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Temptation 

The Bait, the Hook, and the Way of Escape 

Temptation is one of those subjects everybody understands just well enough to 
underestimate. A man may know the word, quote a verse about it, shake his head over 
somebody else who fell into it, and still walk straight into the same trap with his eyes open. 
The Bible does not treat temptation like a mysterious cloud that floats over a person and 
suddenly makes him helpless. Scripture takes the thing apart piece by piece. It shows the 
bait, the appetite, the enticement, the consent, the conception, the act, the repetition, the 
bondage, the consequence, and finally the way of escape. James lays the whole operation 
on the table when he writes, “But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own 
lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is 
finished, bringeth forth death” (James 1:14–15). That is not psychology. That is anatomy. 
God tells you where temptation starts, how it grows, what it produces, and where it ends. 
The devil has spent thousands of years trying to make sin complicated enough for men to 
excuse it. The Bible explains it in two verses. 

The first truth that has to be nailed down is that temptation itself is not sin. Jesus Christ 
“was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin” (Hebrews 4:15). If temptation 
itself were sin, then the sinless Son of God could not have been tempted. A temptation may 
knock at the door without owning the house. A wrong thought may arrive without 
permission. A sinful opportunity may appear unexpectedly. An appetite may announce 
itself. Satan may whisper. The world may advertise. The flesh may stir. None of that means 
a man has already committed the act. The line is crossed when temptation is entertained, 
approved, welcomed, rehearsed, or obeyed. There is a difference between seeing and 
staring, hearing and savoring, remembering and rehearsing, feeling an impulse and yielding 
to it. The devil would love to confuse those categories. He wants one man condemned 
because he was tempted and another man excused because he “only thought about it.” 
Scripture gives neither one that luxury. Temptation speaks. Sin begins answering. 

That is why James says a man is “drawn away of his own lust.” There is the part modern 
excuses do not like. Satan is real. The world is crooked. Circumstances can be severe. 
Other people can entice. But the flesh supplies appetite. The devil can bait the hook, but he 
cannot manufacture a desire inside a man that the old nature is incapable of recognizing. 
Eve did not eat because the serpent grabbed her hand and forced fruit into her mouth. 
Achan did not steal because the Babylonish garment crawled into his tent. David did not 
commit adultery because Bathsheba hypnotized him from the rooftop. Samson did not 
lose his strength because Delilah possessed supernatural scissors. Somewhere along the 
road, desire found agreement. That is why blaming Satan for every fall is such dangerous 



foolishness. It gives the old man an alibi he never earned. The devil has enough crimes on 
his record without us assigning him the ones flesh volunteered to commit. 

The world then comes alongside and furnishes the showroom. John says, “Love not the 
world, neither the things that are in the world” and then identifies the merchandise: “the 
lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life” (1 John 2:15–16). There are 
your three shelves. The packaging changes, but the stock hardly does. Money, sex, 
attention, resentment, vanity, status, possessions, comfort, entertainment, power, 
applause, envy, revenge, and pride all fit somewhere inside that old inventory. The world 
has simply learned to package ancient sins in modern wrapping paper. Cain needed no 
smartphone to hate Abel. Achan needed no credit card to covet. David needed no internet 
connection to lust. Judas needed no electronic bank transfer to love money. Fallen nature 
was fully operational long before electricity. Technology may speed temptation up, spread 
it farther, and make access easier, but it did not invent the appetite. 

The devil, for his part, has been using the same tackle box since Genesis 3. He begins with 
“Yea, hath God said?” (Genesis 3:1). Question the word. Reduce the warning. Magnify the 
pleasure. Conceal the consequence. Offer advancement. Suggest that God is withholding 
something good. That method worked in Eden, and Satan has not needed a marketing 
overhaul since. He did not tell Eve, “Eat this fruit and introduce death, grief, murder, 
disease, sweat, sorrow, graves, and judgment into human history.” He told her the attractive 
part. “Your eyes shall be opened,” and “ye shall be as gods” (Genesis 3:5). Sin is always 
advertised from the front. God shows you the back of the package. Satan sells pleasure “for 
a season” and hides the invoice. The flesh buys quickly because it dislikes reading fine 
print. Scripture slows the transaction down and says, “Before you sign, look where this road 
ends.” 

And every road of temptation has a moment where private desire becomes inward consent. 
That is where “lust hath conceived” (James 1:15). Conception is hidden. Birth is visible. 
Long before sin appears publicly, something often happened privately. David’s adultery did 
not begin when Bathsheba entered the palace; it began when a look became an inquiry and 
an inquiry became intention. Achan’s theft did not begin when he buried stolen goods; he 
“saw,” “coveted,” and then “took” (Joshua 7:21). Judas’s betrayal did not begin with a kiss in 
Gethsemane. Long before that kiss, Scripture had already exposed him as a thief, and later 
he was seeking “opportunity to betray him” (Matthew 26:16). Public actions frequently have 
private rehearsals. The hand performs what the heart has been practicing. Men notice the 
explosion. God saw the fuse being lit. 

That private rehearsal matters because repetition builds habit, and habit can become 
bondage. Romans 6:16 says, “to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye 



are to whom ye obey.” Notice the order again: yield, obey, serve. The first surrender may be 
accompanied by shame, trembling, conviction, and promises that it will never happen 
again. The twentieth may barely disturb the conscience. The fiftieth may have its own 
schedule. Sin learns routine faster than most people learn Scripture. What once required 
an argument eventually requires only an opportunity. Then people say, “I don’t know why I 
keep doing this,” while carefully preserving every condition that makes doing it easy. A man 
who keeps feeding a stray dog should stop acting surprised when it appears at the porch 
every morning. Flesh remembers where supper is served. 

That is also why the word “struggle” has to be used honestly. There is genuine struggle in 
the Christian life. “The flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh” 
(Galatians 5:17). But struggle means resistance. If a man continually provides access, 
protects opportunity, feeds desire, refuses separation, and then calls the resulting 
surrender a “struggle,” language has become camouflage. Grace is not permission to 
furnish the prison cell. Romans 13:14 says, “make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the 
lusts thereof.” That is plain English. If you want something starved, stop stocking its pantry. 
If a particular account feeds lust, close it. If a conversation is moving toward adultery, end 
it. If comparison feeds covetousness, stop feeding comparison. If bitterness grows through 
rehearsing an offense, quit holding nightly court sessions in your imagination. The flesh will 
call every practical act of holiness “extreme” because the flesh thinks anything interfering 
with supper is unreasonable. 

Then there is the end of the road, and the Bible refuses to conceal it. “Sin, when it is 
finished, bringeth forth death” (James 1:15). David was forgiven, but the sword entered his 
house. Samson belonged to God, but he still ended up blind between two pillars. Moses 
remained God’s servant, but one act of rebellion cost him entry into Canaan. The 
Corinthians belonged to Christ, yet some were weak, sickly, and some slept under 
chastening (1 Corinthians 11:30). Eternal security is not earthly immunity. The believer is 
saved by the finished work of Jesus Christ, sealed unto the day of redemption, and kept by 
God’s grace; but none of that means a Christian can sow to the flesh and demand a crop 
failure. Grace saves the soul. It does not make adultery harmless, bitterness healthy, 
dishonesty profitable, drunkenness wise, pride safe, or rebellion consequence-free. 

This is where the Father’s chastening has to be understood correctly. Hebrews says, 
“whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth” (Hebrews 12:6). Chastening is not damnation. It is 
family discipline. God does not send His children to hell every time they stumble, and He 
does not shrug at their sin either. A father who loves his child does not watch that child play 
in traffic and call nonintervention grace. God’s grace is not indifference. Sometimes He 
corrects through conviction. Sometimes He allows consequences. Sometimes He removes 



opportunities, influence, health, comfort, or usefulness. Scripture never gives us 
permission to assign every hardship to a particular sin, but it also never permits the foolish 
idea that believers may live any way they please without the Father getting involved. The 
same grace that saves also teaches “that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we 
should live soberly, righteously, and godly” (Titus 2:12). 

Yet this series is not written to leave the believer staring at the hook with no hope of 
escape. Scripture gives the answer. Jesus Christ faced Satan in the wilderness and 
answered, “It is written” (Matthew 4:4, 7, 10). He did not negotiate. He did not ask whether 
the devil had a point. He did not conduct a trial run to see whether one small compromise 
might be manageable. He stood upon the written word. The lesson is not that we possess 
Christ’s sinless nature; we do not. The lesson is that the same written authority that 
exposed Satan’s lie in the wilderness still exposes lies now. A Bible learned before 
temptation becomes ammunition during temptation. Soldiers who wait until the enemy is 
climbing over the wall before deciding to load their rifles are not courageous. They are late. 

Prayer and watchfulness belong beside Scripture. Christ said, “Watch and pray, that ye 
enter not into temptation” (Matthew 26:41). Notice He did not merely say pray. He said 
watch. Some people pray vaguely against temptation while walking straight toward it with 
both eyes open. That is not dependence; that is contradiction. Watchfulness asks where 
temptation usually comes from, what hour it shows up, what appetite it uses, what excuse 
accompanies it, what circumstance weakens resistance, and what route repeatedly leads 
to the same place. Prayer brings dependence on God. Watchfulness applies wisdom. A 
man who knows there is a pothole in the same place every day should eventually learn to 
steer around it instead of asking God to suspend the laws of suspension. 

And sometimes the biblical answer is simply to run. “Flee fornication” (1 Corinthians 6:18). 
“Flee also youthful lusts” (2 Timothy 2:22). Joseph did not remain in Potiphar’s house to 
prove maturity. He left the garment and saved the testimony. There are battles won by 
standing, and there are battles won by leaving. Resist the devil; flee the opportunity. Stand 
against false doctrine; run from sexual temptation. Stand for truth; walk away from the 
conversation feeding the flesh. The man who insists on standing beside the cliff because 
he wants to prove his balance is not spiritually strong. He is spiritually curious about 
gravity. There is no cowardice in getting away from what Scripture tells you to flee. 
Cowardice is knowing what will pull you down and refusing to leave because pride does not 
want to look weak. 

Finally, First Corinthians 10:13 places the entire matter under one magnificent statement: 
“God is faithful.” Not you are faithful. Not your flesh is faithful. Not your emotions are 
reliable. “God is faithful.” He “will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but 



will with the temptation also make a way to escape.” God does not promise absence of 
temptation. He promises an exit. Sometimes the exit is spectacular. Usually it is painfully 
ordinary: the unopened door, the deleted number, the changed route, the turned-off 
screen, the unanswered invitation, the avoided room, the verse remembered at the right 
moment, the friend called before the fall, or simply the decision to get up and leave. Flesh 
wants lightning from Heaven because lightning would allow it to keep all its favorite 
arrangements. God often provides a doorknob. 

So this series will trace temptation from the first pull of lust to the last wages of sin, then 
back to the way God provides escape. We will look at the devil’s methods, the world’s 
pressure, the flesh’s cooperation, the moment of consent, the birth of outward sin, the 
chains of repeated surrender, the consequences at the end of the road, Christ’s victory in 
the wilderness, the wisdom of fleeing, and the faithfulness of God who never leaves His 
child without an exit. The purpose is not to produce a catalog of somebody else’s sins. The 
purpose is to put the flashlight where the old nature dislikes it most. Temptation survives 
on darkness, excuses, delay, and secrecy. Scripture turns on the lights. 

The devil may bait the hook. The world may make the bait sparkle. The flesh may swear it is 
starving. But God has already told you what is on the other end of the line. He has also 
shown you the exit. That is the whole battlefield in one picture. The fool studies the bait 
until he forgets the hook. The wise man believes God before he has to learn theology from 
scars. Temptation will come. The old nature will speak. The world will advertise. Satan will 
lie. But none of those things changes what God has written. The Christian does not need a 
newer answer. He needs to believe the one already in the Book. 

 

 

1 of 10 — Temptation — When Lust Conceives: Where Temptation Really Begins 

Key Passage: “Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot 
be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man: But every man is tempted, when he is 
drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth 
sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.” (James 1:13–15) 

Temptation has a family tree, and James does not leave us guessing who its father is. Men 
have spent six thousand years blaming somebody else for what came out of their own 
heart, but the Holy Ghost puts His finger directly on the guilty party: “every man is tempted, 
when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.” Notice the order. The hand has not 
stolen anything yet. The mouth has not lied yet. The feet have not walked through the wrong 
door yet. The body has not committed the act yet. Something inside the man has simply 



looked at the bait and answered it. That is where the trouble starts. Satan can advertise. 
The world can put neon lights around the merchandise. Circumstances can set the platter 
directly beneath a fellow’s nose. But James says the man is “drawn away of his own lust.” 
The devil may own the tackle box, but the flesh supplies the appetite. Nobody gets hooked 
by bait he has absolutely no desire to swallow. 

James writes to “the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad” (James 1:1), and that 
historical address should not be erased because somebody wants a convenient devotional 
slogan. Yet the anatomy of temptation he gives agrees perfectly with the rest of Scripture. 
Paul tells believers, “make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof” (Romans 
13:14), and again, “Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh” (Galatians 
5:16). Different passages have their proper doctrinal settings, but the old nature has not 
improved its manners because the calendar moved forward. Flesh is flesh. It can be 
dressed in church clothes, handed a hymnbook, taught religious vocabulary, and seated 
three rows from the pulpit, and it will still reach for forbidden fruit if it is fed long enough. 
Salvation gives a believer a new nature and a new position in Christ; it does not rehabilitate 
the old man. God does not put perfume on Adam. He tells you to reckon him dead. 

The first great mistake in dealing with temptation is confusing temptation with sin. Jesus 
Christ “was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin” (Hebrews 4:15). Therefore 
the mere presence of temptation cannot itself be sin, or the Son of God would have sinned. 
The solicitation is not the surrender. The knock at the door is not the same thing as inviting 
the visitor inside, giving him your recliner, fixing him supper, and asking whether he would 
like to spend the night. Temptation presents something to the will. Sin occurs when the will 
embraces what God forbids. That distinction matters because some believers condemn 
themselves for being tempted while others excuse themselves after they have consented. 
Scripture permits neither confusion. You are not guilty merely because a wrong thought 
passed before you, but you are playing with fire when you begin furnishing that thought with 
a chair. The battlefield is usually lost in private long before the casualty report becomes 
public. 

1. “Every Man Is Tempted”: Nobody Outgrows the Battlefield 

James begins with words that flatten religious pride: “every man is tempted.” Not the weak 
man only. Not the young man only. Not the new convert only. Every man. Moses was 
tempted. David was tempted. Elijah was tempted. Peter was tempted. Paul knew enough 
about the flesh to say, “in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing” (Romans 7:18). 
The fellow who imagines he has graduated beyond temptation has not reached spiritual 
maturity; he has merely enrolled in the advanced course on pride. A man may conquer one 
appetite and discover another waiting around the corner. Age may cool one passion while 



heating another. The twenty-year-old may be tempted by lust, the forty-year-old by 
ambition, the sixty-year-old by bitterness, and the eighty-year-old by self-righteousness. 
The flesh keeps a diversified portfolio. If one stock drops, it has another ready to rise. That 
is why Scripture says, “Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall” (1 
Corinthians 10:12). 

Temptation also changes uniforms. The thing a believer would reject instantly if it appeared 
ugly will often receive a hearing when it appears respectable. Covetousness can call itself 
ambition. Pride can call itself principle. Gossip can put on a prayer-request badge. 
Bitterness can announce that it is merely “discernment.” Unbelief can parade around as 
caution. Laziness can introduce itself as waiting on God. The flesh is an excellent salesman 
because it knows exactly which vocabulary keeps the conscience from calling security. But 
changing the label on the bottle does not alter the poison. “For all that is in the world,” John 
writes, “the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life” (1 John 2:16). 
There are thousands of packages, but only a few ingredients. The devil has been selling the 
same rotten groceries since Eden, and business remains excellent because fallen man still 
walks into the store hungry. 

That is why vigilance is not paranoia; it is Bible Christianity. Christ told His disciples, 
“Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh 
is weak” (Matthew 26:41). Notice He did not say the flesh was misunderstood. He said it 
was weak. A believer who knows that begins making decisions before the pressure arrives. 
He does not wait until midnight, alone, tired, angry, flattered, curious, offended, or 
emotionally stirred to establish where the boundary is. He settles the matter while the 
Bible is open and the blood is cool. Temptation loves emergency meetings because the 
flesh usually chairs the committee. Wisdom writes the policy before the crisis. If you know 
the old man likes a certain alley, stop taking him sightseeing there. Spiritual maturity is not 
proving you can stand beside the pit without falling in. Sometimes maturity is having 
enough sense to cross the street. 

2. “Drawn Away of His Own Lust”: The Enemy Inside the Gate 

James chooses a phrase that removes nearly every excuse: “his own lust.” Not somebody 
else’s lust. Not Adam’s lust. Not Satan’s lust. His own. Scripture certainly teaches a 
personal devil, demonic opposition, a hostile world system, and spiritual wickedness, but 
none of those truths erase human responsibility. There is something inside fallen flesh that 
answers forbidden things. Jeremiah said, “The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked” (Jeremiah 17:9). Christ said, “For from within, out of the heart of men, 
proceed evil thoughts” and then listed adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, 
covetousness, wickedness, deceit, pride, and foolishness (Mark 7:21–22). Modern man 



prefers an explanation that leaves him unfortunate rather than guilty. The Bible is less 
flattering. It says the problem is not merely what happened around you. Something in you 
wanted what God said no to. That is not pleasant, but truth seldom asks permission before 
entering the room. 

The old nature does not need to be taught rebellion. Nobody has to send a child to a 
seminar on selfishness. He arrives with the basic curriculum already installed. David said, 
“Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me” (Psalm 51:5). Paul 
calls the inherited corruption “the old man” (Ephesians 4:22), and believers are 
commanded to “put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt 
according to the deceitful lusts.” There is the word again: lusts, and they are “deceitful.” 
They lie. They promise satisfaction and produce hunger. They promise freedom and 
manufacture chains. They promise secrecy and eventually hire a trumpet player. Sin is the 
only salesman that delivers less than promised and then sends a bill larger than 
advertised. Yet flesh keeps shopping because flesh never learns righteousness by 
experience. You cannot educate the old man into holiness. God’s answer is crucifixion, not 
rehabilitation. 

This explains why blaming Satan for every fall is spiritually dangerous. Certainly the devil 
tempts, deceives, accuses, and lays snares, but blaming him for every sinful choice gives 
the flesh an alibi it does not deserve. Eve could point toward the serpent, Adam could point 
toward Eve, and Adam even managed to drag God into the excuse when he said, “The 
woman whom thou gavest to be with me” (Genesis 3:12). Sin had barely entered the world 
before responsibility started changing addresses. But God judged Adam, Eve, and the 
serpent separately because each bore responsibility for his own part. When a believer sins, 
repentance begins where excuses end. “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins” (1 John 1:9). Confession means agreeing with God about the thing. It 
does not mean submitting a revised edition in which temptation becomes somebody else’s 
fault. 

3. “And Enticed”: The Bait Is Designed to Hide the Hook 

The word “enticed” carries the picture perfectly. Temptation does not usually approach 
with a coffin under one arm and handcuffs under the other. It comes attractively. Nobody 
fishes by hanging the bare hook over the water and shouting, “Attention, fish! This sharp 
piece of metal is intended to rip your mouth open and drag you from your natural 
environment.” The hook is covered. The danger is hidden beneath something desirable. 
That is the method. Proverbs says of the strange woman, “With her much fair speech she 
caused him to yield, with the flattering of her lips she forced him” (Proverbs 7:21). The 
young man sees the invitation; God sees “the way to hell, going down to the chambers of 



death” (Proverbs 7:27). Temptation photographs the entrance and refuses to photograph 
the exit. Scripture takes you around the building and shows you where the ambulance 
parks. 

Satan’s first recorded temptation follows the same pattern. The serpent did not tell Eve, 
“Eat this and introduce death, sorrow, sweat, thorns, murder, disease, graves, and 
judgment into human history.” That sales presentation might have hurt business. Instead 
he began with doubt: “Yea, hath God said?” (Genesis 3:1). Then came contradiction: “Ye 
shall not surely die” (Genesis 3:4). Then came promised advancement: “ye shall be as 
gods” (Genesis 3:5). The method remains familiar. Question what God said, deny the 
consequence God announced, and magnify what disobedience supposedly offers. The 
devil has not needed a new marketing department. He simply keeps repainting Genesis 3. 
Every temptation whispers that God is withholding something good, that the warning is 
exaggerated, and that this one exception will improve your life. The Bible calls Satan “a liar, 
and the father of it” (John 8:44). His merchandise still arrives in attractive wrapping. 

Enticement succeeds where lust finds a point of agreement. A fisherman studies what the 
fish will strike. He does not bait every hook alike, and temptation does not approach every 
person identically. One man would laugh at what ruins another. One believer can walk past 
money and stumble over praise. Another can reject sexual immorality and be devoured by 
anger. Another will never touch liquor but will drink bitterness by the gallon and call it 
conviction. The lesson is not to compare temptations and congratulate yourself because 
another man’s bait does not interest you. The question is: what does your flesh answer? 
Where does your imagination linger? What offense do you keep replaying? What appetite 
grows when fed? What opportunity makes obedience suddenly seem unreasonable? 
Wisdom identifies the bait before the hook disappears inside it. A man who knows where 
he is weak has learned more than the man who merely boasts about where he is strong. 

4. Eve: The Eye Looked Before the Hand Took 

Genesis 3 shows the progression of temptation with frightening clarity. After Satan’s words, 
“the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a 
tree to be desired to make one wise” (Genesis 3:6). Then “she took of the fruit thereof, and 
did eat.” The taking came after the seeing, and the seeing had already been corrupted by 
the serpent’s lie. The fruit had been there before the conversation, but now Eve looked at it 
through Satan’s interpretation rather than God’s commandment. That is crucial. 
Temptation tries to change the meaning of the object before it changes the behavior of the 
person. God had said death. Satan said advancement. God said prohibition. The flesh saw 
desirability. By the time the hand reached out, an invisible argument had already been 
settled in the heart. Public disobedience was simply the receipt from a private transaction. 



Eve also illustrates what happens when desire begins editing revelation. God’s command 
had been plain: “thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt 
surely die” (Genesis 2:17). Temptation did not produce new revelation; it produced 
dissatisfaction with the revelation already given. That still happens. A believer knows the 
verse but begins hunting for a loophole. He knows what God said about fornication, 
bitterness, covetousness, lying, drunkenness, corrupt communication, or unequal yokes, 
but suddenly the situation feels “complicated.” Sin loves complications because plain 
English is its natural enemy. “Flee fornication” (1 Corinthians 6:18) has very few moving 
parts. “Lie not one to another” (Colossians 3:9) does not require a doctoral dissertation. 
When the flesh needs six paragraphs to explain why a two-word command should not 
apply, the verdict is probably already in. 

The answer is to settle authority before appetite begins arguing. Eve entertained the 
serpent’s revision, but Christ in the wilderness answered the tempter with “It is written” 
(Matthew 4:4, 7, 10). The difference is enormous. Eve entered dialogue; Christ cited 
authority. Eve allowed the forbidden thing to be reinterpreted; Christ refused the devil’s 
framing altogether. There is a lesson there for any believer who thinks he can out-debate his 
own lust at close range. Do not sit down at the negotiating table with something God 
already condemned. The flesh will bring charts, graphs, emotional testimony, special 
circumstances, and three witnesses who all happen to be named Desire. Scripture ends 
the meeting. “It is written” is not merely a quotation; it is a closed door. The Christian who 
has already decided that the Book is final has taken away temptation’s favorite weapon: 
prolonged negotiation. 

5. Achan and David: The Sin Was Alive Before Anybody Saw It 

Achan gives one of Scripture’s clearest confessions of the progression. After Israel’s defeat 
at Ai exposed hidden sin in the camp, Achan finally admitted, “When I saw among the 
spoils a goodly Babylonish garment, and two hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge of 
gold… then I coveted them, and took them” (Joshua 7:21). Saw. Coveted. Took. The hand 
comes third. The garment did not leap into his tent. The silver did not threaten him. The 
gold did not hypnotize him. His eye registered the object, his heart assigned unlawful value 
to it, and his will consented. Then he took what God had forbidden. Afterward he hid it 
beneath the earth in his tent, because sin that looked attractive in public suddenly needed 
a basement when judgment started asking questions. That is another feature of lust: it 
wants what it cannot display. If you must bury the evidence, your conscience already 
knows more theology than your excuses admit. 

David followed a similarly grim road. “And it came to pass in an eveningtide, that David 
arose from off his bed… and from the roof he saw a woman washing herself; and the 



woman was very beautiful to look upon” (2 Samuel 11:2). Seeing was not yet adultery. What 
followed mattered. “And David sent and enquired after the woman” (2 Samuel 11:3). There 
is the next step. He did not turn away; he investigated. Even after being told, “Is not this 
Bathsheba… the wife of Uriah the Hittite?” the boundary became clearer, not weaker. She 
belonged to another man. David then “sent messengers, and took her” (2 Samuel 11:4). 
The adultery was not a thunderbolt. It was a staircase. Look. Inquiry. Information. Decision. 
Sending. Taking. Sin often reaches the bottom one deliberate step at a time while the 
sinner keeps pretending he fell through a trapdoor. 

The tragedy deepened because hidden lust demanded additional sins to protect it. David 
tried concealment, manipulation, drunkenness, and finally arranged Uriah’s death. What 
began with an undisciplined gaze eventually wrote a death order. That is how sin grows. The 
flesh promises a private indulgence and soon requires an entire staff of lies to maintain the 
account. Proverbs asks, “Can a man take fire in his bosom, and his clothes not be burned?” 
(Proverbs 6:27). Apparently the modern answer is yes, provided he calls the fire “a struggle” 
and insists nobody judge the smoke. Scripture is less imaginative. Fire burns. Lust 
conceived produces sin, and sin produces consequences. David was forgiven when he 
confessed, but forgiveness did not make the history disappear. Nathan told him, “the sword 
shall never depart from thine house” (2 Samuel 12:10). Grace removes guilt before God; it 
does not guarantee removal of every earthly harvest. 

6. Samson: Feeding an Appetite Until It Becomes a Master 

Samson is one of the Bible’s great warnings about a man repeatedly playing near the same 
fence. God gave him supernatural strength, but strength in one area did not erase 
weakness in another. Judges repeatedly records his attraction to women outside the 
boundaries God had set for Israel. “I have seen a woman in Timnath of the daughters of the 
Philistines,” he told his parents, “now therefore get her for me to wife” (Judges 14:2). His 
language reveals the appetite: I saw; get her for me. Later he went to a harlot in Gaza, and 
eventually came Delilah. The man who could tear a lion apart with his hands could not tear 
himself away from what repeatedly mastered his eyes and desires. Spiritual gifts are no 
substitute for self-government under God. A man can be strong enough to carry city gates 
and still be foolish enough to walk voluntarily into a snare. 

Samson also demonstrates how repeated temptation dulls a man’s sense of danger. 
Delilah asked him again and again for the secret of his strength, and every conversation 
moved closer to the truth. The woman practically hung a sign over the bed reading, 
“Philistines Waiting Nearby,” and Samson kept returning. Sin can make a man stupid while 
allowing him to feel sophisticated. After enough flirting with destruction, the extraordinary 
begins to seem ordinary. Finally “he told her all his heart” (Judges 16:17). Then came one of 



the saddest statements in Judges: “he wist not that the LORD was departed from him” 
(Judges 16:20). The man had played the game so long that he expected yesterday’s strength 
to cover today’s disobedience. God is merciful, but grace is not a fireproof suit for people 
determined to sleep in the furnace. 

Repeated exposure strengthens appetite when it should be starving it. Paul tells believers, 
“make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof” (Romans 13:14). Provision 
means you do not stock the pantry for something you claim you intend to starve. If a 
particular screen, place, conversation, relationship, account, schedule, habit, or private 
opportunity repeatedly feeds the same temptation, keeping it within arm’s reach while 
praying for victory is contradictory. You cannot keep a pet lion in the bedroom and 
complain that prayer meeting has not solved the scratching problem. Scripture says, “Flee 
also youthful lusts” (2 Timothy 2:22). Sometimes the most spiritual thing a man can do is 
leave. Joseph did not conduct a Bible study with Potiphar’s wife; “he left his garment in her 
hand, and fled, and got him out” (Genesis 39:12). A clean conscience is worth more than 
the coat. 

7. Temptation Is Not Sin, but Consent Gives Lust a Womb 

The title of this essay comes from James’s exact sequence: “Then when lust hath 
conceived, it bringeth forth sin” (James 1:15). Conception requires a union. Desire is 
present, enticement approaches, and consent joins the two. That is where temptation 
crosses into sin. A wrong suggestion may enter the mind without invitation. A sight may 
appear before the eyes unexpectedly. An old memory may surface. An ungodly impulse 
may arise from the flesh. None of those things requires the believer to say yes. Paul 
commands, “Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin” 
(Romans 6:13). Yielding is surrender. Temptation asks for the instrument; the believer must 
refuse to hand it over. The sin nature makes the proposal, but the saved man is not under 
obligation to sign the contract. “For sin shall not have dominion over you” (Romans 6:14). 
The old master can shout orders, but he no longer owns the house. 

This is where the temptation of Jesus Christ destroys the false idea that being tempted 
automatically makes a person guilty. Hebrews says He “was in all points tempted like as we 
are, yet without sin” (Hebrews 4:15). Matthew 4 records Satan presenting real solicitations: 
satisfy hunger independently, cast Himself down presumptuously, receive kingdoms 
through false worship. Yet no lust within Christ answered Satan because “in him is no sin” 
(1 John 3:5). The Lord’s temptation was external and genuine, but there was no corrupt old 
nature inside Him to cooperate with it. That distinction magnifies Christ rather than 
diminishing temptation. He is the sinless Son of God. We, by contrast, carry flesh that 
readily responds to what Satan advertises. Therefore our victory is never found in admiring 



our own strength. It is found in walking in the Spirit, believing the Book, and refusing the 
flesh the vote it keeps demanding. 

A believer should therefore deal with temptation early, before lust has time to conceive. 
“Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life” (Proverbs 4:23). Guard 
the imagination. Guard the eyes. Guard the private conversation. Guard the places where 
nobody else is watching. Guard the first rationalization. The moment you hear yourself 
saying, “It probably wouldn’t hurt just this once,” recognize that salesman; he has been 
working the same territory since Eden. First temptation asks for a glance. Then a minute. 
Then an exception. Then secrecy. Then repetition. Eventually it sends a collection agency 
called consequences. The wisest battle is the one ended before the enemy establishes a 
beachhead. Do not wait until lust has conceived and then act shocked when sin is born. If 
you do not want the child, stop arranging the marriage. 

Conclusion 

The Holy Ghost’s anatomy in James is brutally simple because truth does not need fog 
machines: “every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.” 
The world offers the merchandise. Satan may arrange the display. Circumstances may 
create the opportunity. But temptation gains traction because fallen flesh answers. Eve 
saw and desired. Achan saw, coveted, and took. David saw, enquired, sent, and took. 
Samson repeatedly fed the appetite that eventually brought him down. In every case the 
visible act had an invisible history. That is why dealing only with outward behavior is 
insufficient. You can cut weeds all afternoon, but if you water the root every night they will 
be waiting for you in the morning. Scripture goes below the surface. “Mortify therefore your 
members which are upon the earth” (Colossians 3:5). God is not interested merely in 
making sin less visible. He intends the believer to reckon the old man dead and walk in 
newness of life. 

The good news is that temptation does not have sovereign authority over the child of God. 
Paul says, “There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is 
faithful” (1 Corinthians 10:13). Notice where confidence belongs—not in the man’s 
willpower, but in God’s faithfulness. The verse continues that God “will not suffer you to be 
tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape.” 
The escape may be Scripture remembered, a door closed, an opportunity refused, a 
conversation ended, a place avoided, a device shut off, a relationship cut loose, or two 
sanctified legs carrying you rapidly in the opposite direction. But the exit exists. Temptation 
is not destiny. The flesh can be denied. The Spirit can be obeyed. The Book can be believed. 
God never promised that the bait would disappear; He promised that you do not have to 
swallow the hook. 



So begin where James begins. Stop blaming God. Stop blaming circumstances. Stop giving 
Satan credit for decisions your flesh volunteered to make. Call temptation what God calls 
it, call lust what God calls it, and call sin what God calls it. Then deal with the thing before 
conception. A man who keeps the match away from the gasoline does not need to become 
an expert at extinguishing garage fires. Watch. Pray. Walk in the Spirit. Fill the mind with 
Scripture. Make no provision for the flesh. Flee when God says flee. Resist when God says 
resist. And when the old nature begins whispering that one forbidden bite will not matter, 
remember that every graveyard on earth stands downstream from the first bite in Eden. The 
devil may bait the hook, and the world may polish the lure, but the flesh supplies the 
appetite. Victory begins when you quit admiring the bait and believe what God said about 
the hook. 

 

 

2 of 10 — Temptation — The Devil’s Tackle Box: How Satan Baits the Hook 

Key Passage: “Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD 
God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every 
tree of the garden?” (Genesis 3:1) 

The devil has been fishing in the same waters since Genesis 3, and he has not needed to 
invent many new lures because fallen flesh still bites the old ones. He questions what God 
said, softens what God warned, decorates what God forbade, exaggerates what rebellion 
supposedly offers, and hides the hook until the mouth has already closed around it. 
Genesis does not introduce Satan with fireworks, horns, smoke, and a brass band 
announcing the arrival of evil. He comes through the serpent with a question: “Yea, hath 
God said?” That is how temptation commonly enters. Not with a command to become 
wicked overnight, but with a suggestion that maybe God’s word is too strict, maybe the 
warning is exaggerated, maybe this circumstance is different, maybe one little exception 
will do no harm. The devil knows that if he can loosen a man’s grip on what God said, he will 
not have to work nearly as hard on what the man does next. 

Scripture identifies that old serpent plainly. Revelation 12:9 calls him “that old serpent, 
called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world.” He is real, personal, 
intelligent, malicious, and opposed to God, yet he is not God’s evil equal, not omnipresent, 
not omniscient, and not responsible for every sinful impulse that rises from human flesh. 
James says a man is tempted when he is “drawn away of his own lust, and enticed” (James 
1:14). First John adds the world system with “the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, 
and the pride of life” (1 John 2:16). The enemy outside has willing partners inside and 



around us. Satan knows how to bait a hook, the world knows how to put it under bright 
lights, and the flesh knows how to ask whether there is another serving. Blaming the devil 
for everything gives the old nature a halo it has never deserved. 

The genius of temptation is concealment. The bait is visible; the hook is not. The pleasure 
is advertised; the price is hidden. The beginning is photographed; the ending is cropped 
out. Satan did not tell Eve that one bite would introduce death, sorrow, sweat, thorns, 
murder, disease, funerals, and graves into human history. He talked about knowledge, 
opened eyes, advancement, and becoming “as gods” (Genesis 3:5). That is still the pattern. 
The devil rarely approaches a man saying, “I would like to destroy your testimony, wreck 
your home, harden your conscience, enslave your appetite, steal years from your 
usefulness, and leave you ashamed before God.” He offers something immediate, 
attractive, private, explainable, and apparently manageable. Sin always has fine print, and 
the flesh is famous for signing before reading. The bait says now. The hook says later. God’s 
word is the only light bright enough to show both ends of the line. 

1. “Yea, Hath God Said?” — The First Lure Is Doubt 

The first words recorded from the serpent are not “There is no God.” They are subtler than 
that: “Yea, hath God said?” (Genesis 3:1). Satan does not need a person to become an 
atheist if he can merely persuade him to become uncertain about one inconvenient verse. 
Doubt is useful because it creates negotiating room. God had spoken plainly. Adam had 
received the command concerning the tree of the knowledge of good and evil: “thou shalt 
not eat of it” (Genesis 2:17). There was no textual difficulty, no missing manuscript, no 
complicated syntax, and no emergency committee required. Yet the serpent approached 
the woman as though God’s words needed review. Temptation often begins by putting a 
question mark where God placed a period. The moment divine authority becomes merely 
one opinion among several, the flesh immediately volunteers to chair the discussion. It is 
remarkable how quickly disobedience becomes “complex” once obedience becomes 
inconvenient. 

The devil’s question also subtly misrepresented the generosity of God. “Ye shall not eat of 
every tree of the garden?” God had not prohibited every tree; He had given abundant liberty 
and one restriction. Genesis 2:16 says, “Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat,” 
followed by one prohibition. Satan took one forbidden tree and made God sound stingy. 
That trick still works. A man can have a thousand lawful blessings and become obsessed 
with the one thing God forbids. The adulterer forgets his own wife because he wants 
another man’s. The covetous man forgets what is in his house because he is staring at what 
is in somebody else’s driveway. The bitter man forgets a hundred mercies because one 
offense has become his private religion. The devil knows how to put a magnifying glass over 



the prohibition and a blanket over the blessings. Gratitude ruins many of his best sales 
presentations. 

Once doubt enters, Scripture is no longer treated as final authority but as material for 
revision. Eve replied that God had said, “Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest 
ye die” (Genesis 3:3). The wording already shows the conversation drifting away from the 
exact command recorded in Genesis 2:17. The danger is not merely ignorance; it is 
allowing God’s word to become flexible in the mind. Satan does his best work where the 
text is remembered vaguely, quoted loosely, or treated conditionally. “Thy word have I hid in 
mine heart, that I might not sin against thee” (Psalm 119:11). A hidden word is ammunition 
already loaded. A believer who must search for his convictions after temptation arrives has 
entered battle while still unpacking the rifle. The devil asks, “Hath God said?” The proper 
answer is not an essay on feelings. It is the Book opened to the place where God did. 

2. “Ye Shall Not Surely Die” — The Second Lure Is a Reduced Consequence 

After questioning God’s word, the serpent moved directly to contradiction: “Ye shall not 
surely die” (Genesis 3:4). God had said, “thou shalt surely die” (Genesis 2:17). Satan 
removed the certainty of judgment and left the attraction standing. That is one of 
temptation’s oldest methods. If the consequence can be made to seem distant, unlikely, 
exaggerated, symbolic, or avoidable, the forbidden thing suddenly becomes easier to 
touch. The devil does not always need to convince a man that sin is righteous. He merely 
needs to persuade him that the bill will never arrive. “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: 
for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap” (Galatians 6:7). Satan has built a 
long career telling sinners that sowing and reaping have been divorced. God says they are 
still married, and no earthly court has jurisdiction to annul it. 

The flesh loves delayed consequences because it lives in the immediate moment. Esau 
sold his birthright for one meal because present hunger shouted louder than future loss. 
David’s first look at Bathsheba carried no visible sword, yet Nathan later told him, “the 
sword shall never depart from thine house” (2 Samuel 12:10). Achan saw silver, gold, and a 
Babylonish garment; he did not see the stones that would later fall on him and his 
household under Israel’s judgment (Joshua 7:20–26). The devil puts dessert on the front 
page and burial notices in the classifieds. Scripture does the opposite. Proverbs shows the 
strange woman with flattering lips and then says, “Her house is the way to hell, going down 
to the chambers of death” (Proverbs 7:27). God tells you where the road ends before you 
start walking. Satan waits until you are several miles down it before admitting there was 
ever a destination. 



For the believer in the present Church Age, eternal salvation rests in Christ’s finished work 
and not in maintaining a flawless record of personal conduct. The saved man is “sealed 
unto the day of redemption” (Ephesians 4:30), and eternal life is eternal, not temporary 
probation. But eternal security does not mean earthly immunity. A Christian can be 
chastened, lose fellowship, damage his testimony, sow corruption to his flesh, injure his 
family, lose usefulness, and suffer consequences that forgiveness does not magically 
reverse. David was forgiven, yet consequences remained. The Corinthian believers 
belonged to Christ, yet some were “weak and sickly” and some slept under divine 
chastening (1 Corinthians 11:30). Grace is not God signing a permission slip for stupidity. 
Satan would love a believer to turn eternal security into carnal security. The doctrine is 
glorious; abusing it is foolish. 

3. Pleasant to the Eyes — Satan Decorates What God Forbids 

Genesis 3:6 says Eve saw “that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the 
eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise.” Notice how completely temptation had 
changed the presentation. God’s word had defined the tree by prohibition and death. The 
serpent’s influence caused Eve to define it by usefulness, beauty, and advancement. 
Nothing about the tree’s appearance changed. What changed was the interpretation 
placed upon it. Temptation often succeeds by teaching a person to look at a forbidden 
thing from the wrong angle. God says adultery; the flesh says romance. God says 
covetousness; the world says success. God says pride; the culture says self-expression. 
God says rebellion; the sinner says authenticity. Put enough lipstick on disobedience and 
modern man will open a boutique around it. But changing the sign over the door does not 
change who owns the building. 

John gives the same categories in doctrinally plain language: “the lust of the flesh, and the 
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life” (1 John 2:16). The flesh wants satisfaction. The eyes 
want possession. Pride wants elevation. Satan understands all three. Eve saw food for 
appetite, beauty for sight, and wisdom for exaltation. Temptation rarely appeals to nothing. 
It finds a legitimate capacity and proposes an illegitimate method of satisfying it. Hunger is 
not sin, but stealing to satisfy hunger is. Sexual desire within God’s ordained bounds is not 
sin, but fornication and adultery are. Wanting to accomplish something useful is not sin, 
but pride that demands recognition is. The hook often hides beneath something that in 
another setting would be harmless. Poison does not always come labeled poison. 
Sometimes it comes mixed into something sweet enough to make the tongue argue with 
the warning label. 

That is why appearance is a rotten judge of spiritual safety. “There is a way which seemeth 
right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death” (Proverbs 14:12). Seeming right 



and being right are not twins. Lot “lifted up his eyes” toward the well-watered plain of 
Jordan and pitched his tent toward Sodom (Genesis 13:10–12). The real estate brochure 
looked excellent. It probably did not mention fire and brimstone. The believer who judges 
opportunities merely by convenience, profit, beauty, excitement, chemistry, popularity, or 
immediate benefit is examining the bait and ignoring the line attached to it. God’s word 
must interpret appearances. Faith believes God about what cannot yet be seen. 
Temptation asks the eyes to overrule revelation. When the eye says pleasant and the Book 
says forbidden, the eye is not being insightful. It is being recruited. 

4. The Devil Advertises the Benefit and Conceals the Bill 

The serpent promised Eve, “your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing 
good and evil” (Genesis 3:5). There was enough truth in the statement to make the lie 
dangerous. After Adam and Eve ate, Genesis 3:7 says, “the eyes of them both were 
opened.” But what they gained was not what temptation had advertised. Their opened eyes 
did not produce glorious freedom; they produced shame, hiding, fear, blame, and 
expulsion from Eden. Satan’s promises often contain enough surface truth to move the 
customer toward the register, but the product inside the box is never what the picture 
suggested. Sin can indeed open doors. The problem is where they lead. It can give 
experiences. The problem is what those experiences take in return. It can produce 
knowledge. Adam and Eve certainly learned something that day. They learned what guilt felt 
like. 

Temptation specializes in selective information. It tells the young man what pleasure feels 
like and leaves out what bondage feels like. It tells the adulterer about excitement and says 
nothing about the child asking why the family broke apart. It tells the thief what the money 
can buy and leaves prison off the budget. It tells the proud preacher how good applause 
sounds and never mentions how lonely a pedestal becomes when God knocks it over. It 
tells the bitter Christian that resentment feels like justice and does not mention that 
bitterness makes the offended person drink poison while waiting for somebody else to 
collapse. Satan is not required to show both sides of the contract because deception is his 
business. Jesus said, “there is no truth in him” and called him “a liar, and the father of it” 
(John 8:44). The fine print is written in tears. 

The Scriptures therefore expose the end before the beginning. Moses chose “rather to 
suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season” 
(Hebrews 11:25). There are pleasures in sin; the Bible is too honest to deny it. The problem 
is the phrase “for a season.” Sin rents pleasure by the hour and sends sorrow by the year. 
The prodigal son had enough money to enjoy the far country for a while, but eventually “he 
began to be in want” (Luke 15:14). The bottle empties. The applause stops. The affair 



becomes ordinary. The money disappears. The thrill fades. The conscience grows scar 
tissue. Satan sells temporary pleasure on permanent financing. God tells the truth at the 
beginning because He has no need to hide the ending. 

5. The Wilderness — The Same Tackle Box Meets the Sinless Son 

Matthew 4 brings the tempter face to face with Jesus Christ after the Lord had fasted forty 
days and forty nights. Satan began where physical appetite was immediately present: “If 
thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread” (Matthew 4:3). 
Hunger was real. Christ’s power was real. The temptation was to act outside the Father’s 
will at the tempter’s suggestion. The Lord answered, “It is written, Man shall not live by 
bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4). 
The devil offered immediate satisfaction; Christ answered with Scripture. Appetite did not 
become authority merely because the body was hungry. That lesson reaches far beyond 
food. Need does not sanctify disobedience. Desire does not rewrite doctrine. Urgency does 
not cancel the Book. A belly can make a loud speech, but it has never been ordained to 
preach. 

The second temptation placed Christ on a pinnacle of the temple. Satan even quoted 
Scripture, saying, “He shall give his angels charge concerning thee” (Matthew 4:6), drawing 
from Psalm 91. The devil quoting the Bible should cure anyone of the childish idea that 
merely hearing a verse proves a teaching is sound. Satan can use Scripture when he can 
detach it from obedience and twist it toward presumption. Christ replied, “It is written 
again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God” (Matthew 4:7). Scripture interprets Scripture; 
one passage is not a crowbar for prying another out of its setting. The enemy’s tactic was 
religious this time. No tavern, no harlot, no idol in sight—just Bible words used for an 
ungodly purpose. The devil is perfectly willing to attend a religious meeting if he can control 
the sermon. 

Then Satan showed Christ “all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them” and said, 
“All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me” (Matthew 4:8–9). 
Here is the pride of life and the shortcut to glory without the path appointed by the Father. 
Christ answered, “Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy 
God, and him only shalt thou serve” (Matthew 4:10). Appetite, presumption, glory—the old 
tackle box is open again. Yet there is a vital difference between Christ and us: He 
possessed no sinful nature answering the bait. He “knew no sin” (2 Corinthians 5:21), “did 
no sin” (1 Peter 2:22), and “in him is no sin” (1 John 3:5). The temptation came from without; 
no corruption within Him cooperated with it. 

6. Satan Loves Shortcuts, Secrecy, and “Just This Once” 



The temptations in Matthew 4 share another feature: Satan offered shortcuts. Bread 
without waiting. Demonstration without obedience. Kingdoms without the appointed road. 
Temptation is impatient because obedience often requires waiting on God. Abraham and 
Sarah learned the danger of trying to help God fulfill His promise through Hagar. Saul lost a 
kingdom after refusing to wait for Samuel and intruding into what God had not appointed 
him to do (1 Samuel 13:8–14). The flesh hates waiting because delay gives faith time to 
speak. Satan says, Take it now. God says, Trust Me. Many sins are simply legitimate desires 
pursued at an illegitimate time, in an illegitimate way, or outside an illegitimate boundary. 
The devil has a whole shelf marked “quicker.” The products are popular. The warranties are 
terrible. God’s timetable may test patience, but Satan’s shortcut usually charges interest. 

Secrecy is another favorite lure because sin grows well in darkness. Jesus said, “men loved 
darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil” (John 3:19). Temptation whispers 
that nobody needs to know, as though invisibility to men meant invisibility to God. A hidden 
browser, a private message, an undisclosed account, a secret meeting, a concealed bottle, 
a buried grudge, an off-the-books arrangement—sin often asks for a room without 
windows. But “all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to 
do” (Hebrews 4:13). A man may fool his wife, his pastor, his children, his employer, his 
church, and half the county, but God never misplaced the surveillance footage. If a thing 
requires darkness to survive, dragging it into biblical light is usually one of the quickest 
ways to discover what it really is. 

Then comes the phrase the flesh has used since Adam: just this once. One look. One click. 
One drink. One message. One compromise. One exception. One little revenge. One private 
indulgence. Temptation reduces the apparent size of the first step because it intends to 
enlarge the second. Nobody wakes up one morning planning to become enslaved. Chains 
are usually sold one link at a time. Proverbs says of the simple young man, “He goeth after 
her straightway, as an ox goeth to the slaughter” (Proverbs 7:22). The ox does not 
understand the destination merely because the rope initially feels light. Sin is patient. It will 
accept a small beginning if the direction is right. The first compromise may fit in your 
pocket; the last consequence may require a moving truck. 

7. How to See the Hook Before You Bite 

Christ’s repeated answer in Matthew 4 was “It is written.” That should settle where the 
believer’s defense begins. Not in feelings, not in self-esteem, not in a motivational slogan, 
and certainly not in confidence that “I would never do that.” Peter said something similar 
shortly before denying the Lord three times. The Scriptures are not decorations for the 
coffee table; they are “the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God” (Ephesians 6:17). A 
sword still hanging on the wall when the enemy enters the house is attractive but not very 



useful. The word must be known, believed, remembered, and obeyed. David said, “Thy 
word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee” (Psalm 119:11). The Bible 
exposes bait by revealing what is underneath it. Satan shows the worm. Scripture shows 
the hook. 

The believer must also understand when to resist and when to run. James says, “Resist the 
devil, and he will flee from you” (James 4:7). Paul says, “Flee fornication” (1 Corinthians 
6:18) and “Flee also youthful lusts” (2 Timothy 2:22). Those commands are not 
contradictory. Resist the tempter; flee the opportunity. Stand against falsehood; run from 
the room where your flesh keeps volunteering to surrender. Joseph did not remain with 
Potiphar’s wife to prove spiritual toughness. “He left his garment in her hand, and fled, and 
got him out” (Genesis 39:12). There are Christians praying for victory over temptations 
whose phone number they refuse to delete. That is not spiritual warfare; that is leaving the 
porch light on for the enemy. Sometimes the way of escape has hinges, a doorknob, and 
two feet. 

Finally, make no provision for the flesh. Romans 13:14 says, “put ye on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof.” If you know the bait, 
stop stocking it. If a particular environment repeatedly weakens you, change the 
environment. If a relationship repeatedly drags you toward sin, quit calling bondage 
fellowship. If entertainment dirties the imagination, do not praise God for a remote control 
you refuse to use. First Corinthians 10:13 promises that “God is faithful” and “will with the 
temptation also make a way to escape.” The escape may not be glamorous. It may look like 
shutting something off, walking away, saying no, getting up, confessing, blocking access, 
changing a routine, or refusing an invitation. Victory is often less dramatic than people 
imagine. Sometimes holiness looks suspiciously like common sense obeying a Bible verse. 

The devil’s tackle box has not changed much because human nature has not changed 
much. He still questions the word, contradicts the warning, decorates the forbidden, 
promises advancement, hides consequences, appeals to appetite, stirs pride, offers 
shortcuts, encourages secrecy, and whispers that one exception will never matter. Genesis 
3 and Matthew 4 stand like bookends around the method. In Eden, the woman listened, 
looked, desired, took, and ate. In the wilderness, the Son of God heard the tempter and 
answered, “It is written.” One scene shows what happens when the serpent’s interpretation 
replaces God’s word. The other shows what happens when God’s word remains final. The 
devil is subtle, but he is not original. Once Scripture teaches you his lures, much of his 
tackle box begins to look embarrassingly familiar. 

The Christian therefore does not need to live frightened of every shadow, blaming Satan for 
every inconvenience, or imagining a demon behind every bad decision. He needs to be 



sober, vigilant, and biblical. Peter writes, “your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, 
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour,” and immediately adds, “Whom resist 
stedfast in the faith” (1 Peter 5:8–9). The adversary is real, but so is the armor of God, the 
indwelling Spirit, the written word, the advocacy of Christ, and the faithfulness of God. 
Satan is not sovereign. He cannot rewrite Scripture, overthrow Christ, break the believer’s 
seal, or force obedience from a Christian who refuses his lie. His power is dangerous, but it 
is created power. The lion roars; he does not own the Shepherd. 

So when temptation arrives, do not spend all your time admiring the bait. Ask where the 
line leads. What word of God must be doubted before you can take the next step? What 
warning must be minimized? What consequence must be ignored? What appetite is being 
flattered? What pride is being stroked? What secrecy is being requested? What shortcut is 
being offered? Those questions often reveal the hook before it sinks in. Satan sells the 
beginning because God tells you the ending. Believe God at the beginning and you will not 
have to learn the truth from consequences at the end. The devil may polish the lure until it 
shines, but no amount of glitter changes steel into food. The safest fish is not the one that 
learns to bite carefully. It is the one that recognizes the hook and swims away. 

 

 

3 of 10 — Temptation — The World’s Pressure and the Flesh’s Cooperation 

Key Passage: “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love 
the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the 
flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 
And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth 
for ever.” (1 John 2:15–17) 

The Bible does not tell the believer to hate trees, mountains, oceans, neighbors, or unsaved 
people when it says, “Love not the world.” John is dealing with a system—a present order 
organized apart from God, appealing to fallen nature, rewarding what God condemns, 
mocking what God honors, and constantly inviting the believer to feel at home where Christ 
was rejected. Scripture can say, “God so loved the world” (John 3:16), speaking of the 
people for whom Christ came, while also commanding the Christian, “Love not the world,” 
because the context tells you what kind of world is under discussion. First John 
immediately defines the merchandise on its shelves: “the lust of the flesh, and the lust of 
the eyes, and the pride of life.” The world system is a department store for the old man. It 
changes the window displays every generation, but the inventory behind the glass has 
hardly changed since Eve stood beneath the tree. 



The world supplies pressure from without; the flesh supplies cooperation from within. That 
distinction is essential. A television screen cannot make a Christian sin. Money cannot 
make him covet. An attractive person cannot make him commit adultery. Another man’s 
promotion cannot force envy into his heart. An insult cannot compel bitterness. The world 
presents, advertises, normalizes, flatters, repeats, and applies pressure, but James still 
says that “every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed” 
(James 1:14). The hook outside requires an appetite inside. The world can set the table, but 
the flesh still has to pick up the fork. That is why blaming culture for every Christian 
compromise is no better than blaming Satan for every bad decision. The culture is crooked, 
certainly. But crooked shelves do not explain why a believer keeps reaching for the 
merchandise. 

Biblical separation therefore begins with honesty. You cannot claim to hate the bait while 
keeping your chair beside the tackle box. Some Christians seem determined to prove their 
spirituality by standing as close to temptation as possible without technically falling into it, 
as though holiness were measured by inches from the cliff. Scripture says, “Abstain from 
all appearance of evil” (1 Thessalonians 5:22), “make not provision for the flesh” (Romans 
13:14), and “Flee also youthful lusts” (2 Timothy 2:22). Those verses do not sound like a 
dare to test your resistance. Separation is not cowardice. Sometimes it is the first evidence 
that a man finally believes his Bible. A fellow who deliberately sits in the smoke and boasts 
that he has not coughed yet has confused delay with victory. The flesh does not need 
bravery around temptation. It needs starvation. 

1. “Love Not the World” — A System Built Without God 

John’s command is direct: “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world” (1 
John 2:15). The danger is not merely committing a spectacular outward sin. The danger 
begins when affection shifts. Love is involved. The world wants the believer’s admiration 
before it ever asks for his obedience. Once a Christian begins envying what the world 
celebrates, craving what the world rewards, laughing at what the world laughs at, and being 
embarrassed by what Scripture honors, compromise has already begun beneath the 
surface. Demas did not merely take a wrong exit geographically. Paul wrote, “Demas hath 
forsaken me, having loved this present world” (2 Timothy 4:10). There is the diagnosis: 
loved. The world got his heart before it got his feet. Apostasy in conduct is often preceded 
by adultery in affection. A man usually walks toward the thing he has already decided is 
beautiful. 

The world system has rulers, fashions, values, rewards, punishments, heroes, vocabulary, 
entertainment, philosophies, and standards of success. Jesus called Satan “the prince of 
this world” (John 12:31), and Paul spoke of “the course of this world” and “the prince of the 



power of the air” (Ephesians 2:2). That does not mean Satan owns the earth or rivals God in 
sovereignty. “The earth is the LORD’S, and the fulness thereof” (Psalm 24:1). It means this 
present rebellious order marches according to a spirit that is not from the Father. The 
crowd may change clothes, technology, music, slogans, and political banners, but 
rebellion remains rebellion. Modernity has not invented a new sin nature; it has merely 
given the old one faster transportation, brighter screens, and better advertising. Cain 
needed no internet connection to hate Abel. The flesh has always had excellent reception. 

The Christian therefore must learn to distinguish living in the world from loving the world. 
Christ prayed concerning His disciples, “I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the 
world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil” (John 17:15). Biblical separation is 
not hiding in a cave, refusing employment, avoiding unbelievers, or pretending civilization 
itself is contamination. Paul explicitly said that complete avoidance of sinners would 
require going “out of the world” (1 Corinthians 5:10). The issue is fellowship with darkness, 
participation in sin, affection for the world’s values, and conformity to its rebellion. A 
lighthouse must stand where darkness exists, but it does not improve its ministry by 
unscrewing the bulb so passing ships feel less judged. The believer is sent into the world as 
a witness, not absorbed into it as camouflage. 

2. The Same Three Shelves — Flesh, Eyes, and Pride 

John reduces an enormous marketplace to three shelves: “the lust of the flesh, and the lust 
of the eyes, and the pride of life” (1 John 2:16). The first appeals to bodily appetite and 
fallen desire. The second appeals to what can be seen, possessed, coveted, compared, 
and admired. The third appeals to status, recognition, superiority, independence, and self-
exaltation. Satan used those basic avenues in Eden, and the same pattern appears 
repeatedly throughout Scripture. Eve saw that the tree was “good for food,” “pleasant to the 
eyes,” and “desired to make one wise” (Genesis 3:6). Appetite, sight, elevation. Six 
thousand years later, the packaging may be digital and the advertisement may arrive in high 
definition, but the ingredients list still reads like Genesis 3. The world has upgraded the 
showroom. It has not upgraded the sin. 

The lust of the flesh is not confined to sexual sin, though the world has turned sexual 
appetite into one of its loudest industries. Flesh wants gratification on demand. Food, 
drink, sleep, comfort, anger, sensuality, entertainment, revenge, ease, and pleasure can all 
become servants of an appetite that refuses restraint. Paul wrote, “For they that are after 
the flesh do mind the things of the flesh” (Romans 8:5). The problem is not that food, rest, 
marriage, or legitimate pleasure are inherently wicked. The problem comes when appetite 
becomes king and Scripture becomes an adviser whose recommendations may be 
ignored. Your stomach is a useful organ and a terrible theologian. Your hormones were 



never ordained to interpret the Bible. Your temper does not receive a vote on righteousness. 
The moment desire gets authority, the flesh begins rewriting law in its own favor. 

The lust of the eyes and pride of life complete the world’s display case. Achan said, “when I 
saw among the spoils a goodly Babylonish garment” along with silver and gold, “then I 
coveted them, and took them” (Joshua 7:21). Lot “lifted up his eyes” toward the well-
watered plain before pitching his tent toward Sodom (Genesis 13:10–12). Pride appears 
when man wants not merely to have but to be seen having, not merely to accomplish but to 
be praised, not merely to speak but to be admired. The world runs on comparison: whose 
house, whose body, whose salary, whose influence, whose platform, whose applause? 
Pride can turn blessings into measuring sticks and fellow Christians into competitors. The 
world sells mirrors by the truckload, and the flesh never seems tired of looking. 

3. The Pressure to Conform — When Sin Becomes Normal 

Paul commands believers, “And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by 
the renewing of your mind” (Romans 12:2). Conformity means pressure toward a pattern. 
The world does not always demand that a Christian publicly renounce Christ. Often it asks 
for smaller things: laugh at this, overlook that, soften this verse, stop calling that sin, 
admire this celebrity, accept this standard, keep quiet here, fit in there. Little by little, the 
abnormal becomes normal and the biblical becomes embarrassing. The world rarely asks 
for your whole testimony on the first date. It prefers installments. First you stop objecting. 
Then you stop noticing. Then you start defending what once troubled you. Finally you 
wonder why anybody else is so “extreme.” A frog may not appreciate the illustration, but 
gradual heat still cooks better than sudden flame when the object is to prevent escape. 

Normalization is one of the world’s strongest tools because repetition wears down 
resistance. What shocks the conscience the first time can amuse it the fiftieth. Sin shown 
repeatedly as funny, glamorous, compassionate, brave, romantic, sophisticated, or 
inevitable eventually begins to feel ordinary. Isaiah pronounced woe upon those “that call 
evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness” (Isaiah 5:20). 
Modern culture has not abolished that sin; it has professionalized the advertising 
department. But the Christian must not let frequency determine morality. Ten thousand 
repetitions do not convert a lie into truth. A million applause lines cannot repeal one verse. 
If every television in the country says black is white, the Bible remains inconveniently 
unamused. God does not take a poll before deciding whether something is holy. 

Pressure also comes through fear of rejection. John records that some rulers believed on 
Christ, “but because of the Pharisees they did not confess him,” and then gives the reason: 
“For they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God” (John 12:42–43). That is 



worldly pressure in religious clothing. A man may compromise because he wants to be 
invited, hired, accepted, applauded, promoted, included, or left alone. Proverbs says, “The 
fear of man bringeth a snare” (Proverbs 29:25). A snare does not need to chase the animal; 
it simply waits where the animal wants to go. If acceptance controls you, the crowd already 
has a leash. Christianity was never designed to make fallen society comfortable. Christ 
was crucified outside the gate. A believer who needs universal approval has chosen a 
difficult religion to pretend to follow. 

4. The Flesh Signs the Contract the World Offers 

The world can pressure, but the flesh must cooperate. Paul writes, “For I know that in me 
(that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing” (Romans 7:18). That statement destroys both 
self-righteousness and excuse-making. The flesh is corrupt, but the believer is not required 
to obey it. Galatians 5:16 says, “Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the 
flesh.” Notice that Paul does not promise elimination of the flesh’s lusts in the present life; 
he gives instruction for not fulfilling them. Salvation does not turn the old nature into a 
choirboy. The old man remains exactly what Scripture says he is—“corrupt according to the 
deceitful lusts” (Ephesians 4:22). You do not negotiate improvement terms with corruption. 
You reckon the old man crucified and refuse him control of the vehicle. 

The flesh cooperates with the world because the two speak the same language. The world 
says, “You deserve it,” and the flesh says, “Finally, somebody understands me.” The world 
says, “Follow your heart,” and the flesh neglects to mention that Jeremiah called the heart 
“deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked” (Jeremiah 17:9). The world says, “Be 
true to yourself,” while the Bible says, “deny himself” (Luke 9:23). The world says restraint is 
unhealthy, submission is weakness, holiness is repression, and self-denial is outdated. 
Naturally the flesh applauds. A criminal prefers a judge who promises never to mention the 
law. The Christian who takes spiritual counsel from the world is asking a bartender how to 
practice sobriety. The problem is not lack of information. It is that the flesh loves advice 
that baptizes appetite. 

That is why Christians must stop speaking as though circumstances possess irresistible 
power. “Everybody does it” is not a Bible verse. “That is just how business works” is not a 
Bible verse. “You do not understand the pressure” does not erase a Bible verse. Joseph had 
pressure in Potiphar’s house, yet he said, “how then can I do this great wickedness, and sin 
against God?” (Genesis 39:9). Daniel lived under pagan authority in Babylon and “purposed 
in his heart that he would not defile himself” (Daniel 1:8). Pressure reveals decisions more 
often than it creates them. Squeeze a sponge and what was already inside comes out. 
When worldly pressure squeezes a believer and carnality pours out, blaming the squeeze 
avoids examining what filled the sponge. 



5. Separation Is Wisdom, Not Cowardice 

Biblical separation has become an embarrassing doctrine in an age that worships access, 
relevance, networking, and social approval. Yet Scripture still says, “Be ye not unequally 
yoked together with unbelievers” and asks, “what fellowship hath righteousness with 
unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?” (2 Corinthians 6:14). 
Paul concludes, “come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord” (2 
Corinthians 6:17). Separation is not hatred of people. It is refusal to enter alliances, 
fellowships, environments, and practices that require disobedience to God. A lifeboat does 
not hate the ocean because it tries to keep water outside the hull. Once enough ocean gets 
inside, the boat ceases to perform the purpose for which it was built. Christianity 
submerged in worldliness may still have a name painted on the side, but it is going down 
with the water around it. 

Proverbs gives strikingly practical instruction: “Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go 
not in the way of evil men. Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away” (Proverbs 
4:14–15). That is not cowardice; that is five different ways of telling somebody not to be 
stupid. Avoid it. Do not enter. Do not pass by. Turn away. Keep moving. Yet flesh wants to 
stand at the entrance and explain how mature it has become. Joseph fled. David lingered. 
One left a coat; the other nearly lost a kingdom. There are moments when a pair of running 
shoes is more spiritual than a bookshelf full of arguments. The man who knows where 
temptation lives and deliberately keeps walking past the address should not call himself 
strong. He should call himself early. 

Separation must also avoid the opposite ditch of man-made legalism. Scripture does not 
authorize inventing sins where God has not spoken, measuring holiness by arbitrary human 
rules, or treating external peculiarities as substitutes for a clean heart. The Pharisees could 
“make clean the outside of the cup and of the platter” while inwardly remaining “full of 
extortion and excess” (Matthew 23:25). Biblical separation is governed by Scripture, not 
religious vanity. It separates from what God condemns, refuses unequal fellowship, avoids 
provision for known lusts, and protects testimony without turning personal preference into 
divine law. One ditch says, “Everything is permissible because grace.” The other says, 
“Everything I dislike is sinful because I said so.” The Bible drives straight between them and 
leaves both crowds waving from the shoulder. 

6. Make No Provision — Stop Stocking the Flesh’s Pantry 

Romans 13:14 gives one of the plainest practical commands in the New Testament: “put ye 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof.” 
Provision means advance preparation. If you buy groceries, you are planning to eat. If you 



stack firewood, you are planning to burn it. If you preserve easy access to the thing that 
repeatedly defeats you, the flesh notices the hospitality. A Christian cannot sincerely pray, 
“Lead us not into temptation,” while personally drawing a map to the nearest one. Some 
defeats are not mysterious spiritual disasters. They were scheduled. The wrong contacts 
were retained, the wrong entertainment was fed, the wrong privacy was preserved, the 
wrong resentment was rehearsed, and the wrong door was deliberately left unlocked. Then 
everybody acts surprised when the burglar enters through the door marked “WELCOME.” 

Provision is not limited to sexual temptation. A covetous man can make provision by 
constantly feeding comparison. A bitter person makes provision by replaying an offense 
until resentment becomes a hobby. A proud person makes provision by hunting praise and 
checking whether everybody noticed. A gossip makes provision by staying close to 
conversations where somebody else’s business is served hot. An angry man makes 
provision by keeping a mental ammunition cabinet labeled with every insult he has 
received since 1987. Flesh does not care which appetite becomes dominant as long as 
Christ does not rule it. Colossians 3:5 says, “Mortify therefore your members which are 
upon the earth,” and proceeds to name fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil 
concupiscence, and covetousness. Mortify means the Bible is not recommending a 
balanced feeding schedule. 

There is no virtue in keeping temptation conveniently available merely to prove you can 
resist it. Jesus said, “Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation” (Matthew 26:41). 
The objective is not to enter and then perform heroics. It is to avoid entering when 
obedience permits it. If an online account repeatedly feeds lust, pride, envy, anger, or 
vanity, reducing access may be wisdom. If certain companions continually pull toward 
compromise, changing fellowship may be obedience. If money feeds covetousness, 
generosity can cut the nerve. If praise feeds pride, learn to serve where nobody claps. If 
resentment feeds itself through repeated rehearsing, obey Ephesians 4:32 instead of 
reopening the courtroom every evening. Holiness is often practical enough to disappoint 
people looking for something mystical. Shut the door. Turn it off. Walk away. Stop feeding it. 

7. Victory Over the World Comes Through Faith and the Spirit 

John does not merely warn about the world; he later declares, “For whatsoever is born of 
God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our 
faith” (1 John 5:4). Victory is not achieved by becoming culturally ignorant, physically 
isolated, or impressed with one’s own standards. It comes through faith rooted in God and 
His word. Faith sees past the advertisement to the ending God has already revealed. The 
world says this present life is the main event; faith knows it is passing away. The world says 
visible things are ultimate; faith “walk[s] by faith, not by sight” (2 Corinthians 5:7). The 



world says grab what you can now; faith lays hold on eternal things. A man does not 
overcome a counterfeit merely by hating the paper. He overcomes it by knowing the 
genuine article well enough to recognize the fraud. 

The Holy Spirit also gives the believer power to refuse what the flesh wants. “Walk in the 
Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh” (Galatians 5:16). That is not mystical fog. 
The Spirit of God works through truth, obedience, prayer, Scripture, yielded members, and 
a mind directed toward the things of God. Galatians 5 contrasts the works of the flesh with 
“the fruit of the Spirit”—love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, temperance (Galatians 5:22–23). Temperance is particularly offensive to a 
culture built on indulgence because it means appetite does not sit on the throne. The world 
says, “Express yourself.” The Spirit produces control of self. One sounds liberating until the 
chains arrive. The other sounds restrictive until you discover you can walk away. 

And the believer must remember the world’s expiration date. “The world passeth away, and 
the lust thereof” (1 John 2:17). Every fashion passes. Every celebrity grows old. Every 
applause dies. Every fortune changes hands. Every body returns to dust unless the Lord 
catches His Church away first. Every possession eventually belongs to somebody else. The 
world behaves like a carnival shouting that the midway will stay open forever while workers 
are already taking down the tents behind the rides. Why sell eternal usefulness for 
something God has stamped “passing away”? Moses esteemed “the reproach of Christ 
greater riches than the treasures in Egypt” because “he had respect unto the recompence 
of the reward” (Hebrews 11:26). Faith looks farther down the road than flesh can see. 

Conclusion 

The world and the flesh make an effective partnership because one manufactures 
temptation and the other supplies demand. The world decorates; the flesh desires. The 
world normalizes; the flesh rationalizes. The world applauds; the flesh preens. The world 
pressures; the flesh caves in and then complains about the pressure. First John strips away 
the packaging and shows the contents: “the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and 
the pride of life.” Money, sex, recognition, revenge, vanity, entertainment, comfort, envy, 
popularity, possessions, and power are not new gods. They are ancient idols fitted with 
modern wiring. The Christian who imagines himself too sophisticated for old-fashioned 
temptation has simply become a more educated fish staring at the same hook. The bait 
can wear a suit, carry a smartphone, quote motivational slogans, and appear in high 
definition. Steel is still steel. 

The answer is not fear of the world but refusal to love it. Live among people. Work honestly. 
Witness boldly. Help sinners. Show charity. Preach Christ. Be salt and light. But do not 



mistake contact for conformity or compassion for participation. Do not call separation 
cowardice when God commands it, and do not call unnecessary exposure maturity when 
Scripture tells you to flee. You do not prove the strength of a marriage by scheduling 
romantic dinners with somebody else’s spouse. You do not prove sobriety by carrying a 
bottle in your pocket. You do not prove holiness by feeding temptation and reporting that 
nothing has happened yet. Wisdom does not need to touch every stove to discover which 
burner is hot. God gave you a Book so you would not have to acquire all your theology from 
scars. 

So watch the partnership. When the world offers merchandise, ask what appetite inside 
you is reaching for it. When culture applies pressure, ask whether the flesh is secretly 
hoping for an excuse to surrender. When the crowd says something is normal, open the 
Bible before opening your arms. When the old man begs for provision, starve him. When 
Scripture says flee, run. When Scripture says resist, stand. When Scripture says separate, 
quit treating obedience like embarrassment. “The world passeth away, and the lust thereof: 
but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever” (1 John 2:17). That settles the investment 
question. Do not mortgage what is eternal to rent what is passing. The world knows exactly 
which shelves to stock for the old man. The wise Christian learns to stop shopping there. 

 

 

4 of 10 — Temptation — The Moment of Consent: When Temptation Becomes Sin 

Key Passage: “For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of 
our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.” (Hebrews 4:15) 
“But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when 
lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.” 
(James 1:14–15) 

A temptation can knock at the door without owning the house. That distinction needs to be 
nailed down because some Christians condemn themselves merely for experiencing 
temptation while others excuse themselves after they have invited it inside, fed it supper, 
handed it the television remote, and cleared out the spare bedroom. Hebrews says Jesus 
Christ “was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin” (Hebrews 4:15). Therefore 
temptation itself cannot automatically equal sin. The Son of God was genuinely tempted, 
yet absolutely sinless. A solicitation is not a surrender. A suggestion is not consent. An 
unwanted thought is not the same thing as a cherished thought. The arrival of temptation 
does not make a man guilty; what he does with it is where the moral issue begins. Sin does 



not occur merely because evil knocked. Sin begins when the will reaches for the doorknob 
and says, “Come in.” 

James supplies the anatomy: “every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own 
lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin” (James 1:14–15). 
There is movement in those words. Drawn away. Enticed. Conceived. Brought forth. 
Temptation presents the bait; lust responds; consent joins the two; sin is conceived. 
Conception is not accidental in the illustration. Two things have come together. External 
opportunity has met internal approval. The flesh has stopped merely noticing and started 
agreeing. Many people want to discuss sin only after hands, feet, mouths, or bodies 
become involved, but Scripture walks into the heart long before the police report, divorce 
paper, church scandal, hidden account, or public confession ever appears. The Bible does 
not wait until the baby is born to ask how conception happened. God examines the place 
where desire met permission. 

That critical moment is often quieter than people expect. No trumpet sounds. No red light 
flashes. The ceiling does not open while a voice announces, “You have now crossed from 
temptation into sin.” It may occur in a thought entertained thirty seconds too long, an 
image deliberately recalled, an offense lovingly rehearsed, a fantasy revisited, a look 
extended, a compliment secretly savored for the wrong reason, or a plan mentally 
approved before the body ever acts. The flesh likes blurred boundaries because fog 
provides cover. It asks, “Exactly how far can I go?” when the better question is, “Why am I 
trying to get as close as possible?” The man measuring inches from the cliff is not 
demonstrating caution; he is revealing interest in the drop. Temptation speaks. Sin 
answers. Wisdom hangs up before the conversation gets interesting. 

1. Temptation Is the Knock; Consent Opens the Door 

The Bible never teaches that every evil suggestion entering a person’s awareness is itself a 
transgression. If that were true, Hebrews 4:15 would create an impossible contradiction, 
because Christ was tempted “yet without sin.” Matthew 4 records Satan speaking directly 
to Him: “command that these stones be made bread,” “cast thyself down,” and “fall down 
and worship me” (Matthew 4:3, 6, 9). Those proposals were wicked, but hearing them did 
not defile Christ. He did not entertain them, admire them, negotiate with them, or allow 
them to redirect His will. He answered, “It is written” (Matthew 4:4, 7, 10). The tempter 
supplied the invitation; Christ supplied no consent. Temptation may stand outside 
shouting through the window, but shouting does not create ownership. Sin requires 
something inside to answer yes. 



That truth gives necessary relief to tender consciences that confuse involuntary awareness 
with voluntary indulgence. A person may suddenly notice something attractive. A 
blasphemous or immoral thought may flash across the mind. An old memory may surface 
without invitation. A sinful suggestion may arise from the flesh. The proper response is 
rejection, not panic. Second Corinthians 10:5 speaks of “bringing into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Christ.” You cannot bring a thought into captivity unless there 
is first a distinction between the thought arriving and the will submitting to it. The guard at 
the gate is not guilty because an enemy approached the gate. He becomes a traitor when 
he opens it. A passing thought should be treated like a suspicious package, not like a family 
heirloom to be unpacked, polished, and displayed over the fireplace. 

The danger begins when resistance changes into hospitality. There is a world of difference 
between seeing and staring, hearing and savoring, remembering and rehearsing, feeling 
anger and feeding hatred, noticing beauty and manufacturing lust. The flesh knows the 
difference even when the mouth pretends not to. David did not sin merely because 
Bathsheba came within his visual field. The next verses show movement: he “sent and 
enquired after the woman,” then “sent messengers, and took her” (2 Samuel 11:3–4). The 
glance gained an interview. The interview gained an investigation. The investigation gained 
a plan. Sin rarely kicks down the front door when it can obtain an invitation through 
conversation. What enters as a visitor soon starts rearranging the furniture. 

2. “Drawn Away” — When Desire Begins Pulling the Will 

James says a man is “drawn away of his own lust” (James 1:14). The phrase exposes the 
internal pull. Temptation is not merely something sitting outside like merchandise in a store 
window; fallen nature sees something in the display and begins leaning toward it. That is 
why different people respond differently to different bait. One man is barely moved by 
money but burns for recognition. Another cares nothing about applause but cannot handle 
sexual temptation. Another controls both and carries enough bitterness to pickle a barrel of 
cucumbers. The flesh has preferences. Knowing yours is not morbid introspection; it is 
biblical vigilance. A wise man recognizes the roads on which his old nature likes to speed. 
He does not wait for the wreck before admitting the curve was dangerous. 

“His own lust” also destroys the excuse that external pressure forces sin. Satan can 
suggest. The world can advertise. Another person can provoke. Circumstances can create 
opportunity. None of them possesses the believer’s will. Joseph stood in a house where 
Potiphar’s wife repeatedly said, “Lie with me” (Genesis 39:7, 10), yet he refused. David had 
opportunity and consented. Joseph had opportunity and fled. Opportunity is not destiny. 
Pressure is not compulsion. The old saying “I had no choice” usually means, “I disliked the 
righteous choice.” There was a choice. It simply required denying the flesh, losing 



convenience, appearing foolish, surrendering pleasure, or walking away. Sin often 
advertises itself as inevitable because the flesh would rather be a victim of pressure than 
an author of surrender. 

The believer must therefore learn to identify the first inward lean. Proverbs 4:23 says, “Keep 
thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.” Keeping the heart means 
watching what is gaining affection, imagination, and permission. Resentment rarely begins 
with murder; it begins with an offense replayed until anger feels righteous. Covetousness 
rarely begins with theft; it begins with comparison. Adultery rarely begins in a hotel room; it 
begins when attention that belongs at home starts wandering elsewhere. Pride rarely 
begins with open boasting; it begins with secretly enjoying superiority. Sin is often full-
grown before the neighbors know it has been conceived. The wise believer deals with the 
pregnancy before the birth announcement. 

3. “When Lust Hath Conceived” — Consent Is the Joining Point 

James deliberately says, “when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin” (James 1:15). Lust 
by itself describes desire operating contrary to God; enticement places the object before it; 
conception takes place when the will embraces the desire. Romans 6 uses another useful 
word: “yield.” Paul commands, “Neither yield ye your members as instruments of 
unrighteousness unto sin” (Romans 6:13). Yielding is surrendering right of way. A driver 
yields when he allows another to proceed. Spiritually, the believer yields when he grants sin 
the use of his mind, tongue, eyes, hands, feet, body, time, money, or imagination. The flesh 
requests the instrument; consent hands over the keys. Temptation says, “May I?” Sin 
begins answering, “Yes.” 

This consent may occur before an outward act becomes possible. Jesus exposed that truth 
when He said, “whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery 
with her already in his heart” (Matthew 5:28). The verse does not condemn merely 
recognizing that another human being is attractive. The wording is purposeful: “looketh… to 
lust after her.” The look has an objective. The gaze is recruited by desire. The man is no 
longer merely seeing; he is using sight to feed an inward act of lust. The body may never get 
the opportunity to commit adultery, but the heart has already signed the authorization. The 
flesh likes to boast that “nothing happened” because nobody else saw anything. God says 
plenty happened. Heaven has never needed hotel receipts to know what a heart consented 
to. 

The same principle applies far beyond sexual sin. A man may never strike the person he 
hates, yet he can lovingly imagine the destruction. He may never steal his neighbor’s 
property, yet covetousness can furnish an entire imaginary house with it. He may never 



publicly humiliate an enemy, yet rehearse speeches in which the room finally applauds his 
superiority. Jesus said, “out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, 
fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies” (Matthew 15:19). Notice where the factory 
sits. The hand is merely the shipping department. Long before the package leaves the 
warehouse, the heart has been manufacturing the product. Christianity that polishes 
behavior while leaving the factory untouched is only religious paint over rotten machinery. 

4. An Unwanted Thought Is Not a Welcomed Fantasy 

One of the devil’s favorite forms of confusion is getting believers to mistake the presence of 
a thought for the approval of it. Minds receive impressions constantly. Some arise from 
memory, some from circumstances, some from what the eyes have seen, some from the 
flesh, and some from spiritual temptation. The issue is what happens next. Philippians 4:8 
directs the mind toward “whatsoever things are true… honest… just… pure… lovely… of 
good report.” That command assumes mental direction matters. A thought can be rejected, 
replaced, starved, or entertained. You cannot always control what bird flies over your 
property, but you can stop building it a nest above the front door. The problem is not that 
temptation crossed the airspace. The problem comes when you start supplying twigs. 

Meditation is powerful because repeated attention deepens affection. Psalm 1 describes 
the blessed man whose “delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate 
day and night” (Psalm 1:2). Biblical meditation fills the mind with God’s words until truth 
shapes thought. Sin has its own counterfeit meditation. A person rehearses an offense, 
replays an image, revisits a fantasy, remembers a compliment, imagines a revenge, or 
mentally spends money he covets. The longer the mind circles the object, the more familiar 
consent becomes. Flesh knows that imagination is rehearsal space. Actors practice before 
appearing on stage, and sin often does the same. When the body finally acts, the mind may 
have performed the scene fifty times already. 

That is why “I was only thinking about it” is not nearly the defense people imagine. Thinking 
itself can be innocent or sinful depending on what is entertained and why. Scripture 
commands, “Gird up the loins of your mind” (1 Peter 1:13). That is not a call to let every 
mental stray animal move into the house. The believer has responsibility for what he 
deliberately cultivates. A garden produces what is watered. Feed Scripture, gratitude, 
prayer, wholesome labor, and clean fellowship, and those things strengthen righteous 
thought. Feed fantasy, envy, resentment, sensuality, and pride, and do not act surprised 
when weeds appear. You cannot sow crabgrass all week and rebuke the lawn on Sunday. 

5. The Eye, the Imagination, and the Secret Room 



Scripture repeatedly connects the eye with desire because sight can become a doorway. 
Eve “saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes” (Genesis 
3:6). Achan confessed, “When I saw among the spoils a goodly Babylonish garment… then I 
coveted them, and took them” (Joshua 7:21). David “saw a woman washing herself,” then 
sent to inquire after her (2 Samuel 11:2–3). The eye itself is not evil; God made it. But fallen 
flesh recruits good faculties for wicked purposes. The world knows this so well that entire 
industries exist to turn sight into appetite. The Christian who treats his eyes as spiritually 
neutral equipment has not read much Bible. Job said, “I made a covenant with mine eyes” 
(Job 31:1). That is considerably wiser than waiting until the imagination has already signed 
one with lust. 

Imagination becomes dangerous when it gives sin a private theater in which consequences 
are removed from the script. Fantasy lets a man experience the pleasure while editing out 
the shame, damage, chastening, broken trust, ruined testimony, or Judgment Seat loss that 
real life may bring. The flesh is a remarkable film editor. It can cut every scene containing 
tears and leave only the parts it wants replayed. Scripture corrects that dishonesty by 
showing beginnings and endings together. Proverbs presents the strange woman’s enticing 
speech and then shows the young man going “as an ox goeth to the slaughter” (Proverbs 
7:22). Temptation shows the perfume. God shows the slaughterhouse. Biblical wisdom is 
learning to believe the ending before you pay admission for the beginning. 

Sin thrives in secret rooms because privacy seems to lower accountability. Yet Hebrews 
4:13 says, “all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do.” 
A locked door does not lock out God. Deleted history does not delete omniscience. A 
hidden message, private fantasy, concealed resentment, secret account, or quiet 
indulgence may escape human notice while remaining fully visible to the One who 
searches hearts. That truth is not merely threatening; it is cleansing. A believer who lives 
consciously before God stops measuring righteousness by whether people can catch him. 
Character is what remains when the audience leaves but God does not. The most 
important room in a Christian’s life may be the one nobody else ever enters. 

6. Christ Was Tempted — Yet There Was No Consent to Sin 

Hebrews 4:15 is crucial because it preserves both the reality of Christ’s temptation and the 
absolute purity of Christ Himself. He “was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without 
sin.” He did not possess the fallen sinful nature inherited by Adam’s descendants. Scripture 
says He “knew no sin” (2 Corinthians 5:21), “did no sin” (1 Peter 2:22), and “in him is no sin” 
(1 John 3:5). Satan could present propositions from without, but nothing corrupt within 
Christ reached toward them. There was no inward traitor opening the gate. His temptation 
was real because the offers were real, the circumstances real, the hunger real, and the 



tempter real. His sinlessness was equally real because He never consented to evil in 
thought, motive, word, or deed. 

The wilderness also demonstrates how consent is stopped: the word of God remains final. 
Each time Satan presented an offer, Christ answered, “It is written” (Matthew 4:4, 7, 10). He 
did not analyze how much of Satan’s proposal might be permissible. He did not ask 
whether turning one stone into bread would technically cross the line. He did not climb to 
the edge of presumption and measure the drop. He answered the temptation at the 
authority level. When God has spoken, the issue is settled before appetite gets a 
microphone. The believer who decides obedience after temptation arrives is holding a 
board meeting after the hostile takeover has started. Convictions should be built in daylight 
so they remain standing after dark. 

Christ also gives believers confidence to seek help rather than surrender. Hebrews 
continues, “Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain 
mercy, and find grace to help in time of need” (Hebrews 4:16). The answer to temptation is 
not merely gritting teeth and admiring personal discipline. Grace helps. The indwelling 
Spirit helps. Scripture helps. Prayer helps. The believer has an High Priest who understands 
temptation without ever having been contaminated by sin. Christ does not need to have 
sinned in order to understand the battle; the physician does not need cancer to understand 
cancer. The sinless One is uniquely qualified to help precisely because He never 
surrendered. 

7. Stop Measuring the Cliff and Start Backing Away 

A great deal of supposed spiritual confusion disappears when a man stops asking, “How 
close can I get without sinning?” That question usually reveals more than it conceals. If the 
concern were holiness, the instinct would be distance, not measurement. Proverbs 4:14–
15 says, “Enter not into the path of the wicked… Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and 
pass away.” Five expressions, all pointing in the opposite direction from experimentation. 
God does not say, “Walk down the path a quarter mile and see how you feel.” He says avoid 
it. Biblical wisdom is not fascinated with the boundary. It is interested in staying clean. A 
man who walks the edge of a roof to prove his balance should not congratulate himself 
because gravity has not yet filed paperwork. 

Joseph understood this when Potiphar’s wife caught him by his garment and said, “Lie with 
me.” Genesis 39:12 says, “he left his garment in her hand, and fled, and got him out.” 
Joseph did not remain for one final conversation about boundaries. He did not explain that 
they could still be friends if both were mature. He did not schedule accountability coffee. 
He ran. Sometimes the most spiritual response to temptation is wonderfully 



unsophisticated: leave. Paul says, “Flee fornication” (1 Corinthians 6:18) and “Flee also 
youthful lusts” (2 Timothy 2:22). There are battles won by standing and others won by 
running. The trick is knowing which command is printed on the orders. 

Practical separation cuts off consent before desire gathers momentum. Romans 13:14 
says, “make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof.” Do not stock what you are 
trying to starve. Do not preserve access to the person, screen, place, conversation, money, 
grievance, fantasy, or environment that repeatedly invites surrender. If the flesh has a 
favorite door, lock it. If it has a favorite road, change routes. If it has a favorite hour, occupy 
that hour with something clean. The believer who prays for deliverance while maintaining 
convenient provision is asking God to empty a bathtub while leaving the faucet running. 
Holiness becomes much simpler when obedience stops subsidizing temptation. 

Conclusion 

The line between temptation and sin is not the mere arrival of an evil possibility; it is 
consent. Temptation knocks. Lust leans toward the door. Enticement speaks through it. 
Consent turns the lock. Then “lust hath conceived,” and conception “bringeth forth sin” 
(James 1:15). That sequence explains why the invisible battle matters so much. The public 
fall usually has a private history. Long before the lie leaves the mouth, the heart has 
justified it. Long before adultery touches the body, imagination may have entertained it. 
Long before bitterness erupts, offenses have been rehearsed. Long before covetousness 
steals, comparison has been feeding desire. Men see the fruit; God has been watching the 
root. 

This truth should neither terrify the tender conscience nor comfort the careless one. The 
unwanted temptation that you reject is not evidence that you have already fallen. Christ 
Himself “was… tempted… yet without sin” (Hebrews 4:15). But deliberate indulgence 
cannot be excused merely because no outward act followed. God sees the consent of the 
heart. Therefore reject quickly, confess honestly, flee readily, pray immediately, and fill the 
mind with Scripture before imagination starts decorating the forbidden thing. “Keep thy 
heart with all diligence” (Proverbs 4:23). The heart is not a playground where the old man 
gets recess. It is territory to be guarded. 

And stop asking how close you can stand to sin while retaining a clean technical record. 
That is the language of a flesh that wants permission, not a spirit that wants holiness. The 
safest place is not one inch from the line. It is wherever obedience places you. When 
temptation speaks, you do not owe it a hearing. When lust proposes, you do not owe it 
debate. When Scripture says flee, you do not need a committee meeting. Back away while 
there is still ground beneath your feet. The devil loves long negotiations because the flesh 



usually arrives with its own attorney. God’s word is much simpler: “Abstain from all 
appearance of evil” (1 Thessalonians 5:22). Temptation may speak. Sin does not begin until 
the will answers yes. Keep the answer no. 

 

 

5 of 10 — Temptation — Sin Conceived: From Secret Thought to Outward Action 

Key Passage: “Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is 
finished, bringeth forth death.” (James 1:15) 

James does not describe sin as though it suddenly drops out of the ceiling fully grown. He 
gives it a conception, a development, and a birth: “Then when lust hath conceived, it 
bringeth forth sin.” Conception is hidden. Nobody applauds it, photographs it, announces 
it, or sees it from across the room. Something has happened privately between desire and 
consent, and for a while the outward life may look exactly as it did before. The man still 
goes to work. The Christian still sits in church. The preacher may still preach. The husband 
still says good morning to his wife. The teenager still carries his Bible. But inside, something 
has been permitted that God forbids. The mind has stopped resisting and started 
rehearsing. The imagination has stopped rejecting and started furnishing the room. Sin may 
be invisible at first, but invisible does not mean inactive. Conception is quiet; birth is not. 

That is why outward scandal is usually old news in Heaven before it becomes new news on 
earth. David’s adultery did not begin when Bathsheba entered the palace. Achan’s theft did 
not begin when silver, gold, and a Babylonish garment disappeared beneath the dirt in his 
tent. Judas’s betrayal did not begin when his lips touched the cheek of Jesus Christ in 
Gethsemane. Scripture repeatedly shows movements beneath the surface before hands 
perform what the heart has already approved. Jesus said, “out of the heart proceed evil 
thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies” (Matthew 
15:19). Notice the shipping address. The products come “out of the heart.” Hands are not 
factories; they are delivery trucks. The mouth does not manufacture the lie; it delivers what 
the heart has already packaged. God investigates the warehouse long before men notice 
the truck on the highway. 

Secret sin therefore deserves far more seriousness than the flesh wants to give it. The old 
nature loves the phrase “I’m only thinking about it,” because “only” makes a snake sound 
like a shoelace. But repeated thought trains desire, desire trains intention, intention trains 
opportunity, and opportunity eventually asks for a body. What a man continually allows in 
imagination becomes easier to excuse in behavior. The flesh first requests permission to 
think about it, then permission to return to it, then permission to enjoy it, then permission 



to taste it, and eventually acts astonished when the whole structure collapses. That is like 
storing gasoline in the kitchen, striking matches every evening, and expressing shock when 
supper catches fire. Secret indulgence is not harmless storage. It is rehearsal. 

1. Conceived in Secret — The Heart Acts Before the Hands 

James’s word picture must be allowed to do its work. “When lust hath conceived, it 
bringeth forth sin” (James 1:15). Conception means something has crossed from mere 
solicitation into inward agreement. Once the will has consented, sin possesses life before 
it possesses public visibility. Jesus exposes this inward reality in the Sermon on the Mount 
when He says, “whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery 
with her already in his heart” (Matthew 5:28). He does not say looking and physical adultery 
are identical in every consequence; He says the heart can commit a real moral act before 
the body obtains opportunity. God does not need motel receipts before calling lust what it 
is. Heaven reads the heart without waiting for earthly evidence. 

The same principle applies to hatred, covetousness, pride, deceit, and revenge. First John 
3:15 says, “Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer.” A man may never pull a trigger, 
swing a fist, or raise his voice, yet hatred can sit in the heart rehearsing funerals. 
Covetousness may never steal a dollar but can mentally repossess another man’s property 
every morning before breakfast. Pride may never make a public speech but can hold private 
award ceremonies all day long. Sin does not become real merely when another human 
being can detect it. That would make morality dependent on surveillance. God was 
inspecting hearts thousands of years before men invented cameras. A locked door may 
keep the neighbors out. It has never kept the Lord out. 

Proverbs says, “Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life” (Proverbs 
4:23). The heart is not a decorative religious word; it is a fountainhead. What is cultivated 
there eventually flows somewhere. If resentment is watered, bitterness grows. If lust is 
watered, impurity grows. If envy is watered, covetousness grows. If pride is watered, self-
exaltation grows. Men spend enormous energy pruning visible branches while pouring 
fertilizer on poisonous roots. Then when fruit appears, everybody calls it sudden. It was not 
sudden. The fruit simply became visible. A tree does not apologize for surprising you 
because you ignored the root system. Neither does sin. 

2. David — The Adultery Began Before the Bedroom 

Second Samuel 11 records David’s fall with a sequence that should frighten anyone who 
thinks major sin happens in one leap. “David arose from off his bed, and walked upon the 
roof of the king’s house: and from the roof he saw a woman washing herself” (2 Samuel 
11:2). Seeing was the beginning of opportunity, not yet the full transgression. But David did 



not turn away. Verse 3 says, “David sent and enquired after the woman.” That is movement. 
The eye has recruited the will. Curiosity has become investigation. Then he is told plainly, 
“Is not this Bathsheba… the wife of Uriah the Hittite?” God put a fence around the matter 
with one word: wife. David now has revelation, opportunity to stop, and no excuse for 
confusion. 

But once desire has been entertained, information that should end temptation may instead 
become an obstacle for the flesh to climb. Verse 4 says, “David sent messengers, and took 
her.” Notice the staircase: saw, inquired, learned, sent, took. By the time Bathsheba 
crossed the threshold, David had already crossed several. The outward act was the final 
expression of an inward process. Sin likes to rewrite history afterward and say, “It just 
happened.” No, it did not. A meteor just happens. David sent messengers. He made 
arrangements. He used royal authority. The heart had been drafting paperwork before the 
body signed at the bottom. “It just happened” is often the flesh’s polite way of deleting the 
minutes from several earlier meetings. 

Then secret adultery began demanding public management. Bathsheba sent word: “I am 
with child” (2 Samuel 11:5). Concealed sin had now produced evidence. David brought 
Uriah home, attempted manipulation, used drunkenness, and finally arranged a battlefield 
death through Joab. One inward surrender multiplied into adultery, deceit, abuse of 
authority, drunken manipulation, conspiracy, and bloodshed. Sin behaves like a salesman 
offering one small purchase and then arriving with a moving van. What David tried to hide 
eventually required greater sins to protect the first one. That is the nature of concealed 
wickedness. It rarely remains a single item. Once a lie needs another lie for support, you 
are building scaffolding around a collapsing building. 

3. Achan — Saw, Coveted, Took, Hid 

Joshua 7 supplies perhaps the cleanest confession of sin’s progression in the Old 
Testament. Achan finally admits, “When I saw among the spoils a goodly Babylonish 
garment, and two hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold… then I coveted them, and 
took them” (Joshua 7:21). There it is again: saw, coveted, took. The eye brought the 
merchandise into view. Covetousness brought it into the heart. The hand merely completed 
what desire had approved. Achan did not wake up with stolen goods already beneath his 
tent. The theft had a private prehistory. He admired what God had forbidden, mentally 
transferred ownership, and then made the body serve the decision. Covetousness is theft 
rehearsed in imagination before the fingers ever close around property. 

Then Achan says, “behold, they are hid in the earth in the midst of my tent” (Joshua 7:21). 
Hiding follows taking because sin that once demanded expression suddenly demands 



secrecy. Before the act, the flesh says, “You need this.” After the act, it says, “Nobody must 
know.” That is a remarkable change in public relations. The same garment that looked 
“goodly” in the spoils now had to live underground. Sin is forever selling treasures that must 
later be buried. If a thing must be hidden from your spouse, pastor, family, church, 
employer, or godly friends, the shovel in your hand may be telling you something your 
excuses refuse to admit. 

Achan’s hidden sin also affected more than Achan. Israel suffered defeat at Ai, thirty-six 
men died, and the entire congregation came under the shadow of divine displeasure until 
the matter was exposed (Joshua 7:4–12). The historical and covenant setting concerns 
Israel under Joshua and must remain there; the Church is not Israel, and the judgments are 
not mechanically transferred into the present dispensation. But the moral lesson remains 
powerful: private sin is never guaranteed private consequences. A father’s secret can 
wound children. A leader’s concealed corruption can damage a ministry. A spouse’s private 
indulgence can poison a marriage. Sin promises an individual transaction and often 
delivers a group invoice. 

4. Judas — Betrayal Grew Long Before the Kiss 

Judas Iscariot did not become a betrayer in Gethsemane. Scripture shows corruption 
working earlier. John 12 records Mary anointing Jesus with costly ointment. Judas objected, 
“Why was not this ointment sold for three hundred pence, and given to the poor?” (John 
12:5). It sounded wonderfully charitable. John then pulls the religious mask off: “This he 
said, not that he cared for the poor; but because he was a thief, and had the bag” (John 
12:6). Judas had learned to hide covetousness behind ministry language. That is 
particularly dangerous because religious vocabulary can make secret sin feel respectable. 
Greed wearing a necktie is still greed. A thief holding the offering bag has not become a 
steward because he knows church terminology. 

Later Matthew records Judas going to the chief priests and asking, “What will ye give me, 
and I will deliver him unto you?” They covenanted for thirty pieces of silver (Matthew 26:14–
15). Verse 16 then says, “And from that time he sought opportunity to betray him.” There is 
inward decision moving toward outward opportunity. He has consented before he has 
acted. The betrayal exists as intention before it exists as a kiss. Judas is now looking for 
circumstances that will allow the heart’s agreement to become bodily action. Once sin has 
been embraced inwardly, the world suddenly appears full of opportunities. The heart tells 
the feet where to walk. Opportunity does not create the traitor; it gives the traitor an 
appointment. 



When Judas finally arrived in Gethsemane and said, “Hail, master; and kissed him” 
(Matthew 26:49), the kiss was not the beginning. It was the public birth of something long 
gestating inside. That is why outward behavior can be so deceptive. A kiss normally 
signifies affection, but Judas turned it into the signal of betrayal. Religious appearance and 
inward reality stood on opposite sides of the universe. Sin had become sophisticated 
enough to use an act of friendship as machinery for treachery. The flesh can sing hymns 
while planning disobedience, say “Master” while serving money, and kiss Christ while 
selling Him. Never assume an outward form proves an inward condition. God does not 
judge the wrapping paper. 

5. The Mind Rehearses What the Body Later Performs 

Proverbs 23:7 says, “For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he.” The immediate context must 
be respected, but the broader biblical witness repeatedly emphasizes the connection 
between inward thought and outward conduct. Paul therefore commands believers, 
“Whatsoever things are true… honest… just… pure… lovely… of good report… think on 
these things” (Philippians 4:8). God cares what occupies the mind because thought is not 
spiritually neutral territory. Imagination can become a workshop in which tomorrow’s sins 
are assembled today. What is mentally practiced grows familiar. What grows familiar 
becomes easier to approve. What becomes approved begins searching for opportunity. 

This is especially clear in resentment and revenge. A man can replay an offense until he has 
rewritten the scene a hundred times, each version ending with himself victorious and the 
offender humiliated. He may never say the words aloud, but his mind has preached the 
sermon, won the argument, collected the apology, and enjoyed the other person’s ruin 
before lunch. By the time a real confrontation arrives, the body is merely reading from a 
script already memorized. Ephesians 4:26–27 warns, “let not the sun go down upon your 
wrath: Neither give place to the devil.” Anger given lodging becomes a furnished apartment. 
The devil does not need to build the room if resentment has already paid the rent. 

Sexual lust follows the same pattern. Covetousness follows it. Pride follows it. Deceit 
follows it. A lie is often mentally rehearsed before it leaves the mouth. A purchase is 
coveted before the credit card appears. An adulterous relationship may begin in emotional 
imagination long before bodies touch. A dishonest business decision may be justified 
internally before numbers are altered. The flesh likes dress rehearsals because repetition 
makes opening night feel natural. If a man repeatedly acts out sin in imagination, he should 
not boast that he has never done it physically. He is training the actor and waiting for a 
stage. 

6. Secret Sin Trains the Conscience to Stop Objecting 



The first inward surrender may produce sharp conviction because the conscience still 
reacts quickly. But repeatedly overriding conviction changes the experience. Paul speaks of 
some “having their conscience seared with a hot iron” (1 Timothy 4:2). A seared conscience 
is not proof that the action has become righteous; it is evidence that the alarm system has 
been damaged. When a smoke detector stops beeping because someone removed the 
battery, the house has not become fireproof. It has become more dangerous. The flesh 
interprets reduced discomfort as increased permission. Scripture interprets it as a 
warning. 

Hebrews speaks of being “hardened through the deceitfulness of sin” (Hebrews 3:13). 
Though the immediate context addresses Hebrews and carries its own doctrinal setting, 
the description of sin’s deceit is unmistakable. Sin hardens through repetition because 
every successful act of resistance makes the next compromise harder, while every 
compromise makes the next one easier. What once shocked begins to amuse. What once 
troubled begins to feel normal. What once required justification eventually stops 
requesting it. The conscience can be trained downward. Men sometimes celebrate this 
numbness as “freedom,” when in reality they have simply broken the dashboard warning 
light with a hammer. 

David’s progression illustrates the danger. After adultery, he could scheme against Uriah. 
After manipulation failed, he could arrange death. Every step made the next one possible 
because the heart was already defending the original sin. Once a man decides one area 
must remain untouched by God, other sins become bodyguards around it. Pride protects 
lust. Lying protects pride. Anger protects lying. Hypocrisy protects all three. Soon the man 
needs a small security company to guard what began as one “private” indulgence. Sin 
never travels light. 

7. Bring the Hidden Thing Into the Light Before It Gives Birth Again 

The answer to secret sin is not better concealment but biblical confession. First John 1:9 
tells believers, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” Confession does not mean explaining why the sin 
was understandable. It means agreeing with God about what it is. David finally said, “I have 
sinned against the LORD” (2 Samuel 12:13). Psalm 51 records the broken confession of a 
man who stopped editing the record: “For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is 
ever before me” (Psalm 51:3). Repentance begins when the public-relations department 
closes. 

The believer must also cut off the provision that keeps the secret thing alive. Romans 13:14 
says, “make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof.” If the mind keeps 



returning to the same fuel, remove the fuel. If a relationship feeds compromise, end the 
access. If an account feeds lust, shut it down. If an environment feeds covetousness, stop 
shopping there emotionally. If resentment feeds on repeated storytelling, quit retelling the 
offense as entertainment. The flesh will call such measures extreme because the flesh 
considers anything extreme that interferes with supper. Better to amputate access than 
preserve convenience for a sin that intends to own you. 

And the mind must be deliberately filled with something better. Paul says, “be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind” (Romans 12:2). Colossians 3:2 says, “Set your affection on 
things above, not on things on the earth.” Psalm 119:11 says, “Thy word have I hid in mine 
heart, that I might not sin against thee.” You cannot merely vacuum filth out of the mind and 
leave an empty room. Fill it with Scripture, prayer, sound doctrine, useful labor, 
thanksgiving, worship, service, and clean fellowship. The heart that is busy feeding on truth 
has less appetite for garbage. Starvation is part of mortification, but so is replacement. God 
does not merely tell the believer what to put off; He tells him what to put on. 

Sin conceived in secret does not remain harmless because hidden things grow. James says 
conception “bringeth forth sin.” A private thought becomes a cherished fantasy. A fantasy 
becomes an intention. Intention studies opportunity. Opportunity recruits the body. The 
hand eventually performs what the heart has been practicing. That is why David’s adultery 
began before Bathsheba crossed the palace door, Achan’s theft before the garment 
disappeared beneath the earth, and Judas’s betrayal before the torchlight reached 
Gethsemane. Men notice birth because birth is noisy. God has been watching conception 
because conception explains the child. 

The Christian must therefore stop measuring sin only by what other people can see. 
Outward respectability is a poor substitute for inward holiness. A clean browser history 
does not cleanse a dirty imagination. A faithful public marriage appearance does not 
sanctify secret lust. A smiling church face does not cure bitterness. An unopened cash 
drawer does not excuse covetousness. A tongue that has not spoken revenge does not 
make hatred righteous. God wants truth “in the inward parts” (Psalm 51:6). The question is 
not merely, “What did I do?” It is also, “What have I been allowing myself to love, rehearse, 
excuse, and plan?” 

Deal with sin while it is still concealed enough to kill quietly. Confess it before concealment 
becomes habit. Cut off provision before desire starts drafting plans. Fill the mind before 
imagination becomes a rehearsal hall for rebellion. Do not wait for scandal to prove there 
was a problem. If smoke is already coming through the wall, you do not need flames on the 
roof before calling it a fire. “Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of 
life” (Proverbs 4:23). Secret sin always promises privacy, but it is usually training for 



publicity. The flesh first asks permission to think about it, then permission to linger, then 
permission to taste—and when the building finally collapses, it acts as though nobody 
could possibly have seen the cracks. God did. Deal with them while they are still 
underground. 

 

 

6 of 10 — Temptation — From Choice to Chain: How Repeated Sin Becomes Bondage 

Key Passage: “Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants 
ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?” 
(Romans 6:16) 

A chain is rarely forged all at once. One link is heated, hammered, closed, and joined to 
another until eventually something that began small is strong enough to hold a man who 
once thought he could walk away whenever he pleased. Romans 6 describes the spiritual 
principle with uncomfortable clarity: “to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his 
servants ye are to whom ye obey.” Yielding comes first. Servitude follows. The first sinful 
choice may feel entirely voluntary. The conscience protests, the heart pounds, guilt arrives 
immediately, and the sinner swears it will never happen again. Then comes another 
surrender, and another, and another. What once required argument eventually requires very 
little persuasion. The old nature learns the road. The feet know the address. The hands 
know the routine. Sin does not need to drag the man anymore because the man has 
practiced walking toward it. 

Paul is writing in Romans 6 to people who have been saved by grace and identified with 
Jesus Christ, not to lost men trying to earn justification by moral improvement. Romans 
6:14 says, “sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under 
grace.” Their position has changed. They have been baptized by the Spirit into Christ, 
reckoned dead with Him, and are commanded to live accordingly. Yet Paul still warns those 
believers not to “yield” their members to sin. That distinction matters. A Christian does not 
lose eternal life every time he falls into sin, nor does repeated failure erase the finished 
work of Christ. But a saved man can surrender practical control of his life to the very thing 
from which Christ has freed him positionally. Grace breaks sin’s legal claim; grace does not 
force a believer to quit handing sin the house keys. 

Habitual sin therefore must not be treated lightly simply because salvation is secure. 
Eternal security is a reason to serve God from gratitude, not an excuse to furnish a prison 
cell with comfortable furniture. Some people speak of “struggling” with sin when what they 
mean is that they repeatedly feed it, schedule it, protect it, excuse it, and then experience 



regret afterward. There is a real biblical struggle against the flesh; Galatians 5:17 says, “the 
flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh.” But resistance and 
surrender are not synonyms. A soldier who fires at the enemy is struggling. A soldier who 
delivers ammunition to the enemy every evening and complains that the battle remains 
difficult is doing something else. Bondage grows where yielding becomes routine. 

1. Yielding — The First Link in the Chain 

Romans 6:13 says, “Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness 
unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God.” Paul places two masters before the believer and 
uses the same word for both: yield. The Christian possesses members—eyes, ears, tongue, 
hands, feet, mind, body—that may be presented for righteous service or surrendered to 
sinful use. Sin wants instruments. It wants your eyes to look, your imagination to rehearse, 
your tongue to speak, your hands to act, your feet to carry you, and your time to make 
room. The first link in bondage is not some mysterious force descending from the ceiling. It 
is yielding. Something God gave for His service is handed temporarily to another master. 

Yielding becomes dangerous because the flesh learns what receives permission. Romans 
6:12 therefore says, “Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in 
the lusts thereof.” Notice the royal language: reign and obey. Sin wants more than an 
occasional visit. It wants a throne. The first surrender may look like a small concession, but 
sin does not interpret concessions modestly. Give it a closet and it starts measuring the 
living room. Give it one evening and it checks next week’s calendar. Give it one thought and 
it asks for a memory. Sin has never been famous for respecting property lines. 

The believer must therefore stop pretending that repeated yielding is spiritually neutral 
because each act appears small. Samson did not wake up one morning in Delilah’s lap 
with no history behind it. Long before his hair was cut, his life showed a pattern of moving 
toward Philistine women and playing with boundaries God had established. Every tolerated 
compromise taught the flesh that another one was possible. Chains do not arrive stamped 
“bondage.” They arrive labeled “just this once.” By the time a man recognizes the prison, he 
may have personally installed half the bars. 

2. Practice Makes Sin Easier Too 

Human beings understand practice everywhere except where admitting it would expose 
sin. A musician plays scales until the fingers move almost automatically. A driver repeats 
the same route until turns require little conscious thought. A tradesman performs the same 
task until motions become second nature. Yet people act astonished that repeated sin can 
also become practiced behavior. Scripture says, “Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the 
leopard his spots? then may ye also do good, that are accustomed to do evil” (Jeremiah 



13:23). The immediate passage concerns Judah’s deep corruption under its own historical 
setting, but the phrase “accustomed to do evil” describes a frightening reality: evil can 
become customary. 

The first lie may make the mouth dry. The fiftieth rolls off the tongue before breakfast. The 
first stolen glance may provoke immediate shame. Later the eyes begin searching 
automatically. The first angry explosion may shock a man; after years of practice, 
everybody in the house knows what weather is coming by the sound of his footsteps. The 
first dishonest transaction may require elaborate justification. Eventually the conscience 
barely bothers to attend the meeting. Practice does not make sin righteous; it makes sin 
familiar. Familiarity is dangerous because the flesh often mistakes reduced alarm for 
reduced guilt. 

That is why the phrase “That’s just the way I am” is such poor theology. Scripture never 
commands the believer to baptize habitual carnality as personality. The angry man cannot 
rename wrath “being direct.” The gossip cannot rename talebearing “being concerned.” The 
covetous man cannot rename greed “being driven.” The lustful man cannot rename 
impurity “having strong needs.” Putting a respectable label on a chain does not make it 
jewelry. Ephesians 4 tells the believer to “put off concerning the former conversation the 
old man” and “put on the new man” (Ephesians 4:22, 24). Christianity is not God helping 
the old man develop a more flattering biography. 

3. The Conscience Can Be Trained Downward 

One of the most frightening features of repeated sin is the changing reaction of the 
conscience. The first surrender may bring sharp conviction because the internal warning 
system is functioning loudly. Paul speaks in 1 Timothy 4:2 of people “having their 
conscience seared with a hot iron.” A seared conscience has not made sin harmless; it has 
damaged sensitivity to it. If a smoke detector goes silent because somebody smashed it 
with a hammer, the house did not become safer. It became easier to burn without warning. 
Reduced pain is not always evidence of improvement. Sometimes the nerve is dying. 

Hebrews 3:13 warns about being “hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.” The 
historical and doctrinal context of Hebrews must be respected, but the description of sin’s 
deceit is plain. Sin hardens. The thing that once embarrassed a man can become routine. 
The routine can become defended. What was defended can eventually be celebrated. The 
conscience does not usually collapse in one dramatic moment. It is ignored one protest at 
a time. Every time a man says no to conviction and yes to appetite, he teaches himself 
which voice he intends to obey. 



This is why a person should never boast, “It doesn’t bother me anymore.” That may be the 
most alarming sentence in the conversation. Pharaoh repeatedly hardened his heart in 
Exodus until judgment followed his rebellion with terrible force. Different dispensation, 
different national setting, different historical situation—but the moral warning about 
persistent resistance is unmistakable. When truth stops troubling a sinner, truth has not 
changed. The sinner has. A calloused hand feels less because repeated friction thickened 
the skin. A calloused conscience behaves much the same way. The absence of pain may 
indicate that the disease has progressed. 

4. “His Servants Ye Are” — When Choice Begins Acting Like Mastery 

Romans 6:16 says, “to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to 
whom ye obey.” Paul is not teaching that a believer becomes spiritually unborn or loses his 
position in Christ whenever he sins. He is teaching a practical law of service. Obedience 
identifies functional mastery. If sin gives the order and you repeatedly carry it out, sin is 
exercising rule over that part of life. The saved man may belong eternally to Christ while 
behaving in a particular area like a servant taking instructions from another master. That 
contradiction is exactly why Paul rebukes it. 

Jesus stated the broader principle in John 8:34: “Whosoever committeth sin is the servant 
of sin.” In that context He was addressing unbelieving Jews and exposing their bondage, but 
the principle of sin’s enslaving character runs throughout Scripture. Sin always talks like 
liberty before the act and like a master afterward. Before surrender it says, “You can stop 
whenever you want.” After repeated surrender it says, “You know you’ll be back.” That is one 
of the oldest bait-and-switch operations in history. The salesman promising freedom 
becomes the landlord collecting rent. 

Proverbs 5:22 says of the wicked man, “His own iniquities shall take the wicked himself, 
and he shall be holden with the cords of his sins.” There is the picture: cords. A single 
thread can be snapped easily. Twist enough threads together and you have rope. Repeated 
choices work the same way. The first act feels isolated. The fifth establishes a pattern. The 
fiftieth feels necessary. The cord did not descend from Heaven. It was braided by 
repetition. Sin is remarkably willing to let a man manufacture his own restraints. 

5. The Word “Struggling” Can Become a Hiding Place 

There is such a thing as genuine spiritual struggle. Paul describes conflict between flesh 
and Spirit in Galatians 5:17, and Romans 7 records agonizing awareness of sin’s operation. 
The Christian life includes warfare. But warfare involves resistance. If a man continues 
deliberately providing opportunity, protecting access, refusing confession, and feeding the 
appetite while calling the situation a “struggle,” language has become camouflage. A 



person cannot keep buying dog food and insist he has no idea why the dog remains on the 
porch. Provision explains persistence. 

Romans 13:14 says, “make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof.” Provision is 
preparation in advance. If a particular device, relationship, place, schedule, conversation, 
amount of privacy, or form of entertainment repeatedly becomes the roadway to sin, 
preserving it without restriction may be provision. If bitterness depends on replaying the 
same offense every night, the replay is provision. If covetousness thrives on constant 
comparison, the comparison is provision. If pride lives on praise, hunting applause is 
provision. The flesh can survive remarkably well on leftovers, so stop setting the table. 

A genuine struggler may fall, but he hates the fall, confesses it, gets up, cuts off access, 
seeks biblical help, strengthens neglected areas, and refuses to sign a peace treaty with 
the enemy. Proverbs 24:16 says, “a just man falleth seven times, and riseth up again.” 
Rising matters. Repentance is not merely feeling terrible while keeping all the 
arrangements for next time. Regret cries because consequences hurt. Repentance 
changes direction because the sin itself is hated. Tears without turning can become 
another ritual the flesh learns to survive. 

6. Starve What You Intend to Kill 

Colossians 3:5 commands, “Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth,” 
and then names fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and 
covetousness. Mortify is not maintenance language. God does not say manage these 
things into a healthy balance. He says put them to death. Romans 8:13 similarly says, “if ye 
through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.” Victory is not achieved by 
admiring the chain, analyzing its craftsmanship, and polishing the links. You stop feeding 
the thing that keeps forging them. 

Samson provides a sobering picture of what happens when a man refuses to starve his 
weakness. Delilah repeatedly pressed him, and he repeatedly remained in the environment 
where his destruction was being negotiated. Judges 16 says, “she pressed him daily with 
her words, and urged him, so that his soul was vexed unto death” (Judges 16:16). Then “he 
told her all his heart” (Judges 16:17). Samson could have walked away long before the razor 
arrived. Instead he kept sleeping beside the question until eventually he supplied the 
answer. You cannot stay in Delilah’s lap indefinitely and complain about barbering 
conditions. 

Starvation requires practical obedience. Remove access. Break routines. End relationships 
that exist primarily to feed sin. Change times and places that repeatedly become 
occasions of surrender. Fill idle hours with useful labor. Replace corrupt input with 



Scripture. Confess quickly. Pray specifically. Seek godly fellowship instead of isolation. 
Second Timothy 2:22 says, “Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, 
charity, peace.” Notice both movements: flee and follow. Christianity does not merely 
empty the room; it moves righteous furniture in. If you only remove the old habit without 
cultivating obedience, the flesh will start browsing catalogs. 

7. Grace Does Not Furnish the Cell — It Opens the Door 

Romans 6 anticipates the carnal abuse of grace. Paul asks, “What then? shall we sin, 
because we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid” (Romans 6:15). There is 
the Holy Ghost’s answer to anybody trying to make grace a mattress for habitual rebellion: 
“God forbid.” Grace saves apart from works, keeps the believer secure in Christ, and places 
him beyond the condemning power of the law as a means of justification. But grace also 
teaches believers “that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly” (Titus 2:12). Grace that never teaches denial is not the biblical 
doctrine of grace. 

The saved man should therefore fight habitual sin from his position in Christ, not in order to 
earn that position. Romans 6:11 says, “reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto 
sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Reckoning is believing what God has 
said about the believer’s identification with Christ and acting accordingly. The Christian 
does not tell sin, “I hope someday I become free enough to refuse you.” He stands upon 
what God has already accomplished and refuses to present his members. The chain may 
feel strong, but feeling is not final authority. God’s word is. 

First Corinthians 10:13 adds that “God is faithful” and “will with the temptation also make a 
way to escape.” The way of escape may require humiliation, inconvenience, confession, 
lost access, changed routines, canceled plans, severed relationships, or surrender of 
cherished privacy. Flesh always wants an escape route that allows it to keep the souvenir 
shop. God may require the whole attraction to close. Deliverance becomes practical when 
a man stops asking God to break chains while secretly keeping one polished link in his 
pocket. 

Conclusion 

Repeated sin becomes bondage because repeated yielding trains the members, dulls the 
conscience, strengthens appetite, establishes routine, and gives practical mastery to the 
thing obeyed. Romans 6 does not speak vaguely: “to whom ye yield yourselves servants to 
obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey.” One act does not magically construct an 
unbreakable prison, but repeated surrender adds link to link. The first choice may tremble. 
The later one hardly pauses. What once needed persuasion eventually arrives by schedule. 



The flesh learns quickly, and unfortunately it never graduates into holiness through 
practice. Practice simply makes whichever master is obeyed easier to serve. 

But bondage to habitual sin is not an excuse for hopelessness in a believer. “Sin shall not 
have dominion over you” (Romans 6:14). That is not motivational decoration; it is apostolic 
doctrine. The child of God has the indwelling Holy Spirit, the written word, access to the 
throne of grace, fellowship with other believers, the ability to confess sin, and a new 
standing in Jesus Christ. The old nature remains corrupt, but it does not possess the legal 
right to reign. The believer may surrender ground, but he does not have to continue 
surrendering it. The bars may be familiar, but Christ never commanded His people to 
decorate them. 

So identify the chain. Stop renaming it. Stop calling surrender a struggle when no 
resistance is being made. Stop feeding what you pray God will starve. Confess the sin 
plainly. Cut off the occasion ruthlessly. Fill the mind with Scripture. Walk in the Spirit. 
Change the routine. Refuse the old provision. And whatever you do, do not keep a spare key 
hidden behind the excuse that you may need it later. The flesh always wants emergency 
access to the prison it claims to hate. Burn the map back to the cell. A chain was forged 
one link at a time, and obedience begins the same way—one refusal, one clean decision, 
one yielded member, one step after another in the opposite direction. 

 

 

7 of 10 — Temptation — The Wages at the End of the Road: Sin When It Is Finished 

Key Passage: “Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is 
finished, bringeth forth death.” (James 1:15) 

Temptation is a master of advertising and a fraud in accounting. It puts the pleasure in the 
window and the payment schedule in the basement. James refuses to let the sinner stop 
halfway through the sentence. Lust is drawn away, enticed, conceived, and it brings forth 
sin; then Scripture follows that sin all the way to its destination: “and sin, when it is 
finished, bringeth forth death.” The flesh loves beginnings because beginnings can be 
decorated. God shows endings because endings tell the truth. The bottle shines before the 
liver fails. The affair feels thrilling before the house divides. The dishonest dollar looks 
useful before the testimony collapses. The angry outburst feels satisfying before children 
learn to fear the sound of a father’s voice. Sin always wants you to inspect the bait under 
showroom lighting. The Bible takes you around back and shows you the graveyard. 



“Finished” is a frightening word because sin rarely stops where the sinner intended. 
Nobody commits the first compromise while requesting the full catalog of consequences. 
The young man in Proverbs does not follow the strange woman because he wants 
slaughter; yet Scripture says, “He goeth after her straightway, as an ox goeth to the 
slaughter” (Proverbs 7:22). Achan did not steal the Babylonish garment because he wanted 
stones piled over his body. David did not look from his rooftop because he wanted a sword 
in his household. Samson did not play with Delilah because he wanted blinded eyes and 
Philistine chains. Yet sin has a destination regardless of whether the traveler bothered to 
read the road signs. A man does not have to believe in gravity to be injured by falling. 
Consequences are equally unimpressed with denial. 

For the saved believer, this truth must be handled without corrupting the gospel. Eternal life 
is the gift of God through Jesus Christ (Romans 6:23), and the believer is “sealed unto the 
day of redemption” (Ephesians 4:30). A Christian does not become lost every time he sins, 
nor does chastening mean Christ’s blood somehow failed between Sunday and Tuesday. 
But eternal security does not mean temporal immunity. God can forgive a believer and still 
let consequences remain. Fellowship may be broken. Trust may be damaged. Testimony 
may be scarred. The body may reap what the flesh sowed. Opportunities may disappear. 
The Father may chasten His child. Grace secures the soul; grace does not make stupidity 
painless. A saved man can go to Heaven with a life full of scars he never needed to collect. 

1. Sin Has a Destination Whether You Plan for It or Not 

James says, “sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.” The word “finished” means sin is 
pictured as something moving toward completion. We tend to judge sin by the first five 
minutes. God judges it by the whole road. The beginning may contain excitement, secrecy, 
adrenaline, gratification, vindication, applause, money, pleasure, or relief. The ending may 
contain disgrace, grief, exposure, disease, loss, chastening, regret, or death. The devil sells 
the first scene because the last scene would ruin the commercial. If every temptation 
came with a trailer showing the final wreckage, much of Satan’s marketing department 
would be unemployed by Tuesday. 

Romans 6:23 says, “For the wages of sin is death.” Wages are earned payments. Sin 
employs, and payday comes. The context contrasts servitude to sin with service to God and 
eternal life through Jesus Christ, and the doctrinal setting must be respected. Yet the 
principle is plain: sin pays. It does not always pay immediately, which is one reason fools 
keep clocking in. Ecclesiastes 8:11 says, “Because sentence against an evil work is not 
executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil.” 
Delay is mistaken for escape. The criminal thinks the absence of handcuffs proves 
innocence. The adulterer thinks another undiscovered week means safety. The bitter man 



thinks he is unharmed because resentment has not yet exploded. Sin has patience. It can 
wait for payday. 

Galatians 6:7–8 gives the same law to believers: “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for 
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” Sow to the flesh and “of the flesh reap 
corruption.” Sow to the Spirit and “of the Spirit reap life everlasting.” Paul is not teaching 
salvation by agricultural performance; he is teaching the certainty of harvest in Christian 
conduct. Seed is small compared with harvest. One kernel can produce an ear full of grain. 
Sin works on the same principle. One decision can multiply into habits, consequences, 
memories, broken relationships, weakened testimony, and years of recovery. The flesh 
always wants to sow by teaspoons and reap nothing. God says agriculture still works. 

2. David — Forgiven, but the Sword Still Came 

David’s fall proves that forgiveness does not erase every consequence. After adultery with 
Bathsheba, conspiracy, deception, and the death of Uriah, Nathan confronted him: “Thou 
art the man” (2 Samuel 12:7). David finally said, “I have sinned against the LORD.” Nathan 
immediately replied, “The LORD also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die” (2 Samuel 
12:13). There is mercy. There is forgiveness. There is no penance system, no years of 
uncertainty, no payment plan to purchase God’s pardon. David confessed, and God put 
away the sin. Yet Nathan had already said, “the sword shall never depart from thine house” 
(2 Samuel 12:10). Forgiveness removed the guilt before God; it did not erase the crop David 
had planted in his own household. 

The following chapters are not pleasant reading. The child born from the adulterous union 
died. Amnon violated Tamar. Absalom murdered Amnon. Absalom rebelled against David 
and publicly dishonored his father’s household. The sword moved through David’s family 
exactly as Nathan had said. None of this means David was unforgiven. Psalm 51 shows a 
man genuinely broken before God, and Scripture still remembers him as a man after God’s 
own heart in the broader testimony of his life. But mercy did not make the sword imaginary. 
Sin can be forgiven in a moment and remembered by consequences for years. The flesh 
never mentions that during temptation because it is terrible at long-term planning. 

David also lost something that no amount of private remorse could instantly restore: moral 
authority. A king who had abused his position could not simply rewind history. Trust, once 
broken, returns slowly if at all. The same thing happens now. A pastor may be forgiven and 
still lose a pulpit. A husband may be forgiven and still spend years rebuilding trust. A parent 
may be forgiven while children carry memories. A businessman may confess and still lose 
credibility. Grace restores fellowship with God upon confession, but grace does not require 
every human being to forget what happened by sundown. Forgiveness is divine mercy. 



Consequences are divine reality. Confusing the two turns grace into cheap paint for rotten 
wood. 

3. Samson — A Saved Man Can Still Lose Plenty 

Samson’s life is another warning against imagining that divine calling cancels 
consequences. Before his birth, God set him apart for a special purpose in Israel under the 
judges (Judges 13:5). The Spirit of the LORD moved upon him. He performed extraordinary 
feats of strength. Yet Samson repeatedly played near the same kind of temptation until the 
game finally cost him dearly. Delilah pressed him day after day, and instead of leaving, he 
stayed. Finally he “told her all his heart” (Judges 16:17). The man strong enough to carry 
Gaza’s gates could not bring himself to walk out of a woman’s room. Muscle is a poor 
substitute for obedience. 

When Samson awoke after his hair had been cut, he said, “I will go out as at other times 
before, and shake myself.” Then comes the dreadful sentence: “And he wist not that the 
LORD was departed from him” (Judges 16:20). Familiar success had taught him to expect 
familiar strength while living in continued compromise. The Philistines took him, “put out 
his eyes,” brought him to Gaza, bound him “with fetters of brass,” and made him grind in the 
prison house (Judges 16:21). That is quite a journey from flirting with temptation to grinding 
blind for enemies. Sin can take a man farther than the first conversation ever suggested. 
Delilah never advertised brass chains during the courtship. 

Yet Judges 16 also shows mercy. Samson prayed at the end, “O Lord GOD, remember me, I 
pray thee, and strengthen me” (Judges 16:28), and God heard him. Hebrews 11:32 even 
includes Samson among men of faith. His failures did not erase every evidence of God’s 
work in his life. But his eyes did not grow back. The years were not returned. The prison was 
real. Mercy was real too. This is exactly why careless Christians should stop treating grace 
like a padded room where consequences cannot enter. God can forgive, restore 
usefulness, and still leave enough scars to remind a man that sin was never a toy. 

4. Fellowship, Testimony, and the Damage Nobody Calculates 

Sin damages fellowship with God long before it changes the believer’s eternal standing. 
First John 1:6 says, “If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we 
lie.” The issue is fellowship, not whether the saved man has been spiritually unborn. A 
believer walking in unconfessed sin may continue attending church, quoting verses, singing 
hymns, and saying all the right words while communion with God is being choked by what 
he refuses to confess. Psalm 32 describes David’s experience of concealed sin: “When I 
kept silence, my bones waxed old through my roaring all the day long” (Psalm 32:3). Secret 



sin is expensive company. It occupies rooms without paying rent and still complains about 
the accommodations. 

Testimony can also be destroyed in minutes after taking years to build. Proverbs 22:1 says, 
“A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches.” A good name is accumulated 
slowly, like savings. One scandal can spend decades of credibility before breakfast. That is 
not always fair in human judgment, but it is often reality. The world loves to mock Christian 
hypocrisy, and sometimes Christians hand it the microphone, stage, lighting, and written 
script. Nathan told David, “by this deed thou hast given great occasion to the enemies of 
the LORD to blaspheme” (2 Samuel 12:14). Sin rarely keeps its embarrassment private. It 
can give unbelievers ammunition against truths the sinner still claims to believe. 

Broken trust is another wage flesh seldom counts. Trust is not commanded back into 
existence merely because somebody says, “I’m sorry.” Repentance is necessary, 
forgiveness is biblical, but trust normally requires demonstrated faithfulness over time. A 
spouse betrayed by adultery may forgive sincerely while needing years before confidence 
returns. A church wounded by dishonesty may forgive while changing responsibilities. A 
child lied to repeatedly may remember. Sin loves to borrow against future trust because the 
present pleasure seems cheaper. Then the bill arrives with interest. A lie may take thirty 
seconds to tell and three years to repair. 

5. Chastening — The Father Still Disciplines His Children 

Hebrews 12 makes clear that God chastens His children. “For whom the Lord loveth he 
chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth” (Hebrews 12:6). Chastening is 
not damnation. It is proof of sonship in the passage. Verse 8 says, “if ye be without 
chastisement… then are ye bastards, and not sons.” The saved believer should therefore 
never interpret grace as divine indifference toward conduct. God does not save His child 
and then shrug while that child destroys himself. A good earthly father disciplines because 
he cares. The heavenly Father is not less righteous than a decent human parent. 

First Corinthians 11 gives an especially sobering example. Some Corinthian believers 
abused the Lord’s Supper so seriously that Paul said, “For this cause many are weak and 
sickly among you, and many sleep” (1 Corinthians 11:30). “Sleep” in Paul’s usage there 
refers to the death of believers. Verse 32 explains, “when we are judged, we are chastened 
of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world.” That verse destroys two 
errors at once. They were genuinely chastened—even physically unto death in some 
cases—yet the purpose distinguished them from the world’s condemnation. Eternal 
security did not prevent severe temporal judgment. The Father may take a child home early 
rather than allow continued disgrace. 



This is not permission to assign every illness, accident, or hardship to a specific sin. Job’s 
friends made an entire ministry out of bad conclusions, and God was not impressed. 
Scripture must interpret circumstances, not suspicion. But neither should Christians swing 
to the opposite extreme and pretend God never chastens. He says plainly that He does. The 
wise response to chastening is Hebrews 12:11: afterward it yields “the peaceable fruit of 
righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby.” God’s rod is not evidence that He 
stopped loving His child. Often it is evidence that He refuses to let His child comfortably 
sleep in a ditch. 

6. Hardened Consciences and Lost Opportunities 

Another consequence of repeated sin is a hardened conscience. First Timothy 4:2 speaks 
of men “having their conscience seared with a hot iron.” Hebrews 3:13 warns of being 
“hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.” The more a man overrides conviction, the 
easier another override becomes. The first compromise may produce trembling. Later the 
same act barely causes discomfort. That reduced alarm does not mean sin has become 
safer. It means the warning system is failing. A man who smashes the smoke detector 
because he dislikes the noise has not solved the fire problem. He has simply arranged to 
burn more quietly. 

Sin can also cost opportunities that never return. Esau “for one morsel of meat sold his 
birthright” (Hebrews 12:16). Later “he found no place of repentance, though he sought it 
carefully with tears” (Hebrews 12:17). The passage must be handled in its proper context, 
but the historical event illustrates a solemn fact: some decisions close doors. Time does 
not reverse. Youth does not return. Certain ministries cannot always be resumed. Certain 
relationships never regain the same form. A man may repent genuinely and still have to live 
on the other side of a choice. The forgiveness of God does not turn yesterday into blank 
paper. 

Moses himself learned something similar in Numbers 20. Provoked by Israel, he struck the 
rock when God had told him to speak to it. God told him that because he failed to sanctify 
the LORD before Israel, he would not bring the congregation into the promised land 
(Numbers 20:12). Moses remained God’s servant. He appeared with Christ on the mount of 
transfiguration centuries later. But that particular earthly privilege was lost. One moment of 
disobedience did not erase his relationship with God, yet it altered what he would 
experience in this life. Sin can cost privileges without costing salvation. That distinction is 
uncomfortable only to people who want grace without government. 

7. Scripture Shows the Ending Before the Flesh Signs the Contract 



The Bible’s mercy is that it reveals consequences before we experience them. Proverbs 
does not merely show the strange woman’s flattering lips; it tells us, “her house inclineth 
unto death” (Proverbs 2:18). It does not merely describe stolen waters as sweet; it says, 
“the dead are there; and that her guests are in the depths of hell” (Proverbs 9:17–18). It 
shows the path, the trap, the slaughter, and the grave before the foolish young man arrives. 
God is not trying to spoil pleasure. He is trying to keep fools from learning by funerals what 
they could have learned from verses. 

Moses said in Numbers 32:23, “be sure your sin will find you out.” In context he is warning 
certain tribes of Israel about failing their obligation in the conquest of Canaan, but the 
statement has become memorable because Scripture repeatedly demonstrates its truth. 
Adam hid. Achan buried. David covered. Gehazi lied. Ananias and Sapphira pretended. 
None remained hidden. Sin has an astonishing ability to discover the address of the sinner 
who thought he left no forwarding information. You can delete messages, bury evidence, 
change stories, and polish appearances, but God does not need forensic assistance. 

This is why the wise believer learns to view temptation backward—from the ending to the 
beginning. When lust presents the bait, mentally walk the road to its destination. See the 
broken trust before the flirtation. See the debt before the purchase. See the shame before 
the lie. See the weakened testimony before the compromise. See the chastening before the 
rebellion. See the prison before the secret habit becomes a master. Faith believes God’s 
ending before flesh has a chance to test it. Temptation says, “Look what you can have.” 
Scripture says, “Look what it will cost.” Only one of those voices loves you enough to tell 
the whole truth. 

Sin when it is finished brings forth death. That is where James ends the progression 
because that is where sin ends when allowed to complete its work. Death may appear in 
different forms along the road: dead fellowship, dead usefulness, dead trust, dead 
opportunities, dead relationships, physical ruin, and sometimes literal physical death. 
Beyond all of that stands the eternal consequence of sin for the unsaved man apart from 
Jesus Christ. The believer has been delivered from eternal condemnation by the finished 
work of Christ, but he has not been delivered from the law of sowing and reaping in earthly 
conduct. Salvation from hell does not make a Christian bulletproof against consequences. 

Therefore do not judge temptation by the first sensation. Judge it by the final harvest. David 
saw Bathsheba; God saw a sword moving through the royal house. Samson felt Delilah’s 
lap; God could already see brass fetters and blinded eyes. Achan saw silver and a garment; 
the Book shows stones. Judas saw thirty pieces of silver; Scripture shows a field, despair, 
and death. The devil carries an excellent camera but strangely never photographs the 
funeral. God does. That is not cruelty. That is mercy before the fact. 



When temptation comes, turn on the lights. Read the fine print. Follow the road all the way 
down before taking the first step. Remember that forgiveness is real, eternal security is real, 
restoration is real, and the grace of God is greater than sin—but none of those truths turns 
sin into something harmless. The Father still chastens. Flesh still reaps corruption. Trust 
still breaks. Time still moves forward. Scars still scar. “Be not deceived; God is not mocked” 
(Galatians 6:7). Sin never tells the truth about payday because nobody would volunteer for 
the job if the wages were printed in large letters. Scripture prints them large: “sin, when it is 
finished, bringeth forth death.” Believe the warning before you have to live the ending. 

 

 

8 of 10 — Temptation — Jesus in the Wilderness: How the Sinless Son Answered the 
Tempter 

Key Passage: Matthew 4:1–11 

The greatest recorded confrontation with temptation does not take place in a counselor’s 
office, a philosophy classroom, or a laboratory studying human behavior. It takes place in a 
wilderness with the Son of God facing the devil. Matthew says, “Then was Jesus led up of 
the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil” (Matthew 4:1). The setting matters. 
Christ had just been publicly identified by the Father at His baptism: “This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17). Immediately the adversary comes after 
that declared identity. Satan cannot overturn what the Father said, so he challenges the 
Son in relation to it: “If thou be the Son of God” (Matthew 4:3). The devil still likes to place a 
question mark beside what God has already settled. He did it in Eden with “Yea, hath God 
said?” and he does it here by questioning the declared Sonship of Christ. 

The Lord’s temptation was real, but His Person must be kept doctrinally straight. Jesus 
Christ was not a fallen man struggling with an inward sinful nature like ours. Scripture says 
He “knew no sin” (2 Corinthians 5:21), “did no sin” (1 Peter 2:22), and “in him is no sin” (1 
John 3:5). Hebrews 4:15 says He “was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.” 
The temptation came from without. Satan presented genuine appeals involving hunger, 
presumption, kingdoms, glory, and worship, but there was no corrupt old nature inside 
Christ answering the advertisement. The devil could knock on the door; there was no traitor 
inside reaching for the latch. The lesson is not that Christians possess Christ’s sinless 
nature. We do not. The lesson is that the sinless Son shows us the authority before which 
temptation must bow: the written word of God. 

Three times Satan speaks; three times Christ answers, “It is written.” There is no 
negotiation, no experiment, no philosophical seminar, and no attempt to discover whether 



the devil has raised an interesting point. Christ does not say, “Let us explore the 
possibilities.” He cites Scripture. That ought to embarrass a generation that believes every 
temptation requires seventeen pages of self-analysis before deciding whether God meant 
what He said. Soldiers do not begin loading rifles after the enemy has climbed over the 
wall. The word must already be known. The conviction must already be settled. The 
authority must already be final. When temptation arrives, the Christian does not need new 
truth; he usually needs to obey truth he already possesses. 

1. Led by the Spirit — Temptation Is Not Proof You Are Out of God’s Will 

Matthew 4:1 says Jesus “was led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the 
devil.” That verse immediately destroys the childish notion that the presence of temptation 
proves somebody must be outside God’s will. Christ was exactly where the Spirit led Him. 
He was not in the wilderness because He had wandered from the Father, neglected prayer, 
or taken a wrong turn. Temptation came in the path of obedience. The devil attacks 
disobedience because it is useful, but he also attacks obedience because he hates it. A 
Christian may be exactly where God wants him and still face severe temptation. The 
battlefield is not always evidence that you missed the road. Sometimes it proves you 
reached the front line. 

There is also a difference between God testing and Satan tempting. James 1:13 says, “God 
cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man.” Yet Scripture repeatedly 
records God proving His servants, testing faith, exposing what is in the heart, and using 
trials for righteous purposes. Satan’s objective is evil; God’s objective is holy. In Matthew 4, 
the Spirit leads Christ into the setting, but “the tempter” is the devil (Matthew 4:3). Satan 
wants rebellion. God’s purpose displays the perfection of His Son. The same wilderness 
can contain divine purpose and satanic attack without making God the author of sin. That 
distinction saves a man from blaming God for what the devil proposes. 

Temptation also frequently arrives after spiritual blessing. Christ hears the Father’s voice at 
baptism and then faces the tempter. Elijah sees fire fall on Carmel and soon afterward 
flees from Jezebel. Israel crosses the Red Sea and enters wilderness testing. The flesh likes 
to assume a good Sunday guarantees an easy Monday. Scripture never signed that 
contract. Spiritual victories are not retirement papers. In fact, success can create its own 
temptation because the believer may lower his guard. A soldier who celebrates while the 
enemy is regrouping may learn that yesterday’s victory does not cancel today’s watch. 
“Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong” (1 Corinthians 16:13). The 
guard stays posted after the parade. 

2. Stones to Bread — Appetite Is a Servant, Not a King 



After Christ had fasted forty days and forty nights, Matthew says, “he was afterward an 
hungred” (Matthew 4:2). Satan immediately aims at a genuine physical need: “If thou be 
the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread” (Matthew 4:3). Hunger is not 
sinful. Bread is not sinful. Christ certainly possessed the power to create food. The 
temptation lay in acting at Satan’s suggestion outside the Father’s appointed will. The devil 
often works this way. He finds a legitimate appetite and offers an illegitimate method of 
satisfaction. The bait does not have to be inherently evil if the manner, timing, motive, or 
authority involved is wrong. Flesh loves that kind of temptation because it can hide 
rebellion behind a real need. 

Jesus answered, “It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4), quoting Deuteronomy 8:3. Appetite 
does not outrank revelation. Hunger can shout, but God’s word speaks with greater 
authority. That principle reaches into every area where the flesh demands immediate 
satisfaction. Sexual desire does not cancel “Flee fornication” (1 Corinthians 6:18). Anger 
does not cancel “Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger… be put away from you” 
(Ephesians 4:31). Financial pressure does not cancel honesty. Loneliness does not sanctify 
an unequal yoke. Your stomach is useful, your emotions are real, and your appetites may 
be strong, but none of them was ordained to revise Scripture. 

The world tells men that an appetite becomes a right merely because it is intense. The Bible 
says otherwise. Esau was hungry and sold his birthright for a meal. Israel lusted after flesh 
in the wilderness and despised God’s provision. Eve saw that the tree was “good for food” 
(Genesis 3:6) and reached past God’s prohibition. Hunger has a long history of pretending 
urgency makes disobedience reasonable. The flesh says, “I need this now.” Faith says, 
“God knows what I need, and I will not sin to obtain it.” The difference between appetite 
and idolatry is often found in whether a man can still say no when God says no. 

3. The Pinnacle of the Temple — Presumption Wearing Bible Clothes 

Satan next takes Christ to Jerusalem, sets Him “on a pinnacle of the temple,” and says, “If 
thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down” (Matthew 4:5–6). Then the devil quotes 
Scripture: “He shall give his angels charge concerning thee.” That should cure any Christian 
of the lazy idea that every person quoting a Bible verse is therefore teaching Bible truth. The 
devil can quote Scripture when he thinks Scripture can be twisted into a tool for 
disobedience. Heresy often carries a Bible under its arm. A verse out of context can 
become a religious crowbar used to pry men away from what God actually said. 

Christ answers, “It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God” (Matthew 4:7). 
Notice “again.” Scripture answers Scripture. One verse is not allowed to be weaponized 



against another. Satan’s proposal was presumption masquerading as faith: perform a 
reckless act and force God to prove His promise. Biblical faith obeys God and trusts Him 
with the outcome. Presumption disobeys God and then demands that God bless the stunt. 
Jumping off a temple to prove divine protection is not faith; it is foolishness dressed for 
church. God has never been obligated to underwrite stupidity merely because somebody 
attached a verse to it. 

Christ also refuses the temptation to prove His identity theatrically. The Father had already 
said, “This is my beloved Son.” Satan says, in effect, prove it by spectacle. Christ does not 
need the devil’s test to confirm the Father’s declaration. Pride constantly demands visible 
proof, applause, recognition, and performance. It whispers, “Show them who you are. Make 
them notice. Make God vindicate you publicly.” Christ refuses that bait. The Son of God 
does not need to turn obedience into a circus act. The believer who knows what God has 
said about his position in Christ does not need to manufacture stunts for human approval 
either. Truth does not become more true because a crowd claps. 

4. The Kingdoms of the World — Glory Offered Through a Shortcut 

The third temptation in Matthew is the boldest. Satan shows Christ “all the kingdoms of the 
world, and the glory of them” and says, “All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down 
and worship me” (Matthew 4:8–9). Here the devil stops disguising the destination. Worship 
is what he wants. Isaiah 14 exposes Lucifer’s original ambition: “I will be like the most High” 
(Isaiah 14:14). He wants the throne, the glory, the homage. Satan will barter kingdoms for 
worship because worship is the currency of rebellion. Behind many temptations lies the 
same issue: who gets the throne? 

There is also a shortcut in the offer. Christ will indeed reign over the kingdoms of this world, 
but He will receive the kingdom according to the Father’s plan, not Satan’s bargain. Psalm 2 
promises the nations to the Son. Revelation 11:15 declares that “The kingdoms of this 
world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ.” But the road includes the 
cross, resurrection, ascension, Tribulation judgments, Second Advent, and the 
establishment of His kingdom in God’s order. Satan proposes glory without obedience to 
the Father’s timetable. The devil loves shortcuts because shortcuts usually bypass 
submission. He offers crowns without crosses, influence without character, money without 
labor, pleasure without covenant, and promotion without preparation. 

Jesus answers, “Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy 
God, and him only shalt thou serve” (Matthew 4:10). That is not a discussion; it is 
dismissal. Christ identifies the real issue beneath the kingdoms: worship and service. 
Whatever rules worship will eventually rule conduct. A man who worships money will obey 



money. A man who worships approval will obey the crowd. A man who worships pleasure 
will obey appetite. A man who worships God will have a standard above all three. Every 
temptation eventually asks, “Who is Lord here?” The Christian answer had better be settled 
before the offer arrives. 

5. “It Is Written” — The Sword Already Drawn 

Three temptations, three answers, and each begins with the same words: “It is written.” 
Christ does not appeal to tradition, private revelation, human reasoning, or personal 
experience. He appeals to the written word. Ephesians 6:17 later calls Scripture “the sword 
of the Spirit.” A sword is not impressive because it hangs polished above the fireplace. It 
becomes useful when it is in the hand during battle. Too many Christians own several 
Bibles and still enter temptation spiritually unarmed because the pages have never moved 
from paper into memory. A closed Bible on a shelf is no more useful in temptation than a 
rifle locked in another county. 

Psalm 119:11 says, “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.” 
Hidden Scripture is ammunition stored before the firefight. When lust comes, the verse is 
already there. When anger rises, the verse is already there. When fear whispers, the verse is 
already there. When pride seeks applause, the verse is already there. The believer should 
not have to begin a word search while temptation is already knocking furniture over. 
Preparation happens before pressure. David did not say, “Thy word have I occasionally 
glanced at when convenient.” He hid it. What is hidden can be brought out quickly when the 
enemy arrives. 

This also explains why doctrinal precision matters. Satan misused Scripture at the 
pinnacle, and Christ answered with Scripture properly understood. A believer who knows 
isolated slogans but not context is easier prey for religious temptation. Cults quote verses. 
False teachers quote verses. Prosperity preachers quote verses. Legalists quote verses. 
Antinomians quote verses. The question is not whether somebody can find words in the 
Bible; the question is whether the words are handled as God gave them. “Study to shew 
thyself approved unto God… rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). A dull 
sword may still look impressive in a photograph. In battle, sharpness matters. 

6. Immediate Resistance — Do Not Invite the Devil to a Committee Meeting 

Christ’s responses are immediate. He does not entertain Satan’s propositions long enough 
for them to acquire emotional weight. That is vital because prolonged conversation gives 
temptation room to decorate itself. Eve talked with the serpent and eventually saw the 
forbidden tree through Satan’s sales pitch. Christ answers and closes the matter. James 
4:7 says, “Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.” Resistance is active. It does not mean 



listening politely until the devil finishes his presentation. You do not owe temptation equal 
time. God’s word has already decided the matter. 

The flesh, however, loves committee meetings. If God says no, the flesh wants to ask 
whether there are exceptions, unusual circumstances, modern considerations, cultural 
changes, emotional needs, or technical loopholes. It will hire itself as counsel, call 
appetite as the first witness, and somehow produce a unanimous verdict by supper. That is 
why immediate obedience is such a powerful defense. Joseph did not remain with 
Potiphar’s wife to discuss boundaries. He “fled, and got him out” (Genesis 39:12). Some 
temptations should be answered with a verse; others should be answered with a verse 
while your feet are moving rapidly toward the door. 

Delay also strengthens temptation because imagination begins rehearsing the reward. 
Proverbs warns, “Enter not into the path of the wicked… Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, 
and pass away” (Proverbs 4:14–15). God appears remarkably uninterested in proving how 
close you can stand to evil without falling. The repeated instruction is movement away. The 
Christian who keeps negotiating with temptation is already allowing it too much 
microphone time. A snake does not become safer because you schedule a longer 
interview. 

7. Christ’s Sinlessness and the Believer’s Dependence 

The Lord’s victory in the wilderness must never be reduced to a sentimental slogan that 
says, “Jesus did it, so just try harder.” Christ is uniquely the sinless Son of God. He 
possessed no sinful nature. His temptation demonstrates perfect obedience and reveals 
who He is. The believer, by contrast, still carries flesh that “lusteth against the Spirit” 
(Galatians 5:17). Our hope is not that we can imitate Christ’s sinlessness by natural 
discipline. Our hope is Christ Himself, the indwelling Holy Spirit, the written word, the 
throne of grace, and the new position God has given us in Him. 

Hebrews joins Christ’s temptation directly to present help: because we have an High Priest 
who “was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin,” we are told, “Let us therefore 
come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in 
time of need” (Hebrews 4:15–16). The answer to temptation is not merely clenched teeth. 
Grace helps. Prayer matters. Dependence matters. Scripture matters. The Spirit matters. 
The Christian life is not an exercise in seeing how much resistance fallen flesh can 
manufacture before breakfast. 

First Corinthians 10:13 adds that “God is faithful” and “will with the temptation also make a 
way to escape.” Christ in the wilderness shows authority over the tempter; Paul assures 
believers that God provides an exit in temptation. Sometimes that exit looks dramatic. 



Often it looks embarrassingly practical: shut it off, leave the room, stop the conversation, 
refuse the invitation, change the route, delete the access, open the Bible, pray 
immediately. The flesh prefers a supernatural thunderbolt because thunderbolts do not 
require deleting phone numbers. God often provides a door and expects you to use the 
handle. 

Conclusion 

Matthew 4 is not a psychology lesson with religious decoration. It is a confrontation 
between the sinless Son of God and the personal adversary of God. Satan attacks appetite, 
presumption, pride, power, worship, and the desire for shortcuts. Christ answers every 
temptation from the written word. “It is written.” “It is written again.” “It is written.” That 
repeated answer should echo in every believer’s mind. The devil has many lures, but he is 
not infinitely creative. The Book has already exposed his tackle box. 

The practical lesson is brutally simple: prepare before temptation arrives. Learn Scripture 
before you need Scripture. Decide what you believe before pressure begins. Establish 
convictions before appetite starts bargaining. Know where you are weak before the 
opportunity appears. Keep the sword sharp before battle. Soldiers who wait until the 
enemy is over the wall to start opening ammunition crates are not brave; they are late. 
Much Christian defeat occurs not because God failed to provide truth, but because truth 
remained unread until after temptation had already occupied the room. 

And when the tempter comes, do not negotiate. Do not experiment. Do not ask whether the 
shortcut might work. Do not test God to prove faith. Do not let appetite become king. Do 
not trade worship for glory. Open the Book, answer the lie, resist immediately, and use the 
way of escape. Christ showed what authority the devil cannot overturn: “It is written.” The 
world may change its slogans, the flesh may change its excuses, and Satan may repaint the 
bait, but the word of God abideth. The wisest Christian is not the one who can invent the 
most clever argument against temptation. It is the one who has already decided that when 
God has spoken, the argument is over. 

 

 

9 of 10 — Temptation — Flee, Don’t Negotiate: Cutting Off the Opportunity Before the 
Fall 

Key Passage: “Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that 
committeth fornication sinneth against his own body.” (1 Corinthians 6:18) “Flee also 



youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the 
Lord out of a pure heart.” (2 Timothy 2:22) 

There are times in the Christian life when God says stand, and there are times when God 
says run. The difficulty is that fallen flesh usually reverses the orders. It runs when it ought 
to stand for truth and stands around admiring temptation when it ought to be halfway down 
the road. James says, “Resist the devil, and he will flee from you” (James 4:7), but Paul 
says, “Flee fornication” and “Flee also youthful lusts.” Those commands are not 
contradictory. Resist the tempter; flee the occasion. Stand against the lie; run from the 
environment where your flesh keeps volunteering to believe it. There is nothing spiritual 
about remaining beside the bait just to demonstrate that you have not bitten yet. A man 
who sits on the railroad track and boasts that the train has not arrived is not exercising 
faith. He is confusing delay with safety. 

Joseph understood this better than many Christians with shelves full of Bible-study 
material. When Potiphar’s wife caught him by his garment and said, “Lie with me,” Genesis 
39:12 does not record Joseph requesting a prayer meeting, presenting a three-point 
sermon, explaining the dangers of adultery, or proposing that they establish healthier 
boundaries while remaining alone together. Scripture says, “he left his garment in her hand, 
and fled, and got him out.” That is wonderfully uncomplicated. He got out. Joseph 
understood that there comes a moment when continuing the conversation is itself 
foolishness. There are temptations you do not conquer by staying in the room and proving 
how strong you are. You conquer them by making sure the room contains one less person. 

This is where much defeat begins: Christians ask God for deliverance while preserving 
convenient access to the very thing from which they want deliverance. They pray against 
lust and maintain the account that feeds it. They pray against an adulterous attachment 
and preserve the private communication. They pray against drunkenness and keep the 
bottle. They pray against covetousness and spend hours feeding comparison. They pray 
against bitterness while rehearsing the offense every night before bed. They pray against 
gossip while keeping the same telephone ministry in operation. Then they wonder why 
victory remains elusive. God is not obligated to perform a miracle so a man can avoid 
obeying a command. Sometimes the answer to “Lord, deliver me” is already printed in 
black ink: “Flee.” 

1. “Flee Fornication” — God Did Not Say Study Its Temperature 

First Corinthians 6 is addressed to a local church living in a city saturated with sexual 
immorality. Paul does not tell those believers that grace has made their bodies irrelevant. 
He argues precisely the opposite: “Know ye not that your bodies are the members of 



Christ?” (1 Corinthians 6:15). He reminds them that the believer’s body is “the temple of 
the Holy Ghost” and concludes, “ye are not your own. For ye are bought with a price” (1 
Corinthians 6:19–20). Then comes the command: “Flee fornication.” Salvation by grace 
does not turn sexual sin into a harmless recreation. The body belongs to the Lord, and what 
a believer does with it matters. 

Notice how little ambiguity the Holy Ghost leaves. He does not say, “Manage fornication 
carefully.” He does not say, “Remain close enough to understand it culturally.” He does not 
say, “Test your maturity by seeing how much exposure you can withstand.” He says flee. The 
verb has legs in it. It assumes distance is wisdom. Flesh, of course, prefers a theological 
symposium on exactly how near a man can stand to sexual sin without technically crossing 
a line. God apparently did not receive the invitation to that symposium. He had already 
written the answer. If the building is on fire, the man measuring how hot each room has 
become may be very analytical, but the fellow heading toward the exit is more likely to keep 
his eyebrows. 

Sexual temptation is particularly dangerous because God has created sexual desire for a 
lawful place, and the flesh tries to detach desire from God’s boundaries. Hebrews 13:4 
says, “Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and 
adulterers God will judge.” God is not anti-marriage, anti-body, or anti-pleasure. He 
establishes the boundary within which the gift is clean. Satan and the flesh specialize in 
separating gifts from boundaries. The world says desire justifies fulfillment. Scripture says 
desire must answer to God. Hunger does not justify theft, anger does not justify murder, 
and sexual desire does not justify fornication. Appetite is real. Appetite is not lord. 

2. Joseph — Sometimes Victory Leaves a Coat Behind 

Genesis 39 gives one of the clearest pictures of fleeing temptation in the Bible. Joseph was 
a young man, far from home, separated from family oversight, serving in the house of 
Potiphar, and apparently trusted with enormous responsibility. Then Potiphar’s wife “cast 
her eyes upon Joseph; and she said, Lie with me” (Genesis 39:7). Joseph refused and 
immediately put the matter into spiritual perspective: “how then can I do this great 
wickedness, and sin against God?” (Genesis 39:9). He did not call adultery chemistry, 
loneliness, emotional connection, or an unfortunate complication. He called it “great 
wickedness.” Clear language produces clearer decisions. 

The temptation was also repeated. Genesis 39:10 says “she spake to Joseph day by day.” 
This was not one awkward moment. Pressure continued. Joseph responded by refusing “to 
lie by her, or to be with her.” That last phrase is practical wisdom: “or to be with her.” He did 
not merely refuse the final act; he refused unnecessary proximity to the temptation. There 



are people who want victory over the last step while preserving the first twelve. Joseph cut 
off opportunity. He understood that avoiding the compromising situation was not weakness 
but wisdom. You do not prove you are fireproof by sleeping beside the furnace. 

Finally came the moment when she “caught him by his garment, saying, Lie with me.” 
Joseph “left his garment in her hand, and fled, and got him out” (Genesis 39:12). His coat 
stayed; his character left intact. Modern vanity might have stopped to retrieve the garment 
because somebody might misunderstand the situation. Joseph chose purity over 
appearances. Ironically, she used the garment to accuse him falsely anyway. Doing right 
did not spare him immediate suffering; he landed in prison. But prison with a clean 
conscience was better than promotion with adultery on the record. Better to lose a coat, 
job, reputation, opportunity, friendship, or convenience than to keep them by staying where 
God says flee. 

3. “Flee Also Youthful Lusts” — Run From More Than Sexual Sin 

Second Timothy 2:22 broadens the command: “Flee also youthful lusts.” Paul is writing to 
Timothy, his younger fellow-laborer in the ministry. The command therefore applies far 
beyond the obvious temptations of openly immoral men. A preacher can have youthful 
lusts. A serious Bible student can have them. A church worker can have them. Youthful 
lusts can certainly include sexual desires, but they also include the rashness, ambition, 
pride, argumentative spirit, desire for recognition, impatience, and impulsive appetites that 
easily accompany youth. The flesh does not become sanctified because it carries a Bible to 
the pulpit. Pride in a preacher’s suit is still pride; it has simply learned when to say 
“brethren.” 

Paul does not tell Timothy merely what to flee. He says, “but follow righteousness, faith, 
charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart.” Biblical separation has 
two directions. Flee something; follow something. Run away from corruption and toward 
righteousness. Leave bad company and seek clean fellowship. Remove corrupt input and 
fill the mind with Scripture. Stop the sinful routine and establish a righteous one. Nature 
may hate a vacuum, and the old nature loves one because it views empty space as 
available property. Merely quitting one activity without replacing it with obedience often 
leaves the door unlocked for another form of the same appetite. 

This is where biblical separation differs from empty asceticism. God is not calling the 
Christian to a sterile life in which he congratulates himself for touching nothing. He is 
calling him to active righteousness. Timothy must pursue faith, charity, and peace “with 
them” who call upon God from a pure heart. The right companions matter. Proverbs 13:20 
says, “He that walketh with wise men shall be wise: but a companion of fools shall be 



destroyed.” If every close companion encourages what you claim to be trying to escape, do 
not act puzzled when escape remains difficult. A man cannot spend every evening in the 
chicken coop and complain that feathers keep appearing on his clothes. 

4. Make No Provision — Stop Scheduling Temptation 

Romans 13:14 says, “put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, 
to fulfil the lusts thereof.” Provision is preparation. You stock provisions before a trip 
because you expect to need them. So when a believer maintains the conditions in which a 
particular sin regularly flourishes, he is making provision whether he uses religious 
language for it or not. The flesh pays close attention to what is kept available. It remembers 
which door is unlocked, which hour is unguarded, which conversation is private, which 
resentment is rehearsed, which screen is unrestricted, and which relationship operates 
outside ordinary accountability. 

A man who repeatedly falls into the same sin should stop treating the surrounding 
conditions as sacred property. If late-night isolation feeds temptation, change the 
schedule. If a specific route passes the old haunt, change the route. If private messaging 
sustains an improper attachment, end the private messaging. If easy access to money 
fuels secret spending, change the access. If certain entertainment poisons the 
imagination, turn it off. If one person repeatedly draws you toward rebellion, stop calling 
continued closeness “ministry” when the actual fruit is compromise. Jesus said, “by their 
fruits ye shall know them” (Matthew 7:20). Results have a way of interrupting excuses. 

The flesh will always object that such measures are extreme. That is because the flesh 
regards anything interfering with its supper as fanaticism. Jesus used deliberately severe 
imagery in Matthew 5 when He spoke of plucking out a right eye or cutting off a right hand 
rather than allowing sin to master conduct. The passage is not an instruction for bodily 
mutilation; mutilation would not cure the heart anyway. The force is unmistakable: deal 
radically with what causes stumbling. If preserving convenience means preserving access 
to sin, convenience is too expensive. Better an inconvenient holy life than a convenient 
wreck. 

5. End the Conversation Before the Flesh Becomes Counsel for the Defense 

The flesh loves prolonged negotiation because time allows desire to manufacture 
arguments. Eve remained in conversation with the serpent, and before long the tree 
forbidden by God was “good for food,” “pleasant to the eyes,” and “desired to make one 
wise” (Genesis 3:6). Satan changed none of the fruit. He changed how Eve was looking at it. 
That is what prolonged temptation does. The longer a forbidden thing is mentally handled, 



the more attractive the flesh can make it appear. Imagination is an excellent salesman and 
a terrible theologian. 

David provides another example. From the rooftop he saw Bathsheba. The sight did not 
force adultery. He could have turned away. Instead “David sent and enquired after the 
woman” (2 Samuel 11:3). Information came back plainly identifying her as “the wife of 
Uriah the Hittite.” That should have ended the matter. Instead he sent messengers and took 
her. Every additional step was another opportunity to stop, yet every step also made 
stopping less likely because desire had been given more room. The best place to stop a 
train is before it gains speed. Waiting until lust is running downhill with forty loaded cars 
behind it is a poor strategy. 

That is why some conversations simply need to end. Not improved, moderated, 
spiritualized, or endlessly clarified—ended. If somebody is drawing you into gossip, leave 
the conversation. If flirtation is developing where no such relationship belongs, shut it 
down. If somebody keeps baiting anger, refuse the exchange. If an online conversation is 
turning impure, close it. The flesh will whisper that abruptly ending things may seem rude. 
Better to appear rude for five minutes than foolish for five years. Proverbs 4:15 says of the 
path of the wicked, “Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away.” God managed to fit 
an impressive amount of distance into one verse. 

6. Boundaries Are Useless Unless You Refuse to Move Them 

Boundaries are biblical only when they protect obedience rather than provide a measuring 
tape for compromise. A boundary that gets moved every time desire complains is not a 
boundary; it is movable furniture. Daniel “purposed in his heart that he would not defile 
himself” (Daniel 1:8). Notice when he purposed it—before the repeated pressure of 
Babylon had years to work on him. Convictions established before temptation are easier to 
obey than convictions invented halfway through surrender. Soldiers dig defensive positions 
before the artillery starts falling. 

Boundaries may involve refusing private situations that create unnecessary vulnerability. 
Joseph’s example is again instructive because Genesis 39:10 says he refused not only “to 
lie by her,” but “to be with her.” Wisdom recognizes that nobody becomes more spiritual by 
manufacturing avoidable temptation. A married person does not strengthen marriage by 
nurturing private emotional intimacy with someone else. A man struggling with alcohol 
does not need to prove maturity by becoming the tavern’s unofficial chaplain every 
evening. A person battling covetousness need not spend every spare hour touring the 
world’s display windows. There is no medal in Heaven for unnecessary exposure. 



But boundaries must be established by biblical wisdom rather than Pharisaical boasting. 
Separation can itself become a source of pride if a man begins measuring holiness by his 
rules rather than God’s word. Colossians 2 warns against man-made ordinances that have 
“a shew of wisdom” but cannot conquer fleshly indulgence (Colossians 2:20–23). The 
purpose of practical boundaries is not to earn righteousness, impress others, or invent 
universal commandments where Scripture did not. The purpose is to obey God wisely in 
areas where you know your flesh is vulnerable. A fence around a cliff is useful. Worshipping 
the fence is not. 

7. The Way of Escape Often Has a Door Handle 

First Corinthians 10:13 promises, “God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted 
above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may 
be able to bear it.” The promise is glorious, but notice what it does not say. It does not say 
God will remove every tempting object from the planet, suspend the old nature, or send 
angels to physically drag a believer away from foolishness. He provides “a way to escape.” 
An escape route is only useful when somebody uses it. A fire exit does not help a man 
determined to remain beside the curtains explaining why the flames are probably 
manageable. 

Sometimes that escape is surprisingly ordinary. It is the opportunity to say no before the 
second drink. The ability to leave the room. The option to close the browser. The chance to 
end the call. The wisdom to refuse the invitation. The conviction to delete the contact. The 
decision to change the route. The humility to tell a mature believer what has been 
happening. The common sense to avoid being alone in the situation where previous falls 
occurred. Flesh wants deliverance to arrive with thunder because ordinary obedience 
leaves too little room for drama. God often provides a doorknob. 

And when God provides the exit, take it early. Do not wait until desire has moved from 
suggestion to negotiation, from negotiation to imagination, and from imagination to 
planning. Proverbs 22:3 says, “A prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself: but 
the simple pass on, and are punished.” Prudence sees trouble ahead and changes course. 
Simplicity keeps walking because technically nothing bad has happened yet. That 
sentence could serve as the epitaph for a mountain of preventable wreckage: “Nothing had 
happened yet.” Wisdom does not require disaster as proof. 

Conclusion 

Fleeing temptation is not cowardice. It is obedience. Joseph ran because he feared God 
more than he feared looking foolish. Paul told the Corinthians, “Flee fornication.” He told 
Timothy, “Flee also youthful lusts.” Proverbs says avoid the wicked path, do not enter it, 



turn from it, and pass away. Romans says make no provision for the flesh. Scripture 
apparently never received the modern memo that spiritual maturity means keeping every 
possible temptation within arm’s reach so a Christian can demonstrate self-confidence. 
The Bible’s method is less glamorous and more effective: do not feed what wants to eat 
you. 

There comes a point when another prayer is not the next act of obedience because God 
has already answered with a command. A man standing in an adulterous situation does not 
need to pray for twenty minutes about whether adultery is wrong. A person staring at 
pornography does not need fresh revelation about whether he should close it. A gossip 
does not need to seek God’s will about ending the conversation. A bitter Christian does not 
need a sign from Heaven before refusing another hour of rehearsal. Prayer is not a 
substitute for obedience. “Lord, deliver me” becomes hollow when your other hand is 
holding the door open for the thing you claim to want removed. 

So cut off the occasion before the occasion cuts down the testimony. End the 
compromising conversation. Avoid the address. Change the routine. Establish the 
boundary while judgment is clear. Remove the provision. Refuse private arrangements that 
repeatedly produce the same temptation. Leave the coat if necessary. Let somebody 
misunderstand your exit rather than God condemn your compromise. The flesh loves 
lengthy negotiations because every extra minute gives it another chance to become 
counsel for the defense. Do not give it the floor. When God says resist, stand. When God 
says flee, run. And if the exit has a door handle, quit praying for wings and use the handle. 

 

 

10 of 10 — Temptation — The Way of Escape: God Never Leaves His Child Without an 
Exit 

Key Passage: “There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but 
God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with 
the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.” (1 Corinthians 
10:13) 

The series ends where Scripture places the believer’s confidence—not in the strength of 
the flesh, not in personality, not in willpower, and certainly not in the fantasy that mature 
Christians eventually stop being tempted. Paul says, “God is faithful.” That is the anchor. 
Temptation changes forms, circumstances change, appetites differ, pressures rise and fall, 
and the old nature remains thoroughly untrustworthy, but God does not change. First 
Corinthians 10:13 does not promise a temptation-free Christian life. It promises that no 



temptation arrives as an irresistible sovereign power before which the believer has no 
choice but to surrender. God never looks down afterward and says, “I suppose there really 
was nothing you could have done.” With the temptation He makes “a way to escape.” There 
is an exit somewhere. The trouble is that flesh often studies the bait while standing with its 
back to the door. 

The immediate context makes the warning stronger. Paul has just taken the Corinthians 
through Israel’s failures in the wilderness: lust, idolatry, fornication, tempting Christ, and 
murmuring. “Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples,” he says, “and they 
are written for our admonition” (1 Corinthians 10:11). Israel’s national history under Moses 
is not the Church Age doctrinal position of the body of Christ, and the two must never be 
confused. Yet Paul himself makes legitimate application from their failures to believers at 
Corinth. Then comes the warning: “Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed 
lest he fall” (1 Corinthians 10:12). Verse 13 follows immediately. The way of escape is 
promised to people who have first been told to quit admiring their own balance. God is 
faithful. Flesh is not. That arrangement should determine where confidence is placed. 

The exit is often available long before temptation reaches maximum pressure. Sometimes 
the escape was the invitation you could have declined yesterday, the number you could 
have deleted last month, the route you did not need to drive, the room you did not need to 
enter, the screen you could have turned off at the first warning, or the conversation you 
could have ended before the flesh appointed itself chairman. Christians sometimes 
imagine “the way of escape” as a supernatural door appearing after they have deliberately 
walked seventeen rooms deeper into temptation. God is merciful, but Scripture is not 
encouraging foolish tourism. The safest escape may be the first one. A fire exit works best 
before the hallway is filled with smoke. 

1. “God Is Faithful” — Victory Begins With the Right Confidence 

Paul does not say, “You are faithful.” He says, “God is faithful.” That is not accidental. The 
man who thinks he is immune to a particular sin is already standing in dangerous territory. 
Peter told the Lord, “Though all men shall be offended because of thee, yet will I never be 
offended” (Matthew 26:33). Before the rooster finished its assignment, Peter had denied 
Christ three times. Self-confidence has buried plenty of testimonies. The flesh loves to brag 
before battle because bragging requires no obedience. First Corinthians 10:12 therefore 
says, “let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.” Notice the danger is not 
merely falling. It begins with “thinketh he standeth.” Pride often reaches the cliff before the 
feet do. 



God’s faithfulness means He never abandons His child inside temptation. Hebrews 13:5 
says, “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” The believer has the indwelling Holy Spirit, 
the written word, access to the throne of grace, and a living High Priest. He is not fighting 
with whatever scraps of human determination remain after a tiring day. Romans 8:9 says 
the believer possesses the Spirit of God, and Galatians 5:16 commands, “Walk in the Spirit, 
and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.” The flesh remains present, but it does not have 
to be obeyed. Temptation may shout loudly, but volume does not equal authority. A barking 
dog behind a fence can make plenty of noise without owning the property. 

This faithfulness of God also destroys the excuse that a temptation was uniquely 
impossible. Paul says, “There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to 
man.” Satan wants every tempted believer to imagine that nobody has ever faced this exact 
pressure, felt this strong an appetite, experienced this loneliness, carried this anger, had 
this opportunity, or endured this particular combination of circumstances. Isolation makes 
surrender feel inevitable. Scripture says the opposite. The packaging may be personal, but 
the merchandise is old. Lust, pride, greed, bitterness, fear, envy, anger, sexual impurity, 
drunkenness, covetousness, and self-exaltation have been circulating since men began 
sinning. Your temptation may know your name. It is still not new to God. 

2. The Written Word — God Put a Sword in Your Hand 

When Jesus Christ met Satan in the wilderness, His repeated answer was “It is written” 
(Matthew 4:4, 7, 10). The believer should notice what the Lord did not do. He did not 
negotiate, speculate, explore Satan’s perspective, or ask whether the offer contained any 
useful insights. He answered with the written word. Ephesians 6:17 calls Scripture “the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.” A sword is not a decorative object for Sunday 
display. It is a weapon. Temptation attacks the mind with lies; Scripture answers with truth. 
Lust says, “You need this.” Scripture says, “Flee fornication” (1 Corinthians 6:18). 
Bitterness says, “Keep the debt.” Scripture says, “forgiving one another” (Ephesians 4:32). 
Pride says, “Exalt yourself.” Scripture says, “God resisteth the proud” (James 4:6). 

But a sword left in the scabbard during battle is mostly ornamental. Psalm 119:11 says, 
“Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.” Scripture must be 
known before it can be remembered at the right moment. A believer who waits until 
temptation has already become an inferno before deciding to learn what God says is 
loading ammunition after the enemy has crossed the wall. That is why regular Bible reading 
is not religious decoration. Verses placed into the mind during quiet hours become 
weapons during violent ones. The Holy Spirit can bring truth to remembrance, but He is not 
responsible for reminding you of chapters you never bothered to learn. 



The word also exposes counterfeit reasoning. Hebrews 4:12 says it is “a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart.” Flesh can construct persuasive arguments for sin. It can 
make covetousness sound like prudence, bitterness sound like justice, pride sound like 
conviction, lust sound like love, compromise sound like compassion, and cowardice sound 
like wisdom. Then Scripture walks in and turns on the lights. A verse can puncture ten 
pages of excuses. That is why flesh avoids Bible reading while temptation is growing. It 
does not want an outside authority entering the meeting. The Book has an annoying habit of 
interrupting unanimous votes held by appetite. 

3. Prayer and Watchfulness — Do Not Sleep Through the Attack 

Jesus told His disciples in Gethsemane, “Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: 
the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak” (Matthew 26:41). Notice the pairing: watch 
and pray. Prayer without watchfulness can become vague religious language disconnected 
from practical obedience. Watchfulness without prayer can turn into self-reliance. Christ 
joins them. Pray because you need God. Watch because danger is real. A sentry who prays 
with his eyes closed while the enemy walks through the gate has misunderstood at least 
half his assignment. 

Prayer puts dependence where it belongs. Hebrews 4:16 tells believers to “come boldly 
unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.” 
Temptation is a time of need. The believer should pray before temptation, during 
temptation, and after victory rather than treating prayer like an emergency telephone used 
only after the building is on fire. Pray specifically. Ask for wisdom. Ask for strength to obey 
what Scripture already says. Ask for a clean mind. Ask God to expose the lie in the bait. Ask 
Him to redirect attention before desire grows roots. Prayer is not magic language; it is 
dependence upon the living God. 

Watchfulness means learning the enemy’s usual roads. Peter says, “Be sober, be vigilant; 
because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may 
devour” (1 Peter 5:8). A vigilant man notices patterns. When am I weakest? What 
circumstances repeatedly precede the same fall? What conversation changes my thinking? 
What hour, place, device, companion, resentment, fatigue, success, loneliness, or 
frustration lowers the guard? You do not need a psychology degree to notice that you keep 
tripping over the same root. Eventually wisdom suggests walking around the tree. 

4. Walk in the Spirit — Stop Asking Flesh to Defeat Flesh 

Galatians 5:16 gives one of the clearest promises in the Christian life: “Walk in the Spirit, 
and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.” Paul does not say the believer will cease 
possessing flesh. He says he need not fulfil its lust. The old nature remains corrupt until the 



believer is finally delivered from the presence of sin, but it does not have to control present 
conduct. Romans 6:12 says, “Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should 
obey it in the lusts thereof.” Sin may campaign for the throne. The Christian does not have 
to vote for it. 

Walking in the Spirit is not mystical fog. Galatians immediately contrasts “the works of the 
flesh” with “the fruit of the Spirit” (Galatians 5:19–23). Flesh produces adultery, fornication, 
uncleanness, idolatry, hatred, wrath, strife, envyings, drunkenness, and the rest of that ugly 
family. The Spirit produces love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, and temperance. Temperance alone destroys much modern nonsense. It 
means appetites do not rule the man. The world says freedom means doing whatever 
desire demands. Scripture says a man ruled by desire is not free; he has merely changed 
masters and chosen one with terrible wages. 

A believer cannot defeat flesh by feeding flesh and then demanding that flesh become 
cooperative. Romans 13:14 says, “make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts 
thereof.” If you want the Spirit’s control, stop stocking the pantry of the old man. Do not 
spend six days filling the imagination with garbage and then expect one hour of church to 
bleach it white. Do not nourish envy by comparison, lust by images, anger by rehearsal, 
pride by applause, and greed by fantasy, then complain that temptation seems strong. Of 
course it seems strong. You have been buying groceries for it. 

5. Separation and Wisdom — Sometimes the Exit Is Distance 

Second Timothy 2:22 says, “Flee also youthful lusts.” First Corinthians 6:18 says, “Flee 
fornication.” Proverbs 4:15 says of the path of wickedness, “Avoid it, pass not by it, turn 
from it, and pass away.” Scripture apparently assumes that distance can be holy. Modern 
flesh, naturally, prefers to call distance fear because staying close keeps more options 
available. But Joseph did not stay in the room with Potiphar’s wife to prove that he 
possessed mature self-control. “He left his garment in her hand, and fled, and got him out” 
(Genesis 39:12). God records that as righteousness, not cowardice. 

Wisdom therefore removes unnecessary opportunity. Proverbs 22:3 says, “A prudent man 
foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself: but the simple pass on, and are punished.” Prudence 
looks ahead. Simplicity waits for disaster to become undeniable. If a certain relationship 
repeatedly produces compromise, distance may be wisdom. If a certain place awakens an 
old appetite, avoid it. If a certain application, account, website, entertainment source, or 
private habit repeatedly supplies the same temptation, cut access. A man who knows 
where the snake lives does not prove courage by sleeping beside the hole. 



Separation must be biblical rather than Pharisaical. God does not authorize believers to 
invent universal sins out of personal preference or boast about fences as though fences 
themselves produced holiness. But practical boundaries can protect obedience. The issue 
is not earning righteousness; the believer is already accepted in Christ. The issue is 
refusing unnecessary provision for known weakness. A fence beside a cliff does not save 
the soul. It may keep a fool from tumbling off the edge. That is usefulness enough. 

6. Godly Fellowship — Stop Fighting Every Battle in a Locked Room 

Second Timothy 2:22 does not stop with “flee youthful lusts.” Paul continues: “but follow 
righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart.” 
There is corporate wisdom in that phrase, “with them.” Christianity is not designed as a 
private religion conducted entirely between one isolated believer and his own thoughts. 
God gave the local church, fellowship, brethren, preaching, teaching, exhortation, and 
mutual care. Hebrews 10:24 speaks of provoking “one another unto love and to good 
works.” Sometimes part of the way of escape is refusing to remain isolated where secret sin 
grows comfortably. 

James 5:16 says, “Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another.” That verse 
is not permission for theatrical public confession of every private detail, nor does it create a 
priesthood between the believer and Christ. But it does destroy the pride that insists 
nobody trustworthy must ever know where help is needed. A mature Christian brother or 
sister can pray, warn, ask hard questions, and help remove opportunity. Secrecy is a 
greenhouse for certain sins. Light makes them less impressive. 

Fellowship must also be chosen wisely. First Corinthians 15:33 says, “Evil communications 
corrupt good manners.” A Christian who spends most of his intimate time around people 
who laugh at holiness, normalize lust, celebrate drunkenness, mock marriage, worship 
money, and treat Scripture like an outdated museum piece should not act puzzled when 
his resistance weakens. The old man does not need a support group. Find people who 
make obedience easier rather than compromise fashionable. A drowning man has enough 
problems without selecting swimming instructors who collect anchors. 

7. Immediate Obedience — Use the Exit Before the Smoke Fills the Hall 

First Corinthians 10:13 says God “will with the temptation also make a way to escape.” The 
promise does not say the believer may ignore the first five exits and demand a sixth one 
later under easier conditions. God may graciously provide repeated opportunities to turn, 
but Scripture never tells us to test how many will remain. When the escape appears, take it. 
The earliest exit is usually the cleanest. Temptation grows stronger through attention, 
imagination, delay, and provision. Kill the conversation while it is still short. 



Immediate obedience is wonderfully unglamorous. Turn off the screen. Leave the room. 
Decline the invitation. Delete the number. End the private conversation. Change the route. 
Refuse the purchase. Shut the cabinet. Walk away from the argument. Open the Bible. Pray 
before another minute passes. Flesh dislikes simple obedience because simple obedience 
leaves little room for heroic drama. It would rather spend forty-five minutes discussing 
deliverance than ten seconds walking through the open door. God often answers a 
complicated temptation with a very ordinary doorknob. 

And do not preserve a secret return route. Romans 13:14 says, “make not provision for the 
flesh.” If you remove an occasion today but secretly keep the password, contact, backup 
account, bottle, hidden file, private meeting place, cherished fantasy, or emotional 
attachment for tomorrow, you have not completely left. Lot’s wife left Sodom physically 
and still looked back. Different historical setting, different judgment, but an unforgettable 
picture: the body can move away while affection remains behind. The safest exit is one you 
actually intend to use. 

Conclusion 

The whole doctrine of temptation returns to the faithfulness of God. The devil can bait. The 
world can advertise. The flesh can hunger. Desire can speak loudly. Opportunity can 
appear suddenly. But “God is faithful.” He has given His child Scripture, prayer, the 
indwelling Spirit, wisdom, watchfulness, fellowship, commands to separate, commands to 
flee, and the promise of a way of escape. The Christian is not abandoned inside a locked 
room with sin holding the only key. The door exists. Sometimes it has been standing open 
since before the temptation entered. 

The tragedy is that men often prefer the bait to the exit. They ask for deliverance while 
keeping provision. They pray for strength while refusing separation. They complain that 
temptation is overwhelming while rehearsing it in imagination. They quote First Corinthians 
10:13 and walk past the very escape God provided because the exit costs convenience, 
pride, pleasure, companionship, or secrecy. Then they speak as though God failed. No. 
God was faithful. The man simply wanted an escape route that allowed him to carry the 
temptation out with him as luggage. 

So end this series with the words God chose: “God is faithful.” When temptation comes, 
believe the Book before the appetite. Pray before the flesh finishes its speech. Watch 
before opportunity becomes routine. Walk in the Spirit. Separate from what repeatedly 
feeds the old nature. Seek clean fellowship. Make no provision for the flesh. Obey quickly. 
And when God shows the exit, use it. Do not stand in a burning room asking for a revelation 



about fire safety while the EXIT sign is glowing over the door. God provides the way. The 
Christian still has to walk through it. 

 

 

Conclusion — Temptation: The Bait, the Hook, and the Way of Escape 

Temptation is not mysterious once the Bible turns the light on it. James gives the whole 
process in a few devastating words: “every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his 
own lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it 
is finished, bringeth forth death” (James 1:14–15). There is the bait, the appetite, the pull, 
the consent, the conception, the birth, and the graveyard. Men spend years inventing 
complicated explanations for what God explained in two verses. The devil lies. The world 
advertises. The flesh wants. The will consents. Sin grows. Consequences arrive. You can 
put a university vocabulary around it, decorate it with modern terminology, and hold a 
conference to discuss its “complexities,” but when the smoke clears, James is still standing 
there with the same sentence. God is not confused about why men sin. Men get confused 
when they want an explanation that leaves them less guilty. 

The first great lesson of this series has been that temptation itself is not sin. Jesus Christ 
“was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin” (Hebrews 4:15). That one verse 
destroys the notion that every unwanted thought, sudden attraction, passing impulse, or 
external solicitation makes a believer guilty merely because it appeared. Temptation may 
knock. The issue is whether you open the door. A thought may cross the mind. The issue is 
whether you invite it back, pour it coffee, and give it the best chair in the house. There is a 
difference between noticing and nurturing, between hearing and agreeing, between being 
approached and surrendering. The devil wants a tender Christian condemning himself for 
being tempted while he wants a careless Christian excusing himself after he has 
entertained the thing for an hour. Scripture refuses both errors. Temptation speaks. Sin 
answers. 

We have also seen that the flesh cannot keep blaming everybody else. Satan is real, 
dangerous, subtle, and experienced. The world is corrupt and knows exactly how to paint 
poison until it looks like candy. But James says a man is “drawn away of his own lust.” There 
is the old nature standing in the witness box with nowhere left to hide. Adam blamed Eve. 
Eve blamed the serpent. Fallen man has been passing the buck ever since, and the buck 
still lands on the same desk. Satan may bait the hook, but flesh supplies the appetite. The 
world may stock the shelves, but nobody forces the hand to reach. Circumstances may put 
temptation nearby, but they do not manufacture obedience to it. The man who wants 



victory has to stop giving his old nature an alibi. Confession begins where excuse-making 
ends. 

The devil’s tackle box has not improved much since Genesis because it has not needed to. 
“Yea, hath God said?” (Genesis 3:1) still catches plenty of fish. Question what God said. 
Soften the warning. Magnify the pleasure. Hide the price. Promise advancement. Suggest 
that God is keeping something good away. That was the sales pitch in Eden, and the 
commercials still run. Satan shows the fruit, not the funeral. He shows the thrill, not the 
chains. He shows the money, not the ruined name. He shows the embrace, not the broken 
home. He shows the applause, not the pride that eats a man hollow. Sin always has fine 
print, and the devil makes sure the flesh does not read it until after the signature is dry. 
God, on the other hand, puts the warning in large letters because God tells the truth before 
the purchase. 

The world then adds pressure by making rebellion look normal. “Love not the world, neither 
the things that are in the world” (1 John 2:15). John identifies the stock in trade: “the lust of 
the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life” (1 John 2:16). Three shelves, and 
nearly every temptation in human history fits somewhere on them. Appetite, possession, 
exaltation. The labels change. The merchandise does not. Modern man has not invented 
new sins; he has invented faster delivery. The world can put lust in a pocket-sized screen, 
pride in a follower count, covetousness in a shopping cart, bitterness in a comment thread, 
and envy in a constant parade of other people’s lives. But Cain hated before electricity, 
Achan coveted before advertising agencies, and David lusted before the internet. 
Technology gives the old man new toys. It does not give him a new nature. 

Then comes the critical point of consent. Lust is drawn away and enticed, and then “lust 
hath conceived” (James 1:15). Conception is hidden. Birth becomes visible. That is why so 
many public falls look sudden to everybody except God. The church sees the scandal. God 
saw the secret rehearsal. The family sees the explosion. God saw the fuse burning in 
private. David’s adultery had a history before Bathsheba entered the palace. Achan’s theft 
had a history before the garment went underground. Judas’s betrayal had a history before 
the kiss. Sin usually practices backstage before stepping onto the platform. The body 
eventually performs what the heart has been rehearsing. A man who repeatedly feeds an 
imagination should not act stunned when his hands eventually apply for the job. 

Repeated surrender then does what repeated practice always does: it makes the next act 
easier. Romans 6:16 says, “to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye 
are to whom ye obey.” Yielding becomes obedience, obedience becomes pattern, pattern 
becomes bondage. The first lie may make a man sweat. The fiftieth barely slows him down. 
The first dirty look may stab the conscience. Later the eyes start hunting for it. The first 



angry outburst may shock the household. After enough repetition, everybody learns when 
to leave the room. Sin trains. The flesh learns schedules. The conscience can be dulled. 
The warning light can be smashed. And when the alarm stops sounding, the fool says, 
“See? It doesn’t bother me anymore.” No, the fire did not become safer. You broke the 
detector. 

That is why Christians have to be careful with the word “struggle.” There is real struggle 
between flesh and Spirit. Galatians 5:17 says so plainly. But resistance is part of struggle. A 
man cannot keep feeding the sin, preserving access, scheduling the opportunity, protecting 
secrecy, refusing separation, and then call the whole thing a struggle merely because he 
feels sorry afterward. Regret is not the same thing as resistance. A soldier who supplies 
ammunition to the enemy every evening has no right to complain that the enemy remains 
well armed. Romans 13:14 says, “make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts 
thereof.” Stop stocking what you claim you want starved. The old man cannot eat a meal 
you quit cooking. 

And the end of sin must never be forgotten. James says, “sin, when it is finished, bringeth 
forth death.” The flesh likes the first chapter and hates the last one. David was forgiven, but 
the sword entered his house. Samson was used of God, but he still ground in prison 
without his eyes. Achan admired a garment and ended under stones. Judas counted silver 
and ended in despair. Sin does not have to take a man to hell to wreck years of earthly 
usefulness. A saved believer is eternally secure in Jesus Christ, sealed unto the day of 
redemption, and kept by the finished work of the Saviour. But eternal security does not 
cancel sowing and reaping. Salvation keeps the Christian out of hell. It does not make him 
immune to a ruined testimony, broken trust, chastening, damaged relationships, physical 
consequences, lost opportunities, or tears that could have been avoided. 

Grace therefore is not a license to play in traffic. Hebrews says, “whom the Lord loveth he 
chasteneth” (Hebrews 12:6). The Father does not stop being a Father because His child 
behaves like a fool. Chastening proves relationship; it does not deny it. First Corinthians 11 
shows believers under such serious chastening that some were weak, some sickly, and 
some slept. Yet Paul says they were chastened “that we should not be condemned with the 
world” (1 Corinthians 11:32). There is the distinction. They were God’s. They were also 
corrected by God. The doctrine of eternal security should produce gratitude and holiness, 
not carnal swagger. The man who turns grace into permission has not understood grace; he 
has merely discovered another excuse for the flesh. 

But this series was never meant to leave the believer staring at the hook with no answer. 
Jesus Christ faced the tempter in the wilderness and answered with three words that still 
carry more authority than all the devil’s arguments combined: “It is written” (Matthew 4:4, 



7, 10). Christ did not bargain with Satan. He did not ask whether the offer had some good 
points. He did not experiment with one small compromise. He answered with Scripture. 
The believer needs the same weapon in hand before the battle begins. “Thy word have I hid 
in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee” (Psalm 119:11). Hidden Scripture becomes 
ready Scripture. A Bible learned on quiet mornings becomes a sword during ugly evenings. 
The time to load the rifle is before the wall is breached. 

Prayer must stand beside Scripture, but prayer must not become an excuse for ignoring 
plain obedience. Jesus said, “Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation” (Matthew 
26:41). Watch and pray. A man who prays against temptation while deliberately walking into 
it has only obeyed half the verse and contradicted the other half. Watch the patterns. 
Watch the hours. Watch the people. Watch the rooms. Watch the screen. Watch the 
emotions. Watch what happens before the fall. There is usually a road leading toward 
repeated sin, and eventually wisdom ought to recognize the road sign. God may answer 
your prayer for deliverance by reminding you that you have a steering wheel. 

Sometimes the answer is resistance. Sometimes the answer is flight. “Resist the devil” 
(James 4:7). “Flee fornication” (1 Corinthians 6:18). “Flee also youthful lusts” (2 Timothy 
2:22). Joseph left his garment and kept his character. That man knew something a lot of 
modern Christians keep trying to outsmart: there are temptations you do not beat by 
staying around to prove your spirituality. You beat them by leaving. If the conversation is 
compromising, end it. If the relationship is feeding lust, cut the access. If the place pulls 
you backward, quit visiting it. If the screen is poisoning the mind, shut it off. If the number 
keeps opening the same door, delete it. If bitterness feeds on rehearsal, stop replaying the 
trial every night. There are times when the most spiritual thing a man can do is put distance 
between his feet and the bait. 

And finally, when all the warnings, examples, commands, and consequences have been 
laid out, Scripture gives one of the greatest promises in the entire subject: “God is faithful” 
(1 Corinthians 10:13). That is where hope rests. Not in the faithfulness of flesh. Not in 
personality. Not in willpower. Not in yesterday’s victory. God is faithful. He “will with the 
temptation also make a way to escape.” The exit exists. It may be an open door, an 
unanswered message, a changed route, a remembered verse, a friend you call, a room you 
refuse to enter, an invitation you decline, a screen you turn off, or two legs that finally 
decide to move. God provides the exit. He does not promise to carry a man through it while 
the man clings to the furniture. 

So the whole series comes down to this: temptation is real, the devil is subtle, the world is 
loud, the flesh is corrupt, sin is deceitful, consequences are costly, and God is faithful. The 
Christian who knows those truths is not helpless. He has the Book, the Spirit of God, the 



throne of grace, the fellowship of believers, the command to flee, the command to resist, 
the wisdom to separate, and the promise of an escape. The battle is serious, but it is not 
hopeless. The hook is sharp, but it is not invisible once Scripture exposes it. The bait may 
be attractive, but it is never worth the line attached to it. 

Do not admire the bait. Do not negotiate with the hook. Do not give the flesh a vote God 
never gave it. Do not keep a spare key to the cell you claim to hate. Do not pray for 
deliverance while preserving provision. Do not boast because you have not fallen yet. Do 
not mistake temptation for sin, but do not mistake entertainment of temptation for 
innocence either. Keep the Book open. Keep the heart guarded. Keep the old man starved. 
Keep the exit visible. And when the Spirit of God, the word of God, and plain biblical 
wisdom all point toward the door, quit discussing the architecture and walk through it. 

 

 

 


