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Little Words, Great Doctrine
If, Until, Except, But, And Therefore in the KJV

The devil’s first recorded attack upon mankind was an attack upon the words of God. He
did not arrive in Eden carrying a pitchfork, wearing a red costume, and announcing himself
as the enemy of righteousness. He arrived with a question: “Yea, hath God said?” He
questioned the wording, challenged the meaning, contradicted the warning, and offered
Eve an interpretation more agreeable to the flesh. The method has not changed. Modern
unbelief still begins by treating the words of God as negotiable. The serpent has acquired
degrees, learned to operate publishing companies, and discovered how to pronounce dead
languages, but he is still working from the same outline. Question what God said, revise
what God meant, and convince the listener that obedience to the original wording is
intellectually embarrassing. That is why this series concerns ten little words. Entire
systems of error survive because somebody read the large theological terms, stepped over
the small connecting words, and called the resulting wreckage scholarship.

Jesus Christ said, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out
of the mouth of God.” He did not say every general idea, every devotional impression, every
doctrinal summary, or every concept that survives after a committee has finished
smoothing the edges. He said “every word.” Proverbs 30:5 declares, “Every word of God is
pure,” and Psalm 12 compares those words to silver purified seven times. Inspiration
reaches farther than the obvious words such as God, Christ, blood, salvation, heaven, and
hell. Inspiration includes the conjunctions, conditions, contrasts, exceptions,
explanations, and chronological markers holding those truths together. God inspired the
beams as well as the bricks. A man may admire every brick in a building, but if he removes
the beams because they look small, he will soon be conducting Bible study beneath a pile
of rubble.

The title of this series is not an exaggeration. Little words carry great doctrine because they
govern the relationship between larger statements. The word “if” introduces a condition.
“But” reverses or qualifies what came before it. “And” joins what God intends to remain
connected. “Therefore” announces a conclusion resting upon a previous argument.
“Except” closes every alternate route. “Until” marks a boundary or change in duration. “Yet”
places abiding truth against an apparent contradiction. “Now” identifies present standing,
revelation, or administration. “Then” establishes sequence. “For” supplies a reason or
explanation. None of these words is impressive enough to be embroidered on a seminary
robe, but God can hang a doctrinal system on any one of them. The professor may arrive
carrying four lexicons and a certificate large enough to cover a dining-room table, but if he

steps over “but,” “until,” or “therefore,” the Book has already outrun him in three syllables.



These essays begin with a conviction modern religion cannot tolerate for long: the King
James Bible says exactly what God intended English-speaking people to possess. Its
wording is not raw material waiting for a scholar to rescue it, update it, soften it, or correct
it. Second Timothy 3:16 says, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God.” Scripture means
written words. Inspiration did not evaporate when the original parchments wore out,
leaving every later generation with a theological scavenger hunt. God who inspired His
words was able to preserve them, and the Bible believer does not approach the Book
carrying a red pencil like an inspector called in to repair heaven’s workmanship. He reads
it, compares it, rightly divides it, believes it, and permits it to correct him. The Bible
corrector changes the text whenever it embarrasses his system. The Bible believer changes
his system whenever it contradicts the text. That difference is not small, even when the
disputed word is.

The first word, “if,” exposes the laziness of interpreting every condition as though it
concerned the same subject. When Jesus said, “If ye continue in my word, then are ye my
disciples indeed,” the condition concerns demonstrated discipleship, not the purchase
price of eternal life. When Paul wrote, “If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled,” the
passage must be handled according to its audience, context, and subject rather than
thrown into a religious wash tub with every other conditional statement. Scripture contains
conditions governing fellowship, fruitfulness, testimony, answered prayer, inheritance,
reward, practical sanctification, national blessing, and physical preservation. It also uses
conditional language to expose false profession. The presence of “if” does not authorize a
preacher to suspend a born-again believer over hell by a fraying denominational rope. God
knows the difference between a gift and a wage, salvation and service, sonship and
fellowship. Three letters often reveal whether the expositor knows it.

The word “but” is the Holy Ghost’s turning blade. It places mercy against wrath, grace
against sin, divine action against human ruin, and spiritual reality against religious
appearance. Man is dead in trespasses and sins, “But God” is rich in mercy. The wages of
sin is death, “but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Some of the
greatest reversals in Scripture turn upon those three letters. Man presents guilt; God
answers with grace. Religion presents works; God answers with the cross. The flesh
announces defeat; God points to the Spirit. The world issues its verdict; God overrules the
court. A theologian can preach for forty minutes from the first half of a sentence, construct
a system, publish the notes, and train three generations to repeat it. Then one inspired
“but” walks into the room and the whole system begins looking for an emergency exit.

“And” is the inspired nail joining truths men habitually tear apart. Jesus Christ is “full of
grace and truth.” Worship must be “in spirit and in truth.” The gospel declares that Christ



died for our sins, was buried, and rose again. God does not offer these truths on a religious
buffet where a man may select grace while leaving truth beneath the sneeze guard. The
conjunction joins what belongs together without making every joined item identical. Faith
and works can appear in the same passage without works becoming the means of present-
day justification. Water and Spirit can appear in one conversation without every reference
becoming Church Age regeneration by baptism. Israel and the Church can appearin the
same Bible without becoming the same people. “And” demands connection, but context
determines the nature of that connection. The word guards against two opposite crimes:
tearing apart what God joined and welding together what God divided.

“Therefore” tells the reader that God is about to deliver a conclusion from evidence already
presented. Romans 5:1 does not drop justification by faith from a doctrinal helicopter.
“Therefore being justified by faith” rests upon the argument of Romans 1-4, where Gentile,
moralist, and Jew are declared guilty and Abraham is shown justified by faith apart from
works. Romans 8:1 announces, “There is therefore now no condemnation,” because the
preceding chapters have established Christ’s finished work, the believer’s identification
with Him, and deliverance from the law of sin and death. Romans 12:1 says, “l beseech you
therefore,” because Christian conduct grows out of the mercies expounded in the first
eleven chapters. Doctrine comes before duty. Position comes before practice. Salvation
comes before service. “Therefore” grabs the preacher who begins with the conclusion,
turns him around, and marches him back through the context he hoped nobody would
inspect.

The word “except” locks the door against every religious substitute mankind invents.
“Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” That does not mean
education, reformation, baptism, confirmation, church membership, sincerity, charitable
giving, or family religion may serve as acceptable alternatives. “Except” means the stated
requirement cannot be bypassed. The pope cannot crawl beneath it, the professor cannot
climb over it, and the moralist cannot bribe the Gatekeeper. Yet the word must still be
rightly divided. “Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish” arose within a definite
historical and national warning. “Except the LORD build the house, they labour in vain that
build it” concerns dependence upon God rather than a formula for regeneration. Context
identifies what the exception governs, but once the context has spoken, “except” leaves no
side entrance. Modern religion widens gates with a paint roller; God stations one little word
in the doorway with a sword.

“Until” protects prophetic order. Israel experiences blindness in part “until the fulness of
the Gentiles be come in.” Jerusalem is trodden down “until the times of the Gentiles be
fulfilled.” Heaven receives Christ “until the times of restitution of all things.” The word



establishes a limit, duration, or future alteration in conditions. It prevents replacement
theology from turning Israel’s temporary blindness into eternal abandonment. It prevents
prophecy teachers from extending present conditions beyond the boundary God
established. It also prevents careless readers from assuming that everything before an
“until” must cease afterward in every possible sense. The context decides what changes
and what continues. “Until” is one of God’s mile markers along the prophetic road. A man
may redraw his chart, rename Israel, move the Rapture, bury the Millennium beneath
church history, and declare the kingdom already present, but the marker remains where
God planted it.

“Yet” is faith refusing to surrender the sentence to visible circumstances. Job said, “Though
he slay me, yet will | trust in him.” Habakkuk emptied the farm of figs, grapes, olives, grain,
sheep, and cattle before declaring, “Yet | will rejoice in the LORD.” Christ said, “he that
believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live.” Biblical faith does not pretend the
furnace is cool, the grave is vacant, the crop is plentiful, or the trial painless. Positive
thinking lies about the first clause because it has nothing strong enough for the second.
Faith states the first clause accurately and then introduces God. The body is dead—yet
Christis the resurrection. The field is empty—yet God remains the strength of His people.
The saint is sorrowful—yet always rejoicing. “Yet” is where sight submits its report,
circumstances lose their veto, and God’s promise finishes the sentence.

“Now” is a dispensational alarm clock. Romans 3:21 says, “But now the righteousness of
God without the law is manifested.” Ephesians 2:13 says, “But now in Christ Jesus ye who
sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.” Colossians speaks of a
mystery hidden from ages and generations “but now” made manifest to the saints. The
word does not teach that God changed His character, discovered new information, or
repaired a plan He had not thought through. It marks a change in revelation, standing,
stewardship, or administration. Time past is not the same as the present dispensation, and
the present dispensation is not the same as the ages to come. Noah did not build a
tabernacle. Moses did not preach Jew and Gentile joined in one Body. Paul did not
construct an ark. God never lost track of the schedule; religion did.

“Then” keeps the prophetic events from colliding in the intersection. First Thessalonians 4
says the dead in Christ rise first: “Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up
together with them.” First Corinthians 15 says Christ is the firstfruits, afterward those who
are His rise in their appointed order, and “Then cometh the end.” Matthew 24 moves
through deception, the abomination of desolation, great tribulation, celestial disturbance,
and then the visible appearing of the Son of man. Revelation places the Second Advent
before the Millennium, the Millennium before Satan’s final release, the final rebellion



before the Great White Throne, and the Great White Throne before the new heaven and new
earth. Not every “then” describes an interval of equal length, but every “then” establishes
sequence. When God says afterward, no creed may say beforehand. When God says first,
the seminary does not get to draw lots.

Finally, “for” supplies the inspired reason. “For all have sinned” explains why every sinner
needs God’s righteousness. “For the wages of sin is death” explains the judgment hanging
over Adam’s race. “For by grace are ye saved through faith” explains why human merit is
excluded. “For we are his workmanship” explains why good works follow salvation without
becoming its cause. God does not merely issue declarations; He frequently gives the
argument supporting them. False teachers love conclusions detached from explanations
because detached conclusions can be carried anywhere. The legalist quotes the command
and leaves grace behind. The libertine quotes the gift and abandons good works. The
insecure preacher quotes a warning about reward and applies it to eternal life. “For”
reconnects the wires and turns the lights back on.

The ten words in this series also demonstrate why right division is not optional. A word
derives its doctrinal force from the sentence, passage, speaker, audience, covenant,
dispensation, and subject in which God placed it. “If” in a discipleship passage must not
be dragged into justification. “Except” in a national warning must not automatically
become the Church Age gospel. “Until” in Israel’s prophetic history must not be used to
erase Israel. “Then” in Matthew 24 must not be welded to the mystery revealed through
Paul. Every word is inspired, but every word is not addressed directly to every person in the
same doctrinal sense. Second Timothy 2:15 does not command the workman to blur the
Bible until every distinction disappears. It commands him to rightly divide the word of truth.
A butcher who refuses to make distinctions does not produce a larger steak. He produces a
mess on the floor.

These little words also expose the poverty of paraphrase. When a translator decides to
improve readability by loosening connections, replacing repeated terms, smoothing
doctrinal contrasts, or interpreting instead of translating, he may remove the very hinge
upon which the passage turns. Exact words create exact relationships. A promise tied to a
reason is different from a promise left floating alone. A condition is different from an
unconditional declaration. A contrast is different from an addition. A present revelation is
different from an eternal arrangement. Chronology is different from simultaneity. God did
notinspire a cloud of religious meaning hovering somewhere above the text. He inspired
words that say what they mean and mean what they say. The man who calls precision
“bibliolatry” usually becomes remarkably precise when somebody misquotes his own
book.



The purpose of this series is therefore larger than a study of English grammar. It is a defense
of biblical authority, sound doctrine, dispensational order, and honest reading. These
essays will show how salvation remains by grace through faith, why eternal security
survives conditional passages, how Israel remains distinct from the Church, why prophecy
must follow the order God revealed, how works follow rather than produce salvation, and
why the believer must never build doctrine from a severed phrase. The words may be little,
but the truths they guard are not. A hinge is smaller than a door, a rudder smaller than a
ship, and a trigger smaller than the weapon it fires. Size does not determine consequence.
One neglected word can turn a gospel into bondage, a promise into a threat, a future event
into past history, or Israel into a Gentile denomination with a stolen address.

Open the King James Bible and watch the little words. Read slowly enough to see the
conditions, contrasts, connections, conclusions, exceptions, boundaries, reversals,
present revelations, sequences, and explanations. Do not let a pulpit, creed, commentary,
church tradition, or religious institution train the eye to skip what God chose to preserve.
The Bible does not waste ink. God’s smallest words can expose man’s largest errors
because truth does not require bulk to carry authority. A theologian may own a robe, a
degree, a shelf full of lexicons, and a vocabulary requiring oxygen between syllables, but if
he steps over “if,” “but,” “until,” or “for,” God can hang his entire system on three letters and
leave it swinging in public. Little words carry great doctrine because every word of God is
pure.

1 of 10: Little Words, Great Doctrine — “If”’: The Hinge upon Which the Condition Turns

Key Passage — John 8:31-32: “Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye
continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the
truth shall make you free.”

Introduction

The word “if” is only two letters long, but it can carry a condition heavy enough to sink a
theological system. Men who will spend six years learning how to pronounce dead
languages often trip over living English before breakfast. They read, “If ye continue,” “if ye
keep in memory,” or “if ye continue in the faith,” and immediately announce that a blood-
bought, Spirit-sealed child of God is hanging over hell by the frayed thread of his own
performance. That is not exposition; that is doctrinal panic wearing reading glasses. The
King James Bible uses “if” precisely, but it does not attach the same consequence to every
condition. Sometimes the issue is receiving salvation; sometimes it is enjoying fellowship;



sometimes it is bearing fruit, obtaining an answer to prayer, maintaining a testimony,
receiving an inheritance, or earning a reward. The word remains the same, while the
persons, setting, subject, and promised result determine what the condition governs.

InJohn 8:31, the Lord Jesus Christ did not say, “If ye continue in my word, then are ye born
again indeed.” He said, “then are ye my disciples indeed.” A disciple is a learner and
follower; sonship is a relationship established by birth. Confusing those two things is like
confusing enlistment with advancement because both happen in the same army. The new
birth places a believing sinner into God’s family; continuance proves and develops
discipleship. Scripture can demand endurance from a servant without making Christ’s
finished work depend upon the servant’s stamina. It can condition fruit without
conditioning life, fellowship without conditioning union, and reward without conditioning
redemption. The careless reader sees “if” and reaches for a works-salvation sermon. The
careful reader asks four honest questions: Who is speaking? To whom? Under what
doctrinal arrangement? What exact consequence stands on the other side of the
condition? Until those questions are answered, the preacher has not interpreted the “if”;
he has merely bumped into it.

The Bible is not afraid of conditions. God placed conditions before Israel under covenant,
before sinners hearing the gospel, before disciples called to follow, and before saints
expected to walk worthy of their calling. The problem is not the little word. The problem is
the large amount of theology men pour into it before reading the sentence. A condition
must be allowed to govern exactly what God connected to it—no more and no less. When
God says, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved,” faith is the condition
for the lost sinner. When He says, “If we confess our sins,” confession concerns the
believer’s cleansing and fellowship. When Christ says, “If ye abide in me,” the subjectis
fruitfulness. The divine Author did not misplace His clauses. Every “if” has an address, a
setting, and a consequence, and the Bible believer’s duty is to read the mail before
claiming the contents.

1. “If” Establishes a Condition, but Context Identifies the Condition

The normal force of “if” is straightforward: it introduces a condition upon which a stated
result depends. Exodus 19:5 says to Israel, “Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed,
and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people.” The
“if” governs Israel’s enjoyment of covenant privilege and national standing under the
Mosaic arrangement. Deuteronomy 28 follows the same pattern, setting blessing upon
obedience and chastisement upon disobedience. That is not the gospel of the grace of God
addressed to a Gentile in Ohio; it is Jehovah dealing with a covenant nation at a particular
pointin biblical history. The sentence is plain once its address is respected. Theological



confusion begins when a man steals Israel’s envelope, scratches out Jerusalem, writes his
church’s name across the front, and then wonders why the contents do not match
Ephesians.

Second Chronicles 7:14 provides another familiar example: “If my people, which are called
by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their
wicked ways,” then God promises to hear, forgive, and “heal their land.” The verse concerns
Solomon, the temple, Israel, drought, pestilence, national sin, and the literal land God gave
by covenant. It contains powerful practical truth about humility, prayer, repentance, and
divine mercy, but its doctrinal address is not the Body of Christ seeking a political
renovation package. The Church has no promised Palestinian acreage awaiting agricultural
healing. A preacher may apply the moral principle, but he may not move the deed. “If” does
not float loose in the Bible like a balloon waiting for the nearest sermon to grab its string. It
is fastened to a covenant, a people, a circumstance, and a stated response from God.

The consequence named after the condition is therefore decisive. “If thou shalt confess
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him
from the dead,” ends with “thou shalt be saved” in Romans 10:9. There salvation is plainly
in view. John 15:7 says, “If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye
will, and it shall be done unto you”; there the result is answered prayer in the context of
abiding and fruit. First John 1:9 promises cleansing in family fellowship when believers
confess their sins. The word “if” has not changed meanings; the subject attached to it has
changed. A mechanic who uses the same wrench on different bolts does not pretend every
bolt holds the same part. Only a theologian can see one conditional word in four settings
and insist every passage must be rebuilding the plan of salvation.

2. The Sinner’s “If” Concerns Receiving Christ, Not Keeping Himself Saved

There is a genuine gospel condition for the lost sinner: he must believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ. Acts 16:31 does not tell the jailer to improve his temperament, join a denomination,
survive a probationary period, or become worthy of Calvary. It says, “Believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” Romans 10:9-10 presents that faith openly
confessed: the heart believes “unto righteousness,” and the mouth makes confession
“unto salvation.” The condition is not meritorious labor; it is personal reliance upon the
crucified and risen Saviour. Faith does not help pay the debt. Faith receives the payment
already made. A beggar does not earn bread by opening his hand, and a drowning man
does not boast that he manufactured the lifeboat because he climbed aboard. The gospel
“if” shuts the sinner out of self-righteousness and shuts him up to Jesus Christ.



Once that sinner believes, the New Testament does not leave him under a second “if”
requiring him to maintain what Christ obtained. He is “justified by faith” in Romans 5:1,
“accepted in the beloved” in Ephesians 1:6, sealed “with that holy Spirit of promise” in
Ephesians 1:13, and made complete in Christ in Colossians 2:10. Eternal life is a present
possession, not a monthly subscription renewed by good behavior. The believer has
redemption through Christ’s blood, the forgiveness of sins, and a new standing that rests
upon the faithfulness of God. If salvation could be lost whenever conduct failed, David
would have needed more than restored joy, Peter would have needed to be born again after
the rooster crowed, and every church member would require a revolving door on the family
of God. Christ did not say, “It is started.” He said, “Itis finished.”

This does not make obedience optional or sin harmless. It puts each truth in its appointed
place. A disobedient Christian can lose joy, fellowship, usefulness, testimony, health,
opportunity, inheritance connected with faithful suffering, reward at the Judgment Seat,
and even physical life under divine chastening. He cannot reverse the new birth, unseal the
Holy Spirit, amputate himself from Christ’s body, or make the Son of God die again. First
Corinthians 3:15 says of the man whose work is burned, “he shall suffer loss: but he
himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.” Works burn; the man remains saved. Grace does
not excuse the believer’s carelessness; it ensures that God disciplines him as a son instead
of condemning him as a stranger. The man who uses eternal security as permission to sin
has understood security and forgotten the Judgment Seat.

3. John 8:31 Makes Continuance the Mark of Discipleship, Not the Price of Sonship

The key passage speaks with surgical accuracy: “If ye continue in my word, then are ye my
disciples indeed.” Jesus is addressing Jews who had believed on Him within a chapter filled
with rising conflict, competing claims of spiritual ancestry, and exposure of murderous
unbelief. He does not offer them a vague religious feeling. He places His word before them
and makes continuance the test of genuine discipleship. A disciple “indeed” does more
than nod when the sermon suits him. He remains under Christ’s words when those words
cut across pride, tradition, family religion, and personal appetite. Many will follow a miracle
worker who supplies bread; fewer will continue with a Master who tells them the truth
about their bondage. Fair-weather discipleship is a parade with no battlefield. It looks
impressive until the first shot s fired.

The passage itself distinguishes believing from continuing. Verse 30 says, “many believed
on him.” Verse 31 then addresses “those Jews which believed on him” and adds the
conditional demand for discipleship indeed. Whatever questions arise from the hostile
exchange that follows, Christ’s stated result must not be rewritten. He did not say that
continuance would cause the new birth, purchase justification, or complete an unfinished



atonement. He said it would identify them as disciples indeed and lead them into the
liberating knowledge of truth: “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you
free.” A pupil who refuses the Teacher’s word cannot mature in the Teacher’s doctrine. He
may have made a beginning, heard the truth, or professed belief, but discipleship is
demonstrated by remaining where Christ speaks rather than fleeing when He overturns the
furniture of human pride.

The same distinction appears in Luke 9:23: “If any man will come after me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.” That is a call to discipleship, not an
explanation of justification by faith. Self-denial does not wash away sin; Christ’s blood
does. Cross-bearing does not regenerate the dead spirit; the Holy Ghost does. Yet the
saved person who refuses self-denial will be a poor disciple, a barren servant, and a
workman ashamed before his Lord. Modern religion tries to solve the tension by either
making discipleship the price of salvation or making discipleship unnecessary because
salvation is free. Both errors flatten the Bible. Salvation is free to the sinner because it cost
Christ everything. Discipleship is costly to the saint because following a rejected Saviour
has never been a sightseeing tour.

4. First Corinthians 15:2 Does Not Put Eternal Life on a Memory Lease

First Corinthians 15:1-2 reads, “Moreover, brethren, | declare unto you the gospel which |
preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; By which also ye
are saved, if ye keep in memory what | preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain.”
The passage begins with “brethren,” identifies a gospel already preached and received, and
says they stand in it. Paul then defines that gospel: Christ died for our sins according to the
scriptures, was buried, and rose again the third day according to the scriptures. The
chapter is not teaching that a Christian tumbles into hell because age, illness, or weakness
causes a lapse of memory. If remembering facts were the final keeper of eternal life, the
nursing home would be the lobby of damnation, and salvation would depend upon a
healthy hippocampus instead of a risen Christ.

The expression “believed in vain” must be read in the argument about resurrection. Some
at Corinth were saying “that there is no resurrection of the dead” in verse 12. Paul follows
their denial to its ruinous conclusion: if there is no resurrection, Christ is not risen;
preaching is vain; faith is vain; the apostles are false withesses; believers remain in their
sins; and the dead in Christ are perished. The saving gospel includes the bodily
resurrection. Remove that fact, and the message is not merely incomplete around the
edges; its heart has been torn out. A man can believe religious information sincerely and
still believe in vain if the object and content of his faith are false. Faith has no saving virtue



as a mental exercise. It saves only because it lays hold upon the true Christ who died, was
buried, and rose again.

Keeping Paul’s gospel in memory also preserves its saving message against corruption and
displays the reality of the Corinthians’ stand. The verse does not say, “if ye perform enough
works to remain regenerated,” nor does it say, “unless ye have sinned after believing.” The
danger in the chapter is doctrinal defection from the resurrection Paul preached. Their
present confusion required them to remember the gospel they had received. Paul can
rebuke saints for carnality, division, misuse of gifts, and disorder while still calling them
sanctified in Christ Jesus. The conditional warning has teeth, but the teeth must bite the
error named in the passage. Works-salvation preachers borrow the “if,” leave the
resurrection argument on the shelf, and use the fragment to repossess eternal life. That is
not rightly dividing the word; it is theological grand theft with a pulpit for a getaway car.

5. Colossians 1:23 and Hebrews 3:6 Concern Presentation, Profession, and Testimony

Colossians 1:21-23 says that those once alienated and enemies have now been reconciled
through Christ’s death “to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his
sight: If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled.” The context moves from
reconciliation to presentation. Earlier in the chapter, the saints are already described as
delivered from the power of darkness, translated into the kingdom of God’s dear Son, and
possessing redemption and forgiveness. Paul is not dangling their completed translation
over a trapdoor. He is pressing toward the presentation of reconciled people as grounded,
settled saints who are not moved away from the gospel. Position in Christ is perfect;
presentation in conduct and doctrine may be shameful. The believer’s standing rests upon
Christ, while his state, steadfastness, and coming account demand continuance.
Confusing standing with state is how men turn assurance into fog and responsibility into a
ransom note.

The phrase also exposes profession that never possessed the reality it claimed. Paul does
not flatter every religious mouth that repeats Christian vocabulary. Continuance in the faith
gives evidence that the gospel has been genuinely received rather than temporarily
admired. A seed on stony ground can spring up quickly and still have no root. A professor
may join the congregation, learn the expressions, carry a Bible, and depart as soon as truth
becomes expensive. His departure does not prove that Christ lost one of His members; it
may prove that the man possessed a label rather than life. First John 2:19 says of
apostates, “They went out from us, but they were not of us.” A church roll can record ink
without recording regeneration. Heaven’s records are not edited every time a hypocrite
changes pews.



Hebrews 3:6 says, “Christ as a son over his own house; whose house are we, if we hold fast
the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end.” The epistle addresses
Hebrews and repeatedly draws upon Israel’s wilderness history, priesthood, covenant,
promises, and coming rest. The immediate warning concerns hardening the heart like the
generation that came out of Egypt but failed to enter Canaan through unbelief. Their
carcasses fell in the wilderness; they lost entrance, rest, usefulness, and public
identification with the victorious purpose of God. The text must not be reduced to a bumper
sticker for Gentile Church Age insecurity. Holding fast concerns confidence, confession,
participation, and demonstrated association with the house under Christ. Hebrews
contains severe warnings because apostasy is severe, especially in its Hebrew and
prophetic setting. But a warning must be interpreted, not stuffed into Rome’s salvation
vending machine.

6. Fellowship, Fruit, Prayer, Inheritance, and Reward Carry Their Own Conditions

First John 1:9 declares, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins,
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” John includes himself—“we”—and writes
concerning fellowship with the Father and with His Son. This is family cleansing, not a
sinner repeatedly applying for adoption. Judicially, the believer has forgiveness through
Christ’s blood; practically, his communion is disrupted by unconfessed sin. The Father
does not throw the child out of the family, but neither does He pretend mud on the carpetis
holiness. Confession agrees with God about the sin and brings cleansing because Christ
remains the believer’s advocate. The apostle does not say God is sentimental and forgetful;
he says God is “faithful and just.” Calvary satisfied justice, and the believer approaches on
the ground of that finished provision. Fellowship has an “if” because fellowship can be
broken; union has no such revolving hinge.

John 15 places another condition upon fruit and prayer: “If ye abide in me, and my words
abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will.” Abiding does not make Christ the source of life; it
allows the branch to draw upon that life in fruitful communion. The chapter speaks of fruit,
more fruit, much fruit, cleansing, answered prayer, love, obedience, and joy. A barren
believer may still belong to Christ, but his wasted life faces the Husbandman’s dealings
and the fire that tests Christian work. Prayer divorced from abiding becomes a shopping list
mailed from a rebellious address. Men quote “ask what ye will” as though God sighed a
blank check, then overlook the condition sitting at the front door. Christ’s words must abide
in the petitioner so that the will asking is being shaped by the Word answering.

Romans 8:17 and 2 Timothy 2:12 show conditions connected with inheritance and reigning:
believers are “heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him,” and
“If we suffer, we shall also reign with him.” Birth makes the believer an heir of God; faithful



suffering governs the reward and privilege of reigning with Christ. Second Timothy
immediately adds, “If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself.” The
saint’s unfaithfulness can cost a crown without making Christ dismember His own body. At
the Judgment Seat, wood, hay, and stubble burn, while gold, silver, and precious stones
endure. Grace secures the person; faithfulness affects the portion. The careless Christian
may arrive in heaven saved “so as by fire,” smelling like smoke and carrying nothing but the
ashes of opportunities he once called optional.

7. Every “If” Must Be Rightly Divided before It Is Applied

The safest method is not complicated, though it ruins many complicated sermons. Read
the verse, read the passage, identify the speaker, identify the audience, determine the
dispensation or covenant setting, name the condition, and name the promised or
threatened consequence. Ask whether the subject is national, personal, temporal,
spiritual, physical, practical, or eternal. Ask whether the people addressed are lost sinners,
Israel under the law, professing disciples, members of the Body of Christ, servants awaiting
reward, or saints in a prophetic setting. Then leave the words where God placed them.
Right division is not permission to discard inconvenient verses; it is the discipline of giving
every verse its proper address. A postman who delivers every letter to one house is not
charitable. He is incompetent. So is the preacher who delivers every biblical “if” to the plan
of salvation.

Clear passages governing the believer’s standing must control the interpretation of difficult
conditional passages. The believer is sealed “unto the day of redemption,” already seated
in heavenly places in Christ, made accepted in the beloved, and declared complete in Him.
Christ gives eternal life and says His sheep “shall never perish.” The Holy Spirit baptizes
believers into one body, and nothing in Romans 8 can separate them from the love of God
in Christ Jesus. Therefore, an “if” concerning discipleship, fellowship, fruit, confession,
service, testimony, suffering, inheritance, or reward must not be drafted into a works-
salvation army against those plain declarations. God does not contradict Himself. When an
interpretation makes Christ promise eternal life on one page and repossess it for poor
service on the next, the contradiction belongs to the interpreter, not the Book.

Yet the same rule forbids using eternal security to sand the edge off every warning. God
means what He says about chastening, barrenness, unanswered prayer, public shame,
doctrinal shipwreck, loss of reward, denial of reigning privilege, and premature death.
Some saints in Corinth were weak, sickly, and asleep because they treated the Lord’s table
carelessly. Hymenaeus and Alexander made shipwreck concerning faith. Demas loved this
present world. Salvation by grace does not convert the Judgment Seat into an awards
picnic where everybody receives the same plastic trophy. The blood guarantees the



believer’s destination; it does not sanctify his disobedience. Every “if” that governs
Christian conduct should be preached with its full force, while every “if” falsely used to
deny Christ’s finished work should be driven back into its context with the Bible open.

Conclusion

The little word “if” proves that exact wording matters. God could have written vague
religious mist that allowed every generation to invent its own weather report, but He gave
sentences, clauses, conditions, promises, warnings, and conclusions. “If” places a hinge
in the sentence, yet the door it moves must be identified from the passage. One door opens
to salvation when the sinner believes. Another opens to discipleship when the believer
continues in Christ’s word. Others concern cleansing, fruit, prayer, testimony, suffering,
inheritance, or reward. The diligent reader does not paint every door the same color and
pretend they enter the same room. He compares Scripture with Scripture, respects the
address, and lets the stated consequence define the condition. Small words are not small
when God uses them. A pin is small too, but pull the right one from a machine and the
whole contraption comes apart.

The doctrine of eternal security survives every conditional passage because it rests upon
the finished work of Christ, the present possession of eternal life, the sealing of the Spirit,
and the believer’s union with the risen Lord. What fails is the lazy theology that assumes
security cancels accountability, or that accountability cancels security. The saved man is
secure enough to be chastened as a son and responsible enough to answer as a servant.
He may lose fellowship without losing sonship, fruit without losing life, reward without
losing redemption, and reigning privilege without being cast back into condemnation.
Those distinctions are not theological hairsplitting. They are the difference between
reading the Bible and feeding it through a doctrinal paper shredder. Grace and government
stand together perfectly when each “if” is allowed to govern the matter God assigned to it.

So when the word appears, do not panic, skip it, soften it, or load it with somebody’s creed.
Stop and ask what God conditioned. If the lost sinner must believe, tell him plainly. If the
disciple must continue, do not offer him a recliner. If the saint must confess, abide, suffer,
obey, and hold fast, do not replace the command with therapeutic fog. If the passage
belongs doctrinally to Israel, leave Israel’s name on the covenant while drawing only the
applications Scripture permits. The King James Bible is not confused because it contains
conditions; men become confused when they refuse its divisions. Three letters can expose
a false gospel, correct a careless Christian, preserve a prophetic order, and rescue a verse
from a theological burglary. The hinge is small, but when God fastens it to the sentence, no
honest reader has permission to take the door off.



2 of 10: Little Words, Great Doctrine — “But”: The Divine Reversal That Overthrows
Man’s Conclusion

Key Passage — Ephesians 2:4-5: “But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love
wherewith he loved us, Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with
Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)”

Introduction

The word “but” is one of the sharpest turning blades in the King James Bible. It enters a
sentence after guilt has testified, the evidence has been entered, the verdict has been
read, and the undertaker has started measuring the corpse—and then it turns the entire
proceeding in another direction. Ephesians 2 does not begin with man climbing upward
toward God. It begins with man “dead in trespasses and sins,” walking according to this
world, obeying the prince of the power of the air, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and mind,
and standing as a child of wrath. There is no pulse to strengthen, no spark to fan, and no
religious improvement plan to recommend. Then come two words that overturn hell’s
obituary: “But God.” Man’s condition remains accurately described, but it is no longer the
finalword. The sentence has reached the place where human ability ends and divine mercy
acts.

Every “but” establishes a contrast. It tells the reader that what follows must be understood
against what came before. Sometimes the contrast is between sin and grace, death and
life, wrath and mercy, wages and gift, flesh and Spirit, human intention and divine purpose,
religious profession and spiritual reality, or man’s failure and God’s faithfulness. A reader
who skips the conjunction may retain the vocabulary while losing the doctrine. He may
preach wrath without mercy and produce despair, or preach mercy without wrath and
produce sentimental nonsense. He may speak of sin without grace and make salvation
impossible, or speak of grace without sin and make Calvary unnecessary. “But” keeps both
sides in view while declaring which side God establishes as the final answer. The word is
small enough to overlook and strong enough to swing an iron gate.

Modern religion likes smooth transitions because sharp contrasts offend a generation
trained to believe that opposites are merely different perspectives. The Bible has no
patience with that fog. Light is not an alternative interpretation of darkness. Life is not
death with better self-esteem. Grace is not law wearing casual clothes. A saved man is not
an unsaved man who became more socially agreeable. Scripture draws lines, and “but”
often marks the place where the line is driven into the ground. That is why false doctrine
survives by reading only half a verse, quoting only one side of a contrast, or treating the
conjunction as verbal wallpaper. A theologian can build a polished system on everything



preceding “but,” but once God places that word in the sentence, the system has just heard
the hinges creak on its own coffin.

1. “But” Is God’s Inspired Line of Contrast

The ordinary work of “but” is easy to understand: it introduces something contrary to,
different from, or limiting what has already been stated. The doctrinal importance liesin
identifying exactly what the Holy Ghost contrasts. Proverbs 14:12 says, “There is a way
which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.” The first
clause records appearance; the second reveals destination. Human judgment says the
road looks right. God does not argue about the scenery; He tells you where the road ends.
That “but” stands like a warning sign at the edge of a washed-out bridge. A man may admire
the pavement, compliment the landscaping, and obtain three academic opinions about
the route, but if the end is death, his sincere admiration will not supply another mile of
road.

John 1:17 declares, “For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus
Christ.” The verse does not insult the law. The law was holy, just, good, and divinely given.
Yet it could reveal sin without removing it, pronounce guilt without regenerating the sinner,
and command righteousness without imparting the life necessary to fulfill it. The contrast
is not between a bad Moses and a good Christ; it is between a ministry that exposed the
disease and the Person who brought the cure. Moses came down from the mount with
tables of stone, and three thousand died in Exodus 32. When the Holy Ghost came in Acts
2, about three thousand souls were added. The law can show the dirt on the face, but it
cannot wash it. The mirror is doing its job when it exposes filth; only a fool tries to bathe
with the mirror.

Romans 3:21 delivers another decisive turn: “But now the righteousness of God without the
law is manifested.” Paul has spent the opening chapters shutting every mouth and bringing
the whole world guilty before God. The Gentile is guilty, the moralist is guilty, the Jew
possessing the law is guilty, and religious privilege cannot make flesh righteous. “But now”
does not deny the indictment; it reveals God’s answer after the indictment has removed
every human alibi. Righteousness comes through faith in Jesus Christ, not through the
sinner polishing his record until heaven overlooks the stains. The “but” preserves both
universal guilt and freely provided righteousness. Remove the first, and grace becomes
unnecessary. Remove the second, and guilt becomes hopeless. God does not lower the
standard to rescue the criminal. He satisfies the standard in Christ and justifies the
ungodly who believes.

2. “But God” Raises the Dead Religion Cannot Repair



Ephesians 2:1 says believers were once “dead in trespasses and sins.” Dead is not
discouraged, undereducated, socially disadvantaged, emotionally bruised, or searching for
spiritual fulfillment. Dead men do not cooperate with physicians, respond to motivational
speeches, or contribute a little strength to their resurrection. The passage continues by
showing that the sinner’s dead condition is active in rebellion: he walks according to the
course of this world, follows satanic influence, fulfills fleshly desires, and remains by
nature a child of wrath. Sin has affected his direction, allegiance, appetites, thoughts,
nature, and standing before God. Religion walks into that cemetery carrying cosmetics. It
can paint the corpse, arrange the flowers, straighten the necktie, and call the funeral
inspirational. It cannot command life. Only God can quicken the dead.

Verse 4 turns the chapter: “But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he
loved us.” The subject changes from the sinner and his corrupt walk to God and His
abundant character. The text does not say “but man,” “but the church,” “but the
sacraments,” “but education,” or “but human potential.” Salvation begins its reversal in
God. His mercy is not scarce, reluctant, or rationed to those who impress Him. He isrich in
mercy, and His love is great because it moved toward those who were dead in sins rather
than those who had made themselves lovable. Biblical love is hot a warm mist floating
above human failure. It acted at Calvary, where justice struck the willing Substitute and
mercy opened a righteous door for the guilty. God did not ignore the corpse. He raised it
with Christ.

The result is stated in the past and present certainty of divine accomplishment: God “hath
quickened us together with Christ,” “hath raised us up together,” and “made us sit together
in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” These are not prizes awaiting the believer if he
maintains a sufficient religious average. They are positional realities produced by union
with Christ. The sinner who was under wrath is now alive, raised, and seated in the Saviour.
Then Paul places the matter beyond boasting: “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God.” Man supplied the death; God supplied the life.
Man brought the sin; God brought the Saviour. When heaven writes “But God” across a
sinner’s history, hell cannot erase it with an ecclesiastical pencil.

3. “But God Commendeth His Love” Answers Human Ungodliness

Romans 5 does not present humanity as a collection of basically decent people needing a

”

small spiritual adjustment. It calls men “without strength,” “ungodly,” “sinners,” and
“enemies.” Each word removes another prop from human pride. Without strength means
unable to rescue oneself. Ungodly means unlike God in character. Sinners means guilty
transgressors, not innocent victims of a defective environment. Enemies means hostility

exists, not merely distance. Into that setting Romans 5:8 declares, “But God commendeth



his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” The “but” does not
deny what men are; it magnifies what God did for them. The physician’s greatness is not
displayed by pretending the disease is minor. Calvary shines brightest when Scripture tells
the truth about the patient.

God “commendeth” His love—He demonstrates, sets forth, and proves it in the death of
Christ. The cross is not merely an example of courage, a tragic miscarriage of Roman
justice, or a sentimental display designed to make people feel valuable. Christ died “for
us.” The sinless One took the place of the guilty. Isaiah said the LORD laid on Him the
iniquity of us all. First Peter says He “bare our sins in his own body on the tree.” Second
Corinthians 5:21 says God made Him “to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be
made the righteousness of God in him.” Modern religion speaks endlessly about love while
avoiding substitution because a love that requires blood embarrasses the delicate. Heaven
was not embarrassed. God wrote His love in red.

The timing destroys every scheme of merit: “while we were yet sinners.” Christ did not wait
until humanity cleaned itself, promised reform, completed a catechism, joined a church, or
accumulated enough good deeds to become a reasonable investment. Romans 5:6 says,
“in due time Christ died for the ungodly.” Grace moved first. This does not mean every
sinner is automatically saved; the chapter has already established justification by faith. It
means the provision originated entirely in God and was made for people possessing no
claim upon it. Human religion says, “Improve, and perhaps God will receive you.” The
gospel says, “Christ died for you while you were ruined; believe, and God will justify you
through His blood.” Religion sends a ladder into a grave. Grace calls the dead man out.

4. “But the Gift of God” Overthrows Sin’s Final Paycheck

Romans 6:23 begins with the most faithfully paid wage in history: “For the wages of sin is
death.” Sin has never missed payroll. It may pay through a ruined conscience, a broken
home, corrupted appetites, diseased flesh, wasted years, or public shame before the final
settlement arrives, but death stands at the end of the account. The verse does not say the
wages of unusually wicked sin, socially disapproved sin, or sin committed by people
outside respectable churches. The wages of sin is death because all sin rebels against the
living God. Adam’s disobedience brought death into the world, and every cemetery
confirms that the employer is still in business. Men complain that God’s judgment is severe
while continuing to cash sin’s checks. They blame the Judge for the sentence and never
question the master who hired them.

Then comes the reversal: “but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
Wages are earned; a gift is given. Death is deserved; eternal life is bestowed. Sin pays what



justice requires; God gives what grace provides. The verse does not call eternal life a
discounted purchase, a sacramental installment plan, or a reward for improved conduct. It
is “the gift of God,” and it comes “through Jesus Christ our Lord.” If a man must earn it, it is
not a gift. If he must preserve it by personal merit, its continuance rests partly upon wages
after all. The sinner who tries to pay God for eternal life is like a condemned thief offering
the judge money stolen from the courthouse. His currency is corrupt, his account is empty,
and his only hope is mercy.

The contrast also reveals two heads and two destinies. Romans 5 places Adam and Christ
before the reader: by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, and by the
obedience of One many are made righteous. In Adam are sin, condemnation, and death. In
Christ are righteousness, justification, and life. The gospel does not improve Adam’s fallen
stock; it places the believer into Christ. First Corinthians 15:22 says, “For as in Adam all
die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive,” with the resurrection order explained by the
context. The decisive question is not whether a man has become a polished descendant of
Adam. Itis whether he is in Christ. God is not renovating the old condemned house. He
offers a new address, and the deed is written in resurrection life.

5. “But Ye Are Washed” Replaces the Sinner’s Former Identity

First Corinthians 6:9-10 names conduct that excludes the unrighteous from the kingdom of
God: fornication, idolatry, adultery, effeminacy, abuse of mankind, theft, covetousness,
drunkenness, reviling, and extortion. Paul does not baptize these sins in therapeutic
language or treat them as harmless identities demanding applause. He says, “Be not
deceived.” Sin deceives by renaming itself, normalizing itself, organizing itself, and
demanding that resistance be called hatred. The world may change the labels on the
bottles, but poison does not become spring water because the advertising department
found a softer word. God names the sins and states the consequence. A church that
refuses to speak as plainly as the verse has not become compassionate. It has merely
hired deception to greet people at the door.

Then verse 11 drives the great contrast into the Corinthians’ testimony: “And such were
some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified.” “Were” belongs
to the former life; “are” belongs to their standing in Christ. The passage does not say they
rehabilitated themselves until God approved the improvement. They were washed,
sanctified, and justified “in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.” The
blood cleanses, God sets the believer apart, and justification declares him righteous on the
ground of Christ’s work. Three inspired “buts” stand between the believer and the old
record. Grace does not tell the drunkard that drunkenness is his authentic self. It tells him
Christ can save him so completely that the old description becomes past tense.



That positional transformation demands practical holiness. The Corinthians were
sanctified in Christ, yet Paul rebuked them for tolerating fornication, suing one another,
abusing liberty, and dishonoring the Lord’s table. “But ye are washed” is not permission to
crawl back into the mud; it is the reason the mud no longer belongs on you. The body is for
the Lord, the believer’s members belong to Christ, and the saved person is bought with a
price. Therefore he must glorify God in his body and spirit, “which are God’s.” Grace does
not merely cancel hell; it establishes ownership. The Christian who boasts in cleansing
while hugging the filth has turned testimony into comedy. The washer has done His work.
The washed man should stop treating the laundry basket like a throne.

6. “But Ye Are Not in the Flesh” Marks the Believer’s New Position and Walk

Romans 7 exposes the impotence of fallen flesh even when it encounters a holy
commandment. Paul says, “For | know that in me (that s, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good
thing.” The law can command the right act, but indwelling sin resists it. The result is
conflict: the good a man would do is not done, while the evil he hates presses upon him.
The chapter ends with the cry, “O wretched man that | am! who shall deliver me from the
body of this death?” Notice that the answer is “who,” not “what.” Another rule, ceremony,
pledge, program, or burst of willpower cannot rescue flesh from flesh. A man cannot lift
himself out of a pit by pulling upward on his own belt. Deliverance comes through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Romans 8 moves from condemnation and helplessness to the ministry of the Holy Spirit.
Verse 9 says, “But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God
dwell in you.” The contrast concerns the believer’s spiritual position and controlling sphere.
He still possesses flesh and can walk carnally, but he is no longer identified before God as
merely “in the flesh.” The indwelling Spirit marks him as Christ’s own. The law of the Spirit
of life in Christ Jesus has made him free from the law of sin and death. What the Mosaic law
could not do because of the weakness of flesh, God accomplished by sending His own
Son. The law demanded fruit from a dead tree. The Spirit gives life and produces fruit from
within.

Galatians 5 therefore commands, “Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the
flesh.” The flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh. Salvation does not
remove the battle; it changes the possibility of victory. The Christian must reckon the old
man crucified, yield his members to God, and refuse to make provision for fleshly lusts.
One side produces adultery, hatred, wrath, strife, envy, drunkenness, and similar works.
The other produces love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness,
and temperance. The modern church often tries to decorate flesh, entertain it, educate it,



and give it a ministry title. God says crucify it. You cannot disciple the old nature into
spirituality any more than you can teach a vulture to prefer salad.

7. “But God Meant It unto Good” Preserves Divine Purpose amid Human Failure

Genesis 50:20 gives one of Scripture’s greatest reversals: “But as for you, ye thought evil
against me; but God meant it unto good.” Joseph does not call his brothers’ betrayal a
misunderstanding. They hated him, sold him, deceived their father, and intended evil.
God'’s sovereign purpose did not make their malice righteous, and their malice did not
frustrate God’s purpose. The same event carried human guilt and divine direction without
confusing the two. God used the pit, slavery, false accusation, and prison to position
Joseph for the preservation of many lives. The brothers supplied the evil intention; God
overruled it toward a good end. Providence does not mean every act is good. It means evil
cannot seize the steering wheel from God and drive history beyond His jurisdiction.

The supreme example stands at Calvary. Acts 2:23 says Christ was delivered by “the
determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God,” yet wicked hands crucified and slew Him.
Herod, Pilate, Gentiles, and Israel gathered against the Lord’s Christ, doing what God’s
hand and counsel determined before to be done, while each participant remained guilty.
Men intended to silence the Son of God. God made His death the payment for sin and His
resurrection the defeat of the grave. Satan bruised the heel and discovered that his own
head had been placed beneath it. Calvary looked like heaven’s defeat until resurrection
morning supplied the divine “but.” Man built a cross to end Christ’s words; God turned that
cross into the only message that can save man’s soul.

The reversal reaches into personal weakness as well. Psalm 73:26 says, “My flesh and my
heart faileth: but God is the strength of my heart, and my portion for ever.” Second Timothy
2:13 adds, “If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself.” These verses
do not praise unbelief, laziness, or defeat. They place the final confidence where it belongs.
Human strength fails, moods collapse, friends depart, bodies weaken, and servants
sometimes disgrace their calling. God’s character does not stagger with them. He chastens
His children, judges their service, and remains true to every word He has spoken. The
believer’s hope is not that his grip never trembles; it is that God’s hand never does. Man’s
faithfulness may flicker like a candle in a storm, but God’s faithfulness does not run on
batteries.

Conclusion

The word “but” teaches the reader to wait for God’s full sentence. Man is dead in sins—but
God isrich in mercy. Humanity is without strength, ungodly, sinful, and hostile—but God
commendeth His love. Sin earns death—but the gift of God is eternal life. The unrighteous



possess a record that excludes them from God’s kingdom—but believers are washed,
sanctified, and justified. Flesh cannot produce righteousness—but the Spirit supplies life
and power. Men intend evil—but God can overrule their intention toward His appointed
end. Flesh and heart fail—but God remains the strength and portion of His people. Every
contrast preserves the dark reality without permitting darkness the last word. God does not
deny the first half of the sentence. He conquers it in the second.

This is why biblical preaching must declare both sides. Preach sin until the sinner knows he
is guilty, but do not stop before the blood. Preach wrath until the hearer understands
judgment, but do not bury mercy beneath the courtroom. Preach grace freely, but never
turn it into permission for the old life. Preach the Spirit’s power, but do not pretend the flesh
has negotiated a peace treaty. Preach God’s sovereignty, but do not excuse the wicked
hands that commit the evil He overrules. The conjunction does not blur distinctions; it
sharpens them. A preacher who always stops before “but” produces despair, while one
who begins after it produces shallow optimism. The whole verse supplies the whole
doctrine. Half a Bible can manufacture a complete heresy with room left over for a
denominational headquarters.

So watch that little word. It may stand between a sinner and despair, between a saint and
the old identity, between human failure and divine faithfulness, or between the devil’s
apparentvictory and God’s final purpose. When hell has presented its case, when religion
has exhausted its remedies, when flesh has demonstrated its weakness, and when man
has reached the end of himself, the Bible is still capable of opening the next clause with
“But God.” That is not grammatical decoration. It is the trumpet blast of divine intervention.
Man may write the diagnosis, sin may demand the wage, death may prepare the grave, and
unbelief may pronounce the conclusion—but none of them holds the pen when God
finishes the sentence.

3 of 10: Little Words, Great Doctrine — “And”: The Inspired Nail That Joins What Men
Tear Apart

Key Passage — John 1:14: “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.”

Introduction

The word “and” is one of the smallest nails in the King James Bible, but God drives it
through doctrines men spend centuries trying to pry apart. John 1:14 does not say the Word



offered grace instead of truth, truth without grace, or a moderate compromise between the
two. Jesus Christ came “full of grace and truth.” The conjunction holds both perfections
together in one Person. Modern religion wants grace with the backbone removed, while
hard religious pride wants truth with the heart cut out. Christ carries neither mutilation. In
Him mercy never lies, holiness never becomes cruelty, forgiveness never excuses sin, and
truth never ceases to be gracious. A carpenter knows that a small nail can preserve the
frame of a house. A Bible reader should know that a three-letter conjunction can preserve
the frame of an entire doctrine.

The Holy Ghost uses “and” to connect persons, acts, facts, offices, duties, promises, and
consequences. Yet connection does not mean confusion. Two things may be joined
without becoming identical, just as a husband and wife become one flesh without
becoming one person. The gospel declares that Christ died for our sins, was buried, and
rose again. Those events belong to one saving message, but death is not burial and burialis
not resurrection. Ephesians joins salvation by grace through faith with a life created unto
good works, but the conjunction does not turn works into the price of salvation. John joins
spirit and truth in worship, but neither word swallows the other. “And” refuses false
choices, while context refuses false mixtures. It is an inspired nail, not a theological
blender.

Most heresy succeeds by one of two carpentry tricks: pulling apart what God joined or
nailing together what God separated. One teacher divorces grace from holiness and
produces lawlessness. Another joins law to grace and produces bondage. One separates
faith from the gospel facts and calls vague sincerity salvation. Another joins baptism to
Christ’s blood as though water helped pay Calvary’s debt. One divides the Bible so
carelessly that half of it becomes unusable; another refuses every division and assigns
Israel’s covenants to the Church. Both men can quote verses. Neither respects the joints.
Quotation without connection can make a lie sound biblical while the surrounding passage
stands nearby holding the evidence. The Bible believer must notice every conjunction,
identify what it connects, preserve the role of each connected truth, and refuse to let a
doctrinal crowbar undo the workmanship of God.

1. “And” Joins Truths without Erasing Their Distinctions

Genesis 1:1 opens the Bible with a conjunction: “In the beginning God created the heaven
and the earth.” Heaven and earth are joined within one creative act, but they are not the
same place. One does not become the other because “and” stands between them. The
verse announces unity of authorship and distinction of realms. The same principle governs
the Bible from beginning to end. God can connect two realities in one sentence while
maintaining their identities, functions, and destinations. A conjunction establishes



relationship, not sameness. That observation sounds elementary, but theological
cemeteries are filled with systems buried because somebody forgot his elementary
English. A child can understand that ham and eggs are joined on a plate without concluding
that the pig laid the egg. A scholar should be able to offer Scripture the same courtesy.

First Thessalonians 5:23 speaks of the believer’s “whole spirit and soul and body.” The
words are joined because they belong to the whole man, yet the Holy Ghost names them
separately because they are distinguishable. Hebrews 4:12 says the word of God can divide
“soul and spirit,” proving that what belongs together in man is not therefore identical in
nature. The body relates to the material world, the spirit bears its own Godward capacity
and operation, and the soulis the person, the seat of self-conscious identity. Human
philosophy may prefer to flatten man into animated chemistry, while careless preaching
reduces every inward term to the same religious pudding. Scripture uses “and” with more
intelligence. It joins the whole without erasing the parts and divides the parts without
destroying the whole.

The same care is required when Scripture joins titles and offices belonging to Christ. He is
Prophet, Priest, and King. Those offices unite in one Lord, but they are not interchangeable.
As Prophet He reveals God’s word; as Priest He offers sacrifice and intercedes; as King He
rules. At His first coming, men crowned Him with thorns; at His Second Advent, He comes
with many crowns. His priestly work at Calvary does not cancel His future royal government
over the earth, and His heavenly Headship over the Church does not transfer Israel’s
promised throne to a spiritual corporation in Rome. “And” gathers the glories into one
Person while prophecy keeps their operations in order. The conjunction builds a crown;
right division keeps men from wearing it before the King arrives.

2. “Grace and Truth” Meet Perfectly in Jesus Christ

John 1 begins before Bethlehem: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God.” The repeated conjunctions establish both distinction and
deity. The Word was “with God,” so the Person of the Word is not the Father; the Word “was
God,” so He is not a created being or secondary deity. Verse 14 then declares that this
eternal Word “was made flesh, and dwelt among us.” He did not cease to be God, pretend
to be human, or merely inhabit a borrowed body. The eternal Son took true humanity while
retaining full deity. The Child in the manger was not God’s first attempt at closeness with
humanity. He was God manifest in the flesh, the only begotten Son entering the world He
made.

Christis “full of grace and truth.” Grace gives guilty men what they do not deserve; truth
names their guilt, reveals God’s righteousness, and refuses every lie that would make grace



unnecessary. When the woman taken in adultery stood before Christ, He neither joined the
stone-throwing hypocrisy nor excused adultery. He said, “Neither do | condemn thee: go,
and sin no more.” Grace spared her; truth named the required departure from sin. Modern
sentimentality wants the first clause without the second, while religious cruelty enjoys the
accusation and forgets mercy. Christ holds both together without apology. Grace that lies
about sin is not grace, and truth that has no room for the repentant sinner has forgotten the
Cross.

John 1:17 adds, “For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus
Christ.” The law truly revealed God’s standard and exposed transgression, but Christ
personally brought the fullness of saving grace and truth. He did not lower the standard. He
fulfilled it, bore its curse, and provided righteousness for believers apart from their works.
Romans 5:21 says grace reigns “through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our
Lord.” Grace does not sneak a sinner past the Judge while justice is distracted. It brings him
through a satisfied court because Christ paid the penalty. At Calvary, truth declared sin
worthy of death, and grace provided the Lamb. The cross is where righteousness refused to
compromise and mercy refused to abandon the guilty.

3. “Spirit and Truth” Define Worship God Accepts

In John 4, the Samaritan woman raised the old dispute about the proper mountain of
worship. The Samaritans claimed Gerizim; the Jews worshipped at Jerusalem. Christ did
not flatter both systems as equally valid cultural expressions. He said plainly, “Ye worship
ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews.” Israel possessed
the covenants, the Scriptures, the temple order, and the Messianic promises. Yet the Lord
also announced a coming change: the hour was coming when worship would not be
confined to either mountain. The Father sought true worshippers who would worship Him
“in spirit and in truth.” Geography would no longer supply the central qualification, but truth
would not become geographically homeless confusion. Salvation came through Israel’s
Messiah, not through Samaritan imagination.

Worship “in spirit” is not emotional excitement, dim lighting, musical repetition, or the
ability to tremble while a chord is held for twelve minutes. The believer worships through
the new nature and by the Holy Spirit, approaching God through Jesus Christ rather than
through fleshly performance. Philippians 3:3 describes those who “worship God in the
spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh.” Flesh can perform
religion magnificently. It can sing, kneel, shout, whisper, build cathedrals, wear robes, burn
incense, and still know nothing of communion with God. Cain brought worship too. God
was not impressed. Sincerity is not a substitute for the right sacrifice, and atmosphere is
not the Holy Ghost wearing stage lights.



Worship must also be “in truth.” The Holy Spirit who inspires worship is “the Spirit of truth,”
and He never leads a man contrary to the Book He inspired. A congregation can be
emotionally moved and doctrinally wrong at the same time. Tears do not baptize error into
truth. Worship that denies Christ’s deity, corrupts the gospel, rejects the words of God, or
treats holiness as an embarrassment is not rescued by musical talent. The Father seeks
worshippers who come through the Son, in the power of the Spirit, according to revealed
truth. Spirit without truth becomes uncontrolled religious sensation; truth without spirit
becomes cold performance. God joined warmth and light. A fire without light is suspicious,
and light without heat belongs in a refrigerator.

4. Christ Died, Was Buried, and Rose Again—the Whole Gospel Stands Together

First Corinthians 15:3-4 states the gospel Paul received and delivered: “Christ died for our
sins according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third
day according to the scriptures.” The conjunctions bind three historical facts into one
saving proclamation. Christ died “for our sins,” identifying substitution and the problem His
death answered. He was buried, confirming the reality of His death. He rose again,
declaring victory over sin, death, and the grave. Remove any part, and the apostolic
message collapses. A Christ who did not die paid nothing. A Christ who was not buried did
not truly enter death. A Christ who did not rise cannot justify, intercede, return, or raise His
saints.

The burialis often hurried past as though it were a hallway between Good Friday and
resurrection morning. Scripture gives it a place in the gospel because the dead body of
Jesus Christ actually entered the tomb. Joseph of Arimathaea took the body, wrapped it,
placed it in his own new sepulchre, and rolled a stone to the door. The authorities sealed
the stone and set a watch, unintentionally turning the tomb into history’s best-guarded
evidence room. Christ’s enemies did not misplace Him; His disciples did not imagine Him
dead; and His resurrection was not the survival of an idea. The body that bore the wounds
came out alive. God did not send a metaphor to defeat a literal grave.

The resurrection is not an inspiring appendix to the cross. Paul says that if Christis not
risen, preaching is vain, faith is vain, believers remain in their sins, and the dead in Christ
are perished. Romans 4:25 says He “was delivered for our offences, and was raised again
for our justification.” The cross paid the price, and the empty tomb declares the payment
accepted. The gospel therefore requires the Christ of history and Scripture, not a
customized Jesus who offers moral advice while remaining safely dead. Religious men
often admire the Sermon on the Mount because it allows them to grade themselves. The
resurrection removes the red pencil from their hand. The risen Christ is not requesting
evaluation. He is commanding repentance and faith.



5. Salvation by Faith and a Life of Good Works Belong in Their Proper Order

Ephesians 2:8-10 joins grace, faith, salvation, creation in Christ, and good works without
confusing their order. “For by grace are ye saved through faith,” and that salvation is “not of
works, lest any man should boast.” Then the passage continues, “For we are his
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works.” Works do not produce the new
creation; the new creation produces works. The sinner is not saved by good works, kept
saved by good works, or made more justified by good works. He is saved entirely by grace
through faith and afterward called to walk in the works God ordained. The horse belongs
before the cart, even if a denomination has spent four hundred years painting the cart to
look like a horse.

James 2 joins faith and works in a different controversy: the demonstration of faith before
men. Abraham was justified before God by faith in Genesis 15, long before offering Isaac in
Genesis 22. Paul uses Abraham to prove justification apart from works in Romans 4; James
uses Abraham’s later obedience to show that living faith becomes visible through action.
The passages do not quarrel. Paul answers how an ungodly sinner is counted righteous
before God; James exposes a barren profession that says the right words while producing
no evidence. Faith alone saves, but saving faith does not establish a lifelong friendship with
disobedience. A tree is known by fruit, though fruit never planted the tree.

Titus 2:11-12 joins saving grace with practical instruction: “For the grace of God that
bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, Teaching us” to deny ungodliness and worldly
lusts and to live soberly, righteously, and godly. Grace is not only the rescue vehicle; it is the
schoolmaster of the saved life. Law can command holiness and condemn failure, but grace
places the believer under a new motive, a new standing, and the expectation of Christ’s
appearing. Cheap grace is not biblical grace. It is human indulgence with a religious label
pasted over the price. The same grace that saves a man from sin’s penalty teaches him to
refuse sin’s dominion. God joined salvation and sanctification without making
sanctification the purchase price of salvation.

6. Rightly Dividing the Word Does Not Mean Shredding the Bible

Second Timothy 2:15 commands the workman to be “rightly dividing the word of truth.”
Division is necessary because God Himself made distinctions throughout revelation. Israel
is not the Church, law is not grace, the earthly kingdom is not the heavenly Body, the
Rapture is not the Second Advent, the Judgment Seat of Christ is not the Great White
Throne, and a promise made to Abraham’s physical seed is not automatically transferred to
a Gentile congregation. Failure to divide produces contradiction because instructions given
to different people under different arrangements are forced into one doctrinal bucket. A



workman who refuses to measure before cutting is not preserving the lumber; he is ruining
the house.

Yet right division does not authorize a man to throw away every passage not directly
addressed to the Body of Christ. Romans 15:4 says, “whatsoever things were written
aforetime were written for our learning,” and First Corinthians 10:11 says Israel’s
experiences “are written for our admonition.” All Scripture is profitable, though not all
Scripture gives the same doctrinal command to the same people. Noah’s ark teaches
judgment and salvation, but the Church has not been ordered to start a shipyard. Israel’s
wilderness warns against unbelief, lust, idolatry, and murmuring, but believers do not
inherit Canaan by replacing the Jew. The whole Bible is for us, while every verse is not
doctrinally to us. Right division labels the rooms; it does not burn down the house.

The unity lies in one divine Author, one unfolding purpose, one central Lord, and one
preserved Book. Genesis anticipates what Revelation completes; the prophets prepare the
kingdom Christ will establish; the Gospels present Israel’s King and the Lamb of God; Acts
records a historical transition; Paul reveals the doctrine of the Body of Christ; and prophecy
carries God’s program through Tribulation, Second Advent, Millennium, and eternity. These
divisions are joined within God’s complete revelation. The man who refuses every
distinction produces confusion; the man who recognizes nothing but distinctions produces
fragments. One makes Bible stew, and the other leaves bones scattered across the

kitchen. The approved workman divides accurately and then sees how the pieces serve the
Author’s entire purpose.

7. A Conjunction Establishes Connection, Not Automatic Equality

Mark 16:16 says, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth
not shall be damned.” Belief and baptism are joined in the apostolic commission, but the
condemnation clause rests upon unbelief, not failure to reach water. The signs that
follow—casting out devils, speaking with new tongues, taking up serpents, surviving
poison, and healing the sick—also establish an apostolic and transitional setting that must
not be flattened into the complete Pauline revelation for the Church. Water baptism is an
important act of obedience and public identification, but it does not become Christ’s blood
because “and” appears in the sentence. The thief on the cross reached paradise without a
baptistry, which should be enough to make a water-salvation salesman check his
plumbing.

Acts 2:38 likewise joins repentance and baptism in Peter’s address to “Ye men of Israel”
after the nation’s rejection and crucifixion of its Messiah. The setting is Jewish, Jerusalem-
centered, apostolic, and transitional. Peter calls that guilty nation to repent and be



baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, the One they had rejected. The book of Acts then
records development: Samaritans receive the Spirit after apostolic hands are laid upon
them; Cornelius receives the Holy Ghost before water baptism; and Paul later states the
saving gospel as Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection received by faith. The conjunction
in Acts 2 must be honored, but so must the historical address and unfolding revelation.
Ignoring the setting because a verse contains familiar words is how men build a permanent
house on transitional scaffolding.

The same principle guards countless doctrines. Repentance and faith are joined in turning
to God, but they are not meaningless duplicates. Baptism and the Lord’s supper are both
ordinances, but neither performs the other’s function. Husband and wife are one flesh, but
Scripture still distinguishes male and female. The Father and Son are one, but the Son
prays to the Father and sits at His right hand. Israel and the Church both belong within
God’s purpose, but their callings, covenants, and promises must not be confused. “And”
demands connection; it does notissue a license for theological identity theft. God can join
without blending and distinguish without separating. Good doctrine learns to do the same.

Conclusion

The word “and” preserves the fullness of biblical truth. Jesus Christ is full of grace and
truth. The Father seeks worship in spirit and truth. The gospel proclaims that Christ died,
was buried, and rose again. Salvation comes by grace through faith and produces good
works. The Bible must be rightly divided and received as one complete revelation.
Doctrines can stand beside one another in perfect agreement without being
interchangeable. The conjunction prevents the reader from choosing only the truth that
suits his temperament. Grace does not permit him to discard holiness, spiritual worship
does not permit him to abandon truth, faith does not permit him to despise obedience, and
right division does not permit him to neglect three-fourths of the Bible.

The great doctrinal task is therefore twofold: never separate what God joined, and never
confuse what God distinguished. Tear grace away from truth and grace becomes
indulgence. Tear spirit away from truth and worship becomes sensation. Tear resurrection
away from the cross and the gospel becomes a funeral announcement. Tear works away
from the saved life and testimony becomes barren. But blend law with grace, Israel with the
Church, baptism with the blood, or reward with redemption, and doctrine becomes equally
corrupt. A butcher and a blender can both ruin a meal—one by cutting what should remain
whole, the other by mixing what should remain distinct. The Bible believer needs neither
instrument. He needs the joints God placed in the text.



So pay attention when the Holy Ghost writes “and.” That little word may be holding together
a doctrine, a gospel fact, a command, a dispensational relationship, or two sides of a truth
that human pride prefers to separate. It may also be warning that connected things retain
separate identities and purposes. Read what comes before it, read what comes after it, and
let the context determine the nature of the union. Men may loosen every screw in the
framework, rename the pieces, and announce a renovated Christianity, but the King James
Bible still stands with every inspired nail in place. What God has joined in His word, no
preacher, professor, pope, critic, or careless reader has authority to put asunder.

4 of 10: Little Words, Great Doctrine — “Therefore”: God’s Verdict after the Evidence Is
In

Key Passage — Romans 5:1: “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Introduction

The word “therefore” is a verdict wearing work boots. It does not stroll into a passage
carrying a new religious opinion; it arrives after the evidence has been presented, the
witnesses have spoken, and the argument has established what must follow. Romans 5:1
begins, “Therefore being justified by faith,” because Paul has already spent four chapters
putting the human race on trial and demonstrating God’s way of justification. The
conclusion cannot be understood by starting at the conclusion. “Therefore” points
backward with one hand and forward with the other. It says, “Because these things are true,
this result now stands.” The word is a bridge, and no wise man admires the middle span
while refusing to inspect the ground supporting both ends. A preacher who leaps onto the
word without following the argument is like a juror who sleeps through the trial and wakes
up in time to announce the verdict. He may speak loudly, but heaven is under no obligation
to recognize the proceedings.

Paul uses “therefore” with inspired precision throughout Romans. After proving universal
guilt and justification by faith, he declares peace with God in Romans 5. After exposing the
law’s inability to deliver the flesh and revealing the Spirit’s ministry, he announces
“therefore now no condemnation” in Romans 8. After eleven chapters explaining sin, grace,
Israel, the Gentiles, the believer’s position, and the mercies of God, he says, “l beseech you
therefore” in Romans 12 and calls the saved to present their bodies as living sacrifices.
Doctrine produces the conclusion; the conclusion produces the conduct. Salvation is not
the reward for consecration. Consecration is the reasonable response to salvation. Move



Paul’s “therefore,” and the entire structure starts leaning like a barn built by theologians
who misplaced the level.

The Bible is a book of revelation, but it is not a pile of disconnected religious sayings. God
argues, compares, distinguishes, proves, concludes, and applies. He tells the reader what
is true, demonstrates why it is true, and then announces what follows because itis true.
“Therefore” demands that the reader respect that order. It prevents men from using
Romans 12 to make service the price of acceptance, Romans 8 to offer assurance without
the gospel, or Romans 5 to announce peace while avoiding the blood that made peace
possible. Every biblical verdict has evidence behind it. When God says “therefore,” the
honest reader turns around, walks back through the passage, gathers the established
facts, and returns prepared to accept the conclusion without rewriting it.

1. “Therefore” Requires the Reader to Follow God’s Argument

“Therefore” means that a result, obligation, or conclusion rests upon preceding truth.
Sometimes the connection is contained within one verse. Romans 6:12 follows the
believer’s identification with Christ’s death and resurrection by saying, “Let not sin
therefore reign in your mortal body.” Because the old man is crucified with Christ, because
the believer is alive unto God, and because sin shall not have dominion under grace, the
Christian must refuse sin’s rule. The command is not floating alone. It rests on position and
calls for corresponding practice. Imperatives grow from indicatives; duty grows from
doctrine; the marching order rests upon a victory Christ has already secured. God does not
tell a dead sinner to conquer sin so he can become alive. He tells a living saint to reckon on
what God has already accomplished and yield himself accordingly. Grace establishes the
battlefield before it issues the marching order.

At other times “therefore” reaches across chapters. Romans 12:1 gathers the mercies
explained throughout Romans 1-11 and brings them into the believer’s body, mind, service,
and relationships. Ephesians 4:1 begins practical exhortation after three chapters of
spiritual blessings, redemption, sealing, grace, reconciliation, and union in the Body of
Christ: “l therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the
vocation wherewith ye are called.” The worthy walk does not create the vocation; it
corresponds to it. A soldier does not earn enlistment by wearing the uniform correctly after
he has joined, but his conduct should honor the army whose name he bears. Christian
behavior grows out of Christian identity, not the other way around.

This is why isolated verse preaching can become dangerous even when every quoted word
is inspired. A brick from the courthouse is genuine material, but it cannot conduct a trial
after being carried into somebody’s backyard. The immediate context, doctrinal argument,



audience, and dispensational setting tell the reader what work the verse performs.
“Therefore” acts like a chain fastened to the preceding passage. The sermon writer may tug
atit, decorate it, or attempt to drag it into his favorite system, but the chain keeps leading
back to the text. God’s conclusions are not suggestions awaiting denominational approval.
They are judgments resting on evidence He has already entered into the record.

2. Romans 1-3 Brings the Whole World Guilty before God

The evidence leading to Romans 5 begins with the gospelin Romans 1:16-17: itis “the
power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth,” and in it the righteousness of God
is revealed “from faith to faith.” Paul then explains why divine righteousness must be
revealed and received. The wrath of God is revealed against human ungodliness and
unrighteousness. Creation testifies to God’s eternal power and Godhead, leaving men
without excuse, yet humanity suppresses truth, glorifies not God, becomes vainin
imagination, darkens its foolish heart, and changes divine glory into images. The downward
procession runs from rejected revelation to idolatry, vile affection, a reprobate mind, and a
society that not only practices evil but approves it. Man begins by refusing to thank his
Creator and ends by congratulating rebellion for its courage. Sin does not merely break
rules. It attempts to vote the Judge out of office.

Romans 2 then turns toward the moralist and the Jew who imagines that condemning
another man supplies personalrighteousness. “Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man,”
Paul says, because the judge practices the same underlying rebellion. Possessing the law
does not justify the hearer; the question is doing what the law requires. Circumcision
profits when the law is kept, but it cannot operate as a religious fire escape for the
transgressor. God judges secrets, motives, and realities beneath the outward form. A man
may polish the outside of his religion until it shines like a brass doorknob and still discover
that the door opens into judgment. The law is not impressed by the owner’s framed
certificate of membership. It asks whether he kept the commandments.

Romans 3 closes every mouth: “There is none righteous, no, not one.” None understands,
none seeks after God, all have gone out of the way, and the whole world becomes guilty
before God. By the deeds of the law “there shall no flesh be justified in his sight,” for the law
gives the knowledge of sin. The courtroom is now silent. The pagan cannot plead

ighorance, the moralist cannot plead comparison, and the Jew cannot plead possession of
the law. Every defense attorney has run out of paper. Then verse 21 turns the case: “But
now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested.” God supplies the
righteousness His court demands, and He supplies it through faith in Jesus Christ.

3. Romans 3-4 Establishes Justification by Faith without Works



Romans 3:24-26 explains that believers are “justified freely by his grace through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” The word “freely” leaves no invoice for religious flesh.
Christ is the propitiation through faith in His blood, satisfying God’s righteous judgment
against sin and allowing God to be “just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.”
God does not justify sinners by overlooking the law, lowering holiness, or pretending guilt
never existed. He justifies on the ground of redemption accomplished by the Son. Calvary
is where mercy remains righteous because the penalty was paid. Grace did not bribe the
Judge. The Judge Himself provided the satisfaction His justice required.

Paul then asks, “Where is boasting then? It is excluded.” The law of faith removes every
human trophy from the courtroom. His conclusion is plain: “Therefore we conclude that a
man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law.” That “therefore” rests upon universal
guilt, Christ’s redemption, His blood, divine propitiation, and God’s declared way of
receiving the benefit. Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision changes the method, for
one God justifies both through faith. The conclusion is not Paul’s theological preference; it
is the only verdict consistent with the evidence he has presented. Religion keeps trying to
sheak boasting back through a side window by adding ritual, merit, sacraments,
endurance, or institutional membership. Paul has already locked the window. The sinner
brings the crime; Christ brings the blood; faith receives the verdict.

Romans 4 calls Abraham as the great witness. If Abraham were justified by works, he would
have something in which to glory—but not before God. Scripture says, “Abraham believed
God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness.” David likewise describes the
blessedness of the man to whom God imputes righteousness without works. Abraham was
counted righteous in Genesis 15 before circumcision appeared in Genesis 17, making him
the father of all who believe, whether circumcised or not. The promise came through the
righteousness of faith, not through the law given centuries later. Human religion wants
Abraham wearing its uniform before admitting him to the hall of faith. God justified him
before the tailor arrived.

4. “Therefore Being Justified by Faith” Announces Peace with God

Romans 5:1 now delivers the verdict: “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” The tense and wording matter. Paul does not say
believers hope to be justified if their conduct survives inspection. Being justified is the
established position; peace with God is the present possession. The war between the
sinner and divine righteousness has ended because Christ bore the hostility-producing
guilt and supplied reconciliation through His death. This is not merely the peace of God
within the heart, though believers may enjoy that practical peace. It is peace with God—a
changed judicial relationship. The conscience may be troubled while the court remains



settled, because inward weather cannot overturn a heavenly decree. Feelings may rise and
fall like an elevator operated by a nervous child, but justification does not ride with them.

The peace comes “through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Not through the church, an ordinance, a
priesthood, personal reform, or a pile of good intentions. Romans 5:2 continues, “By whom
also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand.” The believer stands in
grace; he does not visit it during good weeks and lose the address during bad ones. Access
rests upon Christ’s merit. This standing enables rejoicing in hope of the glory of God and
even glorying in tribulations because suffering works patience, experience, and hope.
Tribulation does not purchase peace; it tests and develops the believer who already
possesses peace. The storm may shake the passenger, but it does not rewrite the ship’s
registration.

Romans 5 then traces the ground of assurance deeper. “When we were yet without
strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.” God commendeth His love toward us
while we were yet sinners. Being now justified by His blood, “we shall be saved from wrath
through him.” If God reconciled enemies by the death of His Son, “much more,” being
reconciled, believers shall be saved by His life. Assurance looks away from human
consistency and toward Christ’s completed death and endless life. The same Lord who
paid the debt preserves the purchased sinner. Peace with God is not a ceasefire negotiated
until the believer’s next failure. It is reconciliation established by blood and guaranteed by a
living Saviour.

5. “There Is Therefore Now No Condemnation” Rests upon Christ’s Deliverance

Romans 7 ends with a believer discovering the hopelessness of confidence in flesh. He
delights in God’s law after the inward man, yet sees another law in his members warring
against his mind. The good he desires is hindered, and the evil he hates remains presentin
the flesh. His cry is not, “What new religious system will improve me?” but “O wretched
man that | am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?” The answer is a Person: “I
thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Romans 8:1 then begins, “There is therefore now
no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus.” The conclusion depends upon
deliverance found in Christ, not perfection discovered in Adam’s flesh.

The phrase “in Christ Jesus” establishes the believer’s new position. Adam’s race stands
condemned; those placed into Christ share His acceptance. Romans 8 does not say there
is less condemnation, delayed condemnation, or condemnation waiting to be reactivated
by a bad week. There is “no condemnation.” The King James Bible continues, “who walk not
after the flesh, but after the Spirit,” and the chapter develops the contrast between those
two realms and walks. The statement does not turn justification into wages for flawless



behavior. If it did, “no condemnation” would survive only until breakfast on the first difficult
morning. The indwelling Spirit marks the believer as Christ’s, while spiritual walking
manifests the life and liberty belonging to that position. The flesh can bring chastening,
misery, defeat, and practical condemnation into a saint’s experience, but it cannot drag
Christ’s member back under eternal judicial wrath.

The rest of Romans 8 piles certainty upon certainty. The Spirit bears witness that believers
are children of God. All things work together for good to those who love God and are called
according to His purpose. Those whom God foreknew He predestinated, called, justified,
and glorified—the chain is spoken with divine certainty. Paul then asks who can lay
anything to the charge of God'’s elect, since God is the One who justifies. Who can
condemn, since Christ died, rose, sits at God’s right hand, and intercedes? Nothing can
separate believers from the love of God in Christ Jesus. Heaven did not issue “no
condemnation” in pencil. God wrote the verdict in resurrection ink.

6. “Let Not Sin Therefore Reign” Turns Position into Practice

Romans 6 shows how doctrinal truth governs Christian conduct. Believers have been
baptized by the Spirit into Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection, and their old man is
crucified with Him so that they should not serve sin. The chapter does not teach sinless
perfection; it teaches a new relationship to sin’s dominion. The believer is to reckon himself
dead indeed unto sin and alive unto God through Jesus Christ. Then comes the practical
conclusion: “Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey itin the
lusts thereof.” Sin remains present, but it has lost lawful ownership. A dethroned tyrant may
still shout orders; the saint is a fool if he continues saluting.

Paul follows with another conclusion: “Neither yield ye your members as instruments of
unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God.” The body matters. Eyes, tongue,
hands, feet, appetites, imagination, time, and strength become instruments placed either
at sin’s disposal or God’s service. Grace does not make yielding irrelevant; it makes
righteous yielding possible. “For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under
the law, but under grace.” Being under grace is not being beyond command. Grace breaks
the tyrant’s title, gives the believer a new Master, and teaches him to refuse ungodliness.
The man who uses grace to defend sin is waving his emancipation paper while volunteering
at the old plantation.

Romans 8:12 adds, “Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the
flesh.” Flesh has done nothing worthy of loyalty. It supplied sinful desire, frustrated
obedience, corrupted thought, and marched the natural man toward death. The believer
owes it no obedience, protection, entertainment, or opportunity. Through the Spirit he is to



mortify the deeds of the body. This is not self-salvation through ascetic punishment; itis
Spirit-empowered warfare by a son who already possesses life. Doctrine does notend in a
notebook. It enters the schedule, the home, the private screen, the conversation, the
appetite, and the decision nobody else sees. Truth that never reaches conduct has been
admired as furniture rather than wielded as a sword. Every Pauline “therefore” eventually
knocks on the door of conduct.

7.“l Beseech You Therefore” Builds Service upon the Mercies of God

Romans 12:1 opens the practical portion of the epistle: “I beseech you therefore, brethren,
by the mercies of God.” Paul addresses brethren, not lost men attempting to purchase
salvation. The appeal rests upon “the mercies of God” unfolded throughout the first eleven
chapters: justification, reconciliation, union with Christ, freedom from condemnation, the
Spirit’s indwelling, secure love, and God’s faithful dealings with Israel and the Gentiles.
Because God has been merciful, the believer should present his body “a living sacrifice,
holy, acceptable unto God.” Service is a response to mercy, not a bribe offered for it. The
altar is not where a sinner buys sonship. It is where a son acknowledges ownership.

The sacrifice is “living” because Christian service is not a single dramatic moment followed
by forty years of spiritual retirement. The believer presents a body that must rise, work,
speak, travel, suffer, resist temptation, serve others, and continue until the Lord calls him
home. It must be holy because God does not accept consecrated rebellion, and it is called
“your reasonable service” because Calvary has made total surrender the only sane answer.
The altar claims Monday’s hands as surely as Sunday’s voice, and private obedience as
surely as public ministry. Modern Christianity treats surrender as an advanced elective for
unusually serious believers. Paul calls it reasonable. Christ purchased the whole man, yet
the flesh congratulates itself for offering God Sunday morning and two distracted prayers.
That is not sacrifice; it is tipping the Owner.

Romans 12:2 continues, “And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the
renewing of your mind.” The presented body requires a renewed mind because the world
presses its mold upon thought before conduct shows the shape. Transformation comes
through truth received, believed, and obeyed. The chapter then applies doctrine to

humility, spiritual gifts, love without dissimulation, diligence, patience, prayer, hospitality,
persecution, peace, and overcoming evil with good. “Therefore” has carried the believer
from the courtroom of Romans 3 to the altar of Romans 12. God justifies the sinner freely,
secures him in Christ, and then claims his life for service. Grace brings the man out of court
acquitted and sends him into the world accountable.

Conclusion



“Therefore” is God’s demand that conclusions remain attached to their foundations.
Romans 5:1 cannot be understood apart from the guilty world of Romans 1-3, the blood
redemption of Romans 3, and Abraham’s faith in Romans 4. Romans 8:1 cannot be severed
from the conflict of Romans 7, the deliverance through Christ, and the Spirit’s life-giving
work. Romans 12:1 cannot be turned into a plan of salvation because Paul has already
spent eleven chapters establishing mercy before asking for sacrifice. The order is inspired:
guilt, grace, justification, peace, identification, spiritual liberty, assurance, and service.
Religion reverses the order and tells men to serve until God accepts them. The gospel
announces acceptance in Christ and then calls the accepted man to serve.

The word also rebukes lazy Bible reading. A favorite verse is not a private island surrounded
by blank pages. It has roads leading into it and consequences flowing out of it. Read
backward until the evidence is clear; then read forward until the conclusion has done its
work. Context is not a fence built to keep truth away; it is the address that keeps truth from
being delivered to the wrong house. Do not preach peace without justification, no
condemnation without union with Christ, grace without holiness, or sacrifice without
mercy. Do not use practical warnings to cancel positional truth, and do not use positional
truth to silence practical commands. Paul’s argument carries both. The verdict secures the
believer, and the verdict obligates the believer. A man acquitted by grace should not return
to the alley where the crime ruled him and call that Christian liberty.

When God says “therefore,” the case is ready for judgment. The sinner cannot appeal
universal guilt; the evidence stands. He cannot appeal human works; boasting is excluded.
He can believe on Jesus Christ and receive the righteousness God provides. The believer
cannot appeal uncertainty; being justified, he has peace with God. He cannot appeal
condemnation; in Christ the eternal charge has been answered. He cannot appeal
ownership of himself; the mercies of God call his body to the altar. “Therefore” gathers the
evidence, announces the verdict, and summons the proper response. It is the courtroom
word that makes human opinion sit down while the Judge finishes the sentence.

5 of 10: Little Words, Great Doctrine — “Except”: The Door God Leaves No Way Around

Key Passage — John 3:3: “Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, | say unto thee,
Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

Introduction



The word “except” stands in the Bible like an armed guard at a door God has declared
exclusive. It does not recommend the preferred entrance, suggest a more efficient route, or
invite a committee to discuss alternative access. It removes every other possibility. When
Jesus said, “Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God,” He did not
leave room for religious ancestry, moral achievement, ceremony, scholarship, sincerity, or
ecclesiastical connections. The man standing before Him was Nicodemus—a ruler of the
Jews, a Pharisee, and a teacher in Israel. If religious credentials could open the door,
Nicodemus had enough keys to make a janitor jealous. Christ looked past the ring of
credentials and told him none of them fit the lock. A lock does not become narrow-minded
because counterfeit keys fail to turn it. He needed a birth from above.

Yet every “except” must be read in its own doctrinal setting. “Except ye repent, ye shall all
likewise perish” addresses men discussing Galilaeans killed by Pilate and others crushed
by a falling tower, with Christ warning Israel against self-righteous comparison and
approaching judgment. “Except the LORD build the house, they labour in vain that build it”
concerns the futility of labor independent of God. “Except these abide in the ship, ye
cannot be saved” in Acts 27 concerns physical deliverance from a storm, not eternal
salvation from hell. The excluding force remains real, but the excluded alternative and
promised result change with the context. A medicine label and a courtroom sentence may
both use the word “except”; only a theologian would swallow the sentence and appeal the
medicine.

Modern religion specializes in widening gates God made strait and installing side doors
where God left solid walls. One door is marked baptism, another church membership,
another moral respectability, another family tradition, another intellectual agreement, and
another sacramental obedience. Men decorate these entrances with stained glass and
certificates, but decoration cannot turn a wall into a door. The biblical “except” removes
substitutes while compelling the reader to face God’s appointed necessity. It also forbids
careless preaching from turning every conditional passage into the same doctrine. The
word must never be softened, but it must always be located. God’s exclusions are absolute
within the matter He addresses, and the honest Bible reader has no authority either to
widen them or move them.

1. “Except” Establishes a Divinely Appointed Necessity

An exception clause identifies what must occur if the stated result is to follow. John 3:3
gives both sides plainly: unless a man is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.
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“Cannot” is not “probably will not,” “may find it difficult,” or “should consider another
approach.” Human inability stands fixed until God provides the required birth. God does

not negotiate with inability or ask dead men to become slightly more cooperative corpses.



The same structure appears in John 6:44: “No man can come to me, except the Father
which hath sent me draw him.” Christ strips away the boast that fallen men naturally seek
God on their own terms. The Father must draw through revealed truth, the words of Christ,
and the conviction attending the gospel. Salvation begins with divine revelation and ends
with divine glory; human pride contributes the sin that made salvation necessary.

The word therefore humiliates alternatives. Hebrews 9:22 says, “without shedding of blood
is no remission.” Acts 4:12 says there is salvation in no other name under heaven but Jesus
Christ. John 14:6 declares, “no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” Though those
verses use different terms, they express the same exclusive principle. God appointed the
sacrifice, the Saviour, and the way. The sinner cannot arrive carrying a revised map and
demand that heaven recognize a road paved by good intentions. A man may be sincere
while traveling south on a northbound assignment. Sincerity measures intensity, not
direction. God does not honor the traveler for gripping the wrong map with both hands.

This exclusiveness offends modern religious diplomacy because diplomacy assumes every
system deserves a chair at the table. The Bible does not convene a roundtable between
Christ, Mohammed, Buddha, Rome, humanism, and positive thinking. It announces one
Mediator between God and men, “the man Christ Jesus,” who gave Himself a ransom for
all. The issue is not whether other religions contain moral observations or disciplined
followers. The issue is whether their founders bore sin, satisfied divine justice, rose bodily
from the dead, and can impart eternal life. They did not. “Except” closes their booths at the
salvation fair. Eternity is not a marketplace where the sinner shops according to taste; itis a
kingdom whose King decides the entrance.

2. “Except a Man Be Born Again” Excludes Religion and Natural Descent

Nicodemus came to Jesus by night and opened with respectful words: “Rabbi, we know
that thou art a teacher come from God.” Christ did not accept the compliment as sufficient
insight. He answered the need Nicodemus had not yet confessed. The Pharisee knew
Christ was extraordinary, but intellectual recognition is not regeneration. A man may
believe that Jesus taught wisely, performed miracles, changed history, and came from God
while remaining dead in trespasses and sins. Nicodemus had religious information without
spiritual life. Facts about the Physician are not the same as receiving the life only the
Physician can give. Christ did not prescribe additional study beneath the moonlight. He
said, “Ye must be born again.” The learned ruler needed what the uneducated sinner
needed—a birth he could not manufacture.

Natural birth gives physical life and entrance into Adam’s family; the new birth gives
spiritual life through the Spirit of God. Christ distinguishes them: “That which is born of the



flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.” Flesh can become educated
flesh, baptized flesh, disciplined flesh, conservative flesh, and church-attending flesh, but
it remains flesh. A leopard with a seminary degree still has spots. The new birth is not
rehabilitation of the old nature; it is the impartation of life from God. John 1:12-13 says
those who receive Christ and believe on His name are born “not of blood, nor of the will of
the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.”

“Except” therefore excludes ancestry. Nicodemus was a son of Abraham according to the
flesh, circumcised, covenantally privileged, scripturally educated, and nationally
connected to Israel. None of it substituted for regeneration. In the present dispensation,
being raised in a Christian home, dedicated as an infant, enrolled in church, related to a
preacher, or able to recite doctrine cannot create spiritual life. God has no grandchildren.
Every sinner must personally receive Christ by faith. The Holy Spirit regenerates the believer
through the gospel, seals him unto the day of redemption, and places him into the Body of
Christ. A family Bible may record the date of natural birth, but only faith in Christ answers
whether the person has been born twice.

3. “Except Ye Repent” Destroys Self-Righteous Comparison

Luke 13 opens with people reporting that Pilate had mingled the blood of certain
Galilaeans with their sacrifices. The common assumption was that unusual suffering
proved unusual wickedness. Christ asked whether those Galilaeans were greater sinners
than all other Galilaeans because they suffered such things. His answer was direct: “I tell
you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” He then mentioned eighteen
people killed when the tower in Siloam fell and repeated the warning. The issue was not
whether the dead were sinless. It was whether the living would use another man’s tragedy
as a mirror for themselves or as binoculars for inspecting somebody else. Self-
righteousness attends funerals mainly to grade the corpse.

The warning belongs within Christ’s ministry to Israel and the nation’s approaching
judgment. Israel possessed the law, temple, promises, priesthood, and the physical
presence of its Messiah, yet the nation’s leaders were rejecting Him. Without repentance,
destruction would come. Jerusalem would be surrounded, the temple demolished, and
multitudes would perish under Roman judgment. The parable of the barren fig tree
immediately following reinforces the national setting: privileged ground, expected fruit,
patient delay, and eventual cutting down if fruit never appeared. Privilege increases
accountability; it does not manufacture immunity from the God who granted it. The
practical warning applies broadly, but the doctrinal setting must not be erased. Christ was
not explaining Pauline justification in one sentence; He was calling a covenant nation away
from proud blindness before historical judgment fell.



Biblical repentance is not a meritorious work by which a sinner helps purchase salvation. It
is a change of mind toward God, sin, self, and the truth He has revealed, inseparable from
genuine faith. Paul preached “repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus
Christ.” The Thessalonians “turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God.” A
man cannot cling to his self-righteousness, reject Christ’s gospel, and claim saving faith
because he once agreed with a set of facts. Yet tears, sorrow, reform, restitution, and
religious penance do not pay for sin. Judas repented himself and returned the silver, but he
did not turn in saving faith to the risen Christ. Remorse stares at consequences;
repentance agrees with God and turns toward His appointed truth.

4. “Except Your Righteousness Shall Exceed” Exposes the Pharisee’s Failure

Matthew 5:20 says, “Except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the
scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.” Christ
addresses Jewish disciples in the setting of Israel’s promised kingdom and places the
standard beyond the most admired religious performers of the day. The scribes copied and
interpreted the law; the Pharisees cultivated visible separation and ceremonial precision.
To the ordinary hearer they appeared to own the penthouse of righteousness. Christ
announced that their building had no foundation. Their religion cleaned the outside,
broadened phylacteries, loved public recognition, and multiplied traditions while the heart
remained proud, covetous, hypocritical, and hostile to the Son of God.

The Sermon on the Mount presses beyond outward compliance to the inward source.
Murder begins with unjust anger, adultery with lust, falsehood with a divided tongue,
retaliation with self-assertion, and public piety with desire for human applause. Christ
does not lower Moses’ demand; He exposes the evasions by which religious men
congratulated themselves. A Pharisee could avoid literal murder while nursing hatred,
avoid physical adultery while feeding lust, and pray on a street corner while worshipping his
own reputation. His righteousness was taller on the outside because it stood on stilts. One
word from Christ kicked the stilts away and left the whole performance sitting in the dust.

For the Church Age sinner, acceptance before God requires a righteousness greater than
human performance could ever produce—the righteousness of God received through faith
in Jesus Christ. Romans 3:21-22 reveals “the righteousness of God without the law,” which
is “by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe.” Philippians 3 rejects
confidence in flesh and contrasts one’s “own righteousness, which is of the law,” with
righteousness “through the faith of Christ.” The gospel does not coach the sinner until his
record surpasses the Pharisees. It counts the believer righteous in Christ. Imputed
righteousness is not God pretending the sinner performed well; it is God crediting the merit

of the One who did. Good works should follow salvation, but they cannot compete with the



spotless obedience of the Son of God. Heaven’s standard is not better than your neighbor.
Itis perfect—and Christ alone meets it.

5. “Except Ye Eat the Flesh” Does Not Establish a Sacramental Cannibalism

John 6:53 records one of Christ’s strongest exclusions: “Except ye eat the flesh of the Son
of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you.” Rome seizes the verse, carries it past
the chapter’s explanation, and uses it to defend a priestly system in which bread and wine
supposedly become Christ’s literal body and blood. But the discourse occurred before the
Last Supper, before Calvary, and before any apostle administered the Lord’s table. Christ
was not conducting a Mass beside Galilee. A doctrine that must outrun the explanation
supplied in the same chapter has already left Scripture behind. He was confronting hearers
who wanted another free meal while refusing the spiritual reality signified by the bread.
Their stomachs followed the loaves; their hearts rejected the Son.

Christ explains His own figure. Verse 35 says, “He that cometh to me shall never hunger;
and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.” Coming corresponds to eating; believing
corresponds to drinking. Verse 47 says, “He that believeth on me hath everlasting life.”
Verse 63 settles the nature of the language: “It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh
profiteth nothing: the words that | speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.” Eating
and drinking signify the inward reception of Christ by faith, especially in view of His
sacrificial death. Literal flesh eaten by a mouth would “profit nothing” according to Christ’s
own explanation. A priest may ring a bell over bread, but noise does not change flour into
deity.

The chapter also destroys the idea that eternal life must be repeatedly consumed through a
sacrament. Christ says the believer “hath everlasting life,” not that he rents life between
religious meals. He says the one who comes will never hunger and the one who believes
will never thirst. The provision is Christ Himself received by faith. The Lord’s supper later
memorializes His body given and blood shed; it does not repeat His sacrifice or place His
living body under clerical command. Hebrews says Christ offered “one sacrifice for sins for
ever.” Calvary was an accomplished redemption, not raw material for a continuing altar.
“Except” shuts out life apart from Christ; it does not install a religious corporation between
Christ and the believer.

6. Temporal “Exceptions” Must Not Be Turned into Eternal-Salvation Formulas

Acts 27:31 gives a perfect lesson in context. During the storm at sea, certain sailors
attempted to abandon the ship under pretense of casting anchors. Paul told the centurion
and soldiers, “Except these abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved.” The “saved” in the
passage means physically delivered from shipwreck and death. Paul had already received



God’s promise that the lives aboard would be preserved, but the promised outcome
included the appointed means: the sailors must remain. Divine sovereignty did not cancel
human obedience; it guaranteed the result through the means God appointed. The soldiers
cut away the boat, everyone stayed with the vessel, and all escaped safely to land. No
honest reader imagines that remaining aboard constituted the gospel of eternal life. The
salt water in the context should wash that interpretation away before it reaches the pulpit.
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This matters because “save,” “saved,” and “salvation” do not automatically refer to
regeneration in every verse. Peter cried, “Lord, save me,” when sinking physically. Israel saw
the “salvation of the LORD” at the Red Sea when God delivered the nation from Pharaoh’s
army. Paul expected deliverance from imprisonment and opposition. The context identifies
whether salvation is spiritual, physical, national, temporal, or eternal. Likewise, an
“except” may govern survival, answered prayer, fruitfulness, fellowship, usefulness, or
entrance into a specific blessing. The excluding word retains its force, but the object of
exclusion must come from the passage. A concordance can locate the word; it cannot

replace reading the chapter.

Psalm 127:1 says, “Except the LORD build the house, they labour in vain that build it:
except the LORD keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain.” Builders must still build
and watchmen must still watch, but human labor independent of God cannot secure the
result. The verse concerns dependence, not laziness. Trusting God does not excuse
crooked walls, and posting a guard does not make Providence unnecessary. Men can
construct organizations, homes, churches, and empires impressive enough to receive
applause while lacking the foundation God honors. The tower may rise, the budget may
balance, and the publicity department may issue a glossy report; if the Lord is absent,
vanity laid every brick.

7. Christ’s Death and the Believer’s Abiding Govern Spiritual Fruit

John 12:24 says, “Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if
it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.” Christ spoke as His hour approached, explaining the
necessity and fruitfulness of His death. The grain must enter the ground before
multiplication comes. Without Calvary there is no redeemed harvest, no Body of Christ
purchased by blood, no resurrection hope, and no gathering of saved sinners from among
the nations. Bethlehem gave the world the sinless Seed, but only Calvary placed that Seed
into death for a harvest of redeemed souls. Men wanted a kingdom without a cross and a
crowned Messiah without a suffering Lamb. God’s order placed sacrifice before glory. The
road to the throne passed through the tomb, and no cheering crowd could build a detour.



The principle then reaches discipleship. “He that loveth his life shall lose it,” while the one
who hates his life in this world keeps it unto life eternal. Christ does not teach that self-
destruction purchases salvation. He teaches that fruitful service requires the death of self-
interest, worldly ambition, and the demand to preserve comfort at all costs. Paul expressed
it as being crucified with Christ and living by the faith of the Son of God. The servant must
stop treating personal comfort as a sacred cow that even Christ may not disturb. A seed
kept polished on a shelf may remain admired and barren. Fruit comes when it enters the
ground. The Christian who wants influence without sacrifice, resurrection power without
fellowship with suffering, and a crown without a cross has ordered a harvest while refusing
to plant.

John 15 gives the related condition of abiding. Christ says, “Except ye abide in me,” in the
broader teaching that the branch cannot bear fruit of itself. The issue is fruitful discipleship
and practical communion with the true Vine. Life comes from Christ, and fruit appears as
His life operates through the dependent branch. A believer who neglects Christ’s words,
prayer, obedience, and fellowship becomes withered and useless in testimony. Activity
cannot substitute for abiding. A branch may attend conferences on fruit production, print
colorful diagrams of grapes, and appoint a committee on vineyard growth; disconnected
from the vine, it remains excellent firewood. God’s “except” removes independence from
Christian service just as surely as John 3 removes natural birth from regeneration.

Conclusion

The biblical “except” is a locked gate against substitutes. Except a man be born again,
natural religion cannot give him spiritual sight. Except Israel repented, national privilege
could not shield it from judgment. Except righteousness exceeds Pharisaical performance,
outward religion cannot enter God’s kingdom. Except a person receives Christ by faith,
ceremonial eating supplies no life. Except the appointed sailors remained in the ship,
passengers could not survive the storm. Except the Lord builds, human labor ends in
vanity. Except the grain dies, there is no harvest; except the branch abides, there is no fruit.
God’s necessities are not arbitrary obstacles; they expose the exact helplessness human
pride tries hardest to conceal. The passages concern different subjects, but each word of
exclusion performs its assigned work without apology.

Right division therefore protects both the force and location of the word. It refuses to turn
Luke 13 into a Church Age works gospel, Acts 27 into a regeneration formula, John 6 into a
Roman altar, Psalm 127 into an excuse for laziness, or John 15 into the loss of eternal
security. At the same time, it refuses to soften Christ’s demand for the new birth, His call to
repentance, God’s perfect standard of righteousness, the necessity of Calvary, or the
believer’s dependence upon Christ for fruit. Context is not a loophole through which



obedience escapes. Itis the fence that keeps the warning on the property God assigned to
it. Pull down that fence, and every warning wanders into the wrong field while false doctrine
claims it found new pasture.

God has appointed the entrance, and no credential can bribe the Gatekeeper. The pope
cannot open another door, the professor cannot lecture a hole through the wall, the
Pharisee cannot stack good works high enough to climb over it, and the respectable church
member cannot inherit the new birth from his family. Jesus Christ is the way. His blood is
the payment. His resurrection is the victory. Faith receives Him, the Spirit gives life, and
grace excludes boasting. The exclusiveness of Christ is not cruelty; it is mercy speaking
plainly before the sinner reaches a door his religion cannot open. Modern religion may hang
signs over a hundred side entrances, but eternity will reveal that most of them were painted
on brick. When God says “except,” the wise man stops searching for another way and
enters by the door God opened.

6 of 10: Little Words, Great Doctrine — “Until”: The Prophetic Boundary Men Refuse to
Respect

Key Passage — Romans 11:25-26: “For | would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of
this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened
to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. And so all Israel shall be saved.”

Introduction

The word “until” is one of God’s posted mile markers on the highway of prophecy. It tells the
reader that a condition continues to an appointed boundary, an event remains future
during a stated interval, or a change occurs when God’s schedule reaches its next marked
point. Christ remains in heaven “until the times of restitution of all things.” Jerusalem is
trodden down “until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.” Blindness in part rests upon
Israel “until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.” The restraining power holds back the
open manifestation of lawlessness “until he be taken out of the way.” Each statement
places a divine fence between what is happening now and what God has appointed to
happen next. These are not decorative phrases added to make prophecy sound mysterious.
They are chronological hinges. Remove them, and the whole door of prophetic order falls
crooked in the frame.

Religious systems dislike prophetic boundaries because boundaries interfere with
confiscation. If Israel’s blindness lasts “until,” then Israel has not been permanently



replaced. If Jerusalem’s Gentile domination lasts “until,” then Gentile power does not own
the city forever. If heaven receives Christ “until” a future restitution, then the kingdom
promises have not all dissolved into invisible symbolism. If restraint continues “until” a
removal, then the man of sin does not emerge whenever a newspaper headline frightens a
prophecy hobbyist. The word will not allow present conditions to swallow the future or
future events to invade the present out of order. One inspired word can stop Rome,
replacement theology, postmillennial optimism, and date-setting sensationalism at the
same railroad crossing. The sign says a train is coming. A theologian may repaint the sign,
but he should not park his system on the tracks.

Yet “until” must be handled with precision. It marks a boundary, but the context determines
what changes at that boundary and what continues beyond it. Psalm 110:1 says the Son
sits at the Father’s right hand “until” His enemies are made His footstool; that does not
mean He ceases to reign when the enemies are subdued. Matthew 28:20 promises Christ’s
presence “unto the end of the world”; it does not imply abandonment afterward. On the
other hand, Matthew 1:25 says Joseph “knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn
son,” naturally marking a change after Christ’s birth. The word establishes the line; the
surrounding doctrine tells what happens when the line is crossed. Prophecy requires a
watch, not a hammer for smashing every clock into the same hour.

1. “Until” Marks Duration, Boundary, and Appointed Change

At its simplest, “until” identifies a duration reaching a stated point. Genesis 49:10 says,
“The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh
come.” The verse carries Judah’s royal significance forward toward the coming of the
rightful Ruler. It does not teach that Judah becomes meaningless after Messiah appears;
the coming of Shiloh fulfills and enlarges the royal promise. The boundary gathers
expectation around an event rather than erasing everything that preceded it. Likewise,
Hosea 5:15 records the Lord saying, “l will go and return to my place, till they acknowledge
their offence, and seek my face.” His withdrawal continues toward Israel’s future
acknowledgment. The boundary is not accidental. It is tied to national repentance in
affliction and the return of the rejected King.

The word may indicate that a condition changes afterward, but it does not force the exact
opposite of everything preceding it. Second Samuel 6:23 says Michal “had no child unto
the day of her death.” No sensible reader imagines she bore triplets the following week. The
statement marks the entire remaining span of her earthly life without implying a reversal
beyond it. The boundary can close the period under discussion without creating a new
condition beyond the reach of the statement. First Corinthians 15:25 says Christ “must
reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet.” When the last enemy is subdued, His reign



does not expire like a hunting license. Revelation 11:15 announces that He “shall reign for
ever and ever.” The “till” marks the conquest of enemies, not the termination of kingship.

Context must therefore govern interpretation. Matthew 1:25 states that Joseph “knew her
not till she had brought forth her firstborn son.” The ordinary marital wording, joined with
“firstborn” and the later references to Jesus’ brethren and sisters, gives no support to
perpetual virginity after the birth. Rome must place tradition over the sentence to keep
Joseph permanently outside his own marriage. By contrast, Christ’s promise to be with His
disciples “unto the end of the world” cannot mean His presence expires when His kingdom
arrives. Same boundary word, different continuation. A word study without contextual
judgment is a toolbox dumped down the stairs: plenty of instruments, no craftsmanship.

2. Heaven Receives Christ “Until the Times of Restitution”

Acts 3 records Peter preaching to “Ye men of Israel” in Jerusalem after the healing of the
lame man. He charges the nation with denying the Holy One and the Just and killing the
Prince of life, whom God raised from the dead. Then he calls them to repent and be
converted, “that the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; And he
shall send Jesus Christ.” The audience, accusation, promised refreshing, and sending of
the Messiah are all rooted in Israel’s prophetic program. The miracle at the temple gate
served as a kingdom sign before the very nation promised restoration through Messiah.
Peter is not explaining the mystery of the Body of Christ later revealed through Paul. He is
confronting the covenant nation with its rejection of the risen King.

Acts 3:21 says concerning Jesus Christ, “Whom the heaven must receive until the times of
restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since
the world began.” Christ’s present heavenly reception has a boundary. He ascended bodily,
sits at the Father’s right hand, and remains there until the prophetic time arrives for
restoration. The prophets spoke of Israel restored, Jerusalem exalted, the nations judged,
creation relieved, righteousness established, and David’s Son reigning over the earth.
Restitution is not the gradual improvement of civilization by religious education. Anyone
who thinks this present world is climbing steadily toward the Millennium has mistaken the
smoke from the engine for progress on the road.

The verse also distinguishes the prophetic kingdom from the mystery of the Church. Acts 3
speaks of what the prophets declared “since the world began.” Paul says the Body of Christ
was a mystery “kept secret since the world began” and later revealed. What was spoken
and what was secret cannot be identical without making language perform acrobatics in a
straitjacket. The Church is now seated with Christ in heavenly places and awaits the
Rapture; Israel’s national restoration awaits the Second Advent and the kingdom promised



through the prophets. Heaven receives Christ during this interval, but it will not retain Him
forever. The same Jesus who ascended will return, and His feet will stand where prophecy
placed them.

3. Jerusalem Is Trodden Down “Until the Times of the Gentiles Be Fulfilled”

Luke 21:24 says of Jerusalem, “it shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of
the Gentiles be fulfilled.” The statement belongs to Christ’s prophetic discourse concerning
Jerusalem’s judgment, dispersion, tribulation, and His visible return. Gentile domination
did not begin in the twentieth century. Its great imperial course is displayed in Daniel,
where Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, Rome, and the final form of Gentile power occupy
the stage while Israel lacks an independent Davidic throne. Nebuchadnezzar’s image
stands tall through the centuries until the stone cut without hands strikes the feet. Human
government has had a long season to demonstrate its wisdom, and the report card is
written in blood.

The destruction of Jerusalem under Rome fulfilled a terrible portion of Christ’s warning, but
the “until” looks beyond that devastation to the completion of Gentile times. Jerusalem has
been captured, contested, rebuilt, occupied, and claimed through changing empires.
Political developments involving the modern State of Israel are significant, but they do not
by themselves complete every covenant promise or end Gentile influence. Restoration
unfolds according to God’s prophetic requirements, not according to the enthusiasm of
headline interpreters. The city remains contested, the nations remain hostile, and David’s
Sonis not yet sitting upon David’s throne in Jerusalem. Prophecy is not fulfilled merely
because a flag changed over a government building. The King must return, the nations must
be judged, and Jerusalem must become what the prophets said under His righteous rule.

The boundary is the Second Advent. Daniel 2 shows the stone destroying the Gentile image
and becoming a great mountain that fills the whole earth. Zechariah 14 shows the Lord
going forth against the nations, His feet standing upon the mount of Olives, and the LORD
becoming King over all the earth. Revelation 19 presents Christ descending as King of kings
to destroy the beast and his armies. Only then does Gentile supremacy meet its appointed
end. Replacement theology tries to end Israel’s story early and give the closing chapter to
the Church. “Until” refuses the forged transfer. Jerusalem’s trampling has an expiration
date written by God, not by the United Nations or a church council.

4. Israel’s Blindness Lasts “Until the Fulness of the Gentiles Be Come In”

Romans 11:25 warns Gentile believers against ignorance and conceit: “blindness in part is
happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.” Every word disciplines
pride. The blindness is “in part,” not total, because a remnant of Jewish believers exists



according to the election of grace. It “is happened,” describing a judicial condition related
to Israel’s rejection of Messiah. It is upon “Israel,” not an imaginary symbol for the Church.
And it lasts “until,” which makes the condition temporary rather than permanent. Paul even
states his purpose: Gentiles must not become “wise in your own conceits” by misreading
Israel’s fall. A doctrine teaching that God has finished forever with national Israel collides
with the sentence before it escapes the verse.

The “fulness of the Gentiles” concerns the present ingathering associated with God’s work
among the nations and the completion of the Body of Christ. It should not be confused with
“the times of the Gentiles” in Luke 21, which concerns Gentile political domination over
Jerusalem. One speaks of fullness coming in; the other speaks of times being fulfilled.
Similar vocabulary does not erase distinct subjects. Confusing them is like mistaking the
passengers boarding a train for the governments controlling the station. The Church is
being gathered from Jew and Gentile into one spiritual Body during this dispensation. When
that work reaches God’s appointed fullness and the Church is caught up, the prophetic
clock concerning Israel moves into its final, severe, and glorious movements. God owns the
clock; prophecy experts merely keep smudging the glass.

Paul continues, “And so all Israel shall be saved,” citing the Deliverer who comes out of
Sion and turns away ungodliness from Jacob. The covenant concerns the removal of
Israel’s sins. This is national and future, accomplished when the surviving remnant beholds
the returning Messiah and receives Him. It does not mean every Jew of every century is
automatically saved apart from faith, nor does it permit anyone to rename the Church
“Israel” and steal the promise. Romans 11 keeps the natural branches, Gentile wild
branches, root, fall, fullness, blindness, Deliverer, and covenant in their proper
relationships. God has not forgotten Abraham’s physical seed. The gifts and calling of God
are without repentance, even when theologians wish the paperwork had been lost.

5. Restraint Continues “Until He Be Taken Out of the Way”

Second Thessalonians 2 corrects confusion about the day of Christ and the revelation of
the man of sin. Paul reminds the believers that apostasy and the unveiling of that wicked
one belong to an ordered sequence. The mystery of iniquity was already working in the
apostolic age, but open lawlessness remained under restraint: “only he who now letteth
will let, until he be taken out of the way.” In the King James Bible, “letteth” here means
restrains or hinders, as the context plainly demonstrates. The old English has not failed;
modern readers simply need to let the sentence define its own action. Evil is active,
organized, and pressing forward, but it is not sovereign. Satan cannot unveil his counterfeit
christ one afternoon early.



The restraining power is the Holy Spirit operating in His present relationship to the indwelt
Church, the Body of Christ. The Holy Spirit is God and therefore does not cease to exist or
become absent from creation after the Rapture. He will work during the Tribulation,
convict, empower witnesses, and deal with men according to that prophetic period. What
changes is the present restraining ministry bound up with the Church’s presence. The
removal is not the extinction of divine activity; it is a dispensational change in the manner
and instrument of restraint. When Christ descends into the air, the dead in Christ rise, living
saints are caught up, and the Body is removed from the approaching wrath. The restrainer’s
present operation is taken out of the way, clearing the stage for the man of sin to be
revealed in his appointed hour.

This order supports the pre-Tribulation Rapture and protects the Church from being shoved
into Israel’s seventieth week. First Thessalonians 1 says believers wait for God’s Son from
heaven, who delivered us from the wrath to come. First Thessalonians 5 says God has not
appointed us to wrath. Revelation’s seals, trumpets, and vials concern divine judgment
upon the earth, not Christ cleansing His Bride by feeding her to Antichrist. The Church may
suffer persecution from men now, but that is not the same as being appointed to the
eschatological wrath of God. A theologian who cannot distinguish persecution from divine
wrath has put every storm cloud in the same filing cabinet.

6. Christ Reigns “Till He Hath Put All Enemies under His Feet”

Psalm 110:1 records, “The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until | make
thine enemies thy footstool.” Christ cited this verse to expose the Pharisees’ shallow
understanding of David’s Son, and the apostles repeatedly applied it to His exaltation. The
rejected Messiah sits at the Father’s right hand during the present interval, awaiting the
appointed subjection of His enemies. His seated position does not mean inactivity or
weakness. He intercedes for believers, directs His Church, and possesses all authority. Yet
the public, earthly crushing of hostile powers awaits the prophetic hour. The world has not
become His footstool merely because a cathedral placed a cross above its roof.

First Corinthians 15:25 carries the statement forward: “For he must reign, till he hath put all
enemies under his feet. The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.” Christ’s
mediatorial kingdom brings every enemy into subjection, including death. The Second
Advent destroys the beast’s armies, the Millennium displays righteous government, Satan’s
final revolt is crushed, the Great White Throne judges the dead, and death and hell are cast
into the lake of fire. Every enemy meets Christ in its appointed order, and none survives by
appealing the schedule. Then the Son delivers up the kingdom to God the Father, that God
may be allin all. The order is conquest, resurrection, judgment, and consummation—not
an endless Church Age gradually teaching death to behave itself.



This passage demonstrates why “until” does not always mean the preceding truth ceases
afterward. Christ reigns until every enemy is subdued, but He does not become an ex-King
after victory. Revelation 22:5 says His servants “shall reign for ever and ever,” and His
throne remains in the eternal order. What changes is the administration and the completed
purpose of the mediatorial kingdom. The warrior phase reaches victory; the kingship does
not evaporate. A contractor builds until the house is finished, but completion does not
require him to burn the house. The boundary marks fulfilled purpose, not necessarily
abolished reality.

7. Israel Will Not See the King “Till” It Welcomes Him

Matthew 23 closes Christ’s public denunciation of the scribes and Pharisees with a lament
over Jerusalem. He says their house is left desolate and then declares, “Ye shall not see me
henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.” The nation
rejected the King at His first coming, and desolation followed. Yet “till” places a boundary
upon that absence. Judgment occupies the interval, but judgment does not cancel the
covenant awaiting fulfillment beyond it. The same Jerusalem connected with rejection will
one day welcome the returning Messiah with the language of Psalm 118. The verse makes
no sense if Israel disappears permanently into the Church. A pronoun may look small, but
“ye” has ruined many replacement-theology sermons before the preacher finished the
sentence.

Hosea 5:15 supplies the prophetic background: “l will go and return to my place, till they
acknowledge their offence, and seek my face: in their affliction they will seek me early.” The
Lord returns to His place following rejection and remains withdrawn until Israel
acknowledges the national offence. The “affliction” points toward Jacob’s trouble, when
false confidence collapses and the remnant seeks the true Messiah. Hosea 6 follows with
the call, “Come, and let us return unto the LORD,” and speaks of revival and raising
connected with appointed days. Israel’s restoration comes through chastening,
repentance, and the appearance of the Deliverer—not through Gentile theologians
declaring the patient legally dead and taking possession of the estate.

Revelation 20 provides another unmistakable boundary. Satan is bound in the bottomless
pit “till the thousand years should be fulfilled,” after which he “must be loosed a little
season.” The saints live and reign with Christ a thousand years; the rest of the dead live not
again “until the thousand years were finished.” These words establish duration, sequence,
and distinction. The Millennium cannot honestly be reduced to the present Church Age
while Satan goes about as a roaring lion and the first resurrection remains future. God
counted the years, marked the imprisonment, delayed the remaining resurrection, and



scheduled the final release. Amillennialism reads the timetable and announces that clocks
are symbolic because the appointment is inconvenient.

Conclusion

The prophetic “until” preserves God’s order. Heaven receives Christ until restitution.
Jerusalem remains under Gentile domination until Gentile times are fulfilled. Israel’s
blindness continues in part until Gentile fullness comes in. Restraint holds back the man of
sin until the restraining operation is removed. Christ sits at the Father’s right hand until His
enemies become His footstool. Israel does not see Him again until it welcomes the One
who comes in the Lord’s name. Satan remains bound until the thousand years end, and the
rest of the dead await resurrection until that same boundary. Each marker keeps one event
from trespassing upon another and guards the identity of the people involved. These are
not random expressions. They form an inspired schedule from rejection to return, from
restraint to wrath, and from kingdom to eternity.

The word also protects vital doctrinal distinctions. The Church is not Israel, the fullness of
the Gentiles is not the times of the Gentiles, the Rapture is not the Second Advent,
persecution is not divine wrath, Christ’s present heavenly session is not His future Davidic
reign, and the Millennium is not a poetic description of this confused age. God may
connect these events within one purpose, but He separates them by persons, places,
covenants, and time markers. Sequence is not needless complication; it is the order in
which divine faithfulness displays every promise. Right division does not invent gaps; it
honors the boundaries already printed in the text. The theologian who erases every “until”
can fit prophecy onto one page, but only after using the page as an eraser against Scripture.

God'’s prophetic clock has not stopped because men lost interest in reading it. Every hand
moves according to His counsel, every boundary arrives at His appointed moment, and
every promise reaches the people to whom He made it. Delay from the human viewpoint is
not disorder in the divine timetable; the Clockmaker has never missed an appointment.
The Church will be caught up, restraint will change, the man of sin will be revealed, Jacob
will pass through trouble, the King will return, Jerusalem will be delivered, Israel will be
restored, the nations will be judged, and Christ will reign. Men may revise charts, rename
covenants, spiritualize cities, and hand Israel’s mail to the Church, but one little word
keeps standing beside the road: “until.” God planted the marker, and no theological
bulldozer has permission to move it.



7 of 10: Little Words, Great Doctrine — “Yet”: Faith Standing in the Face of the
Apparent Contradiction

Key Passage — Job 13:15: “Though he slay me, yet will | trust in him: but | will maintain mine
own ways before him.”

Introduction

The word “yet” does not erase the darkness in the first half of a sentence; it refuses to let
darkness write the final half. Job did not say God would never slay him. Habakkuk did not
pretend the fig tree was blossoming when it was bare. Martha did not deny that Lazarus had
been dead four days. Paul did not call sorrow imaginary, poverty abundance, or
persecution comfort. Biblical faith looks directly at the grave, the empty barn, the diseased
body, the hostile crowd, and the unanswered question. It neither flinches from the
evidence nor crowns the evidence king. Then it remembers that visible conditions are not
the highest court of appeal. “Yet” is the hinge upon which faith turns from what the eye
reports to what God has spoken. Sight gives testimony; faith cross-examines the witness.

This is where biblical faith separates from positive-thinking nonsense. Positive thinking tries
to improve the first clause by renaming it. Faith leaves the first clause exactly as severe as
Scripture made it and introduces a greater certainty. The furnace is hot—yet God is able.
The body is dead—yet Christ is the resurrection. The crop has failed—yet the prophet
rejoices in the LORD. The apostle is sorrowful—yet always rejoicing. Faith does not stand in
a flooded basement declaring the carpet dry because negativity might hinder a blessing. It
moves the furniture, tells the truth about the water, and trusts God when the foundation
still belongs to Him. The Bible never requires a believer to lie about creation in order to
honor the Creator. Denial needs facts to disappear. Faith can survive while the facts are
still standing in the room.

The strength of “yet” rests entirely upon the character and promise of God. Human
determination cannot carry the word. A stubborn man may grit his teeth, announce that
everything will improve, and collapse when circumstances refuse to cooperate. Biblical
faith has an object outside the believer: the God who cannot lie, the Christ who conquered
death, the blood that secured redemption, the Spirit who seals the saint, and the word that
endureth for ever. Its certainty rises or falls with God’s faithfulness, not with the believer’s
emotional temperature. Faith is not confidence in confidence. Itis confidence in God. The
flesh sees the first clause and surrenders; presumption ignores the first clause and boasts;
faith reads the whole sentence and lets “yet” finish what suffering began.

1. “Yet” Acknowledges the Trial without Surrendering the Truth



The word ordinarily introduces something that remains true despite what has just been
stated. That relationship is crucial. Proverbs 30:24 says, “There be four things which are
little upon the earth, but they are exceeding wise,” and then describes creatures weak in
appearance yet effective by appointed wisdom. Scripture repeatedly places outward
limitation beside inward or divine sufficiency. Paul speaks of treasure in earthen vessels so
that the excellency of the power may be of God. The vessel remains earthen; the treasure
remains glorious. Weakness becomes the stage upon which divine sufficiency can be seen
without confusing the Actor with the scenery. Faith does not confuse the two. It admits that
man is dust while insisting that God’s power is not dust. A cracked pot does not need to
pretend itis iron when the treasure belongs to God.

Daniel 3 gives the principle without using the exact word. Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego told Nebuchadnezzar, “our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the
burning fiery furnace.” Then they added, “But if not,” they would not serve his gods. That is
not weak faith. It is faith purified from the demand that God prove Himself by following
man’s preferred outcome. They knew His ability, obeyed His command against idolatry, and
left the method of deliverance with Him. Their obedience was settled before the furnace
door opened. Positive confession would have announced that no flame could touch them
because they had spoken victory. Biblical faith walked toward the furnace without
negotiating obedience. God delivered them in the fire before He delivered them out of it.

True faith therefore distinguishes promise from preference. God has promised eternal life
to the believer, resurrection for the body, sufficient grace, His abiding presence, ultimate
conformity to Christ, and final glory. He has not promised that every illness will be healed
today, every account will remain full, every enemy will apologize, every faithful servant will
escape prison, or every prayer will be answered according to personal preference. Paul left
Trophimus sick at Miletum and prescribed Timothy something practical for his infirmities;
neither case embarrassed apostolic faith. Faith may ask boldly, but it does not forge God’s
signature beneath its desires. “Yet” is strong because it stands on something God actually
said. Presumption writes its own check and calls the returned payment persecution.

2. “Though He Slay Me, Yet Will | Trust in Him” Faces God Himself

Job’s confession rises from devastation few people could describe without trembling. His
children were dead, his possessions gone, his servants slain, his body covered with boils,
his wife urging him to curse God, and his friends steadily turning grief into an interrogation
room. Job did not lose one comfort; his visible world collapsed in layers. Even his
reputation became another wound as friends assumed calamity must be proof of secret
wickedness. Satan had accused him of serving God only because God protected and
prospered him. The trial therefore exposed the central question: Is God worthy of trust



when His gifts are removed and His providence cannot be explained? Job answered from
the ash heap, not from a padded chair at a prosperity conference.

“Though he slay me” carries the trial to its farthest conceivable point. Job does not merely
say, “Though He inconvenience me,” “Though He delay my promotion,” or “Though He allow
one discouraging afternoon.” He places death itself in the first clause. “Yet will | trust in
him” places God’s character in the second. The sentence gives God no obligation to
preserve Job’s present life before remaining worthy of Job’s trust. Job knew he could not
outlive God’s authority or escape His judgment, but he also knew his case belonged before
God rather than before the shallow court of his friends. His trust was not complete
understanding. Faith often begins where explanations run out. A map is useful on a familiar
road; trust becomes visible when the road disappears into fog and God still says, “Follow

»

me.

Job’s statement must not be romanticized as though every sentence he spoke was perfect.
The verse continues, “but | will maintain mine own ways before him.” Throughout the book,
Job sometimes defended himself too strongly, spoke without full knowledge, and later
confessed that he had uttered things he understood not. God corrected him without
endorsing the friends’ false accusations. The greatness of Job 13:15 lies not in sinless
reasoning but in the direction of his trust amid confusion. He would bring his complaint,
fear, integrity, and life before God. The Lord could rebuke Job’s excesses because Job was
still present before Him, listening when the whirlwind finally spoke. Faith can ask hard
questions; unbelief places God in the defendant’s chair and appoints itself judge. Job
argued, but he kept turning toward God. His friends explained everything and missed God
entirely.

3.“Yet | Will Rejoice in the LORD” Worships When the Fields Are Empty

Habakkuk lived under the shadow of coming judgment. He asked how long violence, strife,
and lawlessness would continue in Judah, only to learn that God was raising the Chaldeans
as an instrument of chastisement. The answer created another difficulty: how could a holy
God use a nation more wicked than Judah? Habakkuk wrestled with the revelation until he
stood upon the watch, received God’s answer, and learned that “the just shall live by his
faith.” He was not given a painless explanation that made invasion attractive; he was given
a righteous God in whom faith could rest. The book does not move from trouble to an easy
escape. It moves from questioning circumstances to trembling worship before the God
who governs nations. Faith did not change the forecast. It changed where the prophet
stood while reading it.



Habakkuk 3:17 empties the visible storehouse: “Although the fig tree shall not blossom,
neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield
no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls.”
That is agricultural collapse, economic ruin, food scarcity, and national disaster. The
prophet names each loss. Every major source of food and livelihood has failed before verse
18 begins. He does not call barren branches “invisible figs” or empty stalls “a harvest
waiting to manifest.” He counts the absence honestly. Faith is not embarrassed by an
accurate inventory. God does not need the books cooked before He receives worship.

Then verse 18 turns the sentence: “Yet | will rejoice in the LORD, | will joy in the God of my
salvation.” Habakkuk’s joy rests not in figs, vines, olives, fields, flocks, or herds, butin the
LORD. Gifts may disappear while the Giver remains. Verse 19 adds, “The LORD God is my
strength,” enabling the prophet to walk upon high places. The prophet does not rejoice in
famine; he rejoices in God while famine cannot remove God from His throne. This does not
make deprivation pleasant or judgment painless. It establishes a source of joy deeper than
circumstances and a strength not manufactured by abundance. Prosperity preaching
teaches men to rejoice because the barn is full. Habakkuk teaches faith to sing when the
barn echoes.

4. “Though He Were Dead, Yet Shall He Live” Places Resurrection beyond the Grave

When Jesus arrived near Bethany, Lazarus had already been in the grave four days. Martha
met Him with a sentence containing grief and faith: “Lord, if thou hadst been here, my
brother had not died.” She knew Christ’s power, but the timing wounded her understanding.
The delay seemed to contradict the love announced at the beginning of the chapter. Jesus
told her, “Thy brother shall rise again.” Martha answered correctly that Lazarus would rise
“in the resurrection at the last day.” She possessed true future doctrine, yet Christ stood
before her as the personal source of that promised resurrection. Sound doctrine was not
wrong; it was about to meet the Lord who made it true.

Jesus declared, “l am the resurrection, and the life.” He did not merely say He could
perform a resurrection or explain resurrection theology. Resurrection and life reside in Him.
Then He said, “he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live.” Death
occupies the first clause as a real enemy. Lazarus was not asleep in the modern
sentimental sense, recovering behind the stone, or living only in family memories. His body
had begun to corrupt. The doctrine rests on Christ’s Person, so death must defeat Him
before it can permanently keep anyone who is His. Yet physical death could not cancel the
life Christ gives. The grave is a locked room to man, but Christ carries the key and does not
ask the undertaker for permission.



Christ then called, “Lazarus, come forth,” and the dead man obeyed. That sign anticipated
the greater certainty of Christ’s own resurrection and the future resurrection of His saints.
The same voice that reached one tomb in Bethany will command an innumerable company
at the Rapture. First Thessalonians 4 says the dead in Christ shall rise first when the Lord
descends from heaven; living believers will be caught up with them to meet the Lord in the
air. First Corinthians 15 declares that the corruptible shall put on incorruption and the
mortal immortality. The believer may enter the grave, yet the grave does not own him.
Eternal security reaches through death because eternal life rests in the risen Christ. A
cemetery is not God’s storage problem. It is ground awaiting a trumpet.

5. “Yet He, Being Full of Compassion” Places Mercy against Deserved Judgment

Psalm 78 rehearses Israel’s rebellion despite deliverance from Egypt, guidance by cloud
and fire, divided waters, wilderness provision, and repeated displays of power. The nation
tempted God, limited the Holy One of Israel, forgot His mighty acts, and turned back from
covenant faithfulness. Their history exposes the short memory of sinful flesh. A miracle
that silences murmuring today can become yesterday’s forgotten news when appetite
speaks tomorrow. Israel carried visible evidence of God’s care and still rebelled. Miracles
can reveal power, but they do not force a stubborn heart to love the God who performs
them. The psalm is not flattering national nostalgia. It is a courtroom record proving that
privilege without faithfulness multiplies accountability.

Then Psalm 78:38 says, “But he, being full of compassion, forgave their iniquity, and
destroyed them not: yea, many a time turned he his anger away, and did not stir up all his
wrath.” Mercy stands as the divine answer they did not deserve. God remembered that they
were flesh, “a wind that passeth away, and cometh not again.” Compassion did not
redefine rebellion as emotional injury or announce that holiness had become less
important. Wrath was deserved, iniquity required forgiveness, and repeated provocation
remained evil. Mercy is meaningful only because judgment could have fallen righteously
and completely. “Yet” mercy restrained the full measure of judgment. Grace shines
because guilt is real; turn guilt into a misunderstanding, and mercy becomes a
participation trophy.

Nehemiah 9 tells the same history through repeated reversals. Israel dealt proudly,
hardened its neck, refused commandments, made a molten calf, rebelled after receiving
rest, and returned to wickedness after deliverance. Yet God remained ready to pardon,
gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness. When they cried under
oppression, He heard from heaven “according to thy manifold mercies.” Mercy repeatedly
answered confession, though chastening repeatedly answered rebellion. This does not
erase covenant chastening, dispersion, or the seriousness of disobedience. It reveals



divine faithfulness surviving human failure. The Christian does not use mercy to defend sin;
he sees in mercy every reason to forsake it. A man who turns pardon into permission has
mistaken the courtroom door for the entrance to another crime scene.

6. “Sorrowful, Yet Alway Rejoicing” Describes Apostolic Christianity

Second Corinthians 6:8-10 presents the apostolic life through apparent contradictions: “as
deceivers, and yet true; As unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and, behold, we live; as
chastened, and not killed; As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich;
as having nothing, and yet possessing all things.” Paul does not market Christianity as
uninterrupted emotional comfort. He speaks of afflictions, necessities, distresses, stripes,
imprisonments, tumults, labours, watchings, and fastings. His credentials were not
embroidered on a robe; many of them were cut into his back. The apostle who possessed
the fullest revelation of Church doctrine also possessed scars. Evidently no one informed
him that sufficient faith should produce a luxury chariot and a book contract.

“Sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing” is not emotional dishonesty. Sorrow and joy can exist
together because they arise from different objects. Paul sorrowed over lost Israel, carnal
churches, departing workers, false teachers, suffering saints, and his own burdens. He
rejoiced in Christ, the gospel’s advance, the believer’s eternal standing, the Spirit’s work,
and the glory to come. Joy is not the absence of grief; it is the presence of a hope grief
cannot bury. Christian joy is not a permanent grin pasted over grief. Jesus wept at Lazarus’s
tomb while knowing resurrection was minutes away. The shortest verse did not cancel the
greatest hope. Tears can travel down a face that is still turned toward heaven.

Second Corinthians 4 explains the sustaining perspective: “We are troubled on every side,
yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast
down, but not destroyed.” Paul carried in his body the dying of the Lord Jesus so that
Christ’s life might be manifested. The outward man perished while the inward man was
renewed day by day. Affliction pressed from every direction, but it could not occupy the
throne reserved for God’s promise. Present affliction was “light” only when weighed against
an eternal weight of glory, not because lashes and prisons felt light to the nerves. Faith
uses heaven’s scale. The world places suffering on one side and nothing beyond death on
the other; naturally it collapses into despair. Scripture places eternal glory on the opposite
side, and the beam moves.

7. “Yet a Little While” Makes Future Certainty Stronger than Present Delay

Hebrews 10:35-37 urges suffering believers not to cast away their confidence, for it carries
great recompence of reward. They need patience after doing the will of God so that they
may receive the promise. Then comes the assurance: “For yet a little while, and he that



shall come will come, and will not tarry.” The language speaks from God’s timetable, not
human impatience. Waiting tests whether faith rests in the Promiser or merely in a
preferred date circled on the calendar. What feels long within persecution remains “a little
while” beside eternity and within the fixed counsel of God. Delay does not mean
cancellation. The Lord’s return is not made uncertain because generations of scoffers have
checked their watches and smirked.

The passage has a strong Hebrew and prophetic character, drawing upon Habakkuk and
warning against drawing back during coming pressure. It must not be used to erase the
distinct hope of the Body of Christ or force the Church into Israel’s Tribulation. Yet its
declaration reveals a truth consistent throughout Scripture: God completes what He
promises at the appointed time. The Church awaits Christ in the air before the wrath; Israel
awaits the Deliverer through its prophetic crisis; the nations await the King who comes to
judge and reign. Different companies and events remain distinct, but none depends upon
man’s ability to keep the schedule. God has never asked prophecy experts to wind His
clock.

Haggai 2:6 says, “Yet once, it is a little while, and | will shake the heavens, and the earth,”
language applied in Hebrews 12 to a future shaking that removes what can be shaken so
that the unshakable kingdom remains. Present systems look permanent because men
were born inside them and have never watched God overturn them. Longevity is not
eternity, and political stability is not a covenant with tomorrow. Empires build monuments,
markets worship numbers, rulers speak as though tomorrow belongs to their office, and
religion decorates the age as if Christ will never interrupt the program. “Yet” places divine
intervention against apparent permanence. The world is stable only until God shakes it.
Faith serves the coming King before the scaffolding starts to move.

Conclusion

The biblical “yet” does not deny the first clause. Job may be slain, Habakkuk’s fields may be
empty, Lazarus may be dead, Israel may deserve wrath, Paul may be sorrowful, and the
promise may appear delayed. Scripture states each reality without embarrassment. Then
“yet” introduces what suffering cannot cancel: God remains trustworthy, salvation remains
worthy of joy, Christ remains the resurrection, mercy remains available, apostolic joy
remains deeper than sorrow, and the coming One remains certain to come. Faith is not
blind because it refuses despair. It sees more than despair sees. Unbelief counts the
visible facts and closes the ledger; faith turns the page and finds God still writing.

This word also exposes counterfeit faith. Positive thinking depends upon favorable
outcomes, prosperity, health, and the emotional power of optimistic speech. Biblical faith



can stand before a furnace and say, “But if not.” It can sit in ashes and say, “Yet will | trust.”
It can inventory an empty farm and rejoice in the God of salvation. It can bury a saint while
expecting a trumpet. It can weep and rejoice in the same hour without pretending either
response is false. One worships the outcome it desires; the other worships God whether
the desired outcome arrives or not. Counterfeit faith needs the scenery changed before it
can praise. Biblical faith praises because the throne has not changed.

When the first clause of life becomes severe, let the word of God finish the sentence. Do
not rename sin, minimize pain, fake strength, or manufacture promises God never made.
Tell the truth about the furnace, the grave, the empty stall, the persecutor, the failing body,
and the unanswered question. Then tell the greater truth about the God who cannot lie, the
Saviour who rose, the Spirit who seals, the mercy that pardons, the grace that sustains, and
the King who will come. “Yet” is where sight loses its veto, suffering loses its final word, and
faith stands up after circumstances thought the sermon was over.

8 of 10: Little Words, Great Doctrine — “Now”: The Dispensational Word That Marks
God’s Present Revelation

Key Passage — Romans 3:21-22: “But now the righteousness of God without the law is
manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets; Even the righteousness of God
which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no
difference.”

Introduction

The word “now” can be nothing more than a note on a clock, but in the hands of the Holy
Ghost it can mark a doctrinal boundary that no honest Bible reader has permission to
erase. Romans 3:21 does not merely say that righteousness exists; it says, “But now the
righteousness of God without the law is manifested.” Ephesians 2:13 does not merely say
that Gentiles may approach God; it says, “But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were
far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.” Colossians 1:26 speaks of a mystery “which
hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints.” In
each case, “now” stands between what had been true of an earlier administration and what
God subsequently revealed or accomplished. It is a small word carrying a large calendar. A
man may own a Bible with seventy-five thousand words in it and still wreck doctrine
because he refuses to notice when God changes the date on the page.



Dispensational truth does not teach that God changes His character, improves His
intelligence, repairs earlier mistakes, or invents a new plan whenever mankind ruins the old
one. “Known unto God are all his works from the beginning of the world” (Acts 15:18). The
Lord who commanded Noah to build an ark already knew Sinai was coming; the God who
gave Moses the law already knew Calvary would fulfill its shadows; the Christ who chose
the twelve already knew He would later reveal the mystery of the Body through Paul. The
change lies in what God requires, reveals, administers, and accomplishes at a given time—
notin His holiness, truth, foreknowledge, or eternal purpose. Progressive revelation means
that God opens the curtains according to His own schedule. It does not mean heaven is
revising the script backstage after receiving poor audience reviews.

The command of 2 Timothy 2:15 is therefore indispensable: “Study to shew thyself
approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word
of truth.” All Scripture is inspired, profitable, and true, but all Scripture is not addressed
doctrinally to the same people under the same stewardship. Noah was not told to keep the
sabbath at Sinai. Moses was not commissioned to preach Jew and Gentile baptized by one
Spirit into one Body. David did not expect the pretribulation Rapture revealed through Paul.
A Bible believer receives every word while observing to whom it was spoken, under what
covenant, for what purpose, and at what time. The theological blender removes every label,
grinds Israel, the Church, law, grace, prophecy, and mystery into one gray paste, and then
calls the result “simple faith.” God’s word is simple when believed, but it is not careless.
“Now” forces the careless reader to look at God’s calendar.

1. Time Past, But Now, and the Ages to Come

Ephesians 2 supplies one of the clearest dispensational frameworks in the Bible. Verse 11
looks backward and says, “Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the
flesh.” Verse 13 announces the present change: “But now in Christ Jesus ye who
sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.” Verse 7 then looks forward
“That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace.” There is time
past, there is but now, and there are ages to come. Those expressions are not ornaments
hung around a timeless religious fog. They establish historical and doctrinal relationships.
In time past God distinguished circumcision from uncircumcision and entrusted His
covenants, promises, service, and Scriptures particularly to Israel. But now believing Jews
and Gentiles are reconciled unto God in one Body by the cross. In ages to come God will
display the riches of His grace. The Bible has a past, present, and future because its Author
knows how time works.

“Time past” does not mean the Old Testament was false, primitive, or spiritually useless.
God truly called Abraham, truly covenanted with Israel, truly gave the law through Moses,



truly established the Levitical priesthood, and truly promised David an earthly throne.
Those dealings reveal God’s holiness, man’s sin, the necessity of blood, the certainty of
judgment, and the coming Christ. Yet they must remain where God placed them.
Circumcision was “a token of the covenant” between God and Abraham’s physical seed in
Genesis 17. The sabbath was a sign between God and the children of Israel in Exodus 31.
The land grant belongs to Israel, not to a Gentile church committee that found Palestine
attractive on a prophecy map. Spiritual application is legitimate; doctrinal theft is not. A
man may learn courage from David without mailing himself a deed to Jerusalem or
collecting five smooth stones before the next deacons’ meeting.

The “but now” of Ephesians does not abolish God’s future purposes for Israel, and “ages to
come” prevents the present dispensation from being treated as the final form of everything.
The Church is not spiritual Israel inheriting every national promise while Israel inherits only
the curses. That arrangement resembles a crooked lawyer reading a will: one heir receives
another man’s property, while the rightful heir is handed the funeral bill. Romans 11 forbids
the conceit. Israelis blind in part “until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in,” and the gifts
and calling of God are without repentance. The present Body of Christ is a heavenly people
with a heavenly calling; redeemed Israel will yet receive the national and earthly promises
sworn to the fathers. “Now” identifies our stewardship without canceling what came before
or swallowing what comes after. Right division gives every household its mail and keeps the
mailman out of the inheritance business.

2. “But Now” Reveals Righteousness without the Law

Romans 1-3 conducts the human race into God’s courtroom and removes every alibi. The
Gentile is guilty under creation and conscience. The moralist condemns another while
practicing comparable evil. The Jew possesses the law but cannot escape the law’s verdict
by possessing what he has broken. Romans 3:19 concludes “that every mouth may be
stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God.” Then verse 20 says, “by the
deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge
of sin.” Only after the prosecution has closed every human mouth does verse 21 declare,
“But now.” Grace does not enter because man nearly succeeded and needed a little
assistance over the threshold. It enters after the law has stripped him, searched him,
convicted him, and left his religious résumé lying in the courtroom wastebasket.

“The righteousness of God without the law is manifested” does not mean the law was evil
or that righteousness contradicts it. The verse immediately adds, “being withessed by the
law and the prophets.” The law exposed sin, prescribed sacrifices that pointed toward
substitution, and testified through its figures to the coming Redeemer. The prophets
foretold the righteous Servant, the wounded Substitute, and the new covenant. Yet the



righteousness how manifested is not earned by keeping Moses. Romans 3:22 identifies it
as “the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them
that believe.” The source is God, the ground is Christ’s faithful accomplishment, the offer is
unto all, and the application is upon believers. Religion offers to tailor Adam’s old rags until
they resemble a wedding garment. God declares the wardrobe condemned and clothes the
believer with a righteousness no needle in Rome, Geneva, or Jerusalem ever produced.

The “now” rests historically upon the finished work of Jesus Christ. God had saved
believing sinners before Calvary on the basis of the sacrifice He foreknew and promised,
but they were responsible to believe the revelation given in their time. Abraham believed
God’s promise concerning a seed; he was not preaching 1 Corinthians 15 with New
Testament terminology beneath the oaks of Mamre. Under the law, Israel approached
through the ordinances God commanded while the sacrifices anticipated the Lamb. But
now the gospel declares that Christ “died for our sins according to the scriptures,” was
buried, and “rose again the third day according to the scriptures.” The believer is justified
freely by grace through faith, without the deeds of the law. To drag him back under Sinai for
completion is to place a payment book beside a receipt marked “PAID.” Calvary was not
God’s down payment awaiting man’s monthly installments.

3. “But Now in Christ Jesus” Makes the Far-Off Gentile Nigh

Ephesians 2:11-12 describes the former Gentile position without the sentimental varnish
modern religion spreads over mankind. Gentiles were “without Christ, being aliens from
the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope,
and without God in the world.” That is distance in five terrible dimensions. They were not
merely underinformed neighbors waiting for a more inclusive religious seminar. God’s
covenant dealings and revealed worship had centered upon Israel, while the nations
walked in darkness and idolatry. Even Christ’s earthly ministry operated under that order:
He was “a minister of the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises made
unto the fathers” (Romans 15:8). Matthew 10 sent the twelve to the lost sheep of Israel and
forbade a Gentile mission at that stage. The red letters do not become less inspired when
they refuse to flatter a modern doctrinal system.

Then comes the reversal: “But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made
nigh by the blood of Christ.” Nearness is not achieved by Gentiles converting to Judaism,
placing themselves beneath Israel’s national covenant, or borrowing Moses’ furniture for a
Sunday service. They are made nigh “in Christ Jesus” and “by the blood of Christ.”
Ephesians 2:15 says Christ made “in himself of twain one new man,” and verse 16 says He
reconciled “both unto God in one body by the cross.” This is not Gentiles replacing Jews; it
is believing Jews and believing Gentiles receiving a new corporate identity in Christ. The



cross did not repaint the old partition wall a friendlier color. It abolished the enmity and
created something new. Denominational religion spends centuries rebuilding partitions
Christ removed and then charges admission to admire the masonry.

This present nearness brings peace, access, citizenship, household standing, and
habitation by the Spirit. Through Christ, both Jew and Gentile “have access by one Spirit
unto the Father.” The believing Gentile is no longer a stranger and foreigner but a
fellowcitizen with the saints and of the household of God. Yet none of this authorizes the
Church to seize Israel’s earthly throne, land, or national restoration. Our blessings are “all
spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ” (Ephesians 1:3). The distinction matters
because God’s grace is glorious enough without a forged deed to somebody else’s farm.
“Now” announces an equality in the Body that was not revealed as the governing order in
time past. Race, pedigree, circumcision, and national privilege cannot improve a sinner’s
standing in Christ. At the cross the Jew cannot boast that he came from Abraham, and the
Gentile cannot boast that he never had Moses. Both must boast in Christ alone.

4. The Mystery Once Hidden Is “Now Made Manifest”

Colossians 1:25-26 says Paul was made a minister “according to the dispensation of God”
given to him, “to fulfil the word of God; Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages
and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints.” A mystery in Paul’s usage is
not a spooky puzzle reserved for candlelight, secret handshakes, and men who enjoy
whispering in basements. It is divine truth previously hidden in God and subsequently
revealed. Ephesians 3 identifies this mystery with believing Gentiles being “fellowheirs, and
of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel.” Prophecy had
foretold Gentile blessing and Gentile participation in Messiah’s kingdom, but the formation
of one spiritual Body in which Jew and Gentile share equal standing was hidden until God
revealed it through His appointed apostle. If the mystery had been preached plainly since
Genesis, the Holy Ghost chose a peculiar word for “public information.”

Paul’s distinctive apostleship must therefore be honored without turning him into a rival
saviour or treating earlier Scripture as inferior. Christ saved Paul, commissioned Paul, and
revealed through Paul “the dispensation of the grace of God” for Gentiles. Romans 16:25
speaks of “my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the
mystery, which was kept secret since the world began, But now is made manifest.” Paul did
not invent the message during a long camel ride or borrow it from the twelve in Jerusalem.
Galatians 1 says he received the gospel by revelation of Jesus Christ. His epistles disclose
the believer’s identification with Christ, the one Body, the heavenly calling, the sealing
Spirit, and the blessed hope in their appointed fullness. Reject Paul, and Church doctrine



becomes a suitcase packed from every room in the Bible except the one assigned to the
traveler.

The revelation of the mystery does not mean God had no grace before Paul, that nobody
was saved before Acts 9, or that the Old Testament contains no truth about Christ. God
showed grace to Adam, Noah, Abraham, David, and Israel; the prophets testified
beforehand of Christ’s sufferings and glory; the Lord Jesus truly died and rose according to
those Scriptures. What was hidden was the full character and administration of the present
Body and its heavenly calling. Failure to distinguish prophecy from mystery produces two
opposite errors: one drags the Church backward under Israel’s ordinances, while the other
steals Israel’s future and hands it to the Church. One puts the saint under Moses; the other
puts the Church on David’s throne. “But now” blocks both burglaries. Revelation unfolds
without contradiction, and right division lets every revealed truth keep its God-appointed
address.

5. “But Now” Delivers the Believer from the Law’s Dominion

Romans 6:14 declares, “For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the
law, but under grace.” Romans 7:6 adds, “But now we are delivered from the law, that being
dead wherein we were held; that we should serve in newness of spirit, and notin the
oldness of the letter.” Those statements are addressed to believers whose relationship to
God rests upon union with Christ, not upon Israel’s covenant at Sinai. The law was holy,
just, and good, but it could expose sin without imparting the new nature required to
overcome it. It was a perfect mirror, and no sensible man washes his face by rubbing it
against the glass. Through Christ’s death, the believer has died to the law’s condemning
jurisdiction and has been joined to the risen Christ so that he may bring forth fruit unto
God.

Deliverance from the law is not divine permission to sin with improved vocabulary. Romans
6 asks, “Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?” and answers, “God forbid.”
Grace changes both the believer’s standing and the proper power of his service. He is to
reckon himself dead indeed unto sin and alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. He
presents his members as instruments of righteousness, not because obedience purchases
sonship, but because he already belongs to the One who purchased him. Legalism tries to
make the flesh behave by placing it under regulations that expose its rebellion;
licentiousness uses grace as a curtain behind which the flesh continues its party. Both
systems leave the flesh in charge. Grace places the saint under a new Master. A freed
prisoner who crawls back into the cell to admire the lock has misunderstood
emancipation.



The change of law and priesthood is not a human attack upon Moses but a biblical
consequence of Christ’s finished work. Hebrews 7:12 says, “For the priesthood being
changed, there is made of necessity a change also of the law.” Christ’s priesthood is after
the order of Melchisedec, not Aaron, and His one sacrifice perfected for ever them that are
sanctified. The Christian does not keep Israel’s ceremonial system, offer animal sacrifices,
seek a Levitical priest, or worship at an earthly sanctuary. Nor is he under the sabbath as
Israel’s covenant sign. His rule of life comes through the apostolic commandments given to
the Church and the indwelling Spirit who produces righteousness consistent with God’s
holiness. Nine commandments may reappear as moral instruction, but they do so beneath
grace, not as tablets carried down Sinai to justify a sinner. “Now” does not lower holiness; it
removes the ladder by which proud flesh pretended to climb toward it.

6. “There Is Therefore Now No Condemnation” Establishes Present Standing

Romans 8:1 opens with one of the strongest declarations in the Pauline epistles: “There is
therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus.” The word “therefore”
looks back over the argument of sin, justification, identification with Christ, conflict with
the flesh, and deliverance through Jesus Christ. The word “now” announces the believer’s
present judicial standing. The words “in Christ Jesus” identify the only safe position.
Condemnation is not merely postponed while heaven observes whether the saint
maintains a sufficiently impressive weekly average. It is removed because Christ bore
judgment, satisfied righteousness, rose from the dead, and became the believer’s life. The
saved man may be chastened as a son, suffer loss at the Judgment Seat of Christ, and reap
bitter temporal consequences for disobedience, but he cannot be returned to Adam and
tried again for sins Christ already bore.

The remainder of the KJV verse adds, “who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit,” and
that wording must not be erased or mishandled. The doctrinal foundation is union with
Christ; the practical character consistent with that standing is a walk after the Spirit.
Romans 8 proceeds to contrast the mind of the flesh with the mind of the Spirit and
declares that believers are not in the flesh but in the Spirit if the Spirit of God dwells in
them. Eternal security does not teach that conduct is irrelevant. It teaches that salvation
rests upon Christ while conduct determines fellowship, testimony, chastening, usefulness,
and reward. The flesh wants either to earn salvation by behavior or excuse behavior
because salvation is free. It dislikes grace in both directions. Grace shuts the boaster’s
mouth at conversion and opens the servant’s hands afterward.

Colossians 1:21-22 gives another present reversal: “And you, that were sometime
alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled.” The
believer’s former alienation is answered by reconciliation “in the body of his flesh through



death.” Second Corinthians 5 likewise says, “if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature,”
and God has committed to Paul and his fellow workers the word of reconciliation. Present
standing is not a feeling produced during a successful church service. It is an
accomplished relationship grounded in Christ’s death and resurrection. Feelings may rise
like summer temperatures and fall like a preacher’s popularity after he names a pet sin.
The record remains. “Now” places the believer in peace with God, reconciliation,
acceptance in the Beloved, and the sealing of the Spirit. Assurance grows by reading God’s
certificate, not by repeatedly taking the pulse of Adam’s nervous system.

7.The Present “Now” Does Not Cancel God’s Prophetic Future

Romans 11 uses present-time language to explain Israel’s temporary condition and future
restoration. Israel has stumbled, but not so as to fall beyond recovery. Through its fall
salvation came unto the Gentiles, yet Gentile believers are warned not to boast against the
natural branches. Blindness in part has happened to Israel “until the fulness of the Gentiles
be come in.” Then Paul declares, “And so all Israel shall be saved,” citing the Deliverer who
will come out of Sion and turn away ungodliness from Jacob. The present “now” is therefore
neither the end of Israel nor the fulfillment of every Old Testament kingdom promise in the
Church. Israelis presently an enemy concerning the gospel for the Gentiles’ sake, but
beloved concerning election for the fathers’ sake. Replacement theology reads “until” as
“forever” and “Israel” as “the Church,” then congratulates itself for taking the Bible literally.

The present dispensation also has an appointed conclusion. The Church waits for God’s
Son from heaven, not for the rebuilding of Babylon, the conversion of the United Nations, or
a committee vote establishing the kingdom. First Thessalonians 4 reveals that the Lord will
descend from heaven, the dead in Christ will rise first, and living saints will be caught up
together with them to meet the Lord in the air. After the Body is completed and removed,
God'’s prophetic dealings with Israel proceed toward Daniel’s seventieth week, the time of
Jacob’s trouble, the Second Advent, and Christ’s earthly reign. The Rapture and Second
Advent are not two camera angles on one event. At the first, Christ receives His Body in the
air; at the second, He descends to judge nations, deliver Israel, and take the throne
promised to David. God owns more than one appointment book, and none of His dates
overlap by accident.

Meanwhile, “now” creates responsibility. Titus 2 says the grace of God teaches believers to
deny ungodliness and worldly lusts and to live “soberly, righteously, and godly, in this
present world,” while looking for that blessed hope. Second Corinthians 6:2 declares,
“behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.” The present
revelation is not given merely to furnish charts, win arguments, or provide clever labels for
religious tribes. The lost man must believe the gospel now; the saved man must serve now;



the Church must preach Christ now. A man who can divide Daniel’s weeks but cannot
divide himself from sin has turned dispensational truth into a wall calendar for the flesh.
Right division should produce right living. Knowing what God is doing now leaves no excuse
for spending the present age doing what He forbids.

Conclusion

The word “now” guards the order of revelation. It distinguishes time past from the present
dispensation and the ages to come. It announces righteousness manifested without the
law, Gentiles made nigh by Christ’s blood, one new man formed in Christ, the hidden
mystery revealed to the saints, believers delivered from the law’s dominion, and the saved
placed beyond condemnation in Christ. None of these truths accuses God of
inconsistency. They display one eternal purpose unfolded through successive
administrations according to perfect wisdom. The acorn is not contradicted by the oak, and
the foundation is not insulted when the house rises above it. Earlier revelation prepared,
promised, pictured, and prophesied; present revelation discloses what God appointed for
this age. “Now” is the Holy Ghost’s signpost saying, “You are here.” Only a determined
traveler argues with the sign and drives into Sinai looking for the road to Ephesians.

Flattening the Bible does not honor Scripture; it silences its distinctions. The man who
gives Noah’s command to Moses, Moses’ covenant sign to the Church, the Church’s
heavenly calling to Israel, and Israel’s earthly kingdom to himself has not believed the
whole Bible. He has redistributed it. Every verse remains true, but truth must be placed
where the Author placed it. The law and prophets witness to Christ without becoming the
Church’s means of justification. Israel’s fall opens present Gentile blessing without
canceling Israel’s restoration. Paul’s mystery reveals the Body without denying what
prophets foretold. Grace frees the believer from law without freeing him to sin. A Bible
believer needs no scissors to rightly divide the word; he needs enough faith to leave the
verses attached to their addresses. Confusion begins when human tradition forwards
everybody’s mail to the same theological post office.

God knows what time it is. He knew it when He shut Noah inside the ark, when He
thundered from Sinai, when Christ died at Calvary, when the risen Lord revealed the
mystery through Paul, and He will know it when the trumpet sounds and Israel’s prophetic
clock resumes its appointed course. The question is whether the reader will accept God’s
“now.” Today the righteousness of God is offered through faith in Jesus Christ. Today
believing sinners are reconciled by the blood. Today the Spirit baptizes believers into one
Body and seals them unto the day of redemption. Today grace teaches the saint to live
soberly, righteously, and godly while awaiting the Saviour. The religious world may keep
winding yesterday’s clock and announcing tomorrow’s program, but the word of God



remains exact. “Now” puts revelation in its appointed place, the believer in Christ, Israelin
God’s future, and every Bible corrector several dispensations behind schedule.

9 of 10: Little Words, Great Doctrine — “Then”: The Word That Keeps Prophecy in Its
Proper Order

Key Passage — 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17: “For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in
Christ shallrise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.”

Introduction

Prophecy is not merely a collection of future events; it is the revelation of those events in
the order God appointed. The Lord does not throw the Rapture, Daniel’s seventieth week,
the Second Advent, Israel’s restoration, the Millennium, Satan’s final revolt, the Great
White Throne, and the new heaven and new earth into a sack and invite theologians to
shake out whichever event suits Sunday’s sermon. The Holy Ghost uses words such as
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“before,” “after,” “until,” “first,” “afterward,” and “then” because divine revelation possesses
sequence. First Thessalonians 4 says the dead in Christ rise first; “Then we which are alive
and remain shall be caught up together with them.” Matthew 24 says, “Immediately after
the tribulation of those days,” celestial signs occur, and “then shall appear the sign of the
Son of man.” “Then” is a small word with a traffic badge. Ignore it, and every prophetic

vehicle enters the intersection at once.

The word does not always tell us how much time passes between two events. Sometimes
“then” marks the next action within a moment; elsewhere it crosses years, centuries, or an
entire kingdom age. The interval must be determined by the surrounding passage and
related Scripture. First Corinthians 15:23-24 moves from Christ the firstfruits, to those who
are His at His coming, and then to the end, yet verse 25 inserts the reign during which all
enemies are placed beneath His feet. Revelation 20 specifies a thousand years between
the binding of Satan and his final release. Therefore, “then” establishes order without
automatically establishing immediate succession. A railway sign can tell which train
follows without claiming the second engine is coupled to the first. Sound interpretation
believes the order stated and lets Scripture measure the distance.

This simple discipline ruins several impressive prophetic systems, which may explain why
itis so often neglected. Amillennialism folds the thousand years into the Church Age,



although Revelation places Christ’s return before the kingdom and Satan’s release after it.
Posttribulationism pushes the catching away into the public descent to earth, although
Paul places the Church’s meeting with Christ in the air within a mystery distinct from
Israel’s visible deliverance. Preterism sends most of Revelation backward into the first
century and leaves the resurrection, the binding of Satan, and the new earth searching for
somewhere to happen. The cure is not a larger blackboard. It is faith in the words already
printed. When God says “first,” believe first. When He says “after,” believe after. When He
says “then,” do not hire a creed to move the furniture.

1. “Then” Is an Inspired Marker of Sequence

The Bible uses “then” in ordinary history, doctrinal argument, parable, judgment, and
prophecy, and in every case the word connects what follows with what precedes.
Sequence does not always mean causation, but it always demands attention to order. In
Genesis 7, Noah enters the ark according to God’s command, the floodwaters come, and
judgment proceeds in the stated arrangement. In Daniel’s visions one kingdom succeeds
another; the iron does not reign before the brass merely because an interpreter admires
Rome. In the Gospels, Christis rejected before He is crucified, crucified before He is
buried, buried before He rises, and risen before He ascends. Christianity rests upon
ordered facts. A man who rearranges the burial and resurrection has not discovered a fresh
perspective; he has misplaced the gospel. Chronology is not a decorative border around
doctrine. It is often part of the doctrine itself.

Yet careful readers must distinguish prophetic sequence from prophetic compression. The
Old Testament prophets sometimes place the sufferings and glory of Christ side by side
without revealing the long interval between them. Isaiah 61:1-2 speaks of preaching the
acceptable year of the LORD and “the day of vengeance of our God” in one sentence. In
Luke 4, Christ reads the passage in Nazareth and stops after “the acceptable year of the
Lord,” closing the book before the vengeance clause because that later judgment did not
belong to His first advent. The comma did not reveal the Church Age; subsequent
revelation exposed the interval. Prophecy can place mountain peaks in one line while
leaving the valley hidden from the earlier prophet. That does not permit the peaks to be
exchanged. A gap may separate events, but no gap reverses them.

Consequently, doctrine must be built by comparing Scripture with Scripture rather than
forcing one passage to carry details God supplied elsewhere. Daniel gives the seventy
weeks and the coming prince. Matthew 24 describes Israel’s Tribulation setting and the
visible coming of the Son of man. First Thessalonians 4 reveals the catching away of those
in Christ. First Corinthians 15 reveals the change of the living and the ordered resurrection.
Revelation places the Second Advent, Millennium, final revolt, Great White Throne, and



eternal state in succession. Each passage adds something without contradicting the
others. Prophecy is a stained-glass window: every piece has its position, and the complete
picture appears when the pieces remain where the Craftsman set them. Theology that
pries out the pieces and stacks them by color may produce a tidy pile, but it has destroyed
the window.

2. The Dead in Christ Rise First, “Then” the Living Are Caught Up

First Thessalonians 4 addresses sorrow among Church Age believers concerning saints
who had died. Paul does not comfort them with vague talk about memories, continued
influence, or departed loved ones becoming angels. He grounds consolation in Christ’s
death and resurrection: “For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also
which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.” By the word of the Lord, living believers will
not prevent—that is, precede—those who sleep. Christ descends from heaven with a
shout, the voice of the archangel, and the trump of God, and “the dead in Christ shall rise
first.” The company is doctrinally identified: they are “in Christ.” This is not the general
resurrection of every human being for one mixed judgment. It is the resurrection belonging
to Christ’s Body and secured by union with its risen Head.

“Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds.”
The adverb keeps the two movements in order while “together” unites the two companies
in their destination. Dead saints are raised; then living saints are caught up with them. First
Corinthians 15:51-52 supplies the transformation: “We shall not all sleep, but we shall all
be changed, In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye.” Corruption puts on incorruption,
mortality puts on immortality, and death is swallowed up in victory. The Rapture is not a
gradual moral improvement of civilization, a symbolic elevation of Christian influence, or
the believer feeling unusually uplifted during the final hymn. Bodies leave the earth. Graves
surrender their occupants. Living saints are changed. When Paul said “caught up,” he did
not mean the Church finally received favorable press coverage.

This meeting occurs “in the air,” and the promise is “so shall we ever be with the Lord.” The
passage does not have Christ descending to the Mount of Olives, judging the nations,
rescuing Jerusalem, or sitting on David’s throne. Those events belong to the Second Advent
and kingdom revelation given elsewhere. Here Christ receives His own unto Himself,
consistent with John 14:3: “l will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where | am,
there ye may be also.” The pretribulation distinction is not invented to spare timid
Christians from difficult headlines. It arises from the Church’s heavenly calling, exemption
from the appointed wrath, and the difference between Christ coming for His Body and later
coming with His saints in judgment. “Then” preserves the internal order of the catching
away, while right division preserves its distinction from Israel’s day of deliverance.



3. “Afterward” and “Then” Establish the Order of Resurrection

First Corinthians 15 destroys the notion that resurrection is one undivided explosion in
which every saved and lost person rises at the same instant. Paul writes, “But every manin
his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ’s at his coming. Then
cometh the end.” The word “order” is explicit. Christ’s bodily resurrection stands first and
guarantees the harvest to follow. Those belonging to Christ rise in their appointed relation
to His coming, and the end follows according to the sequence God reveals. The chapter’s
purpose is to defend bodily resurrection, not to provide every prophetic detail, but the order
it gives cannot be denied. God is hot emptying every grave into one courtroom at one
trumpet blast. The resurrection program has ranks, times, companies, and destinations.
One can call that complicated only after making the verse simpler than God made it.

The phrase “Then cometh the end” does not require the end to occur within seconds of the
preceding resurrection. Verses 24-25 explain that at the end Christ delivers up the kingdom
to God, even the Father, “For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet.”
Revelation 20 identifies the thousand-year reign and shows death finally cast into the lake
of fire after the Great White Throne. Paul’s “then” therefore reaches across the kingdom
that the immediate context itself requires. Christ rises as firstfruits; His people rise
according to their order; He reigns until His enemies are subdued; then comes the
consummation. The word establishes direction, while other passages measure the
interval. The theologian who insists that “then” always means “two seconds later” has not
interpreted the Bible; he has placed a kitchen timer on the Holy Ghost.

Revelation 20:4-6 further distinguishes the resurrection unto life from the later resurrection
unto judgment. Tribulation martyrs live and reign with Christ a thousand years, and the text
calls this “the first resurrection.” Then it says, “But the rest of the dead lived not again until
the thousand years were finished.” “First resurrection” therefore describes the class and
program of resurrection unto life, completed in stages, not one instantaneous event that
prevents every later participant from belonging to it. Christ is the firstfruits; the Church has
its appointed resurrection; Tribulation saints are raised to reign; and the lost remain dead
until the thousand years end. Daniel 12 also places resurrection truth in connection with
Israel’s time of trouble. Proper division recognizes the companies without inventing
different Saviours. Every saved resurrection rests upon Christ; every resurrection occurs in
God’s order.

4. Matthew 24 Places Tribulation before the Visible Coming

Matthew 24 begins with Jewish disciples asking about the temple, Christ’s coming, and the
end of the world. The chapter’s vocabulary confirms the setting: Judea, the sabbath day,



the holy place, Daniel’s abomination of desolation, flight from housetops and fields, false
Christs, and unprecedented tribulation. Christ warns that many will come in His hame,
wars and rumours of wars will occur, nation will rise against nation, and famines,
pestilences, and earthquakes will appear. Yet He says, “the end is not yet.” Verse 9 then
says, “Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted.” Verse 15 identifies the abomination
spoken of by Daniel, and verse 21 announces “great tribulation.” The discourse progresses
through recognizable stages. A sermon may leap from verse 4 to verse 31 in three minutes,
but the prophecy does not borrow the preacher’s skipping shoes.

Verse 29 fixes the visible advent after the Tribulation: “Immediately after the tribulation of
those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light.” The powers of
heaven are shaken, “And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven.” The tribes
of the earth mourn, and they “see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with
power and great glory.” This is public, cosmic, judicial, and unmistakable. It is not the
secret mystery of Church saints changed in a moment and caught up to meet Christin the
air. The entire world does not wonder whether something happened; tribes mourn because
the King appears. Posttribulationism merges the Rapture into this scene because both
involve Christ and clouds, much as a child might merge an airplane with a thunderstorm
because both occupy the sky. Similar scenery does not erase different passengers,
purposes, and destinations.

After His appearance, Christ sends angels to gather His elect from the four winds. In
context, the elect relates to Israel and those preserved through that prophetic crisis, not
the Body of Christ waiting to discover whether it survived Daniel’s seventieth week. Isaiah
repeatedly calls Israel God’s elect, and the chapter’s Jewish markers will not disappear
because a denominational chart needs more room. The Church is indeed elect in Christ,
but one word may apply to different chosen companies according to context. Matthew 24 is
not a full revelation of the Pauline mystery. It describes the prophetic program surrounding
Israel, the Tribulation, and the Son of man’s visible return. The order is plain: abomination,
unparalleled trouble, celestial disturbance, then the sign and coming. When Christ says
“after,” no council may say “before,” and when He says “then,” no professor may write
“already fulfilled” in the margin.

5. Israel’s Trouble Is Followed by Israel’s Deliverance and Restoration

Jeremiah 30 calls the coming crisis “the time of Jacob’s trouble,” but immediately adds, “he
shall be saved out of it.” Jacob identifies the nation; trouble identifies the Tribulation;
deliverance points to the Lord’s intervention. Daniel 12 likewise speaks of “a time of
trouble, such as never was since there was a nation,” followed by deliverance for Daniel’s
people. Zechariah 14 places the nations against Jerusalem, “Then shall the LORD go forth,



and fight against those nations,” and His feet stand upon the mount of Olives. The order is
not the Church conquering world institutions, gradually Christianizing government, and
presenting the renovated earth to Christ like a freshly painted fellowship hall. Israel passes
through its appointed trouble; the Lord visibly intervenes; the hostile nations are judged;
and the kingdom follows under the rightful King.

Zechariah 12-13 also reveals the spiritual order within Israel’s restoration. The LORD
defends Jerusalem, pours upon the house of David and inhabitants of Jerusalem the spirit
of grace and supplications, and they look upon Him whom they pierced. National mourning
follows, and “In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David and to the
inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness.” Israel’s future salvation does not
bypass the crucified Messiah; it brings the nation face to face with Him. Romans 11 says
blindness in part has happened to Israel “until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in,” and
then declares that the Deliverer will come out of Sion and turn away ungodliness from
Jacob. God does not restore Israel because the nation has earned a kingdom. He restores
Israel because His covenant faithfulness outlives Israel’s rebellion and every Gentile
theologian’s eraser.

Ezekiel 37 pictures the same national restoration as a valley of dry bones brought together,
covered with sinews and flesh, given breath, and raised into an exceeding great army. God
identifies the bones as “the whole house of Israel,” opens their graves, brings them into the
land, joins divided Israel into one nation, and places David His servant over them. The
vision uses resurrection imagery to portray national revival and restoration, while related
passages establish literal resurrection within Israel’s future hope. Sequence matters:
scattered and dead in appearance, gathered and enlivened by God, returned to the land,
cleansed, united, and ruled by the Davidic King. Replacement theology walks into the
valley, changes the label on the bones to “Gentile Church,” and calls the theft spiritual
insight. God read the name on the grave before He opened it. Israel means Israel, land
means land, and afterward still comes after.

6. The Second Advent Comes before the Millennium, and the Millennium before Final
Judgment

Revelation 19 presents heaven opened and Jesus Christ returning upon a white horse as
Faithful and True. His eyes are as a flame of fire, the armies of heaven follow Him, a sharp
sword proceeds from His mouth, and He smites the nations. The beast and false prophet
are cast alive into the lake of fire, and their armies are destroyed. Revelation 20 then
begins, “And | saw an angel come down from heaven,” who binds Satan and shuts himin
the bottomless pit “that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years
should be fulfilled.” The placement is fatal to amillennial rearrangement. Christ returns in



judgment; then Satan is bound; then saints reign with Christ a thousand years. The
sequence is printed in ink. A theological system may place the kingdom before Christ’s
return, but the Bible refuses to move Revelation 20 ahead of Revelation 19 to
accommodate it.

Satan’s binding cannot honestly describe the present Church Age. First Peter 5:8 warns
that the devil walks about as a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. Paul calls him
“the god of this world” and “the prince of the power of the air.” He blinds unbelieving minds,
lays snares, hinders servants, and launches spiritual wickedness against the saints.
Revelation 20 describes something radically different: Satan is bound, cast into the
bottomless pit, shut up, and sealed so that he cannot deceive the nations during the
thousand years. If that is his present imprisonment, the jail has open doors, international
telephone service, and a generous work-release program. No—the binding follows the
Second Advent and makes possible a literal kingdom in which Christ rules the nations with
a rod of iron.

When the thousand years expire, Revelation 20:7 says, “Satan shall be loosed out of his
prison.” He deceives the nations once more, gathers Gog and Magog against the camp of
the saints, and fire from God devours them. “And the devil that deceived them was cast
into the lake of fire,” where the beast and false prophet still are. Only after that final revolt
does John see the Great White Throne and the resurrection of the unsaved dead. Earthly
history under fallen human nature receives its last demonstration: even after a perfect
King, righteous government, long life, and the visible glory of Christ, unregenerate men join
Satan when given the opportunity. Environment was never mankind’s saviour. Eden had no
slums, the Millennium has no corrupt King, and sinners rebel in both. The problem rides
inside Adam’s children.

7.“Then Cometh the End” Leads beyond Judgment into Eternity

At the Great White Throne, the dead, small and great, stand before God. The books are
opened, another book—the book of life—is opened, and the dead are judged according to
their works. The sea, death, and hell deliver up the dead in them, and whosoever is not
found written in the book of life is cast into the lake of fire. This is not the Judgment Seat of
Christ, where saved members of Christ’s Body have their service examined for reward or
loss. No believer in Christ waits at the Great White Throne to discover whether the blood
remained effective. The throne follows the Millennium and final revolt; its subjects are the
remaining dead; its issue is the second death. Collapsing the two judgments turns
assurance into suspense and grace into probation. God does not try His sons with the
damned after sealing them unto the day of redemption.



Revelation 21 follows: “And | saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and
the first earth were passed away.” The holy city, new Jerusalem, descends from God out of
heaven, and the tabernacle of God is with men. God wipes away all tears; death, sorrow,
crying, and pain are gone; and He declares, “Behold, | make all things new.” This is the
proper prophetic destination, not an improved version of the present evil world achieved
through elections, education, social engineering, or ecclesiastical diplomacy. Christ
reigns, enemies are subdued, the last judgment is executed, the former creation passes,
and then the eternal order shines without curse. Human reformers keep applying wallpaper
to a house God has scheduled for fire. Scripture promises something better than
renovation. It promises new creation after righteousness has settled every account.

Thus “Then cometh the end” is not a vague announcement that history eventually stops.
First Corinthians 15 says Christ delivers up the kingdom to God, even the Father, after
putting down all rule, authority, and power. The last enemy destroyed is death, and God
becomes all in all. Revelation supplies the intervening order: Christ returns, reigns a
thousand years, crushes the final rebellion, judges the dead, destroys death and hell in the
lake of fire, and unveils the new heaven and new earth. The Son does not cease to be God
or surrender His deity; He completes the mediatorial kingdom purpose and delivers the
subdued order according to the Father’s eternal design. Prophecy ends not in chaos butin
perfect government, not in uncertainty but in fulfillment, and not with Satan holding one
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acre of disputed territory. God’s “then” marches every enemy toward its appointed defeat.

Conclusion

The prophetic “then” protects sequence from theological vandalism. The Lord descends;
the dead in Christ rise first; then living saints are caught up with them. Christ is the
firstfruits; afterward those belonging to Him rise in their appointed order; then comes the
consummation after His reign has subdued every enemy. Israel enters its foretold trouble;
then the Son of man appears in power and glory, delivers the nation, judges its enemies,
and establishes His kingdom. Christ returns before Satan is bound; Satan is bound before
the thousand-year reign; the thousand years end before the final revolt; the revolt is
crushed before the Great White Throne; final judgment precedes the new heaven and new
earth. That is not a speculative chart imposed upon Scripture. It is the order produced by
reading the connecting words without theological crossed eyes.

Every false prophetic system must tamper with this order somewhere. Preterism drags
future judgment backward and calls fulfilled what the world has never witnessed.
Amillennialism moves the kingdom into an age when Satan still deceives nations and
saints still suffer beneath wicked powers. Posttribulationism welds the Rapture to the
Second Advent and ignores the distinct companies, settings, and purposes. Replacement



theology removes Israel from passages that name Jacob, Jerusalem, Judea, David, and the
land, then installs the Church like a squatter who has learned religious vocabulary. The
answer is not cleverness but submission. Let “first” remain first, “after” remain after, “until”
retain its boundary, and “then” point forward. The Bible does not need a system to rescue it
from its sequence. Systems need Scripture to rescue them from their wreckage.

Prophetic order should also produce present faithfulness. The believer does not know the
day or hour of the Rapture, but he knows the next event belonging to the Church’s hope is
Christ’s call, not Israel’s wrath. Therefore he should comfort the grieving, preach the
gospel, maintain sound doctrine, separate from evil, and labour in view of the Judgment
Seat of Christ. The lost man should not admire the chart while refusing the Saviour at its
center. God’s calendar offers no refuge to the man outside Christ. The same Lord who
catches away His Body will later return with a sword; the King who reigns in righteousness
will judge the dead; the God who creates all things new will cast every unredeemed rebel
into the lake of fire. When God says “then,” history moves. The only safe place when the
next page turns is in Jesus Christ now.

10 of 10: Little Words, Great Doctrine — “For”: The Inspired Explanation That Tells You
Why

Key Passage — Ephesians 2:8-10: “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained
that we should walk in them.”

Introduction

The word “for” often opens the door between a declaration and the reason supporting it.
God states the verdict, then tells the reader why the verdict stands. He gives a command,
then supplies its moral or doctrinal foundation. He announces a consequence, then
exposes its cause. Romans 3 says there is no difference, “For all have sinned.” Romans 6
says sin pays death, “For the wages of sin is death.” Ephesians 2 excludes human boasting,
“For by grace are ye saved through faith.” The same passage places good works after
salvation, “For we are his workmanship.” Those little connecting words prevent doctrine
from becoming a basket of detached religious sayings. “For” is often the nail fastening
God’s conclusion to God’s explanation. Pull out the nail, and the verse may remain
attractive for a few minutes, but the doctrine begins sliding down the wall.



False teaching survives by quoting what sounds useful and abandoning the inspired
explanation that controls it. A preacher may announce that God is love while forgetting,
“For our God is a consuming fire.” He may demand works while passing quickly over “For by
grace are ye saved.” He may preach grace as permission to live carelessly while ignoring,
“For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works.” He may promise
security without Christ’s finished work, or threaten saved men with damnation after Christ
has borne their condemnation. In each case, the error does not necessarily deny every
biblical word; it breaks the inspired connections between them. A necklace may contain
genuine pearls and still fall apart when the string is cut. Theological thieves often leave the
pearls on the table and steal the string.

Careful Bible study therefore asks not only what a sentence says, but why the next
sentence begins with “for.” The answer must come from the passage’s speaker, audience,
subject, and dispensation. A reason given to Israel under the law cannot be transferred
carelessly into the Church’s standing under grace, though spiritual application may remain.
A warning concerning reward cannot be turned into a threat against eternal life. A
command for Christian conduct cannot be smuggled backward into justification as its
cause. The King James Bible does not need a lexicon to tell the reader that an explanation
has arrived; ordinary English does the work perfectly. The difficulty is seldom the
vocabulary. It is the sinner’s preference for conclusions without causes, promises without
conditions, privileges without responsibilities, and religion without the blood.

1. “For All Have Sinned” Explains Why There Is No Difference

Romans 3:22 announces the righteousness of God by faith of Jesus Christ “unto all and
upon all them that believe: for there is no difference.” The next verse explains why: “For all
have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” The “all” is not limited to notorious
criminals, pagan idolaters, or people whose sins happen to offend respectable society.
Romans has already prosecuted the openly wicked Gentile, the moral judge who
condemns others, and the Jew who possesses the law. By verse 19 every mouth is stopped
and all the world stands guilty before God. “For all have sinned” is not a slogan about
humanity being imperfect. It is the inspired explanation for the universal need of a
righteousness nobody can produce. The ground at Calvary is level because the courtroom
floor was level first.

Sin is measured against “the glory of God,” not against the neighbor’s conduct, the criminal
code, or a church membership roll. Men compare themselves with one another because
the standard is conveniently low and usually willing to move. One drunk congratulates
himself that he is not a thief; one thief is relieved that he is not a murderer; one religious
hypocrite thanks God he is not like either of them. Romans 2 already buried that



performance when it exposed the judge practicing what he condemns. Coming short of
God’s glory leaves no room for self-congratulation. A man who misses heaven by one sin is
as lost as the man who arrives carrying a truckload. A corpse in a silk suit is not less dead
than one in work clothes. Respectability can perfume Adam; it cannot resurrect him.

The universal indictment explains the universal offer and the exclusive means of receiving
it. Since there is no difference in guilt, there is no privileged class that can enter by
ancestry, ceremony, education, or moral reputation. The righteousness of God is “unto all,”
genuinely offered, but itis “upon all them that believe,” actually applied through faith.
Romans 3:24 continues, “Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is
in Christ Jesus.” “Freely” removes price, “grace” removes merit, “redemption” identifies the
purchase, and “Christ Jesus” identifies the Redeemer. The sinner does not assist the
transaction by presenting his baptism, church attendance, sacraments, law-keeping, or
reformed habits as a partial payment. “For all have sinned” empties every pocket before
grace supplies the riches. God does not negotiate discounts with bankrupt men.

2. “For the Wages of Sin Is Death” Explains the Sentence and the Gift

Romans 6:23 begins, “For the wages of sin is death.” Wages are earned compensation.
Death is not an unfortunate administrative error in an otherwise healthy human system; it
is sin’s rightful payroll. God warned Adam that disobedience would bring death, and
Romans 5 explains that by one man sin entered the world, “and death by sin.” Physical
death, spiritual alienation, and ultimately the second death reveal the dreadful fruit of
rebellion against the Author of life. Modern man prefers to call death natural because
“natural” sounds less judicial. Scripture refuses the disguise. Cemeteries are not
monuments to evolutionary progress; they are stone-covered witnesses that Genesis 3 was
history. Every grave says sin paid another employee, and the payroll has never missed
Friday.

The verse then turns: “but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
Wages and gift stand opposite one another. Sin pays what the sinner earned; God gives
what the sinner could never earn. Death comes through Adam and personal transgression;
eternal life comes “through Jesus Christ our Lord.” A gift ceases to be a gift when presented
as compensation for labor. Romans 4 says, “Now to him that worketh is the reward not
reckoned of grace, but of debt.” If salvation is partly earned, God owes it; if God gives it by
grace, boasting is excluded. Religious systems regularly advertise eternal life as a gift, then
place an installment schedule beneath the advertisement in smaller print. Heaven has no
small print. Christ paid the entire purchase price in blood.



“Eternal life” also means what the words say. It is not temporary life extended until the
believer’s next failure, probationary life renewed at church ceremonies, or uncertain life
depending upon uninterrupted spiritual performance. First John 5:11-12 states, “God hath
given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He that hath the Son hath life.” The security
lies in the Son who possesses the life, not in Adam’s flesh maintaining a flawless record.
The saved believer can grieve the Spirit, lose fellowship, invite chastening, damage
testimony, and suffer loss of reward, but he cannot turn eternal life into temporary life
without making God’s gift bear a false label. Sin’s wages are sure, but so is God’s gift. The
devil enjoys reading the first half of Romans 6:23 to the saint and the second half to the
careless sinner. Right division reads both halves to both men.

3. “For by Grace Are Ye Saved” Explains the Basis of Salvation

Ephesians 2 first describes the sinner as dead in trespasses and sins, walking according to
the course of this world and the prince of the power of the air. God, rich in mercy, quickens
the believer together with Christ, raises him, and seats him in heavenly places in Christ
Jesus. Then verses 8-9 explain the basis: “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that
not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.” Every
phrase closes another door against human merit. Salvation is by grace, so it cannot be
owed. Itis through faith, so it is received rather than achieved. It is not of ourselves, so the
source lies outside Adam. Itis God’s gift, so the price has already been supplied. It is not of
works, so boasting arrives at the door without an invitation.

Faith is not a meritorious work secretly replacing all the works that Paul excludes. Faith
receives what grace provides because it rests upon the finished work of another. Romans 4
contrasts believing with working: “But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that
justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.” The object is Christ, not faith
itself, emotional intensity, intellectual confidence, or the sincerity of a religious decision. A
trembling hand may receive the same gift as a steady hand because the value lies in the
gift. Saving faith believes the gospel that Christ died for our sins, was buried, and rose again
the third day according to the Scriptures. Faith does not make Christ’s work sufficient. It
abandons the insolent idea that Adam’s contribution was required to improve it.

The warning “lest any man should boast” identifies precisely what a works system
produces. If baptism regenerates, sacraments preserve, law-keeping completes, church
loyalty secures, or endurance finally purchases salvation, then the successful man
possesses something in which to boast over the unsuccessful one. He may disguise the
boast as humility, thank God for enabling his achievement, and lower his voice when
describing it, but the trophy still bears his name. Grace removes the trophy room. First
Corinthians 1 says Christ is made unto us wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and



redemption so “He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.” Heaven will contain no
denominational display cases advertising which group helped the blood work. The Lamb
receives the glory because the Lamb supplied the salvation.

4. “For We Are His Workmanship” Places Good Works after Salvation

Ephesians 2:10 begins with another “for”: “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus unto good works.” Verse 9 has just excluded works as the cause of salvation; verse 10
restores them to their proper place as the result and purpose of salvation. The believer is
not saved by good works, but he is saved unto good works. The order is exact: grace,
salvation, new creation, then the walk God ordained. Reverse that order and grace
becomes wages. Remove the final step and grace becomes an excuse for laziness.
Scripture avoids both ditches without swerving. Good works are not the root of salvation;
they are its fruit. A man does not staple apples to a dead branch to make the tree alive. Life
must enter first, and living faith should afterward bear visible fruit.

“We are his workmanship” directs attention to the Worker. Second Corinthians 5:17 says,
“if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature.” God does not merely polish the old man,
adjust his manners, and enroll him in a religious improvement program. The believer is
placed in Christ, indwelt and sealed by the Holy Spirit, and made capable of service that
pleases God. Philippians 2:13 explains, “For it is God which worketh in you both to will and
to do of his good pleasure.” The saint truly labors, obeys, gives, prays, witnesses, forgives,
and resists sin, yet God supplies the life and power producing acceptable service. Religion
paints fruit on tombstones and calls the cemetery a vineyard. Grace raises the dead and
then expects them to walk like living men.

Good works matter profoundly because believers will appear before the Judgment Seat of
Christ. First Corinthians 3 describes service tested by fire, with gold, silver, precious
stones, wood, hay, and stubble revealing its quality. A saved man’s work may burn and he
may suffer loss, “but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.” That is loss of reward, not
loss of eternal life. Second Corinthians 5 says every believer will receive for things done in
the body, whether good or bad. Grace therefore removes condemnation without removing
accountability. Eternal security is not a hammock for the flesh; it is a foundation for faithful
labor. The servant does not work to remain a son, but a son who refuses to serve will meet
his Father with empty hands. Salvation is free; discipleship costs; reward is earned; and
confusion begins when those four facts are poured into one doctrinal bucket.

5. “For As Many as Are of the Works of the Law Are under the Curse” Explains the Law’s
Failure



Galatians confronts teachers who attempted to add law to grace and circumcision to faith.
Paul does not treat the mixture as a harmless preference or alternate worship style. He
declares that a different gospel is not another gospel and pronounces a curse upon those
who pervert the gospel of Christ. Galatians 3:10 explains the peril: “For as many as are of
the works of the law are under the curse.” The reason follows from Scripture: “Cursed is
every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do
them.” The law does not grade on a curve, average good days against bad days, or award
partial credit for religious effort. To seek justification by the law is to accept the whole
standard, and one violation places the transgressor beneath its curse. Sinai has no
remedial class.

Verse 11 continues, “But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident:
for, The just shall live by faith.” The law says, “The man that doeth them shall live in them”;
faith rests in what God has promised and Christ has accomplished. The contrast is not
between sincere law-keepers and insincere believers but between two incompatible
principles for justification. Romans 10:4 says, “For Christ is the end of the law for
righteousness to every one that believeth.” Christ fulfilled what sinners could not, bore the
curse they deserved, and established righteousness apart from their performance. The
Judaizer arrives after Calvary carrying Moses’ tablets as though Christ forgot to finish the
paperwork. Paul answers that Christ redeemed us from the curse by being made a curse
for us. The cross was not an intermission before Sinai resumed.

The law nevertheless had a legitimate purpose. Galatians 3:24 says it “was our
schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.” It exposed
transgression, confined all under sin, and prepared the way for the promised Seed. But
after faith is come, Paul says, “we are no longer under a schoolmaster.” A schoolmaster
who performs his assigned task has not failed when the pupil advances; he fails only if he
refuses to release the pupil. The Christian may learn God’s holiness, human sinfulness,
and countless spiritual lessons from the law, but he does not return to Moses for
justification or covenant standing. The law points the guilty man toward Christ; legalism
points the justified man backward toward the curse. One uses the signpost to reach the
destination. The other uproots it and carries it around as luggage.

6. “For” Supplies the Foundation of Assurance and Eternal Security

Romans 5:1 declares, “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ.” The chapter then explains why this peace does not rest upon human
strength: “For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.”
God did not wait until sinners became useful, righteous, or spiritually attractive. Verse 8
adds, “But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ



died for us.” Verse 10 carries the argument further: if enemies were reconciled to God by
the death of His Son, “much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.”
Assurance looks backward to a completed death and upward to a living Saviour. The
believer’s security is not built on the sandbar of personal consistency but upon Christ
dead, risen, and interceding.

Romans 8 opens, “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ
Jesus,” and verse 2 gives the explanation: “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus
hath made me free from the law of sin and death.” What the law could not do through the
weakness of the flesh, God accomplished by sending His own Son. Later the chapter forms
an unbroken chain: those God foreknew He predestinated, called, justified, and glorified.
Paul then asks who can lay anything to the charge of God’s elect, since God justifies and
Christ died, rose, and intercedes. The Judge has justified, the Saviour has paid, and the
Advocate lives. A frightened conscience may reopen the file every Tuesday, but heaven is
not required to retry a case because the defendant feels nervous.

The chapter closes with Paul persuaded that neither death, life, angels, principalities,
powers, things present, things to come, height, depth, nor any other creature can separate
believers from the love of God in Christ Jesus. The list covers time, space, spiritual powers,
earthly conditions, and every created thing. Since the believer himself is a creature, “any
other creature” closes the popular escape hatch claiming he can somehow remove himself
from Christ after God seals him. Ephesians 1 says believers are sealed with the Holy Spirit
of promise, the earnest of their inheritance; Ephesians 4 says the sealing lasts “unto the
day of redemption.” Eternal security does not arise from ignoring warnings but from
applying them to their proper subjects—fellowship, chastening, testimony, fruit, and
reward—while believing the explanations God attaches to salvation. God’s “for” is stronger
than the devil’s “what if.”

7. “For” Connects Christian Commmands to Christian Reasons

New Testament commands are not random religious chores dropped from heaven to keep
believers occupied until the Rapture. They rest upon doctrinal reasons. First Corinthians 6
commands believers to flee fornication and glorify God in body and spirit, “For ye are
bought with a price.” Ownership answers the modern claim that a person may do whatever
he pleases with his body. The Christian’s body belongs to the Lord who purchased him and
is atemple of the Holy Ghost. Ephesians 4 commands kindness, tenderheartedness, and
forgiveness, “even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.” Colossians 3 similarly says,
“as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.” The believer forgives not because sin is imaginary,
injury harmless, or justice unimportant, but because he lives beneath a pardon purchased
atimmeasurable cost. Grace becomes the reason for holiness, not its rival.



Second Corinthians 5:14 says, “For the love of Christ constraineth us,” and explains that
Christ died for all “that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves.” The
motive for service is not applause, guilt manipulation, institutional pressure, or a
preacher’s ability to make the congregation feel miserable by noon. Christ’s love displayed
at Calvary lays rightful claim upon the redeemed life. Paul continues that God has
committed to believers the word of reconciliation, making them ambassadors for Christ.
An ambassador does not invent policy, apologize for his King, or rewrite the message to
receive favorable polling numbers in a hostile country. He delivers what he was entrusted
to deliver. The gospelis not improved by hiding sin, judgment, blood, or the exclusiveness
of Christ. A bloodless ambassador represents a kingdom of his own imagination.

Titus 2 gathers the pattern perfectly: “For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath
appeared to all men,” teaching believers to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts and to live
soberly, righteously, and godly in this present world. Grace saves, grace teaches, and grace
directs the believer toward the blessed hope and glorious appearing of the great God and
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Christ gave Himself to redeem and purify “a peculiar people,
zealous of good works.” The explanation leaves no room for legalism or lawlessness.
Legalism says holiness purchases acceptance; grace says acceptance in Christ produces
holiness. Lawlessness says free salvation makes conduct unimportant; grace says the One
who redeemed a people also purifies them for Himself. “For” fastens Christian behavior to
Christian doctrine. Cut the connection, and morality becomes pride on one side or
permission on the other.

Conclusion

The inspired word “for” repeatedly answers the question human religion prefers to leave
vague. Why is there no difference between Jew and Gentile in the need of salvation? “For all
have sinned.” Why does death reign over Adam’s race? “For the wages of sin is death.” Why
can no sinner boast before God? “For by grace are ye saved through faith.” Why should
saved people perform good works? “For we are his workmanship.” Why can the law justify
no man? “For, The just shall live by faith.” Why does the believer possess assurance? Christ
died for the ungodly, rose, intercedes, justifies, seals, and keeps. Why must the Christian
glorify God rather than serve the flesh? “For ye are bought with a price.” God’s doctrines are
not loose boards scattered across a theological lumberyard. “For” shows how the Builder
joined them.

The word also exposes the dishonest habits of false teaching. The legalist quotes the
command and omits the grace that supplies its proper foundation. The libertine quotes the
gift and omits the workmanship ordained unto good works. The sacramentalist quotes
baptism and ignores the passages declaring justification by faith without works. The



insecure preacher quotes warnings about service and reward while abandoning the
reasons salvation rests upon Christ. The motivational speaker quotes love while forgetting
sin’s wages, divine wrath, and the blood required for reconciliation. Each error survives by
breaking a connection the Holy Ghost made. A half-verse may fit neatly on a coffee cup, but
it makes a poor foundation for eternity. God did not inspire decorative fragments. He
inspired sentences, arguments, chapters, and a Book whose explanations are as
authoritative as its announcements.

Therefore, follow the “for.” When Scripture states a verdict, read the reason. When it gives a
promise, examine the foundation. When it issues a command, receive the doctrine that
gives the command its force. Let Romans stop every mouth before grace opens heaven. Let
Galatians curse every attempt to add law to Christ. Let Ephesians place salvation before
service and workmanship after grace. Let the gospel remain Christ’s death, burial, and
resurrection received by faith, without Adam submitting an amendment. Then let the saved
man live as one bought, sealed, created anew, and destined to stand before Christ. One
little word can clear an entire pulpit full of fog because God does not merely tell the sinner
what is true. He tells him why—and when God supplies the reason, speculation has just
lost its chair.

Conclusion: Little Words, Great Doctrine

6«

The ten words examined in this series have delivered their verdict. “If,” “but,” “and,”
until,” “yet,” “now,” “then,” and “for” are not scraps of grammatical
packing material placed between the important doctrines. They are part of the doctrine.

They establish conditions, reverse conclusions, join truths, announce verdicts, close
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“therefore,” “except,

alternatives, mark boundaries, oppose appearances, identify present revelation, preserve
sequence, and supply reasons. Remove them, ignore them, or soften them, and the large
words begin losing their God-appointed relationships. Salvation can be turned into
probation, grace into law, Israel into the Church, prophecy into history, Christian service
into self-salvation, and divine certainty into religious guesswork. A small key can open a
large vault, and one little word can expose an entire theological system as a burglar
standing beside an open safe.

The central lesson is simple enough for a new believer and sharp enough to trouble a
professor: God means what He says, and He says it with exact words. Jesus Christ
declared, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the
mouth of God.” Every word includes the famous words and the forgotten ones, the long



words and the short ones, the nouns carrying obvious doctrine and the conjunctions
fastening that doctrine together. Proverbs 30:5 says, “Every word of God is pure.” It does not
say every general thought is approximately useful after a committee has finished updating
it. The Lord did not inspire a cloud of religious sentiment hovering somewhere above the
page. He inspired words. The man who objects that this is too precise should remember
that he expects his bank to be equally precise when printing the balance on his account.

“If” taught us that conditions must be attached to their proper subjects. Not every “if”
threatens eternal salvation, because not every passage concerns justification. Some
conditions govern discipleship, fellowship, fruitfulness, answered prayer, testimony,
inheritance, temporal deliverance, practical holiness, or reward. Others expose false
profession or warn of consequences within a particular covenant and setting. The careless
preacher gathers every conditional verse into one sack, shakes it over the believer’s head,
and calls the resulting terror holiness. Scripture is more exact. The believer’s eternal life
rests upon Christ’s finished work, God’s promise, the Spirit’s sealing, and a new birth that
cannot be reversed by a bad spiritual week. Yet eternal security does not remove
conditions from Christian living. A son may lose fellowship, usefulness, joy, testimony,
health, reward, and even physical life without ceasing to be a son. “If” separates what God
freely gives from what a careless believer may fail to enjoy.

“But” taught us that God has the final word after sin, death, judgment, flesh, failure,
religion, and human inability have made their arguments. Man is dead in trespasses and
sins, “But God” is rich in mercy. The wages of sin is death, “but the gift of God is eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” The world examines the sinner’s ruin and closes the case.
Religion prescribes ceremonies to improve the corpse. Scholarship performs an autopsy,
assigns the condition a Latin name, and congratulates itself for being thorough. Then God
places “but” in the sentence and raises the dead. The contrast does not minimize man’s
guilt; it magnifies God’s grace. Mercy is glorious because wrath was deserved. Life is
wonderful because death was earned. Salvation is astonishing because Adam had nothing
left to contribute except the sin that made salvation necessary.

“And” taught us to preserve the connections God established without confusing the things
connected. Christ is full of grace and truth, not grace instead of truth or truth without grace.
Worship must be in spirit and in truth. The gospel announces that Christ died for our sins,
was buried, and rose again. Faith receives salvation, and good works follow it. Position
produces practice. Doctrine directs duty. Israel and the Church may appear within the
same prophetic purpose without becoming the same people. The Rapture and the Second
Advent both concern the return of Christ without becoming one event. A conjunction may
join two truths while context continues to distinguish their identities, functions, and order.



Religious systems usually commit one of two offenses: they tear apart what God joined or
weld together what God divided. “And” keeps the Bible believer from arriving at either crime
scene carrying theological tools.

“Therefore” taught us that divine conclusions rest upon inspired arguments. Romans 5:1
announces justification by faith because Romans 1-4 has already established universal
guilt, the failure of human righteousness, the example of Abraham, and justification apart
from works. Romans 8:1 announces no condemnation because Christ has borne judgment
and the believer stands in Him. Romans 12:1 calls for consecrated living because eleven
chapters of doctrine have already displayed the mercies of God. Christian behavior does
not purchase salvation; it is the reasonable response to salvation already received. The
flesh wants duty without doctrine so it can boast, or doctrine without duty so it can sleep.
“Therefore” permits neither. It reaches backward to God’s accomplished mercy and
forward to the believer’s proper response. Grace does not leave the sinner where it found
him; it saves him freely and then tells him to get off the couch.

“Except” taught us that God’s appointed way leaves no religious side entrance. “Except a
man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” A sinner may be educated,
baptized, confirmed, civilized, religious, sincere, generous, respected, and still remain
dead in trespasses and sins. Spiritual birth is not religious decoration added to Adam; it is
life given from above. Neither denominational pedigree, family religion, sacramental
ceremony, hor moral improvement can substitute for it. Yet “except” must be interpreted in
its setting. An exception concerning Israel’s national repentance cannot automatically be
converted into Church Age justification, and a statement concerning discipleship cannot
be made the price of regeneration. Context identifies the door being discussed. Once that
is established, “except” stands there like an armed guard. The pope cannot bless his way
around it, the scholar cannot translate himself beneath it, and the Pharisee cannot
purchase a special admission ticket.

“Until” taught us that God’s prophetic program contains boundaries no creed may move.
Israel’s blindness is partial and temporary “until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.”
Jerusalem’s appointed humiliation continues “until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.”
Heaven receives Christ “until the times of restitution of all things.” The word demolishes
replacement theology because a condition lasting “until” a divinely appointed boundary is
not necessarily a condition lasting forever. Israel has not been erased, spiritualized,
absorbed, or replaced by a Gentile institution that likes the promises but declines the
curses. God’s covenants did not expire because Israel stumbled or because a church
council found a new filing cabinet. The gifts and calling of God are without repentance.



“Until” stands on the prophetic highway like a mile marker hammered into the ground by
God Himself. A theologian may repaint the sign, but he cannot move the destination.

“Yet” taught us that biblical faith neither lies about circumstances nor permits
circumstances to overrule God. Job could say, “Though he slay me, yet will | trustin him.”
Habakkuk could inventory an empty farm and declare, “Yet | will rejoice in the LORD.” Christ
could stand before a grave and say, “though he were dead, yet shall he live.” Faith does not
call the furnace cool, the grave empty, the body healthy, or the trial painless. Positive
thinking must deny the first half of the sentence because it has no God strong enough to
finish the second. Biblical faith tells the truth about the darkness and then tells a greater
truth about the Light. The saint may be sorrowful, yet rejoicing; cast down, yet not
destroyed; persecuted, yet not forsaken. “Yet” is not emotional stage scenery. It is the
place where visible evidence loses its authority to issue the final verdict.

“Now” taught us that revelation has an appointed time and divine administration has
recognizable distinctions. “But now the righteousness of God without the law is
manifested.” “But now in Christ Jesus” believing Gentiles who were far off are made nigh by
the blood. The mystery once hidden from ages and generations is “now” made manifest to
the saints. God did not change His character, correct an error, or discover information He
lacked. He unfolded His eternal purpose according to His own schedule. Noah received
instructions for an ark, Moses received the law at Sinai, Israel received covenants and
earthly promises, and Paul received the revelation concerning the one Body and the
present dispensation of grace. Every word is true, but every command is not addressed
doctrinally to every person in every age. The man who tells Noah to build a tabernacle and
Paul to offer a bullock has not honored the whole Bible. He has delivered everybody’s mail
to the wrong house.

“Then” taught us that prophecy depends upon order as surely as history depends upon
facts. The Lord descends, the dead in Christ rise first, and “Then we which are alive and
remain shall be caught up together with them.” Christ is the firstfruits; afterward those
belonging to Him rise in their appointed order; then comes the consummation after His
reign has subdued every enemy. Israel passes through its prophetic trouble; then the Son of
man appears visibly in power and great glory. The Second Advent precedes the Millennium.
The Millennium precedes Satan’s final release. The final rebellion precedes the Great White
Throne. The Great White Throne precedes the new heaven and new earth. The interval
between two events may be a moment or a thousand years, but the order remains God’s.
Prophecy is not a box of puzzle pieces handed to a denominational committee with
permission to trim the edges.



“For” taught us to follow God’s reasoning. There is no difference in humanity’s need of
salvation, “For all have sinned.” Death hangs over Adam’s race, “For the wages of sin is
death.” Boasting is excluded, “For by grace are ye saved through faith.” Good works follow
salvation, “For we are his workmanship.” The believer should glorify God in body and spirit,
“For ye are bought with a price.” God does not merely announce conclusions; He frequently
supplies the reasons upon which those conclusions stand. False teachers prefer detached
statements because detached statements travel easily into foreign doctrines. The legalist
quotes the command and abandons grace. The libertine quotes grace and abandons
holiness. The insecure preacher quotes warnings about reward and abandons eternal
security. “For” restores the connection and leaves the pulpit speculator staring at a Bible
that has already answered him.

Taken together, these ten words reveal the necessity of reading Scripture as Scripture
rather than using it as a warehouse of quotations. A verse belongs to a sentence, a
sentence to a passage, a passage to a book, and a book to God’s complete revelation. Who
is speaking? To whom? Under what covenant? During what dispensation? Concerning what
subject? What came before the statement, and what follows it? Is the passage discussing
salvation, service, fellowship, fruit, chastening, inheritance, reward, national restoration,
prophetic judgment, or eternal destiny? The same word can perform its normal
grammatical function in different doctrinal settings. Right division does not weaken the
authority of any verse. It protects every verse from being kidnapped by somebody searching
for a slogan.

This is why Israel and the Church must remain distinct. Israelis an earthly nation
descended physically from Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, possessing covenants, land
promises, a Davidic throne, and a future national restoration. The Church is the Body of
Christ, composed of believing Jews and Gentiles joined by one Spirit, blessed with spiritual
blessings in heavenly places, and awaiting Christ in the air. Israel is not the Church in the
Old Testament, and the Church is not Israel with Gentile management. The present
interruption in Israel’s national program does not cancel the promises God swore to the
fathers. “Until,” “now,” and “then” guard that distinction with enough clarity to embarrass a
room full of replacement theologians. God did not misplace Israel, and He does not need a
Gentile denomination to inherit Jerusalem while explaining why Jacob’s descendants
received only the Tribulation.

The series has likewise shown why law and grace cannot be blended as joint partners in
justification. The law is holy, just, and good, but it exposes sin, pronounces guilt, and
ministers condemnation to the transgressor. It cannot impart the righteousness it
demands. Grace saves through faith because Christ fulfilled the law, bore the curse, shed



His blood, died for our sins, and rose again. The believer is not saved by works, kept saved
by works, or finally admitted to heaven because his good deeds managed to outvote his
bad ones. He is saved “by grace” and created “unto good works.” The order cannot be
reversed without making grace a wage and Christ an assistant. Calvary was not God’s
contribution to a partnership in which Adam supplies the remaining balance.

Eternal security stands unharmed when the little words are placed correctly. The believer
has eternal life, is justified freely, made accepted in the Beloved, baptized by the Spirit into
Christ’s Body, sealed unto the day of redemption, and kept by the power of God.
Conditional warnings do not erase unconditional promises; they govern whatever subject
the context assigns them. Sin in the believer remains serious because it grieves the Spirit,
breaks fellowship, invites chastening, damages testimony, destroys usefulness, and burns
reward at the Judgment Seat of Christ. Eternal security is not permission to sin. Itis the
assurance that Christ’s work succeeded. The legalist believes fear of hell is the only leash
strong enough to control the saint. Paul believed the mercies of God could produce a living
sacrifice. One system trains slaves beneath a whip; the other teaches sons to honor their
Father.

The conclusion of this series must therefore be the conclusion of the Book itself: “Let God
be true, but every man a liar.” Let God be true when the text contradicts tradition. Let God
be true when the verse overturns a denominational confession. Let God be true when
prophetic order ruins a popular chart, when Pauline revelation exposes religious bondage,
when Israel’s future embarrasses replacement theology, and when free grace removes
every human boast. The Bible believer does not place Scripture on trial and summon
scholars as expert witnesses against it. Scripture places the believer on trial. The Book
does not need correction from men who cannot keep their own footnotes consistent from
one edition to the next.

Watch the little words. When God says “if,” identify the condition. When He says “but,”
prepare for the reversal. When He says “and,” preserve the connection. When He says
“therefore,” trace the argument. When He says “except,” stop searching for another
entrance. When He says “until,” respect the boundary. When He says “yet,” let faith finish
the sentence. When He says “now,” recognize the present revelation. When He says “then,”
keep the events in order. When He says “for,” receive the explanation. Do not skip the
hinges while admiring the door, discard the foundation while decorating the house, or
remove the rails and complain that the train left the track. God put every word where it

belongs.

The King James Bible remains the final authority because its Author remains the final
authority. It speaks with greater precision than modern religion desires and greater



simplicity than modern scholarship can tolerate. It tells the sinner he is guilty, tells him
why, shows him the blood, offers him eternal life, and excludes his works. It tells the
believer who he is in Christ, how he ought to live, what he should expect, and where history
is going. It preserves Israel, magnifies Christ, exalts grace, condemns sin, orders prophecy,
and exposes error. It does all of that not merely through its celebrated passages but
through the smallest words connecting them.

A theologian may stand behind a polished pulpit with a robe, a doctorate, a stack of
commentaries, and enough dead-language vocabulary to frighten the ushers. He may
explain that the Bible does not quite mean “if,” “until,” “except,” “but,” “now,” or “then” in
the ordinary sense. He may assure the congregation that centuries of scholarship have
finally liberated God from the burden of saying what He meant. But one child with a King
James Bible can point to the word on the page and ask why the scholar keeps walking
around it. That is usually where the smoke begins escaping from the machinery.

Little words carry great doctrine because the great God inspired every word. The final
defense of truth is not found in human cleverness, religious tradition, institutional power, or
scholarly reputation. It is found in receiving the words of God as the words of God. The
serpent began by asking, “Yea, hath God said?” The answer at the end of this series
remains the answer that should have been given in Eden: Yes, God hath said. He said it
exactly, preserved it faithfully, and meant every word.
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