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VERSEQUEST FAMILY BIBLE STUDIES

About This Study
A short, connected Bible study designed to be read from beginning to end - not as 
scattered notes, but as one biblical lesson.

Some Bible truths are so basic that Christians can begin to treat them as familiar furniture: always 
present, rarely examined. Prayer is one of them. We know that believers should pray. We know 
that God hears prayer. We know many of the verses. Yet when the passages are placed together in 
their biblical order, a pattern appears that is easy to miss when each verse is read by itself.

This study takes seven simple principles from Christ's teaching in Matthew 6 and follows them 
through the rest of Scripture. The purpose is not to invent a prayer formula. It is to let the King 
James Bible explain what prayer is, whom we approach, what God looks for, what He warns 
against, what He invites us to bring, and how prayer fits into daily Christian life.

THE BIG IDEA

Prayer that knows God is not performance, incantation, or panic. It is the believing approach of a 
child to the Father, through Christ, with a sincere heart, meaningful words, surrendered 
priorities, honest needs, clean fellowship, and watchful dependence.

The Seven-Movement Study Map
1. Prayer is directed to the Father.

2. Prayer seeks God, not an audience.

3. Prayer avoids vain repetition.

4. Prayer puts God's name, kingdom, and will first.

5. Prayer brings daily needs to God.

6. Prayer includes confession and forgiveness.

7. Prayer seeks deliverance and spiritual protection.

HOW TO USE IT

Read the main passage aloud first. Then take one principle at a time. Read every printed 
Scripture before reading the comments. Let the comments connect the verses rather than 
replace them. The Word of God is the authority; the notes are simply a guide to help the family 
see how the passages fit together.
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INTRODUCTION

When Familiar Truth Becomes Fresh Again
The strength of this study is not novelty. It is seeing familiar truths joined together by the 
Word of God.

There are subjects in the Christian life that do not need to be made complicated in order to become 
powerful. Prayer is one of them. In fact, prayer often becomes weaker in our thinking when we 
make it mysterious. Christ did not teach His disciples to approach prayer as a secret technique for 
getting whatever they wanted. He taught them to know the One to whom they were speaking.

Matthew 6 begins by stripping prayer of religious show. The hypocrite prays to be seen. The 
heathen multiplies words as though volume could force a response. Christ removes both ideas and 
gives the believer something far better: "your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before 
ye ask him." That sentence changes the atmosphere of prayer. We are not informing an ignorant 
God. We are not waking a sleeping God. We are not performing before a distant God. We are 
approaching a Father who already knows.

Then Christ gives an order. His name comes before our bread. His kingdom comes before our 
comfort. His will comes before our preference. Daily needs still matter. Forgiveness still matters. 
Temptation and evil still matter. But everything is placed under the reality of who God is. That 
order is one of the great lessons of biblical prayer: prayer is not mainly about persuading God to 
enter our world; it is about bringing our world honestly under His name, His kingdom, His will, and 
His care.

The seven principles in this study form a progression. First we settle whom we are addressing. 
Then we settle whom we are trying to impress. Then we settle how we speak. Then we settle whose 
priorities govern the prayer. Only after those foundations are in place do we come to daily needs, 
the condition of our fellowship, and our need for protection. Read that way, the passages do not feel 
like a collection of prayer verses. They become a map.

A USEFUL REMINDER

The power of prayer is never in the eloquence of the person praying. The power belongs to God. 
Biblical prayer simply puts the believer in the right posture before Him - dependent, honest, 
thankful, submissive, and trusting.

NOTES
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MAIN PASSAGE

Matthew 6:5-13
Christ clears away performance and vain repetition, then gives the pattern that holds the 
entire study together.

Matthew 6:5-13 (KJV)  |  The pattern passage

5 And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing in the 
synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They 
have their reward.

6 But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy 
Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.

7 But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard 
for their much speaking.

8 Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye 
ask him.

9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.

10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.

11 Give us this day our daily bread.

12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, for ever. Amen.

Notice the movement of the passage. Christ first deals with the audience: do not pray to be seen of 
men. Then He deals with the method: do not imagine that multiplied phrases create spiritual 
power. Then He deals with confidence: the Father already knows the need. Finally, He gives the 
order of prayer - Father, name, kingdom, will, bread, forgiveness, protection, and glory.

This is why the passage is so memorable when the rest of Scripture is placed beside it. Every 
principle that follows is already present in seed form here. The supporting verses do not compete 
with Matthew 6; they unfold it.

NOTES
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PRINCIPLE 1 OF 7

1. Prayer Is Directed to the Father
Prayer begins with relationship. The believer is not shouting into the dark; he is 
approaching the Father through the access Christ has provided.

Ephesians 3:14-15  |  Paul bows to the Father

14 For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

15 Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named,

John 16:23-24  |  Ask the Father in Christ's name

23 And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the 
Father in my name, he will give it you.

24 Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full.

Romans 8:15  |  The Spirit of adoption

15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of 
adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.

The first word of Christ's pattern is not a demand. It is a relationship: "Our Father." Paul bows his 
knees "unto the Father." Christ tells His disciples to ask "the Father in my name." Romans says the 
saved believer has received "the Spirit of adoption" and can cry, "Abba, Father." These verses 
belong together because they remove the idea that prayer is merely a religious duty performed at a 
distance.

To pray in Christ's name is more than adding a phrase to the end of a request. Christ is the ground 
of our access. We do not come because our record is impressive, our feelings are intense, or our 
wording is polished. We come because the Son has opened the way, and the believer stands in a 
relationship of adoption. That produces both reverence and confidence. God is in heaven; He is 
holy; He is not our equal. Yet He is Father to the believer.

This first principle also corrects fear-driven prayer. Romans 8 does not describe the believer as 
returning to bondage and terror. The Spirit teaches the heart to cry toward the Father. Prayer can 
therefore be honest. A child may not know how to explain everything, but he knows whom he is 
calling.
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John 14:6  |  Further light

6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by 
me.

CONNECTION TO PRINCIPLE 2

Once the believer knows he is speaking to the Father through Christ, the need for a human 
audience disappears. Prayer can stop being a performance because the One who matters is 
already listening.

FAMILY DISCUSSION

What changes in our prayers when we consciously remember that we are approaching the 
Father through Christ, rather than merely reciting religious words?

NOTES

Observations, cross-references, prayer applications, and family discussion notes
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PRINCIPLE 2 OF 7

2. Prayer Seeks God, Not an Audience
The secret place exposes the motive. God is not impressed by the appearance of prayer; 
He sees the heart that is doing the praying.

Luke 18:10-14  |  Two prayers, two motives

10 Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican.

11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, 
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican.

12 I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess.

13 And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote 
upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner.

14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other: for every one that 
exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.

Psalm 139:1-4  |  God already knows

1 O LORD, thou hast searched me, and known me.

2 Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off.

3 Thou compassest my path and my lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways.

4 For there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O LORD, thou knowest it altogether.

1 Samuel 16:7  |  The LORD looks on the heart

7 But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; 
because I have refused him: for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward 
appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart.

The Pharisee in Luke 18 says the word "God," but Christ says that he "prayed thus with himself." 
That is a frightening description of religious performance. A man can use the language of prayer 
while the real audience is himself and the people around him. His prayer becomes a spiritual 
resume. The publican has almost nothing to advertise. He simply needs mercy.

Psalm 139 explains why performance is useless before God. He already knows the thought afar off. 
He already knows the word before it reaches the tongue. First Samuel adds the principle that runs 
throughout Scripture: man naturally judges the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the 
heart. In prayer, therefore, sincerity matters more than polish.

This does not mean public prayer is wrong. Scripture contains public prayer. The issue is not 
location but audience. A man may pray aloud before a congregation while truly speaking to God, 
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and another man may sit alone while rehearsing a speech for his own pride. Christ's warning in 
Matthew 6 is about the hunger to "be seen of men." The closet is powerful because it removes the 
applause.

A SEARCHING TEST

If no one ever knew you prayed, would you still pray? If the answer changes because the 
audience disappears, Christ has put His finger on the problem.

CONNECTION TO PRINCIPLE 3

When the audience is God, we no longer need to manufacture an impression with multiplied 
phrases. Sincere prayer can be simple, direct, and persistent without becoming vain repetition.

FAMILY DISCUSSION

Are our prayers shaped more by what we want God to hear, or by what we want other people to 
think about us?

NOTES

Observations, cross-references, prayer applications, and family discussion notes
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PRINCIPLE 3 OF 7

3. Prayer Avoids Vain Repetition
God is not moved by verbal machinery. Biblical persistence is living dependence, not 
empty recitation.

Ecclesiastes 5:2  |  Thoughtful words before God

2 Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to utter any thing before God: for God is 
in heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words be few.

1 Kings 18:26-29  |  Noise cannot create a hearing god

26 And they took the bullock which was given them, and they dressed it, and called on the name of 
Baal from morning even until noon, saying, O Baal, hear us. But there was no voice, nor any that 
answered. And they leaped upon the altar which was made.

27 And it came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked them, and said, Cry aloud: for he is a god; either he 
is talking, or he is pursuing, or he is in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and must be awaked.

28 And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after their manner with knives and lancets, till the blood 
gushed out upon them.

29 And it came to pass, when midday was past, and they prophesied until the time of the offering of 
the evening sacrifice, that there was neither voice, nor any to answer, nor any that regarded.

Luke 11:5-10  |  Persistence is not vain repetition

5 And he said unto them, Which of you shall have a friend, and shall go unto him at midnight, and say 
unto him, Friend, lend me three loaves;

6 For a friend of mine in his journey is come to me, and I have nothing to set before him?

7 And he from within shall answer and say, Trouble me not: the door is now shut, and my children 
are with me in bed; I cannot rise and give thee.

8 I say unto you, Though he will not rise and give him, because he is his friend, yet because of his 
importunity he will rise and give him as many as he needeth.

9 And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be 
opened unto you.

10 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall 
be opened.

Matthew 6 does not condemn persistence. It condemns "vain repetitions" - empty, mechanical 
speech built on the idea that "much speaking" creates a hearing. First Kings 18 gives the extreme 
picture. Baal's prophets repeat, shout, leap, and injure themselves, yet the text keeps returning to 
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the same verdict: there is no voice, no answer, and none that regards. Religious intensity cannot 
manufacture a living God.

Ecclesiastes tells us to remember the distance between the creature and the Creator: "God is in 
heaven, and thou upon earth." That does not forbid many words when many words are sincere. It 
forbids rashness and careless multiplication. Prayer should have thought in it. The heart and mouth 
should be connected.

Luke 11 then prevents us from making the opposite error. Christ teaches asking, seeking, and 
knocking. Persistence is biblical. The difference is simple: vain repetition trusts the repetition; 
persistent prayer trusts God. One is a technique. The other is dependence. A believer may bring the 
same burden to God again because the burden is still real, while refusing to turn prayer into a 
charm or script that supposedly works by being repeated a certain number of times.

1 Thessalonians 5:17-18  |  Further light

17 Pray without ceasing.

18 In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.

CONNECTION TO PRINCIPLE 4

Once prayer is freed from show and empty wording, the question becomes: what should fill our 
prayers? Christ answers by putting God's name, kingdom, and will before our own requests.

FAMILY DISCUSSION

When we repeat a request, are we depending on God with fresh faith, or merely repeating words 
as though the words themselves have power?

NOTES

Observations, cross-references, prayer applications, and family discussion notes
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PRINCIPLE 4 OF 7

4. Prayer Puts God's Name, Kingdom, and Will First
The order of prayer matters. Christ teaches us to begin with God's honor and purposes 
before we begin with our own comfort.

Matthew 26:39  |  The perfect example of submitted desire

39 And he went a little further, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be possible, 
let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.

Colossians 1:9  |  Pray to know God's will

9 For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye 
might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding;

1 John 5:14  |  Confidence and the will of God

14 And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he 
heareth us:

The pattern in Matthew 6 is striking: "Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done." 
Only after those words does "Give us this day our daily bread" appear. Christ does not teach us to 
pretend we have no desires. In Gethsemane He stated the desire plainly: "if it be possible, let this 
cup pass from me." Submission does not erase honesty. It governs it: "nevertheless not as I will, but 
as thou wilt."

That word "nevertheless" is one of the great words of prayer. It means the request is real, but God 
remains God. We may ask specifically and earnestly without treating prayer as a lever that forces 
heaven to serve our preferences. The heart of submitted prayer says, in effect, "Father, here is what 
I desire, but I desire Thy will more than I desire my own plan."

Colossians adds another dimension. Sometimes we do not merely need God to grant a request; we 
need Him to teach us what to request. Paul prays that believers would be "filled with the knowledge 
of his will." First John then connects confidence with that will. Biblical confidence is not confidence 
that every private desire will be granted exactly as imagined. It is confidence that God hears prayer 
aligned with His will.

Putting God first does not make prayer cold. It makes prayer safe. It protects us from making an 
idol out of the answer we want. It also enlarges our praying. We begin to care about God's name 
being honored, His Word having free course, His work being done, and our own lives fitting His 
purposes.
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CONNECTION TO PRINCIPLE 5

Submission to God's will does not cancel ordinary needs. The very next line of Christ's pattern is 
daily bread. The same prayer that says "Thy will be done" is invited to say "Give us this day."

FAMILY DISCUSSION

What current request do we need to place honestly before God while also being willing to say, 
"nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt"?

NOTES

Observations, cross-references, prayer applications, and family discussion notes
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PRINCIPLE 5 OF 7

5. Prayer Brings Daily Needs to God
The Father who knows our needs still tells us to ask. Prayer turns anxiety into 
dependence and dependence into thanksgiving.

Philippians 4:6-7  |  Requests with thanksgiving

6 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known unto God.

7 And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through 
Christ Jesus.

Matthew 6:31-33  |  The Father knows our needs

31 Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal 
shall we be clothed?

32 (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have 
need of all these things.

33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added 
unto you.

1 Peter 5:7  |  Cast the care

7 Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.

One of the beautiful balances of Matthew 6 is that God's kingdom comes first, but daily bread is not 
ignored. Spiritual priorities do not make ordinary needs unspiritual. Food, clothing, work, family 
burdens, decisions, bills, health concerns, travel, responsibilities, and the thousand small pressures 
of a normal day may all be brought before God.

Philippians 4 gives the practical exchange. Instead of carrying anxious care alone, the believer 
makes requests known to God "with thanksgiving." Thanksgiving matters because it remembers 
who God has already been while asking for what is still needed. The promise in the passage is not 
that every circumstance instantly changes; it is that the peace of God keeps the heart and mind 
through Christ Jesus.

Matthew 6 again protects the order. The Father knows what we need, but Christ still tells us to ask 
for daily bread. God's foreknowledge does not make prayer unnecessary. It makes panic 
unnecessary. We ask because He is Father, not because He is uninformed. We seek His kingdom 
first, then trust Him with the things He already knows we need.
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First Peter makes the invitation personal: "Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you." 
The verse does not say to deny the care, rename the care, or pretend the care is small. It says to cast 
it. Prayer is one of the places where burdens change hands.

Psalm 62:8  |  Further light

8 Trust in him at all times; ye people, pour out your heart before him: God is a refuge for us. Selah.

CONNECTION TO PRINCIPLE 6

When we pour out the heart before God, we bring more than external needs. We also bring the 
condition of the heart itself - sin to confess, bitterness to release, and relationships that need 
grace.

FAMILY DISCUSSION

What specific care have we been carrying in our minds that we need to place before God with 
thanksgiving today?

NOTES

Observations, cross-references, prayer applications, and family discussion notes
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PRINCIPLE 6 OF 7

6. Prayer Includes Confession and Forgiveness
Prayer is fellowship, and fellowship cannot be healthy while sin is defended in the heart 
or bitterness is treasured against others.

1 John 1:9  |  Honest confession

9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.

Ephesians 4:32  |  Forgiven people forgive

32 And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake 
hath forgiven you.

Psalm 66:18  |  Cherished iniquity obstructs fellowship

18 If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me:

Confession is not a payment for eternal life, and it is not a system for keeping a saved person saved. 
The believer's salvation rests in Christ, not in the perfection of his daily performance. But family 
relationship and daily fellowship are not the same question. A child may still be a child while 
fellowship with his father is strained by disobedience. First John 1:9 addresses the need for honest 
confession and cleansing in the believer's walk.

Psalm 66:18 uses careful language: "If I regard iniquity in my heart." The issue is not that a believer 
must become sinlessly perfect before he may pray. The issue is the deliberate cherishing of what 
God calls sin. There is a difference between struggling with sin and protecting it. Prayer cannot be 
honest while the heart is negotiating a private agreement with disobedience.

Ephesians 4:32 carries the principle outward. The person who lives by grace is commanded to 
extend grace. We forgive "even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you." That does not mean 
every wrong becomes harmless, every consequence disappears, or every relationship instantly 
returns to its former closeness. It means the believer is not free to cultivate vengeance and 
bitterness as treasured possessions.

This is why confession and forgiveness belong in a study on prayer. Prayer brings the heart into the 
light. We cannot meaningfully ask God to search us while insisting that one protected corner 
remain closed. Nor can we celebrate the forgiveness we have received in Christ while refusing the 
command to forgive others.
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Proverbs 28:13  |  Further light

13 He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have 
mercy.

CONNECTION TO PRINCIPLE 7

A heart walking in the light is better prepared to watch, resist temptation, and seek God's 
protection. Prayer now turns outward again toward the dangers, pressures, and spiritual battles 
of the Christian walk.

FAMILY DISCUSSION

Is there anything we are excusing before God, or anyone against whom we are feeding bitterness 
instead of obeying the command to forgive?

NOTES

Observations, cross-references, prayer applications, and family discussion notes
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PRINCIPLE 7 OF 7

7. Prayer Seeks Deliverance and Spiritual Protection
The Christian life includes temptation, opposition, and weakness. Prayer is not an escape 
from that reality; it is part of God's provision for meeting it.

Ephesians 6:18  |  Prayer and the whole armour of God

18 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all 
perseverance and supplication for all saints;

2 Thessalonians 3:1-3  |  Prayer for the Word and for deliverance

1 Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have free course, and be glorified, even 
as it is with you:

2 And that we may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men: for all men have not faith.

3 But the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, and keep you from evil.

Hebrews 4:15-16  |  Grace in time of need

15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but 
was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.

16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to 
help in time of need.

Christ closes the pattern in Matthew 6 with a sober request: "lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil." Biblical prayer is not naive about the world, the flesh, temptation, opposition, 
or spiritual conflict. Ephesians 6 places prayer beside the armour of God and adds the words 
"watching" and "perseverance." Prayer is part of an alert Christian life.

Second Thessalonians shows that protection is not merely personal. Paul asks believers to pray that 
the Word of the Lord may have free course and that God's servants may be delivered from 
unreasonable and wicked men. Prayer therefore looks beyond our private comfort. We ask for the 
advance of the Word, the protection of those serving God, and faithfulness in the presence of 
opposition.

Hebrews 4 brings the section back to personal weakness. Our High Priest is not untouched by the 
reality of temptation. Because of Him, the believer is told to come "boldly unto the throne of grace." 
Notice what is found there: mercy and "grace to help in time of need." The answer to weakness is 
not self-confidence. It is timely grace.
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This kind of prayer is neither fearful obsession nor careless presumption. It is watchful 
dependence. We recognize danger without glorifying it, recognize weakness without surrendering 
to it, and recognize that God is faithful.

1 Corinthians 10:13  |  Further light

13 There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will 
not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to 
escape, that ye may be able to bear it.

FAMILY DISCUSSION

Where do we presently need mercy, grace, protection, perseverance, or a way of escape from 
temptation?

NOTES

Observations, cross-references, prayer applications, and family discussion notes
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BRINGING IT ALL TOGETHER

Seven Truths, One Life of Prayer
The strength of the study is seeing the order. Each principle answers a different distortion 
and moves the heart one step closer to biblical fellowship with God.

Put the seven principles side by side and the pattern becomes clear. Prayer begins with the Father, 
not with the problem. It seeks God rather than an audience. It uses sincere words rather than 
trusting verbal repetition. It puts God's name, kingdom, and will ahead of personal preference. It 
brings real daily needs without shame. It keeps short accounts with sin and bitterness. And it 
watches for temptation, opposition, and weakness while depending on the grace of God.

That is why these basic truths become powerful when gathered in one place. None of them is 
difficult to understand. The force comes from the accumulation of Scripture. One passage corrects 
another possible misunderstanding. Matthew 6 warns against much speaking, while Luke 11 
teaches persistence. God already knows our needs, yet He tells us to ask. We submit to His will, yet 
we are invited to pour out our heart. We come boldly, yet never casually. We confess sin, yet do not 
place our salvation on the fragile ground of our daily performance. The Bible supplies both sides of 
the balance.

THE SEVEN-MOVEMENT PRAYER MAP

1. FATHER - Remember whom you are approaching.
2. SINCERITY - Seek God, not the approval of people.
3. MEANING - Speak honestly; do not trust empty repetition.
4. SURRENDER - Put God's name, kingdom, and will first.
5. DEPENDENCE - Bring daily needs and cares with thanksgiving.
6. FELLOWSHIP - Confess sin and extend forgiveness.
7. WATCHFULNESS - Ask for deliverance, mercy, grace, and protection.

This map should not become another mechanical formula. The moment the outline itself becomes a 
superstition, we have missed the lesson about vain repetition. Some prayers will be one sentence. 
Some will last much longer. Some will be dominated by thanksgiving, others by grief, intercession, 
confession, or urgent need. The seven principles are not a required script; they are biblical 
guardrails that help keep prayer centered on God.

The final truth is the simplest: prayer is not powerful because we have learned to sound spiritual. It 
is powerful because the living God has invited His people to come. The Father knows. Christ gives 
access. The Spirit helps the believer cry, "Abba, Father." The throne is a throne of grace. That should 
make us pray more, not because repetition earns a hearing, but because God has already told us to 
come.
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FAMILY APPLICATION

Read, Remember, Practice
Use these questions to turn the study from information into family conversation and 
prayer.

1. The Father
When we pray, do we consciously remember that believers approach the Father through Christ?

Notes: ______________________________________________________________

       ______________________________________________________________

2. The Audience
Would our prayer life continue if no one else ever knew about it?

Notes: ______________________________________________________________

       ______________________________________________________________

3. The Words
Are our words thoughtful and sincere, or do we sometimes speak on spiritual autopilot?

Notes: ______________________________________________________________

       ______________________________________________________________

4. The Will of God
What request do we need to place beneath the words, "nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt"?

Notes: ______________________________________________________________

       ______________________________________________________________

5. Daily Needs
What care, need, decision, or burden should we cast upon God today with thanksgiving?

Notes: ______________________________________________________________

       ______________________________________________________________

6. Fellowship
Is there sin to confess, bitterness to surrender, or forgiveness we need to extend?

Notes: ______________________________________________________________

       ______________________________________________________________
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7. Protection
Where do we need grace, watchfulness, protection, or strength against temptation right now?

Notes: ______________________________________________________________

       ______________________________________________________________

FAMILY CLOSE

What truth from this study must we believe, remember, and practice this week?

NOTES

Observations, cross-references, prayer applications, and family discussion notes



VERSEQUEST FAMILY BIBLE STUDIES  |  STUDY 01  |  PRAYER THAT KNOWS GOD

VERSEQUEST MINISTRIES  |  KING JAMES BIBLE   22

A SIMPLE FAMILY PRAYER GUIDE

Use the Pattern Without Turning It Into a 
Formula
The following prompts are intentionally short. They are starting points, not a script that 
must be repeated word for word.

FATHER
Thank God for the access believers have to Him through Jesus Christ.

HALLOWED BE THY NAME
Praise God for who He is. Name specific attributes or works of God from Scripture.

THY KINGDOM COME
Pray for God's Word to have free course, for people to be saved, and for His work to be done.

THY WILL BE DONE
Bring a real request, then consciously place it under the will and wisdom of God.

DAILY BREAD
Name practical needs and cares. Add thanksgiving for what God has already provided.

FORGIVENESS
Confess known sin honestly. Ask God to help you forgive others as a person who has received grace.

DELIVER US FROM EVIL
Pray for protection from temptation, wisdom in difficult situations, strength for spiritual battles, 
and grace in time of need.

THINE IS THE GLORY
End by putting the attention back where the prayer began - on God, His power, His kingdom, and 
His glory.

DO NOT MISS THE POINT

A family can use this pattern in five minutes or fifty. The goal is not length. The goal is biblical 
direction, sincerity, and dependence on God.
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VERSEQUEST FAMILY BIBLE STUDIES

Final Reminder
Prayer that knows God is prayer shaped by the God who has spoken in His Word.

Hebrews 4:16  |  The invitation remains

16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to 
help in time of need.

After all seven principles, the invitation is still simple: come. Come as a believer who knows the 
Father. Come through Christ. Come honestly. Come without performance. Come without 
superstition. Come with God's will above your own. Come with daily needs. Come with confession. 
Come for mercy and grace. Come watchfully. Come because the throne to which the believer is 
invited is a throne of grace.

The basics are not small when they are biblical. They are the things we return to because they hold 
everything else in place. A family that learns to pray this way is not learning a trick. It is learning to 
live consciously before God.

FOR FURTHER FAMILY STUDY

Re-read Matthew 6:5-13 at the end of the week. This time, pause after each phrase and identify 
which of the seven principles it contains. Then pray through the passage in your own words.
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