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The Questions God Asks Men 

Divine Interrogations That Strip Away Excuses 

Introduction 

God never asks a question because He lacks information. He has never misplaced a 
sinner, overlooked a motive, forgotten a crime, misunderstood a circumstance, or required 
a witness to explain what happened. “The eyes of the LORD are in every place, beholding 
the evil and the good” (Proverbs 15:3). Hebrews 4:13 declares, “Neither is there any 
creature that is not manifest in his sight.” God knew where Adam was hiding, who had 
spoken to Eve, where Abel’s body lay, why Sarah laughed, what Moses held, where Elijah 
had fled, and what Peter believed. Divine questions are not requests for facts. They are 
instruments of exposure. God asks because man has buried the truth beneath excuses, 
religious language, blame, pride, fear, unbelief, and self-deception. One question from God 
can pull the floorboards out from under a hiding place that took a sinner forty years to 
build. 

Men ask questions because they want God to explain Himself. God asks questions 
because men need to examine themselves. Man wants to know why God permits suffering, 
why He judges sin, why He requires faith, why Christ is the only way, and why the Bible 
refuses to approve the latest moral insanity. Meanwhile, God asks man where he stands, 
who taught him his lies, what he did to his brother, why he doubts divine power, what he 
has done with his opportunities, and who he says Jesus Christ is. The sinner arrives 
carrying a briefcase full of accusations against Heaven, but God asks one question and the 
briefcase springs open, scattering excuses across the courtroom floor. Man would prefer to 
put Providence on trial. The Bible places man in the witness box and lets omniscience 
conduct the examination. 

The questions in this series are divine interrogations. They do not resemble the harmless 
questions people use to fill discussion guides, start polite conversations, or create the 
appearance of intellectual depth. God’s questions have teeth. They search the conscience, 
expose the heart, recall the sinner to the exact command he violated, and bring the servant 
back to the duty he abandoned. They are sharper than the questions of any lawyer because 
God already possesses the evidence. He knows what the defendant did, why he did it, what 
excuse he prepared, and which person he plans to blame. A human attorney may discover 
the truth after hours of examination. God begins with the truth and asks until the sinner 
discovers that lying has become useless. The divine question does not need to shout. It 
merely stands there until every alibi collapses from exhaustion. 



The first divine question addressed to fallen man was, “Where art thou?” Adam had sinned, 
manufactured an apron, and hidden himself among the trees. God knew the tree. He had 
designed it, planted it, sustained it, and watched Adam crouch behind it. The question 
concerned Adam’s spiritual condition, not his geographical coordinates. Adam had moved 
from innocence to guilt, fellowship to fear, obedience to rebellion, and openness to 
concealment without leaving the garden. Sin had transported him farther than any journey 
could have carried him. The serpent promised that Adam and Eve would become as gods; 
instead, they became frightened tailors sewing leaves together in the bushes. The devil’s 
advertisements always show the throne and omit the hiding place. God’s question forced 
Adam to examine the destination after disobedience had delivered him. 

Every sinner has preserved Adam’s instinct. He hides behind morality, education, religion, 
charitable works, church membership, family heritage, political causes, painful 
experiences, unanswered questions, and comparisons with worse people. Some hide 
beneath choir robes, others behind university degrees, and others behind a list of 
hypocrites collected from every church they ever attended. Man will discuss everybody’s 
sin except his own and every church’s failure except his own unbelief. He can diagnose 
society, condemn politicians, criticize preachers, and explain why organized religion 
disappointed him, but none of that answers where he stands before God. A sinner may 
decorate his hiding place with Christian vocabulary and call it a sanctuary, but God still 
knows it is a bush. “Where art thou?” walks past the decorations and demands a personal 
answer. 

God’s next question, “Who told thee?” traces the lie to its source. Adam’s awareness of 
nakedness revealed that he had listened to another voice. Before the hand took the fruit, 
the ear received the contradiction. The serpent opened with “Yea, hath God said?” and has 
been preaching variations of that sermon ever since. He questions God’s word, alters its 
language, denies its warning, and promises advancement through disobedience. Modern 
unbelief may arrive wearing a laboratory coat, academic gown, clerical collar, expensive 
suit, or entertainment costume, but the voice still crawled out of Genesis 3. Satan has 
acquired better sound equipment since Eden; he has not developed a new message. Every 
lie about creation, sin, salvation, judgment, Hell, Christ, Israel, the Church, or the Bible 
eventually leads back to a voice contradicting what God said. 

“Who told thee?” demands that every belief produce its credentials. Who told you that all 
religions lead to God? Who told you that sincerity saves, baptism regenerates, sacraments 
dispense eternal life, human goodness cancels guilt, Israel has been permanently 
replaced, the Rapture is a fantasy, Hell is imaginary, or the King James Bible requires 
correction from men who cannot agree with one another before breakfast? Who told you 



that holiness is harmful, conviction is oppression, rebellion is authenticity, and a sinner’s 
preferred identity outranks the Creator’s authority? Human beings swallow lies by the 
barrel and then request microscopic proof before believing one plain Bible verse. God’s 
question drags the speaker into the light. The safest answer to every doctrinal dispute 
remains, “It is written.” 

“Where is Abel thy brother?” confronts the sinner with the human wreckage left behind his 
rebellion. Cain’s false worship did not remain at the altar. It entered his countenance, 
fermented into envy, walked into the field, and struck Abel dead. Sin travels. It never 
remains inside the private compartment where the sinner promises to store it. Bitterness 
enters a marriage, pride divides a church, lust wounds a family, false doctrine corrupts a 
congregation, and hatred leaves blood crying from the ground. Cain attempted to answer 
with sarcasm: “Am I my brother’s keeper?” He treated God’s question as unreasonable 
while his brother’s body testified against him. A man may silence a victim, hide evidence, 
rewrite the story, and recruit sympathetic listeners, but he cannot make God deaf. Abel’s 
blood spoke, and God heard every word. 

That question also exposes religion that persecutes righteousness. Cain was not an atheist 
attacking worship from outside the altar. He was a religious man enraged because God 
rejected his offering and accepted Abel’s. Abel came by blood; Cain brought the product of 
his own labor. Cain would rather kill the accepted worshipper than abandon his rejected 
worship. That spirit has filled inquisitions, religious courts, false churches, cultic systems, 
and persecuting governments. Works-based religion hates grace because grace leaves 
human pride unemployed. It cannot endure the Bible believer who insists that salvation 
comes through the finished work of Jesus Christ without priest, sacrament, institution, or 
human merit. Cain’s altar still grows flowers, but the fragrance cannot cover the blood in 
the field. 

“Is any thing too hard for the LORD?” turns from man’s guilt to man’s unbelief. Sarah 
laughed because God’s promise collided with human impossibility. Age, barrenness, and 
the deadness of the body appeared to have the final word. God answered by asking 
whether any thing exceeded His power. The question does not teach that believers may 
command whatever they desire, speak fortunes into existence, or force God to endorse 
personal ambition. Biblical faith is not positive thinking sprinkled with religious vocabulary. 
It begins with what God has actually promised. Faith does not deny the obstacle; it denies 
that the obstacle is sovereign. Sarah’s age was real, Pharaoh’s army was real, Jericho’s 
walls were real, and Lazarus’s death was real. None of them was more real than the God 
who had spoken. 



Modern religious showmen have abused divine power by presenting God as an obedient 
servant waiting for confident people to issue orders. They promise health, wealth, 
promotion, and earthly success if listeners contribute enough money and manufacture 
enough certainty. But the Lord is not a celestial vending machine that accepts faith as 
currency and dispenses luxury. Sometimes He removes the thorn; sometimes He says, “My 
grace is sufficient for thee.” Sometimes He opens the prison; sometimes He gives Paul and 
Silas a song inside it. Sometimes He delivers His servant from death; sometimes He grants 
grace to die faithfully. Nothing is too hard for God, but not everything man desires is God’s 
will. Faith does not seat itself upon God’s throne. It bows before it and trusts that no power 
can prevent the LORD from doing exactly what He has said. 

“What is that in thine hand?” strips away the excuse of uselessness. Moses saw a 
shepherd’s rod associated with forty years of obscurity. God saw an instrument through 
which Egypt would be judged, the Red Sea divided, water supplied, and Israel led. The rod 
possessed no magical power. Its significance came from the God who commanded Moses 
to cast it down and take it up again. God has repeatedly used ordinary instruments: David’s 
sling, Shamgar’s ox goad, Samson’s jawbone, Gideon’s pitchers, a widow’s mites, and a 
lad’s loaves and fishes. Men keep waiting for something impressive while God asks about 
what is already present. Pride despises small tools because small tools leave little room for 
the workman to boast. One surrendered stick in the hand of an obedient servant 
outweighed Pharaoh’s empire. 

The question does not ask what you would do if you possessed another man’s audience, 
education, money, influence, health, schedule, ministry, or opportunity. Imaginary 
faithfulness is a comfortable substitute for present obedience. A believer pictures himself 
preaching to thousands while refusing to witness to one neighbor. He dreams of supporting 
missions after becoming wealthy while wasting the dollar already in his hand. He imagines 
teaching profound truths someday while neglecting to instruct the child sitting at his table. 
God does not inspect the tools you wish you owned. He asks what you are doing with the 
ones already entrusted to you. The graveyard contains enough unused ability to staff a 
thousand ministries. Many servants were not defeated by lacking opportunity; they were 
defeated by despising the opportunity that arrived without a trumpet. 

“Where wast thou?” places human wisdom back in the dust from which man was formed. 
God asked Job where he was when the foundations of the earth were laid, when the 
measures were determined, when the cornerstone was fastened, and when “the morning 
stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy” (Job 38:7). Job had spoken 
beyond his knowledge, and God answered from the whirlwind. The LORD did not submit 
creation for peer review by creatures who missed the event. Man was absent when God 



established the earth, enclosed the sea with doors, appointed the ordinances of Heaven, 
and furnished every creature with its dwelling. Yet modern man arrives several thousand 
years late, examines a few fragments, invents a theory, and corrects the only Eyewitness. 
The confidence would be impressive if it were not standing on such tiny legs. 

True knowledge does not require rejecting observation or despising honest learning. It 
requires putting human investigation beneath divine revelation rather than above it. 
Instruments can measure present conditions, but they cannot travel backward and testify 
concerning beginnings. When scientific interpretation contradicts the written word, 
“science falsely so called” has appeared wearing its usual white coat. A complicated 
theory may remain a lie even when the lecturer requires three blackboards to explain it. 
Complexity does not baptize speculation into truth. “Where wast thou?” reminds every 
professor, philosopher, critic, and theologian that the Creator possesses eyewitness 
authority. Job answered correctly by placing his hand over his mouth. The modern world 
might advance considerably if more of its experts discovered that position. 

“What doest thou here?” enters the cave where a discouraged servant has mistaken retreat 
for retirement. Elijah had faced Ahab, challenged Baal’s prophets, called fire from Heaven, 
and watched Israel fall upon its face. Then one threat from Jezebel sent him running for his 
life. The prophet who had stood before hundreds on Carmel lodged alone in a cave at 
Horeb. Discouragement had rewritten his history. He concluded that his labor had 
accomplished nothing, he alone remained faithful, and no useful work waited ahead. Self-
pity is an unreliable historian. It records every wound, forgets every deliverance, 
exaggerates every enemy, and misplaces every faithful friend. Elijah said, “I, even I only, am 
left.” God corrected his arithmetic by revealing seven thousand knees that had not bowed 
to Baal. 

God cared for Elijah’s bodily exhaustion. He supplied sleep, food, water, and strength for 
the journey. But divine compassion did not transform the cave into Elijah’s permanent 
address. God questioned him, corrected him, commissioned him, and sent him back. 
Biblical comfort does not pet disobedience until it becomes house-trained. It strengthens 
the servant to resume duty. Fear, weariness, disappointment, criticism, and opposition 
may explain why a believer entered a cave, but they do not automatically authorize him to 
remain there. God still had kings to appoint, judgment to pronounce, and an Elisha for 
Elijah to train. The prophet who asked to die would eventually leave earth in a chariot of fire 
without experiencing an ordinary funeral. Discouragement is a poor prophet because it 
attempts to write the final chapter before God has finished the book. 

“What could have been done more to my vineyard, that I have not done in it?” leaves the 
unfruitful without an alibi. God planted Israel in a fruitful hill, fenced the vineyard, gathered 



out the stones, planted the choicest vine, built a tower, and prepared a winepress. He 
expected grapes, but the vineyard produced wild grapes. Isaiah identifies the vineyard as 
“the house of Israel” and the men of Judah as God’s pleasant plant. That historical and 
doctrinal setting must not be stolen from Israel and pasted onto the Church. God’s national 
covenants with Israel remain intact, and Romans 11 promises future restoration. Yet 
Israel’s history proves that privilege increases responsibility and that man cannot charge 
his rebellion to some deficiency in God. The Husbandman had done everything necessary. 
The corruption appeared in the fruit. 

The same question demolishes the sinner’s accusation that Heaven has not done enough 
to save him. God gave His Son, the blood of the cross, the empty tomb, the written word, 
the preaching of the gospel, the testimony of creation, the witness of conscience, and 
repeated opportunities to repent and believe. What more does rebellious man demand? 
Another Saviour fashioned to approve his sins? Another Bible rewritten to flatter his 
opinions? Another Calvary where Christ dies again because the sinner considers the first 
sacrifice insufficient? Jesus cried, “It is finished.” Salvation is by grace through faith, “not of 
works, lest any man should boast” (Ephesians 2:9). Adding human merit to Christ’s finished 
work is like offering a flashlight to help the sun shine. The contribution is unnecessary, and 
the offer reveals that the man holding it has not understood the light. 

“Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” separates volunteers from spectators. Isaiah 
heard that question only after seeing the Lord high and lifted up, confessing his 
uncleanness, and receiving cleansing from the altar. God’s order was holiness, conviction, 
cleansing, calling, and commission. Religious ambition prefers a different arrangement: 
platform, publicity, applause, influence, and perhaps a brief mention of God after the 
photographs are taken. Isaiah did not volunteer because he considered himself 
exceptional. He had just cried, “Woe is me! for I am undone.” The man who saw himself 
clearly became available because he had first seen God rightly. A servant who never 
becomes small before God will use ministry to make himself large before men. 

The need is not for more spectators evaluating the battlefield from cushioned seats. 
Christianity has never lacked critics willing to explain how somebody else ought to serve. 
They can inspect sermons they never prepared, judge burdens they never carried, and 
analyze wounds received in battles they never entered. Their hands remain unusually clean 
because they have avoided every plow. Yet Christ said, “The harvest truly is plenteous, but 
the labourers are few” (Matthew 9:37). The shortage is not religious opinion but obedient 
labor. Not every believer is called to preach, pastor, or cross an ocean, but every believer 
can serve within God’s order, hold forth the word of life, pray, give, teach, help, witness, and 



remain faithful. The destination belongs to God. Availability belongs to the servant. Isaiah 
did not volunteer his neighbor. He said, “Here am I; send me.” 

The final question is the greatest: “But whom say ye that I am?” Public opinion offered 
respectful mistakes. Some said John the Baptist, Elias, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. 
Christ removed the crowd from the witness box and demanded a personal answer. Peter 
replied, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Flesh and blood had not revealed 
that truth; the Father had. Jesus Christ is not merely a prophet, moral teacher, religious 
founder, social reformer, created angel, lesser god, or elevated spirit. He is “God manifest 
in the flesh.” Every cult, false religion, modernist preacher, and unbelieving scholar 
eventually crashes against that Rock. Calling Jesus admirable while denying His deity is not 
respect. It is demotion, and the King of kings does not require a committee to approve His 
title. 

A correct statement about Christ’s identity must lead to faith in His finished work. Peter’s 
confession occurred before Calvary, and immediately afterward Peter resisted Christ’s 
announcement that He would suffer, die, and rise again. The complete gospel now 
declares “that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, 
and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures” (1 Corinthians 15:3–4). 
Devils can identify Christ without trusting Him. Salvation is not obtained by reciting 
theological facts while the heart remains in rebellion. The sinner must believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, abandoning every claim of personal merit. The Saviour is true, the sacrifice 
sufficient, the tomb empty, and the promise plain. A man cannot remain wrong about 
Christ and somehow become right about salvation, for salvation is found in no other. 

These questions address sinners, nations, servants, doubters, worshippers, hearers, and 
professing believers, but none should be handled carelessly. Each must first be understood 
in its proper biblical setting. God’s question to Adam concerns fallen man in Eden. His 
question concerning Abel exposes Cain’s bloodguilt. His vineyard indictment addresses 
Israel and Judah under their covenant. His call to Isaiah commissions a prophet to a 
hardhearted nation. Christ’s question in Matthew 16 confronts disciples before the cross, 
while the complete gospel rests upon His accomplished death, burial, and resurrection. 
Right division does not weaken application; it prevents the reader from acquiring truth 
through theft. Israel remains Israel, the Church remains the Church, law is not grace, the 
Rapture is not the Second Advent, and salvation today is never earned by works. 

Yet after the doctrinal setting is established, the questions walk straight into the present 
conscience. Where are you before God? Who supplied the voice shaping your beliefs? 
What damage has your sin caused others? Do you trust God’s power and promises? What 
are you doing with what He placed in your hand? Where were you when the Creator 



established the world you now presume to explain? Why are you hiding in a cave when duty 
remains? What more could God have provided for your salvation and fruitfulness? Will you 
go where He sends? Above all, who do you say Jesus Christ is? These are not riddles for a 
religious game night. They are divine demands for truth. Every question removes another 
layer of camouflage until the soul stands uncovered before the word of God. 

We live in an age drowning in answers and starving for truth. Men carry libraries in their 
pockets yet cannot answer why they exist, what sin is, where they will go after death, or 
who Jesus Christ is. They can retrieve ten thousand opinions in seconds and remain 
ignorant of one plain verse. Information has multiplied while wisdom has been evicted. The 
glowing screen has become a portable tree of the knowledge of good and evil, and the 
serpent still waits nearby asking, “Yea, hath God said?” This series does not add another 
human voice to the marketplace of speculation. It opens the King James Bible and allows 
God’s questions to interrogate the reader. When God asks, man’s opinions cease to be 
impressive. Omniscience has taken the floor. 

Do not read these essays merely to gather sharp lines, acquire arguments, or identify 
somebody else who needs correction. Adam’s instinct lives in religious readers too. A man 
can use a sermon as binoculars for inspecting his neighbor while refusing to let it become a 
mirror. He can shout “Amen” at Cain, Elijah, Israel, and the Pharisees while quietly sewing 
leaves around his own disobedience. James 1:22 warns, “But be ye doers of the word, and 
not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.” The most dangerous deception may occur 
beneath an open Bible when a hearer continually applies truth elsewhere. God’s questions 
contain second-person language for a reason. “Where art thou?” “Who told thee?” “What 
doest thou here?” “Whom say ye?” The finger points through every page toward the person 
reading it. 

Come to these questions without a defense attorney. Lay down the rehearsed excuse, 
inherited tradition, religious résumé, hidden bitterness, private unbelief, neglected duty, 
and borrowed opinion. Let God be true. Allow the Book to expose what sin concealed and 
correct what pride distorted. If you are lost, stop hiding and trust the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
died for your sins, was buried, and rose again. If you are saved, stop treating eternal 
security as permission for uselessness. You are sealed unto the day of redemption, but you 
will appear before the Judgment Seat of Christ and give account of your service. Grace 
saves completely, keeps eternally, and teaches the believer to live soberly, righteously, and 
godly in this present world. 

Man can dodge a sermon, debate a preacher, leave a church, mute a voice, close a Bible, 
and bury conviction beneath years of noise, but he cannot outrun the God who asks. Death 
will remove every hiding place, judgment will silence every excuse, and eternity will reveal 



every answer. The questions in this series were spoken centuries ago, yet not one has 
grown old. They are waiting beside the tree, over the bloodstained ground, within the 
whirlwind, at the cave’s entrance, inside the vineyard, before the throne, and upon the road 
to Caesarea Philippi. God still asks because man still hides. The interrogation has begun, 
the evidence is already entered, and the witness has been called. The only wise response is 
to open the Book, face the truth, and answer God. 

 

 

1 of 10: The Questions God Asks Men — “Where Art Thou?”—The Question That Finds 
the Sinner in Hiding 

Genesis 3:9: “And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art 
thou?” 

Introduction 

God never asks a question because He needs information. The LORD did not lose Adam 
somewhere between the fig tree and the bushes, and Heaven was not organizing a search 
party because omniscience had misplaced the first man. “The eyes of the LORD are in 
every place, beholding the evil and the good” (Proverbs 15:3). God knew where Adam was, 
what Adam had done, what Adam had sewn together, and why Adam was hiding. He knew 
the forbidden fruit had been eaten before Adam heard “the voice of the LORD God walking 
in the garden in the cool of the day” (Genesis 3:8). The question was not asked to furnish 
God with facts; it was asked to confront Adam with his condition. God was not asking for 
Adam’s coordinates. He was summoning Adam to account for the spiritual distance sin 
had placed between the creature and his Creator. One bite had not made God ignorant; it 
had made Adam guilty. 

“Where art thou?” is the first question God addresses to fallen man in the King James Bible, 
and it reaches farther than Eden. It is the question of a holy God directed toward a sinner 
who has disobeyed His word, believed the devil’s lie, lost his innocence, feared the divine 
presence, manufactured a useless covering, and hidden himself among the works of God’s 
own hands. Adam had changed locations without traveling a mile. He had moved from 
innocence to guilt, fellowship to fear, obedience to rebellion, openness to concealment, 
and life toward death. Sin always promises transportation to higher ground and then drops 
its passenger into a ditch. The serpent had advertised godhood, opened eyes, and 
advanced knowledge; Adam received nakedness, shame, fear, and a funeral sentence. The 
devil’s brochures show palaces, but the destination generally has bars on the windows. 
God’s question forced Adam to look at what the serpent’s promise had actually purchased. 



Every sinner since Adam has inherited the same instinct to hide. Some hide behind religion, 
others behind morality, education, social respectability, church membership, 
denominational machinery, charitable works, political causes, or comparisons with worse 
sinners. Man will discuss the failures of society, the corruption of government, the 
hypocrisy of preachers, and the sins of his neighbors as long as nobody asks where he 
stands before God. He can dodge a sermon, quarrel with a preacher, mock a tract, change 
churches, and bury conviction under religious vocabulary, but the question remains nailed 
to his conscience: “Where art thou?” It does not ask where your parents stood, what your 
denomination teaches, how many Bible facts you know, or whether you are more 
respectable than the rascal down the street. It asks where you are in relation to the God 
whose command has been broken. Until that question is answered honestly, every other 
answer is camouflage. 

1. The God Who Knew Exactly Where Adam Was 

Genesis 3 does not introduce a bewildered deity struggling to understand an unexpected 
disaster. God had given Adam a plain command before the woman was formed: “Of every 
tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, 
thou shalt not eat of it” (Genesis 2:16–17). The command was generous, definite, and 
accompanied by a precise warning: “for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely 
die.” Adam did not stumble across a technical violation hidden in fine print. God did not 
bury the prohibition beneath a mountain of regulations and then spring it upon him like a 
government tax agent. There was one forbidden tree in a garden overflowing with permitted 
abundance. The commandment was clear, the consequence was stated, and Adam was 
responsible. When God asked, “Where art thou?” He spoke as the Lawgiver who already 
knew that His command had been violated. 

The LORD’s knowledge of Adam’s location rested upon His knowledge of all things. David 
later wrote, “O LORD, thou hast searched me, and known me” (Psalm 139:1). He 
confessed, “Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my 
thought afar off” (verse 2), and then asked, “Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither 
shall I flee from thy presence?” (verse 7). Adam could hide among trees, but he could not 
hide from the One who designed every leaf, measured every branch, and planted the 
garden. The tree concealed Adam from no more of God’s sight than a lampshade conceals 
a man from the sun. Jeremiah 23:24 asks, “Can any hide himself in secret places that I shall 
not see him? saith the LORD.” The answer was settled in Eden. A sinner may find a place 
where other men cannot see him, but there is no corner of creation where its Creator 
becomes blind. 



God’s question was therefore judicial and convicting, not investigative. A wise judge may 
ask a defendant a question while already holding the evidence in his hand. The question 
provides the guilty man an opportunity to speak, confess, and expose what rules his heart. 
God called Adam before pronouncing the sentence because divine judgment is never 
ignorant, careless, or arbitrary. He brought the man forward, questioned him, heard his 
answer, exposed his excuse, and then declared the consequences. Man’s courts 
sometimes convict the innocent and release the guilty because men can be deceived, 
witnesses can lie, and evidence can be concealed. God needs no witness stand because 
He saw the crime; He needs no detective because He knows the heart. Hebrews 4:13 
declares, “Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight.” God asked Adam 
where he was so Adam would face where sin had brought him. 

2. The Fall That Moved Man Without Moving God 

Before the transgression, Genesis 2:25 says, “And they were both naked, the man and his 
wife, and were not ashamed.” There was nothing corrupt to conceal, no guilty record to 
defend, and no inward rebellion producing fear. Adam stood in innocence beneath the 
authority of the God who created him. But Genesis 3:7 records the immediate wreckage: 
“And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked.” The serpent 
had promised, “your eyes shall be opened” (Genesis 3:5), and for once the liar included 
enough truth to bait the hook. Their eyes opened, but not upon a throne. They opened upon 
their own shame. The devil’s promises often come true the way a hangman’s promise of a 
short trip comes true. He neglects to mention the rope at the destination. Adam gained 
knowledge by disobedience, but the knowledge arrived with guilt attached to it. 

Adam’s sin did not change God’s holiness, authority, or truthfulness. It changed Adam’s 
standing. Romans 5:12 explains the doctrinal reach of that act: “Wherefore, as by one man 
sin entered into the world, and death by sin.” Sin entered through one man, and death 
followed it through the door. Adam was not merely a private individual making a poor 
personal choice; he stood as the head of the human race. First Corinthians 15:22 states, 
“For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.” The human race was 
represented in Adam, and when its head fell, death flowed downward through his 
descendants. Modern man dislikes inherited consequences until he inherits money, 
property, social standing, or a family name. Then representation suddenly becomes a 
splendid arrangement. Scripture gives the unpleasant side without apology: Adam 
supplied his children with a fallen nature and a dying body. 

The question “Where art thou?” exposed that Adam was now on the wrong side of God’s 
command. He had not become divine as the serpent suggested; he had become a 
transgressor. First Timothy 2:14 says, “Adam was not deceived, but the woman being 



deceived was in the transgression.” Eve was deceived, but Adam acted knowingly. He 
chose the creature over the Creator and the woman’s condition over God’s word. Whatever 
emotions accompanied the choice, Scripture does not excuse it with a psychological label 
or diagnose Adam into innocence. God called it disobedience. Romans 5:19 says, “For as 
by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners.” Sin does not become less sinful 
because a man can explain the pressure surrounding it. Adam may have had reasons, but 
he had no righteous reason. The first divine interrogation stripped away the leaves and 
located him precisely: he stood as a guilty rebel before a holy God. 

3. The Hiding Place Built by Human Hands 

Genesis 3:7 says Adam and Eve “sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons.” 
Fallen man’s first construction project was a covering for the consequence of his own 
rebellion. He did not run to God, confess the transgression, or ask for mercy. He reached 
for vegetation and began tailoring. That apron was the first visible display of man 
attempting to repair by human effort what sin had ruined. The leaves represented activity, 
ingenuity, and sincerity, but they could not remove guilt. Man has been improving the 
design ever since. He has traded fig leaves for religious ceremonies, moral resolutions, 
social activism, good works, respectable reputations, and ecclesiastical costumes, but the 
material remains just as perishable. A sinner may embroider his leaves with crosses, 
decorate them with church attendance, and perfume them with charity, yet Isaiah 64:6 still 
says, “all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags.” God is not impressed by upgraded foliage. 

The aprons addressed what Adam and Eve could see while ignoring what God had said. 
They saw nakedness; God saw disobedience. They treated the symptom and left the 
disease untouched. That is the genius of man-made religion: it stays extremely busy 
repairing everything except the sinner’s relationship with God. It teaches a man to polish 
his behavior, adjust his vocabulary, join an institution, perform a ceremony, and compare 
favorably with somebody more openly corrupt. The religious sinner then stands in a suit of 
pressed fig leaves and imagines Heaven must admire the tailoring. But Romans 3:20 
declares, “Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight.” If 
the holy law cannot justify guilty flesh, human traditions certainly cannot do it. The problem 
is not that man needs a more durable apron. He needs the guilt dealt with according to 
God’s righteousness. 

After making their aprons, Adam and Eve “hid themselves from the presence of the LORD 
God amongst the trees of the garden” (Genesis 3:8). Notice the absurdity produced by sin: 
they used God’s trees to hide from God’s presence. Every hiding place a sinner chooses 
belongs to the God from whom he is hiding. The intellectual hides inside a brain God gave 
him. The wealthy man hides behind possessions God permitted him to obtain. The 



religionist hides inside buildings made from God’s materials. The atheist stands upon 
God’s earth, breathes God’s air, uses a tongue God formed, and announces that God does 
not exist. That is like a flea sitting on an elephant’s back and delivering a lecture against 
elephants. Acts 17:28 says, “For in him we live, and move, and have our being.” Man cannot 
escape God by rearranging God’s furniture and crouching behind it. 

4. The Voice That Came Looking for the Guilty 

Genesis 3:8 does not merely say that Adam heard a sound; it says, “they heard the voice of 
the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day.” The voice that had once 
communicated command, fellowship, purpose, and blessing now produced terror in the 
guilty conscience. God’s voice had not become evil. Adam’s condition had changed. The 
same Bible that comforts the obedient believer can stab the rebellious heart because 
Hebrews 4:12 says the word of God is “quick, and powerful, and sharper than any 
twoedged sword.” A thermometer does not create the fever by revealing it, and Scripture 
does not create man’s guilt by exposing it. The sinner blames the preacher, the passage, or 
the tone because he does not like the reading on God’s instrument. Breaking the 
thermometer may silence the measurement, but it does nothing for the disease. 

“And the LORD God called unto Adam.” The call itself displays divine mercy operating 
before judgment was pronounced. God could have left Adam hiding until death swallowed 
him, but He called the guilty man into the light. Adam did not initiate the search. Fallen 
man is not pictured combing the garden while crying, “God, where art thou?” God sought 
Adam. Luke 19:10 later declares, “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that 
which was lost.” That does not remove human responsibility, but it destroys human 
boasting. Salvation begins with God’s provision, God’s word, God’s conviction, and God’s 
invitation. Romans 3:11 says, “there is none that seeketh after God.” Religion likes to 
portray man climbing nobly toward Heaven, but Genesis shows the sinner crouching in the 
bushes while God calls his name. Man did not invent redemption; left alone, he invented an 
apron. 

God addressed Adam personally and directly. He did not call the serpent to interpret 
Adam’s condition, nor did He ask the surrounding trees for a professional assessment. 
“Where art thou?” placed one man beneath the light of one question. Conviction becomes 
uncomfortable when it quits speaking about mankind and begins speaking about you. It is 
easy to agree that all have sinned in the abstract; the trouble begins when “all” acquires 
your name and address. David could condemn the rich man in Nathan’s parable until the 
prophet said, “Thou art the man” (2 Samuel 12:7). A congregation can thunder “Amen” 
against sins across town while keeping remarkably quiet when Scripture walks down its 
own aisle. God’s voice does not merely expose national wickedness, denominational 



apostasy, or cultural decay. It corners the individual conscience and asks, without 
requesting a committee report, “Where art thou?” 

5. The Excuses That Confessed More Than Adam Intended 

Adam answered, “I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; 
and I hid myself” (Genesis 3:10). His answer admitted fear, nakedness, and concealment, 
but it did not confess the disobedience that produced them. He described his feelings and 
circumstances while stepping around his sin. Fallen man has become highly skilled at that 
maneuver. He will explain that he was afraid, pressured, misunderstood, disappointed, 
neglected, angry, exhausted, provoked, or surrounded by bad influences. Some of those 
circumstances may be real, but none can turn evil into righteousness. Adam’s fear did not 
make him innocent; it proved that his conscience knew something stood between him and 
God. Proverbs 28:1 says, “The wicked flee when no man pursueth.” Fear is often guilt 
hearing the approaching footsteps of accountability. Adam hid because the God whose 
word he had rejected was now the God whose presence he dreaded. 

God then asked, “Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof 
I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?” (Genesis 3:11). The issue was brought 
back to the command. God did not invite Adam to redefine the prohibition, discuss 
whether the tree seemed fair, or explain that the serpent had created an emotionally 
complicated environment. “Hast thou eaten?” called for a truthful answer concerning a 
definite act. The Bible consistently refuses man’s attempt to dissolve sin into mist. “Sin is 
the transgression of the law” (1 John 3:4). It is not merely dysfunction, low self-esteem, 
social maladjustment, or the failure to achieve one’s potential. Those phrases can furnish a 
sinner with a sofa upon which to recline while his conscience dies. God names the 
command and identifies the transgression. The divine interrogation is a sword, not a 
feather duster. 

Adam replied, “The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I 
did eat” (Genesis 3:12). Buried at the end was the confession, “I did eat,” but Adam 
wrapped it in enough blame to ship it elsewhere. He blamed the woman, and by saying, 
“whom thou gavest,” he indirectly blamed God. The gift he had celebrated in Genesis 2:23 
became Exhibit A in his defense. Sin makes a man prosecute his blessings for crimes 
committed by his own will. Eve then blamed the serpent, saying, “The serpent beguiled me, 
and I did eat” (Genesis 3:13). Adam blamed Eve, Eve blamed the serpent, and the serpent 
had no leg to stand on. Yet God judged all three because shifting responsibility does not 
transfer guilt. An excuse is often a confession wearing a false moustache. It may fool the 
speaker, but it never deceives the Judge. 



6. The Modern Forests Where Sinners Still Hide 

Some men hide behind morality. They pay their debts, love their families, avoid public 
scandal, and compare themselves with criminals, drunkards, adulterers, and hypocrites. 
But God’s standard is not the worst man in town; it is His own holiness. Romans 3:23 says, 
“For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” A man may stand taller than his 
neighbor and still drown in the same ocean. Respectability can improve society, but it 
cannot regenerate the sinner. Cornelius was devout, prayerful, generous, and God-fearing 
in Acts 10, yet God sent Peter to tell him words whereby he would be saved. Nicodemus 
was religious, educated, moral, and respected, yet Christ told him, “Ye must be born again” 
(John 3:7). Morality is a fine neighbor and a miserable saviour. It may keep a man out of jail 
while carrying him respectably toward hell. 

Others hide behind religion and church membership. They were baptized, confirmed, 
catechized, enrolled, sprinkled, immersed, or accepted by a congregation, and they treat 
an entry in a church record as though it were an entry in the Lamb’s book of life. But Jesus 
warned religious men, “Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish” (Luke 13:3). Paul 
testified concerning Israel that “they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge” 
(Romans 10:2). Zeal cannot replace truth, and ceremony cannot replace Christ. A church 
building is a poor hiding place from the Head of the church. Judas traveled with the 
apostles, heard Christ preach, witnessed miracles, handled ministry money, and still went 
“to his own place” (Acts 1:25). Sitting in a garage does not make a man an automobile, and 
sitting in a pew does not place a sinner in Christ. Religion can wash the cup while leaving 
poison inside it. 

Still others hide behind education, skepticism, pain, or the failures of professing 
Christians. The educated man claims he has too many questions, though he often has 
enough certainty to reject every answer before hearing it. The skeptic points to hypocrites 
as though counterfeit money proves there is no genuine currency. The wounded man 
charges God with the sins committed by men, and the procrastinator promises to settle 
eternal matters after he has finished every temporary amusement. These hiding places 
differ in decoration but serve the same purpose: they prevent a man from facing God’s 
word. Romans 1:20 says humanity is “without excuse,” and Romans 2:1 tells the moral 
judge, “thou art inexcusable, O man.” At the Great White Throne, no sinner will subpoena a 
hypocritical preacher as his substitute. God’s question will still concern his own standing, 
his own sin, and his own rejection of the light he received. 

7. The Covering God Provided and the Answer Man Must Give 



Genesis 3:21 says, “Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God make coats of skins, 
and clothed them.” Their aprons were human work; the coats were divine provision. Their 
covering came from leaves; God’s covering required skins, and skins cannot be obtained 
without death. The verse does not provide every detail of a later Levitical sacrifice, and 
sound doctrine does not need imagination dressed as revelation. Nevertheless, the picture 
is plain: the guilty pair could not adequately cover themselves, and God supplied what they 
could not produce. The great Bible principle develops through Abel’s offering, the Passover 
lamb, Leviticus 17:11, and the sacrifices under the law until it reaches Jesus Christ, “the 
Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). Man sews; God saves. 
Man gathers leaves; God provides a covering at the cost of innocent life. 

The final and sufficient answer is found not in Adam’s works but in the last Adam’s 
obedience. First Corinthians 15:45 says, “The first man Adam was made a living soul; the 
last Adam was made a quickening spirit.” The first Adam stood in a garden surrounded by 
provision and disobeyed; Jesus Christ entered a garden beneath the shadow of the cross 
and submitted Himself to the Father’s will. By Adam’s disobedience many were made 
sinners, but Romans 5:19 declares, “so by the obedience of one shall many be made 
righteous.” Christ “bare our sins in his own body on the tree” (1 Peter 2:24), and “the blood 
of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:7). God does not save the sinner 
by improving Adam’s apron. He places the believing sinner in Christ, where redemption is 
complete and righteousness is supplied by Another. 

The Church Age sinner receives that salvation by grace through faith, not by works, 
ceremonies, law-keeping, endurance, or religious merit. Ephesians 2:8–9 states, “For by 
grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of 
works, lest any man should boast.” First Corinthians 15:3–4 declares the gospel: “Christ 
died for our sins according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose again 
the third day according to the scriptures.” To answer “Where art thou?” properly, a man 
must know whether he remains in Adam or stands in Christ. There are only two spiritual 
locations. In Adam there is condemnation and death; in Christ there is justification and life. 
God is not asking whether you admire Christ, discuss Christ, or keep Christ near your 
religion. He asks whether you have trusted Him and been made accepted “in the beloved” 
(Ephesians 1:6). 

Conclusion 

“Where art thou?” is not an invitation to geographical speculation; it is a divine summons to 
honest self-examination under the word of God. Adam stood behind a tree, clothed in 
leaves, armed with excuses, and burdened with guilt. His circumstances have changed, 
but his children have preserved the family customs. Men still disobey what God has said, 



believe what the devil has suggested, discover shame, manufacture coverings, retreat into 
hiding places, and blame somebody else when the voice of God approaches. Civilization 
has supplied air conditioning, digital screens, advanced degrees, religious institutions, and 
tailored suits, but beneath the improvements stands the same fallen man. Technology has 
upgraded the bushes; it has not cured the rebel hiding inside them. God’s question crosses 
every century, enters every nation, walks into every church, and addresses every 
conscience with the same undiminished authority: “Where art thou?” 

The believer must also permit this question to search his walk and fellowship. A saved man 
is secure in Christ, sealed “unto the day of redemption” (Ephesians 4:30), and delivered 
from condemnation according to Romans 8:1. Yet a believer can still hide disobedience, 
resist correction, neglect prayer, abandon the Scriptures, tolerate secret sin, and retreat 
from the place of duty. God asked Elijah, “What doest thou here?” and warned the 
Ephesian church, “Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent” 
(Revelation 2:5). Eternal security is not divine permission to decorate a hiding place. The 
Judgment Seat of Christ will test the believer’s work, and “every one of us shall give 
account of himself to God” (Romans 14:12). Position in Christ settles salvation; obedience 
determines fellowship, usefulness, testimony, and reward. Grace does not teach a 
Christian to hide better. It teaches him to come into the light. 

The sinner, however, must answer the question before death fixes his location forever. 
There will be no trees behind which to hide at the Great White Throne, no leaves large 
enough to cover guilt, and no attorney clever enough to cross-examine omniscience. 
Revelation 20:12 says, “the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the 
books, according to their works.” The time to stop hiding is now. Come out from behind 
morality, religion, education, excuses, blame, and self-righteousness. Admit what God 
already knows, believe the gospel, and trust the Lord Jesus Christ. God called Adam from 
among the trees, and the same God now commands men to repent and offers salvation 
through the Saviour who died upon a tree. The question has found you, and silence will not 
answer it. Before you discuss where the world is going, where the churches have gone, or 
where everyone else stands, face the voice of God: “Where art thou?” 

 

 

2 of 10: The Questions God Asks Men — “Who Told Thee?”—Tracing the Voice Behind 
the Lie 

Genesis 3:11: “And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked?” 

Introduction 



“Who told thee?” is one of the sharpest questions ever driven into the conscience of fallen 
man. God did not ask Adam what he felt, how the fruit tasted, whether the serpent had 
seemed sincere, or what environmental pressures may have contributed to his regrettable 
decision. The LORD went straight to the source of the message that had replaced His word 
in Adam’s mind. Somebody had been preaching in Eden, and it was not the God who 
planted the garden. Another voice had entered the conversation, questioned the 
commandment, altered its wording, denied its warning, and promised advancement 
through rebellion. Adam and Eve did not fall because God had failed to speak clearly. They 
fell because they allowed another speaker to sit in judgment upon what God had already 
said. Every apostasy begins when man treats the voice of the creature as a qualified editor 
of the voice of the Creator. 

Genesis 3:11 reads, “And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of 
the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?” The two questions 
belong together. “Who told thee?” identifies the competing voice; “Hast thou eaten?” 
exposes the conduct that followed listening to it. Falsehood is never content to occupy a 
chair in the mind as an interesting theory. Sooner or later, it puts its hands on the steering 
wheel. Adam accepted another voice, violated a plain command, discovered shame, 
manufactured a covering, and fled from the presence of God. That sequence has not 
changed. Wrong doctrine produces wrong conduct because belief is seed and behavior is 
fruit. A man does not wander into spiritual ruin by accident; he gets directions from 
somebody. The road signs may bear impressive titles, institutional seals, religious slogans, 
and academic credentials, but if they contradict Scripture, the serpent helped paint them. 

The great question is not merely, “What do you believe?” It is, “Who told you to believe it?” 
Where did the doctrine originate? Whose authority supports it? Which voice persuaded you 
that God’s words were unreasonable, outdated, mistranslated, symbolic, culturally 
conditioned, or open to correction? Men inherit opinions from parents, absorb 
philosophies from teachers, repeat slogans from television, adopt moral standards from 
entertainers, and swallow religious traditions from pulpits without once dragging those 
claims beneath the light of Scripture. Then they call themselves independent thinkers while 
reciting a script written by strangers. That is independence with a leash on it. Every lie has a 
father, every false doctrine has a lineage, and every rebellion carries the fingerprints of the 
first rebel. God’s question follows the doctrine back through the classroom, newsroom, 
pulpit, and garden until it reaches the hiss beneath the leaves: “Who told thee?” 

1. God Had Already Spoken Clearly 

Before the serpent opened his mouth, God had spoken. Genesis 2:16–17 says, “And the 
LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely 



eat.” The command began with generosity. Adam was surrounded by provision, liberty, 
beauty, and abundance. God was not starving him beside a forbidden banquet; He granted 
him every tree except one. Then came the restriction: “But of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it.” The words were plain enough for a child and definite 
enough for a court record. God identified the tree, prohibited the act, and stated the 
consequence: “for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” There was no 
missing information. The serpent’s work did not begin where revelation was silent. It began 
by creating suspicion concerning what God had made unmistakably clear. 

Notice the authority of the statement: “the LORD God commanded the man.” Adam was 
not invited to join a discussion panel concerning orchard ethics. God did not submit His 
command to a creature for peer review. The One who formed Adam from the dust 
possessed the right to govern the life He had given. Revelation is not divine advice awaiting 
human approval; it is the Creator speaking to His creature. The modern mind objects 
because it wants God’s benefits without God’s authority. It desires breath, food, pleasure, 
intelligence, family, and eternity, but becomes offended when the Giver attaches a 
command to His gifts. Man receives a universe he did not create through a body he did not 
design, then complains that the Owner has posted one restriction. Pride can make a tenant 
lecture the landlord about property rights while standing on borrowed floorboards. God 
had spoken, and Adam’s duty was not to revise the command but to obey it. 

The chronology is important because error is always secondary. Truth was present before 
the lie arrived. God’s word did not answer the serpent; the serpent reacted against God’s 
word. Darkness does not create light; it opposes the light that already shines. Satan 
possesses no original truth, no independent life, and no creative authority. He is a 
counterfeiter who must borrow God’s paper before printing his own currency. Every heresy 
depends upon some portion of truth that it twists, removes from context, or mixes with 
poison. The serpent needed God’s command as the raw material for his contradiction. That 
is why false teachers so often carry Bibles, quote verses, use Christian vocabulary, and 
speak about Jesus. A wolf does not enter the flock wearing a sign that says “wolf.” He 
borrows wool. The first defense against the stranger’s voice is therefore settled confidence 
in what God has already said. 

2. The Serpent’s Four-Part Sermon 

The serpent began with a question: “Yea, hath God said?” (Genesis 3:1). That was not an 
honest request for information. He knew God had spoken and aimed to place the 
command beneath suspicion. His opening word, “Yea,” carries the tone of a raised 
eyebrow, as though divine authority were an astonishing rumor requiring investigation. 
Satan did not begin by saying, “There is no God.” He began by suggesting that God’s words 



should be reconsidered. That method remains successful because an open denial would 
frighten many people who will gladly entertain a respectful-sounding question. The devil 
has learned to enter through the faculty lounge instead of breaking through the front door. 
Once man accepts the premise that God’s word must stand trial before human reason, the 
verdict has already been arranged. The creature becomes the judge, revelation becomes 
the defendant, and the serpent volunteers as an expert witness. 

The serpent then altered what God had said. He asked, “Hath God said, Ye shall not eat of 
every tree of the garden?” God had emphasized abundance: “Of every tree of the garden 
thou mayest freely eat,” followed by one restriction. The serpent emphasized deprivation 
and made God sound unreasonable. Eve answered by weakening and adding to the 
command. She omitted “freely,” changed God’s certain “thou shalt surely die” into “lest ye 
die,” and added, “neither shall ye touch it” (Genesis 3:2–3). God had said nothing about 
touching the fruit. Once the exact words were loosened, subtraction, addition, and dilution 
followed like three undertakers arriving for the same funeral. Satan does not need a man to 
burn the Bible if he can persuade him to adjust it. A changed Bible produces a changed 
doctrine, and a changed doctrine soon produces a changed life. 

Finally, the serpent denied the warning and promised advancement: “Ye shall not surely 
die” and “ye shall be as gods” (Genesis 3:4–5). First came contradiction; then came self-
exaltation. Satan assured Eve that disobedience would not bring judgment but 
enlightenment. Sin would open her eyes, increase her knowledge, and elevate her 
condition. That remains the sales pitch behind every rebellion. The sinner is told that 
forbidden conduct will liberate him, suppressed appetites will fulfill him, rejected authority 
will empower him, and independence from God will make him authentic. The coffin is 
advertised as a doorway to self-discovery. Yet Romans 6:23 still says, “For the wages of sin 
is death.” Satan’s four-part sermon has never changed: question God’s word, alter God’s 
word, deny God’s warning, and promise godhood through disobedience. The wrapping 
changes; the poison retains its original recipe. 

3. Every Lie Bears Its Father’s Name 

Jesus Christ identified the source plainly when He told unbelieving religious men, “Ye are of 
your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do” (John 8:44). He continued, “He 
was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in 
him.” Then came the divine identification: “When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: 
for he is a liar, and the father of it.” A lie is not an innocent verbal mistake floating without 
moral parentage. Satan fathers falsehood because his rebellion rests upon opposition to 
God’s truth. He lied in Eden, and death entered the world behind that lie. Jesus joined lying 
and murder in the same description because falsehood kills. It kills confidence in 



Scripture, destroys obedience, corrupts worship, blinds sinners, divides homes, poisons 
churches, and sends souls toward judgment under a false assurance of safety. 

Satan does not ordinarily introduce himself before speaking. Second Corinthians 11:14 
warns, “And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.” His 
ministers therefore appear as “the ministers of righteousness” (verse 15). The 
transformation is outward, not inward. A serpent wearing a halo is still a serpent, and 
poison served in a communion cup remains poison. The devil’s most effective messengers 
are not always the openly wicked. They may be cultured, charitable, educated, emotionally 
persuasive, and wrapped in religious respectability. They speak of love while rejecting truth, 
praise Jesus while denying His deity, discuss grace while preaching works, and quote 
Scripture while correcting the Book from which they quote. The devil is perfectly willing to 
wear a clerical collar if it earns him access to the pulpit. His wardrobe changes with the 
audience, but his opposition to God’s words never changes. 

First Timothy 4:1 warns that “in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving 
heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils.” Notice that departure comes by “giving 
heed.” Apostasy requires a listening ear before it produces a wandering foot. Devils teach 
doctrines through human mouths, religious systems, philosophical movements, and 
spiritual counterfeits. The doctrine may be presented as ancient wisdom, higher 
consciousness, enlightened compassion, secret knowledge, progressive Christianity, or 
scholarly reconstruction, but its spiritual character is determined by its relationship to 
Scripture. If it attacks the deity of Christ, denies the blood atonement, replaces grace with 
works, destroys the distinction between Israel and the Church, denies judgment, or 
corrects God’s Book, it did not descend from the Father of lights. False doctrine may earn a 
doctorate, establish a foundation, and purchase television time, but a lie does not become 
truth because it learned to wear cuff links. 

4. The Loud Voices of a Godless World 

The world operates through “the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience” 
(Ephesians 2:2). That does not mean every unsaved person is consciously worshipping 
Satan, but it means the world’s course runs contrary to God and under “the prince of the 
power of the air.” Its institutions naturally train men to think without reference to the 
Creator. Romans 1 describes the process: men “held the truth in unrighteousness,” 
became “vain in their imaginations,” and “professing themselves to be wise, they became 
fools.” The problem was not an absence of evidence but a refusal to glorify God. Once the 
Creator was removed, creation was worshipped, darkness was renamed wisdom, and 
corruption became respectable. A man in a white laboratory coat can be just as spiritually 



blind as an idolater dancing before a stone. Education may enlarge the vocabulary of 
unbelief without improving its eyesight. 

Universities frequently teach young people that man arose without God, morality exists 
without an absolute standard, identity can be invented, and Scripture belongs beside other 
discarded superstitions. Students enter able to recognize male and female and leave 
requiring advanced coursework to become confused about both. That is progress in the 
same sense that walking backward toward a cliff is progress. First Timothy 6:20 warns 
against “profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of science falsely so called.” True 
knowledge never contradicts the God of truth; false knowledge dresses speculation as 
certainty and ridicules revelation because revelation exposes its rebellion. The educated 
Christian must not despise learning, but neither should he kneel before a diploma. Moses 
was “learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians” (Acts 7:22), yet Egypt’s libraries could not 
tell him what God revealed from the burning bush. 

The television screen and political platform multiply the same voices. News commentators 
define righteousness according to party loyalties, entertainers preach morality between 
scenes of fornication, corporations issue ethical commandments while selling corruption, 
and politicians promise salvation through another program funded by somebody else’s 
labor. Isaiah 5:20 pronounces woe “unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put 
darkness for light, and light for darkness.” A microphone does not confer moral authority, 
and repetition does not turn a lie into truth. If ten thousand voices say God is wrong, God 
remains right and the ten thousand have merely organized their ignorance. Noah stood 
against a world; Elijah stood against hundreds of Baal’s prophets; Paul stood before 
philosophers in Athens. Truth has never required a majority vote. Its authority rests upon 
the One who spoke it, not the number willing to applaud it. 

5. The Stranger’s Voice Inside Religious Walls 

The most dangerous contradiction often comes from the pulpit because people lower their 
guard when the speaker carries a Bible. Jeremiah 23:16 warned Israel, “Hearken not unto 
the words of the prophets that prophesy unto you: they make you vain.” Those prophets 
spoke “a vision of their own heart, and not out of the mouth of the LORD.” They used 
prophetic titles without delivering prophetic truth. Their message comforted rebels: “Ye 
shall have peace,” and “No evil shall come upon you” (verse 17). God compared His true 
word to fire and “a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces” (verse 29), but the false 
prophets offered pillows to men sleeping beside the edge of judgment. A preacher is not 
faithful because he makes sinners comfortable, attracts crowds, or masters religious 
vocabulary. The test is whether he declares what God said without sanding the edge off the 
sword. 



Paul warned Timothy that “the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine” (2 
Timothy 4:3). The people would gather teachers according to their own lusts because they 
had “itching ears.” False teachers exist because rebellious hearers place orders for them. 
When men desire a god who never judges, a Christ who saves without being Lord, a gospel 
without blood, a church without doctrine, and a Christianity without a cross, the religious 
marketplace supplies the product. The customer is always right in business, but the sinner 
is frequently wrong in theology. Paul said, “they shall turn away their ears from the truth, 
and shall be turned unto fables” (verse 4). The ears turn first; the soul follows. A man who 
refuses hard truth will eventually purchase a soft lie, and there is never a shortage of 
preachers willing to wrap one for him. 

Religious tradition can also replace the voice of God. Jesus told the Pharisees, “Full well ye 
reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition” (Mark 7:9). Tradition 
is not automatically evil, but it becomes wicked when it contradicts Scripture and then 
demands the obedience belonging to Scripture. Men will defend infant baptism, 
sacramental salvation, prayers to saints, human priesthoods, replacement theology, 
salvation by works, and institutional authority by appealing to centuries of repetition. But 
age does not sanctify error. An old lie is merely a lie that has survived several funerals. 
Christ said the Pharisees were “making the word of God of none effect through your 
tradition” (Mark 7:13). The question is not how long a church has taught something, how 
many councils approved it, or how ornate the building looks. The question remains, “Who 
told thee?” 

6. Trying Every Voice by the Written Word 

Isaiah 8:20 provides the standard: “To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not 
according to this word, it is because there is no light in them.” God did not tell His people to 
test revelation by their feelings, culture, traditions, or the speaker’s charisma. The standard 
was what God had spoken. First John 4:1 likewise commands, “Beloved, believe not every 
spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God.” Spiritual claims must be tested because 
many false prophets have gone out into the world. Gullibility is not faith, and refusing to 
examine doctrine is not humility. A Christian who believes every religious speaker is like a 
man who drinks from every bottle beneath the sink because several labels contain 
impressive words. The Bible-believing mind remains open to truth and locked against 
contradiction. It does not fear examination because God’s truth can endure the light. 

The Bereans were called “more noble” because “they received the word with all readiness 
of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11). 
They examined even Paul’s preaching by the Scriptures available to them. Paul did not 
rebuke them for questioning his apostolic dignity. A faithful preacher wants an open Bible 



beneath his message because he has no interest in building faith upon his personality. The 
preacher who discourages biblical examination is asking for a loyalty God never granted 
him. No pastor, teacher, denomination, institution, or ministry possesses authority to 
contradict the Book. Human leaders may help a believer understand Scripture, but they 
cannot become the final court over Scripture. The moment a man’s explanation requires 
you to distrust the verse in front of you, the explanation has confessed its own guilt. Light 
does not need darkness to correct it. 

Every Christian should ask direct questions of every doctrine: Where is it written? Does the 
passage actually say what the teacher claims? Who is speaking? To whom is he speaking? 
What is the historical and dispensational setting? Does the interpretation confuse Israel 
with the Church, law with grace, the Rapture with the Second Advent, or the Judgment Seat 
of Christ with the Great White Throne? Second Timothy 2:15 commands the workman to be 
“rightly dividing the word of truth.” That does not authorize cutting unwanted verses from 
the Bible; it requires recognizing the distinctions God placed within it. Many doctrinal 
monstrosities are assembled by sewing together verses addressed to different people 
under different circumstances and then calling the creature theology. A text without its 
context becomes a handle by which a deceiver can carry almost any suitcase he pleases. 

7. The Shepherd’s Voice and the Saving Truth 

Jesus Christ said of His sheep, “they know his voice” and “a stranger will they not follow, 
but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers” (John 10:4–5). The sheep’s 
safety rests not upon admiring every voice that mentions spiritual things but upon 
recognizing the Shepherd. Christ declared, “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and 
they follow me” (verse 27). His voice never contradicts His written word. The Spirit of God 
does not privately reveal to a believer something contrary to the Book He inspired. A dream, 
impression, vision, emotional experience, or prophetic claim that opposes Scripture is not 
improved by calling it spiritual. The devil has been in the supernatural business longer than 
modern charismatics have owned microphones. The safe believer follows what is written, 
for God will never lead His child away from the truth He has preserved. 

Faith itself comes through God’s word: “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by 
the word of God” (Romans 10:17). Saving faith is not confidence in sincerity, religion, 
positive thinking, baptism, church membership, or personal goodness. The gospel declares 
“that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and that 
he rose again the third day according to the scriptures” (1 Corinthians 15:3–4). The sinner 
must hear and believe that message. Satan tells him he is good enough, too wicked to be 
saved, able to earn Heaven, safe because he belongs to a church, or wise to postpone 
salvation. Those lies contradict the same gospel from opposite directions. Ephesians 2:8–9 



settles the matter: salvation is “by grace” and “through faith,” “not of works.” God saves the 
guilty sinner who trusts Jesus Christ, not the religious contestant who submits the most 
impressive résumé. 

After salvation, the believer must continue guarding what enters his mind, home, and 
church. Proverbs 4:23 says, “Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of 
life.” That guarding requires more than avoiding openly filthy material. It requires 
recognizing ideas that undermine biblical authority while pretending to offer wisdom, 
compassion, progress, or spirituality. Parents should know who is teaching their children, 
churches should know what doctrines enter through their music and curriculum, and 
Christians should know what voices shape their convictions. The enemy does not need to 
make a believer deny the entire Bible if he can make him distrust the one verse necessary 
for today’s obedience. A small hole can sink a large ship when the sea is given enough time. 
Guarding the mind begins by asking of every influential voice, “Who told thee, and does it 
agree with what God said?” 

Conclusion 

The wreckage in Genesis 3 began when man permitted the serpent’s word to challenge 
God’s word. The forbidden fruit was eaten by the mouth, but the rebellion entered through 
the ear. Adam and Eve listened, considered, desired, took, ate, hid, and blamed. The 
sequence reveals why doctrine matters. Ideas are not harmless decorations stored on 
shelves in the mind; they are seeds seeking a field. The serpent’s doctrine produced the 
serpent’s desired conduct, and death followed. Every generation repeats Eden whenever it 
treats Scripture as uncertain and contradiction as enlightenment. The modern serpent may 
speak through a professor, politician, entertainer, false preacher, bestselling author, or 
glowing screen, but his oldest question still fits every costume: “Yea, hath God said?” He 
has acquired better sound equipment since Eden, but he has not written a new sermon. 
His entire kingdom remains dependent upon persuading man that God cannot be trusted. 

Therefore trace every belief to its source. Who told you that sin would fulfill you? Who told 
you that judgment is imaginary, Hell is a medieval invention, all religions lead to God, 
sincerity is enough, works can save, baptism can regenerate, sacraments can dispense 
grace, Israel has been replaced, the Rapture is a fantasy, or the King James Bible requires 
correction? Who told you that holiness is legalism, conviction is harmful, obedience is 
oppression, and rebellion is authenticity? Do not answer with a celebrity’s name, 
institutional reputation, denominational label, or academic title. Carry the claim to the 
Book and let Scripture question the speaker. Psalm 119:128 says, “Therefore I esteem all 
thy precepts concerning all things to be right; and I hate every false way.” When God is right 



concerning all things, every contradiction is wrong regardless of who signs the certificate 
beneath it. 

God’s question still stands over every conscience: “Who told thee?” It demands that the 
sinner identify the voice behind his hiding, the religionist identify the authority behind his 
tradition, and the believer identify the influence behind his compromise. You will either 
judge voices by the word of God or allow voices to teach you how to judge the word of God. 
There is no neutral ground between those two positions. Jesus Christ said, “He that is of 
God heareth God’s words” (John 8:47). Hear the words of the One who cannot lie, believe 
the gospel He has given, and refuse the stranger who begins by questioning what God has 
settled. Every lie eventually removes its mask before the judgment of truth. When the last 
excuse has collapsed and every false teacher has been silenced, God’s word will remain 
standing. The safest answer to “Who told thee?” is simple, strong, and sufficient: “It is 
written.” 

 

 

3 of 10: The Questions God Asks Men — “Where Is Abel Thy Brother?”—The Question 
That Bloodguilt Cannot Silence 

Genesis 4:9: “And the LORD said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother?” 

Introduction 

God did not ask Cain where Abel was because Heaven had lost track of the dead man. The 
LORD knew where Abel lay, how he had died, whose hand had struck him, and what hatred 
had been boiling beneath Cain’s religious exterior before the murder was committed. God’s 
question was a summons to confession: “Where is Abel thy brother?” Every word tightened 
the net. “Where” demanded an account. “Abel” identified the victim. “Thy brother” exposed 
the relationship Cain had violated. The question left no room for an anonymous corpse, an 
unfortunate accident, or a vague discussion about violence in society. Abel was Cain’s own 
brother, and Cain knew exactly where he was. A murderer may bury the body, wipe off the 
weapon, straighten his collar, and rehearse an alibi, but omniscience does not require 
fingerprints. God can hear a dead man testify through six feet of dirt. 

Cain answered, “I know not: Am I my brother’s keeper?” (Genesis 4:9). The first recorded 
human birth produced the first recorded human liar and murderer, proving that civilization’s 
basic problem did not begin with crowded cities, poverty, deficient education, or 
inadequate government programs. It began in the fallen heart. Cain’s answer combined 
falsehood with insolence. He lied about Abel’s location and then treated God’s question as 



unreasonable interference. Sin had already made Adam hide from God; one generation 
later, it made Cain talk back to God. Rebellion does not remain satisfied with disobedience. 
When confronted, it becomes defensive, sarcastic, and accusatory. Cain spoke as though 
God were burdening him with an unfair expectation, when the ground beneath his feet was 
holding evidence of his crime. Guilt often develops a loud mouth because noise is cheaper 
than repentance. Cain’s contempt could not silence the blood beneath him. 

The murder did not begin in the field. It began at the altar. Genesis 4 traces the descent 
from false worship to rejected worship, from rejection to anger, from anger to hatred, and 
from hatred to bloodshed. Cain wanted access to God on Cain’s terms. He brought the 
product of his labor, expected divine approval, and became furious when God refused to 
place His respect upon a disobedient offering. Instead of correcting the sacrifice, Cain 
attempted to remove the worshipper whose offering had been accepted. That spirit has 
marched through religious history wearing priestly garments, carrying sacred books, and 
pronouncing pious words over bloody hands. False religion cannot produce the 
righteousness it sees in the faithful, so it eventually tries to silence the faithful themselves. 
The same heart that refuses God’s way of approach will resent the man who takes it. Cain’s 
field was only the first cemetery dug by religion without truth. 

1. Two Worshippers Standing Before One God 

Genesis 4:2 identifies Abel as “a keeper of sheep” and Cain as “a tiller of the ground.” Both 
occupations were legitimate. The Bible does not condemn farming or suggest that dirt 
beneath a man’s fingernails makes his worship unacceptable. Adam himself had been 
commanded to dress and keep the garden, and after the fall he was sent forth “to till the 
ground from whence he was taken” (Genesis 3:23). The issue was not that Cain worked 
with plants while Abel worked with animals. The issue was what each man brought when 
he approached God. Genesis 4:3 says, “Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering 
unto the LORD.” He was religious, deliberate, and active. He did not deny God’s existence 
or stay home from worship. Cain came with an offering in his hand, but sincerity cannot 
sanctify disobedience. A man may travel toward God with great enthusiasm and still arrive 
at the wrong altar. 

Abel “brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof” (Genesis 4:4). His offering 
involved the death of a substitute and the shedding of blood. Hebrews 11:4 gives the 
inspired judgment: “By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain.” 
Faith is not religious imagination or confidence in whatever offering a man prefers. Romans 
10:17 says, “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” Abel’s 
sacrifice was offered “by faith,” which means his worship answered to what God had 
revealed. Cain’s offering answered to what Cain preferred. The distinction was not between 



a sincere man and an insincere man but between faith and self-will. Abel came according 
to revelation; Cain came according to invention. God is not obligated to accept every 
package delivered to His door merely because the sender wrote “sincere” across the box. 

The LORD “had respect unto Abel and to his offering: But unto Cain and to his offering he 
had not respect” (Genesis 4:4–5). The order is revealing. God regarded the worshipper and 
his offering together. No sacrifice could purchase divine favor while the heart remained in 
rebellion, and no sincere heart could make a disobedient offering acceptable. Cain wanted 
God to respect both him and the product of his own labor without submitting to God’s 
terms. His religion carried no atheist banner; it was worship without faith, approach 
without blood, and devotion without obedience. That is the “way of Cain” condemned in 
Jude 11. False religion does not always reject God by name. It simply invents another 
means of reaching Him. It keeps the vocabulary, brings an offering, attends the ceremony, 
and quietly removes the blood. Once the blood is removed, Cain can place his vegetables 
on the altar and congratulate himself on an attractive display. 

2. The Rejected Offering and the Angry Religionist 

When God rejected Cain’s offering, “Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell” 
(Genesis 4:5). He was not grieved because he had dishonored God; he was angry because 
God had not honored him. That distinction exposes the heart of self-righteous religion. 
Repentance says, “I was wrong.” Pride says, “God was unfair.” Cain did not examine his 
offering in the light of divine revelation. He examined God in the light of his wounded ego. 
Instead of changing his worship, he changed his countenance. A fallen face advertised a 
rising rebellion. Men still pout when God refuses what they have decided He ought to 
accept. They offer morality instead of Christ, ceremony instead of conversion, works 
instead of grace, and then accuse the Bible of narrowness when it says, “Neither is there 
salvation in any other” (Acts 4:12). Pride wants Heaven, but it wants Heaven to apologize at 
the door. 

The LORD asked Cain, “Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen?” (Genesis 
4:6). Again, God was not requesting information. He was exposing the unreasonable nature 
of Cain’s anger and giving him an opportunity to turn before anger ripened into murder. God 
continued, “If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted?” (verse 7). The problem was 
correctable. Cain was not trapped by an arbitrary decree, doomed by his occupation, or 
permanently excluded because Abel happened to be God’s favorite. He could do well and 
be accepted. God pointed him back toward obedience. Yet Cain preferred to nurse 
resentment rather than correct his approach. That is the miserable arithmetic of pride: it 
would rather lose everything than admit it calculated wrongly. God opened the door of 
correction, but Cain stood outside sharpening his grievance. 



God warned him, “and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door” (Genesis 4:7). Sin was 
not sleeping harmlessly on the porch. It crouched at the threshold, ready to master the 
man who refused to master his rebellious impulse. The LORD added, “And unto thee shall 
be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him.” Cain was warned before the crime, questioned 
before the blow, and shown the way of acceptance before the judgment. He could not 
plead ignorance afterward. Temptation may arrive uninvited, but Cain furnished it a chair, 
fed it resentment, and allowed it to remain until it demanded action. James 1:14–15 
describes the progression: lust conceives, brings forth sin, and “sin, when it is finished, 
bringeth forth death.” Sin begins as a suggestion at the door and ends as a corpse in the 
field. The visitor Cain refused to dismiss eventually took possession of the house. 

3. Jealousy Ripened Into Hatred 

Cain’s anger soon found a target. He could not strike God, so he struck the man God had 
accepted. Genesis 4:8 says, “And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came to pass, 
when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him.” The 
conversation concealed the violence forming beneath it. Cain could talk like a brother 
while thinking like a murderer. The tongue supplied normality until the hand revealed the 
heart. That is why polite language is not proof of spiritual health. Judas said, “Hail, master; 
and kissed him” while delivering Christ to His enemies (Matthew 26:49). Joab took Amasa 
by the beard “to kiss him” and struck him under the fifth rib (2 Samuel 20:9–10). Sin can 
smile for the photograph while carrying a knife behind its back. The field merely gave Cain’s 
hidden hatred room to become visible. 

First John 3:12 explains why Cain murdered Abel: “And wherefore slew he him? Because his 
own works were evil, and his brother’s righteous.” Abel had not stolen Cain’s property, 
attacked his reputation, or harmed him. Abel’s offense was that his righteous obedience 
exposed Cain’s evil works. Light does not need to shout at darkness to offend it; it only 
needs to shine. The faithful believer irritates the religious hypocrite because obedience 
removes excuses. Abel proved that God could be approached acceptably, so Cain could 
not claim the standard was impossible. Instead of following Abel’s faith, Cain eliminated 
the evidence. That same spirit resents biblical preaching because the preacher’s words 
disturb the comfortable arrangement between sin and religion. When a man hates the light, 
he may spend more energy smashing the lamp than examining the darkness. Cain could 
kill Abel’s body, but he could not make Abel’s sacrifice wrong. 

Jealousy is not admiration that became slightly uncomfortable. It is resentment against 
another person’s blessing, acceptance, usefulness, or righteousness. Proverbs 27:4 asks, 
“Wrath is cruel, and anger is outrageous; but who is able to stand before envy?” Envy does 
not merely desire what another man possesses; it resents the man for possessing it. Saul 



heard women sing that David had slain ten thousands, and “Saul eyed David from that day 
and forward” (1 Samuel 18:9). The song entered Saul’s ear and came out as a javelin. 
Religious envy behaves the same way. It cannot rejoice when God uses another preacher, 
blesses another church, honors another servant, or accepts another man’s obedience. It 
pretends to defend standards while privately defending status. Envy often carries a 
measuring tape in one hand and a weapon in the other. Cain measured Abel’s acceptance 
against his own rejection and decided the brother had to go. 

4. The Field Where False Religion Showed Its Hands 

Cain “rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him.” The first physical death recorded 
after the fall was not caused by disease, old age, or accident. It was murder, and the 
murderer was a worshipper. The first corpse outside Eden lay in a field because one 
religious man hated another man’s accepted sacrifice. That fact destroys the sentimental 
claim that religion automatically improves humanity. Religion without truth merely gives 
depravity a choir robe. It can build altars, compose prayers, establish hierarchies, and 
sanctify persecution while remaining at war with God. Cain had an offering but no faith, a 
ceremony but no submission, and a brother but no love. When his religion failed to secure 
God’s approval, it produced violence against the righteous. A bloodless altar before the 
crime became a bloody field after it. When men reject God’s appointed sacrifice, they soon 
lose any sound reason to value God’s image in another man. 

Abel became the first in a long line of righteous sufferers. Jesus spoke of “righteous Abel” 
and placed his blood at the beginning of the record of persecution (Matthew 23:35). The 
Lord then addressed religious leaders who decorated the graves of prophets while 
possessing the same murderous spirit as those who killed them. False religion loves dead 
prophets because dead prophets cannot interrupt the service. It builds monuments to 
yesterday’s faithful men while silencing today’s. Christ warned His disciples, “the time 
cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service” (John 16:2). That is 
Cain’s spirit brought into a sanctuary and handed an official title. It burns Bible believers, 
imprisons preachers, murders missionaries, persecutes Jews, and attacks the righteous 
while announcing that Heaven approves. Religious vocabulary does not wash blood from 
the hands that shed it. 

The conflict continues wherever works oppose grace and human righteousness opposes 
God’s righteousness. Galatians 4:29 says, “he that was born after the flesh persecuted him 
that was born after the Spirit.” The flesh does not merely disagree with the Spirit; it 
persecutes what it cannot reproduce. Paul himself once breathed “threatenings and 
slaughter against the disciples of the Lord” (Acts 9:1) because he believed his religious zeal 
served God. Later he confessed that he had been “a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and 



injurious” (1 Timothy 1:13). Grace converted the persecutor into a preacher, proving that 
Christ can save even a man traveling Cain’s road. But until false religion bows to God’s 
righteousness, it remains hostile to the gospel. Cain’s descendants may exchange the club 
for a council decree, a prison cell, a censorship order, or a respectable smear campaign, 
but the family resemblance remains visible. 

5. “Am I My Brother’s Keeper?”—The Alibi of a Selfish Heart 

When God asked, “Where is Abel thy brother?” Cain began with a direct lie: “I know not.” He 
knew where Abel was because he had placed him there. The murderer tried to hide truth 
from the God who had watched the blow fall. Sin had made Cain morally irrational. He 
knew enough about God to bring an offering but acted as though God could not see beyond 
the surface of a field. Many sinners preserve that same convenient theology. They believe 
God notices public worship but overlooks private wickedness, hears Sunday prayers but 
misses weekday lies, sees the offering plate but not the secret transaction. Psalm 94:7 
records men saying, “The LORD shall not see, neither shall the God of Jacob regard it.” 
Verse 9 answers, “he that formed the eye, shall he not see?” A man who tries to deceive 
omniscience has appointed a fool as his attorney. 

Cain then asked, “Am I my brother’s keeper?” The question was insolent because it implied 
that Abel’s welfare was none of Cain’s responsibility. Strictly speaking, Cain had not kept 
his brother; he had killed him. He treated human relationship as an unwanted obligation 
after violating it in the worst possible way. The fallen heart still asks Cain’s question 
whenever personal convenience conflicts with another person’s welfare. Husbands 
abandon wives, parents neglect children, children dishonor parents, churches overlook 
wounded members, neighbors ignore suffering, and leaders sacrifice people to preserve 
power. Then everyone explains that another man’s ruin falls outside his department. 
Responsibility is passed around like an unwanted bill at a banquet. Scripture replies, “For 
none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself” (Romans 14:7). Human conduct 
sends consequences into lives beyond the person committing it. 

Personal responsibility cannot be erased by blaming circumstances, systems, upbringing, 
anger, jealousy, or provocation. Cain chose his offering, cherished his wrath, ignored God’s 
warning, led Abel into the field, raised his hand, and lied afterward. Each step belonged to 
Cain. Modern language often treats the sinner as a helpless spectator who happened to be 
present when his body committed an offense. Scripture is less impressed with that little 
magic trick. Romans 14:12 says, “So then every one of us shall give account of himself to 
God.” Not an account of somebody else, not a statement prepared by a public-relations 
office, and not a list of environmental explanations. God judges righteous judgment 
because He knows every influence without confusing influence with innocence. A 



circumstance may explain where temptation arose, but it cannot turn murder into 
misfortune. Cain was not Abel’s keeper in the sense of ownership, but he was accountable 
for becoming Abel’s destroyer. 

6. The Blood That Spoke From the Ground 

God answered Cain’s insolence with another question: “What hast thou done?” (Genesis 
4:10). The words forced Cain past his denial and onto the moral reality of the act. God did 
not ask what Cain intended, how angry he had felt, or what version of events he preferred. 
“What hast thou done?” Judgment concerns deeds. The LORD continued, “the voice of thy 
brother’s blood crieth unto me from the ground.” Abel’s mouth had been silenced, but his 
blood acquired a voice before God. Cain may have imagined that death ended Abel’s 
testimony. Instead, the earth itself became a witness for the prosecution. Numbers 32:23 
later warned, “be sure your sin will find you out.” Men are usually found by their sins after 
spending considerable effort believing they have buried them. The grave Cain dug for Abel 
became a pulpit from which the dead man preached against his murderer. 

Blood is never treated cheaply in Scripture because life belongs to God. Leviticus 17:11 
says, “For the life of the flesh is in the blood,” and Genesis 9:6 later establishes the 
seriousness of murder: “Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for 
in the image of God made he man.” Murder attacks a creature formed in God’s image and 
seizes authority over life that belongs to the Giver of life. Human courts may lose evidence, 
governments may protect killers, and powerful men may rewrite the official story, but no 
bloodguilt disappears from God’s record. Psalm 9:12 says, “When he maketh inquisition for 
blood, he remembereth them.” Heaven does not suffer from a short memory. Blood spilled 
in fields, streets, prisons, homes, wars, persecutions, and hidden rooms remains known to 
the Judge of all the earth. 

God sentenced Cain: “And now art thou cursed from the earth, which hath opened her 
mouth to receive thy brother’s blood from thy hand” (Genesis 4:11). Cain had been a tiller 
of the ground, but the ground he cultivated had now received evidence against him. It 
would no longer yield its strength, and Cain would become “a fugitive and a vagabond” 
(verse 12). The place of his labor became the witness of his guilt and the instrument of his 
punishment. Sin turns blessings into accusers. Cain complained, “My punishment is 
greater than I can bear” (verse 13), but expressed no recorded sorrow that Abel’s death had 
been more than Abel could bear. The murderer pitied himself. That is fallen man’s crooked 
set of scales: another man’s suffering weighs ounces, while his own consequences weigh 
tons. Cain mourned the sentence without confessing the evil that made it just. 

7. The Better Blood That Speaks From Heaven 



Hebrews 12:24 presents Jesus as “the mediator of the new covenant” and speaks of “the 
blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel.” Abel’s blood cried for 
justice against the murderer; Christ’s blood provides redemption for guilty sinners. The 
comparison does not belittle Abel’s righteous testimony. It magnifies the superior message 
and saving power of the blood shed at Calvary. Abel died because a wicked man hated his 
righteousness. Jesus Christ, the sinless Son of God, was delivered by wicked hands and 
crucified, yet His death was also God’s appointed sacrifice for sin. Acts 2:23 holds both 
truths together: Christ was delivered “by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of 
God,” and men took Him “by wicked hands.” Calvary exposed man’s murderous hatred 
while accomplishing God’s redemptive purpose. Cain’s field cried for condemnation; 
Christ’s cross announces that condemnation has been borne for those who believe. 

The blood of Christ does not excuse sin, ignore justice, or teach God to become tolerant of 
wickedness. It satisfies divine righteousness because the Substitute bore the judgment. 
Romans 3:25 says God set forth Christ “to be a propitiation through faith in his blood,” 
declaring God’s righteousness “for the remission of sins.” Ephesians 1:7 says, “In whom we 
have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins.” First John 1:7 declares, “the 
blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.” Cain brought the fruit of cursed 
ground; Christ wore the crown of thorns produced by that curse. Cain took righteous life in 
a field; Christ gave His righteous life outside the gate. Cain’s hands were stained with his 
brother’s blood; Christ’s hands were pierced to redeem His enemies. No human religion 
could have written that ending. Grace took the murderer’s weapon and forged it into a 
testimony of mercy. 

The Church Age sinner is saved by grace through faith in the finished work of Jesus Christ, 
not by offering the labor of his own hands. First Corinthians 15:3–4 declares the gospel: 
“Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he 
rose again the third day according to the scriptures.” Cain’s way says, “Look what I 
brought.” Faith says, “Look what Christ finished.” The gospel does not teach a sinner to 
improve his vegetables, decorate his altar, or compete with Abel. It commands him to 
abandon confidence in his own righteousness and trust the Saviour whose blood was shed 
for him. A saved man stands accepted “in the beloved” (Ephesians 1:6), not accepted in 
himself. The blood that condemns the unrepentant murderer and the blood that cleanses 
the believing sinner both testify that God takes sin seriously. Mercy is free to the sinner, but 
it was not cheap to the Saviour. 

Conclusion 

“Where is Abel thy brother?” remains God’s question to every man who tries to separate 
private sin from the damage it inflicts upon others. Cain’s false worship did not remain 



beside the altar. It entered his countenance, occupied his heart, walked into the field, 
struck his brother, stained the ground, and answered God with a lie. Sin travels. Pride 
becomes resentment, resentment becomes hatred, hatred becomes action, and action 
creates consequences that excuses cannot recall. A bitter thought may appear small while 
it is still in the heart, but an acorn also looks small before it becomes an oak large enough 
to build a coffin. God warned Cain at the door, yet Cain fed what he should have resisted. 
Every believer should learn the lesson before jealousy, anger, envy, and wounded pride 
begin writing a tragedy in somebody else’s blood. 

The question also tears the mask from religion that opposes God’s way of righteousness. 
Cain was not an irreligious savage attacking a worshipper from outside the service; he was 
a rejected worshipper attacking an accepted one. His spirit survives wherever men 
substitute works for grace, tradition for Scripture, ceremony for conversion, or human 
authority for the word of God, and then persecute those who refuse the counterfeit. First 
John 3:13 warns, “Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate you.” Abel’s righteousness did 
not protect him from Cain’s hand, but Cain’s hand could not cancel Abel’s testimony. 
Hebrews 11:4 says, “he being dead yet speaketh.” The righteous may be silenced on earth 
and heard in Heaven. A tyrant can stop a preacher’s breath, but he cannot stop God from 
preserving the sermon. Truth has preached beside many graves while its enemies were still 
congratulating themselves at the funeral. 

Every man must therefore abandon Cain’s altar, Cain’s envy, Cain’s violence, and Cain’s 
alibi. Stop blaming your brother, circumstances, upbringing, church, society, or God for the 
sin you chose. Admit what was done and come by the blood God accepts. Jesus Christ 
died for sinners and rose again, and the man who trusts Him passes from death unto life. 
But the man who refuses Christ remains in the way of Cain, carrying his own righteousness 
toward a judgment where it cannot answer one charge. God still asks, “Where is Abel thy 
brother?” He knows where the wounded are, where the neglected are, where the 
persecuted are, and where every body has been hidden. The blood still speaks, the books 
still record, and the Judge still hears. You may silence the witness, bury the evidence, and 
polish the alibi, but you cannot make God deaf. 

 

 

4 of 10: The Questions God Asks Men — “Is Any Thing Too Hard for the LORD?”—The 
Question That Laughs at Human Impossibility 

Genesis 18:14: “Is any thing too hard for the LORD?” 

Introduction 



“Is any thing too hard for the LORD?” is not a question seeking information; it is a challenge 
hurled against every calculation that leaves God out of the equation. The LORD asked it 
after Sarah laughed at the promise that she would bear Abraham a son. Humanly speaking, 
her laughter had plenty of evidence behind it. Abraham was nearly one hundred years old, 
Sarah was about ninety, her womb had been barren throughout marriage, and “it ceased to 
be with Sarah after the manner of women” (Genesis 18:11). Biology had closed the door, 
locked it, boarded the windows, and posted a notice declaring the building permanently 
vacant. God announced that life would come through anyway. Sarah measured the 
promise against her body and laughed because she saw no human way for it to happen. 
God answered by asking whether human impossibility had ever established a boundary 
around divine power. 

The question does not deny the reality of the impossible condition. God did not pretend 
Sarah was young, fertile, or naturally capable of bearing a child. Biblical faith is not a 
carnival act in which a man blindfolds himself, denies visible facts, and calls his refusal to 
think spirituality. Sarah’s womb was dead, Abraham’s body was as good as dead, and the 
promise was impossible according to the ordinary course of nature. Faith stared directly at 
those facts and then looked beyond them to the God who had spoken. Romans 4:19 says 
Abraham “considered not his own body now dead,” not because he was unaware of his 
age, but because his physical condition did not outrank God’s promise. Faith does not deny 
the mountain. It denies the mountain the right to tell God how high He may climb. 

Man reaches the end of his ability and writes the word “hopeless” across the situation. God 
steps over that boundary without shortening His stride. He can bring life from a barren 
womb, divide a sea, rain bread from heaven, make iron swim, preserve three Hebrews in a 
furnace, shut lions’ mouths, raise Lazarus after four days, save the chief of sinners, and call 
the dead in Christ out of their graves at the sound of a trumpet. The Bible is not a record of 
human potential assisted by religious enthusiasm. It is a revelation of divine power 
operating where human strength has failed. Man’s extremity does not exhaust God; it 
merely removes several boastful volunteers from the stage. The real question is never 
whether God possesses enough power. The question is whether man will believe what God 
has plainly promised and stop submitting Heaven’s ability to earth’s arithmetic. 

1. The Promise That Outlived Human Ability 

Genesis 18 did not introduce the promise of a son for the first time. God had called Abram 
from his country and promised, “I will make of thee a great nation” (Genesis 12:2). Later the 
LORD brought him forth abroad and said, “Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if 
thou be able to number them,” adding, “So shall thy seed be” (Genesis 15:5). Genesis 15:6 
records, “And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness.” Yet 



years passed without the promised son. Time did not cancel God’s word, but it stripped 
Abraham and Sarah of every natural reason to believe fulfillment remained possible. The 
longer the delay, the louder the flesh could argue. God often allows human resources to 
drain away until His work cannot be mistaken for man’s achievement. When every earthly 
signature has disappeared from the bottom of the miracle, God signs His name across it. 

Impatience produced the episode involving Hagar and Ishmael in Genesis 16. Sarah 
proposed a human arrangement to accomplish what God had promised, and Abraham 
“hearkened to the voice of Sarai.” The result was a son after the flesh, but Ishmael was not 
the promised seed through whom God’s covenant would be established. Human schemes 
can manufacture activity while delaying peace and producing consequences that outlive 
their inventors. The flesh hears a divine promise, glances at the calendar, and decides God 
needs administrative assistance. It begins rearranging people, lowering standards, and 
inventing shortcuts, then labels the machinery “faith.” Galatians 4:23 makes the distinction 
plain: Ishmael “was born after the flesh,” while Isaac was “by promise.” God did not need 
Abraham’s flesh to rescue His word from embarrassment. Heaven has never required a 
crisis-management committee to keep one of God’s promises alive. 

In Genesis 17, God specified that Sarah herself would bear the covenant son and that his 
name would be Isaac. Abraham laughed and asked, “Shall a child be born unto him that is 
an hundred years old?” (Genesis 17:17). Yet God replied, “Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a 
son indeed” (verse 19). The promise became more specific while the human situation 
became more impossible. God named the mother, named the son, fixed the covenant line, 
and later appointed the time. He left no opening through which human cleverness could 
crawl in and claim partial credit. Ishmael would receive a blessing and become a great 
nation, but the covenant would be established with Isaac. God’s dispensational and 
covenantal distinctions must be respected. Isaac did not become a convenient symbol for 
stealing Israel’s promises and handing them to anybody with a religious imagination. God 
said what He meant and preserved the line He named. 

2. The Laugh Behind the Tent Door 

Genesis 18 records the LORD appearing to Abraham in the plains of Mamre. Three men 
stood by him, and Abraham prepared hospitality while the visitors delivered the promise: “I 
will certainly return unto thee according to the time of life; and, lo, Sarah thy wife shall have 
a son” (verse 10). Sarah listened “in the tent door, which was behind him.” She was out of 
sight as far as ordinary human observation was concerned, but no tent flap can block 
divine knowledge. Sarah “laughed within herself” (verse 12). Her laughter was inward, 
silent, and concealed from Abraham and the visitors, yet the LORD asked, “Wherefore did 
Sarah laugh?” (verse 13). God heard a laugh that never reached human ears. The One who 



knows the hidden laughter also knows the hidden fear, resentment, unbelief, and 
resistance men carefully keep behind respectable faces. 

Sarah reasoned from natural conditions: “After I am waxed old shall I have pleasure, my 
lord being old also?” Her facts were accurate, but her conclusion was wrong because it 
omitted God. Unbelief does not always begin with false information. It often begins with 
incomplete arithmetic. Sarah counted her age, Abraham’s age, her barrenness, and the 
passing years, but she failed to place the Almighty on the other side of the equation. When 
God is omitted, the most precise calculation can produce a foolish answer. Ten spies 
examined Canaan accurately enough to see fortified cities and giants, but they forgot the 
God who had divided the Red Sea. Their report contained measurements without faith. 
Numbers can describe the wall; they cannot measure the arm of the One who intends to 
bring it down. Unbelief uses a ruler designed for men and then complains that God will not 
fit beneath it. 

When God exposed Sarah’s laughter, she denied it: “Then Sarah denied, saying, I laughed 
not; for she was afraid” (Genesis 18:15). The LORD answered, “Nay; but thou didst laugh.” 
God did not permit fear to rewrite the record. Sarah’s private unbelief was known, and her 
denial did not make it disappear. Yet the Lord’s rebuke was not the end of her story. 
Hebrews 11:11 later says, “Through faith also Sara herself received strength to conceive 
seed,” because “she judged him faithful who had promised.” The woman who laughed 
learned to judge God faithful. That is grace producing faith, not God pretending unbelief 
was acceptable. Sarah’s weakness did not defeat the promise, and her moment of doubt 
did not become the final word over her life. God corrected her, strengthened her, and 
performed exactly what He had declared. 

3. Faith Rests Upon the Faithfulness of God 

Romans 4 explains Abraham’s faith without turning it into positive thinking. Abraham did 
not believe in the power of belief, the energy of spoken words, or an invisible law of 
attraction. He believed God. Romans 4:20–21 says, “He staggered not at the promise of 
God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; And being fully persuaded 
that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform.” Faith had an object, and that 
object was the God who had spoken. The strength of Abraham’s faith did not lie in 
Abraham’s emotional intensity but in God’s ability and faithfulness. Weak faith in a strong 
bridge can carry a man across; tremendous confidence in rotten boards can drown him. 
Religious optimism places confidence in confidence. Biblical faith places confidence in 
the LORD and His revealed word. 



Faith must therefore begin with something God actually said. A man cannot invent a desire, 
attach God’s name to it, and accuse Heaven of failure when it does not appear. Abraham 
possessed a specific promise. Sarah was named as the mother, Isaac was named as the 
son, and “the time appointed” was fixed by God. Modern religious salesmen teach people 
to claim houses, money, health, promotions, and personal ambitions as though faith were 
a crowbar for prying luxuries out of Heaven. That is not faith; it is covetousness wearing a 
church tie. First John 5:14 says, “if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us.” 
Faith submits to what God has revealed. Presumption writes its own contract and demands 
God sign it. The question “Is any thing too hard for the LORD?” magnifies God’s ability; it 
does not make man’s imagination sovereign. 

The chapter also demands proper doctrinal setting. The promise concerned Abraham, 
Sarah, Isaac, and the covenant line through which the nation of Israel and ultimately Jesus 
Christ according to the flesh would come. The Church did not replace Israel in Genesis 18, 
and Sarah’s conception is not a guarantee that every Christian couple will receive a child if 
they generate sufficient faith. Hebrews 11 records saints who obtained promises, but it 
also records faithful believers who suffered, wandered, and died without receiving certain 
earthly deliverances. Faith believes what God said to whom God said it. Right division 
prevents the believer from stealing another man’s mail and then blaming the Postmaster 
because the contents do not belong to him. God’s power is unlimited, but His promises are 
precise. Faith honors both His omnipotence and His words. 

4. The God Who Makes Roads Through Impossibility 

The birth of Isaac established the answer to God’s question. Genesis 21:1 says, “And the 
LORD visited Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did unto Sarah as he had spoken.” Twice 
the verse anchors the miracle to God’s word: “as he had said” and “as he had spoken.” 
Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son “at the set time of which God had spoken to him” 
(verse 2). God was not late, and He did not improvise. The promise had an appointed hour. 
Human clocks may call a promise delayed while God’s calendar calls it scheduled. Sarah 
then said, “God hath made me to laugh” (verse 6). The laughter of unbelief in Genesis 18 
became the laughter of fulfilled promise in Genesis 21. God turned the private chuckle of 
doubt into public joy. Isaac’s very name preserved the memory that Heaven had answered 
human laughter with divine faithfulness. 

The same God later brought Israel to the Red Sea with Pharaoh’s army behind them and 
water before them. From man’s viewpoint, the situation offered three possibilities: drown, 
surrender, or die beneath Egyptian chariots. Moses said, “Fear ye not, stand still, and see 
the salvation of the LORD” (Exodus 14:13). God divided the sea and led Israel through on 
dry ground, then returned the waters upon their enemies. Egypt’s military experts would 



have considered an ocean a splendid trap until God turned it into a highway for His people 
and a graveyard for Pharaoh. The obstacle did not move out of Israel’s way; God opened a 
road through it. Faith does not always mean God removes the sea. Sometimes He makes 
the sea stand at attention while His people walk between the walls. 

In the wilderness, God rained manna from heaven, brought water from a rock, and 
preserved Israel where natural resources could not sustain a nation. Later He made the 
walls of Jericho fall, caused the sun to stand still, fed Elijah through ravens, multiplied a 
widow’s meal, and made an iron axe head swim. Second Kings 6:6 records the iron 
swimming without pausing to apologize to the laws of nature. The laws governing creation 
are not supervisors standing over the Creator; they are servants operating beneath His 
authority. Daniel’s three companions entered a furnace heated seven times hotter, yet the 
fire burned their bonds without burning their bodies. The king saw a fourth man walking 
with them. God does not always keep His servants out of the furnace, but no furnace can 
keep God out when He chooses to enter it. 

5. Life Called Out of Death 

The ministry of Jesus Christ repeatedly demonstrated that impossibility is not an obstacle 
to divine authority. He opened blind eyes, cleansed lepers, caused the lame to walk, stilled 
storms, cast out devils, and fed multitudes from five loaves and two fishes. The disciples 
looked at the crowd and asked, “Whence should we have so much bread in the wilderness, 
as to fill so great a multitude?” (Matthew 15:33). They performed inventory while Christ 
prepared supper. Man counts what is available; God determines what it can become. The 
disciples saw insufficient bread because they counted the loaves without counting the 
hands that held them. Five loaves in a boy’s possession were lunch. Five loaves in Christ’s 
hands became a meal for thousands with baskets left over. Scarcity is a serious master but 
a helpless servant when handed to the Lord. 

Lazarus presented an even harder case. By the time Jesus arrived, he had been dead four 
days, and Martha warned, “Lord, by this time he stinketh” (John 11:39). The stone, grave 
clothes, decay, and grief all testified that human help had arrived too late. Jesus said, “Said 
I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God?” (verse 
40). Then He cried, “Lazarus, come forth,” and “he that was dead came forth” (verses 43–
44). Christ did not negotiate with death or request that decomposition reverse itself. He 
called, and death released its prisoner. The voice that formed man from dust did not need 
lessons in reconstructing a body. If the Lord had not named Lazarus, every grave within 
hearing distance might have had reason to open. Death held the body, but it did not hold 
authority over the Life standing outside the tomb. 



The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the central historical triumph over death. Men crucified 
Him, sealed the sepulchre, posted a guard, and assumed a stone could hold the Prince of 
life. But Acts 2:24 says God raised Him up, “having loosed the pains of death: because it 
was not possible that he should be holden of it.” Notice where impossibility finally 
belonged. Men considered resurrection impossible; Scripture says it was impossible for 
death to hold Christ. The empty tomb turned human arithmetic upside down. First 
Corinthians 15:17 warns, “if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins.” 
Christianity does not rest upon vague inspiration but upon a crucified Saviour who bodily 
rose from the dead. The stone was not rolled away to let Christ out as though glorified flesh 
required assistance. It was moved to let witnesses see that death had already lost. 

6. The Impossible Work of Saving a Sinner 

When Jesus told His disciples how difficult it was for a rich man to enter the kingdom of 
God, they asked, “Who then can be saved?” (Matthew 19:25). Christ answered, “With men 
this is impossible; but with God all things are possible” (verse 26). Salvation is not difficult 
for man; it is impossible for man. Fallen flesh cannot erase its guilt, regenerate its spirit, 
manufacture divine righteousness, conquer death, or purchase eternal life. Religion keeps 
selling ladders to men trapped at the bottom of a pit, though none of its ladders reaches 
the top. Baptism, sacraments, morality, law-keeping, charity, church membership, and 
human merit cannot accomplish the new birth. Titus 3:5 says, “Not by works of 
righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us.” Man’s best 
works cannot perform God’s work. 

God accomplished salvation through the incarnation, atoning death, burial, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. The angel told Mary, “The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, 
and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee” (Luke 1:35). When she asked how the 
conception would occur, the answer concluded, “For with God nothing shall be 
impossible” (verse 37). The virgin birth brought the sinless Son of God into the world 
without a human father. He lived without sin, died for our sins, shed His blood, was buried, 
and rose again the third day according to the Scriptures. First Peter 2:24 says He “bare our 
sins in his own body on the tree.” Calvary was not God helping sinners improve themselves. 
It was God providing the Substitute sinners could never provide and paying the debt they 
could never pay. Grace begins where boasting receives its death certificate. 

The sinner receives salvation by trusting the finished work of Christ. Ephesians 2:8–9 
declares, “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of 
God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.” The worst sinner is not beyond the reach of 
Christ’s blood, and the most respectable sinner is not close enough to Heaven to dispense 
with it. Paul described himself as the chief of sinners, yet he “obtained mercy” (1 Timothy 



1:16). God saved the persecutor and made him a preacher. He can cleanse the murderer, 
drunkard, thief, adulterer, blasphemer, religionist, and self-righteous church member. The 
sinner’s record may be impossible for man to repair, but Colossians 2:13 says God forgives 
“all trespasses.” Calvary did not make sin insignificant. It proved sin so serious that only the 
blood of God’s Son could answer it completely. 

7. The God of the Coming Impossible 

The future of the Church rests upon another event the world considers impossible: the 
Rapture and resurrection of the dead in Christ. First Thessalonians 4:16 says, “the Lord 
himself shall descend from heaven with a shout,” and “the dead in Christ shall rise first.” 
Then living believers “shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord 
in the air” (verse 17). First Corinthians 15:52 adds, “the trumpet shall sound, and the dead 
shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.” Cemeteries, oceans, battlefields, 
fires, and centuries cannot hide one member of Christ’s body from the summons. The God 
who knows every star by name will not misplace one saved body in the resurrection. The 
undertaker may close the casket, but he does not get the last word. One trumpet will ruin 
the cemetery business in a moment. 

God will also fulfill His national promises to Israel. Romans 11:25–26 warns Gentile 
believers against conceit and declares, “blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the 
fulness of the Gentiles be come in. And so all Israel shall be saved.” Israel’s present 
unbelief does not cancel the unconditional covenants God made with the fathers. 
Replacement theology looks at human impossibility, church history, and Israel’s failures, 
then decides God must have transferred the promises to somebody more convenient. That 
doctrine solves the supposed difficulty by making God break His word. A fine cure—shoot 
the patient and announce the fever is gone. Jeremiah 31 ties Israel’s national continuance 
to the ordinances of the sun, moon, and stars. God’s faithfulness, not Israel’s merit, 
guarantees the fulfillment. The same Lord who opened Sarah’s womb can restore Israel 
and accomplish every prophetic detail exactly as written. 

Beyond the Tribulation, Second Advent, and millennial reign lies the final victory over 
death. Revelation 21:4 says, “there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, 
neither shall there be any more pain.” God will make all things new. The human race has 
never constructed a society without graves, hospitals, tears, crime, decay, and corruption. 
Every utopia designed by sinful men eventually requires fences, prisons, propaganda, and 
somebody powerful enough to silence complaints. Man cannot cure the sin in his own 
heart, much less engineer paradise for the world. Jesus Christ will return, judge His 
enemies, reign in righteousness, and ultimately bring God’s redeemed into an eternal order 



where the curse is gone. What man cannot repair, God will replace. The Bible begins with 
paradise lost through unbelief and ends with paradise secured by the faithfulness of God. 

Conclusion 

“Is any thing too hard for the LORD?” still demolishes the little fences men build around 
divine ability. Sarah’s age could not stop Him, Pharaoh’s army could not stop Him, the Red 
Sea could not stop Him, Jericho’s walls could not stop Him, Nebuchadnezzar’s furnace 
could not stop Him, Lazarus’s grave could not stop Him, and a Roman seal could not stop 
Jesus Christ from rising. Man places a period where his strength ends; God often treats it 
as a comma. That does not mean believers will receive everything they desire or escape 
every trial. It means no circumstance can prevent God from performing what He has 
promised. His power never needs exaggeration, and His word never needs rescue. The 
Christian does not stare at the obstacle and chant that it is small. He looks at God and 
remembers that the obstacle is not sovereign. 

Biblical faith must remain distinct from fleshly optimism. Faith is not denying illness, 
ignoring bills, commanding God, visualizing success, claiming Israel’s promises, or 
speaking personal desires into existence. It does not place confidence in feelings, 
formulas, or the supposed creative authority of the human tongue. Faith hears what God 
has said, understands the promise in its proper setting, and rests upon the character of the 
One who spoke. Sometimes God delivers from the furnace; sometimes He meets His 
servant inside it. Sometimes He heals; sometimes His grace is sufficient while the thorn 
remains. Sometimes He opens the prison; sometimes, as with Paul, He gives a faithful 
witness within it. Faith does not dictate the method. It trusts the Master. God is not a 
servant hired by positive thinkers to perform their ambitions. He is the LORD. 

The decisive question is whether you will believe His word. The sinner must believe the 
gospel and trust Jesus Christ rather than attempting the impossible task of saving himself. 
The believer must stop measuring divine promises with human rulers and treating present 
limitations as final verdicts. Sarah laughed, but God performed. Abraham aged, but the 
promise lived. Isaac was born “at the set time” because Heaven’s calendar had never 
slipped. The same God will keep His word concerning salvation, judgment, Israel, the 
Rapture, resurrection, Christ’s return, and eternity. Unbelief may laugh behind the tent 
door, but it will eventually watch God’s faithfulness walk into the room. When man has 
counted every obstacle, exhausted every resource, and announced that nothing more can 
be done, God’s question still stands over the wreckage of human calculation: “Is any thing 
too hard for the LORD?” 

 



5 of 10: The Questions God Asks Men — “What Is That in Thine Hand?”—The Question 
That Exposes Every Excuse for Uselessness 

Exodus 4:2: “And the LORD said unto him, What is that in thine hand? And he said, A 
rod.” 

Introduction 

God did not ask Moses what was in Pharaoh’s treasury, Egypt’s arsenal, or another man’s 
hand. He asked, “What is that in thine hand?” Moses looked down and saw a shepherd’s 
rod, a common stick worn smooth by years of ordinary work in Midian. It carried no royal 
seal, military rank, academic degree, or reputation for miraculous power. It had been used 
to guide sheep, steady tired steps, and manage the routine duties of a wilderness 
shepherd. Yet that plain rod, surrendered to God, would confront the throne of Egypt, 
become a serpent before Pharaoh, stretch over waters turned to blood, summon plagues, 
divide the Red Sea, bring water from a rock, and appear in the hand of Israel’s deliverer 
while a nation escaped bondage. Moses saw what the rod had been. God saw what it could 
become beneath divine authority. 

The question exposed more than an object; it exposed Moses’ excuses. At the burning 
bush, Moses had already asked, “Who am I?” He worried about what he would say, whether 
Israel would believe him, and how his lack of eloquence could possibly qualify him for the 
task. He later pleaded, “O my Lord, send, I pray thee, by the hand of him whom thou wilt 
send” (Exodus 4:13), which was a courteous way of saying, “Send anybody but me.” Moses 
had spent forty years in Pharaoh’s courts becoming somebody, forty years in Midian 
learning that he was nobody, and was about to spend forty years discovering what God can 
do with nobody. His résumé had shrunk to a flock, a desert, and a stick. That was exactly 
where God wanted him. Heaven does not need an impressive instrument when the hand 
controlling it is almighty. 

“What is that in thine hand?” still tears the wrapping from every excuse offered for Christian 
uselessness. Men insist they lack money, influence, opportunity, education, talent, 
equipment, confidence, connections, or a large enough audience. Meanwhile, God asks 
what He has already placed before them: a King James Bible, a voice, a testimony, a home, 
a local church, a few hours, a modest income, a particular skill, or one soul close enough 
to hear the gospel. The flesh surveys what another man possesses and concludes that 
obedience must wait until Heaven improves the inventory. But God does not demand 
another man’s rod from your hand. He demands faithfulness with your own. The issue is 
not the magnificence of the instrument but whether the instrument and the servant holding 
it have been surrendered to the LORD. 



1. The Fugitive Shepherd at the Burning Bush 

Moses had once attempted deliverance through the strength of his own arm. Exodus 2:12 
says he looked “this way and that way,” slew an Egyptian, and hid him in the sand. That 
burial became an excellent monument to human power. Moses could kill one Egyptian and 
conceal the body, but he could not deliver a nation or conceal the deed from Pharaoh. 
When his action became known, he fled into Midian and exchanged the royal environment 
of Egypt for the backside of the desert. Acts 7:25 says Moses supposed his brethren would 
understand “how that God by his hand would deliver them,” but they understood not. 
Moses had the correct burden and the wrong timing, method, and confidence. The flesh 
can run ahead of God with admirable enthusiasm and still make a graveyard where God 
intended a testimony. A man’s arm is a poor substitute for the arm of the LORD. 

Forty years later, God appeared in the burning bush and said, “I have surely seen the 
affliction of my people which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry” (Exodus 3:7). The 
deliverance began with what God had seen, heard, known, and determined. Israel’s rescue 
was not Moses’ abandoned project receiving a second round of private financing. God said, 
“I am come down to deliver them” (verse 8), and then, “Come now therefore, and I will send 
thee unto Pharaoh” (verse 10). God would accomplish the deliverance, but He would send 
Moses as His servant. That balance destroys both pride and laziness. Moses could not 
deliver Israel without God, but he was not permitted to use his weakness as an excuse for 
refusing God’s commission. Divine power does not eliminate human responsibility; it 
makes obedient service possible. 

Moses answered, “Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh?” (Exodus 3:11). The question 
sounded humble, but humility becomes unbelief when it argues with a direct command. 
God did not soothe Moses by listing his positive qualities or rebuilding his self-esteem. He 
answered, “Certainly I will be with thee” (verse 12). The solution to “Who am I?” was “I will 
be with thee.” Moses’ identity was not the controlling issue; God’s presence was. A servant 
does not need to become enormous when he is sent by an enormous God. Modern religion 
spends considerable time convincing men that they are extraordinary, while Scripture 
repeatedly shows an extraordinary God using weak men who know they are dust. Moses 
did not need a mirror to discover hidden greatness. He needed to look at the burning bush 
and believe the One speaking from it. 

2. The Rod That Had to Be Cast Down 

When Moses objected that Israel would not believe him, God asked, “What is that in thine 
hand?” Moses answered, “A rod.” The answer was accurate but incomplete. It was a rod as 
long as Moses controlled it. God then commanded, “Cast it on the ground” (Exodus 4:3). 



Before the rod could become an instrument of divine demonstration, Moses had to release 
it. Surrender is where ordinary possessions pass from self-directed use into God-directed 
usefulness. Many believers ask God to use what they refuse to cast down. They want divine 
power attached to personal control, spiritual fruit without yielded ownership, and God’s 
endorsement upon plans they have already engraved in stone. But the hand clenched 
around its own instrument cannot receive God’s direction for it. What Moses carried had to 
leave his grasp before he could see what God would make of it. 

The rod became a serpent, and “Moses fled from before it” (Exodus 4:3). The object that 
had supported him now frightened him when God revealed what it could become. The 
LORD then said, “Put forth thine hand, and take it by the tail” (verse 4). Taking a serpent by 
the tail is not the advice of an ordinary reptile handler, but Moses obeyed, “and it became a 
rod in his hand.” The lesson was not that the wood possessed magic. The same object was 
harmless, dangerous, and useful according to God’s command and control. A gift outside 
divine order may become a source of fear, pride, or destruction; surrendered beneath 
God’s authority, it can serve His purpose. The instrument never becomes independent of 
the One who gives it significance. A rod cannot boast against Pharaoh, and a preacher has 
no more reason to boast when God uses his mouth. 

Exodus 4:20 later calls it “the rod of God.” The wood had not changed species, but its 
ownership and employment had changed. What had been Moses’ shepherd’s rod was now 
identified with the work God intended to perform. That is the transformation surrender 
makes. A home becomes a place of ministry, money becomes support for the gospel, a 
voice becomes a witness, a table becomes a place of instruction, and ordinary time 
becomes eternal investment when placed beneath God’s authority. The believer need not 
despise the common because God frequently chooses common things to shame 
impressive ones. First Corinthians 1:27 says, “God hath chosen the foolish things of the 
world to confound the wise.” Heaven’s workshop contains tools the world would leave in 
the scrap pile. God enjoys proving that the power came from the Workman rather than the 
wrench. 

3. A Shepherd’s Stick Against Pharaoh’s Throne 

Moses returned to Egypt carrying the rod of God, but Pharaoh possessed an empire. Egypt 
had armies, chariots, magicians, wealth, architecture, political machinery, religious 
authority, and generations of accumulated prestige. Moses arrived as an eighty-year-old 
shepherd accompanied by his brother and carrying a stick. By visible measurement, the 
contest was ridiculous. Pharaoh commanded a superpower; Moses commanded nothing 
except what God had told him to say. But the contest was never truly between Pharaoh and 
Moses. Exodus 5:1 begins, “Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Let my people go.” Moses’ 



authority rested in the words preceding the demand. Pharaoh asked, “Who is the LORD, 
that I should obey his voice?” (verse 2). He soon received an answer written across the 
waters, dust, livestock, sky, crops, households, firstborn, and finally the Red Sea. 

The rod appeared before Pharaoh when Aaron cast it down and it became a serpent. 
Egypt’s magicians imitated the sign through their enchantments, but “Aaron’s rod 
swallowed up their rods” (Exodus 7:12). The devil can counterfeit a sign, manufacture 
religious excitement, and duplicate enough surface appearance to deceive those 
impressed by spectacle. Yet the counterfeit possesses no final authority over what God has 
ordained. Aaron did not organize a debate between reptiles; his rod simply swallowed 
theirs. Pharaoh’s magicians continued their imitations until the plague of lice, when they 
confessed, “This is the finger of God” (Exodus 8:19). Satan’s imitation has a stopping point. 
He may copy a few moves, but he cannot control the outcome. Counterfeit power always 
discovers that God owns the stage, the building, and the ground beneath the magician’s 
feet. 

The rod was stretched over the waters, the streams, the rivers, and the ponds when Egypt’s 
water became blood. It was stretched over Egypt when frogs came up, when the dust 
became lice, when thunder and hail fell, and when locusts covered the land. The stick itself 
did not carry these judgments inside its wood like a loaded weapon. God used it as an 
appointed sign accompanying His word and authority. Israel was being nationally delivered 
from Egypt under the leadership of Moses, and these signs belonged to that historical and 
covenantal setting. The Church is not instructed to wave sticks over governments and 
manufacture Mosaic plagues. Right division prevents religious foolishness from borrowing 
Moses’ equipment without Moses’ commission. The proper application is not imitation of 
the sign but obedience to the God who used it. God chooses the instrument, defines its 
purpose, and supplies the power. 

4. The Rod at the Sea and the Rock 

At the Red Sea, Israel saw Pharaoh’s army approaching and immediately accused Moses of 
bringing them into the wilderness to die. Fear turned former slaves into sudden experts on 
military strategy. Moses replied, “Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD” 
(Exodus 14:13). God then commanded, “But lift thou up thy rod, and stretch out thine hand 
over the sea, and divide it” (verse 16). The rod that once guided sheep was lifted over an 
obstacle no shepherd could move. Moses stretched out his hand, the LORD caused the sea 
to go back by a strong east wind, and Israel crossed on dry ground. Egypt’s chariots 
followed, but the road of deliverance for God’s people became a grave for their enemies. 
One rod under divine command outweighed the finest military hardware Pharaoh could 
assemble. 



The rod later struck the rock in Horeb when Israel needed water. God told Moses, “thy rod, 
wherewith thou smotest the river, take in thine hand, and go” (Exodus 17:5). The LORD 
stood before him upon the rock, Moses struck it, and water came out for the people to 
drink. First Corinthians 10:4 identifies the spiritual picture: “that Rock was Christ.” The 
smitten rock points toward Christ, who was smitten once and from whom spiritual life 
flows. Yet Numbers 20 records a later occasion when God commanded Moses to speak to 
the rock. Moses instead struck it twice and was judged for his disobedience. The rod had 
been used before, but yesterday’s instruction did not cancel today’s command. A familiar 
instrument is no substitute for fresh obedience to the written word. God’s tools do not 
authorize servants to improvise against His directions. 

That failure warns every servant against confusing usefulness with ownership of the power. 
Moses had seen God work through the rod repeatedly, and familiarity may have tempted 
him to treat the instrument as though it operated automatically. But the power never 
resided in Moses’ personality or the rod’s history. God remained sovereign. A preacher may 
have been used yesterday and still disobey today. A church may possess a faithful history 
and drift from Scripture in the present. A ministry may turn a former blessing into a 
museum piece and expect God to salute the display. The rod was useful only under God’s 
command. Past victories do not give a servant permission to strike when God has said 
speak. An old tool in a veteran hand still requires present submission. Experience becomes 
dangerous when it begins voting against revelation. 

5. God’s Toolbox of Unimpressive Instruments 

The Bible repeatedly shows God using objects too ordinary to attract human confidence. 
Shamgar “slew of the Philistines six hundred men with an ox goad” and delivered Israel 
(Judges 3:31). Samson found “a new jawbone of an ass” and used it against a thousand 
Philistines (Judges 15:15). David faced Goliath with a sling and five smooth stones while 
Saul’s armour remained behind. The giant looked at the boy and despised him, but 
Goliath’s opinion did not protect his forehead. David declared, “the battle is the LORD’S” (1 
Samuel 17:47). God did not need to make David look like Saul before using him against 
Goliath. He used the shepherd’s practiced skill, a common sling, and one well-directed 
stone. The world measures the weapon and overlooks the Warrior behind it. Heaven 
measures obedience and frequently leaves the impressive equipment sitting unused in the 
tent. 

A widow possessed only “an handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse” during 
famine (1 Kings 17:12). In her hand, it appeared to be the final meal before death. At God’s 
word, the meal and oil sustained Elijah, the widow, and her house. Another widow had “not 
any thing in the house, save a pot of oil” (2 Kings 4:2). The prophet asked what she 



possessed, and God multiplied the oil as she poured it into borrowed vessels. The oil 
stopped when the vessels ran out, not when God’s supply became exhausted. Both 
accounts began with scarcity honestly admitted and something small already present. God 
did not shame the widows for lacking wealth. He directed what remained. A small resource 
surrendered to God is greater than a warehouse guarded by unbelief. Heaven can multiply 
what faith pours out, but a sealed vessel remains impressively full of potential and 
completely useless. 

In the New Testament, a lad had five barley loaves and two small fishes. Andrew looked at 
the multitude and asked, “but what are they among so many?” (John 6:9). That question 
expressed sound arithmetic and poor theology. In the boy’s hands, the meal was 
insufficient; in Christ’s hands, it fed about five thousand men with twelve baskets of 
fragments remaining. Jesus did not need the lad’s lunch because divine power lacked raw 
material. He chose to use what was offered and demonstrated that insufficiency 
surrendered to Christ becomes abundance. The disciples saw too many people and too 
little food; Christ saw an occasion to reveal who He was. God’s work often begins where 
the committee announces that available resources make the project impossible. The 
committee counts sandwiches. Christ multiplies them. Arithmetic is useful, but it should 
not be allowed to sit in God’s chair. 

6. The Excuses of the Empty-Handed Spectator 

Many believers claim they cannot serve because they lack education. Yet Peter and John 
were recognized as “unlearned and ignorant men,” and their opponents “took knowledge of 
them, that they had been with Jesus” (Acts 4:13). That verse does not glorify laziness or 
excuse a preacher who refuses to study. Second Timothy 2:15 commands, “Study to shew 
thyself approved unto God.” But God does not require a man to possess institutional 
credentials before he can witness, pray, teach his children, serve his church, or speak 
biblical truth. Education is a useful servant and an unbearable pope. A degree may sharpen 
a tool, but it cannot supply spiritual power. Some men know enough theology to bury a 
congregation beneath terminology and not enough Bible to lead one sinner to Christ. God 
used fishermen because surrendered fishermen were available. He can also use scholars, 
provided they climb down from the throne they built out of diplomas. 

Others plead lack of money, influence, or opportunity. Mark 12 records a poor widow 
casting two mites into the treasury. Christ said she had cast in more than all the wealthy 
contributors because they gave from abundance while she gave “all that she had, even all 
her living.” The amount looked small to men, but Heaven’s accounting included sacrifice. 
Influence is measured differently as well. Andrew is rarely placed beside Peter in 
discussions of great preaching, yet Andrew brought Peter to Christ. A servant may reach 



one person who later reaches thousands. The believer waiting for a stadium may overlook 
the soul living across the street. Opportunity often arrives wearing ordinary clothes, and 
pride fails to recognize it because it expected a parade. God does not ask whether you can 
do everything. He asks whether you will do the thing placed before you. 

Comparison creates another excuse. Peter asked Jesus, “Lord, and what shall this man 
do?” Christ replied, “what is that to thee? follow thou me” (John 21:21–22). Another man’s 
calling, gift, audience, resources, and assignment are not the standard for your obedience. 
The eye cannot excuse blindness by complaining that it is not a hand, and the hand cannot 
abandon service because it lacks the foot’s position. First Corinthians 12 teaches that God 
placed the members in the body “as it hath pleased him.” Envy stares at another man’s rod 
until it drops its own. Some Christians spend years studying somebody else’s usefulness 
while their own opportunities collect dust. At the Judgment Seat of Christ, no believer will 
answer for gifts God gave another servant. He will answer for what he did with what grace 
placed in his own hand. 

7. The Bible in the Believer’s Hand 

For the believer today, the greatest visible instrument God has placed in his hand is the 
written word. Hebrews 4:12 says, “For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper 
than any twoedged sword.” Ephesians 6:17 calls it “the sword of the Spirit.” A Christian 
carrying a King James Bible possesses something more powerful than political influence, 
advertising machinery, academic applause, or religious entertainment. God’s word 
exposes sin, produces faith, defeats false doctrine, instructs the believer, equips the 
servant, and gives the gospel message by which sinners are saved. Yet many Christians 
leave the sword sheathed while complaining that the battle is difficult. A dusty Bible is an 
extraordinary weapon being treated like furniture. Moses had to lift the rod; the believer 
must open, read, believe, study, and use the Book God has preserved. 

God has also placed the gospel in the believer’s stewardship. Paul wrote, “the gospel of 
Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth” (Romans 1:16). 
First Corinthians 15:3–4 declares that Christ died for our sins, was buried, and rose again 
the third day according to the Scriptures. The Christian does not need a celebrity platform 
to tell that message. He needs a willing tongue and an open opportunity. A tract handed to 
one person, a conversation at a table, a Scripture sent to a troubled soul, or a faithful 
lesson taught to children may travel farther than the servant ever sees. The seed’s size does 
not determine the strength of the life God placed inside it. Isaiah 55:11 says God’s word 
“shall not return unto me void.” Our responsibility is not to manufacture its power but to 
deliver it faithfully. 



Spiritual gifts and opportunities differ, but every saved person has a place of service. 
Romans 12 speaks of prophecy, ministry, teaching, exhortation, giving, ruling, and showing 
mercy. First Peter 4:10 commands, “As every man hath received the gift, even so minister 
the same one to another.” The gift was received, not self-created, and it is to be ministered, 
not displayed in a glass case. God may use one believer publicly and another quietly, one 
through preaching and another through faithful support, one before crowds and another 
within a home. Visibility is not the measure of value. Foundations receive little applause, 
but buildings collapse without them. God keeps accurate records of cups of cold water, 
hidden prayers, sacrificial gifts, faithful instruction, and unnoticed obedience. Heaven’s 
ledger contains no category labeled “too small for God to notice.” 

Conclusion 

“What is that in thine hand?” strips the servant of both pride and excuse. Pride cannot 
boast because the rod is ordinary and the power belongs to God. Excuse cannot hide 
because the rod is already present and God has already spoken. Moses saw a stick 
associated with forty years of shepherding; God saw an instrument connected with forty 
years of deliverance, leadership, judgment, and provision. The difference did not lie in the 
wood. It lay in surrender, obedience, and the God who chose to use it. Pharaoh possessed 
everything the world calls impressive, yet his empire drowned while the shepherd’s rod 
remained above the water. One surrendered stick outweighed Egypt because omnipotence 
had placed it into service. God does not need gold-plated tools to perform eternal work. He 
needs servants who stop arguing about their limitations and start obeying His command. 

The question is not what you would do if you had another man’s money, audience, 
education, church, talent, position, health, schedule, or influence. That imaginary ministry 
is often a hiding place from present duty. What is in your hand now? If it is a Bible, read and 
speak it. If it is a home, govern it according to Scripture. If it is money, give honestly and 
wisely. If it is a voice, witness. If it is a skill, use it in service to others. If it is time, redeem it. 
If it is a child, teach that soul the words of God. If it is one opportunity, stop despising it 
because it did not arrive with a brass band. Zechariah 4:10 warns against despising “the 
day of small things.” Many great works begin so quietly that pride walks past them looking 
for a spotlight. 

The unsaved man must first abandon the useless instrument of personal righteousness 
and trust Jesus Christ. Salvation is “not of works” but “by grace” through faith (Ephesians 
2:8–9). Christ died for our sins, was buried, and rose again. No rod, gift, ministry, or 
sacrifice can replace His finished work. Once saved, however, the believer has no right to 
bury his usefulness beneath excuses. God may never ask him to confront Pharaoh or divide 
a sea, but He has commanded him to be faithful. The hand that appears empty may 



already be holding the very thing God intends to use. Cast it down before Him, receive it 
back under His authority, and obey what He has written. The world may laugh at the rod, 
the sling, the jawbone, the mites, the loaves, or the little Bible. Let it laugh. God has buried 
empires with less. 

 

 

6 of 10: The Questions God Asks Men — “Where Wast Thou?”—The Question That Puts 
Human Wisdom Back in the Dust 

Job 38:4: “Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? declare, if thou 
hast understanding.” 

Introduction 

For thirty-seven chapters, the book of Job contains men speaking about God, suffering, 
righteousness, judgment, creation, justice, and the mysterious operations of providence. 
Job speaks, Eliphaz answers, Bildad responds, Zophar weighs in, and the discussion travels 
in circles until Elihu enters and prepares the way for the LORD’s appearance. The speakers 
possess fragments of truth, piles of assumptions, personal experiences, accusations, 
defenses, and enough confidence to fill a theological conference. Then Job 38:1 says, 
“Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind.” When God enters the conversation, He 
does not ask permission to join the panel. He does not take an empty chair between the 
experts or distribute a résumé proving His qualifications. The Creator speaks, and every 
human opinion suddenly discovers its proper size. A whirlwind is a rather effective way of 
clearing academic fog from the room. 

The LORD begins, “Who is this that darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge?” (Job 
38:2). That question identifies the basic failure of human wisdom divorced from revelation. 
Men speak, but they do not know; they explain, but their explanations darken rather than 
illuminate. God then commands Job, “Gird up now thy loins like a man; for I will demand of 
thee, and answer thou me” (verse 3). Job had desired an audience with God, but when the 
hearing began, Job found himself on the witness stand. The first question struck at 
creation: “Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth?” God did not ask Job 
whether he had developed a theory, examined a rock, calculated an age, or reached a 
scholarly consensus. He asked whether Job had been present. Creation is an observed 
event to God and an unobserved past to man. That distinction should settle who speaks 
with authority. 



Modern man has multiplied instruments, accumulated data, explored portions of the 
creation, and mistaken the study of present processes for eyewitness knowledge of origins. 
He peers through a pinhole into the material world, constructs a story about an unobserved 
beginning, labels the story “science,” and then mocks the only eyewitness account 
available. He was not there when the foundations were laid, when the measures were 
appointed, when the cornerstone was set, when the morning stars sang together, or when 
the sea was shut up with doors. God was. The intelligent response is not to correct the 
Creator with the creature’s guesses but to let God describe His own handiwork. A 
microscope can examine what God made; it cannot travel backward and interview 
nothingness. The question remains large enough to seat every professor, philosopher, 
theologian, and scientific storyteller in the same small chair: “Where wast thou?” 

1. When the Whirlwind Took the Witness Stand 

Job’s suffering was real, severe, and not caused by the secret wickedness his friends 
repeatedly accused him of committing. Job 1 describes him as “perfect and upright, and 
one that feared God, and eschewed evil.” Behind the visible calamities stood a spiritual 
conflict unknown to Job and his companions. Satan accused Job before God, received 
limited permission to test him, and attacked his possessions, children, and body. Job’s 
friends then applied a simple formula: suffering proves wickedness; Job suffers greatly; 
therefore Job must be secretly wicked. Their arithmetic was neat, their conclusion was 
cruel, and the heavenly record proved it wrong. A tidy system becomes a meat grinder 
when men force every suffering saint through it. The friends knew enough truth about 
judgment to become dangerous when they applied it without knowledge of the actual case. 

Job defended his integrity against false accusations, but in doing so he increasingly 
demanded an explanation from God and spoke beyond his knowledge. Elihu charged that 
Job “justified himself rather than God” (Job 32:2). Job did not curse God as Satan predicted, 
and at the end the LORD said that Job had spoken of Him “the thing that is right” in contrast 
with the three friends (Job 42:7). Nevertheless, Job still required correction and humbling. 
God did not explain the heavenly contest recorded in chapters 1 and 2. Instead, He 
revealed the immeasurable distance between divine knowledge and human 
understanding. Job wanted an answer to “Why?” God answered with “Who?” Before a man 
puts Providence on trial, he should identify the One whose wisdom he proposes to 
examine. The clay may ask the Potter questions, but it should remember which one of them 
owns the wheel. 

God’s questions across Job 38–41 do not indicate that He lacks information. They expose 
that Job does. The LORD asks about the earth, sea, morning, light, snow, hail, rain, stars, 
clouds, animals, Behemoth, and Leviathan. Job cannot answer because he did not create, 



govern, feed, command, or sustain those things. The questions do not mock honest human 
limitation; they overthrow proud human presumption. There is no sin in not knowing 
everything. The sin begins when a man who knows almost nothing speaks as though God 
must answer to him. Deuteronomy 29:29 says, “The secret things belong unto the LORD 
our God: but those things which are revealed belong unto us.” Wisdom receives what God 
revealed, obeys it, and leaves God’s secrets in God’s hands. Pride breaks into the locked 
cabinet and then lectures the Owner about organization. 

2. The Witness Who Was Not There 

“Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth?” requires a location from Job 
during creation. Job could supply none because he did not exist. His absence disqualified 
him as an eyewitness. The same problem confronts every modern theory of origins 
developed by men born thousands of years after the event. Scientists may observe present 
conditions, conduct repeatable experiments, measure physical properties, and perform 
useful work within the created order. Those activities should not be confused with 
witnessing the beginning of that order. No human observer watched the first matter appear, 
the earth’s foundations laid, life begin, or the first man formed. The laboratory can test 
what occurs under present conditions; it cannot rerun creation with God removed and call 
the reconstruction history. A reenactment written by men absent from the event is still a 
story, even when the storyteller owns expensive equipment. 

Second Peter 3 describes latter-day scoffers walking after their own lusts and saying, “all 
things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation” (verse 4). Their system 
assumes present processes provide the key to the entire past. Yet verse 5 says, “For this 
they willingly are ignorant of,” and then points to God’s word, the earth standing out of the 
water and in the water, and the world that “being overflowed with water, perished” (verses 
5–6). The passage does not call them unfortunate victims of insufficient evidence. Their 
ignorance is willing. They exclude divine intervention, reject catastrophic judgment, and 
then build a history that conveniently contains neither Creator nor Judge. When the 
conclusion must eliminate God before the investigation begins, the lab coat is functioning 
as a priestly garment for unbelief. 

Man’s absence becomes even more embarrassing when he speaks dogmatically against 
the testimony of the One who was present. Genesis 1 repeatedly says, “And God said,” 
“and it was so,” and “God saw.” The chapter provides the Speaker, the command, the 
result, and the eyewitness evaluation. Exodus 20:11 confirms, “For in six days the LORD 
made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is.” God did not say He required ages 
of unguided death to produce what He later called very good. He spoke and creation 
obeyed. Psalm 33:9 states, “For he spake, and it was done; he commanded, and it stood 



fast.” Man may reject that testimony, but he cannot honestly claim the Bible is unclear. The 
issue is not lack of revelation. It is unwillingness to let God remain the final authority over 
His own creation. 

3. Foundations, Measures, and a Cornerstone 

God did not describe the earth as an accidental clump emerging from cosmic confusion. 
He said, “I laid the foundations of the earth.” Foundations indicate deliberate construction, 
ordered placement, stability, and purpose. Psalm 104:5 says God “laid the foundations of 
the earth, that it should not be removed for ever.” First Samuel 2:8 declares, “for the pillars 
of the earth are the LORD’S, and he hath set the world upon them.” Job 9:6 speaks of God 
shaking the earth “out of her place, and the pillars thereof tremble.” The Bible’s own 
architectural language is consistent: foundations are laid, pillars support, and the world is 
established. The Creator does not ask fallen scholarship to replace those words with a 
more fashionable vocabulary. When God describes a building, the tenant should think 
carefully before informing the Architect that foundations are merely poetic ignorance. 

The LORD continued, “Who hath laid the measures thereof, if thou knowest? or who hath 
stretched the line upon it?” (Job 38:5). Creation was measured. Proverbs 8:27 says, “he 
prepared the heavens” and “set a compass upon the face of the depth.” Isaiah 40:12 asks 
who “hath measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, and meted out heaven with the 
span.” The world did not stumble into proportion after countless lucky accidents. God 
appointed boundaries, distances, divisions, times, and seasons according to wisdom. 
Human engineering depends upon measurement because order does not arise from 
carelessness. Yet men will admire exactness in a pocket watch while insisting that the 
heavens declaring God’s glory are the product of mindless disorder. That is not superior 
reasoning. It is a philosophical preference wearing safety goggles. 

God asked, “Whereupon are the foundations thereof fastened? or who laid the corner 
stone thereof?” (Job 38:6). Job could not answer because the fastening preceded him. The 
question directs attention beneath the visible surface to sustaining realities beyond man’s 
observation. Hebrews 1:3 says the Son is “upholding all things by the word of his power.” 
Colossians 1:17 says, “by him all things consist.” Creation is not self-originating or self-
sustaining. Its continued order rests upon the authority of Jesus Christ, the eternal Word 
through whom all things were made. John 1:3 declares, “All things were made by him; and 
without him was not any thing made that was made.” The universe does not continue 
because matter signed a contract with itself. It continues because the Creator upholds it. 
Human wisdom studies the bricks and then announces the Builder unnecessary. God 
points to the foundation and asks who fastened it. 



4. The Morning Stars Who Saw What Man Did Not 

When God laid the earth’s cornerstone, “the morning stars sang together, and all the sons 
of God shouted for joy” (Job 38:7). Man was not present, but heavenly beings were. The 
verse places the morning stars and the sons of God together as rejoicing witnesses of 
God’s creative work. Scripture repeatedly uses stars in connection with angelic beings. 
Revelation 1:20 identifies seven stars as “the angels of the seven churches,” and Revelation 
9:1 presents a star fallen from heaven receiving a key and acting personally. The Bible is not 
embarrassed by its own language and does not need mythology to rescue it. The heavenly 
host beheld God’s workmanship and responded with singing and shouting. Creation began 
with worship because those who witnessed it recognized the glory of the Creator. 

The stars did not sing praise to themselves, congratulate matter for organizing itself, or hold 
a symposium concerning the possibility that nobody had done anything. They shouted for 
joy because God’s wisdom and power were on display. Psalm 19:1 declares, “The heavens 
declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork.” The creation is not a 
billboard advertising its independence; it is a testimony pointing beyond itself. Romans 
1:20 says God’s invisible things are “clearly seen, being understood by the things that are 
made, even his eternal power and Godhead.” Fallen man takes a declaration of divine glory 
and edits out the name at the top. Then he awards himself a degree for solving the mystery 
created by his own eraser. The stars had enough sense to sing. Man acquires education 
and sometimes loses what the stars knew from the beginning. 

Satan’s own rebellion demonstrates the danger of a creature forgetting his place. Isaiah 14 
records Lucifer saying, “I will ascend into heaven,” “I will exalt my throne,” and “I will be like 
the most High.” Ezekiel 28 describes the anointed cherub lifted up because of his beauty 
and corrupted by reason of his brightness. Created glory became the occasion for 
creaturely pride. Modern man repeats the pattern whenever he treats intellect, technology, 
or discovery as grounds for independence from God. Knowledge is not the enemy; pride is. 
The same mind that can study a cell should bow before the One who designed life. Instead, 
fallen wisdom examines one corner of creation and begins issuing corrections to Genesis. 
A janitor who discovers a light switch has not thereby become the architect of the building. 
The morning stars worshipped because true knowledge produces humility before the 
Maker. 

5. The Sea Shut Up With Doors 

God next asked Job, “Or who shut up the sea with doors, when it brake forth, as if it had 
issued out of the womb?” (Job 38:8). The waters were not independent powers negotiating 
their own boundaries. God enclosed them, clothed the sea with clouds, made thick 



darkness its swaddlingband, broke up for it His decreed place, and “set bars and doors” 
(verses 9–10). Then He said, “Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further: and here shall thy 
proud waves be stayed” (verse 11). The ocean possesses enormous force, yet it stops 
where God commands. Every wave that breaks and retreats is a liquid servant obeying an 
ancient boundary. Men may chart tides and describe present causes, but description is not 
sovereignty. The sailor can measure the sea; only God can order it to stay. 

Genesis 1 reveals that waters existed upon the face of the deep and that “the Spirit of God 
moved upon the face of the waters.” On the second day, God made “a firmament in the 
midst of the waters” and divided “the waters which were under the firmament from the 
waters which were above the firmament” (Genesis 1:6–7). God called the firmament 
Heaven. On the fourth day He placed the sun, moon, and stars “in the firmament of the 
heaven.” The Bible presents an ordered creation with waters above, waters below, and a 
firmament established by divine command. Psalm 148:4 still says, “Praise him, ye heavens 
of heavens, and ye waters that be above the heavens.” Scripture does not apologize for the 
structure it describes. Men may construct another model, but they should at least possess 
enough honesty to admit when their model contradicts the Book. 

The Flood of Noah demonstrates that those established boundaries remain subject to 
God’s judgment. Genesis 7:11 says, “the fountains of the great deep” were broken up and 
“the windows of heaven were opened.” Water came from below and above. The world that 
then was perished beneath divine judgment, exactly as Second Peter 3:6 declares. The 
same chapter warns that the present heavens and earth are reserved unto fire against the 
day of judgment. Men reject the Flood because a global judgment in the past points toward 
a global judgment in the future. Geology becomes extremely convenient when it can turn 
judgment into gradual process and remove Noah from the witness stand. But layers of dirt 
cannot overrule the written testimony of God. The earth carries scars; Scripture identifies 
the catastrophe. Human wisdom prefers millions of years because time makes a 
comfortable hiding place from a coming Judge. 

6. Science Falsely So Called 

First Timothy 6:20–21 warns against “profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of 
science falsely so called: Which some professing have erred concerning the faith.” True 
science is knowledge acquired through honest observation, testing, measurement, and 
repeatable investigation. It has produced useful medicine, engineering, agriculture, tools, 
and technology. The Bible does not condemn knowledge; it condemns false claims 
presented under knowledge’s name. When speculation about an unobserved origin is 
announced as settled fact, philosophy has borrowed science’s identification badge. No 
man observed life arise from nonlife, one kind transform into another through the imagined 



ages, or the entire created order appear without God. Those are historical claims resting 
upon assumptions about the past. Dressing an assumption in technical vocabulary does 
not convert it into an eyewitness. 

Evolutionary thinking offers man a creation without a Creator, law without a Lawgiver, 
design without a Designer, life without the Giver of life, and moral consciousness without 
an absolute moral authority. It asks the reader to believe that nothing produced everything, 
disorder authored order, nonlife generated life, and mindless processes eventually 
produced minds capable of congratulating themselves on the discovery. Then it calls 
Genesis unreasonable. That takes faith, all right, but it is faith pointed in the wrong 
direction and carrying a briefcase full of guesses. Romans 1 says men “changed the truth of 
God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator” (verse 25). 
Evolution supplies the modern creation story required by that worship. It is Genesis 
rewritten so the serpent can graduate at the top of the class. 

The theological compromiser may be worse because he claims to defend Scripture while 
surrendering its plain statements. He inserts imaginary ages into the text, stretches six 
days until they snap, treats Adam as a symbol, and allows death to reign before sin entered 
the world. Romans 5:12 says, “by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin.” 
First Corinthians 15 ties the gospel to the historical first Adam and the historical last Adam. 
If Adam’s fall dissolves into allegory, the doctrinal structure explaining Christ’s redemptive 
work is attacked at its foundation. The preacher who reshapes Genesis to gain acceptance 
from unbelieving scholarship will discover that unbelief never applauds for long. Once he 
has surrendered the first chapter, it will demand the virgin birth, miracles, blood 
atonement, resurrection, and Second Advent next. Compromise always sends another 
collection agent. 

7. The Wisdom That Returns Man to the Dust 

After God’s first series of questions, He asked, “Shall he that contendeth with the Almighty 
instruct him?” (Job 40:2). Job answered, “Behold, I am vile; what shall I answer thee? I will 
lay mine hand upon my mouth” (verses 4–5). That was progress. Job’s hand reached the 
correct place when his words had exceeded his knowledge. God did not provide Job with a 
detailed explanation of Satan’s accusation or the heavenly permission behind his 
sufferings. He gave Job a revelation of Himself sufficient to quiet the demand. The greatest 
answer to man’s confusion is not possession of every secret but knowledge of the One who 
possesses them. Faith can live without knowing why when it knows who. Pride demands 
God’s files; humility trusts God’s character. Job’s unanswered questions became smaller 
when his vision of God became larger. 



In Job 42, Job confessed, “I have uttered that I understood not; things too wonderful for me, 
which I knew not” (verse 3). He then said, “I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but 
now mine eye seeth thee,” and concluded, “Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust 
and ashes” (verses 5–6). True encounter with God does not inflate man’s opinion of 
himself. It puts him back in the dust from which he came. Proverbs 9:10 says, “The fear of 
the LORD is the beginning of wisdom.” Modern education often begins by removing God 
and then wonders why its wisdom ends in moral confusion. A compass with north erased 
may contain impressive markings, but it will not guide the traveler. Wisdom starts when 
man recognizes God as Creator, himself as creature, Scripture as authority, and obedience 
as the proper response. 

The Creator revealed in Job is also the Saviour revealed in the gospel. John 1 declares that 
all things were made by Jesus Christ, and Colossians 1 says all things were created by Him 
and for Him. The hands that laid the earth’s foundations were later pierced upon the cross. 
The Creator entered His creation, bore our sins, shed His blood, died, was buried, and rose 
again the third day. Salvation is not achieved through human wisdom, for “the world by 
wisdom knew not God” (1 Corinthians 1:21). It comes by believing the gospel of Christ. The 
scientist, professor, farmer, labourer, preacher, and child approach God on the same 
ground: guilty sinners needing grace. No degree impresses the cross, and no ignorance 
places salvation beyond reach. Human wisdom can study dust; only Christ can raise it 
from the dead. 

Conclusion 

“Where wast thou?” remains God’s answer to the arrogance that speaks confidently about 
beginnings while rejecting the Beginner. Man was absent when the earth’s foundations 
were laid, absent when the line was stretched upon it, absent when the cornerstone was 
set, absent when the morning stars sang, and absent when the sea received its doors. God 
was present because God performed the work. The honest hierarchy of testimony is 
therefore simple: the eyewitness Creator outranks the speculative creature. Instruments 
can measure present conditions, but they cannot travel backward to depose God from 
Genesis. A theory may be complicated enough to require years of study and still rest upon 
the childishly simple decision that God must not be allowed to speak. Complexity is not 
proof. A maze remains a maze even when its architect wears a white coat. 

The question also confronts believers who approach Providence with more accusation 
than humility. Job’s suffering was not imaginary, and God did not condemn him for feeling 
grief. But grief did not qualify Job to instruct the Almighty. Christians will face losses, 
illnesses, betrayals, delays, and trials whose purposes remain hidden. They may ask God 
for wisdom, pour out sorrow, and seek help in His word. Yet they must not presume that a 



missing explanation proves missing wisdom. Romans 8:28 does not say every event is 
pleasant; it says all things work together for good to them that love God and are called 
according to His purpose. The believer sees one thread from beneath the garment while 
God sees the entire pattern from above. Faith does not pretend the dark thread is bright. It 
trusts the Weaver who knows where it belongs. 

God’s question finally demands a verdict concerning authority. Will the words of the 
Creator judge human theories, or will human theories be permitted to correct the Creator? 
Will Scripture define creation, sin, judgment, salvation, Israel, the Church, prophecy, and 
eternity, or will every generation rewrite the Book according to its favorite unbelief? Job 
placed his hand upon his mouth and repented in dust and ashes. Modern man would do 
well to follow him. The earth beneath his feet was established before his theories, the stars 
above his head were singing before his institutions, and the God he disputes gave him the 
tongue used in the argument. Let God be true. When the professor has finished guessing, 
the philosopher has finished speculating, and the theologian has finished trimming the 
text, the whirlwind still asks the question none of them can answer: “Where wast thou?” 

 

 

7 of 10: The Questions God Asks Men — “What Doest Thou Here?”—The Question That 
Calls a Discouraged Servant Out of His Cave 

1 Kings 19:9: “And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged there; and, behold, the 
word of the LORD came to him, and he said unto him, What doest thou here, Elijah?” 

Introduction 

The man inside that cave was not a coward by reputation. Elijah had walked into Ahab’s 
court without an appointment, announced a drought without requesting royal approval, 
lived beside Cherith while ravens served his meals, watched a widow’s barrel and cruse 
outlast a famine, raised a dead child, confronted four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal, 
repaired the broken altar of the LORD, called fire down from Heaven, and prayed until rain 
returned to Israel. First Kings 18:17 records Ahab asking him, “Art thou he that troubleth 
Israel?” Elijah answered without blinking, “I have not troubled Israel; but thou, and thy 
father’s house.” That was not the language of a timid pulpit ornament polishing religious 
phrases for the palace. Elijah had stood alone before a corrupt king and an idolatrous 
nation because he knew whose authority stood behind him. Yet the prophet who had faced 
Ahab, Baal, and a multitude on Carmel was now lodged in a cave at Horeb. A man may 
survive a public battle and still stumble in the silence that follows it. 



Jezebel sent a messenger saying, “So let the gods do to me, and more also, if I make not thy 
life as the life of one of them by to morrow about this time” (1 Kings 19:2). When Elijah saw 
it, “he arose, and went for his life.” The prophet who had watched fire fall at his prayer now 
ran from the smoke of one woman’s threat. Scripture does not hide that contradiction, 
perfume it with flattering language, or edit the account to protect Elijah’s ministerial image. 
God records His servants honestly. The Bible’s heroes are not marble statues with polished 
halos; they are men whose strength came from God and whose weakness appeared 
whenever they looked away from Him. Elijah had not ceased to be God’s prophet, but he 
had allowed present danger to eclipse previous demonstrations of divine faithfulness. Fear 
had taken a magnifying glass to Jezebel and turned the LORD into small print. 
Discouragement is a dishonest bookkeeper: it records every threat in red ink and misplaces 
every former deliverance. 

God found Elijah beneath a juniper tree, fed him through an angel, allowed him to rest, and 
strengthened him for the journey to Horeb. The LORD dealt with the prophet’s physical 
exhaustion, but He did not baptize his despair, crown his self-pity, or convert the cave into a 
permanent retreat center. When Elijah reached Horeb, “the word of the LORD came to 
him.” God did not ask, “How may Heaven assist you in becoming more comfortable with 
your withdrawal?” He asked, “What doest thou here, Elijah?” The question confronted 
location, conduct, calling, and motive at once. Elijah had allowed fear, disappointment, 
and a distorted view of events to relocate him from the field of service. God knew why he 
had fled, where he had lodged, and what he had been rehearsing in the darkness. The 
question was not an inquiry from ignorance. It was a summons from authority. God had not 
called Elijah to decorate a cave with yesterday’s victories and tomorrow’s worries. He had 
work remaining for him to do. 

1. From Carmel’s Fire to Horeb’s Cave 

First Kings 18 presents Elijah standing upon Mount Carmel before Israel and declaring, 
“How long halt ye between two opinions? if the LORD be God, follow him: but if Baal, then 
follow him.” The people answered him not a word, but their silence did not silence Elijah. 
He challenged Baal’s prophets, mocked their powerless god, and gave them every 
opportunity to demonstrate whether Baal could answer by fire. When they cried from 
morning until noon, Elijah said, “Cry aloud: for he is a god; either he is talking, or he is 
pursuing, or he is in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and must be awaked” (1 Kings 
18:27). That is biblical sarcasm with a doctrinal blade. Elijah was not performing comedy 
for entertainment; he was exposing the absurdity of worshipping a deity who required an 
alarm clock. Baal’s prophets cut themselves until blood flowed, but fanaticism could not 



manufacture divine power. Noise is not authority, sincerity is not truth, and religious 
excitement cannot make a false god answer. 

Elijah then repaired the LORD’s altar, arranged the sacrifice, drenched it with water, and 
prayed a brief prayer grounded in God’s covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Israel. He 
asked that Israel might know that the LORD was God and that He had turned their heart 
back again. “Then the fire of the LORD fell” (1 Kings 18:38). It consumed the sacrifice, 
wood, stones, dust, and water. The people fell upon their faces and cried, “The LORD, he is 
the God; the LORD, he is the God.” The prophets of Baal were slain, and soon “the heaven 
was black with clouds and wind, and there was a great rain.” Elijah had witnessed public 
vindication, divine power, national confession, judgment upon false prophets, and the end 
of the drought. If spiritual strength could be stored like money in a bank, Elijah should have 
been wealthy enough to purchase half of Samaria. But yesterday’s victory does not 
automatically supply today’s obedience. A man must continue walking by faith after the fire 
has fallen and the crowd has gone home. 

Elijah’s collapse warns against imagining that great usefulness places a servant beyond 
vulnerability. The higher the public victory, the more dangerous the private letdown may 
become. On Carmel, Elijah had a definite command, a visible confrontation, and an 
immediate answer. After Carmel came a threat, uncertainty, fatigue, and the 
disappointment of seeing Jezebel remain unrepentant. He may have expected national 
reformation to follow the fire, but the palace still housed rebellion. When events did not 
proceed according to his expectations, discouragement began rewriting the meaning of 
everything God had done. That is how a servant can move from Carmel to a cave while still 
carrying memories of the fire. He begins measuring God’s faithfulness by immediate visible 
results rather than God’s unchanging word. Ahab’s court could not defeat Elijah, but 
Elijah’s conclusions nearly retired him. The devil does not always need to knock a servant 
down publicly if he can persuade him privately that standing accomplished nothing. 

2. The Threat That Grew Larger Than the God Who Sent Fire 

Jezebel’s message contained no new display of power. She sent words through a 
messenger, yet those words seized Elijah’s attention because fear supplied them with an 
authority they did not possess. The prophet had just proved that Baal could neither hear, 
answer, nor kindle one spark. Jezebel nevertheless swore by “the gods” who had suffered a 
crushing public humiliation. Her threat amounted to an oath taken in the name of defeated 
idols, but Elijah treated it as though Heaven had issued the decree. Fear is capable of 
promoting a paper tiger to commander-in-chief. It hears a threat and forgets the throne 
above it. Psalm 118:6 declares, “The LORD is on my side; I will not fear: what can man do 
unto me?” Man can threaten, oppose, imprison, wound, and even kill the body, but man 



cannot overthrow God, cancel His promises, or reach beyond the boundary of His 
permission. Jezebel was dangerous, but she was not sovereign. 

First Kings 19:3 says, “And when he saw that, he arose, and went for his life.” Elijah’s 
attention had moved from what God had said to what Jezebel intended. That shift explains 
many retreats. Peter walked upon the water while looking toward Christ, but “when he saw 
the wind boisterous, he was afraid” (Matthew 14:30). The wind had been present before 
Peter left the ship; it became controlling when it became the object of his attention. 
Circumstances need not change for faith to falter. A man can stand in the same place, 
possess the same Bible, serve the same God, and suddenly see everything differently 
because fear has seized the lens. Elijah did not need another demonstration that God 
could preserve him. Ravens, flour, oil, resurrection, fire, and rain had already testified. Yet 
unbelief has a remarkable ability to demand fresh evidence while throwing yesterday’s 
evidence into the rubbish bin. It eats miracles for breakfast and complains of starvation 
before noon. 

This does not mean every threat should be ignored or every precaution condemned. David 
fled Saul, Paul escaped Damascus in a basket, and Jesus withdrew when enemies sought 
to destroy Him before His appointed hour. Prudence is not cowardice, and seeking safety is 
not automatically rebellion. The issue is whether movement follows God’s direction or 
fear’s command. Elijah traveled into the wilderness, left his servant, requested death 
beneath a juniper tree, and continued to Horeb without any recorded word from God 
sending him there. His flight was not a strategic relocation in obedience; it was a retreat 
under despair. A servant may call his cave “discernment,” “rest,” “a new season,” or 
“protecting his peace,” but a religious label does not convert desertion into duty. Jonah 
paid his fare and found a ship, but convenient transportation did not make Tarshish God’s 
will. Before admiring the cave’s privacy, the servant should ask who gave him the address. 

3. The Despair That Asked God for a Funeral 

Elijah went a day’s journey into the wilderness, sat beneath a juniper tree, and requested 
“for himself that he might die” (1 Kings 19:4). He said, “It is enough; now, O LORD, take 
away my life; for I am not better than my fathers.” This was not a reasoned theological 
conclusion. It was the speech of an exhausted, disappointed man who had allowed 
present feelings to pronounce a final verdict upon his calling. Elijah declared, “It is enough,” 
but God had not said it was enough. The servant attempted to close an account the Master 
was still using. Men often announce the end because they cannot see the next page. They 
mistake inability to understand God’s course for authority to cancel it. Elijah asked to die, 
but he did not remain in Jezebel’s reach and let her answer the prayer. Even despair 



maintained enough common sense to prefer God’s hand over hers. His words were sincere, 
but sincerity does not make every conclusion sound. 

God’s immediate response is instructive. Elijah slept, and an angel touched him and said, 
“Arise and eat.” Beside him was “a cake baken on the coals, and a cruse of water at his 
head” (1 Kings 19:5–6). The LORD did not thunder condemnation at a physically spent 
servant, nor did He allow physical weakness to become Elijah’s master. He supplied food, 
water, sleep, and another meal because “the journey is too great for thee.” God knows that 
men are dust, and biblical spirituality does not require pretending the body is made of cast 
iron. A hungry, sleepless man may view the world through a cracked window. Yet the meal 
was preparation for movement, not permission to make the juniper tree his address. God’s 
compassion strengthened Elijah to face correction and renewed duty. Divine kindness is 
not an endorsement of wrong conclusions. A good father may feed a discouraged son 
before correcting him, but dinner does not erase the command waiting after dessert. 

Elijah arose and traveled “in the strength of that meat forty days and forty nights unto Horeb 
the mount of God” (1 Kings 19:8). Horeb carried sacred history. There God had appeared to 
Moses, given the law to Israel, and revealed covenant truth. Elijah may have sought the 
place associated with Israel’s beginning because he believed the nation’s covenant 
faithfulness had reached its end. But a historic holy location could not substitute for 
present obedience. Men still retreat into memories when the current battle disappoints 
them. They discuss what God did in former days, visit the monuments of past revival, quote 
departed preachers, and polish yesterday’s testimonies while neglecting today’s 
assignment. There is nothing wrong with remembering God’s works; Scripture repeatedly 
commands it. The trouble begins when memory becomes a museum in which duty is 
embalmed. Horeb was the mount of God, but even the mount of God became a hiding 
place when Elijah lodged there instead of listening for his next command. 

4. The Question That Refused to Furnish the Cave 

“And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged there.” The wording suggests more than 
momentary shelter. Elijah had settled inside. The cave offered distance from Jezebel, relief 
from public responsibility, and walls upon which discouragement could echo its favorite 
speech. Then “the word of the LORD came to him.” Stone could keep out weather, but it 
could not keep out God’s word. Psalm 139:11 says, “If I say, Surely the darkness shall cover 
me; even the night shall be light about me.” A servant may leave the congregation, abandon 
the post, silence the telephone, close the Bible, and retreat behind emotional walls, but he 
cannot move beyond the reach of the One who called him. God knows every cave by street 
address. He does not need directions, a lantern, or permission to enter. When His servant 



lodges where fear has carried him, the word of the LORD knows which darkness to invade 
and which question to ask. 

“What doest thou here, Elijah?” God used the prophet’s name. The question was not vague 
inspiration addressed to humanity in general; it was personal accountability aimed at a 
particular servant. “What” demanded an explanation of his conduct. “Doest” reminded 
him that hiding was itself an action. “Thou” removed Ahab, Jezebel, apostate Israel, and 
every other person from the witness stand. “Here” forced him to consider the distance 
between his present location and his appointed duty. “Elijah” called him by the name 
associated with the truth that “the LORD is my God.” The entire sermon consisted of five 
words and a name, yet it carried enough light to search every corner of the cave. God can 
do more with one pointed question than men can do with a conference full of slogans. The 
LORD was not lacking information; Elijah was lacking perspective. The question made the 
prophet explain himself beneath divine examination. 

God did not ask Elijah what Ahab had done, what Jezebel had threatened, or what Israel 
had forsaken. Those matters were real, but none answered the question. The danger of 
discouragement is that it makes another person’s sin the center of one’s obedience. A 
servant begins saying, “I would remain faithful if they appreciated me, supported me, 
listened to me, treated me fairly, or responded properly.” But God never promised that duty 
would be rewarded by universal applause. Noah preached without converting the world, 
Jeremiah prophesied to a rebellious nation, Paul was abandoned by companions, and 
Jesus Christ “came unto his own, and his own received him not” (John 1:11). Results belong 
to God; obedience belongs to the servant. The preacher who needs every hearer to respond 
before he can remain faithful has mistaken the congregation for his commander. God’s 
question does not ask whether others behaved properly. It asks why His servant left his 
post. 

5. The Answer That Put Elijah in the Center 

Elijah answered, “I have been very jealous for the LORD God of hosts” (1 Kings 19:10). His 
zeal was real. He had opposed Baal, defended God’s covenant, and stood when others hid. 
God did not deny that history. But Elijah’s answer soon became crowded with first-person 
language: “I have been very jealous,” “I, even I only, am left,” and “they seek my life.” 
Discouragement had arranged the universe around Elijah’s experience. Israel had sinned 
against God, but Elijah spoke as though the entire conflict had narrowed to his own 
loneliness and danger. Self-pity may begin with real wounds, but it soon appoints the 
wounded man as chief subject of every sentence. It keeps accurate records of sacrifice 
and remarkably poor records of grace. Elijah remembered what he had done for God and 



what others had done against him, but he had lost sight of what God was still doing beyond 
him. 

The prophet charged Israel accurately in several respects: “the children of Israel have 
forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword.” 
Apostasy was not imaginary. Ahab and Jezebel had sponsored Baal worship, persecuted 
the LORD’s prophets, and corrupted the northern kingdom. Discouragement is particularly 
deceptive when it builds its false conclusion from several true facts. Elijah’s mistake was 
not recognizing Israel’s wickedness; it was concluding, “I, even I only, am left.” Truthful 
premises do not guarantee a truthful verdict when something God knows has been 
excluded. A man may correctly identify ten apostates and still be wrong when he declares 
that no faithful believers remain. Discouragement counts empty pews, rebellious 
churches, false teachers, hostile officials, and compromised preachers with the precision 
of a tax auditor, then loses the ability to count one evidence of God’s continued work. Its 
arithmetic always makes the servant the last righteous man alive. 

God asked the question again in verse 13: “What doest thou here, Elijah?” Between the first 
and second asking came a divine manifestation, but Elijah repeated essentially the same 
answer. His speech had become rehearsed. Discouraged people frequently memorize their 
case until every conversation becomes another courtroom in which they prosecute 
circumstances. Ask them about God’s present mercy, and they explain yesterday’s injury. 
Point toward remaining opportunities, and they recite the names of those who failed. 
Elijah’s complaint contained facts, but he had allowed those facts to harden into a script 
that left no room for correction. The LORD did not argue with every sentence or flatter the 
eloquence of the complaint. He asked again because the central issue remained 
unanswered: What was Elijah doing there? Repeating an explanation does not make it 
obedience. A cave acquires no divine deed merely because the tenant can deliver an 
impressive speech about why he moved in. 

6. The Wind, the Earthquake, and the Still Small Voice 

God told Elijah, “Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the LORD” (1 Kings 19:11). A 
great and strong wind rent the mountains and broke rocks in pieces, “but the LORD was not 
in the wind.” After the wind came an earthquake, “but the LORD was not in the earthquake.” 
After the earthquake came a fire, “but the LORD was not in the fire.” These were 
tremendous displays, but the passage distinguishes the displays from the particular 
manner in which God addressed Elijah. The prophet had recently seen fire fall and may 
have expected Israel’s wholesale reformation to follow spectacular judgment. God 
demonstrated that He was not confined to the dramatic method Elijah had witnessed on 
Carmel. The LORD can shake mountains, divide seas, send fire, and raise storms, but He 



does not owe His servants a continuous parade of visible wonders. God’s government does 
not collapse when the meeting lacks fireworks. 

After the fire came “a still small voice.” When Elijah heard it, “he wrapped his face in his 
mantle, and went out, and stood in the entering in of the cave” (1 Kings 19:12–13). The voice 
accomplished what the wind, earthquake, and fire had not: it brought the prophet to the 
cave’s entrance. God’s word, quietly spoken, possessed the authority Elijah needed. 
Modern religion often assumes that power must be loud, crowded, theatrical, and 
professionally illuminated. It measures divine activity with decibel meters, attendance 
charts, smoke machines, and advertising budgets. Apparently, the Holy Ghost is expected 
to wait backstage until the sound engineer gives Him permission to work. Yet Scripture 
says, “Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts” (Zechariah 
4:6). The word of God does not require theatrical assistance. A still voice from God carries 
more authority than an earthquake without His message. 

The “still small voice” must not be twisted into the modern doctrine that every inward 
impression is God privately whispering new revelation. Elijah received an actual word from 
the LORD as a prophet in Israel’s Old Testament setting. The Christian now possesses the 
complete written Scriptures and is commanded to study, believe, and obey them. Second 
Timothy 3:16 says, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God,” and verse 17 declares that it 
makes the man of God “throughly furnished unto all good works.” God will not whisper into 
a believer’s imagination something that contradicts what He placed in His Book. Feelings 
change, impressions deceive, and inner voices can sound suspiciously like personal 
desires wearing religious clothing. The safe question is not, “What sensation passed 
through me?” but, “What saith the scripture?” God’s written word still brings servants out of 
caves, corrects distorted conclusions, and gives light for the next obedient step. 

7. Fresh Orders and Seven Thousand Unbowed Knees 

The LORD’s answer to Elijah’s despair was a new set of instructions: “Go, return on thy way 
to the wilderness of Damascus” (1 Kings 19:15). “Go” ended the lodging; “return” reversed 
the retreat; “thy way” placed his feet back upon a course of service. God instructed him 
concerning Hazael, Jehu, and Elisha. These appointments involved judgment upon the 
apostate house of Ahab and continuation of prophetic ministry beyond Elijah himself. The 
prophet who thought nothing remained was handed a schedule containing kings, 
judgment, succession, and future service. God’s answer to useless despair was not an 
engraved plaque honoring Elijah’s former accomplishments. It was another command. 
Yesterday’s faithfulness did not exempt him from today’s duty, and today’s discouragement 
did not erase God’s tomorrow. When the LORD has not dismissed a servant, the servant 



has no authority to retire himself. Heaven does not accept resignations signed by self-pity 
and notarized in a cave. 

God also told him, “Yet I have left me seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which have not 
bowed unto Baal” (1 Kings 19:18). Elijah said, “I only,” while God said, “seven thousand.” 
That is a considerable error in counting. The prophet knew the visible corruption but did not 
know the hidden remnant. Those seven thousand had not marched past his cave carrying 
banners, sent him encouraging letters, or appeared on Carmel to shake his hand. 
Nevertheless, God knew every unbowed knee. Romans 11:2–5 later uses Elijah’s history to 
prove that God had not cast away His people Israel and that “even so then at this present 
time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace.” The Church has not 
replaced Israel, and Elijah’s experience cannot be used to erase God’s national covenants. 
Paul’s inspired application proves the opposite: human blindness to the remnant does not 
cancel God’s knowledge or purpose concerning Israel. 

Elijah departed and found Elisha plowing with twelve yoke of oxen. He cast his mantle upon 
him, and a new stage of ministry began. The discouraged prophet who thought no future 
work remained was about to train the man who would carry on the prophetic witness with a 
double portion. Elijah’s ministry was not ending in Jezebel’s hands or inside Horeb’s cave. 
God would later take him into Heaven by a whirlwind with a chariot and horses of fire (2 
Kings 2:11). The man who requested death beneath the juniper tree never experienced an 
ordinary funeral. That is how badly despair can misread the final chapter. Elijah asked God 
to take his life because he could see no worthwhile tomorrow; God had already written a 
departure so extraordinary that Bible readers would discuss it for millennia. Never allow 
today’s darkness to edit a chapter God has not yet opened. The Author knows the ending, 
and the servant does not. 

Conclusion 

“What doest thou here?” is not a cruel question hurled at a suffering man. It is a merciful 
question that refuses to let a useful servant waste away beneath a false conclusion. God 
fed Elijah, strengthened him, confronted him, revealed Himself, corrected his arithmetic, 
renewed his commission, and provided Elisha. The LORD neither ignored the prophet’s 
weakness nor permitted weakness to dictate his future. Elijah had mistaken exhaustion for 
defeat, isolation for abandonment, Jezebel’s threat for a final sentence, and his limited 
knowledge for a complete report of God’s work. The question pulled those errors into the 
light. Discouragement had turned a cave into a courtroom, placed Providence on trial, and 
appointed Elijah as the only witness. God entered, dismissed the crooked proceedings, 
and returned His prophet to duty. A servant is safest when God’s word, rather than his 
present feelings, pronounces the verdict concerning his usefulness. 



The passage first concerns Elijah, a prophet ministering to Israel under the law during the 
wicked reign of Ahab. It must not be stripped from that setting and converted into a shallow 
promise that every discouraged Christian will receive Elijah’s office, miracles, or national 
commission. Yet its practical rebuke reaches every believer who has allowed fear, 
disappointment, bitterness, weariness, criticism, or self-pity to move him from known duty. 
A saved believer is eternally secure in Jesus Christ, sealed “unto the day of redemption” 
(Ephesians 4:30), but he can neglect prayer, abandon service, bury his gift, forsake 
fellowship, surrender his testimony, and lose reward at the Judgment Seat of Christ. Grace 
does not give him permission to furnish a cave. First Corinthians 15:58 commands 
believers to be “stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,” knowing 
that their labour is not in vain. God did not promise that every laborer would see immediate 
fruit; He promised that faithful labor in Him is not empty. 

If you are hiding where God did not place you, answer the question honestly. Do not spend 
another year blaming Jezebel, rehearsing Ahab’s corruption, counting Baal’s prophets, 
exaggerating your isolation, or explaining why former usefulness excuses present 
disobedience. Open the Book. Face what God has written. Receive necessary rest without 
turning rest into retreat, accept correction without decorating self-pity as discernment, and 
return to the duty already made plain. There may be seven thousand faithful people you 
have never met, an Elisha you have not yet trained, a king not yet anointed, a judgment not 
yet delivered, and a final chapter far different from the funeral you imagined beneath the 
juniper tree. God is not finished merely because you are tired, threatened, or unable to see 
beyond the cave’s mouth. The word of the LORD still enters dark places, calls servants by 
name, and asks the question that excuses cannot answer: “What doest thou here?” 

 

 

8 of 10: The Questions God Asks Men — “What Could Have Been Done More?”—The 
Question That Leaves the Unfruitful Without an Alibi 

Isaiah 5:4: “What could have been done more to my vineyard, that I have not done in 
it?” 

Introduction 

Isaiah 5 opens with a song, but it is not sentimental music for religious people who need 
something soft playing in the background while they ignore God. It is a courtroom 
indictment set to the language of a vineyard. The prophet declares, “My wellbeloved hath a 
vineyard in a very fruitful hill” (Isaiah 5:1). The Owner selected the ground, prepared the 
soil, protected the property, planted the choicest vine, erected a tower, and made a 



winepress. Nothing necessary was neglected. Nothing was performed carelessly. The 
vineyard received the attention of a wise, patient, and generous husbandman who 
possessed every right to expect good fruit. Yet when harvest came, “it brought forth wild 
grapes.” The failure did not result from poor ground, inferior planting, inadequate 
protection, or insufficient opportunity. Heaven had not forgotten some essential ingredient. 
The corruption appeared in the fruit, and the fruit exposed what the vineyard had become 
despite everything the Husbandman had done. 

God then calls “the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and men of Judah” to judge between Him and 
His vineyard. That is a dangerous invitation for anyone planning to accuse God. The LORD 
places His dealings in evidence and asks, “What could have been done more to my 
vineyard, that I have not done in it?” The question does not seek suggestions from 
agricultural consultants. God is not admitting uncertainty and inviting Judah to improve His 
methods. He is demonstrating that every mouth must be stopped. Israel could not charge 
the LORD with neglect, stinginess, injustice, impatience, or failure. He had redeemed the 
nation, covenanted with it, given it His law, established worship, sent prophets, supplied 
warnings, granted deliverances, and planted it in a good land. The people nevertheless 
produced rebellion, idolatry, oppression, bloodshed, and religious hypocrisy. They wanted 
God’s vineyard, rain, protection, and harvest while reserving the right to grow the devil’s 
grapes. 

The question reaches beyond Judah’s historical indictment without destroying that original 
setting. God has now given the world His Son, the blood of the cross, the written word, the 
preaching of the gospel, the witness of creation, the testimony of conscience, and 
repeated commands to repent. The sinner who refuses Christ cannot accuse Heaven of 
withholding salvation. God is not required to build another Calvary, provide another 
Saviour, write another Bible, or invent a more entertaining gospel for a generation bored 
with eternal truth. Grace has furnished what divine righteousness demands and guilty man 
desperately needs. The problem is not that God has done too little, but that man despises 
what God has done. When judgment falls, every alibi will collapse beneath this question. 
The sinner may blame heredity, environment, churches, hypocrites, preachers, 
circumstances, or God Himself, but he cannot honestly say that Heaven failed to provide a 
sufficient remedy. 

1. The Vineyard Belonged to the Wellbeloved 

Isaiah calls the Owner “my wellbeloved,” establishing that the vineyard belonged to 
another and existed for His pleasure. Israel was not a self-created nation occupying an 
independent piece of ground. God had chosen Abraham, preserved Isaac, multiplied 
Jacob’s descendants, brought them out of Egypt, carried them through the wilderness, and 



planted them in Canaan. Psalm 80:8 says, “Thou hast brought a vine out of Egypt: thou hast 
cast out the heathen, and planted it.” The nation owed its existence, deliverance, land, law, 
and preservation to the LORD. The vineyard was God’s before it was Israel’s. That order 
matters because rebellion begins when stewards behave like owners. Israel treated divine 
gifts as private property and divine patience as permission to ignore the Giver. The modern 
sinner performs the same trick. He uses God’s breath, body, mind, earth, food, and time to 
argue that the God sustaining him has no rightful claim upon him. That is theft delivering a 
lecture on personal liberty. 

God planted the vineyard “in a very fruitful hill.” He did not place Israel where obedience 
was impossible and then punish the nation for failing. Deuteronomy 8 describes “a good 
land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and depths,” containing wheat, barley, vines, fig 
trees, pomegranates, oil, honey, iron, and brass. The people would eat bread “without 
scarceness” and lack nothing. God warned that after becoming full and prosperous, their 
hearts might be lifted up and they might forget the LORD. That warning exposed the true 
danger. Barrenness would not result from poor provision but from prosperous 
forgetfulness. Blessings are excellent servants and terrible gods. A full cupboard can 
produce an empty heart when the recipient eats the gift and ignores the Giver. Israel 
wanted milk, honey, vineyards, houses, and safety, but repeatedly resented the holiness of 
the One who supplied them. The fruitless man commonly enjoys God’s goodness while 
filing complaints against God’s government. 

The vineyard’s ownership also established the Owner’s right to inspect its fruit. God was 
not trespassing when He came seeking grapes. He did not interfere with Israel’s private 
spiritual journey or violate the nation’s right to invent its own righteousness. He had planted 
Israel for His purpose and revealed what righteousness required. Leviticus 20:26 says, “And 
ye shall be holy unto me: for I the LORD am holy, and have severed you from other people, 
that ye should be mine.” Separation carried responsibility. Israel was to testify among 
idolatrous nations that the LORD alone was God and that His law was righteous. Instead, 
the people envied the heathen, copied their abominations, and eventually became worse 
than some nations they imitated. A vine does not become liberated by producing thorns. It 
merely becomes useless to the husbandman. Man’s declaration of independence from 
God is not maturity; it is a branch congratulating itself while somebody walks toward it with 
an axe. 

2. Nothing Necessary Had Been Withheld 

The wellbeloved “fenced it, and gathered out the stones thereof” (Isaiah 5:2). The fence 
marked ownership, restricted intrusion, and protected the vineyard from destructive 
animals. Gathering the stones demonstrated deliberate preparation. God did not scatter 



seed across unprepared ground and hope for the best. His care preceded His expectation. 
Israel received boundaries in the law that distinguished clean from unclean, holy from 
profane, righteous worship from idolatry, and covenant obedience from rebellion. Carnal 
people view fences as cruelty because they prefer the freedom of walking off cliffs. God’s 
commandments were not designed to deprive Israel of life but to preserve the nation from 
the filth, disease, idolatry, cruelty, and corruption of surrounding peoples. Deuteronomy 
6:24 says the LORD commanded those statutes “for our good always.” The fence was an 
act of goodness, but rebels resent every boundary that prevents them from feeding in the 
devil’s pasture. 

God “planted it with the choicest vine.” The trouble therefore could not be blamed upon 
cheap seed or careless selection. Psalm 147:19–20 says, “He sheweth his word unto 
Jacob, his statutes and his judgments unto Israel. He hath not dealt so with any nation.” 
Israel possessed privileges unknown among the Gentile kingdoms. Romans 9:4–5 later 
identifies the Israelites “to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the 
covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service of God, and the promises,” and from 
whom “as concerning the flesh Christ came.” That catalogue is not material for boasting; it 
is evidence of accountability. Greater light does not make rebellion safer. It makes rebellion 
more inexcusable. A man holding a lamp cannot reasonably blame the furniture after 
deliberately walking into it. Israel had revelation, ordinances, priesthood, sacrifices, 
prophets, promises, and divine presence. If privilege automatically produced 
righteousness, Israel should have overflowed with it. Instead, privilege revealed the 
stubbornness of the human heart. 

The Owner also “built a tower in the midst of it, and also made a winepress therein.” The 
tower provided watchfulness and protection; the winepress displayed expectation of an 
actual harvest. God was not decorating the hill. Every feature anticipated fruit. The LORD 
had placed watchmen among His people and sent prophets to warn against approaching 
judgment. Isaiah 21:6 says, “Go, set a watchman, let him declare what he seeth.” Ezekiel 
was later commissioned to hear the word at God’s mouth and warn the people. The nation 
could not say danger arrived unannounced. God’s prophets cried early, plainly, and 
repeatedly, though Israel generally treated a faithful warning as an insult. People who 
ignore a smoke alarm frequently become angry at its volume instead of thankful for its 
message. Israel persecuted the watchmen and then blamed God when the enemy crossed 
the fence. Breaking the alarm clock does not postpone sunrise, and silencing the prophet 
does not cancel judgment. 

3. Wild Grapes Exposed the Corruption Within 



The Owner “looked that it should bring forth grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes.” The 
contrast is deliberate. The vineyard produced something, but what it produced was 
corrupt, bitter, and unfit for the purpose intended. Activity is not the same as fruitfulness. 
Israel possessed ceremonies, feasts, sacrifices, prayers, songs, assemblies, and religious 
officers. Isaiah 1 shows the nation bringing multitudes of sacrifices while its hands were 
“full of blood.” God said, “Bring no more vain oblations; incense is an abomination unto 
me.” The problem was not that those ordinances had never been commanded; the problem 
was that rebellious men used outward worship to camouflage inward corruption. They kept 
the religious machinery running while righteousness lay murdered behind the building. A 
factory can make noise, employ workers, burn fuel, and fill warehouses while producing 
nothing worth purchasing. God is not impressed merely because religion has learned to 
stay busy. 

Isaiah 5:7 identifies the vineyard unmistakably: “For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is 
the house of Israel, and the men of Judah his pleasant plant.” The verse also defines the 
wild grapes: “and he looked for judgment, but behold oppression; for righteousness, but 
behold a cry.” God expected justice according to His law but found the powerful crushing 
the weak. He expected righteousness but heard the cry of those who had been wronged. 
The following woes expose covetous landowners, drunken pleasure-seekers, men dragging 
iniquity with cords, those calling evil good, the wise in their own eyes, and judges who 
justified the wicked for reward. These were not accidental bruises upon otherwise healthy 
fruit. The society had reversed God’s moral order. Evil received a new label, greed acquired 
legal papers, drunkenness became culture, and bribery put on judicial robes. Wild grapes 
often hire a public-relations department before harvest. 

The fruit revealed the root. Jesus Christ later said, “A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, 
neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit” (Matthew 7:18). External opportunity 
cannot transform a heart determined upon rebellion. God’s law was holy, just, and good, 
but Romans 8:3 explains that it was “weak through the flesh.” The weakness was not a 
defect in the law; fallen flesh could not fulfill its righteous demand. A straight ruler exposes 
a crooked line but does not possess power to straighten it. Israel’s history demonstrates 
that commandments, ceremonies, national privilege, miraculous deliverances, and earthly 
blessings cannot regenerate sinful man. The vineyard needed more than improved 
conditions because its corruption was inward. Modern reformers keep repainting the fruit 
while leaving the root untouched. They imagine better education, legislation, income, 
environment, or politics will cure sin. Those things can affect conduct, but only God can 
give life. A polished wild grape still leaves bitterness in the mouth. 

4. The Question Put God’s Dealings on Trial 



“And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem, and men of Judah, judge, I pray you, betwixt me and 
my vineyard” (Isaiah 5:3). God called the defendants to examine the evidence. What had 
the Husbandman omitted? Which necessary protection had He refused? What righteous 
warning had He failed to issue? Where had He broken His covenant while demanding that 
Israel keep hers? The question is devastating because the answer is nothing. God had been 
faithful at every point. Moses had warned Israel before the nation entered the land. Joshua 
renewed the covenant. Judges were raised when enemies oppressed them. Prophets 
confronted idolatry. Chastening came gradually, giving space for repentance. Mercies 
interrupted deserved judgments again and again. Second Chronicles 36:15 says the LORD 
sent messengers “rising up betimes, and sending; because he had compassion on his 
people.” Judgment was not God losing His temper. It was holy patience finally answering 
stubborn rebellion. 

“What could have been done more to my vineyard, that I have not done in it?” No man will 
answer that question by discovering a deficiency in God. Fallen humanity nevertheless has 
made an industry of accusing its Maker. Adam blamed “the woman whom thou gavest to be 
with me.” Cain complained that his punishment was greater than he could bear. Israel 
murmured against God in the wilderness after witnessing plagues, Passover, the Red Sea, 
and miraculous provision. The clay has spent centuries accusing the Potter of poor 
workmanship while using the Potter’s gifts to manufacture idols. Romans 9:20 answers the 
insolence directly: “Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God?” Man would 
like to place God in the witness box, cross-examine Providence, and submit a list of 
improvements. He arrives late to creation, understands almost none of it, violates its 
Maker’s law, and then applies for the position of divine supervisor. 

The question does not imply that Israel deserved grace because God had invested so 
much. It establishes that judgment was righteous after privilege had been despised. God 
said He would remove the hedge, break down the wall, lay the vineyard waste, withhold 
pruning, permit thorns and briers, and command the clouds not to rain upon it. Those 
judgments corresponded to the protections Israel had treated lightly. When men reject 
God’s fence, they eventually discover what the fence kept out. When they despise His 
cultivation, they experience the wilderness they preferred. Divine judgment is not proof that 
God failed to love righteousness; it proves that He will not eternally subsidize rebellion. A 
government that never judges evil is not compassionate toward the innocent. A 
husbandman who celebrates poisonous fruit is not loving toward those who must eat it. 
God’s patience is great, but patience is not moral indifference dressed in a robe and taught 
to smile. 

5. God Gave His Son When Man Could Not Save Himself 



Isaiah’s vineyard concerned Israel under the law, and that historical setting must remain 
intact. The Church is not Israel, has not inherited Israel’s national covenants, and does not 
become the replacement vineyard by stealing Judah’s mail. God’s promises to Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, and David have not evaporated. Romans 11:1 asks, “Hath God cast away his 
people?” and answers, “God forbid.” Israel’s unbelief brought national chastening and 
temporary blindness, but the chapter promises future restoration when “all Israel shall be 
saved” and the Deliverer comes out of Sion. Right division does not flatten every vine, flock, 
bride, body, kingdom, and nation into one religious pancake. Yet Israel’s history reveals 
universally that privilege cannot cure sin and that God remains righteous when men reject 
abundant light. The lesson applies, but the covenants must not be stolen to make the 
sermon convenient. 

The law exposed sin but could not redeem a sinner. Galatians 3:24 says, “Wherefore the 
law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.” God 
did what no sinner could do: He sent His Son. “But when the fulness of the time was come, 
God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law” (Galatians 4:4). Jesus 
Christ fulfilled the law, bore our sins, shed His blood, died, was buried, and rose again. 
First Corinthians 15:3–4 declares that gospel plainly. Calvary was not Heaven making a 
partial payment and leaving man to finish the bill with baptism, sacraments, church 
membership, good works, or endurance. Christ cried, “It is finished” (John 19:30). Religion 
keeps presenting receipts for work God never ordered, while grace points to a debt Christ 
already paid. The sinner does not need a better résumé. He needs the righteousness of 
another. 

Romans 8:32 asks, “He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how 
shall he not with him also freely give us all things?” What more could God provide for 
salvation than His beloved Son? The blood of bulls and goats could never take away sins, 
but Hebrews 10:12 says Christ “offered one sacrifice for sins for ever.” First Peter 1:18–19 
declares that redemption came not with corruptible silver and gold, “but with the precious 
blood of Christ.” God did not send an angel, reformer, philosopher, political liberator, or 
religious committee. He sent the sinless Lamb. Anyone claiming that faith in Christ requires 
added human merit has insulted both the sufficiency of the sacrifice and the honesty of the 
Saviour. Adding works to the finished cross is like offering a candle to help the sun rise. It 
contributes nothing except evidence that the person holding it does not understand the 
light already given. 

6. The Sinner Is Surrounded by Testimony 

God has not left Himself without witness. Psalm 19:1 says, “The heavens declare the glory 
of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork.” Romans 1:20 states that “the invisible 



things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen,” so men are “without excuse.” 
Creation does not preach every detail of the gospel, but it testifies unmistakably to divine 
power and Godhead. The order, provision, life, and structure surrounding man did not arise 
from nothing under the supervision of nobody. Yet fallen man would rather believe that 
everything made itself than admit that the Maker owns him. He examines creation through 
instruments built from created materials, with a mind he did not design, while standing 
upon ground he did not establish, and announces that the Creator is unnecessary. That is 
not intellectual independence. It is a borrowed mouth denying the existence of its Lender. 

God also gave conscience. Romans 2:15 says the work of the law is written in men’s hearts, 
“their conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else 
excusing one another.” Conscience is not the final authority and can be defiled, wounded, 
or seared, but its existence testifies that man recognizes moral accountability. People who 
claim there is no absolute right or wrong become converts to absolute morality the 
moment somebody steals their wallet. The relativist’s creed usually survives until his 
property, reputation, or body receives treatment he considers unfair. Then moral fog clears 
with miraculous speed. Conscience does not save, but it exposes man’s knowledge that 
his conduct requires judgment. He may drug it with pleasure, educate it into confusion, 
cauterize it through repeated sin, or bury it beneath philosophy, but silencing the witness 
does not erase the record. 

Beyond creation and conscience, God has given His written word and commanded the 
gospel to be preached. Romans 10:17 says, “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing 
by the word of God.” The Scriptures identify man’s sin, declare Christ’s finished work, and 
show exactly how salvation is received. “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved” (Acts 16:31). God does not require the sinner to climb into Heaven, descend into 
the deep, purchase forgiveness, master a theological library, or repair his past before 
coming. Salvation is “by grace” and “through faith,” “not of works, lest any man should 
boast” (Ephesians 2:8–9). The door is not hidden, the price is not charged to the sinner, and 
the invitation is not restricted to respectable people. If a man remains lost after hearing the 
gospel, the defect is not in Christ’s blood, God’s promise, or Scripture’s clarity. The wild 
grape cannot blame the winepress. 

7. Refused Grace Leaves No Alibi at Judgment 

Jesus said, “And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved 
darkness rather than light” (John 3:19). Man’s central problem is not an innocent lack of 
information but a moral love of darkness. Christ continued, “For every one that doeth evil 
hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved.” The sinner 
demands more evidence while running from the evidence already given because light 



carries authority. He may insist that he would believe if God performed a special sign, 
answered every objection, removed every hypocrite, or rearranged Providence according to 
his preferences. But Luke 16:31 says, “If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will 
they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.” Unbelief is not a hungry intellect 
waiting politely for another fact. It is a rebel heart hiring the intellect to write excuses. 

Repeated opportunity increases responsibility. Jesus said concerning cities that witnessed 
His mighty works yet refused to repent, “It shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in 
the day of judgment, than for thee” (Matthew 11:24). Judgment accounts for received light. 
The man raised under gospel preaching, surrounded by Bibles, warned by faithful 
Christians, convicted by Scripture, and repeatedly invited to trust Christ cannot stand 
beside a heathen without added accountability. Familiarity with the gospel does not equal 
salvation. A man may know every verse in the Roman Road and still travel the broad road 
because he never trusted the Saviour those verses proclaim. Living beside a bakery does 
not feed a starving man who refuses bread. Sitting beneath preaching does not convert a 
sinner who resists the truth. Hebrews 2:3 asks, “How shall we escape, if we neglect so 
great salvation?” It does not say reject violently. Neglect alone is enough to leave the sinner 
lost. 

At the Great White Throne, no successful defense will be mounted against divine justice. 
Revelation 20:12 says the dead will be “judged out of those things which were written in the 
books, according to their works.” The book of life will be opened, and “whosoever was not 
found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.” No sinner will argue that 
Christ’s sacrifice was insufficient, the gospel dishonest, or God’s judgment uninformed. 
Every secret thing will be exposed. The atheist will lose his philosophy, the religionist his 
ceremonies, the moralist his comparisons, and the procrastinator his promised tomorrow. 
Hell will contain no innocent victims of divine negligence. It will contain guilty sinners who 
stand condemned under truth and outside the Saviour God provided. The courtroom will 
not entertain speeches blaming Heaven for failing to do more. Calvary already answers the 
accusation, and the empty tomb supplies Heaven’s final exhibit. 

Conclusion 

“What could have been done more to my vineyard, that I have not done in it?” exposes the 
wild grape and vindicates the Husbandman. God selected the hill, fenced the vineyard, 
removed the stones, planted the choicest vine, built the tower, prepared the winepress, 
and patiently sought fruit. Israel’s oppression, idolatry, covetousness, drunkenness, pride, 
and moral reversal could not be charged to defective preparation. The nation’s privileges 
magnified its responsibility, and its repeated refusal established the justice of coming 
judgment. Yet Israel’s chastening does not cancel God’s unconditional promises or 



authorize the Church to steal the nation’s identity. The same chapter that records Israel’s 
unbelief must be read beside the promises of Israel’s future restoration. God remains 
faithful when men are faithless. The vineyard failed because corruption brought forth wild 
grapes, not because the Husbandman forgot how to cultivate a vine. 

The question likewise removes every charge that God has failed to provide salvation. He 
gave His Son, accepted the sacrifice, raised Christ from the dead, preserved His word, 
commissioned the preaching of the gospel, and promised eternal life to everyone who 
believes. The saved man contributes no merit to that finished provision. Salvation is not a 
partnership in which Christ supplies the cross while the sinner supplies the missing 
respectability. Grace does not need religious spare parts. The believer is saved “not 
according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace” (2 Timothy 1:9). Yet 
the grace that saves also teaches believers to deny ungodliness and live soberly, 
righteously, and godly in this present world. Ephesians 2:10 says those saved apart from 
works are “created in Christ Jesus unto good works.” Fruit does not purchase salvation, but 
salvation produces a life belonging to the One who saved it. 

Therefore, stop accusing God and answer His question. If you are unsaved, what more are 
you waiting for Him to provide? Another Christ will not come, another blood will not be 
shed, another gospel will not be written, and another road to Heaven will not be 
constructed around your pride. Repent of treating God’s mercy as though it were neglect 
and trust the Lord Jesus Christ. If you are saved but barren, stop using grace as fertilizer for 
uselessness. Abide in Christ, obey the written word, forsake known sin, serve faithfully, and 
remember that “every one of us shall give account of himself to God” (Romans 14:12). The 
Husbandman has every right to inspect what His care has cultivated. When the fence, 
stones, vine, tower, winepress, cross, blood, Book, gospel, and empty tomb have all 
testified, the unfruitful will possess no alibi. Heaven has not failed to do enough. The 
question is what you have done with everything Heaven provided. 

 

 

9 of 10: The Questions God Asks Men — “Whom Shall I Send?”—The Question That 
Separates Volunteers from Spectators 

Isaiah 6:8: “Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will 
go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me.” 

Introduction 



The call of Isaiah did not begin with a career fair, a personality survey, or a committee 
searching for somebody with polished manners and marketable talent. It began with a 
throne. “In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and 
lifted up” (Isaiah 6:1). An earthly king had died, but the King of Heaven had not abdicated, 
weakened, or called an emergency election. His train filled the temple, the seraphims 
covered their faces before Him, and Heaven rang with the cry, “Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD 
of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.” Before Isaiah heard anything about going, he 
learned something about the One who sends. A man who has not been humbled before 
God’s holiness will turn ministry into a platform for displaying himself. He may carry a Bible 
beneath his arm, but if he secretly wants the room to admire the arm carrying it, he has 
missed Isaiah 6 before reaching verse 8. 

Isaiah’s order was divine vision, personal conviction, cleansing from the altar, heavenly 
calling, and obedient commission. Modern religion often reverses the arrangement. It 
begins with ambition, adds training, photographs the candidate, prints a résumé, creates a 
brand, counts followers, and finally asks whether God has anything to do with the 
enterprise. Heaven apparently becomes a sponsor invited after the program is already 
designed. Isaiah did not see himself as a future celebrity standing above a crowd. He saw 
the Lord high and lifted up and cried, “Woe is me! for I am undone.” The sight of divine 
holiness reduced every flattering opinion Isaiah may have held about himself to ashes. He 
did not volunteer because he imagined himself superior to other men. He volunteered 
because God had exposed him, cleansed him, and allowed him to hear the question. The 
best servants do not stand tall because they think themselves worthy; they bow low 
because they know the One who called them is worthy. 

“Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” still divides the religious grandstand from the 
field of duty. Spectators discuss how the battle ought to be fought, criticize those carrying 
wounds, analyze why yesterday’s charge failed, and offer expert opinions from seats where 
no enemy has ever fired upon them. They admire missionary biographies, applaud 
courageous preaching, quote martyrs, and thank God that somebody else was available. 
Yet God’s question does not ask who appreciates the work, studies the work, funds the 
work, or critiques the work. Those things may have a proper place, but the question presses 
farther: “Who will go?” The need is not for religious tourists taking photographs beside the 
battlefield. God seeks surrendered servants willing to carry an unpopular Book, proclaim 
an exclusive Saviour, endure contradiction, labor without applause, and remain faithful 
when visible results are scarce. Isaiah did not answer for his neighbor. He said, “Here am I; 
send me.” 

1. When an Earthly Throne Became Empty 



Isaiah dates the vision “in the year that king Uzziah died.” Uzziah had reigned fifty-two years 
in Jerusalem and had been marvelously helped until he became strong. Second Chronicles 
26:16 says, “But when he was strong, his heart was lifted up to his destruction.” He invaded 
the priest’s office, attempted to burn incense, resisted correction, and was smitten with 
leprosy. The king who had enjoyed prosperity, military strength, building projects, and 
national fame died isolated as a leper. Human glory had risen, swollen, trespassed, and 
fallen. Then Isaiah saw “the Lord sitting upon a throne.” The contrast could not be sharper. 
Uzziah’s throne became vacant; God’s remained occupied. Uzziah’s strength corrupted 
him; God’s omnipotence can never corrupt His holiness. Uzziah entered where he did not 
belong; God eternally possesses His rightful place. Before sending Isaiah into an unstable 
nation, the LORD showed him the one throne no funeral could empty. 

Every servant must learn that lesson because fear frequently begins when he mistakes 
earthly upheaval for heavenly disorder. Kings die, governments change, churches 
compromise, institutions collapse, supporters depart, and nations rot from within, but 
none of those events causes the throne of God to tremble. Psalm 47:8 declares, “God 
reigneth over the heathen: God sitteth upon the throne of his holiness.” The commission 
does not rest upon favorable elections, cultural approval, financial abundance, or 
protection from wicked authorities. Paul preached beneath pagan Rome, Elijah stood 
under Ahab, Jeremiah warned Judah while Babylon approached, and John wrote Revelation 
from Patmos. God has never required civilization to behave itself before He can use a 
faithful witness. The preacher who waits for the world to approve Scripture has mistaken 
the patient for the physician. Darkness will not applaud the lamp, but the lamp was not lit 
to collect compliments from darkness. 

Isaiah also saw the Lord “high and lifted up.” That position belongs to God, not to the 
messenger. The trouble with much religious ambition is that a man wants to lift himself 
while using God’s name as the machinery. He desires the platform, title, influence, 
recognition, and authority, then calls the appetite a burden for ministry. John the Baptist 
understood the proper direction when he said of Christ, “He must increase, but I must 
decrease” (John 3:30). A servant cannot display his own greatness and Christ’s greatness in 
the same space. One will crowd out the other. God did not call men to build monuments to 
their personalities, gather disciples around private peculiarities, or make the ministry 
dependent upon their fame. The messenger is a voice; Christ is the Word. The servant is a 
finger pointing; Christ is the Lamb of God. A finger that keeps pointing at itself has ceased 
to perform the only task that made it useful. 

2. Holiness Came Before the Call 



Above the throne stood the seraphims, each having six wings. “With twain he covered his 
face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly” (Isaiah 6:2). These 
sinless heavenly beings did not swagger around the throne discussing their importance. 
They covered themselves in reverence and stood ready for service. Four wings were 
connected with humility and two with activity. Modern workers often prefer the reverse 
arrangement: six wings flapping publicly and nothing covered. They want motion without 
reverence, visibility without humility, and ministry without the fear of God. But Heaven does 
not treat divine holiness casually. The seraphims were near the throne, yet nearness 
increased their reverence rather than breeding familiarity. The closer a creature truly comes 
to God, the less impressed he becomes with himself. Pride in ministry is not evidence that 
a man has seen much of God. It is evidence that he has spent too long admiring his own 
reflection in the offering plate. 

The seraphims cried one to another, “Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts.” They did not 
cry, “Relevant, relaxed, and respectable.” Their worship centered upon what modern 
religion tries hardest to soften: the absolute holiness of God. Holiness means God is 
entirely separate from sin, pure in every attribute, righteous in every judgment, and worthy 
of unquestioned obedience. A church that emphasizes divine love while hiding divine 
holiness presents an idol with a pleasant disposition, not the God of Scripture. God’s love 
does not excuse sin; it provided the sacrifice by which sin could be righteously forgiven. The 
cross demonstrates both love and holiness because God did not wave guilt away. He laid it 
upon His Son. A shallow view of holiness produces a shallow view of sin, which produces a 
shallow gospel and fills churches with people who think salvation is God’s congratulation 
upon their potential. Isaiah saw something better and more terrible: the LORD of hosts. 

At the cry of the seraphim, “the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and 
the house was filled with smoke” (Isaiah 6:4). Heaven’s worship shook the structure. Much 
earthly worship cannot disturb a cobweb because it is designed to soothe consumers 
rather than exalt God. The question is not whether music creates an atmosphere, gives 
people chills, or persuades them to sway in dim lighting. The question is whether God is 
honored in truth. John 4:24 says, “God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship 
him in spirit and in truth.” Worship divorced from truth is religious imagination set to music. 
Isaiah’s commission arose in an atmosphere dominated by God’s holiness, not man’s 
preferences. A servant who goes without learning holiness will soon excuse the sins of his 
hearers to maintain their approval. But the man who has heard “Holy, holy, holy” knows 
that popularity is a rotten compass and applause cannot cleanse one stain. 

3. “Woe Is Me” Came Before “Send Me” 



Isaiah’s first response was not, “What an excellent opportunity for advancement.” He said, 
“Woe is me! for I am undone.” Five woes had already been pronounced in Isaiah 5 against 
covetousness, drunkenness, defiance, moral reversal, and human pride. In chapter 6 the 
prophet pronounces the next woe upon himself. The man who had exposed Judah’s sins 
now stood exposed beneath the holiness of God. That is essential preparation for faithful 
preaching. A preacher must apply the Book to his own heart before swinging it at everyone 
within reach. Otherwise, he becomes a man cleaning his neighbor’s windows while mud 
runs down his own. Isaiah did not abandon the truth he had preached against Judah, but 
the throne prevented him from imagining that correct preaching made him personally 
clean. A man may identify every doctrinal error in town and still need God’s word to search 
the secret chambers of his own heart. 

Isaiah confessed, “because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people 
of unclean lips.” He did not blame his uncleanness upon his surroundings, though his 
surroundings were corrupt. He said first, “I am a man.” Conviction becomes genuine when 
it stops speaking exclusively about society, denominations, politicians, false teachers, 
liberals, Catholics, apostates, or the rascal across the street and says, “I am undone.” 
Isaiah’s lips were especially significant because they were the instruments of his prophetic 
ministry. God touched the very place from which the message would proceed. The worker 
must never assume that usefulness in one season guarantees cleanliness in the next. A 
fountain cannot send forth sweet water and bitter without consequence. Before asking God 
to enlarge his voice, a man should ask whether that voice carries truth, pride, gossip, 
bitterness, flattery, exaggeration, or concealed hypocrisy. God does not need a louder 
unclean vessel. 

The reason for Isaiah’s collapse was plain: “for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of 
hosts.” He did not become undone by comparing himself with worse men. Compared with 
drunkards, oppressors, idolaters, and corrupt rulers, Isaiah looked respectable. Compared 
with the King, he had no platform left upon which to boast. Human comparison is the 
favorite scale of self-righteousness because a sinner can always find somebody heavier 
with scandal. Second Corinthians 10:12 says those “measuring themselves by themselves, 
and comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise.” God’s holiness destroys that 
crooked measurement. The issue is not whether you are cleaner than the culture, braver 
than another preacher, more active than another member, or sounder than another church. 
The issue is what you are before God. Self-righteousness survives by looking sideways. 
Conviction begins when a man looks up. 

4. The Altar Prepared the Messenger 



After Isaiah confessed, one of the seraphims flew to him “having a live coal in his hand, 
which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar” (Isaiah 6:6). The remedy came from 
the altar, not from Isaiah. He did not cleanse his own lips through resolution, religious 
exercise, education, or improved vocabulary. God provided what guilt required. Throughout 
Scripture the altar points toward sacrifice, and every acceptable sacrifice directs the eye 
ultimately toward Jesus Christ. Under Israel’s law, animal sacrifices dealt ceremonially 
with sin according to that covenant, but Hebrews 10:4 states, “For it is not possible that the 
blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins.” Those shadows anticipated the perfect 
offering. Christ “offered one sacrifice for sins for ever” and sat down on the right hand of 
God (Hebrews 10:12). The sinner is not cleansed because he volunteers for service. He 
must first come by the sacrifice God accepts. 

The seraphim laid the coal upon Isaiah’s mouth and said, “Lo, this hath touched thy lips; 
and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged.” God dealt specifically with what Isaiah 
confessed. The altar did not flatter him, and the coal was not comfortable. Grace is free, 
but it is never frivolous. Sin’s cleansing required sacrifice, and the living coal carried the 
altar’s testimony to the polluted lips. Modern religion wants a commission without 
confession and influence without purging. It seeks techniques for enlarging ministry while 
treating holiness as an optional course for unusually serious students. But God does not 
prepare a mouth merely by teaching it public speaking. He deals with the sin behind it. 
Eloquence can make uncleanness more efficient, just as a faster delivery truck can 
distribute poison to more neighborhoods. Before praying, “Use my lips,” a servant had 
better permit the word of God to judge what those lips have already been saying. 

The doctrinal order must remain clear. Isaiah was a prophet of Judah under the law, and his 
purging in this vision occurred within that Old Testament setting. A sinner today is saved by 
grace through faith in the finished work of Jesus Christ, not by a coal touching his mouth, 
an altar ceremony, water baptism, church service, or surrender to missionary labor. First 
Corinthians 15:3–4 declares that Christ died for our sins, was buried, and rose again. 
Ephesians 1:7 says, “In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of 
sins.” Service does not produce salvation; salvation makes acceptable service possible. 
God is not recruiting lost men to earn Heaven by religious labor. A corpse cannot volunteer 
its way into life. The sinner must receive Christ, and the saved believer must then walk in 
the good works for which he was created. The altar comes before the assignment because 
grace precedes useful labor. 

5. The Question Sought Availability, Not Celebrity 

“Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Only 
after vision, conviction, confession, and cleansing did Isaiah hear the call. God asked 



“Whom shall I send?” because the messenger would travel under divine authority. He was 
not going as an independent religious entrepreneur carrying private opinions. A sent man 
represents the One who sent him and therefore has no right to edit the message. Jeremiah 
was told, “whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak” (Jeremiah 1:7). Paul said, “For we 
preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord” (2 Corinthians 4:5). The messenger’s 
creativity must never become treason against the message. He may explain, illustrate, 
apply, warn, and plead, but he cannot improve what God has settled. A mailman may carry 
the envelope, but he is not authorized to rewrite the letter because he dislikes the tone. 

The words “who will go for us?” contain both divine authority and divine plurality. Scripture 
had already recorded God saying, “Let us make man in our image” (Genesis 1:26). The 
Bible reveals one God, yet the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost bear record in Heaven 
and “these three are one” (1 John 5:7). Isaiah did not need a theological committee to 
correct the Lord’s grammar. The God who asked the question had every right to send, and 
the servant had every reason to go. Notice also that God did not ask, “Who possesses the 
most impressive appearance, largest following, smoothest delivery, wealthiest 
connections, or most decorated résumé?” Moses had a rod, David a sling, Gideon three 
hundred men, and the disciples were dismissed as unlearned and ignorant. God is not 
short of ability. He seeks yielded vessels through whom His ability can work. The vessel that 
boasts about its own capacity has forgotten who supplies the treasure. 

Isaiah answered, “Here am I; send me.” He did not volunteer another man. He did not say, 
“There is Eliakim,” “Perhaps a younger prophet would be more suitable,” or “My schedule is 
unusually crowded until next year.” “Here am I” offered the man before knowing all the 
assignment’s details. That is surrender. Many believers say, “Lord, show me exactly where, 
explain every hardship, guarantee visible success, arrange suitable compensation, secure 
universal approval, and then I will consider becoming available.” That is not surrender; it is 
contract negotiation conducted by the servant against the Master. Romans 12:1 calls 
believers to present their bodies “a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is 
your reasonable service.” A sacrifice does not dictate which part of the altar it prefers. 
Isaiah placed himself at God’s disposal. The shortest distance between a divine call and 
faithful service is an obedient “Here am I.” 

6. Spectators Discuss the Work While Servants Do It 

Religious spectators are rarely silent. They can explain what missionaries should do, how 
pastors should preach, why evangelists fail, where churches go wrong, and which servants 
lack balance. They have never carried the burden, faced the opposition, wept over the 
people, paid the cost, or remained when everyone else departed, but distance has 
supplied them with extraordinary expertise. Nehemiah rebuilt Jerusalem’s wall while 



Sanballat and Tobiah provided commentary from the sidelines. Critics usually possess 
clean hands because they have refused to touch the work. It is easy to inspect another 
man’s plowing from beneath a shade tree. The local church does not need another row of 
judges holding scorecards while a handful of laborers carry every load. Jesus said, “The 
harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few” (Matthew 9:37). He did not say the 
advisers were few. The religious world has advisers stacked to the ceiling. 

Going does not mean every believer receives Isaiah’s prophetic office, becomes a pastor, 
or travels to a foreign country. Isaiah’s commission belonged specifically to him in Judah, 
and the Church must not manufacture Old Testament prophets by stealing his call. Yet 
every saved believer has responsibilities under grace. The risen Christ commanded the 
apostles to teach all nations, and the gospel entrusted through them continues to be 
proclaimed by the Church. Paul told the Philippians they should shine “as lights in the 
world; Holding forth the word of life” (Philippians 2:15–16). Believers possess different gifts 
and functions within the body of Christ, but none was saved to become sacred furniture. 
One may preach, another teach children, another give, another pray, another help, another 
carry the gospel across a street or an ocean. Different assignments do not create an 
excuse for universal inactivity. A hand and foot perform different work, but neither honors 
the body by pretending paralysis is a spiritual gift. 

The work requires men and women willing to carry an unpopular Book and confess an 
exclusive Saviour. Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the 
Father, but by me” (John 14:6). That message will never receive unanimous applause from a 
world devoted to manufacturing alternative roads. First Corinthians 1:18 says “the 
preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness.” The servant is not commissioned 
to make the cross appear reasonable to rebellious taste by hiding sin, blood, judgment, 
repentance, and Hell. He is commissioned to preach the truth. Women faithfully served 
Christ, assisted Paul’s ministry, taught younger women, instructed children, opened 
homes, supported gospel labor, and bore courageous witness. Men and women alike have 
opportunities to serve within God’s biblical order. Heaven’s question is not reserved for 
celebrities. It enters pulpits, pews, homes, classrooms, workplaces, kitchens, prisons, 
streets, and hospital rooms asking, “Who will go?” 

7. Faithfulness Is Not Measured by Visible Results 

Isaiah’s assignment was not followed by a promise of immediate national revival. God told 
him to speak to a people who would hear without understanding and see without 
perceiving. Isaiah asked, “Lord, how long?” The answer extended until cities were wasted, 
houses left without inhabitants, and the land desolate (Isaiah 6:11). The prophet who said, 
“Send me,” was sent into hard ground. That fact tears the prosperity brochure into small 



pieces. God did not guarantee that obedience would produce crowds, applause, 
institutional growth, financial ease, or visible success. Isaiah’s faithfulness would expose 
Judah’s hardness and vindicate God’s judgment. A preacher may deliver the right message 
to people determined upon the wrong response. Their rejection does not convert truth into 
failure. Noah’s congregation outside the ark did not survive, but Noah was faithful. 
Numbers are facts; they are not always verdicts. 

This commission is quoted in the New Testament because Israel’s rejection continued 
when Christ and the apostles confronted unbelief. It belongs to a serious doctrinal pattern 
concerning the nation, and it must not be carelessly flattened into the claim that God never 
wants hearers to understand or sinners to be saved. First Timothy 2:4 says God “will have 
all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.” Yet persistent rejection 
produces judicial consequences. Light refused does not leave a man unchanged; it 
hardens the heart that resists it. Pharaoh repeatedly hardened himself, and God judicially 
confirmed him in the course he chose. Isaiah was to preach even though the message 
would reveal that condition. The servant’s duty is not to manipulate the hearer into a 
response. He must speak faithfully and leave the increase with God. Religious 
salesmanship may manufacture decisions, but only the Holy Ghost can convict and 
regenerate. 

Even in judgment, God preserved a remnant. Isaiah 6:13 speaks of “the holy seed” as the 
substance remaining after the tree is cast down. God was not finished with Israel, and the 
Church has not replaced the nation in God’s covenants. Judgment would fall, but divine 
promises would stand. Isaiah’s labor therefore operated within a purpose larger than what 
he could immediately see. So does faithful Christian service. First Corinthians 3:6 records 
Paul saying, “I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase.” One servant may 
sow truth another will reap years later. A tract may be read after its giver has died, a child 
may remember a verse decades after the teacher is forgotten, and a sermon rejected today 
may return under conviction tomorrow. God keeps the books. The Judgment Seat of Christ 
will evaluate fidelity, not publicity. A full grandstand cannot equal one obedient servant 
standing where God sent him. 

Conclusion 

“Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” came from the throne after Isaiah had seen 
holiness, confessed uncleanness, and received cleansing from the altar. That order forever 
rebukes religious ambition. God does not need performers decorating themselves with 
ministry language. He requires servants who know that He is high, they are undone, 
cleansing comes through His provision, and the message belongs entirely to Him. Isaiah’s 
“Here am I” was not the boast of a gifted man demanding recognition. It was the surrender 



of a cleansed man placing himself at God’s disposal. The Church has suffered from too 
many people who want Isaiah’s influence without Isaiah’s vision, Isaiah’s title without 
Isaiah’s confession, and Isaiah’s commission without Isaiah’s altar. They want to be sent 
before they have ever been stopped. But a man must bow before the throne before he can 
stand faithfully before men. 

The battlefield still has more critics than laborers. Christians discuss national wickedness, 
doctrinal apostasy, broken homes, neglected children, false religion, dying churches, and 
unreached sinners, yet often wait for somebody else to act. They want courageous 
preaching provided it costs them nothing, missionary work funded from somebody else’s 
pocket, church labor performed on somebody else’s schedule, and public witness carried 
by somebody else’s voice. The grandstand remains crowded because spectators can feel 
involved without becoming inconvenienced. But Christ did not save believers to polish the 
seats while a world dies without the gospel. Salvation is entirely by grace through faith 
apart from works, yet the saved are “created in Christ Jesus unto good works” (Ephesians 
2:10). Service cannot purchase eternal life, but eternal life should produce willing service. 
Grace does not build a hammock beside the harvest. It puts gratitude on its feet. 

The question therefore demands a personal answer. Do not answer for your pastor, spouse, 
children, neighbor, or the energetic believer who already carries three people’s 
responsibilities. Stand before the Lord with an open Bible and surrendered will. You may 
not be sent to a palace, foreign field, large congregation, or visible ministry. You may be 
sent across the room, down the street, into your home, beside a hospital bed, before a 
class, behind a prison wall, or to one forgotten soul. The destination belongs to God; 
availability belongs to you. Go with the Book, preach Christ, refuse compromise, endure 
hardness, and remain faithful whether the field produces a multitude or appears barren. 
One day the spectators will leave the grandstand and every servant’s work will be tried 
before Christ. Until then, the voice of the Lord still asks, “Whom shall I send, and who will 
go for us?” Let the answer rise without conditions, applause, or delay: “Here am I; send 
me.” 

 

 

10 of 10: The Questions God Asks Men — “Whom Say Ye That I Am?”—The Question 
Upon Which Eternity Turns 

Matthew 16:15: “He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am?” 

Introduction 



Jesus Christ did not ask this question because He was uncertain about His identity or 
curious about His public reputation. He knew what the multitudes said, what the Pharisees 
whispered, what the rulers plotted, what the disciples believed, and what every heart 
concealed. The question was an examination, not an opinion poll. Christ first asked, 
“Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?” The answers were respectful: “Some say 
that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets” 
(Matthew 16:13–14). Nobody in that report called Him a fool, fraud, or devil. The people 
placed Him among Israel’s greatest prophetic figures. Yet every answer was wrong. A 
compliment can be blasphemy when it lowers the Son of God beneath His true identity. 
Calling Christ a great teacher while denying His deity is not admiration. It is unbelief 
wearing its Sunday clothes. 

Then Christ drove the question through the crowd and into the conscience of His disciples: 
“But whom say ye that I am?” The word “But” swept every borrowed opinion from the table. 
What the public believed could not answer for the disciples. What rabbis taught, rulers 
decreed, neighbors repeated, or families inherited would not serve as a substitute for 
personal conviction. Peter answered, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God” 
(Matthew 16:16). That confession identified Jesus as Israel’s promised Messiah and the 
unique Son of the living God. Christ declared that flesh and blood had not revealed it unto 
Peter, “but my Father which is in heaven.” Human speculation produced John, Elias, 
Jeremias, or another prophet. Divine revelation identified the Christ. Man’s religious 
imagination can manufacture a thousand versions of Jesus, but only God can reveal the 
true One presented in Scripture. 

Eternity turns upon this question because a man cannot be right about salvation while 
remaining wrong about the Saviour. Jesus Christ is not one option among competing 
religious personalities, a moral philosopher requiring occasional quotation, a social 
reformer, a created angel, a lesser god, a spirit brother of Lucifer, or merely another prophet 
in a long succession. He is “the Christ, the Son of the living God,” “God manifest in the 
flesh” (1 Timothy 3:16), the only Saviour, the risen Lord, the coming Judge, and the King who 
will reign upon this earth. Every cult, false religion, modernist pulpit, unbelieving scholar, 
and self-righteous sinner eventually collides with His question. A man may dodge church, 
mock preaching, collect religious theories, and hide behind family tradition, but death will 
strip the shelves bare. When all borrowed answers are removed, Christ still asks the 
individual, “Whom say ye that I am?” 

1. The World’s Respectful Answers Were Still Wrong 

The setting was “the coasts of Caesarea Philippi” when Jesus questioned His disciples 
(Matthew 16:13). His ministry had already displayed authority no mere teacher possessed. 



He had cleansed lepers, opened blind eyes, cast out devils, commanded winds, multiplied 
bread, forgiven sins, raised the dead, and taught as one having authority. The evidence did 
not point toward an ordinary religious instructor. Nevertheless, the public reduced Him to 
familiar categories. Some believed He was John the Baptist returned, perhaps because His 
preaching carried moral force. Others selected Elias because of the miracles. Some chose 
Jeremias because of His grief and rejection. Others safely filed Him among “one of the 
prophets.” Fallen man prefers a Christ he can classify because classification creates the 
illusion of control. Put Jesus into the cabinet beside other religious figures, attach a 
respectable label, and close the door before He claims the throne. 

Each popular answer contained enough truth to sound intelligent. Jesus was a preacher of 
righteousness, but He was not John. He performed signs like Elias, wept like Jeremias, and 
spoke the word of God as did the prophets, but He was infinitely more than all of them. 
John himself confessed that he was unworthy to bear Christ’s shoes. Elias was a servant; 
Jesus is the Lord whom servants obey. Jeremias delivered the word; Jesus is the Word 
made flesh. Hebrews 1:1–2 distinguishes the Son from the prophets: God “spake in time 
past unto the fathers by the prophets,” but “hath in these last days spoken unto us by his 
Son.” A man may place Christ on the highest shelf in the human library and still insult Him if 
he refuses the throne. Gold-plating a false answer does not make it true. Error spoken 
reverently remains error. 

Modern society repeats the same mistake with updated vocabulary. Jesus is praised as an 
ethical teacher, advocate for the poor, revolutionary, healer, mystic, example of love, or 
courageous martyr. Those descriptions may touch something He did, but they evade who 
He is. A moral teacher who claimed equality with God while not being God would not 
remain moral. A mere martyr whose death did not atone for sin could not save. A social 
reformer buried in Palestine would possess no power to raise the dead. Modernists trim 
away Christ’s deity, virgin birth, miracles, blood atonement, bodily resurrection, and 
Second Advent, then compliment the scraps left upon the cutting-room floor. They bow 
politely to a Jesus produced by their own unbelief. That manufactured Jesus never rebukes 
sin, judges men, or rules nations—which explains why the world finds him so agreeable. A 
cardboard lion rarely frightens anybody. 

2. The Question Demands a Personal Answer 

Christ said, “But whom say ye that I am?” He did not ask what Peter’s mother believed, 
what the synagogue taught, or which answer enjoyed the largest vote. The disciples could 
not shelter beneath Israel’s history, Abraham’s faith, Moses’ law, or their proximity to 
Christ. They had walked with Him, heard His words, witnessed His works, and now had to 
answer. Truth is objective, but receiving it is personal. God has no grandchildren in 



salvation. A man cannot enter Heaven because his parents believed the Bible, his 
grandfather preached, his wife prayed, or his children attended church. John 1:12 says, 
“But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God.” Family 
heritage can provide light, instruction, and privilege, but it cannot provide the new birth. 
Every sinner must personally receive the Saviour. 

Denominational labels cannot answer the question either. A man may call himself Baptist, 
Methodist, Presbyterian, Lutheran, Pentecostal, Catholic, non-denominational, 
evangelical, fundamentalist, or something recently invented by a marketing committee. 
The label may identify certain beliefs, but it cannot place Christ in the heart or the sinner in 
Christ. Judas belonged to the apostolic company, heard perfect preaching, witnessed 
perfect miracles, and traveled beside the perfect Saviour, yet Jesus called him “the son of 
perdition” (John 17:12). Religious association is a poor substitute for regeneration. A soup 
label pasted onto an empty can does not feed anybody, and a Christian label attached to 
an unconverted man does not produce eternal life. At judgment, God will not ask whether 
the sinner had a church vocabulary. The issue will be whether he knew the true Christ and 
trusted His finished work. 

Nor can a man hide permanently behind uncertainty. Some proudly announce that they are 
“still exploring” after years of resisting every clear answer. They treat indecision as humility 
and unbelief as intellectual patience. Yet Jesus declared, “He that is not with me is against 
me” (Matthew 12:30). Neutrality is not a spiritual country. Refusing to bow is itself a 
decision concerning the King. Pilate attempted to wash his hands while delivering Christ to 
crucifixion, but water could not rinse responsibility from the governor’s record. Agrippa 
said, “Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian” (Acts 26:28), but almost saved is 
entirely lost. A man may postpone answering aloud, but his treatment of Christ answers 
continually. Every day of rejection says, “I will not have this man to reign over me.” Silence 
does not leave the question blank; it signs the answer in invisible ink. 

3. Peter’s Confession Came by Divine Revelation 

Simon Peter answered, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” “The Christ” 
identifies Jesus as the anointed One promised throughout Israel’s Scriptures. He is the 
seed of the woman who would bruise the serpent’s head, the seed of Abraham through 
whom blessing would come, the Prophet like unto Moses, David’s greater Son, the virgin-
born Immanuel, the Child called “The mighty God,” and the King whose government will 
have no end. He did not become the Christ because Peter recognized Him. Peter 
recognized Him because He was the Christ. Truth does not depend upon the confession for 
its existence. If every mouth denied Him, Jesus would remain exactly who God declared 



Him to be. Unbelief cannot dethrone Christ any more than a blind man can extinguish the 
sun by refusing to look upward. 

Peter also called Him “the Son of the living God.” This was not the claim that Jesus was one 
son among many in the ordinary sense. The religious rulers understood the force of His 
claim. John 5:18 says they sought to kill Him because He “said also that God was his 
Father, making himself equal with God.” In John 10:30 Jesus declared, “I and my Father are 
one.” When enemies accused Him of making Himself God, He did not apologize for unclear 
wording or explain that all men were equally divine. The title expressed a unique eternal 
relationship and equality of nature. The Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Ghost 
is God, yet Scripture declares one God. The Bible does not require human philosophy to 
repair it. It requires faith to receive what God has revealed. A finite mind failing to contain 
infinity is hardly evidence that infinity has made a mistake. 

Jesus answered Peter, “Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not 
revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven” (Matthew 16:17). Peter had not 
reasoned upward from human opinion to divine truth by selecting the most flattering 
answer available. The Father revealed the Son. Matthew 11:27 says, “neither knoweth any 
man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him.” This does not 
make evidence unnecessary or excuse unbelief; it establishes that spiritual truth originates 
with God rather than fallen imagination. Man invents idols resembling himself—limited, 
manageable, tolerant of his favorite sins, and conveniently absent at judgment. Revelation 
introduces the holy God who contradicts man, commands him, exposes him, and provides 
salvation on divine terms. Flesh and blood prefer a mirror. God provides a window, and 
through it the sinner must behold Christ. 

4. The Son of God Is God Manifest in the Flesh 

First Timothy 3:16 states the matter without stuttering: “And without controversy great is 
the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh.” The verse does not say a godlike 
influence appeared, a created spirit inhabited a body, or an unusually enlightened man 
discovered divine potential. God was manifest in the flesh. John 1:1 declares, “In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” Verse 14 
says, “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us.” Bethlehem was not the 
beginning of the Son’s existence; it was His entrance into human flesh. Micah 5:2 foretold 
the Ruler born in Bethlehem “whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.” 
The cradle held a genuine infant, but the One lying within it was older than the stars He 
made. 



Jesus possessed every essential mark of deity. He existed before Abraham and said, 
“Before Abraham was, I am” (John 8:58). He forgave sins, received worship, knew men’s 
thoughts, commanded nature, raised the dead, and claimed authority to give eternal life. 
Thomas saw the risen Christ and confessed, “My Lord and my God” (John 20:28). Jesus did 
not rebuke him for blasphemy; He accepted the confession. Colossians 2:9 says of Christ, 
“For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.” Not a percentage, sample, 
reflection, or promotional portion of deity—all the fulness. The cult salesman may knock 
upon the door carrying charts and rehearsed arguments, but one plain King James Bible 
verse leaves his briefcase smoking on the porch. A created being cannot contain all the 
fulness of the Godhead. Christ can, because Christ is God. 

His full deity does not erase His genuine humanity. Jesus was born of a woman, grew, 
hungered, thirsted, slept, wept, suffered, shed blood, and died. Yet He was without sin. 
Hebrews 4:15 says He “was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.” His virgin 
birth guarded the scriptural truth that He entered humanity without descending through 
Adam’s fallen headship as ordinary men do. Matthew 1:23 applies Isaiah’s promise: 
“Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name 
Emmanuel,” meaning “God with us.” The Saviour had to be man to die and God for His 
sacrifice to possess infinite sufficiency. Deny His humanity and the cross becomes an 
illusion; deny His deity and the sacrifice becomes inadequate. Salvation rests upon the one 
Mediator who is both fully God and truly man, “the man Christ Jesus” (1 Timothy 2:5). 

5. Every Counterfeit Christ Fails the Question 

The devil does not object to people discussing Jesus provided they discuss the wrong one. 
Second Corinthians 11:4 warns of those who preach “another Jesus,” receive “another 
spirit,” and accept “another gospel.” The counterfeit may retain Christ’s name while 
removing His identity and finished work. Some cults call Him a created being, the first 
product of divine activity, or an exalted spirit creature. Others make Him one god among 
many and place Him in a supposed family relationship with Lucifer. Such teaching does not 
merely differ over a secondary detail. It presents another Jesus. The Christ who created “all 
things” cannot belong to the category of things created, for John 1:3 says, “without him was 
not any thing made that was made.” If He made everything that was made, He was not 
made. That verse closes the cult’s factory before the first counterfeit comes off the 
assembly line. 

False religions may honor Jesus as a prophet while denying that He is the Son of God who 
died for sins and rose bodily from the dead. Islam speaks respectfully of Jesus while 
denying the very identity and redemptive work necessary for salvation. Rabbinic unbelief 
rejects Him as Israel’s Messiah. Eastern religion may absorb Him as another teacher, 



avatar, or example of higher consciousness. New Age imagination turns Christ into an 
impersonal principle supposedly waiting to awaken inside every man. But the Jesus of 
Scripture did not come to remind sinners that they were secretly divine. He came because 
they were “dead in trespasses and sins” (Ephesians 2:1). He did not point toward one path 
among many. He said, “I am the way.” False religion compliments Christ precisely until He 
claims exclusive authority; then the compliments end and the knives appear. 

Modernist churches counterfeit Christ more politely. They keep His name on the sign, 
quote selected sayings about love, admire His courage, and avoid anything involving blood, 
wrath, Hell, miracles, resurrection, or judgment. Their Jesus never called religious leaders 
serpents, never warned of everlasting fire, never demanded repentance, and certainly 
would never interfere with fashionable sins. He has been house-trained by unbelieving 
theologians and taught not to disturb important donors. But a Christ revised to suit the age 
cannot save the age. Paul warned of men “having a form of godliness, but denying the 
power thereof” (2 Timothy 3:5). A stained-glass counterfeit is still counterfeit. The real 
Christ overturns human pride, exposes self-righteousness, demands faith, condemns 
unbelief, and will return with power. If the Jesus preached from the pulpit never contradicts 
the world, the world probably helped write the sermon. 

6. The True Christ Is the Only Saviour 

Knowing Christ’s identity is necessary, but merely repeating correct words does not 
constitute saving faith. Devils recognized Jesus and confessed, “I know thee who thou art, 
the Holy One of God” (Mark 1:24), yet devils are not redeemed. Peter’s confession in 
Matthew 16 was true, but at that moment he did not understand the complete work Christ 
would accomplish. Immediately afterward, Jesus began showing His disciples that He 
must go to Jerusalem, suffer, be killed, and be raised again. Peter rebuked Him, proving that 
he confessed the Messiah while still resisting the cross (Matthew 16:21–22). The full 
Church Age gospel rests upon the accomplished death, burial, and resurrection of Christ. 
Right division prevents turning Peter’s pre-Calvary knowledge into the complete message 
preached after the resurrection. A true confession of Christ’s identity leads directly to 
trusting His finished work. 

First Corinthians 15:3–4 defines that gospel: “Christ died for our sins according to the 
scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the 
scriptures.” He did not die merely as an example of courage, a political victim, or a martyr 
to His ideals. He died “for our sins.” First Peter 2:24 says He “bare our sins in his own body 
on the tree.” God’s justice did not ignore guilt; Christ bore its penalty. His burial confirmed 
actual death, and His bodily resurrection declared victory over sin, death, and the grave. A 
dead religious founder may leave sayings for admirers. The risen Christ gives eternal life to 



believers. Romans 4:25 says He “was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for 
our justification.” The empty tomb is not an inspirational symbol. It is God’s announcement 
that the sacrifice was accepted. 

Salvation is received by grace through faith apart from religious works. Ephesians 2:8–9 
says, “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of 
God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.” Baptism, church membership, sacraments, 
commandments, reform, charity, endurance, and sincerity cannot add saving merit to 
Christ’s blood. Good works properly follow salvation; they do not purchase it. Religion 
insists upon contributing because pride hates arriving at Calvary empty-handed. It would 
rather offer God a wheelbarrow of filthy rags than admit that Christ finished everything 
necessary. Acts 4:12 says, “Neither is there salvation in any other.” The true Christ is not 
one Saviour serving customers in a crowded religious marketplace. He is the only Saviour, 
and every supposed alternative is selling tickets for a bridge that does not exist. 

7. The Christ You Answer Will Return as Judge and King 

Jesus Christ is not waiting forever for the world to complete its opinion survey. Acts 17:31 
says God “hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by 
that man whom he hath ordained.” The One questioned by rulers will question them. The 
One mocked in a robe will wear many crowns. The One who stood before Pilate will sit 
upon the throne from which no governor can appeal. John 5:22 says, “For the Father 
judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son.” Modern man prefers Jesus 
as a helpless infant in a seasonal display because an infant does not summon nations to 
judgment. But the child born in Bethlehem is the mighty God of Isaiah 9:6, and “the 
government shall be upon his shoulder.” He will not return to request cultural acceptance. 
He will return possessing all authority Heaven and earth already owe Him. 

The Rapture of the Church and the Second Advent must not be confused. Before the 
Tribulation, the Lord will descend from Heaven, the dead in Christ will rise, and living 
believers will be caught up “to meet the Lord in the air” (1 Thessalonians 4:16–17). That 
blessed hope concerns Christ receiving His Church. After the Tribulation, He will return 
visibly to earth in judgment, as Revelation 19 presents the Faithful and True rider whose 
vesture bears the name “KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.” Zechariah 14:4 says His 
feet will stand upon the mount of Olives. The Church does not replace Israel, and Christ’s 
earthly kingdom fulfills the promises made concerning David’s throne and Israel’s 
restoration. The world that debates His identity will receive a demonstration no scholar can 
footnote away. When the heavens open, unbelief will discover that Christ did not require its 
permission to be King. 



Every person will meet Him. The saved will appear before the Judgment Seat of Christ for 
the examination of service and reward, not to determine whether Christ’s blood was 
sufficient to keep them saved. Romans 8:1 declares, “There is therefore now no 
condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus.” The lost will stand before the Great White 
Throne, where the books are opened and whosoever is not found in the book of life is cast 
into the lake of fire (Revelation 20:11–15). No borrowed creed, religious ancestry, scholarly 
theory, or charitable résumé will alter the Judge’s identity. The question asked in Caesarea 
Philippi will echo into that courtroom. The man who rejected Christ as Saviour will face Him 
as Judge. Grace offers the nail-scarred hand now; judgment will reveal the hand holding the 
sceptre. Wisdom answers before death removes every remaining opportunity. 

Conclusion 

“Whom say ye that I am?” is the final question in this series because every other divine 
interrogation drives man toward it. “Where art thou?” exposes the sinner’s fallen location. 
“Who told thee?” identifies the lying voice behind his rebellion. “Where is Abel thy 
brother?” uncovers guilt that blood cries from the ground to reveal. “Is any thing too hard 
for the LORD?” destroys unbelief concerning divine power. “What is that in thine hand?” 
confronts excuses for uselessness. “Where wast thou?” puts human wisdom back in the 
dust. “What doest thou here?” calls the discouraged servant from his cave. “What could 
have been done more?” leaves the unfruitful without an alibi. “Whom shall I send?” 
summons the cleansed servant to duty. But “Whom say ye that I am?” brings the sinner 
face-to-face with the One who alone can save him and the Lord every servant must obey. 

Peter answered correctly because the Father revealed the Son: “Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of the living God.” That confession tears down the prophet-only Christ, the created 
Christ, the lesser-god Christ, the moral-teacher Christ, the sacramental Christ, the political 
Christ, the modernist Christ, and every sentimental Christ manufactured to remain safely 
beneath man’s authority. Jesus is God manifest in the flesh. He died for sins, was buried, 
rose bodily from the grave, ascended to Heaven, and will return. He is the Rock upon which 
His Church is built, not Peter and not a religious throne claiming Peter’s authority. First 
Corinthians 3:11 says, “For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ.” Gates of hell cannot overthrow what Christ builds, but religious masonry 
erected upon another foundation will eventually fall with considerable dust and no divine 
regret. 

The question now stands before you. Not whom does your family say, your church say, your 
preacher say, your professor say, your culture say, or the latest religious celebrity say. 
“Whom say ye that I am?” If Jesus Christ is merely admirable, you remain lost. If He is 
another way, you have contradicted His words. If He is the true Lord and Saviour, then 



believe the gospel and trust Him alone. Do not carry your works, religion, baptism, morality, 
or excuses to the cross as though the Son of God needs assistance saving you. Come 
guilty, believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and receive eternal life. The world may continue 
offering respectful mistakes until judgment interrupts the discussion, but God has already 
given the right answer in His Book. Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God, the only 
Saviour, the coming Judge, and the everlasting King. Your answer will not change who He is. 
It will reveal where you stand for eternity. 

 

 

The Questions God Asks Men 

Divine Interrogations That Strip Away Excuses 

Conclusion 

The essays have ended, but the questions have not. They were first spoken in gardens, 
fields, tents, deserts, vineyards, caves, temples, whirlwinds, and along the coasts of 
Caesarea Philippi, yet they remain as sharp as when God first asked them. Time has 
changed man’s clothing, transportation, vocabulary, architecture, and machinery, but it 
has not changed his heart. Adam’s descendants still hide, Cain’s descendants still blame, 
Sarah’s descendants still laugh at divine promises, Moses’ descendants still complain 
about their insufficiency, Job’s descendants still lecture the Creator, Elijah’s descendants 
still retreat into caves, Israel’s descendants still produce wild grapes, spectators still wait 
for somebody else to go, and the world still invents false answers concerning Jesus Christ. 
Civilization has improved the furniture inside the hiding place. It has not removed the 
sinner crouching there. 

God never needed information from any man He questioned. He did not ask because 
Heaven’s records were incomplete, the angels had submitted conflicting reports, or 
omniscience required help reconstructing events. He asked because man needed the truth 
dragged out of concealment. A divine question is mercy carrying a searchlight. It enters the 
room before judgment and gives the guilty an opportunity to stop lying. God could have 
destroyed Adam without calling him, sentenced Cain without confronting him, dismissed 
Elijah without correcting him, and judged Judah without inviting the nation to examine His 
dealings. Instead, He spoke. His questions demonstrate that divine judgment is never 
careless, ignorant, impulsive, or unjust. God knows the truth, states the truth, and exposes 
every excuse before pronouncing sentence. When He finally judges, every mouth will be 
stopped. 



“Where art thou?” remains the first question every sinner must face. Before discussing 
prophecy, church history, doctrine, politics, culture, corruption, or the failures of religious 
institutions, a man must locate himself in relation to God. He may be respected in his 
community and lost before Heaven. He may possess a baptismal certificate, church 
membership, theological education, charitable reputation, and family history thick with 
preachers while remaining “dead in trespasses and sins” (Ephesians 2:1). Religious 
accomplishments do not move a man from Adam into Christ. First Corinthians 15:22 says, 
“For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.” There are only two 
spiritual locations that finally matter. A man is either in fallen Adam or in the risen Christ. A 
tailored fig-leaf apron does not change his address. 

Adam hid because sin had transformed fellowship into fear. The God whose voice once 
belonged in the garden now sounded like approaching judgment. The voice had not 
become evil; Adam had become guilty. Sinners still accuse the Bible of cruelty because it 
reveals what they are. They blame the preacher for making them uncomfortable, the 
church for discussing Hell, and Scripture for refusing to flatter their preferred sins. A 
thermometer does not create a fever by reporting it, and the Bible does not create guilt by 
exposing it. Breaking the thermometer may remove the reading, but the disease continues. 
“Where art thou?” does not permit a man to point across town, across the aisle, or across 
the dinner table. God calls the individual from behind the tree. Before salvation can be 
received, hiding must end. 

“Who told thee?” forces every belief to reveal its source. No lie arrives without a voice, and 
no false doctrine appears without a father. Jesus said of the devil, “he is a liar, and the 
father of it” (John 8:44). The serpent’s first recorded words questioned what God had said, 
and every attack upon biblical authority descends from that original hiss. Satan does not 
need to convince a man that no God exists if he can persuade him that God has not 
preserved His words. Once the final authority is removed, the sinner may appoint feelings, 
scholarship, tradition, culture, experience, or religious hierarchy to the vacant throne. The 
devil is perfectly willing to let a man own twenty Bibles if he can persuade him that none of 
them can be trusted without correction from an expert. 

The King James Bible remains the answer to the stranger’s voice: “It is written.” God has not 
preserved His words so theologians can apologize for them, professors can revise them, or 
preachers can conceal the difficult parts beneath inspirational padding. He gave a sword, 
not a foam rubber decoration for the church lobby. The word identifies sin, separates truth 
from error, exposes false religion, reveals dispensational distinctions, proclaims Christ, 
and shows the sinner how to be saved. Isaiah 8:20 says, “if they speak not according to this 
word, it is because there is no light in them.” The speaker may possess credentials, 



charisma, popularity, antiquity, and an auditorium large enough to require traffic control. 
None of that converts darkness into light. A lie delivered through an expensive microphone 
remains a lie with improved amplification. 

“Where is Abel thy brother?” follows sin out of the heart and into the field. Cain proved that 
false worship does not remain a private religious preference. His rejected altar bred envy; 
envy fed hatred; hatred produced murder; murder manufactured a lie; and the lie hardened 
into defiance. Sin always travels farther than the sinner promised it would go. Secret lust 
enters a marriage, private bitterness poisons a family, concealed greed exploits the weak, 
hidden pride divides a church, and false doctrine reaches children not yet born when they 
inherit the institution built around it. Men demand the right to sin privately and then invoice 
everybody else for the damage. God’s question refuses to separate personal rebellion from 
its victims. Abel’s blood cried from the ground because buried evidence still possesses a 
voice before God. 

Cain was religious, industrious, sincere, and wrong. He brought the product of his own 
labor while Abel came by blood. Hebrews 11:4 says Abel offered “a more excellent 
sacrifice,” and First John 3:12 says Cain’s works were evil while his brother’s were 
righteous. The conflict between works and grace began outside Eden and continues 
through every system that adds human merit to God’s provision. Man wants to bring his 
vegetables, ceremonies, morality, sacraments, law-keeping, good intentions, and 
denominational credentials, then becomes offended when God points toward the blood. 
The flesh does not object to religion; it objects to a gospel that leaves it nothing about 
which to boast. Cain’s altar was beautiful enough to please Cain, but Cain was not the 
Judge. Every sinner must come by the sacrifice God accepts—the shed blood and finished 
work of Jesus Christ. 

“Is any thing too hard for the LORD?” stands above every human impossibility and laughs at 
unbelief’s measuring tape. Sarah’s body was old, the womb was barren, and human ability 
had reached its end. None of that weakened the promise. God did not ask Abraham and 
Sarah to manufacture Isaac through optimism. He required them to believe the One who 
had spoken. The Red Sea did not become shallow before Israel crossed it. Jericho’s walls 
did not become imaginary before they fell. Goliath did not shrink before David approached. 
Lazarus was not slightly ill when Christ called him from the grave. Faith does not deny 
circumstances; it denies their right to overrule God. Man places a period where his strength 
ends, but God often treats it as a comma. 

That question must never be kidnapped by religious racketeers selling health, wealth, 
comfort, and personal ambition. God’s omnipotence does not make every human desire a 
divine promise. He can heal every disease, but He did not remove Paul’s thorn. He can 



prevent every prison, but He allowed faithful men to suffer. He can stop every execution, 
but Stephen died while beholding the Son of man standing on the right hand of God. 
Biblical faith rests upon what God has said in its proper setting. It does not steal Israel’s 
earthly promises, confuse the Church with the nation, or treat prayer as a lever forcing God 
to finance fleshly appetite. Nothing is too hard for the LORD, including sustaining His 
servant when deliverance does not arrive in the form the servant expected. 

“What is that in thine hand?” confronts the believer who has buried usefulness beneath 
imaginary insufficiency. Moses saw an ordinary shepherd’s rod; God saw an instrument He 
would use before Pharaoh, over the Red Sea, and throughout the wilderness. The power 
never came from the wood. God did not ask Moses to admire the rod, decorate it, insure it, 
or create a ministry brand around it. He commanded him to surrender and use it. The world 
is impressed by impressive instruments, but God has repeatedly embarrassed human pride 
with small things. A sling dropped a giant, pitchers confused an army, an ox goad delivered 
Israel, a jawbone slew a thousand Philistines, and five loaves fed a multitude. God does not 
need excellent material. He needs obedience. 

Stop dreaming about what you would do with another person’s resources while neglecting 
what God placed in your hand. The imagined ministry is always larger, easier, and more 
celebrated than the duty standing in front of you. A man dreams of preaching to thousands 
but will not witness to one. He imagines giving generously after becoming wealthy but 
remains stingy with present income. He plans to teach profound truth in some future 
ministry while refusing to open the Bible with his own children. He hopes to write a book 
but will not finish a paragraph, lead a movement but will not help his church, and cross an 
ocean while avoiding the neighbor across the street. Faithfulness is not measured by the 
size of the tool. God measures whether the servant obeyed with what he had. 

“Where wast thou?” puts man’s wisdom back where it belongs—beneath God’s revelation. 
Job had spoken about matters beyond his knowledge until God answered from the 
whirlwind. The LORD asked where Job was when the earth’s foundations were laid, its 
measurements determined, the cornerstone fastened, and the morning stars sang 
together. Job had missed the event. So did every modern scientist, professor, philosopher, 
and Bible-correcting theologian. Instruments can examine present material, but no 
instrument can transport its operator into the beginning. God alone was there. The 
Creator’s testimony outranks the creature’s reconstruction. Man arrived late, inherited a 
world he did not build, borrowed a mind he did not create, and now uses God’s air to 
announce that God’s account requires revision. The performance would be humorous if the 
rebellion behind it were not headed toward judgment. 



The proper response is not hostility toward honest learning but humility beneath the Book. 
True science observes God’s creation; science falsely so called contradicts God’s 
revelation and expects the contradiction to be worshipped because somebody attached 
numbers to it. A theory does not become truth by aging in a university cellar. An old guess is 
merely a guess that has collected tuition. The Christian has no reason to fear genuine 
evidence because the God of Scripture made the evidence. But he has every reason to 
reject interpretations designed around the prior decision that Genesis cannot be true. 
“Where wast thou?” ends the creature’s boast. Job placed his hand upon his mouth and 
repented. Modern scholarship might discover wisdom if it learned that closing the mouth 
can occasionally be an advanced form of education. 

“What doest thou here?” enters the servant’s cave and refuses to let discouragement write 
the last chapter. Elijah had faced a king, mocked Baal, called down fire, slain false 
prophets, and prayed rain back upon Israel. Then Jezebel’s threat drove him into flight. He 
mistook exhaustion for defeat, isolation for abandonment, and danger for the cancellation 
of his calling. Beneath the juniper tree he asked God to take his life. Inside the cave he 
announced, “I, even I only, am left.” Discouragement had turned one faithful prophet into 
the center of God’s entire universe. It remembered every enemy, forgot every deliverance, 
counted every apostate, and overlooked seven thousand unbowed knees. Self-pity is an 
accountant who always makes the wounded servant the largest number in the ledger. 

God fed Elijah, allowed him to rest, spoke to him, corrected him, and sent him back. 
Compassion supplied strength for obedience; it did not sanctify retreat. Elijah still had 
Hazael, Jehu, and Elisha connected with his remaining commission. The prophet who 
thought his ministry was finished had not yet trained his successor, and the man who 
requested death would never experience an ordinary funeral. He would depart in a 
whirlwind accompanied by a chariot and horses of fire. That is how far discouragement can 
miss God’s conclusion. If you are hiding where God did not put you, stop decorating the 
cave. Receive necessary rest, admit distorted conclusions, open the Bible, and return to 
known duty. God may have work waiting outside that your self-pity cannot see from the 
darkness. 

“What could have been done more to my vineyard, that I have not done in it?” destroys the 
accusation that spiritual barrenness is God’s fault. Isaiah 5 concerns the house of Israel 
and the men of Judah. God planted that nation, gave it His law, covenant, land, worship, 
priesthood, prophets, protection, and promises. He fenced the vineyard, gathered out the 
stones, planted the choicest vine, built a tower, and prepared a winepress. He expected 
grapes and received wild grapes. The chapter identifies the fruit: God looked for judgment 
and found oppression; He looked for righteousness and heard a cry. Israel’s failure did not 



cancel God’s faithfulness, and Israel’s chastening did not transfer the nation’s 
unconditional covenants to the Church. Romans 11 still declares that God has not cast 
away His people and promises Israel’s future restoration. 

The practical verdict remains unavoidable: God failed at nothing. The sinner cannot claim 
that Heaven neglected salvation. God gave His Son, Christ shed His blood, the gospel was 
revealed, the Scriptures were preserved, creation testified, conscience accused, 
preachers warned, and grace invited. What more does man require? Another Christ who 
will approve the sins for which the true Christ died? Another Bible edited to protect 
rebellion? Another gospel allowing pride to bring payment? There will be no second Calvary 
designed around man’s complaint that the first one lacked entertainment. Jesus said, “It is 
finished” (John 19:30). The sacrifice is complete, the tomb is empty, and the promise is 
plain. If a sinner remains lost, the deficiency is not in God’s provision. The wild grape 
cannot blame the Husbandman. 

“Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” confronts those who admire service from a 
safe distance. Isaiah heard that question after beholding God’s holiness, confessing his 
uncleanness, and receiving cleansing from the altar. He did not build a ministry from 
ambition and invite God to endorse it afterward. He became small before God and then 
became available to God. “Here am I; send me” is not the boast of a man advertising his 
talent. It is the surrender of a cleansed servant placing his life at the Lord’s disposal. God’s 
work does not need another religious celebrity surrounded by photographers. It needs 
faithful people who will carry an unpopular Book, proclaim an exclusive Saviour, endure 
contradiction, and continue when the crowd finds something easier to applaud. 

The grandstand remains crowded with professional spectators. They evaluate the soldiers, 
discuss the casualties, criticize the strategy, and return home without mud on their shoes. 
They can explain how pastors should preach, missionaries should labor, teachers should 
teach, givers should give, and witnesses should speak. They know everything about the 
battle except what enemy fire sounds like. Christ said the laborers were few, not the 
advisers. Every believer is not called to the same office or field, but no believer was saved 
to become religious furniture. The members of Christ’s body have different gifts, functions, 
and opportunities. One may preach, another teach, another give, another pray, another 
help, another carry the gospel to one forgotten soul. The question is not whether your 
assignment appears impressive. The question is whether you will go. 

Finally, “Whom say ye that I am?” places every man before Jesus Christ. The world’s 
answers remain numerous, respectful, polished, and wrong. Jesus is called a prophet, 
teacher, moral example, social reformer, revolutionary, created being, lesser god, 
enlightened master, or religious founder. Peter answered, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of 



the living God.” Scripture reveals Him as God manifest in the flesh, the Word made flesh, 
the Creator of all things, the Lamb of God, the risen Lord, the only Saviour, the Head of the 
Church, the coming Judge, and the King of kings. He is not applying for a place in man’s 
religious museum. He owns the building, the ground beneath it, the breath of every visitor, 
and the day upon which it will be judged. 

Knowing the correct title without trusting the finished work does not save. Devils 
recognized Christ and remained devils. Peter confessed Christ’s identity before he 
understood the death, burial, and resurrection that Jesus then announced. The gospel now 
declares “that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, 
and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures” (1 Corinthians 15:3–4). 
Salvation is by grace through faith, not by baptism, sacraments, church membership, law-
keeping, personal reform, religious endurance, or charitable works. Good works follow 
salvation; they do not assist Christ in obtaining it. The sinner must stop arriving at Calvary 
carrying a résumé. The ground beside the cross has no filing cabinet for human merit. 

Every question in this series therefore points toward a verdict. The lost sinner stands guilty, 
without covering, without excuse, and without life apart from Christ. He has believed the 
wrong voice, harmed others through sin, doubted God, misused divine gifts, exalted human 
wisdom, blamed Heaven for barrenness, and resisted the Saviour. Yet the gospel still offers 
mercy. Christ died for the ungodly. His blood cleanses from all sin. His resurrection proves 
that the grave could not hold Him, and His promise remains, “Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved” (Acts 16:31). The answer is not turning over a new leaf; 
Adam already tried leaves. The answer is receiving the righteousness God provides through 
faith in His Son. 

The saved believer must also remain beneath these questions. Eternal security is not 
permission to hide, listen to lies, neglect others, doubt God’s word, bury gifts, exalt human 
speculation, inhabit a cave, produce barrenness, or refuse the call to service. The believer 
is sealed “unto the day of redemption” (Ephesians 4:30), accepted in the beloved, and safe 
in Christ. Yet “every one of us shall give account of himself to God” (Romans 14:12). At the 
Judgment Seat of Christ, salvation will not be retried, but service will be examined. Works 
will pass through fire, motives will be revealed, and opportunities will no longer be 
theoretical. Grace secures the believer’s destination; it does not guarantee a full reward for 
an empty life. 

The Church is waiting for the pre-Tribulation Rapture, when the Lord Himself will descend 
from Heaven and the dead in Christ will rise first. Living believers will be caught up to meet 
Him in the air. That blessed hope is not an excuse to sit down; it is a reason to stand up. 
Titus 2 joins “that blessed hope” with living “soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present 



world.” The believer expecting Christ should be found serving Christ. After the Church is 
removed, Daniel’s seventieth week will unfold, and Christ will later return visibly at the 
Second Advent to judge His enemies, deliver Israel, and establish His kingdom. The 
Rapture and Second Advent are not the same event, the Church has not replaced Israel, 
and God’s prophetic calendar will not be revised by religious unbelief. 

The unsaved will face another judgment. Revelation 20 describes the Great White Throne, 
where the dead stand before God and the books are opened. There will be no trees, caves, 
classrooms, pulpits, denominations, laboratories, or vineyards large enough to hide a 
sinner from that throne. Every excuse will arrive already answered. The atheist will lose his 
philosophy, the religionist his ceremony, the moralist his comparison, the hypocrite his 
mask, and the procrastinator his tomorrow. “And whosoever was not found written in the 
book of life was cast into the lake of fire.” Hell will not contain innocent victims of divine 
neglect. It will contain guilty sinners who refused the light, rejected the Saviour, and 
discovered too late that God meant every word. 

Now the interrogation returns to the reader. Where are you? Who told you? Where is your 
brother? Is anything too hard for the LORD? What is in your hand? Where were you when 
God established His creation? What are you doing in your cave? What more must Heaven 
provide? Will you go? Whom do you say Jesus Christ is? Do not answer with another man’s 
testimony, your family’s religion, your church’s reputation, your educational credentials, or 
some experience you cannot establish from Scripture. Answer beneath an open King James 
Bible. Let God define the terms, identify the sin, expose the excuse, reveal the Saviour, and 
command the response. 

The wise man will stop arguing and answer honestly. He will come out from behind the tree, 
reject the serpent’s voice, abandon Cain’s altar, trust the Lord’s power, surrender what is in 
his hand, put human speculation beneath divine revelation, leave the cave, acknowledge 
God’s sufficient provision, present himself for service, and confess the true Christ. The fool 
will continue hiding while congratulating himself upon the quality of the camouflage. But 
death has never been deceived by leaves, and judgment has never been delayed by an 
excuse. The questions remain because God has spoken them, and “the word of our God 
shall stand for ever” (Isaiah 40:8). 

The series closes where every biblical road must close—with Jesus Christ. He is the answer 
to Adam’s nakedness, Abel’s blood, Sarah’s impossibility, Moses’ insufficiency, Job’s 
ignorance, Elijah’s discouragement, Israel’s barrenness, Isaiah’s uncleanness, and Peter’s 
confession. He is the last Adam, the better sacrifice, the promised Seed, the great God and 
our Saviour, the Rock, the Redeemer, the Head of the Church, and the coming King. He 
died for our sins, was buried, rose again, and lives forevermore. Trust Him if you are lost. 



Serve Him if you are saved. Believe His Book, obey His word, and prepare to meet Him. Man 
may spend a lifetime questioning God, but eternity begins when God finishes questioning 
man. 

 

 

 


