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Introduction 

2 Corinthians Lists of Sevens 

Second Corinthians is not a book for people who think Christianity is supposed to be 
padded, polished, painless, and perpetually photogenic. It is a book written out of 
pressure. Paul writes with scars on his back, enemies at his heels, false apostles 
whispering in Corinth, loyal brethren standing beside him, a thorn still in his flesh, and 
enough spiritual experience behind him to know that God does some of His deepest work 
after human strength has already run out of speeches. The epistle moves through affliction, 
comfort, forgiveness, conscience, reconciliation, separation, giving, false teachers, 
spiritual warfare, apostolic authority, weakness, suffering, heavenly revelation, self-
examination, restoration, fellowship, and grace. It does not show Christianity in a 
showroom window. It shows Christianity out on the road where the tires wear down, the 
weather turns bad, the passengers complain, and the driver still has to know where he is 
going. 

That is exactly why 2 Corinthians Lists of Sevens was created. This book takes every verse 
in Second Corinthians and forces us to slow down long enough to notice what is actually 
sitting there. Instead of reading a chapter, nodding at the familiar verses, and passing over 
the rest like telephone poles beside the highway, every verse receives its own unique 
seven-point study. There are 257 verses in Second Corinthians, which means this book 
contains 1,799 individual teaching points drawn from the text. That is not intended to turn 
the Bible into a bag of clever sayings. It is intended to demonstrate just how much truth can 
be sitting inside a single verse when the reader stops rushing and starts looking. The 
trouble with many Bible readers is not that the Book says too little; it is that they are 
moving too fast to hear how much it says. 

The title “Lists of Sevens” describes the structure, but it does not limit the substance. Each 
verse is given a unique title and seven concise truths, lessons, warnings, contrasts, 
doctrinal observations, ministry principles, practical applications, or spiritual realities that 
naturally arise from that verse. No two verses are treated as though they were merely 
copies of each other. Every verse has its own setting, wording, emphasis, doctrinal weight, 
and place in Paul’s argument. The seven points are short enough to remember, teach, 
mark, share, preach, or use as study prompts, but substantial enough to send the serious 
student back into the verse with a sharper eye. This is not a substitute for verse-by-verse 
commentary. It is a companion to it—a way of turning detailed exposition into 
concentrated Bible-study ammunition. 



Second Corinthians is particularly suited to this kind of treatment because Paul is 
constantly building arguments one line at a time. A single verse may contain doctrine about 
the believer’s standing, another may expose the heart of true ministry, another may 
distinguish godly sorrow from worldly sorrow, another may uncover the tactics of false 
apostles, and another may show how grace works through weakness. Paul rarely wastes a 
word, and the Holy Ghost certainly does not. When he says, “For we walk by faith, not by 
sight” (2 Corinthians 5:7), that is not a decorative religious slogan fit for a coffee mug. It 
sits inside an argument about mortality, the absent body, the presence of the Lord, the 
judgment seat of Christ, and the eternal perspective of Christian ministry. A verse becomes 
more powerful when it is allowed to keep its neighborhood. 

That is one of the guiding principles of this book: context governs meaning. The seven 
observations under each verse are not meant to be seven excuses for dragging the verse 
into unrelated territory. The goal is to draw out what the verse is actually doing in the 
chapter, the epistle, and Pauline doctrine. A Bible can be made to support almost anything 
after enough verses have been kidnapped from their contexts. Religious error has been 
running that business for centuries. The cure is not less Bible but more careful Bible. Read 
what comes before. Read what follows. Notice who is speaking, to whom, about what, and 
under what doctrinal circumstances. A verse without context can become a loaded gun 
in the hands of a man who does not know which direction the barrel is pointing. 

Why Seven? 

There is nothing mystical in this book about the number seven. The Bible certainly uses 
seven repeatedly and significantly, but this format is not claiming that every verse secretly 
contains exactly seven divinely inspired subdivisions. The purpose is disciplined study. 
Seven is enough to force the reader beyond the first obvious observation without producing 
a list so long that the verse disappears beneath the notes. The structure asks a simple 
question every time: What else is here? The first point may be obvious. The second may 
require context. The third may expose doctrine. The fourth may reveal a contrast. The fifth 
may connect with another passage. The sixth may show practical application. The seventh 
may bring the verse to a memorable conclusion. 

That discipline matters because many people stop studying when they recognize the 
vocabulary. They read “My grace is sufficient for thee” and think they have finished 
because they have heard the verse before. But why was grace given instead of removal? 
Why did weakness become the setting for strength? Why did Paul glory in infirmities? What 
does the thorn teach about prayer? What does it correct about prosperity preaching? What 
does it teach about dependence upon Christ? How does it distinguish true weakness from 



irresponsibility? Suddenly one familiar verse becomes a theological workshop instead of a 
refrigerator magnet. 

Lists also expose whether we have actually understood the text. It is easy to say, “That is a 
good verse.” It is harder to state seven distinct things the verse teaches without repeating 
yourself. That pressure is useful. It forces precision. It separates interpretation from vague 
religious admiration. A man has not necessarily studied a verse because he underlined 
it in three colours. Sometimes the ink has gone deeper into the paper than the truth 
has gone into the reader. 

A Book Built For The King James Bible Student 

Every study in this volume is built upon the King James Bible. The wording matters. The 
pronouns matter. The tense matters. The distinctions matter. The doctrinal vocabulary 
matters. We do not begin with the assumption that the Holy Ghost somehow got the 
general idea across but needs modern scholarship to finish the sentence. Bible study 
begins by believing that the words on the page deserve to be taken seriously. 

Second Corinthians contains words that modern religion frequently weakens, alters, or 
explains away: reconciliation, righteousness, sanctification, reprobates, infirmities, 
consolation, sufficiency, simplicity, separation, edification, perfection, communion. 
Those words carry doctrinal freight. Change the wording carelessly and you can change the 
connections the Holy Ghost built across Scripture. That is why the King James Bible is not 
treated here as raw material waiting to be corrected by every man who owns a lexicon and 
enough confidence to intimidate a Sunday school class. 

The method remains simple: read the text, believe the text, compare Scripture with 
Scripture, keep verses in context, and rightly divide the word of truth. Second Timothy 
2:15 does not tell the Bible student merely to admire Scripture. It says, “Study to shew 
thyself approved unto God... rightly dividing the word of truth.” That means distinctions 
must be preserved. Israel is not the Church. Law is not grace. Salvation is not service. 
Standing is not state. Justification is not reward. The judgment seat of Christ is not the great 
white throne. Apostolic authority is not a blank cheque for every modern preacher who 
wants people to obey his personal preferences. Right division does not mutilate the 
Bible; it prevents men from sewing together things God deliberately kept distinct. 

How This Book Can Be Used For Personal Bible Study 

The first and most obvious use of this book is personal study. Read one verse in your King 
James Bible, then read the seven observations attached to it. Do not merely accept the 
points because they are printed here. Look back at the verse. Check the surrounding 
passage. Follow the cross references that come to mind. Ask whether each observation 



can be seen in the text. A good Bible-study book should make you more dependent upon 
Scripture, not more dependent upon the book. 

One verse a day would give the reader nearly nine months of concentrated study in Second 
Corinthians. Two verses a day would move through the book in a little over four months. A 
chapter at a time could provide material for longer sessions. The format is flexible because 
each verse stands as its own compact study while still remaining part of Paul’s unfolding 
argument. A believer can take five minutes with one verse or spend an hour chasing the 
doctrinal trails opened by the seven points. 

The book is especially useful for marking a Bible. Many of the short bold phrases can be 
adapted into two- or three-word notes in the margin. A verse about comfort can be marked 
Divine Consolation. A verse about reconciliation can be marked New Creation. A verse 
about false apostles can be marked Counterfeit Ministry. Over time the pages of Second 
Corinthians begin developing a visible map of the book’s doctrine. A well-marked Bible is 
not impressive because it contains ink; it is useful because the ink helps the reader 
find truth again when he needs it. 

How This Book Can Be Used For Teaching 

Teachers will find enough material here to build hundreds of lessons. Each seven-point list 
can serve as the skeleton of a short Bible lesson. The verse itself becomes the text, the 
unique title becomes the lesson title, and the seven points become the major teaching 
movements. Each point can then be expanded with context, cross references, illustrations, 
doctrine, and application. 

This makes the book particularly useful for Sunday school teachers, Bible institutes, 
homeschool settings, discipleship groups, men’s studies, women’s Bible studies, youth 
classes, family devotions, and small-group teaching. The teacher does not need to invent a 
new structure every week. The structure is already there, but it remains flexible enough to 
be expanded according to the audience. A ten-minute devotional may use three of the 
seven points. A forty-five-minute lesson may develop all seven. A Bible institute teacher 
could spend an entire class on one list. 

The format also helps inexperienced teachers learn how to see structure inside a verse. 
Instead of standing before a class with one sentence of Scripture and wondering what to 
say after reading it, the teacher has seven distinct avenues of exposition. Over time he 
begins seeing those avenues for himself. The best Bible-study material does not merely 
hand a man fish; it teaches him where the fish are hiding in the verse. 

How This Book Can Be Used For Preaching 



Preachers can use these lists as sermon seeds. Not every list is intended to become a 
seven-point sermon, and nobody needs to inflict seven major points on a congregation 
every Sunday merely because the number appears in the title. But nearly every verse 
contains one or more ideas that can be developed into a sermon, sermon introduction, 
doctrinal study, illustration, warning, or concluding application. 

A verse such as 2 Corinthians 4:7 can become a sermon on Treasure in Earthen Vessels. 
Second Corinthians 5:10 can become a message on The Judgment Seat of Christ. Second 
Corinthians 6:14 can become a study of Unequal Yokes. Second Corinthians 11:14 can 
become a warning concerning Satan’s Counterfeit Light. Second Corinthians 12:9 can 
become a message on Sufficient Grace. Second Corinthians 13:5 can become an 
examination of Self-Examination Without Religious Torment. The lists provide angles; the 
preacher supplies the full exposition. 

They can also protect preaching from becoming predictable. When a familiar verse has 
seven carefully distinguished observations, the preacher may discover an angle he has 
never previously developed. That does not mean inventing novelty for novelty’s sake. The 
goal is not to make the Bible sound new; the goal is to notice truths that were there before 
we arrived. There is enough depth in the old Book that a preacher does not need to 
manufacture cleverness to keep it interesting. 

How This Book Can Be Used For Devotions 

Second Corinthians contains some of the strongest devotional material in the New 
Testament, but biblical devotion should never be reduced to warm feelings detached from 
doctrine. The God of all comfort is understood through tribulation. Sufficient grace is 
understood through the thorn. Eternal perspective is understood through affliction. 
Reconciliation is understood through the cross. Christian generosity is understood through 
the grace of Christ. True fellowship is understood through truth and holiness. 

A devotional reader can take one list, read the verse aloud, choose the point that most 
directly addresses his present need, and turn that point into prayer. If the verse exposes 
pride, confess pride. If it teaches endurance, ask for endurance. If it speaks of forgiveness, 
examine relationships. If it warns of deception, test what you believe. If it exalts Christ, 
worship Him. The devotional use of Scripture should lead somewhere beyond emotional 
appreciation. 

The seven-point format also makes excellent family devotion material because it allows 
parents to adapt the depth according to age. Younger children may grasp one or two points. 
Older students can discuss all seven. Parents can ask which point stood out and why. A 



short verse can become a meaningful conversation rather than a hurried reading before 
everybody escapes to another room. 

How This Book Can Be Used For Discipleship 

Second Corinthians is a remarkable discipleship book because it teaches believers how to 
survive real Christianity rather than an idealized version of it. New believers need to know 
that Christians suffer. They need to know that churches can have problems. They need to 
know that preachers can be falsely accused and false preachers can look impressive. They 
need to understand forgiveness, giving, separation, spiritual warfare, grace, service, 
integrity, and maturity. 

The Lists of Sevens provide manageable pieces for discipleship. A mentor can assign 
several verses, discuss the seven lessons from each, and then ask the student to find 
supporting Scriptures. The student is not merely being told what Christians believe; he is 
being trained to see why they believe it from the text. That difference matters. 

Discipleship should eventually produce believers who can stand without being spoon-fed 
forever. Paul’s goal in Second Corinthians 13:9 was “even your perfection”—their 
maturity. Ephesians 4 says ministers exist “for the perfecting of the saints.” The mature 
believer should know how to open his Bible, recognize context, compare verses, detect 
doctrinal error, and articulate what a passage teaches. A ministry that keeps people 
spiritually dependent for life has not discipled them; it has merely trained customers. 

How This Book Can Be Used For Sermon And Essay Development 

Writers will find this volume especially useful as an idea bank. Every verse has seven 
distinct concepts, and many of those concepts can become standalone essays, articles, 
sermon outlines, chart topics, social-media posts, teaching notes, or larger doctrinal 
studies. A single chapter therefore contains dozens of possible directions for future writing. 

That is particularly useful because Second Corinthians covers themes that remain urgently 
relevant: religious celebrity, false apostles, financial accountability, suffering, pastoral 
integrity, spiritual manipulation, reconciliation, doctrinal separation, weakness, prayer, 
self-examination, church conflict, giving, and maturity. The language may be first-century, 
but the flesh has not received a software update. Corinth’s problems still walk through 
church doors wearing modern clothes. 

The seven-point structure can also help a writer avoid vague repetition. If one essay is built 
around Paul’s weakness, another can focus upon the difference between weakness and 
incompetence, another on the thorn, another on Christ’s sufficient grace, another on 
pastoral victory through weak vessels, and another on how Corinth misjudged strength. The 



same chapter contains related truths without every article becoming the same sermon 
reheated in a different pan. 

How This Book Can Be Used For Memorization And Review 

Lists are naturally memorable. Seven short truths attached to one verse give the mind 
hooks upon which doctrine can hang. A student may not remember an entire page of 
commentary, but he can remember a phrase such as Grace Comes First, Truth Outranks 
Reputation, Weak Vessels Carry Treasure, or Authority Exists For Edification. Those 
phrases then call the verse back to mind. 

Teachers can also use the lists for review questions. Cover the seven points and see how 
many can be reconstructed from the verse. Ask students to explain each point in their own 
words. Have them find one supporting passage for every observation. Compare two 
neighboring verses and ask how their lists differ. This turns passive reading into active 
study. 

The format is especially useful before preaching or teaching through Second Corinthians. A 
quick review of the chapter’s lists can refresh the major movements of the text without 
rereading pages of notes. The book becomes an index of concentrated doctrine. 

How This Book Can Be Used Alongside The Verse-by-Verse Commentary 

This volume works especially well beside the complete Second Corinthians Verse-by-
Verse Commentary. The commentary provides detailed exegesis, phrase-by-phrase 
explanation, doctrinal distinctions, KJV cross references, and developed reflections. The 
Lists of Sevens provide concentrated summaries and teaching angles for every individual 
verse. 

Think of the commentary as the workshop and this book as the toolbox. The commentary 
explains why the text means what it means. The lists organize the truths into memorable 
instruments that can be carried into teaching, preaching, study, and discussion. Neither 
needs to replace the other. 

A reader studying 2 Corinthians 12:9, for example, can first read the full commentary on 
Christ’s statement “My grace is sufficient for thee.” He can then turn to the seven-point 
list and review the verse’s central truths in condensed form. The detailed explanation 
deepens understanding; the list strengthens retention. Study digs the well; the list gives 
you a bucket you can carry. 

A Warning Against Turning Lists Into Doctrine 



There is one danger with any outline book: the reader can become more interested in the 
outline than the verse. Do not do that. The seven points are servants. The Bible is the 
authority. If you can remember the title but cannot remember what the verse says, you have 
admired the road sign and forgotten to travel the road. 

Every point must remain subject to the text. Do not build doctrine merely because one 
phrase in a list sounded clever. Compare Scripture with Scripture. Notice context. Preserve 
doctrinal distinctions. If a point opens a question, go study the question. The lists are 
meant to provoke investigation, not terminate it. 

This is especially important because Second Corinthians contains doctrinal passages that 
are frequently mishandled. “The letter killeth” is not an excuse to disregard Scripture. “Be 
ye not unequally yoked” must not become arbitrary separation from every person we 
dislike. “Examine yourselves” must not become perpetual salvation insecurity. “My grace 
is sufficient” must not become an excuse for laziness. “All the saints salute you” does 
not abolish doctrinal separation. The words must remain attached to their contexts. 

The Great Themes Running Through These Seven-Point Studies 

As you move through all 257 verses, certain themes will rise again and again. Comfort 
appears because believers suffer. Integrity appears because ministry is watched. 
Forgiveness appears because saints fail. Reconciliation appears because sinners need 
Christ. Separation appears because truth cannot fellowship with error. Giving appears 
because grace opens the hand. Weakness appears because God refuses to let human 
strength steal His glory. False apostles appear because Satan knows how to wear religious 
clothing. Authority appears because churches require order. Edification appears because 
authority exists to build. Self-examination appears because profession should withstand 
the light. Maturity appears because God never intended spiritual infancy to become a 
permanent address. 

And underneath all those themes stands Jesus Christ. His grace sustains Paul. His death 
reconciles sinners. His resurrection gives eternal perspective. His strength rests upon 
weakness. His gospel establishes the church. His authority commissions the apostle. His 
sufficiency answers the thorn. His truth exposes counterfeit ministers. His grace closes the 
epistle. 

That is what makes Second Corinthians more than a book about Paul’s problems with 
Corinth. It is a revelation of what Christ can do through an earthen vessel in a difficult 
world. Paul is the vessel. Corinth is the classroom. Christ is the lesson. 

The Purpose Of This Book 



The purpose of 2 Corinthians Lists of Sevens is simple: to make the reader look again. 
Look at the verse again. Look at the words again. Look at the context again. Look at the 
doctrine again. Look at the practical application again. Refuse to assume that familiarity 
equals understanding. 

If a verse has been read a hundred times, perhaps the hundred-and-first reading will reveal 
something previously missed. If a chapter feels difficult, seven concise observations per 
verse can begin breaking the argument into understandable pieces. If a teacher needs 
material, the book supplies structure. If a preacher needs a starting point, it supplies 
angles. If a parent needs devotional material, it supplies manageable lessons. If a student 
needs review, it supplies concentrated summaries. 

But the greatest success of this book will not be measured by how many lists somebody 
remembers. It will be measured by whether the lists send people back into the King James 
Bible with greater hunger, greater confidence, sharper discernment, and a better 
understanding of Paul’s second epistle to Corinth. 

Second Corinthians gives us a scarred apostle, a troubled church, counterfeit ministers, 
generous saints, severe warnings, tender comfort, unanswered prayer, sufficient grace, and 
a Lord whose power refuses to depend upon human impressiveness. It teaches us that 
truth can survive opposition, ministry can survive misunderstanding, grace can survive 
weakness, and believers can grow after serious failure. 

There are 257 verses ahead of us. 

There are 1,799 concentrated lessons waiting inside those verses. 

But there is only one Book behind all of them, one gospel at the heart of Paul’s ministry, one 
risen Lord giving the strength, and one final authority by which every point must stand or 
fall. 

So open the King James Bible. 

Read the verse first. 

Then read the seven. 

And when the list is finished, go back and read the verse again. 

Because the list may contain seven lessons, but the Bible contains more truth than 
any list will ever exhaust. 

 

 



Chapter 1 

 

 

2 Corinthians 1:1 – 7 Foundations Of Paul’s Second Corinthian Letter 

1. Paul Stands First – The epistle opens with the apostle’s authority.  

2. Apostleship Is Christ’s – Paul was sent by Jesus Christ, not men.  

3. God’s Will Governs – His ministry rested on divine appointment.  

4. Timothy Stands Brotherly – Paul includes a proven fellowlabourer.  

5. The Church Belongs Godward – Corinth was God’s church, not man’s.  

6. Corinth Needed Correction – A real church in a corrupt city needed truth.  

7. Saints Share Doctrine – The epistle reaches all the saints in Achaia.  

 

2 Corinthians 1:2 – 7 Blessings Of Grace And Peace 

1. Grace Comes First – God’s favour is the ground of all blessing.  

2. Peace Follows Grace – True peace rests on God’s saving work.  

3. Troubled Saints Need Supply – Corinth needed grace after correction.  

4. God Is Father – Believers receive blessing from God our Father.  

5. Christ Is Source – Grace and peace come through the Lord Jesus Christ.  

6. No Law Mixture – Paul blesses them with grace, not religious bondage.  

7. Peace Steadies Churches – God’s peace heals strife and strengthens saints.  

 

2 Corinthians 1:3 – 7 Truths About The God Of Comfort 

1. Bless God First – Paul worships before explaining his trouble.  

2. Christ Reveals The Father – God is known through our Lord Jesus Christ.  

3. Mercies Have A Father – Every true mercy flows from God Himself.  

4. Comfort Has A Source – God is the fountain of all comfort.  



5. Suffering Meets Mercy – Affliction does not outrun God’s compassion.  

6. Comfort Is Not Shallow – God strengthens, steadies, and sustains His saints.  

7. Praise Beats Complaint – Paul blesses God even before describing pressure.  

 

2 Corinthians 1:4 – 7 Purposes For Comforted Saints 

1. God Comforts Personally – He comforts His servants in real tribulation.  

2. Tribulation Has Supply – No trouble is beyond God’s comfort.  

3. Comfort Makes Able – God’s comfort equips believers to help others.  

4. Troubled Saints Need Ministry – Comfort received becomes comfort given.  

5. Experience Gains Weight – Suffering under God makes truth more useful.  

6. Comfort Must Be Shared – God does not comfort us for ourselves alone.  

7. God Gets Glory – The comfort comes from Him, not human strength. 

 

2 Corinthians 1:5 – 7 Truths About Suffering And Consolation 

1. Sufferings Abound – Serving Christ can bring overflowing affliction.  

2. Christ Is Identified – The believer’s trouble is connected to His name.  

3. Comfort Abounds Also – God’s supply rises with the pressure.  

4. Consolation Comes By Christ – Real comfort flows from the Saviour.  

5. Affliction Is Not Abandonment – Trouble does not mean God has left.  

6. Grace Matches The Burden – Christ gives strength equal to the need.  

7. The Cross Comes Before Comfort – Fellowship with Christ includes both.  

2 Corinthians 1:6 – 7 Purposes In Paul’s Affliction 

1. Affliction Served Others – Paul’s trouble became help for the saints.  

2. Comfort Was Shared – His consolation was not kept for himself.  

3. Salvation Is Practical – The verse points to deliverance and endurance.  

4. Endurance Proves Comfort – God’s comfort works by helping saints stand.  



5. Sufferings Were Shared – The Corinthians faced the same kind of pressure.  

6. Ministry Costs Something – True service is often marked by affliction.  

7. God Uses Both – Paul’s suffering and comfort both helped the church.  

 

2 Corinthians 1:7 – 7 Marks Of Stedfast Hope 

1. Hope Remained Firm – Paul did not give up on troubled saints.  

2. Knowledge Anchored Confidence – His hope rested on spiritual truth.  

3. Suffering Had Fellowship – The Corinthians were partakers of affliction.  

4. Comfort Was Certain – Shared suffering would meet shared consolation.  

5. Correction Did Not Cancel Hope – Paul rebuked Corinth without despairing.  

6. God Comforts All Saints – Consolation was not reserved for apostles only.  

7. Trouble Was Not Final – Suffering would not outrun God’s comfort.  

 

2 Corinthians 1:8 – 7 Lessons From Paul’s Trouble In Asia 

1. Brethren Needed Truth – Paul did not want them ignorant of his trouble.  

2. Trouble Was Real – His affliction was not minor or imaginary.  

3. Asia Brought Pressure – Fruitful ministry stirred fierce opposition.  

4. Pressure Exceeded Measure – Paul was crushed beyond ordinary limits.  

5. Strength Was Not Enough – The burden rose above human ability.  

6. Life Seemed Gone – Paul despaired even of living through it.  

7. God Breaks Self-Trust – The trial prepared him to rely on God alone. 

 

2 Corinthians 1:9 – 7 Lessons From The Sentence Of Death 

1. Death Was Felt – Paul saw no answer in himself. 

2. Self-Trust Was Broken – God stripped confidence from the flesh. 

3. God Became Central – The trial forced trust where it belonged. 



4. Resurrection Was Needed – Death pressure required resurrection power. 

5. Weakness Had Purpose – The burden taught deeper dependence. 

6. Confidence Shifted Upward – Paul stopped looking inward for strength. 

7. God Raises The Dead – No death sentence outruns His power. 

 

2 Corinthians 1:10 – 7 Truths About God’s Deliverance 

1. Past Mercy Stands – God had already delivered Paul. 

2. Great Death Bowed – Even severe danger could not defeat God. 

3. Present Help Continues – The Lord still delivers His servants. 

4. Trust Has An Object – Paul’s confidence rested in God Himself. 

5. Future Grace Remains – God would yet deliver according to His will. 

6. Deliverance Has Stages – Past, present, and future are covered. 

7. God Gets Glory – The rescue belonged to Him alone. 

 

2 Corinthians 1:11 – 7 Marks Of Praying Saints 

1. Prayer Helps Ministry – The Corinthians helped Paul by praying. 

2. Saints Labour Together – Prayer joins believers in the battle. 

3. Distance Cannot Stop It – They helped though they were absent. 

4. Many Persons Matter – God used the prayers of many saints. 

5. Deliverance Is Gifted – Paul’s rescue was bestowed by grace. 

6. Answers Require Thanks – Prayer should end in thanksgiving. 

7. God Multiplies Praise – Many prayers became many thanksgivings. 

 

2 Corinthians 1:12 – 7 Marks Of A Clean Ministry 

1. Conscience Testified – Paul’s inward witness was clear. 

2. Rejoicing Was Honest – His joy rested on clean conduct. 



3. Simplicity Ruled – Paul ministered without hidden agendas. 

4. Sincerity Was Godly – His motives stood before the Lord. 

5. Fleshly Wisdom Failed – Carnal methods had no place. 

6. Grace Governed Conduct – God’s grace shaped his walk. 

7. Corinth Saw Proof – His life toward them confirmed his testimony. 

 

2 Corinthians 1:13 – 7 Marks Of Plain Written Truth 

1. Words Were Honest – Paul wrote exactly what he meant.  

2. No Hidden Agenda – His letters carried no secret manipulation.  

3. Reading Was Expected – The Corinthians could read his words plainly.  

4. Truth Needed Acknowledgment – Reading must become owning the truth.  

5. Simplicity Governed Writing – Paul did not hide behind religious fog.  

6. Doctrine Was Understandable – Apostolic truth was meant to be known.  

7. Acknowledgment Must Continue – Truth should be held even to the end.  

 

2 Corinthians 1:14 – 7 Truths About Mutual Rejoicing 

1. Acknowledgment Was Partial – Corinth had recognized Paul only in part.  

2. Paul Was Their Rejoicing – God used him for their spiritual good.  

3. They Were His Rejoicing – Corinth was fruit of Paul’s labour.  

4. Ministry Was Mutual – Faithful servants and saints rejoice together.  

5. Critics Were Exposed – Slander could not erase Paul’s true ministry.  

6. The Day Will Reveal – Christ will make ministry fruit plain.  

7. Rejoicing Looks Forward – Present labour points to future reward.  

 

2 Corinthians 1:15 – 7 Purposes In Paul’s Intended Visit 

1. Confidence Led Plans – Paul planned from sincere trust toward them.  



2. His Mind Was Set – He truly intended to come.  

3. Corinth Needed Presence – Letters mattered, but personal ministry helped.  

4. Timing Became Important – His delayed visit was not deceit.  

5. Benefit Was The Goal – Paul planned for their spiritual profit.  

6. Second Help Was Needed – Saints need repeated strengthening.  

7. Ministry Sought Edification – Paul’s travel was for their good.  

 

2 Corinthians 1:16 – 7 Lessons From Paul’s Travel Plan 

1. Corinth Was Included – Paul intended to pass by them.  

2. Macedonia Needed Ministry – His burden reached beyond one church.  

3. Return Was Planned – He intended to come again unto Corinth.  

4. Benefit Would Double – His route meant repeated spiritual help.  

5. Churches Helped Forward – Corinth could bring him on his way.  

6. Practical Help Mattered – Supporting ministry was gospel fellowship.  

7. Judaea Remained Burdened – Paul’s route served needy saints beyond Corinth. 

 

2 Corinthians 1:17 – 7 Warnings Against Fleshly Planning 

1. Lightness Was Denied – Paul was not careless with his intentions.  

2. Plans Were Sincere – His desire to come was real.  

3. Flesh Was Rejected – Paul did not purpose by carnal motives.  

4. Critics Twisted Delay – Changed timing became false accusation.  

5. Words Must Matter – A servant’s speech should not be slippery.  

6. Yes And No Confused – Fleshly men speak to suit advantage.  

7. Godly Purpose Submits – Honest plans still bow to God’s will.  

 

2 Corinthians 1:18 – 7 Marks Of A Truthful Word 



1. God Is True – Paul grounds his answer in God’s character.  

2. Paul Spoke Cleanly – His word toward Corinth was not crooked.  

3. No Double Speech – His message was not yea and nay.  

4. Truth Governed Ministry – The God of truth shaped Paul’s words.  

5. Critics Were Answered – False charges could not rewrite sincerity.  

6. Speech Reflected Doctrine – Honest ministry requires honest words.  

7. Integrity Stood Firm – Paul’s changed plans did not prove deceit.  

 

2 Corinthians 1:19 – 7 Certainties In The Son Of God 

1. Christ Was Preached – Paul’s ministry centered on Jesus Christ.  

2. The Son Is Sure – Christ is not unstable or contradictory.  

3. Corinth Heard Truth – The gospel was preached among them plainly.  

4. Faithful Men Agreed – Paul, Silvanus, and Timotheus preached one Christ.  

5. No Yea And Nay – Christ is not a confused religious maybe.  

6. In Him Is Yea – Certainty stands in the Son of God.  

7. The Gospel Is Fixed – Salvation rests on Christ, not shifting men.  

 

2 Corinthians 1:20 – 7 Truths About God’s Promises 

1. Promises Are Sure – God’s promises stand firm in Christ.  

2. All Centers In Him – Every promise is secured by the Son.  

3. Yea Means Certain – God’s word is not unstable or doubtful.  

4. Amen Confirms Truth – Christ is the settled answer of God.  

5. Right Division Matters – Promises must be applied in context.  

6. God Gets Glory – Fulfilled promises magnify the Lord.  

7. Preaching Carries Promise – God used Paul’s ministry to declare Christ. 

 



2 Corinthians 1:21 – 7 Truths About Being Established In Christ 

1. God Establishes Saints – Stability comes from God, not the flesh.  

2. Paul Stands With Them – Ministers and saints both need God’s work.  

3. Christ Is The Ground – Believers are established in Christ alone.  

4. Flesh Cannot Stabilize – Carnal strength never produces spiritual firmness.  

5. God Anointed Believers – The anointing is God’s work, not showmanship.  

6. Truth Produces Stability – Sound doctrine keeps saints from wobbling.  

7. God Gets The Glory – Establishing and anointing both come from Him.  

 

2 Corinthians 1:22 – 7 Certainties Of The Spirit’s Seal 

1. God Sealed Us – The believer belongs securely to the Lord.  

2. The Seal Is Finished – God’s sealing is a completed work.  

3. Ownership Is Marked – The saved man is bought and possessed by God.  

4. The Spirit Is Given – The Holy Ghost is God’s gift to believers.  

5. Earnest Means Guarantee – The Spirit pledges future redemption.  

6. The Heart Is Indwelt – God’s work is inward, not mere religion.  

7. Security Is Settled – The seal reaches unto the day of redemption.  

 

2 Corinthians 1:23 – 7 Lessons From Paul’s Merciful Delay 

1. God Was Witness – Paul placed his motive before the Lord.  

2. His Soul Was Open – God knew the truth behind his delay.  

3. Delay Was Mercy – Paul stayed away to spare Corinth.  

4. Correction Was Serious – Coming sooner could have brought sharpness.  

5. Critics Misread Motives – Suspicion twisted mercy into accusation.  

6. Space Was Given – Corinth had time to respond rightly.  

7. Love Restrained Authority – Paul’s patience aimed at their good.  



 

2 Corinthians 1:24 – 7 Marks Of True Ministry Authority 

1. No Faith Dominion – Paul refused lordship over their faith.  

2. Christ Alone Rules – No minister replaces the Lord Jesus.  

3. Authority Has Limits – Biblical correction is not religious tyranny.  

4. Ministers Are Helpers – True servants strengthen, not enslave.  

5. Joy Needs Truth – Real joy comes through sound doctrine.  

6. Faith Makes Saints Stand – Believers stand by faith, not control.  

7. Edification Is The Goal – Ministry authority serves spiritual growth.  

 

2 Corinthians 2:1 – 7 Lessons From Paul’s Merciful Restraint 

1. Paul Determined Wisely – His delay was deliberate, not careless.  

2. Heaviness Was Avoided – He did not want another sorrowful visit.  

3. Authority Was Restrained – Paul could correct, but chose patience.  

4. Mercy Governed Timing – Love delayed what sharpness could have forced.  

5. Critics Misread Delay – His changed plans were not instability.  

6. Joy Was The Aim – Paul wanted edification, not needless grief.  

7. Correction Needs Wisdom – Truth must be applied with spiritual timing.  

 

2 Corinthians 2:2 – 7 Truths About Sorrow And Gladness 

1. Correction Brings Sorrow – Truth can grieve saints when sin is exposed.  

2. Sorrow Had Purpose – Paul wanted repentance, not misery.  

3. Saints Should Gladden – Restored believers become the minister’s joy.  

4. Paul Felt Their Condition – Their grief and restoration affected him.  

5. Rebuke Was Personal – Paul carried the burden of correcting them.  

6. Joy Follows Repentance – Godly sorrow should lead back to gladness.  



7. Love Seeks Restoration – True correction wants the same saints recovered.  

 

2 Corinthians 2:3 – 7 Reasons Paul Wrote First 

1. Writing Prevented Sorrow – Paul wrote so his visit would not be heavy.  

2. Correction Came Ahead – The letter gave them time to respond.  

3. Sorrow Was Avoidable – Repentance could change the tone of his visit.  

4. Saints Ought Rejoice – Corinth should have been Paul’s joy.  

5. Confidence Remained – Paul still believed they could respond rightly.  

6. Joy Was Shared – Their restoration would gladden both Paul and them.  

7. Truth Prepared Fellowship – Written correction cleared the way for joy.  

 

2 Corinthians 2:4 – 7 Marks Of Tearful Correction 

1. Affliction Burdened Paul – Corinth’s condition deeply pressed him.  

2. Anguish Filled His Heart – His rebuke came from inward pain.  

3. Tears Marked The Letter – Paul corrected them with many tears.  

4. Grief Was Not The Goal – He did not write merely to wound them.  

5. Love Drove Rebuke – His correction revealed abundant love.  

6. Truth Needed Tenderness – Strong doctrine came with a weeping heart.  

7. Restoration Was Desired – Paul wounded only to heal and recover. 

 

2 Corinthians 2:5 – 7 Lessons From Grief In The Church 

1. Sin Caused Grief – One man’s offense brought sorrow into the assembly.  

2. Paul Stayed Measured – He refused to make the matter only personal.  

3. The Church Was Affected – Sin in one member touched many others.  

4. Blame Was Limited – Paul would not overcharge the whole church.  

5. Correction Needed Balance – Sin was serious, but guilt was not exaggerated.  



6. Grief Had Purpose – The sorrow prepared the way for repentance and restoration.  

7. Mercy Was Coming – Paul’s restraint pointed toward forgiveness and comfort.  

 

2 Corinthians 2:6 – 7 Truths About Sufficient Punishment 

1. Punishment Was Enough – The discipline had reached its proper measure.  

2. Sin Was Judged – The church had finally acted against the offense.  

3. Many Were Involved – The assembly shared in the correction.  

4. Discipline Had Purpose – The goal was repentance, not revenge.  

5. Shame Had Limits – The man was not to be crushed forever.  

6. Holiness Required Action – Open leaven had to be dealt with.  

7. Restoration Was Near – Sufficient punishment opened the door to mercy.  

 

2 Corinthians 2:7 – 7 Commands For Restoring The Repentant 

1. Change Direction – The church had to move from punishment to mercy.  

2. Forgive Him – The repentant man must not remain under continual blame.  

3. Comfort Him – A humbled brother needed strengthening, not more crushing.  

4. Sorrow Has Limits – Godly grief must not become overmuch sorrow.  

5. Despair Was Dangerous – The man could be swallowed up inwardly.  

6. Restoration Was Required – Discipline had to lead back to fellowship.  

7. Mercy Guards Souls – Forgiveness protects the repentant from Satan’s devices.  

 

2 Corinthians 2:8 – 7 Marks Of Confirmed Love 

1. Love Needed Proof – The church had to show love visibly.  

2. Paul Beseeched Them – Restoration was urged with tender seriousness.  

3. Forgiveness Became Active – Love had to move beyond words.  

4. The Man Needed Assurance – He should not remain a permanent outcast.  



5. Discipline Was Not Hatred – Confirmed love proved correction had a holy purpose.  

6. The Church Must Restore – The same assembly that punished must now comfort.  

7. Mercy Completed Correction – Love confirmed the work of restoration. 

 

2 Corinthians 2:9 – 7 Proofs Of Obedience In The Church 

1. Writing Tested Them – Paul’s letter revealed their real obedience.  

2. Correction Had Purpose – His rebuke was aimed at proving the church.  

3. Proof Required Action – Talk was not enough without obedience.  

4. Discipline Was Obeyed – They had to judge sin when commanded.  

5. Restoration Was Obeyed – They also had to forgive the repentant.  

6. Partial Obedience Failed – God required obedience in all things.  

7. Truth Proved The Church – The written word exposed their condition.  

 

2 Corinthians 2:10 – 7 Truths About Forgiveness In Christ 

1. Forgiveness Was Shared – Paul joined the church in forgiving.  

2. The Offense Was Limited – Paul refused to make himself the center.  

3. Restoration Needed Unity – The church and apostle stood together.  

4. Forgiveness Helped Them – Paul forgave for the Corinthians’ sake.  

5. Bitterness Was Refused – Paul would not keep the offense alive.  

6. Christ Governed Mercy – Forgiveness was given in the person of Christ.  

7. Grace Closed The Door – United forgiveness protected the church.  

 

2 Corinthians 2:11 – 7 Warnings About Satan’s Devices 

1. Satan Seeks Advantage – The devil looks for openings in church trouble.  

2. Ignorance Is Dangerous – Saints must know his devices.  

3. Sin Gives Ground – Tolerated leaven opens the door to Satan.  



4. Sorrow Gives Ground – Overmuch grief can also become his weapon.  

5. Unforgiveness Helps Him – Bitterness gives the devil room to work.  

6. Balance Defeats Devices – Judge sin and restore repentance rightly.  

7. Discernment Must Stay Awake – The church must not be spiritually naïve.  

 

2 Corinthians 2:12 – 7 Truths About The Open Door In Troas 

1. Paul Came Preaching – His purpose was to preach Christ’s gospel.  

2. Christ Owned The Message – The gospel belonged to the Lord Jesus.  

3. Troas Held Opportunity – God made the city a place of ministry.  

4. The Door Was Opened – Gospel opportunity came from the Lord.  

5. Paul Recognized Stewardship – The open door was given unto him.  

6. Open Doors Need Faithfulness – Opportunity must be used for Christ.  

7. The Lord Directs Ministry – True gospel doors are opened by God. 

 

2 Corinthians 2:13 – 7 Lessons From Paul’s Restless Spirit 

1. No Rest – Paul’s open door did not remove his inward burden.  

2. Spirit Burdened – His concern was deeper than outward circumstances.  

3. Titus Missing – A faithful brother’s absence weighed heavily on him.  

4. Brother Valued – Paul saw Titus as more than a messenger.  

5. Leave Taken – Paul departed Troas with order and respect.  

6. Burden Followed – Ministry concern moved him toward Macedonia.  

7. Macedonia Sought – Paul went looking for comfort and news.  

 

2 Corinthians 2:14 – 7 Triumphs Found Only In Christ 

1. God Thanked – Paul’s praise rises above his burdens.  

2. Victory Caused – God Himself causes the triumph.  



3. Always Triumphing – Trouble cannot cancel victory in Christ.  

4. In Christ – The triumph is not in flesh or circumstances.  

5. Savour Manifested – God makes Christ’s knowledge known.  

6. By Us – Faithful servants carry the fragrance of Christ.  

7. Every Place – The gospel savour spreads wherever God sends.  

 

2 Corinthians 2:15 – 7 Truths About The Sweet Savour Of Christ 

1. Unto God – Faithful ministry is first measured before God.  

2. Sweet Savour – Christ preached faithfully is pleasing to God.  

3. Of Christ – The fragrance is Christ, not the preacher.  

4. Saved Rejoice – Believers receive the savour as life.  

5. Perishing Confronted – Rejecters meet the same Christ in unbelief.  

6. Same Message – The gospel does not change for either group.  

7. Faithful Witness – God values truth even when men reject it.  

 

2 Corinthians 2:16 – 7 Contrasts Between Life And Death 

1. One Rejects – The unbeliever receives the gospel as death.  

2. Death Unto Death – Rejection moves the lost toward final judgment.  

3. Other Believes – The saved receive Christ as life.  

4. Life Unto Life – Salvation begins now and ends in glory.  

5. Same Savour – Christ divides men by their response.  

6. Heavy Ministry – Eternal issues make preaching serious.  

7. God Suffices – No servant is sufficient without God.  

 

2 Corinthians 2:17 – 7 Marks Of An Uncorrupted Ministry 

1. Not As Many – Paul stood apart from the corrupt crowd.  



2. Word Protected – God’s word must not be diluted or twisted.  

3. Sincere Motive – True ministry speaks without hidden corruption.  

4. Of God – The message comes from God’s authority.  

5. Before God – Every preacher speaks under God’s eye.  

6. Christ Centered – True ministry speaks in Christ, not self.  

7. No Merchandise – The word of God is not for religious profit. 

 

2 Corinthians 3:1 – 7 Warnings Against Paper Credentials 

1. Self-Commendation Questioned – Paul refuses empty religious boasting.  

2. Again Defended – False critics forced Paul to answer again.  

3. Credentials Exposed – Letters cannot replace sound doctrine.  

4. Others Depended – Some leaned on outward recommendations.  

5. Corinth Knew – Paul needed no introduction to his own converts.  

6. Fruit Witnessed – Their salvation proved God’s work through him.  

7. God Approved – True ministry rests on the Lord’s commendation.  

 

2 Corinthians 3:2 – 7 Truths About Living Epistles 

1. Saints Written – The Corinthians themselves were Paul’s living letter.  

2. Ministry Proven – Their conversion testified to apostolic labour.  

3. Hearts Marked – Paul carried them deeply in his affections.  

4. Not Paper – Living fruit outweighed written credentials.  

5. Publicly Known – Their testimony was visible to others.  

6. Openly Read – Men could observe what grace had done.  

7. Doctrine Displayed – Their lives reflected the ministry they received.  

 

2 Corinthians 3:3 – 7 Marks Of Christ’s Living Letter 



1. Manifestly Declared – God made their testimony openly visible.  

2. Christ’s Epistle – The church belonged to Christ’s authorship.  

3. Ministered By Us – God used Paul as the instrument.  

4. Not With Ink – Spiritual life cannot be produced by paperwork.  

5. Spirit Written – The Holy Ghost wrote inwardly.  

6. Not Stone – The work surpassed outward law on tablets.  

7. Heart Tables – God wrote living truth within them.  

 

2 Corinthians 3:4 – 7 Foundations Of Godward Trust 

1. Such Trust – Paul had confidence from God’s evident work.  

2. Not Flesh – His assurance was not self-made pride.  

3. Through Christ – All true confidence runs through the Lord.  

4. Godward Aim – Paul’s trust was directed before God.  

5. Fruit Confirmed – The living epistle strengthened his confidence.  

6. Bold Yet Humble – He was assured without boasting in self.  

7. Sufficiency Coming – The verse prepares for God’s sufficiency. 

 

2 Corinthians 3:5 – 7 Truths About God-Given Sufficiency 

1. Not Ourselves – Paul denies all fleshly self-sufficiency.  

2. No Self-Source – Spiritual ability does not originate in man.  

3. Even Thinking – Proper ministry thinking must depend on God.  

4. Flesh Excluded – Nothing spiritual comes “as of ourselves.”  

5. God Supplies – The servant’s adequacy comes from the Lord.  

6. Grace Enables – God gives what His calling requires.  

7. Glory Protected – True sufficiency leaves God with the praise.  

 



2 Corinthians 3:6 – 7 Contrasts Between Letter And Spirit 

1. God Made – Paul’s ministry ability came from God.  

2. Able Ministers – God equips servants for His work.  

3. New Testament – Paul ministers in light of Christ’s blood.  

4. Not Letter – The old written law condemned guilty sinners.  

5. Spirit Ministry – The Holy Ghost gives life in Christ.  

6. Letter Killeth – The law exposes sin and ministers death.  

7. Spirit Giveth – The Spirit quickens where stone cannot.  

 

2 Corinthians 3:7 – 7 Lessons From Fading Sinai Glory 

1. Death Ministered – The law condemned sinners under guilt.  

2. Stone Engraved – The old ministration was written on tablets.  

3. Real Glory – Sinai’s law came with visible divine glory.  

4. Israel Beheld – The children of Israel saw Moses’ shining face.  

5. Moses Reflected – His countenance carried borrowed glory.  

6. Glory Faded – That old glory was temporary by design.  

7. Law Inferior – The fading glory pointed beyond itself.  

 

2 Corinthians 3:8 – 7 Glories Of The Spirit’s Ministry 

1. Greater Question – Paul forces the obvious conclusion.  

2. Spirit Ministry – The Holy Ghost ministers life, not death.  

3. Rather Glorious – The Spirit’s work exceeds Sinai’s glory.  

4. Life Given – The Spirit quickens dead sinners in Christ.  

5. Heart Written – God’s truth is written inwardly.  

6. Christ Exalted – The Spirit’s ministry magnifies the Lord.  

7. Grace Superior – Life in Christ surpasses law on stone. 



 

2 Corinthians 3:9 – 7 Glories Of Righteousness Over Condemnation 

1. Condemnation Had Glory – The law was glorious though it condemned sinners.  

2. Law Exposed – The old ministration revealed guilt before God.  

3. Righteousness Exceeds – Christ’s righteousness surpasses Sinai’s condemnation.  

4. Much More – Grace in Christ is not weaker than law.  

5. Faith Receives – Righteousness is ministered by faith, not law-keeping.  

6. Christ Provides – The gospel gives what the law demanded.  

7. Glory Surpasses – The ministration of righteousness shines greater.  

 

2 Corinthians 3:10 – 7 Truths About The Glory That Excelleth 

1. Old Glory Real – The law truly had glory from God.  

2. Comparison Matters – Lesser glory fades beside greater glory.  

3. No Glory There – Moses’ glory vanishes beside Christ’s glory.  

4. Christ Excels – The Lord Jesus outshines the old ministration.  

5. Righteousness Brighter – Justification in Christ exceeds condemnation.  

6. Spirit Greater – Heart-written life surpasses stone commandments.  

7. Glory Excelleth – The present glory rises above the former.  

 

2 Corinthians 3:11 – 7 Lessons From The Glory That Remaineth 

1. Done Away – The old ministration was temporary by God’s design.  

2. Still Glorious – The law had real glory in its proper place.  

3. Much More – The remaining ministry is far greater.  

4. Christ Remains – The believer stands in abiding glory.  

5. Spirit Abides – The Spirit’s life-giving ministry does not fade.  

6. Grace Stands – The saved are not dragged back under law.  



7. Remaining Glory – Righteousness in Christ is permanent and glorious.  

 

2 Corinthians 3:12 – 7 Reasons Hope Produces Plain Speech 

1. Hope Possessed – Paul had settled confidence in Christ.  

2. Glory Remains – Abiding glory gave him boldness.  

3. Doctrine Clarifies – Sound truth produces clear speech.  

4. Plainness Used – Paul deliberately rejected religious fog.  

5. Speech Matters – Eternal truth must be spoken clearly.  

6. No Vail Needed – The gospel does not hide behind mystery.  

7. Bold Ministry – Great hope produces great plainness.  

 

2 Corinthians 3:13 – 7 Truths About Moses’ Veiled Glory 

1. Not As Moses – Paul’s ministry was plain, not veiled.  

2. Vail Covered – Moses hid the fading glory on his face.  

3. Israel Could Not – The children of Israel could not look stedfastly.  

4. End Concealed – They could not see where the old glory pointed.  

5. Glory Fading – Moses’ brightness was real but temporary.  

6. Law Abolished – The old ministration was not the final glory.  

7. Christ Exceeds – Paul points beyond Moses to greater glory.  

2 Corinthians 3:14 – 7 Warnings About The Blinded Mind 

1. Minds Blinded – Israel’s problem was spiritual blindness.  

2. Vail Remained – The same covering stayed during old testament reading.  

3. Scripture Read – They had the words but missed Christ.  

4. Old Testament – Moses testified of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

5. Untaken Away – Religion could not remove the vail.  

6. Christ Removes – The vail is done away only in Christ.  



7. Light Needed – Spiritual sight comes through the Lord.  

 

2 Corinthians 3:15 – 7 Lessons From A Veiled Heart 

1. Moses Read – The law was heard regularly in the synagogues.  

2. Heart Covered – The vail rested deeper than the mind.  

3. Religion Continued – Scripture exposure did not remove blindness.  

4. Christ Missed – Moses was read while the Lord was rejected.  

5. Zeal Blinded – Religious effort could not produce true sight.  

6. Law Misread – They saw commandments but missed righteousness.  

7. Turning Needed – The heart had to turn to the Lord.  

 

2 Corinthians 3:16 – 7 Truths About The Vail Removed 

1. Nevertheless Hope – Paul gives hope beyond Israel’s blindness.  

2. Heart Turns – The vail is removed when the heart turns.  

3. Lord Central – Moses cannot remove what Christ alone removes.  

4. Vail Taken – Spiritual blindness is lifted in the Lord.  

5. Scripture Opens – Moses becomes clear when Christ is seen.  

6. Light Breaks – The Lord gives sight where religion cannot.  

7. Christ Revealed – The old testament shines when the vail is gone.  

 

2 Corinthians 3:17 – 7 Liberties Where The Spirit Is 

1. Lord Revealed – The heart turns to the Lord, not Moses.  

2. Spirit Present – The Spirit ministers life in Christ.  

3. Vail Removed – Spiritual blindness is lifted by the Lord.  

4. Liberty Given – The Spirit brings freedom from bondage.  

5. Law Exceeded – Grace stands beyond Sinai’s condemnation.  



6. Christ Glorified – The Spirit points believers to the Lord.  

7. Bondage Broken – True liberty is found in Christ alone.  

 

2 Corinthians 3:18 – 7 Transformations From Beholding Glory 

1. Open Face – Believers behold without Moses’ vail.  

2. Glory Seen – The Lord’s glory becomes the believer’s focus.  

3. Glass Beheld – Scripture reflects Christ’s glory to the heart.  

4. Image Changed – The Spirit conforms believers to Christ.  

5. Progressive Growth – Transformation moves from glory to glory.  

6. Spirit Wrought – Change comes by the Spirit of the Lord.  

7. Christ Formed – True liberty produces Christlike transformation. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:1 – 7 Reasons Mercy Keeps Ministry Standing 

1. Therefore Grounded – Paul’s endurance rests on the glory already revealed.  

2. Ministry Possessed – The work was a God-given stewardship.  

3. Mercy Received – Paul served because God had shown mercy.  

4. Not Self-Made – The ministry was not built on human merit.  

5. Fainting Refused – Paul would not quit under pressure.  

6. Glory Sustained – The greatness of the ministry strengthened him.  

7. Mercy Remembered – Remembering mercy keeps servants humble and steady.  

2 Corinthians 4:2 – 7 Marks Of Honest Ministry 

1. Dishonesty Renounced – Paul rejected hidden and shameful methods.  

2. Craftiness Refused – He would not use serpent-like religious tricks.  

3. Word Protected – The Scriptures must not be handled deceitfully.  

4. Truth Manifested – Paul brought doctrine into the open.  

5. Conscience Reached – True preaching presses truth upon the inward man.  



6. God Watching – Ministry is carried out in the sight of God.  

7. Clean Methods – A mercy-given ministry demands honest handling.  

 

2 Corinthians 4:3 – 7 Truths About The Hidden Gospel 

1. Gospel Plain – Paul did not hide the message through deceit.  

2. Our Gospel – The gospel committed to Paul must be preached clearly.  

3. Still Hidden – Some remain blind even when truth is manifested.  

4. Lost Condition – The hidden gospel marks men as lost.  

5. No Fault In Christ – The gospel itself lacks no light.  

6. Rejecters Blinded – Unbelief keeps men from seeing glory.  

7. Truth Needed – Lost men need the gospel plainly declared.  

 

2 Corinthians 4:4 – 7 Warnings About Satan’s Blinding Work 

1. World’s God – Satan rules the present evil world system.  

2. Minds Blinded – The devil darkens unbelieving understanding.  

3. Unbelief Targeted – Satan labours among those who believe not.  

4. Light Blocked – His aim is to keep gospel light from shining.  

5. Christ Glorious – The gospel shines because it reveals Christ.  

6. Image Of God – Jesus Christ perfectly reveals the invisible God.  

7. Light Needed – Only gospel light can break Satanic darkness. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:5 – 7 Marks Of Christ-Centered Ministry 

1. Not Ourselves – Faithful preaching refuses self-promotion.  

2. Christ Preached – Jesus Christ remains the central message.  

3. Lord Declared – The Saviour is proclaimed as Lord.  

4. Servants Positioned – Ministers serve rather than dominate.  



5. Saints Helped – True ministry labours for believers’ good.  

6. Jesus Motivates – Service is performed for His sake.  

7. Glory Protected – Christ receives the honour, not the messenger.  

 

2 Corinthians 4:6 – 7 Lights God Shines Into The Heart 

1. God Commands – The Creator speaks light into darkness.  

2. Darkness Broken – Divine light overcomes spiritual blindness.  

3. Hearts Illuminated – God’s truth reaches the inward man.  

4. Knowledge Given – Gospel light reveals spiritual understanding.  

5. Glory Revealed – God’s excellence is made known in Christ.  

6. Christ’s Face – Jesus perfectly displays the Father’s glory.  

7. Grace Shines – Saving light comes from God, not man.  

 

2 Corinthians 4:7 – 7 Truths About Treasure In Clay 

1. Treasure Possessed – Believers carry the glorious gospel of Christ.  

2. Vessels Earthen – God uses weak and mortal servants.  

3. Clay Humbled – The messenger must never replace the message.  

4. Power Excellent – Gospel power exceeds natural human ability.  

5. Source Divine – Spiritual effectiveness comes from God.  

6. Boasting Excluded – The vessel receives no glory for the treasure.  

7. Weakness Displays – Human frailty makes God’s strength more visible.  

 

2 Corinthians 4:8 – 7 Boundaries God Places On Trouble 

1. Troubled Everywhere – Pressure surrounded Paul from every direction.  

2. Not Distressed – Trouble pressed him without finally crushing him.  

3. Perplexed Often – Paul did not always understand his circumstances.  



4. Not Despairing – Unanswered questions never destroyed his hope.  

5. Pressure Limited – Affliction could only go as far as God allowed.  

6. Power Sustained – Divine strength preserved the earthen vessel.  

7. Hope Remained – Christ stayed certain when circumstances were confusing.  

 

2 Corinthians 4:9 – 7 Proofs That Persecution Cannot Destroy The Saint 

1. Persecuted Often – Faithful service can attract continual opposition.  

2. Never Forsaken – The Lord remains when human support disappears.  

3. Cast Down – Severe blows may temporarily bring the servant low.  

4. Not Destroyed – Affliction cannot cancel God’s preserving purpose.  

5. Presence Remains – Persecution never drives Christ away.  

6. Power Upholds – Divine strength raises the fallen vessel.  

7. Life Secure – Enemies may harm the body but cannot touch eternal life.  

 

2 Corinthians 4:10 – 7 Ways Christ’s Life Shines Through Dying 

1. Always Bearing – Paul continually carried the cost of serving Christ.  

2. Body Wounded – His physical vessel bore the marks of persecution.  

3. Dying Carried – Exposure to death followed his gospel ministry.  

4. Jesus Identified – His suffering connected him with the rejected Lord.  

5. Life Manifested – Christ’s resurrection power appeared through weakness.  

6. Body Yielded – Paul’s mortal frame became an instrument of testimony.  

7. Glory Revealed – The scars of suffering made Christ’s life more visible.  

2 Corinthians 4:11 – 7 Truths About Life Displayed In Mortal Flesh 

1. Living Yet Threatened – Paul lived while continually facing death.  

2. Always Delivered – Danger became a repeated feature of faithful ministry.  

3. Jesus’ Sake – His suffering came through devotion to Christ.  



4. Death Approached – Mortal life remained exposed to real physical danger.  

5. Life Appeared – The risen Jesus sustained the suffering servant.  

6. Flesh Remained Mortal – Divine power worked through a dying body.  

7. Resurrection Promised – Mortality could not cancel the life secured in Christ.  

 

2 Corinthians 4:12 – 7 Results Of Sacrificial Gospel Ministry 

1. Death Worked – Affliction continually wore upon Paul’s mortal vessel.  

2. Servants Suffered – Gospel labourers personally carried the ministry’s cost.  

3. Life Reached Others – The Corinthians received spiritual benefit through Paul’s 
labour.  

4. Christ Alone Saves – Paul’s suffering delivered the message but never purchased 
redemption.  

5. Treasure Travelled – The gospel advanced while the vessel weakened.  

6. Saints Were Strengthened – Costly ministry produced growth, comfort, and 
correction.  

7. Enemy Reversed – God turned attempted destruction into life-giving fruit. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:13 – 7 Results Of Faith Rooted In Scripture 

1. Faith Is Possessed – Paul carried settled confidence through suffering.  

2. Scripture Governs Faith – Belief rested upon what God had written.  

3. Affliction Cannot Silence – Pressure did not close the preacher’s mouth.  

4. Belief Comes First – Paul believed before he spoke.  

5. Speech Reveals Conviction – The mouth expressed what ruled the heart.  

6. Truth Demands Testimony – Genuine faith naturally speaks God’s word.  

7. Faith Rejects Empty Confession – Biblical speech declares truth rather than 
creating reality.  

 



2 Corinthians 4:14 – 7 Certainties Secured By Christ’s Resurrection 

1. Christ Was Raised – God bodily raised the Lord Jesus from death.  

2. Resurrection Is Certain – Paul’s hope rested upon a settled historical fact.  

3. Believers Shall Rise – Death cannot permanently hold those in Christ.  

4. Jesus Raises His Own – Resurrection comes through the Lord’s divine power.  

5. Bodies Will Be Redeemed – Salvation includes the believer’s mortal body.  

6. Saints Will Be Gathered – Paul expected presentation together with the 
Corinthians.  

7. The Grave Is Temporary – Resurrection has already determined the believer’s 
ending.  

 

2 Corinthians 4:15 – 7 Ways Grace Multiplies God’s Glory 

1. Servants Bear The Cost – Paul endured hardship for the saints’ spiritual benefit.  

2. Grace Reaches Many – God’s favour spread beyond one individual life.  

3. Thanksgiving Follows Grace – Gratitude responds to mercy already received.  

4. Blessing Produces Praise – Spiritual benefit moved hearts to honour God.  

5. Many Voices Magnify God – Widening grace created increasing thanksgiving.  

6. Ministers Redirect Glory – Paul refused to keep praise for the vessel.  

7. God Receives The Increase – Every true ministry result ends in His glory.  

 

2 Corinthians 4:16 – 7 Contrasts Between Outward Decay And Inward Renewal 

1. Courage Refuses Surrender – Paul would not abandon the work under pressure.  

2. The Body Wears Down – The outward man steadily moves toward physical death.  

3. Weakness Is Acknowledged – Faith does not deny aging, pain, or exhaustion.  

4. The Inner Man Strengthens – God renews spiritual life within the believer.  

5. Decay Is Not Defeat – Physical decline does not prove spiritual failure.  

6. Renewal Comes Daily – Grace supplies fresh inward strength each day.  



7. Christ Outlasts Mortality – The vessel weakens while eternal life remains secure. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:17 – 7 Contrasts Between Affliction And Glory 

1. Affliction Is Light – Present suffering cannot outweigh the glory to come.  

2. Suffering Is Brief – Even lifelong pain is only a moment beside eternity.  

3. Trials Can Work – God uses affliction to produce spiritual and eternal fruit.  

4. Grace Overrules Trouble – What attacks the believer can be made to serve him.  

5. Glory Far Exceeds Pain – Heaven offers more than suffering could ever remove.  

6. Eternity Changes Measurement – Faith weighs present sorrow on God’s eternal 
scales.  

7. Coming Glory Endures – Affliction expires, but the believer’s glory never ends.  

 

2 Corinthians 4:18 – 7 Ways Faith Looks Beyond The Visible 

1. Sight Is Not Supreme – Visible circumstances never possess the final verdict.  

2. Faith Sees The Unseen – Scripture reveals realities beyond natural eyesight.  

3. Temporary Things Pass – Bodies, possessions, kingdoms, and troubles all expire.  

4. Eternal Things Remain – Christ, redemption, resurrection, and glory endure forever.  

5. Attention Shapes Perspective – What controls the eyes eventually governs the 
heart.  

6. Scripture Corrects Appearances – God’s word interprets what circumstances 
cannot explain.  

7. Eternity Governs Living – Wise believers use temporal things for eternal purposes. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:1 – 7 Certainties About The Believer’s Heavenly Body 

1. The Present Body Is Temporary – Our earthly tabernacle can be dissolved by death.  

2. Resurrection Hope Is Certain – Paul says believers know what God has prepared.  

3. God Builds The Future Body – Glorification comes by divine power alone.  



4. The Heavenly House Is Permanent – The future body will never decay or die.  

5. Death Cannot Destroy The Believer – The tent falls, but the occupant remains.  

6. Human Hands Cannot Produce Glory – No earthly power can manufacture 
immortality.  

7. The Church’s Hope Is Heavenly – Believers await bodily transformation from 
above.  

 

2 Corinthians 5:2 – 7 Reasons Believers Groan For Glorification 

1. Mortality Weighs Heavily – The present body remains burdened by weakness and 
death.  

2. Redemption Is Not Yet Bodily Complete – The saved spirit still awaits physical 
transformation.  

3. Heavenly Clothing Is Desired – Paul longs for the glorified body God promised.  

4. Groaning Is Not Unbelief – Faith can remain strong while the body suffers.  

5. Resurrection Is Better Than Escape – The Christian hope is glorification, not 
permanent disembodiment.  

6. Christ Supplies The New Body – The heavenly habitation comes through His power.  

7. The Rapture Ends Mortality – Living believers will be clothed without passing 
through death.  

 

2 Corinthians 5:3 – 7 Truths About Being Clothed And Not Naked 

1. Glorification Provides Bodily Clothing – God will give believers an incorruptible 
habitation.  

2. Nakedness Means Disembodiment – Paul describes existence apart from the 
physical body.  

3. Disembodiment Is Not Final – Departed saints still await bodily resurrection.  

4. Salvation Remains Secure – The verse does not threaten loss of eternal life.  

5. Christ’s Righteousness Never Fails – Believers are accepted in Him rather than 
clothed by works.  



6. The Dead Shall Rise – Those absent from the body will receive glorified bodies.  

7. The Living Shall Be Changed – Saints alive at Christ’s coming will never be found 
unclothed.  

 

2 Corinthians 5:4 – 7 Victories Of Life Over Mortality 

1. The Mortal Tent Brings Burdens – Believers groan beneath pain, weakness, and 
bodily decline.  

2. Honest Groaning Is Biblical – Paul acknowledged suffering without surrendering 
faith.  

3. Death Is Not The Desire – The Christian does not seek permanent separation from 
the body.  

4. Glorification Is The Goal – Paul longs to be clothed upon with an immortal body.  

5. Living Saints Will Be Changed – Some believers will receive glory without ordinary 
death.  

6. Dead Saints Will Be Raised – Christ will restore bodily life to those who sleep in 
Him.  

7. Life Will Swallow Mortality – Resurrection will completely defeat death’s present 
power.  

 

2 Corinthians 5:5 – 7 Guarantees God Will Complete Our Redemption 

1. God Prepared The Believer – Glorification rests upon His eternal purpose.  

2. Mortality Has An Ending – God intends life to swallow bodily death.  

3. The Spirit Is Given – Every true believer receives the Holy Ghost.  

4. The Earnest Is Divine – God supplies the pledge of future completion.  

5. The Purchased Possession Is Sealed – The believer belongs permanently to Christ.  

6. Bodily Redemption Is Certain – God will raise or transform the mortal body.  

7. Grace Finishes Its Work – The God who began salvation will complete it.  

 



2 Corinthians 5:6 – 7 Reasons Believers Can Remain Confident 

1. God Has Given Assurance – Confidence rests upon revealed truth.  

2. The Spirit Guarantees Glory – His indwelling confirms the believer’s future.  

3. The Body Is Temporary – Earthly life lasts only for an appointed season.  

4. Christ Remains In Heaven – The risen Lord awaits His redeemed people.  

5. Present Absence Is Limited – Separation from Christ’s visible presence will end.  

6. Feelings Cannot Cancel Truth – Confidence survives fear, weakness, and 
uncertainty.  

7. The Lord Keeps His Own – Neither life nor death removes believers from Christ.  

 

2 Corinthians 5:7 – 7 Principles Of Walking By Faith 

1. Scripture Directs The Walk – Faith follows what God has written.  

2. Sight Is Always Limited – Visible circumstances reveal only part of reality.  

3. Faith Trusts The Unseen – God’s promises remain certain before fulfilment 
appears.  

4. Daily Steps Require Belief – The Christian life advances through continual 
dependence.  

5. Appearances Cannot Rule – Present conditions do not possess the final verdict.  

6. Faith Does Not Create Reality – Believers trust God rather than positive 
confession.  

7. Eternity Guides Present Choices – Unseen truth governs earthly conduct.  

 

2 Corinthians 5:8 – 7 Truths About Being Present With Christ 

1. Death Cannot Destroy The Believer – The body dies while the saved person 
continues.  

2. The Soul Leaves The Body – Physical death separates the occupant from the 
tabernacle.  



3. Presence With Christ Is Immediate – No unconscious waiting period stands 
between them.  

4. Soul Sleep Is Refuted – Departed believers remain conscious with the Lord.  

5. Christ Makes Departure Better – Heaven’s greatest glory is the Saviour Himself.  

6. Resurrection Still Awaits – Departed saints will receive glorified bodies.  

7. Death Cannot Separate From Christ – Absence from the body means presence 
with the Lord. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:9 – 7 Reasons Believers Labour To Please Christ 

1. Grace Produces Labour – Salvation motivates faithful service rather than spiritual 
laziness.  

2. Christ Is The Audience – The believer ultimately serves for the Lord’s approval.  

3. Present Life Is Limited – Opportunities to labour end when earthly life ends.  

4. Acceptance Has Two Meanings – Salvation is secure, but service must still please 
Christ.  

5. Human Praise Is Temporary – Earthly applause cannot replace heavenly approval.  

6. Motives Matter To God – Christ examines why the work was performed.  

7. Eternity Gives Work Meaning – Present faithfulness carries consequences beyond 
this life.  

 

2 Corinthians 5:10 – 7 Truths About The Judgment Seat Of Christ 

1. Every Believer Must Appear – No Christian is exempt from personal accountability.  

2. Christ Will Judge The Work – The Saviour Himself examines each believer’s service.  

3. Salvation Is Not Retried – The judgment concerns reward and loss, not eternal 
condemnation.  

4. Hidden Motives Will Surface – Christ exposes the true character behind every 
work.  

5. Bodily Conduct Matters – Earthly choices carry eternal significance.  



6. Faithful Work Receives Reward – Service that survives examination will be 
honoured.  

7. Worthless Work Suffers Loss – The believer remains saved while wasted labour 
burns.  

 

2 Corinthians 5:11 – 7 Effects Of Knowing The Terror Of The Lord 

1. Judgment Produces Soberness – Christ’s holiness removes carelessness from 
ministry.  

2. Lost Men Must Be Warned – Coming judgment gives urgency to gospel preaching.  

3. Truth Should Persuade – Paul reasoned, pleaded, and pressed Scripture upon 
consciences.  

4. Manipulation Must Be Rejected – Honest ministry persuades without deceit or 
emotional trickery.  

5. God Sees Every Motive – Nothing inside the minister remains hidden from the Lord.  

6. Conscience Bears Witness – Consistent conduct supports the truth being 
preached.  

7. Divine Approval Comes First – Faithful servants value God’s judgment above 
public opinion.  

 

2 Corinthians 5:12 – 7 Warnings Against Glorying In Appearance 

1. Self-Praise Proves Nothing – A minister’s own advertisement cannot establish 
divine approval.  

2. Faithful Ministry May Need Defence – Answering slander can protect the church 
from deception.  

3. Truth Provides An Answer – Believers should defend sound ministry with evidence 
and doctrine.  

4. Appearance Can Deceive – Eloquence, credentials, and popularity do not prove 
faithfulness.  

5. Weak Vessels May Hold Treasure – Outward frailty can contain genuine spiritual 
power.  



6. God Examines The Heart – Motive and sincerity matter more than religious display.  

7. Religious Theatre Will Be Exposed – Christ sees through polished appearances 
without inward truth.  

 

2 Corinthians 5:13 – 7 Marks Of Zeal Governed By Sobriety 

1. Devotion May Look Extreme – The world often mistakes wholehearted service for 
madness.  

2. Zeal Belongs To God – Paul’s deepest spiritual intensity was directed toward the 
Lord.  

3. Passion Needs Truth – Biblical fervency must remain governed by sound doctrine.  

4. Sobriety Serves Others – Controlled ministry makes truth understandable and 
useful.  

5. Confusion Is Not Spirituality – Godly zeal never requires disorder or loss of self-
control.  

6. Public Ministry Requires Clarity – The saints need instruction rather than 
emotional performance.  

7. Purpose Outweighs Opinion – God’s glory and the church’s good matter more than 
human labels.  

 

2 Corinthians 5:14 – 7 Powers Of Christ’s Constraining Love 

1. Christ Loved First – The believer’s devotion begins with the Saviour’s sacrificial 
love.  

2. Calvary Controls The Heart – The cross places holy pressure upon Christian 
priorities.  

3. Doctrine Fuels Devotion – Paul’s zeal rested upon a settled scriptural conclusion.  

4. One Substitute Died – Jesus alone bore the penalty guilty sinners deserved.  

5. Provision Reaches All – Christ’s death is sufficient for every person.  

6. All Were Spiritually Dead – Humanity needed resurrection life rather than religious 
improvement.  



7. Grace Compels Service – Christ’s love makes self-centred living unreasonable.  

 

2 Corinthians 5:15 – 7 Changes Christ’s Death Demands 

1. Believers Receive Life – Those dead in sin are quickened through Jesus Christ.  

2. Self Loses Ownership – The redeemed no longer belong entirely to themselves.  

3. The Past Is Divided – “Henceforth” marks a new direction after salvation.  

4. Christ Becomes The Purpose – Every legitimate calling should now be lived unto 
Him.  

5. Grace Produces Surrender – Service follows salvation rather than purchasing it.  

6. The Cross Establishes His Claim – Christ died for those whose lives He now owns.  

7. Resurrection Supplies New Power – Believers serve a living Lord who rose again.  

 

2 Corinthians 5:16 – 7 Ways The Cross Changes Our Judgment 

1. Appearance Loses Authority – Outward impressiveness no longer determines 
spiritual value.  

2. Fleshly Distinctions Fade – Wealth, race, education, and status cannot establish 
standing with God.  

3. Every Man Needs Christ – Respectable and notorious sinners share the same 
spiritual need.  

4. Personality Worship Is Rejected – Earthen vessels must never replace Christ as 
the measure of truth.  

5. Paul’s View Was Transformed – The persecutor learned that Jesus was the risen 
Lord.  

6. Christ Is Known In Glory – The church knows Him as crucified, risen, ascended, 
and exalted.  

7. Right Division Clarifies His Ministry – Christ’s earthly work to Israel differs from His 
present headship over the church. 

 



2 Corinthians 5:17 – 7 Changes Found In The New Creature 

1. A New Position – The believer is placed spiritually in Jesus Christ.  

2. A New Creation – Salvation produces more than outward religious reform.  

3. A New Life – The spiritually dead sinner is quickened through Christ.  

4. A New Standing – Condemnation in Adam is replaced by acceptance in Christ.  

5. A New Direction – Former self-centred living should give way to obedience.  

6. A New Identity – Earthly labels no longer define the believer’s spiritual position.  

7. A New Future – The believer now awaits glory rather than condemnation.  

 

2 Corinthians 5:18 – 7 Truths About The Ministry Of Reconciliation 

1. God Begins The Work – Every blessing of the new creation originates with Him.  

2. Enemies Receive Peace – Guilty sinners can be brought into fellowship with God.  

3. Christ Is The Only Way – Reconciliation comes solely through Jesus Christ.  

4. The Cross Satisfies Justice – God provides peace without overlooking sin.  

5. Grace Excludes Boasting – Man contributes no merit to the saving foundation.  

6. Reconciled Saints Receive Ministry – Those brought near are entrusted to reach 
others.  

7. The Message Must Remain Pure – Servants proclaim God’s terms rather than 
inventing new ones.  

 

2 Corinthians 5:19 – 7 Foundations Of The Word Of Reconciliation 

1. God Acted In Christ – The Saviour was God manifest in human flesh.  

2. The World Received Provision – Christ’s sacrifice is sufficient for every sinner.  

3. Sin Required Reconciliation – Trespasses created real guilt and separation from 
God.  

4. Christ Bore The Charge – The believer’s sins were placed upon the Substitute.  



5. Sin Is Not Imputed – The justified believer’s trespasses no longer remain on his 
account.  

6. The Word Was Committed – God entrusted a definite gospel message to His 
servants.  

7. Faith Must Receive The Offer – Worldwide provision does not mean automatic 
universal salvation.  

 

2 Corinthians 5:20 – 7 Responsibilities Of Christ’s Ambassadors 

1. Represent Christ Faithfully – Ambassadors speak for the risen Lord rather than 
themselves.  

2. Deliver The King’s Message – The gospel must not be altered to satisfy culture.  

3. Speak With Divine Urgency – God appeals to sinners through the proclaimed word.  

4. Plead Without Manipulation – Truth should be urged clearly, honestly, and 
compassionately.  

5. Keep Christ At The Centre – The messenger must never become the ministry’s 
attraction.  

6. Call For Personal Faith – Every sinner must personally receive God’s reconciliation.  

7. Offer Peace While Time Remains – The present dispensation of grace will not 
continue forever.  

 

2 Corinthians 5:21 – 7 Truths About The Great Exchange 

1. God Planned Redemption – The Father provided the only righteous way to 
reconcile sinners.  

2. Christ Bore Our Sin – The believer’s guilt was judicially placed upon Jesus Christ.  

3. The Substitute Was Sinless – Christ knew no sin and remained the spotless Lamb.  

4. Calvary Was Substitutionary – Jesus endured the judgment guilty sinners 
deserved.  

5. Believers Receive Righteousness – God credits Christ’s perfect standing to those 
who believe.  



6. Human Merit Is Excluded – No law, ritual, or good work can produce divine 
righteousness.  

7. Acceptance Is In Christ – The believer stands righteous before God entirely in Him. 

 

2 Corinthians 6:1 – 7 Warnings Against Receiving Grace In Vain 

1. Grace Creates Responsibility – God’s favour should produce faithful Christian 
living.  

2. Believers Labour With God – Servants participate in the ministry God directs.  

3. Christ Alone Redeems – Human workers add nothing to Calvary’s finished 
payment.  

4. Received Truth Requires Response – Doctrine must move beyond hearing into 
obedience.  

5. Carnality Wastes Grace – Saved people can squander opportunities through 
fleshly living.  

6. Fruitlessness Produces Loss – Empty service may burn at Christ’s judgment seat.  

7. Grace Should Produce Labour – God’s mercy motivates service rather than 
laziness.  

 

2 Corinthians 6:2 – 7 Reasons Salvation Must Not Be Delayed 

1. God Appoints The Season – Man does not control how long opportunity remains.  

2. Christ Finished The Work – Nothing remains for the sinner to earn or complete.  

3. The Gospel Is Available Now – Present grace demands a present response.  

4. Tomorrow Is Never Promised – Death or hardened unbelief may close the 
opportunity.  

5. Delay Strengthens Resistance – Repeated rejection makes the conscience less 
responsive.  

6. Faith Must Receive Christ – Salvation comes through believing the completed 
gospel.  



7. Today Carries Eternal Weight – The sinner’s present decision determines his 
destiny.  

 

2 Corinthians 6:3 – 7 Ways Believers Protect The Ministry’s Testimony 

1. Avoid Needless Offence – Sinful conduct should never become a gospel stumbling 
block.  

2. Preserve Honest Character – Private behaviour must agree with public doctrine.  

3. Handle Money Transparently – Greed and secrecy bring reproach upon ministry.  

4. Govern Speech Carefully – Harshness, gossip, and corruption damage Christian 
witness.  

5. Limit Liberty Through Love – Personal freedom should not injure weaker believers.  

6. Accept Truth’s Offence – The cross may offend even when the messenger behaves 
faithfully.  

7. Leave Accusations Unproven – Let enemies find no legitimate fault in the servant.  

 

2 Corinthians 6:4 – 7 Tests That Approve Genuine Ministers 

1. Faithfulness In All Things – Genuine ministry remains consistent beyond the pulpit.  

2. Service Replaces Celebrity – God’s minister exists to serve rather than be admired.  

3. Patience Survives Delay – The true servant continues when results come slowly.  

4. Affliction Tests Conviction – Pressure reveals whether comfort or Christ governs 
the heart.  

5. Necessity Exposes Dependence – Shortage proves whether the servant truly relies 
upon God.  

6. Distress Narrows The Road – Faithfulness continues when no easy option remains.  

7. Endurance Demonstrates Calling – Ministry is approved through sustained 
obedience under pressure.  

 

2 Corinthians 6:5 – 7 Costs That Could Not Silence Paul 



1. Stripes Marked His Body – Beatings proved the gospel mattered more than 
personal comfort.  

2. Prisons Restricted Movement – Chains confined the messenger but never bound 
God’s word.  

3. Tumults Revealed Opposition – Truth disturbed religions, businesses, and crowds 
built upon error.  

4. Labours Exhausted His Strength – Grace produced hard work rather than religious 
laziness.  

5. Watchings Cost Him Sleep – Prayer, danger, travel, and concern kept him awake.  

6. Fastings Disciplined Appetite – Bodily desires were placed beneath spiritual 
purpose.  

7. Hardship Never Changed Truth – Physical suffering could not purchase Paul’s 
compromise.  

 

2 Corinthians 6:6 – 7 Marks Of A Spirit-Governed Minister 

1. Pureness Guards Character – Private holiness must agree with public preaching.  

2. Knowledge Directs Zeal – Sincerity without sound doctrine can still spread 
confusion.  

3. Longsuffering Endures People – Difficult believers require patience without 
surrendering truth.  

4. Kindness Controls Strength – Biblical boldness must never become fleshly cruelty.  

5. The Holy Ghost Supplies Power – Eternal fruit cannot be manufactured by human 
personality.  

6. Unfeigned Love Rejects Hypocrisy – Genuine charity serves without hidden selfish 
motives.  

7. Character Confirms The Message – The servant’s inward life must support his 
outward doctrine.  

 

2 Corinthians 6:7 – 7 Weapons Of A Truth-Armed Ministry 



1. Truth Governs The Message – God’s word replaces opinions, traditions, and 
emotional impressions.  

2. Right Division Prevents Confusion – Scripture must be handled honestly within its 
proper setting.  

3. God Supplies The Power – Spiritual results come from God rather than persuasive 
techniques.  

4. Weak Vessels Display Strength – Human limitation makes divine sufficiency more 
visible.  

5. Righteousness Forms The Armour – Holy conduct protects testimony and 
ministerial usefulness.  

6. Both Hands Remain Armed – The servant must advance truth while defending 
against error.  

7. Carnal Weapons Are Rejected – Spiritual warfare cannot be won through fleshly 
force.  

 

2 Corinthians 6:8 – 7 Contrasts That Test A Servant’s Reputation 

1. Honour Tests Humility – Praise must never become the servant’s source of identity.  

2. Dishonour Tests Faithfulness – Contempt must not persuade him to abandon 
truth.  

3. Evil Reports Test Conscience – Slander should be examined without becoming a 
controlling fear.  

4. Good Reports Test Motives – Appreciation must be received without becoming an 
idol.  

5. False Labels Cannot Change Reality – Calling Paul a deceiver never made him 
dishonest.  

6. Truth Outlives Public Opinion – Human reputation cannot overturn God’s final 
judgment.  

7. Christ’s Approval Remains Supreme – The faithful servant answers ultimately to 
the Lord. 

 



2 Corinthians 6:9 – 7 Paradoxes That Reveal Divine Preservation 

1. Unknown Before Men – Earthly obscurity never means God has forgotten His 
servant.  

2. Well Known By God – The Lord fully knows every hidden labour, wound, and motive.  

3. Appearing Near Death – Paul repeatedly served beneath the shadow of physical 
destruction.  

4. Living By God’s Mercy – Divine preservation kept him standing until his course was 
complete.  

5. Chastened Without Condemnation – Fatherly discipline trained the servant 
without cancelling salvation.  

6. Struck But Not Destroyed – God allowed suffering while setting boundaries upon 
its power.  

7. Appearance Could Not Explain Reality – Heaven’s verdict contradicted what 
earthly eyes assumed.  

 

2 Corinthians 6:10 – 7 Riches Hidden Beneath Earthly Loss 

1. Sorrow Did Not Rule – Genuine grief remained beneath the authority of eternal 
hope.  

2. Joy Survived Every Trial – Paul rejoiced in Christ when circumstances offered no 
happiness.  

3. Poverty Could Not Define Him – Material lack never measured his spiritual 
standing.  

4. The Gospel Enriched Multitudes – Paul gave others treasures money could never 
purchase.  

5. Earthly Possessions Remained Temporary – Visible ownership was only 
stewardship with an expiration date.  

6. Christ Supplied Every Treasure – Possessing the Saviour meant possessing all 
necessary spiritual riches.  

7. Eternal Wealth Outlasted Loss – No earthly deprivation could make Paul spiritually 
bankrupt.  



 

2 Corinthians 6:11 – 7 Marks Of An Enlarged Ministerial Heart 

1. Personal Appeal Reached Corinth – Paul addressed them directly because their 
condition mattered deeply.  

2. His Mouth Remained Open – He spoke truth plainly rather than hiding behind 
religious ambiguity.  

3. Honesty Rejected Manipulation – Paul communicated without craftiness, flattery, 
or concealed motives.  

4. Truth Flowed From Affection – His correction came from love rather than personal 
revenge.  

5. His Heart Made Room – Their failures had not crowded them out of his concern.  

6. Love Refused Sentimental Silence – Paul cared enough to confront what 
threatened their testimony.  

7. Grace Outgrew Their Offences – Disappointment could not shrink the heart God 
had enlarged.  

 

2 Corinthians 6:12 – 7 Walls That Cramp Christian Affection 

1. Paul’s Love Was Not Restricted – The shortage in the relationship did not begin in 
his heart.  

2. Corinth Misplaced The Blame – They felt distance while ignoring the obstruction 
within themselves.  

3. Suspicion Narrowed Their Affection – False accusations distorted their view of a 
faithful apostle.  

4. Pride Resisted Correction – Carnality treated truthful rebuke as personal hostility.  

5. False Teachers Stole Their Loyalty – They welcomed exploiters while growing cold 
toward Paul.  

6. Bitterness Furnished The Heart – Inward offences occupied space meant for 
gratitude and mercy.  

7. Grace Could Enlarge Them Again – Their cramped affections were exposed so 
restoration could begin.  



 

2 Corinthians 6:13 – 7 Calls To Enlarge The Christian Heart 

1. Respond To Faithful Love – Paul asked Corinth to return the affection he had freely 
shown.  

2. Reject Cold Ingratitude – Grace received should never be answered with suspicion 
and distance.  

3. Receive Fatherly Correction – Paul warned them as beloved children rather than 
hostile enemies.  

4. Take Personal Responsibility – They had to remove the inward restrictions 
cramping their affection.  

5. Let Truth Govern Emotion – Enlarged love must be directed by Scripture rather than 
sentiment.  

6. Restore Mutual Fellowship – Christian affection should not remain permanently 
one-sided.  

7. Love Without Compromise – A broad heart still requires firm doctrinal boundaries.  

 

2 Corinthians 6:14 – 7 Warnings Against The Unequal Yoke 

1. Unbelief Pulls Another Direction – Two opposing spiritual natures cannot share 
one controlling yoke.  

2. Marriage Requires Shared Faith – The closest earthly union should remain only in 
the Lord.  

3. Religious Mixture Corrupts Truth – Biblical Christianity cannot partner spiritually 
with false worship.  

4. Righteousness Rejects Unrighteous Control – Christ’s people must not submit 
obedience to sinful authority.  

5. Light Cannot Partner With Darkness – Truth must enter darkness as witness rather 
than join it.  

6. Separation Is Not Isolation – Believers should reach sinners without sharing their 
rebellion.  



7. Christ Must Govern Every Alliance – No relationship should require disobedience 
to His word.  

 

2 Corinthians 6:15 – 7 Contrasts Between Christ And Unbelief 

1. Christ Has No Concord With Belial – The righteous Lord never forms spiritual 
agreement with wickedness.  

2. Truth Cannot Unite With Lies – Genuine Christian unity must rest upon revealed 
doctrine.  

3. Believers Belong To Christ – Redemption places every saved person beneath His 
ownership.  

4. Infidels Lack Christ’s Portion – Unbelievers remain outside eternal life until they 
receive the gospel.  

5. Religion Cannot Replace Faith – Ceremony and sincerity do not make an 
unbeliever spiritually alive.  

6. Compassion Does Not Require Partnership – Christians may love the lost without 
joining their unbelief.  

7. The Gospel Changes The Division – An infidel receives the believer’s portion only 
through faith in Christ.  

 

2 Corinthians 6:16 – 7 Reasons God’s Temple Must Reject Idols 

1. Believers Are God’s Temple – The Holy Ghost indwells every person who has 
trusted Christ.  

2. The Temple Belongs To God – Christians are purchased property rather than 
independent owners.  

3. Living God Opposes Dead Idols – The true God saves and speaks while idols 
remain powerless.  

4. Idolatry Has Many Forms – Money, pleasure, tradition, and self can occupy God’s 
rightful throne.  

5. Grace Establishes Holy Identity – Believers separate because they are God’s 
people, not to become them.  



6. Indwelling Creates Responsibility – The Christian carries God’s temple into every 
private and public setting.  

7. God Shares His Throne With None – False worship cannot be mixed with devotion 
to the living God.  

 

2 Corinthians 6:17 – 7 Commands For A Separated Christian Walk 

1. Come Out From Spiritual Mixture – Believers must leave alliances that bind truth 
to unbelief.  

2. Remain Distinct Unto God – Separation means belonging wholly to the Lord rather 
than merely avoiding people.  

3. Reject Unclean Participation – Christians must refuse idolatry, false worship, 
immorality, and occult corruption.  

4. Obey The Lord’s Authority – Divine commands outrank public opinion, 
convenience, and religious pressure.  

5. Witness Without Joining Rebellion – Believers should reach the lost while 
remaining separate from their sin.  

6. Protect Practical Fellowship – Compromise cannot remove salvation but can 
damage joy, testimony, and usefulness.  

7. Choose God’s Reception Over Man’s – Divine approval is worth more than 
acceptance purchased through compromise.  

 

2 Corinthians 6:18 – 7 Privileges Of God’s Separated Children 

1. God Acts As Father – He provides, guides, comforts, protects, and corrects His 
children.  

2. Sonship Comes Through Faith – Believers enter God’s family through Christ rather 
than works or separation.  

3. Daughters Share Full Standing – Believing women possess equal salvation, 
access, inheritance, and eternal life.  

4. Adoption Secures Relationship – Disobedience may hinder fellowship but cannot 
cancel the believer’s sonship.  



5. Family Likeness Requires Holiness – God’s children should reflect their Father’s 
character before the world.  

6. The Almighty Sustains Obedience – God can provide when separation costs 
relationships, opportunity, or security.  

7. Grace Produces Separated Living – Christians come out because they belong to 
God, not to earn His acceptance. 

 

2 Corinthians 7:1 – 7 Steps Toward Perfecting Christian Holiness 

1. Stand Upon God’s Promises – Grace provides the foundation from which practical 
holiness grows.  

2. Cleanse The Outward Walk – Bodily conduct must be separated from every fleshly 
defilement.  

3. Purify The Inward Spirit – Pride, bitterness, envy, and corrupt motives must also be 
judged.  

4. Refuse Selective Surrender – God commands cleansing from all filthiness, 
including favourite hidden sins.  

5. Grow Beyond Yesterday’s Progress – Perfecting holiness requires continuing 
maturity rather than spiritual stagnation.  

6. Walk In Godly Fear – Reverence and accountability keep grace from becoming 
careless living.  

7. Match Practice With Position – Daily conduct should increasingly reflect the 
believer’s perfect standing in Christ.  

 

2 Corinthians 7:2 – 7 Marks Of A Ministry Worth Receiving 

1. It Treats People Justly – Faithful ministry refuses to injure, oppress, or misuse those 
it serves.  

2. It Preserves Moral Purity – Genuine servants do not corrupt vulnerable people 
through secret uncleanness.  

3. It Guards Sound Doctrine – God’s word is handled honestly rather than twisted for 
personal advantage.  



4. It Refuses Financial Exploitation – Ministers must never make merchandise of the 
saints.  

5. It Welcomes Honest Examination – Clean conduct does not fear reasonable 
questions or transparent accountability.  

6. It Seeks People Over Possessions – True servants desire spiritual growth rather 
than personal gain.  

7. It Leaves Accusations Unproven – Enemies may slander, but integrity keeps their 
charges without evidence.  

 

2 Corinthians 7:3 – 7 Proofs That Correction Is Not Condemnation 

1. Plain Speech Can Still Love – Strong correction may flow from deep affection 
rather than personal hostility.  

2. Believers Remain Free From Condemnation – Christ bore the eternal sentence 
completely at Calvary.  

3. Chastening Confirms Sonship – Fatherly discipline corrects saved children 
without cancelling their relationship.  

4. Paul’s Heart Stayed Open – Corinth’s failures never removed them from his inward 
concern.  

5. Truth Sought Their Restoration – His defence aimed to repair fellowship rather than 
humiliate the church.  

6. Love Endured Through Life – Paul remained committed to their growth through 
prolonged difficulty.  

7. Love Was Ready For Death – His loyalty extended beyond comfort to personal 
sacrifice.  

 

2 Corinthians 7:4 – 7 Realities That Filled Paul With Joy 

1. Bold Speech Confronted Sin – Paul spoke plainly because spiritual danger required 
unmistakable truth.  

2. Love Governed His Boldness – His correction came from an enlarged heart rather 
than fleshly cruelty.  



3. Confidence Expected Restoration – He believed God’s grace could still produce 
obedience in Corinth.  

4. Their Repentance Confirmed His Boasting – Corinth’s response proved his hope 
had not been misplaced.  

5. God Supplied Abundant Comfort – Divine consolation reached Paul through Titus 
and encouraging news.  

6. Joy Existed Inside Tribulation – Paul rejoiced before every outward conflict had 
disappeared.  

7. Grace Gave Trouble No Final Word – Affliction remained real, but it could not 
conquer his inward life.  

 

2 Corinthians 7:5 – 7 Pressures That Surrounded Paul In Macedonia 

1. His Flesh Had No Rest – Physical exhaustion followed him into another demanding 
field of ministry.  

2. Trouble Came From Every Side – Paul faced pressure without finding an easy 
direction of escape.  

3. Outward Conflict Continued – Enemies and opposition kept the apostolic work 
under constant strain.  

4. Inward Fears Remained Real – Faithful service did not make Paul emotionally 
incapable of concern.  

5. Weakness Did Not Cancel Calling – Human limitation never proved that Paul had 
missed God’s will.  

6. Love Increased The Burden – His concern for Corinth weighed heavily because the 
people mattered.  

7. The Trouble Prepared The Comfort – Verse 5 created the dark background for 
God’s intervention in verse 6.  

 

2 Corinthians 7:6 – 7 Ways God Comforts The Cast Down 

1. God Interrupts Despair – “Nevertheless God” prevents trouble from delivering the 
final verdict.  



2. He Comforts The Lowly – Divine consolation reaches believers who are weary, 
discouraged, and brought down.  

3. Weakness Invites His Sufficiency – God meets servants where natural strength 
has reached its limit.  

4. He Uses Faithful People – Titus became the human instrument through whom 
divine comfort arrived.  

5. Presence Can Strengthen Hearts – A faithful brother’s arrival may comfort before a 
word is spoken.  

6. Unknown Servants Carry Great Value – Titus needed no fame to perform an 
indispensable ministry.  

7. Comfort Moves Through The Body – God strengthens one believer through another 
so grace keeps travelling.  

 

2 Corinthians 7:7 – 7 Evidences That Corinth Responded Properly 

1. Their Earnest Desire Returned – The Corinthians genuinely longed for restored 
fellowship with Paul.  

2. Their Mourning Revealed Conviction – Their grief showed that the severe letter had 
reached their consciences.  

3. Their Fervent Mind Revived – Cold suspicion gave way to renewed affection and 
spiritual zeal.  

4. Their Response Comforted Titus – Corinth’s repentance strengthened the 
messenger who witnessed it.  

5. Titus Reported Truthfully – His faithful account replaced Paul’s fears with reliable 
information.  

6. Repentance Comforted Paul – Their obedience became an answer to the burden 
he had carried.  

7. Grace Increased His Joy – Paul rejoiced more because correction had produced 
restoration rather than rebellion.  

 

2 Corinthians 7:8 – 7 Truths About Correction That Causes Sorrow 



1. Faithful Truth May Hurt – Necessary correction can grieve the conscience without 
becoming unloving.  

2. Paul Accepted Responsibility – He admitted that his own letter had made the 
Corinthians sorrowful.  

3. Love Felt The Pain Too – Paul temporarily regretted the letter because he cared 
about those it wounded.  

4. Fruit Ended His Regret – Their repentance proved that sending the severe letter had 
been necessary.  

5. The Same Epistle Produced Healing – The words that caused sorrow also 
awakened spiritual restoration.  

6. Godly Sorrow Has A Purpose – Pain becomes profitable when it moves the believer 
toward repentance.  

7. The Sorrow Lasted A Season – Biblical correction aims at recovery rather than 
permanent humiliation.  

 

2 Corinthians 7:9 – 7 Results Of Sorrow That Leads To Repentance 

1. Paul Rejoiced – He rejoiced because their sorrow produced a right response.  

2. Pain Was Not The Goal – Paul took no pleasure in merely making them sorry.  

3. Sorrow Led Somewhere – Their grief moved them toward genuine repentance.  

4. Godly Sorrow Corrected Them – They viewed their wrong according to God’s 
judgment.  

5. Repentance Prevented Damage – Their response protected them from greater 
spiritual loss.  

6. Correction Proved Profitable – Paul’s severe letter helped rather than harmed 
them.  

7. Humility Brought Restoration – Agreeing with God restored what stubbornness 
endangered.  

 

2 Corinthians 7:10 – 7 Differences Between Godly And Worldly Sorrow 



1. Godly Sorrow Faces Sin – It agrees with God instead of defending the flesh.  

2. Godly Sorrow Works Repentance – It produces a genuine change of mind and 
direction.  

3. Repentance Brings Deliverance – It saves the believer from further spiritual 
damage.  

4. True Repentance Brings No Regret – No man loses by getting right with God.  

5. Worldly Sorrow Centers On Self – It mourns consequences more than the offence 
against God.  

6. Worldly Sorrow Refuses The Remedy – It grieves without turning to God in faith.  

7. Worldly Sorrow Works Death – Its path ends in hardness, despair, ruin, and loss.  

 

2 Corinthians 7:11 – 7 Evidences Of Genuine Repentance 

1. Carefulness Replaced Neglect – They became serious about what they had once 
tolerated.  

2. Clearing Replaced Excuses – They separated themselves from the wrong through 
obedience.  

3. Indignation Replaced Indifference – They became angry with the evil instead of the 
correction.  

4. Fear Replaced Presumption – They recognized the seriousness of sin before God.  

5. Vehement Desire Sought Restoration – They earnestly wanted the matter made 
right.  

6. Zeal Produced Action – Their repentance moved beyond words into energetic 
obedience.  

7. Revenge Executed Justice – They dealt firmly with the wrong and cleared the 
church.  

 

2 Corinthians 7:12 – 7 Purposes Behind Paul’s Severe Letter 

1. The Wrong Had To Be Faced – Paul refused to hide the reality of the offence.  

2. The Injured Could Not Be Ignored – Sin had caused another person genuine harm.  



3. The Whole Church Was Involved – Tolerated evil had exposed a congregation-wide 
problem.  

4. Correction Revealed Spiritual Condition – Their response showed whether they 
stood with truth.  

5. Paul’s Care Became Visible – His sharp words proved his concern for their welfare.  

6. His Motive Stood Before God – Paul corrected them under the eye of the highest 
Witness.  

7. Faithful Love Risked Misunderstanding – He accepted temporary sorrow to 
prevent lasting damage.  

 

2 Corinthians 7:13 – 7 Results Of Repentance That Refreshes Others 

1. Comfort Followed Correction – Their repentance opened the way for genuine 
consolation.  

2. Paul Shared Their Comfort – Their restoration lifted the burden from his heart.  

3. Titus Returned Joyful – The difficult mission ended with spiritual encouragement.  

4. Joy Multiplied Through Fellowship – Titus’s joy increased Paul’s own rejoicing.  

5. Repentance Refreshed A Servant – Their changed conduct strengthened Titus 
inwardly.  

6. The Whole Church Helped – Their united response created an atmosphere of 
refreshment.  

7. Truth Produced Better Fellowship – Correction led to restored comfort, joy, and 
affection.  

 

2 Corinthians 7:14 – 7 Proofs Paul’s Confidence Was Truthful 

1. Paul Had Spoken Well Of Them – He commended Corinth before Titus with honest 
confidence.  

2. His Boasting Survived Examination – Titus’s visit proved Paul had not exaggerated.  

3. Truth Governed Paul’s Speech – He spoke honestly both to Corinth and about 
Corinth.  



4. Repentance Vindicated His Judgment – Their obedience confirmed his hopeful 
assessment.  

5. Conduct Supported Their Testimony – Their response supplied visible proof of 
grace.  

6. Paul Had No Cause For Shame – The Corinthians did not embarrass the trust he 
placed in them.  

7. Reality Confirmed The Report – What Paul had boasted was found to be true.  

 

2 Corinthians 7:15 – 7 Ways Obedience Deepened Titus’s Affection 

1. Affection Grew Inwardly – Titus’s love for Corinth became stronger after his visit.  

2. Obedience Made The Difference – Their actions proved that repentance had been 
genuine.  

3. Good Memories Strengthened Fellowship – Titus remembered their humble 
response to truth.  

4. The Whole Church Responded – Their united obedience refreshed and encouraged 
him.  

5. Fear Replaced Carelessness – They treated apostolic correction with proper 
seriousness.  

6. Trembling Replaced Pride – Their former presumption gave way to humility before 
God.  

7. They Received The Messenger – Welcoming Titus showed they had accepted 
Paul’s instruction.  

 

2 Corinthians 7:16 – 7 Foundations Of Restored Confidence 

1. Repentance Replaced Rebellion – Their changed direction gave Paul reason to 
trust them again.  

2. Obedience Supplied Evidence – His confidence rested upon proven conduct, not 
sentiment.  

3. Joy Followed Restoration – Paul rejoiced when the church responded properly.  



4. Failure Was Not Final – Corinth’s past did not permanently define its future.  

5. Grace Made Trust Possible – Paul saw God’s work operating within difficult 
believers.  

6. Confidence Extended Forward – Their present obedience encouraged hope in 
future matters.  

7. Correction Reached Its Goal – The chapter ended with joy, fellowship, and 
renewed trust.  

 

2 Corinthians 8:1 – 7 Evidences Of Grace In The Macedonian Churches 

1. Grace Was Bestowed – Their generosity began with God’s work in them.  

2. Churches Shared The Grace – Entire congregations displayed the same spiritual 
liberality.  

3. Giving Followed Salvation – They gave as brethren already saved by grace.  

4. Grace Reached Their Possessions – Their doctrine became visible in practical 
stewardship.  

5. Macedonia Became An Example – Poor churches instructed believers with greater 
resources.  

6. God Received The Glory – Their generosity was credited to divine grace, not human 
goodness.  

7. Grace Produced An Open Hand – God’s favour changed how they viewed what they 
possessed.  

 

2 Corinthians 8:2 – 7 Paradoxes Of Macedonian Liberality 

1. Affliction Became A Testing Ground – Severe pressure revealed the reality of their 
faith.  

2. Joy Abounded In Trouble – Their circumstances could not silence Holy Ghost joy.  

3. Poverty Did Not Imprison Them – Material lack failed to close their hearts.  

4. Need Produced Generosity – Their own hardship did not blind them to other saints.  

5. Poor Believers Displayed Riches – Their liberality made them spiritually wealthy.  



6. Grace Changed The Equation – Affliction and poverty overflowed into sacrificial 
giving.  

7. Heaven Weighed The Sacrifice – God measured more than the outward amount.  

 

2 Corinthians 8:3 – 7 Marks Of Willing Sacrificial Giving 

1. They Gave To Their Power – They faithfully used the ability God had supplied.  

2. They Went Beyond Expectation – Grace moved them past ordinary measures of 
comfort.  

3. Their Sacrifice Was Verified – Paul personally bore record of their generosity.  

4. No Pressure Was Required – Their giving did not come through manipulation.  

5. Their Hearts Were Willing – Desire governed the gift before money left the hand.  

6. They Acted Of Themselves – Their participation was voluntary and sincere.  

7. Grace Preserved Their Liberty – Sacrifice arose from within rather than being 
forced from without.  

 

2 Corinthians 8:4 – 7 Reasons The Macedonians Begged To Participate 

1. They Desired The Privilege – They earnestly asked Paul to receive their 
contribution.  

2. They Viewed Giving As A Gift – Their offering was freely given, not spiritually 
purchased.  

3. They Wanted Fellowship – Giving joined them to the work and needs of other 
believers.  

4. They Recognized Real Ministry – Practical assistance was genuine service to God.  

5. They Loved The Saints – Their generosity was directed toward fellow members of 
Christ’s body.  

6. Poverty Did Not Exclude Them – They refused to remain spectators because they 
possessed little.  

7. Grace Made Them Insistent – Paul did not pressure them; they pressed Paul to 
include them. 



 

2 Corinthians 8:5 – 7 Truths About Giving Yourself First 

1. Their Response Exceeded Expectation – The Macedonians offered more than Paul 
had anticipated.  

2. Self-Surrender Came First – They gave themselves before giving their possessions.  

3. Their Gift Was Personal – They offered their own selves rather than another 
person’s service.  

4. The Lord Received First Place – Their primary allegiance belonged to Jesus Christ.  

5. Surrender Produced Service – Belonging to Christ made them available to faithful 
ministers.  

6. Grace Reached The Whole Life – Their bodies, wills, resources, and labour became 
the Lord’s.  

7. God’s Will Governed Everything – Their consecration and cooperation followed 
divine directions.  

 

2 Corinthians 8:6 – 7 Lessons About Finishing What Grace Begins 

1. Titus Had Already Begun – His earlier ministry established the work among the 
Corinthians.  

2. A Beginning Was Not Enough – Readiness needed to become completed 
obedience.  

3. Faithful Men Receive Responsibility – Titus’s proven character qualified him for 
further service.  

4. Grace Requires Follow-Through – Spiritual desire must eventually produce 
practical performance.  

5. Organization Served The Ministry – Paul used planning and delegation without 
abandoning grace.  

6. Generosity Needed Development – The work had to be finished within the 
believers themselves.  

7. Completion Honours The Promise – The poor saints needed the actual gift, not 
Corinthian intentions.  



 

2 Corinthians 8:7 – 7 Graces That Should Abound Together 

1. Faith Must Abound – Confidence in God should govern both salvation and 
stewardship.  

2. Utterance Must Become Action – Spiritual speech should produce practical 
obedience.  

3. Knowledge Must Serve Love – Doctrine should strengthen fellowship rather than 
inflate pride.  

4. Diligence Must Finish Duties – Earnestness carries commitments beyond their 
exciting beginning.  

5. Love Must Prove Itself – Affection becomes visible through faithful service and 
sacrifice.  

6. Giving Is Also A Grace – Generosity belongs within Christian growth, not outside it.  

7. Maturity Must Be Balanced – Strength in one area cannot excuse neglect in 
another.  

 

2 Corinthians 8:8 – 7 Tests Of Sincere Christian Love 

1. Giving Was Not Commanded – Paul refused to manufacture generosity through 
legal compulsion.  

2. Macedonia Supplied The Occasion – Their forwardness gave Corinth a powerful 
example.  

3. Others Can Provoke Obedience – Faithful saints make comfortable excuses harder 
to defend.  

4. Love Must Face Examination – Christian affection requires more than impressive 
words.  

5. Action Supplies The Proof – Practical sacrifice reveals whether professed love is 
genuine.  

6. Grace Preserves Willingness – The gift had to rise from the heart rather than 
pressure.  



7. Sincerity Survives The Cost – Real love remains active when service becomes 
inconvenient. 

 

2 Corinthians 8:9 – 7 Riches Found In Christ’s Poverty 

1. Christ Possessed Eternal Riches – He shared divine glory before the world began.  

2. Grace Brought Him Down – The eternal Son willingly entered human humiliation.  

3. His Poverty Was Voluntary – No man forced Him from heaven to the cross.  

4. His Sacrifice Was Personal – He became poor specifically for our sakes.  

5. Calvary Paid The Full Price – His finished work requires no human addition.  

6. Believers Receive Spiritual Riches – His poverty secured righteousness, life, 
sonship, and inheritance.  

7. Grace Becomes Our Pattern – Those enriched by Christ should learn sacrificial 
generosity.  

 

2 Corinthians 8:10 – 7 Warnings Against Unfinished Intentions 

1. Paul Offered Honest Advice – He distinguished wise counsel from compulsory 
commandment.  

2. Completion Was Expedient – Finishing the gift would spiritually benefit the 
Corinthians.  

3. They Had Begun Earlier – The collection was already a year in progress.  

4. Initial Action Was Not Enough – Starting the work did not remove the duty to finish.  

5. Their Readiness Had Been Genuine – They once possessed an eager and willing 
mind.  

6. Their Zeal Had Influenced Others – Corinth’s forwardness had provoked many 
believers.  

7. Time Exposed The Delay – A year of waiting revealed the gap between intention and 
performance.  

 



2 Corinthians 8:11 – 7 Commands That Turn Willingness Into Performance 

1. Obedience Must Begin Now – Last year’s readiness could not complete today’s 
responsibility.  

2. The Work Must Be Performed – Paul called for action rather than another 
discussion.  

3. The Specific Duty Mattered – The promised collection itself had to be completed.  

4. Readiness Needed An Answer – Their outward conduct should match their willing 
hearts.  

5. Performance Must Join Willingness – Grace requires both inward purpose and 
outward action.  

6. Giving Came From Present Resources – They were to use what God had already 
supplied.  

7. Personal Stewardship Could Not Be Transferred – Corinth had to perform its own 
obedience.  

 

2 Corinthians 8:12 – 7 Principles Of God’s Fair Measure 

1. Willingness Comes First – God examines the heart before measuring the gift.  

2. The Gift May Be Accepted – Sincere service can be well pleasing unto God.  

3. Ability Determines Responsibility – Each believer gives according to what he 
possesses.  

4. Equal Amounts Are Not Required – God measures proportion rather than identical 
totals.  

5. Small Gifts Still Matter – Limited resources do not make willing service 
insignificant.  

6. Nonexistent Resources Are Not Demanded – God never judges a man by what he 
lacks.  

7. Faithfulness Remains Personal – Every believer answers for what God placed in 
his hand.  

 



2 Corinthians 8:13 – 7 Safeguards Against Burdensome Giving 

1. Relief Must Be Balanced – Helping others should not unnecessarily crush the giver.  

2. Grace Rejects Exploitation – Christian generosity must never become financial 
manipulation.  

3. Need Does Not Cancel Wisdom – Compassion should operate together with 
sound judgment.  

4. Giving Has Biblical Limits – God does not demand resources a believer does not 
possess.  

5. Sacrifice Is Not Self-Destruction – Costly giving differs from irresponsible financial 
ruin.  

6. Responsibility Remains Personal – Helping others does not erase obligations to 
one’s own household.  

7. Christian Charity Must Be Fair – One believer should not be burdened merely to 
make another comfortable.  

 

2 Corinthians 8:14 – 7 Principles Of Biblical Equality 

1. Present Abundance Meets Present Want – God can use one believer’s supply to 
answer another’s need.  

2. Circumstances Can Reverse – Today’s giver may become tomorrow’s recipient.  

3. Equality Is Not Identical Wealth – Paul teaches sufficient provision rather than 
forced sameness.  

4. Abundance Creates Stewardship – Extra resources carry opportunities for 
Christian ministry.  

5. Want Invites Mutual Care – Genuine need should concern other members of 
Christ’s body.  

6. Giving Works Both Directions – Christian fellowship is reciprocal rather than 
permanently one-sided.  

7. Grace Bridges The Difference – Willing supply closes the gap between abundance 
and legitimate lack.  

 



2 Corinthians 8:15 – 7 Lessons From The Manna Measure 

1. Scripture Settles The Principle – Paul supports his teaching with what God had 
already written.  

2. Some Gathered Much – Different amounts existed within God’s provision.  

3. Some Gathered Little – Lesser supply did not make a man spiritually inferior.  

4. Much Did Not Mean Excess – Greater gathering served the need God had 
appointed.  

5. Little Did Not Mean Lack – God’s provision was sufficient for the smaller 
household.  

6. Equality Did Not Require Sameness – Different amounts could still produce 
sufficient provision.  

7. God Remained The Provider – Every measure of manna ultimately came from 
heaven.  

 

2 Corinthians 8:16 – 7 Marks Of God-Given Ministry Care 

1. God Deserves The Thanks – Paul credited the Lord for Titus’s faithful concern.  

2. Care Can Be God-Planted – The Lord worked genuine concern into Titus’s heart.  

3. Earnestness Goes Beyond Duty – Titus served from sincere burden rather than 
mere assignment.  

4. Faithful Workers Care Personally – Titus was concerned for the Corinthians 
themselves.  

5. True Ministry Begins Within – Outward service flowed from inward spiritual 
concern.  

6. God Produces Likeminded Servants – Titus shared Paul’s earnest care for Corinth.  

7. People Matter More Than Projects – The collection mattered, but the saints 
mattered more. 

 

2 Corinthians 8:17 – 7 Marks Of Willing Service 

1. Exhortation Was Accepted – Titus received godly direction without resistance.  



2. His Heart Was Forward – He already possessed genuine eagerness for the work.  

3. Service Was Voluntary – Titus went of his own accord rather than by compulsion.  

4. Burden Produced Action – His concern for Corinth moved beyond words into 
movement.  

5. Authority And Willingness Agreed – Paul’s exhortation matched what God had 
stirred within Titus.  

6. Zeal Remained Ordered – His eagerness operated within sound apostolic direction.  

7. Faithfulness Took Him There – Titus actually went where the ministry need 
required.  

 

2 Corinthians 8:18 – 7 Marks Of A Trusted Gospel Worker 

1. He Travelled With Titus – Shared ministry provided accountability and 
companionship.  

2. His Character Was Proven – Paul chose a man already known for faithful service.  

3. His Praise Was Gospel-Centered – His reputation came from labour in the gospel.  

4. His Testimony Was Widespread – Many churches recognized his faithfulness.  

5. His Name Was Secondary – Scripture values proven character more than personal 
fame.  

6. Trust Followed Faithfulness – Responsibility came after a demonstrated record.  

7. Ministry Was Cooperative – Paul’s work involved dependable fellowlabourers, not 
one-man control. 

  

2 Corinthians 8:19 – 7 Safeguards Of Grace Administration 

1. The Churches Chose Him – Congregations had a voice in selecting a trusted 
representative.  

2. He Travelled With The Team – Shared responsibility protected the ministry from 
suspicion.  

3. The Offering Was Grace – Christian giving remained voluntary rather than legal 
taxation.  



4. The Gift Was Administered – Spiritual generosity still required careful practical 
oversight.  

5. The Lord Received Glory – Proper stewardship directed praise toward Christ.  

6. Readiness Needed Declaration – Corinth’s willing mind had to become visible 
obedience.  

7. Integrity Surrounded The Offering – Trustworthy men and transparent procedures 
guarded the gift.  

 

2 Corinthians 8:20 – 7 Principles Of Financial Accountability 

1. Blame Was To Be Avoided – Paul planned ahead to prevent reasonable 
accusations.  

2. Integrity Needed Visibility – Private innocence did not replace public 
accountability.  

3. Abundance Required Caution – Larger resources demanded greater stewardship.  

4. Administration Was Shared – Paul refused to handle the collection as a one-man 
operation.  

5. Church Money Was Stewardship – The funds belonged to the ministry purpose, not 
the administrator.  

6. Safeguards Protected Everyone – Accountability defended both the churches and 
their servants.  

7. Honesty Needed Structure – Trust was supported by careful, reviewable 
administration. 

 

2 Corinthians 8:21 – 7 Marks Of Visible Integrity 

1. Honesty Must Be Planned – Paul arranged ministry so integrity could be clearly 
seen.  

2. God Sees The Heart – The Lord knows motives hidden from every human observer.  

3. Men See The Conduct – Public testimony still matters in Christian stewardship.  



4. Transparency Protects Trust – Honest procedures strengthen confidence in faithful 
servants.  

5. Reproach Should Be Avoided – Believers should not hand critics legitimate 
reasons for blame.  

6. Stewardship Needs Accountability – Spiritual leadership does not cancel practical 
responsibility.  

7. Integrity Works In Both Directions – Christian conduct should be clean before God 
and men.  

 

2 Corinthians 8:22 – 7 Qualities Of A Proven Servant 

1. He Was Frequently Tested – His diligence had been observed again and again.  

2. He Was Faithful In Many Things – Reliability followed him across different 
responsibilities.  

3. Proof Came Before Promotion – Trust grew from demonstrated character rather 
than claims.  

4. Greater Trust Increased Diligence – Responsibility made him more careful, not 
more comfortable.  

5. Past Faithfulness Was Not Enough – His diligence remained strong in the present 
assignment.  

6. Confidence Strengthened Service – Paul’s trust in Corinth encouraged greater 
earnestness.  

7. Character Survived Repetition – His testimony endured time, variety, and 
responsibility.  

 

2 Corinthians 8:23 – 7 Marks Of Christ-Honoring Messengers 

1. Titus Was A Partner – Paul recognized him as a genuine fellowworker in ministry.  

2. Titus Was A Fellowhelper – His service was directed toward helping the Corinthian 
believers.  

3. The Brethren Were Proven – Their character could withstand reasonable inquiry.  



4. They Were Church Messengers – Local assemblies recognized and sent them.  

5. Their Ministry Was Cooperative – Shared service replaced one-man religious 
control.  

6. Their Lives Reflected Christ – Faithful conduct made them “the glory of Christ.”  

7. Christ Remained The Focus – Their usefulness pointed beyond themselves to the 
Lord.  

 

2 Corinthians 8:24 – 7 Proofs That Love Must Act 

1. Love Must Be Shown – Corinth’s profession needed visible expression.  

2. Readiness Needed Completion – Earlier willingness had to become finished 
obedience.  

3. The Churches Were Watching – Corinth’s response carried a wider Christian 
testimony.  

4. Giving Could Prove Sincerity – Practical sacrifice could confirm genuine love.  

5. Words Needed Supporting Deeds – Profession alone could not complete the 
collection.  

6. Paul’s Confidence Needed Vindication – Faithfulness would prove his boasting 
was justified.  

7. Grace Must Reach Performance – True Christian love eventually moves from 
intention to action.  

 

2 Corinthians 9:1 – 7 Truths About Ministering To The Saints 

1. Saints Can Have Needs – Saved believers may still require practical material help.  

2. Giving Is Ministry – Financial assistance can become genuine service to the body of 
Christ.  

3. Grace Produces Good Works – Believers serve because they are saved, not to 
become saved.  

4. Need Gives Love Opportunity – Genuine necessity creates a place for Christian 
compassion to act.  



5. Known Truth Needs Obedience – Corinth already understood the duty before Paul 
reminded them.  

6. Reminders Still Have Value – Familiar doctrine can require renewed practical 
attention.  

7. Knowledge Must Become Service – Bible understanding is incomplete when it 
never reaches the hands.  

 

2 Corinthians 9:2 – 7 Effects Of A Forward Mind 

1. Readiness Begins Within – Corinth’s generosity first existed as willingness in the 
mind.  

2. Paul Recognized Their Zeal – Their forwardness was genuine enough for apostolic 
commendation.  

3. Their Example Travelled – Corinth’s readiness became known among the 
Macedonian believers.  

4. Their Zeal Stirred Others – One church’s enthusiasm provoked many toward good 
works.  

5. Influence Creates Responsibility – Public example makes continued faithfulness 
increasingly important.  

6. A Year Tested Readiness – Passing time revealed whether intention would become 
performance.  

7. Godly Zeal Can Multiply – Sincere obedience in one believer can awaken 
obedience in another.  

 

2 Corinthians 9:3 – 7 Reasons Paul Sent The Brethren 

1. Readiness Needed Assistance – Trusted brethren helped Corinth complete what it 
had already begun.  

2. Confidence Did Not Cancel Preparation – Paul trusted them while still planning 
carefully.  

3. Boasting Needed Vindication – Their performance would prove Paul’s 
commendation was justified.  



4. Good Intentions Needed Structure – Willingness required practical organization 
before Paul arrived.  

5. The Brethren Prevented Embarrassment – Early preparation could avoid a last-
minute failure.  

6. Grace Giving Was Still Voluntary – The messengers assisted willingness rather 
than manufacturing it.  

7. Preparation Protects Testimony – Being ready would keep Corinth’s public 
reputation consistent with reality.  

 

2 Corinthians 9:4 – 7 Dangers Of Being Found Unprepared 

1. Visitors Could Expose Delay – Macedonian believers might discover Corinth had 
not finished preparing.  

2. Past Zeal Could Look Empty – Earlier enthusiasm would lose credibility without 
present performance.  

3. Paul’s Confidence Was At Stake – His public boasting depended upon Corinth 
proving faithful.  

4. Corinth Could Face Shame – Unpreparedness would create avoidable 
embarrassment before other believers.  

5. Reputation Requires Maintenance – Yesterday’s faithfulness cannot permanently 
carry today’s testimony.  

6. Preparation Prevents Regret – Paul acted beforehand so failure would not have to 
be explained afterward.  

7. Profession Must Survive Inspection – A strong testimony should remain true when 
others finally see the evidence.  

 

2 Corinthians 9:5 – 7 Safeguards Of Prepared Bounty 

1. The Brethren Went Before – Trusted workers helped prepare the gift before Paul 
arrived.  

2. The Bounty Was Prepared Early – Grace giving was organized rather than rushed.  

3. Corinth Had Prior Notice – The offering was not sprung upon them unexpectedly.  



4. Readiness Needed Completion – Earlier willingness had to become an actual 
prepared gift.  

5. The Gift Remained Bounty – Their contribution was generosity rather than a 
religious tax.  

6. Pressure Was Intentionally Avoided – Paul removed last-minute circumstances 
that could force giving.  

7. Covetousness Was Shut Out – The collection was not to resemble money being 
squeezed from saints.  

 

2 Corinthians 9:6 – 7 Laws Of Spiritual Sowing 

1. Sparing Seed Limits Harvest – Restricted sowing naturally produces restricted 
fruit.  

2. Bountiful Seed Enlarges Harvest – Generous stewardship creates greater 
opportunity for spiritual fruit.  

3. Giving Is Compared To Sowing – What leaves the hand can become productive in 
God’s service.  

4. The Harvest Is Not Mere Cash – Reaping includes righteousness, thanksgiving, 
ministry, and reward.  

5. Ability Still Determines Measure – Bountiful giving is judged according to what God 
has supplied.  

6. God Sees More Than Amounts – Motive, sacrifice, proportion, and stewardship 
matter before heaven.  

7. Held Seed Cannot Multiply – Resources never surrendered cannot produce the 
fruit faithful giving might bring.  

 

2 Corinthians 9:7 – 7 Marks Of A Cheerful Giver 

1. Giving Is Personally Purposed – Every believer settles the matter in his own heart 
before God.  

2. The Heart Comes Before The Hand – Christian generosity begins with inward 
willingness.  



3. Purpose Must Become Giving – Good intentions are incomplete until the gift is 
actually given.  

4. Grudging Gifts Miss The Spirit – Resentful giving contradicts the grace Paul is 
teaching.  

5. Necessity Has No Place – Christian giving must not be produced by external 
compulsion.  

6. Grace Rejects Manipulation – Pressure, shame, and coercion are foreign to Paul’s 
pattern.  

7. God Loves Cheerful Generosity – Willing joy in giving pleases the Lord.  

 

2 Corinthians 9:8 – 7 Results Of Abounding Grace 

1. God Remains Fully Able – The believer’s confidence rests in divine ability rather 
than present resources.  

2. Grace Can Abound Toward Us – God supplies more than money for faithful 
Christian service.  

3. Sufficiency Comes From God – He is able to provide what His servants genuinely 
need.  

4. Contentment Guards The Heart – Biblical sufficiency is enough for faithful living, 
not endless luxury.  

5. Provision Has A Purpose – God supplies believers so they can remain useful.  

6. Grace Produces Good Works – Divine supply should result in active Christian 
service.  

7. Abundance Should Flow Outward – God’s blessings make the believer richer in 
usefulness, not merely possessions. 

 

2 Corinthians 9:9 – 7 Fruits Of Open-Handed Righteousness 

1. Scripture Commends Generosity – Paul grounds giving in the written word of God.  

2. The Righteous Man Disperses – Faithful stewardship sends resources outward 
instead of hoarding them.  



3. The Poor Are Remembered – Biblical generosity gives practical help to genuine 
need.  

4. Giving Reveals Character – Open hands can display the fruit of righteousness 
already present.  

5. Charity Does Not Save – Good works follow salvation rather than purchasing 
justification.  

6. Temporary Gifts Produce Lasting Fruit – Material resources can serve purposes 
that outlive the transaction.  

7. God Remembers Righteous Service – Faithful generosity has consequences that 
endure beyond this life.  

 

2 Corinthians 9:10 – 7 Ways God Supplies The Sower 

1. God Provides The Seed – Every resource available for ministry ultimately comes 
from Him.  

2. God Provides The Bread – He also recognizes the giver’s legitimate daily needs.  

3. Seed Must Be Sown – Resources meant for ministry accomplish nothing while 
permanently withheld.  

4. God Multiplies What Is Sown – He can enlarge the usefulness and effect of faithful 
generosity.  

5. Increase Remains Stewardship – More provision should create greater usefulness 
rather than greater selfishness.  

6. Righteousness Produces Fruit – Good works grow from a life already made 
righteous in Christ.  

7. God Controls The Harvest – The believer sows faithfully while the Lord determines 
the increase.  

 

2 Corinthians 9:11 – 7 Purposes Of Christian Enrichment 

1. God Can Enrich The Believer – Divine provision extends beyond money to every 
needful resource.  

2. Enrichment Has A Purpose – God supplies so His people can become more useful.  



3. Bountifulness Should Increase – Greater provision should create greater 
opportunities for generosity.  

4. Blessing Must Flow Outward – Christian abundance is not designed to terminate 
upon self.  

5. Faithful Men Administer The Gift – Human servants become channels through 
which grace reaches need.  

6. Giving Produces Thanksgiving – Material ministry can awaken spiritual praise in 
those who receive it.  

7. God Receives The Final Glory – The highest result of Christian generosity is 
thanksgiving directed to Him.  

 

2 Corinthians 9:12 – 7 Results Of Ministering To Saints 

1. Giving Becomes Service – Practical financial help is genuine ministry when rightly 
administered.  

2. Real Wants Are Supplied – Christian compassion should become useful where 
genuine need exists.  

3. Saints Care For Saints – Members of Christ’s body should not ignore one another’s 
legitimate burdens.  

4. Administration Requires Integrity – Spiritual motives still demand honest practical 
handling.  

5. Material Help Produces Spiritual Fruit – The effect of generosity reaches beyond 
the immediate gift.  

6. Thanksgiving Multiplies Through Giving – One act of ministry can produce many 
expressions of gratitude.  

7. The Glory Returns To God – Christian service reaches its highest purpose when 
recipients thank the Lord.  

 

2 Corinthians 9:13 – 7 Proofs That Grace Became Visible 

1. Ministry Became The Experiment – Their actual giving supplied visible proof of 
their Christian profession. 



2. God Received The Glory – Their liberality caused other saints to glorify God rather 
than the givers. 

3. Profession Faced A Test – Their claimed faith was demonstrated through practical 
obedience. 

4. The Gospel Commanded Subjection – Believing Christ’s gospel produced willing 
submission in their conduct. 

5. Liberality Confirmed Their Faith – Open-handed giving showed that grace had 
reached beyond their lips. 

6. The Saints Shared Their Abundance – Their distribution directly benefited needy 
brethren. 

7. Generosity Reached Beyond One Group – Their liberal spirit extended “unto all 
men.” 

 

2 Corinthians 9:14 – 7 Bonds Created By Exceeding Grace 

1. The Saints Prayed For Them – Generosity produced spiritual intercession from 
those who received the help. 

2. Giving Created Affection – The recipients began to “long after” the believers who 
had ministered to them. 

3. Distance Could Not Break Fellowship – Grace joined believers who were 
separated geographically. 

4. Material Help Produced Spiritual Bonds – An earthly gift strengthened 
relationships within Christ’s body. 

5. Grace Became Recognizable – The recipients saw something greater than mere 
human generosity. 

6. God’s Grace Worked Within Them – Their liberality revealed “the exceeding grace 
of God” operating inwardly. 

7. Visible Fruit Pointed Back To God – Their changed conduct testified to the divine 
Source behind it. 

 

2 Corinthians 9:15 – 7 Wonders Of God’s Unspeakable Gift 



1. Thanksgiving Belongs To God – Paul ends the entire giving section by directing 
gratitude upward. 

2. God Is The First Giver – Christian generosity exists because divine generosity came 
before it. 

3. The Gift Exceeds Human Language – “Unspeakable” declares a gift whose worth 
cannot be fully expressed. 

4. Christ Is Heaven’s Supreme Gift – God’s greatest giving is revealed in His Son and 
the salvation found in Him. 

5. Grace Cannot Be Purchased – A true gift is received freely rather than earned 
through religious works. 

6. Human Giving Cannot Compare – Every Christian sacrifice remains small beside 
what God gave at Calvary. 

7. Eternity Cannot Exhaust Our Thanks – God’s unspeakable gift gives the redeemed 
endless reason for gratitude. 

 

2 Corinthians 10:1 – 7 Marks Of Christlike Authority 

1. Paul Appeals Personally – He steps forward himself rather than hiding behind 
another messenger. 

2. Meekness Governs Strength – Biblical authority can be powerful without becoming 
arrogant. 

3. Gentleness Reflects Christ – Firm truth should still carry the spirit of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

4. Humility Is Not Weakness – Paul’s lowly presence did not cancel his apostolic 
authority. 

5. Appearance Can Mislead – Carnal observers often mistake restraint for lack of 
courage. 

6. Distance Required Boldness – Paul’s letters confronted problems that demanded 
plain correction. 

7. True Strength Stays Controlled – Christlike leadership knows when to beseech and 
when to stand firm. 



 

2 Corinthians 10:2 – 7 Warnings Before Paul Arrives 

1. Paul Prefers Appeal First – He gives Corinth opportunity to correct matters before 
stronger action becomes necessary. 

2. Boldness Could Become Personal – The confidence shown in his letters could also 
appear when he arrived. 

3. Mercy Comes Before Severity – Paul warns beforehand because restoration is 
better than confrontation. 

4. Confidence Comes Through Christ – His courage rests in divine authority rather 
than personality. 

5. Correction Targets The Guilty – Paul intends boldness against “some,” not 
indiscriminately against everyone. 

6. Critics Misjudged His Walk – They falsely interpreted his ministry as operating 
according to the flesh. 

7. Spiritual Leaders Must Stand – Gentleness does not excuse silence when truth 
and order are threatened. 

 

2 Corinthians 10:3 – 7 Distinctions Of Spiritual Warfare 

1. Believers Still Walk In Flesh – Salvation does not remove Christians from mortal 
human bodies. 

2. Flesh Must Not Govern – Living in flesh differs from living according to its fallen 
desires. 

3. Christian Life Includes Warfare – Paul plainly acknowledges that believers are 
engaged in real conflict. 

4. The Battle Is Not Carnal – Spiritual enemies cannot be defeated by fleshly 
methods. 

5. Right Battles Need Right Weapons – Defending truth wrongly can corrupt an 
otherwise righteous cause. 

6. The Enemy Goes Beyond People – Scripture reveals a conflict deeper than mere 
flesh and blood. 



7. Spiritual Victory Requires God – Human strength cannot accomplish what divine 
power must perform. 

 

2 Corinthians 10:4 – 7 Truths About Heaven’s Weapons 

1. Christian Warfare Has Weapons – God has not sent believers into spiritual battle 
empty-handed. 

2. The Weapons Are Not Carnal – Manipulation, pride, force, and worldly cleverness 
cannot win spiritual victories. 

3. Their Power Comes Through God – The effectiveness belongs to God rather than 
the human instrument. 

4. Scripture Is A Spiritual Sword – God’s word exposes and destroys error with divine 
authority. 

5. Strong Holds Can Fall – Entrenched falsehood and rebellious thinking are not 
beyond God’s power. 

6. Truth Pulls Fortresses Down – Spiritual victory comes by confronting lies with what 
God has said. 

7. God’s Armour Is Sufficient – The believer needs no fleshly substitute for the 
weapons God already supplied. 

 

2 Corinthians 10:5 – 7 Commands For A Captive Mind 

1. Cast Down Imaginations – False reasoning must be brought beneath the authority 
of Scripture.  

2. Challenge Every High Thing – Nothing may exalt itself above the knowledge of God.  

3. Reject Proud Reasoning – Human wisdom becomes dangerous when it sits in 
judgment over revelation.  

4. Guard The Thought Life – Every thought does not deserve unrestricted freedom in 
the believer’s mind.  

5. Take Thoughts Captive – Mental discipline requires bringing rebellious thinking 
under control.  



6. Measure Thoughts By Christ – The standard is not comfort or culture but 
obedience to the Lord.  

7. Win The Battle Within – Spiritual warfare reaches victory when the mind bows to 
Christ.  

 

2 Corinthians 10:6 – 7 Principles Of Biblical Correction 

1. Readiness Must Be Deliberate – Paul is prepared to act without reacting in fleshly 
anger.  

2. Disobedience Cannot Rule Forever – Persistent rebellion eventually requires 
biblical correction.  

3. Personal Revenge Is Forbidden – Paul’s “revenge” concerns corrective authority, 
not private retaliation.  

4. Mercy Comes Before Discipline – Opportunity for obedience is given before 
stronger action follows.  

5. Correction Must Be Discerning – The obedient are distinguished from those who 
remain defiant.  

6. Obedience Must Be Fulfilled – Agreement with truth must eventually become 
actual submission.  

7. Discipline Serves Restoration – Biblical authority confronts rebellion in order to 
restore proper order.  

 

2 Corinthians 10:7 – 7 Warnings Against Outward Judgment 

1. Appearance Can Deceive – Spiritual reality cannot be measured by outward 
impressiveness alone.  

2. Self-Confidence Can Mislead – Claiming Christ does not automatically validate 
every personal judgment.  

3. Pride Needs A Second Look – Paul tells the confident critic to “think this again.”  

4. Christ Is Not A Party Badge – Belonging to Christ should produce humility rather 
than exclusiveness.  

5. Paul Also Belonged To Christ – His critics had no monopoly on spiritual legitimacy.  



6. Authority Must Be Biblically Tested – True ministry is measured by God’s word 
rather than image or reputation.  

7. Grace Destroys Spiritual Elitism – No believer possesses a larger Christ than 
another saved member of His body.  

 

 

2 Corinthians 10:8 – 7 Boundaries Of God-Given Authority 

1. Paul Possessed Real Authority – His apostleship came from Christ rather than 
human appointment.  

2. The Lord Gave The Authority – Paul’s power was delegated and therefore 
accountable to its Source.  

3. Authority Exists For Edification – Its purpose is to build believers stronger in truth 
and obedience.  

4. Correction Can Still Be Constructive – Sharp rebuke may serve spiritual health 
when Scripture requires it.  

5. Authority Must Not Destroy – Biblical leadership does not exist to crush, control, or 
humiliate the saints.  

6. True Confidence Needs No Shame – Paul could defend legitimate authority 
because the Lord had established it.  

7. God Sets The Limits – Spiritual authority remains safe only while it stays within the 
boundaries of Scripture.  

 

 

 

2 Corinthians 10:9 – 7 Truths About Strong Warnings 

1. Paul Was Not Bluffing – His letters carried real authority rather than empty 
intimidation.  

2. Terror Was Not The Goal – Correction aimed at repentance and edification rather 
than fear for fear’s sake.  



3. Written Rebuke Had Purpose – His letters gave the Corinthians time to respond 
before he arrived.  

4. Authority Must Not Manipulate – Biblical leaders warn with truth instead of 
controlling people through fear.  

5. Serious Truth Can Frighten – Godly warning may produce fear without becoming 
religious intimidation.  

6. Correction Should Lead Somewhere – Strong words are justified when they move 
believers toward obedience.  

7. The Messenger Must Stand Behind It – Written boldness should match personal 
conviction and conduct.  

2 Corinthians 10:10 – 7 Mistakes Of Outward Judgment 

1. Powerful Letters Were Admitted – Even Paul’s critics recognized the weight of his 
written ministry.  

2. Weak Appearance Misled Them – They wrongly treated bodily weakness as 
evidence of spiritual weakness.  

3. Speech Became Their Measuring Stick – Rhetorical polish mattered more to them 
than doctrinal substance.  

4. Presentation Replaced Discernment – They judged the vessel instead of 
examining the treasure it carried.  

5. Human Standards Failed Them – Corinthian ideas of impressiveness could not 
measure apostolic authority.  

6. God Uses Weak Vessels – Divine power often shines most clearly through 
unimpressive human instruments.  

7. Truth Outweighs The Package – The message must be judged by Scripture rather 
than the messenger’s appearance.  

 

2 Corinthians 10:11 – 7 Marks Of Consistent Conviction 

1. Critics Needed To Think Again – Their assumptions about Paul’s weakness were 
dangerously mistaken.  



2. His Letters Reflected Conviction – Written boldness came from real truth rather 
than distance.  

3. His Deeds Would Match Words – Paul was prepared to act consistently with what 
he had written.  

4. Absence Did Not Change Truth – His convictions remained the same whether near 
or far away.  

5. Presence Would Test Their Assumptions – Corinth would discover that restraint 
had never meant cowardice.  

6. Warning Gave Room For Repentance – Paul spoke beforehand so stronger action 
might become unnecessary.  

7. Integrity Requires Consistency – Genuine conviction stands behind its words 
when face-to-face action is required.  

 

2 Corinthians 10:12 – 7 Follies Of Spiritual Comparison 

1. They Numbered Themselves – Self-important men created their own circle of 
spiritual greatness.  

2. They Commended Themselves – Their own praise became the evidence for their 
supposed superiority.  

3. They Measured Themselves – The standard was conveniently designed to make 
themselves look successful.  

4. They Compared Among Themselves – Human competition replaced God’s 
evaluation of faithfulness.  

5. Comparison Fed Their Pride – Looking sideways allowed them to avoid honest self-
examination.  

6. Their Standard Was Not Wise – Paul plainly condemns self-created spiritual 
rankings as foolish.  

7. The Lord Gives True Approval – Faithfulness is measured by God rather than by 
human leaderboards.  

 

2 Corinthians 10:13 – 7 Boundaries Of God-Given Ministry 



1. Paul Refused Excessive Boasting – He would not claim authority or 
accomplishments beyond his actual measure.  

2. God Established The Rule – Paul’s ministry boundaries came from divine 
appointment rather than ambition.  

3. Every Servant Has A Measure – God assigns different fields, gifts, responsibilities, 
and opportunities.  

4. Calling Requires Restraint – Faithfulness includes knowing where your 
responsibility begins and ends.  

5. Corinth Was Within His Field – Paul’s God-given measure legitimately reached the 
Corinthian believers.  

6. Humility Accepts The Assignment – A servant need not invent a larger ministry to 
prove his importance.  

7. God Draws The Boundaries – True enlargement comes when the Lord moves the 
measuring line.  

 

2 Corinthians 10:14 – 7 Proofs Paul Truly Reached Corinth 

1. Paul Stayed Within His Measure – His ministry at Corinth was not an intrusion into 
another man’s field.  

2. Corinth Was Legitimate Territory – God’s assigned apostolic work genuinely 
extended to them.  

3. Paul Personally Reached Them – He had actually travelled to Corinth and laboured 
among its people.  

4. The Gospel Was His Instrument – Paul reached Corinth by preaching Christ rather 
than promoting himself.  

5. Their Conversion Confirmed His Labour – Corinthian believers were living 
evidence that his ministry had reached them.  

6. God Directed The Expansion – Paul went where the Lord opened doors rather than 
stretching beyond divine guidance.  

7. Gospel Reach Matters Most – The real purpose of ministry expansion is getting 
Christ preached farther.  



 

2 Corinthians 10:15 – 7 Marks Of Honest Ministry Growth 

1. Paul Refused Borrowed Glory – He would not build his reputation upon another 
man’s labour.  

2. He Hoped For Enlargement – Proper ministry boundaries did not eliminate desire 
for greater usefulness.  

3. Corinth Needed Stronger Faith – Their spiritual maturity would help free Paul for 
further gospel work.  

4. Mature Saints Carry Weight – Growing believers become participants in ministry 
rather than permanent dependents.  

5. Expansion Required God’s Rule – Paul wanted enlargement only within the 
measure the Lord had assigned.  

6. Healthy Churches Send Outward – Established believers can help extend gospel 
work beyond themselves.  

7. Godly Growth Serves The Gospel – Biblical enlargement makes Christ’s work 
larger rather than the servant’s ego.  

 

2 Corinthians 10:16 – 7 Principles For Reaching Regions Beyond 

1. The Gospel Must Move Outward – Paul desired to carry Christ into regions beyond 
already established churches.  

2. New Ground Deserved Attention – His missionary burden focused on places 
where gospel work still needed planting.  

3. Another Man’s Line Must Be Respected – Paul refused to claim ownership of 
another servant’s field.  

4. Prepared Work Was Not His Boast – He would not take credit for ministry 
somebody else had made ready.  

5. Different Labourers Share The Work – One may sow, another reap, while God 
receives the glory.  

6. Expansion Must Remain Honest – Gospel growth should never require stolen 
credit or exaggerated accomplishment.  



7. Christ Must Outgrow The Messenger – The goal is broader gospel reach, not a 
larger personal empire.  

 

2 Corinthians 10:17 – 7 Reasons To Glory Only In The Lord 

1. The Lord Is The Source – Every gift, opportunity, victory, and increase ultimately 
comes from Him. 

2. The Flesh Deserves No Boast – Grace leaves no room for man to claim spiritual 
greatness for himself. 

3. Christ Is Our Sufficiency – Wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption 
are found in Him. 

4. Grace Explains The Labour – Genuine work may be ours, but God supplies the 
strength and fruit. 

5. Human Glory Must Move Upward – Every accomplishment should become 
another reason to praise the Lord. 

6. Another Man’s Success Is No Threat – Christ being glorified through others should 
produce rejoicing rather than envy. 

7. The Cross Ends Self-Glory – Calvary leaves the believer boasting only in what the 
Lord has done. 

 

2 Corinthians 10:18 – 7 Tests Of Heaven’s Approval 

1. Self-Praise Proves Nothing – A man cannot establish divine approval merely by 
commending himself. 

2. Human Reputation Is Temporary – Popularity, titles, and recognition do not 
determine God’s verdict. 

3. The Lord Examines Motives – Christ sees the heart behind every sermon, gift, 
sacrifice, and ministry. 

4. Faithfulness Matters More Than Fame – God values trustworthy stewardship 
above earthly prominence. 

5. Christian Work Will Be Tested – The Judgment Seat will reveal the true quality of 
every believer’s service. 



6. Salvation And Reward Differ – The believer is secure in Christ while his works 
remain subject to evaluation. 

7. Christ Gives The Final Commendation – The only approval that ultimately matters 
is “whom the Lord commendeth.” 

 

2 Corinthians 11:1 – 7 Reasons Paul Asked For Patience 

1. Paul Entered Reluctant Boasting – He defended himself only because false 
apostles had forced the issue. 

2. His Folly Served A Purpose – The unusual self-defence was meant to protect truth 
rather than inflate ego. 

3. Corinth Needed To Listen – Paul asked them to bear with an argument they 
desperately needed to hear. 

4. False Teachers Had Gained Ground – Their influence made silence from Paul 
spiritually dangerous. 

5. Paul’s Reputation Affected Doctrine – Attacking the apostle helped enemies 
undermine the truth he preached. 

6. Self-Defence Can Be Necessary – There are times when answering accusations 
protects people from deception. 

7. Pastoral Concern Drove The Appeal – Paul spoke because the flock mattered more 
than his personal comfort. 

 

2 Corinthians 11:2 – 7 Marks Of Godly Jealousy 

1. Paul Was Jealous For Christ – His concern was their loyalty to Jesus rather than 
personal loyalty to himself. 

2. The Jealousy Was Godly – Righteous jealousy protects what properly belongs to the 
Lord. 

3. Corinth Was Espoused To One Husband – Their spiritual devotion belonged 
exclusively to Christ. 

4. Christ Allows No Rival – Another mediator, gospel, or spiritual authority cannot 
share His rightful place. 



5. Purity Included Doctrine – Paul wanted their minds protected from spiritual 
corruption and counterfeit teaching. 

6. Purity Included Conduct – Those belonging to Christ should also live in practical 
holiness. 

7. The Goal Was Presentation To Christ – Paul laboured so believers would remain 
faithful and spiritually chaste. 

 

2 Corinthians 11:3 – 7 Steps In Satanic Corruption 

1. The Serpent Begins Subtly – Satan prefers deception and distortion over obvious 
attacks. 

2. God’s Word Becomes The Target – The original temptation began with “Yea, hath 
God said?” 

3. Deception Enters Through The Mind – Falsehood gains power when wrong ideas 
are accepted as truth. 

4. Believers Can Be Corrupted – Eternal security does not make Christians immune 
to doctrinal deception. 

5. Simplicity Can Be Abandoned – Religious complexity can draw believers away 
from sufficiency in Christ. 

6. Christ Must Remain Central – Spiritual safety rests in unmixed devotion to the 
biblical Christ. 

7. Scripture Must Guard The Mind – Every philosophy, experience, and teacher must 
answer to God’s written word. 

 

2 Corinthians 11:4 – 7 Tests For Religious Counterfeits 

1. Test Which Jesus Is Preached – Keeping Christ’s name means nothing if His 
biblical identity is changed. 

2. Test Which Spirit Is Received – Every supernatural experience must be judged by 
Scripture. 

3. Test Which Gospel Is Offered – Salvation must remain Christ’s finished work 
received by faith apart from works. 



4. Familiar Language Can Deceive – Counterfeits often preserve Christian words 
while changing their meanings. 

5. Another Gospel Must Be Rejected – Paul treats gospel corruption as damnable 
error rather than harmless diversity. 

6. Tolerance Has Biblical Limits – Love does not require giving false teaching a 
platform. 

7. Doctrine Must Decide Fellowship – The true Christ, Spirit, and gospel provide the 
measuring line for spiritual acceptance. 

 

2 Corinthians 11:5 – 7 Proofs Paul Was No Inferior Apostle 

1. Christ Personally Called Paul – His apostleship came directly from Jesus Christ 
rather than human appointment. 

2. Paul Had A Gentile Commission – God specifically appointed him as the apostle of 
the Gentiles. 

3. His Gospel Came By Revelation – Paul received doctrine directly from the risen 
Christ. 

4. Corinth Proved His Ministry – Their own conversion stood as evidence of his 
apostolic labour. 

5. Apostolic Signs Confirmed Him – Signs, wonders, and mighty deeds authenticated 
his office. 

6. False Apostles Could Not Outrank Him – Religious pretenders had no legitimate 
superiority over Paul. 

7. His Weak Appearance Changed Nothing – Human impressiveness could never 
overturn Christ’s divine commission. 

 

2 Corinthians 11:6 – 7 Differences Between Eloquence And Knowledge 

1. Paul Admitted Plain Speech – He did not pretend to possess the polished rhetoric 
Corinth admired. 

2. Plain Speech Was Not Ignorance – Lack of theatrical eloquence did not mean lack 
of biblical knowledge. 



3. His Knowledge Came From Christ – Revelation gave Paul doctrine human wisdom 
could never manufacture. 

4. Truth Outweighs Presentation – A polished delivery cannot compensate for 
unsound doctrine. 

5. His Ministry Was Openly Examined – Corinth had personally observed Paul’s 
conduct and teaching. 

6. Character Supported The Message – His life gave visible credibility to the doctrine 
he preached. 

7. Substance Must Outlast Style – The faithful preacher remains sound after the 
applause and presentation disappear. 

 

2 Corinthians 11:7 – 7 Marks Of Self-Abasing Ministry 

1. Paul Willingly Lowered Himself – He surrendered personal comfort so Corinth 
could receive spiritual benefit. 

2. Humility Did Not Cancel Authority – Paul could abase himself without becoming 
less of an apostle. 

3. Their Exaltation Was His Goal – His sacrifice was intended to strengthen believers 
rather than elevate himself. 

4. The Gospel Was Preached Freely – Corinth heard saving truth without being 
financially exploited. 

5. Paul Surrendered A Legitimate Right – He refused support there even though 
Scripture allowed him to receive it. 

6. Money Never Controlled His Message – Financial independence removed an 
accusation enemies could use against him. 

7. True Leaders Serve Downward – Biblical ministry stoops to build saints instead of 
using saints to build status. 

 

2 Corinthians 11:8 – 7 Lessons From Churches Funding Mission Work 

1. Other Churches Supported Paul – Believers elsewhere supplied resources while 
he ministered in Corinth. 



2. Paul Called Their Support Wages – Scripture recognizes legitimate material 
support for gospel labour. 

3. Corinth Received The Benefit – One church’s giving helped another field receive 
preaching and ministry. 

4. Giving Can Travel Farther Than Givers – Resources sent from one place can 
produce gospel fruit somewhere else. 

5. Support Created Gospel Partnership – Churches participated in Paul’s labour even 
when they were not physically present. 

6. Money Served The Ministry – Financial provision existed so Paul could serve 
people rather than enrich himself. 

7. Faithful Giving Produces Distant Fruit – God can connect unseen supporters with 
ministry results they may never witness on earth. 

 

2 Corinthians 11:9 – 7 Lessons From Paul’s Refusal To Be A Burden 

1. Paul Experienced Real Need – Apostolic faithfulness did not exempt him from 
seasons of material lack. 

2. Need Never Excused Manipulation – Paul refused to pressure Corinth simply 
because he lacked necessities. 

3. He Remained Chargeable To None – His financial policy protected the Corinthians 
from unnecessary burden. 

4. Macedonia Supplied The Lack – God provided through faithful brethren from 
another region. 

5. Churches Shared Gospel Burdens – One congregation’s giving helped ministry 
flourish somewhere else. 

6. Integrity Governed His Finances – Paul valued gospel testimony above exercising 
every legitimate right. 

7. His Conviction Would Continue – He intended to remain financially blameless 
toward Corinth. 

 

2 Corinthians 11:10 – 7 Marks Of Unstoppable Christian Integrity 



1. Christ’s Truth Governed Paul – His testimony rested upon truthfulness before the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

2. His Boasting Had Substance – Paul could point to an observable record of 
sacrificial ministry. 

3. Critics Could Not Rewrite History – Opposition could not erase what Paul had 
actually done among them. 

4. Conviction Outlasted Pressure – No man would force Paul to abandon a biblically 
sound ministry practice. 

5. His Testimony Reached Achaia – Paul understood that ministerial reputation 
extended beyond one local church. 

6. Liberty Served The Gospel – He surrendered financial rights when doing so 
protected gospel credibility. 

7. Truth Made His Stand Firm – Paul’s confidence came from clean conduct rather 
than stubborn pride. 

 

2 Corinthians 11:11 – 7 Truths About Love That Gets Misunderstood 

1. Sacrifice Can Be Misread – Paul’s refusal of support could wrongly appear to mean 
lack of affection. 

2. Love Does Not Always Say Yes – Biblical love sometimes refuses what others 
expect for their greater good. 

3. Correction Can Prove Love – Paul rebuked Corinth because he cared too much to 
leave them in error. 

4. Love Protects The Gospel – His financial restraint guarded them against false 
apostolic accusations. 

5. Human Beings Misjudge Motives – Outward actions do not always reveal the 
reason behind them. 

6. God Alone Knows Hearts Perfectly – Paul could rest his true motive before the 
Lord who sees everything. 

7. Truth And Love Belong Together – Genuine Christian affection never requires 
compromising biblical truth. 



 

2 Corinthians 11:12 – 7 Ways Integrity Cuts Off False Accusers 

1. Paul Stayed His Course – He would continue the same sacrificial practice despite 
outside pressure. 

2. Enemies Desired An Occasion – False workers were actively searching for 
something usable against him. 

3. Wisdom Removed Their Ammunition – Paul deliberately eliminated legitimate 
grounds for financial accusation. 

4. Liberty Bowed To Testimony – A lawful right was surrendered because protecting 
the gospel mattered more. 

5. Counterfeits Wanted Equal Standing – False apostles desired the reputation of 
genuine apostolic ministry. 

6. Sacrifice Tested Their Claims – Paul challenged pretenders to match the costly 
conduct behind his ministry. 

7. Reality Exposes Religious Costumes – Counterfeit authority eventually fails when 
doctrine and integrity are compared. 

 

2 Corinthians 11:13 – 7 Marks Of Counterfeit Apostles 

1. They Claim Authority Christ Never Gave – False apostles assume spiritual offices 
without a genuine divine commission. 

2. They Work Through Deception – Their ministry depends upon misrepresentation, 
distortion, and carefully disguised error. 

3. They Borrow Christian Language – Counterfeits use familiar biblical words so 
falsehood sounds safely orthodox. 

4. They Resemble Genuine Servants – Religious imitation succeeds because the 
counterfeit looks close to the real thing. 

5. They Corrupt Apostolic Doctrine – Their authority eventually produces another 
Jesus, spirit, gospel, or doctrine. 

6. They Must Be Biblically Tested – Titles, popularity, and religious activity never 
replace examination by Scripture. 



7. Their Costume Cannot Change Reality – A false apostle remains false no matter 
how convincing the appearance becomes. 

 

2 Corinthians 11:14 – 7 Ways Satan Disguises Darkness As Light 

1. He Uses Spiritual Appearance – Satan does not always look evil when deception 
requires something attractive. 

2. He Counterfeits What God Made Good – Light becomes useful camouflage 
because Scripture normally associates it with God. 

3. He Makes Error Look Enlightened – Falsehood is often packaged as deeper 
knowledge, liberation, or superior understanding. 

4. He Uses Religious Experiences – Supernatural impressions can deceive when 
experience is allowed to outrank Scripture. 

5. He Hides Behind Christian Vocabulary – Biblical words can conceal unbiblical 
meanings when definitions are quietly changed. 

6. He Targets The Untrained Mind – Counterfeit light succeeds where familiarity with 
biblical truth has grown weak. 

7. The Bible Exposes The Disguise – Every shining claim must still answer to the 
written word of God. 

 

2 Corinthians 11:15 – 7 Characteristics Of Satan’s Religious Ministers 

1. They Can Appear Righteous – Satan’s servants may look moral, respectable, 
spiritual, and outwardly clean. 

2. They Preach Human Righteousness – Counterfeit religion often substitutes 
personal merit for Christ’s righteousness. 

3. They Mix Works With Grace – Human performance gets quietly added where God 
says salvation is not of works. 

4. They Use A Form Of Godliness – Religious appearance can remain while biblical 
power and truth are denied. 

5. Their Good Appearance Proves Nothing – Moral respectability cannot authenticate 
a false gospel or false authority. 



6. Their Works Will Face Judgment – God sees through religious transformation and 
judges what men cannot hide. 

7. Their End Exposes The Counterfeit – A ministry should be measured not only by 
appearance but by where its doctrine leads. 

 

2 Corinthians 11:16 – 7 Rules For Necessary Self-Defence 

1. Defend Yourself Only When Needed – Paul answered because attacks upon him 
threatened confidence in apostolic truth. 

2. Never Confuse Defence With Vanity – Establishing necessary facts is different 
from building a ministry around yourself. 

3. Give False Accusers An Answer – Serious lies affecting doctrine or testimony may 
require a clear biblical response. 

4. Do Not Answer Every Foolish Charge – Some controversies deserve correction 
while others deserve to be left alone. 

5. Keep The Defence Limited – Paul intended to boast only “a little,” not live 
permanently inside the argument. 

6. Let Weakness Point Back To Christ – Paul’s defence ultimately magnified grace 
rather than human superiority. 

7. Protect Truth More Than Reputation – Biblical self-defence succeeds when Christ 
remains larger than the servant being defended. 

 

2 Corinthians 11:17 – 7 Lessons From Paul’s Reluctant Boasting 

1. Paul Defined His Method – He explained that this kind of boasting was exceptional 
rather than normal Christian conduct.  

2. Boasting Was Not Christlike Practice – Paul admitted self-glory was not the 
ordinary pattern of the Lord’s ministry.  

3. The Argument Was Deliberate – He entered the boasting contest consciously 
rather than drifting into pride.  

4. False Apostles Forced The Issue – Their claims made a factual comparison 
necessary for Corinth’s protection.  



5. Inspiration Remained Intact – Paul’s unusual method did not make his inspired 
words any less Scripture.  

6. Confidence Rested On Facts – His apostolic commission and sufferings could 
withstand honest examination.  

7. True Glory Still Belonged To Christ – Paul’s temporary boasting ultimately 
magnified grace rather than flesh.  

 

2 Corinthians 11:18 – 7 Dangers Of Glorying After The Flesh 

1. Flesh Loves Visible Credentials – Natural advantages easily become measuring 
sticks for spiritual importance.  

2. Religious Pedigree Can Feed Pride – Ancestry and background cannot produce 
superior standing before God.  

3. Success Can Become An Idol – Ministry accomplishments become dangerous 
when they are used for self-exaltation.  

4. Human Comparison Distorts Worth – Measuring servants against servants 
replaces God’s standard with fleshly rankings.  

5. Paul Could Match Their Credentials – He possessed the very advantages false 
apostles used for boasting.  

6. Grace Empties Fleshly Pride – Every genuine Christian accomplishment ultimately 
traces back to God’s grace.  

7. The Lord Deserves The Glory – Human achievement must never replace the 
biblical command to glory in Christ.  

 

2 Corinthians 11:19 – 7 Signs Tolerance Has Become Foolishness 

1. False Teachers Receive Too Much Patience – Corinth gladly endured men 
Scripture identified as spiritual fools.  

2. Open-Mindedness Can Become Carelessness – Tolerance becomes dangerous 
when another gospel is allowed room to grow.  

3. Self-Confidence Weakens Discernment – Thinking yourself wise can make 
deception easier rather than harder.  



4. Religious Sophistication Can Be Gullible – Education and confidence do not 
automatically produce biblical judgment.  

5. Weak Brethren Need Patience – Christian forbearance belongs with immaturity 
and legitimate differences.  

6. False Doctrine Needs Boundaries – Charity never requires providing permanent 
shelter for destructive teaching.  

7. Scripture Must Judge Wisdom – True discernment remains humble enough to keep 
testing everything by the Book.  

 

2 Corinthians 11:20 – 7 Marks Of Abusive Religious Authority 

1. It Brings People Into Bondage – False authority replaces liberty in Christ with 
human domination.  

2. It Devours The Flock – Predatory leaders consume the people they were supposed 
to protect and feed.  

3. It Takes Rather Than Serves – Exploitation turns believers into resources for the 
leader’s personal advantage.  

4. It Exalts The Leader – Counterfeit ministry continually makes the man larger while 
the people become smaller.  

5. It Humiliates The Sheep – Abuse and intimidation are treated as signs of spiritual 
strength.  

6. It Demands Submission Without Accountability – Human authority is placed 
above reasonable biblical examination.  

7. It Pulls Attention Away From Christ – False shepherds use Christ’s name to make 
the flock increasingly dependent on themselves.  

2 Corinthians 11:21 – 7 Truths About Strength That Looks Weak 

1. Gentleness Is Not Weakness – Paul’s restraint did not mean he lacked genuine 
spiritual authority. 

2. False Leaders Mistake Control For Strength – Domination can look powerful while 
exposing insecurity. 



3. Paul Could Match Their Boldness – He possessed credentials strong enough to 
answer every fleshly claim. 

4. Humility Does Not Require Timidity – A servant can remain meek while standing 
firmly for truth. 

5. Confidence Must Rest On Facts – Paul’s boldness came from a genuine 
commission rather than empty boasting. 

6. Weak Vessels Can Carry Great Power – God deliberately displays His strength 
through ordinary servants. 

7. Grace Makes True Boldness Possible – Paul’s confidence ultimately rested in God 
rather than himself. 

 

2 Corinthians 11:22 – 7 Credentials That Could Not Save Paul 

1. Hebrew Heritage Was Not Enough – Cultural and religious ancestry could never 
provide saving righteousness. 

2. Israelite Identity Was Not Enough – Membership in God’s covenant nation did not 
automatically justify the sinner. 

3. Abrahamic Descent Was Not Enough – Physical connection to Abraham could 
never replace personal faith. 

4. Paul Matched Their Pedigree – False apostles possessed no ancestral advantage 
that Paul could not equal. 

5. Heritage Cannot Replace Christ – A biblical family background still leaves every 
sinner needing the Saviour. 

6. Israel And Church Remain Distinct – National identity continues without granting 
superior standing in Christ. 

7. Faith Determines Spiritual Standing – Salvation rests in Christ rather than 
bloodline pedigree or religious ancestry. 

 

2 Corinthians 11:23 – 7 Marks Of Costly Christian Ministry 

1. True Ministry Requires Labour – Paul’s service involved abundant work rather than 
religious celebrity privilege. 



2. Faithfulness Can Leave Scars – His stripes revealed the physical cost of refusing to 
compromise Christ’s message. 

3. Prisons Could Not Stop The Gospel – Confinement restricted Paul’s location 
without binding the word of God. 

4. Death Was A Frequent Companion – Paul repeatedly served Christ under genuine 
threat to his life. 

5. Suffering Did Not Earn Salvation – His hardships belonged to service rather than 
justification before God. 

6. Grace Sustained The Labourer – Paul credited every accomplishment and 
endurance to the grace of God. 

7. Faithfulness Outweighs Personal Safety – Finishing Christ’s course mattered more 
to Paul than preserving comfort. 

 

2 Corinthians 11:24 – 7 Lessons From Paul’s Thirty-Nine Stripes 

1. Paul Suffered Repeatedly – Five separate punishments showed that persecution 
was no isolated event in his ministry. 

2. The Law Limited The Punishment – Mosaic law permitted forty stripes but strictly 
forbade exceeding that number. 

3. Religious Zeal Can Persecute Truth – Men defending religion can still oppose the 
Christ their Scriptures reveal. 

4. Paul Never Turned Against Israel – Jewish persecution did not erase his love for his 
kinsmen or God’s promises. 

5. Pain Did Not Prove Divine Abandonment – Severe suffering could occur while Paul 
remained directly inside God’s will. 

6. His Stripes Could Never Pay For Sin – Christ’s finished work alone settled Paul’s 
guilt before God. 

7. Grace Kept Him Preaching – The whip wounded Paul’s body but never silenced the 
gospel Christ gave him. 

 

2 Corinthians 11:25 – 7 Lessons From Paul’s Repeated Deliverances 



1. Rod Beatings Did Not Silence Him – Paul continued preaching after repeated 
physical punishment from hostile authorities. 

2. Stoning Could Not Finish His Course – Enemies left him for dead, but God 
preserved him for further ministry. 

3. Shipwrecks Did Not Cancel His Calling – Repeated disasters never convinced Paul 
that hardship meant abandonment. 

4. The Deep Tested Endurance – A night and a day at sea revealed how helpless 
human strength can become. 

5. Faith Faced Real Danger Honestly – Paul never confused trusting God with 
pretending circumstances were harmless. 

6. Deliverance Came In Different Ways – God sometimes prevented death and 
sometimes carried Paul directly through danger. 

7. Grace Outlasted Every Disaster – The same servant kept going because Christ’s 
sustaining power remained sufficient. 

 

2 Corinthians 11:26 – 7 Perils Paul Faced On The Gospel Road 

1. Journeys Carried Constant Risk – Gospel expansion repeatedly placed Paul on 
difficult and dangerous roads. 

2. Waters Threatened His Travel – Rivers and hazardous crossings added natural 
dangers to missionary work. 

3. Robbers Threatened His Life – Ordinary criminals could become just as dangerous 
as religious opponents. 

4. Countrymen Opposed His Gospel – Unbelieving Jews persecuted Paul without 
cancelling God’s promises to Israel. 

5. Heathen Also Became Enemies – Gentile opposition proved unbelief crosses every 
ethnic and cultural boundary. 

6. Every Environment Held Peril – Cities wilderness and sea each presented different 
dangers to faithful service. 

7. False Brethren Were The Hidden Threat – Counterfeit fellowship could be more 
dangerous than openly hostile enemies. 



 

2 Corinthians 11:27 – 7 Hidden Costs Of Faithful Service 

1. Weariness Drained The Body – Long-term ministry repeatedly pushed Paul beyond 
ordinary physical comfort. 

2. Pain Accompanied His Calling – Previous beatings hardship and travel left real 
physical suffering behind. 

3. Sleepless Nights Became Common – Ministry burdens and dangerous 
circumstances often interfered with normal rest. 

4. Hunger And Thirst Were Real – Apostolic faithfulness never guaranteed 
uninterrupted material abundance. 

5. Fasting Was Voluntary Discipline – Paul also willingly denied himself food during 
seasons of spiritual purpose. 

6. Cold Exposed Human Weakness – Even an inspired apostle sometimes lacked 
ordinary protection from the elements. 

7. Grace Sustained A Weary Vessel – Physical weakness never meant the divine 
supply behind Paul’s ministry had failed. 

 

2 Corinthians 11:28 – 7 Burdens Hidden Behind The Pulpit 

1. Outward Troubles Were Not Everything – Paul carried invisible burdens beyond 
the sufferings everyone could see. 

2. The Pressure Came Daily – Concern for believers did not disappear when public 
ministry ended for the day. 

3. Church Problems Reached His Heart – Doctrine division temptation and 
immaturity became genuine pastoral burdens. 

4. Correction Flowed From Love – Paul’s strongest rebukes came from a man who 
cared deeply about the saints. 

5. True Shepherding Extends Beyond Preaching – Ministry includes prayer counsel 
warning teaching and unseen concern. 

6. Care Must Never Become Control – Paul loved the churches without pretending he 
was their Head or owner. 



7. Christ Carries What Servants Cannot – Faithful shepherds bear burdens while 
ultimately casting their care upon the Lord. 

 

2 Corinthians 11:29 – 7 Marks Of A Shepherd Who Feels The Flock 

1. Weak Saints Matter To Him – Paul identified with struggling believers instead of 
despising their weakness. 

2. Spiritual Pain Becomes Personal – Another believer’s trouble did not leave Paul 
emotionally untouched. 

3. Compassion Never Replaces Truth – Paul could sympathize deeply without 
approving error or immaturity. 

4. Stumbling Produces Holy Concern – When believers were offended spiritually Paul 
felt an inward burden for them. 

5. Strong Saints Should Carry Weak Ones – Maturity is demonstrated by helping 
weaker believers rather than belittling them. 

6. Pastoral Zeal Burns Against Harm – Paul’s intensity was directed toward protecting 
souls from spiritual damage. 

7. Love Feels What Ministry Costs – Genuine shepherding carries people in the heart 
as well as doctrine in the mouth. 

 

2 Corinthians 11:30 – 7 Reasons Paul Gloried In His Infirmities 

1. Weakness Destroyed Fleshly Boasting – Paul’s limitations left little room for 
confidence in human ability. 

2. Infirmity Magnified Christ’s Strength – His weakness made divine sufficiency more 
visible. 

3. Scars Pointed Beyond The Servant – Paul’s hardships directed attention toward 
the grace that sustained him. 

4. Human Frailty Kept Glory Properly Placed – The earthen vessel could never claim 
credit for the treasure inside. 

5. Weakness Never Changed His Standing – Paul remained complete in Christ 
regardless of physical limitation. 



6. Suffering Could Not Purchase Salvation – His infirmities belonged to service 
rather than justification. 

7. Grace Became The Final Explanation – Paul’s endurance made sense only when 
Christ’s sufficiency was recognized. 

 

2 Corinthians 11:31 – 7 Truths About Testimony Before God 

1. God Knows Every Fact – Paul placed his extraordinary claims beneath the perfect 
knowledge of God. 

2. Truth Needs No Embellishment – His suffering was severe enough without 
exaggeration or religious storytelling. 

3. Christ Remained His Lord – Hardship never changed Paul’s confession of Jesus 
Christ. 

4. God Deserves Eternal Glory – Human reputation fades while God remains blessed 
for evermore. 

5. Divine Knowledge Reaches Motives – God knew not only what Paul said but why 
he said it. 

6. Honest Testimony Can Face Examination – Paul’s life and words were able to 
stand beneath divine scrutiny. 

7. The Final Witness Never Misses Anything – When human evidence ends God still 
knows exactly what happened. 

 

2 Corinthians 11:32 – 7 Lessons From The Guarded City Of Damascus 

1. Paul Became The Hunted Man – The former persecutor now found authorities 
seeking to apprehend him. 

2. Opposition Could Become Organized – A governor and garrison turned an entire 
city into a trap. 

3. Government Can Act Unjustly – Civil authority remains accountable to God even 
when exercising real power. 

4. Persecution Did Not Cancel Paul’s Calling – Official hostility never proved he had 
stepped outside God’s will. 



5. Closed Gates Did Not End Providence – Human control of the exits could not 
control God’s next move. 

6. Faithfulness Sometimes Requires Escape – Paul did not confuse unnecessary 
capture with spiritual courage. 

7. God’s Purpose Outranked Human Plans – The governor wanted Paul taken but 
heaven had more ministry ahead. 

 

2 Corinthians 11:33 – 7 Lessons From Paul’s Basket Escape 

1. God Used An Ordinary Basket – Divine deliverance came through simple means 
rather than spectacular display. 

2. Unnamed Believers Helped Save Paul – Quiet disciples became essential partners 
in preserving his ministry. 

3. The Window Became God’s Exit – A guarded gate could not prevent providence 
from opening another route. 

4. Escape Was Not Cowardice – Leaving danger was faithful when God had not called 
Paul to remain there. 

5. Humility Accepted An Undignified Rescue – Paul cared more about continuing the 
mission than looking heroic. 

6. Human Weakness Displayed Divine Providence – The apostle survived through 
dependence rather than self-sufficiency. 

7. The Gospel Outlived The Garrison – Paul escaped the governor’s hands and 
continued the course Christ had given him. 

 

 

2 Corinthians 12:1 – 7 Lessons About Glorying And Revelation 

1. Self-Glory Is Not Expedient – Paul knew personal boasting was spiritually 
unprofitable even when circumstances forced it. 

2. False Apostles Forced The Issue – Paul defended his ministry because Corinth had 
tolerated men who gloried in the flesh. 



3. Visions Were Genuinely Biblical – God gave real supernatural revelation to chosen 
servants throughout Scripture. 

4. Revelation Came From The Lord – Paul’s authority rested upon what Christ 
revealed rather than human imagination. 

5. Experience Must Stay Beneath Doctrine – Spiritual encounters never receive 
permission to overrule the written word of God. 

6. Apostolic Revelation Was Unique – Paul received truth connected with his distinct 
ministry to the Gentiles and the body of Christ. 

7. Christ Must Receive The Glory – Even extraordinary spiritual privilege should direct 
attention away from the servant and toward the Lord. 

 

2 Corinthians 12:2 – 7 Truths From Paul’s Third-Heaven Experience 

1. Paul Was In Christ First – His position in Christ mattered more than the 
extraordinary experience he received. 

2. The Experience Was Long Concealed – Paul had kept this remarkable revelation 
largely private for more than fourteen years. 

3. Humility Hid The Traveller – He spoke of himself as “a man in Christ” rather than 
turning the experience into self-promotion. 

4. Paul Admitted What He Did Not Know – He refused to invent an answer about 
whether the experience was bodily. 

5. God Knew The Hidden Details – Human uncertainty never produces uncertainty in 
the mind of God. 

6. The Third Heaven Is Real – Scripture plainly identifies a heavenly realm beyond 
ordinary human experience. 

7. God Did The Catching Up – Paul reached the third heaven by divine power rather 
than mystical human technique. 

 

2 Corinthians 12:3 – 7 Lessons From Paul’s Honest Uncertainty 

1. Paul Repeated His Restraint – He deliberately refused to exaggerate what he 
actually knew about the experience. 



2. Certainty Has Biblical Boundaries – Strong faith does not require pretending to 
know what God has not revealed. 

3. “I Cannot Tell” Is Honest Doctrine – Admitting limited knowledge is wiser than 
filling Scripture’s silence with speculation. 

4. The Person Is Distinct From The Body – Paul considered conscious existence 
outside the physical body a genuine possibility. 

5. Resurrection Still Matters – Being apart from the body does not cancel God’s 
promise to raise and glorify it. 

6. Modern Experiences Need Testing – Private heavenly claims must remain subject 
to the authority of Scripture. 

7. God Knows What We Do Not – Faith rests securely in divine knowledge even when 
human understanding reaches its limit. 

 

2 Corinthians 12:4 – 7 Truths About Paradise And Hidden Revelation 

1. Paradise Is A Real Place – Paul was genuinely caught up into a heavenly paradise 
associated with God’s presence. 

2. Divine Power Took Him There – Paul did not reach paradise through ritual 
meditation or mystical technique. 

3. Heaven Contained Words He Heard – Paul received real communication during 
this extraordinary revelation. 

4. Some Revelation Was Withheld – God permitted Paul to hear things He did not 
authorize him to repeat. 

5. Not Every Secret Becomes Doctrine – Private knowledge from God does not 
automatically become public teaching for the church. 

6. Scripture Gives What We Need – God’s withheld words leave no doctrinal 
deficiency in the revelation He preserved for believers. 

7. Faith Respects God’s Locked Doors – Mature believers accept both what God 
reveals and what He deliberately keeps secret. 

 

2 Corinthians 12:5 – 7 Truths About Glorying In Weakness 



1. Paul Refused Self-Exaltation – He would not turn divine privilege into personal 
boasting. 

2. Heavenly Experience Was God’s Work – Paul could acknowledge the revelation 
without taking credit for receiving it. 

3. Standing In Christ Came First – His identity in Christ mattered more than his 
extraordinary experience. 

4. Infirmities Became His Boast – Paul chose weaknesses rather than 
accomplishments as the focus of personal glorying. 

5. Grace Kept Glory Properly Placed – Whatever Paul possessed had ultimately been 
received from God. 

6. Weakness Exposed The True Power – Human limitation made Christ’s sufficiency 
easier to recognize. 

7. The Vessel Was Never The Treasure – Paul’s usefulness pointed beyond himself to 
the God working through him. 

 

2 Corinthians 12:6 – 7 Reasons Paul Refused Foolish Boasting 

1. Truth Would Have Supported His Claims – Paul could boast without lying because 
his testimony was genuine. 

2. He Refused Unnecessary Glorying – Having a truthful story did not mean 
constantly advertising it was wise. 

3. Reputation Could Become A Snare – Paul refused to let extraordinary experiences 
inflate how others viewed him. 

4. People Should Judge What They Saw – His visible conduct and doctrine mattered 
more than spectacular stories. 

5. Words Needed Visible Confirmation – Paul wanted his life to agree with what 
people heard him teach. 

6. Spiritual Celebrity Was Not His Goal – He deliberately avoided becoming larger in 
men’s minds than reality justified. 

7. Truth Needs No Artificial Enlargement – Genuine ministry does not require 
exaggeration to appear impressive. 



 

2 Corinthians 12:7 – 7 Lessons From Paul’s Thorn In The Flesh 

1. Great Revelation Can Feed Pride – Extraordinary privilege created a danger of Paul 
becoming exalted above measure. 

2. God Allowed Preventive Weakness – The thorn protected Paul from a spiritual 
problem before pride mastered him. 

3. The Thorn Was Personally Painful – Paul’s weakness was more than an 
inconvenience and repeatedly buffeted him. 

4. Satan Supplied The Messenger – The enemy meant harm while God overruled the 
attack for a holy purpose. 

5. Satan Remained Under Divine Limits – The adversary could buffet Paul but could 
not overthrow God’s plan for him. 

6. Affliction Did Not Mean Abandonment – Paul suffered while remaining completely 
within God’s calling and grace. 

7. Humility Was Worth The Pressure – God valued Paul’s dependence more than 
preserving uninterrupted comfort. 

 

2 Corinthians 12:8 – 7 Lessons From Paul’s Three Prayers 

1. Paul Took Pain To The Lord – He responded to the thorn with prayer rather than 
mere complaint. 

2. He Asked For Real Relief – Paul openly requested that the painful burden depart 
from him. 

3. Repeated Prayer Was Not Unbelief – Asking three times showed earnest 
persistence rather than defective faith. 

4. Submission Still Allows Requests – Trusting God does not forbid believers from 
asking circumstances to change. 

5. Faith Does Not Dictate Outcomes – Paul believed Christ could remove the thorn 
without assuming He must. 

6. God May Answer Differently – Paul requested removal but would receive sufficient 
grace instead. 



7. Prayer Changes More Than Circumstances – The thorn remained while Paul 
learned that Christ’s strength was enough. 

 

2 Corinthians 12:9 – 7 Truths About Grace In Weakness 

1. Grace Was Already Sufficient – Christ did not promise Paul removal but enough 
grace for the burden that remained. 

2. Strength Belongs To Christ – The power sustaining Paul came from Christ rather 
than hidden human reserves. 

3. Weakness Displays Divine Power – Human limitation made the true source of 
Paul’s strength unmistakable. 

4. The Thorn Did Not Win – Continued weakness could not prevent Christ from 
accomplishing His purpose through Paul. 

5. Infirmity Became Worth Glorying In – Paul could value weakness because it drew 
attention away from himself. 

6. Christ’s Power Rested Upon Him – Dependence created the setting where divine 
strength could operate openly. 

7. Grace Changed Paul’s Perspective – He stopped measuring victory only by 
whether the painful circumstance disappeared. 

 

2 Corinthians 12:10 – 7 Paradoxes Of Christian Strength 

1. Infirmity Can Reveal Strength – Weakness becomes useful when it forces deeper 
dependence upon Christ. 

2. Reproach Cannot Cancel Grace – Insults and slander do not determine a 
believer’s standing before God. 

3. Necessity Does Not Mean Abandonment – Material need can exist while Christ 
remains completely sufficient. 

4. Persecution Can Accompany Faithfulness – Opposition may come precisely 
because a believer refuses to compromise. 

5. Distress Does Not Equal Defeat – Severe pressure can surround the servant 
without destroying his usefulness. 



6. Christ’s Sake Changes The Meaning – Suffering becomes Christian suffering when 
faithfulness to Christ causes the cost. 

7. Weakness Can Become Strength – Paul was strongest when his insufficiency 
drove him completely onto Christ’s power. 

 

2 Corinthians 12:11 – 7 Lessons From Paul’s Reluctant Defense 

1. Corinth Forced The Boasting – Their tolerance of false apostles compelled Paul to 
defend what should have been obvious. 

2. Self-Defense Can Serve Truth – Paul defended his apostleship because attacks on 
him threatened confidence in his message. 

3. Faithful Servants Deserve Fair Commendation – Corinth should have defended 
the man whose ministry they had personally witnessed. 

4. Paul Was No Second-Class Apostle – His commission from Christ placed him 
behind none of the true apostles. 

5. Authority Did Not Produce Arrogance – Paul could defend his office while still 
refusing personal exaltation. 

6. Grace Explained Everything Good In Paul – His usefulness never became proof of 
independent human greatness. 

7. The Apostle Still Called Himself Nothing – Great office and deep humility could 
exist in the same faithful servant. 

 

2 Corinthians 12:12 – 7 Marks Of Genuine Apostolic Authentication 

1. The Signs Were Truly Wrought – Paul appealed to supernatural works the 
Corinthians had actually witnessed. 

2. Apostolic Signs Had A Purpose – Miraculous works authenticated a divinely 
commissioned foundational messenger. 

3. Patience Accompanied The Power – Paul’s endurance under pressure mattered 
alongside spectacular manifestations. 

4. Signs Pointed Beyond The Apostle – The miraculous power belonged to God rather 
than the human instrument. 



5. Wonders Produced Genuine Astonishment – God worked deeds beyond ordinary 
human ability among the Corinthians. 

6. Mighty Deeds Confirmed The Commission – Paul’s ministry carried supernatural 
evidence fitting his apostolic office. 

7. Signs Never Replaced The Gospel – Apostolic miracles authenticated the 
messenger but Christ’s gospel saved the sinner. 

 

2 Corinthians 12:13 – 7 Lessons From Paul’s Unpaid Ministry 

1. Corinth Lacked No Spiritual Blessing – Paul’s refusal of support did not make 
them inferior to other churches. 

2. Grace Came Without An Invoice – Paul deliberately preached and ministered 
without becoming financially burdensome. 

3. Sacrifice Can Be Misunderstood – The Corinthians treated Paul’s generosity as 
though it weakened his apostolic standing. 

4. Support Is Biblical Not Mandatory – Paul possessed the right to support while 
voluntarily surrendering it at Corinth. 

5. Money Never Measures Apostleship – Financial compensation could neither 
create nor diminish Paul’s divine calling. 

6. False Standards Produce Foolish Judgments – Corinth admired exploiters while 
questioning the servant who spared them expense. 

7. Paul’s Sarcasm Exposed Their Error – “Forgive me this wrong” revealed how 
backward their criticism had become. 

 

2 Corinthians 12:14 – 7 Marks Of A Shepherd Seeking Souls 

1. Paul Was Ready To Return – Corinth’s difficulties did not cancel his willingness to 
minister among them again. 

2. He Refused Financial Pressure – Paul would continue his policy of not becoming 
burdensome to the Corinthians. 

3. People Mattered More Than Possessions – “I seek not yours, but you” revealed the 
true object of Paul’s ministry. 



4. Rights Could Be Sacrificed – Paul surrendered legitimate support when doing so 
better served the gospel. 

5. Spiritual Parenting Requires Investment – Paul saw himself responsible to build 
up those begotten through his gospel ministry. 

6. Shepherds Give Before They Take – Genuine ministry asks what can be invested in 
people rather than extracted from them. 

7. Love Seeks Spiritual Maturity – Paul’s parental care aimed at producing believers 
able to stand faithfully in Christ. 

 

2 Corinthians 12:15 – 7 Truths About Love That Gets Spent 

1. Paul Was Willing To Spend – His resources belonged to Christ and could be used 
freely for the Corinthians’ good. 

2. He Was Willing To Be Spent – Paul offered not merely possessions but his own 
strength life and labour in service. 

3. Sacrifice Could Still Be Glad – “Very gladly” shows that duty had become willing 
devotion rather than bitter obligation. 

4. Love Does Not Demand Repayment – Paul continued loving even when affection 
was not returned in equal measure. 

5. Correction Can Be Abundant Love – His hard words toward Corinth flowed from 
concern rather than hostility. 

6. Ingratitude Did Not Control Faithfulness – Their reduced affection did not 
determine how faithfully Paul would serve them. 

7. Christ Was The Source Of His Love – Paul could keep giving because his ministry 
rested on Christ rather than human appreciation. 

 

2 Corinthians 12:16 – 7 Lessons From An Accusation Without Evidence 

1. Paul Had Not Burdened Them – His financial restraint remained an established 
fact the Corinthians could verify. 

2. Suspicion Invented Another Theory – When direct accusations failed critics could 
still accuse Paul of indirect manipulation. 



3. Paul Used Irony To Expose Slander – “Being crafty” reflects the charge he 
immediately challenges in the following verses. 

4. Integrity Invites Examination – Paul answered suspicion by pointing to observable 
conduct rather than demanding blind trust. 

5. Craftiness Was Not His Method – His ministry openly rejected deceit manipulation 
and dishonest financial gain. 

6. Wisdom Must Remain Without Guile – Biblical strategy can be prudent without 
becoming deceptive or corrupt. 

7. Clean Facts Outlast Dirty Accusations – Paul could not prevent slander but he 
could ensure the evidence remained on his side. 

 

2 Corinthians 12:17 – 7 Tests Of Financial Integrity In Ministry 

1. Evidence Must Support Accusations – Paul challenged Corinth to prove that he 
had ever made gain of them. 

2. The Flock Must Not Be Merchandise – Faithful ministry serves believers instead of 
treating them as financial opportunities. 

3. Integrity Should Survive Examination – Paul was willing for his conduct to be 
tested against the actual record. 

4. Representatives Share Accountability – The conduct of those sent in a ministry’s 
name matters alongside the leader’s conduct. 

5. Support Differs From Exploitation – Biblical ministry support must never become 
manipulation or covetous gain. 

6. Transparency Protects The Testimony – Clean financial practices make dishonest 
accusations harder to sustain. 

7. Facts Bring Rumours Into Light – Paul answered vague suspicion by demanding 
specific evidence of wrongdoing. 

 

2 Corinthians 12:18 – 7 Marks Of Reproducible Ministry Integrity 

1. Titus Was A Trusted Servant – Paul could send him confidently because his 
character had already been proven. 



2. Financial Work Needed Accountability – Titus travelled with another brother rather 
than handling sensitive matters alone. 

3. Titus Made No Gain – His conduct matched Paul’s refusal to exploit the Corinthians 
financially. 

4. Shared Spirit Produced Shared Character – Paul and Titus operated from the 
same spiritual convictions. 

5. Their Steps Matched Their Doctrine – What they believed inwardly appeared 
consistently in outward conduct. 

6. Discipleship Must Reproduce Faithfulness – Paul trained men capable of 
remaining trustworthy when he was absent. 

7. Christ Remained The Final Pattern – Following Paul was legitimate only where Paul 
himself followed Christ. 

 

2 Corinthians 12:19 – 7 Purposes Behind Paul’s Strong Defense 

1. Corinth Was Not Paul’s Final Judge – His ministry ultimately stood before God 
rather than human opinion. 

2. Paul Spoke Before God – Every defense was made under conscious divine scrutiny. 

3. His Standing Was In Christ – Paul’s security rested in Christ rather than successful 
self-justification. 

4. Love Motivated The Correction – He still called the difficult Corinthians dearly 
beloved. 

5. Defense Served Their Spiritual Good – Paul answered accusations because 
deception was damaging the church. 

6. Authority Was Given For Edification – Apostolic power existed to build believers 
rather than dominate them. 

7. Truth Must Build Something – Paul’s goal was not winning arguments but 
strengthening saints in Christ. 

 

2 Corinthians 12:20 – 7 Sins That Can Tear A Church Apart 



1. Debates Turn Truth Into Warfare – Fleshly argument makes winning more 
important than biblical understanding. 

2. Envyings Poison Fellowship – Resenting another believer’s blessing turns 
comparison into spiritual corrosion. 

3. Wraths Destroy Self-Control – Unchecked anger allows the flesh to govern 
Christian relationships. 

4. Strifes Create Rival Camps – Selfish competition divides believers who should be 
serving the same Lord. 

5. Backbitings Murder Reputations – Slander attacks people where they are not 
present to answer. 

6. Whisperings Spread Hidden Poison – Private gossip plants suspicion until 
friendships and churches begin separating. 

7. Pride Eventually Produces Tumult – Swellings left unchecked can turn quiet 
carnality into open disorder. 

 

2 Corinthians 12:21 – 7 Warnings About Sin Without Repentance 

1. Persistent Sin Grieves Faithful Shepherds – Paul expected to bewail believers who 
refused correction. 

2. Past Failure Need Not Be Final – Sin already committed could still be met with 
genuine repentance. 

3. Unrepentance Was The Greater Danger – The crisis was not merely that they fell 
but that they refused to turn. 

4. Uncleanness Defiles Christian Conduct – Moral impurity contradicts the holy walk 
becoming those in Christ. 

5. Fornication Must Be Fled – Scripture commands believers to separate from sexual 
immorality rather than manage it. 

6. Lasciviousness Throws Off Restraint – Uncontrolled sensuality reveals flesh 
refusing God’s moral boundaries. 

7. Grace Never Makes Repentance Optional – Salvation is secure in Christ while 
sinful conduct still demands correction. 



 

2 Corinthians 13:1 – 7 Rules For Establishing A Matter 

1. Repeated Warning Increases Accountability – Corinth had already received more 
than one opportunity to respond to Paul’s correction. 

2. Truth Requires Proper Witnesses – Serious matters were to be established by two 
or three reliable witnesses. 

3. One Accusation Is Not Enough – Biblical judgment refuses to treat a single 
unsupported charge as settled fact. 

4. Rumour Is Not Testimony – Several people repeating one story do not 
automatically become independent witnesses. 

5. Evidence Must Precede Discipline – Paul intended to establish the facts before 
acting against wrongdoing. 

6. Right Division Preserves The Principle – The church receives the witness standard 
without coming under Israel’s civil law. 

7. Established Truth Demands Action – Once a matter is proved biblical love does 
not require pretending nothing happened. 

 

2 Corinthians 13:2 – 7 Warnings Before Paul Stops Sparing 

1. Paul Had Warned Them Before – Corinth could not honestly claim that coming 
correction had arrived without notice. 

2. Mercy Gave Them More Time – Repeated warning provided another opportunity for 
repentance before discipline. 

3. Distance Did Not Change Truth – Paul’s written warning while absent matched 
what he would enforce when present. 

4. Past Sinners Still Needed Repentance – Those who had already sinned could not 
treat yesterday’s misconduct as settled while remaining unchanged. 

5. The Whole Church Needed Sobriety – Paul’s warning extended beyond the obvious 
offenders to every believer hearing it. 

6. Grace Never Protects Carnality – Secure standing in Christ does not make 
persistent sinful conduct acceptable. 



7. Patience Would Not Last Forever – If Paul returned to continued rebellion he 
warned plainly that he would not spare. 

 

2 Corinthians 13:3 – 7 Proofs Christ Was Speaking Through Paul 

1. Paul’s Commission Came From Christ – His apostolic authority rested upon direct 
calling rather than self-appointment. 

2. Corinth Had Already Seen The Evidence – Their own conversion and church life 
testified to God’s work through Paul. 

3. Apostolic Signs Confirmed His Ministry – Signs wonders and mighty deeds had 
been wrought among the Corinthians. 

4. Paul’s Weakness Did Not Weaken Christ – The frailty of the vessel could not 
diminish the authority of the message. 

5. The Word Worked Mightily Within Them – Christ’s power appeared in what 
apostolic truth accomplished among believers. 

6. Testing Must Eventually Reach A Verdict – Biblical discernment becomes rebellion 
when established evidence is endlessly rejected. 

7. Christ Could Prove His Authority Sharply – Corinth’s demand for proof risked 
receiving it through apostolic correction. 

 

2 Corinthians 13:4 – 7 Paradoxes Of Power Through Weakness 

1. Christ Submitted To Crucifixion – His apparent weakness at Calvary was voluntary 
obedience rather than helpless defeat. 

2. The Cross Was Not The Final Word – Christ who truly died now lives by the power 
of God. 

3. Resurrection Overturned Visible Defeat – What looked like triumph for Christ’s 
enemies became the doorway to manifested victory. 

4. Paul Shared The Pattern Of Weakness – His ministry could appear frail while divine 
power continued working through him. 

5. Weakness Never Became The Power Source – Paul’s strength came from Christ 
rather than from weakness itself. 



6. Union With Christ Supplied His Life – Paul’s ability to serve rested in the risen Lord 
with whom he lived. 

7. Divine Power Could Reach Corinth – The same Christ working through weak Paul 
remained mighty enough to correct the church. 

 

2 Corinthians 13:5 – 7 Tests Of Genuine Faith 

1. Examine Your Own Profession – Paul turns the Corinthians from judging him 
toward honestly testing themselves. 

2. The Faith Has A Definite Content – Salvation rests in the gospel of Christ rather 
than vague religious sincerity. 

3. Self-Testing Must Use Scripture – Feelings comparison and tradition cannot 
replace the written standard of God. 

4. Christ Must Be In You – Genuine Christianity is more than outward religion because 
the believer belongs to the living Christ. 

5. Assurance Is Still Possible – Examination should confirm biblical faith rather than 
create endless spiritual uncertainty. 

6. Carnality Does Not Equal Lost Standing – Saved believers can fail badly in state 
while remaining complete in Christ. 

7. A False Profession Can Fail The Test – Paul leaves no room for empty religion that 
claims Christ without truly possessing Him. 

 

2 Corinthians 13:6 – 7 Evidences Paul Passed The Test 

1. Corinth Was Living Evidence – Their own conversion testified that Christ had 
worked through Paul’s gospel ministry. 

2. Paul’s Apostleship Came From Christ – His authority rested upon divine 
commission rather than human appointment. 

3. Apostolic Signs Confirmed The Calling – Signs wonders and mighty deeds had 
authenticated his ministry among them. 

4. Weakness Did Not Mean Disapproval – Paul’s suffering and infirmity never proved 
that God had rejected his ministry. 



5. Truth Can Survive Examination – Paul expected an honest test to confirm rather 
than destroy his claims. 

6. The Lord’s Verdict Outranks Human Opinion – Divine approval mattered more 
than Corinth’s shifting judgment. 

7. Genuine Ministry Need Not Fear Testing – Sound doctrine clean conduct and 
proven fruit can stand in the light. 

 

2 Corinthians 13:7 – 7 Marks Of Ministry Without Ego 

1. Paul Prayed Against Evil – His first desire was Corinth’s holiness rather than an 
opportunity to punish them. 

2. Vindication Was Not The Goal – Paul cared more about their obedience than about 
appearing personally approved. 

3. Honest Living Mattered – He wanted believers whose outward conduct agreed with 
the truth they professed. 

4. Grace Never Excuses Sin – Salvation by grace still calls the believer to reject evil 
and walk honestly. 

5. Authority Did Not Need A Showcase – Paul preferred repentance that made severe 
discipline unnecessary. 

6. Reputation Could Be Sacrificed – He would accept appearing weak if Corinth 
became spiritually stronger. 

7. Their Restoration Mattered Most – Faithful ministry values people becoming right 
more than proving the minister was right. 

 

2 Corinthians 13:8 – 7 Truths That Stand Above Every Servant 

1. Truth Outranks Human Authority – Even apostolic authority existed beneath rather 
than above what God had revealed. 

2. No Servant Can Rewrite Truth – Ministry has no legitimate power to make 
falsehood true or truth false. 

3. Men Can Resist Without Defeating It – Opposition may attack truth but can never 
change its reality. 



4. Scripture Must Govern The Ministry – Preaching teaching correction and doctrine 
must remain subject to the word of truth. 

5. Right Division Protects Truth – True verses must be placed in their proper doctrinal 
and dispensational setting. 

6. Truth Needs No Deceitful Methods – God’s word never requires lies manipulation 
or craftiness to defend it. 

7. Faithful Servants Work For Truth – Paul’s purpose was to strengthen what God said 
even at the expense of his own reputation. 

 

2 Corinthians 13:9 – 7 Marks Of Ministry That Wants Strong Saints 

1. Paul Could Rejoice In Weakness – His reputation mattered less than Corinth 
becoming spiritually strong. 

2. Their Strength Was His Joy – Genuine ministry celebrates believers who learn to 
stand firmly in Christ. 

3. Authority Did Not Need Displaying – Paul preferred repentance that made severe 
apostolic action unnecessary. 

4. Weakness Did Not Mean Failure – Christ could accomplish His purpose without 
making Paul appear impressive. 

5. Spiritual Strength Comes From Christ – Mature believers become stronger 
through grace rather than human personality. 

6. Growth Was The Desired Outcome – Paul wanted Corinth moving beyond carnality 
into spiritual maturity. 

7. Perfection Meant Mature Development – Their goal was completeness in Christian 
growth rather than sinless flesh. 

 

2 Corinthians 13:10 – 7 Purposes Behind Paul’s Sharp Warning 

1. The Letter Came Before The Visit – Paul warned them while absent so correction 
could occur before he arrived. 

2. Repentance Could Prevent Sharpness – His severe words were intended to make 
stronger discipline unnecessary. 



3. Sharp Rebuke Has A Place – Biblical love can speak severely when spiritual health 
requires it. 

4. Paul’s Power Came From Christ – His apostolic authority was received from the 
Lord rather than self-appointed. 

5. Authority Had Defined Boundaries – Paul could exercise only the power Christ had 
entrusted to him. 

6. Edification Was The Main Purpose – Spiritual authority existed to build believers 
into stronger saints. 

7. Destruction Was Never The Goal – Correction was meant to restore people rather 
than crush them. 

 

2 Corinthians 13:11 – 7 Final Commands For A Restored Church 

1. Brethren Were Still Brethren – Corinth’s failures had not erased their relationship 
as believers in Christ. 

2. Maturity Was Still Required – “Be perfect” called them toward spiritual 
completeness and Christian growth. 

3. Comfort Belonged After Correction – Godly rebuke should lead toward restoration 
rather than permanent despair. 

4. One Mind Could Defeat Division – Corinth needed Christ-centered unity after 
years of factions and strife. 

5. Peace Had To Become A Lifestyle – Believers were commanded to stop feeding 
unnecessary conflict. 

6. Love Came From God Himself – Christian fellowship was to reflect the character of 
the God of love. 

7. God’s Peace Accompanied Obedience – A church walking rightly could enjoy the 
practical fellowship of the God of peace. 

 

2 Corinthians 13:12 – 7 Truths About Holy Christian Fellowship 

1. Fellowship Must Become Visible – Paul expected restored believers actually to 
acknowledge and receive one another. 



2. Every Believer Deserved Recognition – “One another” left no room for celebrity 
Christianity or private cliques. 

3. Peace Must Reach Relationships – Doctrinal unity should affect ordinary greetings 
and personal conduct. 

4. Christian Affection Should Be Genuine – The greeting expressed sincere brotherly 
love rather than cold formality. 

5. Holiness Must Govern Affection – The word “holy” keeps Christian warmth under 
the rule of purity. 

6. A Kiss Can Reveal The Heart – Scripture distinguishes genuine affection from 
Judas-style outward hypocrisy. 

7. Restoration Should Restore Fellowship – When repentance has done its work 
believers should not preserve unnecessary hostility. 

 

 

Conclusion 

We have now come to the end of 2 Corinthians Lists of Sevens, and after working through 
all 257 verses and drawing out 1,799 individual teaching points, one thing ought to be 
impossible to miss: Second Corinthians is far deeper than the handful of familiar verses 
most people remember from it. This is not merely the book of “My grace is sufficient for 
thee,” “we walk by faith, not by sight,” and “God loveth a cheerful giver.” It is a book 
about affliction, comfort, conscience, forgiveness, restoration, reconciliation, separation, 
ministry integrity, giving, spiritual warfare, false apostles, weakness, authority, suffering, 
self-examination, maturity, fellowship, and grace. Paul writes like a man who has been hit 
hard enough to know what is inside him and kept standing long enough to know exactly 
Who held him up. Corinth tested him, false apostles opposed him, circumstances pressed 
him, his flesh weakened him, and a thorn humbled him, yet the gospel never became less 
true because the messenger had scars. If anything, the scars made the central truth 
clearer: the treasure was always greater than the vessel carrying it. 

That has been the purpose of this book from the beginning. Every verse received seven 
distinct observations because familiarity has a bad habit of persuading Bible readers that 
they have already seen everything a verse contains. A man reads “My grace is sufficient 
for thee” and thinks he has finished because he heard the verse preached twenty years 
ago. Another reads “For we walk by faith, not by sight” and treats it like a slogan suitable 



for a coffee mug without noticing the argument surrounding mortality, eternal perspective, 
the presence of the Lord, and the judgment seat of Christ. Another reads “Examine 
yourselves” and either ignores the command or turns it into a religious machine for 
destroying assurance. Another skims past “All the saints salute you” without noticing that 
five words can correct an entire congregation’s narrow vision. The Bible does not become 
shallow because a verse becomes familiar. Familiarity can dull the reader, but it cannot 
drain the depth out of the Book. 

At the same time, these lists were never intended to become the final authority. The King 
James Bible is the authority. The titles are not inspired. The seven divisions are not 
inspired. The explanations are not inspired. They are study tools meant to make the reader 
slow down, look closer, compare Scripture with Scripture, remember what he finds, and go 
back into the text with sharper eyes. Religion has always had a talent for taking useful tools 
and turning them into substitutes for the thing they were supposed to serve. A commentary 
becomes more important than the verse. A study note becomes the final court of appeal. A 
famous teacher says something, and before long men repeat the teacher more confidently 
than they repeat Scripture. That order must never be reversed. The preacher may help 
point out the road, but he does not own it, pave it, or receive permission to move it 
because he dislikes where it leads. 

Neither should the reader assume that seven points exhaust any verse. The number seven 
gave this project discipline and structure, but Scripture cannot be emptied into an outline 
and declared finished. A verse studied today may open another door ten years from now 
because another passage has deepened your understanding. A cross reference may 
suddenly connect two truths you had never seen together. A doctrinal distinction may 
become clearer after years of study. A trial may cause a phrase you once understood 
intellectually to strike with completely different practical weight. The Bible has a way of 
waiting patiently for the student to catch up. Seven truths can help train the eye, but the 
Book will still have something more to say after the list is finished. 

Second Corinthians first taught us how God comforts. Paul begins with “the Father of 
mercies, and the God of all comfort” in 2 Corinthians 1:3, but the comfort appears “in all 
our tribulation.” That destroys the childish idea that God proves His faithfulness only by 
making difficult circumstances disappear. Paul knew pressure above strength, fear, 
affliction, opposition, weakness, sorrow, and suffering, yet none of those things meant God 
had abandoned him. In fact, he explained that the pressure brought him to the point “that 
we should not trust in ourselves, but in God which raiseth the dead.” Flesh loves 
strength because strength lets flesh imagine it can get along without God. Pressure has a 
way of kicking that illusion down the stairs. God does not always prove His faithfulness 



by removing the furnace; sometimes He proves it by keeping His servant faithful inside 
it. 

The epistle also taught us that biblical correction must have restoration in view. Chapter 2 
shows Paul dealing with a repentant offender and telling the Corinthians, “ye ought rather 
to forgive him, and comfort him,” and then, “confirm your love toward him.” That is not 
softness. Sin had been confronted. Discipline had been necessary. Sorrow had done its 
work. But once correction accomplished what it was supposed to accomplish, grace did 
not continue beating the man merely because punishment had become emotionally 
satisfying. That is a needed lesson in churches, families, and ministries. A rod that cannot 
recognize repentance eventually stops being a shepherd’s tool and becomes a 
weapon for the flesh. Biblical discipline has an exit door marked restoration. 

Chapter 3 taught us to preserve the difference between the ministry of the letter and the 
ministry of the Spirit without using the passage as an excuse to disregard the very words 
the Holy Ghost inspired. Paul’s contrast concerns covenant ministry, condemnation, 
righteousness, and the inability of law to give sinful flesh spiritual life. It does not mean 
exact words suddenly became unimportant. The same Spirit who gives life is the Spirit who 
inspired Scripture. Right division matters here because the Church is not Israel wearing a 
Christian name tag, and grace is not Sinai with a few hymns added to make it more 
comfortable. Right division does not mutilate the Bible; it prevents men from sewing 
together things God deliberately kept distinct and then accusing Scripture of 
contradiction when the stitching comes apart. 

Chapter 4 gave us one of the controlling images of the whole epistle: “we have this 
treasure in earthen vessels.” Paul is the vessel. The gospel is the treasure. Christ is the 
source of the power. That one picture should be enough to cure a great deal of religious 
celebrity worship. A servant may be gifted, educated, articulate, diligent, courageous, and 
useful, but he is still clay. The treasure never became valuable because of the container. 
The world asks whether the vessel is polished enough for the display case; God looks at 
what it carries. Faith does not deny that the vessel can crack; faith remembers that the 
vessel was never the treasure. The more Paul weakened, the clearer it became that the 
excellency of the power belonged to God. 

Chapter 5 brought us to the heart of the ministry of reconciliation. “If any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creature.” God was “in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself.” 
Believers are “ambassadors for Christ.” And Christ “knew no sin” yet was “made... sin 
for us, that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.” That is not religious 
self-improvement. That is substitution. The sinner does not climb toward God on a ladder 
made of baptism, sacraments, law keeping, morality, endurance, church membership, and 



good intentions. God acted in Christ for sinners who could never repair their own standing. 
Grace does not ask fallen man to complete Christ’s work. If the cross was necessary, 
human merit was never sufficient; and if Christ finished the work, religion does not 
receive permission to reopen the job site. 

That same chapter also forced us to distinguish salvation from service and standing from 
state. The believer is a new creature in Christ, yet the believer will also stand before “the 
judgment seat of Christ” concerning his service. Those doctrines must not be mixed 
together. The judgment seat is not God deciding whether Calvary worked after all. The 
believer’s acceptance is in Christ; his service will be evaluated for reward and loss. 
Confuse those things and assurance disappears beneath a pile of religious fear. Christ 
does not save a man by grace and then later hold a hearing to decide whether He 
regrets it. Standing rests in Christ; state and service still matter greatly because grace 
never made Christian responsibility meaningless. 

Chapter 6 taught us biblical separation. “Be ye not unequally yoked together with 
unbelievers” is plain enough without modern religion sanding the edges off the verse until 
it becomes decorative. Light and darkness are different. Christ and Belial are different. 
Belief and unbelief are different. The temple of God and idols are different. Yet separation 
must remain biblical rather than becoming tribal pride. Paul could separate from false 
apostles while still recognizing “all the saints.” He could condemn another gospel while 
maintaining real fellowship with believers beyond Corinth. Separation without truth 
becomes tribalism; fellowship without truth becomes compromise. The Book gives 
enough instruction to keep a man out of both ditches if he reads both sides of the road. 

Chapters 8 and 9 taught us grace giving and financial integrity. Paul speaks of willingness, 
purpose of heart, generosity, thanksgiving, and the example of Christ, who “though he was 
rich, yet for your sakes he became poor.” He says giving is “not grudgingly, or of 
necessity.” That phrase has caused considerable discomfort for religious fundraising 
schemes built on pressure, guilt, or promises of guaranteed financial return. Paul teaches 
generosity strongly, but he refuses manipulation. He also protects himself against 
accusations regarding money by arranging visible accountability, “Providing for honest 
things, not only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men.” That remains 
excellent advice. “God knows my heart” is a fine statement of divine omniscience, but 
it is a miserable bookkeeping system. 

Chapter 10 taught us spiritual warfare and legitimate authority. Paul says “the weapons of 
our warfare are not carnal,” and he speaks of “pulling down of strong holds” and 
“casting down imaginations.” The warfare is real, but it is not religious theatrics. Truth 
confronts lies. Scripture confronts imaginations. Obedience confronts rebellion. At the 



same time, Paul’s authority had a defined purpose: “for edification, and not for your 
destruction.” That should be nailed above every pulpit. A preacher is not a legislator 
manufacturing commandments whenever personal preference feels neglected. Modern 
ministerial authority is derived from Scripture. The pulpit is not a throne where a man 
becomes king for forty-five minutes; it is a platform where a servant is supposed to 
announce what the King already said. 

Chapter 11 pulled the mask off counterfeit ministry. Paul warns about “another Jesus,” 
“another spirit,” and “another gospel,” then tells us Satan himself is “transformed into 
an angel of light.” That should permanently destroy the foolish notion that deception must 
look dark, grotesque, and obviously wicked. Counterfeit religion succeeds because it looks 
religious. False teachers may quote Scripture, speak warmly about Jesus, build crowds, 
raise money, sound educated, look respectable, and still preach poison. The test is 
doctrine. The package cannot become the authority. A lie does not become truth 
because ten thousand people applaud it, and Satan does not need to remove the 
name Jesus if he can redefine the Jesus being preached. 

The same chapter showed us the scars of real ministry. Paul lists beatings, imprisonments, 
stoning, shipwreck, hunger, thirst, weariness, danger, cold, nakedness, and then adds “the 
care of all the churches.” That ought to bury the notion that serving God guarantees 
comfort. Paul’s suffering did not prove he was outside the will of God; much of it came 
because he refused to leave the path God had given him. Yet we also had to preserve the 
distinction between suffering for Christ and suffering because of foolishness. Not every 
consequence is persecution. There is no crown promised for being difficult enough to 
make everybody dislike you. Paul’s sufferings were tied to faithful service, not to a talent 
for manufacturing trouble. 

Chapter 12 then brought us to the third heaven, the thorn in the flesh, and one of the great 
answers Christ ever gave a suffering servant: “My grace is sufficient for thee.” Paul had 
received extraordinary revelation, but extraordinary revelation did not eliminate ordinary 
flesh. In fact, the revelation itself created a danger of being “exalted above measure,” and 
God permitted a thorn to keep the vessel humble. Paul prayed for removal; Christ gave 
sufficiency. That is one of the deepest lessons in the epistle. The third heaven gave Paul 
revelation; the thorn taught him how to carry it without turning himself into the 
attraction. Modern men who supposedly visit heaven and return with a speaking tour 
might profit from noticing that Paul heard things he was not allowed to market. 

From that thorn came the great paradox, “when I am weak, then am I strong.” Paul was 
not glorifying laziness, incompetence, compromise, poor preparation, or cowardice. He 
laboured harder than men who would later quote his weakness as an excuse for doing less. 



His weakness became useful because it destroyed boasting and revealed dependence 
upon Christ. The world asks whether the servant appears impressive. God asks whether 
the servant knows where the strength comes from. Weakness becomes spiritual 
strength when it stops the vessel from pretending the power originated in the clay. 

The closing chapter then turned the examination inward. “Examine yourselves, whether 
ye be in the faith.” That verse can expose false profession, but it can also be abused until 
genuine believers become afraid to breathe without checking whether they are still saved. 
Context keeps it straight. Corinth had demanded proof that Christ spoke through Paul, and 
Paul turns the examination around. There is a legitimate question concerning what a 
person is trusting: Christ or religion, grace or works, the gospel or inherited tradition. But 
self-examination cannot become a second Saviour. The mirror can show the dirt; nobody 
ever got clean by worshipping the mirror. Assurance rests in the written word and Christ’s 
finished work, not in producing a sufficiently attractive spiritual reflection. 

Paul’s final desire for Corinth was maturity. He says, “we are glad, when we are weak, 
and ye are strong,” and “this also we wish, even your perfection.” That is a magnificent 
statement of healthy ministry. Paul did not need the Corinthians permanently weak so that 
Paul could feel permanently necessary. He wanted strong saints. He wanted mature 
believers. He wanted people who could stand. That same purpose lies behind this book. 
These lists are meant to help train the reader to see structure, doctrine, context, warning, 
application, and distinction for himself. A ministry that must keep people spiritually 
dependent in order to remain important has not built disciples; it has built customers. 

Near the end, Paul writes the little sentence “All the saints salute you.” Corinth mattered, 
but Corinth was not the whole map. God had saints elsewhere. Every local church needs 
that reminder. Local church faithfulness matters tremendously, but local loyalty can 
become local vanity when a congregation begins thinking that the Lord’s work stops at its 
own parking lot. Christ has servants we may never meet, churches we may never visit, and 
believers whose names will never appear in our familiar circles. A church should know 
exactly where it stands without imagining that everyone standing somewhere else 
must therefore be lying down. Biblical independence does not require spiritual isolation. 

Then the epistle closes with the only ending large enough for everything that came before it: 
“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen.” After suffering comes grace. After conflict comes 
love. After division comes communion. After personalities comes God. The Lord Jesus 
Christ appears, God appears, and the Holy Ghost appears. The final verse removes the 
eyes from Paul’s scars, Corinth’s failures, the false apostles, the thorn, and every human 
personality, and places them where they belonged all along. If 1,799 teaching points leave 



the reader more impressed with the outlines than with the God revealed in the verses, 
then the material was organized and the point was missed. 

So this book should not be put away as though reaching the last page means the work is 
finished. Go back through it and use it differently. Take one verse a day and turn the seven 
observations into seven questions. Find supporting KJV passages for each point. Use the 
lists for family devotions, Bible classes, sermon preparation, discipleship, homeschool 
study, writing prompts, memory work, or personal review. Let one point become a full 
study. Let one list become a lesson. Let one chapter’s lists become a doctrinal overview. 
Most importantly, let the process train your eyes until you begin doing the work without the 
book. The greatest value of a Bible-study tool is reached when it teaches you how to open 
the Bible and see more for yourself. 

Keep rightly dividing as you do. Keep Israel distinct from the Church, law distinct from 
grace, salvation distinct from service, standing distinct from state, justification distinct 
from reward, and apostolic authority in its proper setting. Do not use right division as an 
excuse to ignore Scripture, and do not ignore right division until every verse becomes 
addressed to everybody in every age under every covenant. Right division is not cutting 
pages out of the Bible; it is refusing to address every envelope in God’s mailbox to 
yourself. When the divisions are kept where God placed them, the Bible becomes clearer 
rather than smaller. 

Keep the King James Bible open as well. Use commentaries, outlines, teachers, charts, and 
study aids, but know where every tool belongs. The Book judges the tools; the tools do not 
judge the Book. Religious history is crowded with men who began by explaining Scripture 
and ended by explaining why Scripture could not possibly mean what it said. There is a 
safer road. Read it. Believe it. Study it. Compare it. Rightly divide it. Preach it. Teach it. Obey 
what belongs to you. Faith never became foolish merely because unbelief learned how 
to footnote itself. 

When everything in Second Corinthians is finally gathered together, one central lesson 
keeps rising above the rest. Paul mattered greatly, but Paul was never the final subject. 
Christ was. Paul suffered, comforted, forgave, defended, gave, separated, exposed false 
apostles, spoke of heaven, endured a thorn, warned Corinth, demanded examination, 
sought maturity, and greeted the saints; but at the end he disappears behind the grace of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost. That is where 
every servant ought to disappear. True ministry points away from itself, true doctrine 
magnifies Christ, true grace destroys boasting, true weakness exposes the source of 
strength, true correction restores, and true maturity makes believers stronger in the 
Lord rather than more dependent upon human personality. 



There are 257 verses in Second Corinthians, and this book has placed seven lessons 
beside every one of them. That gives us 1,799 concentrated teaching points, but those 
numbers are not the real triumph of the project. The triumph would be one believer who 
starts reading slower, one teacher who begins seeing more in the verse, one preacher who 
lets the text control the sermon instead of forcing the text to serve the sermon, one student 
who learns to compare Scripture with Scripture, one family that opens the Bible together, 
one wounded servant who learns that weakness does not mean Christ has abandoned 
him, or one church that remembers discipline can end in restoration. That would justify the 
labour far more than the size of the book ever could. 

So when this volume closes, do not close Second Corinthians. Go back to chapter 1 and 
read it again. You will see things you did not see before. Years from now, read it again, and 
the same thing will probably happen. That is the nature of Scripture. We finish outlines. We 
finish chapters. We finish commentaries. We finish studies. We finish books. We never 
finish the Bible. The seven points can be complete while the truth remains inexhaustible. 
The final page can be reached while the study is still alive. 

Keep studying until faith becomes sight, the earthen vessel is finally laid down, the last 
lesson on this side of glory has been learned, and the believer stands before the Lord 
whose grace carried Paul through Corinth and whose grace still carries His saints today. 
Until then, let Paul’s own final words remain the proper ending to everything this book has 
tried to accomplish: “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen.” 

 


