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Series Introduction: The “Nevertheless” Passages 

Faith Standing After Circumstances Have Spoken 

Key Passages: Luke 5:5; Job 13:15; Acts 20:24 

“And Simon answering said unto him, Master, we have toiled all the night, and have taken 
nothing: nevertheless at thy word I will let down the net.” 

“Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him: but I will maintain mine own ways before him.” 

“But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might 
finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to 
testify the gospel of the grace of God.” 

“Nevertheless” is one of the great fighting words of the King James Bible. It does not deny 
what came before it, hide from the facts, or paint a smile upon disaster. It listens while 
circumstances make their entire speech and then refuses to let them pronounce the 
verdict. The body is dead; nevertheless, God has promised. The giants are real; 
nevertheless, the land belongs to Israel. Ziklag is burned; nevertheless, the Lord remains 
David’s God. The field is barren; nevertheless, Habakkuk will rejoice. The net is empty; 
nevertheless, Christ has spoken. The cup is dreadful; nevertheless, the Father’s will shall 
be done. Faith does not throw the evidence out of court. It calls a higher Witness. 

This series concerns faith standing after nature, experience, opposition, grief, poverty, 
suffering, and death have already spoken. It is easy to talk boldly before the report arrives, 
before the city burns, before the crop fails, before the furnace is heated, and before the 
physician closes the door. Many people possess undefeated faith because it has never 
entered a real fight. Their theology is muscular while sitting in a recliner and remarkably 
delicate once the bill arrives. The Scriptures do not protect faith inside a religious display 
case. They carry it into old age, hostile territory, ruined homes, empty fields, sleepless 
nights, fiery furnaces, deathbeds, prisons, and graves. There faith either stands upon God 
or discovers that it had been leaning upon favorable circumstances all along. 

The men in these passages are not selling inspiration. Abraham cannot naturally produce 
the promised son. Caleb cannot make the giants shorter. David cannot unburn Ziklag. 
Habakkuk cannot command fruit back onto the vine. Peter cannot revise the results of an 
empty night. Jehoshaphat cannot manufacture an army large enough to defeat the 
approaching multitude. The three Hebrews cannot fireproof their own bodies. Job cannot 
restore his children or heal his skin. Paul cannot cancel the bonds and afflictions awaiting 
him. Even in Gethsemane, the sinless Son does not treat the cup as imaginary. Every 



passage begins where human ability has met something it cannot control. That is where 
“nevertheless” plants its feet. 

1. Faith Does Not Deny the Facts 

Biblical faith has nothing in common with the modern doctrine that words create reality. A 
man does not become healthy by refusing to admit sickness, wealthy by renaming his 
empty account, or victorious by calling defeat a disguised success. God did not give fallen 
men creative power equal to His own because they learned to repeat religious slogans. 
Genesis 1 says, “And God said,” not, “And the motivational speaker announced.” Faith is 
not pretending man is God. It is believing what God has actually said. 

The Bible names the difficulty without trembling. Romans 4 calls Abraham’s body “now 
dead” and speaks of “the deadness of Sara’s womb.” Numbers 13 records strong people, 
fortified cities, and the children of Anak. First Samuel 30 says Ziklag was burned and the 
families were taken captive. Habakkuk lists every failed crop and empty stall. Luke 5 
records an entire night of labor that produced nothing. Job’s losses are not softened, and 
Paul’s afflictions are not edited out of his testimony. The Holy Ghost never needs a 
flattering press secretary. Truth can afford to tell the whole story because God remains God 
after every fact has been counted. 

Faith therefore does not say the giant is small. It remembers that the giant is still shorter 
than God. It does not say the furnace is cool. It remembers that fire burns only by 
permission from its Creator. It does not say the cup is pleasant. It submits to the Father 
who appointed it. It does not say the grave is unreal. It points beyond the grave to 
resurrection. Facts are real, but they are not sovereign. They may describe the battlefield; 
they do not command the Captain. 

2. Circumstances Are Witnesses, Not Judges 

Circumstances can testify concerning what has happened. They can report the condition 
of the body, the size of the enemy, the contents of the cupboard, the strength of the 
opposition, and the failure of every previous attempt. They may speak truthfully within the 
narrow boundaries of what they can see. What they cannot do is interpret the faithfulness 
of God. Peter’s empty net knew what had happened all night. It knew nothing about the 
next command from Jesus Christ. Sara’s barren womb knew what nature could not do. It 
knew nothing about what God had promised to perform. 

Unbelief promotes circumstances beyond their qualifications. It seats the medical report 
upon the throne, places yesterday’s failure behind the pulpit, hands the bank statement a 
commentary Bible, and invites the majority to decide whether God remains trustworthy. 
Then it calls the arrangement realism. But realism that deliberately excludes God is 



atheism wearing spectacles. It includes every visible fact except the greatest fact in the 
case: “But our God is in the heavens: he hath done whatsoever he hath pleased” (Psalm 
115:3). 

The proper order becomes visible in the word “nevertheless.” The ten spies said, in effect, 
“The land is exactly as God described; nevertheless, the people are strong.” Their 
“nevertheless” turned away from revelation and toward fear. Peter reversed the order: “We 
have toiled all the night, and have taken nothing: nevertheless at thy word.” He gave 
experience its opportunity to testify and then placed Christ’s word above it. Whatever 
comes after a man’s “nevertheless” usually reveals what sits upon the throne of his heart. If 
circumstances receive the closing argument, fear rules. If God’s word receives it, faith 
stands. 

3. Faith Must Have a Word From God 

Peter’s confidence rested upon four words: “at thy word.” That is the foundation of biblical 
faith. He did not let down the net because he felt unusually optimistic, because the water 
suddenly appeared favorable, or because the fish had begun jumping into view. He obeyed 
because Jesus Christ had spoken. Faith does not make a proposition true by believing it 
strongly. It believes because God has spoken truthfully. Romans 10:17 says, “So then faith 
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” 

This distinction destroys both unbelief and presumption. Unbelief refuses to act after God 
has spoken. Presumption acts boldly where God has said nothing. God promised Abraham 
a son through Sara, but He has not promised every believer every earthly desire that takes 
up residence in his imagination. God told David he would recover all from the Amalekites, 
but “recover all” is not a guarantee that every Christian will regain every possession or 
relationship lost in this life. God told Judah through Jahaziel that the battle was His, but that 
specific word does not authorize every offended man to announce that his enemies will 
destroy one another by Thursday. 

Faith is bold where Scripture is plain and restrained where Scripture is silent. Presumption 
writes its own check and demands that God sign it. Faith first finds God’s signature in the 
Book. The Christian does not need to chase voices, decode coincidences, or baptize every 
strong impression as revelation. He possesses the completed King James Bible. God has 
plainly revealed the gospel, salvation by grace, the believer’s standing in Christ, the walk of 
holiness, the order of the Church, the nature of spiritual warfare, and the future hope of the 
saints. The Bible may not satisfy every curiosity about tomorrow, but it gives sufficient light 
for obedience today. 

4. Counterfeit Faith Puts God Under Contract 



The modern religious counterfeit teaches men to use faith as a tool for managing God. The 
believer chooses an outcome, speaks it into the air, refuses to admit contrary evidence, 
and expects heaven to obey the announcement. If the desired result fails to appear, the 
preacher blames the sufferer for lacking faith. The teacher keeps his money, the grieving 
believer receives the accusation, and the doctrine escapes responsibility. That system is 
not faith. It is cruelty dressed in bright clothes and holding a Bible like a stage prop. 

The three Hebrews ruin that racket with three words: “But if not.” They believed without 
qualification that God was able to deliver them from the burning fiery furnace. Yet they did 
not claim that He owed them miraculous preservation. If He delivered them, they would not 
bow. If He met them inside the fire, they would not bow. If He permitted them to die, they 
still would not bow. Their obedience was not a bargain exchanging loyalty for safety. They 
believed God’s power without presuming upon God’s decision. 

Job takes the same truth even further: “Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him.” Job 
removes earthly survival from the contract. He is not trusting because he has been 
guaranteed that his health, property, family life, or social standing will be restored. He does 
not know how his story ends. He possesses no secret copy of the opening chapters 
explaining Satan’s accusation. Yet beneath the grief, confusion, and painful questions 
remains an allegiance suffering cannot purchase. Job’s trust does not tell God what He 
must do. It refuses to search for another god when the true God does not explain what He is 
doing. 

5. Faith Is Not Always Deliverance From the Trial 

Gethsemane forever silences the claim that enough faith will remove every painful 
circumstance. Jesus Christ prayed, “Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: 
nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done.” There was no unbelief, hidden sin, or 
doctrinal weakness in the Son of God. His sorrow was real, His agony was real, and the 
appointed cup was dreadful. Yet the cup remained. Perfect faith did not pray its way around 
Calvary. Perfect obedience walked directly through it. 

No Christian can duplicate Christ’s redemptive suffering. He alone bore our sins in His own 
body on the tree. His blood alone redeems, His sacrifice alone satisfies, and His 
resurrection alone conquers death. Nevertheless, every believer must learn the order 
displayed in Gethsemane: the will of God above personal comfort. Prayer may ask for 
deliverance, healing, provision, protection, or a changed circumstance. But prayer 
becomes rebellion wearing religious perfume when it refuses obedience unless God grants 
the preferred answer. 



Sometimes faith sees the Red Sea open. Sometimes it walks through a valley while the 
enemy approaches. Sometimes it receives the promised child, recovers everything stolen, 
watches the opposing army destroy itself, or leaves the furnace without the smell of 
smoke. At other times it bears a thorn, enters a prison, endures rejection, buries a loved 
one, or finishes its course beneath the shadow of execution. The earthly outcomes differ 
because God remains sovereign over them. The definition of faithfulness does not change. 
Faith trusts what God has said, obeys what God has commanded, and leaves the result in 
the hands of the One who sees the end from the beginning. 

6. Faith Can Weep Without Surrendering 

David and his men wept at Ziklag “until they had no more power to weep.” Job tore his 
mantle, shaved his head, and fell upon the ground after losing his children. Habakkuk’s 
body trembled at the approaching judgment. Paul wrote of tears, heaviness, weakness, 
pressure, and despairing even of life. Jesus Christ said, “My soul is exceeding sorrowful, 
even unto death.” The Bible does not equate faith with emotional numbness. A wooden idol 
feels nothing because it is dead. Living faith can hurt deeply without abandoning God. 

Tears are not always unbelief, but neither are they a substitute for faith. David wept and 
then encouraged himself in the Lord. Habakkuk trembled and then rejoiced in the God of 
his salvation. Paul felt the pressure and continued the ministry. Christ experienced agony 
and submitted to the Father. Biblical strength does not mean never feeling the blow. It 
means the blow does not become lord. Faith can bleed without bowing, grieve without 
quitting, and ask hard questions without walking away from God. 

This is where therapeutic religion fails. It treats the restoration of comfortable feelings as 
the highest goal and avoids every truth likely to disturb them. Scripture aims higher. God is 
not merely managing emotions; He is producing obedience, holiness, endurance, and 
conformity to Christ. Comfort matters, and God is “the Father of mercies, and the God of 
all comfort.” But His comfort strengthens the believer to continue faithfully. It does not 
excuse rebellion, baptize self-pity, or turn every command into a suggestion awaiting 
emotional approval. 

7. Ten Witnesses Stand Against Unbelief 

Abraham stands first, facing a body as good as dead and a promise still alive. He does not 
deny age, barrenness, or human impossibility. He becomes “fully persuaded that, what he 
had promised, he was able also to perform.” Nature has rendered its verdict, but nature is 
not the Judge. One word from God outweighs every argument offered by age, biology, 
experience, and probability. 



Caleb stands next, surrounded by frightened spies and a congregation preparing to retreat. 
The ten spies possess numbers, measurements, walls, giants, and popular support. Caleb 
possesses the word of the Lord. The majority can increase the volume of an error; it cannot 
transform the error into truth. One man standing upon what God said is worth more than 
ten experts measuring how long the giant’s shadow appears at sunset. 

David then stands among the ruins of Ziklag. The families are gone, the city is burned, and 
his own followers speak of stoning him. There is nobody nearby to provide encouragement, 
so David “encouraged himself in the LORD his God.” He does not discover hidden 
greatness inside himself. He remembers the character, promises, and past faithfulness of 
God. The world says to believe in yourself. David knew himself well enough to look 
elsewhere. 

Habakkuk stands over failed crops, barren fields, empty folds, and silent stalls. Every 
visible source of economic and agricultural security has collapsed. Yet he declares, “I will 
rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation.” His joy does not depend upon a 
missing cow hiding behind the barn. It rests upon God. When the gifts disappear and 
worship continues, faith proves that it loved the Giver more than the contents of His hand. 

Peter stands inside an empty boat after an entire night of expert labor. His body is weary, 
the nets are being washed, and experience says the opportunity has passed. Christ 
commands another cast. Peter says, “Nevertheless at thy word.” The fish prove more 
responsive to their Creator than many Christians are. The empty night cannot cancel the 
present command, and yesterday’s failure does not possess authority to write tomorrow’s 
prophecy. 

Jesus Christ kneels in Gethsemane with the cup before Him and Calvary waiting beyond 
the darkness. His “nevertheless” is the supreme expression of perfect obedience: “Not my 
will, but thine, be done.” The Son does not deny the agony or bargain for a softer 
assignment. He rises from prayer and walks toward betrayal, judgment, crucifixion, burial, 
and resurrection. The road of faith does not avoid the cross. In this case, it carries 
redemption through it. 

Jehoshaphat stands before Judah and admits, “We have no might…neither know we what 
to do.” Helplessness has finally found an honest voice, but the sentence does not end 
there: “but our eyes are upon thee.” Faith does not always know the method, timing, or 
shape of deliverance. It knows where to look. The king possesses no plan, but he has not 
mistaken his ignorance for God’s ignorance. 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego stand while Babylon bows. The golden image towers 
over the plain, the orchestra has sounded, and the furnace burns nearby. They know God 



can deliver, but they refuse to condition loyalty upon rescue. “But if not” separates faith 
from presumption. They would rather enter the furnace with God than remain outside it 
beneath an idol. 

Job stands upon an ash heap without the explanation given to the reader. His body is 
broken, his children are dead, his property is gone, and his friends have turned suffering 
into an indictment. Yet he says, “Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him.” He does not 
trust because the earthly ending has been disclosed. He trusts while the knife remains 
raised and the reason remains hidden. 

Paul stands last, carrying the treasure of the gospel inside an earthen vessel bruised by 
years of service. He is troubled, perplexed, persecuted, cast down, and warned that bonds 
and afflictions await him. Nevertheless, he declares, “None of these things move me.” Pain 
affects him, but it does not govern him. The vessel can be struck; the treasure cannot be 
extinguished. Rome may end his earthly course, but it cannot prevent him from finishing it. 

8. Right Division Protects the Truth of the Passages 

These accounts arise from different biblical settings. Abraham received promises 
concerning a physical seed, a nation, and a land. Caleb stood with Israel under the law at 
the border of literal Canaan. David and Jehoshaphat were kings connected with God’s 
earthly program for Israel. The three Hebrews were Jewish captives under Gentile 
dominion. Habakkuk spoke to Judah in the shadow of national judgment. Those promises 
and settings belong where God placed them. The Church has not replaced Israel, 
confiscated her covenants, or inherited her land through creative interpretation. 

Peter’s miraculous catch occurred during Christ’s earthly ministry to Israel before the 
cross. Gethsemane concerned the unique redemptive mission of the sinless Son. Job 
stood in a patriarchal setting long before the law, Calvary, or Pauline revelation. Paul 
speaks directly within the present dispensation concerning the gospel of the grace of God 
and the ministry of the Church. Right division does not weaken the application. It prevents 
spiritual thieves from stealing promises addressed to somebody else and then blaming 
God when the stolen check does not clear. 

The Christian today stands complete in Jesus Christ, saved by grace through faith without 
works, sealed by the Holy Spirit, and eternally secure in the Saviour. His salvation does not 
depend upon his endurance through suffering. Christ accomplished redemption 
completely. But the believer’s service, testimony, obedience, and reward can be tested 
severely by circumstances. The trial cannot remove him from Christ, but it can reveal how 
much of his confidence rested upon comfort rather than Scripture. Affliction does not 
determine his standing; it exposes his walk. 



Conclusion 

“The Nevertheless Passages” do not offer a painless formula for arranging favorable 
outcomes. They offer something harder, deeper, and more biblical: faith that stands when 
the outcome is uncertain, the support is gone, and the circumstances have already 
presented their strongest argument. They show men facing impossibility without lying, grief 
without abandoning God, pressure without changing doctrine, and death without 
surrendering hope. They do not teach that every furnace will be escaped or every Ziklag 
rebuilt. They teach that God remains worthy whether the answer arrives through 
deliverance, sustaining grace, resurrection, or eternal glory. 

The central issue is authority. Will the believer interpret God through his circumstances, or 
will he interpret his circumstances through what God has revealed? The first road makes 
every giant an argument against obedience. The second remembers that giants remain 
creatures standing upon ground God owns, breathing air God supplies, and living on time 
God can end. Circumstances may speak loudly, repeatedly, and with impressive 
credentials. They may produce walls, scars, empty nets, burning cities, failed crops, 
chains, furnaces, and graves. None of them has been appointed to edit Scripture. 

Let nature say impossible. Let the majority say retreat. Let ashes say everything is gone. Let 
the empty field say there is no reason to rejoice. Let experience say another cast is foolish. 
Let the cup say obedience will hurt. Let the approaching army say there is no answer. Let 
the furnace say bow or burn. Let suffering raise the knife, and let affliction block the road. 
When every circumstance has finished speaking, faith still possesses one word they 
cannot silence: nevertheless. 

 

 

1 of 10: The “Nevertheless” Passages – Abraham Believed God After Nature Said 
Impossible 

Key Passage: Romans 4:18–21 

“Who against hope believed in hope, that he might become the father of many nations, 
according to that which was spoken, So shall thy seed be. And being not weak in faith, he 
considered not his own body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither 
yet the deadness of Sara’s womb: He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; 
but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; And being fully persuaded that, what he had 
promised, he was able also to perform.” 

Introduction 



There are times when circumstances whisper, times when they argue, and times when they 
march into the courtroom, pound the table, and announce that the case is closed. 
Abraham stood at such a moment. His body was “now dead,” Sara’s womb was barren, the 
calendar had laughed at them for decades, and every natural avenue through which the 
promise might be fulfilled had been barricaded by age. God had promised a son, but nature 
had produced a death certificate. The medical evidence was against it, the biological clock 
had run down, and human possibility had packed its suitcase and left town. Yet Romans 4 
does not present Abraham sitting in a corner chanting pleasant slogans to himself. It 
presents a man who had heard from God and therefore possessed something stronger than 
favorable conditions. Nature had rendered its verdict, but nature was not the Judge. 
Circumstances had spoken, but they did not get the last word. 

Biblical faith is neither blindness nor make-believe. It does not paint a smile on a coffin and 
call the corpse healthy. It does not deny the deadness of Abraham’s body or pretend that 
Sara’s barren womb was secretly bursting with natural potential. That kind of foolishness 
belongs to religious salesmen who teach people to “speak things into existence,” as though 
a man’s tongue were a private Genesis chapter and every believer were a miniature Creator. 
Abraham did not create the promise, name the promise, finance the promise, or visualize 
the promise into being. God spoke it. That settled its authority, although it did not 
immediately change the appearance of the circumstances. Faith does not manufacture a 
favorable word; faith rests upon the word God has already given. It does not enthrone 
feelings, impressions, dreams, or positive confessions. It bows before the written and 
spoken certainty of the God who cannot lie. 

Romans 4:18–21 is not a greeting-card passage designed merely to help people feel brave 
when the electric bill arrives. It stands inside Paul’s mighty argument concerning 
justification by faith. Abraham is brought into the witness box to prove that righteousness is 
imputed apart from works, religious ceremony, human merit, and the law of Moses. The 
Holy Ghost does not use Abraham merely as an example of optimism; He uses him as 
evidence that God justifies the ungodly who believe Him. The passage reaches back to 
Genesis, explains Abraham’s faith, and then directs the reader toward the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. Therefore, we must not steal Abraham’s national promises, confuse Israel 
with the Church, or turn his promised seed into a blank check for every personal ambition. 
But the principle shines with undiminished force: when God has spoken plainly, faith 
refuses to let visible impossibility overrule divine authority. 

1. Abraham Was Justified Before Religion Could Claim the Credit 

Romans 4 begins by asking, “What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining 
to the flesh, hath found?” Paul answers by removing every religious ornament that men like 



to hang upon salvation. If Abraham had been justified by works, he would have had 
something of which to glory, “but not before God.” Genesis 15:6 supplies the decisive 
testimony: “Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness.” He did 
not earn righteousness, perform righteousness, purchase righteousness, or inherit it from a 
religious institution. God counted righteousness to him on the ground of faith. The 
transaction took place before Sinai thundered, before Moses received the tables of stone, 
and before Israel possessed a Levitical priesthood. Religious flesh is always trying to arrive 
early enough to sign its name beneath God’s work, but Romans 4 locks the door before the 
boasting committee can enter. 

Abraham was also counted righteous before receiving circumcision. Paul deliberately 
establishes that order in Romans 4:9–12 because the order ruins the argument of every 
man who attempts to attach a ceremony to justification. Abraham was justified in Genesis 
15, while circumcision was not given until Genesis 17. The sign followed the righteousness; 
it did not produce it. Circumcision became “a seal of the righteousness of the faith which 
he had yet being uncircumcised.” That is plain enough to offend every religious system that 
makes water, ritual, sacrament, membership, or clerical permission part of the sinner’s 
acceptance before God. Religion loves a tollbooth between the sinner and the Saviour 
because somebody gets to collect the fee. The gospel tears down the booth. Salvation in 
this present Church Age is “by grace…through faith,” “not of works, lest any man should 
boast” (Ephesians 2:8–9). 

This does not mean that Abraham understood every truth later revealed through the 
apostle Paul concerning the Body of Christ. Abraham was not a Church Age believer 
reading Ephesians and waiting for the pre-Tribulation Rapture. God dealt with him as the 
patriarch to whom specific earthly, national, and covenant promises were given. His seed 
would become a great nation, inherit a promised land, and bring blessing to the families of 
the earth. Those promises belong where God placed them; they are not transferable 
coupons for a Gentile church to redeem through replacement theology. Nevertheless, Paul 
uses the manner of Abraham’s justification to establish a truth that reaches the believing 
sinner today. God counts righteousness apart from works. Abraham believed what God had 
revealed to him, and we believe “on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead” 
(Romans 4:24). Different revealed content does not alter the divine principle: God’s word is 
believed, and human boasting is excluded. 

2. He Believed Against Hope Because God Had Spoken 

Romans 4:18 says Abraham “against hope believed in hope.” The first hope concerns 
natural expectation; the second rests upon divine revelation. Naturally speaking, there was 
no ground for expecting a son. Abraham and Sara were not young people facing a minor 



delay. They had crossed beyond the ordinary boundaries of childbearing, and the passage 
emphasizes that fact so nobody can smuggle human ability back into the miracle. Every 
natural hope had expired. Yet Abraham believed “according to that which was spoken, So 
shall thy seed be.” His hope did not float upon wishful thinking. It had a sentence beneath 
it. God had spoken, and faith fastened itself to the exact word. Biblical hope is not a 
balloon filled with emotional air; it is an anchor attached to divine testimony. 

The modern religious world uses the word “faith” for almost anything except believing God. 
A man can have faith in himself, faith in humanity, faith in the universe, or faith that 
tomorrow will somehow become less troublesome than today. None of that is Bible faith. 
Faith must have a proper object and a sure foundation. Abraham’s foundation was not his 
determination to become a father. He had possessed that desire for years, but desire could 
not quicken his body or open Sara’s womb. His foundation was “that which was spoken.” 
Faith is not powerful because the believer works himself into an emotional fever; it is 
powerful because the God believed is omnipotent and faithful. A trembling hand can 
receive a solid gift. A weak man can lean upon a mighty promise. The value lies not in the 
strength of the fingers but in the strength of what they grasp. 

Abraham’s hope also had a defined object: “that he might become the father of many 
nations.” God was not offering a vague assurance that something pleasant might happen 
eventually. He had told Abraham what He intended to do. Genesis 15 brought him beneath 
the night sky, where God said, “Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able 
to number them…So shall thy seed be.” The promise was enormous, but its size did not 
weaken the One who made it. Men measure promises by their own resources because men 
promise with empty pockets, limited strength, and uncertain tomorrows. God promises 
from an inexhaustible treasury. When the Almighty says, “I will,” impossibility has just 
received its eviction notice. It may remain visible for a season, but it no longer owns the 
property. Faith hears God’s future declared in the face of present barrenness and treats His 
word as more certain than tomorrow’s sunrise. 

3. He Faced the Deadness Without Bowing to It 

Romans 4:19 says Abraham was “not weak in faith” and “considered not his own body now 
dead.” That does not mean Abraham was unaware of his age or incapable of arithmetic. 
The verse itself states that he was “about an hundred years old” and immediately mentions 
“the deadness of Sara’s womb.” The Holy Ghost places the impossible facts directly in the 
text. Abraham considered them in the sense that he knew them, lived with them, and had 
no natural means of changing them; but he did not consider them as the final authority over 
God’s promise. He refused to give the evidence of his body the judge’s chair. Weak faith 
stares at the obstacle until the obstacle becomes larger than God. Strong faith sees the 



obstacle clearly, writes down its measurements, and then remembers that God does not 
need permission from what He created. 

There is a vast difference between acknowledging facts and surrendering to them. David 
acknowledged Goliath’s size, but he did not accept Goliath’s conclusion. Caleb 
acknowledged the giants in Canaan, but he did not agree that giants could cancel the word 
of God. The three Hebrews acknowledged the furnace, but they did not bow to the image in 
order to avoid it. Biblical faith has never required a man to lie about what stands before 
him. The doctor may deliver a severe diagnosis, the bank account may be empty, the door 
may be closed, and the opposition may be stronger than you are. Faith does not revise the 
paperwork with a crayon. It asks one question: what has God actually said? Where 
Scripture has spoken, circumstances must take the witness stand rather than occupy the 
throne. Facts are real, but they are not sovereign. Only God possesses that title. 

We must also avoid abusing Abraham’s example by inventing promises God never made. 
The Lord promised Abraham a son through Sara; He has not promised every believer 
perfect health, a large business, an easy marriage, or a mansion before supper. Faith 
cannot claim divine authority for something born in human appetite. A man may 
desperately want a particular outcome, but desire does not become doctrine because he 
attaches “I believe” to it. Presumption writes its own check and demands that God sign it. 
Faith finds God’s signature first. The lesson from Abraham is not that believers can force 
impossible personal dreams into existence. The lesson is that nothing can prevent God 
from fulfilling what He has truly promised. Faith is bold where Scripture is plain and 
cautious where Scripture is silent. That balance keeps a Christian from becoming either a 
frightened doubter or a sanctified fortune-teller. 

4. He Refused to Stagger at the Promise Through Unbelief 

Romans 4:20 declares, “He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief.” The 
picture is of a man who does not reel backward and forward between God’s promise and 
human probability. Unbelief makes a drunkard out of the mind. One day it quotes the 
promise; the next day it kneels before the circumstances. It says “God is able” on Sunday 
and “nothing can be done” before breakfast on Monday. Abraham had experienced 
moments of weakness earlier in his pilgrimage. He went down into Egypt, allowed fear to 
govern his conduct, and participated in the carnal scheme that produced Ishmael. The 
Bible does not airbrush its heroes. Yet Romans 4 presents Abraham at the mature point of 
faith, fixed upon the specific promise concerning Isaac. Grace does not preserve the 
failures as the final headline. God records what faith became when it ceased bargaining 
with circumstances. 



Unbelief is not superior intelligence. It is not careful analysis, mature caution, or the 
special gift of seeing difficulties nobody else can see. Often it is rebellion wearing 
spectacles. The unbelieving spies in Numbers 13 possessed accurate information about 
Canaan’s walls and giants, but their conclusion contradicted God. They interpreted God 
through the obstacles instead of interpreting the obstacles through God. That is always the 
fatal reversal. Once a man decides the circumstances are the final authority, every promise 
will be trimmed down until it fits inside human ability. Then God is permitted to do only 
what could have happened without Him. Such theology builds an altar to the Almighty and 
then removes omnipotence from the creed. Abraham did not make that mistake. He knew 
that if God’s promise required resurrection power, then resurrection power was what God 
would supply. 

To stagger at the promise is to divide the heart between two authorities. James later 
describes the double-minded man as “unstable in all his ways.” Such a man asks God for 
wisdom while reserving the right to reject it if the answer conflicts with his preferences. He 
wants a promise with an escape clause, obedience with a weather forecast, and faith with 
a money-back guarantee. Abraham’s mature faith stood elsewhere. The divine promise did 
not become true after Isaac was conceived; it was true when God spoke it. The 
manifestation came later, but the certainty began with God’s word. Faith therefore rests 
before sight confirms anything. It does not need to see the cradle before believing the 
promise of a son. When sight finally arrives, faith is not surprised. It has simply watched the 
invisible certainty step into the visible world. 

5. He Grew Strong by Giving Glory to God 

Romans 4:20 sets unbelief and strength in direct opposition: Abraham “staggered not at 
the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God.” Faith 
glorifies God because it assigns to Him the character Scripture declares He possesses. To 
believe God is to confess that He is truthful, faithful, wise, and able. To reject His word is to 
make Him a liar, as 1 John 5:10 plainly states in its own context. Abraham glorified God 
before the promised child was visible. He did not wait until Isaac lay in the cradle to 
announce that God was dependable. Anybody can praise the bridge after reaching the 
other side. Faith praises the Builder while the river is still roaring beneath it. Abraham’s 
worship was not payment for receiving the promise; it was the fruit of believing the 
Promiser. 

This exposes the self-centered nature of much modern teaching about faith. Its attention 
remains fixed upon the believer’s dream, the believer’s success, the believer’s 
breakthrough, and the believer’s improved circumstances. God is reduced to the delivery 
driver for human ambition. Abraham’s faith moved in the opposite direction: it gave glory to 



God. The great issue was not merely that Abraham wanted a son; the issue was that God 
had attached His name to a promise. Faith wanted God vindicated as true. Genuine faith 
does not strut before a mirror admiring how powerfully it believes. It forgets itself in the 
greatness of the One believed. The moment faith becomes impressed with faith, it has 
started polishing the wrong trophy. Abraham’s confidence did not celebrate Abraham. It 
celebrated the God who could bring life from death and fulfill His word without assistance 
from human flesh. 

The believer’s strength likewise comes from magnifying God rather than endlessly 
examining his own emotional temperature. If Abraham had spent every morning asking 
whether he felt sufficiently persuaded, he would have drowned in self-inspection. Faith 
looks outward and upward. It feeds upon what God has said, remembers what God has 
done, and gives Him glory for who He is. David strengthened himself “in the LORD his God” 
because strength was found in the Lord, not buried somewhere inside David’s personality. 
Christians become weak when they stare at themselves until every doubt grows whiskers 
and demands its own chair at the table. The cure is not self-flattery. It is a return to the 
Book. God’s promises, God’s character, Christ’s finished work, and the certainty of the 
resurrection give faith solid food. You cannot starve the soul on opinions all week and 
expect it to roar like a lion when trouble arrives. 

6. He Was Fully Persuaded That God Was Able 

Romans 4:21 identifies the settled conclusion of Abraham’s faith: “And being fully 
persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform.” The verse joins God’s 
willingness to God’s ability. He had promised; therefore, He intended to do it. He was able; 
therefore, no deficiency of power could prevent it. Men often mean well and fail because 
their strength runs out, their resources disappear, their knowledge proves incomplete, or 
death interrupts their plans. God suffers from none of those limitations. He never writes a 
promise that omnipotence cannot cash. He never discovers an unforeseen circumstance 
hiding around the corner. The end is known from the beginning, every atom remains 
beneath His government, and every creature depends upon His sustaining power. 
Abraham’s persuasion rested upon the perfect agreement between God’s word and God’s 
ability. 

The expression “fully persuaded” does not describe a momentary emotional high. Emotion 
can shout in a church service and surrender in a parking lot. Persuasion is rooted in 
revealed truth. Paul used the same certainty in 2 Timothy 1:12: “for I know whom I have 
believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him 
against that day.” Notice again that the confidence rests upon a Person: “I know whom I 
have believed.” Saving faith is not confidence in confidence. It is reliance upon the Lord 



Jesus Christ, who died for our sins, was buried, and rose again. A believer may experience 
emotional storms, physical weakness, and severe trials, but his eternal security does not 
hang from the frayed thread of his feelings. Christ accomplished redemption, the believer 
is sealed by the Holy Spirit, and God is able to keep what has been committed to Him. 

God’s ability does not mean He has obligated Himself to perform every outcome we prefer. 
Paul prayed three times for the thorn in his flesh to depart, but the Lord answered, “My 
grace is sufficient for thee.” God was able to remove the thorn, yet His purpose was 
accomplished through sustaining grace rather than immediate deliverance. Faith accepts 
God’s answer because faith trusts His wisdom as well as His power. The childish believer 
says, “If God can, He must do it my way.” Mature faith says, “God can, and He will do 
exactly what He has promised and whatever serves His perfect purpose.” Abraham was not 
dictating the means or scheduling the fulfillment. He was persuaded that God could 
perform His own word. Faith does not seize the steering wheel from God and call the 
resulting collision a spiritual adventure. 

7. The God Who Quickened Abraham’s Body Raised Jesus Christ 

Romans 4 does not end with Isaac. Verses 22–25 carry the argument from Abraham’s faith 
to the believer’s justification through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. “And 
therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness.” Then Paul adds that those words “were 
not written for his sake alone,” but for us also, “if we believe on him that raised up Jesus our 
Lord from the dead.” The God who brought life out of the deadness surrounding Abraham’s 
promise is the God who raised Christ bodily from the grave. Christianity does not rest upon 
vague inspiration, ethical advice, or religious sentiment. It rests upon a historical death, 
burial, and resurrection. The gospel is not God helping decent men improve themselves. It 
is God saving guilty and spiritually dead sinners through the finished work of His Son. 

Jesus Christ “was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification.” The 
cross answers the sinner’s guilt; the resurrection announces the sufficiency and victory of 
the sacrifice. Salvation is not secured by imitating Abraham’s courage, copying his 
conduct, or achieving his degree of confidence. The sinner is saved by believing the gospel 
of the grace of God, receiving Christ by faith, and resting in His accomplished work. 
Abraham’s example destroys works salvation, but it must not be twisted into another work 
by making faith a heroic performance that earns righteousness. Faith is the empty hand 
receiving what grace provides. It contributes no merit to the gift. A beggar does not become 
co-owner of the bank because he accepted a coin. Christ did the saving work, God offers 
the gift, and the sinner believes. 



After salvation, the same God remains worthy of trust. The believer is not promised 
Abraham’s land, nation, or miraculous son, but he possesses promises fitted to his calling 
in Christ. He has forgiveness of sins, peace with God, access into grace, the indwelling 
Holy Spirit, eternal security, resurrection hope, and a heavenly inheritance. He knows that 
“all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called 
according to his purpose,” though he is not promised that all things will feel good while they 
are occurring. He knows that Christ will receive His Church before the coming wrath and 
that the dead in Christ shall rise. Present circumstances may look as barren as Sara’s 
womb, but the Christian’s future is fastened to an empty tomb. The world calls that 
impossible. The resurrection has already answered the world. 

Conclusion 

Abraham’s faith did not deny nature; it denied nature the right to overrule God. His body 
was dead, Sara’s womb was dead, and every human calculation predicted failure. Yet the 
promise remained alive because the God who spoke it was alive. This is the heart of the 
“nevertheless” stand. Faith allows circumstances to testify, but it does not permit them to 
deliver the verdict. It hears the diagnosis, counts the cost, sees the giant, feels the heat of 
the furnace, and reads the report. Then it opens the Bible and asks what the Lord has said. 
Where God has spoken, faith stands. Where God has not spoken, faith refuses to 
manufacture assurances. That is not weakness; it is spiritual sanity. Presumption leaps 
without a word from God. Unbelief refuses to move when God has spoken. Faith plants 
both feet upon divine revelation and lets the winds waste their breath. 

The believer must therefore learn the difference between reality and finality. A 
circumstance may be real without being final. The Red Sea was real, but it was not final. 
Goliath was real, but he was not final. The furnace was real, but it was not final. Calvary 
was real, the stone was real, and the Roman seal was real, but none of them was final. God 
had the final word when Christ walked out of the tomb. That does not guarantee that every 
earthly hardship will end according to our wishes. Some thorns remain, some graves close, 
and some faithful servants finish their course through suffering. Yet not one word of God 
will fall to the ground. Even death is temporary for the child of God because resurrection 
has already been secured. Circumstances can close a chapter, but they cannot rewrite the 
Author’s conclusion. 

When nature said impossible, Abraham believed God. When time said too late, Abraham 
believed God. When his own body presented evidence against the promise, Abraham 
believed God. He was not strong because he possessed unusual human power; he was 
strong because his faith rested upon an unfailing God. That is where every believer must 
stand. Not upon positive thinking, emotional excitement, private revelation, religious 



ceremony, or personal determination, but upon the words of the God who cannot lie and 
the finished work of the Christ who cannot fail. Let the world present its figures. Let the 
flesh list its limitations. Let circumstances call their witnesses and make their longest 
speech. When God has spoken, the court has already heard from the highest authority. 
Nature may say impossible, fear may say foolish, and unbelief may say finished. 
Nevertheless, faith answers, “What he had promised, he was able also to perform.” 

 

 

2 of 10: The “Nevertheless” Passages – Caleb Stood When the Majority Trembled 

Key Passage: Numbers 13:27–30 

“And they told him, and said, We came unto the land whither thou sentest us, and surely it 
floweth with milk and honey; and this is the fruit of it. Nevertheless the people be strong 
that dwell in the land, and the cities are walled, and very great: and moreover we saw the 
children of Anak there. The Amalekites dwell in the land of the south: and the Hittites, and 
the Jebusites, and the Amorites, dwell in the mountains: and the Canaanites dwell by the 
sea, and by the coast of Jordan. And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and said, Let 
us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome it.” 

Introduction 

Israel stood at the border of Canaan with Egypt behind them, the promised land before 
them, and the word of God beneath their feet. The Lord had broken Pharaoh, opened the 
Red Sea, fed the nation with bread from heaven, brought water from a rock, and carried 
them to the very edge of their inheritance. They were not wandering toward an unknown 
destination hoping God might invent a plan when they arrived. God had already promised 
the land to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. He had declared that He would bring Israel into “a 
good land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey” (Exodus 3:8). Yet when 
twelve spies returned from searching the land, ten men allowed giants, walls, and military 
calculations to outweigh every word God had spoken. The majority possessed accurate 
eyesight and a bankrupt faith. They could count giants, measure walls, and forget miracles 
with professional efficiency. 

Numbers 13 contains one of the most revealing uses of “nevertheless” in the Bible. The 
spies admitted that the land was exactly as God had described it: “surely it floweth with 
milk and honey.” They even carried the evidence home on their shoulders in the form of an 
enormous cluster of grapes. God’s description had been verified down to the fruit. Then 
came the crooked hinge upon which their report turned: “Nevertheless the people be 



strong.” Their “nevertheless” placed human opposition above divine promise. God said the 
land was theirs; nevertheless, there were giants. God said He would bring them in; 
nevertheless, the cities had walls. God had drowned Egypt’s army; nevertheless, Canaan 
possessed soldiers. Unbelief always has a “nevertheless” ready when obedience becomes 
expensive. It will agree with everything God said until the moment comes to act upon it, 
and then it produces a footnote large enough to bury the command. 

Caleb answered that unbelieving “nevertheless” without needing another expedition, 
another committee, or another forty-day study. He “stilled the people before Moses” and 
said, “Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome it.” Caleb did 
not dispute the presence of the Anakims. He did not claim that the walls were cardboard or 
that the Canaanites had misplaced their weapons. He simply refused to speak as though 
Israel would face those enemies without the God who had brought them there. The ten 
spies saw Israel compared with the giants; Caleb saw the giants compared with God. That 
difference separated forty years of graves from a future inheritance. The majority had 
statistics, visible evidence, impressive credentials, and popular support. Caleb had the 
word of the Lord. One man standing upon what God said was worth more than ten 
trembling experts measuring the shadows cast by giants. 

1. Israel Stood at the Door of a Promised Inheritance 

The doctrinal setting must remain where God placed it. This was Israel under the law, 
standing at Kadesh-barnea on the border of a literal land promised by covenant to the 
physical descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Canaan was not heaven, the Jordan 
River was not death, and the twelve spies were not representatives of the Body of Christ. 
Canaan contained wars, enemies, temptations, and future failures; heaven contains none 
of those things. The land promise belongs to Israel and has never been transferred to a 
Gentile church with a taste for confiscated real estate. God said to Abraham, “Unto thy 
seed have I given this land” (Genesis 15:18), and Romans 11 assures us that “the gifts and 
calling of God are without repentance.” Replacement theology can redraw the map with an 
eraser, but it cannot persuade God to forget His covenant. 

Israel’s arrival at the border was itself proof of divine faithfulness. Pharaoh had 
commanded the death of Hebrew sons, yet Israel multiplied. Egypt had enslaved them, yet 
God brought them out. The Red Sea blocked them, yet God divided it. The wilderness 
lacked food, yet manna appeared every morning. Their thirst found no river, yet water came 
from the smitten rock. Every obstacle behind them had become a monument to the power 
of God, but unbelief has a remarkable talent for developing amnesia at the exact moment 
memory is needed. Ten spies behaved as though the God who had humiliated Egypt might 
meet His match in a tall Canaanite. Apparently, omnipotence could handle Pharaoh, 



plagues, seas, and wilderness provisions but needed to be cautious around a fortified city. 
Unbelief does not have to deny every miracle; it merely declares that the next obstacle is 
the one God cannot manage. 

Deuteronomy 1 reveals that the people first proposed sending men to search the land, 
saying, “We will send men before us, and they shall search us out the land.” The saying 
pleased Moses, and Numbers 13 records the Lord authorizing the mission. But the search 
was never intended to decide whether God’s promise was believable. The spies were to 
examine the land Israel was going to possess, not conduct an election on whether God had 
spoken wisely. Information may prepare obedience, but it must never sit in judgment upon 
revelation. God did not send twelve consultants to determine whether He had 
underestimated the Anakims. He knew every wall, warrior, and stronghold before Israel left 
Egypt. The expedition revealed more about the hearts of the spies than about the 
geography of Canaan. God already knew the land; Israel needed to discover whether it 
would trust Him. 

2. Ten Spies Reported True Facts and Reached a False Verdict 

The evil report began with facts. The land did flow with milk and honey. Its fruit was 
abundant. The people were strong, the cities were walled and very great, and the children 
of Anak lived there. Amalekites, Hittites, Jebusites, Amorites, and Canaanites occupied 
strategic portions of the country. Nothing required the ten spies to falsify their 
measurements. Their sin did not lie in seeing the obstacles but in interpreting the obstacles 
apart from God. A report can contain accurate details and still preach a lie. If it assembles 
every difficulty while excluding the decisive truth of God’s presence and promise, it is not 
balanced reporting; it is unbelief with a clipboard. The spies had surveyed the land for forty 
days, but apparently they had not spent forty minutes considering the character of the One 
who had given it. 

Numbers 13:31 exposes the false conclusion: “We be not able to go up against the people; 
for they are stronger than we.” The first half was humanly correct. Israel, considered by 
itself, was not able. The second half was spiritually fraudulent because Israel was not by 
itself. The spies calculated Israel’s strength against Canaan while leaving God out of the 
equation. That is not realism; it is theological embezzlement. They removed the greatest 
fact in the case and then congratulated themselves for being practical. If the Lord had told 
Israel to capture Canaan through unaided military superiority, their conclusion might have 
been sensible. But God had promised to drive out the inhabitants. The issue was never 
whether Israel was stronger than Canaan. The issue was whether Canaan was stronger 
than Israel’s God, and ten spies were too frightened to ask the question honestly. 



The Bible calls their account “an evil report,” even though much of its geographical 
information was true. This should warn anyone who imagines that factual accuracy 
automatically equals spiritual truth. Satan quoted Scripture to Christ in the wilderness, but 
he used it crookedly. The Pharisees knew biblical words while missing the Lord standing 
before them. A man may cite numbers, experts, trends, polls, and probabilities while using 
every fact as a shovel to bury faith. The evil lies in arranging reality so that God appears 
absent, powerless, or untrustworthy. The ten spies spoke as if the walls were eternal, the 
giants were invincible, and Israel’s history had begun yesterday. Facts become false 
witnesses when they are forced to testify that God cannot do what He said. A camera may 
capture the giant’s height, but only Scripture reveals the giant’s expiration date. 

3. Unbelief Turned “Nevertheless” Against the Word of God 

The word “nevertheless” should mark a turn from adverse circumstances toward 
confidence in God. Peter would later say, “nevertheless at thy word I will let down the net” 
(Luke 5:5). The Lord Jesus would pray, “nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done” (Luke 
22:42). But the spies used the word backward. They began with God’s faithfulness and then 
turned toward fear: the land is fruitful, “nevertheless the people be strong.” Their 
conjunction became a hinge swinging away from revelation. A single word revealed the 
government of their hearts. God’s promise appeared first in their report, but the giants 
occupied the throne by the time they finished. Unbelief often pays Scripture a polite 
compliment before explaining why obedience would be unreasonable. It bows toward the 
Bible, clears its throat, and then spends the next half hour proving that the Lord failed to 
account for modern conditions. 

Caleb possessed the proper “nevertheless” even though the word itself does not appear in 
his reply. His response was the living substance of it: the giants are real; nevertheless, “Let 
us go up at once.” The walls are great; nevertheless, “we are well able to overcome it.” 
Caleb’s confidence was not faith in Israel’s natural power. Numbers 14:8–9 explains his 
reasoning: “If the LORD delight in us, then he will bring us into this land, and give it us.” He 
also said of the inhabitants, “their defence is departed from them, and the LORD is with us: 
fear them not.” Caleb placed the decisive fact where it belonged. The enemy had walls, but 
Israel had the Lord. A wall is impressive until God begins walking toward it. Then it is merely 
a pile of stones waiting for new management. 

Every believer must learn which direction his “nevertheless” turns. Trouble says, “God has 
promised never to leave thee; nevertheless, you feel alone.” Faith answers, “I feel alone; 
nevertheless, he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5). Fear 
says, “The gospel is the power of God; nevertheless, the world may mock you.” Faith 
answers, “The world may mock; nevertheless, I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ” 



(Romans 1:16). The flesh says, “The Bible commands obedience; nevertheless, obedience 
is uncomfortable.” Faith answers, “Obedience is costly; nevertheless, God’s 
commandments are not negotiable.” The sentence may contain the same facts, but the 
final authority changes with the order. Whatever follows your “nevertheless” usually reveals 
what sits upon the throne. Faith lets circumstances speak first and gives God the closing 
argument. 

4. Caleb Possessed Another Spirit and Followed God Fully 

Numbers 14:24 records God’s own evaluation: “But my servant Caleb, because he had 
another spirit with him, and hath followed me fully, him will I bring into the land.” Caleb’s 
courage was not a natural personality trait. The passage does not present him as an 
adventurous optimist who enjoyed dangerous assignments. His distinction was spiritual 
and moral: he followed the Lord fully. Ten spies allowed fear to divide their allegiance, but 
Caleb’s heart remained whole toward God. Halfhearted obedience is usually full-throated 
disobedience with respectable manners. It says, “I will follow the Lord as long as the road 
remains level, the opposition stays small, and the outcome can be explained beforehand.” 
Caleb followed when the road led directly toward fortified cities and oversized enemies. 
That is where “fully” proves whether it means anything. 

Caleb also possessed courage enough to stand against his own nation. Numbers 14:10 
says the congregation spoke of stoning Caleb and Joshua. This was not an argument 
conducted from padded chairs in a peaceful conference room. The people were enraged, 
emotionally infected by the evil report, and ready to kill the men who told them the truth. 
Caleb could have protected himself by modifying his message, acknowledging “valid 
concerns,” and suggesting another exploratory committee. Cowardice always discovers 
diplomatic vocabulary when plain truth becomes dangerous. Caleb did not flatter the 
frightened mob. He and Joshua rent their clothes and warned Israel, “Only rebel not ye 
against the LORD.” They called unbelief what God called it: rebellion. Fear ceased being an 
innocent feeling when it contradicted God and refused His command. 

Following God fully does not mean following religious popularity. At Kadesh-barnea, the 
overwhelming majority was wrong, ten recognized leaders were wrong, and the loudest 
public sentiment was wrong. Truth did not become error because fewer people believed it. 
God has never counted noses to discover what He should say next. Noah was not wrong 
because the whole world declined to board the ark. Elijah was not wrong because Baal had 
four hundred and fifty prophets. Micaiah was not wrong because four hundred flattering 
prophets told Ahab what he wanted to hear. Caleb was not wrong because Israel preferred 
panic. A majority can multiply voices, but it cannot manufacture truth. One man with a 



Bible is not automatically right, but one man standing upon what God plainly said remains 
right if every frightened committee on earth votes against him. 

5. The Fear of Ten Men Infected an Entire Congregation 

Numbers 14:1 says, “And all the congregation lifted up their voice, and cried; and the 
people wept that night.” Ten men carried fear into the camp, and before morning an entire 
nation was drowning in it. Fear is contagious when it is preached with confidence. The 
spies repeated the size of the giants, described themselves as grasshoppers, and 
persuaded Israel to see itself through the eyes of the enemy. “We were in our own sight as 
grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight.” They did not know everything the Canaanites 
thought, but fear is always willing to write the enemy’s testimony for him. Decades later, 
Rahab revealed that Canaan had heard of Israel’s God and that “your terror is fallen upon 
us” (Joshua 2:9). While Israel trembled before Canaan, Canaan was already trembling 
before Israel’s God. 

The congregation’s fear quickly ripened into murmuring and rebellion. They complained 
against Moses and Aaron, asked why God had brought them there to die, and proposed 
making a captain to return to Egypt. Egypt had enslaved them, murdered their children, and 
worked them under cruel taskmasters, but unbelief edited the old photographs until 
bondage began to resemble security. Sinful hearts often prefer a familiar prison to a 
promised inheritance that requires faith. Israel did not merely doubt its own strength; it 
accused God’s motives. “Wherefore hath the LORD brought us unto this land, to fall by the 
sword?” The God who had rescued them was suddenly charged with plotting their 
destruction. Unbelief begins by magnifying the obstacle and ends by slandering the 
Deliverer. Once fear becomes lord, even Egypt starts looking like a vacation resort. 

This pattern still appears wherever people permit frightened voices to govern them. One 
fearful report can spread through a home, a church, or a ministry until obedience is treated 
as recklessness and compromise is renamed wisdom. The question ceases to be, “What 
saith the scripture?” and becomes, “What might happen if we obey it?” Men begin 
adjusting doctrine to avoid criticism, trimming preaching to preserve attendance, and 
hiding biblical convictions beneath respectable silence. Then they call the retreat strategic. 
A church can spend so much time studying the walls of Jericho that it forgets to march. 
Caution has a legitimate place, but it becomes cowardice when it vetoes a plain command 
of God. Wisdom counts the cost of obedience; unbelief uses the cost as an excuse not to 
obey. One prepares to follow God intelligently, while the other prepares a polished 
explanation for retreat. 

6. Israel’s Refusal Produced Forty Years of Graves 



God answered Israel’s rebellion with judgment. The generation that refused to enter the 
land would wander in the wilderness until its carcasses fell there. Numbers 14:29 declares, 
“Your carcases shall fall in this wilderness,” and verse 34 assigns a year of wandering for 
every day the spies searched Canaan: “even forty years.” The people feared that obedience 
would lead to death, so their disobedience produced exactly the death they feared. They 
tried to preserve themselves from the giants and instead dug their graves in the wilderness. 
Sin advertises safety while selling destruction. Unbelief promised Israel survival outside 
Canaan, but every year the desert received another funeral. The wilderness became a 
cemetery built by people who thought retreat was the prudent choice. 

The ten spies who brought the evil report died by a plague before the Lord. God did not treat 
their influence as a harmless difference of interpretation. They had made the congregation 
murmur against Him and had turned Israel from obedience. Teachers, preachers, parents, 
and leaders should tremble at the power of a fearful or false report. Words can strengthen 
faith, or they can escort an entire crowd toward rebellion. The spies had authority because 
they were rulers among the tribes, but position did not shield them from judgment. A title 
may persuade men to listen; it does not persuade God to overlook what was said. Heaven 
is not impressed by credentials attached to unbelief. A prince who contradicts God is still 
wrong, and a trembling ruler can lead thousands into a ditch wide enough to hold a 
generation. 

After hearing the sentence, Israel attempted to go up into the land without God’s presence. 
Moses warned them, “Go not up, for the LORD is not among you,” but they presumed to 
climb the hill. Earlier, God had commanded them to go and they refused; now He told them 
not to go, and they charged forward. Rebellion is not defined merely by standing still or 
moving ahead. It is determined by whether a man obeys what God has said. Their delayed 
enthusiasm was not faith but presumption. They carried neither Moses nor the ark with 
them, and the Amalekites and Canaanites defeated them. Yesterday’s command cannot 
justify today’s disobedience when God has spoken again. Faith is not stubborn religious 
energy; it is present submission to the present word of God. Flesh can retreat when God 
says advance and advance when God says stop, then call both performances conviction. 

7. Caleb Outlived the Wilderness and Claimed His Mountain 

Caleb endured the same wilderness years as the generation that rejected his counsel. For 
forty years he watched funerals accumulate beneath desert sand. He suffered the delay 
caused by other men’s unbelief, yet Scripture records no bitterness consuming him. 
Faithfulness does not always exempt a servant from the earthly consequences produced 
by an unfaithful crowd. Caleb and Joshua had to travel with the nation while judgment ran 
its course. But delay did not cancel the promise. God had said Caleb would enter the land, 



and the passing years could not age that word. Every grave in the wilderness proved the 
seriousness of unbelief, but every sunrise also brought Caleb one day closer to his 
inheritance. Faith can wait because God’s calendar never loses a page. 

In Joshua 14, Caleb appeared at eighty-five years old and reminded Joshua of what the Lord 
had said concerning him. Forty-five years had passed since the spying mission, yet Caleb 
testified, “I wholly followed the LORD my God.” He added, “I am as strong this day as I was 
in the day that Moses sent me.” He was not asking for a rocking chair near the Jordan or a 
comfortable parcel already cleared by younger men. He requested the mountain where the 
Anakims lived: “Now therefore give me this mountain.” The giants that had frightened ten 
spies still occupied the territory, but Caleb’s faith had not shrunk with age. Unbelief grows 
old rehearsing why something cannot be done; faith grows old remembering what God 
promised. Caleb had waited forty-five years, but he had not spent them polishing excuses. 

Hebron became Caleb’s inheritance because “he wholly followed the LORD God of Israel” 
(Joshua 14:14). The same Anakims who had appeared invincible were driven out. Their 
height had not changed, but neither had God’s faithfulness. Caleb’s life proves that the 
majority report does not write the faithful man’s final chapter. He stood against frightened 
leaders, an enraged congregation, decades of delay, and the continuing presence of giants. 
Yet the mountain eventually belonged to the man who believed God at the border. The ten 
spies received graves; Caleb received Hebron. They measured giants and died in the 
desert. He measured God’s promise and lived to possess what others had feared. A giant 
may delay the inheritance, but unbelief is the only enemy in the passage that kept Israel out 
of it. 

Conclusion 

Caleb’s stand at Kadesh-barnea was not reckless courage, personality-driven optimism, or 
military bravado. It was faith anchored to a specific promise made by God to Israel. He 
knew the land belonged to the nation because God had said so. He knew the enemies 
could be overcome because the Lord had pledged His presence. The walls, warriors, and 
Anakims were not imaginary, but they were subordinate facts. The decisive truth was not 
the size of the opposition but the authority of the promise. Caleb did not need better 
circumstances before he could believe. He needed only to remember who had spoken. 
Faith does not wait for the giant to become shorter. It remembers that the tallest giant is 
still standing on ground God owns, breathing air God supplies, and living on time God can 
end. 

The passage also warns against cowardice dressed in respectable clothing. Unbelief rarely 
introduces itself by saying, “I intend to rebel against God.” It calls itself caution, balance, 



realism, scholarship, sensitivity, or concern. It gathers facts, quotes experts, measures 
walls, and produces a professional report explaining why plain obedience would be 
unwise. But when God has spoken clearly, endless hesitation is not depth; it is 
disobedience taking notes. Caleb possessed fewer votes but better authority. He could 
stand while the majority trembled because his confidence rested beyond the majority. 
Truth is not established by applause, and error is not cleansed by popularity. Ten frightened 
experts could not alter one sentence from God. They could only decide whether they would 
enter what He had promised or die explaining why it could not be possessed. 

Every generation of believers faces its own report from the giants. The world announces 
that biblical preaching is outdated, holiness is unreasonable, separation is extreme, 
evangelism is offensive, and confidence in the King James Bible is foolish. Religious 
cowards nod solemnly, admire the fruit of Scripture, and then add, “Nevertheless, the 
people be strong.” Caleb answers across the centuries: “Let us go up at once.” Not 
because we possess natural superiority, not because opposition is weak, and not because 
obedience guarantees comfort, but because God remains faithful. Let the majority count 
walls. Let the experts measure Anakims. Let fear conduct another survey and publish the 
results in triplicate. When the Book has spoken, the believer has his orders. Circumstances 
may tremble the camp, but they do not cancel the command. The majority had its report; 
nevertheless, Caleb had the word of the Lord. 

 

 

3 of 10: The “Nevertheless” Passages – David Encouraged Himself When Everything 
Was Gone 

Key Passage: 1 Samuel 30:1–6 

“And it came to pass, when David and his men were come to Ziklag on the third day, that 
the Amalekites had invaded the south, and Ziklag, and smitten Ziklag, and burned it with 
fire; And had taken the women captives, that were therein: they slew not any, either great or 
small, but carried them away, and went on their way. So David and his men came to the 
city, and, behold, it was burned with fire; and their wives, and their sons, and their 
daughters, were taken captives. Then David and the people that were with him lifted up 
their voice and wept, until they had no more power to weep. And David’s two wives were 
taken captives, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abigail the wife of Nabal the Carmelite. And 
David was greatly distressed; for the people spake of stoning him, because the soul of all 
the people was grieved, every man for his sons and for his daughters: but David 
encouraged himself in the LORD his God.” 



Introduction 

David arrived at Ziklag expecting home and found ashes. The roofs were gone, the gates 
were blackened, the streets were silent, and every wife, son, and daughter had vanished. 
The Amalekites had not left behind a written explanation, a trail marked with signposts, or a 
guarantee that the captives were still alive. David and his men possessed no immediate 
intelligence, no visible remedy, and no strength left even for tears. They “wept, until they 
had no more power to weep.” Then grief turned against leadership. The same men who had 
followed David through caves, wildernesses, battles, and exile began speaking of stoning 
him. Ziklag had burned down, the families were missing, and David’s support group was 
looking for rocks. If ever a man had reason to say that circumstances had spoken 
decisively, David stood in the smoke of that moment. 

Yet the passage turns upon one of the strongest “but” statements in the historical books: 
“but David encouraged himself in the LORD his God.” He did not encourage himself in 
David. He did not stare into a polished shield, admire the reflection of a future king, and 
repeat flattering statements about his inner greatness. He had no motivational speaker, no 
cheerful counselor, no sympathetic committee, and no religious cheerleader handing him 
slogans beside the ruins. The text does not say David discovered that he was enough. It 
says he found strength “in the LORD his God.” Modern self-help puts a crown on the fallen 
self and wonders why the kingdom keeps collapsing. David looked away from the wreckage 
around him and the weakness within him to the God above him. The ashes remained 
ashes, but they were no longer the highest fact in the story. 

This passage is not a promise that every earthly loss will be restored in the same form or 
within the same week. David was the Lord’s anointed king in Israel, living under the law and 
moving within God’s historical purpose for the throne. The Church is not Israel, Ziklag is not 
a picture allowing believers to claim every possession the devil has “stolen,” and “recover 
all” is not a blank check for prosperity preaching. God later directed David specifically to 
pursue the Amalekites and promised him complete recovery. We must not manufacture 
that promise where God has not spoken. Nevertheless, the passage contains permanent 
spiritual truth. When human encouragement disappears, the Lord remains. When grief 
exhausts the body, Scripture still speaks. When circumstances present ashes as the final 
chapter, faith can seek God, obey His direction, and discover that despair has never 
possessed authority to rewrite His purpose. 

1. Ziklag Was the Bitter Harvest of a Fearful Decision 

The road to Ziklag began in 1 Samuel 27:1 with a dangerous sentence: “And David said in 
his heart, I shall now perish one day by the hand of Saul.” God had anointed David to be 



king, preserved him from Saul repeatedly, armed him with promises, and demonstrated His 
faithfulness through years of pursuit. Yet David listened to his fearful heart and concluded 
that Saul would eventually succeed. The man who had faced Goliath with a sling became 
frightened by a prediction manufactured inside his own chest. A heart can preach a 
powerful sermon, but Jeremiah 17:9 warns that it is “deceitful above all things.” When 
David consulted fear instead of God, fear naturally recommended Philistine territory. 
Unbelief always knows a place where obedience appears unnecessary and immediate 
pressure can be relieved. Its travel brochures are attractive; they simply omit photographs 
of the ashes. 

David went to Achish, king of Gath, and received Ziklag as a dwelling place. He then lived a 
double life, raiding enemies while deceiving Achish about where he had gone. Eventually he 
marched with the Philistine army as it prepared for battle against Israel. The Philistine lords 
distrusted him and demanded that Achish send him away. Their rejection was humiliating, 
but it was also providential mercy. God used suspicious idolaters to keep His anointed king 
from entering battle against his own nation. Sometimes the Lord protects a man through a 
slammed door because the fool has wandered too close to a cliff. David may have 
considered the dismissal an insult, but it spared him from a disaster far worse than 
wounded pride. God’s mercy does not always arrive wearing a smile; sometimes it arrives 
pointing toward the exit. 

When David returned to Ziklag, the city had been burned by the Amalekites. Scripture does 
not permit us to treat David as a spotless victim of random misfortune. He had placed 
himself and his followers in Philistine country after believing the counsel of his own fear. 
Earlier, David had smitten Amalekite communities and left none alive to report his actions 
to Gath. Now Amalekites had invaded Ziklag during his absence. Sin and unbelief produce 
consequences with sharper teeth than their advertisements suggest. Yet the chapter is not 
merely the record of David reaping what he had sown. It is also the record of divine mercy 
meeting a chastened man among the ruins. God did not approve David’s detour, but neither 
did He abandon His servant there. Grace can find a man in the ashes without calling the fire 
harmless. 

2. Every Visible Source of Encouragement Had Collapsed 

The devastation at Ziklag was total in every direction David could see. His home was 
burned, his wives were captive, his men were broken, and the enemy was gone. There was 
no army waiting on the horizon to be confronted and no obvious trail promising success. 
Grief had reduced strong fighting men to sobbing until their bodies could produce no more 
tears. The Bible does not mock those tears or pretend that faith makes a man insensitive to 
loss. David loved his family, his men loved their children, and the empty city tore through 



them. Biblical strength is not emotional stone. The same David who slew a giant could 
weep until strength failed. Tears are not always evidence of unbelief. Sometimes they are 
the honest language of a heart that has been struck where words cannot reach. 

But grief soon searched for someone to blame. The men spoke of stoning David “because 
the soul of all the people was grieved, every man for his sons and for his daughters.” These 
were David’s loyal warriors, including distressed and indebted men who had gathered to 
him at the cave of Adullam. They had followed him through danger and hardship, but Ziklag 
exposed the limit of their loyalty. Men may cheer a leader while victory is visible and reach 
for stones when their personal world collapses. Public support is a rented coat; trouble can 
demand it back without notice. David could not encourage himself in popularity because 
popularity had turned into a firing squad armed with rocks. The future king stood one angry 
decision away from being buried beside the ruins of his own city. 

There are hours when God allows every human prop to fall at once. The friendly voice is 
silent, the trusted companion misunderstands, the expected answer does not arrive, and 
yesterday’s supporters begin repeating today’s accusations. That does not mean human 
fellowship is worthless. Scripture commands believers to “exhort one another daily” and to 
“comfort yourselves together.” The local church should strengthen its members, families 
should speak truth to one another, and faithful friends are gifts from God. But no human 
support can bear the weight that belongs only to the Lord. If a man’s obedience depends 
upon constant applause, he has built his courage on folding chairs. David had to learn that 
when every hand was withdrawn, the everlasting arms remained. The Lord was not merely 
one encourager among many; He was the foundation beneath them all. 

3. David Encouraged Himself in the Lord, Not in Himself 

The wording of 1 Samuel 30:6 destroys the modern counterfeit before it can open its sales 
booth. David “encouraged himself in the LORD his God.” The source was the Lord; David 
was the one who deliberately turned toward that source. He did not discover hidden divinity 
within himself, unlock untapped human potential, or improve his self-image. He 
remembered the God who had chosen him, anointed him, delivered him from the lion and 
bear, given Goliath into his hand, preserved him from Saul’s spear, and promised him the 
throne. Encouragement came by bringing God’s character, works, and word back before the 
soul. Faith did not ask David to admire himself. It required him to stop treating the smoke 
over Ziklag as though it had erased every testimony of God’s faithfulness. 

David’s Psalms show how this kind of encouragement operates. He often began with 
enemies, tears, fear, and trouble, but he did not remain there. In Psalm 42 he questioned 
his own despair: “Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted in me?” 



Then he commanded the proper response: “hope thou in God.” That is not psychological 
self-talk designed to cultivate positive feelings. It is spiritual government exercised by truth. 
David did not permit his soul to become an uncontested pulpit for fear. He answered 
distress with revelation. Feelings may testify, but they are not allowed to preach the closing 
sermon. The believer who never answers his own fear will soon discover that fear has 
appointed itself pastor, prophet, and pope over the whole inner man. 

The words “his God” are equally precious. David had failed, wandered, feared, and placed 
himself in a compromising position, but the Lord was still his God. The covenant 
relationship had not vanished with Ziklag’s buildings. For the Christian today, this truth 
rests upon something even clearer: the believer is accepted “in the beloved,” sealed by the 
Holy Spirit, and placed into Jesus Christ by grace through faith. A saved man’s standing 
does not burn down when his circumstances do. Chastening may come, fellowship may 
suffer, consequences may bite, and confession may be necessary; but eternal life does not 
become temporary life every time a Christian makes a foolish decision. The Saviour who 
saved by grace also keeps by power. David looked through personal failure and public 
disaster to the Lord who had not ceased to be his God. 

4. Encouragement Led David Back to Divine Direction 

David’s encouragement did not end in a warm feeling beside the ashes. Verse 7 says he 
called for Abiathar the priest to bring the ephod, and verse 8 says, “David enquired at the 
LORD.” Strength in God produced submission to God. This is the difference between 
biblical encouragement and motivational noise. Motivation makes a man feel ready to 
pursue his own plan; faith makes him willing to seek and obey the Lord’s direction. David 
did not gather his men and announce that his instincts were usually dependable. His 
instincts had helped place him in Ziklag. He sought an answer from God. A man has not 
truly been encouraged in the Lord if the result is greater confidence in doing whatever he 
already intended. 

David asked two direct questions: “Shall I pursue after this troop? shall I overtake them?” 
He did not presume that grief automatically authorized action. The desire to rescue the 
captives was natural and proper, but David still inquired of the Lord. Pain can make a man 
impulsive. Anger can dress itself like courage, and desperation can run without orders. 
David had already spent too much time following his own reasoning; now he waited for 
divine direction. Under the Old Testament arrangement, he inquired through the priest and 
ephod. The Christian today does not seek guidance through Israel’s priesthood or an 
ephod. He possesses the completed Scriptures and the indwelling Holy Spirit. The method 
differs according to the dispensation, but the principle remains: God’s servant must place 
his steps beneath God’s word. 



The Lord answered, “Pursue: for thou shalt surely overtake them, and without fail recover 
all.” Now David possessed more than a desire; he had a word from God. That word did not 
yet restore the families, rebuild the city, reveal the enemy’s location, or place food in 
exhausted bodies. It did something more fundamental: it established the outcome before 
David saw it. “Without fail recover all” became the beam upon which faith could carry the 
full weight of obedience. Notice that David had to pursue. God promised the recovery, but 
the promise did not turn David into a spectator. Grace does not produce laziness. When 
God gives a command, faith moves its feet. A promise is not a hammock for disobedience; 
it is strength for the road God has ordered. 

5. David Pursued While His Strength Was Still Limited 

David departed with six hundred men, but by the time they reached the brook Besor, two 
hundred were too faint to cross. The crisis had not suspended the limitations of their 
bodies. They had marched from the Philistine camp to Ziklag, wept until exhausted, and 
then begun an urgent pursuit. One-third of the force could go no farther. David did not 
interpret their weakness as proof that God’s promise had failed. Neither did he sit down 
and declare that action was impossible until every soldier felt equally strong. Four hundred 
crossed the brook, while two hundred remained behind with the supplies. Faith works with 
what God has placed in its hand. It does not require ideal conditions, complete manpower, 
or unanimous energy before obeying a clear command. 

There is a lesson here for both courage and mercy. David continued the pursuit, but he did 
not force the faint men beyond their strength and then condemn them as traitors. Later, 
“wicked men and men of Belial” among the four hundred wanted to deny the returning 
soldiers a share of the spoil. David rejected their cruelty and established that those who 
remained with the supplies would share equally with those who entered the battle. Not 
every weary man is a rebel, and not every limitation is cowardice. Hard preaching must still 
be biblical preaching. Some men need rebuke because they refuse to move; others need 
rest because they have marched until they cannot move. A fleshly tyrant uses the same 
hammer on both and congratulates himself for consistency. 

The reduced force also kept the coming victory from being credited to overwhelming 
manpower. David had lost two hundred soldiers before he had even found the enemy. 
Human calculations would have recommended delay, reinforcements, and a more 
favorable ratio. But God’s promise did not depend upon David arriving with a parade-
ground army. Faith does not despise preparation, but neither does it worship numbers. 
Gideon learned that God could save by three hundred. Jonathan declared that “there is no 
restraint to the LORD to save by many or by few” (1 Samuel 14:6). Churches often imagine 
that a large crowd proves divine approval and a small one proves failure. Heaven has never 



needed a head count before deciding whether truth remains true. David crossed Besor with 
fewer men but the same God. 

6. God Used a Forgotten Servant to Reveal the Enemy 

In the field, David’s men found an Egyptian servant who had been abandoned by an 
Amalekite master because he had fallen sick three days earlier. To the Amalekite, the 
servant had become useless baggage. He was left behind without food or water, apparently 
to die. Yet this discarded man became the very guide David needed. The enemy had not 
vanished beyond God’s sight; Providence had left a witness beside the road. God can place 
an answer where human pride would never think to look. David was searching for a raiding 
army, but the direction came through a starving foreign servant lying in a field. Heaven has 
an irritating habit of hiding important keys in pockets the proud consider beneath 
inspection. 

David’s men gave the Egyptian bread, water, figs, and raisins before demanding 
information. After his strength returned, he explained that he belonged to an Amalekite and 
had participated in the raid upon Ziklag. He agreed to lead David to the troop after receiving 
assurance that David would neither kill him nor deliver him back to his cruel master. Mercy 
toward a helpless man opened the road to recovery. David did not know when he stopped 
that the abandoned servant possessed the location of the enemy. A hard heart might have 
stepped over him in the name of urgency and marched straight past the answer. Obedience 
to God never requires becoming too important for compassion. The man lying beside the 
road may know something the marching army does not. 

When the Egyptian brought David down to the Amalekite camp, the enemy was spread 
abroad, eating, drinking, and dancing over the spoil taken from Philistine and Israelite 
territory. They celebrated as though their victory were secure. Ziklag was behind them, their 
captives were helpless, and no pursuing force had appeared. But while they feasted, 
judgment was approaching under divine direction. The wicked often mistake delayed 
judgment for cancelled judgment. They dance on stolen goods because they cannot see 
what is coming through the darkness. David smote them from twilight until the evening of 
the following day, and only four hundred young men escaped upon camels. The enemy had 
appeared beyond recovery, but one word from God had already marked the spoil for return. 

7. David Recovered All and Turned Restoration Into Grace 

First Samuel 30:18–19 repeats the completeness of the victory: “David recovered all that 
the Amalekites had carried away,” and “there was nothing lacking to them, neither small 
nor great, neither sons nor daughters, neither spoil, nor any thing that they had taken to 
them: David recovered all.” Not one family member had been slain. Not one child was 



missing. God had preserved the captives before David knew they were alive, guided the 
pursuit before David knew the route, and prepared complete restoration before David 
reached the camp. The ashes at Ziklag had told only part of the story. Circumstances can 
report what is visible, but they cannot testify about everything God is doing beyond sight. 
David’s wives were captives, but they were also preserved captives. The city was burned, 
but the promise was not. 

Again, this was a specific historical deliverance backed by a specific divine word. It must 
not be turned into a carnival promise that every believer will recover every lost opportunity, 
possession, relationship, or earthly comfort. Paul did not recover freedom from every 
imprisonment. Timothy did not receive a promise of uninterrupted health. Stephen did not 
walk away from the stones, and faithful saints have entered glory without seeing every 
wrong corrected on earth. The Christian’s final restoration is greater than Ziklag because it 
rests in resurrection. At the Rapture, the dead in Christ shall rise, the living saints shall be 
changed, and every believer shall be forever with the Lord. God may not rebuild every 
earthly Ziklag, but He has guaranteed that nothing committed to Christ will be lost in 
eternity. 

David also used the spoil as a means of generosity. He sent portions to the elders of Judah 
and to friends in the places where he and his men had travelled. The man who had stood 
with nothing but ashes did not clutch the recovered abundance like a starving miser. Grace 
received became grace distributed. David called it “a present for you of the spoil of the 
enemies of the LORD.” His restoration prepared the way for his return to Judah, and shortly 
afterward Saul died and David’s path toward the throne opened. Ziklag looked like the 
destruction of David’s future, but God used it to detach him from Philistine territory, restore 
what had been taken, and turn him again toward Israel. The ashes were not the end of his 
calling; they were the burned bridge behind his compromise. 

Conclusion 

David encouraged himself when every visible source of encouragement was gone, but he 
did not do it by flattering himself. He found strength in “the LORD his God.” That phrase 
removes the passage from the hands of self-help merchants and returns it to the 
sanctuary. David remembered the God who had chosen him, preserved him, corrected 
him, and promised him a future. Then he sought the Lord’s direction, received the Lord’s 
word, obeyed the Lord’s command, and experienced the Lord’s deliverance. Biblical 
encouragement is never merely emotional relief. It restores a man to truth so that he can 
return to obedience. If encouragement leaves him admiring himself and ignoring Scripture, 
it came from the wrong pulpit. 



Ziklag teaches that faith may have to stand after tears have exhausted the body and human 
loyalty has walked away. There are moments when no friendly voice is available, no visible 
answer has appeared, and even the people who once fought beside you have begun 
collecting stones. In such an hour, the believer must know how to open the Bible and 
remember his God. He must recall the cross, the empty tomb, the promises of Scripture, 
his position in Christ, and the faithfulness that has carried him before. Feelings will report 
the smoke. Fear will count the losses. Accusers will assign blame. Nevertheless, the Lord 
remains exactly who He was before the city burned. A ruined circumstance cannot ruin an 
unchanging God. 

The city was ashes, the families were missing, the soldiers were mutinous, and David was 
greatly distressed. Nevertheless, he encouraged himself in the Lord. He did not stay beside 
the ruins rehearsing disaster until despair became a religion. He sought God, rose in 
obedience, crossed the brook, followed the providential guide, smote the enemy, and 
recovered all that God had promised him. Ziklag had spoken, but Ziklag did not have the 
final word. The final word belonged to the Lord who could preserve captives beyond David’s 
sight and prepare a road through apparent ruin. When everything is gone, God is not gone. 
When every earthly support collapses, the Rock has not moved. Faith stands in the smoke, 
opens the Book, and discovers that ashes make a poor throne for despair. 

 

 

4 of 10: The “Nevertheless” Passages – Habakkuk Rejoiced With an Empty Field and a 
Bare Stall 

Key Passage: Habakkuk 3:17–19 

“Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the 
olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and 
there shall be no herd in the stalls: Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my 
salvation. The LORD God is my strength, and he will make my feet like hinds’ feet, and he 
will make me to walk upon mine high places. To the chief singer on my stringed 
instruments.” 

Introduction 

Habakkuk closes with a song that begins in an empty orchard, passes through a barren 
field, and echoes across a silent cattle stall. There are no figs, no grapes, no olives, no 
grain, no sheep, and no cattle. This is not a farmer complaining because one section of the 
harvest performed below expectations. It is the collapse of the entire agricultural structure 



upon which life in Judah depended. Food, trade, livestock, income, and visible security 
have disappeared together. The prophet does not rename the losses, cover them with 
religious frosting, or pretend that bare branches are secretly producing an invisible bumper 
crop. He gives every failure its proper name. Then, after the fields have testified and the 
stalls have added their silence, Habakkuk says, “Yet I will rejoice in the LORD.” 
Circumstances have spoken; nevertheless, faith calls a better Witness. 

The word “yet” in Habakkuk 3:18 is the spiritual equal of “nevertheless.” It turns the 
sentence away from visible ruin and toward the unchanging Lord. The fig tree fails; yet the 
Lord remains. The vines are fruitless; yet the Lord remains. The olive disappoints, the fields 
produce no food, and the folds stand empty; yet the Lord remains. Habakkuk’s joy is not 
rooted in the hope that perhaps a cow is hiding behind the barn. It rests in “the God of my 
salvation.” Remove every visible gift named in the passage, and the Giver is still there. That 
is where counterfeit joy packs its suitcase and genuine faith begins to sing. Anybody can 
praise God when the barn is full and the table groans under the weight of provision. 
Habakkuk praises when the barn has become an echo chamber. 

This prophecy belongs first to Judah in the shadow of Chaldean invasion and divine 
judgment. Habakkuk was not a Church Age preacher promising Christians that every 
recession would end with a larger bank account. He spoke within Israel’s covenant setting, 
where national obedience and disobedience carried specific earthly blessings and curses 
under the law. Babylon was coming because Judah’s sin had ripened beneath years of 
warning. Yet the spiritual principle crosses the dispensational line without stealing Israel’s 
covenants. A Christian saved by grace through faith may lose possessions, health, income, 
freedom, loved ones, and earthly stability without losing Christ. Salvation does not 
guarantee a full stall; it guarantees an eternal Saviour. The world measures wealth by what 
can be stored in a barn. Faith measures wealth by what remains when the barn burns. 

1. Habakkuk Began With Questions, Not Pretended Answers 

The book opens with a burden and a cry: “O LORD, how long shall I cry, and thou wilt not 
hear!” Habakkuk saw violence, iniquity, grievance, strife, contention, and corrupted 
judgment within Judah. The law was slacked, the wicked compassed about the righteous, 
and justice proceeded in a twisted form. The prophet did not live in a quiet age where evil 
needed to be imagined for sermon material. He watched national corruption spread while 
divine intervention appeared delayed. His questions were sharp because the conditions 
were real. Faith does not require a man to call wickedness harmless or to smile sweetly 
while judgment is turned backward. Habakkuk brought the contradiction before God. He 
did not consult public opinion, political fashion, or the latest religious expert who could 
explain why moral collapse was actually progress wearing a new hat. 



There is a proper difference between questioning God and accusing God. Habakkuk 
struggled, but he struggled in God’s presence. He directed his questions upward because 
he still believed the Lord possessed the answer. Rebellion uses questions as crowbars to 
pry itself away from Scripture; faith uses them as hands reaching toward God for light. 
David asked, “How long wilt thou forget me, O LORD?” Job asked hard questions in his 
affliction. Jeremiah poured out grief over Judah’s ruin. The Bible does not present faith as a 
painted face incapable of admitting confusion. But neither does it enthrone confusion as 
the final authority. Habakkuk’s perplexity entered prayer. He remained close enough to God 
to hear the answer, even when that answer would shake him worse than the original 
problem. 

Modern religion often offers two dishonest substitutes. One side pretends that strong 
believers never struggle, while the other treats doubt as though it were a sacrament. The 
first produces actors; the second produces unbelievers with religious vocabulary. 
Habakkuk did neither. He did not hide the burden, and he did not build a house inside it. He 
brought the matter before the Lord and waited for revelation. A question becomes 
spiritually dangerous when the man asking it has already decided that no answer from 
Scripture will be accepted. Then the question is not a searchlight but a smoke screen. 
Habakkuk’s burden prepared him to hear God. The prophet who eventually rejoiced over 
empty fields first learned to stand before the Lord with an open mouth, an honest 
complaint, and a heart still willing to be corrected. 

2. God’s Answer Was More Severe Than the Prophet Expected 

The Lord answered that He was raising up the Chaldeans, “that bitter and hasty nation,” to 
march through the land and possess dwelling places that were not theirs. Their horses 
would be swifter than leopards, their horsemen would spread, and their violence would 
gather captives like sand. This was not the gentle answer Habakkuk might have expected. 
He had asked why God tolerated wickedness in Judah, and God replied that judgment was 
already approaching in the form of Babylon. The prophet wanted the Lord to address 
corruption, but he had not expected a pagan empire to become the rod. God’s answers do 
not always arrive wrapped in the paper human preference selected. Sometimes heaven 
answers prayer by revealing that the situation is more serious than the petitioner imagined. 

Habakkuk then faced a second problem: how could the holy God use a nation more wicked 
than Judah to chastise His people? He asked why God would hold His tongue “when the 
wicked devoureth the man that is more righteous than he.” The Chaldeans worshipped their 
own military power, sacrificed unto their net, and treated nations like fish dragged from the 
sea. God’s instrument was not innocent merely because God used it. Babylon remained 
proud, cruel, idolatrous, and accountable. The Lord can use a wicked nation without 



approving its wickedness, just as a man may use a dirty shovel without mistaking it for fine 
china. Divine sovereignty does not baptize human evil. Babylon would chastise Judah, and 
then Babylon itself would drink the cup of judgment. 

The coming invasion explains the devastation in Habakkuk’s final song. The empty fields 
were not an abstract exercise in positive thinking. War would ravage the land, disrupt 
cultivation, destroy livestock, and remove ordinary sources of food. Judah had violated the 
covenant, rejected warnings, filled the nation with idolatry and violence, and now faced the 
earthly judgment promised under the law. This setting must not be erased. The Church is 
not Judah, America is not covenant Israel, and Habakkuk 3 is not a coded promise that 
every modern nation will receive Israel’s exact treatment. Yet God’s holiness has not 
softened with age. Sin still carries consequences, nations remain accountable to their 
Creator, and churches cannot mock truth indefinitely without loss. Grace is not God putting 
on spectacles too weak to see rebellion. 

3. “The Just Shall Live by His Faith” Became the Hinge 

Habakkuk climbed spiritually into his watchtower and waited to hear what God would say. 
The Lord told him to write the vision plainly, for it was appointed and would surely come. 
Then came the great dividing line of Habakkuk 2:4: “Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not 
upright in him: but the just shall live by his faith.” Babylon was swollen with pride, trusting 
military strength, conquest, and plunder. The just man stood upon another foundation. He 
lived by faith in what God had spoken, even while the vision appeared to tarry. Pride looks 
inward at its own power; faith looks upward at God’s word. One struts across the stage for 
an hour. The other remains standing after the theater burns down. 

That verse travels through the New Testament with mighty doctrinal force. Romans 1:17 
uses it in presenting the righteousness of God revealed in the gospel. Galatians 3:11 
declares that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, “for, The just shall live by 
faith.” Hebrews 10:38 places it before the great record of faith in Hebrews 11. A sinner 
today is justified by grace through faith in the finished work of Jesus Christ, not by law 
keeping, religious ceremony, personal merit, or emotional endurance. Christ died for our 
sins, was buried, and rose again. Faith does not purchase salvation; it receives the Saviour 
who purchased it with His blood. Habakkuk’s national setting must be respected, but the 
Holy Ghost Himself carries the verse into clear Church Age doctrine. 

“The just shall live by his faith” also means that faith is not reserved for the pleasant 
afternoon when every prophecy has been fulfilled. The just man lives by faith while waiting, 
watching, and enduring. He lives before Babylon falls, before the field recovers, and before 
the reason for every divine action becomes plain. Sight wants the entire schedule printed, 



laminated, and signed before it will take one step. Faith obeys the light God has given. It 
does not invent revelation, but it refuses to despise what has been revealed because 
unanswered questions remain. Habakkuk did not receive a soft explanation that removed 
every difficulty. He received a sure word concerning God’s judgment, justice, and final 
triumph. Faith can live on certainty from God even when it cannot obtain details from 
tomorrow. 

4. The Prophet Named Every Visible Loss 

Habakkuk 3:17 moves through six distinct failures. The fig tree does not blossom. The vines 
bear no fruit. The olive crop fails. The fields yield no meat. The flock is cut off from the fold. 
The herd disappears from the stalls. The list travels from delicacies to necessities, from 
fruit cultivation to grain production, and from smaller livestock to larger cattle. Nothing in 
the agricultural economy escapes. The prophet does not say that conditions merely feel 
uncertain. He describes objective loss. Faith is not afraid of nouns. It can say “barren,” 
“failed,” “empty,” and “gone” without believing that any of those words is greater than God. 
Religious make-believe avoids naming the disaster because its confidence depends upon 
refusing to look at it. Biblical faith looks directly at the empty stall and then looks higher. 

Each loss also removes a different layer of ordinary security. Figs and grapes represented 
food, sweetness, trade, and the products derived from fruit. Olives supplied oil for cooking, 
light, medicine, and daily use. Fields producing no meat meant the grain supply had failed. 
Sheep and goats provided wool, milk, meat, and sacrificial animals. Cattle supported 
agriculture and represented substantial wealth. This was not a temporary inconvenience 
remedied by visiting a different marketplace. The entire structure of visible provision had 
collapsed. If Habakkuk’s joy had depended upon variety, comfort, income, or stocked 
cupboards, it would have died six deaths in one verse. God allowed the list to become 
complete so the foundation of the prophet’s joy could become unmistakable. 

Modern preaching often tries to make biblical faith respectable by reducing the severity of 
the trial. It assures the reader that the fig tree was not blossoming yet, the vines were 
probably resting, and perhaps the cattle had wandered to a neighboring stall. Habakkuk 
needs no such rescue. The stronger the loss, the clearer the testimony. He did not rejoice 
because he found a technical loophole in disaster. He rejoiced because God remained 
worthy when there was no loophole. Faith that requires the circumstances to be secretly 
favorable is merely sight wearing a choir robe. The prophet let the empty field be empty. He 
did not plant imaginary crops with religious vocabulary. He knew that God could be trusted 
in a famine without requiring the famine to pretend it was a feast. 

5. “Yet I Will Rejoice” Was a Deliberate Act of Faith 



The first word of Habakkuk 3:18 overturns everything in verse 17: “Yet.” The field has 
spoken; yet. The vines have failed; yet. The folds are empty; yet. This is not a denial of the 
previous verse but a refusal to let it become the last verse. Habakkuk’s “yet” does not 
change the condition of the orchard. It changes the direction of the prophet’s attention. He 
turns from the collapse of provision to the constancy of the Provider. Circumstances can 
determine what is in the stall, but they do not determine who sits upon the throne. Faith 
does not always silence the storm. Sometimes it raises a song loud enough to declare that 
the storm is not God. 

Habakkuk says, “I will rejoice.” The words express deliberate resolution. He does not say, “I 
will rejoice if a joyful feeling happens to visit me.” Feelings are real servants but miserable 
masters. They rise and fall with sleep, health, news, weather, pain, and a thousand changes 
in the body and circumstances. If worship must wait for the feelings to grant permission, 
the flesh has become the music director. Habakkuk chooses rejoicing on the basis of truth. 
He commands his response by fixing it upon the Lord. This does not mean he laughs at 
suffering or treats loss lightly. Habakkuk 3:16 says his belly trembled, his lips quivered, and 
rottenness entered his bones. His faith sang while his body still shook. 

Biblical joy can therefore coexist with grief, fear, weakness, and tears. Paul described 
himself as “sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing” (2 Corinthians 6:10). The two conditions are not 
contradictions when sorrow rests upon temporal suffering and joy rests upon eternal truth. 
A Christian can weep at a grave and rejoice in the resurrection. He can grieve the loss of 
earthly provision while thanking God for heavenly riches in Christ. He can feel the pressure 
of an empty cupboard without accusing the Saviour of becoming poor. Joy is not noise 
manufactured to drown out pain. It is confidence that pain has not changed the character, 
promises, or saving power of God. The shallow believer praises only when the package 
arrives. Mature faith can praise when the porch is empty because Christ is still on the 
throne. 

6. Habakkuk Rejoiced in the God of His Salvation 

The object of the prophet’s joy is stated twice: “I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God 
of my salvation.” He does not rejoice in loss, famine, invasion, or suffering. Pain is not holy 
merely because it hurts. The Lord is the object. Habakkuk’s grammar keeps him from 
worshipping the disaster. Some religious talk becomes so eager to sound spiritual that it 
almost thanks the knife for cutting. The Bible directs thanksgiving toward God, who 
remains righteous, wise, and merciful through every trial. Habakkuk could hate what sin 
had produced, tremble before approaching judgment, and still rejoice in the Lord whose 
holiness had not changed. His joy was not affection for barren fields; it was adoration of the 
God who remained above them. 



The title “the God of my salvation” reveals that Habakkuk possessed more than a general 
belief in providence. He knew the Lord as his Deliverer. In the historical setting, he looked 
to God’s preservation, vindication, and eventual judgment of Babylon. The final chapter 
also reaches beyond one local crisis in its majestic description of the Lord marching 
through the earth, threshing the heathen, and going forth “for the salvation of thy people.” 
The prophecy has a sweep that points toward God’s ultimate intervention and triumph. The 
proud empire would not remain forever, and Israel’s national story would not end in 
Babylonian captivity. Human kingdoms rise like weeds, announce permanent residence, 
and then become paragraphs in somebody else’s history book. God’s purpose keeps 
moving. 

For the believer today, salvation is anchored in Jesus Christ. The greatest ground of joy is 
not that God may improve earthly conditions, but that Christ has already settled the eternal 
condition of the saved sinner. The Christian has redemption through Christ’s blood, the 
forgiveness of sins, peace with God, eternal life, and a position in the risen Saviour. Those 
riches do not fluctuate with the stock market, disappear with a harvest, or require cattle in 
the stall. A thief can steal property but cannot break the seal of the Holy Spirit. Disease can 
weaken the body but cannot infect the righteousness of Christ. Death can separate the 
believer from earthly company but only brings him “to be with Christ; which is far better.” 
Salvation gives joy a foundation the undertaker cannot bury. 

7. The Lord Gave the Prophet Feet for High Places 

Habakkuk concludes, “The LORD God is my strength.” He does not merely give strength; He 
is strength. The prophet has moved from asking “how long” in chapter 1 to standing by faith 
in chapter 2 and singing of divine strength in chapter 3. The circumstances are more severe 
at the end than at the beginning, but Habakkuk’s view of God is greater. This is genuine 
spiritual progress. It does not always make the problem smaller; it makes the Lord larger in 
the believer’s sight. A man may enter prayer demanding that God remove the mountain and 
leave prayer prepared to climb it. The mountain did not win merely because it remained. If 
God supplies strength for obedience, the believer possesses something better than a 
landscape arranged for his convenience. 

The Lord “will make my feet like hinds’ feet, and he will make me to walk upon mine high 
places.” A hind moves securely across steep, dangerous ground where a clumsy animal 
would stumble. God did not promise Habakkuk a paved road across a level valley. He 
promised feet suited to the heights. Grace often works by fitting the servant to the terrain 
rather than removing the terrain from the servant. The modern religious consumer wants 
God to flatten every hill, pad every stone, and install handrails before he will call the path 
blessed. Habakkuk asks for no such spiritual nursery. If the Lord gives steady feet, the high 



place becomes a platform instead of a grave. The trial that threatened to throw him down 
becomes the ground upon which divine strength is displayed. 

The final line is addressed “To the chief singer on my stringed instruments.” Habakkuk’s 
conclusion was intended to be sung. The prophecy began as a burden and ended as music. 
The agricultural world had fallen silent, but the prophet’s instrument had not. There was no 
lowing from the cattle stalls, no bleating from the fold, and no rustling harvest in the field; 
nevertheless, a song rose to the Lord. That is the kind of music hell cannot understand. The 
devil knows how to accompany prosperity, because plenty has filled many churches with 
shallow noise. But a believer singing over an empty field is announcing that God is worth 
more than the gifts He gives. When the cupboard is bare and worship continues, faith has 
struck a note that circumstances cannot reach. 

Conclusion 

Habakkuk did not reach joy by denying judgment, minimizing loss, or escaping hard 
questions. He saw corruption in Judah, heard God announce the Chaldean invasion, 
trembled at the coming trouble, and described the resulting devastation without a single 
dishonest adjective. His faith was not protected by ignorance. It passed through revelation, 
fear, waiting, and the collapse of visible provision. Then it stood upon the truth that “the 
just shall live by his faith.” The prophet’s joy had been purified of dependence upon figs, 
grapes, olives, grain, sheep, and cattle. When every lesser support was removed, he 
discovered that the Lord had not moved one inch. Faith is not proved by what it says while 
counting abundance. It is proved by what it says when abundance can no longer answer. 

The Christian should not ask for empty fields merely to prove spiritual strength. Loss is 
painful, famine is terrible, and Scripture never commands a theatrical appetite for misery. 
But when God permits earthly securities to fail, the believer must know where joy actually 
lives. It does not live in possessions, health, applause, predictable income, comfortable 
routines, or favorable news. Those are gifts, and they should be received with thanksgiving, 
but they make poor gods and unreliable saviours. Tie joy to them, and joy will die whenever 
they do. Tie joy to Christ, and it possesses resurrection life. The fig tree may lose its 
blossom, but Jesus Christ is “the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.” A barren branch 
cannot alter an eternal Saviour. 

The cupboards could be empty, the fields barren, and the cattle stalls silent. Nevertheless, 
Habakkuk said, “Yet I will rejoice in the LORD.” He did not wait for Babylon to fall before 
trusting God. He did not require tomorrow’s harvest before worshipping today. He chose joy 
in the God of his salvation and received strength to walk upon high places. Let 
circumstances list every loss. Let the empty fold testify, the failed olive add its evidence, 



and the barren field deliver its report. When they have all finished speaking, faith still has 
one word left: “Yet.” That little word plants its feet upon the wreckage and points toward the 
throne. The field may forget how to produce, the stall may forget the sound of cattle, and 
the world may forget every reason to sing. Nevertheless, the Lord has not ceased to be 
God, and faith has not forgotten the tune. 

 

 

5 of 10: The “Nevertheless” Passages – Peter Let Down the Net After Experience Said 
Stop 

Key Passage: Luke 5:1–11 

“And it came to pass, that, as the people pressed upon him to hear the word of God, he 
stood by the lake of Gennesaret, And saw two ships standing by the lake: but the fishermen 
were gone out of them, and were washing their nets. And he entered into one of the ships, 
which was Simon’s, and prayed him that he would thrust out a little from the land. And he 
sat down, and taught the people out of the ship. Now when he had left speaking, he said 
unto Simon, Launch out into the deep, and let down your nets for a draught. And Simon 
answering said unto him, Master, we have toiled all the night, and have taken nothing: 
nevertheless at thy word I will let down the net. And when they had this done, they inclosed 
a great multitude of fishes: and their net brake. And they beckoned unto their partners, 
which were in the other ship, that they should come and help them. And they came, and 
filled both the ships, so that they began to sink. When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at 
Jesus’ knees, saying, Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord. For he was astonished, 
and all that were with him, at the draught of the fishes which they had taken: And so was 
also James, and John, the sons of Zebedee, which were partners with Simon. And Jesus 
said unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt catch men. And when they had 
brought their ships to land, they forsook all, and followed him.” 

Introduction 

The men in Luke 5 were not tourists experimenting with fishing on a pleasant afternoon. 
Simon Peter, Andrew, James, and John were working fishermen whose livelihood depended 
upon understanding the water, the nets, the weather, the habits of fish, and the proper time 
to labor. They had spent the entire night doing what experienced men knew how to do, and 
they had taken nothing. Morning found them outside their boats washing empty nets. The 
body was tired, the equipment was being cleaned, and the workday had ended without 
profit. Experience had spoken with the authority of aching muscles and an empty vessel. 
Then Jesus Christ, who had not spent the night pulling nets, told Simon to launch out into 



the deep and begin again. Every natural consideration said the opportunity had passed. 
Christ gave a command after failure had already filed its report. 

Peter’s answer exposes the struggle between experience and revelation: “Master, we have 
toiled all the night, and have taken nothing.” That sentence contained no exaggeration. They 
had worked, waited, cast, hauled, moved, and tried again. The night had not produced a 
poor catch; it had produced nothing. Yet Peter did not stop with the failure. He added the 
sentence that turns the entire passage: “nevertheless at thy word I will let down the net.” 
The empty boat had spoken; nevertheless, Christ had spoken. The weary body had spoken; 
nevertheless, Christ had spoken. Professional experience had spoken; nevertheless, Christ 
had spoken. Peter’s faith did not erase the night behind him. It placed the word of Jesus 
Christ above everything the night appeared to prove. 

This account belongs to the earthly ministry of Jesus Christ to Israel before the cross, 
burial, resurrection, and revelation of the Church as the Body of Christ. Peter was a Jewish 
fisherman being called into apostolic service, not a modern businessman receiving a 
formula for supernatural profits. The passage does not promise that every failed enterprise 
will become successful if a man tries once more with sufficient enthusiasm. Christ gave 
Peter a direct command and produced a specific sign revealing His authority. Nevertheless, 
the principle remains sharp for the believer today. When the written word of God speaks 
plainly, failure, fatigue, custom, expertise, and human probability possess no authority to 
cancel obedience. Experience may testify about yesterday. Only Christ has the right to 
command today. 

1. Christ Entered the Boat That Failure Had Emptied 

Luke says the people pressed upon Jesus “to hear the word of God.” The Lord stood by the 
lake of Gennesaret, which is another name for the Sea of Galilee, and saw two ships along 
the shore. The fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. To Peter, the 
boat was a workplace connected with a fruitless night. To Christ, it became a pulpit. The 
Lord entered Simon’s ship and asked him to thrust out a little from the land so He could 
teach the crowd. Before Christ filled the boat with fish, He filled the air around it with the 
word of God. The order matters. The miracle did not occupy the center; the word did. Men 
are usually eager for Christ to fill their boats while remaining strangely indifferent to what 
He teaches from them. 

Peter first obeyed in a small matter. He pushed the ship a little from shore and allowed the 
Lord to use it. Nothing spectacular happened to the nets during the sermon. No fish 
jumped voluntarily into the vessel, no money appeared beneath a seat, and no crowd 
applauded Peter for supplying maritime accommodations. He simply placed an ordinary 



possession at Christ’s disposal. God often begins with what lies close at hand: Moses had 
a rod, David had a sling, a widow had a handful of meal, and Peter had a boat. The Lord 
does not need impressive equipment, but He does require surrender. A boat consecrated 
to Christ becomes more useful than a cathedral controlled by men. God can preach from a 
fishing vessel; many religious professionals have proved that He can be excluded from a 
pulpit. 

Christ also met Peter at the point of his weariness. The Lord knew he had worked all night. 
He knew the nets were empty, the men were tired, and the washing had begun. Nothing in 
the passage suggests that Jesus misunderstood the occupation or overlooked the 
inconvenience. He deliberately entered the scene after human strength had spent itself. 
This does not mean God always waits for total failure before working, but failure has a way 
of clearing the stage of human boasting. If Peter had hauled in a record catch during the 
night, the fishermen could have credited technique, timing, or experience. By morning, 
every natural explanation had been washed as clean as the empty nets. The Lord chose a 
boat that had failed because He intended to reveal who truly governed the lake. 

2. The Command Collided With Professional Experience 

After teaching the people, Jesus said to Simon, “Launch out into the deep, and let down 
your nets for a draught.” The command was specific. Peter was not told merely to remain 
hopeful or think positively about fishing. He had to move the vessel, handle the equipment, 
and lower the nets again. The Lord also promised a result: “for a draught.” Christ did not 
say, “Try once more and perhaps luck will improve.” He spoke as the Master of the water 
and everything swimming beneath it. The command required labor, but the outcome 
depended upon His word. Peter would still push the boat, manage the nets, and call his 
partners, yet no fisherman could manufacture the multitude of fish waiting beneath that 
sentence. 

Everything about the command contradicted Peter’s experience. The best hours had 
passed, the men had already toiled, the nets had been cleaned, and their bodies needed 
rest. Peter knew how failure felt because he had been dragging it through the water all 
night. Human expertise therefore possessed evidence. But expertise becomes arrogance 
when it assumes that accumulated knowledge gives it the right to contradict the Lord. 
Experience is a useful servant and a miserable god. It can describe patterns, sharpen 
judgment, and warn against ordinary mistakes. It cannot bind the hands of Jesus Christ. 
The man who knows everything about fish may still know very little about the One who 
made them. 



The passage does not teach Christians to despise skill, training, or common sense. Peter’s 
ability as a fisherman remained useful when the nets filled. He knew how to operate the 
boat, signal his partners, and bring the catch toward land. Scripture commends wisdom, 
diligence, counsel, and preparation. The sin begins when those tools are promoted from 
servants to final authorities. A trained man may say, “Under ordinary conditions, this will 
not work,” and be entirely correct. But when God has spoken directly, ordinary conditions 
no longer govern the conclusion. The written word does not need an expert’s permission 
before it becomes true. A diploma can explain the lake; it cannot issue orders to its Creator. 

3. “Nevertheless at Thy Word” Put Revelation Above Results 

Peter began with the facts: “Master, we have toiled all the night, and have taken nothing.” 
He did not conceal his objection or pretend eagerness he did not feel. His statement 
carried weariness, disappointment, and professional knowledge. But then came 
“nevertheless.” That word turned Peter from the authority of the failed night to the authority 
of Christ’s command. “At thy word” supplied the entire ground of obedience. Peter did not 
lower the net because conditions had improved, because his energy had returned, or 
because the fish had become visible. He lowered it because Jesus said to do it. Biblical 
faith always needs that foundation. Without a word from God, boldness may be nothing 
more than stubborn flesh wearing religious suspenders. 

Peter’s sentence corrects two opposite errors. The first is unbelief, which allows past 
failure to veto present obedience. It says, “We tried before, nothing happened, and 
therefore God cannot require another step.” The second is presumption, which invents a 
command and expects God to honor it. Some men launch projects, assign the Lord’s name 
to their private ambition, and then accuse heaven when the net remains empty. Peter had 
an actual word from Christ. The Christian today possesses the completed King James 
Bible, not a license to convert every impulse into divine revelation. Faith says, “At thy word.” 
Presumption says, “At my desire.” The difference is as wide as the distance between a 
promise from God and a daydream with a verse taped to it. 

This is where obedience must outvote mood. Peter was tired, but the command remained. 
He was disappointed, but the command remained. His record for the night was empty, but 
the command remained. Feelings are not authorized to amend Scripture. A believer may 
not feel like forgiving, praying, witnessing, giving thanks, resisting temptation, assembling 
with the saints, or speaking truth. The flesh has an impressive collection of reasons, all 
conveniently available when obedience becomes costly. Yet the question is not whether 
the command agrees with the mood. The question is whether God has spoken. A Christian 
who obeys only when his feelings vote yes has enthroned the most temperamental 
member of the congregation. 



4. Peter Obeyed, but the Net Revealed the Measure of His Expectation 

Jesus commanded Peter to “let down your nets” in the plural. Peter answered, “I will let 
down the net” in the singular. The Holy Ghost preserved the wording, and the difference is 
difficult to miss. Peter obeyed, but his obedience appears measured by the 
disappointment of the night. One net seemed sufficient for a command that his experience 
still considered unlikely. We should not build an entire doctrine upon a change in number, 
but the narrative immediately records that “their net brake.” Christ had spoken of nets for a 
draught; Peter offered a net while still carrying the memory of nothing. Partial confidence 
can still move in the right direction, but it often arrives with containers too small for what 
God said. 

The great multitude of fishes did not enter the net because Peter had improved his method. 
The decisive change between the empty night and the overflowing morning was the word of 
Christ. The same lake, the same profession, the same boats, and the same tired men were 
present. What changed was that the Creator had spoken. Fish that had avoided expert 
fishermen all night gathered at His command. The creatures beneath the water proved 
more responsive to Jesus Christ than many men standing in church clothes above it. Wind 
obeyed Him, waves obeyed Him, devils obeyed Him, disease obeyed Him, death obeyed 
Him, and here the fish obeyed Him. Fallen man remains the creature most likely to demand 
further discussion. 

The catch became so great that the net began to break and both ships began to sink. Peter 
had expected enough to lower one net; Christ supplied enough to overwhelm two vessels. 
This was not a promise of material abundance for every obedient believer. Many apostles 
later suffered poverty, persecution, imprisonment, and martyrdom. The miracle was a sign 
revealing Christ’s authority and preparing Peter for his call. Yet it also demonstrated that 
the Lord is never limited by the failure that precedes His command. When Christ speaks, 
yesterday’s empty result cannot predict today’s outcome. Failure may provide information, 
but it does not possess prophecy. The empty net knew what had happened all night; it knew 
nothing about what the Lord would do next. 

5. The Full Net Exposed Peter’s Sinfulness 

When Simon Peter saw the catch, he did not fall upon the fish and begin calculating profits. 
He fell down at Jesus’ knees and said, “Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” The 
miracle revealed more than Christ’s power over nature; it revealed Peter to himself. Before 
the catch, he addressed Jesus as “Master.” After the catch, he called Him “Lord.” The filled 
net became a mirror in which Peter saw the majesty of Christ and the corruption of his own 
heart. True encounters with the holiness and authority of God do not inflate human self-



esteem. They puncture it. Isaiah saw the Lord and cried, “Woe is me!” Job said, “I abhor 
myself.” Peter saw divine power standing in his own boat and ceased being impressed with 
his professional résumé. 

Peter’s words, “Depart from me,” arose from conviction and fear. He knew he was unfit to 
stand near such holiness. Yet his request also exposed the sinner’s helplessness: if Christ 
departed, Peter’s only hope would leave with Him. Conviction makes a man aware that he 
deserves distance from God; grace brings God near enough to save him. The Lord did not 
obey Peter’s frightened request. He answered, “Fear not.” Christ had entered the boat 
knowing exactly what Peter was. The discovery of Peter’s sinfulness surprised Peter, not 
Jesus. The Lord does not call sinners because He has mistaken them for spotless saints. 
He knows the whole record and still commands them to follow Him. 

Modern religion often treats conviction as an injury to be prevented. It wants sermons that 
affirm the listener, protect his pride, and assure him that his main difficulty is failing to 
appreciate his own worth. Peter needed no such scented nonsense. Standing before the 
Lord of glory, he did not announce that he was learning to celebrate his authentic self. He 
confessed, “I am a sinful man.” The gospel begins where that confession becomes honest. 
A sinner cannot be saved while defending the crime and rejecting the diagnosis. Salvation 
is by grace through faith, not by self-condemnation, but grace becomes precious when sin 
is seen for what it is. The man who thinks lightly of sin will always think lightly of the blood 
shed to redeem him. 

6. Christ Turned a Fisherman Into a Fisher of Men 

Jesus answered Peter’s fear with a calling: “Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt catch 
men.” Christ did not merely restore Peter’s emotional comfort. He redirected Peter’s life. 
The miracle concerning fish became an acted lesson concerning souls. Peter had spent his 
years drawing living fish out of the water to die; now he would proclaim a message through 
which dying men could receive life. The skills, endurance, and patience developed in 
fishing would be placed beneath a higher commission. Christ did not despise Peter’s 
occupation, but He claimed the man for eternal work. The Lord who filled Peter’s net now 
intended to fill his mouth with the word of God. 

The phrase “from henceforth” marked a dividing line. Peter’s past did not determine the 
limit of his future service. He was impulsive, outspoken, and far from mature. He would 
later rebuke the Lord, boast beyond his strength, sleep in Gethsemane, draw a sword 
foolishly, and deny Christ three times. Yet Jesus already knew what grace would produce 
after failure, restoration, resurrection, and the coming of the Holy Ghost. In Acts 2, the 
fisherman would stand and preach, and about three thousand souls would receive the 



word. Peter’s failures were real, but Christ’s calling was greater. The Lord can use a rough 
vessel without pretending the roughness is holiness. Grace cleans, corrects, fills, and 
appoints the vessel for the Master’s use. 

Peter’s call as an apostle must remain distinct from the commission of every believer. 
Christians today are not all apostles, do not possess apostolic signs, and should not steal 
Peter’s office. Nevertheless, every saved person has received the ministry of reconciliation 
and bears responsibility to make the gospel known. The Church is not called to attract men 
with entertainment, manipulate them with sales techniques, or disguise the offense of the 
cross beneath religious marketing. Fish are not caught by holding committee meetings 
about the attractiveness of the net. Men are reached through the preaching of Christ 
crucified, buried, and risen. The power is in the gospel, not in the polish of the fisherman. 

7. They Brought the Ships to Land and Forsook All 

Luke 5:11 gives the final response: “And when they had brought their ships to land, they 
forsook all, and followed him.” The miracle produced the greatest commercial success of 
their fishing lives, and at that very moment they left the business to follow Christ. They did 
not mistake the full boats for the final purpose of the Lord’s command. The fish revealed 
the Master; once they saw Him, the catch lost its power to hold them. Prosperity preaching 
would have advised Peter to franchise the method, sell seminars on supernatural fishing, 
and announce a conference titled “Deep-Water Increase.” Peter walked away from the 
merchandise. The miracle was a signpost, and he possessed enough sense not to build his 
house beneath the sign. 

To forsake all did not mean Peter ceased every family responsibility or never touched 
another fishing net. Scripture later shows him fishing again in John 21, and Christ dealt with 
him there after the resurrection. The statement describes the decisive surrender of 
occupation, security, and personal direction to the call of Christ. Peter’s boat, skill, time, 
future, and life came under new ownership. Following Christ is not adding religious 
decoration to a life still governed by self. It means the Lord possesses the right to 
command. The believer today is saved freely by grace, but the One who bought him with a 
price rightly demands that he glorify God in body and spirit. Grace abolishes the price of 
salvation; it does not abolish the claims of the Saviour. 

The sequence of the passage is exact. Peter heard the word, obeyed the command, 
witnessed Christ’s power, confessed his sinfulness, received the call, and followed the 
Lord. The full net was not the conclusion; discipleship was. God may use earthly success, 
earthly failure, or both to detach a believer from confidence in himself. Empty nets 
humbled Peter’s expertise, and full nets exposed Christ’s glory. One showed what Peter 



could accomplish after a night of labor; the other showed what Christ could do with a 
sentence. Between the two stood “nevertheless at thy word.” That is the bridge from human 
inability to obedient usefulness. The Lord did not need Peter’s success, but He did require 
Peter’s surrender. 

Conclusion 

Peter’s experience was not false. He had toiled all night and taken nothing. His body was 
tired, his equipment had been washed, and every professional instinct told him that 
another attempt would waste time. But Christ’s command did not ask experience to 
approve it. “Launch out into the deep” came from the One who made the lake, created the 
fish, and knew the location of every creature beneath the surface. Peter’s expertise could 
describe ordinary fishing conditions; it could not overrule the Lord of creation. When 
human knowledge and divine revelation stand in conflict, knowledge must remove its hat 
and take a lower seat. The Bible is not hostile to facts. It simply refuses to let facts be 
interpreted as though Jesus Christ were absent. 

“Nevertheless at thy word” remains the heart of obedient faith. The believer does not deny 
yesterday’s failure, ignore present weakness, or pretend that obedience is easy. He places 
all of it beneath the written word of God. The culture may oppose the Book; nevertheless, at 
Thy word. Religious tradition may contradict the Book; nevertheless, at Thy word. Personal 
preference may resist the Book; nevertheless, at Thy word. The flesh may be tired, the net 
may be empty, and the critics may possess impressive credentials; nevertheless, at Thy 
word. A Christian does not need to understand every result before obeying. He needs to 
know what God said. Obedience is faith with its work clothes on. 

The empty boat had spoken, the weary body had spoken, and professional knowledge had 
spoken. None of them had lied, but none possessed the final authority. Jesus Christ spoke 
last. Peter lowered the net and discovered that the failure of the previous night had placed 
no limit upon the power of the present command. The fish obeyed their Creator, the net 
filled, the ships sank low, and the fisherman fell at the Lord’s knees. What began as another 
cast ended as a call to catch men. Failure said stop. Experience said the opportunity had 
passed. Weariness said wait for another night. Nevertheless, Peter answered with the 
sentence every servant of God must learn before he will be useful: “At thy word I will let 
down the net.” 

 

 

6 of 10: The “Nevertheless” Passages – Christ Submitted When the Cup Stood Before 
Him 



Key Passage: Luke 22:39–46 

“And he came out, and went, as he was wont, to the mount of Olives; and his disciples also 
followed him. And when he was at the place, he said unto them, Pray that ye enter not into 
temptation. And he was withdrawn from them about a stone’s cast, and kneeled down, and 
prayed, Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my 
will, but thine, be done. And there appeared an angel unto him from heaven, strengthening 
him. And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly: and his sweat was as it were great 
drops of blood falling down to the ground. And when he rose up from prayer, and was come 
to his disciples, he found them sleeping for sorrow, And said unto them, Why sleep ye? rise 
and pray, lest ye enter into temptation.” 

Introduction 

Gethsemane is holy ground. The Son of God kneels beneath the shadow of the cross while 
His disciples sleep within walking distance. Judas is approaching, the officers are 
preparing, the priests have settled their murderous counsel, and Calvary waits beyond the 
darkness. Jesus Christ knows exactly what lies ahead. He will be betrayed, falsely accused, 
mocked, scourged, crucified, and numbered with transgressors. More dreadful than the 
nails, thorns, and Roman cruelty is the cup appointed by the Father: the sinless Lamb will 
bear our sins in His own body on the tree. Luke does not permit us to rush casually through 
the garden on the way to the empty tomb. He makes us stand where the Lord’s sweat falls 
“as it were great drops of blood” and hear the perfect Son pray, “nevertheless not my will, 
but thine, be done.” 

That “nevertheless” is not the surrender of unbelief, the correction of rebellion, or the 
taming of a sinful desire. There was no sin in Jesus Christ to correct. He “knew no sin,” “did 
no sin,” and in Him “is no sin.” The prayer reveals the reality of His sinless humanity and the 
perfection of His obedience. The prospect of bearing sin and enduring judgment was not 
attractive to the Holy One. He did not approach the cup with the numbness of a machine or 
the theatrical calm of an actor who knew the scene was artificial. The agony was real 
because the incarnation was real. Yet His submission was flawless. The flesh recoiled 
without rebelling, the soul was sorrowful without sinning, and the obedient Son placed the 
Father’s will above the dreadful path before Him. 

Gethsemane ruins the shallow doctrine that faith exists mainly to remove pain, secure 
comfort, increase wealth, and arrange pleasant circumstances. The greatest Man of faith 
who ever walked the earth did not pray His way out of the cross. He prayed His way through 
the will of the Father and then arose to meet His betrayer. The modern religious salesman 
promises that enough faith will empty every cup, flatten every hill, and place a cushion 



beneath every cross. Gethsemane stands with its sword drawn against that scented 
foolishness. Sometimes faith receives deliverance from suffering. Sometimes faith 
receives strength to obey within suffering. The highest victory is not always escape. It is 
perfect surrender to God when the appointed road leads directly through the darkness. 

1. Christ Entered the Garden Knowing What Awaited Him 

Luke says Jesus went “as he was wont, to the mount of Olives.” Gethsemane was not an 
accidental hiding place chosen in confusion. It was familiar ground where the Lord had 
often resorted with His disciples. John 18:2 says Judas knew the place because “Jesus 
ofttimes resorted thither with his disciples.” Christ therefore entered a location known to 
the betrayer. He was not attempting to vanish into the night. The Good Shepherd walked 
deliberately toward the place where those seeking Him could find Him. Judas did not 
outmaneuver Christ, and the arresting party did not catch the Son of God by surprise. The 
garden was not a trap into which Jesus stumbled; it was part of the road He knowingly 
travelled toward Calvary. 

Everything about the Lord’s passion unfolded according to divine foreknowledge and 
purpose. Acts 2:23 says He was “delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge 
of God,” although wicked men remained guilty for taking and crucifying Him. Divine 
sovereignty did not excuse Judas, Caiaphas, Pilate, Herod, or the mob. They acted willingly 
from corrupt hearts, yet none of them pushed God’s plan off course. Psalm 22 had 
described the piercing, mockery, and divided garments. Isaiah 53 had declared that the 
Servant would be wounded for our transgressions. Christ repeatedly told His disciples that 
He would be betrayed, killed, and raised again. Prophecy did not drag an unwilling victim to 
Calvary. It revealed beforehand the voluntary obedience of the Lamb. 

Jesus had already said in John 10:18, “No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of 
myself.” He possessed authority to lay down His life and authority to take it again. At His 
arrest, one declaration of “I am he” sent the armed company backward to the ground. He 
could have called more than twelve legions of angels. The cross was not proof that Christ 
lacked power to escape; it was proof that love and obedience restrained the power He 
possessed. Men like to imagine that strength means avoiding every humiliation. 
Gethsemane reveals a greater strength: omnipotence submitting itself to the redemptive 
purpose of God. He who could have destroyed His enemies allowed them to bind His 
hands because those hands were going to be pierced for sinners. 

2. The Cup Was More Than Physical Death 

Jesus prayed, “Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me.” Scripture uses the cup 
as a picture of an appointed portion, frequently involving divine wrath and judgment. Psalm 



75:8 speaks of a cup in the Lord’s hand whose dregs the wicked shall drink. Isaiah 51 
describes Jerusalem drinking “the cup of his fury.” Jeremiah 25 presents the wine cup of 
God’s wrath given to nations. Christ had previously asked James and John whether they 
could drink of the cup He would drink. In Gethsemane, that figure reaches its solemn 
fulfillment. The cup involved suffering and death, but it cannot be reduced to fear of Roman 
execution. Many martyrs later faced physical death with calm because Christ had already 
faced what none of them could bear for themselves. 

At Calvary, the sinless Son would be “made…to be sin for us” so that believers might be 
“made the righteousness of God in him” (2 Corinthians 5:21). This does not mean Christ 
became morally sinful or ceased to be holy. It means He stood as the substitutionary sin 
offering, bearing the legal guilt and judgment due to others. First Peter 2:24 says He “bare 
our sins in his own body on the tree.” Isaiah 53 declares that “the LORD hath laid on him the 
iniquity of us all.” The cup held what divine holiness required against sin. Christ did not sip 
a symbolic discomfort and pose for religious artwork. He exhausted the judgment for every 
sinner who would come to God through Him. 

The physical sufferings of the cross were terrible, but the invisible transaction was deeper. 
Men scourged His back, drove nails through His hands and feet, pressed thorns upon His 
brow, and mocked Him beneath a sign. Yet the heart of the atonement was God dealing 
with sin through the appointed Substitute. The darkness from the sixth hour to the ninth 
marked something no Roman court could comprehend. Christ cried, “My God, my God, 
why hast thou forsaken me?” because He stood where guilty sinners deserved to stand. 
Calvary was not merely an example of courage or a political martyrdom. A gospel that 
removes substitutionary blood atonement leaves the cross standing like an empty gallows 
and calls the wreckage Christianity. 

3. His Sinless Humanity Truly Recoiled From the Cup 

The prayer “if thou be willing, remove this cup from me” reveals no moral defect in Christ. 
Aversion to becoming the sin bearer was perfectly consistent with His holiness. Death is an 
enemy, sin is abominable, and judgment is dreadful. The Son did not need to pretend 
otherwise. His sinless human nature did not welcome pain, shame, and death as though 
suffering were good in itself. Hebrews 4:15 says He was “in all points tempted like as we 
are, yet without sin.” His temptation was real, but no corruption answered it from within. In 
us, temptation often finds a traitor already hiding behind the gate. In Christ, it found nothing 
but perfect holiness and obedience. 

We must hold firmly to the biblical truth that Jesus Christ is fully God and fully man. “The 
Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us” (John 1:14). He did not cease to be God when 



He became man, nor did He merely appear human. He hungered, thirsted, became weary, 
wept, sorrowed, suffered, and died. Yet He remained the eternal Son, the express image of 
the Father’s person, and the One by whom all things consist. Gethsemane cannot be 
explained by cutting Christ into competing persons or imagining sin within Him. The one 
Lord Jesus Christ, possessing true deity and true sinless humanity, submitted perfectly to 
the Father’s will. Mystery does not authorize contradiction; it commands reverence. 

The Lord’s sorrow also separates biblical faith from religious stoicism. Christ did not prove 
strength by denying agony. Matthew records Him saying, “My soul is exceeding sorrowful, 
even unto death.” Mark says He “began to be sore amazed, and to be very heavy.” Luke says 
He was “in an agony.” These descriptions are not embarrassing details requiring a scholarly 
broom. They display the depth of what He willingly endured. A wooden idol feels nothing 
because it is dead. The living Son felt the full weight of the approaching hour and obeyed 
without one stain of unbelief. Courage is not the absence of anguish. It is faithfulness when 
anguish has spent its entire vocabulary. 

4. “Nevertheless” Revealed Perfect Submission 

The center of the prayer is the turn: “nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done.” Christ 
stated the real horror of the cup and then submitted without reservation to the Father. His 
“nevertheless” placed obedience above natural recoil. It did not mean the Son and Father 
were divided in redemptive purpose. Christ had come to do the Father’s will. Hebrews 10 
applies Psalm 40 to Him: “Lo, I come…to do thy will, O God.” From eternity, the purpose 
was one. In the garden, that eternal agreement was expressed through the obedience of 
the incarnate Son standing at the threshold of suffering. 

Submission is not passivity. Jesus did not collapse helplessly and call defeat the will of 
God. He prayed, arose, confronted the arresting party, protected His disciples, rebuked 
Peter’s sword, submitted to the authorities, testified before Pilate, carried the cross, and 
laid down His life. “Thy will be done” was not an excuse for inactivity; it was the governing 
principle of every action that followed. Modern religion sometimes uses surrender as a soft 
pillow for laziness. A man refuses to obey, prepare, speak, or stand, then murmurs 
something about leaving it with God. Christ’s submission had feet. When prayer ended, He 
walked straight toward the appointed hour. 

The prayer also exposes self-will, which lies beneath much religious activity. Men often ask 
God to bless what they have already decided, protect what He has told them to release, 
and finance what He never commanded. They treat prayer like a rubber stamp kept on 
heaven’s desk for approving human plans. Christ taught another order: “not my will, but 
thine.” For the Christian, the will of God is revealed first through the written word. No 



impression, dream, desire, opportunity, or emotional excitement may overrule Scripture. 
Submission begins where personal preference stops arguing with the Book. A man has not 
surrendered to God while reserving the right to edit every command that crosses his 
comfort. 

5. Agony Drove Christ Deeper Into Prayer 

Luke says, “And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly.” The agony did not drive Christ 
away from the Father but further into prayer. Trouble exposes what a man believes prayer 
is. If prayer is merely a religious decoration attached to convenient living, severe pressure 
will tear it away. If prayer is communion with God and submission to His will, pressure will 
intensify it. Christ did not treat prayer as a technique for securing the result He preferred. 
He prayed through the agony until obedience stood expressed without qualification. The 
garden was not a bargaining room where He attempted to renegotiate redemption. It was 
the altar upon which perfect submission declared itself before the sacrifice proceeded to 
the cross. 

An angel appeared from heaven, strengthening Him. The Creator of angels accepted 
ministry from a created messenger in the reality of His humbled human condition. The 
angel did not remove the cup, alter the plan, or shorten the road. Strength was supplied for 
the appointed obedience. This pattern appears throughout Scripture. God did not remove 
every enemy from Paul, but He said, “My grace is sufficient for thee.” He did not keep the 
three Hebrews out of the furnace, but He joined them in it. Divine help is not always an exit 
door. Sometimes it is strength enough to remain faithful when every visible exit stays 
closed. The shallow Christian wants wings to fly away; God may send strength to stand. 

Luke then records that Christ’s sweat “was as it were great drops of blood falling down to 
the ground.” The Bible gives the comparison and requires no medical lecture to make it 
impressive. The language conveys the severity and heaviness of the agony. Sweat fell from 
Him in great drops while the disciples slept. Before Roman hands touched Him, the burden 
of the approaching cup pressed upon Him in prayer. The first Adam sinned in a garden and 
brought death upon his descendants. The last Adam submitted in a garden and walked 
forward to bear death for sinners. Eden heard man say, in effect, “My will, not thine.” 
Gethsemane heard the obedient Son say, “Not my will, but thine.” 

6. The Disciples Slept While the Saviour Prayed 

Jesus had warned the disciples, “Pray that ye enter not into temptation.” When He 
returned, He found them “sleeping for sorrow.” Their grief was real, but sorrow did not 
excuse their failure to watch. Emotion had exhausted them while spiritual danger 
approached. Judas, soldiers, denial, scattering, and fear were near, yet the disciples slept 



at the hour when prayer was most needed. A man can be sincerely sorrowful and still be 
spiritually unprepared. Tears do not automatically produce vigilance. The flesh can turn 
grief into a blanket, pull it over the head, and sleep while the enemy walks through the gate. 

Christ asked, “Why sleep ye? rise and pray, lest ye enter into temptation.” He did not offer a 
seminar on understanding their sleep patterns. He issued a command. The hour required 
rising and praying. Modern religion would be tempted to affirm their exhaustion, protect 
them from guilt, and assure them that spiritual alertness should never feel demanding. 
Christ knew their frame better than any counselor and still said, “Rise.” Compassion does 
not eliminate command. The Lord had warned them because He knew what was coming, 
and they needed prayer more than another hour of sleep. A soft generation treats every 
discomfort as permission to suspend duty. Gethsemane shows sorrowful men who needed 
not pampering but prayer. 

Peter especially needed the warning. Earlier he had boasted that he was ready to go with 
Christ to prison and death. Before morning, he would deny three times that he knew Him. 
The man who trusted his courage slept through the prayer meeting and collapsed in the 
temptation. Self-confidence makes a poor night watchman. Peter had a sword, strong 
language, and sincere affection, but he lacked the spiritual preparation Christ 
commanded. He could swing steel at a servant’s ear yet could not confess Christ before a 
maid. Fleshly boldness is loud until the right pressure finds it. Prayer does not make the 
believer impressive; it keeps him conscious of dependence upon God. 

7. Christ Rose From Prayer and Walked Toward the Cross 

Luke says, “when he rose up from prayer.” Those words mark the visible result of 
Gethsemane. Christ did not remain prostrate indefinitely, waiting for the appointed path to 
become pleasant. Prayer brought the matter into full submission, and He arose. Soon 
Judas appeared with a multitude. Jesus met him without confusion and asked, “Judas, 
betrayest thou the Son of man with a kiss?” He healed the servant’s ear after Peter’s 
reckless stroke and declared, “this is your hour, and the power of darkness.” He knew the 
hour, the actors, and the darkness. None of it changed His course. The victory of obedience 
had already been displayed in the garden before the arrest occurred. 

From Gethsemane onward, men appeared to lead Jesus, but Scripture shows that He was 
moving according to the Father’s will. They led Him to the high priest, to Pilate, to Herod, 
back to Pilate, and finally to Calvary. Yet He was never merely the prisoner of events. He 
testified when truth required speech and remained silent when wicked curiosity deserved 
no entertainment. He endured mockery without surrendering holiness and suffering 
without abandoning purpose. The rulers imagined they were disposing of a troublesome 



Galilean. In reality, the Lamb of God was carrying out the only plan by which guilty men 
could be reconciled to a holy God. Human authority strutted around the courtroom while 
divine redemption moved through it unnoticed. 

At Calvary, Christ completed what Gethsemane anticipated. He drank the cup, bore sin, 
shed His blood, and cried, “It is finished.” The sacrifice required no continuation through a 
priesthood, no repeated offering upon an altar, and no human work added to complete it. 
Hebrews says that “by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.” He 
was buried and rose bodily the third day, proving that death had been defeated and the 
sacrifice accepted. The garden’s “nevertheless” therefore reaches all the way to the empty 
tomb. Submission did not end in meaningless suffering. It fulfilled redemption. The road 
through the cup led to resurrection glory. 

Conclusion 

Gethsemane shows faith at its purest because it shows perfect obedience when escape 
was possible but contrary to the appointed purpose of God. Jesus Christ did not deny the 
agony, minimize the cup, or treat suffering as imaginary. He named the desire plainly: “if 
thou be willing, remove this cup from me.” Then He placed the decisive word where it 
belonged: “nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done.” That sentence did not weaken 
Him. It revealed strength beyond anything the flesh understands. Anyone can call comfort 
a blessing. Christ obeyed when obedience meant betrayal, shame, judgment, and death. 
He did not submit because He lacked power to resist. He submitted because He 
possessed perfect love for the Father and for those He came to redeem. 

No believer can duplicate Christ’s redemptive suffering. He alone bore sin as the spotless 
Substitute, and His atonement is finished forever. Yet every Christian is called to learn the 
obedience displayed in His “nevertheless.” We may pray honestly for relief, healing, 
deliverance, provision, or a changed circumstance. God invites His children to bring 
requests before Him. But faith does not hold obedience hostage until the preferred answer 
arrives. It says, “Thy will be done,” and means it. Sometimes God removes the cup we fear. 
Sometimes He gives grace to endure what remains. In either case, faith bows to the 
wisdom of the Father rather than demanding that heaven arrange itself around human 
comfort. 

The flesh recoiled, the sweat fell, the disciples slept, and the cross waited. Nevertheless, 
the obedient Son arose and walked directly toward the will of His Father. He passed 
through betrayal, false accusation, scourging, nails, darkness, and death, then rose in 
triumph because the grave could not hold the Prince of life. Gethsemane forever silences 
the claim that suffering proves faith has failed. Here perfect faith did not escape the trial; it 



obeyed through it and turned the instrument of death into the ground of eternal salvation. 
The shallow gospel says, “Believe, and the cup will disappear.” The true gospel points to 
Christ and says, “Behold the Lamb of God.” He did not step around the cup. He drank it to 
the dregs so every believer in Him would never drink the wrath that sin deserved. 

 

 

7 of 10: The “Nevertheless” Passages – Jehoshaphat Looked to God When He Had No 
Answer 

Key Passage: 2 Chronicles 20:10–12 

“And now, behold, the children of Ammon and Moab and mount Seir, whom thou wouldest 
not let Israel invade, when they came out of the land of Egypt, but they turned from them, 
and destroyed them not; Behold, I say, how they reward us, to come to cast us out of thy 
possession, which thou hast given us to inherit. O our God, wilt thou not judge them? for 
we have no might against this great company that cometh against us; neither know we 
what to do: but our eyes are upon thee.” 

Introduction 

Jehoshaphat received the kind of news that makes royal advisers stop shuffling papers and 
military officers reach for maps. “There cometh a great multitude against thee from beyond 
the sea on this side Syria.” Moab, Ammon, and forces connected with mount Seir were 
advancing toward Judah, and they had already reached Hazazon-tamar, which is En-gedi. 
The danger was neither distant nor theoretical. The enemy was moving, the numbers were 
overwhelming, and Judah possessed no obvious strategy capable of turning the situation. 
Jehoshaphat did not greet the report with royal swagger. Scripture says plainly, “And 
Jehoshaphat feared.” The king felt what any honest man would feel when a great company 
approached and human resources appeared insufficient. But fear did not become his 
master. It drove him toward the Lord before it could drive him into folly. 

The great confession of the chapter is not polished military language: “We have no might 
against this great company…neither know we what to do.” A king stood before his people 
and admitted that the government had no answer. He possessed soldiers, officers, fortified 
cities, and administrative experience, but none of them was enough. Jehoshaphat did not 
pretend confidence in order to protect his image. Neither did he convert helplessness into 
hopelessness. He placed a colon after the confession and added, “but our eyes are upon 
thee.” The king did not know what to do, but he knew where to look. Faith does not always 
receive tomorrow’s map before today’s prayer. Sometimes it stands without might, 



method, or visible means and fixes its eyes upon the God who has never required human 
understanding before exercising divine power. 

This account belongs to Judah under the law and within God’s covenant dealings with 
Israel. Jehoshaphat was a Davidic king praying concerning a literal land, a literal invading 
army, and promises specifically connected with Abraham’s seed, Solomon’s temple, and 
national Israel. The Church must not confiscate Judah’s inheritance or turn this battlefield 
deliverance into a guarantee that every Christian’s earthly enemy will suddenly destroy 
himself. God gave Judah a direct prophetic word that the battle was His. Nevertheless, the 
spiritual truth is permanent. Believers today often reach places where wisdom runs out, 
strength proves insufficient, and circumstances refuse to explain themselves. At such a 
moment, admitting “we know not what to do” is not defeat if the confession ends with “our 
eyes are upon thee.” 

1. Jehoshaphat’s Earlier Compromise Had Already Taught Him a Severe Lesson 

Second Chronicles does not present Jehoshaphat as a flawless hero who never made a 
foolish decision. In chapter 18, he joined himself with wicked Ahab, king of Israel, and went 
with him to battle at Ramoth-gilead. Jehoshaphat asked whether there was a prophet of the 
Lord, but after hearing Micaiah’s warning, he still entered the battle. Ahab disguised himself 
while allowing Jehoshaphat to wear royal garments, which made Judah’s king a convenient 
target. Enemy soldiers surrounded Jehoshaphat, and he cried out. The Lord helped him and 
moved the attackers away. God’s mercy rescued a good king from a bad alliance, but mercy 
did not rename the alliance wisdom. A saved man can survive a foolish decision without 
receiving a certificate proving the decision was sensible. 

When Jehoshaphat returned to Jerusalem, Jehu the seer confronted him: “Shouldest thou 
help the ungodly, and love them that hate the LORD? therefore is wrath upon thee from 
before the LORD.” The rebuke was direct because the sin was dangerous. Jehoshaphat had 
treated cooperation with Ahab as politically useful while God saw it as helping the ungodly. 
The seer also said, “Nevertheless there are good things found in thee,” recognizing the 
king’s reforms and his heart toward God. Scripture neither canonizes Jehoshaphat’s 
compromise nor erases everything good because of one failure. God judges accurately, 
which is more than can be said for religious crowds that either excuse every sin of their 
favorite leader or bury him beneath one mistake. 

Jehoshaphat responded by strengthening spiritual and judicial order throughout Judah. He 
appointed judges and warned them that they judged not for man but for the Lord. He 
charged priests and Levites to act faithfully and “with a perfect heart.” That background 
matters when chapter 20 opens. The king facing invasion had already been chastened for 



depending upon an ungodly alliance. He had learned that Ahab’s army was no substitute 
for the Lord’s favor. God sometimes permits yesterday’s false support to collapse so a man 
will know where to look during tomorrow’s crisis. Jehoshaphat had tried political 
partnership and nearly died wearing the wrong king’s robes. When the great multitude 
approached Judah, he did not send to Ahab. Experience had finally taught him that a 
broken alliance makes a poor refuge but an excellent warning sign. 

2. Fear Moved the King to Seek the Lord 

Second Chronicles 20:3 says, “And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to seek the LORD.” 
The verse does not rebuke him merely for feeling fear. The decisive matter was what he did 
next. Fear can send a man toward panic, deception, compromise, anger, or prayer. 
Jehoshaphat deliberately “set himself” to seek the Lord. He did not drift into dependence 
by accident. He fixed his attention, ordered his response, and turned national danger into a 
summons for national prayer. Courage is not always a calm pulse. Sometimes it is a 
frightened man choosing the right direction while his heart is still pounding. 

The king proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah. The people gathered “to ask help of the 
LORD,” coming from every city to seek Him. This was not a public-relations performance 
added after the military council had settled everything. Prayer was the central action 
because Judah’s need exceeded Judah’s strength. Men often speak of prayer as though it 
were a decorative opening exercise before the important people begin working. They ask 
God to guide the meeting and then proceed as if He left during the first agenda item. 
Jehoshaphat understood that seeking the Lord was not preparation for the real strategy; it 
was the first and indispensable act of faith upon which every later step depended. 

Verse 13 presents a striking scene: “And all Judah stood before the LORD, with their little 
ones, their wives, and their children.” The crisis involved the entire nation, and the entire 
nation stood before God. The children saw their fathers seek the Lord instead of merely 
boasting about national strength. The families heard the king confess dependence instead 
of manufacturing political theater. There are lessons children learn only by watching adults 
face real trouble. If they see panic, compromise, and constant complaining, they learn that 
God is useful mainly when circumstances are easy. If they see parents open the Bible, pray 
honestly, obey plainly, and wait faithfully, they learn where a household looks when no 
human answer remains. 

3. Jehoshaphat Began With God, Not With the Enemy 

Jehoshaphat stood in the congregation at the house of the Lord and prayed, “O LORD God 
of our fathers, art not thou God in heaven? and rulest not thou over all the kingdoms of the 
heathen?” Before describing the invading army, he declared the sovereignty of God. The 



multitude approaching Judah was great, but it moved beneath a greater throne. Moab, 
Ammon, and mount Seir possessed soldiers, weapons, and plans; God ruled over “all the 
kingdoms of the heathen.” Prayer put the enemy back into its proper size. Men become 
giants when viewed without God in the frame. Place them beneath His throne, and their 
greatness becomes temporary dust wearing armor. 

The king continued, “in thine hand is there not power and might, so that none is able to 
withstand thee?” Judah had no might, but God possessed all might. The contrast is the 
backbone of the prayer. Jehoshaphat did not attempt to talk himself into believing that 
Judah was stronger than it appeared. He shifted the question away from Judah’s resources 
to God’s power. Faith does not require a weak man to imagine himself mighty. It requires 
him to trust the Almighty. Modern self-help tries to convince grasshoppers that they are 
secretly lions. Scripture teaches grasshoppers to look toward the Lion of the tribe of Judah. 

Jehoshaphat then remembered God’s covenant actions: “Art not thou our God, who didst 
drive out the inhabitants of this land before thy people Israel, and gavest it to the seed of 
Abraham thy friend for ever?” This was not generic confidence. The king appealed to what 
God had specifically promised and performed for Israel. The land belonged to Abraham’s 
seed by divine covenant, not because Judah had invented a territorial ambition and asked 
God to endorse it. Prayer gains strength from revelation. It does not inform God of forgotten 
obligations; it aligns the petitioner’s heart with what God has said. Jehoshaphat stood upon 
covenant ground because God had placed Judah there. 

4. The King Confessed Helplessness Without Surrendering to Hopelessness 

Jehoshaphat finally named the problem: the children of Ammon, Moab, and mount Seir 
had come to cast Judah out of God’s possession. Israel had not destroyed these nations 
during the journey from Egypt because the Lord had forbidden it. Deuteronomy 2 records 
God instructing Israel not to meddle with Moab, Ammon, or the children of Esau in their 
assigned territories. Jehoshaphat therefore appealed to the injustice of their invasion: 
“Behold, I say, how they reward us.” Judah had respected God’s restrictions, and now those 
spared nations had joined themselves against Judah. Obedience does not guarantee 
gratitude from the people who benefit from it. Some men repay restraint with aggression 
and mercy with contempt. 

The king asked, “O our God, wilt thou not judge them?” He did not demand personal 
revenge or pretend that Judah could administer perfect justice. He placed the matter 
before the Judge. There is a difference between asking God to judge evil and using religious 
language to baptize personal spite. Jehoshaphat’s appeal rested upon God’s covenant, 
God’s possession, and the unprovoked invasion. The enemies were not merely offending 



the king’s pride; they were attempting to dispossess the people from land God had given 
them. Faith may ask the Lord to intervene against wickedness, but it must do so with clean 
hands and scriptural ground, not because somebody dented our vanity and failed to send 
flowers. 

Then came the confession: “for we have no might against this great company that cometh 
against us; neither know we what to do.” Jehoshaphat did not confuse royal responsibility 
with omniscience. Leaders are often tempted to act certain because they fear that honest 
limitation will weaken confidence. The result is usually a confident parade toward a ditch. 
The king’s admission did not disqualify him from leadership; it displayed the most 
important wisdom a leader can possess. He knew the boundary of human ability. 
Ignorance becomes dangerous when pride disguises it as expertise. Confessed ignorance 
can kneel. Pretended omniscience never gets its knees dirty. 

5. “Our Eyes Are Upon Thee” Gave Faith Its Direction 

The confession did not end with “we know not what to do.” Had it ended there, Judah would 
merely have announced helplessness. Jehoshaphat added, “but our eyes are upon thee.” 
That “but” prevented weakness from becoming despair. Judah lacked might, but God 
lacked nothing. The king lacked a plan, but God had not misplaced His wisdom. The enemy 
was moving, but the Lord was not surprised. Faith does not always know the method of 
deliverance; it knows the Source. A compass does not remove the wilderness, but it keeps 
the traveller from wandering in circles. Jehoshaphat’s eyes were fixed upon the only 
direction from which a sufficient answer could come. 

Looking to God is more than religious language. It means refusing to let fear dictate the next 
act while waiting upon the Lord’s word. Psalm 123:2 says, “our eyes wait upon the LORD 
our God, until that he have mercy upon us.” Hebrews 12:2 tells believers to look “unto 
Jesus the author and finisher of our faith.” The eye of faith fixes upon God’s character, word, 
and faithfulness. It does not stare at the enemy until the enemy fills the whole horizon. 
Many believers study their problem with greater devotion than they study Scripture, then 
wonder why anxiety has become their most developed doctrine. Whatever occupies the 
eye will soon govern the heart. 

As Judah stood before the Lord, the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jahaziel, a Levite of the 
sons of Asaph. God answered through a named man in the assembled congregation: “Be 
not afraid nor dismayed by reason of this great multitude; for the battle is not yours, but 
God’s.” The multitude remained great, but its greatness no longer determined the outcome. 
Judah had brought the matter to the Lord, and the Lord claimed the battle. This was a direct 
prophetic word for that historical crisis. Christians today must not invent similar promises 



whenever they dislike an opponent. Our authority is the completed Scripture. But where 
God has spoken, fear must yield its chair. The battle did not become God’s because Judah 
repeated a slogan; it was God’s because God said so. 

6. Judah Praised Before the Battlefield Changed 

Jahaziel instructed Judah to go down against the invaders the next day but said, “Ye shall 
not need to fight in this battle.” They were to set themselves, stand still, and see the 
salvation of the Lord. Standing still did not mean remaining at home. They still had to go out 
and face the location where the enemy would appear. Faith obeyed the directions while 
leaving the result to God. Some men use “stand still” to excuse laziness; others use activity 
to disguise unbelief. Judah had to march and stand, but God would do the fighting. 
Obedience occupied its proper place without pretending to accomplish what only divine 
power could perform. 

Jehoshaphat bowed with his face to the ground, and all Judah worshipped. Then the Levites 
stood to praise the Lord “with a loud voice on high.” Notice the timing: the enemy had not 
yet fallen. The field was still occupied, the multitude still armed, and no spoil had been 
gathered. Praise answered the promise before sight confirmed the victory. That is faith. 
Anybody can sing after the enemy is dead and the treasure counted. Judah sang while the 
threatening army still existed because God’s word had settled the outcome. Worship was 
not used to create reality through sound; it responded to reality as declared by God. They 
did not praise to manipulate heaven. They praised because heaven had spoken. 

The next morning Jehoshaphat appointed singers to go before the army, praising the beauty 
of holiness and saying, “Praise the LORD; for his mercy endureth for ever.” The choir 
occupied the front, not because music possessed magical military power, but because 
faith in God’s word governed the procession. This was not a worship concert designed to 
improve morale while generals secretly handled the serious business. Praise announced 
who truly owned the battle. Religious showmanship puts singers on a platform so people 
can admire performers. Judah put singers before an army so everyone would remember the 
Lord. One arrangement advertises talent; the other confesses dependence. 

7. God Won the Battle Judah Could Not Fight 

“When they began to sing and to praise,” the Lord set ambushments against the invading 
forces. The children of Ammon and Moab turned against the inhabitants of mount Seir and 
destroyed them. Then Ammon and Moab turned upon one another until the great coalition 
had annihilated itself. Judah reached the watchtower in the wilderness and saw dead 
bodies covering the ground, “and none escaped.” The alliance looked powerful while 
united, but God did not need Judah’s sword to divide it. Wicked confederacies often 



contain the seeds of their own destruction. Men join hands against God and imagine that 
shared rebellion has produced permanent unity. The Lord touches the arrangement, and 
yesterday’s allies begin doing His judgment work upon one another. 

Jehoshaphat and his people gathered abundant riches and precious jewels from the fallen 
army. The spoil was so great that they required three days to collect it. On the fourth day 
they assembled in the valley of Berachah and blessed the Lord. The place received its 
name from that blessing. Judah had entered the wilderness expecting invasion and left with 
praise, spoil, and a testimony. God had turned the location of danger into the valley of 
blessing. Yet the chapter does not teach that every crisis will produce financial abundance. 
The spoil belonged to this specific deliverance. The permanent lesson is not that trouble 
always ends with heavier pockets, but that God remains able to bring His people through 
circumstances where human calculation sees no road. 

Judah returned to Jerusalem “with joy; for the LORD had made them to rejoice over their 
enemies.” The fear of God fell upon surrounding kingdoms, and Jehoshaphat’s realm was 
quiet because God gave him rest. But Scripture later records that Jehoshaphat again joined 
himself with wicked Ahaziah in a shipping enterprise, and the vessels were broken. One 
great victory does not make a man immune to later foolishness. Yesterday’s faith cannot 
serve as a lifetime substitute for today’s obedience. The same king who looked to God 
when he had no answer later had to be rebuked for another ungodly association. The Bible 
records the victory honestly and the relapse honestly. Grace writes history without hiring a 
publicist. 

Conclusion 

Jehoshaphat’s confession remains one of Scripture’s clearest statements of dependent 
faith: “We have no might…neither know we what to do: but our eyes are upon thee.” He 
admitted weakness without worshipping it. He confessed ignorance without enthroning 
confusion. He feared, but he set himself to seek the Lord. He lacked a military answer, but 
he possessed covenant promises and access to the God of heaven. Faith does not require 
a man to pretend he knows what he does not know. It requires him to look in the right 
direction while waiting for God’s word. Helplessness says, “I cannot.” Hopelessness adds, 
“Neither can God.” Jehoshaphat stopped after the first confession and looked upward. 

The Christian today is not Judah marching against Moab, Ammon, and mount Seir. Our 
warfare is spiritual, our weapons are not carnal, and no believer should seize this chapter 
as a promise that every earthly opponent will fall without resistance. Yet we know the same 
sovereign God through Jesus Christ. We possess the completed word of God, the 
indwelling Holy Spirit, access to the throne of grace, and promises that cannot fail. When 



wisdom is lacking, we may ask of God. When anxiety presses, we may bring requests with 
thanksgiving. When opposition rises, we may put on the whole armour of God. We may not 
know the method, timing, or earthly outcome, but we know the Saviour whose cross and 
empty tomb have already settled the eternal battle. 

Judah had no might, the enemy was already moving, and the king had no plan. 
Nevertheless, their eyes were upon God. The Lord answered, claimed the battle, sent His 
people forward with praise, and destroyed the multitude they could not defeat. The 
battlefield that should have become Judah’s grave became a witness to God’s power. Let 
human strength reach its limit. Let the advisers run out of diagrams. Let the enemy stand 
where every calculation says defeat is certain. Faith does not need to invent an answer 
when it knows where to look. Sometimes the holiest and wisest sentence a believer can 
speak is, “Lord, I do not know what to do.” But he must finish the sentence as Jehoshaphat 
did: “Nevertheless, mine eyes are upon thee.” 

 

 

8 of 10: The “Nevertheless” Passages – The Three Hebrews Stood Firm Even If God Did 
Not Deliver 

Key Passage: Daniel 3:16–18 

“Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, 
we are not careful to answer thee in this matter. If it be so, our God whom we serve is able 
to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. 
But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the 
golden image which thou hast set up.” 

Introduction 

Daniel 3 places three Hebrew men before the most powerful ruler in the known world, with 
a golden image behind them and a burning furnace waiting nearby. Nebuchadnezzar had 
issued the command, government officials had assembled, the orchestra was prepared, 
and the penalty had been announced. When the music sounded, everyone was required to 
fall down and worship the image. Compliance demanded only a brief bend of the knees. 
The crowd would approve it, the king would reward it, and the furnace would remain safely 
at a distance. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego could have bowed outwardly while 
claiming that their hearts still belonged to God. Religious compromisers have 
manufactured that excuse in every century. These three Hebrews understood that knees 
preach sermons too, and theirs would not preach obedience to an idol. 



Their answer contains one of the boldest statements of faith in the Bible: “Our God whom 
we serve is able to deliver us.” They possessed no doubt concerning God’s power. The 
furnace might consume men, but it could not intimidate the Creator of fire. Yet the next 
words lift their testimony above religious presumption: “But if not.” They did not claim that 
God was obligated to rescue them because they had obeyed Him. They did not attach their 
faithfulness to a guaranteed miracle. God was able to deliver, but their loyalty did not 
depend upon His choosing to do so. If the Lord removed the furnace, they would serve Him. 
If He met them inside it, they would serve Him. If He allowed them to die in it, they would 
still refuse the image. 

This account belongs to Jewish captives living under Gentile dominion in Babylon. It is not a 
prosperity formula promising that every Church Age believer who takes a courageous stand 
will escape physical suffering. Hebrews 11 speaks of believers who “quenched the 
violence of fire,” but it also speaks of faithful saints who were tortured, imprisoned, stoned, 
afflicted, and slain. Faith appears in both testimonies. Sometimes God delivers His servant 
from death; sometimes He delivers him through death into His presence. Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego did not presume to choose the method. The king had issued his 
threat, the music had sounded, and the furnace had been heated seven times hotter. 
Nevertheless, three men remained standing because true faith would rather burn with God 
than bow without Him. 

1. Babylon Demanded Public Worship of Its Image 

Nebuchadnezzar constructed an image of gold sixty cubits high and six cubits broad on the 
plain of Dura. Daniel 2 had presented him as the head of gold in a divinely given dream, but 
Daniel 3 shows an entire image covered in gold. Whether the king intended a direct answer 
to the earlier dream is not explicitly stated, but the contrast is difficult to ignore. God had 
revealed that Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom would be followed by others. The king erected a 
golden monument demanding present worship. Human government has always enjoyed 
hearing that its authority came from God while developing sudden deafness when 
reminded that its authority is temporary. 

The king summoned princes, governors, captains, judges, treasurers, counsellors, sheriffs, 
and provincial rulers to the dedication. Babylonian religion marched beside Babylonian 
government. The ceremony carried official approval, cultural pressure, political power, and 
musical accompaniment. The image did not stand alone waiting for private admirers. The 
machinery of the empire surrounded it. Nebuchadnezzar understood something modern 
tyrants also understand: control the public act of worship, and you have reached beyond a 
man’s taxes into his conscience. The state was not asking the Hebrews to obey an ordinary 



civil regulation. It was commanding them to give religious honor where God had forbidden 
it. 

The law of Moses was plain: “Thou shalt have no other gods before me. Thou shalt not 
make unto thee any graven image…Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them” (Exodus 20:3–
5). These men did not need a committee to determine whether Nebuchadnezzar’s 
command presented an ethical complication. God had already spoken. Civil authority 
deserves proper obedience, but no ruler possesses authority to cancel divine command. 
When the state commands what God forbids or forbids what God commands, “We ought to 
obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). Government is ordained by God; it is not God. A 
crown can command the body, but it cannot lawfully climb onto the throne of the 
conscience. 

2. The Music Turned Idolatry Into a Public Test 

The herald commanded that when the people heard the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, 
psaltery, dulcimer, and other instruments, they must fall down and worship the image. The 
music created a single public moment in which compliance could be seen immediately. No 
long confession was required. Nobody needed to understand Babylonian theology, join a 
temple, or sign a doctrinal statement. The empire wanted one outward act. Tyranny often 
begins by demanding something that appears small enough to excuse. Bend once, stand 
later, and tell yourself the Lord understands. But the man who rents his knees to an idol will 
soon discover that the landlord wants the whole house. 

Music did not sanctify the worship; it merely made idolatry easier to coordinate. Error has 
always enjoyed an orchestra. Emotion can move a crowd faster than truth, especially when 
the crowd has already been warned that nonparticipation ends in a furnace. The 
instruments were not sinful in themselves, but they were being employed in the service of a 
false god and a tyrant’s command. Music is not spiritually neutral merely because it 
produces a pleasant sound. It can carry truth toward the heart, or it can perfume rebellion 
until people bow with a smile. A golden image does not become holy because the band 
knows all the notes. 

The multitude fell down when the music sounded, but Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
remained upright. Their refusal made them visible. Faithfulness is easy to hide when 
nobody demands a decision. Babylon arranged the moment so that standing would attract 
attention. The three Hebrews did not protest with violence, interrupt the ceremony, or 
threaten the king. They simply refused to perform an act forbidden by God. Sometimes the 
clearest testimony is a Christian remaining upright while an entire culture kneels. He does 



not need to shout to be noticed. In a world bent double before an idol, a straight back 
becomes a trumpet. 

3. The Accusers Resented Hebrews Who Would Not Conform 

Certain Chaldeans came forward and accused the Jews. Their charge contained more than 
concern for royal policy. They reminded Nebuchadnezzar that he had appointed Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego over the affairs of Babylon and complained, “These men, O king, 
have not regarded thee.” The accusation smelled of resentment. The Hebrews were 
foreigners, captives, and beneficiaries of royal appointment, yet they refused to worship 
Babylon’s gods. Their accusers interpreted loyalty to God as disrespect toward the king. 
The world tolerates biblical conviction until that conviction says no to the world’s altar. 

The Chaldeans accused them of three offenses: they had not regarded the king, they did 
not serve his gods, and they would not worship the golden image. The first accusation 
distorted the issue. The Hebrews had served faithfully in Babylonian administration. Their 
refusal did not arise from laziness, treason, or personal contempt. They could serve the 
king in civil matters without serving his gods in religious matters. Biblical separation does 
not require incompetence or unnecessary hostility. A believer should perform lawful duty 
honestly. But when earthly service demands spiritual betrayal, faith must draw a line so 
clearly that even the accusers can describe it. 

Nebuchadnezzar responded with rage and fury. Idolatrous power becomes angry when 
worship is withheld because false gods survive on compulsory applause. The king 
summoned the three men and asked whether their refusal was deliberate. He offered them 
another opportunity. If they bowed at the next performance, all would be well. Compromise 
frequently arrives disguised as a second chance. The tyrant appears merciful because he 
offers time to reconsider, but the terms remain the same: bow or burn. Satan does not care 
whether a man kneels at the first invitation or the fifth, provided he eventually gets his 
knees. 

4. The King Challenged the Delivering Power of God 

Nebuchadnezzar ended his warning with a direct challenge: “And who is that God that shall 
deliver you out of my hands?” The issue was no longer merely the image. The king placed 
his own hands against the power of the God of Israel. He had previously acknowledged 
Daniel’s God after the interpretation of the dream, calling Him “a God of gods, and a Lord of 
kings.” But admiration after a miracle is not the same as submission before God. 
Nebuchadnezzar could praise Daniel’s God when divine revelation served his need, then 
challenge that same God when His servants resisted royal pride. Unsaved religion often 



keeps a shelf full of gods and gives each one a compliment, provided none claims the 
throne. 

The king believed the furnace made his question unanswerable. He controlled the 
sentence, the guards, the fire, and the timing. From a human standpoint, the Hebrews 
stood entirely within his power. But Nebuchadnezzar made the common mistake of 
measuring God by the size of the earthly instrument opposing His servants. Pharaoh 
trusted chariots, Goliath trusted height, Sennacherib trusted armies, and Nebuchadnezzar 
trusted a furnace. Proud rulers keep changing the weapon while repeating the same error. 
They imagine that because a weapon can destroy a man, it can defeat the God to whom the 
man belongs. 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to 
answer thee in this matter.” They were not saying they intended to speak carelessly. They 
meant that they did not need an elaborate defense, a delayed consultation, or a carefully 
negotiated compromise. God’s command had already settled the issue. Men become 
wordy when trying to explain why disobedience is complicated. These Hebrews required 
only a few sentences because conviction had made the matter simple. They respected the 
king’s office enough to address him, but they did not flatter his pride. Faith does not need to 
insult a tyrant; it merely needs to refuse his idol. 

5. “Our God Is Able” Affirmed Power Without Dictating Providence 

The Hebrews declared, “Our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery 
furnace.” Their confidence rested in God’s ability, not in their worthiness. They had no 
secret method for surviving extreme heat. They could not overpower the guards, disable the 
furnace, or persuade the crowd to revolt. Their bodies were as vulnerable to flame as any 
other men’s bodies. But the God they served had created the elements and established 
every law governing them. Fire burns only because God permits it to perform the work He 
assigned. The flame is a servant, not an independent kingdom. 

They also said, “and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king.” Whether by preservation 
from the fire or by death carrying them beyond Nebuchadnezzar’s reach, the king would not 
possess them permanently. He might control the furnace door, but he did not control 
eternity. A tyrant can imprison the body without chaining the soul. He can take earthly life 
without cancelling resurrection. Jesus later told His disciples not to fear those who kill the 
body but are unable to kill the soul. The world’s ultimate threat is death, but death is a 
broken sword against a man whose hope rests in the God of resurrection. 

Faith in God’s ability does not mean God must use that ability according to human 
demand. He was able to keep Abel from being murdered, yet Abel died. He was able to 



prevent Joseph’s imprisonment, yet Joseph entered the dungeon. He was able to spare 
Stephen from stones, James from the sword, and Paul from execution. His decision not to 
prevent their deaths did not reveal weakness. God’s power serves His wisdom, holiness, 
and purpose; it does not serve as a hired servant for human comfort. Omnipotence is not a 
vending machine that dispenses miracles when religious people insert enough confidence. 

6. “But If Not” Destroyed Counterfeit Faith 

The next words are the furnace in which religious presumption burns: “But if not.” The 
Hebrews believed God could deliver them, yet they refused to claim that He was obligated 
to do so. Their obedience did not depend upon receiving the outcome they preferred. They 
were not bargaining with God: “We will stand if Thou wilt guarantee our survival.” Their 
decision was already settled. If God delivered them, they would not bow. If He permitted 
them to burn, they would not bow. The miracle could change their circumstances, but it 
could not change their allegiance. 

Counterfeit faith reverses that order. It says, “Because I believe, God must heal me, enrich 
me, protect me, promote me, or remove my suffering.” It writes a personal demand, signs 
God’s name beneath it, and calls the forgery a promise. When the desired miracle does not 
occur, the false teacher blames the suffering person for lacking faith. That doctrine is 
cruelty wearing a bright tie. Biblical faith never doubts God’s power, but neither does it 
claim sovereignty over His decisions. Faith trusts God enough to leave the outcome in His 
hands. Presumption trusts itself and hires God as muscle. 

Their final declaration was absolute: “Be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve 
thy gods, nor worship the golden image.” They did not say they would reconsider if the 
furnace became hotter. They did not request a private exemption allowing them to bow 
when nobody was watching. Their loyalty had no escape clause. This is where faith 
becomes costly enough to prove genuine. A conviction that survives only while it protects 
comfort is not conviction; it is convenience carrying a Bible. The three Hebrews would 
rather lose their positions, reputations, freedom, and lives than give worship to another 
god. 

7. The Fire Burned Their Bonds but Could Not Touch Their Lives 

Nebuchadnezzar was filled with fury and commanded that the furnace be heated seven 
times hotter than usual. The command was irrational, since an ordinary furnace would 
have killed them, but rage is not famous for careful calculations. The strongest soldiers 
bound the Hebrews in their coats, hosen, hats, and garments and cast them into the fire. 
The furnace was so hot that the flames killed the men who threw them in. Babylon’s power 
destroyed its own servants before touching God’s servants. The king had increased the 



heat to make the punishment more certain and instead made the miracle more 
undeniable. 

Nebuchadnezzar then rose in astonishment and asked, “Did not we cast three men bound 
into the midst of the fire?” His counsellors confirmed it. The king answered, “Lo, I see four 
men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth 
is like the Son of God.” Babylon cast three bound men into the furnace, but the king saw 
four men walking. God did not merely cool the flames from a safe distance. His presence 
appeared with His servants in the place of judgment. The furnace burned their bonds while 
leaving their bodies untouched. What the enemy intended to destroy them became the 
instrument that set them free. 

The king called them out, and the officials gathered to inspect the evidence. The fire had no 
power over their bodies. Not one hair was singed, their coats were unchanged, and even 
the smell of fire had not passed upon them. God’s deliverance was complete enough to 
survive examination by hostile witnesses. Nebuchadnezzar then blessed their God, 
acknowledged their trust, and promoted them in Babylon. Yet the Hebrews had not stood in 
order to receive promotion. That came afterward and rested entirely in God’s choice. Had 
the chapter ended with ashes, their refusal would still have been right. A favorable result 
does not make obedience right; God’s word makes obedience right before the result is 
known. 

Conclusion 

Daniel 3 also casts a long prophetic shadow. A Gentile ruler erected an image, gathered the 
nations and languages, demanded universal worship, and threatened death against those 
who refused. Revelation 13 describes a future beast, an image, enforced worship, and 
death for those who will not comply. The historical setting in Babylon anticipates the 
pressure that will fall upon a faithful Jewish remnant during the Tribulation. The Church 
must not steal Israel’s place or confuse this furnace with the present Church Age. 
Nevertheless, Babylon’s image previews the final political-religious system in which 
government, false worship, economic control, and murderous coercion will again join 
hands. 

The Christian today may not stand before Nebuchadnezzar’s literal image, but idols still 
demand outward conformity. Culture commands believers to bow to sexual rebellion, 
religious pluralism, state-approved falsehood, and the doctrine that man may redefine 
what God created. The music changes, but Babylon still owns instruments. The pressure 
may come through ridicule, lost opportunity, institutional punishment, or social exclusion 
rather than a furnace. The answer remains: we may serve men lawfully, but we will not 



worship their gods. Grace saves freely, but saving grace does not teach a believer to rent 
his conscience to the highest bidder. 

The king had issued the command, the orchestra had played, the crowd had bowed, and 
the furnace had been heated seven times hotter. Nevertheless, three Hebrews remained 
standing. They knew God was able to deliver them, but their faith did not depend upon His 
doing so. “But if not” was not doubt; it was loyalty purified of self-interest. They would 
rather enter the fire with God than remain outside it beneath an idol. The Lord chose to 
preserve them, and the only things the flames consumed were the ropes Babylon had tied 
around them. True faith does not say, “God must keep me from the furnace.” It says, “God is 
able; but if not, I still will not bow.” 

 

 

9 of 10: The “Nevertheless” Passages – Job Trusted God With the Knife Already Raised 

Key Passage: Job 13:13–16 

“Hold your peace, let me alone, that I may speak, and let come on me what will. Wherefore 
do I take my flesh in my teeth, and put my life in mine hand? Though he slay me, yet will I 
trust in him: but I will maintain mine own ways before him. He also shall be my salvation: 
for an hypocrite shall not come before him.” 

Introduction 

Job 13:15 is not spoken from a comfortable chair by a man imagining how bravely he might 
handle trouble. Job has already buried ten children, lost his possessions, watched servants 
die, endured the collapse of his social standing, and suffered boils from the sole of his foot 
to the crown of his head. His wife has told him to curse God and die. His friends have 
arrived with sympathy, remained silent for seven days, and then turned the ash heap into a 
courtroom where Job must defend himself against charges they cannot prove. Job does not 
possess the opening chapters of his own book. He has not heard the conversation in 
heaven, does not know Satan’s accusation, and has not been shown how the story will end. 
He speaks from inside the darkness with the knife already raised: “Though he slay me, yet 
will I trust in him.” 

That sentence is not polished religious optimism. Job does not say he expects everything to 
improve by the weekend. He does not claim his children will walk back through the door, 
his skin will become whole by morning, or his property will suddenly return. He places 
death itself inside the statement. “Though he slay me” removes guaranteed earthly 
recovery from the bargain. Job’s trust is not a contract demanding that God preserve his 



present life in exchange for loyalty. If the hand he cannot understand allows the final blow 
to fall, he will still trust the God he cannot see. His faith is wounded, questioning, and 
surrounded by confusion, but it refuses to abandon the Lord. 

This book stands in a patriarchal setting before the giving of the law to Israel and long 
before the revelation of the Church as the Body of Christ. Job was not a Church Age 
believer possessing the completed New Testament or understanding his position in the 
risen Christ. We must not force later revelation backward into every sentence he spoke. 
Neither should we turn Job’s eventual restoration into a promise that every suffering 
Christian will receive double possessions before death. Nevertheless, Job exposes a 
timeless question: does a man fear God only because God has filled his hands with 
blessings? Satan said yes. Job’s suffering became the battlefield upon which that 
accusation was tested. The gifts disappeared, yet Job continued reaching for the Giver. 

1. Heaven Knew What Job Could Not See 

The opening chapter pulls back the curtain and reveals a heavenly conflict entirely hidden 
from Job. The sons of God present themselves before the Lord, and Satan comes among 
them. God directs attention to Job, describing him as “a perfect and an upright man, one 
that feareth God, and escheweth evil.” The word “perfect” does not mean Job was sinless. 
It describes his integrity and maturity before God. Job offered sacrifices, feared that his 
children might have sinned, and lived carefully. His character was not a religious costume 
stitched together for public admiration. God Himself testified concerning him before the 
adversary. 

Satan answered with the accusation that governs the book: “Doth Job fear God for 
nought?” He argued that Job’s devotion existed only because God had placed a hedge 
around him, blessed his labor, and increased his substance. Remove the blessings, Satan 
claimed, and Job would curse God to His face. The adversary reduced worship to a 
commercial transaction. According to Satan, Job loved the gifts and merely tolerated the 
Giver because the arrangement was profitable. The devil still preaches that doctrine 
through every prosperity pulpit that measures faith by health, wealth, comfort, and visible 
success. It turns worship into a business contract and treats God like the wealthiest 
customer in the store. 

The Lord permitted Satan to touch Job’s possessions while placing a boundary around Job 
himself. Later, Satan received permission to afflict Job’s body but was forbidden to take his 
life. These limitations reveal that Satan was not operating as an equal power contesting 
God’s throne. He required permission and remained within assigned boundaries. Job could 
not see those boundaries. From the ash heap, the catastrophe looked uncontrolled, but 



heaven had never surrendered its government. A trial may appear wild from inside the 
storm while remaining leashed before God. The believer does not always see the leash, but 
the devil has never slipped it. 

2. The Blessings Disappeared in a Single Day 

Four messengers arrived in relentless succession. The Sabeans stole the oxen and asses 
and killed the servants. Fire fell and consumed the sheep and more servants. The 
Chaldeans seized the camels and slew their keepers. Then a great wind struck the house 
where Job’s sons and daughters were gathered, killing them all. Each messenger ended 
with the same awful sentence: “and I only am escaped alone to tell thee.” Job had no time 
to absorb one loss before another voice arrived. Calamity did not knock politely, wait in the 
hallway, and make an appointment. It kicked down four doors at once. 

Job arose, rent his mantle, shaved his head, and fell upon the ground. Scripture does not 
condemn those acts of grief. He did not pretend the losses were insignificant or protect 
himself behind religious numbness. Then the verse turns: he “worshipped.” Job’s first 
response to devastation included both mourning and worship. He said, “Naked came I out 
of my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return thither: the LORD gave, and the LORD hath 
taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD.” His children were not replaceable 
livestock, and his grief was not shallow. Yet loss did not erase God’s worthiness. The empty 
hand could still rise toward heaven. 

Job did not know that Satan had directed the immediate attacks. He spoke from the limits 
of his knowledge and acknowledged God’s ultimate sovereignty over what entered and left 
his life. The Holy Ghost then records, “In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly.” 
Satan had predicted a curse; Job produced worship. That does not mean Job would 
maintain perfect language through every later argument. The book honestly records his 
anguish, complaints, and self-defense. But the first assault failed to separate him from 
God. Satan took everything he could reach and discovered that worship was rooted deeper 
than possessions. 

3. Physical Agony Stripped Away the Last Visible Comfort 

Satan returned and argued, “Skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath will he give for his life.” 
He claimed Job remained faithful only because his body had been spared. God then 
permitted Satan to touch Job’s flesh while preserving his life. Job was smitten “with sore 
boils from the sole of his foot unto his crown.” He sat among the ashes and scraped himself 
with a potsherd. Pain occupied his whole body. There was no comfortable position, no 
healthy portion upon which the rest of him could lean, and no private room preserving his 
dignity. 



Job’s wife then asked, “Dost thou still retain thine integrity? curse God, and die.” Her words 
were cruel, though she too had lost her children and home. Grief had not led her where it 
led Job. Satan’s desired sentence now came through the mouth nearest to him. Job 
answered that she spoke as one of the foolish women and asked, “What? shall we receive 
good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil?” Again Scripture says, “In all this did 
not Job sin with his lips.” He refused to build a theology in which God is worthy only while 
distributing pleasant gifts. 

The passage does not teach that pain is imaginary or that a faithful man will always speak 
calmly. Job later cursed the day of his birth and wished he had died in infancy. He 
described sleepless nights, physical corruption, loneliness, and terror. Biblical faith is not a 
plaster smile painted over an infected wound. The Book allows the sufferer to groan 
without converting every groan into apostasy. Yet grief must not be allowed to enthrone 
itself above God. Job sometimes spoke beyond his knowledge, but he never accepted his 
wife’s invitation to curse the Lord and die. The pain broke his comfort; it did not break his 
final allegiance. 

4. Job’s Friends Turned Suffering Into an Indictment 

Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar initially did something wise: they sat with Job in silence for 
seven days because his grief was very great. Trouble began when they opened their mouths 
and tried to explain what God had not revealed to them. Their central argument was 
simple: God prospers the righteous and punishes the wicked; Job is suffering terribly; 
therefore, Job must be hiding terrible sin. As the discussions continued, their accusations 
grew sharper. Lacking evidence did not slow them down. Religious certainty can gallop 
remarkably well after throwing the facts out of the saddle. 

Their theology contained fragments of truth arranged into a false verdict. God does judge 
sin, wicked choices often produce suffering, and chastening is real. But not every affliction 
is direct punishment for a particular personal transgression. The opening chapters have 
already told the reader that Job’s suffering did not arise because he was secretly the villain 
his friends imagined. The disciples made a similar error in John 9 when they asked who had 
sinned, the blind man or his parents. Christ rejected their assumed choices. A theology 
that can explain every sufferer in five minutes usually knows less about God than the man 
sitting silently beside the hospital bed. 

Job’s friends claimed to defend God, but the Lord eventually said they had not spoken of 
Him “the thing that is right” as Job had. They reduced divine government to a mechanical 
formula and forced Job’s life beneath it. Their god behaved like a machine: insert 
righteousness and receive prosperity; insert sin and receive boils. That system left no room 



for testing, satanic opposition, unexplained providence, martyrdom, or purposes hidden in 
God. The friends had answers for everything except the truth of Job’s case. Sometimes a 
man with a tidy explanation is merely sweeping reality beneath the rug and calling the room 
clean. 

5. “Though He Slay Me” Removed Earthly Survival From the Bargain 

Job’s declaration comes while he is defending himself against the accusations of his 
friends and expressing his desire to reason before God. “Wherefore do I take my flesh in my 
teeth, and put my life in mine hand?” he asks. Then he states, “Though he slay me, yet will I 
trust in him.” Job is willing to place his case before God even if approaching Him results in 
death. He cannot reconcile his suffering with what he knows of his conduct, but he still 
believes that his only hope lies with the very God whose dealings he cannot understand. He 
has nowhere higher to appeal. 

“Though he slay me” does not accuse God of murder or declare death righteous merely 
because it hurts. Job recognizes that his life is finally in God’s hand. If death comes, it will 
not remove him beyond divine government. He is not saying, “I understand why this is 
happening.” He is saying, “My lack of understanding will not make me seek another god.” 
Faith is not possession of every explanation. It is loyalty to God when explanations remain 
locked away. A man who trusts only after he has inspected and approved every divine 
reason is not trusting God; he is trusting his own audit. 

The sentence also crushes the idea that faith must guarantee earthly deliverance. Job does 
not say, “Because I trust Him, He cannot slay me.” He says the opposite: even if the worst 
earthly outcome arrives, trust will remain. The three Hebrews later expressed the same 
truth when they declared God able to deliver them from the furnace and then added, “But if 
not.” Genuine faith believes in God’s power without claiming authority over His decision. It 
does not wave a promise like a subpoena demanding that heaven appear in the court of 
human preference. 

6. “Yet Will I Trust” Held Fast Without an Explanation 

Job’s trust did not mean passive silence. The rest of the verse says, “but I will maintain mine 
own ways before him.” Job intended to present his case, defend his integrity against false 
accusations, and ask why he was being treated as an enemy. He believed an hypocrite 
could not come before God, but he still desired access to the Lord: “He also shall be my 
salvation.” His wrestling took place within relationship. Job argued toward God, not away 
from Him. The man who has abandoned God stops bringing his case before Him. Job’s 
questions themselves revealed that he still believed the Judge was there. 



Nevertheless, not every statement Job made was flawless. As the debate continued, his 
self-defense became so strong that he justified himself rather than God. Elihu later 
rebuked him for that error, and the Lord confronted him from the whirlwind. Job’s integrity 
was real, his friends’ accusations were false, and his trust was remarkable; yet Job still 
needed humbling. Faithfulness under suffering does not make a man infallible. A wounded 
saint may speak truth in one sentence and overreach in the next. Scripture honors Job’s 
endurance without editing out the places where anguish and self-righteousness distorted 
his words. 

Even in darkness, Job produced a magnificent confession: “I know that my redeemer liveth, 
and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth.” He continued, “And though after 
my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God.” The man covered with 
diseased skin looked beyond the destruction of that skin to bodily sight of his living 
Redeemer. He did not possess the full revelation later given concerning Christ’s death, 
burial, resurrection, and the believer’s future. Yet his hope reached past the grave. Trust 
found ground beyond present health because God’s purpose was not limited to Job’s 
remaining days. 

7. God Answered Job Without Explaining the Heavenly Conflict 

When the Lord finally answered out of the whirlwind, He did not give Job a transcript of the 
heavenly conversation. He did not mention Satan’s accusation, explain the permitted 
boundaries, or walk Job through every hidden purpose. Instead, God questioned Job 
concerning creation, the foundations of the earth, the sea, light, snow, stars, animals, 
Behemoth, and Leviathan. The questions established the difference between the Creator’s 
wisdom and the creature’s understanding. Job had tried to reason about divine government 
while possessing only a narrow view of reality. God did not owe him a complete explanation 
before remaining worthy of trust. 

The Lord’s answer was not cruelty toward a suffering man. It was revelation of the One Job 
needed more than an explanation. Job responded, “I know that thou canst do every thing, 
and that no thought can be withholden from thee.” Then he confessed, “I have uttered that I 
understood not; things too wonderful for me, which I knew not.” Finally, he said, “Wherefore 
I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.” Job’s circumstances had already placed him 
in physical ashes; God’s revelation brought him into spiritual humility. The ash heap 
beneath his body became an altar beneath his pride. 

God rebuked Job’s friends, required sacrifices from them, and told them that Job would 
pray for them. He then turned Job’s captivity and gave him twice as much substance as 
before, along with sons, daughters, years, and renewed honor. This restoration was real 



mercy, but it must not be converted into a guaranteed formula for every sufferer. Stephen 
was not restored to earthly life after being stoned. Paul did not receive freedom from every 
prison. Job’s ending displays God’s goodness in this particular history; the believer’s final 
guarantee rests in resurrection and eternal glory. God may restore something on earth, but 
He will settle everything rightly in eternity. 

Conclusion 

Job never learned during the trial what the reader knows from the opening chapters. He did 
not know that Satan had accused his motives, that God had testified concerning his 
integrity, or that strict boundaries surrounded the attack. He saw dead children, vanished 
possessions, diseased flesh, an anguished wife, accusing friends, and a heaven that 
seemed silent. Faith had to stand without access to the explanation. That is where trust 
becomes trust. If every reason were visible and every outcome guaranteed, a man could 
walk by sight and congratulate himself for faith. Job walked through darkness holding the 
character of a God he could not trace. 

The Christian possesses light Job did not have. We look back to the cross where Jesus 
Christ bore our sins, to the empty tomb where death was defeated, and to promises given 
through completed Scripture. The saved sinner is justified by faith, sealed by the Holy 
Spirit, accepted in Christ, and kept by the power of God. Yet Scripture does not promise a 
painless earthly life. Believers may suffer loss, sickness, persecution, bereavement, and 
unanswered questions. The cross proves that suffering cannot be measured by simplistic 
assumptions about guilt. The sinless Son suffered more deeply than any man. God may 
have ten thousand purposes where we can see only one wound. 

Job’s body was broken, his heart was crushed, and the hand of providence seemed to hold 
a knife above him. Nevertheless, he declared, “Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him.” 
He did not trust because he knew his possessions would return. He did not trust because 
friends had explained the mystery. He trusted because beyond the ashes, accusations, 
worms, and grave stood a living Redeemer. The blessings could disappear, the body could 
decay, and earthly life could end, but God would remain. Faith stripped of every pleasant 
circumstance still had one unbreakable sentence left: though the knife fall, though the 
grave open, though the explanation never arrive on earth—yet will I trust in Him. 

 

 

10 of 10: The “Nevertheless” Passages – Paul Pressed Forward While Affliction Tried to 
Stop Him 



Key Passages: 2 Corinthians 4:7–10, 16–18; Acts 20:22–24 

“But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of 
God, and not of us. We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but 
not in despair; Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; Always bearing 
about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made 
manifest in our body.” 

“For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is 
renewed day by day. For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; While we look not at the things which are seen, 
but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the 
things which are not seen are eternal.” 

“And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things that shall 
befall me there: Save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and 
afflictions abide me. But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto 
myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of 
the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God.” 

Introduction 

Paul did not preach Christ from a padded platform surrounded by favorable circumstances. 
His ministry carried him through beatings, prisons, shipwrecks, hunger, thirst, 
sleeplessness, betrayal, mob violence, satanic opposition, religious hatred, and the daily 
care of the churches. Men lowered him over a wall in a basket, magistrates scourged him 
without lawful trial, Jews plotted to kill him, Gentiles mocked him, brethren misunderstood 
him, and converts sometimes treated his labor as disposable. Yet Paul did not conclude 
that hardship proved he had missed the will of God. He had been told from the beginning 
that he would suffer for Christ’s name. Affliction was not a strange interruption of his 
ministry; it often travelled beside the ministry like a hostile witness forced to confirm that 
the power sustaining Paul did not originate in Paul. 

Second Corinthians 4 presents the apostle as troubled, perplexed, persecuted, and cast 
down. Acts 20 shows him moving toward Jerusalem while the Holy Ghost testified that 
bonds and afflictions awaited him. Paul possessed no illusion about the road. He was not 
marching toward applause while accidentally encountering difficulty. He knew pain stood 
ahead and declared, “But none of these things move me.” He did not mean affliction 
produced no physical or emotional effect. His letters reveal tears, heaviness, weakness, 
concern, and anguish. The afflictions moved his body, disturbed his circumstances, and 



pressed his heart. They simply could not move him away from the course and ministry 
received from the Lord Jesus. 

This final essay gathers the testimony of the entire series. Abraham believed after nature 
said impossible. Caleb stood after the majority trembled. David sought God after Ziklag 
burned. Habakkuk rejoiced after the fields failed. Peter let down the net after experience 
said stop. Christ submitted when the cup stood before Him. Jehoshaphat looked upward 
when he had no answer. The three Hebrews refused to bow even without guaranteed 
deliverance. Job trusted with the knife already raised. Now Paul shows faith pressing 
toward the finish while affliction tries to block the road. Circumstances speak with ten 
different voices; nevertheless, faith keeps giving God the last word. 

1. The Treasure Was Placed Inside an Earthen Vessel 

Paul says, “But we have this treasure in earthen vessels.” The treasure is the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ, connected with the gospel Paul 
preached. The vessel is frail human flesh. God deliberately placed priceless truth inside 
breakable containers so that “the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.” 
The vessel does not create the treasure, improve the treasure, or become the treasure. Paul 
was an inspired apostle, but he remained an earthen vessel dependent upon divine power. 
The greater the treasure appeared through his weakness, the less opportunity remained for 
human flesh to claim the glory. 

Modern religion reverses the arrangement. It polishes the vessel, photographs the vessel, 
brands the vessel, markets the vessel, and sometimes misplaces the treasure beneath the 
publicity campaign. Ministries become personality empires where the preacher’s image 
grows larger while the open Bible becomes a stage decoration. Paul refused that 
arrangement. He preached “not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your 
servants for Jesus’ sake.” The gospel does not need a celebrity to make it powerful. It needs 
faithful proclamation without corruption, concealment, or compromise. A clay pot carrying 
diamonds is valuable because of what it carries, not because somebody painted its name 
across the side. 

The earthen vessel also explains why suffering does not disprove the message. Clay can 
crack, bruise, weaken, and eventually return to dust while the treasure remains untouched. 
Paul’s body bore “the marks of the Lord Jesus.” His outward condition often looked 
unimpressive to people who measured divine favor by appearance. Yet God’s power 
operated through that weakness. The Lord told him concerning the thorn in his flesh, “My 
grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” Paul therefore 



learned to glory in infirmities so that the power of Christ might rest upon him. The broken 
vessel became a window through which divine sufficiency could be seen. 

2. Pressure Surrounded Paul but Did Not Possess Him 

“We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed.” Paul does not say trouble approached 
from one manageable direction. It came “on every side.” Opposition surrounded him, but it 
could not compress him into spiritual defeat. The difference lay not in favorable 
circumstances but in divine preservation. Trouble occupied the perimeter without gaining 
the throne. The apostle could feel pressure without allowing pressure to dictate his 
doctrine, silence his witness, or determine his obedience. Affliction had access to his 
schedule, his body, and sometimes his prison cell. It did not receive editorial control over 
the gospel. 

“We are perplexed, but not in despair.” Paul encountered situations he did not understand. 
Apostolic inspiration did not make him omniscient. He did not know everything that would 
happen in Jerusalem, and at times he lacked clear explanations for the events pressing 
upon him. Perplexity means the servant cannot see the road clearly; despair says there is 
no road because God has ceased to be faithful. Paul experienced the first without 
surrendering to the second. Faith does not always eliminate the question mark. It keeps the 
question mark from becoming a tombstone. 

“We are persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed.” Men abandoned 
Paul, but Christ did not. At his first answer before Roman authority, “no man stood with” 
him; nevertheless, he testified, “the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me.” He could 
be knocked down without being finished because the verdict of earth was not the verdict of 
heaven. A persecutor can cast a servant into prison but cannot imprison the gospel. He can 
strike the vessel but cannot bruise the treasure. He can end a ministry assignment but 
cannot erase one word faithfully preached. 

3. Affliction Could Hurt Paul Without Becoming His Master 

Paul never treated suffering as painless. In 2 Corinthians 1, he wrote of being “pressed out 
of measure, above strength, insomuch that we despaired even of life.” He had the sentence 
of death in himself so that he would not trust in himself but in God who raises the dead. 
This was not theatrical language from a man hoping readers would admire his endurance. 
Paul had reached the boundary of natural strength. Faith did not reveal a secret reservoir of 
human invincibility. It taught him dependence upon the God of resurrection when human 
resources had been exhausted. 

His catalog of afflictions in 2 Corinthians 11 is enough to put the modern success preacher 
into an emergency meeting with his accountant. Paul received stripes, endured prisons, 



faced death repeatedly, suffered beatings from Jews and Romans, was stoned, 
shipwrecked, and spent a night and day in the deep. He knew dangers from waters, 
robbers, his own countrymen, heathen, cities, wilderness, sea, and false brethren. He 
labored with weariness, pain, hunger, thirst, cold, and nakedness. If material comfort 
proves divine favor, Paul’s ministry was an embarrassing failure. If faithfulness to Christ is 
the measure, his scars become a rebuke to religious luxury. 

Suffering, however, possessed no saving merit. Paul was not earning justification through 
endurance. He preached salvation “by grace…through faith,” “not of works.” Christ had 
already paid the complete price through His blood, death, burial, and resurrection. Paul’s 
afflictions belonged to service after salvation, not payment for salvation. This distinction 
protects the gospel from the Roman road of penance, sacramental merit, and religious 
self-torture. Christ’s sufferings redeem; the believer’s sufferings do not add one drop to the 
atonement. Paul endured because he was saved and called, not in order to become saved 
or remain saved. 

4. “None of These Things Move Me” Was Not Empty Bravado 

In Acts 20, Paul called the Ephesian elders to Miletus and reviewed his ministry among 
them. He had served “with all humility of mind, and with many tears, and temptations” 
arising from Jewish plots. He had withheld nothing profitable, teaching publicly and from 
house to house, and testifying repentance toward God and faith toward the Lord Jesus 
Christ. His determination in verse 24 grew from a proven pattern. “None of these things 
move me” was not the boast of a man who had never been struck. It was the testimony of a 
servant who already knew what obedience cost and had decided that Christ remained 
worth it. 

Paul said he was going “bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things that 
shall befall me there.” He possessed direction without possessing every detail. The Holy 
Ghost testified in every city that bonds and afflictions waited for him. Paul did not interpret 
those warnings as proof that he must abandon the journey. Scripture sometimes warns in 
order to prepare a servant rather than reroute him. The presence of danger does not by 
itself establish that a path lies outside God’s will. Jonah encountered a storm while fleeing 
obedience; Paul encountered affliction while moving within his ministry. A rough sea 
cannot tell you whether you are a Jonah or a Paul. The word of God must settle that. 

“None of these things move me” means none could dislodge Paul from faithfulness. The 
threat of bonds could not bribe him with safety. The possibility of death could not purchase 
his silence. He had already yielded his rights, plans, and future to the Lord Jesus. A dead 
man cannot be blackmailed with funeral arrangements. Paul had written, “For to me to live 



is Christ, and to die is gain.” Rome could threaten death, but death would place him with 
Christ. The world had difficulty negotiating with a man whose worst earthly outcome was 
eternal gain. 

5. Paul Valued the Course Above Self-Preservation 

Paul continued, “neither count I my life dear unto myself.” He did not despise life, neglect 
ordinary care, or pursue death recklessly. He used legal rights when appropriate, escaped 
plots, accepted assistance, and instructed others concerning health and practical needs. 
Yet he did not treat continued earthly existence as the supreme good. His life belonged to 
Christ, who had purchased him. Safety was a consideration, not a god. When obedience 
and self-preservation stood on opposite sides of the road, Paul chose obedience. 

The modern world treats survival and comfort as commandments requiring no chapter or 
verse. Men compromise doctrine to preserve positions, mute truth to preserve audiences, 
join hands with error to preserve institutions, and call retreat “wisdom.” Some ministries 
will cross oceans for publicity but will not cross a hallway to confront false doctrine. Paul 
counted the ministry dearer than ease. He was not reckless with life; he was finished 
worshipping it. A servant who must preserve himself at all costs will eventually sell the 
truth at a discount. 

Paul’s standard was “so that I might finish my course with joy.” A course has boundaries, 
direction, and a finish appointed by someone above the runner. Paul did not invent his own 
ministry and ask Christ to sponsor it. He had “received” it from the Lord Jesus. That kept 
him from comparing his assignment with another man’s calling or measuring success 
merely by visible results. The servant’s responsibility is to run the course given to him, not 
redesign the track whenever it becomes steep. He who leaves the appointed course for an 
easier road has not made better progress. He has merely become efficiently lost. 

6. The Ministry Was to Testify the Gospel of Grace 

Paul defined his ministry: “to testify the gospel of the grace of God.” The message was not 
self-improvement, Jewish law keeping, sacramental religion, social reform, or religious 
philosophy. It was the good news of what God had accomplished through the Lord Jesus 
Christ. First Corinthians 15 declares that Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, was buried, and rose again the third day according to the Scriptures. The sinner 
receives salvation by believing the gospel, trusting Christ’s finished work rather than his 
own merit. Grace does not ask the bankrupt sinner to contribute a down payment. 

This gospel explains why Paul endured affliction without altering the message. If salvation 
depended upon human works, persecution might persuade him to offer easier terms. But 
the terms belonged to God and the work belonged to Christ. Paul could neither improve the 



gospel nor make it safer by removing its offense. He refused to handle the word of God 
deceitfully. The gospel exposes man as lost, condemns human boasting, and presents one 
Saviour and one way of salvation. Religious flesh dislikes all three facts. It wants partial 
credit, multiple doors, and a certificate for trying hard. 

Paul’s ministry also belonged distinctly to the present dispensation of grace. He magnified 
his office as the apostle of the Gentiles and received revelation concerning the one Body in 
which believing Jews and Gentiles are reconciled through the cross. The Church has not 
replaced Israel or inherited Israel’s national land promises. God’s present work does not 
cancel His future dealings with Israel. Right division prevents men from mixing Israel’s 
earthly program, the Church’s heavenly calling, Tribulation endurance, and present 
salvation by grace into one bowl of doctrinal stew. Paul suffered enough from enemies 
without needing future preachers to scramble his message. 

7. Paul Measured Present Suffering Against Eternal Glory 

Second Corinthians 4:16 says, “For which cause we faint not.” Paul’s reason was not that 
the outward man remained strong. He immediately admitted, “though our outward man 
perish.” The body aged, weakened, scarred, and moved toward death. Yet “the inward man 
is renewed day by day.” The vessel deteriorated while the treasure continued its work. 
Christianity does not promise that faith will stop the natural decline of the mortal body. It 
promises resurrection. The believer can face the perishing outward man because he knows 
mortality will be swallowed up of life. 

Paul called his suffering “our light affliction, which is but for a moment.” Coming from a 
comfortable observer, those words would sound insulting. Coming from a beaten, 
imprisoned, shipwrecked apostle, they carry authority. Paul did not call affliction light 
because it felt light. He weighed it against “a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory.” Place years of suffering beside endless glory, and the scale drops forever on 
eternity’s side. Trouble feels heavy when weighed against comfort. It becomes light when 
weighed against glory. 

The decisive practice was this: “While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the 
things which are not seen.” Paul did not deny visible suffering; he refused to make it the 
only reality considered. The seen things are temporal. Prisons, wounds, opposition, 
applause, money, health, and earthly reputation all carry expiration dates. The unseen 
things are eternal. Faith looks beyond the present surface to the judgment seat of Christ, 
resurrection, heavenly inheritance, and everlasting presence of the Lord. The world calls 
that impractical because the world believes only what it can watch decay. 

Conclusion 



Near the end of his life, Paul could say, “I have fought a good fight, I have finished my 
course, I have kept the faith.” The man who declared in Acts 20 that he wanted to finish 
eventually reached the finish. Rome could imprison him, Nero could condemn him, and an 
executioner could end his earthly life, but none could make him abandon the course. Paul 
did not say he had lived without wounds, questions, loneliness, or tears. He said he had 
finished. Faithfulness is not crossing the line without scars; it is crossing the line without 
surrendering the truth. 

Paul then looked toward the reward: “Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day.” His hope did 
not rest in Roman approval or earthly remembrance. Caesar occupied a throne for a 
moment; the righteous Judge would preside eternally. The crown was not eternal life 
earned by service. Eternal life is God’s gift through Jesus Christ. The crown concerned 
reward for faithfulness after salvation. Grace supplied the standing, the course tested the 
service, and Christ would judge the work without confusing reward with redemption. 

Affliction had spoken, persecution had spoken, weariness had spoken, and death itself 
waited down the road. Nevertheless, Paul pressed toward the finish. The vessel could be 
bruised, but the treasure could not be extinguished. The outward man could perish, but the 
inward man was renewed. The prison could hold the preacher, but not the gospel. Paul 
measured temporal pain against eternal glory and declared, “None of these things move 
me.” Circumstances had delivered their final argument, but faith remained standing after 
they finished speaking. 

 

 

Series Conclusion: The “Nevertheless” Passages 

Faith Standing After Circumstances Have Spoken 

Key Passage: Hebrews 10:35–39 

“Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompence of reward. For ye 
have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the 
promise. For yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry. Now the 
just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him. But 
we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of 
the soul.” 

Introduction 



This series began with circumstances speaking and ends with faith still standing. Nature 
declared Abraham’s promise impossible. Ten spies announced that Canaan could not be 
taken. The ashes of Ziklag told David that everything was gone. Habakkuk’s empty fields 
testified that visible provision had failed. Peter’s empty net reported that another cast was 
useless. Gethsemane revealed the agony of the appointed cup. An invading multitude told 
Jehoshaphat that Judah had no answer. Nebuchadnezzar’s furnace demanded surrender. 
Job’s losses raised the possibility of death without explanation. Bonds, persecution, and 
execution waited along Paul’s road. Every passage allowed circumstances to present their 
full case. None permitted them to occupy God’s throne. 

The conclusion is not that faith always receives the earthly outcome it desires. Abraham 
received Isaac. Caleb entered Canaan. David recovered all. Peter hauled in a great 
multitude of fishes. Judah watched its enemies destroy one another, and the three 
Hebrews walked out of the furnace without the smell of smoke. Yet Christ went to the 
cross. Job admitted that death might come before an explanation. Paul continued toward 
bonds and eventually laid down his life. Biblical faith cannot be defined by escape, 
recovery, prosperity, or visible success because Scripture shows faithful men experiencing 
different earthly outcomes. Faith is defined by its object. It trusts God, believes His word, 
obeys His command, and leaves the result where it belongs—in His hands. 

“Nevertheless” does not mean the facts have changed. It means the facts have met a 
greater authority. The body may remain weak, the field may remain barren, the enemy may 
remain visible, and the road may still lead through suffering. Faith does not require God to 
repaint the landscape before it takes another step. It requires a word from Him. Once God 
has spoken, circumstances lose the right to govern obedience. They may hurt, delay, 
frighten, exhaust, and confuse. They cannot change one letter of what God has said. 
Heaven has never amended Scripture because earth became uncomfortable. 

1. Circumstances Never Possessed the Final Authority 

Circumstances are loud because they are near. The giant fills the eye, the furnace warms 
the face, the empty cupboard stands within reach, and the wound occupies the body. 
God’s promises may concern something not yet visible, while trouble announces itself 
through every natural sense. That is why Scripture says, “For we walk by faith, not by sight” 
(2 Corinthians 5:7). Sight reports what is present. Faith rests upon what God has revealed. 
The two are not always enemies, but whenever sight contradicts revelation, sight must 
surrender the judge’s chair. 

The believer must therefore stop treating every circumstance like a prophet. An empty net 
knows there are no fish in the boat; it does not know what will happen after Christ speaks. 



A closed door can report that one path is unavailable; it cannot interpret the entire purpose 
of God. A grave can testify that a body was buried; it cannot cancel the resurrection. 
Circumstances have limited information and short memories. They speak as though today 
were eternal because they cannot see beyond themselves. God declares the end from the 
beginning. 

This does not permit foolishness. The Christian should count the cost, seek wisdom, 
acknowledge danger, prepare responsibly, and receive truthful reports. Caleb did not need 
to pretend that Canaan contained no Anakims. Paul did not ignore warnings concerning 
bonds. Christ did not call the cup pleasant. Faith is not carelessness with a Bible verse 
attached. It is obedience governed by revelation rather than fear. Wisdom examines the 
obstacle and asks how to obey God through it. Unbelief examines the obstacle and 
searches for permission to disobey. 

2. Faith Is Neither Denial Nor Presumption 

Religious denial refuses to name the loss. It calls sickness health, failure success, fear 
peace, and poverty abundance, as though God were impressed by inaccurate vocabulary. 
The Bible has no fear of plain facts. David said the city was burned. Habakkuk said the 
fields yielded no meat. Paul said the outward man perished. Job said his grief was heavier 
than the sand of the sea. God does not require His people to lie before they can trust Him. 
A faith that collapses when facts are admitted was never resting upon God in the first 
place. 

Presumption commits the opposite error. It acknowledges the problem and then invents an 
outcome God never promised. It declares that the sickness must be healed, the money 
must arrive, the business must succeed, the enemy must fall, and the lost possession 
must return. It writes a private revelation and attempts to cash it at heaven’s treasury. 
When God does not honor the forgery, the presumptuous man accuses Him of 
unfaithfulness. But God never failed to keep a promise He never made. Human desire does 
not become divine revelation because somebody shouts it three times. 

Biblical faith stands between those counterfeits. It faces the facts honestly and handles 
the promises accurately. It does not claim Abraham’s promised son, Israel’s land, David’s 
kingship, Judah’s military deliverance, or Peter’s miraculous catch as a guarantee of 
personal prosperity. It does claim every promise properly addressed to the Church. The 
saved sinner has forgiveness, justification, peace with God, eternal life, spiritual sealing, 
access to the Father, resurrection hope, and a heavenly inheritance in Christ. Those 
promises do not require a favorable economy, a healthy body, or an applauding world. They 
rest upon the finished work of Jesus Christ. 



3. The Ten Passages Have Delivered Their Verdict 

Abraham established that natural impossibility cannot cancel a divine promise. His body 
was “now dead,” and Sara’s womb was barren. Time had emptied its pockets and human 
ability had nothing left to contribute. Yet Abraham was “fully persuaded that, what he had 
promised, he was able also to perform.” Faith did not make Abraham able. It rested in the 
God who was able. The glory belonged to the Promiser, not the believer’s emotional 
strength. 

Caleb established that a majority can be impressive, popular, informed, and wrong. Ten 
spies brought accurate facts and an evil report because they interpreted the land as though 
God were absent. Caleb saw the same walls and giants but remembered the word of the 
Lord. The majority had more voices; Caleb had better authority. Truth is not elected, and 
God does not alter His word after counting frightened heads. 

David established that human encouragement can disappear while divine faithfulness 
remains. At Ziklag, there was no friendly voice, visible solution, or untouched source of 
comfort. David’s own men spoke of stoning him. Nevertheless, he “encouraged himself in 
the LORD his God.” He did not cultivate self-esteem; he returned to the Lord, sought 
direction, obeyed the answer, and recovered what God specifically promised. When every 
earthly prop fell, David discovered that the foundation had not moved. 

Habakkuk established that joy can survive the death of visible provision. The fig tree did not 
blossom, the vines produced no fruit, the olive failed, the fields yielded no meat, and the 
stalls stood empty. The prophet did not find joy by denying the famine. He rejoiced “in the 
LORD” and joyed “in the God of my salvation.” The gifts were gone, but the Giver remained. 
A believer who can worship only while his hands are full has not yet learned whether he 
loves God or merely enjoys His deliveries. 

Peter established that yesterday’s failure does not possess authority over today’s 
command. He had toiled all night and taken nothing. His body was tired, his nets were 
washed, and his experience said stop. Then Jesus Christ told him to launch out. Peter’s 
“nevertheless at thy word” placed revelation above professional judgment. Expertise is 
useful until it attempts to become lord. The fish recognized Christ’s authority more quickly 
than many religious experts recognize the authority of the Book. 

Gethsemane established that perfect faith does not always escape suffering. Jesus Christ 
prayed, “nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done.” The sinless Son faced the cup 
without denial and submitted without rebellion. The road of obedience led through 
betrayal, false accusation, scourging, crucifixion, the bearing of sin, burial, and 



resurrection. The cross did not prove that faith had failed. It revealed obedience 
accomplishing redemption through suffering. 

Jehoshaphat established that helplessness does not require hopelessness. Judah 
possessed no might against the invading multitude, and the king admitted, “Neither know 
we what to do.” Yet he finished the confession: “but our eyes are upon thee.” Faith may lack 
a plan while possessing the right direction. It does not need to pretend omniscience. It 
needs to keep its eyes upon the God who has never lacked wisdom. 

The three Hebrews established that God’s ability does not place His decisions under 
human control. They knew He could deliver them from the furnace and declared that He 
would deliver them from Nebuchadnezzar’s hand. Then they added, “But if not.” Their 
loyalty did not depend upon a miracle. They would rather burn without bowing than survive 
through idolatry. God chose to preserve them, but their faith was settled before the furnace 
door opened. 

Job established that trust can remain without explanation or guaranteed earthly recovery. 
He did not know about Satan’s accusation, the heavenly boundaries, or the restoration 
ahead. He saw dead children, lost possessions, diseased flesh, an anguished wife, and 
accusing friends. Nevertheless, he said, “Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him.” Trust 
stripped of earthly reward still held the living Redeemer. 

Paul established that affliction can bruise the vessel without extinguishing the treasure. He 
was troubled, perplexed, persecuted, cast down, beaten, imprisoned, shipwrecked, and 
warned that further bonds awaited him. Yet he declared, “None of these things move me.” 
His feelings were affected, his body was damaged, and his circumstances changed 
repeatedly. His course did not change. He valued faithfulness above self-preservation and 
eternal glory above temporary relief. 

4. Suffering Reveals What Prosperity Can Conceal 

Prosperity can conceal the object of a man’s faith. When the account is full, the family is 
healthy, the ministry is growing, and the future appears secure, it is difficult to tell whether 
a man trusts God or merely approves of his present arrangement. Satan’s accusation 
against Job was precisely that point: “Doth Job fear God for nought?” The adversary 
claimed Job’s worship had been purchased by blessings. Remove the gifts, he said, and the 
worship would disappear. 

Suffering tears the wrapping from that question. When the gift is removed, does the Giver 
remain worthy? When prayer does not produce the preferred answer, does obedience 
continue? When faithfulness costs reputation, friendship, income, freedom, or physical 
safety, does the believer still call the Bible true? Trouble does not always create what it 



reveals. Often it merely turns on the light. The crack was already in the foundation; the 
storm made it visible. 

That is why suffering cannot be interpreted by the shallow arithmetic of Job’s friends. They 
assumed severe pain must prove secret wickedness. The cross destroys that formula. 
Jesus Christ was sinless, yet He suffered beyond all others. Paul was within God’s will while 
entering prison. The three Hebrews were obedient while approaching the furnace. A painful 
road may be the road of chastening, consequences, testing, persecution, service, or 
providence. Scripture must interpret the suffering. The suffering must never be permitted to 
rewrite Scripture. 

5. Faith Must Outlive Feelings 

Feelings have a legitimate place in human life, but they make terrible authorities. They 
change with sleep, health, news, hormones, pain, memories, weather, and the tone of 
another person’s voice. If obedience must wait until feelings become favorable, the flesh 
has acquired veto power over the word of God. Peter could have waited until he felt 
energetic. Jehoshaphat could have waited until he felt confident. Paul could have waited 
until bonds sounded attractive. Obedience would never have begun. 

David did not encourage himself by pretending he felt strong. Habakkuk did not rejoice 
because the barren fields produced pleasant emotions. Christ did not submit because the 
cup became desirable. Job did not trust because grief had lifted. Paul did not continue 
because persecution stopped hurting. In every case, truth governed feelings rather than 
feelings governing truth. Faith does not always command the storm outside to cease. 
Sometimes it commands the soul inside to remember its God. 

This is not a call to emotional numbness. David wept until he had no strength. Job mourned 
deeply. Habakkuk trembled. Paul spoke of tears and heaviness. Christ was in agony. 
Biblical courage is not the inability to feel pain; it is the refusal to let pain become master. 
The believer may shake while standing. He may weep while obeying. He may carry 
questions while trusting. A trembling hand can still hold a firm promise because the 
strength lies in the promise, not in the steadiness of the fingers. 

6. Obedience Must Not Wait for Complete Understanding 

Abraham did not know how God would overcome deadness, but he believed the promise. 
Caleb did not receive a detailed battle plan before calling Israel to enter Canaan. David did 
not know where the Amalekites had gone until God provided a discarded Egyptian servant 
as a guide. Jehoshaphat did not know how the enemy would be defeated when he 
confessed his helplessness. Paul did not know everything that would befall him in 



Jerusalem. Faith moved upon the light given without demanding possession of the whole 
map. 

The demand for complete understanding is often pride wearing the clothes of caution. A 
man says he needs more clarity when what he actually wants is control. He will obey once 
God explains the timetable, guarantees the outcome, removes the risk, and allows him to 
inspect the entire plan. At that point, he is no longer walking by faith. He has reduced 
obedience to a business decision made after divine providence passes a human review 
board. 

God does not forbid questions, study, counsel, or preparation. He forbids making 
understanding the master of obedience. Deuteronomy 29:29 says, “The secret things 
belong unto the LORD our God: but those things which are revealed belong unto us.” The 
believer is responsible for revealed truth, not secret providence. He does not need to 
understand everything God has concealed before obeying everything God has made plain. 

7. Right Division Keeps Faith Anchored to Truth 

These ten passages must remain in their proper biblical settings. Abraham’s covenant 
promises, Israel’s land, Caleb’s conquest, David’s throne, Jehoshaphat’s national 
deliverance, and the three Hebrews’ place within Jewish history cannot be transferred 
carelessly to the Church. Habakkuk spoke to Judah concerning national judgment. Job 
lived in a patriarchal setting. Peter’s miraculous catch occurred during Christ’s earthly 
ministry to Israel. Gethsemane concerned the unique redemptive work of the sinless Son. 
Paul’s ministry reveals truth directly connected with the present dispensation of grace. 

Right division prevents men from turning faith into scriptural theft. A preacher grabs David’s 
“recover all,” Jehoshaphat’s victory, Peter’s overflowing net, and Job’s restored 
possessions, then sells them as guarantees of personal prosperity. When the believer does 
not receive the promised outcome, the preacher blames his faith instead of admitting he 
stole somebody else’s mail. God’s word did not fail. The interpretation did. 

The Church possesses riches that require no theft. The believer is blessed with all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places in Christ. He has redemption through Christ’s blood, 
forgiveness of sins, justification, reconciliation, eternal life, the indwelling Holy Spirit, 
security in Christ, resurrection hope, and a heavenly inheritance. He is waiting for the 
Saviour, not for Israel’s land deed. The gospel of grace gives him better ground than any 
promise a religious salesman can misapply. 

8. Salvation Rests Upon Christ, Not Human Endurance 



No man is saved because he develops the courage of Caleb, the joy of Habakkuk, the 
submission displayed in Gethsemane, or the endurance of Paul. Salvation is not the reward 
for heroic faith under pressure. The sinner is saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ, 
who died for our sins, was buried, and rose again. Christ completed the redemptive work. 
Human endurance cannot add one drop to His blood or one sentence to “It is finished.” 

This distinction matters because suffering can tempt a believer to examine his 
performance instead of resting in Christ’s performance. He may wonder whether 
weakness, fear, questions, or tears have cancelled his salvation. They have not. Eternal life 
is the gift of God, the believer is sealed by the Holy Spirit, and nothing can separate him 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus. Service can falter, fellowship can suffer, rewards can 
be lost, and chastening can come. The believer’s position remains in the Saviour who 
purchased him. 

Faithfulness still matters greatly. Paul desired to finish his course with joy and later looked 
toward the crown of righteousness. The Judgment Seat of Christ will evaluate the believer’s 
service, doctrine, motives, and work. Grace does not make obedience optional; it makes 
obedience possible without confusing service with salvation. We do not stand faithfully in 
order to become sons of God. We seek to stand because grace has already made us His. 

9. The Believer Must Decide Before the Music Sounds 

The three Hebrews did not begin constructing convictions after the orchestra started. Their 
decision had been made before they stood upon the plain. Daniel and his companions had 
already purposed in their hearts not to defile themselves with the king’s meat. Small acts of 
separation prepared them for a larger test. The man who compromises daily in little 
matters should not assume he will become a giant of faith when the furnace appears. 

Convictions must be built from Scripture before pressure arrives. The Christian must settle 
the authority of the Bible, the exclusiveness of the gospel, the deity of Christ, salvation by 
grace, biblical holiness, the distinction between Israel and the Church, and the command 
to separate from false doctrine before culture demands surrender. A soldier does not begin 
learning how to use his weapon after the enemy enters the trench. The sword of the Spirit 
belongs in the hand before the music begins. 

The world will continue producing images and composing music for them. The idols may be 
political, sexual, financial, religious, technological, or cultural. They will demand outward 
conformity and call refusal hatred, ignorance, extremism, or disobedience. The names 
change; Babylon keeps the same architecture. A believer who intends to stand then must 
learn to stand now. Knees do not become stronger by practicing how to bow. 

10. The Final Word Belongs to God 



Every trial in this series possessed an expiration date. Abraham’s deadness yielded to the 
promised son. The giants fell, Ziklag’s captives returned, and the empty net filled. Judah’s 
enemies destroyed one another, and the furnace released its prisoners. Job eventually 
heard God speak, and Paul finished the course appointed to him. Even Calvary did not end 
at the grave. On the third day, Jesus Christ arose bodily, victorious over death. 
Circumstances speak loudly because they speak from nearby. God speaks finally because 
He speaks from eternity. 

Some answers will not become visible during this life. Not every martyr walks out of the 
furnace. Not every disease is healed, every loss restored, every accusation corrected, or 
every question answered before death. But no faithful suffering is wasted, no service for 
Christ is forgotten, and no body buried in Christ is lost. At the Rapture, the dead in Christ 
shall rise first, and living believers shall be changed and caught up to meet the Lord in the 
air. Death will discover that it held bodies temporarily, not permanently. 

The believer therefore lives between a finished cross and a certain appearing. Behind him 
stands the blood that purchased redemption. Before him stands the Saviour who will 
receive His Church. Around him circumstances argue, threaten, flatter, and accuse. 
Beneath him stands the written word of God. Above him sits the risen Christ. With that 
position settled, the believer can endure a great deal without calling the throne vacant. 

Conclusion 

“The Nevertheless Passages” have brought us to a final choice. Either circumstances will 
interpret God, or God’s word will interpret circumstances. Either the giant will make the 
promise look small, or the promise will place the giant beneath the sovereignty of God. 
Either suffering will be permitted to preach that God has abandoned His servant, or 
Scripture will answer that nothing can separate the believer from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus. Neutral ground does not last long once the pressure begins. 

Faith does not always shout. Sometimes it whispers from an ash heap, prays in a garden, 
trembles over an empty field, or speaks through bruised lips inside a prison. Its strength 
does not lie in volume. It lies in the God believed. The body may weaken, the majority may 
turn, the visible resources may vanish, and earthly life may reach its end. Yet God cannot 
deny Himself, His word cannot be broken, Christ’s blood cannot lose its power, and the 
empty tomb cannot be refilled. 

Let nature submit its report. Let the majority count its votes. Let the ashes testify, the 
barren field speak, the empty net display its nothingness, the cup cast its shadow, the 
invading army gather, the orchestra play, the furnace roar, the knife rise, and the chains 



rattle. Let circumstances make the longest speech they have ever made. When they finally 
sit down, faith will rise with an open Bible and answer them with one word: nevertheless. 

 

 

 


