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Contentment — Rich Without Getting Everything You Want 

Contentment is one of those Bible doctrines everybody admires until God provides the 
classroom. It sounds wonderful when the refrigerator is full, the bills are paid, the family is 
healthy, the job is steady, the ministry is growing, and nobody has disappointed you 
recently. Then something does not happen. The prayer remains unanswered. Somebody 
else gets the opportunity. The body starts hurting. The money tightens up. The child goes 
another direction. The ministry does not grow the way you expected. The years start moving 
faster than your plans. Suddenly “be content” quits sounding like a decorative verse and 
starts sounding like something God actually intends you to learn. Paul did not say, “I was 
born content.” He said, “I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content” 
(Philippians 4:11). Contentment is learned, and God has a remarkable habit of teaching it 
in classrooms we would never voluntarily register for. 

The world has no interest in teaching contentment because contentment is terrible for 
business. A satisfied man is difficult to manipulate. If you are thankful for the house you 
have, grateful for the car that still runs, satisfied with the clothes in the closet, at peace 
with your present income, and unimpressed by somebody else’s possessions, half the 
advertising industry has just lost its grip on your wallet. The entire commercial machine 
depends upon convincing you that what was perfectly acceptable yesterday became 
embarrassing sometime during the night. Your phone suddenly lacks dignity. Your kitchen 
has committed the sin of being seven years old. Your vehicle is apparently an insult to 
progress because a newer dashboard exists. The flesh already knows how to covet; 
Madison Avenue merely gave it better lighting and monthly payments. 

But contentment is not poverty worship. The Bible never teaches that a man becomes 
spiritual by being broke, unsuccessful, sick, uneducated, unemployed, or incapable of 
improving his circumstances. Abraham had substance. Job had wealth. Lydia conducted 
business. Paul received financial support. Scripture commands a man to provide for his 
household and condemns the fellow who refuses to work. Contentment is not lying in a 
ditch and calling it humility because climbing out would require effort. A Christian may 
build a business, seek promotion, obtain education, improve his health, save money, buy 
property, strengthen his marriage, develop his ministry, and pursue legitimate opportunity. 
The question is not whether you possess ambition. The question is whether ambition 
possesses you. There is a tremendous difference between building something and needing 
what you build to tell you that your life matters. 

Neither is contentment a command to pretend pain does not hurt. Some Christian writing 
becomes so sugary at this point that a man with real trouble needs insulin before he 
finishes the paragraph. Scripture is not sentimental about suffering. Paul had a thorn. 



Timothy had “often infirmities” (1 Timothy 5:23). Epaphroditus was “sick nigh unto death” 
(Philippians 2:27). David wept. Hannah wept. Jeremiah wept. Jesus wept. The Bible does 
not tell the Christian to grin like a department-store mannequin while his life is falling apart. 
Contentment does not mean calling sickness pleasant, loss enjoyable, loneliness 
delightful, or disappointment imaginary. It means that none of those things gets to rewrite 
the character of God. Pain may occupy a room in your life without being given the deed to 
the house. 

The great enemy of contentment is not merely having too little. It is believing that one more 
thing will finally be enough. That lie has been circulating since Eden. Eve stood in a garden 
full of provision and became fixated on the one tree God had forbidden. Think about that for 
a minute. She was surrounded by abundance and discontent taught her to stare at the 
restriction. Fallen flesh has been doing the same thing ever since. A man can have ninety-
nine blessings on the table and spend supper glaring at the empty spot where number one 
hundred ought to be. Give him number one hundred and within a week he will have 
discovered number one hundred and one. The flesh has no finish line. It only has appetite. 

Comparison pours gasoline on that appetite. Paul warned about those “comparing 
themselves among themselves” and said they “are not wise” (2 Corinthians 10:12). That is 
polite Bible language for spiritual stupidity. Nothing in your life has to deteriorate for 
comparison to make you miserable. Your house can remain exactly the same size. Your 
marriage can remain exactly as loving. Your children can remain exactly as healthy. Your 
salary can remain exactly as sufficient. Then somebody else posts a picture, announces a 
promotion, buys something larger, travels somewhere expensive, gains a wider audience, 
or receives the thing you prayed for, and suddenly your blessings look smaller. Comparison 
is one of the few thieves that can rob you without taking anything. It merely changes the 
way you look at what remains. 

Prosperity religion makes the whole matter worse by baptizing covetousness and calling it 
faith. Instead of warning the flesh that gain can become a god, it teaches the flesh to 
expect God to become a supplier of gain. Money becomes evidence of blessing, health 
becomes evidence of faith, visible success becomes evidence of divine approval, and 
suffering believers are left wondering which spiritual button they failed to push. Meanwhile 
Paul is standing in the New Testament beaten, imprisoned, hungry, opposed, carrying a 
thorn he could not pray away, and saying, “as having nothing, and yet possessing all things” 
(2 Corinthians 6:10). Evidently Paul did not attend the seminar where they explained that 
real apostles are supposed to own jets. He had something prosperity preaching cannot 
understand: riches that could not be counted in cash. 



This series will deal with contentment where people actually live. It will deal with poverty 
and prosperity, because both can destroy a man who has not learned sufficiency. It will 
deal with singleness and marriage, because each side is capable of imagining happiness 
lives on the other. It will deal with work and ministry, because employees envy bosses, 
bosses envy employees, small ministries envy large ones, and large ministries sometimes 
discover that increased visibility brings increased trouble. It will deal with unanswered 
prayer, physical weakness, aging, comparison, ambition, possessions, and the endless 
human tendency to postpone peace until circumstances finally sign the contract we wrote 
for them. They never do. Life keeps changing the fine print. 

Paul knew how to be “abased” and how to “abound” (Philippians 4:12). That is the balance. 
A Christian ought to be able to sit at an empty table without accusing God and at a loaded 
table without forgetting Him. He ought to be able to receive prosperity without strutting and 
endure scarcity without becoming bitter. He ought to be able to ask God for change without 
demanding change as the price of faithfulness. He ought to be able to desire something 
strongly while still saying, “If God does not give me that, He is still God, Christ is still 
sufficient, the Bible is still true, and I still have something to do today.” That is not passive 
resignation. That is spiritual strength with its boots on. 

Contentment also changes the way a man looks at time. Youth imagines life will always 
cooperate. Age eventually corrects that theology. Strength changes, people leave, children 
grow, parents die, opportunities close, and yesterday becomes unreachable regardless of 
how fondly it is remembered. Nostalgia can become covetousness pointed backward. A 
man can spend the present envying his own past. Ecclesiastes warns against asking why 
former days were better (Ecclesiastes 7:10), and Paul gives the Christian a better direction: 
“though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day” (2 Corinthians 
4:16). The mirror can report decline while the inward man reports progress. God does not 
retire a believer because the calendar accumulated numbers. 

And then there is the hardest lesson of all: sometimes God does not give you what you 
asked for. Paul asked three times for the thorn to leave, and Christ answered, “My grace is 
sufficient for thee” (2 Corinthians 12:9). That answer destroys the idea that contentment 
means finally receiving every legitimate desire. Sometimes the marriage never comes. 
Sometimes the child never comes. Sometimes the body does not return to what it was. 
Sometimes the ministry remains small. Sometimes the relationship is never repaired. 
Sometimes the door never opens. Grace does not always remove the missing thing. 
Sometimes grace teaches you that Christ remains sufficient while the empty place stays 
empty. The unanswered prayer may hurt, but it does not get to become God. 



That is where real wealth begins. “Godliness with contentment is great gain” (1 Timothy 
6:6). Not gain with godliness. Not possessions with godliness. Not promotion with 
godliness. Godliness with contentment. A man may have more money than he can spend 
and still be poor enough to envy his neighbor. Another may own little and sleep without one 
thing in the world holding his peace hostage. One man possesses everything and enjoys 
nothing. Another possesses little and lives like somebody who knows eternity belongs to 
him. The difference cannot be measured by an accountant because the riches are located 
somewhere deeper than a balance sheet. 

Contentment is not getting everything you want. It is reaching the point where what you 
want no longer owns you. It is being able to say, “I would enjoy that, but I do not need it to 
make God good. I would welcome that answer, but I do not need it to keep trusting Christ. I 
would like that door opened, but I will still obey if it remains shut. I would rather be healthy, 
prosperous, strong, useful, and surrounded by people I love, but none of those things is my 
Saviour.” Once a believer learns that, the world loses one of its oldest weapons. The flesh 
can still desire. Circumstances can still hurt. Loss can still grieve. But the heart is no longer 
for sale. 

This series is about learning to become rich in the only way that finally matters—not by 
possessing everything you desire, but by possessing Christ without allowing your desires to 
possess you. Work hard. Build wisely. Improve what you can. Pray about what you cannot. 
Receive blessings gratefully. Endure losses honestly. Rejoice when somebody else receives 
what you wanted. Use prosperity without worshipping it. Walk through poverty without 
believing it defines you. Grow older without living backward. Carry unanswered desires 
without building altars to them. And when the world asks how a man can have less than he 
wanted and still possess peace, give it Paul’s answer: “as having nothing, and yet 
possessing all things.” That is contentment. And that is wealth no market can sell, no thief 
can steal, and no circumstance can repossess. 

 

 

1 of 10 — Contentment — Learning to Be Content in Whatever State You Are 

“I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.” (Philippians 4:11) 

Introduction 

Paul did not write Philippians 4:11 from a padded chair while somebody counted his 
money. He wrote as a man who knew what it was to be beaten, opposed, misunderstood, 
hungry, weary, imprisoned, and still useful to God. When he said, “I have learned, in 



whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content,” he was not handing out a decorative motto 
for a coffee mug. He was giving the testimony of a soldier who had been through enough 
weather to know the sun remains behind the clouds. Notice the word “learned.” 
Contentment did not drop on Paul at conversion like a hat from heaven. Salvation was 
instantaneous; contentment was educational. The Lord saved him by grace, then took the 
saved man to school. The classroom had iron bars, empty stomachs, changing 
circumstances, and people who could disappoint him. God can teach a lesson in a palace, 
but He has never been limited by the lack of carpeting. 

The immediate context makes the matter plain. The Philippians had renewed their care for 
Paul, and he rejoiced, yet he said, “Not that I speak in respect of want” (Philippians 4:11). 
That is the balance modern Christianity keeps dropping on the floor. Paul could appreciate 
help without worshipping help. He could be thankful for the gift without making the giver his 
god. He could acknowledge need without being ruled by need. The Church Age believer is 
not promised easy bills, preferred answers to every prayer, perfect health, painless 
relationships, and open doors on command. He is promised something better: a Saviour 
who never leaves him. Contentment is not the denial of need; it is the refusal to enthrone 
need. A want may knock at the door. Contentment decides whether it gets a room, a key, 
and voting rights in the heart. 

That distinction is necessary because contentment has been badly defined from both 
directions. One crowd turns it into passive resignation, as though a Christian should never 
improve, pursue, build, or ask God for anything. Another crowd treats peace as something 
God owes after arranging life according to the believer’s shopping list. Both miss the verse. 
Paul said he had learned to be content “in whatsoever state” he was in. He did not say 
every state was equally pleasant; he said no state had the authority to cancel his 
sufficiency in Christ. A believer may pray for relief, seek better employment, repair a 
marriage, save money, pursue health, build a ministry, and still be content. Contentment is 
not killing desire. It is putting desire in its proper place. The heart must never say, “Until I get 
that, God is not enough.” The moment peace is held hostage by one missing thing, that 
missing thing has become a master. 

1. Contentment Begins With the Word “Learned” 

The first blow in Philippians 4:11 falls on the fantasy that contentment is a personality trait. 
Some people assume certain Christians are naturally easygoing while others are simply 
wired to worry, compare, complain, and crave. Paul will not let us hide there. “I have 
learned,” he said. Learning involves instruction, correction, repetition, failure, memory, and 
practice. A child does not learn arithmetic by staring at a multiplication table once, and a 
Christian does not learn contentment by hearing one sermon while everything in his life is 



going well. God teaches His children by putting truth beside circumstance. The lesson 
often arrives when money is tight, the promotion goes elsewhere, prayer seems delayed, 
the body slows, or somebody else receives what you wanted. The flesh calls that 
interruption. God may call it instruction. Heaven has a schoolhouse, and some of its best 
classrooms have no windows. If the lesson produces dependence on Christ, the classroom 
was not wasted. 

Paul’s education had a syllabus nobody would buy voluntarily. He had known hunger and 
fullness, abundance and need. In the next verse he says, “I know both how to be abased, 
and I know how to abound” (Philippians 4:12). There are two lessons there, not one. Many 
Christians think they need grace only when the cupboard is empty. Paul knew you also 
need grace when the cupboard is full. Poverty can tempt a man to bitterness; prosperity 
can tempt him to forgetfulness. Need can make him complain; abundance can make him 
independent. One man says, “If God loved me, I would have more.” Another has more and 
quietly starts living as though God is unnecessary. The devil can work with an empty wallet 
or a thick one; he is not particular. Contentment learns to say, “Christ is sufficient,” when 
the account is low and when the account is high. That is learned stability, not natural 
temperament. 

The word “learned” also destroys the excuse that repeated discontent is harmless because 
“that is just how I am.” Scripture does not tell the believer to build a shrine to his habits. It 
tells him to bring every area of life under the authority of truth. “Godliness with 
contentment is great gain” (1 Timothy 6:6). If contentment can be learned, then discontent 
can be confronted. The Christian is not helpless before every appetite. He has the word of 
God, the indwelling Spirit, prayer, and his standing in Christ. He can catch the complaint 
before it becomes a philosophy. He can recognize envy before it becomes a compass. He 
can thank God before the flesh has finished drafting its list of grievances. A bad habit is not 
a covenant. The flesh may have practiced dissatisfaction for forty years, but the Bible does 
not surrender because the flesh has seniority. 

2. “In Whatsoever State” Means Circumstances Do Not Get the Throne 

Paul did not say he was content because his state was ideal; he said he was content in 
whatever state he occupied. That little word “in” matters. Contentment is not always 
delivered by escape from circumstances. Sometimes it is learned inside them. Joseph 
learned faithfulness in a prison before he ever sat beside Pharaoh. David learned 
dependence in caves before he sat on a throne. The doctrinal setting of Philippians is the 
Church, and Paul is speaking as an apostle to believers under grace, not handing Israel a 
national promise of earthly prosperity. The Christian’s riches are first spiritual. He is 
“blessed with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ” (Ephesians 1:3), even 



when earthly circumstances are unimpressive. The believer who is seated with Christ in 
heavenly places does not become spiritually bankrupt because the refrigerator makes a 
strange noise. Circumstances are real, but they are not sovereign. The throne is already 
occupied. 

This does not mean circumstances are unimportant. Scripture never asks a hungry man to 
pretend he is full or a grieving widow that the chair is not empty. The Bible is far too honest 
for that kind of plastic religion. Paul spoke of sorrow, weakness, tears, necessities, 
persecutions, and infirmities. Contentment is not a grin painted over a wound. It is the 
settled conviction that a wound does not cancel the goodness of God. The Christian can 
say, “This hurts,” without saying, “Therefore God has failed.” He can say, “I want this 
changed,” without saying, “I cannot trust God unless He changes it.” Faith does not require 
emotional counterfeit money. God never asked His people to lie in order to look spiritual. 
Pain may speak, but pain does not get the final word. The Bible does. A circumstance can 
sit in the room without being allowed to sit on the throne. 

That is where much modern advice collapses. It teaches people to rearrange externals 
endlessly and assumes inner peace will appear once the furniture is positioned correctly. 
Change the job, city, spouse, church, car, wardrobe, phone, scenery—and if discontent 
survives, start again. Legitimate change can be wise, but a restless heart moves faster than 
the truck. Israel murmured in the wilderness not because Egypt was wonderful but 
because unbelief is capable of romanticizing yesterday while despising today. A 
discontented man can turn manna into a complaint and slavery into nostalgia. If peace 
depends upon perfect surroundings, peace will always be one thunderstorm away from 
eviction. Contentment is not the art of controlling every condition. It is the grace of refusing 
to let every condition control you. 

3. Contentment Is Not Complacency 

The Bible never uses contentment as an excuse for laziness. The same apostle who said, “I 
have learned…to be content” also said, “if any would not work, neither should he eat” (2 
Thessalonians 3:10). That should settle the matter before somebody turns idleness into a 
spiritual gift. A man can be content with his present circumstances and still labor to 
improve them. He can be grateful for present employment while seeking better work. He 
can thank God for his health while caring for it wisely. He can appreciate his home while 
repairing the roof. Contentment does not forbid a ladder; it forbids the ladder from 
becoming an idol. The issue is never whether a believer has goals. The issue is whether his 
peace survives when the timetable changes. Ambition under God’s authority can build. 
Ambition without contentment becomes a furnace that eats everything thrown into it and 
then asks what is for dessert. 



Paul himself was no loafer. He traveled, preached, wrote, reasoned, worked with his hands, 
planted churches, endured persecution, and pressed toward the mark. Contentment did 
not make him passive; it made him steady. A discontented man often mistakes frantic 
motion for progress because standing still long enough to examine the heart makes him 
nervous. Paul could labor intensely without believing his labor purchased God’s favor or 
guaranteed a painless result. “I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of 
God in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:14) comes from the same epistle as “I have learned…to 
be content.” There is no contradiction. The Christian can press forward without despising 
where God has him today. He can seek growth without insulting present grace. A farmer is 
content with God’s provision and still plows the field. Only a fool stares at weeds and calls 
neglect “trust.” 

Complacency says, “Nothing needs to change because effort is inconvenient.” 
Contentment says, “I will obey God whether change comes quickly, slowly, or not at all.” 
Those are not twins; they are barely distant cousins. One avoids responsibility. The other 
removes panic from responsibility. The contented believer can work hard because he is not 
trying to squeeze identity, worth, and peace out of every result. He can lose an opportunity 
without losing himself. He can fail at a project without concluding that heaven has closed. 
He can succeed without strutting as though the angels should take notes. The world tells 
men to build identity from achievement; failure then crushes them and success intoxicates 
them. Scripture gives the believer identity in Christ before the scoreboard is posted. That 
makes honest labor possible. When a man knows who he is in Christ, he can work without 
worshipping the work. 

4. Contentment Refuses to Make Desire a Dictator 

Desire is not automatically sinful. Paul desired to depart and be with Christ. He desired 
fruit in the lives of believers. He desired opportunities to preach. Scripture contains 
prayers, petitions, hopes, plans, and longings from Genesis to Revelation. The problem 
begins when desire crosses the line from servant to dictator. James explains the anatomy 
of sinful craving when he says, “ye lust, and have not” and “ye ask, and receive not, 
because ye ask amiss” (James 4:2-3). A desire can begin as something reasonable and end 
as something that rules the heart. The bachelor wants a wife, the couple a child, the worker 
advancement, the preacher fruit, the sick man relief. None of those desires must be 
condemned merely because they exist. But every desire must bow. If the heart says, “I 
must have this or I cannot obey, rejoice, worship, or trust,” desire has stopped making a 
request and started issuing orders. 

That is why unanswered prayer can become such a revealing mirror. God may answer yes, 
no, or wait, but the delay exposes what the request has become inside us. Paul besought 



the Lord thrice that the thorn might depart from him. The answer was not removal but 
sufficiency: “My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness” (2 
Corinthians 12:9). Paul did not respond by forming a committee to accuse God of poor 
customer service. He adjusted to the answer of God. That is contentment with backbone. It 
does not mean the thorn felt pleasant. It means the thorn was not allowed to redefine 
God’s character. Modern religion often treats faith like a lever forcing heaven to dispense 
the requested item. Biblical faith receives God’s answer and keeps walking. A vending 
machine may owe you a product after you insert the price. God is not a vending machine, 
and prayer is not a purchase order. 

The believer must distinguish between “I want” and “I need.” The flesh is a gifted salesman. 
It can turn preferences into emergencies before breakfast. It says you need recognition, 
need a particular income, need a certain house, need everybody to approve of you, need 
your timetable honored, need the ministry to grow at a certain speed, need the children to 
follow the script you wrote for them. Then the Bible ruins the sales presentation. “And 
having food and raiment let us be therewith content” (1 Timothy 6:8). That verse does not 
forbid lawful comforts; it strips them of divine status. Much misery comes from calling a 
desire a necessity and then accusing God of neglect when He refuses to sign the invoice. A 
desire kept under Scripture can be enjoyed. A desire promoted to necessity will eventually 
collect rent from your peace. 

5. Contentment Breaks the Power of Comparison 

Comparison is one of the quickest ways to manufacture poverty in the middle of blessing. A 
man can thank God for his house until he sees a larger one. He can enjoy his income until 
he learns what somebody else earns. He can appreciate his ministry until another draws a 
larger crowd. He can thank God for his family until he begins comparing children, 
marriages, vacations, bodies, schedules, possessions, and opportunities. Paul wrote of 
those “measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among 
themselves” and concluded, “are not wise” (2 Corinthians 10:12). The verdict is not 
complicated. Comparison is foolish because God does not issue identical assignments. 
The foot does not become more useful by resenting the hand. The servant with two talents 
was not asked to produce the account of the servant with five. God keeps the books, and 
He has never misplaced a ledger because somebody else had a larger column. 

Comparison also lies by showing only the visible surface. You see another person’s harvest 
and rarely see his drought. You see the public blessing, not the private burden. You see the 
house, not the mortgage; the ministry, not the sleepless nights; the marriage photograph, 
not the years of work behind it; the successful child, not the prayers cried over the difficult 
seasons. Comparison is old, but modern media has industrialized it. People can now 



spend hours browsing edited exhibitions of other people’s highlights and then wonder why 
ordinary Tuesday feels dull. That is like walking through a jewelry store and becoming angry 
because your kitchen drawer contains forks. The comparison was foolish before it started. 
Contentment returns the eyes to God’s assignment. “What is that to thee? follow thou me” 
(John 21:22) was Christ’s answer when Peter became curious about another disciple’s 
path. That answer still has sharp edges. 

The cure is not pretending differences vanish. Some really do have more money, better 
health, broader opportunities, stronger abilities, easier circumstances, or greater 
influence. Contentment does not require arithmetic fraud. It requires spiritual perspective. 
“A man can receive nothing, except it be given him from heaven” (John 3:27). Whatever 
lawful gift another believer possesses came under God’s permission, and whatever 
stewardship you possess came the same way. Envy therefore insults both the Giver and the 
gift. It says, in effect, “God distributed the portions badly, and I would have done a more 
intelligent job.” That is a bold speech for dust. Gratitude is the antidote because gratitude 
looks at what God has actually placed in your hands. A man who constantly counts another 
person’s sheep will eventually forget to feed his own. Contentment keeps him in his 
pasture, under his Shepherd, minding the flock God actually gave him. 

6. Contentment Survives Both Abasement and Abundance 

Paul said, “I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound” (Philippians 4:12). 
We usually notice the first half because adversity looks like the obvious test. But 
abundance is a test too, and Scripture is full of men who handled trouble better than 
prosperity. Israel cried to God in bondage and forgot Him in plenty. Moses warned them, 
“Beware that thou forget not the LORD thy God” when houses, herds, silver, and gold 
multiplied (Deuteronomy 8:11-13). Need drives people toward prayer; abundance can 
make prayer seem optional. An empty cupboard exposes dependence, but a full cupboard 
can hide it. The man with little may complain that God withheld too much. The man with 
much may quietly decide that God is no longer necessary. Both are forms of discontent 
because both let possessions define the relationship. One says, “I cannot trust God 
without more.” The other says, “I do not need God because I have enough.” 

Contentment in abasement means the believer refuses to measure divine favor by earthly 
ease. Paul’s chains did not mean God abandoned him. In fact, Philippians 1 explains that 
the things which happened unto him had “fallen out rather unto the furtherance of the 
gospel” (Philippians 1:12). A prison can look like failure to a man who thinks only in terms of 
comfort. God can look at the same prison and see a pulpit with bars. This is where 
contentment develops eyesight. It does not call the chain pleasant; it asks what God can 
do while the chain remains. The flesh says usefulness requires ideal conditions. Scripture 



keeps producing useful men in impossible conditions just to embarrass that theory. Joseph 
had no platform in the pit, yet God had not lost his address. Daniel had no majority in 
Babylon, yet God had not surrendered the government. Paul had no freedom of movement 
in Rome, yet the gospel kept moving. 

Contentment in abundance means the believer enjoys God’s provision without making it 
his security. “Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust 
in uncertain riches” (1 Timothy 6:17). Notice Scripture does not command the rich man to 
apologize for breathing. It commands him not to trust the riches. Money is uncertain; God 
is not. Possessions can be used, shared, invested, enjoyed, and lost. They make excellent 
servants and miserable gods. The prosperous Christian should be easy to humble because 
every good thing arrived by grace, opportunity, providence, and stewardship under God. 
The world sees increase and says, “Build bigger barns and talk to your soul.” Christ told a 
story about how that conversation ended. Contentment can hold abundance with an open 
hand because it already has something money cannot purchase and bankruptcy cannot 
repossess. 

7. “I Can Do All Things” Is the Strength of Contentment 

Philippians 4:13 is one of the most quoted and most kidnapped verses in the New 
Testament: “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” The context is not 
Paul announcing he can accomplish any fantasy by printing the verse on a poster. The “all 
things” are the conditions he has just named—being abased, abounding, being full, being 
hungry, suffering need, possessing plenty. Christ strengthens him to remain faithful through 
all of it. The verse is not a blank check for human ambition; it is the engine under Christian 
contentment. Paul can endure the low place without despair and the high place without 
pride because his strength does not originate in the circumstance. The modern reader 
often wants it to mean, “Christ will help me get what I want.” In context it means something 
tougher: “Christ will strengthen me even when I do not get what I want.” 

That strength is not stoicism. Paul is not clenching his teeth and worshipping self-
discipline. He says the strength comes “through Christ.” The believer’s sufficiency is 
personal before it is circumstantial. He belongs to Christ, is accepted in the beloved, 
sealed by the Spirit, justified by faith, and given a standing earthly downturn cannot touch. 
Contentment therefore rests on doctrine before it appears in conduct. A Christian who 
does not know what he possesses in Christ will spend his life begging circumstances to tell 
him whether God loves him. That is backwards. Romans 8:32 says, “He that spared not his 
own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all 
things?” Calvary settled the character of God. The cross is not revised every time a door 



closes. If God gave His Son, the believer does not need a larger paycheck to prove heaven’s 
goodwill. 

Contentment can be learned without becoming numb. Christ supplies strength while the 
believer still feels the weight of the circumstance. Strength is not the absence of weight; it 
is the ability to carry the weight without surrendering. A bridge proves its engineering when 
the load arrives, not when the road is empty. The Christian life is much the same. We like to 
imagine maturity as a life with fewer burdens. Often it is a life in which burdens no longer 
get the final vote. Paul could rejoice in the Lord from prison because the prison did not 
contain the Lord. The bars surrounded Paul, not Christ. The chains restricted his wrists, not 
the word of God. Contentment is the quiet rebellion of faith against the tyranny of 
circumstances. It says, “You may affect my comfort, but you do not own my Christ; 
therefore you do not own me.” 

Conclusion 

Contentment is not having everything. It is refusing to let what is missing become your 
master. That is the lesson in Philippians 4:11. Paul had learned it because God had carried 
him through enough contrasts to prove that Christ remained sufficient in every one of them. 
Full or hungry, honored or opposed, free or confined, Paul found circumstances change 
clothes faster than a stage actor, but Christ does not change. The believer who ties peace 
to circumstances will spend his life on a leash held by events. Every bill, diagnosis, delay, 
rejection, purchase, promotion, disappointment, and unanswered prayer can jerk him in a 
new direction. But the Christian who learns contentment becomes difficult for 
circumstances to blackmail. He may still hurt. He may still ask God to change the 
situation. He may still labor to improve it. But he will not tell God, “I will trust You after You 
meet my terms.” 

The great enemy of contentment is not poverty alone. It is the belief that one more thing will 
finally complete what God has left unfinished. That lie has sold houses, cars, careers, 
applause, ministries, relationships, gadgets, vacations, and countless other lawful things 
as though they were sacraments. The world keeps moving the finish line because a 
satisfied customer is bad for business. Scripture moves the believer’s eyes off the finish 
line and back to Christ. “Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content 
with such things as ye have,” and then God gives the reason: “for he hath said, I will never 
leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5). The answer to “I do not have everything” is 
not “Pretend you do.” The answer is “You have Someone who does not leave.” Possessions 
come and go. Circumstances rise and fall. Christ remains. 



Learn the lesson before the next circumstance teaches it with a louder voice. Thank God for 
what is present. Pray about what is absent. Work where duty requires work. Change what 
wisdom says should be changed. Endure what cannot presently be changed. But do not 
hand the missing thing the keys to your peace. Do not make a spouse, child, income, body, 
house, ministry, opportunity, answer, or future condition the price God must pay before you 
will call Him good. “Godliness with contentment is great gain” (1 Timothy 6:6), because 
contentment makes a poor man rich in what matters and keeps a rich man from becoming 
poor in soul. The believer who has Christ may not have everything he wants, but he is not 
empty. And when the heart learns that, the world loses one of its oldest weapons: the 
power to keep saying, “You would finally be happy if you just had one more thing.”  

 

 

2 of 10 — Contentment — When What You Have Never Feels Like Enough 

“Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye 
have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” (Hebrews 13:5) 

Covetousness is one of those sins that learned how to dress well. Drunkenness staggers 
down the street, adultery eventually leaves fingerprints, and theft usually requires taking 
something that belongs to somebody else. Covetousness can sit in church wearing a tie, 
balance a checkbook, carry a Bible, and quietly whisper, “Just a little more.” It rarely 
introduces itself as greed. It prefers respectable names: improvement, advancement, 
lifestyle, success, opportunity, security, upgrading. Some of those things are perfectly 
lawful, which is exactly why the sin is difficult to detect. The poison is not always in the 
object desired; it is in the authority that desire acquires over the heart. Hebrews 13:5 does 
not command poverty. It commands freedom: “Let your conversation be without 
covetousness.” A man can possess a great deal without covetousness, and another can 
possess almost nothing while coveting everything in sight. The issue is not merely what is in 
the garage. The issue is what is sitting on the throne. 

The verse then gives a command that cuts across the entire machinery of modern 
dissatisfaction: “be content with such things as ye have.” That does not mean a Christian 
cannot buy a better house, pursue a raise, replace a worn vehicle, improve his business, or 
provide more comfortably for his family. The Bible is not against roofs that do not leak or 
automobiles that start in the morning. It is against a heart that cannot rest until the next 
acquisition arrives. Contentment means present possessions are permitted to be blessings 
instead of merely placeholders for future purchases. There is a strange poverty in being 
unable to enjoy anything because everything is instantly compared with the next model. 



Yesterday’s answered prayer becomes today’s inconvenience, last year’s blessing 
becomes this year’s embarrassment, and the flesh sits at the table God furnished while 
studying the menu for another restaurant. Nothing satisfies a heart that has decided 
satisfaction is always located somewhere else. 

The reason God gives for contentment is even more devastating to covetousness than the 
command itself: “for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” God does not 
answer the restless heart by promising more merchandise. He answers it with Himself. 
That exposes the real issue. Covetousness says, “I would finally be secure if I possessed 
that.” God says, “I am here.” Covetousness says, “I would finally be somebody if I acquired 
that.” God says, “You belong to Me.” Covetousness keeps adding objects to an equation 
Scripture has already solved with a Person. The Christian may lawfully enjoy a thousand 
things, but none of them can do what Christ does. Houses can burn, markets can fall, jobs 
can disappear, fashions can change, and gadgets become obsolete before the box reaches 
the attic. But the Lord says, “I will never leave thee.” A believer who misses that can have a 
full house and an empty heart. 

1. Covetousness Is the Sin That Keeps Renaming Itself 

The tenth commandment did not deal with an outward act first; it dealt with inward 
appetite. “Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s 
wife,” and the list continues through servants, animals, and “any thing that is thy 
neighbour’s” (Exodus 20:17). Under the law, God put His finger on the desire before the 
hand ever reached for the object. That principle remains instructive because covetousness 
begins long before the credit card leaves the wallet. It begins when another person’s 
possession becomes a courtroom exhibit against God’s goodness. The heart says, “He has 
it; I do not; therefore something is wrong.” That is more serious than wanting a nicer lawn 
mower. Covetousness quietly puts God on trial for distribution. It assumes heaven made a 
clerical error and deposited the blessing in the wrong account. That is a mighty ambitious 
opinion for a creature who did not choose the day of his own birth. 

Paul calls covetousness idolatry. “Covetousness, which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). That 
is not ornamental language. An idol is something given the place that belongs to God, and 
covetousness does exactly that with possessions, advancement, recognition, or gain. The 
coveted object begins promising what only God can give: security, identity, peace, worth, 
permanence. Nobody has to bow before a golden statue if he spends all week bowing 
before the prospect of another dollar. The idol may have four bedrooms, leather seats, a 
corner office, a retirement account, or a logo on the front. The form changes; the worship is 
the same. Modern man congratulates himself because he no longer bows to Baal, then 



spends thirty years sacrificing his peace, family, health, and conscience on the altar of 
“more.” Apparently an idol becomes sophisticated if it comes with financing. 

The danger increases because covetousness can coexist with respectable living. A person 
may never steal, cheat, or commit obvious financial fraud and still be consumed with 
acquisition. The rich young ruler kept commandments outwardly, yet when Christ touched 
his possessions, the man’s heart was exposed (Mark 10:21-22). The Lord knew exactly 
where to put the knife. This is why external prosperity proves nothing about spiritual health. 
Wealth is not wicked, but neither is wealth a certificate of righteousness. Abraham had 
abundance. Job had abundance. David had abundance. The question is whether the man 
owns the possessions or the possessions own the man. If losing a thing would make 
obedience to God impossible, that thing has already become larger than it should be. The 
safest possessions are those held with an open hand. What you clutch eventually starts 
clutching you back. 

2. The Flesh Has No Natural Definition of “Enough” 

Proverbs says, “The horseleach hath two daughters, crying, Give, give” (Proverbs 30:15). 
That is one of the finest pictures of unchecked appetite in Scripture. The flesh has two 
favorite words: “Give, give.” It does not say, “Thank you, that is sufficient.” It says, “What is 
next?” Solomon had wealth, houses, servants, gardens, music, silver, gold, pleasures, and 
projects on a scale most men will never approach, yet Ecclesiastes records the emptiness 
of trying to extract permanent satisfaction from temporary things. “He that loveth silver 
shall not be satisfied with silver; nor he that loveth abundance with increase” (Ecclesiastes 
5:10). Notice the wording. The problem is not possessing silver. It is loving silver. Once the 
appetite becomes the master, increase merely enlarges the appetite’s kitchen. 

That explains why “a little more” is one of the flesh’s oldest lies. The man making fifty 
thousand imagines peace lives at seventy-five. At seventy-five, peace relocates to one 
hundred. At one hundred, the neighborhood changes, the expectations rise, and somebody 
nearby has a boat. Enough keeps moving because the flesh has attached contentment to 
comparison and appetite instead of truth. The same principle operates far below great 
wealth. A child wants one toy, gets it, and sees another before the wrapping paper reaches 
the trash. Adults become more dignified about the procedure, but the engine under the 
hood has not changed much. We use terms like portfolio, upgrade cycle, market value, and 
lifestyle enhancement. The flesh smiles politely and says, “Give, give.” Put a necktie on 
appetite and it is still appetite. 

Christ warned, “Take heed, and beware of covetousness” (Luke 12:15), then added, “for a 
man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth.” That 



sentence ought to be printed across every advertisement promising a new identity through 
a purchase. Life does not consist in abundance. More square footage does not produce 
more soul. A faster vehicle does not make time move slower. A more expensive watch tells 
the same hour. A larger bank balance can solve many practical problems, but it cannot tell 
a man why he exists or prepare him to meet God. Money can buy a mattress and leave 
sleep untouched. It can buy medicine and not another heartbeat. It can buy company and 
not friendship. The fool is not the man who owns useful things. The fool is the man who 
expects things to perform jobs God never assigned them. 

3. The World Makes Money by Keeping You Dissatisfied 

The commercial world understands something about fallen human nature: a satisfied man 
is difficult to manipulate. If you are thankful for what you own, content with your present 
station, and able to distinguish need from novelty, a large portion of advertising loses its 
leverage. Therefore the marketplace must continually teach you that what was impressive 
six months ago is now inadequate. The phone still works, but a newer one exists. The 
kitchen still cooks food, but the cabinets have committed the unforgivable sin of being 
from the wrong decade. The vehicle runs, but the dashboard lacks three electronic 
conveniences nobody knew he needed until a salesman demonstrated them. None of 
those improvements is sinful in itself. The trick is convincing a man that the absence of an 
upgrade constitutes deprivation. Yesterday he thanked God for the blessing. Today a 
commercial informed him he is suffering. 

The world does not merely sell products; it often sells dissatisfaction first and the product 
second. It points to a wrinkle, flaw, inconvenience, status difference, missing feature, 
unfashionable color, smaller house, older model, or somebody else’s possession. Then, 
after creating the wound, it graciously sells the bandage. The system works because 
covetousness already lives in fallen flesh. Advertising did not invent envy; it simply learned 
how to invoice it. John wrote, “For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of 
the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father” (1 John 2:16). The eye sees, the flesh 
wants, pride explains why possession is deserved, and the cash register rings. By the time 
the transaction is finished, the buyer may think he purchased a product when he really 
rented a feeling. 

A Christian therefore needs enough biblical sense to know when he is being trained to 
despise blessings. There is nothing wrong with replacing something that is worn out, 
improving a home, enjoying technology, or buying quality. But when a perfectly useful 
possession begins feeling shameful merely because somebody produced a newer version, 
another spirit is at work. Gratitude says, “This serves its purpose; thank God for it.” 
Covetousness says, “But what will people think?” That question has financed mountains of 



debt. Proverbs says, “The borrower is servant to the lender” (Proverbs 22:7). Many people 
have purchased appearances with future labor, then discovered that impressing strangers 
is expensive work. A man can spend next year’s money trying to look successful this year. 
That is not prosperity. That is putting Sunday clothes on bondage. 

4. “Such Things as Ye Have” Is Not a Command to Stay Poor 

Contentment must not be twisted into a doctrine of deliberate mediocrity. Hebrews does 
not say, “Never obtain anything else.” It says, “be content with such things as ye have.” 
Scripture commends diligence, honest labor, wise stewardship, provision for one’s 
household, and responsible preparation. “If any provide not for his own, and specially for 
those of his own house,” Paul says, “he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel” 
(1 Timothy 5:8). A man who has opportunity to work, improve, save, build, and provide 
should not hide laziness behind the word contentment. Biblical contentment is perfectly 
capable of wearing work boots. It does not sit on the porch watching the roof leak while 
explaining that material things do not matter. That is not holiness. That is a repair bill with a 
hymnbook. 

The difference lies in motive and mastery. A believer can seek a raise because he wants to 
provide better, give more, reduce debt, or exercise greater stewardship. Another can seek 
the same raise because his entire identity depends on earning more than the next man. 
Outwardly, both may fill out the same application. Inwardly, they are walking in different 
worlds. Scripture does not condemn increase. “The blessing of the LORD, it maketh rich, 
and he addeth no sorrow with it” (Proverbs 10:22). Abraham’s servants and livestock did 
not make him carnal merely because they were numerous. What Scripture condemns is 
trusting riches, loving money, defrauding others, neglecting God, and measuring life by 
accumulation. Possession is not the sin. Possession possessing you is the danger. 

Contentment therefore gives a man the freedom to improve without desperation. He can 
pursue legitimate gain without acting as though eternal destiny hangs on the quarterly 
report. He can work hard and sleep at night. He can make an offer and survive if it is 
rejected. He can build without boasting and lose without collapsing. That is a powerful 
freedom. The covetous man cannot enjoy the process because every result carries too 
much weight. Success becomes proof of worth; failure becomes personal annihilation. The 
contented man has already settled a deeper matter. His life is hid with Christ in God 
(Colossians 3:3). His identity was not issued by an employer, realtor, banker, or customer. 
Therefore he can handle material things as tools instead of sacraments. A hammer is 
useful, but only a fool asks it to tell him who he is. 

5. The Rich Fool Had More Than Enough and Still Wanted Bigger Barns 



In Luke 12, Christ told of a rich man whose ground “brought forth plentifully.” The man’s 
problem was not that his crops failed. His problem was that success exposed his heart. He 
said, “What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits?” (Luke 12:17). 
That is a remarkable crisis. His emergency was too much abundance. Yet instead of asking 
what God wanted done with the increase, he talked only to himself: “I will pull down my 
barns, and build greater.” Notice the repeated pronouns—my fruits, my barns, my goods, 
my soul. God had apparently been removed from the partnership after providing the dirt, 
rain, seed, strength, time, and life required to produce the harvest. Prosperity has a way of 
making some men forget who owns the farm. 

The fool then said to his soul, “Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take 
thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry” (Luke 12:19). There is the insanity of materialism in 
one verse. He tried to feed a soul with goods. The soul was not hungry for grain, but the man 
had no other currency. He had spent his life learning how to fill barns and never learned 
what fills a man. Then God said, “Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee.” 
The grain remained. The barns remained. The plans remained. The owner left. A man can 
spend forty years acquiring things he cannot keep and neglect the soul he cannot lose. The 
cemetery is filled with former owners. Death has never once asked the executor which 
model year the deceased preferred. 

Christ concluded, “So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God” 
(Luke 12:21). Again, the warning is not against responsible saving or ownership. The 
emphasis is “for himself” and “not rich toward God.” The man’s abundance had become a 
closed circuit terminating on himself. Biblical contentment breaks that circuit. It 
recognizes stewardship. “Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful” 
(1 Corinthians 4:2). A steward can enjoy what God places in his hand, but he remembers 
whose hand is above his. Wealth then becomes a tool for provision, generosity, ministry, 
hospitality, and useful labor instead of a scoreboard. The covetous man asks, “How much 
can I accumulate?” The steward asks, “What does God expect me to do with what He has 
entrusted to me?” Those questions build very different lives. 

6. Gratitude Stops Blessings From Becoming Invisible 

One of the ugliest tricks of discontent is its ability to make present blessings disappear. 
Nothing physically vanishes. The house is still standing, food remains on the table, family is 
still there, clothes still hang in the closet, and bills may still be getting paid. Yet the heart 
becomes blind because it is staring at what is absent. Israel performed this miracle 
repeatedly in the wilderness. God gave manna from heaven, and eventually the people 
complained about manna. Think about that. Bread descended from heaven, appeared on 
schedule, and sustained an entire nation, and fallen flesh managed to become bored with 



it. Numbers 11:6 records their complaint: “there is nothing at all, beside this manna, before 
our eyes.” “Nothing at all”—except the daily supernatural provision of Almighty God. 
Discontent is a gifted accountant when the assignment is to erase assets. 

Gratitude corrects the books. It does not pretend hardships are blessings or call every 
unpleasant circumstance enjoyable. It simply refuses to omit what God has actually done. 
“In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you” (1 
Thessalonians 5:18). The verse says “in every thing,” not that every individual event is 
pleasant. Gratitude means trouble does not get exclusive control of the microphone. The 
man who thanks God begins noticing things covetousness had edited out: daily bread, 
another morning, answered prayers forgotten because they became ordinary, people who 
love him, opportunities already open, possessions already serving their purpose, 
Scriptures in his hands, salvation secure in Christ. Familiar blessings are still blessings. The 
sun does not become less miraculous because it rose yesterday. 

This is why thanksgiving is deadly to covetousness. Covetousness says, “Look what is 
missing.” Thanksgiving says, “Look what was given.” Covetousness keeps an inventory of 
other people’s advantages. Thanksgiving keeps an inventory of grace. One produces 
agitation; the other restores proportion. Paul wrote, “But godliness with contentment is 
great gain” (1 Timothy 6:6). The world defines gain by addition: more money, more 
possessions, more influence. Scripture can produce gain by subtraction—remove 
covetousness, and suddenly what was already present becomes visible again. A man may 
increase his sense of wealth without adding one dollar simply by recovering gratitude. That 
will never impress Wall Street, but heaven has never needed financial advice from Wall 
Street. Some men need a larger income. Others need to notice the income, home, food, 
family, and mercy they already complained past this morning. 

7. God’s Presence Is the Answer Covetousness Cannot Understand 

Hebrews 13:5 does not end with an economic principle. It ends with a promise: “for he hath 
said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” That connection is deliberate. The cure for 
covetousness is not merely stronger budgeting, fewer shopping trips, or learning to 
appreciate older furniture. Those may help behavior, but Scripture goes to the root. The 
believer has God’s abiding presence. Under grace, the saved man is in Christ and sealed 
with the Holy Spirit “unto the day of redemption” (Ephesians 4:30). His security does not 
rise and fall with his possessions. That gives him a foundation beneath the material world. 
If everything earthly can change while Christ remains, then nothing earthly deserves to 
become the foundation of peace. You do not anchor a ship to a cloud. 



The next verse shows the result: “So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will 
not fear what man shall do unto me” (Hebrews 13:6). Contentment produces courage 
because the believer’s confidence has been transferred from circumstances to the Lord. A 
man dominated by gain can be controlled by whoever threatens his gain. If his entire 
identity depends on a salary, he can be manipulated by the salary. If it depends on social 
approval, he becomes servant to the crowd. If it depends on possessions, every economic 
tremor becomes an earthquake of the soul. But when “The Lord is my helper” becomes 
more than a verse on a plaque, earthly threats shrink to their proper dimensions. They may 
still hurt. They simply stop being ultimate. 

This is the wealth the world cannot manufacture because it would put half its machinery 
out of business. A man who knows Christ is enough cannot be endlessly frightened into 
purchases, shamed into status competitions, or convinced that the newest object holds 
the secret to his existence. He may still buy it. He may even enjoy it immensely. But he will 
not kneel to it. That is biblical liberty. Paul wrote, “Charge them that are rich in this world, 
that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God” (1 Timothy 
6:17). Riches are uncertain. God is living. One can disappear before breakfast. The Other 
was there before the world began. The choice of where to place confidence should not 
require a committee meeting. 

Conclusion 

When what you have never feels like enough, the first question is not how to obtain more. 
The first question is why “more” has been assigned the job of producing contentment. 
There may be legitimate needs. There may be wise purchases to make, debts to pay, repairs 
to complete, investments to build, opportunities to pursue, and responsibilities that 
require greater income. Scripture does not turn financial wisdom into a sin. But it does 
expose the heart that continually says, “After this next thing, then I will rest.” That promise 
has bankrupted more peace than any recession. Enough never arrives for a heart that has 
decided enough is always one transaction in the future. The finish line moves because the 
flesh is carrying it. 

The Christian must learn to possess possessions without being possessed by them. Buy 
what is useful. Improve what should be improved. Save wisely. Give generously. Work 
diligently. Enjoy lawful blessings without apology. But do not ask merchandise to do what 
only God can do. Your house cannot make you significant. Your vehicle cannot make you 
secure. Your income cannot keep death outside the gate. Your possessions cannot forgive 
sin, resurrect the body, secure eternity, or remain beside you at the judgment seat of Christ. 
They are tools for a temporary journey, not titles to the kingdom. A traveler who becomes 
obsessed with decorating the hotel room has forgotten checkout is coming. 



Hebrews gives the final word: “be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I 
will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” There is the treasure underneath the entire 
doctrine. Contentment is not saying, “I need nothing.” It is saying, “Nothing I lack is allowed 
to replace the One I have.” The world will continue offering a newer model, larger package, 
brighter screen, finer address, higher number, and improved version. Enjoy what is lawful, 
reject what is foolish, and remember that none of it comes with the promise Christ already 
gave. Every possession eventually leaves you or you leave it. Christ does neither. When that 
truth gets down into the heart, “more” loses its halo, “enough” stops running away, and a 
believer can finally look at what God has placed in his hands without despising it because 
somebody somewhere has more. 

 

 

3 of 10 — Contentment — The Poison of Comparing Your Life With Somebody Else’s 

“For we dare not make ourselves of the number, or compare ourselves with some that 
commend themselves: but they measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing 
themselves among themselves, are not wise.” (2 Corinthians 10:12) 

There are people who were perfectly satisfied with their lives until they looked across the 
fence. The house was fine until somebody built a larger one. The car ran well until a 
neighbor drove home in something newer. The ministry seemed fruitful until another 
preacher drew a larger crowd. The marriage appeared blessed until somebody posted an 
anniversary photograph from a resort. The children were doing well until another family 
announced scholarships, awards, promotions, engagements, or achievements. Nothing 
actually changed in the first person’s life. The roof was still overhead, the food was still on 
the table, the family was still there, and God had not withdrawn one blessing. Yet 
comparison walked into the room, turned the lights off, and convinced the heart that what 
had been sufficient five minutes earlier was suddenly inadequate. That is the poison of 
comparison. It can turn abundance into poverty without removing a single possession. 

Paul puts the matter plainly in 2 Corinthians 10:12. He was dealing with men who 
commended themselves, measured themselves by one another, and established human 
standards by which they could appear impressive. Paul refused the game. “They measuring 
themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise.” 
That is the Holy Ghost’s verdict: not wise. Comparison is foolish because the measuring 
stick is crooked before the measuring begins. One man has one calling, another man 
another calling; one has particular gifts, another different gifts; one carries burdens hidden 
from public view, another bears an entirely different load. Yet fallen flesh lines them up like 



two automobiles on a showroom floor and begins comparing features. God never told the 
hand to resent the eye, the foot to compete with the ear, or one servant to demand another 
servant’s assignment. Comparison manufactures a competition God never scheduled. 

Contentment begins when a Christian stops requiring God to write everybody’s story with 
the same pen. God does not owe you another man’s marriage, income, health, ministry, 
house, personality, opportunities, children, influence, appearance, or timetable. He has 
not promised equal circumstances. He has promised sufficient grace. The believer’s task is 
faithfulness, not imitation. “Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found 
faithful” (1 Corinthians 4:2). A steward answers for what was put into his hand, not for what 
was put into somebody else’s. At the Judgment Seat of Christ, no believer will improve his 
account by saying, “But Lord, he had more opportunities than I did.” The question will not 
be whether you lived somebody else’s life successfully. The question will be what you did 
with the life, truth, gifts, time, opportunities, and responsibilities God actually gave you. 
Heaven does not grade on comparison. 

1. Comparison Uses the Wrong Measuring Stick 

Paul’s language is almost comical if the sin were not so destructive: “measuring 
themselves by themselves.” Imagine a group of men manufacturing their own ruler, 
deciding how long an inch ought to be, measuring one another with it, and then awarding 
themselves trophies for accuracy. That is human comparison. The standard is already 
corrupted because the people being measured are also controlling the measurement. One 
preacher decides success means attendance because his attendance is large. Another 
decides it means publications because he writes books. Another chooses education 
because his wall is covered with diplomas. Another chooses poverty because he has little 
and would like poverty to become proof of spirituality. Give fallen flesh ten minutes and it 
can design a measuring system in which it finishes first. Paul says the entire operation is 
“not wise.” 

The Christian’s standard is not another Christian. The standard is the word of God. Paul 
said, “But he that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord” (2 Corinthians 10:17). Scripture asks 
whether a man is faithful, holy, truthful, charitable, diligent, doctrinally sound, obedient, 
and walking worthy of his calling. Those matters can be examined without knowing what 
the fellow down the road owns. A man can obey God in a small house and disobey Him in a 
mansion. He can be faithful in a church of fifty and unfaithful in a church of five thousand. 
He can raise godly children without their collecting a shelf of trophies, and he can hang 
every trophy in the county on a wall while losing the home spiritually. God’s scales weigh 
things differently from ours. Heaven is not impressed by numbers merely because earth 
needs a calculator to count them. 



Comparison also fails because visible equality is impossible. The body of Christ itself 
demonstrates variety. “For the body is not one member, but many” (1 Corinthians 12:14). 
The eye is not defective because it cannot hear. The ear is not behind because it cannot 
walk. The hand does not require therapy because it cannot see. It simply performs the 
function appointed to it. Yet Christians can spend years mourning abilities God never 
intended them to possess. One wants another man’s voice, personality, opportunities, 
finances, family background, platform, education, or gifts. That is like a hand spending forty 
years depressed because it never became an eyeball. God did not make a mistake in the 
assignment. Contentment is not believing every believer has identical ability. It is believing 
God can be glorified through faithful use of whatever ability He supplied. 

2. You Are Comparing Your Whole Life With Somebody Else’s Highlight Reel 

Comparison usually depends on incomplete information. You see the photograph, not the 
argument that happened before it. You see the house, not the payment. You see the 
successful business, not the nights spent wondering whether payroll could be met. You see 
the healthy-looking family, not the private medical concern. You see the smiling couple, not 
the years in which they had to forgive one another. You see the preacher behind the pulpit, 
not the criticism waiting in his inbox. You see the harvest and never saw the farmer 
standing in mud, planting seed while everybody else was indoors. Then comparison takes 
one polished frame from somebody else’s life and sets it beside your entire unedited 
existence. That is not measurement. That is fraud with a ruler. 

Scripture repeatedly reminds us that appearances can deceive. Samuel looked at Eliab and 
thought surely the Lord’s anointed stood before him, but God answered, “Look not on his 
countenance, or on the height of his stature” because “man looketh on the outward 
appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7). Samuel was a prophet, 
and even he could be impressed by packaging. We should not imagine ourselves immune. 
The world has perfected packaging. A person can now display carefully selected moments 
of his life to hundreds or thousands of people while leaving every private battle outside the 
frame. That is his right, but it becomes your folly when you assume the photograph is the 
whole biography. Nobody puts the unpaid bill, unanswered prayer, family disagreement, 
discouraging medical report, or sleepless night in the Christmas card. 

This does not mean every prosperous-looking person is secretly miserable. That idea is 
merely envy wearing a detective badge. Some people really do have excellent marriages, 
prosperous businesses, healthy families, fruitful ministries, pleasant homes, and abundant 
opportunities. Praise God for them. Contentment does not require discovering hidden 
misery in successful people before you can tolerate their blessings. It simply refuses to use 
another person’s blessings as evidence that God has neglected you. “Rejoice with them 



that do rejoice” (Romans 12:15) is impossible for a heart determined to compete. The 
jealous man has to explain away another person’s blessing because he thinks somebody 
else’s increase somehow subtracts from his own portion. But God is not dividing one pie 
among billions of people. He does not become poorer by blessing your neighbor. 

3. Comparison Turns Blessings Into Burdens 

One of comparison’s ugliest tricks is its power to corrupt gratitude. A man prays for years to 
own a home. God provides one. He thanks God, works on it, enjoys it, and makes memories 
there. Then he visits a larger home. Suddenly cabinets that function perfectly look ancient, 
rooms feel cramped, countertops become offensive, and the blessing that once produced 
tears of gratitude has somehow become a symbol of deprivation. God did not alter the 
house overnight. Comparison altered the eyes looking at it. The same thing happens with 
income, vehicles, clothing, ministries, vacations, education, and nearly everything else. 
Comparison can depreciate a blessing faster than any accountant. It does not need to take 
anything away. It merely persuades you to despise what remains. 

Israel demonstrated the same sickness in another form. God brought them out of Egypt 
with signs and wonders, opened the Red Sea, destroyed Pharaoh’s army, led them by cloud 
and fire, and supplied manna. Before long they were remembering Egypt’s food while 
conveniently forgetting Egypt’s whips. “We remember the fish, which we did eat in Egypt 
freely” (Numbers 11:5). Freely? They were slaves. Sin has an astonishing ability to edit old 
photographs. Comparison does something similar. It magnifies what somebody else 
possesses while minimizing what you possess. The neighbor’s grass looks greener partly 
because you are staring at his lawn instead of watering yours. Covetousness owns 
binoculars but apparently cannot afford a mirror. 

Gratitude restores proportion. “In every thing give thanks” (1 Thessalonians 5:18). 
Thanksgiving makes a believer examine what God has actually done instead of 
constructing an imaginary life out of other people’s advantages. The spouse you complain 
about may be the answer to prayers you once prayed. The children who exhaust you may be 
gifts another couple longs to hold. The job you resent may be paying bills you once worried 
about paying. The church responsibility that burdens you may be the opportunity you once 
asked God to open. Familiarity can make miracles look ordinary. Comparison makes them 
look inferior. Gratitude says, “Before I decide God has shortchanged me, perhaps I should 
count what His hand has already placed on the table.” A man who counts another person’s 
blessings all day will eventually lose track of his own. 

4. Comparison Produces Envy, and Envy Never Stops With Looking 



The Bible does not treat envy as a harmless emotion. Proverbs says, “Wrath is cruel, and 
anger is outrageous; but who is able to stand before envy?” (Proverbs 27:4). Envy is anger 
that discovered another man has something it wants. Cain saw Abel accepted and killed 
him. Joseph’s brethren saw their father’s favor toward Joseph and hated him. Saul heard 
women sing, “Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands,” and from that 
day forward watched David with a jealous eye (1 Samuel 18:7-9). The pattern is ancient. 
Comparison looks, envy burns, and eventually character begins rotting. Nobody becomes 
more godly by keeping score of another person’s blessings. 

Saul is especially instructive because he already possessed what most men in Israel did 
not. He was king. He had authority, honor, position, servants, military command, and 
public recognition. But David received one song with a larger number attached to his name, 
and suddenly Saul’s kingdom was not enough. Comparison made a king feel poor because 
somebody else received applause. That is the madness of envy. It can place a crown on 
your head and still convince you that you have nothing because another man received a 
compliment. Saul eventually spent more energy chasing David than ruling Israel. Envy 
always sends a bill. It consumes time that should have been used fulfilling your own 
calling. A man watching another runner cannot run his own race properly. 

Envy also corrupts fellowship. Instead of rejoicing when God blesses another believer, the 
envious heart begins looking for explanations that reduce the blessing. “Well, he had 
advantages.” “She probably had help.” “That ministry is shallow.” “Their marriage cannot 
really be that good.” “He only succeeded because somebody opened a door.” Maybe. 
Maybe not. But the desperate need to diminish somebody else reveals the disease. 
Romans 12:15 says, “Rejoice with them that do rejoice.” That command puts envy on the 
execution block. A contented believer can applaud another man’s success without feeling 
personally demoted. He understands that another person’s blessing is not a theft from his 
account. When somebody else receives an answer to prayer, heaven has not announced 
that God ran out before reaching your name. 

5. God Gives Different Servants Different Assignments 

Christ dealt directly with comparison after His resurrection. In John 21, Peter was told 
something about his own future, then turned and saw John. Peter asked, “Lord, and what 
shall this man do?” Christ answered, “If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? 
follow thou me” (John 21:21-22). That answer deserves to be framed over the door of every 
comparison factory in the human heart. “What is that to thee? follow thou me.” Peter 
wanted information about another servant’s path. Christ redirected him to his own 
responsibility. The Lord did not explain John’s entire future to satisfy Peter’s curiosity. He 
essentially said, “His assignment is My business. Yours is to follow Me.” 



That principle reaches into every area of Christian life. God may give one man a public 
ministry and another a hidden one. One family may have several children and another 
none. One believer may enjoy health into old age while another carries physical weakness 
for decades. One business may grow rapidly while another develops slowly. One preacher 
may speak to thousands while another faithfully teaches thirty people every Sunday for 
forty years. Numbers alone cannot reveal obedience. Noah preached righteousness in a 
generation that did not flood into revival meetings. Jeremiah faithfully delivered the word of 
God and was not rewarded with popularity. If modern success formulas had evaluated 
those men, somebody would have recommended a new branding strategy. 

The parable of the talents reinforces the same truth. One servant received five talents, 
another two, another one, “to every man according to his several ability” (Matthew 25:15). 
The distribution was intentionally unequal. The master did not make a mathematical 
mistake. When reckoning came, the servant with two was not condemned because he 
failed to produce five. He was judged according to what had been entrusted to him. That 
destroys much unnecessary comparison. God does not require you to answer for another 
person’s starting point, resources, opportunities, or abilities. He requires faithfulness with 
yours. The believer wasting his one talent while studying another man’s five has doubled 
his foolishness: he covets what was not entrusted to him and neglects what was. 

6. Comparison Makes You Question the Wisdom of God 

At its deepest level, comparison is not merely dissatisfaction with yourself. It can become 
dissatisfaction with God’s government. If another person’s circumstances continually 
make you resent your own, the unspoken accusation is that God distributed things poorly. 
He gave the wrong person the looks, opportunity, talent, money, marriage, influence, 
family, or position. The creature reviews Providence and files a complaint. Romans 9 asks, 
“Shall the thing formed say to him that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus?” (Romans 
9:20). The doctrinal context concerns God’s dealings with Israel and His sovereign purpose, 
but the rebuke to creaturely arrogance is unmistakable. Clay is not qualified to audit the 
Potter. 

That does not mean a Christian must never seek change. Hannah prayed for a child. Jabez 
prayed for enlargement. Paul desired open doors for ministry. There is no sin in bringing 
lawful desires before God. The sin begins when the absence of an answer becomes 
evidence in a case against Him. A believer may say, “Lord, I would like this,” while still 
saying, “Nevertheless, Thy wisdom is better than mine.” Contentment is not 
desirelessness. It is surrendered desire. Comparison makes surrender difficult because 
another person appears to possess proof that your request was reasonable. “God gave it to 



him, so why not me?” Because God is dealing with him as him and you as you. Providence 
is not an assembly line. 

The believer must remember how little he actually knows about the life he envies. You may 
be asking God for another person’s visible blessing without knowing the invisible burden 
attached to it. You want his platform but not his attacks, her family but not her 
responsibilities, his income but not his hours, her influence but not her scrutiny, his 
ministry but not his warfare. We are excellent at requesting packages after reading only the 
front label. God sees what is inside the box. A child may cry because his father refuses to 
hand him something dangerous; the father’s refusal looks cruel only because the child 
lacks the father’s knowledge. Contentment rests where complete information resides—
with God. 

7. Faithfulness Is the Cure for a Wandering Eye 

The quickest way to waste your calling is to spend it monitoring somebody else’s. Hebrews 
tells believers to “run with patience the race that is set before us, Looking unto Jesus” 
(Hebrews 12:1-2). Notice both expressions. There is a race “set before us,” and there is a 
Person to whom we are to look. The passage does not say to run somebody else’s race 
while checking his lane every fifty yards. A runner staring sideways eventually loses stride. 
Many Christians are spiritually exhausted not because their assignment is impossible but 
because they are trying to run theirs while mentally participating in everybody else’s. 
Comparison multiplies imaginary responsibilities. Faithfulness narrows the field back to 
what God actually put before you. 

Paul could say near the end of his life, “I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, 
I have kept the faith” (2 Timothy 4:7). He did not say, “I finished Peter’s course,” or “I 
accumulated more visible results than Apollos.” He finished “my course.” That phrase 
contains tremendous liberty. There is a course appointed to each believer, and finishing it 
matters more than resembling another runner. Some courses climb steep hills. Others 
cross long flat stretches. Some include public victories; others contain years of quiet 
obedience nobody notices. The Judge notices. The applause of earth is a poor substitute 
for the approval of Christ. Crowds have cheered fools and crucified the Son of God. 
Popularity has never been an infallible measuring device. 

Faithfulness also restores peace because it gives the believer something constructive to do 
with the energy comparison wastes. Instead of asking why somebody else’s marriage 
appears better, invest in yours. Instead of resenting another ministry’s reach, preach the 
truth where God placed you. Instead of envying another person’s finances, steward your 
own honestly. Instead of staring at somebody else’s children, train yours. Instead of wishing 



for another body, care for the one you have. Comparison stands at the window counting 
another man’s harvest. Faithfulness walks into its own field and starts working. The former 
produces envy; the latter may eventually produce fruit. A man cannot cultivate his garden 
while spending all day leaning over the fence. 

Conclusion 

Comparison is poisonous because it corrupts perception before it ever changes 
circumstances. It can take a blessed man and make him feel cheated, take a useful servant 
and make him feel insignificant, take a healthy marriage and make it look disappointing, 
take a fruitful ministry and make it look small. Nothing must actually be removed. 
Comparison only has to whisper, “Look what they have.” From that point, gratitude begins 
leaking out of the heart. Paul therefore calls comparing ourselves among ourselves “not 
wise.” The cure is not pretending differences do not exist. The cure is understanding that 
differences are not automatically injustices. God has never promised identical 
assignments, identical gifts, identical opportunities, or identical earthly results. 

You do not know another person’s whole story, and you were never commanded to live it 
anyway. You see chapters God did not ask you to copy. You see harvests from fields you did 
not plant. You see doors opened for responsibilities you may not have been called to carry. 
Thank God when He blesses another believer. Rejoice without turning the blessing into an 
accusation against heaven. Then return to your own assignment. There is enough work 
inside the will of God for your life without climbing into somebody else’s lane. Peter asked, 
“What shall this man do?” Christ answered, “what is that to thee? follow thou me.” Two 
thousand years have not improved upon that answer. 

Contentment begins when the believer can look at his life without requiring it to resemble 
another person’s before he calls God good. Your house does not have to match theirs. Your 
income does not have to match theirs. Your children do not have to duplicate theirs. Your 
ministry does not have to reach their numbers. Your appearance, career, opportunities, 
health, and timetable do not have to fit somebody else’s pattern. What matters is whether 
you are faithful with what God placed before you. At the end of the road, you will not stand 
before Christ holding your neighbor’s report card. You will answer for your stewardship. So 
stop measuring your page against somebody else’s chapter. Read the lines God put in front 
of you, obey what He wrote there, and leave the other pages in the Author’s hands. 

 

 

4 of 10 — Contentment — Content in Poverty and Careful in Prosperity 



“I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I 
am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.” 
(Philippians 4:12) 

Paul knew two classrooms that most Christians would rather attend only one at a time: the 
school of need and the school of abundance. He had been hungry, and he had been full. He 
had been abased, and he had abounded. He had received gifts, and he had gone without 
them. Yet in Philippians 4:12 he does not say that one condition was spiritual and the other 
carnal. He says, “I know both.” That is the mark of a man whose relationship with God is not 
chained to the contents of his cupboard. Poverty did not make him accuse God, and 
prosperity did not make him forget God. He could sit at a thin table without bitterness and 
at a loaded table without pride. That is biblical contentment. It is not a bank balance, tax 
bracket, or lifestyle. It is the ability to keep Christ in His rightful place whether the wallet is 
light or heavy. 

Most teaching on contentment concentrates on surviving scarcity, and certainly poverty 
can test a believer severely. Bills come due whether faith feels strong or weak. Children still 
need food. Vehicles still break. Medical expenses do not ask whether the checking account 
is prepared. Scripture does not romanticize need. Paul called it exactly what it was: “to 
suffer need.” But abundance is also a test, and in many cases it is the more dangerous one 
because prosperity can hide spiritual decay under comfortable furniture. Poverty makes a 
man aware that he needs help; prosperity can persuade him that he has become the help. 
An empty cupboard sends many people to prayer. A full cupboard sometimes sends prayer 
into retirement. The Christian must therefore learn both lessons. It takes grace to trust God 
when you have little, and it takes just as much grace to remember Him when you have 
plenty. 

The Bible never teaches that money is evil. It says, “the love of money is the root of all evil” 
(1 Timothy 6:10). There is a difference between carrying money in your pocket and carrying 
it on the throne of your heart. Neither does Scripture teach that poverty is automatically 
evidence of superior spirituality. A broke fool is still a fool, and a wealthy believer can still 
be faithful. Abraham had great substance. Job was wealthy before and after his trial. Lydia 
was a seller of purple who opened her house to the servants of God. The issue is not merely 
possession but allegiance. Money is a tool, and tools are useful until they start giving 
orders. The Christian should be able to lose without cursing God and gain without replacing 
God. That is harder than it sounds because the flesh can complain in an empty room and 
boast in a furnished one. 

1. Paul Learned Both Sides of the Lesson 



Philippians 4:12 contains a balance modern preaching often loses. Paul says, “I know both 
how to be abased, and I know how to abound.” He did not learn only endurance under 
hardship. He also learned restraint under blessing. The context is Church Age doctrine 
written to believers in Christ, and Paul is speaking about practical Christian living, not 
promising Israel’s earthly covenant blessings to the Church. His sufficiency rested in 
Christ, not in a guarantee of uninterrupted material prosperity. That is why the next verse 
makes sense: “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me” (Philippians 
4:13). The “all things” include both hunger and fullness. Christ strengthened Paul to endure 
deprivation and to survive abundance without becoming spiritually drunk on it. Plenty can 
intoxicate a man almost as thoroughly as wine if he begins believing the pantry proves he 
no longer needs the Provider. 

Paul’s experience proves that material circumstances are not reliable measures of divine 
favor. One week he could receive support from loving believers; another season he might 
labor with his own hands. He knew prisons, beatings, dangers, hunger, weariness, and 
cold. Yet the absence of comfort did not mean the absence of God. That truth must be 
settled before hardship comes. If a believer assumes obedience always produces 
immediate material ease, the first financial storm will wreck his theology. The prosperity 
preacher tells him that sufficient faith should produce sufficient funds, while Paul stands in 
chains and ruins the sermon. Evidently the apostle missed the memo that real faith always 
comes with leather seats and climate control. Biblical faith is proven not when everything 
works, but when God remains worthy while several things do not. 

The other side is equally important. Paul knew “how to abound.” Abundance requires 
instruction because plenty introduces temptations scarcity cannot afford. A poor man may 
dream of luxury; a rich man can purchase it before lunch. Increased resources increase 
options, and increased options increase the need for wisdom. Prosperity can magnify 
generosity, or it can magnify vanity. It can free a believer to support ministry, help others, 
provide for family, and accomplish useful work, or it can finance a private kingdom with the 
owner’s name engraved on every gate. Money does not create character so much as 
expose and enlarge what is already there. Give a generous man more, and he can become 
more generous. Give a covetous man more, and his appetite simply gets a larger plate. 

2. Poverty Tests Whether You Believe God Is Still Good 

Need has a way of asking hard questions. It is easy to sing about God’s provision when the 
bills are paid early. It is another matter when the numbers do not add up, the job 
disappears, the repair cannot wait, or the grocery budget has already been stretched until it 
looks transparent. Paul knew what it was “to suffer need.” Scripture never tells us to 
rename that condition abundance. Biblical faith does not require fraudulent bookkeeping. 



Need is need. Hunger is hunger. A thin account does not become fat because somebody 
quotes a cheerful verse over it. But the Christian can acknowledge the need without 
making need his god. He can pray, labor, seek help, make wise adjustments, and still refuse 
the conclusion that God’s character has changed because his circumstances have. 

Poverty can tempt a man toward bitterness. He sees others spending freely while he 
calculates every purchase. He watches people complain about inconveniences he would 
gladly trade for his own burdens. Then the devil begins preaching a sermon: “If God cared 
for you, surely you would have more.” That sermon is old, and the text is always taken out of 
context. Satan tried a similar method with Christ: “If thou be the Son of God, command 
that these stones be made bread” (Matthew 4:3). The insinuation was that sonship should 
be proved by immediate provision. Christ answered with Scripture. A believer must do the 
same. God’s love was demonstrated at Calvary, not at the supermarket checkout. “He that 
spared not his own Son” (Romans 8:32) has already settled the question of divine goodwill. 

Need also exposes what the heart was trusting before the trouble came. A man may say, 
“The Lord is my provider,” while secretly placing most of his confidence in salary, savings, 
insurance, credit, investments, or employment. Those things can be wise and useful, but 
none deserves the title “Lord.” When one disappears, panic reveals how much weight it 
was carrying. This is not an argument against preparation. Joseph stored grain in Egypt. 
Proverbs commends foresight. The issue is the difference between using means and 
trusting means. A lifeboat is valuable, but only a fool worships the boat builder while 
ignoring the God who rules the sea. Poverty can painfully strip away false securities, but if it 
drives a believer back to the living God, the lesson may be expensive without being wasted. 

3. Poverty Is Not Automatically Spiritual 

There is a peculiar religious error that treats poverty as though it carries a halo. Scripture 
does not. Lazarus was poor, but poverty was not what saved him. Abraham was rich, and 
riches did not damn him. Salvation in the Church Age is by grace through faith, not by 
having either a thin wallet or a thick one. Paul never taught that Christians become more 
holy by becoming financially incompetent. In fact, he commanded believers to work, 
provide, give, and conduct their affairs responsibly. “If any would not work, neither should 
he eat” (2 Thessalonians 3:10) will ruin a great many sermons about laziness disguised as 
spirituality. There is nothing sanctified about refusing honest labor and then calling the 
resulting shortage a trial from God. Sometimes the wolf at the door got invited by 
foolishness. 

The Bible commends diligence repeatedly. Proverbs says, “The hand of the diligent maketh 
rich” (Proverbs 10:4), while warning that sloth brings poverty. These are general wisdom 



principles, not guarantees that every hardworking believer will become wealthy, but they 
establish that Scripture has no quarrel with productive labor and wise increase. A Christian 
should seek to handle money honestly, avoid needless debt, provide for his household, 
save prudently, give generously, and work faithfully. Contentment does not mean refusing 
improvement. It means refusing to make improvement the price of peace. The man who is 
content today can still build for tomorrow. He simply does not curse today while building it. 
There is a great difference between climbing a ladder and worshipping the next rung. 

Nor should hardship become an excuse for envy. A man in genuine need can begin looking 
at prosperous believers with suspicion, as though every large house must contain a 
backslider and every good salary must have been acquired by compromise. That is merely 
covetousness wearing work clothes. Scripture condemns dishonest gain, oppression, 
pride, and trust in riches, but it does not permit us to invent sin whenever another person 
has more. “Rejoice with them that do rejoice” (Romans 12:15) still applies when their 
rejoicing occurs in a house larger than yours. The poor believer needs grace not only to 
endure his lack but also to resist judging somebody else’s abundance. Bitterness is not 
sanctified simply because it cannot afford nicer furniture. 

4. Prosperity Tests Whether You Will Remember God 

Moses warned Israel before they entered the land of promise, “Beware that thou forget not 
the LORD thy God” (Deuteronomy 8:11). The historical and doctrinal setting concerns Israel 
under the law entering the land God covenanted to give them, not the Church receiving 
national promises of material abundance. Yet the spiritual danger exposed there is 
universal: fullness can produce forgetfulness. Moses described houses, herds, flocks, 
silver, gold, and multiplied possessions, then warned, “thine heart be lifted up, and thou 
forget the LORD thy God” (Deuteronomy 8:14). Poverty says, “Where will the next meal 
come from?” Prosperity eventually says, “Why should I ask? The pantry is full.” One drives a 
man toward dependence; the other tempts him toward self-sufficiency. 

That is why prosperity can be more spiritually dangerous than adversity. In trouble, a man 
knows he is weak. In prosperity, he can begin imagining strength originated in himself. 
Deuteronomy 8:17 gives the proud confession: “My power and the might of mine hand hath 
gotten me this wealth.” There it is—the anthem of the successful flesh. God provided life, 
health, ability, opportunity, time, rain, resources, intelligence, strength, relationships, open 
doors, and another heartbeat, but the creature straightens his tie and announces that he 
did it himself. Pride has always had remarkable bookkeeping. It records every human effort 
in bold print and enters divine providence in invisible ink. 



A prosperous Christian must therefore practice remembrance deliberately. He should 
remember where he came from, who gave the opportunities, who sustained his life, and 
how quickly earthly circumstances can change. James says, “For what is your life? It is even 
a vapour” (James 4:14). Wealth does not thicken the vapor. A billionaire and a laborer both 
live one heartbeat at a time. The rich man may own ten watches and still cannot purchase 
tomorrow afternoon. Remembrance keeps prosperity from becoming intoxication. It turns 
possessions back into stewardship. The man says, “God has entrusted this to me,” rather 
than, “Look what I have made myself.” That one change in pronouns can save a soul from 
years of arrogance. 

5. Riches Make Good Servants and Terrible Masters 

Paul gave Timothy explicit instructions concerning believers who were rich: “Charge them 
that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches” (1 
Timothy 6:17). Notice what he did not say. He did not tell Timothy to command every rich 
Christian to become poor. He told them not to become proud and not to trust their wealth. 
The problem is not the possession but the confidence placed in it. Riches are called 
“uncertain” because they have a habit of disappearing just when men begin treating them 
as permanent. Markets move, businesses fail, governments change, disasters happen, 
health collapses, and heirs spend what their fathers accumulated. Money makes an 
impressive promise right up until the day it cannot keep it. 

Riches are useful precisely because they are tools. Paul continues by telling the wealthy 
“That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to 
communicate” (1 Timothy 6:18). God does not condemn resources; He redirects them 
toward stewardship. Wealth can feed families, support missionaries, print truth, help 
widows, relieve burdens, build useful institutions, employ workers, and provide 
opportunities. But the moment wealth becomes identity, security, or lordship, the tool has 
climbed onto the workbench and begun giving orders. A hammer is useful in your hand. It 
becomes a problem when it starts telling you what house to build. 

Prosperity must therefore be handled carefully, not fearfully. A Christian does not need to 
apologize every time God enables him to prosper honestly. Nor should he strut as though 
money proved unusual divine approval. Some wicked men have been enormously wealthy, 
and some faithful believers have endured severe poverty. The bank statement is a poor 
theologian. It cannot tell you whether God approves of your doctrine, your marriage, your 
motives, or your walk. It can tell you what sits in an account. That is all. When a man allows 
money to explain his relationship with God, he has hired a calculator to do a Bible’s job. 

6. The Full Table Can Be More Dangerous Than the Empty One 



An empty table makes need obvious. A loaded table can hide it. When the meal is thin, the 
family may bow its head with unusual seriousness and ask God for provision. When the 
table overflows every day, grace can become a thirty-second formality between 
conversation and dinner. That is human nature. Repeated abundance becomes invisible. 
Manna fell from heaven until Israel called it “this light bread” (Numbers 21:5). Imagine 
becoming bored with miraculous food. Yet the flesh can turn yesterday’s miracle into 
today’s complaint merely by receiving it often enough. Prosperity is dangerous because 
familiarity makes gifts look ordinary, and ordinary gifts are easily credited to ourselves. 

The rich fool in Luke 12 demonstrates the danger. His ground “brought forth plentifully,” and 
he responded by planning larger barns. Again, the problem was not agriculture, storage, or 
business growth. The problem appears in the repeated language of self: “my fruits,” “my 
barns,” “my goods,” “my soul” (Luke 12:17-19). God supplied the soil, seed, weather, 
strength, and life, yet the man’s accounting system had only one shareholder. He told his 
soul to take its ease because he had “much goods laid up for many years.” God answered, 
“Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee” (Luke 12:20). The barns were full; 
the man was empty. 

Prosperity becomes safe only when the believer remembers that abundance is temporary 
stewardship. Job understood this when everything collapsed: “Naked came I out of my 
mother’s womb, and naked shall I return thither” (Job 1:21). Nobody arrives carrying 
property deeds, and nobody leaves with luggage. Between those two naked appointments, 
God allows us to handle various possessions for a little while. Some handle much, some 
little, but all handle it briefly. That perspective does not destroy enjoyment; it purifies it. You 
can enjoy the meal without pretending it will last forever. You can appreciate the house 
without asking it to become heaven. You can use wealth without needing wealth to tell you 
who you are. 

7. Christ Must Be Enough in Both Seasons 

The secret Paul learned was not poverty management or wealth management. It was 
Christ. “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me” (Philippians 4:13). In 
context, Christ gave him strength to be hungry without despairing and full without 
becoming arrogant. That is deeper than financial advice because it reaches the heart 
behind every circumstance. Paul did not need an ideal economic environment to remain 
faithful. The secret was not outside him in the marketplace. It was his relationship with the 
Lord. Christ was sufficient when the table was bare, and Christ remained sufficient when it 
was loaded. Anything less would make contentment dependent on furniture. 



The believer who settles that truth becomes difficult for circumstances to manipulate. 
Scarcity cannot easily blackmail him into dishonesty because money is not his god. 
Prosperity cannot easily seduce him into pride because money is not his god. He can take a 
lower seat without losing identity and a higher seat without gaining a swollen head. He 
understands that salvation, acceptance, spiritual position, and eternal destiny are in 
Christ. Nothing in his brokerage account can improve “accepted in the beloved” (Ephesians 
1:6), and nothing in an empty wallet can cancel it. The earthly account rises and falls; the 
heavenly standing stays fixed. 

That is why true contentment is powerful rather than passive. It frees a man to work without 
worshipping work, earn without worshipping earnings, give without fearing poverty, and 
receive without becoming proud. He can thank God when the answer is provision and still 
trust Him when the answer is endurance. He can sit in a modest room and not feel 
ashamed, then sit in a beautiful one and not feel superior. The world cannot understand 
that because it has only external measurements. It needs labels, numbers, neighborhoods, 
titles, and visible proofs. The Christian has something better. If Christ is enough, 
abundance becomes a blessing instead of a master and poverty becomes a trial instead of 
a verdict. 

Conclusion 

Paul’s testimony leaves no room for a Christianity that functions only under preferred 
circumstances. “I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound.” Both. The 
Christian life must work in both directions. If your faith survives only when money is 
plentiful, it is not mature faith. If your humility survives only while you possess little, it is not 
mature humility. God may test one believer by allowing scarcity and another by allowing 
increase. In either case, the question is whether the circumstance will take control of the 
heart. An empty cupboard can make a man bitter. A full cupboard can make him blind. Both 
need grace. 

Money is not the enemy, and poverty is not the saviour. Christ is the Saviour. Possessions 
are not proof of holiness, and deprivation is not proof of it either. The real issue is lordship. 
Can you praise God when you have less than you expected? Can you remember God when 
you have more than you imagined? Can you receive without pride, lose without rebellion, 
work without greed, save without trusting savings, and give without acting as though 
generosity will bankrupt heaven? That is where contentment becomes visible. The man 
who has learned it does not need to pretend circumstances are equal. He simply knows 
they are not sovereign. 



A Christian ought to be able to sit at an empty table without accusing God and at a loaded 
table without forgetting Him. If the meal is thin, bow your head and thank the One who still 
sits with you. If the table is full, bow lower, because abundance provides more reasons for 
gratitude and more opportunities for stewardship. Do not envy the man with more, and do 
not despise the man with less. Neither knows what tomorrow holds. Learn what Paul 
learned: to be abased without bitterness, to abound without pride, to be full without 
forgetfulness, and to suffer need without unbelief. When Christ is enough in both seasons, 
poverty loses its power to shame you and prosperity loses its power to own you. 

 

 

5 of 10 — Contentment — Contentment Is Not Laziness, Excuses, or Lack of Ambition 

“For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if any would not work, 
neither should he eat. For we hear that there are some which walk among you disorderly, 
working not at all, but are busybodies. Now them that are such we command and exhort by 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness they work, and eat their own bread.” (2 
Thessalonians 3:10-12) 

Biblical contentment has never meant sitting still while responsibilities rot around you. 
Paul, the same apostle who wrote, “I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to 
be content” (Philippians 4:11), also wrote, “if any would not work, neither should he eat.” 
Evidently contentment and work can live in the same house without fighting. The Bible has 
no doctrine teaching a man to neglect duty, refuse improvement, ignore opportunities, 
avoid hard work, and then baptize the resulting disorder with the phrase “I am just content.” 
That is not contentment. That is laziness trying to sneak into church wearing a Scripture 
verse for a necktie. Contentment governs the heart’s relationship to circumstances; it does 
not erase the commands of God concerning diligence, stewardship, labor, growth, 
responsibility, and faithfulness. A Christian can be perfectly content with what God has 
provided today while working very hard to build something better for tomorrow. 

The confusion comes because people imagine ambition and contentment are opposites. 
They are not. Covetous ambition and biblical contentment are opposites. Ungodly striving 
says, “I must have more because what God has given me is beneath me.” Godly ambition 
says, “God has given me abilities, time, opportunities, responsibilities, and truth, and I 
intend to use them rather than bury them.” One despises the present because it worships 
the future; the other appreciates the present while stewarding it toward greater usefulness. 
Paul was content, but nobody could accuse Paul of drifting through life in a rocking chair. 
He traveled, preached, taught, wrote, worked with his hands, endured persecution, planted 



churches, trained men, answered error, and pressed toward the mark. If contentment 
means lack of ambition, somebody forgot to tell the apostle who practically wore out a 
continent preaching the gospel. 

Neither does contentment remove dissatisfaction with things that ought to change. A man 
may be grateful for his job while seeking better employment. He may thank God for his 
present knowledge while pursuing education. He may love his family while strengthening 
his marriage and becoming a better father. He may appreciate the body God gave him while 
disciplining his eating, exercising, and correcting habits that have made him sluggish. He 
may be thankful for a small ministry while praying, planning, writing, preaching, and 
laboring for greater usefulness. There is no contradiction there. The contradiction appears 
when somebody knows what should be done, refuses to do it, and then calls inactivity 
spirituality. God did not give contentment as a padded chair in which disobedience could 
take a nap. Contentment is peace under God’s hand, not permission to ignore what His 
hand told you to do. 

1. God Never Designed Man for Idleness 

Work did not begin with the curse. Before Adam ever sinned, Genesis 2:15 says, “And the 
LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it.” 
Labor existed before thorns, sweat, and death entered the world. Sin made labor painful, 
frustrating, and difficult, but labor itself was part of God’s original arrangement. Adam was 
not placed in Eden to stare at the trees and congratulate himself for being content with the 
landscaping. He had responsibility. He was to dress the garden and keep it. From the 
beginning, God connected human life with stewardship. He gave man something to do. 
That fact alone destroys the notion that spiritual maturity consists of becoming 
increasingly inactive while calling every neglected responsibility “peace.” Heaven may 
provide rest, but it never canonized laziness. 

Proverbs is even less diplomatic. “Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways, and be 
wise” (Proverbs 6:6). God sends the lazy man to school under an insect. That is not exactly 
a flattering academic placement. The ant has no supervisor standing over it, yet it prepares, 
gathers, and works. Scripture then asks, “How long wilt thou sleep, O sluggard? when wilt 
thou arise out of thy sleep?” (Proverbs 6:9). The Bible does not diagnose the sluggard with a 
collection of sophisticated labels so he can avoid responsibility. It tells him to get up. There 
are times when compassion is necessary, burdens are real, bodies are weak, 
circumstances are difficult, and people legitimately need help. Scripture recognizes all of 
that. But Scripture also recognizes plain laziness, and unlike modern culture, it is not 
embarrassed to use the word. 



Idleness becomes especially dangerous because the human mind does not stay empty 
simply because the hands are idle. Paul told the Thessalonians that some were “working 
not at all, but are busybodies” (2 Thessalonians 3:11). Notice the trade: they stopped doing 
their own work and became interested in everybody else’s. That pattern has survived 
remarkably well. A man who will not repair his own fence often finds remarkable energy for 
inspecting his neighbor’s yard. The believer should be busy enough fulfilling God-given 
responsibilities that he does not need to manufacture an occupation out of other people’s 
affairs. Useful labor disciplines attention. Idleness leaves the door open for gossip, 
interference, foolish speculation, and unnecessary trouble. The hands may be folded, but 
the tongue somehow finds overtime. 

2. Paul Was Content, but Paul Was Never Complacent 

If anyone could have used hardship as an excuse to slow down, Paul had the paperwork. 
He had been beaten, imprisoned, stoned, shipwrecked, threatened, rejected, hungry, cold, 
weary, and opposed by enemies inside and outside religious circles. Yet he wrote, “I press 
toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:14). 
The same man who said, “I have learned…to be content” also said, “I press.” That is biblical 
balance in two words. Contentment governs his spirit; pressing governs his service. He is 
not discontented with Christ, but neither is he satisfied with wasting the remaining course. 
He can accept present circumstances without allowing present circumstances to paralyze 
future obedience. 

Paul also worked with his own hands when necessary. In Acts 20:34 he reminded the 
Ephesian elders, “Yea, ye yourselves know, that these hands have ministered unto my 
necessities, and to them that were with me.” The apostle did not consider ordinary labor 
beneath him. He could preach revelation from heaven and still use his hands to meet 
practical needs. That ought to cure the strange religious pride that wants a calling but 
dislikes work attached to it. Ministry itself is work. Study is work. Writing is work. Prayer 
requires discipline. Teaching requires preparation. Serving people consumes time. 
Faithfulness does not float down from heaven while a man lies on the sofa waiting to feel 
inspired. Even spiritual service has sweat in it. 

Paul’s example also exposes the idea that contentment means never wanting greater 
usefulness. He told Timothy, “Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to them; that 
thy profiting may appear to all” (1 Timothy 4:15). Profiting implies progress. Timothy was 
not told to remain exactly where he was in ability, knowledge, discipline, and usefulness 
and then congratulate himself for being content. He was to grow. There is a holy 
dissatisfaction with wasted potential that has nothing to do with covetousness. A preacher 
should want to teach more clearly. A worker should want to become more skillful. A parent 



should want to become wiser. A Christian should want to know Scripture better. 
Contentment says, “Christ is sufficient.” Complacency says, “I am sufficient as I am.” 
Those sentences do not belong in the same Bible. 

3. Ambition Becomes Sin Only When Ambition Becomes Master 

There is nothing inherently spiritual about having no goals. Some people have confused 
aimlessness with humility. Scripture does not. Paul wrote that if a man desired the office of 
a bishop, “he desireth a good work” (1 Timothy 3:1). Desire itself was not condemned. The 
question was whether the man met the qualifications and desired the right work for the 
right reasons. A young person may desire education. A husband may desire to improve his 
income. A business owner may desire expansion. A preacher may desire greater reach. A 
writer may desire to publish more. A family may desire a better home. None of those 
desires automatically constitutes covetousness. The heart must be examined, but 
ambition is not guilty merely because it owns a calendar and makes plans. 

The problem begins when ambition becomes identity. The man no longer says, “I would like 
to accomplish this.” He says, “Unless I accomplish this, I am nothing.” Now the goal has 
become an idol. When success determines peace, worth, and obedience, ambition has 
climbed out of the servant’s quarters and taken the throne. James warns against planning 
that forgets God: “Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow we will go into such a 
city…And make a gain” and then reminds them, “ye know not what shall be on the morrow” 
(James 4:13-14). Planning is not condemned; arrogant planning is. The Christian may write 
the schedule, draw the blueprint, and pursue the goal while still saying, “If the Lord will, we 
shall live, and do this, or that” (James 4:15). 

Godly ambition therefore kneels before it runs. It asks whether the goal is lawful, whether 
the method is honest, whether the motive is right, and whether achieving it would require 
disobedience somewhere else. A man can build a successful business while destroying his 
family and then discover he constructed the wrong monument. He can gain a large ministry 
while losing personal holiness. He can obtain a degree and become educated beyond his 
obedience. Achievement is not automatically stewardship. The tower of Babel was an 
impressive construction project, but God was not handing out architectural awards that 
afternoon. Success does not sanctify rebellion. Contentment allows ambition to remain 
useful because it keeps the goal from becoming a god. 

4. Responsibility Is Not the Enemy of Peace 

Some things in life are not optional aspirations; they are duties. Paul says, “But if any 
provide not for his own, and specially for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith” 
(1 Timothy 5:8). That is strong language. Provision requires labor, planning, discipline, and 



often sacrifice. A man cannot spend recklessly, refuse steady work, neglect preparation, 
and then expect his family to admire his contentment. There is nothing peaceful about 
irresponsibility when somebody else is paying the bill for it. Biblical contentment never 
excuses a man from responsibilities God plainly assigned him. Peace with God does not 
mean peace with disorder. Sometimes the most spiritual thing a man can do on Monday 
morning is show up, work hard, keep his word, and pay what he owes. 

Responsibility also reaches beyond money. Marriage requires deliberate labor. Children 
require training. A house requires upkeep. A ministry requires preparation. The body 
requires reasonable care. Knowledge requires study. Character requires discipline. Nobody 
drifts into excellence. A neglected marriage does not improve because both parties own 
Bibles. Children do not train themselves because their parents attend church. A ministry 
does not become sound because its leader enjoys good intentions. Grass grows without 
permission; gardens do not. Whatever is valuable usually requires attention. The person 
who says, “If God wants it better, He will make it better,” while refusing obvious 
responsibility has confused providence with presumption. God gives seed and rain, but He 
still expects somebody to plow. 

There are also habits a Christian ought to change rather than accept. If a man wastes hours 
every day, spends money foolishly, neglects Scripture, overeats habitually, refuses exercise 
he is able to perform, avoids difficult conversations, procrastinates constantly, or 
repeatedly fails to keep commitments, he should not make contentment an umbrella over 
the whole mess. Some circumstances must be endured; some must be corrected. Wisdom 
knows the difference. Paul said, “See then that ye walk circumspectly…Redeeming the 
time, because the days are evil” (Ephesians 5:15-16). Time is not renewable property. Every 
morning arrives with twenty-four hours and leaves without offering refunds. A man who 
wastes years and calls it contentment has not found peace; he has misplaced 
stewardship. 

5. Excuses Often Sound Spiritual After They Have Been Rehearsed Long Enough 

The flesh is remarkably skilled at writing theology for its own convenience. “I am waiting on 
God” can sometimes mean, “I do not want to move.” “I have peace about it” can mean, 
“This option requires less effort.” “The Lord has not opened the door” can occasionally 
mean, “I never knocked.” “I am content where I am” may mean, “Growth would require 
discipline I do not intend to exercise.” Spiritual vocabulary does not automatically make a 
motive spiritual. Saul said he had obeyed the Lord while forbidden livestock was making 
noise behind him (1 Samuel 15:13-14). Samuel did not need advanced discernment once 
the sheep started testifying. Sometimes excuses bleat. 



Proverbs describes the slothful man manufacturing danger to justify inactivity: “The 
slothful man saith, There is a lion without, I shall be slain in the streets” (Proverbs 22:13). 
Apparently the man could not go to work because metropolitan lions had become a serious 
commuting problem. The humor is deliberate. Laziness invents extraordinary explanations 
for ordinary neglect. The opportunity is too risky, the timing is never right, the 
circumstances are not ideal, somebody might criticize, failure is possible, success might 
create more responsibility, and perhaps next year would be better. Meanwhile the clock 
keeps moving. Caution can be wise. Fear can disguise itself as caution. Laziness can 
disguise itself as waiting. The Bible cuts through the costume and asks what obedience 
requires now. 

That does not mean every delayed action is laziness or every closed door should be kicked 
down. Scripture contains waiting, patience, prayer, counsel, and seasons when God plainly 
restrains movement. Paul was forbidden by the Holy Ghost to preach in certain places at 
certain times (Acts 16:6-7). The issue is honesty before God. Is the believer genuinely 
waiting because Scripture, wisdom, circumstance, and prayer indicate waiting, or is he 
hiding behind religious language because obedience is inconvenient? The heart can fool 
other people; it cannot fool God. “All things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him 
with whom we have to do” (Hebrews 4:13). God knows the difference between patience 
and procrastination even when we have given both the same name. 

6. Improvement Is Good When Improvement Stays Under God 

There is nothing wrong with learning more. Proverbs repeatedly exalts wisdom, knowledge, 
understanding, and instruction. “A wise man will hear, and will increase learning” (Proverbs 
1:5). Increase learning. Those are not the words of a God committed to keeping His people 
mentally stagnant. A believer can pursue education, read serious books, learn a trade, 
develop technical skills, improve communication, study Scripture deeply, and sharpen his 
ability to serve. The danger is not growth. The danger is pride. “Knowledge puffeth up” when 
knowledge becomes a trophy rather than a tool (1 Corinthians 8:1). A degree cannot 
replace wisdom, and a certificate cannot manufacture character. Education is useful when 
the student remembers that the fear of the Lord remains “the beginning of knowledge” 
(Proverbs 1:7). 

Financial improvement can also be wise. Proverbs commends diligence, planning, honest 
increase, and prudence. “The thoughts of the diligent tend only to plenteousness” 
(Proverbs 21:5). A Christian may seek higher income, reduce debt, save, invest prudently, 
build a business, acquire property, or improve his professional position. None of that 
contradicts contentment. The issue is whether money becomes the measurement of the 
man. Wealth is a useful servant and a pathetic saviour. It can pay bills but cannot forgive 



sins. It can purchase medicine but cannot guarantee another breath. It can enlarge a house 
without enlarging a soul. Pursue useful increase if God gives opportunity, but never confuse 
a higher number on paper with a higher standing before God. 

Personal improvement follows the same rule. A man may strengthen his body, lose 
unnecessary weight, discipline his eating, organize his schedule, learn better habits, 
communicate more wisely, or correct patterns that waste time and energy. That is 
stewardship, not self-worship, when kept in proper perspective. Paul said, “I keep under my 
body, and bring it into subjection” (1 Corinthians 9:27). He did not preach a religion in 
which every appetite receives voting rights. Discipline tells the flesh that it is a servant, not 
the chairman of the board. Contentment does not mean accepting every weakness that 
could be corrected. Sometimes the godliest response to a bad habit is not to make peace 
with it but to bury it. 

7. The Judgment Seat Rewards Faithfulness, Not Excuses 

The Christian is saved by grace through faith, apart from works. That doctrine must never 
be blurred. “For by grace are ye saved through faith…Not of works, lest any man should 
boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9). But the very next verse says believers are “created in Christ Jesus 
unto good works” (Ephesians 2:10). Salvation is free; service matters. The believer does not 
work to become saved, stay saved, or earn eternal life. He works because he belongs to 
Christ and will answer for his stewardship. Paul teaches that “we must all appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ” (2 Corinthians 5:10). Grace does not abolish accountability. It 
establishes the relationship in which Christian accountability occurs. 

That coming judgment should cure the idea that burying ability is humility. Paul says in 1 
Corinthians 3 that every man’s work will be tried “of what sort it is” (1 Corinthians 3:13). The 
question will not be whether somebody else accomplished more. The question will 
concern the quality of our own work. A believer may have fewer resources, less visibility, 
smaller opportunities, or limited strength, but faithfulness remains possible inside those 
limits. God does not demand ten talents from the servant who received two. He does 
demand that two talents not be buried because the servant resented receiving less. 
Comparison says, “I would work if I had what he has.” Faithfulness says, “I will work with 
what God put in my hand.” 

That is the right place for Christian ambition. Not ambition to become famous, richer than 
everyone else, praised by men, or publicly impressive, but ambition to finish the course 
God gave you. Paul said, “I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept 
the faith” (2 Timothy 4:7). There is a man at the end of life who did not waste his years 
waiting for ideal conditions. He finished “my course.” Your course may include education, 



business, family, ministry, ordinary labor, hidden service, public work, or responsibilities 
nobody applauds. Run it. Contentment will keep you from envying somebody else’s lane; 
diligence will keep you moving in your own. 

Conclusion 

Contentment is not a hammock for laziness. It is not an excuse for neglected 
responsibilities, undeveloped abilities, avoidable disorder, wasted time, or habits that 
should have been corrected years ago. Paul’s Christianity had both peace and motion in it. 
He could say, “I have learned…to be content,” and “I press toward the mark.” He could trust 
Christ completely while working tirelessly. The two belonged together because his work 
was not an attempt to manufacture worth. It was stewardship. He did not have to achieve 
in order to become somebody; he labored because in Christ he already belonged to 
Somebody. That difference keeps ambition from becoming slavery. 

A Christian may want better circumstances without despising present ones. He may seek a 
better job while thanking God for today’s paycheck. He may pursue education while 
remaining humble about what he knows. He may grow a business without worshipping 
money, strengthen a marriage without pretending it is worthless today, improve his health 
without making the body an idol, and expand a ministry without believing size determines 
faithfulness. Contentment does not say, “Never change anything.” It says, “Do not make 
change the condition upon which you will trust God.” Work hard, plan wisely, learn 
continually, correct what is wrong, build what is useful, and leave the outcome in God’s 
hands. 

When duty is clear, do not rename refusal “contentment.” When improvement is possible, 
do not baptize neglect. When hard work is required, do not wait for a feeling to arrive with 
trumpets. “If any would not work, neither should he eat.” The Bible’s language is 
refreshingly difficult to misunderstand. There is a time to wait on God, and there is a time to 
get up and do what God already told you. Contentment keeps your heart from being 
mastered by results; diligence keeps your hands from becoming idle while waiting on them. 
Put the two together and you have something far better than restless ambition or lazy 
resignation: a believer at peace with God, hard at work, grateful for today, and faithful with 
tomorrow. 

 

 

6 of 10 — Contentment — When God Has Not Given You What You Asked For 



“And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in 
weakness.” (2 Corinthians 12:9) 

There are some desires you cannot satisfy by working harder, earning more money, 
changing careers, buying something new, or rearranging the furniture. You cannot 
manufacture a child that never came, force open a door God has kept shut, make another 
person love you, command a sick body to obey your timetable, or build a ministry to the 
size you once imagined merely because you prayed sincerely. Some burdens remain after 
every practical step has been taken. Some prayers have crossed your lips so many times 
you could pray them in the dark. Paul knew something about that territory. He had a thorn 
in the flesh, and he did not shrug it off with a religious cliché. He says, “For this thing I 
besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me” (2 Corinthians 12:8). Paul wanted it 
gone. He asked God to remove it. Contentment did not require him to lie about the desire. 

The Lord’s answer was not removal but sufficiency: “My grace is sufficient for thee.” That 
answer has been printed on cards and stitched on pillows until people can forget how 
severe it really is. God did not say, “Paul, the thorn will disappear tomorrow.” He said, in 
effect, “The thorn may remain, but My grace will remain too.” There is a world of difference 
between those answers. The first changes the circumstance; the second changes what the 
circumstance is allowed to mean. Paul had asked for subtraction. God answered with 
addition—not by adding comfort, but by adding sufficient grace. The modern religious 
salesman does not care much for that answer because it is difficult to package. He would 
rather promise deliverance on schedule, victory by formula, and every legitimate desire 
wrapped with a bow. Paul received something deeper: enough grace to keep walking when 
the requested thing did not happen. 

Contentment in unanswered desire is not emotional anesthesia. Scripture does not 
command the Christian to become numb, stop caring, deny grief, or pretend every closed 
door feels wonderful. Hannah wept before she received Samuel. David mourned. Paul had 
heaviness and continual sorrow for Israel. Christ Himself wept. Biblical faith has never 
required counterfeit feelings. The issue is whether longing becomes lordship. You may want 
something intensely without allowing that thing to become the condition upon which you 
will trust God. You may carry a sorrow without building an altar to it. You may pray again 
without accusing heaven when the answer is delayed. The desire may remain in the room, 
but it does not get the throne. That is where contentment becomes serious. It is easy to 
preach sufficiency while holding the answer in your hand. The lesson becomes real when 
the hand remains empty and Christ must still be enough. 

1. Paul Asked God to Remove the Thorn 



Paul did not begin by pretending he enjoyed the thorn. He “besought the Lord thrice, that it 
might depart from me.” That fact ought to clear away a good deal of foolish religious talk. 
Some people act as though mature Christians should never ask for circumstances to 
change. Paul did. He did not say, “Lord, thank You for this wonderful thorn; please make it 
sharper.” He asked for departure. Whatever the thorn involved, it troubled him enough to 
seek God repeatedly concerning it. Prayer is not discontent merely because it asks for 
relief. Christ Himself prayed in Gethsemane, “O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup 
pass from me,” while immediately submitting, “nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt” 
(Matthew 26:39). Desire and surrender can occupy the same prayer. 

There is no holiness in pretending legitimate burdens do not hurt. A married couple may 
deeply desire children. A parent may pray for a wandering child. A sick believer may ask for 
healing. A faithful worker may ask God for another opportunity. A preacher may pray for 
fruit in a ministry that seems painfully small. A lonely person may desire companionship. 
Those things are not automatically idols because they are intensely desired. Scripture is 
full of men and women who brought specific requests to God. The problem begins when 
prayer changes from petition into ultimatum: “God, unless You give me this, I will no longer 
believe You are good.” That is not prayer. That is a hostage negotiation with heaven, and 
God has never surrendered His throne to meet a creature’s terms. 

Paul’s repeated prayer also shows persistence is not unbelief. He asked three times. Christ 
taught men “always to pray, and not to faint” (Luke 18:1). There are matters worth praying 
about repeatedly until God gives clear direction, closes the matter, changes the 
circumstance, or gives grace to bear it. The Christian does not need to feel ashamed 
because he has brought the same burden before God for years. The throne of grace does 
not hang a sign saying, “You already asked about this.” But repeated prayer must remain 
prayer, not resentment wearing folded hands. A believer can keep asking while still saying, 
“Lord, Your answer is wiser than my demand.” Persistence without surrender becomes 
insistence. Persistence with surrender becomes faith. 

2. Sometimes God’s Answer Is Not the Answer You Wanted 

The Lord answered Paul, but He did not grant Paul’s request in the form Paul requested it. 
That distinction matters. Christians sometimes say, “God did not answer my prayer,” when 
what they mean is, “God did not give me what I asked for.” Those are not always the same 
thing. God’s answer to Paul was perfectly clear: “My grace is sufficient for thee.” The thorn 
was not removed. Heaven was not silent. The answer simply took a shape Paul had not 
requested. We often want God to sign the form we filled out. God reserves the right to write 
His own answer. 



A “no” from God is not proof of indifference. Any parent understands that love frequently 
refuses. A child can sincerely desire something foolish, dangerous, premature, or simply 
unwise. The child measures love by immediate gratification because children tend to 
confuse affection with permission. Adults are not always much more advanced when 
dealing with God. We say, “Surely if the Lord loved me, He would give me this relationship, 
this opportunity, this healing, this answer, this success.” Then Calvary stands in the middle 
of the argument and ruins it. “He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us 
all” (Romans 8:32) has already demonstrated love at a cost beyond our measurement. A 
closed door cannot rewrite a bloody cross. 

Nor does God owe us explanations for every refusal. Job wanted answers and received an 
encounter with the greatness of God. Habakkuk wrestled with divine dealings he did not 
understand. Asaph struggled with what he saw around him until perspective changed in the 
sanctuary. We prefer explanations because explanations make us feel like junior members 
of the governing board. God is not obligated to seat us at every meeting. “For my thoughts 
are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD” (Isaiah 55:8). That 
verse was spoken in its own prophetic context, but the principle of divine superiority 
remains obvious throughout Scripture. Faith does not mean understanding every decision. 
Sometimes faith means trusting the One who understands what He has not explained. 

3. An Unanswered Desire Can Become an Idol 

The danger is not merely wanting something. The danger is allowing the wanted thing to 
become necessary for obedience, joy, gratitude, or faith. That is when desire becomes 
idolatry. Colossians 3:5 calls covetousness “idolatry.” The coveted object does not have to 
be money. A person can idolize marriage, children, health, ministry growth, recognition, 
companionship, success, physical ability, or an answer to prayer. An idol is anything that 
begins occupying the place in the heart that belongs to God. If the soul says, “I cannot be 
whole unless I have this,” the thing desired has started making promises only Christ should 
make. 

This is especially deceptive when the desire itself is good. It is easy to identify wicked 
cravings as dangerous. Good desires are harder because they arrive carrying respectable 
credentials. There is nothing sinful about wanting a child, a faithful spouse, improved 
health, useful ministry, employment, reconciliation, or relief from pain. But even a good 
thing becomes a bad master. Isaac was a promised son, yet Abraham still had to learn that 
the Giver stood above the gift. God’s blessings are safest when held below God. The 
moment a blessing becomes untouchable, it has become competition. 



The heart exposes idolatry by the bargains it makes. “If God gives me this, then I will be 
happy.” “If this person returns, then I will have peace.” “If this ministry grows, then I will 
know my labor mattered.” “If I recover physically, then I will praise God.” Those sentences 
place the missing thing between the believer and obedience. They turn desire into a 
tollbooth: God must pay before the Christian proceeds. Scripture does not grant created 
things that authority. Paul’s thorn remained, and Paul remained useful. His unanswered 
request did not get to cancel his apostleship. Your missing thing does not have the right to 
cancel your faithfulness either. 

4. Grace Is Sufficient Before the Circumstance Changes 

“My grace is sufficient for thee” is one of the strongest sentences in the New Testament 
because it places sufficiency in grace rather than relief. We naturally think sufficiency 
means enough money, enough health, enough strength, enough companionship, enough 
opportunity, enough visible success. God tells Paul that grace is enough. The Lord did not 
enlarge Paul’s comfort; He enlarged Paul’s understanding of what could sustain him. Grace 
had saved Paul, called Paul, kept Paul, and now grace would carry Paul through something 
he would have preferred not to carry. 

Paul then hears, “for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” That is exactly backward 
from the way flesh thinks. We want strength displayed by eliminating weakness. God can 
display strength by sustaining the believer inside weakness. We want the storm stopped; 
sometimes God proves Himself by keeping the ship afloat. We want the furnace turned off; 
sometimes He walks with His servants in it. We want the lion removed; sometimes He 
shuts the lion’s mouth while the den remains a den. God is not limited to glorifying Himself 
through escape. He can glorify Himself through endurance, and that offends a generation 
trained to think every inconvenience must be immediately removed. 

This does not mean Christians should refuse legitimate means of improvement. Paul used 
practical wisdom. Timothy was told to use a little wine for his stomach’s sake and his often 
infirmities (1 Timothy 5:23). Medicine, counsel, work, planning, reconciliation, and 
responsible action are not enemies of grace. The error comes when means become 
saviours. A doctor may help the body but cannot command immortality. A counselor may 
offer wisdom but cannot control another person’s will. A business plan may improve a 
ministry’s administration but cannot manufacture spiritual fruit. Use lawful means fully, 
then remember that grace remains the foundation when means reach their limit. 

5. Waiting Reveals What We Really Believe About God 

Delay has a way of stripping religious language down to its frame. Anybody can say, “God’s 
timing is perfect,” when the answer arrives quickly. Say it after five years. Say it after ten. 



Say it after the door has stayed shut long enough that you no longer know whether it will 
ever open. Waiting tests whether we believe God is good only when God is fast. Psalm 
27:14 says, “Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart.” 
Waiting is not empty space between prayers. God can work in the waiter while withholding 
the waited-for thing. 

Abraham and Sarah knew delay. God promised a son, yet years passed. Their eventual 
attempt to help God by producing Ishmael through Hagar created trouble that proved one 
of Scripture’s great warnings: impatience can manufacture problems while trying to 
manufacture promises. God does not need our sinful shortcuts to fulfill His purposes. 
When waiting becomes unbearable, the temptation is to create an answer ourselves. A 
lonely person compromises to obtain a relationship. A financially strained person cuts 
ethical corners. A preacher manipulates numbers to create visible growth. A desperate 
believer mistakes motion for faith. Sometimes the hardest obedience is refusing to 
manufacture what God has not supplied. 

Waiting also reveals whether our view of God depends upon the calendar. “But they that 
wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength” (Isaiah 40:31). That passage concerns Israel 
in its prophetic setting, but the Scripture repeatedly establishes waiting upon God as a 
mark of faith. The impatient flesh treats delay as evidence of divine neglect. Faith 
recognizes that God’s silence is not God’s absence. A clock can measure time; it cannot 
measure God’s faithfulness. Heaven has never been late because earth grew impatient. We 
are often standing in the hallway pounding on a door while God is arranging matters on the 
other side that we could not understand if He explained them. 

6. Contentment Does Not Require You to Stop Feeling the Loss 

There are losses and unfulfilled desires that remain tender for years. Scripture makes room 
for sorrow without making sorrow sovereign. Paul writes of being “sorrowful, yet alway 
rejoicing” (2 Corinthians 6:10). That combination confuses shallow religion because it 
assumes joy and sorrow cannot occupy the same heart. Paul knew better. Christian joy is 
not constant emotional cheerfulness. It is rooted in Christ while real grief passes through 
the soul. A person may rejoice in salvation while grieving a child he never had, a spouse he 
lost, a relationship that never formed, a body that no longer works as it once did, or a 
ministry dream that never materialized. 

The Bible does not shame tears. Christ wept at Lazarus’s grave even though He knew 
resurrection was minutes away (John 11:35). Knowledge of the outcome did not make grief 
illegitimate. David wept. Jeremiah was called the weeping prophet for a reason. Paul wrote 
with tears. The Christian who cries over a legitimate loss is not necessarily discontent. 



Tears become spiritually dangerous when they are recruited into rebellion. There is a 
difference between “Lord, this hurts” and “Lord, because this hurts, You have wronged me.” 
The first is lament. The second is accusation. 

Contentment therefore does not erase memory or longing. It places them under truth. You 
may still feel a pang when you see another person enjoying what you once prayed to 
receive. You may still wonder what life would have looked like had another door opened. 
But you do not have to build a house inside that alternate life and mentally live there 
forever. God deals with you in the life you actually have. The imaginary life is always easier 
because imaginary bills never arrive and imaginary people never disappoint. Reality is 
where obedience happens. Contentment says, “This is not everything I wanted, but this is 
where God has placed me, and I will be faithful here.” 

7. Paul’s Thorn Became a Place Where Christ Was Magnified 

Paul’s response after receiving God’s answer is astonishing: “Most gladly therefore will I 
rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me” (2 Corinthians 
12:9). That does not mean Paul suddenly enjoyed pain for pain’s sake. It means the 
meaning of the thorn changed. Before, it was something merely to be removed. After God 
spoke, it became a place where Christ’s strength could be displayed. Paul stopped judging 
the circumstance only by how comfortable it made him and started judging it by whether 
Christ could be magnified through it. That is mature Christianity. 

He continues, “Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in 
persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong” (2 
Corinthians 12:10). Paul was not becoming fond of suffering as an end in itself. He had 
discovered that weakness did not disqualify him from usefulness. In fact, weakness could 
strip away false confidence until the power of Christ became obvious. The flesh wants to 
be strong enough not to need God. Grace makes a man weak enough to know better. Some 
of the greatest spiritual lessons are learned after self-sufficiency has been carried out of 
the room on a stretcher. 

An unanswered prayer can therefore become holy ground if it drives a believer deeper into 
dependence upon Christ. That does not mean every disappointment is secretly pleasant or 
that every loss will be understood in this life. It means no surrendered burden has to be 
wasted. God can use the thing He did not remove to produce endurance, prayer, 
compassion, wisdom, humility, and usefulness that ease might never have produced. The 
thorn may remain ugly. Grace does not have to make the thorn beautiful in order to make 
the Christian fruitful around it. 

Conclusion 



There will be things in this life that God does not give you, even when the desire itself is 
legitimate and the prayer sincere. Christianity offers no contract guaranteeing that every 
marriage prayer results in marriage, every prayer for children results in children, every 
sickness disappears, every family is reconciled, every ministry grows visibly, every 
opportunity opens, or every dream becomes biography. The New Testament gives us 
something stronger than that contract. It gives us Christ. Paul asked for the thorn to leave, 
and Christ gave him sufficient grace to live faithfully while it stayed. That answer does not 
satisfy the flesh because the flesh wants control. It satisfies faith because faith wants God. 

You may keep praying. You may keep hoping where Scripture gives no reason to stop. You 
may pursue lawful means, seek wise counsel, work hard, knock on doors, make changes, 
and ask again. But do not let the requested thing become the judge of God’s goodness. Do 
not tell heaven, “Until You give me this, I will withhold gratitude.” God has already given His 
Son. Your salvation is secure in Christ. Your eternal inheritance is not hanging on the 
outcome of one earthly desire. The missing thing may be important. It is not God. That 
distinction can save a believer from years of spiritual bondage. 

Contentment finally reaches the place where the heart can say, “Lord, I still want it, but I 
want You more. I still feel the absence, but the absence will not own me. I still pray, but I will 
not turn prayer into an ultimatum. If You open the door, I will thank You. If You keep it shut, I 
will trust You. If You remove the thorn, I will praise You. If You leave it, then give me grace to 
glorify Christ with it.” That is not resignation. That is surrender with backbone. The 
unanswered desire may still knock at the door, but it no longer owns the house. And when 
Christ becomes greater than the answer you wanted, you have learned something Paul 
learned the hard way: sometimes God does not give you what you asked for because He 
intends to prove that His grace is enough when the answer never comes. 

 

 

7 of 10 — Contentment — Contentment in Singleness, Marriage, Work, and Ministry 

“Let every man abide in the same calling wherein he was called.” (1 Corinthians 7:20) 

One of the oldest tricks of discontent is convincing a man that usefulness begins 
somewhere other than where God has presently placed him. The single person says, 
“When I am married.” The married person says, “If I had fewer responsibilities.” The 
employee says, “If I were the boss.” The boss remembers when he could clock out at five 
and leave somebody else holding the keys. The preacher with fifty people imagines 
faithfulness will become easier with five hundred, while the preacher with five hundred 
discovers that five hundred people can manufacture five hundred varieties of trouble. 



Everybody imagines the greener pasture lies just beyond the fence, and hardly anybody 
bothers to notice that somebody is standing in that greener pasture staring back. 
Contentment begins when a Christian stops postponing obedience until life changes and 
learns to serve God faithfully in the life he actually has. 

Paul addresses that restless tendency in 1 Corinthians 7 while dealing with marriage, 
singleness, circumcision, servitude, and the believer’s earthly condition. He says, “Let 
every man abide in the same calling wherein he was called.” He is not teaching that a 
Christian can never change jobs, marry, gain freedom, relocate, improve his 
circumstances, or pursue another lawful station. In the same chapter he tells a servant, “if 
thou mayest be made free, use it rather” (1 Corinthians 7:21). The point is not immobility. 
The point is that salvation and usefulness do not depend upon obtaining a different social 
arrangement. A man does not become more accepted in Christ because his marital status 
changes, his salary increases, his title improves, or his ministry gains visibility. The 
Christian can serve God now. That little word “now” murders a warehouse full of excuses. 

The flesh loves the imaginary life because imaginary lives have no dirty dishes, difficult 
coworkers, unexpected bills, stubborn children, demanding church members, health 
limitations, or Monday mornings. The imaginary spouse always understands you. The 
imaginary employer recognizes your value. The imaginary congregation appreciates every 
sermon. The imaginary business grows without payroll trouble. The imaginary ministry has 
crowds without criticism. It is remarkable how smoothly life operates when none of it 
exists. God, however, deals with us in reality. He puts truth into actual homes, actual jobs, 
actual churches, actual seasons, and actual responsibilities. Contentment does not mean 
believing your present station can never change. It means refusing to despise present 
obedience while dreaming about future circumstances. You do not need somebody else’s 
life before you can obey God in your own. 

1. Your Present Calling Is Not a Waiting Room 

Paul says, “But as God hath distributed to every man, as the Lord hath called every one, so 
let him walk” (1 Corinthians 7:17). Notice the word “walk.” The believer is not told to sit 
around waiting for circumstances worthy of obedience. He is told to walk where God has 
placed him. Too many Christians treat the present season like an airport terminal: 
temporary, annoying, and unworthy of serious investment because surely the real 
destination is coming later. Then later arrives wearing ordinary clothes, and they begin 
waiting for another later. Years disappear that way. A man can spend half his life preparing 
emotionally to begin living the other half. Scripture says walk now. Pray now. Serve now. 
Work now. Love now. Learn now. Obey now. God is perfectly capable of directing a moving 
servant when the next turn comes. 



This is especially important because present responsibilities are often the training ground 
for future opportunities. David did not begin with a throne; he began with sheep. Joseph did 
not step directly from his father’s house into Pharaoh’s palace; there were pits, slavery, 
service, false accusation, and prison cells in between. Moses spent forty years in Midian 
before returning to Egypt. Paul himself disappeared from the spotlight for seasons before 
the great missionary journeys recorded in Acts. God has never been in a hurry to satisfy 
human impatience. He prepares servants where nobody is applauding because character 
developed in obscurity is less likely to collapse under visibility. The man who refuses 
faithfulness with sheep is not ready for a kingdom simply because he has designed a 
crown. 

Contentment therefore gives dignity to ordinary seasons. The homemaker doing repetitive 
work, the employee performing unnoticed duties, the student studying when nobody cares, 
the preacher teaching a small group, the husband going to work every morning, the wife 
carrying the load of a household, the caregiver serving someone who cannot repay—none 
of these are spiritual intermissions. God sees faithfulness where crowds see routine. 
“Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful” (1 Corinthians 4:2). The 
verse does not say famous, impressive, admired, promoted, or trending. Faithful. Heaven 
has a different scoreboard than earth, and thank God it does. Earth counts heads. God 
weighs hearts. 

2. Singleness Is Not a Defective Version of Life 

Paul speaks with unusual clarity about singleness in 1 Corinthians 7. He was himself 
unmarried and understood that an unmarried believer could serve God fully. He says, “He 
that is unmarried careth for the things that belong to the Lord, how he may please the Lord” 
(1 Corinthians 7:32). That does not make singleness superior in every case, nor does it 
diminish marriage, which Scripture honors. It simply destroys the notion that a Christian’s 
life remains on hold until a wedding occurs. Marriage is a blessing, but it is not salvation. A 
spouse cannot fill the place Christ occupies, and anybody entering marriage expecting 
another sinner to complete him has already assigned the spouse a job no human being can 
perform. 

The single Christian must resist the temptation to romanticize marriage. Marriage brings 
companionship, intimacy, shared purpose, family life, and many blessings, but it also 
brings sacrifice, responsibility, compromise, bills, fatigue, differences, and the daily 
necessity of loving another person when feelings are not conducting the orchestra. The 
unmarried person sees the wedding photographs. He does not see the discussions about 
budgets, schedules, children, in-laws, illnesses, chores, and who was supposed to buy 
toilet paper. Marriage is wonderful, but it is not enchanted. Two sinners do not become 



angels because somebody rented a church and ordered flowers. Contentment in 
singleness means refusing to turn marriage into a golden calf with a wedding ring around its 
neck. 

That does not mean the desire for marriage is wrong. “Marriage is honourable in all” 
(Hebrews 13:4). A single believer may pray for a spouse, meet people, pursue lawful 
opportunities, and genuinely hope that season changes. But desire must remain under 
God. The single person can serve, give, travel, study, grow, minister, build, work, and glorify 
Christ today. He should not spend the present resenting an absent spouse so thoroughly 
that he wastes freedoms a married person might envy. Every station has gifts attached to it. 
Discontent looks only at what is missing. Wisdom asks what can be done with what is 
present. 

3. Marriage Is Not an Escape From Responsibility 

The married Christian faces the opposite temptation: looking backward at singleness as 
though freedom lived there and responsibility began at the altar. Paul says plainly that the 
married man “careth for the things that are of the world, how he may please his wife” and 
the married woman likewise considers how she may please her husband (1 Corinthians 
7:33-34). Those cares are not presented as sinful. They are realities of marriage. Once 
married, a believer has obligations that did not exist before. A husband cannot live as 
though his wife is an accessory to his personal mission. A wife cannot treat her husband as 
an inconvenience standing between her and a private life. Marriage turns “me” into “us,” 
and the flesh sometimes objects to the renovation. 

Contentment in marriage means refusing to measure a real spouse against an imaginary 
one. The imaginary spouse never misunderstands, never gets tired, never has annoying 
habits, never spends differently, never needs attention at an inconvenient moment, and 
always agrees with your interpretation of events. Of course that spouse is easy to love. He 
or she also does not exist. Real marriage requires charity, patience, forgiveness, truth, 
sacrifice, loyalty, and continual adjustment. Ephesians 5 does not tell husbands to love 
imaginary wives; it says, “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church” 
(Ephesians 5:25). Christ loved a very imperfect Church. That ought to sober any man 
waiting for perfection before obedience. 

Married people also need to stop envying the apparent freedom of the unmarried. Freedom 
from one responsibility usually means responsibility somewhere else. The grass is not 
greener because the fence is blocking your view of the weeds. A Christian honors God by 
tending the covenant and responsibilities already present. That may involve repairing 
communication, changing selfish habits, making time, carrying burdens, protecting 



faithfulness, and choosing love when emotions are tired. Contentment does not say, “My 
marriage needs no work.” It says, “I will not despise the marriage God has given me while 
fantasizing about a life without its obligations.” A home becomes stronger when both 
people stop studying escape routes and start repairing the walls. 

4. Work Is More Than a Paycheck 

Employment is another field where discontent grows quickly. The employee sees the 
manager’s salary and authority but rarely sees the pressure attached to them. The manager 
remembers when problems belonged to somebody else after five o’clock. The hourly 
worker envies flexibility; the salaried worker discovers flexibility sometimes means the 
company is flexible about which twelve hours of the day it expects you to work. Every 
position comes with blessings and burdens. Ecclesiastes says, “In all labour there is profit” 
(Proverbs 14:23), and the New Testament tells believers, “whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, 
as to the Lord, and not unto men” (Colossians 3:23). Work acquires dignity when Christ 
becomes the ultimate Master. 

Contentment at work does not mean staying forever in a bad position. There may be 
excellent reasons to change employers, pursue education, gain skills, negotiate pay, start a 
business, relocate, or seek healthier circumstances. Scripture does not chain a man to one 
desk for life. But while he occupies that desk, he ought to work honestly. The Christian who 
gives half effort because he thinks his employer underappreciates him is stealing time 
while calling it discernment. Joseph served faithfully in Potiphar’s house and in prison 
before God changed his circumstances. Faithfulness is not wasted because the current 
boss fails to notice it. God keeps better personnel records than human resources. 

A believer also must resist making career advancement his identity. Promotion is useful; it 
is not resurrection. A title may change what is printed beneath your name without changing 
what heaven knows about your character. Some men climb corporate ladders only to 
discover at the top that they leaned the ladder against the wrong wall. Work matters, 
provision matters, excellence matters, but eternal things matter more. “For what shall it 
profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?” (Mark 8:36). That 
question was spoken in its gospel context and reaches beyond employment, but its 
arithmetic still humiliates every career idol. There are gains too small to impress eternity. 

5. Ministry Size Is Not the Same Thing as Ministry Faithfulness 

Few places invite comparison more quickly than ministry. One preacher sees another 
man’s attendance, audience, books, invitations, buildings, social reach, or financial 
support and begins measuring his own usefulness with somebody else’s ruler. Paul had 
already condemned this foolishness: “they measuring themselves by themselves, and 



comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise” (2 Corinthians 10:12). Ministry 
has enough spiritual warfare without ministers turning it into a horse race. Christ did not 
call every servant to identical fields, audiences, gifts, or visible results. One man may 
preach to thousands; another may shepherd a small congregation for decades. Both will 
answer to the same Lord, not to each other’s statistics. 

Large ministry brings opportunities small ministry does not, but it also brings burdens 
small ministry does not. More people mean more counsel, more criticism, more 
administration, more misunderstandings, more financial responsibility, more conflict, 
more visibility, and more opportunities for pride. The small ministry sees the crowd. The 
large ministry sees the inbox. Meanwhile the large ministry may envy the small ministry’s 
simplicity, personal relationships, and freedom from constant scrutiny. Flesh can be 
dissatisfied in a storefront church or a packed auditorium. Give it fifty people and it wants 
five hundred. Give it five hundred and somebody else has five thousand. Appetite is terrible 
at arithmetic because the answer is always “more.” 

The proper question is not, “How large is it?” but, “Is it faithful?” Paul told Timothy to 
“preach the word” (2 Timothy 4:2), not to manipulate numbers. Noah preached 
righteousness in a generation that did not reward him with a mass revival. Jeremiah 
faithfully delivered God’s message and was thrown into a dungeon for his trouble. By 
modern success charts, somebody might have recommended they hire a marketing 
consultant. Heaven had another evaluation. A ministry can be small and dead, or large and 
dead. It can be small and faithful, or large and faithful. Size is a measurement. Faithfulness 
is a judgment. Do not confuse a tape measure with the Judgment Seat of Christ. 

6. Every Station Has Burdens You Cannot See From Outside 

Discontent survives by selective vision. It magnifies another person’s advantage and edits 
out the attached responsibility. The single man sees companionship in marriage but not 
sacrifice. The married man sees independence in singleness but not loneliness. The 
employee sees the owner’s profits but not payroll. The owner sees the employee leave at 
five while he lies awake thinking about taxes, lawsuits, customers, insurance, and whether 
Thursday’s deposit will cover Friday’s obligations. The small ministry sees visibility; the 
large ministry sees criticism from people who know almost nothing about the work but 
possess high-speed internet and strong opinions. Every station has a hidden bill. 

Peter learned something similar when Christ told him about his own future. Peter 
immediately looked at John and asked, “Lord, and what shall this man do?” Christ 
answered, “If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? follow thou me” (John 
21:21-22). There is enough Christianity in those last five words to cure half the envy in the 



Church: “What is that to thee? follow thou me.” Peter wanted details about another 
servant’s road. Christ redirected him to his own. We waste enormous spiritual energy 
demanding explanations for assignments God never gave us. 

You cannot know from outside what another station costs. The job you envy may consume 
time you presently have with family. The marriage you admire may have survived battles 
never displayed publicly. The ministry you covet may require pressures you are not 
prepared to carry. The freedom you desire may include loneliness you have never 
experienced. The responsibility you resent may be somebody else’s unanswered prayer. 
Wisdom therefore stops shopping through other people’s lives. God gives grace for the path 
He assigns. He does not promise grace for the fantasy path you constructed while 
neglecting your own. 

7. Obey God Before Circumstances Become Ideal 

The central lie behind circumstantial discontent is that obedience will become easier later. 
Later, when you are married. Later, when the children are older. Later, when work slows 
down. Later, when the business grows. Later, when the ministry has more help. Later, when 
the mortgage is paid. Later, when health improves. Later, when you finally have the 
schedule you want. “Later” has buried a great many intentions. James says, “ye know not 
what shall be on the morrow” (James 4:14). Tomorrow is not property you currently own. 
The only place you can obey God is the place where you presently stand. 

This is why contentment is not passivity. It is stability. It lets a Christian work toward 
legitimate change without despising present duty. The single believer can pray for marriage 
while serving Christ single. The employee can seek better work while serving honestly 
today. The couple can improve their marriage while thanking God for the covenant they 
already have. The preacher can pray for greater reach while feeding the people presently 
sitting before him. That is mature faith. It can pursue tomorrow without insulting today. The 
restless man throws away today because he thinks tomorrow will finally deserve his 
obedience. 

Paul ultimately gives the believer the right center: “ye are bought with a price; be not ye the 
servants of men” (1 Corinthians 7:23). Whatever earthly station a Christian occupies, he 
belongs to Christ. Married or single, employer or employee, visible or obscure, prosperous 
or struggling, his highest identity does not come from the station. He was purchased by the 
blood of Christ. That means circumstances are assignments, not definitions. A job can 
change. Marital status can change. Ministry size can change. Income can change. Christ 
does not. When identity is settled in Him, earthly stations stop pretending to be thrones. 

Conclusion 



Contentment in singleness, marriage, work, and ministry comes down to one hard 
question: Will you obey God in the life you actually have, or spend your days longing for the 
life you imagine somebody else has? Paul says, “Let every man abide in the same calling 
wherein he was called.” That is not a command never to change circumstances. It is a 
command not to make changed circumstances a prerequisite for faithfulness. God does 
not need to rearrange your entire world before you can pray, serve, work, love, give, learn, 
forgive, witness, study Scripture, or walk uprightly. Your present station may not be 
permanent, but it is presently real, and reality is where obedience lives. 

Stop assuming happiness moved somewhere else without leaving a forwarding address. 
The single life has freedoms and burdens. Marriage has blessings and burdens. 
Employment has opportunities and frustrations. Leadership has influence and pressure. 
Small ministry has limitations and advantages. Large ministry has opportunities and 
headaches large enough to require their own filing cabinet. Every station has weather. The 
issue is not finding a life with no storms. The issue is knowing Who is in the boat. If Christ is 
insufficient in your present station, another station will eventually expose the same restless 
heart wearing different clothes. 

Serve God where your feet are. If He changes the assignment, follow Him into the next one. 
If marriage comes, receive it gratefully. If singleness remains, use it faithfully. If another job 
opens, walk through the door wisely. If the present job remains, work as unto the Lord. If 
ministry expands, stay humble. If it stays small, stay faithful. Do not require another 
person’s circumstances before you give God your obedience. You are not accountable for 
somebody else’s chapter. You are accountable for the page in front of you. Read it carefully, 
obey it faithfully, and leave the next page in the hands of the Author. 

 

 

8 of 10 — Contentment — When the Body Hurts and Life Does Not Get Easier 

“For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is 
renewed day by day.” (2 Corinthians 4:16) 

There comes a point where contentment leaves the comfortable subjects and walks 
straight into the hospital room. It is easy enough to discuss being satisfied with an older 
automobile, a smaller house, or a modest paycheck. Those things matter, but there are 
burdens that cannot be traded in, upgraded, refinanced, or fixed with a Saturday afternoon 
at the hardware store. A body can begin hurting and keep hurting. Strength can disappear 
by degrees. The knees that once carried you all day begin negotiating every staircase. 
Hands lose grip, eyes lose sharpness, sleep stops behaving itself, and ordinary tasks start 



charging a price they never charged before. Scripture does not insult suffering people by 
pretending none of that matters. Paul says plainly, “though our outward man perish.” There 
is no cosmetic language there. The Bible knows the body wears down, and it does not need 
a motivational speaker to edit the verse. 

Paul’s statement is remarkable because he places two realities side by side without lying 
about either one: “our outward man perish,” yet “the inward man is renewed day by day.” 
Christianity does not promise the Church Age believer an exemption from mortality. The 
body in which we presently live is not the resurrection body. It gets tired, sick, injured, 
scarred, weakened, and eventually dies unless the Lord catches the Church away first. 
Salvation secures the believer eternally in Christ, but it does not turn present flesh into 
glorified flesh ahead of schedule. Romans 8 says we wait for “the redemption of our body” 
(Romans 8:23). We are waiting because we do not have that final condition yet. Anybody 
teaching that sufficient faith guarantees uninterrupted physical health has apparently 
decided the resurrection body ought to arrive by special delivery before the resurrection. 

Contentment becomes serious when relief does not come quickly. A believer can pray, 
seek proper treatment, rest, adjust, exercise wisdom, and still face limitations tomorrow 
morning. That is where cheap religious slogans become cruel. Scripture never teaches that 
every persistent sickness proves unbelief, hidden sin, defective confession, or failure to 
claim a promise. Paul had a thorn he asked God to remove. Timothy had “often infirmities.” 
Epaphroditus was “sick nigh unto death.” These were not backslidden pagans wandering 
outside the will of God. They were servants of God whose bodies reminded them they still 
lived east of Eden. Biblical contentment does not call sickness good. It says God remains 
good while sickness is present. The body may become weaker without the soul becoming 
poorer, and that distinction is worth learning before pain tries to teach it by force. 

1. The Bible Never Promised the Present Body Would Not Break Down 

The fall of man brought death into human experience, and every cemetery proves Romans 
5 has not been repealed. Adam’s sin affected a creation now described as groaning and 
travailing in pain, and believers are not physically removed from that groaning merely 
because they are spiritually saved. Romans 8:23 says that even those who have “the 
firstfruits of the Spirit” groan within themselves, “waiting for the adoption, to wit, the 
redemption of our body.” The believer’s spirit has been made alive in Christ, his eternal 
destiny is settled, and his position in Christ is secure, but the present body remains mortal. 
Salvation does not mean the joints receive eternal security against arthritis, the eyes sign a 
covenant against dimming, or the spine gets a doctrinal exemption from wear. Glorification 
is future for a reason. 



That distinction matters because bad doctrine can make a hurting person carry two 
burdens instead of one. First he has the physical problem. Then some religious salesman 
walks in and tells him the real problem is his faith. Now the believer has pain in the body 
and accusation in the conscience. Scripture gives no authority for that cruelty. The man 
born blind in John 9 became the subject of a theological investigation when the disciples 
asked, “Master, who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he was born blind?” Christ 
answered, “Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents” in the sense proposed by their 
question (John 9:2-3). Not every affliction can be traced to some particular personal 
offense. We live in fallen bodies in a fallen world. Sometimes flesh hurts because flesh is 
flesh. 

There are certainly cases in Scripture where sickness is connected with specific divine 
judgment, chastening, reckless conduct, or sin, so the Bible does not permit us to declare 
that physical consequences can never be spiritual. First Corinthians 11 contains believers 
who were weak and sickly because of serious abuse surrounding the Lord’s supper. But it is 
equally unscriptural to reverse that truth and accuse every sick person of secret rebellion. 
Job’s friends made a career out of that mistake. They had enough theology to fill several 
speeches and not enough sense to know when their conclusion was wrong. A hammer is 
useful, but the man who treats every object like a nail eventually starts pounding the 
furniture. Scripture must interpret the circumstance, not our favorite explanation. 

2. Paul Had Something Prayer Did Not Remove 

Paul says in 2 Corinthians 12, “there was given to me a thorn in the flesh” (2 Corinthians 
12:7). Scripture does not give us permission to dogmatically invent the precise physical 
details of that thorn, but it tells us enough to know Paul wanted it gone. “For this thing I 
besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me” (2 Corinthians 12:8). Here is an 
apostle praying specifically for relief and not receiving the relief requested. That one 
passage puts a wrecking ball through the idea that a spiritual believer can always pray 
physical difficulty out of existence. If anybody had apostolic credentials, Paul did. If 
anybody understood faith, Paul did. If anybody knew how to pray, Paul did. Yet the thorn 
stayed. 

The Lord’s answer was not, “Paul, try harder.” It was not, “Paul, discover the hidden sin.” It 
was not, “Paul, say the right words until reality obeys your confession.” God said, “My grace 
is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9). 
Notice the word “weakness.” God did not need Paul to pretend he was strong in order to 
demonstrate divine strength. The whole point was that Christ’s power could rest upon a 
man who knew he was weak. Prosperity religion hates that arrangement because it prefers 
a God who proves Himself by keeping His servants polished, prosperous, painless, and 



photogenic. The New Testament keeps spoiling the brochure with apostles who get beaten, 
imprisoned, sick, weary, and occasionally left for dead. 

Paul’s eventual response is even stronger: “Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my 
infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.” He did not begin calling infirmity 
pleasant. He discovered that infirmity did not make him useless. That is an enormous truth 
for anybody whose body no longer cooperates the way it once did. The world measures 
usefulness by speed, strength, appearance, output, mobility, and independence. God can 
use a servant who has lost some or all of those things. Weakness does not erase calling. A 
man may preach from a chair, pray from a bed, write with trembling hands, encourage 
another believer from a hospital room, or glorify Christ in a body that has become an 
unreliable piece of equipment. God has never needed perfect machinery to display perfect 
grace. 

3. Timothy’s Infirmities Ruin the Faith-Healer’s Formula 

Paul told Timothy, “Drink no longer water, but use a little wine for thy stomach’s sake and 
thine often infirmities” (1 Timothy 5:23). The wording is devastating to the claim that faithful 
Christians should always live free of physical trouble. Timothy did not have one accidental 
bad afternoon. Paul refers to “often infirmities.” This was a trusted younger minister, a man 
Paul called “my own son in the faith” (1 Timothy 1:2), and yet bodily problems remained 
part of his life. Paul did not mail him a handkerchief, command him to confess perfect 
health, or accuse him of insufficient faith. He gave practical counsel. Evidently apostolic 
Christianity had room for prayer, doctrine, ministry, and stomach trouble in the same 
paragraph. 

That should teach us something about ordinary means. Trusting God does not require 
refusing reasonable care. The Bible is not against physicians, practical remedies, rest, diet, 
or wise adjustments. Christ said, “They that be whole need not a physician; but they that 
are sick” (Luke 5:31), using a truth everybody understood. Luke himself is called “the 
beloved physician” (Colossians 4:14). Medicine is not omnipotent, doctors are not 
infallible, and human knowledge has limits, but seeking appropriate help is not unbelief. 
Some people will take their automobile to a mechanic when it makes one strange sound 
and then act as though consulting somebody about the human body demonstrates lack of 
faith. Apparently the car deserves professional attention but the body must survive on 
slogans. 

At the same time, practical means must not become idols. A physician can diagnose many 
things and still cannot make mortality disappear. Treatment may relieve symptoms, correct 
a problem, slow progression, restore function, or accomplish very little. The Christian can 



gratefully use whatever help is available without transferring his trust from God to human 
skill. Psalm 118:8 says, “It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in man.” 
That does not forbid receiving help from men; it establishes where final confidence 
belongs. Use the means. Pray over the means. Thank God for the means. But remember 
that doctors practice medicine because they are practicing, not because they have 
conquered death. There is still one Great Physician who does not lose a patient entrusted 
to Him eternally. 

4. Epaphroditus Was Faithful and Nearly Died 

Philippians 2 gives another inconvenient example for anybody who thinks sickness proves 
defective spirituality. Epaphroditus was Paul’s “brother, and companion in labour, and 
fellowsoldier” (Philippians 2:25). Those are not the descriptions of a careless believer living 
in rebellion. Yet Paul says, “For indeed he was sick nigh unto death” (Philippians 2:27). The 
man nearly died while connected to apostolic ministry. Paul did not explain this by saying 
Epaphroditus had failed to claim his healing. He said, “God had mercy on him,” and the 
man recovered. Healing occurred, but the sickness had been real, severe, and completely 
compatible with faithful Christian service. 

Paul later wrote of another coworker, “Trophimus have I left at Miletum sick” (2 Timothy 
4:20). That verse is short, but it creates a long problem for anyone claiming apostles 
possessed an automatic ability to eliminate sickness from every believer around them. 
Paul left a coworker sick. Why not heal him instantly? Scripture does not tell us. It simply 
reports the fact. God is not required to make every passage cooperate with somebody’s 
television ministry. The Bible is remarkably stubborn that way. It keeps putting reality where 
religious marketing would rather place promises. 

This is why compassion should govern the way Christians speak to people with chronic 
illness, disability, or long-term pain. It is easy for a healthy person to distribute theories 
about suffering the way a man on shore distributes swimming instructions to somebody in 
rough water. Pain changes schedules, concentration, sleep, energy, mobility, and 
sometimes the ability to perform ordinary work. A believer experiencing that does not need 
suspicion piled on top of suffering. He needs truth. The truth is not that pain is imaginary. 
The truth is that pain is temporary when measured against eternity, Christ remains present 
during it, and bodily limitation cannot cancel spiritual standing. That gives hope without 
insulting the sufferer. 

5. The Prosperity Gospel Makes the Sick Pay Twice 

Prosperity preaching is particularly vicious toward the sick because it turns suffering into 
evidence against the sufferer. If health is presented as an automatic entitlement of 



sufficient faith, then persistent sickness must somehow become the believer’s fault. He 
did not believe enough, confess correctly, give enough money, resist the devil properly, or 
unlock the secret formula. The preacher escapes untouched; the sick person receives the 
blame. It is an impressive business arrangement. When the claim fails, the customer is 
declared defective. 

The New Testament does not teach that the Church is presently living under a covenant 
promising uninterrupted bodily health in exchange for faith. Believers possess spiritual 
blessings in Christ and await the redemption of the body. Paul could heal in apostolic 
contexts, yet Paul himself had a thorn, Timothy had often infirmities, Epaphroditus nearly 
died, and Trophimus was left sick. Scripture refuses to let healing become a vending 
machine. God can heal. God has healed. Christians may pray for healing. James gives 
instruction concerning prayer for the sick in its context. But God remains God when healing 
is not immediate, complete, or granted according to the timetable requested. 

Prosperity preaching also confuses the present age with the future restoration God has 
promised. Revelation looks toward a day when “there shall be no more death, neither 
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain” (Revelation 21:4). Notice that the 
verse describes a future condition. If there is to be a time when pain is no more, then pain 
presently exists even among people who love God. The Bible gives us resurrection hope, 
not denial. We do not conquer mortality by pretending we already live in Revelation 21. 
Faith looks forward precisely because the promise has not yet reached complete 
manifestation. A check dated for the future is not false; it simply should not be cashed 
before its date. 

6. Weakness Can Strip Away False Measures of Worth 

Physical decline has a way of exposing how much identity a person built around ability. 
When strength is dependable, we hardly notice it. We walk, lift, travel, work, drive, exercise, 
build, carry, and schedule without asking permission from the body. Then something 
changes, and suddenly the person who was always helping needs help. That transition can 
be harder than the pain itself. Pride dislikes dependence. The flesh would rather be the 
rescuer than the one requiring rescue because rescuers receive applause and the needy 
receive assistance. God is not impressed by either role. He looks at faithfulness. 

Second Corinthians 4:7 says, “But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the 
excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.” An earthen vessel is not impressive 
because of the pottery. Its value lies in the treasure. The human body is a temporary vessel 
carrying something far more valuable than muscle, symmetry, youth, or physical 
independence. When the vessel cracks, the treasure has not changed. A believer who can 



no longer perform everything he once performed has not become less saved, less loved by 
God, or less valuable to Christ. Heaven does not calculate worth with a treadmill, mirror, 
medical chart, or stopwatch. 

That truth cuts both ways. The healthy Christian should not worship health, and the sick 
Christian should not believe illness has stolen everything. Strength is a stewardship, not a 
medal of spiritual superiority. If you have it, use it. Take reasonable care of the body. Work 
while you can. Serve while you can. Do not waste energy God has given you. But never 
confuse temporary physical capacity with eternal significance. Samson had extraordinary 
strength and still made catastrophic spiritual choices. Paul carried weakness and turned 
the Roman world upside down with the gospel. Muscles have never been a reliable 
measure of holiness. 

7. The Outward Man Can Perish While the Inward Man Is Renewed 

Paul’s language in 2 Corinthians 4:16 is not sentimental: “though our outward man perish.” 
There is physical deterioration in that sentence. Yet he follows it immediately with, “the 
inward man is renewed day by day.” The two processes can occur simultaneously. A body 
can decline while faith deepens. Mobility can decrease while prayer increases. Eyesight 
can weaken while spiritual sight becomes clearer. A person can lose independence and 
gain dependence upon Christ. The world sees decline and assumes only loss. God can 
produce inward gain while outward resources diminish. 

Paul continues, “For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory” (2 Corinthians 4:17). Calling affliction “light” 
does not mean Paul had experienced trivial suffering. This is the man who had been 
beaten, imprisoned, shipwrecked, and persecuted. He calls affliction light only when 
placed on the scales against eternal glory. Compared with eternity, the heaviest earthly 
burden becomes temporary. That is not minimizing pain. It is measuring it against 
something larger. A mountain looks enormous until you see the horizon behind it. 

Then Paul tells us where to look: “While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the 
things which are not seen” (2 Corinthians 4:18). The hurting body is seen. The resurrection 
body is not yet seen. The hospital room is seen. The coming glory is not. The cane, brace, 
medicine bottle, wheelchair, scar, and limitation are visible. Eternal life is presently 
apprehended by faith. Contentment therefore requires spiritual eyesight. It refuses to 
pretend the visible burden is unreal, but it also refuses to pretend the visible burden is all 
that exists. The Christian is living inside a temporary body while heading toward permanent 
glory. 

Conclusion 



Biblical contentment in sickness is not learning to enjoy pain. It is not calling disease a 
blessing merely because religious people become uncomfortable around honest sorrow. It 
is not refusing treatment, denying symptoms, or pretending that limitation does not alter 
life. Paul said the outward man perishes. Timothy had infirmities. Epaphroditus nearly died. 
Trophimus was left sick. The Bible is tougher than prosperity religion because it can look 
suffering directly in the face without rewriting reality. It does not need to protect God by 
pretending His servants never hurt. 

The believer may pray for healing and should feel no guilt for doing so. He may seek proper 
care, adjust his routine, use medicine when appropriate, rest when necessary, strengthen 
what can be strengthened, and ask God repeatedly for relief. But contentment begins when 
bodily relief is no longer made the condition for trusting God. “Lord, I would like this pain 
gone, but I will not call You unfaithful if it remains. I would like my strength restored, but I 
will not make physical strength my god. I would like my old life back, but I will not waste the 
life still in front of me mourning the abilities behind me.” That is not defeat. That is faith 
refusing to hand suffering the throne. 

The outward man is going to perish unless Christ changes it first at His coming. That is not 
pessimism; it is why resurrection is necessary. But the inward man can be renewed today, 
tomorrow, and the day after that. Your body may eventually say no to things it once did 
without thought. Christ has not changed. Your strength may diminish. His has not. Your 
range of activity may narrow. His grace has not narrowed with it. A believer can become 
physically weaker while becoming spiritually harder to shake because he has learned 
where real strength lives. The body may hurt. Life may not become easier. But if Christ 
remains sufficient when the flesh becomes unreliable, then pain has taken something 
without taking everything—and the most important thing was never within pain’s reach. 

 

 

9 of 10 — Contentment — Growing Older Without Mourning the Life You Used to Have 

“For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is 
renewed day by day.” (2 Corinthians 4:16) 

Growing older is one of God’s most effective ways of reminding a man that this world was 
never intended to be his permanent address. Youth can make flesh look durable. Strength 
comes easily, recovery comes quickly, tomorrow seems plentiful, and the calendar 
appears to move at a respectable speed. Then something changes. Years begin behaving 
like fence posts beside a speeding train. Children who once needed help tying shoes begin 
talking about careers. Parents who seemed permanent disappear. Friends move, retire, 



weaken, or die. The mirror reports information nobody requested. The knees begin offering 
commentary on staircases. The eyes demand better lighting, the ears begin editing 
conversations, and the body sends invoices for things youth once did for free. Scripture 
does not pretend this process is imaginary. Paul says plainly, “our outward man perish.” 
The Bible is realistic enough to tell the truth even when the truth needs reading glasses. 

Yet Paul does not stop with deterioration. He places another reality beside it: “yet the 
inward man is renewed day by day.” The Christian therefore does not have to interpret aging 
as one long subtraction problem. Something can diminish outwardly while something else 
increases inwardly. Strength may lessen while wisdom deepens. Speed may decrease 
while discernment sharpens. The calendar may shorten while eternal perspective grows 
longer. A believer who has walked with God for decades ought not merely have more 
birthdays behind him; he ought to have accumulated Scripture, answered prayers, 
corrected mistakes, battles survived, sins forsaken, lessons learned, and evidence that 
God was faithful in seasons he once thought would destroy him. Aging can remove things, 
but it can also reveal things. A tree does not apologize for having rings. The rings prove it 
stood through weather. 

Contentment in aging means learning to live gratefully in the present without demanding 
that God return the past. Yesterday may have contained strength you no longer possess, 
people you can no longer call, opportunities that no longer exist, children who no longer 
live under your roof, and seasons that will never be repeated. There is no sin in 
remembering them fondly. The danger comes when memory becomes a permanent 
residence and today becomes merely a porch from which you stare backward. Nostalgia 
can become covetousness aimed at time. Instead of wanting another man’s possessions, 
you want your own former life back. But time does not negotiate. God did not command us 
to recover yesterday. He commands us to walk faithfully today. A believer can honor the 
past without worshipping it, grieve what is gone without despising what remains, and grow 
older without treating every gray hair as a funeral announcement. 

1. Ecclesiastes Does Not Lie About the Difficult Days 

Ecclesiastes 12 gives one of Scripture’s most vivid descriptions of old age: “Remember 
now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not” (Ecclesiastes 12:1). 
The doctrinal setting is Solomon’s wisdom literature under the Old Testament economy, 
viewing much of earthly life “under the sun,” but the physical observations require no 
imagination. The keepers of the house tremble, the strong men bow themselves, the 
grinders cease because they are few, those looking out the windows grow dark, hearing 
diminishes, fears increase, and desire fails. Scripture does not wrap old age in sentimental 



ribbon and pretend every part is delightful. The body declines. Certain losses are real. The 
Bible can speak honestly about them because truth has no need for cosmetics. 

Modern culture does not handle this honesty well. It worships youth while pretending it 
respects age, then spends fortunes trying to erase every visible witness that the calendar 
has been doing its job. Gray hair must be hidden, wrinkles treated as emergencies, slower 
movement regarded as failure, and age discussed in whispers as though somebody 
committed it. Scripture has no such embarrassment. Proverbs says, “The hoary head is a 
crown of glory, if it be found in the way of righteousness” (Proverbs 16:31). Notice the 
condition. Age by itself does not create wisdom; a fool can simply become an older fool. 
But years walked in righteousness can produce something no cosmetic procedure 
manufactures: tested character. 

Ecclesiastes ends the aging picture not with despair but with accountability: “Fear God, 
and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man” (Ecclesiastes 12:13). The 
weakening body does not cancel responsibility toward God. Solomon does not say, “When 
strength fades, nothing matters.” He brings the whole matter back to God. That is essential 
because aging can tempt a person either to vanity or bitterness. One tries desperately to 
deny age; the other resents it. Scripture permits neither illusion. The body changes. Accept 
the report. Then ask the better question: what does God require of me with the strength, 
time, wisdom, influence, and opportunity that remain? The mature believer does not spend 
all day arguing with the clock. He uses the hours still on it. 

2. The Outward Man Was Never Going to Last 

Paul’s words in 2 Corinthians 4:16 are liberating because they tell us what should have 
been obvious all along: the “outward man” is perishing. That does not mean Christians 
should neglect their bodies. Paul spoke of bodily discipline, Timothy received practical 
advice concerning his health, and ordinary stewardship still applies. Exercise, rest, 
sensible eating, treatment, and wise habits have their place. But proper care must not 
become the fantasy that mortality can be defeated through better routines. You may 
maintain the house; you still do not own the land forever. The present body is an earthen 
vessel, not the final edition. 

Romans 8 says believers wait for “the redemption of our body” (Romans 8:23). That is 
Church Age hope. The saved man is eternally secure in Christ, sealed by the Spirit, yet he 
still lives in mortal flesh awaiting glorification. If the Rapture occurs while we live, “we shall 
be changed” (1 Corinthians 15:52). If physical death comes first, resurrection remains 
ahead. Either way, the answer to aging is not pretending the present body will remain young 



indefinitely. The answer is a coming body that does not decay. Christianity offers something 
far better than anti-aging religion. It offers resurrection. 

That future hope puts present decline in perspective. The world tells an aging person to 
cling desperately to youth because youth is all it has to sell. Scripture says your best body 
has not yet arrived. That changes the arithmetic. A wrinkle becomes less terrifying when 
eternity is in the equation. A slower step matters, but it does not own the future. The 
Christian is not moving toward permanent deterioration; he is moving through temporary 
deterioration toward glorification. Death itself is an interruption, not the conclusion. The 
undertaker may close the casket, but God has not closed the case. 

3. Nostalgia Can Become a Form of Discontent 

Memory is a gift until it becomes an idol. There is nothing wrong with remembering earlier 
years, old friends, family gatherings, children when they were small, seasons of unusual 
strength, or places that shaped your life. Scripture repeatedly calls God’s people to 
remember His works. But nostalgia becomes spiritually dangerous when the heart begins 
saying, “God was good then, but not now.” Ecclesiastes warns, “Say not thou, What is the 
cause that the former days were better than these? for thou dost not enquire wisely 
concerning this” (Ecclesiastes 7:10). That verse has ruined many romanticized histories. 

The past has one tremendous advantage over the present: you already know how it turned 
out. Memory edits. It keeps the summer afternoon and loses the argument from breakfast. 
It remembers the children laughing and forgets how tired you were when they would not 
sleep. It remembers the old job’s friendships and forgets the boss who made Monday feel 
like a minor judgment. It remembers youth’s energy and conveniently misplaces youth’s 
foolishness. Nostalgia is an excellent photographer and a terrible historian. It softens 
edges, improves lighting, and removes trash cans from the picture. 

Contentment allows the past to remain precious without demanding its return. The 
children grew because that is what children are supposed to do. The old house was sold 
because seasons changed. Friends moved. Parents aged. Careers ended. Churches 
changed. Bodies changed. None of that means God stopped being God. The Lord who was 
faithful in the chapter you miss is still Lord of the chapter you are reading now. Do not 
spend so much time rereading yesterday that you ignore the sentence God has put in front 
of you today. 

4. Aging Removes Strength but Can Add Wisdom 

Psalm 90 says, “The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if by reason of 
strength they be fourscore years, yet is their strength labour and sorrow” (Psalm 90:10). 
Moses wrote in the context of Israel’s wilderness generation, where mortality and judgment 



were painfully visible, but the general brevity of earthly life is unmistakable. Then comes the 
prayer: “So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom” 
(Psalm 90:12). Notice the goal. Numbering days is supposed to produce wisdom, not 
panic. 

A young man often counts how many years he expects to have. An older man begins 
counting how many he might have left. That change can either make him fearful or focused. 
Scripture directs it toward wisdom. Limited time clarifies value. Petty arguments look 
smaller when the calendar gets shorter. Pride becomes sillier. Delayed obedience 
becomes more expensive. A man who realizes he may not have thirty years to repair a 
relationship becomes less interested in winning every argument. Mortality can teach 
priorities if pride stops interrupting the lesson. 

Age should therefore make a believer more useful in counsel, not merely more experienced 
in complaint. Titus 2 expects aged men and aged women to model sober, sound, holy 
conduct and to help instruct the younger. God did not preserve a believer through decades 
merely so he could become an expert on how much better everything used to be. Younger 
Christians need seasoned saints who can say, “I have seen trouble before, and God 
remained faithful.” Testimony gains weight when it has survived winters. 

5. God Does Not Retire a Believer When the Career Ends 

Employment may end. Ministry roles may change. Physical limitations may narrow activity. 
But there is no biblical retirement from faithfulness. Anna was “of a great age” and still 
served God with fastings and prayers (Luke 2:36-37). Caleb, though operating in Israel’s Old 
Testament context, could say at eighty-five, “I am as strong this day as I was in the day that 
Moses sent me” and asked for the mountain promised him (Joshua 14:10-12). Not every 
eighty-five-year-old is Caleb physically, but his spirit puts to shame the idea that age 
automatically equals uselessness. 

Older believers often possess forms of ministry that require less physical strength and 
more spiritual substance. Prayer takes no youthful knees if the heart can still reach heaven. 
Encouragement can be given from a chair. Counsel can be offered over a table. Scripture 
can be taught in a small room. Letters can be written. Calls can be made. Younger believers 
can be warned about traps the older believer has already fallen into and climbed out of. A 
scar can become a road sign if the man wearing it is willing to tell the truth about how he 
got it. 

The church is impoverished when older Christians assume their useful years ended with a 
paycheck or leadership title. The body may limit methods, but usefulness is not identical 
with mobility. Paul wrote epistles from confinement that still instruct believers centuries 



later. A shut door did not silence him. A believer who cannot travel may still pray for those 
who do. One who cannot stand in a pulpit may still speak truth across a kitchen table. God 
has never required a retirement ceremony before He stops listening to a faithful servant. As 
long as there is breath, there is some form of stewardship. 

6. Aging Teaches You to Loosen Your Grip on the World 

One mercy in aging is that the world gradually becomes harder to mistake for home. 
Houses need repair, bodies need treatment, possessions break, friends depart, fashions 
become ridiculous, technology changes before you finish learning the last version, and the 
generation running things begins looking suspiciously young. God allows time to loosen 
fingers the flesh would otherwise wrap permanently around temporary things. Colossians 
3:2 says, “Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.” Aging gives that 
command increasing practical force. 

This does not mean older believers should become sour toward life. Ecclesiastes itself 
repeatedly recognizes lawful enjoyment of God’s gifts under the sun. Food, family, work, 
companionship, and ordinary pleasures can be received gratefully. But enjoyment is 
different from attachment. A traveler may appreciate the hotel without trying to purchase 
the hallway carpet before checkout. The Christian knows he is passing through. Age simply 
makes the checkout notice harder to ignore. 

Paul said, “our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour” 
(Philippians 3:20). That is Church Age identity. The believer’s ultimate citizenship is not tied 
to the decade in which he felt strongest. His future does not depend upon preserving a 
youthful version of himself. Christ is coming, and the believer looks ahead, not merely 
backward. The Christian who spends old age worshipping youth has aimed his eyes in the 
wrong direction. Our hope is not that we become twenty-five again. Our hope is that Christ 
changes this vile body and fashions it like unto His glorious body. 

7. The Inward Man Can Be Strongest When the Outward Man Is Weakest 

Paul’s great contrast remains: “though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is 
renewed day by day.” Renewal is present tense living. The body can decline annually while 
the inward man is renewed daily. That means the most spiritually fruitful years of a 
believer’s life do not automatically have to be the physically strongest ones. Some saints 
become better Christians after their bodies force them to stop running long enough to 
think. Weakness can slow the legs while deepening prayer. Retirement can reduce 
workplace responsibility while enlarging time for Scripture. Loss can strip away distraction. 

The world measures declining productivity and assumes declining value. God does not. A 
grandmother praying faithfully for grandchildren may accomplish eternal work nobody 



charts. An elderly man teaching one younger believer how to handle Scripture may 
influence people he will never meet. A bedridden saint who can do little besides pray may 
look unproductive to a culture addicted to visible output, but heaven has never needed a 
productivity app to know what prayer weighs. Earth counts motion. God counts 
faithfulness. 

This is why aging can produce a quiet strength youth often lacks. The older believer has 
seen prayers answered after years, fears that never materialized, disasters survived, 
providences understood only afterward, and funerals that forced eternity into focus. He 
should be harder to impress and harder to frighten. He knows money comes and goes, 
applause evaporates, trends die, bodies change, and Christ remains. That is not cynicism. 
That is perspective purchased with years. 

Conclusion 

Growing older requires surrender because time removes things without asking permission. 
Strength changes. Faces change. Family structures change. Careers end. Children grow. 
Loved ones depart. Abilities narrow. There is nothing spiritual about pretending those 
losses do not hurt. Ecclesiastes is honest enough to describe difficult days, and Paul is 
honest enough to say the outward man perishes. Christianity does not require an older 
believer to put on a grin and call every loss delightful. It does require him to refuse the 
conclusion that loss has made God less faithful. 

Yesterday was a gift, but it is no longer an assignment. You cannot parent children who are 
still five years old when they are now adults. You cannot return to the old neighborhood 
simply by closing your eyes. You cannot recover your younger body by resenting the present 
one. You cannot keep parents alive by replaying memories. Honor what was. Thank God for 
it. Grieve what is gone when grief is appropriate. But then turn around and face forward. 
The same God who wrote the chapters you loved has not abandoned the book because the 
plot changed. 

Do not spend the final portion of life mourning so loudly over what has disappeared that 
you miss what remains. There are still prayers to pray, people to encourage, Scriptures to 
learn, truth to defend, younger believers to help, sins to resist, gratitude to offer, and a 
Saviour to serve. Gray hair is not God’s termination notice. Weak knees do not cancel 
spiritual duty. The mirror may report decay; the Bible reports renewal. “Though our outward 
man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day.” Let the body age. Let the calendar 
move. Let yesterday remain yesterday. Christ is ahead, not behind, and the believer who 
understands that can grow older without spending the rest of his life trying to walk 
backward. 



10 of 10 — Contentment — Rich Without Getting Everything You Want 

“As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet 
possessing all things.” (2 Corinthians 6:10) 

Paul wrote a sentence that would make the advertising industry break out in hives: “as 
having nothing, and yet possessing all things.” The world cannot understand that kind of 
arithmetic because the world counts wealth by addition. Add another house, another 
account, another title, another vehicle, another possession, another experience, another 
achievement, another zero, and perhaps the man will finally become rich. Scripture turns 
the calculator upside down. Paul could have little in his hand and everything that mattered 
in Christ. He could be sorrowful without surrendering joy, poor without becoming spiritually 
bankrupt, and deprived without becoming empty. That does not mean possessions are evil 
or deprivation is holy. It means the inventory of a Christian’s life cannot be taken with a 
clipboard in the garage. Some of the poorest men on earth own buildings, land, 
investments, and collections while being too hungry inside to enjoy any of them. 

Contentment is the freedom to desire something without becoming enslaved to the desire. 
That is the lesson running through this entire subject. A Christian may want a better house, 
stronger health, improved income, fruitful ministry, marriage, children, advancement, 
relief, opportunity, or another season of life without making any of those things lord. The 
danger begins when the heart says, “Until I get this, life cannot be good.” At that moment 
the desired thing stops being a blessing and starts becoming a ransom demand. Peace is 
taken hostage. Gratitude is suspended. Obedience is postponed. God is informed that His 
present provision is insufficient until He supplies the missing piece. The object may be 
completely lawful, but the throne it has occupied is not. A good desire can become a cruel 
master if you hand it the keys to your happiness. 

The world offers a treadmill disguised as a staircase. It tells you to keep climbing, but the 
scenery hardly changes because the finish line moves every time you approach it. Earn 
more, buy more, upgrade more, compare more, improve more, travel more, achieve more, 
acquire more, and then—just beyond the next purchase, promotion, milestone, 
relationship, or breakthrough—peace is supposedly waiting with its arms folded. It is an old 
lie with new packaging. Christ offers something the marketplace cannot sell because if it 
could sell it, the marketplace would destroy its own business model: sufficiency. The man 
who knows Christ is enough can still own things, enjoy things, build things, and improve 
things, but things no longer tell him whether life is worth living. That man is rich before the 
receipt prints. 

1. Real Wealth Begins Where Possessions Stop Defining the Man 



Christ said, “a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he 
possesseth” (Luke 12:15). That statement is so simple that modern civilization has spent 
enormous effort pretending it does not understand it. Life does not consist in abundance. A 
larger house can provide more rooms, but it cannot provide more soul. A more expensive 
vehicle can move faster, but it cannot tell you where life is going. A better wardrobe can 
improve appearance while leaving character untouched. Money can buy comfort, 
convenience, medicine, travel, education, privacy, influence, and opportunity, but it cannot 
purchase peace with God, eternal life, resurrection, forgiveness, or one additional 
heartbeat after God says time is up. Possessions have useful assignments. Trouble starts 
when we promote them beyond their pay grade. 

Paul’s phrase “having nothing, and yet possessing all things” exposes the difference 
between ownership and wealth. A Christian possesses Christ, eternal life, the Holy Spirit, 
the word of God, access to the throne of grace, an incorruptible inheritance, and a future 
that does not end at a cemetery. He is “blessed with all spiritual blessings in heavenly 
places in Christ” (Ephesians 1:3). That does not mean his earthly bank account is 
irrelevant; bills are real, food costs money, and stewardship matters. It means the deepest 
assets of the believer cannot be repossessed by an economic downturn. A man can lose a 
job and still have Christ. He can lose property and still have Christ. He can lose physical 
strength and still have Christ. The world calls that loss. Heaven checks the eternal account 
and says the principal remains untouched. 

The tragedy is that many Christians possess eternal riches while living as though they were 
spiritually homeless because somebody else has newer furniture. That is what comparison 
does when it enters the heart with muddy boots. It makes temporal differences look larger 
than eternal realities. The believer forgets that he has been redeemed by the blood of 
Christ because the neighbor has a swimming pool. He forgets that his name is written in 
heaven because somebody else has a better title on earth. That is not merely foolish; it is 
grotesque arithmetic. The saved man who envies the lost man’s possessions is like a prince 
jealous because a prisoner has a shinier spoon. 

2. Consumer Christianity Turns God Into a Supplier 

The spirit of consumer culture has not stopped at the church door. It has learned religious 
vocabulary, polished its shoes, and found a seat near the front. Consumer Christianity 
approaches God the way a shopper approaches a store: “What can You offer me?” The 
measure of spiritual success becomes comfort, improvement, promotion, health, financial 
increase, emotional satisfaction, and fulfillment of personal plans. God becomes the 
Supplier, the believer the customer, prayer the order form, and blessing the expected 
delivery. If something is delayed, the customer begins wondering whether another religious 



outlet offers faster shipping. That is not discipleship. That is commercialism carrying a 
Bible. 

Scripture gives the opposite picture. The believer is not the customer; he is “bought with a 
price” (1 Corinthians 6:20). He belongs to Christ. The cross did not recruit God into fulfilling 
our dream board. It redeemed sinners from hell, placed them in Christ, and called them to 
walk worthy of the vocation wherewith they were called. Christianity is not God helping us 
construct the life we would have chosen without Him. It is God saving us, owning us, 
teaching us, correcting us, and conforming us to Christ. Somewhere along the way, 
modern religion turned “Lord” into a job title with very little authority attached to it. 
Scripture puts the authority back. 

This consumer spirit also corrupts gratitude because every blessing becomes a product 
that needs upgrading. The sermon was good, but another church has better music. The 
church is faithful, but another has more programs. The Bible is enough, but someone wants 
a newer revelation to make things exciting. The marriage is sound, but there must be 
something more thrilling. The house serves well, but the kitchen is eight years out of 
fashion and apparently civilization cannot continue under such oppression. Consumerism 
survives by making yesterday’s blessing feel like today’s burden. Biblical contentment 
breaks the spell by saying, “I can enjoy improvement without despising what God has 
already provided.” 

3. Prosperity Religion Confuses Blessing With Accumulation 

Prosperity religion takes the natural greed of fallen flesh, puts a verse on it, and calls the 
result faith. It teaches people to view material abundance as the expected badge of divine 
favor and hardship as evidence that something went wrong spiritually. But Paul had no 
trouble describing himself as “poor” while making many rich. He did not look at deprivation 
and conclude that God had misplaced his apostolic credentials. He knew the difference 
between earthly abundance and spiritual wealth. That distinction demolishes the idea that 
Christianity can be measured by square footage, wardrobe price, account size, or 
automobile trim level. 

First Timothy 6 warns that some suppose “gain is godliness” and then says, “from such 
withdraw thyself” (1 Timothy 6:5). That verse ought to be printed over the entrance to every 
pulpit where material increase is marketed as proof of spirituality. Paul does not say gain is 
godliness. He says “godliness with contentment is great gain” (1 Timothy 6:6). The adjective 
changes everything. The gain is not merely what enters the pocket; it is what happens to 
the heart when godliness and contentment walk together. A man may gain money and lose 



peace. He may gain property and lose his family. He may gain followers and lose humility. 
He may gain the world and lose his soul. Not every increase belongs in the profit column. 

The prosperity gospel is especially cruel because it makes suffering people pay twice. They 
endure the burden, then somebody tells them the burden proves defective faith. Paul had a 
thorn he could not pray away. Timothy had often infirmities. Epaphroditus nearly died. 
Trophimus was left sick. Evidently the early Church had not yet discovered the secret 
formula being sold in conference packages today. Scripture is tougher and kinder than that 
nonsense. It tells believers that God may deliver, may provide, may heal, may enlarge, and 
may also give sufficient grace while the circumstance remains. God’s goodness is not on 
trial every time the bank balance falls or the body hurts. 

4. Comparison Makes a Rich Man Feel Poor 

A man can own more than he once dreamed of and still feel deprived after looking at 
somebody else’s life for ten minutes. That is the poison of comparison. Paul called those 
“comparing themselves among themselves” unwise (2 Corinthians 10:12). Comparison 
has an astonishing ability to erase blessings without physically removing anything. The 
house stays the same. The salary stays the same. The spouse stays the same. The children 
stay the same. The ministry stays the same. Then another person’s photograph enters the 
picture, and suddenly what was once evidence of God’s goodness becomes evidence of 
supposed neglect. Comparison can bankrupt gratitude without touching the bank account. 

The reason is simple: comparison moves the standard from God’s provision to another 
person’s portion. Once that happens, abundance becomes relative. A man making twice 
what he once made can feel poor beside somebody making three times more. A preacher 
reaching thousands can feel insignificant because someone else reaches millions. A family 
can return from a wonderful vacation and become dissatisfied while looking at 
photographs of somebody else’s trip. Envy has never met a number it could not make 
smaller. Give it ten, and it notices twenty. Give it twenty, and it notices fifty. Give it fifty, and 
it asks who has a hundred. The flesh does not want enough. It wants more than the next 
fellow. 

Contentment destroys that measuring system by returning the believer to stewardship. 
“What is that to thee? follow thou me” (John 21:22). Christ’s words to Peter remain one of 
the cleanest answers ever given to comparison. Somebody else’s assignment is God’s 
business. Yours is obedience. You do not need their marriage, income, body, audience, 
house, gifts, children, influence, or opportunities to be faithful with what God put into your 
hands. Another man’s blessing is not theft from your portion. Heaven does not run out 
because somebody else received something first. 



5. Restless Ambition Can Build a Kingdom and Lose the Man 

Ambition is not automatically sinful. Paul pressed toward the mark. Timothy was told to 
give himself wholly to ministry so his profiting would appear to all. Christians may work, 
build, learn, improve, plan, develop, create, save, invest, strengthen, and pursue lawful 
goals. The problem is not motion. The problem is mastery. Restless ambition turns every 
achievement into a temporary platform for the next demand. The degree is earned, but 
another credential is needed. The business grows, but now it must double. The book 
publishes, but sales must increase. The ministry expands, but another ministry is larger. 
Success becomes a staircase that never reaches a floor. 

Christ told of a rich fool whose ground brought forth plentifully. His response was to build 
greater barns and tell his soul that abundant goods guaranteed ease (Luke 12:16-20). The 
man was not condemned for successful farming. He was condemned for being “not rich 
toward God” (Luke 12:21). His entire life pointed inward: my fruits, my barns, my goods, my 
soul. He had accumulated more than enough grain and not enough wisdom to understand 
that his soul could not eat wheat. That is the tragedy of ambition without eternity. A man 
can become highly successful at something that will not matter five minutes after death. 

Godly ambition, by contrast, works hard without demanding that visible results prove 
personal worth. It can succeed without swelling and fail without collapsing. It seeks 
excellence because stewardship matters, not because applause provides oxygen. The 
Christian can build something substantial while remembering that every earthly structure 
is temporary. He can pursue opportunity while saying, “If the Lord will” (James 4:15). He 
can press forward without being chased by the terror of never being enough. Contentment 
does not kill ambition. It puts a bridle on it so ambition serves instead of rides the man into 
the ground. 

6. One Missing Piece Is Not the Meaning of Your Life 

Many people organize their entire emotional life around one missing thing. If only they were 
married. If only they had children. If only the child returned. If only the body healed. If only 
the ministry grew. If only the business succeeded. If only the debt disappeared. If only the 
opportunity opened. The missing thing may be legitimate, painful, and deeply desired. 
Scripture does not mock those longings. But it does forbid them from becoming gods. Paul 
asked for his thorn to depart and received instead the answer, “My grace is sufficient for 
thee” (2 Corinthians 12:9). God did not tell Paul the thorn was imaginary. He told him grace 
was sufficient while the thorn remained. 

There is an important spiritual line between “I deeply want this” and “I cannot live faithfully 
without this.” The first is desire. The second is bondage. Once the missing piece becomes 



necessary before gratitude, joy, obedience, or worship can continue, it has taken authority 
it was never given. A good thing can become an idol more easily than a wicked thing 
because good things arrive with respectable explanations. Marriage is good. Children are 
good. Health is good. Fruitful ministry is good. Financial stability is good. But none is God. 
The moment a blessing becomes more necessary than the Blesser, the heart has quietly 
replaced the altar. 

Contentment says, “I may still ask. I may still work. I may still hope. I may still grieve. But I 
will not make this one unanswered desire the judge of my entire life.” That is spiritual 
maturity. The man no longer reduces every blessing God has given to a footnote beneath 
one missing item. He does not stand in a warehouse of mercy staring at the one empty 
shelf. He recognizes that loss can hurt without defining everything, absence can remain 
without owning everything, and longing can continue without becoming lordship. That is 
freedom. 

7. Christ Is the Riches the World Cannot Sell 

The center of Christian contentment is not minimalism, simplicity, budgeting, stoicism, 
positive thinking, or learning to need less. Those things may have practical value, but none 
is the heart of the doctrine. The center is Christ. Paul could say, “For to me to live is Christ” 
(Philippians 1:21). That is the sentence that makes contentment possible. If life is Christ, 
then earthly additions remain additions. They may beautify the journey, ease burdens, 
create opportunities, and bring real enjoyment, but they cannot become the foundation. 
Christ is already there. 

The believer’s riches are therefore anchored beyond the reach of earthly loss. He is justified 
by faith, accepted in the beloved, sealed with the Holy Spirit, seated in heavenly places in 
Christ, and promised an inheritance “incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away” (1 Peter 1:4). A recession cannot touch that inheritance. Cancer cannot repossess it. 
Age cannot depreciate it. A thief cannot steal it. A lawsuit cannot seize it. A disappointed 
dream cannot cancel it. Earthly wealth is useful precisely because it is temporary. Eternal 
wealth is glorious because it cannot be made temporary. 

That gives the Christian liberty to enjoy blessings without fearing their departure as though 
departure meant destruction. He can enjoy the house because the house is not heaven. He 
can enjoy money because money is not security. He can enjoy success because success is 
not identity. He can enjoy marriage because a spouse is not a saviour. He can enjoy health 
because the body is not eternal in its present form. He can enjoy ministry fruit because 
numbers are not the final judgment. Contentment does not make earthly gifts smaller. It 



puts them in the right frame. A gift becomes far easier to enjoy when you stop demanding 
that it be God. 

Conclusion 

Real wealth is not finally getting everything you want. That day never comes. The flesh is too 
inventive. Give it one answer and it writes another request before the ink dries. Give it one 
mountain and it starts measuring the next. The world knows this and builds industries 
around it. Keep the customer hungry. Keep the believer comparing. Keep the worker 
climbing. Keep the buyer upgrading. Keep the heart believing that peace is just one 
acquisition away. But contentment steps off the treadmill and says, “Enough.” Not because 
nothing else would be enjoyable, not because improvement is wrong, not because desire 
has died, but because desire no longer owns the man. 

Paul could be “as having nothing, and yet possessing all things” because his wealth was 
not located where circumstances could confiscate it. That is the final lesson. Contentment 
does not require poverty, and prosperity does not prevent it. Singleness cannot destroy it. 
Marriage cannot create it. Health cannot guarantee it. Sickness cannot erase it. Youth 
cannot manufacture it. Age cannot remove it. Ministry size cannot measure it. Consumer 
goods cannot package it. It is learned when the believer discovers that Christ remains 
sufficient through gain and loss, answered prayer and unanswered prayer, abundance and 
need, strength and weakness, applause and obscurity. 

A man may own half the world and still be poor enough to envy his neighbor. Another may 
possess very little and sleep like a king because nothing he lacks has permission to rule 
him. That is wealth the world does not understand. Work hard. Build wisely. Improve what 
should be improved. Enjoy what God gives. Pray for what you lack. Pursue lawful 
opportunities. Grieve real losses. But never hand one missing thing the throne of your 
heart. You do not have to possess everything you desire to possess what matters most. If 
Christ is yours, eternity is secure, grace is sufficient, and the heart has learned to say, “I 
may not have everything I want, but I am not poor.” 

 

 

Conclusion — Contentment — Rich Without Getting Everything You Want 

Contentment is not the consolation prize God hands to people who failed to acquire 
enough. It is not what a Christian settles for when the larger house never came, the 
promotion went elsewhere, the body weakened, the prayer remained unanswered, the 
ministry stayed smaller than expected, or the calendar carried him farther from youth than 



he intended to travel. Contentment is spiritual wealth. Paul said, “godliness with 
contentment is great gain” (1 Timothy 6:6), and that word “gain” overturns the world’s 
bookkeeping. The world adds houses, accounts, accomplishments, possessions, titles, 
followers, applause, and experiences, then declares the total wealth. God can take a man 
with far less, put Christ at the center of him, remove the tyranny of covetousness, and call 
that man richer than somebody who owns half the county but cannot sleep because the 
other fellow owns the better half. Heaven does not need Wall Street to explain prosperity. 

The whole matter comes down to one question: What has permission to control your 
peace? If peace disappears whenever money tightens, money has too much authority. If 
another person’s success destroys your gratitude, comparison has too much authority. If 
one unanswered prayer makes God’s goodness doubtful, the desired answer has too much 
authority. If aging makes life seem meaningless because youth is gone, yesterday has too 
much authority. If a small ministry makes you feel useless because somebody else has a 
larger one, numbers have too much authority. Contentment puts these things back in their 
proper seats. Money may be useful. Health may be desirable. Success may be welcomed. 
Marriage may be cherished. Opportunity may be pursued. But none of them belongs on the 
throne. There is only one throne in the Christian life, and the furniture starts breaking 
whenever we try putting two occupants on it. 

Paul said, “I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content” (Philippians 
4:11). After everything considered in this series, that word “learned” ought to stand taller 
than it did at the beginning. Contentment is not instinctive. The flesh does not wake up one 
morning and announce that it has finally decided enough is enough. The flesh wakes up 
asking what is next. It compares, counts, remembers what it lacks, exaggerates what 
somebody else has, and then sends the bill to God. Contentment must be taught by 
Scripture, reinforced by experience, and practiced when circumstances refuse to 
cooperate. Sometimes the lesson arrives through abundance. Sometimes through need. 
Sometimes through waiting. Sometimes through pain. Sometimes through getting what you 
wanted and discovering it was too small to carry the weight you placed on it. God has many 
classrooms, and some of them charge tuition in disappointment. 

We learned that covetousness does not always walk into the room wearing a burglar’s 
mask. Often it wears business clothes and calls itself improvement. It says, “One more 
raise.” “One more upgrade.” “One better house.” “One more achievement.” “One larger 
platform.” “One more thing, and then I will rest.” But “more” is a crooked salesman. It never 
intends to let you rest because its livelihood depends upon keeping you dissatisfied. 
Hebrews says, “be content with such things as ye have,” and then gives the reason: “for he 
hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5). God answers 



covetousness with His presence. He does not say, “I promise you will eventually own 
enough.” He says, “You have Me.” If that answer sounds insufficient, the problem is not that 
Christ is too small. The appetite has become too large. 

We learned that comparison can turn a blessing into a burden without changing the 
blessing at all. Your house did not shrink because somebody else built a larger one. Your 
marriage did not weaken because another couple posted a beautiful photograph. Your 
children did not become less precious because somebody else’s child won an award. Your 
ministry did not become worthless because another preacher reaches more people. Paul 
said those “comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise” (2 Corinthians 10:12). 
Comparison is a crooked ruler held by a restless hand. It measures your entire life against 
another person’s visible advantage while conveniently ignoring his hidden battles, different 
calling, different burdens, and different stewardship. God never asked you to win 
somebody else’s race. He asked you to be faithful in the lane He marked with your name. 

We learned that poverty and prosperity are both examinations. The poor man is tempted to 
accuse God; the rich man is tempted to forget Him. The first says, “If God loved me, I would 
have more.” The second quietly begins living as though, because he has more, he no longer 
needs God. Paul knew both how “to be abased” and “how to abound” (Philippians 4:12). 
That is harder than it looks. It takes grace to remain thankful when the cupboard is thin, and 
it takes grace to remain humble when the cupboard is full. Poverty is not holiness, and 
prosperity is not proof of divine approval. Money is a tool. Give it a job, not a throne. A 
Christian ought to be able to sit at an empty table without cursing heaven and at a loaded 
table without acting as though he provided the rain, soil, strength, opportunity, health, 
breath, and heartbeat that put the food there. 

We learned that contentment is not laziness. The same Paul who preached contentment 
said, “if any would not work, neither should he eat” (2 Thessalonians 3:10). Scripture leaves 
very little room for the fellow who neglects responsibility and then calls the wreckage 
providence. A Christian may pursue education, improve his finances, develop skills, 
strengthen his marriage, care for his body, build a business, expand a ministry, and correct 
bad habits without becoming covetous. Contentment does not forbid progress; it forbids 
progress from becoming god. You can climb without worshipping the ladder. You can build 
without needing the building to tell you who you are. You can seek improvement without 
despising the condition from which you started. The lazy man who calls inactivity 
“contentment” is simply lying down in a ditch and giving the ditch a Bible name. 

We learned that some prayers do not receive the answer we wanted. That lesson cuts 
deeper than discussions about money because it reaches places no paycheck can repair. 
Paul asked three times for the thorn to depart, and Christ said, “My grace is sufficient for 



thee” (2 Corinthians 12:9). There are times when God changes the circumstance and times 
when He changes what the circumstance is allowed to do to you. There are doors that may 
remain shut, relationships that may never become what you hoped, bodies that may not 
recover completely, children that may not follow the script, and desires that may remain 
unanswered. You may continue praying. You may continue hoping. You may continue using 
every lawful means available. But you must never tell God, “Until You give me this, You are 
not enough.” The missing thing can hurt without becoming holy. It can remain wanted 
without becoming worshipped. 

We learned that no earthly station is free of its own burden. Singleness has liberties and 
loneliness. Marriage has companionship and responsibility. Employment has stability and 
frustration. Leadership has influence and pressure. Small ministry has limitations and 
simplicity. Large ministry has reach and headaches large enough to require their own 
mailbox. The flesh stands in one condition imagining peace lives in the other. Paul says, 
“Let every man abide in the same calling wherein he was called” (1 Corinthians 7:20), not 
because circumstances must never change, but because obedience does not have to wait 
for them to change. You do not need another life before you can obey God in this one. The 
Christian who continually waits for ideal conditions will eventually discover that ideal 
conditions died waiting for him. 

We learned that the body can weaken without the inward man becoming poor. Scripture 
does not insult suffering believers by pretending pain is imaginary. Timothy had “often 
infirmities” (1 Timothy 5:23). Epaphroditus was “sick nigh unto death” (Philippians 2:27). 
Paul carried a thorn he could not pray away. The prosperity preacher may find those verses 
inconvenient, but the Holy Ghost apparently did not consult his programming schedule. 
Christians get sick. Bodies break. Strength fades. Medicine has limits. Prayer does not 
become fraudulent because healing is delayed or denied. Paul gave us the proper balance: 
“though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day” (2 Corinthians 
4:16). The body may send bad news while the soul keeps receiving fresh grace. That is not 
defeat. That is a treasure in an earthen vessel proving the treasure was never the pottery. 

We learned that age forces a man to stop pretending this world is permanent. Strength 
changes. Faces change. Children grow. Parents depart. Opportunities narrow. The calendar 
becomes increasingly rude about moving without permission. Yet aging is not God’s 
announcement that usefulness has ended. Gray hair is not heaven’s termination notice. 
The believer may no longer run as fast, work as long, travel as easily, or recover as quickly, 
but he can possess something youth cannot purchase: decades of evidence that God kept 
His word. Nostalgia becomes dangerous only when yesterday is allowed to rob today. “Say 
not thou, What is the cause that the former days were better than these?” (Ecclesiastes 



7:10). The God who was faithful when you were twenty-five did not become less faithful 
because you became seventy-five. Christ is still ahead. Resurrection is still ahead. The best 
thing awaiting the believer is not a return to youth. It is glorification. 

And all of these lessons bring us back to Paul’s astonishing words: “as having nothing, and 
yet possessing all things” (2 Corinthians 6:10). That is Christianity standing in front of 
materialism and refusing to be impressed. Paul had discovered riches no thief could steal, 
no economy could inflate away, no illness could consume, no aging process could weaken, 
and no grave could keep. He had Christ. He had eternal life. He had the Holy Spirit. He had 
promises anchored in heaven. He had an incorruptible inheritance. He had resurrection 
ahead. The world can look at that man and say, “He does not have much.” Heaven looks at 
him and says, “You have not counted correctly.” 

This does not mean Christians should become suspicious of every earthly blessing. Enjoy 
what God gives you. There is no virtue in making life ugly on purpose. Eat the meal with 
thanksgiving. Live in the house gratefully. Drive the vehicle without apologizing for it. Build 
the business honestly. Take the trip. Celebrate the accomplishment. Love your family. Save 
money. Give money. Use money. Improve what can be improved. There is no holiness in 
acting miserable around the blessings of God. The danger is never enjoyment itself. The 
danger is dependence. Hold every temporal gift with enough gratitude to enjoy it and 
enough looseness to survive if it leaves. The safest blessing is the one you can thank God 
for without confusing it with God. 

The world says a rich man is somebody who possesses much. Scripture shows a richer 
man: somebody who cannot be possessed by what he possesses. That man can have 
money without trusting money. He can have success without needing applause. He can 
have influence without becoming drunk on visibility. He can endure obscurity without 
becoming bitter. He can receive blessing without believing God owes him another one. He 
can lose something without losing himself. He can watch another person prosper without 
turning green inside. He can hear “no” from heaven and still say God is good. He can grow 
old without spending every remaining day mourning youth. He can hurt without deciding 
Christ has abandoned him. You cannot buy that kind of wealth because the entire 
commercial system is built upon making sure you never discover it exists. 

So the final question is not, “Do you have everything you wanted?” Nobody does. The 
question is, “Does what you do not have own you?” Is there one thing whose absence has 
become the organizing principle of your life? One unanswered prayer? One financial goal? 
One relationship? One opportunity? One physical condition? One achievement? One 
regret? One season you cannot recover? If so, bring it down from the throne. You may 
continue wanting it. You may continue praying about it. You may continue working toward it 



where Scripture permits. But stop making it the price God must pay before you will call Him 
sufficient. No created thing deserves that authority. 

Contentment does not say, “I have everything.” It says, “I have enough in Christ to keep 
everything else in its proper place.” It does not kill desire; it dethrones desire. It does not 
forbid ambition; it puts ambition on a leash. It does not deny suffering; it refuses to let 
suffering rewrite theology. It does not glorify poverty; it refuses to worship prosperity. It 
does not erase the past; it refuses to live there. It does not promise that every prayer will 
receive the answer requested; it promises that grace can remain sufficient when the 
answer does not come. Contentment is not the absence of desire. It is the presence of a 
greater treasure. 

And there is the wealth worth carrying out of this series: Christ is enough before the raise 
comes, enough before the healing comes, enough before the relationship changes, enough 
before the ministry grows, enough before the account increases, enough before 
circumstances improve, and enough if some of those things never happen at all. “For to me 
to live is Christ” (Philippians 1:21). Once that becomes more than a verse repeated from 
memory, the chains begin falling off. The world can still advertise. The flesh can still desire. 
People can still compare. Circumstances can still change. But none of them gets the final 
word. 

You may never get everything you want. Thank God you do not have to. Some desires would 
have ruined you if God had granted them. Some delays protected you. Some losses taught 
you. Some closed doors redirected you. Some weaknesses humbled you. Some 
unanswered prayers drove you closer to Christ than a quick answer ever would have. And 
some blessings you begged for eventually became so ordinary that you almost forgot you 
once begged for them. That alone ought to teach us something about appetite. The heart 
that thinks happiness is hiding behind the next door will keep running hallways forever. 

Better to stop running and learn what Paul learned. “I have learned, in whatsoever state I 
am, therewith to be content.” Not because every state is pleasant. Not because pain stops 
hurting. Not because loss stops mattering. Not because ambition disappears. But because 
Christ remains Christ in every state. He is there in abundance and need, strength and 
weakness, youth and age, answered prayer and unanswered prayer, visibility and obscurity, 
gain and loss. Circumstances change uniforms. Christ does not change. 

That is contentment: not finally getting everything you want, but becoming rich enough in 
Christ that what you lack no longer owns you. The world may never understand a man who 
can say that. It understands accumulation, appetite, upgrades, comparisons, and endless 
chasing. Let it keep its treadmill. The Christian has something better. He can work without 



worshipping work, own without being owned, desire without being dominated, grieve 
without being destroyed, and wait without accusing God. He can have little and still 
possess much. He can have much and still bow low. He can lose what cannot be kept and 
hold fast to what cannot be lost. 

“As having nothing, and yet possessing all things.” That is not poverty talking. That is a rich 
man speaking in a language this world has forgotten. 

 

 

 


