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Series Introduction - The Mysteries Revealed in the New Testament - When God
Opened the Locked Rooms of His Eternal Counsel

Key Passage: Romans 16:25-27

“Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of
Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the
world began, But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to
the commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of
faith: To God only wise, be glory through Jesus Christ for ever. Amen.”

Introduction

The Bible is not a religious junk drawer filled with disconnected stories, inspirational
sayings, Jewish ceremonies, Christian doctrines, prophetic symbols, and moral lessons
thrown together by men who hoped somebody would eventually organize the pile. Itis a
divinely ordered revelation given by a God who knew the ending before He wrote the
opening words. Acts 15:18 says, “Known unto God are all his works from the beginning of
the world.” God did not begin Genesis experimentally, adjust His doctrine in the Prophets,
revise His program during the Gospels, and finally ask Paul to explain what went wrong.
Every covenant, dispensation, judgment, promise, kingdom, sacrifice, mystery, and
prophetic event occupies its appointed place within an eternal purpose. Men encounter
that purpose one revelation at a time because men live inside time; God sees the whole
road because He stands above it. The fact that one traveler sees a bend another traveler
has not yet reached does not mean the road contradicted itself. It means somebody needs
to stop staring at his shoes and read the sign.

The mysteries of the New Testament reveal truths that God kept within His own counsel
until the appointed hour. They are not puzzles God could not solve, contradictions the
apostles tried to hide, or permanently unknowable doctrines reserved for experts with
enough degrees to wallpaper a study. A biblical mystery is truth once concealed and
afterward revealed. Romans 16:25 calls it something “kept secret since the world began,”
and verse 26 immediately says it “now is made manifest.” Colossians 1:26 describes “the
mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to
his saints.” Ephesians 3:4 tells believers that “when ye read, ye may understand.” God hid
the truth until His appointed time, then placed it into inspired words so His people could
read and understand it. Religion reverses the process. God reveals truth; religion hides it
again beneath technical language, ecclesiastical authority, ceremonial smoke, traditional
confusion, and a tuition bill.



This series will open those scriptural rooms one by one. We will examine what a biblical
mystery is, why revelation unfolds according to God’s timetable, and why Paul’s
stewardship cannot be ignored without throwing the present dispensation into confusion.
We will then study the seven central mysteries named in the series: the mysteries of the
kingdom of heaven, Israel’s blindness, the one body, Christ dwelling in believers, the
Rapture, iniquity, and godliness. Finally, we will confront Satan’s counterfeit mystery—
Babylon the Great, the painted harlot who imitates divine truth while concealing
abomination inside a golden cup. The purpose is not to make simple believers feel
dependent upon an initiated teacher. The purpose is to let the King James Bible expose
what God concealed, what He revealed, when He revealed it, to whom He entrusted it, and
why every distinction matters. A locked door requires a key; a revealed mystery requires an
open Bible.

1. A Biblical Mystery Is Not Religious Fog

The ordinary religious use of the word “mystery” suggests something permanently obscure.
Theologians often employ it when they have reached the end of their system but do not
want to admit the system backed into a wall. A contradiction is called a mystery, an
unexplained tradition is called a mystery, and a sacramental ceremony nobody can define
without contradicting himself is wrapped in Latin and called sacred mystery. The word
becomes a fog machine rolled into the sanctuary whenever daylight threatens the furniture.
But Scripture defines mystery with a consistent movement: hidden, then revealed; secret,
then manifest; unknown in other ages, then made known by the Spirit. A difficulty may
remain difficult after explanation, but a revealed mystery no longer remains hidden in the
sense it once was.

First Corinthians 2:7 speaks of “the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom,”
yet verse 10 says, “But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit.” The wisdom was
hidden because God had not disclosed it, not because God intended His people to remain
confused after revelation. Men could not reason their way into it, discover it through
science, recover it from pagan philosophy, or receive it through occult initiation. God had to
reveal it. Human intellect may analyze what God has spoken, but it cannot manufacture
information God kept secret. A man outside a locked room can speculate about what is
behind the door, but speculation does not become knowledge merely because he speaks
confidently and owns a doctorate in doorknobs.

Once God reveals a mystery, ignorance becomes a matter of neglect rather than lack of
access. The truth stands written in the Book. Believers are not required to crawl through a
monastic library, master an extinct language, receive authorization from a priesthood, or
swear secrecy before being shown another spiritual degree. Paul says, “when ye read, ye



may understand.” The Bereans searched the Scriptures daily. Timothy knew the holy
Scriptures from childhood. The word of God is deep enough to drown the proudest scholar
and clear enough to save a child. The man who cannot understand everything should study
more; the man who claims nobody can understand anything should stop charging tuition.

2. God Owns Both the Secret and the Schedule

Deuteronomy 29:29 says, “The secret things belong unto the LORD our God: but those
things which are revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever.” That verse
establishes both divine ownership and human responsibility. God owns the secret things.
Man possesses no natural right to invade the eternal counsel of God, interrogate His
purposes, or demand information beyond what He has chosen to provide. Job learned that
lesson when the Lord answered him from the whirlwind. The creature may ask honest
questions, but he does not place the Creator beneath examination. A question mark
printed on dust does not become large enough to judge the throne.

God also owns the schedule upon which secret things become revealed things. Daniel
received prophecies he did not fully understand and was told, “shut up the words, and seal
the book, even to the time of the end.” Christ told His disciples in John 16:12, “| have yet
many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.” After the resurrection, He
opened their understanding so they might understand the Scriptures. Later, the glorified
Christ revealed distinctive truths through Paul. Each revelation arrived at the proper
moment. God did not withhold truth maliciously; He arranged revelation purposefully. A
builder does not place the roof before the foundation and then apologize because the
occupants could not see the chimney on the first morning.

This unfolding revelation does not mean God changed His mind or improved His theology.
Progressive revelation describes change in what God made known to men, not growth in
God’s knowledge. He declared the end from the beginning and knew every work before the
world began. Later revelation supplements, completes, and clarifies earlier revelation
without correcting an embarrassed Author. Dawn reveals what darkness concealed, but
the landscape existed before sunrise. God knew the mystery while Adam tilled the ground,
Noah built the ark, Abraham journeyed toward Canaan, Moses received the law, David sat
upon his throne, and Daniel saw empires rise and fall. The truth was new to men when
revealed; it was never new to God.

3. Prophecy and Mystery Must Not Be Poured Into One Bucket

Acts 3:21 speaks of truth “which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets
since the world began.” Romans 16:25 speaks of truth “which was kept secret since the
world began.” Those statements are not identical. One concerns what God spoke; the other



concerns what God kept secret. English only becomes difficult when a creed has already
ordered the reader not to notice it. Peter’s early Acts preaching stood upon Israel’s
prophetic program: national repentance, the return of Jesus Christ, and “the times of
restitution of all things” foretold by the prophets. Paul’s stewardship included revelation
concerning truths hidden in God and how made manifest during Israel’s present setting
aside.

The prophetic Scriptures foretold the coming Messiah, His sufferings, His resurrection,
Israel’s restoration, the Davidic kingdom, judgment upon the nations, and Gentile blessing
through Israel’s rise. Isaiah saw a suffering servant and reigning King. Jeremiah foretold a
new covenant with the houses of Israel and Judah. Zechariah saw Christ’s feet standing
upon the mount of Olives. Daniel saw a kingdom that would break the kingdoms of this
world and stand for ever. Those subjects were revealed, though their timing and
relationship often remained unclear to the men who wrote them. First Peter 1 says the
prophets searched “what, or what manner of time” the Spirit signified. They possessed the
pieces of prophecy without seeing the completed arrangement.

The mystery program includes the present formation and heavenly calling of the body of
Christ, in which believing Jews and Gentiles possess equal standing under one Head. It
explains Israel’s partial blindness, the distinctive stewardship entrusted to Paul, Christ
dwelling within believers, and the transformation of a living generation at the Rapture. None
of these truths cancels the prophets. The mystery operates during an interval in Israel’s
national program and leaves every covenant promise intact. Right division allows prophecy
to remain prophecy and mystery to remain mystery. Religious confusion pours both into
one bucket, stirs vigorously, and blames God because the color turned muddy.

4. Paul Was Made a Steward of Heaven’s Revealed Secrets

First Corinthians 4:1 says, “Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and
stewards of the mysteries of God.” A steward administers what belongs to another. Paul did
not invent the mysteries, own the mysteries, orimprove the mysteries. He received
revelation from Jesus Christ and faithfully delivered it. Galatians 1:11-12 says the gospel he
preached was “not after man” because he neither received it from man nor was taught it by
man, “but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.” The source was Christ, the steward was Paul,
and the beneficiaries included the Gentiles to whom Paul was especially sent.

Ephesians 3:2 calls Paul’s stewardship “the dispensation of the grace of God which is given
me to you-ward.” Verse 3 says, “by revelation he made known unto me the mystery.” Paul is
not competing with the twelve or establishing a rival Saviour. Peter and Paul served the
same Lord, preached the same risen Christ, and wrote under the inspiration of the same



Spirit. Yet their primary commissions, audiences, and doctrinal emphases were not
identical. Peter proclaimed what the prophets had spoken concerning Israel; Paul was
particularly appointed to make known truths connected with the present dispensation and
one body. Two servants can carry different instructions from the same King without
declaring war on each other.

Neglecting Paul’s stewardship produces predictable wreckage. Law becomes mixed with
grace, Israel becomes confused with the Church, water baptism becomes attached to
regeneration, kingdom signs become requirements for spiritual maturity, the Tribulation
becomes the Church’s appointment, and the Rapture becomes entangled with the Second
Advent. Men rush backward into Israel’s ordinances or forward into Israel’s future, then
wonder why Christian doctrine feels like a coat with three sleeves and no opening for the
head. Paul does not replace Christ. The risen Christ selected Paul to explain what the
Church must know about its salvation, position, walk, warfare, hope, and heavenly destiny.

5. The Seven Mysteries Reveal God’s Ordered Purpose

The mysteries of the kingdom of heaven explain the course of outward kingdom profession
during the King’s visible absence. Matthew 13 presents seed falling upon different soils,
wheat and tares growing together, an herb swelling into an abnormal tree where birds
lodge, leaven hidden in meal, treasure concealed in afield, one pearl of great price, and a
net gathering good and bad fish until final separation. The parables do not teach that
mankind gradually improves the world until Jesus returns to accept a kingdom renovated by
religious committees. They describe mixture, counterfeit, corruption, concealment, and
judgment. The kingdom was postponed after Israel rejected her King, but the throne was
not cancelled. A crown placed temporarily out of sight does not become the property of the
fellow who found the empty chair.

The mystery of Israel’s blindness explains that the nation’s present condition is partial and
temporary. Romans 11:25 says “blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of
the Gentiles be come in.” Israel remains beloved for the fathers’ sakes, the gifts and calling
of God remain without repentance, and the Deliverer will yet turn ungodliness from Jacob.
During this interval, God forms one new man—the body of Christ—in which believing Jews
and Gentiles are reconciled by the cross and baptized by one Spirit into one body. That
body does not replace Israel, enlarge Israel, or become Israel under a more convenient
name. Israel retains her national covenants and earthly kingdom promises; the Church
possesses a heavenly Head, heavenly position, and heavenly destiny. A mansion in heaven
does not require stealing Jacob’s farm.



Within that body appears another magnificent mystery: “Christ in you, the hope of glory.”
The risen Christ dwells in every believer through the Holy Spirit, making the Christian a
temple of God and guaranteeing future glorification. That guarantee reaches its bodily
completion in the mystery of the Rapture: “We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be
changed.” The dead in Christ will rise, the living will be transformed, and the Church will
meet the Lord in the air before God resumes the final stages of His prophetic dealings with
Israel. Death has swallowed every generation since Adam, but one generation will close its
fist around immortality before the grave can open its mouth.

6. The Two Opposing Mysteries Meet in Christ and Antichrist

The mystery of iniquity and the mystery of godliness stand opposite one another like two
kingdoms facing across a battlefield. Second Thessalonians 2:7 says, “the mystery of
iniquity doth already work.” Long before the final man of sin is revealed, Satan prepares the
world through rebellion against God’s words, hostility toward Christ, apostasy, political
idolatry, religious compromise, and human dreams of godhood. The spirit began its visible
work in Eden when the serpent questioned God’s word, denied God’s judgment, and
promised, “ye shall be as gods.” It matured at Babel, traveled through empires and
religions, and will culminate when the Antichrist sits in the temple claiming to be God.

First Timothy 3:16 answers that counterfeit with the mystery of godliness: “God was
manifest in the flesh.” In Antichrist, sinful man exalts himself as God; in Jesus Christ, God
humbles Himself and takes the form of man. One ascends through pride, the Other
descends through grace. One demands worship and destroys those who refuse; the Other
deserves worship and dies for those who hated Him. One comes through Satan’s working
with lying wonders; the Other is justified in the Spirit, rises bodily from death, and is
received into glory. Antichrist is man’s dream of becoming God. Jesus Christis God’s
miracle of becoming man without ceasing to be God.

This contrast places all human history beneath one decisive question: whom will mankind
worship? The world imagines its deepest conflict concerns economics, race, class,
government, environment, technology, borders, or competing civilizations. Those conflicts
are real, but beneath them runs the older war between the true God and the rebel cherub,
the true Christ and the counterfeit christ, divine revelation and satanic imitation. The devil
does not ultimately want mankind to stop worshipping. He wants worship redirected.
Atheism removes one altar so humanism can build another. False religion multiplies gods
so the true One disappears in the crowd. The final beast gathers every counterfeit beneath
one throne.

7. Babylon Counterfeits Every Mystery God Reveals



Revelation 17 concludes the series by presenting Satan’s counterfeit mystery: “MYSTERY,
BABYLON THE GREAT.” Babylon began visibly at Babel, where mankind organized unity
against God, built a city and tower, and attempted to make a name. The principle matured
through idolatrous religion, political empire, commercial control, priestly authority, and
persecution of those who refused to bow. In Revelation, the system appears as arichly
dressed harlot riding the beast, influencing kings, intoxicating nations, and holding a golden
cup full of abominations. Babylon does not appear filthy to human eyes. It appears
magnificent. The devil learned long ago that men will drink nearly anything if it arrives in
gold.

Babylon counterfeits the body of Christ with an ecumenical monstrosity joined by
compromise instead of the Holy Spirit. It counterfeits “Christ in you” with sacraments,
initiations, mystical experiences, occult enlightenment, and institutional dependence. It
counterfeits God manifest in flesh with a man who claims to be God. It counterfeits Christ’s
kingdom with a political beast system. It counterfeits the Church’s unity with worldwide
religious cooperation purchased by surrendering doctrine. It counterfeits the Father’s
provision with commercial control over buying and selling. Satan does not possess enough
originality to create truth; he can only repaint stolen furniture.

The difference between God’s mysteries and Babylon’s mystery is the difference between
revelation and manipulation. God concealed truth until the proper time and then made it
known openly in Scripture. Babylon conceals lies so an initiated class can control access.
God’s truth frees the sinner through faith in Christ; Babylon binds the worshipper through
fear, ceremony, obligation, and dependence. God’s steward says, “when ye read, ye may
understand.” Babylon’s priest says, “You cannot understand unless we tell you.” God’s door
opens through the blood of Christ. Babylon installs a ticket booth and hires a priest to
check identification.

Conclusion

The mysteries revealed in the New Testament are not decorative subjects for theologians
who need another set of labels for a conference notebook. They explain where we stand in
God’s program, how we were saved, what body we entered, what happened to Israel, what
Christ presently does within believers, what event the Church awaits, what evil is preparing
the world, who Jesus Christ truly is, and where every counterfeit system finally ends.
Without these distinctions, the Bible becomes a maze of misplaced commandments,
stolen promises, contradictory expectations, and confused identities. With them, the Book
begins to display the order the Author placed within it. Right division does not chop
Scripture into unrelated fragments. It stops religious hands from sewing together garments
God deliberately cut for different people.



Every mystery in this series magnifies Jesus Christ. He is the rejected King whose kingdom
promises remain certain. He is the Head of the one new body. He is the Deliverer who will
restore Israel. He is the indwelling treasure inside earthen vessels. He is the Lord who will
descend for His Church. He is the One whose coming destroys the man of sin. He is God
manifest in flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto Gentiles, believed on
in the world, and received into glory. Babylon gathers everything around institutions,
priesthoods, governments, commerce, and human power. God gathers everything around
His Son. A doctrine may call itself deep, ancient, sacred, apostolic, or mysterious, but if it
does not exalt the biblical Christ, it came from the wrong cabinet.

We will therefore enter this series with an open King James Bible and no apology for
believing its words. We will allow “Israel” to mean Israel, “Church” to mean the body of
Christ, “kingdom” to retain its throne, “mystery” to retain its scriptural definition, “God” to
remainin 1 Timothy 3:16, and “caught up” to mean exactly what the Holy Ghost wrote. We
will not trade plain revelation for religious fog or permit a creed to erase distinctions God
preserved. The cabinetis open, the mysteries have been made manifest, and heaven has
already supplied the key. The question is not whether God has revealed the truth. The
question is whether men who claim to love the Bible will let it remain revealed.

1 of 10 - The Mysteries Revealed in the New Testament — The Locked Cabinet and the
Revealing God

Key Passage: Romans 16:25-27

“Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of
Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the
world began, But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to
the commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of
faith: To God only wise, be glory through Jesus Christ for ever. Amen.”

Introduction

There are things in the Bible that God declared openly, things He revealed gradually, and
things He deliberately kept secret until the appointed hour. That is not theological trickery;
that is the plain testimony of the Book. Deuteronomy 29:29 says, “The secret things belong
unto the LORD our God: but those things which are revealed belong unto us and to our
children for ever.” God has never been obligated to tell mankind everything He knows, and
He certainly has never been required to satisfy the curiosity of every religious busybody



who believes heaven owes him an explanation. God reveals what He chooses, when He
chooses, to whom He chooses, and for the purpose He chooses. The clay does not
subpoena the Potter. The question mark does not place the Author under examination.
Before God revealed a mystery, it belonged to Him; after He revealed it, man became
responsible for believing it. A biblical mystery is therefore not something God cannot
explain, something the Bible accidentally misplaced, or something that remains
permanently unknowable. It is truth secured inside the counsel of God until God Himself
unlocks the cabinet. Men could speculate around it, philosophers could stumble over its
shadow, prophets could describe events connected with it, and angels could desire to look
into it, but nobody could know it with certainty until God turned the key. Heaven keeps
secrets perfectly. When God closes a door, human intellect can wear its knuckles bloody
knocking on it and still never enter.

The word “mystery” has been dragged through so much religious smoke that many people
imagine it must involve candles, robes, incense, secret handshakes, whispered passwords,
and a fellow wearing enough ceremonial decoration to resemble a chandelier. That is the
devil’s counterfeit. Pagan mystery religions hid their doctrines from the common man so an
initiated priesthood could control access to them. God concealed His mysteries for an
altogether different reason: they belonged to His eternal purpose and awaited His
appointed time of revelation. Once God revealed them, He did not auction them to the
highest bidder, bury them beneath a cathedral, or require a theological union card before
anyone could read them. He placed them in Scripture. Paul wrote in Ephesians 3:3-4,
“How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as | wrote afore in few
words, Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ).”
Notice the Holy Ghost’s language: “when ye read, ye may understand.” That sentenceis a
mortal wound to every religious system that depends upon keeping ordinary believers
spiritually dependent upon a professional interpreter. God wrote the truth so His people
could read it, believe it, compare Scripture with Scripture, and understand what He had
made known. The Bible contains deep water, but God did not fill it with crocodiles to keep
His children from drinking. The darkness is not in the Book. The darkness is in men who
close their eyes and then complain that the sun has gone out.

Romans 16:25 speaks of “the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the
world began.” Those words demand careful attention. Something kept secret cannot be
identical to something previously proclaimed. Something newly revealed cannot honestly
be treated as though every saint from Adam onward possessed a complete doctrinal
outline of it. Yet religious systems routinely flatten the Bible until Noah, Moses, David, John
the Baptist, Peter at Pentecost, and Paulin prison are all supposedly preaching the same
message to the same people under the same conditions with the same promises. That is



not faithfulness to Scripture; that is running the whole Bible through a doctrinal waffle iron
and congratulating yourself because everything came out equally flat. God’s revelations
unfold according to His order. Later revelation does not correct an embarrassed God,
contradict an earlier God, or reveal that God changed His mind after reviewing the quarterly
numbers. It supplies truth that had not previously been disclosed. The Lord did not lose the
key to His own cabinet. He simply did not place it in man’s hand before the proper time.
This opening study establishes the governing principle for every mystery that follows: what
God concealed must not be invented, what God revealed must not be ignored, and what
God distinguished must not be mixed together by men who value their systems more than
His sentences.

1. A Mystery Is Hidden Truth Made Known

The Bible defines its own terminology if a man will leave it alone long enough to speak.
Romans 16:25 calls the mystery something “which was kept secret since the world began,”
and verse 26 immediately adds, “But now is made manifest.” Colossians 1:26 says it was
“hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints.” Ephesians
3:5 describes something “which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men,
as itis now revealed.” The pattern is unmistakable: hidden, then revealed; secret, then
manifested; unknown in former ages, then made known in the present. A mystery in
Scripture is not merely a difficult subject. The Trinity is difficult to comprehend, eternity is
impossible for the natural mind to measure, and the omniscience of God can leave the
finest intellect breathing hard before breakfast, but difficulty alone does not constitute a
biblical mystery. A mystery is information that could not be known until God disclosed it.
Man might have guessed around the edges, just as a man outside a locked room might hear
footsteps and speculate about who is inside, but speculation is not revelation. Imagination
can produce a thousand keys, but only God’s key fits God’s lock. Until He opens the door,
confidence is presumption; after He opens it, unbelief is rebellion.

This distinction destroys the romantic nhonsense that treats a mystery as valuable because
it remains obscure. God does not receive glory from revealing truth and then watching
theologians fog the windows again. Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 2:7, “But we speak the
wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the
world unto our glory.” He then explained that “God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit”
in verse 10. The mystery was hidden wisdom, but it did not remain hidden after the Spirit
revealed it. The truth was not made known so preachers could stand behind pulpits and
pronounce it eternally incomprehensible in seven languages. God did not reveal the
mystery in order to preserve the mystery’s secrecy. He revealed it so it could be preached,
believed, obeyed, and enjoyed. There are truths we cannot exhaust, but that does not



mean we cannot understand what God plainly said about them. An ocean is deeper than a
drinking glass, but that does not prevent a thirsty man from drinking. The Bible believer
does not pretend to drain the ocean; he simply refuses to let a scholar tell him the water is
imaginary.

The revealed character of a mystery also places responsibility upon the hearer. Before God
reveals a truth, man cannot be judged for rejecting information God never supplied. Once
God makes it known, however, ignorance ceases to be an innocent shelter. Romans 16:26
says the mystery is “made known to all nations for the obedience of faith.” Revelation
demands faith, and faith produces obedience to the revelation given. The proper response
is not to admire the mystery as an intellectual curiosity, hang it on the wall like an exotic
religious painting, and return to a creed that contradicts it. The proper response is to bring
doctrine, preaching, worship, expectation, and conduct into agreement with what God has
disclosed. Truth is not revealed merely to decorate a sermon. It is revealed to govern belief.
A man who owns a Bible cannot honestly boast that God has kept him in the dark while he
uses the closed Book to prop up a lamp. When the cabinet is open, blindness becomes a
choice.

2. God Reveals Truth According to His Own Timetable

Deuteronomy 29:29 establishes two domains: “The secret things belong unto the LORD our
God,” while “those things which are revealed belong unto us.” The dividing line is revelation.
God’s knowledge is infinite, but human responsibility is tied to what God has made known.
Adam was responsible for the command concerning the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil. Noah was responsible for building the ark after God warned him of the coming flood.
Abraham was responsible for leaving his country and believing the promise God gave him.
Israel was responsible for the law delivered through Moses. None of those men possessed
a completed King James Bible under his arm, and none was judged as though he did. God
dealt with men according to the light and revelation given to them, while each revelation
advanced His purpose toward its appointed fulfillment. The Bible therefore records
movement without contradiction, development without correction, and increasing light
without any change in the holy character of God. Dawn does not contradict midnight; it
exposes what midnight concealed. A seed does not contradict the tree; it contains what
time will bring into view.

Daniel provides a plain example of truth preserved for a later time. After receiving
tremendous prophetic revelations, he was told, “But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words,
and seal the book, even to the time of the end” in Daniel 12:4. Again, verse 9 says, “Go thy
way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end.” Daniel heard
the words, wrote the words, and preserved the words, yet he did not possess the full



understanding of everything they described. God gave the prophecy while reserving fuller
comprehension for another generation. That does not make Daniel defective or God
deceptive. It proves that the Lord owns both the message and the calendar. Prophetic truth
is not ripened by human impatience. Men can shake the tree, publish charts, announce
dates, and declare that every headline has fulfilled Ezekiel before lunch, but green fruit
remains green fruit. God’s clock has never required a theologian to wind it. When the
appointed hour arrives, events will interpret passages that speculation could never settle.

The same principle appears in the earthly ministry of Christ. InJohn 16:12, the Lord told His
disciples, “I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.” He did not
say there were no more truths to reveal. He said the disciples were not ready to receive
them at that time. Verse 13 continues, “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he
will guide you into all truth.” After the resurrection, Luke 24:45 says, “Then opened he their
understanding, that they might understand the scriptures.” The words had been present,
but understanding required divine illumination and the occurrence of events those words
foretold. Even the men who walked beside Christ did not receive everything at once. Yet
modern religion imagines that the Bible must reveal every doctrine in Genesis 1 or else
later revelation is invalid. That is like rejecting the roof because it was not visible while the
foundation was being poured. God builds revelation in order. The impatient reader calls the
unfinished stage a contradiction because he refuses to wait for the Architect to finish the
house.

3. What Was Spoken and What Was Secret Must Remain Distinct

Acts 3:21 speaks of “the times of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the
mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began.” Romans 16:25 speaks of “the
revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began.” One program was
spoken since the world began; the other was kept secret since the world began. English
does not become difficult until theology becomes inconvenient. “Spoken” and “secret” are
not synonyms, no matter how many denominational committees gather around the
dictionary. Peter’s message in Acts 3 concerned Israel’s promised restoration, the return of
Jesus Christ, and the fulfillment of what the prophets had proclaimed. Paul’s revelation
included truths concerning the present dispensation, the one body, the equality of Jew and
Gentile in that body, the heavenly calling of the Church, and other matters not previously
made known in the same form. Both programs belong to God. Both glorify Christ. Both are
recorded in Scripture. But similarity of Author does not erase distinction of subject.

The Old Testament prophets plainly foretold Christ’s sufferings and glory, Israel’s
restoration, Gentile blessing, the judgment of the nations, and the establishment of a literal
kingdom under David’s greater Son. Isaiah saw the suffering servant of Isaiah 53 and the



reigning King of Isaiah 9. Jeremiah foretold a new covenant “with the house of Israel, and
with the house of Judah” in Jeremiah 31:31. Zechariah saw the Lord’s feet standing upon
the mount of Olives in Zechariah 14:4. These were not secret in the Pauline sense; they
were written openly in the prophetic Scriptures. Their precise timing and relationship were
often hidden from those who read them, but the subjects themselves had been revealed.
First Peter 1:10-11 says the prophets searched “what, or what manner of time the Spirit of
Christ which was in them did signify.” They possessed the prophecy while seeking its
arrangement. The Church which is Christ’s body, however, was not merely an Old
Testament prophecy waiting for someone to underline it with a red pencil. Paul declares
that the mystery “in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as itis now
revealed” in Ephesians 3:5. God did not misplace the Church between Malachi and
Matthew. He kept its distinctive calling in His own counsel until its revelation.

Confusing the prophetic program with the mystery program produces a theological junk
drawer in which Israel’s covenants, the Church’s position, the Tribulation, the kingdom, the
Rapture, and the Second Advent are thrown together until no one can find anything. Then
the man who created the confusion announces that prophecy is too mysterious to
understand. Of course it is mysterious after he has poured seven dispensations into one
bucket and stirred them with a church tradition. Right division does not deny unity in God’s
purpose; it identifies the distinctions God placed within that purpose. A physician may use
one instrument for cutting and another for sewing without contradicting himself. A builder
may distinguish the foundation from the roof without dividing the house into rival buildings.
Likewise, the Bible believer recognizes what God spoke through the prophets and what God
later revealed through Paul. The safest place in Scripture is exactly where God put you.
Doctrinal disaster begins when a man steals another people’s mail and then becomes
offended because the promises do not fit his address.

4. Progressive Revelation Never Means a Changing God

The term “progressive revelation” must never be used as a polite way of saying God
improved His theology over time. God did not begin Genesis with limited information,
reconsider His position during the monarchy, revise His notes after the captivity, and finally
arrive at a more mature outlook in Paul’s epistles. “Known unto God are all his works from
the beginning of the world,” Acts 15:18 declares. Isaiah 46:10 describes Him as “Declaring
the end from the beginning.” The progression occurs in what God reveals to man, not in
what God knows within Himself. His counsel is eternal; our reception of it unfolds in time.
God sees the entire road from the mountaintop, while men encounter it one bend at a time.
The traveler’s changing view does not indicate that the mountain moved. It indicates that
the traveler did.



This is why later revelation supplements earlier revelation without making God a liar. The
law did not expose a defect in the promises given to Abraham; it served a distinct purpose
until the promised Seed came. Galatians 3:19 asks, “Wherefore then serveth the law?” and
answers, “It was added because of transgressions, till the seed should come to whom the
promise was made.” Notice the words “added” and “till.” The law entered history for an
appointed purpose and duration. It revealed sin, governed Israel, and served as “our
schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ” according to Galatians 3:24. When Christ fulfilled the
law and inaugurated a new order, God did not admit that Sinai had been a failed
experiment. He completed the purpose for which Sinai was given. A scaffold is not a
defective building because it is removed after the structure is complete. The defect lies
with the fellow who insists on living on the scaffold after the house is ready.

Neither does progressive revelation give modern dreamers permission to invent new
doctrines and call them fresh light. Biblical revelation progressed while God was giving
Scripture through His chosen prophets and apostles. It did not continue indefinitely
through private impressions, feverish visions, bestselling trips to heaven, or messages
supposedly received while someone was brushing his teeth. Jude 3 speaks of “the faith
which was once delivered unto the saints.” The final chapter of Revelation warns against
adding to or taking away from “the words of the book of this prophecy.” God’s completed
Book contains everything necessary for faith and doctrine. The Holy Ghost illuminates
Scripture; He does not compete with it. He brings believers into understanding of what He
inspired; He does not slip revised pages under the bedroom door at three o’clock in the
morning. When a man claims new revelation that cannot be found in the Bible, he has not
discovered another key to God’s cabinet. He is trying to pick the lock with his imagination.

5. Right Division Keeps Revelation From Becoming Contradiction

Second Timothy 2:15 commands, “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” The verse does not tell
us to correct the word, apologize for the word, blur the word, or force every verse into one
doctrinal envelope. It tells us to study and rightly divide it. The Bible is entirely true, but
every command is not addressed directly to every person in every age. God told Noah to
build an ark, Abraham to offer Isaac, Israel to keep the sabbath, the twelve to preach the
kingdom, and Paul to make known the dispensation entrusted to him. All those instructions
are inspired, but a man who tries to obey every one of them simultaneously will need
lumber, a knife, a trip to Jerusalem, and a very patient family. The problem is not
contradiction in God’s words. The problem is failure to notice audience, setting, covenant,
purpose, and time.



A mystery is especially vulnerable to mishandling because men naturally try to read later
revelation backward into every earlier passage. Once a doctrine has been revealed,
shadows and patterns connected with it may be recognized in former Scripture. But a later
resemblance does not prove that the earlier saints possessed the full revelation. Eve was
taken from Adam’s side, and the relationship can beautifully picture Christ and the Church
when illuminated by Ephesians 5:30-32. Yet Adam did not stand beside his bride delivering
a lecture on Pauline ecclesiology. Joseph’s Gentile bride can furnish a type, Rebecca can
furnish a type, and the Song of Solomon can supply spiritual applications, but types are not
equivalent to the direct revelation of the one body. A shadow can outline a coming object
without explaining its composition. Men who build doctrine entirely from shadows usually
end up afraid of the light.

Right division therefore protects both unity and distinction. It allows the Old Testament to
say what it says to Israel, the Gospels to present the King and His kingdom honestly, Acts to
record a genuine transition, Paul’s epistles to reveal the doctrine of the body of Christ, and
Revelation to describe future judgment without forcing every passage into the local church.
The Bible then ceases to resemble a box of loose wires and begins to display the order God
placed within it. Apparent contradictions are frequently road signs indicating that the
reader has crossed a dispensational boundary without noticing. One passage says,
“Repent, and be baptized every one of you” in Acts 2:38; another says, “Christ sent me not
to baptize, but to preach the gospel” in 1 Corinthians 1:17. The unbelieving critic laughs,
the careless preacher blends, and the Bible student studies. A contradiction disappears
when the mailis returned to the right address.

6. Paul Was a Steward, Not the Author, of the Mystery

Paul’s unique ministry must be recognized without turning Paul into the source of the truth
he preached. He was a steward, and a steward administers property belonging to another.
First Corinthians 4:1 says, “Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and
stewards of the mysteries of God.” Ephesians 3:2 speaks of “the dispensation of the grace
of God which is given me to you-ward.” The revelation came from Jesus Christ; Paul
received it and delivered it. Galatians 1:11-12 states, “But | certify you, brethren, that the
gospel which was preached of me is not after man. For | neither received it of man, neither
was | taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.” Paul did not attend Jerusalem
Seminary, compare lecture notes with the twelve, and emerge with a slightly improved
version of their curriculum. The risen Christ taught him. Heaven chose a former persecutor
to carry truths that would humble Jew and Gentile alike. God enjoys putting treasure in
earthen vessels because it leaves religious pride with no one to applaud.



Paul’s commission explains why attacks upon his apostleship appear repeatedly in the
New Testament and continue throughout church history. Satan does not waste artillery on
an empty shed. He attacks the place where ammunition is stored. If Paul’s authority can be
discredited, then the doctrines particularly revealed through him can be weakened:
justification by faith, the believer’s identification with Christ, the one body, the heavenly
calling, eternal security, the Rapture, and the proper relationship between law and grace.
Men will quote the Sermon on the Mount, admire the Psalms, borrow Israel’s promises, and
camp in the early chapters of Acts, but when Romans through Philemon begin drawing
doctrinal lines, suddenly Paul is accused of being difficult, divisive, or merely expressing
his personal opinion. The same crowd that treats every red letter as thunder treats Paul’s
inspired letters as pencil notes in the margin. But the Holy Ghost placed those epistles in
the Bible. Rejecting the steward’s message is contempt for the Master who entrusted it.

Paul’s stewardship also reveals the character of divine grace. The man entrusted with “the
unsearchable riches of Christ” had once made havoc of the church. He breathed out
threatenings and slaughter, consented unto Stephen’s death, and attempted to compel
believers to blaspheme. If religious promotion operated by human merit, Paul’s application
would have been dropped into the shredder. But grace does not consult a sinner’s résumé
before saving him, and God does not require a spotless past before demonstrating His
transforming power. Paul wrote that he obtained mercy so that in him first Jesus Christ
might shew forth “all longsuffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on
him to life everlasting” in 1 Timothy 1:16. The persecutor became the preacher; the jailer
became the steward of liberty; the man who carried letters authorizing arrests became the
man who carried inspired letters to the churches. Grace does not merely clean the vessel.
It fills the vessel with treasure and sends it back through the neighborhood where
everybody remembers the dirt.

7. God Revealed His Mysteries to Produce Faith, Not Religious Elitism

The revelation of biblical mysteries leaves no room for an initiated religious aristocracy.
Paul says the mystery was made known “to all nations for the obedience of faith.”
Colossians 1:28 describes the apostolic aim: “Whom we preach, warning every man, and
teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.”
The repeated expression is “every man,” not every cleric, every initiate, every seminary
graduate, or every approved member of an ecclesiastical lodge. Christianity has teachers,
pastors, evangelists, and elders, but none possesses a private doorway into truth that
ordinary believers are forbidden to enter. A pastor is supposed to feed the flock, not
convince the sheep that grass can only be digested by an expert. The Bereans were called

“more noble” because they “searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so”



in Acts 17:11. They did not surrender their Bibles at the church door and hope the man
behind the pulpit had checked his sources.

Counterfeit mystery systems operate in the opposite manner. Babylon hides error behind
ceremony, rank, spectacle, and controlled access. The initiate is promised deeper
knowledge if he climbs another degree, performs another rite, purchases another course,
or swears another oath. Truth is kept just beyond reach because the system survives by
making its followers permanently dependent. God’s method is revelation; Babylon’s
method is manipulation. God says, “Search the scriptures.” Babylon says, “Trust the
experts.” God places the words in an open Book. Babylon places the explanationin a
locked cabinet and hangs the key from a priest’s belt. The Lord’s mysteries magnify Christ
and humble man; counterfeit mysteries magnify the initiate and hide Christ behind
religious furniture. When a system requires darkness to preserve its authority, the darkness
is not sacred. Itis evidence.

Yet access to revealed truth must never produce arrogance in the Bible believer. First
Corinthians 8:1 warns, “Knowledge puffeth up, but charity edifieth.” Understanding a
mystery does not make a man spiritually superior; it makes him accountable. If God has
shown us truth, we are stewards of it, not owners of it. We must preach it plainly, defend it
faithfully, and live consistently with it. A man who can outline every dispensation but
cannot control his tongue has learned how to label the cabinet without using what is
inside. A preacher who can distinguish Israel from the Church but treats people like
furniture has divided the Book more carefully than he has divided his own pride from his
heart. Sound doctrine is not a decorative sword hung over the fireplace. It is a weapon to be
carried, handled, and used. God did not reveal His mysteries so Christians could win
religious trivia contests. He revealed them so faith would stand upon truth, hope would rest
upon His promises, and obedience would follow the light He gave.

Conclusion

The mysteries of the New Testament begin with a revealing God. Before discussing the
kingdom, Israel’s blindness, the body of Christ, Christ dwelling in believers, the Rapture,
the mystery of iniquity, or the mystery of godliness, we must settle the authority and order
of revelation itself. God possesses secret things, and man has no claim upon them until
God makes them known. When He reveals them, however, they cease to be legitimate
territory for superstition, priestcraft, speculation, and unbelief. Romans 16:25-26 moves
unmistakably from “kept secret” to “made manifest.” Colossians 1:26 moves from “hid” to
“now...made manifest.” Ephesians 3 moves from “not made known” to “now revealed.” The
movement is always from God’s concealment to God’s disclosure. Man does not climb into
heaven and steal the secret. God brings the truth down and places it in words. Revelation is



not humanity finding God’s hidden staircase. It is God opening the door no human hand
could locate.

That truth should put an end to two equal and opposite follies. The first is the pride of the
rationalist who assumes that nothing can be true unless his natural mind could have
discovered it unaided. The second is the pride of the mystic who assumes that his private
experience gives him access to truths beyond the written word. One worships the human
brain; the other worships the human imagination. Both place man in the judge’s chair and
make God wait beside the witness stand. The Bible believer rejects both pretensions. He
does not demand that revelation submit to reason, though true revelation will never be
irrational; and he does not permit experience to add to Scripture, though genuine Christian
experience will agree with Scripture. He receives what God has spoken, where God has
spoken it, to whom God addressed it, and in the order God revealed it. Faith is not a leap
into darkness. It is planting both feet on words spoken by the God who cannot lie.

The cabinet has been opened. The key is revelation, the contents are preserved in
Scripture, and the responsibility now rests upon us. The seven mysteries ahead are not
decorative curiosities for the doctrinal collector. They explain the course of the kingdom
during the King’s absence, the temporary blindness and future restoration of Israel, the
formation of Christ’s body, the indwelling Christ, the catching away of the saints, the secret
working of iniquity, and the incarnation of God manifest in the flesh. Together they reveal an
ordered purpose moving through history beneath the noise of empires, churches, wars,
councils, apostasy, and human boasting. The world sees confusion because it refuses the
Book that supplies the map. Religion manufactures fog because clear truth threatens every
tollbooth erected between God and the sinner. But the word of God remains open, the Holy
Ghost still teaches through what He inspired, and the command still stands: “Study to
shew thyself approved unto God.” God did not lose the key, heaven did not misplace the
blueprint, and the Bible did not forget what it was talking about. The only question is
whether we will believe what God finally chose to reveal.

2 of 10 - The Mysteries Revealed in the New Testament - The Prisoner Who Carried
Heaven’s Classified Papers

Key Passage: Ephesians 3:1-9

“For this cause | Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, If ye have heard of the
dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward: How that by revelation he
made known unto me the mystery; (as | wrote afore in few words, Whereby, when ye read,



ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) Which in other ages was not
made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and
prophets by the Spirit; That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and
partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel: Whereof | was made a minister, according
to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of his power. Unto me,
who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that | should preach among the
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; And to make all men see what is the fellowship
of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all
things by Jesus Christ.”

Introduction

The man carrying heaven’s classified papers did not receive them in Jerusalem from the
twelve apostles, in Athens from the philosophers, in Alexandria from the scholars, orin
Rome from the politicians. Paul received his message directly from the risen Jesus Christ.
Galatians 1:11-12 says, “But | certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of
me is not after man. For | neither received it of man, neither was | taught it, but by the
revelation of Jesus Christ.” Those words are plain enough to understand unless a religious
system has already issued orders that they must not be understood. Paul did not invent his
gospelduring a long camel ride through Arabia. He did not borrow Jewish theology, sprinkle
it with Greek terminology, mix in a few pagan mystery rites, and present the resulting stew
as Christianity. The message came down from heaven because the natural mind could
never have climbed high enough to discover it. The same man who once carried official
papers authorizing the arrest of Christians was stopped by Jesus Christ and entrusted with
inspired letters that would establish churches for nearly two thousand years. The
persecutor who intended to bind believers became a prisoner whose writings liberated
believers from religious bondage. That is the kind of reversal only divine grace can arrange.
Man rehabilitates a criminal and gives him a certificate; God saves a persecutor and gives
him a dispensation.

Paulintroduces himself in Ephesians 3:1 as “the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles.”
He was physically imprisoned under Roman authority, yet he did not call himself Caesar’s
prisoner. Rome possessed the cell, but Christ possessed the prisoner. Roman soldiers
could fasten iron around Paul’s wrists, restrict his movements, and stand guard outside his
door, but they could not place shackles upon the revelation God had entrusted to him. Paul
told Timothy in 2 Timothy 2:9, “Wherein | suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even unto bonds;
but the word of God is not bound.” There is one of history’s greatest distinctions: the
apostle was bound, but the Book was not. Rome could control the distance Paul walked; it
could not control the distance his words traveled. The empire that imprisoned him



eventually collapsed into ruins, while the letters he wrote from confinement crossed
oceans, toppled idols, established churches, comforted saints, exposed heretics, and
explained doctrines that religious systems are still trying unsuccessfully to bury. A jail cell
becomes a poor weapon when the prisoner inside it has access to the throne of God. Paul’s
chains did not cancel his commission. They turned his imprisonment into a pulpit and his
suffering into the inkstand from which some of the Church’s richest truth would flow.

The neglect of Paul’s unique stewardship is not a harmless disagreement among scholars
who need another afternoon conference. It is the source of enormous doctrinal confusion
concerning salvation, sanctification, Israel, the Church, the law, the kingdom, the
Tribulation, the Rapture, spiritual gifts, ordinances, and the believer’s heavenly calling.
When men refuse to recognize what God gave through Paul, they begin rummaging through
every other portion of Scripture for their marching orders. They drag Israel’s sabbath into
the body of Christ, Israel’s signs into the local church, Israel’s water ceremonies into the
gospel of grace, Israel’s earthly kingdom into the Church’s heavenly calling, and Israel’s
Tribulation into the believer’s blessed hope. Then, after constructing a theological junkyard
from misplaced passages, they blame the Bible for being confusing. The Bible is not
confused. The reader ignored the steward appointed to explain the present dispensation.
Paul does not replace Christ, compete with Christ, or correct Christ. Paul was chosen by
the risen Christ to reveal what Christ had previously kept hidden. If a king sends an
ambassador with sealed instructions, honoring the instructions does not dishonor the king.
The man who rejects the ambassador because he claims loyalty to the throne is not loyal,;
he is merely rebellious in ceremonial clothing.

1. The Persecutor Was Arrested by the One He Persecuted

Before Paul became the apostle to the Gentiles, he was Saul of Tarsus, a zealous Pharisee
armed with education, authority, pedigree, and enough religion to make him dangerous.
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Philippians 3 records his natural credentials: “circumcised the eighth day,” “of the stock of
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Israel,” “of the tribe of Benjamin,” “an Hebrew of the Hebrews,” and “as touching the law, a
Pharisee.” Concerning zeal, he persecuted the Church; concerning the righteousness in the
law, he was “blameless.” If salvation could have been earned by heritage, discipline,
sincerity, religious education, and energetic opposition to people one considered heretics,
Saulwould have reached heaven riding at the front of the parade. Yet all his credentials
placed him on the road to Damascus with warrants in his hand and murder in his heart.
Acts 9:1 says he was “yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of
the Lord.” Religion had polished his manners without changing his nature. It had furnished
his mind without cleansing his heart. A man can know Hebrew, quote Moses, memorize

tradition, defend orthodoxy, and still be on his way to imprison the people who belong to



the God he claims to serve. Religious zeal is only a sharper knife when the hand holding it is
unsaved.

On the Damascus road, Saul did not gradually reason his way into Christianity after a
season of personal reflection. A light from heaven knocked him to the ground, and the
glorified Christ confronted him with the words, “Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?”
When Saul asked, “Who art thou, Lord?” the answer came, “l am Jesus whom thou
persecutest: itis hard for thee to kick against the pricks.” The risen Lord did not
congratulate Saul for sincerity or commend his commitment to religious tradition. He
identified Saul’s campaign for what it was: persecution of Jesus Christ Himself. Saul had
been striking at believers on earth while the Head in heaven felt every blow. That single
encounter shattered the Pharisee’s self-righteous world. The Jesus whom Saul considered
a dead impostor was alive, glorified, speaking from heaven, and personally aware of every
believer Saul had harmed. Saul entered Damascus blind because the brightest religious
mind in Israel needed to learn that natural sight is darkness when it rejects Christ. God
turned out the lights in Saul’s eyes so the light could finally enter his soul.

The conversion of Saul also demonstrated the character of the commission he would
receive. Acts 9:15 records the Lord’s words to Ananias: “Go thy way: for he is a chosen
vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel.”
The order is striking. Gentiles appear first in a commission given to a Hebrew of the
Hebrews. Saul had been chosen, not because his past qualified him, but because grace
intended to display what mercy could do with a ruined religious man. In Acts 26:16, Christ
told him, “Rise, and stand upon thy feet: for | have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to
make thee a minister and a witness.” Paul’s apostleship began with Christ’s choice, Christ’s
appearance, Christ’s command, and Christ’s purpose. No committee nominated him, no
denomination licensed him, and no earthly apostle placed the original call upon his life.
The Lord who saved him appointed him. The greatest enemy on the road became the
chosen vessel in the hand of God. Grace did not merely stop Saul from persecuting the
Church; it turned the persecutor into the preacher and made the hunter carry food to the
flock he had intended to scatter.

2. Paul’s Gospel Came by Revelation, Not Religious Education

Paul’s education under Gamaliel was real, thorough, and respected, but it did not produce
the gospel he preached. Acts 22:3 records that he was “brought up in this city at the feet of
Gamaliel, and taught according to the perfect manner of the law of the fathers.” He knew
the law, the traditions, the arguments, and the expectations of first-century Judaism. Yet
Galatians 1:14 says he had “profited in the Jews’ religion above many” of his equals while
being “more exceedingly zealous of the traditions” of his fathers. His advancementin



religion coincided with his advancement in opposition to Christ. Education increased his
speed while he traveled in the wrong direction. A well-trained rebel is still a rebel; he simply
knows how to decline the word in Greek. Paul’s testimony is not an attack upon genuine
learning. It is an exposure of learning divorced from revelation. Human education can teach
a man what other men have said about God, but it cannot reveal a mystery God has not
disclosed. A ladder made from diplomas will not reach a secret hidden in heaven.

Galatians 1:15-17 states that when it pleased God to reveal His Son in Paul, he “conferred
not with flesh and blood,” neither did he go immediately to Jerusalem to those who were
apostles before him. Instead, he went into Arabia and afterward returned to Damascus.
Three years passed before he went to Jerusalem to see Peter, and even then he remained
with him only fifteen days. Paul is not insulting Peter or denying the authority of the twelve.
He is establishing the divine independence of the revelation entrusted to him. His gospel
was not a secondhand report carried north from Jerusalem. He did not sit at Peter’s feet
and take notes on the Great Commission until he had accumulated enough material to
launch a Gentile branch office. The risen Christ taught Paul. That fact matters because the
message entrusted to Paul contained truths that the earthly ministry of the twelve had not
previously set forth. If Paul merely repeated Peter’s message, the elaborate defense of his
independent revelation becomes meaningless. God does not waste inspired ink proving
distinctions that theologians are free to erase.

Paul later went to Jerusalem “by revelation” and communicated the gospel he preached
among the Gentiles, as Galatians 2:2 explains. The apostles recognized “the gospel of the
uncircumcision” committed unto Paul as the gospel of the circumcision was unto Peter,
and Galatians 2:9 says James, Cephas, and John gave Paul and Barnabas “the right hands
of fellowship.” That was recognition, not ordination; fellowship, not authorship; agreement,
not absorption. The twelve did not create Paul’s ministry, and Paul did not overthrow theirs.
God assigned distinct spheres of service within one divine purpose. Religious tradition
hates that arrangement because it prefers an apostolic boardroom where every
commission, audience, promise, and doctrinal emphasis can be blended into a single
approved statement. But the Holy Ghost left the seams visible. Peter had an apostleship
connected especially with the circumcision; Paul had an apostleship directed especially
toward the Gentiles. The truth does not become divided merely because the laborers
received different assignments. Acommander can deploy one regiment east and another
west without starting a civil war.

3. A Steward Administers What Belongs to Another

Paul described himself in 1 Corinthians 4:1 as a “minister of Christ” and one of the
“stewards of the mysteries of God.” A steward manages property entrusted to him by its



rightful owner. He does not create the estate, write himself into the title, or move the
boundary markers because he prefers a larger garden. His responsibility is faithfulness.
First Corinthians 4:2 says, “Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found
faithful.” Paul never presented the mysteries as products of his own genius. He repeatedly
emphasized that they came from God by revelation. He was a servant carrying the King’s
papers, not an author submitting his private manuscript for religious review. This is why
expressions such as “my gospel” in Romans 2:16 and 16:25 do not mean Paul invented a
gospel belonging to himself. The phrase identifies the gospel particularly entrusted to his
stewardship and preached according to the revelation he received. A postal carrier may
call something “my route” without claiming ownership of every house on the street.

Ephesians 3:2 calls this stewardship “the dispensation of the grace of God which is given
me to you-ward.” A dispensation is an administration, a stewardship, a particular
arrangement under which God dispenses truth and responsibility. Paul says this
dispensation was given to him for others. The revelation moved from Christ to Paul and
from Paul to those for whom he was appointed minister. Ephesians 3:7 says, “Whereof |
was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the
effectual working of his power.” Paul did not volunteer for the position after completing a
spiritual gifts inventory. He was made a minister. Grace chose him, power equipped him,
revelation instructed him, and suffering marked the road on which he carried the message.
The office was not a throne from which Paul could collect admiration. It was a stewardship
for which he would give account. Men see prominence and imagine privilege; God sees
stewardship and demands faithfulhess.

The stewardship principle also explains Paul’s refusal to tamper with the message. In
Galatians 1:8, he declares, “But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other
gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.” Paul
places even himself beneath the authority of the gospel entrusted to him. If he later
preached another message, the name “Paul” would not protect him. If an angel descended
wrapped in light, carrying impressive credentials and speaking with enough majesty to
frighten every committee in town, the angel’s message would still be judged by what had
already been revealed. Truth does not change when a more spectacular messenger enters
the room. A steward is faithful precisely because he delivers the Owner’s words without
revision. The preacher who softens those words to preserve his audience has traded
stewardship for salesmanship. God did not call His ministers to improve the menu. He
called them to serve what came from the King’s table.

4. Peter Proclaimed What the Prophets Had Spoken



Peter’s ministry in the opening chapters of Acts stands upon the prophetic promises made
to Israel. In Acts 3:19-21, he told the men of Israel to repent so that God would send Jesus
Christ, “Whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things, which
God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began.” Peter did not
announce a kingdom program that had been hidden from every previous generation. He
proclaimed the fulfillment of promises spoken through Israel’s prophets. Moses had
written of a coming Prophet. David had written of the King and His throne. Isaiah had
described the suffering servant and the reigning Messiah. Jeremiah had foretold Israel’s
new covenant. Daniel had seen the kingdom that would break the kingdoms of this world
and stand for ever. Peter’s message flowed through channels already cut into the
landscape of Old Testament prophecy.

Peter also addressed a national audience with national responsibility. In Acts 2:22, he said,
“Ye men of Israel, hear these words.” In Acts 3:12, he addressed “Ye men of Israel” again.
Acts 3:25 declares, “Ye are the children of the prophets, and of the covenant which God
made with our fathers.” These expressions cannot be transferred carelessly to a Gentile
congregation in the present age merely because they occur after Matthew. The men
standing before Peter were covenant descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. They
belonged to the nation whose rulers had rejected and crucified their Messiah. Peter called
that nation to repentance in view of prophetic restoration. The setting, audience, signs,
temple, apostolic authority, and kingdom expectation all belong to the passage. Areader
must ignore nearly every noun in the chapter to make it a doctrinal handbook for a Gentile
church service. Yet some men manage it, then accuse dispensationalists of ignoring
context.

Recognizing Peter’s prophetic ministry does not belittle Peter. Peter was an inspired
apostle, a chosen witness of Christ’s resurrection, and a powerful preacher used by God.
The mistake lies in forcing Peter to preach truths God had not yet commissioned Paul to
reveal fully. Peter himself later acknowledged the distinctive wisdom given to Paul. Second
Peter 3:15 says, “Even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto
him hath written unto you.” Verse 16 refers to Paul’s epistles and places them among “the
other scriptures.” Peter did not accuse Paul of creating a rival religion. He recognized that
wisdom had been given to him. He also warned that unlearned and unstable people
wrested Paul’s writings “unto their own destruction.” Paul’s epistles were difficult for some
people in the first century, and they remain difficult for anyone determined to make Peter
and Paul say the same thing in the same setting to the same audience. The difficulty is not
in either apostle. It is in the doctrinal blender.

5. Paul Revealed What Had Been Kept Secret



Romans 16:25 states that Paul’s preaching included “the revelation of the mystery, which
was kept secret since the world began.” That phrase must be placed beside Acts 3:21,
where Peter proclaimed what God had “spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since
the world began.” Spoken since the world began and kept secret since the world began
cannot describe the same body of revealed information in the same sense. A thing publicly
spoken is not simultaneously kept secret. Theological tradition may place both expressions
into a sack and shake them until the labels fall off, but the Holy Ghost chose opposite
language for a reason. Peter stood in the stream of prophecy concerning Israel, her
Messiah, her repentance, and her promised restoration. Paul was entrusted with revelation
concerning a mystery program hidden in God and now made manifest. Both messages
centered upon Jesus Christ, but they revealed different aspects of God’s purpose.

Ephesians 3 describes a central feature of this mystery: believing Jews and Gentiles made
“fellowheirs, and of the same body” by the gospel. The Old Testament foretold Gentiles
receiving blessing through Israel and coming to the light of Israel’s rising glory. Isaiah 60:3
says, “And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising.”
That is glorious prophecy, but it is not the same as the creation of one new spiritual body in
which saved Jews and Gentiles possess equal standing under a heavenly Head. In the
prophetic kingdom, Israelrises and Gentiles are blessed through that restored nation. In
the mystery body, the middle wall of partition is broken down, and both are reconciled unto
God “in one body by the cross,” according to Ephesians 2:16. The mystery does not fulfill
Israel’s national promises by stealing them. It reveals a new creation that had not been
disclosed in previous ages. Replacement theology is what happens when Gentiles discover
Israel’s mail, erase the name on the envelope, and congratulate themselves on their
spiritualinsight.

Colossians 1:25-27 confirms that Paul was made a minister “to fulfil the word of God; Even
the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made
manifest to his saints.” The riches of that mystery among the Gentiles are summarized in
the tremendous expression, “Christ in you, the hope of glory.” Paul’s revelation opened
truths concerning the believer’s spiritual union with Christ, membership in His body,
heavenly position, complete standing, and future glorification. These doctrines are not
religious ornaments placed around the gospel. They define what God is doing in the
present dispensation. A believer is not merely a Gentile standing at Israel’s gate begging for
crumbs. He is a member of Christ’s body, accepted in the beloved, seated in heavenly
places in Christ Jesus, sealed with the Holy Spirit, and blessed with all spiritual blessings in
heavenly places. Religion keeps trying to push the saved man back into the servants’
quarters because it has never understood the will read by the apostle.



6. Paul and the Twelve Were Distinct Without Being Enemies

The distinction between Paul and the twelve does not require hostility between them. The
Bible records disagreements, corrections, and differences in ministry, but it does not
present two competing Saviours or two rival Gods. Paul said in 1 Corinthians 15:11, after
discussing the resurrection appearances and apostolic withess, “Therefore whether it were
| or they, so we preach, and so ye believed.” Paul and the twelve proclaimed the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ as historical realities. They agreed that salvation was found in
Christ and that God had raised Him from the dead. Distinction does not mean total
disconnection. Two witnesses may describe different aspects of the same event without
becoming enemies, and two servants may receive different assignments from the same
Master without establishing rival kingdoms. The failure to understand distinction usually
comes from men who imagine unity requires uniformity.

Nevertheless, Galatians 2 records a genuine division of apostolic labor. Verse 7 says “the
gospel of the uncircumcision was committed unto me, as the gospel of the circumcision
was unto Peter.” Verse 8 speaks of Peter’s apostleship “of the circumcision” and Paul’s
apostleship “unto the Gentiles.” Verse 9 records the agreement that Paul and Barnabas
“should go unto the heathen,” while James, Cephas, and John went “unto the
circumcision.” Those statements mean something. God was not padding the paragraph.
Different audiences, historical conditions, and revealed responsibilities shaped the
ministries involved. The twelve had followed Christ during His earthly ministry and were
promised thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel. Paul saw the risen, glorified Christ and
was commissioned particularly toward the Gentiles. Peter’s ministry looked toward Israel’s
promised earthly restoration; Paul emphasized the Church’s position in heavenly places. A
Bible believer can honor both apostles without forcing either man into the other’s office.

The incident at Antioch in Galatians 2 proves that recognizing Paul’s authority does not
diminish inspiration or Christian fellowship. When Peter withdrew from eating with Gentile
believers because certain men came from James, Paul “withstood him to the face, because
he was to be blamed.” Peter’s conduct contradicted the truth of the gospel as it operated
among Jew and Gentile in the body. Paul did not correct Peter’s inspired writings; he
corrected Peter’s inconsistent behavior. Even Barnabas was carried away with the
dissimulation. Here was the apostle of the circumcision behaving according to pressures
associated with the old separation, while Paul defended the revealed equality of believers
in Christ. The episode displays the practical necessity of the Pauline stewardship. Without
its clear light, old religious walls rise quickly. Tradition can rebuild in an afternoon what the
cross tore down at infinite cost.

7. Rome Bound the Messenger but Could Not Confiscate the Message



Paul’s imprisonment appears to human eyes as an interruption, a defeat, or the
unfortunate ending of a once-active ministry. Heaven viewed it differently. From
confinement came Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon—letters filled with
some of the highest truth concerning Christ and His Church. Ephesians presents the
believer seated in heavenly places, the one body, the mystery, the new man, the spiritual
warfare of the saints, and the relationship between Christ and His Church. Philippians
presents Christ’s humiliation, the fellowship of His sufferings, the believer’s heavenly
conversation, and contentment under every circumstance. Colossians exalts the
preeminence and sufficiency of Christ while warning against philosophy, legalism,
ritualism, angel worship, and religious ordinances. Philemon turns a runaway servantinto a
living picture of grace, imputation, reconciliation, and Christian brotherhood. Rome
thought it had restricted Paul’s ministry. Instead, it gave him a quiet office and government-
provided security while he wrote to the ages.

Paul’s chains authenticated his stewardship because they proved he did not preach for
comfort, applause, or career advancement. Ephesians 6:19-20 records his request for
prayer “that | may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel, For
which | am an ambassador in bonds.” An ambassador usually carries the dignity and
protection of the government he represents. Paul carried heaven’s authority while wearing
Rome’s chains. The contrast was almost humorous. Caesar’s empire saw an aging Jewish
prisoner; heaven saw an ambassador representing the highest throne in existence. Paul did
not ask the Ephesians primarily to pray that the prison door would open. He asked them to
pray that his mouth would open boldly. A lesser man would have spent the letter discussing
the mattress, the food, the guards, and the legal system. Paul discussed the mystery. When
a man knows who owns him, his circumstances lose the right to define him.

The word traveled beyond every boundary imposed upon the apostle. Philippians 1:12-13
says Paul’s circumstances had “fallen out rather unto the furtherance of the gospel,” so
that his bonds in Christ became manifest “in all the palace, and in all other places.” Guards
assigned to watch Paul were placed within preaching distance of him. Prison personnel
who thought they were observing a criminal found themselves stationed beside an
ambassador. Other believers grew confident through his bonds and became bolder to
speak the word without fear. The devil’s attempt to reduce the preaching multiplied it. That
is one of God’s favorite ways of embarrassing hell: He turns obstacles into platforms and
locks His messenger in a place where the enemy cannot avoid hearing him. Paul’s body
occupied a Roman cell, but his doctrine walked through the palace gates without showing
identification.

8. Neglecting Paul’s Stewardship Produces Doctrinal Wreckage



When Paul’s stewardship is ignored, salvation itself is soon clouded by conditions drawn
from other settings. Instead of resting in the finished work of Christ, men mix faith with law,
grace with merit, the cross with water, and the new birth with religious endurance. Paul
states the gospel plainly in 1 Corinthians 15:3-4: “Christ died for our sins according to the
scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the
scriptures.” Ephesians 2:8-9 declares, “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not
of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.” Romans 4:5
says, “But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith
is counted for righteousness.” Religion reads those verses and immediately begins
searching for a bucket, a calendar, a dietary list, or a committee vote to help grace finish
the job. The flesh cannot bear a salvation in which it receives no credit.

Neglecting Paul also confuses Israel and the Church. Romans 9-11 preserves Israel’s
national identity and future, while Ephesians and Colossians explain the distinct calling of
the body of Christ. When those revelations are ignored, the Church steals Israel’s
covenants and then spiritualizes every promise that will not fit in the getaway car.
Jerusalem becomes the Church, Zion becomes a denomination, David’s throne becomes a
pulpit chair, the thousand-year kingdom becomes an undefined spiritual influence, and
Israel’s future restoration disappears beneath layers of Gentile conceit. Paul warned
directly against such boasting in Romans 11:25: “For | would not, brethren, that ye should
be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits.” Replacement
theology is not advanced spirituality. It is Gentile arrogance wearing an Old Testament robe
it stole from Israel’s closet.

Prophecy becomes equally mangled when the mystery of the Rapture is blended with
Israel’s Tribulation and Christ’s visible return. Paul announces in 1 Corinthians 15:51,
“Behold, | shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed.” First
Thessalonians 4 describes the Lord descending, the dead in Christrising, and living
believers being caught up to meet Him in the air. This heavenly gathering must be
distinguished from passages describing Christ returning to earth in judgment to establish
His kingdom. Without Pauline doctrine, men place the Church under Israel’s prophetic
signs, send the bride through the time of Jacob’s trouble, and teach believers to watch for
the beast rather than wait for the Son. They trade the blessed hope for a survival manual
and call the exchange maturity. The Church did not receive an appointment with the
Antichrist. She is waiting for her Head.

9. The Pauline Epistles Establish the Believer’s Heavenly Calling

Paul’s revelation does more than rescue believers from doctrinal confusion; it establishes
them in their position before God. Romans 16:25 begins, “Now to him that is of power to



stablish you according to my gospel.” God desires believers to be established, not tossed
about by every doctrinal salesman carrying a new chart and a nervous expression. Romans
explains justification, identification with Christ, deliverance from the dominion of sin, life in
the Spirit, Israel’s place in God’s program, and practical Christian service. First and Second
Corinthians correct disorder within the local assembly. Galatians defends grace against
legalism. Ephesians reveals the believer’s position in Christ. Philippians directs the
believer’s walk. Colossians exalts the sufficiency of Christ. The pastoral epistles establish
order, leadership, doctrine, and endurance in the local church. This is not accidental
arrangement. God gave the body of Christ the doctrinal furniture required for its earthly
pilgrimage.

The believer’s calling revealed through Paul is fundamentally heavenly. Ephesians 1:3 says
God “hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ.” Ephesians
2:6 says He “hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in
Christ Jesus.” Philippians 3:20 declares, “For our conversation is in heaven; from whence
also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.” Israel was promised a land, a throne, a
kingdom, earthly prosperity, national restoration, and supremacy among the nations under
Messiah. The Church is joined to a heavenly Head and awaits transformation into His
likeness. Confusing those callings robs Israel of what God promised her and robs the
Church of what God has already given it in Christ. A man with a mansion in heaven need
not steal another man’s farm on earth.

This heavenly position is also the foundation of Christian conduct. Paul does not tell
believers to behave properly in order to earn acceptance; he tells them to walk worthy
because they are already accepted in the beloved. Doctrine establishes position, and
position governs practice. Romans presents what God has done before calling the believer
to present his body a living sacrifice. Ephesians spends three chapters explaining the
believer’s wealth in Christ before spending three chapters explaining his walk and warfare.
Colossians declares, “For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God,” before
commanding the believer to mortify earthly members. Grace does not remove holy living; it
gives holy living the only foundation that will stand. Religion tells a dead man to improve his
posture. Paul tells him he has died with Christ, risen with Christ, and must now walk in the
life he received from Christ.

10. The Steward’s Final Demand Was Faithfulness

Near the end of his life, Paul did not speak like a defeated prisoner whose ministry had
been swallowed by Rome. Second Timothy 4:6-7 says, “For | am now ready to be offered,
and the time of my departure is at hand. | have fought a good fight, | have finished my
course, | have kept the faith.” Paul measured success by faithfulness, not by comfort,



popularity, property, or institutional applause. He had been beaten, stoned, shipwrecked,
betrayed, opposed, imprisoned, and abandoned. Yet the course had been finished and the
faith had been kept. The world could count his scars and call him unsuccessful. Heaven
counted his faithfulness and prepared a crown. Earthly religion builds monuments to men
it would have refused to support while they were alive.

Paul warned Timothy that a time would come when men “will not endure sound doctrine,”
but would heap to themselves teachers “having itching ears.” He also reported, “This thou
knowest, that all they which are in Asia be turned away from me.” The widespread rejection
of Paul’s ministry began during Paul’s own lifetime. That fact explains much of subsequent
church history. Men did not have to burn every Pauline epistle; they merely had to neglect
the distinctions contained in them. Legalism returned, sacramental religion expanded,
priesthoods reappeared, Israel’s promises were confiscated, and the simplicity of grace
was buried beneath ceremony. The apostle’s chains disappeared, but religion began
forging new chains for the people he had taught to stand fastin liberty. Every age discovers
fresh metal from which to manufacture the same old bondage.

The remedy is not to worship Paul, form a personality cult around him, or use
dispensational truth as an excuse to ignore the rest of Scripture. The remedy is to recognize
the stewardship Christ gave him and allow his inspired epistles to perform the work for
which God preserved them. Paul said in 1 Corinthians 11:1, “Be ye followers of me, even as
| also am of Christ.” The qualification is plain: Paul is followed as he follows Christ. His
authority is derived, his revelation is received, and his ministry points beyond himself to the
Lord who saved and commissioned him. The proper attitude is neither “Paul instead of
Christ” nor “Christ without Paul.” The risen Christ chose Paul as His appointed steward.
Refusing the steward while pretending to honor the Master is rebellion with a hymnbook
under its arm.

Conclusion

Paul was the prisoner who carried heaven’s classified papers, but the papers were not
classified forever. God revealed them, Paul wrote them, the Holy Ghost preserved them,
and believers are responsible for reading and understanding them. Ephesians 3:4 says,
“Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ.” God
did not place the Pauline revelation behind the locked doors of a religious elite. He placed
itininspired Scripture and invited believers to read. The truths once hidden in God now
stand printed on the page: the one body, the equality of Jew and Gentile in Christ, the
believer’s heavenly position, Christ dwelling in His saints, salvation by grace apart from
works, and the coming transformation of the Church. What was secret has been made
manifest. The cabinet is open, and ignorance now requires effort.



Paul’s chains remain one of history’s great divine jokes at the expense of earthly power.
Rome believed it had silenced an agitator; God used the confinement to produce letters
that would outlive the empire. Caesar’s decrees became archaeological exhibits, but Paul’s
prison epistles still establish churches and instruct saints. The Roman guard changed
shifts; the word of God remained on duty. Paul stood before rulers who possessed
temporary authority over his body, while carrying revelation from the One before whom
every ruler will eventually kneel. Men look at iron bars and assume the man behind them
has lost. Heaven looks at the message passing through those bars and knows the jailer has
merely become part of the mailing system. A chain on the servant’s wrist cannot put a
chain around the truth in his mouth.

The great question is therefore not whether Paul deserves admiration, but whether the
stewardship entrusted to him will be believed. Neglect it, and Israel and the Church blur
together, law and grace become a religious cocktail, prophecy collapses into confusion,
the Rapture disappears into the Tribulation, and the believer’s heavenly calling is
exchanged for borrowed promises. Receive it, and the Bible begins to stand in its God-given
order. Peter can preach what the prophets spoke, Paul can reveal what God had kept
secret, Israel can retain her promises, the Church can possess her heavenly blessings, and
Jesus Christ remains the center and glory of it all. Rome could imprison Paul, but Rome
could not confiscate the message. Religious tradition has spent centuries trying to
accomplish what Rome failed to do. The epistles remain open, the mystery remains
revealed, and the prisoner still speaks.

3 of 10 - The Mysteries Revealed in the New Testament - The Kingdom Went
Underground While the King Was Away

Key Passage: Matthew 13:10-17

“And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why speakest thou unto them in parables? He
answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the
kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given. For whosoever hath, to him shall be given,
and he shall have more abundance: but whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away
even that he hath. Therefore speak | to them in parables: because they seeing see not; and
hearing they hear not, neither do they understand. And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of
Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall
see, and shall not perceive: For this people’s heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of
hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes



and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted,
and | should heal them. But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear.
For verily | say unto you, That many prophets and righteous men have desired to see those
things which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear those things which ye hear, and
have not heard them.”

Introduction

The King came exactly as the prophets said He would come, to the nation God had chosen,
presenting the kingdom God had promised. John the Baptist preached, “Repent ye: for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Jesus Christ began His public ministry with the same
announcement in Matthew 4:17. The twelve were sent to “the lost sheep of the house of
Israel” and commanded, “And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
The message was not that Israel should forget Abraham, abandon David, spiritualize
Jerusalem, and join a Gentile religious organization headquartered in Rome. The kingdom
promised in the Old Testament was literal, earthly, visible, political, righteous, and
centered upon the throne of David under David’s greater Son. Isaiah 9:7 declared that
Christ would sit “upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom.” Jeremiah 23:5 foretold a
righteous Branch who would “reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in
the earth.” Zechariah 14:9 announced, “And the LORD shall be king over all the earth.”
Those prophets did not need a seminary professor to explain that “earth” secretly meant an
invisible feeling in somebody’s heart. God promised a King on a throne governing an actual
earth, and every attempt to dissolve that promise into religious mist is an attack upon the
integrity of the One who made it.

Israel’s rulers rejected the King. By Matthew 12, their opposition had hardened until the
Pharisees attributed Christ’s miracles to Beelzebub, the prince of devils. The Holy Ghost
stood before them in the works of the Son of God, and those religious experts examined the
evidence, adjusted their robes, cleared their throats, and called the power of God satanic.
That is what advanced religious education can accomplish when the heart is rotten.
Matthew 12:14 says, “Then the Pharisees went out, and held a council against him, how
they might destroy him.” The Messiah healed their sick, opened blind eyes, cast out devils,
fulfilled their prophets, and spoke with divine authority; their official response was to
organize a murder committee. The rejection did not surprise God or overturn His eternal
purpose, but it altered the public presentation of the kingdom. In Matthew 13, Christ left
the house and sat by the seaside, then began revealing “the mysteries of the kingdom of
heaven.” The promised kingdom had not been cancelled, converted into the Church, or
auctioned to the Gentiles. Its open establishment was postponed, and the conditions



prevailing during the King’s visible absence were disclosed in parabolic form. The throne
remained promised, but the King would first travel into a far country.

The seven parables of Matthew 13 reveal a kingdom sphere marked by sowing, opposition,
imitation, abnormal expansion, internal corruption, concealed treasure, costly purchase,
and final separation. This is not a glowing report of mankind gradually Christianizing the
world until Jesus returns to accept the keys to a renovated planet. The field contains tares,
the branches lodge birds previously identified with the wicked one, the mealis permeated
with leaven, and the net gathers bad fish along with good. The chapter ends not with
universal improvement but with angels severing the wicked from among the just and
casting them into a furnace of fire. That is a strange victory banquet for postmillennial
optimism. Christ was not predicting that civilization would climb a golden staircase into the
kingdom. He was warning that during His absence, the outward sphere connected with His
name would become mixed, enlarged, corrupted, and counterfeited until He returned to
judge it. The kingdom went underground while the King was away, but it did not die. A
buried crown is still a crown, a postponed throne is still a throne, and a rejected King is still
coming back with the deed in His hand.

1. The Sower Went Forth While the King Was Rejected

The first parable begins, “Behold, a sower went forth to sow.” The change in imagery is
doctrinally significant. A king ordinarily comes looking for fruit from his vineyard, but a
sower enters a field to begin a new work by scattering seed. Israel had long been pictured
as God’s vineyard. Isaiah 5:7 states, “For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of
Israel.” Christ came seeking fruit, but the husbandmen rejected the Owner’s Son. In
Matthew 13, the emphasis shifts from gathering national fruit to sowing “the word of the
kingdom” throughout the field. The Sower is Christ, the seed is the word, and the field
reaches beyond the narrow borders of Israel. The King’s rejection did not silence the word;
it scattered the word. Israel’s rulers attempted to close one mouth, and God answered by
filling the whole field with seed. That is how heaven responds when religion tries to
quarantine truth.

Some seed fell by the wayside, and “the fowls came and devoured them up.” Christ’s own
interpretation leaves no room for decorative speculation: “Then cometh the wicked one,
and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart.” The birds in the opening parable
establish a negative symbol that becomes important later in the chapter. Satan does not
wait politely for truth to grow before opposing it. He attacks the seed before it can take root.
The careless hearer receives the word at the surface level, where it lies exposed to every
devilish interruption, worldly distraction, and religious counterfeit. The problem is not
defective seed. First Peter 1:23 describes “the word of God, which liveth and abideth for



ever.” The problem is the unreceptive ground. A hard heart can hear the sharpest sermon
and preserve its hardness as carefully as a museum preserves an artifact. The devil loves
shallow listening because truth resting on the surface is easy prey.

The stony ground receives the word with temporary joy but possesses no root; the thorny
ground allows “the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches” to choke the word;
the good ground hears, understands, and bears fruit in varying measures. The parable does
not predict universal success. Three of the four soils fail to produce enduring fruit, though
each receives contact with the same seed. The outward spread of kingdom truth during the
King’s absence would meet hardened rejection, emotional profession, worldly distraction,
and genuine reception. Christ did not promise that every listener would become a faithful
subject if the church improved its marketing strategy, replaced preaching with
entertainment, and hired a consultant to redesign the logo. The seed accomplishes its
work in prepared ground; it does not become more powerful after being wrapped in cultural
cellophane. The Sower scatters truth broadly, but the harvest exposes what kind of ground
lay beneath every profession. God does not measure success by how many people admire
the seed bag. He looks for fruit.

2. The Enemy Sowed a Counterfeit Beside the Real Thing

The second parable introduces “a man which sowed good seed in his field.” While men
slept, an enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat and went his way. The enemy did
not burn the field, steal the wheat, or replace the soil. He planted a counterfeit beside the
genuine crop. Satan’s most effective work is often imitation rather than open destruction.
He knows that a field containing nothing but weeds will alarm everyone, while a field
containing tares mixed with wheat can deceive nearly everybody until harvest. The devil
has no objection to religion as long as he controls what grows under its name. He will
provide churches, pulpits, choirs, schools, councils, costumes, ceremonies, and
impressive buildings. He will even print Bibles if he can alter the words, muzzle the
preacher, and fill the membership roll with people who have never been born again. Satan
does not always attack Christianity with a torch. Sometimes he joins the church and
volunteers for the flower committee.

Christ interprets the parable in Matthew 13:37-39: “He that soweth the good seed is the
Son of man; The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom; but the
tares are the children of the wicked one.” The field is not the local church, despite the way
this parable is sometimes misused to forbid biblical discipline within a congregation. Paul
plainly commanded the Corinthian church to put away the wicked person from among
them. Matthew 13 deals with the world and the mixed outward course of kingdom
profession during Christ’s absence. The Son of man sows genuine children of the kingdom,



while the devil plants counterfeit children in the same broad field. They stand near the
truth, speak its vocabulary, adopt its appearance, and remain inwardly connected to the
wicked one. A tare does not advertise itself with a badge reading, “Counterfeit planted by
Satan.” It resembles wheat until maturity exposes the difference. Hell’s best disguises are
stitched from religious cloth.

The servants ask whether they should gather up the tares, but the householder warns that
premature uprooting could damage the wheat. Both are permitted to grow together until
harvest, when the reapers—identified as angels—perform the final separation. “The
harvest is the end of the world,” Christ declares, and the tares are gathered and burned.
This is not the Church converting the world; it is the King judging the counterfeit kingdom
sphere at the end of the age. Human efforts to establish a pure worldwide kingdom before
the King’s return have repeatedly produced persecution, tyranny, and bloodshed because
men assumed authority Christ reserved for angels. Whenever religious men imagine they
have been commissioned to purify the earth by political force, the wheat soon finds itself
tied into the same bundles as the tares. The Church is commanded to preach truth,
maintain discipline within its assemblies, and contend for the faith—not seize the sword of
final judgment from the hand of the returning King.

3. The Mustard Plant Became a Religious Monster

The third parable says, “The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed, which a
man took, and sowed in his field.” The seed is described as the least of all seeds, yet when
grown it becomes “the greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree.” Many interpreters
praise this as a picture of healthy, victorious expansion: Christianity begins small, grows
majestically, and eventually shelters the nations. That interpretation sounds inspiring until
a reader remembers the context. The chapter is not moving from failure to uninterrupted
triumph. The preceding parable contains satanic counterfeits growing until judgment, and
the following parable contains leaven hidden in meal until the whole is corrupted. The
mustard plant’s growth is not simply large; it is abnormal. An herb swells into a tree,
exceeding the modest form associated with its nature. What began with fishermen, house
meetings, persecution, humility, and dependence upon God became an enormous
institutional structure with political power, accumulated wealth, clerical ranks, ornate
palaces, and enough religious bureaucracy to make Caesar look disorganized.

The “birds of the air” come and lodge in the branches of this oversized growth. Christ has
already identified the birds in the first parable with the wicked one who catches away the
seed. The Holy Ghost does not normally define a symbol in verse 19 and reverse its moral
character in verse 32 merely because a commentator needs the parable to fit a
denominational success story. The birds represent satanic agents finding shelter within the



branches of abnormal religious expansion. History supplies the illustration in scarlet ink.
Once professing Christianity gained imperial favor, unconverted politicians, ambitious
priests, pagan customs, philosophical systems, military powers, and commercial interests
nested beneath its branches. The persecuted fellowship became an establishment, the
simple meeting place became a cathedral, the servant became a prince, and the cross
became an ornament carried ahead of armies. The birds that once devoured the seed
discovered that nesting in the tree was more profitable than circling over the field.

This distinction must be kept clear: the abnormal mustard tree is not the spiritual body of
Christ. The body of Christ is a divine organism composed of born-again believers joined to
Christ by the Holy Spirit. The mustard tree pictures the visible kingdom sphere in its
outward historical expansion, including the corrupt institutions and false professors
gathered beneath the name of Christianity. Confusing Christendom with the body of Christ
has allowed religious empires to claim divine authority merely because they became large,
old, wealthy, and politically influential. But cancer also grows, mold spreads, and Babylon
becomesrich. Size is not proof of God’s approval. The tower of Babel was an impressive
construction project, but heaven did not issue it a certificate of occupancy. When a
religious institution points to its acreage, bank accounts, historical continuity, political
friendships, and worldwide membership as evidence of truth, it is measuring the tree while
ignoring the birds.

4. The Leaven Worked Where No One Could See It

The fourth parable says, “The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took,
and hid in three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened.” Religious optimists
commonly interpret the leaven as the gospel gradually permeating and improving the
world. According to that view, Christianity quietly spreads through civilization until
righteousness fills the earth. The trouble is that Scripture repeatedly uses leaven as a
symbol of corruption, false doctrine, malice, wickedness, and hypocrisy. Christ warned His
disciples of “the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees,” which Matthew 16:12
identifies as their doctrine. Luke 12:1 says, “Beware ye of the leaven of the Pharisees,
which is hypocrisy.” First Corinthians 5:8 contrasts “the leaven of malice and wickedness”
with “the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.” Galatians 5:9 warns, “A little leaven
leaveneth the whole lump.” The Bible does not need a theological chef to turn corruption
into revival because the recipe looks more encouraging that way.

The woman did not openly place the leaven on display. She “hid” it in three measures of
meal. Corruption works secretly, internally, and progressively until it affects the whole
mixture. That is precisely how apostasy operates within the outward kingdom sphere. False
doctrine seldom enters a church by kicking down the front door and announcing its



intention to destroy the faith. It arrives through a small compromise, a revised word, an
undefined term, a fashionable teacher, an innocent-looking tradition, or a program too
profitable to question. One generation tolerates what the previous generation rejected; the
next generation celebrates what the tolerant generation merely permitted. Soon the old
truth remains printed in the doctrinal statement while everything practiced beneath it
contradicts the words. Leaven does not request equal space with the meal. It enters quietly
and works until the meal serves the leaven.

The three measures of meal also recall Genesis 18, where Abraham instructed Sarah to
prepare “three measures of fine meal” for heavenly visitors. Meal can represent
wholesome food and fellowship, while leaven corrupts what was intended to nourish.
During the King’s absence, doctrine associated with His name would be infiltrated by
sacramentalism, Mariolatry, priestcraft, baptismal regeneration, salvation by works,
philosophical speculation, modernism, charismatic counterfeit, prosperity preaching, and
every other species of religious yeast. The whole outward sphere would eventually bear the
swelling marks of contamination. Leaven makes dough look larger without adding genuine
nourishment. Apostasy performs the same trick: it inflates attendance, institutions,
influence, and reputation while truth disappears inside the expansion. Religious swelling is
often mistaken for spiritual muscle because nobody wants to admit that the loaf is mostly
air.

5. The Treasure Was Hidden in the Field Again

The fifth parable says, “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the
which when a man hath found, he hideth.” Scripture provides a clear background for
identifying the treasure. Exodus 19:5 records God’s words to Israel: “Then ye shall be a
peculiar treasure unto me above all people.” Psalm 135:4 says, “For the LORD hath chosen
Jacob unto himself, and Israel for his peculiar treasure.” The treasure is therefore
connected doctrinally with Israel, God’s chosen nation. Israel had been planted in the
earth to bear witness to the true God, receive His law, preserve His Scriptures, and produce
the Messiah according to the flesh. Yet because of unbelief, that treasure became hidden
among the nations. The nation remained in the world, preserved by God, but its kingdom
glory was concealed. Israel’s King stood among His own people, and John 1:11 records the
tragedy: “He came unto his own, and his own received him not.” The treasure failed to
recognize the One who valued it.

The man in the parable discovers the treasure and then hides it again. He does not discard
it, destroy it, or replace it with another treasure. That is exactly the point replacement
theology cannot tolerate. Israel’s present blindness does not mean God has abandoned
His covenant purpose for the nation. Romans 11:25 declares, “Blindness in part is



happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.” The word “until” is the
expiration date stamped upon Israel’s blindness. The treasure is hidden during the present
age, but it remains God'’s treasure. Israel exists among the nations, often despised,
scattered, persecuted, and spiritually blinded, yet miraculously preserved. Kingdom-
builders point to Israel’s unbelief and declare the promises transferred; Paul points to
Israel’s preservation and warns Gentiles not to be “wise in your own conceits.” God did not
lose Israel in the field. He knows exactly where the treasure lies.

For joy over the treasure, the man “goeth and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field.”
The field, already identified in Matthew 13:38, is the world. Christ’s redemptive work
reaches far beyond the immediate recovery of Israel, for He is the One who purchased the
field and holds the right to every treasure within it. Revelation 11:15 will announce, “The
kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ.” Israel’s
restoration rests not upon Israel’s merit but upon God’s covenant faithfulness and Christ’s
accomplished work. The Church has not purchased the field, discovered the treasure, or
acquired the right to rename it. Christ bought it. The preacher who transfers Israel’s
covenants to the Church is standing on property he did not purchase while altering a deed
that does not bear his signature. The treasure may be hidden, but the Owner has not
forgotten where He buried it.

6. The Merchant Purchased One Pearl of Great Price

The sixth parable introduces “a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls,” who finds “one
pearl of great price,” sells all that he has, and buys it. The pearl furnishes a remarkable
picture of the Church, the body of Christ, though the full doctrine of that body awaited later
revelation through Paul. A pearlis formed through suffering when an irritant enters a living
creature and layer after layer is built around the wound. The Church owes its existence to
the sufferings of Christ. Acts 20:28 speaks of “the church of God, which he hath purchased
with his own blood.” The body was not formed through human morality, national
improvement, religious ceremony, or gradual cultural progress. It was purchased by the
blood shed at Calvary and formed through union with the risen Christ. Men build
organizations with money, charters, property, and committees. Christ built His Church by
passing through death and rising again.

The merchant purchases one pearl, not a sack full of unrelated pearls competing for
market share. Ephesians 4 declares, “There is one body, and one Spirit,” just as there is
“one Lord, one faith, one baptism.” The true Church is one spiritual body composed of all
who have trusted Christ and been baptized by the Spirit into Him. Denominations may
multiply their names, institutions may erect their fences, and religious leaders may
compare membership statistics, but heaven recognizes one body under one Head. First



Corinthians 12:13 says, “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be
Jews or Gentiles.” Water can place a man into a baptistry, a church roll, or a clean shirt;
only the Holy Spirit can place him into Christ. The pearl’s unity is not organizational
conformity manufactured by ecumenical machinery. It is spiritual union created by God.

Yet the pearl must not be confused with the hidden treasure. Israel and the Church are
both precious to God, but they are not identical. The treasure is associated with a nation
chosen from among the nations and connected with an earthly kingdom. The pearl pictures
one new body formed from believing Jews and Gentiles and joined to a heavenly Head.
Israel has covenants, a land, a throne, and national promises; the Church possesses
spiritual blessings in heavenly places and awaits the coming of Christ in the air. The
merchant does not rename the treasure “pearl,” and he does not grind the pearlinto pieces
to scatter it through the field. Religious systems that merge Israel and the Church do
violence to both pictures. Right division allows God to keep every promise without forcing
one people to steal another people’s inheritance.

7. The Net Gathered Everything, but the Shore Exposed It

The seventh parable says, “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was cast
into the sea, and gathered of every kind.” The sea often pictures the restless nations and
multitudes of the world. Isaiah 57:20 says, “But the wicked are like the troubled sea, when
it cannot rest.” Revelation 17:15 interprets waters as “peoples, and multitudes, and
nations, and tongues.” During the King’s absence, the outward net of kingdom profession
spreads broadly and gathers “of every kind.” The net does not contain only genuine
subjects. It collects saved and lost, believer and professor, truth and counterfeit, wheat
and tare, good fish and bad. Religious association is no proof of regeneration. A fish can be
inside the net without being fit for the vessel, just as a man can be inside a church building
without being inside Christ. Proximity to the gospel is not possession of the gospel.

When the net becomes full, it is drawn to shore, and the fishermen sit down to separate the
good from the bad. Christ explains, “So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall
come forth, and sever the wicked from among the just.” Again, the conclusion is judgment,
not gradual world improvement. The age does not end because every bad fish becomes
good through prolonged exposure to the net. It ends with a supernatural separation
performed by angels. Kingdom theology that predicts the Church will conquer civilization
before Christ returns runs aground on nearly every ending in Matthew 13. The tares remain
until harvest, the leaven works until the whole is affected, and the bad fish remain in the
net until the shore. The King does not return because the servants have completed His
kingdom for Him. He returns because only the King can separate, judge, cleanse, and reign.



The bad are cast away, just as the tares are cast into the furnace of fire. Christ adds, “There
shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.” That expression is not the language of social
reform, spiritual enlightenment, or a symbolic setback in human progress. It describes
conscious judgment. The King who once spoke in parables will return to speak with a
sword. The Lamb who permitted men to reject Him will appear as the Lion who judges
them. Modern religion wants Christ meek enough to bless its programs but never royal
enough to inspect its net. It enjoys the Sermon on the Mount while quietly removing the
Judge from the shore. But the same mouth that said, “Come unto me,” also warned of a
furnace of fire. Grace provides refuge before judgment; it does not abolish judgment for
those who refuse the refuge.

Conclusion

The mysteries of the kingdom of heaven reveal what would occur between the rejection of
the King and His visible return. The word would be sown throughout the field, but the soils
would respond differently. Satan would plant counterfeits beside genuine children of the
kingdom. The outward religious structure would grow into an abnormal tree where unclean
birds could lodge. Corruption would work internally like hidden leaven. Israel, God’s
peculiar treasure, would remain concealed in the field without being abandoned. The pearl
of great price would picture a distinct purchased people joined in unity. The great net of
kingdom profession would gather every kind until angels performed the final separation.
The chapter does not describe a straight road from Bethlehem to a Christianized world. It
describes a long conflict between truth and counterfeit during the absence of the rightful
King.

The kingdom of heaven is not identical to the body of Christ, and the Church has not
inherited Israel’s throne. The kingdom concerns God’s promised rule from heaven over the
earth under the Messiah, with Israel restored and David’s covenant fulfilled literally. The
body of Christ is a spiritual organism revealed particularly through Paul, composed of
saved Jews and Gentiles united under a heavenly Head. These divine purposes intersectin
Christ, but intersection is not identity. A man’s head and feet belong to one person, yet a
doctor who cannot distinguish them should not be allowed near an operating table. The
theologian who cannot distinguish Israel, the Church, and the kingdom is equally
dangerous when he begins cutting into Scripture. God’s plan possesses unity without
confusion and distinction without contradiction.

The King is still away visibly, but His absence is temporary. The tares have not stolen the
field, the birds do not own the tree, the leaven has not defeated the Baker, and the bad fish
will not escape the shore. Jesus Christ will return to fulfill every covenant, judge every
counterfeit, restore Israel, occupy David’s throne, and rule the nations with a rod of iron.



Revelation 19 does not picture Him returning with a proposal, a campaign speech, or a
request for international recognition. He returns as “KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF
LORDS.” The kingdom went underground when the King was rejected, but the crown was
never surrendered. Men may postpone their obedience, theologians may spiritualize the
throne, and religious empires may imitate the kingdom, but none can cancel the
coronation. The King is away—not dead; the throne is delayed—not denied; and when He
returns, every counterfeit crown will look exactly as cheap as it always was.

4 of 10 - The Mysteries Revealed in the New Testament - The Blindfold on Israel Has an
Expiration Date

Key Passage: Romans 11:25-29

“For | would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise
in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the
Gentiles be come in. And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out
of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: For this is my covenant
unto them, when | shall take away their sins. As concerning the gospel, they are enemies
for your sakes: but as touching the election, they are beloved for the fathers’ sakes. For the
gifts and calling of God are without repentance.”

Introduction

Israel’s blindness is one of the most mishandled subjects in the entire Bible because
Gentile religion has spent centuries reading Romans 11 with one eye closed and the other
fixed upon Israel’s inheritance. Paul does not call Israel’s blindness complete, final, or
irreversible. He calls it “blindness in part,” and he places an expiration date upon it with the
word “until.” Yet replacement theology reads “in part” as though it meant “in full,” reads
“until” as though it meant “for ever,” and reads “Israel” as though it meant “our
denomination.” That is not interpretation; that is daylight robbery performed with a
commentary under one arm. Paul warns Gentile believers againstignorance of this mystery
for a stated reason: “lest ye should be wise in your own conceits.” The moment Gentile
Christianity forgets that it stands by grace, it begins strutting through Israel’s vineyard
wearing a crown it found beside a broken branch. The Church did not choose the
patriarchs, call Abraham, make covenant with Isaac, rename Jacob, lead Israel from Egypt,
give the law at Sinai, establish David’s throne, or inspire the prophets. Gentile believers
entered blessings flowing from a root they did not plant. A guest who mistakes mercy for
ownership will soon begin rearranging the furniture.



Israel’s rejection of Jesus Christ was real, national, and catastrophic. John 1:11 says, “He
came unto his own, and his own received him not.” Israel’s rulers rejected their King,
demanded His crucifixion, resisted the witness of the Holy Ghost in Acts, and opposed the
apostolic testimony. That unbelief brought judgment, dispersion, and the temporary setting
aside of the nation as the central instrument of God’s public dealings in the earth. Yet
Israel’s failure did not make God a failure. Romans 3:3-4 asks, “For what if some did not
believe? shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect? God forbid.” Israel’s
unbelief cannot repeal God’s faithfulness any more than a cloud can extinguish the sun.
The cloud may hide the light from human sight, but it does not reach the throne where the
light originates. God knew Israel’s rejection before He called Abraham, foresaw Calvary
before He promised David a throne, and wrote the restoration passages before Israel was
scattered. Nothing in Israel’s history forced God to hold an emergency meeting in heaven
and replace His eternal program with a Gentile committee.

The mystery revealed in Romans 11 explains the present interval: Israel has been blinded in
part, salvation has gone to the Gentiles, a remnant of Israel remains according to grace,
and the nation will be restored when the Deliverer comes out of Sion. This arrangement
preserves every distinction religious confusion tries to erase. Israel remains the covenant
nation; the Church remains the body of Christ; believing Jews and Gentiles are presently
saved by the same gospel and placed into the same spiritual body; and God’s future
national promises to Jacob remain exactly where the prophets placed them. The Church
does not need to become Israel in order to possess riches in Christ. A man seated in
heavenly places has no reason to steal somebody else’s land deed. God’s purposes are
large enough to bless the Church without bankrupting Israel and faithful enough to fulfill
Israel’s covenants without demoting the Church. The blindfold remains upon the nation
today, but the knot was tied by a God who knows when He will remove it.

1. God’s Covenants Were Not Written in Disappearing Ink

God’s dealings with Israel rest upon covenants He made with the fathers, not upon the
imagination of modern prophecy teachers. In Genesis 12, God called Abram and promised,
“l will make of thee a great nation,” “l will bless thee,” and “in thee shall all families of the
earth be blessed.” In Genesis 13:15, He promised, “For all the land which thou seest, to
thee will | give it, and to thy seed for ever.” Genesis 15 defined the land from “the river of
Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates.” Those words describe real geography given
to Abraham’s physical seed through Isaac and Jacob. God did not promise Abraham a
symbolic feeling, an ecclesiastical influence, or a spiritual subdivision somewhere
between the choir loft and the baptistry. He named a land with boundaries. If “for ever” can
be erased because Israel later sinned, then no believer should feel secure when reading



the same God’s eternal promises elsewhere. A theologian cannot preserve eternal life for
himself while placing Israel’s everlasting covenant on probation.

The Davidic covenant is equally explicit. Second Samuel 7:12-13 promises David a seed
and a kingdom whose throne God would establish for ever. Psalm 89:34-36 records the
Lord’s declaration: “My covenant will | not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of my
lips. Once have | sworn by my holiness that | will not lie unto David. His seed shall endure
for ever, and his throne as the sun before me.” Replacement theology replies that the
throne has been transferred into an invisible spiritual arrangement called the Church. God
replies that He will not alter the thing that went out of His lips. The choice is not difficult.
David’s throne was an earthly throne over Israel in Jerusalem. Jesus Christ is the rightful
heir to that throne, and Luke 1:32 says, “The Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his
father David.” Gabriel did not say Christ would receive a revised, relocated, allegorical
version after theologians decided the original promise was too Jewish.

The new covenant itself was promised to Israel and Judah. Jeremiah 31:31 says, “Behold,
the days come, saith the LORD, that | will make a new covenant with the house of Israel,
and with the house of Judah.” Verse 35 identifies the Lord who gives the sun, moon, and
stars, and verse 36 declares that if those ordinances depart, “then the seed of Israel also
shall cease from being a nation before me for ever.” The sun still rises, the moon still gives
her appointed light, and the host of heaven remains beyond man’s numbering; therefore
Israel has not ceased from being a nation before God. The Church presently enjoys spiritual
blessings made possible by the blood of the new covenant, but that participation does not
cancel the covenant’s future national fulfillment with the people explicitly named in
Jeremiah. Drinking from a fountain does not put your name on the deed to the well.

2. Israel Stumbled, but Israel Did Not Fall Beyond Recovery

Romans 11:11 asks the decisive question: “Have they stumbled that they should fall?” Paul
answers, “God forbid.” Israel stumbled at Christ, “a stone of stumbling, and a rock of
offence,” but the nation did not fall beyond divine recovery. There is a difference between
being set aside temporarily and being abandoned permanently. Israel’s present condition is
judicial, butitis not hopeless. Romans 9:31-32 explains that Israel pursued righteousness
by the works of the law rather than by faith and therefore stumbled at the stumblingstone.
Christ stood before them as the fulfillment of their law, sacrifices, prophets, covenants,
and kingdom hopes, yet the builders rejected the chief cornerstone. They wanted a crown
without a cross, a kingdom without repentance, and a Messiah who would destroy Rome
while leaving their religious pride untouched. When Jesus exposed the corruption inside
their temple system, they preferred Caesar to the Son of David.



The rejection reached its terrible climax at Calvary. Israel’s rulers delivered Christ to Pilate,
stirred the multitude, and chose Barabbas. The religious establishment preferred a robber
to the rightful King because Barabbas threatened public safety while Christ threatened
religious authority. A thief might empty the treasury, but Jesus was exposing the men who
controlled it. Yet even the crucifixion did not place Israel instantly beyond appeal. On the
cross, Christ prayed, “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.” In Acts, the
apostles continued addressing the nation, confirming Christ’s resurrection through signs
and calling Israel to repentance. Peter declared in Acts 3:19, “Repent ye therefore, and be
converted,” and connected that repentance with the future sending of Jesus Christ and
“the times of restitution of all things.” God extended mercy while the nation continued
resisting the Holy Ghost.

By Acts 7, Stephen stood before Israel’s council and charged, “Ye do always resist the Holy
Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye.” His martyrdom marked a solemn climax in the
national resistance recorded in Acts. Later, Paul declared in Acts 13:46, “It was necessary
that the word of God should first have been spoken to you: but seeing ye put it from you...lo,
we turn to the Gentiles.” Similar turning points occur as Acts progresses. Yet each
judgment serves the larger purpose disclosed in Romans 11. Israel’s rejection opened a
door of mercy to the Gentiles, but Gentile mercy did not seal Israel’s coffin. God used
Israel’s fall to enrich the world, and He will use Israel’s fulness to bring even greater
blessing. Romans 11:12 asks, “Now if the fall of them be the riches of the world...how
much more their fulness?” A nation with a promised fulness has not been permanently
emptied.

3. The Blindness Is Partial Because Grace Preserves a Remnant

Romans 11 begins with another question replacement theology answers incorrectly: “Hath
God cast away his people?” Paul answers, “God forbid.” He then presents himself as
evidence: “For | also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.” Paul
did not become a non-Israelite when he trusted Christ. He remained ethnically an Israelite
while becoming spiritually a member of Christ’s body. His salvation proved that Israel’s
blindness was never total. Thousands of Jews believed in the opening chapters of Acts, and
Jewish believers have continued coming to Christ throughout the present dispensation. The
nation as a nation remains blinded, but individual Jews can be saved exactly as Gentiles
are saved—by believing the gospel of Christ. The blindfold covers the national face; it does
not lock every individual heart beyond the reach of grace.

Paul compares the present situation to Elijah’s day. Elijah thought he stood alone after
Israel forsook God’s covenant, destroyed His altars, and killed His prophets. Yet God
replied, “l have reserved to myself seven thousand men, who have not bowed the knee to



the image of Baal.” Paul concludes, “Even so then at this present time also there is a
remnant according to the election of grace.” God always knows the difference between
public apostasy and the remnant concealed beneath it. Elijah saw national collapse; God
saw seven thousand unbent knees. Human observation counts the loud rebels and
assumes everyone has joined them. God counts the faithful whom the headlines never
interview. Israel’s present unbelief is severe, but God has never been without Jewish
witnesses to the truth of Jesus Christ.

The remnant is “according to the election of grace,” not the works of the law. Romans 11:6
states, “And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace.” A
Jew is not saved today by ethnicity, circumcision, sabbath keeping, temple expectation,
Torah observance, or descent from Abraham. Neither is a Gentile saved by church
membership, water baptism, moral improvement, sacramental machinery, or a
grandmother’s religion. Both stand as guilty sinners before the cross and must receive the
same Saviour. Galatians 3:28 declares that within the body of Christ “there is neither Jew
nor Greek” regarding spiritual standing. That equality in salvation does not erase ethnic or
prophetic distinctions outside the body any more than “there is neither male nor female”
abolishes the existence of men and women. Grace unites believers in Christ; it does not
take an eraser to the rest of the Bible.

4. The Olive Tree Warns Gentiles Against Swaggering

Paul’s olive-tree illustration in Romans 11 describes natural branches broken off because
of unbelief and wild branches grafted in to partake of “the root and fatness of the olive tree.”
The root represents the channel of Abrahamic promise and divine blessing, not the
institutional Church replacing Israel. The natural branches belong to Israel; the wild olive
branches represent Gentiles brought into a position of spiritual privilege. Salvation goes
among the Gentiles, the Scriptures spread among the nations, and Gentile believers
partake of blessings connected with God’s promise to Abraham that in him all families of
the earth would be blessed. Yet the wild branch did not create the root. Paul says plainly,
“thou bearest not the root, but the root thee.” Gentile Christianity survives upon mercy
flowing through promises God made long before the first Gentile denomination printed a
bulletin.

Paul anticipates the boast: “The branches were broken off, that | might be graffed in.” His
answer is sharp: “Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and thou standest by
faith. Be not highminded, but fear.” Israel’s unbelief explains her broken position; Gentile
faith explains present participation in blessing. Neither fact gives Gentiles permission to
sneer at Israel. A wild branch grafted contrary to nature should be the last thing in the
orchard bragging about superior breeding. Yet church history is stained with Gentile



religious powers persecuting Jews, stealing their promises, blaming them uniquely for the
cross, and declaring that God had permanently cast them away. The wild branch grew high-
minded exactly where Paul told it to fear. Pride always reads warnings as though they were
addressed to the church across town.

The warning about branches being cut off concerns dispensational privilege and corporate
testimony, not the loss of eternal salvation by an individual member of Christ’s body. Paul is
discussing Israel and the Gentile world in their respective positions within God’s historical
administration. Israel occupied the privileged place and was set aside through unbelief;
Gentiles presently occupy an extraordinary place of gospel opportunity and must not
assume that privilege can never end. The individual believer is sealed “unto the day of
redemption” and cannot be severed from Christ’s body. But Gentile civilization can lose its
position as the principal sphere in which God’s gospel light shines. Indeed, apostasy is
already eating through the structure like termites in a wooden pulpit. The branch that
mocked Israel for unbelief has spent centuries manufacturing unbelief in seminaries and
exporting it from church presses.

5. Israel’s Fall Opened a Door of Mercy to the Gentiles

Romans 11:11 states, “Through their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke
them to jealousy.” Israel’s national rejection created the historical occasion for the gospel
to spread throughout the Gentile world. That does not mean no Gentiles were saved before
Israel’s fall or that God had never promised Gentile blessing. The Old Testament repeatedly
foretold blessing for the nations. But during the present dispensation, Gentiles are not
required to approach God through Israel’s national rise, temple worship, Mosaic
ordinances, or earthly kingdom administration. Paul announces in Ephesians 3:6 that the
Gentiles should be “fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in
Christ by the gospel.” Gentiles once described as “aliens from the commonwealth of
Israel” and “strangers from the covenants of promise” have been “made nigh by the blood
of Christ.”

The Church is therefore not Israel promoted, Gentiles naturalized into Judaism, or a
spiritual reconstruction of the Mosaic commonwealth. It is “one new man” created in
Christ. Ephesians 2:15 does not say Christ renovated the old man, renamed Israel, and
issued the apostles new membership cards. He created something new in which believing
Jews and Gentiles possess equal spiritual standing. This body has a heavenly Head,
heavenly blessings, heavenly citizenship, and a heavenly hope. It does not require Israel’s
elimination in order to exist. God can suspend His national dealings with Israel, form the
body of Christ during that interval, remove the completed Church at the Rapture, and
resume the prophetic program exactly where His promises require. The divine calendar



contains more than one appointment. Only a careless reader schedules them all for the
same afternoon.

Gentile salvation was also intended “to provoke them to jealousy.” Israel was supposed to
observe Gentiles enjoying spiritual riches through Israel’s rejected Messiah and recognize
what the nation had forfeited through unbelief. Unfortunately, much of professing
Christianity provoked Jews not to jealousy but to disgust by wrapping persecution, forced
conversions, political oppression, and antisemitism in the name of Christ. A cross used as
the handle of a sword presents a poor picture of the Saviour who died upon it. Gentile
religion often blamed Jews for killing Christ while ignoring that Roman hands drove the
nails and that Christ willingly laid down His life for the sins of the entire world. Every
sinner’s sin contributed to Calvary. The ground at the cross is too level for a Gentile to
stand upon it and look down his nose at a Jew.

6. The Word “Until” Marks the End of the Blindness

Romans 11:25 provides the inspired time limit: “blindness in part is happened to Israel,
until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.” The word “until” is a doorway between two
conditions. Israel remains partially blinded until a divinely appointed fullness has entered;
after that, God turns His prophetic dealings visibly toward the nation again. The “fulness of
the Gentiles” should not be confused carelessly with “the times of the Gentiles” in Luke
21:24. The times of the Gentiles concern Gentile dominion over Jerusalem and extend until
Christ’s return. The fulness of the Gentiles in Romans 11 concerns the completion of God’s
present Gentile-directed work associated with the body of Christ. When the last member is
added and the Church’s earthly course is complete, the Lord will catch away His body and
the prophetic clock concerning Israel will move toward its appointed conclusion.

Daniel’s seventieth week concerns Daniel’s people and Daniel’s holy city. Daniel 9:24 says,
“Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city.” Daniel’s people
are Israel, not a Gentile church, and his holy city is Jerusalem, not Rome, Nashville,
Geneva, Canterbury, or whatever headquarters happens to be selling the latest theological
system. The final week will involve Israel, Jerusalem, the covenant, the temple, sacrifice,
desolation, persecution, and the coming of Messiah. The Church does not need to be
squeezed into a prophecy whose address is printed plainly on the envelope. After the
Rapture, God will deal with Israel through the Tribulation, preserve a remnant, expose the
false Messiah, and bring the nation to repentance in preparation for the return of the true
King.

Zechariah 12:10 describes that future awakening: “And | will pour upon the house of David,
and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications.” They will



look upon the One “whom they have pierced” and mourn for Him. Zechariah 13:1 adds, “In
that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David and to the inhabitants of
Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness.” The blindfold will not be removed by political
diplomacy, archaeological discovery, interfaith dialogue, or a theological apology from
Gentile church councils. It will be removed when the nation confronts the pierced Messiah
and receives the spirit of grace and supplication. Israel’s restoration begins not with self-
congratulation but with mourning. The eyes that did not recognize Him at His first coming
will behold Him at His second.

7. The Deliverer Will Fulfill Every Promise to Jacob

Romans 11:26 declares, “And so all Israel shall be saved.” This does not mean every Jew
who ever lived will receive salvation regardless of faith. Paul has already taught that “they
are not all Israel, which are of Israel” and that unbelieving branches were broken off. “All
Israel” refers to the believing nation brought through judgment and converted at the coming
of the Deliverer. The rebels will be purged, the remnant will be preserved, and the nation
that enters the kingdom will know the Lord. Ezekiel 20:38 says God will “purge out from
among you the rebels.” Zechariah 13 describes severe refining, after which the preserved
people will call upon God’s name and hear Him answer, “It is my people.” National
restoration does not bypass individual faith; it produces a believing nation through divine
judgment and grace.

Paul anchors this future salvation in written prophecy: “There shall come out of Sion the
Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob.” Notice the name “Jacob.” The Holy
Ghost does not say the Deliverer will turn ungodliness from a Gentile ecclesiastical
substitute that inherited Jacob’s nickname. Jacob is Jacob. Sion is Sion. The covenant
belongs to the people God named. Isaiah 59:20 says, “And the Redeemer shall come to
Zion, and unto them that turn from transgression in Jacob.” Christ’s second advent will
accomplish publicly what Israel’s first-century rulers refused. The rejected stone will
become the head of the corner, the crucified King will take His throne, and the nation will
finally say, “Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.”

Romans 11:28-29 supplies the unbreakable foundation: “As concerning the gospel, they
are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the election, they are beloved for the fathers’
sakes. For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance.” Israel’s present opposition
to the gospel does not erase her election in connection with the fathers. God does not
repent of the gifts and calling He bestowed. He does not tear up Abraham’s covenant,
apologize to David for overpromising, and rewrite Jeremiah with a Gentile footnote. Israel’s
restoration rests upon God’s character. If He could permanently revoke unconditional
promises because of human failure, then grace would be nothing more than probation



wearing a friendly smile. God will save and restore Israel because His own name is
attached to the promise.

Conclusion

The mystery of Israel’s blindness demolishes both replacement theology and Gentile
boasting. Israel has been judged for unbelief, but not annihilated from God’s purpose.
Natural branches were broken off, but they can be grafted in again. The nation has been
blinded, but only in part. The blindfold remains, but only until the fulness of the Gentiles
comes in. Israelis presently an enemy concerning the gospel, but beloved concerning the
election. Every clause in Romans 11 closes another escape hatch through which covenant
thieves attempt to crawl. Paul anticipated Gentile arrogance and nailed warning signs
across the chapter: “Boast not,” “be not highminded,” “fear,” and “be not...wise in your own
conceits.” Atheology that makes Gentiles proud against Israel has not merely missed
Paul’s point; it has become the very conceit Paul was rebuking.

The Church loses nothing by allowing Israel to retain what God promised her. We possess
redemption through Christ’s blood, forgiveness of sins, spiritual union with the risen Lord,
adoption, sealing by the Holy Spirit, heavenly citizenship, eternal security, and the hope of
being caught up to meet Christ in the air. Those riches do not need to be padded with
stolen acreage, a borrowed throne, and somebody else’s national covenants. Israel will
inherit her promised land under her Messiah; the Church will reign with Christ in the place
appointed for His body. God’s plan is not a cramped apartment in which one people must
be evicted before another can move in. Heaven has room for every promise God ever made
and enough authority to fulfill them without consulting a creed.

The blindfold on Israel has an expiration date, and the hand that placed it will remove it at
the appointed time. The scattered nation will be gathered, the hardened heart will be
softened, the dry bones will live, the pierced Messiah will be recognized, and the Deliverer
will turn ungodliness away from Jacob. Then the nations will discover that God’s covenant
language was never ornamental. Israel’s centuries of dispersion did not exhaust His
patience, Gentile arrogance did not alter His schedule, and theological theft did not
change the name written on the deed. The Church did not replace Israel, Rome did not
inherit Jerusalem, and no denomination sits upon David’s throne. The blindfold is
temporary, the covenant is permanent, and the Deliverer is coming.

5 of 10 - The Mysteries Revealed in the New Testament - One New Man the Prophets
Never Saw Coming



Key Passage: Ephesians 2:13-18

“But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of
Christ. For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle
wall of partition between us; Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of
commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so
making peace; And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having
slain the enmity thereby: And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to
them that were nigh. For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.”

Introduction

The body of Christ is not Israel with a Gentile wing added to the building, Judaism with the
ceremonial furniture removed, or the kingdom program wearing a grace-colored necktie. It
is “one new man,” created in Christ through the cross and formed by the Holy Spirit from
believing Jews and Gentiles who possess equal standing before God. Ephesians 3:6 states
the mystery plainly: “That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and
partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel.” The verse does not say Gentiles would
become Israel, inherit Israel’s national identity, or move into Jacob’s house while Jacob was
temporarily away. It says they would be “of the same body.” That body is not the nation of
Israel enlarged; it is a new creation joined to a heavenly Head. God did not repair the old
partition, lower it three feet, paint it a friendlier color, and place a welcome sign on the
Gentile side. He broke it down in Christ and made something that had never existed before.
Religion loves renovation because renovation allows the old landlord to remain in charge.
God performed a new creation because neither Jew nor Gentile could repair what sin had
ruined.

The Old Testament plainly foretold that Gentiles would receive blessing. God promised
Abraham, “In thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.” Isaiah 60:3 declared, “And the
Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising.” Zechariah
described nations coming to Jerusalem to worship the King. The prophets saw Israel
restored, Messiah reigning, Jerusalem exalted, and Gentile nations blessed through the rise
of God’s covenant people. But that is not identical to the mystery revealed through Paul. In
prophecy, Israel rises among the nations and becomes the channel of earthly kingdom
blessing. In the mystery, saved Jews and Gentiles are placed into one spiritual body where
neither holds superior standing and both are joined directly to Christ. Gentile blessing was
prophesied; Gentile equality in one joint body was hidden. A servant eating bread at Israel’s
table is not the same as a believer being made a member of Christ’s own body. The fellow
who cannot see that difference could confuse a dinner invitation with a marriage
certificate.



This distinction matters because nearly every major error concerning the Church begins by
confusing it with Israel. Once the Church is called “spiritual Israel,” the thief has entered
the house. Soon Israel’s covenants are confiscated, her throne is allegorized, her land is
spiritualized, her future is cancelled, and her judgments are reassigned wherever
convenient. At the same time, the Church is dragged backward beneath ordinances,
priesthoods, holy days, dietary regulations, temple patterns, sacramental systems, and
earthly kingdom expectations that do not define her calling. The result is a hybrid religion
with Israel’s vocabulary, Babylon’s machinery, and just enough Pauline terminology to pass
a casualinspection. Right division prevents this theological crossbreeding. It allows Israel
to retain what God promised her, the nations to occupy their prophetic place, and the
Church to stand in the heavenly position God gave her in Christ. God’s distinctions are not
fences erected by narrow-minded men. They are labels placed by the Manufacturer so
nobody pours gasoline into the water tank and then blames the engine.

1. Gentiles Were Far Off From Israel’s Covenant Privileges

Paul begins the doctrinal contrast in Ephesians 2:11 by commanding Gentile believers to
remember what they once were: “Gentiles in the flesh,” called Uncircumcision by those
called the Circumcision. Verse 12 continues, “That at that time ye were without Christ,
being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of
promise.” Those expressions have actual meaning. The Gentiles were not undiscovered
Israelites, misplaced covenant children, or anonymous members of a Church supposedly
existing since Adam. They were aliens from Israel’s commonwealth and strangers from
Israel’s covenants. Israel possessed the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the
law, the service of God, and the promises, as Romans 9:4 declares. Gentiles stood outside
that national arrangement. When religious men erase this distance, they also erase the
miracle of what grace later accomplished.

Paul adds that the Gentiles were “having no hope, and without God in the world.” This does
not mean no individual Gentile could ever seek God or receive mercy under previous
dispensations. Rahab, Ruth, Naaman, and others demonstrate otherwise. But Gentiles as
nations stood outside Israel’s covenant position and without Israel’s revealed hope. A
Gentile who desired to approach the God of Israel encountered a divinely established
distinction. The law separated clean from unclean, circumcised from uncircumcised, Israel
from the nations, and those near the sanctuary from those farther away. Even the temple
architecture testified to divisions and restricted access. God was teaching the world that
sinful man does not stroll casually into His presence with his hands in his pockets and his
own terms in his mouth. Holiness establishes boundaries that human sincerity cannot
Cross.



The Old Testament arrangement therefore contained genuine Gentile blessing without
abolishing Israel’s priority. God could bless Egypt, save Nineveh from immediate judgment,
receive Ruth the Moabitess, heal Naaman the Syrian, and still preserve the national
distinction He established through Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Isaiah’s prophecies of
Gentile blessing usually place that blessing beneath the glory of Israel’s restoration. Isaiah
60:12 even warns, “For the nation and kingdom that will not serve thee shall perish.” That is
not the present body of Christ, where Jewish and Gentile believers stand as equals under
grace. The prophets saw nations streaming toward Jerusalem’s light; Paul revealed Jews
and Gentiles seated together in heavenly places in Christ. One concerns nations blessed
around a restored Israel; the other concerns sinners from both groups created into one new
man. A map and a body are not the same thing simply because both contain lines.

2. The Blood Brought the Far-Off Sinner Near

Ephesians 2:13 announces the great dispensational and spiritual reversal: “But now in
Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.” The
words “but now” mark a change from the former condition. Gentiles were far off, but now
they are brought near—not through circumcision, law keeping, temple attendance,
proselyte conversion, sacramental initiation, moral reform, or political support for Israel.
They are made nigh “by the blood of Christ.” The distance between the sinner and God
cannot be crossed by human legs. Religion offers ladders, pilgrimages, rituals, and merit
badges; the cross provides blood. Every ladder man builds stops beneath the throne, while
the blood enters the holiest. God did not bring Gentiles near by lowering His holiness. He
brought them near by satisfying it.

The blood of Christ accomplishes what Israel’s ordinances could only picture. Hebrews
10:4 states, “For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away
sins.” Those sacrifices pointed forward to the Lamb of God, whose one offering would put
away sin. At Calvary, Christ bore the curse of the law, endured judgment, satisfied divine
justice, and opened a way of access for guilty sinners. Ephesians 1:7 declares, “In whom
we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of
his grace.” The believer’s nearness rests upon redemption accomplished, not performance
maintained. If the blood brought us near, our works cannot move us nearer; and if our
failures could remove us from Christ, then our security would rest upon our flesh instead of
His blood. Religion keeps a tape measure in the confessional. Grace points to the cross
and says the distance has been settled.

This nearness is “in Christ Jesus.” God does not improve the Gentile’s old position; He
places the believer into Christ and gives him a standing that belongs to Christ. First
Corinthians 1:30 says, “But of him are ye in Christ Jesus.” The sinner does not crawl into



Christ through discipline or ceremony. God performs the placing. Once in Christ, the
believer is accepted in the beloved, complete in Him, seated in heavenly places, and
sealed unto the day of redemption. This is not Gentile privilege independent of Christ or
equality achieved through social progress. The Jew and Gentile stand equally because both
stand in Another. At the cross, the Jew cannot boast in law and the Gentile cannot boast in
liberty. Both arrive guilty, both require blood, and both leave clothed in a righteousness they
did not manufacture. Calvary does not flatter either side; it kills the boasting of both.

3. The Middle Wall Fell in the Flesh of Christ

Ephesians 2:14 says Christ “is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down
the middle wall of partition between us.” Peace is not merely something Christ negotiated;
Christ Himself “is our peace.” Religious diplomacy can persuade hostile parties to occupy
the same room while privately despising one another. Christ creates peace by dealing with
the cause of separation and placing both parties in Himself. The wall between Jew and
Gentile was not imaginary prejudice invented by poor communication. It was connected to
a divinely ordained system of commandments and ordinances that distinguished Israel
from the nations. Circumcision, dietary laws, holy days, sacrifices, and ceremonial
regulations formed a visible boundary. That boundary served God’s purpose under the law,
but it could not remain the governing structure of the new body.

Verse 15 explains that Christ abolished “in his flesh the enmity, even the law of
commandments contained in ordinances.” The moral holiness of God did not die at
Calvary, but the Mosaic ordinances that maintained the covenant wall between Israel and
Gentiles lost their jurisdiction over the body of Christ. Colossians 2:14 says Christ blotted
out “the handwriting of ordinances that was against us,” took it out of the way, and nailed it
to His cross. Therefore Paul warns believers against being judged “in meat, or in drink, or in
respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days.” Religious men have
spent centuries pulling ordinances down from the cross, polishing the nails, and hanging
the regulations around Christian necks again. The flesh loves bondage provided it can
choose the color of the chain.

b

The wall was broken down “for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace.
Christ did not place Gentiles on Israel’s side of the old wall. He removed the wall and
created a new man in Himself. The words “of twain” identify the two former groups; the
words “one new man” identify the result. This is not a treaty between two unchanged
parties. Itis a divine creation in which former distinctions cease to determine spiritual
position. A believing Jew does not approach God through Moses while a believing Gentile
enters through Paul. Both have access through Christ by one Spirit. The wall fell because
the body could not be formed while its members remained in separate covenant



compartments. God did not install a revolving door in the partition. He demolished the wall
and used the cross as the wrecking bar.

4. The Cross Reconciled Both Parties in One Body

Ephesians 2:16 says Christ acted “that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by
the cross, having slain the enmity thereby.” Both groups needed reconciliation to God. The
Jew was nigh regarding covenant privilege but still guilty regarding sin; the Gentile was far
off regarding covenant privilege and equally guilty before God. Romans 3:9 concludes that
both Jews and Gentiles “are all under sin.” The law did not make the Jew righteous; it gave
him a clearer indictment. Gentile ignorance did not make the Gentile innocent; creation
and conscience testified against him. The cross therefore does not reconcile a righteous
Jew with an unrighteous Gentile. It reconciles two kinds of guilty sinners to one holy God.

The phrase “in one body” identifies the sphere of reconciliation. God is not presently
maintaining one redeemed Jewish body beneath Israel’s covenant ordinances and a
separate Gentile body beneath grace. First Corinthians 12:13 declares, “For by one Spirit
are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles.” The baptism that
creates the body is performed by the Holy Spirit, not by a preacher standing in water. Water
baptism can picture identification and furnish public testimony, but it cannot place a
sinner into the spiritual organism of Christ. Simon the sorcerer went into the water and
came out with his heart still “not right in the sight of God.” Water can wet a hypocrite; it
cannot regenerate him.

The cross “slew” the enmity. God did not ask Jew and Gentile to manage it through
sensitivity training, interfaith panels, or carefully worded institutional statements. The
enmity had to die. The cross pronounces judgment upon everything the flesh uses for
superiority: race, lineage, education, ceremony, philosophy, culture, and works. The Jew
cannot boast that Abraham’s blood flows through his veins, because Abraham cannot
wash away sin. The Gentile cannot boast that he escaped Jewish legalism, because pagan
liberty cannot justify a sinner. Both must come through the blood of Christ and enter the
body by the operation of God. The cross is the graveyard of spiritual aristocracy. Nobody
climbs Calvary and remains taller than the man beside him.

5. One Spirit Baptizes Every Believer Into Christ

First Corinthians 12:12 compares the human body with Christ: “For as the body is one, and
hath many members...so also is Christ.” The Holy Ghost does not merely say the Church
resembles an organization. He identifies the spiritual body so completely with its Head that
He says, “so also is Christ.” The body is one organism composed of many members, each
possessing a distinct place and function under the authority of Christ. A hand does not



become the head, an eye does not become the foot, and a toe does not call a business
meeting to vote on whether the brain may continue directing operations. Diversity of
function exists beneath unity of life. Modern religion has produced organizations held
together by constitutions, property, pensions, programs, and brand identity. The body of
Christis held together by the life of Christ.

Verse 13 explains the operation: “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body.” This is
the baptism that unites every believer with Christ at salvation. Romans 6 speaks of
believers baptized into Jesus Christ and into His death. Colossians 2:12 describes them as
“buried with him in baptism” and risen with Him “through the faith of the operation of God.”
The operation belongs to God. No human administrator can reach inside a sinner, crucify
his old standing, bury him with Christ, raise him spiritually, and seat him in heavenly
places. A preacher may lower a body into water and lift it out again; only the Holy Ghost
can place a soul into Christ. Confusing Spirit baptism with water baptism hands divine
surgery to a man holding a towel.

The verse includes Jews, Gentiles, bond, and free, and declares that all “have been all
made to drink into one Spirit.” No second-class members exist in Christ’s body. A saved
Jew does not occupy a higher spiritual joint because of his ancestry, and a saved Gentile
does not become more advanced because he possesses no connection with the law.
Social position, national background, and former religion do not determine access to
Christ. Yet equality of standing does not mean sameness of service. First Corinthians 12
continues by emphasizing differing gifts and functions. The foot remains a foot, the hand
remains a hand, and every member depends upon the others. Biblical unity is not a barrel
filled with amputated fingers claiming equality. It is a living body in which distinct members
serve one Head.

6. The One New Man Has One Heavenly Head

Colossians 1:18 declares that Christ “is the head of the body, the church.” The body does
not have an earthly monarch, a denominational president, an apostolic succession, or a
robed religious prince as its final head. Christ alone occupies that position. A local
assembly has pastors, bishops, elders, and deacons functioning under biblical authority,
but none becomes the head of the universal body. Any man who claims to stand as the
visible head of Christ’s whole Church is asking the body to grow a second skull. Two heads
produce a monster, not a church. Christ does not share His headship with Rome,
Canterbury, Constantinople, Nashville, Geneva, or a television studio.

Ephesians 1:22-23 says God “gave him to be the head over all things to the church, Which
is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.” The Head is in heaven, and the body’s



calling is therefore heavenly. Ephesians 2:6 says God “hath raised us up together, and
made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 3:20 says, “For our
conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour.” Israel’s prophetic
hope concerns Messiah returning to earth, restoring the nation, occupying David’s throne,
and ruling the world from Jerusalem. The Church’s immediate hope is to be caught up to
meet the Lord in the air and appear with Him in glory. Both hopes center upon Christ, but
their directions and relationships are distinct. One waits for the King to descend to His
earthly throne; the other waits for the Head to gather His body to Himself.

Union with the Head also supplies the believer’s life, direction, and completeness.
Colossians 2:10 says, “And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and
power.” Religion tells believers they are incomplete until they receive another sacrament,
join another institution, submit to another hierarchy, experience another manifestation, or
purchase another spiritual upgrade. Paul says they are complete in Christ. The head does
not send the hand to a religious hardware store for additional life. Every necessary spiritual
resource flows from Christ. The believer’s wisdom, righteousness, sanctification,
redemption, acceptance, security, and hope reside in Him. A church that does not hold the
Head may retain music, architecture, ceremony, money, history, and influence, butitis a
corpse with excellent lighting.

7. The Mystery Was Hidden Until God Revealed It

Ephesians 3:5 says the mystery “in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men,
as itis now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit.” Colossians 1:26
says it “hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his
saints.” Those statements forbid the claim that the body of Christ was fully revealed in the
Old Testament. Types and shadows may point toward truths later disclosed, but a shadow
is not a doctrinal blueprint. Eve taken from Adam’s side can picture the Church taken from
Christ’s suffering. Joseph’s Gentile bride, Moses’ Gentile wife, and Rebecca’s journey to
Isaac can furnish beautiful illustrations when illuminated by later revelation. But Adam,
Joseph, Moses, and Abraham did not preach Ephesians 3. A picture discovered after the
mystery is revealed does not prove the mystery was openly taught before God revealed it.

Paul received a particular stewardship regarding this mystery. Ephesians 3:8-9 says grace
was given to him to “preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ” and “to
make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the
world hath been hid in God.” The mystery was hidden in God, not hidden in Isaiah where a
clever Hebrew scholar could eventually discover it. If it had been plainly revealed in the
prophets, it had not been hidden in the sense Paul declares. The Old Testament contained
the prophetic program; God retained the mystery within His own counsel until the proper



time. Scholars who claim the Church is simply the expanded Israel of prophecy are
attempting to find in the prophets what God says He hid in Himself. That requires either a
very large magnifying glass or a very small regard for the verse.

The revelation of the mystery does not contradict the prophets. It introduces a divine
purpose that operates during the interval in Israel’s national program. God can pause His
public dealings with Israel because of unbelief, form the body of Christ through the gospel
of grace, complete that body, catch it away, and resume His prophetic dealings with Israel.
The mystery does not steal Israel’s future; it explains what God is doing before that future
arrives. Romans 11 preserves Israel’s restoration, while Ephesians reveals the Church’s
heavenly calling. Right division allows both Books to remain true without forcing Romans to
sue Ephesians over stolen property. Prophecy and mystery are not rival plans. They are
distinct movements in one symphony conducted by the same hand.

8. The New Man Must Not Be Forced Back Under Israel’s Ordinances

Once the Church’s identity is confused with Israel, the law quickly returns wearing
Christian vocabulary. Circumcision becomes sacramental initiation, the priesthood returns
in clerical costume, holy days reappear on an ecclesiastical calendar, the altar is rebuilt at
the front of a church building, and ordinances become channels through which
institutional grace is distributed. Paul fought this corruption in Galatians, asking, “Having
begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?” The Galatians had not openly
rejected Christ; they had added religious requirements to Christ. That is Satan’s favorite
arithmetic. He does not always subtract Jesus. Sometimes he adds enough ceremony to
bury Him beneath the total.

Colossians 2:16-17 commands, “Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in
respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days: Which are a shadow of
things to come; but the body is of Christ.” The contrast between shadow and body could
not be clearer. Israel’s ordinances cast prophetic shadows, but Christ is the substance. A
man hugging a shadow after the Person has arrived is not displaying reverence; he is
refusing reality. The sabbath pointed toward rest, sacrifices pointed toward the cross,
dietary distinctions taught separation, and the tabernacle pictured access to God. Christ
fulfilled what those ordinances anticipated. Dragging the body of Christ backward beneath
the shadows is like forcing a married woman to continue corresponding with her husband’s
photograph while he sits beside her at the table.

This does not mean the Old Testament has no value for the Church. Romans 15:4 says,
“For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning.” First
Corinthians 10:11 says Israel’s experiences “are written for our admonition.” All Scripture is



profitable, but profitability does not erase address. We learn from Noah without building an
ark, from Abraham without offering our sons, from Moses without stoning sabbath
breakers, and from David without claiming his throne. The Church can receive spiritual
instruction from Israel’s history without assuming Israel’s covenant identity. A wise man
can learn from another person’s mail without forging his name on the envelope.

9. Israel Must Not Be Dragged Forward Into the Body

The opposite error is equally destructive: instead of forcing the Church backward into
Israel, men drag Israel forward into the Church and declare that every future promise is
fulfilled spiritually in the body of Christ. Jerusalem becomes a metaphor, Zion becomes the
Church, David’s throne becomes Christ ruling spiritually in believers’ hearts, and the
promised kingdom becomes an undefined moral influence. God’s concrete promises are
dissolved into theological vapor until nothing remains that Abraham, David, or the prophets
would recognize. If a land can cease to be land, a throne cease to be a throne, and a nation
cease to be a nation, then language has surrendered and the interpreter has become the
author.

Romans 11 prevents that robbery. Israel remains the natural branches, presently broken off
in part because of unbelief, yet capable of being grafted in again. Paul says, “God is able to
graff them in again.” He does not say Israel’s promises have been absorbed into the wild
branches. He predicts a future restoration when “all Israel shall be saved” and the Deliverer
turns ungodliness away from Jacob. The one body does not erase Jacob; grace postpones
national fulfillment while God gathers the Church. After the Church’s completion and
removal, Israel’s prophetic program resumes. God has not confused the two groups merely
because theologians have stacked their mailin the same box.

The distinction also protects the gospel. A Jew today enters the body of Christ by believing
the same gospel as a Gentile. He is not saved through ethnicity, covenant heritage, law
keeping, or national election. But his entrance into the body does not mean God’s
promises concerning Israel as a nation have evaporated. Individual Jews saved today
become members of the Church; future Israel will be nationally restored under Messiah
according to prophecy. One truth concerns present individual salvation and spiritual union;
the other concerns future national conversion and kingdom fulfillment. Mixing those truths
produces either two ways of salvation or no future for Israel. Right division preserves one
gospel of grace today and every unconditional promise for tomorrow.

10. The One Body Demands Spiritual Unity Without Doctrinal Surrender

Ephesians 4:3 commands believers to endeavour “to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond
of peace.” We are not told to manufacture unity, negotiate unity, or vote unity into



existence. The Holy Spirit created the unity when He placed believers into one body. Our
responsibility is to keep it in practice. This unity rests upon revealed truth: “One body, and
one Spirit...One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all.” Biblical unity has
doctrinal bones. Remove them, and the body becomes a religious jellyfish drifting wherever
cultural currents carry it. Ecumenism attempts to create organizational unity by minimizing
doctrine; the Holy Ghost creates spiritual unity through the truth.

The one body therefore rebukes both sectarian pride and counterfeit fellowship. A
denomination cannot claim exclusive ownership of everyone saved by Christ, because the
body is larger than its membership rolls. Yet the existence of one body does not require
fellowship with every organization that places the word “Christian” on its sign. False
teachers deny the gospel, corrupt Christ’s deity, add works to salvation, alter Scripture, and
manufacture counterfeit sacraments. Second John warns against receiving those who do
not abide in the doctrine of Christ. Unity in the Spirit cannot be maintained by disobeying
the Spirit’s words. Joining hands with error does not enlarge the body; it merely gives poison
access to the bloodstream.

Within a sound local church, the doctrine of one body should destroy racial pride, social
snobbery, personality cults, and competition among members. First Corinthians 12:21
says, “And the eye cannot say unto the hand, | have no need of thee.” No member
possesses every gift, and no member is spiritually disposable. The unnoticed believer
serving faithfully may contribute more to the body’s health than the public personality
receiving applause. God arranged the members “as it hath pleased him,” not as a
popularity contest would place them. The body does not need stars competing for
attention. It needs members obeying the Head. A church filled with celebrities becomes a
stage; a church filled with servants becomes useful.

Conclusion

The mystery of the one new man reveals something the prophets never saw in its full
doctrinal form: believing Jews and Gentiles reconciled to God in one body, joined to Christ
by the Holy Spirit, possessing equal standing and a heavenly calling. Gentile blessing was
prophesied, but this joint body was hidden in God. Israel’s rise among the nations was
prophesied, but the creation of a spiritual organism in which the former covenant wall no
longer governs standing was a mystery. The cross did not merely permit Gentiles to stand
closer to Israel. It brought both Jew and Gentile to the end of themselves and created
peace in Christ. God did not build an annex onto Israel’s house. He created one new man.

This body is neither a replacement for Israel nor an extension of Israel. Israel remains the
covenant nation with a promised land, throne, kingdom, and future restoration. The Church



is Christ’s body with spiritual blessings in heavenly places, a heavenly Head, and the hope
of being caught up to meet Him in the air. Confusing them forces the Church beneath
Israel’s ordinances while stealing Israel’s promises for the Church. The result is always
religious confusion: law mixed with grace, prophecy mixed with mystery, water mixed with
Spirit baptism, Jerusalem mixed with heaven, and the Tribulation mixed with the blessed
hope. God’s Book contains no such confusion. The confusion begins when a man removes
the labels and then complains that every bottle tastes strange.

The one new man stands as a monument to the wisdom of God and the sufficiency of
Christ. The Jew brings no covenant merit into the body; the Gentile brings no natural
freedom; both bring sin, and Christ supplies everything else. His blood makes them nigh,
His cross slays the enmity, His Spirit baptizes them into one body, His life sustains them,
His headship directs them, and His coming will gather them. No earthly priesthood created
this body, no denomination owns it, no ordinance maintains it, and no devil can amputate a
member from its Head. Israel remains Israel, the nations remain the nations, and the
Church remains the one new man the prophets never saw coming.

6 of 10 - The Mysteries Revealed in the New Testament - The Treasure God Hid Inside
Earthen Vessels

Key Passage: Colossians 1:25-29

“Whereof | am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me
for you, to fulfil the word of God; Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from
generations, but now is made manifest to his saints: To whom God would make known
what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christin you,
the hope of glory: Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all
wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: Whereunto | also labour,
striving according to his working, which worketh in me mightily.”

Introduction

The mystery revealed in Colossians 1 is not merely that Christ lived among men, died for
sinners, rose bodily from the grave, and ascended to the right hand of God. Those truths are
glorious, but Paul presses the revelation into a place religion rarely knows what to do with:
“Christ in you, the hope of glory.” The risen Christ does not merely stand before the believer
as an example to imitate, beside the believer as a companion to consult, or above the
believer as a distant Lord to admire. He dwells in the believer by His Spirit. The One who



created all things, upholds all things, defeated death, spoiled principalities, and sits at the
right hand of the Father has chosen to place His life within redeemed men and women who
still live inside weak, aging, trouble-prone bodies. Second Corinthians 4:7 calls it “this
treasure in earthen vessels.” Heaven put its treasure in clay pots so nobody would mistake
the container for the contents. God did not select golden statues, jeweled shrines, marble
cathedrals, or religious professionals wrapped in ceremonial upholstery. He placed the life
of His Son inside redeemed sinners so “the excellency of the power may be of God, and not
of us.”

Religion can polish an earthen vessel until it shines beneath the sanctuary lights, but it
cannot place treasure inside it. It can improve manners, regulate clothing, produce
emotional excitement, memorize liturgy, administer sacraments, create charitable habits,
and teach a sinner to speak with a church accent. It can decorate Adam, educate Adam,
baptize Adam, confirm Adam, ordain Adam, and bury Adam beneath a stone engraved with
flattering adjectives. What it cannot do is give Adam the life of Jesus Christ. That requires
the new birth. Christianity is not fallen human nature receiving religious lessons; itis a
dead sinner receiving divine life. Paul says in Galatians 2:20, “l am crucified with Christ:
nevertheless | live; yet not |, but Christ liveth in me.” The gospel does not hire Christ as a
consultant to help the old man reach his potential. It executes the old man at Calvary,
raises the believer in union with Christ, and gives him a life that did not originate in Adam.
Religion offers cosmetics for the corpse. God opens the grave.

This truth must be guarded against several counterfeits. “Christ in you” does not mean the
natural man carries a hidden spark of deity waiting to be discovered through meditation. It
does not mean the sinner is secretly divine, that God and man share one essence, or that
salvation is an awakening to the god within. The Bible says the natural heart is “deceitful
above all things, and desperately wicked.” A man searching his unregenerate heart for God
is digging through a septic tank for spring water. Neither does the indwelling Christ depend
upon emotional sensation, sacramental reception, ecstatic experience, or mystical
absorption. The believer does not feel Christ into his heart, eat Christ into his body,
meditate himself into Christ’s essence, or become Christ through spiritual evolution. He
receives Christ by faith in the gospel, is born of the Spirit, baptized by that Spirit into
Christ’s body, and sealed unto the day of redemption. The treasure is real because God
performed an operation, not because the vessel experienced a religious vibration.

1. The Mystery Hidden for Ages Was Finally Made Manifest

Colossians 1:26 calls this truth “the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from
generations, but now is made manifest to his saints.” The Old Testament revealed that
Messiah would come to Israel, suffer, reign, judge, restore the nation, and bless the



Gentiles. Isaiah saw Him wounded for transgressions and sitting upon David’s throne.
Micah named Bethlehem as His birthplace. Zechariah saw Him pierced and later standing
upon the mount of Olives. Yet the distinctive revelation of Christ dwelling in individual
members of one spiritual body composed of believing Jews and Gentiles was not unfolded
in those prophetic passages. God scattered types and shadows that later illumination
allows us to appreciate, but the doctrine itself awaited revelation. A shadow can announce
that someone is approaching without telling you what he carries in his pockets.

Paul says God desired to make known “what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among
the Gentiles.” The mention of Gentiles is not decorative. Under Israel’s prophetic program,
Gentile blessing was associated with Israel’s rise and Messiah’s kingdom. Here, while Israel
remains nationally blinded and the kingdom awaits its visible establishment, Gentiles
receive something no earthly kingdom could bestow: Christ dwelling within them as
members of His body. Men who were “aliens from the commonwealth of Israel” and
“strangers from the covenants of promise” are brought nigh by Christ’s blood and joined
directly to Him. A Gentile believer does not receive Christ as a temporary visitor admitted
through Israel’s back door. He receives the indwelling Lord as an inseparable life. Grace did
not merely give the stranger a seat near the house. It put the life of the Son inside him.

The phrase “but now is made manifest” also means this mystery is no longer supposed to
remain obscure. Once God made it known, the truth became the possession and
responsibility of His saints. Paul preached it, wrote it, explained it, and labored to present
every man perfect in Christ Jesus. Yet enormous religious systems still keep their members
dependent upon external mediators because the indwelling Christ threatens every man-
made tollbooth erected between God and the believer. If Christ dwells in every saved
person, no priest can claim a private supply of divine life. If every believer has access by
one Spirit unto the Father, no hierarchy can charge admission to the throne. The mystery
remained hidden until God’s appointed time; religion keeps trying to hide it again because
a Christian who knows what he possesses in Christ is difficult to enslave.

2. The New Birth Places Life Where Death Once Reighed

The natural man does not need stimulation, inspiration, reformation, or a religious tune-up.
He needs life. Ephesians 2:1 describes sinners as “dead in trespasses and sins.” Death is
not merely poor performance, low self-esteem, emotional injury, or insufficient religious
exposure. A corpse does not need encouragement to become a better corpse. It needs
resurrection. Jesus told Nicodemus, a moral, educated, religious ruler of the Jews, “Ye
must be born again.” Nicodemus had Scripture, position, discipline, reputation, and
theological training, but he did not possess spiritual life. Christ did not tell him to improve



what he received from Adam. He told him another birth was necessary. The first birth
placed him in Adam; the new birth would give him life from above.

John 1:12-13 says that those who receive Christ are given power “to become the sons of
God,” being born “not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of
God.” Salvation does not run through family bloodlines, human determination, church
sponsorship, or priestly authorization. God performs the birth when the sinner receives
Christ by faith. Titus 3:5 calls it “the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy
Ghost.” First Peter 1:23 speaks of being “born again, not of corruptible seed, but of
incorruptible, by the word of God.” The Holy Ghost uses the incorruptible word to produce
life in the believing sinner. Religion sprays perfume upon Adam; regeneration produces a
child of God.

Because the new birth comes from incorruptible seed, the life received is not merely an
extended version of natural life. First John 5:11-12 says, “God hath given to us eternal life,
and this life is in his Son. He that hath the Son hath life.” Eternal life is not merely endless
existence, for the lost will also exist eternally under judgment. Eternal life is the life of the
eternal Son possessed by the believer. The Christian does not keep himself saved by
generating enough spiritual energy to keep that life running. The life resides in Christ, and
Christ resides in him. If salvation depended upon the vessel maintaining the treasure, every
clay pot would eventually drop it. Salvation depends upon the Treasure maintaining the
vessel.

3. The Believer Is Spiritually Joined to Christ

The indwelling Christ rests upon the believer’s spiritual union with Him. First Corinthians
6:17 says, “But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit.” Salvation does not merely place
Christ near the believer; it joins the believer to Christ in a spiritual union produced by God.
First Corinthians 12:13 explains, “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body.” The
Holy Ghost places the believer into Christ’s body at salvation, making him a member of
Christ and a participant in His life. This is not religious membership written in ink and
stored in a church office. Itis a divine union written into the believer’s spiritual identity. A
congregation can remove a name from its roll; it cannot amputate a member from the body
of Christ.

Romans 6 explains that believers are baptized into Jesus Christ, into His death, and raised
to walk in newness of life. Galatians 2:20 says, “l am crucified with Christ: nevertheless |
live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.” Paul’s language is not poetic exaggeration. God
identifies the believer so completely with Christ that Christ’s death is counted as his death,
Christ’s burial as his burial, Christ’s resurrection as the source of his new life, and Christ’s



position as the foundation of his standing. The old man was crucified with Him so that the
body of sin might be destroyed. The new life does not begin with Adam receiving moral
instruction. It begins on resurrection ground where death has already been defeated.

This union preserves the distinction between Christ and the believer while establishing an
inseparable relationship between them. The believer does not become Jesus Christ, share
Christ’s deity, or dissolve into the divine essence. A hand joined to a body does not become
the head, but it possesses the same life flowing from the head. The branch in John 15 does
not become the vine, but its fruitfulness depends entirely upon the vine’s life. Mysticism
blurs Creator and creature until man begins congratulating himself for discovering his own
divinity. Scripture maintains the distinction while revealing the union. Christ remains Lord;
the believer remains His redeemed creature. The wonder is not that man becomes God.
The wonder is that God chose to dwell in man.

4. The Holy Ghost Makes the Believer God’s Temple

First Corinthians 6:19 asks, “What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy
Ghost which is in you?” The Corinthians were not spiritual heroes with halos polished to a
mirror finish. They were troubled by division, carnality, immorality, lawsuits, disorder, and
doctrinal confusion. Yet Paul appealed to the reality of the Spirit’s indwelling as the basis
for holy conduct. He did not say their bodies might become temples after sufficient
improvement. He said, “your body is the temple.” Sanctification follows identity; it does not
purchase it. God does not move into the believer after the renovations are complete. He
moves in by grace and begins the renovation from inside.

The present indwelling ministry of the Holy Ghost must be distinguished from His
operations under earlier dispensations. In the Old Testament, the Spirit came upon
particular men for particular service and could depart from them. First Samuel 16:14 says,
“But the Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul.” David prayed in Psalm 51:11, “Take not thy
holy spirit from me.” That prayer belongs to David’s historical and dispensational setting
and should not be turned into the daily panic of a sealed member of Christ’s body. Under
the present dispensation, the believer is sealed with the Holy Spirit “unto the day of
redemption” according to Ephesians 4:30. The Christian may grieve the Spirit and quench
His working, but he cannot evict the Spirit through failure and invite Him back through
improved behavior. The seal belongs to God, and the redemption day determines its
duration.

Christ dwells in the believer through the Holy Spirit. Romans 8 moves freely between “the
Spirit of God,” “the Spirit of Christ,” and Christ dwelling in the believer. Verse 9 says, “Now if
any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his,” and verse 10 continues, “And if



Christ be inyou, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of
righteousness.” The indwelling Christ is not a miniature physical figure located somewhere
behind the rib cage. Itis the spiritual presence and life of the risen Christ communicated
through His Spirit. Scripture is doctrinally precise without becoming mechanically foolish.
God dwells in the believer really, spiritually, permanently, and powerfully. The invisible
character of the indwelling does not make it imaginary any more than an invisible soul
makes a man empty.

5. The Treasure Remains Glorious Though the Vessel Is Earthen

Second Corinthians 4:7 says, “But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the
excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.” An earthen vesselis common,
fragile, unimpressive, and easily broken. That description offends the modern religious
celebrity culture, where vessels are professionally lit, carefully branded, cosmetically
maintained, and introduced with more adjectives than Paul used for Jesus Christ. God,
however, has never been confused about the material. He knows the vessel is clay. The
treasure is Christ, the gospel, divine life, and the illuminating power of God. The vessel
contributes weakness so the power can be recognized as God’s. When religious men start
admiring the pot more than the treasure, God sometimes allows the pot to crack so
everybody remembers what produced the light.

Paul follows the earthen-vessel statement with a catalogue of pressure: “We are troubled
on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; Persecuted, but not
forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed.” The indwelling Christ does not make the believer
immune to suffering, confusion, opposition, bodily weakness, or grief. It supplies a life that
circumstances cannot extinguish. The vessel can be troubled without being crushed,
perplexed without surrendering to despair, persecuted without being abandoned, and
knocked down without being destroyed. Christianity is not the promise that the clay will
never be struck. It is the revelation that every blow upon the clay exposes a treasure the
blow cannot reach.

The weakness of the vessel also destroys the doctrine that victory must always feel
triumphant. Paul carried “in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus
might be made manifest” in him. Sometimes Christ’s life appears not through escape from
suffering but through endurance inside it. The treasure shines through patience under
affliction, faithfulness under opposition, holiness under temptation, and hope while the
outward man perishes. Modern religion often treats discomfort as proof that something
has gone wrong. Paul treated suffering as a stage upon which resurrection life could be
displayed. The world sees a cracked vessel and calls it useless; God sees another opening
through which the treasure can shine.



6. The Indwelling Christ Is Not a Feeling, Ritual, or Divine Spark

Emotional experience may accompany salvation, but emotion does not create or verify the
indwelling Christ. Feelings rise and fall with sleep, health, hormones, weather,
circumstances, memory, and whether a man has eaten breakfast. The Holy Ghost did not
seal the believer until the next bad morning. Ephesians 1:13 says, “After that ye believed, ye
were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise.” The sealing follows faith in “the gospel of your
salvation,” not an emotional measurement. Some people feel tremendous relief when
saved; others experience quiet certainty; still others understand the significance of
conversion more deeply as they grow. The doctrinal fact rests upon God’s promise.
Feelings are dashboard lights, not the engine.

Neither is Christ received through sacramental machinery. No priest can transform bread
into the physical body, blood, soul, and divinity of Jesus Christ and then distribute the
indwelling Lord by placing a wafer upon a tongue. Hebrews 10:12 says Christ “offered one
sacrifice for sins for ever” and “sat down on the right hand of God.” His sacrifice is
complete, His blood was shed once, and His risen body remains glorified in heaven until
His appointed return. The believer receives Christ by faith, not digestion. John 6:63 warns,
“Itis the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that | speak unto you,
they are spirit, and they are life.” Religion takes spiritual truth, grinds it into ceremony,
places it on a golden plate, and charges men to receive physically what God gives
spiritually through faith.

The indwelling Christ must also be distinguished from the ancient occult lie that divinity
sleeps inside every natural man. New Age mysticism, Eastern religion, esoteric philosophy,
and modern self-worship teach people to look inward, awaken the higher self, recognize
their divine consciousness, or discover that they are fragments of God. The Bible says the
opposite. Romans 7:18 declares, “For | know that in me (thatis, in my flesh,) dwelleth no
good thing.” Christ does not emerge from the natural heart; He enters the believing sinner
from outside. Man is not saved by discovering what was always inside him. He is saved by
receiving Someone who was absent. The gospel is not spiritual archaeology. There is no
buried deity waiting beneath the ruins of Adam.

7. Christ Within Is the Guarantee of Glory Ahead

Colossians 1:27 does not merely say “Christ in you.” It adds, “the hope of glory.” Biblical
hope is not a nervous wish that events may turn out favorably. It is confident expectation
resting upon God’s promise and Christ’s presence. The believer’s future glory is secure
because the glorified Christ already dwells within him. Romans 8:11 says that if the Spirit of
Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in believers, He “shall also quicken your mortal



bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.” The same Spirit who presently gives spiritual life
will complete the work by transforming the mortal body. Salvation began inside the vessel,
but it will not end until the vessel itself is changed.

The Holy Spirit is called “the earnest of our inheritance” in Ephesians 1:14. An earnestis a
pledge, a down payment, and a guarantee that the full possession is coming. God did not
seal the believer with a promise written by a doubtful guarantor. He gave His own Spirit as
the pledge. The indwelling presence of God guarantees resurrection, glorification, and final
conformity to Christ. Philippians 3:20-21 says we look for the Saviour, “Who shall change
our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body.” The earthen vessel will
not remain earthen for ever. The treasure already inside is the announcement that glory has
placed its claim upon the clay.

This hope produces holiness rather than carelessness. First John 3:3 says, “And every man
that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.” Grace does not teach the
believer to drag Christ through the mud because eternal security protects him. It teaches
him that his body belongs to the Lord, houses the Spirit, and awaits transformation. Paul
argues in 1 Corinthians 6 that the body must not be joined to fornication because itis a
member of Christ. The Christian does not pursue holiness to persuade Christ to enter him;
he pursues holiness because Christ already has. Conduct becomes a matter of displaying
outwardly the life God placed inwardly. The vessel should not advertise dirt when it carries
treasure.

Conclusion

“Christin you, the hope of glory” is one of the richest declarations in the New Testament
because it places the believer’s life, security, power, sanctification, and future entirely in
Christ. The mystery hidden for ages has now been made manifest. The sinner who trusts
the gospel is born again, joined spiritually to the risen Lord, baptized by the Spirit into
Christ’s body, indwelt by the Holy Ghost, and sealed until the day of redemption. He does
not merely admire Christ’s life from a distance. He possesses life because he possesses
the Son. He does not maintain union through flawless performance. He lives from a union
God performed. The treasure entered by grace and remains by divine faithfulness.

This truth leaves religious counterfeits exposed in broad daylight. External reformation
cannot produce internal life. Emotional excitement cannot create spiritual union.
Sacramental ritual cannot manufacture the indwelling Christ. Mystical meditation cannot
uncover a divinity that fallen man never possessed. The gospel does not direct sinners to
search inward but upward—to the crucified, buried, risen, and glorified Son of God. Adam’s
inheritance is sin and death; Christ’s gift is righteousness and life. Religion decorates the



inheritance from Adam and calls the display spiritual. God crucifies the old inheritance and
gives the believer the life of Another.

For now, the treasure remains inside an earthen vessel. The body grows tired, suffers pain,
bears scars, feels pressure, and moves toward the grave unless the Lord comes first. Yet
the treasure does not age with the container. Christ remains incorruptible, the Spirit
remains the earnest, the seal remains unbroken, and glory remains certain. One day the
trumpet will sound, mortality will put on immortality, corruption will put on incorruption,
and the outward vessel will be fashioned like Christ’s glorious body. Until then, heaven
carries its treasure through the world in common clay so the power will belong
unmistakably to God. Christianity is not Adam improved and returned to church. Itis Christ
in the redeemed sinner now—and the redeemed sinner in glory soon.

7 of 10 - The Mysteries Revealed in the New Testament - The Generation Death Will
Reach for and Miss

Key Passage: 1 Corinthians 15:51-55

“Behold, | shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, In a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the
dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put
on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. So when this corruptible shall
have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be
brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where
is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?”

Introduction

There is a generation of believers whom death will reach for and miss. The undertaker will
never measure them, the cemetery will never receive them, the grave will never close over
them, and corruption will never finish its ordinary work upon their bodies. Paul does not
introduce this truth as religious speculation, prophetic guesswork, or a clever
rearrangement of Old Testament passages. He says, “Behold, | shew you a mystery.” The
resurrection of the dead was not itself a secret. Job testified, “And though after my skin
worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall | see God.” Daniel 12:2 foretold that many
sleeping in the dust would awake. Martha told Christ concerning Lazarus, “l know that he
shallrise again in the resurrection at the last day.” Israel knew of resurrection. What had not
been previously disclosed in this form was that an entire generation of believers would



never pass through physical death: “We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed.”
Death has collected every generation since Adam with a consistency that makes the tax
collector look unreliable, but one day it will arrive at the Church’s address and discover the
occupants have already left.

The Rapture is the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ for His body, when the dead in Christ
rise first and living believers are caught up together with them to meet the Lord in the air.
First Thessalonians 4:16-17 says, “For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God,” and then declares, “the
dead in Christ shall rise first.” Afterward, “we which are alive and remain shall be caught up
together with them in the clouds.” The Lord does not delegate this gathering to an angel, a
saint, a church council, or a celestial transportation committee. “The Lord himself shall
descend.” The Bridegroom comes personally for His purchased people. The same Jesus
who died in their place, rose for their justification, indwelt them by His Spirit, and
interceded for them at the Father’s right hand will descend to claim them bodily. Salvation
began with Christ coming down to rescue sinners, and it will reach its appointed
completion when Christ comes down to gather saints.

This event must not be confused with the Second Advent, the final resurrection, Israel’s
national restoration, or the judgment of the nations. At the Rapture, Christ gathers His
Churchinto the air; at the Second Advent, He returns with His saints to the earth. At the
Rapture, bodies are transformed and believers are comforted; at the Second Advent,
armies are destroyed, nations are judged, Israel beholds her King, and Christ takes David’s
throne. The Rapture concludes the Church’s present earthly pilgrimage; the Second Advent
concludes Daniel’s seventieth week and opens the visible kingdom. Collapsing these
events into one arrival produces a prophetic traffic pileup in which the bride is returning
with Christ before she ever left to meet Him. God’s calendar is not confused merely
because theologians stack every appointment into the same square.

1. The Mystery Is Not Resurrection but Escape From Death

The Old Testament saints understood that God would raise the dead. Job’s confidence
reached beyond bodily decay to personal, bodily sight of his Redeemer. Isaiah 26:19
declared, “Thy dead men shall live, together with my dead body shall they arise.” Daniel 12
spoke of those who sleep in the dust awakening. Jesus repeatedly taught resurrection
during His earthly ministry, and John 5:28-29 foretold the dead hearing His voice and
coming forth. By the time Paul wrote 1 Corinthians, resurrection was no theological novelty.
The Sadducees denied it, but their denial did not turn it into a mystery. They also denied
angels and spirits, proving that religious education can produce a man who knows less
after graduation than he knew before enrolling.



The mystery in 1 Corinthians 15:51 is that “We shall not all sleep.” Scripture often uses
sleep as a description of the believer’s dead body, not the unconscious condition of his
soul. When Stephen died, Acts 7:60 says, “he fell asleep,” yet his departing spirit was
consciously entrusted to Christ. Paul said in Philippians 1:23 that to depart was “to be with
Christ; which is far better.” Second Corinthians 5:8 describes being “absent from the body”
and “present with the Lord.” The body sleeps in the grave because it will awaken at
resurrection; the saved soul does not lie unconscious inside a coffin waiting for Gabriel to
knock on the lid. Soul sleep is another case of a figure of speech being dragged beyond its
biblical address until it breaks the furniture.

One generation will remain physically alive when Christ descends. Those believers will not
die and then be immediately resurrected. They will be changed without passing through
death. Their mortal bodies will put on immortality while they are living. The transformation
will be as complete as resurrection but without the cemetery in between. Enoch supplied
an Old Testament picture when “God took him,” and Hebrews 11:5 says he “was translated
that he should not see death.” Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. Those individual
translations furnished shadows, but Paul reveals an event involving the entire living portion
of Christ’s body. Death has never missed a whole generation before. It will miss this one
because the Lord of life will interrupt its route.

2. The Dead in Christ Will Rise Before the Living Depart

First Thessalonians 4 was written to comfort believers grieving over saved loved ones who
had died. Paul did not want them “ignorant” or sorrowing “even as others which have no
hope.” Their sorrow was real, but it was not hopeless. Christian hope does not forbid tears;
it tells tears where the grave ends. Paul bases everything upon the historical gospel: “For if
we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God
bring with him.” Christ’s resurrection guarantees the resurrection of His people. The Head
cannot remain alive for ever while His body lies permanently in a cemetery. When He
comes for the Church, He brings the departed saints with Him and raises their bodies to
incorruption.

“The dead in Christ shall rise first.” That phrase defines the company involved. These are
not merely all righteous dead from every dispensation indiscriminately piled into one
resurrection because somebody dislikes distinctions. They are those “in Christ,” members
of the body joined to Him during the present dispensation. God has an order to His
resurrection program. First Corinthians 15:23 says, “But every man in his own order: Christ
the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ’s at his coming.” Revelation 20 speaks of
resurrection connected with Tribulation martyrs before the Millennium, and the
resurrection of the lost occurs before the Great White Throne. The Bible reveals stages and



companies, not one general resurrection in which saved and lost rise simultaneously for a
universal courtroom scene. “Every man in his own order” is inconvenient only to theology
that arrived without an order.

After the dead in Christ rise, “we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds.” The living do not receive an advantage over the dead, and the
dead do not enter glory without the living. The divided Church on earth and in heaven is
reunited bodily in the air. Graves empty, living bodies change, saints gather, and Christ
receives His entire body to Himself. Funeral separation reaches its expiration date. Every
believer who stood beside a casket and heard the preacher read 1 Thessalonians 4 has
divine authority to know that the cemetery is temporary storage, not the final residence.
The grave owns no believer. It merely rents the body until the Landlord arrives.

3. The Change Will Occur in the Twinkling of an Eye

First Corinthians 15:52 says the transformation will occur “In a moment, in the twinkling of
an eye.” God does not require a gradual evolutionary process to prepare the believer’s body
for glory. He does not need centuries, laboratory assistance, genetic modification, artificial
intelligence, medical enhancement, or a transhumanist engineer with a government grant.
The Creator who formed Adam from dust can transform every living believer and raise every
dead member of Christ’s body faster than an eye can flash. Modern man dreams of
defeating death by merging flesh with machinery; Christ will conquer mortality with a
command. The scientists will still be sketching mechanical wings when the Church is
already in the clouds.

The change is necessary because “flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God;
neither doth corruption inherit incorruption.” The believer’s present body remains
connected with Adam’s fallen creation. It tires, weakens, suffers, ages, and returns to dust.
Salvation presently redeems the soul and spirit and places the believer into Christ, but
Romans 8:23 says we still wait for “the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.” The
body was purchased at Calvary, indwelt by the Spirit, and claimed by God, yet its physical
redemption awaits the appointed moment. The Christian is saved completely in position
while awaiting the final transformation of the vessel. God does not abandon the body as
worthless packaging. He redeems the whole man.

The dead put on incorruption; the living put on immortality. Corruption concerns bodies
that have entered death and decay, while mortality concerns bodies still living under
death’s sentence. God has the proper garment for both conditions. The buried saint
receives incorruption, and the living saint receives immortality. Disease, age, weakness,
deformity, pain, and decay surrender to resurrection power. Philippians 3:21 says Christ



“shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body.” The
Rapture is not merely a change of location from earth to heaven. It is a change of condition
from weakness to glory, mortality to immortality, corruption to incorruption, and
humiliation to likeness with Christ.

4. The Rapture and Second Advent Are Different Appointments

At the Rapture, believers meet Christ “in the air.” At the Second Advent, His feet stand upon
the mount of Olives, as Zechariah 14:4 foretells. At the Rapture, Christ comes for His
saints; at the Second Advent, He comes with them. First Thessalonians 4 describes saints
caught up to Christ, while Revelation 19 describes heaven opening and the armies in
heaven following Him upon white horses. Colossians 3:4 says, “When Christ, who is our
life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.” The Church must first be
gathered to Him before she can later appear with Him. A bride cannot accompany the
Bridegroom from heaven if she has remained on earth waiting for the same trip.

The purposes of the two events also differ. The Rapture transforms the Church and
completes her earthly pilgrimage. Its language is reunion, resurrection, change, comfort,
and everlasting presence with the Lord. The Second Advent is associated with wrath,
warfare, national judgment, Israel’s deliverance, Satan’s binding, and the establishment of
Christ’s kingdom. Revelation 19 presents Christ with eyes as a flame of fire, many crowns,
a sharp sword proceeding from His mouth, and garments dipped in blood. Zechariah 14
describes the Lord fighting against the nations. Matthew 25 presents Him sitting upon the
throne of His glory and judging the gathered nations. That is not the meeting in the air
described to comfort grieving Christians. One scene resembles a Bridegroom gathering His
bride; the other resembles a conquering King arriving to take possession.

The signs surrounding the events differ as well. The Second Advent follows identifiable
Tribulation events: the rise of the beast, the abomination of desolation, cosmic
disturbances, worldwide persecution, and the gathering of armies. The Church, however, is
told to wait for Christ Himself. Philippians 3:20 says, “from whence also we look for the
Saviour.” Titus 2:13 describes believers as “Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious
appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.” If the Church must first identify
the Antichrist, enter Daniel’s seventieth week, refuse the mark, survive the trumpet
judgments, count seven vials, and watch Jerusalem surrounded, then she is not looking for
Christ. She is looking for the entire Tribulation calendar to clear His schedule.

5. The Church Is Delivered Before the Time of Wrath

First Thessalonians 1:10 describes believers waiting for God’s Son from heaven, “even
Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come.” First Thessalonians 5:9 states, “For God



hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ.” The
Tribulation is not merely an unpleasant stretch of human history produced by political
incompetence. Itis the day of the Lord, the time of Jacob’s trouble, and the outpouring of
divine wrath upon a Christ-rejecting world. Revelation repeatedly identifies its judgments
with the wrath of God and the Lamb. The Church has already been justified from wrath
through Christ and is not appointed to enter the prophetic period designed for Israel and
the nations. The Judge does not pour judicial wrath upon the body of the One who bore that
wrath at Calvary.

Revelation 3:10 contains Christ’s promise to the faithful church: “l also will keep thee from
the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world.” He does not merely promise
preservation through individual judgments but deliverance “from the hour”—the time
period itself. That hour comes upon “all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.”
Earth-dwellers form a characteristic class in Revelation, while the Church’s citizenship is in
heaven. The Church is not promised a heavily reinforced basement during the hour of trial.
She is promised removal from the hour. Noah was preserved through the Flood because his
history typifies another setting, but Enoch was translated before judgment fell. God knows
the difference between preserving a remnant through wrath and removing a heavenly body
before it begins.

Daniel’s seventieth week is determined upon Daniel’s people and Daniel’s holy city.
Jeremiah 30:7 calls it “the time of Jacob’s trouble.” Israel, Jerusalem, covenant, temple,
sacrifice, abomination, and national deliverance dominate the prophetic setting. The
Church is not Jacob, the body of Christ is not Daniel’s people, and a Gentile congregation is
not Jerusalem merely because a preacher owns a large wall map. Forcing the Church into
Israel’s seventieth week is the inevitable result of confusing prophecy with mystery. Once
Israel and the Church are mixed, the prophetic calendar resembles a plate of spaghetti
dropped down the stairs. Right division allows the Church to be removed according to her
heavenly hope while God resumes His dealings with Israel according to the prophets.

6. The Doctrine Is Biblical, Not a Modern Emergency Exit

Critics often dismiss the pretribulational Rapture by claiming it is a recent invention. The
argument sounds impressive until somebody opens a Bible. First Corinthians 15 and 1
Thessalonians 4 were written centuries before modern dispensational teachers, prophecy
conferences, study Bibles, or theological systems. Paul did not receive the mystery from
John Nelson Darby, a Scottish visionary, an American publisher, or a nervous
fundamentalist hiding beneath a conference table. He received it by revelation from Jesus
Christ. Before anyone drew a dispensational chart, Paul had already written, “We shall not



all sleep, but we shall all be changed.” Before critics learned the phrase “secret Rapture,”
the Holy Ghost had already written, “shall be caught up.”

A doctrine’s truth is determined by Scripture, not by the date historians claim someone first
arranged it systematically. Justification by faith remained true during centuries when
religious systems buried it beneath works. The authority of Scripture remained true while
church institutions chained Bibles and sold indulgences. A truth does not begin existing
when theologians rediscover it. Men lose truth, neglect truth, suppress truth, and later
recover truth from the same Book that preserved it all along. If historical popularity
determines doctrine, then Israel’s idolatry would have made Baal legitimate whenever his
worshippers outnumbered Elijah. Truth has never taken a majority vote without being
crucified by the results.

The English word “Rapture” need not appear in the King James Bible for the doctrine to
stand, because the event is described plainly by the words “caught up.” The term
summarizes the biblical action; it does not create it. The word “Trinity” likewise does not
appear, yet the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost are named unmistakably. Critics who demand
the English label while ignhoring the inspired description are checking the mailbox for a
package already sitting on the porch. Furthermore, the Rapture is not secret in the sense of
being silent. The Lord descends “with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the
trump of God.” The departure is sudden, but heaven is not tiptoeing. The world may fail to
understand what occurred, but the Church will not need a hearing aid.

7.The Blessed Hope Is a Person, Not a Prophetic Panic Room

Paul calls the coming of Christ “that blessed hope.” The Church’s hope is not the Antichrist,
the beast system, the mark, a rebuilt temple, nuclear war, economic collapse, or the latest
international agreement presented by breathless prophecy salesmen as the final covenant
before lunch. Those events have their prophetic places, but none is the believer’s blessed
hope. The Church waits for Jesus Christ. First Corinthians 1:7 describes believers as
“waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” First Thessalonians 1:10 says they “wait
for his Son from heaven.” The object of Christian expectation is a Person. The believer is not
waiting for history to become sufficiently horrible before Christ is permitted to act.

That expectation produces holiness and service rather than passivity. First John 3:3 says,
“And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.” Paul
concludes the great resurrection chapter with, “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye
stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord.” The Rapture does not tell
Christians to stare at the clouds while ignoring their responsibilities. It tells them time is
short, labor matters, bodies will be redeemed, and nothing done for Christ is wasted. A



man expecting his Lord does not need less faithfulness; he needs more. Prophecy properly
believed puts work gloves on hope.

The doctrine also comforts grieving saints. Paul ends 1 Thessalonians 4 with, “Wherefore
comfort one another with these words.” A system that replaces the Rapture with the
prospect of the Church enduring the beast’s reign has exchanged Paul’s comfort for a
survival course. The inspired comfort is that saved loved ones are with Christ, their bodies
will rise, living believers will be changed, the separated will be reunited, and together they
will meet the Lord. The reunion centers upon Him: “and so shall we ever be with the Lord.”
Heaven’s greatest attraction is not streets of gold, gates of pearl, restored health, or
reunion with family, glorious though such matters are. The treasure of the Rapture is the
same treasure of salvation—Jesus Christ Himself.

Conclusion

The mystery disclosed in 1 Corinthians 15 is that not every believer will die. One generation
will remain alive until the Lord descends, and that generation will be changed without
entering a grave. The dead in Christ will rise incorruptible, the living will put on immortality,
and both companies will be caught up together to meet Christ in the air. The transformation
will occur in a moment, before corruption can protest and before mortality can file an
appeal. Death has ruled the cemetery since Adam, but it has never held the title deed.
Christ entered death’s territory, broke its authority through resurrection, and will return to
empty the portion belonging to His body.

The Rapture is distinct from the Second Advent and occurs before Daniel’s seventieth week
pours divine wrath upon the world. The Church is waiting for her Head, not Israel’s
Antichrist; for a meeting in the air, not the battle at Jerusalem; for bodily transformation, not
the abomination of desolation; for the blessed hope, not the time of Jacob’s trouble. Christ
will first gather His Church, complete the body, and bring His saints to Himself. He will later
return with those saints, deliver Israel, destroy the beast, judge the nations, and occupy
David’s throne. Two phases, two settings, two purposes, one glorious Lord. Right division
does not create two comings; it prevents men from making one prophetic collision.

The generation alive at that moment will witness the greatest interruption in human history.
Workers will leave their tools, believers will vanish from sickbeds, saints will rise from every
place where Christian dust was laid, and the entire body will gather around its Head. The
world may continue explaining, investigating, denying, and inventing excuses, but the
Church will already be home. We are not waiting for death to win slowly. We are waiting for
Christ to interrupt it suddenly. The grave has swallowed generations, but when the trumpet



sounds, death itself will be swallowed up in victory. One day death will reach for the
Church—and close its hand on air.

8 of 10 - The Mysteries Revealed in the New Testament - The Man of Sin Is Already
Casting His Shadow

Key Passage: 2 Thessalonians 2:3-8

“Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a
falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; Who opposeth and
exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God
sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God. Remember ye not, that, when |
was yet with you, | told you these things? And now ye know what withholdeth that he might
be revealed in his time. For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now
letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way. And then shall that Wicked be revealed,
whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the
brightness of his coming.”

Introduction

The Antichrist will not appear in a vacuum. He will step onto a stage that has been built,
furnished, wired, lighted, and rehearsed long before the curtain rises. Second
Thessalonians 2:7 says, “For the mystery of iniquity doth already work.” Paul wrote those
words in the first century, which means the machinery of final rebellion was operating
before modern governments, electronic communication, global banking, artificial
intelligence, biometric identification, surveillance networks, or international institutions
existed. Those things may furnish future tools, but the mystery itself is spiritual and
ancient. Its engine is Satanic rebellion; its fuel is human pride; its destination is the worship
of a counterfeit king. The man of sin is still future, but the spirit of the system that will
welcome him has been active since Eden. History is hot wandering aimlessly through
random cycles. Beneath its empires, religions, revolutions, philosophies, wars,
technologies, and peace movements runs a dark current flowing toward one final man who
will offer mankind everything it claims to want—unity without truth, peace without Christ,
prosperity without righteousness, religion without God, and power without accountability.

Iniquity rarely enters civilization wearing horns, carrying a pitchfork, and introducing itself
as organized rebellion against the Almighty. If it did, even a half-awake church member
might recognize it before the offering. It arrives in respectable clothing. It speaks of



progress, enlightenment, unity, safety, inclusion, peace, and the common good. It assures
men that no truth must be denied outright—only softened, broadened, redefined,
privatized, and eventually treated as dangerous. It persuades people to surrender one
conviction at a time in exchange for comfort. The devil does not always demand the whole
house on his first visit. He asks to store one suitcase in the hallway, then moves the
furniture after the owner becomes accustomed to his presence. By the time open
blasphemy occupies the throne, generations have already been trained to mistake
compromise for compassion and submission for peace. The beast system will not need to
invent a new human nature. It will merely give fallen human nature a worldwide
administration.

The mystery of iniquity must be distinguished from the future man of sin. The mystery is
already working; the man is not yet revealed. One is the hidden operation, the other its final
public embodiment. One prepares the world, the other takes the throne prepared for him.
Second Thessalonians 2 says a restraining power presently prevents his full unveiling.
When that restraint is removed according to God’s timetable, “then shall that Wicked be
revealed.” The Antichrist does not arrive whenever Satan prefers. Hell remains on a leash,
and God holds the other end. Satan may scheme, nations may assemble, secret
combinations may bargain, apostate religion may polish the crown, and technology may
build the control room, but the final man cannot step forward until heaven allows the
appointed hour. The devil is not directing history from a throne. He is running through a
corridor whose doors God opens and closes.

1. The Mystery Began With a Question Beside a Forbidden Tree

The mystery of iniquity begins visibly in Eden, where the serpent attacked God’s word
before attacking God’s authority. Genesis 3:1 records the opening question: “Yea, hath God
said?” Satan did not begin by telling Eve there was no God. He began by revising what God
had said. The first step toward the beast’s kingdom was a conversation about the reliability
of divine words. Once the authority of God’s statement became negotiable, the command
became optional, the warning became exaggerated, and rebellion could be sold as
enlightenment. Every apostate system follows the same route. It does not have to destroy
every Bible if it can convince men that no Bible is final, no wording is certain, no doctrine is
settled, and no command is binding until a scholar approves the translation. The serpent’s
first pulpit was a tree, his first sermon questioned the text, and his first convert became a
critic of the word.

Satan then contradicted God directly: “Ye shall not surely die.” God had said death; the
serpent preached continued life. God had pronounced judgment; the serpent reinterpreted
the warning. Behind the denial stood a greater offer: “ye shall be as gods.” The central



dream of iniquity is not freedom from religion but freedom from the true God so man may
enthrone himself. Every humanistic philosophy, occult initiation, political absolutism,
evolutionary mythology, and technological dream of self-created immortality carries some
version of Eden’s promise. Man wants knowledge without obedience, life without the Life-
giver, dominion without submission, and godhood without holiness. He does not object to
deity as long as he sees his own face in the mirror.

The first lie therefore contains the genetic code of the final beast system. God’s word is
questioned, God’s judgment is denied, and man is promised exaltation. Second
Thessalonians 2 brings the sequence to maturity when the man of sin exalts himself “above
allthat is called God” and sits in the temple “shewing himself that he is God.” The whisper
beneath Eden’s tree becomes a worldwide announcement from Jerusalem. “Ye shall be as
gods” culminates in one man publicly claiming the place of God while mankind worships
the achievement. The Antichrist will not introduce a foreign desire into humanity. He will
personify the desire Adam’s race has carried since the serpent offered a stolen crown.

2. Babel Turned Private Rebellion Into a World System

After the Flood, mankind gathered upon the plain of Shinar and declared, “Go to, let us
build us a city and a tower.” Genesis 11:4 reveals the spirit behind the project: “let us make
us a name,” and “let us” prevent being scattered abroad. God had commanded mankind to
replenish the earth, but organized humanity preferred concentration, centralization,
uniformity, and a monument to its own greatness. Babel was more than an ambitious
construction project. It was rebellion organized into civilization. Men shared one language,
one purpose, one city, and one determination to establish unity against God’s command.
The bricks were human, the mortar was pride, and the architect was the spirit that later
builds Babylon.

Nimrod stands near the beginning of this organized kingdom. Genesis 10:8-10 says, “he
began to be a mighty one in the earth,” identifies him as “a mighty hunter before the LORD,”
and states, “the beginning of his kingdom was Babel.” Human power consolidated into one
ruler, one kingdom, and one rebellious center supplies an early pattern of the final system.
The beast of Revelation will likewise combine political authority, religious worship, military
power, commercial control, and blasphemous self-exaltation. Babel was the seedling; the
beast’s kingdom will be the full-grown tree. The names change from age to age, but the old
bricks keep turning up in the foundation.

God interrupted Babel by confounding the languages and scattering the people. That
judgment restrained centralized rebellion, divided nations, and prevented humanity from
completing its united project. Acts 17:26 says God “hath made of one blood all nations of



men” and “hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their
habitation.” Biblical nations and boundaries do not originate merely in political evolution;
they serve a restraining purpose within fallen history. The final kingdom will attempt to
overcome those divisions and gather mankind beneath one economic, political, and
religious authority. It will promise to heal Babel while actually finishing Babel’s rebellion.
Human unity without God is not brotherhood. It is organized mutiny with a public-relations
department.

3. The Spirit of Antichrist Was Working Before the Antichrist Appeared

First John 2:18 says, “Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist
shall come, even now are there many antichrists.” John distinguishes the coming individual
from the many antichrists already operating. Verse 22 defines the liar as one “that denieth
that Jesus is the Christ” and adds, “He is antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son.”
The spirit of antichrist works wherever the identity, deity, authority, incarnation, atonement,
resurrection, or exclusive lordship of Jesus Christ is denied. It can work through outright
atheism, but it often prefers religion. A religious system may retain Christ’s name while
replacing His person, preserve His cross as jewelry while denying its sufficiency, and call
Him Lord while placing another authority above His words.

First John 4:3 says, “every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christis come in the flesh is
not of God,” and identifies this as “that spirit of antichrist.” The final Antichrist will be a
counterfeit Christ, so the preparation for him requires confusion about the true One. Satan
produces false Christs, reduced Christs, sacramental Christs, created Christs, political
Christs, universalist Christs, and sentimental Christs who never judge anyone. The world is
willing to tolerate a Jesus who blesses human ambitions and remains safely framed in
stained glass. It hates the Jesus who says, “l am the way, the truth, and the life: no man
cometh unto the Father, but by me.” A counterfeit king needs counterfeit theology to clear
the throne.

The spirit of antichrist also operates “against” Christ and “instead of” Christ. Satan
opposes the true Lord while manufacturing substitutes that absorb worship intended for
Him. Human institutions claim mediatorial authority; religious leaders assume titles
belonging to Christ; states demand moral allegiance exceeding God’s law; philosophies
redefine salvation as social progress; and technology is advertised as a coming substitute
for resurrection, omniscience, and eternal life. None of these things is automatically the
Antichrist, and careless prophecy teachers should stop placing “666” on every new
appliance with a power button. But the direction is unmistakable whenever human power
imitates divine attributes while rejecting divine authority. Counterfeit glory is still theft,
even when the thief wears a laboratory coat.



4. Iniquity Builds Its Throne With Respectable Compromises

The word “iniquity” involves lawlessness—the rejection of rightful authority and the desire
to establish another standard. Satan does not need every man to become an open devil
worshipper. He needs men to accept the principle that truth is flexible, authority is
negotiable, morality is constructed, and human welfare outranks divine command. Once
those foundations are laid, open rebellion can be introduced as responsible policy. Isaiah
5:20 warns against those who “call evil good, and good evil,” who “put darkness for light,
and light for darkness.” The mystery of iniquity changes labels before it changes laws. By
the time the law changes, the vocabulary has already trained people to applaud.

The system advances through small concessions because conscience becomes
accustomed to each surrender. A preacher avoids one offensive doctrine to preserve
attendance. A school removes one biblical principle to maintain funding. A government
restricts one liberty for temporary safety. A church adjusts one word to remain respectable.
A family permits one corruption to avoid conflict. None of these moments looks like the
enthronement of Antichrist, yet every surrender teaches men that truth may be traded
when the price is convenient. Compromise never announces the destination printed on its
ticket. It simply asks the passenger to remain seated for one more stop.

This is why the final beast will present himself as a solution before revealing himself as a
tyrant. Daniel 8:25 says, “by peace shall destroy many.” First Thessalonians 5:3 warns, “For
when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them.” The
Antichrist will not initially market himself with fire, chains, and mass graves. He will offer
order amid chaos, unity amid division, stability amid economic fear, and answers amid
religious confusion. The world will not be dragged unwillingly into every stage of his system.
Much of it will cheer because he promises to repair problems the mystery of iniquity helped
create. The devil starts the fire, arrives wearing a fireman’s helmet, and sends mankind a
bill for the water.

5. Apostate Religion Will Prepare the Altar for the Beast

Second Thessalonians 2:3 says there will come “a falling away” connected with the
revelation of the man of sin. Apostasy is not paganism remaining pagan; it is departure
from truth once professed. The professing church does not need to adopt Satanism by
name to serve the mystery of iniquity. It only needs to abandon biblical authority, deny the
exclusivity of Christ, replace the gospel with social improvement, and redefine unity as
fellowship without doctrine. An apostate church can keep crosses on the walls while
removing the offence of the cross from its preaching. It can sing about Jesus while denying



the blood, the new birth, hell, judgment, and His bodily return. A corpse can retain its
clothes after the life is gone.

The coming world religion will praise tolerance while tolerating everything except the
exclusive claims of the true Christ. Revelation 17 pictures a woman arrayed in purple and
scarlet, decked with gold and precious stones, holding a golden cup filled with
abominations. She possesses wealth, political relationships, religious splendor, and blood
upon her hands. The world sees the gold; God sees what is in the cup. Apostate religion
always invests heavily in appearance because truth would expose the interior. It builds high
ceilings to distract from low doctrine and covers a dead altar with enough gold to make
decay look ceremonial.

This false religious system will eventually support the beast and help direct worship toward
him. Revelation 13 describes the second beast causing the earth to worship the first and
enforcing allegiance through economic control. Political power and religious deception
become partners. The state supplies coercion; false religion supplies moral legitimacy.
One builds the image; the other persuades the conscience to bow. History has repeatedly
shown what happens when priestcraft and political power share the same bed—the people
wake up in chains while both institutions claim divine approval. The final union will not be a
historical accident. It will be the wedding ceremony toward which the mystery of iniquity
has been sending invitations for centuries.

6. The Restrainer Prevents the Final Man From Appearing Early

Second Thessalonians 2:6 says, “And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be
revealed in his time.” Verse 7 adds, “only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of
the way.” In the King James Bible, “letteth” here means restrains or hinders. Something and
Someone presently hold back the full unveiling of the man of sin. Government alone
cannot be the ultimate restrainer because government will eventually become part of the
beast’s system. Human law cannot restrain him finally because he is the embodiment of
lawlessness. Angels exercise restraining ministries, but the passage points beyond
impersonalinfluence to “he who now letteth.” The ultimate restraining power is the Holy
Ghost operating through the presence of the body of Christ in the world.

The Church is indwelt and sealed by the Spirit, commissioned to preach the gospel,
preserve truth, expose darkness, and stand as salt in a corrupting world. Salt does not
convert meat into a living animal; it restrains decay. Light does not negotiate with darkness;
it exposes it. Even a compromised Church exerts restraint simply because the gospel
remains in the earth and millions of believers carry the indwelling Spirit. When Christ
catches away His body, that unique restraining presence is removed from its present



position. The Holy Ghost does not cease to be omnipresent or stop working during the
Tribulation. He will convict, empower withesses, and operate according to God’s prophetic
purpose. But His present dispensational ministry through the indwelt body will no longer
occupy the same place.

“And then shall that Wicked be revealed.” The order matters. The Church is not waiting for
the Antichrist to unveil himself so believers can begin counting backward from seven years.
The restrainer’s removal clears the way for the man of sin. This agrees with the Church’s
hope of waiting for Christ rather than the beast. The Antichrist may be alive before the
Rapture, or he may not; Scripture does not provide his birth certificate, photograph,
nationality application, or social-media profile. Every generation of prophecy
sensationalists has nominated candidates, sold books, and watched the nominee die
before the theory did. The Bible tells us enough to recognize the program without giving the
Church permission to spend its time playing “Name That Antichrist.”

7. The Man of Sin Will Claim the Throne and Meet the True King

When restraint is removed, the man of sin will be revealed as “the son of perdition.” That
title appears elsewhere in John 17:12 concerning Judas Iscariot, a man into whom Satan
entered. The connection is dark and deliberate. The final Antichrist will be a real man
uniquely energized, controlled, and empowered by Satan. Second Thessalonians 2:9 says
his coming is “after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders.”
Revelation 13 says the dragon gives the beast “his power, and his seat, and great authority.”
The beast will not merely be a clever politician who reads the polling data correctly. He will
be hell’s masterpiece, Satan’s counterfeit messiah, and fallen mankind’s answer to the Son
of God.

He will “exalt himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped” and sit “in the
temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.” This is the abomination of desolation
connected with Daniel’s prophecy and Christ’s warning in Matthew 24. The man who
initially confirms a covenant and presents himself as a peacemaker will reveal the
blasphemy beneath the diplomacy. His program will move from cooperation to worship,
from unity to submission, and from economic order to compulsory allegiance. Revelation
13 connects worship of the beast with the mark controlling buying and selling. The world
will discover too late that the system built for convenience was also built for obedience.
Every chain is easier to install when first advertised as a bracelet.

The Antichrist’s reign will be spectacular, global, blasphemous—and short. Second
Thessalonians 2:8 says the Lord will “consume” him “with the spirit of his mouth” and
“destroy” him “with the brightness of his coming.” Revelation 19 shows the beast and false



prophet taken and cast alive into the lake of fire. Christ does not struggle against him
through several chapters of uncertain combat. The false king collapses before the arrival of
the true One. The beast possesses armies, commerce, propaganda, religious worship,
satanic power, and worldwide authority; Christ has to show up. The brightness that
comforts the saints becomes destruction to the counterfeit.

Conclusion

The mystery of iniquity has been working since the serpent questioned God’s word in Eden.
It appeared in Cain’s defiance, Babel’s centralization, Nimrod’s kingdom, pagan empires,
apostate religion, false doctrine, human philosophy, political idolatry, and every system
that promises man the place of God. Yet none of those manifestations is the final man of
sin. They are shadows cast backward from the coming figure, tributaries feeding the last
river of rebellion, and preliminary rehearsals for the final performance. The mystery works
secretly until God permits the man to appear openly. Hell can prepare the throne, but
heaven controls the unveiling.

The believer must therefore reject both blindness and sensationalism. We should
recognize the direction of apostasy without stamping the mark of the beast upon every
technological development, political leader, international agreement, barcode,
identification system, or electronic gadget. Technology is a tool; the mystery of iniquity
supplies the purpose, and the beast will eventually supply the authority. The danger does
not begin when a machine becomes powerful. It begins when men reject truth, worship
convenience, surrender conscience, and ask centralized power to save them from
consequences their rebellion produced. A cage does not become safe because the door
opens electronically.

The Church is not waiting for the man of sin. We are waiting for the Son of God from
heaven. The mystery of iniquity works, but so does the power of the gospel. Darkness
spreads, but the word of God is not bound. The beast’s throne is being furnished, but
Christ’s throne was established before the world began. Satan is preparing one counterfeit
king for a few violent years; God has already crowned the eternal King who will reign for
ever. When Jesus Christ returns in glory, the world’s most impressive rebel will perish
before the brightness of His coming. The man of sin may cast a long shadow, but a shadow
survives only until the Light arrives.

9 of 10 - The Mysteries Revealed in the New Testament - When God Stepped Into Flesh
and Walked Among Liars



Key Passage: 1 Timothy 3:16

“And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh,
justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world,
received up into glory.”

Introduction

The mystery of godliness begins with one of the plainest and most magnificent declarations
ever placed into human language: “God was manifest in the flesh.” Not a god, not an angel
promoted beyond his original rank, not an unusually enlightened rabbi, not the first
creature God manufactured before beginning the rest of creation, and not a moral reformer
whose admirers later exaggerated His importance. God was manifest in the flesh. The
Creator walked through His own creation wearing the flesh of the creature. The One who
spoke light into existence entered a world darkened by sin. The One who formed Adam
from the dust accepted a body prepared in the womb of a virgin. The One whom the heaven
of heavens cannot contain slept in a manger, walked dusty roads, became hungry, felt
weariness, wept beside a tomb, allowed liars to accuse Him, permitted soldiers to strike
Him, and finally yielded His body upon a cross. The wonder of Bethlehem is not that a
remarkable child was born. The wonder is that the eternal God entered human history
without ceasing for one instant to be what He eternally was.

Paul calls this truth “without controversy” while modern theology has turned it into a
theological wrestling match involving footnotes, alternate readings, philosophical
qualifications, and enough verbal smoke to conceal an elephant in the sanctuary. The King
James Bible says “God.” Many modern versions replace that mountain of a word with a
pronoun—“He” or “He who”—and then assure the reader that nothing important has
changed. Of course nothing has changed, except the direct declaration that the Person
manifested in flesh was God. The new wording may still be interpreted in harmony with
Christ’s deity when placed beside other passages, but the inspired sword has been
exchanged for a butter knife at the very verse where the deity of Christ is stated without
apology. “God” identifies the subject; “he” sends the reader searching for an antecedent.
That is not greater clarity. It is theological vandalism performed by men who remove a load-
bearing beam and then praise the additional floor space.

The mystery of godliness stands as the divine opposite of the mystery of iniquity. In the
mystery of iniquity, sinful man exalts himself and claims to be God. In the mystery of
godliness, God humbles Himself and becomes man without ceasing to be God. The
Antichrist climbs from corruption toward a stolen throne; Jesus Christ descends from glory
to a servant’s cross. One demands worship and destroys men; the Other deserves worship



and dies to save them. One performs lying wonders to conceal his wickedness; the Other
lives in perfect holiness and is vindicated by the Spirit. One rises politically through
deception; the Other rises bodily from the dead. The contrast could not be sharper. Satan’s
counterfeit is man pretending to be God. God’s revelation is God truly manifest in flesh.
Every religion, philosophy, cult, and theological system eventually reaches this dividing
line. If it gets Jesus Christ wrong, everything else it gets right is only polished brass on a
sinking ship.

1. The King James Bible Names the One Manifested in Flesh

First Timothy 3:16 does not begin with uncertainty. “Without controversy” means the
matter stands confessed, settled, and beyond legitimate dispute within the faith. Paul is
not introducing a tentative possibility for a committee to study over the next century. He
presents a foundational confession of the Church: “God was manifest in the flesh.” The
verse contains six great declarations—manifest in flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of
angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, and received up into glory—
but the identity of the subject governs every clause. Who was manifest? God. Who was
justified in the Spirit? God manifest in flesh. Who was seen of angels, preached among
Gentiles, believed on in the world, and received into glory? The same Person: Jesus Christ,
God the Son.

The attack upon the word “God” is therefore not a quarrel over an insignificant syllable. It
touches the identity of Christ at the opening of the confession. Modern criticism commonly
offers “he who was manifested in the flesh,” and then insists that the context still points to
Christ. It may, but the King James Bible does more than point. It names Him. A road sign
saying “He lives here” is not as definite as a sign bearing the Owner’s name. The change
does not automatically erase every biblical proof of Christ’s deity, because the Book
contains more than enough elsewhere to bury every Arian, Unitarian, Socinian, Jehovah’s
Witness, Mormon, liberal, and theological ventriloquist under an avalanche of verses. But
weakening one witness because other witnesses remain is poor courtroom practice and
worse Bible handling.

The preserved reading harmonizes perfectly with the rest of Scripture. John 1:1 says, “the
Word was God,” and verse 14 says, “the Word was made flesh.” First Timothy 3:16 places
those truths into one declaration: “God was manifest in the flesh.” Matthew 1:23 calls the
virgin-born child “Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.” Titus 2:13 calls
Jesus Christ “the great God and our Saviour.” Hebrews 1:8 records the Father addressing
the Son: “Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever.” Colossians 2:9 says, “For in him dwelleth
all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.” Scripture does not whisper Christ’s deity behind a



curtain. It announces it from Genesis to Revelation and nails it into 1 Timothy 3:16 with one
unambiguous word: “God.”

2. The Eternal Word Did Not Begin at Bethlehem

Jesus Christ existed before His conception in Mary’s womb. John 1:1 does not say the Word
came into existence in the beginning. It says, “In the beginning was the Word.” When the
beginning began, the Word already was. He was “with God,” establishing personal
distinction, and He “was God,” establishing divine essence. Verse 3 adds, “All things were
made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.” If all created things
were made by Christ, Christ cannot belong to the class of created things. He cannot create
Himself, exist before Himself, or be both the first item manufactured and the Manufacturer
of everything manufactured. The cultist’s created Christ dies before John finishes his third
verse.

Christ declared His preexistence directly. In John 8:58, He told the Jews, “Before Abraham
was, | am.” He did not say, “Before Abraham was, | was,” as though He were merely older
than the patriarch. He used the divine expression “l am,” identifying Himself with the self-
existent One revealed to Moses. The response proves His hearers understood the claim:
“Then took they up stones to cast at him.” They did not attempt to stone Him because He
claimed to have known Abraham personally. They recognized a claim to deity. In John 17:5,
Christ prayed, “glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which | had with thee
before the world was.” Before the world existed, the Son shared glory with the Father.
Bethlehem marks His manifestation in flesh, not His beginning.

Micah 5:2 foretold that the ruler born in Bethlehem possessed “goings forth” that were
“from of old, from everlasting.” Isaiah 9:6 described the promised child as “The mighty
God” and “The everlasting Father,” while distinguishing His birth as a child from His eternal
divine identity. The human body began in Mary’s womb; the eternal Son did not. Mary was
the mother of Jesus according to His humanity, not the origin of the eternal Godhead. God
did not begin when Mary gave birth, and heaven did not acquire a new deity through a
Jewish maiden. Mariolatry takes the woman chosen by grace and inflates her until she
overshadows the Son she called “God my Saviour.” Scripture honors Mary as blessed
among women; religion turns her into a fourth member of a Trinity that never requested an
addition.

3. God Became Man Without Ceasing to Be God

John 1:14 declares, “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us.” The incarnation
was not God pretending to be human, temporarily inhabiting an unreal body, or projecting a
visible form while remaining untouched by actual humanity. The Word was made flesh.



Hebrews 2:14 says, “Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he
also himself likewise took part of the same.” Christ possessed a genuine human body,
human soul, and human spirit. He hungered, thirsted, slept, wept, grew weary, felt pain,
and died physically. Yet His true humanity did not diminish His full deity. He was not fifty
percent God and fifty percent man, like a theological mixture divided down the middle. He
was fully God and fully man in one Person.

Philippians 2:6 says Christ was “in the form of God” and “thought it not robbery to be equal
with God.” He then “made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a
servant.” He did not empty Himself of deity, surrender divine nature, or cease possessing
the attributes of God. The One in the form of God took the form of a servant. Addition
occurred, not subtraction. He veiled His glory, accepted human limitation within His
servant role, and humbled Himself unto death, but He never stopped being God. When
sleeping in the boat according to His humanity, He remained the Lord who could rise and
command the wind according to His divine authority. The waves did not wake a carpenter
who discovered a hidden talent. They obeyed their Creator.

The incarnation required the virgin birth. Isaiah 7:14 prophesied, “Behold, a virgin shall
conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.” Matthew 1:18 says Mary was
found with child “of the Holy Ghost” before she and Joseph came together. Luke 1:35
records the angel’s explanation: “The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of
the Highest shall overshadow thee.” Christ did not descend from Adam through ordinary
human generation and therefore did not inherit Adam’s fallen nature. He entered humanity
supernaturally, genuinely born of a woman while remaining the holy Son of God. Remove
the virgin birth, and the entire structure collapses: the sinless Saviour becomes another
son of Adam, the incarnation becomes a religious metaphor, and “God with us” becomes
“a sinner beside us.”

4. The Sinless Christ Was Justified in the Spirit

First Timothy 3:16 says Christ was “justified in the Spirit.” This does not mean He was once
sinful and later made righteous. Christ possessed no sin requiring forgiveness or moral
repair. In this context, “justified” means vindicated, demonstrated, and declared righteous.
The Holy Ghost bore witness to the identity and perfection of Christ throughout His earthly
ministry. At His baptism, the Spirit descended like a dove while the Father declared, “This is
my beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased.” Christ was then “led up of the Spirit into the
wilderness to be tempted of the devil,” where He defeated every temptation by the written
word. Adam fell in a garden surrounded by abundance; Christ stood in a wilderness after
forty days of fasting and refused every satanic offer.



Scripture piles witness upon witness concerning His sinlessness. Second Corinthians 5:21
says Christ “knew no sin.” First Peter 2:22 says He “did no sin, neither was guile found in his
mouth.” First John 3:5 says, “in him is no sin.” Hebrews 4:15 says He was “in all points
tempted like as we are, yet without sin.” His enemies searched His life, words, motives, and
associations but could produce no honest charge. Pilate repeatedly said, “l find no fault in
him.” Judas confessed, “l have sinned in that | have betrayed the innocent blood.” The dying
thief declared, “this man hath done nothing amiss.” Even the centurion beneath the cross
said, “Certainly this was a righteous man.” When enemies, betrayers, judges, criminals,
and executioners all testify to innocence, the prosecution has run out of withesses.

The resurrection supplied the final public vindication. Romans 1:4 says Christ was
“declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the
resurrection from the dead.” Men condemned Him as a blasphemer, false prophet,
deceiver, and threat to public order. God overturned the verdict by raising Him bodily from
the tomb. The resurrection was heaven’s answer to earth’s courtroom. Human government
sealed the stone; divine power moved it. Priests bribed the guards; apostles preached the
empty tomb. Rome placed soldiers outside to prevent a dead man from escaping and
inadvertently supplied official witnesses that something beyond Roman authority had
occurred. The Spirit vindicated the Son, and the empty tomb became God’s signed
rejection of every charge nailed above the cross.

5. The Sinless God-Man Became the Sacrifice for Sinners

The incarnation was necessary for atonement. God as God cannot die, but man under sin
must die. Therefore the eternal Son took human nature so He could offer Himself as the
perfect substitute. Hebrews 2:9 says Jesus “was made a little lower than the angels for the
suffering of death” and “should taste death for every man.” He did not become flesh merely
to teach ethics, perform miracles, expose hypocrisy, or model compassion. He came to
die. Mark 10:45 says the Son of man came “to give his life a ransom for many.” Bethlehem
points toward Calvary. The manger was the doorway through which the Lamb entered the
world on His way to the altar.

Christ’s death was substitutionary. First Peter 2:24 says He “bare our sins in his own body
on the tree.” Isaiah 53:5 foretold, “he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised
for our iniquities.” Second Corinthians 5:21 says God made Him “to be sin for us, who knew
no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.” Jesus did not die merely as
an example of courage, a martyr to political oppression, or a victim of institutional injustice.
He died under God’s judgment in the sinner’s place. The cross certainly exposes human
cruelty and religious hypocrisy, but its central transaction occurred between the holy



Father and the sin-bearing Son. Men drove nails through His hands; God laid our iniquity
upon Him.

His blood accomplished redemption that no sacrament can repeat and no human work
can supplement. Ephesians 1:7 says, “In whom we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of sins.” Romans 3:25 calls Christ the propitiation “through faith in his blood.”
Hebrews 10:12 declares, “But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever,
sat down on the right hand of God.” A seated Priest means the sacrifice is finished. Religion
keeps building altars because unfinished systems require continuing payments. Christ
cried, “Itis finished,” because the debt was paid in full. Any priest claiming to offer Christ
repeatedly has turned Calvary’s completed payment into an installment plan controlled by
his institution.

6. Seen of Angels, Preached Unto Gentiles, Believed in the World

Christ was “seen of angels.” Angels announced His birth, ministered to Him after
temptation, strengthened Him in Gethsemane, stood at the empty tomb, and witnessed
His ascension. First Peter 1:12 says angels “desire to look into” the matters connected with
salvation. They had seen divine glory, heavenly worship, creation’s beginning, Lucifer’s fall,
and human history unfold, but the incarnation revealed something unprecedented: their
Creator entering the fallen race not as an angel but as man. Hebrews 2:16 says, “For verily
he took not on him the nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham.” Fallen
angels receive no gospel of redemption; fallen men hear that God became man to save
them. Grace bypassed the angelic nature and stooped toward Adam’s dust.

Christ was then “preached unto the Gentiles.” Under prophecy, Gentile blessing was
associated with Israel’s rise and Messiah’s earthly kingdom. Yet during Israel’s present
setting aside, the gospel travels among the Gentiles through the ministry committed
especially to Paul. The One rejected by His own nation becomes the Saviour proclaimed
among nations that had been “without Christ” and “without God in the world.” Paul
preached “the unsearchable riches of Christ” among the Gentiles, announcing that sinners
need not become Jewish proselytes, submit to Mosaic ordinances, or approach God
through Israel’s national covenant structure. They come directly through the blood of Christ
and are placed into His body by the Holy Spirit.

Christ was “believed on in the world.” That clause is remarkable because the world
naturally hates the true Christ. John 1:10 says, “the world was made by him, and the world
knew him not.” Yet the gospel has crossed languages, nations, cultures, borders, empires,
and generations. Kings opposed it, philosophers mocked it, priests corrupted it,
governments outlawed it, critics attacked it, and modern scholars revised its Book; still



sinners believed. The Church was not built by military conquest, inherited ethnicity,
compulsory law, or earthly force. It grew because ordinary men and women heard that God
was manifest in flesh, died for their sins, rose again, and offered eternal life freely through
faith. Rome possessed armies; Paul possessed a message. Rome is in ruins, and Paulis
still preaching.

7. The Risen Christ Was Received Up Into Glory

The One who died was buried, and the One buried rose bodily. First Corinthians 15:3-4
defines the gospel: “Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; And that he was
buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures.” Resurrection does
not mean His teachings survived, His influence continued, His disciples recovered
emotionally, or His spirit lived symbolically in the community. His actual body left the
tomb. Luke 24:39 records His words: “Behold my hands and my feet, that it is | myself:
handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have.” He ate before
His disciples, displayed His wounds, and appeared repeatedly over forty days. Christianity
stands upon an empty tomb, not a therapeutic interpretation of grief.

After demonstrating His resurrection, Christ ascended bodily. Acts 1:9 says, “while they
beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight.” The disciples did not
close their eyes, experience a group vision, and declare Him spiritually elevated in their
hearts. They watched Him rise. Two angels then said, “this same Jesus, which is taken up
from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner.” The same Jesus who left bodily will
return bodily. The ascension explains the final clause of 1 Timothy 3:16: He was “received
up into glory.” The world rejected Him, but heaven received Him. Earth gave Him a cross;
heaven gave Him a throne. Men crowned Him with thorns; God crowned Him with glory and
honour.

He now sits at the Father’s right hand as Lord, Head, High Priest, Advocate, and coming
King. Hebrews 1:3 says that after purging our sins, He “sat down on the right hand of the
Majesty on high.” Philippians 2:9-11 declares that God highly exalted Him and gave Him a
name above every name, so that every knee will bow and every tongue confess that Jesus
Christis Lord. That confession may be made now unto salvation or later under judgment,
but it will be made. The mystery of iniquity ends with man exalting himself as God and
being cast into the lake of fire. The mystery of godliness ends with God manifest in flesh
received into glory and acknowledged by the universe. Satan’s staircase ends over a
furnace; Christ’s path through humiliation returns to the throne He never ceased to
deserve.

Conclusion



The mystery of godliness is the revelation of Jesus Christ in six mighty declarations: God
manifest in flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto Gentiles, believed on
in the world, and received up into glory. Every clause rests upon the first. If Jesus Christis
not God, His incarnation loses its wonder, His sinlessness loses its foundation, His
sacrifice loses its infinite value, His resurrection loses its divine necessity, and His
ascension becomes the promotion of another creature. But if He is exactly who the King
James Bible says He is, then Calvary is God’s own payment, the empty tomb is God’s
victory, and the throne is occupied by the God-man who possesses all authority in heaven
and earth.

No religion can survive a false Christ. A system may produce disciplined families,
impressive architecture, charitable institutions, ancient ceremonies, educated clergy,
emotional worship, and respectable moral teaching. If it denies Christ’s deity, corrupts His
incarnation, adds to His atonement, spiritualizes His resurrection, or places another
mediator beside Him, the entire structure is built over hell with expensive carpet. Jesus
asked, “Whom say ye that | am?” That question still divides truth from error, salvation from
damnation, and the Church from every counterfeit wearing its vocabulary. A wrong answer
about Christ cannot be repaired by a right answer about anything smaller.

God stepped into flesh and walked among liars, yet no lie entered Him. Men accused Him,
and the Spirit vindicated Him. Satan tempted Him, and the written word defeated every
offer. Priests condemned Him, Rome crucified Him, the grave received Him, and God
raised Him. Angels watched, Gentiles heard, sinners believed, and heaven opened to
receive Him. He came the first time in humility to save; He will come again in glory to reign.
The Antichrist will say that man is God, but Jesus Christ stands for ever as the answer: God
was manifest in the flesh.

10 of 10 - The Mysteries Revealed in the New Testament — Babylon’s Painted Harlot and
the Devil’s Counterfeit Secret

Key Passage: Revelation 17:1-6

“And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and talked with me,
saying unto me, Come hither; | will shew unto thee the judgment of the great whore that
sitteth upon many waters: With whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication,
and the inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication. So
he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and | saw a woman sit upon a scarlet
coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. And the



woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold and precious stones
and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her
fornication: And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT,
THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. And | saw the woman
drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when |
saw her, | wondered with great admiration.”

Introduction

The New Testament reveals mysteries that lead men to Jesus Christ, establish believers in
grace, preserve Israel’s future, explain the body of Christ, reveal the indwelling Lord,
announce the Rapture, expose the man of sin, and declare that God was manifest in the
flesh. Satan answers those revelations with a counterfeit mystery bearing a painted face, a
golden cup, expensive clothing, political connections, and blood on her breath. Revelation
does not introduce her as a harmless alternative spirituality or another sincere path up the
same mountain. It names her “MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS
AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.” God’s mysteries were once concealed and afterward
revealed so men could believe. Babylon’s mysteries conceal corruption so priesthoods can
control, kings can profit, merchants can grow rich, and sinners can worship devils while
imagining themselves religious. God opens His cabinet and says, “when ye read, ye may
understand.” Babylon locks its cabinet, hands the key to an initiate, and hangs a price list
beside the door.

The harlot of Revelation 17 is impressive enough to deceive anyone who judges truth by
visible magnificence. She wears purple and scarlet, glitters with gold, precious stones, and
pearls, associates with kings, influences nations, and holds a golden cup. The natural man
sees antiquity, authority, ceremony, wealth, art, architecture, tradition, political
recognition, and international reach. God looks inside the cup and sees “abominations and
filthiness.” Man admires the embroidery; God smells the blood. That is the central
difference between divine judgment and religious public relations. Babylon has always
survived by persuading men that outward grandeur proves inward holiness. A system can
build a ceiling high enough to make a sinner whisper while teaching doctrine low enough to
send him to hell. Gold on the cup does not sanctify the poison inside it.

Babylon is more than one ancient city, one political empire, one denomination, or one
moment in history. The name begins at Babel, grows through the biblical city of Babylon,
spreads as a religious and political principle through successive empires, and reaches its
final form in Revelation as a worldwide system of spiritual fornication, royal alliance,
commercial corruption, and persecution. The Roman religious system bears some of the
clearest historical and prophetic marks of the woman, but the final harlot will be larger



than one ecclesiastical institution. She will gather apostate Christianity, paganism,
occultism, sacramental priestcraft, mystical initiation, political globalism, and commercial
power into a golden cup large enough to intoxicate the earth. Rome did not invent Babylon;
Babylon found in Rome one of its most elaborate costumes. The counterfeit secret
changes garments, but the woman wearing them remains the same harlot.

1. Babel Built the First Altar to Organized Human Unity

The biblical trail begins with Nimrod. Genesis 10:8 says, “And Cush begat Nimrod: he
began to be a mighty one in the earth.” Verse 10 adds, “And the beginning of his kingdom
was Babel.” The first recorded kingdom after the Flood begins with a mighty ruler and a city
associated with rebellion against God’s command. God had told mankind to replenish the
earth, but Genesis 11 finds men gathering upon the plain of Shinar and constructing a
centralized civilization. They say, “Go to, let us build us a city and a tower,” and “let us make
us a name.” Every phrase smells of human self-exaltation. They wanted one city, one work,
one name, one center, and one united refusal to scatter according to God’s will. Babel was
globalism before the brochures were printed.

The tower was not merely an ancient engineering project interrupted because God dislikes
tall buildings. It represented unified human defiance reaching toward heaven upon man’s
terms. The builders did not seek the God who had spoken; they attempted to establish their
own access, security, identity, and fame. Babel is religion and politics mixed in the same
mortar. A city supplies government, a tower supplies worship, and a shared name supplies
identity. The arrangement becomes a counterfeit of God’s purpose: unity without truth,
worship without revelation, dominion without submission, and heaven without God’s
appointed way. Babylon has never objected to heaven. It objects to the narrow door.

God answered by confounding their language and scattering them abroad. He divided what
sinful man attempted to unite because centralized rebellion increases the reach of evil.
National distinctions and linguistic boundaries became restraints upon another worldwide
system. Yet the dream of Babel survived the destruction of the project. Fallen mankind
continues trying to rebuild one world beneath one authority, one economy, one spiritual
vocabulary, and one name broad enough to include every god except the true One. Every
age lays new bricks upon Babel’s old foundation. The modern bricks may be digital,
financial, political, educational, or religious, but “let us make us a name” remains stamped
into each one.

2. Babylon Turned ldolatry Into Political Machinery

The historical empire of Babylon displays the same spirit in mature political form.
Nebuchadnezzar constructed an image of gold in Daniel 3 and commanded



representatives from across his government to gather for its dedication. Princes, governors,
captains, judges, treasurers, counsellors, sheriffs, and provincial rulers assembled
beneath one imperial order. When the music sounded, everyone was required to fall down
and worship. Refusal meant immediate execution in a burning fiery furnace. Religion
supplied the ceremony, government supplied the command, music supplied the emotional
signal, and the furnace supplied persuasion for anyone still undecided. Babylon discovered
early that compulsory unity works more efficiently when a hymn plays during enforcement.

The golden image also reveals the political usefulness of idolatry. An empire containing
many peoples, languages, regions, and loyalties requires a unifying object.
Nebuchadnezzar gave them one image and one act of submission. Worship became a test
of political loyalty. The question was not whether the image could hear prayer, forgive sin,
or create life. The question was whether the subject would bow when the state orchestra
began. The same principle reaches its final development in Revelation 13, where the false
prophet commands the earth to worship the image of the beast and kills those who refuse.
Daniel 3 is not Revelation 13 fulfilled, but it is a rehearsal with the same conductor.

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refused to bow because biblical faith cannot surrender
worship merely to preserve social peace. They answered, “our God whom we serve is able
to deliver us,” but added that even if He did not, “we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the
golden image.” They did not organize a dialogue committee to discuss whether bowing
outwardly while disagreeing inwardly might preserve their influence. Babylon demanded a
visible act, and they gave a visible refusal. God met them in the furnace, proving that one
man standing with the Son of God possesses more liberty in the fire than a whole empire
lying on its face before gold. Babylon can force knees downward, but it cannot make faith
bow.

3. The Harlot Counterfeits the Bride of Christ

Revelation presents the true Church as a bride and Babylon as a harlot. The contrast is
deliberate. The bride belongs to one Bridegroom; the harlot gives herself to many lovers.
Second Corinthians 11:2 says Paul desired to present the Church “as a chaste virgin to
Christ.” Revelation 19:7 announces, “the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath
made herself ready.” The true Church is purchased by Christ’s blood, joined to Him by the
Holy Spirit, and awaiting Him from heaven. Babylon seeks intimacy with kings, nations,
merchants, religions, and every power willing to increase her influence. The bride waits for
her Husband; the harlot searches for another customer.

The harlot “sitteth upon many waters,” which Revelation 17:15 interprets as “peoples, and
multitudes, and nations, and tongues.” Her influence is international. She does not merely



corrupt one city or deceive one ethnic group. She spreads spiritual fornication across
nations and makes earth’s inhabitants drunk with her wine. Drunkenness dulls judgment,
weakens resistance, distorts vision, and makes a fool feel unusually wise. Babylonian
religion performs the same work upon the soul. It replaces Scripture with tradition,
salvation with ceremony, Christ with intermediaries, and faith with institutional
submission, then praises the intoxicated sinner for belonging to something ancient and
beautiful. A drunk does not object to the condition of the tavern as long as the cup remains
full.

By contrast, the bride is cleansed “with the washing of water by the word” and clothed in
righteousness supplied through Christ. Babylon clothes herself in purple and scarlet and
decks herself with gold, precious stones, and pearls. One receives purity from the
Bridegroom; the other manufactures appearance from earthly wealth. The Roman religious
system’s historic attachment to scarlet, purple, gold, jeweled ceremonial display, political
diplomacy, priestly hierarchy, and claims of worldwide spiritual motherhood does not
require a detective to notice. Revelation drew the portrait before the institution completed
the costume. Yet the final harlot will extend beyond Rome, welcoming every apostate body
willing to exchange exclusive truth for universal religious fellowship. Rome may manage the
wardrobe, but the whole ecumenical theatre will wear Babylon’s makeup.

4. The Golden Cup Conceals Sacramental and Occult Poison

The woman holds “a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her
fornication.” Gold makes the cup attractive, authoritative, and valuable in the eyes of men.
Babylon never serves poison in a rusty can when ceremony can pour it from a jeweled
chalice. The outward object tells the worshipper he is participating in something sacred,
historic, and mysterious. Inside the cup, however, God sees abominations. Divine truth
does not change its moral character when enclosed in costly architecture or carried by a
man wearing expensive religious garments. Poison administered ceremonially remains
poison.

Babylonian religion controls people through mysteries reserved for initiated authorities.
The priesthood claims power to mediate grace, transform elements, forgive sins, release
souls, interpret tradition, and open or close access to God. The ordinary worshipper is kept
dependent upon rites that must be repeated, offices that must be obeyed, and spiritual
goods that only the institution can distribute. This is the opposite of the revealed mystery of
“Christin you.” The gospel places Christ in the believer through faith and gives direct
access to the Father by one Spirit. Babylon relocates spiritual life into an institutional
warehouse and requires the sinner to visit the counter repeatedly. Christ says, “Itis
finished.” Priestcraft says the account remains open.



The occult uses similar machinery beneath different terminology. Initiations, secret
degrees, esoteric symbols, hidden names, altered states, ceremonial objects, spiritual
guides, mystical exercises, and promises of inner enlightenment all tell man that truth
comes through controlled access. Whether the initiate kneels before an altar, passes
through degrees, repeats a mantra, receives a sacrament, or awakens his supposed divine
consciousness, the old lie remains: special knowledge and religious action will elevate
man. God’s revelation humbles the sinner at the cross; Babylon’s initiation congratulates
him for climbing another stair. One gives salvation freely to faith. The other sells darkness
one candle at a time.

5. The Woman Rides the Beast Until the Beast Burns Her

Revelation 17 shows the woman sitting upon a scarlet-coloured beast with seven heads
and ten horns. The woman and beast are connected but distinct. She represents the
religious system; the beast represents the final political kingdom and its ruler. At first, false
religion rides political power, using kings, governments, laws, and institutions to extend her
influence. The image is not of a helpless woman being carried against her will. She sits
upon the beast and uses its strength. Religious Babylon blesses crowns, legitimizes rulers,
negotiates with governments, influences policy, accumulates property, and turns political
coercion against those who reject her authority. When a church requires the state’s sword
to defend its doctrine, it has already confessed that its spiritual weapons are empty.

Revelation 17:2 says the kings of the earth commit fornication with her. Spiritual fornication
occurs when religion abandons fidelity to God and enters corrupt alliances with worldly
power. The union benefits both partners temporarily. Kings receive religious legitimacy; the
harlot receives political protection. Governments use sacred language to baptize ambition,
while religious leaders use government force to punish dissent. Church history contains
enough examples to fill a library with smoke and blood. Heretics were not always burned
because Scripture lost the argument. They were burned because priestcraft acquired the
magistrate’s matches.

The alliance ends in betrayal. Revelation 17:16 says the ten horns “shall hate the whore,
and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire.” The
beast uses religion until consolidated political worship makes the harlot unnecessary.
Satan tolerates false religion only while it directs mankind toward his final counterfeit.
Once the beast demands direct worship, the religious mother who helped seat him
becomes disposable. Political power has no permanent bride; it keeps a list of temporary
accomplices. Babylon rides the beast while imagining she controls it, but the beast
eventually turns its teeth upon the rider. A harlot who marries a monster should not act
surprised when the honeymoon ends at the furnace.



6. Babylon Sells Bodies, Souls, and Salvation

Revelation 18 shifts attention toward Babylon’s commercial character. Kings commit
fornication with her, merchants grow rich through her abundance, and the whole world
participates in her luxury. The merchandise includes gold, silver, precious stones, pearls,
fine linen, purple, silk, scarlet, precious wood, costly metals, spices, wine, oil, flour, wheat,
cattle, horses, chariots, slaves, and “souls of men.” Babylon does not merely sell products.
It monetizes humanity. Bodies become labor, consumers, statistics, subjects, and
inventory; souls become assets controlled through fear, religious obligation, debt, appetite,
and promised security. When everything has a price, conscience eventually appears on the
auction block.

Commercial Babylon and religious Babylon are not strangers. Religious systems
accumulate wealth by marketing access to peace, forgiveness, blessing, protection,
status, and the afterlife. The Lord threw money changers out of the temple because they
had transformed His Father’s house into “an house of merchandise.” Peter warned of false
teachers who “through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of
you.” The pulpit becomes a sales platform, worship becomes a product, the congregation
becomes a customer base, and the preacher becomes a brand manager. Babylon does not
mind mentioning God if God improves quarterly revenue.

The final commercial system will control buying and selling through allegiance to the beast.
Revelation 13:17 says no man may buy or sell without the mark, name, or number of the
beast. Economic participation becomes a worship test, joining Babylon’s market to
Babylon’s altar. The mark is not merely a new payment method or identification technology
accidentally mentioned in prophecy. It is conscious allegiance to the beast within a system
where worship, political loyalty, and commerce converge. Modern tools may prepare
mankind to accept comprehensive control, but the sin of the mark lies in worshipful
submission, not merely technology touching skin. The machine is not the beast. The beast
is the ruler who turns the machine into an altar.

7. God Calls His People Out Before Babylon Falls

Revelation 18:4 records a voice from heaven saying, “Come out of her, my people, thatye
be not partakers of her sins.” Separation from Babylon is not narrow-minded fanaticism; it
is obedience to God. The command does not say reform her, negotiate with her, seek
recognition from her, borrow her methods, admire her influence, or remain inside to
improve the upholstery. It says, “Come out of her.” God’s people cannot drink from the
harlot’s cup without sharing responsibility for what it contains. Second Corinthians 6:17



gives the same principle: “Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate,
saith the Lord.”

Coming out of Babylon requires more than changing the name over a church door.
Babylonian principles can operate inside independent churches that claim to oppose
Rome. A preacher becomes a miniature pope when he places his opinion above Scripture.
A church practices sacramentalism when it treats water, membership, or ordinances as
instruments of regeneration. A ministry imitates Babylon when it sells spiritual access,
builds personality worship, courts political power, measures truth by influence, and hides
sin behind institutional reputation. A Baptist sign does not function as spiritual insect
repellent. Babylon changes clothes easily, and she owns more than one Sunday ouffit.

God’s judgment upon Babylon will be sudden and complete. Revelation 18 repeats the
expression “one hour” to emphasize the speed of her fall. Kings lament, merchants weep,
sailors mourn, and heaven rejoices. The world mourns because its market collapses;
heaven rejoices because the blood of prophets and saints is avenged. Revelation 18:21
pictures a mighty angel casting a millstone into the sea and declaring, “Thus with violence
shall that great city Babylon be thrown down, and shall be found no more at all.” Gold will
not purchase another hour, kings will not negotiate a delay, and ancient pedigree will not
appeal the verdict. When God closes the account, Babylon’s entire religious and
commercial empire becomes a zero with expensive handwriting.

Conclusion

Babylon is Satan’s counterfeit answer to the mysteries God revealed in the New Testament.
God reveals one body joined to Christ; Babylon builds an ecumenical body joined to the
beast. God places Christ within believers; Babylon places believers beneath priestly
control. God announces a Rapture that gathers the Church to her Lord; Babylon gathers
religions and nations to a counterfeit king. God declares that He was manifest in flesh and
humbled Himself to save sinners; Babylon presents a man who exalts himself as God and
destroys those who refuse him. God’s mysteries end in life, liberty, truth, and glory.
Babylon’s mystery ends in bondage, blasphemy, commerce, blood, and fire.

The harlot’s great strength is her ability to make corruption look sacred. Purple and scarlet
conceal fornication, gold covers abominations, ceremony disguises bondage, antiquity
baptizes error, and political approval creates an illusion of divine authority. She carries a
golden cup because few men inspect the contents after admiring the container. Yet God
never confuses value with truth, expense with holiness, or influence with authority. He sees
the martyrs’ blood beneath the jeweled decorations. A religion may own treasures gathered



from every nation and still be bankrupt before heaven. God does not audit the gold on the
cup. He examines what men were made to drink.

The ten mysteries in this series leave every reader standing between two revelations. God’s
mysteries reveal Christ, the gospel, the body, Israel’s future, the indwelling Lord, the
blessed hope, and God manifest in flesh. Babylon’s counterfeit secret conceals Satan
behind religion, commerce, ceremony, political unity, and human pride. One mystery
opens the Scriptures so ordinary believers may understand; the other closes truth behind
an initiated priesthood and charges admission. One ends with Christ receiving His saints
into glory; the other ends with the harlot thrown down and found no more. Babylon may be
painted, perfumed, jeweled, crowned, and praised by kings, but paint cannot cover blood
from the eyes of God.

Series Conclusion - The Mysteries Revealed in the New Testament - The Cabinet Is
Open and Every Counterfeit Stands Exposed

Key Passage: 1 Corinthians 4:1-2

“Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of
God. Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.”

Introduction

We began this series before a locked cabinet and discovered that God had never lost the
key. The mysteries of the New Testament were not riddles God failed to explain, theological
contradictions preserved beneath ceremonial fog, or secret doctrines reserved for initiated
priests wearing enough religious decoration to attract lightning. They were truths
deliberately concealed within the eternal counsel of God and afterward revealed according
to His appointed timetable. Romans 16:25 calls the mystery something “kept secret since
the world began,” while verse 26 says it “now is made manifest.” Colossians 1:26 speaks of
truth “hid from ages and from generations, but now...made manifest to his saints.” The
movement throughout Scripture is from divine concealment to divine disclosure. God kept
the secret; God chose the hour; God selected the steward; God inspired the words; and
God preserved the revelation. Man contributed nothing but the darkness into which the
light entered.

The ten studies have carried us across the great landscape of New Testament mystery
truth. We saw the revealing God open the cabinet, Paul carry heaven’s classified papers
while Rome carried the key to his cell, and the rejected King disclose the mystery course of



the kingdom during His visible absence. We examined Israel’s partial blindness and found
an expiration date stamped upon the blindfold. We watched God break down the middle
wall and create one new man from believing Jews and Gentiles. We found Christ dwelling
inside earthen vessels, learned of a generation death will reach for and miss, traced the
hidden working of iniquity toward the coming man of sin, stood before the declaration that
“God was manifestin the flesh,” and finally watched Babylon’s painted harlot lift her golden
cup while God exposed the blood inside it. These truths do not form a pile of isolated
curiosities. They fit together as one ordered revelation centered upon Jesus Christ.

The final question is not whether the material was interesting, deep, controversial, or
useful for expanding a notebook. The question is what we will do with truth God has made
known. First Corinthians 4:2 says, “Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found
faithful.” Understanding creates stewardship, and stewardship creates accountability. God
did not reveal His mysteries so believers could collect doctrinal trophies, win arguments
with less-informed Christians, or sit upon a pile of charts feeling superior to the people in
the next pew. He revealed them so the Church could know her position, understand His
program, preserve His distinctions, proclaim His gospel, reject Satan’s counterfeits, wait
for Christ, and stand faithful until the stewardship ends. A truth stored only in the head
eventually becomes another relic in a private museum. God gave us a sword, not a
souvenir.

1. The Revealing God Has Left Man Without an Excuse for Confusion

The first truth established throughout the series is that biblical mysteries are revealed truth.
Men love permanent mystery because permanent mystery provides job security for
professional interpreters. If ordinary believers can read and understand the Book, then the
religious expert loses his tollbooth. Paul, however, wrote in Ephesians 3:4, “Whereby, when
ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ.” The Holy Ghost placed
“read” beside “understand” without asking permission from a hierarchy. The verse does not
promise instant mastery, excuse careless study, or suggest every passage is equally
simple. It does destroy the claim that revealed truth belongs exclusively to a religious elite.
God’s ocean is deep, but the water at the shore is still wet enough for a child to know what
itis.

Ignorance therefore becomes dangerous when access to revelation has been granted.
Before God disclosed a mystery, men could not be held responsible for knowing what
remained hidden in Him. Once He revealed it, unbelief became resistance rather than
innocent lack of information. The Bible now identifies Israel and the Church, prophecy and

mystery, law and grace, the Rapture and the Second Advent, Christ and Antichrist, the
bride and the harlot. A man may reject those distinctions, but he cannot honestly accuse



God of hiding them. The road signs stand in plain English. If he drives into the ditch after
removing them, the accident does not prove the highway department was confused.

This should produce humility rather than pride. We know because God revealed, not
because our brains tunneled into heaven and stole the plans. First Corinthians 2:10 says,
“But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit.” Revelation is grace. The natural man
receives not the things of the Spirit of God, and no amount of intelligence can substitute for
submission to the words God gave. A man may parse Greek verbs, analyze ancient
customs, reconstruct manuscripts, and lecture on historical theology while missing a
distinction a Bible-believing mechanic sees during lunch. Education is useful when it
kneels before revelation. When it stands over the Book correcting God’s sentences, it
becomes a well-dressed serpent asking, “Yea, hath God said?”

2. Prophecy Still Belongs to Israel, and God Still Keeps Covenants

The mysteries of the kingdom of heaven showed that Israel’s rejection postponed the
visible establishment of the promised kingdom without cancelling it. Christ’s parables in
Matthew 13 described the conditions prevailing during the King’s absence: the word sown
upon varied soil, tares planted beside wheat, abnormal outward growth, birds nesting in
religious branches, leaven corrupting the meal, treasure hidden in the field, one pearl
purchased at great cost, and a net gathering good and bad until the end. That picture bears
little resemblance to the optimistic fantasy that the Church will improve civilization until
mankind presents Jesus with a polished throne and a congratulatory speech. The field
remains mixed, the leaven continues working, and angels—not church committees—
perform the final separation.

The throne promised to David remains a literal throne, Jerusalem remains Jerusalem, Israel
remains Israel, and the King will return to rule the earth. Psalm 89 records God’s promise:
“My covenant will | not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips.” Religious
allegory alters the thing that went out of His lips and then calls the alteration spiritual
interpretation. God promised Abraham a land, David a throne, Israel a kingdom, and Jacob
a future restoration. If He meant the Church, heaven, an invisible influence, and a
denominational headquarters, He possessed enough vocabulary to say so. The God who
inspired sixty-six books was not defeated by a shortage of nouns.

Romans 11 explained why Israel presently appears set aside. “Blindness in part is
happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.” “In part” prevents total
blindness; “until” prevents permanent blindness. Natural branches were broken off through
unbelief, but God remains able to graft them in again. Israel is presently an enemy
concerning the gospel but beloved concerning the election, “for the gifts and calling of God



are without repentance.” The Church has not replaced Israel, and Gentile arrogance has
not amended the Abrahamic covenant. The blindfold has an expiration date because the
covenant has God’s signature.

3. The One New Man Possesses Riches Israel Never Lost

The mystery of the body revealed something more astonishing than Gentiles merely
receiving blessing through Israel’s restoration. Ephesians 3:6 declares that Gentiles should
be “fellowheirs, and of the same body,” by the gospel. God did not convert Gentiles into
Israelites, enlarge the Jewish commonwealth, or establish a revised form of Israel with
Gentile leadership. Christ broke down the middle wall, reconciled both Jew and Gentile to
God by the cross, and created “in himself of twain one new man.” The result was not an
improved old structure but a new creation joined to a heavenly Head.

The body of Christ therefore possesses an identity and calling distinct from Israel’s national
program. Israel has covenants connected with a land, a throne, a restored nation, and
Messiah’s government over the earth. The Church has spiritual blessings in heavenly
places, union with Christ, citizenship in heaven, and the promise of being gathered to her
Head. Those truths do not compete. God does not have to rob Israel to enrich the Church.
Ephesians 1 says believers have redemption, forgiveness, acceptance, inheritance,
sealing, and every spiritual blessing in Christ. A man carrying those riches looks foolish
breaking into Jacob’s house for silverware.

Confusing Israel and the Church harms both. It steals Israel’s national promises and drags
the Church backward beneath Israel’s ordinances. Soon the sabbath returns, the altar
reappears, a priesthood inserts itself between God and believers, water is attached to
regeneration, holy days govern spirituality, and earthly prosperity becomes evidence of
covenant favor. The one new man is dressed in Mosaic clothing until he can barely walk.
Right division removes the borrowed robe and permits the Church to stand where God
placed her—in Christ, under grace, seated in heavenly places, awaiting the Lord from
heaven.

4. The Treasure Inside the Vessel Guarantees the Vessel’s Future

“Christin you, the hope of glory” revealed the inward treasure of the present dispensation.
Salvation does not merely forgive the sinner’s past and leave him spiritually empty. The
Holy Ghost regenerates him, baptizes him into Christ’s body, indwells him, seals him, and
communicates the life of the risen Christ. Christianity is not Adam receiving etiquette
lessons. It is Adam’s condemned standing replaced by union with the last Adam. Galatians
2:20 says, “l am crucified with Christ: nevertheless | live; yet not |, but Christ liveth in me.”
The gospel does not ask the old man to reach his potential. It takes him to the cross.



The vessel remains earthen. Christians grow tired, become sick, endure temptation, suffer
disappointment, make mistakes, age, and die unless Christ returns first. The presence of
treasure does not turn clay into gold during the present pilgrimage. Second Corinthians 4:7
explains why: “that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.” God
deliberately places divine life inside fragile containers so the glory cannot honestly be
credited to the container. Modern religion builds celebrity vessels, polishes them beneath
stage lights, prints their names larger than Christ’s, and acts shocked when clay finally
cracks. God knew the material before the advertising department arrived.

Yet the treasure guarantees the final redemption of the vessel. Romans 8 says the Spirit
who raised Jesus from the dead will quicken believers’ mortal bodies. The indwelling Spirit
is “the earnest of our inheritance,” the divine pledge that the full possession is coming. The
Christian’s future rests not upon his ability to preserve Christ but upon Christ’s promise to
preserve him. The seal remains “unto the day of redemption.” One day the earthen vessel
will be transformed into the likeness of Christ’s glorious body. Grace placed glory inside the
clay before glory claimed the clay completely.

5. The Church’s Hope Is Christ, Not the Man of Sin

The mystery of the Rapture revealed that one generation of believers will never die. “We
shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed.” The dead in Christ will rise incorruptible,
living believers will put on immortality, and both companies will be caught up together to
meet the Lord in the air. Death has collected bodies since Adam, filled cemeteries,
emptied homes, interrupted plans, and brought every earthly boast down to the same six-
foot level. But when the trumpet sounds, death will reach for the living Church and close its
hand upon air. The grave has won many temporary battles; it has never owned the
battlefield.

The Rapture remains distinct from Christ’s visible return to establish His kingdom. At the
Rapture, Christ comes for His saints and meets them in the air. At the Second Advent, He
returns with His saints and stands upon the earth. The Rapture transforms the body of
Christ; the Second Advent judges the nations, delivers Israel, destroys the beast, and
places the King upon David’s throne. One is the blessed hope of the Church; the other is
the day of vengeance and kingdom conquest. Merging the two events requires the Church
to return from heaven with Christ before she has been gathered to Him. That is not
prophetic depth. That is asking the bride to attend the reception before the Bridegroom
arrives.

The Church is therefore waiting for a Person, not a prophetic disaster. Titus 2:13 says
believers are “Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God



and our Saviour Jesus Christ.” Our hope is not the Antichrist, the mark, the beast system, a
rebuilt temple, the abomination of desolation, or the evening news. We recognize the
mystery of iniquity already working, but we are not instructed to identify every new
politician, scan every barcode, or assign 666 to every device requiring a password.
Prophetic vigilance watches the direction of the age while keeping its eyes upon Christ.
Sensationalism watches every shadow until it forgets the Sun.

6. The Two Mysteries Reveal Two Opposing Kings

The mystery of iniquity began its visible work in Eden when the serpent questioned God’s
word, denied God’s judgment, and promised man godhood. “Yea, hath God said?” opened
the first door; “Ye shall not surely die” removed the warning; “ye shall be as gods”
announced the destination. Babel organized that rebellion into one city, one name, one
centralized purpose, and one attempt to reach heaven without submission to God. Through
empires, philosophies, religions, governments, and apostasy, the same spirit has
continued preparing the throne for the man of sin. The final beast system will not fall from a
clear sky. It will be the mature fruit of a tree mankind has watered since Eden.

The man of sin will exalt himself above all that is called God and sit in the temple claiming
God’s place. He will arrive with satanic power, lying wonders, political authority, religious
worship, and economic control. He will offer peace before unveiling tyranny, unity before
demanding worship, and security before closing the cage. Fallen mankind will embrace him
because he represents everything the natural heart desires: human greatness without
divine restraint. The world will not merely suffer the Antichrist. It will admire him, follow
him, worship him, and discover too late that the promised saviour was the devil’s tax
collector.

Against that mystery stands the mystery of godliness: “God was manifest in the flesh.”
Antichrist is man exalting himself as God; Jesus Christ is God humbling Himself as man.
One climbs through pride; the Other descends through grace. One destroys men to
preserve his throne; the Other leaves His throne’s visible glory and dies to save men. One
comes through lying wonders; the Other is justified in the Spirit and raised bodily from the
dead. One ends in the lake of fire; the Other is received into glory and returns as King of
kings. Hell’s entire counterfeit kingdom can be summarized as man attempting to become
what Christ eternally is.

7. Babylon’s Golden Cup Cannot Conceal the Blood Forever

The final mystery examined was Satan’s religious counterfeit: “MYSTERY, BABYLON THE
GREAT.” Babylon began at Babel with organized unity against God and grew through
idolatry, political empire, priestcraft, commerce, persecution, and counterfeit spirituality.



Revelation 17 pictures the mature system as a harlot dressed in purple and scarlet,
decorated with gold and precious stones, associated with kings, seated upon many waters,
and holding a golden cup. Everything about her appearance suggests holiness, authority,
antiquity, wealth, and success. Everything inside the cup smells like hell.

Babylon counterfeits each divine mystery. God creates one body by the Holy Spirit; Babylon
assembles an ecumenical body by doctrinal compromise. God places Christ inside
believers; Babylon keeps worshippers dependent upon priests, initiations, sacraments,
mystical experiences, and institutional permission. God promises to catch away His
Church; Babylon prepares the earth to worship the beast. God manifests Himself in flesh
and dies for sinners; Babylon enthrones a sinner who claims to be God. God reveals truth
so men may understand freely; Babylon conceals error so initiated rulers can control
access and send an invoice.

The harlot will ride political power until political power turns upon her. Revelation 17 says
the beast’s ten horns will hate the whore, make her desolate, and burn her with fire. False
religion believes it can control the monster because it helped place the saddle upon his
back. The monster eventually discovers it no longer needs the rider. Babylon’s commercial
empire then collapses in one hour while kings, merchants, and sailors mourn their lost
profits. Heaven rejoices because the blood hidden beneath the gold has finally been
avenged. A painted face can deceive nations; it cannot deceive the Judge.

Conclusion

The cabinetis open. The kingdom mystery explains the conditions prevailing during the
rejected King’s absence. Israel’s blindness is partial and temporary. The body of Christ is
one new man with a heavenly Head. Christ dwells inside believers as the hope of glory. The
Church awaits a sudden transformation and gathering to the Lord. The mystery of iniquity
works toward a counterfeit king. The mystery of godliness declares that the true King is God
manifest in flesh. Babylon gathers every counterfeit into one final religious, political, and
commercial system before judgment reduces her splendor to smoke. No essential door
remains locked. God has made the mystery manifest, written it in Scripture, and placed
responsibility upon those who read.

These revelations leave no room for boasting. Gentiles cannot boast against Israel,
members cannot boast against the body, vessels cannot boast over the treasure, students
cannot boast over those who have not yet learned, and stewards cannot boast as though
they owned the estate. First Corinthians 4:7 asks, “what hast thou that thou didst not
receive?” If God gave the light, God receives the glory. The proper response to mystery truth



is worship, obedience, faithful teaching, and careful stewardship. Knowledge that inflates
the man while diminishing Christ has already been contaminated by Babylon’s yeast.

The series therefore ends where every sound doctrine must end—with Jesus Christ. He is
the rejected King who will return, the Deliverer who will restore Israel, the Head of the one
body, the Treasure inside the vessel, the Lord descending for His Church, the Light who
destroys the man of sin, the God who was manifest in flesh, and the King who throws
Babylon down. Every divine mystery leads to Him; every satanic mystery tries to replace
Him. The final test is not how many secrets a man claims to know but what place Jesus
Christ occupies when the explanation is finished. When the Bible opens the cabinet, Christ
stands in the center—and every counterfeit is caught hiding in the shadows.
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