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What Happens When a Christian Sins? 

Fellowship, Chastening, Consequences, and Restoration 

Introduction 

There is probably no area of Christian doctrine where more people manage to fall into two 
opposite ditches while congratulating themselves for avoiding the road. Ask what happens 
when a Christian sins, and one crowd immediately starts dismantling eternal security. 
According to them, the believer is saved until he sins badly enough, frequently enough, 
deliberately enough, or long enough, and then eternal life somehow develops an expiration 
date. He was born again, but apparently he can become unborn. He was sealed with the 
Holy Spirit “unto the day of redemption” according to Ephesians 4:30, but somebody has 
decided the seal works more like masking tape than the promise of Almighty God. He was 
placed into the body of Christ by the Spirit, but apparently one ugly afternoon can perform 
spiritual surgery and cut him back out. Then the other crowd reacts against that nonsense 
by running straight across the road into another ditch. They teach eternal security as 
though salvation means God no longer cares what His children do. Sin becomes a minor 
inconvenience, chastening becomes an embarrassing doctrine from another century, the 
Judgment Seat becomes a ceremonial awards banquet, and grace becomes a giant 
theological mattress placed underneath every act of carnality. Both crowds are wrong. The 
Bible teaches security with accountability, grace with government, sonship with 
chastening, forgiveness with consequences, and restoration without pretending the wreck 
never happened. 

That is what this series is about. It is not another argument over whether a saved man 
remains saved. That question is settled by the plain words of Scripture. Jesus Christ did not 
purchase temporary life. Romans 6:23 calls eternal life “the gift of God.” Ephesians 1 says 
the believer is sealed with “that holy Spirit of promise,” who is “the earnest of our 
inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession.” Colossians 2:10 says, “ye 
are complete in him.” Romans 8 begins with “no condemnation” and ends with no 
separation. If a man wants to turn those statements into theological probation, he will have 
to do it without help from the words on the page. But once eternal security is established, 
another question remains, and it is the question too many Christians would rather avoid: 
What can sin actually do to a Christian who cannot lose his salvation? The answer is 
plenty. He may not be able to sin himself out of Christ, but he can sin himself out of joy, 
usefulness, peace, spiritual power, a good testimony, physical health, opportunities, 
rewards, and in extreme cases even the remainder of his earthly life. Hell may be 
permanently removed from his future while the Father’s woodshed remains very much in 
his present. 



The first thing that must be nailed down is the difference between sonship and fellowship. 
Until that distinction is understood, nearly every passage dealing with Christian conduct 
gets mangled. A son can displease his father without ceasing to be his son. That ought to 
be simple enough for a child to understand, which may explain why theologians sometimes 
struggle with it. Birth establishes relationship. Conduct affects fellowship. When a sinner 
receives Jesus Christ, he is not merely placed on religious probation. John 1:12 says he 
becomes one of “the sons of God.” Romans 8 says the Spirit bears witness that “we are the 
children of God.” Galatians 4 says, “because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of 
his Son into your hearts.” That relationship is not recreated every Tuesday morning 
depending upon Monday night’s performance. But a son who rebels against his father can 
certainly destroy the sweetness of fellowship inside the house. He can live under the same 
roof while avoiding conversation, resenting authority, grieving the one who loves him, and 
making everybody miserable. That is precisely why the Bible can speak of an eternally 
secure believer whose fellowship with God is nevertheless badly broken. 

First John makes that distinction impossible to miss. John writes about “fellowship with the 
Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ,” and then immediately begins talking about walking 
in light and walking in darkness. “If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in 
darkness, we lie.” Notice that John does not say the man ceased being born again. He says 
his claim to fellowship is false. There is a world of difference between those statements. 
Fellowship requires honesty before God. The believer walking in darkness may still belong 
to Christ while behaving as though he wants as little practical involvement with Christ as 
possible. He can carry a King James Bible under his arm, sing every hymn in the book, sit in 
the same pew every Sunday, say “Amen” at all the proper intervals, and still maintain a 
private treaty with sin. Religion can dress darkness in a suit and tie, but it cannot turn it into 
light. God is light, and the believer who wants communion with Him must quit demanding 
that God dim the lamps so the dirt is less noticeable. 

That leads directly to one of the most uncomfortable truths in the Christian life: a saved 
man can grieve the Holy Ghost. Ephesians 4:30 says so. The same verse that says, “grieve 
not the holy Spirit of God,” also says, “whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.” 
There it is: grieving and sealing in the same sentence. A Christian can offend the One who 
permanently indwells him. The Holy Ghost does not pack a suitcase and move out every 
time the believer gets angry, tells a lie, entertains lust, nurses bitterness, or acts like a fool. 
If He did, “sealed unto the day of redemption” would be some mighty strange English. But 
His permanent presence does not mean permanent approval. He can be grieved. His 
influence can be resisted. His conviction can be fought. His work can be quenched. The 
Christian may possess the Spirit while living in practical rebellion against the Spirit. Having 



electricity in the house does not help much if a fellow insists on throwing every breaker 
because he prefers sitting in the dark. 

And Scripture does not leave the matter in mystical language. Ephesians tells you exactly 
what grieves the Spirit: lying, corrupt communication, bitterness, wrath, anger, clamour, 
evil speaking, malice. You do not need to climb a mountain, fast forty days, and wait for a 
private revelation about what is hindering your spiritual life. Sometimes the answer is 
sitting in the same chapter you keep skipping because it reads too much like your mail. 
Christians often want complicated explanations for simple rebellion. They would rather 
diagnose a “dry season” than admit they are bitter. They would rather talk about “spiritual 
warfare” than admit they have been lying. They would rather ask why God seems distant 
than put down the sin they have been dragging between themselves and God for six 
months. The Holy Ghost has not become distant. The believer has been busy throwing 
furniture in the hallway and then complaining that passage through the house has become 
difficult. 

But God has not left the failing Christian without a remedy. First John 1:9 says, “If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.” That verse has saved many believers from two forms of stupidity: 
pretending sin does not matter and pretending sin has made restoration impossible. 
Confession does not mean getting saved again. It does not mean Jesus Christ has to return 
to Calvary for another payment. Hebrews says His sacrifice was offered “once for all.” 
Redemption is finished. The blood has already been shed. The believer is not paying for sin 
by confessing it; he is bringing the sin into the light so fellowship may be restored. God 
does not need information. He already saw the act, heard the words, knew the motive, and 
watched the excuse being assembled before the Christian ever opened his mouth. 
Confession means agreeing with God. It means dropping the courtroom speech, firing the 
defense attorney, putting away the thesaurus, and calling the thing what God called it. 

First John then gives one of the sweetest provisions in the New Testament: “if any man sin, 
we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” Notice carefully that He is 
our Advocate “with the Father.” The relationship language does not disappear when the 
Christian sins. God does not suddenly become “former Father” until the paperwork is 
processed. The child has failed, and the Father remains the Father. Jesus Christ stands as 
the righteous Advocate, and His advocacy rests upon His own propitiation. That ought to 
give assurance without producing one ounce of carelessness. The verse begins, “these 
things write I unto you, that ye sin not.” God’s provision for failure is not permission to plan 
failure. A hospital near the highway is a wonderful mercy, but only a lunatic uses that fact 
as an excuse to drive drunk. 



Then we come to a doctrine that modern Christianity has nearly tried to bury under carpet 
thick enough to muffle every sound: chastening. Hebrews 12 says, “whom the Lord loveth 
he chasteneth.” That is Bible love, not greeting-card love. God does not love His children by 
leaving them alone while they destroy themselves. He corrects them. He rebukes them. He 
may allow painful consequences. He may tighten circumstances. He knows how to make 
rebellion expensive. And Hebrews says this chastening is evidence of sonship, not the 
cancellation of it. “If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons.” That 
wrecks another theological hobbyhorse. The Christian under the Father’s rod does not 
need to wonder whether the Father has stopped being Father. The rod itself says the 
opposite. God does not normally spank the neighbor’s children; He deals with His own. 

Romans 8:1 and Hebrews 12 do not contradict one another. “No condemnation” concerns 
the believer’s standing in Christ. Chastening concerns his conduct as a son. 
Condemnation belongs to the courtroom; chastening belongs to the household. The 
Christian’s eternal penalty was borne by Jesus Christ. His earthly walk remains subject to 
Fatherly correction. God does not send His redeemed children to hell for misbehavior, but 
neither does He raise spiritual delinquents who can wreck the house while Father smiles 
from the recliner and says, “That’s grace.” Grace has a woodshed. In fact, grace has a 
woodshed because grace has a Father. Hebrews does not say chastening is pleasant. It 
says, “no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous.” God does not 
insult us by pretending the rod feels like a feather. But “afterward it yieldeth the peaceable 
fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby.” The pain has a purpose. 

That naturally brings us to consequences, because forgiveness does not mean 
consequence-free. David learned that. When Nathan confronted him, David confessed, “I 
have sinned against the LORD,” and Nathan answered, “The LORD also hath put away thy 
sin.” Forgiveness. Then Nathan announced that the sword would not depart from David’s 
house. Consequence. Both appear in the same conversation. David was forgiven, but Uriah 
did not come back from the grave. David was forgiven, but his household suffered. David 
was forgiven, but his testimony had been damaged. David was forgiven, but his sin had 
given “great occasion to the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme.” The flesh hates that 
doctrine because the flesh wants confession to work like a cosmic reset button. It wants to 
smash the automobile, say “I’m sorry,” and have God restore the bumper, replace the 
windshield, erase the police report, reimburse the insurance company, repair everybody 
else’s car, and wipe the memory from every witness. 

Moses learned the same lesson at Meribah. He remained God’s servant. He remained one 
of the greatest figures in Scripture. God continued dealing with him. Yet his disobedience 
cost him entrance into Canaan during his earthly life. Forgiveness does not always reopen 



every door foolishness closed. A Christian can get right with God and still have a broken 
marriage to repair, damaged trust to rebuild, debts to pay, legal consequences to face, 
health problems to endure, or opportunities that never return. Grace can forgive an 
adulterer, but grace does not require the wounded spouse to forget everything by breakfast. 
Grace can forgive a thief, but grace does not make the stolen money belong to him. Grace 
can forgive a drunk driver, but grace does not magically straighten bent steel or raise the 
dead. The cross guarantees eternal redemption. It does not promise to turn history 
backward every time a Christian finally decides he should have listened. 

And consequences are not limited to the individual sinner. Sin wrecks testimony. David’s 
sin gave the enemies of the Lord ammunition. That is a terrifying thought for anybody who 
publicly names the name of Christ. The Christian does not represent merely himself. 
People watch. Children watch. Spouses watch. Church members watch. Lost people 
watch. A preacher may spend thirty years telling people the Bible is true and then spend 
thirty minutes giving scoffers a reason to sneer at everything he ever preached. The truth 
remains true even if the preacher becomes a hypocrite, but hypocrisy makes truth harder 
for some people to hear. A dirty window does not put out the sun, but it can block the light 
reaching the room. 

That is why the Bible lays such emphasis upon being “blameless,” especially for leaders. 
First Timothy 3 does not say a bishop must merely be talented, funny, educated, 
charismatic, marketable, photogenic, or able to grow a mailing list. It says he “must be 
blameless.” Yet modern Christianity has produced an entire restoration industry that 
sometimes seems able to take a disgraced man, put him through six months of public-
relations laundry, and return him to the same platform before the ink on the scandal dries. 
That is not always restoration; sometimes it is marketing. On the other hand, there are 
churches that bury every fallen believer under a permanent tombstone and then stand over 
it quoting holiness passages. That is not restoration either. Scripture allows forgiveness 
without foolishness, restoration without pretending, mercy without throwing qualifications 
into the wastebasket, and accountability without declaring that a repentant Christian can 
never again be useful. 

The distinction between restoration to fellowship and restoration to position is one this 
series will insist upon. A believer may get right with God tonight while taking years to 
rebuild credibility with men. First John 1:9 does not put forgiveness on a five-year 
installment plan. God can restore fellowship immediately upon honest confession. People, 
however, cannot see the heart as God sees it. They have to watch character over time. A 
man may therefore be forgiven and yet not be qualified for the same office. That is not 
contradiction. Forgiveness answers one question. Qualification answers another. Nobody 



demonstrates grace by giving an embezzler the church checkbook because he cried 
convincingly. And nobody demonstrates holiness by telling a sincerely repentant man that 
because he once failed, he can never again pray, serve, witness, teach his children, help 
another believer, or do anything except sit in a corner and contemplate his shame. The 
Bible is sharper than both extremes. 

Then there is the matter Christians often neglect because it lies beyond the visible 
consequences of this life: the Judgment Seat of Christ. First Corinthians 3 says the 
foundation is Jesus Christ and the believer builds upon that foundation with “gold, silver, 
precious stones, wood, hay, stubble.” A coming fire tests “every man’s work of what sort it 
is.” Some works abide and receive reward. Others burn. Then comes the verse nobody has 
any right to rewrite: “he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.” 
Saved, yet suffering loss. There is eternal security and Christian accountability again. The 
man is not thrown into hell. His work burns. The fire tests service, motives, stewardship, 
faithfulness, obedience, sacrifice, and the character of what he built on Christ. 

Sin wastes building time. It consumes years. It corrupts motives. It sidelines usefulness. It 
destroys doors. It can turn what might have become gold into smoke. A Christian can 
therefore arrive in heaven completely saved and discover that enormous stretches of his 
earthly life amounted to little more than spiritual lumber stacked beside a furnace. That 
ought to bother us. We spend enormous time protecting retirement accounts, maintaining 
houses, insuring automobiles, watching investments, and calculating things that will 
disappear when we die. Meanwhile a believer can spend decades filling heaven’s 
accounting with combustible material and call himself successful because the crowd 
applauded. Eternity will expose some fascinating differences between what men 
considered impressive and what Jesus Christ considered valuable. 

The warnings become even more severe when Scripture speaks of the sin unto death. First 
John 5:16 says plainly, “There is a sin unto death.” First Corinthians 11 records believers 
becoming “weak and sickly” and says “many sleep” because of their conduct at the Lord’s 
supper. Paul then explains, “when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we 
should not be condemned with the world.” Again, temporal judgment and eternal security 
stand in the same passage without fighting each other. The Christian may be judged 
severely precisely because he belongs to the Lord. God can take a rebellious child home 
without pretending the child was never His. 

That truth must never be abused to explain other people’s sickness or death. We are not 
authorized to play coroner for God. Job’s friends tried to read secret sin into visible 
suffering and spent chapters proving that a man can speak religiously while being 
spectacularly wrong. Not every early death is the sin unto death. Not every illness is 



chastening. Not every tragedy is punishment. Scripture does not hand us God’s private 
ledger. The proper use of the doctrine is self-examination. Paul told the Corinthians, “if we 
would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.” The magnifying glass belongs over our 
own heart first. The question is not, “Why did Brother So-and-so die at forty?” The question 
is, “What has God been dealing with me about that I keep refusing to surrender?” 

That is where the series becomes intensely practical. How long can a Christian say no to 
the Holy Ghost? How long can he despise chastening? How often can he abuse grace, 
mock warning, harden his conscience, excuse carnality, and assume another opportunity 
to repent is guaranteed? The Bible never gives us a schedule. God is longsuffering, but 
longsuffering is not indifference. Mercy is not weakness. Delay is not approval. The 
Christian who repeatedly ignores conviction because judgment did not fall last Tuesday is 
like a man dancing on railroad tracks because the train was not there yesterday. The 
absence of immediate consequences proves nothing about the wisdom of remaining on 
the tracks. 

Yet after all those warnings, the final word of this series is restoration. That matters. Peter 
denied Jesus Christ three times. He did not merely stumble privately; he denied Him 
openly, with oaths, after boasting that he never would. Yet the risen Christ restored Peter 
and told him, “Feed my sheep.” John Mark abandoned the missionary work badly enough 
that Paul refused to take him on the next journey. Years later Paul specifically requested 
him because “he is profitable to me for the ministry.” David carried consequences for the 
remainder of his life, but Psalm 51 shows a man pleading for cleansing, restored joy, and 
renewed usefulness. God knows how to use a man after failure without calling the failure 
harmless. 

Satan has two sermons for every tempted Christian. Before the sin he preaches, “It will not 
cost much.” After the sin he preaches, “You have lost everything.” He is lying both times. Sin 
costs far more than it advertises, but grace reaches farther than despair admits. The 
Christian who falls must not make peace with the sin, and he must not make peace with 
hopelessness either. Confess it. Forsake it. Accept chastening. Bear consequences 
without blaming God. Repair what can be repaired. Restore what can be restored. Submit 
to accountability. Rebuild habits. Rebuild trust where possible. Accept permanently closed 
doors without spending the rest of life kicking them. And then take whatever years, 
strength, opportunities, and usefulness remain and put them back into the service of Jesus 
Christ. 

That is the road these ten studies will travel. We will begin with sonship and fellowship 
because everything else depends upon that distinction. We will examine broken 
communion with God, grieving and quenching the Holy Ghost, confession and cleansing 



through Christ our Advocate, the Father’s chastening hand, earthly consequences that 
remain after forgiveness, the wreckage sin can make of a Christian testimony, loss at the 
Judgment Seat of Christ, the severe warning of a sin unto death, and finally the biblical path 
to restored fellowship and usefulness. We are not going to soften the warnings to protect 
eternal security, because eternal security does not need protection from Scripture. And we 
are not going to weaken eternal security to make the warnings sound frightening, because 
God already made them frightening enough without our help. 

The Christian needs both sides of the truth. He needs to know that Jesus Christ is sufficient 
enough to keep him saved when he fails, and he needs to know that sin is serious enough 
to wreck nearly everything else if he refuses to get right. He needs an Advocate, and he 
needs a woodshed. He needs cleansing, and he needs consequences. He needs 
assurance, and he needs the fear of God. He needs to know his standing is settled while his 
walk still matters. Remove security and Christianity becomes a treadmill where frightened 
sinners spend life trying to keep what Christ supposedly gave them. Remove accountability 
and Christianity becomes a nursery full of spoiled children throwing toys at the Father 
while quoting grace. The Bible gives us neither nightmare. 

So this series will not ask the foolish question, “How much sin can a Christian get away 
with and still go to heaven?” A man asking that question has already revealed more about 
his heart than he probably intended. The better question is, “If Jesus Christ loved me 
enough to purchase me with His own blood, why would I want to spend the life He bought 
fighting Him?” Eternal security is not a license to see how close you can live to the sewer 
without falling in. It is assurance strong enough to free you to walk with God without 
wondering whether every stumble erased Calvary. Grace is not God lowering holiness until 
the flesh can reach it. Grace is God saving the helpless sinner completely and then 
teaching that redeemed sinner to live like somebody who belongs to Him. 

A Christian can sin. A Christian can fall badly. A Christian can become carnal, bitter, 
dishonest, immoral, proud, foolish, worldly, prayerless, cold, rebellious, and stubborn. The 
New Testament was written to real churches precisely because real believers still had 
flesh. Corinth proves that salvation does not instantly produce maturity. Galatia proves 
saved people can become doctrinally confused. Ephesus proves believers can grieve the 
Spirit. First John proves fellowship can be broken. Hebrews proves sons can require 
chastening. But none of those truths make Jesus Christ less sufficient. The real issue is 
whether the Christian will respond to the word of God before rebellion turns a stumble into 
a lifestyle and correction into a catastrophe. 

There is therefore no room in this study for either religious panic or carnal swagger. The 
believer who has failed does not need to crawl around wondering whether Christ suddenly 



stopped being enough. And the believer who is presently standing has no business 
strutting as though falling is something only other people do. “Wherefore let him that 
thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall” (1 Corinthians 10:12). The safest Christian is 
not the one who boasts most loudly about never falling. It is the one who knows what his 
flesh is, believes what God said, keeps short accounts with heaven, responds quickly to 
conviction, and never mistakes grace for permission. 

That is the heart of What Happens When a Christian Sins? — Fellowship, Chastening, 
Consequences, and Restoration. Sin is serious. Grace is greater. Salvation is secure. 
Fellowship is conditional upon walking in the light. Chastening is real. Consequences can 
be brutal. Testimony can be shattered. Rewards can burn. Life itself can be shortened. Yet 
confession remains available, Christ remains our Advocate, the Father remains the Father, 
cleansing remains promised, and restoration remains possible for the believer who will 
humble himself and get honest with God. The devil would like to make sin look small before 
you commit it and make Christ look small after you commit it. Believe neither lie. Look at 
sin through the Bible before the fall, and look at Christ through the Bible after it. Then get 
clean, get right, get up, and keep walking. 

 

 

1 of 10: What Happens When a Christian Sins? — Sonship Is Not Fellowship 

Key Passage: 1 John 1:7–9 

“But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and 
the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

There are few subjects where Christians manage to get themselves tangled up faster than 
the question, “What happens when a saved man sins?” One crowd answers by practically 
throwing eternal security out the window. According to them, salvation is a revolving door: 
you are in Christ Monday morning, out of Christ Monday afternoon, back in Christ Tuesday 
after confession, and perhaps dangling over hell again by Wednesday if your temper gets 
away from you. Another crowd runs to the opposite ditch and treats eternal security as 
though God handed the believer a laminated membership card saying, “Do whatever you 
please; nothing matters now.” Both errors come from failing to distinguish things that the 
King James Bible carefully distinguishes. Salvation is not fellowship. Sonship is not 
fellowship. Standing is not state. Position is not practice. The believer’s eternal union with 



Jesus Christ rests upon what Christ accomplished, while the believer’s daily fellowship 
with God is affected by how that believer walks. 

First John does not begin by threatening regenerated people with spiritual abortion. It 
begins by talking about fellowship: “that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our 
fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ” (1 John 1:3). Then John 
immediately begins discussing light, darkness, sin, confession, cleansing, and walking. 
That is not accidental. The Holy Ghost is dealing with the practical communion of people 
who know God, not teaching that the blood of Christ must be reapplied as though Calvary 
somehow expired between breakfast and supper. A Christian can walk contrary to the light 
he has received. He can grieve the Holy Spirit. He can defile his conscience, wreck his 
testimony, lose his joy, become spiritually weak, invite chastening, and make an impressive 
mess of his earthly life. But none of those things mean the new birth has been reversed. 
God does not regenerate a man by the Spirit and then unregenerate him because the flesh 
acted like flesh. 

This distinction is the foundation upon which everything else in this series must stand. 
Until sonship and fellowship are separated, every warning becomes a threat of hell, every 
failure becomes a question mark over salvation, and every verse about Christian conduct 
gets twisted into another installment payment on eternal life. Yet the Bible says eternal life 
is a “gift” (Romans 6:23), not a spiritual rent-to-own program. The same Bible that says the 
believer is “sealed unto the day of redemption” (Ephesians 4:30) also commands him not 
to grieve the Holy Spirit who sealed him. There it is in one verse: security and accountability 
standing side by side without needing a committee meeting to reconcile them. The 
Christian is secure enough to be chastened as a son and responsible enough to be judged 
as a servant. Grace establishes the relationship; obedience governs the fellowship. 

1. The New Birth Produces a Son, Not a Probationary Applicant 

When a sinner receives Jesus Christ, something happens that cannot honestly be reduced 
to turning over a new leaf. John 1:12 says, “But as many as received him, to them gave he 
power to become the sons of God.” The believer does not merely join a religious 
organization, sign a doctrinal statement, begin attending services, or adopt Christian 
vocabulary. He becomes one of God’s children. The new birth is exactly what the 
expression says it is: a birth. Jesus told Nicodemus, “Ye must be born again” (John 3:7). 
Birth establishes relationship. A child may become obedient or disobedient, honorable or 
shameful, pleasing or grievous, but his conduct did not cause his original birth and cannot 
crawl backward through time and erase it. Christianity has produced some remarkable 
theological gymnastics, but spiritual unborn-again doctrine deserves a medal all by itself. 



Paul gives the Church Age believer even stronger language. Galatians 4:6 declares, “And 
because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, 
Abba, Father.” Notice the order. “Because ye are sons.” The Holy Ghost is not hovering 
nearby waiting to see whether the Christian behaves well enough this week to qualify for 
continued adoption. Romans 8:15 says believers have received “the Spirit of adoption, 
whereby we cry, Abba, Father.” Romans 8:16 adds, “The Spirit itself beareth witness with 
our spirit, that we are the children of God.” That is standing. That is relationship. That is 
divine action. A man who thinks he maintains that position by avoiding every subsequent 
act of sin has quietly moved the foundation from Christ’s finished work to his own 
unfinished performance. He may call that humility, holiness, perseverance, or anything 
else he likes. The bookkeeping still comes out as works. 

None of this minimizes sin. In fact, sonship makes sin more serious in another sense 
because the Christian is no longer sinning merely as a creature against his Creator; he is 
grieving his Father. When a neighborhood boy throws a rock through your window, you have 
one kind of problem. When your own son throws the rock, you have another. The second 
act does not make him less your son; it makes the offense painfully personal. Hebrews 12 
does not say God chastens strangers in order to make them sons. It says, “whom the Lord 
loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth” (Hebrews 12:6). 
Chastening assumes sonship. God’s woodshed is not an adoption agency. The rod does 
not create the relationship; it operates because the relationship already exists. 

2. The Believer’s Position Is Settled in Christ 

The Pauline epistles repeatedly locate the believer’s security where it belongs: “in Christ.” 
Ephesians 1:3 says we are blessed “with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ.” 
Verse 7 says, “In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins.” 
Verse 13 says that after believing the gospel, “ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of 
promise,” and verse 14 calls that Spirit “the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption 
of the purchased possession.” God did not make a down payment and then forget what He 
purchased. The Holy Ghost Himself is the earnest, the divine guarantee that redemption 
will reach its appointed completion. If salvation depends finally upon whether the Christian 
can maintain himself without sin, then the earnest means very little and the purchased 
possession apparently has to keep purchasing itself. 

Colossians 2 is just as plain. Verse 10 says, “And ye are complete in him.” Not potentially 
complete. Not complete until the next bad day. Not complete provided you maintain a 
sufficiently impressive spiritual batting average. “Complete in him.” Verse 13 says God has 
“forgiven you all trespasses.” That statement is tied to Christ’s work, not to the believer’s 
future ability to avoid every stumble. The Christian’s position is founded upon Christ’s 



death, burial, resurrection, and the Spirit’s operation, not upon the flesh acquiring enough 
polish to impress heaven. Religious flesh loves a system in which it can take some credit. It 
will even volunteer to “help Jesus” keep salvation secure, which is roughly like offering to 
hold up the sun with a broom handle. 

Romans 8 drives the nail through the board. “There is therefore now no condemnation to 
them which are in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1). The chapter ends by declaring that neither 
death, life, angels, principalities, powers, things present, things to come, height, depth, 
“nor any other creature” shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. The Christian himself is included under “any other creature,” unless 
somebody has recently promoted himself to Creator. This does not say the believer cannot 
suffer broken fellowship, discipline, earthly consequences, or loss at the Judgment Seat. It 
says separation from God’s love in Christ is not on the menu. The Christian’s position is not 
suspended from the rotten thread of human consistency. It is anchored in a resurrected 
Saviour. 

3. Fellowship Can Be Broken While Relationship Remains 

First John makes the practical side equally plain. “God is light, and in him is no darkness at 
all” (1 John 1:5). John then says, “If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in 
darkness, we lie, and do not the truth.” Notice what he does not say. He does not say, “If we 
walk in darkness, Christ becomes uncrucified, the Holy Ghost becomes unsealed, eternal 
life becomes temporary life, and we must be born again again.” He says the claim to 
fellowship is false. Fellowship has to do with communion, agreement, walking together in 
the light. The relationship may remain while enjoyment of that relationship is interrupted. A 
child can sit at his father’s table legally belonging to the family while inwardly refusing to 
speak to his father because rebellion has chilled the room. 

That is why John speaks immediately of confession. “If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins.” Confession does not purchase redemption. Jesus Christ 
already purchased redemption with His blood. Confession deals with the believer’s walk in 
the light. The Christian agrees with God about his sin instead of renaming it, decorating it, 
excusing it, psychoanalyzing it, or blaming it on his childhood, his temperament, his 
spouse, his church, the weather, and Mercury being in whatever pagans say Mercury is in 
this week. Scripture gives the believer a wonderfully uncomplicated remedy: tell the truth 
about the sin. God is not asking for a press release written by your defense attorney. He 
already knows what happened. Confession means stopping the argument. 

Fellowship therefore depends upon honesty with God. Verse 8 says, “If we say that we have 
no sin, we deceive ourselves.” The fellow claiming sinless perfection has managed to 



achieve something remarkable: he has fooled himself while failing completely to fool God. 
Verse 10 goes further: “If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar.” The spiritual 
Christian is not the man who pretends he never sins. He is the man who takes God’s side 
against his own sin when it occurs. Broken fellowship thrives in darkness because 
darkness allows excuses to grow. Restoration begins when the light comes on. The saved 
man does not need another Calvary; he needs to quit defending what Calvary condemned. 

4. Judicial Forgiveness and Parental Forgiveness Must Be Distinguished 

There is a vital doctrinal distinction between the forgiveness by which the sinner is justified 
before God and the forgiveness involved in the believer’s daily fellowship with his Father. 
The terms “judicial” and “parental” help describe what Scripture plainly shows. Judicially, 
the believer stands forgiven because Christ bore the penalty. Romans 5:1 says, “Therefore 
being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Colossians 
2:13 says God has “forgiven you all trespasses.” Ephesians 1:7 says, “we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness of sins.” That is not God deciding every evening whether 
the believer remains justified. The Judge has dealt with the eternal penalty through the 
righteousness and blood of Jesus Christ. 

Parental forgiveness concerns communion within an already established relationship. A 
father can forgive his son’s offense without reissuing the boy’s birth certificate. The son may 
need to confess disobedience, receive correction, make things right, and restore 
fellowship, but he is not approaching the father as an unrelated criminal hoping to be 
adopted again. First John 2:1 is beautifully precise: “My little children, these things write I 
unto you, that ye sin not.” There is God’s standard. “And if any man sin, we have an 
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” Notice that Christ is Advocate “with 
the Father.” The relationship language remains even in the verse describing the believer’s 
sin. The Christian sins, and God is still called “the Father.” That single phrase is strong 
enough to wreck a truckload of insecure religion. 

This also exposes the foolish accusation that eternal security encourages sin. John does 
not say, “Because you have an advocate, go sin.” He writes “that ye sin not.” Security 
supplies no excuse for rebellion; it supplies the proper framework for dealing with 
rebellion. A child who knows his father will not abandon him should love that father more, 
not spit in his face more confidently. Grace abused is still abuse. Titus 2:11–12 says the 
grace of God teaches us that, “denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live 
soberly, righteously, and godly.” Biblical grace teaches holiness. Counterfeit grace teaches 
carelessness. Legalism says fear of losing sonship will keep you straight. Scripture says the 
Father’s grace, correction, indwelling Spirit, and coming judgment provide plenty of 
reasons without turning eternal life into a weekly subscription. 



5. The Holy Ghost Can Be Grieved Without Departing 

Ephesians 4:30 ought to settle a mountain of confusion: “And grieve not the holy Spirit of 
God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.” The same verse that warns of 
grieving the Spirit guarantees the duration of the sealing. That is not theological tension; 
that is theological precision. A saved Christian can grieve the Holy Ghost. He can harbor 
bitterness, wrath, anger, clamour, evil speaking, and malice, all listed in the immediate 
context. Yet the verse does not say he is sealed until the next outburst. It says, “unto the 
day of redemption.” Apparently the Holy Ghost knew somebody would eventually invent 
conditional sealing, so He put the expiration date right on the package. 

This distinction matters because many believers judge their position by their emotional 
temperature. They sin, feel cold, lose joy, struggle in prayer, and immediately begin 
wondering whether salvation disappeared. What disappeared may be the enjoyment of 
fellowship, not the indwelling Spirit. David prayed in Psalm 51, “Restore unto me the joy of 
thy salvation.” He did not say, “Restore unto me thy salvation.” There is a difference large 
enough to drive a church bus through, yet religion repeatedly parks directly across it. A 
Christian walking in rebellion should not expect sweetness in prayer, liberty in Scripture, 
tenderness of conscience, or spiritual usefulness. Sin muddies the water. But muddy water 
does not mean the well ceased to exist. The remedy is cleansing and restored fellowship, 
not another attempt at regeneration. 

Paul likewise says, “Quench not the Spirit” (1 Thessalonians 5:19). Fire can be suppressed 
without the indwelling Spirit being evicted. The believer can resist conviction, ignore 
Scripture, neglect prayer, feed the flesh, harden his conscience, and become increasingly 
insensitive to spiritual things. That condition is dangerous precisely because he belongs to 
God. The Lord has both ownership and disciplinary rights. The Christian does not get to say, 
“My life is my own.” First Corinthians 6:19–20 says, “ye are not your own. For ye are bought 
with a price.” Sin in a believer is not evidence that God failed to purchase him. It is a 
purchased possession behaving as though the old owner still holds the deed. 

6. Sin Can Cost the Christian Plenty Without Costing Him Salvation 

The fact that a Christian cannot lose eternal life does not mean he has nothing to lose. He 
can lose joy. He can lose peace. He can lose a clean conscience. He can lose usefulness. 
He can lose opportunities to serve. He can lose the confidence of people who once trusted 
his testimony. He can lose health through foolish conduct, money through sinful decisions, 
family harmony through selfishness, and years through stubborn rebellion. He can also 
suffer loss at the Judgment Seat of Christ. First Corinthians 3:15 describes a man whose 
works burn: “he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.” There is 



the distinction again. Loss is real. Salvation remains. The Bible has no trouble saying both 
things in the same breath. 

David provides a sobering Old Testament illustration of a principle that remains practically 
obvious. His sin was forgiven, yet consequences marched through his house afterward. 
Forgiveness does not turn history backward. A man may confess adultery sincerely and be 
restored to fellowship with God, but that confession does not erase the memory from his 
wife’s mind or instantly rebuild shattered trust. A drunkard may get right with God while still 
carrying a damaged liver. A thief may be forgiven and still owe restitution. A preacher can 
receive God’s forgiveness while discovering that a destroyed public testimony does not 
reassemble itself because he shed three tears behind a pulpit. Grace is mighty, but grace is 
not a magic eraser for cause and effect. 

This is why preaching eternal security without preaching accountability produces 
malformed Christians. Salvation is free, but discipleship costs. Eternal life is a gift, but 
rewards can be lost. Sonship is settled, but fellowship can be damaged. The Christian 
cannot be condemned with the world, but 1 Corinthians 11:32 says, “when we are judged, 
we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world.” God has 
more than one instrument in His toolbox. Hell is not His only method of dealing with sin. A 
earthly father who never murders his disobedient son still has numerous ways of correcting 
him. Somehow modern theology can understand that until God becomes the Father, at 
which point some people imagine He either sends every offender to hell or shrugs His 
shoulders helplessly. The Bible presents neither caricature. 

7. Security Should Produce Gratitude, Holiness, and Honest Fellowship 

Properly understood, eternal security gives the Christian the strongest possible reason to 
walk with God: gratitude instead of terror. Second Corinthians 5:14 says, “For the love of 
Christ constraineth us.” The believer who understands what Christ accomplished does not 
need hell held over his head every Sunday morning to make him behave. He knows he has 
been redeemed, justified, sealed, accepted, adopted, and made complete in Christ. He 
does not obey in order to become a son; he obeys because he is a son. He does not 
confess sin to purchase another week of eternal life; he confesses because sin has 
interrupted communion with the Father who already gave him eternal life. Fear can make a 
slave run faster for a while. Love makes a son care whose name he bears. 

That does not mean the Christian lives without godly fear. Paul says in 2 Corinthians 5:10, 
“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ.” Grace eliminates eternal 
condemnation for the saved man; it does not eliminate accountability. Romans 14:12 says, 
“So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.” The believer’s works, 



service, motives, faithfulness, and stewardship matter. God does not save a man by works, 
but He certainly expects works from the man He saved. Ephesians 2:8–9 removes works 
from the cause of salvation, and verse 10 immediately puts good works into the purpose of 
the saved life. Confusing those two places is how religion either produces legalists trying to 
earn heaven or libertines acting as though heaven has no expectations. Scripture has room 
for neither. 

The healthy Christian therefore lives with two truths firmly nailed down. First, nothing can 
improve upon the righteousness he possesses in Christ as his standing before God. 
Second, plenty can improve in the daily walk of the man who possesses that standing. He 
should hate sin without doubting Christ. He should confess failure without attempting to 
reconvert himself. He should receive chastening without imagining he has been disowned. 
He should pursue holiness without pretending holiness purchased his adoption. He should 
rest in Christ without resting in carnality. That balance is not difficult when the Bible is 
allowed to use its own distinctions. It becomes difficult only when men insist that every 
doctrinal nail must be hammered with the same theological hammer. 

Conclusion — A Son Can Leave the Table Without Leaving the Family 

When a Christian sins, the first question is not whether Jesus Christ suddenly ceased being 
sufficient. The first question is what that sin has done to the believer’s fellowship, 
testimony, usefulness, conscience, and walk with God. The new birth remains the new 
birth. The Spirit’s seal remains unto the day of redemption. The believer remains accepted 
in Christ, justified by faith, redeemed through the blood, and complete in Him. But 
fellowship can become cold, prayer can become hindered, Scripture can become 
neglected, joy can evaporate, chastening can begin, and consequences can start knocking 
at the door. A son can leave the table angry and sit outside in the dark, but he has not 
thereby rewritten the family genealogy. What he needs is not another birth. He needs to 
come back to the light. 

That truth guards against both despair and presumption. The despairing believer looks at 
his failure and says, “God must have thrown me away.” Scripture answers with Christ our 
Advocate, the Spirit’s seal, and the Father’s continuing relationship. The presumptuous 
believer looks at security and says, “Then my sin does not matter.” Scripture answers with 
broken fellowship, chastening, loss, judgment, and the Father’s rod. God has shut both 
escape doors. You cannot turn Christian failure into proof that Christ’s salvation is 
defective, and you cannot turn Christ’s perfect salvation into an excuse for Christian failure. 
Grace does not pat rebellion on the head. Grace saves the sinner completely and then 
teaches the saint to live like someone who belongs to God. A doctrine that gives no 
assurance is defective, and a doctrine that produces no holiness has been twisted. 



So the foundation is settled before we proceed further. Sonship is not fellowship. The 
believer’s relationship with God rests upon the finished work of Jesus Christ; his fellowship 
with God is affected by his daily walk. Judicial forgiveness answers the eternal charge 
against the sinner through Christ’s blood. Parental forgiveness restores communion when 
the child of God confesses his sins and walks again in the light. Eternal security does not 
mean eternal immunity from consequences. The Christian cannot sin himself out of Christ, 
but he can sin himself into misery, weakness, shame, chastening, wasted years, lost 
reward, and even an early grave. Salvation settles where the Christian will spend eternity. 
Fellowship determines much of what kind of Christian he will be on the way there. And the 
man who cannot tell those two truths apart will never understand what really happens 
when a Christian sins. 

 

 

2 of 10: What Happens When a Christian Sins? — When Fellowship With God Is Broken 

Key Passage: 1 John 1:5–10 

“This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is 
light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk 
in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we 
have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from 
all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not 
in us.” 

The Christian life has a fellowship problem long before it has a salvation problem. That 
distinction needs to be nailed down so firmly that no amount of religious fog can pry it 
loose. First John does not tell a saved man that every failure knocks him out of Christ and 
sends him scrambling back to the cross for another installment of salvation. It tells him 
that he can claim fellowship with God while walking in darkness, and when he does, “we 
lie, and do not the truth.” The issue is fellowship. God is light. Sin is darkness. You can 
belong to God and still walk where God does not walk. You can be His child and still refuse 
His company. You can have eternal life and live for a season like a man who has forgotten 
where he got it. The relationship remains, but communion is broken. That is not theological 
hair-splitting. It is the difference between biblical assurance and religious confusion. 

Broken fellowship is not merely a bad mood, a gloomy afternoon, a dry spell, or the feeling 
that heaven is unusually far away. Feelings make poor theologians. They change faster than 



Florida weather and are twice as unreliable when the flesh has been driving the car. First 
John gives objective language: light, darkness, truth, lying, confession, cleansing. God does 
not ask the believer to diagnose fellowship by emotional temperature. He tells him to 
compare his walk with the light of His word. A Christian may feel wonderful while walking in 
rebellion, just as a drunk man may feel ten feet tall while he is too unsteady to walk across 
the room. Feeling good is not fellowship. Feeling miserable is not automatically conviction. 
The test is truth. Is the believer walking honestly before God, or is he carrying known sin 
around like a pet and expecting the Holy Ghost to admire the leash? 

That is why this subject matters so much. A saved man cannot sin himself out of Christ, but 
he can sin himself out of the enjoyment of Christ. He can lose joy without losing eternal life, 
lose usefulness without losing sonship, lose spiritual power without losing the indwelling 
Spirit, and lose the sweetness of communion without losing the blood that redeemed him. 
David knew what that felt like. Psalm 51 is not the prayer of a man trying to become one of 
God’s people for the first time. It is the broken prayer of a man who had lived with 
unconfessed sin until his inner life was filthy, joyless, weakened, and miserable. Sin did not 
erase God’s ownership of David, but it made the fellowship painful. The same principle is 
true for the Christian today: sin cannot overthrow Calvary, but it can throw enough mud on 
the windshield that the believer stumbles along almost blind. 

1. God Is Light, and Fellowship Must Occur in the Light 

John begins with God, not with man’s feelings. “God is light, and in him is no darkness at 
all.” That statement sets the terms of fellowship. God does not come halfway into darkness 
to make rebellion more comfortable. He does not dim His holiness to accommodate our 
habits, adjust His truth to suit our temperament, or soften His word because we have 
developed an emotional attachment to some particular sin. Fellowship with God is 
fellowship with One in whom there is “no darkness at all.” The modern religious mind loves 
negotiation. It wants God to be holy in principle but flexible in practice. Scripture gives no 
such God. He is light. Darkness does not receive a corner office in His presence. The 
believer who wants fellowship with God must therefore deal honestly with whatever God 
exposes. Light does not flatter dirt; it reveals it. 

Walking in the light does not mean sinless perfection. Verse 7 says, “if we walk in the light,” 
and verse 8 immediately says, “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves.” The 
Bible has already eliminated the notion that walking in light means never failing. It means 
living openly before God, agreeing with what His word says, and refusing to make peace 
with known darkness. A man walking in the light may stumble, but he does not pitch a tent 
in the ditch and hang curtains. He gets up, faces the sin, confesses it, and keeps walking. A 
man in darkness may quote verses, sing hymns, attend every service, and maintain a smile 



wide enough for a church directory picture, while deliberately protecting something God 
has already condemned. Outward religion can put a necktie on darkness, but it cannot turn 
darkness into light. 

The standard is not another Christian either. “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light.” 
The measure is God Himself. Comparing ourselves among ourselves is one of the flesh’s 
favorite card tricks because there is always somebody worse to point at. The gossip 
compares herself to the adulterer. The bitter man compares himself to the drunkard. The 
covetous man compares himself to the thief. The proud preacher compares himself to the 
fellow whose scandal made the newspaper. Everybody leaves the comparison feeling 
almost saintly, and God’s word is still sitting there unopened. Fellowship is not maintained 
by being slightly cleaner than the next sinner. It is maintained by walking honestly in the 
light God gives. The question is not, “Am I doing better than him?” The question is, “What 
has God shown me, and what am I doing with it?” 

2. Broken Fellowship Begins When a Believer Chooses Darkness 

First John 1:6 is painfully direct: “If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in 
darkness, we lie.” It does not say we are confused. It does not say we are experiencing a 
complicated season. It does not wrap rebellion in bubble wrap and label it “struggle” until 
nobody can remember that sin is sin. If a man claims fellowship while deliberately walking 
contrary to God’s revealed truth, God calls the claim a lie. That is refreshingly inconvenient. 
The Bible has a habit of kicking the props out from under religious performance. A Christian 
can convince a congregation, impress a prayer group, post verses every morning, and 
speak fluent church language while the Lord knows perfectly well what is sitting in the 
basement with the lights off. 

Walking in darkness is not merely committing an isolated act of sin. Every Christian can 
fail, and First John plainly accounts for that. Walking describes direction, conduct, manner 
of life. Darkness becomes a path rather than a stumble. A believer knows an attitude is 
wrong but feeds it. He knows a relationship is sinful but protects it. He knows bitterness is 
poisoning him but reheats it every morning for breakfast. He knows what Scripture says, yet 
he has decided that his case deserves an exception. That is where fellowship breaks down. 
God has not moved. The Bible has not changed. The blood has not weakened. The believer 
has stepped away from the light and then wonders why everything spiritually feels dim. You 
cannot close the curtains, switch off every lamp, and then accuse the sun of disappearing. 

This explains why a Christian in broken fellowship often becomes increasingly 
uncomfortable around plain Bible preaching. The word is light, and light is irritating when a 
man has grown fond of darkness. Hebrews 4:12 says the word of God is “quick, and 



powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword,” and it discerns “the thoughts and intents 
of the heart.” That is not always a relaxing experience. A believer protecting sin may begin 
avoiding prayer, skipping passages that bother him, resenting preaching that gets too close, 
and gravitating toward teachers who can explain away whatever conviction remains. The 
flesh does not mind religion as long as religion agrees to leave the locked room alone. But 
fellowship with God eventually puts a hand on the doorknob. The Holy Ghost is not 
interested in decorating the hallway while sin rots behind a closed door. 

3. Self-Deception Is One of Sin’s Favorite Companions 

“If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves.” Notice the victim of the deception. It 
is not God. Nobody fools God. The sinner fools himself. Sin has a remarkable ability to 
manufacture explanations for its own survival. Pride becomes “strong convictions.” 
Bitterness becomes “discernment.” Covetousness becomes “being responsible.” Gossip 
becomes “sharing a prayer request.” Laziness becomes “waiting on the Lord.” Cowardice 
becomes “keeping the peace.” The flesh can run a public-relations department that would 
make Madison Avenue blush. Give it five minutes and a Bible word or two, and it can almost 
make disobedience sound like a spiritual gift. Almost. God still calls the thing what it is, 
even after we print a nicer label. 

Self-deception deepens when the believer begins measuring sin only by dramatic outward 
acts. He thinks, “I have not committed adultery, robbed a bank, or murdered anybody, so I 
must be doing fine.” Meanwhile he is proud, prayerless, resentful, dishonest in little things, 
careless with his tongue, cold toward God, indifferent to Scripture, and nursing grudges like 
houseplants. The Lord deals with the heart as well as the hands. Ephesians 4 deals with 
bitterness, wrath, anger, clamour, evil speaking, and malice. Colossians 3 deals with 
covetousness, filthy communication, and lying. The New Testament does not reserve the 
word “sin” for crimes that require flashing blue lights. Some of the darkest rooms in a 
Christian’s life have never produced a police report. God still sees inside them. 

This is why broken fellowship often lasts longer than it should. The believer spends more 
time defending the sin than confessing it. He builds a legal case, gathers character 
witnesses, subpoenas everybody who hurt him, and presents closing arguments to a Judge 
who was present when the whole thing happened. The absurdity would be funny if the 
consequences were not so serious. Proverbs 28:13 states, “He that covereth his sins shall 
not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.” Covering sin is 
exhausting. It requires excuses, revisions, selective memory, and sometimes outright lies. 
Confession is much simpler. God says, “That is sin.” The honest believer says, “Yes, Lord.” 
Fellowship begins to heal when the defense attorney inside us finally sits down and shuts 
his briefcase. 



4. Confession Brings the Sin Into the Light 

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins.” Confession is not 
informing God of something He missed. God did not look down from heaven and say, “Well, 
I had no idea that happened.” He knows the act, the motive, the excuse, the thought behind 
it, and the consequence ahead of it. Confession is the believer agreeing with God’s verdict. 
It is calling the sin what God calls it and abandoning the effort to make it respectable. The 
word does not say, “If we explain our sins.” It does not say, “If we compare our sins.” It does 
not say, “If we blame our sins on somebody with a worse personality.” Confession strips the 
paint off the thing. That is why the flesh hates it. Pride prefers a twenty-minute explanation 
to a ten-second admission. 

The verse says God is “faithful and just.” That matters. Restoration is not based upon 
whether the believer can produce enough tears to impress heaven. Some people cry easily; 
others do not. A wet handkerchief is not a sacrament. God’s forgiveness in fellowship rests 
upon His faithfulness and justice in connection with the finished work of Jesus Christ. First 
John 2:1 says, “if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous.” The believer does not have to persuade a reluctant God to remember Calvary. 
Christ is our Advocate. The blood is sufficient. The Christian’s part is honest confession, 
not theatrical penance. Religious flesh loves drama because drama lets man perform. 
Grace brings the sinner into the light and points him back to what Christ has done. 

“And to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” Cleansing means sin leaves defilement. 
Even where eternal condemnation is impossible for the saved man, practical pollution is 
very real. Sin stains the conscience. It muddies motives. It warps judgment. It weakens 
spiritual appetite. It makes prayer awkward because the believer knows he is avoiding the 
very God he is addressing. Psalm 66:18 says, “If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will 
not hear me.” The principle is plain: cherished sin and unhindered communion do not 
occupy the same chair. Confession is not merely saying words so we can hurry back to 
business as usual. It is coming clean before God. The man who confesses sin while 
planning the next opportunity to repeat it is trying to wash his hands while keeping both feet 
in the mud. 

5. David Shows What a Believer Can Lose Without Losing God 

Psalm 51 gives us one of the clearest pictures in Scripture of the inner wreckage produced 
by sin. David’s adultery with Bathsheba and his arrangement of Uriah’s death did not leave 
him spiritually untouched. By the time Nathan confronted him, David had learned that 
concealed sin charges interest. He cries, “Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and 
cleanse me from my sin.” He says, “my sin is ever before me.” That is not the language of a 



carefree man enjoying fellowship. Sin had become a shadow that followed him from room 
to room. The body can lie down while the conscience stays awake. The king still had a 
throne, a palace, servants, power, and position, but none of those things could scrub the 
stain inside. A crown is poor medicine for a dirty conscience. 

David also prayed, “Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.” 
Then comes the famous request, “Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation.” The wording 
matters. David does not ask for salvation to be restored; he asks for the joy of it. Sin had 
stolen the music, not the covenant. The believer in broken fellowship knows that condition. 
Scripture that once fed him becomes dry because he approaches it with a divided heart. 
Prayer becomes mechanical. Worship becomes something he performs with his mouth 
while the conscience keeps tugging on his sleeve. Christian service becomes heavy. The 
problem is not that God’s truth lost its power. The problem is that concealed sin has 
clogged the channel. You can own a perfectly good radio and still hear static if you insist on 
damaging the antenna. 

David continues, “Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted 
unto thee.” Notice the connection between cleansing and usefulness. A dirty vessel may 
still be God’s vessel, but it is in poor condition for honorable service. Second Timothy 2:21 
says that if a man purge himself, “he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for 
the master’s use.” Sin can sideline a believer long before it ever raises a question about his 
eternal destination. It can destroy credibility, weaken prayer, damage testimony, and make 
a Christian spiritually clumsy. David understood that usefulness followed restoration. He 
wanted more than relief from guilt; he wanted to serve God cleanly again. That is the proper 
desire. Confession is not merely about feeling better. It is about getting right enough to be 
useful. 

6. Broken Fellowship Produces Real Spiritual Weakness 

One of the first casualties of tolerated sin is spiritual strength. The Christian who 
continually resists conviction is not becoming stronger by surviving the warnings. He is 
becoming harder. Every ignored prompting makes the next one easier to ignore. First 
Thessalonians 5:19 says, “Quench not the Spirit.” Ephesians 4:30 says, “grieve not the holy 
Spirit of God.” The believer is sealed, but the Spirit can be grieved. That distinction destroys 
two errors at once. The Spirit does not abandon the Christian every time he sins, but 
neither does He carry on fellowship as though nothing happened. The believer may still 
possess the indwelling Spirit while living with badly hindered communion. Having 
electricity in the building does not help much when you keep flipping the breaker off 
because you prefer darkness. 



Sin also damages judgment. Once a believer has decided to protect one wrong thing, other 
wrong things become necessary to support it. David’s adultery led to deception, 
manipulation, and finally bloodshed. One sin called for another to stand guard. That is the 
way darkness works. It rarely rents one room. Give it a bedroom and it starts measuring the 
living room curtains. James 1:14–15 describes lust conceiving and bringing forth sin, and 
sin when finished bringing forth death. There is progression. The Christian who thinks he 
can keep one favorite rebellion in a neat little box has not learned much about either sin or 
boxes. Sin leaks. It gets into prayer, marriage, parenting, finances, preaching, thinking, and 
conversation. Fellowship with God suffers because God refuses to become one 
compartment among many in a divided life. 

The conscience suffers too. First Timothy 1:19 speaks of holding “faith, and a good 
conscience; which some having put away concerning faith have made shipwreck.” A good 
conscience is valuable because it lets a believer stand before God without knowingly 
hiding contraband. Once the conscience is repeatedly violated, it can become less 
sensitive. First Timothy 4:2 speaks of a conscience “seared with a hot iron.” A seared 
conscience is not freedom; it is damaged nerve endings. A man who no longer feels pain 
when he puts his hand on the stove has not become healthy. He has become dangerous to 
himself. Likewise, the Christian who boasts that a certain sin “doesn’t bother me anymore” 
may have just announced the problem rather than solved it. Lack of conviction is not 
always proof of innocence. Sometimes it is proof of scar tissue. 

7. Grace Does Not Make Fellowship Automatic 

Grace secures salvation; it does not sanctify rebellion by changing its name. Romans 6 
anticipates the foolish conclusion: “Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?” 
Paul’s answer is not complicated: “God forbid.” The man who turns eternal security into an 
excuse for careless living has understood the security and missed the Saviour. Titus 2 says 
the grace of God teaches us to deny “ungodliness and worldly lusts” and to live “soberly, 
righteously, and godly.” Grace has a classroom, and holiness is in the curriculum. The idea 
that conduct does not affect fellowship is not grace; it is spiritual nonsense wearing a grace 
badge. A husband does not say, “My marriage certificate is secure, therefore my behavior 
cannot affect intimacy with my wife.” He might remain married while making the house 
miserable. Relationship and fellowship are not identical. 

The same principle applies to the Christian. Ephesians says believers are accepted “in the 
beloved,” yet the same epistle commands them to put away lying, anger, stealing, corrupt 
communication, bitterness, wrath, clamour, evil speaking, and malice. Why issue those 
commands if conduct has no effect on communion? Colossians says believers are 
“complete in him,” yet commands them to mortify fornication, uncleanness, inordinate 



affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness. Secure position does not erase practical 
responsibility. If anything, it increases it. The Christian has been bought with a price; 
therefore, “glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s” (1 Corinthians 
6:20). The body belongs to Him. The mind belongs to Him. The tongue belongs to Him. 
Salvation is not God giving us a deed to ourselves. It is Christ purchasing what sin had 
ruined. 

The believer who tolerates known sin should therefore stop expecting the same fellowship 
enjoyed by the believer who walks honestly in the light. That is not favoritism; it is moral 
reality. Amos 3:3 asks, “Can two walk together, except they be agreed?” God does not agree 
with our sin to preserve our comfort. We agree with Him through confession and 
obedience. The Christian can drag darkness into every room of his life and still be saved, 
but he cannot demand that God call the darkness light so the atmosphere feels better. 
Fellowship is not automatic merely because the relationship is permanent. A son can shut 
his bedroom door, refuse conversation, ignore instruction, and sulk for three days. He 
remains a son, but nobody with sense calls that sweet fellowship. God does not either. 

Conclusion — Come Back Into the Light 

Broken fellowship is therefore not mysterious. God is light, and the believer has chosen 
some measure of darkness. The remedy is not emotional manipulation, another attempt at 
salvation, or weeks of wondering whether God still loves him. The remedy begins with truth. 
Stop lying to yourself. Stop defending what Scripture condemns. Stop measuring yourself 
by people who are doing worse. Stop expecting religious activity to compensate for 
disobedience. First John gives the path plainly: “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” God has not hidden 
the door behind a theological maze. The trouble is usually not finding the door. The trouble 
is pride refusing to turn the knob. Confession feels expensive only to the man determined 
to keep his excuses. 

The believer should also understand how much may be lost while salvation itself remains 
secure. Joy can disappear. Peace can dry up. Prayer can weaken. Scripture can lose its 
sweetness. Service can become mechanical. Testimony can collapse. Spiritual 
discernment can dull. Chastening can begin. Earthly consequences can multiply. Years 
can be wasted that no confession will return to the calendar. Eternal security does not 
make those losses imaginary. It makes them tragic, because the saved man had every 
spiritual resource needed to walk differently. Sin cannot cancel the blood, but it can cover 
the windshield. It cannot remove the Holy Ghost, but it can grieve Him. It cannot reverse 
the new birth, but it can make the child of God live like a stranger in his own Father’s house. 
That is a miserable way to use grace. 



The call, then, is simple and severe: walk in the light. Not sinlessly, but honestly. Not 
pretending failure never happens, but refusing to make peace with it when it does. Keep 
short accounts with God. When the word exposes something, deal with it. When conviction 
comes, do not drown it in excuses. When sin is confessed, trust the faithfulness and justice 
of God rather than digging the thing back up every morning to see whether the blood still 
works. Fellowship can be broken, but it can also be restored. God does not invite His 
children into darkness; He calls them back into the light. The Christian who understands 
that truth will neither despair when he falls nor swagger because he is secure. He will get 
honest, get clean, get up, and keep walking with the Father who never stopped being his 
Father. 

 

 

3 of 10: What Happens When a Christian Sins? — Grieving and Quenching the Holy 
Ghost 

Key Passage: Ephesians 4:30; 1 Thessalonians 5:19 

“And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.” 
— Ephesians 4:30 

“Quench not the Spirit.” — 1 Thessalonians 5:19 

Ephesians 4:30 is one of those verses that settles two doctrines at the same time if a man 
will simply leave the words alone: “And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are 
sealed unto the day of redemption.” There is the warning and there is the security. The 
believer can grieve the Holy Ghost, yet that same believer is “sealed unto the day of 
redemption.” God managed to put both truths into one sentence without asking a 
theological committee to untangle them. The Holy Ghost is grieved by the Christian’s sin 
precisely because He indwells the Christian. He is not a hotel guest checking out every 
time the room gets dirty. He is the divine seal of God upon a purchased possession. Yet His 
permanent presence does not mean His approval of everything the believer does. A 
Christian can be sealed and stubborn, indwelt and disobedient, eternally secure and 
practically carnal. 

First Thessalonians 5:19 adds another command: “Quench not the Spirit.” To grieve and to 
quench are not identical ideas, though they belong in the same neighborhood. Grieving 
emphasizes the personal offense against the Holy Ghost; quenching emphasizes 
resistance to His working. You grieve a Person. You quench a fire. The Christian can offend 
the One who lives within him and suppress the spiritual work that He desires to perform 



through him. That does not mean the believer possesses some magical power to destroy 
the Holy Ghost, any more than putting a lid over a lamp destroys fire as a created reality. It 
means a believer can resist divine conviction, neglect Scripture, ignore spiritual prompting, 
refuse obedience, feed the flesh, and live in such a way that the Spirit’s practical influence 
in his walk is hindered. The Spirit remains; the fellowship suffers. The power source has not 
failed. The man keeps yanking cords out of the wall. 

This subject exposes the shallowness of two opposite errors. One crowd treats every 
Christian failure as proof that the Holy Ghost packed His bags, slammed the door, and left 
the believer spiritually abandoned. Another crowd thinks permanent indwelling means 
conduct does not matter because the Spirit is “stuck” with us anyway. Both ideas insult the 
text. The first denies the sealing. The second ignores the grieving. Biblical security is not 
divine indifference. God does not preserve His children by becoming unconcerned about 
their conduct. He seals them, indwells them, teaches them, convicts them, leads them, 
fills them, chastens them, and expects them to walk in the Spirit. The Christian cannot 
make the Holy Ghost stop being God, but he can spend remarkable amounts of energy 
acting as though he wishes the Holy Ghost would quit interfering with his plans. 

1. Sealed Unto the Day of Redemption Means Exactly What It Says 

The closing words of Ephesians 4:30 ought to be read slowly: “whereby ye are sealed unto 
the day of redemption.” Paul is writing Church Age doctrine to believers who have been 
made alive in Christ, saved by grace through faith, brought nigh by the blood, and made 
members of one body. Earlier in Ephesians 1:13 he says, “after that ye believed, ye were 
sealed with that holy Spirit of promise.” Verse 14 calls the Spirit “the earnest of our 
inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession.” The Holy Ghost is not 
merely evidence that salvation began; He is God’s earnest that redemption will reach the 
appointed finish. Men put seals on things to mark ownership, authenticity, and security. 
God puts His Spirit in the believer and then tells us how long the seal lasts: “unto the day of 
redemption.” That is difficult only for theology determined to make eternal life temporary. 

The believer therefore does not receive and lose the Holy Ghost like a man changing shirts. 
Romans 8:9 says, “Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.” First 
Corinthians 6:19 asks, “know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is 
in you?” Under the present dispensation, the saved man’s body is the Spirit’s temple. That 
is a different doctrinal situation from certain Old Testament operations of the Spirit. David 
could pray, “take not thy holy spirit from me” in Psalm 51:11, and Saul experienced the 
Spirit of the LORD departing from him in 1 Samuel 16:14. But the Church Age believer is 
specifically said to be sealed “unto the day of redemption.” Dragging David’s 



circumstances across Calvary and dumping them onto Pauline doctrine is how people 
build confusion with Bible verses. 

That permanent indwelling makes sin more serious, not less. The Christian does not leave 
the Holy Ghost outside while he goes somewhere sinful. First Corinthians 6 uses that very 
reality to rebuke fornication. “Shall I then take the members of Christ, and make them the 
members of an harlot? God forbid.” The horror of Christian sin is that the believer carries 
God’s temple into the act. You cannot tell the Holy Ghost to wait in the car. You cannot 
place Him on a shelf while you indulge the flesh and then pick Him back up before Sunday 
service. He is within you. The Christian who understands sealing should not say, 
“Wonderful, then I can sin safely.” He should say, “My body belongs to God, and I have no 
business dragging His purchased possession through the sewer.” 

2. The Holy Ghost Is Grieved by What the Christian Tolerates 

The immediate context of Ephesians 4:30 tells us what grieving the Holy Ghost looks like. 
Paul has already commanded believers to “put away lying” and “speak every man truth 
with his neighbour.” He warns, “Be ye angry, and sin not,” tells the thief to steal no more, 
and commands, “Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth.” Then, after 
the warning about grieving the Spirit, he says, “Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and 
clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice.” Nobody needs a 
mysterious vision to discover what grieves the Holy Ghost. Read the surrounding verses. 
Lying grieves Him. Rotten speech grieves Him. Bitterness grieves Him. Malice grieves Him. 
The Bible has already supplied the diagnostic chart; there is no need to light candles and 
wait for an impression. 

Bitterness deserves special attention because Christians can carry it for years while 
imagining themselves spiritually healthy. Hebrews 12:15 warns of a “root of bitterness” 
springing up and troubling many. A root works underground before anything ugly appears 
above ground. A believer can sing about grace while privately keeping a museum of every 
insult anybody ever gave him. He dusts the exhibits weekly, rearranges them, and gives 
guided tours to anyone willing to listen. Then he wonders why prayer is cold and fellowship 
is strained. Ephesians does not call bitterness a personality type. It says put it away. The 
Holy Ghost does not bless our determination to preserve old grudges like family heirlooms. 
A Christian cannot cuddle resentment and complain that spiritual warmth has 
disappeared. He brought the ice into the room. 

Corrupt communication likewise grieves the Spirit because the tongue reveals what is 
being entertained inside. Ephesians 4:29 says our speech should minister grace unto the 
hearers. James 3 reminds us what enormous destruction a little member can produce. 



Gossip, filthy talk, malicious exaggeration, slander, cutting cruelty, dishonest flattery, and 
angry outbursts are not harmless because they leave no bruise visible on the skin. Words 
can poison homes, churches, friendships, and testimonies. Some believers would never 
walk into a tavern but will use their tongue to burn down half a congregation before lunch. 
Then they call themselves separated because they missed the building everybody could 
see. The Holy Ghost sees the mouth. A man may keep alcohol out of his refrigerator and 
still stock enough venom under his tongue to intoxicate a neighborhood. 

3. Quenching the Spirit Means Resisting His Work 

“Quench not the Spirit” is short enough to memorize before breakfast and serious enough 
to occupy a lifetime. The picture is of suppressing what should be burning. The Holy Ghost 
works through the word of God, conviction, prayer, godly preaching, spiritual gifts, and 
obedience. The surrounding verses in 1 Thessalonians 5 speak of rejoicing, praying without 
ceasing, giving thanks, not despising prophesyings, proving all things, holding fast that 
which is good, and abstaining from all appearance of evil. Quenching the Spirit therefore 
belongs in a context of refusing spiritual response. God deals with the believer, and the 
believer says no. Truth is presented, and he turns away. Conviction presses, and he 
smothers it. The problem is not that God failed to speak. The problem is that the Christian 
has developed a habit of reaching for the fire extinguisher. 

A believer quenches the Spirit when he repeatedly refuses what Scripture plainly requires. 
Perhaps he knows he owes an apology but pride will not let him give it. Perhaps he knows a 
relationship is corrupt but he refuses to end it. Perhaps the word exposes dishonesty in 
business, rebellion in the home, lust in private, or bitterness in the heart, and he decides 
the command is inconvenient. Every refusal teaches the flesh that God can be ignored. 
That is dangerous training. The first “no” may trouble the conscience greatly. The fiftieth 
may barely cause a ripple. Not because the sin became cleaner, but because the 
conscience became calloused. A smoke alarm that has been beaten with a hammer may 
finally become quiet, but only a fool celebrates the silence while the kitchen burns. 

Quenching can also happen when believers despise the means by which God works. First 
Thessalonians 5:20 says, “Despise not prophesyings.” In the completed-scripture context 
in which we now live, we are not waiting for somebody to add new revelation to the Bible, 
but the principle of receiving God’s truth rather than despising it remains obvious. A 
Christian who resents plain preaching because it crosses his habits is not displaying 
discernment simply because he knows the vocabulary. There is a difference between 
testing teaching by Scripture and rejecting Scripture because it tested you. Some people 
“discern” every sermon that touches their pet sin and somehow never discern the pet sin. 



That is convenient theology. The Holy Ghost wrote the Book. He will not lead a believer to 
resent what He inspired because obedience happens to be expensive. 

4. Indwelling Is Not the Same Thing as Filling 

Ephesians 5:18 commands, “be filled with the Spirit.” That command would be 
unnecessary if filling were automatically identical to indwelling. Every saved person 
possesses the Holy Ghost, but not every saved person is controlled by the Holy Ghost. To 
be filled with the Spirit is to come under His governing influence so that the word, will, and 
ways of God dominate the believer’s conduct. The verses that follow mention psalms, 
hymns, spiritual songs, thanksgiving, and submission. This is not some theatrical religious 
trance where a Christian loses control and blames the Holy Ghost for whatever happens 
next. The Spirit who inspired “Let all things be done decently and in order” is not suddenly 
confused when church starts. Biblical filling produces Christlike conduct, not spiritual 
circus acts. 

The contrast appears clearly in Galatians 5:16: “Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the 
lust of the flesh.” Verse 17 says the flesh lusteth against the Spirit and the Spirit against the 
flesh. Both are present in the believer’s practical experience. The Christian therefore faces 
a real conflict. Salvation did not rehabilitate the old flesh and turn it into a choirboy. 
Romans 7 makes that painfully plain. The answer is not to trust the flesh with a religious 
paint job but to walk in the Spirit. Whichever nature is fed gains practical influence. Feed 
the flesh hours of filth, vanity, anger, covetousness, pride, and worldly thinking while 
feeding the inner man seven hurried verses before bed, and do not act shocked when the 
flesh shows up looking healthier. Even weeds grow impressively when they get all the 
fertilizer. 

First Corinthians 3 shows that genuine believers can be carnal. Paul addresses them as 
“brethren” and “babes in Christ,” then says, “ye are yet carnal.” Their carnality appears in 
envying, strife, and divisions. Notice again: they are “in Christ,” yet carnal. Position and 
practice are not identical. The Holy Ghost indwells them, but they are behaving like 
spiritual infants fighting over toys. That is a humiliating possibility every Christian ought to 
take seriously. Time since conversion does not automatically equal spiritual maturity. A 
man can be saved thirty years and have twenty-nine years of experience repeating the first 
year. Gray hair is not a fruit of the Spirit. Neither is knowing enough Bible terminology to win 
arguments while living like the Corinthians when nobody is watching. 

5. The Holy Ghost Can Be Grieved in Ordinary Daily Life 

Many Christians imagine grieving the Spirit only in connection with dramatic scandal. 
Certainly adultery, fornication, drunkenness, fraud, and public wickedness grieve Him, but 



Ephesians brings the matter directly into daily life. Lying does it. Anger does it. Stealing 
does it. Rotten speech does it. Bitterness does it. Malice does it. The Holy Ghost is 
concerned with what happens in the kitchen, office, car, church hallway, text conversation, 
business meeting, and private room. Christianity is not proved merely by avoiding sins 
spectacular enough to make the evening news. God watches the ordinary habits from 
which character is built. A Christian may never rob a bank and still rob his employer of 
honest labor, his family of kindness, his church of faithfulness, and God of the obedience 
due Him. 

Dishonesty is especially destructive because the Holy Ghost is the “Spirit of truth” (John 
16:13), while Satan is described as the father of lies in John 8:44. When a Christian lies, 
exaggerates, deceives, manipulates facts, hides information to create a false impression, 
or tells half the story to make himself appear innocent, he is operating contrary to the Spirit 
who indwells him. Religious lies are not purified by church vocabulary. A falsehood told 
with “bless the Lord” attached is still a falsehood. Some Christians become lawyers the 
instant their own conduct is questioned: every word gets narrowed, every fact gets 
redefined, every loophole receives inspection. God is not fooled. Truth does not need a 
loophole. A clean conscience does not require a technicality. 

Stubbornness also grieves the Spirit because stubbornness knows what God says and 
plants its feet anyway. Israel repeatedly demonstrated that ugly trait, and Stephen accused 
his hearers in Acts 7:51, “Ye do always resist the Holy Ghost.” The doctrinal setting there 
must not be confused with Church Age sealing, but the spiritual ugliness of resisting God is 
plain. The Christian can exhibit the same stubborn spirit practically. Scripture speaks; he 
argues. Conviction comes; he delays. Counsel confirms the matter; he becomes irritated. 
Consequences arrive; he blames everybody else. At that point the problem is not lack of 
information. It is rebellion wearing spectacles and pretending it needs more research. 
There comes a time when asking God for “guidance” is merely a pious way of requesting 
permission to ignore the guidance He already printed in black ink. 

6. Persistent Resistance Produces Carnality, Weakness, and Chastening 

No Christian should treat repeated resistance lightly. Sin grows by repetition. Hebrews 
speaks of being hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. Although every passage must 
be handled in its proper setting, the principle that sin deceives and hardens is 
demonstrated throughout Scripture. The conscience that once screamed can become a 
whisper after repeated violation. The believer begins with, “I should not do this,” moves to, 
“This probably is not that serious,” graduates to, “Everybody does it,” and finally arrives at, 
“Anybody who says this is wrong is legalistic.” The sin did not change during that journey. 



The man did. A crooked ruler does not straighten a board by declaring the board offensive. 
It simply measures everything crooked thereafter. 

Spiritual weakness follows because the believer cannot spend his strength fighting the 
Holy Ghost and simultaneously expect power from the Holy Ghost. Prayer loses liberty 
because known sin sits between the words. Bible reading becomes uncomfortable 
because every page seems to know where he lives. Service becomes performance 
because public activity continues while private communion decays. Galatians 6:7 warns, 
“Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap.” That principle does not evaporate because the sower is saved. Grace prevents 
eternal condemnation for the believer; it does not guarantee a crop failure when he has 
spent years planting weeds. Sow to the flesh and the flesh has a harvest schedule. The 
seed bag may say “Christian” on the outside, but thistles remain thistles. 

Then there is chastening. Hebrews 12 says, “whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth.” God 
does not abandon His child simply because the child refuses correction; He may intensify 
the correction. The Christian who will not listen to the whisper may eventually meet the 
rod. Chastening is not evidence that salvation failed. It is evidence that sonship carries 
accountability. The Father is not raising spiritual street children who may vandalize His 
house without consequence. He intends His children to become “partakers of his 
holiness.” A believer who keeps grieving and quenching the Spirit may discover that God 
knows how to make disobedience expensive. The Lord has methods of obtaining a man’s 
attention that do not require revoking eternal life. He can preserve the soul while thoroughly 
disturbing the schedule. 

7. The Way Back Is Submission, Not Another Salvation 

When a Christian realizes he has grieved or quenched the Spirit, the answer is not to get 
saved again. The answer is to deal with the sin that produced the breach in fellowship. First 
John 1:9 remains plain: “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” Confession is agreement with God. If 
bitterness is the problem, call it bitterness and put it away. If lying is the problem, tell the 
truth. If lust is the problem, stop feeding it. If pride is the problem, quit baptizing it as 
conviction. If rebellion is the problem, obey. Restoration becomes complicated mainly 
when the flesh insists on retaining veto power. God’s instructions are not vague. The old 
man simply keeps asking whether obedience is absolutely necessary, hoping heaven will 
eventually lower the price. 

Submission also means yielding daily to the word of God. Romans 12:1 calls believers to 
present their bodies “a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God.” A living sacrifice has 



one annoying habit: it keeps trying to crawl off the altar. That is why Christian surrender is 
not a one-time emotional moment surrounded by music. It is practical, daily, and 
sometimes painfully ordinary. It means letting Scripture govern what you watch, say, buy, 
desire, remember, forgive, pursue, and refuse. The Holy Ghost did not come merely to give 
the believer a pleasant religious feeling. He came to glorify Christ, guide into truth, produce 
spiritual fruit, and conform the believer’s practical life to the will of God. A man who wants 
the Spirit’s power without the Spirit’s government wants electricity without wiring. He 
wants results without rule. 

The restored believer must then walk forward rather than continually excavating forgiven 
sin. Once sin is confessed and dealt with, trust God’s provision. Do not confuse humility 
with endlessly doubting whether the blood of Christ still works. The devil is perfectly 
content to move a Christian from presumption before confession to despair after 
confession if either condition keeps him useless. God calls us to walk in the Spirit. 
Galatians 5:25 says, “If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.” Life and walk are 
again distinguished. The believer has spiritual life; now he is commanded to conduct 
himself accordingly. Salvation gives the life. Fellowship gives that life room to breathe. 
Submission clears away what has been choking practical usefulness. The Christian cannot 
improve the Holy Ghost’s power, but he can certainly stop fighting the One who has all the 
power. 

Conclusion — Do Not Fight the One Who Lives Within You 

The Christian possesses an astonishing privilege: the Holy Ghost of God dwells within him. 
That truth should produce reverence, not carelessness. Ephesians 4:30 does not permit us 
to choose between security and responsibility. It gives us both. We are “sealed unto the day 
of redemption,” and we are commanded, “grieve not the holy Spirit of God.” Permanent 
indwelling does not mean permanent approval. A father does not cease being a father 
when his son rebels, but neither does he smile at the rebellion because the birth certificate 
remains valid. The Spirit’s presence makes Christian sin intensely personal. Every bitter 
thought cherished, every dishonest word defended, every corrupt appetite fed, every 
stubborn refusal prolonged is committed in the presence of the One who sealed us for 
redemption. There is no private room in a temple occupied by God. 

Likewise, “Quench not the Spirit” warns us against spending our Christian life resisting the 
very power we claim to need. Churches pray for power while tolerating bitterness. 
Christians ask for guidance while ignoring Scripture. Men request revival while protecting 
the sins revival would expose first. Then everybody wonders why the fire seems low. You 
cannot pour water on the altar all week and complain Sunday morning that nothing is 
burning. The answer is not religious excitement manufactured to imitate spiritual life. The 



answer is honesty, confession, obedience, prayer, Scripture, separation from sin, and 
yieldedness to the Holy Ghost. God does not need better stage lighting to compensate for 
unclean vessels. He wants the vessel clean. Much that passes for seeking more of the 
Spirit would be solved by allowing the Spirit more of us. 

So the doctrine stands. The saved Christian is indwelt and sealed by the Holy Ghost until 
the day of redemption. He cannot sin the Spirit out of himself as though eternal redemption 
were hanging by a thread. But he can grieve Him. He can quench His practical working. He 
can resist conviction, reject instruction, feed carnality, weaken his testimony, damage 
fellowship, invite chastening, and waste years arguing with the One who came to lead him. 
Eternal security is not permission to fight the Holy Ghost with confidence that He cannot 
leave. It is reason to marvel that God has placed His Spirit permanently within such frail 
vessels and then to walk worthy of that privilege. The sensible Christian does not ask how 
much sin he can tolerate and remain sealed. He asks why a man bought with Christ’s blood 
would spend another day resisting the Spirit who sealed him. 

 

 

4 of 10: What Happens When a Christian Sins? — Confession, Cleansing, and Christ 
Our Advocate 

Key Passage: 1 John 1:9–2:2 

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness. My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if 
any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: And he is the 
propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.” 

When a saved Christian sins, the Bible does not send him back to square one. It does not 
tell him to get born again again, hunt up another altar, repeat the sinner’s prayer until his 
knees wear holes in the carpet, or spend three weeks trying to punish himself hard enough 
to make God impressed with his misery. First John gives the remedy plainly: “If we confess 
our sins.” That statement is addressed in a context of fellowship, light, darkness, cleansing, 
and believers dealing honestly with God. The Christian’s salvation rests upon the finished 
work of Jesus Christ; his fellowship requires honesty about the sin that has interrupted his 
walk. Calvary does not have to be reenacted every time a Christian stumbles. Christ said, 
“It is finished.” The blood was shed once. Redemption was accomplished. The believer’s 
problem after salvation is not that Christ failed to pay for sin, but that the believer has 
allowed sin to foul his communion with the Father. 



That distinction saves the doctrine from two opposite forms of religious nonsense. The 
legalist acts as though every Christian failure cancels salvation and puts the believer back 
into the spiritual unemployment line waiting to be rehired by grace. The careless Christian 
runs to the other extreme and says that because his sins were paid for at Calvary, 
confession no longer matters. First John destroys both errors before either one gets its coat 
off. John says, “these things write I unto you, that ye sin not.” God does not approve of sin. 
Then he immediately adds, “And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father.” God 
has provided for the believer’s failure without giving the believer permission to fail. Grace 
has an answer for sin, but grace never becomes sin’s defense attorney. The blood removes 
condemnation; it does not teach the Christian to call dirt clean. 

The great truth before us is that God has provided confession, cleansing, and advocacy for 
the child who fails. The guilty believer does not need a new Saviour. He already has “Jesus 
Christ the righteous.” He does not need another sacrifice. Christ “is the propitiation for our 
sins.” He does not need to invent a system of penance, self-punishment, emotional 
theatrics, or religious rehabilitation. He needs to quit arguing with God and tell the truth. 
Sin loves darkness because darkness allows excuses to breed like roaches behind the 
refrigerator. Confession turns on the light. The believer says what God says about the 
matter, stops defending the indefensible, and comes back into honest fellowship. God is 
not waiting for a carefully prepared legal brief explaining why everybody else contributed to 
your disobedience. He wants the guilty man to stop cross-examining the witnesses and 
plead guilty. 

1. Confession Begins by Agreeing With God About Sin 

First John 1:9 begins with two words that irritate religious pride: “If we confess.” Confession 
is not informing God about something He missed while managing the universe. Psalm 139 
makes clear that God knows our words before they are on our tongue. Hebrews 4:13 says, 
“all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do.” God 
already knows the sin, the motive behind the sin, the opportunity that produced it, the 
excuse being prepared for it, and the story the flesh intends to tell afterward. Confession 
therefore is not giving God information. It is agreeing with God’s information. God says the 
thing was sinful, and the believer quits revising the vocabulary. The proud heart says, 
“There were circumstances.” God says, “Sin.” Pride says, “You do not understand what they 
did to me.” God understands perfectly and still calls your response what He called it before 
the explanation began. 

That is why confession must be specific enough to be honest. General prayers such as, 
“Lord, forgive me for anything I might have done wrong today,” can become a convenient 
spiritual fog machine. Sometimes the Christian knows exactly what he did. He lied. Say so. 



He spoke maliciously. Say so. He entertained lust. Say so. He cheated someone. Say so. He 
held bitterness. Say so. He acted in pride, rebellion, envy, covetousness, or anger. Call the 
thing what Scripture calls it. David did not write Psalm 51 as though he had suffered an 
unfortunate lapse in interpersonal judgment. He said, “I acknowledge my transgressions: 
and my sin is ever before me.” He owned it. The quickest road out of darkness begins when 
a man stops giving his sin a résumé and starts giving it its biblical name. 

Confession therefore requires the death of the alibi. Adam blamed the woman and 
managed to drag God into the explanation: “The woman whom thou gavest to be with me.” 
Eve blamed the serpent. Humanity has been forwarding the mail ever since. The flesh 
would rather confess somebody else’s contribution to our sin than our own sin. A man gets 
angry and explains how irritating his wife was. A woman gossips and explains how 
concerned she felt. A preacher becomes proud and calls it guarding the ministry. A 
businessman cuts a corner and calls it survival. Everybody has a thesaurus when rebellion 
needs rebranding. But Proverbs 28:13 says, “He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: 
but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.” God is not asking who helped 
you fall. He is asking whether you will stop covering what He already uncovered. 

2. The Blood Has Already Been Shed 

Confession must never be confused with paying for sin. The believer cannot supplement 
the blood of Jesus Christ by feeling badly enough. First Peter 1:18–19 says we were 
redeemed “with the precious blood of Christ.” Ephesians 1:7 says, “In whom we have 
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins.” Colossians 1:14 repeats the same 
truth. Redemption is connected with Christ’s blood, not with our remorse. Tears may 
accompany real repentance, and there is nothing wrong with them, but tears are salty 
water, not saving blood. A man could fill a bathtub with tears and not wash away one sin. 
Christ shed what God required. The Christian who tries to pay for forgiven sin through self-
inflicted misery is not displaying superior spirituality. He is acting as though Christ left part 
of the bill on the table. 

Hebrews is relentless on the sufficiency of Christ’s sacrifice. Hebrews 10:10 says believers 
are sanctified “through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” Verse 12 says 
Christ “offered one sacrifice for sins for ever” and “sat down on the right hand of God.” The 
sitting down matters. The Old Testament priestly work involved repeated sacrifices 
because animal blood could never permanently take away sin. Christ finished the work. He 
does not come down from the right hand of God every Tuesday because one of His children 
lost his temper. There is no revolving Calvary. There is no second crucifixion waiting behind 
the first one. The believer’s sin is serious, but it is not powerful enough to drag Christ back 
onto the cross. The sacrifice was once, sufficient, complete, and accepted. 



This is where Roman-style penance, Protestant insecurity, and fleshly self-punishment all 
meet at the same broken tollbooth. They differ in decoration, but they share the 
assumption that man ought to add something to Christ’s payment. One lights candles, 
another repeats prayers, another lives six months under self-condemnation because he 
thinks misery proves sincerity. None of it adds one drop to the blood. Colossians 2:13 says 
God has “forgiven you all trespasses.” The Church Age believer’s standing before God is 
based upon Christ’s finished work. Confession does not cause Jesus to repay the debt. It 
restores practical fellowship by bringing the believer back into the light. The Christian does 
not confess because Calvary was insufficient. He confesses because Calvary was 
sufficient, and sin has no business being defended by someone purchased at such a price. 

3. God Is Faithful and Just to Forgive 

First John 1:9 does not say God forgives because we are eloquent, miserable, persuasive, 
or emotionally convincing. It says, “he is faithful and just.” The ground of restoration lies in 
God’s character and Christ’s work. God is faithful to His promises. He is just because the 
sin has been answered by the sacrifice of His Son. Romans 3:26 declares that God is “just, 
and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.” Forgiveness is not God sweeping sin 
under the heavenly rug because He has become sentimental. Sin was judged. The 
righteous demands of God were answered. The believer comes confessing not to a judge 
hoping to bargain down a sentence, but to a Father whose righteousness has already been 
satisfied in Jesus Christ. 

This matters because Christians often measure forgiveness by how forgiven they feel. That 
is a miserable measuring stick. Feelings may lag behind truth. A believer can genuinely 
confess sin and wake up the next morning still remembering what happened. Memory is 
not proof that forgiveness failed. Consequences may remain. Embarrassment may remain. 
Relationships may need repair. Restitution may be necessary. None of that changes the 
promise, “he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins.” When God says forgive, faith takes 
Him at His word. Digging the confessed sin back up every morning and examining it like an 
archaeologist looking for evidence of guilt does not honor God. If God has dealt with it, quit 
trying to improve His bookkeeping. Some Christians trust the blood enough to get to 
heaven but apparently not enough to get through Wednesday. 

That does not mean confession can be mechanical. A man cannot mutter “forgive me” 
while keeping one hand behind his back clutching the sin he intends to repeat. Biblical 
confession involves honesty, and honest repentance involves a changed mind toward the 
sin. Second Corinthians 7:10 speaks of “godly sorrow” that “worketh repentance to 
salvation not to be repented of,” in its proper context dealing with the Corinthians’ response 
to rebuke. Godly sorrow is not theatrical depression. It produces movement. The believer 



turns from defending the sin to condemning it with God. If confession is merely the 
admission price for another round of rebellion, the heart has not learned much. Grace is 
not a car wash where a man rinses the mud off Saturday night so he can drive straight back 
into the swamp Sunday afternoon. 

4. Cleansing Deals With the Defilement Sin Leaves Behind 

First John 1:9 does not stop with forgiveness: “and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 
Sin is not only guilt; it is defilement. It soils the conscience, disturbs fellowship, muddies 
judgment, and leaves residue in the inner man. David understood that when he prayed, 
“Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin” (Psalm 51:2). Again, 
David’s dispensational position under the Old Testament must not be confused with the 
Church Age believer’s sealing in Christ, but the practical reality of sin’s defilement is plain. 
A man can carry dirt inside while wearing clean clothes outside. Religion specializes in 
laundering the shirt while leaving the heart untouched. God works deeper. 

David later cries, “Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be 
whiter than snow.” Sin had stained his inward life so badly that political power could not 
relieve him. He was still king, but the throne could not scrub his conscience. He had 
servants, armies, wealth, and authority, yet none of it could clean what adultery, deceit, 
and bloodshed had polluted. The believer today may keep his job, retain his church 
membership, maintain appearances, and fool half the people he knows while inwardly 
carrying the grime of secret sin. A polished shoe does not make a clean soul. The remedy 
remains honest dealing with God. The cleansing of First John is not cosmetic. God deals 
with what sin has dirtied in fellowship. 

Cleansing also prepares the believer for usefulness. Second Timothy 2:20–21 pictures 
vessels in a great house, some unto honour and some unto dishonour, and says that a man 
who purges himself “shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master’s 
use, and prepared unto every good work.” God can own a vessel that is not presently fit for 
honorable use. That ought to make every Christian think. The question is not merely, “Am I 
saved?” The question is, “Am I clean enough to be useful?” A greasy wrench still belongs to 
the mechanic, but he may clean it before putting it onto a precision instrument. God owns 
every believer He purchased, but He is not obligated to use a filthy vessel simply because 
the vessel keeps reminding everybody whose toolbox it belongs to. 

5. Jesus Christ Is Our Advocate With the Father 

First John 2:1 gives one of the sweetest provisions in the New Testament: “if any man sin, 
we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” Notice first that the verse 
says “if,” not “when you inevitably plan your next sin.” John’s stated purpose is “that ye sin 



not.” Christian living is never built around anticipation of failure as though defeat were a 
sacrament. But God knows what is in man. He knows believers still carry the flesh. 
Therefore provision has been made. When the Christian sins, he does not face heaven 
alone. He has an Advocate, and that Advocate is not another sinner in religious clothing. He 
is “Jesus Christ the righteous.” The believer’s case rests in the hands of One who never lost 
a case because His own righteousness is the ground upon which He stands. 

The title “Advocate” carries the sense of one who represents another’s cause. Revelation 
12 calls Satan “the accuser of our brethren,” and accusation is exactly his business. He 
tempts before the sin and prosecutes after it. Before the fall he whispers, “It is not that 
serious.” After the fall he shouts, “You are finished.” He is a remarkable salesman: he 
advertises poison as harmless until you drink it, then displays the bottle in court. But the 
believer’s hope is not that Satan has no evidence of failure. Sometimes the evidence is 
embarrassing. The hope is that the Advocate has something greater than the accusation: 
His own righteous person and completed propitiation. The Christian does not beat the 
accusation by pretending innocence. He beats it by standing in Christ. 

Notice also that Jesus Christ is Advocate “with the Father.” John does not say, “with the 
former Father,” or “with God, who will become your Father again if the hearing goes well.” 
The relationship remains in the very verse discussing Christian sin. This reinforces the 
distinction between sonship and fellowship. The child has sinned; the Father is still the 
Father. Christ advocates within an existing family relationship. That is why the guilty 
believer can come boldly unto the throne of grace according to Hebrews 4:16, “that we may 
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.” The throne is not a trapdoor. God does 
not invite His children near so He can surprise them with hell. He calls them to deal 
honestly with Him on the basis of Christ. 

6. Advocacy Is Grounded in Propitiation 

First John 2:2 immediately explains the foundation of Christ’s advocacy: “And he is the 
propitiation for our sins.” Christ does not merely speak sympathetically about sinners; He 
has satisfied the righteous demands involved in their guilt. Romans 3:25 says God set 
Christ forth “to be a propitiation through faith in his blood.” The Advocate is also the 
sacrifice. Imagine having a defense attorney who not only represents you but has 
personally satisfied the lawful claim against you. That is far beyond anything an earthly 
courtroom could arrange without somebody fainting at the ethics hearing, but heaven’s 
courtroom rests upon perfect righteousness. Christ does not argue that sin is unimportant. 
He points to the fact that sin was judged in His own sacrifice. 



That truth destroys the notion that confession is begging a reluctant Christ to become 
merciful. The very One representing us is the One who loved us and gave Himself for us. 
Romans 8:34 asks, “Who is he that condemneth?” and answers by pointing to Christ who 
died, rose again, sits at God’s right hand, “who also maketh intercession for us.” The 
believer’s security rests upon a living Christ as well as a finished cross. Jesus is not lying 
dead in Joseph’s tomb while Christians try to keep themselves saved by good behavior. He 
rose. He lives. He intercedes. He advocates. The Christian may stumble badly, but the 
machinery of eternal redemption does not shut down because the flesh behaved like flesh. 
Heaven is not operated by panic. 

Propitiation also reminds us why confession must never minimize sin. If sin required the 
blood of God’s Son, it cannot be trivial. Grace is free to us because it was costly to Christ. 
Every attempt to turn forgiveness into an excuse for rebellion treats Calvary cheaply. The 
cross does not say sin does not matter. The cross says sin mattered enough for the Son of 
God to bleed. That ought to kill the smirk on the face of anybody boasting, “I am under 
grace.” Yes, and that grace came through wounds. The same blood that assures forgiveness 
condemns carelessness. A Christian should never look at eternal security and ask, “How 
much can I get away with?” He should look at Calvary and ask, “Why would I want to grieve 
the One who paid that much to redeem me?” 

7. Restored Fellowship Produces a Changed Walk 

The purpose of confession is not merely to remove an unpleasant feeling and return the 
Christian to business as usual. Genuine restoration affects the walk. David prayed, “Create 
in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.” Then he said, “Then will I 
teach transgressors thy ways.” Cleansing moved toward usefulness. Likewise, New 
Testament restoration is meant to put the believer back into honest fellowship and 
practical obedience. Ephesians 4 does not merely tell the liar to confess lying; it says, 
“putting away lying, speak every man truth.” The thief does not merely admit stealing; “let 
him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour.” Biblical repentance has shoes on. It 
goes somewhere. 

Where restitution is possible and appropriate, honesty may require action toward people 
as well as confession toward God. If a man stole money, saying “Lord, forgive me” does not 
magically make the money belong to him. If he slandered somebody publicly, private 
confession to God does not automatically repair the public damage. If he lied to his wife, 
deceived his employer, cheated a customer, or wounded another believer, restored 
fellowship with God should produce a desire to make matters right where possible. That 
does not mean earning divine forgiveness by human restitution. The order must remain 
clear. Christ paid for sin. But grace does not train thieves to keep the merchandise. A man 



who claims repentance while hugging the spoils looks less like Zacchaeus and more like 
somebody trying to negotiate a spiritual clearance sale. 

Restoration also means walking forward. Philippians 3:13 speaks of “forgetting those things 
which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before.” Paul is not 
teaching amnesia, but he refuses to live chained to yesterday. Once sin has been 
confessed, cleansing received, wrongs addressed where possible, and fellowship restored, 
the believer must quit digging up the corpse. Satan loves two extremes: before confession 
he says, “Hide it”; after confession he says, “Never stop thinking about it.” Either way, he 
keeps the Christian occupied with the sin. God says confess it, forsake it, learn from it, and 
get moving. A rearview mirror is useful for occasional reference, but try driving fifty miles 
while staring into it and you will create a new problem before solving the old one. 

Conclusion — Bring the Sin Into the Light and Leave It With Christ 

The biblical remedy for Christian sin is neither denial nor despair. It is confession on the 
basis of Christ’s finished work. First John does not send the saved believer back to 
Bethlehem, Calvary, or the empty tomb to restart Christianity. Christ has already come, 
died, been buried, risen, ascended, and sat down. The blood has already been shed. The 
Spirit has already sealed the believer unto the day of redemption. When the Christian sins, 
he brings that sin into the light. He agrees with God, abandons the alibi, receives the 
promised cleansing, and rests in the advocacy of Jesus Christ the righteous. God has 
provided something infinitely better than religious self-punishment: a sufficient Saviour. 
Beating yourself up is easy compared with admitting God was right. 

This doctrine simultaneously produces assurance and holiness. Assurance comes 
because Christ is enough. Holiness comes because grace gives no shelter to defended sin. 
The same passage that says, “we have an advocate” first says, “these things write I unto 
you, that ye sin not.” Those truths belong together. The Christian should hate sin because it 
grieves his Father, wounds fellowship, defiles the conscience, damages testimony, 
weakens usefulness, and required the suffering of Christ. Yet when he fails, he should run 
toward God rather than away from Him. Adam hid among the trees. The Christian has been 
invited to the throne of grace. Hiding after Calvary is a strange use of redemption. The 
Father already knows what happened. Christ already knows what it cost. Come clean. 

So when a Christian sins, he does not need another salvation. He needs confession. He 
does not need another sacrifice. He has Christ. He does not need to manufacture 
cleansing. God has promised it. He does not need to defend himself. He has an Advocate. 
He does not need to rename sin. He needs to agree with the Book. And he does not need to 
spend the rest of his life chained to what God has forgiven. Confess it, forsake it, make right 



what can be made right, learn the lesson, and walk again in the light. Christ did not shed 
His blood so His people could make peace with sin, and He did not rise from the dead so 
forgiven Christians could live forever under the tombstone of yesterday. The answer to 
Christian failure is not another Calvary. It is honest confession before the Father and 
confidence in the Christ who finished the work the first time. 

 

 

5 of 10: What Happens When a Christian Sins? — The Father’s Woodshed: Why God 
Chastens His Children 

Key Passage: Hebrews 12:5–11 

“And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, 
despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: For 
whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. If ye 
endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father 
chasteneth not? But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye 
bastards, and not sons. Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, 
and we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of 
spirits, and live? For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he 
for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness. Now no chastening for the present 
seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit 
of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby.” 

Grace does not turn God into a nervous grandfather afraid to correct the grandchildren 
because somebody might stop liking Him. The Bible presents God as a Father, and fathers 
who love their children correct them. Hebrews 12 says it without apology: “whom the Lord 
loveth he chasteneth.” Modern religion likes the love part right up until love picks up a rod. 
Then suddenly everybody wants a softer definition. But God’s love is not sentimental mush 
poured over rebellion. His love seeks the good of His children, and sometimes their good 
requires correction severe enough to get their attention. The same God who saves by grace 
also chastens His own. Those truths do not contradict one another. Salvation answers the 
eternal penalty of sin through Christ’s finished work; chastening deals with the conduct of 
a child who already belongs to the Father. Grace keeps the believer out of hell. It does not 
keep him out of God’s woodshed. 

That distinction is essential because Christians commonly commit one of two errors when 
trouble follows sin. One man immediately thinks, “God must have cast me off. Maybe I was 
never saved.” Another shrugs and says, “I am eternally secure, so nothing serious can 



happen.” Hebrews 12 kicks both stools out from under them. Chastening is not evidence 
that God has stopped dealing with you as a son. The passage says exactly the opposite: 
“God dealeth with you as with sons.” The correction proves relationship rather than 
canceling it. Yet the same passage makes equally clear that sonship does not make 
rebellion harmless. God will not raise His children like spoiled brats who break every lamp 
in the house while Father sits in the corner applauding their authenticity. He loves them too 
much for that. A Father who never corrects is not more loving. He is less involved. 

Romans 8:1 says, “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ 
Jesus.” Hebrews 12 says the Lord chastens His sons. There is no conflict unless somebody 
insists that condemnation and chastening are the same thing. They are not. Condemnation 
belongs to the courtroom; chastening belongs to the family room. Condemnation deals 
with guilt before the Judge; chastening deals with conduct under the Father. The Christian’s 
eternal judgment for sin fell upon Jesus Christ at Calvary. The believer’s daily conduct, 
however, remains under God’s fatherly government. He can be secure in Christ and still be 
corrected severely on earth. The cross settled whether the saved man belongs to God. The 
woodshed reminds him that belonging to God means God has every right to straighten him 
out. 

1. Chastening Is Evidence of Sonship, Not the Loss of It 

Hebrews 12 does not say, “If ye endure chastening, God is deciding whether to make you 
sons.” It says, “God dealeth with you as with sons.” Chastening presupposes relationship. A 
man walking through a supermarket does not normally discipline every unruly child he sees 
because those children do not belong to him. He may wish somebody would discipline 
them, especially when one is swinging from the cereal display like Tarzan, but he lacks the 
father’s authority. His own child is different. Ownership establishes responsibility. In the 
same way, God chastens those who belong to Him. He does not correct His children 
because the relationship has disappeared. He corrects them because the relationship 
exists. The rod is not an eviction notice from the family. It is proof that the Father has not 
surrendered His parental rights. 

Verse 8 presses the point even harder: “But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are 
partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons.” That is strong Bible language because the 
Holy Ghost was not trying to win a sensitivity award. The absence of all fatherly correction 
would be more alarming than the presence of it. A Christian should not rejoice in 
chastening itself, but he should understand what it means. God is dealing with His 
property. First Corinthians 6:19–20 says, “ye are not your own” and “ye are bought with a 
price.” The believer belongs to God twice over: by creation and by redemption. The 
worldling may run down a road for years without obvious correction because God is not 



dealing with him as a son. The Christian who tries the same road may discover that heaven 
has a much shorter leash for its own household. 

This also answers the false idea that eternal security produces lawlessness. Properly 
understood, eternal security gives God more room to chasten, not less. The believer cannot 
threaten the Father by saying, “If You correct me, I am leaving the family.” He is already 
sealed unto the day of redemption. That means God can deal with him as His own without 
pretending every disciplinary action is another courtroom trial over eternal destiny. A 
secure child is not an untouchable child. The father who owns the house does not consult 
the child’s opinion before correcting vandalism in the living room. Likewise, God does not 
submit chastening to a vote. The Christian may dislike the rod, misunderstand the timing, 
complain about the severity, or compare himself with everybody else, but none of those 
reactions cancel the Father’s authority. Sonship is settled. Conduct is still under 
supervision. 

2. Chastening Is Not Eternal Condemnation 

Romans 8:1 must remain exactly where God put it: “There is therefore now no 
condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus.” The believer’s standing is in Christ. His 
sins have been judged in Christ. Romans 8 later asks, “Who shall lay any thing to the charge 
of God’s elect? It is God that justifieth.” Then, “Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that 
died, yea rather, that is risen again.” Eternal condemnation has been answered by the 
death, resurrection, and intercession of Jesus Christ. The believer does not enter the 
woodshed carrying a question mark over his eternal life. He enters as a son whose 
salvation is not the issue. God is not threatening to undo Calvary. He is correcting behavior 
that contradicts the position Calvary secured. 

First Corinthians 11 makes the distinction beautifully. Some Corinthian believers had 
abused the Lord’s supper so badly that Paul said, “For this cause many are weak and sickly 
among you, and many sleep.” Then he explains, “But when we are judged, we are 
chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world.” There is the 
doctrine in one sentence. The Christian may be judged by the Lord in the present precisely 
because he will not be condemned with the world. God’s chastening and the world’s 
condemnation are different destinations under different relationships. Some believers 
want only two theological categories: either everything is fine or somebody is going to hell. 
The Bible has more furniture in the house than that. There is chastening, sickness, 
weakness, loss, consequences, and even premature death without the believer becoming 
eternally lost. 



The cross therefore removes the eternal penalty but not every temporal dealing of God. A 
father may pay his son’s debt and still ground him for the foolishness that produced it. 
Those actions do not contradict one another. One deals with liability; the other teaches 
responsibility. Christ paid the believer’s sin debt completely. Yet God may allow painful 
consequences, loss, embarrassment, weakness, interrupted plans, broken pride, or other 
corrective pressures in order to get a rebellious child’s attention. The believer who says, 
“But Jesus paid for all my sins,” has stated a glorious truth and then tried to use it for a 
foolish purpose. Yes, Christ paid the debt. That is why you are not going to hell. It does not 
follow that heaven must now finance your rebellion and promise never to interrupt it. 

3. The Father Chastens Because He Loves 

“For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth.” The Bible connects chastening with love, not 
hatred. That sounds backward to modern ears because our generation has nearly defined 
love as the absence of correction. Let children do whatever they want, never say no, never 
establish boundaries, never enforce consequences, and somebody will call that 
compassion. Then everybody acts puzzled when the house resembles a zoo whose 
animals have obtained legal counsel. God is wiser than modern parenting manuals. Divine 
love is willing to cause temporary discomfort to prevent greater destruction. A child running 
toward traffic does not need affirmation of his journey. He needs somebody strong enough 
to grab him. Love that never interferes with danger is not love. It is neglect wearing perfume. 

God chastens because He sees farther than the believer sees. Sin offers immediate 
pleasure while hiding the invoice. Hebrews 11:25 acknowledges “the pleasures of sin for a 
season.” There is pleasure, but there is also a season, and seasons end. The flesh sees the 
moment. God sees the harvest. Galatians 6:7 warns, “whatsoever a man soweth, that shall 
he also reap.” The Father may therefore interrupt the sowing before the barn is full of 
poison. He may shut a door, expose a scheme, remove an opportunity, send a rebuke, allow 
consequences, or use circumstances that force the Christian to reconsider the road he has 
chosen. Not every hardship is chastening for personal sin, and Scripture does not authorize 
us to label every suffering believer rebellious. But when God is chastening, love is behind 
the rod. 

The Lord’s love also refuses to accept the believer’s present carnality as his final condition. 
Hebrews 12:10 says chastening is “for our profit, that we might be partakers of his 
holiness.” God is not merely interested in making the Christian comfortable until the 
Rapture. He intends to make him holy in practical conduct. Ephesians 1 gives the believer 
an exalted position; Ephesians 4 immediately begins telling him to walk worthy of the 
vocation wherewith he is called. Grace saves us where we are, but it does not salute us and 
promise to leave us there. The Father is committed to our growth, and that commitment 



sometimes arrives dressed in work boots rather than slippers. The flesh wants a masseuse. 
God occasionally sends a carpenter with a hammer because something crooked needs 
straightening. 

4. Chastening Has a Purpose: Holiness, Not Mere Pain 

God is not cruel. He does not chasten because heaven was bored and needed 
entertainment. Hebrews 12:10 states the goal plainly: “for our profit, that we might be 
partakers of his holiness.” Biblical chastening is purposeful. Pain by itself is not the 
objective. Correction is designed to produce change. Earthly fathers sometimes discipline 
badly because they are angry, inconsistent, selfish, or ignorant. God does not have those 
defects. His correction is perfectly informed. He knows what the believer did, why he did it, 
what he is refusing to admit, how deeply the habit runs, and what treatment is necessary. 
God never swings wildly in the dark. The Christian may not understand every stroke, but the 
Father never misplaces one. 

Holiness means separation from what is contrary to God and practical conformity to His 
will. First Peter 1:15 says, “But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all 
manner of conversation.” God’s intention is not simply to produce believers who possess 
correct doctrine while living filthy lives. Doctrine ought to govern conduct. A man can 
correctly explain eternal security while being so carnal that the doctrine sounds like an 
excuse in his mouth. God may therefore correct not only scandalous sins but stubborn 
attitudes, pride, prayerlessness, dishonest habits, bitterness, uncontrolled appetites, 
careless speech, selfishness, and refusal to obey what the believer already knows. The 
Father is not impressed because the child can diagram the doctrine of adoption while 
refusing to clean his room. 

Chastening also trains. Hebrews 12:11 says it yields fruit “unto them which are exercised 
thereby.” Exercise involves repeated discipline that strengthens what was weak. The Father 
is forming habits of righteousness through correction. A Christian learns that certain roads 
hurt, certain compromises cost more than advertised, and certain warnings were not 
religious decoration after all. Wisdom is often instruction remembered before the 
consequence arrives; chastening is sometimes instruction remembered because the 
consequence arrived. Either way, God intends His child to learn. The tragedy is not merely 
having to visit the woodshed. The tragedy is visiting it repeatedly for the same reason 
because pride refuses to read the sign over the door. 

5. Do Not Despise the Chastening of the Lord 

Hebrews 12:5 gives the first wrong reaction: “My son, despise not thou the chastening of 
the Lord.” To despise chastening is to treat it lightly, shrug it off, refuse its lesson, or harden 



oneself against correction. Pharaoh repeatedly hardened his heart under divine judgments, 
and while his situation is not the same doctrinally as the chastening of a Christian son, the 
danger of resisting God’s dealings is obvious. A believer can become so stubborn that every 
warning is explained away. A sermon convicts him, and the preacher is “too hard.” A friend 
confronts him, and the friend is “judgmental.” Circumstances tighten, and everybody else 
is “against him.” Eventually a man can build a theological bunker thick enough that no 
correction gets inside. Unfortunately, God owns heavier equipment. 

Despising chastening often takes the form of blaming other people for consequences our 
own choices produced. A man mistreats his family for years, and when relationships 
collapse he complains that nobody respects him. A Christian spends foolishly, ignores 
every warning, and then rebukes the devil when the bills arrive. A church member poisons 
relationships with gossip and later complains that people avoid him. Sometimes Satan 
gets blamed for harvests he never planted. He is wicked enough without giving him credit 
for crops grown from our own seed. Proverbs repeatedly connects conduct with 
consequences because God expects adults to understand cause and effect. Grace is not a 
heavenly insurance policy promising reimbursement for every foolish decision. 

The right response is self-examination under Scripture. Psalm 139:23–24 gives the proper 
posture: “Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts.” Again, 
the doctrinal setting differs from Pauline Church truth, but the practical desire is sound. 
When correction comes, ask what God is teaching. Search the Book. Examine known sin. 
Consider neglected duties. Listen to biblical reproof without immediately reaching for a 
defense. Not every difficulty is chastening, so do not invent guilt God has not revealed. 
Job’s friends committed that error and proved that religious people can be spectacularly 
wrong while sounding solemn. But when Scripture exposes the matter plainly, quit 
requesting a second opinion. God is not obligated to convene a jury because the defendant 
dislikes the verdict. 

6. Do Not Faint When the Father Rebukes You 

The second wrong reaction in Hebrews 12:5 is the opposite extreme: “nor faint when thou 
art rebuked of him.” One believer despises correction; another collapses under it. He 
interprets chastening as rejection and begins saying, “God is finished with me. I have 
ruined everything. There is no point trying anymore.” That is not humility. It is unbelief 
dressed in black clothes. If God were finished with the believer, Hebrews would not call the 
correction fatherly chastening. The rod says God is still working. A craftsman does not keep 
sanding wood he intends to throw into the furnace as rubbish. The fact that the Father is 
correcting you means He has not abandoned His purpose for you. 



Second Corinthians 7 distinguishes godly sorrow from “the sorrow of the world.” Godly 
sorrow produces repentance. Worldly sorrow sinks into death. Chastening is supposed to 
turn the believer, not paralyze him. Peter failed miserably when he denied Christ, yet the 
Lord restored him and later used him powerfully. John Mark deserted Paul and Barnabas 
during missionary work, yet years later Paul wrote that Mark was “profitable to me for the 
ministry.” Failure may bring consequences, and some positions may never be recovered, 
but God can restore usefulness to the repentant believer. The Father’s rod is corrective, not 
merely destructive. Satan wants the fallen Christian to either laugh at sin before it happens 
or surrender to hopelessness after it happens. He does not care which ditch catches the 
car. 

The believer under chastening should therefore humble himself, confess what God 
exposes, submit to correction, and learn. Hebrews 12:9 says, “shall we not much rather be 
in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live?” Submission is the issue. The flesh hates 
that word because it means somebody else has the final say. Yet peace begins when 
resistance ends. Jonah discovered that you can buy a ticket in the opposite direction, but 
God has transportation arrangements of His own. The safest place for a Christian is not 
where life is easiest. It is where he is surrendered to God. Fighting the Father only adds 
splinters to the woodshed. 

7. Chastening Produces the Peaceable Fruit of Righteousness 

Hebrews 12:11 is wonderfully realistic: “Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be 
joyous, but grievous.” The Bible does not insult intelligence by pretending correction feels 
pleasant. Chastening hurts. Consequences hurt. Exposure hurts. Humbling yourself hurts. 
Losing something because of your own foolishness hurts. Watching a door close that might 
have remained open hurts. The verse says exactly that: “grievous.” Christianity does not 
require the believer to grin through discipline and call the rod a feather. Some lessons are 
painful. The important word is “afterward.” God sees beyond the present grief to the fruit 
that can grow from it. The flesh lives for now; faith learns to look toward afterward. 

“Afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised 
thereby.” Chastening does not automatically produce righteousness in every recipient. The 
phrase “unto them which are exercised thereby” matters. One man becomes teachable; 
another becomes bitter. One humbles himself; another doubles down. One says, “Lord, 
Thou art right”; another spends years proving how unfair everybody else was. The same sun 
that melts wax hardens clay. The difference is not in the sun. Correction can make a 
Christian cleaner, wiser, softer, more cautious, more compassionate, more prayerful, and 
more useful if he submits to what God is teaching. The scars may remain, but scars can 
become reminders that certain roads do not need to be traveled twice. 



The “peaceable fruit of righteousness” is worth more than the temporary comfort sin 
promised. A corrected Christian learns the peace of a clean conscience. He learns the 
value of obedience before consequences arrive. He learns that God’s warnings are fences, 
not prison bars. The command “Thou shalt not” is often God placing a guardrail along a cliff 
while the flesh complains that the view is restricted. Years later, the wise believer thanks 
God for every guardrail that kept him from going over the edge and every correction that 
pulled him back when he climbed across one. Chastening is not pleasant, but neither is 
surgery, and sensible people do not curse the surgeon for cutting out what would have 
killed them. 

Conclusion — Grace Has a Woodshed 

The Christian must therefore get rid of the childish idea that grace means God overlooks 
whatever His children do. Grace saves completely. Grace keeps the believer eternally 
secure in Christ. Grace assures him that there is “no condemnation” because Christ bore 
that condemnation. But grace also brings him into a family where the Father takes holiness 
seriously. The believer is not an orphan wandering without supervision. He is a son under 
divine authority. When he sins and refuses correction, God may deal with him. That dealing 
can be painful because sin is serious and love is serious. The Father who bought His child 
with the blood of His Son has no intention of handing that child over to the flesh without a 
fight. Heaven did not pay Calvary’s price so carnality could raise the believer afterward. 

Neither should the believer fear chastening as proof that salvation has disappeared. The 
woodshed is inside the family property, not outside it. Hebrews says God “dealeth with you 
as with sons.” First Corinthians says believers are chastened “that we should not be 
condemned with the world.” Romans says there is no condemnation in Christ. Those truths 
fit together perfectly. Eternal security answers where you stand. Chastening addresses how 
you walk. The Christian may lose comfort, opportunity, health, reward, reputation, 
possessions, relationships, or years through stubborn sin, but none of those losses require 
us to pretend Christ’s blood has failed. Salvation is secure enough to withstand the rod, 
and sonship is real enough to require it. 

So when God corrects, do not despise it and do not faint beneath it. Listen. Search the 
Book. Confess known sin. Stop defending what God condemned. Submit to the Father. 
Learn the lesson before another lesson becomes necessary. The woodshed is not pleasant, 
but neither is the ditch God may be keeping you out of. Every stroke of legitimate divine 
chastening says two things at once: “You are Mine,” and “You cannot keep going this way.” 
That is not cruelty. That is fatherhood. Grace removes hell from the Christian’s future, but it 
does not remove the Father’s right to straighten His child in the present. The wise believer 



thanks God not only for the arms that receive him when he returns, but also for the hand 
strong enough to correct him before rebellion ruins what grace intended to use. 

 

 

6 of 10: What Happens When a Christian Sins? — Forgiven Does Not Mean 
Consequence-Free 

Key Passage: Galatians 6:7–8 

“Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to 
the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.” 

One of the most dangerous lies a Christian can believe is that forgiveness automatically 
erases every earthly consequence of sin. The Bible teaches nothing of the kind. God can 
forgive the sinner completely and still allow the harvest from his sowing to come up right on 
schedule. Galatians 6:7 does not say, “Whatsoever a lost man soweth.” It says, 
“whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” Salvation does not repeal cause and 
effect. Grace does not turn foolishness into wisdom after the fact. The blood of Christ 
settles the believer’s eternal standing before God, but it does not promise that a wrecked 
marriage, ruined reputation, empty bank account, diseased body, criminal record, 
shattered friendship, or squandered opportunity will suddenly repair itself because the 
guilty man finally confessed. Forgiveness is glorious. Consequences are real. Confusing 
the two produces Christians who think grace comes with an earthly reset button hidden 
somewhere behind Romans 8. 

The cross guarantees that the saved believer will never pay the eternal penalty for his sins. 
Jesus Christ paid that penalty. Romans 8:1 says, “There is therefore now no condemnation 
to them which are in Christ Jesus.” Colossians 2:13 says the believer has been forgiven “all 
trespasses.” Ephesians 1:7 says, “In whom we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of sins.” That is settled. But nowhere does Paul say, “Therefore every natural, 
relational, physical, financial, legal, and social consequence of bad decisions will be 
miraculously removed.” The thief may be forgiven and still have to return what he stole. The 
adulterer may be cleansed before God while discovering that trust does not grow back 
overnight. The drunk driver may confess with tears and still face a demolished automobile, 
injuries, court dates, and people whose lives will never be exactly the same. Grace removes 
damnation. It does not always remove damage. 



That distinction ought to sober every Christian before sin, not merely comfort him 
afterward. The flesh always advertises sin with the price tag turned over. It shows the 
pleasure and hides the bill. Hebrews 11:25 speaks of “the pleasures of sin for a season,” 
and the devil has spent thousands of years perfecting the art of selling the season while 
concealing what follows it. Sin says, “You can handle this.” Sin never says, “You may spend 
ten years repairing what ten minutes destroyed.” It says, “Nobody will know.” It does not 
mention that God already knows and people have a remarkable habit of eventually finding 
out. It says, “You can always repent later.” It forgets to mention that repentance may restore 
fellowship while leaving wreckage behind. Sin is a salesman who delivers the merchandise 
immediately and mails the invoice after the return policy expires. 

1. Sowing and Reaping Still Operates Under Grace 

Galatians 6:7 begins with a warning: “Be not deceived.” That tells you immediately that the 
subject involves an area where men are especially prone to fool themselves. Then comes 
the next statement: “God is not mocked.” A man mocks God when he imagines he can 
violate divine principles repeatedly and somehow escape the harvest because he 
possesses correct doctrine. Eternal security is true, but using eternal security as a fertilizer 
for carnality is an abuse of truth. The believer is secure in Christ, yet God still says, 
“whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” Grace does not cancel agriculture. 
Plant corn and corn comes up. Plant thistles and do not stand in the field six months later 
acting betrayed because the harvest lacks strawberries. Spiritual sowing has the same 
stubborn honesty. Seeds remember what they are even when the sower has forgotten. 

Verse 8 makes the distinction practical: “For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh 
reap corruption.” The flesh always promises more than it can deliver and charges more 
than it advertised. Sow anger and eventually relationships suffer. Sow lust and eventually 
the mind, marriage, testimony, or body pays a price. Sow laziness and opportunities 
disappear. Sow dishonesty and trust evaporates. Sow pride and correction becomes 
harder to receive. Sow bitterness and the poison spreads beyond the original injury. The 
principle is not complicated. A Christian can sow the same fleshly seed as an unbeliever 
and receive many of the same earthly crops. Salvation does not make a man physically 
immune to drunkenness, financially immune to gambling, relationally immune to adultery, 
or socially immune to deceit. The Holy Ghost does not turn stupidity into wisdom simply 
because stupidity was committed by somebody who knows Ephesians 2:8–9. 

The positive side is equally true. “He that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life 
everlasting.” In context, Paul is contrasting two directions of life and their fruits. The 
believer who invests in prayer, Scripture, obedience, generosity, honesty, purity, diligence, 
and service is sowing a different kind of field. Those seeds also produce consequences. 



Good choices do not earn salvation, but they certainly affect the quality and usefulness of 
the Christian life. God has built moral order into His dealings with men. The tragedy is that 
Christians sometimes demand that God suspend that order after they have spent years 
sowing badly. They want grace to function like a bulldozer sent to flatten every harvest they 
planted on purpose. God forgives sin, but He is under no obligation to make bad seed 
produce good fruit. 

2. David Was Forgiven, but the Sword Remained 

David’s sin involving Bathsheba and Uriah gives one of Scripture’s clearest demonstrations 
of forgiveness without consequence removal. When Nathan confronted him in 2 Samuel 
12, David said, “I have sinned against the LORD.” Nathan responded, “The LORD also hath 
put away thy sin; thou shalt not die.” There is forgiveness. God did not leave David 
wondering whether his confession had reached heaven. The sin was acknowledged, and 
Nathan declared that the Lord had put it away. But the conversation did not end there. 
Nathan immediately announced consequences. Forgiveness arrived in the same chapter 
as judgment. Anybody teaching that divine forgiveness automatically wipes the earthly 
slate clean has to run past 2 Samuel 12 with both eyes shut and a theological blanket over 
his head. 

Nathan told David, “the sword shall never depart from thine house.” He also said that 
because David’s deed had “given great occasion to the enemies of the LORD to 
blaspheme,” the child born from the affair would die. Those are severe consequences. 
David fasted, prayed, lay upon the earth, and sought God, yet the child died. Later came 
turmoil within his family, including Amnon’s sin, Absalom’s revenge and rebellion, and 
bitter grief in David’s house. David was still God’s man. David was still forgiven. David still 
wrote Scripture under inspiration. Yet forgiveness did not rewind history to the evening 
before he saw Bathsheba. The clock went forward, and the crop came up. God can put 
away guilt without pretending consequences never germinated. 

This should destroy the childish notion that confession is a magic eraser. David’s fellowship 
could be restored, his heart cleansed, and his relationship with God renewed, but Uriah did 
not climb out of the grave. Bathsheba’s history could not be unwritten. The scandal could 
not be removed from the record. The enemies of God had received ammunition, and that 
fact itself became part of the consequence. Sin reaches farther than the sinner expects. 
Throw a rock into a pond and the ripples do not stop at the point of impact because the 
thrower feels sorry. David learned that lesson in the hardest possible way. God’s 
forgiveness was real enough to save him from condemnation, but God’s government was 
real enough to let the sword remain in the house. 



3. Moses Was Still God’s Servant, but Canaan Was Lost 

Moses provides another sobering example. In Numbers 20, Israel complained for water, 
and God instructed Moses to speak to the rock. Instead, Moses said, “Hear now, ye rebels; 
must we fetch you water out of this rock?” and struck the rock twice. Water still came out, 
but God addressed Moses and Aaron immediately: “Because ye believed me not, to 
sanctify me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore ye shall not bring this 
congregation into the land which I have given them.” Moses did not become an unbelieving 
pagan. He did not cease being the man God had used at the Red Sea, Sinai, and through 
forty years of wilderness leadership. But one act of public disobedience carried a 
consequence that touched the great desire of his remaining earthly life. 

Deuteronomy 3 records Moses asking the Lord to let him cross over and see the good land. 
God answered, “Let it suffice thee; speak no more unto me of this matter.” That is one of 
the hardest sentences in the Old Testament. Moses prayed, but the consequence 
remained. God loved him. God continued speaking with him. God allowed him to view the 
land from Pisgah. Deuteronomy 34 says there arose not a prophet in Israel like unto Moses, 
whom the Lord knew face to face. Yet Moses died east of Jordan. Forgiven men can lose 
opportunities that prayer does not restore. There are doors God can close because of 
disobedience and leave closed even after the heart is right. That should make anybody with 
sense think twice before treating sin as a temporary inconvenience. 

Moses also teaches us that position and privilege can increase accountability. The more 
light a man has, the more serious it is when he deliberately walks against it. Moses 
represented God publicly before Israel. His action misrepresented the Lord in front of the 
congregation, and God dealt with him accordingly. Christians sometimes think years of 
faithful service create a bank account from which they may withdraw one major rebellion 
without cost. Scripture never says that. Forty years of obedience did not purchase Moses a 
coupon for one free public act of disobedience. Yesterday’s faithfulness is not permission 
for today’s carnality. A long testimony is precious, but precisely because it is long, one 
foolish act can damage something that took decades to build. The taller the tree, the louder 
the crash when somebody takes an axe to the trunk. 

4. Forgiveness Does Not Automatically Restore Trust 

One of the most painful consequences of sin occurs in relationships. Trust can be 
destroyed in minutes and rebuilt, if it can be rebuilt at all, over months or years. Suppose a 
husband commits adultery, confesses it sincerely, and receives God’s forgiveness. His wife 
is not therefore required to wake up the next morning with every wound miraculously gone. 
Forgiveness and trust are not identical. Forgiveness addresses guilt and resentment; trust 



concerns proven reliability over time. A liar may be forgiven after one honest confession, 
but credibility usually requires many honest actions afterward. Nobody repairs a bridge by 
announcing that the engineer apologized for blowing it up. There is rebuilding to do. 

This distinction matters because guilty people sometimes weaponize forgiveness against 
the people they hurt. “I said I was sorry. Why can’t you get over it?” That sentence can 
reveal that repentance has not yet learned humility. If your sin damaged another person, 
you do not get to set the timetable for that person’s recovery. The thief does not lecture the 
victim about materialism because the victim wants his property returned. The adulterer 
does not get to quote verses about forgiveness as a shortcut around accountability. Biblical 
repentance accepts that wrongdoing creates obligations. Zacchaeus said in Luke 19 that if 
he had taken anything by false accusation, he would restore fourfold. He did not say, “I met 
Jesus, so everybody I cheated needs to stop living in the past.” Grace produced restitution, 
not arrogance. 

Trust is earned through consistent truthfulness, transparency, humility, and time. That does 
not mean wounded people may justify endless bitterness, revenge, or cruelty. Scripture 
governs both parties. But the sinner must understand that being forgiven by God does not 
entitle him to instant reinstatement in every human relationship or position. A pastor who 
commits disqualifying sin may be forgiven fully and yet never return to the pulpit. A 
treasurer who embezzles may get right with God and still never again be handed the church 
checkbook. A parent who repeatedly breaks promises may need years of consistency 
before a child believes his words. Forgiveness can restore fellowship with God immediately 
upon honest confession; human trust usually travels at the speed of demonstrated 
character. 

5. Physical, Financial, and Legal Consequences Can Remain 

The body does not become immune to consequences because the soul is saved. First 
Corinthians 6 warns believers against fornication and says, “he that committeth fornication 
sinneth against his own body.” There are sins that carry bodily consequences. A man can 
abuse alcohol for decades, get gloriously right with God, and still live with damaged organs. 
A person can engage in sexual sin, confess sincerely, and still face disease or other 
physical consequences. A reckless act can produce an injury that remains long after the 
spiritual issue has been settled. God may heal; God may not. The Christian has no promise 
that conversion or confession automatically reverses every law of biology. Grace can 
cleanse the conscience while the body still carries scars. 

Financial consequences work the same way. A believer can waste years in foolish 
spending, greed, dishonest schemes, or gambling and later repent, but the bank does not 



usually receive revelation from heaven that the mortgage has disappeared. Interest 
continues to calculate with remarkable theological neutrality. Creditors do not cease 
existing because the debtor read Psalm 51. If restitution is required, repentance may 
actually make the financial consequence more immediate because an honest man now 
wants to pay what he owes. Christianity does not teach the forgiven thief to pray that God 
will keep the stolen money hidden. Ephesians 4:28 says, “Let him that stole steal no more: 
but rather let him labour.” Grace puts the man to work instead of teaching him how to 
spiritualize unpaid bills. 

Legal consequences can remain as well. Romans 13 recognizes civil authority and says 
rulers are ministers of God for judgment upon evildoing. A Christian who breaks the law 
cannot always escape the earthly penalty by announcing that God forgave him. If a saved 
man drives drunk and kills somebody, confession may restore fellowship with God, but it 
does not erase the police report, the courtroom, or the grieving family. He may go to prison 
forgiven. That sentence does not mean God failed him. It means government still has a 
function. Christians sometimes want grace to make them exempt from every institution 
God Himself ordained. That is not spirituality. That is somebody trying to use the blood of 
Christ as a forged hall pass. 

6. Lost Opportunities May Never Return 

Time is one of the most unforgiving areas of consequence because time does not come 
back. Ephesians 5:15–16 says, “See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as 
wise, Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.” A believer can waste ten years and 
later get right with God, but he does not become ten years younger. Those birthdays do not 
reverse themselves. Opportunities connected with a particular season of life may be gone 
permanently. Children grow up. Parents die. Doors close. Ministries change. Strength 
decreases. The harvest season passes. Grace can give a man a wonderful future without 
handing him a second copy of the past. 

That truth should especially sober younger Christians who imagine they can “get serious 
later.” Later is one of the devil’s favorite words. He seldom has to persuade a Christian to 
renounce God outright if he can merely persuade him to postpone obedience. “Serve later. 
Study later. Quit that sin later. Mend that relationship later. Give later. Pray later.” Then later 
arrives carrying gray hair, accumulated habits, fewer opportunities, and a calendar full of 
graves. Ecclesiastes, in its proper setting, repeatedly confronts the brevity and vanity of life 
under the sun, and the practical lesson remains obvious: days disappear. A man who burns 
twenty years cannot buy replacements at the store. Time is the one currency everybody 
spends at exactly the same rate and nobody earns back. 



Yet loss of opportunity does not mean loss of all usefulness. Joel 2:25 speaks in Israel’s 
national context of God restoring years eaten by the locust, and while that promise must 
not be stolen and pasted directly onto the Church as a guaranteed personal contract, 
Scripture repeatedly demonstrates that God can use people after severe failure. Peter was 
restored. John Mark became profitable. But restoration is not time travel. God may open 
new doors rather than reopen old ones. The wise believer accepts that without demanding 
that God recreate yesterday. There is grace for what remains. The lesson is not, “Since I 
wasted ten years, I may as well waste ten more.” That is the logic of a man who punctures 
one tire and then slashes the other three because the first cannot be repaired. 

7. Consequences Can Become Teachers Instead of Tombstones 

The Christian must learn to distinguish consequences from hopelessness. Some 
consequences remain, but they can still be used by God to produce humility, wisdom, 
compassion, and caution. Hebrews 12 says chastening yields “the peaceable fruit of 
righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby.” A scar can become a warning sign 
instead of merely an ugly memory. The believer who has learned painfully may become far 
less impressed by the flesh’s promises. He knows where certain roads go because he has 
already paid the toll. That knowledge should produce wisdom. A burned hand ought to 
develop respect for fire. If the same man keeps putting his palm on the same stove and 
calling it spiritual warfare, eventually somebody needs to introduce him to Proverbs. 

Consequences can also deepen compassion without softening truth. A Christian who has 
been forgiven after serious failure may become better equipped to restore others “in the 
spirit of meekness,” as Galatians 6:1 commands. He knows sin is ugly because he has seen 
it up close. He knows grace is real because he has needed it. He knows consequences hurt 
because he still carries some. That combination can produce a valuable servant: firm 
about sin, thankful for grace, and free from the smugness of somebody who thinks falling is 
something only other people do. Biblical meekness does not excuse sin. It remembers that 
the restorer is also flesh and says, “considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.” A man 
who survived his own shipwreck should not laugh at people still swimming. 

The goal is to let consequences teach without allowing them to define the rest of life. Paul 
said in Philippians 3:13–14 that he was “forgetting those things which are behind” and 
reaching forth unto the things before. That does not mean pretending the past never 
happened. It means refusing to let yesterday become the permanent address of the soul. If 
the consequence remains, carry it faithfully. If restitution is required, make it. If trust must 
be rebuilt, rebuild it patiently. If a door is closed, serve God through another door. If a scar 
remains, let it remind you why obedience matters. Grace does not always remove the limp, 
but a man can still walk with God while limping. Jacob carried a limp after Peniel, and 



sometimes the weakness a man carries becomes the very thing that keeps him from 
strutting. 

Conclusion — Grace Forgives the Sinner Without Lying About the Harvest 

The doctrine is simple: forgiveness and consequences are not the same thing. In Christ, the 
saved believer is eternally forgiven, justified, redeemed, and free from condemnation. 
When he sins, confession restores fellowship. But earthly consequences may continue 
because God has not promised to erase every effect of every act. David was forgiven, yet 
the sword remained. Moses remained God’s servant, yet Canaan was lost to him in this life. 
Christians today may face damaged relationships, weakened bodies, empty accounts, 
legal judgments, lost ministries, wounded families, ruined reputations, or opportunities 
that never return. None of those things prove that Christ’s blood failed. They prove that sin 
was never as cheap as the flesh advertised. 

That is why the time to think about consequences is before sin, not after it. Ask where the 
road goes before putting the car in gear. Ask what the decision may cost your spouse, 
children, church, testimony, health, finances, ministry, and future. The flesh will tell you 
that you can always confess later, but the flesh conveniently leaves out what confession 
cannot undo. You can apologize for striking the match; that does not mean the burned 
house reassembles itself. You can confess the lie; that does not guarantee everybody 
trusts the next sentence. You can repent of wasted years; that does not put them back on 
the calendar. The wisest Christian is not the man who knows how to recover from every 
wreck. It is the man who believes the warning signs early enough to avoid some wrecks 
altogether. 

And when failure has already happened, do not confuse remaining consequences with 
remaining condemnation. If the sin is confessed, trust the blood. If restitution can be 
made, make it. If consequences must be borne, bear them humbly. If trust must be rebuilt, 
give it time. If a door is closed, stop kicking it and serve God where another one opens. If 
the harvest is painful, learn from every stalk. Grace does not promise to make the field 
forget what was planted, but it does promise that the believer’s eternal destiny rests in 
Christ and not in the crop. Forgiveness is real. Consequences are real. Wisdom learns both 
truths before sin. Humility learns both after it. And the Christian who finally understands 
them will stop treating grace like an earthly reset button and start treating obedience like 
the mercy it really is. 

 

 



7 of 10: What Happens When a Christian Sins? — When Sin Wrecks a Christian 
Testimony 

Key Passage: 2 Samuel 12:13–14 

“And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the LORD. And Nathan said unto David, 
The LORD also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die. Howbeit, because by this deed 
thou hast given great occasion to the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme, the child also 
that is born unto thee shall surely die.” 

A Christian never sins alone. He may commit the act alone, hide it alone, lie about it alone, 
and imagine that the whole miserable business belongs inside a private little box marked 
“Personal,” but sin has never respected fences. It leaks. It spreads. It gets into marriages, 
children, churches, friendships, ministries, reputations, and the minds of unbelievers who 
have been listening to a Christian talk about Jesus Christ. David learned that truth with 
blood on his hands and shame in his house. When Nathan confronted him, David 
confessed plainly, “I have sinned against the LORD,” and Nathan answered just as plainly, 
“The LORD also hath put away thy sin.” There is forgiveness. But Nathan did not stop 
speaking. “Howbeit,” he continued, “because by this deed thou hast given great occasion 
to the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme.” David was forgiven before God while the public 
damage remained on earth. That one verse ought to cure the notion that private repentance 
instantly repairs public testimony. 

A Christian testimony is not salvation, and it must never be confused with salvation. A man 
is saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ, not by maintaining a spotless reputation. But 
after God saves him, his manner of life becomes part of the visible witness through which 
others judge the profession he makes. Paul told the Philippians to be “blameless and 
harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke,” shining “as lights in the world” (Philippians 
2:15). He told Titus that believers should adorn “the doctrine of God our Saviour in all 
things” (Titus 2:10). Doctrine can be adorned by a godly life, and doctrine can be disgraced 
by a hypocritical one. Truth remains true when its messenger falls, but the fallen messenger 
may make that truth harder for others to hear. A dirty window does not extinguish the sun, 
but it can certainly obstruct the view. 

That is especially serious for anyone who publicly teaches, preaches, leads, or carries 
visible Christian responsibility. Scripture demands “blameless” conduct from a bishop, “a 
good report of them which are without,” sobriety, faithfulness, and a life not giving 
legitimate occasion for reproach (1 Timothy 3:2–7). God does not require perfection, for no 
sinner could qualify, but He does require a credible life. The preacher who spends twenty 
years telling people what the Bible says can hand enemies twenty years of ammunition in 



twenty minutes of wickedness. The father who speaks of Christ at the supper table can 
cripple his children’s respect for that testimony through secret hypocrisy. The Christian 
businessman can put a Bible verse on his invoice and then erase its effect by cheating the 
customer. Sin is expensive anywhere, but public profession adds another line to the bill: 
the name of the Lord gets dragged through mud the believer himself stepped into. 

1. Private Sin Has a Public Shadow 

David’s fall began away from the battlefield and out of the public eye. Second Samuel 11 
records that at the time when kings went forth to battle, David remained at Jerusalem. From 
a rooftop he saw Bathsheba, sent for her, committed adultery, attempted to cover the 
pregnancy, and finally arranged Uriah’s death by military betrayal. Much of that machinery 
operated through messengers, letters, closed doors, and calculated concealment. David 
apparently believed he could manage the problem if he controlled enough information. But 
2 Samuel 11:27 ends with the sentence that tears every curtain down: “But the thing that 
David had done displeased the LORD.” There is no private room in the universe with a lock 
God cannot open. Men hide sin from neighbors; they never hide it from heaven. 

The hidden sin soon produced visible consequences because that is what hidden sin 
eventually does. Numbers 32:23 says, “be sure your sin will find you out.” In its historical 
setting, Moses was warning the tribes of Reuben and Gad concerning their obligation to 
Israel, but the principle is demonstrated throughout Scripture with frightening regularity. A 
concealed sin begins demanding protection. One lie needs another lie. One compromise 
requires another compromise. David’s lust required deception, deception required 
manipulation, manipulation required Uriah’s removal, and removal required murder by 
proxy. Sin never rents one room. Give it a closet and before long it wants the deed to the 
house. The believer who says, “This affects nobody but me,” has already started lying about 
the reach of his sin. 

Even when a particular act never becomes widely known, private sin still affects public 
testimony because it changes the person carrying that testimony. Secret lust changes the 
eyes. Secret bitterness changes the tongue. Secret greed changes business decisions. 
Secret pride changes preaching. Secret dishonesty changes relationships. A man cannot 
continuously feed one life in darkness and expect an entirely unrelated life to emerge in 
daylight. Eventually the underground root pushes something through the soil. Jesus said, 
“out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh” (Matthew 12:34). What fills the 
inside eventually finds a door. The Christian who guards his testimony only when people 
are watching is guarding an image, not a testimony. Character is what remains when the 
audience goes home. 



2. Sin Gives the Enemy Ammunition Against the Lord 

Nathan’s words to David are devastating because he did not merely say David had 
embarrassed himself. He said, “thou hast given great occasion to the enemies of the LORD 
to blaspheme.” David’s sin became somebody else’s weapon against David’s God. The 
enemies already hated the Lord; David did not create their unbelief. But he gave them 
material. He handed them a loaded rifle and painted a target on the wall. There will always 
be scoffers looking for an excuse to mock Christianity, and their unbelief remains their 
responsibility. Nevertheless, a Christian has no business furnishing their evidence box. 
Some enemies will invent hypocrisy where none exists. Shame on them. But when the 
Christian supplies actual hypocrisy, shame on him. 

This is why hypocrisy is so destructive. The unbeliever often cannot distinguish 
immediately between a false professor, a backslidden believer, an unqualified leader, and 
the Jesus Christ all of them claim to represent. He sees a preacher stealing money and 
says, “That Christianity is fake.” He sees a church leader committing adultery and says, 
“Those Christians are all the same.” His conclusion is logically wrong; Christ remains 
righteous even if ten thousand preachers become crooks. But the crooked preacher has 
still made the lie easier to sell. Judas did not corrupt Jesus Christ, but Judas certainly gave 
Christ’s enemies an opportunity to arrest Him. The failure of a representative never 
changes the character of the One represented, yet a bad representative can make truth 
wear an ugly uniform. 

That should put fear into anyone who speaks publicly for God. James 3:1 warns, “My 
brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we shall receive the greater condemnation.” 
Teachers carry additional responsibility because words multiply influence. Paul told 
Timothy, “Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine” (1 Timothy 4:16). Notice both. A 
man can have sound doctrine and rotten conduct. He can preach eternal security and 
secretly live like hell. He can defend the King James Bible and have a tongue that would 
embarrass a tavern. He can expose everybody else’s false doctrine while hiding his own 
false life. Correct doctrine does not become false because the teacher falls, but the 
teacher’s hypocrisy may cause hearers to throw away medicine because the pharmacist 
poisoned the bottle. 

3. Fellowship Can Be Restored Faster Than Credibility 

First John 1:9 gives the believing sinner a clear promise: “If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 
Fellowship with God can be restored when sin is honestly confessed and brought into the 
light. Christ’s blood does not require a probationary period before becoming sufficient. 



God does not tell the repentant believer to return in eighteen months after enough religious 
community service. The spiritual issue between the child and the Father can be dealt with 
immediately. That is grace. But credibility before men operates differently because men 
cannot see the heart the way God sees it. They observe conduct over time. A confession 
may happen in five minutes. Character generally has to be demonstrated much longer. 

That distinction frustrates guilty people because the flesh wants forgiveness and instant 
reinstatement bundled together. A man says, “God forgave me. Why can’t everybody else 
move on?” Perhaps everybody should forgive where Scripture commands forgiveness, but 
forgiveness is not the same as trust, qualification, or access. If a church treasurer stole fifty 
thousand dollars and confessed sincerely, nobody proves spirituality by handing him the 
checkbook at next Wednesday’s prayer meeting. Forgive him, help him, pray for him, 
restore him spiritually—but perhaps give Brother Honest the keys to the safe. The demand 
for immediate restoration to responsibility can become another form of pride: the offender 
wants everybody else’s confidence restored according to his timetable because waiting 
makes him uncomfortable. 

Credibility returns through consistent truthfulness, humility, submission, and time. 
Proverbs 22:1 says, “A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches.” A good name 
takes years to build because it consists of accumulated evidence. People watch whether 
words and conduct repeatedly agree. Once that name is damaged, rebuilding may be slow 
because the evidence must accumulate again. That is not cruelty. It is common sense. 
Nobody complains that a newly repaired bridge undergoes inspection before trucks are 
allowed across it. Yet Christians sometimes act offended when a life that publicly 
collapsed is not immediately opened to the same traffic. Restoration is real, but rebuilding 
requires proof that the repaired structure will bear weight. 

4. Leaders Are Held to a Higher Standard of Visible Conduct 

First Timothy 3 does not merely require a bishop to know doctrine. He must be “blameless,” 
“vigilant,” “sober,” “of good behaviour,” one who rules his own house well, and one who 
“must have a good report of them which are without.” Titus 1 repeats the word “blameless.” 
Those qualifications reveal something modern celebrity religion would prefer to forget: 
ability is not enough. A man may be brilliant, charismatic, gifted, articulate, productive, 
famous, and doctrinally knowledgeable while being morally unfit for leadership. God did 
not write, “A bishop then must be talented.” He wrote, “must be blameless.” Modern 
churches sometimes treat charisma like a theological dry cleaner—run scandal through 
the machine, give the man six months off, and hope enough applause removes the stain. 
Scripture is not impressed. 



Public ministry increases the reach of both faithfulness and failure. If a private Christian 
cheats somebody, the damage may remain relatively contained. If a nationally known 
preacher cheats thousands, unbelievers across the country may associate that scandal 
with the gospel. That is why Paul warned against putting a novice into leadership, “lest 
being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the devil” (1 Timothy 3:6). 
Spiritual leadership is not merely a bigger microphone. It is bigger accountability. The more 
people who hear your profession, the more people can be wounded when profession and 
practice collide. A lighthouse keeper cannot complain that everybody saw the darkness 
when he was the one assigned to keep the lamp burning. 

This is also why churches must resist institutional cover-ups. Protecting the reputation of a 
ministry by hiding serious sin usually destroys the very reputation leaders thought they 
were protecting. Proverbs 28:13 says, “He that covereth his sins shall not prosper.” When 
leaders conceal adultery, abuse, fraud, predatory behavior, or other serious wickedness 
merely because exposure might hurt offerings or attendance, they have moved from 
guarding a testimony to manufacturing a lie. First Timothy 5:20 says concerning elders who 
sin, “Them that sin rebuke before all, that others also may fear.” Scripture does not teach 
protecting wolves because they know religious vocabulary. Truth does not damage the 
church. Sin damages the church. Exposure merely turns on the light somebody should 
have turned on earlier. 

5. Restoration Does Not Always Mean Restoration to the Same Position 

Galatians 6:1 commands, “Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, 
restore such an one in the spirit of meekness.” Restoration is biblical. The fallen believer is 
not garbage. He is not to be kicked into a ditch and told never to darken a church door 
again. The purpose of correction is not to create permanent hopelessness. First 
Corinthians dealt severely with sin, but 2 Corinthians later warned against swallowing a 
repentant offender “with overmuch sorrow” and instructed the church to forgive and 
comfort him (2 Corinthians 2:7). Biblical discipline aims at repentance and restoration, not 
sadistic punishment. God has no shortage of Pharisees willing to shoot wounded soldiers 
and call the gunfire holiness. 

But restoring a brother to fellowship is not identical to restoring him to every office he 
previously occupied. Scripture sets qualifications for leadership. Those qualifications do 
not disappear because a man is gifted or because his apology was emotional. A pastor can 
be sincerely forgiven while no longer possessing the public blamelessness or good report 
required for the position. A teacher may be restored as a brother while wisdom limits future 
responsibilities because of what occurred. Every case requires biblical judgment, not 
public-relations management. Grace does not mean pretending nothing happened. Mercy 



and qualification answer different questions. A hospital may restore a surgeon to health 
after a breakdown without automatically handing him a scalpel before determining 
whether he can safely operate. 

The opposite extreme is equally wrong. Some Christians treat every past failure as an 
eternal brand that no amount of repentance can outlive. That is not New Testament 
restoration either. Peter denied Christ three times and later preached boldly. John Mark 
abandoned missionary work and later became so useful that Paul said, “Take Mark, and 
bring him with thee: for he is profitable to me for the ministry” (2 Timothy 4:11). Failure did 
not become their final chapter. Yet neither case teaches that consequences and 
qualifications do not matter. God can use restored sinners magnificently, sometimes in 
different ways than before. He specializes in using cracked vessels without pretending the 
crack never existed. The scar can become part of the testimony, provided the man quits 
reopening the wound. 

6. A Wrecked Testimony Hurts More People Than the Sinner 

Family often receives the first blast from a public Christian’s hidden sin. Children who have 
heard their father pray may be devastated when they discover he lived a double life. A wife 
who supported a husband’s ministry may find herself carrying humiliation she did not 
create. Parents, siblings, church members, and faithful workers can all suffer because one 
man decided his private appetite mattered more than everybody else’s public burden. 
David’s sin did not stay in David’s bedroom. Trouble entered his house. Sin always sends 
invoices to addresses the sinner did not bother to check before ordering the merchandise. 

Weaker believers can be damaged as well. Romans 14 and 1 Corinthians 8–10 teach 
Christians to consider the effect of their conduct upon weaker brethren, though those 
passages primarily address liberties and conscience rather than scandalous wickedness. 
The principle of caring about another believer’s spiritual welfare is unmistakable. A young 
Christian who trusted a leader may become cynical when that leader’s secret life surfaces. 
That cynicism is not automatically justified—Jesus Christ did not commit the sin—but 
mature believers should understand why the wound is serious. Saying, “You should have 
been following Jesus, not me,” may be doctrinally true and morally cowardly when spoken 
by the man who spent years inviting people to trust his spiritual leadership. 

Local churches suffer because scandal produces division, suspicion, embarrassment, and 
sometimes wholesale distrust. Faithful leaders suddenly inherit questions they did not 
create. Innocent families face whispers. Members who gave money, time, and confidence 
may feel betrayed. The world watches the whole ugly process. This is why sin must be 
confronted quickly and truthfully rather than handled like radioactive waste hidden under 



the fellowship hall. Concealment seldom protects innocent people for long. It usually 
protects the guilty while increasing the eventual blast radius. A church that loves truth 
should never fear truth enough to lie for its leaders. Christ does not need sinful men to 
protect His reputation by deception. He protected His own name quite well before any of 
us arrived. 

7. A Damaged Testimony Can Be Rebuilt, but Not by Pretending 

Rebuilding begins with confession that is honest, specific, and free from manipulation. 
David said, “I have sinned against the LORD.” He did not blame Bathsheba, his schedule, 
the stress of kingship, childhood wounds, or the architecture of palace rooftops. Psalm 51 
says, “I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me.” Real repentance 
stops hiring lawyers for the flesh. Public sin may require public acknowledgment because 
the scope of confession should honestly address the scope of the offense. That does not 
mean broadcasting every private detail to satisfy gossip. It means refusing to hide behind 
vague language designed to make serious wickedness sound like somebody misplaced a 
hymnbook. “Mistakes were made” is wonderful grammar for politicians and lousy 
repentance for Christians. 

Rebuilding also requires accepting consequences without demanding that everybody 
hurry. The man who destroyed trust must give people room to watch his life. He should 
welcome accountability rather than resent it. If restrictions are placed upon him, humility 
submits instead of campaigning for restoration. If he truly wants God’s glory more than his 
former position, he can serve without needing the title back. That becomes a powerful test 
of repentance. A man who says, “I only want to please God,” but becomes furious when he 
cannot have the microphone may have discovered that the microphone was part of the 
problem. Service is larger than a platform. There are plenty of ways to obey Jesus Christ 
that do not require your name on a church sign. 

Over time, faithfulness can establish a new pattern. Paul told Timothy to be “an example of 
the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity” (1 Timothy 
4:12). That is how testimony is built: not by publicity campaigns but by repeated obedience. 
The restored Christian may never recover every former relationship, office, or opportunity. 
Some people may never fully trust him again. That is painful, but he can still walk with God. 
His future usefulness does not depend upon recreating his old reputation exactly as it was. 
Sometimes the most credible testimony after failure is a humble man who no longer 
advertises himself, accepts what he lost, keeps his Bible open, keeps his promises, serves 
quietly, and lets years of faithfulness speak louder than another speech about how much 
he has changed. 



Conclusion — Guard the Name You Carry 

A Christian testimony is precious because it points beyond the Christian to Jesus Christ. 
That is why guarding it matters. Paul told believers, “Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or 
whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God” (1 Corinthians 10:31). The Christian does not 
belong to himself. His body was bought with a price. His words matter. His business 
practices matter. His marriage matters. His private habits matter. His internet history 
matters. His treatment of people who cannot benefit him matters. The life nobody 
applauds eventually determines whether the life everybody sees is real. Testimony is not 
polished public relations. It is truth lived long enough that people have reason to believe 
your profession. 

When that testimony is wrecked, grace still speaks. The blood of Jesus Christ has not lost 
its power because a Christian behaved shamefully. Fellowship can be restored through 
confession. The fallen believer can be forgiven, cleansed, corrected, and made useful 
again. But grace does not authorize Christians to erase qualifications, ignore 
consequences, rush trust, silence wounded people, or pretend scandal was merely an 
unfortunate misunderstanding. Neither should the church bury repentant believers forever 
beneath sins God has forgiven. Scripture gives us a better path: truth without cruelty, mercy 
without foolishness, forgiveness without make-believe, accountability without 
hopelessness, and restoration without rewriting history. That balance requires more Bible 
than either the execution squad or the public-relations department usually wants. 

David heard both sides in one conversation. “The LORD also hath put away thy sin.” Grace. 
“Howbeit, because by this deed thou hast given great occasion to the enemies of the LORD 
to blaspheme.” Consequence. Those sentences belong together. A man may get right with 
God in five minutes and spend five years rebuilding what five minutes of sin tore apart. That 
is why the wise Christian guards his testimony before it needs rebuilding. The price of 
private compromise is often paid publicly by people who never chose the sin. Keep short 
accounts with God. Flee temptation early. Protect your family. Protect the church. Protect 
weaker believers. Protect the credibility entrusted to you. Above all, remember whose 
name is attached to your profession. A Christian can survive a wrecked reputation, but he 
should never treat lightly the possibility that his wreck may give the enemies of the Lord 
another reason to blaspheme. 

 

 

8 of 10: What Happens When a Christian Sins? — Saved by Grace, but Losing the 
Reward 



Key Passage: 1 Corinthians 3:11–15 

“For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any 
man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; Every 
man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be 
revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is. If any man’s work 
abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any man’s work shall be 
burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.” 

There are two subjects religious people have been mixing together for centuries that the 
Bible keeps perfectly separate: salvation and reward. Salvation is a gift received by faith in 
Jesus Christ. Reward is something a saved man can gain or lose according to what he does 
after he has been saved. First Corinthians 3 could hardly say it more plainly. The foundation 
is Jesus Christ. Upon that foundation the believer builds. At the coming examination, some 
material survives and some material burns. Then Paul gives the verse that ought to put a 
padlock on every theological mouth claiming loss of reward means loss of salvation: “he 
shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.” The man loses something, 
but it is not eternal life. His foundation remains. His building suffers. God knows the 
difference even when religion seems determined not to. 

That distinction is essential when asking what happens when a Christian sins. Sin cannot 
undo the finished work of Jesus Christ, but it can waste enormous portions of a Christian 
life. It can consume time, corrupt motives, destroy opportunities, interrupt service, cripple 
testimony, weaken prayer, produce chastening, and turn years that might have produced 
gold, silver, and precious stones into a stack of spiritual kindling waiting for the match. 
Eternal security means the believer is safe in Christ. It does not mean everything he does 
after salvation receives a heavenly gold star. There is going to be an accounting. Romans 
14:12 says, “So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.” Apparently 
heaven has not adopted the modern philosophy that accountability is unloving. Grace 
saves the believer completely, and then grace teaches him that his saved life matters. 

The Judgment Seat of Christ therefore belongs in any serious study of Christian sin. Second 
Corinthians 5:10 says, “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ.” Paul 
includes himself: “we.” This is not the Great White Throne of Revelation 20 where the lost 
dead are judged before the lake of fire. Right division matters. The believer’s eternal 
destination is not being retried after Calvary. The question at the Judgment Seat concerns 
the Christian’s service, conduct, stewardship, motives, and works. What did you do with 
the life Christ purchased? What did you build upon the foundation He laid? The world may 
applaud a mountain of activity that heaven calls hay. A quiet act of faithfulness ignored by 



men may turn out to be gold. Down here we measure buildings, crowds, money, applause, 
titles, and visibility. Up there Jesus Christ tests “of what sort it is.” 

1. Jesus Christ Is the Foundation, Not the Reward 

Paul begins where every sound doctrine of Christian service must begin: “For other 
foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” The foundation is not the 
believer’s faithfulness, church attendance, generosity, theological education, preaching 
ability, moral record, or religious productivity. Jesus Christ Himself is the foundation. 
Salvation rests upon His finished work. First Corinthians 15 defines the gospel around 
Christ’s death for our sins, burial, and resurrection. Ephesians 2:8–9 says salvation is “by 
grace” through faith, “not of works, lest any man should boast.” You do not build the 
foundation. God laid it. You do not improve the foundation. Christ is sufficient. The man 
who thinks his Christian works help hold up his salvation is trying to pour concrete under a 
Rock that was standing before he arrived. 

But once the foundation is laid, something begins to happen: “if any man build upon this 
foundation.” The believer becomes a builder. Salvation puts him on the site, but his life 
after salvation determines what kind of structure goes up. That is where obedience, 
service, sacrifice, motives, stewardship, doctrine, faithfulness, and conduct enter. They do 
not form the foundation; they form the building. Confusing those categories produces 
either legalism or laziness. Legalism drags building materials underneath the foundation 
and tries to make works part of salvation. Carnality looks at the foundation, says, “Well, it 
cannot move,” and spends the next forty years building a cardboard shack. Both men 
missed the point. Security in Christ is not an excuse to build carelessly. It is the reason you 
have something worth building upon. 

This is why eternal security and accountability fit together perfectly. Because the believer’s 
salvation rests upon Christ, God can examine his Christian life without threatening to throw 
away the foundation. The Judgment Seat is not about determining whether Jesus 
succeeded. He did. It is about determining what the believer built upon what Jesus 
supplied. A secure salvation makes meaningful reward possible because the two are not 
being confused. The believer does not serve to stay out of hell. He serves because hell has 
already been removed from his future and his redeemed life now belongs to the One who 
removed it. The question is not, “Can I do enough to remain saved?” The question is, “What 
am I doing with a salvation I could never have earned in the first place?” 

2. Every Christian Is Building Something 

First Corinthians 3 lists six materials: “gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble.” 
Every Christian day contributes something to the structure. Some actions have eternal 



value. Others look impressive for a while and turn out to be combustible. Gold is not always 
large. Hay is not always small. Men judge size; God judges sort. A simple act of obedience 
performed for Christ may weigh more in heaven than a famous ministry performed for 
applause. A woman praying faithfully for her family may be laying up material men never 
notice. A preacher can fill auditoriums while quietly constructing a hay barn if pride, 
money, self-promotion, and compromise are driving the machinery. Heaven’s scales are 
not calibrated by popularity. 

That should put a stop to the idea that only “full-time ministry” counts as Christian service. 
Colossians 3:23 says, “And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto 
men.” The believer can serve Christ at work, at home, in church, while raising children, 
caring for family, giving, praying, witnessing, studying Scripture, helping another saint, 
enduring hardship faithfully, and obeying in ordinary places where nobody hands out 
certificates. God sees things men walk past. The Judgment Seat will reveal how much 
eternity was hidden inside ordinary obedience. Some Christians are waiting for a “great 
opportunity” while stepping over fifty small opportunities every week. They want a trumpet 
blast before obedience, while God keeps handing them a broom, a Bible, a needy person, 
and a responsibility. 

Sin interferes with that building process because every hour fed to the flesh is an hour 
unavailable for faithful service. The believer cannot relive yesterday. Ephesians 5:16 says, 
“Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.” Sin wastes more than moments; it 
creates habits, detours, consequences, and recovery periods. One foolish choice can 
consume years repairing the damage. A man may be forgiven immediately and still discover 
that time kept moving during his rebellion. The clock does not stop out of respect for grace. 
Every Christian receives a limited number of days, and nobody gets a refund on Tuesday 
because Monday was wasted. Eternity will reveal whether we invested life or merely spent 
it. 

3. The Fire Will Test the Sort of Every Man’s Work 

Paul says, “Every man’s work shall be made manifest.” That word ought to terrify hypocrisy. 
Much can remain hidden on earth. Motives can be concealed. Applause can disguise pride. 
Religious vocabulary can cover ambition. People can mistake activity for spirituality 
because people see the outside. The Judgment Seat strips the paint. The fire does not ask 
how impressive something looked; it tests “of what sort it is.” That is a deeper examination. 
God is not merely counting works. He is testing their quality. Men count sermons. God 
knows why they were preached. Men count dollars given. God knows whether generosity or 
vanity opened the wallet. Men count years of service. God knows how many of those years 
were lived for Christ rather than reputation. 



First Corinthians 4:5 says the Lord “will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will 
make manifest the counsels of the hearts.” Then “shall every man have praise of God.” 
Motive matters. A work can be outwardly correct and inwardly polluted. Paul says in 1 
Corinthians 13:3 that a man could bestow all his goods to feed the poor and even give his 
body to be burned, yet without charity it profits him nothing. Imagine that: spectacular 
sacrifice with a zero entered beside it. Heaven does not automatically reward drama. God 
knows whether the heart loved Him, loved people, loved applause, loved control, or loved 
being thought spiritual. You cannot fool the fire by painting hay gold. 

That should make the Christian examine why he does what he does. Is the service offered 
because Christ is worthy, or because recognition feels good? Would you still do it if nobody 
knew? Would you remain faithful if somebody else received the credit? Would you obey if 
obedience made you less popular? The Judgment Seat removes the audience and leaves 
the work before Jesus Christ. That ought to cure a lot of platform fever. Some men can 
preach powerfully while secretly starving if the applause disappears. Others serve quietly 
for decades without anybody knowing their name. Eternity may rearrange the seating chart 
considerably. The Lord has never needed a publicity department to remember who served 
Him faithfully. 

4. Sin Turns Valuable Time Into Combustible Material 

Sin has an eternal cost even where eternal life itself cannot be lost. That is one reason 
Satan attacks Christians after conversion. If he cannot damn the soul, he can attempt to 
waste the life. A believer spending twenty years in bitterness may still reach heaven, but 
what could those twenty years have produced? A Christian enslaved to lust, greed, pride, 
laziness, entertainment, anger, or worldly ambition may remain secure in Christ while 
becoming nearly useless for Christ. Satan does not need to drag a Christian to hell if he can 
park him on the sideline until the Rapture. A soldier does not have to join the enemy to 
become ineffective; he can simply spend the battle polishing his boots. 

Sin also corrupts motives. A Christian can continue serving outwardly while inward 
fellowship has collapsed. The machinery still runs, the sermons still come, the songs still 
get sung, the checks still get written, but the heart is somewhere else. First Corinthians 
9:27 shows Paul’s concern that after preaching to others he himself might become “a 
castaway”—not cast away from salvation, but disapproved for service and reward. Paul did 
not presume that apostolic credentials made discipline unnecessary. If anybody could 
have framed a certificate and relaxed, it was Paul. Instead he kept his body under 
subjection. He knew Christian service could be publicly successful and privately 
disqualified. A ministry can keep moving after the oil light comes on; eventually the engine 
sends its opinion. 



Sin also closes opportunities. Broken trust, ruined health, family consequences, damaged 
testimony, or disciplinary restrictions can remove doors that once stood open. God can 
restore usefulness, but restoration does not create a time machine. The believer may serve 
faithfully again, yet some opportunities belong to seasons that passed during rebellion. 
That is why Scripture says, “Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the 
time” (Colossians 4:5). The wise Christian thinks beyond the pleasure of the present 
temptation. He asks what this may cost next year, ten years from now, and at the Judgment 
Seat. The flesh says, “Just once.” Eternity asks, “And what did once set in motion?” 

5. Loss at the Judgment Seat Is Real Loss 

Paul uses unmistakable language: “he shall suffer loss.” If loss means nothing, the Holy 
Ghost chose a strange word. Something genuinely valuable can be forfeited. The Christian 
still possesses eternal life because Paul immediately says, “but he himself shall be saved.” 
There is the distinction in black ink. The man is saved. His works burn. Religion has spent 
centuries trying to make salvation and reward occupy the same chair when Paul put them 
in separate rooms. The passage is not purgatory, because the man is not being purified by 
fire. His work is tested. Nor is he being judged to determine whether Christ’s righteousness 
was adequate. He is already on the foundation. What burns is what he built. 

Second John 8 warns, “Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have 
wrought, but that we receive a full reward.” Again the Bible speaks of loss and reward in the 
life of believers. Colossians 3:24 says, “Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward 
of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ.” First Corinthians 9 compares Christian 
service to runners competing for a prize. Paul says they do it to obtain a corruptible crown, 
“but we an incorruptible.” Rewards are not imaginary decorations for theology charts. 
Scripture repeatedly presents crowns, recompense, praise, and inheritance connected 
with faithful service. The believer who says rewards do not matter is being more spiritual 
than the Holy Ghost, which is usually a dangerous career move. 

Yet reward must never become a selfish version of Christianity where we serve Christ 
merely to accumulate heavenly trophies. The highest motive remains love for the One who 
redeemed us. Still, Christ Himself chose to reward faithfulness, and despising His reward is 
not humility. A child who wants his father’s “well done” is not necessarily greedy; he values 
his father’s approval. Second Corinthians 5:9 says, “Wherefore we labour, that, whether 
present or absent, we may be accepted of him.” The believer is already accepted in Christ 
regarding salvation, yet Paul desires to be well-pleasing in service. The secure son still 
wants the Father’s approval. There is nothing mercenary about wanting Jesus Christ to look 
at a redeemed life and pronounce it faithful. 



6. Every Believer Will Give an Individual Account 

Romans 14:10 asks, “for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.” Verse 12 
follows: “So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.” Notice “himself.” At 
that judgment there will be no profitable comparison with the Christian in the next pew. The 
believer who spent his life saying, “At least I was better than him,” will discover that God did 
not schedule him to give an account of him. Comparison is one of the flesh’s favorite hiding 
places. The lazy man finds someone lazier. The carnal man finds somebody more 
scandalous. The proud man finds somebody less accomplished. Everybody wins the 
comparison until Jesus Christ walks into the room. 

Each believer has received different opportunities, abilities, responsibilities, light, time, 
resources, and spheres of service. God judges faithfulness with what was entrusted. First 
Corinthians 4:2 says, “Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.” A 
steward does not own what he manages. He answers to the owner. The believer’s body 
belongs to Christ. His time belongs to Christ. His money belongs to Christ. His abilities 
belong to Christ. His opportunities belong to Christ. Even the gospel he carries is a treasure 
entrusted to an earthen vessel. The question is not whether somebody else received more. 
The question is what you did with what God put in your hands. Complaining about another 
servant’s allotment does not improve your stewardship. 

This individual accounting also exposes the foolishness of living for human applause. 
People who praise you now will not stand beside you as legal counsel then. The 
congregation cannot vote to overrule Christ. Your family name, denomination, title, sales 
figures, social following, education, reputation, and earthly awards will not intimidate the 
Judge. Jesus Christ knows the whole record without needing exhibits. He saw every secret 
prayer and every secret compromise. He knows every sacrifice nobody thanked you for and 
every performance everybody applauded. That should comfort the faithful servant and 
sober the pretender. Nothing done for Christ is forgotten. Nothing done merely for show 
becomes eternal because the crowd clapped loudly enough. 

7. Live Now in the Light of That Day 

Second Corinthians 5:10 says we must appear before Christ “that every one may receive 
the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.” That 
ought to move the Judgment Seat from a doctrine chart into Monday morning. What we do 
in the body matters. The Christian life is not preparation for an imaginary examination 
thousands of years away; the examination concerns what we are doing now. Every choice 
is building material. Every act of obedience, every opportunity neglected, every temptation 



resisted, every compromise entertained, every word spoken, every stewardship decision, 
and every motive belongs to a life moving toward review. 

That truth should not produce neurotic fear in the believer. Christ is not waiting behind the 
Judgment Seat hoping to discover a technicality that sends His body to hell. Salvation is 
settled. But settled salvation should produce sober service. Philippians 2:12 speaks of 
working out salvation “with fear and trembling,” not working for salvation. The Christian 
carries something precious and ought to live accordingly. Grace does not make eternity 
less serious. It makes the present more valuable. A saved life is a purchased life. The man 
who knows he cannot lose heaven should therefore stop wasting earth. 

The sensible believer lives backward from that coming day. He asks what will matter when 
fire tests the work. Will this bitterness matter? Will this applause matter? Will this hidden 
sin look worth the years it consumed? Will the hours wasted feeding the flesh appear like a 
wise trade when Christ examines the building? We spend enormous energy protecting 
investments that will disappear at death while neglecting investments that survive fire. Men 
insure houses, diversify accounts, maintain vehicles, and monitor retirement balances, 
then leave their eternal stewardship looking like a junk drawer. The Judgment Seat is 
coming. It is wise to build now with materials you will not be embarrassed to see tested 
then. 

Conclusion — Saved, Yet Suffering Loss 

First Corinthians 3:15 ought to settle the matter permanently: “If any man’s work shall be 
burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.” Salvation and 
reward are not the same. The believer’s eternal life rests upon Jesus Christ, the unmovable 
foundation. His reward concerns what he built upon that foundation. A man can therefore 
arrive in heaven saved and yet discover that much of his Christian life produced nothing 
that survived Christ’s examination. He may have had activity without value, popularity 
without faithfulness, labor without proper motive, or years consumed by sin and carnality. 
Heaven itself will be glorious because Christ is there, but Scripture still calls burned works 
“loss.” We should not be casual about what God calls loss. 

That truth should make sin look considerably less attractive. Sin does more than produce 
immediate guilt and earthly consequences. It steals building time. It redirects energy. It 
corrupts motives. It interrupts fellowship. It weakens testimony. It may close doors and 
destroy opportunities. The devil sells Christians ten minutes of pleasure while quietly 
collecting ten years of usefulness. That is a rotten exchange even before chastening begins. 
Eternal security should never make a Christian say, “Then it does not matter how I live.” It 



should make him say, “Christ settled my eternity at such cost; why would I waste the life He 
purchased?” The safest soul in the universe still has a stewardship worth guarding. 

So build carefully. Build with Scripture. Build with obedience. Build with faithfulness when 
nobody notices. Build with pure motives, charity, sacrifice, prayer, truth, holiness, service, 
and a clean conscience. When sin interrupts the work, confess it quickly, receive God’s 
cleansing, and get back to building instead of spending another decade sitting beside the 
wreckage. You will not be saved by the building. Jesus Christ is the foundation and 
salvation is His gift. But one day the fire will pass over everything built upon that 
foundation, and what survives will tell the truth about how the redeemed life was spent. A 
man may enter glory with nothing but salvation, but there is no virtue in arriving before 
Jesus Christ carrying the ashes of a life that could have been gold. 

 

 

9 of 10: What Happens When a Christian Sins? — The Sin Unto Death and the Believer 
Who Would Not Stop 

Key Passage: 1 John 5:16–17 

“If any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall ask, and he shall give 
him life for them that sin not unto death. There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he shall 
pray for it. All unrighteousness is sin: and there is a sin not unto death.” 

There are warnings in the New Testament that comfortable Christianity would rather keep 
locked in the basement. First John 5:16 is one of them: “There is a sin unto death.” Paul tells 
the Corinthians that because of their wicked conduct at the Lord’s supper, “many are weak 
and sickly among you, and many sleep” (1 Corinthians 11:30). In Acts 5, Ananias and 
Sapphira lie concerning their gift, are confronted by apostolic authority, and fall dead. 
Whatever modern religion wants to do with those passages, it does not have permission to 
replace “death,” “sleep,” “weak,” and “sickly” with “nothing serious happens because we 
are under grace.” Grace is not spiritual bubble wrap. The Christian is eternally secure in 
Christ, but that security does not make him physically indestructible when he persists in 
rebellion against the God who bought him. 

The subject must be handled carefully because two opposite errors wait on either side. 
One crowd seizes every severe warning and turns it into lost salvation. Apparently eternal 
life lasts until God gets sufficiently angry, at which point “eternal” quietly changes 
definitions. The other crowd is so frightened of undermining eternal security that it drains 
every warning of its teeth. But Scripture does not require us to choose between eternal 



security and severe earthly judgment. First Corinthians 11 actually joins the truths 
together: “when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be 
condemned with the world.” There is judgment. There is chastening. There can be sickness 
and physical death. Yet the purpose is explicitly distinguished from condemnation with the 
world. God can deal severely with a Christian in time without reversing what Christ 
accomplished for him eternally. 

This is not a license to pronounce judgment upon every Christian who dies young, develops 
an illness, or suffers tragedy. Job’s friends tried that kind of theology and managed to speak 
confidently while being wrong for chapter after chapter. Scripture never authorizes us to 
inspect somebody’s obituary and declare, “God killed him for secret sin.” We do not know 
what God has not revealed. Christians suffer for many reasons, and death comes to 
righteous and unrighteous alike. But refusing reckless speculation is not the same as 
refusing clear Scripture. The Bible plainly teaches that God sometimes judges His own 
severely in the present life. The proper response is neither morbid suspicion nor theological 
anesthesia. It is sober fear. A Christian ought to know better than to keep kicking against 
the Father and assuming the only possible response from heaven is another gentle 
reminder. 

1. First John Says There Is a Sin Unto Death 

John begins with “If any man see his brother sin.” That word “brother” deserves attention. 
The passage is not presented as a warning about some distant pagan shaking his fist at 
God. John is addressing people within the sphere of Christian fellowship and speaks of a 
brother sinning. He distinguishes between “a sin which is not unto death” and “a sin unto 
death.” The text does not provide a convenient catalog naming one isolated act that 
automatically constitutes the sin unto death in every case. That has not stopped religious 
imagination from producing catalogs anyway. Men are wonderfully inventive when God 
leaves a blank space. The safer course is to let the verse say what it says: there are sins for 
which prayer is contemplated normally, and there is a point associated with sin where 
death becomes the issue. 

The context also refuses the foolish idea that John is teaching sinless perfection. Verse 17 
says, “All unrighteousness is sin: and there is a sin not unto death.” All sin is sin, but all sin 
does not produce the same immediate temporal consequence. That is common sense 
even in ordinary life. Lying to your neighbor and stepping deliberately in front of a speeding 
truck are both wrong decisions, but only one is likely to place a funeral director on the 
schedule by supper. Scripture recognizes distinctions in consequence without inventing 
distinctions in the essential wickedness of unrighteousness. The Christian should never 
reason, “If this particular sin is not unto death, I suppose it is safe.” That is like asking how 



much poison can be swallowed before the emergency room becomes necessary. Sensible 
men avoid poison instead of negotiating dosage. 

What exactly constitutes the final point of a “sin unto death” in an individual case is not 
something Scripture gives believers authority to diagnose from the outside. That boundary 
belongs to God. He knows the light given, warnings ignored, chastening resisted, 
opportunities refused, motives involved, and entire history hidden from everybody else. 
This is why the verse should produce self-examination rather than witch-hunting. The 
purpose is not to create a Christian detective agency specializing in mysterious funerals. It 
is to remind believers that persistent sin is not a toy. God knows when correction has been 
despised long enough, when rebellion has become hardened, and when a servant’s earthly 
usefulness has reached an end. We should tremble at that possibility without pretending 
God handed us His private ledger. 

2. Corinth Proves That Saved People Can Be Judged Physically 

First Corinthians 11 removes much of the fog because Paul addresses the church directly. 
The Corinthians were treating the Lord’s supper disgracefully. Their gatherings had become 
selfish, disorderly, divisive, and in some cases drunken. Paul says, “he that eateth and 
drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord’s 
body.” In the next verse he explains the temporal result: “For this cause many are weak and 
sickly among you, and many sleep.” “Sleep” is the familiar New Testament expression for 
the physical death of believers. Some were weak. Some were sick. Some had died. Paul did 
not need a seminar in positive thinking to explain the situation. He said, “For this cause.” 

Then comes the doctrinal safeguard: “For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be 
judged.” There is an escape from much chastening through honest self-judgment. Confess 
the sin. Quit defending it. Get right before the rod has to become heavier. Verse 32 
continues, “But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be 
condemned with the world.” There it is again. The judgment is real, but it is family 
judgment. These people are not described as losing salvation and joining the condemned 
world. Their chastening distinguishes them from that condemnation. Some Christians 
imagine eternal security means God has laid down every disciplinary tool except a 
disappointed facial expression. Corinth says otherwise. God had a medicine cabinet, a 
sickbed, and apparently a graveyard available. 

First Corinthians 11 should therefore destroy two misconceptions simultaneously. The 
legalist cannot honestly use every physical judgment passage to teach lost salvation 
because Paul says the Lord’s chastening prevents condemnation with the world. The 
libertine cannot honestly say salvation makes bodily judgment impossible because Paul 



says some believers were weak, some sickly, and some asleep for this very cause. The 
Bible has managed to offend both ditches, which is generally a good indication that the 
road between them is worth traveling. The believer is eternally secure enough that death 
itself cannot separate him from Christ, but he is accountable enough that God may decide 
his earthly career has gone far enough. Being taken home is better than hell, but it is a 
miserable substitute for finishing well. 

3. First Corinthians 5 Shows the Flesh Can Be Judged While the Spirit Is Saved 

First Corinthians 5 gives another sobering example. A man in the Corinthian church was 
involved in fornication so scandalous that Paul said such conduct was “not so much as 
named among the Gentiles.” The church, astonishingly, was “puffed up” instead of 
mourning. Paul instructed them concerning the offender: “To deliver such an one unto 
Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord 
Jesus.” That verse does not sound like modern church growth literature. Paul does not 
recommend a branding consultant, three months of private leave, and a comeback 
podcast. Sin has become severe enough that the flesh itself is placed in jeopardy while the 
text still looks toward the spirit being saved. 

Whatever details we may not know about how that judgment would operate, the distinction 
is impossible to miss. “Destruction of the flesh” is placed beside “that the spirit may be 
saved.” Physical judgment and eternal salvation are not mutually exclusive concepts. The 
Lord can preserve the eternal destiny of a believer while permitting terrible consequences 
in his earthly life. That is exactly why eternal security must never be converted into eternal 
irresponsibility. A man may be safe from hell and still not be safe from himself. He may 
belong to Christ eternally while living so rebelliously that the Lord removes protection, 
allows destruction, or cuts short opportunities that were being squandered. Salvation is 
not a fireproof suit for the flesh. 

Second Corinthians appears to show a repentant offender needing restoration and 
comfort, reminding us that severe discipline aims at repentance where repentance occurs. 
God is not eager to destroy Christian lives. Church discipline itself seeks recovery rather 
than vengeance. Yet the warning in First Corinthians 5 remains. Sin can progress to a point 
where sentimental treatment becomes cruelty disguised as kindness. A doctor who 
refuses to cut out gangrene because surgery sounds harsh is not compassionate; he is 
helping the infection. The church that pats rebellion on the head while quoting grace may 
be cooperating with the very sin that is destroying a brother. Grace restores the repentant. 
Grace never requires pretending rebellion is harmless. 

4. Ananias and Sapphira Show That God Will Not Be Mocked 



Acts 5 opens with Ananias and Sapphira selling a possession and keeping back part of the 
price while presenting their gift in a manner designed to create a false impression. Peter 
exposes the lie: “why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost?” Ananias hears 
the words and falls dead. Later Sapphira repeats the deception and falls dead as well. The 
passage does not invite us to build every detail of Church Age chastening from that unique 
apostolic setting, and Scripture does not explicitly give us a doctrinal biography of their 
eternal standing. But the event demonstrates something modern Christianity desperately 
needs to remember: God does not regard religious hypocrisy as cute. Lying in a church 
building does not become holy because the envelope contains money. 

Their sin was not that they failed to give every penny. Peter explicitly told Ananias the 
property remained his and that after it was sold the money was in his own power. The sin 
involved deception before God. They wanted the reputation of complete sacrifice without 
the reality of complete sacrifice. In other words, they wanted to purchase spiritual 
applause at a discount. That disease has survived quite well. Men still want people to think 
they pray more than they pray, give more than they give, sacrifice more than they sacrifice, 
know more Bible than they know, and live more cleanly than they live. Religious hypocrisy is 
the art of painting a halo on the outside while hiding receipts in the drawer. 

Acts 5 records the effect: “great fear came upon all the church, and upon as many as heard 
these things.” Imagine that—a church experiencing fear of God instead of hiring a 
consultant to make sure nobody feels uncomfortable. The deaths taught the early believers 
that the Holy Ghost was not a stage prop for religious performance. We are not authorized 
to expect everyone who lies in church today to fall dead beside the offering plate; if that 
were the rule, funeral homes would need overflow parking every Sunday. But the fact that 
God does not always judge immediately should never be mistaken for indifference. 
Ecclesiastes 8:11 warns that because sentence against an evil work is not executed 
speedily, the hearts of men become fully set to do evil. Delayed judgment has fooled many 
fools into thinking judgment retired. 

5. Persistent Rebellion Despises the Mercy of Repeated Warning 

The believer usually does not arrive at severe chastening without warnings along the way. 
Hebrews 12 describes the Father’s corrective hand and tells the son neither to despise 
chastening nor faint under rebuke. God convicts through Scripture. He uses preaching, 
circumstances, consequences, conscience, other believers, church discipline, and the 
inward ministry of the Holy Ghost. The Christian who keeps refusing those warnings is not 
merely committing an isolated act; he is building a pattern of resistance. One “no” to God 
becomes easier after another. The conscience becomes calloused. What once produced 



sleeplessness eventually produces a shrug. That is not spiritual maturity. When an alarm 
stops bothering you because you smashed it with a hammer, the quiet room is not safer. 

Proverbs repeatedly shows the danger of refusing correction, though those passages 
belong to Israel’s wisdom literature and must be handled in their setting. Proverbs 29:1 
nevertheless states a principle demonstrated across Scripture: “He, that being often 
reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy.” 
Reproof can be ignored only so long before hardness itself becomes part of the problem. 
Pharaoh is the classic example of repeated resistance, though his case is not Church Age 
chastening. The pattern is instructive: warning, resistance, greater judgment, greater 
hardness. A Christian should never borrow Pharaoh’s method simply because his 
dispensational standing differs. A saved fool is still a fool when he keeps hardening his 
neck. 

The danger is especially great when grace itself becomes the excuse. Romans 6 asks, 
“Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?” The answer is “God forbid.” Yet the 
carnal mind can turn eternal security into an umbrella carried deliberately into a sewage 
storm. “I am saved anyway.” Yes, and that makes rebellion worse, not safer. You know 
whose blood bought you. You know whose Spirit indwells you. You know whose Book 
warned you. You know whose Fatherly hand has already corrected you. Continuing 
deliberately after all that is not confidence in grace. It is contempt for privilege. A child who 
knows his father will never abandon him should become grateful, not daring. 

6. Christian Liberty Is Not Permission to Provoke the Lord 

Paul repeatedly defends Christian liberty, but he never defines liberty as the right to 
become stupid with confidence. First Corinthians 10 takes Israel’s wilderness failures and 
says, “Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for 
our admonition.” Israel lusted, committed idolatry, fornicated, tempted Christ, and 
murmured. Thousands died under divine judgment. Paul’s purpose is not to place the 
Church under Israel’s covenant or teach salvation by law. His point is to warn believers who 
have become overconfident: “Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he 
fall.” Grace does not cancel admonition. Right division is not permission to throw warning 
passages into a dumpster. 

Paul asks in 1 Corinthians 10:22, “Do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? are we stronger than 
he?” That is biblical sarcasm with teeth. Apparently some Corinthians needed reminding 
that picking a fight with God is a contest with disappointing odds. The Christian who 
knowingly abuses liberty, damages weaker believers, participates in idolatrous 
associations, indulges the flesh, and repeatedly ignores correction is acting as though God 



lacks enforcement authority. He does not. The same Lord who secured the believer’s 
eternity can make his present life extremely uncomfortable. He can remove opportunities, 
expose sin, permit consequences, weaken the body, or in severe cases end the earthly 
course. The Christian may be stronger than his pastor, stronger than church discipline, 
stronger than family objections, and stronger than public criticism. He is not stronger than 
God. 

This is why “all things are lawful unto me” must never be separated from Paul’s 
qualifications. “All things are not expedient,” and “I will not be brought under the power of 
any” (1 Corinthians 6:12). Liberty is supposed to produce mature service, not a longer 
leash for the flesh. If an appetite masters you, boasting about liberty becomes comedy. The 
fellow chained to a habit while bragging that nobody can tell him what to do resembles a 
prisoner boasting that he chose the color of his handcuffs. Christian liberty frees the 
believer to serve Christ apart from the bondage of the law as a system of justification. It 
does not free him from the lordship of the One who purchased him. 

7. We Must Not Play Coroner for God 

Having established the severity of the warnings, we must equally reject irresponsible 
speculation. A Christian dies at forty, and somebody whispers, “Sin unto death.” Another 
develops cancer, and some amateur prophet decides there must have been hidden 
wickedness. Another experiences tragedy, and suddenly every religious detective in the 
county has a magnifying glass. That is wicked presumption. Jesus dealt with similar 
thinking in John 9 when His disciples asked whether a man’s blindness resulted from his sin 
or his parents’ sin. Christ rejected their proposed explanation in that case. In Luke 13, He 
also refused the assumption that people who suffered catastrophic deaths were therefore 
worse sinners than others. Suffering does not come with a label explaining its immediate 
cause. 

Job should have cured us of this arrogance. His friends saw suffering and constructed a 
theology around what they could see. Job must have committed some hidden wickedness, 
they reasoned, because righteous men surely would not experience that kind of pain. They 
sounded orthodox, confident, and completely wrong about Job’s situation. At the end, God 
rebuked them. The lesson is plain: do not claim access to God’s private reasons. We can 
say Scripture teaches that God sometimes judges sin physically. We cannot therefore point 
to every sickness or premature death and declare that this is what happened. That leap 
moves from revelation into gossip wearing a clerical collar. 

The warning is first for ourselves. Paul tells the Corinthians, “if we would judge ourselves, 
we should not be judged.” That is where the magnifying glass belongs. Instead of asking 



whether God took Brother So-and-so home for rebellion, ask whether there is anything in 
your own life you keep refusing to surrender. Is there bitterness God has repeatedly 
exposed? Sexual sin being hidden? Dishonesty being defended? Drunkenness, greed, 
pride, malicious speech, abuse of Christian liberty, or open rebellion against Scripture? The 
passage becomes useful when it searches the man reading it. It becomes poisonous when 
he uses it primarily to explain somebody else’s funeral. 

Conclusion — Do Not Make God Increase the Volume 

The New Testament leaves us with a sobering fact: God can deal with His own children 
severely. First John speaks of “a sin unto death.” First Corinthians says some believers 
became weak, some sickly, and “many sleep” because of divine judgment connected with 
their abuse of the Lord’s supper. The same epistle speaks of delivering a scandalously 
immoral man unto Satan “for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved.” 
These passages do not overthrow eternal security. Properly read, they demonstrate how 
eternal security and temporal accountability can exist together. God does not have to send 
His child to hell in order to discipline him. He has an entire range of chastening measures 
available before eternity ever enters the discussion. 

No Christian should use this doctrine to live in terror that every headache is divine 
judgment or every hardship evidence that God is angry. Neither should he become a 
religious coroner announcing why other people died. The warning is not an invitation to 
superstition. It is an invitation to sobriety. God gives believers tremendous grace, abundant 
mercy, an Advocate with the Father, cleansing through confession, the indwelling Holy 
Ghost, Scripture, fellowship, warning, and chastening. What folly it is to receive all of that 
and then spend years asking how much rebellion God will tolerate before consequences 
become severe. A sensible son does not keep measuring the Father’s patience with a ruler. 

Eternal security should therefore make the believer thankful, not reckless. If God has 
warned you, listen. If the word exposes sin, confess it. If chastening has begun, submit 
before the lesson grows more expensive. If Christian liberty has become bondage to an 
appetite, stop calling the chain freedom. If you have ignored repeated correction, do not 
assume another warning is guaranteed. God is longsuffering, but longsuffering is not 
indifference, and mercy is not permission to test how far the rod can reach. There may 
come a point when God decides that a rebellious Christian has finished wasting the earthly 
life entrusted to him and brings that life to an end. The saved man may still be Christ’s 
eternally while his service ends prematurely on earth. That possibility should put steel into 
the warning and gratitude into the doctrine of security. Do not see how long you can make 
God increase the volume. Judge yourself, confess quickly, obey promptly, and finish your 
course rather than forcing the Father to close it for you. 



10 of 10: What Happens When a Christian Sins? — Restored to Fellowship, Restored to 
Usefulness 

Key Passage: Galatians 6:1 

“Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the 
spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.” 

The final word on Christian failure must not be despair. We have already seen that sin 
breaks fellowship, grieves the Holy Ghost, brings chastening, produces consequences, 
wrecks testimony, burns reward, and can even bring severe physical judgment when 
rebellion is pushed far enough. None of that should be softened. Sin is not a scraped knee 
requiring a spiritual bandage and a reassuring pat on the head. It is rebellion against God, 
and a saved man can make an enormous wreck of his earthly life while remaining eternally 
secure in Jesus Christ. But if the series stopped there, we would leave a fallen Christian 
sitting beside the wreckage wondering whether anything remains except regret. Scripture 
does not leave him there. Galatians 6:1 contains one of the great words of grace: “restore.” 
God is not merely interested in exposing sin. He is interested in recovering people who will 
humble themselves, confess it, forsake it, accept correction, and walk with Him again. 

Restoration must be understood biblically because the flesh produces two opposite 
counterfeits. One crowd wants restoration without repentance. The sinner says a few vague 
words, waits for the public noise to die down, and begins measuring the road back to his 
old position before anybody has seen evidence that his heart changed. The other crowd 
wants punishment without restoration. Once a believer falls, they carve the date into a 
tombstone, stand him beside it for the rest of his life, and call that holiness. Neither 
approach is biblical. Grace does not pretend sin was harmless, and holiness does not 
require keeping a repentant brother chained forever to what Christ has cleansed. 
Restoration has truth in one hand and mercy in the other. It does not rewrite history. It does 
not erase all consequences. It does not guarantee restoration to every former office. But 
neither does it tell a humbled Christian that usefulness ended the moment failure began. 

That distinction is essential because Satan uses two lies at opposite ends of temptation. 
Before the sin he whispers, “It will not cost much.” After the sin he whispers, “It cost 
everything; you are finished.” Before the fall he minimizes consequences. After the fall he 
exaggerates them into permanent hopelessness. Either lie serves his purpose because 
both keep the believer from fruitful service. The gospel of grace answers both. Sin is worse 
than the flesh advertised, but Christ is greater than the wreckage. Peter denied the Lord 
three times and was restored. John Mark abandoned missionary work and later became 
“profitable” to Paul. David never escaped every consequence of his sin, yet God did not 



stop dealing with him. Restoration therefore means something stronger than feeling better 
about yesterday. It means getting right with God strongly enough to obey Him tomorrow. 

1. Restoration Begins Where Excuses End 

The first requirement for restoration is honesty. First John 1:9 does not say, “If we explain 
our sins,” or, “If we demonstrate why everybody else contributed to our sins.” It says, “If we 
confess our sins.” Confession means coming into agreement with God. The fallen Christian 
quits editing the charge sheet. He stops changing adultery into “an inappropriate 
relationship,” lying into “poor communication,” bitterness into “hurt,” greed into “ambition,” 
and rebellion into “a difficult season.” Modern man owns an impressive dictionary 
whenever sin needs camouflage. God owns a much shorter one. If He calls it sin, 
restoration starts when the believer stops negotiating vocabulary and says the same thing 
God says. 

David models that honesty in Psalm 51: “For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin 
is ever before me.” He does not blame Bathsheba. He does not blame the pressure of 
kingship, loneliness, age, opportunity, palace architecture, or the fact that his generals 
were away at war. “I have sinned against the LORD,” he had already told Nathan. Those 
words cost him less breath than the months of deceit preceding them. Covering sin 
requires enormous maintenance. Proverbs 28:13 says, “He that covereth his sins shall not 
prosper.” Every cover requires another cover, every lie another lie, every false impression 
another adjustment. Eventually a man spends half his life holding down the tarp while God 
keeps sending wind. 

Real restoration therefore requires abandoning the defense brief. The guilty Christian often 
wants to plead guilty while simultaneously presenting twelve exhibits proving why the jury 
should admire him. That is not brokenness; that is pride with better manners. God does not 
need the explanation that nobody understands how hard things were. He understands 
perfectly. Christ was tempted “in all points like as we are, yet without sin” (Hebrews 4:15). 
Difficulty may explain the setting; it never converts disobedience into obedience. The way 
back begins when the Christian stops asking, “How can I make this look less serious?” and 
starts asking, “What does God call it, and what must I do now?” Restoration begins where 
self-justification ends. 

2. Confession Restores Fellowship, but Repentance Changes Direction 

Confession is essential, but genuine restoration involves more than pronouncing accurate 
words. Repentance includes a changed mind toward the sin that produces a changed 
direction in conduct. Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 7:10 that “godly sorrow worketh 
repentance.” Godly sorrow moves. Worldly sorrow merely suffers. A man may hate 



embarrassment without hating the sin that embarrassed him. He may regret being caught 
while still loving what he was doing. He may mourn the consequences while secretly 
wishing the act had remained hidden. Tears prove that tear ducts work. They do not 
automatically prove repentance. Esau found tears over consequences; Judas experienced 
remorse. Biblical repentance must eventually put shoes on and walk away from what 
caused the wreck. 

John the Baptist told his hearers to “bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance.” That 
setting belongs to Israel and John’s ministry before Calvary, but the practical principle is 
obvious throughout Scripture: changed thinking should produce changed behavior. 
Ephesians 4 does not say merely that the liar should feel sorry. It says, “Wherefore putting 
away lying, speak every man truth.” The thief is told, “Let him that stole steal no more: but 
rather let him labour.” The corrupt talker is told what kind of speech should replace 
corruption. Biblical change is not subtraction only; it is replacement. The alcoholic does 
not merely stop drinking; he begins living soberly. The gossip does not merely close her 
mouth; she learns speech that ministers grace. The bitter man does not merely suppress 
the complaint; he learns kindness, tenderheartedness, and forgiveness. 

That is why restoration requires rebuilding habits. The believer who fell through repeated 
compromise cannot intelligently return to the identical habits that led him there and expect 
a different result merely because he cried at the altar. If certain friendships continually 
dragged him toward sin, wisdom changes the friendships. If unrestricted internet use fed 
lust, access needs changing. If financial secrecy enabled dishonesty, accountability 
becomes necessary. If exhaustion, isolation, pride, and neglect of Scripture prepared the 
ground, those patterns need correction. Repentance does not merely say, “I wish the crash 
had not happened.” It studies the skid marks and quits driving the same way. Grace forgives 
the wreck; wisdom learns why the car left the road. 

3. Peter Proves That Failure Does Not Have to Be the Final Chapter 

Peter’s failure was spectacular enough to destroy the myth that God can use only people 
with spotless records. He had boasted, “Though all men shall be offended because of thee, 
yet will I never be offended” (Matthew 26:33). That sentence should be framed in every 
room where spiritual pride starts giving speeches. Within hours Peter denied the Lord three 
times. He denied Him before servants. He denied Him with oaths. He denied Him after 
being warned personally by Jesus Christ. Luke records that after the final denial, “the Lord 
turned, and looked upon Peter,” and Peter went out and “wept bitterly.” Pride had just been 
introduced to reality, and the meeting was painful. 



Yet after the resurrection, Jesus Christ did not discard Peter. John 21 records the Lord 
asking him three times, “lovest thou me?” and then commanding him, “Feed my sheep.” 
The threefold questioning has an obvious connection with Peter’s three denials, but notice 
the direction of the Lord’s dealing. Christ confronts, restores, and commissions. He does 
not say, “Peter, because you denied Me, your only future ministry will be sitting quietly in 
the back row feeling ashamed.” Neither does He pretend the denial never occurred. He 
deals with Peter precisely where he fell and then sends him forward. Grace neither erases 
history nor makes history sovereign over the future. 

Peter later stands in Acts 2 and preaches Christ publicly to Jerusalem. The man who once 
denied knowing Jesus before a servant girl now declares Him before thousands. That is 
restoration. It does not mean Peter became flawless afterward; Galatians 2 records Paul 
rebuking him publicly over inconsistent conduct. Peter remained a man of flesh until death, 
as every Christian does. But one dreadful night did not become the controlling headline 
over every remaining day. The devil would have loved to keep Peter forever in the courtyard 
listening to a rooster that had long since stopped crowing. Christ had other plans. 
Yesterday’s failure may explain a scar. It does not automatically own tomorrow. 

4. John Mark Proves That Abandonment Can Give Way to Profitability 

John Mark offers another powerful picture. Acts 13 records Mark accompanying Paul and 
Barnabas and then departing from them at Pamphylia and returning to Jerusalem. Scripture 
gives us no lengthy explanation for his departure there. What we do know is that Paul 
regarded the failure seriously enough that when Barnabas later wanted to take Mark on 
another missionary journey, Paul “thought not good to take him with them, who departed 
from them from Pamphylia, and went not with them to the work” (Acts 15:38). Paul did not 
treat unreliability like a small scheduling misunderstanding. Mark had left the work, and 
Paul remembered it. 

The disagreement between Paul and Barnabas became so sharp that they separated. 
Barnabas took Mark; Paul chose Silas. Yet Scripture does not freeze Mark at Acts 15. Years 
later Paul writes in Colossians 4:10 concerning “Marcus, sister’s son to Barnabas,” and 
Philemon 24 lists Marcus among Paul’s fellowlabourers. Then comes the beautiful line in 2 
Timothy 4:11: “Take Mark, and bring him with thee: for he is profitable to me for the 
ministry.” The man Paul once refused to take because he had abandoned the work later 
became somebody Paul specifically requested because he was profitable. Somewhere 
between those two passages, Mark grew. 

That is what restoration should produce: demonstrated change over time. Mark did not 
demand that Paul instantly forget Pamphylia. Scripture shows years passing, relationships 



developing, faithfulness becoming visible, and usefulness being established. Mature 
restoration is not obsessed with getting everybody to announce that the past no longer 
matters. It quietly becomes dependable. If a man was unreliable, he starts showing up. If 
he lied, he becomes known for truth. If he was lazy, he works. If he was arrogant, humility 
becomes visible. Time cannot earn forgiveness, but time can demonstrate character. Mark 
did not argue himself back into Paul’s confidence. He lived his way back into usefulness. 

5. Restoration to Fellowship Does Not Guarantee Restoration to Every Position 

This distinction must be maintained or churches become foolish in the name of grace. 
Galatians 6:1 commands restoration of an overtaken brother, but First Timothy 3 and Titus 
1 still establish qualifications for church leadership. Forgiveness and qualification answer 
different questions. A man can be fully forgiven by God and still no longer meet the biblical 
requirements of a particular office. A pastor guilty of serious moral sin may be restored to 
fellowship, restored to his family, restored to fruitful Christian service in appropriate ways, 
and still not automatically regain the pulpit. The blood of Christ cleanses sin. It does not 
rewrite First Timothy 3. 

That is not cruelty. Consider ordinary life. A Christian school teacher who abuses a child 
could theoretically repent genuinely and receive forgiveness from God, but nobody 
demonstrates grace by putting him immediately back into a classroom. A church treasurer 
who embezzled funds may be spiritually restored, yet handing him the bank password the 
following week would not be mercy; it would be idiocy wearing a cross necklace. Scripture 
requires wisdom. Restoration means restoring a person to right fellowship with God and 
believers wherever biblically possible. It does not mean recreating every former 
circumstance as though nothing happened. 

Nor should loss of a position be treated as proof that usefulness has ended. Christianity is 
larger than titles. The man who cannot preach may pray, witness, serve, encourage, give, 
disciple, help, study, support others, and live faithfully. A woman whose past closes one 
door may still walk through ten others. Some believers are so attached to position that they 
think restoration failed unless the old microphone is returned. That reveals the microphone 
may have become an idol. If service requires a platform, it was probably never service in 
the first place. Christ washed feet. A restored Christian ought to be able to pick up a towel 
without demanding his former chair. 

6. Consequences Can Remain While Usefulness Returns 

David proves that restoration does not erase consequences. After Nathan confronted him, 
David confessed and was told, “The LORD also hath put away thy sin.” Yet the sword 
remained in his house. Family disaster followed. His public reputation never returned to an 



untouched state. Scripture itself records the sin permanently. God forgave David without 
editing 2 Samuel. That should teach us something. Restoration is not divine amnesia 
applied to earthly history. God can cleanse the man while leaving scars that remind him 
why sin should never again be treated lightly. 

Yet David remained useful. Psalm 51 itself has instructed generations of sinners about 
confession, cleansing, brokenness, and restoration. David prayed, “Restore unto me the joy 
of thy salvation,” and then said, “Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall 
be converted unto thee.” Notice the order. Cleansing first, usefulness afterward. David 
understood that restored fellowship was not merely about personal relief. He wanted again 
to teach others. God can take lessons learned through terrible failure and use them to 
make a believer wiser, humbler, more cautious, and more compassionate. That does not 
make the sin good. God bringing medicine from poison never turns poison into vitamins. 

Scars can become warnings. The Christian who has paid heavily for foolishness may 
develop a seriousness about temptation that the inexperienced believer lacks. He knows 
the road because he has visited the ditch. He can warn others without swagger because he 
remembers how quickly flesh can fail. Galatians 6:1 says restoration must occur “in the 
spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.” A restored man who 
remembers his own weakness may become particularly useful in that ministry of 
meekness. Pride says, “I would never.” Experience says, “Take heed lest you fall.” Grace 
does not make a man proud that he survived the wreck. It makes him grateful enough to 
warn others about the curve. 

7. The Goal Is to Finish the Course, Not Spend Life Staring at the Crash 

Paul wrote near the end of his life, “I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I 
have kept the faith” (2 Timothy 4:7). Finishing matters. A believer who has failed badly may 
look backward and think the course has already been disqualified. But as long as God 
leaves him breath, there is still ground ahead. The question becomes not whether 
yesterday can be changed—it cannot—but whether today will be surrendered. The devil 
loves to keep Christians staring into the rearview mirror until they hit another tree. The past 
is useful for lessons, not navigation. You glance back to learn. You steer by what is ahead. 

Philippians 3:13–14 captures that forward movement: “forgetting those things which are 
behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark.” 
Paul was not pretending his history vanished. He remembered enough to testify repeatedly 
about what God had saved him from. But he refused to live chained to it. The restored 
Christian must do the same. Confessed sin should not become a shrine visited daily. If God 



has forgiven it, learn from it and move. Continually digging up what God has buried is not 
humility. It can become another form of unbelief. A grave is a poor place to build a house. 

Finishing faithfully may look different after failure. Some opportunities may be gone. Some 
relationships may never return to what they were. Some consequences may follow the 
believer to death. A limp may remain. Jacob walked with one after Peniel, and a man can 
still get somewhere with a limp. The objective is no longer to recreate an imaginary life in 
which the fall never happened. The objective is to give God what remains. Maybe twenty 
years were wasted. Give Him the next twenty. Maybe ten were lost. Give Him five if five are 
all you have. The devil says, “You ruined too much to matter.” Grace says, “Stop giving the 
devil additional years just because he stole the earlier ones.” 

Conclusion — Grace With Teeth and Grace With Hands 

The gospel of grace refuses both license and despair. It does not say sin is harmless. We 
have seen through this entire series that Christian sin can break fellowship, grieve the Holy 
Ghost, invite chastening, produce earthly consequences, wreck testimony, destroy reward, 
and in extreme cases bring physical judgment. Those truths have teeth because Scripture 
has teeth. But grace also has hands. It reaches down to the believer who finally quits 
fighting God and helps him stand again. Galatians 6 does not say, “Destroy such an one.” It 
says, “restore such an one.” God is interested in clean vessels becoming useful vessels 
again. 

Restoration requires truth. Confess the sin. Forsake it. Accept the consequences. Submit 
to correction. Make restitution where possible. Rebuild trust without demanding a 
deadline. Accept that certain doors may remain closed. Stop insisting that restoration 
means getting every former position back. Let humility prove itself over time. Let obedience 
replace explanations. Let character grow where reputation collapsed. And when God 
opens a place of usefulness, serve without swagger. Peter was restored. Mark became 
profitable. David learned to teach transgressors after discovering personally how bitter 
transgression can be. God has never needed perfect human material. If He did, He would 
have had to abandon the entire species. 

So the final answer to the question, “What happens when a Christian sins?” is neither, 
“Nothing,” nor, “Everything is over.” Something serious happens. Fellowship suffers. The 
Spirit is grieved. Chastening may come. Consequences may remain. Testimony may be 
damaged. Rewards may be lost. Life itself can be shortened under severe judgment. But 
Christ remains sufficient. The blood still cleanses. The Advocate still stands with the 
Father. The Father still corrects because the believer is His child. And the repentant 
Christian can still get up, walk honestly, rebuild what can be rebuilt, accept what cannot be 



restored, and finish whatever portion of the course remains. Before sin, the devil lies that 
the price is small. After sin, he lies that restoration is impossible. Believe neither. Sin costs 
plenty. Grace is greater. Get right, get clean, get moving, and finish the course. 

 

 

What Happens When a Christian Sins? 

Fellowship, Chastening, Consequences, and Restoration 

Conclusion 

After ten studies, the answer should be settled beyond argument: when a Christian sins, he 
does not cease being a Christian, but neither does nothing happen. That is the ditch on 
each side of the road, and the Bible drives straight between them. One crowd has a 
salvation so fragile that every serious failure threatens to snap it in half. The other crowd 
has a grace so soft that sin can march through the house with muddy boots while 
everybody smiles and calls it liberty. Scripture gives us neither. The believer is eternally 
secure in Jesus Christ, sealed by the Holy Ghost unto the day of redemption, accepted in 
the Beloved, complete in Christ, justified by faith, redeemed by the blood, and free from 
condemnation. But that same believer can grieve the Spirit, break fellowship, defile his 
conscience, destroy his usefulness, invite chastening, reap bitter consequences, wreck his 
testimony, lose reward, and under severe divine judgment even lose the remainder of his 
earthly life. Salvation is secure. Sin is still deadly serious. Anybody who cannot hold those 
two truths at the same time needs to quit arguing with theology books and start reading the 
Bible that put them both there. 

The entire series rests upon the distinction between sonship and fellowship. A son does 
not become unborn because he behaves like a fool. Birth establishes relationship. 
Conduct affects fellowship. The Christian who has been born of God does not crawl 
backward through the new birth every time the flesh gets the upper hand. Romans 8 does 
not say, “There is therefore now no condemnation unless you have a particularly bad 
Thursday.” Ephesians 4 does not say the believer is sealed until his next serious mistake. It 
says he is “sealed unto the day of redemption.” Colossians does not say, “Ye are 
temporarily complete in him pending an annual review.” It says, “ye are complete in him.” 
Eternal life is not called eternal because God had trouble finding a better adjective. Christ 
did not purchase a salvation that requires the sinner to keep rescuing it from his own 
weakness. 



But sonship is not fellowship, and failing to understand that distinction has produced 
enough doctrinal confusion to fill a seminary parking lot. First John talks about fellowship, 
light, darkness, confession, cleansing, and walking. A Christian can belong to God while 
walking contrary to God. He can sit in the Father’s house and refuse the Father’s company. 
He can possess eternal life while living in a manner that makes that life practically joyless 
and unfruitful. He can be secure in Christ and miserable in himself. He can know correct 
doctrine and still live with a conscience that sounds like a smoke alarm at three in the 
morning. Salvation answers the question of ownership. Fellowship answers the question of 
communion. Confuse the two and every failure becomes a threat of hell. Separate them 
biblically and the warnings of Scripture finally make sense without one verse having to stab 
another in the back. 

That is why broken fellowship matters. God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all. The 
believer does not negotiate darkness into fellowship by attaching Christian vocabulary to it. 
Bitterness does not become discernment because the bitter man owns a Bible. Lust does 
not become a “struggle” that may be safely fed because somebody knows the right 
doctrinal statement. Gossip does not become ministry because the gossip begins with, 
“We really need to pray for Brother So-and-so.” Pride does not become conviction because 
the proud man has memorized verses. The flesh can put a necktie on nearly anything, but 
the Holy Ghost still knows what is underneath the shirt. Walking in the light means living 
honestly before God, agreeing with His judgment, and refusing to build a guest room for 
something He told us to throw out. 

And when the Christian refuses that light, the Holy Ghost can be grieved. That truth ought 
to land harder than it often does. The Holy Ghost is not an impersonal force, a spiritual 
battery, or a religious sensation that shows up when the music reaches the right volume. 
He is the Spirit of God who indwells the believer. Ephesians says the Christian can grieve 
Him. First Thessalonians says he can quench His working. Yet the same Spirit seals the 
believer unto redemption. Permanent indwelling and practical displeasure are not 
contradictions. A father may remain a father while deeply grieved by his child. In fact, the 
grief exists because the relationship is real. The Christian who can sin without concern that 
he is grieving the Spirit has not understood grace; he has merely learned how to use grace 
as insulation around a hardening conscience. 

There is something especially ugly about a believer knowingly fighting the One who lives 
within him. God convicts, and the believer argues. Scripture speaks, and he explains why 
his case is different. The Spirit points at bitterness, and he produces a file folder 
documenting what everybody else did first. The word exposes dishonesty, and he reaches 
for a dictionary to find a softer term. Conviction presses upon an immoral relationship, and 



he asks for “peace” about something God already condemned in black ink. At that point 
the problem is not lack of guidance. It is rebellion dressed up like a Bible study. There 
comes a time when praying for God to show you His will is simply a religious way of asking 
Him to change the answer He already gave. 

Yet God has provided a remedy, and that remedy is not another salvation. First John 1:9 
remains one of the greatest verses for the Christian walk: “If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 
Confession is not paying for sin. Jesus paid for sin. Confession is not convincing God that 
you are sorry enough to deserve another chance. Christ is our merit. Confession is not 
performing emotional community service until heaven feels better. It is agreement with 
God. He calls it sin; you stop calling it circumstances. He calls it bitterness; you stop 
calling it boundaries. He calls it lust; you stop calling it loneliness. He calls it deceit; you 
stop calling it strategy. Confession begins when the Christian finally quits presenting 
evidence for the defense and admits the Judge was right before the trial started. 

And then First John gives us the Advocate: “if any man sin, we have an advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” What a sentence. The Christian sins, and God is still 
called “the Father.” Christ is still called “the righteous.” The relationship has not 
evaporated. The Advocate has not resigned. Calvary has not expired. The blood does not 
have to be shed again because the first shedding was sufficient. Jesus Christ does not 
return to the cross every time a believer acts like a fool. He offered one sacrifice for sins for 
ever. The Christian’s hope is not that his record is clean enough to silence every 
accusation. His hope is that his Advocate is righteous enough to answer them. 

But let nobody twist that advocacy into permission. John first says, “these things write I 
unto you, that ye sin not.” The goal is holiness. The provision exists because believers still 
fail. The hospital beside the highway is mercy, but mercy is not an invitation to remove the 
brakes from your car. Eternal security should make a Christian grateful enough to hate sin, 
not bold enough to experiment with it. The fellow who hears that Christ is his Advocate and 
immediately starts calculating how much sin he can safely commit has understood the 
lawyer and missed the Lord. 

Then comes chastening, the doctrine modern Christianity would sometimes prefer to file 
under “Outdated Religious Language.” Hebrews 12 refuses. “Whom the Lord loveth he 
chasteneth.” God’s love is not a beanbag chair where every act of rebellion can sink 
comfortably and be told it is valid. God loves His children enough to correct them. He is not 
an indulgent grandfather handing out candy while the grandchildren dismantle the 
furniture. He is a Father. He knows where sin leads. He sees the cliff while the child is still 



admiring the scenery. He therefore warns, rebukes, corrects, disciplines, and if necessary 
makes disobedience painful enough to get the Christian’s attention. 

Chastening is not condemnation. Romans 8 and Hebrews 12 fit together perfectly. 
Condemnation concerns the sinner before the Judge. Chastening concerns the son before 
the Father. Christ bore the believer’s condemnation at Calvary. The Father still corrects the 
believer’s conduct in time. First Corinthians 11 says believers are chastened “that we 
should not be condemned with the world.” The very passage describing severe discipline 
separates it from the world’s condemnation. God does not need to send His child to hell in 
order to make the child miserable enough to reconsider his rebellion. Heaven possesses 
more disciplinary tools than that. A saved man can discover this side of eternity that the 
Father’s woodshed is built on family property. 

And chastening is designed for holiness, not mere pain. Hebrews says it is “for our profit, 
that we might be partakers of his holiness.” God does not enjoy hurting His children. He is 
not swinging wildly because He lost His temper. He knows exactly what crooked place He 
is straightening. The trouble is that the flesh wants comfort without correction, fruit without 
pruning, strength without exercise, holiness without anything unpleasant, and spiritual 
maturity delivered like room service. God has never operated that way. He is interested in 
fruit, and sometimes fruit requires pruning shears. The branch may have opinions about 
the procedure. The Husbandman understands the vineyard. 

Then we learned that forgiven does not mean consequence-free. That truth ought to be 
preached before temptation, because after temptation it becomes painfully obvious. David 
said, “I have sinned against the LORD.” Nathan said, “The LORD also hath put away thy sin.” 
Forgiveness. Then came the word “Howbeit.” That “howbeit” contained consequences 
severe enough to follow David through the remainder of his life. Uriah did not return. The 
child died. Trouble entered the household. The sword remained. David’s sin was forgiven, 
but history was not rewritten. Grace cleansed the sinner; grace did not pretend the sin had 
never touched anybody else. 

Moses learned the same thing at Meribah. He remained God’s servant. He remained a great 
prophet. He remained loved of God. Yet the consequence of his disobedience stood. He 
did not enter Canaan during his earthly life. He even asked God about it, and eventually 
God told him, “speak no more unto me of this matter.” That verse will sober anybody who 
thinks every closed door swings open once confession is made. Some doors close because 
of sin and remain closed after fellowship is restored. God can forgive the man and leave the 
lesson nailed to the door. 



That is not a failure of grace. It is the difference between forgiveness and consequence. 
Grace can forgive the drunk driver, but it does not promise to unbend the automobile. 
Grace can forgive adultery, but it does not demand that the wounded spouse trust by 
breakfast. Grace can forgive theft, but it does not convert stolen property into a gift. Grace 
can forgive financial foolishness, but the bank may still expect payment on Friday. Grace 
can forgive a lying preacher, but the congregation may not put him back in the pulpit next 
Sunday. A man can receive forgiveness in five minutes and spend five years repairing what 
five minutes of sin demolished. Sin is quick with the hammer. Restoration is often slow with 
the bricks. 

And sin does not stay private. We saw what Nathan told David: “by this deed thou hast 
given great occasion to the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme.” That ought to terrify any 
Christian who carries a public testimony. The unbeliever may already hate God, but the 
believer has no business supplying ammunition. A Christian businessman cheats 
somebody, and the customer remembers the fish symbol on the invoice. A preacher 
commits adultery, and people who heard him preach now associate the scandal with the 
sermon. A father lives a double life, and the children begin wondering whether everything 
he said about Christ was another part of the act. The truth remains true regardless of the 
messenger, but the messenger can throw mud on the window through which others were 
looking at the truth. 

That is why Christian leadership carries qualifications. First Timothy 3 and Titus 1 do not 
say giftedness cancels character. They do not say a man who draws a crowd gets a moral 
exemption because replacing him would hurt attendance. They say “blameless.” They 
speak of a good report. They speak of sobriety, faithfulness, household rule, self-control, 
and conduct. The local church has no authority to rewrite qualifications because 
somebody has a famous name, a successful ministry, or a tearful apology. Forgiveness 
does not equal qualification. Restoration to fellowship does not always equal restoration to 
office. Grace can restore a man to God while wisdom keeps the church checkbook 
somewhere else. 

But neither should we become executioners of repentant Christians. Galatians 6 says, 
“restore such an one.” The church is not a firing squad commissioned to shoot wounded 
soldiers. A man who has truly repented should not be permanently chained to yesterday so 
that everybody else can feel holy while looking at him. Some people speak about 
restoration until somebody actually needs it. Then suddenly their doctrine develops a 
locked door. That is not holiness either. The Bible gives us a better balance: confession 
without excuses, forgiveness without foolishness, accountability without cruelty, 



restoration without pretending, and future usefulness without necessarily recreating every 
former position. 

Then there is the Judgment Seat of Christ, where every saved man’s work will finally lose 
the makeup. First Corinthians 3 says the fire will test “every man’s work of what sort it is.” 
Gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble. Some survive. Some burn. The man 
whose work burns “shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.” If a 
man can read that verse and still confuse salvation with reward, there is not much more 
English available to help him. The man is saved. The work is lost. The foundation is Jesus 
Christ. The building is the Christian life constructed upon Him. 

That means sin has an eternal dimension beyond earthly consequences. It wastes building 
time. It corrupts motives. It steals opportunities. It turns years into ashes. Some Christians 
will arrive before Christ with a secure salvation and a scorched stewardship. They will not 
be standing there because Jesus failed to save them. They will be standing there because 
He did save them, and now the life He purchased is being examined. Down here men 
measure success with numbers, buildings, applause, influence, titles, salaries, followers, 
and photographs. Fire is harder to impress. Fire has no interest in branding. It does not care 
how many people clapped for the hay. 

Romans 14 says, “every one of us shall give account of himself to God.” Himself. That ruins 
comparison theology. You will not give an account of the fellow you were better than. God 
is not going to ask how your prayer life compared with the laziest Christian you could find. 
He is not going to grade purity on a curve by placing you beside somebody with a worse 
scandal. He is not going to accept, “Well, Lord, at least I never did what Brother So-and-so 
did.” Brother So-and-so has his appointment. You have yours. The Judgment Seat has 
individual seating. 

Then the series went into one of the hardest warnings in the New Testament: the sin unto 
death. First John says it exists. First Corinthians 11 says some believers became weak, 
sickly, and “many sleep.” Paul did not say they lost salvation. He said, “when we are judged, 
we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world.” First 
Corinthians 5 even speaks of “the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in 
the day of the Lord Jesus.” The Bible is perfectly capable of teaching severe physical 
judgment without surrendering eternal security. God can take a disobedient child home 
without rewriting the child’s birth certificate. 

That warning must never be converted into superstition. We are not authorized to look at 
every sick Christian and declare hidden sin. We are not appointed coroner for God. Job’s 
friends should have shut that business down centuries ago. They looked at suffering, 



invented a hidden cause, and spoke confidently enough to sound impressive while being 
completely wrong. A Christian dying young does not prove the sin unto death. Cancer does 
not come with a divine explanatory label attached. Tragedy is not permission for gossip 
wearing a Bible verse. God has not given us His private ledger. 

But because we cannot diagnose another man’s judgment does not mean we should 
remove the warning from ourselves. Paul said, “if we would judge ourselves, we should not 
be judged.” There is the proper direction of the magnifying glass. What has God repeatedly 
dealt with you about? What sin keeps receiving another excuse? What conviction keeps 
getting postponed? What warning keeps being ignored because judgment did not arrive 
immediately? Do not confuse God’s patience with divine amnesia. Sentence delayed is not 
sentence canceled. A man standing on railroad tracks has learned nothing about safety 
merely because yesterday’s train was late. 

The final lesson, however, brought us where grace always brings the repentant Christian: 
toward restoration. Peter denied Christ three times. Christ restored him. John Mark 
deserted the work. Years later Paul called him “profitable to me for the ministry.” David 
endured consequences but prayed, “Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation,” and then 
looked toward renewed usefulness. Scripture refuses to let failure become the final 
chapter when repentance is genuine. God is not finished simply because the Christian 
made a wreck. He knows how to salvage what remains without calling the wreck beautiful. 

Peter is one of the great witnesses to that truth. He boasted that everybody else might be 
offended but he never would. A few hours later he was denying Christ with oaths. Pride took 
a short trip from the upper room to the courtyard and arrived with substantially less 
luggage. Yet after the resurrection Jesus did not tell Peter to spend the rest of his life sitting 
beside the charcoal fire listening to imaginary roosters. He confronted him, questioned 
him, restored him, and commanded him, “Feed my sheep.” Peter’s failure remained part of 
his history. It did not become sovereign over his future. 

John Mark is equally encouraging because his restoration unfolded over time. Paul refused 
to take him again because he had abandoned the work. That was not bitterness; it was 
judgment based upon demonstrated unreliability. But Mark did not remain unreliable 
forever. Years passed. Character changed. Faithfulness became visible. Eventually Paul 
said, “Take Mark, and bring him with thee: for he is profitable to me for the ministry.” There 
is restoration with evidence. Mark did not demand instant reinstatement by waving the 
grace card. He became profitable. A changed life made the argument. 

That is the pattern for every fallen Christian who wants usefulness again. Quit trying to 
recover your image and recover your walk. Quit demanding that everybody trust you 



instantly and become trustworthy. Quit asking for the old title and start serving without one. 
Quit giving speeches about how much you have changed and let time supply the evidence. 
If you lied, become a man of truth. If you were lazy, work. If you were proud, learn to serve 
where nobody knows your name. If you destroyed trust, accept the humiliation of 
rebuilding it brick by brick. If you closed a door permanently, stop pounding on the 
doorknob and ask God where you can be useful now. 

There will be things restoration cannot give back. Some years are gone. Some opportunities 
are gone. Some reputations will never be exactly what they were. Some relationships may 
remain permanently altered. Some scars are staying until the resurrection. Grace is not 
time travel. But grace can sanctify what remains. If you wasted twenty years and God gives 
you ten more, give Him ten. Do not waste the next ten mourning the previous twenty. That is 
the devil collecting interest on an old debt Christ already settled. A man who punctures 
one tire does not improve the situation by slashing the other three. 

And this is where the whole series comes together. The Christian cannot sin himself out of 
Christ, but he can sin himself into misery. He cannot undo the new birth, but he can bury 
joy under carnality. He cannot break the Spirit’s seal, but he can grieve the Spirit who 
sealed him. He cannot erase Calvary, but he can make a mockery of his testimony. He 
cannot lose eternal life, but he can lose earthly opportunities and eternal reward. He 
cannot force God to stop being his Father, but he can force himself into the Father’s 
woodshed. He cannot cancel the Advocate, but he can spend years refusing to use the 
remedy God provided. He cannot turn eternal into temporary, but he can turn a fruitful life 
into a pile of ashes. 

That is why eternal security ought to produce some of the holiest Christians walking this 
earth. Think about what it means. The man knows he is loved without fear of abandonment. 
He knows Christ finished the work. He knows the Spirit sealed him. He knows heaven is 
secure. He knows hell has been removed. He knows condemnation is gone. What kind of 
response should that produce? “Wonderful, now I can wallow in sin”? Only a fool would 
reason that way. Grace should produce gratitude, and gratitude should produce obedience. 
Titus 2 says the grace of God teaches us to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts and live 
soberly, righteously, and godly. Biblical grace has a backbone. 

So do not let anybody convince you that eternal security makes sin insignificant. It makes 
sin more shameful. The lost man sins as a rebel against the Creator. The saved man sins as 
a redeemed child against the Father who purchased him with blood. The lost man does not 
carry the Holy Ghost as the indwelling seal of redemption. The believer does. The lost man 
cannot drag the testimony of a Christian profession through the mud because he never 



made one. The believer can. Greater grace brings greater responsibility. The blood that 
assures you of forgiveness is the same blood that tells you how expensive sin really was. 

And do not let anybody convince you that Christian failure makes Christ insufficient. That is 
the opposite lie. If you have sinned, confess it. If fellowship is broken, come back into the 
light. If the Spirit has been grieved, stop grieving Him. If chastening has begun, quit fighting 
the Father. If consequences remain, bear them without blaming God. If trust was 
destroyed, rebuild patiently. If your testimony was damaged, stop advertising yourself and 
start living faithfully. If reward was wasted, redeem the time that remains. If a door is 
closed, serve through another one. If you fell, get up. There is nothing spiritual about lying 
face down in the ditch after Christ told you where the road is. 

The devil has always worked both sides. Before sin he whispers, “The price will be small.” 
After sin he says, “The price destroyed you permanently.” Beforehand he minimizes God’s 
warning. Afterward he minimizes God’s grace. Before the sin he makes Christ’s 
commandments look restrictive. After the sin he makes Christ’s advocacy look insufficient. 
He lies going in and lies coming out. The answer is the same both times: believe the Book 
instead of the liar. Before sin, believe what God says about consequences. After sin, 
believe what God says about cleansing. 

If you are standing, take heed lest you fall. If you have fallen, do not build a house where 
you landed. If you are being chastened, submit. If you are forgiven, stop attempting to 
improve the blood of Christ by punishing yourself forever. If consequences remain, accept 
them. If usefulness returns slowly, let it return slowly. If people need time before trusting 
you, give them time. If God never restores one particular position, serve Him without it. 
Jesus Christ did not die to save your title. He died to save you. 

And when this subject is finally stripped of religious confusion, the answer to our question 
becomes remarkably clear. What happens when a Christian sins? His eternal sonship 
remains secure in Christ, but fellowship can be broken. The Holy Ghost remains within him, 
but He can be grieved and quenched in practical working. Christ’s payment remains 
complete, but confession is required for restored fellowship. The Father remains Father, 
but He may chasten severely. Forgiveness may be complete while consequences remain. 
Testimony may be damaged and trust may take years to rebuild. Reward may be lost at the 
Judgment Seat. Persistent rebellion may even bring physical judgment unto death. Yet the 
repentant believer can still be restored to fellowship, grow in holiness, regain usefulness 
where God permits, and finish whatever part of the course remains. 

That is grace with teeth. That is grace with a rod, grace with consequences, grace with an 
Advocate, grace with a Judgment Seat, grace with restoration, and grace with hope. It does 



not lie about sin, and it does not lie about Christ. It refuses to turn holiness into legalism or 
security into license. It tells the believer the truth before he falls and tells him the truth after 
he falls. Beforehand: sin will cost more than you think. Afterward: Christ is still 
sufficient. 

So guard your fellowship. Keep short accounts with God. Walk in the light. Do not pamper 
the flesh and then act surprised when it behaves like flesh. Do not feed bitterness, lust, 
pride, anger, covetousness, envy, dishonesty, or worldly appetite and expect the Spirit-filled 
life to grow out of that compost heap. Read the Book. Believe what it says. Confess quickly. 
Obey promptly. Take correction seriously. Think about consequences before temptation 
gets a vote. Remember the Judgment Seat. Remember that your testimony carries 
somebody else’s name. 

And if you have already made a wreck, do not make another wreck out of despair. You 
cannot rewrite yesterday, but you can quit handing tomorrow to yesterday. Christ knew 
what you were when He saved you. Your failure did not catch heaven by surprise. Confess it 
without excuses. Take the consequences without whining. Learn the lesson without living 
under the tombstone. Let scars make you wiser instead of bitter. Let chastening make you 
holy instead of hard. Let grace make you grateful instead of careless. And let the time 
remaining become more valuable precisely because some time has already been lost. 

One day the Christian’s earthly warfare with the flesh will be over. At the Rapture the 
believer will receive a body fashioned like unto Christ’s glorious body. No more indwelling 
sin. No more broken fellowship. No more flesh pulling against the Spirit. No more 
temptation, confession, chastening, or stumbling. Until then, we walk through enemy 
territory carrying treasure in earthen vessels. The vessel can crack. It can get dirty. It can be 
mishandled. But the treasure remains God’s, and the Potter has not forgotten how to deal 
with clay. 

Until that day, there is only one sensible way to live: stay close to the Book, stay honest 
with God, and quit making peace treaties with anything Jesus Christ shed His blood to save 
you from. Eternal security is not permission to see how badly you can live and still make 
heaven. It is assurance strong enough to let you serve without fear, repent without despair, 
endure chastening without thinking you have been abandoned, and rise after failure 
without doubting the sufficiency of Christ. 

The Christian may fall. He does not have to stay down. He may lose years. He does not 
have to lose the years that remain. He may bear scars. He does not have to worship them. 
He may suffer consequences. He does not have to become useless. He may have burned 
part of the building. He can still put gold on the foundation while there is daylight left. 



Sin is serious. Chastening is real. Consequences can be brutal. The Judgment Seat is 
coming. But Jesus Christ remains sufficient, the blood remains sufficient, the Advocate 
remains righteous, the Spirit remains sealed within the believer unto the day of 
redemption, and the Father still knows how to restore a humbled child. 

So do not play with sin before the fall, and do not play dead after it. 

Get honest. 

Get clean. 

Get right. 

Get back on the road. 

And finish the course. 

 

 

 


