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Faith That Saves and Faith That Serves 

Believing God in Its Proper Place 

Series Introduction 

Faith is one of the most frequently spoken words in Christianity and one of the least 
carefully defined. Churches sing about faith, preachers demand faith, religious merchants 
sell formulas for increasing faith, and frightened believers spend years wondering whether 
their faith is large enough, sincere enough, emotional enough, or durable enough to keep 
God satisfied. The word is stretched across everything from the sinner’s justification to the 
servant’s daily walk, from answered prayer to miraculous healing, from apostolic signs to 
financial ambition, until it resembles a religious tarp thrown over every subject nobody 
wants to examine closely. Tell a man to “have faith,” and it sounds spiritual enough to end 
the conversation without ever explaining whom he should believe, what God actually said, 
where the promise appears, to whom it was addressed, or what result Scripture attaches to 
it. The phrase has become the spiritual equivalent of telling a drowning man to remain 
positive while leaving the life preserver on shore. 

The King James Bible does not treat faith as a vague religious atmosphere. It gives faith an 
object, content, setting, purpose, and proper application. Romans 10:17 says, “So then 
faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” Biblical faith begins where God 
has spoken. It does not arise from imagination, emotional intensity, personal ambition, 
positive confession, or a desired outcome looking for a verse to sponsor it. God speaks; 
man hears; faith believes. That order places God upon the throne and man beneath His 
word. Modern religion reverses it. Man dreams, declares, visualizes, and commands; then 
God is expected to supply the result before the next testimony service. Biblical faith 
believes God’s words. Counterfeit faith writes its own promises and asks God to provide 
the signature. 

This series will distinguish the faith that saves from the faith that serves. Those truths 
belong together, but they must never be confused. Saving faith is the sinner’s personal 
reliance upon the Lord Jesus Christ and His finished work. It receives eternal life as the free 
gift of God. Serving faith belongs to the Christian walk after salvation. It governs obedience, 
endurance, prayer, spiritual warfare, stewardship, sacrifice, and faithfulness. The first 
concerns justification; the second concerns service. The first settles the sinner’s eternal 
standing; the second affects the believer’s present usefulness and future reward. Saving 
faith places the sinner into Christ forever. Serving faith places the saved man’s remaining 
days at Christ’s disposal. 



Religion specializes in placing service before salvation and then calling the resulting 
bondage holiness. It tells the sinner that Christ died and rose again, but adds that baptism, 
sacraments, law-keeping, church membership, moral reform, continued endurance, or 
sufficient fruit must help complete the transaction. The vocabulary may vary, but the 
receipt always appears beneath the gift. Romans 6:23 calls eternal life “the gift of God,” 
while Ephesians 2:8–9 declares, “For by grace are ye saved through faith,” and then locks 
human merit outside with the words, “Not of works, lest any man should boast.” A gift that 
must be earned is wages. A gift that must be maintained by monthly installments is a loan. 
A gift repossessed after failure was never eternal. God does not hand the sinner everlasting 
life and quietly slide a bill beneath the door. 

Saving faith brings nothing meritorious to God. It does not purchase salvation, finish 
redemption, satisfy divine justice, or make the blood effective. Christ accomplished all of 
that before the sinner believed. First Corinthians 15:3–4 declares that “Christ died for our 
sins according to the scriptures,” “he was buried,” and “he rose again the third day 
according to the scriptures.” The gospel is not an offer to help Jesus finish salvation. It is the 
announcement that the work is finished. Faith is the empty hand receiving what grace 
freely provides. An empty hand cannot boast about what it contributed. The value lies in 
the gift and the One who purchased it. 

This is why the distinction between “faith in Jesus Christ” and “the faith of Jesus Christ” 
matters. The King James Bible preserves both expressions because both truths belong in 
the doctrine of justification. The sinner believes in Jesus Christ; that is personal reliance 
upon the Saviour. The faith of Jesus Christ directs attention to Christ’s perfect faithfulness, 
obedience, fidelity, and finished work. Galatians 2:16 contains both expressions in the 
same verse: “even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith 
of Christ.” The believer’s faith is necessary, but it is not flawless. Christ’s faithfulness is 
flawless. A trembling man can cross a strong bridge because the bridge bears his weight. 
The bridge does not remain suspended because the traveler possesses unusually 
confident knees. 

Assurance therefore must rest upon Christ rather than upon the believer’s changing 
spiritual temperature. One day the Christian feels confident; the next day an old failure 
returns to memory and his confidence begins leaking through the floorboards. One sermon 
points him toward the sufficiency of Christ; another tells him to inspect his fruit until he 
can determine whether God secretly rejected him years ago. He spends more time 
examining his act of believing than looking to the One he believed. But 2 Timothy 1:12 does 
not say, “I know how impressively I believed.” Paul says, “I know whom I have believed.” 



Salvation is not secured by the perfection of the one believing. It is secured by the 
perfection of the One believed. 

This series will also examine the supposed contradiction between Paul and James. Paul 
says, “a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law.” James says, “by works a man 
is justified, and not by faith only.” The infidel calls it a contradiction, the sacramentalist 
uses James to cancel Paul, and the nervous compromiser sands down both passages until 
neither retains enough edge to cut error. But Paul and James are not two lawyers arguing 
opposite cases in the same courtroom. Paul addresses justification before God and points 
to Abraham in Genesis 15, where he believed God and righteousness was imputed. James 
writes to the twelve tribes, examines the visible profit of professed faith, and points to 
Abraham in Genesis 22, where obedience publicly matured and demonstrated the faith 
already counted for righteousness years earlier. Paul addresses the root; James examines 
the fruit. Right division does not weaken either witness. It allows both to testify without a 
theologian whispering corrections into the court record. 

Good works will be placed where God placed them—after salvation. Ephesians 2:10 says 
believers are “created in Christ Jesus unto good works.” Titus 3:5 excludes “works of 
righteousness which we have done” from the cause of salvation, while Titus 3:8 commands 
those who have believed to “be careful to maintain good works.” There is no contradiction. 
Works cannot purchase sonship, but sons should work. Works cannot produce 
justification, but justified men should live righteously. Works cannot become the 
foundation, but the believer will build upon the foundation and answer for the quality of the 
building. Grace does not make service unnecessary. It removes service from the auction 
block and places it upon the altar. 

The Christian life is therefore a walk of faith, not a repeated attempt to become saved. 
Second Corinthians 5:7 says, “For we walk by faith, not by sight.” Daily faith governs how 
the believer responds to obstacles, delays, trials, opposition, unanswered prayer, and 
uncertain outcomes. It does not mean denying facts, refusing wisdom, ignoring danger, or 
pretending painful circumstances are imaginary. Abraham knew Sarah’s womb was dead. 
Moses knew Egypt was powerful. David knew Goliath was enormous. Paul knew the ship 
was breaking apart. Faith did not make those men blind; it taught them which reality 
possessed final authority. Sight reports what stands before the eyes. Faith remembers who 
spoke before the obstacle appeared. 

Walking by faith does not mean walking by fantasy. Biblical faith must be separated sharply 
from presumption. Faith begins with what God said. Presumption begins with what man 
wants. Faith obeys a divine command even when the outcome is hidden. Presumption 
announces an outcome God never promised and demands that Heaven provide it. Israel 



refused to enter Canaan when God said go, then “presumed to go up” after God told them 
not to go. The destination had not changed, but the governing word had. Yesterday they 
called unbelief caution; today they called rebellion faith. Religious confidence does not 
make disobedience holy. Marching boldly in the wrong direction only gets a man lost with 
greater enthusiasm. 

The modern counterfeit turns faith into a creative force allegedly released through human 
speech. The believer is told to declare healing, speak abundance, command promotion, 
visualize success, and refuse to acknowledge facts that might damage the confession. God 
created by His word, and religious flesh quietly assumes it has inherited the same attribute. 
Romans 4:17 speaks of God “who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be 
not as though they were.” God does that because God can raise the dead. Man can call an 
empty bank account full until the bank closes, but the figures will remain unmoved by his 
theology. Faith does not call sickness health. It calls God faithful while the body remains 
sick. 

Prayer will be restored to its proper place as fellowship with God rather than leverage over 
God. The prayer of faith may be bold, persistent, specific, and expectant, but it remains 
beneath the wisdom and will of the Father. First John 5:14 says, “if we ask any thing 
according to his will, he heareth us.” Christ prayed in Gethsemane, “nevertheless not as I 
will, but as thou wilt.” Paul asked three times for the thorn to depart, and Christ answered, 
“My grace is sufficient for thee.” Neither prayer reflected defective faith. Christ obeyed 
through the cup, and Paul received power through the weakness. Sometimes faith receives 
the requested deliverance. Sometimes it receives grace to endure what God does not 
remove. Presumption believes only when God grants its preferred answer. Faith trusts the 
Father after hearing no. 

This series will confront the cruelty of teaching that every unanswered prayer, continuing 
illness, financial difficulty, or prolonged trial proves spiritual inferiority. Paul knew hunger, 
thirst, cold, nakedness, imprisonment, beating, shipwreck, and bodily infirmity. Timothy 
had frequent infirmities. Trophimus was left sick. Epaphroditus was sick nigh unto death. 
The heroes of Hebrews 11 did not all escape the sword. Some “obtained promises,” while 
others were tortured, imprisoned, stoned, and slain. Scripture says all of them obtained “a 
good report through faith.” Modern prosperity theology would send half of Hebrews 11 to a 
remedial faith seminar and charge them tuition at the door. 

Daily faith also serves as a shield in Christian warfare. Ephesians 6:16 commands the 
believer to take “the shield of faith,” by which he may “quench all the fiery darts of the 
wicked.” Those darts include accusation, fear, doubt, doctrinal lies, distorted memory, 
bitterness, temptation, discouragement, worldly reasoning, and insinuations against God’s 



goodness. The shield is not emotional toughness or confidence in confidence. It is active 
reliance upon what God has written. The dart says condemned; Romans 8 says no 
condemnation. The dart says abandoned; Hebrews 13 says never forsaken. The dart says 
the gospel is insufficient; Colossians 2 says complete in Christ. Faith does not outshout 
the lie. It places Scripture between the believer and the shot. 

The shield must be taken up. A Bible on a shelf will not answer an accusation inside the 
mind. Doctrine admired but never applied is armour hanging on the wall while arrows enter 
through the window. The believer must know his standing in Christ, hide the word in his 
heart, test his thoughts, judge his flesh, confess sin, resist error, and pray continually. 
Satan cannot reverse justification or remove a blood-bought believer from Christ, but he 
can damage usefulness, peace, fellowship, testimony, and reward. Eternal security does 
not make spiritual warfare harmless. A soldier may possess secure citizenship and still 
return from battle carrying scars. 

Weak, wavering, overthrown, and shipwrecked faith will also be distinguished from the loss 
of salvation. Romans 14 commands stronger believers to receive those who are “weak in 
the faith.” Peter walked on water by faith, looked at the storm, doubted, and began to sink. 
Christ caught him. Later Peter denied the Lord three times, yet Christ restored him and 
placed sheep back beneath his care. Second Timothy 2 warns that false doctrine had 
overthrown the faith of some, then immediately declares, “Nevertheless the foundation of 
God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his.” Storms may 
damage the building aboveground without moving the foundation beneath it. 

A Christian may indeed make shipwreck. First Timothy 1 speaks of some who put away a 
good conscience and “concerning faith have made shipwreck.” Sin can wreck testimony, 
doctrine, ministry, family influence, conscience, health, fellowship, opportunity, and future 
reward. Grace does not make the rocks softer. David was forgiven, but the sword remained 
in his house. Moses remained God’s servant, but he did not enter Canaan. Samson was 
used again, but his eyes did not grow back. Forgiveness removes condemnation; it does 
not always fill the crater left by rebellion. Eternal security is not a promise that sin cannot 
destroy anything. It is the promise that sin cannot undo what Christ finished. 

The distinction between salvation and service becomes especially important at the 
Judgment Seat of Christ. First Corinthians 3 declares that Jesus Christ is the foundation. 
The believer then builds with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, or stubble. Fire will 
try every man’s work “of what sort it is.” If the work abides, the believer receives reward. If it 
burns, “he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.” Salvation 
remains; reward may be lost. The man survives while his cargo burns. God could hardly 



have stated the distinction more plainly unless He had included a diagram, and religious 
systems would have corrected the diagram. 

Faithful service is therefore serious precisely because salvation is secure. The believer is 
not laboring to avoid Hell but to please the One who saved him from it. He is not trying to 
become a son but serving because he has been born into the family. He is not attempting to 
purchase eternal life but investing a temporary life in eternal work. First Corinthians 4:2 
says, “Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.” God does not 
require every servant to become famous, build something large, attract applause, or 
produce results that impress the religious marketplace. He requires faithfulness. Heaven is 
not dazzled by advertising. 

Faithfulness must survive obscurity, opposition, delayed answers, small visible results, 
physical weariness, and the world’s offer of easier roads. Noah preached while the world 
ignored him. Jeremiah warned people who preferred lies. Paul served while beaten, 
imprisoned, abandoned, and opposed. At the end he did not say he had gathered the 
largest crowd, built the grandest institution, or received universal approval. He said, “I have 
fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith.” Finishing matters. A 
bright beginning can be produced by emotion. A faithful finish requires years of obedience 
after emotion stops carrying the load. 

The final issue of this series is not whether Christ is faithful enough to save. He is. The issue 
is whether those whom He saved will believe His words in their proper place and serve Him 
faithfully with what remains of their lives. Saving faith receives the gift. Daily faith walks 
according to the Book. The shield of faith resists the enemy. The prayer of faith submits to 
the Father. Mature faith endures delay. Restored faith rises after failure. Serving faith keeps 
the truth and finishes the course. These are not competing definitions. They are distinct 
biblical applications that become clear when Scripture is rightly divided. 

Faith does not make God obey the believer. It brings the believer into agreement with God. 
It does not create reality. It rests upon the One who created all things. It does not purchase 
salvation. It receives what Christ purchased. It does not guarantee a painless road. It trusts 
the Guide through the valley. It does not turn every prayer into a command. It places every 
request before a wise Father. It does not make the servant flawless. It returns the fallen 
servant to the faithful Saviour. It does not promise that every ship will reach shore intact. It 
promises that Christ will never lose one life committed to His keeping. 

This series is about believing God without turning faith into superstition, presumption, 
wages, religious theatre, or spiritual blackmail. It is about resting completely in Christ for 
salvation and rising responsibly to serve Him afterward. It is about keeping grace free 



without making service cheap, keeping assurance strong without excusing sin, and keeping 
obedience serious without turning it into a second saviour. Faith belongs where God placed 
it. When it is moved, religion takes over. When it is rightly divided, Christ receives all the 
glory, the sinner receives assurance, and the servant receives a course worth finishing. 

 

 

1 of 10 – Faith That Saves and Faith That Serves: The Empty Hand That Receives a 
Finished Salvation 

Key Passage: Romans 4:4–5 

“Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. But to him that 
worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for 
righteousness.” 

Introduction 

Salvation is the one subject upon which fallen man insists upon complicating what God 
made plain. Give a sinner a free gift, and religion will hand him an invoice. Show him a 
finished cross, and some ecclesiastical mechanic will arrive carrying a toolbox, convinced 
that the Lord Jesus Christ overlooked a few bolts. Tell him that “Christ died for our sins 
according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day 
according to the scriptures” according to 1 Corinthians 15:3–4, and human pride 
immediately asks what it can contribute to improve the transaction. The natural man would 
rather climb a thousand stone steps on bleeding knees than stand still and receive eternal 
life as an undeserving beggar. He will confess to weakness more readily than bankruptcy, 
admit that he needs assistance more readily than admit that he needs resurrection, and 
accept Christ as a helper long before he will receive Him as the only Saviour. Yet God’s 
verdict is not that man is spiritually underfunded, slightly damaged, or temporarily 
confused. He is “dead in trespasses and sins” according to Ephesians 2:1. A dead man 
does not need coaching, encouragement, or religious cosmetics. He needs life, and life 
cannot be earned by the corpse. 

The gospel of the grace of God is not an invitation to help Jesus save you. It is the 
announcement that the saving work has already been accomplished. When the Lord Jesus 
cried, “It is finished” in John 19:30, He did not mean that His portion was finished and yours 
was waiting to begin. He did not finish the painful part so a priest could finish the 
ceremonial part, a church could finish the institutional part, and the sinner could finish the 
moral part. He bore the sins, satisfied the justice, shed the blood, endured the wrath, died 



the death, entered the grave, and rose victoriously. Hebrews 10:12 declares, “But this man, 
after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God.” A 
man sits down when the work is done. Religion has spent nearly two thousand years trying 
to make Christ stand back up and add something to an offering God already accepted. The 
cross was not God’s down payment on a salvation plan. It was the full payment for sin, and 
the empty tomb was Heaven’s receipt. 

Saving faith therefore does not offer God a meritorious performance; it receives God’s 
testimony concerning His Son. It does not purchase salvation, produce salvation, 
complete salvation, or preserve salvation. It rests upon the Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
already done everything required to save the believing sinner. Faith is the empty hand that 
receives what grace freely gives, and an empty hand has nothing in it with which to boast. 
Romans 3:27 asks, “Where is boasting then? It is excluded.” The door is shut, the lock is 
turned, and human pride is left standing outside with its baptismal certificates, 
confirmation records, charitable receipts, moral resolutions, and religious medals. 
Salvation is “not of works, lest any man should boast” because God will not populate 
Heaven with creatures eternally congratulating themselves. Every redeemed sinner will 
praise “the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world,” not the impressive 
religious hand that supposedly helped Him carry it. The strength of salvation is not found in 
the hand receiving the gift but in the pierced hand that purchased it. 

1. God Justifies the Ungodly, Not the Nearly Qualified 

Romans 4:5 contains language that knocks the religious props out from under man’s little 
stage: “But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly.” Notice 
whom God justifies. He does not justify the improved, the initiated, the sacramental, the 
emotionally shattered, the publicly reformed, or the sufficiently sorrowful. He justifies “the 
ungodly.” That word is offensive to religious pride because it leaves the sinner without a 
costume. Man prefers respectable diagnoses. He will call himself imperfect, mistaken, 
searching, wounded, sincere, or spiritually unfinished, but God calls him ungodly. Romans 
3:10 says, “There is none righteous, no, not one,” and Romans 3:23 adds, “For all have 
sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” The standard is not whether you behaved 
better than your neighbor, avoided the gutter, attended church, or kept enough 
commandments to look respectable at a funeral. The standard is “the glory of God,” and 
against that standard every mouth is stopped. A man may stand taller than another man in 
a graveyard, but neither one can climb out of his grave. 

The law was never given as a ladder by which sinners could climb into Heaven. It was given 
as a divine witness against them. Romans 3:19 says that “what things soever the law saith, 
it saith to them who are under the law,” with the result “that every mouth may be stopped, 



and all the world may become guilty before God.” The law does not hand out participation 
trophies. It stops mouths. It does not negotiate with good intentions or average the score. 
James 2:10 declares, “For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, 
he is guilty of all.” One broken link breaks the chain, and one sin establishes the sinner’s 
guilt before a holy God. The law can expose dirt, but it cannot wash it away. A mirror can 
show a man the mud on his face, but only a fool tries to scrub himself with the mirror. 
Religion takes the condemning mirror of the law, rubs it against the sinner until he bleeds, 
and then boasts that the process has made him clean. 

God justifies the ungodly because the Lord Jesus Christ died for the ungodly. Romans 5:6 
says, “For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.” The 
sinner was not merely weak enough to need a helping hand; he was “without strength.” 
Christ did not wait for humanity to improve its manners, develop better habits, or 
demonstrate promising spiritual potential. Romans 5:8 declares, “But God commendeth 
his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” Verse 10 goes 
further and says that “when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of 
his Son.” Without strength, ungodly, sinners, enemies—there is God’s fourfold description 
of the people Christ came to save. Grace is not God rewarding the best specimens of a 
fallen race. Grace is God saving His enemies through the blood of His Son. Until a man 
accepts God’s diagnosis, he will never appreciate God’s remedy; a sinner who thinks he 
needs polishing will always resent being told he needs pardoning. 

2. The Gospel Announces a Finished Work 

Paul identifies the gospel plainly in 1 Corinthians 15:1–4. Christ “died for our sins according 
to the scriptures,” “he was buried,” and “he rose again the third day according to the 
scriptures.” The gospel is not a collection of moral advice, political reform, religious rituals, 
family values, or instructions for becoming a more pleasant citizen. Those matters may 
have their proper place, but none of them is the gospel. The gospel concerns a Person and 
a completed historical work: the death, burial, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ for 
our sins. He died because sin demanded death. He was buried because His death was 
real. He rose again because the payment was accepted and death was defeated. A gospel 
that leaves Christ on the cross is incomplete; a gospel that leaves Him in the tomb is 
hopeless; and a gospel that adds human merit after the resurrection is an insult. The glad 
tidings are not that sinners may begin constructing a road to God. The glad tidings are that 
God came down the road to sinners, bore their judgment, and opened the way home. 

The blood of Christ is not a religious symbol added for emotional atmosphere. It is the price 
of redemption. Ephesians 1:7 says, “In whom we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace.” Colossians 1:14 repeats, “In whom 



we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins.” First Peter 1:18–19 
declares that we were not redeemed “with corruptible things, as silver and gold,” but “with 
the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.” The sinner is 
not redeemed by water in a baptistry, wine in a chalice, the hands of a clergyman, tears at 
an altar, or promises made during a frightened moment. Redemption is through Christ’s 
blood. The blood was sufficient when it was shed, sufficient when God accepted it, 
sufficient when you first believed, and it will remain sufficient when you stand before God. 
Calvary does not need an assistant cashier to collect the balance. 

Christ’s resurrection proves that His sacrifice was not an attempt but a triumph. Romans 
4:24–25 speaks of believing “on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead; Who was 
delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification.” The resurrection is 
God’s public declaration that the claims of sin, death, and judgment have been answered. 
The Saviour who bore our sins now lives beyond the reach of death, and the believer’s life is 
joined to His. Romans 6:9 says, “Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death 
hath no more dominion over him.” If salvation depends upon the living Christ, and death 
has no more dominion over Him, then the believer’s security does not rise and fall with the 
weather inside his emotions. Jesus Christ did not emerge from the grave carrying an 
unfinished contract that becomes valid only while the Christian performs properly. He rose 
as the victorious Head of a new creation. The gospel is not Christ making salvation possible 
if the sinner can finish it; it is Christ making salvation complete so the sinner can receive it. 

3. Faith Rests Upon the Right Object 

Faith does not save merely because it is faith. People believe all kinds of things sincerely 
and remain sincerely wrong. A pagan may believe in an idol, a Romanist may believe in a 
sacrament, a modernist may believe in human progress, and a frightened church member 
may believe in the memory of walking an aisle. The sincerity of belief cannot transform a 
false object into a true Saviour. A man may sincerely trust a rotten bridge, but the intensity 
of his confidence will not strengthen the boards beneath him. Saving faith is saving 
because of its object: the Lord Jesus Christ revealed in the gospel. Acts 16:30 records the 
jailer’s urgent question, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” Paul and Silas did not prescribe 
a probationary period, a discipleship course, a sacramental schedule, or a lifetime of 
proving that his repentance was genuine. They answered, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved.” The object was Christ, the condition was belief, and the result 
was salvation. Theology may try to bury that answer beneath footnotes, but the Holy Ghost 
wrote it in words that a jailer could understand at midnight. 

Saving faith is more than knowing that certain events occurred, but it is not some 
mysterious religious sensation added to the gospel. A man may know that Christ died and 



rose again as historical information while continuing to depend upon himself, his church, 
his baptism, or his conduct. The devils possess facts about God and tremble, but no devil 
rests upon Christ as the Saviour provided for sinners. To believe on Christ is to rely upon 
Him as the One who has done what you could never do and has provided what you could 
never earn. Paul said in 2 Timothy 1:12, “I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded 
that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.” His 
confidence was not in the perfection of his commitment but in the ability of the One to 
whom it was committed. Faith is not staring at your own faith until you feel saved. It is 
looking away from yourself to Christ. A man rescued from drowning does not praise the 
elegance of his grip; he praises the strength of the arm that pulled him from the water. 

John 3:14–15 connects believing with Israel’s experience in Numbers 21: “And as Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: That 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life.” The dying Israelite was 
not told to analyze the quality of his vision, measure the sincerity of his glance, reform his 
conduct, or crawl toward the serpent as proof that he truly believed. God said to look, and 
when he looked, he lived. The healing power was not in the eye but in God’s promise 
connected with the object God had provided. Likewise, the saving power is not in faith as 
an independent spiritual force; it is in the crucified and risen Son of God whom faith 
receives. The weakest eye could look at the brazen serpent, and the weakest faith may rest 
upon an almighty Saviour. A trembling hand can receive a priceless gift just as truly as a 
steady one. Salvation does not depend upon whether the sinner can hold Christ firmly 
enough; it depends upon whether Christ can hold the sinner, and John 10:28 settles that 
matter: “neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.” 

4. Faith Is Not a Work Disguised in Religious Clothing 

Romans 4 deliberately sets believing in contrast with working: “But to him that worketh not, 
but believeth.” If faith were a meritorious work, the verse would be nonsense. God does not 
say, “To him who performs the work of believing instead of the work of law-keeping.” He 
contrasts the man attempting to earn with the man who ceases attempting and believes on 
the God who justifies the ungodly. Romans 4:4 explains, “Now to him that worketh is the 
reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt.” Wages are owed; gifts are given. If a sinner 
earns salvation, then God owes it to him, and Heaven becomes a payroll department. But 
Romans 6:23 says, “the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.” The only wages man has earned are death. Eternal life comes from 
an entirely different account—the grace of God in Jesus Christ. Faith does not move 
salvation from the gift column into the wage column. It receives the gift without pretending 
to have earned the wrapping paper. 



Ephesians 2:8–9 declares, “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.” Grace is the 
source, faith is the means of reception, salvation is the gift, and works are excluded as its 
cause. Verse 10 then places works exactly where they belong: “For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works.” The order is divine and cannot be 
reversed. We are not saved by good works; we are saved unto good works. We do not work 
our way into Christ; once saved, we are created in Christ Jesus for a life of service. Religion 
reverses God’s order and then wonders why its converts live under fear. It puts the cart 
before the horse, loads the cart with sacraments, seats a priest in the driver’s position, and 
calls the wreck apostolic Christianity. God’s order is grace, faith, salvation, new creation, 
and then good works. Move works one position forward, and you have corrupted the 
gospel. 

Neither does faith become meritorious because a man can remember the moment he 
believed or describe the decision clearly. The believer must never transfer his confidence 
from Christ to the quality of his response to Christ. Some trust the Lord quietly; others 
experience a flood of emotion. Some remember the precise hour; others remember the 
season in which the truth became clear. Some weep; some rejoice; some simply rest. 
None of these emotional conditions is the foundation of justification. Romans 5:1 says, 
“Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
It does not say we are justified by tears, relief, excitement, vocabulary, or the dramatic 
quality of our testimony. Emotions may accompany faith, but they cannot become 
additions to the gospel. Feelings are good passengers, but miserable drivers. The man who 
makes his feelings the engine of assurance will spend his Christian life stalled beside the 
road. 

5. Religion Manufactures Counterfeit Conditions 

Human religion cannot tolerate the simplicity of grace because grace leaves human 
authority unemployed. If salvation is received directly through faith in Christ, then the 
priest cannot control it, the denomination cannot sell it, the ritual cannot dispense it, and 
the religious professional cannot threaten to repossess it. So men add conditions God did 
not add. One group says baptism completes salvation. Another says sacraments maintain 
it. Another demands evidence of a particular emotional experience. Another insists that 
salvation remains valid only while the recipient performs satisfactorily. Another says you 
must surrender every known sin, promise lifelong obedience, make Christ Lord of every 
area, and produce enough visible fruit before anyone may admit you were saved. By the 
time religion has finished decorating the gospel, the “free gift” resembles a thirty-year 
mortgage with a balloon payment at death. Paul’s warning in Galatians 1:7 remains exact: 



there are those who “would pervert the gospel of Christ.” The cleverest perversion does not 
deny Christ entirely; it places something beside Him. 

Ceremonial obedience cannot wash away sin because the ceremony did not bear sin. 
Water baptism is an act of obedience and a testimony of identification, but water never 
became blood, the baptistry never became Calvary, and the preacher never became the 
Lamb of God. First Corinthians 1:17 records Paul’s plain statement: “For Christ sent me not 
to baptize, but to preach the gospel.” If baptism were part of the saving gospel, Paul would 
have said that Christ sent him both to preach and baptize, for no apostle could rejoice that 
he had been sent without part of the means of salvation. Paul distinguishes the ordinance 
from the gospel because the Holy Ghost knows the difference, even if a denominational 
handbook does not. The thief beside Christ had no opportunity to enter a baptistry, join a 
church, receive communion, or perform restitution. He turned to Christ, and Christ 
answered, “To day shalt thou be with me in paradise.” Religion would have postponed the 
man for lack of paperwork; the Saviour took him home. 

Personal reform also fails as a condition of salvation because reform changes conduct 
without removing guilt. A criminal may behave admirably after committing his crime, but 
improved conduct does not erase the record already in the court. The sinner needs 
justification, not merely renovation. Titus 3:5 says, “Not by works of righteousness which 
we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us.” That verse excludes bad works, 
obviously, but its sharper edge excludes “works of righteousness.” The best deeds a sinner 
can present are rejected as the basis of salvation. Isaiah 64:6 says, “all our 
righteousnesses are as filthy rags.” Notice that it does not say only our wickednesses are 
filthy; it says our righteousnesses. Man’s very best becomes corrupt when offered as 
payment for what only Christ’s blood could purchase. Moral reform may clean the outside 
of the coffin, but it cannot raise the dead man inside. The gospel does not make bad men 
somewhat better so God can tolerate them. It gives guilty sinners the righteousness of 
Christ and makes dead men alive. 

6. Assurance Rests Upon God’s Record, Not Man’s Temperature 

Many believers spend years inspecting their faith when they should be resting upon the 
faithfulness of God. They ask whether they believed strongly enough, felt deeply enough, 
understood fully enough, repented sorrowfully enough, or prayed correctly enough. Their 
attention turns inward until Christ is nearly out of sight. But assurance does not grow by 
digging continually in the soil of the human heart to see whether the root looks alive. It 
grows by believing God’s written testimony concerning His Son. First John 5:11–12 says, 
“And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He 
that hath the Son hath life.” Verse 13 continues, “These things have I written unto you that 



believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life.” God did 
not say you may hope, suppose, guess, or remain nervously optimistic. He said you may 
“know.” Assurance rests upon “the record” God gave, not the spiritual temperature a 
believer happens to register on Tuesday afternoon. 

Faith may be strong or weak in daily experience, but Christ remains the same. A believer’s 
understanding can grow, his confidence can mature, and his walk can become steadier, yet 
none of those improvements increases the sufficiency of Christ’s finished work. Second 
Timothy 2:13 says, “If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself.” That 
verse does not encourage unbelief; it establishes Christ’s immutable character. The 
believer may stumble, but the foundation does not. He may lose fellowship, peace, 
usefulness, reward, and the joy of his salvation, but Christ does not reverse the new birth 
every time His child falls. Hebrews 7:25 says that Christ “is able also to save them to the 
uttermost that come unto God by him,” because “he ever liveth to make intercession for 
them.” The security of the believer is connected to the endless life and priesthood of Christ. 
If salvation lasts only as long as the believer performs, then Christ saves to the next failure, 
not “to the uttermost.” 

Christ’s promise in John 5:24 is plain enough to survive a thousand theological 
committees: “He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting 
life.” The believer “hath” it in the present. He “shall not come into condemnation.” He “is 
passed from death unto life.” Every verb carries assurance. Eternal life is a present 
possession, condemnation is a settled escape, and the passage from death to life has 
already occurred. If everlasting life can end, the Holy Ghost chose the wrong adjective. If 
the believer may yet come into condemnation, the Lord Jesus made the wrong promise. If 
he can pass back from life into death, the tense of Scripture has been reversed. The 
problem is not that the Bible is unclear; the problem is that religious systems become 
nervous when Christ speaks without consulting them. Faith takes God at His word. 
Unbelief corrects the wording and calls the correction theology. 

7. Good Works Follow Salvation but Never Finance It 

The exclusion of works from justification does not make good works unimportant. It places 
them in their proper order and gives them a proper motive. A believer serves because he is 
saved, not to become saved or remain saved. Romans 12:1 begins Christian service with 
the phrase, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God.” Service is the 
response to mercy already received. The believer presents his body “a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God,” not to persuade God to adopt him but because God has already 
made him accepted in the Beloved. Grace does not produce carelessness when properly 
understood; it produces gratitude, devotion, and voluntary obedience. The law threatens a 



servant with dismissal; grace teaches a son to honor his Father. A man working to escape 
Hell serves under terror. A man serving because Christ saved him from Hell serves under 
love. Fear can make a slave move, but grace can make a son give himself. 

The believer’s works concern fellowship, testimony, fruitfulness, chastening, and future 
reward. First Corinthians 3:11 declares, “For other foundation can no man lay than that is 
laid, which is Jesus Christ.” The foundation is settled. Every saved man then builds upon it, 
and his work will be tried by fire. Some materials endure as “gold, silver, precious stones,” 
while others burn as “wood, hay, stubble.” Verse 15 describes the believer whose work is 
burned: “he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.” The loss is 
real, the judgment is serious, and the wasted life is tragic, but the man himself remains 
saved because the fire tests what was built upon the foundation; it does not destroy the 
foundation. Religion confuses the building with the foundation and leaves the Christian 
trying to hold up Christ with a stack of good deeds. Christ holds the believer. The believer’s 
works determine the quality of the building, not whether Jesus Christ remains underneath 
it. 

Good works are therefore evidence of spiritual growth and instruments of Christian service, 
but they must never be turned into a second saviour. Ephesians 2:10 says believers are 
“created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should 
walk in them.” The Christian ought to live cleanly, speak truthfully, give generously, pray 
faithfully, study diligently, witness boldly, forgive freely, endure hardship, resist sin, and 
serve the Lord. But every one of those duties must remain on the saved side of the cross. 
Move one of them to the unsaved side as a requirement for receiving justification, and the 
gospel has been corrupted. Works are the fruit upon the living tree, not the hands that 
planted it. They are the evidence of useful service, not currency accepted at Heaven’s gate. 
Christ did not save us because our works were good; He saved us so our works could finally 
become good for the right reason. Grace does not lower the standard of service. It removes 
service from the auction block and places it upon the altar. 

Conclusion 

The sinner’s only safe resting place is the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ. Not Christ 
plus baptism, Christ plus sacraments, Christ plus reform, Christ plus perseverance, Christ 
plus church membership, Christ plus emotional anguish, or Christ plus a lifetime of proving 
that faith was genuine. The addition of one grain of human merit contaminates the 
message because Romans 11:6 says, “And if by grace, then is it no more of works: 
otherwise grace is no more grace.” Grace mixed with works is not diluted grace; it is no 
grace at all. A drop of poison does not become harmless because it is placed in a glass 
containing mostly clean water. The religious teacher who says Christ did ninety-nine 



percent and man must supply the remaining one percent has not honored Christ with a 
large share. He has denied the sufficiency of Christ altogether. The Lord Jesus is not the 
senior partner in salvation. He is the Saviour. 

Faith brings nothing to the transaction except need. It has no merit to display, no price to 
offer, and no righteousness to contribute. It receives Christ and rests upon God’s promise. 
The empty hand is not praised for its emptiness; the gift is praised for its greatness. The 
wounded Israelite in the wilderness lived because he looked where God told him to look. 
The Philippian jailer was saved because he believed on the Lord Jesus Christ. Abraham’s 
faith was counted for righteousness because he believed God. The sinner today is justified 
in the same manner described in Romans 4:5: he works not but believes “on him that 
justifieth the ungodly.” The gospel does not call the sinner to manufacture a heroic faith. It 
calls him to place whatever trembling faith he has upon an almighty Christ. A small key can 
open a great door when it fits the lock God made. 

Stop measuring the strength of the hand and look at the strength of the Saviour. Stop 
staring into your feelings for a verdict God placed in His Book. Stop dragging yesterday’s 
failures into Calvary as though Christ forgot to pay for them. If you have believed on the 
Lord Jesus Christ—trusting His death, burial, and resurrection as the complete payment for 
your sins—then God’s word says you have everlasting life. Your assurance rests upon His 
record, your righteousness is found in His Son, and your security depends upon His 
faithfulness. Now serve Him, obey Him, honor Him, and walk worthy of the calling you have 
received—but never confuse the service of a saved son with the price of becoming one. 
Salvation was purchased by blood, offered by grace, received through faith, and secured in 
Christ. The hand that receives it is empty, but the salvation placed within it is eternally full. 

 

 

2 of 10 – Faith That Saves and Faith That Serves: The Faith of Jesus Christ and the Faith 
That Rests in Him 

Key Passage: Galatians 2:16 

“Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, 
even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and 
not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.” 

Introduction 

There are words in the King James Bible that modern religion reads quickly, modern 
scholarship edits casually, and the Holy Ghost placed exactly. One of those expressions is 



“the faith of Jesus Christ.” It appears where justification is being explained, where 
righteousness is being revealed, where the believer’s standing is being established, and 
where every rag of human merit is being swept out of the courtroom. Yet the expression has 
been handled as though it were an embarrassing grammatical stain that must be scrubbed 
from the page. The Authorized Version says “the faith of Jesus Christ,” and the modern 
reviser, with the confidence of a mechanic who thinks the Engineer misplaced a part, 
changes it to “faith in Jesus Christ.” Then he announces that nothing was lost. But 
something was lost. A distinction was flattened, a foundation was obscured, and Christ’s 
perfect faithfulness was pushed into the background while man’s imperfect act of believing 
was made to carry weight it was never meant to bear. The Bible certainly teaches faith in 
Christ, but it also teaches the faith of Christ. Those expressions are related, but they are 
not identical, and God did not preserve two forms of speech because He had run out of ink. 

Faith in Jesus Christ describes the sinner’s personal reliance upon the Saviour. The faith of 
Jesus Christ directs us to the perfect faithfulness, obedience, fidelity, and completed work 
of the Saviour upon whom the sinner relies. One is the receiving hand; the other belongs to 
the One who secured the gift. One is the sinner believing on Christ; the other is Christ 
remaining faithful through humiliation, temptation, suffering, obedience, crucifixion, burial, 
and resurrection. Saving faith is necessary, but saving faith has no saving virtue in isolation 
from its object. The sinner’s faith does not manufacture righteousness; it receives a 
righteousness grounded in the faithful Son of God. A trembling man may step onto a solid 
bridge, and the bridge carries him because it is strong, not because his knees stopped 
shaking. In the same manner, the believer is not justified because his faith was emotionally 
impressive, intellectually complete, or heroically unwavering. He is justified because Jesus 
Christ was faithful unto death, satisfied the righteousness of God, and finished the work 
entrusted to Him. The sinner’s faith rests; Christ’s faithfulness bears the weight. 

This distinction is no decorative piece of theology intended to occupy seminary shelves 
while sinners perish and believers doubt. It reaches into the heart of justification and 
assurance. If salvation finally depends upon the quality of the believer’s faith, then every 
season of weakness becomes a threat, every unanswered question becomes a crack in the 
foundation, and every emotional winter raises the possibility that eternal life has quietly 
expired. But if the believer’s faith rests upon Christ’s unchanging faithfulness, then 
assurance is anchored outside the unstable weather of the human heart. Second Timothy 
2:13 declares, “If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself.” The 
believer may falter; Christ cannot. The believer’s grip may weaken; Christ’s hand does not. 
The believer may look inward and find confusion, weakness, inconsistency, and unfinished 
sanctification, but when he looks to Christ, he finds One who “became obedient unto 



death, even the death of the cross.” Salvation is not secured by the perfection of the one 
believing. It is secured by the perfection of the One believed. 

1. God Wrote “Of” Where Religion Prefers “In” 

Galatians 2:16 is one of the clearest demonstrations that “the faith of Jesus Christ” and 
believing “in Jesus Christ” cannot simply be collapsed into the same expression. Paul 
writes, “Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus 
Christ,” and then immediately adds, “even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might 
be justified by the faith of Christ.” In a single verse the Holy Ghost uses both constructions. 
If “faith of Christ” merely meant the same thing as “we have believed in Jesus Christ,” then 
the verse becomes a clumsy repetition. But the verse is not clumsy; the reader is careless. 
Paul identifies the foundation and then the reception of that foundation. Justification rests 
upon the faith of Jesus Christ, and the sinner personally believes in Jesus Christ so that the 
righteousness secured by Christ may be reckoned to him. God supplied the distinction in 
one verse, close enough that nobody could honestly claim the two expressions never 
appeared together. Naturally, that has not stopped the professional corrector. When a man 
is determined to erase a distinction, placing both halves in the same sentence merely gives 
him two places to use his eraser. 

The little word “of” carries more doctrinal freight than some entire systems of theology. 
Scripture speaks of “the faith of God” in Romans 3:3, asking, “For what if some did not 
believe? shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect?” The passage is not 
describing man’s faith directed toward God. It is speaking of God’s own faithfulness—His 
fidelity to His word, covenant, character, and promises. Human unbelief cannot make God 
unfaithful. In the same manner, Revelation 14:12 speaks of “the faith of Jesus,” and the 
language again directs attention beyond a religious feeling in man. The Bible uses faith in 
ways that include fidelity, trustworthiness, steadfastness, and faithfulness. To treat every 
occurrence as though it could mean only the sinner’s mental act of believing is to shrink 
the word until it fits inside a doctrinal matchbox. The Lord Jesus Christ was not only the 
object of saving faith; He was the faithful One who carried out the Father’s will perfectly. 
Scripture calls Him “the faithful witness” in Revelation 1:5 and “Faithful and True” in 
Revelation 19:11. Heaven gave Him the name; scholarship reaches for a red pencil. 

This does not mean that every appearance of “faith” refers to the same application. 
Scripture commands the reader to study and rightly divide, not pour every verse into the 
same theological blender and serve the mixture as doctrine. There is saving faith, daily 
faith, the shield of faith, weak faith, strong faith, shipwrecked faith, the faith once delivered, 
and the faith of Jesus Christ. Context determines the application, and exact wording 
preserves the distinction. A faithful Bible reader does not ask how quickly he can make two 



different phrases mean the same thing. He asks why God used one phrase in one place and 
another phrase in the next. The man who treats every preposition as disposable will 
eventually treat every doctrine as negotiable. “Of” points to Christ’s faithfulness; “in” 
describes the sinner’s reliance upon Him. The first establishes the ground; the second 
brings the sinner personally into the benefit of that ground. Take away either truth, and the 
gospel is damaged. Preserve both, and justification stands where God placed it—upon a 
faithful Christ received by personal faith. 

2. Christ Was Faithful in Everything Adam Failed to Be 

The first Adam was placed in a garden surrounded by abundance, given one prohibition, 
and failed. The last Adam entered a wilderness surrounded by deprivation, faced the 
tempter directly, and remained faithful. Adam stood among trees bearing food and 
disobeyed; Christ fasted forty days and answered Satan with, “It is written.” Adam reached 
for what God forbade; Christ refused what Satan offered. Adam’s disobedience opened the 
door to sin and death; Christ’s obedience opened the way to righteousness and life. 
Romans 5:19 declares, “For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by 
the obedience of one shall many be made righteous.” That righteousness does not rest 
upon the obedience of the many. It rests upon “the obedience of one.” The whole religious 
world continually reverses the verse, teaching that through the obedience of many, those 
many may gradually make themselves acceptable. God says the decisive obedience 
belonged to One. Adam’s act condemned his race; Christ’s obedience secured the 
righteous basis upon which believing sinners are justified. 

The obedience of Christ was not limited to one dramatic moment at Calvary. His entire 
earthly life displayed uninterrupted faithfulness to the Father. In John 8:29 He said, “I do 
always those things that please him.” No other man could make that statement without 
either lying or revealing that he had never examined himself. Christ pleased the Father 
always—in thought, speech, motive, action, private conduct, public ministry, temptation, 
rejection, sorrow, and suffering. Hebrews 3:1–2 calls Him “Christ Jesus; Who was faithful to 
him that appointed him.” Hebrews 2:13 places upon His lips the words, “I will put my trust 
in him.” As the incarnate Son, He walked in perfect dependence upon the Father, fulfilling 
every demand of righteousness without stain. He never revised God’s words, never 
surrendered to pressure, never compromised with religious authority, never bowed to 
political power, and never used divine power to escape the path appointed to Him. The first 
man traded God’s word for a piece of fruit. The perfect Man held God’s word while nails 
were driven through His hands. 

Philippians 2:7–8 says that Christ “made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the 
form of a servant,” and “humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the 



death of the cross.” His obedience was not theoretical. It traveled downward through 
humiliation, rejection, betrayal, false accusation, scourging, mockery, crucifixion, and 
death. He did not merely begin the Father’s work with enthusiasm; He finished it beneath 
judgment. In Gethsemane He prayed, “nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done.” That is 
faithfulness under a weight no sinner has ever carried. The Lord Jesus did not trust the 
Father only while multitudes shouted Hosanna. He remained faithful when disciples fled, 
priests lied, soldiers mocked, the sky darkened, and the sword of divine justice descended. 
Faithfulness proved only under pleasant conditions is little more than religious 
convenience. Christ’s faithfulness walked into the darkness and remained perfect when 
the darkness did its worst. The believer rests upon a Saviour whose obedience was not 
interrupted by the cross but crowned there. 

3. Romans 3 Reveals Righteousness Through the Faith of Christ 

Romans 3 first closes every human mouth before it opens the treasury of divine 
righteousness. Verse 19 declares that the law speaks “that every mouth may be stopped, 
and all the world may become guilty before God.” Verse 20 then removes the works of the 
law from the ground of justification: “Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh 
be justified in his sight.” That is the courtroom setting in which Paul introduces “the 
righteousness of God.” Man has no righteousness adequate to the standard, the law 
cannot justify the lawbreaker, and the entire world stands guilty. Then Romans 3:21 
announces, “But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being 
witnessed by the law and the prophets.” God does not lower His righteousness until sinners 
can reach it. He reveals a righteousness apart from their law-keeping. Salvation does not 
occur because God learns to overlook sin with grandfatherly sentimentality. It occurs 
because His righteousness has been fully satisfied in Jesus Christ. 

Romans 3:22 identifies this righteousness as “Even the righteousness of God which is by 
faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe.” There are two movements in 
that verse. The righteousness is “by faith of Jesus Christ,” establishing its basis in Him, and 
it comes “upon all them that believe,” identifying those who receive it. The verse does not 
teach universal salvation merely because Christ was faithful, for the righteousness is 
placed upon “them that believe.” Neither does it teach that the sinner’s faith created the 
righteousness, for it is “the righteousness of God” and comes “by faith of Jesus Christ.” 
Christ secured it; faith receives it. The provision is sufficient “unto all,” but the application 
is “upon all them that believe.” The words guard both sides of the truth. The Calvinist 
cannot lock the provision away from the “all,” and the universalist cannot place the 
righteousness upon those who refuse to believe. The sentence is balanced with divine 
precision until a reviser decides it would read better after he removes half the machinery. 



Romans 3:24–26 continues by declaring that believers are “justified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,” whom God set forth “to be a propitiation 
through faith in his blood.” Christ’s blood satisfied the righteous demands of God against 
sin, allowing God to remain “just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.” God did 
not save sinners by ignoring the law, relaxing holiness, or misplacing the record of their 
guilt. He saved them righteously because Christ bore the judgment. The cross is where 
mercy and truth met together, where righteousness and peace kissed each other, and 
where God’s justice was not suspended but satisfied. The sinner believes in Jesus, but 
Jesus Christ is the One who supplied the blood, endured the wrath, accomplished 
redemption, and maintained perfect faithfulness. Personal faith is the door of reception; 
Christ’s faithfulness is the foundation beneath the entire house. A door without a 
foundation opens into empty air. 

4. Galatians 2 Separates Believing From the Basis of Justification 

Galatians was written because religious men were trying to drag justified believers back 
beneath a system of law. The Judaizers did not necessarily deny that Christ mattered. False 
religion is usually more subtle than that. They simply insisted that Christ was insufficient by 
Himself and that circumcision, law-keeping, and Jewish observance must be added. This is 
the ancient formula of religious corruption: begin with Christ, add human obedience, and 
claim the mixture is more complete than grace. Paul answered without diplomatic fog. 
Galatians 2:16 declares three times that works of the law do not justify and twice that 
justification is by “the faith of Jesus Christ” or “the faith of Christ.” Between those 
statements Paul says, “even we have believed in Jesus Christ.” The repetition is not 
accidental. The Holy Ghost erects a doctrinal barricade against the legalist: Christ’s 
faithfulness is the ground, personal belief is the reception, and works of law contribute 
nothing. 

The verse says, “even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the 
faith of Christ.” Paul and Peter were not justified merely because Christ was faithful while 
they remained unbelieving. They personally believed in Jesus Christ. Personal faith is 
indispensable. But their believing did not become the meritorious cause of their 
justification. It brought them into the benefit of what Christ had faithfully accomplished. 
The distinction keeps personal responsibility and divine sufficiency in their proper places. 
The sinner cannot say, “Christ was faithful, so I need not believe,” because Scripture 
commands him to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. Neither can he say, “My faith was so 
excellent that God owed me justification,” because the righteousness received rests upon 
the faithful work of Another. Faith excludes boasting precisely because it looks away from 



itself. The moment a man begins congratulating himself for the quality of his faith, he has 
turned an empty hand into a clenched fist full of pride. 

Paul then says in Galatians 2:21, “I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness 
come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.” Those are not mild words, and they leave no 
room for religious compromise. If law-keeping contributes to the righteousness by which a 
sinner is accepted, then Christ died unnecessarily. Adding works does not merely 
supplement Calvary; it declares Calvary inadequate. The ritualist may speak reverently of 
Christ, hang crosses on every wall, light candles beneath His image, and recite creeds 
about His deity, but if he teaches that human performance must complete justification, his 
theology writes “in vain” across the blood of the Son of God. A drop of human merit placed 
into grace does not improve grace; it frustrates it. Christ did not descend from Heaven, take 
flesh, endure contradiction, bear sin, shed blood, die, and rise again so a church 
committee could announce that the sinner still owes a balance. 

5. Galatians 2:20 Places Christian Life Upon Christ’s Faithfulness 

Galatians 2:20 carries the truth beyond initial justification into the believer’s new identity 
and daily life: “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
me.” Paul does not describe Christianity as the old man being repaired by religious effort. 
The old identity has been judged at the cross, and a new life now operates through union 
with Christ. “Yet not I, but Christ liveth in me” destroys the vanity of fleshly religion. The 
Christian life is not Adam made respectable by attending church. It is the life of Christ 
manifested in a believer who has been joined to Him. The flesh would rather be improved 
than crucified because an improved flesh can still take credit. God gives it no such 
opportunity. Romans 6:6 says, “Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him.” God 
did not send the old man to finishing school. He sentenced him at Calvary. 

Paul continues, “and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of 
God.” Again, the Authorized Version does not say merely “faith in the Son of God.” Paul 
certainly believed in Christ, but the Christian life is sustained upon the faithfulness of the 
Son of God who lives in him. Christ does not save a sinner and then retire from the case. 
The same faithful Saviour who secured justification becomes the believer’s life, advocate, 
intercessor, Head, and keeper. Hebrews 7:25 says, “he ever liveth to make intercession for 
them.” First John 2:1 says, “we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous.” The believer’s continued standing does not rest upon his ability to maintain a 
flawless record after conversion. It rests upon a living Christ who remains righteous, 
faithful, and active on his behalf. If eternal security depended upon the believer’s 
uninterrupted faithfulness, Heaven would contain the Lord Jesus Christ and nobody else. 



Paul concludes the verse by speaking of “the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself 
for me.” The faith of Christ is not an abstract doctrinal mechanism. It is the faithfulness of a 
Person who loved and gave Himself. Christ’s fidelity brought Him all the way to 
substitution. He did not merely teach Paul, inspire Paul, set an example for Paul, or offer 
Paul a chance to rehabilitate himself. He gave Himself “for me.” That little personal phrase 
brings Calvary home without reducing its universal sufficiency. The believer does not live by 
admiring Christ from a theological distance; he lives in union with the One who loved him 
personally and paid for him completely. Daily faith therefore rests upon the same faithful 
Christ who justified the sinner at the beginning. The Christian may have a bad day, a weak 
day, a frightened day, or a day when his flesh behaves like the unburied corpse that it is, but 
Christ never has an unfaithful day. 

6. Philippians 3 Rejects Personal Righteousness for Christ’s Righteousness 

If any man could have presented impressive religious credentials, Paul could. Philippians 3 
lists his advantages: circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews, touching the law a Pharisee, and touching “the 
righteousness which is in the law, blameless.” Paul had the ancestry, education, zeal, 
denomination, discipline, and public record. He was the fellow religious institutions would 
place on the platform and introduce with a biography long enough to consume half the 
meeting. Yet Paul says in verse 7, “But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for 
Christ.” He does not merely say his sins were loss. He counts his religious gains as loss 
when they compete with Christ. The sewer is filthy, but so is self-righteousness when a 
man drags it before God as payment. A dirty beggar and a polished Pharisee need the same 
blood. 

Philippians 3:8 says Paul counted all things loss “for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Christ Jesus my Lord,” adding, “for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count 
them but dung, that I may win Christ.” Paul did not place his religious achievements in a 
small secondary account in case grace failed. He counted them dung. That is plain enough 
to offend every man who thinks God is impressed by ecclesiastical pedigrees. Dung may be 
arranged neatly, stamped by a denomination, perfumed by a theologian, and carried in a 
gold container, but its nature has not improved. Paul surrendered every claim to personal 
righteousness because he had seen the righteousness available in Christ. A man does not 
cling to counterfeit coins after being shown the treasury. He drops them. 

Verse 9 gives the doctrinal heart of the matter: “And be found in him, not having mine own 
righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the 
righteousness which is of God by faith.” Paul rejects “mine own righteousness” and 
receives a righteousness “through the faith of Christ.” Then he says it is “of God by faith,” 



again preserving both divine provision and personal reception. The righteousness belongs 
to God, comes through Christ’s faithfulness, and is received by faith. The believer is found 
“in him,” not standing before God in the thin garment of personal achievement. Second 
Corinthians 5:21 declares that Christ, who knew no sin, was made sin for us “that we might 
be made the righteousness of God in him.” The exchange is complete: our sin charged to 
Christ, His righteousness reckoned to us. Salvation is not God pretending the believer 
became righteous enough. It is God placing the believer in the Righteous One. 

7. Assurance Looks to the Faithful One, Not the Faltering Believer 

The human heart is a miserable foundation for assurance because it changes by the hour. 
One morning the believer feels confident; by evening he remembers an old failure and 
begins wondering whether he was ever saved. One sermon encourages him; the next 
preacher tells him that unless his fruit meets an unspecified standard, he may merely be 
self-deceived. One day his prayers seem alive; the next day they appear to strike the ceiling 
and fall into his lap. If assurance depends upon the consistency of his emotions, the clarity 
of his memory, the strength of his devotion, or the perfection of his conduct, then 
assurance will sway like a screen door in a hurricane. God never commanded the believer 
to anchor eternity to a feeling. He gave him a written record and a faithful Saviour. First John 
5:11 says, “And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his 
Son.” Eternal life is located in the Son, not in the believer’s emotional bloodstream. 

The believer’s faith may experience weakness without Christ’s faithfulness suffering any 
reduction. Peter provides a striking example. The Lord told him in Luke 22:31–32, “Satan 
hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: But I have prayed for thee, that thy 
faith fail not.” Peter soon denied Christ three times, yet Christ’s intercession held him 
through the collapse and restored him afterward. Peter’s courage failed, his mouth 
betrayed him, and his boasting dissolved beside a fire; nevertheless, Christ did not lose His 
disciple. The Saviour knew the failure before it occurred, prayed before the attack arrived, 
and stood ready to restore the fallen apostle. That is not an excuse for denial; Peter wept 
bitterly. It is a revelation of the difference between a believer’s faltering performance and 
Christ’s faithful preservation. The sheep may wander foolishly, but the Shepherd does not 
misplace His property. 

Second Timothy 1:12 gives assurance its proper voice: “I know whom I have believed, and 
am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that 
day.” Paul did not say, “I know how impressively I believed.” He said, “I know whom I have 
believed.” His assurance rested upon Christ’s ability to keep. Jude 24 praises Him “that is 
able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory 
with exceeding joy.” The believer will be presented faultless, not because he lived without 



fault after salvation, but because he stands in the faultless Christ. The Christian must 
examine his walk, confess his sins, judge his flesh, and pursue holiness, but he must never 
confuse the condition of his walk with the perfection of his standing. Assurance does not 
deny the believer’s weakness. It denies that his weakness is stronger than Christ’s 
faithfulness. 

Conclusion 

The King James Bible preserves a distinction worth defending because it magnifies the Lord 
Jesus Christ. “Faith in Jesus Christ” tells the sinner where to place his reliance. “The faith of 
Jesus Christ” reveals why that reliance is safe. The first concerns the sinner’s reception; the 
second concerns the Saviour’s faithfulness. The two truths do not compete; they meet in 
justification. Christ did not believe in the sinner, and the sinner did not accomplish 
redemption. Christ faithfully performed the saving work, and the sinner believes on Him to 
receive its benefit. Confusing those roles either removes personal responsibility or turns 
human faith into merit. Scripture does neither. It commands, “Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved,” while grounding that salvation entirely in the obedient, 
crucified, risen, and faithful Son of God. 

The believer is therefore not saved because his faith is a flawless spiritual achievement. His 
faith may begin with a trembling voice, limited understanding, and no emotional fireworks 
whatsoever. What matters is the Christ upon whom that faith rests. A weak faith resting 
upon a strong Christ is safer than strong confidence resting upon a false hope. The bridge 
carries the traveler; the traveler’s confidence does not carry the bridge. Christ was faithful 
where Adam failed, faithful where Israel rebelled, faithful where the law condemned, 
faithful where disciples fled, faithful through temptation, faithful unto death, and faithful 
beyond the grave. He satisfied God’s righteousness, shed the redeeming blood, rose for our 
justification, and lives to make intercession. The sinner brings no foundation to this 
salvation. He steps by faith upon the foundation God has already laid. 

Do not build assurance upon the intensity of the moment when you believed, the clearness 
of every doctrine you understood, the amount of emotion you experienced, or the unbroken 
quality of your conduct since that day. Build where God built. Rest in Jesus Christ. Believe 
God’s record concerning His Son. Your faith receives Him, but His faithfulness keeps you. 
Your hand may tremble, but His promise does not. Your feelings may dim, but His blood 
does not lose its value. Your service may falter, but His intercession does not miss a day. 
The faith that saves is personal faith in Christ; the foundation that makes that faith secure 
is the faithfulness of Christ. The sinner believes, the Saviour saves, and the glory belongs to 
the One who was faithful all the way to the cross and will remain faithful all the way through 
eternity. 



3 of 10 – Faith That Saves and Faith That Serves: When Religion Adds a Receipt to 
God’s Free Gift 

Key Passage: Ephesians 2:8–10 

“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 
Not of works, lest any man should boast. 
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath 
before ordained that we should walk in them.” 

Introduction 

God calls salvation a gift, and religion immediately reaches for a receipt book. The Holy 
Ghost says, “the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord,” and the religious 
salesman says the gift requires a down payment, monthly installments, an annual 
inspection, and a final payment at death. One system demands water baptism before God 
may justify the sinner. Another installs a priest, a sacrament, a confessional booth, and an 
altar between the sinner and the finished work of Christ. Another begins with grace but 
keeps a legal ledger afterward, threatening to repossess eternal life when the believer’s 
performance falls beneath an invisible standard. Another speaks of faith but quietly defines 
faith as a lifetime of sufficiently successful conduct. The labels differ, the robes change, 
and the buildings range from stained-glass cathedrals to converted shopping centers, but 
the bookkeeping is the same. Christ pays most of the bill, man pays the balance, and the 
religious institution charges a handling fee. God’s gospel does not operate that way. If the 
sinner must pay for the gift, it is not a gift. If he must work for it, it is wages. If he must help 
finish it, Christ did not finish it. 

The trouble begins with human pride. Fallen man would rather owe God something than 
admit that he has nothing. He wants to stand before Heaven as a contributor instead of 
kneeling as a bankrupt sinner. He can tolerate mercy as long as mercy is merely a discount 
on the original price, but grace insults him by declaring that he cannot pay anything. 
Romans 4:4–5 puts the matter beyond honest confusion: “Now to him that worketh is the 
reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him 
that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.” A worker earns wages, 
and an employer owes him payment. But God is no sinner’s employer in the matter of 
justification, because the only wages the sinner has earned are identified in Romans 6:23: 
“For the wages of sin is death.” Eternal life comes from another account entirely: “but the 
gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Death is earned; life is given. Hell is 
wages; Heaven is grace. Man’s paycheck contains judgment, while God’s gift contains 
eternal life. 



Good works have a proper place, and the Bible gives them a large one. The saved man 
should live cleanly, serve faithfully, give generously, pray earnestly, study diligently, witness 
boldly, endure hardship, resist sin, and labor for the Lord. But not one of those works 
purchases, completes, preserves, or renews his justification. Good works are the fruit of 
salvation, not the price of it; the consequence of life, not the cause of it; the service of a 
son, not the entrance fee into the family. Ephesians 2:10 follows verses 8–9 for a reason. 
First comes salvation “by grace” and “through faith,” explicitly “not of works.” Then comes 
the believer as God’s workmanship, “created in Christ Jesus unto good works.” Religion 
reverses the order, puts verse 10 in front of verse 8, and then spends the rest of its time 
trying to make a corpse bear fruit so God will agree to make it alive. God gives life first. The 
living man then works because life has been given. A tree does not bear fruit to become 
alive; it bears fruit because life is already in it. 

1. A Gift and a Wage Cannot Occupy the Same Envelope 

Romans 4 establishes an absolute contrast between reward reckoned by debt and 
righteousness received by faith. “Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of 
grace, but of debt.” If a man works for an agreed wage, his employer does not congratulate 
himself for being gracious when payday arrives. He owes the money. The worker may rightly 
demand it because a debt has been created. Apply that principle to salvation, and the 
absurdity of works-righteousness becomes plain. If human conduct earns justification, 
then God is indebted to the sinner. The sinner may arrive at Heaven, present his records, 
and demand admission as wages owed. That doctrine turns the Judge of all the earth into a 
debtor and the guilty criminal into a creditor. It puts fallen man behind the counter and 
Almighty God before it. Religion may decorate the transaction with stained glass and Latin 
phrases, but the arrogance remains. Any system teaching that God owes eternal life in 
response to human performance has placed the sinner’s hand around God’s throat. 

Verse 5 overturns the entire arrangement: “But to him that worketh not, but believeth on 
him that justifieth the ungodly.” The verse does not say that the sinner performs religious 
works more sincerely, replaces immoral works with moral works, or exchanges Jewish 
works for Christian works. It says he “worketh not” and “believeth.” Faith is contrasted with 
working because faith receives what Christ accomplished. The sinner ceases trying to 
establish his own claim and believes on the God who justifies the ungodly. He brings no 
invoice, submits no résumé, and offers no spiritual collateral. He comes guilty and believes 
on the One who justifies him through the righteousness of Jesus Christ. That is offensive to 
the flesh because it saves the drunkard and the respectable church member on precisely 
the same basis. The drunkard cannot offer sobriety, and the church member cannot offer 



respectability. Both must come with empty hands. Grace removes the silk gloves from the 
Pharisee and the dirt from the prodigal, but it first declares both hands unable to pay. 

Romans 6:23 preserves the same contrast in the words “wages” and “gift.” Sin pays wages 
because the sinner has earned death through rebellion. God gives eternal life because no 
sinner could ever earn it. Notice also that eternal life is not given through a church, 
ordinance, minister, moral code, or probationary covenant. It is “through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.” The life is inseparable from the Son. First John 5:11 says, “God hath given to us 
eternal life, and this life is in his Son.” Verse 12 continues, “He that hath the Son hath life; 
and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.” The decisive question is not whether a 
man has accumulated enough religious wages but whether he has the Son. If he has Christ, 
he has life. If he does not have Christ, a warehouse full of ceremonies cannot give it to him. 
Religion offers the wrapping paper without the gift and then charges admission to look 
inside the empty box. 

2. Grace and Works Cannot Be Mixed Without Destroying Grace 

Romans 11:6 states the principle with mathematical precision: “And if by grace, then is it 
no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace.” Grace and works are not two 
ingredients that may be mixed in different proportions according to denominational taste. 
Grace excludes works as the cause of acceptance, and works exclude grace. If salvation is 
ninety-nine percent grace and one percent human merit, it is not mostly grace; it is no 
longer grace at all. A single drop of poison changes the nature of the drink. A single human 
work introduced as part of the ground of justification changes the nature of the gospel. The 
amount is irrelevant. Whether the religious teacher demands circumcision, baptism, Mass, 
Sabbath observance, church membership, charitable giving, commandment keeping, 
moral perseverance, or a lifetime of demonstrated surrender, he has placed human 
performance alongside Christ. The moment he does that, grace has been evicted and debt 
has moved into the house. 

Paul makes the same argument in Galatians 5:2–4 concerning circumcision. “If ye be 
circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing.” Circumcision was commanded by God to 
Abraham and carried genuine covenantal significance for Israel, yet when false teachers 
imposed it upon Gentile believers as necessary for justification, Paul did not call it a helpful 
supplement. He said Christ would profit them nothing. Verse 4 declares, “Christ is become 
of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace.” 
The issue was not that circumcision was an immoral act. The issue was that a legitimate 
ordinance from another covenantal and dispensational setting was being added to the 
grace of God as a condition of justification. A good work placed in the wrong doctrinal 
position becomes an enemy of the gospel. Religious men specialize in taking something 



God commanded somewhere and forcing it upon people to whom God did not command it 
for a purpose God never assigned to it. 

Galatians 2:21 says, “I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the 
law, then Christ is dead in vain.” That is the Holy Ghost’s judgment on every gospel 
containing a human surcharge. If righteousness comes by law, ritual, endurance, or reform, 
then Christ’s death was unnecessary. The religious system may praise the cross in its songs 
and display it above its altar, but if it teaches that human works help secure righteousness, 
it has written “in vain” over the blood beneath all that ceremony. A man does not honor 
Christ by saying He did almost enough. “Almost enough” is another way of saying “not 
enough.” The cross is either the complete ground of justification or it is an incomplete 
religious gesture. Christ is either the Saviour or merely an assistant to the sinner’s self-
improvement program. Grace does not ask works to share the platform. It points to an 
empty cross, an empty tomb, and a seated Saviour, and tells human merit to sit down. 

3. Sacraments and Ordinances Cannot Complete the Blood 

Water baptism is the most common religious receipt stapled to God’s free gift. Scripture 
gives baptism an honorable place as an act of obedience, identification, and public 
testimony, but never as a supplement to the blood of Christ in the gospel committed to 
Paul. First Corinthians 1:17 declares, “For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the 
gospel.” If water baptism were an indispensable part of the saving gospel, Paul’s statement 
would be unthinkable. No apostle could say Christ did not send him to administer part of 
the means by which sinners receive eternal life. In verses 14–16, Paul even thanks God that 
he baptized very few members of the Corinthian assembly, lest parties form around his 
name. He could never thank God for failing to perform an act necessary to keep those 
people out of Hell. Baptism follows faith as obedience; it does not join Christ’s blood as 
payment. Water can wash dirt from flesh, but it cannot scrub sin from the record books of 
Heaven. 

The same principle applies to every sacramental system claiming that grace is dispensed, 
renewed, strengthened, restored, or maintained through ceremonies administered by 
authorized religious officials. Ephesians 1:7 does not say, “In whom we have redemption 
through the sacraments.” It says, “In whom we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace.” Colossians 1:14 repeats, “In whom 
we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins.” First Peter 1:18–19 
says believers were redeemed “with the precious blood of Christ.” No priest can reproduce 
that blood on an altar, no minister can dispense its saving virtue through his fingertips, and 
no institution owns the valve controlling its flow. Christ offered “one sacrifice for sins for 
ever” and “sat down on the right hand of God” according to Hebrews 10:12. A repeated 



sacrifice announces by its repetition that the earlier one was insufficient. Christ’s one 
sacrifice announces by His seated position that nothing remains to be offered. 

Church membership cannot save for the same reason: the church did not die for the sinner. 
A membership roll may identify someone as a Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian, Roman 
Catholic, Pentecostal, Lutheran, or member of whatever label was painted on the sign, but 
God’s Book asks whether he is “in Christ.” First Corinthians 12:13 says that by one Spirit 
believers are baptized into one body. That spiritual placement occurs through the operation 
of God, not through a committee vote or a secretary entering a name into a database. 
Nicodemus possessed religion, position, knowledge, reputation, and membership among 
Israel’s rulers, yet Christ told him, “Ye must be born again.” Judas belonged outwardly to 
the apostolic company, heard the greatest Preacher who ever lived, and handled the 
ministry’s finances, but he remained “the son of perdition.” Being near holy things does not 
make a man holy. Sitting in a church no more makes a sinner a Christian than sleeping in a 
garage makes him an automobile. 

4. Law-Keeping and Moral Reform Cannot Erase Guilt 

The law reveals sin but supplies no righteousness to the lawbreaker. Romans 3:20 
declares, “Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for 
by the law is the knowledge of sin.” The law functions like a straightedge laid beside a 
crooked line. It reveals the crookedness but does not straighten it. It functions like a mirror 
that exposes dirt but provides no water with which to wash. When the law says, “Thou shalt 
not covet,” it reveals the corruption inside the sinner; it does not remove that corruption. 
Romans 7:13 says that sin by the commandment becomes “exceeding sinful.” The law is 
holy, just, and good, but the sinner is carnal and sold under sin. The problem is not a 
defective commandment. The problem is defective flesh. Putting a longer rulebook into the 
hands of a condemned sinner gives him more pages upon which to record his guilt. 

Moral reform may improve a man’s relationships, health, finances, reputation, and 
usefulness in society, but it cannot justify him before God. Titus 3:5 removes the best 
human behavior from the cause of salvation: “Not by works of righteousness which we 
have done, but according to his mercy he saved us.” Notice that Paul does not merely 
exclude wicked works. Nobody imagines robbery, adultery, drunkenness, or blasphemy 
purchases eternal life. He excludes “works of righteousness”—the very deeds religious 
men present as evidence that God owes them acceptance. Isaiah 64:6 says, “all our 
righteousnesses are as filthy rags.” The sinner’s best works are contaminated by the nature 
producing them, corrupted by imperfect motives, and utterly incapable of satisfying divine 
holiness. Polishing the chains does not release the prisoner. Teaching the corpse better 
manners does not make it breathe. 



Repentance must not be twisted into another installment plan. Biblical repentance 
involves a real change of mind toward God and sin that accompanies believing the truth, 
but it is not penance, self-punishment, moral probation, or a promise to become good 
enough for salvation. The Thessalonians “turned to God from idols to serve the living and 
true God” in 1 Thessalonians 1:9. The order is significant: they turned “to God,” and service 
followed. They did not successfully serve their way toward God. Neither did the Philippian 
jailer receive instructions to reform his prison administration before Paul would tell him 
how to be saved. He asked, “What must I do to be saved?” and received the answer, 
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” A changed life should follow 
salvation, but demanding that the sinner produce it beforehand is like requiring a dead man 
to walk into the hospital before the physician will revive him. 

5. Sonship Must Be Distinguished From Fellowship 

The instant a sinner believes on the Lord Jesus Christ, he is born into God’s family. John 
1:12 says, “But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of 
God, even to them that believe on his name.” Galatians 3:26 declares, “For ye are all the 
children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.” Sonship is established by the new birth, not rented 
by good behavior. A natural child may disobey his father, grieve his father, lose the 
enjoyment of fellowship, and come under discipline, but he does not cease to possess his 
father’s life every time he breaks a household rule. Likewise, the believer’s failures affect 
fellowship and invite chastening, but they do not reverse spiritual birth. If every sin 
unbirthed a believer, salvation would require repeated regeneration, and the New 
Testament says nothing about being born again again and again. Birth produces a 
relationship that discipline regulates but failure does not erase. 

First John 1:7–9 addresses fellowship within the family. Verse 7 says, “if we walk in the light, 
as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another,” and verse 9 promises, “If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins.” John writes to those already 
possessing eternal life, as 1 John 5:13 makes plain. Their confession is not a repeated 
application for justification; it is the restoration of fellowship with the Father. A believer who 
sins does not need Christ to die again, does not need to be spiritually reborn again, and 
does not need another judicial pardon from the penalty of every sin. He needs cleansing in 
his walk and restoration in communion. Christ illustrated this distinction in John 13 when 
He told Peter, “He that is washed needeth not save to wash his feet.” The whole man had 
been washed; his feet still became dirty while walking through the world. Religion throws 
the son back into the bath every time his feet collect dust. 

Hebrews 12 explains that disobedient sons receive chastening, not condemnation. Verse 6 
says, “For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he 



receiveth.” Chastening proves sonship; it does not cancel it. Verse 8 declares that those 
without chastisement are “bastards, and not sons.” God does not ignore the sins of His 
children. He corrects them more personally because they belong to Him. David lost joy, 
peace, testimony, and fellowship through sin, but in Psalm 51:12 he prayed, “Restore unto 
me the joy of thy salvation.” He did not ask God to restore salvation itself; he asked for its 
joy. Sin makes a saved man miserable, barren, ashamed, and liable to severe correction, 
but misery is not damnation and chastening is not Hell. God may take a disobedient child 
to the woodshed, but He does not take him to the adoption agency. 

6. Standing Must Be Distinguished From State 

The believer’s standing is his unchanging position in Jesus Christ; his state is his changing 
practical condition from day to day. Ephesians 1:6 says God “hath made us accepted in the 
beloved.” The believer is accepted in Christ, not accepted according to his latest spiritual 
report card. Colossians 2:10 says, “And ye are complete in him.” Complete does not mean 
halfway justified, conditionally adopted, provisionally forgiven, or saved until the next 
serious failure. The believer’s standing is complete because Christ is complete. He has 
redemption, forgiveness, justification, reconciliation, peace with God, eternal life, and the 
indwelling Holy Spirit. These blessings are not suspended above him waiting for flawless 
conduct to make them descend. They are his present possessions because he is “in 
Christ.” Standing looks at what God has made the believer in His Son. 

The believer’s state, however, may vary greatly. He may be spiritual or carnal, obedient or 
disobedient, fruitful or barren, watchful or careless, joyful or grieving, useful or temporarily 
set aside. Paul addressed the Corinthians as “sanctified in Christ Jesus” in 1 Corinthians 
1:2, yet he called them “carnal” in 1 Corinthians 3:1–3. Their standing was sanctified in 
Christ; their state was embarrassingly fleshly. They tolerated division, pride, immorality, 
lawsuits, disorder at the Lord’s supper, and misuse of spiritual gifts. Paul did not tell them 
to get saved repeatedly. He called them to live according to what they already were in 
Christ. Christian correction works from standing toward state: because you are a saint, live 
like one; because you are a son, walk as a son; because you are light in the Lord, walk as a 
child of light. Religion reverses the order and says, “Live like a saint long enough, and 
perhaps God will make you one.” 

Confusing standing and state produces either despair or hypocrisy. The sensitive believer 
sees the failures of his state and concludes that his standing has vanished. The proud 
religionist hides the failures of his state and pretends his outward performance created a 
superior standing. One lives under fear; the other lives under pretense. Scripture cures 
both by locating acceptance in Christ while commanding honest judgment of the daily 
walk. Colossians 3:1 begins, “If ye then be risen with Christ,” establishing position, and 



then commands, “seek those things which are above,” directing practice. Verse 3 says, “For 
ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.” That life is secure; therefore the believer 
must mortify sinful members and put on holy conduct. Grace does not ignore the state. It 
gives the believer an unshakable standing from which he can confront his state without 
pretending that every failure has thrown him back into Adam. 

7. Salvation Must Be Distinguished From Service and Reward 

Salvation is a gift received by faith; service is labor performed after salvation; reward is 
God’s evaluation of that labor. First Corinthians 3:11 establishes the foundation: “For other 
foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” The believer does not lay 
himself as the foundation through good conduct. Christ is already laid. Verses 12–13 
describe what the believer builds upon that foundation—“gold, silver, precious stones, 
wood, hay, stubble”—and declare that “the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is.” 
The fire does not determine whether Christ remains the foundation. It reveals the quality of 
the believer’s work. Christian service may be sincere or selfish, scriptural or carnal, 
enduring or worthless. God will inspect not only how much was done but “of what sort it is.” 
A religious mountain built for human applause may produce less eternal value than a quiet 
cup of cold water given in Christ’s name. 

First Corinthians 3:14–15 then makes the distinction unmistakable: “If any man’s work 
abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward.” Reward concerns work 
that survives the fire. “If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself 
shall be saved; yet so as by fire.” The man may lose his reward while remaining saved. If 
reward and salvation were the same thing, the verse would be impossible. The man’s work 
burns, he suffers loss, but “he himself shall be saved.” Salvation rests upon the foundation; 
reward concerns the building. Religion tears down that distinction and tells the believer 
that if enough wood, hay, and stubble appear in his service, Christ will remove the 
foundation and throw the whole man into Hell. The Holy Ghost says otherwise. A wasted 
Christian life can arrive at the Judgment Seat empty-handed, but it cannot make the blood 
of Christ retroactively insufficient. 

Second Corinthians 5:10 says, “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ,” 
where every believer will “receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath 
done, whether it be good or bad.” This judgment is serious. Grace does not turn the 
Christian life into a picnic where nothing matters. Believers can lose crowns, waste 
opportunities, damage testimony, grieve the Spirit, suffer chastening, and stand ashamed 
before Christ. Second John 8 warns, “Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things 
which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward.” It says “lose” reward, not lose 
eternal life. Service matters because salvation is secure, not because salvation is 



uncertain. The Christian should labor from gratitude, love, duty, and expectation of Christ’s 
approval—not like a terrified tenant expecting eviction after every broken dish. Salvation is 
the gift in his possession; reward is the crown he may cast at the Saviour’s feet. 

Conclusion 

God does not hand the sinner eternal life and then quietly slide a bill beneath the door. He 
does not call salvation a gift in the front office and record it as a loan in the back room. 
Jesus Christ paid the complete price with His own blood, and the sinner receives the 
benefit by believing on Him. Romans 3:24 says believers are “justified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” “Freely” leaves no room for a down 
payment. “Grace” leaves no room for wages. “Redemption” means the price has been paid. 
“In Christ Jesus” identifies the only place where the blessing is found. Any religious system 
that attaches human merit to this transaction does not make the gospel safer, fuller, or 
more balanced. It corrupts it. Adding a receipt to a free gift is not administrative caution; it 
is doctrinal fraud. 

Good works remain essential in their God-appointed place. They adorn the doctrine, serve 
the brethren, reach the lost, glorify God, discipline the flesh, demonstrate spiritual growth, 
and produce reward at the Judgment Seat of Christ. A saved man should not use eternal 
security as a couch upon which to sleep but as solid ground upon which to stand and 
serve. Grace teaches believers to deny “ungodliness and worldly lusts” and to “live soberly, 
righteously, and godly, in this present world” according to Titus 2:12. But the same grace 
that trains the believer never pretends his training purchased his sonship. The Christian 
works because God saved him, not to persuade God to keep saving him. Good works are a 
thank offering placed upon the altar, not a ransom payment placed beside the cross. 

Keep the Bible’s distinctions intact. Sonship is not fellowship. Standing is not state. 
Salvation is not service. The gift is not the reward. Chastening is not condemnation. The 
Judgment Seat of Christ is not the Great White Throne. Failure in the walk does not undo 
the new birth, and loss of reward does not cancel eternal life. The believer should judge his 
sin sharply, confess it honestly, forsake it promptly, and serve Christ faithfully, but he must 
never help religion turn obedience into another chain around his neck. The Lord Jesus 
Christ did not make a first payment on salvation and leave the sinner responsible for the 
installments. He declared, “It is finished.” Faith believes Him. Grace gives freely. The saved 
son then rises from the table, not to pay for the meal, but to serve the One who paid for 
everything. 

 

 



4 of 10 – Faith That Saves and Faith That Serves: James, Paul, and the Courtroom That 
Never Contradicted Itself 

Key Passages: Romans 4:4–5 and James 2:21–24 

“Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. But to him that 
worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for 
righteousness.” 

“Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon 
the altar? Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made 
perfect? And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was 
imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God. Ye see then how 
that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.” 

Introduction 

Paul says, “a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law” in Romans 3:28. James 
says, “by works a man is justified, and not by faith only” in James 2:24. There stand the two 
verses in the same King James Bible, close enough for an honest man to study and far 
enough apart for a dishonest theologian to make a career pretending that God lost track of 
His doctrine between Rome and Jerusalem. The usual responses are predictable. The 
infidel points at the passages and announces a contradiction. The Romanist puts James 
over Paul and begins charging admission to the grace of God. The modern evangelical 
smooths both verses until neither one retains an edge. The hyper-dispensationalist may 
throw James into a doctrinal attic and pretend it contains nothing useful for a Christian. 
Meanwhile, the Bible believer lets both verses stand exactly as written and asks the 
questions any competent witness should be asked: Who is speaking? To whom? About 
what? Under what circumstances? At what point in biblical history? Using what examples? 
Answering what objection? The contradiction disappears when the context enters the 
room. 

The Bible does not contradict itself, but it does contradict careless theology. It contains 
different covenants, different stewardships, different audiences, different promises, 
different judgments, and different applications of words such as “save,” “justify,” and 
“faith.” That is why 2 Timothy 2:15 commands the workman to be “rightly dividing the word 
of truth.” Something can be entirely true and still require division. The Old Testament is 
true, but the Church is not under the Sinai covenant. The Sermon on the Mount is true, but 
a member of Christ’s body does not purchase forgiveness by first forgiving everybody who 
wronged him. The commands concerning Israel’s sacrifices are true, but no Christian 
brings a lamb to an earthly priest. The problem is not contradiction; it is misapplication. A 



man who reads every address on every envelope as though the letter belongs to him will 
eventually show up at somebody else’s house demanding somebody else’s inheritance. 

Paul and James are not two lawyers shouting opposite arguments before the same judge 
about the same defendant at the same moment. Paul enters the courtroom of God and 
asks how an ungodly sinner receives a righteous standing before the divine Judge. His 
answer is faith without works: righteousness is imputed to the one who believes on Jesus 
Christ. James enters the courtroom of visible testimony and asks what value an 
unproductive profession of faith has when it produces no obedience, mercy, or practical 
help. His answer is that faith must work if it is to become mature, useful, and visibly 
vindicated. Paul reaches Genesis 15, where Abraham believed God and righteousness was 
imputed. James reaches Genesis 22, years later, where Abraham offered Isaac and openly 
demonstrated the faith already credited to him. Paul addresses the root; James examines 
the fruit. Paul explains how the sinner is accepted by God; James rebukes a professing 
believer whose claimed faith profits nobody. Put the two witnesses in their proper 
courtrooms, and the supposed fistfight turns out to be a coordinated testimony. 

1. The Contradiction Is Manufactured by Ignoring the Questions 

Paul and James use similar words while answering different questions. Paul asks how a 
guilty man can be justified before God. Romans 3 has already declared the entire world 
guilty, stopped every mouth, and excluded the deeds of the law. Romans 4 then asks, “For 
if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before God.” The 
words “before God” identify the courtroom. God sees the heart, knows the sinner’s 
condition, and requires perfect righteousness. Works cannot meet that requirement 
because every human work arises from a fallen nature and comes after guilt has already 
been established. Paul therefore points to imputation: “Abraham believed God, and it was 
counted unto him for righteousness.” God reckoned righteousness to Abraham on the 
ground of faith, apart from works. The question is judicial acceptance, and the answer is 
divine imputation. 

James asks, “What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not 
works?” The issue begins with a man who “say” he has faith. James is examining a 
profession and asking about its practical profit. He then gives the example of a brother or 
sister who is naked and destitute of daily food. If someone says, “Depart in peace, be ye 
warmed and filled,” but provides nothing necessary for the body, James asks again, “what 
doth it profit?” The context is not a terrified sinner asking how Christ’s blood can justify him 
before God. It is a professing believer offering empty religious words while refusing 
practical mercy. His speech may be orthodox enough to occupy a pew, but it cannot cover 
a naked back or fill an empty stomach. James is not adding groceries to the blood 



atonement. He is exposing a faith that has become as useful as a painted fireplace in 
January. 

Failure to distinguish the questions turns every answer into confusion. If a patient asks a 
physician, “How do I receive life-saving treatment?” and later asks, “How should I live after 
treatment?” the physician may give different answers without contradicting himself. The 
first answer concerns reception; the second concerns conduct. Likewise, Paul says, 
“Believe on him that justifieth the ungodly.” James says, in effect, “Now let that faith 
become active, obedient, merciful, and visible.” Paul removes works from the root of 
justification. James demands works as the proper fruit of professed faith. Religion grabs the 
fruit, buries it underground, and tells the sinner to grow a root from it. The Bible plants the 
root first and expects fruit afterward. There is no contradiction between saying that works 
cannot produce salvation and saying that salvation should produce works. The 
contradiction exists only in the mind of the fellow trying to harvest apples from a dead 
fence post. 

2. The Audiences Establish the Doctrinal Setting 

Paul’s epistles supply the doctrinal foundation for the body of Christ in the present 
dispensation of grace. Romans addresses the gospel of Christ, the guilt of Jew and Gentile, 
justification by faith, identification with Christ, freedom from the law, life in the Spirit, 
Israel’s dispensational position, and the believer’s practical service. Galatians defends 
justification apart from the works of the law. Ephesians declares salvation “by grace” and 
“through faith,” explicitly “not of works.” First Corinthians 15 defines the saving gospel as 
Christ’s death for our sins, His burial, and His resurrection. Paul says in Romans 11:13, 
“For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles.” When the 
doctrinal question concerns how a sinner is justified in the Church Age, the believer goes 
first to the apostle whom Christ commissioned to reveal the doctrine and order of the body 
of Christ. 

James announces his audience in his opening sentence: “James, a servant of God and of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad, greeting.” Twelve 
tribes are not a poetic name for the predominantly Gentile body of Christ. They are the 
twelve tribes of Israel. James writes with strongly Jewish language and concerns. He 
speaks of “your assembly,” using language connected with the synagogue; addresses 
Abraham as “our father”; invokes “the royal law”; refers to the early and latter rain; 
compares his readers with Job and Elijah; and looks toward the coming of the Lord with the 
Judge standing before the door. The epistle emerged from an early transitional period in 
which Jewish believers were scattered and apostolic ministry still stood close to Jerusalem. 
It also carries obvious prophetic value for believing Jews who will face intense pressure, 



persecution, deprivation, and tests of endurance during the time of Jacob’s trouble. 
Ignoring that address is not spirituality. It is opening somebody else’s mail and correcting 
the contents because the promises do not match your driveway. 

Recognizing the Jewish and prophetic setting of James does not mean Christians should 
discard the epistle. “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable” according 
to 2 Timothy 3:16. James contains powerful instruction concerning temptation, the tongue, 
partiality, prayer, patience, pride, worldliness, practical mercy, and obedient faith. But 
profit and direct doctrinal address are not identical. A Christian may learn from God’s 
commands to Noah without building an ark, from the law of Moses without placing himself 
beneath Sinai, and from the Sermon on the Mount without confusing Israel’s kingdom 
constitution with Paul’s revelation concerning the body of Christ. Right division does not 
throw Scripture away; it prevents the reader from stealing a verse from its address and 
using it to rob another passage. Every verse is for us, but not every verse is written directly 
to us or about us. 

3. Paul’s Courtroom Concerns Imputed Righteousness Before God 

Romans 3:21–22 reveals “the righteousness of God without the law,” even “the 
righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that 
believe.” The sinner possesses no righteousness capable of satisfying God’s holiness, so 
God provides His own righteousness through Jesus Christ and places it upon the believer. 
Verse 24 says believers are “justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus.” Verse 26 declares that God remains “just, and the justifier of him which 
believeth in Jesus.” The justification is judicial. God, the righteous Judge, declares the 
believing sinner righteous because Christ has satisfied the law’s demands and borne the 
sinner’s judgment. It is not God pretending that the sinner’s daily life has become flawless. 
It is God reckoning to him the righteousness of Christ. 

Romans 4 uses Abraham to prove that this righteousness is imputed apart from works. “For 
what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for 
righteousness.” Paul chooses Genesis 15:6, where Abraham believes God’s promise 
concerning the seed. The chapter records no law-keeping, sacrament, church 
membership, offering of Isaac, or lifetime of demonstrated perseverance as the condition 
of that imputation. Abraham believed God, and God counted righteousness to him. 
Romans 4:5 makes the application sharper: “But to him that worketh not, but believeth on 
him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.” Paul does not merely 
say that works are unnecessary in large quantities. He says, “worketh not.” The sinner 
before God is justified by believing, not by combining belief with enough religious labor to 
make grace nervous. 



Paul then brings David into the witness stand. Romans 4:6–8 says, “Even as David also 
describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth righteousness without 
works,” followed by, “Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are 
covered. Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin.” Justification involves a 
double reckoning: righteousness is imputed, and sin is not imputed to the believer’s 
account. This standing does not depend upon visible perfection, because David’s own 
record contained sins grave enough to make a self-righteous church board turn pale. Yet 
David describes the blessedness of forgiveness and non-imputation. Paul’s courtroom is 
not examining whether Abraham and David always behaved consistently. It is explaining 
how God reckons righteousness apart from works. The divine Judge does not justify sinners 
because their record became good; He justifies them because Christ’s righteousness is 
placed where their guilty record stood. 

4. Abraham’s Two Events Occurred Years Apart 

Genesis 15 and Genesis 22 are not two accounts of the same event. They are separated by 
years of history, trials, failures, growth, and fulfilled promises. In Genesis 15:5, God brings 
Abraham forth and says, “Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to 
number them,” adding, “So shall thy seed be.” Verse 6 then states, “And he believed in the 
LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness.” That is the passage Paul quotes in 
Romans 4. Abraham is not offering Isaac because Isaac has not yet been born. He is not 
performing a work by which men can inspect his faith. He hears God’s promise and 
believes God. Righteousness is counted to him at that moment. The order is unmistakable: 
promise, faith, imputation. 

Genesis 22 occurs after Isaac’s birth, after the dismissal of Ishmael, and after God has 
identified Isaac as the covenant son. God commands Abraham, “Take now thy son, thine 
only son Isaac, whom thou lovest,” and offer him upon Mount Moriah. Abraham obeys, 
travels to the appointed place, lays the wood upon Isaac, builds the altar, binds his son, 
and reaches forth his hand to take the knife. Only then does the angel of the Lord stop him. 
Hebrews 11:17 says, “By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac,” and explains 
that Abraham accounted “that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead.” His 
obedience demonstrated how fully he believed God’s promise. Since God had said the 
promised seed would come through Isaac, Abraham reasoned that even death could not 
cancel God’s word. That is mature faith walking to the altar with a knife in one hand and a 
resurrection promise in the other. 

James 2:21 asks, “Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered 
Isaac his son upon the altar?” Verse 22 supplies the explanation: “Seest thou how faith 
wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect?” James does not say works 



created faith, replaced faith, or retroactively caused the imputation of Genesis 15. Faith 
“wrought with” the works, and the works brought that faith to mature expression. Then 
verse 23 says, “And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it 
was imputed unto him for righteousness.” Something already written in Genesis 15 was 
fulfilled openly in Genesis 22. Abraham’s work vindicated, demonstrated, and matured the 
faith God had already counted for righteousness years earlier. Genesis 15 planted the root 
before God; Genesis 22 displayed the fruit on Moriah. Only a theologian with a shovel and 
bad intentions tries to bury the fruit beneath the tree and call it the root. 

5. James Examines the Visible Profit of Profession 

James repeatedly frames the discussion with visible language. “What doth it profit?” 
“Though a man say he hath faith.” “Shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew 
thee my faith by my works.” “Seest thou how faith wrought with his works.” “Ye see then how 
that by works a man is justified.” The passage is filled with saying, showing, seeing, 
working, and profiting. God does not require works in order to discover whether faith exists, 
because God already knows the heart. Men cannot see faith directly. Faith has no color, 
height, weight, or sound by itself. It becomes visible through obedience. Abraham could 
say he believed God, but walking Isaac toward Moriah showed it. Rahab could claim that 
Israel’s God was the true God, but receiving the messengers and sending them out another 
way demonstrated that her allegiance had changed. 

James 2:14 asks, “Can faith save him?” The word “save” must be interpreted by context, not 
automatically forced to mean deliverance from eternal Hell every time it appears. Scripture 
speaks of saving a physical life, saving someone from danger, saving the sick, saving a soul 
from death, and saving a believer’s service from loss. In the immediate example, a brother 
or sister is naked and destitute of food. An empty profession cannot save them from cold or 
hunger. Saying, “be ye warmed and filled,” profits nothing without practical aid. Likewise, a 
dead, inactive faith cannot rescue a believer’s testimony from uselessness, preserve him 
from chastening, or produce reward. James is confronting barren profession and 
unprofitable religion. A faith that never moves a hand, opens a wallet, bends a knee, 
controls a tongue, resists partiality, or obeys God may occupy theological space, but it is 
dead as far as present usefulness is concerned. 

Dead does not always mean nonexistent. The believer’s body is “dead because of sin” in 
Romans 8:10, yet it plainly exists. Sarah’s womb is described in Romans 4:19 by “the 
deadness” of its condition, meaning it was unproductive. Faith without works is dead in the 
sense that it is barren, inactive, incomplete in expression, and unprofitable to those around 
it. James 2:26 says, “For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is 
dead also.” A corpse still has eyes, hands, and feet, but they perform no useful action 



because the animating power is absent. In the same manner, a claimed faith that never 
acts lies motionless before the world. James is not teaching that works supply life to the 
saving work of Christ. He is saying works give visible activity to faith in the believer’s 
conduct. Paul tells the sinner how to receive life; James tells the living man not to lie in the 
street like a corpse. 

6. Rahab Demonstrates Faith That Chose a Side 

James’s second example is Rahab: “Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by 
works, when she had received the messengers, and had sent them out another way?” 
Rahab lived in Jericho, a city marked for judgment. She heard what the God of Israel had 
done in Egypt and to the kings beyond Jordan. Joshua 2:9 records her confession: “I know 
that the LORD hath given you the land.” Verse 11 goes further: “for the LORD your God, he is 
God in heaven above, and in earth beneath.” Rahab believed the report concerning Israel’s 
God. Hebrews 11:31 confirms the foundation: “By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with 
them that believed not.” Her deliverance is attributed to faith, but that faith did not remain a 
polite opinion hidden safely inside Jericho’s walls. It acted. 

Rahab received the spies, hid them from the authorities, confessed her belief, sought 
mercy for her household, bound the scarlet line in the window, and sent the messengers 
away safely. Those works did not purchase God’s power, but they openly placed her on the 
side of Israel’s God against the condemned city. Had she merely said, “I believe your God is 
powerful,” and then surrendered His messengers to Jericho’s king, her conduct would have 
denied her profession. Her actions vindicated what she said she believed. Faith saw 
judgment coming and took refuge in God’s promise before the walls fell. Jericho’s citizens 
trusted walls they could see; Rahab trusted a word concerning a God she had not seen. 
When the dust settled, the visible wall was gone, and the invisible promise was still 
standing. 

Rahab also supplies a serious prophetic pattern for believing Jews and Gentile helpers 
during future tribulation. James writes to the twelve tribes scattered abroad and 
emphasizes tested faith, patient endurance, practical aid, and conduct under approaching 
judgment. During the time of Jacob’s trouble, those who receive, protect, and assist God’s 
persecuted messengers will openly demonstrate where they stand. Matthew 25 describes 
nations being judged according to their treatment of Christ’s “brethren,” while Revelation 
presents a world in which loyalty to God’s witnesses can carry a death sentence. Rahab 
sheltered Jewish messengers while a condemned political power sought them; the scarlet 
token marked her house for deliverance when judgment arrived. The historical event stands 
on its own, but its prophetic shadow should not be missed. In a day when neutrality 
becomes impossible, faith will have to choose which king it believes. 



7. Paul Demands Good Works Without Making Them the Price of Salvation 

Those who claim that justification by faith alone produces careless Christians have not 
read Paul carefully. The same apostle who says, “to him that worketh not, but believeth,” 
also says believers are “created in Christ Jesus unto good works” in Ephesians 2:10. Titus 
3:5 declares, “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his 
mercy he saved us,” yet Titus 3:8 commands that “they which have believed in God might 
be careful to maintain good works.” Paul removes works from the cause of salvation and 
then presses them upon the conscience of the saved. He does not confuse the foundation 
with the building. He lays Christ as the foundation and then orders the believer to build 
something worth keeping. 

Romans itself follows eleven chapters of doctrine with a call to practical sacrifice: “I 
beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice.” The word “therefore” connects service to mercy already received. Paul does not 
say, “Present your body so that God may justify you.” He says, in effect, “Because God has 
justified, reconciled, adopted, sealed, and preserved you, present yourself for His service.” 
Grace supplies a better motive than terror. The servant working to avoid dismissal never 
knows whether enough has been done. The son serving because he is loved can labor from 
gratitude and devotion. Works performed to purchase salvation are an insult to Christ; 
works performed because Christ saved us are an offering of thanksgiving. The same action 
can become doctrinal poison or spiritual worship depending upon where it is placed. 

The Judgment Seat of Christ provides the proper future evaluation of Christian works. First 
Corinthians 3:13 says, “the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is.” If the work 
abides, the believer receives reward. If it burns, “he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be 
saved; yet so as by fire.” Paul preserves salvation while judging service. Second Corinthians 
5:10 says believers will receive according to the things done in the body, “whether it be 
good or bad.” James’s demand for working faith therefore has powerful practical 
application to the Church without becoming a substitute gospel. The Christian’s works 
affect usefulness, testimony, fellowship, chastening, reward, and the approval of Christ. 
They do not improve the blood, strengthen the resurrection, or keep the Holy Ghost’s seal 
from peeling loose. Salvation is settled at Calvary; service is examined at Christ’s judgment 
seat. The believer who confuses those events will either boast in his works or live terrified 
by them. 

Conclusion 

Paul and James do not contradict each other because they are not answering the same 
question in the same setting. Paul asks how an ungodly sinner is declared righteous before 



God and answers: by faith apart from works. James asks what profit belongs to a profession 
that produces no obedience and answers: none. Paul points to Abraham in Genesis 15, 
where righteousness was imputed when he believed God. James points to Abraham in 
Genesis 22, where that faith reached mature, visible expression through the offering of 
Isaac. Paul excludes works from the root of justification. James insists upon works as the 
fruit of active faith. One guards the freeness of salvation; the other rebukes the barrenness 
of empty profession. The witnesses agree because the Author knew what He was saying in 
both courtrooms. 

Right division allows every verse to retain its words and force. There is no need to weaken 
Romans 4 until faith secretly means a lifetime of works, and no need to weaken James 2 
until works mean nothing at all. The Church’s doctrinal standing is established through 
Paul’s gospel: Christ died for our sins, was buried, rose again, and justifies every sinner 
who believes on Him. James, addressed to the twelve tribes and carrying strong Jewish and 
prophetic features, warns that faith under trial must become active, useful, merciful, and 
obedient. The Christian may receive that warning without surrendering the doctrine of 
grace. Scripture does not teach that works help Christ save the sinner. It teaches that the 
Christ who saves the sinner intends to produce good works through him. 

Let the root remain underground where God placed it, and let the fruit grow aboveground 
where men can see it. Do not hang plastic fruit on a dead tree and call it salvation, and do 
not excuse a living tree that refuses to bear anything but leaves. Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ and rest completely in His finished work. Then rise and serve Him because you are 
saved, not because you are trying to convince Him to save you. Paul closes the door 
against boasting; James opens the door to obedience. Paul strips the sinner of merit; 
James strips the professor of excuses. The courtroom never contradicted itself. One verdict 
declared the believer righteous in Christ, and the other summons that righteous man to live 
like the verdict mattered. 

 

 

5 of 10 – Faith That Saves and Faith That Serves: Walking Where the Eyes Cannot Draw 
a Map 

Key Passage: 2 Corinthians 5:6–8 

“Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at home in the body, we 
are absent from the Lord: 
(For we walk by faith, not by sight:) 



We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present 
with the Lord.” 

Introduction 

Saving faith and serving faith must be distinguished without being separated. Saving faith is 
the sinner’s once-for-all reliance upon the death, burial, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. It settles his standing, secures his eternal destination, places him into the body of 
Christ, and gives him everlasting life. Daily faith begins on the saved side of the cross. It 
does not help Christ preserve salvation, reinforce the Holy Spirit’s seal, or persuade God to 
keep His promise. It governs how a saved man walks after his destination has been settled. 
A Christian may be eternally secure while walking fearfully, carnally, inconsistently, or 
foolishly. Israel was safely out of Egypt when it panicked at the Red Sea, complained in the 
wilderness, and trembled at the report of giants. Deliverance had already occurred, but 
confidence had not matured. The blood secured their departure from Egypt; daily unbelief 
ruined their journey toward Canaan. In the same manner, daily faith does not determine 
whether the Christian belongs to Christ, but it determines whether he walks like a man who 
believes the One to whom he belongs. 

Second Corinthians 5:7 says, “For we walk by faith, not by sight.” The verse does not say we 
are saved repeatedly by faith every morning, nor does it teach that facts are wicked, 
evidence is irrelevant, wisdom is unnecessary, or reality should be denied with a religious 
smile. Biblical faith is not a blind leap into an empty room. It is a deliberate step upon a 
word God has spoken. Faith does not pretend the storm is calm, the furnace is cool, the 
prison door is open, or the giant is short. It sees every fact but refuses to enthrone any fact 
above God. Sight measures the height of Goliath; faith remembers the size of the God 
whom Goliath defied. Sight counts Pharaoh’s chariots; faith remembers who opened the 
sea. Sight notes that Sarah’s womb is dead; faith considers Him faithful who promised. 
Faith is not the denial of circumstances. It is the refusal to let circumstances have the final 
word when God has already spoken. 

The walk of faith becomes necessary precisely because God does not furnish His servants 
with a complete map. He gives light for the next step, not a guided tour of every mile ahead. 
Psalm 119:105 says, “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” A lamp 
illuminates the ground immediately before the traveler; it does not turn midnight into noon 
from horizon to horizon. The flesh wants a floodlight, a signed guarantee, visible provision, 
predictable timing, and a notarized explanation of every delay before it will obey. God often 
gives a command and leaves the details concealed. Abraham departed without knowing 
where he was going. Moses chose reproach before he saw Pharaoh defeated. David faced 
Goliath before he wore a crown. Paul boarded a ship that would break apart before 



reaching the shore God promised. Faith moves when God’s word is clear even though the 
road is not. Sight demands the map before taking the first step; faith follows the Guide who 
already knows the end from the beginning. 

1. Saving Faith Establishes the Position; Daily Faith Governs the Walk 

The believer’s position in Christ is not maintained by the quality of his daily walk. Ephesians 
1:13 says that after hearing the word of truth and believing the gospel, the believer is 
“sealed with that holy Spirit of promise.” Ephesians 2:6 says God “hath raised us up 
together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” Colossians 3:3 
declares, “For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.” Those are statements of 
position. The believer is sealed, raised, seated, and hidden in Christ. His emotional state 
does not rewrite those verbs. He may wake one morning discouraged, confused, tempted, 
or afraid, but he does not wake outside Christ because his feelings spent the night 
rearranging doctrine. His standing rests upon what God accomplished, not upon whether 
the day begins with spiritual goose bumps. 

The believer’s practical walk can vary even while his standing remains settled. Paul 
addressed the Corinthians as “sanctified in Christ Jesus” in 1 Corinthians 1:2, yet in 1 
Corinthians 3:3 he said, “For ye are yet carnal.” Positionally they were sanctified; practically 
they were behaving like unsaved men. Their carnality did not prove that Christ’s blood had 
failed, but it did prove that saved people can walk beneath their standing. Galatians 5:25 
states, “If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.” Life comes first; the walk 
should correspond to it. The Holy Ghost does not tell spiritually dead men to imitate a 
spiritual walk until they acquire life. He tells those who already live in the Spirit to order 
their conduct accordingly. A uniform does not create the soldier, but a soldier ought not 
crawl through town acting like the enemy captured him. 

Daily faith concerns fellowship, obedience, usefulness, fruitfulness, peace, and reward. 
Romans 8:5 says that those “that are after the Spirit” mind “the things of the Spirit,” while 
the carnal mind gravitates toward the flesh. A Christian who walks by sight allows visible 
circumstances to dictate his spiritual condition. When money is plentiful, he praises God; 
when it grows scarce, he acts as though Providence filed for bankruptcy. When people 
applaud, he serves boldly; when they criticize, he concludes his calling disappeared. When 
prayer is answered quickly, God is near; when the answer is delayed, God must have 
moved. Such a man is saved, but his usefulness rises and falls with the weather. Daily faith 
stabilizes the walk by anchoring it to the unchanging words of God. Salvation places the 
believer in the ship; daily faith keeps him from spending the voyage screaming at every 
wave. 



2. Faith Begins With What God Has Actually Said 

Romans 10:17 gives the source of biblical faith: “So then faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God.” Faith does not come by imagination, personal ambition, 
religious excitement, positive confession, or a private desire dressed in a Bible verse. It 
comes by the word of God. Before faith can obey, God must have spoken. Before a believer 
claims a promise, he must establish that the promise applies to him in its doctrinal setting. 
Noah built an ark because God told Noah to build one. Abraham went toward a land 
because God called Abraham. Israel marched around Jericho because God gave Israel 
those instructions. A Christian who builds a boat in his backyard, moves to Canaan, and 
circles the county courthouse is not demonstrating extraordinary faith. He is demonstrating 
why context should be taught before enthusiasm receives a hammer. 

Biblical faith therefore requires right division. Every promise in Scripture is true, but every 
promise is not addressed to every person in every dispensation. God promised Israel 
physical land, national restoration, material blessings for covenantal obedience, and 
victory over particular earthly enemies. He promised the apostles signs connected with 
their commission and authenticated the early apostolic ministry through miracles. He 
promised Paul sufficient grace in the presence of an unremoved thorn. A Church Age 
believer cannot collect Israel’s land grant, demand an apostle’s signs, and then accuse 
God of unfaithfulness when the transaction fails. Second Timothy 2:15 commands the 
believer to be a workman who rightly divides “the word of truth.” The words remain true; the 
divisions identify their owners and applications. Presumption writes your name on 
somebody else’s check. Faith reads the payee line before walking into the bank. 

Faith also recognizes the difference between a biblical principle and a specific personal 
promise. Scripture promises that God will supply the believer’s need according to His 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus, but it does not promise every luxury the flesh labels 
necessary. Scripture promises wisdom to the one who asks in faith, but it does not promise 
that every decision will arrive through a sign in the clouds. Scripture commands believers 
to pray, labor, give, witness, forgive, and endure, but it does not guarantee that obedience 
will immediately produce visible success. Paul preached faithfully and sometimes received 
converts; at other times he received stones. The outcome did not determine whether he 
had obeyed. Faith asks, “What has God said?” Presumption asks, “What result do I want?” 
and then hunts for a verse that can be bent around it. Faith submits desire to Scripture; 
presumption recruits Scripture to serve desire. 

3. Abraham Walked Beneath a Promise While Sight Counted the Delays 



Hebrews 11:8 says, “By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he 
should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed,” adding, “and he went out, not knowing 
whither he went.” Abraham knew who called him even though he did not know every mile of 
the route. God’s command supplied enough light for departure, though it did not provide a 
travel brochure with photographs of the destination. He left country, kindred, familiarity, 
and visible security because the word of God carried greater authority than the comforts he 
could see. Faith did not mean Abraham possessed no questions. It meant his unanswered 
questions did not veto a clear command. God did not owe him a map because God had 
given him His word. 

Abraham’s faith was tested by delay. God promised a seed, yet Abraham and Sarah aged 
while the nursery remained empty. Romans 4:19 says Abraham “considered not his own 
body now dead,” nor “the deadness of Sara’s womb.” That does not mean he was unaware 
of biology or pretended that age had not touched them. He knew the condition completely. 
Faith does not require a man to fail arithmetic or deny medical facts. The verse means 
Abraham did not regard those facts as capable of canceling God’s promise. He “staggered 
not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God.” 
Sight read the calendar, examined the body, and announced that the promise had expired. 
Faith remembered that the One who designed the body was not intimidated by its age. 

Abraham also shows what happens when faith becomes impatient and tries to help God 
keep His word. The arrangement involving Hagar produced Ishmael, family conflict, and 
consequences that outlived everybody involved. God had promised a son, but the flesh 
decided the divine schedule needed assistance. That is a common failure in the walk of 
faith. A believer waits for God’s direction, sees no movement, and manufactures an 
answer. He enters a wrong relationship, accepts a questionable opportunity, compromises 
a conviction, or uses carnal methods to achieve what he calls a spiritual goal. Then he asks 
God to bless the machinery he built while ignoring the blueprint. Faith waits for God’s 
promise in God’s way; impatience builds an Ishmael and calls the result answered prayer. A 
delay is not permission to become the assistant manager of Providence. 

4. Moses Chose the Invisible Reward Over the Visible Treasury 

Hebrews 11:24–26 says, “By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called 
the son of Pharaoh’s daughter.” He chose “rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, 
than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season.” Sight presented Moses with the treasures 
of Egypt, political status, education, comfort, influence, and access to the most powerful 
court around him. Faith identified him with a nation of slaves. The visible choice looked 
absurd. Egypt had monuments, armies, wealth, and power; Israel had brick quotas, 
taskmasters, scars, and groaning. Yet Moses understood that Egypt’s pleasures had an 



expiration date and God’s reward did not. He “esteemed the reproach of Christ greater 
riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward.” 
Sight counted Egypt’s gold. Faith calculated its funeral. 

Moses was not called to deny that Egypt possessed real pleasure or real treasure. Hebrews 
admits both. Sin offers pleasure “for a season,” and the treasures of Egypt were substantial 
enough to tempt a man raised inside Pharaoh’s house. Faith does not win by pretending 
temptation has nothing attractive about it. It wins by seeing farther than temptation wants 
the believer to look. The flesh shows the pleasure and hides the season. Faith sees the 
season ending. The world displays the treasure and conceals the judgment attached to it. 
Faith sees the treasure under blood, frogs, darkness, and the waters of the Red Sea. Sin 
advertises with bright lights and prints the funeral arrangements in lettering too small for 
sight to read. 

At the Red Sea, Israel saw Pharaoh’s army behind them and water before them. Exodus 
14:10 says they were “sore afraid,” and immediately they complained to Moses. Their eyes 
produced a correct military assessment: they appeared trapped. But they drew a false 
spiritual conclusion because they calculated without God. Moses answered, “Fear ye not, 
stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD.” God then opened the sea, and the obstacle 
became their road while the same road became Pharaoh’s grave. Faith does not always 
remove the obstacle before obedience; sometimes God turns the obstacle into the path. 
The sea did not part while Israel remained comfortably in Egypt studying possible routes. It 
opened when they stood where obedience had brought them. Sight saw a dead end. God 
saw a highway with water for walls. 

5. David Measured the Enemy by the God He Defied 

When David arrived at the camp in 1 Samuel 17, every visible fact favored Goliath. The giant 
possessed height, armor, training, weapons, and a reputation strong enough to freeze 
Israel’s army twice each day. Saul saw a seasoned warrior and an inexperienced youth. 
David’s brothers saw a presumptuous younger sibling. Goliath saw an insult carrying a 
shepherd’s staff. David saw “this uncircumcised Philistine” defying “the armies of the living 
God.” His faith did not overlook Goliath’s size; it placed that size beside the living God. The 
army measured Goliath against itself and trembled. David measured Goliath against God 
and wondered why the conversation had lasted forty days. Fear is often the result of using 
the wrong measuring stick. 

David’s confidence rested partly upon God’s previous faithfulness. He told Saul that the 
Lord had delivered him from the paw of the lion and the bear and would deliver him from 
the Philistine. Past deliverance became instruction for present duty. David did not worship 



his former victories or assume that the method must always be identical. He remembered 
the Deliverer. Saul tried to dress him in armor suited to another man, but David refused 
what he had not proved. He took the tools God had already trained him to use—a staff, 
stones, and a sling—and advanced “in the name of the LORD of hosts.” Faith does not 
imitate another servant’s equipment simply because it looks impressive. God had trained 
David in private fields before placing him before the public giant. The lion and bear were not 
interruptions to shepherding; they were lessons for the battlefield. 

David later faced circumstances in which his confidence collapsed. At Ziklag, after the 
Amalekites had burned the city and carried away the families, David’s own men spoke of 
stoning him. First Samuel 30:6 says, “David was greatly distressed,” but then adds, “David 
encouraged himself in the LORD his God.” He did not deny the ruins, suppress grief, or give 
a cheerful speech about positive thinking. Verse 4 says David and the people wept until 
they had no more power to weep. Faith can cry without surrendering. After the tears, David 
turned to the Lord, sought direction, and received the command to pursue. The man who 
once faced Goliath still had to encourage himself years later because yesterday’s faith 
does not automatically carry today’s burden. Faith is not stored like canned goods. It must 
return continually to the living God. 

6. Paul Believed God While the Ship Broke Apart 

Acts 27 records one of Scripture’s clearest pictures of walking by faith amid visible disaster. 
Paul was a prisoner aboard a ship driven by a violent storm. The sailors had lost control, the 
cargo had been thrown overboard, the ship’s tackling followed, and Acts 27:20 says, “all 
hope that we should be saved was then taken away.” That statement describes the human 
assessment honestly. Experienced seamen had exhausted their resources, the sky 
remained hidden, and the storm continued. Paul did not claim the sea was calm. He did 
not stand on deck chanting that the planks were stronger than they looked. He received a 
word from God through an angel: “Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought before Caesar.” The 
promise did not guarantee the ship’s survival, but it guaranteed Paul’s arrival. 

Paul then stood before the terrified company and said, “Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: 
for I believe God, that it shall be even as it was told me.” That is biblical faith in one 
sentence. He did not say, “I believe in my believing.” He did not say, “I have spoken survival 
into existence.” He said, “I believe God,” followed by the specific word upon which his 
confidence rested. Yet Paul also gave practical instructions. He warned the soldiers that 
unless the sailors remained in the ship, “ye cannot be saved.” He encouraged the men to 
eat. He participated in necessary action. Faith in God’s promise did not produce passive 
foolishness. It produced obedience, clarity, and calm amid circumstances that drove sight 



into panic. Faith uses the lifeboat when God has not forbidden it, eats the meal when 
strength is needed, and still believes the promise when the boards begin coming apart. 

The ship was lost, but every life was preserved. Acts 27:44 says some reached shore 
swimming and others escaped “on boards, and some on broken pieces of the ship.” God 
fulfilled His word, though He did not preserve the vessel in the condition the passengers 
might have preferred. That distinction matters. Believers often assume that if God has 
promised to bring them through, He must also preserve every possession, plan, 
relationship, institution, and method attached to the journey. But sometimes God delivers 
the passenger while allowing the ship to break. Paul reached land clinging to broken wood, 
yet the promise arrived intact. Faith does not dictate the packaging of God’s faithfulness. It 
trusts the word even when the method washes ashore in pieces. 

7. Walking by Faith Is Neither Presumption Nor Foolishness 

Walking by faith does not mean refusing counsel, neglecting responsibility, abandoning 
preparation, or making reckless choices while demanding that God protect the 
consequences. Proverbs repeatedly commends wisdom, prudence, counsel, and 
foresight. Proverbs 22:3 says, “A prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself.” 
Nehemiah trusted God while setting a watch against the enemy. Paul trusted God’s 
purpose while escaping Damascus in a basket. The Lord Jesus refused Satan’s suggestion 
that He cast Himself from the pinnacle of the temple, answering, “Thou shalt not tempt the 
Lord thy God.” Satan even quoted Scripture to support the stunt. Presumption often arrives 
carrying a Bible verse ripped from its setting. Faith obeys God’s command; presumption 
creates danger and orders God to provide a miracle. 

Neither does walking by faith mean manufacturing certainty where God has provided no 
specific answer. A believer may pray about employment, health, marriage, travel, finances, 
ministry, and countless personal decisions without receiving a verse naming the exact 
outcome. He should apply biblical principles, seek wisdom, examine motives, consider 
providence, receive godly counsel, and act responsibly. He may proceed without 
possessing infallible knowledge of how events will unfold. Faith trusts God’s character and 
obeys known truth while admitting what has not been revealed. James 4:15 teaches the 
proper humility: “If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that.” Saying “if the Lord will” 
is not unbelief. It is the sanity of a creature who knows he does not manage tomorrow. 

The daily walk of faith is therefore built through repeated obedience in ordinary matters. It 
appears when the believer tells the truth though a lie seems profitable, gives though sight 
fears scarcity, forgives though the flesh demands revenge, prays though no immediate 
answer appears, continues serving though applause disappears, and maintains biblical 



conviction when compromise would be easier. Faith is not reserved for dramatic oceans 
and public giants. Most of its battles occur in quiet rooms where nobody sees the decision 
except God. Luke 16:10 says, “He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in 
much.” The believer who ignores God in ordinary duties should not imagine he will 
suddenly become Abraham when summoned to Moriah. Great faith is usually ordinary 
obedience that kept walking after the scenery stopped being interesting. 

Conclusion 

To walk by faith is to order life according to what God has written while present 
appearances argue, delay, threaten, or remain silent. It is not the denial of reality but the 
recognition that visible reality is not all reality. There is a throne above the storm, a promise 
behind the delay, a Shepherd beyond the valley, and an eternal weight of glory beyond 
present affliction. Second Corinthians 4:18 says, “While we look not at the things which are 
seen, but at the things which are not seen,” because “the things which are seen are 
temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.” Sight is not always wrong about 
what is present; it is simply incapable of seeing what is ultimate. It reports the prison but 
cannot see the ministry God will conduct inside it. It reports the tomb but cannot see 
resurrection morning. 

Saving faith settles the believer’s relationship to eternity; daily faith governs the road taken 
through time. Failure in the daily walk does not undo the cross, reverse the new birth, or 
remove the believer from Christ. It does, however, rob him of peace, usefulness, courage, 
fellowship, testimony, and reward. The saved man may spend forty years wandering around 
fears God intended him to overcome. He may arrive safely in Heaven carrying the sad 
record of opportunities surrendered to sight. Eternal security is not a substitute for 
practical faith; it is the foundation from which practical faith can operate without terror. The 
believer does not walk to keep himself saved. He walks because the One who saved him is 
trustworthy. 

Abraham could not see the destination, Moses could not see the Red Sea opened, David 
could not see Goliath fallen, and Paul could not see the shore through the storm. They had 
something better than sight: a word from God. That word did not remove every detour, 
prevent every tear, explain every delay, or preserve every ship. It gave them enough light to 
obey. The same God still leads through the same Book. When the eyes cannot draw a map, 
faith does not invent one. It takes the lamp of Scripture, places the next foot where God 
gives light, and leaves the unseen road with the Guide. Sight asks to see the destination 
before beginning. Faith knows the One who waits there and starts walking. 

 



6 of 10 – Faith That Saves and Faith That Serves: Signing God’s Name to Promises He 
Never Made 

Key Passage: Matthew 4:5–7 

“Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the 
temple, 
And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall 
give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at 
any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. 
Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.” 

Introduction 

Biblical faith begins where God has spoken. Presumption begins where man grows tired of 
waiting for God to speak and writes the promise himself. Faith hears the word of God, 
believes what God said, obeys what God commanded, and leaves the result with God. 
Presumption imagines a desirable outcome, announces it with religious confidence, 
borrows a verse from another context, and orders God to supply the merchandise. Faith 
bows before divine revelation; presumption climbs onto the throne and hands Heaven a list 
of demands. One says, “It shall be as God hath spoken.” The other says, “It shall be as I 
have spoken, and God is required to agree.” The difference is not how loudly the words are 
spoken, how confidently they are repeated, or how many people shout amen afterward. 
The difference is whether God actually made the promise. Faith signs its own name 
beneath God’s word. Presumption signs God’s name beneath man’s wish. 

Modern religious salesmanship has transformed faith into a mystical force supposedly 
released through positive thoughts, spoken declarations, visualized outcomes, financial 
offerings, and carefully worded confessions. The believer is told that words create reality, 
doubt cancels miracles, sickness proves defective faith, poverty reveals spiritual 
ignorance, and prosperity is waiting for somebody to “sow a seed” into the correct televised 
bank account. God is reduced to a cosmic vending machine: insert confession, push 
promise, collect blessing. If nothing drops into the tray, the preacher does not refund the 
offering; he blames the customer’s unbelief. The scheme is remarkably convenient for 
everyone except the sick, poor, grieving, disappointed person lying beneath the guilt. The 
religious merchant keeps the money, God receives the accusation, and the suffering 
believer is told he sabotaged his own miracle. That is not faith. It is spiritual extortion 
wearing a white suit. 

The Bible presents faith as dependence upon God, not power over God. Romans 10:17 
says, “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” Faith does not 



originate in the believer’s imagination. It comes through what God has said. First John 5:14 
gives the boundary of believing prayer: “if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth 
us.” James 4:15 teaches believers to say, “If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that.” 
Even life itself is subject to God’s will, much less a promotion, new automobile, larger 
house, bodily healing, or comfortable future. Faith does not make God obedient to the 
believer. It brings the believer into agreement with God. Presumption tells God what He 
must do; faith trusts God when He has not disclosed what He will do. It takes more faith to 
submit to an unrevealed outcome than to announce a favorable one God never promised. 

1. Faith Comes by God’s Word; Presumption Comes by Man’s Desire 

Romans 10:17 establishes the order that every counterfeit faith reverses: “faith cometh by 
hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” God speaks; man hears; faith believes. Biblical 
faith is responsive, not creative. It does not invent its own object or manufacture its own 
promise. Noah built an ark because God warned him of a flood. Abraham departed 
because God called him. Israel applied blood to the doorposts because God specified the 
means of protection. Joshua marched around Jericho because God gave an exact 
command. In every case, faith moved upon prior revelation. Had Noah built a tower instead 
of an ark, Abraham sailed west instead of entering Canaan, or Joshua attacked another city 
by the same method without instruction, confidence would not have turned the 
unauthorized act into faith. Sincerity cannot convert self-will into obedience. 

The flesh dislikes this dependence because it wants control. Waiting upon God leaves the 
creature conscious that he is a creature. He cannot see tomorrow, command providence, 
dictate timing, or guarantee results. So the religious flesh manufactures certainty to 
escape dependence. It announces, “I claim this house,” “I decree this healing,” “I declare 
this promotion,” or “I speak abundance into my life.” Notice how often the vocabulary 
begins with “I.” God becomes a supporting actor in a drama written by human desire. The 
believer is taught to speak as though his tongue holds creative power and God must ratify 
the declaration. But Ecclesiastes 8:4 says, “Where the word of a king is, there is power,” 
and the King in question is not the fellow holding the microphone. God’s word creates 
because God is the Creator. Man’s words describe, request, confess, praise, testify, bless, 
curse, lie, or tell the truth, but they do not carry divine omnipotence because a preacher 
teaches them to wear a crown. 

Desire itself is not sinful. A believer may desire healing, provision, marriage, children, 
successful ministry, restored relationships, protection, or relief from affliction. Scripture 
invites him to bring requests before God. Philippians 4:6 says, “in every thing by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.” But making a 
request known is not the same as announcing a decree. Prayer asks; presumption 



commands. Prayer submits; presumption dictates. Prayer says, “Lord, this is what I desire, 
but Thy wisdom is higher than mine.” Presumption says, “Lord, I have already announced 
the outcome publicly, so Your reputation now depends upon cooperating.” God is not 
obligated to preserve a man’s reputation after the man volunteered God for a miracle. The 
Lord is merciful, but He does not serve as the publicity department for human 
presumption. 

2. Satan Quoted Scripture While Tempting Christ to Presume 

The first Scripture quotation recorded from Satan’s mouth appears during the temptation of 
Christ. The devil took the Lord Jesus to a pinnacle of the temple and said, “If thou be the 
Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written.” Satan can quote Scripture. That fact should 
cure the childish assumption that every person citing a verse is teaching truth. The devil 
quoted Psalm 91 concerning angelic protection and attempted to use a true passage to 
support a false action. He did not ask Christ to worship a pagan idol in this temptation. He 
asked Him to perform a dramatic religious act at the temple while trusting a biblical 
promise. The location was holy, the quotation was inspired, the audience would have been 
impressed, and the act could have been advertised as extraordinary faith. It was still 
satanic. 

Christ answered, “It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.” He did not 
deny the truth of Psalm 91. He rejected Satan’s application of it. No command from the 
Father required Christ to leap from the temple. The devil tried to turn promised protection 
into permission for manufactured danger. That is the anatomy of presumption. God may 
promise to protect His servant in the path of obedience, but that does not authorize the 
servant to create a crisis and demand supernatural rescue. The promise of provision does 
not authorize laziness. The promise of protection does not authorize recklessness. The 
promise of answered prayer does not authorize selfish demands. The promise of divine 
guidance does not excuse refusing Scripture, wisdom, and counsel while waiting for a 
private sign. Faith walks where God leads; presumption jumps from pinnacles and sends 
Heaven the emergency bill. 

Satan’s misuse of Psalm 91 also demonstrates that a verse can be quoted accurately 
enough and still be handled falsely. Context, audience, doctrinal setting, and application 
matter. The devil did not need to erase the whole passage. He only needed to detach it from 
obedience and turn it into a spectacle. Modern false teachers use the same method. They 
lift a line from Abraham, Israel, the kingdom promises, an apostolic sign passage, or a 
prophetic setting and turn it into a personal guarantee for every Christian. The wording 
appears biblical, but the promise has been kidnapped. A stolen automobile does not 



become yours because you polished it, and a stolen verse does not become your promise 
because you printed it on a coffee cup. 

3. Israel Presumed to Go After God Told Them Not to Go 

Numbers 13–14 provides one of Scripture’s clearest demonstrations that boldness is not 
always faith. God commanded Israel to enter the promised land. Twelve spies searched the 
land, and ten returned emphasizing giants, walled cities, and Israel’s weakness. Caleb and 
Joshua believed God’s promise, but the congregation sided with unbelief. Israel wept, 
murmured, accused God of bringing them out to die, and proposed returning to Egypt. 
When God said, “Go,” they refused. Their unbelief was not a shortage of military 
confidence; it was rejection of a clear word from God. Faith would have entered the land 
while the giants were still standing because God had promised victory. 

After God pronounced judgment and declared that the unbelieving generation would 
wander in the wilderness, the people suddenly became enthusiastic. Numbers 14:40 says 
they rose early and declared, “Lo, we be here, and will go up unto the place which the LORD 
hath promised: for we have sinned.” That confession sounded promising, but their 
subsequent action directly defied God’s new command. Moses warned, “Go not up, for the 
LORD is not among you.” Verse 44 says, “But they presumed to go up unto the hill top.” 
Yesterday they refused to go when God said go. Today they insisted upon going when God 
said do not go. The destination was the same land, the enemies were the same nations, 
and the soldiers may have felt courageous at last, but the word governing the moment had 
changed. Obedience delayed until after God withdraws the command is not obedience. It 
is rebellion trying to wear yesterday’s uniform. 

The Amalekites and Canaanites came down, smote them, and chased them to Hormah. 
Their courage could not substitute for God’s presence. Their confession could not cancel 
disobedience. Their reference to “the place which the LORD hath promised” could not 
transform an unauthorized campaign into faith. This is the danger of using a genuine 
promise while ignoring a present command. Israel had a verse, a destination, an army, and 
a burst of religious determination, but “the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and Moses, 
departed not out of the camp.” They marched without God while talking about God’s 
promise. Presumption often has religious language on its lips and empty space where 
God’s presence should be. 

4. Man’s Words Do Not Possess God’s Creative Power 

God speaks things into existence because He is God. Genesis 1 repeatedly says, “And God 
said,” followed by the appearance of light, firmament, land, vegetation, heavenly lights, and 
living creatures. Psalm 33:9 declares, “For he spake, and it was done; he commanded, and 



it stood fast.” Romans 4:17 speaks of God “who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those 
things which be not as though they were.” The subject of those divine actions is God. Yet 
the word-faith salesman quietly steals the attributes from the subject and hands them to 
the believer. God calls things that be not as though they were, therefore man is told to do 
the same. That conclusion is not faith; it is attempted promotion into the Godhead. God 
can call the dead alive because He can raise the dead. Man can call his empty wallet full all 
afternoon and still have his card declined at supper. 

Proverbs 18:21—“Death and life are in the power of the tongue”—is frequently recruited 
into this counterfeit system. The verse teaches that words carry serious consequences. A 
tongue can lie, slander, discourage, testify, bless, preach the gospel, destroy reputations, 
or speak wisdom. It does not teach that human speech creates material reality by spiritual 
law. James 3 compares the tongue to a fire capable of setting “on fire the course of nature.” 
Words can indeed ignite destruction, but that is moral and relational consequence, not 
divine creative power. The preacher who tells people that mentioning sickness gives 
sickness authority, or admitting hardship “speaks defeat,” teaches them to lie about reality. 
Scripture never commands a man to call his illness health. It commands him to call God 
faithful while he is ill. 

Mark 11:23–24 is likewise detached from its setting and turned into a blank check for 
spoken miracles. Christ told His disciples about faith, prayer, and the moving of a mountain 
within an apostolic and kingdom context marked by extraordinary signs. The passage does 
not establish a universal law allowing every believer to rearrange geography, finances, or 
physical circumstances through verbal certainty. Paul did not speak his prison doors open 
every time he was confined. He did not declare the thorn absent until it became 
embarrassed and left. He did not command every storm to stop, although he possessed 
genuine apostolic authority. Scripture records him enduring beatings, hunger, shipwreck, 
imprisonment, sickness around him, and eventual execution. If the apostle of the Gentiles 
had understood faith as modern television merchants preach it, he apparently forgot to use 
the system during most of his ministry. 

5. Healing Is God’s Prerogative, Not Man’s Contract 

God can heal. Nothing in Scripture or sound doctrine limits His power. He healed in the Old 
Testament, Christ healed throughout His earthly ministry, the apostles exercised sign gifts, 
and God may still answer prayer by restoring health according to His will. Believers should 
pray for the sick, seek wise care, thank God for medicine and physicians, and trust Him 
throughout the outcome. But divine ability is not the same as a universal promise. The 
question is never whether God can heal; the question is whether He has promised 
immediate bodily healing to every believer who possesses enough faith. Scripture answers 



no. The believer’s body still waits for redemption according to Romans 8:23. If physical 
healing were included as an immediately enforceable right in the same manner as 
justification, no faithful Christian would age, remain disabled, or die. 

Paul asked the Lord three times to remove his thorn in the flesh. The answer was not 
removal but, “My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” 
Paul did not continue rebuking the thorn, sow a financial seed, or accuse himself of 
negative confession. He accepted Christ’s answer and said, “Most gladly therefore will I 
rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.” Timothy had 
“often infirmities,” and Paul advised him to use “a little wine for thy stomach’s sake” rather 
than mailing him a prayer cloth. Trophimus was left at Miletum sick. Epaphroditus was 
“sick nigh unto death,” and his recovery was described as God having mercy upon him, not 
as an automatic covenant payment. These men circulated around the apostle Paul. If 
guaranteed healing were the possession of every properly instructed believer, the New 
Testament ministry team had an astonishing shortage of instructors. 

Isaiah 53 and 1 Peter 2:24 are also abused to promise present healing from every disease. 
First Peter says Christ “bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to 
sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.” The context 
identifies sin as the disease being addressed. Christ’s atonement ultimately guarantees 
complete bodily redemption at the resurrection, but believers presently inhabit mortal 
bodies subject to weakness, decay, and death. The resurrection is the final healing of the 
body, and it will occur because Christ purchased the whole man. Until then, God may heal 
or may give sufficient grace in affliction. Presumption guarantees the cure; faith trusts 
Christ whether the answer is removal, treatment, endurance, or resurrection. 

6. Prosperity and Protection Are Not Proofs of Spiritual Approval 

The doctrine that every faithful Christian should enjoy material prosperity collapses 
beneath the weight of the New Testament. The Lord Jesus said, “The foxes have holes, and 
the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head.” Paul 
endured hunger, thirst, cold, nakedness, persecution, imprisonment, and loss. He 
described certain believers as “poor, yet making many rich.” The saints in Hebrews 11 
included some who “had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings,” wandered in sheepskins 
and goatskins, and lived “destitute, afflicted, tormented.” The chapter commends them for 
faith. Modern prosperity doctrine would place them in the remedial class and teach them a 
series on financial declarations. Heaven calls them people “of whom the world was not 
worthy.” 



Philippians 4:19—“But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by 
Christ Jesus”—is a precious promise, but it does not say God will supply every appetite, 
ambition, luxury, or status symbol. The Philippians had sacrificially supported Paul’s 
ministry, and Paul assured them that God knew their need. Earlier in the chapter he 
testified that he knew “both how to be abased” and “how to abound,” how to be full and 
how to be hungry. The famous statement “I can do all things through Christ which 
strengtheneth me” concerns contentment in changing conditions, not the power to win 
every contest and acquire every desired possession. Christ strengthened Paul to endure 
scarcity as well as abundance. Prosperity preaching quotes the verse while trying to 
eliminate half of Paul’s experience. 

Neither does faith guarantee exemption from danger, persecution, accident, or death. God 
protects His servants according to His purpose, but the same Peter released miraculously 
from prison in Acts 12 was later told he would die by crucifixion. James the apostle was 
killed with the sword while Peter was delivered. Stephen was faithful and stoned. Paul 
escaped a plot in Damascus, survived a stoning at Lystra, endured shipwreck, and 
eventually finished his course facing execution. Protection serves God’s purpose; it does 
not make the believer physically indestructible. The servant is immortal until his work is 
done only in the sense that no enemy can remove him outside God’s permission. When his 
course is finished, faith does not demand another extension. It says with Paul, “the time of 
my departure is at hand.” 

7. True Prayer Submits the Outcome to the Will of God 

First John 5:14 provides the governing confidence of prayer: “And this is the confidence that 
we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us.” Confidence is 
“in him,” and the request is “according to his will.” Biblical prayer is bold without becoming 
arrogant, specific without becoming dictatorial, persistent without becoming manipulative, 
and expectant without pretending omniscience. The believer knows God can answer, 
knows God hears, knows God is good, and knows God’s wisdom exceeds his own. He may 
ask repeatedly, as Paul did concerning the thorn and as Christ taught through parables on 
persistent prayer. But persistence places the request before God; it does not place God 
beneath the request. 

The Lord Jesus supplied the perfect pattern in Gethsemane: “O my Father, if it be possible, 
let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.” No one possessed 
stronger faith, purer motives, or greater standing with the Father. Yet Christ expressed His 
desire while submitting fully to the Father’s will. Submission was not a crack in faith; it was 
faith in its purest form. The modern formula treats “if it be thy will” as a cowardly escape 
clause spoken by people afraid to believe. Christ used its substance at the greatest crisis in 



history. The Son did not command the cup away, visualize another outcome, or announce 
that suffering had no authority over Him. He obeyed unto death. Faith is not proved by 
always receiving the desired cup; sometimes it is proved by drinking the cup the Father 
places in the hand. 

James 4 exposes prayers driven by lust: “Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, 
that ye may consume it upon your lusts.” Not every unanswered prayer results from weak 
faith. Some requests are selfish, some are unwise, some would injure the believer, some 
conflict with God’s timing, and some oppose His revealed purpose. Paul wanted the thorn 
removed; God wanted power displayed through weakness. The sisters wanted Lazarus 
healed before death; Christ intended to raise him afterward. The disciples wanted the 
kingdom restored immediately; God had a dispensation of grace yet to unfold. A denied 
request may be mercy wearing work clothes. Faith trusts God enough to receive “no,” 
“wait,” or an answer entirely different from the one requested. Presumption believes only 
when God agrees with it. 

Conclusion 

Faith and presumption may use similar vocabulary, quote the same Bible, and appear 
equally confident before the crowd, but they stand on opposite sides of authority. Faith 
begins with God’s word and submits to it. Presumption begins with man’s desire and 
attempts to conscript God into it. Faith obeys even when the outcome is concealed. 
Presumption announces the outcome and calls the announcement obedience. Faith may 
ask for healing, provision, protection, promotion, deliverance, or success, but it leaves 
each request beneath God’s wisdom and will. Presumption writes the promise, signs God’s 
name, and becomes offended when Heaven refuses to honor the forgery. 

Do not measure faith by volume, spectacle, emotional heat, financial offering, or the 
dramatic certainty with which a person speaks. Israel marched boldly toward Canaan and 
was defeated because God had said not to go. Satan quoted Scripture at the temple and 
proposed an act that looked like confidence in divine protection. False teachers can fill an 
auditorium with declarations while remaining farther from biblical faith than a suffering 
saint who quietly says, “Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him.” Faith is not getting God to 
endorse your preferred outcome. It is trusting God’s character when He withholds the 
outcome, changes the route, removes the comfort, or allows the ship to break. 

Believe every promise God has made, but do not forge new ones. Pray boldly, but bow 
honestly. Ask specifically, but submit completely. Expect God to act, but do not dictate 
how, when, or through whom He must act. Use medicine without shame, wisdom without 
apology, counsel without pride, preparation without fear, and prayer without manipulation. 



If God heals, praise Him. If He supplies through an unexpected door, thank Him. If He 
permits affliction and gives sufficient grace, trust Him. If He keeps the answer hidden, obey 
the light already given. Presumption needs the result to prove its words were powerful. 
Faith needs only the Word to prove that God is faithful. 

 

 

7 of 10 – Faith That Saves and Faith That Serves: The Shield That Must Face the 
Direction of the Arrows 

Key Passage: Ephesians 6:16 

“Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts 
of the wicked.” 

Introduction 

The Christian life is not a stroll through a religious garden where the greatest danger is 
stepping on somebody’s denominational flowerbed. It is warfare. Ephesians 6:12 says, “For 
we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against 
the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.” The 
adversary is real, organized, intelligent, malicious, experienced, and entirely opposed to 
everything God intends to accomplish through a believer. Satan cannot erase the blood of 
Christ, reverse justification, break the Holy Spirit’s seal, or remove a saved man from the 
body of Christ. The believer’s eternal standing is secure. But the enemy can attack his 
mind, corrupt his doctrine, disturb his peace, weaken his testimony, divert his labor, injure 
his fellowship, and turn years of potential service into smoking debris. Satan cannot drag a 
blood-bought son into Hell, but he will gladly make him live as though Hell still owns the 
property. 

Paul does not tell believers to negotiate with the enemy, study his feelings, admire his 
strategy, or hold a conference on improving relations with the kingdom of darkness. He 
commands, “Put on the whole armour of God.” The armour is necessary because the 
arrows are incoming whether the Christian feels militant or not. A soldier does not end a 
war by refusing to acknowledge the battlefield. The believer who says, “I do not think much 
about spiritual warfare,” has not escaped the conflict; he has merely entered it without his 
equipment. Satan is delighted with a Christianity that sings about victory while leaving its 
armour in storage. He does not fear a shield painted on a church wall, a sword quoted 
decoratively on social media, or a helmet discussed at a weekend retreat. Armour must be 
worn, the sword must be handled, and the shield must face the direction of the shot. 



The shield named in Ephesians 6:16 is “the shield of faith.” This is not faith in faith, 
confidence in confidence, religious optimism, denial of difficulty, emotional determination, 
or stubborn belief that circumstances must improve. It is active reliance upon God as He 
has revealed Himself in His written word. The fiery dart says God has abandoned you; the 
shield answers, “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” The dart says condemnation has 
returned; the shield answers, “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are 
in Christ Jesus.” The dart says the gospel is insufficient; the shield answers that believers 
are “complete in him.” The shield does not extinguish lies by producing louder feelings. It 
places truth between the believer and the falsehood. An arrow may strike with heat, speed, 
and noise, but it cannot reach the soldier when it buries itself in the shield God provided. 

1. The Believer Must Identify the Actual Enemy 

Ephesians 6:12 begins with a necessary negative: “For we wrestle not against flesh and 
blood.” Human beings may oppose, slander, betray, persecute, mock, tempt, and injure the 
Christian, but the conflict reaches beyond the visible person. Satan works through 
systems, philosophies, temptations, false doctrines, pressures, and human instruments, 
yet the believer must not become so occupied with the instrument that he forgets the hand 
manipulating it. Peter rebuked Christ’s announcement of the cross, and the Lord answered, 
“Get thee behind me, Satan.” Peter was flesh and blood, but the suggestion operating 
through his words belonged to the adversary. The devil does not need every messenger to 
understand the message being carried. A man can deliver satanic counsel with a sincere 
expression and polished religious vocabulary. 

The enemy’s object is not always to produce spectacular wickedness. Sometimes a small 
doctrinal adjustment accomplishes more than an open scandal. Satan asked Eve, “Yea, 
hath God said?” The first fiery dart recorded in human history was aimed at confidence in 
God’s words. He questioned the wording, contradicted the warning, impugned God’s 
motive, and offered a supposedly enlightened alternative. The pattern has not changed. 
The adversary still asks whether God preserved His words, whether Paul’s gospel is 
enough, whether Christ’s blood truly settled the account, whether eternal life is actually 
eternal, and whether obedience to Scripture is practical in modern conditions. He does not 
always arrive carrying a pitchfork. Sometimes he arrives with Greek notes, impressive 
credentials, and a revised reading that happens to weaken the verse standing between the 
believer and error. 

The Christian must also avoid turning spiritual warfare into superstitious obsession. Not 
every flat tire, headache, delayed appointment, malfunctioning appliance, or irritating 
person is a direct demonic assault. The world contains ordinary troubles, fallen bodies, 
human foolishness, natural consequences, and mechanical parts manufactured on Friday 



afternoon. Scripture commands sobriety as well as vigilance. First Peter 5:8 says, “Be 
sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, 
seeking whom he may devour.” Sobriety keeps vigilance from becoming hysteria. The 
believer recognizes the enemy without giving him credit for omnipresence, omniscience, or 
control he does not possess. Satan is dangerous, but he is still a creature. The Christian’s 
confidence rests not in understanding every movement of the enemy but in obeying the 
Lord who already defeated him. 

2. The Fiery Darts Are Aimed at the Inner Man 

A fiery dart does not need to leave a visible wound in order to inflict damage. The enemy’s 
projectiles include accusations, fears, doubts, temptations, distorted memories, doctrinal 
lies, worldly reasoning, discouragement, envy, bitterness, and insinuations against God’s 
goodness. Second Corinthians 10:4–5 speaks of “pulling down of strong holds,” “casting 
down imaginations,” and bringing “into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.” 
The battlefield includes the mind. A thought enters carrying poison: God has forgotten you; 
prayer is useless; obedience cost too much; sin will provide relief; everybody else has an 
easier life; your failure is beyond forgiveness; your service accomplished nothing. If the 
thought is accepted without examination, the dart has passed the shield and begun 
burning inside the camp. 

Many darts arrive using the believer’s own voice. The temptation does not announce, “This 
message comes from the father of lies.” It sounds like a personal conclusion. “Perhaps God 
never called me.” “Maybe I was never saved.” “I deserve to remain bitter.” “Nobody would 
know.” “One compromise cannot matter.” “My situation is different from what Scripture 
addresses.” The enemy has studied humanity long enough to know that a lie becomes more 
persuasive when the victim thinks he invented it. Acts 5:3 shows Peter asking Ananias, 
“Why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost?” Satan supplied the influence, 
but Ananias still owned the lie and bore responsibility for acting upon it. Spiritual warfare 
never removes moral accountability. The devil may load the weapon, but the flesh is often 
willing to pull the trigger. 

The fiery quality of the darts describes their ability to spread damage beyond the original 
point of impact. A single accusation can ignite despair. One offense can kindle bitterness 
that burns through a family. One doctrinal compromise can spread through a ministry. One 
unchecked lust can consume a testimony built over decades. James 3:5 says, “Behold, 
how great a matter a little fire kindleth!” The enemy does not always need to destroy the 
whole wall at once. He needs one burning arrow to land in dry material. That is why 
Ephesians does not say the believer should merely endure the darts. It says the shield can 



“quench” them. God has not supplied a decorative defense that allows the arrow to remain 
burning. Faith meets the lie with truth until its fire has nothing left to consume. 

3. The Shield Is Reliance Upon God’s Written Words 

The shield of faith derives its strength from the object upon which faith rests. Faith itself is 
not a mystical substance with independent power. A man may believe passionately in a 
falsehood and perish with impressive sincerity. The strength of the shield is not the 
emotional intensity with which the believer grips it but the faithfulness of the God whose 
word it represents. Romans 10:17 says, “faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word 
of God.” Faith has content. It knows what God said, understands where the promise 
applies, and places confidence in the One who spoke. A shield made from positive thinking 
will burn on contact. A shield made from misapplied promises may look religious until the 
first real arrow arrives. God’s words endure because “the word of our God shall stand for 
ever.” 

Christ demonstrated the shield in the wilderness. Satan attacked appetite, identity, trust, 
worship, and ambition. The Lord’s repeated answer was, “It is written.” He did not enter a 
philosophical debate with the tempter or answer one sensation with another. He used the 
written word in its proper setting. When Satan himself quoted Psalm 91, Christ answered 
with Scripture rightly applied: “Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.” That exchange 
proves that merely quoting a verse is not enough. The shield is not any biblical phrase 
attached to any desired conclusion. It is truth rightly understood and faithfully used. Satan 
had a quotation; Christ had the sword and shield. The difference was not whether Scripture 
appeared in the conversation but whether Scripture governed it. 

The believer must store Scripture before the attack. Psalm 119:11 says, “Thy word have I 
hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.” A soldier who begins searching for his 
shield after the arrow is already in flight has prepared late. The Christian should know the 
gospel, his standing in Christ, the promises concerning God’s presence, the warnings 
concerning the flesh, the identity of the enemy, the certainty of Christ’s return, and the 
hope of resurrection. When accusations arrive, Romans 8 should already be within reach. 
When anxiety strikes, Philippians 4 should not be a stranger. When lust appeals, the 
warnings of Proverbs and Paul’s commands concerning the body should be ready. The time 
to learn where the fire extinguisher is located is before smoke fills the room. 

4. The Shield Operates With the Whole Armour of God 

Paul commands believers to put on “the whole armour of God.” The shield cannot be 
separated from truth, righteousness, the gospel, salvation, Scripture, and prayer. 
Ephesians 6:14 begins with “having your loins girt about with truth.” A faith detached from 



truth becomes superstition. It may be sincere, intense, and highly emotional, but it will 
defend nothing. The girdle stabilizes the armour because truth holds the believer together. 
He must know what God said about Christ, salvation, sin, the Church, Israel, the flesh, the 
world, the devil, judgment, and eternity. Doctrinal carelessness leaves gaps in the 
equipment. The enemy studies gaps more carefully than religious crowds study doctrine. 

The breastplate is “the breastplate of righteousness,” and the feet are shod “with the 
preparation of the gospel of peace.” The believer possesses imputed righteousness in 
Christ and must practice righteous conduct in his walk. Satan attacks both. He accuses 
the Christian as though Christ’s righteousness were insufficient, then tempts him to live in 
a manner that damages practical righteousness. The shield answers the accusation with 
justification and the temptation with obedience. The gospel gives the soldier sure footing. 
He knows how peace with God was made—“by the blood of his cross”—and he stands 
ready to carry that gospel to others. A Christian uncertain about the gospel will stumble 
before he reaches the battlefield. You cannot stand firmly while changing the foundation 
every Sunday. 

The helmet of salvation guards the mind, the sword of the Spirit is “the word of God,” and 
prayer keeps the believer actively dependent upon God. The helmet protects assurance: 
the believer knows whom he has believed and knows eternal life is in the Son. The sword 
provides an offensive weapon against error and temptation. The shield receives the 
incoming blow while the sword answers it. Prayer acknowledges that armour without 
dependence upon God becomes religious equipment worn by flesh. David wore no visible 
armour before Goliath, but he advanced “in the name of the LORD of hosts.” Saul’s armour 
could not create faith, and David’s sling did not operate apart from it. The Christian does 
not trust the equipment instead of God; he trusts God enough to use every piece He 
supplied. 

5. The Shield Quenches Accusation and Distorted Memory 

Revelation 12:10 identifies Satan as “the accuser of our brethren,” who accuses them 
before God day and night. Accusation is one of his oldest weapons because every honest 
believer knows enough about his own failures to provide the enemy with material. Satan 
may drag old sins across the mind, replay foolish decisions, enlarge moments of 
weakness, and whisper that God’s forgiveness was incomplete. He wants the Christian 
staring backward at a record God placed beneath the blood. The accusation may contain a 
true fact—you did fail—but carry a false conclusion—you are still condemned. A fiery dart 
often has a shaft of truth with a poisoned point of error. 



The shield answers with the believer’s standing in Christ. Romans 8:1 says, “There is 
therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus.” Verse 33 asks, “Who 
shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s elect? It is God that justifieth.” Verse 34 answers, 
“Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again.” The 
enemy may bring charges, but he does not occupy the Judge’s bench. The Judge has 
already justified the believer upon the ground of Christ’s death and resurrection. First John 
1:9 provides cleansing and restored fellowship when a Christian sins, while 1 John 2:1 
declares, “we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” Satan 
prosecutes; Christ advocates; God’s verdict rests upon the Righteous One. The case was 
settled by blood before the accuser entered the courtroom. 

Faith does not answer accusation by pretending sin was harmless. If the believer has 
unconfessed sin, he should confess it, forsake it, make restitution where required, and 
submit to God’s correction. The shield is not denial; it is truth. David did not call his 
adultery and murder minor mistakes. He confessed, “Against thee, thee only, have I 
sinned,” and experienced severe earthly consequences. Yet he appealed to God’s mercy 
and sought restored fellowship. Satan pushes the believer toward one of two ditches: 
excuse sin as insignificant or treat forgiven sin as eternally condemning. Scripture permits 
neither. Grace does not minimize the wound; it applies the blood that actually cleanses it. 
The believer should remember enough of his past to remain humble, but not so much that 
he treats the accuser’s archive as more authoritative than God’s pardon. 

6. The Shield Meets Fear, Doubt, and Discouragement With God’s Character 

Fear becomes a fiery dart when it moves from recognizing danger to distrusting God. Paul 
wrote in 2 Timothy 1:7, “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of 
love, and of a sound mind.” The verse does not teach that Christians never experience fear. 
Paul himself knew pressures, dangers, and moments when he was “troubled on every 
side.” It teaches that paralyzing fear does not originate in God’s provision for His servant. 
Faith does not claim that the threat is imaginary. It remembers that the threat remains 
beneath divine authority. Isaiah 41:10 says, “Fear thou not; for I am with thee.” God’s 
answer to fear is often not an explanation of the threat but the promise of His presence. 

Doubt attacks the truthfulness and goodness of God. It asks whether the promise still 
applies, whether God has forgotten, whether prayer matters, whether obedience is worth 
the cost, and whether the Lord’s delay reveals indifference. John the Baptist, imprisoned 
and awaiting death, sent messengers asking Christ, “Art thou he that should come, or do 
we look for another?” The man who had announced the Lamb of God found his confidence 
assaulted in a dungeon. Christ answered by pointing to the works fulfilling Scripture, then 
added, “blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me.” He did not flatter John’s 



emotions or explain every detail of the imprisonment. He gave him evidence anchored in 
God’s prophetic word. Even strong servants can be struck by doubt when the prison walls 
contradict what they expected the Messiah to do. 

Discouragement often attacks through comparison, delay, and apparently small results. 
Elijah stood on Carmel, saw fire fall, and then fled from Jezebel, requesting that he might 
die. Jeremiah preached while the nation hardened. Paul wrote from prison while false 
teachers walked freely. The servant who judges God’s calling by immediate visible success 
will eventually conclude that faithfulness failed. First Corinthians 4:2 says, “Moreover it is 
required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.” God did not say successful according to 
the crowd’s measurements. Noah preached righteousness while the world continued 
building, buying, marrying, and mocking until the rain arrived. The ark looked like a failed 
ministry until judgment floated it. Faithfulness is obedience measured by God; success is 
often applause measured by men who will not be present at the Judgment Seat. 

7. The Shield Must Be Taken Up and Kept Facing the Arrows 

Ephesians 6:16 says, “taking the shield of faith.” Possession is not use. A believer may own 
several Bibles, know correct doctrine, attend a sound church, and still fail to apply what he 
knows when the attack arrives. The shield can hang on a wall as genuine armour and 
remain useless against an incoming arrow. Truth admired is not necessarily truth obeyed. 
The Christian must deliberately bring Scripture between himself and the assault. When fear 
rises, he must rehearse God’s character. When temptation speaks, he must answer with 
God’s command. When accusation burns, he must stand upon justification. When 
disappointment clouds the path, he must remember that God’s timetable was never 
submitted for human approval. 

Taking the shield requires judging thoughts rather than entertaining every one that knocks. 
Second Corinthians 10:5 commands believers to bring “into captivity every thought to the 
obedience of Christ.” Not every thought deserves a chair, a cup of coffee, and an hour-long 
conversation. Some should be arrested at the door. Ask whether the thought agrees with 
Scripture, glorifies Christ, promotes obedience, and tells the truth about God. A thought 
that contradicts the written word does not become credible because it arrived with strong 
emotion. Feelings can report pain, exhaustion, grief, or pressure honestly, but they cannot 
rewrite doctrine. The believer who allows every feeling to vote on truth will spend his life 
governed by a committee of unstable witnesses. 

The shield must also remain raised through repeated assaults. Luke 4:13 says that after the 
temptation, the devil departed from Christ “for a season.” Victories do not retire the enemy. 
The believer may quench one dart and face another before the smoke clears. Faith 



therefore becomes a daily discipline of Scripture, prayer, vigilance, confession, and 
obedience. Fellowship with other believers also matters because isolated soldiers become 
easier targets. Hebrews 10:24–25 commands believers to provoke one another unto love 
and good works and not forsake assembling together. A discouraged Christian may need 
another believer to remind him where the shield lies. God designed the body so its 
members could strengthen one another, not so every soldier could brag about fighting 
alone while bleeding unnecessarily. 

Conclusion 

The shield of faith is not a mystical force generated by mental intensity. It is the believer’s 
active reliance upon the faithful God who has spoken in His written word. Its strength lies in 
God’s truth, not in the steadiness of the hand gripping it. The Christian may tremble while 
raising the shield, but the promise remains solid. A frightened soldier behind strong armour 
is safer than a confident fool standing bare-chested before the arrows. Faith does not need 
to feel invincible. It needs to place God’s word between the soul and the lie. The dart says 
condemned; Scripture says justified. The dart says abandoned; Scripture says never 
forsaken. The dart says defeated; Scripture says more than conquerors through Him that 
loved us. 

A believer may lower his shield and suffer serious injury without losing eternal life. Satan 
cannot undo the new birth, but he can wound the walk. He can steal peace through 
accusation, weaken service through discouragement, corrupt doctrine through deception, 
ignite bitterness through offense, and waste years through fear. Eternal security should 
never become an excuse for spiritual carelessness. A soldier whose citizenship is secure 
may still be injured on the battlefield. Salvation determines whose army he belongs to; 
faithfulness determines how he stands in the conflict. The blood settles his eternal identity, 
but the armour protects his daily usefulness. 

Take up the shield. Do not merely own it, discuss it, diagram it, or admire it. Face it toward 
the arrows. Hide God’s words in your heart before the assault. Know your standing in 
Christ, judge your flesh, test every thought, reject false doctrine, confess sin promptly, pray 
continually, and keep the sword within reach. The enemy has had thousands of years to 
perfect his aim, but he has never invented a dart that can burn through the truth of God. 
Every lie eventually dies when it strikes what God has written. The shield may become 
scarred from battle, but a scarred shield is better than a spotless one hanging on the wall. 

 

 



8 of 10 – Faith That Saves and Faith That Serves: Prayer Is Not a Lever on the Throne of 
God 

Key Passage: 1 John 5:14–15 

“And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his 
will, he heareth us: 
And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that 
we desired of him.” 

Introduction 

Prayer is one of the greatest privileges ever given to a redeemed sinner and one of the most 
frequently counterfeited practices in modern religion. Through Jesus Christ, the believer 
may approach the throne of grace, address God as Father, confess sin, offer thanksgiving, 
seek wisdom, intercede for others, request provision, and pour out burdens that no human 
ear could fully understand. Hebrews 4:16 says, “Let us therefore come boldly unto the 
throne of grace.” The invitation is bold, direct, and blood-bought. Yet modern religious 
machinery has often turned that throne into a control panel. Prayer is marketed as a force, 
formula, transaction, incantation, seed-funded investment, or lever by which enough 
confidence can move a supposedly reluctant God. The petitioner is instructed to use the 
correct phrases, eliminate every admission of uncertainty, visualize the answer, repeat 
declarations, and refuse to acknowledge any outcome except the desired one. That is not 
biblical boldness. It is the creature trying to operate the throne while the King is still seated 
upon it. 

The prayer of faith does not mean that faith guarantees whatever the believer wants if he 
can generate sufficient certainty. It means prayer rises from confidence in God, rests upon 
His revealed words, submits to His will, and trusts His wisdom with the answer. First John 
5:14 says that “if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us.” The verse contains 
confidence, asking, divine hearing, and divine will in the same sentence. Confidence does 
not eliminate submission; it rests inside it. The believer knows God hears him because his 
access depends upon Christ, not because his voice reached the correct emotional volume. 
He knows God is able because nothing is too hard for the Lord. He knows God is good even 
when the answer is delayed, altered, or denied. Faith does not require God to prove His 
goodness by following the petitioner’s instructions. It believes God is good before the 
answer arrives. 

Prayer is not a lever placed beneath the throne so man can move God toward an outcome 
God did not choose. It is fellowship in which a dependent creature brings real requests to a 
wise Father. The requests matter. Scripture commands believers to ask, seek, knock, 



continue in prayer, pray without ceasing, and make supplication for all saints. God 
genuinely answers prayer and often acts in response to it. But divine responsiveness does 
not make God manageable. Prayer changes circumstances because God answers, not 
because man’s words operate an impersonal spiritual law. God is not electricity, prayer is 
not a switch, and faith is not the wiring. The Lord is a Person—holy, wise, sovereign, loving, 
purposeful, and free. The believer does not manipulate Him. He communes with Him. 

1. Prayer Begins With Access Purchased by Christ 

The believer approaches God through the Lord Jesus Christ. First Timothy 2:5 says, “For 
there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.” Access 
does not depend upon a priesthood, religious institution, dead saint, earthly mediator, 
sacramental ceremony, or the petitioner’s personal worthiness. Hebrews 10:19 says 
believers have “boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus.” The blood provides 
access. Christ’s mediation provides acceptance. The believer does not stand at the throne 
waving a record of good behavior and demanding an audience. He comes in the name and 
merit of the Son. Prayer is bold precisely because the petitioner has ceased trusting his 
own worthiness. 

To pray “in Jesus’ name” is not merely to attach a verbal stamp to the end of a request. The 
name of Christ represents His authority, character, work, will, and glory. A request offered 
in His name should be consistent with what He approves. A man cannot ask God to bless 
selfish ambition, revenge, dishonesty, greed, or compromise and make the request 
legitimate by adding “in Jesus’ name” before amen. An ambassador using his king’s name 
is authorized to represent the king’s interests, not his own private schemes. The phrase is 
not a password opening a heavenly vault. It is an acknowledgment that the believer 
approaches through Christ and desires an answer consistent with Christ. 

The indwelling Holy Spirit also assists the believer in prayer. Romans 8:26 says, “Likewise 
the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we 
ought.” That admission should flatten religious pride. Paul includes himself among those 
who do not always know what should be requested. The Holy Spirit makes intercession 
“with groanings which cannot be uttered,” and verse 27 says the intercession is “according 
to the will of God.” The Spirit does not amplify human self-will until God surrenders. He 
carries the believer’s burden within the perfect knowledge of divine will. Sometimes the 
most spiritual prayer a Christian offers is one he cannot properly put into words. Heaven is 
not confused by the broken sentence because the Holy Spirit is not confused by the 
burden. 

2. Believing-Prayer Passages Must Be Rightly Divided 



Passages such as Matthew 21:22—“And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, 
believing, ye shall receive”—must be believed exactly as written and interpreted where God 
placed them. Christ spoke during His earthly ministry to Jewish disciples in a kingdom 
setting marked by Messianic signs and apostolic authority. The withered fig tree, the moving 
of a mountain, and the extraordinary promises connected with the apostles cannot be torn 
from that setting and converted into a universal guarantee that every Church Age believer 
may acquire any outcome by reaching sufficient confidence. The same disciples received 
authority to heal all manner of sickness, cleanse lepers, raise the dead, and cast out devils. 
If a man claims their prayer promise without qualification, he should be prepared to claim 
their entire commission instead of selecting the verses most useful for a fundraising 
broadcast. 

John 14–16 contains sweeping promises concerning asking in Christ’s name, but the 
immediate audience is the apostolic company preparing for Christ’s departure. In John 
14:13 the Lord says, “whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do,” and immediately 
connects the answer with the purpose “that the Father may be glorified in the Son.” John 
15:16 connects asking with the apostles being chosen and ordained to bring forth enduring 
fruit. John 16:23–24 prepares them for a coming relationship with the Father after Christ’s 
resurrection. These promises supply genuine encouragement and principle for Christian 
prayer, but they were not given as a blank check for fleshly imagination. The glory of the 
Father, the fruit of apostolic ministry, the word abiding in the disciple, and the name of 
Christ govern the asking. The modern salesman quotes “whatsoever” and quietly 
misplaces every boundary around it. 

James 5:14–15 speaks of elders, anointing with oil, and “the prayer of faith” that “shall save 
the sick.” James addresses “the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad,” uses Jewish 
language throughout, and contains strong kingdom and prophetic features. That setting 
must be honored. The passage should not be used to accuse every unhealed Christian of 
defective faith or to create a guaranteed healing ritual for the body of Christ. God may heal 
in answer to prayer, and believers should certainly pray for the sick, but Paul’s own epistles 
record Trophimus left sick at Miletum, Timothy’s frequent infirmities, Epaphroditus sick 
nigh unto death, and Paul’s unremoved thorn. Scripture never contradicts itself. The 
contradiction appears when a promise addressed in one setting is dragged across 
dispensational lines and used to condemn a saint in another. 

3. Boldness and Persistence Are Not Manipulation 

Biblical prayer may be remarkably bold. Abraham interceded for Sodom, reasoning with 
God concerning the righteous within the city. Moses pleaded for Israel after the golden calf 
and appealed to God’s covenant and reputation among the nations. Hezekiah spread 



Sennacherib’s threatening letter before the Lord. David poured out grief, anger, fear, 
confidence, confession, and praise in the Psalms. Paul repeatedly requested prayer for 
open doors, bold utterance, deliverance, and fruitful ministry. God does not require His 
children to approach Him using vague religious language that hides what they actually 
desire. Philippians 4:6 says, “in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known unto God.” A request should be honest enough to be known. 

Persistence is also biblical. Luke 18:1 records that Christ taught “that men ought always to 
pray, and not to faint.” The persistent widow continued approaching the unjust judge. Luke 
11 presents a man requesting bread from his friend at midnight. Paul prayed three times 
concerning the thorn. Christ repeated His prayer in Gethsemane. Persistence does not 
mean God is forgetful and must be reminded until the request penetrates divine 
indifference. It means the burden remains, dependence continues, and the petitioner 
refuses to abandon fellowship because the answer has not arrived. Persistent prayer often 
works upon the believer while he waits. It strips away mixed motives, deepens submission, 
clarifies priorities, and teaches endurance. God may delay the answer because He is doing 
something in the petitioner that an immediate answer would interrupt. 

Christ nevertheless warned against “vain repetitions” in Matthew 6:7, describing heathen 
practice based upon the assumption “that they shall be heard for their much speaking.” 
The problem is not repetition itself, for Christ repeated His request in Gethsemane. The 
problem is vain repetition—the mechanical multiplication of words as though quantity 
creates leverage. Chanting a phrase, repeating a declaration, reciting a formula, or holding 
an all-night session does not place God under greater pressure. Length can accompany 
sincerity, but length is not merit. Elijah’s short prayer on Carmel brought fire, while the 
prophets of Baal cried from morning until evening, leaped upon the altar, and cut 
themselves until blood gushed. Noise, duration, emotion, and bodily excitement produced 
nothing. Heaven is not deaf, and God is not impressed by religious volume. 

4. Prayer Must Remain Beneath God’s Will and Above Man’s Lusts 

First John 5:14 does not say confidence rests in the certainty that the believer will receive 
his preferred result. It says, “this is the confidence that we have in him.” Confidence is 
located in God. The request is governed by the phrase “according to his will.” God’s will is 
not an embarrassing qualification inserted to give timid Christians an escape route. It is the 
only safe boundary for prayer. The believer possesses limited knowledge. He sees the 
immediate need but cannot see every consequence of the requested answer. He knows 
present pain but not the future purpose God may accomplish through it. He can ask wisely 
only to the degree that Scripture supplies wisdom. Therefore, submission to God’s will is 
not defective faith. It is the confession that God knows what the petitioner does not. 



James 4:3 says, “Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it 
upon your lusts.” Some unanswered prayers are not mysteries. They are selfish requests 
wearing religious clothing. A man asks for prosperity because he wants status, for 
influence because he wants applause, for deliverance because obedience has become 
uncomfortable, or for another person to change while refusing to judge himself. He may 
call the request kingdom-minded, but God sees the appetite beneath the robe. Prayer does 
not sanctify lust merely because lust kneels. God is not obligated to finance pride, protect 
rebellion, promote vanity, or remove every consequence from foolish conduct. 

Psalm 37:4 says, “Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of 
thine heart.” The verse is often treated as though delighting in God is the combination to a 
safe containing whatever the heart already wants. But delight in the Lord changes desire. 
The closer a believer walks with God, the less interested he becomes in treating God as the 
supplier of fleshly ambitions. John 15:7 joins the promise of asking with Christ’s words 
abiding in the disciples. Scripture-shaped prayer increasingly desires what God desires. 
The great work of prayer is not forcing God’s will downward until it conforms to man’s 
desire; it is drawing man’s desire upward until it rests within God’s will. 

5. Gethsemane Proves That Submission Is Perfect Faith 

The Lord Jesus Christ entered Gethsemane knowing the cross stood immediately ahead. 
He would bear sin, endure wrath, suffer abandonment, and taste death. Matthew 26:39 
records His prayer: “O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless 
not as I will, but as thou wilt.” No prayer ever came from a purer heart. No petitioner ever 
possessed stronger faith, more perfect fellowship, or clearer access to the Father. Yet 
Christ expressed the awful weight of the cup and submitted the outcome to the Father’s 
will. The words “if it be possible” and “nevertheless” were not signs of unbelief. They 
displayed perfect obedience. 

The modern teacher who says adding “if it be thy will” weakens prayer has placed himself 
in the embarrassing position of correcting Jesus Christ. According to that system, 
Gethsemane should have contained a positive declaration that the cup had no authority, 
an announcement that suffering was canceled, and a refusal to speak anything except 
deliverance. Instead, the sinless Son submitted Himself. Hebrews 5:7 says He “offered up 
prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to save him 
from death.” The Father heard Him, yet the cross was not removed. Hearing did not require 
granting the request in the exact form human logic might expect. Christ passed through 
death and was delivered out of it by resurrection. 



Gethsemane teaches that faith may ask for one outcome while trusting God through 
another. Christ’s submission did not make the agony unreal. Luke records sweat “as it were 
great drops of blood falling down to the ground.” Biblical spirituality does not require 
people to pretend pain is pleasant. A believer may weep, tremble, ask repeatedly, seek 
relief, and still walk in faith. The decisive word is “nevertheless.” Faith brings the whole 
burden to God and then refuses to make obedience conditional upon receiving the 
preferred answer. Presumption says, “Remove the cup, or I will doubt Your goodness.” Faith 
says, “If the cup remains, Thy will is still worthy of obedience.” 

6. Paul’s Thorn Proves That Sufficient Grace May Be the Answer 

Second Corinthians 12 records Paul’s thorn in the flesh, “the messenger of Satan to buffet” 
him. Paul did not enjoy it, deny it, or pretend the affliction was already gone. He says, “For 
this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me.” The request was 
specific, repeated, and directed to the One capable of answering. Paul had witnessed 
miracles, exercised apostolic signs, survived extraordinary dangers, and knew the power of 
God. If strong faith guaranteed removal, Paul was qualified. Yet the thorn remained. 

The Lord answered, “My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in 
weakness.” God did not say nothing. He gave Paul an answer greater in purpose than the 
answer Paul requested. Removal would have ended the immediate affliction; sufficient 
grace transformed the affliction into a place where Christ’s power could rest upon him. 
Paul then said, “Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities.” He did not glory 
because suffering possessed independent virtue or because pain should be romanticized. 
He gloried because weakness had become the platform for Christ’s strength. The thorn 
remained, but it no longer carried the same interpretation. 

Paul’s experience protects afflicted believers from the cruelty of false doctrine. An 
unhealed sickness, persistent weakness, recurring limitation, or long-standing burden 
does not prove that the believer lacks faith, is spiritually inferior, or has been abandoned by 
God. Sometimes the Lord removes the thorn. Sometimes He changes the circumstances. 
Sometimes He supplies strength for years. Sometimes final deliverance arrives through 
death and resurrection. Faith does not insist that only one of those answers counts as 
divine faithfulness. The man who receives sufficient grace has received a real answer, even 
if the thorn still shows up for breakfast. 

7. Unanswered Prayer Must Not Be Mistaken for Divine Absence 

A delayed answer is not proof that God has not heard. Daniel 10 records that Daniel’s 
words were heard “from the first day,” yet the answer’s arrival was delayed twenty-one days 
amid spiritual conflict. Mary and Martha sent word that Lazarus was sick, but Christ 



deliberately remained where He was two days. By the time He arrived, Lazarus had been 
dead four days. The sisters interpreted the delay through grief: “Lord, if thou hadst been 
here, my brother had not died.” Christ had not abandoned them. He intended a revelation 
of resurrection power greater than the immediate healing they requested. Heaven’s delay 
may be preparation for an answer too large for the original request. 

At other times, sin affects fellowship and prayer. Psalm 66:18 says, “If I regard iniquity in my 
heart, the Lord will not hear me.” First Peter 3:7 warns husbands that mistreating their 
wives can hinder their prayers. Mark 11 connects prayer with forgiveness. These passages 
do not teach that a saved man loses sonship whenever fellowship is disturbed. They teach 
that God does not reward cherished rebellion with unbroken communion. The believer 
should examine himself honestly, confess known sin, repair wrongs where possible, and 
approach God without hypocrisy. Yet introspection must not become another superstition 
in which every delayed answer sends the believer digging endlessly for a secret sin. Job’s 
friends assumed affliction proved hidden wickedness, and God eventually rebuked their 
theology. 

An unanswered request does not prove that the believer is unsaved. Salvation rests upon 
the finished work of Christ and is received by faith in the gospel; it does not depend upon 
the percentage of prayers granted in the desired form. A disobedient child may experience 
hindered fellowship, and a faithful child may receive an answer of “no.” Both remain 
children. God’s silence may involve timing, correction, protection, preparation, spiritual 
conflict, a larger purpose, or reasons the believer will not understand in this life. Faith 
continues to pray without turning the answer into a test of adoption. A Father’s refusal does 
not cancel the birth certificate. 

Conclusion 

Prayer is fellowship with God through Jesus Christ, not leverage over God through human 
confidence. The believer comes boldly because Christ opened the way, humbly because 
he brings no merit, specifically because God invites requests, persistently because 
burdens remain, and submissively because God alone sees the whole road. Prayer may 
move circumstances, open doors, bring healing, supply needs, deliver servants, restore 
fellowship, and accomplish what no human power could produce. But prayer 
accomplishes these things because God answers according to His wisdom, not because 
the petitioner discovers a law that forces Heaven’s machinery to operate. 

Do not let religious merchants turn prayer into a transaction. God does not sell answers in 
exchange for seed offerings, emotional intensity, repeated declarations, vows, or carefully 
maintained positive speech. The prophets of Baal had volume, duration, passion, 



repetition, sacrifice, and blood. They received silence. Elijah had a short prayer aligned with 
God’s revealed purpose, and the fire fell. Prayer does not become powerful by making man 
impressive. Its power rests in the God who hears. A whisper offered through Christ reaches 
farther than a stadium full of flesh trying to order Heaven around. 

Ask boldly. Pray specifically. Continue faithfully. Search the Scriptures. Judge your motives. 
Confess your sins. Intercede for others. Thank God before the answer is visible. But leave 
the throne beneath the King. If He grants the request, praise Him. If He delays, wait upon 
Him. If He refuses, trust His wisdom. If He leaves the thorn, receive sufficient grace. The 
greatest proof of faith is not always getting what was requested. Sometimes it is remaining 
at the Father’s feet when the answer is not the one you wanted. Prayer is not a lever that 
moves a reluctant God; it is the open hand of a dependent child resting before a faithful 
Father. 

 

 

9 of 10 – Faith That Saves and Faith That Serves: Bruised, Battered, and Shipwrecked 
Without Losing the Saviour 

Key Passages: 1 Timothy 1:18–20 and 2 Timothy 2:13 

“This charge I commit unto thee, son Timothy, according to the prophecies which went 
before on thee, that thou by them mightest war a good warfare; 
Holding faith, and a good conscience; which some having put away concerning faith have 
made shipwreck: 
Of whom is Hymenaeus and Alexander; whom I have delivered unto Satan, that they may 
learn not to blaspheme.” 

“If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself.” 

Introduction 

The Bible speaks of saving faith, weak faith, strong faith, wavering faith, dead faith, 
overthrown faith, shipwrecked faith, the faith once delivered, and the faith of Jesus Christ. 
Those expressions do not describe one identical condition with one identical 
consequence. Yet religious systems commonly throw them into a doctrinal cement mixer, 
pour the confusion over the believer’s assurance, and tell him that every struggle proves he 
may be headed for Hell. A Christian doubts during a severe trial, and somebody tells him he 
must never have been saved. He fails morally, and a legalist announces that eternal life 
expired during the incident. He becomes confused by false doctrine, and instead of 
patiently restoring him through Scripture, religious mechanics threaten him with 



damnation while charging for the diagnostic work. That approach does not strengthen faith. 
It teaches the wounded soldier to suspect that the Commander shot him. 

A believer can suffer serious damage without being separated from Jesus Christ. He can 
bruise his conscience, batter his testimony, weaken his confidence, corrupt his doctrine, 
neglect his calling, injure his family influence, waste his ministry, lose his reward, and 
arrive at the Judgment Seat of Christ carrying the ashes of opportunities that will never 
return. Grace does not make those consequences imaginary. Eternal security is not a 
padded room in which sin cannot break anything. The blood of Christ secures the believer’s 
standing, but the believer’s choices govern much of his earthly usefulness. A ship may 
belong permanently to its owner and still strike a reef, lose its cargo, break its mast, and 
wash ashore in pieces. Ownership does not make shipwreck harmless. It determines 
whose vessel must be recovered from the beach. 

The answer to struggling faith is neither denial nor terror. A weak believer should not be told 
that weakness is strength, sin is harmless, and doctrine does not matter. Neither should he 
be driven from Christ by the lie that his temporary collapse made the cross insufficient. 
Scripture treats wounded sheep, rebellious sons, false teachers, carnal believers, and 
apostates from truth according to their actual condition. Some need compassion, some 
rebuke, some correction, some discipline, and some rejection after repeated admonition. A 
wise shepherd does not beat a trembling lamb because a wolf entered the field, and he 
does not pet the wolf because kindness sounds more spiritual than vigilance. The Book 
knows the difference, and believers must learn it. 

1. Weak Faith Is Not the Same as No Faith 

Romans 14 opens with the command, “Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, but not to 
doubtful disputations.” The weak brother possesses faith, but his understanding and 
practical confidence have not matured. In the chapter, one believer understands that he 
may eat all things, while another eats herbs. One esteems one day above another, while 
another esteems every day alike. Paul does not instruct the stronger believer to conduct an 
inquisition into whether the weaker man was ever justified. He says to receive him. 
Weakness in matters of conscience and understanding does not prove the absence of 
spiritual life. A newborn child is weak because he is alive and immature, not because he is 
secretly dead. 

The strong believer has responsibilities toward the weak. Romans 15:1 says, “We then that 
are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves.” Strength 
is not permission to show off knowledge while crushing another man’s conscience. A 
believer may possess correct doctrine and still use it carnally. The strong brother can 



explain Christian liberty, win every argument, and leave a trail of injured saints behind him 
like a doctrinal truck with failed brakes. Paul tells him to bear infirmities, pursue edification, 
and avoid placing a stumblingblock before another. Knowledge should strengthen service, 
not provide a club for beating people who have not yet reached the same conclusion. 

Weak faith grows through truth, patience, and exercise. Romans 10:17 says, “faith cometh 
by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” The cure is not endless attention to weakness 
but increased acquaintance with God’s words. The believer who trembles over assurance 
needs clear teaching concerning the gospel, justification, the new birth, the Holy Spirit’s 
seal, and the faithfulness of Christ. The believer bound by an unnecessary scruple needs 
patient instruction, not public ridicule. Some chains fall immediately; others loosen link by 
link as Scripture replaces tradition. A man does not strengthen a weak leg by threatening to 
amputate it every time it shakes. 

2. Wavering Faith Can Exist Inside a Genuine Believer 

Peter provides one of Scripture’s clearest pictures of faith mixed with fear. In Matthew 14, 
he stepped out of the ship at Christ’s command and walked upon the water. That act 
required genuine faith. Yet when he saw the wind boisterous, “he was afraid; and beginning 
to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me.” Christ immediately stretched forth His hand, 
caught him, and said, “O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?” The Lord did not 
say Peter possessed no faith. He said his faith was little and interrupted by doubt. Peter’s 
eyes moved from Christ’s word to the storm, and his practical confidence collapsed. But 
the same hand that had called him onto the water caught him when he began to sink. 

The account destroys two common errors. First, genuine faith does not mean the believer 
will never experience fear or doubt. Peter believed enough to leave the ship but doubted 
while walking. Second, temporary doubt does not make Christ unwilling or unable to 
rescue His servant. Peter did not deliver a polished prayer. He cried three words: “Lord, 
save me.” Christ did not remain at a distance until Peter achieved perfect confidence. He 
caught him “immediately.” The strength of the rescue rested in Christ’s hand, not in Peter’s 
ability to maintain a spiritual mood while waves struck his legs. A trembling cry directed 
toward the right Saviour has more hope than a confident speech delivered to the wind. 

James 1:6–8 warns the man who asks while wavering, describing a double-minded man as 
“unstable in all his ways.” The passage addresses practical prayer and the reception of 
wisdom amid temptation, not the repeated cancellation of eternal salvation. Double-
mindedness does have real consequences. It makes the believer unstable, inconsistent, 
indecisive, and spiritually vulnerable. He wants God’s wisdom while reserving the right to 
follow the world’s counsel. He prays for direction while secretly preferring the road his flesh 



already selected. The cure is a single heart submitted to Scripture. Wavering may not erase 
sonship, but it can keep a son circling the same intersection until years disappear in the 
rearview mirror. 

3. Failure Under Pressure Does Not Reverse the New Birth 

Peter’s denial of Christ was not a minor lapse. He had boasted, “Though all men shall be 
offended because of thee, yet will I never be offended.” Within hours, he denied the Lord 
three times, added cursing and swearing, and insisted he did not know Him. If salvation 
depended upon unbroken confession, Peter lost it beside the high priest’s fire. Yet before 
the failure, Christ told him in Luke 22:31–32, “Satan hath desired to have you, that he may 
sift you as wheat: But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not.” Christ knew the collapse 
in advance, prayed through it, and spoke of Peter’s future restoration: “when thou art 
converted, strengthen thy brethren.” The Saviour saw beyond the denial while Peter could 
not see beyond the next accusation. 

Peter’s faith did fail in its public expression, courage, and consistency, but it did not fail in 
the ultimate sense Satan desired. Peter went out and wept bitterly. Judas went out and 
sought death. Peter’s grief did not purchase restoration, but it revealed a relationship still 
operating beneath the wreckage. After the resurrection, Christ met Peter by the sea, fed 
him, questioned him, and recommissioned him: “Feed my sheep.” Christ did not deny the 
denial, excuse the cowardice, or pretend nothing had happened. He restored the fallen 
apostle and put work back into his hands. Grace does not erase the lesson; it refuses to let 
the failure write the final chapter. 

The believer who falls under pressure must not use Peter as an excuse to remain down. 
Peter was restored and then stood publicly at Pentecost. The man who once denied Christ 
before a maid later accused Israel’s rulers of crucifying Him. Restored faith should produce 
stronger obedience because failure has exposed the weakness of self-confidence. Peter 
had boasted in his own loyalty; afterward he leaned more heavily upon Christ’s knowledge 
and grace. A broken bone that heals properly may become a place of remembered caution, 
but a man who refuses treatment should not brag that biblical heroes also fell. The Bible 
records failure to magnify restoration, not to provide furniture for the floor. 

4. False Doctrine Can Overthrow Practical Faith 

Second Timothy 2:17–18 names Hymenaeus and Philetus, “Who concerning the truth have 
erred, saying that the resurrection is past already; and overthrow the faith of some.” Their 
error was doctrinal and prophetic. They misplaced the resurrection, teaching that it had 
already occurred. A doctrine may retain biblical vocabulary while becoming destructive 
through incorrect timing. Resurrection is biblical. Saying it is already past when God says it 



is future is heresy. A calendar error in prophecy can become a wrecking ball in Christian 
faith because hope, expectation, doctrine, and conduct are tied to what God will yet do. 

The verse says their words overthrew “the faith of some.” It does not say their teaching 
overthrew God, canceled Calvary, emptied Christ’s blood of value, or removed the Holy 
Spirit’s seal. It damaged the hearers’ doctrinal confidence and practical stability. False 
doctrine can turn a Christian’s world upside down. If the resurrection is past, what happens 
to the blessed hope? What becomes of the believer’s future bodily redemption? Why 
endure present suffering? Why maintain sound doctrine? Error spreads “like a canker,” 
consuming connected truths. A loose brick in a wall may seem small until the crack travels 
across the structure. 

Immediately after warning that some faith had been overthrown, Paul writes, “Nevertheless 
the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his.” 
That “nevertheless” is a doctrinal anchor. Teachers may err, hearers may become 
confused, faith may be overthrown in practical operation, but God’s foundation remains 
sure. The Lord knows His own even when His own are temporarily confused about what 
they know. This does not make doctrine optional, for the passage commands everyone 
naming Christ to depart from iniquity. It makes the foundation stronger than the storm 
above it. A tornado can tear the roof from a house without moving the property line. 

5. A Good Conscience Can Be Put Away and Faith Shipwrecked 

Paul charged Timothy to war a good warfare by “holding faith, and a good conscience.” 
Faith and conscience travel together in Christian service. A good conscience does not 
mean sinless perfection or confidence in personal righteousness. It means the believer is 
walking honestly before God, judging known sin, maintaining integrity, and refusing to live 
in contradiction to the truth he professes. When conscience warns and the believer 
repeatedly silences it, damage follows. First Timothy 4:2 describes some as having their 
“conscience seared with a hot iron.” A seared conscience is not a strong conscience. It is 
damaged tissue that no longer registers the fire. 

First Timothy 1:19 says some, “having put away” a good conscience, “concerning faith have 
made shipwreck.” The language suggests deliberate rejection. The conscience was not 
accidentally misplaced; it was put away. A shipwreck rarely begins when the vessel strikes 
the reef. It begins when warnings are ignored, instruments are distrusted, shortcuts are 
chosen, and the captain assumes the sea will make an exception for him. A Christian 
knows a practice is wrong, resists conviction, repeats the act, invents an excuse, changes 
his doctrine to protect the behavior, and eventually teaches others that the reef is actually 



a harbor. Sin first violates conscience; prolonged rebellion then hires theology to defend 
the violation. 

A shipwrecked faith does not mean that Christ has been shipwrecked. The believer may 
wreck his testimony, ministry, marriage, children’s confidence, financial stewardship, 
doctrinal discernment, physical health, and future reward. The damage can be severe and 
sometimes permanent in its earthly consequences. David was forgiven, but the sword did 
not depart from his house. Moses remained God’s servant, but he lost entrance into 
Canaan. Samson’s hair grew again and God used him at the end, but his eyes did not grow 
back. Grace can restore fellowship and usefulness, but it does not promise to rebuild every 
bridge burned during rebellion. Forgiveness removes condemnation; it does not always 
remove the crater. 

6. Eternal Security Does Not Cancel Chastening, Loss, or Shame 

Hebrews 12 says God chastens His sons. “For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and 
scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.” Chastening is not proof that sonship was 
canceled; it is evidence that sonship remains. An earthly judge punishes a criminal, but a 
father disciplines a child because the relationship already exists. God does not allow His 
children to sin with impunity. He may use conviction, exposure, loss, weakness, broken 
plans, severe circumstances, or even physical death as discipline. First Corinthians 11 
records believers who were weak, sickly, and asleep because they treated the Lord’s 
supper carnally. Paul explains, “when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we 
should not be condemned with the world.” Chastening and worldly condemnation are 
explicitly distinguished. 

First Corinthians 5 concerns a man living in gross immorality. Paul commands the 
assembly to deliver him “unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be 
saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.” The flesh may suffer destruction while the spirit 
remains destined for salvation. That is severe grace, not permissive grace. God values the 
believer’s holiness enough to judge what threatens it and values the believer’s salvation 
enough to preserve what Christ purchased. The doctrine of eternal security does not place 
a velvet rope around sin. It removes Hell as the disciplinary instrument and leaves God with 
a large woodshed. 

The Judgment Seat of Christ adds future seriousness. First Corinthians 3 says every 
believer’s work will be tried by fire. Some will receive reward, and others will suffer loss, 
though “he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.” Second John 8 warns believers not to 
lose the things they have wrought. First John 2:28 speaks of the possibility of being 
“ashamed before him at his coming.” Salvation can be secure while reward is lost, 



confidence is absent, and shame is real. The Christian who thinks eternal security makes 
conduct unimportant has confused a guaranteed destination with an honorable arrival. A 
man may reach the shore alive while watching his cargo sink behind him. 

7. The Faithful Saviour Restores the Fallen Servant 

Second Timothy 2:13 states, “If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny 
himself.” The verse does not praise unbelief or promise useful service to a faithless 
Christian. It anchors the believer’s security in Christ’s character. The saved man is joined to 
Christ, placed into His body, sealed by His Spirit, and made accepted in the Beloved. Christ 
cannot deny Himself. The believer’s instability does not produce instability in the Head. 
Human faithfulness may rise and fall, but Christ’s faithfulness remains fixed. Salvation 
would be worthless if its preservation depended upon the weakest part of the arrangement. 

Restoration begins by returning to truth. The struggling believer should not sit endlessly 
staring at his bruises or attempt to manufacture stronger feelings. Faith comes by the word 
of God. He must return to the gospel, his standing in Christ, the promises of God, 
confession of sin, prayer, sound fellowship, and practical obedience. Elijah’s exhaustion 
was addressed with food, rest, divine instruction, and renewed commission. Peter was 
restored through Christ’s presence and direct command. John Mark, once considered 
unprofitable by Paul, later became “profitable to me for the ministry.” God restores in truth 
and then places responsibility back into the believer’s hands. Recovery is not merely 
feeling better about the wreck; it is learning to navigate again by the chart. 

Restored believers can strengthen others because they know both the danger of self-
confidence and the faithfulness of Christ. Jesus told Peter, “when thou art converted, 
strengthen thy brethren.” The man sifted by Satan would later warn believers, “Be sober, be 
vigilant.” His failure did not qualify him to teach carelessness; it qualified him to speak 
humbly and sharply about vigilance. A scar should become a warning sign, not a souvenir 
polished with pride. The restored servant says, “Do not strike the reef I struck, but if you 
have struck it, do not conclude that the Saviour abandoned the shore.” 

Conclusion 

Weak faith, wavering faith, overthrown faith, and shipwrecked faith are serious conditions, 
but they are not identical to the loss of eternal salvation. The weak brother needs 
strengthening. The wavering believer needs his attention returned to Christ. The doctrinally 
overthrown need correction from the Scriptures. The shipwrecked servant needs 
repentance, discipline, and restoration. False teachers who knowingly spread cankering 
error require exposure and rejection. Scripture does not treat every condition alike, and 



neither should the Church. One prescription for every patient is not discernment. It is 
negligence wearing a white coat. 

Eternal security does not excuse the wreck. Sin can cost years, opportunities, 
relationships, health, peace, testimony, ministry, reward, and an unashamed appearance 
before Christ. Some earthly damage cannot be repaired before the resurrection. Yet none 
of those consequences makes the death of Christ incomplete or eternal life temporary. The 
believer’s salvation rests upon Christ’s finished work; his service remains subject to 
discipline and judgment. Keep the distinctions clear enough to preserve both assurance 
and accountability. Grace that cannot keep the believer is weak grace. Grace that teaches 
the believer to despise holiness is counterfeit grace. 

If your faith has been bruised, return to the Book. If it has wavered, look again to Christ. If 
false doctrine overthrew your confidence, rebuild upon Pauline truth and the sure 
foundation of God. If your conscience has been violated, confess the sin, accept 
correction, and stop sailing toward the reef. If you have made shipwreck, do not pretend 
the wreck is harmless, but do not imagine the Saviour drowned with the vessel. Christ 
remains faithful. The waves may scatter the cargo, the mast may be broken, and the sailor 
may reach shore clinging to a board—but the shore still belongs to God. 

 

 

10 of 10 – Faith That Saves and Faith That Serves: Saved in a Moment, Proven Faithful 
Over a Lifetime 

Key Passages: 1 Corinthians 4:1–2 and 2 Timothy 4:7–8 

“Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of 
God. 
Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.” 

“I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his 
appearing.” 

Introduction 

A sinner is saved in a moment, but a servant is proven over a lifetime. The Philippian jailer 
asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” and Paul did not hand him a forty-year 
probationary contract. He answered, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 



saved.” The sinner hears the gospel, believes on Christ, and immediately receives eternal 
life. He is justified, reconciled, regenerated, sealed by the Holy Spirit, placed into the body 
of Christ, accepted in the Beloved, and made complete in Him. God does not keep him 
standing in the doorway while Heaven studies his future conduct to determine whether the 
blood should take effect. Salvation is not the reward at the end of a successful Christian 
life. It is the gift that begins it. Eternal life is received at conversion because Christ finished 
the work at Calvary. 

Faithful service operates on the saved side of that finished work. It does not improve the 
believer’s justification, strengthen his sonship, keep the Holy Spirit’s seal from breaking, or 
help Christ maintain eternal life. It concerns stewardship, fellowship, testimony, 
usefulness, sacrifice, obedience, and future reward. The servant’s labor may be faithful or 
careless, scriptural or carnal, enduring or temporary. His salvation rests upon Christ’s 
faithfulness; his stewardship will be judged according to his own. Confusing those truths 
turns grace into wages and service into bondage. Separating them entirely turns eternal 
security into an excuse for spiritual laziness. The Bible preserves both without apology: 
salvation is free, and service will be judged. 

First Corinthians 4:2 says, “Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found 
faithful.” God does not merely call His people to begin with enthusiasm, talk loudly about a 
burden, purchase equipment, announce a vision, and disappear when novelty wears off. 
He looks for faithfulness. A flash of excitement can fill a platform, but only faithfulness 
remains when the crowd goes home. A man may begin a race surrounded by applause; he 
finishes it one weary step at a time. The great question at the Judgment Seat of Christ will 
not be whether Christ kept His promise. He will. The question will be whether the saved 
servant was faithful with what Christ placed in his hands. 

1. Salvation Is Received Immediately, Not Awarded Eventually 

The gospel by which sinners are saved is stated in 1 Corinthians 15:3–4: “Christ died for our 
sins according to the scriptures,” “he was buried,” and “he rose again the third day 
according to the scriptures.” Salvation depends upon that finished work, not upon the 
sinner’s future record. Romans 4:5 says, “to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that 
justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.” God justifies the ungodly 
believer at the point of faith. He does not wait until the man has completed decades of 
service to decide whether he became godly enough to qualify. The righteousness is 
imputed, not accumulated. 

Ephesians 1:13 establishes the order: the sinner hears “the word of truth, the gospel of 
your salvation,” believes, and is “sealed with that holy Spirit of promise.” The seal follows 



believing, not a lifetime of endurance. John 5:24 says the believer “hath everlasting life,” 
“shall not come into condemnation,” and “is passed from death unto life.” Those words 
describe a present possession, a settled deliverance, and an accomplished passage. If 
eternal life becomes available only after the believer has proven faithful until death, then 
he does not presently have it. He has a religious installment plan with a final balloon 
payment at the grave. 

This immediate salvation gives service its proper motive. The Christian works because he 
has life, not to persuade God to grant it later. Romans 12:1 appeals to believers “by the 
mercies of God” to present their bodies as living sacrifices. Mercy comes first; presentation 
follows. Grace saves the sinner and then teaches him to live soberly, righteously, and godly. 
The worker trying to earn salvation serves under fear of dismissal. The son who already 
possesses salvation serves from gratitude, love, duty, and expectation of reward. Fear may 
drive a slave for a season, but only grace can teach a son to place his whole life upon the 
altar without attempting to send God an invoice. 

2. A Steward Owns Nothing and Answers for Everything Entrusted 

Paul calls ministers of Christ “stewards of the mysteries of God.” A steward manages 
property belonging to another. He does not own the house, treasury, field, or goods placed 
beneath his care. The Christian likewise owns nothing absolutely. His body was purchased 
by Christ’s blood. His time is borrowed. His abilities were given. His opportunities arrived 
through providence. His knowledge came through God’s word. His possessions will remain 
on earth when his soul departs. First Corinthians 6:19–20 says, “ye are not your own,” 
because “ye are bought with a price.” The believer who calls Jesus Lord while treating every 
hour, dollar, talent, and decision as private property has confused ownership with 
temporary custody. 

Stewardship includes truth. Paul told Timothy in 2 Timothy 1:13–14, “Hold fast the form of 
sound words,” and “That good thing which was committed unto thee keep by the Holy 
Ghost which dwelleth in us.” The gospel, Pauline doctrine, dispensational truth, the 
authority of Scripture, and the whole counsel of God are not toys to be reshaped for the 
market. They are deposits entrusted to servants. A steward has no authority to edit his 
Master’s instructions because the audience prefers softer language. A preacher who 
changes doctrine to retain a crowd resembles a bank manager changing account balances 
to improve customer satisfaction. He may become popular, but the Owner will eventually 
inspect the books. 

Stewardship also reaches ordinary Christian life. A mother raising children in Scripture, a 
father laboring honestly, a believer quietly supporting missions, an elderly saint praying for 



others, a teacher handling the Bible carefully, and a worker maintaining integrity when 
dishonesty would pay more are all managing what God supplied. First Corinthians 4:2 does 
not say it is required in public celebrities that they become impressive. It says stewards 
must be faithful. Heaven’s ledger records acts that never reach a platform. God does not 
need a spotlight to see obedience. The smallest assignment becomes large when the Lord 
is the One who gave it. 

3. Faithfulness Must Survive Obscurity and Small Results 

Modern religion measures success with numbers, visibility, buildings, revenue, followers, 
applause, and influence. Those things can reflect legitimate blessing, but they cannot 
judge faithfulness by themselves. Noah preached while the world ignored him. Jeremiah 
warned Judah while the nation continued toward judgment. Isaiah was told to preach to 
people who would hear without understanding. Paul sometimes saw churches established 
and sometimes watched a mob pick up stones. Visible results differed; the obligation 
remained obedience. First Corinthians 3:6 says, “I have planted, Apollos watered; but God 
gave the increase.” The servant controls planting and watering. God controls increase. 

A ministry with small visible results is not necessarily a failed ministry, and a large visible 
response is not necessarily divine approval. Aaron gathered a crowd and produced a 
golden calf. The prophets of Baal filled Carmel with noise. False teachers draw multitudes 
because itching ears travel in herds. Second Timothy 4:3 warns that people will “heap to 
themselves teachers, having itching ears.” A full building can contain empty doctrine, while 
a nearly empty room may contain a faithful witness. God told Ezekiel to speak whether the 
people would hear or forbear. Faithfulness is not determined by whether rebellion 
applauds the warning. 

Obscurity tests motives. A man may serve vigorously while people praise him and quietly 
lose his burden when nobody notices. Colossians 3:23–24 commands, “whatsoever ye do, 
do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men,” knowing that “of the Lord ye shall receive 
the reward of the inheritance.” The Christian’s real audience is Christ. Human recognition 
may encourage, but it cannot become the fuel. If applause powers the engine, silence will 
stop it. Faithfulness continues after the compliments disappear because the Master has 
not moved from His seat. 

4. Faithfulness Endures Opposition, Delay, and Weariness 

Paul’s ministry was not a comfortable procession from one successful conference to 
another. Second Corinthians 11 records imprisonments, beatings, stoning, shipwreck, 
hunger, thirst, cold, nakedness, danger, and the daily care of the churches. Opposition did 
not prove he had missed God’s will. In many cases it proved he had struck the enemy’s 



territory. Acts 14:22 says, “we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of 
God.” The present Church is not appointed to the future time of Jacob’s trouble, but 
believers are still promised conflict in a world hostile to Christ. A road does not become 
wrong merely because it runs uphill. 

Delay also tests faithfulness. Abraham waited for Isaac. Joseph waited through slavery and 
prison. David was anointed before he occupied the throne. Paul spent years preparing and 
laboring before writing his final testimony. God works according to His timetable, while the 
flesh wants same-day delivery. Galatians 6:9 says, “let us not be weary in well doing: for in 
due season we shall reap, if we faint not.” “Due season” belongs to God. The servant may 
plant for years without seeing the harvest, pray without receiving an immediate answer, and 
teach truth whose fruit appears after he is gone. Faithfulness keeps sowing because God 
never promised the seed would sprout on the servant’s schedule. 

Weariness is not always rebellion. Elijah became exhausted, Paul spoke of being pressed 
out of measure, and Epaphroditus was sick nigh unto death for the work of Christ. The 
believer has a mortal body with real limits. Rest, food, prudent schedules, help from 
others, and seasons of recovery are not evidence of weak dedication. Yet weariness 
becomes dangerous when it begins negotiating with compromise. The tired servant may be 
tempted to soften doctrine, abandon prayer, neglect Scripture, resent the people he 
serves, or seek an easier road God never assigned. Rest can repair the soldier; retreat 
surrenders the ground. The difficulty lies in knowing whether the body needs sleep or the 
flesh wants permission to quit. 

5. Faithfulness Keeps the Faith When Error Becomes Popular 

Paul’s final testimony included three statements: “I have fought a good fight, I have finished 
my course, I have kept the faith.” Finishing involved more than remaining alive until old age. 
Paul preserved the body of truth committed to him. He did not modernize the gospel to 
satisfy Rome, mix grace with law to satisfy Judaizers, deny resurrection to satisfy 
philosophers, or soften judgment to satisfy carnal church members. He kept the faith when 
keeping it cost comfort, reputation, freedom, and eventually life. A doctrine surrendered for 
safety was never truly being kept. 

Second Timothy 4:3–4 warns that “the time will come when they will not endure sound 
doctrine.” The problem is not that sound doctrine becomes unavailable. People refuse to 
endure it. They accumulate teachers according to their lusts, turn their ears from the truth, 
and turn to fables. In that climate, faithfulness may look stubborn, narrow, outdated, and 
unmarketable. The servant is pressured to replace preaching with therapy, doctrine with 
dialogue, conviction with branding, and the gospel with a religious motivational speech. 



The crowd wants a mirror telling it how wonderful it is; God sent the preacher with a Book 
showing it why Christ had to die. 

Paul charged Timothy, “Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season.” Truth has an 
“out of season.” There are periods when a doctrine receives ready attention and periods 
when preaching it feels like distributing winter coats in July. The preacher’s commission 
does not change with the spiritual climate. He must reprove, rebuke, exhort, and do so with 
longsuffering and doctrine. Faithfulness does not mean becoming needlessly rude, 
careless, or proud. It means refusing to trade truth for acceptance. The servant may adjust 
his volume, illustration, and method of explanation, but he cannot alter the message to 
prevent the hearer from being offended by God. 

6. The Judgment Seat Will Separate Salvation From Reward 

Second Corinthians 5:10 says, “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ.” 
This judgment concerns believers and evaluates “the things done in his body, according to 
that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.” It does not determine whether Christ’s blood 
was sufficient. That matter was settled when the sinner believed. It examines the believer’s 
conduct, motives, doctrine, labor, opportunities, and stewardship. Salvation concerns the 
foundation; reward concerns what the Christian built upon it. The Judge is the same 
Saviour who purchased the believer, but His grace does not make His judgment careless. 

First Corinthians 3:11 says, “For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ.” Upon that foundation a believer may build “gold, silver, precious stones” or 
“wood, hay, stubble.” Fire will try “every man’s work of what sort it is.” Much religious labor 
may disappear because the material was carnal, the motive was pride, the doctrine was 
false, or the activity had no connection to God’s command. Heaven does not weigh service 
merely by quantity. God examines “what sort it is.” A mountain of hay does not become 
gold because it filled a large building. 

If the work abides, the servant receives a reward. If it burns, “he shall suffer loss: but he 
himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.” The verse preserves salvation and loss in the same 
sentence. Crowns and commendation are not different levels of eternal life. They concern 
faithful labor after eternal life was received. Paul anticipated “a crown of righteousness” 
from “the Lord, the righteous judge.” First Corinthians 9 speaks of an incorruptible crown 
connected with disciplined service. First Thessalonians 2 identifies converted saints as 
Paul’s “crown of rejoicing.” The believer does not earn Heaven, but he can arrive there with 
something to lay before Christ—or with empty hands smelling of smoke. 

7. The Christian Must Finish the Course He Was Given 



Paul said, “I have finished my course.” He did not say he finished Peter’s course, John’s 
course, or the course religious crowds thought would look most impressive. God assigns 
different fields, burdens, measures, gifts, and opportunities. Comparison can tempt one 
servant either toward pride or discouragement. Peter asked Christ about John’s future, and 
the Lord answered, “what is that to thee? follow thou me.” The believer is responsible for 
the course God marked before him. Another man’s larger platform does not reduce the 
value of faithfulness in a smaller assignment, and another man’s failure does not excuse 
abandoning yours. 

Finishing requires refusing easier roads. Demas forsook Paul, “having loved this present 
world.” Alexander the coppersmith did Paul much evil. At Paul’s first answer, “no man stood 
with me, but all men forsook me.” Yet Paul adds, “Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, 
and strengthened me.” Human support disappeared, but divine presence remained. The 
final portion of a course may become the loneliest because others turn aside before the 
last mile. Faithfulness does not require believing that people will never disappoint. It 
requires knowing that Christ will stand where disappointed servants thought people would 
be. 

The goal is not merely to survive but to hand the truth forward. Paul told Timothy, “the 
things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful 
men, who shall be able to teach others also.” Four generations appear in that verse: Paul, 
Timothy, faithful men, and others. A faithful servant receives truth, keeps it, lives it, and 
entrusts it intact to the next generation. He does not leave behind merely memories, 
buildings, photographs, or a personal brand. He leaves sound words in faithful hands. A 
ministry dies twice when the servant departs and the doctrine departs with him. 

Conclusion 

Faith that saves and faith that serves belong in their proper places. Saving faith receives 
Jesus Christ and His completed work. It brings immediate justification, eternal life, spiritual 
birth, and an unchangeable standing in the Son. Serving faith begins afterward and 
manifests itself through obedience, endurance, stewardship, sacrifice, doctrinal 
steadfastness, prayer, and labor. The first determines the believer’s eternal destination 
because its object is Christ. The second affects usefulness, fellowship, testimony, reward, 
and the manner in which the servant appears before Christ. Confuse them, and grace 
becomes wages. Separate service from consequence, and grace becomes an excuse for 
waste. 

Do not work to remain saved. Work because you are saved. Do not serve like a frightened 
tenant expecting eviction. Serve like a blood-bought son who knows the house belongs to 



his Father. Let assurance strengthen obedience instead of replacing it. Christ’s faithfulness 
guarantees that the believer will reach Heaven; it does not guarantee that every believer 
will reach the Judgment Seat with equal fruit. One may bring gold tried by fire, while another 
watches years of religious activity become ashes. Eternal security settles where the road 
ends. Faithfulness determines what you carry when you arrive. 

The Christian life may pass through obscurity, opposition, delay, weariness, unanswered 
questions, and seasons when easier roads multiply in every direction. Keep the faith. Hold 
fast the sound words. Guard what Christ entrusted. Serve when noticed and when 
forgotten. Sow when the field appears barren. Pray when the answer delays. Stand when 
companions leave. Finish the course God gave you rather than envying the course assigned 
to someone else. At the end, the highest commendation will not concern fame, crowds, 
titles, or possessions. It will be the approval of the Master: “Well done, thou good and 
faithful servant.” Saved in a moment; proven faithful over a lifetime; rewarded by the Lord 
who never missed a single unseen mile. 

 

 

Faith That Saves and Faith That Serves 

Believing God in Its Proper Place 

Series Conclusion: The Empty Hand, the Finished Cross, and the Faithful Life 

Faith must be returned to the place God assigned it. It must be taken out of the hands of 
religious salesmen, rescued from the fog of sentimental Christianity, separated from 
superstition and presumption, and anchored again to the written words of God. Biblical 
faith is not a mystical current running through positive thoughts. It is not the believer 
developing enough mental force to alter circumstances, guarantee healing, acquire wealth, 
move God against His will, or manufacture a future God never promised. Faith begins with 
God speaking and man believing. Romans 10:17 remains the order: “So then faith cometh 
by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” When God has not spoken, confidence may 
still exist, emotion may still rise, crowds may still shout, and money may still change 
hands—but none of it deserves the name faith. 

The central truth of this series is that the faith which receives salvation and the faithfulness 
which should govern Christian service must be distinguished. A sinner is justified the 
moment he believes on the Lord Jesus Christ. He does not begin a probationary journey 
toward possible acceptance. He receives a completed salvation because Christ 
accomplished a completed work. The gospel declares that Christ died for our sins, was 



buried, and rose again the third day. Calvary is not God’s first installment. The resurrection 
is not an invitation for man to finish the transaction. When the Lord Jesus said, “It is 
finished,” He did not mean, “My portion is finished; bring your portion to church next 
Sunday.” 

Saving faith is the empty hand receiving the free gift of God. It contributes nothing because 
Christ lacked nothing. It supplies no righteousness because God provides righteousness 
through His Son. It pays no price because redemption is “through his blood.” Romans 4:5 
deliberately excludes the worker: “But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that 
justifieth the ungodly.” God justifies the ungodly believer, not the man who has finally made 
himself godly enough to deserve divine attention. The sinner comes as a bankrupt criminal 
and leaves clothed in the righteousness of Christ. Religion objects because it would rather 
sell the uniform, rent the courtroom, and charge a filing fee. 

The expression “the faith of Jesus Christ” secures the believer’s assurance where it 
belongs—in the perfect faithfulness of the Saviour. The sinner personally believes in Christ, 
but his act of believing does not become a new form of human merit. Galatians 2:16 says, 
“even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ.” The 
believer’s faith may begin with trembling hands, imperfect understanding, and no dramatic 
display of emotion. Christ’s faithfulness remains spotless. The traveler may shake while 
crossing the bridge, but the bridge does not draw its strength from the traveler’s knees. 
Salvation stands because the Son of God remained obedient unto death, satisfied divine 
righteousness, rose victoriously, and lives to make intercession. 

This is why assurance cannot be built upon the believer’s changing feelings. Feelings may 
accompany faith, but they cannot serve as its final authority. They rise, fall, contradict each 
other, magnify shadows, and occasionally hold a funeral for something God says is still 
alive. First John 5:11 gives the record: “God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his 
Son.” Eternal life is located in Christ, not in the emotional bloodstream. The believer does 
not know he is saved because he feels eternal. He knows because God gave a written 
record concerning His Son. Faith does not ask feelings to certify the Bible. It asks the Bible 
to judge the feelings. 

Grace and works can never become joint causes of justification. Romans 11:6 says that if 
salvation is by grace, “then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace.” Add 
one work as a condition of receiving or maintaining justification, and grace has changed its 
nature. Baptism, sacraments, church membership, law-keeping, charitable deeds, moral 
reform, endurance, surrender, and visible fruit all have places that must be examined 
scripturally, but none of them can stand beside Christ’s blood as payment. A single human 



receipt stapled to God’s gift turns the gift into merchandise. Christ does not operate a 
salvation business with religious institutions serving as authorized dealerships. 

Good works nevertheless matter greatly after salvation. Ephesians 2:10 says believers are 
“created in Christ Jesus unto good works.” Titus 3:8 commands those who have believed to 
“be careful to maintain good works.” Grace does not save men so they can make peace 
with carnality. It saves them from condemnation, makes them sons, indwells them by the 
Spirit, and calls them to service. Good works are fruit, not root; sacrifice, not purchase 
price; gratitude, not ransom. The saved man should labor harder because salvation is 
secure, not less because Hell is no longer threatening him. A son who knows the Father 
loves him has a better reason to obey than a frightened tenant expecting eviction. 

Paul and James therefore stand together when they are allowed to speak to their actual 
audiences and questions. Paul explains how an ungodly sinner is justified before God and 
points to Abraham in Genesis 15, where faith was counted for righteousness. James 
examines visible, profitable faith and points to Genesis 22, where Abraham’s obedience 
fulfilled and matured what had already been recorded years earlier. Paul guards the root 
from human merit. James demands fruit from professed faith. Paul closes the door against 
boasting; James closes the door against uselessness. The contradiction appears only after 
somebody removes the addresses from the envelopes and throws both letters into the 
same doctrinal mailbox. 

Daily faith begins after salvation and governs the believer’s walk. “For we walk by faith, not 
by sight.” That does not mean a Christian ignores facts, refuses counsel, denies pain, 
rejects medicine, or treats wisdom as unbelief. Faith is not spiritual blindness. It sees the 
giant, the sea, the prison, the dead womb, the burning city, and the breaking ship. It simply 
refuses to calculate as though God were absent. Sight counts Pharaoh’s chariots; faith 
remembers who opened the sea. Sight measures Goliath; faith remembers whom Goliath 
defied. Sight watches the ship break apart; faith remembers that God promised Paul the 
shore. Circumstances may be accurate witnesses concerning the present, but they are 
incompetent judges of the final outcome. 

The walk of faith does not come with a complete map. God often provides enough light for 
the next step while leaving the next ten miles concealed. Psalm 119:105 calls His word “a 
lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” A lamp gives real light without turning 
midnight into noon from one horizon to the other. The flesh wants a floodlight, timetable, 
guarantee, visible provision, and written explanation of every delay before agreeing to obey. 
Faith knows the Guide and therefore takes the step. God does not owe the servant a map 
after giving him His presence and His word. 



Presumption must never be confused with this faith. Israel refused to enter Canaan when 
God commanded them, then boldly marched toward it after God told them not to go. 
Numbers 14 says “they presumed to go up.” Their confidence was real, their destination 
had once been commanded, and their confession sounded religious, but God was not 
among them. Presumption often looks bolder than faith because it is human self-will 
wearing God’s name tag. Faith obeys the word currently governing the situation. 
Presumption grabs yesterday’s promise, ignores today’s command, and charges uphill 
without the ark. 

Neither do human words possess God’s creative omnipotence. God can call things that be 
not as though they were because God can quicken the dead. The believer cannot create 
wealth, healing, promotion, or protection by speaking as though he inherited divine 
attributes at conversion. His tongue can praise, witness, pray, confess, bless, lie, slander, 
encourage, and destroy relationships, but it cannot manufacture reality through a spiritual 
law. Calling sickness health does not heal the body; it merely adds dishonesty to the 
medical condition. Faith does not lie about the diagnosis. It tells the truth about the 
diagnosis and then tells the truth about God. 

Prayer likewise remains fellowship, not manipulation. The believer is invited to come boldly 
to the throne of grace through the blood of Jesus Christ. He may ask specifically, 
persistently, and expectantly. But First John 5:14 keeps the request “according to his will.” 
That qualification does not weaken prayer; it keeps prayer from becoming rebellion. Christ 
prayed, “nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.” Paul asked three times for the thorn to 
depart and received sufficient grace instead of removal. Perfect faith may ask for one 
outcome while trusting God through another. Presumption remains confident only while 
Heaven cooperates. Faith remains at the Father’s feet after hearing no. 

An unanswered prayer does not prove that the believer is unsaved, abandoned, defective, 
or spiritually inferior. God may delay, redirect, deny, correct, protect, prepare, or answer 
beyond what the petitioner knows to request. Daniel’s answer was heard from the first day 
but delayed in arrival. Lazarus died while Christ deliberately remained away, yet the delay 
prepared the scene for resurrection. Paul’s thorn remained because Christ intended His 
strength to rest upon weakness. Heaven’s silence is not always emptiness. Sometimes 
God is building an answer behind the wall where sight cannot watch the construction. 

The shield of faith protects the believer during these seasons. Satan’s fiery darts include 
accusation, fear, doubt, temptation, distorted memories, false doctrine, bitterness, 
discouragement, and the insinuation that God’s delay reveals indifference. The shield 
answers each lie with what God has written. The accuser says condemnation has returned; 
Romans 8 says there is no condemnation in Christ. The enemy says the believer has been 



abandoned; Hebrews 13 says, “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” The dart says the 
past remains charged to the believer’s account; Romans 4 speaks of the blessed man to 
whom the Lord will not impute sin. Faith does not extinguish lies with emotional heat. It 
quenches them with revealed truth. 

Yet a genuine shield hanging on the wall will not stop an incoming arrow. Scripture must be 
known, believed, remembered, and applied. The believer must put on the whole armour of 
God, bring thoughts into captivity, judge doctrine, confess sin, resist the devil, pray, and 
stand. Eternal security does not mean the enemy can inflict no damage. Satan cannot take 
the believer to Hell, but he can make him live fearfully, think falsely, serve poorly, and arrive 
at the Judgment Seat with needless wounds. The devil cannot cancel sonship, but he is 
perfectly willing to sabotage the son’s influence. 

Weak faith, wavering faith, overthrown faith, and shipwrecked faith must be treated 
according to their biblical distinctions. Romans 14 commands stronger believers to receive 
the weak. Peter walked on water, doubted, and began to sink; Christ caught him. Peter later 
denied the Lord, but Christ restored him and placed sheep back beneath his care. 
Hymenaeus and Philetus spread false doctrine that overthrew the faith of some, yet Paul 
immediately said, “Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure.” Human confidence 
may collapse without God’s foundation shifting one inch. 

Shipwreck remains serious. A Christian can wreck his testimony, conscience, doctrine, 
family influence, ministry, health, opportunities, and reward. Grace does not make reefs 
imaginary or turn broken timber into a successful voyage. David was forgiven, but the sword 
remained in his house. Moses remained God’s servant, but he lost the privilege of entering 
Canaan. Samson was used again, but his eyes did not grow back. God can restore 
fellowship, renew usefulness, and produce future fruit, but He does not promise to undo 
every earthly consequence. Salvation may be secure while a lifetime’s cargo sinks. 

This truth does not weaken grace; it clarifies accountability. Hebrews 12 says God chastens 
His sons. First Corinthians 11 records believers who became weak, sickly, and even died 
under divine judgment. Yet Paul says they were chastened “that we should not be 
condemned with the world.” Chastening belongs to the family; condemnation belongs to 
the lost world. The Father’s rod proves relationship rather than canceling it. A son can be 
taken to the woodshed without being taken to the adoption agency. 

At the Judgment Seat of Christ, salvation and service will be distinguished finally and 
openly. Jesus Christ is the foundation. Upon that foundation believers build with materials 
ranging from gold to stubble. The fire will try “every man’s work of what sort it is.” Some will 
receive reward; others will suffer loss, “but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.” God 



will not judge publicity, branding, crowd size, denominational status, or religious 
reputation. He will judge the sort of work—the doctrine, motive, obedience, sacrifice, 
stewardship, and faithfulness behind it. A large pile of hay remains hay even when a 
successful ministry printed its logo on every bundle. 

The Christian is therefore called to finish, not merely begin. Beginning can be driven by 
excitement, recognition, novelty, or the desire to feel important. Finishing requires 
obedience after those fuels evaporate. Paul reached the end saying, “I have fought a good 
fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith.” He finished amid imprisonment, 
abandonment, opposition, and approaching execution. Demas loved the present world and 
left. Others deserted Paul at his first answer. “Notwithstanding,” he said, “the Lord stood 
with me.” Faithfulness learns that the Lord’s presence remains enough after human 
applause packs its bags. 

God does not require every servant to become prominent. He requires that stewards be 
found faithful. Some plant; others water; God gives the increase. Some preach to crowds; 
others teach children at a table. Some write what thousands read; others pray where 
nobody hears. Some give large amounts; others give quietly from little. Some serve for 
decades without seeing the fruit that will appear after their departure. The world measures 
what attracts attention. God measures what obeyed His assignment. An unnoticed act can 
be eternal gold, while a religious empire may contain enough hay to feed every animal on 
Noah’s ark. 

The final verdict of this series is therefore plain. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ for 
salvation. Do not believe in baptism, sacraments, church membership, morality, law-
keeping, endurance, emotional experience, or the visible quality of your future works. 
Those things cannot bear the weight of your soul. Christ died for your sins, was buried, and 
rose again. Trust Him. Receive the gift. Rest in His righteousness, His blood, His 
resurrection, His intercession, and His promise. The hand receiving the gift is empty, but 
the Saviour placing eternal life within it is almighty. 

Once saved, rise and serve. Walk by faith. Read the Book. Rightly divide it. Take up the 
shield. Pray boldly and submit humbly. Reject presumption. Refuse religious manipulation. 
Judge your flesh. Confess your sins. Help the weak. Expose the wolves. Restore the fallen 
who will receive correction. Keep the doctrine entrusted to you. Labor when the field looks 
barren. Remain faithful when prayer appears delayed. Stand when companions leave. If 
you fall, return to Christ rather than building a house beside the wreck. 

Do not work to become a son. Work because you are one. Do not serve to purchase 
Heaven. Serve because Heaven has already become your home. Do not fear that a weak 



day can make Christ’s strong salvation collapse. But do not waste the days Christ 
purchased as though secure salvation made stewardship meaningless. The cross settles 
your standing; the Judgment Seat will examine your service. Grace removes boasting, not 
responsibility. Eternal security guarantees arrival, not cargo. 

The faith that saves says, “Christ is enough.” The faith that serves says, “Therefore my life 
belongs to Him.” The faith that walks says, “God’s word is truer than the road before my 
eyes.” The faith that prays says, “My Father hears, and His will is wiser than my request.” 
The faith that fights raises the shield. The faith that falls reaches again for the Saviour. The 
faith that finishes refuses to exchange eternal reward for the present world’s spare change. 

Saving faith places the believer in Christ forever. Serving faith places the believer’s 
remaining life upon the altar. Keep those truths together, keep them divided properly, and 
keep Christ at the center of both. The empty hand receives salvation. The surrendered hand 
takes up the shield, the sword, the plow, and the work entrusted to it. Then, when the 
course is finished and the fire has tested the labor, the faithful servant may hear the only 
commendation worth carrying out of this world: “Well done, thou good and faithful 
servant.” 

 

 



 


