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Introduction: The Kingdom of Heaven and the Kingdom of God — Similar Words,
Serious Differences

There are few subjects in the New Testament that have been buried beneath more
denominational rubble than the kingdom of heaven and the kingdom of God. The words
appear plainly enough, but religious scholarship has spent centuries mixing, flattening,
spiritualizing, and rearranging them until Israel has lost her throne, the Church has lost her
heavenly calling, the Millennium has lost its earth, and the average Christian has lost any
hope of finding his way through Matthew without a theological seeing-eye dog. The usual
shortcut says the two expressions are simply identical everywhere, that every kingdom
passage describes the Church, and that anybody noticing distinctions is slicing doctrine
too thin. That sounds convenient until the verses begin protesting. God did not inspire a
religious thesaurus in which different expressions were scattered randomly across the
page to keep translators occupied. “Every word of God is pure” (Proverbs 30:5), and every
word includes the words commentators dismiss as interchangeable. A Bible believer does
not begin by asking how quickly two phrases can be merged. He begins by asking why the
Holy Ghost used both.

The kingdom of heaven concerns the visible, earthly, governmental reign promised to Israel
beneath her Messiah. It comes from heaven in authority, but it operates upon the earth. It
has a King, throne, capital, laws, administrators, nations, judgments, land, and public
dominion. God promised Abraham a national seed and geographical inheritance. He
promised David an everlasting house, kingdom, seed, and throne. Isaiah saw the
government upon the Messiah’s shoulder; Jeremiah saw a righteous Branch executing
judgment “in the earth”; Daniel saw the God of heaven establish a kingdom that destroyed
all rival kingdoms; Zechariah saw the Lord become “king over all the earth.” Those prophets
did not predict an invisible religious atmosphere hovering above Gentile congregations.
They described the government of Jesus Christ centered at Jerusalem and extending across
the nations. Heaven is the source of that kingdom, but earth is its appointed field. Rain
comes from heaven without remaining suspended above the clouds.

The kingdom of God emphasizes God’s spiritual authority, righteousness, life, and power. It
must be entered through the new birth because Adam’s flesh cannot inherit what belongs
to God. Christ told Nicodemus, “Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of
God” (John 3:3). Paul wrote, “For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but
righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost” (Romans 14:17). He also declared,
“For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power” (1 Corinthians 4:20), and warned that
“flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God” (1 Corinthians 15:50). Political
citizenship, national ancestry, water baptism, denominational membership, social



improvement, and religious ceremony cannot produce entrance. A passport may move a
man across a border, but it cannot move him out of Adam and into Christ. Religion can
register a corpse, educate it, perfume it, and place itin a choir robe; only the Holy Ghost
can give it life.

The distinction is real, but it must never be forced into an artificial separation that ignores
the passages where the expressions overlap. Matthew 19:23-24 places “the kingdom of
heaven” and “the kingdom of God” in consecutive statements concerning the same rich
man. Matthew 13 speaks of “the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven,” while Mark and Luke
use “the kingdom of God” in parallel accounts. These passages demonstrate that the two
kingdoms are not hostile realms governed by competing kings. Jesus Christ rules both, and
the moral qualifications of His government remain consistent. During the Millennium, the
kingdom of heaven’s visible administration will openly display the righteousness, peace,
holiness, and power belonging to the kingdom of God. Two circles may overlap without
becoming one circle, and two rooms may belong to one house without becoming the same
room. The lazy theologian sees a connecting door and removes every wall.

The Old Testament laid the foundation for both the outward throne and the inward
transformation. God promised Israel a land, city, temple, kingdom, and Davidic ruler, but
He also promised cleansing, forgiveness, a new heart, a new spirit, and His law written
within. Ezekiel 36 joins the promises in one unbroken prophecy: “l will bring you into your
own land,” “A new heart also will | give you,” “I will put my spirit within you,” and “Ye shall
dwellin the land that | gave to your fathers.” The land does not become figurative when the
Spirit enters the verse, and the heart does not become unnecessary because the land
remains literal. God will restore Israel outwardly and renew her inwardly. A perfect throne
over unregenerate rebels would leave the rebellion alive, while inward renewal without the
promised throne would leave the covenant unfinished. God does not fulfill half a promise
and ask theology to bury the remainder.

John the Baptist entered that prophetic program crying, “Repent ye: for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand” (Matthew 3:2). He was Isaiah’s wilderness voice, Malachi’s promised
messenger, and an Elijah-like herald preparing Israel for her King. His baptism manifested
Christ to Israel; his preaching demanded national preparation; and his warnings placed the
axe at the root of empty religious profession. Jesus Christ then repeated the kingdom
announcement, presented His royal credentials, delivered the Sermon on the Mount,
commissioned twelve apostles to the lost sheep of Israel, and authenticated the message
with kingdom signs. Blind eyes opened, deaf ears heard, lame men walked, lepers were
cleansed, devils fled, and the dead arose. Every miracle was a small invasion of the curse



by the authority of the coming King. Israel did not receive a vague offer delivered in faint
print. The King walked through the nation fulfilling prophecy in public.

The religious leaders answered the evidence by attributing the Spirit’s work to Beelzebub,
rejecting the Stone while holding the prophetic blueprints, and finally crying before Pilate,
“We have no king but Caesar” (John 19:15). That declaration marked the official climax of
Israel’s rejection. Yet the cross did not mean the kingdom failed or that God’s plan
collapsed beneath human opposition. Christ was delivered “by the determinate counsel
and foreknowledge of God” (Acts 2:23). Men rejected the King, but God used their
wickedness to provide redemption through the Lamb. The cross did not cancel the crown; it
purchased everything the crowned King will ultimately claim. After the resurrection, the
early chapters of Acts again confronted Israel with her risen Messiah and called the nation
to repentance in connection with “the times of restitution of all things” spoken by the
prophets. The authorities refused again, and the kingdom’s visible establishment remained
postponed.

During the King’s absence, Matthew 13 reveals the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven.
Seed is scattered, the wicked one interferes, tares grow among wheat, a mustard herb
expands into a religious tree where satanic birds lodge, leaven works secretly through the
meal, Israel remains a treasure hidden in the field, Christ purchases one pearl of great
price, and a dragnet gathers good and bad until judgment. That is hardly a portrait of
organized religion gradually transforming the earth into the Millennium. Christendom grows
large, powerful, wealthy, divided, infiltrated, and corrupt while the true King remains
rejected. Cathedrals rise, denominations multiply, political alliances form, and religious
institutions spread across nations, but outward expansion does not equal spiritual
conquest. Babylon can hang a cross above its gate without becoming New Jerusalem.
When the devil cannot destroy religion, he joins it, obtains a title, and asks to revise the
doctrinal statement.

While Israel remains nationally blinded in part and the visible kingdom awaits Christ’s
return, God is calling out the Church, the body of Christ. This body was a mystery not made
known in other ages as it was revealed through the apostles and prophets. Believing Jews
and Gentiles are baptized by one Spirit into one body, joined to a heavenly Head, blessed
with spiritual blessings in heavenly places, and promised a pre-tribulation gathering to
meet the Lord in the air. The Church is not Israel repaired, internationalized, or renamed. It
does not inherit Israel’s land by spiritual squatting or occupy David’s throne through a
denominational board. Israel retains her earthly covenants, while the Church possesses a
heavenly calling beyond anything promised to the nation. God can bless the Church



without lying to Israel. Only a poor theologian believes one heir must be robbed before
another can become rich.

The Church presently lives beneath the spiritual rule of God, having been delivered “from
the power of darkness” and translated “into the kingdom of his dear Son” (Colossians
1:13). Yet the Church is not identical to the kingdom of God, just as it is not the kingdom of
heaven. The kingdom describes divine authority; the Church describes Christ’s unique
body and bride. Every genuine member of that body has been born again, sealed by the
Spirit, and placed beneath Christ’s saving lordship. Outward Christendom, however,
remains a mixed field containing saved and lost, wheat and tares, good fish and bad. A man
may enter a religious institution by vote, ceremony, ancestry, or paperwork, but he enters
Christ only through faith in the finished gospel. A church secretary can place aname on a
roll; only the Holy Ghost can place a sinner into the body.

After the Church is caught up, Daniel’s seventieth week will resume Israel’s prophetic
program. The Antichrist will confirm a covenant, rise as the world’s counterfeit saviour,
control commerce, persecute the saints, blaspheme God, and demand worship. The
gospel of the kingdom will again be preached in direct connection with the approaching
end. Israel will return to the center of the prophetic stage, the abomination of desolation
will stand in the holy place, and the nations will gather beneath the Beast’s final imitation
kingdom. This Tribulation setting must not be dragged backward onto the Church.
Instructions concerning Judea, the sabbath, temple desecration, the mark of the Beast,
and endurance unto the end belong to people living through Daniel’s final week. The
Church watches for Jesus Christ, not Antichrist. Its blessed hope is a Saviour in the air, not
a mark at the grocery store.

Then the heavens will open and the Faithful and True Rider will descend. Jesus Christ will
destroy the Beast’s armies, cast the Beast and false prophet into the lake of fire, deliver
Israel, judge the nations, bind Satan, and establish His thousand-year reign. Jerusalem will
become the capital, David’s throne will be occupied, the law will go forth from Zion,
creation’s curse will be restrained, and the nations will worship the King. The visible
kingdom of heaven will then display the spiritual character of the kingdom of God under
one perfect Ruler. Heaven’s authority will govern earth, and righteousness will no longer be
a campaign promise printed by sinners. The Stone of Daniel 2 will not negotiate with
Nebuchadnezzar’s image. It will strike the image, grind its kingdoms into powder, and
become a mountain filling the earth.

This truth exposes every attempt to build the Millennium without Jesus Christ. Christians
should preach the gospel, oppose evil, defend truth, vote according to biblical conviction,
help their neighbors, conduct honest work, protect the innocent, and occupy faithfully until



Christ comes. But political involvement is not prophetic fulfillment, cultural influence is
not the kingdom, and temporary restraint is not regeneration. A ballot can remove a
scoundrel from office, but it cannot remove sin from his heart. A law may punish theft, but
it cannot cure covetousness. A church may feed a neighborhood, but it cannot bind Satan
in the bottomless pit. Good works have their proper place, but they become idolatry when
men ask them to perform the work assigned to the returning King. A sandbag may restrain a
flood; it cannot command the sea.

The purpose of this series is to place every kingdom truth back at its proper address. Israel
must retain the land and throne God promised her. The Church must retain its heavenly
identity and hope. The kingdom of God must retain its spiritual character and entrance
through the new birth. The kingdom of heaven must retain its visible earthly fulfillment
beneath the Messiah. The Tribulation must remain Daniel’s seventieth week, and the
Millennium must remain the literal reign of Jesus Christ upon the earth. The two kingdom
expressions must be allowed to overlap where Scripture overlaps them and remain distinct
where Scripture distinguishes them. Right division does not cut truth into pieces; it puts
every piece where God placed it.

Man has spent thousands of years trying to govern the earth without the God who created
it. He has tried crowns, senates, empires, democracies, dictatorships, socialism,
communism, globalism, and enough political theories to fill a cemetery with manifestos.
The flags change, the speeches change, the party names change, and Adam keeps sitting
behind the desk. God’s final answer is not another revised system operated by the same
fallen nature. His answer is Jesus Christ upon David’s throne. The King who came once
beneath a crown of thorns will return wearing many crowns. The One whom men placed
before Pilate will place the nations before Himself. The world will learn, after its last
counterfeit kingdom has collapsed, that the earth was never waiting for a better platform. It
was waiting for its rightful King.

1 of 10: The Kingdom of Heaven and the Kingdom of God — Two Kingdoms, One King,
and a Difference the Commentators Buried

Key Passage: Matthew 19:23-24

“Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Verily | say unto you, That a rich man shall hardly enter
into the kingdom of heaven. And again | say unto you, Itis easier for a camel to go through
the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.”



Introduction

There are two kinds of Bible students in the world: those who believe the words God putin
the Book and those who spend their lives explaining why He should have used different
ones. The first group approaches the King James Bible with a pencil, a prayer, and enough
humility to notice that God does not scatter words across the page like a careless printer
dropping type on the floor. The second group arrives with a filing cabinet full of theological
labels and promptly stuffs every verse into the drawer marked “What My Denomination
Already Believes.” That is exactly what has happened with the kingdom of heaven and the
kingdom of God. Because the expressions sometimes occupy the same doctrinal
neighborhood, the modern commentator announces that they must own the same house,
sleep in the same bed, and answer to the same name. He sees resemblance and declares
identity. By that method, a horse and a mule become the same animal because both have
four legs, and Israel and the Church become the same people because both appearin the
same Bible. But the Holy Ghost did not write a religious thesaurus. He wrote a Book in
which every word is pure, every distinction has a purpose, and every apparent overlap
invites study rather than surrender. “Every word of God is pure” (Proverbs 30:5), and every
word includes the words the scholars keep trying to erase with an interchangeable label.

Matthew 19:23-24 places the problem directly in front of us. In consecutive statements
Christ speaks first of “the kingdom of heaven” and then of “the kingdom of God.” That
passage proves that the expressions can overlap, for the same rich man faces the same
impossibility and the same camelis still trying to pass through the same needle. But it does
not prove that the expressions are identical everywhere they occur. A man may speak of
entering his house and entering his family in the same conversation, but only a theologian
would conclude that bricks and blood relations are therefore interchangeable substances.
The kingdom of heaven concerns the visible, earthly, governmental reign promised to Israel
under her Messiah, while the kingdom of God emphasizes the spiritual authority,
righteousness, and life of God. One kingdom has a throne that will be planted in Jerusalem;
the other must first govern the inner man. One is manifested before the nations beneath
the heavens; the other is entered through the new birth and presently operatesin
“righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost” (Romans 14:17). The same King
possesses both, and when He reigns visibly upon the earth, the two spheres will overlap in
glorious fullness. Similarity is not identity, however, and overlap is not permission to empty
either expression of its biblical content.

The distinction matters because doctrinal confusion never remains locked in a classroom.
Once every kingdom passage is turned into a description of the Church, Israel loses her
land, David loses his throne, the prophets lose their plain meaning, the Tribulation loses its



Jewish setting, and the Millennium becomes a mist floating somewhere between Augustine
and a church constitution. Before long, religious politicians begin promising to build the
kingdom with ballots, committees, community programs, and enough tax-exempt
enthusiasm to make Nebuchadnezzar blush. They imagine that the Stone of Daniel 2 needs
a campaign manager and that Christ is waiting in heaven for respectable Christians to
renovate Babylon before He returns. Meanwhile, the spiritual kingdom is reduced to
outward machinery, and men who have never been born again are counted as kingdom
citizens because somebody sprinkled them, confirmed them, registered them, or handed
them a denominational membership card. Confuse the kingdoms and you will eventually
confuse the gospel, the covenants, the commissions, and the calling of the Church. Right
division is not theological hair-splitting. It is the difference between eating the bread on the
table and chewing the label off the package.

1. The Bible Does Not Stutter When It Changes Its Words

The first law of honest Bible study is simple: let the Book say what it says before
volunteering to correct it. Second Timothy 2:15 commands, “Study to shew thyself
approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word
of truth.” The verse does not tell us to flatten the word of truth, generalize it, sentimentalize
it, or pour it into a denominational waffle iron until every passage comes out the same
shape. It tells us to divide it rightly. A division is not a contradiction, and a distinction is not
a denial. Light was divided from darkness in Genesis 1 without either one ceasing to exist.
Israel was divided from the nations without God denying His ownership of the whole earth.
The priesthood was divided from the other tribes without making the Levites a different
species. So when the New Testament repeatedly uses “the kingdom of heaven” and “the
kingdom of God,” a Bible believer has no business erasing the distinction merely because
maintaining it requires more labor than copying a footnote. The lazy reader wants one
basket for every egg. The Holy Ghost keeps handing him chickens, ducks, and geese and
asking whether he can tell the difference.

The expression “kingdom of heaven” is characteristically found in Matthew, the Gospel that
presents Jesus Christ as Israel’s King and continually connects Him with David, Abraham,
Moses, fulfilled prophecy, and the throne. Matthew begins, “The book of the generation of
Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham” (Matthew 1:1). That is not decorative
genealogy. David connects Christ with the royal covenant, and Abraham connects Him with
the nation and the land. The wise men do not ask where the founder of a new religious
society has been born; they ask, “Where is he that is born King of the Jews?” (Matthew 2:2).
John the Baptist then appears preaching, “Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand”
(Matthew 3:2), and Christ begins His public ministry with the same announcement:



“Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 4:17). The King is present, the
covenant nation is addressed, and the promised reign has drawn near in the Person who
possesses the legal, prophetic, and divine right to David’s throne. Matthew’s language is
not accidental. God did not trip over the word “heaven” thirty times while trying to say
something else.

The “kingdom of God,” however, appears throughout the New Testament and carries an
emphasis broader than Israel’s earthly political kingdom. It is associated with spiritual
birth, moral character, divine power, and an inheritance that flesh and blood cannot obtain.
Christ told Nicodemus, “Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God”
(John 3:3). Paul wrote, “For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness,
and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost” (Romans 14:17). He also declared, “Now this | say,
brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God” (1 Corinthians 15:50).
Those statements reach deeper than territorial boundaries, civil statutes, agricultural
abundance, or an earthly capital. They deal with a realm into which Adam’s natural
descendants cannot stroll wearing their first-birth credentials. The kingdom of God
requires life from God because dead men do not become spiritual citizens by changing
governments. A corpse can be moved from one country to another, but the change of
address will not make it breathe. The trouble with Adam’s race is not merely that it lives
under bad politicians; itis thatitis “dead in trespasses and sins” (Ephesians 2:1).

2. One King Can Rule More Than One Realm

The kingdom of heaven and the kingdom of God have one rightful King: the Lord Jesus
Christ. That common King explains why the expressions frequently touch, overlap, and
even appear in parallel accounts describing the same event. Christ is not divided against
Himself. The One who will sit upon David’s throne is also the One who must reign in
righteousness. The One who will govern the nations with a rod of iron is also the One who
saves sinners, indwells believers, and translates them into “the kingdom of his dear Son”
(Colossians 1:13). There is no competition between these kingdoms, as though the Father
organized two rival administrations and forgot to settle their jurisdiction. Their differences
concern form, manifestation, subjects, timing, and emphasis—not a conflict between their
rulers. God’s spiritual authority reaches beyond the visible Messianic kingdom, while the
visible kingdom of heaven will become the public earthly manifestation of divine
government under the Son of David. The distinction therefore preserves the richness of the
King’s dominion. Reducing both expressions to one definition does not magnify Christ; it
takes a palace full of rooms and brags because the interpreter has discovered one closet.

Psalm 2 presents the King in relation to the earth’s rebellious governments. The kings of the
earth set themselves against the Lord and against His anointed, but God answers, “Yet



have | set my king upon my holy hill of Zion” (Psalm 2:6). The location is not symbolic fog.
Zion is a place, the heathen are nations, the rebellion is historical, and the Son’s
inheritance includes “the uttermost parts of the earth” (Psalm 2:8). He will “break them
with a rod of iron” and “dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel” (Psalm 2:9). Thatis not a
description of the gospel gradually persuading city councils to display better manners. Itis
the King forcibly ending the revolt of human government. Yet this same Son now receives
individual sinners who trust His finished work, regenerates them, and rules within them by
His Spirit. Present grace does not cancel future government. The cross did not saw the legs
off David’s throne. Calvary secured every purpose of God, including the redemption of the
sinner, the restoration of Israel, the judgment of the nations, and the public coronation of
Jesus Christ.

Luke 1:32-33 joins the Person of Christ to the literal Davidic promise: “He shall be great,
and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne
of his father David: And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom
there shall be no end.” Gabriel knew the difference between Jacob and the Church,
between David’s throne and God’s throne, and between a promised reign and a vague
religious influence. No apostle ever announced that the Church had become Jacob or that
a bishop’s chair had become David’s throne. Christ now sits at the right hand of the Father,
but Acts 2:34 expressly says, “For David is not ascended into the heavens.” David’s throne
was an earthly royal throne connected with Israel, and Christ has not abandoned His right
to occupy it. The same Lord can be Head of the Church now and King over Israelin the
coming age without suffering an identity crisis. The confusion belongs to the theologian,
not to the King. Heaven has never needed a doctrinal repairman; it is the seminaries that
keep leaving parts on the floor.

3. The Kingdom of Heaven Has Earth Under Its Feet

The kingdom of heaven is “of heaven” in origin and authority, but its sphere of manifestation
is the earth. Daniel 2:44 says, “And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up
a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed.” Notice who sets it up: “the God of heaven.”
Notice where it operates: in the territory previously occupied by earthly kingdoms. Notice
what happens to the competing governments: the divine kingdom “shall break in pieces
and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.” The kingdom comes from
heaven, but it does not remain an invisible abstraction in heaven. A rainstorm comes from
heaven too, but only a professor standing indoors with the curtains closed could deny
where it lands. The Stone strikes the image representing Gentile world power, destroys it,
and becomes “a great mountain, and filled the whole earth” (Daniel 2:35). The passage is



political, territorial, prophetic, and devastatingly plain. God will not merely inspire human
civilization. He will replace its kingdoms with the government of His Son.

The Old Testament promises are equally concrete. God told David, “And thine house and
thy kingdom shall be established for ever before thee: thy throne shall be established for
ever” (2 Samuel 7:16). Isaiah 9:7 declares, “Of the increase of his government and peace
there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom.” Isaiah did not say
Christ would occupy an invisible throne in the human imagination or reign through a
collection of Gentile denominations arguing over parking spaces. Jeremiah 23:5 promises,
“Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that | will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and
a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth.”
Zechariah 14:9 adds, “And the LORD shall be king over all the earth.” The location
continues to appear because God knows theologians have a habit of misplacing things. He
says earth, Zion, Jerusalem, David, Israel, and nations until the only way to miss the
meaning is to approach the passage with a covenant eraser already sharpened.

Christ’s own words preserve this earthly and Jewish expectation. He promised the
apostles, “Verily | say unto you, That ye which have followed me, in the regeneration when
the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones,
judging the twelve tribes of Israel” (Matthew 19:28). Twelve apostles, twelve thrones, and
twelve tribes do not naturally produce a Gentile church board unless the interpreter has
been drinking allegorical moonshine. In Matthew 8:11, Christ speaks of many coming “from
the east and west” to “sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of
heaven,” while “the children of the kingdom” are cast out because of unbelief. The kingdom
is connected with Israel’s fathers and with a future gathering in which Gentiles share
promised blessing without becoming Israel. The kingdom of heaven therefore concerns a
real Messianic government under the heavens. It has a King, a throne, a capital, laws,
administrators, nations, judgments, and land. Calling all of that “the Church” does not
spiritualize the text; it burglarizes it.

4. The Kingdom of God Must Enter the Man Before the Man Can Enter It

The kingdom of God confronts the sinner at the point where earthly politics cannot help
him. A man may reform his habits, join a church, memorize a creed, vote for respectable
candidates, and teach his dog to bow its head before meals, yet remain outside the
kingdom of God because he has never been born again. Nicodemus was not a pagan

¢«

criminal crawling out of a back alley. He was “a man of the Pharisees,” “a ruler of the Jews,”
and “a master of Israel” (John 3:1, 10). He had religion polished to a shine, but Christ cut
through the varnish with one sentence: “Except a man be born again, he cannot see the

kingdom of God” (John 3:3). Natural birth brought Nicodemus into Israel; it could not bring



him into the kingdom of God. Religious education gave him information; it could not give
him life. The new birth is not Adam’s old nature receiving better instructions. It is God
imparting spiritual life to a dead sinner through faith. You can dress a corpse, educate it,
baptize it, and place it on a church roll, but if it never receives life, all you have produced is
arespectable corpse with a certificate.

Christ continued, “Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the
kingdom of God” (John 3:5). The context immediately points back to natural birth—“That
which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit” (John 3:6).
The water is connected with physical birth, and the Spirit produces spiritual birth. Rome
sees water and rushes for a basin because a sacrament gives religious machinery
something to control. The Bible points to two births because “that which is born of the flesh
is flesh” and flesh cannot manufacture spirit. John 3:8 compares the Spirit’s work to the
wind, which blows according to its own will rather than according to an ecclesiastical valve
operated by a priest. Entrance into the kingdom of God comes from above. It is not
inherited through Jewish blood, dispensed through a denomination, or purchased by good
works. God does not grant heavenly citizenship because a sinner improved his
neighborhood reputation. He grants life because the sinner receives the Son.

That spiritual emphasis appears again in Romans 14:17: “For the kingdom of God is not
meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.” Paul does not
deny that Christ will one day regulate physical life upon the earth; he establishes the
present spiritual character of God’s kingdom in relation to believers. First Corinthians 4:20
states, “For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power.” First Corinthians 6:9 warns
that “the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God,” and then identifies sins that
characterize the unregenerate. The kingdom of God deals with what a man is before God,
not merely where his feet are standing. Adam lost spiritual life before he lost physical
ground, and Christ restores the inner man before He restores the government of the earth.
The kingdom of heaven answers the rebellion of the nations; the kingdom of God answers
the ruin inside the sinner. Human government can lock up a thief, but it cannot remove
thievery from his heart. Only the King who died for sin can enter the inner fortress, cleanse
it, and raise His flag over territory the devil once occupied.

5. Parallel Passages Prove Overlap, Not Universal Identity

Anyone studying these expressions honestly must face the parallel passages. Matthew
13:11 calls the subject “the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven,” while Mark 4:11 says,
“Unto you itis given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God,” and Luke 8:10 speaks of
“the mysteries of the kingdom of God.” Matthew 11:11 says that “he that is least in the
kingdom of heaven is greater than” John the Baptist, while the corresponding statement in



Luke 7:28 uses “the kingdom of God.” Then Matthew 19:23-24 places both expressions in
the mouth of Christ during the same conversation about the rich young ruler. Those
passages make one truth certain: the kingdoms cannot be treated as two unrelated
kingdoms with different kings, different moral standards, and no common ground. The
same truth can sometimes be viewed under either expression because the government of
heaven is also God’s government, and God’s spiritual rule will characterize heaven’s
government when Christ establishes it. But the passages do not authorize us to discard
context everywhere else. Two roads can share pavement for several miles without having
the same starting point, route, or final reach.

The mistake operates in both directions. One extreme forces an absolute separation so
rigid that every overlap becomes an embarrassment. The other extreme uses the overlaps
as a steamroller to flatten every distinction in the rest of Scripture. Neither method rightly
divides the word. Matthew 19 demonstrates the proper balance. The rich man’s attachment
to wealth exposes his unwillingness to submit to the King, making his entrance into the
visible kingdom humanly impossible; the same covetous and self-righteous heart shows
his inability to enter God’s spiritual kingdom apart from divine intervention. Christ
concludes, “With men this is impossible; but with God all things are possible” (Matthew
19:26). The same man is unfit for both aspects of divine rule, and the same God alone can
make entrance possible. The expressions overlap because the moral qualifications of the
King do not change when the setting changes. A rebel against God inwardly will not become
a loyal subject merely because Christ’s throne becomes visible outwardly. Changing the
scenery does not change the sinner.

The coming Millennium provides the clearest picture of this overlap. Jesus Christ will reign
visibly from Jerusalem, fulfilling the promises associated with the kingdom of heaven, while
His government will express the righteousness, holiness, truth, and power belonging to the
kingdom of God. Isaiah 11:4 says, “But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and
reprove with equity for the meek of the earth.” Habakkuk 2:14 promises, “For the earth shall
be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.” The
throne will be physical, but its character will be spiritual. The government will administer
laws among nations, but the authority behind those laws will be divine. Thus, the two
kingdoms will meet under one King without losing the distinctions that Scripture gives
them. A man’s soul and body function together without becoming the same substance.
Separate them completely and the man dies; confuse them completely and sound doctrine
dies. Biblical truth often requires keeping together what God joined while distinguishing
what God did not identify.

6. Israel Is Not the Church Wearing an Old Testament Costume



The kingdom of heaven announcement was initially directed to Israel because the earthly
Messianic kingdom belonged to Israel’s prophetic program. When Christ commissioned
the twelve in Matthew 10, He commanded, “Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into
any city of the Samaritans enter ye not.” Instead, they were to go “to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel” and preach, “The kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 10:5-7). That
commission cannot be the Church’s present commission unless the modern missionary is
prepared to avoid Gentiles, shun Samaritans, preach without Paul’s completed gospel
revelation, cleanse lepers, raise the dead, and travel without money. Christ later said, “l am
not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Matthew 15:24). His earthly
ministry confirmed the promises made unto the fathers, as Romans 15:8 explains. The
kingdom offer was not a generic invitation for civilization to become nicer. Israel’s King
stood before Israel offering the kingdom Israel’s prophets had promised.

The Church, by contrast, was a mystery not made known in other ages as it was later
revealed to the apostles and prophets by the Spirit. In Matthew 16:18 Christ said, “I will
build my church.” The tense was future. He did not say the Church had been marching
through the wilderness since Abraham, wearing different uniforms and borrowing Israel’s
mail. Ephesians 3:5-6 explains the mystery “that the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of
the same body,” while First Corinthians 12:13 states, “For by one Spirit are we all baptized
into one body.” That body is neither the restored kingdom of Israel nor the political kingdom
of heaven. Its members are spiritually joined to a heavenly Head during the present
dispensation. The Church has no earthly capital, no promised strip of Palestinian territory,
no Davidic throne, and no command to conquer the nations before Christ returns. Its
citizenship is in heaven, its calling is heavenly, and its hope is to be caught up to meet the
Lord in the air. Israel awaits restoration under her King; the Church awaits translation to her
Head.

Acts 1:6 demonstrates that the resurrection did not erase Israel’s kingdom hope. The
disciples asked Christ, “Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?” He
did not reply, “You carnal literalists have misunderstood everything; Israel has been
replaced by an international religious institution headquartered somewhere west of
Jerusalem.” He answered, “It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the
Father hath putin his own power” (Acts 1:7). Christ corrected their concern with the timing,
not their belief in the restoration. Romans 11 later warns Gentile believers against boasting
and declares that “blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles
be come in” (Romans 11:25). Blindness “in part” is not permanent rejection, and “until” is
not a synonym for forever. Israel has been temporarily set aside nationally while God calls
out the body of Christ, but “the gifts and calling of God are without repentance” (Romans
11:29). God has not shredded David’s covenant to provide stationery for the Church.



7. When the Kingdoms Are Confused, Every Doctrine Starts Losing Its Address

Once the kingdom of heaven is turned into the Church, the interpreter begins stealing
promises with both hands while leaving the curses in Israel’s mailbox. The land becomes
“spiritual blessing,” Jerusalem becomes “the Church,” David’s throne becomes “Christ’s
present influence,” and the thousand years of Revelation 20 become anything except a
thousand years. The method is wonderfully convenient: every promise becomes literal
when it benefits the theologian and figurative when it benefits Israel. Isaiah’s wolf and lamb
are reduced to difficult personalities attending the same congregation, swords beaten into
plowshares become international diplomacy, and Christ ruling with a rod of iron becomes
the gradual moral improvement of society. Meanwhile, two world wars, endless corruption,
religious apostasy, and streets full of rebellion are offered as evidence that Satan is bound
and the kingdom is advancing. If that is a bound devil, one hates to imagine what the
commentators think a loose one would accomplish. The newspaper does not interpret the
Bible, but it certainly exposes some interpretations as comedy.

Confusing the kingdoms also produces religious systems that substitute outward
membership for the new birth. If the kingdom of God is merely the visible church, then
entrance can be managed through water, sacraments, confirmation, institutional loyalty, or
submission to a priesthood. The sinner is registered without being regenerated, washed on
the outside while remaining dead within, and assured that heaven recognizes the
paperwork. But Christ did not tell Nicodemus to improve his standing in the synagogue. He
told him, “Ye must be born again” (John 3:7). Paul did not say that church affiliation was
righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. He located the kingdom’s present
character in the spiritual work of God. An institution can place a name on a roll; only the
Holy Ghost can place a believer into Christ. A preacher can lower a man beneath water;
only God can raise him from spiritual death. The kingdom of God cannot be inherited from
religious parents any more than musical ability can be inherited by sleeping inside a piano.

Finally, kingdom confusion persuades Christians that their mission is to manufacture
Christ’s reign through political domination, cultural reconstruction, or social improvement.
Believers should oppose evil, defend truth, help their neighbors, vote according to biblical
conviction, and occupy faithfully until Christ comes. But none of those duties establishes
the Millennium. The Church is an embassy in enemy territory, not the construction crew
hired to remodel Babylon into New Jerusalem. The gospel rescues men out of this present
evil world; it does not promise that enough rescued men will eventually vote the devil out of
office. Second Timothy 3:13 says, “But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse,”
while the professing church moves toward apostasy rather than universal conquest. Christ
will establish His kingdom by appearing in glory, defeating the Beast, judging the nations,



binding Satan, and sitting upon His throne. The Stone of Daniel 2 is not a voting bloc. The
Rider of Revelation 19 does not descend carrying a community-development proposal.

Conclusion

The controlling distinction is now plain. The kingdom of heaven emphasizes the visible,
earthly, Messianic government promised to Israel and established beneath the heavens. It
includes David’s throne, Jerusalem, restored Israel, governed nations, and the personal
reign of Jesus Christ over the earth. The kingdom of God emphasizes God’s spiritual
authority, divine life, righteousness, and power. It must be entered through the new birth
because flesh and blood cannot inherit it. The same Lord Jesus Christ is King over both,
and therefore the expressions sometimes overlap in parallel passages and will meet
gloriously during the Millennium. But occasional interchange does not destroy consistent
emphasis. The Bible is not confused because it shows two sides of one divine program. A
coin has two sides without becoming two coins, and possessing one coin does not
authorize a blind man to insist that both sides bear the same image. The Bible believer
accepts every verse, observes every context, and refuses to cure an apparent difficulty by
amputating half the truth.

This distinction protects the rest of Scripture. It leaves Israel in possession of the promises
God swore to Abraham and David. It leaves the Church as the spiritual body of Christ with a
heavenly calling and destiny. It leaves the new birth as an indispensable work of God rather
than an outward religious ceremony. It leaves the Tribulation in its proper prophetic setting
and the Millennium as a literal reign still awaiting the return of the King. Most importantly, it
leaves God honest. If words such as Israel, throne, land, Jerusalem, nations, earth, and
thousand years may all be dissolved whenever theology finds them inconvenient, then the
Bible has ceased to be revelation and become raw material for religious ventriloquists. A
God who promises Israel a kingdom and secretly means the Gentile Church is not
communicating; He is playing theological hide-and-seek with men’s souls. But “God is not
a man, that he should lie” (Numbers 23:19). What He promised, He will perform, and no
denominational committee has been appointed to revise the contract.

The King has already come once wearing a crown of thorns, and He will come again
wearing many crowns. At His first coming, men placed a reed in His hand and mocked His
royalty; at His second coming, He will hold a rod of iron and end their mockery. He now
receives sinners by grace, places them into His body, and rules within them through the
Holy Ghost. Soon He will remove His Church, resume His dealings with Israel, crush the
counterfeit kingdom of the Beast, and establish the throne promised by the prophets. Until
then, preach the gospel of the grace of God, call sinners to the new birth, keep Israel
distinct from the Church, and refuse to trade a literal Bible for a kingdom made of



theological smoke. Men may bury the difference beneath centuries of commentary, but
they cannot bury the King. When Jesus Christ returns, every false system will lose its pulpit,
every stolen promise will be returned to its address, and every kingdom beneath the
heavens will learn that the Book meant exactly what it said.

2 of 10: The Kingdom of Heaven and the Kingdom of God — A Throne in Jerusalem and a
Rule Written Within

Key Passage: Ezekiel 36:24-28

“For | will take you from among the heathen, and gather you out of all countries, and will
bring you into your own land. Then will | sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be
clean: from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will | cleanse you. A new heart also
will | give you, and a new spirit will | put within you: and | will take away the stony heart out
of your flesh, and | will give you an heart of flesh. And | will put my spirit within you, and
cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them. And ye
shall dwell in the land that | gave to your fathers; and ye shall be my people, and | will be
your God.”

Introduction

Long before John the Baptist stepped into the wilderness wearing camel’s hair and
announcing that the kingdom of heaven was at hand, the Old Testament had already drawn
the kingdom map in permanent ink. God had promised a land to Abraham, a sceptre to
Judah, a throne to David, a capital at Jerusalem, a restored nation, governed Gentile
kingdoms, and a righteous King whose dominion would extend to the ends of the earth.
Those promises were not hazy devotional metaphors waiting for a Gentile theologian to
rescue them from their plain meaning. Abraham understood land, David understood a
throne, Daniel understood kingdoms, and Zechariah understood Jerusalem. The prophets
did not sit beneath olive trees dreaming about an invisible religious influence floating
through church history. They looked for an actual King ruling an actual kingdom from an
actual city over actual nations. If words retain any meaning at all, then “the throne of
David” means the throne of David, “the land” means the land, “Jerusalem” means
Jerusalem, and “all the earth” means considerably more than the Sunday-school wing of a
denominational headquarters. God did not spend centuries making detailed promises
merely to reveal later that every noun was symbolic and every address had been changed.



Yet those same prophets understood that changing Israel’s circumstances without
changing Israel’s heart would only place the old rebellion in a new location. A sinner does
not become righteous because he moves into better real estate, and a nation does not
become holy merely because its flag flies above the right capital. Therefore, beside the
promises of a throne, land, temple, and kingdom, the Old Testament placed promises of
cleansing, forgiveness, a new heart, a new spirit, and the law of God written within.
Jeremiah spoke of a new covenant made “with the house of Israel, and with the house of
Judah” in which God would put His law “in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts”
(Jeremiah 31:31, 33). Ezekiel promised that God would remove the stony heart, give a heart
of flesh, and put His Spirit within His people. The visible government and the inward
transformation were always intended to meet under the Messiah. The kingdom of heaven
supplies the righteous throne; the kingdom of God supplies the righteousness without
which the subjects would remain rebels. God will not merely place a perfect King over
corrupt hearts. He will prepare a redeemed people to delight in the King He places over
them.

Ezekiel 36:24-28 destroys the modern habit of choosing between a literal restoration and a
spiritual blessing. God promises both, in the same passage, to the same people. He says, “I
will bring you into your own land,” and then, “A new heart also will | give you.” He says, “l will
put my spirit within you,” and then, “Ye shall dwell in the land that | gave to your fathers.”
The land does not evaporate when the Spirit enters the verse, and the spiritual cleansing
does not become unnecessary because the land remains literal. The theologian who
spiritualizes the land but literalizes the cleansing is not interpreting Scripture; he is picking
pockets. He takes Israel’s spiritual blessings, leaves Israel’s geographical promises behind,
and then congratulates himself for discovering grace. But God joined the outward
restoration and the inward renewal with repeated declarations of “l will.” The kingdom rests
upon what God will perform, not upon what religious systems can rearrange. A throne
without transformed subjects would preserve rebellion, while transformed subjects
without the promised throne would leave God’s covenants unfinished. The King will
accomplish both because half a fulfillment would make a whole promise false.

1. The Kingdom Pattern Began With Dominion, Not Denomination

The kingdom foundations begin in Genesis, not in Matthew. Genesis 1:26 records God’s
purpose for man: “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have
dominion.” Adam was placed upon a prepared earth beneath the authority of God and
given rule over the works of God’s hands. That arrangement contained the basic structure
of a kingdom: a sovereign God, a delegated ruler, a defined realm, subjects beneath that
ruler, and commandments governing his conduct. Adam’s authority was earthly and visible,



but it depended entirely upon inward submission to the word of God. The moment Adam
rejected God’s rule within, he forfeited his righteous exercise of dominion without. The first
kingdom crisis did not begin at a ballot box or on a battlefield. It began when a man listened
to a serpent and decided that his private judgment outranked the plain commandment of
God. Every crooked throne in history grew from that seed. Political rebellion is the public
fruit of spiritual rebellion, and the devil has been watering the tree ever since Eden.

Satan’s first attack joined these two forms of rebellion. He questioned God’s word—“Yea,
hath God said?”—because the surest way to overthrow God’s government is to loosen
man’s confidence in God’s speech. Eve considered the forbidden tree pleasant, desirable,
and intellectually promising, while Adam knowingly followed her into transgression. The
result was death within and disorder without. Man’s spirit died toward God, his soul
became alienated, his body began its march toward the grave, and the ground itself came
beneath a curse. Adam lost fellowship before he lost the garden, proving again that the
inward catastrophe preceded the outward eviction. Ever since then, men have tried to
repair the earth while refusing the God who owns it. Cain built a city while rejecting the
blood sacrifice. Nimrod organized a kingdom while defying heaven. Pharaoh constructed
national greatness upon slavery, and Nebuchadnezzar built Babylon while admiring his
own reflection. Fallen man is forever decorating the prison because he hates the Judge who
holds the key.

Nevertheless, Genesis also announced the coming King. God told the serpent, “And | will
put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall
bruise thy head” (Genesis 3:15). The promised Seed would enter the ruined creation, suffer
a wounded heel, and finally crush the serpent’s head. That prophecy contains both
redemption and conquest. Christ would deal with sin at the cross and with Satan’s visible
kingdom at His return. Calvary would provide the inward salvation of individual sinners; the
Second Advent would overthrow the outward rule of the usurper. The two works belong to
one victorious Person. The Lamb who shed His blood is the Lion who will seize the earth.
Christianity has often been willing to preach a harmless lamb suitable for stained-glass
windows while quietly locking the Lion in the prophetic basement. But God promised more
than consolation for dying men. He promised the destruction of the serpent and the
restoration of dominion beneath the last Adam. Eden was not God’s abandoned
experiment; it was the opening chapter of a kingdom program that ends with the rightful
King reigning.

2. Abraham Received Land, Seed, and a Promise God Cannot Repossess

When God called Abram, He began to narrow the kingdom promise through a chosen man
and a chosen nation. Genesis 12:1-3 contains the great covenant foundation: God would



make of Abram “a great nation,” bless him, make his name great, and bless “all families of
the earth” through him. The covenant involved more than Abraham’s personal salvation. It
included a national seed, a geographical inheritance, and a worldwide channel of blessing.
Genesis 13:15 states, “For all the land which thou seest, to thee will | give it, and to thy
seed for ever.” Genesis 17:7 calls God’s covenant “an everlasting covenant,” and verse 8
promises “all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession.” Those words are plain
enough to trouble any system built upon Israel’s permanent eviction. “For ever” becomes
an inconvenient expression when a theologian wants the Church to inherit the blessing
while Israel keeps the cemetery plot. But God did not lease the land to Abraham until
Gentile Christianity developed a more sophisticated creed. He gave it by covenant.

Genesis 15 makes the promise even more definite. God caused a deep sleep to fall upon
Abram and passed between the pieces of the sacrifice without requiring Abram to walk
through with Him. The covenant depended upon God'’s faithfulness rather than Abraham’s
performance. The boundaries were stated: “Unto thy seed have | given this land, from the
river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates” (Genesis 15:18). No amount of
spiritual imagination can turn the Euphrates into a church aisle or the river of Egyptinto a
baptismal font. God named geographical boundaries because He intended a geographical
possession. Israel’s later disobedience brought chastisement, dispersion, and temporary
dispossession, but it did not convert an unconditional covenant into a cancelled
subscription. Leviticus 26:44 says that even when Israel is in the land of her enemies, God
will not “cast them away” or “abhor them, to destroy them utterly, and to break my
covenant with them.” Discipline may delay enjoyment of a promise, but it cannot make God
perjure Himself.

The spiritual dimension was present even in Abraham’s story. Genesis 15:6 says, “And he
believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness.” Abraham received
righteousness by faith centuries before Sinai thundered and long before any religious
councilissued a catechism. He was not justified by possessing land, receiving
circumcision, or producing Isaac. The land promise was literal, but Abraham’s acceptance
before God rested upon faith. Romans 4 uses him as the great example of imputed
righteousness, showing that outward covenant privilege could never substitute for inward
faith. Thus, the Abrahamic program already contained both earthly promise and spiritual
principle. God would give the seed a land, but every saved individual still needed
righteousness from God. A deed to Canaan could not cleanse a conscience. Standing on
holy soil does not make unholy flesh acceptable. A sinner can die and go to hell from
Jerusalem as easily as from Babylon if he rejects the word of God. Geography can fulfill a
national promise; only grace can save a soul.



3. Judah Received the Sceptre, and David Received the Throne

The royal line became clearer when Jacob prophesied concerning Judah: “The sceptre shall
not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come” (Genesis
49:10). A sceptre is an instrument of royal authority, not a metaphor for a warm feeling
during a worship service. Shiloh would come from Judah, and “unto him shall the gathering
of the people be.” The kingdom promise was moving toward a particular tribe and a
particular Person. Balaam later prophesied, “There shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a
Sceptre shall rise out of Israel” (Numbers 24:17). The star and sceptre belong together
because the coming One would be both heavenly in origin and royal in authority. He would
not merely advise governments, improve cultures, or offer spiritual suggestions to
mankind. He would smite His enemies and rule. The promised Messiah was never intended
to remain an unemployed king with a title but no territory. God did not preserve Judah’s line
through centuries of war, captivity, and conspiracy so Christ could finally reign as an
invisible influence inside religious poetry.

The promise reached its covenant form in God’s dealings with David. Second Samuel 7:12—-
16 promised David a seed, a house, a kingdom, and a throne established forever. God said,
“And thine house and thy kingdom shall be established for ever before thee: thy throne
shall be established for ever.” Psalm 89 confirms the covenant with language strong enough
to break the teeth of replacement theology. God declares, “My covenant will | not break,
nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips” (Psalm 89:34). He then compares the
endurance of David’s seed and throne to the sun and moon. Israel’s kings could be
chastened, removed, and carried into captivity, but the covenant itself rested upon the
oath of God. The last faithful occupant of that throne would be David’s greater Son, Jesus
Christ. Human failure could interrupt the visible succession; it could not destroy the divine
promise. A throne temporarily vacant is not a throne permanently cancelled, any more than
an absent landlord means the tenant now owns the property.

The New Testament identifies Jesus Christ as that promised Davidic King. Matthew opens
with “Jesus Christ, the son of David,” while Gabriel tells Mary, “The Lord God shall give unto
him the throne of his father David” (Luke 1:32). That throne is not the Father’s throne in
heaven. Revelation 3:21 distinguishes them when Christ says, “l also overcame, and am
set down with my Father in his throne,” and then promises the overcomer a place with Him
“in my throne.” Christ now sits at the Father’s right hand; He will yet sit upon His own
throne as the Son of David. Peter preached that David knew God had sworn an oath “that of
the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne”
(Acts 2:30). The resurrection guarantees the King cannot be defeated by death and



therefore guarantees the covenant throne will be occupied. The empty tomb did not
spiritualize David’s throne. It produced an immortal King qualified to sit upon it forever.

4. Jerusalem Is God’s Chosen Capital, Not a Disposable Prop

God’s kingdom promises steadily concentrate upon Jerusalem. Psalm 132:13 says, “For
the LORD hath chosen Zion; he hath desired it for his habitation.” Psalm 48 calls it “the city
of the great King.” Jeremiah 3:17 promises, “At that time they shall call Jerusalem the throne
of the LORD; and all the nations shall be gathered unto it.” The city has been conquered,
burned, rebuilt, divided, fought over, and despised, yet it remains attached to God’s
prophetic purpose. Its history resembles a signpost riddled with bullets because every
devil traveling through time has tried to shoot down the directions. But destroying a signh
does not cancel the destination. Jerusalem matters because God placed His name there,
David established his throne there, Solomon built the temple there, Christ was crucified
and raised nearby, and the returning King will reign there. Heaven does not consult the
United Nations before selecting a capital.

Isaiah 2:2-4 describes the kingdom in unmistakable terms. “The mountain of the LORD’S
house shall be established in the top of the mountains,” and “all nations shall flow unto it.”
The law will go forth from Zion and “the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.” Christ will judge
among the nations, weapons will be converted into agricultural tools, and men will cease
learning war. This has never happened during the Church Age. Jerusalem has not become
the uncontested center of worldwide righteous government, and the nations have not
beaten their swords into plowshares. A preacher must possess more imagination than
eyesight to identify the present world with Isaiah’s prophecy. Churches send missionaries
into nations; the prophecy describes nations coming to Jerusalem. The Church preaches
grace while governments continue preparing for war; the prophecy describes the King
enforcing peace. Isaiah was not predicting a successful religious conference. He was
announcing a divine administration headquartered in Zion.

Zechariah 14 carries the same truth to the Second Advent. The Lord’s feet will “stand in that
day upon the mount of Olives,” Jerusalem will be transformed, and “the LORD shall be king
over all the earth” (Zechariah 14:4, 9). The nations that survive the judgment will go up
“from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the feast of
tabernacles” (Zechariah 14:16). Those details are too physical for the allegorist, so he
places them in a theological blender and serves the resulting mush as “spiritual truth.” But
Christ’s feet are real feet, the Mount of Olives is a real mountain, Jerusalem is a real city,
and the nations are real political entities. The prophecy does not become unspiritual
merely because itis literal. God created matter, land, bodies, mountains, and nations; He



is not embarrassed to use them. The man who thinks “spiritual” means “not real” has
learned his vocabulary from Greek philosophy, not the King James Bible.

5. Daniel’s Stone Will Crush the Kingdoms Men Keep Trying to Repair

Daniel 2 presents the course and conclusion of Gentile world dominion. Nebuchadnezzar
saw a great image composed of gold, silver, brass, iron, and iron mixed with clay. Each
section represented a kingdom, and the image displayed the downward course of human
government from costly unity to brittle division. Man’s political statue looks impressive
from a distance, but its feet are a mixture that cannot hold together. Then a stone “cut out
without hands” struck the image upon its feet, broke the entire structure to pieces, and
became “a great mountain, and filled the whole earth” (Daniel 2:34-35). The Stone is not
the Church gradually improving the image. It does not polish Babylon’s gold, disinfect
Greece’s brass, or teach Rome’s iron to behave compassionately. It hits the system,
destroys it, and replaces it. God’s kingdom does not grow out of the image; it arrives from
outside and brings the image to an end. Christ will not serve as the chaplain of human
empire. He will be its executioner.

Daniel’s interpretation removes every excuse for misunderstanding: “And in the days of
these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed”
(Daniel 2:44). This kingdom will not be left to other people, and it “shall break in pieces and
consume all these kingdoms.” The language describes supernatural intervention and
decisive judgment. Yet postmillennial dreamers and political reconstructionists behave as
though the Stone has applied for nonprofit status and needs monthly donations to keep
rolling. They propose to Christianize the image one election, school board, and cultural
program at a time. Faithful civic involvement has its place, but it is not Daniel 2. Painting
Bible verses on Nebuchadnezzar’s toes does not turn the image into the kingdom of God.
The best government fallen man can design still contains fallen men, and every human
kingdom eventually becomes another exhibit in history’s museum of broken promises. The
problem is not that mankind has lacked enough political plans. The problem is that every
plan leaves Adam sitting in the planning office.

Daniel 7 reveals the same transition from another angle. The Gentile kingdoms appear as
ravenous beasts until “one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven” and
received “dominion, and glory, and a kingdom” (Daniel 7:13-14). His dominion is
everlasting, and “all people, nations, and languages, should serve him.” The kingdom is
then given to “the people of the saints of the most High” (Daniel 7:27). Again, the kingdom
concerns dominion beneath heaven, nations, rulers, and universal service to the Son of
man. Christ used that title throughout His earthly ministry because He was Daniel’s
promised King. When He told the high priest that they would see “the Son of man sitting on



the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven” (Matthew 26:64), the high
priest understood the claim and tore his clothes. The modern scholar reads the same
words and tears the prophecy instead. But the beasts will fall, the Son of man will come,
and every government that rejected His authority will discover that prophecy was history
written before the battle.

6. The New Covenant Places the King’s Law Inside the Subject

The prophets did not limit the coming restoration to political arrangements. Moses had
already warned that Israel would be scattered for disobedience and later gathered by divine
mercy. Deuteronomy 30:3 promises that God will “return and gather thee from all the
nations,” while verse 6 declares, “And the LORD thy God will circumcise thine heart.”
Gathering and heart transformation appear together because God intends more than
returning unconverted rebels to ancestral soil. Jeremiah 31 develops the promise into the
new covenant: “I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts.” The
covenant is explicitly made “with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah,” not with
a vague spiritual collective that conveniently loses every Jewish noun before the verse
reaches the commentary. The Church presently receives spiritual blessings secured by the
blood of the new covenant, but the covenant’s stated national fulfillment belongs to
restored Israel. Sharing the blessing does not authorize stealing the birth certificate.

Ezekiel 36 supplies the full sequence. God gathers Israel “from among the heathen,” brings
the people “into your own land,” cleanses them from filthiness and idols, gives them a new
heart and spirit, places His Spirit within them, causes them to walk in His statutes, and
declares, “Ye shall dwell in the land that | gave to your fathers.” The passage is a doctrinal
wrecking ball against both materialistic Zionism and replacement theology. National
restoration without spiritual cleansing does not complete the prophecy, and spiritual
experience without restoration to the promised land does not complete it either. God
performs both. Modern unbelief may produce political movements, wars, treaties, and
partial returns, but only the Lord can cleanse the nation and cause it to walk in His ways.
Conversely, no amount of spiritualizing can erase the words “your own land” and “the land
that | gave to your fathers.” When God repeats the address twice, He is not asking the
expositor to forward the mail to Rome, Geneva, Canterbury, or Nashville.

The new heart is essential because the law written on stone exposed sin without removing
the sinful nature that resisted it. Romans 8:3 says the law was weak “through the flesh.”
The weakness was not in God’s commandments; it was in the material upon which they
operated. You may post a speed limit before a drunk driver, but the sign cannot sober him.
You may engrave “Thou shalt not covet” into granite, but the stone cannot reach inside a
covetous heart and remove its appetite. Under the new covenant, God will do inwardly



what outward legislation could never accomplish. He will put His Spirit within His people
and cause obedience to flow from transformed hearts. The kingdom of God’s spiritual
character will therefore operate within the people living under the kingdom of heaven’s
visible administration. Christ will not spend the Millennium dragging an entirely
unregenerate Israel behind Him like a stubborn mule. He will rule a redeemed nation whose
heart has been turned toward its King.

7.The Throne and the Heart Will Meet Beneath One King

Ezekiel 37 joins national restoration, spiritual life, territorial possession, and Davidic
government in one prophetic panorama. The valley of dry bones pictures “the whole house
of Israel,” not the Church scattered across a dispensational cemetery. God opens their
graves, brings them into the land of Israel, and puts His Spirit in them. The chapter then
presents the two sticks of Judah and Joseph becoming one nation. God says, “And David
my servant shall be king over them; and they all shall have one shepherd” (Ezekiel 37:24).
He promises that they will dwell in the land given to Jacob, walk in His judgments, and
possess an everlasting covenant of peace. The sanctuary will stand in their midst, and the
heathen will know that the Lord sanctifies Israel. Every major element appears together:
resurrection imagery, regathering, reunion, land, Spirit, covenant, sanctuary, and King. The
passage does not leave room for a fulfillment consisting merely of Gentiles enjoying
spiritual fellowship in a local church.

The “David” of Ezekiel’s prophecy points to the Davidic ruler fulfilled in Jesus Christ, the
Son of David and Israel’s one Shepherd. Hosea 3:5 says, “Afterward shall the children of
Israel return, and seek the LORD their God, and David their king; and shall fear the LORD
and his goodness in the latter days.” Zechariah 12:10 describes the spiritual turning point
when God pours upon the house of David and Jerusalem “the spirit of grace and of
supplications,” and “they shall look upon me whom they have pierced.” Israel’s conversion
will occur when the rejected Messiah is recognized as the wounded Lord. The same nation
that once cried, “Away with him,” will mourn for Him “as one mourneth for his only son.”
Romans 11:26 then declares, “And so all Israel shall be saved.” The kingdom will not be
established because Israel finally develops superior diplomacy. It will be established
because the Deliverer comes out of Zion and turns ungodliness away from Jacob.

When Christ reigns, the throne in Jerusalem and the rule written within will no longer
appear as separate promises awaiting fulfillment. The visible King will govern a spiritually
renewed nation, and the redeemed nation will become the earthly center through which
blessing reaches the Gentiles. Isaiah 11:9 says, “The earth shall be full of the knowledge of
the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.” Jeremiah 23:5 promises that the righteous Branch
will “reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth.” The kingdom



of heaven will possess the moral character of the kingdom of God because the ruler of both
is Jesus Christ. The outward and inward will agree: righteous laws from a righteous throne
governing people whose hearts have been touched by divine grace. Fallen governments
manufacture laws their citizens hate and citizens their laws cannot cure. Christ will
transform the people and establish the government. Man keeps changing systems while
preserving sinners; God changes sinners and then installs His Son.

Conclusion

The Old Testament kingdom program is neither exclusively political nor vaguely spiritual. It
contains a literal land, literal nation, literal capital, literal throne, literal King, and literal
dominion over the nations. It also contains cleansing from sin, forgiveness of iniquity, a
circumcised heart, a new spirit, God’s law written within, and the indwelling Spirit
producing obedience. These two lines run through Abraham, Judah, David, Isaiah,
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, and Zechariah until they meet in Jesus Christ. The
kingdom of heaven emphasizes the outward, earthly administration of that Messianic reign;
the kingdom of God emphasizes the spiritual authority and righteousness of God operating
within His subjects. The distinction is real, but the separation is not eternal. Under Christ,
the throne and the heart will agree. Government will no longer be a contest between
polished sinners, and religion will no longer be an outward performance concealing an
inward graveyard. The King will be righteous, His law will be righteous, and His redeemed
people will delight in His rule.

This truth leaves no room for covenant theft. The Church has received unsearchable riches
in Christ, but spiritual wealth does not require stealing Israel’s house keys. A believer does
not become richer by making God dishonest toward somebody else. Romans 11 warns the
Gentile branches, “Boast not against the branches” (Romans 11:18), yet much of church
history has built entire theological systems out of exactly that boast. Israel stumbled,
therefore the Gentile concluded that God had permanently transferred the covenants,
land, throne, and kingdom to him. Paul answers that arrogance with a warning: “Be not
highminded, but fear” (Romans 11:20). The Church is the body and bride of Christ with a
heavenly destiny beyond anything Israel was promised. It does not need David’s throne to
improve its position. Only an insecure heir breaks into another room and steals furniture
already assigned to somebody else. Right division lets Israel keep her promises and the
Church enjoy its own without forcing either one to live under a forged identity.

The throne in Jerusalem will stand because God swore it. The law will be written within
because God promised it. Israel will be gathered because God scattered her, cleansed
because God confronts her sin, and restored because His covenant cannot fail. Jesus
Christ will return because the world cannot be repaired in His absence, and He will reign



because no rival possesses a legitimate claim to the earth. Men have tried monarchy,
democracy, empire, socialism, communism, globalism, and every other political medicine
sold from the devil’s traveling wagon. The bottles change labels, but Adam’s poison
remains inside. God’s answer is not another experiment conducted by fallen men. His
answer is the perfect Man upon the promised throne, ruling a restored earth according to
the word of God. A throne without inward righteousness would be another temporary
government; inward righteousness without the promised throne would leave prophecy
unfinished. Christ will provide both, and when He does, every sceptre will bow, every
counterfeit crown will fall, and Jerusalem will finally behold the King for whom it was
chosen.

3 of 10: The Kingdom of Heaven and the Kingdom of God — The Wilderness Herald Who
Announced an Approaching Throne

Key Passage: Matthew 3:1-3

“In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea, And saying,
Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. For this is he that was spoken of by the
prophet Esaias, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the
Lord, make his paths straight.”

Introduction

For approximately four hundred years, the prophetic voice had been silent in Israel. No
Isaiah thundered before kings, no Jeremiah wept over Jerusalem, no Ezekiel saw the
heavens opened, and no Malachi stepped forward with another “Thus saith the LORD.” The
scribes continued copying manuscripts, the priests continued offering sacrifices, the
Pharisees multiplied traditions, and the religious machinery kept grinding like an empty
millstone, but no fresh prophet stood among the people with fire in his bones. Then the
silence broke—not in a marble hall, not in the temple court, and not at a banquet attended
by Jerusalem’s theological dignitaries. It broke in the wilderness of Judaea through a man
wearing camel’s hair and eating locusts and wild honey. John the Baptist arrived without a
committee’s approval, a rabbinical endorsement, or a public-relations department. He did
not test his message with a focus group or sand down its edges for the synagogue crowd.
He opened his mouth and struck the nation with a command: “Repent ye: for the kingdom
of heaven is at hand.” Organized religion had polished its brass for four centuries, and God
answered by sending a wilderness preacher to announce that the King was approaching.



When heaven has something to say, it does not ask permission from men who make a living
keeping heaven quiet.

John did not announce a vague kingdom of kindness, an invisible improvement in social
attitudes, or a gradual religious evolution through which mankind would eventually become
civilized enough for God to applaud. “The kingdom of heaven is at hand” meant that Israel’s
promised Messianic reign had drawn near because Israel’s promised Messiah was present.
David’s Son had entered the world, the King of the Jews had been born, and the One
entitled to David’s throne was about to be manifested publicly to the covenant nation. The
kingdom was “at hand” because the King was at hand. John was not telling Rome to
improve its tax policies or urging the Pharisees to launch a neighborhood beautification
program. He was commanding Israel to prepare for the arrival of her King. The nation
possessed the covenants, the law, the temple, the priesthood, and the prophetic promises,
but possession of religious privileges did not equal readiness for the Messiah. A man may
own a Bible and still hate the God who wrote it; Israel could possess the temple and still be
unprepared for the Lord whose glory had once filled it. Religious furniture cannot make a
rebel ready for a righteous throne.

John stood at the meeting point of prophecy and fulfillment, law and promise, warning and
invitation, kingdom and cross. He was the final great herald of the Old Testament prophetic
order, yet his finger pointed directly toward the Lamb of God. His ministry looked backward
to Isaiah and Malachi while looking forward to Jesus Christ. He announced the nearness of
the throne, exposed the corruption of Israel’s leaders, baptized repentant Israelites,
warned of approaching wrath, and identified the sacrificial Lamb who would take away the
sin of the world. Everything about his ministry was transitional, Jewish, prophetic, and
urgent. That setting must be respected before anyone starts tearing phrases out of Matthew
3 and mailing them indiscriminately to the Church. John was not a Baptist pastor
conducting a revival beneath a canvas tent, and the multitudes entering Jordan were not
joining a New Testament local church. Calvary had not yet occurred, the blood had not yet
been shed, Christ had not yet risen, and Paul’s gospel had not yet been committed to the
apostle of the Gentiles. A verse without its setting is a loaded gun in the hands of a
theological child, and church history is crowded with casualties.

1. Isaiah Heard the Voice Before Israel Heard the Man

Matthew identifies John as “he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias.” Isaiah 40:3 had
declared, “The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.” Seven centuries before John opened his
mouth, the Holy Ghost had described his location, his activity, and his message. John was
not a religious accident produced by unrest in Judaea. He was a prophetic appointment



placed on God’s calendar before Rome possessed an empire and before the Pharisees
possessed a tradition. Isaiah called him “the voice,” which was appropriate because John’s
importance did not lie in personal display. A voice exists to carry words, and John existed to
carry the word of God to Israel. He did not build a ministry around his personality,
childhood memories, emotional struggles, or five-step plan for discovering personal
significance. Modern religion turns the messenger into the merchandise; John was content
to be the noise that announced Somebody greater. The true preacher does not stand
between men and Christ like a religious celebrity blocking the view. He points past himself
and says, “Behold.”

Isaiah’s command was, “Prepare ye the way of the LORD.” In the ancient world, roads were
prepared for the arrival of a king. Obstacles were removed, low places were filled, rough
places were leveled, and a clear highway was made for the royal procession. John’s work
was spiritual and national road construction. Israel’s path was blocked with Pharisaical
pride, Sadducean unbelief, priestly corruption, concealed sin, empty ceremony, and
confidence in physical descent from Abraham. John did not prepare the way by flattering
those obstacles. He struck them with repentance. Luke 3:5 expands Isaiah’s prophecy:
“Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be brought low; and the
crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways shall be made smooth.” Proud
mountains had to come down, crooked conduct had to be straightened, and rough
rebellion had to be confronted because the King was not arriving to negotiate with sin.
Repentance is the bulldozer God drives through the landscaped estate of self-
righteousness. It does not trim the hedges around rebellion; it tears up the roadblock.

Isaiah also revealed the identity of the One for whom John prepared the way. Isaiah 40:9
cries, “Say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your God!” and verse 10 declares, “Behold, the
Lord GOD will come with strong hand, and his arm shall rule for him.” John’s voice prepared
the way for Jehovah, and the One who appeared after John was Jesus Christ. The passage is
a plain declaration of Christ’s deity hidden in full view from every cult that treats the Bible
like a bargain bin from which unwanted verses may be discarded. John was not merely
preceding a moral instructor, social reformer, or junior deity. He was preparing Israel for
“the LORD” and “our God.” When John later saw Jesus and cried, “Behold the Lamb of
God,” he was identifying the incarnate Lord whose road Isaiah had commanded him to
prepare. The wilderness herald stood before Israel with one arm reaching backward into
prophecy and one finger pointing forward to Christ. The voice did not create the King,
improve the King, authorize the King, or lend the King credibility. It announced that the King
whom Scripture had promised was already walking toward the nation.

2. Malachi Promised a Messenger With Elijah’s Fire



The Old Testament closed with the promise of a coming messenger. Malachi 3:1 says,
“Behold, | will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me.” The Lord
would suddenly come to His temple, but a messenger would first clear the road before
Him. Malachi 4:5 added, “Behold, | will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of
the great and dreadful day of the LORD.” John’s appearance therefore carried an
unmistakable Elijah-like character. He confronted rulers, lived apart from society’s
luxuries, wore a rough garment, preached judgment, and refused to bow before religious
respectability. Luke 1:17 explains that John would go before the Lord “in the spirit and
power of Elias.” He was not Elijah reincarnated, for Scripture teaches no such pagan
foolishness, and John plainly answered, “| am not,” when asked whether he was literally
Elias (John 1:21). He came in Elijah’s prophetic spirit and power, occupying the promised
office in connection with Israel’s possible reception of the King. The man was John; the
ministry carried Elijah’s stamp.

Christ explained this conditional relationship in Matthew 11:14: “And if ye will receive it,
this is Elias, which was for to come.” That statement is not confusion; it is kingdom
contingency operating within divine foreknowledge. John possessed the promised office
and came in the prescribed spirit, but Israel’s reception of his ministry was connected with
her reception of the King. God knew the nation would reject Christ, yet the presentation
was no theatrical prop. Divine foreknowledge does not convert a genuine offer into a
dishonest performance. God knew Adam would fall, but the command in Eden remained
sincere. Christ knew Judas would betray Him, but Judas remained guilty. The Lord knew
Jerusalem would reject the kingdom, but the kingdom could still be truthfully announced
as “at hand.” Theology gets into trouble when it imagines that God must become ignorant
before man can become responsible. God can know the end from the beginning without
turning history into a puppet show or Israel’s rejection into a staged accident.

John’s Elijah-like ministry also placed him in direct conflict with corrupt authority. Elijah
confronted Ahab and Jezebel; John confronted Herod for taking his brother Philip’s wife.
Mark 6:18 records John’s message to the ruler: “It is not lawful for thee to have thy brother’s
wife.” John did not soften the statement because Herod occupied a palace, controlled a
prison, and could remove a prophet’s head. He did not describe adultery as an
unconventional relationship or request a listening session to explore Herod’s emotional
truth. He said, “It is not lawful.” The prophet who announces a righteous King must preach
arighteous standard. A messenger who trembles before Herod is unfit to prepare the way
for Christ. John eventually lost his head, but Herod lost considerably more. A preacher can
enter eternity without his head and still receive a crown; a king can keep his head until
death and wake up without his kingdom. Truth does not become false because the man



who speaks itis imprisoned, and wickedness does not become lawful because the man
committing it owns the prison.

3. The Wilderness Exposed What the Temple Concealed

John’s pulpit was the wilderness, his clothing was camel’s hair, his food was locusts and
wild honey, and his congregation had to leave Jerusalem to hear him. Matthew 3:4 records
that “the same John had his raiment of camel’s hair, and a leathern girdle about his loins.”
His appearance connected him with the old prophets, especially Elijah, who was described
as “an hairy man, and girt with a girdle of leather about his loins” (2 Kings 1:8). Nothing
about John advertised comfort, refinement, advancement, or acceptance by the religious
establishment. His wilderness separation was itself a sermon against Jerusalem’s
corruption. The priesthood had the temple, the scribes had the manuscripts, and the
Pharisees had the public reputation, but “the word of God came unto John the son of
Zacharias in the wilderness” (Luke 3:2). God bypassed the religious switchboard because
the operators had been disconnecting His calls for generations. When the temple crowd
becomes deaf, God can make a wilderness louder than a cathedral.

The wilderness also pictured Israel’s actual spiritual condition. The nation could point to its
temple and boast of its traditions, but before God it was dry, barren, and unprepared. The
living voice therefore sounded in the place that matched the condition of the people’s
hearts. Religion loves polished sanctuaries because polished surroundings help disguise
dead souls. John removed the disguise. There were no carved pillars behind him, no priestly
robes to impress the crowd, no incense to cover the smell of hypocrisy, and no orchestra to
swell beneath the invitation. The hearer stood beneath the open heaven with a prophet’s
finger aimed at his conscience. “Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and all
the region round about Jordan” (Matthew 3:5). The crowd came because spiritual hunger
will walk into a wilderness for bread, while religious boredom can sleep through another
ceremony performed ten feet away. God has often placed His strongest voices outside the
camp because too many salaries inside the camp depend upon silence.

John’s separation did not make him an antisocial eccentric performing rebellion for its own
sake. He was separated unto a divine commission. There is a difference between a prophet
standing outside a corrupt system because God sent him and a crank standing alone
because nobody can tolerate him. John had Scripture behind him, the Holy Ghost upon
him, the marks of prophecy around him, and the incarnate Christ before him. His ministry
produced confession, repentance, expectation, and public identification with God’s
message. He did not retreat into the wilderness to avoid men; he preached there until men
came out to face the truth. Separation that never speaks is merely isolation, and preaching
that never separates eventually becomes advertising. John possessed both. He stood apart



from the machinery and then turned toward it with a message sharp enough to strip the
paint from its religious signboards. He had no interest in being peculiar for the sake of
peculiarity; he was different because the truth he carried could not be fitted into
Jerusalem’s comfortable routine.

4. “Repent Ye” Was Israel’s Summons Before the Throne

John’s first recorded command in Matthew is “Repent.” Repentance is a change of mind
that produces a changed direction when it is genuine. Israel had to change its mind about
sin, self-righteousness, religious pedigree, and the approaching Messiah. The nation
expected deliverance from Rome while ignoring its rebellion against God. It wanted Caesar
removed from the throne without removing covetousness, hypocrisy, and unbelief from the
heart. John preached that the real obstacle to the kingdom was not first the Roman eagle
flying over Jerusalem; it was sin ruling inside Israel. A nation may blame foreign enemies,
corrupt politicians, economic pressures, and cultural decay, but God begins His
indictment closer to home. Rome’s chains were visible, yet Israel’s pride was the heavier
bondage. John did not preach, “Reorganize Rome.” He preached, “Repent ye.” God’s
kingdom does not begin by rearranging the furniture in a rebel’s house. It begins by
confronting the rebel who claims the house belongs to him.

John’s preaching demanded visible fruit. Matthew 3:6 says the people were “baptized of
him in Jordan, confessing their sins.” Luke 3 records different groups asking, “What shall we
do then?” John told those with abundance to share with the needy, publicans to collect no
more than appointed, and soldiers to avoid violence, false accusation, and discontentment
with their wages. Those actions did not purchase salvation; they demonstrated that
professed repentance was more than religious noise. John demanded, “Bring forth
therefore fruits worthy of repentance” (Luke 3:8). A change of mind that never disturbs
conduct is usually a change of vocabulary rather than a change of heart. The Pharisee
could speak solemnly about repentance while keeping both hands wrapped around the sin
that made repentance necessary. John would not count tears, robes, ancestry, ceremony,
or public interest as fruit. God does not inspect the label pasted on the tree. He inspects
what grows from its branches. A profession without corresponding fruit is merely a dead
tree wearing a religious nametag.

John’s call possessed a national and dispensational setting that must not be ignored. He
addressed covenant Israel as the prophetic kingdom drew near. His message was not
Paul’s later gospel summarized in First Corinthians 15:3-4: “that Christ died for our sins
according to the scriptures,” was buried, and rose again the third day. John could not
preach as completed historical facts a death, burial, and resurrection that had not yet
occurred. He was preparing Israel to receive her Messiah and commanding individuals



within the nation to respond sincerely. The spiritual necessity of repentance remains, but
the kingdom announcement must not be lifted from its setting and advertised as though
the Church today is still waiting for David’s throne to be offered. Paul preached
“repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 20:21), but he
preached in the light of the finished cross and the revealed gospel of grace. Noah and Paul
both believed God, but only a confused carpenter tries to build an ark from Romans.

5. Jordan’s Water Marked a People Preparing for Their King

John’s baptism belonged to his prophetic ministry toward Israel. John 1:31 states its
purpose plainly: “And | knew him not: but that he should be made manifest to Israel,
therefore am | come baptizing with water.” John did not say he came to organize the body of
Christ, establish a chain of local churches, or place Church-Age believers into a
congregation. His water ministry was connected with manifesting the Messiah “to Israel.”
Those who received John’s message entered Jordan confessing their sins and publicly
identifying themselves with the call to prepare for the approaching King. The location itself
carried historical weight. Israel had crossed Jordan under Joshua when entering the
promised land; now repentant Israelites entered Jordan as the greater Joshua prepared to
appear. The water did not regenerate their dead spirits. It marked their response to a
divinely appointed summons. The river served as a public witness, not a chemical
substitute for the blood of Christ. Water can testify to repentance, but it cannot
manufacture life.

Mark 1:4 calls John’s ministry “the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins,”
language that sacramental systems seize as though forgiveness were dissolved in Jordan’s
water. But water never possessed power to wash guilt from a soul. Hebrews 9:22 declares,
“Without shedding of blood is no remission.” John’s baptism operated within Israel’s
kingdom preparation, where confession and submission to God’s messenger
demonstrated repentance in view of the coming Messiah. The remission stood in relation to
the divine provision toward which John’s entire ministry pointed—the Lamb of God. A man
who entered Jordan while refusing the coming Christ would emerge wet and condemned.
Water can remove dirt from flesh, but it cannot reach the record written before God. If
salvation could be pumped through a baptistery, Calvary was a needless expenditure of
divine blood. The water testified; the Lamb atoned. The ordinance pointed forward; the
cross paid in full.

Acts 19 proves that John’s baptism was not the complete New Testament position for the
Church. Paul encountered disciples at Ephesus who knew only “John’s baptism.” He
explained, “John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people,
that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus” (Acts



19:4). After hearing this, they were baptized “in the name of the Lord Jesus.” The passage
distinguishes John’s forward-looking baptism from later identification with the crucified
and risen Christ. John pointed toward One who was coming after him; Paul preached the
One who had come, died, risen, ascended, and revealed the mystery of the body. The Bible
advances historically, and doctrine must follow the revelation God gives. A road sign
pointing toward a bridge is useful before the traveler reaches it, but only a fool parks
beneath the sign after the bridge has been completed and claims he has crossed the river.
John’s baptism was ordained by God, but it was never meant to replace the finished work
toward which it pointed.

6. “At Hand” Meant the King and Kingdom Were Genuinely Near

“The kingdom of heaven is at hand” did not mean the kingdom was merely an invisible
attitude inside John’s hearers, nor did it mean nothing prophetic could have followed
Israel’s repentance. The expression announced genuine nearness. Jesus Christ, the legal
heir to David’s throne, stood ready to be manifested to Israel. Matthew had already
established His royal credentials through His genealogy, virgin birth, prophetic fulfillment,
birth at Bethlehem, and the arrival of wise men seeking “he that is born King of the Jews”
(Matthew 2:2). John then prepared the nation for the King’s public appearance. When Christ
began preaching, He repeated John’s announcement: “Repent: for the kingdom of heaven
is at hand” (Matthew 4:17). He sent the twelve to “the lost sheep of the house of Israel,”
commanding them to preach, “The kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 10:6-7). The
repeated announcement was not a theological mirage placed before Israel so God could
condemn the nation for failing to receive something never truthfully presented.

Christ’s miracles supplied the credentials of the approaching kingdom. Isaiah had
prophesied that blind eyes would be opened, deaf ears unstopped, the lame man would
leap, and the tongue of the dumb would sing. When John later sent disciples to ask
whether Jesus was the Coming One, Christ replied, “The blind receive their sight, and the
lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up” (Matthew
11:5). The answer was written in prophetic signs. The King was displaying the powers
associated with His promised reign. He overruled disease, death, devils, storms, hunger,
and the curse because His kingdom would ultimately bring every enemy beneath His feet.
The miracles were not circus advertisements performed to entertain a sensation-hungry
crowd. They were royal credentials. Every opened eye was a window into Isaiah’s kingdom,
every cleansed leper declared that the curse had met its Master, and every fleeing devil
received advance notice that the usurper’s lease was headed toward expiration.

Israel’s rejection did not prove that the announcement was false; it revealed the guilt of the
nation that refused its King. Matthew 11:12 says, “The kingdom of heaven suffereth



violence, and the violent take it by force.” Opposition intensified as religious leaders
resisted both the herald and the Christ he announced. John was imprisoned, Christ was
accused of working through Beelzebub, and the rulers finally delivered their Messiah to
Rome. Yet God’s foreknowledge and redemptive plan remained sovereign throughout the
rejection. The cross was not an emergency repair after the kingdom program surprised
heaven. Acts 2:23 declares that Christ was delivered “by the determinate counsel and
foreknowledge of God,” while those who crucified Him acted with “wicked hands.” God
could sincerely present the King, permit Israel’s responsible rejection, accomplish
redemption through that rejection, and postpone the visible kingdom until the appointed
return. God’s wisdom does not become dishonest merely because itis deep enough to use
human rebellion without becoming its author.

7. The Axe, the Fan, the Fire, and the Lamb Completed John’s Witness

John’s kingdom announcement carried a severe warning because the arrival of a righteous
King means judgment upon unrighteousness. When the Pharisees and Sadducees came to
his baptism, John did not reserve them front-row seats and thank them for lending
respectability to his campaign. He said, “O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to
flee from the wrath to come?” (Matthew 3:7). The Pharisees represented religious
traditionalism, the Sadducees represented religious rationalism, and John placed both
groups in the same snake pit. One added human tradition to Scripture, while the other
subtracted supernatural truth from Scripture, but both resisted the God of Scripture.
Conservative hypocrisy and liberal unbelief wear different robes, yet both show the same
fangs when the word of God threatens their authority. John did not confuse impressive
attendance with genuine repentance. A viper in a baptismal line remains a viper unless
God changes its nature, and wet scales do not make it a sheep.

John then struck their confidence in Abrahamic descent. “Think not to say within
yourselves, We have Abraham to our father,” he warned, “for | say unto you, that God is able
of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham” (Matthew 3:9). Physical descent gave
Israel covenant privilege, but it did not guarantee an individual’s spiritual acceptance or
exemption from judgment. Romans 9:6 later states, “For they are not all Israel, which are of
Israel.” God remained faithful to His national promises while judging unbelieving
individuals within the nation. The Pharisees treated Abraham’s name like a fireproof coat
they could throw over an unrepentant heart. John tore it away. “And now also the axe is laid
unto the root of the trees,” he declared in Matthew 3:10. The issue was not a broken branch
needing cosmetic trimming; the axe stood at the root. Fruitless profession would be cut
down and cast into the fire. Pedigree could identify the orchard, but it could not save a
dead tree.



John said Christ would baptize “with the Holy Ghost, and with fire,” then immediately
explained the two outcomes through wheat and chaff. Christ would gather the wheat into
His garner, “but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire” (Matthew 3:12). The
baptism with fire is not an enjoyable religious thrill for which believers should beg at an
altar. In the context, fire burns fruitless trees and consumes chaff. The Holy Ghost is
blessing; the fire is judgment. One gathers the repentant; the other destroys the rebel. Yet
beside the axe, fan, and fire stood the Lamb. John 1:29 records his crowning witness:
“Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” The King who would
judge Israel first came as the sacrifice who could save her. John announced both the throne
and the altar because Jesus Christ is both Lion and Lamb. Grace does not cancel
judgment; it provides the only refuge from it.

Conclusion

John the Baptist cannot be understood by removing him from Israel’s prophetic program
and dropping him into the Church Age like a misplaced bookmark. He was the voice
promised by Isaiah, the messenger foretold by Malachi, the Elijah-like herald who prepared
the way of the Lord, and the divinely appointed baptizer through whom Christ would be
manifested to Israel. His location, clothing, message, baptism, warnings, and audience all
belonged to the approaching kingdom program. “Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand” was a national summons because the Son of David had arrived. John did not preach
the complete Pauline gospel before its historical foundation existed, and he did not
organize the body of Christ before the mystery was revealed. He stood on the border
between promise and manifestation, sounding the last trumpet of the prophetic order
before the King stepped into public view. The man who ignores that setting does not make
John more relevant; he makes the Bible less intelligible.

Nevertheless, John’s dispensational setting does not make his preaching harmless to the
modern religious man. His message still tears the mask from inherited religion, empty
profession, ceremonial confidence, and respectable hypocrisy. The Pharisee wanted
Abraham’s reputation without Abraham’s faith, baptism without repentance, the kingdom
without the King, and deliverance without confession. His descendants are still plentiful.
They possess church membership, family tradition, ministerial credentials, religious
vocabulary, and enough outward morality to impress one another, yet they have never
bowed before Jesus Christ. John’s axe still exposes the root of that fraud. God has no
grandchildren, denominational water cannot wash away sin, and another man’s faith
cannot be inherited like a family farm. A religious pedigree may earn a seat in the
synagogue, but it cannot purchase standing before God. Heaven does not recognize a
family name as a substitute for the new birth.



The wilderness herald ultimately left Israel facing Jesus Christ. John refused to build a
kingdom around himself, saying, “He must increase, but | must decrease” (John 3:30). That
is the final measure of every true ministry. John’s work succeeded when men stopped
looking at John and beheld the Lamb. He announced a throne because Christ is King,
warned of fire because Christ is Judge, and pointed to the Lamb because Christ is Saviour.
Israel rejected the herald, refused the King, and postponed the visible kingdom, but God
did not cancel His promise. The King who once stood among them unrecognized will return
in power and great glory. The axe will fall, the fan will purge the floor, the chaff will burn, and
the throne of David will be occupied by its rightful Heir. John’s voice has long been silent on
earth, but the kingdom he announced has not been abandoned. Men buried the prophet,
theologians buried the distinction, and Israel’s rulers tried to bury the King—but the grave
could not hold the King, and no commentary can hold back His kingdom.

4 of 10: The Kingdom of Heaven and the Kingdom of God — The Crown Israel Refused
Before the Cross Rome Raised

Key Passage: Matthew 4:17, 23-24

“From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand.... And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the
gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease
among the people. And his fame went throughout all Syria: and they brought unto him all
sick people that were taken with divers diseases and torments, and those which were
possessed with devils, and those which were lunatick, and those that had the palsy; and he
healed them.”

Introduction

Jesus Christ did not appear in Israel as a wandering philosopher looking for a quiet hillside
upon which to discuss the brotherhood of man. He came as “the son of David, the son of
Abraham” (Matthew 1:1), the promised Seed, the rightful Heir, and the King whose throne
had been secured by the oath of God. His arrival was not a religious accident occurring
somewhere between the testaments. Every covenant pointed toward Him, every sacrifice
cast His shadow, every prophet cleared a stone from His road, and every royal promise
waited for His feet to enter the land. When He began preaching, He did not announce that
mankind had finally become enlightened enough to improve itself. He said, “Repent: for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” The throne promised to David had drawn near because
David’s Son was standing among David’s people. The tragedy of the Gospels is not that



Israel lacked evidence. The evidence walked through her villages, taught in her synagogues,
healed her sick, cleansed her lepers, raised her dead, commanded her storms, and cast
devils out of her tormented children. Israel did not lose the crown in a dark room. She
refused it at high noon.

The miracles of Jesus Christ were not religious stage tricks performed to build a crowd or
secure donations from gullible spectators. They were the credentials of the Messianic King
and demonstrations of the powers belonging to the coming age. Isaiah had promised that
when God came, blind eyes would open, deaf ears would hear, the lame man would leap,
and the tongue of the dumb would sing. Therefore, when Christ healed “all manner of
sickness and all manner of disease,” He was not merely showing compassion to suffering
individuals, though His compassion was real. He was exhibiting the authority of the King
over the curse. Every healed body was a small rebellion against Adam’s ruin, every expelled
devil was advance notice to Satan, and every conquered disease was a window opened
toward the kingdom. The Pharisees could read prophetic manuscripts while Christ fulfilled
them in the street, proving that a man may possess the correct text and still be spiritually
blind enough to argue with its Author. Their problem was not insufficient evidence. Their
problem was that the evidence threatened their chairs.

The kingdom offer must be treated as genuine without turning the cross into God’s
emergency plan. The Lord knew Israel would reject her Messiah, and the crucifixion stood
within “the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God” (Acts 2:23). Yet divine
foreknowledge did not make Christ’s presentation dishonest or Israel’s decision imaginary.
God can offer what men are responsible to receive while knowing perfectly what their
wicked hearts will choose. Christ came “unto his own,” and “his own received him not”
(John 1:11). The rejection belonged to Israel; the redemptive triumph belonged to God. The
cross did not prove that the crown was counterfeit. It proved how deeply the nation hated
the King who offered it. Israel’s rulers preferred Caesar’s arrangement, Rome’s political
shelter, and their own religious influence to the righteous government of Jesus Christ. Men
will endure an iron boot upon the neck if the boot allows them to keep a padded chair
beneath their backside.

1. The King Arrived Carrying Credentials Written by the Prophets

Matthew opens the royal presentation with a genealogy. “The book of the generation of
Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham” establishes Christ’s relation to the
throne, the nation, and the covenants before the account records a single sermon or
miracle. David supplied the royal line; Abraham supplied the national foundation. The
genealogy proceeds through Judah and the kings of Israel until it reaches Joseph, the legal
husband of Mary, establishing Christ’s legal claim without making Joseph His physical



father. The virgin birth then preserves both His deity and sinlessness. Isaiah 7:14 had
promised, “Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name
Immanuel.” Matthew interprets the name: “God with us” (Matthew 1:23). Israel’s King was
not merely another fallen son of Adam trying to govern fallen sons of Adam. God Himself
had entered the nation through the womb of a virgin. The King did not ascend from the
population by election; He descended from heaven by incarnation.

His birthplace carried another prophetic seal. Micah 5:2 had named Bethlehem Ephratah
as the town from which Israel’s Ruler would come, one “whose goings forth have been from
of old, from everlasting.” When the wise men arrived asking, “Where is he that is born King
of the Jews?” the chief priests and scribes knew where to search. They quoted the correct
prophecy, identified the correct town, and apparently did not walk the few miles necessary
to see the Child. There is religious scholarship in miniature: men who can locate the
Messiah in a manuscript but cannot be bothered to seek Him in person. Herod feared the
Child, the wise men worshipped Him, and the scholars merely supplied directions.
Bethlehem presented the contradiction that runs through Christ’s first coming: heaven’s
King entered the world without an earthly palace, yet His poverty did not cancel His royalty.
A crown may be hidden beneath humility without ceasing to be a crown.

At Jordan, the Father publicly authenticated the Son. When Jesus came up out of the water,
the heavens opened, the Spirit descended like a dove, and the Father declared, “This is my
beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17). The King then entered the
wilderness to face the tempter who had usurped dominion over the kingdoms of this world.
Satan offered Christ “all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them” if He would fall
down and worship him (Matthew 4:8-9). The devil offered a crown without a cross,
authority without obedience, and kingdoms gained through compromise. Christ answered
every temptation with “It is written.” The first Adam surrendered dominion by disobeying
God’s word; the last Adam maintained His right to rule by submitting perfectly to it. Christ
would receive the kingdoms from His Father, not as a bribe from Satan. A throne acquired
by worshipping the devil is only an expensive seat in hell.

2. The Gospel of the Kingdom Announced a Near and Literal Reign

Matthew 4:17 marks the formal beginning of Christ’s public proclamation: “From that time
Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” His
message matched John’s because both herald and King addressed the same nation
concerning the same prophetic expectation. Israel had been taught to anticipate David’s
righteous Son, the restoration of the kingdom, judgment upon the Gentile powers, and
divine government from Jerusalem. Christ did not redefine those promises into a private
spiritual feeling and then blame His hearers for taking the prophets literally. He announced



nearness. “At hand” did not mean that Israel could build the kingdom by reforming Rome; it
meant the One qualified to establish it had arrived. The King was present, and the nation
was commanded to repent. Israel wanted liberation from Caesar without submission to
Christ, but God would not remove the foreign yoke merely to place the throne beneath
domestic rebels. A change of rulers means little when rebellion still occupies every heart.

Matthew 4:23 calls this announcement “the gospel of the kingdom.” The word “gospel”
means good news, but Scripture attaches good news to particular truths within particular
settings. The gospel of the kingdom announced the approaching Messianic reign to Israel
because the King was present. Paul’s later gospel of the grace of God proclaims the
completed death, burial, and resurrection of Christ for sinners. First Corinthians 15:3-4
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declares “that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures,” “that he was buried,”
and “that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures.” Christ could not preach
those events as completed historical facts before He had died, been buried, and risen. That
does not produce two competing Saviours or two contradictory plans of redemption. Every
saving benefit in every age rests ultimately upon the blood of Christ, but the content
revealed, the promises attached, and the dispensational setting must still be
distinguished. Noah was saved by grace through faith, but Paul never told a Philippian jailer

to build an ark.

The kingdom proclamation was a genuine presentation because the credentials were
genuine, the repentance demanded was genuine, and the King standing before Israel was
genuine. Matthew 9:35 again joins the message with its confirming works: Jesus went
through the cities and villages “preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every
sickness and every disease among the people.” The kingdom was not presented as an
abstract doctrine but in the Person and power of its King. Israel’s response therefore
determined more than whether a few teachers would approve a Galilean rabbi. The nation
was being confronted with the One whom Moses, David, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel, Micah,
and Zechariah had announced. Every prophecy had brought Israel to this doorstep, and
when the door opened, religion complained about the Carpenter standing there. Unbelief
does not always deny the evidence; sometimes it hates the conclusion to which the
evidence points.

3. The Miracles Were Royal Credentials, Not Religious Entertainment

Isaiah 35:4-6 had announced, “Behold, your God will come with vengeance, even God with
arecompence; he will come and save you.” The signs accompanying that coming included
opened blind eyes, unstopped deaf ears, the lame man leaping, and the dumb singing.
When John the Baptist later sent disciples asking, “Art thou he that should come, or do we
look for another?” Christ answered by pointing to these works: “The blind receive their



sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised
up” (Matthew 11:3, 5). His answer was not a philosophical argument. It was fulfilled
prophecy walking on healed legs. John knew the Scriptures and would recognize the
fingerprints of Isaiah upon the works of Christ. The miracles proved that the powers of the
promised age had broken into history through the presence of the King. Christ did not
merely claim the title. He exercised the authority.

His mastery extended beyond sickness. Christ rebuked winds and waves, multiplied bread,
walked upon the sea, knew men’s thoughts, forgave sins, and commanded unclean spirits.
The disciples asked, “What manner of man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey
him!” (Matthew 8:27). The answer was that the Creator stood in the boat. Psalm 89:9 says
of the Lord, “Thou rulest the raging of the sea: when the waves thereof arise, thou stillest
them.” The Man asleep on a pillow was the God who governed the water beneath it. The
devils recognized Him even when Israel’s teachers did not. They cried, “What have we to do
with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God? art thou come hither to torment us before the time?”
(Matthew 8:29). Hell understood the prophetic calendar better than the theological
establishment. Devils knew judgment was coming; the Pharisees were still debating
whether the Judge had proper credentials.

The miracles also previewed the restoration that will characterize the visible kingdom.
Isaiah 11 describes the curse restrained, righteous judgment established, and the earth
filled with the knowledge of the Lord. Christ’s healings were not the full Millennium, but
they were samples from its warehouse. He demonstrated what happens when the rightful
King exercises authority over territory ruined by sin. Blindness retreats, disease surrenders,
hunger is answered, creation obeys, and devils lose their lodging. That is why the signs
accompanied the gospel of the kingdom and the commission of the twelve. They were not
random wonders scattered like confetti around a religious celebrity. They authenticated a
prophetic message to a sign-seeking nation. First Corinthians 1:22 says, “For the Jews
require a sign.” God supplied signs in abundance, and the leaders answered by accusing
the Sign-giver of working through Beelzebub. When a man is determined to reject light,
increasing the light only gives him more brightness to hate.

4. The Sermon on the Mount Described the King’s Righteous Government

The Sermon on the Mount must be read within the kingdom setting established by
Matthew. Christ had announced that the kingdom of heaven was at hand, displayed its
powers, and then ascended a mountain to instruct His disciples concerning the
righteousness of that kingdom. Matthew 5:1-2 says, “And seeing the multitudes, he went
up into a mountain: and when he was set, his disciples came unto him: And he opened his
mouth, and taught them.” The scene deliberately echoes Moses, but Christ speaks with



authority greater than Moses. Again and again He says, “But | say unto you.” The King is not
correcting errors in God’s law; He is exposing the shallow interpretations by which religious
leaders had reduced holiness to external performance. The Sermon is not a general
collection of inspirational thoughts suitable for framed office walls. It is royal instruction
delivered by Israel’s King in connection with the approaching kingdom.

The Sermon repeatedly names that kingdom. “Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:3). Those persecuted for righteousness’ sake receive the
same promise. Christ warns that except the disciples’ righteousness exceeds that of the
scribes and Pharisees, they “shallin no case enter into the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew
5:20). He teaches them to pray, “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, asitisin
heaven” (Matthew 6:10). That prayer looks for heaven’s government to be established upon
the earth, not for believers to escape into an undefined cloud. The Sermon anticipates
conditions surrounding a literal kingdom whose King will judge outward conduct and
inward motive with perfect righteousness. The Pharisee polished the outside of the cup;
Christinspected what was crawling inside it. Human courts judge the hand that committed
murder; the King traced murder back to hatred in the heart.

Church-Age believers may receive immense moral and spiritual instruction from the
Sermon without confusing its kingdom administration with Paul’s gospel of grace. Hatred
remains wicked, lust remains sinful, hypocrisy remains disgusting, prayer remains
necessary, and confidence in the Father remains precious. All Scripture is profitable, but all
Scripture is not addressed to the same people under the same conditions. Second Timothy
3:16 does not abolish Second Timothy 2:15. A believer should obey every truth doctrinally
applicable to him while recognizing prophetic and dispensational details that concern
another setting. Turning the Sermon into the plan of salvation produces works
righteousness; ignoring it entirely produces carnal foolishness. The Bible believer neither
steals another household’s mail nor burns it. He reads the address, learns the truth, and
lets the King speak without forcing every verse into the same doctrinal envelope.

5. The Twelve Carried a Commission Marked for Israel

Matthew 10 records a commission that cannot honestly be mistaken for the Church’s
present worldwide mission. Christ sent twelve Jewish apostles to represent the twelve
tribes and specifically commanded, “Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city
of the Samaritans enter ye not.” Instead, they were to go “to the lost sheep of the house of
Israel” (Matthew 10:5-6). Their message was, “The kingdom of heaven is at hand.” The
destination, audience, message, and signs all belonged to Israel’s kingdom presentation. If
this is the standing commission for the body of Christ, then Gentile missions are
disobedient, Samaritan evangelism is forbidden, and most modern church activity should



be shut down by lunchtime. Yet commentators who tell us every kingdom passage is
Church doctrine rarely obey the verses that would cancel their missionary conferences.
They want the kingdom language but quietly leave the commission’s restrictions in the first
century.

The twelve were commanded, “Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out
devils” (Matthew 10:8). They were to carry no gold, silver, brass, scrip, extra coat, shoes, or
staves because the King was present and the mission possessed supernatural kingdom
provision. These signs authenticated the royal announcement to Israel. They were not
techniques learned at a healing seminar or permanent powers available to anybody who
mastered the proper emotional atmosphere. The apostles could heal “all manner of
sickness and all manner of disease” because Christ had directly delegated His authority.
No apostolic advertisement required a wheelchair to remain conveniently near the
platform in case the healing failed. When Christ commissioned men to cleanse lepers,
lepers were cleansed; when He empowered them to raise the dead, cemeteries lost
occupants. Biblical signs never needed dim lights, suggestible crowds, or a donation line.

After Christ’s death and resurrection, the message moved outward to all nations, and Paul
received the dispensation of the grace of God for the Gentiles. The gospel now committed
to the Church centers upon Christ’s completed work at Calvary and His bodily
resurrection. Paul could write, “Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel” (1
Corinthians 1:17), something that would be impossible if water baptism were part of the
saving gospel itself. He could also leave Trophimus sick at Miletum and advise Timothy
concerning his infirmities, demonstrating that the kingdom sign commission was not
operating unchanged throughout his ministry. The distinctions are not contradictions. A
house may pass from foundation work to framing and then to completion without the
builder contradicting himself. The only man confused is the fellow trying to pour the
foundation after the roof has been installed.

6. Israel’s Builders Rejected the Stone That Judged Their Religion

The opposition to Christ did not arise because His miracles were uncertain or His prophetic
credentials insufficient. It arose because His authority threatened men who had built a
religious empire upon their control of the people. The chief priests, scribes, Pharisees,
Sadducees, and elders disagreed among themselves on many matters, but opposition to
Christ gave them a common altar. Darkness that quarrels with itself will unite quickly when
the Light enters the room. Christ exposed their traditions, hypocrisy, covetousness, pride,
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false doctrine, and abuse of authority. He called them “blind guides,” “whited sepulchres,”
“serpents,” and a “generation of vipers” (Matthew 23:24, 27, 33). Modern religious

diplomacy would have advised more sensitive terminology, but Christ was not trying to



preserve a dialogue with men leading souls to hell. Love warns the blind man before he
reaches the cliff; hatred compliments his walking style.

Matthew 12 records the decisive character of their rejection. Christ healed a man
possessed with a devil, blind, and dumb, causing the people to ask, “Is not this the son of
David?” (Matthew 12:23). The miracle directly raised the royal question. Unable to deny the
work, the Pharisees attributed it to Satan: “This fellow doth not cast out devils, but by
Beelzebub the prince of the devils” (Matthew 12:24). They looked at the power of the Holy
Ghost authenticating David’s Son and deliberately called it satanic. Christ answered that a
kingdom divided against itself could not stand and warned of blasphemy against the Holy
Ghost. Their words revealed the condition of their hearts: “For out of the abundance of the
heart the mouth speaketh” (Matthew 12:34). The leaders had crossed from investigating
the credentials to condemning the Spirit who supplied them. When men call God the devil
to protect their religion, the argument is over and judgment is already sharpening its sword.

After this national crisis, Matthew 13 introduces “the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven”
through parables. The kingdom would not be established immediately in open glory; its
course would assume a mystery form during the King’s absence. The sower would scatter
seed, the enemy would plant tares, birds would lodge in an unnaturally expanded tree,
leaven would work through meal, and good and bad fish would remain together until
judgment. These parables did not describe the triumphant conquest of the world by an
increasingly pure Church. They revealed mixture, corruption, counterfeits, satanic
interference, and delayed separation. Israel’s rejection did not destroy God’s program, but
it altered the immediate form of its administration. The King would go away, the visible
throne would await His return, and religious profession would spread through a field
containing both wheat and tares. Man refused the true King and received centuries of
counterfeit kingdom builders in return.

7. Israel Refused the Crown Before Rome Raised the Cross

Christ’s final entry into Jerusalem deliberately fulfilled Zechariah 9:9: “Behold, thy King
cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass.” The
multitude cried, “Hosanna to the son of David,” spread garments in the way, and
acknowledged the royal hope. Yet public excitement did not produce national repentance.
Christ entered the temple and found commerce where worship should have stood. He
overturned the tables and declared, “My house shall be called the house of prayer; but ye
have made it a den of thieves” (Matthew 21:13). The King inspected His house and found
religious businessmen conducting trade beneath holy vocabulary. The rulers did not rejoice
that the temple was cleansed. They became indignant because corruption is always



offended when holiness disturbs its income. Men will sing “Hosanna” on Sunday and
demand silence by Monday if the King starts examining the cash register.

Christ then told the rulers the parable of the wicked husbandmen. The owner sent servants
to receive the fruit of his vineyard, but the husbandmen beat one, killed another, and
stoned another. Finally, he sent his son, saying, “They will reverence my son.” Instead, they
said, “This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and let us seize on his inheritance” (Matthew
21:38). The parable summarized Israel’s treatment of the prophets and exposed the
leaders’ intent toward Christ. Jesus identified Himself as “the stone which the builders
rejected,” quoting Psalm 118. The builders were not ignorant pagans living beyond the
reach of Scripture. They were Israel’s official religious architects. They possessed the
blueprints, studied the measurements, discussed the materials, and rejected the
Cornerstone when He arrived. No blindness is darker than the blindness of a man whose
religious position depends upon refusing what he knows.

The rejection reached its public climax before Pilate. When he presented Christ and asked,
“Shall | crucify your King?” the chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar” (John
19:15). That confession stripped away centuries of religious boasting. The men who
resented Roman rule chose Caesar over David’s Son because Caesar allowed them to
preserve their place. John 11:48 records their fear that if Christ continued, “the Romans
shall come and take away both our place and nation.” Notice the order: their place came
before the nation. They did not crucify Christ because they loved Israel too much; they
crucified Him because they loved their position more than Israel’s King. Rome raised the
cross, but Israel’s rulers demanded it. Gentile iron drove the nails, but religious envy
handed Rome the hammer. The crown was refused before the cross was raised, and when
men reject the rightful King, they will eventually enthrone the very system they claim to
hate.

Conclusion

The earthly ministry of Jesus Christ constituted a genuine presentation of Israel’s promised
King and kingdom. His genealogy established His legal right, His virgin birth declared His
divine identity, His Bethlehem birthplace fulfilled prophecy, His baptism brought the
Father’s public approval, His victory over Satan preserved His moral qualification, His
preaching announced the kingdom’s nearness, and His miracles displayed its powers. The
Sermon on the Mount revealed its righteousness, while the commission of the twelve
carried its announcement specifically to the lost sheep of Israel. Nothing about the offer
was vague, accidental, or counterfeit. The nation did not stumble over an unmarked stone.
The Stone stood in the temple, quoted the prophets, healed the people, silenced the devils,



and named the sins of the builders. Israel’s tragedy was not that God hid the King. It was
that the King exposed the men who preferred ruling without Him.

The distinction between the gospel of the kingdom and the gospel of the grace of God must
therefore be preserved without inventing contradictory Saviours or competing foundations
of redemption. The gospel of the kingdom announced the approaching Messianic reign
because the King was physically present among Israel. Paul’s gospel proclaims what that
rejected King accomplished through His death, burial, and resurrection. The cross upon
which Rome mocked Christ’s royalty became the altar upon which the Lamb paid for sin.
God used Israel’s rejection and Gentile cruelty to accomplish redemption without excusing
either one. The visible kingdom was postponed, the mystery of the body of Christ was
revealed, and salvation now goes freely to Jew and Gentile by grace through faith in Christ’s
finished work. The rejected crown did not invalidate the cross, and the cross did not cancel
the crown. Calvary purchased the subjects whom the returning King will bring into glory.

Jesus Christ will yet receive the throne men denied Him. The inscription Rome fastened
above His head—“JESUS OF NAZARETH THE KING OF THE JEWS”—was intended as
mockery, but God turned Pilate’s sarcasm into a prophetic signboard. The crown of thorns
did not destroy His royal claim; it revealed the character of the world that rejected it. He
came the first time riding upon an ass, and He will return riding a white horse. He stood
before Pilate in apparent weakness, but Pilate will one day stand before Him in judgment.
Israel’s rulers cried, “We have no king but Caesar,” but Caesar’s empire became dust while
Christ rose from the dead. The kingdom waits, the throne remains promised, and the King is
not seeking reelection. When He returns, there will be no Sanhedrin vote, Roman appeal,
denominational veto, or scholarly footnote capable of postponing Him another hour. Men
raised the cross after refusing the crown; God raised the King from the dead and reserved
the crown for His return.

5 of 10: The Kingdom of Heaven and the Kingdom of God — Mustard Trees, Hidden
Leaven, and the Kingdom in Enemy Hands

Key Passage: Matthew 13:11

“He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of
the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given.”

Introduction



Matthew 13 does not open in a doctrinal vacuum. The chapter follows the mounting
rejection of Jesus Christ by Israel’s religious rulers, climaxing in Matthew 12 when the
Pharisees attributed the work of the Holy Ghost to Beelzebub. They watched the Son of
David heal a man who was blind, dumb, and possessed with a devil, and instead of bowing
before the King, they called the King’s power satanic. That was not a harmless difference of
theological opinion. It was deliberate blindness wearing a rabbinical robe. The leaders had
seen the credentials, heard the message, examined the evidence, and chosen their
position over their Messiah. Then Matthew 13 begins with Christ leaving the house and
sitting by the seaside, where He teaches the multitudes in parables. The change in location
matches a change in revelation. The kingdom had been openly announced as “at hand,” but
now its course during the rejected King’s absence would be concealed beneath mysteries.
When men reject plain light, God does not owe them brighter bulbs. Truth received opens
doors; truth rejected installs locks.

These parables have been softened into pleasant Sunday-school illustrations about
farming, baking, fishing, and valuable objects, but Christ was not amusing children with
rural scenery. He was revealing “the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven.” A mystery in
Scripture is not spooky nonsense reserved for religious magicians. It is a truth previously
concealed and then disclosed by God to those authorized to receive it. The Old Testament
prophets had clearly described the kingdom in its public glory: Israel restored, Jerusalem
exalted, the Messiah enthroned, the nations judged, the curse restrained, and the earth
filled with the knowledge of the Lord. What they had not plainly mapped was the prolonged
period in which the King would be rejected, the kingdom’s visible establishment
postponed, and a mixed sphere of profession develop beneath the heavens. Matthew 13
supplies that missing history. It shows seed scattered, Satan interfering, tares growing,
institutions swelling, corruption spreading, treasure hidden, a pearl obtained, and a net
gathering good and bad until judgment. That is not the portrait of a spotless world gradually
conquered by organized religion. It is the portrait of the King’s field while an enemy works
under cover of darkness.

The phrase “the kingdom of heaven” in these parables does not mean that Satan has seized
God’s throne or conquered the third heaven. God remains sovereign, Christ remains King,
and the devil cannot move one inch beyond divine permission. The parables describe the
outward sphere of kingdom profession on earth during the absence of the rejected King.
Within that sphere are true and false, wheat and tares, good fish and bad, divine seed and
satanic imitation. Christendom becomes the historical field in which the name of Christ
spreads widely while corruption spreads beside it. Cathedrals rise, creeds multiply,
hierarchies develop, governments borrow Christian vocabulary, and religious institutions
extend their branches across nations, but numerical reach does not equal spiritual purity.



Babylon can paint a cross on its tower without becoming Jerusalem. The devil does not
always oppose religion; when opposition fails, he purchases a choir robe, joins the board,
and asks whether the Bible might be interpreted more inclusively.

1. The Sower Scattered Good Seed Into Hostile Ground

The first parable supplies the foundation for all that follows. “Behold, a sower went forth to
sow” (Matthew 13:3). The seed falls upon four kinds of ground: the wayside, stony places,
thorny ground, and good ground. Christ later explains, “When any one heareth the word of
the kingdom,” the responses vary according to the condition of the hearer (Matthew 13:19).
The seed itself is not defective. The word proceeds from the Sower pure, living, and
powerful, but the soil reveals what happens after it is heard. Modern religion continually
tries to improve the seed because it refuses to confront the ground. It repackages the
message, removes offensive doctrines, replaces repentance with reassurance, exchanges
preaching for conversation, and then wonders why the field produces weeds wearing visitor
badges. God never instructed the sower to entertain the soil. He instructed him to scatter
the seed.

The wayside hearer receives the word without understanding, and “the wicked one”
catches away what was sown in his heart. In Mark’s account, “Satan cometh immediately,
and taketh away the word” (Mark 4:15). The birds that devoured the seed in the parable
therefore represent satanic interference, a fact that becomes important when birds later
lodge in the mustard tree. The stony-ground hearer receives the word with immediate joy
but has no root, so tribulation or persecution causes him to wither. The thorny-ground
hearer allows “the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches” to choke the word
until it becomes unfruitful. Satan attacks from above, shallow flesh fails from beneath, and
the world crowds from every side. The enemy has more than one tool in his shed. If he
cannot snatch the seed, he will scorch the profession; if he cannot scorch it, he will choke
it beneath respectable distractions. Some souls are not argued away from truth; they are
simply crowded away from it.

Only the good ground produces lasting fruit—“some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some
thirtyfold” (Matthew 13:8). Even among fruitful hearers, the yield differs, but every genuine
reception produces something the Sower can recognize. The parable therefore demolishes
the fantasy that widespread hearing automatically means widespread conversion. The
word goes everywhere, yet much of the response is temporary, superficial, or fruitless. The
kingdom mystery begins not with universal conquest but with selective fruit amid extensive
failure. The Sower knows this before He enters the field, but He sows generously because
the seed is sufficient and the good ground will bear fruit. A preacher cannot manufacture
the soil, control every response, or keep every bird away, but he can refuse to corrupt the



seed. The servant’s duty is faithfulness; the increase belongs to God. Better thirtyfold fruit
from undiluted truth than a stadium filled with thorns applauding a motivational speech.

2. The Tares Reveal an Enemy Working Inside the Field

The second parable moves from different responses to deliberate satanic counterfeiting.
“The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his field,” Christ
says, “But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went
his way” (Matthew 13:24-25). The field receives two sowings from two sowers. The Son of
man places good seed in the world, while the devil plants imitation children among the
genuine. Christ explains every major symbol: “The field is the world,” “
children of the kingdom,” “the tares are the children of the wicked one,” and “the enemy
that sowed them is the devil” (Matthew 13:38-39). That interpretation does not require a

theological codebook. The Lord labels the containers, and still the commentaries manage

the good seed are the

to pour them together.

The tares resemble wheat during early growth, which is precisely why they are dangerous.
Satan’s most useful counterfeits do not arrive wearing horns and carrying identification
cards from hell. They speak religious language, occupy Christian institutions, imitate
Christian conduct, and remain close enough to the truth to escape casual inspection.
Second Corinthians 11:13-15 warns of false apostles and deceitful workers who transform
themselves “into the apostles of Christ,” just as Satan transforms himself “into an angel of
light.” The devil’s masterpiece is not the atheist shaking his fist outside the church; itis the
counterfeit minister opening a Bible inside it. Open enemies strengthen vigilance, but
convincing imitations lower the guard. A wolf across the field causes sheep to gather near
the shepherd; a wolf dressed like a sheep receives an invitation to teach the flock.

When the servants ask whether they should gather the tares, the householder answers,
“Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them” (Matthew
13:29). This does not forbid church discipline, for the field is explicitly “the world,” not the
local church, and the epistles plainly command churches to address open wickedness and
false doctrine. The parable forbids men from trying to purify the world through premature
kingdom judgment. Church history ighored that distinction and produced inquisitions,
state churches, religious wars, and men burning other men in the name of the meek and
lowly Jesus. Christ reserves the final separation for the harvest, and “the reapers are the
angels.” When a church appoints itself God’s executioner over the world, it soon proves
that tares also enjoy carrying swords. The King will separate perfectly because only the King
can judge without uprooting what He intends to preserve.

3. The Mustard Seed Became a Religious Monstrosity



The mustard-seed parable is often preached as a cheerful story of the gospel beginning
small and eventually blessing the entire world. Christ says, “The kingdom of heaven is like
to a grain of mustard seed,” which a man sowed in his field. Though it is the least of seeds,
“when itis grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree” (Matthew 13:31-
32). The growth is real, but the context warns against assuming that every large thing is
healthy. The mustard begins as an herb and expands into a tree-like structure large enough
for “the birds of the air” to lodge in its branches. The previous parable has already identified
the birds as agents connected with the wicked one. Scripture has not suddenly converted
them into hymn-singing missionaries because the tree acquired impressive real estate. The
same birds that devoured the seed now find institutional shelter in the branches.

The tree pictures the outward expansion of Christendom from humble beginnings into a
vast religious system extending across kingdoms, cultures, governments, and centuries.
What began with persecuted believers meeting in homes eventually became cathedrals,
hierarchies, state churches, political alliances, fortunes, armies, universities,
bureaucracies, and religious corporations. Growth itself is not evil, and the gospel
genuinely traveled across the world, but unnatural institutional enlargement supplied
hiding places for enemies of the seed. Constantine did not convert the Roman Empire into
the Millennium; he helped provide the birds with imperial branches. Pagan titles, pagan
ceremonies, political ambition, sacerdotal power, and persecution entered professing
Christianity until the institution that claimed to represent the crucified Christ became
wealthy enough to crucify dissenters. The cross became a sword hilt, and the upper room
acquired a throne room.

This parable warns against measuring spiritual success by size, influence, money, property,
or political access. Babylon was large, Nebuchadnezzar’s image was tall, and Goliath had
excellent physical statistics. God has never been frightened by small beginnings or
impressed by swollen organizations. The Church at Philadelphia had “a little strength” yet
received no condemnation, while wealthy Laodicea boasted, “l am rich, and increased with
goods,” without realizing it was “wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked”
(Revelation 3:17). Religious growth can be genuine fruit, or it can be swelling caused by
infection. A church directory may become thicker while the preaching becomes thinner.
The mustard tree teaches that the outward kingdom sphere would achieve remarkable
expansion, but some of its most impressive branches would become perches for the very
enemy that once stole seed beside the road.

4. The Leaven Worked Silently Until the Meal Was Corrupted

The fourth parable contains only one verse, but its brevity has not prevented centuries of
misinterpretation. “The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took, and



hid in three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened” (Matthew 13:33). The popular
explanation says the leaven pictures the gospel gradually spreading until the entire world
becomes Christian. That interpretation ignores the consistent biblical use of leaven as a
picture of corruption, false doctrine, hypocrisy, malice, and wickedness. Christ warned of
“the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees,” which He identified as their doctrine
(Matthew 16:6, 12). Luke 12:1 says, “Beware ye of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is
hypocrisy.” Paul commanded the Corinthians to purge out the old leaven and named “the
leaven of malice and wickedness” (1 Corinthians 5:8). Scripture does not scrub the symbol
clean merely because an optimistic commentator needs material for a kingdom-progress
sermon.

The woman does not openly mix the leaven; she “hid” it in the meal. The action is secretive
because corruption does its most successful work when disguised. False doctrine rarely
enters a church announcing that it intends to destroy biblical faith. It arrives through
improved terminology, scholarly correction, charitable compromise, cultural relevance,
liturgical enrichment, or a new translation that promises clarity while removing the blade
from the sword. A little leaven then works through the whole lump. One denial makes room
for another, one compromised word weakens the next, and one tolerated error becomes
the grandmother of an entire family of heresies. Galatians 5:9 warns, “A little leaven
leaveneth the whole lump.” Error does not require majority ownership to control the
product. A small amount concealed in the right place can transform everything around it.

The three measures of meal suggest wholesome provision being invaded by corrupting
influence. Meal appears in Scripture in settings connected with food, fellowship, and
offering, while leaven alters what it enters. Across church history, pure doctrine was mixed
with philosophy, sacramentalism, priestcraft, Mariolatry, relics, political power,
rationalism, evolution, psychology, entertainment, and commercialism. The label
remained “Christian,” but the substance changed. The parable does not say the meal
converts the leaven; it says the leaven eventually affects the whole. Truth never becomes
stronger by mixture. A glass of clean water does not purify a spoonful of sewage; the
sewage contaminates the water. The kingdom mystery therefore includes corruption
operating internally and invisibly throughout the sphere of profession. Mustard growth gives
the enemy branches above ground; hidden leaven gives him influence throughout the
dough.

5. The Hidden Treasure Preserved Israel’s Place in the Field

The fifth parable changes the picture from public corruption to hidden value. “Again, the
kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which when a man hath found, he
hideth” (Matthew 13:44). Christ has already explained that “the field is the world,” so the



interpreter has no permission to change its meaning when reaching the treasure. Israel is
repeatedly described in the Old Testament as God’s peculiar treasure. Exodus 19:5 says,
“Ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people,” and Psalm 135:4 declares, “For
the LORD hath chosen Jacob unto himself, and Israel for his peculiar treasure.” Israel was
placed among the nations to display God’s truth, preserve His words, produce the Messiah,
and eventually become the earthly channel of kingdom blessing. But because of unbelief,
the treasure became hidden in the field.

The man in the parable finds the treasure, hides it again, and “for joy thereof goeth and
selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field.” Jesus Christ came into the world, recognized
Israel’s covenant value despite her sinful condition, and paid the price that secured not
merely the treasure but the field containing it. The cross purchased His title over the world
without teaching universal salvation for every inhabitant. Second Peter 2:1 speaks of false
teachers “denying the Lord that bought them,” showing that purchase establishes
ownership and accountability without guaranteeing personal redemption apart from faith.
Christ gave all, endured the cross, and secured the inheritance over which He will exercise
authority. Hebrews 12:2 says He endured the cross “for the joy that was set before him.”
The suffering was terrible, but the joy beyond it included a redeemed people, a restored
Israel, and a reclaimed earth beneath His government.

The treasure remains hidden during Israel’s present blindness, but hidden is not discarded.
Romans 11:25 says, “Blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the
Gentiles be come in.” The word “until” marks a limit. God has not replaced Israel with the
Church, cancelled Abraham’s covenant, auctioned David’s throne, or spiritualized
Jerusalem into a denominational headquarters. Israel’s present condition is judicial,
partial, and temporary. “The gifts and calling of God are without repentance” (Romans
11:29). Replacement theology walks into the field, notices the treasure is not presently
displayed, and declares itself the new owner. But the field has already been purchased, the
treasure remains known to the Purchaser, and the hiding serves God’s timetable. Men may
lose sight of Israel; Christ has never misplaced her.

6. The Pearl Revealed a Treasure God Had Not Formerly Displayed

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls,” who,
upon finding “one pearl of great price,” sold all he had and bought it (Matthew 13:45-46).
The pearl differs from the hidden treasure. Israel had been a revealed possession
throughout the Old Testament, though later hidden among the nations. The Church,
however, was a mystery “which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men”
as it was later revealed (Ephesians 3:5). The pearl provides a fitting picture of that one body.
Itis one object rather than a collection of loose stones, just as First Corinthians 12:13



declares, “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body.” The Church is not spiritual
Israel wearing Gentile clothing. It is a new man, a heavenly body joined to Christ as its
Head.

A pearlis formed through suffering within a living creature and grows by layers around an
irritation or wound. The Church was purchased through the wounds of Jesus Christ and is
formed progressively as sinners are added to His body during the present dispensation.
Ephesians 5:25 says, “Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it.” Second
Corinthians 8:9 declares that though He was rich, “yet for your sakes he became poor, that
ye through his poverty might be rich.” The merchant’s selling of all therefore pictures the
immeasurable cost Christ willingly paid, not a sinner purchasing salvation. The sinner has
nothing worthy to offer. Salvation is “the gift of God,” and a gift purchased by Christ cannot
also be purchased by the recipient. The Lord is the great Merchant who recognized the
pearl’s value before the pearl existed in finished form.

The treasure and pearl appear beside each other because God’s kingdom program
includes both Israel and the Church without confusing them. Israelis an earthly treasure
connected with a field; the Church is one pearl associated typologically with the sea and
destined for heavenly glory. Christ purchased both through His sacrifice, but He assigns
them distinct identities, callings, and futures. The Church does not become Israel, and
Israel does not become the body of Christ. A bride may share the wealth of her Bridegroom
without becoming the Bridegroom’s nation. The theological habit of merging everything
called “God’s people” into one shapeless mass is not simplicity; it is carelessness. God
can distinguish a treasure from a pearl even if the commentary cannot. Right division does
not impoverish either company. It protects both from having their promises exchanged at
the doctrinal pawnshop.

7. The Dragnet Gathered Everything but Kept Nothing Unjudged

The final parable reaches the end of the age. “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a
net, that was cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind” (Matthew 13:47). The net is
broad, indiscriminate, and externally successful. It gathers rather than converts, and its
contents include both good and bad. This is another severe blow against the fantasy that
kingdom expansion means universal regeneration. The net can be full while much of its
catch remains worthless. Organized religion points to numbers, territories, buildings,
cultural influence, and historic reach as evidence of triumph, but heaven examines the
contents rather than admiring the size of the net. A crowded net is not necessarily a clean
net, just as a crowded church is not necessarily a spiritual church. Quantity can fill a report
without satisfying the Fisherman.



When the netis full, it is drawn to shore. The fishermen gather the good into vessels and
cast the bad away. Christ explains, “So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall
come forth, and sever the wicked from among the just” (Matthew 13:49). As in the parable
of the tares, angels perform the final separation. This is kingdom judgment connected with
the end of the age, not the Church reforming society through religious influence. The
wicked do not gradually become good fish through exposure to the net. They remain wicked
until divine judgment separates them. Christ adds that they will be cast “into the furnace of
fire,” where there will be “wailing and gnashing of teeth” (Matthew 13:50). The kingdom
mysteries end with a furnace, not a utopian committee meeting.

The dragnet also warns against confusing outward inclusion with inward acceptance. A
man may enter Christendom through birth, culture, baptism, education, politics, family
tradition, or institutional membership and still be rejected at the shore. The netis not the
new birth. The net gathers “of every kind,” while the Holy Ghost places genuine believers
into Christ. Religious history contains saints and scoundrels, martyrs and murderers,
missionaries and merchants, Bible believers and Bible correctors, wheat and tares, good
fish and bad. God has never confused them merely because historians filed them beneath
the same heading. The King permits the mixed gathering to continue for a season, but He
has appointed a shore upon which every profession will be examined. Time allows
counterfeits to mingle; eternity forces them to declare their contents.

Conclusion

Matthew 13 reveals the condition of the kingdom sphere during the absence of the rejected
King. The Sower scatters good seed, but much falls upon unreceptive ground. The enemy
sows tares among wheat. The mustard herb swells into an unnatural tree where satanic
birds find shelter. Hidden leaven spreads corruption through the meal. Israel remains a
treasure concealed in the world but known to its Purchaser. Christ obtains one pearl of
great price, picturing the mystery body formed during Israel’s blindness. Finally, the dragnet
gathers good and bad until angels perform the separation at the end of the age. The
sequence is not a flattering portrait of mankind gradually accepting Christ’s government. It
is a warning that the King’s name would spread farther than genuine submission to the
King. Christendom would become large, influential, wealthy, divided, infiltrated, and mixed
while the throne remained unoccupied on earth.

These parables destroy the proud claim that organized religion is building the Millennium.
The world has not grown into Isaiah 11, the nations have not submitted to the throne of
David, and Satan is not bound in the bottomless pit. The religious tree has grown, but birds
occupy its branches. The meal has expanded, but leaven has worked throughout it. The net
has filled, but bad fish remain inside. A larger institution is not necessarily a purer witness,



and political influence is not proof of kingdom authority. Men keep measuring the branches
while God examines the fruit. The Millennium will not arrive because enough
denominations merge, enough governments adopt religious language, or enough voters
place Bible verses on campaign signs. Jesus Christ will establish His kingdom personally by
returning in glory, destroying His enemies, judging the nations, and sitting upon David’s
throne.

Until then, the believer’s duty is neither despair nor delusion. We must sow the word
faithfully, bear fruit patiently, expose corruption biblically, refuse satanic shelter, purge
leaven from our doctrine, distinguish Israel from the Church, and remember that final
separation belongs to the King. The enemy may work in the field, but he does not own it.
Christ bought the field, knows the treasure, possesses the pearl, watches the wheat, and
has already appointed the harvest. Satan operates like a trespasser who mistakes
temporary access for permanent title. His tares have a deadline, his birds will lose their
branches, his leaven will be judged, and his counterfeit kingdom will collapse when the
rightful King returns. The kingdom may presently appear to be in enemy hands, but the nail-
scarred hands of Jesus Christ still hold the deed.

6 of 10: The Kingdom of Heaven and the Kingdom of God — “We Have No King but
Caesar”: The Day the Kingdom Was Postponed

Key Passage: John 19:14-16

“And it was the preparation of the passover, and about the sixth hour: and he saith unto the
Jews, Behold your King! But they cried out, Away with him, away with him, crucify him.
Pilate saith unto them, Shall | crucify your King? The chief priests answered, We have no
king but Caesar. Then delivered he him therefore unto them to be crucified. And they took
Jesus, and led him away.”

Introduction

There are sentences in the Bible that sound like courtroom verdicts, tombstones, and
funeral bells all at once. “We have no king but Caesar” is one of them. Those words did not
come from drunken Roman soldiers, pagan philosophers, or heathen idolaters who had
never read Moses. They came from Israel’s chief priests—the men who wore the garments,
handled the sacrifices, taught the law, guarded the temple, and claimed to represent the
God of Abraham. The nation’s official religious leaders stood before a Gentile governor,
looked upon the Son of David, and publicly chose Caesar. They rejected the King promised



by their prophets in favor of the empire occupying their land. They preferred Roman chains
with religious privileges to Messianic liberty under a righteous throne. Men will tolerate
nearly any tyrant who allows them to keep their titles. Caesar could tax them, monitor
them, humiliate them, and appoint their rulers, but Christ threatened something they
valued more than national freedom—their control of the religious system.

That terrible declaration did not fall suddenly from a clear sky. It was the final thunderclap
of a storm that had gathered throughout Christ’s ministry. The leaders questioned His
authority, accused Him of violating their traditions, charged Him with blasphemy for
forgiving sins, plotted against Him for healing on the sabbath, and finally attributed the
work of the Holy Ghost to Beelzebub. They watched the blind see, the deaf hear, the lame
walk, the lepers become clean, the dead arise, devils flee, and storms lie down at His
command. They did not lack evidence; they hated its conclusion. Every miracle testified
that the King was present, and every fulfilled prophecy placed another royal credential
upon the table. Religious unbelief does not always ask for more evidence. Sometimes it
asks for a hammer and nails because the evidence has become unbearable. The leaders
could not disprove Christ’s claims, so they arranged to silence the Claimant.

Yet the kingdom was not postponed because God lost control, Christ lacked power, or
prophecy failed under pressure. The cross stood within “the determinate counsel and
foreknowledge of God” (Acts 2:23), and the Lamb had been “foreordained before the
foundation of the world” (1 Peter 1:20). God knew the crown would be refused and used
that rejection to accomplish redemption through the cross. Nevertheless, Israel’s choice
remained real, the kingdom presentation remained genuine, and the nation’s responsibility
remained terrible. God’s foreknowledge did not force the chief priests to prefer Caesar; it
merely ensured that their rebellion would never surprise heaven or overturn the divine
purpose. Men raised the cross as an instrument of rejection, and God turned it into the
altar of redemption. The devil drove the nails and discovered too late that he had helped
fasten his own death warrant to the wood.

1. The Beelzebub Charge Marked a National Crisis

Matthew 12 records one of the great turning points in the Gospel. A man was brought to
Christ “possessed with a devil, blind, and dumb,” and Jesus healed him so completely that
“the blind and dumb both spake and saw” (Matthew 12:22). The people responded with the
proper Messianic question: “Is not this the son of David?” The miracle pointed directly
toward Israel’s promised King. Isaiah had foretold opened eyes and unstopped ears when
God came to save His people, and Christ performed the sign before the nation. The
evidence was public, unmistakable, and prophetic. The Pharisees could not deny that the
man had been delivered, so they attacked the source of the power. “This fellow doth not



cast out devils, but by Beelzebub the prince of the devils” (Matthew 12:24). When truth
becomes impossible to refute, religious opposition begins relabeling it.

Christ exposed the stupidity of their charge. “Every kingdom divided against itself is brought
to desolation,” He answered, “and if Satan cast out Satan, he is divided against himself;
how shall then his kingdom stand?” (Matthew 12:25-26). The Pharisees’ theology required
Satan to dismantle his own kingdom in order to prevent Christ from receiving credit for
dismantling it. That is the sort of argument intelligent men make when their position is
more important than the truth. Christ then declared, “But if | cast out devils by the Spirit of
God, then the kingdom of God is come unto you” (Matthew 12:28). The spiritual authority of
God’s kingdom stood among them in the Person and power of its King. The strong man’s
house was being invaded, his goods spoiled, and his captives liberated. The leaders saw
Satan’s prisoners released and concluded that Satan deserved the credit. Religious pride
can become so blind that it mistakes the jailer for the Deliverer and the Deliverer for the
jailer.

Christ’s warning concerning blasphemy against the Holy Ghost must be kept in this
historical setting. Israel’s accredited King performed kingdom signs through the Holy
Ghost, and the nation’s leaders deliberately attributed that power to the devil. This was not
an anxious believer wondering whether some careless sentence had placed him beyond
grace. It was informed, public, official rejection of the Spirit’s testimony to the Son of David.
Christ therefore pronounced judgment upon that generation and declared, “O generation of
vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things?” (Matthew 12:34). Their words revealed
their hearts, for “out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.” After this crisis,
Christ began revealing the mysteries of the kingdom in parables. The kingdom
announcement had been met by hardened opposition; therefore, the open offer moved
toward concealed mystery. Light rejected does not remain harmless. It becomes evidence
at the trial.

2. The Builders Rejected the Stone While Holding the Blueprints

The religious rulers were the builders responsible for guiding Israel according to the
Scriptures. They possessed Moses, the prophets, the covenants, the temple, and the
accumulated testimony of centuries. Yet when the Cornerstone arrived, the builders
examined Him and rejected Him. Christ quoted Psalm 118:22 against them: “The stone
which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner” (Matthew 21:42).
The builders were not ignorant pagans living beyond the reach of revelation. They were
trained men who could quote Micah’s prophecy about Bethlehem while refusing to travel
there to worship the newborn King. They could discuss the sabbath while plotting murder,
wash their hands while hiding covetousness, and measure the mint leaves in their tithe



while swallowing widows’ houses. They knew every mark on the blueprint except the one
identifying the Owner.

Christ exposed their rebellion through the parable of the wicked husbandmen. The owner
planted a vineyard, let it out to husbandmen, and sent servants to receive its fruit. The
husbandmen beat one servant, killed another, and stoned another, picturing Israel’s
treatment of the prophets. Finally, the owner sent his son, saying, “They will reverence my
son.” The husbandmen answered, “This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and let us seize on
his inheritance” (Matthew 21:38). Their problem was not that the Son lacked credentials;
they recognized Him as the Heir. Their hatred arose because His rightful claim threatened
their stolen control. The parable stripped the religious dispute down to its bones: the
husbandmen wanted the vineyard without the owner, the inheritance without the heir, and
the kingdom without the King. Every apostate religious system eventually reaches the same
ambition. It wants Christ’s name on the sign and Christ Himself outside the door.

Matthew 21:45 says, “And when the chief priests and Pharisees had heard his parables,
they perceived that he spake of them.” They understood the indictment, but understanding
did not produce repentance. “They sought to lay hands on him.” Instead of abandoning
their rebellion, they attempted to silence the One who exposed it. Truth had entered their
temple with a whip, overturned their tables, and called their business operation “a den of
thieves.” They could tolerate Roman soldiers in the streets more easily than divine holiness
in the sanctuary. Rome threatened their national pride, but Christ threatened their religious
income, public praise, and personal authority. A foreign sword may cut the body; the word
of God cuts the disguise from the soul. Men who will complain loudly about Caesar often
become Caesar’s allies when Jesus Christ starts overturning their tables.

3. “We Have No King but Caesar” Was Israel’s Official Choice

The trial before Pilate brought Israel’s national rejection into public view. Pilate repeatedly
testified that he found no fault in Christ. He knew the accusations arose from envy, his wife
warned him concerning “that just man,” and the prisoner before him displayed a majesty
greater than the governor sitting in judgment. Yet Pilate lacked the backbone to act upon
what he knew. He washed his hands, but water cannot cleanse a coward’s conscience. The
Roman governor tried to release Christ without risking his position, and the religious
leaders forced the question by crying, “If thou let this man go, thou art not Caesar’s friend”
(John 19:12). That sentence placed Pilate’s career on one side and justice on the other. Like
most political men, he quickly discovered that principles become remarkably light when
weighed against promotion.



Pilate finally presented Jesus and said, “Behold your King!” The chief priests answered,
“Away with him, away with him, crucify him.” When Pilate asked, “Shall | crucify your King?”
they delivered the confession that exposed the nation’s official condition: “We have no king
but Caesar.” God had always been Israel’s rightful King. The judges had warned against
human rebellion, Samuel had condemned the nation’s desire for a king like the Gentiles,
David had received the covenant throne, and the prophets had promised a perfect Son who
would reign in righteousness. Now the guardians of that history chose a pagan emperor.
Their words amounted to a formal renunciation of the Messianic claim standing before
them. They did not merely reject a preacher from Galilee. They rejected the throne of David
in favor of the throne of Rome.

This official rejection must never be twisted into hatred against Jewish people, for Christ,
the apostles, the first believers, and thousands saved in Acts were themselves Jewish. The
guilt of Calvary also rests upon Gentile Rome, whose governor delivered an innocent man
and whose soldiers drove the nails. Acts 4:27 names “Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the
Gentiles, and the people of Israel” as gathered against Christ. The cross condemned the
whole world, not one ethnic group. Yet the national and covenant setting must not be
erased either. Israel’s rulers officially refused their King, and that refusal carried
governmental consequences for the nation. Scripture can tell the truth about Israel’s
historical rejection while also condemning Gentile boasting and promising Israel’s future
restoration. The Bible needs neither antisemitism nor sentimental revision. It tells the truth
with both edges of the sword intact.

4. The Cross Accomplished Redemption Without Cancelling the Crown

When Rome raised the cross, it appeared that the kingdom claim had ended in defeat.
Jesus wore a crown, but it was made of thorns. He received a sceptre, but it was a reed
placed in His hand for mockery. Soldiers bowed before Him, but only to spit upon Him and
strike His head. Above Him Pilate placed the accusation, “JESUS OF NAZARETH THE KING
OF THE JEWS” (John 19:19). Rome intended the sign to mock both Christ and the nation
that had rejected Him, but God turned imperial sarcasm into prophetic testimony. The Man
hanging there was exactly who the inscription declared Him to be. A cross could kill His
body, but it could not invalidate His genealogy, cancel God’s covenant with David, or
transfer His throne to Caesar. Rome crucified the King; it did not inherit His crown.

At Calvary, God accomplished something the rulers never intended. First Corinthians 2:8
says that none of the princes of this world knew the hidden wisdom of God, “for had they
known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.” Satan thought the cross would
remove the Heir, but the cross paid the price of redemption, destroyed the legal claim of
sin, and guaranteed the serpent’s final defeat. Christ “spoiled principalities and powers”



and “made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it” (Colossians 2:15). The
instrument intended to advertise Rome’s power became the monument of Rome’s
ignorance. Men nailed Christ to wood because they believed death would end His claim.
Three days later, the tomb opened and demonstrated that the King possessed authority
even over the grave. The cross was not the funeral of the kingdom program; it was the
blood-sealed guarantee that the immortal King would complete it.

The resurrection preserved both salvation and prophecy. Peter declared that God raised
Christ because “it was not possible that he should be holden of” death (Acts 2:24). He then
connected the resurrection with God’s oath to David “that of the fruit of his loins, according
to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne” (Acts 2:30). A dead king cannot
occupy an everlasting throne, but the risen Son of David can. Christ’s resurrection
therefore guarantees personal justification for the believer and future fulfillment for Israel.
Romans 4:25 says He “was raised again for our justification,” while Acts 2 points toward the
covenant throne. Grace and kingdom meet in the risen Person without becoming identical
programs. The empty tomb did not turn David’s throne into a metaphor. It produced a King
whom death can never remove from office.

5. Early Acts Presented Israel With a Renewed National Opportunity

After the resurrection, the apostles still expected Israel’s kingdom to be restored. They
asked Christ, “Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?” (Acts 1:6).
The Lord did not rebuke the expectation as carnal, explain that Israel now meant the
Church, or announce that David’s throne had become an invisible religious influence. He
replied, “It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath putin his
own power” (Acts 1:7). Their error concerned the timing, not the identity of the kingdom.
The restoration remained certain, but the calendar belonged to the Father. Christ then
ascended, and angels promised that “this same Jesus” would return “in like manner” as the
disciples had watched Him enter heaven (Acts 1:11). A bodily King left from the Mount of
Olives, and a bodily King will return.

Peter’s preaching in Acts addressed “Ye men of Israel” and “all the house of Israel,”
charging the nation with rejecting Christ while announcing His resurrection and exaltation.
At Pentecost, thousands received the word and were baptized, proving that Israel’s
rejection was neither universal nor genetically permanent. A believing remnant responded
while the nation’s official authorities continued resisting. Acts 3 then contains a
remarkable national summons: “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may
be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; And
he shall send Jesus Christ” (Acts 3:19-20). Peter connected national repentance with the
sending of Christ and “the times of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the



mouth of all his holy prophets.” Those prophets had spoken of Israel’s restoration,
Jerusalem’s exaltation, and the visible reign of the Messiah. Peter was not offering a vague
spiritual experience; he was calling the covenant nation to turn toward its risen King.

The authorities answered the renewed witness with persecution. They arrested the
apostles, threatened them, beat them, and prohibited them from speaking in the name of
Jesus. Stephen finally stood before the council and delivered a historical indictment
showing how consistently Israel had resisted the Holy Ghost. He declared that they had
become “the betrayers and murderers” of the Just One (Acts 7:52). As they rejected his
testimony, Stephen saw “the Son of man standing on the right hand of God” (Acts 7:56).
Christis usually presented as seated at the Father’s right hand, but Stephen saw Him
standing as heaven’s judicial witness while Israel’s council rejected another Spirit-filled
messenger. They stopped their ears, cast Stephen out, and stoned him. The garments of
the witnesses were laid at the feet of a young man named Saul, and the narrative began
turning toward the man whom Christ would send to the Gentiles. The council buried
Stephen, but its stones became mile markers on the road toward Paul.

6. Israel’s Blindness Opened the Door to a Previously Hidden Body

Israel’s national setting aside did not mean every Jew became blind, that Jewish individuals
could not be saved, or that God had permanently cast away His people. Paul himself
asked, “Hath God cast away his people?” and answered, “God forbid” (Romans 11:1). He
was an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, and a member of the tribe of Benjamin.
Throughout the present age, Jewish and Gentile sinners are saved on equal terms through
faith in Jesus Christ and placed into one spiritual body. Romans 11:5 speaks of “a remnant
according to the election of grace.” The blindness is national and partial, not absolute and
permanent. “Blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be
come in” (Romans 11:25). The word “until” places an expiration date on the blindness. God
has not misplaced Israel; He has placed the nation under temporary judicial blindness
while another purpose is revealed.

That purpose is the Church, the body of Christ, which Paul calls a mystery. Ephesians 3:5-6
explains that this mystery “in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men” as it
was later revealed: “That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body.” The
Church is not Israel improved, internationalized, or renamed. It is “one new man” formed
by the Holy Ghost from believing Jews and Gentiles during the present dispensation. First
Corinthians 12:13 says, “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body.” This body has
a heavenly Head, heavenly citizenship, and heavenly calling. Its appearance does not fulfill
or cancel Israel’s national covenants because a mystery body cannot secretly be the same
thing the prophets described openly for centuries. If Isaiah plainly predicted the Church



under the name Israel, then Paul’s mystery was about as hidden as a brass band in a broom
closet.

The prophetic clock concerning Israel therefore pauses while God calls out the body of
Christ. Daniel’s sixty-ninth week led to Messiah’s presentation and cutting off; the
seventieth week awaits future fulfillment. Between them stands a dispensation previously
concealed from Old Testament prophets. This interval is not blank space in God’s plan. Itis
the age in which grace goes to the nations and sinners are joined to Christ without
distinction of Jew or Gentile. But the Church Age does not consume Israel’s future any
more than an intermission destroys the final act of a play. Romans 11 warns Gentile
believers against boasting over the natural branches. “Be not highminded, but fear”
(Romans 11:20). The Gentile who uses Israel’s blindness as a ladder for his pride has
learned nothing from Israel’s fall. Grace received should produce gratitude, not covenant
theft.

7. The King in Heaven Will Return to Claim the Kingdom on Earth

After His ascension, Jesus Christ sat down at the Father’s right hand in fulfillment of Psalm
110:1: “The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until | make thine enemies
thy footstool.” Christ presently occupies the Father’s throne in heaven; He has not yet
taken His own Davidic throne upon the earth. Revelation 3:21 distinguishes the two when
Christ says, “l also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne,” then speaks
of the overcomer sitting with Him “in my throne.” David’s throne was not located in the third
heaven, and no amount of theological furniture-moving can place it there. The rejected King
waits at the Father’s right hand until the appointed time when His enemies are made His
footstool. Delay is not cancellation. A king awaiting coronation has not forfeited his crown
merely because rebels still occupy the capital.

The promise of Israel’s restoration remains as firm as God’s character. Romans 11:26
declares, “And so all Israel shall be saved,” followed by the promise, “There shall come out
of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob.” Paul explains that Israel
remains “beloved for the fathers’ sakes,” because “the gifts and calling of God are without
repentance” (Romans 11:28-29). God will not revoke what He swore to Abraham, Isaac,
Jacob, and David. Israel must be converted, cleansed, and brought beneath her Messiah,
but her failure cannot make God unfaithful. Human unbelief may delay enjoyment of a
promise; it cannot force God to rewrite it. The same mouth that pronounced chastisement
also promised restoration, and God does not require a Gentile theologian to explain why He
did not mean either statement.



When Christ returns, He will not submit another kingdom offer for human consideration.
Revelation 19 presents heaven opened and the Faithful and True Rider descending to judge
and make war. Upon His head are “many crowns,” and His name is “KING OF KINGS, AND
LORD OF LORDS” (Revelation 19:12, 16). The crown of thorns will be replaced publicly by
royal diadems; the reed will give way to a rod of iron; and the mocked inscription above the
cross will become the enforced law of the earth. Zechariah 14:9 declares, “And the LORD
shall be king over all the earth.” Caesar will not be consulted, Jerusalem’s religious council
will not take a vote, and the United Nations will not issue credentials. The kingdom refused
in humiliation will be established in glory. The first presentation asked Israel to behold her
King; the Second Advent will compel every nation to behold Him.

Conclusion

The postponement of the kingdom followed a clear historical and doctrinal progression.
Israel’s leaders attributed the Spirit’s work to Beelzebub, rejected the Cornerstone while
holding the prophetic blueprints, conspired against the Heir, chose Caesar before Pilate,
and demanded the crucifixion of their King. God then raised Jesus Christ from the dead,
and the early chapters of Acts presented the nation with renewed apostolic testimony and
a callto repentance connected with the return of Christ and the restitution promised by the
prophets. The authorities again resisted, culminating in Stephen’s martyrdom and the
widening movement of the gospel toward the Gentiles. None of this occurred because
Christ lacked the right or power to reign. The kingdom was deferred because the King was
rejected, while God used that rejection to unveil the riches of grace hidden in the mystery
of Christ’s body.

Postponement is not cancellation, and mystery is not replacement. The Church does not
sit upon David’s throne, possess Israel’s land, become the twelve tribes, or fulfill every
prophecy addressed to Jerusalem. The Church possesses its own glorious identity as the
body and bride of Christ, seated spiritually in heavenly places and awaiting the pre-
tribulation summons of its Head. Israel remains nationally blinded in part, dispersed and
unbelieving concerning her Messiah, yet still beloved for the fathers’ sakes and destined for
restoration. Right division permits the Church to enjoy its unsearchable riches without
emptying Israel’s mailbox. A thief may become wealthy by stealing another man’s
inheritance, but a Christian becomes doctrinally poor the moment he makes God
dishonest to enrich his system.

The sentence “We have no king but Caesar” echoed through history, but Caesar is dead,
Rome’s ancient throne is dust, the religious rulers are gone, and Jesus Christ is alive
forevermore. Men postponed the public kingdom, but they did not dethrone its King. Christ
waits at the Father’s right hand while the gospel of grace calls sinners into His body. When



the fullness of the Gentiles has come in, God will resume His dealings with Israel,
complete Daniel’s prophetic program, break the counterfeit kingdom of the Beast, turn
ungodliness from Jacob, and place David’s Son upon David’s throne. Unbelief temporarily
refused the crown; omnipotence permanently reserved it. The kingdom did not fail at
Calvary. At Calvary, the King purchased everything He will claim when He returns.

7 of 10: The Kingdom of Heaven and the Kingdom of God — A Kingdom Entered Without
a Passport, Palace, or Political Party

Key Passage: John 3:3-7

“Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Except a man be born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be
born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother’s womb, and be born?
Jesus answered, Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that | said unto thee, Ye must be born
again.”

Introduction

While the visible kingdom of heaven awaits the bodily return of its rejected King, the
kingdom of God may be entered now by sinners who are born again through faith in Jesus
Christ. No earthly border must be crossed, no embassy must approve an application, no
palace mustissue citizenship papers, and no political party can vote a man into it. A sinner
enters the kingdom of God when the Holy Ghost gives him spiritual life and places him
beneath the saving authority of God’s dear Son. That entrance does not require Jewish
ancestry, denominational pedigree, sacramental machinery, or enough civic virtue to
impress the neighbors. It requires a birth from above. Christ did not tell Nicodemus to
reform the Sanhedrin, improve the synagogue, campaign for better Roman governors, or
begin attending a more conservative rabbinical school. He told him, “Ye must be born
again.” Religion offers Adam a cleaner uniform; God declares Adam unfit for the kingdom
and produces a new creature.

This spiritual kingdom must be distinguished from the visible Messianic kingdom without
separating truths that properly belong together. The kingdom of heaven concerns Christ’s
future governmental reign over the earth from David’s throne, while the kingdom of God
emphasizes the spiritual life, authority, righteousness, and power of God. The same Jesus
Christ rules both, and His future earthly government will perfectly display the moral
character of God’s spiritual kingdom. Yet the visible throne is not presently operating in



Jerusalem, the nations are not submitting to the rod of iron, and Satan is not bound in the
bottomless pit. The believer does not need to pretend the Millennium has arrived in order to
submit to God’s rule now. Christ can reign spiritually in a redeemed sinner while the world
continues rejecting His visible authority. The throne in the heart does not replace the
throne in Jerusalem; it proves that the future King already possesses subjects whom grace
has conquered.

The distinction also protects the identity of the Church. The Church is the body of Christ,
formed during the present dispensation by the Holy Ghost’s baptism of believing Jews and
Gentiles into one body. The kingdom of God is not merely another name for that body,
though every genuine member of Christ’s body belongs beneath God’s spiritual rule. God’s
kingdom is broader as a sphere of divine authority, while the Church possesses a unique
relationship to Christ as His body and bride. Confusing the two allows every outward
religious institution to advertise itself as the kingdom, baptize unregenerate people into
supposed citizenship, and then begin claiming political authority in Christ’s name. Before
long, a priest is stamping passports to heaven, a politician is promising to build Zion, and a
theologian is explaining why Israel’s throne has been relocated to his denomination.
Confusion always begins by ignoring a word and ends by stealing an inheritance.

1. Nicodemus Had Religious Papers but No Spiritual Life

Nicodemus approached Christ with credentials that would have impressed nearly every
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religious man in Jerusalem. He was “a man of the Pharisees,” “a ruler of the Jews,” and “a
master of Israel” (John 3:1, 10). He possessed education, position, morality, tradition,
national heritage, and knowledge of the Scriptures. If entrance into God’s kingdom could
be earned through respectable religion, Nicodemus should have received a seat near the
throne. Yet Christ did not congratulate him, admire his academic record, or request his
endorsement. He cut through the robes, titles, and reputation with one sentence: “Except a
man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” The word “except” bars every side
entrance. Nicodemus could not climb over the wall using Abraham’s genealogy, Moses’
law, Pharisaical discipline, or rabbinical learning. He needed life that none of those things

could produce.

The problem was not that Nicodemus lacked religion; it was that the life he possessed
came from Adam. Natural birth made him a human being, a Jew, and a physical
descendant of Abraham, but it left him spiritually dead in trespasses and sins. Adam’s
nature can be educated, civilized, restrained, decorated, and taught religious vocabulary,
yet it remains Adam’s nature. A pig may be scrubbed, perfumed, and entered into a county
fair, but turning it lLoose near the mud reveals that soap never changed the species. Christ
did not come to improve the old birth. He came to provide a new one. Second Corinthians



5:17 later declares, “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature.” God does not
renovate the condemned house and call it salvation. He creates something that did not
exist before.

Nicodemus understood Christ’s statement naturally and asked whether an old man could
enter his mother’s womb a second time. His confusion demonstrates the distance
between religion’s thinking and spiritual truth. A second physical birth would only produce
the same flesh again. Even if the impossible occurred and Nicodemus could repeat his
natural birth, he would emerge another child of Adam requiring the same salvation. Flesh
cannot give birth to spirit any more than a stone can hatch a bird. The difficulty was not
Nicodemus’s age but his nature. Christ’s answer did not direct him backward into the
womb; it directed him upward toward the Spirit. The kingdom of God cannot be entered
through an improved first birth. It requires a second birth from an entirely different source.

2. Born of Water and the Spirit Is Not Salvation by Plumbing

Christ explained, “Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the
kingdom of God.” Religious sacramentalists see the word “water” and immediately run for a
basin, as though the Holy Ghost had hidden eternal life inside a church faucet. But the
following verse supplies Christ’s own explanation: “That which is born of the flesh is flesh;
and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.” Two births are under discussion—a physical
birth producing flesh and a spiritual birth produced by the Spirit. Natural birth involves
water, as a child emerges from the mother’s womb, while the new birth comes from the
Holy Ghost. Nicodemus had already asked about entering the womb again, and Christ
answered the confusion by distinguishing the first birth from the second. The best
commentary on verse 5 is verse 6, but religion often prefers a ceremony it can control to an
explanation Christ has already supplied.

Water baptism cannot produce spiritual life. If it could, salvation would depend upon a
minister’s hand, a body of water, the correct formula, and the sinner remaining alive long
enough to reach the baptistery. The thief on the cross would have died outside the
kingdom, Paul could never have said, “Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the
gospel” (1 Corinthians 1:17), and every verse promising salvation through faith would
require a sacramental footnote. Water has a proper place as an outward testimony of
identification, but it cannot regenerate a dead spirit. A corpse lowered into water becomes
a wet corpse; it does not become a living man. Titus 3:5 says salvation is “not by works of
righteousness which we have done,” but according to God’s mercy, “by the washing of
regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost.” The washing that saves is performed by
God, not municipal plumbing.



The new birth occurs when the sinner receives Jesus Christ by faith. John 1:12-13 says,
“But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to
them that believe on his name,” and adds that they are born “not of blood, nor of the will of
the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” “Not of blood” excludes ancestry, “not of the
will of the flesh” excludes human effort, and “not of the will of man” excludes religious
authority. God performs the birth. The sinner hears the gospel, believes on the crucified
and risen Christ, and receives life from above. Ephesians 1:13 says that after hearing “the
gospel of your salvation” and believing, the sinner is sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise.
Heaven does not wait for a priest to validate what Christ’s blood and the Spirit’s power have
already accomplished.

3. Flesh and Blood Cannot Inherit What Only God Can Give

First Corinthians 15:50 declares, “Now this | say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot
inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption.” That statement
pronounces God’s final verdict upon Adam’s natural ability. Flesh may inherit money,
property, nationality, disease, facial features, and a family name, but it cannot inherit the
kingdom of God. Natural man belongs to a dying order. His body is corruptible, his nature is
fallen, and his best achievements remain marked by mortality. No government can legislate
incorruption into him, no university can educate death out of him, and no religious rite can
transform Adam’s blood into eternal life. Humanity’s problem is not merely poor behavior
produced by bad surroundings. Humanity’s problem is a fallen nature traveling toward a
grave.

The natural man’s inability is spiritual as well as physical. First Corinthians 2:14 says, “But
the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto
him.” He may study biblical languages, compare manuscripts, lecture on religious history,
and earn enough theological degrees to wallpaper his office, yet remain unable to receive
spiritual truth because the Spirit who reveals it does not dwell within him. Education can
sharpen the knife without cleansing the murderer who carries it. Intelligence increases
capacity; it does not change nature. A brilliant sinner is still a sinner, and a religious sinner
is often harder to reach because he has mistaken knowledge about God for life from God.
Nicodemus knew enough Scripture to teach Israel but not enough spiritual reality to
understand his own need for birth.

The believer’s future inheritance therefore requires bodily transformation as well as present
spiritual regeneration. Paul continues in First Corinthians 15 by revealing a mystery: “We
shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed” (verse 51). At the last trump for the Church,
the dead will be raised incorruptible and living believers will be changed. “This corruptible
must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality” (verse 53). The new



birth presently gives the believer spiritual life, but the body still awaits redemption. Romans
8:23 speaks of “the redemption of our body.” Salvation is so complete that God does not
merely rescue the soul and abandon the body to permanent ruin. The Spirit claims the
inner man now, and resurrection power will claim the mortal frame later. Grace begins with
a new birth and finishes with a body death can never repossess.

4. The Kingdom of God Is Righteousness, Peace, and Holy Ghost Joy

Romans 14:17 provides one of the clearest definitions of the kingdom’s present spiritual
character: “For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace,
and joy in the Holy Ghost.” Paul wrote in a context where believers were disputing over food
and observing days. One man ate all things, another ate herbs, and consciences differed
concerning practices. Paul did not deny the importance of holy conduct or doctrinal truth.
He placed secondary outward disputes beneath the greater realities produced by the Holy
Ghost. The kingdom of God is not established by what enters the stomach but by what God
produces in the redeemed inner man. Religion continually inventories plates, cups, robes,
days, candles, diets, ceremonies, and buildings because outward objects can be counted
and controlled. The Holy Ghost concerns Himself with righteousness, peace, and joy
because heaven looks past the table and examines the heart seated beside it.

Righteousness comes first because God’s kingdom is never built upon tolerated sin. The
believer possesses imputed righteousness through faith in Jesus Christ: “For he hath made
him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in
him” (2 Corinthians 5:21). That standing then produces practical righteousness as the Spirit
works through the yielded life. Peace follows because Romans 5:1 declares, “Therefore
being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” The sinner’s
war with God ends at Calvary when he trusts the One who bore his judgment. Joy then rises
“inthe Holy Ghost,” not from favorable circumstances, entertainment, money, applause, or
political victories. The world can manufacture excitement, distraction, and laughter, but it
cannot bottle the joy of a cleansed conscience. Babylon sells happiness by the hour; the
Holy Ghost produces joy that survives the funeral.

First Corinthians 4:20 adds, “For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power.” Paul was
not dismissing doctrine, for no apostle defended sound words more fiercely. He was
exposing empty talk that lacked spiritual reality. The Corinthians had teachers whose
speech was inflated while their lives were powerless. God’s kingdom is demonstrated
when the gospel raises a sinner from spiritual death, the Spirit defeats the flesh’s
dominion, truth renews the mind, and holiness appears where corruption once ruled. This
power is not theatrical noise, staged healing, emotional manipulation, or a preacher
knocking people backward with his coat. It is resurrection life operating inside redeemed



men and women. The devil is not frightened by religious vocabulary spoken by an
unchanged mouth. He recognizes the authority of truth living inside a yielded believer.

5. The Believer Is Translated Without Crossing an Earthly Border

Colossians 1:13 describes what God has already done for every saved person: He “hath
delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his
dear Son.” The verbs are completed. The believer is not waiting for a denomination to
approve his transfer or for death to begin his relationship with the King. God has delivered
him from one authority and translated him beneath another. This translation does not
require physical relocation, for a Christian may remain in the same country, house,
employment, and body after conversion. The transfer is spiritual and positional. Satan
loses his claim, sin loses its unquestioned mastery, and Christ becomes the believer’s
rightful Lord. The address may remain the same on earth while heaven records an entirely
different citizenship.

The next verse gives the basis of that transfer: “In whom we have redemption through his
blood, even the forgiveness of sins” (Colossians 1:14). No passport office on earth can
issue redemption through blood. Religious citizenship may place a name on a church roll,
but only Christ’s blood can remove sin from God’s record. Redemption means the price
has been paid, the captive has been purchased, and the former claim has been broken.
First Peter 1:18-19 says believers were not redeemed with corruptible things such as silver
and gold, “But with the precious blood of Christ.” Men may purchase property, influence,
legal status, and political favors with money, but heaven’s citizenship cost blood that no
sinner could supply. Christ paid a price so infinite that salvation must be received as a gift
because nobody could make a down payment.

Translation into Christ’s kingdom does not mean the believer becomes sinlessly perfectin
daily conduct or that the present world has become Christ’s visible kingdom. The Christian
still carries the flesh, lives among hostile powers, and must reckon himself dead to sin. But
he now belongs to another authority and possesses the Holy Ghost as the earnest of his
inheritance. Philippians 3:20 says, “For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we
look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.” The word “conversation” includes citizenship
and manner of life. A believer lives upon earth as a representative of heaven while awaiting
the Saviour from heaven. He is not an ambassador because this world has already
submitted to Christ; he is an ambassador because it has not. Embassies are placed in
foreign territory, and faithful ambassadors do not rewrite their King’s message to win
approval from the country that rejected Him.

6. The Church Is Christ’s Body, Not Israel’s Throne in Disguise



The Church and the kingdom of God are related, but they are not identical expressions. The
kingdom of God describes the sphere of God’s rule, authority, righteousness, and life. The
Church is the particular body Christ is forming during the present dispensation. First
Corinthians 12:13 explains, “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we
be Jews or Gentiles.” Entrance into the body occurs through the Holy Ghost’s baptism, not
through national ancestry or outward membership. Ephesians 1:22-23 calls the Church
Christ’s body, “the fulness of him that filleth all in all.” This union is unique. Old Testament
saints were saved by faith, and future kingdom saints will belong to God, but neither group
is retroactively made part of a mystery body God had not yet formed.

The Church is also not Israel spiritualized. Israel was promised land, national restoration,
David’s throne, Jerusalem’s exaltation, and earthly blessing beneath the Messiah. The
Church is blessed “with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ” (Ephesians 1:3),
joined to a heavenly Head, and destined to be caught up to meet Him in the air. Confusing
the two does not enrich biblical theology; it robs both households. Israel loses the
promises God swore to her fathers, and the Church loses its distinctive heavenly calling.
Romans 11 expressly distinguishes Israel from the Gentiles and warns the Gentile
branches not to boast. God has not cast away His people, and Israel remains “beloved for
the fathers’ sakes” (Romans 11:28). A Church that must steal Israel’s throne to feel
important has forgotten where it is already seated.

Nor is the Church equivalent to outward Christendom. A man may join a congregation,
receive water baptism, take communion, hold office, sing in the choir, and remain outside
both the spiritual body and the kingdom of God. Second Timothy 2:19 declares, “The Lord
knoweth them that are his.” Human rolls contain names heaven never entered, and human
institutions may remove names heaven refuses to erase. Membership in Christ comes
through faith and the Spirit, not stationery and a vote. The visible religious organization may
contain saved and lost people, while the true body of Christ consists entirely of
regenerated believers. Christendom is a mixed field; Christ’s body is a living organism. One
can be entered through paperwork, but the other requires resurrection power.

7. Spiritual Citizenship Does Not Authorize Political Kingdom Building

Because believers presently belong beneath God’s rule, they should live as loyal subjects
of Jesus Christ. Romans 6:12 commands, “Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body.”
The believer has been delivered from sin’s absolute dominion, but he must yield his
members to God as instruments of righteousness. Grace does not place Christ’s flag over
the soul and then permit the flesh to operate a private rebellion in the basement. The
spiritual kingdom carries practical consequences. A Christian should speak truth, reject
corruption, mortify sinful desires, love the brethren, preach the gospel, and obey the



written word. The King who saved us deserves more than doctrinal recognition. He
deserves daily surrender. It is an odd citizen who sings about the kingdom on Sunday and
spends Monday supplying weapons to the old ruler.

Present spiritual citizenship does not mean the Church has been commissioned to
establish Christ’s political kingdom before He returns. Christians should act responsibly in
society, oppose evil, defend what is right, vote according to biblical conviction, help their
neighbors, and use lawful freedom for good. But those activities cannot produce the
Millennium. No election can place Jesus Christ upon David’s throne, bind Satan in the
bottomless pit, restore Israel, lift the curse, or cause the nations to beat their swords into
plowshares. The Stone of Daniel 2 does not slowly improve Nebuchadnezzar’s image; it
strikes and destroys it. Political involvement may restrain evil for a season, but restraint is
not regeneration, and a cleaner Babylon is still Babylon. The gospel can save a politician,
but politics cannot save a sinner.

The Church’s hope is therefore not the gradual Christianization of the world but the
personal return of Jesus Christ. Titus 2:13 calls us to look for “that blessed hope, and the
glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.” Before the Tribulation
judgments fall and before Christ descends to establish His visible kingdom, the body of
Christ will be caught up to meet the Lord in the air. Our heavenly calling does not produce
earthly laziness; it produces urgency. The time is short, souls are perishing, apostasy is
spreading, and the embassy may be recalled at any moment. The believer should occupy
faithfully without pretending he owns the territory. We are recruiting sinners for the King,
not negotiating a coalition government with the devil.

Conclusion

The kingdom of God cannot be entered through a passport, palace, political party, family
tree, baptismal pool, denominational office, or program of social reform. Christ placed one
requirement before Nicodemus that religious pride could neither purchase nor perform:
“Ye must be born again.” Natural birth produces flesh, and flesh cannot inherit what
belongs to the Spirit. The new birth comes from God when the sinner receives Jesus Christ
by faith in His finished death, burial, and resurrection. The Holy Ghost gives life, seals the
believer, places him into Christ’s body, and translates him from the power of darkness into
the kingdom of God’s dear Son. Salvation does not make Adam more presentable. It places
the believer in Christ, where heaven sees him beneath an entirely new Head.

This present spiritual reality neither cancels Israel’s promises nor establishes the visible
kingdom of heaven. Christ has not abandoned David’s throne, surrendered Jerusalem, or
converted the Millennium into a religious feeling. The King now rules within redeemed



people while awaiting the day when He will rule openly over the nations. The Church
belongs to God’s spiritual kingdom but remains Christ’s distinct body with a heavenly
calling. Israel remains Israel, the Church remains the Church, and the future kingdom
remains future. Right division does not tear the Bible apart. It prevents theologians from
sewing every garment together until Joseph’s coat, Aaron’s robe, and the Bride’s wedding
dress become one shapeless religious blanket.

The question is not whether a man carries the correct earthly papers but whether heaven
has given him life. A sinner may be a respected citizen, loyal party member, decorated
veteran, ordained minister, baptized church member, and generous neighbor while
remaining spiritually dead. God does not ask whether Adam has improved his résumé. He
asks whether the sinner is in Christ. The visible King will return soon, but no man will
rejoice beneath His righteous government who has never received His saving grace. Today
the door stands open, the blood has been shed, the gospel has been preached, and eternal
life is offered freely through Jesus Christ. The kingdom requires no passport because the
King Himself is the Door.

8 of 10: The Kingdom of Heaven and the Kingdom of God — The Beast’s Counterfeit
Crown Before the True King Returns

Key Passage: Revelation 13:7-8

“And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power
was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations. And all that dwell upon the earth
shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from
the foundation of the world.”

Introduction

Before the true King returns to establish His visible kingdom, the world will embrace a
counterfeit king who offers unity without truth, peace without righteousness, prosperity
without liberty, religion without God, and a kingdom without Jesus Christ. The Antichrist will
not arrive wearing a red suit and carrying a pitchfork. He will come with answers,
diplomacy, power, signs, promises, and a polished solution for a world exhausted by
chaos. Mankind has always preferred a flattering tyrant to a righteous King. Jesus Christ
came in His Father’s name and was rejected; the counterfeit will come in his own name
and be received. Christ warned Israel, “| am come in my Father’s name, and ye receive me
not: if another shall come in his own name, him ye will receive” (John 5:43). The world that



mocked the crown of thorns will bow before the Beast’s borrowed crown because fallen
man does not object to kingship. He objects to the King who tells him he is a sinner.

The Tribulation will not be an intensified version of the present Church Age, and its
instructions must not be dumped upon the body of Christ like furniture delivered to the
wrong address. Daniel’s seventieth week concerns Daniel’s people and holy city—Israel
and Jerusalem. The Church is a mystery body with a heavenly calling, promised deliverance
“from the wrath to come” (1 Thessalonians 1:10). After the Church is caught up, God will
resume His prophetic dealings with Israel, permit the man of sin to rise, judge the nations,
preserve a remnant, and prepare the earth for the return of Jesus Christ. When Matthew 24
speaks of Judea, the sabbath day, the abomination of desolation, flight into the mountains,
and endurance unto the end, it is not describing a comfortable Gentile congregation
deciding whether to cancel Wednesday service. It is describing Jews fighting for survival
during Daniel’s final week.

The Beast’s kingdom will look invincible because it will be Satan’s final political
masterpiece. The dragon will give him “his power, and his seat, and great authority”
(Revelation 13:2). He will possess international reach, military power, economic control,
religious worship, supernatural deception, and a propaganda system capable of making
rebellion appear reasonable. Yet his authority will be borrowed, limited, and temporary.
Revelation repeatedly says power is “given unto him,” because even at the height of his
blasphemy the Beast remains a chained dog operating within the length of God’s
permission. His kingdom will shine like gold-plated iron, but the Stone of Daniel 2 is already
moving toward its feet. Satan may hold a counterfeit coronation, but heaven has scheduled
the demolition.

1. Satan Has Wanted God’s Throne Since Iniquity Entered Him

The Antichrist’s ambition begins with the devil who empowers him. Isaiah 14 records
Lucifer’s five great declarations of self-will: “l will ascend into heaven,” “l will exalt my
throne above the stars of God,” “l will sit also upon the mount of the congregation,” “I will
ascend above the heights of the clouds,” and “l will be like the most High” (Isaiah 14:13-14).
Satan’s central lust has always been governmental and religious. He wants a throne, a
congregation, a kingdom, and worship. He does not merely desire to persuade men to
commit isolated sins; he wants to replace God as the recognized ruler of creation. Every
false kingdom in history has carried something of that original rebellion, but the Beast will
embody it openly. The Antichrist is Satan’s answer to Jesus Christ—the devil’s king seated
over the devil’s imitation of divine order.



Ezekiel 28 describes the anointed cherub who was perfect in his ways until iniquity was
found in him. He walked among the stones of fire, possessed beauty and wisdom, and then
corrupted his wisdom because of his brightness. Satan’s fall did not begin with ugliness but
with beauty admired apart from God. That pattern explains why his final ruler will be
attractive to the world. The Antichrist will not first present himself as the destroyer of
civilization. He will appear as its saviour. Daniel 8:25 says, “By peace shall destroy many.”
He will turn diplomacy into a weapon, stability into bait, and international confidence into
chains. A burglar who kicks down the door awakens the house; a burglar dressed as a
security officer is invited inside and given the alarm code.

Satan revealed his political authority during Christ’s temptation when he showed the Lord
“all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them” and offered them in exchange for
worship (Matthew 4:8-9). Christ did not deny that Satan possessed present authority over
those kingdoms; He refused the offer because He would receive the earth from His Father
in righteousness rather than from the devil through compromise. The Beast will accept the
arrangement Christ rejected. He will receive the kingdoms by worshipping the dragon and
become the human administrator of satanic world dominion. Every politician who believes
power is worth any compromise is practicing on a small stage for the Beast’s final
performance. The Antichrist will simply take that principle to its logical conclusion: gain the
whole world, worship the devil, and lose everything when the true King appears.

2. Daniel’s Seventieth Week Returns Israel to the Prophetic Center

Daniel 9:24 identifies the subjects and location of the seventy weeks: “Seventy weeks are
determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city.” Daniel’s people are Israel, and his holy
city is Jerusalem. The Church is neither one. The prophecy concerns Israel’s transgression,
reconciliation, everlasting righteousness, prophetic fulfillment, and the anointing of the
most Holy. Sixty-nine weeks lead to Messiah the Prince, after which Messiah is “cut off, but
not for himself” (Daniel 9:26). That cutting off occurred at Calvary. The destruction of
Jerusalem followed under Roman armies, but the final week remains unfulfilled because
the prophetic clock stopped when Israel rejected her King and God revealed the mystery
body of Christ. A clock stopped between two appointed hours does not erase the second
appointment.

The seventieth week begins when a coming prince confirms “the covenant with many for
one week” (Daniel 9:27). In the midst of the week, he causes sacrifice and oblation to
cease and brings the abomination of desolation. This seven-year period divides into two
halves, with the last three and a half years receiving repeated prophetic emphasis as “a
time and times and the dividing of time,” forty-two months, and 1,260 days. The precision is
fatal to those who turn the Tribulation into a general symbol of human suffering. God



numbers the period because He has placed limits around the Beast’s authority. The devil
may rage, but he does so while heaven watches the calendar. Hell is always loudest when
its time is shortest.

The Church must be distinguished from the seventieth week because God has not
appointed the body of Christ to wrath. First Thessalonians 5:9 says, “For God hath not
appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ.” The Lord will
descend, the dead in Christ will rise, living believers will be caught up, and the Church will
meet Him in the air before Daniel’s final week runs its course. The removal of the restraining
influence associated with the Spirit-indwelt body permits the man of sin to be revealed,
though the Holy Ghost will continue working according to God’s purposes during the
Tribulation. The Rapture does not end salvation; it ends the Church’s present earthly
ministry and removes the body before Israel’s prophetic clock resumes. God knows the
difference between His bride and the nation He is preparing to restore, even when
prophecy conferences occasionally misplace both.

3. The Beast Will Ride Into Chaos Wearing the Costume of Peace

Revelation 6 opens the Tribulation judgments with a rider upon a white horse. He has a
bow, receives a crown, and goes forth “conquering, and to conquer” (Revelation 6:2). He
imitates Christ’s appearance in Revelation 19, but the resemblance is counterfeit. The true
Christ wears many crowns and carries the sharp sword of His word; the false christ
receives a single crown and carries a bow with no arrow mentioned. He advances first
through political conquest, persuasion, intimidation, and manufactured peace. The world
will see a deliverer capable of bringing order from crisis. It will not recognize that the
medicine and the disease came from the same pharmacy. Satan creates the panic, offers
the solution, and charges the patient his soul.

Daniel describes this ruler as a “little horn” that rises among the final form of Gentile
power, speaks great words, makes war with the saints, and prevails until the Ancient of
days intervenes. Revelation 13 sees a beast rising from the sea with seven heads, ten
horns, and ten crowns. The sea pictures the restless mass of nations, while the Beast
concentrates the military, political, and blasphemous characteristics of former empires.
Like a final monster assembled from pieces of Babylon, Persia, Greece, and Rome, he
becomes the mature expression of Gentile world dominion. Human empire began in
rebellion against God and ends by placing blasphemy upon every head. Civilization
improves its machines while preserving Nimrod’s heart.

The Beast’s apparent recovery from a deadly wound will flood the world with amazement.
Revelation 13:3 says, “His deadly wound was healed: and all the world wondered after the



beast.” Whether this involves the ruler personally, the political head he represents, or both
in satanic imitation of resurrection, the effect is worldwide deception and worship. Men will
ask, “Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him?” (Revelation 13:4). The
words deliberately counterfeit the worship due to God. Humanity will mistake survival for
deity, power for righteousness, and military invincibility for divine approval. A world that
dismissed Christ’s bodily resurrection as a religious legend will embrace the Beast’s lying
imitation before the evening broadcast ends.

4. The Covenant of Peace Will Become a Contract With Death

The Antichrist’s rise will be tied to covenant, diplomacy, and promises of security. Daniel
9:27 says he will confirm a covenant with many for one week. Israel and the surrounding
world will see in him the political answer to generations of conflict. Isaiah 28 speaks of
rulers making “a covenant with death” and an “agreement with hell,” believing that the
overflowing scourge will not reach them. God replies that the covenant will be disannulled
and the agreement will not stand. False peace is always rented by the hour. It works only
until the liar who wrote the contract decides the signature no longer serves him.

In the midst of the week, the Beast will reveal the blasphemous purpose concealed behind
diplomacy. He will stop the sacrifice, violate the covenant, and establish the abomination
of desolation. Second Thessalonians 2 identifies him as “that man of sin” and “the son of
perdition,” who “opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is
worshipped.” He will sit “in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God” (2
Thessalonians 2:3-4). Satan’s politician will become Satan’s object of worship. The peace
agreement was never the destination; it was the hallway leading to the throne room.
Tyrants frequently promise safety when they need consent and demand worship after they
obtain control.

Christ warned those living in that day to recognize “the abomination of desolation, spoken
of by Daniel the prophet” standing in the holy place (Matthew 24:15). Those in Judaea must
flee into the mountains without delay. They are told to pray that their flight not occur in
winter or on the sabbath day. The setting is unmistakably Jewish, geographical, temple-
centered, and Tribulational. Applying this passage indiscriminately to the Church produces
doctrinal nonsense. The Christian does not watch for an abomination in a rebuilt Jewish
temple; he watches for Christ to call His body upward. The Tribulation remnant will watch
prophetic events unfold on earth after the Church has already heard the shout from
heaven.

5. The Mark Will Turn Commerce Into a Confession of Worship



Revelation 13 introduces a second beast, the false prophet, who exercises the authority of
the first Beast and directs the earth to worship him. He performs great wonders, makes fire
come down from heaven, deceives earth-dwellers through miracles, and commands the
construction of an image to the Beast. The image is given apparent life and power to speak,
and those refusing worship are killed. Satan’s counterfeit kingdom therefore contains a
false father, false christ, and false spirit—a blasphemous imitation of the Godhead. The
dragon gives authority, the Beast receives worship, and the false prophet performs signs.
Hell copies heaven because evil has never created anything original. The devil is a
counterfeiter with an eternal shortage of imagination.

The mark of the Beast binds economic life to religious allegiance. The false prophet causes
all classes of people to receive a mark “in their right hand, or in their foreheads,” so that no
man may buy or sell without “the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his
name” (Revelation 13:16-17). Commerce becomes confession. A loaf of bread, a place of
employment, medical access, housing, and ordinary survival will be placed behind an act
of worship. The Beast will not be content to control public government while leaving private
conscience untouched. Totalitarian power always moves from regulating conduct to
demanding the soul. When the state becomes god, purchasing groceries becomes a
sacrament.

The number is identified as six hundred threescore and six. Scripture says it is “the number
of a man,” and wisdom will be required to count it. Every new barcode, microchip, digital
currency, biometric system, and identification program is not automatically the mark.
Technology may construct the road over which the Beast’s economic control travels, but
the mark itself belongs to the revealed Antichrist and involves conscious allegiance to his
worship. Careless sensationalism cries “the mark” whenever a machine receives an
upgrade, while doctrinal care waits for the man, image, worship, and prophetic setting the
Bible names. The Christian should observe the development of centralized control without
rewriting Revelation to match every headline. Prophecy is not a dartboard on which every
new gadget becomes a bull’s-eye.

6. The Gospel of the Kingdom Will Sound Again Before the End

During the Tribulation, the gospel of the kingdom will again be preached in direct
connection with the approaching visible reign of Christ. Matthew 24:14 says, “And this
gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and
then shall the end come.” The message resembles the announcement made by John,
Christ, and the twelve because the King’s return is again near. This does not mean sinners
are saved apart from Christ’s blood or through an opposing Saviour. It means the
dispensational content and immediate prophetic expectation differ from Paul’s present



emphasis upon the completed death, burial, and resurrection of Christ and membership in
His body. The gospel of grace calls sinners into a heavenly body; the Tribulation kingdom
witness announces the earthly King’s imminent return.

Matthew 24 also says, “He that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved” (verse
13). Pulling that sentence from the Tribulation and placing it upon the Church destroys
eternal security and turns salvation into successful survival. The context contains
worldwide persecution, false christs, the abomination of desolation, Judean flight, sabbath
conditions, and unprecedented trouble. Tribulation saints will face pressure to worship the
Beast, receive his mark, and abandon Christ. Revelation 14 warns that anyone who
worships the Beast and receives his mark will drink the wine of God’s wrath. Endurance in
that setting is not a Church-Age requirement added to Paul’s gospel. Itis a command to
saints living beneath the Beast’s murderous system while awaiting the appearing of the
King. Wrong division can turn a promise for one company into terror for another.

God will provide unmistakable witnesses during this period. Revelation 7 seals 144,000
servants from the named tribes of Israel-—not a denomination that discovered tribal
identities beneath its church directory. Revelation 11 places two witnesses in Jerusalem,
where they prophesy for 1,260 days with miraculous power. Revelation 14 shows an angel
preaching “the everlasting gospel” to every nation, kindred, tongue, and people,
commanding men to fear God because “the hour of his judgmentis come.” Israel returns to
the prophetic center, supernatural signs reappear, and the approaching judgment
dominates the message. The world will not perish for lack of warning. It will hear truth from
sealed Jews, two invincible witnesses, an angel flying through heaven, and judgments
shaking creation. Men who insist they would believe if God became more obvious will
receive obviousness in thunder and still worship the Beast.

7. The Heavens Will Open and the Counterfeit Will Lose His Crown

The Beast’s career ends when the true King appears. Revelation 19:11 says, “And | saw
heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful
and True.” This Rider is no counterfeit diplomat carrying a bow and promising temporary
peace. “In righteousness he doth judge and make war.” His eyes are as a flame of fire, upon
His head are many crowns, and His vesture is dipped in blood. His name is called “The
Word of God.” The same Word whom scholars corrected, politicians ignored, religious
leaders rejected, and the Beast blasphemed descends as the final authority over history.
Men spent the age treating Christ’s word like an opinion; He ends the age by treating their
kingdoms like dust.



The armies of heaven follow Him, and a sharp sword proceeds from His mouth to smite the
nations. He rules them with a rod of iron and treads “the winepress of the fierceness and
wrath of Almighty God” (Revelation 19:15). The gentle Jesus invented by sentimental
religion disappears when the biblical Christ rides onto the battlefield. The Lamb is still the
Lamb, but the Lamb has wrath. The hands pierced for sinners now seize the government of
the earth. The King does not return to negotiate a power-sharing arrangement with
Antichrist, recognize the Beast’s electoral mandate, or request permission from
international courts. Omnipotence does not debate blasphemy. It ends it.

The Beast and false prophet are captured and cast alive into the lake of fire. Their armies
are destroyed, their propaganda ends, their economic system collapses, and their
worshippers discover that the kingdom advertised as permanent could not survive one
appearance of Jesus Christ. Satan is then bound in the bottomless pit, and Christ
establishes His thousand-year reign. The Beast’s crown was borrowed, his authority
permitted, his signs counterfeit, his peace temporary, and his future already written. His
entire career fits between the words “given unto him” and the lake of fire. Satan’s
masterpiece becomes God’s footstool. The counterfeit kingdom does not fade through
cultural progress; it is crushed beneath the returning King.

Conclusion

The Tribulation will bring the conflict between the true and false kingdoms into open view.
Satan’s ancient ambition for God’s throne will take political form through the Antichrist.
Daniel’s seventieth week will resume Israel’s prophetic calendar, the Beast will rise through
deceptive peace, the covenant will be broken, the temple will be profaned, commerce will
become worship, and persecution will fall upon those refusing the mark. Yet God will seal
His servants, empower His witnesses, proclaim the approaching kingdom, preserve a
remnant, and limit every movement of the enemy. The Beast may rule over nations, but he
never rules outside God’s timetable. Satan may control the microphone, but he does not
write the final announcement.

This period must remain distinct from the present dispensation of grace. The Church
watches for Jesus Christ, not the Antichrist. Its hope is the Rapture, not endurance through
Daniel’s seventieth week. Tribulation instructions concerning Judea, the sabbath, temple
desecration, the mark, and endurance unto the end should not be used to place members
of Christ’s body beneath a salvation system God never assigned to them. Right division
does not weaken prophetic urgency; it directs every warning to its proper audience. A fire
alarm placed in the wrong building may produce panic where there is no fire and silence
where the flames are already climbing the wall.



The world will embrace the Beast because it wants Christ’s kingdom benefits without
Christ’s righteous authority. It wants peace but not the Prince of Peace, unity but not truth,
prosperity but not holiness, supernatural power but not God, and a crown without the
cross. Satan will give mankind exactly that counterfeit for one brief, terrible hour. Then
heaven will open. The white horse will appear, the Word of God will descend, the imitation
king will be seized, and every borrowed crown will fall before Jesus Christ. The Beast will
look invincible until the true King enters the field—and one glimpse of the King will turn the
devil’s global empire into a footnote beside the lake of fire.

9 of 10: The Kingdom of Heaven and the Kingdom of God — The Stone That Will Smash
Man’s Kingdoms Into Powder

Key Passage: Daniel 2:44-45

“And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never
be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces
and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. Forasmuch as thou sawest
that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it brake in pieces the
iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold; the great God hath made known to the king
what shall come to pass hereafter: and the dream is certain, and the interpretation thereof
sure.”

Introduction

The kingdom of heaven will not arrive because civilization finally attends enough Bible
studies to improve its manners. It will not be established through cultural renewal,
interfaith cooperation, political activism, ecumenical agreements, educational reform,
Christian reconstruction, or a worldwide election in which Jesus Christ receives fifty-one
percent of the vote. The kingdom will come when the heavens open and the rejected King
returns bodily to destroy His enemies, deliver Israel, judge the nations, bind Satan, and sit
upon the throne of David. Daniel did not see Nebuchadnezzar’s image gradually attending
church until it became a mountain. He saw a Stone strike the image, crush every material
in it, scatter the remains like chaff, and fill the whole earth. God’s kingdom does not
renovate fallen empire. It replaces it. Human government will not mature into the
Millennium any more than a corpse will mature into a resurrection body by receiving better
exercise.



The prophetic Stone is Jesus Christ, the One whom Israel’s builders rejected and whom
God appointed as the head of the corner. At His first coming, men stumbled over Him in
humiliation. At His second coming, the kingdoms of this world will be crushed beneath Him
in judgment. The same Christ whom Rome crowned with thorns will return wearing many
crowns. The same hands that wicked men nailed to wood will take the government of the
earth. The same mouth that prayed for His murderers will speak the sword that destroys the
armies gathered against Him. Sentimental religion likes a harmless Jesus who blesses
children, feeds crowds, and remains permanently nailed to a crucifix where religious
professionals can manage Him. The Bible’s Christ stepped out of the tomb, ascended
through the heavens, and will return as “KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS”
(Revelation 19:16). He is not returning to accept another trial before Pilate.

The Millennium will be a literal thousand-year reign of Jesus Christ upon the earth.
Jerusalem will serve as the center of government, Israel will be restored beneath her
Messiah, the nations will be judged and governed, Satan will be imprisoned, creation’s
curse will be restrained, and the law will go forth from Zion. The visible kingdom of heaven
will then display the spiritual righteousness of the kingdom of God under one perfect King.
The distinction between the kingdoms will remain meaningful, but their harmony will
become openly visible. Heaven’s authority will govern the earth, and God’s righteous rule
will operate through the throne of David. For the first time since Adam surrendered
dominion, the outward government and the inward character of the King will agree
perfectly. Earth has endured thousands of years of sinners writing laws for other sinners;
the Millennium will begin when the Lawgiver Himself takes the chair.

1. Nebuchadnezzar’s Image Displays the Whole Failure of Gentile Dominion

Daniel 2 begins with a Gentile king troubled by a dream he cannot remember or interpret.
Nebuchadnezzar demands that Babylon’s magicians, astrologers, sorcerers, and
Chaldeans reveal both the dream and its meaning. Their failure exposes the impotence of
the entire occult bureaucracy. They had built careers upon pretending to unlock hidden
things, but one forgotten dream emptied their bag of tricks. Daniel then seeks the God of
heaven, who reveals “the deep and secret things” (Daniel 2:22). The contrast is deliberate.
Babylon’s experts possessed titles, robes, charts, and royal salaries; Daniel possessed
access to the God who wrote tomorrow before Babylon existed. When heaven reveals
history, human speculation becomes unemployed.

The image Nebuchadnezzar saw had a head of gold, breast and arms of silver, belly and
thighs of brass, legs of iron, and feet partly of iron and partly of clay. Daniel identified the
head of gold as Babylon, while the descending metals portrayed the succession of Gentile
world powers. The image moves from gold to silver, brass, iron, and finally a brittle mixture



of iron and clay. Its apparent strength increases in hardness while its value declines and its
internal unity disintegrates. That is an excellent portrait of human government: better
weapons, cheaper character, stronger machinery, weaker men. Civilization accumulates
information while losing wisdom, builds taller structures while producing smaller souls,
and congratulates itself because the chains now come with electronic controls.

The image represents more than isolated ancient empires. It presents Gentile dominion as
one continuous human system standing in defiance of God until the final divided kingdom
appears in the feet and toes. Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, Rome, and the final form of
Gentile power share the same fallen ambition. One kingdom replaces another, but Adam
remains on every throne. Flags change, capitals move, constitutions are rewritten, and
uniforms receive new decorations, yet pride, greed, violence, deception, and idolatry
survive every revolution. Mankind keeps replacing the driver while leaving the vehicle
pointed toward the cliff. The image looks impressive, but God has already marked its
weakest point and selected the Stone that will strike it.

2. The Stone Strikes the Image Instead of Reforming It

Daniel saw “a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the image upon his feet”
(Daniel 2:34). “Without hands” marks supernatural origin. This kingdom is not constructed
by human organization, political strategy, denominational cooperation, or cultural
influence. Men do not cut the Stone, guide the Stone, elect the Stone, or teach the Stone
where to land. God sends it. Jesus Christ came the first time through virgin birth, apart from
Adam’s ordinary generation, and He will return by supernatural intervention from heaven.
Human government will not invite Him. The Beast will not surrender the keys after a
gracious transition meeting. Christ will strike the final form of Gentile power precisely
where prophecy placed it.

The Stone does not become part of the image. It does not improve the iron, purify the brass,
polish the silver, or persuade the clay to cooperate more effectively. It strikes, breaks,
consumes, and replaces. Daniel says the iron, clay, brass, silver, and gold were “broken to
pieces together” and became “like the chaff of the summer threshingfloors” (Daniel 2:35).
The wind carried them away until “no place was found for them.” That language is
impossible to reconcile with the idea that the Church gradually Christianizes human
government into the kingdom. The image is not converted; it is pulverized. God does not
place a Christian bumper sticker on Nebuchadnezzar’s statue. He turns the whole thing
into dust.

After destroying the image, the Stone becomes “a great mountain, and filled the whole
earth.” In Scripture, mountains frequently picture kingdoms and governmental authority.



The Stone’s enlargement follows its destructive impact, not centuries of gradual religious
influence before the impact. Christ first judges the rebellious nations and then establishes
His universal reign. Psalm 2 gives the same order: the nations rage, God installs His King
upon Zion, the Son breaks His enemies with a rod of iron, and the earth becomes His
inheritance. The kingdom grows from divine conquest, not human improvement. Before the
mountain fills the earth, the Stone clears the ground. Grace offers peace now; prophecy
promises a rod later.

3. Daniel’s Son of Man Receives the Dominion Stolen by Beasts

Daniel 7 shows the same course of Gentile dominion through four great beasts rising from
the sea. The lion, bear, leopard, and dreadful fourth beast correspond to the kingdoms
pictured by the materials in Daniel 2, but the viewpoint has changed. Nebuchadnezzar saw
human empire as a magnificent metallic image because pagan rulers admire what they
build. God showed Daniel the same kingdoms as savage animals because heaven sees
what those empires actually are. Man erects a statue; God uncovers a zoo. Behind the
polished speeches, military parades, marble courts, and patriotic monuments stand
predatory powers devouring flesh. Civilization wears perfume, but the Beast still smells
blood.

The final beast possesses ten horns, corresponding to the divided final form represented by
the image’s toes. A little horn rises among them, speaks great words against the Most High,
persecutes the saints, and seeks to change times and laws. This is the Antichrist ruling over
the final Gentile confederacy. He gathers political power, blasphemes God, and makes war
against those who refuse his authority. His kingdom will appear invincible until “the Ancient
of days” sits and the heavenly court passes judgment. Daniel 7:11 sees the beast slain and
his body given to the burning flame. The politician hailed as mankind’s last hope becomes
fuel for divine judgment. Hell’s greatest statesman cannot survive one sentence from
heaven’s court.

Then “one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven” and received “dominion,
and glory, and a kingdom” (Daniel 7:13-14). All people, nations, and languages serve Him,
and His dominion will not pass away. Jesus Christ repeatedly called Himself “the Son of
man” because He is Daniel’s promised King. When He told the high priest that they would
see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven, the high priest understood the claim
and tore his clothes. Christ was declaring that the prisoner standing before Israel’s council
would become the Judge before whom every kingdom stands. The robes tore at His first
coming; the heavens will tear open at His second.

4. The True King Will Descend Bodily and Stand Upon the Earth



Revelation 19 describes the return of Christ in language too violent for sentimental religion
and too literal for the allegorist. Heaven opens, and the Faithful and True Rider appears
upon a white horse. “In righteousness he doth judge and make war” (Revelation 19:11). His
eyes are as a flame of fire, many crowns rest upon His head, and His name is called “The
Word of God.” The armies of heaven follow Him, and a sharp sword proceeds from His
mouth to smite the nations. This is not the gospel gradually influencing civilization. It is the
King invading a world that has assembled its armies against Him. The Prince of Peace
establishes peace by destroying the rebellion that made peace impossible.

Zechariah 14 places the returning King at Jerusalem. “Then shall the LORD go forth, and
fight against those nations, as when he fought in the day of battle” (verse 3). His feet will
stand upon the Mount of Olives, the mountain will divide, Jerusalem will be transformed,
and living waters will flow from the city. Verse 9 declares, “And the LORD shall be king over
all the earth.” The feet are real feet, the mountain is a real mountain, Jerusalem is a real
city, and the earth is the real earth. The same Jesus who ascended bodily from the Mount of
Olives will return bodily to it. No church council, papal throne, denominational
headquarters, or spiritualized metaphor can fulfill a promise involving the Lord’s feet upon
a named piece of ground.

Christ’s return will also deliver Israel from the nations gathered against Jerusalem.
Zechariah 12:10 says Israel will look upon the One “whom they have pierced” and mourn
for Him. The rejected Messiah will be recognized as the returning Deliverer. Romans 11:26
promises, “There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness
from Jacob.” Israel’s salvation will not result from superior military technology, diplomatic
skill, or the charity of Gentile institutions. The nation will be cornered beyond human
rescue, and then the King she refused will descend to save her. Grace has a way of making
the Deliverer the very One pride once despised.

5. The Nations Will Stand Before the Throne They Tried to Prevent

After Christ returns, He will judge the surviving nations. Matthew 25:31 says, “When the
Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon
the throne of his glory.” The timing is explicit: the judgment occurs when Christ comes in
glory and sits upon His earthly throne. “Before him shall be gathered all nations,” and He
separates them as a shepherd divides sheep from goats. This is not the Great White Throne
judgment of the resurrected dead after the Millennium. It is a judgment of living nations at
the threshold of Christ’s kingdom. Right division keeps two thrones from becoming one
theological folding chair.



The treatment of “these my brethren” supplies the visible evidence considered in the
judgment. During the Tribulation, the Beast will persecute Israel’s remnant and those who
bear witness to the approaching kingdom. Nations and individuals will reveal their
allegiance by how they receive or reject the King’s representatives. Offering food, water,
clothing, shelter, and aid will be dangerous under a system that controls commerce and
punishes opposition. These actions will not purchase eternal life as though salvation were
sold for a sandwich. They will manifest faith and allegiance in a period when helping
Christ’s brethren may cost a man his life. Works do not create the heart; they expose which
ruler already possesses it.

The sheep nations enter the kingdom prepared “from the foundation of the world,” while
the goats depart into everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels. The Millennium
therefore begins with judged nations and a cleansed governmental order. Christ does not
inherit the Beast’s administration unchanged and appoint a few Christian advisers. He
removes hostile powers, separates rebels, and establishes righteous authority. The United
Nations will not supervise the proceeding, and no international court will review the
verdict. The Judge bears nail prints proving that the world rejected mercy before He arrived
to administer justice. The throne men refused becomes the throne from which their
kingdoms are examined.

6. Jerusalem Will Become the Capital of a Literal Thousand-Year Reign

Revelation 20 repeatedly identifies the duration of Christ’s reign as “a thousand years.”
Satan is bound for a thousand years, the saints reign with Christ for a thousand years, the
rest of the dead do not live again until the thousand years are finished, and Satan is
released when the thousand years expire. God repeats the measurement because He
knows religious men will spend centuries explaining that it does not measure anything. Six
references should settle the matter, but allegory has a remarkable appetite. When a
theologian can swallow a thousand years six times and still claim nothing literal entered his
stomach, only surgery from Second Timothy 2:15 can help him.

Satan will be physically confined in the bottomless pit so that he can “deceive the nations
no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled” (Revelation 20:3). The present world
plainly does not meet that condition. Second Corinthians 4:4 calls Satan “the god of this
world,” First Peter 5:8 says he walks about as a roaring lion, and Ephesians 6 describes
spiritual warfare against wicked powers. A devil walking, roaring, tempting, blinding, and
deceiving nations is not a devil locked in a bottomless pit. If Satan is bound today,
somebody gave him an outrageously long chain. The Millennium awaits the day when an
angel seizes the dragon, shuts him up, and seals the pit over him.



Jerusalem will become the governmental and spiritual center of the earth. Isaiah 2:3 says,
“Out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.” Nations will
come to learn the Lord’s ways, and Christ will judge among them. Zechariah 14 says
surviving nations will go up from year to year to worship the King and keep the feast of
tabernacles. Israel will occupy the position promised in the covenants, not as an object of
Gentile worship but as the restored nation through which the Messiah administers earthly
blessing. The capital will not be Rome, Geneva, London, Washington, or a megachurch
campus with adequate parking. God selected Jerusalem before the nations printed their
maps.

7. The Kingdom of Heaven Will Display the Righteousness of the Kingdom of God

The Millennium will unite visible government with spiritual righteousness beneath Jesus
Christ. Isaiah 11 describes the Spirit of the Lord resting upon the Branch from Jesse, giving
Him wisdom, understanding, counsel, might, knowledge, and the fear of the Lord. “With
righteousness shall he judge the poor,” and He will smite the earth with the rod of His
mouth (verses 4-5). Unlike fallen rulers, Christ will not judge by manipulated appearances,
bribed testimony, political pressure, or flattering reports. His knowledge is perfect, His
motives are pure, and His verdicts are righteous. The kingdom of heaven will possess a
throne on earth, while the character of the kingdom of God will govern everything issuing
from that throne.

Creation itself will feel the effect of the King’s rule. Isaiah 11 says the wolf will dwell with
the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the kid, the lion will eat straw like the ox, and a little
child will lead them. The earth will be “full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters
cover the sea” (verse 9). Romans 8 says creation presently groans beneath corruption while
waiting for deliverance. Christ’s kingdom will restrain the curse and restore harmony
impossible beneath Adam’s fallen dominion. Environmental conferences may regulate
smokestacks, preserve forests, and issue impressive documents, but they cannot
persuade a lion to change its diet. The Creator will accomplish with His presence what
mankind cannot achieve with a mountain of regulations.

Yet Revelation 20 reveals that even a perfect environment cannot regenerate fallen flesh.
After the thousand years, Satan is released and deceives nations that gather in rebellion
against Christ. They have lived beneath perfect government, witnessed righteous
judgment, enjoyed restrained creation, and still follow the devil when given opportunity.
That final revolt destroys the excuse that man sins only because society failed him. Place
Adam in Eden and he reaches for the forbidden tree; place his descendants in the
Millennium and they march against the King. Environment can restrain the flesh, but only



the new birth can change the inner man. The kingdom of heaven supplies perfect
government; the kingdom of God demands spiritual life.

Conclusion

Daniel’s Stone settles the future of every human kingdom. Babylon’s gold, Persia’s silver,
Greece’s brass, Rome’s iron, and the final mixture of iron and clay all face the same
appointed impact. Human government will not climb upward into divine government; it will
be struck from above. The Stone cut without hands will break the image, scatter its
remains, and become a mountain filling the earth. Daniel says, “The dream is certain, and
the interpretation thereof sure.” God did not ask the United Nations to approve the forecast
or a seminary to spiritualize its violence. History is moving toward collision with Jesus
Christ, and every kingdom refusing His authority is standing precisely where the Stone will
land.

The Millennium will fulfill the kingdom promises in their plain sense. Christ will return
bodily, deliver Israel, judge the nations, sit upon David’s throne, govern from Jerusalem,
bind Satan, restrain the curse, and reign for a thousand years. The law will go forth from
Zion, the nations will worship the King, and the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the
Lord. The visible kingdom of heaven will openly manifest the righteousness, peace, power,
and holiness of the kingdom of God. Israel’s earthly promises and God’s spiritual rule will
meet beneath one King without requiring the Church to steal Israel’s identity or prophecy to
surrender its nouns.

Christians are not commissioned to build this kingdom before the King returns. We preach
the gospel of grace, make Christ known, oppose evil, serve faithfully, and live as citizens of
heaven while awaiting our Saviour. Cultural influence may restrain corruption, political
involvement may protect temporary liberties, and faithful churches may shine in dark
communities, but none of those things is the Stone of Daniel 2. The world does not need
the Church to repaint Nebuchadnezzar’s image; it needs Jesus Christ to smash it. When
the Stone falls, every crown will roll, every throne will shake, every flag of rebellion will
come down, and the earth will finally learn that man’s kingdoms were temporary
scaffolding around a throne that always belonged to the King.

10 of 10: The Kingdom of Heaven and the Kingdom of God — You Cannot Build the
Millennium With Ballots, Banners, and Bibleless Religion

Key Passage: Psalm 2:6-9



“Yet have | set my king upon my holy hill of Zion. | will declare the decree: the LORD hath
said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have | begotten thee. Ask of me, and | shall give
thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy
possession. Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a
potter’s vessel.”

Introduction

Every generation produces another crowd of kingdom builders carrying blueprints God
never signed. One group believes political victories will gradually place the world beneath
Christ. Another imagines ecumenical cooperation will merge enough religious
organizations to create the unity of the Millennium. A third replaces preaching with social
improvement, drains the blood from the gospel, removes repentance from the pulpit, and
announces that community service is the kingdom of God in work boots. Others see
culturalinfluence, government access, expanding institutions, and favorable election
returns as proof that Christ’s reign is advancing. The labels change, but the error remains:
fallen men assume they can construct by organization what Scripture says Jesus Christ will
establish by His return. They hand Nebuchadnezzar’s image a Bible, tie a Christian banner
around its shoulders, and call it the mountain of Daniel 2. God has a different plan. He will
send the Stone.

Psalm 2 does not describe mankind inviting Christ to govern after a successful public-
awareness campaign. The nations rage, the people imagine a vain thing, and the rulers take
counsel “against the LORD, and against his anointed.” Heaven does not respond by
organizing a voter-registration drive. God declares, “Yet have | set my king upon my holy hill
of Zion.” The Son receives the heathen as His inheritance, possesses the uttermost parts of
the earth, and breaks rebellious powers with a rod of iron. That is the biblical arrival of the
kingdom. The King comes from heaven, Zion becomes His earthly seat, hostile
governments are judged, and divine authority replaces human revolt. The Millennium will
not be the crowning achievement of Christian civilization. It will be the public confession
that Christian civilization could not produce the King’s government without the King.

The distinction between the kingdom of heaven and the kingdom of God protects this
prophetic order. The kingdom of heaven concerns the visible, earthly, Messianic
government promised to Israel under David’s Son. The kingdom of God emphasizes God’s
spiritual authority, righteousness, power, and life. The same Jesus Christ rules both,
allowing the expressions to overlap without making them identical in every passage. During
the Millennium, heaven’s government will operate openly upon earth while the
righteousness of God characterizes the King and His rule. Until then, the Church possesses
a heavenly calling, Israel retains her earthly covenants, sinners enter God’s spiritual



kingdom through the new birth, and the visible throne awaits Christ’s return. Right division
is not an exercise for men with spare time and coloured pencils. It is the fence that keeps
every doctrine from wandering into somebody else’s field.

1. Two Kingdoms Share One King Without Losing Their Distinctions

The kingdom of heaven carries a distinctly earthly and Jewish emphasis. The expression
appears characteristically in Matthew, the Gospel presenting Jesus Christ as the Son of
David and King of the Jews. John the Baptist announced, “Repent ye: for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand” (Matthew 3:2), and Christ repeated the message after beginning His
public ministry. The kingdom was near because the King was present. Its Old Testament
foundation included Israel’s land, David’s throne, Jerusalem’s exaltation, governed nations,
restored creation, and worldwide righteousness beneath the Messiah. It came from heaven
in origin and authority, but it was designed to operate upon the earth. Rain also comes from
heaven, yet only a theologian with an umbrella indoors would insist it never reaches the
ground.

The kingdom of God emphasizes spiritual life and divine rule. Christ told Nicodemus,
“Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3). Paul declared,
“For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the
Holy Ghost” (Romans 14:17). First Corinthians 4:20 adds, “For the kingdom of God is notin
word, but in power,” while First Corinthians 15:50 warns that “flesh and blood cannot
inherit the kingdom of God.” These truths concern more than earthly territory or national
government. They reach the sinner’s nature, the Spirit’s work, and the righteousness no
political arrangement can produce. The kingdom of heaven answers the rebellion of earthly
governments; the kingdom of God answers the rebellion within the human heart.

The expressions sometimes overlap because the same Christ possesses both spheres.
Matthew 19:23-24 speaks of a rich man entering “the kingdom of heaven” and then “the
kingdom of God” in consecutive statements. Matthew 13 calls its subject “the mysteries of
the kingdom of heaven,” while Mark 4 and Luke 8 use “the mystery” or “mysteries” of the
kingdom of God in parallel accounts. Those passages forbid an absolute separation, but
they do not authorize universal confusion. Two circles may overlap without becoming the
same circle. The future kingdom will be an earthly administration of heavenly origin
expressing God’s spiritual righteousness. Overlap demonstrates harmony under one King;
distinction preserves the different features the Holy Ghost chose to reveal.

2. Israel’s Covenants Were Promised, Not Placed on Probation

God promised Abraham a seed, a nation, blessing, and a specific land for an everlasting
possession. Genesis 17:8 says, “And | will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the



land wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession.” God
later promised David a house, kingdom, seed, and throne. Second Samuel 7:16 declares,
“And thine house and thy kingdom shall be established for ever before thee: thy throne
shall be established for ever.” Neither covenant depended upon Israel’s ability to earn
permanent possession through flawless conduct. Disobedience brought chastisement,
dispersion, and delayed enjoyment, but it could not force God to commit perjury. An
everlasting covenant does not become temporary because a theological system runs out
of room for Israel.

Israel rejected her King, and the visible kingdom was postponed. The chief priests cried,
“We have no king but Caesar,” Rome raised the cross, and David’s Son returned to heaven
after His resurrection. Yet postponement did not transform Israel into the Church or David’s
throne into a metaphor. In Acts 1:6, the apostles asked, “Lord, wilt thou at this time restore
again the kingdom to Israel?” Christ corrected their concern about timing, not their
expectation of restoration. He answered, “It is not for you to know the times or the
seasons” (Acts 1:7). If the kingdom had been permanently cancelled, that was the perfect
opportunity to say so. Instead, Christ placed its timing within the Father’s authority. A
postponed appointment remains on the calendar even when the waiting room becomes
crowded.

Romans 11 expressly denies that God has cast away His people. Israel’s blindness is “in
part” and lasts “until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in” (Romans 11:25). Then “all
Israel shall be saved,” for the Deliverer will come out of Zion and turn ungodliness from
Jacob. Israel remains “beloved for the fathers’ sakes,” because “the gifts and calling of God
are without repentance” (Romans 11:28-29). Replacement theology treats Israel’s
temporary blindness like an unattended house and moves the Church’s furniture into it.
Paul calls that attitude boasting and commands Gentiles, “Be not highminded, but fear.”
Grace does not give the recipient permission to rob another heir.

3. The Church Has a Heavenly Calling Greater Than a Stolen Throne

The Church is a mystery body not revealed in the Old Testament as the prophets revealed
Israel’s earthly kingdom. Ephesians 3 explains that believing Jews and Gentiles become
“fellowheirs, and of the same body” through the gospel. First Corinthians 12:13 says, “For
by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body.” This body is joined to Christ as its Head and
possesses a unity no earthly covenant, national ancestry, or religious institution can create.
The Church is not Israel repaired, expanded, or renamed. It is “one new man” formed
during the present dispensation. If the Church had been openly described throughout the
prophets under the name Israel, Paul’s mystery would have been hidden about as
effectively as an elephant behind a hymnbook.



The Church’s blessings and destiny are heavenly. Ephesians 1:3 says believers are blessed
“with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ.” Philippians 3:20 declares, “For our
conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour.” First Thessalonians 4
promises that the Lord will descend, the dead in Christ will rise, and living believers will be
caught up to meet Him in the air. The Church awaits the Bridegroom’s summons, not the
signing of another Middle Eastern treaty. Its hope is not to capture Jerusalem through
politics but to be received by Christ in the clouds. A bride looking for her Bridegroom has
more sense than a committee trying to seize somebody else’s throne.

The Church belongs beneath the spiritual authority of God and therefore participates in the
present realities of the kingdom of God, but itis not merely another name for that kingdom.
The kingdom describes divine rule; the Church describes Christ’s particular body and
bride. Nor is outward Christendom identical to either one. Christendom contains wheat
and tares, good fish and bad, living believers and dead professors. The true Church
consists of regenerated people placed into Christ by the Spirit. A man may enter
Christendom through family tradition, baptism, education, or institutional membership,
but he enters Christ only through the new birth. A church roll is written with ink; the Lamb’s
book of life is written with blood.

4. The Church’s Present Mission Is Witnhess, Not World Conquest

The gospel committed to the Church is the gospel of the grace of God. First Corinthians
15:3-4 declares that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, was buried, and
rose again the third day. That completed work is the message by which sinners are saved
today. The Church is commanded to preach Christ, call sinners to faith, teach sound
doctrine, make disciples, and bear witness to the truth. Paul said, “We are ambassadors for
Christ” (2 Corinthians 5:20). An ambassador represents his ruler in foreign territory; he
does not pretend the foreign territory has already become his ruler’s kingdom. The Church
remains heaven’s embassy in a world whose god is still blinding minds.

Faithful Christians should live responsibly within society. They may vote, hold office,
defend justice, oppose wickedness, help neighbors, care for the suffering, educate
children, conduct honest business, and use lawful influence for good. Salt restrains
corruption, and light exposes darkness. But restraint is not regeneration, and influence is
not the Millennium. A righteous law may prevent a thief from entering the house, but it
cannot remove thievery from his heart. Political victories can preserve liberties and protect
life, yet no ballot can produce the new birth, bind Satan, restore Israel, lift creation’s curse,
or place Christ upon David’s throne. Voting may change the man in office; only the gospel
can change the man.



The believer’s primary weapons are spiritual. “For the weapons of our warfare are not
carnal,” Paul wrote, “but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds” (2
Corinthians 10:4). The Church advances its witness through preaching, prayer, holiness,
truth, sacrifice, and the power of the Holy Ghost. It does not establish Christ’s reign
through coercion, manipulation, or political machinery. Whenever the Church trades the
sword of the Spirit for Caesar’s sword, Caesar eventually keeps both swords and appoints
the preacher as court chaplain. The early Church shook the Roman world without
controlling the Roman Senate. It conquered hearts while Rome continued occupying
territory.

5. Bibleless Religion Builds Counterfeit Kingdoms for Ambitious Men

Church history demonstrates what happens when religious institutions decide the kingdom
must be built before the King returns. Christianity becomes entangled with government,
bishops learn to enjoy palaces, rulers discover that religious language can sanctify
ambition, and persecution is committed beneath the sign of the cross. The persecuted
Church acquires political power and begins persecuting others. State religion produces
citizens by birth rather than believers by regeneration, while sacramental machinery issues
kingdom papers to men still dead in trespasses and sins. The result is not the Millennium. It
is Babylon wearing a choir robe.

Modern ecumenism repeats the error through softer methods. Doctrine is treated as an
obstacle, the King James Bible becomes an embarrassment, the blood atonement is
lowered to an optional theory, repentance is dismissed as negative, and unity becomes the
supreme commandment. Religious organizations join hands around a doctrinal grave and
announce that the kingdom has arrived because nobody is permitted to mention what
killed the truth. But unity without truth is merely organized error. The builders at Babel
possessed remarkable unity, one language, one project, and one destination; God came
down to stop them. Agreement is not automatically spiritual when everybody agrees to
disobey the Book.

Political kingdom builders make the same mistake with different banners. They assume
enough Christian candidates, favorable judges, cultural victories, and reconstructed
institutions will gradually deliver the nations to Christ. Yet Scripture says evil men and
seducers “shall wax worse and worse” (2 Timothy 3:13), apostasy will precede the man of
sin, and the world will gather against Christ at His return. This does not excuse Christian
cowardice or social indifference. It identifies the difference between faithfully restraining
evil and prophetically establishing the kingdom. A sandbag may restrain a flood; it does not
create dry land. Christians should hold the line wherever God places them, but only Christ
can command the waters to retreat.



6. God’s Prophetic Order Leaves No Room for a Man-Made Millennium

The next event for the Church is the coming of Christ in the air. “The Lord himself shall
descend from heaven with a shout,” the dead in Christ will rise, and living believers will be
caught up together with them (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17). This pre-tribulation gathering
removes the body of Christ before Daniel’s seventieth week unfolds. The Rapture is not the
Second Advent to Jerusalem. At the Rapture, Christ receives His Church in the air; at the
Second Advent, He descends to the earth with the armies of heaven. At the Rapture,
believers are removed before wrath; at the Advent, enemies are destroyed beneath wrath.
Mixing the events turns prophecy into a train schedule with every destination printed on the
same line.

After the Church is removed, Daniel’s seventieth week resumes Israel’s prophetic program.
The Antichrist confirms a covenant, breaks it in the midst of the week, exalts himself in the
temple, persecutes the saints, controls commerce, and demands worship through the
mark of the Beast. The gospel of the kingdom is preached again in direct connection with
the approaching end, Israel occupies the center of the prophetic stage, and the nations are
gathered toward judgment. Matthew 24 speaks of Judea, the sabbath, the abomination of
desolation, and endurance through unparalleled trouble. These are not instructions for the
body of Christ. Mail addressed to Tribulation Israel should not be used to threaten a Church
already sealed by the Holy Ghost.

Then heaven opens and Jesus Christ returns upon a white horse. Revelation 19 calls Him
Faithful and True and declares that “in righteousness he doth judge and make war.” He
destroys the Beast’s armies, casts the Beast and false prophet into the lake of fire, delivers
Israel, and judges the surviving nations. Matthew 25 places the Son of man upon “the
throne of his glory,” with all nations gathered before Him. Only after these judgments does
the millennial reign begin. The biblical order is Rapture, Tribulation, Second Advent,
judgment, and kingdom. Postmillennial religion reverses the order, asks the Church to build
the throne, and expects Christ to arrive for the ribbon-cutting ceremony.

7. The Returning King Will Build the Kingdom the Prophets Promised

The Millennium will be a literal thousand-year reign of Jesus Christ upon the earth.
Revelation 20 identifies the period as “a thousand years” repeatedly, binds Satan in the
bottomless pit, and places resurrected saints in positions of reign with Christ. The devil will
no longer deceive the nations, and the world will finally experience government without
satanic manipulation at its center. Calling this the present age requires a remarkable
willingness to ignore both the text and the condition of the world. Satan presently walks
about as a roaring lion, blinds minds, sets snares, and commands spiritual wickedness in



high places. If that is bondage in the bottomless pit, the lock appears to have been
purchased at a discount store.

Jerusalem will become the earthly capital. Isaiah 2 says the law will go forth from Zion and
the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. Zechariah 14 declares, “The LORD shall be king over
all the earth,” and surviving nations will go up to worship Him. Israel will be restored,
David’s throne occupied, the nations governed, and creation’s curse restrained. Isaiah 11
describes the wolf dwelling with the lamb, the leopard lying down with the kid, and the
earth becoming full of the knowledge of the Lord. Human government cannot produce
those conditions. Congress may regulate industry, but it cannot persuade a lion to eat
straw. The Creator will accomplish in one kingdom what creation conferences could not
achieve with a warehouse full of resolutions.

During that reign, the kingdom of heaven will openly display the character of the kingdom of
God. Christ’s visible throne will administer perfect righteousness, peace, truth, justice, and
holiness. Heaven’s authority will govern earth, and God’s spiritual rule will characterize the
government. The two kingdoms will overlap beneath one King without becoming
meaningless expressions. The kingdom of heaven identifies the outward Messianic
administration; the kingdom of God identifies the divine power and righteousness operating
through it. One supplies the visible throne, the other its holy character, and Jesus Christ
possesses both. When the King is perfect, government no longer needs public-relations
departments to explain why injustice is actually progress.

Conclusion

The final reckoning is plain. The kingdom of heaven is not merely the Church, the kingdom
of God is not merely an earthly political system, Israel has not been replaced, and the
Millennium has not arrived. The Church possesses a heavenly calling and presently serves
as Christ’s body in a hostile world. Israel retains the earthly covenants God swore to the
fathers. Sinners enter God’s spiritual kingdom through the new birth. Daniel’s seventieth
week remains future, the Antichrist will raise his counterfeit kingdom, Jesus Christ will
return bodily, and the promised thousand-year reign will follow. Every doctrine remains
clear when the words remain in their proper setting. Confusion begins when theology
removes the street sighs and then blames the Bible for getting lost.

Christians should preach the gospel, defend truth, live holy lives, help their neighbors,
oppose wickedness, exercise lawful responsibilities, and occupy faithfully until Christ
comes. But we must never mistake temporary restraint for prophetic fulfillment or political
influence for Messianic government. A vote can remove a scoundrel from office, but it
cannot remove sin from the heart. A banner can announce truth, but it cannot bind Satan.



A denomination can build institutions, but it cannot raise David’s throne. The Millennium
will not be manufactured in a campaign office, negotiated at an ecumenical council, or
financed through a religious corporation. It comes with the King.

Psalm 2 ends the argument before men begin it: “Yet have | set my king upon my holy hill of
Zion.” God does the setting, Christ receives the nations, Zion receives the throne, and
rebellious kingdoms receive the rod. The world may rage, rulers may conspire, religion may
compromise, and theologians may turn prophecy into fog, but none of them can alter the
decree. Jesus Christ will return, Israel will behold her Messiah, the Beast will lose his
counterfeit crown, Satan will enter the pit, and the earth will bow beneath righteous
government. Men have spent thousands of years trying to build a kingdom without the King.
The King will need only one return to show them how it is done.

Conclusion: The Kingdom of Heaven and the Kingdom of God — Similar Words,
Serious Differences

The difference between the kingdom of heaven and the kingdom of God is not a theological
hobby for men who enjoy splitting hairs with a Greek lexicon and a magnifying glass. Itis a
controlling distinction that keeps Israel, the Church, the gospel, the Tribulation, the
Millennium, and the throne of Jesus Christ from being poured into one bucket of religious
confusion. God chose His words carefully. The kingdom of heaven points primarily toward
the visible, earthly, Messianic government promised to Israel beneath David’s Son. The
kingdom of God emphasizes God’s spiritual authority, righteousness, life, peace, power,
and joy in the Holy Ghost. The same Jesus Christis King over both, so the expressions
sometimes overlap, but an overlap is nhot an eraser. Two roads may share pavement without
beginning and ending at the same addresses. The interpreter who sees one common mile
and declares both roads identical will eventually arrive at the wrong destination with an
entire congregation following his taillights.

The Old Testament had already laid down the kingdom foundations before John the Baptist
ever lifted his voice in the wilderness. God promised Abraham a seed, a nation, blessing,
and a specific land. He promised David an everlasting house, kingdom, seed, and throne.
Isaiah saw the government upon the Messiah’s shoulder, Jeremiah saw a righteous Branch
executing judgment in the earth, Daniel saw the kingdoms of men shattered by a Stone cut
out without hands, and Zechariah saw the Lord standing upon the Mount of Olives and
becoming King over all the earth. Alongside those visible promises stood the promise of
inward cleansing, a new heart, a new spirit, forgiveness of iniquity, and God’s law written



within. God never asked us to choose between a throne in Jerusalem and righteousness in
the heart. He promised both. The outward kingdom and inward transformation meet
beneath one Messiah because perfect government requires both a righteous King and a
people prepared for His rule.

John entered that prophetic program crying, “Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand” (Matthew 3:2). The King had arrived; therefore, the kingdom had drawn near. Jesus
Christ presented every credential required by the prophets. He was the Son of Abraham,
the Son of David, born of a virgin in Bethlehem, authenticated by the Father, anointed by
the Spirit, and victorious over Satan’s temptation. He preached the gospel of the kingdom,
delivered the Sermon on the Mount, commissioned twelve apostles to Israel, and
displayed the powers of the coming age. Blind eyes opened, deaf ears heard, lame men
walked, lepers were cleansed, devils fled, storms obeyed, and dead bodies returned to life.
Israel was not asked to recognize a king carrying questionable papers. Prophecy walked
through the villages performing its own identification.

The leaders rejected the evidence because the King threatened the religious arrangement
that kept them important. They attributed the Holy Ghost’s work to Beelzebub, rejected the
Cornerstone while holding the blueprints, plotted against the Heir, and finally cried before
Pilate, “We have no king but Caesar” (John 19:15). That sentence exposed what religious
pride will accept in order to avoid surrendering to Jesus Christ. The rulers tolerated Gentile
occupation rather than bow before the Son of David. Rome could tax them, appoint their
officials, and humiliate their nation, but Caesar allowed them to retain their chairs. Christ
would have overturned the entire house. Men will complain about the devil’s chains all
week and defend them on Sunday if those chains are attached to a title.

The crucifixion did not mean God’s promises failed or the King lost His throne. The cross
stood within “the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God” (Acts 2:23). Israel’s
rulers rejected Christ, Gentile Rome drove the nails, Satan sought to destroy the Heir, and
God turned the conspiracy into the altar of redemption. Christ died for our sins, was buried,
and rose again the third day according to the Scriptures. The crown of thorns did not cancel
the crown of David; it purchased everything the crowned King will ultimately claim. Peter
connected the resurrection with God’s oath that Christ would sit upon David’s throne. A
dead king could never occupy an everlasting throne, so God raised His Son beyond the
reach of death. Men buried the King, and God used the grave as His coronation evidence.

The early chapters of Acts preserved Israel’s national opportunity while confronting the
nation with the resurrected Christ. Peter called Israel to repent in connection with “the
times of refreshing” and “the times of restitution of all things” spoken by the prophets (Acts
3:19-21). The authorities answered with arrests, threats, beatings, and finally the stoning of



Stephen. As the official resistance continued, God brought Saul of Tarsus into the account
and revealed through him the mystery of the Church, the body of Christ. Believing Jews and
Gentiles would now become fellowheirs and members of one body through the gospel.
Israel entered a period of national blindness in part, the visible kingdom remained
postponed, and the unsearchable riches of Christ went outward to the Gentiles. The
kingdom program had not collapsed. God had opened a mystery parenthesis that Israel’s
prophets had never been commissioned to map.

The Church must therefore retain its distinct identity. It is not Israel repaired, Gentilized,
enlarged, or renamed. The Church is the body and bride of Christ, joined to a heavenly
Head and blessed “with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ” (Ephesians 1:3).
Its hope is the pre-tribulation return of Jesus Christ in the air, when the dead in Christ will
rise and living believers will be caught up to meet Him. Israel retains her earthly covenants,
land, throne, and national restoration. The Church possesses its heavenly calling, spiritual
union, and bridal relationship. God can fulfill every promise to Israel while lavishing grace
upon the Church. Only a spiritually insecure heir must steal another person’s inheritance
before he can enjoy his own.

The kingdom of God is entered now through the new birth. Christ’s words remain absolute:
“Ye must be born again” (John 3:7). A sinner cannot enter through water, ancestry, politics,
sacraments, religious citizenship, education, moral reform, or denominational
membership. Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God because Adam’s nature
cannot be improved into spiritual life. The sinner must receive Jesus Christ by faith in His
finished death, burial, and resurrection. God then regenerates him, seals him with the Holy
Ghost, places him into the body of Christ, and translates him from the power of darkness
into the kingdom of His dear Son. Religion may teach Adam to sit quietly in church, but only
God can create a new man in Christ. A polished tombstone does not help the corpse
beneath it.

The mysteries of the kingdom revealed what would occur during the rejected King’s
absence. The Sower scattered the word, Satan stole seed, tares appeared among wheat,
the mustard herb grew into an unnatural religious tree, birds lodged in its branches, leaven
spread secretly through the meal, Israel remained a hidden treasure, Christ obtained one
pearl of great price, and the dragnet gathered good and bad until judgment. Christendom
became broad, wealthy, influential, institutional, divided, and infiltrated, but it did not
become the promised Millennium. Large churches, historic cathedrals, Christian empires,
denominational systems, political alliances, and global religious organizations could
spread Christ’s name without submitting to Christ’s word. A cross painted upon Babylon
does not change the building’s foundation.



After the Church is caught up, Daniel’s seventieth week will return Israel to the center of the
prophetic stage. The Antichrist will rise as Satan’s counterfeit king, confirm a covenant,
destroy many through false peace, break his agreement, profane the temple, control
commerce, persecute the saints, and demand worship. The gospel of the kingdom will
again be preached because the visible return of the King will once more be near. Israel’s
sealed witnesses will go forth, the two witnesses will prophesy at Jerusalem, and divine
judgments will shake a world intoxicated with the Beast’s imitation kingdom. Men will
receive the ruler who arrives in his own name because mankind has always preferred a
tyrant who flatters sin to a King who judges it. The Beast will promise unity without truth,
peace without righteousness, and prosperity without liberty. Hell’s final kingdom will be
advertised as humanity’s greatest achievement.

Then heaven will open. Jesus Christ will descend upon a white horse as Faithful and True,
wearing many crowns and bearing the name “KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS”
(Revelation 19:16). He will destroy the Beast’s armies, cast the Beast and false prophet into
the lake of fire, deliver Israel, judge the nations, and bind Satan in the bottomless pit. The
Stone of Daniel 2 will strike Nebuchadnezzar’s image and grind man’s kingdoms into
powder. Christ will not improve the final world system, negotiate with it, join it, bless it, or
accept an advisory position within it. He will replace it. The world’s final political
masterpiece will not survive one appearance of the King whom it excluded from the plans.

The Millennium will be a literal thousand-year reign upon the earth. Jerusalem will become
the capital, the law will go forth from Zion, Israel will be restored beneath her Messiah, the
nations will be governed with a rod of iron, creation’s curse will be restrained, and the earth
will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord. The visible kingdom of heaven will openly
express the righteousness, peace, holiness, and power of the kingdom of God. Heaven’s
authority will rule the earth through the throne of David, and the spiritual character of the
King will govern every public decision. The kingdoms overlap perfectly beneath Jesus Christ
without surrendering their distinguishing emphases. One King will rule outwardly over the
nations and inwardly within His redeemed people. For the first time in human history,
government will require no campaign promises because the King’s character will already
guarantee the administration.

Even the Millennium will finally demonstrate that perfect surroundings cannot regenerate
fallen flesh. After Satan is released from the bottomless pit, he will deceive nations that
have lived beneath Christ’s righteous government, and they will gather in rebellion against
the King. Fire from God will consume them, and Satan will be cast into the lake of fire
forever. That final revolt strips mankind of its last excuse. Adam sinned in a perfect garden,
men rebel now in a fallen world, and nations will rebel after experiencing perfect



government. The problem has never been merely the environment, educational system,
economic arrangement, or political structure. The problem is the unregenerate heart. A
new world without a new birth only gives the old sinner cleaner ground upon which to rebel.

After the final judgment, Christ’s victory moves into the eternal order. First Corinthians
15:24 says, “Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God,
even the Father,” after putting down every opposing rule and authority. The last enemy
destroyed is death. Revelation 21 then presents a new heaven, a new earth, and New
Jerusalem descending from God. God dwells with redeemed men, tears disappear, death is
abolished, and no curse remains. The kingdom program that began with lost dominion in
Genesis ends with complete divine government in Revelation. The serpent who challenged
God’s word lies eternally defeated, and the Lamb who shed His blood occupies the center
of everlasting worship. History does not end with man discovering himself. It ends with
every enemy beneath Christ’s feet.

The practical lesson is not that Christians should withdraw from society, ignore evil, or
refuse lawful responsibility. Believers should vote according to biblical conviction, protect
the innocent, defend truth, serve their neighbors, raise godly children, preach
righteousness, and use every lawful opportunity for good. But none of those duties should
be confused with building the Millennium. Political victory may restrain evil; it cannot
regenerate a sinner. Legislation may punish crime; it cannot cleanse guilt. A Christian
school may teach truth; it cannot produce the new birth. A relief ministry may feed the
hungry; it cannot place Christ upon David’s throne. Good works are servants of Christian
faithfulness, but they become idols when men demand that they perform the work
assigned to the returning King.

The Church’s commission is to preach the gospel, teach the word, contend for the faith,
and remain faithful until Christ calls His body home. Paul said, “We are ambassadors for
Christ” (2 Corinthians 5:20). An ambassador represents his King in foreign territory; he does
not claim that the hostile territory has already become the kingdom. Our weapons are not
carnal, our citizenship is in heaven, and our hope descends from above. We do not need to
pretend the world is improving in order to believe the gospel is powerful. The gospel
accomplishes exactly what God sent it to do: it saves sinners out of this present evil world
and places them into Jesus Christ. A lifeboat does not fail because the ocean remains wet.

The final warning is directed toward every system that uses kingdom language while
rejecting kingdom truth. Rome cannot build it through sacraments, Geneva cannot build it
through theological machinery, politicians cannot build it through elections, ecumenists
cannot build it through compromise, and social reformers cannot build it through
humanitarian programs. The Millennium has a Builder, and His name is Jesus Christ. Psalm



2 does not ask the nations to cooperate in His installation. God declares, “Yet have | set my
king upon my holy hill of Zion.” The Father gives Him the nations, the earth becomes His
possession, and the rod of iron settles every argument. Heaven has never requested man’s
assistance in crowning the Son.

The finaliinvitation is equally plain. Before Christ returns as Judge, He is offered as Saviour.
Before the rod falls, the gospel sounds. Before the King claims the earth, He receives
individual sinners by grace. Christ died for our sins, was buried, and rose again. No
religious work can improve that payment, and no human sin exceeds its sufficiency. The
sinner who trusts Jesus Christ is forgiven, justified, sealed, and made a new creature. The
man who rejects Him may escape a preacher, avoid a church, mock a Bible, and postpone
the question, but he cannot escape the coming King. Mercy waits now; judgment rides
later. The wisest man is the one who bows before grace makes way for the rod.

The kingdom of heaven and the kingdom of God are similar expressions because one Lord
rules both. They carry serious differences because God’s program contains distinct
peoples, promises, dispensations, callings, and forms of government. Preserving those
distinctions leaves the Bible standing exactly as God wrote it. Israel keeps her throne, the
Church keeps her heavenly hope, the gospel keeps its grace, prophecy keeps its future, and
Jesus Christ keeps every crown. Men may bury the distinction beneath commentaries,
creeds, and religious tradition, but they cannot bury the King. They tried that once. The
tomb is empty, the throne is promised, the heavens are preparing to open, and the King is
coming.



THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN AND THE KINGDOM OF GOD
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KINGDOM OF HEAVE
Primary emphasis: visible, earthly, governmental
Origin: authority from heaven
Sphere: the earth beneath the heavens
Covenant setting: Isracl and David's throne
Capital: Jerusalem
Subjects: Israel and governed nations
Announcement: “The kingdom of heaven is at hand.” — Matt. 3:2; 4: l7
Administration: the Son of David rules with a rod of iron
« Present form: mysteries during the rejected King's absence — Matt. 13
« Future manifestation: literal millennial reign — Rev. 19-20
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+ Abraham: Land, sed, nation — Gen. 12:1-3; 15:18; 17:7-8
+ David: everlasting throne and kingdom —
David: 1g throne and kingdom © Chrint repeated the same ammoucernt — Mot
* The twelve went 10 “the lost sheep of
the house of lirael " — Mott, 10:5-7
+ Kinglom signs:hesl sic, cleans lepes,
raise dead, cast out devils — Mon. 10:8

« Messiah: government upen His shoulder —
I, 9:6-7

« Tnward rencwal: o inthe heart — Jer. 313134

« New heart and Spiit in lraels own land - 2
Esck. 36:24-28 « The King wesprescrt theofferwas genin.

+ Blind see, lame walk, Iq:m
cl-.n-«t dea b, dend

Source: God's pomp and the Holy Ghost
Sph s rule within and over His redeemed people
Entrance: “Ye must be born again.” — John 3:7
Character: “righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost” — Rom. 14:17
Power: “not in word, but in power” — 1 Cor. 4:20
Natural flesh excluded: “flesh and blood cannot inkerit” — I Cor. 15:50
Present position: translated into the kingdom of His dear Son — Col. 1:13
Relation to Church: believers in Christ live beneath God's rule; the Church is Christ's body
Future harmony: supplies the righteous character of Christ's earthly reign
:3-7; Rom. 14:17; 1 Cor. 4:20; 6:9-11; Col. 1:13-14
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