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Introduction to Adoption and Inheritance: Sons Now, Heirs Forever 

Biblical salvation is not God conducting a prison-release program and hoping the former 
inmates stay out of trouble. It is not the Judge dismissing a few charges, pointing the 
criminal toward the courthouse exit, and wishing him better luck next time. When God 
saves a sinner, He does far more than pardon him. He redeems him from bondage, justifies 
him before the law, reconciles him to Himself, regenerates him by the Spirit, places him 
into Jesus Christ, seals him unto the day of redemption, gives him access to the Father, 
names him among the sons, and writes him into an inheritance that death cannot touch. 
The gospel does not merely open the cell; it brings the prisoner home. It does not simply 
remove the shackles; it gives the redeemed sinner the family name, seats him at the 
Father’s table, and marks him as an heir. Religion may scrub the prison walls, teach the 
captive better manners, hand him a ceremonial bath, and call the renovated cell salvation. 
Grace walks through the bars, raises the spiritually dead, and gives the slave a place 
among the sons. 

The doctrine of adoption begins long before a Gentile believer cries, “Abba, Father.” It 
begins with Israel, whom God called His son and His firstborn in Exodus 4:22. Romans 9:4 
says that to Israel “pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the 
giving of the law, and the service of God, and the promises.” Israel’s adoption is national, 
covenantal, and connected with a literal land, an earthly kingdom, David’s throne, and 
Messiah’s government among the nations. The Church’s adoption is spiritual, heavenly, 
and bound to union with the risen Jesus Christ. Both display the faithfulness of the same 
God, but they are not identical programs wearing different nametags. Israel does not 
become the Church because Israel sinned, and the Church does not receive permission to 
burglarize Israel’s covenant house because some Gentile theologian owns a large 
allegorical crowbar. Right division lets Israel keep the promises addressed to Israel and 
allows the Church to enjoy the riches revealed through Paul without robbing anybody’s 
mailbox. God is wealthy enough to keep every promise He made. 

This series must also distinguish the new birth from adoption. The doctrines belong 
together, but they are not the same thing. John 3 says, “Ye must be born again.” John 1 says 
believers are born “not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of 
God.” First Peter 1:23 says they are “born again, not of corruptible seed, but of 
incorruptible, by the word of God.” Birth concerns life; adoption concerns placement, 
standing, privilege, and inheritance. God does not take an unchanged child of wrath, alter a 
line on the paperwork, and pretend the devil’s offspring has become holy. He regenerates 
the believing sinner, imparts spiritual life, and makes him a new creature in Jesus Christ. 
Then He places that child in the recognized standing of a son. Birth explains how the 



believer enters God’s family; adoption explains the position he possesses within it. God 
gives both relationship and standing, life and legal privilege, the family nature and the 
family name. An earthly father may adopt a child and give him a home, name, and 
inheritance, but he cannot impart his own biological life to that child. God does what no 
earthly adoption can accomplish: He gives His child life from above and then grants him 
full standing in the Son. 

That standing was purchased at a price no sinner could contribute toward, imitate, or 
supplement. Galatians 4:4–5 says, “God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under 
the law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of 
sons.” The eternal Son entered the world of servants so servants could receive the standing 
of sons. He was made of a woman without receiving Adam’s corruption, made under the 
law without breaking a commandment, and made a curse for us without deserving 
judgment. Adoption is not divine sentimentality, religious poetry, or God becoming careless 
with His holiness during a soft afternoon. The Judge could receive criminals into His family 
only after justice had been completely satisfied. Christ took the condemned sinner’s place, 
bore the law’s curse, shed His precious blood, died, was buried, and rose again. The cross 
stands between the slave market and the Father’s house. Nobody climbs into this family 
through morality, baptism, law-keeping, church membership, sacraments, religious 
ancestry, or denominational paperwork. The only door bears the blood of Jesus Christ. 

Once redeemed and adopted, the believer no longer stands before God beneath the spirit 
of bondage. Romans 8:15 declares, “For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to 
fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption.” Salvation does not transfer a sinner from 
Satan’s plantation to a religious plantation where a priest, preacher, denomination, or 
terrified conscience carries the whip. The believer is no longer an unredeemed slave 
working for uncertain acceptance. He is a son serving from a relationship already secured 
in Christ. That security does not excuse carnality; it creates the proper foundation for 
obedience. A servant asks whether one failure will have him sold into the street; a son fears 
grieving the Father who brought him home. Grace does not teach sons to spit on the table, 
disgrace the family name, and use eternal security as a napkin. It teaches them to deny 
ungodliness and live soberly, righteously, and godly. The Father may chasten a disobedient 
son severely, but chastening is not condemnation. The rod proves relationship; it does not 
cancel it. 

The Spirit of adoption produces the cry, “Abba, Father.” Those words are not decorative 
beads strung onto a theological necklace. They are the language of a lawful relationship 
established by Christ and witnessed by the Holy Ghost. Galatians 4:6 says, “And because 
ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.” 



The Spirit does not cry within the sinner in order to persuade God to adopt him. He is sent 
“because ye are sons.” Nor is His witness a fog of emotions, mystical goose bumps, private 
revelations, or religious imagination. The Spirit who assures the believer is the same Spirit 
who inspired the written word, and He never testifies against His own Book. Assurance 
rests upon Christ’s finished work and God’s promises, not upon whether the believer woke 
up feeling unusually spiritual. Feelings rise and fall with sleep, pressure, health, 
temptation, disappointment, and the weather of the soul. God put assurance in writing 
because He knew feelings make poor witnesses under cross-examination. 

Adoption gives every believer the standing of a son, but it does not instantly produce 
mature conduct. The newest Christian is complete in Christ, accepted in the Beloved, 
indwelt by the Spirit, and secure in the family, yet he may remain an infant in knowledge, 
judgment, discernment, discipline, and service. The New Testament therefore commands 
believers to grow. Paul rebuked the Corinthians as “babes in Christ,” not because they were 
outside Christ, but because envy, strife, divisions, personality worship, immorality, and 
doctrinal confusion exposed their carnality. The modern church has filled its nursery with 
people saved long enough to have grandchildren. They live on religious sweets, chase every 
new teacher, mistake excitement for edification, and measure spirituality by volume. The 
Father wants sons who can handle strong meat, rightly divide the word of truth, endure 
correction, identify deception, carry responsibility, and feed somebody besides 
themselves. Adoption provides the seat at the table; maturity teaches the son not to throw 
the silverware. 

The believer’s sonship also includes a heavenly family identity. Ephesians says he is 
chosen in Christ, predestinated unto adoption, accepted in the Beloved, redeemed 
through Christ’s blood, forgiven according to grace, sealed with the Holy Spirit, and given 
the earnest of the inheritance. Hebrews 12 speaks of “the church of the firstborn, which are 
written in heaven.” Philippians 3 says, “our conversation is in heaven.” Earthly names can 
be slandered, forgotten, altered, carved into crumbling stones, or erased by governments, 
but the believer’s standing is recorded in a court beyond earthly jurisdiction. The Holy 
Ghost is not a temporary visitor who leaves whenever the Christian has a bad week. He is 
God’s seal upon purchased property and the earnest guaranteeing what remains to be 
received. The devil may accuse, the world may mock, and the flesh may fail, but none of 
those parties holds the pen. Heaven’s ledger is not maintained in pencil, and Christ’s blood 
is not an erasable signature. 

As an adopted son, the believer is “an heir of God through Christ.” Romans 8 says he is an 
heir of God and joint-heir with Christ, yet the verse immediately joins glory with suffering. 
Joint-heirship is not a divine credit card for bigger houses, fatter accounts, shinier 



automobiles, and religious toys expensive enough to make Babylon jealous. The appointed 
Heir is presently rejected by the world, and those joined to Him should not expect the 
government of the usurper to finance their coronation. The world crowned Christ with 
thorns; it is not obligated to applaud His sons. Suffering does not purchase salvation or add 
one drop to Christ’s blood, but faithful suffering and service bear directly upon reward, 
crowns, reigning privilege, and manifested glory. Salvation is a gift; reward is a recompense. 
Sonship is secure; crowns may be lost. The Judgment Seat of Christ will not determine who 
belongs to the family, but it will reveal what each family member did with the life grace gave 
him. Every believer will reach heaven because of Christ’s work, but some will arrive “saved; 
yet so as by fire,” carrying no surviving fruit from the years they were given. 

Much of the believer’s inheritance remains future. He has eternal life now, adoption now, 
access now, sealing now, acceptance now, and heavenly citizenship now, but he still lives 
in a mortal body and walks through a creation groaning beneath corruption. First Peter 
describes the inheritance as “incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, 
reserved in heaven.” Ephesians calls the Spirit “the earnest of our inheritance until the 
redemption of the purchased possession.” The believer owns the title before entering the 
estate’s complete enjoyment. The will has been read, the blood has sealed it, the 
resurrection has validated it, and the Spirit has witnessed it, but the visible estate has not 
yet arrived. Faith does not pretend present pain is unreal. It weighs present trouble against 
a promised glory that cannot fail. The Christian may look like a poor tenant living in Adam’s 
condemned neighborhood, but heaven identifies him as an heir whose future possessions 
will outlast the stars. 

The doctrine finally reaches its destination in “the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our 
body.” The believer possesses adoption now in standing but waits for its complete outward 
manifestation. At the Rapture, “the Lord himself shall descend from heaven,” the dead in 
Christ will rise, living believers will be caught up, and “we shall all be changed.” Corruption 
will put on incorruption, mortality will put on immortality, and Christ will fashion our vile 
body like His glorious body. God did not adopt sons to leave them permanently clothed in 
Adam’s rags, nor did Christ purchase bodies so worms could hold the deed forever. The 
grave is temporary storage for property marked by resurrection. When Christ appears, the 
hidden sons will be transformed; when He returns in glory, they will appear with Him. 
Adoption begins with a condemned sinner believing the gospel and ends with an immortal 
heir sharing Christ’s everlasting glory. 

This ten-essay series follows that entire road: from Israel, God’s national firstborn, to the 
believer’s spiritual birth and placement as a son; from the Son entering the slave market to 
the Spirit crying “Abba, Father”; from deliverance out of bondage to mature conduct within 



the household; from the heavenly family register to joint-heirship beneath the cross; from a 
reserved inheritance to the final redemption of the body. The message is bigger than 
pardon, deeper than sentiment, and stronger than religious uncertainty. God did not merely 
acquit the criminal. He brought him home, gave him life, placed him in Christ, gave him the 
family name, seated him at the table, sealed him with His Spirit, and wrote him into an 
inheritance. Sons now will be heirs forever because the Father who adopted them cannot 
lie, the Son who purchased them cannot die again, and the Spirit who sealed them will not 
abandon the purchased possession before redemption day. 

 

 

1 of 10 – Adoption and Inheritance: Israel, God’s Firstborn Son Among the Nations 

Key Passage: Exodus 4:22–23 — “And thou shalt say unto Pharaoh, Thus saith the 
LORD, Israel is my son, even my firstborn: And I say unto thee, Let my son go, that he 
may serve me.” 

Introduction 

The doctrine of adoption does not begin in a psychology office with a troubled sinner 
learning to feel better about himself. It begins in the court of Pharaoh, where Almighty God 
walked into the headquarters of the most powerful kingdom on earth and announced that 
the Hebrew slaves belonged to Him. “Israel is my son, even my firstborn.” That was not 
sentimental language, poetic decoration, or a religious slogan stitched onto a synagogue 
banner. It was a divine declaration of relationship, position, privilege, purpose, and 
inheritance. Egypt called Israel a labor force; Pharaoh called Israel property; the Egyptians 
called Israel a national nuisance; but God called Israel His son. There is the first great 
lesson in biblical adoption: God’s verdict overrules the world’s label. Pharaoh had bricks, 
taskmasters, armies, chariots, magicians, monuments, and a throne, but he did not have 
the authority to rename what God had claimed. The world can put a chain around 
something that belongs to God, but the chain does not transfer ownership. When God says, 
“my son,” every earthly deed of possession becomes wastepaper, and every tyrant holding 
the pen is living on borrowed time. Pharaoh imagined that he owned Israel because Israel 
was under his hand; God informed him that Israel was under His covenant. The distinction 
was settled in heaven before it was demonstrated at the Red Sea. 

Before the Church ever appeared as the body of Christ, before Paul wrote of “the adoption 
of children by Jesus Christ to himself” in Ephesians 1:5, and before a Gentile believer ever 
cried, “Abba, Father,” God had already placed adoption in the vocabulary of Scripture 
through His dealings with Israel. Paul states the matter plainly in Romans 9:4 when he 



speaks of his “kinsmen according to the flesh” and identifies them as Israelites, “to whom 
pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the 
service of God, and the promises.” Notice that Paul did not say those things formerly 
pertained to them until a committee of Gentile theologians repossessed the property. He 
said, “to whom pertaineth.” The adoption belonged to Israel as part of a national covenant 
calling. It was connected with visible glory, historical covenants, written law, ordained 
service, and specific promises. That adoption was not merely an inward spiritual 
experience possessed by every Israelite regardless of faith. It was the national placement 
of Israel as God’s covenant son among the nations. Every Israelite was part of the adopted 
nation, but not every Israelite was personally justified, regenerated, or faithful. Korah 
belonged to the nation, but the earth still swallowed him. Achan bore the family name, but 
judgment still found his tent. National position never canceled individual accountability. 

That distinction must be nailed down before the doctrinal termites arrive. Israel’s national 
adoption and the Church’s spiritual adoption come from the same God, depend upon His 
faithfulness, and display His sovereign grace, but they are not therefore identical. A kitchen 
and a bedroom may stand under the same roof without becoming the same room. Israel’s 
calling is national, covenantal, earthly, and connected with a promised land, a literal 
throne, a restored kingdom, and the reign of David’s greater Son. The Church’s calling is 
spiritual, heavenly, and joined to the risen Christ as His body. Israel is described as God’s 
wife in the prophetic relationship; the Church is presented as the bride of Christ. Israel was 
brought out of Egypt under Moses; the Church was formed by the baptism of the Holy 
Ghost. Israel was promised territory running from the river of Egypt to the Euphrates; the 
Church is blessed “with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ.” A man has to 
possess considerable theological talent to confuse a land grant with a seat in heavenly 
places, but religious scholarship has never suffered from a shortage of talented confusion. 
Right division does not set Scripture against Scripture. It allows every promise to reach the 
address God wrote upon the envelope. 

1. “Israel Is My Son”: The Declaration That Shook Pharaoh’s Throne 

God did not ask Pharaoh to consider Israel’s petition for improved working conditions. He 
did not send Moses to negotiate fewer bricks, longer lunch breaks, or one religious holiday 
per calendar year. The message was, “Let my son go, that he may serve me.” Divine 
ownership was the issue, and service was the purpose. Pharaoh’s greatest crime was not 
merely that he oppressed a vulnerable population; it was that he laid his hand upon God’s 
firstborn and refused the command of Israel’s Father. Exodus 4:23 continued, “and if thou 
refuse to let him go, behold, I will slay thy son, even thy firstborn.” The contest was 
therefore between two houses, two firstborns, two authorities, and two claims. Pharaoh 



had murdered Hebrew sons and attempted to weaken the covenant nation by destroying its 
male children. God answered that attack with measured judgment. The destroyer did not 
wander blindly through Egypt looking for unlucky houses. Judgment followed the line God 
had announced from the beginning: the man who would not release God’s firstborn would 
lose his own. Pharaoh thought he was conducting national policy; heaven called it an 
assault upon the family of God. Political language has always been useful for dressing 
murder in a clean suit, but God reads what is beneath the collar. 

The title “firstborn” speaks of position, preeminence, and inheritance, not merely 
chronological birth. Israel was not the first nation to exist. Egypt, Babel, Assyria, and other 
peoples had appeared before Israel emerged as a nation. Yet God placed Israel in the 
position of the firstborn among the nations because He had chosen that people for 
covenant privilege and kingdom purpose. Psalm 89:27 uses the same principle concerning 
David’s royal heir: “Also I will make him my firstborn, higher than the kings of the earth.” The 
one made firstborn is identified as “higher than the kings of the earth,” showing that the 
term carries the idea of rank and appointed supremacy. Israel was selected to stand at the 
head of the nations under the government of God, receive His oracles, display His law, host 
His sanctuary, produce the Messiah according to the flesh, and eventually become the 
channel of kingdom blessing to the earth. Firstborn status was never a trophy for Hebrew 
flesh to polish in pride; it was a divine appointment carrying staggering responsibility. 
Privilege without obedience does not produce immunity—it produces heavier judgment. 
The son brought nearest to the Father’s instruction is the son held most accountable for 
despising it. 

Israel’s adoption therefore established both dignity and duty. “Let my son go” was 
immediately followed by “that he may serve me.” God did not redeem Israel from Pharaoh 
so Israel could wander back to Egypt whenever it missed the onions and garlic. 
Redemption transferred the nation from the service of a tyrant to the service of the living 
God. Pharaoh said, “Make brick.” God said, “Build me a sanctuary.” Pharaoh consumed 
Israel’s strength for Egyptian glory; God called Israel to bear His name before the world. The 
modern religious imagination likes adoption as long as it means privileges without 
obligations, security without service, a family name without family conduct, and an 
inheritance without submission to the Father. Scripture will not cooperate with that 
arrangement. God does not bring a son out of the brick kiln so the son can establish a 
smaller Egypt in his own tent. Deliverance has a destination, and grace has a purpose. 
Israel was not set free to become autonomous; Israel was set free to belong openly, 
obediently, and exclusively to Jehovah. Freedom in Scripture is not the right to serve 
nobody. It is deliverance from the wrong master so that a man may serve the right One. 



2. Chosen by Grace, Not Crowned for Good Behavior 

Israel’s adoption rested upon God’s sovereign choice and covenant faithfulness, not upon 
Israel’s superior size, strength, intelligence, or moral record. Deuteronomy 7:6–8 states, 
“For thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God: the LORD thy God hath chosen thee to 
be a special people unto himself, above all people that are upon the face of the earth. The 
LORD did not set his love upon you, nor choose you, because ye were more in number than 
any people; for ye were the fewest of all people: But because the LORD loved you, and 
because he would keep the oath which he had sworn unto your fathers.” That passage 
removes every feather from the peacock of human pride. God chose Israel because He 
loved Israel and because He would keep His oath. The foundation was in God’s character, 
not Israel’s résumé. Abraham was called out of an idolatrous environment; Isaac was born 
by divine intervention; Jacob was chosen before the twins had “done any good or evil”; and 
the tribes descended from twelve men whose family history could have kept a courthouse 
busy for years. God did not find a polished nation and decide it would improve His 
reputation. He took what was weak, small, enslaved, and despised, then attached His 
name to it so the glory would belong to Him. 

That choice did not mean God approved everything Israel did. Divine election is not divine 
endorsement of every elected person’s behavior. The Old Testament is brutally honest 
about Israel’s unbelief, murmuring, rebellion, idolatry, immorality, political treachery, and 
spiritual adultery. God called them “a stiffnecked people” before they were halfway through 
the wilderness. They danced around a golden calf while the law against idolatry was still 
warm from the finger of God. They complained about manna falling freely from heaven 
because fallen flesh can turn a miracle into a menu grievance within a week. Yet their 
failures did not retroactively create or cancel God’s original choice. God chastened them, 
scattered them, permitted enemies to conquer them, and hid His face from them, but He 
did not discover Israel’s character as though omniscience had overlooked a paragraph in 
the application. Grace chose with full knowledge of the chosen object’s weakness. A 
covenant founded upon God’s foreknowledge cannot be surprised into bankruptcy by 
human failure. 

The same truth destroys the smug argument that Israel’s sin permanently transferred her 
promises to a more deserving Gentile institution. If Israel had to deserve the covenant, she 
never would have received it in the first place. If the Church now claims Israel’s inheritance 
on the basis of superior faithfulness, the Church should inspect its own history before 
submitting the paperwork. Two thousand years of doctrinal corruption, political 
compromise, persecution, religious murder, clerical scandal, denominational pride, and 
biblical unbelief do not resemble a spotless record of covenant merit. The Gentile church 



world has no grounds for standing over Israel like a Pharisee in a stained-glass window and 
saying, “God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are.” Romans 11:20 gives the proper 
warning: “Be not highminded, but fear.” Israel fell through unbelief, and Gentile 
Christendom has spent centuries proving that unbelief speaks Greek, Latin, German, and 
English just as fluently as Hebrew. Grace leaves no room for boasting. The moment a 
recipient of mercy begins sneering at another fallen recipient, he has forgotten both the pit 
and the rope. 

3. Out of Egypt: The Redemption of the National Firstborn 

Israel’s national adoption was revealed before the Exodus, but it was publicly 
demonstrated through redemption. God brought His son out of the house of bondage by 
blood and power. The Passover placed blood upon the lintel and side posts, while the Red 
Sea separated the redeemed nation from the dominion of Pharaoh. Those two events must 
remain in their proper order. The blood came before the water, and redemption came 
before national service at Sinai. Israel did not keep the law to earn release from Egypt; the 
law was given to a nation already brought out. Exodus 20 begins, “I am the LORD thy God, 
which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage,” and only 
then proceeds to the commandments. God did not stand on Sinai and tell Egyptian slaves 
to climb the mountain by good works until they deserved emancipation. He broke 
Pharaoh’s grip, passed over the blood-marked houses, opened the sea, buried the pursuing 
army, and then instructed the redeemed people concerning their covenant walk. Every 
false religion reverses the order and tells the slave to keep enough rules to qualify for 
deliverance. God delivers first and then commands the delivered to walk like people who 
belong to Him. 

The Passover was especially bound to the firstborn. Exodus 13:2 records God’s command: 
“Sanctify unto me all the firstborn, whatsoever openeth the womb among the children of 
Israel, both of man and of beast: it is mine.” The firstborn of Israel lived because a 
substitute died and blood stood between the household and judgment. The nation could 
never speak of firstborn privilege without remembering firstborn redemption. Its very title 
carried the smell of roasted lamb and the sight of blood upon the door. Israel’s adoption 
was not a cheap ornament attached to ethnic pride; it was inseparable from sacrifice. 
When God claimed Israel as His firstborn, He claimed a people preserved from death by 
the blood of a lamb. That pattern points beyond Egypt to “Christ our passover,” who “is 
sacrificed for us.” Yet the typology must not be used to erase the historical nation through 
whom the type was given. A shadow may point to the substance without ceasing to be a 
real shadow cast in a real place by a real object. The Exodus happened to literal Israel, and 
the doctrines illustrated by it do not authorize anyone to steal Israel’s nameplate. 



At the Red Sea, the Father defended His son against the returning slave master. Pharaoh 
had released Israel under judgment, then changed his mind and pursued with chariots. 
Bondage rarely waves goodbye gracefully. Egypt wanted its labor force back, just as sin, the 
world, and the devil continue reaching after what God has delivered. Moses told the 
people, “Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD.” The sea opened for 
Israel and closed over Egypt, proving that the same divine act can be salvation to one side 
and judgment to the other. Israel walked through on dry ground; Pharaoh’s army received a 
saltwater burial without benefit of clergy. God was not embarrassed by decisive judgment, 
and Moses did not apologize for singing about it in Exodus 15. The deliverance of the son 
required the destruction of the power determined to enslave him. A generation that wants 
redemption without judgment wants an Exodus in which Israel escapes while Pharaoh 
keeps the chariots, the army, the slaves, and the final word. The Bible is less civilized than 
that because the Bible knows evil must eventually drown. 

4. The Land Was an Inheritance, Not a Spiritual Metaphor 

Israel’s adopted status was joined to a definite earthly inheritance. God promised Abraham 
a literal land before Israel possessed it, before Moses received the law, and before the 
nation had accumulated either a record of obedience or disobedience. Genesis 15:18 
declares, “Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, 
the river Euphrates.” The boundaries were geographical, the recipients were Abraham’s 
physical seed through Isaac and Jacob, and the promise was confirmed by covenant. God 
did not give Abraham a misty spiritual feeling somewhere between Egypt and the 
Euphrates. He gave him land. Abraham walked through it, dwelt in it, buried Sarah in it, and 
looked for the fulfillment of what God had sworn. Israel’s relationship to that land is not a 
late political invention, a medieval church theory, or a twentieth-century theological 
improvisation. It is written across Genesis before Pharaoh ever heard Moses’ name. A man 
may dislike the deed, dispute the Owner, and hire theologians to redraw the boundary 
lines, but heaven does not alter real estate records to accommodate human irritation. 

The Abrahamic covenant and the Mosaic covenant must be distinguished. The land grant 
rested upon God’s unconditional oath to the fathers, while Israel’s enjoyment and 
continued occupation of the land under the law depended upon national obedience. 
Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 28 warned that rebellion would bring famine, defeat, 
captivity, and scattering. Israel could be removed from the land for disobedience without 
God canceling the original title. A landlord may expel a disobedient occupant from present 
enjoyment without transferring the deed to the neighbor who helped carry out the furniture. 
That is exactly where much covenant theology commits spiritual burglary. Israel was 
scattered, so the theologian assumes the inheritance became available and the Church 



moved in by allegory. But Deuteronomy 30 anticipated the scattering and promised a 
regathering. The prophets spoke of Israel returning to the same land from which Israel had 
been driven. Discipline interrupted possession; it did not annihilate promise. God knew 
every rebellion before He issued the covenant, and He wrote restoration into the prophetic 
record before the worst rebellion occurred. 

The earthly nature of Israel’s inheritance also distinguishes it from the Church’s heavenly 
position. Ephesians 2:6 says God “hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” The Church’s blessings are “in heavenly places in Christ,” 
while Israel’s national promises involve a land, a city, a throne, a temple, priestly service, 
agricultural abundance, peace among nations, and Messiah ruling from Jerusalem. These 
are not competing programs; they are distinct parts of one divine purpose centered in Jesus 
Christ. The King can possess a heavenly body and an earthly kingdom without suffering an 
identity crisis. God can glorify Christ above the heavens through His body and upon the 
earth through restored Israel. Only a theological miser insists God has one handful of 
blessings and must snatch them from Israel before giving anything to the Church. The 
riches of Christ are not so thin that one people must be disinherited to keep another 
supplied. Right division does not diminish grace; it reveals how enormous God’s purpose 
actually is. 

5. “Out of Egypt Have I Called My Son”: Israel and the Greater Son 

Hosea 11:1 says, “When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and called my son out of 
Egypt.” In its historical setting, the verse plainly looks back to the Exodus. Israel is the child, 
God is the Father, and Egypt is the place from which the son was called. Yet Matthew 2:14–
15 applies the passage to the Lord Jesus Christ after Joseph takes Him into Egypt and later 
returns: “that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Out 
of Egypt have I called my son.” The Holy Ghost is not confused about His own grammar. 
Israel, the national son, becomes a prophetic pattern of Christ, the perfect Son. The history 
of the nation foreshadows the path of the Messiah. Both are connected with Egypt, both are 
called out, both pass through waters, both are tested in the wilderness, and both are 
identified with God’s kingdom purpose. Where Israel failed, Christ obeyed. The national son 
murmured; the only begotten Son answered, “It is written.” Israel bowed before idols; 
Christ refused the kingdoms of the world when offered by the devil. The pattern was 
imperfect in Israel and perfect in Christ. 

This relationship does not mean Christ is merely a symbol for Israel or that Israel 
evaporates into Christ until no national promises remain. It means the Messiah gathers up 
Israel’s calling in Himself, fulfills righteousness, secures the covenants, and becomes the 
One through whom national restoration will be accomplished. Romans 15:8 says, “Jesus 



Christ was a minister of the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises 
made unto the fathers.” He came to confirm those promises, not to perform their funeral. 
The incarnation placed the rightful Heir within the house of David, the tribe of Judah, the 
seed of Abraham, and the nation of Israel. Matthew begins with “Jesus Christ, the son of 
David, the son of Abraham” because the throne and the covenant are not optional 
background decorations. Bethlehem, Nazareth, Jerusalem, Calvary, and the empty tomb 
belong to the historical geography of Israel’s Messiah. Christianity is not a collection of 
timeless spiritual principles floating above history like religious steam. God entered history 
through the nation He had chosen, and the risen Christ still bears the identity Scripture 
gives Him. 

The Lord Jesus is therefore the center in whom Israel’s adoption and inheritance find their 
certainty. Israel failed under law, rejected her King, and presently experiences blindness “in 
part,” but the Son in whom the promises are secured did not fail. God’s future purpose for 
Israel does not rest upon Israel’s ability to repair her past. It rests upon Christ’s ability to 
fulfill the Father’s covenant. Isaiah 9:6–7 promises that the Son will sit “upon the throne of 
David, and upon his kingdom,” and the zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform it. That throne 
was not in Rome, London, Geneva, or Washington. David never reigned over a spiritual 
abstraction called the universal invisible church. He sat upon an earthly throne in 
Jerusalem, ruling the nation of Israel. If Christ never literally occupies that throne, then the 
angel’s words in Luke 1:32–33 require a dictionary written by somebody who thinks nouns 
are suggestions. Gabriel said the Lord God would give Jesus “the throne of his father David” 
and that He would “reign over the house of Jacob for ever.” Heaven does not need an 
allegorical moving company to deliver David’s throne to a Gentile denomination. 

6. Israel Is Not the Church, and the Church Is Not Israel in a New Hat 

Romans 9:4 identifies national privileges that “pertaineth” to Israel: “the adoption, and the 
glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service of God, and the 
promises.” Each term points to Israel’s historical and prophetic calling. The glory filled 
Israel’s tabernacle and temple. The covenants were made with Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, 
David, and the houses of Israel and Judah. The law was given at Sinai to the nation brought 
out of Egypt. The service involved a Levitical priesthood, animal sacrifices, feast days, a 
sanctuary, and ordained ceremonies. The promises included a land, a throne, national 
restoration, and kingdom blessing. None of this should be difficult unless a system has 
already decided what Paul is permitted to mean. The verse does not say that the adoption 
pertained to an undefined spiritual Israel composed of all believers in every age. Paul 
identifies his “kinsmen according to the flesh,” then calls them Israelites. The Holy Ghost 



installed both a nameplate and a forwarding address, but theology keeps insisting the mail 
belongs elsewhere. 

The Church, by contrast, is one body composed of believing Jews and Gentiles reconciled 
to God by the cross. Ephesians 2 teaches that Christ “hath made both one” and created “in 
himself of twain one new man.” A new man is not old Israel with Gentile accessories. First 
Corinthians 12:13 says, “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be 
Jews or Gentiles.” Entrance into that body is by the operation of the Holy Spirit, not physical 
descent from Abraham, circumcision, national covenant, or Mosaic law. Galatians 3:28 
states that within this spiritual body “there is neither Jew nor Greek,” because all are one in 
Christ Jesus. That does not erase natural distinctions everywhere in God’s program any 
more than “there is neither male nor female” abolishes biological sex. It establishes 
spiritual equality and unity in Christ. A Jewish believer does not cease to possess Jewish 
ancestry, and a Gentile believer does not become a twelve-tribed Hebrew by learning to 
pronounce “shalom.” Both become members of something new—the body of Christ. 

The failure to distinguish Israel and the Church does violence in both directions. It robs 
Israel of promises God swore to fulfill, and it drags the Church backward under ordinances 
never given to the body of Christ. Once the distinction is blurred, the religious shop fills 
quickly with Sabbath bondage, priestcraft, sacramentalism, holy days, altars, vestments, 
incense, state churches, earthly kingdoms, and men claiming authority that belonged to 
apostles or Levites. When the Church steals Israel’s furniture, she soon begins acting like 
an Old Testament monarchy run by unsanctified Gentiles. She builds temples, installs 
priests, manufactures rituals, and eventually persecutes anyone who asks where Paul put 
all that equipment. Right division protects both programs. Israel remains Israel, the Church 
remains the Church, and Jesus Christ remains the Head and Heir in whom every purpose of 
God will reach its appointed fulfillment. Confusion always fattens religious government; 
biblical distinction keeps the keys out of the wrong hands. 

7. The Firstborn Is Chastened, Scattered, and Still Not Forgotten 

Israel’s national adoption did not prevent severe chastening. In fact, the relationship made 
chastening inevitable. Amos 3:2 records God’s words to Israel: “You only have I known of all 
the families of the earth: therefore I will punish you for all your iniquities.” The word 
“therefore” destroys the notion that covenant privilege eliminates judgment. God punished 
Israel because Israel belonged to Him in a peculiar covenant relationship and had sinned 
against greater light. The northern kingdom went into Assyrian captivity; Judah went into 
Babylon; Jerusalem was destroyed; the temple was burned; and the people were scattered 
among the nations. Later, after the rejection of Christ, Jerusalem fell again, and the Jewish 
people endured centuries of dispersion and persecution. The prophets did not minimize 



Israel’s guilt. They compared the nation to an unfaithful wife, a rebellious son, a diseased 
body, a corrupt vineyard, and dross in the furnace. God never concealed the family scandal 
to preserve a religious public image. The Bible tells the truth about its heroes and its 
chosen nation because God’s truth does not need airbrushing. 

Yet chastening is not abandonment, and scattering is not cancellation. Jeremiah 31:35–37 
ties Israel’s continued national existence to the ordinances of the sun, moon, and stars. 
God says that if those ordinances depart from before Him, “then the seed of Israel also 
shall cease from being a nation before me for ever.” He further declares that if heaven can 
be measured and the foundations of the earth searched out, then He will cast off all the 
seed of Israel for all they have done. Men have therefore spent centuries trying to 
accomplish theologically what God attached to impossible conditions. The sun still rises, 
the moon still gives her appointed light, and Israel still irritates every devil with a map and 
every theologian with an eraser. The preservation of the Jewish people through dispersion, 
persecution, attempted extermination, and assimilation is not an accident of sociology. 
Nations far larger have vanished into history while Israel remains identifiable. God is not 
keeping Israel because Israel has always been faithful; He is keeping Israel because He 
has. 

Romans 11 provides the apostolic verdict: “God hath not cast away his people which he 
foreknew.” Paul himself was evidence, “an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of 
Benjamin.” Israel’s present blindness is partial and temporary: “blindness in part is 
happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.” The word “until” places a 
limit upon the blindness. The passage continues, “And so all Israel shall be saved,” 
grounding that future salvation in the coming Deliverer and God’s covenant to take away 
their sins. Concerning the gospel they are enemies for the Gentiles’ sake, “but as touching 
the election, they are beloved for the fathers’ sakes. For the gifts and calling of God are 
without repentance.” God has not changed His mind about Abraham because modern 
commentators have changed editions. Israel’s restoration will not be the triumph of Jewish 
flesh; it will be the triumph of divine mercy. The firstborn wandered, rebelled, suffered, and 
was scattered, but the Father has not burned the family record. 

Conclusion 

The doctrine of Israel’s national adoption establishes the foundation upon which the rest of 
the series must stand. Before God revealed the Church’s adoption through Paul, He 
declared Israel to be His son and His firstborn. That declaration involved election, 
redemption, service, discipline, covenant privilege, and earthly inheritance. Israel was 
chosen by grace, brought out by blood and power, placed under law, given the glory and 
service of God, and promised a land and kingdom under Messiah. The nation’s unbelief 



brought terrible judgment, but it did not turn the truthfulness of God into a temporary 
arrangement. Men break contracts because circumstances change, resources fail, 
memories fade, and character collapses. None of those weaknesses belongs to God. He 
knew Israel’s entire history when He swore the covenant, and not one headline has 
surprised Him into revising the text. The God who told Pharaoh, “Israel is my son,” will still 
be speaking when every Pharaoh, empire, critic, and theological system has gone to dust. 

This truth also places a solemn warning before the Gentile believer. Romans 11 does not 
permit boasting against the natural branches. “Thou bearest not the root, but the root 
thee.” The Church owes an incalculable historical debt to the nation through whom came 
the Scriptures, the covenants, the apostles, and “Christ concerning the flesh, who is over 
all, God blessed for ever.” That debt does not require approving every act of an unbelieving 
government, treating every Jewish individual as automatically saved, or confusing natural 
descent with regeneration. Jewish sinners need the gospel exactly as Gentile sinners do, 
for “there is no difference: For all have sinned.” But gospel equality does not authorize 
covenant theft. A Jew without Christ is lost, and a Gentile in Christ is saved; nevertheless, 
God’s national purposes for Israel remain what the prophets and apostles declared. The 
correct response is neither sentimental favoritism nor arrogant contempt. It is biblical 
precision. Love tells a Jew he needs Christ, and faith believes God will keep His word to 
Israel. 

Israel’s adoption finally directs the eye toward Jesus Christ, the perfect Son, rightful 
Firstborn, promised King, and covenant Heir. He came through Israel according to the 
flesh, fulfilled where Israel failed, died for the sins of the world, rose from the dead, and will 
return to complete every word the Father has spoken. The throne of David will not remain 
vacant forever. Jerusalem will not remain trampled forever. Israel will not remain blinded 
forever. The nations will not rage forever. The rejected King will come with the title deed, the 
sword, and the authority to settle every account. God did not bring His firstborn out of 
Egypt, carry him through the wilderness, preserve him through captivity, scatter him among 
the nations, and guard him through centuries merely to forget the conclusion. Men may 
lose sons in crowds, records in fires, and promises in legal loopholes; God loses nothing. 
Israel’s history is the standing proof that when God writes a name into His purpose, neither 
Pharaoh’s chain, Babylon’s furnace, Rome’s sword, nor a theologian’s fountain pen can blot 
it out. 

 

 

2 of 10 – Adoption and Inheritance: Born Into Life, Placed Into Privilege 



Key Passage: Galatians 4:4–7 — “But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent 
forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, To redeem them that were under 
the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. And because ye are sons, God 
hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore 
thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.” 

Introduction 

Salvation is bigger than most pulpits make it. In the average religious presentation, the 
sinner admits he has made a few mistakes, Jesus kindly erases the red marks, and heaven 
becomes a retirement community waiting at the end of an improved life. That is not New 
Testament salvation; that is spiritual bookkeeping performed by men who have never 
opened the whole ledger. When God saves a sinner, He does not merely forgive his past 
and point him toward a better future. He quickens the dead, justifies the guilty, redeems 
the captive, reconciles the enemy, sanctifies the unclean, seals the purchased possession, 
baptizes the believer into Christ, makes him a member of Christ’s body, gives him the Holy 
Ghost, and places him before God in the standing of a son. Salvation is not God applying 
fresh paint to Adam’s condemned house. It is God bringing forth a new creature in Jesus 
Christ and giving that creature a position Adam could never earn. Religion renovates the 
corpse and wonders why the room still smells. The gospel raises the dead and seats him in 
heavenly places. 

Two great doctrines belong to this work of grace: the new birth and adoption. They are 
connected, occur together in the salvation of the believer, and arise from union with Jesus 
Christ, but they are not interchangeable expressions. John 3 speaks of being “born again.” 
John 1:12–13 speaks of those who are “born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of 
the will of man, but of God.” First Peter 1:23 speaks of being “born again, not of corruptible 
seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God.” Those passages concern the impartation of 
spiritual life. Romans 8, Galatians 4, and Ephesians 1 speak of adoption, which concerns 
placement, standing, recognition, privilege, and inheritance. Birth answers the question, 
“How did I receive life in God’s family?” Adoption answers, “What position has God given 
me within that family?” The sinner is not merely declared alive and left crawling around the 
front porch. God gives him life and brings him inside; He makes him a child and places him 
in the recognized standing of a son. Birth gives relationship; adoption declares position. 
Birth brings us into the household; adoption seats us among the heirs. 

The distinction matters because doctrinal confusion always robs the believer of something 
God purchased for him. If birth and adoption are collapsed into one vague religious feeling, 
the riches of grace disappear into a fog bank. On the other hand, if they are separated as 
though God merely adopted an unchanged child of Adam without regenerating him, the 



gospel is reduced to a legal fiction that leaves the sinner’s nature untouched. God does not 
bring the devil’s offspring into heaven, hand it a family badge, and hope eternity improves 
its manners. The natural man must be born again. Flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God, and Adam’s fallen seed cannot be educated into divine life. But the God 
who regenerates the believing sinner does not stop after producing spiritual infancy. In the 
same saving transaction, He places that believer into Jesus Christ and grants him the full 
standing of sonship. There is no probationary bunkhouse behind the Father’s mansion 
where newly saved sinners wait to see whether they qualify for the family name. The 
moment a sinner believes the gospel, he receives life from God and standing before God—
born into life and placed into privilege. 

1. “Ye Must Be Born Again”: Life Cannot Be Manufactured 

The Lord Jesus did not tell Nicodemus that he needed religious improvement. Nicodemus 
was already religious enough to make the average church member look like a carnival 
worker. He was “a man of the Pharisees,” “a ruler of the Jews,” and a recognized “master of 
Israel.” He possessed ancestry, education, reputation, discipline, ceremonial standing, and 
detailed knowledge of the law. Yet Christ looked through the robes, titles, traditions, and 
public respectability and said, “Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God.” Nicodemus did not need another degree, a deeper ritual, or a stronger resolution. He 
needed a birth because, underneath the religious furniture, he possessed only the life he 
had received from Adam. No amount of Pharisaical polish could turn Adamic flesh into 
spiritual life. You can teach a corpse to sit upright, dress it in respectable clothing, and 
enroll it in a Bible conference, but you still have to bury it before Friday. Religion specializes 
in arranging dead men attractively; Jesus Christ came to make dead men alive. 

John 3:6 gives the unalterable division: “That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that 
which is born of the Spirit is spirit.” Flesh does not gradually ripen into spirit through church 
attendance, baptism, sacraments, charitable giving, moral reform, or theological 
education. Flesh remains flesh. A man may discipline it, restrain it, decorate it, and teach it 
the vocabulary of Canaan, but he cannot change its source or nature. “Who can bring a 
clean thing out of an unclean? not one.” The first birth gives natural life in Adam; the second 
birth gives spiritual life in Christ. The first birth brings a man into a dying race under 
condemnation; the second brings him into possession of eternal life. The first birth came 
through corruptible seed; the second comes through “incorruptible” seed, “by the word of 
God, which liveth and abideth for ever.” God did not assign the Church the job of 
manufacturing spiritual children with water, wafers, robes, oil, candles, or ecclesiastical 
machinery. The Spirit of God uses the word of God to produce life in the sinner who 
believes the gospel of Christ. 



This is why the expression “born again” must never be reduced to a social label for a certain 
kind of conservative religious person. In modern speech, a man changes political parties, 
adopts new habits, becomes enthusiastic about a cause, and the world calls him “born 
again.” The Bible does not. Regeneration is not a personality adjustment, emotional 
renewal, recovery program, second chance, or change of scenery. It is the impartation of 
life where spiritual death reigned. Ephesians 2:1 says, “And you hath he quickened, who 
were dead in trespasses and sins.” The sinner does not need help climbing a ladder to God 
because he is lying dead at the bottom of it. He does not need a motivational speaker 
shouting instructions from the top; he needs the voice that called Lazarus from the tomb. 
When the sinner believes that Christ died for his sins, was buried, and rose again, the Holy 
Ghost performs what religion cannot counterfeit: He quickens the dead spirit and creates 
life that did not exist before. Regeneration is not Adam improving; it is life arriving from 
above. 

2. The Gospel Does Not Adopt Adam’s Corpse 

The natural man’s condition is far worse than modern preaching admits. He is not a 
basically healthy child who wandered into the wrong neighborhood and needs directions 
home. Ephesians 2 describes him as dead in trespasses and sins, walking “according to 
the course of this world,” under “the prince of the power of the air,” fulfilling “the desires of 
the flesh and of the mind,” and being “by nature the children of wrath.” Romans 5 places 
him in Adam, where sin reigns, death rules, and condemnation has passed upon all men. 
John 8:44 records Christ telling unbelieving religious men, “Ye are of your father the devil, 
and the lusts of your father ye will do.” That language leaves little room for the syrupy 
doctrine that every human being is already a child of God and simply needs to recognize his 
inner divinity. All men are God’s creatures, but all men are not God’s children by spiritual 
relationship. Creation does not equal regeneration. A rat may live in the king’s palace, but 
residence does not put royal blood in its veins. 

Therefore, biblical adoption cannot mean that God merely takes an unchanged sinner, 
transfers his paperwork from Satan’s household, and calls him a son while leaving his 
nature exactly as it was. That would make salvation an administrative shuffle rather than a 
spiritual miracle. The sinner requires more than a new legal name; he requires new life. He 
needs more than a change of status; he needs deliverance from his identity and standing in 
Adam. Second Corinthians 5:17 says, “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature.” God does not pronounce the old creature new because heaven has become 
careless with adjectives. The believer is joined to Christ, made a participant in resurrection 
life, and brought into a relationship that did not exist before faith. The old Adamic man is 
judicially crucified with Christ, and the believer stands before God in the risen Son. 



Salvation is not the Father pretending a child of wrath was always a child of grace. It is God 
placing the believing sinner into Christ and dealing with him according to the worth, 
righteousness, life, and standing of His Son. 

That truth exposes the weakness of religion’s favorite remedies. Religion tries to civilize the 
flesh because it has no power to regenerate it. It trims the branches of the corrupt tree, 
sprays perfume over the rotten fruit, and holds a banquet to celebrate agricultural 
progress. It tells the sinner to be sincere, join something, give something, stop something, 
promise something, confess to somebody, submit to a ceremony, and hope the divine 
scales lean in his favor. But Galatians 6:15 says, “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision 
availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature.” Circumcision was a God-given 
ordinance for Israel, yet even that could not produce spiritual life. If an ordinance God 
commanded could not regenerate the heart, the homemade rituals of Gentile religion have 
even less chance. The gospel does not offer renovation to Adam’s condemned building. It 
announces that the building has been judged at the cross and that life is found only in the 
risen Christ. God does not improve the old family tree; He places the believer into a new 
creation whose Root is immortal. 

3. Born of God, Not Sponsored by Human Will 

John 1:12–13 states, “But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the 
sons of God, even to them that believe on his name.” The passage immediately adds that 
these were born “not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” 
Spiritual birth is not inherited through natural ancestry. A man may descend from a line of 
preachers, missionaries, martyrs, or church founders and still go to hell with the family 
Bible under his arm. God has no grandchildren. Nobody enters His family because his 
mother prayed, his father preached, his grandfather built the church, or his relatives kept a 
pew warm for fifty years. Natural blood can transmit eye color, facial features, physical 
weakness, and Adam’s sinful nature, but it cannot transmit eternal life. Salvation does not 
run through the family bloodstream. It comes through personal faith in Jesus Christ. The 
child of the finest Christian home must be born again just as surely as the child raised in a 
tavern, temple, mosque, or atheist classroom. 

Nor is the new birth “of the will of the flesh.” Fallen flesh may become frightened by 
judgment, stirred by music, impressed by a speaker, embarrassed by public pressure, or 
temporarily determined to behave better, but human emotion cannot manufacture 
regeneration. A man can walk an aisle without coming to Christ. He can cry without 
believing, pray words without trusting the gospel, and make promises that die before the 
parking lot empties. The issue is not whether the sinner experienced a dramatic 
atmosphere; the issue is whether he believed on the Lord Jesus Christ. First Corinthians 



15:1–4 defines the gospel by Christ’s death for our sins, His burial, and His resurrection 
according to the Scriptures. Romans 4:5 says, “But to him that worketh not, but believeth 
on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.” Faith does not 
become a meritorious work that persuades God to save a worthy man. It is the empty hand 
receiving what Christ accomplished for the unworthy. 

The birth is also not “of the will of man.” No priest, preacher, parent, pope, rabbi, bishop, 
denominational board, or religious institution has the authority to generate a child of God. 
A clergyman may pronounce words over water, place his hand upon a head, issue a 
certificate, enter a name in a register, and assure the subject that heaven has accepted the 
paperwork, but the Holy Ghost is not employed by the denominational office. Men can 
create church members; only God can create sons. Men can administer outward 
ordinances; only God can impart inward life. Men can forge records that fool a 
congregation; they cannot forge the life of Christ in the soul. The new birth is “of God.” It 
rests upon His word, His Spirit, His Son, and His promise. That is why the believer’s life is 
as secure as its Source. If eternal life originated in human will, human weakness could 
extinguish it. But the life born of God does not depend upon Adam’s strength to remain 
alive. The river cannot rise higher than its source, and the life that comes from the eternal 
God does not arrive with an expiration date. 

4. Adoption Is Placement, Not Spiritual Obstetrics 

Once the necessity of the new birth is established, adoption can be understood without 
turning it into a substitute for regeneration. Galatians 4:4–5 says, “God sent forth his Son, 
made of a woman, made under the law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we 
might receive the adoption of sons.” Adoption concerns the believer’s placement in the 
standing of a son. It does not describe God causing the sinner to be born; it describes the 
position God grants to the one redeemed through Christ. Ephesians 1:5 says believers were 
predestinated “unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the 
good pleasure of his will.” Romans 8:15 declares that we have “received the Spirit of 
adoption.” These passages speak of appointment, standing, recognition, privilege, access, 
and inheritance. Birth is about the impartation of life; adoption is about the position 
assigned to that life. God performs both, but the Holy Ghost did not use different words 
because His vocabulary was running short. 

The adoption of sons must also be distinguished from the ordinary modern picture of an 
unrelated child brought legally into a human family. That earthly act can be noble, loving, 
and sacrificial, but the biblical doctrine reaches beyond the illustration. God does not 
merely take a stranger and change his surname while leaving him unrelated in nature. He 
first gives the believer His own spiritual life through regeneration. Then, because the 



believer is in Christ, God places him in the full standing and privilege of sonship. The divine 
arrangement combines what no earthly adoption can accomplish. An earthly father may 
give an adopted child his name, home, protection, and inheritance, but he cannot impart 
his biological life backward into that child. God gives both life and standing. He produces 
the relationship and grants the legal privilege. Grace does not choose between the delivery 
room and the courtroom; it triumphs in both. 

There is no contradiction in saying that the believer is born as a child and immediately 
placed as a son. The terms address different aspects of the same salvation. In spiritual life, 
he has truly been begotten of God; in positional standing, he is received in the full privilege 
of sonship through Jesus Christ. This is not a slow promotion earned after decades of 
superior Christian performance. Galatians 3:26 says, “For ye are all the children of God by 
faith in Christ Jesus.” Galatians 4:6 follows with, “And because ye are sons, God hath sent 
forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts.” The text does not say, “Because ye have 
completed thirty years of flawless service, survived five committees, memorized a 
denominational manual, and received the approval of the brethren, God may consider 
placing you as sons.” Sonship belongs to those in Christ. Spiritual maturity develops 
through growth, obedience, suffering, and knowledge of Scripture, but positional sonship is 
received at salvation. A newborn believer may know very little, stumble repeatedly, and 
require years of instruction, yet his ignorance cannot demote him from the place grace 
gave him. 

5. The Son Came Under the Law to Bring Sons Out From Under It 

Galatians 4 places adoption against the background of bondage under the law. Before the 
appointed time, the heir differed “nothing from a servant, though he be lord of all,” because 
he was “under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father.” Paul applies that 
illustration to those held under “the elements of the world.” Then comes one of the great 
turning points in Scripture: “But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his 
Son.” The Father did not send a philosopher to refine the slaves, a politician to reorganize 
the household, or a religious expert to develop a more efficient system of tutors. He sent 
His Son. Christ was “made of a woman,” entering true humanity, and “made under the law,” 
taking His place within Israel’s legal economy. He did not come under the law as a guilty 
transgressor but as the spotless One who would fulfill it and bear its curse for others. 

The purpose was “to redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the 
adoption of sons.” Redemption had to precede adoption because the slaves were under a 
claim that had to be satisfied. The law was holy, just, and good, but sinful flesh could not 
keep it. The law identified sin, condemned the transgressor, and shut every mouth before 
God. It was a perfect mirror, but mirrors cannot wash faces. It was a righteous judge, but 



judges do not climb down from the bench to serve the sentence for the criminal. Jesus 
Christ did what the law could never do: He obeyed perfectly, offered Himself without spot 
to God, became a curse for us, and redeemed the believer from condemnation. The law did 
not die at Calvary; the sinner’s relationship to it changed through death with Christ. “Ye 
also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ,” says Romans 7:4. The law did not 
release the sinner because it became lenient. It lost its claim because the penalty was 
executed in the Substitute. 

This makes religious efforts to place the saved believer back under the law more than a 
doctrinal mistake; they are an insult to the purpose of Calvary. Christ did not enter the 
slave quarters, pay the full redemption price, escort the captive into the Father’s house, 
and then hire Moses to stand behind the son with Pharaoh’s whip. Galatians 4:7 says, 
“Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son.” Yet religion forever prefers servants 
because servants are easier to frighten, control, tax, and threaten. Tell a believer his 
standing depends upon ceremonial performance, Sabbath observance, sacramental 
compliance, institutional loyalty, or continued human approval, and a religious middleman 
can sell him security one installment at a time. Paul’s gospel ruins that business. The 
believer is not accepted because he remains under a tutor; he is accepted “in the beloved.” 
He does not obey to earn sonship; he obeys because grace has already made him a son. 
Law can command service, but only grace can create sons who love the Father. 

6. Full Standing in Christ From the First Day of Salvation 

The believer’s sonship rests entirely upon his union with Jesus Christ. God does not place 
the Christian before Him according to the Christian’s natural worth, personal record, 
emotional condition, or fluctuating performance. He receives him in the standing of the 
perfect Son. Ephesians 1:6 says God “hath made us accepted in the beloved.” The believer 
is not merely acceptable; he is accepted, and the ground of that acceptance is not found in 
himself but “in the beloved.” Christ’s position determines the believer’s position. Christ is 
righteous, and the believer is made “the righteousness of God in him.” Christ is alive for 
evermore, and the believer’s life is “hid with Christ in God.” Christ is the appointed Heir, and 
those joined to Him become heirs through Him. Grace did not place the sinner beside 
Christ as an independent junior partner. It placed him in Christ, where the Son’s worth 
settles the believer’s standing. 

This position is complete from the moment of salvation. Colossians 2:10 says, “And ye are 
complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power.” Complete does not mean 
nearly complete, potentially complete, or complete until the next failure. A believer may be 
terribly incomplete in knowledge, growth, conduct, discipline, and practical sanctification, 
but his positional standing in Christ lacks nothing. God does not gradually justify a 



Christian as he improves. Justification is an accomplished declaration. God does not 
repeatedly regenerate him after each sin. Eternal life is not administered in weekly doses 
from a church dispenser. Nor does God adopt him in stages, giving him partial sonship until 
he earns access to the better rooms in the house. The youngest believer and the oldest 
saint stand before God in the same Christ. One may possess greater maturity, faithfulness, 
reward, and usefulness, but neither possesses a better Saviour. 

This distinction between position and condition protects the doctrine from two opposite 
errors. One error denies practical growth and says that because the believer is complete in 
Christ, his conduct does not matter. The other makes his standing depend upon his 
conduct and leaves him continually uncertain whether he remains accepted. Scripture 
rejects both. The believer is eternally accepted in Christ, and precisely because he belongs 
to Christ, he is commanded to walk worthy of his calling. Position supplies the foundation 
for practice; it is not an excuse for abandoning it. A prince may behave like a beggar, but his 
rags do not rewrite his birth record. They do, however, disgrace his father’s house and may 
bring severe correction. The Christian does not become less of a son when he sins, but he 
becomes an inconsistent son, a chastened son, and perhaps an ashamed son at Christ’s 
appearing. Sonship secures the relationship; obedience governs fellowship, usefulness, 
testimony, reward, and the Father’s pleasure. 

7. From “Abba, Father” to “An Heir of God Through Christ” 

Galatians 4:6 says, “And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into 
your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.” Notice the order. The Spirit does not cry within the 
believer in order to persuade God to make him a son. God sends the Spirit “because ye are 
sons.” The indwelling Spirit bears witness to a relationship already established through 
faith in Christ. Romans 8:16 says, “The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we 
are the children of God.” This witness is not a mystical mood detached from Scripture. The 
Spirit who inspired the written promises confirms the believer through those promises. 
Assurance does not rest upon the temperature of a man’s feelings, the drama of his 
testimony, or the intensity of yesterday’s religious experience. Feelings change with sleep, 
food, illness, weather, pressure, memory, and a dozen other unstable things. God anchored 
assurance in Christ’s finished work and His unchanging word because He knew the human 
heart would make a poor anchor in a storm. 

“Abba, Father” expresses nearness, confidence, dependence, and relationship, but it does 
not authorize irreverent familiarity. The same Lord Jesus who cried, “Abba, Father,” in 
Gethsemane also submitted, “nevertheless not what I will, but what thou wilt.” Biblical 
sonship does not turn the Father into a heavenly servant whose duty is to finance every 
impulse of His children. The adopted son has access to God, but access is not control. He 



may come boldly unto the throne of grace, yet it remains a throne. Modern religion likes 
“Abba” when it can be stripped of holiness, obedience, chastening, and submission. It 
wants a Father who affirms everything, corrects nothing, judges nobody, and exists mainly 
to improve the household’s emotional atmosphere. Hebrews 12 presents another picture: 
“whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.” The 
Father’s rod does not contradict adoption; it proves it. 

Sonship leads directly to inheritance: “and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.” The 
believer does not merely escape hell; he becomes an heir. He receives eternal life, a 
heavenly calling, citizenship above, a glorified future, and an inheritance “incorruptible, 
and undefiled, and that fadeth not away.” The Holy Spirit is given as “the earnest of our 
inheritance,” God’s present pledge that the full possession will arrive. This inheritance is 
“through Christ,” not through human merit. Christ is the appointed Heir of all things, and 
the believer shares in the riches because he is joined to Him. Salvation therefore moves far 
beyond pardon. A governor may pardon a criminal without inviting him home, giving him the 
family name, placing him at the table, or including him in the will. God does all of that and 
more. He does not merely unlock the prison door. He gives the prisoner life, changes his 
standing, brings him into the household, calls him a son, gives him His Spirit, and writes 
him into an inheritance that death cannot touch. 

Conclusion 

The new birth and adoption reveal two distinct glories within the one saving work of God. 
Through regeneration, the believer receives spiritual life and becomes a child of God. 
Through adoption, that believer receives the standing, privilege, access, recognition, and 
inheritance of a son. The doctrines must not be divorced, because God does not grant 
sonship to an unregenerate child of wrath. Neither should they be collapsed, because the 
Holy Ghost deliberately describes both the impartation of life and the granting of position. 
Birth explains the relationship; adoption explains the standing. Birth answers the need of 
spiritual death; adoption answers the bondage and disinheritance of the servant. In Christ, 
God has done more than remove the sinner’s guilt. He has given him a life that came from 
above and a place that can never be earned from below. 

This truth strips religion of its favorite weapon: uncertainty. Religion keeps men working for 
a position Christ has already purchased because frightened servants are more profitable 
than instructed sons. It hangs salvation over the believer like a light fixture held by one 
loose screw and then charges him weekly to keep it tightened. But the word of God says, 
“ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.” It says, “ye have received the Spirit 
of adoption.” It says, “thou art no more a servant, but a son.” It says the believer is 
“accepted in the beloved,” “complete in him,” sealed with the Holy Spirit, and made an heir 



through Christ. A Christian who understands those words does not become careless; he 
becomes grateful. He stops trying to purchase the Father’s acceptance with religious 
pocket change and begins serving because acceptance has already been secured by 
blood. 

The saved sinner therefore possesses far more than a canceled criminal record and a 
reservation beyond the grave. He has been born of God, joined to Christ, indwelt by the 
Spirit, placed among the sons, welcomed before the Father, and appointed to an eternal 
inheritance. His practical condition may rise and fall, but his position rests in the 
unchanging Son. His understanding may be small, his growth slow, his service imperfect, 
and his earthly possessions almost nonexistent, yet heaven does not measure his wealth 
by what can be seen in his hands. The poorest believer in Christ carries a family name that 
outlives every dynasty and holds an inheritance that cannot be taxed, stolen, corrupted, or 
buried. Religion may scrub the cell, polish the chains, teach the prisoner manners, and 
hand him a hymnbook through the bars. The gospel opens the door, raises him from death, 
brings him home, and seats him beside the Heir. He was born into life, placed into privilege, 
and made a son whose Father cannot die. 

 

 

3 of 10 – Adoption and Inheritance: The Son Who Entered the Slave Market 

Key Passage: Galatians 4:4–5 — “But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent 
forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, To redeem them that were under 
the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.” 

Introduction 

The believer’s adoption did not begin with God feeling sorry for a collection of unfortunate 
sinners and deciding to overlook the legal difficulties. Adoption was not heaven’s 
sentimental response to humanity having a rough week. God is love, but His love is holy; 
God is merciful, but His mercy does not bribe His justice; God forgives sin, but He never 
pretends sin was harmless. The Judge of all the earth cannot smuggle condemned 
criminals through a side entrance of the courthouse, hand them family papers, and call 
that grace. Every charge had to be answered, every demand of righteousness satisfied, 
every curse exhausted, and every legal claim against the sinner settled. The Father’s house 
could receive sons only after the Son of God went where the slaves were held and paid the 
price of their redemption. Calvary therefore stands between bondage and sonship, 
between condemnation and acceptance, between the slave market and the inheritance. 



God did not lower the bar to let sinners into His family. He sent His Son to meet the bar, 
bear the judgment, and open the door with blood. 

Galatians 4:4–5 compresses the whole wonder into two verses: “God sent forth his Son, 
made of a woman, made under the law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we 
might receive the adoption of sons.” Every phrase strikes a different nail into the coffin of 
man-made religion. “God sent forth his Son” destroys the notion that Christ began at 
Bethlehem. “Made of a woman” declares His genuine humanity and miraculous entrance 
into Adam’s world without sharing Adam’s corruption. “Made under the law” places Him 
beneath the covenant demands Israel had broken, though He Himself remained spotless. 
“To redeem” announces a deliverance purchased at a price rather than achieved by human 
reform. “That we might receive” leaves no room for earning, climbing, deserving, or 
purchasing. “The adoption of sons” reveals the glorious purpose: not merely prisoners 
released from punishment, but redeemed servants placed in the standing of sons. The 
entire verse moves downward with Christ and upward with the believer. The Son 
descended into the servant’s place so the servant could be raised into the Son’s standing. 

That exchange cost more than silver, gold, religious effort, or the combined treasures of 
every earthly kingdom. First Peter 1:18–19 says, “Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not 
redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold,” but “with the precious blood of 
Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.” The currency of redemption was 
blood because “without shedding of blood is no remission.” The crown of thorns was not 
stage property, the nails were not symbols of social injustice, and the cry “My God, my God, 
why hast thou forsaken me?” was not religious theatre designed to stir an Easter audience. 
The Lord Jesus Christ stood in the condemned sinner’s place and bore what righteousness 
demanded. He was treated as the guilty One so the guilty could be received in Him. He 
entered the world of servants without becoming a servant of sin, came beneath the law 
without breaking one commandment, submitted to death without owing death a breath, 
and rose again because the grave had no lawful claim upon Him. The Son entered the slave 
market, but the market could not price Him, purchase Him, corrupt Him, or keep Him. 

1. When the Clock of Heaven Struck the Fullness of Time 

Galatians 4:4 begins, “But when the fulness of the time was come.” The incarnation did not 
occur because history stumbled into a convenient moment. God was not watching Rome 
expand, Greece philosophize, Israel struggle, and humanity deteriorate until He finally 
improvised a rescue plan. The coming of Christ was fixed in the eternal purpose of God and 
unfolded at the appointed time. Long before Bethlehem, God had spoken of the seed of the 
woman who would bruise the serpent’s head, the seed of Abraham through whom all 
nations would be blessed, the Shiloh who would come from Judah, the Prophet like unto 



Moses, the Son of David who would occupy an everlasting throne, the virgin’s child called 
Immanuel, and the ruler whose goings forth were “from of old, from everlasting.” Prophecy 
did not guess at Christ; prophecy cleared the road before Him. History was not producing a 
Saviour. God was moving history toward the arrival of the Saviour He had already promised. 

The “fulness of the time” also meant that every major human remedy had already exposed 
its bankruptcy. Conscience had not restrained mankind before the flood. Human 
government had not prevented Babel. The patriarchs had demonstrated both faith and 
failure. Israel had received a perfect law and proved that a perfect standard cannot perfect 
sinful flesh. Priests had ministered, prophets had warned, kings had ruled, judges had 
delivered, sacrifices had bled, and the nation had repeatedly returned to rebellion like a 
dog to its vomit. Gentile civilization had produced art, philosophy, military order, 
commerce, architecture, and enough false gods to fill every vacant shelf in the empire. 
Greece could analyze man but could not regenerate him. Rome could rule man but could 
not make him righteous. Israel could identify sin through the law but could not remove it. By 
the time Christ appeared, history had furnished the courtroom with centuries of evidence: 
the sinner did not need another experiment; he needed redemption. 

God therefore sent His Son at precisely the appointed hour. Daniel’s prophetic timetable 
had not failed, Caesar’s decree had not escaped divine control, and the crowded 
conditions at Bethlehem had not inconvenienced providence. Augustus thought he was 
taxing an empire; God was moving Joseph and Mary to the city named by Micah. Herod 
thought he was securing his throne; God was exposing the murderous fear of earthly power 
before the true King. The religious leaders thought they controlled access to God; angels 
announced the birth to shepherds outside their committees. Heaven’s clock does not run 
fast when men panic or slow when men doubt. Christ came “in due time,” died “in due 
time,” and will return at the time appointed by the Father. God may allow history to 
demonstrate the total failure of every counterfeit until man’s cupboard is bare, but He is 
never late. When heaven’s hour arrives, Caesar signs the paperwork, Bethlehem receives 
the Child, and prophecy walks through the door wearing human flesh. 

2. “God Sent Forth His Son”: Bethlehem Was an Arrival, Not a Beginning 

The text does not say God created His Son when the fulness of the time came. It says, “God 
sent forth his Son.” A person must exist before he can be sent. The Lord Jesus did not begin 
in the womb of Mary any more than a king begins to exist when he enters a foreign country. 
Bethlehem was the incarnation of the eternal Son, not the manufacture of a new religious 
teacher. John 1:1 declares, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God.” Verse 14 continues, “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us.” The One made flesh was already present in the beginning, already with God, 



and already God. Micah 5:2 identifies the ruler born in Bethlehem as the One “whose 
goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.” Isaiah calls the promised Child “The 
mighty God, The everlasting Father.” The infant in Mary’s arms was not a man struggling 
upward toward divinity; He was God stooping down into humanity. 

That eternal identity gives the mission its staggering weight. God did not send an angel to 
redeem men, because no angel possessed the worth required and no angel could 
represent Adam’s race. He did not send a righteous prophet, because every prophet 
descended from Adam and needed redemption himself. He did not send a committee of 
religious scholars, because sinners carrying dictionaries are still sinners. He sent His Son. 
Hebrews 1 distinguishes Christ from every angel and says unto the Son, “Thy throne, O 
God, is for ever and ever.” Colossians 1 says that by Him “were all things created,” and that 
“by him all things consist.” The hands later stretched upon the cross were the hands that 
made the wood, formed the iron, and held the atoms of His executioners together. The 
mouth accused before Pilate was the mouth whose word had called creation into order. 
The eyes covered by mocking soldiers were the eyes from which nothing in heaven, earth, 
or hell had ever been hidden. Calvary was not creation judging a helpless victim; it was the 
Creator voluntarily submitting to the judgment required to save His creatures. 

“God sent forth his Son” also establishes that salvation began in the heart and purpose of 
God, not in man’s search for Him. Fallen man was not climbing heavenward, waving a white 
flag, and begging God to develop a plan. Romans 3 says, “There is none that seeketh after 
God.” Adam hid among the trees; God came walking into the garden. Abraham lived among 
idolaters; God called him out. Israel groaned in Egypt; God remembered His covenant and 
came down to deliver. Sinners walked according to this world; God, “who is rich in mercy,” 
quickened them with Christ. The gospel is not the record of man finding God. It is the 
announcement that God came after man at infinite cost. Religion builds towers because 
man thinks God can be reached by elevation. Grace comes down because God knows man 
cannot rise. The Son crossed the distance the slave could never travel, entered the market 
the slave could never escape, and brought the price the slave could never pay. 

3. “Made of a Woman”: The Holy One Entered Adam’s World 

The eternal Son was “made of a woman.” The wording reaches back to Genesis 3:15, where 
God promised that the seed of the woman would bruise the serpent’s head. Men ordinarily 
trace natural descent through father and mother, yet the first promise of redemption 
singled out the woman’s seed. Isaiah later declared, “Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and 
bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.” Matthew 1 identifies the fulfillment: “that 
which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.” Christ received true humanity through Mary, 
but He did not receive a sinful nature through an earthly father. He was not the son of 



Joseph according to natural generation. Luke 1:35 records the angel’s explanation: “The 
Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: 
therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.” 
He entered Adam’s race without descending from Adam’s corrupt seed in the ordinary 
manner. 

The virgin birth was therefore not an optional ornament attached to the Christmas story. It 
was essential to the identity and sinlessness of the Redeemer. If Christ had been begotten 
by an earthly father, He would have belonged to Adam’s fallen line and stood under the 
same condemnation as every other man. A debtor cannot redeem another debtor by 
changing pockets. A drowning man cannot rescue the next drowning man by offering him a 
lecture on swimming. The Redeemer had to be genuinely human in order to suffer and die 
as man’s representative, yet wholly without sin in order to offer Himself for others. Hebrews 
2 says He took part of flesh and blood, and Hebrews 4 says He “was in all points tempted 
like as we are, yet without sin.” He was hungry, thirsty, weary, sorrowful, rejected, wounded, 
and capable of death, but there was no sin in His nature, conduct, thought, word, or desire. 
He did not merely avoid committing sins; He was “that holy thing.” 

In becoming man, Christ did not cease to be God. The incarnation was not the subtraction 
of deity but the addition of humanity. Philippians 2 says He “made himself of no reputation, 
and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men.” He laid 
aside no divine attribute, surrendered no essential deity, and stopped upholding no corner 
of creation. He veiled His glory, accepted the servant’s form, and humbled Himself within 
the conditions of human life. The One who fed Israel with manna became hungry. The One 
who brought water from the rock said, “I thirst.” The One who neither slumbers nor sleeps 
rested at Jacob’s well. The One who gives every man breath allowed men to strike Him in 
the face. Divine humility is not God pretending to be less than He is; it is God possessing all 
power and choosing to stoop. The Son came so low that sinners could touch Him, reject 
Him, spit upon Him, nail Him down, and never understand that every heartbeat they 
possessed was on loan from their Victim. 

4. “Made Under the Law”: The Lawgiver Stood Beneath His Own Standard 

The Son was not only made of a woman; He was “made under the law.” He entered Israel 
under the Mosaic economy, was circumcised the eighth day, presented at the temple, 
attended the feasts, recognized the priesthood, kept the commandments, and fulfilled 
every righteous demand. He did not treat the law as an unfortunate relic produced by 
narrow-minded Hebrews. He had given it. The voice speaking from Sinai belonged to the 
same divine Word later heard in Galilee. When Christ obeyed the law, the Lawgiver was not 
admitting the law’s superiority over Him; He was fulfilling within human flesh the standard 



that every other man had broken. Matthew 5:17 records His words: “Think not that I am 
come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.” What 
Adam failed to do in innocence, what Israel failed to do under covenant, and what every 
moralist fails to do through effort, Christ accomplished perfectly. 

His obedience was total, inward, and uninterrupted. The scribes could manage outward 
appearances, the Pharisees could wash the outside of the cup, and religious leaders could 
enlarge their garment borders while hiding graves beneath their robes. Christ’s 
righteousness required no stage lighting. He loved God with all His heart, soul, mind, and 
strength, and loved His neighbor without selfishness, hypocrisy, or interruption. He could 
ask His enemies, “Which of you convinceth me of sin?” and receive no lawful answer. Pilate 
said, “I find in him no fault at all.” Judas confessed, “I have sinned in that I have betrayed 
the innocent blood.” The dying thief declared, “this man hath done nothing amiss.” Even the 
devils recognized Him as “the Holy One of God.” His enemies needed false witnesses 
because truth had nothing to offer the prosecution. The trial of Jesus Christ was the only 
courtroom in history where the Judge of all men stood accused, every witness against Him 
lied, and the guilty crowd sentenced the only innocent Man present. 

Yet being under the law placed Christ where He could redeem those held beneath its 
condemnation. The law demanded obedience and pronounced a curse upon every failure. 
Galatians 3:10 says, “Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written 
in the book of the law to do them.” One breach was sufficient to establish guilt, for James 
2:10 says that whoever keeps the whole law and offends in one point “is guilty of all.” Christ 
alone continued in all things. Therefore, the curse had no personal claim upon Him. When 
He bore the curse, He bore it voluntarily and substitutionally. Galatians 3:13 says, “Christ 
hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us.” He did not die 
because the law discovered sin in Him. He died because grace placed our sin upon Him. 
The spotless One entered beneath the sentence, not as a criminal caught by justice, but as 
the Substitute accepted by justice. 

5. The Slave Market of Sin, Death, and Condemnation 

The sinner’s bondage is not poetic exaggeration. Romans 6 describes the unregenerate as 
“the servants of sin.” John 8:34 records Christ saying, “Whosoever committeth sin is the 
servant of sin.” Second Timothy 2:26 speaks of those taken captive by the devil “at his will,” 
and Hebrews 2 describes men held in lifelong bondage through fear of death. The natural 
man boasts about freedom while obeying appetites he cannot master, serving a world he 
claims to despise, fearing a death he pretends is natural, and carrying a conscience he 
cannot silence. He calls his chains preferences because that sounds more dignified. He 
renames lust “self-expression,” greed “ambition,” pride “confidence,” rebellion 



“authenticity,” and unbelief “critical thinking.” The labels change; the shackles remain. A 
slave with a larger vocabulary is still property of the market. 

Sin pays wages, and Romans 6:23 identifies the amount: “For the wages of sin is death.” 
Every sinner is employed in a business whose retirement plan is a grave and whose final 
pension is the second death. Death is not merely the natural closing of biological 
machinery. It entered the world by sin and reigns because Adam’s race stands condemned. 
Romans 5:12 declares, “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by 
sin.” Men may embalm the body, carpet the funeral home, lower the lights, hire soft music, 
and call death a beautiful transition, but the corpse refuses the compliment. Death tears 
the soul from the body, closes earthly opportunity, and delivers the unbeliever toward 
judgment. Hebrews 9:27 says, “it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the 
judgment.” The world paints flowers on the prison wall because it cannot remove the 
sentence written above the door. 

The slave cannot purchase himself because everything he offers comes from the 
condemned estate. His works are performed by sinful flesh, his righteousnesses are “as 
filthy rags,” and his religion is contaminated by the pride it was supposed to cure. The 
sinner cannot pay an eternal debt with temporary good behavior. He cannot erase 
yesterday’s guilt with tomorrow’s charity any more than a murderer can acquit himself by 
mowing the courthouse lawn. Baptism cannot wash the soul’s record because water 
cannot reach the heavenly court. Church membership cannot confer righteousness 
because no congregation possesses it in surplus. Sacraments cannot repeat or 
supplement Calvary because Christ said, “It is finished.” The market contains no price the 
slave can earn, no ladder he can climb, and no legal trick by which he can declare himself 
free. If redemption depends upon the slave, bondage is eternal. The gospel begins where 
self-help dies: “For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the 
ungodly.” 

6. Redeemed by Blood, Not Ransomed to the Devil 

Redemption means deliverance accomplished through the payment of a price, and 
Scripture identifies that price repeatedly. Ephesians 1:7 says, “In whom we have 
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace.” 
Colossians 1:14 repeats, “In whom we have redemption through his blood.” Revelation 5:9 
praises Christ because He “wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood.” The 
price was not Christ’s teaching, example, poverty, compassion, or moral courage, though 
all were perfect. The price was His blood poured out in sacrificial death. Modern religion 
speaks warmly of Jesus as a teacher and recoils from blood because a teacher can be 
admired without being obeyed, while blood testifies that the admirer deserved to die. The 



cross does not flatter human potential. It announces that sin required the slaughter of the 
spotless Lamb before the sinner could be brought to God. 

That redemption price was not paid to Satan as though the devil possessed a lawful deed 
over mankind and God had to negotiate a purchase. Satan is a usurper, deceiver, murderer, 
and accuser, not an honest merchant holding a contract heaven was obligated to honor. 
Christ’s death satisfied the justice of God, upheld the righteousness of God, answered the 
law’s condemnation, and destroyed the devil’s power of accusation. Romans 3:25–26 says 
God set forth Christ “to be a propitiation through faith in his blood” in order “to declare his 
righteousness,” that God might be “just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.” 
Calvary demonstrated that God remains righteous while forgiving the unrighteous. The 
blood was presented before the claims of divine holiness, not deposited into Satan’s 
treasury. The devil did not receive a ransom and retire wealthy. He was spoiled, defeated, 
and publicly disgraced by the very cross he helped arrange. 

The preciousness of the blood arises from the worth of the Person who shed it. Acts 20:28 
speaks of “the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.” That verse will 
not allow Christ to be reduced to a created martyr whose death merely inspired social 
reform. It was God’s own blood in the person of the incarnate Son. The physical quantity 
was finite, shed at a definite place and time, but its value is immeasurable because the Life 
offered was sinless and divine. One sacrifice could answer for all because the One 
sacrificed possessed infinite worth. Hebrews 10:12 says, “But this man, after he had 
offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God.” He sat down 
because the redemptive work was complete. A Roman priest may stand at an altar 
pretending to offer Christ again, but the risen Christ is already seated. Religion keeps 
repeating what it claims never quite finishes; the Son offered once what heaven accepted 
forever. 

7. Justice Satisfied, the Prisoner Brought Home as a Son 

At Calvary, God did not suspend justice; He satisfied it. Isaiah 53 foretold that the Servant 
would be “wounded for our transgressions” and “bruised for our iniquities,” that “the LORD 
hath laid on him the iniquity of us all,” and that His soul would be made “an offering for sin.” 
Second Corinthians 5:21 explains the exchange: “For he hath made him to be sin for us, 
who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.” Christ was not 
made personally sinful or morally corrupt. Our guilt was judicially laid upon Him, and He 
was treated as the responsible Substitute. God did not look down and mistake His Son for a 
sinner. He knew exactly who hung there and exactly whose sins were being answered. The 
darkness over the land was not nature becoming sentimental; it marked the hour when the 
spotless Substitute bore judgment no creature could measure. 



The cross demonstrates that grace is free to the recipient but never cheap to the Giver. The 
sinner contributes nothing to the payment, yet the payment cost the blood of God’s Son. 
Salvation is a gift because Christ purchased it, not because sin required no settlement. 
Romans 6:23 says, “the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” A gift 
cannot be earned, repaid, or supplemented without ceasing to be a gift. If baptism, law-
keeping, church membership, perseverance, sacraments, charity, or human merit must be 
added as part of the price, then Christ did not complete redemption and grace is no more 
grace. Romans 11:6 settles the arithmetic: “And if by grace, then is it no more of works: 
otherwise grace is no more grace.” Religion keeps trying to add man’s copper pennies to 
Christ’s infinite payment, then acts offended when the Bible calls the contribution 
worthless. The cross needs no donation from the criminal it redeemed. 

Redemption opens the way to adoption because the law’s claims have been settled and 
the sinner has been brought into Christ. Galatians does not say Christ redeemed us merely 
that we might become released servants wandering without a household. He redeemed us 
“that we might receive the adoption of sons.” The purpose moves from freedom to family, 
from purchased release to privileged placement. The Father did not pay the price, unlock 
the chain, and leave the redeemed sinner outside the market hoping he found respectable 
employment. He brought him home. Through Christ, the believer receives the Spirit of 
adoption, cries “Abba, Father,” stands no longer as a servant, and becomes “an heir of God 
through Christ.” The road from the slave market to the Father’s table runs through Calvary. 
No side street bypasses the blood, and no religious tollbooth has authority to charge 
admission after Christ paid in full. 

Conclusion 

The Son entered the slave market because the slaves could not come out on their own. He 
came at the fulness of the time, sent by the Father and promised through the prophets. He 
was made of a woman, entering genuine humanity without Adam’s corruption. He was 
made under the law, fulfilling every command and possessing a righteousness no other 
man had achieved. He stood where sinners stood without sharing their sin, walked through 
their world without contracting its disease, and approached their judgment without owing 
its penalty. Then He took the curse voluntarily, bore sin substitutionally, shed His blood 
sacrificially, died triumphantly, and rose bodily. Every movement was downward for Him 
and upward for those who believe. He took the servant’s form so servants could receive the 
standing of sons. 

This strips salvation of every religious counterfeit. Morality cannot redeem because moral 
effort cannot erase guilt. Baptism cannot redeem because water cannot satisfy divine 
justice. Church membership cannot redeem because an institution cannot impart the 



righteousness of Christ. Law-keeping cannot redeem because the law condemns the man 
who fails in one point. Sacraments cannot redeem because no ceremony can repeat the 
finished sacrifice. Human sincerity cannot redeem because a sincere debtor still owes the 
debt. The price was blood, the payer was Christ, the satisfaction was accepted by God, and 
the benefit is received by faith. Every system that adds human merit to Calvary is selling 
counterfeit keys outside an open prison. The door already bears the marks of the Lamb who 
unlocked it. 

The adopted believer should never forget where his sonship was purchased. The Father’s 
table stands in the light of the cross, the family name was written in blood, and the 
inheritance rests upon a death that justice accepted and a resurrection that death could 
not prevent. Christ was treated as the condemned One so the condemned could be 
received in Him. He wore thorns so ruined sinners could inherit glory. He entered the 
servant’s place so servants could stand as sons. Nobody sneaks into this family through a 
priest’s doorway, climbs in through a moral window, or purchases a seat with religious 
change. The only door is Jesus Christ, and above that door hangs the everlasting testimony 
of redemption: the Son came into the market, paid for the slaves, broke their chains, 
brought them home, and made them heirs. 

 

 

4 of 10 – Adoption and Inheritance: No More Chains in the Father’s House 

Key Passage: Romans 8:14–17 — “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are 
the sons of God. For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye 
have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itself 
beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: And if children, then 
heirs.” 

Introduction 

Salvation does not move a sinner from one plantation to another, exchange one whip for a 
more religious model, or replace Pharaoh’s taskmaster with a preacher wearing a better 
suit. Jesus Christ did not descend from heaven, bear the curse, shed His blood, conquer 
death, and rise from the grave so that redeemed people could spend the rest of their lives 
wondering whether one bad day had thrown them back into hell. Romans 8:15 states the 
matter plainly: “For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have 
received the Spirit of adoption.” Those two spirits produce two entirely different kinds of 
living. Bondage keeps a man trembling outside the door, counting his failures, measuring 
his worthiness, and expecting the Master to sell him at the first sign of weakness. Adoption 



brings the believer into the house, establishes his relationship, and teaches him to 
approach God as Father. The slave asks whether he will still belong tomorrow. The son 
knows he belongs today and therefore has a reason to honor the household tomorrow. 

That does not mean biblical sonship eliminates reverence, obedience, discipline, or the 
fear of the Lord. “The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for ever,” and “by the fear of the 
LORD men depart from evil.” The Spirit of adoption does not turn Almighty God into a soft-
spoken grandfather whose chief purpose is to approve everything His children drag into the 
living room. The Father remains holy, His word remains final, His chastening remains real, 
and His sons remain accountable for their conduct. But the reverential fear of a son is not 
the servile terror of an unredeemed slave awaiting condemnation. One bows because he 
knows the Father’s majesty; the other cringes because he does not know whether he has a 
Father at all. One fears grieving the One who loves him; the other fears being cast away by a 
master whose acceptance must be purchased every morning. Religion confuses the two 
because frightened people are easier to manage than established sons. A man who knows 
he is accepted in Christ cannot be kept permanently chained to an ecclesiastical tollbooth. 

Romans 8 presents the believer’s liberty against the black background of Romans 7, where 
a man discovers the inability of the flesh to fulfill the righteousness of the law. The cry is, “O 
wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?” Romans 8 
answers, not with a new self-improvement program, but with Jesus Christ and the 
indwelling Spirit. “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ 
Jesus.” The chapter begins with no condemnation, proceeds through adoption, sonship, 
inheritance, suffering, intercession, foreknowledge, justification, and glorification, then 
ends with no separation. Heaven has surrounded the believer with two walls Satan cannot 
breach: no condemnation at the entrance and no separation at the exit. Between those 
walls the Christian may battle the flesh, groan under suffering, endure chastening, face 
accusation, and wait for the redemption of the body, but he never again stands before God 
as an unredeemed slave. The chains may rattle in his memory; they are no longer fastened 
to his soul. 

1. Born in Adam’s Slave Quarters 

Every natural man begins in bondage whether he recognizes the chains or not. Romans 
6:17 describes believers’ former condition: “ye were the servants of sin.” Ephesians 2 says 
they once walked “according to the course of this world,” under “the prince of the power of 
the air,” fulfilling “the desires of the flesh and of the mind.” The world calls that freedom 
because the world defines liberty as permission to obey every appetite without admitting 
who issued the order. The drunk says he is free while the bottle determines his evening. The 
lustful man celebrates liberation while an image on a screen commands his mind. The 



covetous man boasts of independence while money owns his sleep. The proud man kneels 
to public opinion and calls it self-expression. Sin is a clever slave master: it paints the 
chains gold, markets them as jewelry, and persuades the captive to defend them. 

The bondage runs deeper than individual habits because it begins with the sinner’s position 
in Adam. Romans 5 says that “by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin,” 
and that “by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation.” Adam sold 
the race into a condition from which none of his descendants could redeem themselves. 
Men enter the world possessing physical life but spiritually dead in trespasses and sins. 
They do not become sinners merely when they commit their first visible transgression; they 
transgress because they belong to a fallen stock. An apple tree does not become an apple 
tree after producing its first apple. It produces apples because that is what it already is. 
Likewise, Adam’s children do not need a better environment to change their root. Move a 
thornbush from the desert into a greenhouse, speak kindly to it, and award it a certificate of 
personal growth; it will still produce thorns. 

The natural man is also held beneath the fear of death. Hebrews 2:14–15 says Christ took 
part of flesh and blood that through death He might destroy “him that had the power of 
death, that is, the devil,” and deliver those “who through fear of death were all their lifetime 
subject to bondage.” Men hide that fear beneath humor, philosophy, medical language, 
funeral cosmetics, and confident declarations that death is merely part of life. Death is not 
part of life; death is the enemy of life. A funeral director may powder the corpse, lower the 
lights, and call the grave a peaceful transition, but the body still returns to dust because sin 
entered the world. The sinner fears death because conscience whispers that the cemetery 
is not the final courtroom. Hebrews 9:27 says, “it is appointed unto men once to die, but 
after this the judgment.” Until Christ delivers him, the natural man lives under a sentence 
he cannot cancel and a master he cannot defeat. 

2. The Law Exposes the Chains but Cannot Break Them 

God’s law is holy, just, and good, but it was never given as a ladder by which sinful flesh 
could climb into sonship. Romans 3:20 says, “by the law is the knowledge of sin.” The law 
diagnoses the disease, identifies the transgression, stops the mouth, and brings the whole 
world guilty before God. It can tell the liar that he lies, the thief that he steals, the adulterer 
that he lusts, and the idolater that he worships the wrong god, but it cannot create spiritual 
life in any of them. A thermometer can reveal a fever without curing the infection. A mirror 
can expose dirt without washing the face. A courtroom can pronounce sentence without 
furnishing the criminal with righteousness. The law performs its appointed work perfectly; 
the failure lies in the flesh standing beneath it. Romans 8:3 speaks of “what the law could 



not do, in that it was weak through the flesh.” The law was not weak in its standard. Flesh 
was weak in its ability to meet it. 

When sinful men attempt to obtain acceptance through law, the result is bondage and fear. 
Every command becomes another measurement exposing failure, and every failure renews 
the question of whether enough good remains to balance the account. Galatians 3:10 
pronounces the curse: “Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are 
written in the book of the law to do them.” The law does not say, “Do your best, keep most 
of it, maintain a respectable average, and heaven will overlook the missing assignments.” It 
demands continuance “in all things.” James 2:10 adds that whoever keeps the whole law 
but offends in one point “is guilty of all.” That standard leaves no room for religious grading 
curves. One broken link ends the chain, one unpaid debt establishes liability, and one sin 
proves the sinner is not righteous. The man trying to be justified by law is not climbing 
toward freedom; he is polishing the evidence for his own prosecution. 

Religious systems thrive by putting the believer back beneath that uncertainty. One 
institution says acceptance depends upon sacraments; another says it depends upon 
endurance; another attaches it to Sabbath observance, dietary restrictions, water baptism, 
confessional attendance, denominational loyalty, or submission to a human hierarchy. The 
decorations vary, but the plantation is the same. The sinner is told Christ began the work, 
while a priest, pastor, ordinance, or personal performance must keep the gates of heaven 
from closing. That is not adoption; it is a spiritual installment plan in which the customer 
never receives the deed. Galatians 5:1 commands, “Stand fast therefore in the liberty 
wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.” 
Christ did not break the iron yoke of condemnation so religious craftsmen could replace it 
with one made of polished mahogany and brass. 

3. No Condemnation Means the Judge Has Settled the Case 

Romans 8 opens with one of the strongest declarations in the Pauline epistles: “There is 
therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus.” “Therefore” carries the 
reader back through the argument of Romans. The sinner has been justified by faith, has 
peace with God through Jesus Christ, has been identified with Christ’s death and 
resurrection, and has been delivered from the law’s condemning claim through the body of 
Christ. The verdict is not postponed until the believer completes his Christian life and God 
counts the results. It is pronounced now. Justification is not God making a sinner gradually 
innocent through improved conduct; it is God declaring the believer righteous on the basis 
of Christ’s finished work. The Judge does not close the file because He misplaced the 
evidence. He closes it because the penalty was executed upon the Substitute and the 
believer stands in the righteousness of Christ. 



The phrase “who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit” does not teach that a believer 
moves in and out of eternal condemnation whenever his practical walk falters. That would 
turn “no condemnation” into hourly uncertainty and make justification depend upon 
perfect Christian conduct. Romans 8 distinguishes position from practice. The believer is in 
Christ and therefore free from judicial condemnation; he is also called to walk after the 
Spirit so the righteousness of the law may be fulfilled in his daily life. A son may walk 
contrary to his Father’s will and invite chastening, broken fellowship, loss of usefulness, 
damaged testimony, and future loss of reward. But his disobedience does not reverse 
regeneration, remove him from Christ’s body, unseal the Holy Spirit, or resurrect the 
criminal case already settled at Calvary. God’s courtroom and the Father’s household are 
related, but they are not identical proceedings. 

The remainder of Romans 8 confirms the security of the verdict. “Who shall lay any thing to 
the charge of God’s elect? It is God that justifieth.” The devil may accuse, conscience may 
remember, enemies may condemn, and religious men may issue their own verdicts, but 
none occupies God’s bench. “Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, 
that is risen again.” The only One qualified to condemn the believer is the One who died for 
him, rose for him, intercedes for him, and placed him in Himself. Satan arrives with a 
briefcase full of accurate accusations and discovers the Judge already knows every page. 
The believer’s security never rested upon God being uninformed about his failures. It rests 
upon God being completely satisfied with Christ. The accuser may read the charges aloud, 
but the blood has already answered every line. 

4. The Spirit of Adoption Replaces the Spirit of Bondage 

Romans 8:15 does not merely say the believer has escaped bondage; it says he has 
“received the Spirit of adoption.” Christian liberty is not an empty room from which the old 
master departed. The Holy Ghost enters, indwells, seals, teaches, leads, strengthens, 
intercedes, and bears witness with the believer’s spirit. Salvation is not emancipation 
followed by abandonment. God does not unlock the prisoner’s chains, point him toward 
the wilderness, and wish him success in maintaining freedom. He gives the redeemed 
sinner His own Spirit. First Corinthians 6:19 says the believer’s body is “the temple of the 
Holy Ghost.” Ephesians 1:13 says, “after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy 
Spirit of promise.” The presence of the Spirit marks divine ownership and guarantees the 
future inheritance. The old master loses possession; the Father places His seal upon what 
the Son purchased. 

The Spirit’s ministry produces the cry, “Abba, Father.” That cry is not the language of a 
servant asking whether he may enter. It is the language of relationship. Galatians 4:6 says, 
“And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, 



Abba, Father.” Notice again that the Spirit is sent “because ye are sons,” not to place God 
under emotional pressure to consider making us sons. The relationship has been 
established through faith in Christ, and the Spirit confirms it within the believer. He does 
not witness through unscriptural voices, mystical shivers, religious theatrics, or private 
revelations contradicting the written word. The Holy Ghost who inspired Scripture bears 
witness through the truth He wrote. Assurance is not confidence in an experience; it is 
confidence in Christ according to the word of God. 

“The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God.” The King 
James Bible says “itself” because the word “Spirit” is grammatically neuter, not because 
the Holy Ghost is an impersonal force. Throughout the chapter He leads, witnesses, helps, 
knows, searches, and makes intercession—personal actions no electrical current can 
perform. Religious modernizers sometimes rush to repair the Authorized Bible here as 
though the translators had temporarily forgotten the Trinity. The verse needs no repair. The 
Holy Ghost is God, and He testifies that those in Christ belong to the Father. The believer’s 
assurance therefore rests upon a threefold strength: the Son completed redemption, the 
Father pronounced acceptance, and the Spirit bears witness to the relationship. Hell can 
complain about that arrangement, but it cannot break it. 

5. A Son Obeys From Acceptance, Not for Acceptance 

Grace changes the motive of obedience. A servant working for acceptance asks, “How 
much must I do before the master keeps me?” A son standing in acceptance asks, “How 
should I live because the Father has received me?” The first produces anxious labor driven 
by fear; the second produces grateful service grounded in relationship. Ephesians 2 places 
the order beyond dispute. Verses 8–9 declare, “For by grace are ye saved through faith,” and 
“not of works, lest any man should boast.” Verse 10 then says, “For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works.” Good works follow salvation; they 
do not produce it. They are the fruit of new life, not the root of acceptance. Religion 
harnesses a dead horse to a cart and beats it for failing to pull. Grace gives life to the horse 
and then directs where it should walk. 

Security is therefore not a permission slip for carnality. Titus 2:11–12 says the grace of God 
teaches believers that, “denying ungodliness and worldly lusts,” they should “live soberly, 
righteously, and godly, in this present world.” Grace is a stricter teacher than fear because it 
reaches the heart. Law may keep a man from stealing because a policeman is nearby; 
grace teaches him to labor so he can give to another. Law may restrain adultery through 
threat; grace teaches the believer that his body belongs to Christ and is the temple of the 
Holy Ghost. Law says, “Do not cross the line.” Grace says, “You were bought with a price; 
therefore glorify God in your body.” The son does not honor the table because he fears 



being sold to the neighbors after supper. He honors it because the Father brought him from 
the street, gave him the family name, and provided the meal. 

Carnal men twist eternal security because the flesh twists every doctrine it touches. One 
man turns grace into license and says, “Since I cannot be lost, I may live however I please.” 
Another turns obedience into bondage and says, “Unless I maintain sufficient 
performance, I cannot remain saved.” Both make the flesh central. The first enthrones its 
appetite; the second trusts its ability. Scripture answers both with the cross. The flesh has 
been judged, the believer belongs to Christ, and liberty is given for service rather than self-
indulgence. Galatians 5:13 says, “ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for 
an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another.” Grace removes the chain from the 
neck, not the responsibility from the heart. A secure son should serve better than an 
uncertain slave because love can reach places a whip never touches. 

6. Chastening Is the Father’s Rod, Not the Judge’s Sentence 

Hebrews 12 makes chastening a proof of sonship rather than a denial of it: “For whom the 
Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.” God does not 
chasten the believer in order to decide whether he belongs to the family. He chastens him 
because he belongs. The world’s children may plunge into sin without experiencing the 
Father’s corrective hand, but a son cannot carry God’s name into the hog pen indefinitely 
without divine attention. Hebrews asks, “what son is he whom the father chasteneth not?” 
A professing Christian who lives comfortably in rebellion, receives no inward correction, 
encounters no divine resistance, and remains entirely at peace should not boast of grace. 
He should examine whether he possesses life. The Father’s rod is not pleasant, but neither 
is it evidence that the adoption papers have been burned. 

Chastening differs fundamentally from condemnation. Condemnation is judicial 
punishment upon the guilty; chastening is parental correction applied to a son. 
Condemnation answers sin’s guilt; chastening addresses a believer’s conduct. Christ bore 
condemnation once for all at Calvary, but believers may experience chastening throughout 
their earthly lives. First Corinthians 11 describes careless Corinthian believers who treated 
the Lord’s supper irreverently: “For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and 
many sleep.” Yet Paul explains, “when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we 
should not be condemned with the world.” Some of them died physically under chastening, 
but they were distinguished from the world’s final condemnation. God may take a 
disobedient son home early without sending him to hell. The Father can close a servant’s 
earthly assignment without canceling the blood that made him His own. 



Chastening also aims at profit: “that we might be partakers of his holiness.” God is not an 
irritable parent swinging wildly because heaven had a difficult day. His correction is 
purposeful, measured, righteous, and suited to the son’s need. It may involve conviction, 
loss, exposure, weakness, unanswered plans, damaged comfort, or consequences that sin 
naturally produces. Some scars remain after forgiveness because grace removes guilt 
without always restoring everything foolishness destroyed. David was forgiven, but the 
sword did not depart from his house. Moses remained God’s servant, but he did not enter 
Canaan after striking the rock. A believer may be eternally secure and temporally miserable 
because security does not make rebellion intelligent. Grace guarantees that the Father will 
not disown His son; chastening guarantees that He will not ignore him. 

7. Freedom Means Serving the Father Without the Chains 

Romans 8:14 says, “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.” 
The leading of the Spirit is not mystical guesswork about parking spaces, breakfast 
choices, or impressions that conveniently approve whatever the flesh already wanted. The 
Spirit leads according to the word He inspired, toward holiness, truth, obedience, 
Christlikeness, and service. He never leads contrary to Scripture, never glorifies the flesh, 
and never whispers permission to disobey a written command. The believer who claims 
divine leading while walking against the Bible has not discovered a deeper spirituality; he 
has put God’s name on his own appetite. The Spirit leads sons out of the old pathways of 
bondage and into a walk fitting the Father’s household. He does not merely break chains; 
He teaches redeemed feet how to move. 

Freedom from bondage does not mean freedom from spiritual conflict. Romans 8 still 
speaks of mortifying “the deeds of the body,” suffering with Christ, groaning within 
ourselves, enduring tribulation, and waiting for the redemption of the body. The believer 
retains the flesh until death or the Rapture, and that flesh has not signed a peace treaty 
with the Spirit. Galatians 5:17 says, “the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit 
against the flesh.” The presence of battle does not prove the believer remains enslaved; it 
proves another power has entered the territory. Before salvation, sin ruled the house 
without serious opposition. After salvation, the Holy Ghost moves in and war begins. The 
old tenant still pounds on the walls, but he no longer holds the deed. Christian victory is 
not the elimination of the flesh; it is refusing to let a condemned intruder govern property 
purchased by Christ. 

The believer therefore serves God, not to become a son, but because he is one. Romans 
6:22 says, “But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your 
fruit unto holiness.” Biblical liberty never ends in aimless independence. The Christian is 
freed from sin’s mastery, law’s condemnation, Satan’s ownership, death’s terror, and 



religion’s attempt to sell acceptance, so that he may belong wholly to Jesus Christ. The 
paradox is glorious: the man becomes truly free when he becomes the Lord’s servant. 
Pharaoh used slaves and gave them graves; the Father employs sons and gives them an 
inheritance. Sin pays wages ending in death; God gives eternal life and rewards faithful 
service. The chains are gone, but love binds the heart more firmly than iron ever could. 

Conclusion 

Romans 8 does not present a fragile salvation hanging over the abyss by the thread of 
human performance. It begins with “no condemnation,” places the Spirit of adoption within 
the believer, declares him a child and heir of God, carries him through suffering by divine 
intercession, and ends by stating that nothing “shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” The believer’s standing is enclosed within the 
faithfulness of the Father, the finished work of the Son, and the indwelling presence of the 
Holy Ghost. Sin may interrupt fellowship, invite chastening, damage testimony, destroy 
usefulness, and burn reward at the Judgment Seat, but it cannot reverse the new birth or 
tear a member from the body of Christ. The chain of condemnation was fastened to the 
cross, and Christ carried it into death. 

No preacher, priest, church, denomination, sacrament, guilty memory, terrified 
conscience, or accusing devil has authority to place that chain back upon the believer. 
Religious men may build plantations and call them ministries, sell uncertainty and call it 
holiness, and keep people frightened enough to mistake control for discipleship. But Christ 
said, “If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.” Freedom does not 
mean the Christian has no Master; it means he belongs to the Master who purchased him, 
loves him, indwells him, corrects him, and will bring him safely home. The believer does not 
awaken each morning as a spiritual orphan filing another application for family 
membership. He rises as a son whose standing was settled before his feet touched the 
floor. 

The Spirit of adoption therefore produces neither careless rebellion nor servile panic. He 
produces confident access, grateful obedience, reverential fear, patient endurance, and a 
growing family resemblance to Jesus Christ. Grace does not teach a son to spit on his 
Father’s table; it teaches him to remember who brought him there. Chastening may be 
painful, conflict may be fierce, and consequences may leave scars, but none of those 
things returns the redeemed believer to the slave market. The door behind him was shut by 
blood, and the door before him opens upon an inheritance. He may still hear Pharaoh 
shouting from the far shore, but the Red Sea stands between them. There are no chains in 
the Father’s house—only sons learning to walk like the family whose name they now bear. 



5 of 10 – Adoption and Inheritance: When the Spirit Teaches a Sinner to Cry, “Abba, 
Father” 

Key Passage: Romans 8:15–16 — “For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again 
to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The 
Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God.” 

Introduction 

“Abba, Father” is not a religious charm hung around the neck of a sermon, an emotional 
slogan whispered to make a congregation feel warm, or a mystical password used by 
people who think goose bumps are the ninth fruit of the Spirit. Those words come from the 
mouth of the Lord Jesus Christ in Gethsemane and from the doctrinal heart of Paul’s 
teaching on adoption. They belong to a lawful relationship purchased by blood, established 
through union with Christ, and witnessed by the Holy Ghost. A sinner does not acquire the 
right to call God “Father” because he feels close to creation, admires the Sermon on the 
Mount, possesses a tender personality, or has decided that the universe seems friendly. 
God is not the spiritual Father of every man merely because He created every man. Jesus 
told certain religious men in John 8:44, “Ye are of your father the devil,” which is a fairly 
serious interruption to the modern brotherhood-of-man picnic. Creatures become children 
only through the new birth, and children receive the standing of sons only through Jesus 
Christ. 

Romans 8:15 explains the change: “ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; 
but ye have received the Spirit of adoption.” The believer’s cry arises because God has 
acted first. The sinner did not shout “Father” loudly enough to persuade heaven to adopt 
him. The Father sent the Son, the Son shed His blood, the sinner believed the gospel, and 
the Spirit entered to bear witness to the relationship God had established. Galatians 4:6 
gives the order with perfect precision: “And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the 
Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.” God does not send the Spirit to see 
whether the sinner may qualify as a son after a probationary season. He sends the Spirit 
“because ye are sons.” The cry is not an application for sonship; it is the language of 
sonship already received. The adopted believer does not stand on the porch begging the 
household to consider his case. The blood has opened the door, grace has given him the 
name, and the Spirit teaches him how to address the Father. 

That address combines nearness with reverence, confidence with submission, affection 
with obedience, and assurance with awe. The son does not approach as a condemned 
criminal expecting the Judge to reopen the case, nor does he swagger in as a spoiled brat 
expecting Almighty God to finance every appetite. He comes through Jesus Christ, knowing 



that the throne remains a throne, yet the One seated upon it is his Father. Hebrews 4:16 
says, “Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace,” but boldness is not insolence 
and access is not ownership. The believer may come freely because Christ has provided 
lawful entrance; he must come humbly because he is entering the presence of the Holy 
One. The world’s false gods either keep their worshippers crawling at a distance or exist as 
indulgent projections of human desire. The God of Scripture does something infinitely 
greater: He brings redeemed sinners near without surrendering one ounce of His holiness. 

1. “Abba, Father” Is the Language of a Real Relationship 

The words “Abba, Father” appear only three times in the King James Bible: Mark 14:36, 
Romans 8:15, and Galatians 4:6. The first comes from the eternal Son in Gethsemane; the 
other two describe the adopted believer’s relationship through the Spirit of that Son. That 
pattern is no accident. The believer may cry what Christ cried because the believer has 
been placed in Christ and receives the Spirit of Christ. Sonship does not originate in the 
Christian; it flows from union with the only begotten Son. We are not independent little 
sons possessing a separate claim upon God. We are accepted “in the beloved,” made 
children “by faith in Christ Jesus,” and adopted “by Jesus Christ to himself.” Every privilege 
rests upon His person. Remove Christ, and “Abba” becomes an unauthorized knock upon a 
locked door. 

The repetition “Abba, Father” gives the cry a solemn fullness. Scripture does not toss words 
around like confetti. The address expresses personal nearness without reducing the Father 
to an equal, companion, mascot, or servant of human desire. Christ used it while lying 
under the shadow of the cross, not while demanding earthly comfort. Paul used it while 
explaining deliverance from bondage and entrance into heirship, not while advertising a 
method for obtaining luxury. The words belong to a son who knows both the Father’s love 
and the Father’s authority. Modern religion likes intimacy after it has been drained of 
obedience. It wants a first-name relationship with God while throwing His commandments 
into the trash. The Bible gives no such intimacy. The son comes near enough to cry “Abba” 
and bows low enough to say “Father.” 

Natural men may speak of “the man upstairs,” “the good Lord,” “a higher power,” or “the 
divine,” but vague religious familiarity does not establish relationship. Acts 17 says 
mankind is God’s offspring in the sense of creation, but John 1:12 limits spiritual sonship to 
those who receive Christ and believe on His name. The distinction is life and death. Cain 
could speak to God and still go out from His presence. Pharaoh could recognize Jehovah 
during a plague and harden his heart when relief came. Judas could call Christ “Master” 
while carrying betrayal money. Words alone do not create relationship. “Abba, Father” is 
genuine only where the Spirit of adoption dwells, and the Spirit is received through faith in 



the gospel of Christ. A parrot can repeat the language of the household, but repetition 
never puts the family blood in its veins. 

2. The First “Abba” Was Heard Beneath the Shadow of the Cross 

Mark 14:36 records the Lord Jesus praying in Gethsemane: “Abba, Father, all things are 
possible unto thee; take away this cup from me: nevertheless not what I will, but what thou 
wilt.” That is the first appearance of the expression, and it defines every later use. Christ’s 
cry contains confidence: “all things are possible unto thee.” It contains honest petition: 
“take away this cup from me.” It contains perfect submission: “nevertheless not what I will, 
but what thou wilt.” Sonship did not eliminate agony, exempt Christ from suffering, or turn 
prayer into a machine for escaping the Father’s appointed will. The perfect Son addressed 
the perfect Father while accepting the path that led directly to betrayal, scourging, 
mockery, crucifixion, darkness, and death. If anybody ever had the standing to demand 
exemption, it was Jesus Christ. He used that standing to submit. 

The cup before Christ was not merely physical death. Many men have faced execution with 
composure, and some martyrs have gone to death singing. Christ was not shrinking 
because Roman nails were unusually frightening or because crucifixion caught Him by 
surprise. The cup involved being made sin for us, bearing the curse, and enduring the 
judgment due to the guilty. Isaiah 53 says, “the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.” 
Second Corinthians 5:21 says God “made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin.” The 
sinless Son faced identification with a load of guilt utterly foreign to His holy nature. In that 
hour He would cry, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” Gethsemane was not a 
breakdown in courage; it was the holy soul of Christ beholding the black ocean of judgment 
He had agreed to cross for sinners. 

Therefore, “Abba, Father” can never be reduced to a formula for obtaining convenience. 
The first Man who used it went from the garden to the cross. He did not say, “Abba, Father, 
protect My comfort, enlarge My platform, increase My income, remove every critic, and 
make the path pleasant.” He said, “not what I will, but what thou wilt.” The prosperity 
peddler can put “Abba” on a private jet, but the word still smells like Gethsemane. Biblical 
sonship is not proved by receiving everything the flesh requests; it is displayed by trusting 
the Father when obedience leads through darkness. The Spirit of the Son teaches adopted 
sons to pray with confidence, state their burdens honestly, and then bow beneath the 
wisdom of God. Prayer is not the son overruling the Father; it is the son placing his will into 
the Father’s hands. 

3. The Spirit of the Son Comes Into the Heart 



Galatians 4:6 says, “God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts.” The 
indwelling of the Holy Ghost is not a poetic way of saying the believer has adopted 
Christian values. God Himself takes up residence within the redeemed sinner. First 
Corinthians 6:19 asks, “What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost 
which is in you?” Romans 8:9 says, “if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of 
his.” Every saved person possesses the Spirit; there is no superior caste of Christians who 
have Him and an inferior group waiting for a second-class delivery. The Spirit may be 
grieved, quenched, resisted in His practical leading, and ignored through carnality, but He 
indwells every believer from the moment of salvation and seals him “unto the day of 
redemption.” 

The Spirit who enters is called “the Spirit of his Son” because His ministry conforms the 
believer to Christ, reveals Christ through the written word, and reproduces the character 
appropriate to sonship. Jesus said in John 16:14, “He shall glorify me.” The Holy Ghost does 
not arrive to build a personality cult around a preacher, advertise spiritual oddities, or make 
the Christian obsessed with spectacular experiences. He points to Jesus Christ. Any 
alleged spiritual movement that magnifies the performer, sidelines Scripture, 
manufactures disorder, and leaves Christ standing like an ignored guest in the lobby did not 
come from the Spirit of the Son. The Holy Ghost is not heaven’s entertainment director. He 
is God within the believer, making the realities of redemption living, directing attention to 
Christ, and producing obedience to the Father. 

The phrase “into your hearts” shows the inward reality of the relationship, but it does not 
authorize the heart to become the final judge of truth. Jeremiah 17:9 says, “The heart is 
deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked.” Even a saved man carries a fleshly 
heart capable of confusion, emotion, imagination, and self-deception. The indwelling Spirit 
works in the inward man, but He does so in agreement with the written word He inspired. 
Ephesians 3 speaks of being “strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man,” while 
Colossians 3:16 commands, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly.” The Spirit and the 
word do not compete for authority. The Spirit uses the word to correct the heart. A feeling 
that contradicts Scripture is not spiritual guidance; it is the flesh wearing a choir robe. 

4. The Spirit Bears Witness With Our Spirit 

Romans 8:16 says, “The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children 
of God.” The verse describes a testimony occurring within the believer, but it is not an 
independent revelation detached from the gospel. The Holy Ghost confirms the truth God 
has already stated in Scripture. The believer reads that Christ died for his sins and rose 
again, remembers that he trusted that gospel, sees God’s promise that “whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life,” and the Spirit applies that 



truth with personal certainty. He does not whisper a different gospel into the soul. He does 
not say, “Ignore what was written; I have arranged something special for you.” The Spirit 
who bears witness is the Spirit who inspired Romans, Galatians, Ephesians, and John. He 
has no quarrel with His own testimony. 

The King James Bible says, “The Spirit itself,” not because the Holy Ghost is an impersonal 
object, but because “Spirit” is expressed according to its grammatical form. The chapter 
makes His personality unmistakable. He leads the sons of God, bears witness, helps 
infirmities, searches, knows, and makes intercession. A power or influence cannot perform 
those personal acts. The Holy Ghost is not a force to be manipulated, an atmosphere to be 
generated through music, or spiritual electricity waiting for a preacher to touch the right 
forehead. He is God the Holy Ghost. Religious critics who stumble over “itself” usually 
manage to recover quickly enough when they reach “the Spirit itself maketh intercession 
for us.” The Authorized Bible needs no rescue squad from scholars who cannot keep 
straight what the verse actually teaches. 

The witness occurs “with our spirit,” not instead of our spirit. The regenerated human spirit 
responds to the truth of God under the ministry of the indwelling Spirit. Before salvation, 
man is spiritually dead; after regeneration, his spirit has been quickened and can receive 
the things of God. First Corinthians 2:12 says, “Now we have received, not the spirit of the 
world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to 
us of God.” Assurance therefore involves knowledge of what God has freely given, not 
endless speculation about what we may have earned. The witness does not constantly 
point the believer inward to examine whether his spiritual pulse feels strong enough. It 
points him outward and upward to Christ, then confirms inwardly that the promise belongs 
to those who believe. Assurance becomes weak when a Christian stares at himself and 
strong when he looks unto Jesus. 

5. Assurance Is Anchored in the Word, Not the Weather of the Soul 

Feelings change too quickly to serve as the foundation of eternal assurance. A Christian 
may feel strong on Sunday, condemned on Monday, hopeful on Tuesday, confused on 
Wednesday, exhausted on Thursday, encouraged on Friday, and practically backslidden by 
Saturday afternoon. If salvation rises and falls with emotion, eternal life has less stability 
than a weather forecast. Feelings are real, but they are not final. They are influenced by 
health, sleep, pressure, memory, temptation, conflict, hormones, disappointment, bodily 
weakness, and circumstances. God knew all of that when He wrote the terms of salvation, 
so He anchored assurance outside the believer’s emotional condition. First John 5:11 says, 
“God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.” Verse 13 says these things were 



written “that ye may know that ye have eternal life.” God put assurance in writing because 
He knew feelings make poor witnesses under cross-examination. 

The objective foundation is the finished work of Jesus Christ. He died for our sins, was 
buried, rose again, and sat down because the offering was complete. Hebrews 10:14 says, 
“For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.” The believer’s 
assurance does not rest upon the perfection of his repentance, the vividness of his 
conversion experience, the eloquence of his prayer, or the consistency of his subsequent 
performance. It rests upon the perfection of Christ’s sacrifice and the reliability of God’s 
promise. Romans 4:5 says that to the one who “worketh not, but believeth on him that 
justifieth the ungodly,” faith is counted for righteousness. The object of faith gives faith its 
value. Weak faith in a strong Saviour saves; strong faith in a false object merely sends the 
sinner confidently in the wrong direction. 

This does not mean assurance encourages careless living. Sin clouds fellowship, grieves 
the Spirit, weakens confidence, scars the conscience, damages testimony, and invites 
chastening. A believer walking stubbornly in darkness may lose the enjoyment of 
assurance without losing the relationship upon which assurance rests. First John 3:20 says, 
“if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things.” The heart 
may raise an accusation, but the heart is not the Supreme Court. The remedy is not to deny 
sin or pretend conduct does not matter. First John 1:9 directs the believer to confess his 
sins, trusting that God “is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.” Confession restores fellowship; it does not re-create sonship. The son 
washes his feet because the road is dirty, not because every patch of dust has returned him 
to the slave market. 

6. Bold Access Through the Blood of the Son 

The adopted believer has lawful access to the Father. Ephesians 2:18 says, “For through 
him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.” Every word matters: access is 
“through him,” referring to Christ; it is “by one Spirit”; and it is “unto the Father.” The whole 
Godhead is involved in the believer’s approach. No earthly priest stands between the 
Christian and God, because Jesus Christ is the one Mediator and the believer is indwelt by 
the Spirit. No saint, angel, religious mother, departed relative, or ecclesiastical official 
needs to forward the prayer. First Timothy 2:5 says, “For there is one God, and one mediator 
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.” Religion adds mediators because mediators 
create jobs. Scripture removes them because Christ is sufficient. 

Hebrews 10:19 speaks of “boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus.” Under 
the law, the holiest place was barred by a veil, entered only by the high priest, and 



approached with sacrificial blood. At Calvary the veil was torn “from the top to the bottom,” 
showing that God opened the way from His side. The believer now approaches through the 
blood of Christ, not through personal merit. He does not prepare for prayer by gathering a 
basket of recent good deeds and presenting them as admission tokens. His worthiness is 
Christ. His plea is Christ. His entrance is through Christ. On the Christian’s best day, he 
needs the blood; on his worst day, the blood has not lost its value. A believer who thinks he 
can approach because he behaved well that week is trusting his manners more than the 
Mediator. 

Hebrews 4:16 commands, “Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we 
may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.” Boldness means freedom of 
access and confidence in the provision, not brashness toward the King. The throne does 
not become a sofa because adopted sons approach it. God remains the “high and lofty 
One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy.” Yet the blood gives the believer liberty to 
bring confession, petition, intercession, grief, weakness, temptation, and need without 
crawling through a religious bureaucracy. He may come at midnight, in sickness, under 
accusation, from a prison cell, beside a grave, or in the middle of a spiritual battle. 
Heaven’s throne room has no office hours because the High Priest never sleeps. 

7. The Cry of Sonship Produces Submission, Not Spoiled Demands 

A genuine understanding of “Abba, Father” changes prayer from a shopping list into 
fellowship with God’s will. The son may ask boldly, but he also listens obediently. First John 
5:14 says, “if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us.” The qualification is not a 
defect in prayer; it is protection for the petitioner. Fallen flesh routinely asks for things that 
would feed pride, strengthen lust, increase independence, or remove the very pressure 
God is using to produce maturity. A child may request a knife because it shines; a father’s 
refusal is love, not neglect. God’s “no” may contain more fatherly wisdom than the 
believer’s most passionate “please.” Prayer does not inform an ignorant God, motivate a 
reluctant God, or bribe an unwilling God. It brings the son’s need beneath the Father’s 
wisdom. 

The Spirit also teaches the son to cry when words fail. Romans 8:26 says, “Likewise the 
Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought.” 
The verse does not glorify ignorance; it acknowledges human limitation. The believer often 
sees only the immediate pain, while God sees the eternal purpose. He asks for removal; 
God may intend endurance. He asks for explanation; God may intend trust. He asks for 
escape; God may intend testimony. The Spirit “maketh intercession for us with groanings 
which cannot be uttered,” bringing the believer’s burden into harmony with the will of God. 
The adopted son is never alone in prayer. Christ intercedes at the Father’s right hand, and 



the Spirit intercedes within the believer. Weak prayer is carried by divine hands stronger 
than the weakness that produced it. 

Finally, “Abba, Father” must shape conduct. Malachi 1:6 asks, “A son honoureth his father, 
and a servant his master: if then I be a father, where is mine honour?” The privilege of 
sonship carries the responsibility of family resemblance. The believer cannot invoke 
intimacy with God while treating God’s word as an unwanted relative. He cannot call God 
Father and comfortably serve the appetites that crucified the Son. Ephesians 5:1 
commands, “Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children.” Dear children imitate their 
Father, honor His name, and learn His ways. They may stumble, require correction, and 
grow slowly, but the direction of sonship is toward resemblance. Grace does not produce 
sons who demand the house and despise the Head of it. 

Conclusion 

“Abba, Father” is the cry of redemption completed, adoption received, and relationship 
confirmed. The Father sent the Son into the slave market; the Son paid the price with His 
blood; the sinner believed the gospel; and the Spirit of the Son entered the heart. The cry 
therefore rests upon the whole work of God. It is not psychological self-assurance, religious 
imagination, or emotional optimism. It is the language of one born of God, accepted in 
Christ, sealed by the Spirit, and brought lawfully near through the blood. Hell may accuse 
him, conscience may remember his failures, circumstances may darken, and emotions 
may stagger, but none of those things possesses authority to reverse the Father’s 
declaration. 

The Spirit’s witness always agrees with the written word. He points the believer to Christ’s 
finished sacrifice, God’s unchanging promise, the sealing of the purchased possession, 
and the eternal life already given in the Son. He does not send the Christian hunting 
through mystical fog for a feeling strong enough to replace Scripture. He does not require a 
dramatic testimony, an audible voice, or a weekly emotional explosion. Assurance is often 
quiet because truth does not need fireworks to remain true. The sun does not cease shining 
because a frightened man closes the curtains, and eternal life does not vanish because a 
weary believer cannot feel its warmth. 

The adopted believer can therefore approach God neither as a groveling stranger nor as a 
spoiled brat. He comes boldly, reverently, honestly, and submissively. He may confess sin, 
ask for mercy, seek help, bring sorrow, intercede for others, and state his deepest desire, 
but he concludes with the spirit of Gethsemane: “nevertheless not what I will, but what 
thou wilt.” That is sonship at its strongest—not the removal of every burden, but confidence 
in the Father beneath the burden; not the granting of every demand, but submission to 



perfect wisdom; not careless familiarity, but lawful nearness through blood. The throne of 
the universe belongs to his Father, the Son of God is his Mediator, and the Spirit within him 
has taught his redeemed heart what to cry: “Abba, Father.” 

 

 

6 of 10 – Adoption and Inheritance: Full-Grown Standing in a Nursery-Filled Church 

Key Passage: Ephesians 4:13–15 — “Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of 
the fulness of Christ: That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and 
carried about with every wind of doctrine… But speaking the truth in love, may grow up 
into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ.” 

Introduction 

Every saved person possesses the standing of a son, but not every saved person has the 
conduct of a grown son. Adoption gives immediate position; growth develops practical 
maturity. The distinction is simple enough for a child to understand, which may explain why 
so many educated theologians need several hundred pages to bury it. Galatians 4:6 does 
not say, “Because ye have matured, God may eventually recognize you as sons.” It says, 
“because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts.” Sonship is 
received through faith in Christ, not awarded after a long career of superior Christian 
performance. The newest believer stands before God in the same beloved Son as the saint 
who has walked faithfully for sixty years. Both are accepted in Christ, indwelt by the Spirit, 
members of His body, and heirs of God. Yet one may be an infant in understanding while 
the other has grown into doctrinal strength, spiritual discernment, disciplined obedience, 
and proven service. Their standing may be equal while their state is separated by miles. 

That distinction protects grace without excusing immaturity. A Christian does not mature in 
order to become God’s son; he matures because God has already made him one. Growth 
cannot improve the believer’s position in Christ, but it should transform his practice before 
men. Adoption gives him a seat at the Father’s table; maturity teaches him not to throw the 
silverware, spill the milk, scream for sweets, and bite every brother who reaches for the 
bread. The modern church has a nursery filled with people who have been saved long 
enough to have grandchildren. They possess decades of attendance and six months of 
spiritual development. They know the church schedule, the preacher’s favorite stories, the 
latest religious slogans, and which pew receives the best air conditioning, but they cannot 
explain justification, distinguish Israel from the Church, rightly divide law from grace, or 
recognize a false gospel if it arrives carrying a study Bible and a conference badge. 



The Father’s purpose is not to keep His sons in permanent infancy. Ephesians 4 says the 
goal is “a perfect man,” meaning maturity and completeness, “unto the measure of the 
stature of the fulness of Christ.” God does not save men merely to keep them occupied 
until the Rapture with religious entertainment. He intends them to grow in grace, increase 
in the knowledge of Jesus Christ, handle His word faithfully, endure sound doctrine, 
exercise spiritual judgment, resist deception, serve others, and bear the family 
resemblance. Spiritual infancy is normal at the beginning of Christian life, but it is 
disgraceful when treated as a permanent residence. A baby drooling at six months is 
healthy; a forty-year-old doing the same thing needs attention. The church has spent years 
lowering the crib rails, warming the bottles, and congratulating the nursery for being 
crowded. Paul says, “grow up.” 

1. Sonship Is Immediate, but Maturity Is Developed 

Galatians 3:26 establishes the believer’s position: “For ye are all the children of God by 
faith in Christ Jesus.” Faith joins the believer to Christ, and union with Christ gives him 
sonship before the Father. No period of religious apprenticeship stands between salvation 
and adoption. The Philippian jailer did not believe on Christ, serve a probationary term, 
complete a discipleship workbook, receive committee approval, and then become a child 
of God. He believed and was saved. The thief on the cross had no opportunity to develop 
spiritual maturity, produce years of service, join a local congregation, or demonstrate 
doctrinal stability, yet Christ told him, “To day shalt thou be with me in paradise.” His 
Christian life on earth lasted only a few hours, but his standing was complete because 
salvation depends upon Christ’s sufficiency rather than the length of the believer’s résumé. 

Spiritual maturity, however, develops through time, truth, obedience, testing, correction, 
and faithful exercise. Second Peter 3:18 commands, “But grow in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” Growth is not automatic merely because 
the calendar moves. A man can be saved for twenty years and repeat the same year twenty 
times. Time furnishes opportunity; it does not guarantee development. A tree grows 
because it receives nourishment, light, water, and proper conditions, not because 
somebody hangs a calendar on a branch. Likewise, the Christian grows through Scripture, 
prayer, obedience, fellowship, service, suffering, and the Spirit’s work in the inner man. 
Neglect those means, and the believer may age physically while remaining spiritually small 
enough to hide behind a hymnbook. 

This difference between standing and growth destroys both legalism and laziness. Legalism 
says maturity earns sonship; grace says sonship is received through Christ. Laziness says 
sonship makes maturity unnecessary; Scripture says sons should grow into conduct 
worthy of their calling. Philippians 2:12–13 tells believers to work out their own salvation 



because “it is God which worketh in you.” They do not work for salvation; they work out 
what God has placed within. An apple tree does not bear fruit to become an apple tree. It 
bears fruit because life of that kind is working through its branches. When no fruit appears 
year after year, the absence does not commend the tree’s confidence in its roots. It 
exposes neglect, disease, or a false profession. 

2. The Corinthian Nursery: Gifted, Noisy, and Carnal 

First Corinthians 3 provides God’s diagnosis of a nursery-filled church. Paul writes, “And I, 
brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto 
babes in Christ.” They were “in Christ,” so their standing was real, but they were carnal, so 
their maturity was missing. Paul did not deny their salvation; he rebuked their condition. 
Corinth possessed spiritual gifts, public activity, eloquent speech, teachers, knowledge, 
and visible enthusiasm, yet Paul still called them babies. That should permanently settle 
the notion that spectacular activity proves spiritual maturity. A child can make more noise 
with a toy drum than a grown man makes repairing the roof. Noise measures volume, not 
usefulness. 

Their carnality appeared through “envying, and strife, and divisions.” They had formed 
camps around human personalities: “I am of Paul; and I of Apollos.” Instead of growing into 
Christ, they collected preacher labels like children trading colored cards. One admired 
Paul, another preferred Apollos, another claimed Cephas, and the most sanctimonious 
announced, “I of Christ,” probably while despising everyone else in the room. Personality 
worship is one of spiritual infancy’s favorite toys. The carnal believer evaluates truth by who 
said it, how impressively he said it, and whether the speaker belongs to the preferred tribe. 
The mature believer asks, “What saith the scripture?” A preacher may be useful, faithful, 
learned, and worthy of respect, but the moment his admirers stop testing his words by the 
Book, a servant has been turned into a golden calf with a necktie. 

Corinth also demonstrated that gifts and character are not identical. The church came 
“behind in no gift,” yet tolerated fornication, sued one another before unbelievers, abused 
Christian liberty, mishandled the Lord’s supper, competed over spiritual manifestations, 
and confused resurrection doctrine. They had equipment without maturity, power tools in 
the hands of children. The modern church repeats the performance whenever it assumes 
talent equals holiness, charisma equals character, large crowds equal divine approval, or 
platform success equals spiritual depth. A man may sing beautifully and live corruptly, 
speak persuasively and teach falsely, organize efficiently and pray rarely. God’s gifts can 
operate through an immature believer, but the presence of a gift does not excuse the 
absence of growth. Samson had supernatural strength and nursery-level judgment; the 
combination eventually left him blind at a Philistine mill. 



3. Milk Is for Beginnings, Not Permanent Residence 

First Peter 2:2 commands newborn believers, “As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk 
of the word, that ye may grow thereby.” Milk is not evil. It is necessary nourishment for the 
beginning of life. A new Christian needs the foundational truths of salvation, assurance, 
prayer, obedience, fellowship, and basic biblical doctrine. Nobody hands a newborn a 
steak and rebukes him for lacking teeth. Wise teaching begins where the learner stands 
and supplies what is necessary for growth. The problem arises when milk becomes the 
permanent menu and the believer refuses everything requiring chewing. A church that 
preaches the same shallow handful of religious generalities for twenty years does not have 
a simple ministry; it has a nutritional emergency. 

Hebrews 5:12 exposes prolonged infancy: “For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, 
ye have need that one teach you again.” Time had created a reasonable expectation of 
maturity, but the believers still required repeated instruction in “the first principles of the 
oracles of God.” They had become “such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat.” 
Notice that they had “become” such. Spiritual dullness was not merely their starting 
condition; it resulted from neglect. Verse 11 says they were “dull of hearing.” Truth had 
reached their ears without producing exercise, obedience, or progress. The same sermon 
can soften one heart and harden another because truth unused becomes truth resisted. A 
Bible left unopened does not remain neutral furniture. It stands as a witness against the 
owner’s chosen ignorance. 

Strong meat belongs “to them that are of full age,” those “who by reason of use have their 
senses exercised to discern both good and evil.” Maturity comes “by reason of use.” The 
believer reads, studies, compares, applies, obeys, tests, and thereby develops 
discernment. Spiritual senses do not strengthen by attending endless entertainment 
sessions where every difficult doctrine is removed for fear somebody might think. The 
church that feeds only religious sweets creates believers with impressive appetites and no 
teeth. They demand excitement, stories, novelty, music, humor, and constant affirmation, 
then gag when a preacher serves Romans, Hebrews, prophecy, judgment, dispensational 
truth, or practical holiness. A congregation raised on frosting will accuse meat of being 
unloving. 

4. Children Are Carried About by Every Wind of Doctrine 

Ephesians 4:14 states the danger of immaturity: “That we henceforth be no more children, 
tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine.” A child lacks stability. He 
is impressed by novelty, confidence, appearance, popularity, and emotional force. One 
new teacher arrives with a chart, a Greek word, a dramatic testimony, and a private 



revelation, and the immature believer packs his doctrinal suitcase before the meeting 
ends. The next teacher arrives two months later with a different system, and the suitcase 
moves again. Such a believer is not studying; he is sightseeing. His theology changes with 
the newest voice in his headphones, and every wind feels like the breath of God because 
he has never learned to distinguish weather from inspiration. 

Paul says those doctrinal winds come “by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive.” False teaching is not always produced by innocent 
misunderstanding. Some men deliberately manipulate, conceal, twist, and deceive. 
“Sleight” describes the trickster’s hand: the audience watches one movement while the 
real exchange occurs elsewhere. A false teacher quotes Scripture, but quietly changes its 
audience. He uses a biblical word, but empties it of its biblical meaning. He points to a 
verse, but hides the passage that answers him. He advertises freedom while building 
control, promises deeper knowledge while separating converts from plain Scripture, and 
offers certainty that depends upon loyalty to himself. The trick works best on believers who 
think sincerity is a substitute for discernment. 

Doctrinal stability does not mean stubborn loyalty to whatever one was first taught. A man 
can be consistently wrong for fifty years. Stability comes through being rooted in the rightly 
divided word of truth. Acts 17:11 commends the Bereans because “they received the word 
with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were 
so.” They listened eagerly and checked diligently. Readiness without examination produces 
gullibility; examination without readiness produces sterile skepticism. The mature believer 
does both. He does not reject a teaching because it is unfamiliar, nor accept it because it is 
exciting. He carries it to the Book and lets Scripture perform the inspection. A doctrine that 
requires the lights dimmed, the music raised, and the Bible closed has already failed its 
examination. 

5. Maturity Learns to Rightly Divide the Word 

Second Timothy 2:15 commands, “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman 
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” Spiritual maturity 
requires study, and study requires work. The verse does not say browse, skim, sample, or 
wait for a favorite personality to summarize the difficult parts. It says “study.” A workman 
handles material carefully, understands its structure, respects its divisions, and produces 
something that will survive inspection. The Bible contains distinctions God expects the 
reader to recognize: Jew, Gentile, and Church; law and grace; Israel’s earthly promises and 
the Church’s heavenly calling; salvation and service; standing and state; gift and reward; 
the Rapture and the Second Advent; the Judgment Seat of Christ and the Great White 
Throne. Failure to divide these things turns Scripture into a doctrinal junk drawer. 



The immature believer sees the word “church” and assumes every church is the body of 
Christ, sees “gospel” and assumes every gospel passage gives identical instructions, sees 
“kingdom” and stuffs every kingdom into one theological sack, or finds a command 
anywhere in Scripture and drags it into the present dispensation without checking the 
address. That is how Christians end up building arks, avoiding pork, fearing the Tribulation, 
seeking apostolic signs, confessing to priests, keeping Israel’s Sabbath, or trying to endure 
unto the end for salvation. Every verse in the Bible is true, but not every verse is written 
directly to every person under the same conditions. Noah was commanded to build an ark; 
nobody calls disobedience when a Christian buys lumber for a porch instead. Right division 
is not unbelief in part of the Bible. It is believing every part enough to leave it where God put 
it. 

Maturity also recognizes the final authority of the words God preserved. A believer cannot 
grow beyond the certainty of his Bible. If every passage is surrounded by scholarly 
suspicion, every command becomes negotiable and every doctrine waits upon expert 
permission. The child must keep returning to the religious professor to learn which verse 
survived the week. The mature workman receives the words of God as true and studies 
them with confidence. Psalm 119:130 says, “The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth 
understanding unto the simple.” Light enters through words, not through corrections that 
leave the reader wondering what God may have intended. The Bible-believing Christian can 
be taught, corrected, and sharpened because he possesses a fixed standard above 
himself. A man cannot grow straight while measuring against a rubber ruler. 

6. Mature Sons Can Endure Correction and Carry Responsibility 

One of the clearest signs of spiritual infancy is the inability to receive correction. Proverbs 
says, “He that refuseth instruction despiseth his own soul,” and “rebuke a wise man, and 
he will love thee.” The immature believer wants teaching that confirms him, preaching that 
comforts him, and fellowship that never exposes him. The moment Scripture crosses his 
behavior, he changes churches, attacks the messenger, questions the motive, or 
announces that he has been wounded. He wants a surgeon who compliments the tumor. 
Mature sons understand that correction is not rejection. Because their standing in Christ is 
secure, they can afford to admit where their conduct is wrong. Insecurity defends every 
mistake as though repentance might cancel the adoption papers. 

Hebrews 12 says sons receive chastening “that we might be partakers of his holiness.” 
Chastening is unpleasant, but afterward it yields “the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto 
them which are exercised thereby.” The word “exercised” matters. Pain alone does not 
produce maturity. Some believers endure correction and become bitter because they 
interpret every rod as an insult. Others are exercised by it: they examine themselves, 



confess sin, submit to Scripture, learn wisdom, and walk more carefully. The same furnace 
can harden clay and purify gold because the material responds differently to the heat. 
God’s purpose is not to humiliate sons for entertainment. It is to remove what hinders 
usefulness and produce conduct worthy of the household. 

Maturity also carries responsibility. Paul told Timothy, “the things that thou hast heard of 
me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to 
teach others also.” Truth moves from one dependable servant to another. The mature 
Christian no longer enters every gathering asking only, “What will I receive?” He asks, 
“Whom can I strengthen? What responsibility can I carry? Where can I serve?” Babies 
require constant attention; grown sons help maintain the household. The church remains 
weak when every member demands feeding while nobody learns to prepare bread. God did 
not give knowledge so believers could collect doctrinal trophies and admire themselves. 
Truth is a stewardship, and the man who receives much will answer for what he did with it. 

7. The Family Resemblance Must Appear in the Walk 

Ephesians 5:1 commands, “Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children.” Sonship 
should increasingly produce resemblance to the Father’s character. The believer will never 
become deity, share God’s incommunicable attributes, or attain sinless perfection in the 
flesh, but he is commanded to reflect holiness, truth, mercy, righteousness, patience, 
faithfulness, and love. Romans 8:29 says believers are predestinated “to be conformed to 
the image of his Son.” That conformity begins in practical sanctification and will be 
completed when Christ changes the body. Growth therefore has a definite pattern. The goal 
is not becoming a more successful version of Adam, building a religious brand, or 
developing a personality acceptable to church culture. The measure is Jesus Christ. 

Family resemblance appears especially in love joined to truth. Ephesians 4:15 says, “But 
speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things.” Modern religion separates 
what God joined. One crowd speaks of love while suppressing every truth that might 
offend; another speaks truth with such carnal pride that cruelty becomes a badge of 
doctrinal courage. Biblical maturity refuses both counterfeits. Love without truth is a 
smiling traitor; truth without love can become a sword swung by a child. Christ never 
softened truth to protect unbelief, but neither did He expose sinners to entertain religious 
spectators. Mature sons speak because truth matters and love the hearer enough to risk 
being misunderstood. They do not use love to gag the Bible or use the Bible to decorate 
personal bitterness. 

The family resemblance also appears through endurance. Children are ruled by immediate 
discomfort, while mature sons understand that the Father’s purpose may require patience, 



sacrifice, obscurity, and suffering. Paul could say, “I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, 
therewith to be content.” He had been beaten, imprisoned, rejected, shipwrecked, hungry, 
and betrayed, yet hardship did not send him chasing a new doctrine promising an easier 
road. Mature believers are not surprised that the world which crucified Christ fails to 
provide them with comfortable applause. They serve when unnoticed, remain faithful when 
disappointed, pray when feelings are absent, and obey when the reward is not visible. A son 
begins to resemble Christ when duty becomes stronger than mood. 

Conclusion 

Adoption places the believer immediately into the full standing of sonship, but it does not 
instantly furnish him with developed character, tested judgment, deep knowledge, or 
mature conduct. Those things grow as the Christian receives the word, obeys the truth, 
endures correction, exercises discernment, serves faithfully, and walks in the Spirit. 
Standing is a gift; maturity is developed stewardship. The youngest believer is complete in 
Christ, yet he should not remain content to know only what he knew at conversion. Grace 
gives the family name freely, but that name should create a holy ambition to honor the 
Father who bestowed it. 

The modern church’s nursery is crowded because shallow preaching, personality worship, 
doctrinal uncertainty, entertainment, emotional manipulation, and fear of correction have 
made infancy comfortable. Believers live on religious sweets, chase every new voice, 
confuse activity with growth, and mistake loudness for power. They want crowns without 
crosses, discernment without study, authority without submission, and maturity without 
the inconvenience of being corrected. But the Father does not measure development by 
attendance records, social-media enthusiasm, conference badges, or years since baptism. 
He looks for sons who know His word, recognize deception, control their appetites, carry 
burdens, receive correction, serve others, and resemble Jesus Christ. 

The command remains, “grow up into him in all things.” Leave the nursery, put away the 
toys, open the Book, chew the meat, test the spirits, rightly divide the truth, and accept the 
responsibilities that belong to the Father’s house. Adoption has already given the believer a 
seat at the table; maturity teaches him how to behave there. The church does not need 
more fifty-year-old infants fighting over personalities, demanding constant entertainment, 
and spilling doctrine across the floor. It needs sons who can stand, work, endure, defend 
the truth, feed others, and bear the family name without disgracing it. Grace brought us into 
the house as sons; wisdom demands that we stop living as though the crib were our 
inheritance. 

 



7 of 10 – Adoption and Inheritance: The Family Name Written in Heaven’s Ledger 

Key Passage: Ephesians 1:13–14 — “In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the 
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were 
sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, Which is the earnest of our inheritance until 
the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.” 

Introduction 

Earthly names have a short shelf life. A man may spend fifty years building a reputation and 
lose it in fifty minutes. His name may appear on buildings, plaques, diplomas, contracts, 
monuments, letterheads, and newspaper columns, but time eventually treats the whole 
collection like dust on a windowsill. Empires rename cities, revolutionaries pull down 
statues, families forget ancestors, corporations merge, records burn, gravestones crumble, 
and historians revise yesterday’s heroes into tomorrow’s embarrassments. Men struggle to 
make their names live because they know their bodies will not. Genesis 11 records the 
builders of Babel saying, “let us make us a name,” and God scattered them before the 
mortar had properly dried. Human pride is forever carving its initials into rotten wood and 
calling the result immortality. The believer possesses something infinitely better: a family 
identity established in Christ, recorded in heaven, sealed by the Holy Ghost, and tied to an 
inheritance beyond the reach of time, death, devils, and revision committees. 

Ephesians 3:14–15 speaks of “the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Of whom the whole 
family in heaven and earth is named.” The believer has not merely joined a religious 
association headquartered on earth. He belongs to a household whose Head is in heaven 
and whose identity comes from God. Hebrews 12:23 speaks of “the general assembly and 
church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven.” Philippians 3:20 says, “For our 
conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
These are not poetic compliments offered to help Christians survive a difficult afternoon. 
They describe a legal and spiritual reality. The believer’s citizenship is heavenly, his life is 
hid with Christ in God, his standing is in the Beloved, and his future is joined to the 
returning Saviour. The world may know him as insignificant, troublesome, outdated, 
foolish, poor, or forgotten, but heaven does not consult the world when maintaining the 
family register. 

The certainty of that standing rests entirely upon God’s work. Ephesians 1 says the believer 
is chosen in Christ, predestinated unto adoption, accepted in the Beloved, redeemed 
through Christ’s blood, forgiven according to the riches of grace, sealed with the Holy Spirit, 
and given the earnest of the inheritance. The passage reads like heaven emptying a 
treasury upon people who brought nothing but guilt to the counter. None of those blessings 



depends upon the believer maintaining a grip strong enough to prevent God from dropping 
him. Salvation is not a tug-of-war in which Christ holds one wrist while the devil pulls the 
other and the outcome depends upon the sinner’s spiritual muscle. The believer’s security 
rests upon divine purpose, divine purchase, divine placement, and divine preservation. 
Heaven’s ledger is not maintained in pencil, and the blood of Jesus Christ is not an 
erasable signature. 

1. The Whole Family Takes Its Name From the Father 

Paul bows his knees in Ephesians 3 “unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Of whom the 
whole family in heaven and earth is named.” Family identity begins with the Father, not with 
the individual members. The believer does not invent his place, select his own terms, or 
improve the household by attaching his personal brand to it. He receives a name derived 
from relationship to God through Christ. In the ancient world, a family name could identify 
ancestry, inheritance, obligation, privilege, and authority. In Scripture, names often reveal 
character, calling, or ownership. Abram becomes Abraham when God enlarges his 
covenant calling; Jacob becomes Israel when God marks him for national purpose; Simon 
is called Peter in connection with his appointed service. Yet above every earthly 
designation stands the name God places upon those who belong to Him. 

The Father is specifically identified as “the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” That protects 
the doctrine from the vague universal fatherhood preached by men who want a divine 
parent without the divine Son. Nobody enters this household by bypassing Jesus Christ. 
John 14:6 gives the exclusive door: “no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” First John 
2:23 adds, “Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father.” A man may speak 
endlessly about God, spirituality, providence, love, light, creation, and human brotherhood, 
but if he rejects the biblical Christ, he does not possess the Father. Religion keeps trying to 
construct a family reunion without inviting the only begotten Son. Heaven refuses to 
recognize the guest list. 

The “whole family in heaven and earth” also reminds the believer that God’s household 
extends beyond the small circle visible at any one moment. Saints who have departed are 
with Christ; believers still living serve on earth; and all belong beneath the Father’s 
authority. Death may separate earthly fellowship temporarily, but it does not dissolve family 
relationship. Paul says to depart and be with Christ “is far better.” The cemetery does not 
contain former children of God whose memberships expired when their hearts stopped. 
Their bodies await resurrection while they remain alive with Christ. Human families lose 
members to death and speak of names surviving in memory. God’s family loses nobody. 
The grave may hold the body temporarily, but heaven holds the person securely. 



2. Chosen in Christ Before the Foundation of the World 

Ephesians 1:4 says God “hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world.” The 
location of election is “in him.” The verse does not present God arbitrarily selecting certain 
lost men for heaven and manufacturing the remainder for hell so a theological system can 
admire His sovereignty. It presents God’s eternal purpose centered in Jesus Christ. Christ is 
the chosen One, and those who believe the gospel are placed in Him and share the 
standing God ordained for that body. God determined before the foundation of the world 
that the people found in His Son would be holy and without blame before Him. The 
believer’s election therefore does not encourage pride; it destroys it. He was not chosen 
because God looked ahead and discovered spiritual excellence hiding beneath his sin. He 
is chosen “in him,” where all worth belongs to Christ. 

The phrase “before the foundation of the world” shows that salvation was not heaven’s 
emergency response to Adam’s unexpected accident. God did not discover sin in Genesis 
3, summon a committee, and begin drafting a gospel while the serpent waited beneath the 
tree. First Peter 1:19–20 says Christ was a Lamb “foreordained before the foundation of the 
world.” Revelation 13:8 calls Him “the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.” The 
cross occurred at a definite place in history, but the purpose behind it stood in God before 
history’s foundation. Satan never forced God into an improvisation. Before the devil opened 
his mouth in Eden, God’s purpose in Christ already outran him into eternity. 

Ephesians 1:5 continues, “Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus 
Christ to himself.” Predestination concerns the appointed destiny of those in Christ: 
adoption, conformity to Christ, and eventual glorification. Romans 8:29 says believers are 
predestinated “to be conformed to the image of his Son.” Predestination is not God 
dragging an unbeliever into heaven against his will or barring a willing sinner from the cross. 
The gospel genuinely commands all men to repent and invites “whosoever will” to take the 
water of life freely. Once a sinner believes and is placed in Christ, his destination is settled 
by God’s purpose. The train may pass through dark tunnels, steep grades, storms, and 
hostile territory, but its final station was appointed before the passenger ever boarded. 

3. Accepted in the Beloved, Not Inspected in Adam 

Ephesians 1:6 declares that God “hath made us accepted in the beloved.” That statement 
places the believer’s acceptance outside his fluctuating performance and inside the 
unchanging Son. God does not inspect the Christian in Adam and then decide whether 
recent improvement qualifies him for another week of family membership. He sees him in 
Christ. The Beloved Son was declared well pleasing to the Father before His public ministry 
began and again upon the mount of transfiguration. He fulfilled the law, obeyed perfectly, 



offered Himself without spot, rose from the dead, and sits at the Father’s right hand. The 
believer stands accepted in that One. He does not possess a lesser, rented righteousness 
that must be renewed through weekly behavior. Christ is “made unto us wisdom, and 
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption.” 

Acceptance “in the beloved” does not mean God calls sin righteous or ignores the 
believer’s conduct. The Christian’s standing and state must be distinguished without using 
one to cancel the other. In standing, he is complete in Christ, justified, accepted, and 
secure. In state, he may be obedient or carnal, fruitful or barren, growing or stagnant, 
pleasing or grieving to the Father. His state affects fellowship, testimony, usefulness, 
chastening, and reward, but it does not replace Christ as the ground of acceptance. A son 
who disgraces the family may require severe correction, yet his misconduct does not prove 
the father never begat him. Scripture does not excuse rebellion, but neither does it turn 
every act of rebellion into a second spiritual birth in reverse. 

Religion hates this doctrine because accepted sons are difficult to sell. A man uncertain of 
God’s favor will pay for ceremonies, submit to unscriptural authority, repeat confessions, 
purchase indulgences, fear religious curses, and depend upon whoever claims to control 
access to grace. Tell him he is “accepted in the beloved,” and the tollbooth loses a 
customer. That is why religious systems quietly move acceptance from Christ’s finished 
work to the institution’s continuing service. The Bible moves it back. The believer does not 
approach God through the accumulated merit of preachers, priests, saints, sacraments, or 
personal performance. He enters in the worth of Jesus Christ. The Father does not tolerate 
the believer at the edge of the room; He accepts him in the Son seated at His right hand. 

4. The Family Record Is Written in Heaven 

Hebrews 12:22–23 says believers “are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living 
God, the heavenly Jerusalem,” and “to the general assembly and church of the firstborn, 
which are written in heaven.” The Christian’s name is connected with a heavenly assembly 
long before his body arrives there. His earthly church may misplace a membership record, 
a government may erase his legal identity, an enemy may slander his reputation, and 
history may forget he lived, but the determining record stands above all earthly jurisdiction. 
Heaven is not waiting for a denominational clerk to forward the paperwork. The believer’s 
place rests upon union with Christ, the Firstborn from the dead and Head of the body. 

Philippians 3:20 says, “For our conversation is in heaven.” “Conversation” includes 
citizenship, manner of life, and the sphere to which the believer belongs. Paul wrote those 
words within a Roman world that understood the privileges of citizenship. An earthly citizen 
carried the authority and protection of the government he represented. The Christian 



possesses a higher citizenship under a King whose throne cannot be voted down, invaded, 
impeached, or inherited by a fool. He lives temporarily among the kingdoms of this world, 
obeying lawful authority where it does not conflict with God, yet his ultimate allegiance is 
above. The world may treat him like an unwanted foreigner because, spiritually speaking, 
he is one. 

That heavenly citizenship also creates heavenly expectation: “from whence also we look for 
the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.” The Christian’s hope is not the gradual moral 
improvement of Adam’s civilization. It is the bodily return of Jesus Christ to change “our vile 
body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body.” The same heaven that holds the 
believer’s citizenship holds his Saviour, and the Saviour will come for His purchased 
people. Our inheritance is not complete while our bodies remain subject to corruption, 
pain, weakness, and death. The family register points toward a family gathering, and the 
Rapture will bring the living and departed saints together before the Lord. 

5. Sealed With That Holy Spirit of Promise 

Ephesians 1:13 gives the biblical order of salvation with words clear enough to survive 
without a theologian’s fog machine: “after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of 
your salvation,” “after that ye believed,” “ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise.” 
The sinner hears the gospel, believes it, and is sealed. He is not sealed after baptism, 
church membership, confirmation, sacramental initiation, years of endurance, or a second 
emotional experience. The sealing follows faith in the gospel. First Corinthians 15 defines 
that gospel: Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, was buried, and rose again 
the third day. Salvation begins with a message about what Christ completed, not a contract 
describing what the sinner must complete. 

A seal indicates ownership, authentication, authority, security, and preservation. God 
places the Holy Ghost upon and within the believer as His mark upon purchased property. 
Second Timothy 2:19 says, “Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this 
seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his.” The believer may sometimes struggle to 
understand himself, but the Lord never struggles to identify what belongs to Him. The devil 
may attach accusations, the world may attach labels, and the flesh may attach shame, but 
none of them owns the property. A trespasser can hang a sign on another man’s fence; the 
sign does not change the deed. 

Ephesians 4:30 says believers are “sealed unto the day of redemption.” The sealing has an 
appointed terminus, and that terminus is not the believer’s next sin, emotional collapse, 
doctrinal confusion, or season of failure. It is “the day of redemption,” when the purchased 
body is changed. The Holy Ghost is not a nervous tenant who packs His bags whenever the 



flesh has a bad week. He can be grieved, which is precisely why Paul warns believers about 
corrupt communication, bitterness, wrath, anger, clamour, evil speaking, and malice. But 
grieving the Spirit is not evicting Him. If the believer could break the seal through sin, Paul 
would have threatened loss of the Spirit; instead, he appeals to the permanence of the 
sealing as the reason not to grieve the One who remains. 

6. The Earnest Guarantees the Coming Inheritance 

Ephesians 1:14 calls the Holy Spirit “the earnest of our inheritance.” An earnest is a present 
pledge, the first portion guaranteeing that the remainder will follow. God does not merely 
promise a future inheritance on paper; He places the Holy Ghost within the believer as the 
living guarantee. Second Corinthians 1:22 says God “hath also sealed us, and given the 
earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.” Second Corinthians 5:5 repeats that God “also hath 
given unto us the earnest of the Spirit.” When God repeats a doctrine three times through 
Paul, He is not decorating the page. He is establishing certainty against the entire industry 
of religious doubt. 

The earnest continues “until the redemption of the purchased possession.” The believer 
has already been redeemed with respect to his soul’s standing and deliverance from sin’s 
condemnation, yet his body still awaits redemption. Romans 8:23 calls that future event 
“the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.” The body presently grows tired, ages, 
suffers disease, experiences temptation, and eventually returns to dust unless the Rapture 
intervenes. Yet it belongs to God because Christ purchased the whole person. First 
Corinthians 6:20 says, “For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.” 
The present weakness of the body does not mean God abandoned His purchase halfway 
through delivery. 

The Holy Ghost’s presence guarantees that what began in salvation will reach glorification. 
Romans 8:30 states, “whom he justified, them he also glorified.” Paul writes the future 
certainty in the past tense because God’s purpose is as good as accomplished. Philippians 
1:6 expresses the same confidence: “he which hath begun a good work in you will perform 
it until the day of Jesus Christ.” The believer’s final security rests upon God performing what 
God began. If salvation depended upon the Christian finishing what grace merely started, 
the weakest human link would determine eternity. Scripture places the responsibility in 
stronger hands. God laid the foundation, purchased the property, issued the family 
standing, applied the seal, furnished the earnest, and appointed the completion. 

7. No Accuser Can Rewrite the Register 

Romans 8 imagines the courtroom filled with opposition and asks, “Who shall lay any thing 
to the charge of God’s elect?” The answer is not that no charges exist. The believer has 



failed in more ways than he knows, and the devil does not need to invent every accusation. 
The answer is, “It is God that justifieth.” The authority of the Justifier outranks the accuracy 
of the accuser. God justified the believer with full knowledge of every sin—past, present, 
and future. He did not save a carefully edited version of the sinner and later discover the 
missing pages. Omniscience read the entire record before grace wrote “justified” across it. 

“Who is he that condemneth?” Paul answers, “It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen 
again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.” The One 
with the authority to condemn is the One who died for the accused, rose for his 
justification, and intercedes for him before the Father. Satan’s prosecution faces a serious 
staffing problem when the Judge, the Advocate, and the Substitute all stand behind the 
believer’s salvation. First John 2:1 says, “if any man sin, we have an advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” The verse does not say we need a new sacrifice 
whenever we sin. We have a standing Advocate whose righteousness does not fluctuate 
with ours. 

Neither the world’s mockery nor the flesh’s failure can alter that verdict. Romans 8 piles up 
tribulation, distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, peril, sword, death, life, angels, 
principalities, powers, present things, future things, height, depth, and every other 
creature, then declares that none “shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” The believer himself is a creature and therefore included among 
the things unable to break that union. Eternal security does not glorify the believer’s ability 
to hold on; it glorifies Christ’s ability to keep what He purchased. The sheep is secure 
because the Shepherd’s hand is strong, not because sheep are famous for grip strength. 

Conclusion 

The believer’s family name is written in a register no earthly power controls. He is chosen in 
Christ, predestinated unto adoption, accepted in the Beloved, written in heaven, given 
heavenly citizenship, sealed with the Holy Spirit, and furnished with the earnest of his 
inheritance. Each blessing rests upon God’s action and finds its certainty in Jesus Christ. 
The Father purposed it, the Son purchased it, and the Spirit preserves the believer unto the 
appointed day. Salvation could not be more thoroughly surrounded by God unless the 
sinner were removed from the equation altogether—which, as far as merit is concerned, is 
precisely what grace does. 

That certainty does not encourage the believer to disgrace the family name. It gives him the 
strongest reason to honor it. Ephesians 4 appeals to the permanent sealing while 
commanding believers to put away corrupt behavior. First Corinthians 6 appeals to the 
purchase price while demanding purity of body. Colossians 3 appeals to the believer’s life 



hidden with Christ while commanding him to mortify earthly members. Grace establishes 
the relationship and then calls the son to walk worthy of it. A family name secured in 
heaven should not be dragged casually through the mud of earth. Security is not God’s 
permission to sin; it is God’s guarantee that sin will never have the final word over His 
purchased son. 

Earthly records will burn, marble names will weather, reputations will fade, governments 
will fall, and history will forget nearly everyone it presently celebrates. But the believer 
belongs to “the church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven.” His inheritance is 
guaranteed by the Spirit within him, his citizenship awaits him above, and his Saviour is 
coming to redeem the body still living below. The devil may accuse, the world may laugh, 
and the flesh may stumble, but none of those parties holds the pen. Heaven’s ledger is not 
maintained in pencil, the Holy Ghost is not a temporary signature, and the blood of Jesus 
Christ does not fade with age. The family name was written by grace, sealed by God, and 
will still be legible when the stars of earthly glory have gone dark. 

 

 

8 of 10 – Adoption and Inheritance: Joint-Heirs Beneath the Shadow of the Cross 

Key Passage: Romans 8:16–18 — “The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that 
we are the children of God: And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs 
with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. For 
I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the 
glory which shall be revealed in us.” 

Introduction 

Romans 8:17 is one of those verses the religious salesman likes to quote until he reaches 
the punctuation that ruins his advertisement. He enjoys “heirs of God, and joint-heirs with 
Christ,” because those words can be stretched across a television screen while somebody 
promises the audience bigger houses, healthier bodies, expanding bank accounts, and 
enough earthly success to make Caesar jealous. Then the verse continues: “if so be that we 
suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.” At that point the prosperity wagon 
usually turns down another road. Suffering does not sell as easily as luxury, and a crown of 
thorns makes poor decoration for a fundraising banquet. Yet the Holy Ghost placed 
inheritance, suffering, and glory in the same sentence. The believer cannot claim 
identification with Christ’s future throne while treating identification with His present 
rejection as a printing error. 



The Christian is an heir because he is a child of God. “And if children, then heirs.” 
Relationship establishes inheritance. The believing sinner was born of God, adopted 
through Jesus Christ, accepted in the Beloved, sealed by the Spirit, and made a member of 
Christ’s body. That standing is not purchased by suffering, maintained by pain, or improved 
through persecution. A man could be beaten from morning until midnight and remain lost if 
he has never believed the gospel. Suffering has no saving virtue in itself. Calvary is the only 
suffering that purchased redemption, and Jesus Christ endured it alone. The believer does 
not add his blood to Christ’s blood, complete an unfinished atonement, or earn a better 
place in the family through misery. Salvation is a gift, sonship is secured by grace, and 
eternal life rests in the Son. 

Yet Scripture also teaches that rewards, crowns, reigning privilege, and manifested glory 
are connected with faithful service, obedience, sacrifice, endurance, and suffering with 
Christ. Salvation and reward must be distinguished as carefully as birth and growth. The 
believer’s place in the family is unconditional once he is in Christ; his reward as a servant is 
evaluated at the Judgment Seat. Sonship cannot be lost, but crowns can. Eternal life is a 
present possession, but reward is a future recompense. Grace guarantees the homeland; 
faithfulness determines what the returning servant carries into it. Every believer will reach 
heaven because of Christ’s work, but not every believer will arrive at the Judgment Seat 
with a life that survives the fire. A man may enter the kingdom saved “yet so as by fire,” 
smelling like smoke and carrying nothing but the eternal life he received for free. 

1. “If Children, Then Heirs”: Inheritance Begins With Relationship 

Romans 8 does not say, “If sufferers, then children.” It says, “if children, then heirs.” The 
order matters. The believer does not suffer his way into God’s family, pray his way into it, 
work his way into it, or endure long enough to earn adoption. He becomes a child through 
faith in Jesus Christ. Galatians 3:26 declares, “For ye are all the children of God by faith in 
Christ Jesus.” John 1:12 says those who receive Christ and believe on His name are given 
power “to become the sons of God.” Relationship comes first, and inheritance follows 
relationship. An heir does not inherit because he has hired himself as a servant in the 
estate’s kitchen. He inherits because he belongs to the family and stands in the appointed 
line. 

The believer is specifically called an “heir of God.” God Himself is the Source, Guarantor, 
and substance of the inheritance. Earthly heirs wait for someone to die before receiving 
property, but the Christian’s Father cannot die. His inheritance does not depend upon the 
liquidation of a weakening estate. It proceeds from the riches of the eternal God, “who 
giveth us richly all things to enjoy.” First Peter 1:4 describes “an inheritance incorruptible, 
and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you.” Earthly estates can be 



taxed, divided, stolen, contested, squandered, burned, flooded, or inherited by a fool. The 
believer’s inheritance is beyond the reach of moths, rust, thieves, courts, collapsing 
markets, and ambitious relatives with freshly sharpened attorneys. 

Because inheritance begins with relationship, the believer’s basic standing is secure. 
Ephesians 1 says he is sealed with the Holy Spirit, “which is the earnest of our inheritance 
until the redemption of the purchased possession.” The Spirit is God’s present pledge that 
the future possession will arrive. The Christian may be poor in this world, unknown among 
men, physically weak, and socially disregarded, yet heaven identifies him as an heir. The 
world measures wealth by what a man possesses before death; God measures it by what 
death cannot take from him. A billionaire without Christ is spending the last few minutes of 
his fortune, while the poorest believer is waiting for the first morning of his estate. 

2. Joint-Heirship Is Bound to the Appointed Heir 

The believer is not an heir independently of Christ. He is a “joint-heir with Christ.” Hebrews 
1:2 says God appointed His Son “heir of all things.” Psalm 2 promises the Son the heathen 
for His inheritance and the uttermost parts of the earth for His possession. Colossians 1 
declares that all things were created by Him and for Him. The kingdoms, nations, heavens, 
earth, authorities, and ages belong ultimately to Jesus Christ. Adam lost dominion through 
disobedience; Satan temporarily operates as the god of this world; human rulers fight over 
fragments of a borrowed estate; but the title deed belongs to the Son. He made it, 
purchased it, and will take it. 

Joint-heirship means that those joined to Christ share in what belongs to Him according to 
God’s purpose. The believer’s claim rests entirely upon union with the appointed Heir. He 
does not own one independent acre somewhere behind heaven. Everything comes through 
Christ. Romans 8:32 says God, having delivered up His Son for us all, will “with him also 
freely give us all things.” Notice “with him.” Colossians 3:4 says, “When Christ, who is our 
life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.” Again, “with him.” Second 
Timothy 2 speaks of suffering with Him and reigning with Him. Christianity is not the 
believer acquiring blessings and then inviting Christ to attend the celebration. Christ is the 
inheritance’s center, measure, glory, and lawful Owner. 

That truth demolishes the carnal version of joint-heirship offered by prosperity religion. 
Christ’s present relationship to this world is not one of universal admiration, political 
control, or earthly ease. He is the rejected King seated at the Father’s right hand until His 
enemies are made His footstool. The world still despises His authority, attacks His word, 
mocks His cross, corrupts His gospel, and rejects His claims. A joint-heir with the rejected 
Christ should not expect the present evil world to issue him a parade permit. The 



inheritance is certain, but the coronation has not yet occurred. The King’s ambassadors 
presently serve in hostile territory. A man who expects the enemy’s government to fund his 
palace before the rightful King returns has misunderstood both the war and the timetable. 

3. “If So Be That We Suffer With Him” 

Romans 8 joins joint-heirship to the words “if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be 
also glorified together.” The phrase does not teach that physical pain saves the soul. It 
concerns identification with Christ in a world that rejected Him. Philippians 3:10 speaks of 
knowing “the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death.” First 
Peter 4:13 says, “rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings.” Paul was not 
seeking atonement through pain. He was accepting the consequences of faithful 
identification with Christ. When a believer stands for the same truth Christ preached, 
opposes the same sin Christ condemned, honors the same Scriptures Christ fulfilled, and 
serves the same Father Christ obeyed, the world recognizes the family resemblance and 
often responds accordingly. 

Jesus warned His disciples in John 15:18–20, “If the world hate you, ye know that it hated 
me before it hated you.” He added, “The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have 
persecuted me, they will also persecute you.” That is not a promise often printed on church 
coffee cups, but it remains in the Bible. The world crucified the sinless Son of God between 
two thieves, then spent the next two thousand years explaining that His followers should 
never sound offensive. Christ was called a blasphemer, deceiver, glutton, winebibber, 
Samaritan, devil-possessed troublemaker, and threat to political order. A Christian who 
expects universal applause for speaking Christ’s truth is waiting for a congratulatory card 
from the Sanhedrin. 

Suffering with Christ arises because allegiance to Him creates conflict with the world, the 
flesh, and the devil. The believer refuses to bow where Christ is denied, refuses to call evil 
good, refuses to trade Scripture for social approval, and refuses to hide the gospel so 
unbelief can remain comfortable. That faithfulness may cost friendships, employment, 
reputation, opportunity, possessions, liberty, and, in some places, life itself. The suffering 
varies, but the principle does not. The world tolerates a decorative Jesus who blesses its 
program; it hates the Lord Jesus Christ who claims authority over it. A cross worn around 
the neck is fashionable until the truth of the cross comes out of the mouth. 

4. Not Every Pain Is Suffering With Christ 

Scripture does not classify every unpleasant experience as suffering with Christ. Some 
suffering belongs to life in a fallen world. Bodies become sick, accidents occur, storms 
destroy property, loved ones die, economies fail, and righteous people share many of the 



ordinary sorrows common to humanity. Romans 8 says the whole creation groans beneath 
corruption, and believers groan within themselves while waiting for the redemption of the 
body. Such suffering can produce endurance, humility, dependence, and testimony when 
received faithfully, but it does not automatically prove persecution. A flat tire is not an 
attack from the Sanhedrin, and a delayed meal is not forty days in the wilderness, though 
modern flesh can preach either one into a small apocalypse. 

Other suffering is self-inflicted. First Peter 4:15 warns, “But let none of you suffer as a 
murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in other men’s matters.” A 
Christian does not glorify God by behaving foolishly, provoking unnecessary conflict, 
breaking lawful obligations, insulting people from the flesh, and then calling the 
consequences persecution. Some believers are not suffering for righteousness; they are 
suffering because they are obnoxious, careless, dishonest, lazy, or unable to keep their 
noses out of another man’s business. The devil receives too much credit for bills produced 
by human stupidity. A man cannot sow cactus, sit down in the field, and blame Satan for 
the seating arrangement. 

There is also chastening from the Father. Hebrews 12 says, “whom the Lord loveth he 
chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.” Chastening is not condemnation 
and does not threaten sonship, but it may involve painful correction for disobedience. 
David’s suffering after his sin with Bathsheba was not persecution for righteousness. 
Jonah’s storm did not prove he had taken a courageous stand against Nineveh. Some 
storms arise because the servant is sailing in the opposite direction. Mature discernment 
asks whether suffering is common affliction, natural consequence, parental chastening, 
spiritual warfare, or genuine fellowship with Christ’s sufferings. Putting the same religious 
label on every pain may sound spiritual, but it prevents the lesson God intends from being 
learned. 

5. Salvation Is a Gift; Reward Is a Recompense 

Romans 6:23 says, “the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” A gift is 
received, not earned. Ephesians 2:8–9 says salvation is “by grace…through faith,” “not of 
works, lest any man should boast.” The sinner contributes no righteousness to justification, 
no suffering to atonement, and no endurance to Christ’s finished payment. Jesus Christ 
died for our sins, was buried, rose again, and offers eternal life freely to the believer. Add 
one human work as a requirement for salvation, and grace ceases to be grace. The cross 
does not offer a down payment upon which the sinner must make monthly installments of 
good behavior. 



Rewards operate according to a different principle. First Corinthians 3:8 says, “every man 
shall receive his own reward according to his own labour.” Colossians 3:24 speaks of 
receiving “the reward of the inheritance,” and Second John 8 warns believers to watch 
themselves “that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full 
reward.” Eternal life cannot be earned, but reward can be lost. Salvation rests upon Christ’s 
labour; reward evaluates the believer’s labour. Confusing the two either turns salvation into 
wages or rewards into meaningless decorations handed equally to faithful and faithless 
servants. God is too gracious to sell eternal life and too righteous to pretend all service was 
equal. 

This distinction gives proper force to every warning addressed to Christians. Paul could be 
certain of salvation and still fear becoming “a castaway” from approved service. He could 
know whom he had believed and still discipline his body. Churches could possess eternal 
life and still lose crowns, lamps, opportunities, and commendation. The believer does not 
serve to keep out of hell; he serves because he belongs to Christ and will give account of 
that service. A paid debt is not a canceled appointment with the Master. Grace removes the 
criminal’s condemnation, then places the son under stewardship. Salvation closes the 
courtroom case; the Judgment Seat opens the servant’s record. 

6. The Judgment Seat Will Test What the Heirs Built 

Second Corinthians 5:10 declares, “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ.” Paul includes himself and believers: “we must all appear.” This is not the Great 
White Throne, where the unsaved dead are judged before being cast into the lake of fire. 
The believer’s sins have been judged at Calvary, and there is “no condemnation to them 
which are in Christ Jesus.” The Judgment Seat examines Christian service, motive, 
stewardship, faithfulness, and works for reward or loss. The issue is not whether the 
believer belongs to the family. The issue is what the family member did with the life, time, 
truth, gifts, opportunities, body, and resources entrusted to him. 

First Corinthians 3 describes the building materials: “gold, silver, precious stones, wood, 
hay, stubble.” Every work will be made manifest because “the fire shall try every man’s work 
of what sort it is.” Men currently judge work by size, visibility, applause, income, crowd 
response, institutional prestige, and polished advertising. Christ judges “what sort it is.” A 
small act of faithful service may survive while a celebrated religious empire goes up like dry 
straw. The Judgment Seat will have no public-relations department, no donor tier, no 
denominational politics, and no carefully edited biography. Fire does not read the ministry 
brochure. It simply reveals what the material was. 



“If any man’s work abide…he shall receive a reward.” But “if any man’s work shall be 
burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.” There stands 
the distinction in language sturdy enough to withstand every theological hammer. The man 
suffers loss, but he himself is saved. Loss of reward is not loss of eternal life. The fire tests 
his work, not Christ’s blood. Yet being saved “so as by fire” is no noble ambition. The carnal 
believer may reach heaven, but he may arrive with an empty hand, a burned field, and a life 
whose wasted opportunities can never be relived. Grace gets him home; unfaithfulness 
leaves his luggage in ashes. 

7. Crowns, Reigning, and the Glory to Be Revealed 

The New Testament names crowns connected with faithful Christian life: the incorruptible 
crown for disciplined service, the crown of rejoicing connected with souls, the crown of 
righteousness for loving Christ’s appearing, the crown of life for enduring temptation and 
trial, and the crown of glory connected with faithful shepherding. These crowns do not 
compete with Christ’s righteousness or furnish entrance into heaven. They are rewards 
bestowed by the Lord upon servants whose lives pleased Him. Revelation pictures crowns 
cast before the throne because even reward becomes another occasion to glorify the One 
who enabled the service. No redeemed man will strut around heaven admiring his own 
jewellery. Every surviving crown will testify that Christ was worthy of the life laid at His feet. 

Second Timothy 2:12 says, “If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he 
also will deny us.” The next verse protects eternal security: “If we believe not, yet he abideth 
faithful: he cannot deny himself.” Christ cannot deny members of His own body, but He can 
deny an unfaithful servant the reigning privilege that faithfulness would have received. 
Reigning is not identical with being saved. The kingdom will contain sons because of grace, 
but positions of responsibility are associated with proven service. In Luke 19, faithful 
servants receive authority over cities according to their stewardship. The returning King 
does not reward unused pounds with thrones. 

Romans 8:18 supplies the perspective required for endurance: “For I reckon that the 
sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be 
revealed in us.” Paul had been beaten, stoned, imprisoned, slandered, hunted, 
shipwrecked, hungry, cold, weary, and burdened for the churches, yet he called those 
things unworthy of comparison. He did not say suffering was pleasant, imaginary, or 
painless. He placed it on one side of the scale and future glory on the other, and glory threw 
suffering through the ceiling. Present pain is heavy when weighed alone; it becomes light 
when weighed against eternity. Faith does not deny the wound. It remembers the crown. 

Conclusion 



Joint-heirship with Christ is not a prosperity slogan offering baptized greed to religious 
consumers. It is union with the appointed Heir whose path ran through rejection, suffering, 
the cross, resurrection, and coming glory. The believer shares Christ’s life, standing, Spirit, 
and secured inheritance, but he also serves beneath the shadow of a cross in a world still 
hostile to its rightful King. The same world that crowned Christ with thorns is under no 
obligation to applaud those bearing His name. If Christian faith never costs anything, 
confronts anything, or separates the believer from anything, it may be little more than 
worldly respectability wearing a Bible pin. 

Suffering does not purchase salvation, increase the value of Christ’s blood, or make the 
believer more adopted. Eternal life is the free gift of God, and sonship rests wholly upon 
union with Jesus Christ. Nevertheless, faithful suffering, labour, obedience, sacrifice, and 
endurance matter eternally. They bear upon reward, crowns, reigning privilege, and 
manifested glory. Every Christian will stand at the Judgment Seat, where fire will distinguish 
gold from stubble without consulting earthly applause. The safest investment is what the 
world cannot understand and the fire cannot consume. 

The believer should therefore hold both truths without dropping either. He is eternally 
secure as a son and solemnly accountable as a servant. He is an heir by relationship and 
rewarded according to labour. Grace guarantees the homeland, but faithfulness 
determines what he carries into it. A Christian may lose comfort, reputation, opportunity, 
possessions, liberty, or life for Christ, but he cannot lose anything Christ will not repay 
beyond comparison. The cross casts a shadow now, but the throne stands beyond it. Those 
who suffer with the rejected King will not regret their loyalty when the crowned Heir returns 
to claim the estate. 

 

 

9 of 10 – Adoption and Inheritance: The Will Has Been Read, but the Estate Has Not Yet 
Arrived 

Key Passage: First Peter 1:3–5 — “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively 
hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, To an inheritance 
incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, 
Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in 
the last time.” 

Introduction 



The believer is already an heir, but he has not yet entered the visible fullness of his 
inheritance. Romans 8 says, “if children, then heirs,” not that children may apply to 
become heirs if they survive a religious probation. Eternal life is possessed now, 
justification is settled now, adoption is received now, access to the Father is open now, the 
Holy Ghost indwells now, and acceptance in the Beloved is a present standing. Yet the 
Christian still lives in a mortal body, walks through a creation groaning beneath corruption, 
battles the flesh, buries loved ones, feels pain, experiences weakness, and waits for Christ 
to return. The deed is valid, the relationship is established, and the inheritance is 
guaranteed, but much of the estate remains beyond present sight. The will has been read, 
yet the moving trucks of glory have not arrived. 

That tension between present possession and future realization runs throughout the New 
Testament. The believer has been saved, is being practically sanctified, and still waits for 
the salvation “ready to be revealed in the last time.” He has been adopted, yet Romans 8:23 
says he is “waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.” He has eternal life, 
yet he still inhabits a body under the sentence of physical death. He is seated “in heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus,” yet his feet presently walk through a world where the devil operates 
as “the god of this world.” These statements do not contradict one another. They describe 
different aspects and stages of the same divine purpose. The inheritance belongs to the 
believer by relationship now; its complete manifestation awaits the return of Jesus Christ. 

The world judges wealth by what can be counted, insured, taxed, stolen, buried, displayed, 
or fought over in court. God measures wealth by what survives death. The world calls a 
man rich when he owns things that begin leaving him the moment he acquires them. 
Property decays, money changes value, governments seize, thieves steal, markets fall, and 
heirs squander what took a lifetime to collect. First Peter describes the Christian’s 
inheritance as “incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven.” 
The believer may presently look like a poor tenant in a collapsing neighborhood, but heaven 
identifies him as an heir whose estate will outlast every kingdom presently printing its 
name on paper. Earth’s wealth ends at the grave; the believer’s true wealth begins where 
the undertaker stops. 

1. The Heir Already Possesses What Cannot Be Seen 

John 5:24 says the believer “hath everlasting life.” It does not say he may receive everlasting 
life after death if his final performance receives a passing grade. “Hath” is present 
possession. First John 5:11 says, “God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his 
Son.” Eternal life is not merely endless existence, for the lost will exist forever under 
judgment. It is the life of Christ imparted to and possessed by the believer. Because that life 
is “in his Son,” its security depends upon the life of Christ. Jesus said, “because I live, ye 



shall live also.” The believer’s eternal life is no more temporary than the risen Son in whom 
it resides. 

The Christian also possesses a present legal standing before God. Romans 5:1 says, 
“Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
Justification is not postponed until the Judgment Seat, nor does it grow stronger whenever 
the believer behaves well. God has declared the believing sinner righteous upon the ground 
of Christ’s blood and imputed righteousness. Colossians 1:14 says, “In whom we have 
redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins.” Redemption and forgiveness 
are present realities. The believer does not wait until heaven to learn whether Calvary 
worked. The empty tomb has already supplied God’s answer. 

Adoption is likewise present. Galatians 4:6 says, “because ye are sons, God hath sent forth 
the Spirit of his Son into your hearts.” Romans 8 says believers have “received the Spirit of 
adoption.” They do not merely possess a future possibility of sonship. They are children 
now and therefore heirs now. Yet the nature of an inheritance means the heir may hold a 
lawful claim before entering full enjoyment. A young heir can possess the title to an estate 
while waiting for the appointed time of administration. The Christian’s waiting does not 
weaken the deed. Delay in manifestation is not uncertainty of ownership. 

2. The Holy Ghost Is the Earnest, Not a Temporary Guest 

Ephesians 1:13–14 says that after believers heard the gospel and believed, they were 
“sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the 
redemption of the purchased possession.” The earnest is the present pledge guaranteeing 
that the remainder will follow. God did not merely mail the Christian a certificate promising 
future delivery. He placed the Holy Ghost within him as heaven’s living guarantee. The 
presence of the Spirit is the first portion of coming glory, the seal upon purchased property, 
and the pledge that God will complete what He began. 

The Spirit remains “until the redemption of the purchased possession.” That phrase 
establishes both ownership and destination. The believer is purchased by Christ’s blood, 
sealed by God’s Spirit, and moving toward bodily redemption. Ephesians 4:30 says, “grieve 
not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.” The Christian 
may grieve the Spirit through sin, bitterness, corrupt speech, anger, malice, and 
disobedience, but the verse does not say the Spirit leaves whenever He is grieved. It 
appeals to the permanence of the sealing as the reason for holy conduct. A family member 
can grieve the household without becoming a stranger every time he behaves badly. 

The Holy Ghost’s presence also enables the believer to taste now what will be enjoyed fully 
later. Romans 14:17 says the kingdom of God is “righteousness, and peace, and joy in the 



Holy Ghost.” Galatians 5 describes the Spirit’s fruit. Ephesians speaks of being 
strengthened in the inner man. Yet present spiritual blessing does not equal complete 
inheritance. The believer may know peace while his body hurts, possess joy while 
circumstances grieve him, and stand righteous before God while living among unrighteous 
men. The earnest is genuine, but it is not the whole estate. A down payment has the same 
currency as the balance, yet it is not the entire purchase price delivered into the hand. 

3. An Inheritance Incorruptible, Undefiled, and Unfading 

First Peter piles three words together to distinguish the heavenly inheritance from 
everything Adam’s world calls valuable. It is “incorruptible.” Earthly possessions 
deteriorate because corruption entered creation through sin. Metals rust, wood rots, cloth 
wears, buildings crack, bodies age, and records fade. A man spends half his life 
accumulating property and the other half paying to keep it from falling apart. The new roof 
begins aging before the contractor leaves the driveway. The new car loses value before the 
smell disappears. Earth sells corruption with a warranty and calls the purchaser 
successful. 

The inheritance is also “undefiled.” Earthly wealth is regularly mixed with sin, pride, greed, 
oppression, envy, theft, corruption, and bloodshed. Kingdoms build treasures through 
conquest, corporations through exploitation, politicians through influence, criminals 
through theft, and religious empires through fear. Even honestly acquired wealth can 
become an idol that defiles the heart. But the believer’s inheritance contains no corruption 
in its source, method, possession, or enjoyment. Nothing unclean enters the heavenly city, 
and no heir will obtain an advantage by cheating another. There will be no probate dispute 
in glory, no jealous sibling examining the will, and no lawyer billing eternity by the hour. 

Finally, the inheritance “fadeth not away.” Earthly glory fades even when the object 
survives. Fashions change, honors lose importance, reputations diminish, trophies gather 
dust, and possessions that once created envy become objects nobody wants at a yard 
sale. Men spend fortunes acquiring yesterday’s symbols of importance, then discover the 
world changed its mind while they were polishing them. Heavenly glory does not lose 
brilliance because it reflects the unchanging worth of Jesus Christ. The saints will never 
awaken in eternity and discover their inheritance has become outdated. Heaven does not 
experience depreciation because its treasure is tied to the One who is “the same yesterday, 
and to day, and for ever.” 

4. Reserved in Heaven and Kept by God’s Power 

First Peter says the inheritance is “reserved in heaven for you.” A reservation means the 
possession is held for an identified recipient. It is not floating in uncertainty, waiting to see 



whether somebody more deserving claims it first. God knows those who are His, and He 
has prepared what belongs to them. Jesus told His disciples, “I go to prepare a place for 
you.” The place is not maintained by the believer’s earthly influence, credit rating, 
denominational standing, or ability to impress religious men. It is reserved by God beyond 
the reach of every force that might attack it here. 

The next verse says believers “are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation 
ready to be revealed in the last time.” Not only is the inheritance kept for the believer; the 
believer is kept for the inheritance. If heaven were secure but salvation depended finally 
upon human power, the estate could remain full while the heirs disappeared along the 
road. Peter closes both sides of the gap. The inheritance is reserved, and the heirs are kept. 
The keeping power belongs to God. The sheep reaches home because the Shepherd holds 
it, not because sheep possess remarkable navigational skill. 

This keeping does not eliminate trials. Peter immediately speaks of believers being “in 
heaviness through manifold temptations” and of faith being tried with fire. Reservation in 
heaven does not guarantee an easy hotel stay on earth. The inheritance is secure precisely 
because it is stored outside the reach of present trouble. Fire may test faith, but it cannot 
burn the reservation. Persecution may take property, but it cannot cross heaven’s 
boundary. Death may separate the believer from earthly possessions, but it brings him 
nearer to the estate. The world’s worst weapon can only send the heir toward what the 
world cannot touch. 

5. The Purchased Body Still Waits for Redemption 

Romans 8:23 says believers “groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the 
redemption of our body.” The same people who have already received the Spirit of adoption 
still wait for adoption’s bodily completion. Their legal standing is settled, their spiritual 
relationship is real, and their inheritance is guaranteed, but their bodies remain connected 
with Adam’s fallen creation. They become tired, sick, weak, injured, tempted, aged, and 
eventually dead unless Christ returns first. Salvation has reached the believer’s spirit and 
secured the whole person, but the body awaits transformation. 

Philippians 3:20–21 directs the hope heavenward: “we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ: Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body.” 
The Bible does not promise merely to improve the present body, repair its worst defects, or 
return it to youthful Adamic condition. Christ will change it and fashion it like His glorious 
body. First Corinthians 15 says corruption will put on incorruption and mortality will put on 
immortality. The Christian is not waiting to become a disembodied mist drifting around the 
clouds with a harp. He is waiting for bodily resurrection and transformation. 



This future redemption explains why healing cannot be claimed as an unconditional part of 
present bodily experience. Christ’s atonement secures the final redemption of the whole 
person, but the complete bodily application awaits resurrection or the Rapture. Paul left 
Trophimus at Miletum sick, advised Timothy concerning his infirmities, and carried a thorn 
God did not remove. Faithful believers still die because the last enemy has not yet been 
abolished in experience. The prosperity preacher may shout at the hospital chart, but 
eventually his own body will answer Romans 8. Present healing is possible according to 
God’s will; permanent bodily redemption is certain at Christ’s return. 

6. Faith Measures Present Trouble Against Future Glory 

Second Corinthians 4:17 says, “For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh 
for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.” Paul’s “light affliction” included 
beatings, imprisonment, hunger, persecution, shipwreck, stoning, weariness, and constant 
danger. He did not call suffering light because it felt painless. He called it light because he 
weighed it against eternal glory. A burden changes its apparent weight when placed beside 
something infinitely greater. Present suffering can fill the entire field of vision, but faith 
widens the view until eternity enters the picture. 

Verse 18 explains the calculation: “While we look not at the things which are seen, but at 
the things which are not seen.” Faith does not pretend visible trouble is unreal. Paul knew 
exactly how many stripes cut his back and how cold the prison floor felt. Biblical faith is not 
religious make-believe, positive confession, or refusal to acknowledge facts. It takes visible 
facts seriously and then measures them against invisible promises guaranteed by God. 
Unbelief says only what is presently seen can be trusted. Faith says the unseen word of 
God is more permanent than everything presently visible. 

Hebrews 11 shows heirs living according to promises not yet received in full. Abraham 
obeyed and went out, “not knowing whither he went.” He dwelt in the land of promise “as in 
a strange country,” living in tents while looking for a city whose builder and maker is God. 
He possessed the promise but not the complete manifestation. Faith made him a pilgrim 
because it gave him a better country than the one beneath his feet. A pilgrim can endure a 
poor roadside inn because he never mistakes it for home. The Christian’s misery grows 
whenever he tries to turn the roadside inn into the inheritance. 

7. The Resurrection Guarantees the Estate Will Arrive 

First Peter connects the inheritance with “a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead.” The believer’s hope is alive because his Saviour is alive. Christianity does 
not rest upon the inspiring memory of a dead teacher whose followers decided to preserve 
His ideals. Jesus Christ rose bodily, visibly, and victoriously. The tomb was empty, death 



was defeated, and the appointed Heir returned from the grave. If Christ remains dead, Paul 
says faith is vain and believers remain in their sins. But Christ is risen, and His resurrection 
guarantees the resurrection and inheritance of those joined to Him. 

Hebrews 9 uses the language of a testament: “For where a testament is, there must also of 
necessity be the death of the testator.” Christ’s death established the new testament in His 
blood. Yet unlike every earthly testator, He rose from the dead to administer the results of 
His own death. Men die, leave property behind, and never see what foolish heirs do with it. 
Jesus Christ died to secure the inheritance, rose to guarantee it, ascended to prepare the 
place, and will return to receive His heirs unto Himself. The will is valid because He died, 
and the estate is certain because He lives. 

At the Rapture, the heirs will enter the next great stage of realization. The dead in Christ will 
rise first, living believers will be caught up, and all will be changed. The purchased body will 
be redeemed, the family will be gathered, and faith will give way to sight. Then will come 
the Judgment Seat for the evaluation of service and reward, followed by participation in 
Christ’s coming glory according to His purpose. The present age treats the believer like an 
obscure tenant in a condemned district, but the trumpet will reveal his actual citizenship. 
One shout from heaven will make every earthly title look like a label on a cardboard box. 

Conclusion 

The Christian presently possesses everything necessary to guarantee his future, yet he has 
not received everything God intends to manifest. He has eternal life, justification, 
forgiveness, adoption, access, acceptance, sealing, and the indwelling Spirit. These are not 
possibilities awaiting confirmation. They are present possessions in Christ. Nevertheless, 
his body remains mortal, creation remains under corruption, Christ remains rejected by the 
world, and the full inheritance remains reserved in heaven. The distance between promise 
and manifestation is not evidence that the promise has weakened. It is the field upon 
which faith walks. 

The world’s wealth is impressive only when measured against time rather than eternity. It 
can be counted, displayed, taxed, stolen, insured, and buried because it belongs to a dying 
order. The Christian’s greatest assets cannot be seen on a balance sheet. His life is hid with 
Christ, his citizenship is in heaven, his inheritance is reserved, and his body is marked for 
redemption. He may leave this world with empty pockets and still die wealthier than the 
king whose vaults cannot follow him through the grave. Earthly riches belong to a man until 
death; heavenly riches belong to the believer especially after death. 

The will has been sealed by blood, witnessed by the Spirit, and guaranteed by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. The inheritance is incorruptible, undefiled, unfading, reserved, 



and guarded by the power of God. Present trouble cannot cancel it, bodily weakness 
cannot diminish it, and the grave cannot prevent its delivery. The heir may presently live in a 
tent while the estate waits beyond sight, but heaven’s records are not confused about his 
ownership. The trumpet will sound, the body will change, the reservation will become 
realization, and the poor tenant of a collapsing world will step into possessions that outlast 
the stars. 

 

 

10 of 10 – Adoption and Inheritance: When the Hidden Sons Step Into Glory 

Key Passage: Romans 8:18–23 — “For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time 
are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. For the 
earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God… 
And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we 
ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of 
our body.” 

Introduction 

Romans 8 says believers have already “received the Spirit of adoption,” then only a few 
verses later says they are “waiting for the adoption.” The Bible is not contradicting itself, 
and the Holy Ghost did not lose track of His argument somewhere between verses 15 and 
23. Adoption is already possessed in legal and spiritual standing, but it awaits complete 
outward manifestation in the redemption of the body. The believer is a son now, yet he does 
not presently look like everything sonship will finally make visible. His soul is saved, his 
spirit has been quickened, his standing is in Christ, his name is written in heaven, and the 
Holy Ghost seals him unto the day of redemption. Nevertheless, he still carries a mortal 
body inherited through Adam—a body that tires, aches, weakens, hungers, grows old, 
experiences temptation, catches disease, and eventually returns to dust unless Jesus 
Christ comes first. The adoption papers are settled; the family clothing has not yet been 
delivered. 

That distinction explains the groaning of Romans 8. The believer does not groan because 
sonship is uncertain. He groans because sonship is certain while his present physical 
condition contradicts its coming glory. He has eternal life within a dying body, heavenly 
citizenship while living in a cursed creation, and the Spirit of glory while surrounded by 
weakness. He is like a king’s son traveling through enemy territory in prison clothing, 
possessing the royal name while waiting for the escort that will take him home. The world 
judges him by the rags, the devil accuses him by the stains, and the flesh reminds him daily 



that Adam still has an unpaid funeral appointment. But God judges the believer according 
to Christ and has predestinated him “to be conformed to the image of his Son.” The rags 
have an expiration date. 

The doctrine of adoption therefore reaches its appointed destination at the redemption of 
the body, the Rapture of the Church, the Judgment Seat of Christ, the public manifestation 
of the glorified sons, and entrance into the fullness of inheritance with the rightful Heir. 
Salvation is complete as a finished provision and secure standing, but its application to the 
whole purchased person awaits the body’s transformation. God does not intend to save the 
soul and surrender the body permanently to decay. First Corinthians 6:20 says, “ye are 
bought with a price.” Christ purchased the whole man. The grave may hold the body 
temporarily, but it does not own it. The Father did not adopt His sons to leave them forever 
dressed in Adam’s burial clothes. Sons now will be manifested as heirs forever. 

1. Sons Already: The Present Reality of Adoption 

Romans 8:15 declares, “ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, 
Father.” The believer’s sonship is not postponed until the Rapture. He does not spend his 
earthly life as a spiritual orphan carrying an unsigned application and hoping heaven 
approves it after death. Galatians 4:6 says, “because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the 
Spirit of his Son into your hearts.” The Spirit is sent because the relationship has already 
been established through faith in Jesus Christ. The Christian is born of God, placed in 
Christ, accepted in the Beloved, and made a child and heir now. Death does not turn him 
into a son; death merely removes him from the earthly scene while he waits for 
resurrection. 

Present adoption includes present access. Ephesians 2:18 says, “For through him we both 
have access by one Spirit unto the Father.” The believer can approach the throne of grace 
now, pray “Abba, Father” now, receive chastening as a son now, walk in fellowship now, and 
serve the Father’s purpose now. Sonship is not merely a future title stored in heaven. It 
governs present conduct. “A son honoureth his father,” says Malachi 1:6. If the believer 
bears the Father’s name and possesses the Spirit of the Son, his earthly walk should 
increasingly reflect the household into which grace has brought him. 

Present sonship is also secure because it rests upon Christ rather than physical 
appearance. First John 3:1 says, “Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed 
upon us, that we should be called the sons of God.” It continues, “therefore the world 
knoweth us not, because it knew him not.” The world failed to recognize the eternal Son 
when He stood before it in flesh, so its failure to recognize God’s adopted sons should 
surprise nobody. Heaven’s verdict is not waiting for earth’s applause. The world may call 



believers fools, fanatics, haters, relics, or obstacles to progress. The Father calls them 
sons, and His vocabulary will still be in use after the world’s dictionary has burned. 

2. Hidden Glory Beneath a Mortal Body 

First John 3:2 states, “Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what 
we shall be.” There is the whole tension in one verse: “now are we,” yet “it doth not yet 
appear.” Sonship is present; manifestation is future. The believer’s current body does not 
advertise his heavenly destiny. It still bears Adam’s weakness, physical limitations, scars, 
disease, age, and mortality. The greatest saint may require eyeglasses, medicine, sleep, 
help climbing stairs, or someone to carry his body to a grave. Spiritual standing does not 
exempt flesh from corruption. The preacher may shout about victory on Sunday and need a 
heating pad on Monday. Adam collects his rent from every mortal tenant. 

Paul calls the present body “our vile body” in Philippians 3:21. “Vile” does not mean the 
physical body is inherently evil, for God created the body and commands believers to 
glorify Him in it. It describes its low, humiliated, corruptible condition. The body is presently 
subject to appetites, weakness, dishonor, decay, and death. First Corinthians 15 says it is 
sown in corruption, dishonour, and weakness. The funeral home attempts to conceal those 
facts beneath cosmetics, flowers, soft lighting, polished wood, and expensive cloth, but 
corruption remains the final testimony of Adam’s flesh. Death can be decorated; it cannot 
be made glorious. 

Yet the believer’s hidden life is not measured by the dying shell. Colossians 3:3 says, “For 
ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.” The believer’s real standing is 
concealed from earthly sight because it is secured above. He may look defeated while 
possessing eternal victory, appear poor while holding an incorruptible inheritance, and lie 
physically dead while being alive with Christ. The world reads the outside of the envelope 
and assumes it knows the contents. God knows the life hidden within because He put it 
there. The body is mortal wrapping around an immortal promise. 

3. Creation Groans for the Manifestation of the Sons 

Romans 8 expands the believer’s groaning to the entire creation: “For we know that the 
whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now.” Creation presently bears 
the curse introduced through Adam’s sin. Genesis 3 connected thorns, sorrow, sweat, and 
death with man’s rebellion. Violence, predation, disease, decay, earthquakes, storms, 
famine, and death do not represent creation functioning in its final intended glory. The 
natural world may display God’s power and wisdom, but it also carries scars from the fall. 
The rose blooms beside the thorn, the lamb grazes beneath the shadow of the wolf, and 
every spring eventually walks into winter. 



The creature was made “subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath 
subjected the same in hope.” Creation did not rebel independently and place itself beneath 
corruption. It was subjected in connection with man’s fall, and it waits in connection with 
man’s redemption. Adam’s dominion carried consequences beyond his individual body. 
When the head of the earthly order fell, the territory beneath him suffered. That is why 
creation’s restoration is joined to “the manifestation of the sons of God.” God will not 
permanently leave the King’s inheritance under the curse while glorifying the heirs in 
isolation from it. 

Creation’s present condition resembles travail rather than final death. Travail is pain 
moving toward birth. The groaning world is not merely collapsing into meaninglessness; it is 
waiting for divine intervention. The modern environmental religion correctly notices 
creation’s disorder and then assigns Adam’s descendants the job of saving the planet they 
cannot even save themselves from dying upon. Fallen man becomes his own messiah, 
government becomes the priesthood, taxation becomes the offering, and statistics 
become inspired scripture. The Bible gives creation a different hope: not human 
management perfecting the curse, but Jesus Christ returning with manifested sons and 
bringing the creation beneath His righteous government. 

4. The Rapture: When Mortality Meets Its Deadline 

First Thessalonians 4:16–17 describes the gathering of the Church: “For the Lord himself 
shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the 
trump of God.” The dead in Christ rise first, then living believers are “caught up together 
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air.” The Lord does not send an angelic 
committee to collect His purchased body. “The Lord himself” descends. The same Jesus 
who died, rose, and ascended returns personally for those joined to Him. The graves 
holding Christians are not forgotten storage units; they are temporary locations known to 
the Owner. 

First Corinthians 15 calls the event a mystery: “We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed.” Not every Christian will experience physical death, but every Christian must 
experience bodily transformation. Flesh and blood, in its present mortal condition, “cannot 
inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption.” At the last trump, 
the dead will be raised incorruptible and the living changed “in a moment, in the twinkling 
of an eye.” The transformation will not require centuries of religious evolution, progressive 
sanctification of cellular tissue, or an appointment with heaven’s medical department. One 
divine command will accomplish what every hospital, laboratory, diet, exercise plan, and 
funeral industry has failed to achieve. 



The Rapture must be distinguished from the Second Advent. At the Rapture, Christ meets 
His Church in the air and gathers the body of Christ before the Tribulation judgment. At the 
Second Advent, He returns openly to the earth in judgment and kingdom power, 
accompanied by glorified saints. The Rapture concerns the Church’s catching away; the 
Second Advent concerns the King’s appearing to Israel and the nations. Blend the events, 
and the blessed hope becomes a terror-filled wait for Antichrist. Rightly divide them, and 
Paul’s comfort remains what he wrote: “Wherefore comfort one another with these words.” 
The Church is looking for Christ, not scanning the horizon for the Beast’s administrative 
assistant. 

5. Fashioned Like His Glorious Body 

Philippians 3:21 says Christ “shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto 
his glorious body.” The family resemblance presently appears imperfectly in conduct, 
character, and spiritual growth, but at the Rapture it will become visible in glorified flesh. 
First John 3:2 says, “when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he 
is.” The believer will not become equal to Christ in deity, authority, or eternal Sonship. There 
remains one only begotten Son, Lord, Creator, and Head. But adopted sons will bear the 
bodily likeness appropriate to their union with the risen Christ. 

Christ’s resurrection body supplies the pattern. He rose bodily, retained recognizable 
identity, bore the marks of crucifixion, spoke, walked, and ate, yet appeared in a condition 
no longer subject to death. He entered a room despite shut doors and ascended visibly into 
heaven. The resurrection did not convert Him into a ghost or symbolic memory. He told the 
disciples, “a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have.” Christian hope is therefore 
bodily, tangible, and historical. The believer is not waiting to dissolve into cosmic light, 
merge with the universe, become an angel, or float eternally as a transparent cloud with 
musical equipment. 

First Corinthians 15 says the body is sown in corruption and raised in incorruption, sown in 
dishonour and raised in glory, sown in weakness and raised in power, sown a natural body 
and raised a spiritual body. “Spiritual body” does not mean nonphysical contradiction. It 
means a body completely fitted for and governed by the Spirit, no longer dominated by 
corruptible natural life. Mortality will put on immortality. Death will not merely be delayed; 
it will be swallowed up in victory. The undertaker’s final customer will leave the premises 
without paying the balance. 

6. From the Rapture to Public Manifestation 

The Rapture transforms and gathers the sons, but the world’s public recognition awaits 
Christ’s appearing in glory. Colossians 3:4 says, “When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, 



then shall ye also appear with him in glory.” Presently the believer’s life is hidden with 
Christ; then it will appear with Christ. The world that mocked the saints, rejected their 
testimony, censored their Bible, imprisoned their bodies, and laughed at their hope will see 
those same saints returning with the King. God does not intend to explain the family 
privately forever. He will display what grace produced. 

Before that public appearing, the believer’s service is examined at the Judgment Seat of 
Christ. First Corinthians 3 says every man’s work will be tried by fire “of what sort it is.” The 
believer’s salvation remains secure, but reward can be gained or lost. Gold, silver, and 
precious stones survive; wood, hay, and stubble burn. Adoption gets the son home; 
faithfulness determines reward and reigning privilege. The body will be glorified because of 
Christ’s purchase, while crowns will testify to what grace accomplished through obedient 
service. Eternal life is free; crowns are not participation trophies distributed to keep the 
nursery from crying. 

At the Second Advent, Christ returns as the rightful Heir and manifested sons appear with 
Him. Romans 8 says creation waits for that manifestation because the curse will then be 
addressed beneath Messiah’s government. Israel’s national promises will be fulfilled, the 
throne of David occupied, the nations judged, and the earth brought beneath the authority 
of the King. The Church does not replace Israel in that earthly covenant program. Glorified 
members of Christ’s body share His heavenly calling and reigning glory, while restored 
Israel receives the national and kingdom blessings God swore to the fathers. God is wealthy 
enough to keep every promise without robbing one household to furnish another. 

7. Heirs Forever Beneath the Government of the Rightful Son 

The fullness of inheritance does not end with escaping death or receiving a glorified body. 
The heirs are joined to Christ in His everlasting purpose. Ephesians 2:7 says that “in the 
ages to come” God will show “the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us 
through Christ Jesus.” Eternity is not an endless repetition of one church service where 
nobody knows when to announce the final hymn. It contains ages in which God displays 
the riches of grace through redeemed people joined to His Son. The inheritance is not 
exhausted after the first million years because the Giver is infinite and the heirs are 
immortal. 

The coming kingdom places the earth beneath the righteous rule of Jesus Christ. Isaiah’s 
promised government rests upon His shoulder; David’s throne belongs to Him; the nations 
become His inheritance; and every enemy is placed beneath His feet. Human government 
has spent thousands of years changing flags, titles, constitutions, parties, slogans, and 
uniforms while carrying the same fallen heart into every new office. Christ will not require 



opinion polls, coalition agreements, judicial permission, military backing, or campaign 
donations. The nail-scarred hand will hold the sceptre, and righteousness will no longer file 
requests with wickedness. 

Beyond the millennial kingdom stand the final defeat of death, the judgment of the lost, the 
new heaven and new earth, and the eternal order in which righteousness dwells. 
Revelation 21 says, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men,” and that God will wipe 
away all tears, with no more death, sorrow, crying, or pain. The former things pass away 
because the curse does not receive an eternal lease. The sons enter an inheritance 
untouched by corruption, and the family dwells beneath the direct glory of God. Adoption 
begins with a condemned sinner believing the gospel and reaches its visible completion in 
an immortal heir inhabiting a creation where death has been evicted. 

Conclusion 

Biblical adoption reaches far beyond God forgiving a sinner and granting him permission to 
enter heaven after death. The Father gives life, places the believer in Christ, grants the 
standing of a son, sends the Spirit of adoption, seals the purchased possession, names 
him an heir, and appoints him to conformity with Jesus Christ. That sonship is possessed 
now, but its full outward manifestation awaits bodily redemption. The believer walks 
through the present world carrying a hidden glory that mortal flesh cannot yet display. 
Heaven already knows what earth has not yet seen. 

At the Rapture, the concealment ends for the body. The dead in Christ rise, living believers 
are changed, corruption puts on incorruption, mortality puts on immortality, and the entire 
purchased Church meets the Lord in the air. The Judgment Seat evaluates service, crowns 
faithfulness, and burns worthless labour without reopening the question of sonship. Then 
the glorified saints appear with Christ when He returns as King. The hidden sons step into 
public glory beside the rejected Son whom the world crowned with thorns. The family 
resemblance that faith declared will stand visible before the nations. 

The doctrine therefore closes neither in a cemetery nor in a vague cloud. It closes in 
resurrection, transformation, manifestation, inheritance, kingdom, and everlasting glory 
beneath the rightful Heir. God did not adopt sons to leave them permanently in Adam’s 
rags, nor purchase bodies to surrender them eternally to worms. Every grave containing a 
believer is holding stolen-looking property with a divine retrieval order already issued. The 
trumpet will sound, the graves will open, the living will change, and death will discover that 
it buried seeds instead of corpses. Sons now will stand revealed as heirs forever. 

 

 



 


