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The Names and Titles of Jesus Christ
Ten Portraits of the Saviour

The modern world has no objection to a small Jesus. It will tolerate a religious teacher who
gives useful advice, a social reformer who helps respectable people feel compassionate, a
philosopher who supplies quotations for greeting cards, or a helpless infant who remains
permanently trapped in a manger scene. Such a Jesus threatens nobody because he
possesses no throne, carries no sword, pronounces no judgment, and demands no
repentance. Men are perfectly willing to admire a Christ they have reduced to manageable
proportions. The trouble begins when the King James Bible opens and introduces the real
One. Scripture presents Jesus Christ as the eternal Word, the Lamb of God, the Son of
man, the Son of God, the Good Shepherd, the Bread of Life, the Light of the world, the Chief
Corner Stone, the great High Priest, and the King of kings. That Christ cannot be managed.
He must be received, obeyed, worshipped, or rejected—but He will never be reduced.

The names and titles of Jesus Christ are not religious ornaments pinned to His garment by
admiring disciples. They are divine revelations of His person, character, offices, authority,
work, and glory. In Scripture, a title is not empty decoration. It identifies what a personiis,
what authority he possesses, what work he performs, and what relationship others bear to
him. When Christ is called the Word, God is revealing Him as the eternal expression and
final revelation of God. When He is called the Lamb, Scripture identifies Him as the
spotless sacrifice for sin. When He is called the King, Heaven is not offering Him as a
candidate. It is announcing the Owner of every crown. Men did not invent these titles to
make Jesus appear impressive. The Holy Ghost selected them because eternity itself does
not contain a single human word large enough to reveal every glory of the Son of God.

No one title exhausts Him. The Lamb reveals His sacrifice, but the Lamb is also enthroned.
The Shepherd reveals His care, but the Shepherd carries a rod. The Bread gives life, but the
same Christ judges those who refuse Him. The Light comforts the repentant and exposes
the hypocrite. The Stone supports the believer and crushes the rebel. The High Priest
intercedes in Heaven and awaits the hour when His enemies become His footstool. The
Son of man walks among sinners in genuine humanity and comes again with the clouds of
Heaven. The Son of God lies in a manger while angels worship Him. Scripture does not
present ten different Christs wearing ten religious costumes. It gives ten windows through
which we behold one Person. The view changes because His glory is too vast for one
window, but the Saviour standing beyond the glass never changes.

The series begins before time began, with Jesus Christ as the Word. John does not say the
Word was created in the beginning, became divine in the beginning, or arrived shortly after



the beginning. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God.” Before Adam had breath, before the earth had form, before the morning stars
sang together, and before the first second of created time moved across Heaven’s clock,
Christ already was. He created all things, upholds all things, and entered the world He
made. The Word became flesh, dwelt among men, revealed the Father, died, rose, and will
return from Heaven bearing the name “The Word of God.” Human opinion may have a large
vocabulary, but when the eternal Word speaks, every dictionary of unbelief becomes
wastepaper.

From the Word who created all things, Scripture leads us to the Lamb who gave Himself for
the creatures who hated Him. The trail begins with blood outside Eden, passes through
Abel’s accepted sacrifice, climbs Moriah with Abraham and Isaac, stands beneath Israel’s
blood-marked doors in Egypt, enters the tabernacle, and reaches Isaiah’s suffering
Servant. Then John the Baptist sees Jesus and cries, “Behold the Lamb of God, which
taketh away the sin of the world.” He did not call Him a victim of Roman injustice or an
unfortunate casualty of religious jealousy. Christ was God’s foreordained sacrifice,
spotless and willing. The Lamb walked knowingly toward the knife. Men held the hammer,
Rome supplied the cross, religion demanded the sentence, and Satan bruised the heel—
but God used the crime to provide redemption. The blood men spilled in hatred became
the blood God offers in grace.

The title “Son of man” brings the eternal Christ fully into Adam’s ruined territory without
lowering Him to Adam’s corruption. He became genuinely human so He could hunger,
thirst, suffer, shed blood, die, and rise bodily. He was tempted in all points like as we are,
“yet without sin.” Liberal theology sees the word “man” and immediately begins dragging
Christ downward, as though His humanity disproved His deity. Daniel saw the Son of man
coming with the clouds of Heaven to receive dominion, glory, and an everlasting kingdom.
The title that touches human weakness also carries universal authority. The Man who had
nowhere to lay His head will inherit the nations. The Man bound before Pilate will judge
Pilate. The Man crowned with thorns will wear many crowns. Adam lost dominion through
disobedience; the second Man recovers it through obedience, death, resurrection, and
conquest.

As the Son of God, Jesus Christ stands beyond every attempt to classify Him as a created
being, adopted servant, or gifted teacher. His Sonship was not manufactured by a church
council, bestowed at His baptism, achieved through obedience, or invented by later
disciples. The Father sent forth His Son, which means the Son existed before He was sent.
He shared glory with the Father before the world was. He created all things, upholds all
things, forgives sins, gives eternal life, raises the dead, receives worship, and will judge



every man. His enemies understood that calling God His Father made Him equal with God
and took up stones. Devils recognized Him and trembled while religious scholars adjusted
their robes and requested additional evidence. The Father declared Him from Heaven, His
works testified on earth, and the empty tomb settled the verdict. Unbelief may reject the
evidence, but it cannot survive it honestly.

The Good Shepherd brings divine authority close enough to touch the individual sheep.
Psalm 23 says, “The LORD is my shepherd,” and John 10 records Christ saying, “l am the
good shepherd.” He knows His sheep by name, calls them by His voice, leads them through
dangerous ground, gives His life for them, takes it up again, and holds them in a hand no
enemy can open. He is the Good Shepherd who died, the Great Shepherd raised from the
dead, and the Chief Shepherd who will appear with reward. He does not stand beyond the
wilderness giving polished instructions about survival. He entered the wolves’ country. He
placed His own body between the flock and judgment. Hirelings count sheep because
sheep produce wool; the Shepherd counts them because every one belongs to Him. A
hireling protects his salary when the wolf arrives. Christ protected the sheep and gave the
wolf His own flesh to tear.

As the Bread of Life, Christ confronts the spiritual starvation hidden beneath man’s
overflowing cupboards. Israel ate manna in the wilderness and died. The multitude ate
multiplied loaves beside Galilee and became hungry again. Earthly bread can sustain a
dying body for another day, but it cannot place eternal life inside a dead soul. Jesus said, “I
am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger.” Christ does not merely
distribute bread; He is the Bread. He is received by coming and believing, not by
sacramental digestion. John 6 explains its own language before religious tradition can
arrive with an altar and a wafer. “He that believeth on me hath everlasting life.” Religion can
polish the plate, bless the utensils, dim the lights, ring a bell, and leave the sinner
famished. Faith receives Christ and discovers that Heaven’s provision does not spoil,
diminish, or require another sacrifice.

The Light of the world enters a creation covered with moral darkness. Genesis begins with
God commanding, “Let there be light,” and the Bible ends with New Jerusalem illuminated
by the glory of God and the Lamb. Between those scenes, Israel follows a pillar of fire, the
golden candlestick burns in the holy place, prophets announce the coming Light, Christ
opens blind eyes, and Saul falls beneath a glory brighter than the sun. Yet light does more
than guide; it exposes. Men loved darkness rather than light “because their deeds were
evil.” The sinner’s problem is not always that he cannot see. Often he does not want the
curtains opened. Modern religion tries to turn Christ into a soft glow that improves the
atmosphere while exposing nothing beneath the furniture. The biblical Light reveals every



stain, comforts the repentant, blinds the proud, and leaves the rebel responsible for what
he refused to see.

As the Stone, Jesus Christ is both foundation and judgment. Jacob spoke of “the stone of
Israel.” Moses struck the rock in the wilderness, and Paul declared, “that Rock was Christ.”
Psalm 118 announced the Stone rejected by the builders. Isaiah called Him a tried Stone, a
precious Corner Stone, a sure foundation, and also a Stone of stumbling. Peter preached
the rejected Stone to the rulers who crucified Christ and then declared, “Neither is there
salvation in any other.” The Church is built upon Jesus Christ, not Peter, a pope, a
denomination, a council, or a religious corporation with enough marble to look permanent.
Every believer becomes a living stone resting upon Him. Faith builds upon the Stone and
cannot be confounded. Unbelief stumbles over Him. Daniel finally sees the Stone strike
Gentile world power, reduce its kingdoms to chaff, and become a mountain filling the
whole earth.

The great High Priest carries the series from earthly shadows into the open sanctuary of
Heaven. Israel’s priests wore holy garments, offered animal blood, entered behind a veil,
repeated sacrifices, grew old, and died. Death kept forcing the priesthood to replace its
personnel. Jesus Christ arose after the power of an endless life and possesses an
unchangeable priesthood. He offered Himself once, entered Heaven by His own blood, sat
down because the sacrifice was finished, and ever lives to make intercession for His saints.
The grave could not retire Him, and Heaven has posted no vacancy. He is touched with the
feeling of our infirmities yet remains without sin. Therefore, believers may approach the
throne of grace boldly to obtain mercy and find timely help. No confessional booth, earthly
sacrificing priest, departed saint, religious hierarchy, or additional mediator is required. The
veilis torn, and God has no interest in watching men sew it back together.

Finally, the series reaches the title toward which every crown, covenant, prophecy, and
kingdom moves: “KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.” God promised David an
everlasting throne. The Psalms announced the Son’s inheritance. Isaiah placed the
government upon His shoulder. Gabriel promised Him the throne of His father David. Wise
men sought the newborn King, Herod tried to kill Him, Jerusalem rejected Him, Pilate
questioned Him, soldiers mocked Him, and Rome nailed His royal title above the cross. But
the King rose. He now sits at the Father’s right hand awaiting the appointed hour. At the
Rapture, He will catch away His Church. After the Tribulation, He will return visibly at the
Second Advent, destroy the beast’s kingdom, deliver Israel’s remnant, occupy David’s
throne, and rule the nations. Every ruler now holds office under notice of removal.

These titles must be studied within the Bible’s own dispensational order. God’s word
distinguishes Israel from the Church, law from grace, earthly promises from heavenly



promises, the Rapture from the Second Advent, the Judgment Seat of Christ from the Great
White Throne, and Christ’s present heavenly session from His future reign upon David’s
earthly throne. Confusing these distinctions does not magnify Christ. It scrambles His
offices, steals Israel’s promises, burdens the Church with another dispensation’s
conditions, and turns prophecy into religious fog. The same Christ works through every age,
but He does not address every people under identical covenantal arrangements. The Lamb
offered to Israel becomes the Saviour preached among all nations. The rejected King calls
out a heavenly body before returning to restore the earthly kingdom. Right division does not
divide Christ. It allows every aspect of His work to stand exactly where God placed it.

The world manufactures counterfeit Christs because the real Christ leaves no room for
human sovereignty. A merely human teacher may be admired without being worshipped. A
moral example may be quoted without being obeyed. A revolutionary may be recruited into
politics. A helpless infant may be displayed once a year and returned to storage before He
grows old enough to cleanse the temple. But the Word demands belief, the Lamb exposes
guilt, the Son of man claims dominion, the Son of God requires worship, the Shepherd
owns the sheep, the Bread excludes every substitute, the Light reveals hidden deeds, the
Stone rejects every rival foundation, the High Priest removes earthly mediators, and the
King cancels human claims to final authority. False religion does not merely misunderstand
Christ accidentally. It trims Him because the full biblical Christ overturns the furniture and
takes possession of the house.

That is why correct doctrine concerning Christ is not an academic luxury for theologians
with spare time. Eternal life hangs upon the identity of the One believed. Paul warned of
“another Jesus,” because attaching the name Jesus to a counterfeit person does not
transform the counterfeit into the Saviour. A created Jesus cannot create all things. A sinful
Jesus cannot become the spotless Lamb. A dead Jesus cannot give eternal life. A lesser
Jesus cannot receive the honor due to the Father. A sacramental Jesus repeatedly offered
cannot match the Christ who sat down after one sacrifice for sins forever. A spiritualized
king who never fulfills David’s covenant is not the King announced by Gabriel. The Christ
who saves is the Christ revealed by Scripture. Faith does not improve Him, and unbelief
does not diminish Him. The truth remains fixed while men reveal themselves by their
response.

For the lost sinner, these titles press one unavoidable question: What will you do with Jesus
Christ? He is the Word who has spoken, the Lamb who has been sacrificed, the Son of man
lifted up, the Son of God raised from the dead, the Shepherd who calls, the Bread that gives
life, the Light that exposes, the Stone upon which faith must rest, the High Priest who
opened Heaven, and the King before whom every knee will bow. Salvation in the present



Church Age is by grace through faith in His finished work. Christ died for our sins, was
buried, and rose again the third day. The sinner who believes is forgiven, justified, sealed,
placed into Christ, and given eternal life. God is not asking him to admire ten portraits. He
is commanding him to receive the one Saviour revealed in all ten.

For the believer, these titles provide both comfort and correction. The Word gives certainty
when opinion shifts. The Lamb gives peace when conscience accuses. The Son of man
understands human infirmity. The Son of God possesses power greater than every enemy.
The Shepherd secures and corrects His sheep. The Bread satisfies when the world’s table
leaves the soul empty. The Light guides the path and exposes compromise. The Stone
remains firm when earthly foundations crack. The High Priest intercedes when weakness
reaches Heaven’s courtroom. The King guarantees that history will not end with Satan
seated, nations raging, Israel forgotten, and righteousness defeated. Yet these comforts
never encourage spiritual laziness. The believer who knows such a Christ should love His
Book, obey His voice, flee false doctrine, reject worldly compromise, preach His Gospel,
and live with his eyes turned toward the appearing of the Lord.

Each portrait will therefore be traced from its biblical roots through its Gospel revelation,
Church Age significance, prophetic fulfillment, and practical force. The study will begin
where Scripture begins, follow the words God chose, respect the settings God established,
and allow passage to interpret passage. No modern version will be required to improve
what the Holy Ghost already inspired. No philosopher will be invited to edit Christ into
acceptable proportions. No sacramental system will be permitted to stand between the
sinner and the Saviour. No replacement scheme will be allowed to steal Israel’s promises,
and no prophetic fog will be allowed to merge the Church’s blessed hope with Israel’s
coming King. The purpose is not to produce another religious scrapbook filled with pretty
names. Itis to behold the Lord Jesus Christ as the Bible actually presents Him.

Ten portraits will be studied, but none will contain Him fully. The Word reaches beyond
language, the Lamb beyond sacrifice, the Son beyond human measurement, the Shepherd
beyond earthly care, the Bread beyond appetite, the Light beyond sight, the Stone beyond
strength, the Priest beyond mediation, and the King beyond every throne. John concluded
that if everything Jesus did were written, “even the world itself could not contain the books
that should be written.” Eternity will not exhaust His glory, yet Scripture gives everything
necessary to know, trust, worship, and proclaim Him now. Men may spend their lives
collecting titles, defending reputations, and carving names into temporary monuments.
Jesus Christ possesses a name above every name without borrowing one letter of glory
from mankind. His enemies will lose their voices, His rivals will lose their crowns, His



people will see His face, and every portrait will finally stand before us in one unveiled
Person—the Lord Jesus Christ.

1 of 10: The Names and Titles of Jesus Christ — The Word Before the World Began

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

The same was in the beginning with God.

All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.
And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as
of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.”

—John 1:1-3, 14

Introduction

Before Bethlehem had a manger, before Nazareth had a carpenter’s shop, before Moses
had a law, before Abraham had a promise, before Adam had breath, and before the earth
had form, Jesus Christ was already there. John does not begin his Gospel with a genealogy,
a stable, a census, or a star. He reaches behind human history, steps across the threshold
of creation, and plants his opening sentence in eternity: “In the beginning was the Word.”
He does not say the Word began in the beginning. He says the Word “was” there. When the
beginning began, Christ already was. The clock started after He was present. Matter
appeared after He was present. Angels sang after He was present. Heaven and earth came
forth after He was present. Jesus Christ is not the finest product of creation; He is the One
who produced creation. He is not a bright candle that God lit inside the universe. He is the
eternal Light by whom the universe received its first morning.

Modern religion likes a manageable Jesus—a harmless teacher with soft hands, a
sentimental philosopher who never rebukes anybody, and a religious mascot who can be
fastened to whatever political, cultural, or charitable cause happens to be fashionable this
month. Such a Jesus fits comfortably on a bumper sticker because he never interferes with
the driver. The Jesus Christ of the King James Bible will not fit inside man’s glove
compartment. He is the eternal Word, the Creator of all things, the revealer of the Father,
the Judge of mankind, and the coming King whose vesture bears the name “KING OF
KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.” Men may reduce Him in their sermons, paintings, films,
creeds, and imaginations, but their reduction changes nothing. A child may draw the sun
with a yellow crayon, but the real sun remains large enough to burn his paper. Human
opinion can sketch a smaller Christ; it cannot diminish the real One.



The title “the Word” reveals more than Christ’s ability to speak. A word expresses whatis in
the mind and makes the invisible known. Jesus Christ is the perfect, personal, eternal
revelation of God. He does not merely bring a message from God; He is God’s message to
man. He does not merely tell us something about the Father; He declares the Father. He
does not merely explain truth; He says, “l am the truth.” From the commanding voice of
Genesis 1 to the conquering Rider of Revelation 19, Scripture presents one unbroken
testimony: God creates by His word, reveals Himself through His Word, saves sinners
through faith in His word, and will judge rebels by the word they rejected. The Bible begins
with God speaking creation into existence and approaches its close with the Word of God
returning to destroy rebellion. Between those two events stands Calvary, where the Word
made flesh shed His blood for sinners who had spent their lives arguing with what God
said.

1. Before the Beginning Ever Began

John 1:1is one of the shortest graveyards in the Bible because false religions keep
marching into it and never march back out. “In the beginning was the Word.” That destroys
the notion that Christ began at Bethlehem. “And the Word was with God.” That establishes
a personal distinction between the Word and the Father. “And the Word was God.” That
establishes His absolute deity. The verse does not say the Word became God, developed
into God, was promoted to God, resembled God, represented God, or was one god among
a cabinet full of deities. The Holy Ghost chose four plain words: “the Word was God.” A man
needs professional religious help to misunderstand that. The text is built like a threefold
fortress: eternal existence, personal distinction, and divine identity. Cults may circle it with
pamphlets, scholars may fire footnotes at it, and unbelievers may glare at it through
philosophical binoculars, but the fortress never loses a stone.

The expression “in the beginning” deliberately carries the reader back to Genesis 1:1: “In
the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.” Genesis tells us what God did in the
beginning; John tells us who was already with God when He did it. The Word did not emerge
from the beginning, because the beginning emerged at His command. Time is part of the
created order, but Christ exists before time and outside its limitations. He could therefore
pray in John 17:5, “And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory
which | had with thee before the world was.” That is not the language of a created angel
remembering his first day on the job. It is the language of the eternal Son speaking of the
glory He possessed with the Father before there was a world to observe it. Bethlehem was
His entrance into human flesh, not His entrance into existence.

When Jesus told the Jews, “Before Abraham was, | am,” they understood the claim better
than many modern theologians pretend to understand it. They took up stones because He



had placed Himself beyond Abraham, beyond ordinary human existence, and within the
divine name revealed to Moses. He did not say, “Before Abraham was, | was.” He said, “I
am.” Past, present, and future meet their Master in Jesus Christ. He does not move through
time as helpless creatures do; time moves beneath His authority. The One lying in the
manger was older than Mary, older than David, older than Abraham, older than Adam, and
older than the morning stars that sang together. His human body had a birthday, but His
divine person had no beginning. The infant hands wrapped in swaddling clothes were the
hands of the One who had already measured the waters and stretched out the heavens.

The cradle held a Child; eternity recognized its Creator.
2. The Voice That Called Creation Out of Nothing

Genesis 1 repeatedly declares, “And God said,” and creation repeatedly obeys. Light
appears, waters divide, dry land emerges, vegetation springs forth, heavenly lights take
their appointed stations, living creatures fill sea and sky, and man rises from the dust
beneath the breath and command of God. Psalm 33:6 explains, “By the word of the LORD
were the heavens made; and all the host of them by the breath of his mouth.” John then
removes any excuse for missing the identity of the divine Agent: “All things were made by
him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.” If all created things were
made by Christ, Christ cannot belong to the category of created things. A carpenter does
not build himself into existence before building the house. The Word stands on the
Creator’s side of the line, while everything else—visible and invisible, earthly and heavenly,
microscopic and immeasurable—stands on the created side.

Colossians 1:16-17 drives the nail through the board and bends it over on the other side:
“For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and
invisible,” and “by him all things consist.” Christ did not merely start the machinery and
retire to a distant balcony. Creation continues to hold together by His power. Hebrews 1:3
says He is “upholding all things by the word of his power.” The universe is not a runaway
engine that accidentally assembled itself from an explosion and then wrote science
textbooks describing its own brilliance. It is upheld by the Word who called it into being.
Every atom keeps its appointment because Christ permits it. Every star remains in its
circuit because His authority binds it. The atheist borrows breath from Christ to deny
Christ, borrows intelligence from Christ to ridicule Christ, and stands on ground sustained
by Christ while announcing that Christ does not exist. Rebellion has always been rich in
nerve and poorin sense.

The Creator title also establishes Christ’s ownership. John 1:10 says, “He was in the world,
and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not.” There is the tragedy of fallen
man in one verse. The Maker entered what He had made, and His creatures failed to



recoghize Him. The hands He formed struck His face. The mouths He fashioned spat upon
Him. The tree He caused to grow became the cross upon which men nailed Him, and the
iron He placed in the earth became the spikes driven through His flesh. Yet none of this
caught Him by surprise or removed Him from control. The Creator had entered His creation
to redeem sinners, and man’s darkest crime became the stage upon which God displayed
His greatest grace. Calvary was not creation overthrowing its Creator; it was the Creator
using the wrath of creatures to accomplish the redemption determined before they drew
their first breath.

3. The Word Was Made Flesh

John 1:14 declares, “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us.” The eternal Word
did not cease to be God, exchange deity for humanity, or disguise Himself as a man. He
became flesh while remaining everything He eternally was. “God was manifest in the flesh,”
according to 1 Timothy 3:16. The incarnation was not God pretending to be human or a
human gradually discovering that he was divine. Jesus Christ possessed a real human
body, a human soul, and a human spirit, yet He remained the eternal Son of God. He
hungered, thirsted, slept, wept, suffered, and died, but He never sinned, surrendered His
deity, or stopped sustaining the creation around Him. The mystery is not that a man
climbed high enough to become God. That is the stale dream behind every pagan tower
and religious ladder. The wonder is that God stooped low enough to become man without
becoming less than God.

His birth in Bethlehem fulfilled prophecy, but it did not originate His person. Micah 5:2
identified Bethlehem as the place from which Israel’s ruler would come forth, while
immediately adding that His “goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.” Isaiah
9:6 announced a child born and a son given, then placed divine titles upon His shoulders:
“The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” The child was born because
His humanity began in time; the Son was given because His divine person existed before
His birth. Heaven did not create a new Son in Mary’s womb. God sent forth His Son, “made
of awoman, made under the law,” as Galatians 4:4 states. The virgin conception supplied a
sinless human body; it did not manufacture deity. Bethlehem brought the eternal Word
within reach of human eyes and hands, but it did not add one ounce to the glory He
possessed before the world began.

The Word became flesh because flesh could bleed and die. Deity as deity cannot die, but
the eternal Son took upon Him “the likeness of sinful flesh” so He could bear sin’s
judgmentin a real human body. Hebrews 2:14 says, “Forasmuch then as the children are
partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same,” that through
death He might destroy the devil’s power of death. He did not take sinful flesh; He took the



likeness of it. He looked like an ordinary man, yet no corruption lived within Him. He was
“holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners.” The spotless Lamb required a body that
could be offered, blood that could be shed, and a life over which death had no rightful
claim. God did not save us by mailing instructions from Heaven. The Word came
personally, entered the battlefield, received the wound, paid the debt, defeated the grave,
and walked out with the keys.

4. The Word Who Declared the Invisible God

“No man hath seen God at any time,” John 1:18 declares; “the only begotten Son, which is
in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.” Jesus Christ makes the invisible God
known. Men invent gods according to their appetites: a god who excuses their sin, approves
their ambition, salutes their religion, and politely disappears when the party begins. Christ
destroys those homemade idols simply by appearing. He shows that God is holy without
being cruel, loving without being weak, merciful without compromising justice, and truthful
without consulting public opinion. When Christ touched a leper, we saw divine
compassion. When He cleansed the temple, we saw divine holiness. When He forgave
sins, we saw divine authority. When He wept at Lazarus’s grave, we saw divine tenderness.
When He called the Pharisees hypocrites, we saw that divine love has never required divine
blindness. Christ does not reveal the god men wish existed; He reveals the God who is.

Hebrews 1:1-2 says that God, who formerly spoke “at sundry times and in divers manners”
by the prophets, “Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son.” The prophets
delivered true portions of revelation, but Christ is the full personal revelation to which their
messages pointed. Moses could give the law, but Christ fulfilled it. David could sing of the
King, but Christ is that King. Isaiah could describe the suffering Servant, but Christ bore the
grief. John the Baptist could point and say, “Behold the Lamb of God,” but Christ alone
could take away the sin of the world. The Lord Jesus did not enter history as one more voice
atreligion’s roundtable. He entered as the One about whom all previous revelation
testified. The law prepared the courtroom, the prophets called the witnesses, the sacrifices
displayed the evidence, and when Christ appeared, God’s case stood before mankind in
flesh and blood.

That is why Christ spoke with an authority unlike the scribes. He did not shuffle quotations
from competing rabbis and cautiously offer a possible interpretation. He said, “Verily,
verily, | say unto you.” He commanded devils, storms, diseases, and dead men, and none of
them requested a second opinion. The wind did not ask for credentials. Lazarus did not
consult a committee before leaving the tomb. Christ’s words carried the authority of the
God who first commanded light to shine out of darkness. Even His enemies reported,
“Never man spake like this man.” He spoke of Heaven as One who had come from there, of



the Father as One who knew Him perfectly, of judgment as the Judge, and of eternal life as
its source. Modern men speak of Jesus as though He were applying for their approval. He is
not a defendant waiting for humanity’s verdict. Humanity is the defendant, and the Word
has already taken the bench.

5. The Living Word and the Written Word

Jesus Christ is personally called “the Word,” while the Scriptures are repeatedly called “the
word of God.” These are not identical in person, but they cannot be separated in authority,
truth, and testimony. The written word reveals the living Word, and the living Word fulfills
the written word. Christ said in John 5:39, “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye
have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.” From Genesis to Revelation, the
Bible directs the reader toward Him. He is the promised seed of the woman, Abraham’s
coming seed, Judah’s sceptre, the Passover Lamb, the smitten Rock, the Prophet like unto
Moses, David’s Son and Lord, Isaiah’s suffering Servant, Jeremiah’s righteous Branch,
Daniel’s Son of man, Zechariah’s pierced King, and Malachi’s Sun of righteousness. The
Bible is not a pile of disconnected religious sayings. Its roads converge upon Christ, its
sacrifices anticipate Christ, and its prophecies wait for Christ.

A man cannot honestly honor the living Word while despising the written word that bears
witness to Him. Jesus repeatedly appealed to Scripture with the words, “It is written.” He
answered Satan with Scripture, exposed religious tradition with Scripture, interpreted His
resurrection through Scripture, and declared that “the scripture cannot be broken.” Yet
modern religion often boasts of loving Jesus while treating the Bible as an embarrassing
elderly relative who must be corrected whenever company arrives. That is not devotion; it is
rebellion wearing church clothes. The same Lord who was full of grace was also full of
truth, and grace has never needed a lie to make it attractive. Second Timothy 3:16 says, “All
scripture is given by inspiration of God.” If God gave the words, man’s calling is to believe,
obey, preach, and preserve them—not place them on an operating table while unbelieving
scholarship searches for something to remove.

The first recorded attack of Satan began with, “Yea, hath God said?” He did not initially
deny God’s existence; he questioned God’s words. He knew that once Eve became
uncertain about the wording, disobedience would soon appear reasonable. The devil has
not lost his fondness for the method. If he cannot remove the Bible from the pulpit, he will
try to place a question mark over it. If he cannot persuade a preacher to deny inspiration,
he will encourage him to treat every clear verse as though it were awaiting expert repair. But
faith “cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” God saves through the preached
word, sanctifies through truth, comforts through promises, corrects through doctrine, and
exposes error through the sword of Scripture. A church that distrusts the Book while



claiming to exalt Christ is like a witness who praises the defendant while impeaching every
word of his testimony.

6. The Word That Searches, Divides, and Judges

Hebrews 4:12 says, “For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any
twoedged sword.” Scripture is not dead ink waiting for a clever man to make it relevant. Itis
living, active, and capable of piercing “even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit,” while
discerning “the thoughts and intents of the heart.” Men read ordinary books and pass
judgment upon them; this Book turns around and passes judgment upon the reader. A
sinner may close its covers, but he cannot cancel its verdict. He may complain about its
severity, but the scalpel does not become cruel because the cancer dislikes being
discovered. The written word exposes what man hides, and the living Word knows what
man thinks. Hebrews immediately adds that all things are “naked and opened unto the
eyes of him with whom we have to do.” Nothing in the heart remains private when the Word
begins His examination.

Jesus warned in John 12:48, “He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one
that judgeth him.” He then identified the evidence that will appear in the final court: “the
word that | have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.” Men imagine that
rejected truth evaporates. It does not. Every sermon ignored, every warning mocked, every
Gospelinvitation postponed, and every verse pushed aside remains on Heaven’s record. At
the Great White Throne, sinners will not debate whether God communicated clearly
enough. The books will be opened, the dead will be judged, and every mouth will be
stopped. The fashionable opinions of an age will not serve as exhibits for the defense. God
will not ask what the university taught, what the television celebrated, what the
denomination revised, or what the sinner felt was fair. The Judge will measure men by the
truth He gave, not by the excuses they manufactured.

The Word also judges the saved man’s service and walk. Salvation in the present Church
Age is by grace through faith, wholly apart from works, and the believer who has trusted
Christ possesses eternal life. Yet that security is no license to treat God’s words like
unopened mail. The same Scriptures that assure the saint of his position also examine his
conduct, doctrine, motives, stewardship, speech, home, worship, and service. First
Corinthians 3 warns that every man’s work will be tried at the Judgment Seat of Christ. The
believer will not be judged there to determine whether Christ’s blood was sufficient; that
guestion was settled forever at Calvary. His work will be judged to determine what reward it
deserves. Grace removes condemnation, not accountability. A Christian can build with
gold, silver, and precious stones or spend his years constructing a handsome pile of
religious kindling. The fire will have the last word about the quality of the lumber.



7. The Word Returning with a Sword

Revelation 19 presents the final public answer to every man who attempted to reduce
Jesus Christ to a harmless religious ornament. Heaven opens, and a Rider appears upon a
white horse. He is called “Faithful and True,” and “in righteousness he doth judge and make
war.” His eyes are as a flame of fire, many crowns rest upon His head, and His garment is
dipped in blood. Then the Holy Ghost identifies Him plainly: “and his name is called The
Word of God.” The Word who came the first time in humility returns the second time in
majesty. The One wrapped in swaddling clothes comes clothed in a vesture dipped in
blood. The One placed in a manger mounts a war horse. The One judged by Pilate comes to
judge the nations. Revelation does not present the gentle improvement of the world
through human cooperation. It presents the violent removal of rebellion by the rightful King.

This event is the Second Advent, not the Rapture of the Church. At the Rapture, Christ
catches His saints up to meet Him in the air; in Revelation 19, He descends from Heaven
with the armies that follow Him. At the Rapture, the Church’s blessed hope is fulfilled; at
the Second Advent, Israel’s rejected Messiah returns, the beast’s armies are destroyed,
and the way is opened for Christ’s earthly millennial reign. Confusing these events turns
Bible prophecy into a bowl of doctrinal oatmeal where every promise loses its shape. The
distinctions matter because God keeps His word precisely. He will complete His purpose
for the Church, resume His dealings with Israel, judge the nations, fulfill the covenants, and
place David’s Son upon David’s throne. The Word does not return to renegotiate His
promises with theologians who spiritualized them. He returns to fulfill every syllable
exactly as God gave it.

“QOut of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations.” The
symbolism is unmistakable: the same Word that spoke creation into existence will speak
rebellious armies into destruction. Men will gather their weapons, alliances, technology,
wealth, and military pride against Him, but Christ will not require a long campaign.
Omnipotence does not need reinforcements. The battle will not be decided by matching
armies, because creation cannot outgun its Creator. Psalm 2 asked why the heathen rage
and warned the kings of the earth to kiss the Son. Revelation 19 shows what happens when
that warning is ignored. The rulers who wanted no king but themselves will meet the King of
kings. The mouths that cursed His name will be silenced by the word of His mouth. Every
throne opposed to Christ is temporary furniture awaiting removal, and the returning Word
will clear the room.

Conclusion



From Genesis 1 to Revelation 19, the testimony stands without apology or revision. The
Word existed before the world, created all things, entered His creation, took upon Himself
flesh, revealed the Father, died for sinners, rose from the dead, speaks through the
Scriptures, searches the heart, saves those who believe, and will return to judge the
nations. No ordinary teacher can carry those titles. No created angel can perform those
works. No religious reformer can claim that authority. Jesus Christ is not one voice among
many; He is the Word by whom every other voice will be tested. Philosophers may
speculate, scientists may measure, politicians may promise, and religious leaders may
perform, but none of them can speak light into darkness, life into a grave, peace into a
guilty conscience, or a new creature into existence. When Christ speaks, creation obeys,
devils tremble, storms become quiet, graves surrender their dead, and believing sinners
pass from death unto life.

The question is therefore not whether a man admires Jesus, includes Him in a religious
system, quotes His moral sayings, or places His hame beside the names of other spiritual
teachers. The question is whether he has received the eternal Word as Lord and Saviour.
John 1:11-12 says, “He came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many as
received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe
on his name.” Salvation is not earned by sacraments, law-keeping, church membership,
reform, endurance, or religious performance. The sinner receives Christ by faith, trusting
His shed blood, burial, and bodily resurrection as the complete payment for sin. The Word
who made him is the only One who can remake him. Rejecting Christ does not leave a man
neutral; it leaves him under condemnation. There is no safe middle ground between
receiving the Word and being judged by the Word.

Before the world began, the Word was there. When the world was made, the Word created
it. When the world fell, the Word promised redemption. When the time was fulfilled, the
Word became flesh. When sinners crucified Him, the Word paid their debt. When the stone
sealed His tomb, the Word rose again. While the Gospel is preached, the Word offers
eternal life freely to every sinner who believes. When the Church is caught away, His
promise will be fulfilled. When the heavens open, the Word will return. When the nations
gather, the Word will destroy them. When every earthly kingdom has fallen, His throne will
remain. Modern religion may prefer a Jesus small enough to manage, revise, advertise, and
ignore, but Scripture presents the eternal Word—too ancient to be improved, too holy to be
corrupted, too mighty to be resisted, and too final to be answered. Human opinion will have
its afternoon. Jesus Christ will have eternity.



2 of 10: The Names and Titles of Jesus Christ — The Lamb Who Walked Willingly to the
Knife

“The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God,
which taketh away the sin of the world.”
—John 1:29

Introduction

When John the Baptist saw Jesus Christ walking toward him, he did not cry, “Behold the
philosopher,” “Behold the social reformer,” or “Behold the religious example.” He said,
“Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” Israel had seen lambs
before. Lambs had bled upon patriarchal altars, died in Egyptian doorways, burned upon
the brazen altar, and appeared throughout the law as innocent substitutes for guilty men.
But those lambs belonged to men and were brought to God. This Lamb belonged to God
and was sent to men. Every previous sacrifice had been a shadow cast backward from
Calvary. Abel’s offering, Abraham’s prophecy, the Passover night, the daily sacrifices, and
Isaiah’s suffering Servant were signposts pointing toward the One now walking beside
Jordan. The priests had handled thousands of lambs, but John announced the Lamb.
Religion had supplied repeated sacrifices; God had finally supplied the Saviour.

The expression “Lamb of God” declares both Christ’s innocence and His appointed death.
He was spotless, harmless, undefiled, and separate from sinners, yet He came into the
world marked for sacrifice. Calvary was not an unfortunate turn in the career of a promising
young teacher. Jesus Christ was not caught between Roman politics and Jewish jealousy
like a helpless traveler trapped between two gangs of thieves. Acts 2:23 says He was
“delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God,” while still charging
wicked men with taking and crucifying Him. Human hands committed the crime; divine
purpose accomplished the redemption. Men meant the cross as rejection, Rome used it as
execution, Satan desired it as destruction, but God ordained it as the altar upon which the
Lamb would take away sin. The cross looked like man’s victory over Christ until the third
morning revealed that God had used man’s worst deed to perform Heaven’s greatest work.

Modern religion enjoys a decorative lamb. It can place one in a stained-glass window, paint
one on a nursery wall, or set one beside a manger without disturbing anybody’s
conscience. A decorative lamb asks for admiration; the Lamb of God demands a verdict.
His title announces that sin requires death, guilt requires blood, judgment cannot be
bribed, and fallen man cannot save himself. The world wants a Christ who will improve its
manners while leaving its rebellion untouched. God sent a Lamb whose blood exposes the
worthlessness of every human substitute. Morality cannot take away sin. Education cannot



take away sin. Baptismal water cannot take away sin. Religious ceremony cannot take
away sin. The confessional cannot take away sin. The Lamb can. The same Lamb who
silently endured the knife will stand in the midst of Heaven’s throne, open the sealed book,
terrify earthly kings, conquer the beast, marry His bride, and receive the worship of
creation.

1. The Blood That Spoke from Abel’s Altar

The trail of the Lamb begins outside Eden, where fallen man first learned that sin could not
be covered with vegetables, excuses, or human effort. Genesis 4 records that Abel brought
“of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof,” while Cain brought the fruit of the
ground. “And the LORD had respect unto Abel and to his offering: But unto Cain and to his
offering he had not respect.” Hebrews 11:4 explains that Abel offered “a more excellent
sacrifice” by faith. Faith does not invent its own approach to God; it believes what God has
revealed. Abel’s offering involved the death of an innocent substitute, while Cain presented
the polished produce of cursed ground and expected God to congratulate him. Cain’s altar
was the birthplace of man-made religion: sincere, cultivated, impressive, bloodless, and
rejected. Man has been decorating Cain’s basket ever since, but God still does not accept
cucumbers as payment for sin.

Abel’s sacrifice did not remove sin permanently, but it declared the principle that runs
through Scripture: “without shedding of blood is no remission.” The innocent died while the
guilty worshipper lived. That arrangement was not invented by a savage culture or added
later by bloodthirsty priests. God Himself clothed Adam and Eve with coats of skins after
their fig-leaf religion failed, which means death entered the covering God provided. Man
sewed leaves; God supplied skins. Man covered the surface; God showed the cost. From
that point forward, every acceptable sacrifice confessed that sin deserves death and that
the sinner needs a substitute. Abel stood beside an altar and acknowledged the sentence.
Cain stood beside a harvest and advertised his accomplishments. One came by faith in
God’s provision; the other came with the work of his hands. Heaven accepted the blood
and rejected the bouquet. God has never been impressed by an offering that denies the
very problem it claims to solve.

Hebrews 12:24 says that the blood of Jesus “speaketh better things than that of Abel.”
Abel’s shed blood cried unto God from the ground for vengeance against the murderer.
Christ’s blood speaks peace, pardon, justification, and reconciliation for guilty men. Abel’s
blood testified that a righteous man had been murdered; Christ’s blood testifies that the
Righteous One died for murderers. The first righteous blood shed by man called for
judgment, but the sinless blood shed at Calvary provides mercy without denying judgment,
because judgment fell upon the Lamb. God did not wave sin through the courtroom with a



wink and a sympathetic smile. He punished it in the body of His Son. Mercy is not God
pretending the crime never happened; mercy is God providing a Substitute who endured its
full sentence. The blood of Christ does not ask justice to leave the room. It satisfies justice
so completely that grace can open the door and invite the guilty sinner inside.

2. The Lamb God Promised on Moriah

Genesis 22 brings Abraham and Isaac to Mount Moriah, where God commands Abraham to
offer his beloved son. As father and son ascend together, Isaac sees the fire and the wood
but asks, “where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” Abraham answers with one of the great
prophetic declarations of Scripture: “My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt
offering.” The wording reaches beyond the immediate scene. Abraham does not merely say
that God will provide a lamb; he says God will provide Himself a lamb. On that mountain a
father is willing to offer his son, the son carries the wood associated with his own sacrifice,
and the two go “both of them together.” Centuries later, the Father would send His only
begotten Son, and the Son would carry His cross toward the place of sacrifice. Genesis
plants the picture; Calvary fills it with blood.

Isaac was bound and laid upon the wood, but before Abraham brought down the knife, the
angel of the LORD stopped him. Abraham looked behind him and found a ram caught by its
horns in a thicket. The ram died “in the stead of his son.” There is substitution in plain
language that even a theologian should be able to find without adjusting his spectacles.
Isaac came down from the altar because another life was offered in his place. The animal
did not die as an inspiring example to encourage Isaac to become a better young man. It
died instead of him. Likewise, Christ did not go to Calvary merely to demonstrate courage,
protest injustice, or show that love can endure hardship. “Christ died for our sins according
to the scriptures.” He occupied the sinner’s place, bore the sinner’s judgment, and
received the stroke the sinner deserved. Christianity without substitution is an altar without
a sacrifice—religious furniture with no saving power.

Yet the ram on Moriah was not the final Lamb. It rescued Isaac from immediate death, but it
could not redeem Abraham, cleanse the conscience, or take away the sin of the world.
Abraham named the place Jehovah-jireh, saying, “In the mount of the LORD it shall be
seen.” God’s ultimate provision would appear in the fullness of time when the Son willingly
offered Himself. Romans 8:32 declares that God “spared not his own Son, but delivered
him up for us all.” Abraham was stopped from doing what God Himself would later
complete. No voice from Heaven halted the nails at Calvary. No angel stayed the soldier’s
hand. No substitute appeared to take Christ’s place because Christ was the Substitute.
The Father spared Isaac and provided a ram; He spared not His own Son because there



was no other sacrifice capable of saving us. Love did not keep the Lamb from the knife.
Love sent Him to it.

3. The Passover Lamb Beneath the Bloodstained Door

Exodus 12 places the lamb in the setting of Israel’s national deliverance from Egypt. Each
household was commanded to take a lamb “without blemish, a male of the first year,” keep
it until the appointed day, kill it in the evening, and strike its blood upon the two side posts
and upper door post. God promised, “when | see the blood, | will pass over you.” The
firstborn was not spared because the family inside possessed superior character, Israelite
ancestry, strong emotions, or unusual sincerity. Safety rested entirely beneath the applied
blood. The destroying judgment did not enter a house sheltered by what God had
appointed. A nervous man behind the blood was secure; a confident man outside the
blood was condemned. Salvation did not depend upon how firmly the man felt about the
blood. It depended upon whether God saw it where He had commanded it to be.

The Passover belonged historically and covenantally to Israel, marking the night God
brought His nation out of Egyptian bondage. The Church does not become Israel by
borrowing the furniture from Exodus, and the national promises attached to Israel are not
transferred to Gentiles by religious sleight of hand. Yet the New Testament gives the
legitimate doctrinal connection when 1 Corinthians 5:7 declares, “For even Christ our
passover is sacrificed for us.” The lamb in Egypt was a God-given type; Christ is the
substance. Not one bone of the Passover lamb was to be broken, and John 19 records that
the soldiers did not break Christ’s legs, “that the scripture should be fulfilled.” The blood in
Egypt sheltered Israel from temporal judgment and began a national deliverance; Christ’s
blood redeems the believing sinner from eternal condemnation and places him securely in
the body of Christ.

The Passover also destroys the proud notion that religious proximity can replace personal
reception. An Israelite might have lived beside Moses, understood the instructions,
admired the lamb, discussed the blood, and agreed that judgment was coming, but if the
blood was not upon his door, knowledge would not save his firstborn. Today a man may
own a Bible, attend a church, quote a creed, defend Christian morality, and admire the
cross as the centerpiece of Western civilization, yet remain lost. God did not say, “When |
see your church membership,” “When | see your baptism,” or “When | see that you tried
your best.” He said, “When | see the blood.” Religion keeps repainting the door while God
keeps pointing to the lintel. The issue is not whether a sinner has improved the house; the
issue is whether he has trusted the blood God provided.

4. The Lamb Silent Before His Shearers



Isaiah 53 looks ahead to the suffering Servant and describes Him “as a lamb to the
slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.” The
silence does not indicate weakness, confusion, or inability to defend Himself. Christ
remained silent because He had come to fulfill the Scriptures and bear the judgment
appointed to Him. Before Caiaphas, Herod, and Pilate, false witnesses twisted His words,
rulers mocked His claims, soldiers abused His body, and crowds demanded His
crucifixion. He could have exposed every lie, struck every enemy dead, or summoned more
than twelve legions of angels. Instead, the Lamb allowed sinners to proceed because the
altar stood ahead. Men mistook restrained omnipotence for helplessness. A chained lion
does not become a rabbit merely because fools feel safe enough to spit at it.

Isaiah explains the true meaning of His suffering: “he was wounded for our transgressions,
he was bruised for our iniquities,” and “the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.” The
cross was substitution, not divine child abuse, political martyrdom, moral influence, or
theatrical symbolism. The Father and Son were not divided by competing purposes. The
Son came willingly to perform the Father’s will, and the Father laid upon Him the iniquity of
sinners. Every lash, thorn, nail, insult, wound, and hour of darkness testified that sin is not
a minor personality flaw requiring counseling. Sin is rebellion against a holy God and
demands judgment. The world calls sin a mistake, a weakness, a disorder, a lifestyle, or an
unfortunate environment. Calvary calls it expensive. If sin could have been removed by
better education or kinder examples, God would not have sent His Son to be slaughtered.

Acts 8 records an Ethiopian eunuch reading Isaiah’s words about the sheep led to
slaughter. When he asked of whom the prophet spoke, Philip “began at the same scripture,
and preached unto him Jesus.” The suffering Lamb of Isaiah is not a vague symbol waiting
for every religion to supply its favorite victim. He is Jesus Christ. The prophecy describes
His innocence, rejection, substitutionary suffering, death, burial, resurrection, and
ultimate exaltation centuries before the events occurred. Isaiah says He made His grave
with the wicked and with the rich in His death; the Gospels place Him between thieves and
thenin Joseph’s rich man’s tomb. God did not leave identification to guesswork. Prophecy
photographed the Lamb before Bethlehem and developed the picture at Calvary. Unbelief
can stare at every feature and still demand more evidence, but a closed eye is not proof
that the sun stopped shining.

5. The Lamb Who Laid Down His Own Life

Jesus Christ plainly denied that any man possessed ultimate power to take His life. In John
10:17-18 He said, “I lay down my life, that | might take it again. No man taketh it from me,
but | lay it down of myself.” That statement removes every picture of Christ as a helpless
victim overtaken by events. Judas could betray Him only because Christ permitted the hour



to come. The officers could arrest Him only after His spoken “l am he” drove them
backward to the ground. Pilate could sentence Him only because power was given from
above. Soldiers could nail Him to the cross, but they could not keep Him alive one moment
longer than He chose or cause Him to die one moment sooner. He dismissed His spirit
after declaring, “It is finished.” The Lamb did not have His life stolen. He placed it upon the
altar and then took it back again.

Gethsemane reveals that His willingness was neither shallow nor sentimental. Jesus knew
the cup before Him contained the concentrated judgment of God against sin. His sweat
was “as it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground,” and He prayed, “not my
will, but thine, be done.” He did not shrink because He feared Roman nails as other men
might fear torture. He faced the prospect of being made sin for us, enduring the darkness,
and bearing the wrath deserved by the guilty. Still, He submitted Himself completely to the
Father’s will. That obedience answers Adam’s rebellion. The first Adam stood in a garden
surrounded by blessing and disobeyed; the last Adam knelt in a garden beneath
approaching judgment and obeyed. Adam reached for what God forbade and brought
death upon his children. Christ accepted what holiness required and brought eternal life to
allwho believe.

Divine foreordination does not excuse the human instruments who crucified Him. Acts 2:23
places both truths in the same verse: Christ was delivered by God’s determined counsel,
yet wicked men took and slew Him. Judas acted from covetousness, the rulers from envy,
Pilate from cowardice, the crowd from blindness, and Rome from brutal convenience. God
did not plant their sins within them; He overruled their freely chosen wickedness to
accomplish redemption. First Peter 1:19-20 calls Christ “a lamb without blemish and
without spot,” who “was foreordained before the foundation of the world.” Calvary was not
Heaven’s emergency repair after history slipped out of control. Before Adam sinned, God
knew the price. Before the serpent spoke, the Lamb was foreordained. Salvation was not
drafted during a crisis meeting after Eden; it proceeded from the eternal counsel of God
and was completed exactly on schedule.

6. The Blood That Takes Sin Away

John called Christ the Lamb “which taketh away the sin of the world.” Under the law, animal
sacrifices could provide ceremonial cleansing and temporary covering within God’s
covenant dealings with Israel, but they could not permanently remove sin or perfect the
conscience. Hebrews 10:4 states, “For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats
should take away sins.” Those repeated sacrifices functioned as reminders and shadows.
The priest stood daily because his work was never finished; another sacrifice waited
tomorrow. Christ offered “one sacrifice for sins for ever” and sat down at the right hand of



God. The seated Priest announces a completed payment. Calvary does not require
repetition, continuation, supplementation, or improvement. Any religion that keeps offering
Christ has missed His final cry, “It is finished.” You do not add installments to a debt
stamped paid, and you do not improve a perfect sacrifice by attaching human works to it.

The blood of Christ accomplishes what no human performance can accomplish.
Ephesians 1:7 says, “In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of
sins, according to the riches of his grace.” Romans 5:9 declares that believers are “justified
by his blood.” Colossians 1:20 speaks of “peace through the blood of his cross,” and 1 John
1:7 says “the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.” Religion may polish
the sinner’s exterior, teach him ceremonial manners, hand him a membership card, and
congratulate him for looking less dead than the corpse beside him. The blood gives
redemption, forgiveness, justification, peace, and cleansing. It does not make a sinner
slightly more presentable for judgment; it removes his guilt before God. Christ’s blood is
not a religious accessory placed beside human merit. It is the entire ground upon which a
guilty man can stand righteous before a holy God.

Present salvation is received by grace through faith in the finished work of Christ. The
sinner is not saved by keeping Israel’s law, enduring to the end of the Tribulation, receiving
a sacrament, confessing to an earthly priest, joining a denomination, or manufacturing
sufficient sorrow. He is saved when he believes on the Lord Jesus Christ, trusting that
Christ died for his sins, was buried, and rose again the third day. The moment he believes,
he is justified, sealed with the Holy Spirit, placed into Christ, and given eternal life. The
Lamb’s sacrifice is sufficient for the whole world, but it benefits the individual who receives
the Saviour by faith. A banquet may be sufficient to feed a city, but the starving man who
refuses to eat cannot blame the table. God has provided the Lamb, displayed the blood,
proclaimed the Gospel, and opened the door. Unbelief is the sinner’s refusal of a finished
salvation.

7. The Lamb Standing in the Midst of the Throne

Revelation 5 carries the title beyond Calvary and places the Lamb in the midst of Heaven’s
throne. John sees a sealed book in the right hand of Him who sits upon the throne, and no
man in heaven, earth, or under the earth is found worthy to open it. John weeps until one of
the elders announces, “the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David, hath prevailed.” John
turns expecting a Lion and sees “a Lamb as it had been slain.” Christ is both. The Lamb
bears the marks of sacrifice, but He stands alive. Calvary’s wounds are not signs of defeat;
they are the credentials of the Conqueror. He takes the book because He alone possesses
the right to reclaim the inheritance, judge the usurper, and rule the earth. The universe does
not place the future in the hands of a committee. The nail-scarred hand takes the book.



Heaven responds with worship: “Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals
thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood.” The Lamb’s
worthiness rests upon who He is and what He accomplished. Angels number by ten
thousand times ten thousand and proclaim, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive
power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.” Earth
treats Christ’s name as a curse word, academics file Him among religious founders,
politicians borrow His language during elections, and entertainers mock His holiness for
applause. Heaven suffers from none of that confusion. Every creature will finally confess
that the slaughtered Lamb is worthy of everything creation can render. Men who will not
worship Him now will still bow later, but compulsory acknowledgment at judgment is not
the same as saving faith during the day of grace.

The Lamb also pours out wrath. When He opens the sixth seal in Revelation 6, kings,
captains, rich men, mighty men, bondmen, and free men hide themselves and cry to the
mountains, “Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and
from the wrath of the Lamb.” The phrase shocks sentimental religion because it has
invented a lamb without holiness and love without judgment. But the Lamb rejected as
Saviour becomes the terror of the unrepentant. Later He conquers the beast and the kings
allied against Him, for “he is Lord of lords, and King of kings.” He is also the Bridegroom
whose marriage is celebrated in Heaven. The Lamb has blood for the believer, wrath for the
rebel, a marriage supper for His bride, and a throne from which no rival will remove Him.
Pet Him if you like in your religious artwork; Revelation says He rules the universe.

Conclusion

The Lamb’s trail runs through the whole Bible. Abel’s accepted offering establishes the
blood sacrifice. Moriah displays the substitute and announces that God will provide
Himself a lamb. Egypt shows a spotless lamb dying beneath judgment while households
rest securely behind applied blood. Isaiah describes the silent sufferer bearing the iniquity
of others. John points directly to Jesus and identifies Him as the Lamb of God. The Gospels
lead Him to Calvary, where He willingly lays down His life. The epistles explain the
redemption, justification, cleansing, and peace purchased by His blood. Revelation then
unveils the Lamb alive in Heaven, taking the sealed book, receiving universal worship,
judging the nations, defeating the beast, and celebrating His marriage. Scripture does not
toss disconnected images across its pages. God laid one crimson road from Eden’s gate to
Heaven’s throne, and every drop points to Jesus Christ.

The Lamb leaves mankind without a respectable excuse. God did not ask sinners to locate
their own sacrifice, invent their own payment, or climb to Heaven carrying a basket of
religious achievements. He provided the Lamb. The question is whether the sinner will



receive Him. A man can admire the courage of Christ, mourn the injustice of Calvary, wear
a cross around his neck, observe religious holidays, and speak tenderly of the baby in
Bethlehem while remaining under condemnation. Sentiment cannot apply blood. Salvation
comes when the sinner abandons confidence in himself and rests entirely upon the death,
burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The Lamb did not walk willingly to the knife so men
could use Him as an accessory to self-righteousness. He died because nothingin the
sinner could satisfy God. Grace begins where boasting is buried, and faith receives what
pride keeps trying to purchase.

The Lamb who opened not His mouth before His shearers will not remain silent forever. The
One who stood before Pilate will sit as Judge. The One who wore thorns will wear many
crowns. The One who carried the cross will carry the sceptre. The One whose garments
were stripped away will return clothed in majesty. The One whom soldiers struck will smite
the nations with the sword of His mouth. The world had its hour with the Lamb and
imagined meekness meant weakness. It will discover that divine patience was never divine
surrender. Today His blood speaks pardon to every sinner who believes; tomorrow His
wrath will answer every throne that defied Him. The wisest place in the universe is beneath
the blood of the Lamb, and the most dangerous place in eternity is before His throne
without it. Behold the Lamb of God—the Sacrifice no man could provide, the Saviour no
grave could hold, and the King no enemy can survive.

3 of 10: The Names and Titles of Jesus Christ — The Son of Man with Heaven in His
Hands

“l saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of
heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him.

And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and
languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass
away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.”

— Daniel 7:13-14

Introduction

The title “Son of man” appears humble enough for modern religion to misuse and heavenly
enough for the King James Bible to prevent the misuse from succeeding. Liberals seize
upon the word “man” and imagine they have dragged Jesus Christ down to the level of every
philosopher, reformer, and religious teacher who ever collected a following. They speak of
His humanity as though it disproved His deity, much like a man pointing to sunlight on the



floor and insisting there can be no sun in the heavens. Scripture does not use “Son of man”
to deny who Christ is; it reveals what He became and announces what He will rule. The title
embraces His genuine humanity, His identification with Adam’s fallen race without sharing
Adam'’s sin, His suffering and death as the appointed Redeemer, and His future dominion
over the nations. The Son of man who walked Galilee with dusty feet is the same heavenly
Person Daniel saw receiving an everlasting kingdom.

Daniel did not see an ordinary descendant of Adam campaigning for a throne. He saw “one
like the Son of man” coming “with the clouds of heaven” into the presence of the Ancient of
days. Dominion, glory, and a kingdom were given to Him, and every people, nation, and
language was brought beneath His rule. His dominion would never pass away, and His
kingdom would never be destroyed. That is the Old Testament soil from which Christ’s
repeated use of the title grows. Every time Jesus called Himself “the Son of man,” He was
not apologizing for appearing human. He was quietly placing Daniel’s crown upon His own
head. His enemies eventually understood the claim. When He told the high priest that they
would see “the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of
heaven,” the high priest tore his clothes and accused Him of blasphemy. Apparently, the
unbelieving priest read Daniel more carefully than some believing professors.

The title therefore carries humiliation and exaltation in the same vessel. The Son of man
hungered, thirsted, slept, wept, suffered, and died, yet He also forgave sins, commanded
the sabbath, searched hearts, raised the dead, conquered the grave, ascended to Heaven,
and promised to return in glory. He was hungry without being helpless, weary without being
weak, tempted without sinning, sorrowful without despairing, arrested without losing
control, murdered without being defeated, and buried without remaining dead. He took
true humanity so He could shed true blood and die a true death, but death discovered that
it had swallowed Someone it could not digest. Adam surrendered man’s dominion to sin
and death; Christ entered Adam’s territory to recover what the first man lost. The world
crowned the Son of man with thorns. Heaven has crowned Him with glory and honour. The
next time this world sees Him, the crown will remain on His head.

1. Daniel’s Man in the Court of Heaven

Daniel 7 opens with four great beasts rising from the sea, each representing a brutal
Gentile kingdom. The first resembles a lion, the second a bear, the third a leopard, and the
fourth is “dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly,” possessing iron teeth and ten
horns. Human government likes to carve noble animals upon its banners and print dignified
words across its constitutions, but Heaven looks beneath the tailoring and sees beasts.
Kingdoms boast of civilization while devouring territory, crushing enemies, taxing subjects,
and baptizing ambition with patriotic language. Daniel watches these beastly powers rise



until the Ancient of days takes His seat, the judgment is set, and the books are opened.
Man’s empires enter history roaring like lions and leave it as ashes beneath the judgment of
God. Political power can make an impressive parade, but every parade eventually marches
past a cemetery, and Daniel’s vision carries every kingdom into Heaven’s courtroom.

Into that courtroom comes “one like the Son of man.” The contrast is deliberate. The
Gentile empires are pictured as beasts because fallen power dehumanizes those who
wield it and devours those beneath it. Christ appears as the true Man, the righteous Ruler,
and the appointed heir of the earth. Adam was originally given dominion over the works of
God’s hands, but sin brought his descendants beneath corruption, death, and satanic
oppression. Psalm 8 speaks of man being crowned with glory and honour and having all
things placed beneath his feet. Hebrews 2 applies that passage while admitting, “But now
we see hot yet all things put under him. But we see Jesus.” What mankind failed to retain in
Adam will be recovered under Christ. The beasts have occupied the field for a long night,
but Heaven has not misplaced the title deed. God’s Man will take the kingdom when the
courtroom declares that the animals have ruled long enough.

Daniel’s Son of man receives “dominion, and glory, and a kingdom.” The kingdom in Daniel
7 is not a vague spiritual feeling tucked inside a religious heart. It follows the destruction of
Gentile world power, extends over “all people, nations, and languages,” and endures
forever. Israel’s national promises are not quietly transferred to the Church because
religious systems grew tired of waiting for literal fulfillment. The Church has a heavenly
calling and will reign with Christ, but God has not cancelled His covenants with Israel or
converted David’s throne into a piece of invisible ecclesiastical furniture. The Son of man
will return at the Second Advent, destroy the beast’s kingdom, deliver the faithful remnant,
and establish His righteous reign upon the earth. Men have built leagues, councils, unions,
empires, and global institutions in pursuit of universal government. Daniel says worldwide
dominion belongs to one Man, and He will not need their permission to assume office.

2. The Second Man Entered Adam’s Ruins

The New Testament presents Jesus Christ as “the last Adam” and “the second man.” First
Corinthians 15:47 says, “The first man is of the earth, earthy: the second man is the Lord
from heaven.” Those words hold His humanity and deity together without confusion. He is
truly man, yet He is “the Lord from heaven.” The first Adam came from the dust and brought
his offspring into sin and death through disobedience. The second Man came from Heaven,
entered the human family through the virgin birth, and obeyed the Father unto death. Adam
stood in a garden surrounded by provision and chose rebellion. Christ stood in a wilderness
surrounded by hunger and chose obedience. Adam grasped at the forbidden tree and
brought death; Christ submitted to the cursed tree and brought life. One man’s



disobedience opened the grave. One Man’s obedience broke its authority. Where Adam
surrendered the field, the Son of man entered to retake it.

The virgin birth was essential because Christ had to become man without inheriting fallen
man’s sinful nature. Matthew records that Mary “was found with child of the Holy Ghost,”
and the angel told Joseph that “that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.” Luke
records the angel’s declaration to Mary: “that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be
called the Son of God.” He was not an ordinary child later promoted into deity, nor was He a
divine spirit merely wearing a human costume. “The Word was made flesh.” He possessed
a real body capable of hunger, pain, bloodshed, and death, but He was holy from
conception. Modern unbelief laughs at the virgin birth because unbelief always finds
miracles offensive until it needs one. The same crowd that can believe everything came
from nothing without God suddenly becomes very strict about biology when Matthew
opens his Gospel. Their problem is not science. Their problem is the Father.

Christ’s humanity was complete, but it was never sinful. Hebrews 4:15 says He “was in all
points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.” He did not merely avoid outward acts of sin
while wrestling with inward corruption. No sinful nature lived within Him. Satan’s
temptations came from without and found no traitor within the gates. Jesus could say, “the
prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me.” He experienced hunger without
covetousness, anger without malice, sorrow without unbelief, authority without pride, and
suffering without rebellion. He knew weariness but never laziness, poverty but never envy,
opposition but never cowardice. His humanity was not less human because it was sinless;
ours is damaged humanity because it is sinful. Disease is not essential to the body, and sin
is not essential to manhood. Christ shows humanity as God designed it—obedient, holy,
truthful, courageous, and entirely submitted to God.

3. The Son of Man Had Power on Earth

In Mark 2, four men lowered a palsied man through a roof and placed him before Jesus.
Christ first said, “Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.” The scribes reasoned in their hearts, “Who
can forgive sins but God only?” Their doctrine was correct, but their conclusion was blind.
They recognized that forgiveness belongs to God and then failed to recognize God standing
in front of them. Jesus exposed their inward reasoning and healed the man so they would
know “that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins.” He did not announce
forgiveness as a priest repeating a message from above. He forgave with personal authority.
The visible healing authenticated the invisible pardon. The man rose, took up his bed, and
walked out while the scribes remained spiritually flat on their backs. Religious education
had taught them who could forgive sins, but pride kept them from bowing when He arrived.



The Son of man also declared Himself “Lord also of the sabbath.” In Mark 2, the Pharisees
condemned His disciples for plucking corn on the sabbath. Christ answered from David’s
conduct and then stated, “The sabbath was made for man, and not man for the sabbath.”
The law was never intended to become a club in the hands of self-righteous men who loved
rules more than people and tradition more than truth. Yet Christ’s conclusion reached
beyond correcting Pharisaical abuse: “Therefore the Son of man is Lord also of the
sabbath.” The sabbath belonged to Israel as a covenant sign under the law, and Christ
stood above it as its Lord. He was not a sinner crawling beneath the legal interpretations of
religious bureaucrats. The One who rested after creation had entered Israel under the law,
and He knew the difference between divine commandment and Pharisaical paperwork.
Religion often increases its authority by multiplying regulations; Christ asserted His
authority by stating what God actually said.

Throughout the Gospels, the Son of man exercised authority belonging to God. He calmed
wind and sea, commanded unclean spirits, restored diseased bodies, multiplied bread,
walked upon water, opened blind eyes, and summoned dead men from their graves. Yet He
did more than display power; He searched the hidden chambers of the heart. He knew the
reasoning of the scribes, the history of the Samaritan woman, the treachery of Judas, the
fear of His disciples, and the private thoughts men imagined were safely locked away. John
2 says He “knew all men” and “knew what was in man.” Christ did not require surveys,
interviews, personality tests, or a staff meeting to discover human nature. The Son of man
knew man because He made him. His humanity brought Him near enough to touch the
leper; His deity enabled Him to cleanse the leper. He walked among men as one of them
while seeing through them as their God.

4. The Son of Man with Nowhere to Lay His Head

Matthew 8 records a scribe promising, “Master, | will follow thee whithersoever thou goest.”
Jesus answered, “The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of
man hath not where to lay his head.” The title that reaches to Daniel’s universal throne is
placed beside earthly homelessness. The One destined to possess every kingdom owned
no palace during His first coming. He borrowed a place to be born, boats from which to
preach, a coin from a fish, a room in which to eat, an animal upon which to enter
Jerusalem, and a tomb in which to lie. The Creator walked through His own world as a
rejected stranger. Prosperity preachers would have considered His ministry badly
managed. He had no estate, no jeweled carriage, no wardrobe of royal garments, and no
collection plate large enough to impress Caesar. Yet He possessed Heaven while wealthy
men possessed only things they would soon leave behind.



His rejection was not accidental. John 1:11 says, “He came unto his own, and his own
received him not.” Israel’s promised Messiah stood among the covenant people, fulfilled
their Scriptures, demonstrated the signs of the kingdom, and offered credentials no honest
reader could dismiss. Yet the rulers envied Him, the religious establishment opposed Him,
and the nation’s leadership ultimately demanded His crucifixion. This does not mean every
individual Jew rejected Christ; the disciples, early believers, and apostles were Jews. Nor
does Israel’s national rejection authorize Gentile pride or replacement theology. Romans
11 warns Gentile believers not to boast against the branches and promises a future
restoration for Israel. The King was rejected at His first coming, but God has not shredded
the covenants or deeded Israel’s promises to Rome. The Son of man will return to the same
earth that refused Him, and the Stone the builders rejected will become the head of the
cornetr.

Christ knew the full course of that rejection. He said in Matthew 17:22-23, “The Son of man
shall be betrayed into the hands of men: And they shall kill him, and the third day he shall
be raised again.” He did not walk unknowingly into an ambush. Every betrayal, accusation,
beating, nail, and hour in the tomb stood before His eyes long before Judas left the supper.
He knew that applause would turn to accusation, palms to fists, and cries of “Hosanna” to
demands for crucifixion. Still, He set His face toward Jerusalem. Human heroes often
appear courageous because they do not know what waits around the corner. Christ knew
every detail and continued forward. He was not dragged toward Calvary by a chain of
unfortunate circumstances. He walked there beneath the settled purpose of God. The Son
of man had nowhere to lay His head because He was moving toward the place where He
would lay down His life.

5. The Son of Man Lifted Up for Sinners

Jesus connected the title “Son of man” directly to His sacrificial death. In John 3:14-15 He
said, “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man
be lifted up.” Israel’s wilderness rebellion had brought fiery serpents and death, but God
instructed Moses to lift up a serpent of brass. The bitten Israelite who looked lived. Christ
applied that historical event to His crucifixion. He would be lifted up publicly, bearing the
likeness of sinful flesh and enduring sin’s judgment, so that “whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have eternal life.” The brazen serpent did not crawl through the camp
administering medicine, teaching snake management, or congratulating dying men for
positive thinking. God appointed one remedy and required a look of faith. Calvary likewise
presents one Saviour and one condition: believe. Religion keeps prescribing treatments;
God points to the Son.



The Redeemer had to be man in order to die for men. Hebrews 2 says He partook of flesh
and blood “that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is,
the devil.” God’s justice required the debt to be paid within the human race, but every
ordinary descendant of Adam already carried his own guilt. No sinner can become the
spotless substitute for another sinner. Christ entered humanity without sin, lived beneath
the law without transgression, and offered a life death had no right to claim. He was the
Kinsman capable of redeeming the lost inheritance and the Lamb qualified to bear the
judgment. His deity gave infinite worth to the sacrifice; His humanity supplied the body and
blood offered upon the cross. Remove His deity and His death becomes the execution of
another man. Remove His humanity and there is no true human sacrifice. In Jesus Christ,
God provided exactly what holiness demanded and helpless sinners needed.

Mark 10:45 declares, “For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to
minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.” He came to give, not merely to lose, His
life. Aransom is a price paid for release, not a dramatic symbol placed beside a prison
door. Christ’s blood purchased redemption from sin’s guilt and penalty. First Timothy 2:5-6
identifies “the man Christ Jesus; Who gave himself a ransom for all.” In the present Church
Age, salvation is offered freely by grace through faith in His finished work. The sinner is not
redeemed by copying Christ’s example, enduring religious ceremonies, keeping Israel’s
law, or financing a church’s building program. A prisoner does not pay his ransom by
decorating the cell. Christ paid it with His own blood. The Son of man entered Adam’s
condemned family, stood where judgment would strike, and opened the prison through a
payment no imprisoned son of Adam could provide.

6. The Son of Man Who Defeated the Grave

The Gospel predictions never ended with Christ’s death. Jesus consistently joined His
betrayal, suffering, and crucifixion to His resurrection. “They shall kill him, and the third day
he shall be raised again.” Men heard the first part and missed the last, much as modern
religion can discuss the tragedy of the cross while treating the resurrection like a decorative
ending. But a dead redeemer redeems nobody. If Christ remained in the tomb, sin won,
death retained its prisoner, the apostles preached lies, and believers remain in their sins.
First Corinthians 15 leaves no room for sentimental compromise: “if Christ be not raised,
your faith is vain.” Christianity does not rest upon the survival of Christ’s ideals in the
memories of His disciples. It rests upon the bodily resurrection of the same Jesus whom
men crucified, wrapped in linen, and placed behind a sealed stone.

Christ rose as “the firstfruits of them that slept.” Adam brought death into the human
family; Christ rose as the Head of a new creation and the guarantee of the believer’s future
resurrection. First Corinthians 15:22 says, “For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all



be made alive.” The context concerns resurrection order, not universal salvation. Every
believer joined to Christ shares the destiny of his risen Head. The saved man’s body may be
placed in the ground, but the grave receives it as a temporary tenant, not permanent
property. At the Rapture, “the dead in Christ shallrise first,” and living believers will be
changed and caught up to meet the Lord in the air. The Son of man conquered death from
inside its own fortress. The grave had closed over every previous generation and never
surrendered its claim, but Easter morning left its gate hanging open and its champion
walking away with the keys.

After His resurrection and ascension, Stephen saw “the Son of man standing on the right
hand of God.” The rulers had rejected Stephen’s testimony just as they had rejected Christ,
but Heaven opened and displayed the rejected Son of man in glory. That sight enraged
them because it confirmed everything they denied. The One they condemned was
vindicated by God, and the witness they stoned saw Him occupying Heaven’s place of
authority. Christ’s ascension was not retirement from earthly affairs. He now serves as the
believer’s great High Priest, Advocate, and Head of the body while awaiting the appointed
time to claim His kingdom. The Son of man who once had nowhere to lay His head now sits
at the Father’s right hand. Earth gave Him a cross; Heaven gave Him a throne. Men cast His
servant outside the city, but Stephen looked beyond their stones and saw that the final
verdict never belongs to the mob.

7.The Son of Man Coming in the Clouds

Jesus repeatedly connected His title to His visible return. In Matthew 24:30 He said, “they
shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.” This is
not the secret catching away of the body of Christ described in 1 Thessalonians 4. At the
Rapture, believers are caught up to meet the Lord in the air before the Tribulation. In
Matthew 24, the setting is the end of the Tribulation, the nations mourn, heavenly signs
appear, and the Son of man comes visibly to the earth. The Rapture removes the Church;
the Second Advent brings Christ with His saints to judge His enemies and establish His
kingdom. Put the two events into one religious blender and prophecy becomes foam. Keep
the verses where God placed them and the order stands clear: the Church’s blessed hope,
Daniel’s seventieth week, the visible return, the judgment of nations, and the Messianic
reign.

At His trial, the high priest demanded that Jesus declare whether He was the Christ, the
Son of God. Jesus answered and added, “Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on
the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.” That answer joined Psalm 110
with Daniel 7 and applied both passages directly to Himself. The prisoner stood before an
earthly court and announced that His judges would someday face His court. Caiaphas



wore the official robe, but Christ possessed the eternal authority. Pilate occupied the
judgment seat, but the bound Man before him would judge the world. Nothing exposes
human pride like a temporary official imagining his chair is permanent. The verdict against
Christ was carried out, but it was overturned by the resurrection. The verdict Christ
pronounces at His return will have no appeal, no higher court, and no official capable of
washing his hands afterward.

When the Son of man comes, He will reclaim the dominion Adam lost and receive the
kingdom Daniel saw. The beast will be destroyed, rebellious armies will be smitten, Satan
will be bound, Israel will behold the One whom they pierced, and Christ will reign over the
earth from David’s throne. His government will not depend upon polling numbers,
campaign donors, diplomatic concessions, or flattering news coverage. Isaiah says the
government shall be upon His shoulder, and Revelation says He will rule the nations with a
rod of iron. At last, the earth will have a Man in authority who cannot be bribed, deceived,
threatened, corrupted, voted out, assassinated, or buried. Every human kingdom promises
permanence while printing expiration dates in invisible ink. The Son of man receives an
everlasting dominion. Heaven has already determined the administration, the capital, the
King, and the outcome. History is not wandering; it is approaching His throne.

Conclusion

The title “Son of man” does not pull Jesus Christ downward from deity; it carries His true
humanity upward into glory. Daniel saw Him in Heaven before Bethlehem revealed Him on
earth. The Gospels show Him forgiving sins, ruling the sabbath, reading hearts,
commanding creation, enduring rejection, and predicting His own death and resurrection.
Hebrews explains why He took flesh and blood. Paul identifies Him as the second Man and
the last Adam. Stephen sees Him glorified at God’s right hand. Revelation displays Him
returning to reclaim the earth. The title stretches from the manger to the throne, from dusty
roads to clouds of glory, from nowhere to lay His head to an everlasting dominion beneath
His feet. Liberal theology sees “man” and erases “Lord.” Scripture joins them without
apology: “the second man is the Lord from heaven.” The Man whom sinners rejected is the
Man whom Heaven appointed to rule them.

His humanity also provides deep comfort without collapsing into sentimental softness. The
believer has a Saviour who truly entered human experience. He knew hunger, weariness,
poverty, betrayal, grief, pain, loneliness, temptation, rejection, and death. Yet He passed
through every trial without one sinful thought, word, or deed. He does not sympathize with
sin, excuse rebellion, or rename wickedness as woundedness. He sympathizes with human
infirmity while supplying grace to resist sin. Because He became man, He could die in our
place. Because He remained sinless, His death could satisfy God. Because He is God, His



sacrifice possesses infinite value. Because He rose bodily, our resurrection is certain.
Because He ascended, we have an Advocate in Heaven. Because He is returning, injustice
has a deadline. The Son of man did not enter our condition merely to understand it. He
entered it to conquer everything that had conquered us.

Every reader must therefore decide what he will do with this Man. Pilate asked, “What shall
| do then with Jesus which is called Christ?” The question still stands, although Pilate’s
judgment seat has turned to dust. A sinner may reduce Him to a teacher, dismiss Him as a
fanatic, use Him as a religious symbol, or receive Him as Lord and Saviour. But he cannot
alter Christ’s identity or prevent His return. The Son of man was lifted up so that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish. Salvation is available now by grace through faith in His
shed blood, burial, and resurrection. The hands that once received nails now hold
Heaven’s authority. The brow once crowned with thorns will wear the diadems of universal
rule. The Man this world cast out will return with the clouds, and when He does, every
beastly kingdom will fall before the Son of man with Heaven in His hands.

4 of 10: The Names and Titles of Jesus Christ — The Son of God No Council Could
Manufacture

“But Jesus answered them, My Father worketh hitherto, and | work.

Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, because he not only had broken the
sabbath, but said also that God was his Father, making himself equal with God.

Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, | say unto you, The Son can do
nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these
also doeth the Son likewise.

For the Father loveth the Son, and sheweth him all things that himself doeth: and he will
shew him greater works than these, that ye may marvel.

For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them; even so the Son quickeneth
whom he will.

For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son:

That all men should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father.”

—John 5:17-23

Introduction

Jesus Christ did not become the Son of God because a roomful of church officials counted
votes, sharpened theological definitions, and issued a religious certificate of approval. He
was the Son of God before any council assembled, before any creed was written, before



any church building was constructed, and before any religious scholar learned enough
vocabulary to become dangerous. Councils may state truth, defend truth, confuse truth, or
deny truth, but they cannot manufacture deity. The sun does not begin shining when a
committee passes a resolution acknowledging daylight. Long before men debated the
person of Christ, the Father had declared Him, the prophets had foretold Him, angels had
announced Him, devils had recognized Him, His works had demonstrated Him, and the
empty tomb had vindicated Him. “The Son of God” is not an honorary title pinned to the
robe of an unusually successful teacher. It identifies Jesus Christ with the nature, authority,
glory, works, and worship belonging to God Himself.

John 5 makes the matter plain enough to offend unbelief and clear enough to condemn it.
Jesus healed a helpless man on the sabbath and then answered His accusers, “My Father
worketh hitherto, and | work.” The Jews understood that He was not claiming sonship in the
general sense that a faithful Israelite might call God his Father. The Holy Ghost records
their conclusion: He was “making himself equal with God.” Christ did not correct them by
saying they had misunderstood His harmless metaphor. He enlarged the claim. Whatever
the Father does, the Son does likewise. As the Father raises the dead, the Son quickens
whom He will. The Father has committed all judgment to the Son, and all men must honor
the Son “even as they honour the Father.” A created being who demanded the same honor
as God would be a blasphemer. Jesus Christ demands it because He is worthy of it.

The doctrine of the Son of God therefore stands at the center of Christianity. Remove His
eternal deity, and the incarnation becomes the birth of another sinner. Remove His sinless
humanity, and there is no lawful human substitute. Remove His equality with the Father,
and His words become arrogance, His worship becomes idolatry, and His cross loses its
infinite worth. But Scripture removes nothing. The eternal Son came in flesh, fulfilled the
law, revealed the Father, bore sin, shed divine blood, rose bodily, ascended to glory, and
will judge the world. Cults attempt to reduce Him to a created spirit, liberals demote Him to
a gifted moral teacher, and modernists compliment His ethics while rejecting every claim
that gives those ethics authority. They want the Sermon on the Mount without the Lord who
delivered it. That is like praising the music while denying the musician existed. The Bible
will not permit such polished nonsense.

1. The Son Before Bethlehem Had a Manger

The Son did not begin when Mary conceived. Galatians 4:4 says, “God sent forth his Son,
made of a woman, made under the law.” God did not create a Son in Bethlehem and then
send Him somewhere. He sent forth the Son who already existed, and that Son was made
of awoman. John 3:16 likewise says that God “gave his only begotten Son,” while John 3:17
says, “God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world



through him might be saved.” Sending presupposes existence before arrival. Christ came
into the world because He was with the Father before entering it. Bethlehem marks the
beginning of His earthly human life, not the beginning of His divine person. The manger held
a newborn body, but the Person occupying that body had already possessed glory with the
Father before the foundation of the world.

InJohn 17:5, Jesus prayed, “O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory
which | had with thee before the world was.” A created angel could not honestly claim to
have shared the Father’s glory before the world existed. Isaiah 42:8 records God saying,
“my glory will | not give to another,” yet the Son speaks of glory possessed with the Fatherin
eternity. There is no contradiction because the Son is not “another” competing deity
standing outside the Godhead. The Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost are one, as 1 John
5:7 declares. Personal distinctions exist without division of essence. The Son speaks to the
Father, is loved by the Father, and is sent by the Father, yet He shares the divine glory and
nature. The doctrine is beyond man’s complete comprehension, but it is not beyond
Scripture’s clear declaration. A truth can rise above human reason without contradicting it.

Hebrews 1 places the Son where no creature can stand. God made the worlds by Him; He
is “the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person”; He upholds “all things
by the word of his power”; and after purging our sins, He sat down at the right hand of the
Majesty on high. The Father then addresses the Son: “Thy throne, O God, is for ever and
ever.” That should settle the matter before a cult representative reaches the second page of
his prepared presentation. The Son is directly called God by the Father, credited with
creation, worshipped by angels, and enthroned forever. Scripture does not place Him at the
top of the created order as though He were the first employee hired by Heaven. He stands
outside creation as its Maker. Angels are servants; the Son is sovereign. Angels minister
before the throne; the Son occupies it. Heaven knows the difference even when religion
pretends to be puzzled.

2. The Son Conceived Without Adam’s Corruption

The miraculous conception did not create Christ’s deity; it provided the sinless human
nature through which the eternal Son entered Adam’s race. Matthew 1:20 records the angel
telling Joseph, “that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.” Luke 1:35 gives Mary
the explanation: “The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall
overshadow thee.” The resulting child would therefore be called “that holy thing” and “the
Son of God.” He was holy from conception, not a sinner who later achieved holiness
through discipline. The virgin birth bypassed ordinary human generation and prevented the
transmission of Adam’s fallen corruption. Christ was genuinely descended from David
according to the flesh, genuinely born of a woman, and genuinely human, yet He did not



enter the world carrying the poisonous inheritance that marks every natural son of Adam.
He came into the condemned family without sharing its condemnation.

Isaiah 7:14 had announced the sign centuries beforehand: “Behold, a virgin shall conceive,
and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.” Matthew interprets that name for the
reader: “God with us.” Not a representative of God, not a man aspiring toward God, and not
a created deputy wearing Heaven’s uniform—God with us. Isaiah 9:6 adds, “For unto us a
child is born, unto us a son is given.” The child was born in time; the Son was given from
eternity. Isaiah then identifies Him as “The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince
of Peace.” The prophet does not blush, apologize, or summon a committee to soften the
language. The child who would sit upon David’s throne is called the mighty God. Unbelief
can dispute the verse, but it cannot make the words disappear. God placed deity and
humanity in the same prophecy because they would meet perfectly in the same Person.

The virgin birth is therefore not a decorative miracle attached to the Christmas story. It
guards the identity and saving qualification of Christ. If Joseph had been His natural father,
Jesus would have been another fallen descendant of Adam requiring redemption for
Himself. If He were not truly born of Mary, He could not stand as man’s kinsman and
substitute. The Bible presents neither a divine phantom nor a promoted sinner. “The Word
was made flesh.” The Son took a real human body, soul, and spirit while remaining the
eternal God. He could hunger because He was man and multiply bread because He was
God. He could sleep in the ship because He was man and command the storm because He
was God. He could die upon the cross because He was man and rise by His own authority
because He was God. Bethlehem did not explain away the mystery; it placed the mystery in
a manger.

3. The Father’s Voice Settled the Identity

At Christ’s baptism, the heavens opened, the Spirit of God descended like a dove, and the
Father spoke: “This is my beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased.” All three persons of the
Godhead appear distinctly in the same scene. The Son stands in the water, the Spirit
descends, and the Father speaks from Heaven. This is not one Person changing masks fast
enough to confuse the audience. The Father is not the Son, the Son is not the Spirit, and the
Spiritis not the Father; yet “these three are one.” Christ’s baptism did not make Him the
Son of God. The Father publicly identified the Son at the commencement of His earthly
ministry. John the Baptist had been given a sign by which to recognize Him, and after seeing
the Spirit abide upon Jesus, John testified, “this is the Son of God.” Heaven supplied both
the witness and the identification.



The Father spoke again at the mount of transfiguration. Peter, James, and John saw Christ’s
face shine as the sun and His raiment become white as the light. Moses and Elias appeared
speaking with Him, and Peter suggested building three tabernacles, placing Christ beside
two servants as though Heaven were arranging a religious convention. The Father
interrupted the proposal: “This is my beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased; hear ye him.”
Moses represented the law, Elias the prophets, but the Son stood above both as their
subject, fulfillment, and Lord. The disciples then saw “no man, save Jesus only.” God did
not allow Peter’s enthusiasm to reduce His Son to one honored voice among three. Heaven
has no interfaith platform and no hall of equals. The Father did not say, “Hear them.” He
said, “Hear ye him.” When the Son speaks, Moses and the prophets have already pointed in
His direction.

Second Peter 1 later refers to this event as the moment when Christ “received from God the
Father honour and glory,” while “there came such a voice to him from the excellent glory.”
Peter did not ground his certainty in religious tradition, emotional experience, or a council’s
decree. He was an eyewitness of Christ’s majesty and heard the Father’s testimony. Yet he
immediately directed believers to the “more sure word of prophecy.” Experiences can be
misremembered, emotions can be manipulated, and religious spectacles can be staged,
but God’s written word stands. The Father’s declaration upon the mount agrees with the
prophetic Scriptures, the apostolic testimony, Christ’s works, and His resurrection. God did
not leave the identity of His Son suspended from one isolated statement. He surrounded
the truth with witnesses on every side. A man who misses Christ’s deity does not suffer
from insufficient evidence; he suffers from a heart determined to cross-examine God.

4. His Enemies Understood What He Claimed

The Jews who opposed Christ repeatedly understood that His claim to divine Sonship
meant equality with God. John 5:18 says they sought to kill Him because He “said also that
God was his Father, making himself equal with God.” Later, in John 10, Jesus declared, “I
and my Father are one.” They immediately took up stones. When Christ asked why they
intended to stone Him, they answered, “for blasphemy; and because that thou, being a
man, makest thyself God.” Once again, Jesus did not respond that they had badly
misunderstood a harmless figure of speech. He appealed to His works, insisted that the
Father was in Him and He in the Father, and left them facing the claim they hated. His
enemies knew He was saying more than that God favored Him. They understood the divine
equality in His words and reached for rocks because rebellion often answers clear doctrine
with violence when it runs out of verses.

At His trial, the high priest demanded, “Art thou the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?” Jesus
answered, “l am,” and then declared that they would see the Son of man sitting on the right



hand of power and coming in the clouds of heaven. The high priest tore his clothes and
charged Him with blasphemy. The issue leading directly to the death sentence was not that
Christ had preached kindness or encouraged people to treat their neighbors better. Rome
and Jerusalem could have survived another moral lecturer. They condemned Him because
His claims left no room for their authority above Him. He identified Himself as Daniel’s
heavenly Son of man, David’s Lord at God’s right hand, and the Son of the Blessed. The
leaders understood enough to recognize the claim and were wicked enough to reject it.
Their theological robes did not hide the condition of their hearts; they merely gave unbelief
longer sleeves.

Even devils identified Him before many religious leaders did. In Mark 5, the unclean spirit
cried, “What have | to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of the most high God?” In Mark 3,
unclean spirits fell before Him and said, “Thou art the Son of God.” Their confession did not
save them because recognition without faith, submission, and redemption is not salvation.
James reminds us that devils believe there is one God and tremble. Still, their testimony
exposes the blindness of men who watched Christ’s works and called Him an impostor.
Devils had no difficulty recognizing the authority that commanded them to leave.
Theologians were still organizing a rebuttal while demons were looking for the exit. Hell
knows Christis no created colleague. Satan tempted Him because He was the Son, devils
feared Him because He was the Son, and the powers of darkness knew their dominion had
met its destroyer.

5. The Son Performs the Works of God

The works attributed to the Son cannot belong to a mere creature. John 1 says all things
were made by Him. Colossians 1 says He created everything in Heaven and earth, visible
and invisible, including thrones, dominions, principalities, and powers. Hebrews 1 says He
laid the foundation of the earth and that the heavens are the works of His hands. A created
Christ cannot create “all things” without creating Himself, which is nonsense dressed in a
necktie. The Son existed before all things, and by Him all things consist. Every angel owes
its existence to Him. Every star occupies the place He appointed. Every atom holds
together beneath His power. Cults may demote Him on paper, but they must borrow
materials from His creation to print the demotion. The hand that distributes their pamphlet
is upheld by the Son it attempts to reduce. That is rebellion living on divine charity.

The Son also possesses authority to give life. In John 5:21 Christ said, “even so the Son
quickeneth whom he will.” He did not pray over Lazarus’s grave as a powerless spectator
hoping God might intervene. He cried, “Lazarus, come forth,” and the dead man obeyed. In
John 10:28 He said of His sheep, “And | give unto them eternal life; and they shall never
perish.” No prophet, angel, priest, pope, preacher, or sacramental institution can make that



promise upon personal authority. Eternal life is God’s possession, and Christ gives it
because life resides in Him. John 5:26 states, “For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath
he given to the Son to have life in himself.” Created beings receive life from another; the Son
has life in Himself. He does not merely point toward resurrection. He says, “l am the
resurrection, and the life.”

Jesus performed works revealing complete authority over creation, disease, devils, sin, and
death. He turned water into wine, multiplied bread, walked upon the sea, stilled storms,
cleansed lepers, opened blind eyes, restored withered limbs, cast out unclean spirits,
forgave sins, and raised the dead. These miracles were not stage tricks arranged to build a
religious brand. They were signs testifying to Israel that the promised Messiah and Son of
God stood among them. John wrote that his selected signs were recorded “that ye might
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life
through his name.” The miracles have an announced doctrinal purpose. They identify the
Person and call for faith. Unbelief looks at a healed blind man and asks for more
paperwork. Faith reads the sign, follows where it points, and receives life from the Son
whose power produced it.

6. The Cross Displayed the Son’s Love and Authority

The cross did not strip Christ of His Sonship; it displayed the love of the Father and Son
within the eternal purpose of redemption. Galatians 2:20 speaks of “the Son of God, who
loved me, and gave himself for me.” The Father gave the Son, and the Son gave Himself.
There was no unwilling victim dragged to an altar by a harsher deity. Christ said, “l lay down
my life,” and “No man taketh it from me.” He possessed authority to lay it down and
authority to take it again. His divine Sonship gave infinite value to His sacrifice, while His
genuine humanity enabled Him to shed blood and die. A created being could not bear the
full weight of the world’s sin or satisfy the holiness of an infinite God. At Calvary, the Son
offered Himself without spot to God, bore the curse, exhausted the judgment, and cried, “It
is finished.” Heaven accepted no installment plan because the payment lacked nothing.

The darkness surrounding the cross did not indicate that Christ ceased to be the Son. The
mockers unknowingly made His identity the center of their taunts: “If thou be the Son of
God, come down from the cross.” Satan had used the same words in the wilderness. Yet
remaining upon the cross, not coming down from it, fulfilled the Father’s will and proved
the perfection of His obedience. He could have descended and destroyed His enemies, but
then sinners would have remained without an atonement. Power restrained by purpose is
not weakness. The nails did not hold Him as firmly as love and obedience did. Even the
Roman centurion, after witnessing the darkness, the earthquake, and the manner of His
death, confessed, “Truly this was the Son of God.” Religious rulers stood near the



Scriptures and mocked; a Gentile soldier stood near the cross and saw. Nearness to
religion has never guaranteed nearness to truth.

The bodily resurrection placed Heaven’s public seal upon every claim Christ made.
Romans 1:4 says He was “declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit
of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.” The verse does not say the resurrection
transformed Him into the Son of God. It declared Him to be what He already was. Men
called Him a blasphemer and sealed His body in a borrowed tomb. God answered by
raising Him from the dead. The resurrection is Heaven’s reversal of earth’s verdict. If Christ
remained dead, His claims collapsed beside His corpse. But He rose in the same body that
had been crucified, showed His wounds, ate before withesses, spoke with His disciples,
and ascended visibly. The stone was not rolled away so He could escape; it was rolled
away so witnesses could see that death had already lost its Prisoner.

7. The Son Must Be Honoured as the Father

John 5:23 states God’s requirement “that all men should honour the Son, even as they
honour the Father.” Those words demolish every religious system that claims to worship
God while denying the deity of Christ. Jesus continued, “He that honoureth not the Son
honoureth not the Father which hath sent him.” A man cannot reject the Son and retain the
Father, because the Father has chosen to reveal Himself through the Son. First John 2:23
says, “Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father.” Sincerity does not repair
that denial. Religious zeal does not repair it. Ancient tradition does not repair it. Any god
who is not the Father of the Lord Jesus Christ is not the God revealed in Scripture. Men may
attach the word “God” to their prayers, buildings, ceremonies, and slogans, but without the
biblical Son, they are addressing an idol wearing a stolen name.

Saving faith specifically concerns the Son. John 3:36 declares, “He that believeth on the
Son hath everlasting life,” while the one who does not believe the Son “shall not see life; but
the wrath of God abideth on him.” First John 5:12 reduces the entire issue to a line no
honest reader can mistake: “He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of
God hath not life.” Salvation in the present Church Age is not gained by joining a church,
keeping Israel’s law, submitting to sacraments, reforming one’s behavior, or admiring
Christ’s ethical teaching. The sinner receives eternal life by believing on the Lord Jesus
Christ and trusting His death, burial, and resurrection as the complete payment for sin.
God does not ask whether a man has become religious enough to deserve the Son. He asks
whether the man has received the Son whom grace freely gives.

The Son also possesses final authority to judge. The Father “hath committed all judgment
unto the Son” and “hath given him authority to execute judgment also, because he is the



Son of man.” The One judged by Caiaphas and Pilate will judge Caiaphas, Pilate, and every
other sinner. At the Judgment Seat of Christ, the saved will have their service examined for
reward, never to determine whether Christ’s blood was sufficient to save them. At the
Great White Throne, the unsaved dead will stand before Him, the books will be opened,
and every rejected word will testify. Men who refuse to honor the Son voluntarily will still
bow before Him necessarily, for every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that Jesus
Christis Lord. Today the Son extends a pierced hand in grace. Tomorrow that same hand
will hold the sceptre. Grace refused does not abolish judgment; it removes the sinner’s last
excuse.

Conclusion

No council manufactured the Son of God. No emperor gave Him deity, no bishop promoted
Him into the Godhead, and no creed supplied a glory He previously lacked. Before councils
met, the Son had created the men who would attend them. Before ink touched parchment,
He upheld the hands that wrote. Before theologians formed arguments, He gave them
minds capable of thought. Scripture’s testimony stands from beginning to end: the Son
existed with the Father before the world, entered humanity through miraculous conception,
received the Father’s public testimony, performed the works of God, claimed equality with
God, accepted the worship due to God, gave His life for sinners, raised Himself from the
dead, and ascended to divine glory. Councils can recognize the mountain, map the
mountain, or deny the mountain. They cannot build it. Jesus Christ does not wait for
institutional religion to decide what He is. God decided that in eternity.

Every counterfeit Christ fails somewhere along this biblical line. The created Christ cannot
make all things. The merely human Christ cannot forgive sins by personal authority. The
adopted Christ cannot possess glory with the Father before the world was. The sinful Christ
cannot serve as the spotless Lamb. The dead Christ cannot give eternal life. The lesser
Christ cannot receive equal honor with the Father. The optional Christ cannot judge every
man. Cults often preserve the name “Jesus” while emptying it of the Person revealed in
Scripture. A label on an empty bottle does not provide the medicine, and a religious system
using Christ’s name does not preach Christ if it denies His deity, blood, resurrection, or
authority. The Jesus who saves is not whichever Jesus human imagination finds
comfortable. He is the eternal Son of God revealed in the King James Bible, and salvation
belongs only to those who receive Him.

The final question is not whether Jesus Christ fits inside man’s philosophy but whether man
will bow before God’s Son. The Father has already spoken: “This is my beloved Son.” The
Scriptures have already testified. The miracles have already pointed. The cross has already
paid. The tomb has already opened. The Son is seated at the right hand of the Father, and



He will return in power and glory. Men may take up stones, compose objections, publish
denials, or assemble councils, but none of them can vote the Son out of Heaven. He was
God before they arrived, He will be God after they are gone, and He remains the only
Saviour while they argue. “Kiss the Son, lest he be angry,” warned Psalm 2. The Son once
stood silent before man’s judgment; mankind will not stand silent forever before His.
Receive Him now as Saviour, because the Son no council could manufacture is the Judge
no council can overrule.

5 of 10: The Names and Titles of Jesus Christ — The Shepherd Who Entered the
Wolves’ Country

“l am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.

But he thatis an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the
wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth
the sheep.

The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for the sheep.

I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine.

As the Father knoweth me, even so know | the Father: and | lay down my life for the sheep.”
—John 10:11-15

Introduction

The Good Shepherd did not stand upon Heaven’s balcony shouting directions to sheep
already caught among thorns. He entered the wilderness Himself. He walked into the
wolves’ country, crossed the ground Adam had cursed, found the scattered, touched the
diseased, carried the weak, confronted the thieves, and laid down His life between the
flock and the destroyer. John 10 does not present a delicate religious painting in which a
spotless shepherd poses beside well-groomed sheep beneath a harmless sunset. It
presents ownership, danger, sacrifice, blood, thieves, robbers, wolves, flight, death,
resurrection, and security. The Shepherd’s goodness is not sentimental softness. It is
holiness joined to courage, compassion armed with authority, and love willing to bleed. A
hireling may deliver lectures about sheep care from behind a locked gate. The Good
Shepherd entered the field, faced the teeth, and became the door through which His sheep
pass from death unto life.

The shepherd title stretches across Scripture. Psalm 23 declares, “The LORD is my
shepherd,” Isaiah 40 shows Him gathering lambs with His arm, Ezekiel 34 exposes leaders
who feed themselves instead of the flock, and John 10 identifies Jesus Christ as the Good



Shepherd who gives His life for the sheep. Hebrews 13 calls Him “that great shepherd of
the sheep,” brought again from the dead through the blood of the everlasting covenant.
First Peter 5 calls Him the Chief Shepherd who shall appear and reward faithful under-
shepherds with a crown of glory that fadeth not away. These are not three different
shepherds but three views of the same Saviour. As the Good Shepherd, He dies for the
sheep. As the Great Shepherd, He rises to guide and perfect them. As the Chief Shepherd,
He returns to inspect and reward those entrusted with their care. The cross, the empty
tomb, and the coming crown stand inside the Shepherd’s title.

Modern religion has turned shepherding into brand management. Sheep become
customers, sermons become products, pulpits become stages, worship becomes
entertainment, and the pastor becomes a religious executive studying market trends while
wolves chew through the nursery fence. Scripture recognizes no ministry in which the
shepherd grows fat while the flock starves. The biblical Shepherd knows His sheep
individually, calls them by hame, leads rather than drives them, feeds them with truth,
protects them from error, corrects their wandering, and refuses to abandon them when
danger arrives. His rod comforts because it strikes what threatens the flock and corrects
what endangers the sheep. His staff reaches into places where foolish sheep have fallen.
Christ does not flatter the wolf, negotiate with the thief, or sell tickets to watch the attack.
He stands between His own and destruction, and everything that comes for the flock must
first reckon with the Shepherd.

1. The LORD Who Walks Through the Valley

Psalm 23 begins with a personal confession: “The LORD is my shepherd; | shall not want.”
David does not say the LORD is merely a shepherd, Israel’s shepherd in some distant
national sense, or the shepherd of more impressive saints. He says, “my shepherd.” The
name “LORD” identifies the covenant God of Israel, and the New Testament identification
of Jesus as the Good Shepherd places Him squarely within that divine work. Christ did not
borrow a pleasant occupation from David’s poetry. He claimed the role Scripture assigns to
the LORD. The Shepherd provides green pastures, still waters, restoration, righteous paths,
protection, a prepared table, an overflowing cup, and a permanent dwelling. The sheep
supplies none of these. Its contribution is dependence. A sheep boasting about its self-
sufficiency would be comedy if human beings did not perform the same act every day while
breathing God’s air and standing upon God’s ground.

“He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.” The
Shepherd understands what the sheep needs better than the sheep does. He knows when
to lead, where to feed, when to rest, and how to restore. He does not promise that every
path will be level, sunny, or free from enemies. The psalm includes “the valley of the



shadow of death” and a table prepared “in the presence of mine enemies.” Biblical comfort
is not the childish promise that nothing painful will happen. It is the stronger promise that
the Shepherd remains present when it does. “Thou art with me” is the center of the valley.
Death is reduced to a shadow because the Shepherd has taken its substance upon
Himself. A shadow may frighten, but it cannot bite. The believer passes through the valley;
he does not purchase property there. The Shepherd knows the road out because He has
already walked through death and returned.

“Thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.” Modern softness wants the staff without the rod,
guidance without correction, comfort without authority, and a shepherd who suggests
while the sheep votes. David found comfort in both instruments. The staff drew wandering
sheep back; the rod struck predators and corrected stubbornness. Christ’s care includes
discipline because love that never corrects is only indifference wearing a smile. Hebrews
12 teaches that the Lord chastens those He loves. He does not cast away His children, but
neither does He applaud them while they graze beside poison. The saved believeris
eternally secure in Christ, yet security is not permission to wander. The Shepherd may use
Scripture, circumstances, conscience, and godly rebuke to turn His own from danger. The
rod in His hand is not evidence that He hates the sheep. It is evidence that He intends to
bring it home alive.

2. The Shepherd Promised to Israel

Isaiah 40:10-11 joins royal power with shepherd tenderness. The Lord GOD comes “with
strong hand,” His arm rules for Him, and His reward is with Him. Then the same arm
gathers lambs, carries them in His bosom, and gently leads those that are with young.
Scripture does not divide strength from compassion as though God must choose between
them. The arm capable of ruling nations is careful enough to carry a lamb. Christ can
rebuke a storm and whisper peace to a grieving heart without changing character. He can
break the oppressor and bind the wounded because perfect power never needs cruelty to
prove itself. Men often become harsh when they feel weak and sentimental when they fear
confrontation. The Shepherd is neither. His gentleness is not nervous weakness, and His
authority is notinsecure bluster. The hand that holds the sceptre also bears the nail print,
and neither the sceptre nor the scar will ever disappear.

Ezekiel 34 addresses Israel’s corrupt shepherds: rulers and leaders who fed themselves
instead of the flock. “Ye eat the fat, and ye clothe you with the wool,” God charged, “but ye
feed not the flock.” They failed to strengthen the diseased, heal the sick, bind the broken,
restore the driven away, or seek the lost. Instead, they ruled with force and cruelty until the
sheep were scattered and became meat to the beasts. This is first a specific indictment
within Israel’s history and covenant setting, not a loose slogan permitting the Church to



steal every promise that follows. Yet its moral exposure reaches every religious leader who
treats people as inventory. A preacher who loves the wool more than the sheep is not a
shepherd; he is a butcher keeping excellent financial records. He may know attendance
figures, donation totals, and advertising reach while failing to know who is starving three
rows from the pulpit.

God’s answer in Ezekiel is not merely to improve the existing management. He says,
“Behold, I, even |, will both search my sheep, and seek them out,” and promises, “l will set
up one shepherd over them, and he shall feed them, even my servant David.” The prophecy
looks toward Israel’s restoration beneath David’s greater Son. It will receive literal
fulfillment when Christ returns, gathers Israel, judges between cattle and cattle, and reigns
upon the promised throne. The Church has not replaced Israel, and a Gentile denomination
has not inherited David’s land covenant by spiritual squatting. Still, the promised Shepherd
has already appeared, been rejected, died, risen, and called both Jews and Gentiles into
one body during the present age of grace. Ezekiel’s national promises remain Israel’s, while
John 10 reveals the same divine Shepherd extending saving grace far beyond Israel. Right
division preserves both truths without making either one disappear.

3. The Good Shepherd Entered Through the Door

John 10 follows the healing of the man born blind in John 9. The Pharisees had cast the
healed man out because he refused to deny what Christ had done. Those religious leaders
claimed to guide Israel while expelling a sheep for recognizing the Shepherd. Jesus then
contrasted the true shepherd with thieves, robbers, strangers, and hirelings. The setting is
not accidental. The Pharisees could inspect a miracle and still choose their institution over
the truth standing before them. They guarded their fold by throwing out the man who had
received sight and resisting the One who gave it. Religious power often calls itself
protection when it is merely control with a hymnbook. The true Shepherd found the
rejected man, revealed Himself, and received his worship. The leaders closed their door;
Christ opened His. The man lost the approval of blind guides and gained the presence of
the One who had opened his eyes.

Christ says the shepherd “entereth in by the door,” while the thief climbs up “some other
way.” Jesus entered Israel’s fold through every appointed requirement. He came in
fulfillment of prophecy, through the virgin birth, in Bethlehem, from David’s royal line
according to the flesh, beneath the law, and with the signs Scripture associated with
Israel’s Messiah. He did not climb over the wall wearing borrowed credentials. John the
Baptist served as the appointed forerunner, the Father spoke from Heaven, the Spirit
descended upon Him, and His works bore witness. Thieves avoid the door because the
door examines credentials. False christs arrive by ambition, deception, political force,



mystical claims, or private revelation. Christ walked through the prophetic doorway in
broad daylight. Every detail of His entrance had been written beforehand, and His enemies
had the documents in their own hands. They missed the Shepherd while studying the gate
specifications.

Jesus then declares, “l am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved.” He is
both the Shepherd who leads and the Door through which salvation is entered. He does not
point toward a collection of equally valid gates. “By me” excludes every rival. “If any man”
opens the invitation to every sinner. “He shall be saved” supplies certainty, not religious
probability. Christ is not one entrance among sacraments, law-keeping, morality,
philosophy, denominational membership, and human sincerity. He is the Door. A man
cannot climb into salvation through ancestry, crawl under judgment through good works, or
purchase a side entrance from an earthly priest. Thieves climb because pride hates to
enter where God commands. Faith walks through the Door because it believes the
Shepherd. The opening is wide enough for any sinner who comes by faith and narrow
enough to exclude every man determined to carry his self-righteousness with him.

4. The Shepherd Knows and Calls His Own

“The sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out.”
Christ does not manage an anonymous religious herd. He knows His own individually. He
knew Peter’s instability, Thomas’s doubts, Nathanael’s private location beneath the fig tree,
Zacchaeus in the sycomore tree, Mary weeping outside the tomb, and Saul breathing out
threatenings on the Damascus road. After His resurrection, one word—“Mary”—turned
grief into recognition. The Shepherd does not need a membership database to remember
who belongs to Him. He knows the believer’s name, need, weakness, service, failure, and
future. This knowledge is not the distant awareness of an administrator reading reports. Itis
personal ownership joined to perfect care. Earthly friends may forget, churches may
overlook, and human shepherds may fail, but the Lord never loses a sheep in the
paperwork. Heaven’s records do not suffer clerical errors.

His sheep recognize His voice because His voice agrees with His written word. The Spirit of
God does not lead believers contrary to the Book He inspired. A voice inviting sin, denying
doctrine, flattering pride, or contradicting Scripture is not the Shepherd’s voice, no matter
how warm the feeling accompanying it. Christ said, “A stranger will they not follow, but will
flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers.” Spiritual discernment therefore
requires familiarity with Scripture. Sheep fed only religious entertainment will follow any
noise that resembles enthusiasm. Churches have traded exposition for atmosphere and
then wondered why the flock cannot identify wolves. A believer learns the Shepherd’s voice
by hearing, reading, believing, and obeying His words. The counterfeit becomes obvious



when the genuine is known. Bank tellers study real currency; shepherded Christians study
the Book. A flock unfamiliar with Scripture will mistake a salesman’s whistle for the
Shepherd’s call.

Christ leads His sheep; He does not merely point toward a path He refuses to travel. “When
he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them.” He went before them into rejection,
suffering, death, resurrection, and glory. No valley in the believer’s path is unknown
territory to Him. His leadership does not always follow the route human comfort would
choose, but it always follows righteousness. Psalm 23 says, “he leadeth me in the paths of
righteousness for his name’s sake.” The Shepherd’s reputation is attached to the
destination. He does not lead His sheep into doctrinal error, moral compromise, worldly
conformity, or spiritual starvation. When professing Christians claim divine leadership into
what Scripture condemns, they have confused the Shepherd with their appetite. Christ
never leads a sheep away from Christlike holiness. Grace rescues from sin; it does not
obtain a permit allowing the sheep to graze peacefully in it.

5. The Shepherd Who Died Instead of the Sheep

“l am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.” Christ’s
goodness is displayed at Calvary. He did not merely risk His life, suffer beside the sheep, or
die as an inspiring example of devotion. He gave His life in their place. Isaiah 53 had spoken
of men wandering like sheep: “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one
to his own way.” The verse does not describe innocent victims who accidentally became
confused. Sheep wander, and sinners choose their own way. Yet “the LORD hath laid on
him the iniquity of us all.” The Shepherd became the Lamb and bore the judgment deserved
by the flock. He stepped between the sword and the sheep. Zechariah had prophesied,
“Awake, O sword, against my shepherd,” and at Calvary the sword of divine judgment
struck the Shepherd so believing sheep could live.

Christ’s death was voluntary. In John 10:18 He says, “No man taketh it from me, but | lay it
down of myself.” The wolf did not overpower Him, Rome did not corner Him, Judas did not
outsmart Him, and the rulers did not push Heaven’s plan off schedule. Human actors
remained guilty for their wicked choices, yet Christ moved willingly toward the appointed
hour. He could have called more than twelve legions of angels, but He stayed. The nails
pierced His hands, yet His obedience held Him more firmly than iron. A hireling leaves the
sheep to save his own skin; the Good Shepherd surrendered His skin to save the sheep. He
knew every lash, thorn, insult, nail, and hour of darkness before entering Jerusalem.
Courage sometimes walks forward because it cannot see the danger. Christ saw the entire
cross and walked toward it anyway.



The Shepherd’s blood accomplished redemption. Hebrews 13 speaks of “the blood of the
everlasting covenant,” and Acts 20:28 declares that God purchased the Church “with his
own blood.” The sinner is not saved by imitating sheep, admiring shepherds, joining a flock,
submitting to water, or learning religious vocabulary. He is saved by grace through faith in
the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The blood pays the debt, satisfies
justice, washes away sin, and establishes peace with God. The Good Shepherd did not die
to make salvation merely possible if sinners later complete the unfinished work with
sacraments and perseverance. He cried, “Itis finished.” The sheep contributes no merit to
the Shepherd’s sacrifice. A lamb carried from a pit does not invoice the shepherd for
assistance rendered. Salvation is wholly of grace, received by faith, secured by Christ, and
grounded in blood that never loses its value.

6. The Great Shepherd Brought Again from the Dead

Hebrews 13:20 calls Jesus “that great shepherd of the sheep,” whom “the God of peace”
brought again from the dead “through the blood of the everlasting covenant.” The Good
Shepherd title points especially to His sacrificial death; the Great Shepherd title displays
Him alive from the dead, actively working in His people. A dead shepherd leaves a
memorial. The risen Shepherd leads a flock. Christ did not survive merely in the moral
influence of His teaching or in the emotional memories of His disciples. His body left the
tomb. He showed His wounds, ate before witnesses, spoke with His followers, and
ascended visibly. Death attacked the Shepherd and lost its teeth. The grave received Him
as though He were another victim and discovered too late that it had admitted its
Conqueror. Because the Shepherd lives, every blood-bought sheep will also be raised. The
flock’s future is tied to the life of its Head.

The prayer in Hebrews continues by asking God to make believers “perfect in every good
work to do his will,” working in them “that which is wellpleasing in his sight, through Jesus
Christ.” The Great Shepherd does not merely rescue sheep from judgment and then leave
them wandering unattended. He equips them for obedience, correct doctrine, fruitful
service, holy conduct, and steadfast faith. Eternal security does not produce spiritual
laziness when taught biblically; it provides the settled relationship from which grateful
obedience grows. The sheep is not kept by behaving well enough to remain purchased. It
behaves because it belongs to the Shepherd who purchased it. Christ works within His own
through the Spirit and the word, shaping conduct that pleases God. Grace is not a
hammock strung between conversion and the Rapture. It is the power of God teaching
saved people to deny ungodliness and live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present
world.



The risen Shepherd also secures His sheep. Jesus says in John 10:28, “I give unto them
eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.”
He adds that no man can pluck them from His Father’s hand. The believer is held within the
grasp of the Son and the Father, possessing eternal—not temporary, probationary, or
renewable—life. The verse does not say the sheep keeps itself from perishing by
maintaining flawless behavior. Sheep are not famous for navigation, combat skills, or
advanced theological judgment. Their safety lies in the Shepherd’s hand. This does not
excuse sin; the Shepherd disciplines His own. But chastening within the family is not
expulsion from it. If one redeemed sheep could finally perish, Christ’s promise would fail,
eternal life would become temporary, and the wolf would prove stronger than the
Shepherd. John 10 leaves the wolf no such compliment.

7.The Chief Shepherd and the Hirelings’ Inspection

First Peter 5 addresses elders charged with feeding “the flock of God which is among you.”
The flock belongs to God, not to the preacher. An elder serves as an under-shepherd, never
as the owner. He is to exercise oversight willingly, not for filthy lucre, and not as a lord over
God’s heritage, but as an example to the flock. Biblical pastoral authority is real, yet it is
delegated, bounded by Scripture, and accountable to Christ. A pastor is not called to build
a private kingdom, collect admirers, or train people to depend upon his personality. His
duty is to feed them God’s word, guard them against wolves, model sound conduct, and
point them continually to the Chief Shepherd. A preacher who puts his own photograph
larger than Christ’s name may already be telling the flock which shepherd he thinks
matters most.

Hirelings reveal themselves when the wolf arrives. Jesus says the hireling “leaveth the
sheep, and fleeth” because he “careth not for the sheep.” The hireling may remain while
offerings are strong, applause is warm, and ministry improves his reputation. Let doctrinal
controversy threaten the platform, let sin require public rebuke, let cultural pressure turn
against Scripture, or let defending the flock cost money, and he begins studying emergency
exits. Wolves rarely enter wearing fur and announcing their appetite. They arrive with
polished language, religious credentials, flattering promises, and doctrine designed to
weaken the fence. Acts 20 warns that grievous wolves would enter among the flock and
that men would arise speaking perverse things to draw away disciples after themselves.
The faithful shepherd names danger plainly. Love that refuses to warn the sheep because
the wolf might feel unwelcome is not Christian love; it is pastoral surrender.

Peter promises, “And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of
glory that fadeth not away.” Christ will inspect every under-shepherd’s labor. Attendance
totals, building size, social popularity, denominational rank, and impressive branding will



not determine the verdict. The Chief Shepherd will judge faithfulness. Some unknown
pastor who fed a small flock with sound doctrine, prayed through their grief, confronted
error, and refused to sell the pulpit may receive greater reward than a celebrated religious
executive whose face covered billboards while his sheep lived on crumbs. The crown will
not be awarded for celebrity but fidelity. Christ’s appearing brings comfort to faithful
servants and terror to hirelings whose ministries were little more than shearing operations.
Every shepherd beneath Christ is temporary, every flock remains His property, and every
ministry record will finally be opened before the One whose blood purchased the sheep.

Conclusion

The shepherd portrait begins with “The LORD is my shepherd” and reaches its fullness in
Jesus Christ. He is the Shepherd promised to Israel, the Good Shepherd who lays down His
life, the Great Shepherd raised from the dead, and the Chief Shepherd who will appear. He
leads beside still waters, walks through the valley, seeks the scattered, binds the wounded,
confronts thieves, exposes hirelings, gives His life, takes it up again, secures His sheep,
equips them for obedience, and rewards faithful servants. No other shepherd has carried
such authority, endured such wounds, defeated such enemies, or promised such security.
David knew the Shepherd’s care, Isaiah saw His arm, Ezekiel foretold His coming, John
watched Him enter the fold, Hebrews proclaimed Him alive, and Peter looked toward His
appearing. The entire portrait belongs to one Saviour, and every line directs the eye toward
Jesus Christ.

The sheep must hear His voice and follow Him. This is not salvation by human endurance
or obedient performance. A sinner is saved once and forever by trusting Christ’s finished
work, but the saved life should bear the marks of the Shepherd’s leadership. His sheep
should love His word, flee strange voices, reject poisonous doctrine, remain near the flock,
submit to biblical correction, and walk in paths of righteousness. A professing Christian
who continually prefers the wolf’s voice to the Shepherd’s should examine whether he has
ever entered through the Door. Christ does not save men so they can wander comfortably
through every pasture Satan advertises. He saves them from judgment, claims them as His
own, and leads them toward holiness. The Shepherd’s voice will never flatter rebellion,
excuse unbelief, or contradict the Book. Grace brings the sheep home; it does not rename
the wilderness home.

The Shepherd entered the wolves’ country and did not flee. He met sin at the cross, death
in the tomb, Satan upon his own battlefield, and judgment in the sinner’s place. He arose
with the flock’s ransom paid and the grave’s authority broken. He now holds His own in a
hand no enemy can open, and He will return as Chief Shepherd with His reward. The world
may still prefer hirelings who perform, flatter, entertain, and disappear when teeth show at



the fence. The sheep of Christ have something better. They have a Shepherd who knows
every name, sees every wound, corrects every dangerous path, walks through every valley,
and has never lost one sheep purchased by His blood. His staff reaches the wandering, His
rod answers the wolf, His voice leads the obedient, and His house waits at the journey’s
end. The Shepherd bears scars, the wolf has broken teeth, and the sheep are going home.

6 of 10: The Names and Titles of Jesus Christ — The Bread Heaven Sent to a Starving
World

“And Jesus said unto them, | am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger;
and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.

But | said unto you, That ye also have seen me, and believe not.

All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me | will in no wise
cast out.

For | came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me.
And this is the Father’s will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me | should
lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day.”

— John 6:35-39

Introduction

A starving man does not need the menu polished, the silverware blessed, or the dining
room redecorated. He needs bread. Fallen man entered the world spiritually dead,
separated from God, and unable to produce the life his soul requires, yet religion has spent
centuries polishing plates for corpses. Philosophy decorates the table with impressive
language. Education rearranges the chairs. Morality teaches the hungry man proper table
manners. Sacramental religion locks the pantry and sells admission tickets to the kitchen.
Meanwhile, Jesus Christ stands before a famished world and says, “l am the bread of life.”
He does not merely announce that He has bread, knows where bread may be found, or can
teach men to bake it for themselves. He is the Bread. Salvation is not a religious ration
distributed by an institution. Eternal life is found in a Person, and that Person came down
from Heaven to satisfy a hunger no earthly loaf can touch.

John 6 begins with Christ feeding five thousand men, besides women and children, from
five barley loaves and two small fishes. The multitude ate “as much as they would,” twelve
baskets of fragments remained, and the miracle displayed the creative power of the Son of
God. Yet the crowd saw free food more clearly than divine glory. They pursued Christ across
the sea because their stomachs remembered the meal. Jesus exposed their motive: “Ye



seek me, not because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did eat of the loaves, and were
filled.” They wanted another breakfast, not the Bread of Life. Human nature has not
changed. Give natural man a Christ who finances his ambition, heals every discomfort,
improves his social standing, and keeps the pantry full, and he will follow until the benefits
stop. Offer him a Christ who exposes sin and demands faith, and suddenly he remembers
an appointment elsewhere.

Christ then carried the conversation from Moses’ manna to the true Bread from Heaven,
from temporary nourishment to everlasting life, and from physical eating to believing upon
the Son. The passage repeatedly explains itself. “He that cometh to me shall never hunger;
and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.” Coming answers hunger; believing answers
thirst. Jesus later says, “He that believeth on me hath everlasting life.” Yet Rome reaches
past Christ’s own explanation, drags the passage toward an altar, and turns faith into
sacramental chewing. The result is a religious pantry stocked with ceremony while souls
remain uncertain whether they possess eternal life. John 6 is not teaching a priestly
transformation of bread into Christ’s literal body. It is presenting the Son Himself as the
object of saving faith. The Bread is received by believing, the life is everlasting, and the
believer is promised resurrection—not another appointment with a wafer.

1. Manna for a Nation That Could Not Feed Itself

Exodus 16 finds Israel in the wilderness after redemption from Egypt and passage through
the Red Sea. The nation had witnessed plagues upon Egypt, blood upon the doorposts,
Pharaoh’s army drowned, and God’s mighty hand displayed, yet hunger quickly turned their
testimony into murmuring. They complained that Moses and Aaron had brought them into
the wilderness “to kill this whole assembly with hunger.” Memory under the control of the
flesh becomes a talented liar. Egypt’s bondage suddenly looked like a banquet, and slavery
acquired a pleasant aroma once the wilderness became uncomfortable. God did not owe
Israel bread, but He answered their murmuring with mercy: “Behold, | will rain bread from
heaven for you.” The food came from above because the wilderness could not produce
what the nation needed. Salvation follows the same pattern. The world cannot grow eternal
life from its cursed soil. Bread must come down from Heaven.

The manna was small, round, and discovered upon the ground after the dew had gone up.
Israel looked at it and asked, “What is it?” Moses answered, “This is the bread which the
LORD hath given you to eat.” It had to be gathered personally, received according to God’s
command, and depended upon daily during Israel’s wilderness journey. No Israelite could
nourish himself by admiring manna in his neighbor’s vessel. A father’s gathering did not
excuse another household from receiving God’s provision. Likewise, no sinner is saved by
parental faith, family tradition, national heritage, or proximity to believing people. Christ



must be personally received by faith. A man can live beside a bakery and starve if he
refuses the bread. He can sit beneath Gospel preaching, own several Bibles, repeat
Christian phrases, and remain dead in sin. Truth stored on another man’s shelf does not
feed the soul that refuses to receive it.

Manna sustained physical life, but it could not give eternal life. Jesus reminded the Jews in
John 6:49, “Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are dead.” That statement
was not disrespect toward Moses; it established the limitation of the type. Manna
preserved Israel through the wilderness, but every Israelite who ate it eventually died.
Christ declares, “This is the bread which cometh down from heaven, that a man may eat
thereof, and not die.” The comparison moves from shadow to substance, temporal
provision to eternal life, and Israel’s wilderness bread to God’s incarnate Son. Moses did
not give the true Bread from Heaven. The Father gives Him. Religion often becomes so
attached to the basket that it misses the bread, so enchanted with the type that it rejects
the fulfilment. Israel’s fathers ate miracle food and died. The sinner who believes on Christ
receives everlasting life and cannot perish.

2. Bread in the Presence of God

Within Israel’s tabernacle stood a table bearing twelve loaves called the shewbread,
arranged before the LORD continually. Leviticus 24 connects the loaves with Israel’s twelve
tribes and calls the arrangement “an everlasting covenant.” This bread belonged to Israel’s
priestly and covenantal order under the law. It must not be ripped from its setting and
turned into a Church Age sacrament by a religious system looking for furniture to decorate
its altar. Nevertheless, the shewbread forms part of Scripture’s developing witness to
Christ. It stood in the holy place, illuminated by the candlestick, before the veil, in the
presence of God. The bread testified that Israel’s life, fellowship, and sustenance
depended upon divine provision. The nation did not keep itself alive before God by its own
agricultural genius. God had brought it from Egypt, covenanted with it, fed it, and placed its
representative loaves continually before His face.

The table and bread also remind us that fellowship with God rests upon His provision, not
man’s invention. Nadab and Abihu learned that God does not accept strange fire merely
because religious men find it exciting. Cain learned that cultivated produce cannot replace
an appointed blood sacrifice. Israel’s tabernacle operated according to a revealed pattern,
not creative worship planning. Modern religion often treats worship as a buffet where every
generation contributes whatever tastes popular, but God has never requested culinary
advice from sinners. Christis the true provision toward which the tabernacle shadows
point. He is the altar, sacrifice, priest, light, door, and bread in fulfilment, though each type
must be handled according to its own context. The shadows were not useless, but neither



were they the final substance. A shadow may announce that someone is approaching, but
only a fool embraces the pavement after the person arrives.

David’s eating of the shewbread in a time of need later became part of Christ’s answer to
the Pharisees. Jesus used the incident to expose men who could quote regulations while
missing mercy, authority, and the Lord standing before them. The Pharisees knew the
arrangement of sacred bread but did not recognize the Bread of Life. This is one of religion’s
favorite tricks: master the furniture and miss the Owner of the house. Men can study
tabernacle measurements, debate ceremonial details, observe appointed days, and
remain strangers to the Saviour pictured by them. The law had a real God-given purpose for
Israel, but it could never impart eternal life to fallen man. Galatians says that if
righteousness came by the law, Christ died in vain. The bread upon Israel’s table testified to
dependence. The Bread from Heaven provides what ceremonies could picture but never
produce—a living relationship with God through faith in His Son.

3. The Multitude That Wanted Another Free Meal

The feeding of the five thousand was a genuine Messianic sign performed within Christ’s
ministry to Israel. Jesus saw the multitude, tested Philip, received the small provision
brought by Andrew, gave thanks, and distributed until everyone was filled. He did not
stretch the food by handing out symbolic crumbs accompanied by an inspiring lecture on
sharing. He multiplied matter. The same Creator who supplied manna in the wilderness
produced abundance in His hands. Twelve baskets remained, a number fitting Israel’s
national setting and the sign presented before the Jewish multitude. The miracle
demonstrated that the promised King could feed His people and that creation obeyed Him
without hesitation. Human government requires farms, factories, budgets, committees,
delivery systems, and usually a mountain of forms before distributing lunch. Christ blessed
five loaves and fed thousands. Omnipotence travels light and leaves leftovers.

When the crowd saw the miracle, they said, “This is of a truth that prophet that should
come into the world,” and intended to take Him by force to make Him king. Their conclusion
contained some truth, but their motive remained carnal. They wanted a king who could
maintain the food supply without confronting their sin. Jesus departed because Israel’s
kingdom could not be established by a hungry mob seizing a miracle worker for political
convenience. The crown would come according to the Father’s timetable, after rejection,
the cross, resurrection, ascension, Tribulation, and Second Advent. Christ did not submit
His mission to popular enthusiasm. A crowd can shout correct titles for incorrect reasons.
Churches still discover that free meals, entertainment, emotional excitement, and
promises of earthly success can fill seats rapidly. But when Christ begins preaching about
unbelief, sacrifice, and eternal life, the crowd starts checking the exits.



The next day, the multitude followed Him to Capernaum. Jesus immediately uncovered
their appetite: “Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth
unto everlasting life.” He was not forbidding honest work for daily food; other Scriptures
command labor and responsibility. He was exposing the madness of spending one’s entire
life acquiring what must perish while neglecting the soul that will meet God. Men will work
overtime for bread that molds, sacrifice families for money that changes owners, exhaust
bodies for pleasures that vanish, and then claim they are too busy to hear the Gospel. The
stomach becomes their god, the workplace becomes their temple, and the grave
eventually closes the restaurant. Christ redirected the crowd from temporary food to
everlasting life, but carnal men wanted a fuller basket, not a cleansed soul. Hunger can
bring a man near Jesus without bringing him to faith in Jesus.

4. The Bread That Came Down from Heaven

Jesus declared, “l am the living bread which came down from heaven.” That claim
establishes His preexistence and incarnation. He came down because He existed above
before appearing below. Bethlehem was not the origin of His person; it was the place where
the eternal Son entered human flesh. The crowd murmured because they knew Joseph and
Mary and assumed earthly familiarity cancelled heavenly origin. They saw the carpenter’s
household and thought they had explained the Creator. Unbelief always mistakes
acquaintance with surface details for knowledge of the truth. The Son’s body was
conceived by the Holy Ghost and born of the virgin Mary, but His divine person had shared
glory with the Father before the world was. The Bread of Life was not baked in Bethlehem by
human generation. God prepared a body, the Word was made flesh, and Heaven’s provision
entered the starving world within reach of sinners.

Christis true Bread because spiritual life resides in Him. John 1 says, “In him was life,” John
5 says the Son has “life in himself,” and John 11 records His declaration, “l am the
resurrection, and the life.” He does not distribute eternal life as though it were a substance
independent of Himself. The believer receives life by receiving Christ. That is why
Christianity cannot be reduced to ethics, ceremonies, social improvement, or imitation. A
starving man may study the chemistry of bread, memorize recipes, praise the baker’s
character, and deliver speeches about nutrition while remaining hungry. Knowledge about
Christis notidentical to possessing Christ. The devils know His identity and tremble.
Saving faith rests upon the Person and finished work of the Son of God. Christ died for our
sins, was buried, and rose again. The sinner who believes is joined to the living Saviour and
possesses life because the Bread lives.

Christ also satisfies completely: “he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that
believeth on me shall never thirst.” This does not promise that believers will never



experience physical hunger, emotional sorrow, earthly disappointment, or spiritual longing
for greater fellowship. It promises that the fundamental hunger created by separation from
God is answered permanently in Christ. The saved man no longer searches for another
redeemer, another sacrifice, another mediator, or another source of eternal life. Christ is
sufficient. The world offers endless substitutes because none of them satisfies. Pleasure
demands another experience, wealth another dollar, pride another compliment, education
another degree, and religion another ceremony. Sin serves appetizers that increase hunger
and sends the bill to the grave. Christ gives eternal life freely and becomes the settled
portion of the believing soul. The world keeps changing its menu because yesterday’s
promise left everybody hungry.

5. Coming and Believing Explain the Eating

John 6 explains its own spiritual imagery before introducing the language about eating
Christ’s flesh and drinking His blood. Verse 35 places the meaning in parallel: “he that
cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.” Coming to
Christ corresponds to eating; believing on Christ corresponds to drinking. Verse 40
continues, “every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have everlasting
life.” Verse 47 states with unmistakable simplicity, “He that believeth on me hath
everlasting life.” The verb is not chews, swallows, attends Mass, receives a wafer, or
submits to a priest. It is “believeth.” God wrote the answer repeatedly because He knew
religious men would eventually carry a pantry into the passage and pretend not to see it.
Saving reception is inward faith in the Son, not physical digestion of consecrated bread.

Christ’s words about eating His flesh and drinking His blood are strong because they
expose superficial followers and demand personal reception of His sacrificial work. His
flesh would be given “for the life of the world,” pointing toward the cross. His blood would
be shed as the price of redemption. To eat and drink is to appropriate personally what
another provides. A man receives nourishment into himself rather than admiring it from
across the room. In the same way, the sinner must personally receive Christ by faith rather
than merely acknowledge that He died historically. Yet nothing in the passage describes an
earthly priest, an altar, a liturgical formula, a transformed wafer, or repeated sacramental
reception. The Lord’s Supper had not yet been instituted, and the audience did not gather
around a communion table. The subject is eternal life through believing upon the Son
whom the Father sent.

When the disciples murmured at the saying, Jesus supplied another decisive explanation:
“It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that | speak unto you,
they are spirit, and they are life.” A literalistic, carnal interpretation collides headfirst with
Christ’s own clarification. Physical flesh placed into the digestive system does not quicken



the soul. His words are spirit and life, and faith comes by hearing the word of God. The
offended disciples had been thinking on the natural level while Christ spoke of spiritual
reception. Many turned back because they wanted bread for the body without truth for the
soul. Peter remained and answered, “Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of
eternal life.” He did not say Christ had the ritual of eternal life. He pointed to His words.
Rome found an altar in John 6; Peter found the words of the Son of God.

6. The Sacramental Table That Cannot Feed the Soul

Rome teaches that bread and wine become the actual body and blood of Christ and that
sacramental reception conveys grace. John 6 is commonly recruited as though Jesus had
handed the multitude a theological blueprint for the Mass. But the chapter itself refuses
the assignment. Christ says repeatedly that everlasting life belongs to the one who
believes. He identifies coming and believing as the answer to hunger and thirst. He
declares His words to be spirit and life. No priest appears, no bread is consecrated as His
body, no cup is offered as His blood, and no altar is erected. Turning John 6 into
sacramental flesh-eating requires ignoring what Christ explains and importing what the
religious system needs. That is not interpretation; it is doctrinal furniture moving. When a
verse will not enter Rome’s house willingly, tradition carries it through the window and
rearranges the room around it.

The Lord’s Supper, instituted later, is a memorial for believers, not a continuation of
Calvary. Jesus said, “this do in remembrance of me.” Paul repeats that instructionin 1
Corinthians 11 and says believers show the Lord’s death “till he come.” The bread and cup
proclaim a finished historical sacrifice; they do not transform into the literal body and
blood of Christ or offer Him again. Hebrews declares that Christ offered “one sacrifice for
sins for ever” and that “by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.”
The repetition in that chapter belongs to the ineffective sacrifices of the law, not to Christ’s
completed work. A priest who keeps offering what Christ finished is not honoring Calvary’s
sufficiency. He is placing a religious question mark after “It is finished.” Heaven requires no
fresh sacrifice, re-presentation, or sacramental installment. The Lamb’s one offering
settled the account.

Sacramentalism also transfers confidence from Christ’s promise to an institution’s
machinery. Instead of knowing that “he that believeth on me hath everlasting life,” the
participant is kept returning for administered grace, never certain the accountis
permanently settled. That uncertainty serves the system well because a customer who
believes the debt is paid stops visiting the cashier. The New Testament teaches salvation by
grace through faith, “not of works,” and gives the believer eternal security in Christ. The
saved man should observe the Lord’s Supper reverently in remembrance, examine himself,



and proclaim the Lord’s death, but the ordinance does not regenerate him, maintain his
justification, or place Christ into his stomach. Christ enters by faith, not digestion. A wafer
can touch the tongue while unbelief rules the heart. The Bread of Life is received when the
sinner believes the Gospel and rests completely upon the crucified and risen Son of God.

7. The Bread That Keeps Everyone Who Receives Him

John 6 does not merely promise initial life; it promises preservation and resurrection. Jesus
says, “All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me | willin no
wise cast out.” The sinner who comes by faith is not accepted temporarily, placed on
probation, and threatened with eviction whenever he stumbles. Christ says, “in no wise
cast out.” The strength of the promise rests upon His will, not the believer’s emotional
stability. He continues, “of all which he hath given me | should lose nothing, but should
raise it up again at the last day.” If Christ loses one blood-bought believer, He fails the
Father’s will stated in the passage. Eternal security is not confidence in the sheep’s grip
upon the Shepherd; it is confidence in the Shepherd’s grip upon the sheep. The Bread gives
everlasting life, not a spiritual meal ticket that expires after one bad week.

The promise of resurrection shows that salvation embraces the believer’s final bodily
destiny. Four times in John 6 Christ speaks of raising the believer “at the last day.” The body
may weaken, suffer, and enter the grave, but death cannot cancel the life Christ gives. For
the Church, the full doctrinal revelation later given through Paul identifies the believer’s
blessed hope: the Lord descends, the dead in Christ rise first, living believers are changed,
and together they are caught up to meet Him in the air. This is the pre-Tribulation Rapture of
the body of Christ, distinct from the visible Second Advent when Christ returns to judge the
nations and establish His earthly kingdom. The Bread from Heaven does not merely sustain
the soul until death. The risen Christ guarantees a redeemed body. The grave may consume
flesh, but it cannot digest a promise spoken by the Son of God.

Complete satisfaction in Christ should also govern the believer’s daily walk. Colossians
says, “ye are complete in him.” A Christian need not forage through pagan spirituality,
mystical exercises, worldly philosophy, psychological fads, or ceremonial religion to
supplement what Christ supposedly forgot to provide. The believer possesses redemption,
forgiveness, acceptance, spiritual life, the indwelling Spirit, access to the Father, and a
certain heavenly future in Christ. That completeness does not excuse laziness; it
empowers obedience. A well-fed soldier should be ready for duty, not asleep beside the
supply wagon. The believer feeds upon Scripture, grows in doctrine, prays, serves,
worships, and walks in holiness because Christ is his life. Spiritual hunger after
righteousness draws him deeper into fellowship with the same Saviour; it does not send



him shopping for another bread. Everything outside Christ promises variety and delivers
emptiness. Everything God gives the believer is found in His Son.

Conclusion

The bread line running through Scripture leads directly to Jesus Christ. Manna descended
upon Israel’s wilderness camp but could not prevent death. The shewbread stood
continually before God but belonged to a shadowed covenant order. Five loaves multiplied
in Christ’s hands and fed thousands, yet the satisfied crowd became hungry again. Then
the Son declared, “l am the bread of life.” He is the reality toward which every earlier
provision pointed. He came down from Heaven, took flesh, walked among hungry men,
gave His body upon the cross, shed His blood for sin, rose from the grave, and now gives
everlasting life to everyone who believes. Christ is not another item upon religion’s crowded
menu. He is God’s only Bread for a dying world. Every other table eventually clears, every
earthly appetite returns, and every human provider enters the grave. The Bread of Life arose
from it.

John 6 leaves no excuse for confusing faith with flesh-eating. Christ says the one who
comes will never hunger, the one who believes will never thirst, the one who believes has
everlasting life, His words are spirit and life, He will cast out none who come, He will lose
none given to Him, and He will raise them up. Rome may place an altar where Christ placed
faith, a priest where Christ placed Himself, and a recurring sacrament where Christ placed
everlasting life, but the words remain on the page. The Lord’s Supper remembers a finished
sacrifice; it does not manufacture another one. Salvation is received once by believing the
Gospel of Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection. The sinner does not chew his way into
eternal life. He believes on the Son of God. The mouth may receive bread while the heart
remains unbelieving, but faith receives Christ and passes from death unto life.

The world remains crowded with starving people carrying full shopping bags. They
consume pleasures, possessions, entertainment, education, praise, ambition, religion,
and sin, yet the soul continues crying for what none of those things can supply. Earth’s
philosophies can decorate the dinner table, but they cannot feed the dead. Religion can
polish the plate, bless the utensils, charge admission, and leave the sinner famished
enough to return next week. Jesus Christ offers Himself. He paid the price, completed the
work, opened the way, and promised never to cast out the sinner who comes. The Bread
Heaven sent cannot spoil, diminish, fail, or run out. Whoever receives Him by faith has
everlasting life, complete acceptance, permanent security, and the certainty of
resurrection. A man may gorge himself upon the whole world and enter eternity starving, or
he may believe on Christ and discover that Heaven’s Bread satisfies forever.



7 of 10: The Names and Titles of Jesus Christ — The Light Darkness Could Neither
Smother nor Silence

“Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, | am the light of the world: he that followeth me
shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.”
—John 8:12

Introduction

Jesus Christ did not enter a neutral world waiting politely for information. He entered a
world that loved darkness because its deeds were evil. Men were not merely uninformed,;
they were hiding. The Light came, shutters closed, curtains were drawn, and religious
leaders began searching for a way to extinguish Him. They did not hate Christ because He
failed to provide evidence. They hated Him because His presence supplied too much
evidence. Light does not flatter the room; it reveals what the darkness concealed. It shows
the dust beneath the furniture, the stain beneath the rug, and the thief crouching behind
the curtain. Modern religion wants a decorative Christ who glows softly enough to improve
the atmosphere without exposing anybody’s sin. The Jesus of the King James Bible is not a
candle placed upon man’s dining table for ambience. He is the Light of the world, and every
man must either come to that Light or retreat farther into darkness.

The title reaches from creation to eternity. Genesis opens with darkness upon the face of
the deep and God commanding, “Let there be light.” Israel later traveled beneath a pillar of
fire that gave light by night. The golden candlestick burned in the tabernacle before the
LORD. The prophets announced a great Light arising upon those who sat in darkness.
John’s Gospel identifies Christ as “the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into
the world.” Saul of Tarsus met that Light above the brightness of the sun on the road to
Damascus. Believers are commanded to shine as lights in a crooked and perverse nation.
Revelation finally shows New Jerusalem needing neither sun nor moon, “for the glory of
God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof.” The Bible’s story does not move from
primitive darkness to enlightened man. It moves from God’s light rejected to God’s Light
enthroned.

Christ gives life, truth, holiness, discernment, revelation, direction, and hope, yet the same
Light affects men differently according to their response. It comforts the repentant and
exposes the hypocrite. It guides the obedient and blinds the proud. It opens the eyes of the
humble and leaves the determined rebel without excuse. The darkness of Calvary could not
extinguish Him, the darkness of the tomb could not imprison Him, and the darkness of the
present evil world cannot delay His appointed return. Men may outlaw His words, corrupt
churches, persecute saints, exalt false science, praise perversion, and rename wickedness



until the dictionary needs a police escort, but they cannot switch off the Son of God.
Darkness has no weapon capable of injuring light. It can occupy only the places from which
light has been rejected. When the Light appears, darkness does not negotiate, debate, or
vote. It leaves.

1. The Light That Shone Before the Sun

Genesis 1:2 says, “darkness was upon the face of the deep,” and the Spirit of God moved
upon the face of the waters. Then God spoke: “Let there be light: and there was light.” The
first recorded divine command in the restored creation calls light into the darkness. God
did not wrestle with darkness, request its cooperation, or gradually educate it into
brightness. He spoke, and light appeared. The result was immediate because creation
answers to its Creator. John 1 identifies the eternal Word as the One by whom all things
were made, then declares, “In him was life; and the life was the light of men.” Genesis
records the command; John reveals the divine Person behind creation’s voice. Every beam
of created light exists because the uncreated Son commanded it. Physical light is not Jesus
Christ, but it bears witness to the One whose word makes darkness surrender.

The light of Genesis 1 appeared on the first day, while the sun, moon, and stars were
appointed as lights in the firmament on the fourth day. Scripture therefore refuses the
modern habit of treating the sun as though it were the independent father of light and life.
God does not require the lamp in order to produce the flame. The great lights serve
functions He assigned them; they do not supply Him with power. He established day and
night before placing those heavenly timekeepers in their appointed order. The arrangement
preaches a lesson fallen man hates: creation depends upon God, but God depends upon
nothing in creation. Men may bow to the instruments and ignore the Maker, much like a fool
thanking the light fixture while cursing the power station. Christ is not one illuminated
object inside the system. He is the Creator by whom the system, its lights, and every eye
capable of seeing them exist.

God also divided the light from the darkness and called the light good. Throughout
Scripture, that separation becomes morally instructive. God does not blend light and
darkness into a fashionable gray so every side can feel included. He divides them. Second
Corinthians 6:14 asks, “what communion hath light with darkness?” The expected answer
is none. Truth and error may occupy the same city, building, or congregation, but they do
not become partners before God. Holiness does not need a little sin for balance, and
sound doctrine does not become more loving by marrying falsehood. Modern Christianity
often calls compromise “conversation” and confusion “nuance,” as though fog were a mark
of maturity. God’s first day included a division, and the believer’s walk requires one. The



Light identifies darkness so that men may leave it, not redecorate it and call the result
spiritual progress.

2. The Fire That Led Israel Through the Night

When God brought Israel out of Egypt, He went before them “by night in a pillar of fire, to
give them light.” That pillar belonged to Israel’s historical deliverance and wilderness
journey. The Church should not steal Israel’s national experience and turn every cloud or
impression into private revelation. Yet the event displays the character of the God later
revealed in Christ. The same presence that gave Israel light placed darkness between Israel
and the pursuing Egyptians. Exodus 14 says the cloud “was a cloud and darkness” to one
side, “but it gave light by night” to the other. One divine presence produced comfort for the
redeemed and terror for the enemy. So it is with Christ. To the believer He is salvation,
direction, and hope; to the unrepentant He is the Judge whose appearance exposes
rebellion. The problem is never that Christ lacks light. The difference lies in which side of
the blood and cloud a man stands.

The pillar led Israel rather than merely brightening the camp. When it moved, they moved;
when it remained, they remained. Light without obedience becomes increased
accountability. Israel could not honestly praise the brilliance of the pillar while marchingin
the opposite direction. Neither can a Christian claim to love biblical light while resisting the
plain commands of Scripture. Psalm 119:105 says, “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a
light unto my path.” A lamp reveals the next step, but the stubborn man can close his eyes
and walk into the ditch with an illuminated Bible under his arm. God’s word is not given to
decorate coffee tables, support family tradition, or provide occasional inspirational
sayings. It reveals the path so the believer can walk it. Guidance is not mystical guesswork
when God has already spoken plainly. Many people pray for light while standing on the
switch.

Inside the tabernacle, the golden candlestick supplied light in the holy place. It stood
according to the pattern God gave Moses and served within Israel’s priestly worship under
the law. Its oil, lamps, beaten gold, and continual service form part of a divinely ordered
system, not a playground for uncontrolled imagination. Still, its light harmonizes with the
larger biblical witness that access, worship, and priestly service require God-given
illumination. No natural window illuminated the holy place. The priest did not bring Egypt’s
torch or invent a brighter arrangement. God supplied the pattern. In Revelation, seven
golden candlesticks represent seven literal churches in Asia, and Christ walks among them
as their Lord and Judge. A congregation possesses no light independent of Him. Buildings,
programs, music, tradition, and activity may produce religious heat, but only Christ



supplies spiritual light. A church disconnected from His truth is a lampstand performing
admirably without a flame.

3. The True Light Entered the World

John 1 introduces Christ as the life and light of men. John the Baptist “was not that Light,”
but was sent to bear witness of it. That distinction matters because faithful preachers are
witnesses, not sources. John was a burning and shining light in a secondary sense, but he
never confused his lamp with the Sun. He pointed away from himself and cried, “Behold
the Lamb of God.” A preacher who makes his personality, experiences, opinions, or
ministry brand the center of attention has begun charging people to admire the flashlight
while hiding the sunrise. Christis “the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into
the world.” He gives mankind natural consciousness, moral accountability, and sufficient
witness to leave rebellion without excuse. Not every man is automatically saved, but every
man owes his life and light to Christ and is responsible for his response to further truth.

“The light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.” Darkness could
neither understand, receive, nor overpower the Light. Christ entered Israel in fulfillment of
prophecy, yet “the world knew him not” and “his own received him not.” The tragedy was
not that the Light appeared too faintly. He fulfilled Scripture, spoke with unmatched
authority, exposed secrets, healed disease, commanded devils, calmed storms, opened
blind eyes, and raised the dead. Israel’s rulers possessed the law, prophets, temple,
priesthood, feasts, and promises, yet many rejected the One to whom those witnesses
pointed. A man may own every lamp in the religious shop and still refuse sunrise. Privilege
increases responsibility; it does not guarantee faith. The leaders who searched the
Scriptures while plotting against Christ proved that Bible information can fill the head while
darkness retains the throne of the heart.

Jesus declared in John 8:12, “l am the light of the world.” He spoke in Jerusalem amid
controversy, hypocrisy, and growing opposition. His claim reached beyond being a teacher
who possessed insight. He identified Himself as the exclusive source of “the light of life.”
The prophets reflected light; Christ is the Light. Teachers explain truth; Christ is the Truth.
Believers bear witness; Christ supplies the witness with meaning. His invitation also
contains a condition of discipleship: “he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness.” No
man can honestly claim fellowship with Christ while choosing darkness as his settled path.
First John 1 says, “God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.” A profession that leaves a
man peacefully devoted to sin is not proof of conversion. Christ saves by grace through
faith, but the Light that saves also exposes and transforms the walk.

4. The Light Men Hated Because It Told the Truth



John 3 gives Heaven’s verdict upon the world: “light is come into the world, and men loved
darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.” Man’s deepest problem is not
intellectual shortage but moral affection. He loves the darkness that protects his deeds
from exposure. This explains why brilliant people can examine creation, conscience,
fulfilled prophecy, the resurrection testimony, and Scripture, then cling to theories requiring
more faith than Genesis ever requested. Darkness is not always the absence of education.
Sometimes it holds several degrees and speaks from a podium. Christ says the reason men
refuse the Light is that they do not want their deeds reproved. Unbelief manufactures
intellectual curtains for moral windows. The sinner says he needs more evidence when he
often means he wants less accountability. God does not lose arguments to unbelief;
unbelief refuses to enter the courtroom.

“For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds
should be reproved.” Light exposes both public sins and private motives. It reveals
covetousness beneath ambition, lust beneath entertainment, pride beneath religion,
cowardice beneath tolerance, and rebellion beneath intellectual doubt. Modern culture
solves the discomfort by renaming the deed, celebrating the darkness, and accusing the
Light of cruelty. If Scripture condemns the conduct, Scripture must be hateful. If Christ
demands repentance, Christ must be narrow. If the preacher exposes sin, the sermon must
be unhealthy. That is the reasoning of a burglar complaining that the policeman’s flashlight
violates privacy. The Light does not create the crime; it reveals it. Conviction is not divine
abuse. It is mercy opening the curtains before judgment locks the room. The man who
hates exposure now will face complete disclosure later.

John 9illustrates the division produced by Christ’s Light. Jesus opened the eyes of a man
born blind, yet the Pharisees interrogated the healed man, insulted him, rejected his
testimony, and cast him out. The man who had been physically blind came to see who
Christ was, while leaders with functioning eyes became more firmly fixed in spiritual
darkness. Jesus concluded, “For judgment | am come into this world, that they which see
not might see; and that they which see might be made blind.” The humble man admitted
his need and received sight. The proud men claimed sight and rejected the One who could
cure them. Pride would rather rule a dark room than kneel in daylight. The healed man lost
the synagogue and gained the Son of God. The Pharisees kept their religious seats and
remained blind. Sometimes being cast out by blind men is the first clear sign that a man
has begun to see.

5. The Darkness That Failed at Calvary and the Tomb

At Calvary, darkness covered the land from the sixth hour to the ninth hour while Jesus
Christ bore the judgment of sin. This was no ordinary evening and no poetic description of



sadness. Creation itself testified while the Light of the world hung upon the cross. The
darkness corresponded to judgment, abandonment, and the awful transaction in which the
sinless Son was made sin for us. Yet darkness did not indicate that evil had conquered
Him. Christ willingly laid down His life according to the determinate counsel and
foreknowledge of God. Men acted wickedly, Satan bruised the heel, and divine justice
struck the Substitute, but redemption was being accomplished. The darkness could hide
the sun from men’s eyes for three hours; it could not remove the Son from the Father’s
purpose. At the darkest place in history, God was performing the work by which believing
sinners would be delivered from the power of darkness.

Christ cried, “Itis finished,” bowed His head, and gave up the ghost. His body was
wrapped, laid in Joseph’s tomb, and sealed behind a great stone. The rulers posted a watch
as though armed men could keep the Prince of life inside a grave. Religion and government
joined hands, signed the paperwork, secured the stone, and congratulated themselves
while Sunday approached. The tomb represented concentrated darkness: death, silence,
stone, seal, soldiers, and human certainty. Yet none of those things possessed authority
over the Son of God. Psalm 16 had promised that God would not leave His soul in hell or
allow His Holy One to see corruption. The Light entered death’s house carrying prophecy
like a title deed. Before dawn on the first day of the week, the grave lost its prisoner. Men
guarded the exit; Christ departed without requesting clearance.

The resurrection proved that darkness could neither smother nor silence Him. Mary came
while it was yet dark and found the stone removed. The timing carries a fitting testimony:
the world’s night had not finished, but the Light was already alive. Christ rose bodily,
showed His wounds, spoke with His disciples, ate before them, and later ascended visibly.
Christianity does not proclaim that His ideals survived, His memory inspired followers, or
His influence continued. The same Jesus who died left the tomb. Because He lives,
believers are delivered from the fear of death and possess the promise of resurrection. The
grave may close around a Christian’s body, but it cannot extinguish the life joined to Christ.
Death is no longer a permanent night for those in Him. The risen Light has placed morning
on Heaven’s calendar, and no cemetery has authority to cancel sunrise.

6. The Light That Stopped Saul on the Damascus Road

Acts 9 introduces Saul traveling toward Damascus with authority to bind believers. He
possessed education, zeal, religious credentials, and enough darkness to persecute the
truth in God’s name. Suddenly “there shined round about him a light from heaven,” and he
fell to the earth. Acts 26 adds that the light was “above the brightness of the sun.” Saul met
no vague spiritual influence. He heard the voice of Jesus: “Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou
me?” The glorified Christ identified Himself so completely with His people that persecution



against them reached Him personally. Saul had imagined himself the defender of God’s
honor and discovered he was attacking God’s Son. Religious zeal without truth is a loaded
weapon carried by a blind man. The Light did not congratulate Saul’s sincerity. It stopped
him, exposed him, humbled him, and redirected his entire life.

Saul arose physically blinded and had to be led by the hand into Damascus. The man who
thought he could see had to become blind before learning to see. Through Ananias, he
received his sight, was filled with the Holy Ghost, and soon preached Christ as the Son of
God. Later Paul explained that God had called him to open Gentile eyes and “to turn them
from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God.” His apostolic ministry,
including the later revelation of the mystery concerning the body of Christ, served within
God’s distinct purpose for the present age. Israel’s national promises remained intact, but
salvation now went to Jew and Gentile alike through faith in Christ’s finished work. Paul did
not preach human enlightenment, self-discovery, or gradual moral improvement. He
preached deliverance from satanic darkness through the crucified and risen Saviour.

Believers are now commanded to shine in this present evil world. Paul tells the saints at
Philippi to be “blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke,” shining “as lights
in the world,” while holding forth the word of life. Ephesians says, “ye were sometimes
darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light.” Christians do not
manufacture the light; they reflect and carry what Christ supplies through His word and
Spirit. A church shines by preaching truth, living holy lives, defending sound doctrine, loving
souls, and refusing compromise. Colored stage lights cannot compensate for a dark pulpit.
A congregation may own enough electronic equipment to guide aircraft onto the roof and
still provide no spiritual illumination if it hides the Book. The light shines when Christis
preached plainly, sin is named honestly, grace is offered freely, and believers walk
consistently with their profession.

7. The Lamb Who Will Light the Eternal City

The present age remains morally dark, but its darkness has an appointed end. Before Christ
establishes His kingdom, the Church will be caught up to meet the Lord in the air. The pre-
Tribulation Rapture is the blessed hope of the body of Christ and must not be confused
with the visible Second Advent. After Daniel’s seventieth week and the judgments of the
Tribulation, Jesus Christ will return to the earth in power and great glory. Matthew 24 says
His coming will be “as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the
west.” Revelation 19 presents Heaven opened and Christ descending as King of kings. The
world that chose darkness will see the Light it rejected, no longer offering Himself for
crucifixion but arriving to judge and rule. Men may darken pulpits, schools, courts, homes,
and nations, but they cannot darken the eastern sky when the King appears.



During Christ’s earthly reign, righteousness will no longer be treated as an unwelcome
visitor begging for a permit. The Sun of righteousness will arise with healing in His wings,
Israel’s Messiah will occupy David’s throne, and the nations will be governed by the One
they once rejected. This literal kingdom fulfills God’s promises rather than transferring
them into an invisible arrangement managed by a church system. Israel will not be
replaced; the nation will be restored beneath its rightful King. Christ will rule with a rod of
iron, exposing the folly of every human government that promised light while legislating
darkness. Politicians have long advertised dawn while extending the night. The Son of God
will not campaign, compromise, or consult opinion polls. His rule will be righteous because
the Light cannot be bribed, deceived, intimidated, or voted out. At last, government will
stand in daylight.

Beyond the Millennium and final judgment, Revelation 21 shows New Jerusalem
descending from God out of Heaven. The city has no need of the sun or moon to shine in it,
“for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof.” The nations of the
saved walk in its light, its gates are never shut, and “there shall be no night there.” Eternity
completes what Scripture began. Genesis opened with God commanding light into
darkness; Revelation closes with darkness permanently excluded from the city of God. No
candle, artificial lamp, or created heavenly light supplies its glory. The crucified Lamb is its
light. The wounds men gave Him will never testify to defeat but to redemption
accomplished. Earth once covered His cross with darkness and sealed His body inside a
tomb. Eternity places that same Lamb at the center of a city where night can never enter.

Conclusion

The title “Light of the world” gathers the Bible’s testimony into one radiant Person. He is the
Creator who commanded light in Genesis, the divine presence foreshadowed by Israel’s
pillar of fire, the fulfilment toward which the golden candlestick pointed, the true Light
announced by John, the revealer of hearts in the Gospels, the risen Lord who shone upon
Saul, the source from whom believers now shine, the returning King whose appearing will
expose the nations, and the Lamb who lights New Jerusalem. He gives life because life is in
Him, reveals truth because He is truth, commands holiness because no darkness exists in
Him, and provides direction because every righteous path stands visible beneath His word.
Christ does not merely carry a lamp through history. He is the Light by which history,
mankind, sin, salvation, judgment, and eternity must all be seen.

The sinner’s response to the Light reveals the condition of his heart. Some come because
they want their deeds made manifest; others retreat because exposure threatens the
darkness they love. No man can blame Christ for refusing to shine. Creation testifies,
conscience accuses, Scripture speaks, the cross declares God’s holiness and love, and the



empty tomb confirms the identity of the Son. Salvation is offered freely by grace through
faith in Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection. The sinner who believes is delivered from
the power of darkness and translated into the kingdom of God’s dear Son. He does not earn
the Light by cleaning the room first; he opens the door because only the Light can reveal
and cleanse what is there. Grace does not flatter the darkness. It rescues the sinner from it,
gives him life, and commands him to walk as a child of light.

Darkness had its greatest opportunity at Calvary. Men arrested the Light at night,
conducted their crooked proceedings, nailed Him to a cross, watched darkness cover the
land, laid Him in a tomb, rolled a stone across the entrance, sealed it, and posted armed
guards. If darkness could ever have won, it had every advantage. Then morning came, the
stone moved, the tomb emptied, and the Light walked out. That verdict has never been
overturned. The darkness of modern unbelief may grow louder, dirtier, prouder, and more
organized, but it remains defeated darkness awaiting removal. Jesus Christ will return,
every hidden thing will be revealed, every false light will fail, and every knee will bow. The
Light this world could not smother will fill eternity. The Light it could not silence will
pronounce the final judgment. The wisest thing any sinner can do is step into that Light
before the night ends.

8 of 10: The Names and Titles of Jesus Christ — The Stone Every Kingdom Will Finally
Strike

“To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God,
and precious,

Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up
spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.

Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, | lay in Sion a chief corner stone,
elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded.

Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the
stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner,

And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence.”

— 1 Peter 2:4-8

Introduction

Jesus Christ is the Stone men rejected, the Rock that followed Israel, the tried Stone God
laid in Zion, the precious Corner Stone upon which believers rest, the foundation of the
Church, the stumbling Stone over which unbelief falls, and the crushing Stone that will



grind rebellious kingdoms to powder. Scripture does not present Him as religious
decoration cemented into a corner after human civilization finished drawing its plans. He is
the standard by which the whole building is measured, the foundation beneath every living
stone, and the Rock against which every counterfeit structure will finally break. Men can
disallow Him, but they cannot dislodge Him. They can stumble over Him, but they cannot
move Him. They can build without Him, but they cannot make the structure stand when
judgment arrives. The Stone never changes; what changes is the condition of the man who
meets Him. Faith rests upon Him. Unbelief trips over Him. Rebellion is crushed beneath
Him.

The stone portrait runs through both Testaments. Jacob spoke of “the stone of Israel.”
Moses struck the rock in the wilderness, and water flowed for a thirsty nation. Psalm 118
announced that “the stone which the builders refused is become the head stone of the
corner.” Isaiah saw both “a stone of stumbling” and “a sure foundation.” Daniel watched a
Stone cut out without hands strike the great image of Gentile world power and fill the whole
earth. Christ applied the rejected Stone to Israel’s rulers in the parable of the husbandmen.
Peter preached it before the same establishment that had crucified Him. Paul declared,
“that Rock was Christ,” and insisted that no other foundation could be laid. The imagery
develops consistently because the Holy Ghost is not tossing loose pebbles across the
Bible. Every passage adds weight until the final Stone falls upon the kingdoms of this world.

Human civilization keeps building Babel with political mortar, religious bricks, economic
scaffolding, philosophical blueprints, and enough official seals to make the tower appear
permanent. Each generation announces that its arrangement will succeed where every
previous rebellion failed. New slogans are painted across old bricks, committees issue
progress reports, and the builders congratulate one another while the foundation cracks
beneath their feet. The problem is not poor engineering at the upper levels. The structure
rejects God’s Corner Stone. Christ cannot be added as a ceremonial brick after men have
aligned the building with sin. He either determines the lines or He is refused. Every
government, church, home, life, and doctrine erected against Him already contains its own
collapse. Men may postpone the inspection, but they cannot bribe the Stone. What will not
rest upon Christ will eventually be broken by Christ.

1. The Stone of Israel and the Rock in the Wilderness

In Jacob’s blessing upon Joseph, Genesis 49:24 speaks of “the mighty God of Jacob” and
adds, “from thence is the shepherd, the stone of Israel.” The immediate setting concerns
Joseph’s suffering, strength, and blessing within Israel’s tribal history, but the divine title
reaches beyond Joseph to the God from whom Israel’s help comes. The same verse joins
Shepherd and Stone, two titles that later stand plainly fulfilled in Jesus Christ. A shepherd



supplies personal care; a stone supplies immovable strength. Christ is tender enough to
carry the lamb and solid enough to bear the entire building. Sentimental religion likes the
Shepherd because it imagines softness, while rebellious politics dislikes the Stone
because it cannot be negotiated with. Scripture refuses to divide them. The hand that
guides the sheep belongs to the One whose kingdom will crush the beast. His comfort
never requires weakness, and His strength never cancels compassion.

In Exodus 17, Israel thirsted in the wilderness and charged Moses with bringing them out of
Egypt to killthem. God commanded Moses to take the rod with which he had smitten the
river and strike the rock in Horeb. Water came out, and the people drank. First Corinthians
10 provides the inspired interpretation: Israel “drank of that spiritual Rock that followed
them: and that Rock was Christ.” The physical rock was not the incarnate body of Jesus, but
it served as a God-appointed type and channel of provision pointing to Him. The rod
associated with judgment struck the rock, and life-giving water flowed to a murmuring
nation. At Calvary, Christ was smitten under divine judgment, and the benefits of His
sacrifice flowed toward guilty sinners. Israel did not dig a well, discover a hidden spring, or
contribute moisture. God brought water from a place human strength could not open.

Numbers 20 records a later event in which God told Moses to speak to the rock, but Moses
angrily struck it twice. Water still came because God remained gracious to the people, yet
Moses’ disobedience cost him entrance into Canaan. The act damaged the appointed
picture. Christ was once smitten and need never be sacrificed again. Hebrews says He
offered “one sacrifice for sins for ever.” The risen Rock is now approached through faith and
prayer, not struck repeatedly through ceremonial offerings pretending Calvary remains
unfinished. Moses had previous experience, public frustration, and a rod in his hand, but
none of those things authorized him to alter God’s instruction. Religious leaders still
imagine that office and irritation provide permission to revise the Book. God may mercifully
water thirsty people despite a preacher’s disobedience, but visible results never convert
disobedience into obedience. Water from the Rock magnifies grace, not the man holding
the rod.

2. The Stone the Builders Refused

Psalm 118:22 declares, “The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone of
the corner.” The builders were not ignorant spectators wandering past a construction site.
They were men responsible for inspecting materials and determining what belonged in the
structure. Spiritually, Israel’s rulers occupied that role. They possessed Moses, the
prophets, the covenants, the temple, the priesthood, and the Messianic promises. They
examined Christ’s words, miracles, lineage, doctrine, and authority, then rejected Him.
Their verdict did not expose a flaw in the Stone; it exposed corruption in the builders. A



crooked carpenter will reject a straight board because straightness condemns the entire
frame. Christ did not fit their religious structure because the structure had been erected
around human authority, tradition, profit, and pride. The Stone was true, but the builders
had lost the line.

Isaiah 8 describes the LORD as both sanctuary and judgment: “for a stone of stumbling and
for a rock of offence to both the houses of Israel.” The historical setting concerns Judah’s
fear and unbelief amid threatening political alliances, yet the New Testament applies the
stumbling Stone directly to Christ. Israel’s Messiah would not flatter national pride, submit
to corrupt leadership, or establish the kingdom according to man’s preferred schedule. He
arrived in humility, exposed sin, offered Himself, and demanded repentance and faith.
Many stumbled because they sought righteousness by works rather than by faith. Romans
9 says Israel “stumbled at that stumblingstone.” The problem was not that God made
Christimpossible to receive. The problem was that self-righteous men wanted a Messiah
who would crown their religion without condemning their hearts. Pride can trip over a
diamond and complain that the road was poorly maintained.

Psalm 118 also promises reversal: the refused Stone “is become the head stone of the
corner. This is the LORD’S doing; it is marvellous in our eyes.” Men rejected Christ, but God
raised and exalted Him. Earth’s building committee stamped Him unfit; Heaven made Him
the head of the corner. The crucifixion revealed man’s verdict, while the resurrection
revealed God’s. The leaders sealed the tomb, posted a guard, and attempted to keep the
rejected Stone out of sight, but their security arrangement lasted less than a weekend.
Christ rose bodily, ascended, and sat down at the Father’s right hand. Human rejection
cannot overrule divine election. The same principle appears throughout Scripture: Joseph’s
brothers rejected the dreamer, Egypt received a ruler; David’s brethren overlooked the
shepherd, God anointed a king; Israel rejected Christ, God exalted Him above every name.
Men throw away the Stone, and God builds eternity upon it.

3. The Tried Stone That Cannot Shift

Isaiah 28:16 announces, “Behold, | lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a
precious corner stone, a sure foundation.” God Himself lays the foundation. It is not
designed by religious councils, engineered by philosophy, or poured from the gravel of
human opinion. Christ is “a tried stone.” Satan tested Him in the wilderness, religious
leaders questioned Him, false witnesses accused Him, Pilate examined Him, soldiers
abused Him, Calvary crushed upon Him, and death closed around Him. He emerged
without sin, falsehood, weakness, or failure. A material tested under pressure proves
whether it can bear weight. Christ bore the weight of the law, human suffering, satanic
assault, the sinner’s guilt, and divine judgment. The pressure that would have pulverized



creation found no defect in Him. Every believer may rest upon Him because God has
already tested the foundation beneath loads no other person could survive.

He is also “a precious corner stone.” Preciousness is not sentimental religious language
describing how warmly people feel about Jesus. His value rests in who He is and what He
accomplished. He is the eternal Son, sinless Man, appointed Lamb, risen Lord, and coming
King. His blood is precious, His promises are sure, His righteousness is perfect, and His life
is eternal. First Peter says, “Unto you therefore which believe he is precious.” Faith
recognizes value unbelief discards. One man sees the Stone and builds his entire eternity
upon it; another sees the same Stone and walks away searching for religious gravel. The
difference is not in the Stone. Gold does not lose value because a blind man prefers mud.
Christ remains precious whether men worship, ignore, mock, or crucify Him. Heaven’s
appraisal does not fluctuate with earth’s market, and God has never marked His Son down
to attract reluctant customers.

Isaiah calls Him “a sure foundation.” Salvation therefore rests upon Christ’s finished work
rather than the believer’s unstable performance. The sinner is justified by faith in Christ’s
death, burial, and resurrection, sealed with the Holy Spirit, accepted in the Beloved, and
given eternal life. His security does not rest upon moods, religious achievements,
sacraments, law-keeping, or the strength of his grip. Those are sandbags placed beneath a
mountain. First Corinthians 3:11 says, “For other foundation can no man lay than that is
laid, which is Jesus Christ.” No man can lay another because God has already laid the only
foundation capable of bearing eternity. Human merit makes poor concrete. It cracks
beneath guilt, washes away beneath judgment, and contains more pride than cement. The
believer stands because Christ stands. The foundation does not become unsure whenever
the occupant trembles.

4. The Rock upon Which Christ Builds His Church

When Jesus asked His disciples, “Whom say ye that | am?” Peter answered, “Thou art the
Christ, the Son of the living God.” Christ pronounced Peter blessed because flesh and
blood had not revealed that truth to him, but the Father in Heaven. Then Jesus said, “thou
art Peter, and upon this rock | will build my church.” Rome seizes Peter, places a throne
upon him, builds a succession of religious monarchs, and then announces that Christ
apparently needed ltalian administration to finish the sentence. But Scripture identifies the
Rock repeatedly. “That Rock was Christ.” “Other foundation can no man lay.” Peter himself
calls Jesus the chief Corner Stone and believers lively stones. The apostle never presents
himself as the immovable foundation of the Church. The Rock is the revealed truth Peter
confessed and, above all, the Person confessed: Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God.



Christ says, “l will build my church.” The Builder is Christ, the ownership is Christ’s, and the
foundation is Christ Himself. The Church is not built by political power, denominational
machinery, apostolic succession, marketing expertise, or the personality of a religious
celebrity. Men preach, teach, evangelize, plant, water, and serve, but Christ gives the
increase and adds believers to His body. The gates of hell cannot prevail against what He
builds because death could not prevail against the Builder. A church organization may
collapse, a congregation may compromise, a pastor may fail, and a denomination may
become a museum of its former convictions, but the body of Christ remains secure in its
risen Head. Human institutions sometimes confuse their survival with God’s purpose.
Christ was building His Church before their charter was signed, and He will complete it
after their headquarters becomes a parking lot.

The Church began historically with Jewish believers and was progressively revealed in its
full Jew-and-Gentile character through the apostles, particularly the mystery committed to
Paul. This present body does not replace Israel, inherit Israel’s national covenants by
confiscation, or turn every Old Testament kingdom promise into a church program. The
Church has a heavenly calling and is joined to Christ as His body; Israel retains the earthly
national promises God will fulfill. Yet both God’s dealings with Israel and His present work
in the Church center upon the same Messiah. Ephesians 2 says believers are “built upon
the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner
stone.” Apostolic doctrine supplies the revealed foundation in its appointed sense, but
Christ aligns and holds the entire structure. Remove Him, and apostolic succession
becomes a row of empty chairs arguing over who sits closest to the crack.

5. The Stone Rejected by Israel’s Rulers

In the parable of the wicked husbandmen, Jesus addressed Israel’s chief priests and
Pharisees. A householder planted a vineyard, let it out to husbandmen, and sent servants
to receive its fruit. The husbandmen beat one servant, killed another, and stoned another.
Finally, the owner sent his son, saying, “They will reverence my son.” Instead, the
husbandmen recognized the heir, killed him, and attempted to seize his inheritance. The
parable summarized Israel’s history under corrupt leadership: God sent prophets, the
rulers persecuted them, and when the Son arrived, they plotted His death. This was not a
blanket accusation against every Jew then or now. Christ spoke directly to guilty leaders,
and the Gospel’s earliest believers were Jewish. Antisemitism is neither biblical nor
dispensational. But refusing to identify the rulers Christ addressed is cowardice dressed as
sensitivity.

After telling the parable, Jesus quoted Psalm 118: “The stone which the builders rejected,
the same is become the head of the corner.” The chief priests and Pharisees “perceived



that he spake of them.” They understood the indictment and confirmed it by seeking to
seize Him. Christ then stated two different consequences: “whosoever shall fall on this
stone shall be broken; but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder.” In His
first coming, men stumbled over the rejected Messiah. In His future coming, the Stone will
fallin judgment upon rebellious world power. The religious rulers thought they were
disposing of an inconvenient stone at the edge of their construction site. In reality, they
were positioning themselves beneath an approaching mountain. Men may fall upon Christ
in repentance and be broken of pride, or resist Him until He falls in judgment. One breaking
saves; the other pulverizes.

The vineyard setting also demands dispensational care. Christ warned that kingdom
responsibility would be taken from the guilty leaders and given to “a nation bringing forth
the fruits thereof.” The passage does not authorize a Gentile church hierarchy to declare
itself the new Israel and erase every covenant God made with Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and
David. Romans 11 specifically warns Gentiles against boasting and teaches that Israel’s
blindness is partial and temporary. God’s kingdom program includes judgment upon
unbelieving leadership, the present calling out of the Church, and Israel’s future national
restoration under Messiah. The Stone rejected by the builders remains Israel’s promised
King. The Church shares spiritual blessings in Christ without stealing Israel’s title deed.
God can judge unbelief, save a remnant, form one body during the present age, and still
fulfill every literal promise. His bookkeeping does not require Rome’s eraser.

6. The Name Beneath Heaven and the Living Stones Above It

After healing the lame man at the temple gate, Peter and John were brought before the
rulers, elders, scribes, and high priestly family. The same building inspectors who had
rejected Christ demanded, “By what power, or by what name, have ye done this?” Filled
with the Holy Ghost, Peter answered that the man stood whole “by the name of Jesus
Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead.” Then he drove
Psalm 118 directly into their council chamber: “This is the stone which was set at nought of
you builders, which is become the head of the corner.” Peter did not soften the charge to
preserve dialogue. They had rejected the Stone; God had raised Him. A Spirit-filled witness
does not become rude for telling the truth, nor loving by hiding it. The council needed a
clear diagnosis before it could understand the cure.

Peter continued, “Neither is there salvation in any other.” The exclusivity of Christ follows
naturally from His identity as the Corner Stone. There cannot be several foundations
beneath one spiritual house. “There is hone other name under heaven given among men,
whereby we must be saved.” Not Moses, Peter, Mary, a pope, a saint, a reformer, a
denomination, a sacrament, or the sinner’s own respectable name. Salvation belongs to



Jesus Christ alone because He alone died for sins, shed spotless blood, rose bodily, and
lives forever. The world calls that claim narrow, but a doorway is not cruel because walls
exist around it. God did not owe mankind one Saviour, much less a religious catalogue. He
gave His Son. A drowning man who rejects the only rope because he wanted several colors
has not exposed the rescuer’s intolerance. He has exposed his own determination to drown
on personal terms.

First Peter 2 describes believers as “lively stones” built into “a spiritual house.” Christ is the
living Stone, and those joined to Him share His resurrection life. The structure is not a
physical temple governed by an earthly priesthood. Church Age believers form a spiritual
house and are called “an holy priesthood” offering “spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God
by Jesus Christ.” Every saved believer has direct access to God through Christ. No special
priestly caste stands between the Christian and the Father, selling access by ceremony.
Believers offer praise, thanksgiving, surrendered lives, generous service, and obedience—
not sacrifices for sin, because Christ completed that work forever. The lively stones
possess different shapes, functions, and places, yet all rest upon and align with the same
Corner Stone. A stone refusing the Corner Stone’s line is not expressing individuality. It is
leaning toward collapse while calling the tilt spiritual freedom.

7. The Stone That Will Pulverize Gentile Power

Daniel 2 records Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of a great image with a head of gold, breast and
arms of silver, belly and thighs of brass, legs of iron, and feet mixed with iron and clay. God
revealed through Daniel that the image represented successive Gentile kingdoms,
beginning with Babylon and continuing toward the divided final form of world power.
Human history sees empires as magnificent statues composed of precious metals and
military strength. Daniel also reveals deterioration from gold to unstable feet. Civilization
boasts of progress while the image grows cheaper, harder, more brutal, and less cohesive
on the way down. The final toes advertise unity while iron and clay refuse to cleave
together. Man’s last world order will look impressive from the balcony and unstable at the
ankles. God does not need to push very high when the whole structure is standing on brittle
feet.

Daniel then sees “a stone...cut out without hands” strike the image upon its feet. The Stone
does not gradually improve the statue, enter a coalition with it, win an election inside it, or
persuade its metals to adopt Christian values. It strikes. The iron, clay, brass, silver, and
gold are broken together and become like chaff carried away by the wind. The Stone then
becomes “a great mountain, and filled the whole earth.” This is not a picture of the Church
slowly converting the world through social influence. The present age does not end with
mankind handing a renovated kingdom to Christ. It ends with apostasy, Tribulation, a



beastly world system, and the visible return of the King who destroys that system. The
Stone’s impact is sudden, catastrophic, and final. Human government does not evolve into
Christ’s kingdom; it is smashed to make room for it.

The Rapture and the Second Advent must remain distinct. At the pre-Tribulation Rapture,
Christ catches the Church up to meet Him in the air. Daniel’s Stone striking the image
corresponds to the judgment associated with His visible return after the Tribulation, when
He destroys the beast’s power and establishes His earthly reign. The kingdom then fills the
earth in fulfillment of Israel’s covenants and the prophets’ promises. Christ will rule from
David’s throne with a rod of iron, and no rebellious empire will survive beneath His feet.
Political leaders speak of building a new world order, but Daniel already published its
demolition notice. The Stone was rejected at Calvary, preached in Acts, trusted by the
Church, and will descend against the kingdoms. Every flag opposing Christ is temporary
cloth, every throne is borrowed furniture, and every crown has an expiration date engraved
where pride refuses to look.

Conclusion

The Stone remains the same through every age and passage. He supplied water to Israelin
the wilderness, was refused by Israel’s builders, laid by God as Zion’s sure foundation,
confessed by Peter as the Son of the living God, crucified by rulers, raised by the Father,
preached by the apostles, received by believers, and revealed in prophecy as the destroyer
of Gentile world power. His titles do not contradict one another. He is soft enough to give
water and hard enough to crush kingdoms. He is precious to faith and offensive to unbelief.
He supports every lively stone and breaks every rebellious structure. Men determine
nothing about His value by their response; they reveal everything about themselves. The
same sun melts wax and hardens clay. The same Stone becomes a foundation beneath the
believer, an obstacle before the proud, and an avalanche above the rebel.

Every sinner is building somewhere. Some build upon morality, education, family heritage,
religious ceremony, political loyalty, personal sincerity, or good works. The materials may
differ, but every foundation outside Christ is sand. Salvation in the present Church Age is by
grace through faith in the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The sinner who
believes is placed into Christ, sealed by the Spirit, made part of His body, and built as a
living stone into God’s spiritual house. He does not remain secure because his own
performance holds the structure upright. He remains secure because the Foundation
cannot move. Good works belong in the life built upon Christ, but they cannot replace
Christ beneath it. A man may paint his house with church language, hang religious pictures
in every room, and install morality on the roof. If Christ is not underneath it, judgment will
reveal an expensive pile of debris.



The world is still building its image and ignoring the Stone. Governments join iron to clay,
religions bless the project, philosophers draft explanations, merchants finance the
scaffolding, and crowds admire the height. Meanwhile, Daniel’s Stone waits upon Heaven’s
schedule. The Church will be caught away, the Tribulation will expose man’s final rebellion,
and Christ will return to strike the kingdoms and claim the earth. No army will chip Him, no
treaty will delay Him, no bunker will hide from Him, and no council will negotiate the terms.
The Stone the builders threw away will become the mountain filling the world. The
foundation men refused will be the kingdom they cannot escape. Rest upon Him now and
never be confounded, or resist Him until every borrowed throne becomes powder beneath
His feet. Jesus Christ is the Stone every kingdom will finally strike—and the Stone will not
be the thing that breaks.

9 of 10: The Names and Titles of Jesus Christ — The High Priest the Grave Could Not
Retire

“Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the
Son of God, let us hold fast our profession.

For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities;
but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.

Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find
grace to help in time of need.”

— Hebrews 4:14-16

Introduction

Israel’s priests aged, weakened, offered sacrifices for their own sins, repeated ceremonies
that could never perfect the conscience, and eventually joined the generations they had
served. Death kept interrupting the priesthood. One priest removed the garments, another
put them on, and the grave waited patiently for both. Jesus Christ requires no successor
because He “continueth ever” and possesses “an unchangeable priesthood.” He did not
enter the sanctuary with the blood of an animal that belonged to someone else. He offered
Himself, entered once by His own blood, obtained eternal redemption, sat down at the
right hand of God, and ever lives to make intercession for His people. The grave could not
retire Him, death could not replace Him, and Heaven has posted no vacancy. Earthly
religion may keep manufacturing priests, but God’s High Priest already occupies the office
forever. A permanent Priest makes a human succession not only unnecessary but rather
presumptuous.



Hebrews calls Him “a great high priest.” Aaron was a high priest, but Christ is the great High
Priest. Aaron entered an earthly sanctuary made with hands; Christ passed into the
heavens. Aaron carried sacrificial blood; Christ supplied His own. Aaron stood because his
work continued; Christ sat because His sacrifice was finished. Aaron represented one
earthly nation beneath the law; Christ now ministers for believers whose citizenship is in
Heaven. These distinctions do not make Israel’s priesthood evil or useless. God instituted it
for its appointed covenantal purpose, and its ceremonies formed a divinely ordered
shadow of better things to come. But a shadow should step aside when the Person arrives.
Religious systems that keep rebuilding altars, repeating sacrifices, and inserting earthly
priests between God and saved men are standing in noon daylight admiring a shadow while
the Substance sits enthroned above them.

The High Priesthood of Christ joins majesty with sympathy. He is Jesus the Son of God,
passed into the heavens, yet He is “touched with the feeling of our infirmities.” He knows
hunger, weariness, grief, pain, rejection, betrayal, temptation, and death—not as a sinner
overcome by corruption, but as the sinless Man who endured every assault without
yielding. His sympathy does not mean He shared man’s depravity, entertained sinful
desires, or required forgiveness. Hebrews immediately adds, “yet without sin.” Modern
therapy explains sin until responsibility disappears; Christ understands infirmity without
renaming rebellion. Because He is holy, He can provide mercy rather than companionship
in disobedience. Because He suffered, He understands the pressure. Because He
conquered, He provides grace to endure it. The believer does not approach a cold tribunal
hoping to catch Heaven in a generous mood. He comes boldly to a throne where the King is
also his Priest.

1. Aaron’s Priesthood and Its Built-In Expiration Date

God established Aaron and his sons as Israel’s priests beneath the Mosaic covenant.
Exodus 28 commanded holy garments “for glory and for beauty,” including the breastplate,
ephod, robe, mitre, and girdle. The names of Israel’s tribes rested upon the priest’s
shoulders and breast as he entered before the LORD, picturing representation and
responsibility. Aaron did not appoint himself, campaign for the office, or purchase it from
an institution. Hebrews 5 says, “no man taketh this honour unto himself, but he that is
called of God, as was Aaron.” Priesthood was a divine appointment, not a religious career
chosen because the robe photographed well. When Korah challenged the order God
established, the earth opened and swallowed the rebellion. God has never treated
unauthorized priestly ambition as harmless pageantry. Men may enjoy titles, garments, and
processions; Heaven remains more interested in whether God appointed the arrangement.



Aaron’s priesthood was also marked by human weakness. Before the high priest could offer
for Israel, he had to deal with his own sin. Hebrews 5 says he was obligated “as for the
people, so also for himself, to offer for sins.” The breastplate may have glittered, but a
sinner wore it. The mitre read “HOLINESS TO THE LORD,” but the man beneath it still
required blood. Aaron himself had participated in the golden calf disaster, proving that
religious office does not bleach corruption from Adam’s children. God used imperfect
priests within a perfect pattern, but their weakness continually testified that the final Priest
had not yet arrived. A sinful mediator requires mediation. A debtor cannot settle the entire
courtroom while carrying his own unpaid account. Christ differs absolutely: “such an high
priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners.” He offers for
others because no offering was ever required for Him.

Death placed the clearest limitation upon Aaron’s order. Hebrews 7 says, “they truly were
many priests, because they were not suffered to continue by reason of death.” The
priesthood needed a succession because every priest had an appointment with the grave.
Numbers 20 records Aaron climbing Mount Hor, having his garments removed and placed
upon Eleazar, and dying there. The office continued, but the man did not. Every transfer of
garments preached mortality. Men can write grand titles above a priest’s name, but death
eventually edits the program. Jesus Christ arose “after the power of an endless life.” His
priesthood cannot be passed down, inherited, transferred, or interrupted because He will
never die again. An unchangeable Priest needs no successor, deputy, earthly substitute, or
man dressed as His continuing representative. The grave kept Aaron’s sons moving through
the office. Christ emptied the grave and closed the employment line.

2. The Day of Atonement Behind the Veil

Leviticus 16 describes the Day of Atonement within Israel’s covenantal order. Once each
year, the high priest entered within the veil into the holiest place. He could not strollin
whenever religious enthusiasm struck him. God prescribed the time, garments, washing,
sacrifices, incense, blood, and manner of approach. Aaron first offered a bullock for
himself and his house, then dealt with two goats for the people. One goat was killed, and its
blood was carried within the veil; the other bore confessed iniquities into an uninhabited
land. The entire service proclaimed that sin separates, holiness excludes presumption, and
access requires blood. Israel was God’s chosen nation, yet ancestry did not permit
careless entrance into His presence. The high priest entered alone, briefly, and according
to strict command. One unauthorized step could turn the holy place into the place of his
death.

Hebrews 9 explains that the first tabernacle arrangement signified that “the way into the
holiest of all was not yet made manifest.” The gifts and sacrifices could not make the



worshipper perfect “as pertaining to the conscience.” They provided ceremonial cleansing
and maintained Israel’s covenantal worship, but the blood of bulls and goats could never
permanently remove sin. The annual return of the Day of Atonement testified to unfinished
business. If the sacrifice had perfected forever, the calendar would not have summoned
another high priest through the veil the next year. Repetition was evidence of limitation, not
proof of greater power. Religion often mistakes frequency for effectiveness. A man can
make the same payment every year and still owe the debt because the currency is
insufficient. Animal blood belonged to the shadow; human guilt required the sinless life of
the incarnate Son.

The veil declared restricted access until Christ’s work was accomplished. When Jesus
died, “the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom.” Man did not
climb upward with a knife and open the way from earth. God tore it from above. The death
of Christ fulfilled what the Day of Atonement pictured and opened access upon an entirely
new basis. This does not mean Israel’s national promises became the property of the
Church or that every detail of Leviticus may be casually spiritualized. It means Hebrews
gives the inspired explanation: Christ entered the true heavenly sanctuary and believers
now draw near through His blood. The barrier did not fall because man became righteous
enough to approach. It fell because the High Priest carried a perfect sacrifice. The torn veil
is Heaven’s public announcement that God has no interest in sewing the old religious
curtain back together.

3. A Priest After the Order of Melchizedek

Melchizedek appears in Genesis 14 as “king of Salem” and “the priest of the most high
God.” He met Abraham after the slaughter of the kings, brought forth bread and wine,
blessed him, and received tithes from him. The record gives no genealogy, birth, death,
predecessor, or successor, and Hebrews uses that deliberate silence to present him as
“made like unto the Son of God” and abiding as a priest continually within the biblical
record. The passage’s argument does not depend upon the inventions later tradition piles
around the man. Scripture supplies exactly what it needs: a priesthood appearing before
Levi, standing above Abraham in blessing, and receiving tithes from the patriarch in whose
loins Levi yet remained. God established the pattern centuries before Aaron put on an
ephod. The law’s priesthood was never the first line in God’s book or the final one.

Psalm 110 brings the order directly to Messiah: “The LORD hath sworn, and will not repent,
Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek.” David’s promised Lord would be
both King and Priest. Under the Mosaic law, kingship belonged to Judah and the Aaronic
priesthood belonged to Levi. A man from Judah could not simply wander into the sanctuary
and assume Aaron’s office; King Uzziah learned that lesson when leprosy rose in his



forehead. Jesus Christ came from Judah according to the flesh, not from Levi, so He does
not continue Aaron’s earthly priesthood. He holds a superior order established by divine
oath. Melchizedek was king of righteousness and king of Salem, meaning king of peace
within the inspired argument of Hebrews. Christ perfectly unites righteousness, peace,
kingship, and priesthood. He did not steal Aaron’s garments. He wears an office older,
higher, and everlasting.

Hebrews 7 emphasizes that Christ’s priesthood rests “not after the law of a carnal
commandment, but after the power of an endless life.” The law made men priests who
possessed infirmity; God’s oath appoints the Son, “who is consecrated for evermore.”
Aaron’s order was temporary because it belonged to a covenant designed to give way when
its fulfilment came. Christ’s order is permanent because His life is endless. Rome’s claim
of a continuing sacrificial priesthood therefore walks backward through Hebrews while
carrying a candle to look for progress. The New Testament does not establish Christian
priests offering Christ repeatedly upon earthly altars. It presents one heavenly High Priest
whose sacrifice occurred once and whose intercession continues forever. When God
swears that the Son is Priest forever, no council can insert a rotating earthly staff into the
oath. Christ fills the office without assistance.

4. Tempted in Every Point, Yet Without Sin

Hebrews says Christ was “in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.” The
temptations were real, the pressures severe, and the suffering genuine. He knew physical
hunger after forty days in the wilderness. Satan urged Him to turn stones into bread, cast
Himself from the temple, and accept the kingdoms of the world through worship of the
devil. Christ answered every assault with, “It is written.” He did not debate Satan with
psychology, tradition, philosophy, or an appeal to personal experience. The incarnate Word
wielded the written word. Temptation found no sinful nature inside Him ready to cooperate.
The prince of this world came and had nothing in Him. Adam fell in a garden filled with
provision; Christ stood in a wilderness emptied of comfort and remained obedient. The first
man yielded with a full stomach. The second Man conquered while starving. Environment
never produced holiness; character under God’s word revealed it.

Christ’s sinlessness must not be softened in an attempt to make His sympathy seem more
relatable. He was not a fellow sinner who happened to manage temptation more
successfully than the rest of us. He “knew no sin,” “did no sin,” and “in him is no sin.” He
was holy from conception, spotless in life, and undefiled at death. Because He had no
internal corruption, temptation did not draw upon lust within Him as it does within fallen
men. Yet the outward pressure was stronger than any of us has endured because He never
surrendered. A man who yields early never discovers the full strength of the assault. Christ



stood until every weapon of Hell had been spent against Him. His sinlessness does not
make His sympathy shallow; it makes His help trustworthy. The physician need not
contract the disease to understand its pain and possess the cure.

Being “touched with the feeling of our infirmities” means the High Priest knows human
frailty from experience without sharing human depravity. He knew weariness at the well,
sleep in the storm, grief at Lazarus’s grave, betrayal at the table, desertion in Gethsemane,
pain under the scourge, thirst upon the cross, and death inside the tomb. No believer can
approach Him and discover a Priest unfamiliar with suffering. Yet His response is not
therapeutic permission to remain in sin. He supplies “grace to help in time of need.” Help
arrives before surrender, not applause afterward. The throne of grace offers mercy for
failure and strength for obedience. Modern religion often turns compassion into a pillow
beneath rebellion. Christ’s compassion is a hand pulling the tempted saint toward
holiness. He does not say sin is understandable and therefore harmless. He says grace is
available and therefore defeat is not compulsory.

5. One Sacrifice That Finished What Thousands Could Not

Hebrews 10 contrasts the law’s repeated sacrifices with Christ’s one offering. The priests
stood “daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never take
away sins.” Standing indicated unfinished service. The same altar, same blood, same
smoke, and same repetition returned because animal sacrifices could not perfect the
conscience or permanently remove guilt. Then the contrast arrives: “But this man, after he
had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God.” Christ did not
sit because He grew tired. He sat because the sacrificial work was complete. The law’s
priests never discovered the final animal in the flock; Christ became the final sacrifice by
offering Himself. Calvary requires no sequel. The cross is not an unpaid invoice waiting for
a priest, sacrament, penance, or good work to cover the remaining balance.

His sacrifice possesses infinite worth because of who He is. Jesus Christ is the eternal Son
in genuine, sinless flesh. He did not bring something separate from Himself; He “offered up
himself.” The priest and victim meet in one Person. At the cross, He bore our sins in His own
body, shed spotless blood, endured the curse of the law, satisfied divine justice, and cried,
“Itis finished.” Hebrews 10:14 declares, “For by one offering he hath perfected for ever
them that are sanctified.” The duration of the result matches the perfection of the offering:
“for ever.” If the saved sinner must later add merit to remain justified, then Christ’s offering
did not perfect him. If an earthly priest must repeatedly present a propitiatory sacrifice,
then “one” no longer means one and “finished” requires a theological repairman. Scripture
needs no repair. Religious systems need repentance.



Salvation in the present Church Age is therefore received by grace through faith in Christ’s
finished work. The sinner is not justified by Israel’s law, priestly ceremonies, sacramental
participation, personal reform, or confession to an earthly mediator. He believes that Christ
died for his sins, was buried, and rose again the third day. At that moment he is forgiven,
justified, sealed by the Holy Spirit, placed into Christ, and given eternal life. Good works
should follow salvation as its fruit, but they cannot become part of the root without
poisoning the Gospel. The High Priest does not offer a partial cleansing followed by a
lifetime payment plan. Hebrews says believers have “no more conscience of sins” in the
sense that the sacrificial guilt question has been answered and no further sin offering
remains. The saved man still confesses sins for fellowship, but never repeats Calvary for
sonship.

6. The Priest Who Entered Heaven and Sat Down

Hebrews 9 says Christ entered “into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for
us.” Aaron entered a sanctuary made with hands, patterned after heavenly things. Christ
entered the true presence of God. He went “neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by
his own blood,” having obtained “eternal redemption for us.” His entrance rests upon the
value and accomplishment of His own blood. He did not carry the death of an unwilling
animal into Heaven as another annual reminder. He entered as the risen Priest who had
personally paid the price. The redemption obtained is eternal because the blood is
sufficient and the Priest lives forever. Religion offers renewable coverage with enough
exclusions to employ an army of clerks. Christ obtained eternal redemption and placed the
policy in a hand death cannot open.

His present ministry includes intercession. Hebrews 7:25 says, “he ever liveth to make
intercession” for those who come unto God by Him. Romans 8 asks who can condemn the
believer when Christ died, rose, sits at God’s right hand, and makes intercession for us.
Christ does not intercede because the Father is reluctant to save or because His sacrifice
remains uncertain. The Father sent the Son, accepted the blood, raised Him from the dead,
and seated Him in glory. The intercession expresses the continuing security and
representation of those joined to Christ. Our Priest does not forget a name, misplace a
case, grow weary, accept a bribe, or die during proceedings. Satan may accuse,
conscience may tremble, and human failure may require chastening, but the believer’s
standing rests in the risen Advocate. Heaven hears no case against the saved man without
seeing him represented by the Son.

Christ’s seated position also announces expectation. Hebrews 10 says He is “from
henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his footstool.” His priestly ministry does not
cancel His coming kingship. The same One who now intercedes in grace will return to judge



rebellion and reign. At the pre-Tribulation Rapture, He will catch His Church away to meet
Him in the air. After the Tribulation, He will return visibly at the Second Advent, destroy the
beast’s power, deliver Israel’s remnant, and establish His kingdom upon the earth. Israel’s
national promises remain intact; the Church’s heavenly hope does not replace them. The
Priest after Melchizedek’s order is also the King of righteousness and peace. His enemies
may enjoy their brief hour while He sits, but seated patience is not surrendered authority.
The footstool has already been measured; history is merely delivering the furniture.

7. One Mediator and an Open Throne

First Timothy 2:5 states, “For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men,
the man Christ Jesus.” The number is one. No earthly priest, confessional booth,
sacramental system, departed saint, angelic intercessor, religious hierarchy, or heavenly
mother may be inserted between the believer and God. Mary was blessed among women
and faithfully bore the incarnate Son, but Scripture never appoints her co-mediator,
distributes prayers through her, or places access to Christ under her supervision. Peter was
an apostle, but he required forgiveness and refused worship. Priests beneath the law
belonged to Israel’s temporary covenantal order. Christ alone stands as the God-man
whose blood reconciles sinners to God. Adding mediators does not honor Him. It suggests
that the one Mediator named by God is either inaccessible, insufficient, or too occupied to
receive His own people. None of those insults becomes doctrine merely because incense
surrounds it.

Hebrews 4 commands, “Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace.” It does not
say come arrogantly, carelessly, or on the strength of personal merit. Boldness rests upon
the High Priest and His blood. The believer approaches confidently because Christ has
opened the way, not because the believer has behaved well enough to deserve an
audience. Under the law, the high priest entered within the veil once a year and the people
remained outside. Under grace, every blood-bought believer has immediate access to the
Father through the Son by the Spirit. He can pray anywhere, confess directly to God, seek
wisdom, obtain mercy, and find grace in the exact hour of need. Heaven does not operate a
religious waiting room where saints with better connections move to the front. The
humblest believer on his knees has direct access to the throne through Jesus Christ.

The New Testament also calls believers a holy and royal priesthood, but this does not turn
them into sacrificing priests who offer Christ upon altars. First Peter says they offer
“spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.” Romans 12 calls for the living
sacrifice of a surrendered body. Hebrews 13 names praise, thanksgiving, doing good, and
communicating as sacrifices pleasing to God. These offerings flow from salvation; they do
not purchase it. Every believer may worship, pray, praise, serve, witness, and approach God



because he is in Christ. Pastors and elders possess real responsibilities in the local church,
but they do not form a superior spiritual caste controlling access to grace. A preacher may
help a saint understand the Bible, but he cannot stand where Christ already stands. The
moment ministry turns the guide into a gatekeeper, religion begins charging tolls on a road
the blood opened freely.

Conclusion

The great High Priest towers above every shadow that preceded Him. Aaron was called by
God, but Christ was appointed by divine oath. Aaron wore holy garments; Christ possesses
perfect holiness. Aaron offered first for himself; Christ had no sin. Aaron entered an earthly
sanctuary; Christ passed into Heaven itself. Aaron carried animal blood; Christ entered by
His own blood. Aaron repeated sacrifices; Christ offered Himself once. Aaron remained
standing; Christ sat down. Aaron died and surrendered the garments; Christ arose and
continues forever. The old priesthood served its appointed purpose within Israel’s
covenant, but it could never produce what the Son obtained—eternal redemption, a
perfected conscience, permanent access, complete intercession, and a Priest whom
death cannot remove. The shadow had dignity because God designed it. The Substance
has glory because He is God manifest in the flesh.

The believer therefore possesses both assurance and access. His salvation rests upon
Christ’s one offering, not his own changing performance. His security rests upon Christ’s
endless life, not his ability to hold the religious machinery together. His prayers reach the
Father through Christ, not through a human chain of command. His failures may require
confession, correction, and chastening, but they do not require another sacrifice. The
blood remains sufficient, the Priest remains alive, and the believer remains accepted in the
Beloved. This truth does not encourage careless living; it destroys the excuse for it. The
saint can approach the throne for grace to resist temptation, strength to obey, mercy after
failure, wisdom in confusion, and courage in suffering. Heaven’s door is open, but the
purpose of access is not to make sin comfortable. It is to obtain help before sin carries the
believer where he ought not go.

The veilis torn, the sacrifice is finished, the tomb is empty, the Priest is seated, and the
throne of grace stands open. Religion may rebuild curtains, appoint gatekeepers, install
confessionals, multiply mediators, and sell sinners repeated access to what Christ opened
once, but none of that construction appears in Hebrews. Jesus Christ needs no successor
because He cannot die, no assistant because He cannot fail, no additional sacrifice
because His blood perfected forever, and no earthly spokesman to make Him willing to
hear His saints. He is touched with our infirmities, untouched by our sin, and unthreatened
by the grave. Come boldly—not because you are worthy, but because He is. The High Priest



who carried your judgment at Calvary now carries your name in Heaven. Death retired
every priest before Him. It tried to retire Jesus Christ and lost both the Priest and the prison.

10 of 10: The Names and Titles of Jesus Christ — The King Who Will Empty Every
Borrowed Throne

“And | saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called
Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.

His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name
written, that no man knew, but he himself.

And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of
God.

And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen,
white and clean.

And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he
shall rule them with a rod of iron.

And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF
LORDS.”

— Revelation 19:11-16

Introduction

Jesus Christ is not a defeated idealist waiting for mankind to complete the program that got
Him crucified. He is not pacing Heaven nervously while elections, treaties, dictators,
bankers, armies, religious councils, and global planners decide whether He will be
permitted to return. He is the King of kings. Every sceptre presently held by man is
borrowed, every crown is temporary, every throne sits upon God’s ground, and every ruler
draws breath by divine permission. Psalm 75 says God puts down one and sets up another.
Daniel says the Most High rules in the kingdom of men. Revelation shows the final result
when Heaven opens and the rightful Monarch descends. Human rulers speak as though
history belongs to them because pride always mistakes temporary possession for
permanent ownership. A tenant can rearrange the furniture, but he should not confuse that
privilege with holding the deed. Jesus Christ owns the house, the land, the throne, and the
future.

At His first coming, men crowned Him with thorns, clothed Him in mock royalty, placed a
reed in His hand, bowed in ridicule, and wrote His title above a cross: “JESUS OF
NAZARETH THE KING OF THE JEWS.” The title was written in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin so



religion, culture, and imperial power could all read the truth while participating in its
rejection. Pilate asked, “Art thou the King of the Jews?” and later presented Christ with the
words, “Behold your King!” Israel’s rulers answered, “We have no king but Caesar.” They
preferred Rome’s temporary throne to David’s promised Son. Yet their rejection did not
cancel the covenant, empty the prophecies, or remove the crown from God’s schedule.
Men nailed the King to wood, but the resurrection overturned their verdict. The throne
delayed is not the throne denied, and God has never mistaken His enemies’ impatience for
authority.

At the Second Advent, Christ will not return wearing thorns. He will wear many crowns. He
will not stand bound before Pilate; the nations will stand exposed before Him. He will not
carry a reed placed in His hand for mockery; He will rule with a rod of iron. He will not
answer false witnesses; the sword of His mouth will answer rebellious armies. He will not
enter Jerusalem upon a lowly ass offering Himself to the nation; He will descend from
Heaven upon a white horse to seize the kingdom already promised to Him. The first coming
displayed the King’s humility and provided redemption through His blood. The second
coming will display His majesty and establish His government through judgment. Grace
offered does not mean sovereignty surrendered. The Lamb who permitted sinners to pierce
His hands is also the Lion who will empty every borrowed throne.

1. The Throne Promised to David’s Son

Second Samuel 7 records God’s covenant with David. David desired to build a house for
the LORD, but God promised instead to build David a house—a royal dynasty. The
immediate promise included Solomon, who would build the temple and sit upon David’s
throne, but the language reaches beyond Solomon to an enduring kingdom: “thine house
and thy kingdom shall be established for ever before thee: thy throne shall be established
for ever.” Solomon died, his kingdom divided, David’s royal sons failed, and the visible
throne eventually stood empty. Yet God’s covenant did not expire when the furniture
disappeared. The promise rests upon God’s faithfulness, not Israel’s ability to keep a king
continuously seated in Jerusalem. An empty chair does not cancel the owner’s reservation.
The throne awaits the Son of David whose reign cannot be interrupted by sin, invasion,
political revolt, or death.

Psalm 89 repeats the covenant and anchors it in God’s oath: “Once have | sworn by my
holiness that | will not lie unto David.” God promises that David’s seed and throne will
endure. Israel’s later disobedience brought chastening and governmental interruption, but
the LORD explicitly refused to break His covenant or alter what had gone out of His lips.
Replacement theology treats centuries of Jewish failure as though God finally consulted
Gentile theologians and transferred the throne into an invisible church office. Scripture



says God will not lie unto David. The covenant concerns David’s house, David’s throne,
David’s people, and the kingdom associated with Israel. The Church receives heavenly
blessings in Christ and will reign with Him, but it does not become Israel by confiscating
Israel’s mail. God’s faithfulness is large enough to save the Church and still keep His word
to David without confusing their addresses.

Luke 1 identifies the promised King before His birth. Gabriel told Mary that her Son would
be great, would be called the Son of the Highest, and that “the Lord God shall give unto him
the throne of his father David.” He would reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His
kingdom there would be no end. The throne is no metaphor for Christ’s deity because His
divine throne was never given to Him through David. David was His human ancestor
according to the flesh, and David’s throne was an earthly royal throne connected with
Israel. Christ presently sits at the Father’s right hand in Heaven, but He will yet sit upon
David’s throne in Jerusalem. Gabriel possessed enough vocabulary to distinguish Heaven
from Jerusalem and the Church from Jacob. The angel’s promise requires no ecclesiastical
interpreter to turn every noun into something else. God said Jacob because He meant
Jacob.

2. The Psalms and Prophets Announced the Crown

Psalm 2 looks beyond ordinary royal disputes and shows the kings of the earth setting
themselves against the LORD and His anointed. God responds to their united rebellion by
laughing. Heaven is not intimidated by international cooperation when the cooperation is
aimed at Christ. The rulers take counsel, alliances form, declarations are issued, and God
says, “Yet have | set my king upon my holy hill of Zion.” The nations are then given to the Son
for His inheritance, and He breaks them with a rod of iron. This is not a gentle picture of
civilization gradually improving through religious influence. It is a divine coronation
followed by the crushing of organized rebellion. Man’s final coalition will have impressive
banners, advanced weapons, global reach, and approximately the same chance against
Christ that a soap bubble has against a battleship. The Father has already named the King
and assigned the inheritance.

Psalm 72 describes a righteous royal reign in which the King judges the people with
righteousness, defends the poor, breaks the oppressor, and possesses dominion “from sea
to sea.” The psalm has associations with Solomon, but its language outruns Solomon’s
imperfect and temporary reign. “All kings shall fall down before him: all nations shall serve
him.” The prophets enlarge the picture. Isaiah 9 announces the Child whose name is “The
mighty God” and says, “the government shall be upon his shoulder.” He will sit “upon the
throne of David, and upon his kingdom” to establish it with judgment and justice forever.
Politicians strain both shoulders carrying campaign promises they cannot fulfill. Christ



carries the government upon one. He requires no advisors to discover righteousness, no
pollsters to locate truth, and no speechwriters to make failure sound successful. His
throne will make justice governmental policy instead of ceremonial language.

Zechariah presents both comings of the King. In chapter 9, Zion’s King comes “lowly, and
riding upon an ass,” a prophecy fulfilled when Christ entered Jerusalem before the cross. In
chapter 14, the LORD descends to the Mount of Olives, fights against the nations, and
becomes “king over all the earth.” The lowly entrance and conquering return belong to the
same Person but occur at different times for different purposes. The first coming offered
the King and provided atonement. The second coming brings judgment and establishes the
kingdom. Mixing the events produces the usual prophetic fog in which Israel disappears,
the Church inherits everything pleasant, and every hard promise becomes a poetic weather
report. Right division lets both passages stand. The King came exactly as Zechariah said,
was rejected exactly as Scripture foretold, and will return exactly where the prophet placed
His feet.

3. The King Rejected in His Own Country

Matthew opens by identifying Jesus Christ as “the son of David” and records wise men
asking, “Where is he that is born King of the Jews?” Herod responded not with worship but
murder. He gathered religious experts, learned that Messiah would be born in Bethlehem,
and then attempted to kill the Child. Herod believed enough Bible prophecy to feel
threatened but not enough to repent. That combination still fills religious and political
history: men know what God said, understand that Christ possesses authority, and devote
their strength to resisting Him. The priests could quote Micah’s prophecy and direct the
wise men to Bethlehem, yet the text does not say they traveled the short distance to
worship. Knowledge told them the address while indifference kept them home. Herod
fought the King, the wise men worshipped Him, and the experts filed the information. Every
response revealed the heart.

Christ’s public presentation to Jerusalem fulfilled Zechariah’s prophecy. He entered upon
an ass, crowds spread garments and branches in the way, and voices cried, “Hosanna to
the Son of David.” Yet national enthusiasm did not equal national conversion, and the
rulers remained hostile. Within days, cries of welcome were replaced by demands for
crucifixion. Crowds are weather vanes with lungs; they turn quickly when pressure
changes. Jesus wept over Jerusalem because the city did not know the time of its visitation.
The offered King saw the coming judgment, the destruction of the city, and the long
consequences of rejection. Israel’s failure was real, but it was neither total nor final. A
Jewish remnant believed then, a remnant exists according to grace now, and the nation will



be restored when the Deliverer comes out of Zion. God’s covenant does not depend upon
crowd consistency.

Before Pilate, Jesus acknowledged His kingship while distinguishing the source and present
character of His kingdom: “My kingdom is not of this world.” He did not say His kingdom
would never be established upon this earth. He said it was not “from hence”; its authority
did not originate in the world’s system. Had His kingdom depended upon ordinary human
power at that moment, His servants would have fought to prevent His arrest. Instead, He
went willingly to the cross. Pilate wrote the title above Him despite objections from the
chief priests, answering, “What | have written | have written.” A pagan governor
unknowingly posted Heaven’s royal announcement over man’s execution site. The crown
was thorny, the throne was wooden, and the subjects were mockers, but the title was true.
Earth crucified its King, and God used the crime to purchase citizens for a kingdom no
cross could stop.

4. The King Seated on His Father’s Throne

After His resurrection, Jesus Christ ascended to Heaven and sat down at the right hand of
God. Psalm 110 had foretold the Father’s invitation: “Sit thou at my right hand, until | make
thine enemies thy footstool.” Christ presently occupies the place of supreme heavenly
honor and authority, serving as Head of the Church, Advocate, and great High Priest. He is
not presently reigning upon David’s earthly throne in Jerusalem. Revelation 3:21
distinguishes the thrones when Christ says He is set down with His Father in His throne and
promises a future sharing of His own throne. The Father’s throne and David’s throne are
connected within God’s sovereign purpose, but Scripture does not call them the same
chair. A doctrine that relocates David’s throne to Heaven must move Jerusalem, Jacob,
Zion, and several prophets with it. That is less interpretation than a theological moving
company.

During this present age, God is forming the body of Christ from believing Jews and Gentiles
through the Gospel of grace. Salvation is not gained by submitting to Christ as a political
monarch, keeping Israel’s law, enduring the Tribulation, or performing kingdom works. A
sinner is saved by believing that Christ died for his sins, was buried, and rose again the third
day. The moment he believes, he is justified, sealed by the Holy Spirit, placed into Christ,
and given eternal life. The Church’s calling is heavenly. Its commission is to preach the
Gospel, teach sound doctrine, live holy lives, and wait for the Saviour—not seize
governmental machinery and pretend the kingdom arrived through legislation. The Church
should influence society through truth and righteousness, but it cannot vote the
Millennium into existence. The ballot box is not the throne of David, and a political majority
is not the Second Advent.



The Church’s blessed hope is the pre-Tribulation Rapture. The Lord Himself will descend
from Heaven, the dead in Christ will rise first, living believers will be changed, and together
they will be caught up to meet Him in the air. This event must remain distinct from the
visible Second Advent. At the Rapture, Christ comes for His Church and catches believers
upward. At the Second Advent, He comes with His saints, descends to the earth, destroys
His enemies, and establishes His kingdom. The Rapture is imminent and heavenly; the
Second Advent follows the prophesied Tribulation and is connected with Israel, the
nations, and earthly judgment. Collapsing them into one event makes the Church wait for
Israel’s signs and forces Israel into the Church’s promises. God is not the author of
confusion, though prophecy conferences sometimes appear determined to give Him
competition.

5. The King Descending with Heaven’s Armies

Revelation 19 begins the decisive return with four words that end every human claim to
ultimate authority: “And | saw heaven opened.” The King does not rise from the world’s
political system, emerge from a secret society, receive appointment from a global body, or
gain power through an election. Heaven opens, and He descends. The Rider upon the white
horse is called “Faithful and True.” Every human ruler has made promises he could not
keep, misunderstood situations he was supposed to judge, or possessed motives he
preferred hidden. Christ is faithful in every promise and true in every judgment. “In
righteousness he doth judge and make war.” His warfare is neither ambitious conquest nor
uncontrolled rage. He comes as the rightful Owner executing a holy verdict against
organized rebellion. The Prince of Peace is not obligated to make peace with sin, and the
King of righteousness does not negotiate with the beast.

His eyes are “as a flame of fire,” and upon His head are “many crowns.” Nothing escapes
those eyes. Military camouflage, diplomatic language, religious ceremony, underground
bunkers, classified plans, and carefully edited motives remain transparent before Him. The
crowns declare accumulated and universal sovereignty. Satan once offered Christ the
kingdoms of the world in exchange for worship, but Christ refused the shortcut and chose
obedience to the Father. At the appointed time, He receives the kingdoms without bowing
to the devil. Revelation 11 announces, “The kingdoms of this world are become the
kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ.” Every crown collected by conquest, inheritance,
election, fraud, wealth, fear, or popular approval will end beneath His crowns. Man’s rulers
wear symbols of authority. Christ wears the authority from which every temporary symbol
was borrowed.

A sharp sword proceeds from His mouth to smite the nations, and He rules them with a rod
of iron. The King does not require a prolonged military campaign. The Word who spoke



creation into existence can speak armies out of resistance. Revelation 19 shows the beast,
the false prophet, and the gathered kings opposing Christ. The beast and false prophet are
cast alive into the lake of fire, while the assembled armies are destroyed. This is not poetic
language for the slow spread of Christian ethics. It is the violent termination of Antichrist’s
world system at the visible return of Jesus Christ. Modern man dreams of global unity
without God, building another Babel with electronic bricks and bureaucratic mortar.
Revelation grants the dream a brief hour and then sends the rightful King to inspect the
construction. His building code contains a severe penalty for treason.

6. The King upon David’s Millennial Throne

After the Second Advent, Satan is bound in the bottomless pit, and Christ reigns for a
thousand years. Revelation 20 repeats the thousand-year period plainly enough to survive
every attempt to spiritualize it. The Millennium is not the present Church Age, because
Satan currently walks about as a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour. A chained devil
would make a poor explanation for the New Testament’s repeated warnings against his
devices, snares, temptations, and spiritual wickedness. During the Millennium, the
deceiver is actually restrained, resurrected saints reign with Christ, and the promises
concerning Messiah’s earthly government receive literal fulfillment. If words retain
meaning, a thousand years is a defined period rather than a decorative phrase for an
indefinite religious mood. God did not give Revelation numbers because He had
temporarily run short of metaphors.

Christ will sit upon David’s throne and reign over restored Israel. The apostles were
promised positions connected with judging the twelve tribes of Israel. The prophets
describe Jerusalem exalted, nations coming to learn the law of the LORD, creation
experiencing remarkable restoration, and the knowledge of the LORD covering the earth.
These promises belong to the Messianic kingdom and must not be seized by the Church
through replacement theology. Israel’s chastening, dispersion, and present partial
blindness do not erase the covenants. Romans 11 says, “the gifts and calling of God are
without repentance” and promises that “all Israel shall be saved” when the Deliverer
comes out of Zion. The King who kept every promise concerning His rejection, death, and
resurrection will not suddenly become unreliable when the promises concern Israel’s
restoration. Calvary did not cancel David’s covenant; it guarantees the character of the One
who will fulfill it.

His government will reveal what righteous rule actually looks like. He will judge without
bribery, partiality, ignorance, delay, or error. The poor will not need influence to be heard,
and the wicked will not purchase innocence with attorneys, money, or connections. Isaiah
says righteousness will be the girdle of His loins, and He will smite the earth with the rod of



His mouth. The nations will discover that peace is not produced by treaties signed between
unregenerate liars while weapons remain beneath the table. Peace comes when the Prince
of Peace rules and rebellion is restrained. Human administrations advertise transparency
while hiding records, promise equality while rewarding friends, and invoke justice while
consulting donors. Christ will need no investigation into corruption because His court
contains none. The King will govern the earth with the same perfection by which He created
it.

7. The Throne That Outlives the Final Rebellion

At the close of the thousand years, Satan is released for a little season and goes out to
deceive the nations. This final rebellion exposes the unchanged condition of natural man
even after centuries beneath perfect government. The problem was never merely bad
environment, unequal opportunity, poor education, corrupt institutions, or insufficient
evidence. Multitudes will have lived beneath Christ’s visible reign, experienced righteous
administration, and enjoyed a world transformed by His presence, yet Satan will still gather
rebels against Him. Humanism’s favorite alibi will die in public. Place fallen man in the best
environment under the best government with the best King, and an unregenerate heart will
still choose rebellion when offered the opportunity. Sin is not dirt upon man’s uniform; it is
treason inside his nature. Only the new birth changes the man rather than the scenery
around him.

Fire comes down from God and devours the rebels, Satan is cast into the lake of fire, and
the Great White Throne appears. The earth and heaven flee from the face of the Judge, the
dead stand before God, the books are opened, and every unsaved person is judged
according to his works. This judgment is not the believer’s Judgment Seat of Christ, where
saved service is examined for reward. The Great White Throne concerns the unsaved dead,
whose names are not found written in the book of life. No earthly rank survives there. Kings,
presidents, dictators, judges, merchants, soldiers, scholars, celebrities, and anonymous
sinners stand upon the same ground before Christ. Titles that once opened every door will
not open the book of life. The man who occupied a throne and the man who swept beneath
it will face the same Judge without a crown between them.

Christ’s dominion continues into eternity. First Corinthians 15 speaks of the Son delivering
up the kingdom to God the Father after every enemy, including death, has been subdued,
so that God may be allin all. This does not mean Christ ceases to reign or surrenders deity.
Revelation 22 shows “the throne of God and of the Lamb,” and says His servants shall serve
Him and “they shall reign for ever and ever.” The mediatorial kingdom reaches its
completed purpose, and the eternal reign continues in perfect unity. New Jerusalem
descends, the curse is removed, death is gone, night disappears, and God dwells with the



redeemed. Every kingdom raised in rebellion has vanished; every promise of God stands
fulfilled. Human thrones pass from gold to rust to dust. Christ’s throne passes from
promise to manifestation to everlasting glory without one loose stone beneath it.

Conclusion

The royal title of Jesus Christ gathers the entire testimony of Scripture. God covenanted
with David, the Psalms announced the Son’s inheritance, the prophets described His
righteous government, Gabriel named David’s throne, wise men sought the newborn King,
Herod tried to kill Him, Jerusalem received and rejected Him, Pilate questioned Him,
soldiers mocked Him, and the cross displayed His title. God then raised Him from the
dead, seated Him at His right hand, and appointed the hour of His return. The Church now
waits for the Rapture, Israel awaits national restoration, the nations approach judgment,
and the King awaits nothing except the Father’s appointed time. Prophecyis nota
collection of abandoned campaign promises. It is the published schedule of a God who
cannot lie. Every detail fulfilled at the first coming guarantees every detail announced for
the second.

The sinner’s first need is not political reform but personal reconciliation to the King. Jesus
Christ died for our sins, was buried, and rose again. Salvation in the present age is freely
given by grace through faith, not earned by law-keeping, sacraments, church membership,
national loyalty, moral improvement, or attempts to establish the kingdom through human
effort. The man who believes is forgiven, justified, sealed, placed into Christ, and given
eternal life. He becomes a citizen of Heaven before the King returns to claim the earth.
Receiving Christ now means meeting Him as Saviour. Rejecting Him means eventually
meeting Him as Judge. No sinner will avoid His authority by declaring independence. Hell is
filled with attempted declarations of independence from the One who gave men existence.
The wise rebel lays down his weapons while grace still offers peace.

Every sceptre is borrowed, every crown is temporary, and every ruler is serving notice until
the rightful King arrives. He came first with a manger, a servant’s towel, a cross, and an
empty tomb. He will come again with opened Heaven, flaming eyes, many crowns, a sharp
sword, and the armies of glory. Men once wrote His title above His suffering; God has
written it upon His vesture and thigh. Men bowed in mockery; every knee will bow in truth.
Men placed a reed in His hand; He will rule with iron. Men gave Him thorns; Heaven gives
Him crowns. Men sealed Him in a tomb; He will empty every throne. The Word, Lamb, Son
of man, Son of God, Shepherd, Bread, Light, Stone, and High Priest is also “KING OF
KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.” Every portrait leads to the throne, and the throne belongs to
Jesus Christ.



The Names and Titles of Jesus Christ
Ten Portraits of the Saviour
Conclusion

We have reached the end of ten portraits, but we have not reached the end of Jesus Christ.
Ten titles can open ten windows, yet eternity itself will never exhaust the glory standing
beyond the glass. John closed his Gospel by saying that if everything Jesus did were written,
“even the world itself could not contain the books that should be written.” That is no
sentimental exaggeration. How could a created world contain the complete record of its
uncreated Maker? How could time measure the One who inhabited eternity before time
began? How could human language empty the ocean of divine glory into a teaspoon?
Scripture has not told us everything that could be known about Christ, but it has told us
everything God requires us to believe. The question is not whether another title can be
discovered for decoration. The question is whether we have bowed before the Person
already revealed.

These ten portraits have not introduced ten different Christs. The Word is the Lamb. The
Lamb is the Son of man. The Son of manis the Son of God. The Son of God is the Shepherd.
The Shepherd is the Bread. The Bread is the Light. The Light is the Stone. The Stone is the
High Priest. The High Priest is the King. He does not change identities as the passages
change settings. Each title reveals another glory belonging to the same Lord Jesus Christ.
As the Word, He declares God. As the Lamb, He satisfies God. As the Son of man, He
identifies with man. As the Son of God, He possesses the nature of God. As the Shepherd,
He cares for His own. As the Bread, He gives life. As the Light, He reveals truth. As the
Stone, He provides the foundation. As the High Priest, He opens Heaven. As the King, He
claims the earth.

The Word stood before the first created morning. “In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God.” Before Adam breathed, angels sang, stars
appeared, or the earth received its foundations, Jesus Christ already possessed eternal
glory with the Father. He did not begin at Bethlehem. He entered human flesh there. The
hands Mary wrapped in swaddling clothes had already created the material from which the
cloth was woven. The infant placed in the manger upheld the world in which the manger
stood. The carpenter of Nazareth was the Architect of creation. Human scholarship may
take a pencil to His words, but He created the mind, hand, graphite, and paper employed in
the attempted correction. Man can question the Word only while borrowing life from Him.
Every human argument has a beginning; the Word had none.



The Word became the Lamb because sinners needed more than information. A lecture
cannot remove guilt, a philosophy cannot satisfy justice, and a moral example cannot pay a
death sentence. God required blood. From Abel’s accepted offering to Abraham’s words on
Moriah, from the Passover lamb in Egypt to Isaiah’s Servant led to slaughter, Scripture laid
a crimson path toward Calvary. Then John pointed to Jesus and said, “Behold the Lamb of
God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” Christ was not trapped by Roman power or
outmaneuvered by religious leaders. He laid down His life willingly. The Shepherd became
the Lamb and stepped between the sword and the sheep. Men brought nails, thorns,
mockery, and hatred; Christ brought the only blood that could cleanse them. Sin spent
itself against Him, justice struck Him, death received Him, and the grave discovered that
the Lamb was also the resurrection.

The Lamb who died was the Son of man who had entered Adam’s ruined family without
sharing Adam’s corruption. He hungered, thirsted, slept, wept, suffered, and died, yet He
never sinned. His humanity was real enough to bleed and holy enough to become the
sacrifice. Liberal religion uses “Son of man” as a crowbar to pry deity away from Christ, but
Daniel saw the Son of man coming with the clouds of Heaven to receive everlasting
dominion. The title carries dust upon its feet and a kingdom in its hands. He had nowhere
to lay His head, yet every nation will lie beneath His authority. Men bound Him, yet He
commanded creation. Men judged Him, yet He will judge mankind. Adam surrendered
dominion beside a tree; the second Man reclaimed it through the tree of Calvary. The first
man opened the grave; the last Adam walked out and left the door hanging behind Him.

The Son of man is also the eternal Son of God, and no council, creed, theologian, or
religious institution manufactured His deity. The Father sent the Son because the Son
existed before He was sent. He shared the Father’s glory before the world was, created all
things, upheld all things, forgave sins, read hearts, commanded devils, raised the dead,
gave eternal life, received worship, and claimed equal honor with the Father. His enemies
understood the claim and reached for stones. Devils recognized Him and begged for mercy.
The Father spoke from Heaven, the Spirit descended upon Him, His works testified before
Israel, and His resurrection overturned the world’s verdict. The empty tomb is God’s answer
to every cult that reduces Christ to a created being and every modernist who praises His
ethics while denying His Godhead. A dead teacher may leave quotations. The Son of God
left an empty grave.

The risen Son is the Shepherd who knows every sheep purchased by His blood. He calls
them by name, leads them by His voice, feeds them with truth, corrects their wandering,
protects them from wolves, and holds them in a hand no enemy can open. He is the Good
Shepherd who gave His life, the Great Shepherd brought again from the dead, and the Chief



Shepherd who will appear with unfading reward. Hirelings remain while the wool is plentiful
and the wolves are distant. Let truth become costly, let error grow popular, or let danger
show its teeth, and the hired man begins studying the exits. Christ did not flee. He entered
the wolves’ country and gave His body for the flock. The Shepherd’s rod is still in His hand,
the wolf’s teeth are broken, and every blood-bought sheep is going home. Eternal security
is not confidence in the sheep’s grip. Itis confidence in the Shepherd’s promise.

The Shepherd is the Bread Heaven sent into a starving world. Israel ate manna in the
wilderness and died. The five thousand ate multiplied loaves beside Galilee and became
hungry again. Religion has spent centuries blessing plates while souls starve beside them.
Philosophy can decorate the table, psychology can discuss the hunger, education can print
an attractive menu, and sacramentalism can sell admission to the dining room, but Jesus
Christ alone gives eternal life. He said, “l am the bread of life,” and then explained how the
Bread is received: “he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me
shall never thirst.” Coming and believing—not chewing and digesting—are the answers
supplied by the passage. The Bread was broken at Calvary, arose from the grave, and
satisfies forever. The world keeps changing its menu because yesterday’s meal left
everybody empty. Christ never needs a new recipe.

The Bread is also the Light that exposes why men prefer the world’s empty table. “Light is
come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were
evil.” Fallen man’s problem is not merely that he lacks information. He loves a room where
his sin cannot be seen. Christ entered that room and opened every curtain. He exposed
hypocrisy beneath religious garments, covetousness beneath respectability, lust beneath
entertainment, and rebellion beneath intellectual doubt. The Light did not create the dirt; it
revealed it. Men answered by dragging Him into the darkness of Calvary and sealing His
body inside a tomb. Yet darkness cannot strangle light. On the first day of the week, while
the world was still dark, the Light walked out alive. The grave held the universe’s Light for
three days and never managed to put it out.

That Light is the Stone upon which every saved sinner rests and against which every
rebellious kingdom will break. God laid Christ as a tried Stone, a precious Corner Stone,
and a sure foundation. Israel’s builders examined Him and rejected Him because a straight
Stone exposed their crooked walls. God raised the Stone they discarded and made Him the
head of the corner. Peter did not claim to be the Church’s foundation; he preached Jesus
Christ as the Stone and declared, “Neither is there salvation in any other.” Rome built a
religious empire upon a fisherman while ignoring the Rock the fisherman preached. The
Church rests upon Christ, every believer becomes a living stone in God’s spiritual house,



and no other foundation can be laid. Men may stumble over Christ now, but Daniel saw the
Stone strike Gentile world power and reduce its proud image to chaff.

The Stone is also the great High Priest who entered Heaven upon the strength of His own
blood. Aaron’s sons wore sacred garments, offered repeated sacrifices, dealt with their
own sins, grew old, and died. Death kept forcing the earthly priesthood to change
personnel. Jesus Christ arose after the power of an endless life and possesses an
unchangeable priesthood. He offered Himself once, obtained eternal redemption, sat
down because the sacrifice was finished, and ever lives to make intercession. The grave
could not retire Him, and Heaven has never advertised for a replacement. The believer
needs no earthly sacrificing priest, confessional booth, departed saint, religious hierarchy,
or heavenly middleman to carry his case before God. “There is one God, and one mediator
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.” Religion may rebuild the curtain and charge
admission, but God tore the veil from top to bottom.

The High Priest now seated at the Father’s right hand is the King who will empty every
borrowed throne. God promised David an everlasting house, throne, and kingdom. The
Psalms announced the Son’s inheritance. Isaiah placed the government upon His shoulder.
Gabriel promised Mary that her Son would receive David’s throne and reign over the house
of Jacob. Wise men worshipped the newborn King, Herod tried to murder Him, Jerusalem
rejected Him, Pilate questioned Him, soldiers crowned Him with thorns, and Rome posted
His title above the cross. Yet the King rose and ascended. He presently sits with the Father,
but He will return to occupy David’s earthly throne exactly as God promised. Replacement
theology may steal Israel’s mail, but it cannot alter Heaven’s address. God will finish the
program with Israel, establish Messiah’s kingdom, and prove that every covenant rested
upon His faithfulness rather than man’s religious arithmetic.

The Church awaits its heavenly hope before that visible return. At the pre-Tribulation
Rapture, the Lord will descend, the dead in Christ will rise first, living believers will be
changed, and together the body of Christ will be caught up to meet Him in the air. After the
Tribulation, Heaven will open and Christ will descend with His saints at the Second Advent.
These are not the same event wearing two prophetic hats. At the Rapture, He comes for His
Church; at the Second Advent, He comes with His Church. At the Rapture, believers meet
Him in the air; at the Second Advent, His feet stand upon the earth. At the Rapture, the
Church’s heavenly hope is fulfilled; at the Second Advent, Israel’s promised King returns,
the beast is destroyed, and the earthly kingdom begins. Confusing the events does not
display depth. It merely pours God’s prophetic order into a blender and calls the foam
scholarship.



When the King returns, He will not request a recount, negotiate a coalition, seek
recognition from an international body, or wait for religious leaders to authenticate His
credentials. His eyes will be as a flame of fire, many crowns will rest upon His head, and a
sharp sword will proceed from His mouth. The armies of Heaven will follow Him, but
omnipotence will not require help to win. He will smite the nations, destroy the beast and
false prophet, bind Satan, deliver Israel’s remnant, and reign for a thousand years. Human
government has advertised peace while preparing war, promised justice while selling
influence, and praised liberty while increasing chains. Jesus Christ will govern without
bribery, ignorance, corruption, intimidation, or error. At last the earth will have a King whose
campaign promises were written by prophets and guaranteed by resurrection.

These titles therefore move from eternity past to eternity future without losing a single
thread. The Word who existed before creation becomes the Lamb in history. The Lamb
becomes the risen Shepherd of His flock. The Son of man who suffered enters Heaven as
the great High Priest. The rejected Stone becomes the foundation of the Church and the
destroyer of Gentile world power. The Light rejected by the world becomes the glory
illuminating New Jerusalem. The King crowned with thorns returns wearing many crowns.
Humiliation gives way to exaltation, sacrifice to sovereignty, rejection to recognition, and
the cross to the throne. The scars remain, but the mockery does not. The nail prints will
testify forever that the One occupying the throne first stood in the sinner’s place. Grace
does not weaken His kingship; it explains why redeemed sinners may live beneath it
without terror.

Right division is essential if these portraits are to remain as God painted them. Israel must
remain Israel, the Church must remain the Church, law must remain distinct from grace,
the Rapture must not be confused with the Second Advent, and Christ’s present seat
beside the Father must not be mistaken for David’s future throne in Jerusalem. Spiritual
application must never become an excuse for doctrinal theft. God can save Jews and
Gentiles into one body during the present age without cancelling Israel’s national
covenants. He can prepare a heavenly people while preserving an earthly kingdom. He can
reward the Church at the Judgment Seat of Christ and later judge the unsaved at the Great
White Throne. Confusion is not reverence, and contradiction is not mystery. When
Scripture is permitted to say what it says where it says it, the portraits align without forcing
one brushstroke over another.

The combined testimony also exposes every counterfeit Christ. A Christ who is not the
eternal Word cannot reveal God. A Christ who is not the spotless Lamb cannot remove sin.
A Christ who is not truly man cannot die as man’s substitute. A Christ who is not truly God
cannot give infinite value to that death. A shepherd who loses blood-bought sheep cannot



fulfill John 10. Bread that must be received repeatedly through sacramental machinery
cannot match everlasting life received by faith. A light that never exposes sin is religious
mood lighting. A movable stone cannot support eternity. A priest who needs successors is
not the Priest who continues forever. A king who never occupies David’s throne leaves
God’s covenant unfinished. False religion keeps the name Jesus while emptying the Person
from it, like hanging a royal sign above an abandoned building and insisting the King lives
inside.

No man is saved by admiring these portraits. A museum visitor can discuss a painting
without knowing the person pictured, and a church member can repeat Christ’s titles
without possessing Christ. The Gospel requires personal faith in His finished work. Jesus
Christ died for our sins, was buried, and rose again the third day. Salvation in this present
age is by grace through faith, “not of works, lest any man should boast.” The sinner is not
asked to reform himself into acceptability, keep Israel’s law, receive saving sacraments,
endure religious probation, or earn enough merit to impress a holy God. He is commanded
to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. The moment he believes, he is justified, forgiven, sealed
with the Holy Spirit, placed into Christ, and given eternal life. The portraits reveal the
Saviour; faith receives Him.

For the believer, the completion of this series should produce more than additional
information. If Christ is the Word, His Book must carry more authority than human opinion.
If He is the Lamb, gratitude should replace boasting. If He is the Son of man, suffering can
be endured beneath the care of One who understands it perfectly. If He is the Son of God,
no enemy is greater than the Saviour who keeps us. If He is the Shepherd, His voice must
be followed and strange voices rejected. If He is the Bread, the world’s scraps should lose
their appeal. If He is the Light, hidden compromise must be brought into the open. If He is
the Stone, life must be built upon Him. If He is the High Priest, the throne of grace should
not remain unvisited. If He is the King, obedience is not optional decoration.

The local church must also recover the full Christ of Scripture. Too many pulpits offer a
therapeutic Jesus who manages feelings, a motivational Jesus who improves careers, a
political Jesus who endorses candidates, an entertaining Jesus who helps fill seats, ora
silent Jesus who never contradicts the culture. That assortment may build an audience, but
it cannot build saints. The Church is commissioned to preach Christ crucified, risen,
ascended, and coming again. It must declare His deity, blood, authority, exclusivity,
holiness, priesthood, and kingdom without apologizing for the edges. A gospel emptied of
judgment produces converts who do not know what they escaped. A Christ emptied of
authority produces worshippers who imagine obedience is negotiable. A church that dims



the Light to attract darkness should not be surprised when darkness takes over the
building.

The world will continue producing borrowed thrones until the King arrives. Presidents,
princes, dictators, judges, financiers, religious rulers, intellectual gatekeepers, and global
planners will continue speaking as though tomorrow belongs to them. They will move
borders, sign treaties, rewrite laws, manipulate currencies, command armies, censor truth,
and congratulate themselves for managing history. Yet Psalm 2 shows God laughing at
united rebellion. Daniel shows the Stone falling. Zechariah shows the LORD standing upon
the Mount of Olives. Revelation shows Heaven opened. Every crown has an expiration date,
every sceptre must be surrendered, and every ruler will answer to the Man once judged by
Pilate. The rulers of this world are not writing the final chapter. They are temporary
characters approaching a conclusion God published before their ancestors were born.

The series ends where all biblical revelation ends—with Jesus Christ supreme. The Word
will have the final word. The Lamb will receive the worship. The Son of man will inherit the
nations. The Son of God will be honored as the Father. The Shepherd will gather every
sheep. The Bread will satisfy every redeemed soul. The Light will banish every shadow. The
Stone will outlast every kingdom. The High Priest will present His people faultless. The King
will reign forever. The manger, wilderness, cross, tomb, heavenly sanctuary, millennial
throne, and New Jerusalem all belong to one unbroken revelation of His glory. Men gave
Him thorns; Heaven gives Him crowns. Men cast Him out; God exalted Him. Men silenced
His voice; His words will judge them. Men sealed His grave; He opened eternity.

There is nowhere safe outside Jesus Christ and nowhere insecure inside Him. The sinner
who rejects the Lamb must face the King. The man who stumbles over the Stone will
eventually be crushed beneath it. The soul that refuses the Bread will enter eternity hungry.
The heart that hides from the Light will be exposed at the Great White Throne. The person
who refuses the High Priest will stand before God without a mediator. But the sinner who
believes is washed by the blood, fed by the Bread, guided by the Light, kept by the
Shepherd, founded upon the Stone, represented by the Priest, and destined to reign with
the King. God has placed every necessity in His Son. Heaven contains no backup plan
because perfection requires no alternative.

Ten portraits have stood before us, and together they pronounce one final verdict: Jesus
Christ is everything Scripture says He is, possesses everything Heaven declares,
accomplished everything salvation required, and will fulfill everything prophecy promised.
He is too eternal to be outdated, too holy to be corrupted, too mighty to be resisted, too
gracious to reject the sinner who comes, too faithful to lose one believer, and too sovereign
to leave one promise unfinished. His cross is empty, His tomb is empty, His priesthood is



occupied, His throne is reserved, and His return is certain. Every earthly voice will
eventually fall silent, every borrowed crown will be laid down, and every knee will bow. The
only wise response is to trust Him fully, follow Him faithfully, preach Him plainly, and look
for Him expectantly. Jesus Christ is not one subject among many. He is the center,
foundation, purpose, and final glory of them all.

| JESUS " ) N PO

<THE NAMES AND TITLES OF JESUS CHRIST -~

RAITS OF THE SAVIOUR

T0
HIM BE GLORY |
BOTH NOW

Eternal — the Word was God.” Promlsed “God will provide / Servant — gave Hls life “a ransom Declared — “This is my beloved Sacrifice — gnveth his hfe for

Creator — “AII lhmgs were made

by him.” John 1:3
Incarnate — “The Word was made
flesh.” John 1:14

From Heaven — gives life unto
the world. John 6:33

Received — come to Christ and
believe. John 6:35

Promise — “hath everlasting life.”
John 6:47

-

himself a lamb Genesis 22:8

hy is khe Lamb

Revelation 5:12 A}

Exposure — men loved darkness.
John 3:19

Direction — shall not walk in

ness. John 8:12 g

] F Word made flesh « Lamb slain « l\mgrq ed

FAITH RECEIVES

Ilfe . Lmht becurlt\ ALCE\

for many.” Mark 10:45

| Authority — power on earth to

forgive sins. Mark 2:10

Ruler — comes in the clouds with |||

great glory. Matthew 24:30

“rHE STONE T,
o wiicH THE BUII;ENS
REJECTED IS BECONE
7 rluz HEAD STONE
*_ OF THE CORNER. .7
PSALM 118:22 @

Fonndation - “a tried stone...a

sure foundation.” Isaiah 28:16

Rejected — now the head stone of
the corner. Psalm 118:22

Exclusive — no other foundation.
1 Corinthians 3:11

PRES

Risen Shepherd

A Sure Foundation

Son.” Matthew 3:17
Divine — “making himself equal
with God.” John 5:18

Risen — declared Son of God

with power. Romans 1:4

Sinless — temp&d in all points,

“yet without sin.” Hebrews 4:15

Finished — one sacrifice for sins
forever. Hebrews 10:12

<3 PRACTICAL TAKEAWAY «’

the sheep.” John 10:11

Knowledge — “know my sheep.”
John 10:14

Security — “t

 Promised — the throne of His ;

father David. Luke 1:32

Returning — “KING OF KINGS,
AND LORD OF LORDS.”
Revelation 19:16

'l'rust the Lam Hear the Shepherd Feed upon the Bread by faith. Walk in the Light. Rest upon the Stone Approach the High Priest. Awan lhe ng




