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Introduction: The Conscience — God’s Courtroom Inside a Man 

There is a courtroom inside every man, and no courthouse on earth has ever conducted 
more hearings. No marble steps lead to it. No bailiff unlocks the doors in the morning. No 
reporter sits in the gallery taking notes. Yet the witness is there, the evidence is there, the 
accusations are there, the excuses are there, and the defendant knows when the 
proceedings begin. Romans 2:15 says the Gentiles “shew the work of the law written in 
their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean while 
accusing or else excusing one another.” There it is in one verse: witness, prosecution, 
defense, argument, and judgment. A man can sit silently in a room while a whole trial is 
being conducted inside him. One thought says, “You knew better.” Another says, “Yes, but 
look what they did first.” One says, “That was a lie.” Another says, “No, that was necessary.” 
One says, “You sinned.” Another immediately starts looking for a technicality. Fallen man 
may never attend law school, but he keeps a defense attorney on permanent retainer. 

God gave man a conscience, but He never gave conscience the place modern religion gives 
it. Conscience is a witness; it is not the Bible. Conscience can testify, but it cannot inspire 
Scripture. Conscience can accuse, but it cannot define sin independently of what God has 
said. Conscience can excuse, but an excuse has never erased a commandment. 
Conscience can be weak (1 Corinthians 8:7), wounded (1 Corinthians 8:12), defiled (Titus 
1:15), evil (Hebrews 10:22), seared with a hot iron (1 Timothy 4:2), good (1 Timothy 1:5), 
pure (1 Timothy 3:9), and purged by the blood of Christ (Hebrews 9:14). That range alone 
ought to kill the foolish notion that whatever a man’s conscience tells him must 
automatically be the voice of God. If the witness can be weak, wounded, defiled, evil, and 
seared, then the witness needs a standard outside himself. The courtroom needs a 
lawbook. 

That lawbook is the word of God. “For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven” (Psalm 
119:89). Settled. Not under review. Not awaiting a denominational committee. Not taking a 
poll to discover whether modern man still finds the wording acceptable. Not trembling 
because culture changed its mind about what was shameful twenty years ago. Conscience 
changes. Feelings change. Cultures change. Churches change. Preachers change. Families 
change. Public opinion can perform a complete moral somersault in one generation and 
congratulate itself for progress. But “the word of our God shall stand for ever” (Isaiah 40:8). 
If conscience says one thing and Scripture says another, the Book is not brought down to 
the witness stand for questioning. The conscience gets corrected. You do not straighten a 
plumb line by bending it until it agrees with the crooked wall. 

The natural conscience is one of God’s witnesses against man’s favorite claim of moral 
innocence. Before a man ever owns a Bible, he knows enough about right and wrong to 



reveal himself by the way he judges other people. The liar hates being lied to. The thief 
resents being robbed. The adulterer becomes jealous. The cheat demands fairness when 
somebody cheats him. Romans 2:1 says, “wherein thou judgest another, thou condemnest 
thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same things.” Man wants moral absolutes when he 
is the victim and moral flexibility when he is the defendant. That is fallen human nature in a 
nutshell. He wants a rigid law against the fellow who stole his wallet and a broad 
interpretation clause when God starts reading his own record. The conscience exposes 
that hypocrisy because it shows that man understands accountability well enough to use it 
against everybody else. 

But the conscience does not remain untouched by sin. That is one of the most sobering 
truths in this entire study. Sin not only dirties the record; sin can dirty the witness who 
reads the record. Titus 1:15 says, “even their mind and conscience is defiled.” The sinner 
may begin with a conscience that protests loudly, but repeated rebellion can change the 
tone. The first lie produces a knot in the stomach. The hundredth comes out before 
breakfast. The first filthy thing shocks him. Continued exposure trains his eyes to stare. The 
first compromise requires a complicated explanation. By the fiftieth, he has developed a 
theology for it. Sin is never satisfied merely to be committed; it wants to be defended, 
normalized, renamed, and eventually celebrated. The devil has done excellent business 
anywhere men can be persuaded that losing the ability to blush is evidence of maturity. 

Then there is the weak conscience, which shows us the opposite danger. Not every guilty 
feeling proves a man has sinned. First Corinthians 8 describes believers whose conscience 
could be defiled over meat that, in itself, did not commend them to God one way or the 
other. Their problem was not rebellion but lack of knowledge. That means religious 
upbringing, tradition, past associations, immature understanding, and bad teaching can 
make a man tremble where Scripture gives liberty. Some Christians have spent years 
repenting over things God never called sin while stepping lightly around things He 
condemned in plain English. Religion can build a fence ten feet away from God’s boundary 
and then threaten everybody who does not admire the craftsmanship. A weak conscience 
must not be mocked, but it must be taught. The goal is not to preserve weakness forever; it 
is to bring the conscience under enough Bible that it learns the difference between “God 
said” and “somebody once told me.” 

That truth cuts both ways because Christian liberty itself can become sinful in its use. First 
Corinthians 8:12 says, “when ye sin so against the brethren, and wound their weak 
conscience, ye sin against Christ.” That verse ought to knock the swagger out of any 
believer who thinks liberty means he can do whatever is lawful without regard for anybody 
watching. The strong Christian does not prove strength by stomping on the weak man’s 



toes and then lecturing him about anatomy. Liberty is not a bulldozer license. A man can 
have the doctrinal right to do something and exercise that right so selfishly that he 
damages somebody Christ died for. On the other hand, manufactured outrage is not the 
same as genuine stumbling. The most easily offended person in the room does not become 
pope over everybody else’s conscience. Scripture protects weakness; it does not enthrone 
manipulation. 

The conscience can also become evil, and that takes the subject into darker territory. 
Hebrews speaks of an “evil conscience,” and John 16:2 shows exactly how religious evil can 
become: “whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service.” Think about that. A 
man can commit murder and believe he is doing ministry. Saul of Tarsus persecuted 
Christians and later admitted, “I verily thought with myself, that I ought to do many things 
contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth” (Acts 26:9). He thought he ought to do it. His 
conscience was not screaming, “You villain.” His religious training told him he was 
defending God. That ought to bury forever the argument that sincerity proves truth. A 
sincere man can be sincerely wrong, and sincerity merely gives his error stronger legs. 
Poison does not become medicine because the pharmacist means well. 

Worse still, First Timothy 4:2 describes men “having their conscience seared with a hot 
iron.” That is not weakness. That is damage. A seared nerve loses sensitivity. A seared 
conscience can reach the point where the alarm no longer rings because the wiring has 
been burned. The man then boasts that something does not bother him anymore, as 
though numbness were evidence of holiness. A leper could make the same speech about 
his fingers. The absence of pain is not always health. Sometimes the nerve died. There are 
men who once trembled over conduct they now joke about, once hid what they now 
advertise, once confessed what they now defend. The sin did not become clean. The 
conscience became scar tissue. 

Yet Scripture does not leave the subject in darkness. It speaks of a “good conscience,” a 
“pure conscience,” and a conscience “void of offence toward God, and toward men” (Acts 
24:16). Paul said, “herein do I exercise myself.” He worked at it. A clean conscience is not 
maintained by accident. Truth must educate it. Obedience must preserve it. Confession 
must clear it. Hypocrisy must not be allowed to poison it. False guilt must be corrected by 
Scripture, and false liberty must be corrected by Scripture. A good conscience is not one 
that always makes a man feel good. Sometimes a good conscience ruins his sleep because 
he sinned. Sometimes it gives him peace when religion is trying to invent guilt. The question 
is not whether the conscience is loud or quiet. The question is whether it has been trained 
to agree with the Book. 



And then Hebrews 9:14 brings the entire subject where it has to go: “How much more shall 
the blood of Christ… purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?” 
There is the answer that religion could never manufacture. Conscience can identify guilt, 
but conscience cannot pay for guilt. Remorse cannot atone. Tears cannot redeem. Self-
punishment cannot satisfy God. Religious works cannot scrub the record clean. You can 
reform a man’s habits, polish his speech, put him in church clothes, hand him a hymnbook, 
teach him religious vocabulary, and still leave him buried beneath guilt. The blood of Jesus 
Christ reaches where religious soap never can. The court record is not cleared because the 
defendant learned to feel better about himself. It is cleared because the penalty was paid. 
“Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures” (1 Corinthians 15:3). That is stronger 
than memory, stronger than accusation, stronger than dead works, and stronger than every 
file conscience drags back onto the desk at midnight. 

That is why this series must end where the modern Christian world often begins—in direct 
conflict with the phrase, “I feel at peace about it.” Peace is wonderful when it rests on truth. 
Peace is worthless when it replaces truth. Jonah slept while running from God. False 
prophets cried, “Peace, peace; when there is no peace” (Jeremiah 6:14). A Catholic can 
feel peace praying to Mary. A Mormon can feel inward confirmation. A cult member can feel 
total certainty. A backslidden Christian can feel comfortable while living contrary to a verse 
he could quote from memory. Feeling peaceful proves you feel peaceful. It does not prove 
God signed the paperwork. A thermostat can tell you the temperature in the room; it cannot 
tell you whether the building belongs to you. 

So this study will walk through God’s courtroom inside a man. We will watch conscience 
bear witness. We will listen to thoughts accuse and excuse. We will see weakness confuse 
liberty with sin and see reckless liberty wound weakness. We will watch sin defile the 
witness, evil corrupt the verdict, and repeated rebellion sear the alarm. Then we will watch 
Scripture train a good conscience and the blood of Christ purge what dead works could 
never cleanse. Through it all, one standard must remain hanging straight behind the Judge’s 
bench: the King James Bible. The conscience may testify. The thoughts may argue. The 
heart may produce excuses. The culture may shout. Religion may protest. Feelings may rise 
and fall. But the final question remains the same one that has settled more cases than all 
the inner arguments man has ever conducted: What saith the scripture? 

 

 

1 of 10: The Conscience — The Witness God Put Inside Every Man 



Key Passage: Romans 2:14–15 — “For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by 
nature the things contained in the law, these, having not the law, are a law unto 
themselves: Which shew the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience 
also bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else excusing one 
another;)” 

Introduction 

Before Moses ever came down from Sinai with two tables of stone in his hands, men knew 
enough about right and wrong to hide when they had done wrong. Adam did not need a 
seminary professor to explain guilt to him. The moment he sinned, he covered himself and 
headed for the bushes (Genesis 3:7–8). Cain did not need a leather-bound study Bible to 
tell him murder was wrong; after killing Abel, he lied to God and complained about the 
consequences (Genesis 4:8–14). Something inside fallen man testifies. Romans 2:15 calls 
that witness the conscience. It is not salvation, inspiration, revelation, or the voice of the 
Holy Ghost whispering new Scripture into somebody’s ear. It is a witness God placed inside 
a man, and like any witness, it testifies according to what it knows. Sometimes it testifies 
accurately. Sometimes it has been badly instructed. Sometimes years of sin have 
intimidated it into near silence. But the courtroom is there, and every sinner has heard 
proceedings conducted inside it. 

Romans 2 is not teaching that lost Gentiles possess the complete written law of Moses 
mystically downloaded into their nervous system. The wording is exact: they “shew the 
work of the law written in their hearts.” The passage concerns Gentiles “which have not 
the law,” yet they sometimes “do by nature the things contained in the law.” Paul is 
establishing responsibility, not inventing another means of salvation. By the time his 
argument reaches Romans 3, every mouth is stopped and “all the world” has become 
“guilty before God” (Romans 3:19). Conscience therefore does not rescue the sinner from 
judgment; it helps establish why the sinner cannot honestly claim complete moral 
ignorance. God has left witnesses everywhere. Creation testifies outside a man (Romans 
1:19–20), and conscience testifies inside him. One points upward to a Creator; the other 
points inward to responsibility. Fallen man spends a remarkable amount of energy trying to 
cross-examine both witnesses until neither one is allowed to finish a sentence. 

The great mistake is to make conscience more than God made it. Modern religion loves an 
internal oracle. “I just feel this is right.” “I have peace about it.” “Something inside tells me 
God approves.” That sounds very spiritual until Titus 1:15 speaks of a conscience that is 
defiled, First Timothy 4:2 speaks of one seared with a hot iron, First Corinthians 8 speaks 
of a conscience that is weak, and Hebrews 10:22 speaks of an evil conscience. Clearly, 
conscience is not an infallible Bible bound in human skin. If it were, Scripture would never 



warn that it can become weak, wounded, defiled, evil, and seared. Conscience is a 
witness, and witnesses can be misinformed, frightened, corrupted, bribed, or ignored. The 
word of God remains the standard. Conscience sits in the witness box; it does not climb 
onto the Judge’s bench. Confusing those two positions has produced enough religious 
nonsense to fill a courthouse from basement to bell tower. 

1. The Conscience Bears Witness; It Does Not Write the Law 

Romans 2:15 says, “their conscience also bearing witness.” That expression settles the 
basic office of conscience. A witness does not manufacture the law under which a case is 
tried. He does not decide what statutes ought to exist. He testifies concerning what he 
knows. Conscience functions in much the same way. It reacts to a man’s understanding of 
right and wrong and gives testimony concerning his actions, intentions, and thoughts. 
When a man violates what he believes to be right, conscience rises and points a finger. 
When he acts consistently with what he believes to be right, conscience may excuse him. 
Paul says the thoughts are “accusing or else excusing one another.” There is your 
courtroom. Evidence is presented, arguments begin, charges are filed, excuses are offered, 
and all of it can happen while a man is sitting silently in a chair looking as innocent as a 
hymnbook. The loudest courtroom in town may be the one nobody else can hear. 

Because conscience bears witness rather than creates truth, its testimony is only as 
dependable as the standard by which it has been educated. A man raised among thieves 
may have little immediate pang about stealing but tremendous outrage when somebody 
steals from him. A pagan may feel guilty for eating a food that Scripture permits while 
feeling no guilt about bowing before an idol. First Corinthians 8:7 describes believers 
whose “conscience being weak is defiled” in connection with meat offered to idols. Their 
conscience responded according to associations and understanding. The meat had not 
acquired demons in the butcher shop. Paul knew “that an idol is nothing in the world” (1 
Corinthians 8:4), yet another believer’s conscience had not been educated to that point. 
Conscience is therefore like an alarm system: valuable, necessary, and worth listening to, 
but if somebody wires the windows backward and disconnects the front door, the problem 
is not with the existence of alarms. The system needs truth. 

That distinction destroys the popular notion that sincerity is a substitute for Scripture. Saul 
of Tarsus was sincere enough to persecute Christians. He later testified, “I verily thought 
with myself, that I ought to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth” (Acts 
26:9). He thought he ought to do it. There is conscience operating according to corrupted 
religious information. First Timothy 1:13 says he “did it ignorantly in unbelief.” His sincerity 
did not turn persecution into righteousness. A sincere man going south on a northbound 
highway is sincerely going the wrong direction. Nobody at the state line hands him a medal 



because his steering wheel convictions were heartfelt. Scripture determines truth; 
conscience responds to what the man believes truth to be. That is why the Christian does 
not merely ask, “Does this bother my conscience?” He asks first, “What saith the 
scripture?” (Romans 4:3). 

2. The Inner Courtroom Accuses and Excuses 

Paul’s language in Romans 2:15 is astonishingly precise: “their thoughts the mean while 
accusing or else excusing one another.” The conscience does not operate in a vacuum. 
Thoughts begin arguing the case. One says, “That was wrong.” Another says, “Yes, but you 
had a reason.” One says, “You lied.” Another answers, “I was protecting somebody.” One 
says, “You were proud.” Another replies, “I was defending the truth.” Within seconds fallen 
man can assemble an entire defense team. Nobody had to teach Adam that trick. When 
God confronted him, Adam replied, “The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave 
me of the tree, and I did eat” (Genesis 3:12). He confessed the act while filing an appeal 
against responsibility. The woman blamed the serpent. The serpent, having apparently 
attended no law school, said nothing. Human nature has been more talkative ever since. 

The accusing side of conscience is seen plainly in John 8:9, where Christ’s accusers, “being 
convicted by their own conscience, went out one by one.” Christ had said, “He that is 
without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her” (John 8:7). Suddenly those men 
discovered that the courtroom they had built for the woman had opened a second session 
inside themselves. Their feet began doing what their mouths would not do: confessing that 
they were in no condition to pretend sinlessness. Conscience can turn a crowded room 
strangely quiet. A man may out-argue his wife, his preacher, his parents, and every friend 
he has, then lie awake at two in the morning losing an argument with himself. God 
constructed the witness box where no attorney can permanently lock the door. You can 
leave church early, block the preacher online, and move three states away, but taking your 
conscience with you is terribly inconvenient. 

Yet the excusing side is equally powerful. Fallen man does not merely commit sin; he 
manufactures explanations afterward. Proverbs 16:2 says, “All the ways of a man are clean 
in his own eyes; but the LORD weigheth the spirits.” That is the human defense department 
in one verse. Man is remarkably talented at laundering motives. Covetousness becomes 
ambition. Gossip becomes concern. Cowardice becomes caution. Compromise becomes 
kindness. Pride becomes discernment. Rebellion becomes authenticity. Give the flesh ten 
minutes and it can put a necktie on nearly any sin. But changing the label does not change 
the contents. Poison marked “vitamins” remains poison. Conscience may be persuaded 
temporarily by clever excuses, especially when the same excuse has been rehearsed often 
enough, but God is not sitting in heaven waiting for the defendant to explain the 



technicality that makes disobedience righteous. “There is no wisdom nor understanding 
nor counsel against the LORD” (Proverbs 21:30). 

3. Every Man Knows Enough to Be Responsible 

Romans 2 sits within Paul’s larger demonstration that mankind is accountable to God. 
Romans 1 deals with Gentile idolatry and suppression of truth revealed through creation. 
Romans 2 turns toward moral judgment and Jewish privilege under the law. By Romans 3, 
the verdict is universal: “There is none righteous, no, not one” (Romans 3:10), and “all have 
sinned, and come short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). Conscience belongs inside 
that argument. God is not saying every lost man possesses equal biblical knowledge. He 
plainly does not. A tribesman without Scripture does not know Romans 5:8 merely because 
he has a conscience. Conscience does not preach the death, burial, and resurrection of 
Christ. It does, however, bear witness to moral responsibility. The man who complains 
loudly when somebody cheats him has already admitted that fairness exists. The liar who 
becomes furious when lied to has accidentally preached a sermon against himself. 

This is why moral indignation can be such an amusing boomerang in fallen humanity. A 
thief objects to being robbed. An adulterer becomes jealous. A dishonest businessman 
complains about crooked politicians. A child who just broke three rules cries, “That’s not 
fair!” when his sibling receives one extra cookie. The conscience may be crooked, but the 
concept of moral judgment keeps leaking through the cracks. Romans 2:1 says, “wherein 
thou judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same 
things.” Man regularly demonstrates that he understands judgment by applying it to 
everybody except the fellow shaving in his mirror. He wants moral absolutes when he is the 
victim and moral flexibility when he is the defendant. The courthouse changes rules 
depending on which chair he occupies. God’s court does not. “Shall not the Judge of all the 
earth do right?” (Genesis 18:25). He will, and nobody will overturn His verdict on a 
procedural technicality. 

Conscience therefore leaves man without the comfortable fiction that he is merely an 
advanced animal behaving according to chemicals. Scripture treats him as a moral 
creature answerable to his Creator. Ecclesiastes 3:11 says God “hath set the world in their 
heart,” and Ecclesiastes ends with the declaration that “God shall bring every work into 
judgment, with every secret thing” (Ecclesiastes 12:14). Man may reduce himself to biology 
when he wants to escape responsibility, but he immediately becomes a moral philosopher 
when somebody dents his automobile and drives away. Nobody says, “His molecules 
compelled him; I must not judge.” Suddenly justice matters. That instinctive demand for 
accountability reveals more than modern materialism likes to admit. Conscience is not 
complete revelation, but it continually reminds man that acts have moral weight. He can 



call himself an animal during the lecture, but when somebody steals his wallet, he wants 
the police. 

4. Conscience Can Be Educated by Truth or Corrupted by Error 

A conscience begins functioning with moral awareness, but its judgments are shaped 
through teaching, example, habit, and belief. That is why Scripture places such enormous 
emphasis on truth. Jesus said, “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth” (John 
17:17). The believer’s conscience must therefore be brought under Scripture rather than 
Scripture brought before the conscience for approval. A young Christian may feel guilty 
about something God never prohibited because somebody handed him human tradition 
and stamped “Thus saith the Lord” across the top. Another believer may feel perfectly 
comfortable with conduct Scripture plainly condemns because he has been marinating in 
worldly thinking for twenty years. Neither feeling settles the question. The Bible does. A 
compass beside a magnet may confidently point the wrong way, and yelling, “But the 
needle feels sincere!” will not get the ship home. Move the magnet. Straighten the 
standard. Let Scripture retrain the conscience. 

Paul understood the importance of a properly maintained conscience. He said in Acts 
24:16, “And herein do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience void of offence toward 
God, and toward men.” Notice the word exercise. A good conscience is not maintained by 
spiritual laziness. Paul worked at keeping his conduct clean before God and men. First 
Timothy 1:5 speaks of “a good conscience,” and verse 19 tells Timothy to hold “faith, and a 
good conscience; which some having put away concerning faith have made shipwreck.” 
You can put it away. You can ignore the warning light until the engine locks up. You can 
become so practiced at overriding conviction that rebellion feels routine. The first 
compromise requires an argument; the fiftieth hardly requires a thought. Sin is a skilled 
locksmith. Give it repeated access to the conscience and eventually it learns which 
tumblers to move without making noise. 

Error can corrupt conscience just as surely as sinful practice. First Timothy 4:1–3 describes 
“doctrines of devils,” lies spoken in hypocrisy, a conscience “seared with a hot iron,” and 
man-made religious prohibitions concerning marriage and meats. That is religious 
corruption, not merely barroom wickedness. A conscience can be ruined while holding a 
hymnbook. Men can become deeply convicted about rules God never made and nearly 
indifferent toward commands God plainly gave. Religion has produced people who panic 
over the wrong food on Friday while tolerating idolatry seven days a week. That is not 
holiness; that is a smoke alarm screaming at the refrigerator while the kitchen burns down. 
Scripture must establish proportion. What God calls sin is sin. What God permits cannot 



be made sinful merely because somebody’s tradition acquired seniority. Truth trains 
conscience; superstition tortures it. 

5. A Guilty Conscience Cannot Remove Its Own Guilt 

One of conscience’s most painful functions is accusation after sin has been committed. 
David described something of that inner misery in Psalm 32:3–4: “When I kept silence, my 
bones waxed old through my roaring all the day long. For day and night thy hand was heavy 
upon me.” David had sinned, attempted concealment, and discovered that silence did not 
produce peace. Psalm 51 likewise shows him crying, “For I acknowledge my 
transgressions: and my sin is ever before me” (Psalm 51:3). Conscience can keep the 
evidence on the desk long after everybody else has gone home. Men sometimes imagine 
that concealment removes guilt. It removes witnesses, perhaps. It may remove 
consequences temporarily. It may protect reputation. But the man who committed the act 
was present at the crime scene, and unfortunately for his plan, he brought himself home 
afterward. 

Yet conscience can identify guilt without possessing any power to pay for it. That distinction 
is vital. Feeling bad is not atonement. Remorse is not redemption. Tears do not wash away 
sin. Judas “repented himself” after betraying Christ and returned the thirty pieces of silver, 
yet went out and hanged himself (Matthew 27:3–5). His horror over what he had done did 
not become saving faith. Human religion often mistakes misery for merit, as though enough 
sleepless nights might eventually tip God’s scales. They will not. If guilt could be paid by 
feeling guilty, Christ need never have gone to Calvary. God could simply have sentenced 
every sinner to three weeks of severe regret. But Scripture says, “without shedding of blood 
is no remission” (Hebrews 9:22). The conscience can issue the indictment. It cannot 
furnish the sacrifice. The witness can say, “Guilty.” It cannot say, “Paid in full.” 

That is why Hebrews 9:14 points beyond conscience to the blood of Christ: “How much 
more shall the blood of Christ… purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living 
God?” The answer to guilt is not teaching a man to become comfortable with his record. 
Modern wisdom often wants to repaint the cell and convince the prisoner he was never 
guilty. God opens the door by paying the legal debt. Christ “died for our sins according to 
the scriptures” and “rose again the third day according to the scriptures” (1 Corinthians 
15:3–4). The gospel does not tell the guilty sinner to reinterpret his past until the sting 
disappears. It announces that the Son of God dealt with sin judicially at Calvary. Peace 
comes from a finished payment, not a successful self-talk campaign. The blood answers 
charges that positive thinking cannot even reach. 

6. A Silent Conscience Is Not Necessarily a Clean Conscience 



Perhaps one of the most dangerous conclusions a man can reach is, “It does not bother me 
anymore, therefore it must be all right.” Scripture destroys that reasoning with First Timothy 
4:2: “having their conscience seared with a hot iron.” Seared flesh loses sensitivity. That 
picture is deliberate. Repeated resistance to truth can produce moral numbness. The first 
lie may make the heart pound. Later lies arrive wearing slippers. The first theft requires 
planning and fear; eventually dishonesty becomes bookkeeping. The first exposure to filth 
shocks; repeated exposure trains the eyes to stare. A man then congratulates himself 
because he no longer feels convicted. That is like a leper celebrating because his fingers 
stopped hurting while the disease eats them away. Loss of sensation is not proof of health. 
Sometimes pain disappeared because the nerve died. 

Titus 1:15 adds another condition: “unto them that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing 
pure; but even their mind and conscience is defiled.” A defiled conscience does not merely 
grow quiet; it can begin issuing corrupt judgments. Isaiah 5:20 warns about those who “call 
evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness.” That is what 
happens culturally when enough individuals corrupt the measuring instrument. Yesterday’s 
shame becomes today’s parade. Yesterday’s rebellion becomes today’s identity. 
Yesterday’s restraint becomes today’s oppression. Then society announces that morality 
has “evolved,” which is a polished way of saying the defendant has rewritten the statute 
while the Judge was supposedly not looking. God has not changed because public opinion 
hired a new advertising agency. “For I am the LORD, I change not” (Malachi 3:6). A 
unanimous jury can still be unanimously wrong. 

This is also why peace is not a safe substitute for biblical authority. Jonah slept during a 
storm while running directly from the commandment of God (Jonah 1:5). Apparently a man 
can be sound asleep and completely out of God’s will at the same time. So much for 
making tranquility the final test of obedience. Some people imagine that if they can lie 
down peacefully after making a decision, heaven must have signed the paperwork. Jonah 
could have sold tickets to that theology from the bottom deck. Feelings fluctuate. Habits 
numb. Culture conditions. Pride excuses. Flesh rationalizes. Conscience itself can be 
weakened, wounded, defiled, evil, and seared. But “the scripture cannot be broken” (John 
10:35). When the Bible says one thing and your inner peace says another, peace needs 
correcting. Scripture does not report to your emotions for annual review. 

7. The Bible Must Train the Witness and Govern the Courtroom 

A healthy Christian conscience is therefore a Bible-governed conscience. Hebrews 5:14 
speaks of those “who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good 
and evil.” Discernment grows through use of revealed truth. Psalm 119:11 says, “Thy word 
have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.” Verse 105 says, “Thy word is a 



lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” The believer does not need less Bible and 
more inward guessing. He needs enough Scripture in him that his conscience learns to 
react according to God’s vocabulary. When God says “fornication,” do not rename it a 
relationship. When God says “covetousness,” do not baptize it ambition. When God says 
“pride,” do not issue it a motivational certificate. The Bible has an irritating habit of calling 
things by their right names, which is precisely why fallen flesh keeps trying to replace it with 
softer dictionaries. 

This also guards against the opposite error of manufacturing sins God never named. 
Colossians 2 warns about man-made ordinances—“Touch not; taste not; handle not”—
that possess “a shew of wisdom in will worship” but do not produce genuine spiritual 
victory (Colossians 2:21–23). Human rules can burden conscience without cleansing 
conduct. The flesh loves religion when religion allows it to measure righteousness by 
invented externals. It is much easier to boast about abstaining from something harmless 
than to control the tongue, forgive an enemy, stop lying, reject lust, and walk humbly with 
God. The Pharisee will gladly polish the outside of the cup if nobody examines what is 
swimming around inside it (Matthew 23:25–28). A Bible-trained conscience learns both 
sides: never call sin permissible because culture approves it, and never call something 
sinful merely because tradition disapproves of it. God owns the dictionary. 

Ultimately, conscience should stand as a faithful witness under the authority of Scripture, 
not as an independent judge competing with it. First Peter 3:16 speaks of “having a good 
conscience,” and Paul repeatedly valued the same. But a good conscience is good because 
it operates in truth. The believer should desire that inward witness to be tender enough to 
react quickly when Scripture exposes sin, strong enough not to be manipulated by human 
tradition, informed enough not to confuse liberty with rebellion, and clean enough not to 
require constant excuses. When conscience accuses on biblical grounds, deal with the sin. 
When it accuses because of ignorance, educate it. When it has been wounded, handle it 
carefully. When it becomes numb, get back under the knife of the word of God, which is 
“sharper than any twoedged sword” and “a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the 
heart” (Hebrews 4:12). 

Conclusion 

God put a remarkable witness inside man. Romans 2 does not present conscience as a 
mystical guide to hidden revelation but as part of God’s case demonstrating human 
accountability. Even Gentiles without the Mosaic law show “the work of the law written in 
their hearts,” their conscience bearing witness while their thoughts accuse or excuse. That 
inner courtroom follows a man into places where no human witness goes. It sits through 
private conversations, secret motives, hidden sins, quiet compromises, and midnight 



memories. A man can close the curtains, erase the browser history, shred the receipt, 
delete the message, and convince every living soul that nothing happened, yet still find a 
witness sitting inside him with a perfect view of the defendant. That witness is not 
omniscient and it is not infallible, but its existence reminds man that he was created as a 
moral being accountable to Someone above himself. The courtroom points beyond itself to 
the Judge. 

But fallen man has spent his history trying to corrupt the proceedings. Sin bribes the jury. 
Pride coaches the witness. Tradition submits forged evidence. Popular opinion crowds the 
gallery and boos whenever Scripture enters the room. The flesh appoints itself defense 
attorney and can produce an excuse before the prosecution finishes reading the charge. 
Given enough repetition, conscience can become weak, wounded, defiled, evil, or seared. 
That is why “follow your conscience” is incomplete advice. Follow a conscience trained by 
the word of God. Otherwise you may simply follow an internal witness who learned his 
testimony from a crooked world. The safest conscience is not the one that never troubles 
you. The safest conscience is the one that troubles you when God’s Book says you are 
wrong and remains quiet when God’s Book says you are free. A straight witness needs a 
straight standard. 

And when that witness truthfully says, “Guilty,” do not shoot the witness. Do not drug it with 
entertainment, drown it in activity, smother it with excuses, or hire religion to teach it new 
vocabulary. Come to the remedy God provided. The blood of Jesus Christ does what 
conscience never could: it answers guilt with payment. The gospel declares that “Christ 
died for our sins according to the scriptures,” was buried, and “rose again the third day 
according to the scriptures” (1 Corinthians 15:3–4). The saved man can then seek to walk 
with “a conscience void of offence toward God, and toward men” (Acts 24:16), not because 
conscience became his Bible, but because the Bible became the standard governing his 
conscience. God placed the witness inside the courtroom, but He kept the lawbook in His 
own hands. Blessed is the man who learns the difference before he mistakes the testimony 
of the witness for the voice of the Judge. 

 

 

2 of 10: The Conscience — Accusing and Excusing Thoughts in the Courtroom of the 
Heart 

Key Passage: Romans 2:15 — “Which shew the work of the law written in their hearts, 
their conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or 
else excusing one another;)” 



Introduction 

Romans 2:15 opens a courtroom that no architect ever designed and no bailiff ever unlocks 
in the morning. It is already operating inside a man. Paul says the conscience is “bearing 
witness,” while the thoughts are “accusing or else excusing one another.” There is the 
prosecution, there is the defense, there is testimony, and there is a man listening to 
arguments about his own conduct. He may be walking down the road, sitting alone at night, 
driving to work, lying in bed, or smiling across a dinner table while an entire trial is taking 
place beneath the surface. One thought says, “You should not have done that.” Another 
says, “Yes, but look what they did first.” One says, “You lied.” Another answers, “I only left 
out part of the truth.” One says, “That was revenge.” Another says, “No, that was justice.” 
Fallen man may not own a courthouse, but he keeps a very busy legal practice inside his 
own heart. 

The doctrinal setting matters. Romans 2 is part of Paul’s inspired prosecution of mankind 
before God. Romans 1 has exposed the Gentile world for suppressing truth, corrupting 
worship, and changing “the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image” (Romans 1:23). 
Romans 2 turns upon the moralist and then upon the Jew who boasts in the law while 
breaking it. Paul is not teaching salvation through conscience, nor is he saying that Gentiles 
possess the complete Mosaic law naturally written inside them. He says they “shew the 
work of the law written in their hearts,” with conscience bearing witness and thoughts 
accusing or excusing. By Romans 3:19 the case is closed: “every mouth may be stopped, 
and all the world may become guilty before God.” Conscience does not save the 
defendant. It helps explain why the defendant cannot honestly claim there was never any 
testimony against him. 

The frightening part is not merely that man has accusing thoughts. It is that he has become 
extraordinarily skilled at manufacturing excusing thoughts. Fallen nature does not like a 
guilty verdict, so it keeps an attorney on permanent retainer. The conscience says, “Wrong,” 
and the flesh immediately objects. It compares, minimizes, shifts blame, changes 
definitions, appeals to pressure, rewrites motives, cites somebody else’s worse behavior, 
and then petitions for dismissal because the defendant has suffered enough by having to 
think about the matter. Sin commits the crime, pride hires the lawyer, and imagination 
starts tampering with the evidence. Yet Scripture does not allow man to move the 
courthouse whenever the verdict becomes uncomfortable. “God shall judge the secrets of 
men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel” (Romans 2:16). The inner courtroom may 
become crooked, but the final court never will. 

1. The Prosecutor Speaks, and the Defense Attorney Objects 



The word “accusing” in Romans 2:15 is plain enough for anybody who has ever been caught 
doing wrong. Something inside begins presenting the charge. Nathan told David, “Thou art 
the man” (2 Samuel 12:7), but long before every sinner gets a Nathan standing in front of 
him, he usually has testimony stirring inside him. The accusing thought identifies the act 
and refuses to call it innocent. “You knew better.” “You said that to hurt him.” “You took 
what was not yours.” “You looked because you wanted to look.” “You promised, and you 
broke it.” Those accusations are not always infallible, because conscience can be weak or 
wrongly instructed, but when accusation agrees with Scripture, the matter is not 
complicated. The flesh merely wishes it were. A thief can debate property rights until 
sunrise, but if he took what belonged to somebody else, the sunrise will find him with 
stolen goods and a vocabulary. 

Then comes the word “excusing.” The flesh is rarely content to sit quietly while the charge is 
read. It begins preparing arguments. “I was tired.” “I was angry.” “They pushed me.” 
“Nobody understands what I have been through.” “Everybody does it.” “I did not mean it 
that way.” “It was only once.” “At least I am not as bad as him.” One thought prosecutes 
while another thought tries to secure an acquittal. That is exactly the courtroom picture 
Paul gives. The amazing thing is how quickly the defense can appear. A man can sin at 3:00 
and have a complete legal brief prepared by 3:02. Fallen nature does not require research 
time. It has been practicing since Eden. The old man can turn one commandment into 
twelve exceptions before a modern committee finishes choosing the refreshments. 

This does not mean every excuse is identical or every circumstance irrelevant. Scripture 
recognizes ignorance, weakness, temptation, provocation, and degrees of responsibility. 
But none of those things gives a man authority to rename sin. David had pressures. Moses 
had provocation. Peter had fear. Jonah had opinions. None of those circumstances 
converted disobedience into obedience. A reason may explain why a man sinned without 
proving that he did not sin. That distinction is where the flesh begins sweating. It wants 
explanation to become exoneration. “Here is why I did it” quietly turns into “therefore I was 
right to do it.” But God can understand every circumstance perfectly and still call the act 
exactly what it was. The Judge does not need your defense attorney to brief Him on facts He 
already knew before you were born. 

2. Adam Opened the First Defense Office in Eden 

Genesis 3 gives the earliest great example of excusing thoughts becoming spoken 
arguments. Adam had received a direct command from God: “Of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it” (Genesis 2:17). There was nothing difficult about 
the wording. God did not issue seventeen pages of regulations with an appendix and a 
glossary. One tree was forbidden. Adam ate. Then God asked, “Hast thou eaten of the tree, 



whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?” (Genesis 3:11). Adam could have 
answered with three words: “Yes, I did.” Instead he said, “The woman whom thou gavest to 
be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat” (Genesis 3:12). There is fallen man’s 
defense strategy in its infant form, already walking upright and wearing a suit. 

Notice the craftsmanship in Adam’s answer. He admits the act at the end but rearranges 
responsibility before getting there. First comes “the woman.” Then comes “whom thou 
gavest.” Adam manages to involve both Eve and God before finally admitting, “I did eat.” 
That is impressive legal work for a man wearing fig leaves. The charge was disobedience, 
but the defense redirects attention toward circumstances and other parties. Eve then 
follows the pattern: “The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat” (Genesis 3:13). Again the act 
is admitted, but another actor enters the sentence first. Fallen man has been inserting 
other names into his confession ever since. “I sinned because she…” “I lost my temper 
because he…” “I lied because they…” The moment confession acquires a “because” 
designed to transfer guilt, repentance has started negotiating. 

God did not accept the excuses as acquittals. He judged the serpent, the woman, and the 
man according to their respective responsibility. He understood every influence better than 
they did, yet understanding the influences did not erase personal accountability. James 
1:14 makes the principle brutally personal: “But every man is tempted, when he is drawn 
away of his own lust, and enticed.” Notice the expression “his own lust.” The verse does not 
say every man is tempted because somebody else ruined his week. The temptation may 
come from outside, but something inside responds. That is why blame shifting never cures 
sin. You can move blame around the courtroom like furniture, but the stain remains on the 
defendant. Adam discovered that paradise itself is not enough to keep a man right when 
the man chooses wrong. 

3. Comparison Is the Favorite Exhibit of the Guilty 

One of the flesh’s favorite ways to excuse itself is comparison. Instead of asking, “What did 
God say about what I did?” the guilty man asks, “Am I worse than that fellow?” Suddenly 
the courtroom becomes a competition. The liar finds a bigger liar. The gossip finds 
somebody crueler. The covetous man finds a thief. The proud man finds somebody louder. 
The lukewarm Christian finds somebody who quit church altogether and then 
congratulates himself for spiritual achievement. Second Corinthians 10:12 says men 
“measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, are 
not wise.” The standard was never your neighbor’s failure. A crooked ruler does not become 
straight because another ruler is bent worse. Yet sinners love comparative righteousness 
because there is always somebody available who can make almost anybody look 
respectable from a sufficient distance. 



The Pharisee in Luke 18 brought comparison straight into prayer. He said, “God, I thank 
thee, that I am not as other men are” (Luke 18:11). Notice that his supposed righteousness 
depends heavily upon “other men.” He lists extortioners, unjust people, adulterers, and 
finally the publican standing nearby. He is not measuring himself by God’s holiness; he is 
shopping the room for a convenient sinner. The publican, by contrast, says, “God be 
merciful to me a sinner” (Luke 18:13). He does not produce exhibits from somebody else’s 
case file. Christ says that man went down to his house justified rather than the other. The 
Pharisee had a longer résumé, a cleaner public image, and probably better church clothes, 
but the publican had stopped arguing. Heaven is not impressed by a defendant who proves 
that another defendant committed more felonies. 

Comparison is especially dangerous because it can quiet accusation without removing 
guilt. A man feels the conscience stir over his temper, then remembers somebody whose 
temper is worse. Relief arrives. The conscience says, “You have neglected prayer,” and the 
flesh answers, “At least I still read my Bible sometimes.” The conscience says, “You are 
bitter,” and the flesh responds, “You should hear what they said about me.” Every charge 
receives an exhibit marked SOMEONE WORSE. That may comfort pride, but it cannot 
satisfy Scripture. First Peter 1:16 says, “Be ye holy; for I am holy.” God did not say, “Be 
slightly holier than the fellow two pews behind you.” The Christian standard is never the 
lowest performer available. Comparison is a courtroom trick whereby the defendant 
requests acquittal because another criminal parked badly outside. 

4. The Flesh Renames the Crime Before the Verdict Arrives 

Another method of excusing thought is redefining the offense. If conscience accuses a man 
of something unpleasant, the flesh reaches for a softer word. The Bible says “lying”; man 
says “managing the narrative.” Scripture says “fornication”; culture says “a relationship.” 
God says “covetousness”; business calls it “drive.” Scripture says “pride”; the flesh calls it 
“knowing my worth.” The Bible says “bitterness”; man says “I have boundaries.” Not every 
use of those modern expressions is sinful, but language becomes dangerous when it is 
used to conceal what God has plainly named. Isaiah 5:20 pronounces woe upon those who 
“call evil good, and good evil.” Changing the label on the bottle does not alter the poison 
inside it. You can write “spring water” across a jar of arsenic with beautiful handwriting and 
still kill the customer. 

Saul tried this after disobeying God concerning Amalek. Samuel asked about the bleating 
of sheep and lowing of oxen in his ears (1 Samuel 15:14). Saul had spared what God 
commanded to be destroyed, but he quickly produced religious language: “the people 
spared the best of the sheep and of the oxen, to sacrifice unto the LORD thy God” (1 
Samuel 15:15). Disobedience had apparently entered the worship ministry. Saul took 



rebellion, wrapped it in sacrificial vocabulary, and expected the prophet to admire the 
packaging. Samuel answered with the famous truth, “to obey is better than sacrifice” (1 
Samuel 15:22). That sentence demolishes an entire warehouse of religious excuses. You 
cannot sanctify disobedience by giving it a ministry purpose. God is not required to approve 
the thing merely because somebody intends to put His name on the brochure. 

The conscience is especially vulnerable when words are repeatedly softened. A man who 
refuses to say “I lied” can avoid the force of confession by saying, “I misspoke.” A man who 
refuses to say “I was jealous” can say, “I had concerns.” A man who refuses to say “I 
wanted revenge” can announce that he was “standing for principle.” Sometimes those 
descriptions may be accurate; often they are verbal camouflage. Proverbs 28:13 says, “He 
that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall 
have mercy.” Confession requires calling the thing what God calls it. The flesh prefers fog 
because fog makes evidence hard to photograph. Scripture turns on the courtroom lights. 
God’s vocabulary is troublesome only to the man trying to smuggle sin through customs 
under another name. 

5. Circumstances Explain Temptation but Do Not Rewrite Commandments 

Excusing thoughts frequently appeal to pressure. “I was exhausted.” “I was under stress.” “I 
felt cornered.” “They provoked me.” Some circumstances genuinely increase temptation, 
and Scripture is not ignorant of human weakness. Christ told His disciples, “the spirit 
indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak” (Matthew 26:41). Yet weakness is not a blank check 
for disobedience. Moses was provoked at Meribah, but Psalm 106:33 says the people 
“provoked his spirit, so that he spake unadvisedly with his lips.” The provocation was real; 
the wrong speech was still wrong. God can distinguish between the match and the 
gasoline. Fallen man prefers to blame the match for everything because the gasoline 
belongs to him. 

Joseph provides the opposite picture in Genesis 39. He had circumstances that modern 
flesh would have used for a twelve-volume excuse. He was young, away from home, 
enslaved, falsely positioned under another man’s authority, and repeatedly solicited by 
Potiphar’s wife. Yet his answer was, “how then can I do this great wickedness, and sin 
against God?” (Genesis 39:9). Joseph did not deny the pressure; he refused to let pressure 
rename wickedness. He fled. That is Bible morality. The commandment does not melt 
because the room gets hot. If temptation automatically excused sin, temptation itself 
would become righteousness’ funeral. Every sinner could simply testify that circumstances 
were difficult, and the devil could close his business because men would be acquitting 
themselves for free. 



The great lesson is that circumstance may explain the battlefield but not determine the 
winner. First Corinthians 10:13 tells believers that God “will with the temptation also make 
a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.” The verse does not promise a temptation-
free life. It promises God’s faithfulness within temptation. A believer therefore cannot build 
theology upon the sentence, “I had no choice.” There are situations where every available 
human option may carry pain, loss, or difficulty, but sin is never sanctified merely because 
obedience costs something. Daniel could have stopped praying. The three Hebrews could 
have bowed. Joseph could have stayed in the room. None did. Faith often discovers that 
the “impossible situation” was really a costly obedience wearing work clothes. 

6. Fallen Man Changes the Standard After Breaking It 

Another courtroom trick is to change the standard after the act has been committed. 
Before a man wants to sin, the rule may seem clear. Afterward, he suddenly discovers 
nuance. Before the money is taken, stealing is wrong. Afterward, he was merely 
“borrowing.” Before the angry words are spoken, cruelty is wrong. Afterward, he was “being 
honest.” Before the promise is broken, faithfulness matters. Afterward, circumstances 
have “changed.” The standard stretches conveniently around the defendant. Proverbs 20:6 
says, “Most men will proclaim every one his own goodness.” Of course they will. If every 
defendant writes his own criminal code, the prisons will be empty by noon. Human nature 
loves morality provided it retains editing privileges. 

Judges 17:6 describes a nation sinking into this very condition: “every man did that which 
was right in his own eyes.” Notice the verse does not say every man deliberately did what he 
believed was wicked. He did what was “right in his own eyes.” That is more dangerous. 
Once the eye becomes the standard, the sinner can manufacture righteousness by 
adjusting his eyesight. Proverbs 12:15 says, “The way of a fool is right in his own eyes.” 
Proverbs 16:2 says, “All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes; but the LORD 
weigheth the spirits.” Scripture keeps returning to the problem because man keeps 
returning to the mirror. He prefers a standard that can be negotiated, softened, 
modernized, and occasionally put on vacation. 

God’s standard does not move because the sinner already crossed the line. Psalm 119:89 
says, “For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven.” Settled. Not polling. Not evolving. 
Not awaiting cultural review. The commandment does not become unreasonable after you 
disobey it. The truth does not become outdated when it inconveniences your appetite. That 
is why the word of God must remain outside the defendant’s control. Man cannot be 
trusted to write the law for his own case. Give him the pen and he will add an amendment 
saying that whatever happened last night was probably acceptable under unusual 
circumstances. God kept the Book out of our editorial department for a reason. 



7. Scripture Must Overrule the Excusing Thought 

The answer to the crooked courtroom is not the destruction of thought but the subjection 
of thought to truth. Second Corinthians 10:5 speaks of “bringing into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Christ.” The believer cannot prevent every thought from 
entering the courtroom, but he does not have to let every thought practice law. Some 
thoughts are liars. Some are cowards. Some are flatterers. Some are defense attorneys 
hired by lust. A thought says, “You deserve this.” Scripture asks, “Where did God promise 
that?” A thought says, “They made you do it.” Scripture asks, “Why did you obey them 
rather than God?” A thought says, “Nobody will know.” Scripture replies, “all things are 
naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do” (Hebrews 4:13). 
Scripture is the witness the flesh cannot successfully cross-examine. 

Hebrews 4:12 says the word of God is “quick, and powerful, and sharper than any 
twoedged sword,” and is “a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” That reaches 
deeper than behavior. Men often defend an action by presenting a noble motive, but 
Scripture examines both the act and the intent. A man may give and want applause. He 
may preach and want admiration. He may correct somebody and secretly enjoy hurting 
him. He may remain silent and call it meekness when it is really cowardice. He may speak 
boldly and call it courage when it is really pride. The word of God cuts through those 
disguises. Human courts struggle to establish motive; God reads the heart without issuing 
a subpoena. The Judge does not need surveillance footage of the soul. 

The believer therefore needs a conscience trained beneath an open Bible. When accusing 
thoughts agree with Scripture, confess the sin instead of appealing the verdict. First John 
1:9 tells the believer, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” When excusing thoughts contradict Scripture, 
reject the excuse. When conscience condemns something Scripture permits, educate the 
conscience rather than inventing another commandment. The goal is not perpetual guilt; it 
is honest judgment. “For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged” (1 
Corinthians 11:31). Self-judgment is not self-hatred. It is agreeing with God before pride 
has time to call another witness. 

Conclusion 

Romans 2:15 gives a remarkably accurate portrait of fallen man: conscience bearing 
witness, thoughts accusing, thoughts excusing. The courtroom never stays empty for long. 
One thought reads the charge; another reaches for technicalities. One says, “You sinned.” 
Another says, “Yes, but…” And that little word “but” has probably carried more contraband 
into the human heart than a fleet of smugglers. “I lied, but…” “I was bitter, but…” “I 



disobeyed, but…” “I know what the Bible says, but…” What follows is usually the flesh’s 
closing argument. The mature believer learns to recognize the sound. When confession 
constantly requires an attached explanation proving why the sin was nearly justified, the 
defendant is still trying to win the case. 

Adam blamed Eve and indirectly blamed God. Eve blamed the serpent. Saul blamed the 
people and dressed disobedience for church. The Pharisee compared himself with 
somebody worse. Israel repeatedly did what was right in its own eyes. None of those 
strategies altered God’s verdict. Fallen man is endlessly inventive, but sin’s legal 
department has been recycling the same arguments since Genesis 3. Compare yourself 
with somebody worse. Change the vocabulary. Blame pressure. Appeal to intention. 
Rewrite the standard. Point at somebody else. Question whether the commandment really 
applies. The office furniture has changed, but the defense firm is the same. Scripture walks 
into the courtroom and reduces the whole performance to one question: what did God 
say? 

That is where conscience must finally be brought. Not to culture, not to feelings, not to 
majority opinion, not to personal history, and not to whatever explanation makes the 
defendant most comfortable. Bring the accusation to Scripture. Bring the excuse to 
Scripture. Bring the motive, the circumstance, the comparison, and the revised definition 
to Scripture. Let “the word of Christ dwell in you richly” (Colossians 3:16), and let the Book 
conduct the examination. A clean conscience is not produced by winning every argument 
against yourself. It is produced by agreeing with God, confessing what He condemns, 
forsaking what He forbids, and walking in the light He gives. The inner courtroom becomes 
dangerous when the defendant writes the law, coaches the witness, and appoints himself 
judge. God has already supplied the standard. The wisest thing a man can do is stop 
arguing with the evidence. 

 

 

3 of 10: The Conscience — When a Weak Conscience Condemns What God Never 
Condemned 

Key Passage: 1 Corinthians 8:7–13 — “Howbeit there is not in every man that 
knowledge: for some with conscience of the idol unto this hour eat it as a thing offered 
unto an idol; and their conscience being weak is defiled. But meat commendeth us not 
to God: for neither, if we eat, are we the better; neither, if we eat not, are we the worse. 
But take heed lest by any means this liberty of yours become a stumblingblock to 
them that are weak. For if any man see thee which hast knowledge sit at meat in the 



idol's temple, shall not the conscience of him which is weak be emboldened to eat 
those things which are offered to idols; And through thy knowledge shall the weak 
brother perish, for whom Christ died? But when ye sin so against the brethren, and 
wound their weak conscience, ye sin against Christ. Wherefore, if meat make my 
brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while the world standeth, lest I make my brother to 
offend.” 

Introduction 

One of the most important lessons a Christian can ever learn about conscience is that 
feeling guilty and actually being guilty are not always the same thing. That statement scares 
religious people who have been trained to treat every uneasy feeling as though God Himself 
just handed down a verdict from heaven, but First Corinthians 8 will not allow that kind of 
confusion. Paul speaks plainly about a “weak conscience.” The man with the weak 
conscience is not necessarily committing an act that God has forbidden; in the passage he 
can be troubled over meat that, in itself, has no moral power at all. Paul says, “meat 
commendeth us not to God.” Eating it does not make the Christian better, and refusing it 
does not make him worse. Yet the weak believer can feel condemned over it because his 
conscience has not been fully educated by truth. That means conscience can sound an 
alarm where God has not declared a fire. The alarm is real, but the building may not be 
burning. 

That distinction is essential because Christians can make two opposite mistakes with 
equal enthusiasm. One crowd turns every personal hesitation into a universal 
commandment. They do not merely say, “My conscience will not allow me to do this”; they 
announce that nobody spiritual could possibly do it. Their private scruple becomes the 
sixty-seventh book of the Bible, usually printed in invisible ink and available only through 
them. The other crowd discovers Christian liberty and begins swinging it around like a 
crowbar, boasting about what they can do while trampling believers whose understanding 
has not yet matured. Both are wrong. The weak brother must not make weakness the law of 
the church, and the knowledgeable brother must not turn knowledge into a weapon against 
the weak. Paul’s answer is not ignorance, arrogance, or bondage. It is truth governed by 
charity. Knowledge straightens the conscience, and charity governs how that knowledge is 
used. 

First Corinthians 8 therefore forces us to distinguish three things that modern religion 
constantly mixes together: God’s commandment, a man’s conscience, and another man’s 
tradition. They are not identical. God’s word is infallible. Conscience is not. Tradition may 
be right, wrong, harmless, foolish, useful, or downright contrary to Scripture depending 
upon what it teaches. A Christian can inherit a prohibition that God never gave, obey it 



sincerely for years, and feel guilty the first time he discovers biblical liberty. That does not 
mean he should violate his conscience recklessly; Romans 14:23 warns, “whatsoever is 
not of faith is sin.” But neither does it mean his present scruple must remain forever. 
Conscience is meant to be educated. A weak conscience should become stronger under 
Scripture until it learns the difference between “God said” and “somebody told me God 
said.” Those two sentences have never been the same. 

1. A Weak Conscience Is Still a Conscience 

Paul does not mock the weak brother in First Corinthians 8. He identifies the condition 
accurately. Verse 7 says, “there is not in every man that knowledge.” The problem is 
deficient knowledge. Some believers in Corinth had spent their former lives surrounded by 
idolatry. Meat associated with an idol carried powerful memories and religious 
associations. When they saw such meat, they did not yet possess the settled 
understanding that Paul states in verse 4: “we know that an idol is nothing in the world, and 
that there is none other God but one.” Their conscience still connected the meat with the 
idol. Therefore when they ate, “their conscience being weak is defiled.” The weakness was 
not that they cared about holiness too much. The weakness was that their conscience had 
not yet caught up with revealed truth. Spiritual maturity does not mean having fewer 
convictions; it means having convictions that increasingly match the Book. 

That is why a weak conscience must be taken seriously without being treated as 
authoritative. If a man sincerely believes an action is wrong and then performs it anyway, 
he is teaching himself to override conscience. That is dangerous even when the action 
itself is not forbidden. Romans 14:14 states the matter carefully: “I know, and am 
persuaded by the Lord Jesus, that there is nothing unclean of itself: but to him that 
esteemeth any thing to be unclean, to him it is unclean.” The thing has not become 
objectively sinful for everybody; the man has acted against what he presently believes to be 
right before God. His conscience needs instruction, not bulldozing. You do not cure a faulty 
smoke detector by training the homeowner to ignore alarms. You repair the detector. A 
conscience repeatedly violated becomes easier to violate, and that is no road toward 
holiness. 

Yet weakness is not a virtue to be preserved in glass. Paul calls it weakness because it is 
something that should mature. Christianity does not award medals for remaining 
confused. Hebrews 5:14 speaks of mature believers “who by reason of use have their 
senses exercised to discern both good and evil.” Discernment grows. Knowledge grows. 
Understanding grows. A new convert may carry a suitcase full of old fears, religious rules, 
cultural taboos, and mistaken associations into the Christian life. Nobody should kick the 
suitcase out of his hands and laugh when it opens. But neither should he unpack it, build a 



house around it, and announce that everybody else must move in. The word of God is 
supposed to sort the baggage. 

2. Guilty Feelings Are Not the Final Court of Appeal 

The great practical error comes when a Christian assumes, “I feel condemned; therefore 
God condemned it.” That conclusion gives conscience an authority Scripture never gives it. 
First John 3:20 says, “if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth 
all things.” There are times when the heart condemns accurately because we have sinned. 
There are also times when the heart is troubled because it is ignorant, fearful, misinformed, 
or carrying yesterday’s associations into today’s liberty. Feelings may accompany 
conviction, but feelings are not inspiration. A thermometer may tell you that you feel hot; it 
cannot write the law of Moses. Likewise conscience can register internal distress without 
possessing authority to manufacture a commandment. God’s word remains the standard 
that judges the conscience, not the other way around. 

Consider how easily associations can become mistaken laws. A man may have lived a 
sinful life before salvation in which certain places, objects, music, foods, customs, or 
activities were tightly connected in his mind with his former rebellion. After conversion, 
even something morally neutral may awaken memories he wants nothing to do with. He 
may wisely avoid it. That can be entirely proper. But his personal necessity does not 
automatically become everybody’s biblical prohibition. One man avoids a thing because 
for him it is a doorway back toward sin; another man can encounter the same neutral thing 
without any such connection. The Bible permits both men to walk carefully before God. 
Trouble begins when personal caution grows a clerical collar and starts pretending to be 
Scripture. 

This is where Christians must learn the difference between conviction and conditioning. 
The distinction is not psychological fog; it is biblical discernment. God convicts through 
truth. A conscience may also react because it has been trained by parents, churches, 
cultures, past sins, or religious systems. Some of that training may be excellent. Some may 
be nonsense. A man raised to believe that wearing a red necktie on Tuesday displeases 
God might experience genuine uneasiness the first time he wears one, but his uneasiness 
would not create a commandment against red neckties. Feelings can testify concerning 
what a man believes; they cannot determine what God said. The conscience is a witness, 
not the legislative branch. 

3. Tradition Can Put Chains Where God Put Liberty 

Religious tradition has an extraordinary ability to transform preference into precept. 
Colossians 2:20–23 warns about regulations summarized by the words, “Touch not; taste 



not; handle not.” Paul says such things can possess “a shew of wisdom in will worship, and 
humility, and neglecting of the body,” yet they are “not in any honour to the satisfying of the 
flesh.” Man-made restrictions can look intensely spiritual. In fact, they often look more 
spiritual than simple Bible obedience because flesh enjoys rules it can display publicly. It is 
easier to brag about something you never touch than to control bitterness, pride, envy, 
gossip, lust, dishonesty, and an unruly tongue. The flesh is perfectly willing to wear a long 
religious coat if nobody checks what it keeps in the pockets. 

Jesus dealt with the same disease among the Pharisees. In Mark 7:7–9 He said, “Howbeit in 
vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men,” and then 
added, “Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition.” 
There is the danger. Tradition does not remain an innocent preference once it begins 
claiming divine authority. A church may have customs. A family may have standards. An 
individual may have boundaries. Fine. But when “we have always done it this way” quietly 
becomes “God commands everybody to do it this way,” somebody has forged the Judge’s 
signature. That is serious business. Man has enough trouble obeying commandments God 
actually wrote without religious people manufacturing spare ones in the basement. 

A Bible-trained Christian therefore asks a simple question whenever somebody declares 
an action sinful: “Where does the Bible say so?” That question is not rebellion. It is 
protection against religious counterfeiting. If Scripture condemns it, the discussion is over. 
If Scripture establishes a principle that clearly governs it, obey the principle. But if the 
entire argument finally reduces to “I was raised that way,” “our church does not do that,” “it 
feels wrong to me,” or “good Christians just know better,” then honesty requires calling the 
rule what it is—a personal or traditional standard, not inspired Scripture. You may still 
choose to keep it. You may have excellent reasons. But do not climb Mount Sinai with a rule 
God never engraved. 

4. Knowledge Without Charity Becomes a Hammer 

The knowledgeable Christian, however, has his own danger. First Corinthians 8 begins, 
“Knowledge puffeth up, but charity edifieth.” Paul is not attacking knowledge; the entire 
chapter corrects ignorance by giving knowledge. He is attacking knowledge separated from 
charity. A man discovers that an idol is nothing, that meat is meat, and that Christian liberty 
is real. Wonderful. Then he begins parading that liberty in front of weaker believers as 
though spiritual maturity consisted of demonstrating how little anything bothers him. That 
is not maturity. That is adolescence with Bible verses. Liberty that needs an audience is 
often pride wearing freedom’s jacket. 



Paul warns in verse 9, “But take heed lest by any means this liberty of yours become a 
stumblingblock to them that are weak.” Notice that he calls it liberty. He does not suddenly 
declare the meat sinful. The knowledgeable believer may be completely right concerning 
the thing itself and completely wrong concerning how he uses his right. Scripture does not 
ask only, “Am I permitted?” It also asks, “What will this do to my brother?” First Corinthians 
10:23 says, “All things are lawful for me, but all things are not expedient: all things are 
lawful for me, but all things edify not.” Christian liberty has brakes. The immature man 
thinks freedom means nobody can tell him what to do. The mature man knows freedom 
gives him the ability to surrender a right for somebody else’s good. 

That principle destroys the smug attitude that says, “If his conscience is weak, that is his 
problem.” Paul says otherwise. First Corinthians 8:12 declares, “when ye sin so against the 
brethren, and wound their weak conscience, ye sin against Christ.” That is not light 
language. Christ takes personally the treatment of believers for whom He died. The strong 
brother cannot shrug while swinging his liberty into another Christian’s face like a hammer. 
The weak brother needs truth, but truth administered without charity can become cruelty. 
A surgeon uses a knife because he intends healing; a mugger uses one because he does 
not care what gets cut. Knowledge must learn the difference. 

5. Charity Does Not Mean Making Weakness the Permanent Standard 

There is another ditch on the opposite side of the road. Because Scripture commands care 
for weak consciences, some conclude that the most sensitive person in the room must 
establish the rules for everybody. That cannot be what Paul means. If every believer’s 
private scruple became binding upon the whole church, Christian liberty would disappear 
by lunchtime. One man objects to meat. Another objects to vegetables. Another objects to 
a day. Another esteems every day alike. Romans 14 deliberately presents differing 
consciences and tells believers not to despise or judge one another over such matters. 
Paul does not solve the disagreement by discovering the most nervous brother and handing 
him the constitution. 

Romans 14:3 says, “Let not him that eateth despise him that eateth not; and let not him 
which eateth not judge him that eateth.” Both sides receive correction. The strong man’s 
temptation is contempt: “Look at that ignorant fellow with all his silly rules.” The weak 
man’s temptation is judgment: “Look at that worldly fellow exercising liberty I do not 
understand.” Pride can wear either uniform. One boasts about freedom; the other boasts 
about restrictions. One says, “I can.” The other says, “I never would.” Meanwhile both may 
be staring at each other instead of looking at Christ. Paul’s remedy is not to declare 
weakness superior. It is to make each believer conscious that “every one of us shall give 
account of himself to God” (Romans 14:12). 



Charity therefore protects weakness while truth corrects weakness. Those two works must 
stay together. If you remove charity, truth becomes a club. If you remove truth, charity 
becomes a nursery where nobody is ever allowed to grow up. The weak brother should not 
be pressured into violating his conscience, but he should be taught patiently from Scripture 
so that conscience becomes stronger. The mature goal is not a church full of people 
terrified by harmless things. Neither is it a church full of loud libertines boasting about how 
free they are. The goal is believers whose consciences are increasingly calibrated to the 
word of God and whose liberty is governed by love. 

6. A Conscience Must Be Educated by Scripture 

Paul’s statement in First Corinthians 8:7 identifies the root problem: “there is not in every 
man that knowledge.” That means knowledge matters. The cure for a weak conscience is 
not repeated reassurance that feelings are supreme; it is biblical instruction. Psalm 
119:130 says, “The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the 
simple.” Light changes how a man sees things. Before instruction, he may fear what God 
permits and tolerate what God forbids. Scripture gradually reverses that confusion. A 
mature conscience becomes sensitive in the right places and free in the right places. It 
trembles at actual sin and stops trembling at imaginary commandments. 

This education requires patience because long-held associations do not always vanish the 
moment somebody reads one verse. A believer may intellectually understand that a thing is 
lawful while still experiencing an old internal reaction to it. Do not mock him. Keep teaching 
him. Let truth do its work. Romans 12:2 speaks of being “transformed by the renewing of 
your mind.” That is a process of replacing crooked thinking with God’s thinking. Scripture 
does not merely tell us what to avoid; it teaches us why. Over time the conscience learns 
new categories. It discovers that holiness is not fear of everything unfamiliar and liberty is 
not permission for everything desirable. 

The word of God also prevents the conscience from drifting in the opposite direction. We 
are not trying to make conscience relaxed; we are trying to make it accurate. A man who 
once called harmless things sinful can overcorrect and begin calling sinful things harmless. 
Galatians 5:13 warns, “use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh.” Christian liberty is not a 
garage sale where commandments are marked down until nothing costs obedience. 
Scripture strengthens conscience by freeing it from false guilt while sharpening it against 
real sin. The goal is not fewer warning lights. It is warning lights connected to the right 
wires. 

7. Learn the Difference Between “God Said” and “I Was Told” 



Every Christian should eventually become skilled at separating divine authority from 
inherited assumption. The phrase “God said” carries absolute weight. The phrase “I was 
taught” does not. Those two statements may coincide, and when they do, thank God for 
faithful teaching. But sometimes they do not. Acts 17:11 praises the Bereans because they 
“searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.” They did not insult the 
preacher by checking the Book. They honored the truth. A believer who never verifies what 
he has been taught can inherit errors with the same confidence that another man inherits 
truth. 

This becomes especially important in matters of conscience because childhood 
instruction and church culture can sink deep roots. Somebody may have warned you 
against a thing with great seriousness, perhaps sincerely believing he was protecting you. 
Years later you discover that Scripture never condemned it. There is no need to become 
bitter or mock the people who taught you. Simply correct the standard. Thank God for 
whatever truth they gave you, discard whatever Scripture does not support, and keep 
moving. Spiritual maturity does not require insulting yesterday’s teacher. It requires 
submitting today’s conscience to the Book. 

And once Scripture establishes liberty, handle it with humility. Do not turn every newly 
discovered freedom into a public demonstration. Paul’s final statement in First Corinthians 
8 is astonishing: “if meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while the world 
standeth.” Paul knew he could eat. He also knew he could refuse. That is liberty at its 
highest level. The strongest man in the room is not always the one insisting upon his rights. 
Sometimes he is the one secure enough to surrender them. A weak conscience says, “I 
cannot.” Pride says, “Nobody can stop me.” Charity says, “I could, but for your sake I will 
not.” 

Conclusion 

A weak conscience teaches us why inward condemnation must never be treated as an 
infallible revelation from God. First Corinthians 8 proves that a believer can feel morally 
troubled by something God has not condemned. The conscience is real; the distress is 
real; but the conclusion can still be wrong. That is why Scripture must stand above feelings, 
traditions, memories, and inherited rules. If God condemns a thing, no amount of inner 
peace can sanctify it. If God permits a thing, no amount of inherited uneasiness can 
transform it into a universal sin. The Book governs both directions. 

At the same time, Bible knowledge must never produce contempt for believers who have 
not yet reached the same understanding. The weak brother is not target practice for the 
strong brother’s liberty. Christ died for him. His conscience matters. His growth matters. 



His walk matters. Do not wound him to prove a point. Teach him. Love him. Give him room 
to grow. Refuse a liberty when exercising it in front of him would push him into conduct he 
believes to be wrong. That is not bondage. That is charity exercising strength. 

And keep growing yourself. Every believer carries assumptions that need examination. Ask 
whether your convictions come from an actual commandment, a sound biblical principle, 
wise personal caution, or merely something repeated so often that it acquired a halo. Keep 
personal standards where needed, but do not forge God’s signature beneath them. 
Strengthen conscience with Scripture until it becomes tender toward genuine sin and calm 
toward things God permits. The mature conscience does not ask merely, “Does this bother 
me?” It asks, “What hath God said?” Once that question governs the courtroom, 
conscience begins to distinguish between the voice of Scripture and the echo of somebody 
else’s rule. 

 

 

4 of 10: The Conscience — Wounding Another Man’s Conscience Is Sin Against Christ 

Key Passage: 1 Corinthians 8:9–13 — “But take heed lest by any means this liberty of 
yours become a stumblingblock to them that are weak. For if any man see thee which 
hast knowledge sit at meat in the idol's temple, shall not the conscience of him which 
is weak be emboldened to eat those things which are offered to idols; And through thy 
knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died? But when ye sin so 
against the brethren, and wound their weak conscience, ye sin against Christ. 
Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while the world 
standeth, lest I make my brother to offend.” 

Introduction 

Christian liberty is one of those Bible truths that the flesh can learn just enough about to 
become dangerous. A man discovers that he is not under the Mosaic law, learns that meat 
cannot commend him to God, finds out that an idol is nothing in the world, and suddenly 
begins walking around with liberty sticking out of every pocket. Then First Corinthians 8 
walks in and ruins the party by saying, “But take heed.” The Holy Ghost does not revoke the 
liberty. He regulates the use of it. The strong believer may know perfectly well that a certain 
thing is lawful, yet still use that lawful thing in such a careless fashion that somebody else’s 
conscience gets wounded. Paul does not call that maturity. He calls it sin. Worse yet, he 
says, “when ye sin so against the brethren, and wound their weak conscience, ye sin 
against Christ.” That ought to slow down any Christian who thinks being doctrinally right 
about his liberty gives him permission to be spiritually reckless with another believer. 



The passage concerns meat offered to idols in Corinth, not every hobby, preference, 
custom, or disagreement somebody can drag into the discussion. Corinth was full of pagan 
temples, sacrifices, and converts whose former lives had been tangled in idolatry. The 
knowledgeable believer understood that “an idol is nothing in the world” (1 Corinthians 
8:4), and he understood that “meat commendeth us not to God” (1 Corinthians 8:8). The 
weaker believer did not yet possess that settled knowledge. For him, eating meat 
associated with the idol could pull his conscience back toward the religious meaning it 
once carried. If the strong brother flaunted his liberty and emboldened the weaker man to 
do what the weaker man still believed was wrong, the strong brother had not merely eaten 
supper. He had helped another believer violate conscience. That is the wound. The steak 
was not sinful; using the steak as a bulldozer was. 

This distinction is desperately needed because Christians can abuse the doctrine from 
both directions. Some believers behave as though any offense, irritation, disagreement, or 
raised eyebrow qualifies as “stumbling” somebody. Others use liberty like a battering ram 
and tell everybody they injure to “grow up.” Scripture supports neither crowd. Biblical 
stumbling is not manufactured outrage. A man does not become your weaker brother 
merely because he dislikes your haircut, dislikes your preference, dislikes your church pew, 
or discovered a new thing to complain about before breakfast. But neither is liberty a divine 
certificate allowing you to push an immature Christian toward conduct his conscience 
condemns. Bible liberty is not freedom from responsibility; it is freedom disciplined by 
charity. The mature question is not merely, “May I?” It is also, “What will my use of this 
liberty do to the brother standing beside me?” 

1. Liberty Is Real, but Liberty Is Not Lord 

Paul begins with the reality of Christian knowledge. First Corinthians 8:4 says, “we know 
that an idol is nothing in the world, and that there is none other God but one.” That is 
doctrinal truth. The meat was meat. The idol was stone, wood, metal, or whatever else 
some pagan craftsman had shaped into an object of worship. The knowledgeable Christian 
was not required to pretend that the idol possessed actual deity merely because his 
neighbor once feared it. Verse 8 says, “neither, if we eat, are we the better; neither, if we eat 
not, are we the worse.” So the passage cannot honestly be used to declare the meat itself 
sinful. Paul establishes liberty before he establishes restraint. God does not need a 
believer to lie about doctrine in order to practice charity. 

But verse 9 begins, “But take heed.” There is the guardrail. Liberty is real, but liberty is not 
lord. Jesus Christ is Lord. The Christian does not bow before a list of man-made 
restrictions, but neither does he bow before his own rights. Some believers escape 
legalism only to become enslaved to proving that nobody can tell them what to do. That is 



not freedom; that is pride with the handcuffs painted gold. Galatians 5:13 says, “For, 
brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, 
but by love serve one another.” Liberty gives the believer room to serve, not a platform from 
which to announce how independent he has become. 

Paul therefore places responsibility directly upon the knowledgeable man. “Take heed lest 
by any means this liberty of yours become a stumblingblock.” Notice the expression 
“liberty of yours.” The liberty remains genuine while its use can become sinful. That 
destroys the shallow argument, “If it is lawful, nobody can criticize how I exercise it.” 
Scripture just did. A hammer is lawful; hitting your brother in the head with it is another 
matter. Knowledge tells you that the hammer is yours. Charity asks why you are swinging it 
near somebody’s skull. Christian maturity is not proved by possessing rights. It is proved by 
knowing when a right should kneel before love. 

2. A Stumblingblock Is Something That Moves a Man Toward Sin 

Paul defines the danger carefully. Verse 10 says, “if any man see thee which hast 
knowledge sit at meat in the idol's temple, shall not the conscience of him which is weak 
be emboldened to eat those things which are offered to idols.” The issue is not that the 
weak man saw something and became annoyed. He was “emboldened” to participate. His 
stronger brother’s example pushed him toward doing something his conscience still 
connected with idolatry. He crossed a line he did not yet believe he could cross before God. 
That is genuine stumbling. The strong brother’s behavior became an influence moving 
another Christian toward an act that, for the weaker man, was not done in faith. 

Romans 14:23 gives the governing principle: “whatsoever is not of faith is sin.” Again, the 
act may be indifferent in itself, but the man acting against conscience sins because he is 
doing what he believes displeases God. That is serious. Teaching somebody to ignore 
conscience is not a harmless experiment. Conscience may need correction, but correction 
comes through Scripture, not social pressure. If a young believer believes a certain neutral 
activity is sinful because of old associations, you do not strengthen him by daring him to do 
it until he stops feeling guilty. That is like curing a child’s fear of traffic by shoving him into 
the highway. Instruction first. Understanding first. Growth first. Liberty is supposed to 
produce maturity, not casualties. 

This also tells us what stumbling is not. Stumbling is not synonymous with “I dislike it.” It is 
not “You irritated me.” It is not “I would never do that.” It is not “My family has a rule about 
that.” It is not “Your liberty makes my personal standards look less universal.” Romans 14 
and First Corinthians 8 concern a believer being influenced toward violating conscience, 
not a professional complainer discovering fresh material. If every complaint became a 



biblical stumblingblock, the church would be governed by whichever member could stay 
offended the longest. That is not charity; that is emotional extortion wearing a weaker-
brother badge. Scripture protects weak consciences, not manipulative consciences. 

3. The Brother You Wound Is Somebody Christ Died For 

First Corinthians 8:11 places enormous value upon the weak believer: “the weak brother 
perish, for whom Christ died.” Whatever questions arise from the word “perish” in the 
immediate practical context, Paul’s point is unmistakable: the man being injured is 
precious to Christ. He is not disposable because his understanding is immature. He is not 
an inconvenience standing between you and your rights. Christ died for him. That phrase 
should make the strongest Christian put the brakes on his liberty before treating the weaker 
believer as a speed bump. 

We easily forget this when somebody’s weakness frustrates us. Mature believers can 
become impatient with people who do not yet see what seems obvious. “How can he not 
understand that?” Perhaps because there was a time when you did not understand it 
either. First Corinthians 4:7 asks, “what hast thou that thou didst not receive?” Knowledge 
itself is received. Nobody was born knowing Romans 14, First Corinthians 8, or 
dispensational truth. Every strong believer was weak somewhere, and every teacher was 
once a student. The man who looks down on an immature Christian because he has 
learned more Bible is like a college graduate mocking a first-grader because the child 
cannot do algebra. Congratulations on surviving arithmetic. 

Christ’s valuation of the weak brother also exposes how selfish liberty can become. A 
believer may argue for an hour about his right to do something that he could surrender in 
ten seconds. Why? Because the issue ceased being the thing and became the ego. 
“Nobody is going to tell me what I can do.” Fine. Nobody needs to. Paul voluntarily says, “if 
meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while the world standeth.” Nobody 
forced him. Charity restrained him where law did not. That is strength. The mature believer 
is so secure in liberty that he does not have to exercise every ounce of it merely to prove he 
owns it. 

4. Wounding a Conscience Is More Serious Than Winning an Argument 

Verse 12 says, “when ye sin so against the brethren, and wound their weak conscience.” 
The word “wound” is not gentle. Paul does not describe a mild inconvenience. A wounded 
conscience has been injured by another believer’s conduct. The weaker man may now be 
confused about where obedience ends and sin begins. He may learn to override internal 
warning before Scripture has corrected his understanding. Once a man gets accustomed 
to doing what he believes is wrong simply because somebody stronger tells him it is fine, a 



dangerous habit has begun. Today the stronger brother may be right about meat. Tomorrow 
somebody may pressure the same weak believer concerning something Scripture actually 
condemns. You do not train a conscience to become healthy by teaching it to surrender 
under peer pressure. 

That is why knowledge without charity becomes destructive. First Corinthians 8:1 says, 
“Knowledge puffeth up, but charity edifieth.” Edification means building. A strong brother 
should build the weak brother. He should give him Bible. He should explain doctrine. He 
should show him patiently why the idol is nothing and why the meat is not spiritually 
contaminated. But if he simply flexes liberty in front of him, he may tear down faster than 
he teaches. Demolition crews can flatten in an afternoon what builders spent months 
constructing. Some Christians are experts at demolition and then congratulate themselves 
because they know where the load-bearing wall was. 

Winning the argument is therefore not enough. You may win every verse, establish every 
point, demonstrate your freedom beyond dispute, and still lose your brother. That is a bad 
trade. Second Timothy 2:24–25 says “the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle 
unto all men, apt to teach, patient.” Truth never needs dishonesty, but truth does require 
wisdom in delivery. A surgeon does not prove the sharpness of his scalpel by waving it 
through the waiting room. He uses it precisely because the patient matters. Biblical 
correction aims at restoration and understanding, not the exhilarating satisfaction of 
making somebody else look foolish. 

5. Manufactured Outrage Is Not a Weak Conscience 

Care must be taken here, because religious people can weaponize the weaker-brother 
principle. Some discover that saying “That offends me” appears to grant them veto power 
over everybody else. But Scripture never says the most easily irritated believer gets to run 
the church. Romans 14:3 commands both sides: “Let not him that eateth despise him that 
eateth not; and let not him which eateth not judge him that eateth.” The abstaining man has 
responsibilities too. He may not turn his scruple into a gavel and begin sentencing 
everybody whose liberty differs from his restrictions. 

A manufactured offense generally wants control; a genuinely weak conscience needs 
protection. Those are not the same thing. The weak believer in First Corinthians 8 is 
vulnerable to being pulled into participation against conscience. He is not standing outside 
the temple with a clipboard collecting violations from stronger Christians. The passage 
describes a man who may be “emboldened” to do what he believes is wrong, not a man 
furious because somebody else did what he personally dislikes. Christian liberty cannot 



survive if every preference can be promoted to biblical prohibition by attaching the word 
“offended” to it. 

Jesus Himself offended religious sensibilities constantly without sinning. Pharisees 
objected when His disciples ate with unwashen hands according to their tradition (Mark 
7:1–13). Christ did not surrender truth to preserve the feelings of men who had elevated 
tradition above Scripture. He exposed the tradition. That teaches us the balance. Never 
wound a genuine weak conscience carelessly, but never surrender biblical truth to 
manufactured outrage. Charity is not cowardice. Sometimes love accommodates 
weakness; sometimes love confronts error. Wisdom knows which patient is wounded and 
which fellow is merely trying to take over the hospital. 

6. Testimony Matters Because Somebody Is Always Learning From Your Example 

First Corinthians 8 places tremendous importance upon what another believer “see”s. “For 
if any man see thee which hast knowledge sit at meat in the idol's temple.” Conduct 
teaches. We may prefer to imagine that private liberty affects only us, but examples travel. 
A father teaches by what he tolerates. A mother teaches by what she excuses. A preacher 
teaches by what he practices. An older Christian teaches the younger simply by being 
watched. First Corinthians 11:1 says, “Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ.” 
That is a sobering verse for anybody with influence. 

The mature believer therefore asks not only whether something is lawful but what lesson 
his conduct communicates. First Corinthians 10:23 says, “all things are lawful for me, but 
all things edify not.” Something may fall inside the border of liberty and still communicate 
carelessness to somebody who cannot see the doctrinal distinctions yet. That does not 
mean we live paralyzed by imagined observers. It means we recognize that influence 
carries weight. The Christian who says, “I do not care what anybody thinks,” has already 
announced that he does not care about several New Testament passages. Testimony is not 
hypocrisy. Hypocrisy pretends to be what it is not. Testimony deliberately avoids using 
liberty in a way that damages somebody else. 

This is particularly important for those who teach. James 3:1 warns, “My brethren, be not 
many masters, knowing that we shall receive the greater condemnation.” More influence 
means more responsibility. If people listen to you, imitate you, learn Bible from you, or 
regard you as spiritually mature, your liberties become louder. What may be harmless in 
your own understanding may be copied by somebody without your understanding. He sees 
the action but not the reasoning. He copies the conclusion without learning the doctrine. A 
child can imitate the way his father holds a tool without understanding what the tool does. 



Mature Christians must therefore teach both liberty and the biblical boundaries that make 
liberty safe. 

7. The Highest Liberty Is the Liberty to Lay Liberty Down 

Paul reaches the climax in verse 13: “Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend, I will 
eat no flesh while the world standeth, lest I make my brother to offend.” That is an 
astonishing statement because Paul does not say meat became sinful. He has already said 
the opposite. He says he is willing to surrender something lawful rather than become the 
cause of another man’s fall. That is Christian liberty at full strength. Weakness says, “I 
cannot eat.” Knowledge says, “I can eat.” Pride says, “I will eat because nobody can stop 
me.” Charity says, “I can eat, but I do not have to.” 

That principle follows the pattern of Christ. Philippians 2:4–5 says, “Look not every man on 
his own things, but every man also on the things of others. Let this mind be in you, which 
was also in Christ Jesus.” The believer’s life is not supposed to orbit personal rights like 
planets around the sun. Christ had rights none of us will ever possess, yet He “made 
himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant” (Philippians 2:7). 
Nobody surrendered more without ceasing to possess what was rightfully His. The 
Christian who thinks voluntary restraint proves weakness has not studied his Saviour very 
carefully. 

The strongest Christian in the room may therefore be the one who quietly goes without. He 
does not announce the sacrifice. He does not remind the weak brother every five minutes 
what he gave up. He does not sigh dramatically over the hamburger he could have eaten if 
only less enlightened people were not present. That would turn charity into theatre. He 
simply says, in effect, “My brother matters more than my plate.” A liberty surrendered for 
love has not been lost. It has been invested. Heaven keeps better books than the flesh 
does. 

Conclusion 

First Corinthians 8 leaves no room for selfish liberty. A man may possess correct doctrine, 
accurate knowledge, and genuine freedom, yet still sin in the way he exercises that 
freedom. The strong brother does not become less responsible because he knows more; 
he becomes more responsible because he knows more. Knowledge should produce 
carefulness, not swagger. When a believer’s example pressures another Christian into 
violating conscience, the resulting wound matters to Christ. The meat may be lawful. The 
restaurant may be lawful. The decision may be lawful. But using any lawful thing to drag a 
weaker believer across a line he believes displeases God turns liberty into a 
stumblingblock. 



At the same time, Scripture does not hand control of Christian liberty to manufactured 
outrage. Disagreement is not automatically stumbling. Irritation is not a wounded 
conscience. Preference is not precept. The believer who abstains must not judge the 
believer who partakes, and the believer who partakes must not despise the one who 
abstains. Both stand before God. Truth must remain truth, liberty must remain liberty, and 
weakness must be allowed to grow rather than be enthroned as permanent church law. 
Charity protects the weak without canonizing weakness. 

The final question is therefore bigger than, “Can I do this?” Ask whether it edifies. Ask 
whether it teaches wisely. Ask whether somebody young in the faith is watching an action 
he may imitate without understanding. Ask whether your liberty is helping a brother stand 
or kicking the crutch from underneath him while congratulating yourself on knowing he 
ought to walk. Christ died for that brother. That fact puts weight on every liberty we 
possess. The mature Christian is not the man who exercises every right available to him. He 
is the man whose rights are so thoroughly under the lordship of Jesus Christ that he can 
use them, restrain them, or lay them down according to what best serves truth, charity, and 
the spiritual good of somebody for whom Christ died. 

 

 

5 of 10: The Conscience — When Sin Defiles the Inner Witness 

Key Passage: Titus 1:15–16 — “Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are 
defiled and unbelieving is nothing pure; but even their mind and conscience is defiled. 
They profess that they know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable, and 
disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate.” 

Introduction 

Titus 1:15 gives one of the most sobering statements in the New Testament about the 
conscience: “even their mind and conscience is defiled.” The conscience is not merely 
capable of accusing a man after he sins; the conscience itself can become contaminated 
by sin. That is a frightening step downward. A dirty record is bad enough, but a dirty witness 
is worse. Once the very faculty that should testify against wrongdoing becomes polluted, 
the sinner begins losing his ability to judge the case honestly. Sin first asks permission, 
then demands tolerance, then rewrites the definitions, and finally tries to sit on the judge’s 
bench wearing the robe. What once embarrassed a man can eventually entertain him. 
What once troubled him can become normal. What once kept him awake at night can 
become the story he tells for a laugh. Sin never merely wants an act. It wants the 
measuring stick. 



The doctrinal setting of Titus 1 is severe. Paul is dealing with false teachers, “unruly and 
vain talkers and deceivers” (Titus 1:10), especially those corrupting households for filthy 
lucre’s sake. These men are not presented as poor confused souls needing a little 
encouragement and a cup of coffee. Verse 16 says, “They profess that they know God; but 
in works they deny him.” Their profession says one thing; their conduct testifies to another. 
Paul then says their “mind and conscience is defiled.” That connection matters. False 
doctrine does not remain politely confined to a notebook. Corrupt teaching works upon the 
mind, and a corrupted mind works upon the conscience. Once truth is twisted long 
enough, the inner witness begins testifying from a polluted lawbook. The man can then sin 
religiously, justify it doctrinally, and perhaps even quote something while doing it. 

That is why the condition is so dangerous. A man with a tender conscience may sin and 
immediately know he has done wrong. A man with a defiled conscience may sin and begin 
constructing a sermon in defense of it. He has not merely committed the offense; he has 
begun poisoning the witness who ought to testify against it. Proverbs 14:12 warns, “There is 
a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.” The path 
can seem right. A crooked conscience can approve a crooked road because the ruler used 
to measure the road has been bent. Once the plumb line is crooked, every wall looks 
straight. The great danger of corruption is not that a man always feels terrible while going 
wrong. Sometimes he eventually feels quite comfortable, and comfort in rebellion is one of 
the most dangerous places a soul can sit. 

1. Defilement Begins Before the Conscience Goes Silent 

The word “defiled” indicates pollution, contamination, uncleanness. Titus does not say the 
conscience has disappeared. It says it has become dirty. That distinction is important. A 
defiled conscience may still speak, but what it says can be unreliable because its judgment 
has been corrupted. Think of a window smeared with grease. The world outside has not 
changed, but everything viewed through the glass is distorted. The conscience may still 
react, but now it reacts according to polluted thinking. Evil no longer looks as evil as it once 
did. Holiness begins looking extreme. Separation begins looking fanatical. Obedience 
begins looking unnecessary. The problem is not that God moved the line; the problem is 
that the man kept dragging mud across the lens until he could no longer see it clearly. 

Defilement often comes gradually. Few men wake up one morning and decide, “Today I will 
corrupt my conscience.” It happens by inches. A compromise is tolerated. A conviction is 
delayed. A warning is ignored. A questionable thing becomes a regular thing. The regular 
thing becomes defended. The defended thing becomes celebrated. Proverbs 4:14–15 says, 
“Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the way of evil men. Avoid it, pass not 
by it, turn from it, and pass away.” That sounds almost excessive to the modern mind 



because the modern mind assumes it can stand in sewage without smelling like it. 
Scripture knows better. You do not have to drink the whole sewer to become dirty; standing 
ankle-deep long enough will do the job. 

The believer should therefore pay attention to the first stages of moral dullness. If 
something that once convicted you no longer troubles you, the proper question is not 
automatically, “Have I finally matured?” Perhaps you have learned biblical liberty. But 
perhaps you have simply worn the nerve down. The test is Scripture. If God’s word still 
condemns the thing and your conscience has stopped objecting, the problem is not 
progress. It is damage. First Thessalonians 5:21 says, “Prove all things; hold fast that which 
is good.” The Bible, not yesterday’s feelings or today’s numbness, tests the matter. Sin likes 
to convince a man that losing sensitivity is growth. Gangrene would give the same 
testimony if it could talk. 

2. Repeated Sin Teaches the Conscience to Accept What It Once Condemned 

Repetition has tremendous power over the conscience. The first violation may bring sharp 
guilt because the moral alarm is still sensitive. The second comes with less shock. The 
tenth requires less argument. The hundredth may pass almost unnoticed. Jeremiah 6:15 
asks of corrupt people, “Were they ashamed when they had committed abomination? nay, 
they were not at all ashamed, neither could they blush.” That is moral degeneration plainly 
stated. There was a time when shame would have been natural. Now they cannot blush. 
The loss of shame is not proof that the conduct became righteous. It is proof that the 
people became hardened enough to stop reacting to it. 

This happens in ordinary life with frightening ease. The first lie may require courage 
because conscience protests. Keep lying, and eventually dishonesty becomes 
conversational furniture. The first filthy image may shock. Keep looking, and depravity 
becomes visual wallpaper. The first cruel joke may feel wrong. Keep laughing, and 
corruption becomes humor. The first dishonest dollar may burn in the pocket. Keep 
stealing, and eventually a man starts calling theft “business.” Sin has an educational 
system, and repetition is one of its favorite teachers. It trains the conscience not by proving 
evil good but by making evil familiar. Familiarity does not cleanse filth; it merely makes the 
smell easier to ignore. 

The Bible repeatedly warns against this hardening process. Hebrews 3:13 says, “lest any of 
you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.” Sin deceives while it hardens. It does 
not usually announce, “I am about to destroy your ability to feel conviction.” It says, “Just 
this once.” Then, “You already did it before.” Then, “It cannot be that serious.” Then, 
“Everybody does it.” Then, “People who object are legalistic.” By the time the conscience 



has been retrained, the sinner may become the defender of the very thing he once begged 
God to forgive. Sin’s greatest victory is not getting a man to fall once. It is getting him to 
build a house where he fell and call the address home. 

3. False Doctrine Can Defile the Conscience as Surely as Immoral Conduct 

Titus 1 connects defilement directly with religious error. The men involved were “vain 
talkers and deceivers,” teaching things “which they ought not” (Titus 1:10–11). That tells us 
conscience can be corrupted by doctrine as well as by conduct. If a man is taught lies long 
enough, his conscience begins responding to the lies. He may feel guilty over what God 
allows and perfectly comfortable with what God forbids. First Timothy 4:1–2 speaks of 
“doctrines of devils” and men “having their conscience seared with a hot iron.” Bad 
doctrine is not harmless mental clutter. It can cauterize moral judgment. 

Religious systems have always proved this. Men have murdered while claiming to serve 
God. Jesus warned in John 16:2, “the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think 
that he doeth God service.” Think about that sentence. A man can commit murder and 
interpret the act as worship. That is not merely a weak conscience. That is moral reasoning 
turned upside down by false belief. Saul of Tarsus testified that he “thought with” himself 
that he “ought to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth” (Acts 26:9). He 
was sincere, zealous, educated, religious, and wrong. Sincerity is admirable only when 
truth has hold of it. A sincere bullet still kills if aimed at the wrong man. 

This is why doctrine matters to conscience. If a preacher teaches that greed is blessing, 
covetousness may stop feeling dirty. If a church teaches that political power excuses sin, 
corruption can acquire a flag and a Bible verse. If a cult teaches that obeying the leader is 
equivalent to obeying God, conscience can be trained to defend abuse. If religion teaches 
that traditions outrank Scripture, men will condemn liberty and excuse disobedience. Every 
false doctrine eventually wants a moral consequence. Lies are seeds. Give them time, and 
they produce conduct. The conscience fed on error will eventually judge by error. 

4. Filthy Entertainment Can Train the Soul to Laugh at What God Hates 

What a man repeatedly watches and listens to affects his moral sensitivity. Psalm 101:3 
says, “I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes.” That verse sounds prehistoric to a 
generation that carries a theater in its pocket, but the Book has not expired. Entertainment 
is instruction wearing makeup. A man may say, “It is only a movie,” “It is only a song,” “It is 
only comedy,” but repeated exposure normalizes whatever it presents. The conscience 
learns by environment. What shocks once may amuse later. What disgusts today may 
entertain tomorrow. The screen can become a classroom where the teacher never takes 
attendance because the student never leaves. 



Philippians 4:8 tells the believer to think on things that are true, honest, just, pure, lovely, 
and of good report. That does not mean every story must contain nothing but sunshine and 
violins, but it certainly means the Christian should not deliberately feast his mind upon 
filth. Ephesians 5:12 says, “it is a shame even to speak of those things which are done of 
them in secret.” Modern entertainment often turns that verse upside down and makes a 
fortune by showing in high definition what Scripture says is shameful even to discuss. Then 
people wonder why modesty disappears, perversion becomes ordinary, and foul speech 
becomes punctuation. Feed the mind garbage long enough, and the conscience eventually 
stops complaining about the smell. 

Humor is especially powerful because laughter lowers defenses. Isaiah 5:20 pronounces 
woe upon those who “call evil good, and good evil.” One of the easiest ways to make evil 
seem good is to make it funny first. Let sin become a punchline, and after enough laughter 
it loses some of its horror. The thing once whispered becomes joked about. The joke 
becomes accepted. Acceptance becomes defense. Defense becomes celebration. The 
devil does not always need to argue a man into wickedness; sometimes he can make him 
laugh his way there. A society can giggle itself into moral collapse and then complain that 
nobody takes anything seriously anymore. 

5. Dishonest Reasoning Bribes the Inner Witness 

The conscience can also be defiled by the way a man reasons with himself. Proverbs 16:2 
says, “All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes; but the LORD weigheth the spirits.” 
That verse exposes a built-in danger. Man is naturally skilled at self-justification. Once he 
wants something badly enough, reasoning often becomes the servant of desire. He does 
not ask, “What is true?” He asks, “What argument will let me do what I already want?” Then 
the conscience is fed a carefully edited version of the evidence until it gives the desired 
verdict. 

This is how words become moral camouflage. Lust becomes “chemistry.” Envy becomes 
“discernment.” Gossip becomes “prayer concern.” Cowardice becomes “wisdom.” 
Revenge becomes “justice.” Greed becomes “stewardship.” Pride becomes “confidence.” 
The label changes, and conscience is invited to approve the new packaging. But God is not 
confused by vocabulary. Hebrews 4:12 says the word of God is “a discerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart.” Scripture sees through the costume. A pig wearing a silk necktie 
has not become a deacon; it is still a pig with improved accessories. 

Dishonest reasoning becomes habitual when a man always argues himself innocent. First 
John 1:8 says, “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves.” Self-deception is real. 
That means the liar and the victim can occupy the same body. A man can become so 



practiced at defending himself that he genuinely starts believing his own arguments. The 
cure is not more clever reasoning; it is brutal honesty before God. Psalm 139:23–24 says, 
“Search me, O God, and know my heart… And see if there be any wicked way in me.” That 
prayer does not hire the heart as defense counsel. It asks God to inspect the evidence. 

6. Companionship Can Normalize What Conscience Once Resisted 

First Corinthians 15:33 says, “Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good 
manners.” Scripture does not apologize for the principle. Companionship influences 
conduct. A man who continually walks with people who mock holiness, excuse sin, 
despise Scripture, and laugh at restraint will eventually feel the pressure. Proverbs 13:20 
says, “He that walketh with wise men shall be wise: but a companion of fools shall be 
destroyed.” Company shapes standards because repeated voices become familiar voices, 
and familiar voices gain influence. 

This does not mean Christians must avoid all contact with lost people. Christ Himself ate 
with publicans and sinners. But He influenced them; they did not redefine Him. The danger 
is companionship that becomes moral discipleship. If your closest circle constantly calls 
your convictions foolish, eventually you will either strengthen those convictions through 
Scripture or weaken them to preserve the friendship. Few people enjoy being the odd man 
out forever. That pressure explains why sin often spreads socially. One man laughs, another 
joins him, a third stops objecting, and before long everybody agrees the old standard was 
too strict anyway. 

Psalm 1:1 traces the progression perfectly: “walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor 
standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.” Walking becomes 
standing; standing becomes sitting. Movement toward sin gradually becomes settlement in 
sin. That is how conscience adapts. The place that once felt wrong becomes familiar. The 
people whose speech once bothered you become your circle. Their jokes stop shocking. 
Their standards stop seeming low. Eventually the old convictions begin looking strange 
because the environment changed around you. A fish probably has no theological opinion 
about water; it simply lives in it. The Christian must remember that moral atmosphere 
matters. 

7. The Word of God Must Wash the Measuring Stick Straight 

A defiled conscience does not need flattery. It needs cleansing and truth. Ephesians 5:26 
speaks of cleansing “with the washing of water by the word.” Psalm 119:9 asks, 
“Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way?” and answers, “by taking heed thereto 
according to thy word.” Scripture cleans because Scripture corrects. It exposes what 
familiarity has normalized, what false doctrine has excused, what entertainment has 



softened, what friends have approved, and what self-interest has renamed. The Bible does 
not ask the conscience whether it agrees. It retrains the conscience by showing it the 
standard. 

This is where confession becomes vital. First John 1:9 says, “If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 
Confession means agreeing with God. It does not mean explaining the sin until it sounds 
understandable. It does not mean dressing it in softer language. It means calling the thing 
what God calls it. “I lied.” “I was bitter.” “I lusted.” “I stole.” “I compromised.” Clean 
language produces clean dealing. The man who keeps renaming sin is still protecting it. The 
man who confesses it opens the door for cleansing. 

Then obedience must follow. James 1:22 says, “But be ye doers of the word, and not 
hearers only, deceiving your own selves.” A conscience is not restored merely by collecting 
accurate information. Truth must govern conduct. If Scripture exposes corrupt 
entertainment, shut it off. If it exposes a friendship that continually drags you down, change 
the relationship. If it exposes false doctrine, reject it. If it exposes dishonest reasoning, stop 
defending what God condemned. Holiness becomes real when obedience reaches the 
schedule, the screen, the tongue, the wallet, and the private room. God did not give us a 
Bible so we could admire the measuring stick while continuing to build crooked walls. 

Conclusion 

Titus 1:15 warns that both “mind and conscience” can become defiled. That means sin’s 
damage reaches deeper than the visible act. It can pollute the very faculty that should 
judge the act. A man can become comfortable with what once convicted him, amused by 
what once embarrassed him, and defensive about what once drove him to prayer. That 
transformation does not prove the sin disappeared. It proves the witness became dirty. The 
most dangerous conscience is not always the one screaming in guilt. Sometimes it is the 
one sitting quietly in corruption because filth has become familiar. 

The process is usually gradual. Repeated sin dulls sensitivity. False doctrine rewrites 
definitions. Filthy entertainment normalizes wickedness. Dishonest reasoning bribes the 
witness. Ungodly companionship lowers resistance. Habitual compromise moves the line 
inch by inch until yesterday’s conviction looks unreasonable. That is why Proverbs 4 says, 
“Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life” (Proverbs 4:23). 
Guarding the conscience requires guarding what enters the mind, what shapes the 
judgment, what influences the heart, and what gets tolerated in conduct. You do not 
preserve a clean well by letting every sewer drain into it and then praying over the bucket. 



The remedy is to bring the inner witness back under the authority of the word of God. Let 
Scripture straighten the ruler. Let it expose the pollution. Let confession call sin by its 
proper name. Let obedience prove that the correction is real. A clean conscience is not one 
that never feels pain; often pain is evidence that the nerves still work. A defiled conscience 
is dangerous because it can make darkness feel normal. Better to have the Book trouble 
you than to have sin soothe you. Better to blush while there is still something in you 
capable of blushing. Better to hear the warning while the alarm still rings. Sin does not 
merely dirty the record. If tolerated long enough, it dirties the witness who reads the record, 
and once the witness is corrupted, only truth can teach him to testify straight again. 

 

 

6 of 10: The Conscience — An Evil Conscience Can Make Darkness Feel Normal 

Key Passage: Hebrews 10:22 — “Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of 
faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with 
pure water.” 

Introduction 

Hebrews 10:22 gives us a condition far more serious than a weak conscience that has not 
yet learned enough or a wounded conscience that somebody else has injured: it speaks of 
“an evil conscience.” That expression should stop a man cold. The conscience was 
designed to bear witness concerning right and wrong, but Scripture says that witness can 
become so corrupted that evil enters the courtroom itself. Now the danger is no longer 
merely that the witness misunderstands the evidence. The witness begins taking sides with 
the criminal. Wrong starts looking reasonable. Darkness begins feeling normal. A man can 
reach the place where his conscience no longer drags him toward the light but helps him 
furnish the darkness, hang curtains over the windows, and explain why the room is actually 
quite comfortable. Sin has accomplished something terrible when it no longer needs to 
silence conscience because conscience has learned to speak its language. 

Hebrews must be handled in its proper setting. It is written with Hebrews squarely in view 
and repeatedly deals with Israel’s history, priesthood, sacrifices, covenant matters, 
tabernacle worship, and the superior person and work of Jesus Christ. Hebrews 10 
contrasts the repeated sacrifices under the law with Christ’s once-for-all offering: “But this 
man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God” 
(Hebrews 10:12). Verse 22 therefore does not present conscience as a psychological 
problem needing a religious pep talk. It places the matter in relation to approaching God on 
the basis of what He has provided. The conscience problem is real, and man does not cure 



it by convincing himself that evil was never evil. Scripture brings him face to face with truth, 
sacrifice, cleansing, and faith. God does not remodel darkness and call it light. He brings a 
man out of it. 

The most terrifying feature of an evil conscience is that a man may feel entirely justified 
while doing wickedly. John 16:2 records Christ warning His disciples, “the time cometh, 
that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service.” There you have murder 
with a religious conscience. The killer does not necessarily sneak home trembling over 
what he has done. He may walk away believing heaven approves. Saul of Tarsus later 
admitted, “I verily thought with myself, that I ought to do many things contrary to the name 
of Jesus of Nazareth” (Acts 26:9). He thought he ought to do it. Sincerity did not make him 
right. Zeal did not make him right. Religion did not make him right. An evil conscience can 
put a hymnbook in the hand of persecution and persuade the persecutor that God is 
pleased with the singing. 

1. An Evil Conscience Does More Than Misread the Evidence 

A weak conscience can condemn something God permits because knowledge is lacking, 
but an evil conscience is darker than simple weakness. Hebrews 10:22 does not say an 
uninformed conscience or an immature conscience; it says an “evil conscience.” Evil has 
entered the moral judgment. The inner witness has been corrupted in its alignment. Isaiah 
5:20 describes the principle perfectly: “Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; 
that put darkness for light, and light for darkness.” That is not merely ignorance. That is 
reversal. The moral labels have been switched. Poison gets marked as medicine, medicine 
gets marked as poison, and then everybody wonders why the patient is dying while the 
pharmacy insists the bottles are correctly shelved. 

Once conscience begins siding with evil, the man can feel morally superior while rebelling 
against God. Proverbs 14:12 says, “There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the 
end thereof are the ways of death.” Notice again that it seemeth right. Fallen man does not 
need to feel wicked in order to be wicked. He can feel noble. He can feel brave. He can feel 
compassionate. He can feel principled. He can feel spiritual. Feelings are cheap witnesses 
because they can be trained by almost anything. Put a man under false doctrine, surround 
him with wicked approval, repeat the same lie long enough, and eventually the conscience 
may begin applauding what Scripture condemns. The parade can march straight toward 
judgment while everybody is congratulating himself on the music. 

This is why “I feel at peace about it” is one of the most useless arguments a Christian can 
offer when Scripture has already spoken. Jonah slept in the ship while running from God’s 
commandment (Jonah 1:5). Apparently peace can take a nap in the middle of 



disobedience. The absence of inner turmoil proves nothing when the standard itself has 
been corrupted. A drunk may become comfortable in a ditch after enough nights there; that 
does not turn the ditch into a bedroom. The question is never merely, “How do I feel about 
this?” The question is, “What hath God said?” A good conscience agrees with truth. An evil 
conscience asks truth to agree with it. 

2. Saul of Tarsus Shows How Religion Can Train a Conscience Wrong 

Saul is one of Scripture’s clearest examples of sincere wickedness. Before his conversion 
he was not loafing around indifferent to religion. Philippians 3:6 says, “Concerning zeal, 
persecuting the church.” Acts 8:3 says, “Saul made havock of the church, entering into 
every house, and haling men and women committed them to prison.” Yet Acts 23:1 records 
Paul later saying, “I have lived in all good conscience before God until this day.” His 
conscience had operated according to what he understood, but his understanding had 
been grievously wrong. He sincerely opposed the very Christ his Scriptures pointed toward. 
A conscience can be energetic, disciplined, religious, and badly mistaken. 

Acts 26:9 exposes the inner reasoning: “I verily thought with myself, that I ought to do many 
things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth.” There is the courtroom verdict. Saul did 
not merely think persecution permissible; he thought he ought to do it. Duty had been 
attached to evil. That is what false religion can accomplish. It does not always tell a man to 
abandon morality. Sometimes it gives wickedness a moral uniform. It teaches the man to 
call persecution faithfulness, cruelty zeal, bondage holiness, and tradition obedience. 
Once the labels are changed, conscience salutes the wrong army. 

Then Christ met Saul on the Damascus road and shattered the entire moral framework with 
one question: “Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?” (Acts 9:4). Saul thought he was 
defending God and discovered he was attacking God’s Son. That is the difference between 
sincerity and truth. Truth does not bow because sincerity walked into the room wearing 
polished shoes. A sincere man can be sincerely wrong, and sincerity only makes him more 
dangerous if it gives energy to error. Fire sincerely burns whether it heats your house or 
consumes it. What matters is where the fire is. 

3. Evil Can Become Comfortable Through Repetition 

Sin repeated becomes sin normalized. Hebrews 3:13 warns of being “hardened through the 
deceitfulness of sin.” Sin deceives while it hardens. It rarely begins by asking the 
conscience to approve the whole package. It asks for one exception. Then another. Then a 
habit. Then a defense. Then a doctrine explaining why the habit is harmless. By the time the 
process is complete, the man may no longer recognize the road he traveled. Yesterday he 



resisted the temptation. Today he excuses it. Tomorrow he recommends it. Sin has 
graduated from visitor to landlord. 

Jeremiah 6:15 asks, “Were they ashamed when they had committed abomination?” The 
answer is dreadful: “nay, they were not at all ashamed, neither could they blush.” Losing 
the ability to blush is not moral advancement. Shame can be abused by false religion, but 
shame over actual sin is evidence that the conscience still recognizes something foul. 
When a society loses that capacity, wickedness does not disappear. It becomes 
entertainment, merchandise, identity, humor, policy, and celebration. People then 
congratulate themselves for becoming “less judgmental,” when sometimes what actually 
happened is that the thermometer was broken because nobody liked the fever reading. 

This happens privately before it happens publicly. A man tells the first lie and feels it. The 
twentieth one comes easier. The first filthy thought shocks him; later he feeds it 
deliberately. The first compromise requires justification; eventually he cannot remember 
why he ever objected. Familiarity has a numbing effect. Put your hand near a foul smell 
long enough and you may stop noticing it, but your nose adapting does not purify the room. 
An evil conscience can make darkness feel normal because the eyes have adjusted. That is 
not light. It is eyesight trained by darkness. 

4. Evil Conscience Can Wear Religious Clothing 

John 16:2 ought to destroy forever the notion that religion automatically produces 
righteousness. Christ said men would put His disciples out of the synagogues and even kill 
them while thinking they were doing God service. These were not atheists attacking 
religion. They were religious men attacking truth. The synagogue, the vocabulary, the 
ceremony, the zeal—all of it could coexist with a conscience approving murder. Religion is 
no protection against an evil conscience when the religion itself has departed from truth. 

Cain brought an offering before he murdered his brother. Religion was present before the 
blood hit the ground (Genesis 4:3–8). The chief priests could discuss ceremonial concerns 
while arranging Christ’s death. John 18:28 says they would not enter the judgment hall “lest 
they should be defiled; but that they might eat the passover.” Think about that. Men plotting 
the death of the spotless Lamb of God were worried about ceremonial defilement before 
supper. That is conscience turned inside out. They could strain at the doorway and swallow 
murder whole. Religion can become magnificent camouflage when the heart wants 
wickedness with respectable packaging. 

The Lord rebuked that very spirit in Matthew 23:24: “Ye blind guides, which strain at a gnat, 
and swallow a camel.” An evil conscience can become extraordinarily strict about little 
things while cooperating with enormous evil. That makes it dangerous because strictness 



looks like holiness from a distance. A man may condemn everybody’s minor failures while 
nursing hatred, pride, greed, deceit, and spiritual cruelty. He polishes the doorknob while 
termites eat the house. The conscience has not ceased being active; it has simply become 
selective in a way that protects the flesh. 

5. Feeling Justified Is Not the Same as Being Just 

Proverbs 21:2 says, “Every way of a man is right in his own eyes: but the LORD pondereth 
the hearts.” That verse ought to be hung above every internal courtroom. Man possesses an 
astonishing ability to pronounce himself righteous. He can explain his anger, defend his 
bitterness, justify his dishonesty, sanctify his ambition, and excuse his compromise. Give 
the flesh enough time and it can write a closing argument for almost anything. The trouble 
is that God does not judge by the defendant’s speech. 

Luke 16:15 records Christ saying, “Ye are they which justify yourselves before men; but God 
knoweth your hearts.” Self-justification is one of the favorite industries of fallen humanity. 
Men justify themselves before others and, after enough repetition, before themselves. Then 
conscience begins cooperating. The original charge becomes blurred beneath 
explanations. “I had to.” “They deserved it.” “Nobody understands.” “I meant well.” “The 
situation was complicated.” Circumstances may indeed be complicated, but God’s ability 
to judge them is not. He does not need the sinner to simplify the evidence for Him. 

This is why Scripture must expose motives as well as deeds. Hebrews 4:12 says the word of 
God is “a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” Human courts can struggle for 
months to establish intent. God reads it before breakfast. The Bible reaches beneath the 
public explanation and touches the private reason. A man may call something zeal while 
God calls it pride. He may call it caution while God calls it fear. He may call it discernment 
while God calls it envy. He may call it conviction while God calls it tradition. An evil 
conscience survives by controlling the vocabulary; Scripture breaks the spell by naming the 
thing correctly. 

6. Peace Without Truth Can Be the Calm of Spiritual Death 

People often assume peace is evidence of God’s approval. Yet Scripture never teaches that 
internal calm by itself is an infallible guide. Jeremiah 6:14 condemns false prophets who 
cried, “Peace, peace; when there is no peace.” False peace exists. A man can quiet 
conviction through repetition, distraction, approval from others, or doctrinal corruption. 
The silence that follows does not prove God approved the conduct. Sometimes the 
courtroom is quiet because the witness has been intimidated. 

First Timothy 4:2 speaks of men “having their conscience seared with a hot iron.” A seared 
nerve does not hurt normally. That is not health; it is damage. Imagine a man putting his 



hand on a hot stove and rejoicing because he feels nothing. Nobody congratulates him on 
achieving peace. They call a doctor. Yet spiritually, people regularly boast that something 
“doesn’t bother me anymore” as though numbness were proof of maturity. If Scripture still 
calls it sin, the disappearance of discomfort is not growth. It is warning. 

The believer therefore must resist making inner peace the final authority. Colossians 3:15 
says, “let the peace of God rule in your hearts,” but never in contradiction to the word of 
God already given. Biblical peace belongs under biblical truth. God will not guide a 
Christian by “peace” into something His Book condemns. If your conscience smiles while 
Scripture frowns, retrain the conscience. The Bible does not need emotional permission to 
remain true. Truth existed before your feelings arrived and will still be standing after they 
change. 

7. The Remedy Is Not Self-Approval but Cleansing by Truth 

Hebrews 10:22 says, “Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having 
our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience.” The answer to an evil conscience is not 
learning to approve yourself. Scripture never presents salvation as the art of becoming 
comfortable with sin. God deals with guilt judicially through sacrifice, truth, cleansing, and 
faith. Hebrews has already declared the superiority of Christ’s offering over the repeated 
sacrifices under the law. Hebrews 9:14 asks, “how much more shall the blood of Christ… 
purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?” The conscience needs 
purging, not pampering. 

For the Christian, Scripture continually brings moral judgment back under divine authority. 
Second Corinthians 10:5 speaks of “bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience 
of Christ.” Every thought includes the flattering thought, the excusing thought, the peaceful 
thought, and the religious thought. They do not receive automatic approval merely because 
they came from inside you. Some thoughts belong in captivity. Some need to be marched 
into the courtroom under guard and compared with the Book. The inner voice is not sacred 
merely because it is internal. 

First John 1:9 gives the believer the proper response when sin is exposed: “If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.” Confession agrees with God. It does not negotiate the charge. It does not 
say, “I know God calls it sin, but I feel peace about it.” It says, “God is right.” That one 
sentence does more to restore the conscience than a thousand excuses. The conscience 
becomes useful again when it is forced to sit beneath Scripture instead of beside it as a co-
author. 

Conclusion 



An evil conscience is dangerous because it can make wickedness feel righteous. It does 
not merely fail to warn; it can encourage. It can tell the persecutor he is serving God, the 
hypocrite that he is holy, the proud man that he is discerning, the bitter man that he is 
principled, and the compromiser that he is balanced. Once darkness begins feeling 
normal, the sinner no longer looks for the light because he has decorated the dark room 
and hung religious pictures on the walls. 

Saul of Tarsus proves that sincerity cannot save a conscience from error. John 16:2 proves 
religion cannot save it. Hebrews proves conscience itself needs cleansing. Scripture 
repeatedly warns that men can be right in their own eyes while wrong before God. That 
means no man should trust the mere fact that his conscience approves him. Approval 
must be tested. Peace must be tested. Zeal must be tested. Conviction must be tested. 
The standard is the word of God. Every inner witness takes the stand beneath that 
authority. 

The safest conscience is not the one that always tells you what you want to hear. It is the 
one trained to agree with Scripture even when agreement hurts. Better a conscience that 
wounds your pride than one that blesses your rebellion. Better to lose sleep over sin than 
sleep peacefully in it. Better to have the Book disturb your darkness than have religion help 
you decorate it. An evil conscience can applaud while a man walks toward destruction, but 
applause has never changed the road beneath his feet. God’s truth remains where it always 
was—outside the sinner, above the conscience, and forever settled in heaven. 

 

 

7 of 10: The Conscience — Seared With a Hot Iron: When the Alarm Stops Ringing 

Key Passage: 1 Timothy 4:1–2 — “Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter 
times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines 
of devils; Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron.” 

Introduction 

First Timothy 4 does not whisper its warning. “Now the Spirit speaketh expressly.” God is 
not hinting, suggesting, or leaving Timothy to assemble a theory from religious trends. The 
Holy Ghost states plainly that “in the latter times some shall depart from the faith,” giving 
heed to “seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils.” Then verse 2 exposes the kind of men 
through whom such corruption operates: “Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their 
conscience seared with a hot iron.” There is one of the Bible’s ugliest pictures of moral 
deterioration. A hot iron burns tissue until feeling is destroyed. What should hurt no longer 



hurts. What should warn no longer warns. The danger is not merely that a man sins. The 
danger is that he sins repeatedly, lies deliberately, resists truth habitually, and eventually 
reaches a condition where the internal alarm that once screamed over wickedness can 
barely produce a squeak. 

A tender conscience may make a man miserable after one act of disobedience. He 
remembers what he said, where he looked, what he took, what he concealed, and what 
God said about it. That misery can be uncomfortable, but discomfort is not always the 
enemy. Pain often proves the nerves are still alive. Put your hand on a hot stove and pain 
tells you to pull away. Imagine instead that the nerves are dead and you congratulate 
yourself because the heat no longer bothers you. The flesh loves that kind of “peace.” The 
first lie shakes a man; the hundredth slips out while he buttered the toast. The first 
compromise requires an argument; the hundredth requires only opportunity. The absence 
of alarm is not necessarily evidence that there is no fire. Sometimes somebody ripped the 
batteries out of the smoke detector because the noise interfered with sleeping in a burning 
house. 

The doctrine is especially serious because First Timothy 4 connects the seared conscience 
with religious hypocrisy and false teaching. These are not merely men crawling out of 
obvious dens of vice. They are “speaking lies in hypocrisy.” They can talk religion while their 
conscience has lost sensitivity to the fact that they are lying. That is a fearful condition. 
Hypocrisy repeated long enough can become easier than honesty. False doctrine repeated 
long enough can begin sounding normal. Sin defended long enough can begin looking 
righteous. Once the inner witness has been cauterized, a man may stand in a pulpit, quote 
religious phrases, impose rules upon others, and never notice that his own moral warning 
system is scorched nearly beyond recognition. A seared conscience does not prove sin has 
become harmless. It proves sin has been burning there a long time. 

1. Seared Means the Loss of Sensitivity, Not the Loss of Accountability 

The picture of searing is deliberate. Flesh exposed to severe heat becomes scarred and 
insensitive because the nerves have been damaged. Paul uses that physical picture to 
describe what repeated corruption can do morally. A conscience is supposed to react 
when a man violates what he knows to be right. But if that warning is resisted again and 
again, the response can weaken. This does not mean the sinner has become less guilty 
because he feels less. Quite the opposite. Reduced sensitivity may be the result of 
increased rebellion. A man who stops feeling pain after years of putting his hand in fire has 
not defeated fire. He has damaged himself. The stove did not become colder because the 
nerves stopped reporting it. 



That destroys the foolish idea that feeling comfortable is proof of innocence. Scripture 
never says, “Blessed is the man whose sins no longer bother him.” David prayed with a 
broken spirit after sin (Psalm 51:17). Peter went out and “wept bitterly” after denying Christ 
(Matthew 26:75). Those reactions were painful, but they showed that the men were not 
morally dead to what they had done. A conscience can ache because truth has reached it. 
That ache may be one of God’s mercies. Better a bell that wakes you before the building 
burns than a silent bedroom surrounded by smoke. Men spend enormous energy trying to 
make guilt disappear without making sin disappear, as though cutting the wires to the 
dashboard warning light repaired the engine. 

Accountability remains even when sensitivity declines. Romans 2:16 says God will “judge 
the secrets of men by Jesus Christ.” God’s judgment does not depend upon how strongly 
the sinner felt about the act afterward. A murderer does not become innocent because he 
slept soundly. A liar does not become truthful because deception stopped making him 
nervous. A thief does not acquire ownership because stealing became habitual. God’s 
standard stands outside the conscience. When conscience functions properly, it warns in 
agreement with truth. When it becomes seared, truth remains exactly where it was while 
the sinner’s ability to respond has deteriorated. Scar tissue does not rewrite Scripture. 

2. Repeated Sin Turns the Shocking Into the Ordinary 

Hebrews 3:13 warns believers to exhort one another “lest any of you be hardened through 
the deceitfulness of sin.” Sin hardens by deceiving. It rarely arrives with a sign announcing, 
“Practice me long enough and I will make you insensitive.” It comes offering one exception. 
One lie. One look. One compromise. One dishonest deal. One private indulgence. Then, 
once the line has been crossed, the second crossing feels easier because the mind has 
evidence that the first did not immediately produce lightning from heaven. The flesh 
interprets delayed judgment as permission. Ecclesiastes 8:11 says, “Because sentence 
against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully 
set in them to do evil.” Man mistakes God’s longsuffering for a license. 

The first exposure to wickedness may produce disgust. Continued exposure can produce 
curiosity. Continued indulgence produces familiarity. Familiarity produces acceptance. 
Acceptance can eventually become defense. That progression is why Proverbs warns 
repeatedly about the path of evil rather than merely the destination. “Enter not into the path 
of the wicked” (Proverbs 4:14). Do not start walking it. Paths become easier with traffic. The 
first time through the weeds requires effort; after enough feet pass that way, a trail forms. 
Sin works the same way inside a man. The conscience gets trampled along the route until 
the forbidden road begins looking like the main highway. Then the traveler congratulates 
himself because walking it no longer feels difficult. 



Jeremiah 6:15 describes people who had deteriorated until “they were not at all ashamed, 
neither could they blush.” That is not liberation. That is loss. The ability to blush at evil is 
evidence that some moral sensitivity remains. Modern man often boasts when shame 
disappears, as though shamelessness were maturity. Scripture calls it judgment. There are 
things a generation once concealed that another generation advertises, things once 
whispered that are now shouted, things once repented of that are now celebrated. Sin did 
not become clean. The crowd simply got used to the dirt. A hog does not prove mud is 
sanitary because he has stopped complaining about the smell. 

3. Resisted Truth Burns the Nerve a Little More Each Time 

A conscience is not only hardened by committing sin; it is hardened by resisting truth about 
the sin. When God’s word exposes an act and a man refuses to yield, something happens 
inside. Proverbs 29:1 says, “He, that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall 
suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy.” Notice “often reproved.” The man had 
warnings. He heard correction. He encountered truth. His problem was not lack of 
information but repeated resistance. Each refusal made the next refusal easier. The neck 
hardened because it kept stiffening against the same hand. 

This is why preaching can have opposite effects upon different hearers. One man hears 
Scripture expose his sin and humbles himself. Another hears the same text and begins 
composing arguments against the preacher before the sermon is over. The first allows the 
word to cut; the second starts sharpening defenses. Hebrews 4:12 says the word of God is 
“sharper than any twoedged sword.” A sword can perform surgery on a man willing to be 
opened by truth, or the rebellious man can spend years developing scar tissue around 
every place the Book touches. The problem is never that Scripture became dull. The flesh 
learned how to flinch away. 

Eventually a man may become irritated by the very truths that once convicted him. That is a 
dangerous sign. He begins calling plain preaching “negative,” separation “extreme,” 
repentance “judgmental,” and anything touching his favorite sin “legalism.” Certainly 
legalism exists, and man-made commandments should be rejected. But calling every 
unwanted verse legalism is like calling every speeding ticket persecution. Sometimes the 
policeman is not the problem. A seared conscience often survives by attacking the alarm. If 
the warning cannot be disproved, discredit the one sounding it. That strategy is old enough 
to have whiskers. 

4. Hypocrisy Cauterizes Because It Requires Repeated Lying 

First Timothy 4:2 places “speaking lies in hypocrisy” immediately beside “having their 
conscience seared with a hot iron.” Hypocrisy and searing belong together because 



hypocrisy requires a man to live with contradiction. He presents one thing publicly while 
knowingly practicing another privately. At first the contradiction may trouble him severely. 
He knows the difference between the appearance and the reality. But if he continues 
performing, he must either repent or become more comfortable with lying. Many choose 
the second option because repentance costs pride. 

Hypocrisy is particularly destructive because it forces conscience to listen to the man 
repeatedly say things he knows are false. A preacher condemns a sin he secretly practices. 
A church member praises honesty while cheating privately. A husband performs spirituality 
publicly while ruling his home wickedly. A businessman talks Christian ethics while 
manipulating customers. Each performance asks the conscience to sit through another 
false testimony. Eventually the actor may become so practiced that the mask feels natural. 
That is the horrifying success of hypocrisy: the costume becomes comfortable enough that 
the man forgets how long he has been wearing it. 

Jesus repeatedly condemned hypocrisy because religion can give it excellent hiding places. 
Matthew 23:27 compares certain religious leaders to “whited sepulchres,” beautiful 
outwardly but “within full of dead men’s bones, and of all uncleanness.” Fresh paint does 
not stop decomposition. Religious language can decorate a rotten conscience without 
cleansing it. A man can learn when to say “Amen,” where to carry his Bible, which doctrines 
to defend, and how to sound separated while maintaining secret corruption. The 
conscience may protest at first. If the performance continues, the applause from men can 
become louder than the warning inside. When reputation becomes more precious than 
righteousness, hypocrisy is already holding the hot iron. 

5. Self-Justification Keeps the Iron Pressed Against the Conscience 

Sin alone damages conscience, but self-justification presses the burn deeper. Proverbs 
21:2 says, “Every way of a man is right in his own eyes: but the LORD pondereth the hearts.” 
After a man sins, he faces a choice. He can agree with God or begin explaining why God’s 
judgment does not quite fit his special case. The flesh prefers the second route. “I had no 
choice.” “They started it.” “Nobody understands.” “It was necessary.” “I know what the Bible 
says, but…” The argument rarely changes Scripture, but repeated arguments can change 
the conscience. 

Self-justification is especially powerful because a man can repeat his story until he begins 
believing it. First John 1:8 warns, “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves.” Self-
deception means the deceiver and the deceived can share the same shoes. A man edits 
the facts, highlights the provocation, deletes his motive, adds somebody else’s failures, 
and presents the revised report to himself until he receives the verdict he wanted. Then he 



calls the resulting peace “confirmation.” That is not peace; that is a courtroom where the 
defendant fired the prosecutor and appointed himself judge. 

The cure is confession. First John 1:9 says, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins.” Confession does not mean explaining sin beautifully. It means agreeing 
with God about it. A man says, “I lied,” not “communication was difficult.” “I was bitter,” not 
“I have high standards.” “I lusted,” not “I was lonely.” Circumstances may explain 
temptation, but they do not rename transgression. Every honest confession keeps 
conscience tender because it refuses to let the flesh manufacture an alibi. A conscience 
remains healthier when it hears the truth quickly. 

6. False Doctrine Can Provide Theology for a Seared Conscience 

First Timothy 4 does not separate seared conscience from false doctrine. Verse 1 warns 
about “seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils,” and the following verses describe religious 
prohibitions concerning marriage and meats. Error can become a moral anesthetic 
because it gives sin or hypocrisy a theological justification. Once a man finds doctrine that 
blesses what he already wants, conscience receives official-looking paperwork telling it to 
stand down. That is why false teaching is never merely an intellectual hobby. Ideas have 
consequences, and theological lies eventually walk around wearing human behavior. 

A man taught that money proves spirituality may excuse covetousness as blessing. A man 
taught that loyalty to a religious leader overrides Scripture may excuse dishonesty as 
submission. A man taught that outward rules equal holiness may ignore pride while 
congratulating himself about clothing. A man taught that grace means conduct does not 
matter may turn liberty into an excuse for the flesh. In every case, false doctrine works like 
a corrupt judge issuing warrants against righteousness and pardons for sin. The Bible must 
therefore remain the final authority, because conscience alone can be fooled and religious 
systems can produce counterfeit verdicts by the truckload. 

John 16:2 proves how far religious error can go: “whosoever killeth you will think that he 
doeth God service.” Imagine conscience not merely tolerating murder but approving it as 
ministry. Saul once “thought with” himself that he “ought to do many things contrary to the 
name of Jesus of Nazareth” (Acts 26:9). His conscience had religious arguments. Sincerity 
did not save him from error. Zeal did not sanctify persecution. A seared conscience can 
carry a Bible-looking briefcase and still represent the devil’s case. The test is always the 
written word rightly divided, not how religious the excuse sounds. 

7. Keep the Alarm Working While You Can Still Hear It 

Paul testified in Acts 24:16, “herein do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience void 
of offence toward God, and toward men.” Notice the effort: “exercise myself.” A tender 



conscience does not remain healthy through carelessness. The believer must respond 
when Scripture exposes sin. He must confess quickly, correct wrong conduct, reject 
excuses, and refuse to let compromise become routine. A warning ignored repeatedly 
becomes easier to ignore. A warning obeyed keeps its authority. The best time to deal with 
sin is when conscience first sounds the alarm, not after the house has filled with smoke. 

Psalm 139:23–24 gives the right attitude: “Search me, O God, and know my heart… And see 
if there be any wicked way in me.” That prayer is the opposite of self-justification. It invites 
inspection. It does not ask God to endorse the defendant’s version of events. It asks for 
truth. A believer serious about conscience needs enough Bible to expose hidden 
compromise and enough humility to accept the exposure. He should be more afraid of 
becoming numb than of becoming uncomfortable. Conviction may ruin an evening; a 
seared conscience can ruin years. 

And when conviction comes, thank God that the alarm still works. Do not envy the man 
who can sin without losing sleep. Do not assume he has found freedom. He may have lost 
sensation. Better to feel the blade of Scripture than develop skin so hard the blade no 
longer seems sharp. Better to blush. Better to confess. Better to turn around while the 
warning is still audible. A tender conscience can be inconvenient to the flesh, but a silent 
conscience can become an accomplice to destruction. There are worse things than being 
awakened by the smoke detector. One of them is never waking up. 

Conclusion 

First Timothy 4:2 gives us a picture nobody should treat lightly: “having their conscience 
seared with a hot iron.” The conscience can be damaged through repeated sin, resisted 
truth, deliberate hypocrisy, false doctrine, and continual self-justification. What once 
screamed can whisper. What once whispered can become silent. The sin did not change; 
the sensitivity did. That is why the absence of guilt can never be made the final proof of 
innocence. The standard is Scripture, not sensation. A man can feel terrible and be 
innocent of what tradition accused him of, or feel perfectly peaceful while violating 
something God plainly condemned. 

The progression should frighten anybody tempted to play games with conviction. The first 
lie may shake you. The twentieth may merely bother you. The hundredth may arrive without 
introduction. The first look may bring shame. Repetition can turn shame into appetite. The 
first compromise may require a speech; eventually you may wonder why anybody ever 
objected. Sin always wants more than the moment. It wants to retrain the conscience until 
the guard falls asleep at the gate. Once that happens, the enemy no longer needs to climb 
the wall. Somebody inside has started opening the door. 



Guard the alarm. Keep the batteries in it. Let Scripture test it, correct it, and keep it 
sensitive to actual sin. When God’s word exposes wrong, do not negotiate for another 
warning. Confess it. Forsake it. Judge yourself before habit teaches you how not to care. 
Pain can be mercy when it tells you something is burning. Conviction can be grace when it 
drives you away from the flame. The most dangerous man is not always the sinner crying 
under guilt. Sometimes it is the sinner smiling because the fire has burned the nerves 
dead. Never mistake numbness for holiness, silence for innocence, or the absence of an 
alarm for the absence of a fire. 

 

 

8 of 10: The Conscience — A Good and Pure Conscience Must Be Trained by Truth 

Key Passage: 1 Timothy 1:5 — “Now the end of the commandment is charity out of a 
pure heart, and of a good conscience, and of faith unfeigned:” 

A good conscience is one of the most valuable possessions a Christian can maintain, but 
the Bible never defines a good conscience as a conscience that merely feels good. First 
Timothy 1:5 joins three things that belong together: “a pure heart,” “a good conscience,” 
and “faith unfeigned.” There is nothing theatrical in that combination. A pure heart is not 
hiding filth behind religious furniture. A good conscience is not bribed into approving what 
Scripture condemns. Faith unfeigned is faith without a mask. The whole verse points 
toward inward honesty before God. That matters because conscience can be weak, 
wounded, defiled, evil, or seared. Therefore simply having a conscience proves nothing 
about the quality of its judgment. The question is whether that conscience has been 
educated, corrected, cleansed, and disciplined by truth. A compass is useful only when it 
points the right direction. A conscience worth listening to is one that increasingly points 
where the Bible points. 

Paul understood that maintaining such a conscience required effort. Acts 24:16 records 
him saying, “And herein do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience void of offence 
toward God, and toward men.” Notice the word “exercise.” Paul did not treat conscience 
like a piece of furniture that remained clean because nobody touched it. He worked at 
keeping it clear. That meant examining conduct, correcting wrongs, refusing hypocrisy, 
confessing sin, and living honestly before both God and men. A good conscience is not 
accidental. The flesh does not naturally polish the witness stand. Left alone, it drags mud 
through the courtroom, hides evidence beneath the table, and then complains that the 
lighting is poor. Maintaining a clean conscience requires deliberate submission to 



Scripture. The believer who wants an honest inner witness cannot feed it lies all week and 
expect truthful testimony on Sunday. 

The goal is balance under biblical authority. Some people mistake hypersensitivity for 
holiness and invent sins God never named. Others mistake numbness for liberty and 
excuse things God plainly condemned. Neither condition is a good conscience. A weak 
conscience trembles where God gave freedom. A seared conscience sleeps where God 
sounded the alarm. A Bible-trained conscience does neither. It learns to distinguish divine 
commandments from human preferences, legitimate liberty from fleshly license, 
conviction from inherited tradition, and genuine peace from simple numbness. Psalm 
119:105 says, “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” The lamp does 
not ask your feet where they would prefer to go. It shows the path. Conscience becomes 
trustworthy only as it learns to walk in that light. 

1. Scripture Must Educate the Conscience 

A conscience cannot judge accurately when it has been trained by an inaccurate standard. 
That is why the word of God must have first place. Second Timothy 3:16 says, “All scripture 
is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness.” Those four functions reach directly into the moral education 
of conscience. Doctrine tells you what is right. Reproof tells you where you are wrong. 
Correction shows you how to get straight. Instruction teaches you how to stay straight. That 
is a complete training program for the inner witness. A conscience raised on culture, 
preference, television, family tradition, religious folklore, and whatever everybody else 
happens to be doing will eventually resemble a courthouse whose law library was replaced 
with magazines. Plenty to read, nothing authoritative. 

The Bible must therefore correct both what conscience approves and what conscience 
condemns. First Corinthians 8 shows that a conscience can be weak enough to condemn a 
believer over meat God has not forbidden. First Timothy 4 shows that conscience can 
become seared enough to tolerate lying and false doctrine. Scripture stands above both 
conditions. It tells the weak conscience, “You are condemning where God gave liberty,” and 
tells the hardened conscience, “You are permitting what God condemned.” The Book does 
not flatter either man. Truth does not care whether the error came from strict religion or 
loose living. A crooked ruler bent to the left and a crooked ruler bent to the right are both 
useless for building a straight wall. 

That means the Christian must continually ask not merely, “How do I feel about this?” but, 
“What does Scripture say about this?” Feelings can be trained by almost anything. 
Somebody raised under a pile of man-made rules may feel guilty about liberty. Somebody 



raised in moral chaos may feel nothing about fornication, dishonesty, filthy speech, or 
drunkenness. Neither feeling establishes truth. Psalm 119:128 says, “Therefore I esteem all 
thy precepts concerning all things to be right; and I hate every false way.” There is the 
proper order. God’s precepts are right first. The conscience must then be taught to agree. 
The Bible is not corrected by the conscience; the conscience is corrected by the Bible. 

2. A Good Conscience Is Not the Same as a Good Feeling 

Paul speaks repeatedly of a good conscience, but never as an emotional mood. First 
Timothy 1:19 says, “Holding faith, and a good conscience; which some having put away 
concerning faith have made shipwreck.” You can put away a good conscience. That means 
the condition involves moral choices, not merely pleasant sensations. A sailor can feel 
wonderful while his ship is headed toward rocks. His stomach may be settled, the weather 
may be pleasant, and the coffee may be excellent, but none of those things alters the reef 
ahead. Likewise a man can feel comfortable while his conduct is wrong. Jonah managed to 
sleep in a ship while fleeing from God’s direct commandment. Apparently disobedience 
can come with a pillow. 

Conversely, a man can feel uneasy while doing something God permits. Romans 14 shows 
believers differing over food and days. One man’s conscience may be troubled where 
another man has liberty. The answer is not to worship the feeling. The conscience must be 
educated until it understands the truth. Romans 14:14 says, “I know, and am persuaded by 
the Lord Jesus, that there is nothing unclean of itself.” Yet Paul immediately recognizes that 
another man may still esteem something unclean. The weaker believer is not mocked, but 
neither is weakness declared the permanent standard. Biblical growth means the 
conscience learns. If every uneasy feeling became a commandment, Christianity would 
eventually require a rulebook thicker than a city tax code. 

A good conscience therefore does not mean you always feel comfortable. Sometimes a 
good conscience makes you uncomfortable precisely because it is functioning correctly. 
David could not escape the weight of his sin in Psalm 32. Peter “wept bitterly” after denying 
Christ (Matthew 26:75). Pain in those cases was evidence that the moral nerves were alive. 
Nobody enjoys the dentist finding decay, but the discovery is better than losing the tooth 
while congratulating yourself because it stopped hurting. A good conscience tells the truth 
even when the truth ruins your evening. It is better to have an inward witness that disturbs 
your sin than one that protects your sleep. 

3. Obedience Preserves What Truth Has Taught 

Knowing the Bible is not enough if a man repeatedly refuses to obey what he knows. James 
1:22 says, “But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.” A 



conscience educated by Scripture must be preserved through obedience. Every time the 
believer responds properly to known truth, he strengthens the habit of honest moral 
judgment. Every time he knowingly resists truth, he teaches conscience that biblical 
warnings can be ignored. Knowledge without obedience can make a man more 
accountable without making him more spiritual. A medicine cabinet full of prescriptions 
does nothing for the patient who refuses to take them. 

Paul’s statement in Acts 24:16 is practical: “I exercise myself.” Exercise involves repetition. 
A man does not become physically strong by reading about weights while avoiding the gym. 
Likewise conscience becomes disciplined when truth is repeatedly put into practice. Tell 
the truth when lying would be easier. Make restitution when honesty costs money. Keep 
your word when breaking it would be convenient. Turn away from what Scripture condemns 
when nobody else would know. Obedience builds an internal history of agreement with 
God. The conscience learns that when Scripture speaks, the matter is settled. That kind of 
discipline makes the inner witness harder to bribe. 

Obedience also keeps small compromises from becoming large corruptions. Song of 
Solomon 2:15 speaks of “the little foxes, that spoil the vines.” The principle is obvious even 
without misusing the doctrinal setting: small things can do real damage. The first 
compromise may look insignificant. But conscience remembers what you teach it. Ignore 
one clear warning today, and tomorrow’s warning arrives in a courtroom where precedent 
has already been established. Sin loves case law. One exception becomes evidence for 
another. The believer should therefore deal with disobedience while it is still trying to get its 
foot through the door. It is easier to keep a skunk outside than to remove the smell after 
inviting him into the living room. 

4. Confession Clears the Conscience Without Excusing the Sin 

When a believer sins, the answer is not denial, redefinition, or self-defense. First John 1:9 
says, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.” Confession means agreeing with God about what happened. 
That agreement is essential to a clean conscience because self-justification teaches the 
conscience to lie. “I was wrong” keeps the witness honest. “I was wrong, but…” 
immediately sends the flesh looking for a loophole. The shortest road back to a clear 
conscience is often the sentence pride hates most: “God is right, and I was wrong.” 

Confession must also use God’s vocabulary. Do not rename the thing in order to soften the 
verdict. A lie is not merely “poor communication.” Bitterness is not “having standards.” Lust 
is not “being human.” Covetousness is not automatically “ambition.” Gossip does not 
become righteous because somebody added, “I’m only telling you this so you can pray.” 



Religious language can launder almost anything if the heart wants it badly enough. 
Proverbs 28:13 says, “He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth 
and forsaketh them shall have mercy.” Covering hides; confession exposes. God does not 
need improved terminology. He wants honesty. 

Where sin has harmed another person, a good conscience may also require dealing 
honestly with that person. Paul sought a conscience “void of offence toward God, and 
toward men.” Those two directions matter. A man may ask God to forgive dishonest 
conduct while refusing to make right what can be made right with the person he cheated. 
Salvation is not earned by restitution, and eternal life remains the gift of God through Jesus 
Christ, but saved people ought to care about a clean testimony. Zacchaeus understood 
that when his encounter with Christ affected the way he handled money and people (Luke 
19:8). Grace does not teach a thief to enjoy forgiveness while keeping somebody else’s 
wallet. 

5. Hypocrisy Is Poison to a Pure Conscience 

First Timothy 1:5 connects “a good conscience” with “faith unfeigned.” That word 
“unfeigned” strikes at hypocrisy. A feigned thing is a pretended thing. A man cannot 
maintain a genuinely good conscience while deliberately living two lives. Eventually he 
must either abandon the sin or train the conscience to tolerate the contradiction. First 
Timothy 4:2 connects lying hypocrisy with a seared conscience. That is where prolonged 
pretending leads. The mask is not harmless. Wear it long enough and conscience forgets 
which face is underneath. 

Religious hypocrisy is especially dangerous because public respectability can temporarily 
silence internal warning. A man may preach strongly, pray publicly, carry a Bible, defend 
sound doctrine, and still cultivate secret sin. The applause of people can become 
anesthesia. But Matthew 23 shows what Christ thought of polished exteriors covering 
corruption. He compared hypocritical religious leaders to “whited sepulchres” that 
appeared beautiful outwardly while remaining full of uncleanness within (Matthew 23:27). 
Fresh paint cannot resurrect a corpse. Religious activity cannot substitute for inward 
honesty. A pure conscience requires the private man and the public man to know each 
other. 

The safest response to hypocrisy is immediate exposure before God and correction before 
the double life becomes comfortable. Psalm 139:23–24 says, “Search me, O God, and 
know my heart… And see if there be any wicked way in me.” That is a dangerous prayer for 
anybody determined to protect appearances, because God has no interest in maintaining 
the costume department. He wants truth “in the inward parts” (Psalm 51:6). A believer who 



keeps short accounts with God does not need a complicated system for remembering 
which version of himself he presented to which audience. Honesty is easier to carry than a 
suitcase full of masks. 

6. A Pure Conscience Avoids Both False Guilt and False Liberty 

A good conscience must be protected from hypersensitivity as well as insensitivity. First 
Corinthians 8 shows a weak conscience troubled by things that knowledge would 
eventually correct. Some Christians imagine that the more things bother them, the holier 
they must be. That is not Scripture. A conscience that invents sins is not purer merely 
because it stays busy. Colossians 2 warns against human regulations summarized as 
“Touch not; taste not; handle not,” which can possess “a shew of wisdom” while being 
human religion. God does not receive extra glory when men manufacture commandments 
He never issued. 

On the other side, Galatians 5:13 warns believers not to use liberty “for an occasion to the 
flesh.” Some people discover that legalism is wrong and then apparently decide the flesh 
should receive a government grant. That is not Christian liberty. Liberty frees the believer 
from man-made bondage and from the law as a means of justification; it does not free him 
to ignore New Testament commands concerning holiness, purity, charity, honesty, 
separation from evil, and walking in the Spirit. A conscience trained by truth recognizes 
both dangers. It refuses chains God did not forge and refuses freedom God never granted. 

The mature conscience therefore operates like a properly calibrated instrument. Too 
sensitive, and it reports a crisis every time the wind blows. Too insensitive, and it fails when 
the building is actually on fire. Scripture calibrates it. When the Bible says sin, conscience 
should sound the alarm. When the Bible gives liberty, conscience should not invent a siren 
because somebody’s grandmother had a rule about it. Hebrews 5:14 speaks of those 
whose senses are “exercised to discern both good and evil.” Discernment is not calling 
everything evil. It is knowing the difference. A guard dog that barks at every leaf and sleeps 
through the burglar is not much of a guard dog. 

7. Exercise Yourself Toward God and Toward Men 

Acts 24:16 gives perhaps the most practical summary of maintaining conscience: “to have 
always a conscience void of offence toward God, and toward men.” The order matters. God 
first, men second. A believer cannot keep peace with men by disobeying God and still 
claim a good conscience. Peter and the apostles said, “We ought to obey God rather than 
men” (Acts 5:29). Yet devotion to God never excuses unnecessary dishonesty, cruelty, 
arrogance, or carelessness toward people. The vertical and horizontal relationships both 



matter. A man cannot stab his neighbor all week and then boast that his doctrine is 
straight. 

A good conscience toward men includes honest dealings, truthful speech, keeping 
commitments, paying what is owed, refusing slander, correcting wrongs, and treating 
people in a way that leaves no legitimate charge against Christian testimony. First Peter 
3:16 speaks of “Having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of 
evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversation in Christ.” 
Peter is writing within his own particular audience and setting, but the practical principle is 
plain: when accusation comes, conduct should make the accusation look foolish. There is 
a vast difference between being persecuted for righteousness and being criticized because 
you behaved like a fool and then called the consequences persecution. 

Paul’s exercise also implies continuity: “always.” Not merely after revival meetings. Not 
only when somebody is watching. Not only when preaching about conscience. Always. The 
Christian should want the same moral standard on Monday afternoon that he professed 
Sunday morning. He should not need one vocabulary for church and another for business, 
one character in public and another online, one set of ethics when money is plentiful and 
another when bills arrive. A conscience void of offence is maintained in ordinary decisions. 
Great collapses usually begin with small permissions. Strong character is built the same 
way—one obedient decision at a time. 

Conclusion 

A good and pure conscience is not born from emotional comfort. It is trained by truth, 
preserved by obedience, cleared by confession, protected from hypocrisy, and exercised 
continually before God and men. First Timothy 1:5 places it beside a pure heart and faith 
unfeigned because those things belong together. God is after reality, not performance. The 
believer should desire an inner witness that has been taught enough Scripture to recognize 
genuine sin, enough liberty to reject invented sin, enough tenderness to respond quickly 
when wrong, and enough courage to remain clear when human pressure demands 
compromise. 

That kind of conscience does not become infallible. The Bible remains infallible. The 
conscience remains the witness, never the Judge and never the lawbook. But a witness 
trained under Scripture becomes increasingly reliable because it has learned whose 
vocabulary to use. When culture calls evil good, the trained conscience remembers the 
Book. When religion calls something sinful that God never condemned, the trained 
conscience checks the Book. When the flesh produces excuses, the trained conscience 
drags them back to the Book. When pride wants a loophole, the Book closes the door. The 



measuring stick stays straight because it is continually compared with a standard that 
cannot bend. 

Paul exercised himself to keep a conscience void of offence. That is the pattern. Guard it. 
Train it. Correct it. Clean it when sin soils it. Never brag because nothing bothers you; 
numbness is not holiness. Never brag because everything bothers you; confusion is not 
holiness either. Let Scripture teach you what should trouble you and what should not. The 
best conscience is neither screaming at shadows nor sleeping through burglary. It is awake, 
informed, honest, and under authority. A good conscience is not one that tells a man he is 
always right. It is one trained well enough to tell him the truth when he is wrong—and 
humble enough before the word of God to change its verdict when the Bible proves it 
mistaken. 

 

 

9 of 10: The Conscience — Purged From Dead Works by the Blood of Christ 

Key Passage: Hebrews 9:14 — “How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through 
the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from 
dead works to serve the living God?” 

Hebrews 9:14 brings the study of conscience to the only place where guilt can finally be 
answered—blood. Not resolutions. Not ceremonies. Not self-improvement. Not learning to 
speak kindly to yourself about what you did fifteen years ago. Blood. The Holy Ghost asks, 
“How much more shall the blood of Christ… purge your conscience from dead works to 
serve the living God?” Man’s conscience can accuse him, excuse him, trouble him, 
become weak, become defiled, become evil, or become seared, but conscience 
possesses no power to pay one penny of the debt it identifies. A courtroom witness can 
point toward the defendant and say, “He did it,” but the witness cannot satisfy the 
sentence. Religion can repaint the courtroom, polish the benches, straighten the 
hymnbooks, and hang a new sign over the door, yet the guilty record remains. Calvary does 
not merely redecorate the courthouse. Calvary answers the charge. 

Hebrews has a particular doctrinal setting that must not be flattened into a string of Church 
Age slogans. The book is written with Hebrews before us, constantly dealing with Israel’s 
priesthood, tabernacle, sacrifices, covenant matters, wilderness history, and the 
superiority of Jesus Christ over the entire Old Testament sacrificial structure. Hebrews 9 
compares the earthly sanctuary and animal sacrifices with Christ entering “into heaven 
itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us” (Hebrews 9:24). Bulls, goats, ashes, 
washings, and ordinances could deal with ceremonial matters in their appointed sphere, 



but verse 14 asks the great question: “How much more shall the blood of Christ” reach 
where those things could not? The contrast is not between sloppy religion and better 
religion. It is between shadows and substance, repeated sacrifices and the finished 
offering, external purification and a work that reaches the conscience. 

That phrase “purge your conscience from dead works” tears the mask from man’s favorite 
substitute for redemption: doing something religious in order to quiet what he knows is 
wrong. Fallen man hates guilt but often loves the system that lets him keep his pride while 
addressing it. Give him beads, candles, pilgrimages, donations, ceremonies, vows, dietary 
rules, religious performances, moral resolutions, or a spiritual treadmill and he will run 
until his shoes smoke if you will only let him remain his own saviour. But dead works cannot 
give life. Hebrews points beyond the whole machinery of human performance to the blood 
of Christ. The conscience does not need cosmetics. It needs purging. The guilty man does 
not need a better excuse. He needs a payment. And God did not send His Son to teach the 
defendant how to feel innocent; He sent Him to deal with sin. 

1. The Conscience Can Identify Guilt but Cannot Remove It 

Conscience is a witness, not a redeemer. Romans 2:15 says conscience bears witness 
while thoughts accuse or excuse. It can tell a man something is wrong, and sometimes it 
can keep that wrong before him long after everybody else has forgotten. David said, “For I 
acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me” (Psalm 51:3). That is 
conscience doing unpleasant but necessary work. The act may have occurred once, yet 
memory can replay the evidence a thousand times. A word spoken thirty years ago can 
walk back into the room at midnight. A face can return. A betrayal can still have a voice. The 
world may have lost the paperwork, but conscience keeps copies. It can become a very 
efficient filing cabinet for charges nobody else remembers. 

But conscience cannot erase its own file. That is where modern man makes a ridiculous 
mistake. He imagines that because guilt is experienced inwardly, the solution must also be 
manufactured inwardly. So he tries to “forgive himself,” as though he were simultaneously 
defendant, victim, judge, and governor with pardon power. If you stole another man’s 
money, your private opinion of yourself does not repay him. If you sinned against God, your 
ability to achieve emotional calm does not satisfy God. A criminal could sit in the 
courtroom repeating, “I release myself from all guilt,” until the bailiff grows a beard, and the 
judge will still read the sentence. Feelings can change while facts remain stubbornly 
seated. 

The Bible never tells the sinner to save himself by reaching a suitable emotional conclusion 
about his past. It points outside him. Romans 5:8 says, “Christ died for us.” First 



Corinthians 15:3 says “Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures.” The answer 
comes from God, not from the defendant’s internal negotiations. That is glorious because 
conscience is not always reliable enough to establish peace anyway. One day it screams; 
another day it whispers. Memory sharpens and fades. Emotions rise and fall. But Christ’s 
work does not fluctuate with the weather inside your skull. The cross happened in history. 
The blood was shed. The payment rests upon what He did, not upon how successfully you 
managed your feelings about what you did. 

2. Dead Works Can Occupy a Religious Man While Leaving His Conscience Unpurged 

Hebrews 9:14 does not merely say the conscience is purged from wicked works. It says 
“dead works.” That phrase is worth noticing. Man naturally imagines that only obvious vice 
separates him from God, so he begins piling respectable religion on top of the problem. He 
reforms his vocabulary, adjusts his habits, attends services, gives money, memorizes 
prayers, joins religious organizations, and becomes a very polished unsaved man. The 
coffin gets excellent upholstery, but the occupant is still dead. Ephesians 2:1 describes 
men as “dead in trespasses and sins.” Dead men do not become alive by increasing their 
schedule. 

Religious activity can even become an attempt to outrun conscience. A man feels guilty, so 
he gets busier. He serves more, gives more, attends more, promises more, and resolves 
harder. None of those things is evil when done from the right position, but every one 
becomes useless as a substitute for Christ. Isaiah 64:6 says, “all our righteousnesses are 
as filthy rags.” Notice, not merely our obvious wickedness—our righteousnesses. The flesh 
finds that offensive because it would rather hand God an impressive résumé than receive 
mercy as a bankrupt sinner. Man wants to stand before Calvary holding a folder marked 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS. God points to the cross and asks what part of “It is finished” needs 
his assistance. 

Hebrews exposes the futility of ceremonies detached from the reality to which God 
pointed. Under the law, sacrifices had their God-appointed purpose in Israel’s system, but 
Hebrews repeatedly shows their insufficiency to perfect the conscience in the ultimate 
sense. Hebrews 10:1 says those sacrifices could “never with those sacrifices which they 
offered year by year continually make the comers thereunto perfect.” Verse 4 declares, “it is 
not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins.” The shadow could 
never become the Saviour. A religious man can spend his life dusting shadows while 
refusing the One casting them. Dead works stay dead no matter how reverently you arrange 
them. 

3. The Blood of Christ Reaches Where Religious Soap Cannot 



Hebrews 9:13–14 deliberately compares the ceremonial effects connected with the old 
system to the greater efficacy of Christ’s blood. “For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and 
the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh: How 
much more shall the blood of Christ…” There is the inspired comparison: “How much 
more.” The work of Christ is not merely another item in a long religious catalog. It towers 
above the old system because of who offered Himself. Christ “through the eternal Spirit 
offered himself without spot to God.” The offering is spotless because the Offerer is 
spotless. No sinner could provide that sacrifice because every sinner arrived carrying his 
own charges. 

First Peter 1:18–19 speaks of redemption “not… with corruptible things, as silver and gold,” 
but “with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.” 
Money cannot buy it. Ritual cannot manufacture it. Human merit cannot improve it. The 
blood is precious because the Person is precious. That is why Calvary answers guilt in a 
way moral therapy never can. Therapy may teach a man how to think about memory; the 
blood of Christ answers sin before God. Those are not remotely the same thing. One may 
alter the defendant’s feelings about the courtroom. The other satisfies the demands upon 
which the courtroom stands. 

Religion loves washing the outside because the outside is where other people look. Jesus 
condemned men who “make clean the outside of the cup and of the platter” while inwardly 
remaining full of corruption (Matthew 23:25). Calvary reaches deeper. Hebrews 9:14 says 
the conscience itself can be purged. God is not interested merely in making a criminal 
presentable for the photograph. He deals with the judicial problem underneath. Men can 
polish character until it shines and still carry unresolved guilt. The blood reaches where 
polish cannot. You can scrub a tombstone until it reflects sunlight, but that does not raise 
the corpse. Christianity begins with life from God, not improved landscaping around death. 

4. Peace With God Rests on a Finished Payment, Not a Successful Feeling 

Romans 5:1 says, “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” Notice where peace stands. It follows justification. The verse does not 
say, “Having finally achieved peaceful feelings, we conclude that we are justified.” Peace 
with God is an objective result grounded in what Christ accomplished and received by 
faith. Feelings may accompany that truth, but they do not create it. A believer may wake up 
one morning emotionally miserable and still possess the same standing in Christ he 
possessed the night before. Heaven does not rewrite the record according to whether you 
had a good breakfast. 



That distinction matters enormously for conscience because a sensitive Christian can keep 
reopening cases God has settled. Memory says, “But remember what you did.” The answer 
is not, “No, I have successfully forgotten it.” The answer is that Christ’s blood is greater than 
the charge. Romans 8:33 asks, “Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s elect? It is 
God that justifieth.” Verse 34 follows: “Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, 
yea rather, that is risen again.” Paul does not fight accusation with positive thinking. He 
points to death, resurrection, justification, and the finished work of another Person. That is 
solid ground. 

The believer should never make emotional intensity the measure of forgiveness. Some 
people feel tremendous relief immediately after salvation; others may struggle with 
memories and old accusations for years. Neither emotional pattern changes the gospel. 
First Corinthians 15:1–4 does not say Christ died for your sins provided you later develop 
the proper sensation about it. He died, was buried, and rose again according to the 
Scriptures. The gospel is news about an accomplished event before it becomes comfort 
inside a man. Feelings are passengers. Truth drives the vehicle. Put feelings behind the 
wheel and you will eventually find the car in a ditch arguing that the scenery looked sincere. 

5. Calvary Answers the Accuser With a Stronger Record 

The conscience remembers. Satan accuses. Scripture itself calls him “the accuser of our 
brethren” in Revelation 12:10, in its proper prophetic setting. Accusation therefore has 
more than one source, and not every accusation should simply be accepted as divine 
conviction. The Holy Ghost uses truth to expose real sin. The adversary would gladly take 
forgiven sin and use it as a chain around the believer’s neck. The flesh will join either side of 
the argument whenever it gets an opportunity to make you useless. But the answer to valid 
guilt and false condemnation alike is not an invented innocence. It is the work of Christ. 

Colossians 2:13–14 says God has forgiven believers “all trespasses,” “blotting out the 
handwriting of ordinances that was against us,” and taking it “out of the way, nailing it to his 
cross.” There is courtroom language with nails in it. The record against the sinner is not 
answered because the sinner convinced himself the charges were exaggerated. The cross 
is not divine denial. God does not pretend sin never mattered. Calvary proves exactly how 
much it mattered. Sin mattered enough that the Son of God shed His blood. Mercy is not 
God lowering the standard until everybody passes. Mercy is God providing in Christ what 
guilty men could never provide for themselves. 

That is why the believer can face his past without either minimizing it or being owned by it. 
You do not need to call yesterday’s wickedness harmless in order to walk free today. Call it 
what God calls it. Confess it where confession is required. Make right what can rightly be 



made right. Then trust the blood. A forgiven past does not need cosmetic editing. Grace 
can look squarely at the ugliest exhibit in the courtroom and point to Calvary. The cross 
does not whisper, “It wasn’t that serious.” It declares, “The price was that serious—and it 
was paid.” There is a world of difference between denial and redemption. 

6. A Purged Conscience Is Freed to Serve the Living God 

Hebrews 9:14 does not end with conscience. It ends with service: “purge your conscience 
from dead works to serve the living God.” Cleansing has a purpose. God does not purge 
conscience so a man can spend the rest of his life sitting in a spiritual waiting room 
examining himself. He cleanses in order that the man may serve. Guilt turned inward 
indefinitely can become its own form of self-occupation. The man is always thinking about 
his failures, his history, his unworthiness, his feelings, his memories, his record. Calvary 
turns the eyes outward and upward. Christ dealt with the sin. Get up and serve God. 

Paul understood this better than most. Before salvation he persecuted the church of God. 
First Timothy 1:13 records his own description: “Who was before a blasphemer, and a 
persecutor, and injurious.” Paul did not rewrite that past. He named it. Yet the verse 
continues, “but I obtained mercy.” Then he spent his life serving the Christ he had opposed. 
Imagine if Paul had decided that the proper response to his past was to sit in Damascus for 
thirty years repeating, “I just cannot forgive myself.” Half the New Testament would be 
missing because a forgiven man was waiting for permission from his own emotions. Mercy 
had already spoken. 

The purged conscience therefore produces gratitude, obedience, and service rather than 
endless self-punishment. Self-punishment can look humble while quietly denying the 
sufficiency of the payment already made. If God says Christ’s blood is sufficient, it is not 
humility to answer, “Yes, but I need to suffer emotionally another twenty years before I can 
accept that.” That sounds pious, but it puts your feelings in review over God’s verdict. The 
believer’s sorrow over sin should deepen his gratitude for grace, not compete with grace. 
The cross is not asking your conscience to contribute a second installment. 

7. Cleansing Does Not Give the Believer Permission to Return to the Mud 

Grace is never a license for sin. Romans 6:1 asks, “Shall we continue in sin, that grace may 
abound?” and verse 2 answers, “God forbid.” The blood that purges the conscience does 
not teach the Christian to dirty it again carelessly. Quite the opposite. Titus 2:11–12 says 
the grace of God teaches believers to deny “ungodliness and worldly lusts” and to live 
“soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world.” Cheap grace is a fleshly invention. 
Biblical grace saves without works and then teaches the saved man how he ought to walk. 



First John 1:9 remains important in the believer’s daily walk: “If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” The 
Christian’s standing in Christ is not maintained by continual re-salvation every time he 
stumbles. Eternal life would not be very eternal if it expired every Tuesday afternoon. But 
fellowship and conscience matter. When a believer sins, he should confess rather than 
conceal, judge himself rather than justify himself, and return quickly to obedience rather 
than letting one fall become a furnished apartment. Grace removes every excuse for 
despair and every excuse for rebellion at the same time. 

A clean conscience should therefore make sin more hateful, not more convenient. The man 
who understands what the blood cost does not say, “Wonderful, now I can sin cheaply.” He 
says, “How could I treat lightly what required Calvary?” First Corinthians 6:20 says, “For ye 
are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are 
God’s.” The price does not enslave the believer to guilt; it binds him in gratitude. There is no 
contradiction. The blood that frees him from condemnation also reminds him that he 
belongs to Another. A purchased man ought not keep returning to the auction block. 

Conclusion 

Hebrews 9:14 brings conscience to the blood of Christ because nothing less reaches the 
real problem. Religion can polish behavior. Discipline can change habits. Human remorse 
can produce tears. Time can dull memory. Friends can reassure. A man can even persuade 
himself that the past no longer matters. None of those things pays for sin. The conscience 
needs more than temporary quiet. It needs an answer strong enough to stand before God. 
Scripture gives that answer: “the blood of Christ.” Not the sinner’s improvement. Not the 
sinner’s suffering. Not the sinner’s ceremonies. Christ offered Himself “without spot to 
God,” and His blood can purge the conscience from dead works. 

That does not mean the believer forgets every ugly thing he ever did. Sometimes God leaves 
memory intact while removing condemnation, and memory then becomes a monument to 
grace rather than a prison cell. Paul never forgot that he persecuted Christians, but he also 
never let yesterday’s Saul overrule today’s calling. He could say, “by the grace of God I am 
what I am” (1 Corinthians 15:10). Grace did not make his past good. It made Christ’s mercy 
greater than his past. The conscience may remember the charge, but Calvary remembers 
the payment. When those two records collide, the blood gets the final word. 

The court record is not cleared because the defendant learned to feel better about himself. 
It is cleared because the penalty was paid. That is the difference between salvation and 
self-soothing, between redemption and religious cosmetics, between Calvary and every 
human system designed to make guilty men comfortable without making them clean. 



When conscience drags an old file onto the desk, do not answer with denial. Answer with 
the gospel. Christ died for our sins. He was buried. He rose again the third day according to 
the Scriptures. The blood has spoken where dead works could not. And when God’s 
payment has answered the charge, the believer should rise from the courthouse, leave the 
chains on the floor, and “serve the living God.” 

 

 

10 of 10: The Conscience — When “I Feel at Peace About It” Replaces the Word of God 

Key Passage: Isaiah 40:8 — “The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our 
God shall stand for ever.” 

There may be no more convenient sentence in modern Christianity than, “I feel at peace 
about it.” Four words can sometimes accomplish what forty verses could not: they end the 
discussion without settling the doctrine. A man wants to make a decision, Scripture 
presents an obstacle, conscience has mixed testimony, circumstances are pushing one 
direction, and then the trump card appears—“I feel at peace.” Once that phrase is treated 
as divine authorization, the Bible has effectively been removed from the Judge’s bench and 
replaced with an internal weather report. But peace is not inspiration. Feelings are not 
Scripture. Conscience is not God. Throughout this series we have seen a conscience that 
can be weak, wounded, defiled, evil, seared, good, pure, and purged. If conscience can 
occupy all those conditions, then conscience cannot possibly be the final standard by 
which Scripture is judged. The witness may testify, but the witness does not write the 
statute book. 

Isaiah 40:8 supplies the unchanging standard: “The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but 
the word of our God shall stand for ever.” In its prophetic setting Isaiah is speaking comfort 
to Israel and magnifying the reliability of the word of Israel’s God against everything 
temporary and fading. First Peter 1:24–25 later quotes the passage and again declares, “the 
word of the Lord endureth for ever.” Men fade. Cultures fade. Governments fade. Religious 
fashions fade. Feelings certainly fade. The thing that felt absolutely right on Monday may 
feel foolish by Friday, but the word of God does not wake up Friday morning needing 
revision. The Book does not track public opinion, consult emotional trends, or wait for 
fallen men to feel comfortable before remaining true. Grass withers. Flowers fade. God’s 
words stand. 

That brings the entire courtroom picture together. Romans 2 showed conscience “bearing 
witness” while thoughts are “accusing or else excusing one another.” The conscience sits in 
the witness box. The thoughts argue the case. The heart produces motives, memories, 



fears, desires, excuses, and accusations. But none of them occupies the Judge’s seat. 
None of them wrote the law. None of them possesses authority to overturn something God 
has plainly said. The great error of “I feel at peace about it” is not that peace is always 
meaningless; biblical peace is real and precious. The error is making peace supreme. 
When the witness contradicts the statute, you correct the witness. You do not take a black 
marker to the statute because the witness looked sincere while testifying. 

1. Feeling Right Has Never Been the Same as Being Right 

Proverbs 14:12 destroys the notion that inward certainty proves outward truth: “There is a 
way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.” Notice the 
Holy Ghost did not say the way seemed obviously wicked. It “seemeth right.” A man can be 
heading toward destruction while every internal signal tells him the road makes perfect 
sense. He can possess confidence, sincerity, calmness, and a detailed explanation. None 
of those things changes the destination. The highway does not curve around a driver’s 
feelings. If the bridge is out, being peaceful while driving toward it will not reconstruct the 
bridge. Fallen man has always preferred internal approval because internal approval is 
easier to obtain than obedience. The flesh can negotiate with itself. Scripture is less 
cooperative. 

Judges 21:25 describes another form of the same disaster: “every man did that which was 
right in his own eyes.” That verse does not say every man deliberately chose what appeared 
wrong. They did what appeared right to them. There is the whole modern religion of 
personal truth in one ancient sentence. Once your own eyes become the standard, the only 
remaining sin is disagreeing with yourself. One man feels right worshipping one way; 
another feels equally right worshipping the opposite way. One conscience approves what 
another condemns. If feeling settles truth, contradiction becomes revelation and God 
apparently has several thousand mutually exclusive doctrines operating at the same time. 
That is not spirituality. That is confusion with a devotional cover. 

Paul himself proves how useless sincerity can be as a final test. Acts 26:9 says, “I verily 
thought with myself, that I ought to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of 
Nazareth.” Saul did not merely tolerate persecution; he thought he ought to persecute. His 
conscience had a religious argument. His zeal was real. His confidence was real. His 
conclusion was wrong. Christ did not meet him on the Damascus road and say, “Saul, your 
intentions are sincere, so continue until your peace changes.” He knocked the entire 
system flat. Sincerity needs truth or sincerity simply gives error more horsepower. 

2. Peace Can Exist in the Middle of Error 



Jeremiah 6:14 describes false religious voices saying, “Peace, peace; when there is no 
peace.” That single verse proves the word “peace” can be spoken where actual peace with 
God does not exist. A man may hear reassuring words, experience relief, and still stand on 
rotten ground. Emotional calm is therefore not self-authenticating. The prophets in 
Jeremiah’s day could soothe people while judgment approached. Their message was 
pleasant precisely because it denied the seriousness of the situation. A doctor who tells 
every patient, “Nothing is wrong,” may be popular until the funerals start. Truth does not 
become cruel because it refuses to hand sedatives to a dying man. 

Jonah provides an even more humorous illustration. God told him to go to Nineveh. Jonah 
went the opposite direction, boarded a ship, and during a storm “was fast asleep” (Jonah 
1:5). There is a man perfectly capable of sleeping while completely outside the revealed 
will of God. If physical calm proved divine approval, Jonah had a mattress full of 
confirmation. The sailors were terrified, the sea was raging, and the disobedient prophet 
had achieved impressive tranquility. So much for making peace the infallible compass. 
Sometimes a man is peaceful because he is right with God. Sometimes he is peaceful 
because he is tired. Sometimes he is peaceful because he has ignored conviction long 
enough to stop hearing it. 

That is why contradictory religious experiences expose the weakness of the argument. A 
Roman Catholic may feel profound peace while praying to Mary. A Mormon may describe 
an inward burning that confirms his belief. A member of a religious cult can feel absolute 
certainty that his leader speaks for God. A Bible-believing Christian can likewise feel 
tremendous calm while making a foolish or sinful decision. Those experiences cannot all 
establish contradictory doctrines as simultaneously true. Feeling proves that something 
was felt. That is all it proves. A thermometer measures temperature; it does not write 
theology. When inward experiences contradict the written word, the experiences go on 
trial, not the Bible. 

3. Conscience Can Be Trained Incorrectly 

First Corinthians 8 has already shown that conscience can be weak because “there is not 
in every man that knowledge.” A believer could connect meat with idolatry so strongly that 
eating the meat defiled his weak conscience even though Paul plainly said, “meat 
commendeth us not to God” (1 Corinthians 8:8). That alone proves conscience can react 
strongly to something Scripture does not universally condemn. The feeling may be genuine. 
The guilt may feel genuine. Yet the conscience needs education. If inner reaction were 
divine revelation, Paul would have told the knowledgeable believer to learn doctrine from 
the weak man’s discomfort. Instead he protects the weak man while teaching the truth. 



The reverse can also happen. Titus 1:15 speaks of a “mind and conscience” that is defiled. 
First Timothy 4:2 speaks of a conscience “seared with a hot iron.” Therefore conscience 
can be trained not merely to fear harmless things but to tolerate wicked things. A man 
raised around profanity may scarcely notice it. A man immersed in dishonesty may regard 
lying as ordinary. A person surrounded by sexual corruption can eventually treat what once 
shocked him as background noise. None of that changes God’s standard. It merely 
demonstrates that the internal instrument has been calibrated by the wrong environment. 

This is why “I have never felt convicted about it” is not the mighty theological argument 
some imagine it to be. Perhaps the man should have felt convicted and did not. Perhaps he 
never knew the relevant Scripture. Perhaps false teaching trained him badly. Perhaps habit 
dulled him. Perhaps pride taught him to silence objections. Perhaps the act truly is lawful. 
All those possibilities must be tested against something outside the man. Psalm 119:130 
says, “The entrance of thy words giveth light.” Light reveals what darkness concealed. The 
conscience does not give the Bible light; the Bible gives the conscience light. 

4. Culture Can Redefine Shame Until Wickedness Feels Ordinary 

Isaiah 5:20 pronounces, “Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put 
darkness for light, and light for darkness.” That reversal happens when moral vocabulary is 
repeatedly changed. What one generation calls shameful, another can advertise. What 
once required an excuse later demands celebration. What once made men blush can 
become comedy. The conduct did not become holy; the dictionary was altered. Culture 
has always known that if you cannot change God’s commandment, changing the label is 
the next best thing. Sin loves a marketing department. 

Jeremiah 6:15 asks, “Were they ashamed when they had committed abomination?” and 
answers, “nay, they were not at all ashamed, neither could they blush.” The inability to 
blush is presented as degeneration, not enlightenment. Shame can certainly be misplaced; 
weak consciences prove that. But shame over actual wickedness is a sign that the moral 
nerves still respond. A society that cannot blush is not automatically freer. It may simply 
have been living beside the sewer so long that nobody smells it anymore. Familiarity is not 
purification. A hog can become completely comfortable in mud without making the mud 
clean. 

The Christian must therefore refuse to let cultural normality become moral authority. 
Romans 12:2 says, “be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing 
of your mind.” Conformity changes what feels normal. Renewal restores the biblical 
pattern. That is why the constant intake of Scripture matters. Without it, the Christian can 
slowly adopt the world’s vocabulary, priorities, outrage, entertainment, ambitions, and 



excuses while retaining enough religious language to imagine nothing changed. The world 
seldom asks the church to deny every doctrine in one afternoon. It prefers teaching 
Christians to feel comfortable with one compromise at a time. 

5. Repetition Can Silence the Alarm Without Removing the Fire 

First Timothy 4:2 gives the dreadful picture of men “having their conscience seared with a 
hot iron.” A seared nerve loses sensitivity. Repetition can therefore produce a quietness 
that the careless sinner mistakes for peace. The first lie may trouble him for hours. The 
twentieth produces five minutes of discomfort. The hundredth comes out before the 
sentence has finished forming. He then announces, “It doesn’t bother me anymore,” as 
though moral numbness were a testimony of spiritual growth. A leper could make the same 
argument about losing sensation in his fingers. Lack of pain is not always health. 

Hebrews 3:13 warns of being “hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.” Sin hardens 
while deceiving. It does not say, “I am going to destroy your sensitivity now.” It says, “Just 
once.” Then, “You already did it.” Then, “Obviously God did not strike you dead.” Then, 
“Everybody does it.” Finally, “There is nothing wrong with it.” By that stage conscience may 
no longer resist because conscience has been trained by continual surrender. Sin begins as 
a visitor asking for five minutes and ends as a landlord changing the locks. 

Therefore the statement “I feel at peace now” may mean several very different things. It 
might mean a believer has submitted to Scripture and enjoys the peace that follows 
obedience. It might mean Scripture corrected an unnecessarily weak conscience. Or it 
might mean the warning has been resisted so long that the alarm finally stopped. The 
difference is discovered by opening the Bible. Sometimes the smoke detector is silent 
because there is no fire. Sometimes it is silent because somebody pulled the battery so he 
could sleep. The silence sounds exactly the same; the condition of the house does not. 

6. The Word of God Is the Final Standard Behind the Judge’s Bench 

Isaiah 40:8 settles the hierarchy: “the word of our God shall stand for ever.” That statement 
is not poetry waiting for human approval. God’s word possesses permanence that 
conscience does not. Psalm 119:89 says, “For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven.” 
Settled. Not under review. Not dependent upon denominational votes. Not waiting for 
religious influencers to decide whether the wording remains suitable. Not trembling 
because somebody’s feelings were hurt by a commandment. Heaven settled the Book 
before modern man discovered the phrase “my truth.” 

Jesus said in John 10:35, “the scripture cannot be broken.” That puts Scripture in a category 
entirely above inward impressions. Feelings break. Memories break. Human reasoning 
breaks. Religious organizations break. Consciences can be broken, wounded, defiled, 



corrupted, and seared. Scripture cannot be broken. Therefore when an unbreakable 
authority conflicts with a breakable witness, there should not be much difficulty deciding 
which one receives correction. Yet fallen man somehow keeps dragging the Bible into court 
and demanding that it explain itself before his feelings. That is like putting the ruler on trial 
because the crooked board dislikes the measurement. 

Second Timothy 3:16–17 explains what Scripture does: it is profitable “for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.” There are the tools needed to 
govern conscience. Doctrine tells the witness what is true. Reproof identifies its errors. 
Correction straightens its crooked conclusions. Instruction teaches it how to judge 
properly in the future. God did not leave the believer with nothing but impressions and 
hunches. He gave a written standard capable of correcting the very internal voice modern 
Christianity so often treats as supreme. 

7. When Conscience and Scripture Disagree, Correct the Conscience 

The practical rule is simple: when your conscience condemns what Scripture permits, 
educate your conscience; when your conscience permits what Scripture condemns, 
correct your conscience. Do not reverse the process. First Corinthians 8 handles the first 
problem. First Timothy 4 handles the second. The word of God stands over both. A man 
who feels guilty about harmless meat needs truth. A man who feels comfortable lying 
needs truth. The remedy is the same Book applied to opposite errors. Scripture is 
remarkable that way: it can loosen chains that religion invented and tighten restraints that 
the flesh removed. 

That also means a Christian should learn to distinguish between a biblical command, a 
biblical principle, wise personal caution, and personal preference. Those categories are 
not identical. You may choose a stricter personal boundary because you know your 
weakness. Good. Keep it. You may decline something because of testimony or because it 
could wound another believer. Good. Do it in charity. But do not manufacture a verse that 
does not exist. Likewise, do not dismiss an explicit command as merely somebody’s 
opinion because obedience is inconvenient. Mature conscience neither adds to the Book 
nor subtracts from it. 

Acts 24:16 gives Paul’s pattern: “herein do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience 
void of offence toward God, and toward men.” He exercised it. Conscience requires 
training. Truth must educate it, obedience must strengthen it, confession must clear it, and 
humility must keep it correctable. A conscience worth listening to is not a conscience 
promoted above Scripture. It is a conscience disciplined beneath Scripture. The best 



witness in the courtroom is the one who knows his place, tells the truth, and never 
mistakes the witness chair for the Judge’s bench. 

Conclusion 

The entire study of conscience leads to one unavoidable conclusion: conscience matters 
greatly, but conscience is not God. Romans 2 shows it bearing witness. First Corinthians 8 
shows it can be weak and wounded. Titus shows it can be defiled. Hebrews speaks of an 
evil conscience. First Timothy shows it can be seared. The New Testament also speaks of a 
good conscience, a pure conscience, and a conscience purged by the blood of Christ. No 
serious Bible reader can look at that range of conditions and then say, “Whatever my 
conscience presently tells me must be God’s final word.” The witness requires supervision. 

Neither can “peace” rescue the argument. Men have felt peaceful while wrong, sincere 
while wrong, zealous while wrong, religious while wrong, and absolutely certain while 
wrong. Saul thought he ought to persecute Christians. False prophets cried peace when 
judgment approached. Jonah slept while fleeing the commandment of God. Weak 
believers felt condemned over lawful meat. Seared men could lie in hypocrisy. The Bible 
has supplied enough evidence to close the case. Feelings may accompany truth, but 
feelings do not manufacture truth. Peace is a blessing when it follows God’s word; it 
becomes an idol when it replaces God’s word. 

So hang the final standard where it belongs behind the Judge’s bench: “the word of our God 
shall stand for ever.” When conscience agrees with it, thank God and walk cleanly. When 
conscience accuses contrary to it, train the conscience. When conscience excuses 
contrary to it, rebuke the conscience. When feelings roar, open the Book. When feelings 
whisper, open the Book. When you feel peace, open the Book. When you feel turmoil, open 
the Book. Grass will wither. Flowers will fade. Cultures will reverse themselves. Religious 
fashions will come and go. Your own emotions may change before lunchtime. But God’s 
word will still be standing after every feeling has taken a seat, every excuse has finished 
talking, and the courtroom has gone silent. 

 

 

Conclusion: The Conscience — God’s Courtroom Inside a Man 

We have walked through the courtroom from the first witness to the final verdict, and one 
truth ought to be nailed down so tightly that no religious breeze can move it: the 
conscience matters, but the conscience is not God. Romans 2:15 says the conscience 
bears witness while the thoughts accuse or excuse one another. That is its office. It 



testifies. It reacts. It warns. It approves. It may even keep a man awake when every human 
witness has gone home and every earthly record has been buried. But the witness does not 
become the Judge simply because he speaks from inside the building. Modern religion has 
almost deified the inward voice. “I feel led.” “I have peace.” “Something inside tells me.” 
Fine. Something inside Jonah apparently told him he could take a nap while running from 
God. Internal quiet is not inspiration. Conscience belongs in the witness box, Scripture 
belongs on the Judge’s bench, and confusion begins the moment those seats are switched. 

Romans 2 showed us that God put enough moral witness inside man to leave him 
responsible. The liar knows lying is wrong because he becomes angry when somebody lies 
to him. The cheat suddenly discovers the Ten Commandments when somebody cheats 
him. The thief becomes a strong supporter of private property when his own wallet 
disappears. Fallen man is a remarkable theologian when somebody else’s sin is being 
discussed. He believes in righteousness, justice, fairness, truth, accountability, and 
consequences right up until his own name appears on the indictment. Then the courtroom 
develops technical difficulties. The same man who demanded justice yesterday discovers 
mercy, nuance, background circumstances, emotional complexity, and twelve new 
definitions of the word “wrong.” Romans 2:1 has had mankind’s number for two thousand 
years: “wherein thou judgest another, thou condemnest thyself.” Man’s problem has never 
been merely that he lacks moral vocabulary. His problem is that he keeps changing 
dictionaries depending on who is standing trial. 

Then we saw the thoughts “accusing or else excusing one another.” That courtroom never 
lacks attorneys. Conscience says, “You lied.” The flesh replies, “I was protecting 
somebody.” Conscience says, “You were bitter.” The flesh says, “I was standing for 
principle.” Conscience says, “That was pride.” The flesh answers, “No, that was 
discernment.” Give the old nature ten minutes and it can put a necktie on nearly any sin. 
Adam started the business in Genesis 3. God asked a simple question, and Adam managed 
to mention the woman and God Himself before finally admitting, “and I did eat” (Genesis 
3:12). Fallen man has been filing appeals ever since. Blame the upbringing. Blame the 
spouse. Blame the church. Blame the pressure. Blame the circumstances. Blame the devil. 
Blame anybody available, including people who were not in the room, if it keeps the 
defendant from saying the one sentence pride hates: “God is right, and I was wrong.” 

But the study also showed why not every guilty feeling is proof of actual guilt. First 
Corinthians 8 gives us the weak conscience, and that truth is desperately needed wherever 
religion has manufactured more commandments than Moses brought down from Sinai. A 
conscience can condemn a believer over something God never condemned. It can tremble 
at liberty because it was trained by tradition, culture, past associations, bad preaching, or 



simple ignorance. That does not mean the weak believer should be mocked. It means he 
should be taught. Weakness is not a crime, but neither is it a virtue to preserve in a glass 
case. The goal is growth. The conscience must learn the difference between “God said” 
and “I was always told.” Those statements may agree, and thank God when they do. But 
when they do not, somebody’s tradition needs to pack its suitcase. The Bible is not 
required to surrender because grandma had a rule about it. 

At the same time, the strong brother learned that Christian liberty is not a bulldozer license. 
First Corinthians 8:12 says, “when ye sin so against the brethren, and wound their weak 
conscience, ye sin against Christ.” That is strong language because God takes seriously 
what we do to believers Christ died for. A man can be doctrinally correct about his liberty 
and spiritually wrong in the way he uses it. Knowledge can puff up while charity builds up. 
The mature believer does not need to display every liberty like trophies in a glass cabinet. 
Sometimes the greatest proof that you possess a liberty is that you are free enough not to 
exercise it. Paul could eat meat. Paul could also say, “if meat make my brother to offend, I 
will eat no flesh while the world standeth” (1 Corinthians 8:13). Pride says, “Nobody tells 
me what I can do.” Charity says, “I know what I can do, and I also know what I can lay 
down.” 

Then the courtroom itself began to darken. Titus 1:15 warned that “even their mind and 
conscience is defiled.” Sin does not merely add another dirty page to the record. Sin can 
smear grease across the spectacles of the witness reading the record. Repetition changes 
what feels normal. The first lie may sting; the hundredth walks in like an old friend. The first 
filthy thing may shock; repeated exposure turns sewage into scenery. The first compromise 
requires an argument; after enough practice, the argument gets shorter because the 
conscience has learned not to interrupt. Jeremiah asked whether men were ashamed at 
abomination and answered, “they were not at all ashamed, neither could they blush” 
(Jeremiah 6:15). There is moral collapse in one sentence. When a society loses its blush, it 
has not necessarily become enlightened. Sometimes it simply forgot where the sewer was 
because everybody moved next door to it. 

Hebrews then took us deeper with the “evil conscience.” Here conscience is not merely 
weak or dirty; moral judgment itself has begun taking sides with evil. John 16:2 shows how 
far that can go: men would kill Christ’s servants and “think that he doeth God service.” Saul 
of Tarsus could persecute believers and later say, “I verily thought with myself, that I ought 
to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth” (Acts 26:9). There is sincerity 
with blood on its hands. There is religious zeal marching in the wrong direction and singing 
hymns while it goes. Let that bury forever the doctrine that sincerity proves truth. A sincere 
man can be sincerely wrong, and sometimes sincerity simply makes him more efficient at 



doing damage. A bullet does not become harmless because the shooter had good 
intentions. 

First Timothy 4:2 showed the frightening destination of repeated resistance: “having their 
conscience seared with a hot iron.” The picture could hardly be stronger. A seared nerve 
loses feeling. A seared conscience loses sensitivity. That explains why the absence of guilt 
is not always evidence of innocence. Sometimes the smoke detector is quiet because 
there is no smoke. Sometimes it is quiet because somebody got tired of the noise, pulled 
out the batteries, threw them in the drawer, and went back to sleep while the curtains 
burned. People say, “It doesn’t bother me anymore,” as though that automatically proved 
spiritual growth. Maybe Scripture corrected a false conviction. Good. But if Scripture still 
condemns the thing and it no longer bothers you, that is not maturity. That is scar tissue. A 
dead nerve never won an argument against fire. 

That is why a good and pure conscience requires training. Paul said, “herein do I exercise 
myself, to have always a conscience void of offence toward God, and toward men” (Acts 
24:16). Exercise implies effort. A clean conscience is not maintained by accident any more 
than a clean house is maintained by leaving the windows open during a dust storm. 
Scripture must educate it. Obedience must strengthen it. Confession must clear it. 
Hypocrisy must be hunted down before the mask becomes more familiar than the face. A 
good conscience is not one that always makes you feel wonderful. Sometimes a good 
conscience ruins your evening because you sinned. Sometimes it gives you peace while 
religious people are trying to burden you with something God never said. The issue is not 
whether conscience is noisy or quiet. The issue is whether it has been trained beneath an 
open Bible. 

And when conscience truly says, “Guilty,” the whole series had to come to Calvary. 
Hebrews 9:14 asks, “How much more shall the blood of Christ… purge your conscience 
from dead works to serve the living God?” There is the answer religion cannot manufacture. 
Religion can paint the courthouse, sweep the floor, polish the witness stand, replace the 
curtains, and put a choir in the lobby. It cannot pay the sentence. Remorse cannot pay it. 
Tears cannot pay it. Good works cannot pay it. Self-punishment cannot pay it. Learning to 
“forgive yourself” cannot pay it. The sinner does not need to become emotionally 
persuasive enough to overturn heaven’s verdict. He needs an Advocate whose payment 
answers the charge. “Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures” (1 Corinthians 
15:3). That is not therapy. That is redemption. 

The conscience may remember what God has forgiven. Memory can be merciless. A face 
returns. A sentence returns. A night returns. A failure from thirty years ago can walk into the 
mind as though it happened last Tuesday. But Calvary is stronger than memory. Romans 



8:33 asks, “Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s elect? It is God that justifieth.” 
Verse 34 points immediately to Christ who died and rose again. Paul does not answer 
accusation with a mirror. He answers it with a cross and an empty tomb. That is the 
difference between biblical assurance and sentimental self-soothing. Biblical assurance 
does not say the sin never mattered. It says the sin mattered so much that the Son of God 
shed His blood for it—and the payment was sufficient. 

Which brings us back to one of the most dangerous sentences in religious conversation: “I 
feel at peace about it.” Peace is precious when it follows truth. Peace becomes poisonous 
when it replaces truth. False prophets cried, “Peace, peace; when there is no peace” 
(Jeremiah 6:14). Jonah slept during disobedience. Saul persecuted Christians while 
thinking he ought to do it. Religious men have committed atrocities while believing heaven 
approved. A weak conscience can condemn liberty. A seared conscience can approve 
wickedness. So the argument “I have peace” proves exactly one thing: you presently feel 
peaceful. That may be wonderful. It may be meaningless. It may be dangerous. The Bible 
decides which. 

That final principle ought to govern everything we have studied. When conscience 
condemns what Scripture permits, train the conscience. When conscience permits what 
Scripture condemns, rebuke the conscience. When thoughts accuse accurately, confess. 
When they accuse falsely, answer them with truth. When thoughts excuse what God 
condemned, throw the excuse out of court. When tradition adds commandments, remove 
the additions. When liberty becomes selfish, restrain it with charity. When sin dirties the 
witness, cleanse the life. When repeated rebellion numbs the alarm, get back under the 
sharp edge of Scripture before you forget what conviction feels like. When guilt is real, do 
not hide behind dead works—run to the blood of Christ. 

This is where the whole courtroom must remain forever: beneath the authority of the word 
of God. “For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven” (Psalm 119:89). Settled. Human 
opinions are not settled. Feelings are certainly not settled. Culture changes morals faster 
than stores change window displays. Yesterday’s scandal becomes today’s entertainment 
and tomorrow’s protected virtue. Religious fashion changes too. One generation invents 
rules, the next throws out commandments, and both congratulate themselves for 
correcting the other. Meanwhile the Book sits where it sat before either generation was 
born. Scripture does not need updating because man’s appetites changed. You do not 
repair a compass because the traveler decided north was inconvenient. 

So keep the courtroom straight. Let conscience testify, but never let it legislate. Let 
thoughts speak, but make them answer Scripture. Let conviction hurt when it should. Let 
liberty breathe where God permits it. Let charity govern strength. Let confession keep the 



witness honest. Let the blood of Christ answer charges no human effort can erase. And 
above all, keep the final standard hanging straight behind the Judge’s bench. When every 
thought has finished arguing, when every excuse has presented its case, when every 
religious opinion has entered its objection, when every feeling has risen and fallen, and 
when the courtroom finally goes silent, one question still settles the matter: “What saith 
the scripture?” (Romans 4:3). That question has never needed improvement, and it never 
will. 

 

 

 


