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Can a Christian Lose His Salvation? — Ten Warning Passages Rightly Divided 

Key Passage: 1 John 5:11–13 — “And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal 
life, and this life is in his Son. He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the 
Son of God hath not life. These things have I written unto you that believe on the name 
of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life.” 

Introduction 

The question “Can a Christian lose his salvation?” has troubled believers for centuries, but 
most of the trouble did not come from anything unclear in the gospel. It came from men 
refusing to distinguish salvation from service, sonship from fellowship, eternal life from 
physical life, justification from discipleship, chastening from damnation, and the free gift of 
God from rewards earned through faithful labor. Once those distinctions are erased, every 
warning becomes a threat of hell, every fire becomes the lake of fire, every fall becomes the 
loss of regeneration, and every act of divine correction becomes God throwing one of His 
children out of the family. Religion builds its prison by removing the walls God placed 
between doctrines, then wonders why every frightened believer keeps stumbling into the 
wrong cell. 

The foundation must be settled before a single warning passage is examined. God says the 
believer has everlasting life. John 5:24 declares, “He that heareth my word, and believeth 
on him that sent me, hath everlasting life.” The believer “shall not come into 
condemnation” and “is passed from death unto life.” Those verbs are not promises that 
eternal life might be awarded after decades of successful Christian performance. They 
describe a present possession and a completed passage. First John 5:11 says God “hath 
given to us eternal life,” and that life is located “in his Son.” Eternal life does not reside in 
the believer’s emotional stability, moral consistency, denominational membership, 
memory of unconfessed sins, or ability to remain spiritually impressive. It is in Christ. If the 
believer’s life is hidden in Christ, the devil must get through the Son of God before he can 
reach the soul—and Satan has already discovered that the tomb cannot hold Him. 

Ephesians 1:13–14 says that after hearing “the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation,” 
and believing, the Christian is “sealed with that holy Spirit of promise.” That Spirit is “the 
earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession.” Ephesians 
4:30 says the sealing continues “unto the day of redemption.” God does not seal the 
believer until the next failure, the next season of doubt, or the next theological stumble. The 
seal lasts until the purchased possession is redeemed. First Corinthians 12:13 says the 
believer is baptized by one Spirit into one body. Ephesians 5:30 says, “For we are members 
of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.” Salvation is not God helping a sinner behave well 



enough to remain near Christ. It is God placing the believing sinner into Christ and 
accepting him in the beloved. 

That security does not mean every person who says “Lord, Lord” is saved. Eternal security 
belongs to those who possess eternal life, not to those who possess nothing more than 
religious vocabulary. A false professor cannot lose salvation because he never had it. 
Church membership is not regeneration. Baptism is not regeneration. Repeating a prayer 
without heart faith is not regeneration. Preaching, prophesying, performing miracles, 
casting out devils, holding an office, building a ministry, or becoming famous in Christian 
circles is not regeneration. A man may stand close enough to the pulpit to feel its vibrations 
while remaining as lost as Judas holding the money bag. Assurance rests upon Christ and 
His gospel, not upon religious motion mistaken for spiritual life. 

Neither does eternal security turn sin into harmless recreation. The God who saves His 
children also chastens them. Hebrews 12:6 says, “For whom the Lord loveth he 
chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.” A believer can lose fellowship, 
joy, testimony, influence, usefulness, health, reward, and even physical life. David did not 
lose salvation after his sin, but his household tasted the sword. Peter did not become 
unsaved after denying Christ, but he went out and wept bitterly. Corinthian believers did 
not fall out of Christ when they profaned the Lord’s supper, but some became weak, sickly, 
and died under divine judgment. First Corinthians 5 presents a man delivered to Satan “for 
the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.” Grace 
does not remove consequences. It distinguishes a Father’s correction from a Judge’s 
eternal condemnation. 

This series examines ten passages commonly used to overthrow the believer’s security. 
Each warning will be allowed to retain its inspired force. Right division is not a magician’s 
cloth thrown over difficult verses until they disappear. It is the obedience required by 2 
Timothy 2:15: “Study to shew thyself approved unto God…rightly dividing the word of truth.” 
A warning given to Israel during the Tribulation must not be reassigned to the body of Christ 
merely because both groups appear in the same Bible. An instruction concerning 
discipleship must not be changed into the plan of salvation. A passage concerning reward 
must not be preached as regeneration. God did not scatter identical instructions through 
every age and then command us to study. He placed differences in the Book because 
recognizing them is part of believing every word. 

The series begins by establishing the positive promises of eternal life. Before examining 
“endure unto the end,” “I never knew you,” Hebrews 6, Hebrews 10, fallen branches, 
castaways, or names in books, the believer must know what God has already 
accomplished. Christ’s sheep are held in the Son’s hand and the Father’s hand. They “shall 



never perish” (John 10:28). Nothing can separate them from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
They are justified by faith, reconciled through Christ’s death, sealed by the Spirit, made 
members of His body, and represented by a living High Priest who “ever liveth to make 
intercession for them” (Hebrews 7:25). The believer’s security is not a denominational 
slogan hung from one convenient verse. It is a chain of divine acts stretching from Calvary 
to the day of redemption. 

The second study places “he that shall endure unto the end” back into Matthew 24, where 
it stands among false Christs, wars, famines, persecution, the gospel of the kingdom, the 
abomination of desolation, Judaea, Sabbath-day restrictions, and the great Tribulation. The 
“end” is the conclusion of a defined prophetic period preceding the visible return of the 
Son of man. Paul did not answer the Philippian jailer with instructions about fleeing Judaea 
when the abomination appeared. He said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt 
be saved.” Turning Matthew 24 into the Church-age gospel requires dressing Paul in a 
Tribulation helmet and hoping no one notices the uniform came from a different army. 

The third and fourth studies confront two fears rooted in the earthly ministry of Christ. 
Matthew 7 does not describe saved people Christ once knew and later rejected. He says, “I 
never knew you.” Those religious workers bring prophecy, exorcisms, and wonderful works 
as their defense, but never mention His righteousness. They were never regenerated. 
Matthew 12 likewise does not describe a frightened believer committing an unpardonable 
sin through an intrusive thought. The Pharisees stood before Israel’s King, witnessed an 
authenticated messianic miracle performed through the Spirit of God, and knowingly 
attributed that work to Beelzebub. Their accusation formed part of Israel’s national 
rejection of the King. Paul was “a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious,” yet he 
obtained mercy. Calvary was not defeated by something Saul said before he met Christ. 

The fifth and sixth studies enter Hebrews, where religious systems have operated a fear 
factory for generations. Hebrews 6 warns people who were enlightened, tasted heavenly 
blessing, participated in the Holy Ghost’s supernatural operations, and witnessed “the 
powers of the world to come,” yet decisively fell away from God’s final provision. Hebrews 
10 warns against treading underfoot the Son of God, counting covenant blood unholy, and 
insulting the Spirit of grace. Neither passage teaches that a Christian committed one 
deliberate sin and exhausted Christ’s blood. The point is that no additional sacrifice exists 
for the man who rejects the only effective one. Moses has no animal left that can improve 
the Lamb of God, and heaven has no second Son waiting to be crucified for religious men 
who found the first sacrifice inconvenient. 

The seventh and eighth studies separate doctrinal apostasy and barren discipleship from 
the loss of salvation. “Fallen from grace” in Galatians 5 concerns leaving the operating 



principle of grace and returning to law, circumcision, bondage, and fleshly performance as 
the basis of justification. Ironically, those who use the verse to make salvation depend 
upon Christian behavior are committing the very error Paul condemns. John 15, 
meanwhile, concerns abiding, fruitfulness, fellowship, testimony, purging, withering, and 
usefulness. A branch cut away from productive service is not a Pauline member spiritually 
amputated from Christ’s body. Fire can expose worthless discipleship and consume 
wasted works without converting eternal life into temporary life. A Christian can reach 
heaven while everything he lived for arrives as smoke. 

The ninth study examines Paul’s fear of becoming “a castaway.” First Corinthians 9 
surrounds that word with a race, a prize, striving for mastery, discipline, temperance, an 
incorruptible crown, and the possibility of disapproval. Paul did not beat his body to help 
Christ keep him regenerated. He governed his appetites because a saved apostle could still 
wreck his usefulness, lose reward, injure churches, and finish upon the shelf. Eternal 
security protects sonship; it does not guarantee a pulpit, a crown, or a useful finish. 
Salvation is received through faith without works, but reward is connected with labor that 
survives the Judgment Seat’s fire. 

The final study turns to Revelation 3:5: “I will not blot out his name out of the book of life.” 
Christ states a promise, but religion converts it into the threat, “I may blot you out.” The 
study distinguishes the book of the living, the book of life, the Lamb’s book of life, physical 
judgment, prophetic deliverance, final judgment, and names written in heaven. It also 
allows John to define his own overcomer: “Who is he that overcometh the world, but he 
that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?” Christ does not keep a nervous angel beside 
the book, erasing and rewriting believers according to hourly performance. The believer’s 
name is not maintained by the steadiness of the believer’s hand but by the sufficiency of 
the hand pierced at Calvary. 

These essays do not weaken Scripture’s warnings. They make those warnings sharper by 
identifying their actual subjects. The false professor should tremble because religious 
works cannot replace regeneration. The rebellious believer should tremble because the 
Father chastens His children and Christ will examine their service. The careless servant 
should tremble because rewards can be lost, ministries destroyed, bodies judged, and 
entire Christian lives burned as worthless at the Judgment Seat. The apostate standing 
beneath great light should tremble because rejecting God’s final provision leaves no other 
sacrifice. But the believer resting upon Christ’s finished work should not tremble as though 
everlasting life were a rental agreement subject to repossession. 

The central issue is whether salvation rests upon Christ’s finished performance or the 
Christian’s unfinished performance. If salvation begins by grace but must be completed by 



human endurance, grace becomes an introductory discount on a debt the sinner must 
eventually pay. If Christ saves the soul but the believer must keep himself saved, then the 
believer becomes the final saviour. If eternal life can end, it was never eternal. If the Holy 
Spirit’s seal can be broken before the day of redemption, God’s earnest is worthless. If a 
member can be removed from Christ’s body and returned to Adam, then Christ’s body is 
less secure than a church membership roll maintained by a competent secretary. 

The answer of Scripture is firm: salvation is “not of works,” “not by works of righteousness 
which we have done,” and “not according to our works.” The believer is justified freely, 
redeemed through the blood, sealed by the Spirit, kept by the power of God, and saved to 
the uttermost by a living Intercessor. Christian conduct matters because the saved person 
belongs to Christ, not because Christ will abandon him if his performance becomes 
inconvenient. Grace is not permission to sin; grace is God’s declaration that sin cannot 
undo what His Son finished. Religion keeps the believer staring at his grip upon Christ. 
Scripture directs him to Christ’s grip upon the believer. 

The question, then, is not whether difficult warning passages exist. They do. The question is 
whether we will believe their exact words, respect their audiences, recognize their doctrinal 
settings, and refuse to force them into a system they were never written to support. Every 
road sign is true, but a warning about a washed-out bridge in Judaea should not be nailed 
beside a highway in Ephesians and used to frighten travelers heading toward heavenly 
places. The Bible is not confused. The confusion begins when men refuse to divide what 
God divided. 

“Can a Christian lose his salvation?” Not if salvation is what God says it is. Eternal life does 
not die. Everlasting life does not expire. A completed redemption does not become 
incomplete. A sealed possession does not become unsealed before the appointed day. A 
member of Christ’s body does not become a member of Adam because the flesh 
stumbled. A son may be chastened, a servant may be cast away, a disciple may become 
barren, works may burn, crowns may be lost, testimony may wither, and physical life may 
end beneath judgment—but Christ’s finished work remains finished. Salvation rests upon 
the Saviour. Once that order is settled, the warning passages stop contradicting eternal 
security and begin performing the exact work God gave them. 

 

 

1 of 10: Can a Christian Lose His Salvation? — Eternal Life Is Not a Temporary Permit 
God Revokes After a Bad Week 

Key Passage: John 10:27–30 



“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 
And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck 
them out of my hand. 
My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of 
my Father’s hand. 
I and my Father are one.” 

Introduction 

The doctrine of eternal security does not begin with a Baptist slogan, a theological system, 
or a nervous preacher trying to make sinners feel comfortable. It begins with the exact 
words of Jesus Christ: “I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish.” The Lord 
did not say He would loan His sheep life until their next serious stumble. He did not say 
they would probably never perish if their church attendance remained respectable, their 
doctrinal record remained spotless, and their spiritual temperature never dropped below 
denominational standards. He said, “I give,” not “I rent”; “eternal life,” not temporary 
probation; and “they shall never perish,” not “they shall perish whenever their performance 
falls beneath the fine print.” If eternal life can terminate, then Christ used the wrong 
adjective. If everlasting life can expire, then everlasting does not mean everlasting. If a 
sheep can be held by Christ, held by the Father, sealed by the Holy Ghost, placed into the 
body of Christ, justified by faith, made a new creature, and still end up in the lake of fire, 
then salvation is not the work of God—it is a religious obstacle course with Jesus waiting 
near the entrance to hand out instructions. 

The confusion begins when men pour every Bible warning into the same bucket and label 
the mixture “loss of salvation.” They read about discipleship and call it salvation. They read 
about fellowship and call it sonship. They read about chastening and call it condemnation. 
They read about fruitlessness and call it loss of eternal life. They read about a servant 
becoming a castaway and imagine a son being thrown out of the family. They read about 
works burning at the Judgment Seat and preach the believer burning with them. They read 
instructions to Israel during the Tribulation, drag them backward into the body of Christ, 
and use them to frighten Church-age believers who were sealed “unto the day of 
redemption.” That is not rightly dividing the word of truth. That is theological shoplifting: 
taking a warning addressed to somebody else, removing the address, and mailing it to the 
Church with a denominational threat written across the envelope. The cure is not ignoring 
hard passages. The cure is believing every passage where God placed it and refusing to 
make one verse deny twenty plain ones. 

This foundation must be laid before we examine Matthew 24, Matthew 7, Hebrews 6, 
Hebrews 10, Galatians 5, John 15, 1 Corinthians 9, and Revelation 3. We are not going to 



make the difficult passages disappear, but neither are we going to permit religious tradition 
to make the plain passages meaningless. Eternal security does not teach that sin is 
harmless, discipleship optional, fellowship automatic, fruitfulness guaranteed, or Christian 
service immune from judgment. God can chasten His child, expose his sin, break his 
health, ruin his testimony, remove him from ministry, turn his body over to destruction, 
shorten his earthly life, and burn a lifetime of worthless works at the Judgment Seat without 
reversing the new birth. Salvation settles the believer’s destination; obedience governs his 
fellowship, usefulness, testimony, joy, health, reward, and length of service. Grace does 
not abolish consequences. It simply refuses to pretend that a Christian’s failure is stronger 
than Christ’s finished work. 

I. Eternal Life Is a Present Possession, Not a Future Prize 

John 5:24 contains enough salvation doctrine to bankrupt every religious system built upon 
probation: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that 
sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from 
death unto life.” Notice the tense. Christ did not say the believer hopes to receive 
everlasting life after maintaining sufficient holiness until death. He said he “hath” it. That is 
present possession. The believer also “shall not come into condemnation.” That is future 
protection. He “is passed from death unto life.” That is a completed transition. The verse 
covers the past, present, and future without leaving a crack wide enough for religious 
probation to crawl through. He has passed from death, possesses life, and will not enter 
condemnation. Salvation is not an unfinished bridge extending from conversion to the 
grave, with the Christian required to lay planks beneath his own feet. Christ completed the 
bridge and carried the believer across. 

First John 5:11–13 says the same thing with language clear enough for a child and sharp 
enough to cut a theologian’s system in half: “And this is the record, that God hath given to 
us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.” Eternal life is located “in his Son.” The question, 
therefore, is not whether the believer is sufficiently strong, consistent, emotional, 
successful, disciplined, or religious. The question is whether he is in the Son. Verse 12 
continues, “He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not 
life.” There are two groups, not twelve stages of spiritual uncertainty. Some have the Son 
and therefore have life; others do not have the Son and therefore do not have life. John then 
explains why he wrote: “that ye may know that ye have eternal life.” God did not inspire that 
verse so saved people could spend forty years answering, “I hope so,” whenever someone 
asks if they are going to heaven. Biblical humility does not call God’s record uncertain. 
Faith agrees with what God wrote. 



Religion prefers salvation to remain unsettled because uncertainty is useful. A man who 
knows Christ saved him is difficult to control with sacramental threats, church 
membership pressure, denominational intimidation, and weekly demands to “get right 
enough” to remain accepted. But if eternal life depends upon maintaining an approved 
performance, then the religious institution can keep the believer checking its scoreboard. 
Miss enough services, fail to pay enough money, violate enough traditions, or question the 
wrong official, and the machine begins flashing spiritual eviction notices. The King James 
Bible removes that lever. Eternal life is not kept in a church office, priest’s cabinet, 
baptismal pool, membership roll, or preacher’s pocket. It is “in his Son.” The religious 
racketeer hates a salvation he cannot repossess, because a securely saved believer 
belongs to Christ instead of the system. 

II. The Believer Has Passed From Death Unto Life 

Salvation is not merely the forgiveness of a record; it is the impartation of life. Ephesians 
2:1 declares, “And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins.” The 
sinner was not spiritually sick, religiously underdeveloped, or morally inconvenienced. He 
was dead. A dead man does not need advice, improvement, ceremony, education, or 
rehabilitation. He needs life. When God saves a sinner, He quickens the dead spirit, 
regenerates him, makes him a new creature, and places him into Christ. Second 
Corinthians 5:17 says, “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature.” Salvation 
does not merely repaint Adam’s old wreck and attach a Christian bumper sticker. God 
creates something that did not exist before. The believer still carries the flesh, still battles 
the old nature, and still can commit shameful sins, but something eternal has been born 
within him by the operation of God. 

John 3 describes salvation as birth because birth produces a relationship that conduct 
cannot reverse. A disobedient son may grieve his father, disgrace the family, lose 
fellowship, forfeit inheritance privileges, invite discipline, and waste his opportunities, but 
he cannot alter the historical reality of his birth. No court, church, failure, or feeling can 
make him unborn. Peter writes that believers are “born again, not of corruptible seed, but 
of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever” in 1 Peter 1:23. 
Corruptible seed produces life that decays and dies. Incorruptible seed produces life 
corresponding to its source. The word that generated the new birth “liveth and abideth for 
ever.” Yet religion asks us to believe that God’s incorruptible seed produces a spiritual life 
that can rot after one unconfessed sin. That is not exposition; that is contradiction dressed 
in a necktie. 

Colossians 1:13 says the Father “hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath 
translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son.” Again, the action is completed. The 



believer has been delivered and translated. God did not merely issue him a visitor’s visa 
that expires when his sanctification stalls. Salvation changes kingdoms, masters, standing, 
identity, and destiny. The Christian’s daily state may fluctuate violently—victory on Monday, 
foolishness on Tuesday, repentance on Wednesday, and a bruised testimony by Thursday—
but his standing in Christ does not bounce with his emotions. The legalist looks at the 
believer’s changing condition and concludes his position must have changed with it. God 
looks at the believer in His Son and demands that the secure position begin governing the 
unstable walk. Standing is what God made the believer in Christ; state is what the believer 
presently looks like on earth. Confusing them either produces despair or excuses sin. Right 
division preserves assurance while demanding growth. 

III. The Sheep Are Held by the Father and the Son 

John 10 does not place the security of the sheep in the grip of the sheep. Christ says, “I give 
unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of 
my hand.” The sheep is in Christ’s hand. Then Christ adds, “My Father, which gave them 
me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand.” The 
sheep is enclosed by the Son’s hand and the Father’s hand. Two divine hands surround one 
weak sheep, and religion still imagines the sheep is the strongest party in the arrangement. 
It argues that no external enemy can pluck the believer out, but the believer can jump out 
himself. That explanation makes the sheep more powerful than “any man,” stronger than 
the Shepherd’s promise, and clever enough to escape two omnipotent hands. A sheep 
capable of defeating the grip of the Father and Son is no ordinary sheep; it is apparently the 
most formidable creature in the universe. 

The passage says, “they shall never perish.” It does not say they shall seldom perish, 
probably not perish, or never perish unless they commit the wrong sin at the wrong time. 
Christ knew every future failure of every sheep when He made the promise. Peter’s denial 
did not catch Him by surprise. Corinthian carnality did not force heaven to rewrite the 
covenant. David’s collapse, Jonah’s rebellion, Mark’s desertion, and Demas’s departure did 
not teach God new information about human weakness. Salvation was designed by 
omniscience. Christ did not save idealized versions of believers who would later disappoint 
Him; He saved sinners whose entire record was already known. If future sin can cancel 
salvation, then Christ promised eternal life while concealing a termination clause He knew 
would eventually be activated. The Good Shepherd does not practise theological fraud. 

This does not mean everyone who claims to be a sheep is one. Christ says, “My sheep hear 
my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.” A false professor may wear wool, learn 
church vocabulary, join the flock, sing the hymns, and still never possess life. Matthew 7 
contains religious workers whom Christ “never knew.” The distinction matters. Eternal 



security belongs to those who have genuinely received Christ, not to everybody who 
repeated words, walked an aisle, entered water, joined a church, or borrowed a testimony. 
But once the sinner has believed the gospel and been placed into Christ, his security 
depends upon the Shepherd’s ability to keep His word. The Arminian watches the sheep; 
the Calvinist watches for enough fruit to prove the sheep was secretly selected; the Bible 
believer watches the Shepherd. Assurance is not confidence in the sheep’s hooves. It is 
confidence in the Shepherd’s hands. 

IV. The Holy Ghost Seals the Believer Until the Day of Redemption 

Ephesians 1:13–14 describes what occurs after the sinner hears and believes the gospel: 
“In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: 
in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, 
which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, 
unto the praise of his glory.” The order is plain. The sinner hears the word of truth, believes 
the gospel of salvation, and is sealed with the Holy Spirit. The seal is not applied after years 
of proven faithfulness, completion of sacraments, victory over every habit, or acceptance 
by a church board. It is applied “after that ye believed.” The Holy Ghost is also called “the 
earnest of our inheritance.” An earnest is a pledge, guarantee, or first instalment assuring 
completion. God did not place the Holy Ghost within the believer as a refundable deposit. 

The duration of that seal is stated in Ephesians 4:30: “And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, 
whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.” Notice what the verse does and does 
not say. It says a believer can grieve the Holy Spirit. That proves Christian sin is real and 
serious. Yet it does not say the grieving removes the seal. It says the believer is sealed “unto 
the day of redemption.” The very Spirit grieved by Christian misconduct remains the One 
who seals the Christian until the purchased body is redeemed. If the seal lasted only until 
the Spirit was grieved, the verse would end after the warning. Instead, Paul attaches the 
security statement to the warning. The sin is serious precisely because the believer is 
grieving the divine Person who has not abandoned him. 

First Corinthians 12:13 adds, “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body.” Salvation 
places the believer into Christ’s body by an operation no human hand performs. 
Colossians 2 calls the believer’s spiritual separation from the flesh “the circumcision made 
without hands.” God performs the placing, sealing, quickening, cutting, and identifying. For 
salvation to be lost, the Holy Ghost would have to reverse His baptism, break His seal, 
remove His earnest, undo His operation, reattach the soul to the condemned flesh, and 
place the new creature back into Adam. No verse says He does any of those things. 
Religion invents an entire reverse-salvation operation because it refuses to accept the 
forward operation plainly written. God has not left the believer held together by human 



commitment. The saved man is the result of divine surgery, and the Surgeon has never lost 
a patient. 

V. No Charge and No Power Can Separate the Believer From Christ 

Romans 8 begins with “no condemnation” and ends with “no separation.” Between those 
two divine walls, Paul describes the believer’s position, intercession, suffering, calling, 
justification, and future glory. Romans 8:30 says, “Moreover whom he did predestinate, 
them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, 
them he also glorified.” The believer’s glorification is spoken of in the past tense because 
God’s purpose is so certain that the future act is treated as completed. The saved man may 
presently groan in a corruptible body, but heaven has already written glorification into the 
record. God did not predestinate sinners to believe against their will; He predestinated 
those in Christ to be conformed to the image of His Son. The destination of the saved has 
been settled. 

Paul then enters heaven’s courtroom: “Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s elect? 
It is God that justifieth.” The devil may accuse, conscience may condemn, people may 
remember, and the flesh may supply fresh evidence, but the Judge has already justified the 
believer. “Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again.” 
Condemnation would require overturning Christ’s death, resurrection, present position, 
and intercession. The Saviour who bore the charge is also the risen Advocate answering it. 
The legalist imagines salvation hangs upon the believer successfully defending himself 
every morning. Paul says God justifies, Christ died, Christ rose, and Christ intercedes. 
When the Judge and Advocate agree that the debt is paid, a frightened defendant should 
stop trying to reopen the trial. 

Romans 8:38–39 then gathers every conceivable separating power: death, life, angels, 
principalities, powers, things present, things to come, height, depth, “nor any other 
creature.” None “shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.” Death cannot do it. Life cannot do it. The present cannot do it. The future cannot 
do it. No angelic or satanic power can do it. No created thing can do it. The believer himself 
is a creature, so “any other creature” closes the loophole invented by the man who says, 
“Nobody else can remove me, but I can remove myself.” Paul anticipated every theological 
escape hatch and welded it shut. The love securing the believer is “in Christ Jesus.” To 
separate the Christian from that love, something must first separate Christ from the Father, 
defeat the Holy Ghost’s seal, overturn justification, reverse the new birth, and resurrect the 
sins Calvary buried. Hell has no machinery capable of the job. 

VI. Salvation Is Not Discipleship, Fellowship, Fruitfulness, or Reward 



Salvation is a gift; discipleship carries a cost. Romans 6:23 says, “the gift of God is eternal 
life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” A gift is received, not earned through endurance, 
sacrifice, service, or self-denial. Discipleship, however, requires taking up the cross, 
denying self, losing one’s life for Christ’s sake, enduring hardship, and following the Lord 
when obedience becomes expensive. When preachers attach the cost of discipleship to 
the reception of eternal life, they put a price tag on God’s gift. When careless Christians use 
the freeness of salvation to avoid the cost of discipleship, they dishonour the One who 
purchased the gift. Salvation and discipleship are related, but they are not identical. The 
first establishes life; the second governs how that life is spent. 

Sonship must also be distinguished from fellowship. First John 1 was written so believers 
might “have fellowship” with the apostles and with the Father and Son. Sin breaks 
fellowship because God is light and darkness cannot fellowship with Him. Yet the remedy 
is confession and cleansing, not another new birth. “If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” A Christian 
walking in darkness may lose joy, power, clarity, answered prayer, usefulness, and 
communion without losing the life received from God. David did not pray, “Restore unto me 
thy salvation.” He prayed, “Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation.” Sin had stolen the 
song, not rewritten the ownership. 

Fruitfulness and reward belong to another category. First Corinthians 3 describes every 
man’s work being tried by fire. Gold, silver, and precious stones endure; wood, hay, and 
stubble burn. “If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall 
be saved; yet so as by fire.” There stands eternal security and severe accountability in the 
same verse. The man’s work burns, he suffers loss, yet “he himself shall be saved.” Paul 
feared becoming a castaway from approved service, not losing sonship. Fruitless branches 
become useless. Negligent servants lose reward. Unfaithful believers may be ashamed 
before Christ. Grace guarantees the believer’s presence at the Judgment Seat; it does not 
guarantee he will enjoy the examination. Salvation determines whether the man arrives in 
heaven. Service determines what survives when heaven applies fire. 

VII. Eternal Security Is Not a Licence to Sin 

Paul anticipated the slander against grace in Romans 6:1: “What shall we say then? Shall 
we continue in sin, that grace may abound?” His answer was not, “Certainly not, because 
you will lose salvation.” He answered, “God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live 
any longer therein?” Paul grounds holy living in identification with Christ, not fear of 
spiritual eviction. Grace does not say sin no longer matters; grace says the believer no 
longer belongs to sin. The Christian should not obey the old master because Christ broke 
the old ownership. Sin in the believer is wicked not because it threatens to make Christ’s 



work fail, but because it contradicts everything Christ’s work accomplished. The legalist 
says, “Obey so God will keep you.” Grace says, “God has kept you; now stop living like the 
prison still owns you.” 

Hebrews 12 declares that God chastens His sons. “For whom the Lord loveth he 
chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.” Chastening proves relationship; 
it does not terminate it. The Father disciplines “every son.” He does not throw the child into 
hell and call the disposal fatherly correction. Chastening can be painful, prolonged, 
humiliating, and physically severe. First Corinthians 11 says some believers were weak, 
sickly, and asleep because they profaned the Lord’s Supper. First John 5 speaks of “a sin 
unto death.” God can end a Christian’s earthly service when continued life would further 
disgrace Christ, injure the church, or deepen rebellion. Eternal security is not immunity 
from the Father’s hand. Sometimes the safest truth in eternity becomes the most sobering 
truth in time: the Christian cannot escape the family, and therefore cannot escape the 
Father. 

First Corinthians 5:5 presents the distinction with a sharp edge: the immoral man was to be 
delivered “unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the 
day of the Lord Jesus.” His flesh could be destroyed while his spirit remained destined for 
salvation. That is not permission to sin; that is a warning severe enough to make a libertine 
stop smiling. The Christian can lose health, family, credibility, ministry, peace, joy, financial 
stability, years of usefulness, and reward. He can reap a harvest so bitter that death 
becomes God’s final earthly discipline. Yet he cannot make Christ’s blood unpaid, eternal 
life temporary, the Holy Ghost’s seal fraudulent, or the Father’s hand weak. Grace does not 
protect sin from consequences. It protects the believer from condemnation while God 
deals with the sin as a Father, Judge of service, and holy Head of the Church. 

Conclusion 

The biblical case for eternal security does not rest upon one isolated phrase. It rests upon 
the combined testimony of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. The Father justifies and keeps. 
The Son gives eternal life, promises that His sheep shall never perish, dies, rises, and 
intercedes. The Holy Ghost regenerates, baptizes into Christ’s body, becomes the earnest 
of the inheritance, and seals the believer unto the day of redemption. The sinner hears the 
gospel, believes, receives the Son, passes from death unto life, becomes a new creature, is 
translated into Christ’s kingdom, and is placed beyond condemnation. To lose salvation, 
every one of those divine acts would have to be reversed. The Bible never describes that 
reversal because salvation is not a revolving door operated by human performance. 



The legalist and the libertine both insult grace, though they approach from opposite 
directions. The legalist says Christ’s work is insufficient unless human faithfulness keeps 
adding support. The libertine says Christ’s work is so secure that Christian conduct no 
longer matters. One weakens the cross; the other disgraces it. Biblical grace destroys both 
errors. Salvation is completely free, eternally secure, and entirely accomplished by Christ. 
Christian living is costly, accountable, disciplined, and subject to divine examination. The 
believer cannot be condemned, but he can be chastened. He cannot lose eternal life, but 
he can waste earthly life. He cannot be removed from Christ, but he can be removed from 
service. He cannot burn in the lake of fire, but his worthless works can burn before the eyes 
of the Saviour who bought him. 

Eternal life is not a temporary permit God revokes after a bad week. It is the life of Christ 
possessed by the believer because the believer is in Christ. The sheep may stumble, 
wander, become filthy, require correction, and embarrass the flock, but the Shepherd does 
not misplace His sheep. Salvation rests upon Christ’s finished work, not the Christian’s 
unfinished performance. The decisive question is not, “Have I behaved well enough to keep 
eternal life?” The decisive question is, “Have I believed the gospel and received the Son?” 
“He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.” God 
made the record plain. Religion added the fog. The rest of this series will take the favourite 
warning passages of conditional-security preaching and put every sign back on the road 
where God planted it. 

 

 

2 of 10: Can a Christian Lose His Salvation? — “Endure Unto the End” Is Not Paul’s 
Gospel Wearing a Tribulation Helmet 

Key Passage: Matthew 24:13 

“But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.” 

Introduction 

Matthew 24:13 has been lifted out of one of the greatest prophetic passages in the Bible, 
carried across dispensational boundaries, dropped into the Church age, and used to turn 
the free gift of eternal life into a spiritual endurance contest. A preacher reads, “But he that 
shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved,” closes the chapter before anybody 
notices Judaea, the Sabbath day, Daniel’s abomination, false Christs, the great Tribulation, 
and the visible return of the Son of man, and then informs saved believers that they must 
remain sufficiently faithful until death or lose everything Christ gave them. That is not 



exposition; that is doctrinal kidnapping. The verse has been removed from its family, 
stripped of identification, and forced to testify in a case it was never called to address. A 
text without context can be made to preach nearly anything, which is convenient for men 
who need one frightening verse to overturn a dozen plain promises concerning eternal life. 

The words themselves are inspired, perfect, and true. The problem lies with the religious 
handler who treats every occurrence of “saved” as though it automatically means a 
Church-age believer being regenerated by grace through faith in Paul’s gospel. Scripture 
speaks of salvation from enemies, sickness, danger, drowning, famine, persecution, 
physical death, wrath, Tribulation judgment, and the lake of fire. Every salvation is 
deliverance, but not every deliverance is the new birth. Likewise, every “end” is not the end 
of an individual Christian’s earthly life. Matthew 24 identifies its own end: “the end is not 
yet” in verse 6, “then shall the end come” in verse 14, the abomination of desolation 
appears in verse 15, great Tribulation begins in verse 21, and the Son of man comes visibly 
after that Tribulation in verses 29–30. The chapter supplies the dictionary, calendar, 
geography, audience, danger, and destination. Only religious tradition could look at that 
much identification and still mail the passage to a Gentile believer living in Ohio. 

This essay will not weaken Matthew 24:13. It will make the verse stronger by allowing it to 
say what Christ said instead of what conditional-security theology needs it to say. The 
passage contains a terrible warning and a glorious promise for people living through the 
time of Jacob’s trouble. They will face false Christs, betrayal, hatred, lawlessness, satanic 
deception, the abomination of desolation, a worldwide dictatorship, pressure to receive 
the mark of the beast, and physical destruction so severe that “except those days should 
be shortened, there should no flesh be saved.” Endurance in that setting is not a decorative 
virtue printed on a Christian coffee mug. It becomes a matter of life, death, loyalty, worship, 
and entrance into the kingdom. But Paul did not tell the Philippian jailer to survive Daniel’s 
seventieth week. He said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” Right 
division believes both passages without making either one lie. 

I. Read the Address Before You Claim the Mail 

Matthew 24 begins with Jesus Christ departing from the temple while His disciples call 
attention to its buildings. He answers, “There shall not be left here one stone upon another, 
that shall not be thrown down.” Later, while He sits upon the mount of Olives, the disciples 
ask Him privately, “Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy 
coming, and of the end of the world?” Those questions govern the discourse. The subject is 
not the security of a member of Christ’s body after believing Paul’s gospel. The questions 
concern Israel’s temple, Christ’s visible coming, and “the end of the world,” meaning the 
completion of the present age and arrival of the promised kingdom. If a preacher answers a 



different question than the disciples asked, he has stopped expounding Christ’s sermon 
and started conducting his own. 

The men hearing the discourse are Jewish disciples standing in Israel, looking at the Jewish 
temple, asking the Jewish Messiah about His coming kingdom. The Church as the body of 
Christ has not yet been doctrinally revealed through Paul. Christ has not yet died, been 
buried, risen, ascended, or revealed the mystery that Jew and Gentile would be formed into 
“one new man.” Ephesians 3 says that mystery “in other ages was not made known unto 
the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit.” 
Paul says he was made a minister of that mystery. Yet the careless interpreter stands 
before Matthew 24, ignores the historical timing, and imagines Christ is secretly preaching 
Pauline Church doctrine before the doctrinal revelation was given. That is like reading 
instructions to build Noah’s ark and accusing Paul of disobedience because he never 
ordered lumber. 

The address becomes even clearer as the discourse proceeds. Christ speaks of Judaea, 
housetops, fields, the Sabbath day, the holy place, Daniel the prophet, and a flight into the 
mountains. Those details are not religious confetti. They identify the people, location, 
covenant background, and prophetic period. The Church is a body composed of saved 
Jews and Gentiles whose conversation is in heaven. It is not defined by residence in 
Judaea, Sabbath travel restrictions, or proximity to Jerusalem’s holy place. A Gentile 
believer in Brazil cannot obey “flee into the mountains” from Judaea because he is not 
there. A Christian in China cannot leave his cloak in a Judean field. God does not give 
geographically impossible instructions to the entire body of Christ and then threaten 
damnation for failure to perform them. The address belongs on the envelope, and honest 
Bible study reads it before opening the mail. 

II. Matthew 24 Defines “the End” for Itself 

The expression “the end” appears repeatedly in Matthew 24, and the chapter carefully 
moves the reader toward it. In verse 6 Christ warns, “ye shall hear of wars and rumours of 
wars,” but adds, “the end is not yet.” In verses 7–8 He speaks of nation rising against nation, 
kingdom against kingdom, famines, pestilences, and earthquakes, calling them “the 
beginning of sorrows.” Then come persecution, betrayal, hatred, false prophets, and 
abounding iniquity. Verse 13 states that the one enduring “unto the end” shall be saved, 
and verse 14 announces that the gospel of the kingdom will be preached “in all the world 
for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.” The end is not the deathbed of 
every individual Christian from Pentecost to the Rapture. It is the conclusion of the 
prophetic sequence Christ is describing. 



That sequence continues with the abomination of desolation “spoken of by Daniel the 
prophet.” Daniel 9:27 describes a final week in which a covenant is confirmed, sacrifice 
and oblation cease in the midst of the week, and desolation follows. Daniel 12 connects 
the abomination with an unequalled time of trouble and the deliverance of Daniel’s people. 
Christ is not borrowing Daniel’s vocabulary to give generic advice about Christian 
perseverance. He is identifying the same prophetic period. Matthew 24:15 even inserts the 
warning, “whoso readeth, let him understand.” Understanding requires reading Daniel, 
observing Israel, recognizing the temple, and placing the abomination where prophecy 
placed it. The man who reads “Daniel the prophet” and then runs to a Church-age altar call 
has taken the wrong exit. 

The end culminates in the visible return of Jesus Christ. Matthew 24:29 says, “Immediately 
after the tribulation of those days” the sun will be darkened, the moon will not give her light, 
the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Verse 30 says, 
“then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven,” and the tribes of the earth “shall 
see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.” That is the 
end toward which endurance is required. It is not an invisible arrival, a private death, or the 
quiet end of one believer’s sanctification campaign. The passage ends in cosmic signs, 
worldwide mourning, angelic gathering, visible glory, and the arrival of Israel’s King. The end 
is defined by prophecy, not by whichever denominational doctrine needs a supporting 
verse. 

III. Judaea, the Sabbath, and the Abomination Expose the Setting 

Christ says in Matthew 24:15–16, “When ye therefore shall see the abomination of 
desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place… Then let them which 
be in Judaea flee into the mountains.” The danger becomes recognizable through a specific 
event in a specific place. An abomination stands in “the holy place,” which requires a 
sanctuary associated with Israel’s worship. Those in “Judaea” must flee. The location is so 
definite that Christ does not say believers everywhere should flee; He identifies those 
within the threatened territory. This is prophecy with street signs attached. The interpreter 
must work hard to become lost, but theological systems often bring their own blindfolds. 

Verses 17–18 add urgency: “Let him which is on the housetop not come down to take any 
thing out of his house: Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his clothes.” 
This is physical flight from approaching destruction, not a symbolic picture of a Christian 
trying to remain spiritually regenerated. The command concerns speed, distance, 
possessions, family vulnerability, and survival. Christ continues, “But pray ye that your 
flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day.” Winter complicates travel; the 
Sabbath creates restrictions within the Jewish setting. If the Church is the direct doctrinal 



audience, then Christian salvation apparently depends upon the weather in Judaea and 
Sabbath travel regulations that Paul explicitly refuses to impose upon the body of Christ. 
That is the kind of conclusion produced when context is sacrificed to a system. 

Christ then explains the severity: “For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since 
the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.” This is not two thousand years 
of ordinary Church history squeezed into poetic language. It is an unparalleled period. 
Verse 22 says, “And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be 
saved: but for the elect’s sake those days shall be shortened.” The chapter itself defines 
part of the salvation under discussion as the preservation of “flesh.” That does not mean 
spiritual truth is absent or that eternal consequences do not surround the period. It means 
physical survival is undeniably in the context. When Christ says endurance unto the end 
results in salvation and then says shortened days permit flesh to be saved, He has given 
the interpreter a bright marker. Conditional-security preaching walks past it because “no 
flesh be saved” does not fit neatly on its membership-threat card. 

IV. The Gospel of the Kingdom Is Not Paul’s Gospel With a Different Label 

Matthew 24:14 states, “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for 
a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.” The phrase is not accidental. 
Earlier in Matthew, John the Baptist preached, “Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.” Jesus preached, “Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” The Twelve were 
sent to “the lost sheep of the house of Israel” preaching, “The kingdom of heaven is at 
hand,” while healing the sick, cleansing lepers, raising the dead, and casting out devils. The 
gospel of the kingdom announces the approach of Israel’s King and the establishment of 
the promised earthly kingdom. In Matthew 24 it is preached worldwide immediately before 
that King appears in power and great glory. 

Paul defines the gospel by which the Church is saved in 1 Corinthians 15:1–4: “how that 
Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he 
rose again the third day according to the scriptures.” In Acts 20:24 he calls his ministry “the 
gospel of the grace of God.” The Philippian jailer asks, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 
Paul and Silas answer, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” They do 
not ask whether he lives in Judaea, tell him to watch for Daniel’s abomination, warn him not 
to receive Antichrist’s mark, or instruct him to endure until the Son of man descends visibly 
upon the clouds. He believes that night, is saved that night, and rejoices that night. Paul’s 
gospel does not place the sinner at the beginning of a seven-year obstacle course and call 
the finish line justification. 



This does not mean Christ and Paul are enemies, that Paul invented another Saviour, or 
that the cross becomes irrelevant during the Tribulation. Jesus Christ is the centre of every 
true gospel, and His blood is the basis upon which any sinner in any age can ultimately be 
accepted. But the content preached, audience addressed, signs accompanying the 
message, covenant obligations, and required response can differ as revelation and 
dispensational government differ. Noah believed God and built an ark. Abraham believed 
God concerning a seed. Israel believed the Passover promise and applied blood. The 
Church believes the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ. The Tribulation remnant will 
believe God’s testimony concerning the returning King while refusing the beast, his image, 
and his mark. One Saviour does not mean identical instructions under every stewardship. A 
hospital has one chief physician, but he does not prescribe an identical treatment for every 
patient in every ward. 

V. Endurance Belongs to the Tribulation Remnant’s Crisis 

The Tribulation period described by Christ will test loyalty in ways the present Church age 
does not. Revelation 13 describes the beast receiving worldwide authority, demanding 
worship, and enforcing an economic system in which no man may buy or sell without the 
mark, name, or number of the beast. Refusal will not mean an awkward workplace 
conversation or the loss of a social-media account. It can mean starvation, exclusion, 
imprisonment, betrayal, and death. Revelation 14 warns that any man who worships the 
beast and receives his mark will drink of the wine of the wrath of God. In that setting, 
endurance is tied to refusing a visible satanic ruler whose system controls both worship 
and commerce. Matthew 24:13 is not a decorative slogan for surviving a difficult committee 
meeting. 

Revelation repeatedly speaks of “the patience of the saints.” Revelation 13:10 says, “Here 
is the patience and the faith of the saints.” Revelation 14:12 declares, “Here is the patience 
of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” 
Notice the combination. These saints face a period in which endurance, commandments, 
faith, worship, the beast, his image, and his mark become matters of life and judgment. 
That is not Paul’s ordinary formula for the justification of a Gentile sinner in the Church age. 
Paul says, “But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his 
faith is counted for righteousness.” Revelation describes saints maintaining fidelity under 
the final worldwide persecution before Christ’s kingdom. The texts are not contradictory. 
They occupy different rooms in God’s prophetic house. 

Christ warns that “many shall be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate 
one another.” False prophets will deceive many, and “because iniquity shall abound, the 
love of many shall wax cold.” Endurance therefore means remaining faithful to God’s 



revealed truth while deception, terror, lawlessness, betrayal, and political power all push in 
the opposite direction. Families will divide. Religious leaders will lie. Miraculous signs will 
support the counterfeit. The world’s economic machinery will punish dissent. The entire 
system will argue that surrender is reasonable, necessary, safe, compassionate, and 
historically inevitable. The enduring saint will stand upon God’s words when everything 
visible votes against them. That endurance has a defined prophetic finish line: the 
appearing of Jesus Christ. 

VI. “Saved” Does Not Always Mean the New Birth 

Bible students must allow the King James Bible to define its own words by context. In Acts 
27, Paul and the men aboard the storm-driven ship lose “all hope that we should be saved.” 
Nobody imagines they feared losing regeneration because the ship leaked. Paul later warns 
the soldiers, “Except these abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved.” The salvation is physical 
deliverance from shipwreck. First Timothy 4:16 tells Timothy, “Take heed unto thyself, and 
unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them 
that hear thee.” That does not mean Timothy earned eternal life by pastoral diligence. 
Faithful doctrine would preserve him and his hearers from destructive error. Salvation must 
be defined by the danger from which someone is delivered. 

Matthew 24 supplies physical danger on every side: war, famine, pestilence, persecution, 
betrayal, flight, winter, restricted travel, false Christs, worldwide deception, and slaughter 
so extensive that no flesh would survive unless the days were shortened. The one enduring 
to the end is delivered through, or vindicated at the conclusion of, that terrible period. For 
some, endurance may lead through physical preservation into the kingdom. Others may be 
killed for refusing the beast and raised to reign with Christ, as Revelation 20 describes. In 
either case, the salvation belongs to the prophetic crisis and its conclusion. It is not a 
Church-age Christian losing the new birth because he missed the final payment on a 
behavioural mortgage. 

There are eternal stakes during the Tribulation, and no attempt should be made to reduce 
Matthew 24:13 to nothing more than keeping one’s pulse until Christ returns. Worship of 
the beast, reception of his mark, faith in Christ, obedience to God’s revealed requirements, 
physical death, resurrection, and entrance into the kingdom all intersect. But 
acknowledging those eternal dimensions does not permit the interpreter to drag the verse 
backward and make it Paul’s plan of salvation. The verse belongs where Christ placed it. 
The saints living under Antichrist’s reign will not be deciding whether to attend Wednesday 
Bible study; they will be deciding whether to worship a satanic king and join a condemned 
world system. The warning is severe because the hour is unlike any other hour in human 
history. 



VII. The Church Is Promised Deliverance From That Hour, Not Salvation by Surviving It 

The body of Christ is not waiting to enter Daniel’s seventieth week and prove its salvation by 
enduring Antichrist. First Thessalonians 4:16–17 promises that “the dead in Christ shall rise 
first,” and living believers will be “caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the 
Lord in the air.” First Thessalonians 5:9 adds, “For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but 
to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ.” The Church’s hope is the appearing of Christ 
to gather His body before the wrath connected with the day of the Lord overtakes the world. 
The believer is waiting for Christ, not Antichrist; for a trumpet, not a mark; for 
transformation, not an endurance examination administered by the beast. 

Revelation 3:10 records Christ’s promise, “Because thou hast kept the word of my 
patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the 
world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.” He does not merely promise preservation 
within the hour but exemption “from the hour.” The trial is worldwide and aimed at “them 
that dwell upon the earth,” a technical expression repeatedly describing Revelation’s earth-
dwellers. The Church’s calling and citizenship are heavenly. The pre-Tribulation Rapture is 
not an escape invented by cowardly Christians unwilling to suffer. The Church has suffered 
for two thousand years. It is a doctrinal distinction between ordinary persecution from the 
world and a divinely scheduled hour of worldwide judgment belonging to Israel’s prophetic 
calendar and God’s wrath upon earth-dwellers. 

Paul therefore grounds the believer’s salvation in Christ’s accomplishment and God’s seal, 
not survival to a prophetic endpoint. Ephesians 1 says the believer is sealed after believing 
the gospel. Romans 5 says he is “justified by faith” and has “peace with God.” Romans 8 
says there is “no condemnation” and no created power capable of separation. Colossians 
says he is complete in Christ. The Christian may suffer, fail, be chastened, lose reward, 
become useless, die early, or stand ashamed at the Judgment Seat, but he is not told to 
endure Antichrist’s reign to remain regenerated. Men who preach Matthew 24:13 as Paul’s 
gospel have put the Church into Israel’s Tribulation, placed the saint beneath conditions 
belonging to another period, and then accused Christ of revoking eternal life when the 
theological contraption collapses. 

Conclusion 

Matthew 24:13 means exactly what it says, but it does not say what conditional-security 
preachers need it to say. The verse sits inside a discourse concerning the temple, Christ’s 
coming, the end of the world, false Christs, wars, famines, pestilences, persecution, 
worldwide kingdom preaching, Daniel’s abomination, the holy place, Judaea, mountain 
flight, housetops, fields, winter, Sabbath restrictions, unequalled Tribulation, preservation 



of flesh, cosmic darkness, and the visible coming of the Son of man. That is not Paul’s 
gospel wearing a Tribulation helmet. It is Tribulation doctrine spoken by Israel’s Messiah to 
Jewish disciples concerning a future prophetic crisis. Remove those identifying marks and 
the passage can be made to frighten the Church. Leave them in place and the doctrinal 
address becomes impossible to miss. 

The lost sinner living today is not commanded to endure until the end to obtain eternal life. 
He is commanded to believe the gospel: Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, was buried, and rose again the third day according to the Scriptures. “Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” Upon believing, the sinner is justified, 
regenerated, placed into Christ, sealed with the Holy Ghost, and given eternal life. 
Christian endurance matters enormously for fellowship, testimony, service, reward, joy, 
and usefulness, but it is the fruit of salvation, not the final instalment required to prevent 
repossession. A man does not endure in order to persuade Christ to finish saving him. He 
endures because Christ has saved him and made his life worth spending. 

The future Tribulation remnant will face a different crisis beneath a different administration. 
Those saints will see the abomination, flee Judaea, confront the beast, refuse his mark, 
suffer betrayal, endure satanic deception, and wait for the visible King. Matthew 24:13 will 
stand before them like a steel sign in a burning world: “But he that shall endure unto the 
end, the same shall be saved.” The Church should believe that promise without stealing it, 
weakening it, or using it to contradict the promises God gave through Paul. Right division 
does not remove Scripture; it removes confusion. The preacher who mixes Noah’s hammer, 
Moses’ tablets, Matthew’s Tribulation warnings, and Paul’s gospel into one toolbox will 
eventually try to build an ark on Calvary—and then wonder why nothing fits. 

 

 

3 of 10: Can a Christian Lose His Salvation? — “I Never Knew You” Means They Were 
Religious—but Never Regenerated 

Key Passage: Matthew 7:21–23 — “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in 
heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy 
name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful 
works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that 
work iniquity.” 

There are passages in the Bible that frighten a careless sinner because they were written to 
frighten him, and there are passages that frighten a saved believer only because some 



preacher pulled them out of their doctrinal setting, sharpened them into a religious ice 
pick, and spent Sunday morning jabbing the sheep. Matthew 7:21–23 is one of the most 
abused passages in the New Testament. It is commonly waved over the heads of Christians 
as though Jesus Christ were saying, “I knew you once, saved you once, gave you eternal life 
once, sealed you once, placed you into my body once, but you did not perform well enough, 
so I changed eternal life into temporary life and threw you away.” That is not what the 
passage says. Christ does not say, “I used to know you.” He does not say, “I knew you 
before you backslid.” He does not say, “You were mine until you lost it.” His words are 
colder, cleaner, and far more devastating: “I never knew you.” Never is not a theological 
rubber band that can be stretched into “once upon a time.” When the Lord says never, the 
matter is settled before the religion professor finds his red pencil. 

These people are not atheists standing before Christ with copies of Darwin under their 
arms. They are not drunken mockers who spent their lives cursing the name of God. They 
are religious people. They call Jesus “Lord.” They claim to have prophesied in His name, 
cast out devils in His name, and done many wonderful works in His name. They possess 
vocabulary, activity, confidence, testimony, and an impressive ministry résumé. If religious 
performance could save anybody, these people would enter heaven in a parade with brass 
bands playing behind them. Yet Christ dismisses the entire catalog with one sentence: “I 
never knew you.” Their tragedy is not that they once possessed salvation and misplaced it. 
Their tragedy is that they mistook religious motion for spiritual life. They had a name 
without a nature, a ministry without a new birth, and works without the righteousness of 
God. A painted fire may look impressive on a church wall, but it cannot warm a frozen man. 
Religion can paint flames; only the Holy Ghost can kindle life. 

Matthew 7 does not deny eternal security; it destroys religious presumption. Eternal 
security belongs to those who have actually received eternal life, not to everyone who has 
learned to say “Lord, Lord” with moist eyes and an organ humming in the background. The 
Bible never teaches that repeating a religious phrase, walking an aisle, joining a church, 
being baptized, preaching sermons, performing wonders, or holding an office automatically 
regenerates a sinner. Salvation is “not by works of righteousness which we have done” but 
“according to his mercy” (Titus 3:5). The sinner is saved when he believes the gospel of the 
grace of God—Christ died for our sins, was buried, and rose again—and rests his soul upon 
that finished work. Matthew 7 presents men who stand before the Judge pointing to 
everything they did while saying nothing about what He did for them. They bring Christ their 
résumé when they needed His righteousness. At the judgment bar of God, a sinner’s 
achievements are not stepping-stones into heaven; they are decorations on a coffin. 

I. The Road to “I Never Knew You” Begins With False Prophets 



The passage does not drop out of a cloud without context. Immediately before it, the Lord 
warns, “Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they 
are ravening wolves” (Matthew 7:15). The subject is religious deception. The wolf does not 
come carrying a sign that says, “I am here to devour your soul.” He wears wool. He borrows 
the appearance of something harmless, orthodox, and familiar. He speaks the language of 
the flock while possessing the appetite of a predator. Christ then says, “Ye shall know them 
by their fruits” (Matthew 7:16). The issue is not whether a man can produce noise, crowds, 
excitement, or outward success. A carnival can produce those things by Friday evening. 
The issue is what kind of tree he is and what kind of fruit proceeds from his nature. “A good 
tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit” (Matthew 
7:18). Before Christ speaks about men saying, “Lord, Lord,” He has already warned that 
religious appearances can hide a corrupt root. 

That connection matters because the men in verses 21–23 have all the outward 
decorations that impress religious spectators. They speak in Christ’s name. They claim 
supernatural power. They advertise wonderful works. Yet the Lord has just taught that a tree 
is known by its fruit, not by the claims printed on its ministry brochure. False prophets have 
always been skilled at manufacturing appearances. Pharaoh’s magicians imitated signs in 
Egypt. The damsel in Acts 16 spoke true words about Paul and Silas while being possessed 
with a spirit of divination. Second Thessalonians 2:9 warns of the coming of the wicked one 
“after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders.” Revelation 13 
describes miraculous signs connected with the beast’s deception. The supernatural is not 
automatically divine, and the spectacular is not automatically saving. A flash of religious 
lightning may dazzle a crowd while leaving every soul in the building as dead as a fence 
post. 

Christ ends the warning about false prophets by saying, “Every tree that bringeth not forth 
good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire” (Matthew 7:19). Then He moves directly 
into, “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord.” The transition is deliberate. He is 
exposing the difference between appearance and reality, profession and possession, 
religious leaves and spiritual fruit. A man may wear the coat of a prophet, speak the dialect 
of Zion, and perform works that make the congregation gasp, yet remain a stranger to the 
Son of God. The passage does not teach that a good tree became corrupt and was 
therefore unborn. It reveals that the tree was corrupt beneath the leaves from the 
beginning. A wolf in sheep’s clothing did not begin life as a sheep and lose his sheephood; 
he was a wolf while wearing borrowed wool. Matthew 7 is not a funeral for eternal security. 
It is an autopsy of counterfeit Christianity. 

II. “Lord, Lord” Is a Profession, Not Proof of Regeneration 



Christ says, “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven.” Notice the word saith. Speech is involved, but speech alone is not salvation. A 
man can pronounce every syllable correctly while his heart remains untouched by the 
grace of God. Isaiah described Israel’s religious hypocrisy when the Lord said, “this people 
draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their 
heart far from me” (Isaiah 29:13). Christ quoted that indictment in Matthew 15:8: “This 
people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their 
heart is far from me.” The mouth can travel all the way to church while the heart stays home 
worshipping itself. Religious language is inexpensive. It costs a hypocrite nothing to call 
Jesus “Lord” while refusing to trust Him as Saviour. 

Some people treat Romans 10:9 as though salvation were produced by moving the lips in a 
prescribed pattern. But the verse does not say that sound waves regenerate the soul. It 
says, “if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart 
that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.” Verse 10 adds, “For with the 
heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto 
salvation.” The confession is connected to heart faith. It is not a religious password spoken 
by an unconverted man hoping heaven’s lock will click open. Devils possess correct 
information about Christ. In Mark 1:24 an unclean spirit cried, “I know thee who thou art, 
the Holy One of God.” James 2:19 says, “the devils also believe, and tremble.” Correct 
vocabulary without saving trust merely produces an informed rebel. A parrot can be taught 
to say “Lord Jesus,” but no sensible man would baptize the bird and appoint it to the 
deacon board—though it might improve some meetings. 

The repetition “Lord, Lord” indicates urgency and insistence, but volume cannot supply life. 
These men are not casually mentioning Christ; they are passionately pleading their case 
before Him. Yet emotional intensity does not convert falsehood into truth. Cain was serious 
about his offering. Saul was zealous while persecuting the church. The Pharisee in Luke 18 
prayed confidently, thanked God publicly, rehearsed his moral accomplishments, and left 
unjustified. Sincerity is valuable only when attached to truth. A man can sincerely drink 
poison because somebody changed the label, but sincerity will not hold a committee 
meeting with the poison and persuade it to become orange juice. Likewise, a sinner may 
sincerely depend upon baptism, church membership, supernatural gifts, moral reform, or 
religious service, but sincerity cannot turn those things into the shed blood of Christ. “Lord, 
Lord” on the lips is not a substitute for Christ in the heart. 

III. The Father’s Will Does Not Turn Grace Into a Wage 

The Lord continues, “but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.” 
Immediately, the works-salvation mechanic crawls out from under the hood with a wrench 



and announces that salvation must be earned by sufficient obedience. But Scripture must 
interpret Scripture. When men asked Christ, “What shall we do, that we might work the 
works of God?” He answered, “This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he 
hath sent” (John 6:28–29). Later in that chapter He said, “And this is the will of him that sent 
me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have everlasting life” 
(John 6:40). The Father’s will is not fulfilled by a sinner presenting his own righteousness as 
payment. The Father commands men to honour the Son, receive the Son, believe on the 
Son, and obtain life in the Son. Any interpretation that makes human merit the foundation 
of salvation crashes headfirst into Christ’s own explanation. 

The Sermon on the Mount also has a definite kingdom setting. Christ is speaking as Israel’s 
Messiah, announcing the principles of the kingdom of heaven, addressing Jewish hearers 
who knew Moses, the prophets, the law, the altar, and the promises made to their nation. 
The sermon contains judgment according to conduct, warnings concerning false prophets, 
and demands connected with allegiance to the King. That setting must not be ignored and 
replaced with a church-age pamphlet written by somebody’s denomination. Yet even 
within that setting, the passage does not say that these men possessed eternal life and lost 
it. It contrasts the genuine subject of the King with the religious counterfeit. Genuine 
obedience demonstrates reality; it does not manufacture the new birth. Fruit identifies the 
tree, but fruit does not plant the tree, create its roots, or breathe life into dead wood. 

Paul settles the basis of salvation for the body of Christ without stuttering: “For by grace are 
ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any 
man should boast” (Ephesians 2:8–9). Romans 4:5 says, “But to him that worketh not, but 
believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.” Titus 3:5 
says, “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he 
saved us.” If Matthew 7 teaches that a Christian remains saved by maintaining an 
acceptable work record, then Paul’s epistles become a pile of contradictions large enough 
to require its own parking lot. The contradiction exists only in the mind of the interpreter 
who refuses to distinguish salvation’s root from salvation’s fruit. Grace is the root; godly 
conduct is the fruit. The fruit proves life is present, but it never purchases life from God. 

IV. Wonderful Works Can Be Performed by Workers Christ Never Knew 

The defendants before Christ point to three categories of religious accomplishment: 
prophecy, casting out devils, and “many wonderful works.” They do not plead the blood. 
They do not mention the cross. They do not say, “We trusted thy death, burial, and 
resurrection.” Their entire defense is built from the lumberyard of human achievement: 
“Have we not prophesied…have we not cast out devils…have we not done many wonderful 
works?” Their testimony has a bad case of swollen pronouns. They mention His name 



repeatedly, but the verbs belong to them. Christ’s name is attached to their résumé like a 
gold seal placed on a counterfeit diploma. They think His name must validate their works 
because they used it while performing them. But using the right name does not sanctify the 
wrong foundation. A thief can write “In God We Trust” on his getaway car; the slogan will 
not convert robbery into a missionary journey. 

The Bible repeatedly warns that signs and wonders are not infallible proof of salvation or 
divine approval. Deuteronomy 13:1–3 warns Israel that even if a sign or wonder comes to 
pass, the speaker must be rejected if he leads them after other gods. Matthew 24:24 says, 
“For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and 
wonders.” Paul warns in 2 Corinthians 11:13–15 that false apostles can transform 
themselves into the apostles of Christ because “Satan himself is transformed into an angel 
of light.” The devil is not an atheist wearing a sandwich board. He is a religious counterfeiter 
with enough Bible vocabulary to fool anyone who judges truth by excitement. Satan’s 
oldest trick is not denying that there is bread; it is offering a stone shaped like a loaf. The 
miraculous may attract attention, but only the written word can judge the spirit behind it. 

Even association with genuine apostolic power did not guarantee regeneration. In Matthew 
10, Christ gave the twelve power against unclean spirits and sent them forth, and Judas 
Iscariot is named among those twelve. Yet Christ later called Judas “the son of perdition” in 
John 17:12. Judas walked with the apostles, heard the greatest preaching ever delivered, 
witnessed miracles no seminarian could explain away, handled the common purse, and 
kissed the Lord in Gethsemane. He was close to the Light without receiving life. Proximity to 
Christ’s work is not union with Christ Himself. A man can carry a Bible into a pulpit every 
week and still be carrying a closed coffin inside his chest. Ministry can place a sinner under 
brighter light, but if he refuses the truth, the same light only makes his blindness more 
inexcusable. 

V. “I Never Knew You” Means Never, Not “Until You Backslid” 

The decisive statement in the passage is not what these men say about themselves but 
what Christ says about them: “And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you.” Christ’s 
knowledge here is plainly relational, not informational. As God manifest in the flesh, He 
knows every man, every thought, every secret, and every hidden motive. John 2:24–25 says 
He “knew all men” and “knew what was in man.” Therefore, “I never knew you” cannot 
mean that Christ lacked information concerning their existence. It means they were never 
His in the saving, covenantal, relational sense. They knew His title, borrowed His name, 
discussed His power, and built works around His reputation, but He never owned them as 
His sheep. They were acquainted with Christian activity while remaining strangers to Christ 
Himself. 



Compare His words with John 10:14: “I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and 
am known of mine.” In John 10:27 He says, “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and 
they follow me.” Then He declares, “And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never 
perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.” The sheep are known by the 
Shepherd, given eternal life, and secured in His hand. Matthew 7 describes people to 
whom that relationship never applied. Christ does not say, “You were sheep, but I stopped 
knowing you.” He says, “I never knew you.” The difference between John 10 and Matthew 7 
is not the difference between successful Christians and failed Christians. It is the 
difference between sheep and religious wolves, between possession and profession, 
between receiving life and imitating its outward movements. 

Second Timothy 2:19 says, “Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this 
seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his.” God does not suffer an administrative mix-up at 
the judgment seat and accidentally misplace one of His children. Galatians 4:9 speaks of 
believers as those who “are known of God.” First Corinthians 8:3 says, “if any man love 
God, the same is known of him.” The Lord’s knowledge of His own is not a temporary entry 
written in pencil, waiting for a bad week to erase it. The men of Matthew 7 were never 
entered among His own. To turn “I never knew you” into “I knew you temporarily” is not 
interpretation; it is verbal vandalism. It is breaking the word never, sweeping the pieces 
under a theological rug, and hoping nobody reads the verse slowly. 

VI. Their Résumé Is Not Their Defense—it Is the Evidence Against Them 

These men suppose their works will impress the Judge, but their appeal exposes the very 
disease condemning them. They trust what they performed instead of what Christ 
accomplished. Their confidence rests in prophecy, power, and public accomplishment. 
They arrive before the Lord holding religious trophies, apparently unaware that Isaiah 64:6 
declares, “all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags.” Notice that Isaiah does not merely 
condemn wicked deeds. He condemns “our righteousnesses” when offered as the sinner’s 
covering before a holy God. Man’s best robe is still sewn in Adam’s tailor shop. It may look 
respectable under church lighting, but under the white light of God’s holiness, every stitch 
advertises rebellion. A sinner cannot patch Christ’s righteousness onto his own garment 
and expect the Judge to admire the alterations. 

Paul understood the worthlessness of a religious résumé. In Philippians 3, he listed 
circumcision, nationality, tribe, Hebrew heritage, Pharisaical standing, zeal, and legal 
righteousness. If any man could have strutted into judgment carrying denominational 
credentials, Paul could. Yet after meeting Christ, he declared those gains to be loss and 
counted them “but dung” that he might win Christ and “be found in him, not having mine 
own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ” 



(Philippians 3:8–9). That is the confession missing from Matthew 7. Those men say, “Look 
what we did in thy name.” Paul says, “Do not find me dressed in mine own righteousness; 
find me in Christ.” Heaven does not open because a sinner’s résumé is impressive. Heaven 
opens because the sinner has been placed into the One whose righteousness is perfect. 

The words “many wonderful works” should shake religious professionals who measure 
divine approval by visible results. A large crowd cannot wash away one sin. A successful 
ministry cannot justify one soul. A thousand sermons cannot substitute for personal faith 
in the gospel. A man may lead others toward truth while never receiving it himself, just as a 
road sign can point toward a city it will never enter. The danger is especially severe for those 
who spend years speaking about Christ while gradually assuming that speaking about Him 
is the same as knowing Him. Familiarity with sacred things can become a narcotic. The 
preacher handles the Book, discusses the blood, counsels sinners, and stands near the 
altar until he forgets to ask whether he himself ever rested in Christ. The most dangerous 
place to hide from God may be behind a pulpit bearing His name. 

VII. “Ye That Work Iniquity” Exposes Their Nature, Not the Loss of a New Birth 

Christ concludes, “depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” He does not address them as 
disobedient sons, wandering sheep, chastened saints, or unfruitful members of His body. 
He identifies them according to their continuing character: workers of iniquity. Their 
wonderful works did not remove that identity because religious activity cannot cleanse the 
sinner’s nature. Proverbs 21:4 says, “the plowing of the wicked, is sin.” Even an outwardly 
useful act remains unacceptable as a basis of justification when it proceeds from unbelief 
and self-righteousness. Hebrews 11:6 states, “But without faith it is impossible to please 
him.” The lost religious worker may build hospitals, feed multitudes, preach eloquently, and 
stir emotions, yet if he rejects God’s righteousness and establishes his own, his works 
remain rooted in rebellion. A polished apple tied onto a dead tree does not make the tree 
alive. 

The difference between these workers of iniquity and a failing child of God must be 
maintained. A believer can sin grievously. David committed adultery and arranged a man’s 
death. Peter denied the Lord with cursing. The Corinthian church tolerated carnality, 
division, drunkenness at the Lord’s supper, and scandalous immorality. God did not treat 
those sins lightly. David was bitterly chastened. Peter went out and wept bitterly. Some 
Corinthians became weak and sickly, and some slept under physical judgment. Hebrews 
12:6 says, “For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he 
receiveth.” Chastening proves sonship; it does not cancel it. A father may discipline his 
child, remove privileges, and correct rebellion, but he does not reverse the birth. The saved 



sinner may lose fellowship, joy, usefulness, testimony, health, reward, and even physical 
life. He does not lose the eternal life God gave him. 

Matthew 7 is therefore not teaching that Christ disowns one of His sons because the son 
failed to produce enough works. It is revealing people who were never sons despite their 
works. John 1:12 says, “But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the 
sons of God, even to them that believe on his name.” Galatians 3:26 says, “For ye are all the 
children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.” Sonship comes through receiving Christ by faith, 
not through compiling religious achievements. Once placed into God’s family, the believer 
may require severe correction, but he is corrected as a child. The people in Matthew 7 
receive no chastening as sons; they receive banishment as strangers. You cannot lose a 
relationship you never possessed, and you cannot fall out of a family into which you were 
never born. 

VIII. False Assurance and Eternal Security Are Not the Same Doctrine 

The enemies of eternal security often point to false professors and say, “See, these people 
thought they were saved, so no one can know he is secure.” That conclusion is as sensible 
as saying counterfeit money proves genuine currency does not exist. A counterfeit depends 
upon the existence of the genuine. Matthew 7 warns that a person can possess false 
assurance when his confidence rests in profession, ritual, experience, or works. First John, 
however, was written “that ye may know that ye have eternal life” (1 John 5:13). God does 
not want His children floating between presumption and panic. He gives objective 
assurance grounded in the testimony concerning His Son: “He that hath the Son hath life; 
and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life” (1 John 5:12). The question is not whether 
your emotional temperature is high enough today. The question is whether your confidence 
rests upon the Son God has provided. 

False assurance says, “I must be saved because I preach.” Biblical assurance says, “Christ 
died for my sins, rose again, and promised life to the believer.” False assurance says, “I felt 
something powerful.” Biblical assurance says, “He that believeth on the Son hath 
everlasting life” (John 3:36). False assurance says, “I was baptized, joined the church, 
spoke religious words, reformed my habits, or performed spiritual works.” Biblical 
assurance says, “Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus” (Romans 3:24). The difference is not minor. It is the difference between standing on 
a granite foundation and standing on a stage prop painted to resemble one. Both may look 
solid from the auditorium, but only one will hold when judgment places its full weight upon 
it. 



Eternal security does not promise safety to an unbeliever who merely borrows Christian 
terminology. It promises security to the sinner who has been saved by grace, sealed by the 
Holy Spirit, baptized by one Spirit into the body of Christ, and made accepted in the 
beloved. The doctrine does not say, “Everyone who claims salvation is secure.” It says that 
everyone whom God actually saves is secure because salvation is His work. The 
counterfeit professor should tremble, but the genuine believer should not allow the 
counterfeit’s exposure to make him doubt the faithfulness of God. If a stranger falsely 
claims to be part of your family, exposing his false claim does not cause your actual 
children to vanish from the birth records. Matthew 7 separates strangers from sons; it does 
not turn sons back into strangers. 

Conclusion 

The central statement of Matthew 7:21–23 remains exactly where Christ placed it: “I never 
knew you.” Every interpretation must pass through those four words. The passage does not 
say Christ knew these people savingly and later forgot them. It does not say they possessed 
eternal life until their works became insufficient. It does not say they were sealed until the 
seal cracked. It does not say they were born again and then spiritually unborn. It presents 
religious men who addressed Jesus correctly, claimed supernatural achievements, and 
expected entrance on the strength of their accomplishments, yet remained strangers to 
Him. Their condemnation demonstrates the emptiness of profession without possession, 
miracles without truth, service without salvation, and religion without regeneration. The 
door did not close because they lost eternal life. It never opened because they never came 
by faith through the finished work of Christ. 

This passage should cause every religious person to examine the object of his confidence. 
Do not merely ask whether you walked an aisle, repeated a prayer, joined a church, 
received baptism, preached sermons, taught classes, gave money, experienced wonders, 
or called Jesus “Lord.” Ask what you are trusting to justify you before God. If your answer 
finally circles back to something you did, felt, maintained, promised, surrendered, 
accomplished, or performed, your foundation is made of religious sawdust. The gospel is 
that “Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and that 
he rose again the third day according to the scriptures” (1 Corinthians 15:3–4). The 
Philippian jailer was not told to build a ministry résumé. He was told, “Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved” (Acts 16:31). Salvation begins where boasting ends. 

And once God saves the believer, the same Saviour who knows His sheep keeps them. He 
may chasten a rebellious son, strip away his usefulness, expose his foolishness, burn his 
worthless works at the judgment seat, and take him home early if necessary. Grace is not 
permission to sin; it is the reason sin cannot reverse the new birth. Matthew 7 threatens the 



pretender, not the possessor; the counterfeit, not the converted; the religious worker who 
never trusted Christ, not the failing child resting in Christ’s finished work. The men at the 
door brought their works and heard, “I never knew you.” The saved sinner brings no claim 
but the blood, no righteousness but Christ’s, and no confidence but God’s promise. 
Religion says, “Look what I did in thy name.” Faith says, “Look what thou didst for me.” One 
plea is thrown out of court. The other is already seated in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. 

 

 

4 of 10: Can a Christian Lose His Salvation? — The Unpardonable Sin Was a National 
Rejection of the King, Not a Bad Thought in the Church Age 

Key Passage: Matthew 12:31–32 — “Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and 
blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost 
shall not be forgiven unto men. And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of 
man, it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall 
not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world to come.” 

Few passages have been turned into a more effective instrument of religious torment than 
Matthew 12:31–32. A saved believer remembers an angry sentence uttered twenty years 
ago, a foolish season of rebellion, an intrusive thought that passed through his mind, or 
some blasphemous idea that struck without invitation, and immediately fears that he has 
committed the one sin Calvary cannot reach. Meanwhile, the preacher who should open 
the passage and explain its setting sometimes stands there rattling the chains, dropping 
his voice, and leaving the poor soul wondering whether salvation came with an invisible 
trapdoor underneath it. But the Bible was not written to manufacture confusion. The 
unpardonable sin was not a random mental stumble committed by a frightened Christian 
in the body of Christ. It occurred in a precise historical and dispensational setting, involved 
the visible ministry of Israel’s Messiah, concerned authenticated kingdom signs performed 
through the Spirit of God, and formed part of the nation’s deliberate rejection of its King. 

The men involved were not tenderhearted believers trembling because an ugly thought 
crossed their minds during prayer. They were hardened Pharisees standing face-to-face 
with the evidence God had placed before Israel. They watched Jesus Christ heal a demon-
possessed man who was blind and dumb. The miracle was so unmistakable that “all the 
people were amazed, and said, Is not this the son of David?” (Matthew 12:23). That title 
was not small talk. “The son of David” identified the promised King, the heir to David’s 
throne, and the Messiah whose kingdom Israel had been taught to expect. The Pharisees 
understood the implication, saw the miracle, heard the testimony, and deliberately 



attributed the Spirit’s work to the devil: “This fellow doth not cast out devils, but by 
Beelzebub the prince of the devils” (Matthew 12:24). Their sin was not ignorance fumbling 
in the dark. It was religious rebellion staring at noon and calling it midnight. 

The Church-age gospel does not announce that Christ died for every sin except the one you 
thought about during a bad afternoon. Paul declares “that Christ died for our sins 
according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day 
according to the scriptures” (1 Corinthians 15:3–4). Colossians 2:13 says God has forgiven 
believers “all trespasses.” Ephesians 1:7 says, “In whom we have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace.” The blood of Christ is 
not a short blanket that covers ordinary sins while leaving one frightened believer’s feet 
hanging out in condemnation. Matthew 12 must be believed exactly as written, but it must 
also be left where God placed it. A verse without its setting becomes a loaded pistol in the 
hand of a theological toddler. 

I. The Miracle Identified the King Before the Pharisees Rejected Him 

Matthew records the event that provoked Christ’s warning: “Then was brought unto him 
one possessed with a devil, blind, and dumb: and he healed him, insomuch that the blind 
and dumb both spake and saw” (Matthew 12:22). This was no vague claim of temporary 
relief from a sore shoulder. The man had been unable to see and unable to speak because 
of devil possession, and Christ restored both faculties. The evidence was visible, 
immediate, and public. Israel’s Messiah was not hiding behind stained glass while asking 
the crowd to trust an unverifiable testimony. He was displaying the powers of the coming 
kingdom in front of witnesses. Isaiah had prophesied, “Then the eyes of the blind shall be 
opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped” (Isaiah 35:5). The miracle stood 
before Israel like a royal banner announcing that the King had arrived. 

The people understood enough to ask, “Is not this the son of David?” They were connecting 
the sign with the Davidic Messiah. God had promised David, “thy throne shall be 
established for ever” (2 Samuel 7:16). The prophets had spoken of a righteous Branch who 
would reign as King. Isaiah 11:1 declared, “And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem 
of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots.” Jeremiah 23:5 promised David “a 
righteous Branch” who would “reign and prosper.” When Christ healed the blind and dumb 
man, the crowd did not respond by discussing health-care policy. They asked the prophetic 
question: Could this be David’s Son? The miracle pressed the nation toward a decision 
concerning its King. 

The Pharisees heard the question and rushed to smother it. They could not deny the 
miracle because the healed man was standing there with working eyes and a working 



tongue. So they attacked its source. This is a familiar maneuver in religious politics: when 
the facts refuse to disappear, slander the power behind them. They declared that Christ 
cast out devils “by Beelzebub the prince of the devils.” That accusation was not an 
accidental sentence uttered by a confused bystander. It was an official religious response 
to messianic evidence. The custodians of Israel’s religion examined the credentials of their 
King and stamped them “Satanic.” When religious authority becomes married to pride, it 
would rather call God the devil than admit the Bible proved it wrong. 

II. Christ Identified the Power as the Spirit of God 

The Lord answered their charge with ruthless simplicity: “Every kingdom divided against 
itself is brought to desolation; and every city or house divided against itself shall not stand” 
(Matthew 12:25). If Satan were casting out Satan, he would be demolishing his own 
kingdom. The Pharisees wanted Christ’s power to be satanic, but their explanation required 
the devil to wage a suicidal war against himself. Religious unbelief will swallow a camel, 
saddle it, and ride it through the church foyer if doing so keeps Christ from receiving the 
glory. Their accusation was not merely wicked; it was stupid. Sin darkens the heart first, 
and the darkened heart eventually makes an educated fool out of the head. 

Christ then asked, “And if I by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do your children cast 
them out?” (Matthew 12:27). Their judgment was crooked because it was selectively 
applied. They tolerated claims of exorcism among their own associates but condemned 
Christ’s undeniable work because His authority threatened their position. The issue was 
not careful doctrinal examination. It was religious envy wearing a judge’s robe. Matthew 
27:18 later says Pilate knew “that for envy they had delivered him.” The Pharisees did not 
reject Christ because the evidence was insufficient. They rejected the evidence because 
Christ was sufficient without them. A religious system can forgive almost anything except 
the appearance of a Saviour who does not need its permission. 

Then Christ named the true source of the miracle: “But if I cast out devils by the Spirit of 
God, then the kingdom of God is come unto you” (Matthew 12:28). The miracle was 
performed by the Spirit of God and authenticated the presence of the King and His kingdom 
power. That sentence defines the crime. The Pharisees were not merely insulting Jesus as a 
man; words against the Son of man could be forgiven. They were knowingly identifying the 
Holy Ghost’s authenticated testimony to Israel’s Messiah as the operation of Beelzebub. 
The Holy Ghost pointed to the King, and Israel’s rulers called that testimony devilish. They 
took the sign God provided to reveal His Son and used it as evidence for rejecting Him. That 
is considerably more specific than having an ugly thought while washing the dishes. 

III. Mark Tells Us Exactly What They Said and Why Christ Warned Them 



Mark’s account removes any excuse for theological fog. After warning that blasphemy 
against the Holy Ghost “hath never forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal damnation,” 
Mark adds the inspired explanation: “Because they said, He hath an unclean spirit” (Mark 
3:29–30). There is the offense in black ink. Christ issued the warning because those men 
said that the Spirit empowering His messianic ministry was an unclean spirit. The Holy 
Ghost did not leave the reader to hunt through a maze of speculation. The text supplies 
both the warning and the reason. The unpardonable sin was not defined as feeling 
doubtful, becoming discouraged, speaking foolishly in anger, or being attacked by a 
blasphemous thought. It was connected to what those rulers said about the power 
operating through Christ during His earthly presentation to Israel. 

Words matter because words reveal the heart. Christ says in Matthew 12:34, “O generation 
of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? for out of the abundance of the heart 
the mouth speaketh.” Their accusation did not spring from a momentary mental invasion 
they hated and resisted. It flowed from their settled corruption. They were a “generation of 
vipers,” religious descendants of the serpent, opposing the One whom the Spirit 
authenticated. The Lord continued, “A good man out of the good treasure of the heart 
bringeth forth good things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things” 
(Matthew 12:35). Their words were not an unfortunate verbal accident. They were fruit 
revealing the poison in the root. 

Christ also warned, “That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account 
thereof in the day of judgment” (Matthew 12:36). That verse establishes the seriousness of 
human speech, but it does not make every idle word the unpardonable sin. If it did, the 
exception would swallow the rule, for James says, “If any man offend not in word, the same 
is a perfect man” (James 3:2). Every sinner has committed sins of speech. Peter cursed and 
swore while denying Christ, yet Peter was restored and commissioned to feed the Lord’s 
sheep. The distinguishing feature in Matthew 12 is not that the Pharisees used sinful words. 
It is what those words deliberately declared about the Holy Ghost’s testimony to Israel’s 
King. Confusing every sinful sentence with the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost is like 
confusing every spark with the fire that burned Sodom. 

IV. The Sin Belonged to Israel’s Escalating Rejection of the Kingdom 

John the Baptist began preaching, “Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” 
(Matthew 3:2). After John was imprisoned, Christ preached the same announcement in 
Matthew 4:17. He then sent the twelve specifically to “the lost sheep of the house of Israel,” 
commanding them, “And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand” 
(Matthew 10:6–7). The accompanying signs—healing the sick, cleansing lepers, raising the 
dead, and casting out devils—authenticated that kingdom proclamation to Israel. These 



instructions were not a commission to establish Gentile churches across the Roman 
Empire. They concerned Israel, her Messiah, and her promised kingdom. Reading Matthew 
while erasing Israel is like reading Exodus while erasing Egypt; after a while, all that remains 
is religious confetti. 

Matthew traces a mounting national rejection. Herod sought to kill the young King. 
Religious leaders challenged His authority, condemned His disciples, accused Him of 
Sabbath violation, and plotted “how they might destroy him” (Matthew 12:14). Cities that 
witnessed mighty works refused to repent. Matthew 11 records Christ’s denunciation of 
Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum. Then Matthew 12 reaches a decisive crisis when the 
rulers attribute a messianic sign performed by the Spirit of God to Beelzebub. The rejection 
would later culminate in the nation’s cry before Pilate: “Away with him,” and, “We have no 
king but Caesar” (John 19:15). A nation chosen to receive God’s King preferred a pagan 
emperor because Caesar did not expose its religious pride. 

The consequences begin to appear immediately. After the Pharisees’ accusation, they ask 
Christ for another sign, and He answers, “An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a 
sign; and there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas” (Matthew 
12:39). The emphasis shifts toward His death, burial, and resurrection. In Matthew 13, 
Christ begins speaking the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven in parables, explaining that 
judicial blindness had fallen upon those who had closed their eyes and ears. The national 
movement was away from the open presentation of the King and toward judgment upon 
unbelief. The unpardonable sin belongs in that historical current. It was part of Israel’s 
official rejection of authenticated kingdom light, not a secret land mine buried in the 
Church-age believer’s mind. 

V. Grieving or Quenching the Spirit Is Not Blasphemy Against the Holy Ghost 

The Church-age epistles warn believers, “And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye 
are sealed unto the day of redemption” (Ephesians 4:30). Notice the construction. The 
same believer who can grieve the Spirit is sealed by that Spirit “unto the day of 
redemption.” Paul does not say, “Grieve not the Spirit, lest He break the seal, erase your 
new birth, and deliver you to eternal damnation.” He grounds the warning in the security of 
the believer’s relationship. Because the Holy Spirit permanently indwells and seals the 
Christian, the Christian’s corrupt speech, bitterness, wrath, anger, clamour, evil speaking, 
and malice grieve the One dwelling within him. Grief is the sorrow caused within an existing 
relationship; it is not the annihilation of that relationship. 

First Thessalonians 5:19 says, “Quench not the Spirit.” To quench the Spirit is to suppress, 
hinder, or refuse His proper operation in the believer’s walk and service. It does not mean 



that the Christian has repeated the Pharisees’ offense in Matthew 12. A believer may resist 
the Spirit’s leading, neglect prayer, ignore Scripture, refuse service, tolerate sin, and 
smother spiritual usefulness beneath the wet blanket of carnality. God will address that 
rebellion through conviction, chastening, loss of fellowship, loss of fruit, loss of reward, 
and possibly physical judgment. But quenching is not becoming spiritually unborn. The fire 
of service may be smothered while the seal of salvation remains intact. 

Neither should ordinary blasphemy be confused with the specific blasphemy against the 
Holy Ghost. Christ begins the warning by saying, “All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be 
forgiven unto men.” That statement is broad before the exception becomes narrow. Men 
have cursed God, mocked Christ, ridiculed Scripture, and spoken wickedly before being 
brought under conviction and saved. The exception is not every blasphemous word. It is 
“the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost” as defined by the surrounding event and by Mark’s 
statement, “Because they said, He hath an unclean spirit.” A man who makes every 
blasphemy unpardonable has contradicted the first half of Christ’s sentence while 
pretending to defend the second. 

VI. Paul Was a Blasphemer Who Obtained Mercy 

Paul’s testimony drives another nail into the coffin of the notion that any blasphemous 
statement automatically places a sinner beyond forgiveness. He writes in 1 Timothy 1:13 
that he “was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained mercy, 
because I did it ignorantly in unbelief.” Paul did not merely entertain one unpleasant 
thought. He persecuted Christ’s followers, approved Stephen’s death, entered houses, 
dragged out men and women, committed saints to prison, and “made havock of the 
church” (Acts 8:3). Acts 26:11 records his own confession: “And I punished them oft in 
every synagogue, and compelled them to blaspheme.” If blasphemy in the general sense 
were unpardonable, Paul could not have become the apostle of grace. 

Paul’s ignorance does not mean he was innocent. He calls himself a blasphemer, 
persecutor, and injurious man. Ignorance never transformed his wickedness into virtue. But 
it distinguishes his conduct from the deliberate Pharisaical verdict in Matthew 12. Paul 
acted “ignorantly in unbelief” and later submitted when the risen Christ confronted him. 
The Pharisees watched the Spirit’s evidence and knowingly hardened themselves against 
it. They were not begging for light; they were trying to extinguish the Light because it 
exposed them. Paul could say after conversion, “I was not disobedient unto the heavenly 
vision” (Acts 26:19). When truth stopped him on the Damascus road, he did not hold a 
committee meeting to decide whether the light came from Beelzebub. 



Paul then explains why he became a public trophy of mercy: “Howbeit for this cause I 
obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, for a pattern 
to them which should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting” (1 Timothy 1:16). God 
took a blaspheming persecutor and made him the pattern of longsuffering for those who 
would afterward believe. That is not a hidden threat; it is a trumpet blast for grace. If Jesus 
Christ saved Saul of Tarsus, the blood has not run out because a sinner said something 
wicked before conversion. If Christ preserved Paul after conversion, salvation is not 
suspended from a thread of human perfection. Grace did not find Paul polishing 
hymnbooks. It found him breathing out threatenings and slaughter and turned the wolf into 
a shepherd. 

VII. Calvary Contains No Hidden Exception for a Frightened Believer 

Paul declares in Acts 13:38–39, “Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that 
through this man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: And by him all that believe 
are justified from all things.” “All things” does not mean most things with an invisible 
footnote directing the reader back to one intrusive thought. Romans 8:1 says, “There is 
therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus.” Colossians 2:13 says 
God has forgiven believers “all trespasses.” Hebrews 10:14 declares, “For by one offering 
he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.” Christ’s sacrifice was not an 
installment payment requiring the believer to keep the account from falling into 
foreclosure. His one offering accomplished what no religious work could accomplish. 

A believer may be attacked by blasphemous thoughts without consenting to them. The 
flesh is corrupt, the world is filthy, and Satan fires “fiery darts” at the saints (Ephesians 
6:16). A thought entering the mind is not identical to the will embracing it, and temptation is 
not identical to yielding. Christ was “in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin” 
(Hebrews 4:15). The devil placed blasphemous propositions before Christ in the 
wilderness, urging Him to tempt God and bow before Satan. The presence of a temptation 
did not stain the Lord who rejected it. Likewise, a Christian horrified by an unwanted 
thought has not reenacted the Pharisees’ deliberate national rejection of messianic 
testimony. Satan throws mud at the window and then accuses the householder of 
manufacturing the mud. 

The person tormented by fear that he committed the unpardonable sin usually displays the 
opposite disposition from the Pharisees. Those Pharisees were not worried that they had 
offended the Holy Ghost. They were confident, calculating, hostile, and determined to 
discredit Christ. A frightened soul who wants forgiveness, believes Christ is Lord, grieves 
over sin, and fears separation from God is not standing in Matthew 12 with the rulers calling 
the Holy Ghost Beelzebub. Concern itself is not the basis of salvation—Christ’s finished 



work is—but the concern exposes the absurdity of the accusation. The conscience tender 
enough to fear offending God is not behaving like the hardened religious vipers who looked 
at the Spirit’s work and called it satanic. 

Conclusion 

The unpardonable sin must be defined by the passage that records it. Jesus Christ stood 
physically present before Israel, authenticated as David’s Son by messianic works 
performed through the Spirit of God. The religious rulers witnessed the evidence, 
understood its significance, and deliberately attributed that power to Beelzebub. Mark 
records the reason for Christ’s warning: “Because they said, He hath an unclean spirit.” 
Their words formed part of Israel’s escalating rejection of its King and the kingdom 
proclaimed as being at hand. That historical and doctrinal setting cannot be stuffed into 
the private fears of a Christian living in the dispensation of the grace of God without doing 
violence to the text. 

Grieving the Spirit is not the unpardonable sin. Quenching the Spirit is not the 
unpardonable sin. An angry outburst, an intrusive thought, a season of doubt, pre-
conversion blasphemy, resisting conviction, backsliding, and ordinary sins of speech are 
not the specific offense described in Matthew 12. They may be wicked, damaging, and 
worthy of confession and correction, but they are not all interchangeable merely because a 
nervous theologian keeps them in the same junk drawer. Peter denied Christ and was 
restored. Paul was a blasphemer and obtained mercy. Corinthian believers committed 
scandalous sins and were chastened as sons. The Bible knows how to distinguish 
damnation from chastening, strangers from sons, and national rejection from a believer’s 
troubled conscience. 

The gospel remains what God declared through Paul: Christ died for our sins, was buried, 
and rose again. The sinner who believes is justified “from all things,” receives everlasting 
life, is sealed by the Holy Spirit, and is made a member of Christ’s body. Calvary has no 
trapdoor hidden beneath one frightened believer’s past. A thought did not outrun the blood, 
a foolish sentence did not overpower the resurrection, and a season of doubt did not break 
the Father’s hand. The unpardonable sin was committed by hard men rejecting revealed 
light, not by saved people trembling because they fear they went too far. The Pharisees saw 
the Spirit’s testimony and called it devilish; the believer sees Christ’s finished work and 
calls it sufficient. Religion keeps frightened souls staring at their worst moment. Grace 
turns their eyes toward Christ’s final words: “It is finished.” 

 

 



5 of 10: Can a Christian Lose His Salvation? — “Impossible to Renew Them Again” — 
Hebrews 6 Is Not a Revolving Door at Calvary 

Key Passage: Hebrews 6:4–6 — “For it is impossible for those who were once 
enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy 
Ghost, And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come, If 
they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to 
themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame.” 

Hebrews 6 has been used to frighten more saved people than a cemetery gate swinging 
open at midnight. A believer reads the words “it is impossible,” “fall away,” and “renew 
them again unto repentance,” and some religious alarm salesman immediately informs 
him that one serious failure can tear him out of Christ, break the Holy Spirit’s seal, cancel 
justification, reverse regeneration, and convert everlasting life into temporary probation. 
The preacher usually emphasizes the terror while quietly ignoring the details. He never 
explains who the Hebrews are, what “the powers of the world to come” means, why the 
passage speaks of crucifying the Son of God “afresh,” or why verse 9 distinguishes the 
preceding experiences from “things that accompany salvation.” He merely shakes the 
passage over the congregation like a sack containing a rattlesnake. Fear is easy to 
manufacture when context has been escorted out of the building. 

The passage is severe because God intended it to be severe. Right division does not 
weaken the warning; it aims the warning at the people standing in its line of fire. Hebrews 
concerns a Hebrew people with a Hebrew history, Hebrew covenants, a Hebrew 
priesthood, Hebrew sacrifices, Hebrew promises, and a coming Hebrew kingdom. Its 
pages are filled with Moses, Aaron, Joshua, Melchisedec, the tabernacle, the sanctuary, the 
altar, the covenant, the wilderness, the promised rest, and “the world to come.” It speaks 
powerfully to Jewish believers living during the apostolic transition, and its prophetic 
warnings will possess special force for Hebrews facing the final pressure of the Tribulation. 
The reader who erases all that and replaces every warning with a Baptist losing salvation 
has not interpreted the book. He has merely painted his denominational fears over God’s 
words. 

Hebrews 6 does not describe a Christian committing an ugly sin, confessing it, and 
discovering that the blood has stopped working. Nor does it present salvation as a revolving 
door through which a man enters, falls out, repents, reenters, fails again, and spends the 
rest of his life spinning in religious panic. The passage says that renewal is impossible after 
the decisive falling away it describes. If the conditional-security preacher insists that these 
verses teach a saved man can lose eternal life, then he must also preach that the man can 
never be saved again. Yet the same preacher who uses Hebrews 6 to scare the backslider 



will usually invite that backslider to come forward and “get saved again.” He borrows the 
warning but refuses its conclusion. That is not Bible doctrine; it is theological 
pickpocketing. 

I. The Name “Hebrews” Is Not Decorative Lettering 

The title tells the reader where to begin: The Epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Hebrews. 
The Holy Ghost did not call it “Paul’s General Letter to Every Church-Age Gentile 
Concerning How to Lose Salvation.” Its doctrinal furniture is Hebrew from wall to wall. 
Hebrews 1 opens with God speaking “unto the fathers by the prophets.” Hebrews 2 
discusses the great salvation “which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord” and was 
confirmed by eyewitnesses with “signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of 
the Holy Ghost.” Hebrews 3 compares Christ with Moses and warns from Israel’s 
wilderness rebellion. Hebrews 4 discusses the promised rest. Hebrews 5 introduces the 
priesthood of Melchisedec. Hebrews 7–10 compares the Levitical priesthood and sacrifices 
with Christ’s superior priesthood and one offering. You would have to trip over half the Old 
Testament before reaching chapter 6. 

That Hebrew setting does not mean the Church receives no truth, doctrine, comfort, or 
application from the book. Every word of God is pure, and “all scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable” (2 Timothy 3:16). But profitable does not mean every 
verse gives the same doctrinal instruction to every person in every age. Noah was told to 
build an ark. Abraham was told to offer Isaac. Israel was told to keep the sabbath. The 
twelve were told not to go into the way of the Gentiles. The Church is told that Christ “hath 
broken down the middle wall of partition” and created one new man. Every command is 
inspired, but the workman must be “rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). A 
man who gives every command to everybody is not more faithful to the Bible; he is merely 
handing out other people’s mail. 

Hebrews addresses a community containing genuine believers, professing believers, 
wavering Hebrews, and people standing beneath extraordinary light without having settled 
their faith upon God’s final provision in His Son. That mixed audience explains the shifts in 
address. Hebrews 3:1 speaks to “holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling.” Hebrews 
6:9 says, “But, beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, and things that accompany 
salvation, though we thus speak.” The writer can warn concerning “those” and “they,” then 
turn to the beloved and express confidence concerning “you.” The passage is not a flat 
statement that every person described in verses 4–6 had been justified, regenerated, 
sealed into Christ, and then spiritually unborn. The Holy Ghost knows how to say “saved.” 
His refusal to use that word in the warning deserves more respect than a theology 
textbook’s determination to insert it. 



II. The Passage Never Says They Were Justified or Sealed 

The expressions in Hebrews 6 are strong: “once enlightened,” “tasted of the heavenly gift,” 
“made partakers of the Holy Ghost,” “tasted the good word of God,” and experienced “the 
powers of the world to come.” None should be softened into meaningless religious contact. 
These people received tremendous light and participated in extraordinary supernatural 
blessings. Yet the passage never says they were justified by faith, reconciled to God, born 
again, baptized by one Spirit into the body of Christ, sealed unto the day of redemption, 
made accepted in the beloved, or seated in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. Those are the 
expressions the Holy Ghost uses when defining the Church’s spiritual position in Paul’s 
epistles. Hebrews 6 describes privileged experience and fearful accountability, but 
experience and regeneration are not automatically identical. 

To be “enlightened” is to receive light, but receiving light does not guarantee believing the 
light. John 1:9 calls Christ “the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the 
world.” John 3:19 then explains, “light is come into the world, and men loved darkness 
rather than light, because their deeds were evil.” The Pharisees received more light than 
most people who ever lived. They heard Christ preach, saw Him heal, watched Him raise 
the dead, and studied the Scriptures that testified of Him. Yet Christ told them, “ye will not 
come to me, that ye might have life” (John 5:40). Enlightenment increases responsibility; it 
does not mechanically produce regeneration. A man can stand beneath a blazing lamp 
with his eyes clenched shut. The fault is not in the lamp. 

Nor does “partakers of the Holy Ghost” force the passage into Pauline sealing. To partake is 
to share in, participate in, or experience the operation of something. Israel repeatedly 
participated in supernatural blessings without every participant possessing saving faith. 
Saul had the Spirit of God come upon him and prophesied, yet his history ended in 
rebellion and ruin. Balaam spoke inspired prophecy while loving “the wages of 
unrighteousness” (2 Peter 2:15). Judas belonged to the twelve who were given authority 
over unclean spirits and sent to preach the kingdom, yet Christ called him “the son of 
perdition” (John 17:12). Supernatural participation is not identical to spiritual union with 
Christ. A man can feel the rain, drink from the stream, and stand in the sunlight without 
owning the land from which those blessings came. 

III. “Tasted” Describes Real Experience, but It Does Not Define the New Birth 

Some commentators attempt to solve the passage by saying “tasted” means these people 
merely sampled the blessing without truly experiencing it. That answer is too thin to bear 
the passage’s weight. Hebrews 2:9 says Christ “should taste death for every man.” Christ 
did not nibble at death like a nervous customer sampling cheese at a grocery counter. He 



truly died. Therefore, “tasted” can describe an actual and serious experience. The word 
should not be watered down merely because the passage is difficult. But neither should it 
be inflated into a technical synonym for regeneration. Christ tasted death, yet He did not 
become death. The Hebrews tasted the heavenly gift and the good word of God, but those 
phrases must still be interpreted in their own setting. 

Israel’s wilderness history supplies the controlling background. First Corinthians 10 says, 
“all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; And were all baptized 
unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea.” They “did all eat the same spiritual meat; And did 
all drink the same spiritual drink.” The Rock accompanying them was Christ. Those people 
experienced redemption from Egypt, passed through the sea, stood beneath the cloud, ate 
bread from heaven, drank water supplied supernaturally, heard the word of God at Sinai, 
and witnessed signs that made Egypt tremble. Yet Paul says, “with many of them God was 
not well pleased: for they were overthrown in the wilderness” (1 Corinthians 10:5). 
Participation in national and supernatural privilege did not prove individual faith. 

Hebrews 3–4 has already brought that wilderness generation before the reader. Hebrews 
3:16 asks, “For some, when they had heard, did provoke: howbeit not all that came out of 
Egypt by Moses.” Verse 19 gives the verdict: “So we see that they could not enter in because 
of unbelief.” They were enlightened by revelation, tasted heavenly manna, partook of the 
cloud’s leading, heard the good word of God, and saw the powers of a divine deliverance. 
Nevertheless, they hardened their hearts and fell in the wilderness. Hebrews 6 continues 
that warning pattern. A Hebrew surrounded by apostolic testimony and kingdom powers 
must not assume that proximity to blessing equals possession of salvation. Egypt was 
behind Israel, Canaan was before them, and unbelief buried a generation between the two. 

IV. “The Powers of the World to Come” Point Beyond the Present Church Age 

Hebrews 6:5 does not merely say these people witnessed miracles. It calls them “the 
powers of the world to come.” That expression must be allowed to speak. Hebrews 2:5 
says, “For unto the angels hath he not put in subjection the world to come, whereof we 
speak.” The book is looking toward a coming order in which the Son will visibly reign and the 
promises made to Israel will be fulfilled. The signs accompanying Christ’s ministry and the 
apostles’ early ministry were previews of that coming kingdom. Blind eyes opened, lame 
men walked, devils were cast out, the dead were raised, and supernatural gifts 
authenticated the kingdom testimony. Those powers were samples of what the earth will 
experience beneath its rightful King. 

Hebrews 2:3–4 says the great salvation “at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and 
was confirmed unto us by them that heard him; God also bearing them witness, both with 



signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost.” The supernatural 
gifts were divine witnesses confirming the message. They were especially significant in 
Israel, for “the Jews require a sign” (1 Corinthians 1:22). Acts opens with apostles 
preaching to Israel in Jerusalem, the temple, and the synagogues while miracles 
authenticate their testimony concerning the risen Messiah. A lame man at the temple gate 
rises and walks. The sick are healed. Devils are expelled. Stephen performs “great wonders 
and miracles among the people.” The nation is being confronted with the resurrection and 
power of the King it rejected. 

Those apostolic signs were not the permanent basis of Christian assurance. Paul never told 
a Gentile convert to prove salvation by displaying “the powers of the world to come.” He 
pointed believers to the gospel, the promises of God, and the indwelling Spirit’s seal. The 
Hebrews, however, had witnessed a unique transitional outpouring connected with Israel’s 
renewed opportunity to respond to its risen Messiah. To experience those powers and then 
turn decisively against the Son was not ordinary backsliding. It was to reject heaven’s 
confirmed testimony after standing in its full blaze. The greater the light rejected, the darker 
the resulting judgment. A man who stumbles in twilight is not in the same condition as a 
man who smashes every lamp because he has declared war on the light. 

V. Falling Away Is Decisive Apostasy, Not an Ordinary Believer’s Failure 

Hebrews 6 says, “If they shall fall away,” not, “If they commit a sin,” “If they lose their 
temper,” “If they neglect prayer,” or, “If they go through a cold season.” The falling away is 
tied to a decisive repudiation of the Son after receiving extraordinary light and covenant 
privilege. These people do not merely stumble while moving toward Christ; they turn from 
God’s final provision and align themselves with the rejection that crucified Him. The proof 
appears in the explanation: “seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and 
put him to an open shame.” Their act is not private discouragement. It publicly identifies 
Christ with shame and treats His once-for-all sacrifice as something to be rejected and 
replaced. 

The Hebrew temptation was especially severe. A Jew confessing Christ could face 
separation from family, synagogue, temple worship, national identity, and the religious 
structure he had known from childhood. The visible temple still stood when the transitional 
conflict began. Priests still offered sacrifices. The old order possessed architecture, 
ceremony, ancestry, official approval, and centuries of tradition. Christ’s followers often 
possessed persecution, reproach, and an invisible High Priest seated in heaven. The 
pressure was to abandon Christ’s sufficiency and return to the system whose rulers had 
rejected and crucified Him. But returning to those sacrifices after knowing Christ’s sacrifice 



would declare that His blood was insufficient. Apostasy always dresses like a return to 
safety while marching the soul away from God. 

The passage also looks prophetically toward Hebrews facing the final crisis before the 
kingdom. The Tribulation will place tremendous pressure upon Israel to accept a 
counterfeit ruler, participate in a counterfeit system, and reject the true Christ. Apostolic 
powers will again appear, but Satan will answer with “power and signs and lying wonders” 
(2 Thessalonians 2:9). The beast’s system will demand allegiance and punish resistance. In 
that setting, falling away after receiving full light will not be a minor lapse in Christian 
conduct. It will be a decisive abandonment of God’s testimony during the last conflict over 
the rightful King. Hebrews supplies doctrine for a people who will need more than a 
refrigerator magnet reading, “Try to have a nice day.” 

VI. “Impossible to Renew” Destroys the Revolving-Door Interpretation 

The strongest word in the passage is “impossible.” Hebrews uses that word carefully. 
Hebrews 6:18 says “it was impossible for God to lie.” Hebrews 10:4 says “it is not possible 
that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins.” Hebrews 11:6 says, “without 
faith it is impossible to please him.” Therefore, when Hebrews 6:4 says “it is impossible,” 
the warning is absolute. The passage does not describe a saved man losing salvation on 
Monday and recovering it during Wednesday prayer meeting. If these people are Church-
age Christians who lose regeneration, the text says they cannot be renewed again unto 
repentance. The doctrine would not be conditional security. It would be one-strike 
damnation. 

That fact exposes the inconsistency of religious systems that use Hebrews 6 to teach 
repeated salvation. A man is told he was saved, lost salvation through serious sin, and 
must return to the altar to receive salvation again. Months later, he fails and repeats the 
transaction. His religious life becomes a revolving door at Calvary, with Christ supposedly 
saving him, losing him, resaving him, and waiting for the next collapse. But Hebrews 6 
allows no such machinery. The preacher who claims the passage proves salvation can be 
lost must accept its declaration that renewal is impossible. If he refuses that conclusion, 
he has admitted he does not believe his own interpretation. 

Why is renewal impossible? Because there is no second Son of God and no second 
Calvary. Christ cannot be crucified “afresh.” Hebrews 9:26 says, “but now once in the end 
of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.” Hebrews 9:28 
adds, “So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many.” Hebrews 10:10 says believers 
are sanctified “through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” God’s final 
provision cannot be replaced, repeated, improved, or repaired. The apostate who 



knowingly rejects that provision has nowhere else to go. When a drowning man throws 
away the only lifeline, the problem is not that the ship failed to provide another brand of 
rope. 

VII. The Rain and the Ground Explain the Warning 

Hebrews 6:7–8 supplies God’s own illustration: “For the earth which drinketh in the rain 
that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet for them by whom it is dressed, 
receiveth blessing from God: But that which beareth thorns and briers is rejected, and is 
nigh unto cursing; whose end is to be burned.” The same rain falls upon two pieces of 
ground. Both drink it in. The difference appears in what the ground produces. One brings 
forth useful herbs and receives blessing. The other produces thorns and briers and 
approaches cursing. The rain represents real privilege and blessing, but receiving rain does 
not guarantee good fruit. What the ground produces reveals its response to what heaven 
supplied. 

The illustration does not describe good ground becoming bad ground through one serious 
failure. It contrasts two results beneath the same gracious visitation. Israel had repeatedly 
received rain from heaven—law, prophets, signs, covenants, promises, Christ’s personal 
ministry, apostolic testimony, and the Holy Ghost’s supernatural witness. Yet much of the 
nation produced the thorns of unbelief. Isaiah 5 had used similar imagery concerning the 
Lord’s vineyard: God did everything necessary for it, but when He looked for grapes, “it 
brought forth wild grapes.” Privilege does not cancel accountability. The more rain God 
sends, the less excuse barren ground has for producing thorns. 

Then comes the interpretive signpost conditional-security teachers regularly drive past at 
full speed: “But, beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, and things that 
accompany salvation, though we thus speak” (Hebrews 6:9). The writer distinguishes his 
beloved readers from the people in the warning and distinguishes the experiences listed in 
verses 4–5 from “things that accompany salvation.” If every phrase in verses 4–5 
automatically meant regeneration, verse 9 would be a strange way to speak. Instead, the 
writer says, in effect, “We have issued this warning, but concerning you we expect better 
things—things belonging with salvation.” The warning experiences were extraordinary, but 
extraordinary experience is not the same as saving possession. Fireworks can light the sky 
for a moment; only sunrise brings the day. 

Conclusion 

Hebrews 6 is not a description of a saved Christian becoming spiritually unborn because 
he sinned too severely. It is a warning to Hebrews standing amid tremendous covenant 
light, apostolic confirmation, supernatural participation, and kingdom powers. Their 



national history had already supplied the example of a generation delivered from Egypt, 
baptized unto Moses, fed with heavenly bread, refreshed by spiritual drink, and surrounded 
by God’s manifestations—yet overthrown in the wilderness because of unbelief. The 
warning calls Hebrews not to repeat that rebellion by rejecting God’s final revelation in His 
Son. The passage is about decisive apostasy beneath overwhelming light, not a struggling 
believer confessing a failure. 

The details establish the doctrine. The book is addressed to Hebrews. The “world to come” 
is in view. Apostolic signs confirm the kingdom testimony. The falling away crucifies the 
Son of God “afresh” and puts Him to open shame. Renewal becomes impossible because 
there is no second Calvary. The ground receives real rain, but its fruit exposes its response. 
Finally, verse 9 distinguishes the warned-about experiences from “things that accompany 
salvation.” Every part fits when the passage is allowed to remain in its Hebrew, transitional, 
and prophetic setting. The confusion begins only when a theologian empties the passage of 
Israel, pours a Church-age believer into the vacant space, and begins shouting that eternal 
life has an expiration date. 

The saved believer rests upon Christ’s once-for-all offering, not upon his own ability to 
remain flawless. Ephesians 1:13–14 says that after believing the gospel, the Christian is 
“sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the 
redemption of the purchased possession.” Hebrews itself declares that by one offering 
Christ “hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified” (Hebrews 10:14). God does not 
perfect a man “for ever” and then redefine forever after the man has a bad year. Hebrews 6 
warns against abandoning God’s final provision; it does not teach that God abandons those 
He has placed in Christ. Calvary is not a revolving door, salvation is not a rental agreement, 
and eternal life is not a religious library card revoked over unpaid fines. Christ offered one 
sacrifice, obtained eternal redemption, and sat down. The believer’s security rests where 
Christ is seated—not where human performance is staggering. 

 

 

6 of 10: Can a Christian Lose His Salvation? — “No More Sacrifice for Sins” — Hebrews 
10 Warns Against Rejecting the Only Sacrifice Left 

Key Passage: Hebrews 10:26–31 — “For if we sin wilfully after that we have received 
the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, But a certain 
fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the 
adversaries. He that despised Moses’ law died without mercy under two or three 
witnesses: Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, 



who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the 
covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto 
the Spirit of grace? For we know him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I 
will recompense, saith the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people. It is a 
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.” 

Hebrews 10:26 has been detached from its chapter, stripped of its Hebrew setting, and 
hung over believers like a meat hook: “For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the 
knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins.” The frightened 
Christian immediately remembers every time he knew something was wrong and did it 
anyway. He lost his temper knowingly. He entertained bitterness knowingly. He neglected 
prayer knowingly. He spoke harshly, yielded to temptation, or disobeyed light he already 
possessed. Then some religious undertaker announces that because the sin was wilful, 
Christ’s blood no longer applies and eternal life has been repossessed. If that 
interpretation were correct, every honest Christian would be condemned before breakfast. 
The only people claiming otherwise would be liars, lunatics, or church members who have 
redefined their favorite sins as innocent personality traits. 

The passage is not saying that Christ’s blood runs out when a believer deliberately 
disobeys. Hebrews 10 has just declared that Christ offered “one sacrifice for sins for ever” 
and “by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified” (Hebrews 10:12, 
14). The chapter contrasts the endless repetition of Levitical sacrifices with the final 
sufficiency of Christ’s offering. Under the law, priests stood daily because their work was 
never finished. Christ offered one sacrifice and “sat down on the right hand of God” 
because His redemptive work required no supplement. The warning therefore concerns the 
man who receives the knowledge of that final truth and then wilfully rejects it. If he turns 
away from the only sacrifice capable of taking away sins, no other sacrifice remains. The 
problem is not that Calvary became insufficient. The problem is that the apostate 
abandoned the only sufficient thing God ever provided. 

This is no small warning. The passage speaks of trampling the Son of God, treating 
covenant blood as unholy, insulting the Spirit of grace, facing fiery indignation, and falling 
into the hands of the living God. But the strength of the warning does not authorize a 
preacher to change its subject. It is aimed at Hebrews tempted to abandon Christ’s final 
sacrifice and retreat into a religious system God had already declared obsolete. Its 
prophetic edge reaches toward Hebrews who will face terrible pressure during the coming 
Tribulation to turn from the true Messiah and join a system of apostasy and counterfeit 
worship. Calvary is not one payment plan among several. Reject the Lamb, and Moses has 
no animal hidden behind the tabernacle that can finish the transaction. 



I. Hebrews 10 Begins With Repeated Sacrifices That Could Never Finish the Work 

Hebrews 10 opens with the law possessing “a shadow of good things to come, and not the 
very image of the things” (Hebrews 10:1). The sacrifices offered “year by year continually” 
could never make the worshippers perfect. If they had perfected the conscience, “would 
they not have ceased to be offered?” The question answers itself. Their repetition testified 
to their insufficiency. Every new sacrifice was a receipt proving the old one had not 
completed the job. Hebrews 10:3 says, “But in those sacrifices there is a remembrance 
again made of sins every year.” The altar remained busy because the blood of beasts 
provided ceremonial covering within the covenant but could not permanently remove sin. 

Hebrews 10:4 states the limitation plainly: “For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and 
of goats should take away sins.” A bull could die, but it could not redeem a man’s soul. A 
goat could bleed, but it could not supply the righteousness of God. Those animals were 
appointed shadows pointing toward the true Lamb, not competing saviours offering 
alternative redemption packages. John the Baptist identified the fulfillment when he saw 
Christ and cried, “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world” (John 
1:29). The law’s sacrifices were divinely appointed signposts, but only a religious fool 
camps beneath a sign after the destination has arrived. 

Christ came to do the Father’s will. Hebrews 10:9 says, “He taketh away the first, that he 
may establish the second.” That statement announces a change. The old covenant order 
was not being repaired, modernized, or given a fresh coat of ceremonial paint. It was being 
superseded by the fulfillment found in Christ. Verse 10 declares, “By the which will we are 
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” The phrase “once for 
all” closes the door on repeated offerings as thoroughly as God closed the door of Noah’s 
ark. The same chapter that warns, “there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,” has already 
explained why: the one effective sacrifice has come, and God will not send another Lamb 
to satisfy a man who despises this One. 

II. Christ Sat Down Because His One Sacrifice Was Enough 

Hebrews places the Levitical priest and the Lord Jesus Christ in deliberate contrast: “And 
every priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which 
can never take away sins” (Hebrews 10:11). The priest stands because his work continues. 
He offers “oftentimes” because the sacrifices cannot finish the business. The entire system 
resembles a religious treadmill: much movement, continual labor, repeated blood, and no 
final arrival. That does not make the law defective. The law performed exactly the 
temporary and prophetic work God assigned to it. The defect appears when men demand 
that a shadow do the work belonging only to the substance. 



Verse 12 then turns the entire picture around: “But this man, after he had offered one 
sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God.” One sacrifice. For sins. For 
ever. Sat down. A man must work hard to lose salvation in that sentence because every 
word is chained against him. Christ did not offer a partial sacrifice for minor sins until the 
believer committed something deliberate. He did not sit down nervously, waiting to see 
whether the Christian could keep the blood effective. His seated position declares the work 
complete. Calvary did not make salvation possible if man could finish it. Calvary finished 
what man could never begin. 

Hebrews 10:14 strengthens the conclusion: “For by one offering he hath perfected for ever 
them that are sanctified.” The perfection rests upon His offering, not their performance. It 
lasts “for ever,” not until their next deliberate failure. If verse 26 teaches that any wilful act 
of disobedience reverses salvation, then verse 14 becomes meaningless within twelve 
verses. The same inspired writer would say Christ perfected the sanctified forever and then 
announce that their next knowingly committed sin could terminate forever. God does not 
speak out of both sides of His mouth. The contradiction belongs to the interpreter who 
reads “for ever” with one eye and “sin wilfully” with the other, then refuses to let the eyes 
meet over the context. 

III. “Sin Wilfully” Refers to Abandoning the Truth, Not Every Deliberate Failure 

The expression “if we sin wilfully” must be interpreted by what follows. The passage does 
not leave the sin unnamed. Verse 29 describes it as treading underfoot the Son of God, 
counting the blood of the covenant an unholy thing, and doing despite unto the Spirit of 
grace. That is not an ordinary believer stumbling into carnality. It is a deliberate repudiation 
of Christ, His blood, and the Holy Ghost’s testimony after receiving the knowledge of the 
truth. Context supplies the definition, but religious fear merchants prefer leaving the sin 
undefined because an undefined threat can be fitted over every worried conscience like a 
black hood. 

Numbers 15 supplies an important Hebrew background. The law distinguished sins 
committed through ignorance from acts committed presumptuously. Numbers 15:30 says, 
“But the soul that doeth ought presumptuously…reproacheth the Lord; and that soul shall 
be cut off from among his people.” The presumptuous sinner despised the word of the Lord 
and broke His commandment in defiant rebellion. Hebrews takes that principle and applies 
the greater light brought by the Son. If despising Moses carried severe consequences, what 
punishment belongs to the man who knowingly despises the Son, the final sacrifice, and 
the Spirit of grace? Greater revelation produces greater responsibility. A man who rejects a 
candle may stumble in darkness; a man who shoots out the sun has declared war against 
heaven. 



Every sin contains an element of the will, but Scripture does not teach that every knowingly 
committed sin is final apostasy. David knew adultery and murder were wrong. Peter knew 
lying and denying Christ were wrong. The Corinthians knew drunkenness, division, 
fornication, and desecration of the Lord’s supper were wrong. God judged and chastened 
them severely, but none of those passages says Christ’s sacrifice ceased to apply. First 
John 2:1 addresses believers: “My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin 
not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” 
The verse does not say, “If the sin was accidental, you have an advocate, but if you meant 
it, pack for hell.” Christ’s advocacy is not restricted to sins committed by surprise. 

IV. “No More Sacrifice” Means No Alternative Sacrifice Exists 

The warning says, “there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins.” It does not say Christ’s 
sacrifice has lost its power. It says no other sacrifice remains for the person who rejects 
Christ’s offering. The old Levitical order cannot rescue him. The blood of bulls and goats 
cannot take away sins. The temple cannot manufacture another Calvary. Aaron’s 
priesthood cannot replace the High Priest after the order of Melchisedec. Once God has 
presented the final Lamb, the sacrificial inventory is empty. There is no second Son waiting 
in heaven’s stockroom for men who disliked the first. 

Imagine a Hebrew receiving the truth that Jesus is the Christ, seeing the apostolic 
testimony confirmed, confessing association with the Christian community, and then 
turning back toward temple sacrifices to escape reproach. His return would not be a 
harmless choice between equally valid forms of worship. By returning to the old sacrifices, 
he would publicly deny the sufficiency of Christ’s sacrifice. Every animal placed upon that 
altar as a substitute for Christ would announce that the blood of Jesus had failed. He would 
be identifying himself with the nation that rejected and crucified the Son of God. He would 
not be searching for more forgiveness; he would be abandoning the only blood that can 
provide it. 

Hebrews 9:22 says, “without shedding of blood is no remission,” but the next chapter 
explains whose blood completes the work. God will not accept religious substitutes after 
providing His Son. Water cannot replace the blood. Church membership cannot replace 
the blood. Moral reform cannot replace the blood. Mary, saints, sacraments, priests, 
philosophies, ceremonies, and animal offerings cannot replace the blood. Religion keeps a 
warehouse full of counterfeit payment methods, but heaven’s treasury recognizes one 
currency: “the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot” (1 
Peter 1:19). Reject that payment, and the account remains unpaid—not because the blood 
lacked value, but because the rebel treated it as worthless. 



V. Treading Underfoot the Son Reveals the Character of the Apostasy 

Hebrews 10:29 presents three connected acts. First, the apostate “hath trodden under foot 
the Son of God.” The language is deliberate contempt. He does not merely stumble while 
trying to follow Christ. He places Christ beneath his feet. Hebrews 6 spoke of crucifying the 
Son of God afresh and putting Him to open shame; Hebrews 10 describes the same 
direction of apostasy with even sharper language. The apostate treats the Son as 
something beneath him, not the Lord above him. This is rebellion enthroned, wearing 
religious robes and grinding its heel upon the only Saviour God recognizes. 

Second, he “hath counted the blood of the covenant…an unholy thing.” To count Christ’s 
blood unholy is to regard it as common, ordinary, or without saving distinction. The 
apostate places the blood of the Son alongside the blood of animals, or worse, beneath it. 
He turns from the substance to the shadow and pretends the shadow is safer because it 
has a temple, an established priesthood, and public approval. But ornate religion cannot 
convert common blood into redeeming blood. A golden altar does not improve a goat, and 
a priestly garment cannot give an animal the righteousness of God. The cross looked 
shameful to the world, but heaven knew that the blood shed there purchased eternal 
redemption. 

Third, he “hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace.” The Holy Ghost bore witness to the 
Son through Scripture, apostolic preaching, signs, wonders, gifts, conviction, and revealed 
truth. The apostate answers that gracious testimony with insult. He does not lack light; he 
despises it. He is not searching honestly; he is trampling knowingly. That is why the 
judgment is severe. Grace rejected does not become harmless. The Spirit who invites men 
to receive the Son also testifies against those who knowingly reject Him. Grace is free, but 
it is not cheap; and the man who spits upon God’s remedy has chosen to face the disease 
without a cure. 

VI. “Wherewith He Was Sanctified” Does Not Require Pauline Regeneration 

The phrase “the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified” is often treated as the 
final proof that the apostate was a regenerated Church-age believer. But “sanctified” does 
not always mean born again, justified, permanently sealed into Christ, and guaranteed a 
heavenly position. The basic idea is being set apart. Scripture uses sanctification in 
ceremonial, covenantal, relational, practical, and positional senses. Hebrews 9:13 says 
the blood of bulls and goats “sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh.” That sanctification 
was real, but it did not regenerate the soul. First Corinthians 7:14 says an unbelieving 
husband “is sanctified by the wife,” but that does not mean the unbeliever is automatically 
saved because he married a Christian. 



A Hebrew could be set apart within the covenant community, separated by association 
with Christ’s blood and the Holy Ghost’s testimony, and placed among people receiving 
extraordinary blessings without having reached Pauline spiritual union with Christ. Israel as 
a nation was sanctified unto God while multitudes within the nation remained unbelieving. 
The vessels of the tabernacle were sanctified, the altar was sanctified, priests were 
sanctified, and the people were ceremonially set apart. Sanctification must be defined by 
its context, not converted into a theological crowbar used to pry eternal security out of 
Ephesians. A word can have a range of biblical uses without becoming dishonest. 

The immediate chapter has already described the saved position produced by Christ’s 
offering: “By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ 
once for all,” and, “by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified” 
(Hebrews 10:10, 14). That positional perfection rests upon Christ’s completed sacrifice. 
Verse 29 describes a person who treats covenant blood as common despite being set apart 
beneath its privilege and testimony. It does not say a member of Christ’s body was 
unsealed, removed from Christ, spiritually amputated, and returned to Adam. A doctrinal 
conclusion requiring the reader to erase “perfected for ever” is not an explanation. It is a 
burglary committed twelve verses down the hallway. 

VII. The Fiery Judgment Belongs to Adversaries Who Reject the Son 

After the sacrifice is rejected, “there remaineth” only “a certain fearful looking for of 
judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries” (Hebrews 10:27). 
Notice the designation: adversaries. The passage does not call them chastened sons, 
grieving saints, or carnal brethren. They have positioned themselves as enemies against 
God’s Son. Having rejected the only sacrifice capable of removing sin, they face judgment 
with no covering. The fire does not prove that Christ failed to keep one of His sheep. It 
proves that an adversary rejected the Shepherd and chose to stand before God upon his 
own religious merit. 

The writer quotes the song of Moses: “Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense,” 
and, “The Lord shall judge his people.” Those words come from Deuteronomy 32, a deeply 
prophetic passage tracing Israel’s corruption, chastisement, latter-day trouble, and final 
divine intervention. Deuteronomy 32:35 says, “their foot shall slide in due time: for the day 
of their calamity is at hand.” Verse 36 says, “For the Lord shall judge his people, and repent 
himself for his servants.” Hebrews is not borrowing random threatening language from a 
Gentile devotional booklet. It reaches into Israel’s prophetic song and applies its warning to 
Hebrews standing beneath greater revelation. 



That prophetic framework will become increasingly urgent during the Tribulation, when 
Israel confronts the beast, counterfeit worship, persecution, and fiery judgment preceding 
the kingdom. Hebrews will have to choose between God’s true Son and the world’s false 
christ. Drawing back will not mean missing an extra jewel in a heavenly crown; it will mean 
placing oneself among the adversaries under indignation. The pressure will be immense, 
but God’s warning will be unmistakable. When the beast offers bread in exchange for 
worship, the bargain includes a funeral. Satan always prints the benefit in large letters and 
the damnation in ink too small for unbelief to read. 

Conclusion 

Hebrews 10:26–31 does not teach that one knowingly committed sin exhausts Christ’s 
blood. The chapter itself forbids that interpretation. Christ offered “one sacrifice for sins for 
ever,” sat down at God’s right hand, and “hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.” 
The wilful sin in context is the decisive abandonment of that final truth—the repudiation of 
the Son, the contemptuous treatment of His blood, and the insult offered to the Spirit of 
grace. No more sacrifice remains because God has no second Christ, no second Calvary, 
and no superior blood waiting behind the first offering. 

The warning is especially directed within a Hebrew and prophetic framework. The Levitical 
sacrifices could never take away sins. Returning to them after receiving the knowledge of 
Christ’s finished work would identify the apostate with the system that rejected the 
Messiah. Sanctification in the passage does not automatically equal Pauline regeneration 
and sealing; Scripture uses sanctification for covenantal and outward setting apart as well 
as the believer’s permanent position in Christ. The fiery indignation falls upon “adversaries” 
who reject the Son, not upon failing children whom the Father chastens. God disciplines 
His sons, but He judges His enemies. Mixing those two groups is how religion turns the 
family room into a courtroom. 

The believer’s security rests in the sacrifice Christ finished, not in the sinlessness the 
believer has never achieved. When a Christian fails, he does not need Christ crucified 
again. He has an Advocate with the Father and a High Priest who “ever liveth to make 
intercession” (Hebrews 7:25). His fellowship may be broken, his testimony damaged, his 
service ruined, his reward lost, and his flesh chastened, but Christ’s blood does not 
become common because the believer acted carnally. Hebrews 10 does not say Calvary 
failed after deliberate sin. It says Calvary is the only refuge from sin. Reject the Lamb, and 
Moses has no animal left in the stall. Receive the Lamb, and God has no charge left that His 
blood cannot answer. 

 



7 of 10: Can a Christian Lose His Salvation? — Fallen From Grace Is Not Fallen Out of 
Christ 

Key Passage: Galatians 5:1–6 — “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ 
hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. Behold, I Paul 
say unto you, that if ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing. For I testify 
again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole law. Christ 
is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen 
from grace. For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith. For in 
Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith 
which worketh by love.” 

Few Bible expressions have been more carelessly handled than “ye are fallen from grace.” A 
preacher extracts those four words from Galatians 5:4, lowers his voice until it sounds as 
though somebody died in the church basement, and announces that a Christian falls from 
grace whenever he commits a sufficiently serious sin. Exactly which sins qualify is usually 
left to the preacher’s denominational imagination. One church says drinking will do it. 
Another says missing church. Another says failing to tithe. Another says dying with an 
unconfessed sin still warm on the conscience. The list changes with the pulpit, but the 
machinery remains the same: Christ saves the sinner by grace, the sinner keeps himself 
saved by performance, and God waits with an eraser for the first moral stumble large 
enough to remove the believer’s name. 

Paul is discussing nothing of the kind. The Galatians were not being tempted to abandon 
holiness for drunkenness, fornication, and riotous living. They were being seduced into 
adding circumcision, law keeping, Jewish ordinances, religious days, and fleshly 
performance to the finished work of Christ. Their danger did not arise from thinking too 
little of religious effort. It arose from thinking religious effort could complete what grace 
had begun. Paul asks them in Galatians 3:3, “Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, 
are ye now made perfect by the flesh?” That question interprets the entire crisis. The 
Galatians had begun upon the foundation of faith and the Spirit, but Judaizers were 
attempting to drag them back beneath a system of law, flesh, and bondage. 

Falling from grace is not falling out of Christ’s body because a believer stumbled morally. It 
is abandoning grace as the governing principle of justification and spiritual standing and 
moving back toward law. The irony is rich enough to spread over several acres. The 
preacher who uses Galatians 5:4 to make continued salvation depend upon Christian 
performance is committing the very error Paul condemns. He quotes “fallen from grace” 
while pushing his congregation away from grace and into law. He warns them about a 



theological banana peel while standing on it with both feet and waving a Scofield Bible for 
balance. 

I. Galatians Was Written Against Adding Law to Grace 

Paul opens Galatians without the usual extended thanksgiving because the churches had 
moved rapidly from the gospel he preached. “I marvel that ye are so soon removed from 
him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel” (Galatians 1:6). He 
immediately adds, “Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would 
pervert the gospel of Christ.” The threat was doctrinal perversion. These teachers did not 
necessarily deny that Jesus died or rose again. Religious counterfeits rarely begin by 
throwing the entire Bible into the street. They add something respectable to the gospel—
circumcision, law keeping, sacraments, endurance, church authority, personal merit—and 
thereby corrupt its foundation. 

The gospel of grace cannot survive improvement by human flesh. Paul says in Galatians 
1:8, “But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that 
which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.” The authority of the messenger 
cannot sanctify a false message. An apostle, an angel, a council, a denomination, or a 
scholar receives no permission to add human merit to Christ’s finished work. Heaven itself 
will not issue an amended gospel because the cross requires no revision. Christ did not 
say, “It is mostly finished; please complete the remaining balance through law keeping.” He 
said, “It is finished” (John 19:30). 

The Galatian heresy was grace plus law, and grace plus law becomes law. Romans 11:6 
explains the impossibility of mixing the two principles: “And if by grace, then is it no more of 
works: otherwise grace is no more grace.” The moment works are added as a condition of 
justification, grace is no longer grace. A drop of poison does not become harmless because 
it is poured into a glass containing mostly clean water. Likewise, the gospel does not 
remain pure because the preacher gives Christ ninety-nine percent of the credit and 
reserves one percent for man’s performance. A sinner who supplies one percent of his 
salvation will eventually demand one hundred percent of the glory. 

II. Abraham Was Justified Before Moses Brought the Law 

Paul reaches behind Moses to Abraham because the Judaizers claimed the law as their 
great instrument of righteousness. Galatians 3:6 says, “Even as Abraham believed God, 
and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” Abraham’s righteousness was accounted 
on the principle of faith. Galatians 3:8 adds that God “preached before the gospel unto 
Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed.” The promise came before Sinai, 
before the Levitical priesthood, and before the full legal covenant was established. God did 



not need Moses’ tablets to justify Abraham because righteousness has never been earned 
by human flesh climbing a ladder of commandments. 

Galatians 3:11 makes the issue unmistakable: “But that no man is justified by the law in the 
sight of God, it is evident.” No man means no man. The law can expose guilt, identify 
transgression, condemn the sinner, and stop every mouth, but it cannot justify the guilty. A 
mirror can reveal mud on a man’s face, but no sensible man removes the mirror from the 
wall and scrubs his face with the glass. The law is holy, just, and good, but God never 
designed it to wash away sin. It reveals the disease and points the condemned sinner 
toward the Physician. 

Paul then asks, “Wherefore then serveth the law?” His answer is, “It was added because of 
transgressions, till the seed should come to whom the promise was made” (Galatians 
3:19). The law had a purpose and a time limitation connected with Christ’s coming. Verse 
24 calls it “our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.” 
Verse 25 concludes, “But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster.” 
The legalist wants to graduate through Christ and then reenroll beneath Moses as though 
Calvary were merely summer vacation. Paul says the schoolmaster completed his 
assigned work. Once the pupil reaches Christ, returning to the schoolmaster as the basis 
of justification is not spiritual advancement. It is religious truancy from grace. 

III. Circumcision Became a Test of What the Galatians Trusted 

Circumcision itself was not inherently sinful. God gave it to Abraham as the sign of His 
covenant, and Israel observed it under the law. Paul even circumcised Timothy in Acts 16 
because of the Jews in the places where they intended to minister. But Paul refused to 
circumcise Titus in Galatians 2 when false brethren demanded it as a gospel requirement. 
The physical act was not the central issue; the doctrinal meaning attached to it was. 
Circumcision performed for ministry expedience was one thing. Circumcision accepted as 
necessary for justification was an assault upon the sufficiency of Christ. 

Paul therefore warns, “if ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing” (Galatians 5:2). 
He is not saying that a saved Jewish man who had been circumcised as an infant was 
beyond Christ’s benefit. Paul himself was “circumcised the eighth day” (Philippians 3:5). 
He is addressing Gentile Galatians being persuaded to accept circumcision as a 
requirement for spiritual standing. If they chose that system as the basis of justification, 
they could not claim Christ while trusting the law. Christ will not serve as a decorative 
attachment to Moses. He is either the complete Saviour or the religious ornament on a 
system of human merit. 



The cross leaves no room for fleshly boasting. Galatians 6:12 says the false teachers 
constrained believers to be circumcised “only lest they should suffer persecution for the 
cross of Christ.” The cross offended religious pride because it declared every man hopeless 
apart from grace. It placed the respectable Pharisee beside the publican, the educated 
rabbi beside the ignorant pagan, and the moral churchgoer beside the criminal—all 
condemned and all needing the same blood. Circumcision allowed the Judaizer to display 
something performed in his flesh. The cross announced that his flesh had been crucified as 
worthless. Religion likes a badge it can display; grace hands the badge a death certificate. 

IV. Accepting the Yoke Makes a Man Debtor to the Whole Law 

Galatians 5:3 says, “For I testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor 
to do the whole law.” A man cannot select the commandments he finds manageable and 
leave the rest on Moses’ desk. If he approaches God through law, he becomes debtor to the 
whole system. James 2:10 states, “For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend 
in one point, he is guilty of all.” The law does not grade on a curve, average good days 
against bad days, or excuse failure because the sinner meant well. The legal standard 
demands complete obedience. 

That is why the law is called “the yoke of bondage” in Galatians 5:1. Peter used similar 
language at the Jerusalem council when certain men insisted that Gentile converts must 
be circumcised and keep the law of Moses. He asked, “why tempt ye God, to put a yoke 
upon the neck of the disciples, which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear?” (Acts 
15:10). Peter did not describe the law as evil; he described the attempt to impose it upon 
Gentile believers as an unbearable yoke. The conclusion was not that Gentiles needed 
more time to become Jewish. It was, “we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ we shall be saved” (Acts 15:11). 

The conditional-security preacher quietly rebuilds that yoke when he makes eternal life 
depend upon continued performance. He may not demand physical circumcision, but he 
substitutes his own list of commandments and tells believers that Christ will keep saving 
them if they keep the list. He has changed the furniture without changing the prison. 
Whether the condition is Sabbath keeping, baptism, sacraments, tithing, perseverance, 
sinless conduct, or denominational loyalty, the operating principle is law: perform 
adequately or lose your standing. Paul’s response would not require a committee. “Stand 
fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free.” 

V. “Christ Is Become of No Effect” Does Not Mean Christ Lost One of His Members 

Paul writes, “Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the 
law.” But Galatians 3:11 has already declared that “no man is justified by the law in the 



sight of God.” Therefore, Galatians 5:4 cannot mean certain people successfully achieved 
justification through law and then lost a previously obtained salvation. It addresses those 
seeking, claiming, or attempting to stand justified upon the principle of law. If law is their 
chosen basis, Christ becomes of no effect within that system because law and grace 
cannot share the throne. 

Christ does not become powerless in Himself. His blood does not lose its value, His 
resurrection does not become uncertain, and His finished work does not unravel. He 
becomes “of no effect unto you” in the sense that the person turning to law has abandoned 
the benefit supplied exclusively through grace. A man refusing a free pardon and 
demanding trial under the law cannot complain when the law condemns him. The pardon 
did not become defective; the fool rejected its terms because he preferred to argue his 
record. Men rarely look more ridiculous than when they bring their righteousness into God’s 
courtroom and demand that omniscience inspect it closely. 

Nor does the phrase say a member of Christ’s body was severed from Christ and restored 
to Adam. First Corinthians 12:13 says, “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body.” 
Ephesians 5:30 says, “For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.” Paul 
never describes the Holy Ghost amputating members whenever they fail or become 
doctrinally confused. Such teaching turns Christ’s body into a spiritual butcher shop, with 
members being added, severed, reattached, and severed again according to their weekly 
performance. The body of Christ is God’s workmanship, not a denominational anatomy 
experiment. 

VI. Falling From Grace Means Leaving Grace for Law 

The word “fallen” describes movement from a higher position to a lower one. The Galatians 
had been taught to stand in liberty, but the Judaizers were dragging them downward into 
bondage. They had begun in the Spirit but were attempting to become perfect by the flesh. 
They had received Christ by faith but were being persuaded to seek standing through law. 
That is the fall Paul identifies. They were not falling out of Christ because of a moral 
stumble; they were falling away from grace as the governing principle of Christian life and 
justification. 

Galatians 2:21 supplies Paul’s own explanation: “I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if 
righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.” Adding law frustrates grace 
because it declares Christ’s death unnecessary or insufficient. If human performance can 
obtain righteousness, Calvary becomes religious overkill. Why would the Son of God 
endure betrayal, scourging, mockery, nails, darkness, and judgment if a sinner could earn 
righteousness by improving his behavior? Legalism does not honor the cross by adding 



duties to it. It insults the cross by suggesting man can finish what Christ supposedly left 
incomplete. 

Grace is not a thin rope over a pit from which a careless believer may slip. Grace is God’s 
operating principle toward sinners who cannot save themselves. Romans 5:20 says, “But 
where sin abounded, grace did much more abound.” Romans 5:21 says grace reigns 
“through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord.” Grace reigns; it does not 
rent a room until the believer misses a payment. To fall from grace is to abandon reliance 
upon that reigning provision and place confidence in law or flesh. The person has not 
discovered a stronger system. He has traded the Rock for a ladder with missing rungs. 

VII. Grace Produces Holiness Without Turning Holiness Into the Price of Salvation 

Legalists regularly accuse grace of encouraging sin because they cannot imagine 
obedience apart from fear of damnation. Paul answers that charge by commanding 
believers, “Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh” (Galatians 5:16). 
The answer to the flesh is not returning beneath the Mosaic yoke. It is walking in the power 
of the indwelling Spirit. The Christian life begins by the Spirit and must continue by the 
Spirit. Flesh cannot perfect what the Spirit began any more than a corpse can finish 
building the hospital in which it died. 

Paul does not minimize moral sin. Galatians 5:19–21 names adultery, fornication, 
uncleanness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, wrath, strife, envyings, murders, drunkenness, 
and other works of the flesh. But he does not say believers conquer those works by placing 
their sonship on probation. He contrasts the works of the flesh with “the fruit of the Spirit” 
and declares, “they that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts” 
(Galatians 5:24). Holiness is the fruit of life in Christ, not the purchase price of that life. 
Apples appear because the tree lives; tying apples onto a fence post will not make the post 
an orchard. 

Galatians 6:1 then addresses actual Christian failure: “Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a 
fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one.” Notice what Paul does not say. He does 
not command the spiritual to resave the man, rebaptize him into Christ, or restore eternal 
life to his dead spirit. He says restore him, addressing the matter as a fault within the 
brethren. The fallen brother requires spiritual restoration, not regeneration repeated. 
Fellowship can be restored. Usefulness can be restored. A damaged testimony can be 
rebuilt. The new birth does not need reenactment because God’s children are not born 
again and again and again. 

Conclusion 



“Ye are fallen from grace” is not a declaration that a Christian committed a serious sin and 
fell out of Christ. The Galatian controversy concerned circumcision, law, flesh, bondage, 
justification, and the corruption of grace through human performance. False teachers were 
persuading believers that what began by the Spirit had to be completed by the flesh. Paul 
called that doctrine foolish, bewitching, enslaving, and contrary to the cross. The fall was 
from liberty into bondage, from faith toward law, and from reliance upon Christ toward 
confidence in flesh. 

The conditional-security teacher commits the same error when he makes continued 
salvation depend upon Christian performance. He may never mention circumcision, but 
his system still places the believer beneath a yoke: behave adequately, endure 
successfully, confess quickly enough, maintain the right standard, or lose eternal life. He 
then quotes “fallen from grace” to defend the very legalism from which the verse 
commands Christians to stand free. The theological banana peel remains beneath his 
pulpit, and every attempt to stomp harder merely improves the comedy. 

The believer should pursue holiness, resist the flesh, walk in the Spirit, bear fruit, serve 
faithfully, and refuse to use liberty as “an occasion to the flesh” (Galatians 5:13). But none 
of those duties becomes the foundation of justification. Christ is the foundation. His blood 
paid the price, His resurrection secured the victory, and His Spirit placed the believer into 
His body. Moral failure brings chastening, broken fellowship, damaged testimony, lost 
usefulness, and lost reward. Returning to law brings bondage and frustrates grace. Neither 
one transforms eternal life into probation. Grace does not mean sin is harmless; it means 
Christ’s finished work is sufficient. The Christian stands because Christ holds him—not 
because his flesh finally learned how to stand still. 

 

 

8 of 10: Can a Christian Lose His Salvation? — Branches in the Fire — John 15 Is About 
Abiding and Fruit, Not Becoming Unborn 

Key Passage: John 15:1–6 — “I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 
Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that 
beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. Now ye are clean through 
the word which I have spoken unto you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot 
bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. I 
am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same 
bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. If a man abide not in me, 



he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into 
the fire, and they are burned.” 

John 15 has become another favorite workshop for men determined to turn everlasting life 
into temporary life. They point to a branch, a removal, a withering, and a fire, then 
announce that a born-again member of Christ’s body can be spiritually amputated, thrown 
back into Adam, unsealed by the Holy Ghost, unjustified by the Father, and finally burned in 
hell. The machinery sounds impressive until someone asks where the passage says any of 
that. Christ speaks about disciples, abiding, fruit, purging, usefulness, answered prayer, 
love, obedience, and testimony. He does not discuss the baptism of the Spirit into one 
body, the sealing of the believer unto the day of redemption, or the reversal of regeneration. 
Those doctrines must be imported, dismantled, and then rebuilt backward before the 
conditional-security carpenter can finish his theological birdhouse. 

The warning is real and severe. A disciple who refuses to abide becomes barren. His 
fellowship dries up, his testimony withers, his usefulness disappears, and what might have 
produced fruit becomes fit only for judgment. Christ did not say, “Without me ye can do a 
few things badly.” He said, “without me ye can do nothing.” Christian activity performed 
without dependence upon Christ may impress spectators, enlarge budgets, fill calendars, 
and produce enough religious smoke to fog the city, but heaven calls it nothing. A fruitless 
life is not harmless merely because the believer remains eternally secure. God did not save 
a man so he could become a decorative twig occupying six inches of pew space until the 
Rapture. 

But barrenness is not the loss of birth, and fire does not automatically mean eternal hell. 
Scripture contains fires of sacrifice, purification, temporal judgment, national judgment, 
testing, and the examination of Christian works. First Corinthians 3 describes a saved man 
whose works are burned: “he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by 
fire.” John 15 must be read in its Upper Room setting, against Israel’s Old Testament vine 
imagery, after Judas has departed, before Calvary, before Pentecost, and before Paul 
reveals the doctrine of the body of Christ. A branch is an agricultural picture, not a surgical 
diagram of a Spirit-baptized believer being cut out of Christ’s flesh and bones. 

I. The Upper Room Setting Comes Before the Church’s Pauline Position 

John 13–17 records the Lord’s final instruction to His disciples before the cross. The 
Passover setting is Jewish. The betrayal is approaching. Christ is preparing His own for His 
departure, promising the Comforter, commanding love, warning of persecution, and 
teaching them how to bear witness after He is no longer physically present among them. 
The cross has not yet occurred. Christ has not yet risen. The Holy Ghost has not yet 



descended at Pentecost. The doctrinal revelation concerning Jews and Gentiles being 
baptized by one Spirit into one body has not yet been delivered through Paul. Ignoring that 
chronology is how a man ends up trying to find the body of Christ hanging from a grapevine 
before the blood forming that body was shed. 

Judas had already departed. John 13:30 says, “He then having received the sop went 
immediately out: and it was night.” The sentence describes more than the condition of the 
sky. Judas left the Light and walked into the darkness carrying thirty pieces of silver in his 
future. Earlier, Christ had told the twelve, “ye are clean, but not all” (John 13:10), and verse 
11 explains, “For he knew who should betray him; therefore said he, Ye are not all clean.” 
After Judas leaves, Christ speaks to the remaining disciples and says in John 15:3, “Now ye 
are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you.” The false professor has gone, 
and the clean disciples are being instructed concerning fellowship, fruitfulness, and 
witness. 

Judas nevertheless hangs over the passage as a living warning concerning outward 
discipleship without inward reality. He had walked with Christ, heard His words, witnessed 
His miracles, handled the common purse, and shared the outward ministry of the twelve. 
Yet John 6:70 records Christ saying, “Have not I chosen you twelve, and one of you is a 
devil?” Judas did not become a regenerated member of Christ’s body and then lose eternal 
life. He was a false branch in the visible company of disciples, attached outwardly but 
never cleansed inwardly. His departure demonstrates that proximity to Christ’s ministry is 
not the same as possession of Christ’s life. A wooden leg may travel everywhere the man 
travels, but it never joins his bloodstream. 

II. Israel Was God’s Vine Before Christ Announced the True Vine 

When Christ said, “I am the true vine,” He was not inventing an illustration without an Old 
Testament background. Israel had repeatedly been described as God’s vine. Psalm 80:8 
says, “Thou hast brought a vine out of Egypt: thou hast cast out the heathen, and planted 
it.” God delivered Israel from Egypt, placed her in the promised land, removed nations 
before her, and expected fruit. Isaiah 5 describes “a vineyard in a very fruitful hill.” God 
fenced it, gathered out the stones, planted it with the choicest vine, built a tower, and made 
a winepress. Then He looked for grapes, “and it brought forth wild grapes.” The problem was 
not defective husbandry. The vine failed beneath perfect privilege. 

Jeremiah 2:21 records God’s charge: “Yet I had planted thee a noble vine, wholly a right 
seed: how then art thou turned into the degenerate plant of a strange vine unto me?” Hosea 
10:1 says, “Israel is an empty vine, he bringeth forth fruit unto himself.” Israel possessed 
covenant position, revelation, priesthood, temple, sacrifices, prophets, promises, and 



miraculous history, yet repeatedly produced idolatry, self-righteousness, violence, and 
rebellion. The vine spent God’s rain upon itself. Religious privilege without spiritual fruit 
created national accountability, not an automatic guarantee that every Israelite possessed 
eternal life. 

Against that history Christ declares, “I am the true vine.” Israel failed, but Israel’s Messiah 
would not fail. All divine fruitfulness would now be found in connection with Him. He is the 
faithful Servant, obedient Son, rightful King, and true source of life. The disciples could not 
bear kingdom witness through ancestry, law, ceremony, zeal, or human ability. They had to 
abide in Christ. The statement shifts attention away from confidence in the failed national 
vine and places it upon the true Vine standing before them. God’s purpose will not be 
fulfilled through man’s religious roots. It will be fulfilled through His Son. 

III. A Branch Is a Picture of Discipleship, Not a Definition of Spirit Baptism 

Christ says, “I am the vine, ye are the branches.” The immediate identification is 
straightforward: Christ is speaking to His disciples and using a vine to explain dependence, 
fruit, and testimony. The passage itself repeatedly emphasizes fruit. Verse 2 mentions no 
fruit, fruit, and more fruit. Verse 5 speaks of much fruit. Verse 8 says, “Herein is my Father 
glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.” The subject is not how a dead 
sinner obtains justification. It is how disciples glorify the Father by bearing fruit through 
continual dependence upon Christ. 

A metaphor must not be forced beyond the purpose for which Christ gave it. Elsewhere, 
Christ is the Shepherd and believers are sheep. He is the Head and the Church is His body. 
He is the foundation and believers are stones in a building. He is the Bridegroom and the 
Church is associated with Him as a bride. He is the Master and His servants occupy until 
He comes. Each figure teaches particular truths. A man who combines every physical 
feature of every metaphor will produce a stone sheep married to a foundation and growing 
grapes from its ears. Bible pictures illuminate doctrine when their boundaries are 
respected; they manufacture cartoons when every detail is forced into a system. 

Paul’s revelation concerning the body of Christ uses different language. First Corinthians 
12:13 says, “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body.” Ephesians 5:30 says, “For 
we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.” Ephesians 1:13 says believers 
are “sealed with that holy Spirit of promise.” John 15 does not say the Father repeatedly 
cuts Spirit-baptized members out of Christ’s body. The branch represents discipleship and 
fruit-bearing in the setting Christ establishes. Turning it into Pauline body membership 
requires confusing two inspired pictures and then accusing God of contradiction when the 
pieces refuse to fit. 



IV. Taking Away and Purging Concern Fruitfulness and Usefulness 

The Father is the husbandman. “Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away,” 
while “every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.” Both 
actions belong to the husbandman’s care of the vineyard. The barren branch is removed; 
the fruitful branch is pruned. Neither action is pleasant from the branch’s viewpoint. 
Pruning involves cutting away growth that hinders greater fruitfulness. God is not merely 
interested in keeping a believer comfortable, admired, and surrounded by attractive leaves. 
He intends to produce fruit, and He will cut away distractions, ambitions, habits, 
associations, and self-confidence that consume strength without producing anything 
useful. 

Hebrews 12 describes the Father’s corrective work in the lives of His sons: “whom the Lord 
loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.” Chastening is not 
damnation. It is family correction. God may remove opportunities, expose pride, reduce 
influence, allow trials, or place the believer where self-sufficiency finally collapses. The 
knife in the husbandman’s hand is not proof that He hates the branch. Verse 2 says the 
fruitful branch is purged specifically “that it may bring forth more fruit.” God cuts because 
He intends increase. The flesh calls every comfortable leaf essential; the Husbandman 
knows which growth is stealing strength from the grapes. 

The barren branch faces removal from usefulness. Scripture repeatedly shows God setting 
aside servants who refuse His purpose. Saul retained physical life for a time after God 
rejected him from being king. Samson lost strength, sight, liberty, and public usefulness 
through carnality. A believer at Corinth could become weak, sickly, or die beneath divine 
chastening. First Corinthians 11:30 says, “For this cause many are weak and sickly among 
you, and many sleep.” God can remove a Christian from service, silence his ministry, 
destroy his testimony, and terminate his physical life without reversing the new birth. Being 
taken out of the vineyard’s productive work is severe enough without inventing an unbirth 
certificate. 

V. Abiding Describes Conditional Communion and Practical Dependence 

Christ commands, “Abide in me, and I in you.” Abiding is presented as a continuing 
practical responsibility. Verse 7 explains it through His words: “If ye abide in me, and my 
words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.” Verse 10 
connects abiding with obedience: “If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my 
love.” The passage concerns a disciple remaining in active fellowship with Christ through 
His words, obedience, prayer, and dependence. It is not describing the Holy Ghost 
repeatedly placing a believer into Christ and removing him according to daily performance. 



Union and communion must be distinguished. The believer’s union with Christ is 
established by God. Communion concerns the believer’s daily walk. A son can be out of 
fellowship with his father without ceasing to be his son. A husband can grieve his wife 
without becoming unmarried by biological reversal. A Christian can be “in Christ” 
positionally while walking carnally in practice. Paul addressed the Corinthians as 
“sanctified in Christ Jesus” and then rebuked them for envy, strife, division, fornication, 
lawsuits, drunkenness, and abuse of spiritual gifts. Their conduct contradicted their 
position, but Paul corrected them as saints rather than evangelizing them as men who had 
become spiritually unborn. 

The disciple who does not abide produces nothing of eternal value. “As the branch cannot 
bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me.” 
Human talent may produce activity, but only dependence upon Christ produces spiritual 
fruit. A preacher can build sermons from personality, borrowed outlines, emotional 
pressure, and theatrical noise. A church can build a program large enough to require traffic 
officers. Yet if Christ’s words do not abide in the workers and the workers do not depend 
upon Him, heaven enters the total as zero. Religious arithmetic often places commas in 
nothing and calls it revival. 

VI. Withering and Fire Warn of Wasted Discipleship and Judgment 

“If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered.” Withering 
describes the visible result of broken communion and lost spiritual vitality. The Christian 
who neglects Christ’s words, refuses obedience, and operates in the flesh becomes dry in 
testimony. Prayer loses power. Scripture becomes a prop. Service becomes mechanical. 
Sin gains strength. Love cools. The believer may continue producing religious motion, but 
there is no freshness from the Vine. A dead leaf can remain attached to a tree for a while, 
but the first strong wind announces what had already happened within it. 

Christ continues, “and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.” 
Notice that He says men gather the branches. He does not mention angels casting 
resurrected souls into the lake of fire. The image concerns the uselessness of barren vine 
wood. Ezekiel 15 supplies the background. God asks what advantage vine wood has over 
other wood. It is unsuitable for construction and cannot even provide a peg from which to 
hang a vessel. If it bears no fruit, it is useful only for burning. The vine branch has one great 
purpose—fruit. When that purpose is rejected, the branch possesses no secondary career 
as fine furniture. 

Fire must be interpreted by context rather than automatically stamped “hell.” First 
Corinthians 3:13 says, “the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is.” A believer’s 



wood, hay, and stubble can be burned while “he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.” 
That passage is not identical to John 15, but it proves the doctrinal point that burning does 
not automatically mean a saved man loses eternal life. Fire can expose worthlessness and 
consume wasted works. John 15 warns that barren discipleship ends in shameful 
uselessness and judgment. A life may reach heaven while everything it lived for goes up in 
smoke. 

VII. Fruit Determines Reward and Testimony, Not Whether Eternal Life Was Eternal 

The Father is glorified when disciples bear “much fruit.” Scripture identifies several forms of 
spiritual fruit. Galatians 5:22–23 lists “love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance.” Philippians 1:11 speaks of “the fruits of 
righteousness.” Hebrews 13:15 calls praise “the fruit of our lips.” Paul described converts 
gained through ministry as fruit in Romans 1:13. Philippians 4:17 connects faithful giving 
with “fruit that may abound to your account.” Fruit includes Christian character, righteous 
conduct, praise, generosity, answered prayer, faithful witness, and souls reached through 
the gospel. 

The fruit does not create the life; the life produces the fruit. Ephesians 2:8–9 says salvation 
is “by grace…through faith” and “not of works.” Verse 10 then says believers are “created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works.” Works follow the creation; they do not cause it. A branch 
does not become alive by straining hard enough to manufacture grapes. It bears fruit 
because it receives life from the vine. Likewise, the believer does not earn eternal life by 
producing Christian fruit. He produces fruit because God has given him life and appointed 
him to walk in good works. 

A fruitless believer will nevertheless face real consequences. Second Corinthians 5:10 
says, “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ.” Romans 14:12 says, “So 
then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.” Salvation determines the 
believer’s destination; service affects his reward. A Christian may be saved while suffering 
loss. He may arrive with no fruit, no crown, no enduring work, and no answer for years 
consumed by fleshly ambition. Eternal security does not make that examination trivial. It 
makes the waste more disgraceful, because the believer squandered a life that Christ had 
already purchased and secured. 

Conclusion 

John 15 is an urgent call to abiding, fruitfulness, obedience, prayer, love, and faithful 
witness. It was spoken in the Upper Room before Calvary, after Judas departed, within the 
shadow of Israel’s history as God’s failed vine. Christ announced Himself as the true Vine, 
the only source through whom His disciples could produce fruit acceptable to the Father. 



The passage does not reveal the Holy Ghost amputating sealed members from Christ’s 
body and returning them to Adam. It describes discipleship through the agricultural image 
God selected for that purpose. 

The barren branch faces sobering consequences: removal, withering, uselessness, shame, 
and fire. Those warnings must not be softened into harmless poetry. God can purge a 
fruitful servant and remove an unfruitful one. He can close a ministry, destroy a testimony, 
strip away influence, chasten the flesh, shorten a life, and burn worthless works. But 
temporal judgment, loss of service, and burned works are not synonyms for becoming 
spiritually unborn. Fire does not always mean hell, just as “saved” does not always mean 
regeneration and “dead” does not always mean physical death. Bible words must be 
governed by Bible contexts, not by the preacher’s favorite threat. 

The believer produces nothing apart from Christ. That truth should humble every preacher, 
teacher, witness, parent, worker, and servant more thoroughly than the false threat of 
losing eternal life. A Christian can spend years creating motion while producing no fruit 
God recognizes. He can fill rooms and empty his account in heaven. He can protect his 
reputation while his testimony withers. He can remain eternally secure while becoming 
practically useless. Christ does not command the branch to keep itself attached by panic; 
He commands the disciple to abide through His word, love, obedience, and dependence. 
Salvation is the gift of life. Abiding is the path of fruitfulness. The life remains God’s gift, but 
the fruit is the believer’s answer for what he did with it. 

 

 

9 of 10: Can a Christian Lose His Salvation? — A Castaway From Service Is Not a 
Castaway From the Family of God 

Key Passage: 1 Corinthians 9:24–27 — “Know ye not that they which run in a race run 
all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain. And every man that 
striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a 
corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so 
fight I, not as one that beateth the air: But I keep under my body, and bring it into 
subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be 
a castaway.” 

Paul’s statement that he might become “a castaway” has been hauled into the conditional-
security workshop and rebuilt into something the passage never says. The familiar sermon 
claims that Paul, after preaching the gospel, establishing churches, suffering persecution, 
receiving divine revelation, and writing inspired Scripture, still feared that one moral failure 



might send him to hell. According to that interpretation, the apostle who wrote that nothing 
could separate believers from the love of God in Christ Jesus spent his mornings wondering 
whether he would be separated before supper. The man who declared, “There is therefore 
now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus,” supposedly disciplined his body 
because condemnation was waiting behind the next appetite. 

The passage is not about Paul helping Christ keep him regenerated. It is about Christian 
service, discipline, approval, reward, and the possibility of being rejected from useful 
ministry. The language concerns a race, a prize, striving for mastery, temperance, an 
incorruptible crown, controlled direction, disciplined fighting, and mastery over the body. 
Paul is not standing before a criminal court hoping to escape execution. He is running in an 
athletic contest seeking approval and reward. A runner who is disqualified from the race 
does not cease to be his father’s son. A boxer removed from competition does not lose his 
birth certificate. Yet the theological magician points at an athletic crown, waves his 
denominational handkerchief, and pulls the lake of fire out of the hat. 

Eternal security protects the believer’s sonship, but it does not guarantee his usefulness. A 
Christian can wreck his testimony, destroy his ministry, injure a church, disgrace his family, 
lose his reward, suffer physical chastening, and finish his life upon the shelf. God does not 
owe a rebellious believer a pulpit merely because He gave him eternal life. Salvation is a 
gift; ministry is a stewardship. Sonship rests upon birth; service requires faithfulness. The 
believer who confuses those truths will either live in constant terror of hell or treat grace as 
permission to become a sanctified loafer. Paul did neither. He knew whom he had believed, 
and he also knew that an undisciplined apostle could become an unusable one. 

I. Paul Had Been Discussing the Sacrifice Required for Effective Ministry 

First Corinthians 9 begins with Paul defending his apostleship and his legitimate rights as a 
minister. “Am I not an apostle? am I not free? have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord?” (1 
Corinthians 9:1). He possessed the right to receive material support, to eat and drink, and 
to lead about a wife as other apostles did. He appealed to ordinary labor, military service, 
agriculture, the law of Moses, and temple practice to prove that “the Lord ordained that 
they which preach the gospel should live of the gospel” (1 Corinthians 9:14). Paul was not 
begging for privileges he lacked. He was explaining rights he willingly surrendered. 

Verse 15 says, “But I have used none of these things.” Paul denied himself lawful 
advantages so that nothing would hinder the gospel. Verse 12 states, “we suffer all things, 
lest we should hinder the gospel of Christ.” That is the road leading into the athletic 
illustration. The issue is not how Paul obtained eternal life but how he conducted his 
ministry. He had liberty, yet liberty had to be governed by love and the purpose of the 



gospel. A servant who insists upon exercising every right at every moment will eventually 
use liberty as a club and beat the usefulness out of his own ministry. 

Paul says, “though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servant unto all, that I 
might gain the more” (1 Corinthians 9:19). To the Jews he became as a Jew; to those under 
the law, as under the law; to those without law, as without law; and to the weak, as weak. 
He did not compromise truth, for he remained “under the law to Christ,” but he surrendered 
personal preference to reach men. Then he declares, “this I do for the gospel’s sake, that I 
might be partaker thereof with you” (verse 23). The race follows directly. Paul disciplined 
himself because gospel ministry demanded sacrifice, not because regeneration required 
daily maintenance from human flesh. 

II. The Race Concerns a Prize, Not the Free Gift of Eternal Life 

“Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize?” Paul 
reaches for an athletic picture familiar to the Corinthians. Runners entered a contest, 
trained deliberately, followed the course, and strained toward a prize. The prize was not 
given merely because a runner existed or wore the proper clothing. It belonged to 
successful competition. Paul therefore says, “So run, that ye may obtain.” The command is 
directed toward Christian effort, not toward obtaining justification. If eternal life were the 
prize, salvation would belong to the fastest Christian while the rest of the body of Christ 
went to hell wearing running shoes. 

Paul repeatedly distinguishes a gift from a reward. Romans 6:23 says, “the gift of God is 
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” A gift is received; a prize is obtained through 
faithful striving. Ephesians 2:8 calls salvation “the gift of God,” while 1 Corinthians 3 
describes every believer receiving reward “according to his own labour.” Confusing gift and 
prize turns grace into wages. God does not set sinners at the starting line and announce 
that whoever lives the best life will receive Christ. He saves the ungodly by grace through 
faith and then places the saved believer into a course where faithful service can earn 
reward. 

Paul commands, “So run, that ye may obtain,” because saved people can run badly. Some 
begin with speed and end in distraction. Some leave the course to chase money, 
popularity, applause, lust, or denominational advancement. Others sit down beside the 
track and write books explaining why running is legalism. Eternal security means the 
believer belongs to Christ; it does not mean every mile of his service receives heaven’s 
approval. Grace removes damnation as the motive for running, but it does not remove the 
finish line. A son does not run to become a son. He runs because his Father entered him 
into the race. 



III. The Crown Identifies Reward as the Subject 

“Every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things.” An athlete seeking 
mastery governs his appetites. Food, sleep, recreation, pleasure, and personal freedom are 
brought beneath the purpose of the contest. Many things lawful in themselves must be 
restricted because they interfere with training. The Christian servant likewise refuses to let 
every appetite become his landlord. He does not ask merely, “Is this permitted?” He asks, 
“Will this help me run? Will this strengthen my testimony? Will this hinder someone 
receiving the gospel? Will this appetite master me?” 

The earthly athlete exercises discipline to “obtain a corruptible crown.” The wreath 
eventually dries, the cheering crowd goes home, the athlete ages, and the newspaper 
recording his victory becomes wrapping paper. Paul contrasts that fading prize with “an 
incorruptible” crown. The incorruptible crown belongs to heavenly reward, not initial 
salvation. Second Timothy 4:8 speaks of “a crown of righteousness” laid up for Paul. First 
Peter 5:4 promises faithful shepherds “a crown of glory that fadeth not away.” James 1:12 
speaks of “the crown of life” connected with enduring temptation. Crowns are rewards 
bestowed upon servants whose conduct God approves. 

The crown can be lost without eternal life being lost. Revelation 3:11 says, “hold that fast 
which thou hast, that no man take thy crown.” The verse does not say, “that no man take thy 
salvation.” First Corinthians 3:15 describes a man whose work is burned: “he shall suffer 
loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.” The Holy Ghost can distinguish the 
man from his reward even if conditional-security preaching cannot. A crown may disappear 
in smoke while the believer stands secure in Christ. Salvation determines whether the man 
is present at the examination; faithfulness determines what survives it. 

IV. A Castaway Is Disapproved for Service, Not Unborn From God’s Family 

Paul says, “I therefore so run, not as uncertainly.” He was not wandering around the track 
hoping the finish line might appear behind a shrub. He knew his course and directed his 
energies toward it. “So fight I, not as one that beateth the air.” He was not shadowboxing for 
religious entertainment. His blows had a target. His service possessed direction, purpose, 
and discipline. A great deal of modern church activity consists of running without a course 
and punching without an opponent, followed by a committee report praising the amount of 
movement. 

The feared outcome is becoming “a castaway.” The word describes rejection, disapproval, 
or failure to meet the test. Paul feared that after serving as a herald to others, he might fail 
the examination governing his own usefulness and reward. An athletic announcer could 
proclaim the rules and call competitors to the course while later becoming disqualified 



himself. Likewise, a preacher can proclaim truth to others while refusing to govern his own 
appetites. The sermon may be correct while the servant becomes corrupt. God’s word 
retains its power, but the preacher may lose the privilege of carrying it publicly. 

Paul does not say, “lest I should become a child of the devil,” “lest I should be removed 
from Christ,” or, “lest my eternal life expire.” He says “castaway” within a discussion of 
ministry, discipline, competition, and crowns. A tool can be cast away because it has 
become unfit for the craftsman’s work without ceasing to belong to the craftsman. A vessel 
can remain in the house while becoming unsuitable for honorable service. Second Timothy 
2:20–21 distinguishes vessels unto honour and dishonour and urges a man to purge 
himself that he “shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master’s use.” 
The question is not merely whether a vessel is in the house. It is whether the Master can 
use it without contaminating the meal. 

V. Keeping the Body Under Is Discipline, Not Self-Salvation 

Paul says, “But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection.” He does not say the 
body is inherently virtuous because its owner is an apostle. Salvation did not remove Paul’s 
flesh or convert every appetite into a reliable spiritual guide. Romans 7 records the conflict: 
“For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing.” The apostle possessed 
divine revelation, but he still had to govern his body. Inspiration did not make him immune 
to temptation, and apostolic authority did not give his flesh a halo. 

To keep the body under is not pagan self-torture, monastic abuse, or an attempt to pay for 
sin through pain. Christ paid for sin. Paul’s discipline concerned control. Food, sleep, 
sexual appetite, comfort, temper, recreation, and physical desire must become servants 
rather than masters. First Corinthians 6:12 says, “all things are lawful for me, but I will not 
be brought under the power of any.” Christian liberty is not the freedom to acquire new 
masters. The believer set free from condemnation should not volunteer to become the 
house pet of his stomach, hormones, entertainment, or temper. 

Paul governed his body because the flesh could destroy his usefulness. Many ministries 
have not been ruined by difficult doctrine or external persecution. They were destroyed by 
an appetite the preacher refused to deny. A few private compromises became a public 
catastrophe, and years of labor collapsed in an afternoon. The flesh always advertises the 
pleasure and conceals the invoice. It offers a moment and charges a ministry, a marriage, a 
testimony, and a generation. Paul knew grace would keep him in God’s family, but he also 
knew grace would not make an undisciplined servant qualified for every assignment. 

VI. Israel’s History Shows That Privilege Does Not Prevent Physical Judgment 



The chapter division after 1 Corinthians 9 can conceal the immediate continuation. Paul’s 
warning about becoming a castaway leads directly into Israel’s wilderness history: 
“Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were 
under the cloud, and all passed through the sea” (1 Corinthians 10:1). They shared 
tremendous privileges. They were baptized unto Moses, ate spiritual meat, drank spiritual 
drink, and were connected with the Rock who was Christ. Yet “with many of them God was 
not well pleased: for they were overthrown in the wilderness.” 

Israel was redeemed from Egypt but lost usefulness and physical life through idolatry, 
fornication, murmuring, and unbelief. An entire generation fell before entering the 
promised inheritance. Their bodies became warnings scattered through the wilderness. 
Paul says, “Now these things were our examples” and “are written for our admonition” (1 
Corinthians 10:6, 11). The warning to Christians is not imaginary. God can judge His people 
physically. Privilege does not give the flesh immunity, and grace does not make idolatry a 
harmless hobby. 

The Corinthian church supplies direct Church-age examples. A fornicator in 1 Corinthians 5 
was delivered “unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in 
the day of the Lord Jesus.” That verse alone ruins the claim that physical destruction equals 
loss of eternal salvation. First Corinthians 11:30 says some believers became weak, sickly, 
and died because of their conduct at the Lord’s supper. Ananias and Sapphira fell dead in 
Acts 5 after lying concerning their gift. God can remove a believer from the field without 
removing him from Christ. Some servants retire; others are retired by management. 

VII. The Judgment Seat Will Reveal Whether the Runner Was Approved 

First Corinthians 9 cannot be separated from the Judgment Seat doctrine already 
established in chapter 3. “Every man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day shall 
declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire” (1 Corinthians 3:13). The examination 
concerns work: “of what sort it is.” God does not merely count religious volume. He tests 
quality, motive, truth, faithfulness, and obedience. Wood, hay, and stubble may form an 
enormous pile, but fire is unimpressed by size. Gold, silver, and precious stones survive 
because God’s judgment recognizes what earthly applause cannot measure. 

“If any man’s work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward” (1 
Corinthians 3:14). That is the prize and crown language of chapter 9. The faithful runner 
receives reward. The disciplined servant gains approval. But “if any man’s work shall be 
burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved.” There is the saved castaway 
who reaches heaven without the reward he might have gained. His destination is secure, 
but his stewardship is exposed. He stands in glory while the story of his service burns. 



Paul finished differently. Near the end of his life he wrote, “I have fought a good fight, I have 
finished my course, I have kept the faith” (2 Timothy 4:7). The fighter of 1 Corinthians 9 had 
landed his final blow. The runner had completed the course. He then said, “Henceforth 
there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness.” Paul did not receive the crown to become 
saved. The crown awaited him because he had served faithfully as a saved man. Eternal life 
was settled in Christ; the crown was connected with finishing his course. 

Conclusion 

Paul’s fear of becoming a castaway was not uncertainty about whether Christ could keep 
him saved. The passage concerns gospel service, surrendered rights, athletic discipline, a 
race, a prize, mastery, an incorruptible crown, and the possibility of disapproval. Paul knew 
that preaching to others did not excuse him from governing his own body. A man can 
proclaim truth publicly while cultivating ruin privately. The preacher’s Bible knowledge will 
not negotiate with the consequences when his flesh finally presents the bill. 

A castaway servant can lose ministry, influence, testimony, opportunity, health, reward, 
and even physical life. God set aside Saul from the kingdom, barred Moses from entering 
Canaan, removed wilderness rebels through death, delivered a Corinthian believer to Satan 
for destruction of the flesh, and killed others who profaned the Lord’s supper. None of 
those judgments establishes that a sealed member of Christ’s body can become spiritually 
unborn. God’s family contains chastening because it has a Father, and God’s work requires 
discipline because it has a Master. 

Eternal security protects sonship; it does not guarantee usefulness. The believer does not 
discipline his flesh to convince Christ to keep regenerating him. He disciplines his flesh 
because a saved man can still waste his course and lose his crown. Salvation is settled by 
Christ’s finished work, but service is examined at Christ’s judgment seat. A son may remain 
in the family while his trophies turn to ashes. A preacher may reach heaven while his 
ministry finishes on earth as a warning label. Paul kept his body under because he refused 
to let an appetite write the last chapter of his service. Grace secured his soul, but 
faithfulness kept him off the shelf. 

 

 

10 of 10: Can a Christian Lose His Salvation? — Blotted Out of the Book of Life? — The 
Promise to the Overcomer Is Not a Threat to the Sealed Church 



Key Passage: Revelation 3:5 — “He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in 
white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess 
his name before my Father, and before his angels.” 

Revelation 3:5 is a promise wearing white raiment, but conditional-security preaching drags 
it into a back room, strips off the promise, dresses it in a black robe, and sends it out as a 
threat. Christ says, “I will not blot out his name,” and religion announces, “Christ may blot 
out your name.” Christ tells the overcomer what He will not do, while the preacher builds an 
entire doctrine upon something the verse never says He will do to a sealed member of His 
body. It is a familiar theological trade: exchange God’s stated promise for man’s unstated 
possibility, then use the possibility to frighten people into behaving. Once fear begins 
paying the bills, somebody always keeps an eraser beside the book. 

The passage must be examined within Christ’s message to Sardis, within John’s inspired 
writings concerning the overcomer, within the prophetic structure of Revelation, and within 
everything Scripture says about heavenly books. The “book of the living,” the “book of life,” 
and “the Lamb’s book of life” appear in different contexts involving physical life, covenant 
standing, final judgment, and eternal entrance into the holy city. Every occurrence cannot 
be tossed into one doctrinal bucket and stirred with a denominational broom. Moses 
asking to be blotted from God’s book in Exodus 32 is not a Church-age believer requesting 
the loss of Spirit baptism. Psalm 69’s “book of the living” is not Paul’s explanation of 
justification. Words may be related without every context becoming identical. 

The saved believer’s security rests upon Christ’s blood, God’s promise, the Holy Spirit’s 
seal, the Father’s power, the Son’s intercession, and the believer’s position in Christ. To 
make Revelation 3:5 teach that a Christian can be repeatedly written, erased, rewritten, 
and erased again according to daily performance requires overturning clear doctrinal 
statements with an inference drawn backward from a promise. That is not rightly dividing 
the word of truth. It is using a theological crowbar to pry open a door Christ said no man 
could shut. Eternal life is not maintained by an angel with a pencil following the believer’s 
behavior from Monday through Sunday. 

I. Sardis Had a Name to Live but Was Dead in Testimony 

Christ begins, “I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead” 
(Revelation 3:1). Sardis possessed reputation without corresponding reality. Other people 
believed the church lived, but Christ’s examination found death. A name can travel farther 
than character. A church may retain a historic reputation for revival, missions, preaching, 
sacrifice, and doctrinal courage long after spiritual vitality has packed its bags and left 
town. The sign remains polished, the anniversaries remain celebrated, and the 



denominational historian keeps embalming yesterday’s accomplishments, but the Lord 
walks through the building and hears no heartbeat. 

The death in Sardis is connected with works, watchfulness, and testimony. Christ 
commands, “Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die: for 
I have not found thy works perfect before God” (Revelation 3:2). Something remained and 
could be strengthened. The condition was grave, but the language concerns incomplete 
works and dying testimony. Christ calls them to remember what they had received and 
heard, to hold fast, and to repent. He warns that failure to watch would bring His coming 
“as a thief.” The passage is not a Pauline explanation of how a justified sinner becomes 
unjustified. It is a prophetic examination of a church whose public name exceeded its 
spiritual condition. 

The repeated emphasis upon “name” prepares the reader for verse 5. Sardis had a name 
among men that it lived. A few “names” had not defiled their garments. Christ promises to 
confess the overcomer’s “name” before His Father and the angels. Men may praise the 
name of a dead church, but Christ knows the individual names of the undefiled. Earth’s 
membership roll can contain people heaven never recognized, and earth can overlook 
saints whose names heaven publicly confesses. Human reputation is written in pencil by 
crowds; Christ’s verdict is engraved beyond the reach of public relations. 

II. “I Will Not” Is a Promise, Not a Disguised Possibility 

Christ says, “I will not blot out his name out of the book of life.” The words are definite. He 
does not say, “I probably will not,” “I will try not to,” or, “I will refrain unless the overcomer 
has a bad week.” The promise belongs with two other positive assurances: the overcomer 
will be clothed in white raiment, and Christ will confess his name before the Father and His 
angels. The verse moves from victory to clothing, preservation, and public 
acknowledgment. It is a threefold promise, not a threat hiding between two blessings. 

A promise that one thing will not happen does not automatically establish that the opposite 
happens to saved people. Hebrews 13:5 says, “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” No 
reasonable reader turns that promise into, “This proves Christ routinely abandons other 
members of His body.” John 10:28 says Christ’s sheep “shall never perish.” That statement 
does not become evidence that some sheep perish whenever a theologian becomes 
nervous about grace. Likewise, “I will not blot out his name” assures the overcomer. It does 
not say Christ blots Spirit-sealed Christians from His body. 

Conditional-security doctrine inserts several steps the verse never mentions. It assumes 
the name belongs to a Church-age believer, assumes blotting means loss of regeneration, 
assumes non-overcoming Christians are erased, assumes the Holy Spirit’s seal is broken, 



assumes membership in Christ’s body is reversed, and assumes the person can later be 
restored and rewritten. After six assumptions have been stacked like folding chairs, the 
preacher climbs on top and announces that he is standing upon Revelation 3:5. He is not 
standing on the verse. He is performing a balancing act above it. 

III. The Bible Uses Heavenly Book Language in More Than One Setting 

Exodus 32 contains the first major blotting passage. After Israel worshipped the golden 
calf, Moses prayed, “Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin—; and if not, blot me, I pray thee, 
out of thy book which thou hast written” (Exodus 32:32). The Lord answered, “Whosoever 
hath sinned against me, him will I blot out of my book.” The chapter concludes with God 
plaguing the people. The setting concerns Israel’s national sin and threatened physical 
judgment. Moses was not asking to lose membership in the body of Christ, a mystery not 
yet revealed and a body not yet formed. He was placing his life alongside Israel beneath 
God’s governmental judgment. 

Psalm 69:28 says, “Let them be blotted out of the book of the living, and not be written with 
the righteous.” The expression identifies a register of the living. The psalm concerns 
enemies facing divine judgment, and blotting naturally includes removal from physical life. 
Psalm 109:13–15 similarly speaks of posterity being cut off and names being blotted from 
remembrance. Scripture can use book and blotting language for earthly life, national 
standing, memory, and physical judgment. Every heavenly record is not necessarily Paul’s 
list of Spirit-baptized Christians. A county may keep birth records, property records, voter 
records, and criminal records without every book becoming the same book because paper 
and names appear in all of them. 

Other passages move toward final and eternal judgment. Daniel 12:1 promises deliverance 
during unparalleled trouble to “every one that shall be found written in the book.” Luke 
10:20 speaks of names “written in heaven.” Philippians 4:3 mentions fellowlabourers 
“whose names are in the book of life.” Revelation 13:8 and 21:27 speak specifically of “the 
book of life of the Lamb” and “the Lamb’s book of life.” Revelation 20:15 says, “whosoever 
was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.” These expressions 
are related, but context determines whether physical life, prophetic deliverance, heavenly 
citizenship, or final judgment stands foremost. Right division reads the label before 
swallowing the medicine. 

IV. John Defines the Overcomer Through Faith in Christ 

The safest interpreter of John’s word “overcometh” is John himself. First John 5:4 declares, 
“For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world.” The overcoming identity begins with 
the new birth. Verse 5 then asks and answers the question: “Who is he that overcometh the 



world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?” John does not say the overcomer 
is the rare Christian who maintained flawless performance until death. He identifies the 
overcomer with the person born of God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Faith is the victory: “and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith” (1 
John 5:4). The victory rests upon Christ as the object of faith, not upon the believer’s ability 
to build a spotless record. First John 5:11–12 says, “God hath given to us eternal life, and 
this life is in his Son. He that hath the Son hath life.” Eternal life is located in the Son. If 
maintaining it depended upon the believer’s performance, life would be located partly in 
Christ and partly in Christian behavior. John refuses that arrangement. The believer has life 
because he has the Son. 

The messages to the seven churches contain practical calls to overcome specific 
pressures—false doctrine, persecution, compromise, deadness, lukewarmness, 
immorality, and counterfeit religion. Faith must stand where the battle occurs. But those 
practical victories do not overturn John’s inspired definition. The person born of God is an 
overcomer positionally because Christ has overcome, and he is called to express that 
victory practically through faithfulness. The Christian should live like the victor God has 
made him, not fight to purchase a victory Christ withheld until the final round. 

V. Revelation’s Seven Churches Possess a Prophetic Setting Beyond Ordinary Church 
Mail 

The seven churches were real assemblies in Asia, and Christ’s messages addressed their 
actual conditions. But Revelation is also a prophetic book: “The Revelation of Jesus Christ, 
which God gave unto him, to shew unto his servants things which must shortly come to 
pass” (Revelation 1:1). The seven messages contain language reaching beyond first-
century local problems: the tree of life, the second death, hidden manna, power over the 
nations, the morning star, names confessed before angels, the hour of temptation coming 
upon all the world, and sitting with Christ in His throne. Treating the chapters as ordinary 
pastoral letters and ignoring their prophetic atmosphere leaves half their vocabulary 
standing outside in the rain. 

The messages have historical application, spiritual application to churches throughout the 
age, and prophetic force connected with the events Revelation will unfold. Their warnings 
will speak with particular urgency to saints facing the final counterfeit religious system, 
persecution, martyrdom, and the beast’s kingdom. Revelation repeatedly emphasizes 
overcoming because those future saints will confront pressure to worship the beast, 
receive his mark, and abandon the testimony of Jesus Christ. Revelation 12:11 says, “And 



they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony.” 
Revelation 15:2 pictures those who “had gotten the victory over the beast.” 

The Church which is Christ’s body must not have its Pauline position reconstructed from 
prophetic warnings addressed in a book saturated with Israel, nations, the Tribulation, and 
the coming kingdom. Paul reveals that Church-age believers are baptized by one Spirit into 
one body, sealed unto redemption, and blessed with all spiritual blessings in heavenly 
places. Revelation does not cancel those truths with an unstated threat inferred from “I will 
not.” Doctrine becomes confusion when prophetic endurance, church testimony, 
individual reward, physical judgment, and eternal salvation are melted together and poured 
into one mold. 

VI. A Believer Can Lose Many Things Without Losing Eternal Life 

The Bible warns Christians about genuine and severe losses. A believer can lose fellowship, 
as David prayed, “Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation” (Psalm 51:12). Notice that David 
asked for the restoration of joy, not the re-creation of salvation. A believer can lose 
testimony through scandal, influence through foolishness, opportunities through neglect, 
and usefulness through disobedience. Paul feared becoming a castaway from service after 
preaching to others. God does not guarantee that every saved person will remain qualified 
for public ministry. Eternal life is free; a pulpit is not an entitlement. 

A believer can lose reward. First Corinthians 3:15 states, “If any man’s work shall be 
burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.” The distinction 
could hardly be clearer. The man is saved while his work burns. Second John 8 warns, 
“Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we 
receive a full reward.” Revelation 3:11 says, “hold that fast which thou hast, that no man 
take thy crown.” Scripture says crown when it means crown, reward when it means reward, 
and salvation when it means salvation. Theology becomes much easier when God is 
allowed to use His own nouns. 

A believer can even lose physical life beneath divine chastening. Some Corinthians were 
“weak and sickly,” and some slept because they abused the Lord’s supper. The fornicator in 
1 Corinthians 5 was delivered to Satan “for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may 
be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.” Ananias and Sapphira fell dead after lying to the Holy 
Ghost. God may remove a rebellious child from earthly service without throwing him out of 
the family. Death can erase a name from the book of the living while Christ preserves the 
soul for heaven. Confusing physical removal with eternal damnation turns every Christian 
funeral into a doctrinal guessing contest. 

VII. The Believer Is Kept by Blood, Promise, Seal, and Intercession 



The believer’s redemption rests first upon Christ’s blood. Ephesians 1:7 says, “In whom we 
have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his 
grace.” Colossians 1:14 repeats the truth. The blood does not purchase a probationary 
membership awaiting weekly renewal. Hebrews 9:12 says Christ entered the holy place 
“having obtained eternal redemption for us.” Redemption is eternal because the price was 
sufficient, the offering was accepted, and the Redeemer lives. If a believer can lose what 
Christ eternally obtained, the adjective belongs to a religious sales pitch rather than God’s 
definition. 

The believer is also secured by God’s promise and the Holy Spirit’s seal. John 5:24 says the 
believer “hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from 
death unto life.” Ephesians 1:13 says believers are “sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,” 
and Ephesians 4:30 says the seal lasts “unto the day of redemption.” The Spirit is “the 
earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession” (Ephesians 
1:14). An earnest is God’s pledge concerning completion. He does not place His Spirit 
inside the believer as a refundable deposit dependent upon the flesh’s ability to behave. 

Finally, Christ intercedes and the Father keeps. Hebrews 7:25 says Christ “is able also to 
save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make 
intercession for them.” John 10:28–29 places the sheep in the hand of the Son and the hand 
of the Father. Romans 8 asks who can lay anything to the charge of God’s elect and 
answers, “It is God that justifieth.” The Judge has justified, the Son has died and risen, the 
Spirit has sealed, and the Intercessor lives. Religion still arrives carrying an eraser and 
announces that the believer had better hope his hand is steadier than God’s. 

Conclusion 

Revelation 3:5 says exactly what Christ intended: “I will not blot out his name out of the 
book of life.” The statement is a promise to the overcomer, joined with white raiment and 
public confession before the Father and His angels. It does not say a sealed member of 
Christ’s body is repeatedly written and erased according to daily performance. That 
doctrine must be manufactured from what the verse does not say and then used to 
overturn what Paul plainly says. God did not preserve a perfect Bible so religion could build 
salvation upon the blank spaces between its words. 

The biblical references to heavenly books must remain in their settings. Exodus 32 and 
Psalm 69 involve physical life and governmental judgment. Daniel looks toward deliverance 
during Israel’s final trouble. Luke speaks of names written in heaven. Philippians mentions 
fellowlabourers in the book of life. Revelation presents the Lamb’s book of life and final 
judgment before the great white throne. Related language does not erase contextual 



distinctions. Neither does every warning about reward, testimony, service, chastening, 
physical death, or prophetic endurance become a warning that Church-age regeneration 
can be reversed. 

Religion keeps an eraser beside the book because uncertainty keeps frightened people 
returning to the counter. Christ keeps His people because His blood, promise, Spirit, 
power, and intercession do not fail. The believer may lose joy, testimony, usefulness, 
opportunity, reward, a crown, and even physical life beneath chastening. Those losses are 
real enough to make every Christian watch, repent, serve, overcome, and hold fast. But 
eternal life remains eternal, the Spirit’s seal remains until redemption, and the Shepherd’s 
sheep never perish. Christ does not write salvation in pencil. He purchased it in blood. 

 

 

Can a Christian Lose His Salvation? — The Final Verdict of the Finished Work 

Key Passage: Romans 8:38–39 — “For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

Conclusion 

Having examined these ten warning passages in their proper settings, the verdict is not 
uncertain: a genuinely saved member of the body of Christ cannot lose eternal salvation. 
The believer may fall in conduct, fail in service, grieve the Holy Spirit, lose fellowship, 
destroy his testimony, forfeit reward, become useless in ministry, suffer severe chastening, 
and even lose physical life under divine judgment. None of those consequences should be 
softened, excused, or treated as harmless. But neither should any of them be renamed 
“the loss of eternal life.” God chose distinct words because He teaches distinct doctrines. 
A castaway servant is not an unborn son. A burned work is not a burned soul. A withered 
testimony is not a broken seal. A lost crown is not a lost Christ. 

The confusion surrounding eternal security has not arisen because God spoke vaguely. It 
arose because religion repeatedly forces every warning into the same doctrinal box. 
“Saved” is assumed always to mean regeneration, “fire” always means hell, “fall” always 
means loss of salvation, “end” always means the end of a Christian’s life, and “branches” 
always mean Spirit-baptized members of Christ’s body. Once those assumptions are 
installed, the reader no longer interprets the passage; he merely presses the passage 
through a denominational machine and collects the expected answer. Right division stops 



that machinery long enough to ask the questions religious tradition fears: Who is speaking? 
To whom? In what setting? Under what covenant? Concerning which salvation, judgment, 
promise, kingdom, or reward? 

The series began where every study of eternal security must begin—with the positive 
promises of God. The believer “hath everlasting life,” “shall not come into condemnation,” 
and “is passed from death unto life” (John 5:24). He is sealed “unto the day of redemption.” 
He is baptized by one Spirit into one body. He is made accepted in the beloved. He 
possesses redemption through Christ’s blood and the forgiveness of sins. He is held in the 
hand of the Son and the hand of the Father. He is saved to the uttermost by a High Priest 
who ever lives to make intercession for him. Eternal security is not balanced upon one 
isolated proof text. It stands upon the accumulated testimony of God’s completed 
operations. 

“Endure unto the end” did not overturn those promises because Matthew 24 was never 
Paul’s gospel disguised as a Tribulation survival manual. The passage concerns Israel, 
Judaea, the Sabbath day, the abomination of desolation, false Christs, the gospel of the 
kingdom, unprecedented trouble, and the visible return of the Son of man. The “end” is the 
conclusion of that prophetic period, and the salvation includes preservation through it. 
Paul did not tell the Philippian jailer to watch for the abomination, flee Judaea, refuse the 
beast, and endure until the heavens opened. He said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved.” Noah needed an ark, Israel needed blood upon the doorposts, 
and the Church-age sinner needs the gospel. God’s instructions are perfect when delivered 
to the people He addressed. 

“I never knew you” did not describe Christians Christ once knew and later rejected. The 
men in Matthew 7 possessed religious language, prophecy, supernatural claims, and many 
wonderful works, but Christ’s exact verdict was, “I never knew you.” Never does not mean 
temporarily. They arrived before the Judge presenting their résumé rather than His 
righteousness. Their profession was loud, their ministry spectacular, and their relationship 
nonexistent. The passage destroys false assurance built upon religious activity, but it does 
not destroy the true assurance of the person resting upon Christ. A counterfeit hundred-
dollar bill proves that imitation exists; it does not prove genuine currency disappears 
whenever someone discovers the forgery. 

The unpardonable sin was not an angry word, an unwanted thought, or a frightened 
believer’s season of doubt. Israel’s rulers stood before their physically present Messiah, 
witnessed an authenticated kingdom miracle performed through the Spirit of God, 
understood that the people were asking whether Christ was the Son of David, and 
deliberately attributed the Spirit’s work to Beelzebub. Mark explains the warning: “Because 



they said, He hath an unclean spirit.” Their blasphemy belonged to Israel’s escalating 
rejection of the King. Paul later testified that he had been “a blasphemer, and a persecutor, 
and injurious,” yet he obtained mercy. His conversion remains God’s public demonstration 
that ordinary blasphemy does not outrun Calvary. 

Hebrews 6 did not reveal a revolving door at the cross. The passage concerns Hebrews who 
were enlightened, tasted heavenly blessing, participated in the Holy Ghost’s supernatural 
operations, experienced the good word of God, and witnessed “the powers of the world to 
come.” Israel’s wilderness history had already demonstrated that a people could 
experience extraordinary covenant blessings and still fall through unbelief. The 
impossibility described in Hebrews 6 is not the impossibility of a Christian confessing a sin 
and returning to fellowship. It concerns decisive apostasy after overwhelming light—a 
rejection of God’s final provision that cannot be repaired by crucifying the Son of God 
afresh. There is no second Christ waiting behind the first one. 

Hebrews 10 likewise did not teach that one deliberate act of disobedience exhausts 
Christ’s blood. The chapter begins by contrasting the repeated Levitical offerings with 
Christ’s “one sacrifice for sins for ever.” The wilful sin is defined by the passage as treading 
underfoot the Son of God, counting covenant blood unholy, and doing despite unto the 
Spirit of grace. “There remaineth no more sacrifice for sins” because no alternative 
sacrifice exists after Christ. The apostate cannot retreat into Moses and find an animal 
capable of taking away sin. The warning magnifies Calvary’s exclusiveness; it does not 
question Calvary’s sufficiency. Reject the Lamb, and the sacrificial stall is empty. Receive 
the Lamb, and no additional offering is necessary. 

“Fallen from grace” did not mean fallen out of Christ. Galatians 5 concerns circumcision, 
law, bondage, justification, the flesh, and the attempt to perfect through human 
performance what began through the Spirit. Falling from grace is abandoning grace as the 
operating principle and returning to law for justification or spiritual standing. The legalist 
who quotes that phrase to make salvation depend upon continued Christian performance 
has reenacted the Galatian error while pretending to correct it. He uses “fallen from grace” 
to push believers from grace into law and never notices that his entire sermon is lying face 
down beside the theological banana peel. 

The branches of John 15 did not reveal Spirit-baptized members being amputated from 
Christ’s body and returned to Adam. Christ spoke before Calvary, in the Upper Room, after 
Judas had departed, against the Old Testament background of Israel as God’s vine. His 
subject was abiding, fruit, purging, prayer, obedience, love, witness, withering, and 
usefulness. A disciple produces nothing apart from Christ. A barren life may be removed 
from service, a testimony may wither, and worthless work may end in fire. But Scripture 



proves that fire can consume a believer’s work while “he himself shall be saved; yet so as 
by fire.” Fruitfulness is conditional; eternal life remains God’s gift. 

Paul’s fear of becoming a castaway did not mean the apostle was uncertain whether he 
would escape hell. First Corinthians 9 speaks of running, striving for mastery, temperance, 
discipline, a prize, and an incorruptible crown. Paul governed his appetites because a 
saved man could become disapproved for useful service. He could preach to others and 
still wreck his own ministry. He could lose his crown, shame his testimony, injure churches, 
and finish upon the shelf. Eternal security does not promise that every Christian will finish 
well. It promises that Christ will finish the saving work He began, even when the believer 
makes a wreck of the stewardship entrusted to him. 

Revelation 3:5 did not say Christ would blot a sealed believer from the book of life. Christ 
said, “I will not blot out his name.” Religion converted that promise into the unstated threat, 
“I may erase you.” The Bible’s book language appears in contexts involving physical life, 
Israel’s national judgment, heavenly citizenship, prophetic deliverance, and final judgment. 
Those distinctions cannot be flattened into a single doctrine merely because names and 
books appear in each passage. John also defines the overcomer as the one born of God 
who believes that Jesus is the Son of God. Christ does not write salvation in pencil while an 
angel follows the believer with an eraser. He purchased redemption in blood. 

Together, these ten studies establish a set of distinctions that must remain intact. Salvation 
is not discipleship. Sonship is not service. Union is not communion. Justification is not 
sanctification in every biblical use of that word. Chastening is not condemnation. Physical 
death is not the second death. The Judgment Seat of Christ is not the great white throne. 
Losing reward is not losing righteousness. Falling from usefulness is not falling from God’s 
family. A false professor never possessing salvation is not a true believer losing it. Once 
those distinctions are respected, the warning passages stop contradicting the promises 
and begin fulfilling their intended purpose. 

That purpose includes warning the Christian with tremendous force. Eternal security does 
not protect rebellion from consequences. A saved man can sow to the flesh and “of the 
flesh reap corruption” (Galatians 6:8). He can become weak, sickly, and die beneath divine 
chastening. He can destroy his testimony in one foolish hour and spend years watching the 
ashes blow through the lives he injured. He can lose opportunities that never return, 
rewards that could have been eternal, and influence that no apology can fully restore. He 
can stand before Christ saved but empty-handed, while decades of religious activity burn 
like dry grass. A secure soul can still produce a wasted life. 



Grace is therefore not a hammock stretched between conversion and the Rapture so the 
believer can sleep through his calling. Titus 2:11–12 says the grace that brings salvation 
teaches believers to deny “ungodliness and worldly lusts” and to live “soberly, righteously, 
and godly, in this present world.” Grace teaches holiness without converting holiness into 
the price of salvation. The believer serves because he is accepted, not to become 
accepted. He walks because he has life, not to purchase life. He obeys because he belongs 
to Christ, not because every failure places Christ’s ownership in doubt. Law says, “Perform, 
and perhaps you will live.” Grace says, “You have life in Christ; now walk worthy of the 
calling.” 

The series also warns religious professors who possess confidence without Christ. Eternal 
security offers no comfort to a man who never believed the gospel. A prayer repeated 
without faith is not a magic spell. Baptism cannot regenerate a dead spirit. Church 
membership cannot place a sinner into Christ’s body. Miracles, ministry, prophecy, 
religious emotion, moral reform, and public reputation cannot substitute for the new birth. 
The question is not merely, “Do you believe salvation cannot be lost?” The question is, 
“Have you received the salvation Christ purchased?” Security belongs to the sheep Christ 
knows, not to wolves who learned the Shepherd’s vocabulary. 

The gospel remains “that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; And that he 
was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures” (1 Corinthians 
15:3–4). The sinner is not commanded to promise perfect performance, survive the 
Tribulation, join Israel’s covenant, keep Moses’ law, or build a religious résumé. He is 
commanded to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. Romans 4:5 says, “But to him that worketh 
not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.” 
Salvation begins where boasting dies and faith rests upon the finished work of Another. 

Once the believer has received Christ, assurance rests upon God’s record rather than the 
believer’s fluctuating feelings. First John 5:13 was written “that ye may know that ye have 
eternal life.” God did not say hope, guess, imagine, or remain nervously optimistic until the 
deathbed. He said know. The believer knows because God cannot lie, Christ cannot fail, 
the blood cannot lose its value, the Spirit cannot break His earnest, the Father cannot lose 
His possession, and the Son cannot cease His intercession. Feelings may swing like an 
unlocked gate in a storm, but God’s promise does not move with the weather. 

The final verdict is therefore settled. A Christian cannot lose eternal salvation because 
salvation rests upon Christ’s work rather than the Christian’s performance. Eternal life 
cannot end without language losing its meaning. A completed redemption cannot become 
incomplete without Christ’s sacrifice losing its sufficiency. A sealed possession cannot be 
unsealed before the day of redemption without God’s earnest becoming worthless. A 



member of Christ’s body cannot be restored to Adam without the Holy Ghost reversing His 
own baptism. A justified believer cannot be condemned without God overturning His own 
verdict. 

The Christian may lose much, and that truth should produce sobriety rather than laziness. 
He may lose the race’s reward, the servant’s approval, the disciple’s fruit, the preacher’s 
usefulness, the church’s testimony, the body’s health, and the life’s remaining years. But he 
cannot lose the Saviour who promised, “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” Salvation 
is not secure because the believer never lets go. It is secure because Christ never does. 
The sheep may wander, the son may rebel, the servant may fail, and the runner may 
stumble—but the Shepherd’s hand, the Father’s hand, the Spirit’s seal, the blood’s 
purchase, and the Intercessor’s prayer remain stronger than the believer’s weakness. 

Religion keeps people staring at their grip upon Christ because frightened people are easier 
to control. Scripture turns the believer’s eyes toward Christ’s grip upon him. Religion says, 
“Hold on tightly enough, behave consistently enough, endure successfully enough, and 
perhaps eternal life will remain eternal.” Christ says, “My sheep hear my voice, and I know 
them…and they shall never perish.” One message produces bondage because it rests upon 
man. The other produces assurance, gratitude, holiness, and service because it rests upon 
the Son of God. 

Can a Christian lose his salvation? He can no more lose God’s eternal life than Christ can 
return to the tomb and fail to rise. He can no more break the Spirit’s seal than he can erase 
the day of redemption from God’s calendar. He can no more undo justification than he can 
reverse Calvary, unspill the blood, and place sin back upon the account God cleared. 
Salvation is not a temporary permit, a religious lease, or a divine experiment. It is the 
finished work of Christ applied to the believing sinner by the power of God. The believer’s 
performance may be unfinished, uneven, and sometimes shameful—but the work that 
saves him was finished before he ever began. 

 

 



 


