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Introduction to the Series 

40 Lessons Moses Had to Learn in the Desert 

There are few men in the Bible whose life is divided with such unmistakable precision as 
Moses. He spent forty years in Egypt, forty years in Midian, and forty years leading Israel 
through the wilderness. That is not accidental. God wrote Moses’ life in three great 
chapters: formation in Egypt, humiliation in the desert, and service in the wilderness. The 
world would have chosen Moses at forty. God waited until he was eighty. The world would 
have been impressed with the prince raised in Pharaoh’s house, learned in all the wisdom 
of the Egyptians, and mighty in words and deeds. God was waiting for the shepherd on the 
backside of the desert, keeping another man’s sheep, stripped of Egypt’s confidence, 
emptied of youthful haste, and ready to hear a voice from the burning bush. 

This series, 40 Lessons Moses Had to Learn in the Desert, is built around one central 
truth: God had to prepare Moses before Moses could be trusted with God’s people. The 
call at the burning bush was not the beginning of Moses’ preparation. It was the graduation 
ceremony. For forty years, God had been working in silence. For forty years, God had been 
burying the prince and raising the shepherd. For forty years, God had been emptying Moses 
of Egypt, self-confidence, impatience, ambition, fleshly zeal, and the idea that divine work 
can be done by natural strength. Egypt made Moses impressive, but Midian made him 
useful. Egypt trained his mind, but the desert trained his spirit. Egypt taught him the 
machinery of empire, but Midian taught him the pace of sheep. Egypt gave him position, 
but the wilderness gave him meekness. 

This series matters because many Bible believers want to be used by God, but they 
underestimate what God must do in the servant before He does something through the 
servant. A man may have zeal and still not be ready. He may have knowledge and still not 
be clean. He may have a burden and still move ahead of God. He may see real wrong and 
still try to fix it in the flesh. Moses saw an Egyptian smiting a Hebrew, and his burden was 
real, but his method was wrong. He acted before God sent him. He struck before God 
commanded him. He buried the evidence in the sand, but the sand could not hide the 
flesh. That failure did not cancel God’s purpose, but it did expose that Moses was not yet 
ready to carry it. 

These lessons are valuable because they show the difference between calling and 
readiness. Moses had a connection to Israel before Midian. He had a burden before 
Midian. He had ability before Midian. He had education before Midian. But he did not have 
the kind of brokenness, meekness, patience, reverence, and dependence that the work 
required. God does not merely ask, “Can this man speak?” God asks, “Can this man 



obey?” God does not merely ask, “Can this man lead?” God asks, “Can this man be led?” 
God does not merely ask, “Does this man have ability?” God asks, “Has this man been 
emptied enough that My power can be seen instead of his?” Moses had to learn that God’s 
work requires more than talent. It requires a surrendered vessel. 

This series is especially important for anyone God is preparing to lead, teach, preach, 
build, serve, shepherd, write, or carry a burden for others. Leadership in the Bible is not 
glamour. It is weight. It involves being misunderstood, blamed, resisted, delayed, humbled, 
corrected, and forced again and again to depend on God rather than personality, strength, 
strategy, or public approval. Moses had to learn that Pharaoh does not bow the first time. 
He had to learn that the people you help may blame you. He had to learn that obedience 
may make things harder before deliverance becomes visible. He had to learn that a servant 
cannot quit simply because the first response is opposition instead of applause. 

This series also teaches that God’s preparation is often hidden before it is public. The 
most important work God does in a man is often done where nobody is watching. The 
backside of the desert is not wasted ground. The slow years are not useless. The silence is 
not abandonment. The failure is not always final. The ordinary duties are not beneath God’s 
notice. Moses keeping Jethro’s sheep looked like obscurity, but God was using it as training 
for leading Israel. The desert prepared him for the desert. The flock prepared him for a 
nation that would often act like a flock. Scarcity prepared him for wilderness provision. 
Slow steps prepared him for stubborn people. Hidden service prepared him for public 
pressure. 

A major theme of this series is the death of self-confidence. Moses had to learn that the 
answer to “Who am I?” was not found in Moses at all. God did not flatter Moses’ résumé. 
He did not say, “Remember your Egyptian education.” He did not say, “Remember your 
leadership potential.” He answered with presence: “Certainly I will be with thee.” That is the 
foundation of all real service. The issue is not who Moses is, but who goes with Moses. The 
issue is not whether the servant is impressive, but whether God has sent him. Without 
God’s presence, Egypt is too strong. With God’s presence, Pharaoh is already beaten 
before the first plague falls. 

This series also emphasizes the authority of God’s word. Moses eventually had to stand 
before Pharaoh with one authority: “Thus saith the LORD God of Israel.” That is the line 
every true servant must come to. Not “thus saith culture,” not “thus saith scholarship,” not 
“thus saith tradition,” not “thus saith public opinion,” not “thus saith my feelings,” and not 
“thus saith Egypt.” True ministry stands or falls on the authority of what God has said. 
Moses’ own words could not deliver anyone. Aaron’s eloquence could not deliver anyone. A 



rod by itself could not deliver anyone. But the word of the LORD could shake Egypt, expose 
Pharaoh, judge false gods, and bring Israel out. 

The series also keeps the doctrinal setting clear. Moses was not sent to lead a vague 
spiritual movement. He was sent by the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob to the children 
of Israel. The Exodus was not a social experiment, a humanitarian reform project, or a slave 
revolt dressed in religious language. It was the covenant God acting on behalf of His earthly 
covenant people. Israel is Israel. Egypt is Egypt. Pharaoh is Pharaoh. Moses is God’s 
servant in a specific historical and covenant setting. There are powerful spiritual 
applications for Bible believers today, but those applications must not erase the doctrinal 
foundation. God remembered His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and that 
covenant truth stood behind the whole mission. 

Another important theme is that God does not ignore the private life of His servant. Moses 
could not represent the covenant God publicly while neglecting covenant order in his own 
household. The strange passage where the LORD met Moses and sought to kill him is 
severe, but it teaches a necessary lesson: public commission does not excuse private 
disobedience. God’s servant cannot march into Egypt as though details at home do not 
matter. Before deliverance in Egypt, there had to be blood and obedience in Moses’ own 
house. God does not merely empower hands; He exposes and cleanses them. He does not 
merely send a man; He searches the man He sends. 

These forty lessons walk through Moses’ transformation from the prince God could not use 
yet into the shepherd God could send. We study his pride, his failure, his exile, his waiting, 
his family life, his hidden shepherding, his encounter with the burning bush, his questions, 
his fears, his excuses, his signs, his return to Egypt, his confrontation with Pharaoh, and his 
early discouragement when the people blamed him. Each lesson shows another stroke of 
God’s chisel. Each event reveals something God had to teach Moses before and during the 
assignment. The series is not merely about Moses’ biography. It is about the making of a 
servant. 

For the Bible believer today, these lessons are deeply practical. God may use obscurity to 
kill pride. He may use delay to kill impatience. He may use failure to kill self-confidence. He 
may use ordinary duties to teach faithfulness. He may use silence to train the ear. He may 
use criticism to test the heart. He may use weakness to reveal the sufficiency of His 
presence. He may send a man back to the place that broke him, not to relive the failure, but 
to fulfill God’s purpose. The servant must learn that God wastes nothing when His hand is 
in the preparation. 



This series is also an encouragement to those who feel forgotten, delayed, humbled, or 
past the age of usefulness. Moses was eighty years old when he spoke unto Pharaoh. In 
man’s thinking, that sounds too late. In God’s timing, it was exactly right. The first forty 
years were not wasted. The second forty years were not wasted. God’s clock is not man’s 
clock. When God says a man is ready, no Pharaoh can dismiss him as too old, too weak, 
too hidden, too late, or too ordinary. The issue is not youthful energy, public momentum, or 
human timelines. The issue is God’s call, God’s word, God’s presence, and God’s power. 

Ultimately, this series is about the way God makes a leader safe enough to use. God did not 
need the proud prince of Egypt to deliver Israel. He needed a humbled shepherd with a rod 
in his hand and the word of the LORD in his mouth. He needed a man who had learned that 
he was not the deliverer—God was. Moses was the instrument. God was the Redeemer, 
Judge, Commander, and Covenant Keeper. The burning bush revealed the God who had 
been preparing the servant all along. The flame did not consume the bush, and the call did 
not rest on Moses’ strength. The power was in the LORD. 

The great lesson of the whole series is this: God does not waste obscurity, delay, failure, 
shepherding, silence, or desert miles. He uses them to empty the servant, reveal 
Himself, and send the man back with nothing but God’s word, God’s presence, and God’s 
power. The desert may feel like burial, but God may be burying only what must die. The 
silence may feel like abandonment, but God may be teaching the servant to hear the voice 
from the fire. The slow years may feel wasted, but God may be preparing the man for a 
burden he cannot yet see. God buried the prince to raise the shepherd, and when the 
shepherd returned with the rod of God in his hand, Egypt was already finished. 

 

 

1 of 40 Lessons Moses Had to Learn in the Desert - The Prince God Could Not Use Yet 

Key Passage: Acts 7:22 
“And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and in 
deeds.” 

Introduction 

There is something about Moses that ought to make every serious Bible believer stop and 
think before he gets too impressed with talent, education, position, influence, opportunity, 
and natural ability. Acts 7:22 says, “And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the 
Egyptians, and was mighty in words and in deeds.” Now there is a résumé that would 
impress a religious board, a seminary committee, a political movement, or a modern 



ministry machine. Learned. Wise. Trained. Mighty. Articulate. Capable. Connected. Raised 
near the throne. Familiar with the machinery of empire. Schooled in the best Egypt had to 
offer. If men had been choosing a deliverer, they would have picked Moses long before 
Exodus 3. They would have said, “There he is. That is the man. That is the one with the 
background. That is the one with the access. That is the one with the preparation.” But God 
looked at that same man and said, “Not yet.” 

That is the lesson at the very beginning of this series. Moses looked ready to men long 
before he was ready for God’s use. He had been trained by Egypt, but he had not yet been 
broken by God. Egypt had sharpened his mind, but Midian would have to humble his heart. 
Egypt had made him impressive, but the desert would have to make him useful. Egypt 
could teach him the wisdom of this world, but it could not teach him how to wait on the 
LORD. Egypt could teach him how kings rule, how armies move, how power operates, and 
how men build civilizations; but Egypt could not teach him how to shepherd the flock of 
God, how to lean on divine presence, how to take orders from a burning bush, or how to 
stand before Pharaoh with nothing but “Thus saith the LORD God of Israel.” That kind of 
preparation does not come from Pharaoh’s palace. It comes from God’s wilderness. 

And that is where so many people miss the whole thing. They think ability equals calling. 
They think education equals readiness. They think visibility equals usefulness. They think if 
a man can talk, lead, organize, gather a crowd, quote a few verses, and move people 
emotionally, then surely God must be ready to use him. But the Bible is not fooled by 
Egyptian polish. God does not need a prince full of himself to deliver Israel. God does not 
need a man who thinks his natural gifts can accomplish a spiritual work. God does not 
need the flesh dressed up in religious language. Before God could use Moses to deliver 
Israel, God had to deliver Moses from Moses. The prince God could not use yet had to be 
buried in the desert until a shepherd came out the other side. 

Chapter One - A Man Can Look Ready and Still Not Be Ready 

Moses had everything that would make men assume he was ready. He was not a 
backwoods nobody in the eyes of Egypt. He was not ignorant of the world’s systems. He 
had been raised in Pharaoh’s house, preserved by God’s providence, and educated in “all 
the wisdom of the Egyptians.” That phrase is not small. Egypt was no minor village with a 
few huts and superstitions. Egypt was a world power, a kingdom of architecture, 
mathematics, government, religion, military strength, wealth, writing, medicine, and 
earthly wisdom. Moses knew that world from the inside. He had seen the gods of Egypt, the 
pride of Egypt, the order of Egypt, the cruelty of Egypt, and the power of Egypt. Humanly 
speaking, he was uniquely qualified to understand the system God would later judge. 



But there is a difference between being prepared by circumstances and being prepared in 
character. A man may know the enemy’s system and still not know how to serve God 
properly. A man may understand politics and still not understand prayer. A man may know 
how kings speak and still not know how God speaks. A man may have the training to stand 
in a palace and still lack the meekness to stand on holy ground. Moses had facts, exposure, 
and natural strength, but he still had to learn dependence. He knew Egypt, but he did not 
yet know the backside of the desert. He knew power, but he did not yet know weakness. He 
knew how men command, but he did not yet know how God commissions. 

That is a hard lesson because the flesh loves visible readiness. The flesh loves to look at a 
man and say, “He is gifted; therefore he is ready.” But God does not measure a servant the 
way men measure one. God sees the pride hidden behind polish. God sees the impatience 
hidden behind zeal. God sees the self-confidence hidden behind talent. God sees the 
temper hidden behind courage. God sees the flesh that will eventually wreck a work if it is 
not judged before the work begins. Moses was not useless because he lacked ability. He 
was unusable at that stage because his ability was still wrapped in the wrong man. The 
talent was there, but the vessel was not yet broken. 

Chapter Two - Egypt Trained His Mind but Could Not Train His Spirit 

Acts 7:22 tells us Moses was “learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians.” That means 
Egypt did its work on his mind. He learned the language, culture, government, and learning 
of the kingdom that ruled over his people. But the wisdom of Egypt, no matter how 
impressive it was on earth, could not teach Moses the wisdom of God. First Corinthians 
3:19 says, “For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God.” Now that verse is written 
in a different doctrinal setting to the church, but the principle is plain as day: worldly 
wisdom cannot substitute for spiritual truth. Egypt could teach Moses how men build 
monuments, but not how God builds a servant. 

Egyptian wisdom did not make Moses meek. Egyptian learning did not teach him to wait. 
Egyptian instruction did not teach him that deliverance belongs to the LORD. Egyptian 
training did not teach him that God can take a rod, a stammering mouth, and a broken man 
and overthrow the greatest empire on earth. Egypt could produce an impressive Moses, but 
it could not produce the Moses of Numbers 12:3, where the Bible says, “Now the man 
Moses was very meek, above all the men which were upon the face of the earth.” That kind 
of meekness did not come from Pharaoh’s school. It came from God’s long dealings in 
failure, exile, obscurity, shepherding, and dependence. 

That is why this lesson matters so much today. There is nothing wrong with learning the 
facts. There is nothing wrong with knowing history, language, geography, doctrine, or the 



world around you. But when a man begins to trust his education as though education itself 
makes him spiritual, he has been deceived by Egypt. Bible knowledge without brokenness 
can make a man proud. Talent without humility can make a man dangerous. A quick mind 
without a yielded heart can become a weapon in the hand of the flesh. Moses had the 
finest Egypt could give him, and God still sent him to Midian. That ought to humble every 
one of us. 

Chapter Three - The Flesh Can Be Religious and Still Be Flesh 

When Moses went out unto his brethren and looked on their burdens, there was something 
noble in that. Exodus 2:11 says, “And it came to pass in those days, when Moses was 
grown, that he went out unto his brethren, and looked on their burdens.” He was not 
indifferent. He was not blind to the suffering of Israel. Hebrews 11:24-25 says, “By faith 
Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter; 
Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of 
sin for a season.” There was real faith there. There was identification with God’s people. 
There was a refusal of Egypt’s pleasures. But even a man with a true burden can still act in 
the flesh if he moves before God sends him. 

That is exactly what happened. Moses saw an Egyptian smiting a Hebrew, and he slew the 
Egyptian. He looked “this way and that way,” but the trouble was that he did not look up. He 
was careful about human witnesses, but not yielded to divine direction. He had anger 
against oppression, but not yet the commission of God. He had concern for Israel, but not 
the patience of the LORD. He had a sense of justice, but not the method of God. That is a 
dangerous combination. A religious burden without spiritual submission can do damage 
while thinking it is doing service. The flesh can put on a Bible jacket, grab a sword, and tell 
itself it is fighting for God. 

This is where a lot of men deceive themselves. They think because they are against the right 
thing, they must be acting the right way. They think because they see error, bondage, 
corruption, or compromise, every impulse that rises up in them must be holy. Not so. The 
flesh can fight a real enemy with the wrong weapon. The flesh can preach a true doctrine 
with a proud spirit. The flesh can defend a Bible truth while secretly defending itself. Moses 
had to learn that God’s work cannot be done merely by reacting to evil. God’s work must be 
done God’s way, in God’s time, by God’s power, with God’s words. 

Chapter Four - The First Deliverance Failed Because Moses Was Still the Deliverer 

The great problem with Moses’ first attempt was not that Israel did not need deliverance. 
Israel absolutely needed deliverance. The problem was that Moses moved as though he 
himself were the deliverer. He acted like the burden, the timing, the strength, and the 



method were all in his own hands. But the Exodus was never going to be Moses showing 
Egypt how strong Moses was. The Exodus would be God showing Egypt who the LORD was. 
Exodus 9:16 later says, “And in very deed for this cause have I raised thee up, for to shew in 
thee my power; and that my name may be declared throughout all the earth.” That was the 
point. God’s name, God’s power, God’s judgment, God’s covenant, and God’s glory. 

When Moses killed one Egyptian, he did not deliver Israel. He only made himself a fugitive. 
When God judged Egypt, He brought plagues, exposed Egypt’s gods, humbled Pharaoh, 
divided the Red sea, and brought His people out by a mighty hand. Moses’ private violence 
could not do what God’s public judgment would do. One dead Egyptian hidden in the sand 
is not the same thing as a nation redeemed by blood and power. Moses’ first attempt failed 
because Moses was still too central in the operation. The man was moving, but God had 
not yet sent him. 

That is a tremendous warning. Any ministry, message, labor, or spiritual work that depends 
on the greatness of the human instrument is already leaning in the wrong direction. If the 
whole thing collapses unless the man is impressive, then the man has become too 
important. God’s servants matter, but they are not the Saviour. God uses vessels, but He 
does not share His glory with flesh. Moses had to learn that Israel did not need Moses the 
prince. Israel needed the LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Moses would be used, 
but Moses would not be the source. 

Chapter Five - God Had to Break the Confidence Egypt Built 

Egypt built confidence into Moses. That is what Egypt does. It teaches men to trust 
systems, status, power, intellect, position, and human arrangement. Moses had been 
raised in an environment where commands mattered, rank mattered, influence mattered, 
and names opened doors. But God had to take that confidence apart piece by piece. The 
man who once had access to the court of Pharaoh would end up in the wilderness keeping 
sheep. The man who once moved among royalty would be hidden among strangers. The 
man who once knew the architecture of empire would learn the trails of the desert. That 
was not an accident. It was surgery. 

The breaking of Moses was not God being cruel. It was God being merciful. If God had used 
Moses at forty in the condition he was in, Moses might have ruined everything he touched. 
The flesh with power becomes a tyrant. The flesh with zeal becomes reckless. The flesh 
with doctrine becomes arrogant. The flesh with a platform becomes destructive. So God 
broke him before He used him. God took him from “mighty in words and in deeds” to “Who 
am I?” God stripped him of the illusion that he could do God’s work because he had 



Egyptian credentials. He had to learn that the safest servant is the one who knows he 
cannot do anything without God. 

This lesson cuts against the grain of modern religion. Modern religion is often trying to build 
what God is trying to break. It says, “Believe in yourself.” God says, “Deny yourself.” It says, 
“Promote yourself.” God says, “Humble yourself.” It says, “Find your greatness.” God says, 
“My strength is made perfect in weakness.” It says, “Use your platform.” God says, “Take off 
thy shoes.” Moses did not need a branding course. He needed Midian. He did not need 
more confidence. He needed holy fear. He did not need Egypt’s applause. He needed God’s 
presence. 

Chapter Six - God’s Delay Was Not God’s Denial 

One of the hardest things in Moses’ life is the length of the delay. Forty years in Egypt, then 
forty years in Midian before God sent him back. Men read that quickly because it is only a 
few words on a page, but Moses had to live it one day at a time. Forty years is long enough 
for a man’s hair to gray, for his old reputation to fade, for his former world to move on, and 
for his first dreams to seem buried beyond recovery. Israel was still in bondage. Egypt was 
still powerful. Pharaoh’s system was still grinding people down. And Moses was in Midian, 
far away from the place where he once tried to act. 

But delay is not denial when God is the one arranging it. God was not confused. God had 
not forgotten Israel. Exodus 2:24-25 says, “And God heard their groaning, and God 
remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. And God looked upon 
the children of Israel, and God had respect unto them.” God was working on Israel’s end, 
and God was working on Moses’ end. The cries in Egypt and the quiet in Midian were both 
under the eye of God. Moses could not see the whole board, but God could. The delay was 
not evidence that God had lost interest. It was evidence that God was preparing everything 
according to His own time. 

That is a lesson many believers need to get deep in their bones. God is not obligated to 
explain every hidden year. He is not obligated to make every delay make sense while you 
are living it. He is not obligated to use you when you think you are ready. Sometimes the 
thing you call delay is God saving you from being sent too soon. Sometimes the thing you 
call silence is God teaching you to stop trusting noise. Sometimes the thing you call 
obscurity is God protecting you from a public failure you would have had if He had 
answered your ambition too quickly. Moses was not denied. He was delayed until the 
prince was dead enough for the shepherd to live. 

Chapter Seven - The Prince Had to Become a Shepherd 



The final thing to see in this first lesson is that God did not merely remove Moses from 
Egypt; He changed the kind of man Moses was becoming. He did not take Moses from the 
palace and immediately send him back with a divine speech. He made him a shepherd. 
Exodus 3:1 says, “Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law, the priest of Midian.” 
That is a tremendous shift. A prince deals with power. A shepherd deals with sheep. A 
prince learns commands. A shepherd learns care. A prince may move men by authority. A 
shepherd must lead, feed, guide, watch, protect, and endure. God knew exactly what He 
was doing. 

That shepherd training would become essential because Israel in the wilderness would 
often behave like a flock. They would murmur. They would panic. They would hunger. They 
would thirst. They would wander in heart. They would look back toward Egypt. They would 
test Moses until most men would have quit or exploded. God was preparing Moses for that. 
Before he led Israel through the wilderness, he learned the wilderness. Before he dealt with 
a stubborn nation, he dealt with stubborn sheep. Before he carried the burden of God’s 
people, he learned the burden of another man’s flock. The desert was not random. The 
sheep were not random. The silence was not random. It was all part of God’s school. 

And this points to a larger Bible principle. God’s leaders are often shepherds before they 
are rulers. David was taken from the sheepfolds. Moses was taken from Jethro’s flock. The 
Lord Jesus Christ is not merely a king; He is “the good shepherd” who “giveth his life for the 
sheep.” God’s pattern is not Pharaoh with a whip, but a shepherd with a staff. Moses had to 
stop being shaped like Egypt before he could represent the LORD to Israel. The prince God 
could not use yet had to become the shepherd God would send. 

Conclusion 

The first lesson Moses had to learn in the desert is that looking ready is not the same thing 
as being ready. He was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians. He was mighty in words 
and in deeds. He had background, exposure, courage, concern, and position. But he was 
not yet fit to deliver Israel because God had not yet broken the self-confidence that Egypt 
had built into him. The issue was not that Moses lacked ability. The issue was that his 
ability still needed to be brought down under the hand of God. A man can be gifted and still 
premature. A man can be burdened and still fleshly. A man can be impressive and still 
unusable. 

That truth ought to sober every one of us. God is not impressed with the same things that 
impress men. Men see the palace. God sees the pride. Men see the training. God sees the 
temper. Men see the platform. God sees the self-will. Men see a deliverer. God sees a man 
who still needs the desert. And the mercy of God is that He does not always give us the 



assignment when we first want it. Sometimes He sends us to Midian because He loves us 
too much to let Egypt remain in us. Sometimes He hides us because He is healing us. 
Sometimes He delays us because He is deepening us. Sometimes He strips us because He 
is preparing us. 

Moses would one day stand before Pharaoh, but not as the prince of Egypt showing off his 
natural greatness. He would stand there as a broken shepherd carrying the word of the 
living God. That is the difference. Egypt made him impressive, but God made him useful. 
Egypt gave him wisdom, but the desert gave him humility. Egypt gave him confidence, but 
Midian taught him dependence. The prince God could not use yet would become the man 
God used to shake an empire, lead a nation, and show forever that deliverance is “Not by 
might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.” 

 

 

2 of 40 Lessons Moses Had to Learn in the Desert - Egypt Made Him Somebody, God 
Made Him Nothing 

Key Passage: Exodus 2:10-11 
“And the child grew, and she brought him unto Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her son. 
And she called his name Moses... And it came to pass in those days, when Moses was 
grown, that he went out unto his brethren, and looked on their burdens...” 

Introduction 

There is a powerful contrast in the life of Moses that runs right through the whole Bible like 
a sharp knife cutting between what man calls preparation and what God calls preparation. 
Exodus 2:10 says, “And the child grew, and she brought him unto Pharaoh’s daughter, and 
he became her son.” Now think about that. A Hebrew baby, born under a death sentence, 
hidden by faith, placed in an ark of bulrushes, drawn out of the water by Pharaoh’s 
daughter, nursed by his own mother, and then brought into the very house connected to the 
throne that had ordered the slaughter of the Hebrew children. That is the providence of 
God. Pharaoh tried to drown Israel’s sons, and God put Israel’s deliverer in Pharaoh’s own 
house. The devil cannot outmaneuver God. Pharaoh’s court became the nursery of the man 
who would one day walk back in there and say, “Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Let my 
people go.” 

But the strange thing is this: being brought up in Pharaoh’s house did not make Moses ready 
to deliver Israel. It made him somebody in the eyes of Egypt. It gave him rank, education, 
recognition, access, privilege, and exposure to the world’s power. Acts 7:22 says, “And 



Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and in 
deeds.” That is a tremendous statement. Moses was not some ignorant, timid, unknown 
figure. He was somebody. He had a name. He had training. He had opportunity. He 
understood Egypt from the inside. But God was going to take that somebody and make him 
nothing before He used him. Egypt made him somebody. God made him nothing. And the 
nothing God made him became more useful than the somebody Egypt had produced. 

That is a lesson every Bible believer needs to learn and relearn. Position is not power with 
God. Education is not unction. Social rank is not spiritual authority. Wealth is not wisdom. 
Access to the palace is not the same thing as access to the presence of God. Moses had 
the finest earthly advantages available in his day, but he still had to go to the desert. He still 
had to be humbled. He still had to be stripped. He still had to learn that God’s work is not 
accomplished by Egyptian polish, royal influence, or natural greatness. Before Moses could 
be the deliverer God used, he had to be emptied of the illusion that being somebody in this 
world made him sufficient for the work of God. 

Chapter One - Pharaoh’s House Could Not Cancel God’s Purpose 

The first thing that ought to stand out is the incredible providence of God in Moses’ 
childhood. Pharaoh had commanded the destruction of Hebrew male children, but God 
preserved one particular child through the faith and courage of his parents. Hebrews 11:23 
says, “By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid three months of his parents, because 
they saw he was a proper child; and they were not afraid of the king’s commandment.” That 
verse is loaded. His parents saw something in that child and acted by faith against the 
commandment of a king. The king said death. Faith said hide him. Egypt said drown him. 
Faith made a little ark. Pharaoh’s law was wicked, but God’s providence was greater than 
Pharaoh’s law. 

Then God arranged the whole scene so perfectly that Pharaoh’s own daughter found the 
child. Exodus 2:5-6 says she came down to wash herself at the river, saw the ark among the 
flags, sent her maid to fetch it, opened it, saw the child, and behold, the babe wept. That 
weeping baby moved the heart of the woman connected to the very house of the oppressor. 
Then Miriam stepped forward and asked whether she should call a nurse of the Hebrew 
women, and Moses’ own mother was paid to nurse the child she had trusted to God. You 
cannot write that kind of providence unless God is writing the story. Pharaoh tried to make 
the Nile a graveyard, and God turned it into a delivery route. 

But here is the deeper lesson: being placed in Pharaoh’s house did not mean Moses 
belonged to Pharaoh. He was in Egypt, but he was not of Egypt in God’s purpose. He was 
raised under Egyptian privilege, but his identity was tied to the people of God. Pharaoh’s 



house could educate him, clothe him, feed him, and name him, but it could not erase the 
covenant purpose of God. The world may have a season where it thinks it owns a man, 
trains a man, shapes a man, and claims a man, but when God has His hand on that man, 
the world does not get the final word. Moses would be called Moses by Pharaoh’s daughter, 
but he would be claimed by the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

Chapter Two - Egypt Gave Him a Name, But God Gave Him a Calling 

Exodus 2:10 says Pharaoh’s daughter “called his name Moses: and she said, Because I 
drew him out of the water.” That name itself is remarkable. His name carried the memory of 
deliverance before he ever delivered anybody. He was drawn out before he would draw 
Israel out. He was saved from the water before he would lead a nation through the water. 
The providence of God was already preaching through the details of his life. Pharaoh’s 
daughter gave the name, but God had already written the purpose. Men often name things 
according to what they can see, but God’s purposes run deeper than human explanations. 

Egypt could give Moses a name in its court, but Egypt could not give him his true 
commission. That would come later from the God of the burning bush. There is a great 
difference between a name given by the world and a calling given by God. Men can give 
titles. God gives authority. Men can assign status. God sends servants. Men can put a man 
in a palace. God can put His word in a man’s mouth. Moses had a name in Egypt, but he did 
not yet have the words, “Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh.” Until God 
speaks, all the titles in the world are just decoration on a man who cannot deliver anybody. 

This matters because we live in a time when men worship labels. They love titles, offices, 
degrees, platforms, brands, institutions, endorsements, and outward credentials. They 
think a name in the right circle means a man must be ready for God’s work. But Moses had 
a name in Pharaoh’s house and still had to spend forty years in Midian. God is not 
impressed because people know your name. The devils knew Paul and Jesus, and that did 
not make the sons of Sceva spiritual. The issue is not whether Egypt can name you. The 
issue is whether God has called you, humbled you, and sent you. 

Chapter Three - The Palace Showed Moses the World’s Power From the Inside 

God allowed Moses to see the world’s power from the inside. That is not a small thing. He 
knew Egypt not merely as a victim outside the walls, but as a man raised within the system. 
He saw the order, the wealth, the ceremony, the pride, the learning, the administration, and 
the religious darkness of Egypt. He understood the machinery. He saw what men admire 
when they are dazzled by human greatness. He knew what palaces looked like before God 
sent him to the desert. That kind of exposure can be useful if God later empties the man of 
trust in it. 



But that is the key: God had to empty him of trust in it. Egypt was impressive, but it was not 
holy. Egypt was powerful, but it was not righteous. Egypt was organized, but it was not 
obedient to God. Egypt had gods, but not the LORD. Egypt had monuments, but no mercy 
for Israel. Egypt had learning, but no fear of the God of Abraham. That is the way the world 
often is. It can be brilliant and brutal at the same time. It can be cultured and cruel. It can 
build cities while crushing souls. Moses had to see that from the inside so he would never 
confuse worldly greatness with spiritual truth. 

There is a lesson here that is badly needed. The world’s system always tries to impress 
people by its size, age, money, art, architecture, schools, offices, ceremonies, robes, 
documents, armies, and traditions. But the Bible believer has to ask one question: what 
saith the scripture? Egypt had everything except the truth of the living God. It had power 
without righteousness, wisdom without revelation, religion without salvation, and glory 
without holiness. Moses had to learn that being near the throne of Egypt was not the same 
as standing before the throne of God. 

Chapter Four - His Heart Was With the Afflicted, Not the Comfortable 

Exodus 2:11 says, “And it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown, that he went 
out unto his brethren, and looked on their burdens.” That verse shows us that Moses did not 
merely grow up in privilege and forget where he came from. He went out unto his brethren. 
That phrase matters. He knew they were his people. He looked on their burdens. He did not 
merely glance at them as an Egyptian official inspecting labor output. He saw the affliction. 
He saw the weight. He saw the cruelty. He saw the suffering of the people of God. His body 
had grown in Egypt, but his heart was not fully captured by Egypt. 

Hebrews 11 fills in the spiritual side of that decision. “By faith Moses, when he was come to 
years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter.” That is one of the greatest 
refusals in the Old Testament. He refused a false identity tied to privilege and chose 
affliction with the people of God over the pleasures of sin for a season. That tells you 
something real was working in Moses. He was not a mere opportunist. He was not content 
to enjoy palace comfort while his people groaned under bondage. He had faith enough to 
identify with the afflicted seed rather than the comfortable oppressor. 

But even there, Moses still had lessons to learn. A right heart toward the afflicted does not 
automatically mean a man is ready to lead them. Compassion is necessary, but 
compassion without submission can become reckless. Identification with God’s people is 
right, but identification alone is not commission. Moses looked on their burdens, but he 
had not yet stood before the burning bush. He had sympathy, but he still needed God’s 



sending. He cared, but he still needed cleansing from the methods of Egypt. The heart was 
turning toward the right people, but the hand would soon act in the wrong way. 

Chapter Five - Privilege Could Not Produce Spiritual Power 

Moses’ privileged upbringing gave him many advantages, but it could not give him spiritual 
power. Privilege can open doors, but it cannot open the Red sea. Education can teach a 
man how to speak, but it cannot make Pharaoh bow. Position can put a man in important 
rooms, but it cannot bring plagues on Egypt. Wealth can supply resources, but it cannot 
redeem a nation by blood. Natural influence can move people temporarily, but it cannot 
fulfill the covenant promises of God. Moses had to learn the utter limitation of every human 
advantage. 

This is one of the great separations between the Bible and modern religion. Modern religion 
is always trying to harness worldly advantage and baptize it with religious language. It 
thinks if a man has status, money, a famous name, a large following, a degree, a platform, 
or some access to power, he must be especially valuable to God. But the Bible does not 
teach that. God took Moses from Pharaoh’s house and sent him to Jethro’s flock. God took 
Paul from his Pharisaical prestige and brought him low on the road to Damascus. God took 
David from the sheepfolds. God chose fishermen. God delights to prove that His power 
does not depend on the machinery men worship. 

Moses had to learn that the work ahead was too spiritual for fleshly tools. Israel’s bondage 
was not going to be broken by palace networking. Pharaoh was not going to release Israel 
because Moses knew the etiquette of the court. The gods of Egypt were not going to be 
exposed by human debate. The Red sea was not going to divide because Moses had a good 
education. Spiritual power comes from God. The sooner a man learns that, the safer he 
becomes. The longer he resists it, the more dangerous his gifts become. 

Chapter Six - God Stripped the Illusion Before He Sent the Man 

God did not merely take Moses out of Egypt geographically. He stripped Egypt out of Moses 
practically. That took time, failure, exile, shepherding, silence, and humiliation. The illusion 
had to die. The illusion said, “I have access.” The desert said, “You are a stranger.” The 
illusion said, “I am mighty in words and deeds.” The desert said, “You will spend years 
talking to sheep.” The illusion said, “I understand power.” The desert said, “You will learn 
dependence.” The illusion said, “I can deliver.” The desert said, “You cannot even call 
yourself without God speaking from a bush.” 

This stripping was not the destruction of Moses’ usefulness; it was the making of it. God 
was not throwing away everything Moses had learned. God was putting it in its proper 
place. A man may have knowledge, but knowledge must bow. A man may have ability, but 



ability must be surrendered. A man may have experience, but experience must be 
sanctified by obedience. A man may understand Egypt, but he must not trust Egypt. God 
can use a man’s background, but only after the man stops treating that background like the 
source of power. 

That is why the desert was necessary. The desert does not flatter a man. It does not care 
about titles. It does not applaud education. It does not bow to royal upbringing. It exposes 
thirst, weakness, dependence, and loneliness. It reduces a man to what he is before God. 
Moses needed that. Every servant of God needs some form of that. Before a man can speak 
for God, he must learn that he is nothing without God. Before Moses could return to Egypt 
with divine authority, he had to leave Egypt’s illusion buried in Midian. 

Chapter Seven - God Made Him Nothing So He Could Carry Something 

The phrase “God made him nothing” does not mean God made Moses worthless. It means 
God emptied him of self-sufficiency. There is a world of difference between a man who 
thinks he is nothing because he doubts God and a man who knows he is nothing so he can 
trust God. Moses had to be brought down from Egyptian self-importance so he could carry 
divine authority without confusing it with himself. When he would later stand before 
Pharaoh, the message would not be, “Look what Moses can do.” It would be, “Thus saith 
the LORD.” 

That is the kind of nothing God can use. First Corinthians 1:27-29 says, “But God hath 
chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise... And base things of the world, 
and things which are despised, hath God chosen... That no flesh should glory in his 
presence.” Again, doctrinally Paul is writing to the church, but the principle matches the 
whole Bible: God will not let flesh take the glory. Egypt made Moses somebody, but if that 
somebody had delivered Israel, men might have worshipped the instrument. God made 
him nothing so the glory would go where it belonged. The deliverance would be of the 
LORD. 

Moses would later carry a rod, a message, a commission, and the name of the LORD. He 
would not carry Egypt’s credentials as his authority. He would not carry Pharaoh’s approval. 
He would not carry palace influence. He would carry what God gave him. That is the lesson. 
God strips a man not to leave him empty forever, but to fill his hands with what matters. 
Moses lost the illusion of worldly greatness, but he gained the presence of God. He lost the 
palace, but he gained holy ground. He lost Egypt’s confidence, but he gained “I AM THAT I 
AM.” That is not loss. That is preparation. 

Conclusion 



Moses’ life teaches us that being somebody in the world can be one of the most dangerous 
things a man carries into the work of God. Not because education, influence, or 
background are evil in themselves, but because the flesh loves to trust them. Moses had 
the palace, the name, the training, the exposure, and the privilege. He had everything that 
men admire. Yet God still took him to the desert. Why? Because position without God’s 
command is not enough. Education without God’s power is not enough. Influence without 
God’s presence is not enough. A man may be somebody in Egypt and still not be ready to 
speak for the LORD. 

The mercy in Moses’ story is that God did not leave him as Egypt made him. God loved 
Israel too much to send them a self-confident prince, and He loved Moses too much to let 
him remain one. So He humbled him. He displaced him. He put him among strangers. He 
gave him sheep instead of servants, desert trails instead of palace halls, and silence 
instead of recognition. What looked like a demotion was actually deliverance from the 
illusion of self-importance. God was not ruining Moses. God was rescuing Moses from the 
kind of man who would have gotten in the way of the message. 

Egypt made him somebody, but God made him nothing, and that nothing became the 
vessel through whom God shook an empire. That is how the LORD works. He empties 
before He fills. He humbles before He sends. He strips before He clothes with authority. He 
buries the prince before He raises the shepherd. And when the work is finally done, no 
honest Bible believer looks at the Exodus and says, “What a mighty Moses.” The redeemed 
look back and say, “What a mighty God.” 

 

 

3 of 40 Lessons Moses Had to Learn in the Desert - The Deliverer Who Ran Ahead of 
God 

Key Passage: Exodus 2:11-12 
“And it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown, that he went out unto his 
brethren, and looked on their burdens: and he spied an Egyptian smiting an Hebrew, one of 
his brethren. And he looked this way and that way, and when he saw that there was no man, 
he slew the Egyptian, and hid him in the sand.” 

Introduction 

There is a dangerous kind of zeal that looks spiritual on the outside but has just enough 
flesh in it to ruin the whole thing. Moses saw something real. He was not imagining Israel’s 
affliction. He was not inventing the cruelty of Egypt. He was not exaggerating the burdens of 



his brethren. Exodus 2:11 says that “he went out unto his brethren, and looked on their 
burdens.” That phrase proves Moses had a burden. He saw the oppression. He saw the 
whip. He saw the Egyptian smiting the Hebrew. He saw the injustice with his own eyes. And 
somewhere deep inside that Hebrew child raised in Pharaoh’s house, something burned. 
He knew he was not truly one of them in spirit. Hebrews 11:24-25 says, “By faith Moses, 
when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter; Choosing 
rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a 
season.” So do not miss it: Moses’ burden was not fake. 

But a real burden does not automatically sanctify a wrong method. That is one of the 
hardest lessons in the Christian life, and Moses had to learn it the hard way. He saw the 
right problem. He identified with the right people. He hated the right oppression. He wanted 
the right end. But he moved before God sent him, acted before God commanded him, 
struck before God armed him, and hid the evidence after the deed was done. There is a 
difference between being stirred and being sent. There is a difference between being angry 
at evil and being yielded to God. There is a difference between courage and carnality. 
Moses was bold, but boldness is not always obedience. A man can charge forward with fire 
in his bones and still be running ahead of the LORD. 

This is where the young Moses becomes a warning to every man who has ever looked at 
error, bondage, compromise, abuse, false doctrine, religious corruption, or oppression and 
felt something rise up inside him. The burden may be right, but the hand may still be wrong. 
The zeal may be real, but the spirit may still need breaking. The cause may be just, but the 
timing may not be God’s timing. Moses had to learn that God’s work cannot be done by 
impatience, temper, secrecy, murder, and sand-covered evidence. God was going to deliver 
Israel, but not by Moses’ private act of violence. God would deliver Israel publicly, 
powerfully, covenantally, and unmistakably by signs, wonders, plagues, blood, judgment, 
and the word of the LORD. 

Chapter One - He Saw the Burden Before He Had the Commission 

Moses “looked on their burdens,” and that tells us he was not indifferent. There are some 
men who can live beside suffering and never be moved. There are some who can hear the 
groaning of the afflicted and go right back to their pleasures. There are some who can enjoy 
the benefits of a corrupt system as long as their own table is full. Moses was not that kind 
of man. Something in him refused to let the palace erase the pain of his people. He went 
out unto his brethren. That is no small phrase. He identified himself with the Hebrews, not 
merely by blood, but by choice and by faith. He saw an Egyptian smiting a Hebrew, and he 
knew it was wrong. 



But seeing the burden is not the same as receiving the commission. That is where many 
men get ahead of God. A man sees a problem and assumes the sight itself is the sending. 
He sees false doctrine and assumes every reaction in his flesh is holy warfare. He sees a 
church mess and assumes his anger is the anointing. He sees oppression and assumes his 
first impulse must be the voice of God. Moses saw correctly, but he had not yet been called 
from the burning bush. He had not yet heard “I AM THAT I AM.” He had not yet been told, 
“Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh.” The burden was real, but the 
commission had not come. 

God often lets a man see a burden before He releases him to carry it publicly. That waiting 
period is not wasted. It tests the man. It reveals whether the burden will drive him to God or 
drive him into the flesh. It shows whether he will pray or panic, wait or strike, submit or 
seize control. Moses saw Israel’s misery, but instead of waiting for divine instruction, he 
acted as though the burden itself authorized the blow. That is the first lesson: never 
confuse sight with sending. A man may see the problem long before he is fit to be God’s 
instrument in solving it. 

Chapter Two - He Looked This Way and That Way, But Not Up 

Exodus 2:12 says, “And he looked this way and that way, and when he saw that there was 
no man, he slew the Egyptian.” That is one of the most revealing details in the passage. 
Moses looked horizontally. He checked the scene. He scanned for witnesses. He 
calculated the risk. He wanted to know whether men were watching. But the text does not 
say he looked up. That is the heart of the matter. The man who fears discovery more than 
disobedience is already moving in the flesh. Moses was concerned about whether there 
was any man to see, but he was not acting under the clear command of the God who sees 
all. 

That is how flesh operates. Flesh is careful about reputation and careless about 
submission. Flesh asks, “Can I get away with this?” instead of, “Did God tell me to do this?” 
Flesh calculates consequences, hides motives, and covers evidence. When a man has to 
keep looking this way and that way before he acts, he had better stop and ask why he 
cannot simply walk in the light. A work of God does not need to begin in secrecy, fear, and a 
buried corpse. If God had sent Moses that day, Moses would not have needed to look 
around like a man doing something he already knew could not stand public exposure. 

There is a fierce warning here. Many religious actions are performed with one eye on men 
and no eye on God. Men want to know who is watching, who will approve, who will object, 
who will find out, and how it will look. But the Bible says, “The eyes of the LORD are in every 
place, beholding the evil and the good.” Moses could hide the Egyptian from men for a few 



hours, but he could not hide the act from God. Before a man claims to be acting for the 
LORD, he had better make sure he has looked upward before he looks around. 

Chapter Three - The Right Cause With the Wrong Weapon Is Still Wrong 

Israel needed deliverance. Egypt was wicked. The Hebrew was being smitten. Moses’ anger 
did not arise in a vacuum. There was real cruelty in front of him. But the fact that the cause 
was right did not make the weapon right. Moses used the weapon of fleshly violence before 
God gave him the rod of God. He struck as a man avenging what he saw instead of standing 
as a prophet declaring what God said. That distinction matters. God’s deliverance of Israel 
would come through divine judgment, not Moses’ private murder. The difference is not 
small; it is the difference between flesh and Spirit, between temper and commission, 
between a dead Egyptian in the sand and a ruined Egypt under the hand of God. 

The modern religious mind often gets this wrong. It assumes that if the enemy is bad 
enough, any method against him becomes acceptable. That is not Bible. Saul thought the 
Philistines were a real threat, but his unlawful sacrifice still cost him. Uzzah may have 
thought he was protecting the ark, but touching what God forbade still brought judgment. 
Peter thought he was defending Christ in the garden when he drew the sword, but the Lord 
told him, “Put up again thy sword into his place.” A right concern does not sanctify a wrong 
weapon. God’s work must be done God’s way. 

Moses had to learn that deliverance does not come by a prince acting out of personal rage. 
The coming Exodus would be drenched in the unmistakable authority of God. The plagues 
would not be random violence; they would be divine judgments. The Passover would not be 
human rebellion; it would be redemption by blood. The Red sea would not be a military 
escape plan; it would be God making a way where there was no way. Moses’ fist could not 
do that. Moses’ temper could not do that. Moses’ Egyptian training could not do that. God 
would not build the deliverance of Israel on a man’s anger. 

Chapter Four - Misplaced Zeal Creates Buried Evidence 

After Moses slew the Egyptian, he “hid him in the sand.” That is a sermon all by itself. The 
flesh not only acts wrongly; it then tries to manage the fallout. It kills and then covers. It 
strikes and then buries. It sins and then explains. It does something in haste and then looks 
for a shovel. Moses’ sand-covered Egyptian becomes a picture of every fleshly act a man 
tries to hide after convincing himself he was doing right. If the deed had truly been the 
commanded beginning of Israel’s deliverance, why hide it in the sand? Why not declare it? 
Why not call the Hebrews together? Why not stand publicly? Because deep down, Moses 
knew this was not yet God’s way. 



There is a great difference between persecution for obedience and exposure of the flesh. 
Men often confuse the two. If you obey God and the world hates you, stand. If you preach 
the truth and men reject it, stand. If you suffer for righteousness’ sake, stand. But if you 
acted in the flesh and now your evidence is sticking out of the sand, do not pretend you are 
a martyr. Moses was not being persecuted because he had obeyed the burning bush. He 
had not even seen it yet. He was in trouble because his own hand had acted before God 
sent him. 

The sand could not hide what the flesh had done. By the next day, the matter was already 
known. That is how it goes. The flesh always thinks it can bury things deep enough that they 
will not rise again, but God knows how to uncover a man before the wrong thing becomes 
the foundation of a larger work. In mercy, God let Moses’ first attempt collapse. Better to 
expose the flesh early than let a man build decades of ministry on unjudged carnality. 
Moses needed that Egyptian in the sand to testify against him. That buried evidence 
became part of the lesson that drove him to the desert. 

Chapter Five - He Was Right About Israel, But Wrong About Moses 

Moses was right that Israel was afflicted. He was right that Egypt was oppressive. He was 
right to identify with the people of God rather than enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season. 
He was right to care. He was right to be stirred. But he was wrong about Moses. He thought 
he could act as the deliverer before God made him the sent servant. He thought his 
burden, background, and boldness were enough. They were not. The problem was not his 
concern for Israel; the problem was his confidence in himself. 

Acts 7:25 says, “For he supposed his brethren would have understood how that God by his 
hand would deliver them: but they understood not.” That verse gives us a window into 
Moses’ thinking. He supposed they would understand. He assumed his action would be 
recognized as deliverance. But men’s assumptions are not God’s commission. Moses saw 
himself as the instrument, and in one sense God would later use him as an instrument; but 
the timing and manner were all wrong. He was trying to step into a calling before being 
broken enough to carry it. 

That is a piercing lesson. A man can be right about the doctrine and wrong about himself. 
He can be right about the problem and wrong about his readiness. He can be right about 
the need and wrong about his authority. The most dangerous man is not always the man 
with no burden; sometimes it is the man with a real burden and an unbroken ego. Moses 
had to learn that Israel’s deliverance was not about Moses proving himself. It was about 
God revealing Himself. Until that was settled, the would-be deliverer was more dangerous 
than useful. 



Chapter Six - God’s Timing Is Not Improved by Man’s Impatience 

Moses acted too soon. That is plain. God did intend to deliver Israel. God did intend to use 
Moses. God had preserved him, trained him, and marked him out in providence. But 
providence is not permission to run ahead. Moses saw the destination before he submitted 
to the process. He wanted deliverance without Midian, Pharaoh’s defeat without the 
burning bush, Israel’s freedom without the rod of God, and the mission without forty years 
of humbling. That is impatience, even if it is dressed up in zeal. 

God’s timing can be one of the hardest things for a man to accept. We see a need and want 
action now. We see evil and want judgment now. We see bondage and want deliverance 
now. But God works according to wisdom deeper than our urgency. He knew the right 
Pharaoh, the right hour, the right signs, the right Passover night, the right Red sea moment, 
and the right condition of Moses’ heart. The LORD was not late because Moses was 
impatient. God did not need Moses to hurry up and help Him. The Almighty was not 
wringing His hands in heaven saying, “If only Moses would kill one Egyptian, maybe we can 
begin.” 

Impatience is pride wearing work clothes. It says, “If I do not act now, nothing will happen.” 
It says, “If I do not force the issue, God’s cause will fail.” It says, “My burden is too urgent for 
waiting.” But God does not need our panic. He requires obedience. Moses had to learn that 
the clock of God is not repaired by the temper of man. When the time came, God would 
move with such power that Egypt would not be able to explain it away. But until then, 
Moses needed to stop trying to force a divine deliverance by human impatience. 

Chapter Seven - The Desert Was God’s Answer to a Man Who Ran Ahead 

Moses’ flight into Midian was not merely escape; it was enrollment. The desert became 
God’s answer to the man who ran ahead. Moses had moved too fast, so God slowed him 
down for forty years. Moses had struck in anger, so God put a shepherd’s staff in his hand. 
Moses had tried to deliver by force, so God taught him to lead sheep. Moses had acted like 
a prince, so God made him live as a stranger. Moses had buried a man in the sand, so God 
buried Moses’ old self in the wilderness. 

The punishment and the preparation were intertwined. God did not waste Moses’ failure. 
He used it. The same man who fled because his first attempt collapsed would one day 
return because God called him. The same hands that had killed in haste would later stretch 
out the rod at God’s command. The same man who once looked this way and that way 
would later stand before Pharaoh and speak openly. The same man who once hid evidence 
in sand would later declare judgments before all Egypt. That is what grace can do after 
discipline has done its work. 



The desert did not cancel Moses’ calling; it corrected the man who would carry it. That is an 
important distinction. Some failures end a man’s fantasy, but not God’s purpose. Some 
collapses bury the wrong method so the right mission can be born later. Moses had to learn 
that the LORD was not finished, but He was not going to use Moses as he was. The deliverer 
who ran ahead of God had to become the shepherd who waited until God said, “Come now 
therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh.” 

Conclusion 

The lesson in Exodus 2:11-12 is not that Moses was wrong to care about Israel. He was right 
to care. He was right to refuse Egypt’s identity. He was right to look on the burdens of his 
brethren. He was right to know that something was terribly wrong with Egypt’s treatment of 
God’s people. But he was wrong to act before God sent him. He was wrong to make his own 
hand the instrument of deliverance. He was wrong to think a private killing could begin 
what only the public power of God could accomplish. A man can be right about the burden 
and wrong about the method. 

That should make every serious Bible believer tremble a little. How many times has zeal 
outrun wisdom? How many times has a man seen a real problem and then made a bigger 
mess because he acted in the flesh? How many times has anger dressed itself up as 
discernment? How many times has impatience pretended to be courage? How many times 
has a man looked this way and that way but failed to look up? Moses’ failure warns us that 
spiritual work cannot be done with carnal tools, even when the cause is just and the 
burden is real. 

God would deliver Israel, but He would not do it through Moses’ temper. He would do it 
through His own word, His own signs, His own judgments, His own blood, His own timing, 
and His own power. The Egyptian hidden in the sand was not the beginning of Israel’s 
redemption; it was the exposure of Moses’ unreadiness. The deliverer who ran ahead of 
God had to spend forty years learning that the LORD does not need a man’s haste to 
accomplish a divine purpose. When God finally sent Moses back, he would not return as a 
hot-blooded prince trying to prove a point. He would return as a humbled shepherd 
carrying the word of the living God. 

 

 

4 of 40 Lessons Moses Had to Learn in the Desert - The Sand Could Not Hide the Flesh 

Key Passage: Exodus 2:12-14 
“And he looked this way and that way, and when he saw that there was no man, he slew the 



Egyptian, and hid him in the sand. And when he went out the second day, behold, two men 
of the Hebrews strove together: and he said to him that did the wrong, Wherefore smitest 
thou thy fellow? And he said, Who made thee a prince and a judge over us? intendest thou 
to kill me, as thou killedst the Egyptian? And Moses feared, and said, Surely this thing is 
known.” 

Introduction 

There is a phrase in Exodus 2:12 that ought to stop a man cold if he has any spiritual sense 
at all: “and hid him in the sand.” Moses saw an Egyptian smiting a Hebrew, one of his 
brethren, and he rose up in sudden force, slew the Egyptian, and then buried the body in 
the sand. There is the first recorded adult act of Moses in Exodus, and what is it? Zeal 
without command, anger without commission, violence without divine authority, and then 
concealment without confession. It is a fearful thing when a man has enough concern to 
see a real burden but not enough submission to wait on God. Moses was not indifferent to 
Israel’s suffering. He was not siding with Egypt. He was not blind to oppression. But he was 
still operating in the flesh, and the flesh always tries to cover what it cannot justify. 

That sand is a sermon. It is the first cover-up in Moses’ public life. He had looked “this way 
and that way,” but the passage never says he looked upward. He checked for human 
witnesses, but he did not wait for a heavenly word. He calculated whether any man could 
see him, but he forgot that the LORD sees all things. That is the trouble with flesh. It is more 
afraid of exposure than disobedience. It is more concerned with who knows than whether 
God approves. It wants the result without the reckoning, the action without the 
accountability, and the zeal without the yoke of divine command. Moses buried the 
Egyptian in the sand, but he could not bury the flesh that killed him. 

And the very next day proved it. Moses went out again, saw two Hebrews striving together, 
tried to correct the wrongdoer, and the man answered, “Who made thee a prince and a 
judge over us? intendest thou to kill me, as thou killedst the Egyptian?” There it was. The 
buried thing stood back up in another man’s mouth. The sand failed. The secret was 
known. Moses feared and said, “Surely this thing is known.” That is one of the great lessons 
Moses had to learn before God ever sent him to Pharaoh: hidden flesh does not stay hidden 
when God is exposing a man’s unreadiness. Before a man can lead others, God often 
uncovers the very thing that would destroy him later if left unjudged. 

Chapter One - The Flesh Always Looks Around Before It Looks Up 

The Bible says Moses “looked this way and that way.” That little phrase tells the truth on the 
whole operation. The act was not born out of calm obedience to a clear word from God. It 
was born out of impulse, opportunity, anger, and calculation. Moses checked the 



horizontal field. He wanted to know whether any man was there to see him. That is how 
flesh works. It is deeply aware of the eyes of men, but strangely dull to the eyes of God. It 
asks, “Will I be caught?” before it asks, “Is this commanded?” It asks, “Who will know?” 
before it asks, “What saith the LORD?” It worries over reputation while trampling reverence. 

There is something in every man’s fallen nature that understands the phrase “looked this 
way and that way.” Adam did it with fig leaves in the garden. Achan did it with the 
Babylonish garment, the silver, and the wedge of gold. David did it when he sent for 
Bathsheba and then tried to manage the pregnancy. Ananias and Sapphira did it when they 
lied about the price of the land. Flesh always checks the room. Flesh always measures the 
witnesses. Flesh always tries to find a private corner where it can do what it wants and still 
appear righteous afterward. Moses was not the first man to look around instead of up, and 
he certainly was not the last. 

A man is in great danger when he starts planning around witnesses instead of walking 
before God. The Bible says in Proverbs 15:3, “The eyes of the LORD are in every place, 
beholding the evil and the good.” That verse would have saved Moses from a grave mistake 
if he had lived under its weight that day. There may have been no man watching, but God 
was watching. There may have been no Egyptian guard standing nearby, but the Judge of all 
the earth saw the act, the motive, the heat, the calculation, and the burial. Moses had to 
learn that before a man can safely speak for God, he must first learn to live before God, not 
merely before men. 

Chapter Two - Sand Is a Poor Covering for Sin 

Moses hid the Egyptian in the sand, but sand is a poor covering. It shifts. It moves. It cannot 
seal a matter before God. The same hand that struck the Egyptian now became the hand 
that buried the evidence. That is the natural follow-up to fleshly action. First the flesh acts 
in haste, then it scrambles to control the consequences. First it strikes, then it digs. First it 
sins, then it covers. First it justifies itself inwardly, then it hides itself outwardly. If the act 
were clean, why hide it? If it were commissioned, why bury it? If it were the beginning of 
God’s deliverance, why cover it with sand like a criminal trying to beat the light? 

That is the thing about wrong methods: they usually require wrong concealments. When 
God sent Moses later, Moses did not have to hide the plagues in the sand. He did not have 
to sneak into Pharaoh’s court. He did not have to bury the rod of God. He did not have to 
whisper “Thus saith the LORD” behind closed doors and then deny it the next day. When 
God’s time came, the work was public, authoritative, and undeniable. But this first act was 
secretive. It was not accompanied by the word of the LORD. It was not confirmed by signs. 



It was not marked by holy fear. It ended with a body under sand and a man carrying a 
secret. 

The sand represents every human attempt to cover flesh without judging it. Some men 
cover with religious language. Some cover with ministry activity. Some cover with 
personality. Some cover with anger at other people’s sins. Some cover with Bible 
knowledge. Some cover with busyness. Some cover with humor, reputation, or position. 
But sand is sand, whether it is in Egypt or in a church house. It cannot wash the hand. It 
cannot cleanse the conscience. It cannot turn flesh into Spirit. Moses had to learn that 
what a man buries without judgment may become the very thing God uncovers before the 
man can go any further. 

Chapter Three - Secret Flesh Becomes Public Testimony 

The next day Moses learned what every unjudged secret eventually teaches: “Surely this 
thing is known.” He thought the matter had been buried. He thought the sand had done its 
job. He thought the absence of a witness meant the absence of exposure. Then one of his 
own brethren threw the deed back in his face: “intendest thou to kill me, as thou killedst 
the Egyptian?” The buried Egyptian came out of the mouth of a Hebrew. God did not need 
to raise the corpse physically to expose the matter. He simply let the secret travel until it 
found a tongue. 

That is a fearful thing. The flesh thinks it can control the story. It thinks if it hides the 
evidence, edits the details, manages appearances, and gets ahead of the narrative, it will 
survive. But God knows how to make a man’s secret preach against him. Numbers 32:23 
says, “be sure your sin will find you out.” That is not a religious slogan. That is Bible truth. 
Sin has feet. Sin has a voice. Sin has a way of climbing out of graves, slipping through 
cracks, and standing up in places where a man least expects it. Moses buried the Egyptian 
in the sand, but the testimony of that deed was walking around in the camp the next day. 

This exposure was mercy, even though it terrified Moses. If God had allowed Moses to 
continue forward with that kind of unjudged flesh, it would have destroyed him later. Better 
for the secret to be exposed in Exodus 2 than for the whole work of Israel’s deliverance to 
be built on hidden violence and self-deception. God was not merely embarrassing Moses; 
He was stopping him. He was halting the premature deliverer before the wrong man 
became the public leader. Secret flesh becomes public testimony when God refuses to let 
a man carry a concealed cancer into a holy calling. 

Chapter Four - The Man Who Corrected Others Had Not Yet Judged Himself 

The next day Moses saw two Hebrews striving together and said, “Wherefore smitest thou 
thy fellow?” Now the question was right. A Hebrew should not have been smiting another 



Hebrew. Moses was correct to recognize that there was wrong among his own people. But 
the problem was that the man correcting violence had just committed violence the day 
before. The man rebuking a blow had buried a body. The man addressing another man’s 
wrong had not yet dealt with his own. That is why the reply cut so deep: “Who made thee a 
prince and a judge over us?” 

There is a lesson here that reaches far beyond Moses. A man can see wrong in others while 
being blind to the unjudged wrong in himself. That does not mean a man must be sinless 
before he can ever correct anything; if that were true, no man could preach a verse. But it 
does mean that hidden flesh robs a man of moral weight. When a man’s own conscience is 
carrying buried evidence, his rebuke becomes easy to dismiss. The Hebrew wrongdoer may 
have been guilty, but his accusation against Moses landed because there was truth in it. 
Moses had acted like a prince and a judge, but God had not yet made him one in the proper 
way. 

This is one reason God often deals with His servants privately before He uses them 
publicly. Not because they must become perfect, but because they must be honest, 
broken, and under judgment themselves. A proud preacher preaching against pride is a 
contradiction. A bitter man preaching on charity is a clanging cymbal. A man with sand-
covered flesh may still say true things, but his own hidden condition weakens the blow. 
Moses had to learn that before he could correct Israel with authority, he first had to be 
corrected by God. The judge had to stand judged. The deliverer had to be delivered from his 
own flesh. 

Chapter Five - Who Made Thee? Was the Question Moses Could Not Yet Answer 

The Hebrew asked Moses, “Who made thee a prince and a judge over us?” That question 
was meant as a challenge, but it exposed the whole issue. Who did make Moses a prince 
and a judge over them? Pharaoh’s house had made him somebody in Egypt, but Pharaoh’s 
house could not make him God’s judge over Israel. His own burden could not make him 
that. His own anger could not make him that. His own sense of justice could not make him 
that. His own education could not make him that. Until God called him from the burning 
bush and sent him back, Moses had no answer strong enough to stand. 

Later, Moses would have an answer. Later, he could stand before Pharaoh and say, “Thus 
saith the LORD God of Israel.” Later, he could tell Israel that the God of their fathers had 
appeared to him. Later, he would carry signs, a rod, and a commission. Later, he would not 
be acting on private impulse but under divine command. But in Exodus 2, he was ahead of 
that. The question “Who made thee?” was the very question his soul needed to face. If God 



did not make him what he was trying to be, then he was assuming an office before receiving 
a commission. 

That lesson is deadly serious in spiritual work. Many men appoint themselves. They have a 
burden, a voice, a following, a grievance, a gift, a platform, or a desire, and they step into 
authority as though those things equal divine sending. But the real question remains: who 
made thee? God-called authority and self-appointed authority may look similar for a 
moment, but they do not carry the same weight. Moses had to learn that he could not 
simply seize the role of deliverer because he felt the need. God would make him what he 
needed to be, but not by letting him crown himself over a buried Egyptian. 

Chapter Six - Fear Revealed What Faith Had Not Yet Settled 

When Moses heard the matter was known, the Bible says, “And Moses feared.” That fear is 
understandable, but it is also revealing. He feared because he knew the act could not 
stand the light. He feared because Pharaoh could hear. He feared because his life, 
position, and future were suddenly in danger. He feared because the thing he thought was 
controlled was now outside his control. Flesh is bold when it strikes in the moment, but it 
becomes fearful when consequences arrive. That kind of fear often reveals that faith was 
not governing the act in the first place. 

This is not the same as Moses later fearing God. This was the fear of exposure, the fear of 
punishment, the fear of discovery. It is the fear that comes after a man has acted without 
command and then realizes he cannot manage what comes next. If Moses had stood there 
under the order of God, faith could have steadied him. But he had acted in his own 
strength, and now his own strength was not enough to protect him. That is always how it 
goes. The flesh that gets a man into trouble cannot give him peace when trouble answers 
back. 

Moses had to learn the difference between fleshly courage and spiritual faith. Fleshly 
courage can kill an Egyptian. Spiritual faith can stand before Pharaoh. Fleshly courage can 
act in a burst of anger. Spiritual faith can endure forty years of wilderness. Fleshly courage 
can bury a body. Spiritual faith can stretch out a rod at God’s word. Moses had some 
courage already, but it was not yet harnessed to faith and obedience. God would not throw 
that courage away, but He would have to purify it in the desert until fear of man was 
replaced by fear of the LORD. 

Chapter Seven - Exposure Was the Doorway to the Desert 

The exposure of Moses’ act became the doorway to Midian. Pharaoh heard and sought to 
slay Moses, and Moses fled. At first glance, it looked like everything had collapsed. His 
standing in Egypt was gone. His first attempt at deliverance had failed. His brethren had not 



rallied behind him. Pharaoh wanted him dead. The sand had not hidden the flesh. But what 
looked like ruin was also the beginning of God’s long preparation. God used the exposure to 
move Moses out of Egypt and into the desert where the real training would begin. 

That does not excuse the sin, but it magnifies the providence of God. God can take a man’s 
failure and use the fallout to get him to the classroom he never would have chosen. Moses 
did not apply for Midian. He fled there. He did not schedule forty years of shepherd training. 
He was driven into it. Yet God was over the whole matter, not as the author of Moses’ sin, 
but as the Lord who can overrule even the consequences of failure for a deeper 
preparation. The same exposure that frightened Moses also separated him from the palace 
that still had too much claim on his identity. 

This is a severe mercy. God sometimes exposes a thing not to destroy a man, but to prevent 
that thing from destroying him later. He may let the sand blow off the buried evidence 
because He refuses to let a man build his life on concealment. He may allow 
embarrassment, collapse, and displacement because hidden flesh must be dealt with 
before holy service can continue. Moses had to go to the desert because the man who 
buried the Egyptian was not yet the man who could lead Israel. The exposure was painful, 
but it was the doorway into God’s school. 

Conclusion 

The sand could not hide the flesh. That is the lesson. Moses thought the Egyptian was 
buried, but the flesh behind the act was still alive. He had looked this way and that way, but 
not upward. He had acted out of zeal, but not under command. He had struck a blow, but 
then covered the evidence. The next day proved that the matter was known, and Moses had 
to face the truth that what he tried to hide had already begun to testify against him. A buried 
Egyptian in the sand was not the beginning of Israel’s deliverance; it was the exposure of 
Moses’ unreadiness. 

This should warn every one of us. God is not fooled by sand. He is not fooled by 
appearances, ministry language, reputation, activity, or religious explanation. The flesh can 
cover, but it cannot cleanse. It can bury, but it cannot justify. It can hide from men for a 
season, but it cannot hide from God for a second. Before a man can lead others safely, God 
often uncovers the very thing that would destroy him later if left alone. That exposure may 
hurt, humble, and even drive a man into a wilderness he never wanted, but it may also save 
him from becoming a public disaster. 

Moses would one day stand before Pharaoh, but not as a man with a secret corpse under 
the sand. He would stand there after forty years of humbling, after the burning bush, after 
holy ground, after God’s commission, after God’s name, after God’s rod, and after God’s 



promise. The man who once feared because his deed was known would later stand openly 
and speak the words of the LORD. That is what God can do with a man after the sand fails, 
the flesh is exposed, and the desert does its work. The LORD does not need hidden flesh to 
deliver His people. He uses broken vessels who have learned that nothing buried in sand is 
safe until it has been brought under the blood, the word, and the hand of God. 

 

 

5 of 40 Lessons Moses Had to Learn in the Desert - When Your First Attempt Becomes 
Your Funeral 

Key Passage: Exodus 2:15 
“Now when Pharaoh heard this thing, he sought to slay Moses. But Moses fled from the 
face of Pharaoh, and dwelt in the land of Midian: and he sat down by a well.” 

Introduction 

There are moments in a man’s life when the first thing he tries to build becomes the grave 
where God buries the wrong version of him. Exodus 2:15 is one of those moments in the life 
of Moses. “Now when Pharaoh heard this thing, he sought to slay Moses.” That is how 
Moses’ first attempt at deliverance ended. Not with Israel marching out of Egypt. Not with 
Pharaoh trembling. Not with Hebrews gathering around Moses and crowning him as their 
champion. Not with a rod stretched over the Red sea. Not with the song of Moses on the 
other side of deliverance. His first attempt ended with Pharaoh wanting him dead and 
Moses running for his life. The man raised in Egypt suddenly had no safe place in Egypt. The 
palace that once sheltered him now became a threat. The system that educated him now 
hunted him. The world that made him somebody now turned on him. 

That is the hard edge of this lesson. Moses had a real burden, but his first method had to 
die. He saw the affliction of his people, identified with the Hebrews, refused Egypt’s 
pleasures, and hated the cruelty of the oppressor. There was faith in that. Hebrews 11 
makes that plain. But his first act of deliverance was not God’s way. He slew one Egyptian, 
hid him in the sand, and thought perhaps Israel would understand that God by his hand 
would deliver them. But they understood not, and Pharaoh heard the matter. Suddenly 
Moses’ fleshly beginning became his funeral procession out of Egypt. God did not end 
Moses’ life, but He did end Moses’ first program. The fugitive was not finished. The deliverer 
was not cancelled. The calling was not erased. But the wrong version of Moses had to be 
buried before the right version could be prepared. 



That is something every serious Bible believer needs to understand. A failed first attempt 
does not necessarily mean God is done with a man, but it may mean God is done with that 
man’s method. God sometimes lets a fleshly plan collapse so completely that a man can 
never confuse it with the work of the Spirit. He lets Pharaoh hear. He lets the sand fail. He 
lets the secret spread. He lets the door slam. He lets the man run until he has no place left 
but the wilderness. Not because God has forgotten the purpose, but because God is 
relocating the servant to the classroom where the flesh can finally be dealt with. Moses 
fled from the face of Pharaoh and dwelt in Midian, but from heaven’s side he was not 
merely fleeing. He was being moved. 

Chapter One - Pharaoh Heard What Moses Tried to Bury 

The first phrase in Exodus 2:15 is devastating: “Now when Pharaoh heard this thing.” Moses 
had hidden the Egyptian in the sand, but the news reached the throne anyway. That is how 
flesh works out in the end. It acts secretly, covers quickly, and then discovers that its 
hidden thing has a voice of its own. Pharaoh heard. The palace heard. The matter climbed 
out of the sand, traveled through human mouths, and reached the ears of the king. Moses 
may have thought he had managed the evidence, but God allowed the thing to surface. The 
buried deed became public trouble. 

This is one of the great mercies of God, even though it feels like judgment when it happens. 
If Moses’ act had remained hidden, he might have continued under the illusion that his 
method was workable. He might have mistaken secrecy for success. He might have 
thought a little violence, a little sand, and a little calculation could begin the deliverance of 
Israel. So God let Pharaoh hear. The exposure was painful, but it was necessary. God would 
not allow Moses’ first act of flesh to become the foundation of the Exodus. The LORD was 
going to deliver Israel in a way that declared His own name, not in a way that advertised 
Moses’ temper. 

There is a warning here for anyone who thinks buried things stay buried simply because 
men have not yet discovered them. “Be sure your sin will find you out” is not a proverb from 
some old preacher; it is Bible. Numbers 32:23 says it plainly. Moses had to learn that sand 
cannot muffle a testimony God intends to uncover. Pharaoh heard what Moses tried to 
bury, and once Pharaoh heard it, Moses’ first attempt was finished. But that was exactly the 
point. God was not just exposing an act; He was ending a method. The flesh had acted, the 
sand had failed, and now the prince had to flee. 

Chapter Two - The Palace That Raised Him Could Not Save Him 

Moses had been raised in Pharaoh’s house, but now Pharaoh sought to slay him. Think 
about the reversal. The house that had preserved him as a child now became the source of 



his danger as a man. The system that educated him now wanted him dead. The throne that 
gave him access now became the throne from which his death was desired. That ought to 
teach every Bible believer something about the world. The world can raise a man, train a 
man, name a man, and use a man, but the moment that man’s identity with God’s people 
becomes a threat to its power, the world will turn on him. 

Egypt was never Moses’ true home in the purpose of God. It had a temporary role in God’s 
providence, but it was not his security. It could feed him, clothe him, educate him, and give 
him rank, but it could not protect him when God began separating him from it. That is how 
the world often works. It smiles while it owns you, praises while it benefits from you, and 
protects while you are useful to its system. But when you step across the line and identify 
with the people of God, the world’s affection turns thin very quickly. Moses found out that 
Pharaoh’s house was no refuge once Pharaoh saw him as a threat. 

This is why trusting worldly position is such a dangerous thing. A man may think his access, 
name, rank, connections, or past privileges will protect him, but Egypt is not a covenant 
friend. Egypt is Egypt. The same empire that raised Moses was still the empire that 
enslaved Israel. The same palace that took him in was connected to the policy that 
murdered Hebrew babies. Moses had to learn that Egypt’s favor was not the same thing as 
God’s presence. When the heat came, Pharaoh’s house could not save him. The only safe 
place for Moses would eventually be the will of God, but he had not yet learned that in full. 

Chapter Three - His First Attempt Died Before His Calling Did 

This is the mercy hidden under the ruin: Moses’ first attempt died, but Moses’ calling did 
not. There is a great difference between God burying a method and God abandoning a man. 
Moses’ plan collapsed. His act of deliverance failed. His brethren did not rally. Pharaoh 
sought his life. He fled into exile. On the surface, everything looked over. But God was not 
done. The deliverer was not ready, but the deliverer was still chosen. The method was 
wrong, but the burden was not meaningless. The first attempt became a funeral, but not 
the funeral of God’s purpose. 

This matters because many men cannot tell the difference between the collapse of their 
flesh and the cancellation of their calling. When their first plan fails, they assume God is 
finished. When their first effort ends in embarrassment, they think the whole future is gone. 
When their zeal creates a mess, they either harden themselves in pride or drown 
themselves in despair. Moses could have done either. But from God’s side, Midian was not 
the trash heap of a ruined life; it was the training ground for a future mission. The first 
Moses had to die so that the Moses God could use would be formed. 



A failed first attempt can be one of the most important funerals in a man’s life. It may bury 
the version of him that would have destroyed the work later. It may bury the impatience, the 
temper, the self-confidence, the need to be recognized, the secret desire to prove himself, 
and the fantasy that spiritual work can be accomplished by natural force. If God lets that 
version die, do not dig it back up. Moses did not need to resurrect his first attempt. He 
needed to leave Egypt and enroll in God’s desert school. The LORD was not done with him, 
but He was done with the man who thought one dead Egyptian could begin Israel’s 
redemption. 

Chapter Four - Flight Was Humiliation, But It Was Also Separation 

The Bible says, “But Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh.” That is a humiliating sentence 
for a man raised in royal surroundings. Moses did not leave Egypt in triumph at this point. 
He left as a fugitive. He did not march out with Israel behind him. He ran out with Pharaoh 
behind him. He did not leave with spoils in his hand. He left with fear in his heart. He did 
not leave because Egypt had been judged. He left because his own deed had been 
exposed. That kind of departure is humbling, and God allowed Moses to feel it. 

But flight was not only humiliation; it was separation. God was cutting Moses loose from 
Egypt in a way Moses could not easily reverse. Sometimes God has to close a door so 
completely that a man cannot keep one foot in the old world while pretending to move 
toward God’s purpose. Pharaoh sought to slay Moses, and that meant the palace was no 
longer an option. Moses could not go back and smooth things over. He could not reclaim 
his old life. He could not restore the old arrangement. The bridge had burned behind him, 
and the desert was ahead. 

That kind of separation can feel like disaster, but it may be mercy. God knows how easily a 
man will run back to what is familiar if the door remains open. Egypt was familiar to Moses. 
Midian was not. Egypt had rank. Midian had obscurity. Egypt had palaces. Midian had wells 
and sheep. Egypt had the memory of his youth. Midian had the uncertainty of exile. But 
God’s preparation was not going to happen in the palace. It was going to happen in the 
desert. So the flight that looked like defeat also became the separation that made 
preparation possible. 

Chapter Five - God Relocated Him to the Place His Pride Would Starve 

Moses “dwelt in the land of Midian.” That is another simple phrase with tremendous weight. 
He did not merely pass through Midian. He dwelt there. He settled into a place far removed 
from Pharaoh’s court, far removed from Egyptian power, far removed from the setting where 
he had been somebody. Midian was not a stage for Moses’ greatness. It was not a place to 



showcase his Egyptian training. It was not a place where men bowed because he had been 
raised in Pharaoh’s house. Midian was where his pride would starve. 

God knows where to put a man when He wants to humble him. He knows how to remove 
the applause, the titles, the noise, the platform, the familiar comforts, and the illusion of 
importance. For Moses, that place was Midian. There he would no longer be Pharaoh’s 
household figure. He would become a stranger, a husband, a father, and a shepherd. He 
would learn to live without the palace. He would learn to serve without recognition. He 
would learn that life goes on when the world forgets your name. He would learn the slow, 
ordinary, hidden disciplines that Egyptian royalty could never teach him. 

That is one of the hardest lessons in God’s school. A man’s pride does not usually die in the 
environment that feeds it. It dies when God removes the food. If the pride feeds on 
applause, God may send silence. If it feeds on position, God may send obscurity. If it feeds 
on being needed, God may send a season where nobody calls. If it feeds on power, God 
may give sheep instead of subjects. Moses had to dwell in Midian because the man who 
ran ahead of God needed a place where haste had no throne. In the desert, pride would 
have little to eat, and humility could begin to grow. 

Chapter Six - The Well Was the First Stop in a New Classroom 

Exodus 2:15 ends with a quiet detail: “and he sat down by a well.” That is a remarkable 
picture. Moses had fled from Pharaoh, left Egypt behind, entered Midian, and sat down by a 
well. He was no longer acting, striking, hiding, or running in that moment. He sat. The man 
who had moved too quickly was forced into stillness. The man who had tried to begin 
deliverance by force was now seated beside a source of water in a strange land. God was 
slowing him down. 

Wells in Scripture often become places of providential meeting and transition. Abraham’s 
servant found Rebekah by a well. Jacob met Rachel by a well. Moses would soon encounter 
the daughters of Reuel by a well. The well marks a change in the scene. It is where the 
fugitive begins the next chapter of his life. God did not speak from the burning bush yet. He 
did not hand Moses a rod yet. He did not send him back yet. First, Moses sat down by a 
well. Sometimes before God gives the next command, He simply brings a man to a place 
where he has to stop. 

There is a lesson here about forced stillness. Many men cannot be taught because they will 
not sit down. They are always moving, striking, planning, posting, reacting, building, 
answering, fighting, and forcing. Moses had been that kind of man in the previous scene. 
But now he sits by a well in Midian. The first attempt is dead. The old world is behind him. 
The future is unclear. The wilderness is in front of him. And God is not rushing to explain all 



forty years at once. He begins with a well. He begins with a pause. He begins with the man 
learning that after flesh collapses, the next step is not always a new campaign. Sometimes 
it is sitting down where God has brought you. 

Chapter Seven - The Fugitive Was Not Finished 

The most hopeful truth in Exodus 2:15 is that Moses fled, but Moses was not finished. 
Pharaoh sought to slay him, but Pharaoh did not have the final word over his life. The 
Hebrews questioned him, but their rejection did not erase God’s purpose. His first act 
failed, but failure did not outrank providence. Moses became a fugitive, but in God’s plan he 
was becoming a student. He thought he was escaping death, and he was; but more than 
that, he was being relocated to the place where God would spend forty years making him 
useful. 

This is where the story becomes a comfort to any believer who has watched a first attempt 
collapse. Not every collapse is the end. Some are the funeral of the wrong method. Some 
are the burial of the wrong confidence. Some are the dismantling of a fleshly approach so 
God can prepare a spiritual servant. Moses’ mistake was serious. His flesh was real. His 
fear was real. His flight was real. But so was God’s purpose. The LORD had preserved that 
baby in the ark of bulrushes, and He was not going to lose the man in Midian. 

God can do more with a humbled fugitive than with a self-confident prince. That is the irony 
of Exodus 2. Moses looked less useful after he fled Egypt, but in reality he was closer to 
being usable than before. The palace had made him impressive, but the collapse made him 
reachable. The failure opened the road to the desert. The desert would lead to the flock. 
The flock would lead to the backside of the desert. The backside of the desert would lead to 
the burning bush. The burning bush would lead back to Egypt. The fugitive was not finished. 
He was on his way to the place where God prepares men no palace can produce. 

Conclusion 

Moses’ first attempt at deliverance ended in failure, fear, and flight. That is the plain truth of 
Exodus 2:15. Pharaoh heard the matter and sought to slay him. Moses fled from the face of 
Pharaoh and dwelt in Midian. His first effort did not bring Israel out. It did not humble 
Pharaoh. It did not produce national deliverance. It produced exposure, danger, and exile. 
But that failure was not the end of Moses’ life. It was the death of Moses’ first method. God 
buried the wrong beginning so Moses would never mistake it for the true work of God. 

That is a lesson worth carrying. God may let a man’s first plan become a funeral because 
that plan was too full of flesh to live. He may let the thing collapse so completely that there 
is no way to revive it. He may let Pharaoh hear. He may let the door close. He may let the 
man run. He may let the old identity die in the rearview mirror. Not because God delights in 



crushing a man for nothing, but because He is too holy to build His work on impatience, 
temper, secrecy, and self-confidence. The collapse may feel like the end, but it may be the 
doorway to the desert classroom. 

The fugitive was not finished. That is the hope. Moses sat down by a well in Midian, but 
heaven was not done writing his story. Forty years later, the man who fled from Pharaoh 
would stand before Pharaoh. The man who left Egypt in fear would return with the word of 
the LORD. The man whose first attempt became a funeral would one day lead Israel out by 
God’s power. When your first attempt becomes your funeral, do not assume God has 
buried His purpose. He may have only buried the version of you that could not carry it. 

 

 

6 of 40 Lessons Moses Had to Learn in the Desert - The Backside Was Better Than the 
Palace 

Key Passage: Exodus 3:1 
“Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law, the priest of Midian: and he led the 
flock to the backside of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, even to Horeb.” 

Introduction 

There is a phrase in Exodus 3:1 that ought to be written across the heart of every Bible 
believer who has ever felt hidden, delayed, buried, overlooked, or forgotten: “the backside 
of the desert.” That is where Moses was when God began to reveal Himself in the burning 
bush. Not in Pharaoh’s court. Not in a palace hall. Not among Egyptian scholars. Not before 
a cheering crowd. Not in the place where men would have expected a great leader to 
receive a great commission. Moses was keeping the flock of Jethro his father in law, leading 
sheep through dry country, doing ordinary work in an out-of-the-way place. The man who 
had once been learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians and mighty in words and deeds 
was now a shepherd in Midian, watching another man’s flock in a place the world would 
never have chosen for greatness. 

That is the irony of God’s preparation. The world would have looked at Moses in Midian and 
called it demotion, exile, wasted talent, failure, irrelevance, and the sad ending of a man 
who once had potential. Egypt had been the place of education, rank, recognition, and 
access. Midian looked like obscurity. Egypt had marble, gold, idols, armies, libraries, 
priests, offices, and power. Midian had dust, sheep, wells, family life, desert paths, silence, 
and repetition. But the Bible does not measure a place by its architecture. It measures a 



place by whether God is there. And in Exodus 3, the backside of the desert was better than 
the palace because the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob met Moses there. 

This is one of the great lessons Moses had to learn in the desert: hidden places can be 
holier than public platforms when God is doing the hiding. A man can be in a palace and be 
spiritually unready, and a man can be behind the desert and be standing at the edge of 
divine revelation. Moses did not meet God in the place where Egypt had made him 
somebody. He met God in the place where God had made him nothing. The backside was 
not merely punishment for past failure; it became the appointed place where the LORD 
would speak, call, commission, and reveal His name. Pharaoh’s palace had trained Moses 
to understand Egypt, but the backside of the desert brought Moses to the mountain of God. 

Chapter One - The Place Men Call Wasted May Be God’s Workshop 

Men are terrible judges of hidden seasons. If they cannot see progress, they assume 
nothing is happening. If they cannot measure success, they assume failure. If there is no 
crowd, no title, no noise, no announcement, no visible promotion, and no public fruit, they 
call it wasted time. Moses in Midian would have looked wasted to Egypt. Here was a man 
raised in Pharaoh’s house, educated in the greatest learning of the day, trained around 
power, and uniquely familiar with the system oppressing Israel. Yet for forty years he was 
out of sight, keeping sheep in the desert. To the natural eye, that is a tragic misuse of talent. 
To the spiritual eye, that is God’s workshop. 

God’s workshop does not always look like a workshop. Sometimes it looks like exile. 
Sometimes it looks like silence. Sometimes it looks like a man doing the same ordinary 
duty day after day while the great world moves on without him. But God was not wasting 
Moses. He was working on Moses. Every dry mile, every wandering sheep, every night under 
desert stars, every trip to water, every season of obscurity, every year away from Egyptian 
applause was part of the schooling. God was doing something in Moses that could never 
have been done in Pharaoh’s palace. The palace had fed his importance; the desert starved 
it. The palace had shown him power; the desert showed him dependence. The palace had 
trained his mind; the desert trained his spirit. 

That ought to comfort a man who feels like he is on the backside of something. You may not 
be where you thought you would be. You may not be seen the way you thought you would 
be seen. You may feel as if your best opportunities have passed and your life has been 
moved to the edges. But if God is in it, the backside is not wasted. The LORD can do more in 
a hidden man with a yielded heart than in a visible man full of himself. Moses had to learn 
that a place does not have to look important to be important. It only has to be the place 
where God is preparing the servant. 



Chapter Two - Moses Kept Another Man’s Flock Before God Gave Him His Own 

Exodus 3:1 does not say Moses was managing his own great estate or building his own 
movement in Midian. It says, “Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law.” That 
detail matters. Moses was caring for another man’s sheep. The former palace man, the 
man learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, the man who once supposed his brethren 
would have understood that God by his hand would deliver them, is now tending Jethro’s 
flock. That is humbling. It is one thing to lead when the flock is yours, the name is yours, the 
platform is yours, and the credit is yours. It is another thing to be faithful with what belongs 
to another man. 

God used that very arrangement to teach Moses. Before Moses could lead Israel, the LORD 
put him in a place where he had to serve without ownership, labor without applause, and 
watch over lives that did not increase his personal fame. Sheep do not flatter a man. Sheep 
do not care what school he attended. Sheep do not ask whether he was once connected to 
Pharaoh’s house. They require patience, care, vigilance, discipline, endurance, and 
humility. The prince who had lived around servants now had to become a servant. The man 
who had once been associated with power now had to carry the burden of sheep. 

This is one reason the backside was better than the palace. The palace could have taught 
Moses command, but it could not teach him shepherd care. Pharaoh ruled by force. A 
shepherd leads by watchfulness. Pharaoh’s system drove men under bondage. A shepherd 
must guide weak creatures toward water and pasture. God was not preparing Moses to be a 
second Pharaoh. He was preparing him to be the shepherd-leader of Israel under the 
authority of the LORD. If a man cannot be faithful with Jethro’s flock, he is not ready for 
God’s flock. Moses had to learn that hidden faithfulness with another man’s sheep was 
part of preparation for public responsibility over God’s people. 

Chapter Three - The Backside Removes the Audience So God Can Address the Man 

There is no crowd in Exodus 3:1. There is no audience applauding Moses for his endurance. 
There are no Egyptian officers admiring his leadership potential. There are no Hebrews 
gathered around saying, “This is our deliverer.” There is just Moses, the flock, the desert, 
and the mountain of God. That absence of an audience is not an accident. God often 
removes the audience so He can address the man. A man who is always performing before 
people may never hear what God is trying to say to him. The noise of public life can drown 
out the dealing of God in the conscience. 

The backside of the desert stripped Moses of performance. He was not acting for Pharaoh’s 
court. He was not trying to impress Egypt. He was not trying to convince Israel. He was 
doing the same common work he had likely done for years. That kind of obscurity is where 



God exposes what a man really is. When nobody is clapping, will he still be faithful? When 
nobody is watching, will he still keep the flock? When nobody is promoting him, will he still 
do the duty in front of him? When nobody knows his name anymore, will he still walk the 
path God has allowed? The backside tests the difference between calling and vanity. 

Modern religion often wants a platform before a man has a message from God. It wants 
visibility before brokenness. It wants influence before holy fear. It wants the microphone 
before the mountain. But God does not need an audience to prepare a man. He needs 
access to the man’s heart. Moses had to learn that the greatest meetings in a man’s life 
may happen when nobody else is invited. No committee watched the bush burn. No 
Egyptian scribe recorded the private trembling of Moses. No public relations man shaped 
the announcement. God met Moses in the hidden place because the hidden place was 
exactly where Moses needed to be. 

Chapter Four - The Mountain of God Was Reached by Ordinary Faithfulness 

The verse says Moses “led the flock to the backside of the desert, and came to the 
mountain of God, even to Horeb.” That is a tremendous progression. He did not come to 
Horeb while chasing fame. He came there while leading sheep. He did not stumble into the 
mountain of God while trying to restart his Egyptian ambition. He came there through the 
path of ordinary faithfulness. God brought him to holy ground through daily duty. The man 
was not doing something spectacular when God interrupted him. He was doing his job. 

That teaches a lesson many people do not want. They want God’s great revelations while 
neglecting common obedience. They want a burning bush while refusing to keep the flock. 
They want Horeb without the daily path that leads there. But God often places divine 
appointments along the road of ordinary responsibility. Moses was where he was supposed 
to be, doing what he was supposed to be doing, when God revealed Himself. He was not in 
rebellion. He was not scheming. He was not trying to force the old plan back to life. He was 
leading sheep, and that road brought him to the mountain of God. 

This is why a believer should never despise the plain duty in front of him. The will of God is 
not always dramatic at the moment. Sometimes it is caring for your family, doing honest 
work, keeping your word, serving where you are, reading your Bible, praying when nobody 
sees, helping someone weaker, and being faithful in the small thing. The mountain of God 
may be reached through tasks that look ordinary. Moses had to learn that God can hide 
divine appointments in daily obedience. The backside of the desert was better than the 
palace because the palace had no burning bush for him, but the path of faithfulness did. 

Chapter Five - The World Sees Demotion, God Sees Preparation 



From Egypt’s perspective, Moses’ life had gone downward. He had gone from Pharaoh’s 
household to Midian, from royal connection to shepherd labor, from recognition to 
obscurity, from influence to isolation. The world would call that a fall. It would say Moses 
had lost his chance, ruined his future, squandered his training, and become irrelevant. But 
God does not read a man’s life through Egyptian categories. What men call demotion, God 
may call preparation. What men call exile, God may call separation. What men call wasted 
talent, God may call sanctified waiting. 

The Bible is full of this kind of reversal. Joseph went down into a pit and then a prison before 
he stood before Pharaoh. David was taken from the sheepfolds, not from a royal academy. 
Elijah was hidden by a brook before Carmel. Paul went into Arabia after his conversion 
before the full course of his ministry unfolded. The Lord Himself, though perfectly sinless 
and infinitely greater than all, lived in obscurity in Nazareth before His public ministry, and 
Hebrews 5:8 says, “Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he 
suffered.” God is not embarrassed by hidden preparation. Men are. 

Moses had to learn not to judge his life by Egypt’s scale of importance. Egypt valued title, 
power, court access, and visible influence. God valued meekness, obedience, 
dependence, and shepherd character. Egypt would have promoted Moses too early. God 
hid him until he was ready. Egypt made him a prince. God made him a shepherd. Egypt 
taught him to stand among rulers. God taught him to stand alone before a bush and 
tremble at holy ground. The backside was better than the palace because the backside 
produced what the palace never could. 

Chapter Six - Hidden Places Can Become Holy Ground 

The backside of the desert was not holy because desert dirt is naturally holy. It became 
holy because God manifested Himself there. Exodus 3:5 says, “Draw not nigh hither: put off 
thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground.” That is 
astonishing. The place men would have ignored became holy ground because the LORD 
was there. The palace, with all its gold and grandeur, was full of idols and pride. The desert, 
with all its emptiness, became the place of divine revelation. That tells you something 
about how God judges places. 

Men are impressed by buildings, crowds, history, money, ceremony, and atmosphere. God 
is interested in truth, holiness, and His own presence. A cathedral full of idols is not holy 
because men whisper in it. A palace full of power is not holy because kings sit in it. A 
platform is not holy because lights shine on it. A desert bush becomes holy when God 
reveals Himself there. Moses had to learn that God is not confined to places men call 



important. The LORD can make a patch of desert ground more sacred than the throne room 
of the mightiest empire on earth. 

That truth should cure a lot of religious foolishness. People chase impressive settings while 
neglecting the presence of God. They want the grand environment, the sacred mood, the 
polished production, the visible prestige. But God can meet a man in a quiet room with an 
open King James Bible. God can deal with a man in a hospital bed, a prison cell, a garage, a 
field, a truck, a wilderness, a hard season, or a lonely place. Hidden places can become 
holy ground when God is there. The backside was better than the palace because Moses 
did not need Egypt’s atmosphere; he needed God’s presence. 

Chapter Seven - The Backside Became the Doorway Back to Egypt 

The most surprising thing about the backside of the desert is that it became the doorway 
back to Egypt. Moses fled Egypt and ended up in Midian, but God met him in Midian to send 
him back to Egypt. That is how God works. He may take a man away from the very place He 
later sends him, not because the mission is cancelled, but because the man must be 
changed before he can return. Moses left Egypt as a fugitive. He would return as a 
messenger. He left because Pharaoh sought his life. He would return to stand before 
Pharaoh with the words of God. He left with fear. He would return with a rod and a 
commission. 

The backside was not the end of the road. It was the turning point. It was where the past 
failure, the present humility, and the future calling all met under the fire of God. Moses had 
probably walked desert miles for years without knowing that one day the whole direction of 
his life would change beside a bush that burned and was not consumed. That is another 
reason not to despise hidden seasons. You do not know when God will turn the place of 
obscurity into the place of calling. You do not know when the long ordinary road will 
become the road to Horeb. You do not know when God will speak from the place you 
thought was only barren. 

Moses had to learn that the backside was better than the palace because the backside put 
him where God wanted him for the next command. The palace had been part of God’s 
providence, but it was not the place of the commission. Midian looked like the aftermath of 
failure, but it became the platform for revelation. The desert looked like the place where 
Moses disappeared, but it became the place where God found him openly and called him 
by name. A man who belongs to God is never lost when he is hidden by God. He is simply 
being kept until the bush burns. 

Conclusion 



The backside of the desert was better than the palace because God was there. That is the 
heart of the lesson. Pharaoh’s court had wealth, education, power, and reputation, but it 
could not give Moses what he received at Horeb. It could not give him holy ground. It could 
not give him the voice of the LORD. It could not give him the revelation of the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. It could not give him “I AM THAT I AM.” It could not commission 
him with divine authority. The palace made Moses visible to men, but the backside made 
him ready for God. 

This should change the way we look at hidden places. The world worships visibility. The 
flesh craves recognition. Modern religion is drunk on platforms, titles, applause, and public 
importance. But God does not need those things to prepare a servant. He can do His 
deepest work away from the crowd. He can take a man out of the center and put him on the 
backside until the noise dies down, the pride starves, the ambition cools, the hands learn 
service, and the ears are ready to hear. Hidden does not mean useless. Obscure does not 
mean abandoned. The backside may be the very place where God is doing the work that 
will matter most. 

Moses did not meet God where men would have expected. He met Him while keeping 
another man’s flock on the backside of the desert. That tells the whole story. The prince 
had become a shepherd, the exile had become a student, the forgotten place had become 
holy ground, and the desert had become better than the palace. When God is preparing a 
man, the backside is not a waste. It is a workshop, a sanctuary, a classroom, and 
sometimes the doorway to the very calling a man thought he had lost forever. 

 

 

7 of 40 Lessons Moses Had to Learn in the Desert - Watching Another Man’s Sheep 

Key Passage: Exodus 3:1 
“Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law, the priest of Midian: and he led the 
flock to the backside of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, even to Horeb.” 

Introduction 

There is a detail in Exodus 3:1 that a careless reader will pass over too quickly, but it is one 
of the greatest lessons in the making of Moses: “Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his 
father in law.” Moses was not keeping his own flock. He was not managing his own empire. 
He was not building his own personal kingdom. He was not guarding his own wealth, his 
own name, his own movement, his own institution, or his own inheritance. He was keeping 
another man’s sheep. The former palace man, the man raised in Pharaoh’s house, the man 



learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, the man mighty in words and in deeds, was now 
in Midian watching over the flock of his father in law. That is the kind of sentence God writes 
when He is trying to kill the vanity out of a man. 

This was no small humiliation. Moses had once lived around Egyptian power, royal access, 
and the machinery of the greatest kingdom of his day. He had known rank, refinement, and 
reputation. He had seen men move at the command of Pharaoh. He had understood what it 
meant to be somebody in the eyes of the world. But now the LORD allowed him to spend 
years in the desert with sheep that did not even belong to him. There was no applause in 
that. There was no immediate glory. There was no platform to advertise his gifting. There 
was no great public recognition attached to it. It was slow, ordinary, hidden, repetitive, and 
humbling. And that is exactly why God used it. Before Moses could lead God’s people, he 
had to learn how to be faithful with another man’s flock. 

That lesson cuts straight across the grain of modern religion. We live in a day when men are 
drunk on platforms, titles, personal kingdoms, brands, followings, ministries named after 
themselves, faces on every poster, and a constant hunger to own something, run 
something, control something, and be recognized for something. But God put Moses in a 
place where the work mattered even when the ownership did not belong to him. That is a 
lesson every servant has to learn. If a man cannot be faithful with another man’s sheep, 
why should God trust him with God’s people? If he cannot serve before he owns, labor 
before he is known, watch before he is praised, and care when the credit goes elsewhere, 
then he is not ready for holy responsibility. Moses had to learn that humble service is not 
beneath a future leader. It is often the making of one. 

Chapter One - The Prince Was Put Under Another Man’s Roof 

Moses had been raised in Pharaoh’s house, but in Midian he was attached to Jethro’s 
house. That is a tremendous reversal. In Egypt, Moses had been connected to the royal 
household of a world empire. In Midian, he was connected to the family of a priest in a 
strange land. Exodus 2:21 says, “And Moses was content to dwell with the man: and he 
gave Moses Zipporah his daughter.” That phrase “content to dwell with the man” tells you 
something about the breaking of Moses. The man who once had palace connection is now 
content to dwell with Jethro. He is no longer insisting on a throne, no longer demanding 
recognition, no longer acting as though the world owes him a platform. He is living under 
another man’s roof, in another man’s land, among people he did not grow up with. 

That kind of arrangement is humbling, especially for a man with Moses’ background. Many 
men can serve when they control the terms, but they cannot serve when they are under 
another man’s roof. Many men can work if their name is on the sign, but they cannot work if 



they are part of someone else’s household. Many men can speak loudly about leadership, 
but they cannot endure the quiet discipline of being under authority. Moses had to live in a 
place where he was not Pharaoh’s adopted grandson, not Egypt’s promising leader, and not 
Israel’s accepted deliverer. He was a son in law, a husband, a father, and a shepherd under 
Jethro’s arrangement. 

God uses that kind of humbling. Before a man can safely exercise authority, he needs to 
learn what it is to be under authority. Before he can lead, he must learn how to dwell, serve, 
listen, labor, and accept boundaries. The Lord Jesus Christ Himself, though infinitely 
greater than Moses and without sin, entered into earthly submission in His incarnation. 
Luke 2:51 says of Him as a child, “and was subject unto them.” If the sinless Son of God 
was willing to take the low place in perfect obedience, who does fallen man think he is 
when he despises humble placement? Moses had to learn that being under another man’s 
roof was not an interruption of preparation. It was preparation. 

Chapter Two - Another Man’s Sheep Exposed the Need for Stewardship 

The sheep belonged to Jethro, but Moses kept them. That is stewardship. A steward 
handles what belongs to another. First Corinthians 4:2 says, “Moreover it is required in 
stewards, that a man be found faithful.” It does not say famous. It does not say applauded. 
It does not say constantly recognized. It says faithful. Moses’ work in Midian was not 
ownership work; it was stewardship work. He had to care for life that had been placed in his 
hands without pretending that the flock was his personal possession. He had to watch, 
lead, guide, protect, and provide, but he did not own the sheep. That was a perfect lesson 
for the future leader of Israel, because Israel would never belong to Moses either. Israel 
belonged to God. 

That is one of the most important lessons in spiritual responsibility. The flock is never truly 
the man’s flock. In this present age, when Paul speaks to the elders at Ephesus, he says in 
Acts 20:28, “feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.” That is 
strong language. The church of God is not purchased with a preacher’s personality, not 
purchased with a board’s policies, not purchased with a denomination’s papers, not 
purchased with a ministry brand, and not purchased with a man’s charisma. It is purchased 
with His own blood. So any man who treats God’s people like personal property has already 
lost his mind spiritually. Moses was learning the lesson in type and principle long before he 
had Israel in the wilderness: you do not own what God only lets you steward. 

Watching another man’s sheep teaches a man to separate responsibility from possession. 
That is badly needed. Some men want responsibility because they secretly want 
possession. They want to lead so they can control. They want a ministry so they can own 



people. They want followers so they can feed their ego. They want authority so they can 
build a little Pharaoh system with Bible language painted on the door. Moses had already 
come out of Egypt geographically, but God was teaching him not to lead like Egypt 
spiritually. Pharaoh owned slaves. A shepherd cares for sheep. That difference had to be 
burned into Moses before he could stand between God and Israel. 

Chapter Three - Faithfulness Without Ownership Kills the Ego 

There is something in the flesh that wants ownership because ownership feeds pride. If it is 
“my flock,” “my work,” “my people,” “my platform,” “my ministry,” “my movement,” and “my 
name,” then the ego has a place to sit like a little king. But Moses was watching Jethro’s 
sheep. That means the daily labor did not inflate his personal empire. He could not count 
the flock and brag as though the increase proved his greatness. He could not point to the 
sheep and say, “Look what belongs to me.” His duty was to care for what was entrusted, not 
to glory in what he possessed. 

That kind of service crucifies vanity. It teaches a man to do right because it is right, not 
because it increases his visibility. It teaches him to be careful even when the credit is not 
his. It teaches him to labor even when the reward is hidden. It teaches him that faithfulness 
is not a performance for applause but a duty before God. If a sheep wandered, Moses had 
to recover it. If the flock needed water, Moses had to lead it. If danger approached, Moses 
had to protect it. None of that became less important because the flock belonged to Jethro. 
The test of character is whether a man will care for another man’s charge as carefully as he 
would care for his own. 

This is why God often puts a man in service before He gives him authority. The servant’s 
place exposes motives. If a man cannot serve because his name is not on the work, he is 
not ready. If he cannot labor unless he receives immediate recognition, he is not ready. If he 
cannot be trusted with another man’s flock, he is not ready for God’s people. Luke 16:12 
says, “And if ye have not been faithful in that which is another man’s, who shall give you 
that which is your own?” That verse is a sword through the belly of modern ambition. Moses 
had to learn that faithfulness with another man’s sheep was not beneath him. It was the 
proof that Egypt’s ego was being starved out of him. 

Chapter Four - Sheep Do Not Care About a Man’s Former Reputation 

Sheep are not impressed by a man’s résumé. They do not care whether Moses had been 
raised in Pharaoh’s house. They do not gather around and ask him about Egyptian wisdom. 
They do not applaud his history or ask for stories about the palace. Sheep require care, not 
credentials. That is exactly the kind of humbling Moses needed. Egypt may have taught him 
to think in terms of rank and recognition, but sheep reduce a man to faithfulness. Either he 



leads them to water or he does not. Either he watches them or he does not. Either he 
endures their slowness or he does not. Former reputation does not keep the flock alive. 

That lesson would matter later. Israel in the wilderness would not be carried by Moses’ past 
reputation either. When the people were thirsty, they would not be satisfied by Moses 
saying, “I was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians.” When they were hungry, they 
would not be fed by stories of palace life. When they were afraid at the Red sea, they would 
not be steadied by his childhood connection to Pharaoh’s daughter. The work would require 
present dependence on God, present obedience to God’s word, present patience, and 
present leadership under pressure. God was stripping Moses of the delusion that old 
credentials can substitute for daily faithfulness. 

There is a warning here for anyone living on what he used to be. Some men are always 
talking about where they studied, who they knew, what they built, what they once did, what 
they once suffered, what doors once opened, or what titles they once carried. But sheep 
need care today. God’s people need truth today. The battle needs faithfulness today. 
Yesterday’s palace does not water today’s flock. Moses had to learn that former reputation 
is nothing in the face of present responsibility. The desert does not bow to your history. 
Sheep do not bow to your résumé. God looks for faithfulness now. 

Chapter Five - Shepherd Work Taught What Palace Life Never Could 

Pharaoh’s house could teach Moses the machinery of empire, but it could not teach him 
the heart of a shepherd. Shepherd work is slow. Shepherd work is repetitive. Shepherd work 
requires watchfulness when nothing dramatic seems to be happening. Shepherd work 
requires attention to the weak, the wandering, the stubborn, and the endangered. A prince 
may learn how to issue orders, but a shepherd learns how to guide life. God knew Moses 
would need shepherd lessons more than palace polish for the work ahead. 

Israel would not be easy to lead. They would murmur over water, complain over food, fear 
giants, turn back in heart toward Egypt, make a golden calf, accuse Moses, challenge 
Moses, and wear him down until he cried to God under the burden. If Moses had only 
known the methods of Pharaoh, he might have crushed them. If he had only known 
command and control, he might have treated Israel like Egypt treated slaves. But God was 
teaching him another way. The shepherd must sometimes rebuke, sometimes guide, 
sometimes wait, sometimes carry, sometimes protect, and sometimes stand between the 
flock and danger. 

This is why the Bible’s model of leadership is so often shepherding, not empire building. 
David was taken from the sheepfolds. The Lord Jesus Christ said in John 10:11, “I am the 
good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.” In this age, Paul tells elders 



to feed the church of God. God does not need religious Pharaohs with whips. He needs 
men who know that sheep are weak, foolish, needy, valuable, and not theirs to abuse. 
Moses had to learn shepherd work because God’s people needed a shepherd, not another 
Egyptian taskmaster with Hebrew blood. 

Chapter Six - The Hidden Flock Prepared Him for the Public Burden 

The flock of Jethro was hidden, but the training was not small. Hidden training often 
prepares a man for public burdens he cannot yet imagine. Moses probably did not wake up 
every morning thinking, “Today I am being prepared to lead Israel through the wilderness.” 
He was simply keeping the flock. But God knew. God knew that every ordinary shepherding 
task was forming habits Moses would need later. Finding water, moving slowly, watching 
danger, enduring frustration, and guiding stubborn creatures through barren places were 
not random duties. They were a rehearsal. 

This is how God often works. The thing you think is only survival may be preparation. The 
job you think is beneath you may be teaching you. The responsibility nobody praises may 
be forming you. The hidden duty may be developing muscles you will need when the public 
burden comes. Moses’ forty years in Midian were not wasted because God wastes nothing 
in the life of a man He is preparing. The daily work looked disconnected from Israel’s future, 
but it was directly connected. The desert was the same kind of place. The slowness was 
the same kind of test. The patience was the same kind of need. 

That is why a man should be careful not to despise hidden faithfulness. You do not always 
know what God is preparing you for. Moses had no full explanation for forty years. He did 
not receive a syllabus from heaven listing every lesson. He just kept the flock. But the God 
who sees the end from the beginning knew exactly what He was doing. If Moses could learn 
to keep Jethro’s flock in the wilderness, he would be better fitted to lead the LORD’s 
congregation in the wilderness. The hidden flock was not the destination. It was the training 
ground. 

Chapter Seven - God Met Him While He Was Serving, Not Promoting Himself 

The burning bush appeared while Moses was keeping the flock. That is worth noticing. God 
did not meet Moses while he was trying to rebuild his reputation. He did not meet him while 
he was organizing a campaign to return to Egypt. He did not meet him while Moses was 
writing speeches to prove he was still the deliverer. He met him in the path of service. 
Moses was doing humble work when divine revelation interrupted the ordinary day. That 
tells you a great deal about what God values. 

Many men are too busy promoting themselves to be interrupted by God. They are building 
their image, polishing their platform, defending their name, counting their influence, and 



chasing recognition. Moses was not doing that in Exodus 3:1. He was leading sheep. He 
was serving. He was doing the duty in front of him. And the road of humble duty brought 
him to Horeb, the mountain of God. The man watching another man’s sheep came to the 
place where God would call him by name. That is not an accident. God often meets a 
faithful man in the middle of a task the flesh would call small. 

This lesson rebukes the obsession with personal kingdoms. Everybody wants to be 
discovered, but few want to be faithful. Everybody wants to be followed, but few want to 
keep the flock. Everybody wants a burning bush moment, but few want years of ordinary 
obedience before it. Moses had to learn that the place of service is not a detour from the 
call of God. It may be the road to it. The LORD did not need Moses to advertise himself into 
usefulness. He found him serving in obscurity, watching another man’s sheep, and led him 
from that humble duty into the greatest commission of his life. 

Conclusion 

Moses had to learn the humility of watching another man’s sheep. That may sound small to 
the flesh, but it was enormous in the school of God. The former palace man had to care for 
a flock that did not belong to him. He had to serve under another man’s roof, labor without 
ownership, and be faithful without building his own name. That is the kind of thing God uses 
to kill vanity, expose motives, and teach stewardship. The sheep of Jethro became part of 
the preparation for the people of God. 

This lesson is badly needed in a generation addicted to platforms and personal kingdoms. 
Men want authority without service, recognition without faithfulness, ownership without 
stewardship, and influence without humility. But God’s order has not changed. “Moreover it 
is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.” If a man cannot handle another man’s 
flock with care, why should God trust him with greater responsibility? If he cannot serve 
when the work does not carry his name, what will he do when people start applauding? 
Moses had to be faithful when no one in Egypt was watching, because God was watching. 

The burning bush was waiting at the end of a road called humble service. Moses did not 
arrive there as a self-promoting prince. He arrived there as a shepherd keeping Jethro’s 
flock. That is the beauty of it. God met him while he was serving, not while he was building 
a personal empire. The man who learned to watch another man’s sheep would one day 
lead God’s people out of Egypt, through the Red sea, and into the wilderness under the 
hand of the LORD. Humble service was not beneath Moses. It was the making of him. 

 

 



8 of 40 Lessons Moses Had to Learn in the Desert - Sheep Move Slower Than Princes 

Key Passage: Psalm 37:7 
“Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for him: fret not thyself because of him who 
prospereth in his way...” 

Introduction 

There is a lesson in Moses’ life that cuts against every impatient bone in a man’s body: 
sheep move slower than princes. A prince can issue a command and expect immediate 
movement. A prince can point, decree, order, demand, and make men jump. A prince lives 
in a world of rank, authority, pressure, schedules, and visible results. But sheep are 
different. Sheep do not march like soldiers. Sheep do not respond like trained officers. 
Sheep wander, hesitate, scatter, fear, stumble, stop, and need to be guided again and 
again. Moses had lived around the machinery of Egypt, where commands moved men and 
power got results. Then God put him in Midian with sheep. That was not a wasted 
occupation. That was a divine attack on haste. 

Psalm 37:7 says, “Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for him.” That is not a verse the flesh 
enjoys. The flesh wants to move now, fix it now, answer now, strike now, post now, build 
now, force now, and see results now. Moses knew something about that. In Exodus 2, he 
saw an Egyptian smiting a Hebrew, and he acted immediately. He slew the Egyptian and hid 
him in the sand. The deed was bold, but it was not governed by patience. It was not born 
out of a clear command from the LORD. It was the act of a man who saw a real wrong and 
tried to force a deliverance before God sent him. So God took that man and put him in a 
school where nothing moved quickly. Sheep do not care about your urgency. They require 
patience. 

That is one reason the shepherd years mattered so much. God was preparing Moses for 
Israel. Israel would not be an easy flock. They would murmur, complain, fear, turn aside, 
talk about going back to Egypt, challenge Moses, question God’s provision, and need 
constant guidance through a wilderness. If Moses had led Israel with the temper of Exodus 
2, he would have destroyed them before they reached Sinai. So God slowed him down. He 
taught him the pace of shepherd life. He taught him that leadership is not merely 
command, but care. He taught him that stubborn creatures are not transformed by one 
burst of force. The man who would later guide Israel forty years through the wilderness first 
had to learn how slowly sheep learn to follow. 

Chapter One - Princes Command, But Shepherds Wait 

A prince is trained to think in terms of command. A word is given, an order is carried out, a 
servant moves, a soldier marches, a door opens, a matter is handled. That is the 



atmosphere Moses had known in Egypt. Pharaoh’s world was built on command from the 
top down. Men were driven, counted, organized, and forced. Egypt did not shepherd Israel; 
Egypt oppressed Israel. It got results by bondage, fear, and taskmasters. Moses had seen 
that kind of power. He knew what it looked like when authority moved quickly and men 
obeyed because they had no choice. 

But God was not preparing Moses to become a Hebrew Pharaoh. That is very important. 
The LORD was not going to deliver Israel out of Egypt just to put them under an Egyptian 
style of leadership with a Hebrew face. Moses had to become something different. A 
shepherd cannot lead like Pharaoh. Sheep cannot be handled like slaves under brick 
quotas. A shepherd waits, watches, repeats, corrects, guides, and bears with weakness. 
He cannot simply decree that the flock arrive refreshed at the next pasture. He has to lead 
them there at a pace they can endure. That is a world away from palace command. 

This is why Moses needed sheep before Israel. He had to learn that leadership under God is 
not the same as domination under Egypt. Spiritual leadership requires patience because 
people do not mature by decree. They do not learn faith by being shouted into growth. They 
do not stop fearing because a leader is irritated with their weakness. They need truth, 
correction, example, prayer, repetition, and time. God had to take the prince who knew 
command and turn him into the shepherd who could wait. Princes command; shepherds 
wait. Moses had to become a shepherd. 

Chapter Two - The Man Who Struck in Haste Had to Learn Slow Steps 

The Moses of Exodus 2 acted suddenly. He saw the Egyptian smiting the Hebrew, looked 
this way and that way, and killed the Egyptian. That was haste. It may have been wrapped in 
zeal, but it was still haste. He saw a wrong and moved immediately to force an outcome. 
But God’s deliverance of Israel would not come by one fast act. It would unfold through 
calling, signs, repeated confrontations with Pharaoh, plagues, Passover blood, departure, 
Red sea deliverance, wilderness provision, Sinai, and decades of leading. Moses’ first 
instinct was too fast for the work God had in mind. 

So the LORD put Moses in a life where haste accomplished almost nothing. Sheep do not 
become more manageable because the shepherd is in a hurry. They do not arrive faster 
because he is impatient. If anything, impatience makes the work worse. A foolish shepherd 
can scatter what he is supposed to guide. He can frighten what he is supposed to protect. 
He can drive the weak beyond their strength. He can turn care into cruelty because he 
wants movement more than he wants the welfare of the flock. Moses had to learn that slow 
steps are not always wasted steps. Sometimes they are the only steps the flock can take. 



That lesson would matter again and again with Israel. God did not lead Israel by the way of 
the land of the Philistines, although that was near, “lest peradventure the people repent 
when they see war, and they return to Egypt.” The LORD knew the people’s frame. He knew 
what they could and could not face. Moses had to learn the same kind of patience. He 
could not lead Israel like a man trying to prove his own courage. He had to lead them under 
God’s direction, at God’s pace, with God’s provision. The man who struck in haste had to 
be trained by slow steps. 

Chapter Three - Sheep Teach Repetition Better Than Egypt Ever Could 

Sheep need repetition. They do not learn a path once and become perfect followers forever. 
They wander again. They lag again. They need the same kinds of care again. A shepherd’s 
life is filled with repeated duties: watch again, gather again, lead again, water again, guard 
again, correct again, count again. There is very little glamour in that. It does not flatter a 
man who wants immediate results. It does not feed the ego of a former palace man who 
may have once imagined swift national deliverance. But it is exactly the kind of work that 
forms patience. 

Egypt could not teach Moses that kind of patience. Egypt was too full of force. Egypt worked 
by pressure, production, and output. Egypt wanted brick without straw. Egypt demanded 
results and crushed the weak to get them. Shepherding works by a different rhythm. It is 
not about squeezing production from slaves; it is about keeping a flock alive. Moses had to 
learn the repeated, patient, ordinary work of care because he would later deal with people 
who needed the same lessons over and over. Israel would see God provide water and then 
fear thirst again. They would see God provide food and then complain again. They would 
see God’s power and then doubt again. That is sheep-like. 

Any man who works with people will learn this or become bitter. People often learn slowly. 
Saints need reminders. Children need repeated correction. Families need patience. 
Churches need the same truths preached again and again. A man can preach something 
clearly and still have to preach it again. Paul said in Philippians 3:1, “To write the same 
things to you, to me indeed is not grievous, but for you it is safe.” Repetition is not failure 
when the flock needs safety. Moses had to learn from sheep that saying it once is not 
always enough. Feeding once is not enough. Watching once is not enough. Leading once is 
not enough. Shepherd work is repeated work. 

Chapter Four - Patience Is Not Weakness 

Some men confuse patience with weakness. They think if a man waits, he lacks conviction. 
If he bears long, he lacks courage. If he moves slowly, he lacks fire. That is not Bible. 
Patience is not weakness; it is strength under control. Moses did not need less courage. He 



needed courage governed by God. He did not need to become passive about evil. He 
needed to stop confusing impatience with spiritual power. There is a world of difference 
between a coward who refuses to act and a servant who waits until God says act. 

Psalm 37:7 says, “Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for him.” That verse does not mean 
the believer is to be lazy, indifferent, or spineless. It means he is not to fret himself into 
fleshly action because evil seems to prosper or because the wicked appear to move faster. 
Waiting on the LORD takes more faith than reacting in the flesh. Moses could kill an 
Egyptian in a moment, but could he wait forty years until God spoke? That is the deeper 
test. A hot temper can produce quick movement, but only spiritual patience can endure the 
long road of God’s timing. 

The Lord Jesus Christ is the perfect example of strength under control. He could have 
called more than twelve legions of angels, yet He went to the cross in obedience to the 
Father’s will. That was not weakness. That was perfect submission. Moses was not Christ, 
and Moses had sin that needed breaking; but the principle of patience before appointed 
action is seen throughout Scripture. The servant of God must not be governed by the itch to 
force results. Patience is not the absence of strength. It is strength waiting on the 
command of God. 

Chapter Five - God Slowed Moses Down So He Would Not Destroy the Flock 

If Moses had led Israel with the same spirit he showed when he killed the Egyptian, the 
wilderness would have become a slaughterhouse. Israel was not going to be easy. They 
would provoke him. They would accuse him. They would complain until his soul was 
grieved. They would question his motives and even talk of returning to Egypt. The same 
people delivered by blood and power could act like they had forgotten everything by the 
next trial. Moses would need more than courage. He would need endurance. He would 
need meekness. He would need patience deep enough to survive repeated 
disappointment. 

God knew that. So He slowed Moses down before giving him the flock of Israel. Forty years 
with sheep was not just occupational filler. It was protection for the people Moses would 
later lead. A leader without patience is dangerous. He may be doctrinally right and still 
crush people. He may be bold and still harsh. He may be gifted and still reckless. He may 
have a genuine burden and still lack the spirit necessary to carry weak people. God had to 
slow Moses down until he could lead stubborn people without destroying them. 

This is a needed warning in a time when men mistake intensity for maturity. Some men are 
always ready to swing, expose, rebuke, strike, and scorch the earth. There is a place for 
rebuke. There is a place for plain preaching. There is a place for standing against evil. But if 



a man has no patience, he is not a shepherd; he is a butcher with a Bible vocabulary. Moses 
had to learn that the flock is not helped by a leader who cannot bear with slowness. Sheep 
move slower than princes, and God had to make Moses fit to walk with them. 

Chapter Six - The Wilderness Journey Could Not Be Rushed 

God was preparing Moses for a future wilderness journey that would take forty years. That 
alone shows how foolish it would be to lead by haste. Israel’s path would not be a quick 
military campaign. It would not be a straight triumphal parade from Egypt to Canaan. It 
would involve testing, failure, chastening, provision, judgment, instruction, and long 
wandering. Moses had to become a man who could endure a long assignment. A man who 
only knows how to start in a burst of zeal may not know how to continue in faithfulness for 
decades. 

That is one of the hardest parts of serving God. Starting can be exciting. Continuing is often 
slow. Beginnings have energy. Long obedience requires patience. Moses’ first attempt was 
a moment; his real assignment would last forty years. A moment of bold action can be 
remembered, but daily endurance is what carries a flock through the desert. Moses would 
need patience when there was no water, patience when the people complained about 
manna, patience when Aaron failed, patience when Miriam opposed him, patience when 
Korah rebelled, patience when the spies discouraged the nation, and patience when a 
whole generation had to wander until judgment was complete. 

Shepherding years trained Moses for time. Not just for tasks, but for time. That is a lesson 
many men never learn. They can do a dramatic thing for a day but cannot be faithful for 
years. They can preach one fiery message but cannot carry a burden patiently. They can 
start a work but cannot endure its slowness. God does not merely need men who can 
begin. He uses men who can continue. Moses had to learn that the wilderness journey 
could not be rushed because God’s work in a people is deeper than getting them from point 
A to point B. 

Chapter Seven - The Pace of the Flock Reveals the Heart of the Leader 

The pace of sheep reveals what kind of shepherd a man is. If the flock moves slowly, the 
impatient man is exposed. If the weak lag behind, the selfish man is exposed. If the sheep 
wander, the careless man is exposed. If danger comes, the hireling is exposed. Sheep do 
not merely need leadership; they reveal leadership. Moses’ years with Jethro’s flock were 
not just training him in patience; they were exposing and reshaping his heart. God was 
making visible what had to be corrected before Israel was placed under his care. 

This is why leading people is such a searching work. People expose what is in the leader. 
Their slowness exposes his impatience. Their questions expose his pride. Their failures 



expose his lack of mercy. Their fears expose whether he trusts God or merely likes being 
followed. Their criticism exposes whether he is serving God or defending his ego. Moses 
would face all of that with Israel. If he had not been slowed by God, the people’s slowness 
would have constantly driven him into the flesh. God used sheep to prepare him for the 
exposure that comes with leading a nation. 

A true shepherd learns to match firmness with patience. He cannot let the flock wander 
into destruction, but neither can he destroy the flock because it wanders. He must correct 
without becoming cruel, lead without becoming proud, wait without becoming lazy, and 
endure without becoming bitter. That is not natural. That is learned under God’s hand. 
Moses had to learn that sheep move slower than princes because people move slower 
than plans. God’s servant must love the people more than his own schedule, and he must 
trust God’s timing more than his own urgency. 

Conclusion 

Moses had to learn patience in the desert because the work ahead could not be done by 
the spirit that killed the Egyptian. He had acted in haste once, and that first attempt ended 
in failure, fear, and flight. So God put him among sheep. Slow sheep. Wandering sheep. 
Needy sheep. Repetitive sheep. Sheep that required care, correction, endurance, and 
watchfulness. It was not glamorous, but it was exactly what Moses needed. The prince had 
to learn the pace of the flock before he could lead the people of God. 

Psalm 37:7 says, “Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for him.” That was not just a nice 
devotional thought for Moses; it was a life lesson written across forty years in Midian. God 
was not in a hurry, even though Israel was suffering and Moses had already seen the need. 
The LORD knew the right time, the right method, and the right condition of the man He 
would send. Moses had to be slowed down until his zeal was no longer governed by temper, 
his courage was no longer governed by impulse, and his leadership was no longer 
patterned after Egypt. 

Sheep move slower than princes. That is the lesson. Spiritual leadership cannot be rushed 
like a military campaign. People do not grow by decree. The weak do not strengthen by 
being trampled. The fearful do not become faithful because a leader is irritated with their 
fear. God had to teach Moses patience through sheep so he could later bear with Israel. 
The man who would guide a stubborn nation forty years through the wilderness first had to 
learn, one dusty day at a time, that the pace of the flock is often the classroom of the 
shepherd. 

 

 



9 of 40 Lessons Moses Had to Learn in the Desert - The Wilderness Was His Seminary 

Key Passage: Deuteronomy 8:2 
“And thou shalt remember all the way which the LORD thy God led thee these forty years in 
the wilderness...” 

Introduction 

There is a kind of education that gives a man information, and there is a kind of education 
that makes a man. Moses had both, but they did not come from the same place. Egypt gave 
Moses information. Midian gave him formation. Egypt put things in his head. The wilderness 
worked things into his soul. Egypt taught him the wisdom of the world, the machinery of 
empire, the language of power, the ways of kings, and the pride of civilization. But the 
wilderness taught him things Egypt could never teach. It taught him hunger, thirst, silence, 
danger, direction, dependence, solitude, weakness, patience, and the necessity of God. 
That was Moses’ real seminary. It had no marble hall, no Egyptian lecturer, no polished 
diploma, and no applause at graduation. Its classrooms were dry places, lonely paths, 
sheep trails, wells, mountains, and the backside of the desert. 

Deuteronomy 8:2 says, “And thou shalt remember all the way which the LORD thy God led 
thee these forty years in the wilderness.” That verse is spoken later to Israel concerning 
their own wilderness journey, but the principle fits Moses like a glove. Moses had already 
been through his own forty-year wilderness school before he ever led Israel through theirs. 
God was not going to send a palace-trained man into the desert to lead a desert people 
without first making him a desert man. Moses had to learn the wilderness before he could 
lead in the wilderness. He had to learn how empty the desert is, how weak man is, how 
necessary water is, how precious bread is, how important direction is, and how useless 
human pride becomes when there is no palace wall between a man and his own 
insufficiency. 

That is why Midian was not wasted time. Midian was not merely the place where Moses hid 
from Pharaoh. It was the place where God hid Moses from Egypt’s poison long enough to 
remake him. It was God’s seminary in the sand. The world would never accredit it. The 
religious machine would never advertise it. No man would hang a certificate on a wall 
saying, “Graduate of the Backside of the Desert.” But when God was finished, Moses had 
something no Egyptian school could produce. He had meekness, endurance, shepherd 
wisdom, holy fear, and a personal knowledge of the wilderness that would serve him for the 
rest of his life. The desert was not empty space. It was a divine classroom. 

Chapter One - Egypt Gave Him Information, but Midian Gave Him Formation 



Acts 7:22 says Moses “was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in 
words and in deeds.” That is real information. Moses was not ignorant. He had been trained 
under the finest human system available in his day. He understood Egypt’s learning, Egypt’s 
structure, Egypt’s power, and Egypt’s pride. He had an education men would admire. If 
Egypt gave out degrees, Moses would have had them. If Egypt had a faculty list, his 
teachers would have been impressive. If men judged readiness by academic exposure, 
Moses would have looked prepared. But information is not formation. A man can know 
many things and still not be fit for holy service. 

Midian worked on a different part of Moses. It did not merely add facts to his mind; it 
pressed lessons into his character. It taught him what no textbook can teach a man: how to 
wait, how to be hidden, how to keep serving when no one claps, how to walk slowly with 
sheep, how to endure sameness, how to survive obscurity, and how to live without the 
identity Egypt had given him. Egypt trained Moses to be impressive. Midian trained him to 
be usable. Egypt developed ability. Midian developed humility. Egypt sharpened the 
instrument. Midian broke the man holding it. 

This is the great difference between man-made education and God-made preparation. Man 
often educates the mind while leaving the pride untouched. God goes deeper. God deals 
with the motive, the will, the temper, the impatience, the ego, the ambition, the fear, and 
the hidden confidence in self. That is why so many men can graduate from religious 
schools and still not be spiritually safe. They have information, but no formation. They can 
define meekness but have never been made meek. They can lecture on prayer but have 
never been shut up to God. Moses had Egyptian information already, but he needed Midian 
formation before he could carry God’s commission. 

Chapter Two - The Wilderness Teaches Dependence Better Than the Palace 

A palace is designed to make a man feel secure. It has walls, servants, supplies, guards, 
rooms, food, order, and visible strength. The wilderness has none of that. The wilderness 
strips a man down to need. It asks questions the palace never asks. Where is the water? 
Where is the shade? Where is the path? Where is the flock? What happens when danger 
comes? What happens when the sun beats down and no human system is there to flatter 
you? The wilderness is a place where man’s dependence becomes obvious. Moses needed 
that. He had seen what Egypt could provide, but he had to learn what only God could 
provide. 

Deuteronomy 8:3 says later of Israel, “And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, 
and fed thee with manna... that he might make thee know that man doth not live by bread 
only.” That was Israel’s wilderness lesson, but Moses’ life had prepared him to understand 



it. Hunger and thirst are powerful instructors. So is danger. So is being far away from the 
systems that once made life predictable. The wilderness teaches that man is not self-
sufficient. He may pretend he is in the city, in the palace, in the school, in the office, or in 
the crowd, but the desert tells the truth. Without God, man is dust trying to manage dust. 

Moses had to learn dependence before he could lead dependent people. Israel would need 
water from a rock, bread from heaven, guidance by a pillar, victory by God’s hand, and 
mercy over and over again. A self-sufficient Moses would have been a contradiction to the 
lesson God intended to teach Israel. God did not want Moses leading the people as though 
he were the source. He wanted Moses leading as a man who knew the source. The 
wilderness taught Moses that dependence is not weakness; it is truth. A man is never 
stronger than when he knows he must have God. 

Chapter Three - The Wilderness Teaches Direction Because There Are No Easy Roads 

In Egypt, roads, buildings, rivers, systems, and human order could give a man a sense of 
direction. In the wilderness, direction becomes a matter of survival. A man cannot wander 
carelessly in barren places and assume he will be fine. Paths matter. Water matters. Timing 
matters. Shade matters. Terrain matters. Moses learned that in Midian. He learned the 
movements of flocks and the realities of desert travel. He learned that leadership in a 
wilderness is not about making speeches; it is about knowing where to go, when to move, 
when to stop, and how to keep the flock alive. 

That mattered because God would later lead Israel into a wilderness where they could not 
guide themselves. Exodus 13:21 says, “And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of 
a cloud, to lead them the way.” That is the great issue: direction. Israel did not need a travel 
consultant; they needed God’s presence. Moses, having lived in desert places, would know 
enough to know that human confidence is a poor compass. The wilderness is no place for 
guessing. If the LORD does not lead, the people perish. If the cloud does not move, the 
camp must wait. If the cloud moves, the camp must follow. 

This is a spiritual lesson as well as a practical one. Many men think leadership means 
always knowing the next step by natural instinct. But true spiritual leadership is not 
confidence in your own map; it is submission to God’s direction. Proverbs 3:5-6 says, “Trust 
in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.” Moses had to 
learn not to lean on Egypt’s understanding. In the wilderness, natural wisdom reaches its 
limits. God’s servant must know how to be led before he can lead. The wilderness was his 
seminary because it taught him direction under dependence. 

Chapter Four - The Wilderness Teaches Solitude Without Applause 



One of the hardest subjects in God’s school is solitude. Egypt was full of people, noise, 
ceremony, structure, and recognition. Midian was not. The desert can be painfully quiet. It 
removes the public stage. It takes away the audience. It forces a man to live without 
constant affirmation. Moses had to spend years in a place where his former reputation did 
not matter. The sheep were not impressed. The rocks were not impressed. The desert wind 
did not ask for his credentials. The silence of Midian became a teacher, and its lesson was 
clear: a man must become something before God when no one else is praising him. 

This kind of solitude is deadly to vanity. It exposes whether a man is serving because God 
sees or performing because men see. It exposes whether he has a real walk with God or 
merely a public identity. It exposes whether he can continue when no one notices. Moses 
was not being watched by Pharaoh’s court. Israel was not cheering him from Egypt. No one 
was writing reports about his progress. Yet God was there. God saw every faithful day and 
every quiet lesson. The seminary of the wilderness does not publish enrollment numbers, 
but heaven keeps perfect records. 

There is a modern disease that hates solitude because solitude cannot be monetized, 
branded, or applauded. Men want platforms before they have patience. They want 
microphones before they have meekness. They want recognition before they have been 
alone with God. But God often takes His servants into lonely places to make them real. 
John the Baptist was in the deserts till the day of his shewing unto Israel. Paul went into 
Arabia. Elijah had Cherith. Moses had Midian. Solitude is not always abandonment. 
Sometimes it is the classroom where God separates a man from noise so he can hear what 
matters. 

Chapter Five - The Wilderness Teaches Danger Without Panic 

The wilderness is not safe in the way a palace feels safe. There are threats in barren places: 
beasts, thirst, exposure, isolation, sudden need, and the vulnerability of sheep. A shepherd 
must learn to be watchful without being frantic. He must learn to respond to danger 
without panicking. Moses needed that lesson. The man who had once reacted suddenly to 
the Egyptian had to learn steady vigilance. Danger in the wilderness does not always call 
for explosive action. Sometimes it calls for calm watchfulness, wise movement, and 
patient endurance. 

Later, Moses would face danger on a national scale. Pharaoh’s army behind Israel. The Red 
sea before them. No water. No bread. Enemies on the way. Rebellion in the camp. 
Judgment from God. The pressure would be immense. If Moses had remained governed by 
panic or impulse, he would have collapsed or acted foolishly. God used the wilderness to 



harden him against panic, not by making him cold, but by making him dependent. A man 
who has lived in dangerous places learns that fear must not be allowed to take the reins. 

This is another mark of God-made preparation. Seminary in the sand teaches poise under 
pressure. Not worldly stoicism. Not arrogance. Not the fake calm of a man pretending he 
has everything under control. Real steadiness comes from knowing God is in control. 
Moses would later tell Israel at the Red sea, “Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation 
of the LORD.” A man does not say that rightly unless something has been worked into him. 
The wilderness taught Moses that danger is real, but God is greater than danger. 

Chapter Six - The Wilderness Teaches Meekness Through Repetition 

Numbers 12:3 says, “Now the man Moses was very meek, above all the men which were 
upon the face of the earth.” That is one of the most remarkable statements in the Old 
Testament. Moses did not begin that way. The man who killed the Egyptian was not yet the 
meekest man on earth. Something happened between Exodus 2 and Numbers 12. Midian 
happened. Sheep happened. Silence happened. Waiting happened. Failure happened. 
Repetition happened. God used the long, slow, ordinary years to grind down the sharp 
edges of self. 

Meekness is not produced by reading a definition in a classroom. A man may write a paper 
on meekness and still be proud as Lucifer. Meekness is formed when God brings strength 
under control. Moses did not become weak; he became governed. His courage was not 
removed; it was disciplined. His concern for Israel was not erased; it was purified. His 
natural leadership was not destroyed; it was brought under the hand of God. That kind of 
formation takes time. It takes more than information. It takes God dealing with a man 
through circumstances he cannot control. 

The wilderness repeats the lesson until the man is changed. Sheep wander again. The day 
is hot again. The path is long again. The work is unnoticed again. The old life is gone again. 
The need for patience appears again. Over time, repetition becomes formation. God writes 
the lesson not on a chalkboard but into the man. Moses graduated from Midian with 
meekness, not because he took a course called Meekness 101, but because God put him 
where meekness had to be learned one day at a time. 

Chapter Seven - The Wilderness Prepared Him for People Who Needed the Same 
School 

Moses’ wilderness seminary was not only for Moses. It was preparation for leading Israel 
through their own wilderness schooling. Deuteronomy 8:2 says God led Israel forty years in 
the wilderness “to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart.” Moses 
had already experienced a version of that. He knew what it meant to be humbled in barren 



places. He knew what it meant to live away from the world he had known. He knew what it 
meant to be dependent, delayed, and hidden. That made him better fitted to lead people 
who would have to learn many of the same lessons. 

Israel had come out of Egypt physically, but Egypt had not come out of Israel’s heart easily. 
They would remember the flesh pots. They would complain about food and water. They 
would fear the future and romanticize bondage. Moses understood more than they 
realized. He had also come out of Egypt into the wilderness. He had also lost the old world. 
He had also been forced to learn that the desert is a place where God exposes what is in a 
man. God did not send Israel into a school whose headmaster had never walked the halls. 
Moses had been trained there first. 

This shows the wisdom of God in preparation. The servant’s trial may become the very thing 
that equips him to help others through theirs. The wilderness that humbles a man may later 
make him useful to people who are being humbled. The loneliness, waiting, loss, and 
dependence he thought were only personal may become part of his future ministry. Moses 
had to learn God in the wilderness because Israel would have to learn God in the 
wilderness. The teacher had first been a student. 

Conclusion 

The wilderness was Moses’ seminary. Egypt gave him information, but Midian gave him 
formation. Egypt educated the mind, but the desert searched the heart. Egypt could teach 
administration, language, power, and culture, but it could not teach Moses the lessons he 
needed most: dependence, patience, direction, danger, solitude, meekness, and the 
necessity of God. Those lessons were written into him by the long hand of providence over 
forty hidden years. 

This should sober us about the limits of man-made education. Information has its place, 
but information alone does not make a servant of God. A man can know facts and still be 
full of himself. He can hold degrees and still lack discernment. He can quote doctrine and 
still move in the flesh. He can be trained in Egypt and still need Midian. God-made 
preparation goes deeper than the head. It deals with the man. It strips him, humbles him, 
steadies him, slows him, and teaches him where real strength comes from. 

Moses did not receive a diploma from Midian, but he graduated with something better. He 
came out with shepherd wisdom, endurance, meekness, and the kind of wilderness 
knowledge that would matter when Israel’s whole future moved through barren places. The 
desert was not empty space. It was God’s classroom. And when the LORD finally called 
him from the burning bush, He was not calling an untrained fugitive. He was calling a man 



who had spent forty years in the seminary no Egyptian scholar could understand, where the 
only accreditation that mattered was the hand of God upon a humbled servant. 

 

 

10 of 40 Lessons Moses Had to Learn in the Desert - Forty Years Is a Long Time to Be 
Forgotten 

Key Passage: Acts 7:30 
“And when forty years were expired, there appeared to him in the wilderness of mount Sina 
an angel of the Lord in a flame of fire in a bush.” 

Introduction 

There is a phrase in Acts 7:30 that is easy to read and hard to live: “And when forty years 
were expired.” It takes only a moment to say those words, but Moses had to live every day, 
every week, every month, every season, and every year contained inside them. Forty years 
is not a short retreat. Forty years is not a temporary pause. Forty years is not a weekend of 
reflection after a bad decision. Forty years is a lifetime. Forty years is enough time for a 
young man’s strength to become an old man’s memory. Forty years is enough time for old 
dreams to rot in the ground. Forty years is enough time for your former world to stop talking 
about you. Moses did not spend a few days in Midian regrouping after his first attempt 
failed. He spent four decades there, and the Bible says that only “when forty years were 
expired” did God speak from the bush. 

That is a staggering thing when you consider who Moses had been. He was learned in all 
the wisdom of the Egyptians. He was mighty in words and in deeds. He had been raised in 
Pharaoh’s house. He had known privilege, education, access, and visible importance. He 
once seemed like the obvious man for the hour. But then he failed, fled, sat down by a well, 
settled in Midian, married, had children, kept sheep, and disappeared from the Egyptian 
stage. Egypt went on without him. Pharaoh’s house moved on. The Hebrews kept groaning. 
The years kept passing. The man who once looked destined to shake Egypt became a 
shepherd in a strange land, and if you had asked most of Egypt about Moses after several 
decades, they likely would not have cared where he was, whether he was alive, or what had 
become of his early promise. 

That is where God teaches one of the hardest lessons in the school of preparation: divine 
delay is not divine denial. God is not in a hurry, though flesh always is. God does not panic 
because time passes. He does not revise His purpose because men grow older. He does 
not measure readiness by the world’s schedule. Moses had to learn that the LORD’s clock 



is not set by Egyptian ambition, Hebrew desperation, or human expectation. When God 
finally spoke from the burning bush, Moses was not late. He was finally ready. The forty 
years did not cancel the call. They expired at the exact moment heaven had appointed. 

Chapter One - Forty Years Is More Than a Number 

The Bible often gives us numbers quickly, and our careless minds pass over them as if they 
were small. “Forty years” becomes a phrase, a statistic, a sermon point, a number in a 
chart. But for Moses, forty years was life. It meant mornings waking up in Midian instead of 
Egypt. It meant ordinary meals, family responsibilities, changing weather, desert dust, 
aging bones, repeated duties, and thousands of unrecorded days. It meant he did not get 
an immediate explanation from God every morning. It meant there were no daily updates 
from heaven telling him, “Do not worry, Moses, this is year seventeen of your preparation.” 
He had to live those years the way men live years: slowly. 

That matters because we often romanticize biblical waiting after the fact. Once we know 
the burning bush comes in Exodus 3, we are tempted to rush through Midian as if Moses 
knew the whole outline. But Moses did not live his life with chapter divisions in front of him. 
He did not know on day one in Midian that he had exactly forty years before God would 
speak. He did not know how long the silence would last. He did not know whether he would 
ever return to Egypt. He did not know whether his first attempt had buried everything 
permanently. He had to live in the tension of not knowing, and that is where waiting 
becomes real. 

Forty years is more than a number because time is one of God’s sharpest instruments. 
Time humbles a man. Time exposes what was only excitement. Time tests whether a 
burden is from God or merely the heat of a moment. Time reveals whether a man can keep 
doing right when nothing seems to be moving. Time strips the glitter from old ambitions. 
Moses had to learn the weight of years because the work ahead would not be quick either. 
He would later lead Israel another forty years in the wilderness. God trained him in long 
preparation before giving him a long burden. A man who cannot survive waiting is not ready 
for leading. 

Chapter Two - Forgotten by Men Is Not Forgotten by God 

Moses may have been forgotten by Egypt, but he was not forgotten by God. That is one of 
the great comforts in this passage. Acts 7:30 says, “And when forty years were expired, 
there appeared to him...” That means heaven had not lost track of him. God knew where 
Moses was. God knew the mountain. God knew the wilderness. God knew the flock. God 
knew the years. God knew the exact moment when the forty years were expired. Men may 



have stopped speaking his name, but the LORD had not misplaced His servant. Obscurity 
on earth is not invisibility in heaven. 

That is a lesson a man must get settled. People forget quickly. Crowds move on. Institutions 
move on. Families sometimes move on. Friends may remember for a while and then 
become occupied with their own lives. The world that once seemed so concerned with you 
may not even know you are still alive after enough time passes. That is not always cruelty; it 
is just the way men are. They are limited, distracted, self-interested, and temporary. But 
God is not like men. Hebrews 4:13 says, “all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of 
him with whom we have to do.” No desert is too remote for His sight. No hidden year is lost 
to His record. 

Moses had to learn that the approval and attention of men are not reliable measures of 
usefulness. If he judged his life by who still remembered him in Egypt, he might have 
concluded that he was finished. If he judged his future by the absence of public 
recognition, he might have concluded that God’s purpose had died. But God’s memory is 
better than Egypt’s memory. The LORD can let men forget you because He never has. He 
can allow your name to disappear from the palace because He is preparing to speak your 
name from a bush. Forgotten by men is sometimes the very condition in which God does 
His most careful work. 

Chapter Three - Silence Does Not Mean Nothing Is Happening 

The forty years in Midian contain very little recorded drama. That silence is itself part of the 
lesson. We are not given daily reports of Moses’ emotions, prayers, disappointments, 
lessons, and thoughts. We are simply told he dwelt in Midian, kept the flock, and after forty 
years God appeared. That can make the period seem empty to the reader, but it was not 
empty to God. Silence in the text does not mean absence in providence. God was working 
in ways that did not require constant announcement. 

That is hard for the flesh. The flesh wants signs, updates, confirmations, movement, visible 
progress, and something to point to. It wants to know that the waiting is accomplishing 
something. But God often works underground. Roots grow in hidden places before fruit 
appears in public places. Character forms in quiet routines before it is tested in visible 
crises. Meekness grows through years of restraint before it shows up under pressure. 
Moses was not wasting time just because the Bible does not record every day. The absence 
of public events does not mean the absence of divine activity. 

A man must learn to trust God in silent seasons. Psalm 37:7 says, “Rest in the LORD, and 
wait patiently for him.” Resting in the LORD is not resting in circumstances, appearances, 
or visible movement. It is resting in Him. Moses’ silence in Midian was not the silence of 



abandonment. It was the silence of formation. God was taking the noise of Egypt out of 
him, the haste out of him, the self-confidence out of him, and the old ambition out of him. 
Silent years can be some of the loudest years in the soul if God is using them to speak 
without words. 

Chapter Four - Old Ambition Dies Slowly 

Forty years gives ambition plenty of time to die. Not all at once. Slowly. Painfully. In layers. 
Moses had once acted as though deliverance could begin immediately by his own hand. He 
had supposed his brethren would understand that God by his hand would deliver them. But 
Midian taught him something else. The man who had once moved with sudden zeal now 
lived a life that did not feed that ambition. Sheep do not flatter ambition. Desert routines do 
not crown a man. Obscurity does not stroke the ego. Year after year, the old version of 
Moses was being buried deeper. 

Old ambition often dies harder than old habits. A man may leave a place physically while 
still rehearsing old dreams inwardly. He may still imagine what he could have been, what 
people should have recognized, what opportunities he lost, what platform he deserved, 
what future he expected. Perhaps Moses wrestled with that. The Bible does not tell us, so 
we do not need to pretend we know his private thoughts in detail. But we do know human 
nature, and we know forty years is a long time for God to drain a man of the illusion that he 
is the indispensable center of the story. 

That death of ambition was mercy. Ambition can be dressed up in ministry language and 
still be rotten at the core. It can say, “I want to deliver people,” when underneath it also 
wants to be seen as the deliverer. It can say, “I want to do something for God,” when 
underneath it wants to do something great enough that men must notice. Moses had to 
become safe from that. By the time God called him, Moses did not answer like a man 
hungry for a stage. He said, “Who am I?” That question shows that something had died. 
Egypt’s ambition had been starved by Midian’s years. 

Chapter Five - Aging Did Not Cancel the Appointment 

When God finally called Moses, he was not a young man fresh from palace training. Exodus 
7:7 says, “And Moses was fourscore years old, and Aaron fourscore and three years old, 
when they spake unto Pharaoh.” Moses was eighty years old. In man’s thinking, that sounds 
late. Too late for a new beginning, too late for a great work, too late to confront an empire, 
too late to carry a national burden, too late to start the assignment for which he is 
remembered. But God did not think so. God’s appointment was not cancelled by Moses’ 
age. 



This is another place where human judgment is often foolish. Men worship youth, energy, 
momentum, and the appearance of fresh opportunity. They think if a door does not open by 
a certain age, the work must be over. But the Bible does not obey modern marketing. 
Abraham was old when Isaac was born. Caleb was ready for his mountain at eighty-five. 
Moses began his public commission at eighty. God is not limited by the calendar that 
frightens men. He knows the strength He will supply and the purpose He has ordained. Age 
may change a man’s body, but it does not weaken God’s arm. 

Moses had to learn that lateness is a human category when God has set the time. The 
burning bush did not appear too late. It appeared when forty years were expired. Not when 
forty years were wasted. Not when forty years accidentally passed. Expired. Completed. 
Filled up. Finished. The appointed period had reached its end. Moses was not late; he was 
ready. The years had not disqualified him. They had prepared him. God can call a man at an 
hour when everyone else thinks the season has passed, and when God does that, 
Pharaoh’s opinion does not matter. 

Chapter Six - God’s Preparation Often Feels Too Long to Flesh and Blood 

There is no use pretending that forty years would feel easy. Preparation often feels too long 
because flesh and blood are bound to time. Men feel the passing years. They feel the ache 
of delay. They feel the confusion of not knowing. They feel the disappointment of doors 
closed, opportunities missed, and old hopes fading. A Bible believer should not turn 
Moses’ forty years into a plastic devotional slogan as if waiting never hurts. It does hurt. 
Time is heavy. Silence is heavy. Obscurity is heavy. Repetition is heavy. Midian was real life, 
not a decorative backdrop. 

But God’s length is not waste. The LORD knows how long it takes to make a man. Some 
lessons cannot be rushed because the man himself cannot be rushed. Pride may take 
years to expose. Self-confidence may take years to drain. Patience may take years to form. 
A shepherd’s heart may take years to grow. God is not producing disposable religious 
performers. He was making Moses. And Moses had to be made slowly enough that the old 
prince did not survive underneath a thin layer of religious language. Forty years was not 
excessive in the mind of God. It was necessary. 

This rebukes the modern craving for instant usefulness. Everybody wants to be launched, 
recognized, followed, platformed, and validated quickly. But God is not impressed with 
fast. A plant that springs up quickly without root withers quickly under the sun. The LORD 
may take decades where men would take months. He may leave a man hidden far longer 
than the man expected because the hidden work is deeper than the man understands. 



Moses had to learn that God’s preparation often feels painfully long to flesh and blood, but 
the pain does not prove the process is wrong. 

Chapter Seven - When the Bush Burned, the Waiting Made Sense 

Acts 7:30 says that when forty years were expired, the angel of the Lord appeared to Moses 
“in a flame of fire in a bush.” After all the years, all the silence, all the ordinary shepherding, 
all the hiddenness, God spoke. The waiting did not last forever. The delay had an end. The 
hidden season reached its appointed conclusion. But notice this: God did not explain the 
forty years before they happened. He revealed Himself when they were completed. Often 
the meaning of the waiting is clearer after God speaks than while the man is still waiting. 

When the bush burned, Moses’ life did not become easier in the flesh, but it became clear 
in calling. The years in Midian now stood behind him as preparation. The shepherd work 
made sense. The desert made sense. The delay made sense. The loss of Egypt’s applause 
made sense. The slowness, obscurity, and repetition had formed the man who could now 
be sent back. The burning bush was not a random interruption. It was the graduation point 
after the appointed term of God’s schooling had expired. 

That is why a man must not judge the process too early. If Moses had judged Midian at year 
five, he might have called it exile. At year fifteen, he might have called it obscurity. At year 
twenty-five, he might have called it forgottenness. At year thirty-five, he might have called it 
permanent. But at year forty, when the bush burned, heaven’s interpretation appeared. God 
had not forgotten. God had not denied. God had not wasted the years. He had prepared the 
servant until the moment came to call him. The waiting made sense when God’s fire 
appeared. 

Conclusion 

Forty years is a long time to be forgotten. It is long enough for old ambition to die, old 
reputation to fade, old strength to change, and old plans to seem buried beyond recovery. 
Moses did not spend a brief season in Midian. He spent four decades there. He lived 
birthdays, seasons, family life, work, silence, repetition, and aging in a place far removed 
from the palace where he had once been somebody. To Egypt, he may have become a 
forgotten shepherd. To God, he was a servant under preparation. 

That is the great lesson. Divine delay is not divine denial. God is not in a hurry because God 
is not afraid of time. He does not panic when years pass. He does not lose track of His 
servants in hidden places. He does not need youth, applause, or public momentum to 
accomplish His purpose. When the forty years were expired, God knew exactly where 
Moses was and exactly what He intended to say. The bush burned on time. The call came 
on time. Moses was not late. He was finally ready. 



So if the LORD has you in a hidden season, do not assume forgotten means finished. Men 
may forget. Egypt may forget. Former circles may forget. The old world may move on 
without you. But God sees. God knows. God prepares. God appoints. The same Moses who 
vanished into Midian would stand before Pharaoh at eighty years old with the word of the 
LORD in his mouth. Forty years did not erase God’s purpose. It purified the vessel. The long 
delay did not bury the calling. It buried the self-confident man who could not yet carry it. 

 

 

11 of 40 Lessons Moses Had to Learn in the Desert - The Man Who Had to Outlive His 
Own Ambition 

Key Passage: Numbers 12:3 
“Now the man Moses was very meek, above all the men which were upon the face of the 
earth.” 

Introduction 

There is a sentence in Numbers 12:3 that would be almost impossible to believe if the Holy 
Ghost had not written it: “Now the man Moses was very meek, above all the men which 
were upon the face of the earth.” That is not the way Moses begins when you first see him 
as a grown man in Exodus 2. The first public scene of the adult Moses is not a meek man 
falling on his face before God, but a man rising up in sudden force, killing an Egyptian, and 
hiding him in the sand. He had a burden, yes. He had faith, yes. He had chosen the 
affliction of the people of God rather than the pleasures of sin for a season, yes. But 
meekness had not yet become the ruling quality of his life. Numbers 12:3 is not the product 
of Egyptian royalty. It is the result of God’s long, hard, patient, painful discipline in a man 
who had to outlive his own ambition. 

Meekness is one of the most misunderstood virtues in the Bible. Men hear the word and 
think of softness, weakness, passivity, timidity, or a man with no backbone. That is not 
Bible meekness. Moses was not weak. A weak man does not stand before Pharaoh and 
announce the judgments of God. A weak man does not lead a nation through the Red sea. 
A weak man does not carry the burden of a murmuring people for forty years. A weak man 
does not come down from Sinai with his face shining. A weak man does not break the 
tables in holy anger at the sight of idolatry. Biblical meekness is not the absence of 
strength; it is strength brought under the government of God. It is power harnessed, temper 
subdued, courage disciplined, zeal purified, and ambition laid flat under the authority of 
the LORD. 



That kind of meekness did not fall on Moses in one sentimental moment. It was formed 
through failure, exile, obscurity, shepherding, family life, silence, repetition, and the long 
discipline of God. Moses had to outlive the younger version of himself that wanted 
immediate deliverance by personal force. He had to outlive the prince who thought a dead 
Egyptian could begin Israel’s redemption. He had to outlive the man who looked this way 
and that way before he looked up. He had to outlive the confidence Egypt had built and the 
ambition that wanted to be recognized as the deliverer. By the time Numbers 12:3 is 
written, Moses is not merely older. He has been spiritually operated on. That is not 
personality adjustment. That is spiritual surgery. 

Chapter One - Moses Was Not Born Meek in Pharaoh’s House 

Moses was not born into the kind of environment that naturally produces meekness. 
Pharaoh’s house did not specialize in humility. Egypt was a kingdom of power, display, 
command, wealth, intimidation, and pride. Its rulers did not govern by meekness. They 
governed by decree, force, fear, and bondage. Moses grew up close to that world. He was 
learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians and mighty in words and in deeds. A palace may 
teach a man how to speak with authority, how to understand political systems, how to 
move around important people, and how to think in terms of rank and power, but it will not 
naturally teach him to be meek before God. 

The younger Moses had courage, but courage alone is not meekness. He had concern for 
Israel, but concern alone is not meekness. He had enough faith to refuse Egypt’s identity, 
but even real faith in a man’s life does not mean every part of the man has been brought 
under control yet. When he saw the Egyptian smiting the Hebrew, he acted in force. He did 
not yet carry the calm restraint of a man who waits for God’s command. He did not yet 
know how to bear the burden without seizing control. He was not indifferent, and that is 
good; but he was not yet governed, and that is dangerous. 

This ought to sober every man who thinks his natural fire is the same thing as spiritual 
maturity. A fiery temperament can be useful if God breaks it, but it can be destructive if the 
man mistakes it for the power of the Spirit. A man can be bold and still be fleshly. He can be 
gifted and still be unbroken. He can be burdened and still be ambitious. Moses in Pharaoh’s 
house had many advantages, but meekness was not one of them. That would have to be 
learned far away from Egypt’s applause, in the desert where the prince would be starved 
and the shepherd would be formed. 

Chapter Two - Ambition Can Hide Under a Holy Burden 

Moses had a holy burden in the sense that he cared about the people of God. The Bible 
does not present him as a man merely seeking personal glory. Hebrews 11 makes clear that 



faith was operating in him when he refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. Yet 
even a true burden can have ambition mixed into it. Acts 7:25 says, “For he supposed his 
brethren would have understood how that God by his hand would deliver them: but they 
understood not.” That verse is very revealing. Moses supposed they would understand. He 
assumed his role would be recognized. He believed God would deliver by his hand, but he 
was moving too soon and in the wrong manner. 

That is where ambition becomes subtle. It does not always announce itself as vanity. 
Sometimes it hides under zeal for a good cause. It says, “I want the people helped,” but 
underneath it also wants to be seen as the helper. It says, “I want truth defended,” but 
underneath it also wants the reputation of being the defender. It says, “I want deliverance,” 
but underneath it also wants men to understand that deliverance is coming through my 
hand. Moses had to learn the difference between being used by God and needing to be 
recognized as the man God is using. That difference is one of the deep cuts of the knife. 

God does not merely judge bad ambitions; He purifies mixed ones. That is painful because 
a man may be genuinely right about the cause while still wrong about himself. Moses was 
right to identify with Israel. He was right to see Egypt’s cruelty. He was right to refuse 
Egypt’s pleasures. But he still had to outlive the self-importance wrapped around that 
burden. A holy burden does not sanctify selfish ambition. God had to bring Moses to the 
place where he could be used without needing to be the center, where the glory of the 
LORD mattered more than the recognition of Moses. 

Chapter Three - The Desert Gave Ambition Nothing to Feed On 

Ambition needs food. It feeds on applause, recognition, opportunity, comparison, titles, 
attention, and the feeling that one is important. Egypt had plenty of that food. Midian had 
almost none. In Midian, Moses was not surrounded by courtiers, scholars, soldiers, or 
servants. He was not in rooms of political influence. He was not hearing his name 
discussed as a rising figure. He was not being groomed by Egyptian power or celebrated by 
Hebrew masses. He was watching sheep. Not even his own sheep, but the flock of Jethro 
his father in law. That is where ambition goes to starve. 

The desert does not flatter a man. It does not care where he came from. It does not ask for 
his résumé. It does not preserve his old reputation. It gives him heat, dust, silence, danger, 
ordinary labor, and time. God used those things to drain Moses of the younger man’s self-
confidence. The prince who once moved quickly now had to walk at the pace of sheep. The 
man who once acted with sudden force now had to endure long repetition. The man who 
once thought Israel would recognize his deliverance now lived in a place where almost 



nobody from his former world was watching at all. That kind of obscurity is not pleasant to 
the flesh, but it is medicine. 

This is why the desert is one of God’s great tools. God sometimes removes the food source 
of a man’s ambition because He is not willing to let the ambition rule him. If the ambition 
feeds on public recognition, God may send hiddenness. If it feeds on power, God may send 
service. If it feeds on speed, God may send waiting. If it feeds on being needed, God may 
send a season where life goes on without the man. Moses had to outlive his own ambition 
by spending enough time in a place where ambition had very little to eat. That is not cruelty. 
That is mercy with a sharp edge. 

Chapter Four - Meekness Is Strength Under God’s Hand 

Numbers 12:3 does not say Moses was very timid, very soft, very harmless, or very weak. It 
says he was very meek. That distinction matters. Moses still had strength. He still had 
conviction. He still had authority. He still had courage. He could confront Pharaoh, rebuke 
sin, lead Israel, command judgment, and stand in a gap. Meekness did not remove the 
steel from the man. It put the steel under God’s control. The old Moses had strength that 
moved too soon. The meek Moses had strength that waited for God. 

That is biblical meekness. It is not a man with no temper because he has no fire. It is a man 
whose fire has been put under the rule of God. It is not a man who cannot strike because 
he is weak. It is a man who will not strike unless God commands. It is not a man who avoids 
conflict because he fears men. It is a man who can face conflict without needing to satisfy 
his own ego in the process. Moses did not become meek because he became less serious 
about truth. He became meek because the LORD took charge of the strength that had once 
run ahead of Him. 

The Lord Jesus Christ is the perfect standard of meekness. He said in Matthew 11:29, “I am 
meek and lowly in heart.” Yet no man who reads the Bible honestly would call Christ weak. 
He rebuked Pharisees, cleansed the temple, faced the devil, silenced critics, and went to 
Calvary in perfect obedience. His meekness was not weakness; it was perfect submission 
to the Father. Moses was a sinner being formed; Christ is the sinless Son. But the principle 
is clear: meekness is strength governed by God. Moses had to learn that ungoverned 
strength is dangerous, but yielded strength can be used mightily. 

Chapter Five - Failure Was the Scalpel God Used on the Younger Moses 

Moses’ failure in Egypt was not random. It became one of the tools God used to cut into the 
younger Moses. The killing of the Egyptian, the failed cover-up, the rejection by the Hebrew, 
Pharaoh’s wrath, and the flight into Midian all worked together to show Moses what was still 
in him. He was not yet ready. His zeal could outrun God’s command. His hand could move 



faster than his submission. His confidence could assume what God had not yet authorized. 
That failure hurt, but it also revealed the disease. 

God’s spiritual surgery often begins with exposure. He lets a man see what he is capable of 
when left to himself. He lets the man’s method fail. He lets the thing he tried to hide 
become known. He lets the door close behind him. Not because God delights in 
humiliation, but because unexposed flesh is deadly. If Moses had succeeded in his first 
method, he might have remained convinced that his temper was the tool of deliverance. 
Instead, the whole thing collapsed. The collapse became a scalpel. It cut away illusion. 

This is why a believer should not waste failure by merely regretting consequences. Failure 
should teach. It should humble. It should drive a man to God. It should make him 
suspicious of his own flesh. The younger Moses had to be wounded in the place where he 
trusted himself. That wound would help produce meekness later. A man who has been 
properly humbled by his own failure is not as quick to glory in himself. He knows what he 
can do if God leaves him to himself. Moses had to carry that lesson into the desert until the 
old ambition bled out under the hand of God. 

Chapter Six - Family Life and Shepherd Work Deepened the Surgery 

God did not merely send Moses into a cave to think about his failure. He gave him a life in 
Midian. Moses married Zipporah, had children, lived under Jethro’s household structure, 
and kept sheep. That ordinary life was part of the spiritual surgery. Family life has a way of 
exposing and shaping a man. So does work that must be done whether one feels important 
or not. Moses had to learn contentment, responsibility, patience, endurance, and service in 
settings far removed from the dramatic scenes of Egypt. 

Shepherd work especially deepened the lesson. Sheep do not respond well to ambition. 
They require patience. They require attention. They require care. They are not impressed by 
sudden bursts of force. A man who is always trying to prove himself will be miserable with 
sheep. A man who needs constant recognition will be starved by shepherding. A man who 
wants quick results will be frustrated by the slow pace of the flock. God used the sheep to 
work meekness into Moses. The flock became part of the operating room. 

This is where many men miss God’s preparation. They think only dramatic spiritual 
experiences shape them. But God often uses marriage, children, labor, ordinary 
responsibilities, financial limits, hidden service, and daily repetition to perform surgery no 
sermon illustration can fully explain. Moses’ meekness was not produced by one altar call 
in Midian. It was formed through years of life under God’s arrangement. The LORD used the 
ordinary as a holy instrument. The man had to outlive his ambition not only in thought, but 
in daily practice. 



Chapter Seven - The Meek Man Fell on His Face Instead of Defending Himself 

By the time Moses is described as very meek in Numbers 12, he is dealing with opposition 
from Miriam and Aaron. They speak against him, and the Bible inserts the statement about 
his meekness right in that context. That matters. Meekness is most visible when a man is 
attacked, misunderstood, or challenged. The old Moses might have risen up quickly to 
defend himself. The meek Moses lets God handle the matter. Numbers 12 shows that the 
LORD heard, the LORD spoke, and the LORD judged. Moses did not need to prove himself 
the way a proud man would. 

Again and again, Moses is seen falling on his face before God. When Korah’s rebellion 
arises, Numbers 16:4 says, “And when Moses heard it, he fell upon his face.” That is a long 
way from killing an Egyptian and hiding him in the sand. The man who once used his hand 
in haste later puts his face in the dust before God. That is not weakness. That is a man who 
has learned where the real court is. He does not need to win every argument by fleshly 
force. He knows the LORD can judge, vindicate, correct, and command. Meekness knows 
how to take the matter to God. 

This is one of the clearest proofs that Moses had outlived his own ambition. A man ruled by 
ambition cannot bear to be challenged. He must answer every critic, crush every rival, and 
defend every inch of his image. Moses had learned something better. He could stand 
before Pharaoh when God sent him, but he could also fall on his face when rebellion came. 
He had strength, but the strength was under God’s hand. That is the fruit of the desert. The 
prince had been buried, and the meek shepherd-leader had come forth. 

Conclusion 

Moses had to outlive his own ambition before he could become the meek man of Numbers 
12:3. He did not begin as the meekest man upon the face of the earth. He began as a man 
with faith, burden, courage, and zeal, but also with haste, temper, self-confidence, and a 
need to act before God sent him. Egypt had made him impressive, but it did not make him 
meek. The palace could train his mind, but it could not bring his strength under the hand of 
God. For that, Moses needed failure, exile, obscurity, shepherd work, family life, and forty 
years of divine discipline. 

Meekness is not weakness. That must be said plainly. Bible meekness is not cowardice, 
softness, passivity, or spinelessness. It is strength governed by God. It is a strong man no 
longer ruled by himself. It is courage without self-glory, zeal without haste, authority 
without vanity, conviction without carnality, and power without pride. Moses was not made 
useless by meekness. He was made safe. The man who once struck an Egyptian in haste 



would later stand before Pharaoh by command. The man who once hid evidence in sand 
would later fall on his face before God. That is spiritual surgery. 

And that is what the LORD still knows how to do. He can take a man’s ambition and starve it 
in the desert. He can take a man’s temper and put it under holy restraint. He can take a 
man’s gifts and break the pride wrapped around them. He can take a man who once 
needed to prove himself and make him content to be God’s servant. Moses became very 
meek, not because Egypt refined him, but because God operated on him. The man had to 
live long enough under God’s hand for the younger Moses to die, and when that old 
ambition finally lost its throne, the LORD had a servant He could use. 

 

 

12 of 40 Lessons Moses Had to Learn in the Desert - God Was Not Wasting the Waiting 

Key Passage: Ecclesiastes 3:1 
“To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven.” 

Introduction 

There is hardly anything harder on the flesh than waiting when you know something is 
wrong. It is one thing to wait when nothing seems urgent. It is another thing to wait while 
people are hurting, while bondage continues, while Egypt still rules, while Pharaoh still sits 
on the throne, and while the cries of the afflicted still rise up from the brickfields. Moses 
knew Israel was oppressed. He had seen their burdens with his own eyes. He had seen an 
Egyptian smiting a Hebrew, one of his brethren. He had felt the fire of that injustice so 
strongly that he moved too soon, struck too fast, and buried an Egyptian in the sand. But 
after that first failed attempt, Moses went to Midian and waited. Not for a day. Not for a 
week. Not for a brief season of reflection. He waited for forty years. And the question that 
presses itself against the soul is this: was God wasting that waiting? 

Ecclesiastes 3:1 says, “To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under 
the heaven.” That verse is not sentimental poetry for a calendar. It is a rebuke to human 
impatience. God has seasons. God has purposes. God has times. Man has anxiety, 
urgency, panic, and a clock that screams, “Now.” But God knows when a thing is ripe. He 
knows when Pharaoh is ready to be judged. He knows when Israel is ready to be delivered. 
He knows when Moses is ready to be sent. He knows when the rod should be lifted, when 
the bush should burn, when the plagues should fall, when the blood should be applied, 
when the sea should open, and when the song should be sung on the other side. The LORD 



is never behind schedule just because man cannot see the machinery of providence 
moving. 

That is what Moses had to learn in Midian. Waiting is not empty when God is using it to 
make the servant fit for the assignment. While Moses kept sheep in Midian, Israel groaned 
in Egypt. While Israel cried under bondage, God was working in Moses’ heart. While 
Pharaoh continued in pride, God was preparing the judgment that would break him. 
Nothing looked like it was moving fast enough to flesh and blood. But God was working on 
both ends of the story. He was hearing Israel’s cry and preparing Moses’ heart. He was 
letting the pressure in Egypt ripen while the pride in Moses was being drained. God was not 
wasting the waiting. He was filling it with preparation. 

Chapter One - Waiting Feels Wasted When Pain Is Still Present 

The hardest waiting is not waiting in comfort; it is waiting while pain continues. Israel was 
still in Egypt. The burdens were still real. The taskmasters were still cruel. The cries were 
still rising. The graves were still being dug. The children of Israel were not living in an 
abstract theological lesson; they were living under oppression. Exodus 2:23 says, “the 
children of Israel sighed by reason of the bondage, and they cried, and their cry came up 
unto God by reason of the bondage.” That is not mild discomfort. That is a nation groaning 
beneath a system that had ground them down for generations. 

This is why waiting can feel so offensive to the flesh. The flesh says, “If God is going to act, 
why not act now?” It says, “If God hears, why is Pharaoh still breathing?” It says, “If God has 
a deliverer, why is the deliverer in Midian?” It says, “If God has promised Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, why are their seed making bricks in Egypt?” Those are the kinds of questions 
that rise up when pain is still present and deliverance has not yet appeared. Waiting feels 
wasted when the burden has not lifted and the enemy has not fallen. 

But God’s apparent delay does not mean He is indifferent to suffering. Exodus 2:24-25 
says, “And God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with Abraham, 
with Isaac, and with Jacob. And God looked upon the children of Israel, and God had 
respect unto them.” God heard. God remembered. God looked. God had respect. Heaven 
was not asleep. The delay was not neglect. The waiting was not wasted simply because the 
suffering had not yet ended. God was moving toward deliverance with perfect timing, even 
while the people still felt the lash of bondage. 

Chapter Two - God Was Hearing Israel While Hiding Moses 

One of the great wonders of the passage is that God was dealing with Israel and Moses at 
the same time, though they were in different places. Israel was in Egypt crying. Moses was 
in Midian shepherding. Israel’s pain was public and national. Moses’ preparation was 



private and hidden. Israel needed deliverance. Moses needed formation. God heard the cry 
in Egypt, but He did not immediately send the man in Midian. That means God’s answer to 
Israel’s prayer included a process Israel could not see. 

That is often how God answers prayer. He may be preparing something in a place you 
cannot observe. He may be working in someone else’s heart. He may be arranging 
circumstances beyond your reach. He may be bringing judgment to a boil while preparing 
mercy in another field. Israel could not look across the wilderness and see every lesson 
Moses was learning with Jethro’s flock. They could not know how the old prince was being 
humbled into a shepherd. They could not measure the work God was doing in him. But that 
hidden work was part of the answer to their cry. 

This is a deep comfort. When nothing appears to be moving, God may be working where 
you cannot see. The silence in one place may be preparation in another. The delay in Egypt 
may be training in Midian. The unanswered prayer may not be unanswered at all; it may be 
under construction. God was not wasting Israel’s cries, and He was not wasting Moses’ 
years. The LORD was hearing one end and preparing the other. That is providence. That is 
wisdom. That is the hand of God doing more than any man could track from the ground. 

Chapter Three - God Had to Prepare the Deliverer Before Sending the Deliverance 

Moses wanted deliverance before he was ready to be the instrument of it. That is the lesson 
of Exodus 2. He saw oppression and moved in the flesh. He killed one Egyptian, hid him in 
the sand, and fled when the matter became known. That was not God’s deliverance. It was 
a fleshly preview of what happens when a real burden is joined to an unready man. Moses 
cared, but care was not enough. He needed to be emptied, slowed, humbled, and 
governed. God had to prepare the deliverer before sending the deliverance. 

This is where the waiting becomes necessary. If God had sent Moses right after his first 
attempt, the same impatience that killed the Egyptian could have destroyed the work. If 
God had sent him while he was still full of palace confidence, he might have trusted in 
himself. If God had sent him while he still wanted immediate recognition, he might have 
made himself too central. The people did not merely need a man who hated Egypt. They 
needed a man who had learned to depend on the LORD. Pharaoh would not be overcome 
by Moses’ temper. Egypt would not be judged by Moses’ ambition. Israel would not be 
shepherded by Moses’ pride. 

God is wise enough to delay the assignment until the servant can carry it. That is hard for 
the servant, and it may be hard for the people waiting on the answer, but it is mercy. A 
premature answer can become a disaster. A man sent too soon may injure the very people 
he wants to help. A gifted man without meekness can turn deliverance into domination. 



Moses had to learn that God’s delay was not opposition to the mission; it was protection 
for the mission. The waiting was shaping the man who would later say what God told him to 
say and do what God told him to do. 

Chapter Four - Human Anxiety Does Not Govern Divine Timing 

Ecclesiastes 3:1 says there is “a time to every purpose under the heaven.” That means 
God’s purposes have appointed times. Human anxiety does not move those appointments 
forward. Moses’ urgency did not change God’s schedule. Israel’s groaning did not mean 
God had lost track of the covenant. Pharaoh’s pride did not mean God was powerless. The 
LORD knew the exact hour when He would step into the situation with visible power. He 
was not waiting because He lacked ability. He was waiting because His timing was perfect. 

Human anxiety is a terrible ruler. It makes men rush, force, manipulate, strike, speak too 
soon, quit too early, and judge God by appearances. Anxiety tells a man that if he does not 
act now, everything will fail. It tells him that waiting is weakness. It tells him that delay is 
defeat. Moses had already learned where that spirit led. It led to a dead Egyptian and a 
body in the sand. God was teaching Moses that divine work cannot be governed by the 
panic of man. The LORD does not need the servant’s anxiety to accomplish the servant’s 
calling. 

This lesson is hard because waiting feels passive to the flesh. But waiting on God is not the 
same as doing nothing. Moses was not idle in Midian; he was keeping sheep. Israel was not 
unheard in Egypt; their cry came up unto God. God was not inactive in heaven; He was 
preparing judgment, deliverance, and the man through whom He would speak. Anxiety 
looks for visible movement. Faith rests in the God who moves invisibly until the appointed 
time. Moses had to learn that God’s clock does not run on human panic. 

Chapter Five - God Knows When Pharaoh Is Ready to Be Judged 

Pharaoh was not merely a political obstacle. He became a vessel through whom God would 
display His power. Exodus 9:16 says, “And in very deed for this cause have I raised thee up, 
for to shew in thee my power; and that my name may be declared throughout all the earth.” 
That statement reveals something enormous. Pharaoh’s judgment was not random. God 
would use Pharaoh’s hardened resistance as the stage upon which the LORD’s name would 
be declared. The timing of deliverance involved not only Israel’s need and Moses’ 
preparation, but Pharaoh’s readiness for judgment. 

This is where men often misread delay. They think God is tolerating evil because He has not 
yet judged it. But God’s delay does not mean evil is safe. It may mean judgment is 
accumulating. Pharaoh continued, Egypt prospered, Israel suffered, and Moses waited. But 
every day of apparent delay moved Pharaoh closer to the appointed confrontation. God 



knew the measure. God knew the pride. God knew the gods of Egypt that would be 
exposed. God knew the plagues that would fall. Pharaoh was not escaping because 
judgment had not yet arrived. He was being reserved for a public display of divine power. 

Moses had to learn that God judges in His own time. A man’s anger may want immediate 
vengeance, but God’s judgment is better than man’s retaliation. Moses killed one Egyptian 
in haste. God would judge Egypt in holiness. Moses’ action was private, limited, and fleshly. 
God’s judgment would be public, complete, and revelatory. The waiting was not wasted 
because God was preparing a judgment that would do far more than Moses’ first strike ever 
could. Pharaoh would not simply hear about Moses; Pharaoh would learn who the LORD is. 

Chapter Six - God Knows When Israel Is Ready to Be Delivered 

Israel needed deliverance, but deliverance itself would test them. Leaving Egypt was not 
the end of their lessons; it was the beginning of a new school in the wilderness. The people 
who cried under bondage would later complain about freedom. They would remember the 
flesh pots. They would fear hunger, thirst, enemies, and uncertainty. They would have to 
learn the LORD in the wilderness, and Deuteronomy 8:2 says God led them there “to 
humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart.” The timing of deliverance 
included God’s knowledge of what Israel needed to face next. 

This is important because people often think the only issue is getting out of the trouble. But 
God is not merely interested in removing pressure. He is interested in forming His people 
according to His purpose. Israel had to come out, but they also had to learn that they did 
not live by bread only. They had to learn the Passover, the Red sea, manna, water from the 
rock, the law, the tabernacle, the priesthood, and the holiness of God. The deliverance 
from Egypt was mighty, but the journey after deliverance would expose what was still in 
them. 

Moses had to be prepared for that. God knew Israel’s frame better than Moses did. He knew 
their weakness, fear, murmuring, and unbelief. He knew the leader would need patience, 
meekness, endurance, and intercessory burden. Waiting was not only preparing Moses to 
confront Pharaoh; it was preparing him to bear with Israel. The LORD knew when the nation 
was to be brought out, and He knew what kind of man would be needed to lead them once 
they were out. Waiting was not wasted because deliverance required more than an exit. It 
required leadership for the road ahead. 

Chapter Seven - God Knows When Moses Is Ready to Be Sent 

The burning bush did not appear when Moses first wanted to act. It appeared when God 
knew Moses was ready. Acts 7:30 says, “And when forty years were expired, there appeared 
to him in the wilderness of mount Sina an angel of the Lord in a flame of fire in a bush.” That 



phrase “when forty years were expired” is the key. The time was not random. The waiting 
had an expiration date in the mind of God. Moses did not know it day by day, but God did. 
The hidden years had a boundary. The preparation had a completion. The silence had an 
appointed end. 

By that time, Moses was not the same man who killed the Egyptian. He had been humbled 
by failure, separated from Egypt, settled in Midian, trained by shepherding, and slowed by 
years. He had learned the desert. He had learned service. He had learned obscurity. He 
had learned what it means to live without Egyptian recognition. When God called him, 
Moses did not say, “At last, they will see my greatness.” He said, “Who am I?” That question 
shows that the waiting had done its work. The man had been emptied enough to be sent. 

This is a great encouragement and a great warning. The encouragement is that God knows 
when to end the waiting. The warning is that the servant does not get to declare himself 
ready simply because he is tired of waiting. Moses had to wait until God spoke. The bush 
burned on God’s schedule, not Moses’ impatience. The LORD knows when the servant is fit 
for the assignment. Until then, waiting is not empty. It is the tool God uses to make the man 
ready for the word, the burden, and the road. 

Conclusion 

God was not wasting the waiting. Moses waited in Midian while Israel groaned in Egypt, but 
the waiting was full of divine purpose. God was hearing Israel’s cry, remembering His 
covenant, preparing judgment for Pharaoh, shaping the heart of Moses, and arranging the 
hour of deliverance. Nothing was random. Nothing was forgotten. Nothing was late. 
Ecclesiastes 3:1 says, “To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under 
the heaven,” and the Exodus proves it. The LORD had a time for the groaning, a time for the 
bush, a time for the plagues, a time for the blood, a time for the Red sea, and a time for the 
wilderness. 

This lesson is hard because waiting often feels like nothing is happening. The flesh looks at 
delay and calls it waste. It looks at silence and calls it absence. It looks at hidden years and 
calls them useless. But God does not see as man sees. He can answer prayer while the 
answer is still unseen. He can prepare a deliverer while the people are still crying. He can 
let judgment ripen while mercy is being arranged. He can use waiting to kill pride, produce 
meekness, teach dependence, and make a servant fit for the assignment. 

Moses had to learn that God’s timing is not governed by human anxiety. The LORD knew 
when Pharaoh was ready to be judged. He knew when Israel was ready to be delivered. He 
knew when Moses was ready to be sent. The waiting was not wasted because God was in it. 



And when the bush finally burned, it did not burn late. It burned exactly when forty years 
were expired. The delay did not deny the purpose. It prepared the man who would carry it. 

 

 

13 of 40 Lessons Moses Had to Learn in the Desert - Before Pharaoh, There Was Jethro 

Key Passage: Exodus 2:21 
“And Moses was content to dwell with the man: and he gave Moses Zipporah his daughter.” 

Introduction 

There is a quiet verse in Exodus 2 that does not thunder like Sinai, burn like the bush, or 
shake like the plagues, but it may be one of the most important verses in the making of 
Moses. Exodus 2:21 says, “And Moses was content to dwell with the man: and he gave 
Moses Zipporah his daughter.” That is not the kind of verse men build conferences around. 
There are no signs in the heavens, no rod turning into a serpent, no Red sea dividing, no 
Pharaoh trembling, no tabernacle glory filling the scene. It is simply Moses, far from Egypt, 
dwelling with Jethro, marrying into a family, and settling into a quiet life in Midian. But that 
quiet sentence is loaded with the dealings of God. Before Moses ever stood before Pharaoh 
with “Thus saith the LORD,” he had to learn how to live under Jethro’s roof. 

That is a humbling lesson for a man raised near Pharaoh’s throne. Moses had known palace 
life, Egyptian learning, visible importance, and the machinery of empire. He had seen 
power from the inside. He had been somebody in a world that prized rank, access, and 
influence. Then, after his first attempt at deliverance collapsed, he fled into Midian and 
found himself among people he did not grow up with, in a land that was not his childhood 
home, under a family structure far removed from the world he had known. God did not 
immediately call him back to Egypt. God did not put him in front of Pharaoh the next 
morning. God placed him in Jethro’s household. The fugitive had to learn domestic life, 
service, accountability, restraint, patience, and ordinary faithfulness before he could carry 
extraordinary responsibility. 

That is where many people misunderstand God’s preparation. They think preparation must 
always be dramatic. They imagine burning bushes, open doors, supernatural signs, public 
platforms, visible appointments, and clear announcements. But God often prepares a man 
through plain life. Marriage. Family. Work. Service. Responsibility. Being under another 
man’s roof. Learning how to dwell in a place you did not choose. Learning how to be faithful 
when the world has moved on. Learning how to be content when the old life is gone. Moses 



had to learn that before Pharaoh, there was Jethro. Before the court of Egypt, there was the 
household of Midian. Before public confrontation, there was private formation. 

Chapter One - Moses Had to Be Content to Dwell 

The Bible says, “And Moses was content to dwell with the man.” That phrase should not be 
rushed. Moses did not merely pass through Jethro’s life like a traveler stopping for water. He 
dwelt there. He settled. He stayed. He accepted the place God had brought him. That is a 
large step for a man who had just fled Egypt. The flesh often wants to treat humbling places 
as temporary inconveniences, as though it can tolerate them for a moment as long as it 
knows escape is near. But Moses was content to dwell. He did not sit beside the well 
forever rehearsing speeches about what he used to be. He entered the life that was in front 
of him. 

Contentment in a reduced place is one of God’s great tests. It is easy for a man to say he 
trusts God while he is still in the palace. It is another thing to trust God when the palace is 
behind him, the desert is around him, and the household he now belongs to is not the 
household he grew up in. Moses had lost the visible world that once defined him. He had 
lost his Egyptian position. He had lost the imagined path of immediate deliverance. He had 
lost the possibility of returning to his old life without danger. Now he had to learn whether 
he could dwell where God had placed him without constantly trying to resurrect what God 
had buried. 

This was not laziness or surrender to uselessness. It was a necessary submission to 
providence. A man cannot be properly prepared if he is always fighting the classroom. 
Moses had to stop running long enough to be taught. He had to stop striving long enough to 
be formed. He had to stop living in reaction to Egypt long enough to become faithful in 
Midian. “Content to dwell” does not mean Moses had no memory, no burden, and no 
future. It means he accepted the present place God had allowed. Before God could send 
him back to Egypt, Moses had to learn to live faithfully where he was. 

Chapter Two - Jethro’s House Was Not Pharaoh’s Court 

Jethro’s house was a different world from Pharaoh’s court. Pharaoh’s court represented 
empire, power, wealth, political order, visible rank, and the pride of Egypt. Jethro’s house 
represented family life, desert responsibility, daily work, and a smaller, quieter world. 
Moses had to learn to function in that smaller world. That is not a small lesson. Some men 
can operate around large things because large things feed their importance, but they 
cannot be faithful in small things because small things expose their pride. Moses had to 
live in a setting where nobody cared that he had once been raised in Pharaoh’s house. 



That was good for him. In Pharaoh’s court, Moses could have been seen through the lens of 
status. In Jethro’s house, he would be seen through the lens of daily character. Does he 
work? Does he serve? Does he show restraint? Does he keep his word? Does he care for his 
family? Does he become dependable? Does he handle ordinary responsibility? You learn a 
lot about a man when the decorations are removed. Palace surroundings can make a man 
look larger than he is. Household life makes him face what he is. God did not need Moses 
to look impressive. God was making him real. 

Jethro’s household became a divine contrast to Pharaoh’s system. Pharaoh drove Israel 
with taskmasters. Jethro received Moses into a family. Pharaoh represented bondage. 
Jethro’s house became a place of settlement. Pharaoh’s court had shown Moses worldly 
power. Jethro’s house taught him ordinary stability. Before Moses could return to confront 
the king of Egypt, he had to be remade far from the spirit of Egypt. That included learning 
life outside the atmosphere of domination, image, and royal ambition. Jethro’s house was 
not Pharaoh’s court, and that was exactly why God used it. 

Chapter Three - God Trained Him Through Family, Not Just Fire 

When people think of Moses’ preparation, they often think of the burning bush, and rightly 
so. But before the fire, there was family. Exodus 2:21 says Jethro “gave Moses Zipporah his 
daughter.” Moses married. He entered domestic life. He became a husband. Soon he 
became a father. Exodus 2:22 says, “And she bare him a son, and he called his name 
Gershom: for he said, I have been a stranger in a strange land.” That is part of the formation 
of Moses. God did not merely teach him through desert geography; He taught him through 
marriage, fatherhood, belonging, and the confession of being a stranger. 

Family life is one of God’s most practical classrooms. It exposes selfishness, impatience, 
fear, pride, harshness, tenderness, responsibility, and inconsistency. A man may look 
strong in public and be weak at home. He may sound spiritual in a crowd and be careless in 
private. He may speak of great burdens while neglecting ordinary duties. God put Moses in 
a household before He put him before Pharaoh. That is not accidental. The servant’s private 
life matters. Domestic responsibilities are not beneath spiritual preparation; they are often 
part of it. 

This does not mean Moses’ home life was without difficulty. Later, the strange and sobering 
passage concerning circumcision in Exodus 4 shows that even in Moses’ household there 
were serious matters God would address. But that only strengthens the point. God was 
dealing with Moses as a whole man, not merely as a public instrument. He was not 
preparing a speech machine. He was preparing a servant. Marriage, children, household 



responsibility, and family tensions were all part of the training. Before the fire of the bush, 
there was the furnace of ordinary life. 

Chapter Four - Accountability Was Part of the Desert School 

Moses had to live in relation to another man. Jethro was not merely a passerby. He became 
Moses’ father in law. Moses lived in his household, kept his flock, and later received 
counsel from him in Exodus 18. That means Moses’ life in Midian involved accountability. 
He was no longer moving as a solitary prince with no immediate structure around him. He 
was connected. He was observed. He had duties. He had relationships. He had 
obligations. That is a needed part of a man’s training. 

The flesh hates accountability because accountability limits self-will. The young Moses had 
acted suddenly in Egypt. He saw, struck, hid, and fled. In Midian, life was slower and more 
structured. A flock had to be kept. A family had to be cared for. A household had to be 
respected. A man who once moved in sudden force now had to learn steady responsibility 
under ordinary expectations. That is one reason God uses family, work, and service. They 
put weight on a man over time. They force him to become consistent. 

Accountability also humbles a gifted man. Moses had great ability, but ability does not 
exempt a man from being answerable. The fact that God would one day use him did not 
mean he could skip the lessons of living under real relationships. Jethro’s presence in 
Moses’ life reminds us that before a man gives commands publicly, he may need to learn 
how to receive structure privately. A man who cannot bear accountability is not safe with 
authority. Moses had to learn that being chosen by God did not mean being free from the 
disciplines God uses to shape character. 

Chapter Five - Ordinary Work Was Not Beneath a Future Deliverer 

Moses kept Jethro’s flock. That was ordinary work. It was not glamorous. It did not 
resemble the dramatic destiny that later unfolded. But ordinary work was not beneath him. 
The flesh wants to skip ordinary duties because it thinks destiny should always feel 
important. It wants every season to look prophetic, every step to feel significant, every task 
to confirm greatness. But God put Moses to work with sheep. Day after day, he had 
responsibilities that had to be done whether or not they felt connected to Israel’s 
deliverance. 

This is one of the great lessons in the Bible. God often hides preparation inside ordinary 
work. David was keeping sheep before he faced Goliath. Elisha was plowing before Elijah 
cast the mantle on him. Peter, Andrew, James, and John were fishing when Christ called 
them. Ordinary work is not a contradiction of divine purpose. It can be the place where 



diligence, endurance, patience, and faithfulness are formed. Moses’ shepherd work taught 
him more for his future than palace leisure ever could have taught him. 

A man should beware of despising the plain duty in front of him while dreaming about some 
great future assignment. If he cannot be faithful with work that seems small, why should 
God trust him with work that is large? If he cannot serve when no one is impressed, what 
will he do when people are watching? Moses had to learn that ordinary work under God’s 
providence is holy training. Keeping sheep in Midian was not a waste of the deliverer’s time. 
It was how God made the deliverer fit for the road ahead. 

Chapter Six - Restraint Had to Replace Reaction 

Jethro’s household gave Moses a place to learn restraint. The younger Moses reacted 
quickly in Egypt. He saw injustice and struck. But life in a household, marriage, work, and 
long service all require restraint. You cannot live faithfully among people if every burden 
becomes an explosion, every disagreement becomes a battle, every frustration becomes a 
crisis, and every wrong becomes a reason to strike. Moses had to learn how to live without 
being governed by immediate reaction. 

That lesson would be crucial later. Israel would test Moses repeatedly. If he had remained 
ruled by reaction, the wilderness would have destroyed him and them. He would need to 
hear complaints, endure accusations, carry burdens, pray, intercede, rebuke at the right 
time, wait at the right time, and fall on his face at the right time. Jethro’s house helped 
teach him that life is not lived safely by impulse. A man must learn to hold himself under 
government. He must not mistake every surge of emotion for the command of God. 

Restraint is not weakness. It is strength bridled. Proverbs 16:32 says, “He that is slow to 
anger is better than the mighty.” Moses had already shown that he could act like the mighty. 
Now God was teaching him to be slow to anger. That kind of slowness is learned in 
relationships and responsibilities that do not allow a man to run wild with himself. Before 
Pharaoh, there was Jethro because before public confrontation, Moses needed private 
restraint. 

Chapter Seven - Quiet Stability Prepared Him for Public Pressure 

The life Moses lived in Midian may have seemed quiet, but quiet stability was exactly what 
he needed before public pressure. A man who is unstable in ordinary life will not become 
stable simply because the stakes are higher. Pressure does not create character; it reveals 
it. When Moses would later stand before Pharaoh, lead Israel, deal with the Red sea, hear 
murmuring, ascend Sinai, and carry the burden of the people, he would need more than a 
dramatic calling. He would need character formed by years of faithful living. 



Jethro’s household gave Moses a long stretch of life where he could be settled, tested, and 
shaped outside the rush of Egypt. He had to become dependable. He had to become a 
man who could live with responsibilities over time. He had to learn that a calling is not only 
about the public moment when people see you standing before power. It is also about the 
private years when God makes you the kind of man who can survive standing there. 
Without quiet stability, public pressure can ruin a man quickly. 

This is another reason God’s preparation is often ordinary. Ordinary life gives time for roots. 
It builds patterns. It reveals weaknesses. It matures a man slowly. Moses’ years with Jethro 
were not the opposite of preparation for Pharaoh; they were the foundation beneath it. 
Before the thunder, there was quiet. Before the confrontation, there was domestic order. 
Before Moses faced Egypt again, he had to learn how to live faithfully when Egypt was no 
longer watching. That kind of stability is not exciting to the flesh, but it is precious to God. 

Conclusion 

Before Pharaoh, there was Jethro. That is the lesson. Moses did not go straight from failure 
in Egypt to public commission at the burning bush. He dwelt with Jethro. He married 
Zipporah. He lived in a household. He worked. He served. He kept sheep. He learned what 
it meant to be a stranger in a strange land. He learned accountability, restraint, ordinary 
faithfulness, and domestic responsibility. God’s preparation was not always dramatic, but 
it was always purposeful. 

This ought to correct the shallow idea that only the spectacular seasons matter. Some of 
the most important work God does in a man happens in quiet places, under ordinary roofs, 
through common duties, with family responsibilities, work schedules, and hidden service. 
The flesh wants Pharaoh’s court because it looks important. God may choose Jethro’s 
household because it forms the man. The flesh wants a platform. God may give a table, a 
flock, a marriage, a child, a job, and a quiet place to learn how to be faithful. 

Moses would eventually stand before Pharaoh, but the man who stood there had been 
shaped under Jethro’s roof. That is how God works. He prepares servants through places 
men overlook. He uses households, relationships, labor, and responsibility as tools of 
spiritual formation. Before the palace heard “Thus saith the LORD,” Moses learned to dwell 
with the man in Midian. Before the public assignment, there was private stability. Before 
Pharaoh, there was Jethro. 

 

 

14 of 40 Lessons Moses Had to Learn in the Desert - The Fugitive Became a Family Man 



Key Passage: Exodus 2:21-22 
“And Moses was content to dwell with the man: and he gave Moses Zipporah his daughter. 
And she bare him a son, and he called his name Gershom: for he said, I have been a 
stranger in a strange land.” 

Introduction 

There is a quiet grief in the name Gershom that tells you more about Moses than a 
thousand Egyptian records ever could. Exodus 2:22 says, “And she bare him a son, and he 
called his name Gershom: for he said, I have been a stranger in a strange land.” That is not 
the language of a man sitting on top of the world. That is not the boast of a prince 
celebrating his inheritance. That is the confession of a displaced man. Moses had been 
drawn out of the water, raised in Pharaoh’s house, trained in the wisdom of Egypt, and 
known as somebody in a world of power. But now he is in Midian, married into a household 
that was not his childhood household, living in a land that was not his homeland, carrying 
memories that did not fit his present life, and naming his son from the ache of exile. The 
fugitive became a family man, but the family life did not erase the sense that he was a 
stranger. 

This is part of the humility God worked into Moses. The younger Moses had acted quickly in 
Egypt, as though he could begin deliverance by personal force. But after his first attempt 
collapsed, he had to live outside the place he once knew, outside the identity he once 
carried, and outside the future he may have imagined. He had to learn what it meant to 
belong nowhere in the easy sense. Egypt had raised him but was not truly his. Israel was his 
people, but they had rejected his first effort. Midian received him, but it was still a strange 
land. That kind of displacement can break something in a man. It can strip away the easy 
confidence that comes from having a settled place, a known name, and a recognized role. 
Moses had to learn the ache of being a stranger before he could lead a nation of strangers 
through the wilderness. 

God uses family life and displacement in ways the flesh often resents. We want the 
dramatic parts of preparation: the burning bush, the rod of God, the voice from heaven, the 
confrontation with Pharaoh, the Red sea. But before all that, Moses had marriage, 
fatherhood, work, household responsibilities, and the confession, “I have been a stranger 
in a strange land.” God was deepening the man in the ordinary places. He was teaching him 
weakness, belonging, dependence, restraint, and sympathy. Moses would later lead people 
who had to leave Egypt, live in tents, follow God through barren places, and learn that they 
belonged to the LORD before they belonged anywhere else. But first, the leader had to taste 
exile himself. The fugitive became a family man, and the family man learned what it means 
to be a stranger. 



Chapter One - The Fugitive Did Not Stop Being a Man 

Moses fled Egypt, but he did not cease to be a man with a life to live. That may sound 
simple, but it is worth saying because people often treat failure, exile, or displacement as if 
everything meaningful stops there. Moses did not vanish into a theological blank space 
between Exodus 2 and Exodus 3. He lived. He dwelt with Jethro. He married Zipporah. He 
had a son. He kept sheep. He ate meals, slept under Midian skies, carried responsibilities, 
and built a life in a place he never would have chosen if he had been writing his own story. 
God did not merely preserve him as an instrument; He dealt with him as a man. 

That matters because God’s preparation is never abstract. He does not train servants as if 
they are machines. He trains them in real life. Moses had real memories, real 
disappointments, real household duties, real relationships, real adjustments, and real 
loneliness. He had to learn to live after the collapse of his first attempt. He had to learn that 
the end of one imagined future was not the end of obedience. He had to learn that being 
outside Egypt did not mean being outside God’s sight. He had to learn that a man can be 
hidden, humbled, and displaced, and still have duties right in front of him. 

A fugitive can be tempted to live only in the past: what happened, who wronged him, what 
he lost, what might have been, what failed, what he should have done differently. But God 
gave Moses a present life. Zipporah, Gershom, Jethro’s household, and the flock in Midian 
were not distractions from preparation; they were preparation. The fugitive had to become 
faithful in the ordinary before he could be sent back into the extraordinary. God was not 
finished with Moses, but He was not going to let Moses live forever as a man merely running 
from yesterday. He gave him a household and a future in the desert. 

Chapter Two - Marriage Put Moses Into a New Household 

Exodus 2:21 says Jethro “gave Moses Zipporah his daughter.” That means Moses entered a 
new family structure. The man once connected to Pharaoh’s house was now connected to 
Jethro’s house. That is a massive change. Pharaoh’s house represented empire, rank, 
pressure, visible greatness, and the cruel machinery of Egypt. Jethro’s house represented 
desert life, family responsibility, work, shelter, relationship, and quiet stability. Moses had 
to learn how to live in that new arrangement. He was not returning to the palace as a 
prince. He was settling in Midian as a husband. 

Marriage is a humbling school. It brings a man out of imagination and into daily 
responsibility. A man may dream about great works, but marriage asks whether he can be 
faithful at home. A man may have strong opinions about leading others, but marriage asks 
whether he can love, listen, restrain himself, provide, endure, and live with another person 
in the ordinary press of life. Moses’ marriage to Zipporah was part of the real-life formation 



of the man. Before he would carry Israel’s complaints, he would carry household 
responsibilities. Before he would deal with a nation’s strain, he would learn the strain and 
tenderness of domestic life. 

This is often overlooked because people want preparation to sound glorious. But God has 
no problem using a kitchen table, a crying child, a household need, a family disagreement, 
or the steady weight of marriage to shape a servant. A man who cannot live with restraint in 
a household is not ready to carry authority over people. A man who cannot be faithful in 
private responsibilities is not made more spiritual by public assignment. Moses had to 
become a family man because God was dealing with more than his public calling. God was 
forming his private character. 

Chapter Three - Gershom’s Name Preserved the Ache of Exile 

Moses named his son Gershom and said, “I have been a stranger in a strange land.” That 
name carried a testimony. Every time Moses heard it, there was the reminder: I am not 
where I began. I am not in the land I once knew. I am not living the life I may have imagined. 
I am a stranger. That does not mean Moses was ungrateful for Zipporah, Jethro, or the 
mercy God had shown him in Midian. It means he was honest about the ache of 
displacement. The Bible does not erase that ache. It records it. 

There is something spiritually important about naming the grief correctly. Moses did not 
pretend Midian was Egypt. He did not pretend exile was easy. He did not pretend that being 
received into a household removed the deeper feeling of being displaced. He said what 
was true: “I have been a stranger in a strange land.” That kind of honesty can be part of 
humility. A proud man has to keep acting like everything is exactly as he planned. A 
humbled man can tell the truth about weakness, loss, and displacement without accusing 
God of wrongdoing. 

Gershom’s name also shows that family life did not simply erase Moses’ strangerhood. A 
wife and child did not make every part of exile vanish. They gave him responsibility, mercy, 
companionship, and a life in Midian, but the old ache remained. That is realistic. God’s 
blessings in a hard season do not always remove every sorrow attached to that season. 
Sometimes blessing and ache live in the same house. Moses could hold his son and still 
know he was a stranger. God used that tension to deepen him. The man who would lead 
pilgrims had to understand pilgrim feelings from the inside. 

Chapter Four - God Let Moses Taste the Life Israel Would Later Live 

Moses would later lead Israel out of Egypt into a wilderness where they would live as 
strangers and pilgrims, moving by God’s direction, dwelling in tents, and learning 
dependence day by day. Before he led them there, he had to taste something of that life 



himself. He knew what it meant to leave Egypt behind. He knew what it meant to live in a 
land not his own. He knew what it meant to carry an identity that did not fit neatly with the 
place where he was dwelling. God was not sending Israel a leader who had no idea what 
displacement felt like. Moses had felt it personally. 

That matters in leadership. A man who has never been humbled may be cruel to humbled 
people. A man who has never been displaced may be impatient with displaced people. A 
man who has never felt weakness may despise the weak. A man who has never lived 
outside comfort may speak lightly of those who are afraid in the wilderness. God was giving 
Moses a deeper understanding. He would later hear Israel complain, fear, and grieve over 
leaving Egypt. That did not excuse their unbelief, but Moses knew something about the 
strange ache of being removed from the world you knew. 

God often prepares servants by letting them experience in measure what others will later 
face in greater measure. The leader’s private exile becomes part of his public usefulness. 
The personal wound becomes a place of understanding. Moses’ “stranger in a strange 
land” confession prepared him for a nation that would have to learn that Egypt was not 
their home and Canaan was not yet possessed. The LORD let Moses taste exile before he 
led a nation out of bondage. That was not wasted sorrow. It was shepherd preparation. 

Chapter Five - Displacement Strips a Man of False Belonging 

Moses’ life had already been complicated from the beginning. He was Hebrew by birth, 
drawn out and named by Pharaoh’s daughter, raised in Egypt, yet tied by faith to the people 
of God. He had a foot in worlds that did not fully own him. But Midian intensified the 
question of belonging. Egypt could no longer be his refuge. Israel had not yet received him 
as deliverer. Midian became his dwelling place, but he still called it a strange land. God was 
stripping him of false belonging so he could learn a deeper belonging. 

That deeper belonging was to the LORD and to the purpose of God. Moses had to learn that 
identity is not finally settled by palace, geography, reputation, or human acceptance. 
Egypt’s palace could not define him. Hebrew rejection could not erase him. Midian’s 
strangeness could not lose him. He belonged to the God who had preserved him in infancy, 
humbled him in failure, sheltered him in exile, and would one day call him from the burning 
bush. That is a hard lesson because men naturally want visible belonging. They want a 
place, a people, a role, a title, a recognized identity. God sometimes disturbs those things 
to anchor the man more deeply in Himself. 

This lesson runs through the Bible. Abraham left his country. Joseph was carried into Egypt. 
David fled from Saul. Elijah hid by Cherith. Paul learned what it meant to lose the old 
Pharisaical world. The saints in Hebrews 11 “confessed that they were strangers and 



pilgrims on the earth.” Displacement can strip away false roots so the true root goes 
deeper. Moses had to learn that he was not finally Pharaoh’s, not finally Egypt’s, not finally 
Midian’s, and not finally defined by any earthly arrangement. He was God’s man, even 
when he felt like a stranger. 

Chapter Six - Family Life Taught Dependence in a Personal Way 

It is one thing for a man to be dependent when he is alone. It is another thing when he has a 
wife and child. Moses’ marriage and fatherhood changed the weight of his life. He was no 
longer merely a fugitive surviving in a strange land. He had a household. He had people 
connected to him. He had responsibilities that made dependence personal and daily. A 
man with a family learns that his choices, provision, fears, and faith affect more than 
himself. God used that to deepen Moses. 

Dependence is not a theory in family life. It shows up in food, shelter, protection, decisions, 
relationships, and the daily need for wisdom. Moses had to learn how to live under God’s 
providence not as an isolated man, but as a husband and father. He had to learn that the 
God who preserved him in the Nile and brought him to Midian could sustain him in ordinary 
responsibilities. The same God who would later feed Israel with manna was already 
teaching Moses the weight of caring for lives entrusted to him. 

That kind of dependence would matter when Moses led Israel. A nation is not an 
abstraction. It is families, children, elders, weak ones, fearful ones, hungry ones, thirsty 
ones, and complaining ones. Moses’ own family life in Midian gave him a small but real 
education in the personal weight of responsibility. God was preparing him not merely to 
lead an idea called Israel, but to carry the burden of real people. The fugitive became a 
family man because God was teaching him that leadership is never detached from the lives 
affected by it. 

Chapter Seven - The Stranger Learned Humility Before He Led Strangers 

The confession “I have been a stranger in a strange land” is a humble confession. It admits 
limitation. It admits displacement. It admits that the man is not in control of his story in the 
way he might have thought. Moses could not boast as though he had successfully arranged 
his life. He was alive by mercy, sheltered by providence, and settled in a land he did not 
choose. That works humility into a man. It teaches him that he is not the master of all 
outcomes. It teaches him to receive mercy from unexpected places. It teaches him to live 
with gratitude and ache at the same time. 

Moses needed that humility because Israel’s future would require a leader who understood 
strangers. The children of Israel would be pulled out of the only land many of them had ever 
known. Egypt was a house of bondage, but it was familiar bondage. The wilderness would 



be freedom, but it would also be strange. They would have to learn God outside the 
structures they had known, outside the food systems they remembered, outside the 
predictable oppression of Egypt. Moses had lived outside what he knew. He had felt the 
disorientation. That did not make him sentimental about unbelief, but it made him a man 
who had been tempered by displacement. 

A proud man leads strangers badly. He tells them to get over it, move faster, stop feeling 
weak, and match his pace. A humbled shepherd knows that people leaving bondage still 
carry memories, fears, and confusion. Moses had to learn humility in exile so he could 
shepherd people through exile. He had to become a stranger before he could guide 
strangers. That is the wisdom of God. The man’s personal wound became part of the 
shepherd’s equipment. 

Conclusion 

Moses the fugitive became a family man, and that was no accident. In Midian, he married 
Zipporah, had a son, and named him Gershom because he said, “I have been a stranger in 
a strange land.” That name preserved the ache of exile. It told the truth about the man’s 
displacement. Moses was outside the place he once knew, outside the identity Egypt had 
given him, outside the future he may have imagined, and living in a land that was not his 
childhood home. God used that strange land to work humility into him. 

This lesson shows that God’s preparation is not always spectacular. Sometimes it is 
domestic. Sometimes it is marriage, children, work, household duties, and the daily life of 
being faithful in a place you did not choose. Sometimes it is learning how to belong when 
you feel out of place. Sometimes it is learning dependence because other lives are now 
connected to yours. Sometimes it is naming the sorrow honestly without charging God 
foolishly. Midian was not merely a hiding place from Pharaoh. It was a place where God 
deepened Moses through family life and personal displacement. 

Moses would later lead strangers and pilgrims through the wilderness, but first he had to 
feel like a stranger himself. God let him taste exile before he led a nation out of bondage. 
That is not wasted pain. That is preparation. The man who would guide Israel through a 
strange land first had to hold his own son and confess, “I have been a stranger in a strange 
land.” The fugitive became a family man, and in that quiet, aching, ordinary life, God was 
making a shepherd. 

 

 



15 of 40 Lessons Moses Had to Learn in the Desert - The Stranger Who Learned How 
Strangers Feel 

Key Passage: Exodus 2:22 
“And she bare him a son, and he called his name Gershom: for he said, I have been a 
stranger in a strange land.” 

Introduction 

There is a word in Exodus 2:22 that carries the weight of Moses’ whole Midian season: 
“stranger.” Moses said, “I have been a stranger in a strange land.” That was not a poetic line 
for a greeting card. That was the confession of a man who had lost the easy sense of 
belonging. He had been born a Hebrew, hidden from Pharaoh’s decree, drawn out of the 
water, raised under Pharaoh’s daughter, educated in Egypt, and yet inwardly connected to 
an afflicted people in bondage. He had lived inside Egypt’s world but was never truly at rest 
in it. Then, after his first attempt at deliverance failed, he fled into Midian, married 
Zipporah, had a son, and named him Gershom because the ache of displacement had 
become part of his identity. The man who would one day lead strangers had to know what it 
felt like to be one. 

That is a deep part of God’s preparation. Moses was not merely learning geography in 
Midian. He was learning the heart of a pilgrim. He was learning what it means to be outside 
the place you once knew, outside the identity men once gave you, outside the future you 
may have imagined, and outside the circle where people recognize your old importance. 
Egypt had raised him, but Egypt could not keep him. Israel was his people, but Israel did not 
yet receive him. Midian gave him shelter, family, and work, but he still called it a strange 
land. That kind of life works humility into a man. It makes him slower to mock the 
displaced, slower to trample the weak, slower to despise the confused, and slower to 
forget that people coming out of bondage often do not know how to walk in liberty yet. 

Moses needed that lesson because Israel’s future would be a pilgrim future. They had been 
strangers and slaves in Egypt. They would be brought out by blood and power, but they 
would not immediately have settled homes, vineyards, cities, and permanent rest. They 
would pass through the wilderness under God’s direction, living by manna, water from the 
rock, the pillar of cloud, the pillar of fire, and the promises of the LORD. Moses could not 
lead that kind of people like a palace politician who had never been humbled. He needed 
sympathy, not sentimentality. He needed understanding, not indulgence. A man who has 
never been humbled may be harsh with humbled people. God made Moses feel like a 
stranger so he could shepherd strangers without forgetting what strange-land weakness 
feels like. 



Chapter One - Gershom Was a Name With a Wound in It 

Moses named his son Gershom because he said, “I have been a stranger in a strange land.” 
That name was not merely a label; it was a testimony. Every time that boy’s name was 
spoken, it carried the memory of exile. Gershom’s name said something about Moses’ 
location, his condition, and his heart. He was alive by the mercy of God, sheltered in 
Midian, married into Jethro’s house, and given a son; but he was still not home in the 
deepest sense. He was a stranger. That word tells you that Moses did not simply forget 
Egypt, forget Israel, forget the past, and settle into Midian as though nothing had happened. 
The wound remained, and he named it. 

There is something important about that. The Bible does not force a false spirituality onto 
Moses where he has to pretend displacement does not hurt. He does not say, “I am 
perfectly comfortable with every turn my life has taken.” He does not say, “The strange land 
feels exactly like home.” He says the truth: “I have been a stranger in a strange land.” A Bible 
believer does not have to lie about sorrow to prove he trusts God. Faith is not pretending 
hard providences are soft. Faith tells the truth under the eye of God and still refuses to 
charge God foolishly. Moses’ confession was not rebellion. It was honesty. 

God used that honesty. A man who never admits his wounds may become cruel with 
wounded people. He may turn every lesson into a lecture and every burden into a rebuke. 
Moses’ name for his son preserved the memory of what it felt like to be displaced. That 
memory would matter later. When Israel would become a nation on the move, when they 
would be unsettled and afraid, when they would not yet have a land to rest in, Moses would 
know something about the ache beneath their weakness. Gershom’s name carried a 
wound, but that wound became part of the shepherd’s equipment. 

Chapter Two - Moses Had Belonged Externally Before He Belonged Spiritually 

Moses had belonged in Pharaoh’s house externally. He was received by Pharaoh’s daughter. 
He was raised in the atmosphere of Egyptian privilege. He was learned in all the wisdom of 
the Egyptians. He had the outward signs of belonging: shelter, education, name, position, 
and opportunity. But external belonging is not the same as spiritual belonging. Hebrews 
11:24-25 says, “By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of 
Pharaoh’s daughter; Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to 
enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season.” That means Moses’ outward place in Egypt could 
not finally define him. 

That is an uncomfortable lesson. A man can be in a place and still not belong to it in the 
purpose of God. He can be named by a system and yet not owned by that system. He can 
benefit from a world and still be called out of it. Moses had to come to terms with the fact 



that the place that raised him was also the place that enslaved his brethren. Egypt gave 
him education but also represented bondage. Egypt gave him status but also held Israel 
down. He had to refuse a false belonging before he could embrace the affliction of the 
people of God. That refusal cost him. 

When he arrived in Midian, the question of belonging became even more painful. He no 
longer belonged in Egypt practically. He did not yet stand accepted by Israel as deliverer. 
He lived in Midian, but confessed he was a stranger there. God was stripping Moses of 
every easy identity so that his deepest identity would be tied to the LORD. The man who 
had once belonged externally in Egypt had to learn what it meant to belong spiritually to 
God’s purpose, even when every earthly place felt strange. That prepared him to lead a 
people who would also have to learn that their real security was not Egypt, not the 
wilderness, not even Moses, but the LORD God of their fathers. 

Chapter Three - A Stranger Learns What Pride Never Learns 

Pride is most comfortable when it has a place to stand and brag. It likes titles, position, 
familiarity, control, and recognition. But strangerhood strips much of that away. A stranger 
does not get to assume he is understood. A stranger cannot lean on old reputation in the 
same way. A stranger has to learn the customs, the rhythms, the household, and the land 
where he now lives. A stranger feels the distance between what he remembers and what he 
must now face. That condition can become bitter if a man rebels against God, but under 
God’s hand it can become humbling. 

Moses needed that humbling. The younger Moses had acted as though he could force 
deliverance. But the stranger in Midian had to live without the palace machinery that once 
surrounded him. He had to receive help from people outside his upbringing. He had to 
dwell with Jethro. He had to marry into a family not formed in the world he had known. He 
had to work in a land that did not flatter his past. All of that worked against pride. It is hard 
to maintain the full swagger of Egypt when you are a stranger in Midian keeping sheep. 

A man who has never been humbled often has a thin understanding of weak people. He 
may tell them what they should do without understanding what they are carrying. He may 
become harsh because he has never had the props removed from his own life. God was 
making Moses different. He was not making him sentimental or soft-headed; He was 
making him spiritually seasoned. A stranger learns that men are frail, that circumstances 
can change quickly, that identity can be shaken, and that mercy received should make a 
man more careful with others. Pride never learns that in the palace. Moses learned it in a 
strange land. 

Chapter Four - Sympathy Is Not Sentimentality 



There is a great difference between sympathy and sentimentality. Sympathy understands 
weakness and bears with people according to truth. Sentimentality excuses sin, pampers 
unbelief, and calls rebellion “hurt” so it never has to deal with it. Moses needed sympathy, 
not sentimentality. He would later lead Israel, a people who had truly suffered in Egypt and 
yet would often sin in the wilderness. Their bondage was real, but so was their unbelief. 
Their fear had history behind it, but it still had to be corrected by faith. Moses had to 
understand their weakness without becoming a servant of their complaints. 

His strange-land years helped prepare him for that balance. Because he knew what 
displacement felt like, he could understand some of the ache of a people leaving the 
familiar world of Egypt. But because God was also teaching him obedience, reverence, and 
dependence, he could not merely excuse their murmuring. Moses would intercede for 
Israel, but he would also rebuke them. He would fall on his face before God, but he would 
also command obedience. He would understand the burden, but he would not rewrite 
God’s law to accommodate unbelief. That is shepherd wisdom. 

This balance is desperately needed. Some men are harsh because they have no sympathy. 
Others are useless because they have nothing but sentimentality. The harsh man beats the 
sheep. The sentimental man lets the sheep wander into wolves. God was forming Moses 
into a shepherd who could do neither. He had to know how strangers feel, but he also had 
to know what God said. His personal displacement gave him compassion; God’s command 
gave him boundaries. That is the difference between a spiritual shepherd and an emotional 
hireling. 

Chapter Five - He Had to Feel Exile Before Leading an Exodus 

The Exodus was not simply a movement from one location to another. It was the birth of a 
pilgrim nation under the hand of God. Israel would leave Egypt, but they would not instantly 
enter settled rest. They would move through a wilderness, sleep in temporary places, 
follow God’s presence, and live as people between bondage and inheritance. Moses had to 
feel exile before leading that kind of people. He had to know what it meant to be removed 
from the familiar and forced to live by what God provided in an unfamiliar place. 

Moses’ own story foreshadowed Israel’s experience in several ways. He came out of Egypt 
before Israel came out of Egypt. He lived as a stranger before Israel lived as a pilgrim 
nation. He learned desert life before Israel entered the desert. He experienced 
displacement before leading displaced people. God did not give Israel a leader whose life 
had been untouched by the very lessons they would need to learn. Moses’ path prepared 
him to understand their path. His personal exile became part of his public equipment. 



This is one of God’s wise patterns. He often teaches a servant privately before making him 
useful publicly. A man’s personal sorrow may become the very thing that helps him later 
guide others through sorrow. His strange land may prepare him for their wilderness. His 
loneliness may make him more watchful over the lonely. His loss may keep him from 
speaking foolishly to those who are losing. Moses had to feel exile before leading an Exodus 
because God was not merely preparing a commander. He was preparing a shepherd. 

Chapter Six - Pilgrim Leadership Requires a Pilgrim Heart 

Moses needed the heart of a pilgrim to lead pilgrims. A settled palace heart would not do. A 
man still in love with Egypt’s comforts would not be able to lead Israel away from Egypt’s 
pull. A man whose identity was still rooted in Pharaoh’s house would not be able to call a 
nation to follow the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob into the unknown. Moses had to be 
personally detached from the world that once defined him. He had to become a stranger so 
that he could lead a people whose future required separation from Egypt. 

A pilgrim heart does not mean a careless heart. It means a heart that knows this present 
world is not the final home. Israel’s calling was earthly and covenantal, tied to the land God 
promised Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; but before they reached that land, they had to walk 
as pilgrims under divine direction. Moses had to understand the ache and discipline of that 
in his own life. His strange-land years in Midian trained him to live without the old 
securities, without the palace, without Egypt’s system, and without the identity men once 
gave him. That made him better suited to lead people who had to leave bondage behind. 

This principle reaches across the Bible. Abraham was called out. Jacob lived as a stranger. 
Joseph was displaced into Egypt. Israel sojourned. David fled. The saints in Hebrews 11 
confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. In this present dispensation, 
the believer’s calling is heavenly, and Paul tells us our conversation is in heaven. The 
doctrinal distinctions must be kept clear, but the pilgrim principle remains powerful: God’s 
people must not be mastered by the place from which God has called them. Moses needed 
a pilgrim heart because he would lead pilgrims whose temptation would often be to go 
back in heart to Egypt. 

Chapter Seven - Strange-Land Years Prepared Him for Homeless People 

Israel in the wilderness would not have a settled home until God brought them into the 
land. They had promises, but not immediate possession. They had deliverance, but not yet 
rest. They had God’s presence, but not permanent houses. They had manna, but not 
vineyards. They had a tabernacle, but they were still moving. That is a hard state for people 
to live in. It exposes fear, impatience, nostalgia, unbelief, and the desire for visible security. 



Moses had spent years in a similar emotional country. He knew what it was to live in a 
place that did not feel final. 

That did not make Moses tolerant of rebellion, but it helped make him a shepherd rather 
than a mere driver. He understood that people without settled homes can be fearful. He 
understood that displacement presses on the soul. He understood that leaving a known 
world, even a painful one, can create confusion when the future is not yet visible. The 
people still had to believe God. They still had to obey. They still had to stop murmuring. But 
Moses had been prepared to carry the burden of people in transition. A man who has never 
been in transition may treat transitional people with contempt. 

God’s servants must be careful here. There is a kind of truth-telling that is hard because it is 
faithful, and there is a kind of harshness that is hard because it is proud. Moses would need 
the first, not the second. He would have to tell Israel the truth, rebuke their unbelief, and 
uphold God’s word. But his own strange-land years kept him from being a man who merely 
thundered from a distance. He had been in a strange land. He had named a son out of that 
ache. God had made him feel something that would later help him lead people who had no 
settled home. 

Conclusion 

Moses was the stranger who learned how strangers feel. Gershom’s name says it plainly: “I 
have been a stranger in a strange land.” That confession was part of Moses’ making. He had 
once belonged externally in Pharaoh’s household, but that belonging could not define him. 
He was Hebrew by birth, tied to Israel by faith, displaced into Midian by failure and 
providence, and humbled in a land he did not know as home. God used that strange-land 
life to deepen him. The wound became a lesson, and the lesson became part of the 
shepherd. 

This matters because Moses would later lead a nation of strangers and pilgrims. Israel had 
been strangers and slaves in Egypt. They would come out by blood and power, but they 
would not immediately settle into the land. They would wander, fear, murmur, learn, fail, 
and depend on God in the wilderness. Moses needed sympathy, not sentimentality. He had 
to understand weakness without excusing unbelief. He had to know what displacement felt 
like without allowing displacement to become an excuse for rebellion. God made him 
personally acquainted with strangerhood so he could lead strangers under the authority of 
truth. 

A man who has never been humbled may be harsh with humbled people. A man who has 
never been displaced may be cruel to pilgrims. A man who has never felt weakness may 
speak carelessly to the weak. God would not have Moses lead that way. He let him taste 



exile before he led a nation out of bondage. He gave him strange-land years before 
wilderness leadership. He made the fugitive a family man and the stranger a shepherd. And 
through it all, God was teaching Moses that the man who will guide pilgrims must first learn 
what it feels like to have no settled home except the will and presence of the LORD. 

 

 

16 of 40 Lessons Moses Had to Learn in the Desert - The Cry in Egypt and the Silence in 
Midian 

Key Passage: Exodus 2:23-25 
“And it came to pass in process of time, that the king of Egypt died: and the children of 
Israel sighed by reason of the bondage, and they cried, and their cry came up unto God by 
reason of the bondage. And God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant 
with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. And God looked upon the children of Israel, and 
God had respect unto them.” 

Introduction 

There is a holy tension in Exodus 2:23-25 that every Bible believer needs to sit with for a 
while. Israel is crying in Egypt, and Moses is quiet in Midian. The people of God are under 
bondage, and the man God will use to deliver them is out of sight, keeping sheep in a land 
far away from the brickfields. Egypt is groaning with pain, but Midian is wrapped in silence. 
The Hebrews are sighing under taskmasters, but Moses is living an ordinary desert life with 
a wife, children, a father in law, and a flock. If you were watching only from earth, you might 
think nothing was happening. Israel is still in bondage. Pharaoh’s system still stands. 
Moses is not moving. No plagues have fallen. No rod has been lifted. No bush has burned 
yet. But the Bible pulls the curtain back and tells us what heaven was doing: God heard, 
God remembered, God looked, and God had respect. 

That is one of the great lessons Moses had to learn. God’s compassion and God’s timing 
operate together. Men often separate them because men are anxious. They think if God has 
compassion, He must act according to their timetable. They think if God delays, He must 
not care. They think if the cry is real, the answer must be immediate. But the Bible does not 
teach that. God heard Israel’s groaning, but Moses was not summoned that same second. 
God remembered His covenant, but the burning bush still came at the appointed time. God 
looked upon the children of Israel, but He was also still finishing the preparation of the man 
in Midian. The LORD was not deaf while Moses was hidden, and He was not idle while Israel 
suffered. His heart was full of covenant mercy, and His hand was moving according to 
perfect wisdom. 



The foundation of Israel’s rescue was not Moses’ ability. That is the point that must be 
driven deep into the ground. The Exodus did not begin because Moses finally became 
talented enough, old enough, educated enough, or courageous enough. It began with God 
remembering His covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. Moses would be 
used, but Moses was not the foundation. Moses would speak, but the covenant had 
spoken long before him. Moses would stand before Pharaoh, but the God of the fathers had 
already bound Himself by promise. Deliverance begins with God’s faithfulness, not man’s 
impatience. Moses had to learn that the cry in Egypt was heard by a covenant-keeping God 
before the shepherd in Midian was ever sent back with a rod in his hand. 

Chapter One - Israel’s Cry Was Real 

The passage says, “the children of Israel sighed by reason of the bondage, and they cried.” 
That is not a decorative phrase. It is the sound of real suffering. These were not spoiled 
people complaining because life had become mildly inconvenient. They were a nation 
under bondage. They were being driven by Egyptian power, pressed into forced labor, 
crushed beneath a system that had forgotten Joseph and despised the covenant people of 
God. Their sighing came “by reason of the bondage.” Their crying came “by reason of the 
bondage.” The Bible does not minimize their pain. It names it plainly. 

This matters because sometimes religious people talk about suffering as though 
acknowledging it is weakness. The Bible does not do that. The children of Israel sighed. 
They cried. Their groaning is recorded by the Holy Ghost. God did not say, “Stop making 
noise.” He did not say, “This is no burden.” He did not say, “Your pain is imaginary.” Their cry 
came up unto God. There is a world of comfort in that. The LORD is not embarrassed by the 
groans of His people. He is not distant from affliction. He heard Hagar in the wilderness. He 
heard Israel in Egypt. He heard Jonah from the belly of hell. The cry of a burdened soul does 
not vanish into empty air when it rises before the living God. 

Moses had to learn that Israel’s deliverance was not rooted in his irritation at injustice 
alone. God Himself heard the cry. Moses had seen one Egyptian smiting one Hebrew and 
reacted in the flesh. God saw the whole bondage and responded in covenant faithfulness. 
That difference is massive. Man sees a moment and panics. God sees the entire affliction 
and knows exactly when and how to act. The cry was real, but the answer would come by 
God’s wisdom, not Moses’ temper. Israel’s pain mattered, but it had to be answered by the 
LORD, not by a prince running ahead of the LORD. 

Chapter Two - Moses’ Silence Was Also Real 

While Israel cried in Egypt, Moses was silent in Midian. At least, the Scripture gives us no 
public action from him during those long years. He is not organizing a rescue mission. He is 



not gathering soldiers. He is not sending messages back into Egypt. He is not standing at 
the edge of the wilderness shaking his fist at Pharaoh. He is dwelling in Midian, married into 
Jethro’s household, raising a family, and keeping sheep. To the impatient eye, that silence 
looks useless. But God was using it. Moses’ silence was not proof that God had no plan. It 
was proof that God was not going to let Moses’ plan become the plan. 

That silence must have been a strange thing. Moses had once acted too quickly. Now he is 
not acting at all in the public matter of Israel’s deliverance. The man who once struck in 
haste is now being held in obscurity. God was teaching him the difference between 
concern and commission. A man can care deeply and still be told to wait. A man can know 
a burden is real and still not be authorized to move. A man can be called eventually and still 
be hidden presently. Moses’ quiet years in Midian were not a contradiction of Israel’s cry. 
They were part of God’s answer to it. 

This is hard on the flesh because silence feels like absence. If there is no visible motion, we 
assume there is no divine work. But God’s greatest preparations often happen in silence. 
The seed is silent before it breaks the ground. The roots are silent before the fruit appears. 
The child grows in secret before birth. Moses was silent in Midian while God was reshaping 
him for the hour when silence would end. When the bush burned, it would not be because 
Moses finally got impatient enough to act again. It would be because God spoke. Until God 
spoke, silence was safer than activity. 

Chapter Three - God Heard Before Moses Was Sent 

Exodus 2:24 says, “And God heard their groaning.” That comes before Moses’ commission 
in Exodus 3. God heard before Moses was sent. That order is vital. The deliverance of Israel 
did not begin in Moses’ ambition, Moses’ burden, Moses’ memories, or Moses’ readiness. It 
began in the ear and heart of God. The groaning reached heaven before the shepherd 
returned to Egypt. The LORD was already engaged in the matter before Moses had a public 
role in it. This destroys the idea that God’s work depends on man’s impatience to get 
started. 

God hearing Israel means the situation was already in divine hands. Moses was not needed 
to make God aware. He was not needed to convince God that Egypt was cruel. He was not 
needed to stir God’s compassion. The LORD did not require an Egyptian report from Moses 
before He understood the bondage. He heard the groaning Himself. He knew every lash, 
every tear, every sleepless night, every crushed hope, and every sigh beneath the weight of 
oppression. Moses’ role would be real, but it would be secondary. God heard first. 

That should humble any servant of God. The burden you carry is not more compassionate 
than God. The concern you feel did not wake Him up. The tears you see were seen by Him 



before you saw them. The problem you want to fix was known to Him before you were born. 
Moses had to learn that he was being invited into a work God already owned. He was not 
the origin of mercy. He was not the author of deliverance. God heard before Moses was 
sent, and that means the servant must never confuse his involvement with God’s 
awareness. 

Chapter Four - God Remembered His Covenant, Not Moses’ Credentials 

The text says, “And God remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with 
Jacob.” That is the foundation of the Exodus. Not Moses’ Egyptian education. Not Moses’ 
experience in Pharaoh’s house. Not Moses’ ability in words and deeds. Not Moses’ 
knowledge of court customs. God remembered His covenant. The deliverance of Israel 
rested on promises made long before Moses ever drew breath. The God who called 
Abraham, confirmed His word to Isaac, and dealt with Jacob had not forgotten what He 
swore. Israel’s rescue came out of God’s covenant faithfulness. 

This is where a rightly divided Bible believer has to keep the lines clear. Israel is Israel. The 
covenant in Exodus 2 is not some vague religious feeling. It is tied to Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob. God is dealing with the seed of Abraham according to promises He made 
concerning them. The Exodus is not the Body of Christ, and Moses is not preaching Paul’s 
gospel in Egypt. The doctrinal setting is Israel, bondage, covenant, land, national 
deliverance, blood redemption in type, and the display of the LORD’s power over Egypt. If 
you erase that, you turn the passage into religious oatmeal. The Holy Ghost wrote the 
names Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob for a reason. 

Moses had to learn that the mission did not rest on him. God was not sending him because 
Moses had a superior résumé. God was sending him because God was faithful to His own 
word. That is a liberating and humbling truth. It frees the servant from thinking he is the 
foundation, and it humbles him from thinking he is indispensable. Moses could fail, but 
God’s covenant could not. Moses could be hidden, but God’s promise was not. Moses 
could grow old, but God’s oath did not age. The rescue of Israel began with the unchanging 
faithfulness of the LORD. 

Chapter Five - God Looked While Men Thought He Was Silent 

Exodus 2:25 says, “And God looked upon the children of Israel.” That is a tremendous 
sentence. Men may have thought God was silent, but He was looking. Israel may have felt 
buried beneath Egypt’s weight, but God saw them. Pharaoh may have acted as though he 
owned them, but God looked upon them. Moses may have been far away in Midian, but 
God’s eye was not limited by geography. The LORD looked upon the children of Israel with 
perfect knowledge and covenant concern. 



The eye of God is a fearful thing to the wicked and a comfort to the afflicted. Pharaoh 
should have trembled, though he did not yet know enough to tremble. The taskmasters 
should have feared, though they did not. Egypt’s gods should have been exposed as 
nothing, and soon they would be. God looked, and when God looks in covenant judgment 
and mercy, the whole situation is already changing even before men see the change. The 
plagues had not yet fallen, but the eye of God was on the people. The Red sea had not yet 
opened, but the eye of God was on the bondage. The Passover lamb had not yet been slain, 
but the eye of God was on Israel. 

Moses had to learn that God’s silence is not God’s blindness. This is a lesson for every 
hidden season and every burdened heart. The LORD can look while you hear nothing. He 
can see while you wait. He can observe the whole matter while no public intervention has 
yet appeared. Men often demand noise as proof of attention, but God does not need to 
make noise to see. The cry in Egypt and the silence in Midian were both under His eye. That 
means nothing was neglected. Nothing was missed. Nothing was forgotten. 

Chapter Six - God Had Respect Unto Them Before Moses Returned to Them 

The last phrase of Exodus 2:25 says, “and God had respect unto them.” That does not mean 
God was impressed with Israel as though they had earned deliverance. It means He 
regarded them according to His covenant mercy. He turned His attention toward them in 
faithfulness to His promise. They were oppressed, burdened, and groaning, but they were 
not merely another slave population in Egypt. They were the children of Israel, the seed of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. God had respect unto them because His covenant word stood 
behind them. 

That phrase comes before Moses returns. Again, the order matters. God had respect unto 
them before the shepherd came back with the rod. That means the people’s hope did not 
begin when Moses showed up. Their hope was in God’s covenant regard. Moses would 
become visible, but God’s respect was already active. The servant is often the visible part 
of a work, but God’s hidden regard is the real source. Israel’s rescue was not born when 
Moses walked into Egypt. It was born in the faithfulness of God to His own word. 

This also teaches that God’s people may be low in the world and high in divine regard at the 
same time. Egypt saw slaves. God saw covenant people. Pharaoh saw labor. God saw the 
seed of promise. Men may evaluate people by their condition, but God sees them 
according to His purpose. Moses had to learn not to measure Israel by Egypt’s treatment of 
them. They were oppressed, but not abandoned. They were burdened, but not forgotten. 
God had respect unto them before the visible deliverance began. 

Chapter Seven - Compassion and Timing Are Not Enemies 



The whole passage teaches that God’s compassion and God’s timing are not enemies. He 
heard their groaning, remembered His covenant, looked upon them, and had respect unto 
them. That is compassion. Yet Moses was not immediately summoned in the previous 
chapter at the moment he first saw injustice. That is timing. Men often accuse God’s timing 
because they misunderstand His compassion. They say, “If He cares, why does He wait?” 
But the Bible shows that He cares and waits according to wisdom. His waiting is not 
indifference. His compassion is not panic. 

God was doing more than ending pain quickly. He was preparing a deliverance that would 
reveal His name, judge Egypt, separate Israel, establish Passover, display redemption by 
blood in type, bring the nation through the sea, and lead them toward Sinai. He was also 
preparing Moses. A quick answer according to Moses’ first method would have left one 
dead Egyptian in the sand. God’s appointed answer would leave Egypt judged, Pharaoh 
broken, Israel redeemed, and the LORD’s name declared. The difference between man’s 
timing and God’s timing is the difference between a corpse hidden in sand and a nation 
singing on the far side of the Red sea. 

Moses had to learn that lesson before he could serve in the matter. The cry was real. God’s 
compassion was real. But the timing belonged to the LORD. A servant who cannot accept 
both compassion and timing will either become callous or frantic. If he forgets 
compassion, he will be cold toward suffering. If he rejects timing, he will run ahead of God. 
Moses had already run ahead once. Now he had to learn that the God who hears the cry 
also knows the hour. Deliverance begins not with human haste, but with divine faithfulness 
moving at the appointed time. 

Conclusion 

The cry in Egypt and the silence in Midian teach one of the deepest lessons in Moses’ 
preparation. Israel was groaning under bondage, and Moses was hidden in the desert. From 
the ground, it may have looked like a contradiction. If God heard Israel, why was Moses still 
in Midian? If Moses was the chosen instrument, why was Israel still crying? But Scripture 
gives the heavenly answer: God heard, God remembered, God looked, and God had 
respect. The LORD was not deaf while Moses was hidden, and He was not idle while Israel 
suffered. 

The foundation of Israel’s rescue was not Moses’ ability. It was God’s covenant with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Moses would be sent, but the covenant came first. Moses 
would speak, but God had already heard. Moses would stand before Pharaoh, but God had 
already looked upon His people. Moses would lift the rod, but God’s faithfulness was the 
power behind the whole work. This keeps the servant in his place and the glory where it 



belongs. The Exodus is not the story of a great man inventing deliverance. It is the story of 
the covenant-keeping God using a humbled man to accomplish what He had promised. 

That is why waiting is not wasted when God is in it. Israel’s cry was not ignored, and Moses’ 
silence was not useless. God was working on both ends of the story. He was preparing 
judgment for Pharaoh, deliverance for Israel, and humility in Moses. His compassion and 
timing operated together. And when the time came, the bush burned, the shepherd was 
called, and Egypt learned that the God who had seemed silent had been listening all along. 

 

 

17 of 40 Lessons Moses Had to Learn in the Desert - The Bush Burned After the Man 
Was Broken 

Key Passage: Exodus 3:2 
“And the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: 
and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed.” 

Introduction 

The burning bush did not appear to Moses in the first week of his exile. It did not appear 
while the heat of Egypt was still fresh on him, while the blood of the Egyptian was hardly dry 
in the sand, while his pride still imagined that deliverance might be accomplished by one 
violent act of personal force. The bush burned after forty years. That is the first lesson. God 
waited until the prince had been buried in the desert, until the shepherd had been formed 
in obscurity, until the man had been slowed down by sheep, humbled by failure, steadied 
by family life, and stripped of the old ambition that once moved too quickly. Exodus 3:2 is 
not merely a dramatic scene. It is the appointed moment when God’s fire meets a broken 
man in a barren place. 

The scene itself is full of divine contradiction. A bush burns with fire, yet the bush is not 
consumed. It is not a palace torch. It is not an Egyptian altar. It is not a golden lampstand in 
some royal court. It is not a polished monument of religion. It is a desert bush. Lowly, 
ordinary, unimpressive, easily passed by, and yet filled with the manifestation of God. That 
bush had no greatness in itself. Its glory was not native. Its power was not natural. Its 
preservation was not botanical. The wonder was not that the bush was impressive, but that 
the LORD appeared there. God took an ordinary thing, filled it with supernatural fire, and 
preserved it from being consumed. Moses had to see that before he could understand his 
own calling. 



That bush was a sermon before Moses ever heard the words. It preached divine presence. It 
preached preservation. It preached calling. It told Moses that God can dwell in what is 
lowly without destroying it. It told Moses that the power is not in the vessel but in the LORD 
who fills it. It told Moses that God does not need Egypt’s gold, Pharaoh’s throne, or man’s 
reputation to display His glory. And it told Moses something about himself. If God could use 
a desert bush, God could use a broken shepherd. But Moses must never forget where the 
fire came from. The power was not in the bush, and the power would not be in Moses. The 
power was in the LORD. 

Chapter One - The Bush Burned After Forty Years, Not Before 

The timing of the burning bush matters. Acts 7:30 says, “And when forty years were expired, 
there appeared to him in the wilderness of mount Sina an angel of the Lord in a flame of fire 
in a bush.” That phrase “when forty years were expired” is not filler. It tells you the bush 
burned at the end of a completed season. God did not rush the revelation. He did not show 
Moses the fire while Moses was still full of Egypt’s haste. He waited until the appointed 
work of humbling had run its course. The bush burned after the man was broken. 

That is the opposite of how flesh wants God to work. Flesh wants fire immediately. It wants 
calling before crushing, platform before preparation, power before humility, and public 
usefulness before private breaking. Flesh wants the bush to burn the moment the man 
feels a burden. But God is wiser than flesh. If the bush had burned right after Moses killed 
the Egyptian, Moses might have carried the old temper into the new commission. If the 
bush had burned before the desert had done its work, Moses might have thought God was 
endorsing the prince instead of transforming the man. God waited because the man 
needed more than a mission; he needed surgery. 

Forty years of ordinary life came before one extraordinary moment. That should teach us 
not to despise the long, slow dealings of God. The burning bush was not the beginning of 
Moses’ preparation; it was the signal that a long preparation had reached its appointed 
hour. God’s fire did not cancel the desert years. It explained them. The sheep, the silence, 
the exile, the family life, the hidden service, the waiting, and the repeated lessons of 
weakness all stood behind that flame. The bush burned after the man was broken because 
God does not put holy fire on an unbroken ego and call that ministry. 

Chapter Two - God Chose a Bush, Not a Palace Torch 

The LORD appeared in a bush. That is worth stopping over. He could have appeared in a 
royal flame above Egypt. He could have written fire across Pharaoh’s palace. He could have 
chosen an Egyptian temple, a polished altar, a great statue, or some grand display that 
would have satisfied man’s craving for spectacle. Instead, He appeared in a desert bush. 



That is God’s way of insulting human pride without asking its permission. He chose the 
ordinary, the lowly, the passed-over thing, and made it the place of revelation. 

A bush has no majesty in itself. It is not impressive lumber. It is not a cedar of Lebanon. It is 
not a throne. It is not something men would naturally gather around and say, “Surely this is 
where God will appear.” That is the point. The vessel was lowly so the glory would clearly 
belong to God. The LORD was teaching Moses that He does not need impressive material 
to display supernatural power. He can take what men overlook and make it burn with a 
glory no palace can imitate. Egypt had its monuments, but God met Moses in a bush. 

This lesson would go straight into Moses’ future. Moses himself was no longer the polished 
palace instrument men might have expected. He was an eighty-year-old shepherd in the 
wilderness. He had no army, no throne, no Egyptian office, no political backing, and no 
visible power. But God was showing him the pattern: the lowly vessel is not the problem 
when the LORD is present. The bush did not need to become a palace torch to be useful. 
Moses did not need to become an Egyptian prince again to be sent. God chose a bush to 
teach a broken man that divine power does not depend on earthly impressiveness. 

Chapter Three - The Fire Was Divine Presence, Not Natural Ability 

The bush burned because God appeared there. The fire was not the bush’s talent. The bush 
had not developed a hidden ability to sustain flame. It had not improved itself into 
supernatural usefulness. It burned because “the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a 
flame of fire out of the midst of a bush.” That is the whole explanation. The presence of God 
made the ordinary thing extraordinary. The bush did not become glorious by self-
improvement. It became the scene of glory by divine presence. 

Moses had to learn that lesson deeply. He had once been mighty in words and deeds 
according to Acts 7:22, but mightiness in human terms did not deliver Israel. Egyptian 
learning did not break Pharaoh. Natural ability did not open the Red sea. Human courage 
did not bring manna from heaven. Moses’ future usefulness would not rest in what Moses 
naturally possessed. It would rest in the God who called, sent, spoke, judged, and 
preserved. The fire in the bush was a visual rebuke to every form of self-confidence. 

This is one of the great doctrinal lessons of the passage. When God uses a vessel, the glory 
belongs to God, not the vessel. The bush cannot boast of the flame. The rod cannot boast 
of the miracles. The servant cannot boast of the commission. Paul says in 2 Corinthians 
4:7, “But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be 
of God, and not of us.” That truth is seen in principle at the burning bush. The fire was not 
natural ability. It was divine presence. Moses had to learn that if he ever burned with 
usefulness, it would be because the LORD was in the midst. 



Chapter Four - The Bush Was Not Consumed 

The wonder was not only that the bush burned, but that “the bush was not consumed.” Fire 
naturally consumes a bush. A dry desert bush should go up quickly. It should crackle, flare, 
collapse, and become ash. But this bush burned and was not consumed. God’s presence 
was manifested without destroying the lowly vessel. That is a miracle of preservation. The 
same God whose holiness is a consuming fire can manifest Himself and preserve what He 
chooses to use. 

That was a lesson Moses needed. The work ahead would be overwhelming. Pharaoh would 
resist. Egypt would be judged. Israel would murmur. The wilderness would test him. The 
burden of a nation would press upon him until he would cry under it. If Moses thought the 
calling depended on his own strength, he would be consumed. But the bush showed him 
the secret. God can put His fire in a lowly thing and keep it from burning up. The 
preservation is as much of God as the flame is. The LORD does not merely call; He sustains 
what He calls. 

This is not an excuse for laziness or carelessness. It is a doctrine of dependence. A man 
serving God is not preserved by personality, stamina, reputation, or fleshly toughness. 
Those things burn out. The only reason a servant can endure the real fire of divine work is 
because God preserves him. Moses would face pressure that no natural man could carry 
safely. The bush not consumed preached before the call was spoken: if God sends you, 
God must sustain you. The vessel lives because the LORD holds it. 

Chapter Five - The Lowly Vessel Revealed the LORD’s Method 

God’s method is often to use lowly things so the glory cannot be stolen by the instrument. 
First Corinthians 1:27 says, “But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to 
confound the wise.” That principle runs all through Scripture. A shepherd boy brings down 
Goliath. A rod opens the sea. A jawbone slays Philistines. A widow’s handful of meal is 
sustained. A manger holds the Lord Jesus Christ. Fishermen are called to follow the 
Messiah. God has no shortage of ways to embarrass human pride. The burning bush stands 
in that great line of divine method. 

Moses had to learn that God’s work is not built on the same principles as Egypt’s empire. 
Egypt trusted visible strength, numbers, monuments, chariots, and the machinery of 
bondage. God appeared in a bush. Egypt shouted power from palaces. God whispered 
holiness from a desert flame. Egypt crushed weak things. God filled a weak thing with fire 
and preserved it. Moses needed to have Egypt’s categories shattered. If he was going back 
to Pharaoh, he had to go back with God’s method, not Egypt’s method. 



This is a needed rebuke to every generation that confuses spiritual usefulness with visible 
impressiveness. Men want big names, polished stages, institutional approval, celebrity 
platforms, and the appearance of power. God can use what He chooses, but He is never 
dependent on any of that. He can fill a bush. He can send a shepherd. He can shake an 
empire with a rod. He can put treasure in earthen vessels. The lowly vessel reveals the 
LORD’s method: strip the glory from the instrument so every honest eye must look to God. 

Chapter Six - Moses Had to See Himself in the Bush 

The bush was not only a sign to Moses; it was a mirror. Moses had become a kind of desert 
bush himself. Once he had been connected to the palace, but now he was in the 
wilderness. Once he had seemed important, but now he was lowly and hidden. Once he 
may have imagined himself as the deliverer, but now he was an old shepherd keeping 
another man’s flock. He was not impressive in the way Egypt counted impressiveness. And 
that is precisely when God appeared. Moses had to see that God could put His fire in a 
lowly vessel without the vessel being the source of the power. 

This would guard Moses from two opposite errors. The first error would be pride: thinking 
the fire was in him. The second error would be despair: thinking God could not use him 
because he was only a bush. Both errors are answered in Exodus 3:2. The bush had no 
glory of its own, so pride had no ground. But the bush did burn by God’s presence, so 
despair had no right. Moses was not the power, but Moses could be used. Moses was not 
sufficient, but God was sufficient. Moses was not the deliverer in himself, but God could 
send him as the instrument of deliverance. 

That is a tremendous lesson for any servant. The flesh swings between arrogance and 
unbelief. One day it says, “I can do this.” The next day it says, “God cannot use me.” Both 
statements are too man-centered. The issue is not the bush. The issue is the LORD in the 
bush. Moses had to learn not to glory in himself and not to bury the commission under 
false humility. The bush taught him the right answer: nothing in me, but God can dwell, God 
can speak, God can send, God can preserve, and God can use. 

Chapter Seven - The Fire Led to a Call 

The burning bush was not a religious light show. It led to a call. God did not appear merely 
to amaze Moses. He appeared to address him, reveal Himself, and send him. Exodus 3:4 
says, “God called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses.” The fire 
had a voice. The wonder had a message. The revelation had a commission. Moses turned 
aside to see, and then God called him by name. That is what separates holy revelation from 
empty spectacle. God’s fire brings God’s word. 



This matters because men love religious drama that demands nothing. They want fire 
without obedience, wonder without submission, experience without holiness, and signs 
without a commission. But when God met Moses, He told him to take off his shoes, 
revealed Himself as the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, declared that He had seen 
Israel’s affliction, and then sent Moses back to Egypt. The fire was not entertainment. It 
was the doorway into obedience. The bush burned because God was about to move His 
servant into the purpose for which the desert had prepared him. 

Moses had to learn that divine presence always has authority. The God who appears is the 
God who commands. The God who preserves the bush is the God who sends the man. The 
God who can fill a lowly vessel with fire can also tell that vessel where to go and what to 
say. The burning bush was a doctrinal lesson in calling: God reveals Himself, God speaks, 
God sends, and the servant obeys. The power is His. The preservation is His. The command 
is His. The servant’s place is to answer. 

Conclusion 

The bush burned after the man was broken. That is the first great lesson of Exodus 3:2. 
Moses did not meet the burning bush as a fresh prince still intoxicated with Egypt’s power. 
He met it as a humbled shepherd after forty years in Midian. God’s fire came at the end of a 
long season of formation. The delay was not waste. The desert was not empty. The silence 
was not meaningless. God was preparing the man to understand the message of the bush 
before the bush ever burned. 

The bush itself preached divine truth. It was lowly, ordinary, and unimpressive, yet it burned 
with supernatural fire and was not consumed. The power was not in the bush. The 
preservation was not in the bush. The glory was not in the bush. The wonder was the LORD 
in the midst. Moses had to learn that his own future ministry would work the same way. He 
would not deliver Israel by Egyptian wisdom, palace influence, personal force, or natural 
ability. If he burned with usefulness, it would be because God was present. If he endured 
the burden, it would be because God preserved him. 

The burning bush was therefore not merely a dramatic scene. It was a doctrinal lesson in 
divine presence, preservation, and calling. God chooses lowly vessels. God fills them with 
what they do not possess. God preserves them from what would naturally consume them. 
God speaks from the fire and sends them according to His word. Moses saw a bush burn 
without being consumed, and in that holy sight God taught him the secret of the rest of his 
life: the vessel is nothing, the fire is everything, and the LORD in the midst makes the 
impossible possible. 

 



18 of 40 Lessons Moses Had to Learn in the Desert - Turn Aside and See 

Key Passage: Exodus 3:3-4 
“And Moses said, I will now turn aside, and see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt. 
And when the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God called unto him out of the midst 
of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am I.” 

Introduction 

There is a little movement in Exodus 3 that carries a mighty lesson: “I will now turn aside, 
and see this great sight.” Moses was not sitting in a prophet’s chamber waiting for a vision. 
He was not leaning against a pulpit with a schedule in his hand and a crowd waiting for him. 
He was not in Pharaoh’s court trying to regain his old place. He was keeping the flock of 
Jethro his father in law on the backside of the desert. He was doing ordinary work in an 
ordinary place after decades of ordinary repetition. Then God interrupted the ordinary with 
the supernatural. A bush burned with fire and was not consumed, and Moses had enough 
spiritual attention left in him to stop, turn aside, and look. That moment matters. A 
distracted man misses what a prepared man notices. 

The Bible says, “And when the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God called unto him 
out of the midst of the bush.” Notice the order. Moses saw the bush, Moses turned aside, 
and then God called. The LORD knew Moses was there before Moses turned aside. The 
LORD had already appeared in the flame before Moses understood the sight. But the call is 
connected in the text with Moses’ attention: “when the LORD saw that he turned aside to 
see.” God did not put that phrase in the Bible to fill space. He is showing us that 
attentiveness matters. Moses had spent forty years being slowed down, humbled, emptied, 
and trained until he could notice the divine interruption in the middle of a common duty. 
The prince who once looked this way and that way before striking an Egyptian now turns 
aside to behold what God is doing. 

This essay is not about chasing signs like a religious fool hunting fireworks. It is about 
having enough spiritual sobriety to notice when God interrupts the path of faithfulness. 
Moses was not idle when God called; he was working. He was not playing at spirituality; he 
was keeping sheep. He was not neglecting his duty to manufacture an experience; he was 
in the middle of the duty God had placed before him. That is where the bush burned. God 
can meet a man in the path of ordinary obedience. But when He does, the man must stop, 
look, listen, and answer. A busy man may miss it. A proud man may despise it. A distracted 
man may pass it. A prepared man turns aside and sees. 

Chapter One - God Met Moses While He Was Working 



The first thing that must be nailed down is that Moses was not idle when God met him. 
Exodus 3:1 says he kept the flock of Jethro and led the flock to the backside of the desert. 
That is the setting of the burning bush. Moses was working. He was fulfilling a 
responsibility. He was not loafing around waiting for God to do something spectacular. He 
was not hiding behind spiritual language to avoid practical duty. He was in motion, leading 
sheep, carrying out the plain work of the day. Then God stepped into the path. 

That is one of the great patterns of Scripture. God often calls men while they are working, 
not while they are doing nothing. David was keeping sheep before Samuel anointed him. 
Elisha was plowing when Elijah cast the mantle on him. Peter and Andrew were casting a 
net into the sea when Christ called them. James and John were mending their nets. 
Matthew was sitting at the receipt of custom. God has no problem interrupting ordinary 
labor with divine purpose. In fact, ordinary labor often proves that a man can be trusted 
with the next thing. A man who will not be faithful in a common duty should not brag about 
what he would do in a dramatic calling. 

Moses had to learn that God’s call does not excuse laziness. The bush burned along the 
road of faithfulness, not on the couch of excuse-making. This rebukes the modern dreamer 
who wants a great assignment while despising ordinary responsibility. He wants a platform 
but will not keep the flock. He wants a voice but will not be faithful in silence. He wants a 
burning bush but cannot be trusted with Tuesday’s duty. Moses was not discovered by God 
in idleness. He was met by God while working. The LORD can interrupt a faithful man’s path 
because the man is actually walking in it. 

Chapter Two - The Supernatural Interrupted the Ordinary 

The burning bush appeared in the middle of ordinary shepherd life. That is what makes the 
scene so striking. Moses had probably seen many bushes in the wilderness. He had 
probably walked past countless dry, lowly, forgettable things during those long years. The 
desert was familiar by now. The work was familiar. The routines were familiar. But this day, 
the ordinary was interrupted by something that did not behave according to ordinary rules. 
The bush burned with fire and was not consumed. The common place became uncommon 
because God was there. 

That teaches a great lesson about divine interruptions. God does not always announce 
beforehand that an ordinary day is about to become a holy appointment. Moses did not 
wake up and circle the date on a calendar. He did not know that this day would divide his 
life into before and after. He was simply keeping sheep. Then the LORD put a sight before 
him that demanded attention. The interruption came in the middle of duty. The place where 



yesterday had been routine became today’s holy ground. That is how God often works. He 
does not need a dramatic setting to make a dramatic call. 

This should make a man careful with ordinary days. The flesh thinks nothing important can 
happen unless the stage already looks important. But God can put fire in a bush. He can 
hide a call inside a workday. He can place a lesson in a conversation, a burden in a delay, a 
warning in a closed door, a rebuke in a failure, or a commission in a quiet place. The 
supernatural interrupted the ordinary because the ordinary is not outside God’s reach. 
Moses had to learn that the LORD is not confined to palaces, temples, schools, or public 
platforms. He can meet a man in the desert while the man is doing the job in front of him. 

Chapter Three - Moses Turned Aside Instead of Passing By 

Moses said, “I will now turn aside, and see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt.” That 
sentence shows intention. Moses did not merely glance and keep moving. He did not treat 
the sight as a passing curiosity. He turned aside. He stopped the forward motion of his 
ordinary path long enough to give attention to what God had placed before him. That act of 
turning aside is small in movement but great in meaning. It shows that Moses was not so 
enslaved to routine that he could not notice revelation. 

A distracted man would have missed it. A hurried man might have said, “I have sheep to 
move.” A cynical man might have dismissed it. A proud man might have thought a desert 
bush beneath him. A careless man might have looked once and gone on. But Moses turned 
aside. He recognized that something was happening that required attention. After forty 
years of shepherding, he had not become spiritually dull. The routines had not made him 
blind. The desert had not made him careless. He still had the capacity to stop and behold a 
great sight. 

This is a serious rebuke to our distracted age. Men are surrounded by noise, schedules, 
screens, opinions, arguments, panic, entertainment, self-promotion, and constant motion. 
Many could walk past a burning bush because they are too busy checking Egypt’s 
headlines. A man can become so addicted to movement that he no longer knows how to 
stop. He can become so used to noise that he cannot hear a call. Moses had to turn aside. 
There are moments when a man must pause long enough to see what God is doing, hear 
what God is saying, and answer what God is requiring. 

Chapter Four - The LORD Saw That He Turned Aside 

The Bible says, “And when the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God called unto him 
out of the midst of the bush.” That is one of the most searching phrases in the passage. 
Moses was looking at the bush, but the LORD was looking at Moses. Moses turned aside to 
see the sight, and the LORD saw the turning. The divine eye was not merely on the bush. It 



was on the man. God saw whether Moses would notice, whether he would stop, whether 
he would give attention, whether the prepared man would respond to the interruption. 

This does not mean God lacked knowledge until Moses moved. The LORD knows all things. 
It means the text connects the call with Moses’ response of attention. God waited until 
Moses turned aside, and then He called. There is a moral and spiritual lesson there. God is 
not obligated to pour holy things into a man who will not turn aside. He is not obligated to 
speak further to a man who treats His dealings as background noise. The LORD saw the 
turning, and the call came. That ought to make us tremble. God watches not only what He 
places before us, but whether we care enough to attend to it. 

Moses had to learn that attentiveness is part of readiness. He had been prepared by years 
of silence to recognize the moment when silence broke. He had been slowed down by 
sheep so he could stop before a bush. He had been humbled so he would not despise a 
lowly vessel. He had been emptied enough to listen. When the LORD saw that he turned 
aside, God called him by name. A prepared man not only works faithfully; he notices 
faithfully. He does not force God to speak, but he does not rush past when God does. 

Chapter Five - God Called Him by Name From the Fire 

When Moses turned aside, God called unto him out of the midst of the bush and said, 
“Moses, Moses.” The fire was not impersonal. The sight was not merely a spectacle. The 
God in the bush knew the man by name. That is a tremendous thing. Moses may have felt 
forgotten by Egypt, distant from Israel, ordinary in Midian, and hidden in desert life, but the 
LORD knew exactly who he was. The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob did not say, “Hey, 
shepherd.” He said, “Moses, Moses.” 

That double call carries weight. God called Abraham by name. He called Samuel by name. 
He called Saul of Tarsus by name on the Damascus road. When God calls a man by name, 
the matter becomes personal. Moses was not being invited to analyze a phenomenon. He 
was being addressed by the living God. The bush got his attention, but the voice claimed 
him. The sight made him turn aside, but the word brought him under authority. The call 
from the fire was not a religious experience for Moses to admire; it was God laying hold of 
the man. 

This is one of the great differences between curiosity and calling. Curiosity says, “What is 
this?” Calling says, “Moses, Moses.” Curiosity observes. Calling demands an answer. 
Curiosity can stay at a distance. Calling brings the man into the matter. Moses turned aside 
to see why the bush was not burnt, but he left that moment having heard the God of the 
bush call his name. A man may begin by looking at what God is doing, but when God 
speaks, the issue becomes obedience. The God who gets attention also gives commands. 



Chapter Six - Here Am I Is the Answer of a Listening Servant 

Moses answered, “Here am I.” That is not a long speech. It is not a theological essay. It is 
not a list of qualifications. It is not an argument. It is the answer of a man who has been 
addressed and is present before God. “Here am I” means Moses has stopped, turned, 
listened, and made himself available to the voice that called him. He does not yet know the 
full burden. He does not yet know the full difficulty. He does not yet know all the objections 
that will rise in his own heart. But at the call of his name, he answers. 

That answer appears elsewhere in Scripture as the language of availability before God. 
Abraham says, “Here am I.” Samuel says, “Speak; for thy servant heareth.” Isaiah says, 
“Here am I; send me.” In each case, the issue is not that the man is sufficient in himself. 
The issue is that the man is present before God. Moses will soon raise questions, fears, and 
objections, but the first answer is still important. He hears his name and responds. The 
man who once acted before being sent now answers when called. That is progress. 

Moses had to learn to listen before moving. In Egypt, he moved after seeing oppression. At 
the bush, he listens after hearing his name. That is a major change. The servant of God 
must not be merely reactive to circumstances. He must be responsive to God. There is a 
world of difference between reacting to what you see and answering the One who calls. 
Moses’ “Here am I” is the beginning of a new kind of obedience. He is no longer starting a 
private campaign. He is standing before the God who speaks from the fire. 

Chapter Seven - A Distracted Man Misses What a Prepared Man Notices 

The whole scene teaches that a distracted man misses what a prepared man notices. The 
bush itself was visible, but not every man would have turned aside. The call itself came, but 
it came in connection with Moses’ attention. God had spent decades preparing Moses to 
be the kind of man who could notice the interruption, stop the routine, and listen to the 
voice. The preparation was not only moral; it was perceptive. Moses had been made 
attentive. He had been slowed enough to see. 

Distraction is one of the devil’s great tools, and it does not always look wicked. Sometimes 
it looks busy. Sometimes it looks necessary. Sometimes it looks productive. A man may be 
distracted by work, by ministry, by trouble, by ambition, by fear, by criticism, by 
entertainment, or by his own plans. The issue is not simply whether he is doing something 
sinful. The issue is whether he is too cluttered to notice God’s interruption. Moses was 
working, but he was not so consumed by work that he missed God. That balance is 
important. Faithfulness in duty must not become deafness to God. 

The prepared man notices because God has trained his soul. He is not chasing every 
strange flame, but he is not blind to holy fire. He is not gullible, but he is attentive. He is not 



idle, but he is interruptible. He is not looking for excuses to leave duty, but he knows when 
God has stepped into the path. Moses had to learn that there are moments when the right 
thing to do is turn aside and see. The sheep could wait. The bush was burning. The LORD 
was about to speak. 

Conclusion 

Moses had to turn aside and see. That simple action stands between ordinary shepherd 
work and the call that would send him back to Egypt. He was not idle when God called. He 
was faithful in the duty before him. He was leading the flock in the wilderness when God 
interrupted the common path with supernatural fire. That means God can meet a man in 
the middle of ordinary obedience. The burning bush did not appear because Moses 
abandoned responsibility. It appeared while he was walking in it. 

The lesson is attentiveness. Moses saw, stopped, turned aside, listened, and answered. 
“When the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God called unto him.” The LORD was 
watching the man watch the bush. That is searching. God sees whether a man is paying 
attention. He sees whether routine has made him dull, whether pride has made him 
dismissive, whether hurry has made him blind, and whether distraction has made him 
deaf. Moses was prepared enough to notice the holy interruption. He was not too busy to 
turn aside. 

A distracted man misses what a prepared man notices. That is the warning. The LORD can 
put fire in a bush, truth in a verse, warning in a circumstance, conviction in a sermon, 
direction in a closed door, or a call in the middle of a common duty. The question is 
whether the man will pass by or turn aside. Moses turned aside, and when he did, the voice 
of God called his name. The burning bush required him to stop, look, listen, and answer. So 
does every true encounter with the God who still speaks through His word and still meets 
faithful men in the path of obedience. 

 

 

19 of 40 Lessons Moses Had to Learn in the Desert - Holy Ground Before Holy Work 

Key Passage: Exodus 3:5 
“And he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon 
thou standest is holy ground.” 

Introduction 



Before Moses received his commission, he received a correction. That is the first thing that 
must be understood about Exodus 3:5. Moses had turned aside to see the great sight. The 
bush burned with fire and was not consumed. God called unto him out of the midst of the 
bush, “Moses, Moses,” and Moses answered, “Here am I.” But before God explained the 
mission, before He described Israel’s deliverance, before He sent Moses back to Pharaoh, 
before He put the rod of God in his hand, before He gave him signs and words, the LORD 
stopped him at the threshold and said, “Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy 
feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground.” That is not a minor detail. That is 
the divine order. Holy ground comes before holy work. 

Moses had spent forty years being humbled in the desert, but even a humbled man still had 
to learn reverence at the presence of God. He could not rush into the calling with dusty 
sandals and Egyptian confidence. He could not approach the LORD as though the burning 
bush were a curiosity to be inspected, a spectacle to be analyzed, or a religious experience 
to be enjoyed on his own terms. God’s presence must be approached God’s way. The 
ground was not holy because the dirt was special. It was not holy because the bush had 
some natural sacredness. It was holy because God was there. The presence of the LORD 
changed the place, changed the posture, changed the rules, and changed Moses’ 
approach. 

This is a lesson badly needed in an age of casual religion and fleshly familiarity with holy 
things. Men speak of God as though He were their neighbor on a porch swing. They handle 
Scripture like material for branding. They treat worship like entertainment, preaching like 
performance, prayer like a slogan, and ministry like a platform. They want the commission 
without the correction, the fire without the fear, the work without the worship, the call 
without the shoes coming off. But God stopped Moses before He sent Moses. The first 
issue was not Pharaoh. The first issue was reverence. Before Moses could stand in Egypt 
and say, “Thus saith the LORD,” he had to stand in the desert and learn that the ground 
beneath his feet was holy because the LORD was there. 

Chapter One - The First Word Was Not Go, But Stop 

When God called Moses from the bush, the first instruction was not, “Go to Pharaoh.” It 
was, “Draw not nigh hither.” That is a strange word to the modern religious mind because 
modern religion thinks every encounter with God must begin with invitation, comfort, 
affirmation, and usefulness. But the LORD began by setting a boundary. Moses had turned 
aside to see, and God told him not to come closer. The man was not permitted to decide 
the distance for himself. The God who called him also regulated his approach. That is 
reverence. 



This boundary teaches that God is not common. He is not to be approached like another 
man, another idea, another opportunity, or another experience. He is the LORD. The God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob does not surrender His holiness because He chooses to speak. 
Divine condescension is not divine casualness. The fact that God came down to meet 
Moses did not mean Moses could walk in as though he were entering a marketplace. The 
presence of God brings mercy, but it also brings fear. It brings calling, but it also brings 
correction. It brings access, but only according to God’s terms. 

Moses had to learn that holy work begins with holy restraint. A man who cannot stop when 
God says stop is not ready to go when God says go. The servant must be governed before 
he can be sent. He must learn that the call of God is not permission for self-will but a 
summons into obedience. God stopped Moses at the bush to teach him that the mission 
would never be Moses’ private campaign. It would be holy work under holy authority. The 
first word was not “Go,” but “Stop,” because the man needed reverence before assignment. 

Chapter Two - Dusty Sandals Had to Come Off 

The LORD said, “put off thy shoes from off thy feet.” Moses’ sandals belonged to his 
ordinary walk. They had touched the dust of the desert, the paths of shepherding, the 
common ground of daily labor. There was nothing sinful about shoes in themselves. Moses 
needed them to walk. He needed them to work. But in the presence of God, they had to 
come off. The issue was not footwear fashion; it was reverence, humility, and 
acknowledgment that Moses was standing before holiness. God required a visible act of 
submission before He gave a verbal commission. 

This is one of those places where the Bible destroys the idea that sincerity allows a man to 
approach God any way he wants. Moses may have been sincere. He may have been 
curious. He may have been attentive. But God still told him what to do. God’s presence is 
not governed by man’s good intentions. Holy things are not handled according to fleshly 
preference. When God says, “put off thy shoes,” the right answer is not discussion, 
creativity, modernization, or self-expression. The right answer is obedience. Shoes off. 
Head bowed. Mouth shut until God speaks. 

Moses had to be stripped of casual approach. He could not stand before the LORD like a 
tourist before a landmark. The shoes coming off preached a lesson before Moses ever 
returned to Egypt: the servant is not above the command. If Moses would later demand 
that Pharaoh bow to the word of the LORD, Moses himself had to bow first. A man who will 
preach obedience must first be obedient. A man who will confront rebellion must first be 
corrected. A man who will speak for God must first take off what God tells him to take off. 

Chapter Three - The Ground Was Holy Because God Was There 



God said, “for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground.” That ground was not holy 
the day before because of its natural composition. It was not holy because the dirt had 
religious properties. It was not holy because Midian had some mystical energy, as the 
heathen would say. It was holy because God manifested His presence there. The presence 
of the LORD sanctified the place. The same desert that men would have passed through 
without noticing became holy ground when God appeared in the bush. Holiness is not 
manufactured by atmosphere. It is defined by God. 

This is a doctrinal lesson. Holy things are holy because God sets them apart, God inhabits 
them, God names them, or God commands concerning them. Man does not make things 
holy by sentiment. He does not make ground holy by superstition. He does not make 
worship holy by mood lighting. He does not make ministry holy by branding. The LORD 
makes holy what He chooses to set apart. At the bush, God marked the ground by His 
presence. Moses had to recognize that the difference between common and holy is not 
decided by human taste but by divine reality. 

This would matter greatly later. Moses would deal with holy places, holy vessels, holy 
garments, holy sacrifices, holy days, holy assemblies, and the holy God dwelling among 
Israel. He would learn that Nadab and Abihu could not offer strange fire before the LORD 
and live. He would learn that the tabernacle was not a religious tent for creative 
experimentation. He would learn that holy things must be handled according to the word of 
God. The first lesson came at the bush: the ground is holy because God is there, and when 
God is there, man does not define the terms. 

Chapter Four - Reverence Came Before Commission 

The work ahead was enormous. Moses would be sent back to Egypt. He would confront 
Pharaoh. He would announce judgment. He would lead Israel out. He would stand at the 
Red sea. He would ascend Sinai. He would receive the law. He would oversee the 
tabernacle pattern. He would carry the burden of a nation. But before any of that, God 
taught him reverence. That order is not accidental. God values the servant’s posture before 
He uses the servant’s public action. He cares whether the man fears Him before the man 
stands in front of men. 

Modern religion reverses the order. It wants activity first. It wants ministry first. It wants 
visibility first. It wants results first. It wants influence, expansion, engagement, statistics, 
branding, and movement. Reverence is treated like an optional decoration for people with 
old-fashioned tastes. But in the Bible, reverence is foundational. Proverbs 9:10 says, “The 
fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom.” Not the fear of losing relevance. Not the fear 



of Pharaoh. Not the fear of public opinion. The fear of the LORD. Moses had to begin there 
before he could safely go anywhere else. 

A man who does holy work without reverence becomes dangerous. He may speak the right 
words with the wrong spirit. He may handle divine truth as a tool for self-promotion. He 
may rebuke Pharaoh while secretly acting like Pharaoh in his own heart. He may use 
ministry to feed ambition. God stopped Moses before the commission to anchor him in 
worship, fear, humility, and submission. The bush was not merely a launching pad. It was 
an altar of reverence where the servant learned that God Himself is the center of the work. 

Chapter Five - Casual Religion Dies at the Burning Bush 

There is no place for casual religion at the burning bush. God does not say, “Come as you 
please, Moses.” He does not say, “Be comfortable.” He does not say, “Express yourself.” He 
does not say, “This is your moment.” He says, “Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from 
off thy feet.” That language slaughters the modern spirit that wants God without fear, 
worship without trembling, truth without submission, and ministry without holiness. The 
burning bush is not a religious entertainment center. It is a meeting with the living God. 

Casual religion is a plague. It makes men familiar with Bible words while ignorant of Bible 
fear. It makes them joke about holy things, perform sacred duties with a carnal spirit, treat 
preaching like content production, treat worship like emotional therapy, and treat God like 
a life coach. It uses God’s name constantly but seldom trembles at His word. Isaiah 66:2 
says, “but to this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and 
trembleth at my word.” That is the spirit missing in much of what passes for religion. Moses 
had to tremble before he could testify. 

This does not mean God is not gracious. It means grace does not make God common. The 
same God who drew near in the bush told Moses not to draw near carelessly. The same 
God who called him by name told him to remove his shoes. The same God who would send 
him to deliver Israel first corrected his approach. That is grace with holiness intact. Casual 
religion wants the benefits of God without the fear of God. The burning bush leaves no 
room for that kind of foolishness. Shoes off. Holy ground. God is there. 

Chapter Six - Egyptian Confidence Could Not Stand on Holy Ground 

Moses had been trained in Egypt, but Egyptian confidence had no place on holy ground. 
Whatever he had learned in Pharaoh’s house, whatever status he had once carried, 
whatever culture had shaped his early life, none of it gave him standing before the LORD. 
He could not approach the bush as a former prince. He could not come closer because of 
his education. He could not keep his shoes on because of his background. Egypt’s 



credentials stopped at the boundary of God’s holiness. The ground did not become less 
holy because Moses had once been mighty in words and deeds. 

That is a necessary lesson for every servant. Human credentials have a place in human 
affairs, but they do not impress God. Degrees, titles, platforms, audiences, experience, 
intelligence, and natural ability do not give a man the right to handle holy things casually. 
The LORD is not dazzled by what dazzles men. He does not ask Moses for his Egyptian 
transcript. He tells him to remove his shoes. That is the divine evaluation. The man is 
standing before God, and the first requirement is submission. 

Moses had to leave Egypt’s confidence at the edge of holy ground. That does not mean God 
erased everything he had learned. God can use a man’s history. But the history must come 
under God’s rule. Moses’ education could never become his authority. His past could never 
become his holiness. His natural ability could never become the ground of his commission. 
He had to stand barefoot before God like a servant, not stride in like a prince. The man who 
would stand before Pharaoh must first be humbled before the LORD. 

Chapter Seven - Holy Ground Prepared Him for Holy Responsibility 

The holy ground lesson was not isolated. It prepared Moses for holy responsibility. He 
would later receive instructions for the Passover, the law, the priesthood, the tabernacle, 
and the ordering of Israel’s national worship. He would be responsible to communicate not 
merely general religious encouragement but specific divine commands. God’s work with 
Israel would involve holiness in detail. The pattern of the tabernacle had to be followed. The 
sacrifices had to be offered according to command. The priesthood had boundaries. The 
people had to learn that the LORD their God was holy. 

So God began with Moses. Before Moses taught Israel that God is holy, he had to learn it at 
the bush. Before he told others how to approach God, he had to be corrected in his own 
approach. Before he commanded reverence in the camp, he had to remove his own shoes 
in the desert. That is God’s order. The teacher must first be taught. The leader must first be 
led. The messenger must first be brought under the message. Moses could not carry holy 
responsibility if he treated holy presence casually. 

This is why the lesson still burns. A man who handles Scripture, doctrine, worship, prayer, 
preaching, or the care of souls must remember holy ground. In this present age, the 
believer has access to God through the Lord Jesus Christ, and that access is a glorious 
privilege. But access is not arrogance. Hebrews 12:28-29 says, “let us have grace, whereby 
we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear: For our God is a consuming 
fire.” Reverence did not die because grace was revealed. Moses learned holy ground before 
holy work, and every servant needs the same order burned into his conscience. 



Conclusion 

Before Moses received a commission, he received a correction in reverence. God stopped 
him and said, “Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place 
whereon thou standest is holy ground.” That moment taught Moses that the presence of 
God must be approached God’s way. The work ahead was enormous, but the first issue 
was not Pharaoh, Egypt, Israel, signs, plagues, or strategy. The first issue was worship, fear, 
humility, and submission. Holy ground came before holy work. 

This rebukes casual religion with a flaming sword. The God of the burning bush is not 
common. His word is not common. His worship is not common. His calling is not common. 
His presence is not common. Men may joke, perform, brand, manipulate, and play games 
with religious language, but the bush still burns against all of it. The LORD does not invite 
Moses to stroll in with dusty sandals and Egyptian confidence. He commands him to stop, 
remove his shoes, and recognize holiness. That is the posture modern religion needs to 
recover before it talks about power. 

Moses could not rush into the calling as though the work were his. He had to be arrested by 
the holiness of the One who called him. The ground was holy because God was there. The 
commission would be holy because God gave it. The message would be holy because God 
spoke it. The deliverance would be holy because God performed it. Moses had to learn at 
the threshold that no man is fit for holy work who despises holy ground. Shoes off first. 
Pharaoh later. 

 

 

20 of 40 Lessons Moses Had to Learn in the Desert - The God of the Fathers, Not the 
God of Egypt 

Key Passage: Exodus 3:6 
“Moreover he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God.” 

Introduction 

When God spoke to Moses from the burning bush, He did not introduce Himself as the God 
of Egypt, the God of political liberation, the God of social revolution, the God of 
philosophical improvement, or the God of humanitarian sentiment. He said, “I am the God 
of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” That 
identification is not decorative. It is not religious atmosphere. It is the doctrinal foundation 
of the entire Exodus. Before Moses heard the commission, before he received the signs, 



before he was sent back to Pharaoh, before the rod became the rod of God in his hand, the 
LORD identified Himself according to covenant history. Moses had to know who was 
speaking before he could understand why he was being sent. 

This matters because the deliverance of Israel was not a slave revolt wearing religious 
language. It was not Moses launching an activist movement against Egyptian injustice. It 
was not a social experiment, a political uprising, or a humanitarian reform campaign. 
Egypt’s cruelty was real, but the Exodus was bigger than human oppression. Israel’s 
suffering was real, but the foundation of their rescue was not merely compassion toward 
the downtrodden. It was the covenant faithfulness of the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob. The LORD had made promises to the fathers, and He had not forgotten them. Israel 
was not merely a mistreated labor class; Israel was the earthly covenant people of God. 
Moses was not being sent as a political theorist. He was being sent as the servant of the 
God of the fathers. 

That distinction must be kept clear, especially in a day when men love to flatten the Bible 
into moral slogans and political talking points. Israel is Israel. Egypt is Egypt. The covenant 
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob is not a vague metaphor for whatever religious system a 
man wants to build. God was dealing with the seed of Abraham according to promises He 
had made in history, involving a real people, a real land, a real bondage, a real deliverance, 
and a real national future. Moses’ authority would not come from Egypt’s courts, man’s 
philosophies, academic theories, social pressure, or personal outrage. It would come from 
the God who said, “I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob.” 

Chapter One - God Identified Himself Before He Sent Moses 

The order in Exodus 3 is important. God did not begin by telling Moses what Moses was to 
do. He began by revealing who He was. “I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” The mission flows from the identity of the Speaker. 
That is the divine order. Man wants to start with activity, strategy, method, program, and 
immediate action. God starts with revelation. Moses needed more than a burden for Israel. 
He needed a true knowledge of the God who owned the mission. 

This was necessary because Moses had already acted once without a direct commission. 
He saw oppression, moved in force, killed an Egyptian, and fled. That first attempt had the 
smell of human urgency all over it. But at the bush, God did not let Moses begin with 
Moses. He began with God. The LORD identified Himself in relation to the fathers. That 
means the coming deliverance would not be interpreted through Moses’ emotions, Egypt’s 
politics, or Israel’s misery alone. It had to be interpreted through covenant truth. God was 



not asking Moses to invent a cause. He was calling Moses into a purpose already 
established by divine promise. 

A servant must learn this lesson or he becomes dangerous. If a man starts with the need, 
he may be swallowed by the need. If he starts with his burden, he may become ruled by his 
burden. If he starts with human injustice, he may try to answer it by human wrath. But if he 
starts with God, the burden comes under divine authority. Moses had to learn that the 
message, method, timing, and authority all came from the God who spoke. Before Moses 
could stand before Pharaoh, he had to bow before the God of the fathers. 

Chapter Two - The Mission Was Rooted in Covenant, Not Politics 

God’s identification as the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob roots the Exodus in covenant, 
not politics. Pharaoh was political. Egypt was political. The oppression had political and 
economic elements. But the deliverance did not arise from Egyptian politics. It arose from 
God’s covenant. Exodus 2:24 had already said, “And God heard their groaning, and God 
remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob.” Then Exodus 3:6 
confirms that the God speaking to Moses is that covenant God. The same names appear 
because the same foundation stands. 

This keeps the Exodus from being reduced to man’s categories. Egypt may have seen Israel 
as labor. Pharaoh may have seen them as a threat. Modern readers may want to see them 
as a social class. But God saw them according to covenant. They were the seed of 
Abraham. They were connected to promises that began long before Pharaoh’s tyranny. God 
had told Abraham in Genesis 15 that his seed would be a stranger in a land that was not 
theirs, afflicted four hundred years, and afterward would come out with great substance. 
The Exodus was not an improvisation. It was prophecy ripening into history. 

Moses had to learn that his authority rested on what God had promised, not on what man 
approved. That would matter when Pharaoh resisted. Moses could not stand before 
Pharaoh merely with a moral argument about fair labor conditions. He stood there with the 
authority of the God of the fathers. Egypt’s courts had no jurisdiction over God’s covenant. 
Pharaoh’s throne could not cancel what God swore to Abraham. The mission was rooted in 
covenant, and covenant truth is stronger than politics, stronger than empire, and stronger 
than human timing. 

Chapter Three - Israel Is Israel 

This passage demands that Israel be kept as Israel. God did not say, “I am the God of an 
invisible spiritualized idea that will later be reinterpreted by religious scholars.” He said, 
“the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” Those are specific men. 
That is a specific line. That is a specific covenant history. Moses was being sent to the 



children of Israel, not to a generic religious audience. The people in bondage were the 
descendants of the fathers, and God was acting on their behalf according to promises 
made to those fathers. 

A rightly divided Bible does not steal Israel’s passages and grind them into church slogans. 
There is application, yes. There are lessons, yes. There are types, yes. There is profit for 
doctrine, reproof, correction, and instruction in righteousness. But doctrinally, Israel is 
Israel. The Body of Christ was still a mystery unrevealed in Moses’ day. Paul had not yet 
been saved, called, or given the revelation of the mystery. The Exodus belongs in the setting 
of God’s earthly dealings with His covenant nation. Confusing those things produces 
doctrinal fog. God is not the author of confusion. 

Moses had to understand that he was not leading a self-created movement. He was not 
forming a new identity for a random oppressed population. He was being sent to the people 
connected with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Their identity had already been established by 
God. Their future had already been tied to God’s promise. Their deliverance would reveal 
God’s faithfulness to His earthly covenant people. If a man cannot keep Israel as Israel at 
the burning bush, he will mishandle the whole Bible before long. 

Chapter Four - The God of the Fathers Was Not the God of Egypt 

Egypt had gods. Egypt had temples, priests, symbols, rituals, and religious pride. But the 
God in the bush did not identify Himself with Egypt’s religious system. He did not say He 
was one more deity in Egypt’s pantheon. He did not blend Himself with Egyptian 
superstition. He did not borrow Egypt’s vocabulary to make Himself acceptable. He stood 
apart. He identified Himself as the God of the fathers, the God tied to Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, the living God who would soon expose Egypt’s gods as nothing. 

That separation is vital. Moses had been trained in Egypt, but the God who called him was 
not an Egyptian product. The mission did not come from Egyptian wisdom. The message 
did not arise from Egyptian religion. The authority did not depend on Egyptian approval. 
Moses had to return to Egypt as a man sent by the God Egypt did not own and could not 
control. Pharaoh would soon ask, “Who is the LORD, that I should obey his voice to let 
Israel go?” That question reveals Egypt’s ignorance and pride. The plagues would answer it. 

This is a warning against religious mixture. Men are always trying to blend the God of the 
Bible with the systems of the world. They want the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob to 
become the chaplain of Egypt, the mascot of civilization, the sponsor of man’s 
philosophies, or the decoration on political schemes. But the LORD is not one of Egypt’s 
gods. He is not a committee member in Pharaoh’s court. He is the covenant-keeping God 



who speaks, commands, judges, redeems, and separates His people according to His 
word. Moses had to learn that his God was not the God of Egypt. 

Chapter Five - Moses’ Authority Did Not Come From His Education 

Moses had Egyptian education, but his authority did not come from that education. Acts 
7:22 says he “was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and 
in deeds.” That was real. God did not pretend Moses had never been educated. But when 
God called him from the bush, He did not say, “I am sending you because of your academic 
record.” He did not say, “Your knowledge of Egypt qualifies you.” He did not say, “Your 
palace background gives you standing.” He identified Himself as the God of the fathers. 
Moses’ authority came from the Speaker, not from Moses’ schooling. 

This is important because men easily confuse usefulness with authority. Education can be 
useful. Experience can be useful. Knowledge can be useful. But none of those things are 
final authority in God’s work. The authority is the word of God. Moses did not go to Pharaoh 
with a dissertation. He went with “Thus saith the LORD God of Israel.” The difference is 
everything. Egypt could debate a man’s education. Pharaoh could despise a fugitive’s 
résumé. But Pharaoh could not overthrow the word of the covenant God, though he would 
try. 

A servant who forgets this becomes either proud or afraid. Proud, because he thinks his 
training makes him the power. Afraid, because he thinks his lack of some credential 
disqualifies him from obeying God. Moses had to learn neither was true. The power was not 
in Egyptian wisdom, and the weakness of Moses did not weaken God. The God of the 
fathers was his authority. Human education had to bow to divine commission. Moses’ 
learning may have had its place, but it was not the throne. God’s word was. 

Chapter Six - The Fathers Preached Faithfulness Before the Plagues Fell 

When God named Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, He preached faithfulness before the plagues 
ever fell. Those names carried history. Abraham had been called out by God. Isaac had 
been the son of promise. Jacob had become Israel. The covenant line had survived 
barrenness, famine, family conflict, exile, and danger because God kept His word. Now 
their descendants were in bondage in Egypt, and the same God was speaking from the 
bush. The names themselves declared that the LORD had not changed. 

That was meant to steady Moses. The mission ahead would be frightening. Pharaoh would 
resist. Israel would doubt. Moses himself would hesitate. But the God sending him had 
already proved His faithfulness across generations. Moses was not being sent by a new 
deity with an untested promise. He was being sent by the God who had called Abraham 
from Ur, given Isaac according to promise, wrestled with Jacob, preserved Joseph, and 



multiplied Israel in Egypt. The history of the fathers was a testimony that God finishes what 
He starts. 

This matters for faith. Before the plagues, there was promise. Before the rod, there was 
covenant. Before Moses’ obedience, there was God’s faithfulness. The Exodus would not 
be built on the emotional confidence of Moses. It would be built on the unchanging God 
who remembered what He had spoken. Moses had to learn that the names of the fathers 
were not mere ancestry. They were pillars under the mission. The God who had been 
faithful then would be faithful now. 

Chapter Seven - Moses Hid His Face Before He Carried the Message 

The end of Exodus 3:6 says, “And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God.” 
That is the right response. The God of the fathers is not a religious idea to be handled 
casually. Moses did not stand there arguing, analyzing, posturing, or presenting his 
credentials. He hid his face. The revelation of God produced fear. That fear was not the 
cringing terror of pagan superstition. It was holy reverence before the living God. Moses had 
taken off his shoes, and now he hid his face. The man was being brought low before he was 
sent high against Pharaoh. 

That fear would matter in the mission. A man who fears God properly does not fear Pharaoh 
finally. The fear of the LORD puts all other fears in their place. Moses would face the 
greatest earthly ruler he had ever known, but before he faced him, he stood before the God 
who made Pharaoh dust. The man who hides his face before God can later stand with 
courage before a king. Reverence is not weakness; it is the root of true boldness. Casual 
religion produces shallow courage. Holy fear produces obedience that can survive 
pressure. 

Moses had to learn that the message belonged to the God before whom he hid his face. 
That kept the mission from becoming a personal project. He would not go to Egypt as a 
celebrity deliverer. He would go as a servant who had trembled before the God of the 
fathers. That is the proper order. Hide your face before God before you open your mouth to 
men. Tremble at His word before you speak His word. Bow at the bush before you stand in 
the court. Moses’ authority came from the God he feared, not from the world he once knew. 

Conclusion 

The God who spoke from the bush identified Himself as “the God of thy father, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” That identification is the doctrinal 
anchor of Moses’ commission. The Exodus was not a slave revolt, not a humanitarian 
reform program, not a social experiment, and not a political movement baptized in religious 
language. It was the covenant God acting on behalf of the seed of Abraham. The suffering 



was real, the oppression was real, and Egypt’s cruelty was real, but the foundation under 
deliverance was God’s faithfulness to His word. 

This keeps the Bible straight. Israel is Israel. The fathers are the fathers. The covenant is the 
covenant. Egypt is Egypt. Moses is Moses. The church is not being revealed in Exodus 3. 
Paul’s mystery is not the doctrinal subject of the burning bush. God was dealing with His 
earthly covenant people according to promises made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. There 
is rich application for believers today, but application must not erase doctrine. If a man 
cannot rightly divide the setting, he will turn the Bible into a fog bank and call it theology. 

Moses had to learn that his authority came from the God of the fathers, not the God of 
Egypt. Not from Pharaoh’s court. Not from Egyptian education. Not from man’s philosophy. 
Not from political outrage. Not from social theory. The LORD who remembered His 
covenant was sending him. That is why Moses could go back to Egypt with a rod instead of 
an army and still shake the throne of Pharaoh. The mission was rooted in God’s covenant 
truth, and when the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob speaks, Egypt’s gods, Egypt’s king, 
and Egypt’s wisdom are already doomed. 

 

 

21 of 40 Lessons Moses Had to Learn in the Desert - God Saw What Moses Could Not 
Fix 

Key Passage: Exodus 3:7 
“And the LORD said, I have surely seen the affliction of my people which are in Egypt, and 
have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows.” 

Introduction 

There is a world of difference between what Moses saw in Exodus 2 and what God said He 
saw in Exodus 3. Moses saw one Egyptian smiting one Hebrew, and he tried to fix the 
matter in the flesh. God said, “I have surely seen the affliction of my people which are in 
Egypt.” Moses saw a scene. God saw the whole affliction. Moses saw one act of cruelty. 
God saw generations of bondage. Moses saw enough to become angry. God saw enough to 
judge an empire. Moses looked this way and that way, but God looked upon the children of 
Israel with perfect knowledge, covenant remembrance, holy compassion, and sovereign 
timing. That is the lesson: God saw what Moses could not fix. 

The young Moses was not wrong to care. Let that be clear. He was not wrong to be grieved 
by oppression. He was not wrong to identify with his brethren. He was not wrong to know 
Egypt was cruel. But he was wrong to think that his private violence could bring God’s 



public deliverance. He killed one Egyptian and hid him in the sand. God would judge Egypt 
openly and bring Israel out with a high hand. Moses acted from a real burden joined to an 
unready spirit. God acted from covenant faithfulness joined to perfect holiness. Moses’ 
compassion needed to be governed by revelation. Without revelation, compassion 
becomes impulse. Without truth, pity becomes panic. Without God’s command, zeal 
becomes a weapon in the hand of the flesh. 

Exodus 3:7 is God’s correction of Moses’ limited sight. The LORD had not missed one lash, 
one groan, one tear, one grave, one taskmaster, one broken family, one frightened child, or 
one sigh beneath the burdens of Egypt. He said, “I have surely seen.” That word “surely” 
matters. It is God’s answer to every suspicion that heaven is indifferent. It is God’s answer 
to every impatient servant who thinks he must act because God has not noticed. It is God’s 
answer to every crying soul that wonders whether the LORD sees the full story. Moses had 
to learn that God’s sight is broader, deeper, holier, and more patient than man’s. The 
servant sees a piece. God sees the whole. 

Chapter One - Moses Saw One Act, God Saw the Whole Affliction 

In Exodus 2, Moses went out unto his brethren and “looked on their burdens.” Then he saw 
an Egyptian smiting a Hebrew, one of his brethren. That sight moved him. It was personal. It 
was immediate. It was ugly. A man was being struck, and Moses’ heart burned at the 
injustice. But the passage makes clear that Moses was responding to one visible act in 
front of him. He saw a moment. He saw a victim. He saw an oppressor. He saw enough to 
act, but not enough to act rightly. 

In Exodus 3, God says, “I have surely seen the affliction of my people which are in Egypt.” 
That is larger than one beating. It includes the whole burden. It includes the taskmasters, 
the bondage, the sighing, the crying, the years, the system, the oppression, and the 
covenant people beneath it. God’s sight is not limited to the immediate scene that shocks 
human emotion. He sees the structure behind the scene, the history behind the wound, the 
heart behind the cruelty, and the purpose He will fulfill through judgment and deliverance. 
Moses saw enough to get angry. God saw enough to act perfectly. 

This matters because human sight is real but limited. A man may see something terrible 
and still not know what God is doing, what God has appointed, how God intends to answer, 
or when God will judge. Seeing a wrong does not automatically make a man the appointed 
deliverer. Seeing suffering does not give a servant permission to move in the flesh. Moses 
needed to learn that the fact he saw one evil did not mean he saw the whole matter. God 
saw what Moses could not fix, and God would fix it in a way Moses could not have 
imagined. 



Chapter Two - Fleshly Compassion Can Still Be Dangerous 

Moses’ compassion was not fake. He cared about the Hebrew being smitten. He cared 
about the people of God. Hebrews 11 shows that faith was operating in his life when he 
refused Egypt and chose affliction with the people of God. But compassion, even real 
compassion, becomes dangerous when it is governed by the flesh. Moses’ pity moved 
faster than God’s command. His anger reached for force before revelation gave him 
direction. He did something bold, but boldness is not the same thing as obedience. 

This is a lesson many never learn. They think because they care, they are right. They think 
because they are moved, they are spiritual. They think because the cause is just, their 
method must be justified. But the Bible will not allow that. The wrath of man worketh not 
the righteousness of God. A man can be angry at something truly evil and still act wrongly. 
He can be grieved by suffering and still make a fleshly mess. He can hate bondage and still 
not be ready to lead anyone out of it. Moses proved that when he left a dead man in the 
sand and fled for his life. 

Compassion must be governed by revelation. That does not make compassion cold. It 
makes it clean. It brings pity under God’s word, God’s timing, God’s method, and God’s 
authority. The LORD is not less compassionate because He waits. He is not less holy 
because He does not move according to man’s impulse. He is not less committed to 
deliverance because He refuses to endorse fleshly violence. Moses had to learn that his 
burden needed a bridle. God’s compassion would deliver Israel, but it would do so by divine 
command, not human eruption. 

Chapter Three - God Had Not Missed One Lash 

When God said, “I have surely seen the affliction of my people,” He was declaring that 
nothing in Egypt had been hidden from Him. Not one lash had escaped His eye. Not one 
cruel order had been overlooked. Not one exhausted Hebrew had groaned outside the 
reach of divine knowledge. The taskmasters may have thought Israel belonged to Egypt. 
Pharaoh may have thought his system was secure. But the LORD saw all of it. Egypt’s 
cruelty was being recorded in the court of heaven long before Moses ever stood in 
Pharaoh’s court. 

This is a comfort to the afflicted and a terror to the oppressor. The wicked often mistake 
divine patience for divine ignorance. Because judgment does not fall at once, they imagine 
God has not seen. Because the lash cracks today and lightning does not fall by evening, 
they think heaven is empty. But the Bible says otherwise. “The eyes of the LORD are in every 
place, beholding the evil and the good.” Pharaoh’s Egypt was not operating outside God’s 



sight. The lash, the cry, the grave, the fear, the order, the arrogance, and the blood were all 
open before Him. 

Moses had to learn that he was not the only one who saw. That is a great correction for a 
burdened man. Sometimes a servant sees evil and acts as though God needs his panic to 
become aware of it. But the LORD saw before Moses saw. He saw more than Moses saw. 
He saw every hidden thing Moses could never uncover. Moses saw one smiting and 
erupted. God saw every smiting and waited until the appointed hour of public judgment. 
Divine patience is not blindness. It is holy timing. 

Chapter Four - God Knew Their Sorrows Better Than Moses Did 

The verse ends with the words, “for I know their sorrows.” That is not mere observation. God 
did not simply see facts from a distance. He knew their sorrows. The word reaches into the 
inward weight of affliction. Israel’s pain was not only physical labor. It was fear, humiliation, 
exhaustion, broken hope, generational bondage, family grief, and the crushing sense that 
Egypt would never let them go. The LORD knew it. He knew the cry behind the cry. He knew 
the sorrow beneath the sigh. He knew what the taskmasters did to the body and what 
bondage did to the soul. 

Moses could not know all of that. He had compassion, but he had not lived as a slave in 
Egypt’s brickfields. He had seen burdens, but he had also been raised in Pharaoh’s house. 
His knowledge was partial. God’s knowledge was complete. Moses could look upon his 
brethren, but God knew their sorrows. That is why the deliverance had to come from God. 
Only the One who fully knew the bondage could fully answer it. Only the One who knew 
their sorrows could bring them out according to covenant mercy and divine wisdom. 

This should humble every servant who tries to help afflicted people. You do not know 
everything. You may see much. You may care deeply. You may hear cries. You may witness 
wounds. But God knows sorrows you cannot reach. That does not excuse indifference; it 
forbids arrogance. It teaches the servant to pray, listen, obey, and speak according to God’s 
word rather than assuming his emotional reading of a situation is sufficient. Moses had to 
learn that the God who called him understood Israel’s sorrow better than he did. The 
servant must bow before the knowledge of God. 

Chapter Five - Private Violence Could Not Bring Public Deliverance 

Moses’ first attempt was private violence. He looked this way and that way, killed the 
Egyptian, and hid him in the sand. That method could not deliver Israel. It could not break 
Pharaoh. It could not remove the taskmasters. It could not fulfill the covenant. It could not 
display the LORD’s name throughout the earth. It could not establish the Passover. It could 



not open the Red sea. It could only produce a corpse, a cover-up, fear, rejection, and flight. 
That is the limit of fleshly methods, even when aimed at a real problem. 

God’s deliverance would be public. The plagues would not be hidden in sand. Pharaoh 
would be confronted openly. Egypt would learn there is a God in heaven. Israel would come 
out by blood and power. The Red sea would divide before the nation. The same God who 
saw in secret would judge in public. That is the difference between Moses’ flesh and God’s 
work. Moses tried to answer oppression with an act that had to be buried. God answered 
oppression with judgments that would be declared from generation to generation. 

This is a needed lesson. A man acting in the flesh often creates things that must be hidden. 
God acting in holiness creates testimony. Moses buried his work. God published His. 
Moses’ act produced fear. God’s act produced deliverance. Moses’ hand killed one 
Egyptian. God’s hand broke the power of Egypt. Moses had to learn that the deliverance of 
Israel required more than courage and anger. It required the LORD moving in covenant 
faithfulness, public judgment, and supernatural power. Private violence could not do what 
God’s word would do. 

Chapter Six - God’s Sight Is Patient Because God’s Judgment Is Perfect 

God saw the affliction long before He announced deliverance to Moses. That raises the 
question the flesh always asks: why wait? If God saw, why not judge immediately? The 
answer is not that God was uncertain, weak, or indifferent. God’s sight is patient because 
God’s judgment is perfect. He knows when the cup is full. He knows when the appointed 
hour has come. He knows how to judge in a way that reveals His name, fulfills His promise, 
humbles the proud, and delivers His people. Man’s impatience can only strike at a piece of 
the problem. God’s patience prepares the complete answer. 

This is hard for men because we confuse delay with denial. We see evil continue and think 
God must not be acting. But Scripture shows again and again that God’s longsuffering and 
timing are part of His government. He told Abraham that his seed would be afflicted before 
they came out, because “the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full.” God measures things 
men cannot measure. He is not governed by our emotional clocks. Egypt’s cruelty was 
seen, but Egypt’s public judgment would come at the exact time God appointed. 

Moses had to learn the holiness of divine patience. His own impatience had failed. God’s 
patience would triumph. The servant must learn not to despise the waiting because God is 
doing more than the servant sees. God’s timing was not late. It was complete. When 
judgment came, it came with signs, wonders, plagues, Passover blood, a broken Pharaoh, a 
redeemed nation, and a sea split open. That is what happens when the God who sees also 
acts in perfect time. 



Chapter Seven - The Servant Must See Under God’s Sight 

Moses would still need eyes. God did not call him to be blind to suffering. He had seen the 
burdens of his brethren, and God would send him back to speak and act. But now Moses 
must learn to see under God’s sight. That means his compassion must be governed by 
what God reveals. His action must be governed by what God commands. His timing must 
be governed by when God sends. His message must be governed by God’s word. He must 
never again try to deliver Israel by reacting to what he sees without waiting for what God 
says. 

This is the difference between a burdened man and a commissioned servant. A burdened 
man may see and feel. A commissioned servant sees, feels, listens, and obeys. Moses had 
been burdened in Exodus 2. At the bush, he is being commissioned by the God who says, “I 
have surely seen.” The burden did not disappear; it was brought under authority. The 
compassion did not die; it was sanctified. The courage did not vanish; it was harnessed. 
The man who once acted from his own sight would now act under God’s revelation. 

That is how servants must learn to minister. Do not close your eyes to affliction. Do not 
harden your heart against sorrow. Do not become so theological that you cannot hear 
groaning. But do not let emotion become your Bible. Do not let outrage become your 
commission. Do not let pity overthrow obedience. See what you can see, but remember 
that God sees more. Feel what you should feel, but let revelation govern compassion. 
Moses had to learn that God saw what Moses could not fix, and the only safe place for his 
compassion was under the command of the LORD. 

Conclusion 

God said, “I have surely seen the affliction of my people.” That statement corrected Moses’ 
entire first attempt at deliverance. Moses had seen one Egyptian smiting one Hebrew and 
tried to fix it by private violence. God had seen the whole affliction of His people and knew 
exactly what He would do. Moses saw a moment; God saw generations. Moses saw an 
oppressor; God saw an empire ready for judgment. Moses saw a wound; God knew every 
sorrow. Moses buried a dead man in the sand; God would bury Pharaoh’s power in the sea. 

The LORD had not missed one lash, one groan, one tear, or one grave in Egypt. His patience 
was not blindness. His timing was not indifference. His compassion did not need Moses’ 
panic to awaken it. God saw before Moses saw, saw more than Moses saw, and saw with 
perfect holiness what Moses could only see in part. That is why deliverance had to begin 
with God’s word, not man’s impulse. Compassion must be governed by revelation, or it 
becomes another tool of the flesh. 



Moses had to learn that God saw what he could not fix. That did not make Moses useless; it 
made him usable. Once his sight came under God’s sight, once his burden came under 
God’s command, once his zeal came under God’s timing, he could be sent back to Egypt as 
a servant instead of a self-appointed avenger. Private violence could never deliver Israel. 
Public judgment from the covenant-keeping God could. The God who surely saw would 
surely act, and when He did, no Egyptian taskmaster, no Pharaoh, no god of Egypt, and no 
power of bondage could stop Him. 

 

 

22 of 40 Lessons Moses Had to Learn in the Desert - God Came Down Before Moses 
Went Back 

Key Passage: Exodus 3:8 
“And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians...” 

Introduction 

There is a statement in Exodus 3:8 that puts Moses, Pharaoh, Israel, Egypt, and the whole 
Exodus in their proper place: “And I am come down to deliver them.” Before Moses went 
back, God came down. Before Moses stood before Pharaoh, God declared His own 
intervention. Before the rod was lifted, before the signs were shown, before the plagues 
fell, before the Red sea opened, before Pharaoh’s chariots sank beneath the waters, the 
LORD announced the foundation of the whole mission: “I am come down to deliver them.” 
That one phrase destroys every man-centered interpretation of the Exodus. Moses was not 
going back to start something for God. Moses was being sent into something God had 
already determined to do. 

That order matters. Man loves to put the servant in the center. Man loves heroes, 
biographies, personalities, movements, faces, names, platforms, and human instruments. 
But God will not let Moses become the center of the Exodus. The true Deliverer in Exodus is 
the LORD Himself. Moses is the instrument. God is the Redeemer. God is the Judge. God is 
the Commander. God is the Covenant Keeper. God is the One who sees, hears, 
remembers, comes down, sends, speaks, smites, protects, guides, feeds, and brings out. 
Moses will have a real role, but he will not be the source of the deliverance. The fire is not in 
Moses. The fire is in the LORD who speaks from the bush. 

Moses had to learn this because he had already tried to act as though deliverance could 
begin with him. In Exodus 2, he saw one Egyptian smiting one Hebrew, and he moved by 
personal force. He killed the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. But in Exodus 3, God says, “I 



am come down to deliver them.” Not “Moses, you have come up with a plan.” Not “Moses, 
your courage has finally ripened into national liberation.” Not “Moses, your old burden will 
now be allowed to operate by your method.” No. God came down. When God comes down, 
Egypt is already finished even if Pharaoh does not know it yet. 

Chapter One - The Mission Began in Heaven, Not Midian 

The call of Moses took place in Midian, but the mission did not originate in Midian. It 
originated in the heart and purpose of God. Moses did not invent the deliverance while 
keeping sheep. He did not build a strategy in the desert. He did not sharpen a political 
theory or organize a wilderness revolution. He was simply keeping the flock when God 
appeared and declared what He had already come down to do. The initiative was divine 
before it was human. The mission began in heaven before it ever touched Moses’ feet. 

That distinction is vital. If the mission begins with Moses, then everything depends on 
Moses. His strength, his courage, his eloquence, his strategy, his confidence, his timing, 
and his ability become the issue. But if the mission begins with God, then Moses’ weakness 
is not final, Pharaoh’s strength is not final, Egypt’s power is not final, and Israel’s misery is 
not final. The issue becomes God’s will. God’s word. God’s covenant. God’s intervention. 
That is the only foundation strong enough to carry the Exodus. 

Moses had to be relocated in his own mind from initiator to instrument. He had tried 
initiator once, and that failed. Now God teaches him the right order. The LORD comes 
down. The LORD speaks. The LORD sends. Moses goes because God has come. That is the 
proper order for every servant. No man has authority to start holy work out of private 
ambition. The servant enters what God commands. The servant joins what God owns. 
Moses was not called to build a personal movement. He was called into the movement of 
the covenant-keeping God. 

Chapter Two - God Came Down Because God Had Seen 

Exodus 3:7 says, “I have surely seen the affliction of my people.” Exodus 3:8 follows with, 
“And I am come down to deliver them.” God’s coming down is connected to God’s seeing. 
The LORD did not come down because Moses informed Him. He did not come down 
because Egypt’s cruelty finally reached a political threshold. He did not come down 
because human pressure built a coalition. He came down because He saw, heard, knew, 
remembered, and had respect unto His covenant people. His intervention came out of His 
own perfect knowledge and faithfulness. 

This teaches us that divine action is not emotional reaction. God does not panic. He does 
not learn something late. He does not discover suffering after men report it. He does not 
need a committee to awaken His compassion. His sight is perfect, and His action is 



deliberate. When He says, “I am come down,” He is not confessing that He had been 
absent in ignorance. He is declaring that the appointed hour of visible intervention has 
arrived. The God who saw in patience now acts in power. 

Moses needed this because his first attempt had been reaction. He saw a wrong and 
reacted. God saw the whole affliction and acted according to covenant timing. The 
difference is not small. Reaction produces sand-covered corpses. Revelation produces 
national deliverance. Moses had to learn that God’s compassion moves under God’s 
wisdom. When the LORD comes down, it is not the outburst of a heated moment; it is the 
holy intervention of the Eternal God who has already measured the matter perfectly. 

Chapter Three - The True Deliverer Was the LORD Himself 

The wording is unmistakable: “I am come down to deliver them.” God does not say, “I have 
come down to help you deliver them.” He does not say, “I have come down to inspire your 
leadership.” He says He came down to deliver them. Moses would go. Moses would speak. 
Moses would lift the rod. Moses would confront Pharaoh. But God claims the deliverance 
as His own work before Moses ever takes one step back toward Egypt. The true Deliverer is 
the LORD Himself. 

This must be settled or the Exodus becomes man-centered. Moses is one of the greatest 
men in Scripture, but he is not the Redeemer of Israel in the ultimate sense. He is the 
servant. He is the messenger. He is the mediator in the national dealings at Sinai. He is the 
human leader. But God is the One who breaks Egypt. God is the One who passes through 
the land in judgment. God is the One who protects Israel by blood. God is the One who 
opens the sea. God is the One who drowns Pharaoh’s host. God is the One who brings His 
people out. The song on the far side of the sea says, “The LORD is my strength and song, 
and he is become my salvation.” 

Moses had to learn that he was not going back as the saviour of Israel by his own power. 
That would have been unbearable pride and impossible pressure. He was going back as the 
instrument of the LORD’s salvation. The distinction protects the servant and glorifies God. 
If Moses thinks he is the deliverer, the burden will crush him or corrupt him. If Moses knows 
the LORD is the Deliverer, he can obey without stealing the glory. The LORD came down to 
deliver them. Moses went back because God came down first. 

Chapter Four - God Came Down to Judge Egypt Publicly 

God did not come down merely to comfort Israel privately. He came down to deliver them 
“out of the hand of the Egyptians.” That means Egypt would be confronted. Pharaoh’s hand 
would be broken. The gods of Egypt would be exposed. The power structure that had 



oppressed Israel would be judged. Moses had killed one Egyptian in secret, but God would 
judge Egypt in public. That is the difference between fleshly violence and divine judgment. 

The judgment of Egypt would not be random cruelty. It would be a holy demonstration of 
who the LORD is. Pharaoh would ask, “Who is the LORD, that I should obey his voice to let 
Israel go?” The plagues would answer that question. The Nile, the frogs, the lice, the flies, 
the murrain, the boils, the hail, the locusts, the darkness, and the death of the firstborn 
would not be mere disasters. They would be signs of divine supremacy. Egypt’s false gods 
would be humiliated. Pharaoh’s pride would be broken. The LORD’s name would be 
declared. 

Moses had to learn that God’s public judgment is far greater than man’s private retaliation. 
Moses’ first act produced fear and flight. God’s act would produce testimony and 
deliverance. Moses’ hand could strike one man. God’s hand could shake the empire. 
Moses’ method had to be hidden. God’s judgment would be remembered in Israel’s history 
forever. When God comes down, the oppressor is not merely annoyed. He is judged by the 
One whose authority he despised. 

Chapter Five - God Came Down to Keep Covenant 

Exodus 3:8 cannot be separated from Exodus 3:6 and Exodus 2:24. The God who came 
down had already identified Himself as the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. He had 
remembered His covenant. That means His coming down was covenant action. He was not 
simply responding to human misery in a general way. He was acting on behalf of the seed 
of Abraham according to promises He had made. Israel’s deliverance was rooted in the 
faithfulness of God to His word. 

This keeps the doctrine straight. Israel is Israel. The Exodus is God dealing with His earthly 
covenant people. The bondage in Egypt and deliverance from Egypt are not vague 
metaphors floating around loose from the Old Testament context. They are historical, 
national, covenantal, and prophetic in their place. God had told Abraham that his seed 
would be afflicted in a strange land and afterward would come out with great substance. 
When God says, “I am come down,” He is moving history according to what He had already 
spoken. 

Moses had to learn that the mission was larger than his own burden. It was larger than 
Israel’s immediate pain. It was larger than Pharaoh’s cruelty. It was tied to God’s covenant 
faithfulness across generations. That truth would steady him when Pharaoh resisted and 
when Israel complained. The work did not depend on the mood of the people or the 
permission of the king. It depended on the God who keeps covenant. When the covenant 
God comes down, history bends to His word. 



Chapter Six - God Came Down Before Moses Had Answers 

Moses did not yet have his objections answered when God said, “I am come down.” He had 
not yet asked, “Who am I?” He had not yet asked what name he should give to Israel. He 
had not yet raised the issue of whether they would believe him. He had not yet complained 
about his mouth. He had not yet asked God to send by another. All of those questions and 
hesitations would come after the declaration of divine initiative. That means the mission 
rested on God’s coming down before it ever rested on Moses’ understanding. 

This is merciful. If the work waited until Moses felt adequate, it would never begin. If it 
waited until Moses had no fears, no questions, and no weakness, he would never leave 
Midian. God did not build the mission on Moses’ confidence. He built it on His own 
purpose. Moses’ questions would be dealt with, but they would not become the 
foundation. The foundation was already laid: “I am come down to deliver them.” Moses 
needed to hear that before he heard the details of his own part. 

A servant must learn this. God’s work is not secure because the servant feels secure. God’s 
command is not true because the servant understands every detail. God’s purpose is not 
powerful because the servant is emotionally prepared. The LORD comes down before 
Moses has answers. That means the servant’s weakness is placed inside divine initiative, 
not outside of it. Moses could be afraid, hesitant, and limited, but God had already come 
down. That is why Egypt was doomed before Moses ever returned. 

Chapter Seven - When God Comes Down, Pharaoh Is Already Finished 

Pharaoh did not know it yet, but he was already finished when God said, “I am come down.” 
That does not mean the plagues had already fallen in time. It means the outcome was 
settled in the will and word of God. Pharaoh would resist. He would harden his heart. He 
would argue, negotiate, threaten, and rage. Egypt would still look powerful. Israel would still 
feel afraid. Moses would still have to walk through the process. But the verdict had already 
been spoken from the bush. God came down to deliver them out of the hand of the 
Egyptians. 

This is one of the great comforts of divine initiative. When God determines to act, the 
enemy’s confidence is temporary. Pharaoh’s throne, army, magicians, gods, and arrogance 
are impressive only until the LORD begins to answer. Egypt could not survive the descent of 
God into the matter. The plagues were not a contest between equals. The Red sea was not 
a narrow escape because God almost lost control. From the moment God declared His 
purpose, Pharaoh’s defeat was certain. The process would reveal what the word had 
already settled. 



Moses had to carry that truth back into Egypt. He would stand in front of visible power with 
invisible certainty. Pharaoh would sit on a throne. Moses would hold a rod. Pharaoh would 
command armies. Moses would speak for the God who came down. The contrast would 
look absurd to the natural eye, but heaven had already decided the matter. When God 
comes down, Egypt is already finished. The only question is how long Pharaoh will continue 
resisting before judgment makes the truth public. 

Conclusion 

God came down before Moses went back. That is the divine order in Exodus 3:8. The 
mission did not begin with Moses’ bravery, Moses’ burden, Moses’ plan, Moses’ education, 
or Moses’ return to Egypt. It began with the LORD’s own declaration: “I am come down to 
deliver them.” Moses was not going back to start something for God. He was being sent into 
something God had already determined to do. That distinction puts the glory where it 
belongs. 

The true Deliverer in Exodus is the LORD Himself. Moses is the instrument, but God is the 
Redeemer, Judge, Commander, and Covenant Keeper. God saw the affliction. God heard 
the cry. God remembered the covenant. God came down. God sent Moses. God judged 
Egypt. God brought Israel out. God opened the sea. God led the people. If Moses is 
magnified beyond his proper place, the whole passage is mishandled. The burning bush 
was not God asking Moses to rescue Him from a difficult situation. It was God announcing 
that He had entered the matter to deliver His people. 

When God comes down, Egypt is already finished even if Pharaoh does not know it yet. That 
is the confidence Moses had to learn. The enemy may still boast. The chains may still rattle. 
The people may still groan. The servant may still feel weak. But when the LORD declares 
His intervention, the outcome is no longer in Pharaoh’s hands. Moses would go back, but 
God had come down first. And that made all the difference. 

 

 

23 of 40 Lessons Moses Had to Learn in the Desert - Who Am I? The Question That 
Proved He Had Changed 

Key Passage: Exodus 3:11 
“And Moses said unto God, Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that I should bring 
forth the children of Israel out of Egypt?” 

Introduction 



There is a question in Exodus 3:11 that proves Moses was not the same man who left Egypt 
forty years earlier: “Who am I?” That question is a long way from the man in Exodus 2 who 
saw an Egyptian smiting a Hebrew, looked this way and that way, killed the Egyptian, and 
hid him in the sand. The younger Moses acted as though he could begin deliverance by his 
own hand. The older Moses stands barefoot on holy ground before the burning bush and 
questions his own sufficiency. That does not mean every objection Moses makes from this 
point forward is right. It does not mean reluctance is always humility. It does not mean 
hesitation cannot become unbelief. But it does show that something had changed. The 
prince who once moved too fast now trembles at the thought of being sent. 

“Who am I?” is not the final answer, but it is a necessary question for a man who used to 
think too much of himself. God had spent forty years draining Moses of Egyptian self-
confidence. He had lived in exile, dwelt under Jethro’s roof, kept another man’s sheep, 
raised a family in a strange land, learned the pace of the flock, and stood before a bush that 
burned because God was in it. All of that had worked something into him. The man no 
longer talks like the deliverance rests on his courage. He does not say, “It is about time.” He 
does not say, “I knew I was the man for this.” He does not say, “Egypt will finally see who I 
am.” He says, “Who am I?” That is a major turning point. 

But God’s answer is the key to the whole lesson. The LORD does not flatter Moses’ résumé. 
He does not say, “Moses, remember your education. Remember your Egyptian training. 
Remember your natural ability. Remember your leadership potential. Remember your 
palace background.” God answers in Exodus 3:12, “Certainly I will be with thee.” That is the 
answer. The issue is not who Moses is, but who goes with Moses. The answer to “Who am 
I?” is not found in Moses at all. It is found in the presence of God. Moses had to learn the 
difference between self-confidence and God-confidence. Self-confidence says, “I can.” 
God-confidence says, “He is with me.” 

Chapter One - The Question Exposed a Changed Man 

The younger Moses had not asked “Who am I?” before striking the Egyptian. He looked this 
way and that way, but the question of his own sufficiency does not appear there. Acts 7:25 
says, “For he supposed his brethren would have understood how that God by his hand 
would deliver them: but they understood not.” That younger Moses had a sense that 
deliverance was connected with him, but it was mixed with haste, assumption, and fleshly 
action. He supposed they would understand. He supposed the moment was right. He 
supposed the hand was ready. Then the whole thing collapsed. The man who did not stop 
to ask enough in Egypt now asks deeply in Midian. 



The question, “Who am I?” is evidence that forty years had done something. Egypt had 
taught Moses to be mighty in words and deeds, but Midian taught him to distrust the flesh. 
The palace had given him polish, but the desert gave him self-suspicion. The old 
confidence had been burned out through waiting, failure, shepherding, and obscurity. He is 
not now strutting before the bush as a prince ready to reclaim his destiny. He is standing 
before God as a man who knows he is small. That is change. Real change. Not a coat of 
religious paint over the old man, but a deep wound in the old pride. 

This is the kind of change God often has to work before He can use a man safely. The 
servant who never asks “Who am I?” is often still too full of himself. He may know all the 
right words, but underneath them he still believes the work depends on his personality, his 
talent, his education, his boldness, his platform, or his name. Moses had been cured of 
that disease, at least enough to tremble when God spoke of sending him. The question 
exposed a changed man. He was no longer intoxicated with Moses. 

Chapter Two - Humility Is Not Always Unbelief, but It Can Become an Excuse 

Moses’ question must be handled carefully. On the one hand, “Who am I?” shows humility. 
On the other hand, Moses will continue objecting until the anger of the LORD is kindled in 
Exodus 4:14. That means not every objection was righteous. There is a line between 
humility and resistance. There is a difference between knowing you are nothing and 
refusing to obey the God who is everything. Moses’ first question shows that he has been 
humbled. But if the question becomes a reason not to obey, humility has crossed into 
unbelief. 

This is a subtle danger. A man can talk about his weakness in a way that honors God, or he 
can talk about his weakness in a way that argues with God. He can say, “Lord, I am nothing; 
therefore I must have Thee,” or he can say, “Lord, I am nothing; therefore I will not go.” The 
first is faith. The second is disobedience dressed in humility’s clothes. Moses was right to 
know that Moses was insufficient. He would have been a fool to think otherwise. But once 
God says, “Certainly I will be with thee,” Moses’ insufficiency is no longer the final issue. 
God’s presence is. 

That is a lesson every servant must learn. Do not trust yourself. That is wisdom. But do not 
use self-distrust as an excuse to disobey God. A man can be proud in his confidence, and 
he can also be proud in his refusal. Both keep the eyes on self. One says, “I can do it 
because I am able.” The other says, “I cannot do it because I am unable.” God’s answer 
cuts through both: “Certainly I will be with thee.” The question is not whether Moses is 
enough. He is not. The question is whether the LORD is enough. He is. 

Chapter Three - Self-Confidence Had Already Failed in Egypt 



Moses had a history that proved self-confidence was not enough. His first attempt at 
deliverance had failed disastrously. One Egyptian died. One body was hidden. One secret 
became public. Pharaoh sought to slay Moses. Moses fled. Israel remained in bondage. 
That was the fruit of Moses’ strength operating ahead of God’s command. If anyone had 
reason to distrust self-confidence, Moses did. He had seen what his hand could do when it 
moved before heaven sent him. It could make a mess. It could not redeem a nation. 

This is why God does not repair Moses by telling him to believe in himself. That would be 
the language of modern motivational religion, not Bible. God does not say, “Moses, you are 
stronger than you think.” He does not say, “Moses, rediscover the prince within.” He does 
not say, “Moses, your destiny is waiting for you to unlock your potential.” That kind of talk 
belongs to Egypt, not the bush. Moses did not need renewed self-esteem. He needed 
divine presence. Self-confidence had already had its trial run in Exodus 2, and it ended with 
a grave in the sand. 

A man ought to remember the graveyards produced by his own confidence. Many of us 
have buried things in sand because we acted before we prayed, spoke before we listened, 
moved before God led, and assumed our burden justified our method. Moses had to carry 
that memory. The question “Who am I?” was not theoretical. He knew what Moses could 
do. Moses could kill one Egyptian and run. God would deliver a nation and judge an empire. 
The contrast is not flattering to man. It is meant to drive every servant away from self-
confidence and into God-confidence. 

Chapter Four - God Did Not Answer by Praising Moses 

God’s answer to “Who am I?” is stunning because of what it does not include. God does 
not rehearse Moses’ natural qualifications. He does not mention his Egyptian education. 
He does not mention his forty years of desert training. He does not mention his courage, his 
background, his burden, his family line, his experience, or his knowledge of Egypt. All of 
those things may have had a place in providence, but none of them were the answer. God 
says, “Certainly I will be with thee.” The answer to Moses’ inadequacy is God’s presence. 

That means the LORD refused to make Moses the center of the comfort. God did not build 
him up by flattering the man. He anchored him by revealing the presence of God. That is a 
major doctrinal lesson in service. The servant is not sustained by believing he is impressive. 
He is sustained by knowing God is with him. The calling is not made safe because the 
servant has a glowing résumé. It is made sure because the Caller goes with him. Moses’ 
qualifications were not the foundation. God’s presence was. 

This rebukes the fleshly obsession with personal affirmation. Men want God to tell them 
how great they are. God tells Moses, in effect, that Moses is not the point. That is mercy. If 



God had comforted Moses by praising Moses, then Moses would have gone back to Egypt 
leaning on Moses. Instead, God pointed Moses away from himself. “Certainly I will be with 
thee.” That is not self-esteem. That is God-esteem. That is not positive thinking. That is 
divine presence. That is not man-centered encouragement. That is holy sufficiency. 

Chapter Five - The Issue Was Not Moses Before Pharaoh, but God With Moses 

Moses asked, “Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh?” On the surface, that question 
makes sense. Pharaoh was the king of Egypt. Moses was an eighty-year-old shepherd in 
Midian. Pharaoh had armies, wealth, authority, and the machinery of an empire. Moses had 
a flock, a rod, and a past that had ended in flight. If the matter were merely Moses before 
Pharaoh, Moses would be right to tremble. A shepherd against a throne is not an 
encouraging equation. But the matter was not Moses before Pharaoh. It was God with 
Moses before Pharaoh. 

That changes everything. Pharaoh may be powerful, but Pharaoh is still dust before the 
LORD. Egypt may be mighty, but Egypt is still clay under God’s hand. The Nile may be 
worshipped, but God can turn it to blood. The magicians may imitate for a moment, but 
they cannot stop the judgment of God. The armies may pursue, but the sea obeys the 
Creator, not Pharaoh. Moses had to see that the contest was never equal. Pharaoh was not 
facing Moses alone. Pharaoh was about to face the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

This is the heart of God-confidence. God-confidence is not swagger. It is not a man 
pretending he is fearless. It is not religious arrogance. It is the settled conviction that 
obedience rests on the presence of the One who sends. Moses could not make Pharaoh 
obey. Moses could not break Egypt. Moses could not manufacture plagues. Moses could 
not split the sea. But God could. The issue was not the size of Moses before Pharaoh. The 
issue was the presence of God with Moses. That is why “Certainly I will be with thee” 
answers the whole question. 

Chapter Six - The Man Had to Disappear Behind the Message 

“Who am I?” is also the question that begins to move Moses out of the center. The younger 
Moses had assumed his brethren would understand how God by his hand would deliver 
them. At the bush, he is learning that the message is larger than the messenger. He will not 
go to Egypt to present Moses. He will go to Egypt to speak the word of the LORD. He will not 
go to recover his reputation. He will go to declare God’s command. He will not go to build a 
personal legend. He will go because the covenant God is coming down to deliver His 
people. 

That is the proper place of the servant. The messenger must disappear behind the 
message. The preacher is not the authority; the word of God is. The leader is not the 



redeemer; the LORD is. The instrument is not the power; God is. Moses would become 
famous in Scripture, but the fame of Moses is never meant to eclipse the glory of the LORD. 
The Exodus song does not say, “Moses is my strength and song.” It says, “The LORD is my 
strength and song, and he is become my salvation.” Moses had to be small enough to carry 
a message that great. 

A man who has not asked “Who am I?” may keep trying to make people notice who he is. 
That is deadly in spiritual work. He will use the work to magnify himself. He will crave 
recognition, defend his image, and act as though the mission depends on his greatness. 
Moses needed to be delivered from that before he could deliver anyone else. The man had 
to disappear behind the “I AM.” His identity was not the foundation. God’s name was. 
Moses’ question helped put the servant where he belonged: beneath the word, behind the 
message, under the hand of God. 

Chapter Seven - The Sign Would Come After Obedience 

In Exodus 3:12, after God says, “Certainly I will be with thee,” He adds, “and this shall be a 
token unto thee, that I have sent thee: When thou hast brought forth the people out of 
Egypt, ye shall serve God upon this mountain.” That is a remarkable sign because much of 
it would be confirmed after obedience. Moses wanted assurance before going, and God 
gave him His presence, then pointed to a future worship scene after deliverance. In other 
words, Moses would have to walk by the word of God before seeing the full confirmation in 
experience. 

That is another blow to self-centered faith. The servant often wants all the proof before 
taking the first step. He wants the mountain worship before Egypt. He wants the 
confirmation before obedience. But God often gives His word and His presence, then 
confirms the path as obedience unfolds. Moses would return to that mountain with Israel 
after the LORD brought them out. The sign would be glorious, but it required the journey of 
faith first. The man asking “Who am I?” had to trust the God who said, “I will be with thee.” 

This is not blind foolishness. It is faith in the word of God. Moses was not being asked to 
leap into darkness based on emotion. He was being addressed by the covenant God from 
holy ground. The same God who identified Himself as the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob promised His presence. That was enough. Moses had to learn that the servant does 
not need self-sufficiency when he has divine presence. He does not need every detail when 
he has God’s word. He does not need to know who he is when he knows who is with him. 

Conclusion 

“Who am I?” was the question that proved Moses had changed. The younger Moses acted 
like deliverance could begin with his own hand. The older Moses trembled at the thought of 



going to Pharaoh. That does not make all of his later objections right, but it does show that 
the desert had humbled him. Egypt’s self-confidence had been broken. The prince had 
been reduced. The shepherd stood barefoot before God and knew he was not enough. That 
is a good place for a servant to begin, as long as he does not stop there. 

The answer to “Who am I?” is not found in Moses. God does not flatter his résumé, praise 
his background, or tell him to believe in himself. God says, “Certainly I will be with thee.” 
That is the whole issue. Not Moses alone before Pharaoh, but God with Moses before 
Pharaoh. Not Moses’ ability against Egypt, but God’s presence over Egypt. Not Moses’ 
confidence in Moses, but Moses’ confidence in the LORD. Self-confidence had failed in the 
sand. God-confidence would stand in the court of Pharaoh. 

Every servant must learn this lesson. The question is not who you are in yourself. In 
yourself, you are not enough. You never were. You never will be. The question is who goes 
with you. If God is not with a man, his talent is a painted corpse. If God is with a man, his 
weakness is not the final word. Moses had to stop looking for the answer in Moses. The 
answer stood in the fire and spoke from the bush: “Certainly I will be with thee.” That was 
enough to send a shepherd back to Egypt and enough to make Pharaoh’s throne tremble. 

 

 

24 of 40 Lessons Moses Had to Learn in the Desert - Certainly I Will Be With Thee 

Key Passage: Exodus 3:12 
“And he said, Certainly I will be with thee; and this shall be a token unto thee, that I have 
sent thee: When thou hast brought forth the people out of Egypt, ye shall serve God upon 
this mountain.” 

Introduction 

There are promises in the Bible that sound small to the flesh because they do not hand a 
man the visible things he thinks he needs. Moses asked, “Who am I, that I should go unto 
Pharaoh?” and God did not answer by giving him an army, a throne, an Egyptian office, a 
political alliance, a treasury, a military escort, or a detailed explanation of every step 
ahead. God gave him something greater: “Certainly I will be with thee.” That sentence is 
one of the greatest qualifications ever placed upon a servant of God. Moses had no 
leverage over Pharaoh in the eyes of men. He had no palace access that guaranteed 
success. He had no Hebrew army waiting for his command. He had no public approval, no 
national committee, no weapons program, no chariot division, no visible strength equal to 



Egypt. But he had the promise of God’s presence, and that outranked every credential 
Egypt could recognize. 

That word “Certainly” is not weak language. It is not a vague encouragement. It is not God 
saying, “Moses, I hope this goes well.” It is the solid promise of the covenant-keeping LORD. 
“Certainly I will be with thee.” The issue was no longer Moses by himself before Pharaoh. 
The issue was God with Moses before Pharaoh. That changes everything. Without God’s 
presence, Egypt is too strong, Pharaoh is too proud, Israel is too weak, Moses is too 
insufficient, and the wilderness is too hard. With God’s presence, Pharaoh is already 
beaten though he still sits on the throne. With God’s presence, a shepherd’s rod is more 
dangerous than Egypt’s chariots. With God’s presence, the Red sea is not a barrier, the 
wilderness is not a death trap, and the murmuring of the people is not the end of the 
mission. 

Moses had to learn that divine presence is better than natural ability, better than public 
approval, better than money, better than political power, better than eloquence, and better 
than every visible advantage men worship. God’s presence is not an accessory to the work; 
it is the life of the work. If God sends a man, God’s presence must sustain the man. A 
commission without presence becomes presumption. A burden without presence 
becomes burnout. Courage without presence becomes flesh. Eloquence without presence 
becomes noise. Organization without presence becomes machinery. Moses had already 
seen what his own hand could do without God’s sending: one dead Egyptian and a body in 
the sand. Now God teaches him the secret of true service: “Certainly I will be with thee.” 

Chapter One - God’s Presence Answered Moses’ Insufficiency 

Moses asked the right kind of question for a humbled man: “Who am I?” He did not stand 
before God rehearsing his Egyptian education. He did not list his training, his background, 
his natural gifts, or his history in Pharaoh’s house. Forty years in Midian had done 
something to him. The old prince who once acted as though deliverance could begin 
through his own force now stands barefoot on holy ground and feels the weight of his own 
insufficiency. That was good, but it was not the whole answer. A man must learn that he is 
insufficient, but he must not stop there as though his insufficiency is greater than God’s 
presence. 

God answered Moses’ question without flattering Moses. He did not say, “Moses, you are 
more capable than you think.” He did not say, “Remember your greatness.” He did not say, 
“Believe in yourself.” That is Egypt’s gospel, not God’s. The LORD answered, “Certainly I will 
be with thee.” God moved Moses’ eyes away from Moses entirely. The answer to Moses’ 
weakness was not hidden strength in Moses. It was the promised presence of God with 



Moses. The question was not whether Moses was equal to Pharaoh. He was not. The 
question was whether Pharaoh was equal to the LORD. He was not. 

This is the great correction every servant needs. The flesh wants to find confidence in self, 
and false humility wants to hide in self. One says, “I am able,” and the other says, “I am 
unable,” but both can still be centered on “I.” God-confidence looks away from both pride 
and paralysis and rests on the word of the LORD. “Certainly I will be with thee” does not 
make Moses naturally sufficient. It makes Moses accompanied by the One who is 
sufficient. That is the difference between a man showing up with a résumé and a man 
showing up with God. 

Chapter Two - God’s Presence Outranked Moses’ Credentials 

Moses had credentials if anyone had them. Acts 7:22 says he “was learned in all the 
wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and in deeds.” That is not nothing. He 
had been trained in the highest system of the most powerful empire of his day. He 
understood Egypt from the inside. He knew its culture, courts, language, customs, power, 
and pride. If human preparation could qualify a man to confront Pharaoh, Moses had more 
than most. Yet God did not place the weight of the mission on those credentials. He placed 
it on His presence. 

That is not to say God cannot use a man’s background. The LORD wastes nothing. Moses’ 
knowledge of Egypt, his desert training, his shepherd years, his Hebrew birth, and even his 
forty years in Midian all sat under providence. But none of those things were the foundation. 
The foundation was “Certainly I will be with thee.” Human credentials can be useful tools, 
but they are miserable gods. The moment a man trusts them, they become snares. A 
degree cannot turn water into blood. A résumé cannot bring frogs upon Egypt. Egyptian 
wisdom cannot command lice, flies, hail, darkness, and death. Palace training cannot 
open the Red sea. Only God can do that. 

This destroys the religious world’s obsession with paper authority, institutional approval, 
and human polish. Men want letters behind their names while having no power of God 
upon their lives. They want titles, certifications, platforms, endorsements, and committees 
to validate what heaven has not touched. But when God sends Moses, He does not say, 
“Certainly your credentials will be enough.” He says, “Certainly I will be with thee.” A man 
with credentials and no presence is a dressed-up corpse. A man with God’s presence can 
walk into Egypt with a stick and make Pharaoh tremble. 

Chapter Three - God’s Presence Was Better Than an Army 

Moses had no army when God sent him. That is almost humorous if you think about it 
naturally. He is being sent to confront the greatest military power in his world, and God 



does not put a sword in every Hebrew hand before sending him. God does not gather 
battalions in Midian. God does not send Moses back with cavalry, chariots, or a desert 
militia. Moses is going back with a rod, a message, and the promise of God’s presence. To 
Egypt, that looked like nothing. To heaven, that was enough. 

This is how God loves to shame human strength. Egypt had armies, but armies cannot 
withstand the Creator. Pharaoh had chariots, but chariots cannot roll across a sea when 
God commands the waters to return. Egypt had weapons, but weapons cannot protect the 
firstborn from the judgment of God. Moses did not need military equality with Pharaoh 
because this was not a contest between Moses and Pharaoh. It was the LORD against 
Egypt. And when the LORD enters a battle, the enemy’s advantage becomes temporary 
decoration for his own funeral. 

The presence of God is better than an army because God can do what armies cannot. An 
army might fight Egypt. God can dismantle Egypt. An army might kill Egyptians. God can 
judge Egypt’s gods. An army might break walls. God can break Pharaoh’s pride. An army 
might create another political struggle. God can redeem His covenant people by blood and 
power. Moses had to learn that if God is with the man He sends, the visible imbalance does 
not matter. With God, a shepherd and a rod are enough. Without God, ten thousand 
soldiers would not be enough. 

Chapter Four - God’s Presence Was Better Than Public Approval 

Moses did not have public approval in the beginning. His first attempt in Exodus 2 had been 
rejected by his brethren. One of them said, “Who made thee a prince and a judge over us?” 
That question had cut deep. Moses had not been welcomed as deliverer. He had fled from 
Egypt under threat of death. Forty years later, God sends him back, and there is no 
guarantee that Israel will immediately understand everything or that Pharaoh will listen 
politely. Moses is stepping into opposition, confusion, and unbelief. Public approval was 
not the ground of his commission. 

God’s presence is better than public approval because public approval changes with fear, 
hunger, pressure, and disappointment. Israel would later sing after the Red sea and 
murmur in the wilderness. They would rejoice at deliverance and complain about water. 
They would receive manna and grow weary of it. They would see Sinai shake and still make 
a golden calf. If Moses had needed the people’s steady applause to keep going, he would 
not have lasted. The approval of man is a rotten foundation for holy service. It rises and falls 
like dust in the wind. 

“Certainly I will be with thee” is better than a crowd shouting your name. The crowd can 
turn. God does not. The people can misunderstand. God knows. The congregation can 



complain. God’s presence sustains. Moses had to lead a people who would often grieve 
him, and he needed something deeper than their approval. He needed the LORD with him. 
A man who serves for applause will quit when the applause stops or become cruel when 
people disappoint him. A man who serves under the promise of God’s presence can keep 
going when nobody understands but God. 

Chapter Five - God’s Presence Was Better Than Money and Political Power 

Moses had no treasury with which to negotiate with Pharaoh. He had no political office to 
give him leverage. He had no seat in Egypt’s government. He had no diplomatic immunity, 
no royal appointment, no economic bargaining chip, and no worldly power base. From the 
standpoint of politics and money, Moses was in no position to demand anything from 
Pharaoh. But God did not send him with Egypt’s tools. He sent him with divine authority. 
The promise was not “Certainly I will fund thee.” It was “Certainly I will be with thee.” 

Money has its uses, but money cannot do the work of God’s presence. Money cannot 
convict Pharaoh. Money cannot make a bush holy. Money cannot turn a rod into a sign by 
divine command. Money cannot produce manna. Money cannot make bitter water sweet. 
Money cannot bring water from a rock. Money cannot keep shoes from waxing old in the 
wilderness. Money cannot replace God. Political power is the same. It can pass laws, move 
systems, threaten enemies, and arrange earthly outcomes, but it cannot redeem by blood 
or reveal the glory of the LORD. 

This is a necessary rebuke in a time when religious people often think the work of God 
depends on money, influence, access, and worldly machinery. They talk like Egypt must 
lend its platform before God can speak. They act like Pharaoh must approve before Israel 
can move. But Moses’ calling proves otherwise. When God is with a man, lack of political 
leverage is not defeat. When God is not with a man, political leverage becomes a snare. 
Moses did not walk into Egypt with a campaign fund. He walked in with the presence of God 
promised to him, and that was enough to bring the empire down. 

Chapter Six - God’s Presence Was Better Than Eloquence 

Moses would later object that he was not eloquent. Exodus 4:10 says, “O my Lord, I am not 
eloquent... but I am slow of speech, and of a slow tongue.” God’s answer would be that He 
made man’s mouth. But before that objection ever appears, God has already given the 
deeper answer: “Certainly I will be with thee.” Eloquence is not the foundation of God’s 
work. Words matter, and God gives words, but the power is not in human polish. The power 
is in the God who sends and speaks. 

This is hard for men because eloquence impresses the flesh. Men love smooth talkers, 
polished speakers, charming personalities, clever phrases, and natural communicators. 



But Pharaoh did not need a motivational speech. Egypt needed the word of the LORD. 
Israel did not need a performer. They needed the message of the covenant God. A man can 
be eloquent and empty. He can speak beautifully and say nothing from God. He can move 
emotions and leave souls in bondage. Eloquence without presence is decorated wind. 

Moses had to learn that the issue was not whether his tongue could impress Pharaoh, but 
whether God’s word would confront Pharaoh. “Thus saith the LORD” from a slow tongue is 
greater than golden speech without divine authority. God’s presence is better than 
eloquence because God’s presence gives weight to the message. The servant’s mouth may 
tremble, but if God is with him, the word will land where God sends it. Pharaoh was not 
beaten by oratory. He was beaten by the LORD. 

Chapter Seven - God’s Presence Must Sustain the Man God Sends 

If God sends a man, God’s presence must sustain the man. The sending is not the end of 
dependence; it is the beginning of a deeper dependence. Moses would need God’s 
presence not only at the bush, but in Pharaoh’s court, before Israel’s elders, during the 
plagues, at the Passover, at the Red sea, in the wilderness, at Sinai, in intercession, in 
frustration, and through forty years of leading a difficult people. The promise “I will be with 
thee” was not ornamental. It was survival. 

The man God sends will face things beyond himself. If the task can be accomplished 
without God’s presence, it is not the kind of work that proves God. Moses’ assignment was 
impossible at every natural level. Pharaoh would not yield easily. Israel would not be easy 
to shepherd. The wilderness would not provide naturally. The enemies ahead would not 
disappear by human charm. Moses needed more than a moment of inspiration. He needed 
abiding divine presence. The God who sends must sustain, or the servant will be 
consumed. 

This is why the promise is so precious. God does not merely say, “Go.” He says, “I will be 
with thee.” The command and the companionship go together. The servant is not sent 
alone. The commission carries the presence of the Commissioner. That is what Moses had 
to rest in. He would not know every detail, but he knew the central promise. He would not 
feel sufficient, but God would be with him. Without that, Egypt was too strong. With that, 
Egypt was already doomed. 

Conclusion 

“Certainly I will be with thee” is one of the greatest promises in Moses’ calling. It answered 
his insufficiency without flattering his flesh. It redirected his confidence away from himself 
and toward the LORD. Moses had no army, no throne, no office, no money, no political 



leverage, no stable public approval, and no natural eloquence he could trust. But he had 
the promise of God’s presence. That promise outranked everything Egypt could count. 

Divine presence is better than natural ability, better than public approval, better than 
money, better than political power, better than eloquence, and better than every human 
credential. Natural ability fails. Public approval shifts. Money runs out. Political power 
corrupts. Eloquence can be empty. Credentials can become idols. But when God is with a 
man He sends, the weakness of the servant does not cancel the mission. The presence of 
God is the qualification that makes the impossible assignment possible. 

Moses had to learn that without God, Egypt was too strong. Without God, Pharaoh was too 
powerful. Without God, Israel was too broken. Without God, the wilderness was too barren. 
Without God, Moses was too weak. But with God, Pharaoh was already beaten though he 
still wore the crown. With God, the rod in Moses’ hand would become more terrifying than 
all the weapons in Egypt. With God, a shepherd could stand before a king and speak the 
word that would shake an empire. “Certainly I will be with thee” was enough then, and the 
presence of God is still the difference between dead religion and living service. 

 

 

25 of 40 Lessons Moses Had to Learn in the Desert - I AM Is Greater Than I Was 

Key Passage: Exodus 3:14 
“And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the 
children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you.” 

Introduction 

There are moments in the Bible where God says something so deep, so high, so holy, and 
so absolute that the sentence itself becomes a mountain. Exodus 3:14 is one of those 
mountains. Moses asks God what name he should give to the children of Israel, and the 
LORD answers, “I AM THAT I AM.” Not “I was.” Not “I will become.” Not “I used to be.” Not “I 
am trying to be.” “I AM.” That is not merely a name to fill in a blank. That is a revelation of 
eternal, self-existent, unborrowed, uncreated, undiminished, unchanging being. God is not 
dependent on Egypt, Moses, Pharaoh, Israel, time, history, temples, thrones, armies, or 
human understanding. He simply is. Pharaoh sits on a throne for a while. Moses lives 
through seasons of rising and falling. Egypt has dynasties that begin and end. But I AM 
stands outside all of it. 

That revelation was exactly what Moses needed. Moses could have looked backward in two 
directions. He could have looked backward in pride and said, “I was a prince. I was 



educated. I was mighty in words and deeds. I was raised in Pharaoh’s house. I was 
connected to power. I was somebody.” Or he could have looked backward in shame and 
said, “I was a failure. I was rejected. I was a fugitive. I was forgotten. I was the man who 
killed an Egyptian and ran. I was the man who lost the future I thought I had.” The past 
offered Moses two poisonous cups: pride over what he had been and despair over what he 
had done. But God did not reveal Himself as the God of Moses’ better days or the God 
chained to Moses’ worst days. He revealed Himself as I AM. The present-tense sufficiency 
of God overruled both past pride and past failure. 

Moses had to learn that the mission did not rest on anything Moses used to be. It did not 
rest on his palace background, and it did not die because of his desert exile. The mission 
rested on the eternal God who spoke from the bush. “I AM hath sent me unto you.” That 
sentence is greater than Moses’ résumé and greater than Moses’ ruin. It is greater than 
Egyptian wisdom and greater than Midian obscurity. It is greater than Pharaoh’s authority 
and greater than Israel’s unbelief. The man who had been trapped between “I was 
somebody” and “I was a failure” had to be delivered by the God who is. I AM is greater than I 
was. 

Chapter One - God Did Not Anchor Moses in His Past 

When Moses asked what name he should give to Israel, God did not answer by pointing 
Moses back to Moses. He did not say, “Tell them you were raised in Pharaoh’s house.” He 
did not say, “Tell them you were educated in Egypt.” He did not say, “Tell them you were 
mighty in words and deeds.” He did not say, “Tell them you once cared enough to defend a 
Hebrew.” He did not build Moses’ confidence out of former greatness. God was not going to 
anchor a holy mission in the unstable ground of Moses’ past. 

That is a great mercy because the past is a dangerous foundation. If Moses built on his past 
advantages, pride would return. If he built on his past failures, despair would rule. If he built 
on old reputation, he would be dependent on Egypt’s memory. If he built on old shame, he 
would be paralyzed by Midian’s silence. The past can instruct a man, humble a man, warn a 
man, and remind a man, but it cannot be the foundation of God’s present calling. Moses 
needed something deeper than what he had been. He needed the God who is. 

God’s answer lifted the whole matter above Moses’ biography. “I AM THAT I AM.” That is the 
true anchor. The servant’s history is not sovereign. God is. The servant’s former usefulness 
is not sovereign. God is. The servant’s failure is not sovereign. God is. The mission was not 
resting on a nostalgic return to Moses’ best days or an emotional escape from his worst 
days. It was resting on the living God whose being is not altered by the servant’s biography. 



Moses had to learn that God does not need to borrow strength from a man’s past in order to 
send him into the present. 

Chapter Two - I AM Is Greater Than Former Greatness 

Moses had known greatness in the world’s eyes. Acts 7:22 says he “was learned in all the 
wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and in deeds.” That was not imaginary. 
He really had been trained. He really had been connected to power. He really had lived in 
Pharaoh’s house. He really had advantages most men could never dream of. If Moses 
wanted to look backward and say, “I was somebody,” he had material to work with. The 
flesh loves that kind of material. It loves old titles, old accomplishments, old influence, old 
praise, old victories, and old importance. 

But I AM is greater than “I was somebody.” God’s self-existence makes human greatness 
look like dust blowing across the desert. What is Egyptian education beside the God who 
made the mind? What is palace training beside the God who raises up kings and puts them 
down? What is mighty speech beside the God who spoke the worlds into existence? What 
is a royal household beside the eternal throne? Moses’ past greatness could not define the 
mission because it was too small. Even at its best, it was creaturely, temporary, dependent, 
and fading. I AM needed none of it to be I AM. 

This is a needed rebuke to any man who lives on former greatness. Some men spend the 
rest of their lives polishing a memory. They talk about what they were, what they built, 
where they studied, who they knew, what doors opened, what crowds listened, what titles 
they carried. But yesterday’s greatness cannot substitute for God’s present presence. 
Moses could not walk into Egypt saying, “I was raised here.” He had to say, “I AM hath sent 
me.” That is the difference between a man trying to recover his old importance and a 
servant carrying the authority of the eternal God. 

Chapter Three - I AM Is Greater Than Former Failure 

Moses also had failure in his past. He had killed the Egyptian. He had hidden the body in 
the sand. He had been exposed by the Hebrew who said, “Who made thee a prince and a 
judge over us?” He had fled from Pharaoh. He had spent forty years in Midian away from the 
place where his first attempt collapsed. If Moses wanted to look backward and say, “I was a 
failure,” he had material for that too. The devil loves to hand a man that script and tell him 
to read it until he dies. 

But I AM is greater than “I was a failure.” That does not mean failure is nothing. Moses’ 
failure mattered. It humbled him. It exposed him. It drove him out of Egypt and into the 
desert school of God. But it was not greater than God. The LORD did not say, “Moses, your 
past mistake has more authority than My present call.” He did not say, “Moses, the sand in 



Egypt has cancelled the fire in the bush.” He did not say, “Moses, what you were at your 
worst is stronger than who I AM.” God’s eternal sufficiency overruled the shame that could 
have kept Moses buried in Midian. 

A man must learn the difference between being humbled by failure and being governed by 
failure. Moses needed the first, not the second. If he forgot his failure, pride could revive. If 
he lived under his failure as final, unbelief would win. The answer to both dangers was I AM. 
God did not erase the past; He outranked it. He did not pretend Moses had never failed; He 
revealed Himself as greater than the failure. Moses had to learn that the mission was not 
built on his clean record. It was built on God’s eternal being and covenant purpose. 

Chapter Four - I AM Is Present-Tense Sufficiency 

“I AM” is present-tense sufficiency. That is the force of it in the life of Moses. God was not 
merely the God who had done things long ago. He was not merely the God who would do 
something someday. He is. In the moment of Moses’ fear, God is. In the moment of Israel’s 
bondage, God is. In the moment of Pharaoh’s arrogance, God is. In the moment of Moses’ 
insufficiency, God is. The servant’s weakness is present, but God’s sufficiency is more 
present. Egypt’s power is visible, but God’s being is ultimate. 

This matters because men often live trapped between a haunting past and an uncertain 
future. Moses had plenty behind him to confuse him and plenty ahead of him to frighten 
him. Behind him were Egypt, failure, exile, and forty years. Ahead of him were Pharaoh, 
Israel’s doubts, the plagues, the wilderness, and the impossible burden of leadership. Into 
that pressure God reveals Himself as I AM. Not as a theory. Not as a memory. Not as a 
possibility. I AM. The living God is sufficient in the present moment where obedience is 
required. 

That is what the servant needs. Not merely stories of what God did for others, though those 
are precious. Not merely promises about what God will do in the future, though those are 
sure. He needs the present reality of the living God. Moses could not obey tomorrow’s 
grace yesterday. He needed God in the moment. I AM means God is not absent from the 
present tense. He is not locked in biblical history as a museum figure. He is the eternal, 
self-existent God who meets His servant where obedience must happen. Moses had to 
learn that the present tense of God is stronger than the past tense of Moses. 

Chapter Five - I AM Stands Above Pharaoh’s Throne 

Pharaoh’s throne looked permanent to men, but it was not. Every throne in this world has a 
beginning, a season, and an end. Pharaoh inherited power he did not create, sat in a 
position he could not keep forever, and breathed air God gave him while pretending to be 
supreme. Egypt’s monuments were large, its gods were many, its armies were strong, and 



its king was feared. But all of it stood inside time. Pharaoh was born. Pharaoh would die. 
Pharaoh’s dynasty would pass. Egypt’s glory would fade. I AM stands outside all of that. 

This is why Moses did not need to tremble as though Pharaoh were ultimate. Pharaoh could 
say no. Pharaoh could rage. Pharaoh could threaten. Pharaoh could increase burdens. 
Pharaoh could harden his heart. But Pharaoh could not stop being a creature. He could not 
make himself eternal. He could not climb above the God who is. Pharaoh’s “I will not” is 
nothing beside God’s “I AM.” Pharaoh’s throne is temporary furniture in a world God made. I 
AM is the eternal ground of all existence. 

Moses had to carry that truth into Egypt. The visible scene would be intimidating: a 
shepherd before a king, a rod before a throne, a fugitive before an empire. But the invisible 
reality was decisive: I AM had sent him. The God who is does not negotiate His existence 
with Pharaoh. He does not ask Egypt’s permission to be God. He does not need the gods of 
Egypt to move over and make room. He is before them, above them, against them, and 
beyond them. When I AM sends a man to Pharaoh, Pharaoh’s throne is already standing on 
borrowed time. 

Chapter Six - I AM Sent Moses With a Message, Not a Memory 

God told Moses, “Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto 
you.” That means Moses was to go back with a message, not a memory. He was not sent to 
talk about what he had once been in Egypt. He was not sent to build credibility on his old 
connection to Pharaoh’s house. He was not sent to apologize forever for his old failure. He 
was sent to speak the name God revealed. “I AM hath sent me unto you.” The message was 
greater than the messenger’s past. 

That is a powerful lesson. The servant of God must not live by constantly presenting his 
own story as the main authority. Testimony has its place. God uses personal history. But 
the message must be larger than the man’s memories. Moses’ authority would not be, “I 
was once important in Egypt.” It would not be, “I was humbled in Midian.” It would be, “I AM 
hath sent me.” The name of God, the word of God, and the covenant purpose of God would 
carry the mission. Moses’ past could explain some things, but it could not deliver anyone. 

Modern religion often makes the man’s story bigger than God’s word. Everything becomes 
autobiography, branding, recovery narrative, personal platform, and emotional connection. 
But Egypt is not broken by a man’s memories. Israel is not delivered by a man’s life story. 
Pharaoh does not tremble because Moses has had an interesting journey. The authority is 
in the God who sends. Moses had to learn to carry a message that swallowed up his own 
biography. “I AM hath sent me” is infinitely greater than “I used to be.” 

Chapter Seven - I AM Reveals the God Who Needs Nothing 



The name “I AM THAT I AM” reveals God’s self-existence. He is not dependent. He does not 
derive His life from another. He does not become God by recognition. He does not increase 
when praised or diminish when denied. He does not need Pharaoh’s permission, Moses’ 
strength, Israel’s confidence, Egypt’s cooperation, or man’s understanding. He is what He 
is in Himself. That is beyond full human comprehension, but it is exactly what Moses 
needed to hear. The mission rested on the God who needs nothing. 

This is the opposite of idols. Egypt’s gods were tied to creation, nature, symbols, temples, 
myths, animals, rivers, and human imagination. They needed priests to serve them, men to 
fashion them, temples to house them, and superstition to sustain them. But I AM stands 
above every false god. He is not carved. He is not carried. He is not fed. He is not invented. 
He is not maintained. He is not one more being inside the universe. He is the self-existent 
LORD. The plagues would soon demonstrate that Egypt’s gods were nothing before Him. 

Moses had to learn that the God who needs nothing can supply everything. Because God is 
self-existent, He is not weakened by the needs of His people. Israel’s bondage does not 
exhaust Him. Moses’ weakness does not limit Him. Pharaoh’s defiance does not threaten 
Him. The wilderness does not drain Him. He can give water, bread, protection, law, mercy, 
judgment, and guidance because He is not drawing from a limited source. He is I AM. The 
mission rested on the eternal sufficiency of the God who needs nothing and gives all 
according to His will. 

Conclusion 

Moses had to learn that I AM is greater than I was. His past could pull him in two directions. 
Pride could say, “I was a prince, educated, mighty, and important.” Shame could say, “I was 
a failure, a fugitive, rejected, and forgotten.” But God revealed Himself in a name that rose 
above both. “I AM THAT I AM.” The mission did not rest on Moses’ former greatness, and it 
was not cancelled by Moses’ former failure. It rested on the eternal, self-existent God 
speaking from the bush. 

This revelation set Moses free from the tyranny of the past. The past had lessons, but it did 
not have lordship. Egypt’s palace could not define him. Midian’s exile could not bury him. 
The dead Egyptian in the sand could not overrule the living God in the bush. Moses was not 
sent back to Egypt with “I was” as his authority. He was sent with “I AM.” That name was 
greater than his résumé, greater than his regret, greater than Pharaoh’s throne, greater than 
Israel’s fear, and greater than the wilderness ahead. 

Pharaoh had a beginning and would have an end. Egypt had a rise and would have a fall. 
Moses had seasons of strength and weakness, prominence and obscurity, failure and 
calling. But I AM stands outside all of it. He is not trapped in time, not threatened by 



empires, not dependent on servants, and not altered by man’s past. Moses had to go 
forward under the authority of the God who is. I AM was greater than all that Moses had 
been, greater than all Moses feared, and greater than all Egypt possessed. 

 

 

26 of 40 Lessons Moses Had to Learn in the Desert - What Is That in Thine Hand? 

Key Passage: Exodus 4:2 
“And the LORD said unto him, What is that in thine hand? And he said, A rod.” 

Introduction 

There is a question in Exodus 4:2 that looks simple until you remember who is asking it: 
“What is that in thine hand?” The LORD knew what Moses had in his hand. God was not 
asking for information. He was forcing Moses to look at the thing he had carried through the 
ordinary routines of shepherd life. Moses did not have an Egyptian scepter. He did not have 
a royal sword. He did not have Pharaoh’s seal. He did not have a military banner. He did not 
have a document from the court giving him authority to negotiate the release of Israel. He 
had a rod. A shepherd’s staff. A common tool. A desert instrument. The very thing 
connected to the hidden season God had used to humble him. 

That rod represented more than wood. It represented forty years of shepherding. It 
represented the backside of the desert. It represented another man’s flock. It represented 
slow days, long paths, dusty ground, and the ordinary responsibilities of Midian. Moses had 
once been connected to the symbols of Egyptian power, but now God draws attention to 
the symbol of his humbling. The staff in his hand was not a badge of palace status. It was a 
witness that the prince had become a shepherd. And that is the very thing God chose to 
use. The LORD did not ask Moses what he had left in Egypt. He asked what was in his hand 
now. 

This is one of God’s sharpest lessons in service. God often uses what is already in a man’s 
hand after He has broken the man’s confidence in the hand holding it. The staff was 
nothing until surrendered to God. In Moses’ hand alone, it could guide sheep, steady his 
steps, and help him through the desert. In God’s hand, that same rod could become a sign 
before Israel, a rebuke to Egypt, a terror to Pharaoh, and an instrument associated with 
plagues, judgment, and the dividing of the sea. Moses had to learn that God does not need 
a golden scepter to shake an empire. A shepherd’s rod, surrendered to the LORD, can 
rebuke Egypt. 

Chapter One - God Asked About What Moses Already Had 



The LORD did not begin by asking Moses what he lacked. He asked, “What is that in thine 
hand?” That is striking because Moses had already been thinking about insufficiency. He 
had asked, “Who am I?” He would raise questions about Israel believing him and about his 
own speech. But God turns his attention to something plain, immediate, and ordinary. 
Moses did have something in his hand. It was not impressive, but it was there. It was not 
royal, but it was available. It was not an Egyptian weapon, but it was connected to the life 
God had used to prepare him. 

God’s question exposed the difference between man’s imagination and God’s providence. 
Moses may have thought he needed what he no longer had: palace access, Egyptian 
influence, youthful strength, public recognition, or the acceptance of his brethren. But God 
points to what remained after the stripping. “What is that in thine hand?” Sometimes God’s 
preparation leaves a man with less in the world’s eyes, but more in God’s purpose. Moses 
no longer had the visible advantages of Egypt, but he had the rod of a shepherd, and that 
rod was tied to everything God had been teaching him. 

This is the way the LORD often works. He does not always begin by giving a man something 
new and spectacular. He asks about the thing already present, already familiar, already 
worn by use, already connected to the man’s daily obedience. David had a sling. Samson 
had the jawbone of an ass. The widow had a pot of oil. The lad had five barley loaves and 
two small fishes. Moses had a rod. God is not limited by the smallness of what is in a man’s 
hand. The real issue is whether that thing is surrendered to the hand of God. 

Chapter Two - It Was a Shepherd’s Rod, Not an Egyptian Scepter 

The object in Moses’ hand was not a scepter. That matters. A scepter represents royal 
authority, throne power, visible rule, and recognized dominion. Moses had none of that 
now. He was not standing before God as a prince of Egypt holding a symbol of courtly 
power. He was standing there as a shepherd with a rod. Egypt would have despised that 
contrast. Pharaoh understood scepters, thrones, crowns, armies, and decrees. A 
shepherd’s rod from Midian would not frighten him naturally. But that is exactly the kind of 
contrast God loves. 

The shepherd’s rod preached the whole story of Moses’ humiliation. It said the palace was 
gone. It said the old identity had been stripped. It said the man had spent years in the 
desert caring for sheep. It said God had turned a prince into a shepherd before sending him 
back to confront a king. This was not accidental. God was not looking for Moses’ Egyptian 
scepter because the deliverance of Israel would not be carried out by Egyptian authority. It 
would be carried out by divine authority using a humbled instrument. The rod fit the man 
God had made. 



That is a rebuke to the fleshly desire for impressive symbols. Men want scepters. God may 
hand them rods. Men want signs of rank. God may give them tools of service. Men want the 
world to recognize their authority before they obey. God may send them with something the 
world laughs at. Moses had to learn that the visible symbol did not need to impress Egypt. It 
needed to be surrendered to God. A scepter without God is dead decoration. A shepherd’s 
rod with God can become the rod of God. 

Chapter Three - The Rod Represented the Hidden Season 

The rod in Moses’ hand was connected to his hidden life. It was the tool of the shepherd 
years, the quiet years, the years that seemed far removed from Israel’s deliverance. It had 
been with him while leading Jethro’s flock through the desert. It belonged to the season of 
obscurity, repetition, patience, and humility. God chose that very object as the object He 
would use in signs. That means God did not treat the hidden season as irrelevant. He took 
something from it and carried it into the public mission. 

This is a deep encouragement. God may use the very thing formed in obscurity as part of 
the future assignment. The skills, tools, habits, burdens, disciplines, and lessons of hidden 
years may seem disconnected from what God will do later, but they are not disconnected 
in His providence. Moses’ rod was not purchased in Pharaoh’s court. It was carried in 
Midian. It was tied to the desert classroom. The staff testified that God had been preparing 
Moses not by giving him royal instruments, but by teaching him shepherd life. 

A man should be careful not to despise what God puts in his hand during hidden years. It 
may look ordinary now. It may feel small now. It may seem unrelated now. But God can take 
the thing tied to your humbling and use it in the thing tied to your calling. The rod that 
helped Moses walk in Midian would be lifted in Egypt. The tool of shepherding would 
become associated with judgment. The symbol of hidden service would stand before 
Pharaoh. God does not waste the hidden season. He can put its rod in the middle of the 
mission. 

Chapter Four - The Hand Had to Be Broken Before the Rod Could Be Used 

God did not merely want the rod. He wanted the man holding it. A rod in the hand of an 
unbroken Moses could become another instrument of flesh. The younger Moses had 
already shown what his hand could do when governed by impulse. It could strike an 
Egyptian and hide the evidence. That hand had strength, but it was not yet under God’s 
control. Before God used the rod, He spent forty years breaking Moses’ confidence in the 
hand that held it. The instrument is not safe until the servant is governed. 

That is why God waited. If the rod had been placed in Moses’ hand immediately after 
Exodus 2, Moses might have used it like another weapon of self-will. But after forty years of 



desert discipline, the hand had been humbled. The hand that once struck in haste had 
learned to guide sheep slowly. The hand that once hid a dead man in the sand had learned 
to hold a staff in ordinary service. The hand that once acted without commission now 
trembled before the voice of God. That is the kind of hand God can use. 

This is a major lesson. The tool is not the main issue. The hand is. A Bible, a pulpit, a pen, a 
platform, a voice, a gift, a ministry, a burden, or a rod can all become dangerous in the 
wrong hand. God often breaks the confidence of the man before He empowers the thing 
the man carries. Moses had to learn that the staff was nothing, and Moses was nothing, 
until both were surrendered. God does not simply anoint tools. He subdues men. 

Chapter Five - The Rod Was Nothing Until God Spoke Over It 

When Moses answered, “A rod,” that was all it was naturally. A rod. A piece of wood. A 
shepherd’s staff. Useful, but ordinary. There was no magic in it. No native power. No 
supernatural quality stored inside it. It did not become significant because of its material, 
age, shape, or sentimental value. It became significant because God spoke concerning it. 
The word of the LORD made the difference. Without God’s command, it remained a rod. 
Under God’s command, it became a sign. 

This distinction matters because men are always tempted to make idols out of 
instruments. They want to believe power is in the method, the object, the symbol, the 
personality, the system, or the tradition. But the Bible will not allow that. The rod could not 
act independently of God. Moses could not wave it according to his own imagination and 
expect heaven to obey him. The power was not in the wood. The power was in the LORD 
who commanded how it would be used. God’s word governed the instrument. 

The same principle applies throughout Scripture. The brass serpent later became an object 
of idolatry when Israel forgot the God who had appointed it. Gideon’s ephod became a 
snare. Men love to preserve the instrument after they lose the fear of God. Moses had to 
learn from the beginning that the rod was nothing until God spoke over it. If God said cast it 
down, he must cast it down. If God said take it up, he must take it up. If God said stretch it 
out, he must stretch it out. The instrument’s usefulness depended entirely on obedience to 
the word of God. 

Chapter Six - God Used the Ordinary to Confound the Mighty 

A shepherd’s rod against Egypt is almost absurd to the natural mind. Egypt had chariots, 
soldiers, monuments, magicians, temples, and a Pharaoh who considered himself 
untouchable. Moses had a rod. That is the kind of imbalance God creates on purpose. He 
loves to put the weakness of the instrument beside the greatness of the enemy so that the 



victory cannot be honestly credited to the instrument. No one with spiritual sense can look 
at the Exodus and say, “What a rod.” The only right conclusion is, “What a God.” 

This is the divine pattern. God used a sling in David’s hand to bring down Goliath. He used a 
jawbone in Samson’s hand to slay Philistines. He used a widow’s meal barrel to display 
provision. He used a manger to hold the incarnate Son of God. He used fishermen to turn 
the world upside down in Acts. He puts treasure in earthen vessels so that the excellency of 
the power may be of God and not of us. The rod in Moses’ hand stands as an Old Testament 
rebuke to every man who thinks God needs impressive equipment to do mighty work. 

Moses had to learn not to measure the rod by Egypt’s standards. Egypt would not respect it. 
Pharaoh would not fear it at first. The magicians would attempt to imitate signs and reduce 
the matter to a contest of wonders. But God would make that rod a witness against Egypt’s 
pride. The ordinary thing in the hand of a humbled servant would become associated with 
plagues, judgment, deliverance, and the sea opening before Israel. God used the ordinary 
to confound the mighty because the mighty needed to learn that the LORD does not need 
their permission, their symbols, or their power. 

Chapter Seven - In God’s Hand, the Shepherd’s Rod Rebuked Egypt 

The rod would not remain merely Moses’ rod. Exodus 4:20 later calls it “the rod of God.” 
That is a tremendous change. It began as the rod in Moses’ hand, but under divine 
command it became the rod of God. The difference was surrender and divine use. Moses 
did not create its power. He yielded it to the LORD’s instruction. Once God claimed its use, 
that shepherd’s rod became an instrument connected with signs before Israel, signs before 
Pharaoh, and judgment upon Egypt. 

In God’s hand, a shepherd’s rod could rebuke Egypt. It could become a serpent before 
Pharaoh. It could be stretched out as waters turned to blood. It could be lifted as plagues 
fell. It could be associated with the dividing of the Red sea. Again, the rod was not magic. 
God was the power. But God chose to attach His mighty acts to that simple object in 
Moses’ hand. He did that so Moses would never forget the lesson: the ordinary surrendered 
to God becomes more significant than the impressive kept for self. 

This is the issue in every generation. What is in thine hand? Not what did you leave in 
Egypt? Not what do you wish you had? Not what would impress Pharaoh? What is in thine 
hand? A rod, a pen, a voice, a Bible, a skill, a burden, a small opportunity, a hidden duty, a 
family responsibility, a testimony, a platform, a local work, a few loaves and fishes. The 
thing itself is not enough. But surrendered to God, governed by His word, and held by a 
humbled servant, it can be used beyond anything the flesh imagined. Moses had to learn 
that the rod was nothing until God took it up into His purpose. 



Conclusion 

“What is that in thine hand?” was not a question for God’s information. It was a question for 
Moses’ instruction. Moses had a shepherd’s rod, not an Egyptian scepter. That rod 
represented the humbling years, the hidden years, the shepherd years, the ordinary desert 
life that had replaced the palace world he once knew. God drew attention to the very thing 
connected to Moses’ low place and then made it part of the signs of divine power. The tool 
of obscurity became the instrument of testimony. 

The staff was nothing until surrendered to God. In Moses’ hand alone, it was only a rod. In 
God’s purpose, it became the rod of God. That is the difference between natural usefulness 
and divine power. The wood had no magic. Moses had no sufficiency. The hand holding it 
had to be broken, humbled, and brought under God’s command. Then the ordinary thing 
could be used in extraordinary ways. God does not need a golden scepter to shake an 
empire. He can take a shepherd’s staff and make Egypt tremble. 

Moses had to learn that God often uses what is already in a man’s hand after He has broken 
the man’s confidence in the hand holding it. The question is not whether the thing looks 
impressive to Pharaoh. The question is whether it is surrendered to the LORD. A rod with 
God is greater than a scepter without Him. A shepherd with God is greater than a king 
against Him. In God’s hand, the common becomes mighty, the lowly becomes useful, and 
a desert staff can rebuke Egypt. 

 

 

27 of 40 Lessons Moses Had to Learn in the Desert - The Staff Had to Hit the Ground 
First 

Key Passage: Exodus 4:3-4 
“And he said, Cast it on the ground. And he cast it on the ground, and it became a serpent; 
and Moses fled from before it. And the LORD said unto Moses, Put forth thine hand, and 
take it by the tail. And he put forth his hand, and caught it, and it became a rod in his hand.” 

Introduction 

There is a lesson in Exodus 4 that will cut the fingers off a man’s pride if he lets the word of 
God do its work. God asked Moses, “What is that in thine hand?” Moses answered, “A rod.” 
Then the LORD said, “Cast it on the ground.” That rod had been in Moses’ hand through the 
ordinary years of shepherd life. It had steadied him in the wilderness, guided sheep, 
represented his hidden season, and become connected to the man God had made him in 
Midian. But before it could become a sign, it had to leave his grip. Before God displayed 



power through it, Moses had to surrender it. Before the staff could rebuke Egypt, it had to 
hit the ground. 

That is a tremendous lesson. Moses could not cling to the symbol of his shepherd life and 
still see what God intended to do with it. The rod was not sinful. It was not wicked. It was 
not Egyptian. It was an ordinary and useful tool. But God required it to be released. That 
means surrender is not only about letting go of wicked things. Sometimes God tells a man 
to let go of the very thing that has been useful, familiar, stabilizing, and tied to his identity. 
The question is not merely whether the thing is good. The question is whether God has 
authority over it. If the LORD says, “Cast it on the ground,” obedience does not negotiate 
with the hand. 

The staff became a serpent, and Moses fled from before it. Then God commanded him to 
take it by the tail, and it became a rod in his hand again. That whole scene is more than a 
sign trick for Pharaoh. It is a doctrinal lesson in surrender, danger, power, obedience, and 
divine authority over common things. Moses had to learn that what is harmless in one 
condition can become terrifying under God’s word, and what is terrifying under God’s word 
can return to usefulness under God’s command. Common things become dangerous or 
powerful according to what the LORD says. The rod was nothing in itself. The hand was 
nothing in itself. The power was in God. 

Chapter One - The Command Was Simple, But the Lesson Was Deep 

God’s command was only five words: “Cast it on the ground.” A child could understand the 
sentence, but a lifetime of obedience can be hidden inside simple commands. The LORD 
did not give Moses a long explanation before requiring the action. He did not first lecture 
him on the theology of surrender, the symbolism of the rod, or the future signs in Egypt. He 
simply commanded him to release what was in his hand. Moses had to obey before he fully 
understood what the obedience would reveal. That is often how God teaches. He gives a 
plain command, and the lesson opens after the surrender. 

This is where many men stumble. They want full explanation before obedience. They want 
to understand every consequence before they let go. They want God to prove what He will 
do with the thing before they release it. But the Bible pattern often runs the other way. 
Abraham had to leave before he knew the full road. Peter had to let down the net at Christ’s 
word even after a night of failure. The servants at Cana had to fill waterpots before the wine 
was manifest. Moses had to cast the rod before the sign appeared. Obedience is not built 
on full understanding. It is built on the authority of the One who speaks. 

The depth of the lesson was that nothing in Moses’ hand was outside God’s command. Not 
even the thing connected to his daily work. Not even the thing that steadied him. Not even 



the thing he had carried through years of obscurity. God had the right to ask for it. That is 
surrender. Surrender is not giving God what you no longer want. Surrender is putting under 
His authority what you do want, what you use, what you understand, and what you may 
think defines you. The command was simple, but the lesson went straight into Moses’ grip. 

Chapter Two - The Rod Had to Leave His Hand 

The rod could not become the sign while Moses held it tightly. It had to leave his hand. That 
does not mean the rod was evil in Moses’ hand for ordinary use. It had been useful as a 
shepherd’s staff. But for this sign, God required release. The hand that held the rod had to 
open. The fingers had to loosen. Moses had to let the staff fall where God told him to put it. 
The first movement in the sign was not lifting the rod, but releasing it. Before elevation, 
there was surrender. Before public use, there was relinquishment. 

That order matters. Men want God to use what they hold while they remain in full control of 
it. They want divine power without release. They want their gifts used, but not surrendered. 
They want their ministry blessed, but not governed. They want their rod to become mighty 
while still belonging to their own grip. God does not work that way. The rod in Moses’ hand 
had to come under the LORD’s command, and the first command was to cast it down. The 
thing God would later put back in his hand first had to leave his hand. 

This is one of the hardest lessons in spiritual life. God may require a man to let go of the 
very thing he thinks defines him. For Moses, the rod was tied to his shepherd identity. For 
another man, it may be a talent, a platform, a relationship, a plan, a reputation, a dream, a 
ministry, a habit of control, or even a form of service that has become too closely tied to 
self. The thing may be useful, but it must not be lord. The rod had to leave Moses’ hand so 
Moses could see that God was Lord over both the rod and the hand. 

Chapter Three - Surrender Reveals What a Thing Really Is Under God 

When Moses cast the rod on the ground, “it became a serpent.” That must have shocked 
him. The thing he had carried as a familiar tool became something from which he fled. The 
rod that had been ordinary in his hand became dangerous on the ground under God’s word. 
This was not Moses manipulating nature. This was God revealing that He had authority over 
the thing. The rod was not independent. It was not fixed in meaning by Moses’ use of it. 
Under God’s command, it could become something Moses had not expected at all. 

This teaches that surrender often reveals dimensions of a thing we never saw while we 
were holding it. In our hand, a gift may seem safe because we control it. A responsibility 
may seem manageable because we understand it. A tool may seem ordinary because we 
have used it for years. But when God commands it out of our grip, He may show us that it is 
more serious, more dangerous, more powerful, or more holy than we thought. Moses had 



carried the rod, but he had not seen it become a serpent until he obeyed the command to 
cast it down. 

There is a warning here. Common things are not harmless when God’s word begins dealing 
with them. A man’s tongue is common until God requires it to speak His word, and then it is 
dangerous if used carelessly. A platform is common until God puts truth on it, and then it 
becomes dangerous if handled for self. A Bible in a man’s hand is common in appearance, 
but deadly serious when preached. The rod became a serpent because God was teaching 
Moses that nothing under His authority is merely ordinary anymore. Surrender reveals the 
seriousness of what God touches. 

Chapter Four - Moses Fled From What He Had Once Held 

The Bible says, “and Moses fled from before it.” That is a remarkable sentence. Moses ran 
from the thing that had just been in his hand. The familiar became fearful. The shepherd’s 
tool became something he would not stand near. God was not merely entertaining Moses 
with a miracle. He was teaching him that the thing he carried was not under Moses’ 
ultimate control. Once God acted upon it, Moses could not treat it casually. He had to fear 
what God could do with what he thought he understood. 

This is a healthy lesson. Sometimes God has to make a man afraid of mishandling what he 
once held casually. Moses may have handled that rod thousands of times without 
trembling. But when it became a serpent, he fled. The hand that had known the rod learned 
fear. That fear was not the end of the lesson, but it was part of it. God was preparing Moses 
to deal with signs, wonders, Pharaoh, magicians, judgment, and holy authority. He could 
not be casual with the instruments of God. He had to learn that God’s power is not a toy. 

A man who has never learned holy fear will mishandle the things of God. He will play with 
doctrine, play with ministry, play with words, play with influence, play with people, and play 
with spiritual gifts as though nothing can become dangerous. But the rod became a 
serpent. Moses fled. Let that settle in. The thing God uses can humble the man using it. The 
tool can turn and frighten him under God’s hand. The servant must never forget that power 
belongs to God, and God can make a man tremble before what he once held too lightly. 

Chapter Five - God Commanded Him to Take It by the Tail 

After Moses fled, the LORD said, “Put forth thine hand, and take it by the tail.” That 
command required faith and obedience. A serpent is not normally handled by the tail if a 
man wants safety. Yet God commanded it. Moses had to put his hand back toward the thing 
he had fled, not according to instinct, but according to God’s word. This is another stage in 
the lesson. The same God who told him to cast it down now tells him to take it up. 
Surrender is not abandonment to chaos. It is obedience to God’s command at every stage. 



The command also showed that Moses’ fear had to be governed by God just as his 
confidence had to be governed by God. He could not hold the rod when God said cast it 
down, and he could not keep running when God said take it up. The servant must not be 
ruled by grip or by fear. He must be ruled by the word of the LORD. When God says release, 
release. When God says reach, reach. When God says stand, stand. When God says go, go. 
Moses was learning that obedience is not always comfortable, but it is always safer than 
self-will. 

Taking the serpent by the tail was a test of trust. Moses had to believe that the God who 
transformed the rod could also govern the serpent. The danger was not beyond God’s 
control. The fear was not the final authority. The LORD’s word was. This is how God trains a 
man to handle difficult things. He does not let the man control them by natural confidence, 
and He does not let the man avoid them by natural fear. He teaches him to obey. Moses’ 
hand had to move toward the serpent only because God commanded it. 

Chapter Six - It Became a Rod Again in His Hand 

When Moses obeyed and caught it, “it became a rod in his hand.” That is a beautiful 
completion of the sign. The thing released returned. The thing made terrifying became 
useful again. The rod that had left his hand came back into his hand, but it came back 
differently in meaning. Moses now knew it was not merely his staff. It was subject to God’s 
word. It could be cast down, transformed, feared, taken up, and restored according to 
divine command. From that point onward, Moses could never look at that rod the same 
way. 

This is one of the wonders of surrender. God may give back what He required a man to 
release, but when He gives it back, the man holds it differently. Abraham received Isaac 
back in figure after offering him. The lad’s loaves were taken by Christ and then multiplied. 
Moses received the rod back, but now it was marked by obedience and revelation. The 
thing once held as common becomes a thing held under God. That is the difference. 
Surrender does not always mean permanent removal. Sometimes it means the thing 
comes back cleansed of ownership and filled with holy purpose. 

Moses had to learn to hold the rod as a steward, not as an owner. It would later be called 
“the rod of God.” That language tells the story. It was still in Moses’ hand, but it belonged to 
God’s purpose. It had passed through surrender. It had hit the ground. It had become a 
serpent. It had been taken up again at God’s command. That is how God changes a man’s 
relationship to what he carries. The rod returned, but Moses’ grip could never again be the 
grip of self-confidence. 

Chapter Seven - Common Things Become Powerful According to God’s Word 



The rod was common until God spoke. Then it became a sign. It became a serpent. It 
became a rod again. The change did not come from Moses’ imagination. It did not come 
from the material of the staff. It did not come from a hidden magical quality in the wood. It 
came according to God’s word. God said, “Cast it on the ground.” God said, “Put forth thine 
hand.” The rod became dangerous or useful according to the command of the LORD. That 
is the doctrinal heart of the passage. 

This is why a man must tremble at God’s word more than at instruments. The instrument 
has no independent glory. The power is not in the staff, the pulpit, the pen, the platform, the 
voice, the rod, the method, or the man. The power is in God. Common things become 
powerful when God commands their use. Common things become dangerous when man 
handles them apart from God’s command. Moses had to learn that his future signs would 
not be tricks he controlled. They would be acts of God associated with obedient use of 
what God put in his hand. 

This also guards against superstition. Men love to turn instruments into idols. They want a 
sacred object they can control, a method they can repeat, a formula they can market, a 
symbol they can worship. But the rod did not obey Moses as a magical device. Moses had 
to obey God. That is the lesson. The common thing became powerful according to God’s 
word, not according to Moses’ will. The staff had to hit the ground first because God was 
teaching Moses that surrender and obedience stand before usefulness. 

Conclusion 

The staff had to hit the ground first. That is the lesson of Exodus 4:3-4. Moses had a rod in 
his hand, but before it became a sign, he had to let it go. Before it rebuked Egypt, it had to 
leave his grip. Before it was lifted in public, it had to be surrendered in private. God required 
Moses to cast down the very thing connected to his shepherd life, his hidden years, and his 
ordinary identity. The rod was useful, familiar, and meaningful, but it was not sovereign. 
God was. 

When the rod became a serpent, Moses fled from what he had once held. Then God 
commanded him to take it by the tail, and it became a rod again in his hand. That sequence 
teaches surrender, fear, obedience, and restoration. God can take what is common and 
make it dangerous. God can take what is dangerous and make it useful. God can require 
release and then return the thing under a new authority. The power was never in the rod. 
The power was in the word of the LORD. 

Moses had to learn that even common things become dangerous or powerful according to 
God’s word. The servant must not cling when God says cast down, and he must not run 
when God says take up. The hand must be governed. The rod must be surrendered. The fear 



must be submitted. The obedience must be exact. In Moses’ hand alone, the staff was only 
a shepherd’s tool. Under God’s command, after it hit the ground, it became a sign that 
Egypt’s power was already in trouble. 

 

 

28 of 40 Lessons Moses Had to Learn in the Desert - The Hand in the Bosom 

Key Passage: Exodus 4:6-7 
“And the LORD said furthermore unto him, Put now thine hand into thy bosom. And he put 
his hand into his bosom: and when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous as snow. 
And he said, Put thine hand into thy bosom again. And he put his hand into his bosom 
again; and plucked it out of his bosom, and, behold, it was turned again as his other flesh.” 

Introduction 

There are signs in the Bible that are not merely signs of power; they are sermons in visible 
form. The sign of Moses’ hand in his bosom is one of them. God had already asked Moses 
about the rod in his hand and had shown him that an ordinary shepherd’s staff could 
become a sign under divine command. But now the LORD goes deeper. He does not ask 
about what is in Moses’ hand. He commands Moses to put that hand into his bosom. That 
is a searching command. The bosom points inward. The hand goes into the place near the 
heart, the place of inward life, affection, nature, and hidden condition. When Moses brings 
the hand out, it is leprous as snow. The lesson is not hard to see unless a man is trying not 
to see it: the problem with man is not merely external weakness. The problem is inward 
corruption. 

Moses had to learn this before he could serve God rightly. He had already learned that he 
was not sufficient. He had learned that God’s presence was the answer to his weakness. 
He had learned that I AM was greater than his past pride and his past failure. He had 
learned that the rod in his hand had to be surrendered. But now God deals with the hand 
itself. That matters because the hand that would hold the rod was not clean by nature. The 
hand that once killed the Egyptian was not a holy hand simply because forty years had 
passed. Time can age a man, but time cannot cleanse the flesh. Shepherding can humble a 
man, but shepherding cannot remove inward corruption. A desert can strip a man, but a 
desert cannot wash sin away. Only God can expose, and only God can restore. 

This sign preaches hard against every form of religious self-confidence. Man’s problem is 
not that he lacks opportunity. Man’s problem is not that he lacks education. Man’s problem 
is not that he lacks a better environment, a better platform, a better system, or better tools. 



Man’s problem is in man. Jeremiah 17:9 says, “The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked: who can know it?” The hand may look useful until it comes out of the 
bosom. The ministry may look noble until God exposes the flesh behind it. The servant may 
look ready until the LORD shows him what is in him. God does not merely empower hands; 
He exposes and cleanses them. Moses had to learn that divine service requires more than 
a rod in the hand. It requires God’s dealing with the corruption of the man holding it. 

Chapter One - God Went From the Rod to the Hand 

The first sign dealt with the rod. The second sign dealt with the hand. That order is 
instructive. God first showed Moses that an ordinary object could become powerful under 
divine command. Then He showed him that the man who holds the object must not trust 
himself. The rod mattered, but the hand mattered more. A tool in the wrong hand can 
become a weapon of flesh. A gift in the wrong hand can become a platform for pride. A 
calling in the wrong hand can become a religious disaster. So God moved from the staff to 
the servant, from the instrument to the man. 

This is where many people stop too soon. They want God to bless the rod, use the rod, 
multiply the rod, display the rod, and make the rod famous. They want the tool empowered 
while the hand remains unexamined. They want ministry gifts, signs, opportunities, open 
doors, and visible results, but they do not want God to put the hand into the bosom and 
show what is there. But God is not fooled by a rod. He knows what kind of hand is holding it. 
The issue is not simply whether a man has something useful. The issue is whether the man 
himself has been exposed and brought under God’s cleansing. 

Moses had to learn that God’s preparation goes deeper than equipment. Egypt had 
equipped him with learning. Midian had equipped him with shepherd wisdom. God had put 
a rod in his hand. But none of that removed the need for inward exposure. The LORD was 
teaching Moses that the servant is not clean because he is useful, not holy because he is 
gifted, and not safe because he has experience. God must deal with the hand. God must 
deal with the inward man. God must deal with what the flesh is before He sends the man to 
handle holy work. 

Chapter Two - The Bosom Revealed the Source of the Defilement 

God said, “Put now thine hand into thy bosom.” That command moves the lesson inward. 
The hand did not become leprous because Moses touched something unclean outside of 
himself. It became leprous after being placed into his own bosom. That is the point. The 
uncleanness did not have to come from Egypt’s court, Pharaoh’s house, Midian’s desert, or 
the sheepfold. The sign points to the corruption connected with man himself. The bosom 
revealed the source. The hand came out bearing a visible testimony to inward defilement. 



That is Bible doctrine. Sin is not merely an external inconvenience. It is not merely bad 
surroundings, poor education, social pressure, or unfortunate circumstance. Those things 
may tempt, shape, provoke, and reveal, but the root runs deeper. The Lord Jesus Christ said 
in Mark 7:21-23, “For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, 
adulteries, fornications, murders... All these evil things come from within, and defile the 
man.” That is the doctrine men hate. They would rather blame systems, neighbors, parents, 
governments, poverty, wealth, trauma, pressure, environment, or the devil while never 
admitting what God says about the human heart. But the hand in the bosom tells the truth: 
the corruption is within. 

Moses needed that lesson because he had once looked at Egypt as the problem, and Egypt 
was a problem. He had looked at the Egyptian smiting the Hebrew, and that Egyptian was 
guilty. He had looked at oppression and cruelty, and both were real. But God had to show 
Moses that the answer to Egypt’s wickedness was not Moses’ unexamined flesh. The hand 
that wants to fix the world may itself be leprous when brought out of the bosom. A man can 
be right about external evil and still wrong about himself. Moses had to learn that the 
servant must not only see the corruption around him; he must face the corruption in him. 

Chapter Three - The Hand That Killed the Egyptian Was Not Clean by Nature 

Moses’ hand had history. That hand had once struck an Egyptian. That hand had been 
involved in the act that Moses hid in the sand. That hand had acted before God sent him. 
That hand had moved under zeal, anger, and impatience. Now God tells Moses to put his 
hand into his bosom, and when he takes it out, it is leprous as snow. The sign is too pointed 
to miss. God was showing Moses that the hand which would later hold the rod of God was 
not clean by nature. It needed divine dealing. 

This does not mean the physical act of putting the hand into the bosom was a reenactment 
of the killing. It means the sign preached the doctrine Moses needed. The hand that acts for 
God must first be exposed before God. The hand that would stretch over Egypt, over the 
waters, over the sea, and over Israel’s future could not be trusted as though it were 
naturally pure. If Moses forgot what his hand could do in the flesh, he might repeat the error 
under a religious label. God was burning the lesson into him: do not trust the hand. Trust 
the LORD. 

Time had not cleansed that hand. Forty years had passed, but years are not blood. The 
desert had humbled Moses, but humility is not atonement. Family life had sobered him, but 
sobriety is not cleansing. Shepherd work had trained him, but training is not holiness. The 
hand that killed the Egyptian still needed God’s power to restore it. That is a hard word 
against every man who thinks the passage of time automatically makes him clean. Time 



may distance you from sin, but only God can cleanse you from it. Moses had to learn that 
the old hand needed divine restoration before it could carry divine responsibility. 

Chapter Four - Leprosy Preached the Doctrine of the Flesh 

Leprosy in the Bible is a dreadful picture of uncleanness, corruption, separation, and 
defilement. Under the law, the leper was unclean. He was examined, separated, and 
marked by a condition he could not cure by positive thinking. Leprosy was not a stain he 
could polish off with effort. It was a condition that testified against him. When Moses’ hand 
came out “leprous as snow,” God gave him a visible sermon on the flesh. The hand looked 
white, but it was not clean. It was diseased. That is the flesh: it can look respectable and 
still be corrupt. 

This is where the Bible cuts man down. Romans 7:18 says, “For I know that in me (that is, in 
my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing.” Paul did not say some good thing, a little good thing, a 
struggling good thing, or a good thing needing improvement. He said no good thing. The 
flesh can be religious, educated, moral-looking, polished, disciplined, admired, and useful 
in the eyes of men, but it is still flesh. It cannot be trusted. It cannot please God. It cannot 
produce spiritual life. It cannot sanctify itself. The hand in the bosom came out leprous 
because God was preaching the condition of man apart from divine cleansing. 

Moses had to learn this before confronting Egypt because Egypt was not the only flesh in 
the story. Pharaoh’s pride was flesh enthroned. Israel’s murmuring would later be flesh in 
the camp. Moses’ first attempt was flesh with a burden. Flesh can wear a crown, carry a 
brick mold, hold a rod, preach a sermon, lead a movement, or talk about deliverance. But 
flesh is still flesh. God exposed the hand before He used it so Moses would understand that 
divine power is never an endorsement of human nature. God uses vessels He has exposed, 
humbled, and cleansed. 

Chapter Five - God Exposes Before He Cleanses 

The hand came out leprous before it came out restored. That order matters. God exposed 
the condition before He healed it. Men hate exposure. They want healing without 
confession, restoration without truth, usefulness without examination, and cleansing 
without humiliation. But God often shows the leprosy first. He brings the hidden thing into 
sight. He makes the man see what the man would rather not admit. The hand that may 
have seemed normal to Moses came out as a shocking testimony of uncleanness. That is 
exposure. 

Exposure is mercy when God intends to cleanse. It feels severe because it strips away 
illusion. But unexposed corruption remains deadly. A man who does not know his hand is 
leprous may keep using it confidently. A man who does not know his flesh is corrupt may 



baptize his flesh in religious language and call it zeal. God’s exposure saves the servant 
from trusting what should be judged. Moses needed to see the hand leprous. Not because 
God wanted him to despair, but because God wanted him to know the truth before 
restoration. 

This is the difference between God’s conviction and the devil’s condemnation. The devil 
exposes to destroy, accuse, and bury a man in hopelessness. God exposes to cleanse, 
correct, and bring the servant under truth. When God showed Moses the leprous hand, He 
did not leave it leprous. But He did make Moses look at it. That is how divine surgery works. 
The wound is opened before it is healed. The uncleanness is revealed before it is restored. 
The flesh is exposed before the servant is sent. 

Chapter Six - Only God Could Restore the Hand 

The LORD said, “Put thine hand into thy bosom again.” Moses obeyed, and when he took it 
out, “it was turned again as his other flesh.” The same God who exposed the leprosy 
restored the hand. Moses did not heal himself. He did not wash the leprosy away by effort. 
He did not reason it away by education. He did not hide it under a sleeve and pretend all 
was well. He did exactly what God commanded, and God restored it. The cleansing came 
from divine power. 

This is the gospel-shaped principle running through the whole Bible, though the doctrinal 
setting of Exodus must be kept in its proper place. Man cannot cleanse himself. Job asked, 
“Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? not one.” David prayed, “Wash me 
throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.” In this present age, the blood of 
Jesus Christ God’s Son cleanseth us from all sin. The details of dispensational doctrine 
must be rightly divided, but the moral truth is plain: cleansing belongs to God. The sinner 
cannot purify his own nature by reform. The servant cannot purify his own hand by resolve. 
God must cleanse. 

Moses had to know that the restored hand was a mercy, not an achievement. The same 
hand that came out leprous came out restored only because God acted. That would keep 
Moses low. If God used his hand later, Moses could not boast in the hand. He had seen 
what it was when God exposed it. He had seen who restored it. The hand belonged under 
God’s command forever. The servant who has been cleansed has no right to glory in 
himself. He owes everything to the God who made the leprous hand whole. 

Chapter Seven - God Cleanses Hands for Service, Not Self-Glory 

God restored Moses’ hand because Moses had work to do. The cleansing was not given so 
Moses could admire himself. It was not given so he could boast of a spiritual experience. It 
was not given so he could become fascinated with signs. God was preparing him for 



service. The hand would hold the rod. The hand would obey commands. The hand would be 
stretched out as God directed. The restored hand was not an independent possession; it 
was a cleansed instrument under divine authority. 

That is an important lesson. God does not cleanse a man so the man can return to self-rule 
with a nicer testimony. He cleanses him for obedience. He restores what sin defiled so the 
servant can be used rightly. The hand that once acted in fleshly haste must now act under 
God’s word. The hand that once killed without commission must now move only by 
command. The hand that came out leprous and restored must remember both truths: what 
it is by nature and what God can make it by grace. 

This will keep a servant from two deadly errors. The first is despair: “My hand was leprous, 
so God cannot use me.” The second is pride: “My hand is restored, so now I am something 
in myself.” Both are wrong. The leprous hand shows what man is by nature. The restored 
hand shows what God can do. The servant’s place is neither despair nor pride, but 
surrendered obedience. Moses had to learn that God does not merely empower hands; He 
exposes and cleanses them so they can serve under His command. 

Conclusion 

The sign of the hand in the bosom is one of the deepest lessons Moses had to learn in the 
desert. God told him to put his hand into his bosom, and when he took it out, it was leprous 
as snow. That sign preached the doctrine of inward corruption. The problem with man is 
not merely outside him. It is in him. The hand that would be used in service had to be 
exposed in connection with the bosom. The hand that once killed the Egyptian was not 
clean by nature. The flesh had to be judged. 

This lesson preaches hard against pride, self-confidence, and religious performance. A 
man can have a rod and still need his hand dealt with. He can have a calling and still need 
cleansing. He can have experience and still need exposure. He can have zeal and still have 
leprosy in the bosom. God is not interested in merely putting power on unexamined flesh. 
He does not simply hand a man tools and ignore the corruption of the man holding them. 
He exposes before He empowers. He reveals before He restores. He humbles before He 
sends. 

But the passage does not end with a leprous hand. God commanded Moses to put his hand 
into his bosom again, and when he brought it out, it was restored. That is mercy. That is 
divine cleansing. That is the hope of the servant. God can expose what is ugly and restore 
what is unclean. Moses would go back to Egypt not as a man trusting his hand, but as a 
man who had seen what his hand was by nature and what God alone could do to it. The 



hand in the bosom taught him that divine service requires divine cleansing, and no man is 
safe to carry God’s rod until God has dealt with the corruption in the man carrying it. 

 

 

29 of 40 Lessons Moses Had to Learn in the Desert - The Mouth That Argued With God 

Key Passage: Exodus 4:10-12 
“And Moses said unto the LORD, O my Lord, I am not eloquent, neither heretofore, nor 
since thou hast spoken unto thy servant: but I am slow of speech, and of a slow tongue. 
And the LORD said unto him, Who hath made man’s mouth? or who maketh the dumb, or 
deaf, or the seeing, or the blind? have not I the LORD? Now therefore go, and I will be with 
thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt say.” 

Introduction 

There is something almost shocking about Exodus 4:10 when you place it beside Acts 7:22. 
Stephen, preaching by the Holy Ghost, says Moses “was learned in all the wisdom of the 
Egyptians, and was mighty in words and in deeds.” But when Moses stands before the 
LORD at the burning bush, he says, “O my Lord, I am not eloquent... but I am slow of 
speech, and of a slow tongue.” That is a strange contrast. The man once described as 
mighty in words now argues that his mouth is not enough. Whether this objection was 
rooted in humility, fear, damaged confidence, long disuse, a real speech limitation, or 
excuse-making, the answer of God settles the matter: “Who hath made man’s mouth?” 
God does not enter into a debate about Moses’ speaking ability as though the whole future 
of Israel depends on Moses being naturally impressive. God points Moses away from the 
mouth and back to the Maker of the mouth. 

This is a tremendous lesson in the schooling of Moses. God had already dealt with his 
hand. God had already dealt with the rod. God had already dealt with his shoes on holy 
ground. God had already revealed Himself as I AM. But now God deals with the mouth. The 
mouth matters because Moses is being sent with words. He will go to Israel’s elders. He will 
stand before Pharaoh. He will say, “Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Let my people go.” 
He will announce plagues, give commands, speak warnings, instruct the people, and carry 
the message of God into the court of Egypt. But Moses looks at the assignment and then 
looks at his mouth, and the mouth becomes the objection. The servant begins arguing with 
God by pointing to the very weakness God already knew about before He called him. 

That is where the warning comes in. A man can hide behind weakness after God has 
spoken. He can take a real limitation and turn it into an excuse for disobedience. He can 



take humility and let it rot into unbelief. He can say, “I cannot,” when the real issue is that 
he does not trust the God who said, “I will.” God can use eloquence, but He does not need 
eloquence. He can use education, but He does not need education. He can use a polished 
tongue, but He does not need one. A stammering mouth carrying “Thus saith the LORD” is 
greater than a silver tongue carrying the wisdom of Egypt. Moses had to learn that the 
power of the message is not in the natural quality of the mouth, but in the God who made 
the mouth and fills it with His word. 

Chapter One - The Same Man Mighty in Words Now Pleads Weakness of Speech 

Acts 7:22 says Moses was “mighty in words and in deeds.” Exodus 4:10 records Moses 
saying, “I am not eloquent.” Those verses are not contradictions; they are a window into the 
complexity of a humbled man. Moses had been trained in Egypt. He had once possessed 
public strength, learning, confidence, and capability. But forty years had passed. The 
palace was behind him. The desert had stripped him. The first attempt had failed. The old 
self-confidence had been broken. The man who once moved too quickly now feels the 
weight of inadequacy so deeply that he points to his own mouth as a reason he cannot go. 

There may have been a real weakness in Moses’ speech. The Bible says what it says: “slow 
of speech, and of a slow tongue.” We do not need to pretend the objection was entirely 
imaginary. But the issue is not whether Moses felt weak. The issue is whether that 
weakness could nullify God’s call. God had already promised, “Certainly I will be with 
thee.” He had already revealed Himself as I AM. He had already shown signs with the rod 
and the hand. The mouth problem was real enough to Moses, but it was not larger than the 
God who was sending him. A limitation is not sovereign just because a man can describe it. 

This is the danger of building doctrine out of self-perception. A man may be right that he is 
weak and still wrong in what he concludes from that weakness. Moses may have been slow 
of speech, but it did not follow that he was excused from obedience. A man may be fearful, 
unpolished, limited, tired, damaged, or unimpressive, and still be under divine command. 
Moses had to learn that the same mouth he doubted was already known to the God who 
called him. God was not surprised by Moses’ tongue. The Maker of the mouth had already 
factored the mouth into the mission. 

Chapter Two - Weakness Can Become an Altar or an Excuse 

There is a holy use of weakness, and there is a sinful use of weakness. When weakness 
drives a man to depend on God, it becomes an altar. When weakness becomes a reason to 
argue with God, it becomes an excuse. Moses’ awareness of inadequacy could have 
become a place of worship: “Lord, I cannot speak unless Thou art with my mouth.” But it 
began sliding toward resistance: “I am not eloquent.” That is the thin line every servant 



must learn to fear. The same confession that can humble a man can also become the wall 
behind which he hides from obedience. 

The Bible does not teach self-confidence. It teaches God-confidence. So the point is not 
that Moses should have strutted into Egypt saying, “I am a great speaker.” That would have 
been Egypt talking through him. The point is that once God says, “Go,” and once God says, 
“I will be with thy mouth,” the weakness of Moses’ tongue is no longer a lawful objection. It 
is now a stage upon which God can show that the excellency of the power is of Him and not 
of man. The weak mouth becomes useful when surrendered to the strong God. 

Many people never get past this point. They know enough about their weakness to talk 
themselves out of obedience, but not enough about God’s strength to move forward by 
faith. They rehearse what they lack, what they fear, what they cannot do, what they have 
lost, what they once failed at, and what men might think. They call it humility, but 
sometimes it is unbelief wearing a borrowed coat. True humility says, “I am weak; therefore 
I must trust God.” False humility says, “I am weak; therefore I will not obey.” Moses had to 
learn the difference. 

Chapter Three - The Mouth Is God’s Property 

God answers Moses with a question that should silence every argument: “Who hath made 
man’s mouth?” That question puts the whole matter back where it belongs. The mouth is 
not an accident outside God’s jurisdiction. Speech is not a power God discovered after 
creating man. The tongue, lips, breath, voice, hearing, sight, and every bodily faculty stand 
under the sovereignty of the Creator. Moses is talking to the One who made the very mouth 
Moses is complaining about. That is a fearful thing. The creature is arguing his design with 
the Designer. 

God presses the point further: “or who maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or the 
blind? have not I the LORD?” That is not a verse for sentimental religion. That is sovereignty 
with teeth in it. God is declaring authority over human faculties and limitations. He is not 
merely the God of people who look naturally qualified. He is the God who made man, who 
knows man, who governs man, and who can use man according to His purpose. Moses’ 
speech limitation, whatever its exact nature, was not outside God’s knowledge or rule. 

This means a man’s body, gifts, limits, and capacities belong to God. The mouth is God’s 
property. If He made it, He can command it. If He commands it, He can supply it. If He 
sends it, He can fill it with the words He wants spoken. Moses did not own his mouth as an 
independent excuse-making machine. That mouth belonged to the LORD who formed it. 
When the Maker of man’s mouth tells a man to speak, the man’s first duty is not to analyze 
his eloquence, but to submit the mouth to its Maker. 



Chapter Four - God Does Not Need Egypt’s Eloquence 

Moses had been educated in Egypt, but God did not need Egypt’s eloquence to deliver 
Israel. Egypt had plenty of polished speech. Pharaoh’s court had rhetoric, diplomacy, 
religious language, royal decrees, official announcements, magicians, priests, and 
scholars. But Egypt’s eloquence was attached to bondage and idolatry. What Israel needed 
was not a speech that impressed Pharaoh’s court. Israel needed the word of the LORD. The 
difference between eloquence and revelation is the difference between decorated 
darkness and holy light. 

That is a hard lesson for flesh because flesh worships presentation. Men love a smooth 
voice, a polished manner, clever phrasing, intellectual swagger, and the kind of speech that 
makes the crowd say, “What a speaker.” But God has never been dependent on that. He 
can use eloquence when it is surrendered, but He does not need it. Paul later wrote that he 
came not “with excellency of speech or of wisdom” when declaring the testimony of God. 
That does not mean words do not matter. It means the faith of the hearers must not stand 
in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. 

Moses had to learn that Pharaoh would not be defeated by rhetorical skill. Pharaoh’s heart 
would not be broken by the charm of Moses’ delivery. The Nile would not turn to blood 
because Moses had perfect cadence. The frogs would not come because he had a 
persuasive speech coach. The firstborn would not fall because his vowels were polished. 
Egypt would be judged by the word and power of the LORD. A stammering mouth with 
God’s message is greater than Egypt’s finest tongue without truth. 

Chapter Five - The Message Outranks the Messenger’s Mouth 

The authority of Moses’ future ministry would be in the message, not in the natural strength 
of the messenger’s mouth. Again and again the great phrase would be, “Thus saith the 
LORD.” That phrase does not rest on Moses’ eloquence. It rests on divine authority. Pharaoh 
was not being asked to admire Moses. He was being commanded to obey God. Israel was 
not being asked to place faith in the beauty of Moses’ speech. They were being told what 
the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob had said. The message outranked the mouth. 

This is the difference between preaching and performance. Performance depends on the 
man. Preaching depends on the word of God. Performance asks, “How did he sound?” 
Preaching asks, “What did God say?” Performance wants applause. Preaching demands 
submission. Performance can entertain people who remain in bondage. Preaching, when 
God owns it, can bring truth into the conscience like a hammer. Moses was not being sent 
to perform before Pharaoh. He was being sent to deliver the word of the LORD. 



The servant must never forget this. If a man has a strong mouth, he must not trust it. If he 
has a weak mouth, he must not hide behind it. The message outranks both. A gifted 
speaker can corrupt people if his message is wrong. A weak speaker can feed people if his 
message is true. The issue is not whether the messenger’s mouth attracts admiration, but 
whether it carries God’s word faithfully. Moses had to learn that “Thus saith the LORD” in a 
slow tongue is infinitely better than “Thus saith Egypt” in a golden one. 

Chapter Six - God Promised to Be With His Mouth 

The LORD did not merely tell Moses to stop complaining. He gave him a promise: “Now 
therefore go, and I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt say.” That is a 
staggering promise. Earlier God had said, “Certainly I will be with thee.” Now He narrows 
the promise to the very place Moses fears: “I will be with thy mouth.” God’s presence is 
applied directly to the weakness. Moses says, “My mouth is not enough.” God says, “I will 
be with thy mouth.” That is not motivational language. That is divine sufficiency meeting 
specific insufficiency. 

God also says, “and teach thee what thou shalt say.” Moses does not have to invent the 
message. He does not have to craft a liberation ideology. He does not have to develop a 
philosophical argument to outthink Pharaoh. God will teach him what to say. That means 
the messenger is dependent not only for courage, but for content. The words belong to 
God. The timing belongs to God. The authority belongs to God. The servant’s mouth is to 
become a channel of the LORD’s command, not a fountain of self-made eloquence. 

This should comfort any servant who feels the weight of speaking for God. The answer to 
weak speech is not fleshly theatrics. It is God’s presence and God’s teaching. A man must 
study, prepare, labor, and be faithful with the word. But after all that, his confidence must 
not be in vocal ability. It must be in the God who can be with the mouth. If God is not with 
the mouth, eloquence becomes empty noise. If God is with the mouth, weakness cannot 
stop the word from reaching where God sends it. 

Chapter Seven - A Mouth Can Argue With God or Yield to God 

The title of this lesson is “The Mouth That Argued With God” because Moses’ mouth was 
not only the subject of the objection; it became the instrument of objection. The mouth 
that claimed it could not speak well was speaking enough to argue with the LORD. That is 
one of the strange ironies of the passage. Moses says he is not eloquent, but he manages to 
make a case against obedience. The problem was not merely the mechanics of speech. 
The deeper issue was whether the mouth would yield to God or continue resisting God. 

That is the searching issue for every servant. The mouth can complain, excuse, argue, 
defend self, rehearse weakness, spread fear, and talk itself out of obedience. Or the mouth 



can yield to God and speak what He commands. The same tongue that says “I cannot” can 
be surrendered to say “Thus saith the LORD.” The same lips that list limitations can be 
made to carry truth. The issue is not whether the mouth has natural power. The issue is 
whether the mouth is under divine authority. 

Moses had to learn that the mouth belongs on the altar with the hand, the rod, the shoes, 
the past, and the future. God does not merely want a man’s tools. He wants his speech. He 
wants his excuses silenced and his words governed. He wants the mouth that argued to 
become the mouth that obeys. A servant may begin with trembling, but he must not end in 
rebellion. Once God has spoken, the mouth must stop arguing and start yielding. 

Conclusion 

Moses’ objection about his mouth is one of the most human moments in his calling. The 
same man Acts 7 describes as mighty in words now says, “I am not eloquent... but I am 
slow of speech, and of a slow tongue.” Whether that was humility, fear, damaged 
confidence, real limitation, or excuse-making, God’s answer settled the issue: “Who hath 
made man’s mouth?” The Maker of the mouth had called the man, and the man’s mouth 
was not outside God’s power, knowledge, or authority. 

This lesson warns us against hiding behind weakness when God has spoken. Weakness 
should drive a man to depend on God, not give him permission to disobey God. Natural 
speech may be strong or weak, polished or plain, impressive or unimpressive, but none of it 
is the foundation of holy service. God can use eloquence, but He does not need it. He can 
use a stammering mouth if that mouth carries the word of the LORD. A slow tongue with 
truth is better than a silver tongue with lies. 

Moses had to learn that the message outranks the mouth. Pharaoh did not need a 
performance; he needed a command from God. Israel did not need Moses’ polished 
rhetoric; they needed the word of the covenant-keeping LORD. God promised, “I will be 
with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt say.” That was enough. The mouth that 
argued with God had to become the mouth that spoke for God. And once “Thus saith the 
LORD” came through that mouth, Egypt’s eloquence was already defeated. 

 

 

30 of 40 Lessons Moses Had to Learn in the Desert - When Humility Becomes an 
Excuse 



Key Passage: Exodus 4:13-14 
“And he said, O my Lord, send, I pray thee, by the hand of him whom thou wilt send. And 
the anger of the LORD was kindled against Moses...” 

Introduction 

There is a dangerous place in the Christian life where humility stops being humility and 
becomes an excuse. Moses reached that place in Exodus 4. At first, his questions show 
how much the desert had humbled him. “Who am I?” is a very different spirit from the 
young man who killed the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. “What shall I say?” is a proper 
concern for a man being sent with God’s message. “They will not believe me” exposes the 
fear of rejection after his first failed attempt. “I am not eloquent” reveals the deep sense of 
weakness in the man who once was mighty in words and deeds. But by the time Moses 
says, “O my Lord, send, I pray thee, by the hand of him whom thou wilt send,” something 
has shifted. The question has become resistance. The hesitation has become refusal. The 
humility has become a hiding place for unbelief. 

That is why Exodus 4:14 says, “And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Moses.” God 
is longsuffering, but He is not manipulated by religious language. He is merciful, but His 
command is not optional. He had answered Moses’ questions. He had promised His 
presence. He had revealed His name. He had given signs. He had dealt with the rod, the 
hand, and the mouth. He had told Moses, “I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what 
thou shalt say.” Yet Moses still tries to hand the assignment off to someone else. That is no 
longer merely trembling weakness. That is a man trying to escape obedience while 
sounding reverent. “O my Lord” may be proper language, but proper language cannot 
sanctify disobedience. 

Moses had to learn the difference between brokenness and paralysis. The desert had 
broken his pride, and that was good. Egypt’s self-confidence had been drained out of him, 
and that was necessary. The old prince who thought he could deliver Israel by force had to 
die. But now Moses faced the opposite danger. A man can become so focused on his 
inadequacy that he forgets God’s sufficiency. He can talk so long about what he cannot do 
that he stops hearing what God has promised to do. He can turn humility into a bunker 
where fear hides from the call of God. Moses had to learn that brokenness is good, but 
unbelief dressed as humility is still unbelief. 

Chapter One - The Questions Had Gone Far Enough 

Moses had already asked several questions, and God had patiently answered them. He 
asked, “Who am I?” and God answered, “Certainly I will be with thee.” He asked what name 
he should give to Israel, and God revealed Himself as “I AM THAT I AM.” He feared Israel 



would not believe him, and God gave him signs with the rod, the leprous hand, and the 
water turned to blood. He objected to his speech, and God answered, “Who hath made 
man’s mouth?” The LORD did not crush Moses for asking questions at the beginning. He 
answered him. He gave him truth, signs, promises, and reassurance. 

But there comes a point when questions stop being sincere seeking and become a 
smokescreen for refusal. That is the point Moses reached. “Send, I pray thee, by the hand 
of him whom thou wilt send” is not really a question. It is a request to be excused. Moses is 
saying, in plain terms, “Send somebody else.” The words are polite, but the spirit is 
resisting. The man is not asking for more light so he can obey. He is asking to be relieved 
from the obedience God has already made plain. The LORD had already said who He 
intended to send. Moses was the man standing barefoot before the bush. 

This is a searching lesson. God is not against honest questions, but He is against 
disobedience hiding behind endless questions. A man can keep asking for confirmation 
because he wants to obey carefully, or because he has no intention of obeying unless God 
changes the command. Those are not the same thing. Moses had enough light. He had the 
promise of God’s presence. He had the signs. He had the word. The questions had gone far 
enough. Now obedience was required. 

Chapter Two - Feeling Unworthy Is Not the Same as Refusing to Go 

There is a difference between feeling unworthy and refusing to obey. Moses was right to 
know he was insufficient in himself. He was right not to trust the old Egypt-trained Moses. 
He was right not to rely on his natural power, his former palace life, or his human 
confidence. A man who never feels the weight of his own insufficiency is usually too proud 
to be safe. But Moses’ sense of unworthiness crossed a line when it became an argument 
against God’s command. Feeling small before God can be healthy. Telling God to send 
someone else after He has sent you is not healthy. 

This distinction is very important. Humility says, “Lord, I am not enough; therefore I must 
have Thee.” Unbelief says, “Lord, I am not enough; therefore I will not go.” Humility bows to 
God’s sufficiency. Unbelief magnifies man’s insufficiency until it becomes larger in the 
imagination than God’s promise. Humility makes a man dependent. Unbelief makes a man 
disobedient. Both may talk about weakness, but only one trusts God. Moses was in danger 
of taking a true doctrine about his own weakness and using it against the God who had 
already promised to be with him. 

Many people do this. They say, “I am not gifted enough,” when God has given them 
something to do. They say, “I am not strong enough,” when God has promised grace. They 
say, “I have failed before,” when God has restored them. They say, “Someone else could do 



it better,” when God has not asked them to be someone else. There are times when such 
statements sound humble, but they are really unbelief with soft hands and religious 
vocabulary. Moses had to learn that unworthiness is not a veto power over the will of God. 

Chapter Three - God’s Patience Is Great, But His Command Is Not Optional 

The LORD had been patient with Moses. That must not be missed. God did not immediately 
kindle His anger when Moses said, “Who am I?” He did not thunder against him for asking 
what name he should declare. He did not reject him for fearing Israel’s unbelief. He did not 
abandon him when he complained about his mouth. God answered, instructed, 
demonstrated, promised, and reassured. The patience of God in Exodus 3 and 4 is 
astonishing. He deals with a hesitant servant with great condescension and mercy. 

But divine patience must never be mistaken for permission to refuse. God’s longsuffering 
does not turn His command into a suggestion. His gentleness with our weakness does not 
mean He will let unbelief rule. When Moses finally said, “Send... by the hand of him whom 
thou wilt send,” the anger of the LORD was kindled. That sentence ought to make every 
excuse-maker tremble. God knows the difference between weakness that needs help and 
resistance that needs rebuke. Moses had been given help. Now he was resisting. 

This is where casual religion lies to people. It says God is so patient that obedience no 
longer matters. It says God understands your fears, so you may ignore His commands. It 
says because God is gracious, He will never be displeased with unbelief. That is not Bible. 
The same God who said, “Certainly I will be with thee” also had His anger kindled when 
Moses tried to get out of going. Grace is not a license to argue forever. Mercy is not 
permission to disobey. The command of God remains the command of God. 

Chapter Four - Fear Can Wear the Mask of Humility 

Moses’ words sounded humble: “O my Lord, send, I pray thee, by the hand of him whom 
thou wilt send.” There is reverent language in that sentence. He calls God “my Lord.” He 
says “I pray thee.” He sounds submissive on the surface. But underneath the words is fear. 
He does not want to go. He wants the assignment transferred. That is the danger. Fear can 
dress itself in the clothes of humility and deceive the man wearing them. It can sound 
modest while refusing faith. It can say, “I am just being careful,” when it is really being 
disobedient. 

Fear is not always loud and obvious. Sometimes it is sophisticated. Sometimes it speaks in 
spiritual vocabulary. Sometimes it talks about prudence, timing, weakness, wounds, 
limitations, or the need for more confirmation. Sometimes those concerns are real. But 
fear becomes sin when it uses them to resist what God has plainly said. Moses’ fear may 
have been understandable, but it was not excusable once God had spoken. Pharaoh was 



terrifying, Israel had rejected him before, and Egypt was dangerous. But the LORD had 
already said, “I will be with thee.” 

A man must learn to examine his humility and ask whether it is really fear in disguise. True 
humility trusts God more than self. False humility talks about self so much that God’s 
promise disappears behind it. True humility says, “Lord, I am weak, but Thou art strong.” 
False humility says, “Lord, I am weak, so find another man.” Moses had to learn that fear 
wearing humility’s coat is still fear. And fear must not be allowed to cancel obedience. 

Chapter Five - Self-Focus Can Survive Even After Pride Is Broken 

The desert broke Moses’ pride, but it did not automatically remove every form of self-focus. 
That is a sober lesson. Pride says, “Look what I can do.” Fear says, “Look what I cannot do.” 
They seem opposite, but both keep the eyes on self. Moses no longer seems to be boasting 
in what he can do. That was progress. But now he is in danger of being consumed with what 
he cannot do. The center is still Moses. His weakness, his mouth, his fear, his inadequacy, 
his past rejection, his inability. God’s answer keeps trying to shift the center back to God, 
but Moses keeps circling back to Moses. 

This is one of the subtler traps in spiritual life. A man can stop being proud in the obvious 
way and still be self-centered in a defeated way. He may not brag anymore, but he broods. 
He may not boast in his strength, but he magnifies his weakness until it becomes the 
controlling fact in his mind. He may not say, “I am great,” but he keeps saying, “I am too 
small,” as though God did not already know that. The problem is not that he has too low a 
view of himself. The problem is that he cannot stop viewing himself long enough to believe 
God. 

Moses had to get past Moses. That is the point. The LORD had already said, “I am come 
down to deliver them.” He had already said, “Certainly I will be with thee.” He had already 
said, “I AM hath sent me unto you.” He had already said, “I will be with thy mouth.” The 
issue was no longer the size of Moses’ weakness. The issue was the sufficiency of God. A 
man can become so focused on being inadequate that he turns inadequacy into an idol. 
Moses had to smash that idol and obey. 

Chapter Six - God’s Anger Exposed the Sin Beneath the Excuse 

The anger of the LORD was kindled against Moses. That tells us God saw something sinful 
in the objection. Men might have sympathized endlessly. They might have said, “Moses has 
been through a lot. He is traumatized. He failed before. He is just being humble. He is just 
nervous. He just needs more reassurance.” God had already given reassurance. God looked 
beneath the surface and saw resistance. His anger exposed the sin beneath the excuse. 
That is one of the mercies of God’s anger: it tells the truth when sentimentality would lie. 



This does not mean God stopped using Moses. The LORD still provided Aaron. He still sent 
Moses. He still fulfilled His purpose. But the anger of God shows that Moses’ reluctance 
was not innocent. It is possible to be a chosen servant and still displease God by resisting 
His command. It is possible to be humbled by years of preparation and still stumble at the 
moment of obedience. It is possible to have real weakness and still be guilty of unbelief. 
The Bible is honest. It does not turn Moses into a plaster saint who never fails after the 
bush. It shows him as a real man whom God corrected. 

That correction is needed. If God had allowed Moses to call his refusal humility, Moses 
might have lived under a false name for his sin. The LORD would not do that. He kindled His 
anger and forced the matter into the light. The problem was no longer Egypt, Pharaoh, 
Israel, or speech. The problem was Moses resisting God. Until a man names that honestly, 
he will keep polishing his excuse. God’s anger cut through the religious language and 
identified the real issue. 

Chapter Seven - Obedience Must Begin Where Excuses End 

There comes a moment when the servant must stop talking and obey. That does not mean 
he has no trembling. It does not mean he has perfect courage. It does not mean every fear 
evaporates. It means the word of God outranks the fear. Moses still had to go back to Egypt. 
He still had to face Pharaoh. He still had to speak to Israel. He still had to carry the rod. He 
still had to step into the very place connected with his failure. The excuses did not remove 
the command. They only delayed obedience and provoked divine anger. 

Obedience often begins before a man feels ready. If Moses had waited until he felt like the 
perfect deliverer, he never would have left Midian. If he had waited until Pharaoh seemed 
less frightening, he would have waited forever. If he had waited until Israel’s response was 
guaranteed, he would never have moved. God does not command a man to obey because 
the man has no fears. He commands him to obey because God is God. The servant’s peace 
must come from God’s presence, not from perfect circumstances or perfect self-
confidence. 

Moses had to learn that brokenness is not meant to paralyze obedience. God broke the old 
pride so Moses would not go in self-confidence. But God did not break Moses so he could 
hide forever in fear. The same desert that humbled him also prepared him. The same God 
who exposed his weakness also promised presence. The time had come for obedience. The 
hand had been cleansed. The rod had been surrendered. The mouth had been promised 
help. The excuses had to end. Moses had to go. 

Conclusion 



“When humility becomes an excuse,” it is no longer humility. Moses’ hesitation reached the 
point of resistance when he said, “O my Lord, send, I pray thee, by the hand of him whom 
thou wilt send.” The words were polite, but the meaning was plain: send someone else. 
God had answered his questions, given signs, promised His presence, revealed His name, 
and offered to be with his mouth. Moses was not lacking light. He was resisting obedience. 
That is why the anger of the LORD was kindled against him. 

Brokenness is good. The desert had to break Moses’ pride. The younger man who killed the 
Egyptian needed to die. Egypt’s self-confidence had to be stripped away. Moses needed to 
learn that he was not sufficient, that the rod was nothing without God, that the hand 
needed cleansing, and that the mouth needed divine help. But brokenness must not 
become paralysis. A man can become so focused on his inadequacy that he forgets God’s 
sufficiency. That is not humility. That is unbelief looking humble. 

God’s patience is great, but His command is not optional. He may answer fears, give 
reassurance, provide help, and bear long with weakness, but He will not let a man sanctify 
refusal with religious language. Moses had to stop arguing and go. The servant who has 
been humbled must still obey. The God who says, “I will be with thee,” has already 
answered the deepest objection. Without Him, no man is sufficient. With Him, fear has no 
right to hold the calling hostage. 

 

 

31 of 40 Lessons Moses Had to Learn in the Desert - Aaron Was Mercy, Not the Main 
Plan 

Key Passage: Exodus 4:14-16 
“And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Moses, and he said, Is not Aaron the Levite 
thy brother? I know that he can speak well. And also, behold, he cometh forth to meet thee: 
and when he seeth thee, he will be glad in his heart. And thou shalt speak unto him, and 
put words in his mouth: and I will be with thy mouth, and with his mouth, and will teach you 
what ye shall do. And he shall be thy spokesman unto the people: and he shall be, even he 
shall be to thee instead of a mouth, and thou shalt be to him instead of God.” 

Introduction 

There are mercies in the Bible that ought to make a man thankful and afraid at the same 
time. Exodus 4:14-16 is one of them. Moses had pushed his objections to the point where 
the anger of the LORD was kindled against him. He had been given promises, signs, 
instruction, and assurance. God had said, “Certainly I will be with thee.” God had said, “I 



will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt say.” That should have been enough. 
But Moses still said, in effect, “Send someone else.” Then God brought Aaron into the 
arrangement. Aaron would speak. Aaron would help. Aaron would be glad to meet Moses. 
Aaron would serve as a mouth. That was mercy. But it was mercy after resistance. 

Aaron was a gift, but Aaron was not the clean simplicity of Moses simply obeying the 
original command. God accommodated Moses’ weakness, but that accommodation would 
carry complications. Aaron could speak well, but a speaking mouth is not the same thing 
as a perfectly surrendered heart. Aaron would stand beside Moses in Egypt, but Aaron 
would also later stand before Israel at Sinai and become involved in one of the most 
shameful failures in the wilderness: the golden calf. That does not mean Aaron was 
useless. God used him. God appointed him. God later placed priestly responsibility upon 
his house. But the presence of Aaron in this moment must still be read in context: he enters 
the scene after Moses resists God’s direct call. 

Moses had to learn that God’s help is merciful, but God’s original command should have 
been enough. The LORD would still send Moses, still empower Moses, still use Moses, still 
deliver Israel, and still judge Egypt. But Moses’ fear opened the door to a shared 
arrangement that was not as clean as simple obedience would have been. Detours are not 
always harmless just because God is merciful in them. God can bless a man in spite of his 
reluctance, but that does not make reluctance wise. God can provide help after unbelief, 
but that does not make unbelief innocent. Aaron was mercy, not the main plan. 

Chapter One - Aaron Appeared After the Anger of the LORD Was Kindled 

The context must not be ignored. Aaron is introduced in this arrangement after Moses says, 
“O my Lord, send, I pray thee, by the hand of him whom thou wilt send,” and after the Bible 
says, “the anger of the LORD was kindled against Moses.” That matters. Aaron did not enter 
the conversation because Moses had obeyed instantly and God was simply adding extra 
blessing to cheerful faith. Aaron entered after Moses pushed reluctance into resistance. 
That does not make Aaron evil. It does show that the arrangement came in the shadow of 
Moses’ objection. 

God’s anger tells us that Moses’ request was not pure humility. The LORD had already 
promised to be with his mouth. The Maker of man’s mouth had already answered the 
mouth objection. Moses had been given more reassurance than most men ever receive 
before a hard assignment. Yet he still wanted someone else to go. When God then names 
Aaron, we should see both mercy and rebuke. Mercy, because God does not abandon 
Moses. Rebuke, because the help is granted after the servant has resisted what God had 
already made clear. 



This is one of the Bible’s sobering patterns. God may give a man something after the man 
argues, but the giving does not automatically vindicate the argument. Israel later wanted a 
king, and God gave them one, but that did not mean their request was spiritually clean. 
Here Moses wants help with the speaking burden, and God gives Aaron, but the anger of 
the LORD is still part of the passage. Moses had to learn that receiving an accommodation 
from God is not the same thing as having been right to resist Him. 

Chapter Two - God Gave a Brother, Not a Replacement 

The LORD said, “Is not Aaron the Levite thy brother?” That is tenderness. God did not 
choose a stranger from some distant place. He pointed to Moses’ own brother. Aaron 
would come forth to meet him and be glad in his heart. That must have been a comfort to 
Moses. After forty years in Midian, after exile, after fear, after the overwhelming call from 
the bush, the thought of Aaron meeting him with gladness must have been a mercy. God 
was not cruel to Moses. He gave him human help suited to his fear. 

But Aaron was not a replacement for Moses. That is equally important. God did not say, 
“Very well, Moses, stay in Midian and I will send Aaron instead.” He did not cancel Moses’ 
commission. He did not transfer the whole calling to the brother who could speak well. 
Moses still had to go. Moses still had to hear God. Moses still had to receive the words. 
Moses still had to stand in the central place of responsibility. Aaron would be a mouth, but 
Moses would still be the man God called at the bush. The arrangement helped Moses, but it 
did not excuse Moses. 

This is often how God deals with fearful servants. He may give help, companionship, 
encouragement, and support, but He does not use those mercies to erase obedience. A 
man cannot say, “God gave me help, therefore I am no longer responsible.” No. The helper 
is not a substitute for surrender. Aaron would walk with Moses, but Moses had to walk. 
Aaron would speak, but Moses had to receive the word. Aaron’s presence was mercy, but it 
was not an escape hatch. Moses learned that God’s accommodation did not remove God’s 
command. 

Chapter Three - Aaron’s Strength Met Moses’ Fear 

God said of Aaron, “I know that he can speak well.” That statement directly addressed 
Moses’ fear about speech. Moses had said he was not eloquent, slow of speech, and of a 
slow tongue. God had already answered by saying He made man’s mouth. Yet now He adds 
Aaron, a man who could speak well. The LORD knew Aaron’s ability. He knew Moses’ fear. 
He knew the relationship between the brothers. He knew how to arrange the meeting. He 
knew the human side of the burden Moses felt. Again, this is mercy. 



But this also exposes the weakness in Moses’ reasoning. If God knew Aaron could speak 
well, God also knew Moses’ mouth. The LORD had not accidentally called the wrong 
brother first. He did not discover Aaron’s speaking ability only after Moses complained. 
God knew both men perfectly. He knew Moses’ limits, Aaron’s strengths, Moses’ fears, 
Aaron’s future failures, and the whole course of Israel’s deliverance. That means Moses’ 
objection never gave God new information. It only revealed Moses’ unbelief. The Maker of 
the mouth had already chosen Moses. 

Aaron’s strength would meet Moses’ fear, but the presence of that strength could also 
become a temptation. Once Aaron is added, Moses might be tempted to lean on the mouth 
that speaks well instead of resting in the God who promised to be with his mouth. Human 
help is a blessing when it remains under God. It becomes a danger when it replaces trust in 
God. Moses had to learn that Aaron’s eloquence was a tool, not the foundation. The 
foundation was still the LORD. 

Chapter Four - God Would Be With Both Mouths 

The LORD said, “I will be with thy mouth, and with his mouth, and will teach you what ye 
shall do.” Notice that even after Aaron is brought in, the power is still not in Aaron’s 
eloquence. God says He will be with both mouths. Aaron’s speaking ability did not 
eliminate the need for divine presence. A natural gift still needs God. A strong mouth 
without God is as useless in holy work as a weak mouth without God. God does not say, 
“Aaron can speak well, so now My presence is unnecessary.” He says, “I will be with thy 
mouth, and with his mouth.” 

That is a crucial lesson about gifts. God can use eloquence, but eloquence must be 
governed by God. Aaron’s mouth was not independent authority. Moses would speak unto 
Aaron and put words in his mouth. God would teach them what to do. The chain of 
authority remained divine. The message would come from God, be given to Moses, put into 
Aaron’s mouth, and spoken as God commanded. Aaron’s speaking gift did not create the 
message. It carried the message. A gifted mouth is only safe when it is under the word of 
God. 

This cuts against both pride and envy. The man with a weaker mouth must not envy the 
man who speaks well. The man who speaks well must not trust the mouth God gave him. 
Both need God. Both must be taught. Both must submit to the divine word. Moses needed 
help, Aaron had ability, but the LORD remained the source. God would be with both mouths 
because God’s work cannot be carried by natural ability alone. The mouth that speaks and 
the man who directs it both need the God who sends. 

Chapter Five - Aaron Was a Mouth, Not the Head 



God defined the arrangement carefully: “he shall be thy spokesman unto the people: and 
he shall be, even he shall be to thee instead of a mouth, and thou shalt be to him instead of 
God.” That language establishes order. Aaron would speak, but Moses would stand in the 
place of received authority. Moses would not be God in essence, of course, but he would 
function as the one through whom God’s words were given to Aaron. Aaron was not to 
become the head of the mission. He was the mouth. The word came from God through 
Moses. 

That order was necessary because gifts can confuse roles. A man who speaks well can 
easily appear more central than the man who carries the authority. People often mistake 
the visible mouth for the source of the message. The speaker is seen. The receiver of 
revelation may be less impressive. But God did not call Aaron from the burning bush. God 
called Moses. Aaron’s mouth would help, but the commission still rested on God’s dealings 
with Moses. The visible spokesman was not the origin of the word. 

Moses had to learn not to surrender responsibility just because someone else had a 
strength he lacked. That is another danger of fear. A fearful man may hand over too much 
because another person seems more naturally capable. But God had placed Moses in a 
specific role. Aaron could assist him, but not replace him. The servant must not confuse 
help with abdication. Moses could receive Aaron as mercy, but he still had to carry the 
weight of obedience before God. 

Chapter Six - The Detour Carried Future Complications 

Aaron would be a help in Egypt, but Aaron’s later history shows that the arrangement was 
not free from complications. At Sinai, while Moses was on the mount receiving the words of 
God, Aaron was with the people below. When the people demanded gods, Aaron yielded. 
He received the golden earrings, fashioned the calf, built an altar before it, and proclaimed 
a feast. Exodus 32 is one of the darkest scenes in Israel’s wilderness history. The man who 
could speak well also spoke wrongly and acted weakly when pressure came from the 
people. 

This does not mean every later failure should be simplistically blamed on Moses’ hesitation 
in Exodus 4. Aaron was responsible for Aaron’s sin. Israel was responsible for Israel’s 
idolatry. But the broader lesson remains: accommodations that arise from unbelief can 
introduce arrangements with consequences. God used Aaron, but Aaron was not a 
harmless accessory. He was a real man with real weakness. The shared arrangement that 
helped Moses’ fear also placed Aaron in public leadership where his weaknesses would 
later become painfully visible. 



This should make a man careful about detours. God may mercifully work through a detour, 
but the detour may still bring baggage. He may accommodate weakness, but the 
accommodation may not be as clean as direct obedience would have been. Moses’ fear 
opened the door to reliance on another mouth, and that other mouth belonged to a man 
who could later be swayed by the crowd. The lesson is not that helpers are bad. The lesson 
is that unbelief is never harmless just because God is merciful enough to keep working. 

Chapter Seven - Mercy Did Not Erase the Original Promise 

Before Aaron was mentioned, God had already promised Moses, “I will be with thy mouth, 
and teach thee what thou shalt say.” That promise should have been enough. Let that be 
said plainly. The God who made man’s mouth had spoken. The God who revealed Himself 
as I AM had promised His presence. The God who turned the rod to a serpent and restored 
the leprous hand had shown His power. Moses did not need Aaron in order for God to be 
faithful. Aaron was mercy after fear, not proof that God’s original promise lacked 
something. 

This is where the passage presses hard. We often think our requested additions are 
necessities when they are actually accommodations to our unbelief. We say, “I cannot 
obey unless I have this person, this confirmation, this safety net, this visible support, this 
condition, this guarantee.” Sometimes God gives support, and we should thank Him for it. 
But we should also be honest enough to admit that God’s word was already sufficient 
before the support arrived. The helper may be mercy, but the promise was enough. 

Moses had to learn that God’s kindness in giving Aaron did not make Moses’ reluctance 
right. The LORD’s mercy did not rewrite the earlier command. It did not erase the fact that 
His anger had been kindled. It did not mean simple obedience would have been inferior. 
The best path is not always the path where God gives the most visible props to weak faith. 
The best path is obedience to what God said when He said it. Aaron was a mercy, but God’s 
original promise should have been enough. 

Conclusion 

Aaron was mercy, not the main plan. He entered the arrangement after Moses resisted the 
call and after the anger of the LORD was kindled. God did not cast Moses away. He did not 
cancel the mission. He did not leave His servant without help. He gave Aaron, a brother 
who could speak well and who would be glad in his heart to meet Moses. That was tender 
mercy. But it was mercy in a context of reluctance, not the pure fruit of immediate 
obedience. 

The LORD still sent Moses, still empowered Moses, still spoke through Moses, and still 
used Aaron. But the arrangement carried complications. Aaron would speak in Egypt, but 



Aaron would later fail grievously at Sinai. The man with the ready mouth would not always 
have a steady heart. That does not erase God’s use of Aaron, nor does it remove Aaron’s 
own responsibility, but it does warn us that detours are not always harmless. When we 
resist God’s direct call, He may still use us, but our resistance can open doors that simple 
obedience would have avoided. 

Moses had to learn that God’s help is merciful, but God’s command is not optional and 
God’s promise is sufficient. “I will be with thy mouth” should have been enough. “Certainly I 
will be with thee” should have been enough. The God who sends is able to sustain the man 
He sends. Aaron was a gift, but he was not a substitute for faith. The cleanest path is 
always obedience to the word of God. Mercy may meet us on our detours, but unbelief 
should never boast because mercy followed it there. 

 

 

32 of 40 Lessons Moses Had to Learn in the Desert - Going Back to the Place That Broke 
You 

Key Passage: Exodus 4:19-20 
“And the LORD said unto Moses in Midian, Go, return into Egypt: for all the men are dead 
which sought thy life. And Moses took his wife and his sons, and set them upon an ass, and 
he returned to the land of Egypt: and Moses took the rod of God in his hand.” 

Introduction 

There are few things harder for a man than going back to the place where he failed. It is one 
thing to be humbled in a far country, hidden from the old scenes, old faces, old 
accusations, and old memories. It is another thing for God to say, “Go, return into Egypt.” 
Egypt was not merely a location on a map for Moses. Egypt was the land of his upbringing, 
the land of his privilege, the land of his education, the land of his first burden, the land of 
his fleshly attempt, the land of his crime, the land of his exposure, and the land he fled from 
forty years earlier. Egypt was where he had been somebody and where he had become 
nobody. Egypt was where the prince had collapsed into a fugitive. Now God sends him 
back. 

The LORD said, “Go, return into Egypt: for all the men are dead which sought thy life.” That 
statement is full of mercy and command. God knew the men. God knew the danger. God 
knew the fear. God knew the legal and personal threat that had hung over Moses’ memory. 
Moses had fled because Pharaoh sought to slay him. Now God tells him that those men are 
dead. Time had passed. The old pursuit had ended. The danger that once drove him out 



was no longer what it had been. But the command remained sharp: return. The desert had 
not been an escape forever. Midian had been a classroom. The backside of the desert had 
prepared the man to go back to the place where his first attempt had died. 

Moses had to learn that God may send a man back to the place of his fear, not to relive his 
failure, but to fulfill God’s purpose. That is the difference. Moses was not going back to 
repeat Exodus 2. He was not going back as a prince trying again. He was not going back 
with the old self-confidence, old methods, old assumptions, or old haste. He went back 
with wife, sons, staff, and promise. He went back with the rod of God in his hand. He 
returned not as an Egyptian-trained deliverer acting in the flesh, but as a shepherd sent by 
the LORD. The place that broke him would now become the place where God displayed His 
power through him. 

Chapter One - God Spoke to Moses in Midian 

The verse begins, “And the LORD said unto Moses in Midian.” That matters. God did not 
speak this return command while Moses was standing in Pharaoh’s court or hiding in some 
Egyptian alley. He spoke to him in Midian, the place of exile, marriage, fatherhood, 
shepherding, waiting, and preparation. Midian was where Moses had been reduced. Midian 
was where he learned the slow pace of sheep. Midian was where the prince disappeared 
and the shepherd was formed. The command to return came after the hidden work was 
done. 

This shows that God knows where His servants are. Moses was not lost in Midian. He was 
not forgotten beyond the horizon of Egypt. Forty years of ordinary life had not placed him 
outside divine attention. The LORD said unto Moses in Midian. That means the place of 
obscurity was not outside God’s government. The man who thought Egypt was over was 
still under the eye of the covenant God. God can find a man in a palace, but He can also 
find him behind a flock. He can speak in Egypt, but He can also speak in Midian. 

The call to return did not cancel the meaning of Midian. It fulfilled it. God had not sent 
Moses into the desert merely to bury him there. He had sent him there to change him. 
When the time came, the same God who had hidden him could send him. A man must not 
confuse preparation with abandonment. Midian may feel like exile, but if God is in it, it 
becomes a workshop. Moses heard the return command in the very land that had taught 
him he could not deliver Israel by himself. 

Chapter Two - The Men Who Sought His Life Were Dead 

God said, “for all the men are dead which sought thy life.” That sentence addressed a real 
fear. Moses had not imagined the danger. Exodus 2:15 says Pharaoh heard of the matter 
and sought to slay Moses. Moses fled for good reason. There had been blood in the sand, 



exposure in the street, and a death sentence in the palace. Now, forty years later, God says 
the men who sought his life are dead. The old threat had an expiration date. The men who 
seemed so powerful were mortal. They died while God’s purpose lived. 

That is a lesson in itself. Men who threaten the purpose of God are still men. Pharaohs die. 
Accusers die. Enemies die. Courts change. Thrones pass. Generations turn over. The men 
who once seemed to hold Moses’ future in their hands were now in graves. But the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob was still speaking. The murder charge, the palace shame, the 
old fear, and the memory of flight were all real, but they were not sovereign. The men who 
sought his life had died. The LORD who called him had not. 

This would have corrected Moses’ imagination. Fear often keeps dead men alive in the 
mind. Long after a threat has passed, the soul can still hear its footsteps. Long after a 
scene is gone, the memory can still feel like a prison. God had to tell Moses the truth: those 
men are dead. Sometimes the Lord has to show a servant that what drove him into hiding 
no longer has the same authority. The past may still hurt, but it may not still hunt. God’s 
word defines the present better than fear’s memory does. 

Chapter Three - Egypt Was the Place of His Failure 

Egypt was where Moses had failed. That cannot be softened. He had gone out unto his 
brethren, seen an Egyptian smiting a Hebrew, looked this way and that way, killed the 
Egyptian, and hid him in the sand. The next day, when he tried to correct two Hebrews 
striving, the hidden thing came back at him: “Who made thee a prince and a judge over us? 
intendest thou to kill me, as thou killedst the Egyptian?” Egypt exposed him. Egypt rejected 
him. Egypt became the scene of a failed first attempt at deliverance. 

God sending him back to Egypt meant Moses had to face more than geography. He had to 
face memory. Every mile toward Egypt could have reminded him of what had happened 
there. The old road was not neutral. It led back toward the place where confidence had 
collapsed, where his secret had become known, where he lost his place in Pharaoh’s 
house, and where his burden for Israel had been buried under fear. God does not always 
spare a man from passing back through painful territory. Sometimes the mission requires 
it. 

But Moses was not being sent back to worship his failure. That is important. God did not 
say, “Go back and stare at the sand.” He did not say, “Go back and relive your shame until it 
destroys you.” He said, “Go, return into Egypt.” The return was not for self-torment; it was 
for divine purpose. Failure may be part of the story, but it is not allowed to be the lord of the 
story when God speaks. Moses had to learn that Egypt was the place of his failure, but it 
was not the end of his calling. 



Chapter Four - He Returned With a Family, Not a Fantasy 

Exodus 4:20 says, “And Moses took his wife and his sons, and set them upon an ass, and 
he returned to the land of Egypt.” That detail is rich. Moses did not return as the lone young 
prince full of untested confidence. He returned as a husband and father. Zipporah and his 
sons were connected to the years God had used to change him. His family was part of the 
evidence that forty years had passed. The fugitive had become a family man. The man who 
once acted quickly in Egypt now travels back with household responsibility. 

This matters because Moses was not returning to a fantasy version of his former self. He 
was not twenty or forty, dreaming of palace influence and heroic recognition. He was 
eighty. He had a wife. He had sons. He had lived a different life. The desert had written 
years into his body and humility into his spirit. God’s call did not erase those years. It 
carried them into the mission. Moses would not go back as though Midian had never 
happened. He would go back as a man shaped by Midian. 

A man should not despise the evidence that God has changed him. Sometimes the things 
that make life feel ordinary are the very things proving the old pride has been dealt with. 
Wife, sons, an ass, and a rod do not look like the equipment of a revolutionary hero. They 
look like the life of a shepherd. But that was the point. Moses was not returning to play 
prince. He was returning as the man God had made in hidden years. His family testified 
that this was not the old Moses trying again. This was the humbled Moses obeying God. 

Chapter Five - He Returned With the Rod of God in His Hand 

The verse says, “and Moses took the rod of God in his hand.” That phrase is tremendous. 
Earlier it had been “a rod.” It was the shepherd’s staff, the ordinary tool of desert life. But 
after God’s command, after the sign, after surrender, after the rod had hit the ground and 
become a serpent, it is called “the rod of God.” Moses is going back to Egypt with a staff, 
but not merely a staff. He is carrying the rod under God’s ownership and purpose. The 
shepherd’s tool has become associated with divine authority. 

That rod tells the difference between the first trip and the return. In Exodus 2, Moses went 
out with his own hand. In Exodus 4, he goes back with the rod of God. In Exodus 2, his 
strength produced a dead Egyptian and a hidden body. In Exodus 4, God will use that rod in 
connection with signs and judgments Egypt cannot hide. In Exodus 2, Moses acted before 
God sent him. In Exodus 4, Moses moves because God has commanded him. The 
difference is not merely age. It is authority. 

Moses had to learn that the tool in his hand mattered only because God had claimed it. The 
rod was not magic. It was not an idol. It was not a charm. It was the visible instrument 
connected to God’s word and Moses’ obedience. When he returned to Egypt, he did not 



return with a prince’s sword, an Egyptian seal, or a royal scepter. He returned with a 
shepherd’s rod called the rod of God. That was enough. A stick with God is stronger than a 
scepter without Him. 

Chapter Six - He Returned Under Promise, Not Presumption 

Moses’ first movement in Egypt had been presumptuous. Acts 7:25 says he supposed his 
brethren would have understood how that God by his hand would deliver them. 
Supposition is not commission. Burden is not command. Zeal is not authority. The younger 
Moses moved under an assumption. The older Moses returns under promise. God had said, 
“Certainly I will be with thee.” God had said, “I AM hath sent me unto you.” God had said, “I 
will be with thy mouth.” God had given signs. God had told him to return. That is different 
ground entirely. 

This is the difference between trying something for God and being sent by God. Many 
disasters in spiritual life come from men confusing their own impulse with divine 
commission. They have a burden, so they move. They see a need, so they act. They have 
ability, so they assume authority. Then when the thing collapses, they wonder why God did 
not bless their self-appointed effort. Moses had already lived through that lesson. Now he 
must go back, but not as a man initiating a mission. He goes back as a man under orders. 

Promise gives courage that presumption cannot produce. Presumption may look bold for a 
moment, but it has no root when opposition comes. Promise can stand before Pharaoh 
because it rests on God’s word. Moses was not going back because he finally talked 
himself into facing Egypt. He was going back because God said go and promised His 
presence. That is the only safe way to return to the place that broke you. Not under 
nostalgia. Not under revenge. Not under self-redemption. Under promise. 

Chapter Seven - He Returned to Fulfill Purpose, Not Relive Failure 

God may send a man back to the place of his fear, but not always for the reason the man 
fears. Moses may have thought of Egypt as the place of failure. God saw Egypt as the place 
where He would reveal His name, judge Pharaoh, deliver Israel, and fulfill His covenant. 
Moses’ memory of Egypt was real, but it was not complete. God’s purpose was larger than 
Moses’ trauma. The land that broke Moses would become the stage where God broke 
Egypt. 

This is an important lesson for wounded servants. Going back does not always mean 
reliving the old defeat. Sometimes it means facing the place with a new commission, a new 
dependence, and a new authority. Moses was not returning to prove himself to the people 
who had rejected him. He was not returning to erase his embarrassment by personal 
success. He was not returning to show Egypt what it had lost. He was returning because 



the LORD had come down to deliver His people. The focus was not Moses’ recovery story. 
The focus was God’s covenant purpose. 

The place that broke a man can become the place where God shows what He has done in 
the man. That does not mean every man is always sent back to every painful scene. God’s 
leading must govern that. But when God does send a man back, the old fear must not be 
allowed to interpret the new command. Moses had to look at Egypt through the word of the 
LORD, not through the shame of his first attempt. He was not going back to become the old 
Moses again. He was going back because the old Moses was dead enough for God to use 
the shepherd. 

Conclusion 

Moses went back to the place that broke him. Egypt was the land of his privilege, his 
burden, his crime, his exposure, his rejection, his lost identity, and his flight. Forty years 
earlier, he had left in fear because Pharaoh sought to slay him. Now God says, “Go, return 
into Egypt: for all the men are dead which sought thy life.” The old threat had died, but 
God’s purpose had not. The place of failure was being reopened, not for shame, but for 
obedience. 

He did not return as a prince trying again. He returned as a shepherd sent by the LORD. He 
returned with wife and sons, carrying the evidence of years lived outside Egypt’s glory. He 
returned with the rod of God in his hand, not an Egyptian scepter. He returned under 
promise, not presumption. He returned because God had spoken, not because Moses had 
recovered his old confidence. That is the difference between flesh repeating a mistake and 
faith obeying a command. 

God may send a man back to the place of his fear, not to relive his failure, but to fulfill God’s 
purpose. Moses had to learn that Egypt was not stronger than the God who sent him. The 
past was real, but it was not final. The shame was real, but it was not sovereign. The failure 
was real, but it was not the end of the calling. When the LORD sends a humbled shepherd 
back with His promise and His rod, the place that broke the man can become the place 
where God breaks the empire. 

 

 

33 of 40 Lessons Moses Had to Learn in the Desert - The Shepherd Returns With a Stick 

Key Passage: Exodus 4:20 
“And Moses took his wife and his sons, and set them upon an ass, and he returned to the 
land of Egypt: and Moses took the rod of God in his hand.” 



Introduction 

There is something almost comical to the natural mind in Exodus 4:20. Moses is going back 
to confront Egypt, the empire that had enslaved Israel, murdered Hebrew children, crushed 
families under burdens, and ruled with the pride of Pharaoh’s throne. What does Moses 
carry? Not an army. Not a sword. Not a royal decree. Not a treasure chest. Not a scepter 
from Pharaoh’s court. Not a treaty. Not a political alliance. Not a revolutionary manifesto. 
The Bible says, “Moses took the rod of God in his hand.” A shepherd returns to challenge 
the greatest power he had ever known, and in his hand is a stick. But that stick is no longer 
merely the tool of Midian. It is “the rod of God.” 

That phrase changes everything. Earlier, when the LORD asked Moses, “What is that in 
thine hand?” Moses answered, “A rod.” That was all it was naturally. A shepherd’s staff. A 
desert tool. A common thing connected with sheep, dust, wandering, and forty years of 
humbling. But after God had spoken over it, after Moses had cast it down, after it became a 
serpent, after he took it up again at the command of the LORD, the rod is now identified 
with God’s commission. It is not magic. It is not an idol. It is not power in itself. But it has 
been claimed by God for God’s purpose. The rod belongs to the mission because the 
mission belongs to the LORD. 

Moses had to learn that when God owns the staff, the staff is greater than Pharaoh’s 
scepter. Pharaoh’s scepter represented visible authority, earthly rule, political power, and 
the pomp of Egypt. Moses’ rod represented surrender, humility, shepherding, divine 
command, and the foolishness of God confounding the strength of men. Egypt would learn 
that God does not need to borrow its weapons to defeat it. The LORD can take a humbled 
shepherd, put His word in that shepherd’s mouth, place His rod in that shepherd’s hand, 
and bring an empire to its knees. Moses returned with a stick, but it was the rod of God, and 
that made all the difference. 

Chapter One - The Rod Had a New Name 

The rod in Exodus 4:20 is not merely called “a rod.” It is called “the rod of God.” That new 
identification matters. The wood had not changed into gold. The staff had not become 
impressive in outward appearance. It still looked like what it had been: a shepherd’s rod. 
But God had claimed its use, governed its meaning, and attached it to His revealed 
purpose. The name changed because the ownership had changed. Moses still carried it, 
but it was no longer merely Moses’ rod. It was the rod of God in Moses’ hand. 

That is a deep lesson in surrender. The same thing can be ordinary under man’s control and 
mighty under God’s authority. A rod in Moses’ hand alone could guide sheep. A rod under 
God’s command could become a sign before Pharaoh. The object itself was not the source 



of power. The difference was that God had spoken concerning it. God had ordered it. God 
had put it into the mission. When God puts His name on a thing, the thing must be handled 
differently. Moses could not treat that staff as a common possession after God had made it 
part of His purpose. 

This is how God changes a man’s relationship to the ordinary things in his life. A voice 
becomes more than a voice when God fills it with truth. A pen becomes more than a pen 
when God uses it to write doctrine, warning, comfort, and rebuke. A pulpit becomes more 
than furniture when the word of God is preached from it. A home becomes more than a 
house when it becomes a place of obedience. The rod had a new name because God 
owned it. Moses had to learn that the same staff he had carried through Midian was now 
sanctified to a mission larger than himself. 

Chapter Two - The Shepherd Had No Egyptian Leverage 

Moses returned to Egypt with no obvious leverage. He had no palace office. He had no rank 
in Pharaoh’s court. He had no army behind him. He had no wealth to negotiate with. He had 
no visible political authority. Forty years earlier he had been associated with Pharaoh’s 
house, but that was gone. Now he returns as a shepherd, not a prince. The flesh would call 
that weakness. God called it preparation. Moses no longer had the trappings that might 
tempt men to explain the Exodus naturally. 

This is exactly the kind of setup God uses to humiliate human pride. If Moses had returned 
as an Egyptian general with troops behind him, men could have credited military power. If 
he had returned with political influence, men could have credited diplomacy. If he had 
returned with wealth, men could have credited economic pressure. But he returned with a 
wife, sons, an ass, and the rod of God. That strips the glory away from man before the work 
even begins. The deliverance will not be explainable by Egypt’s categories. 

The servant must learn to stop grieving over the absence of worldly leverage when God has 
given His word. Moses did not need Egypt’s approval to obey God. He did not need 
Pharaoh’s permission to announce God’s command. He did not need the appearance of 
equal strength because the battle was not Moses against Egypt. It was the LORD against 
Pharaoh. Moses’ lack of worldly leverage was not a weakness in the mission. It was part of 
the design. God was making sure that when Egypt fell, nobody with spiritual sense would 
say, “Moses was powerful.” They would have to say, “The LORD did it.” 

Chapter Three - The Staff Was Connected to Moses’ Humbling 

The rod was not connected to Moses’ palace years. It was connected to his shepherd 
years. That is important. God did not send him back with an object from Pharaoh’s house. 
He sent him back with the tool of Midian. The staff had walked with him through desert 



paths. It had been in his hand while he kept another man’s sheep. It represented the years 
when Moses was hidden, humbled, slowed down, and stripped of Egyptian confidence. The 
thing God chose to use was tied to the very season that had reduced him. 

That is the kind of thing God does. He takes what belongs to the humbling and makes it part 
of the calling. The world would rather use the tokens of status. God uses the tokens of 
surrender. The rod said, “This man has been made a shepherd.” It said, “The prince has 
been buried.” It said, “The old confidence has been broken.” It said, “The hand that once 
struck in haste has learned to guide sheep slowly.” God was not ashamed to send Moses 
back with a visible reminder of what Midian had made him. 

Moses had to learn that his humbling was not a liability. It was part of his usefulness. The 
staff in his hand preached that truth before he opened his mouth. He did not return with 
something that bragged of Egypt. He returned with something that testified of the desert. 
The shepherd’s rod declared that God had not merely given Moses a new assignment; He 
had made Moses into a different kind of man. The tool of humiliation became the 
instrument of divine signs. That is grace with a sharp edge. 

Chapter Four - The Word of God Made the Rod Greater Than Wood 

The rod had no power apart from the word of God. It was not enchanted. It did not contain 
some hidden force. It did not act because Moses imagined it could. The rod became 
significant because God commanded its use. When God told Moses to cast it down, it 
became a serpent. When God told him to take it by the tail, it became a rod again. Later, 
when God commanded Moses to stretch it out, lift it up, or use it in connection with signs 
and judgments, the rod functioned according to the word of the LORD. The power was 
never in the wood. The power was in God. 

This must be stressed because men love to turn instruments into idols. They love sacred 
objects, sacred formulas, sacred personalities, and sacred methods that can be handled 
without present obedience to God. But the rod of God was not a religious charm. Moses 
could not use it independently as though it forced God to act. He had to obey what God 
said. The rod was powerful only as an instrument under divine command. A stick with 
God’s word is mighty. A stick without God’s word is still just a stick. 

The same truth applies to everything God uses. A Bible in the hand of an unbelieving critic 
can be treated like literature and leave the man dead. That same Bible preached in the 
power of the Spirit can pierce the heart. A sermon without God is noise; a plain word with 
God can break a sinner open. A ministry without God is machinery; a small obedience with 
God can outlast empires. Moses had to learn that the rod’s greatness was not in itself. It 
was in the LORD who had taken it up into His command. 



Chapter Five - Pharaoh’s Scepter Could Not Compete With God’s Rod 

Pharaoh had a scepter. Whether literal in the moment or symbolic of his royal authority, 
Pharaoh possessed all the visible signs of rule. He had throne power, state machinery, 
armies, monuments, priests, magicians, taskmasters, and the fear of Egypt behind him. 
Moses had a rod. To the natural eye, that is no contest. But the Bible is written to overthrow 
the natural eye. Pharaoh’s scepter represented temporary authority under heaven. Moses’ 
rod, when owned by God, represented divine authority coming down upon Egypt. 

Pharaoh’s scepter could command slaves to make bricks, but it could not stop the Nile 
from turning to blood. It could increase burdens, but it could not keep frogs out of beds and 
ovens. It could threaten Moses, but it could not remove the lice, flies, murrain, boils, hail, 
locusts, darkness, or death God sent upon Egypt. It could summon magicians, but it could 
not keep those magicians from confessing, “This is the finger of God.” The scepter looked 
greater at first because flesh measures power by appearance. But the rod of God carried 
the authority of the One who made Pharaoh’s breath. 

This is the great reversal. The world’s scepter is impressive until God lifts a shepherd’s 
staff. Earthly power is terrifying until heaven enters the matter. A throne can only last until 
God says enough. Moses had to stand before Pharaoh knowing that he did not need a 
better symbol than God had given him. The rod was enough because God owned it. 
Pharaoh’s scepter had Egypt behind it. Moses’ rod had the LORD behind it. That settled the 
contest before it began. 

Chapter Six - God Uses Foolish Things to Confound Mighty Things 

The shepherd returning with a stick is a picture of God’s method. First Corinthians 1:27 
says, “God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath 
chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty.” That 
principle is all over the Bible, and it is on display in Moses’ hand. A rod against an empire 
looks foolish. A shepherd against Pharaoh looks weak. A word from God against the 
machinery of Egypt looks insufficient. But God delights to make the wise look foolish and 
the mighty look brittle. 

This does not mean God’s things are foolish in themselves. It means they appear foolish to 
the world because the world judges by pride, sight, and unbelief. Egypt would not naturally 
tremble at a shepherd’s rod. Pharaoh would not naturally respect a man returning from 
Midian with no army. The court would not naturally understand that the empire had more to 
fear from that staff than from foreign invasion. But God had chosen the lowly instrument to 
expose the weakness of the mighty. Egypt’s strength would become the stage on which 
God displayed its helplessness. 



Moses had to learn not to be embarrassed by God’s instruments. That is a real temptation. 
A man may feel ashamed because God sends him with something plain while the world 
has something polished. He may think he needs Egypt’s tools to do God’s work. He may 
envy the scepter and despise the rod. But the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and 
the weakness of God is stronger than men. Moses returned with a stick, and heaven was in 
it. That is enough to make the proud world nervous. 

Chapter Seven - The Rod in a Humbled Hand Became a Witness Against Egypt 

God did not put the rod in the hand of the younger, self-confident Moses. He put it in the 
hand of the humbled shepherd. That matters. The rod of God belonged in a hand that had 
been emptied of old pride, exposed by the sign of leprosy, taught obedience, and forced to 
stop trusting itself. A powerful instrument in an unbroken hand can become deadly. God 
had spent forty years dealing with the man before associating the rod with public signs in 
Egypt. The staff and the servant had both passed through surrender. 

When Moses lifted that rod in Egypt, it would testify against Pharaoh, but it would also 
testify against Moses’ former self. It said, “This is not the old way.” It said, “This is not 
private violence hidden in sand.” It said, “This is not Moses acting out of haste.” It said, 
“This is God acting through a submitted servant.” The rod became a witness that the LORD 
can use common things when the man holding them is under divine authority. Egypt would 
see signs, but Moses had to remember the signs were God’s, not his. 

This is what makes service safe. God’s power must not be carried by a man drunk on 
himself. Moses needed to know the rod was God’s rod. The work was God’s work. The word 
was God’s word. The people were God’s people. The judgment was God’s judgment. The 
deliverance was God’s deliverance. The servant who forgets that will turn the rod into a 
trophy. The servant who remembers it will hold it with fear and obedience. Moses had to 
return as a shepherd with a stick because that is exactly the kind of instrument God had 
chosen to shame Pharaoh. 

Conclusion 

Moses returned to Egypt with the rod of God in his hand. That sentence is loaded with 
doctrine. The shepherd returned with a stick, but the stick belonged to God’s purpose. It 
had been a common rod, a desert staff, a tool of Midian, a symbol of hidden years and 
shepherd humility. But when God claimed it, commanded it, and connected it to His signs, 
it became greater than Pharaoh’s scepter. Not because of the wood, but because of the 
LORD. 

Moses had no army, no throne, no palace authority, no wealth, and no worldly weapons. He 
had the word of God and the rod of God. That looked foolish to Egypt, but God uses foolish 



things to confound the wise and weak things to confound the mighty. Pharaoh had the 
appearance of power. Moses had the authority of the God who had come down to deliver 
His people. Pharaoh had the scepter of a temporary throne. Moses had the rod of the 
eternal LORD’s commission. 

Moses had to learn that God does not need Egypt’s tools to defeat Egypt. A shepherd with 
God is greater than a king against God. A staff owned by God is greater than a scepter held 
in rebellion. A plain instrument under divine command is greater than all the machinery of 
an empire. The shepherd returned with a stick, and Egypt was already in trouble, because 
that stick was the rod of God. 

 

 

34 of 40 Lessons Moses Had to Learn in the Desert - Blood Before Deliverance 

Key Passage: Exodus 4:24-26 
“And it came to pass by the way in the inn, that the LORD met him, and sought to kill him. 
Then Zipporah took a sharp stone, and cut off the foreskin of her son, and cast it at his feet, 
and said, Surely a bloody husband art thou to me. So he let him go: then she said, A bloody 
husband thou art, because of the circumcision.” 

Introduction 

There are passages in the Bible that modern, soft, sentimental religion would never have 
written, and Exodus 4:24-26 is one of them. Moses has just been called by the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. He has seen the burning bush. He has heard the voice of the 
LORD. He has received the promise, “Certainly I will be with thee.” He has seen the rod 
become a serpent and return to a rod. He has seen his hand become leprous and then 
restored. He has been told to go back to Egypt. He has taken the rod of God in his hand. The 
scene is moving forward toward deliverance, plagues, Passover, Red sea victory, and 
national redemption. Then suddenly, by the way in the inn, the LORD meets Moses and 
seeks to kill him. That is not soft religion. That is holy Scripture putting the fear of God into a 
servant before he ever stands before Pharaoh. 

The issue in the passage is covenant order in Moses’ own house. God had identified 
Himself as the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. That covenant line 
mattered. Circumcision had been given to Abraham in Genesis 17 as the sign of that 
covenant in the flesh of his seed. The uncircumcised man child was to be cut off from his 
people because he had broken God’s covenant. Moses was being sent to represent that 
covenant God before Egypt, but there was disorder in his own household concerning the 



sign of that covenant. Before Moses could march into Egypt with the rod of God in his hand 
and speak for the God of the fathers, God dealt with the neglected matter at home. Public 
commission did not excuse private disobedience. 

This passage teaches a hard lesson: blood before deliverance. Before the blood of the 
Passover would mark Israel’s doors in Egypt, there had to be blood and obedience in 
Moses’ own household. Before Moses could confront Pharaoh about letting God’s son 
Israel go, he had to face the neglected obedience concerning his own son. Before he could 
represent covenant truth publicly, covenant disorder privately had to be addressed. God’s 
servant cannot neglect God’s order at home and then stride into public ministry as though 
details do not matter. The LORD does not merely care about the platform, the sermon, the 
rod, the signs, and the confrontation with Pharaoh. He cares about the house. 

Chapter One - The Passage Is Strange Because God Is Holy 

The passage feels strange because it does not fit the easy religious imagination of men. 
Many would expect the road back to Egypt to be filled only with encouragement. Moses has 
finally obeyed enough to leave Midian. He has taken his family. He has the rod of God. 
Surely now God will simply cheer him onward. But the Bible says, “the LORD met him, and 
sought to kill him.” That sentence shocks the reader because it forces us to remember that 
the God who sends is also the God who judges. His commission does not make Him less 
holy. His mercy does not cancel His government. His patience with Moses’ objections does 
not mean Moses may now carry unresolved disobedience into the mission. 

The strangeness is a rebuke to shallow ideas of God. Men want a deity who only affirms, 
never confronts; only encourages, never threatens; only calls, never corrects; only gives 
opportunities, never demands order. But the God of the Bible is not a ministry mascot. He 
is the LORD. He speaks from the fire. He commands shoes off on holy ground. He exposes 
the leprous hand. He kindles His anger when humility becomes an excuse. And here, He 
meets His servant in the way and seeks to kill him. If that bothers modern religion, modern 
religion needs to be bothered. 

Moses had to learn that God’s holiness travels with the call. The call does not place a man 
above correction. A public assignment does not make private disobedience a small thing. A 
rod in the hand does not sanctify disorder in the house. The LORD who would judge Egypt 
would not wink at covenant neglect in Moses’ own family. The passage is strange because 
holiness is strange to flesh. But it is exactly the kind of passage a servant needs before he 
handles the word of God publicly. 

Chapter Two - Moses Was Representing the God of Abraham 



The covenant background is essential. God had said to Abraham in Genesis 17, “This is my 
covenant, which ye shall keep, between me and you and thy seed after thee; Every man 
child among you shall be circumcised.” Circumcision was not a minor cultural preference. 
It was the God-appointed sign in the flesh of the Abrahamic covenant line. The LORD said 
the uncircumcised man child would be cut off from his people because he had broken His 
covenant. That is the biblical ground under Exodus 4. Moses was not dealing with a vague 
religious symbol. He was dealing with covenant obedience tied to the fathers. 

This matters because Moses’ mission was rooted in that covenant. God had remembered 
His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. God had identified Himself as the God of 
those fathers. God was about to deliver Israel, the earthly covenant people, from Egyptian 
bondage. Moses would speak to Pharaoh in the name of the LORD God of Israel. He would 
demand the release of a people whose identity was not merely social or political, but 
covenantal. For Moses to carry that commission while covenant order was neglected in his 
own house was no small contradiction. 

A rightly divided Bible keeps the setting clear. This is not the Body of Christ under Paul’s 
revelation of the mystery. This is not a church ordinance being discussed at a Gentile local 
assembly. This is Moses in the context of Israel’s covenant history before the law is given at 
Sinai, dealing with the sign God gave Abraham concerning his seed. Israel is Israel. The 
fathers are the fathers. The covenant sign is the covenant sign. Moses had to learn that the 
God of Abraham would not be represented casually by a man whose own household had 
ignored Abrahamic covenant order. 

Chapter Three - Public Commission Did Not Excuse Private Disobedience 

Moses had one of the greatest public commissions ever given to a man. He was being sent 
to confront Pharaoh, bring Israel out, and stand as God’s instrument in one of the greatest 
deliverances in history. But that enormous public calling did not excuse a private matter of 
obedience. The LORD stopped him in the way. That is frightening. God did not say, “This is a 
small domestic detail, and Egypt is more important.” God did not say, “We will deal with 
your house later because the public ministry is urgent.” God met him before he reached 
Egypt. 

This cuts directly against the religious disease that excuses private disorder because a man 
has public usefulness. Men think if a preacher can speak, if a leader can organize, if a 
teacher can teach, if a ministry can grow, if a man can stand before crowds, then God must 
not care much about the hidden matters at home. But Exodus 4 says otherwise. God 
stopped Moses on the road to world-shaking ministry over an issue in his own household. 
The public call was real, but it did not cancel the private responsibility. 



This is not perfectionism. No servant is sinless. Moses was not sinless before or after this. 
But there is a difference between human infirmity and tolerated disobedience in a matter 
God has made plain. Circumcision was not an obscure suggestion. It was covenant order. 
Moses had to learn that the God who sends a man publicly also owns him privately. The 
servant does not get to divide his life into “God’s work” and “my house” as though the LORD 
has no authority over both. The same God who says “Go to Pharaoh” can stop a man in the 
inn and deal with his home. 

Chapter Four - The House Had to Be Judged Before Egypt Was Judged 

Moses was on his way to announce judgment upon Egypt, but judgment first came near his 
own house. That is a pattern worth fearing. Before the LORD publicly judged Pharaoh, He 
privately confronted Moses. Before Egypt’s firstborn would face the terrible night of 
Passover judgment, Moses’ own son had to be brought under the covenant sign involving 
blood. Before the nation’s deliverance unfolded, the deliverer’s household had to be put in 
order. God does not allow His servant to preach judgment outward while ignoring disorder 
inward. 

This does not mean Moses’ house was Egypt. It means God’s standards are not suspended 
for His instruments. A man who speaks for God must not imagine that speaking for God 
gives him immunity from God. If Moses was to stand before Pharaoh and say, “Thus saith 
the LORD,” then Moses himself had to bow under the same LORD. The authority of the 
message would be contradicted if the messenger treated God’s covenant command as 
optional. The house had to be addressed before the mission advanced. 

That is a hard word for anyone involved in service. It is possible to be zealous about public 
battles while careless about private obedience. It is possible to rebuke Egypt while 
neglecting the inn. It is possible to speak loudly about doctrine while refusing to deal with 
disorder at home. God is not impressed by selective obedience. Moses had to learn that 
the LORD’s claim reached into his family before it reached Pharaoh’s throne. The house 
had to be judged before Egypt was judged. 

Chapter Five - Zipporah’s Action Revealed the Issue 

Zipporah took a sharp stone, circumcised her son, and cast the foreskin at Moses’ feet, 
saying, “Surely a bloody husband art thou to me.” Her words are sharp, emotional, and 
difficult. The passage does not explain every detail of the family discussion that came 
before it. We are not told all the arguments, all the delays, or exactly how responsibility was 
divided in the household. But the action reveals the issue clearly enough: the son was 
uncircumcised, and the matter had to be addressed immediately. The neglected sign of the 
covenant had become a life-and-death issue on the road to Egypt. 



Zipporah’s reaction also shows the cost and offense of blood obedience. She does not 
appear sentimental about the act. She calls Moses a bloody husband because of the 
circumcision. There is tension in the passage. Covenant obedience cut into the household. 
It was not clean in the modern sense. It was not polite. It involved blood, pain, and offense. 
That is how God chose to mark Abraham’s seed in that economy. The blood in Moses’ 
house was not an optional religious decoration. It was the necessary answer to the 
disobedience God had confronted. 

Moses had to learn that obedience can be costly even when it is domestic, even when it is 
uncomfortable, even when it exposes tension in the family. A man may have to obey God in 
ways that not everyone around him immediately likes. He may have to face issues he 
allowed to remain unresolved because peace at home seemed easier than obedience. But 
peace built on neglected obedience is a trap. Zipporah’s sharp stone did what Moses 
should not have allowed to remain undone. The blood declared that God’s covenant order 
mattered. 

Chapter Six - Blood Stood Before Deliverance 

The title of this lesson is “Blood Before Deliverance” because the placement of this 
passage is not accidental. Soon Egypt will learn about blood in the night of the Passover. 
The blood on the doorposts will mark the houses of Israel as the LORD passes through the 
land in judgment. But before that national scene, there is this household scene. Before 
Israel’s deliverance is publicly marked by blood, Moses’ own house faces blood in 
obedience to covenant order. God is teaching His servant before God shakes the empire. 

The Bible repeatedly shows that deliverance is not clean, bloodless sentiment. Sin, 
covenant, judgment, redemption, and obedience are serious matters. Men want 
deliverance without blood, worship without sacrifice, ministry without separation, 
salvation without a cross, and blessing without obedience. But God’s Book is full of blood 
because sin is real, covenant is serious, and redemption is costly. In Exodus 4, the blood is 
circumcision connected to Abraham’s covenant. In Exodus 12, the blood will be the 
Passover lamb. In the full revelation of Scripture, all blood shadows point forward to the 
precious blood of Christ, though each passage must be kept in its doctrinal place. 

Moses had to learn that he could not lead Israel toward Passover while neglecting covenant 
blood in his own house. God would not let the public deliverance move forward while the 
private contradiction remained. The man who would soon instruct others in obedience had 
to be corrected first. Blood before deliverance is not a slogan. It is a Bible pattern that 
humbles man and exalts God. There is no casual redemption in Scripture. 

Chapter Seven - God Let Him Go After Obedience 



After Zipporah circumcised the son, the Bible says, “So he let him go.” That means the 
danger ended when the obedience occurred. The LORD had sought to kill Moses, but He 
did not carry out the judgment after the matter was addressed. This is severity and mercy in 
one passage. Severity, because God was deadly serious. Mercy, because He accepted the 
obedience and let Moses proceed. The road to Egypt continued, but it continued only after 
God’s order had been honored. 

That phrase, “So he let him go,” should be read with fear and gratitude. God could have 
killed Moses. God could have chosen another instrument. God could have ended the 
mission for him right there. Instead, He confronted, compelled correction, and allowed 
Moses to go forward. That is mercy. But it is mercy that passed through blood and 
obedience. God’s mercy did not say the issue never mattered. God’s mercy provided a way 
for the servant to continue after the neglected matter was set right. 

Moses had to carry that lesson into the rest of his ministry. God is merciful, but God is not 
casual. God restores, but God does not pretend disobedience is harmless. God sends, but 
God also sanctifies. Moses would face Pharaoh, Israel, the wilderness, Sinai, rebellion, 
idolatry, murmuring, and judgment. He needed to know from the beginning that the LORD’s 
holiness was not just a doctrine to preach to Egypt. It was a reality governing Moses 
himself. God let him go, but Moses had been warned in blood. 

Conclusion 

Exodus 4:24-26 is strange, severe, and necessary. Moses was on his way to represent the 
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, but there was disorder in his own house concerning the 
sign of that covenant. The LORD met him in the way and sought to kill him. That is not a 
passage for soft religious daydreaming. It is a passage about the holiness of God, the 
seriousness of covenant order, and the fact that public commission does not excuse 
private disobedience. 

Before Moses could stand before Pharaoh, his own house had to be brought under 
obedience. Before Egypt would see the rod of God stretched out in judgment, Moses had to 
face the neglected matter at home. Before Israel’s national deliverance would be marked 
by Passover blood, Moses’ household had to see blood connected with circumcision. The 
lesson is plain enough: details matter when God has spoken. A man cannot march into 
public service with a holy message while treating God’s known order as optional in private. 

Moses had to learn blood before deliverance. He had to learn that the God who sends also 
searches. The God who empowers also exposes. The God who commissions also corrects. 
The God who judges Egypt will not ignore His own servant’s house. That passage should 
make every servant tremble and thank God for mercy. The LORD let Moses go, but not until 



the matter was dealt with. The road to Egypt continued only after obedience had cut where 
disobedience had delayed. 

 

 

35 of 40 Lessons Moses Had to Learn in the Desert - Thus Saith the LORD or Nothing 

Key Passage: Exodus 5:1 
“And afterward Moses and Aaron went in, and told Pharaoh, Thus saith the LORD God of 
Israel, Let my people go, that they may hold a feast unto me in the wilderness.” 

Introduction 

At last Moses stands before Pharaoh. The desert years, the burning bush, the holy ground, 
the rod, the leprous hand, the mouth that argued, Aaron’s appointment, the return to Egypt, 
and the blood in his own household have all brought him to this moment. The shepherd 
who once fled from Egypt now walks into the court of Egypt. The man who once looked this 
way and that way before acting in the flesh now stands openly before the throne. The 
fugitive faces the empire. The shepherd faces the king. But he does not come with a 
personal opinion, a political proposal, a reform agenda, or a philosophical speech. He 
comes with the only authority that matters: “Thus saith the LORD God of Israel.” 

That phrase draws the line in the sand. Moses did not come to Pharaoh saying, “Thus saith 
Moses.” He did not come saying, “Thus saith the oppressed majority.” He did not come 
saying, “Thus saith moral improvement, social progress, Egyptian policy reform, or 
humanitarian compassion.” He did not argue from Pharaoh’s constitution, Egypt’s court 
traditions, or man’s sentimental theories about justice. He came as a messenger under 
orders. The issue was no longer what Moses felt, what Aaron could say, what Israel wanted, 
or what Pharaoh preferred. The issue was what the LORD God of Israel had spoken. “Let my 
people go.” There is the command. There is the authority. There is the battlefield. 

Moses had to learn that his own words could not deliver anybody. His old words had failed. 
His old effort had left a body in the sand. His old confidence had broken under exposure. 
But God’s words could shake Egypt. God’s words could confront Pharaoh, define Israel, 
announce judgment, demand obedience, and divide light from darkness. True ministry 
stands or falls on the authority of what God has said. If a man has “Thus saith the LORD,” 
he may stand before kings. If he does not have that, he has nothing worth saying. Pharaoh 
would resist, mock, harden himself, and ask, “Who is the LORD?” But the line was drawn: 
Pharaoh’s will against the word of the LORD. 

Chapter One - Moses Finally Stood Where He Once Ran From 



Moses had once run from Egypt because Pharaoh sought to slay him. He had fled as a man 
exposed, fearful, and unready. Egypt had been the place where his first attempt at 
deliverance collapsed. It had been the place of his crime, his rejection, and his lost identity. 
Yet now, after forty years in Midian and after the call of God at the bush, Moses goes in 
before Pharaoh. That is not a small thing. The man who ran from the court now returns to 
confront the court. But this time he does not come in the energy of the flesh. He comes 
under the word of God. 

The contrast is sharp. In Exodus 2, Moses acted before God sent him. In Exodus 5, Moses 
speaks because God sent him. In Exodus 2, Moses used his hand. In Exodus 5, Moses uses 
God’s words. In Exodus 2, Moses hid the result of his action. In Exodus 5, Moses openly 
declares the command of the LORD. In Exodus 2, he looked this way and that way. In 
Exodus 5, he stands directly before Pharaoh and says, “Thus saith the LORD God of Israel.” 
That is what forty years in the desert helped produce. Not a braver version of the old Moses, 
but a different Moses under divine authority. 

A man is never ready to face Pharaoh until he has stopped trusting his own private 
methods. Moses’ courage now was not the courage of youthful impulse. It was the courage 
of a servant with a message. He had been stripped of palace confidence, human haste, and 
self-made deliverance. That stripping did not make him useless. It made him safe enough 
to carry God’s word. Moses went back to the place he had fled, but he did not go back 
empty. He went back with “Thus saith the LORD.” 

Chapter Two - The Message Began With God, Not Man 

The first words recorded in Moses’ demand are not “Israel says,” but “Thus saith the LORD 
God of Israel.” That order matters. The message does not begin with human suffering, 
though Israel’s suffering was real. It does not begin with Moses’ burden, though Moses’ 
burden had been real. It does not begin with Aaron’s eloquence, though Aaron could speak 
well. It begins with God. The authority of the message is the LORD Himself. Moses and 
Aaron are not presenting a request from a labor movement. They are delivering a command 
from the God of Israel. 

This is where true ministry begins. It begins with God’s word, not man’s need. That sounds 
strange to religious flesh because religious flesh loves to begin with man. It begins with 
man’s pain, man’s dreams, man’s potential, man’s recovery, man’s success, man’s 
questions, man’s culture, and man’s approval. But Bible ministry begins with God 
speaking. That does not make it cold toward human suffering. It makes it clean. The cry of 
Israel mattered because God had heard it, remembered His covenant, and spoken. The 



authority was not in the cry itself. The authority was in the word of the LORD who answered 
the cry. 

Moses had to learn that the servant is not sent to say what seems helpful, what sounds 
persuasive, what wins applause, or what softens opposition. The servant is sent to say 
what God says. Pharaoh did not need a speech designed to make him feel respected while 
he continued in rebellion. He needed the command of God. Israel did not need a 
motivational slogan. They needed the word of the covenant-keeping LORD. “Thus saith the 
LORD” is the beginning of all true authority in ministry. Without it, the servant is only 
talking. 

Chapter Three - The LORD Identified Israel as His People 

The command was, “Let my people go.” Those words are not sentimental. They are 
possessive. Israel belonged to the LORD. Pharaoh claimed them as labor. Egypt treated 
them as property. Taskmasters measured them by brick production. But God said, “my 
people.” That phrase rests on covenant history. These were the seed of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob. The LORD had remembered His covenant. The Exodus was not a social 
experiment or a slave revolt; it was God claiming His earthly covenant people from the grip 
of an idolatrous empire. 

This keeps the doctrine straight. Israel is Israel. Pharaoh is not dealing with a vague spiritual 
metaphor. Moses is not speaking to release an undefined religious concept. The LORD God 
of Israel is claiming the children of Israel. They are His people in that covenant setting. Their 
deliverance will be national, historical, visible, and tied to promises made to the fathers. 
Modern theology loves to blur every line until the Bible becomes a cloud of pious phrases. 
But God speaks plainly: “my people.” Moses’ authority includes the fact that the people 
Pharaoh oppresses are not Pharaoh’s to own. 

This phrase also rebukes Pharaoh’s assumed sovereignty. Pharaoh thought Israel existed 
for Egypt’s benefit. God said Israel belonged to Him. That is the collision. Pharaoh’s 
economy, pride, building projects, and political calculations all depended on keeping 
people God had claimed. The battle line was not merely over labor conditions. It was over 
ownership. “Let my people go” means Pharaoh’s will is being commanded to yield to God’s 
claim. When the LORD says “my people,” no king on earth has the right to say “mine.” 

Chapter Four - Moses Offered No Egyptian Philosophy 

Moses did not come before Pharaoh with Egyptian philosophy. He had been learned in all 
the wisdom of the Egyptians, but he did not use that wisdom as the ground of his demand. 
He did not quote Egypt’s moralists. He did not appeal to Pharaoh’s religious system. He did 
not argue that releasing Israel would improve Egypt’s cultural reputation. He did not 



present a philosophical case that slavery was inefficient or psychologically harmful. He did 
not try to baptize Egyptian categories in Bible language. He said, “Thus saith the LORD God 
of Israel.” 

That is a major lesson. Moses had education, but revelation outranked education. Moses 
knew Egypt, but God’s word outranked Egyptian wisdom. A servant may know history, law, 
languages, culture, and philosophy, and those things may be useful in their place. But when 
he stands as God’s messenger, he must not trade divine authority for intellectual 
respectability. Egypt does not need to be impressed with the servant’s sophistication. 
Egypt needs to be confronted with the word of the LORD. The moment Moses makes 
philosophy the authority, Pharaoh becomes a judge over the message. 

This is where many ministries die. They want Egypt to respect them, so they soften “Thus 
saith the LORD” into “scholars suggest,” “culture indicates,” “research shows,” “tradition 
teaches,” or “many people feel.” There is a place for facts and learning, but there is no 
substitute for divine authority. The Book must speak. If the ministry cannot finally stand on 
“Thus saith the LORD,” it has already surrendered to Pharaoh before the first plague falls. 
Moses had to stand before the throne with the word of God or nothing. 

Chapter Five - True Ministry Stands or Falls on Scripture 

The authority of Moses’ message was not his personality, his story, his leadership, his age, 
his suffering, his family, his rod, or Aaron’s mouth. The authority was what God had said. 
That is the principle for all true ministry. It stands or falls on the authority of Scripture. Not 
on entertainment, not on emotional manipulation, not on organizational strength, not on 
academic branding, not on religious tradition, not on ecclesiastical costume, not on 
denominational machinery, not on personal charisma. Scripture is the authority because 
Scripture is the word of God. 

Moses did not have a printed Bible in his hand as a preacher does now, but he carried the 
spoken word of the LORD given to him. The principle is the same. God’s words are the 
authority. Today, the servant of God has the written word, and that written word must 
govern the message. “Preach the word,” Paul told Timothy. Not preach yourself. Not preach 
the mood of the age. Not preach psychology in a Bible costume. Not preach politics with a 
verse taped to it. Preach the word. If God has spoken, the servant’s job is not to improve it, 
edit it, soften it, or apologize for it. His job is to declare it faithfully. 

This is why the phrase “Thus saith the LORD” is so weighty. It is the death of man-centered 
ministry. It removes the preacher from the throne. It removes the audience from the throne. 
It removes Pharaoh from the throne. It makes God the authority. A ministry without that 
authority may still draw crowds, raise money, build buildings, produce noise, and impress 



flesh. But it cannot deliver souls from bondage. Moses had to learn that his own words 
could not deliver anybody, but God’s words could shake Egypt. 

Chapter Six - Pharaoh’s Resistance Did Not Weaken the Word 

Pharaoh would not bow when he first heard the command. In the next verse he says, “Who 
is the LORD, that I should obey his voice to let Israel go? I know not the LORD, neither will I 
let Israel go.” That is the first open reply of Egypt’s throne to the word of God. Mockery, 
ignorance, defiance, and refusal. Pharaoh does not tremble at the first sermon. He does 
not repent at the first demand. He does not say, “Moses, you have persuaded me.” He 
hardens himself. But Pharaoh’s resistance does not weaken the word. It only reveals 
Pharaoh. 

This is a lesson every servant must learn. The truth is not measured by the immediate 
response of the hearer. Pharaoh’s refusal did not mean Moses had spoken wrongly. Israel’s 
later discouragement did not mean God had failed. Opposition is not proof that the 
message lacks authority. Sometimes opposition proves the message has struck the very 
throne that refuses to bow. The word of God does not become less true because proud 
men hate it. The sun does not stop shining because a blind man curses the light. 

If Moses had measured his ministry by Pharaoh’s first response, he might have quit 
immediately. The first confrontation made things worse for Israel in the short term. Pharaoh 
increased the burdens. The officers of Israel blamed Moses and Aaron. Moses himself 
would cry to the LORD about the trouble that followed. But the word had still been spoken, 
and the battle line had been drawn. Pharaoh’s will was now openly set against the word of 
the LORD. That resistance would become the stage for God’s judgment. 

Chapter Seven - The Battle Was Pharaoh’s Will Against God’s Word 

Exodus 5:1 is not merely a conversation. It is the opening of a war. On one side stands 
Pharaoh’s will: “I will not let Israel go.” On the other side stands God’s word: “Let my people 
go.” That is the true conflict. Not Moses versus Pharaoh in natural strength. Not Aaron’s 
mouth versus Egyptian rhetoric. Not shepherds versus empire. The real battle is the will of a 
proud king against the command of the LORD God of Israel. Pharaoh may not understand 
the danger, but the line has been drawn. 

This is the central conflict in every age. God speaks, and man resists. God commands, and 
flesh argues. God claims ownership, and rebels say, “No.” God says repent, believe, obey, 
separate, preach, suffer, go, stand, or speak, and man raises his little throne against the 
voice of the Almighty. Pharaoh is not unique in his basic rebellion. He is a royal example of 
the old human disease: “Who is the LORD, that I should obey his voice?” That question sits 
in every proud heart until God breaks it or judges it. 



Moses had to learn not to personalize the conflict wrongly. Pharaoh’s argument was with 
God. Moses was the messenger. That does not mean Moses would feel no pressure, but it 
means the servant must remember where the authority lies. If Pharaoh rejects “Thus saith 
the LORD,” he is not merely rejecting Moses. He is resisting God. The battle is not won by 
the servant becoming more impressive. It is won by God vindicating His word. And He will. 
Pharaoh’s will may roar for a while, but it cannot survive the word of the LORD. 

Conclusion 

Moses finally stood before Pharaoh with the only authority that matters: “Thus saith the 
LORD God of Israel.” Everything in his life had been preparing him to stop trusting Moses 
and start speaking God’s words. His old hand could not deliver Israel. His old confidence 
could not deliver Israel. His Egyptian education could not deliver Israel. His shepherd’s rod 
had no power in itself. Aaron’s eloquence could not deliver Israel. But the word of the LORD 
could shake Egypt from the throne room to the river, from the cattle fields to the firstborn in 
every house. 

True ministry stands or falls on the authority of Scripture. If the servant has God’s word, he 
has something to say even before Pharaoh. If he does not have God’s word, he has nothing 
but noise. Moses did not come with philosophy, politics, sentiment, self-help, or reform 
language. He came with a command from the LORD God of Israel. “Let my people go.” That 
was enough to define the issue and expose Pharaoh’s rebellion. The world does not need 
religious suggestions from men who want to sound respectable in Egypt. It needs the word 
of God. 

Pharaoh would resist, mock, and harden himself. He would ask, “Who is the LORD?” and 
he would learn the answer through judgment. But the battle line was drawn in Exodus 5:1. 
Pharaoh’s will stood against the word of the LORD. That is always the line. Moses had to 
learn that if he had “Thus saith the LORD,” he had all the authority he needed; and if he did 
not have that, he had nothing worth carrying into the court of Egypt. Thus saith the LORD—
or nothing. 

 

 

36 of 40 Lessons Moses Had to Learn in the Desert - Pharaoh Does Not Bow the First 
Time 

Key Passage: Exodus 5:2 
“And Pharaoh said, Who is the LORD, that I should obey his voice to let Israel go? I know not 
the LORD, neither will I let Israel go.” 



Introduction 

There is a brutal lesson in Exodus 5:2 that every servant of God must learn sooner or later: 
Pharaoh does not bow the first time. Moses had obeyed God. He had left Midian. He had 
gone back to the land that broke him. He had taken the rod of God in his hand. He had 
stood before Pharaoh and declared the only authority that mattered: “Thus saith the LORD 
God of Israel, Let my people go.” If a man were writing the story according to modern 
religious sentiment, Pharaoh would have trembled, Israel would have cheered, the chains 
would have fallen off, and Moses would have walked out with immediate visible success. 
But the Bible is not written by sentimental men. Pharaoh’s answer was defiance: “Who is 
the LORD, that I should obey his voice to let Israel go?” 

That response could have shaken Moses if he judged the will of God by immediate results. 
He had finally obeyed, and obedience did not make things easier. It made them harder. 
Pharaoh did not bow; he mocked. Pharaoh did not release Israel; he increased their 
burdens. Pharaoh did not honor the word of the LORD; he challenged the authority behind 
it. The Hebrews did not immediately carry Moses on their shoulders as a national hero; 
before long their officers blamed Moses and Aaron for making their situation worse. That is 
a hard schooling for a man who already knew failure, rejection, and fear. Moses had to 
learn that God’s commission does not always produce instant visible success. Sometimes 
the first visible result of obedience is opposition. 

This lesson is necessary because many people quit when Pharaoh answers back. They 
obey once, face resistance, and conclude they must have missed God. They speak truth 
once, get mocked, and decide the message failed. They take one step of obedience, things 
get harder, and they retreat into confusion. But Pharaoh’s resistance did not mean Moses 
had missed God. It meant the LORD was setting the stage to reveal His power through 
judgment. Pharaoh’s defiance was not a surprise in heaven. It was part of the arena in 
which God would make His name known. Moses had to learn not to measure God’s word by 
Pharaoh’s first reaction. Pharaoh does not bow the first time, but Pharaoh’s stubbornness is 
no threat to the LORD. 

Chapter One - Obedience Did Not Produce Immediate Ease 

Moses had obeyed. That must be stated first. Exodus 5 does not begin with Moses 
rebelling, running, hiding, or refusing. He and Aaron went in and told Pharaoh what God 
had said. They did not change the message. They did not soften it. They did not come with 
Egyptian diplomacy instead of divine command. They said, “Thus saith the LORD God of 
Israel.” That was obedience. Yet the immediate result was not relief, success, applause, or 
deliverance. The immediate result was Pharaoh’s open defiance. 



This is where many false expectations die. Men often assume that if they obey God, the 
next thing will be smooth. They imagine obedience as a straight road into visible blessing. 
Sometimes God does grant immediate blessing, but often obedience leads first into 
conflict. Abraham obeyed and left Ur, but he still had famine, separation, family trouble, 
and long waiting. Joseph obeyed and suffered betrayal, false accusation, and prison before 
exaltation. Jeremiah preached the word and was hated for it. Paul obeyed his commission 
and found stripes, prisons, shipwrecks, hunger, and opposition. Moses obeyed and 
Pharaoh answered, “Who is the LORD?” 

Moses had to learn that obedience is not a contract for immediate comfort. Obedience is 
submission to God whether the first result is comfort or conflict. The command of God is 
not proven false because the enemy resists it. In fact, resistance may prove that the 
command has struck the right target. Pharaoh had been sitting comfortably on Israel’s 
bondage. The moment God’s word challenged that bondage, Pharaoh showed what was in 
him. Moses obeyed, and obedience exposed the enemy before it relieved the people. 

Chapter Two - Pharaoh’s First Word Was Defiance 

Pharaoh’s reply is one of the boldest statements of unbelief in Scripture: “Who is the LORD, 
that I should obey his voice?” That is not ignorance asking humbly for instruction. That is 
pride speaking from a throne. Pharaoh is not searching for truth. He is challenging 
authority. He places his own will above the voice of God and demands, in effect, that the 
LORD justify Himself before Egypt’s king. The creature questions the Creator. The dust 
argues with the Eternal. The man whose breath is in God’s hand acts as though God’s voice 
needs Pharaoh’s permission to matter. 

That question exposes the heart of rebellion. “Who is the LORD?” is the language of every 
proud sinner, every Christ-rejecting system, every Bible-correcting scholar, every God-
defying ruler, and every heart that hears God’s command and says no. Pharaoh may have 
worn a crown, but his rebellion is not unique. The natural man always wants to judge God 
rather than be judged by God. He wants to decide whether God’s word is acceptable, 
reasonable, convenient, and culturally useful. Pharaoh’s throne simply gave public 
expression to the old wickedness of the human heart. 

Moses had to hear that defiance without being overthrown by it. Pharaoh’s question did not 
weaken the LORD. It revealed Pharaoh. The LORD did not become less God because 
Pharaoh said, “Who is the LORD?” The word of God did not lose authority because a king 
mocked it. The command “Let my people go” did not become negotiable because Pharaoh 
refused it. A servant must learn this. The rebellion of men does not reduce the truth of God. 
Pharaoh’s first word was defiance, but God would have the last word in judgment. 



Chapter Three - Pharaoh’s Ignorance Was Not Innocent 

Pharaoh said, “I know not the LORD.” That is a terrible confession, but it is not an innocent 
one. He does not know the LORD, and he does not want to obey the LORD. His ignorance is 
joined to rebellion: “neither will I let Israel go.” This is not a man saying, “Teach me who the 
LORD is.” This is a man saying, “I do not recognize His authority, and I refuse His 
command.” Pharaoh’s ignorance is willful in its posture. It is ignorance wearing a crown and 
carrying a whip. 

The Bible often connects ignorance and pride. Men do not know God because they do not 
want God as He is. They want gods they can manage, gods they can name, gods they can 
place in temples, gods that serve national pride, gods that bless their sin, gods that do not 
command repentance, separation, obedience, or surrender. Egypt had gods, but Pharaoh 
did not know the LORD God of Israel. He knew religion. He knew power. He knew ceremony. 
He knew false gods. But he did not know the living God who had come down to deliver His 
covenant people. 

This mattered because the plagues would answer Pharaoh’s ignorance. If Pharaoh says, “I 
know not the LORD,” the LORD will make Himself known. He will make Himself known in 
the Nile. He will make Himself known in Egypt’s houses, fields, bodies, skies, darkness, and 
firstborn. He will make Himself known at the Red sea. Pharaoh’s ignorance would become 
the stage for revelation through judgment. Moses had to learn that when proud men say 
they do not know the LORD, God is fully able to introduce Himself. 

Chapter Four - Pharaoh’s Resistance Made the Burden Heavier 

Pharaoh did not merely refuse. He retaliated. He accused Moses and Aaron of letting the 
people from their works. He commanded that straw no longer be given to the people, while 
the same tally of bricks was still required. The burden increased. The taskmasters pressed 
harder. Israel’s officers were beaten. The first visible result of Moses’ obedience was not 
lighter bondage, but heavier bondage. That is one of the hardest realities in the passage. 
God’s servant obeyed, and the people he came to help suffered more before they were 
delivered. 

This is where shallow faith gets offended. It expects obedience to produce instant 
improvement. But God sometimes allows the enemy to show his cruelty more fully before 
judgment falls. Pharaoh’s increased oppression revealed what Egypt was. It stripped away 
any illusion that Pharaoh could be reasoned into righteousness by soft words. It showed 
Israel the nature of the power that held them. It set the stage for God to judge openly. The 
worsening was not God losing control. It was Egypt exposing itself under pressure from 
God’s command. 



Moses had to learn to survive the painful middle between promise and fulfillment. God had 
promised deliverance, but the path to deliverance passed through intensified conflict. That 
is often where servants break. They can believe the promise at the bush and rejoice at the 
victory by the sea, but the increased bricks in between confuse them. Moses had to learn 
that a heavier burden does not mean God’s promise has failed. It may mean Pharaoh is 
being drawn into the open so God’s judgment will be unmistakable. 

Chapter Five - Opposition Is Not Proof That You Missed God 

One of the devil’s favorite tricks is to tell a servant that opposition proves he missed God. 
Moses could have thought that. He had obeyed, Pharaoh had refused, Israel’s burden had 
increased, and the people were angry. A natural mind could say, “This must not have been 
God. If it were God, it would be working better.” But that is a false measure. The Bible never 
teaches that the absence of opposition is the proof of divine leading. Sometimes the 
strongest opposition comes precisely because a man is obeying God. 

The word of God often provokes the enemy before it brings visible deliverance. When truth 
enters a place built on lies, the lies do not quietly surrender. When God’s claim touches 
what Pharaoh thinks he owns, Pharaoh resists. When light shines into darkness, darkness 
reacts. When the LORD says, “Let my people go,” the tyrant says, “I will not.” That does not 
mean the messenger is wrong. It means the conflict is real. Moses did not miss God 
because Pharaoh mocked him. Pharaoh mocked him because Moses had brought the word 
of God into the throne room. 

This lesson must be burned into the servant’s bones. Do not quit because Pharaoh does 
not bow the first time. Do not assume the call is false because the first result is trouble. Do 
not measure truth by applause, ease, or immediate success. A man can be exactly where 
God sent him and still face resistance. The question is not, “Did Pharaoh like it?” The 
question is, “Did God say it?” Moses had to learn that obedience is measured by 
faithfulness to God’s word, not by the enemy’s first response. 

Chapter Six - God Was Setting the Stage for Judgment 

Pharaoh’s resistance was not an obstacle God had not anticipated. Earlier, God had 
already told Moses that Pharaoh would not let the people go easily. The LORD knew 
Pharaoh’s heart before Moses stood before him. God was not surprised by Exodus 5:2. 
Pharaoh’s defiance was part of the stage upon which God would reveal His power, judge 
Egypt, and make His name known. The refusal of Pharaoh would lead to plagues. The 
plagues would lead to Passover. Passover would lead to the Exodus. The Exodus would lead 
to the Red sea. The Red sea would lead to Egypt’s public defeat and Israel’s song of 
deliverance. 



That means resistance can be part of divine setup. God can allow the enemy to say no so 
that His own yes becomes more glorious. He can let Pharaoh harden himself so that 
judgment reveals what mercy had been refused. He can let the bondage intensify so the 
deliverance is not mistaken for political compromise. If Pharaoh had released Israel at 
once, Egypt might have claimed generosity, wisdom, or policy adjustment. But Pharaoh’s 
stubbornness would leave no room for that. Egypt would not look like a benevolent empire. 
It would look like a broken rebel under the hand of God. 

Moses had to learn to see beyond the first refusal. The first refusal was not the end of the 
story. It was the beginning of the confrontation. God was setting the stage, arranging the 
conflict, exposing the tyrant, and preparing to reveal Himself through judgment. The 
servant does not always understand that while standing in the smoke of the first 
disappointment. But he must believe God’s word over visible conditions. Pharaoh’s 
resistance was not God’s defeat. It was God’s stage. 

Chapter Seven - The LORD Would Be Known Through Pharaoh’s Refusal 

Pharaoh said, “I know not the LORD.” By the end of the confrontation, Egypt would know 
enough to fear. The magicians would confess, “This is the finger of God.” Pharaoh’s 
servants would plead with him to let the men go. The Egyptians would feel the weight of 
judgment in their rivers, houses, fields, bodies, sky, darkness, and firstborn. The sea itself 
would become a grave for Egypt’s strength. Pharaoh’s refusal became the dark backdrop 
against which the LORD revealed His name, power, holiness, and covenant faithfulness. 

This is one reason God did not need Pharaoh to bow the first time. Immediate surrender 
would have avoided much suffering, and Pharaoh was guilty for refusing. But God was not 
dependent on Pharaoh’s cooperation. The LORD could reveal Himself through Pharaoh’s 
resistance just as surely as through Pharaoh’s submission. The king who said, “Who is the 
LORD?” would become an unwilling witness that the LORD is God. His rebellion would be 
overruled to display the very authority he denied. That is the sovereignty of God over proud 
men. 

Moses had to learn that God’s glory was larger than Moses’ first expectations. Moses may 
have hoped for immediate release. God intended a revelation of power that Israel would 
remember for generations. Moses may have wanted Pharaoh to yield at the first word. God 
would use Pharaoh’s refusal to make the Exodus unmistakably divine. The resistance did 
not cancel the mission; it enlarged the visible display of God’s supremacy. Pharaoh does 
not bow the first time, but the LORD knows how to make a rebel’s refusal serve His glory. 

Conclusion 



Pharaoh does not bow the first time. That is one of the first hard lessons Moses had to learn 
after obeying the call. He went where God sent him. He said what God told him to say. He 
stood before the king with “Thus saith the LORD God of Israel.” And Pharaoh answered with 
defiance: “Who is the LORD, that I should obey his voice?” Obedience did not immediately 
make things easier. It exposed the rebellion of Pharaoh and brought heavier burdens upon 
Israel before deliverance came. 

That is why servants must not quit when the first act of obedience produces opposition 
instead of applause. Pharaoh’s resistance did not mean Moses had missed God. Israel’s 
increased burden did not mean the promise had failed. The enemy’s first refusal did not 
mean the word had no power. It meant the battle line had been drawn. Pharaoh’s will had 
openly set itself against the word of the LORD, and now God would reveal what happens 
when dust argues with the Almighty. 

God’s commission does not guarantee instant visible success. Sometimes it brings the 
servant straight into resistance so God can reveal His power through judgment. Moses had 
to learn to stand after the first no, after the first mockery, after the first worsening, after the 
first wave of blame. Pharaoh may not bow the first time, but Pharaoh is not the measure of 
truth. The LORD had spoken, and His word would outlast Pharaoh’s throne, Pharaoh’s 
pride, Pharaoh’s gods, and Pharaoh’s army. 

 

 

37 of 40 Lessons Moses Had to Learn in the Desert - When the People You Help Blame 
You 

Key Passage: Exodus 5:20-23 
“And they met Moses and Aaron, who stood in the way, as they came forth from Pharaoh: 
And they said unto them, The LORD look upon you, and judge; because ye have made our 
savour to be abhorred in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of his servants, to put a sword 
in their hand to slay us. And Moses returned unto the LORD, and said, Lord, wherefore hast 
thou so evil entreated this people? why is it that thou hast sent me? For since I came to 
Pharaoh to speak in thy name, he hath done evil to this people; neither hast thou delivered 
thy people at all.” 

Introduction 

There is a kind of pain in spiritual leadership that does not come from Pharaoh. It comes 
from the very people you are trying to help. Moses had already faced the king’s defiance. 
Pharaoh had said, “Who is the LORD, that I should obey his voice to let Israel go?” That was 



bad enough. But now Moses has to face the wounded bitterness of Israel’s own officers. 
They had been beaten. Their burdens had increased. Straw had been taken away, but the 
tally of bricks remained the same. The men under Pharaoh’s system came out from his 
presence and met Moses and Aaron in the way. And instead of thanking them for obeying 
God, they blamed them for making everything worse. “The LORD look upon you, and judge,” 
they said. That is not a small sentence. That is a knife coming from the people Moses came 
to deliver. 

This is one of the hardest lessons Moses had to learn: hurting people do not always 
respond graciously to the man God sends. Bondage had not made Israel spiritually steady. 
Pain had not automatically made them discerning. Oppression had not turned them into 
patient theologians. They were tired, bruised, frightened, humiliated, and crushed under 
Pharaoh’s retaliation. They looked at the immediate consequences, then aimed their grief 
at Moses and Aaron. In their eyes, Moses had not made things better; he had made them 
stink in the eyes of Pharaoh. They said he had put a sword in the hand of Egypt to slay them. 
That is a terrible charge to lay on the man God sent. 

Moses had to learn that leadership involves misunderstanding, blame, discouragement, 
and the discipline of carrying complaints back to God instead of quitting. The passage does 
not show Moses handling it like a plastic religious hero with a painted smile. He returns 
unto the LORD with heavy questions. “Lord, wherefore hast thou so evil entreated this 
people? why is it that thou hast sent me?” Those are not light words. They reveal a man 
staggered by the pain of the moment. Yet the important thing is that Moses returned unto 
the LORD. He did not run back to Midian. He did not abandon Israel. He did not strike the 
officers. He did not rewrite the message. He took the burden where it had to go. God’s 
servant must survive the pain of being blamed by the very people he is trying to help. 

Chapter One - The Officers Met Moses in the Way 

The Bible says, “And they met Moses and Aaron, who stood in the way, as they came forth 
from Pharaoh.” That scene is heavy. The officers of the children of Israel had just come out 
from Pharaoh, and they were wounded by the pressure of Egypt’s system. They had 
appealed to Pharaoh about the unreasonable burden, but Pharaoh had thrown the blame 
back on them and called them idle. He had not softened. He had not listened. He had not 
relieved them. He had hardened the situation and crushed them beneath his policy. Then, 
as they came out, Moses and Aaron stood in the way. 

That meeting place matters. Moses and Aaron are standing between Pharaoh’s throne and 
Israel’s pain. That is where leadership often stands. The servant is not always standing in a 
pulpit with applause. Sometimes he is standing in the way as people come out bruised 



from the very power he has confronted. He becomes the visible person closest to their 
pain. Pharaoh is the oppressor, but Pharaoh is on the throne. Moses is near enough to 
blame. Egypt is guilty, but Moses is accessible. So the bitterness lands on him. 

Moses had to learn that being sent by God places a man in the path of other people’s hurt. 
If he cannot survive that, he cannot lead. Leaders are often blamed not because they 
caused the deepest problem, but because they are standing close when the pain spills out. 
The officers had no power over Pharaoh. They could not make him kind. They could not 
reverse his decree. But they could speak against Moses and Aaron. That is what hurting 
people often do. They aim their anger where they can reach. Moses had to stand there and 
feel it. 

Chapter Two - The People Misread the Cause of Their Trouble 

The officers said, “ye have made our savour to be abhorred in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in 
the eyes of his servants.” They believed Moses and Aaron had caused the trouble. From 
their immediate perspective, that seemed reasonable. Before Moses came, they were 
burdened, but at least straw was given. After Moses spoke to Pharaoh, straw was withheld 
and the same number of bricks was demanded. The timeline was clear in their minds: 
Moses spoke, Pharaoh retaliated, Israel suffered. Therefore Moses was to blame. That is 
how human reasoning works when pain is loud and faith is weak. 

But their reading of the situation was shallow. Pharaoh was always the oppressor. Egypt 
was already cruel before Moses arrived. Israel was already in bondage before “Thus saith 
the LORD” entered Pharaoh’s court. The command of God did not create Pharaoh’s 
wickedness; it exposed it. Moses did not put evil into Pharaoh. The word of the LORD 
brought Pharaoh’s rebellion into the open. The increased burden was not proof that Moses 
was wrong. It was proof that Pharaoh’s heart was hard. But wounded people often misread 
exposure as causation. They think the truth caused the trouble, when the truth only 
uncovered the trouble that was already there. 

This happens constantly in spiritual life. A preacher tells the truth, and the rebel gets 
angrier, so people blame the preacher for the anger. A parent enforces right, and the child 
resists, so the parent is blamed for disturbing the peace. A leader confronts error, and the 
error fights back, so the leader is accused of causing division. No, the division was already 
in the rebellion. The truth simply brought it to the surface. Moses had to learn that 
obedience may make hidden evil visible before it makes circumstances pleasant. The 
people he helped could not see that yet. 

Chapter Three - Hurting People Can Speak Cruelly 



The officers did not merely say, “Moses, we are discouraged.” They said, “The LORD look 
upon you, and judge.” That is strong language. They invoked God’s judgment against Moses 
and Aaron. Think about that. Moses had just risked standing before Pharaoh in obedience 
to the LORD. He had left Midian, faced old fears, carried the rod of God, and spoken the 
message God gave him. Now the very people tied to that deliverance ask the LORD to look 
upon him and judge him. They accuse him of making their savour abhorred and putting a 
sword in the hand of Egypt to slay them. 

That is cruel, but it is also very human. Pain can make people say things they would not say 
in calmer moments. Fear can twist the tongue. Pressure can make a man accuse the wrong 
person. Israel’s officers were not sitting in a classroom calmly organizing doctrine. They 
were beaten men living under tyranny. Their backs felt Pharaoh’s policy. Their people were 
groaning. Their position as officers likely made them feel squeezed between Egypt’s 
demands and Israel’s suffering. Out of that pressure came sharp words. Moses had to take 
the wound without pretending it did not hurt. 

A servant must learn that wounded people are not always careful people. They may speak 
out of fear, exhaustion, bitterness, and confusion. That does not make every accusation 
true. It does not make every cruel word righteous. But it does help explain why leadership 
requires patience. If Moses had answered them in the same spirit, the moment could have 
become a disaster. He could have said, “You ungrateful rebels, I left my life in Midian for 
you.” He could have defended himself and escalated the conflict. Instead, the text moves 
him toward the LORD. That is the safer direction. 

Chapter Four - The People’s Blame Tested Moses’ Calling 

Moses had already faced Pharaoh’s resistance, but now he faces Israel’s blame. That 
combination is dangerous. Opposition from the enemy is expected. Blame from the people 
you are helping is harder to bear. A man can often endure being hated by Pharaoh if Israel 
stands with him. But when Pharaoh resists and Israel blames, the servant feels crushed 
from both sides. Moses is not only fighting the oppressor; he is being misunderstood by the 
oppressed. That is a severe test of calling. 

This tested whether Moses was serving because God sent him or because people 
appreciated him. If Moses needed immediate gratitude from Israel, he would quit. If he 
needed the officers to understand the process, he would collapse. If he needed the 
people’s confidence to sustain him, he would not survive the wilderness. This moment was 
an early taste of what leadership over Israel would involve. They would murmur at the Red 
sea. They would complain about water. They would despise manna. They would accuse 
Moses again and again. Exodus 5 was not an isolated sting; it was a preview. 



Moses had to learn that the call of God must hold a man when people’s approval does not. 
Gratitude is a blessing, but it cannot be the foundation. Understanding from those you help 
is precious, but it is not guaranteed. Leadership cannot be sustained by applause from 
people in pain. It must be sustained by God’s word. Moses had heard God speak from the 
bush. He had received the commission. Now the blame of the officers tested whether the 
bush or the backlash would define him. 

Chapter Five - Moses Returned Unto the LORD 

The best thing Moses did in this passage is found in a simple phrase: “And Moses returned 
unto the LORD.” He had been blamed by the officers. He had seen Pharaoh increase the 
burden. He had watched obedience produce visible trouble. He was confused, grieved, 
and burdened. But he returned unto the LORD. He did not return to Midian. He did not 
return to Pharaoh to renegotiate the command. He did not return to the officers to argue 
every point. He returned unto the LORD. That is leadership survival. 

This does not mean Moses’ words to God were perfect. They were heavy words. “Lord, 
wherefore hast thou so evil entreated this people? why is it that thou hast sent me?” He is 
struggling. He is not giving a polished theological statement from a comfortable chair. He is 
carrying the cries of beaten men, the sting of accusation, and the confusion of a mission 
that seems to have made things worse. But he takes that confusion to God. That is better 
than letting it poison him in silence or explode sideways against the people. 

A servant must learn where to take complaints. If he carries them only in his own heart, 
they will sour him. If he dumps them back on the people, he may wound the wounded. If he 
tries to solve them with fleshly methods, he may repeat Exodus 2. Moses returns unto the 
LORD because the burden is bigger than Moses. That is where a leader belongs when the 
people he helps blame him. Not in self-pity, not in revenge, not in quitting, but before God 
with the whole bloody mess laid open. 

Chapter Six - Moses’ Question Revealed His Burden 

Moses asks, “Lord, wherefore hast thou so evil entreated this people? why is it that thou 
hast sent me?” That question is raw. Some men might want to edit it to make Moses sound 
more religious, but the Bible leaves it there. Moses is not indifferent. He is not merely 
offended that his reputation has been attacked. He is grieved over what has happened to 
the people. He says, “this people.” He sees that they are being hurt. He is trying to reconcile 
God’s promise of deliverance with the visible increase of evil. His question reveals burden, 
confusion, and pain. 

That is important because leadership is not heartless. Moses was not a machine. He was 
not a detached administrator of divine policy. He felt the suffering of Israel. He felt the 



contradiction between the promise and the present condition. He had told Pharaoh God’s 
words, and Pharaoh had done evil to the people. Moses says that plainly: “For since I came 
to Pharaoh to speak in thy name, he hath done evil to this people.” That is not rebellion 
against the existence of God; it is the groan of a servant who cannot yet see the whole 
process. 

There is a kind of false spirituality that pretends a servant should never bring hard 
questions to God. But the Bible is full of men who cried, asked, groaned, and wrestled. The 
key is where the questions go and whether the man remains under God. Moses does not 
understand the delay. He does not understand the worsening. He does not understand why 
obedience has produced greater pain. But he returns unto the LORD with the burden. That 
is not the end of his education; it is part of it. God will answer in the next movement by 
reaffirming what He will do. 

Chapter Seven - The Delay Did Not Cancel Deliverance 

Moses says, “neither hast thou delivered thy people at all.” That is how it looked at that 
moment. Pharaoh had not released Israel. The burdens had increased. The officers were 
angry. The people were hurting. From the visible evidence immediately available, 
deliverance did not seem to be happening. But Moses was judging in the middle of the 
process. He was standing between the promise and the plagues, between the command 
and the Passover, between Pharaoh’s first refusal and the Red sea. He was not wrong about 
what he saw, but he did not yet see enough. 

This is one of the hardest lessons in the life of faith: delay is not denial, and worsening is 
not cancellation. God had not delivered Israel yet, but He had already come down to 
deliver them. He had already spoken. He had already begun confronting Pharaoh. He was 
already moving the pieces into place for judgment. The fact that Moses could not see 
deliverance yet did not mean deliverance was absent from God’s purpose. The story was 
not over because chapter 5 was painful. Exodus 6 was coming. The plagues were coming. 
Passover was coming. The sea was coming. The song was coming. 

Moses had to learn not to draw final conclusions from unfinished chapters. That is a lesson 
for every servant. The people may blame you in chapter 5. Pharaoh may mock you in 
chapter 5. The burdens may increase in chapter 5. Your own heart may cry, “Neither hast 
thou delivered thy people at all” in chapter 5. But God is not finished in chapter 5. A servant 
must survive the unfinished chapter without abandoning the God who wrote the ending 
before the trouble began. 

Conclusion 



When the people you help blame you, leadership becomes a furnace. Moses came to 
deliver Israel, but the first result of confronting Pharaoh was heavier bondage. Israel’s 
officers came out from Pharaoh and met Moses and Aaron in the way. Instead of thanking 
them, they accused them. “The LORD look upon you, and judge,” they said. They believed 
Moses had made their situation worse and put a sword in Egypt’s hand to slay them. That is 
a bitter cup for any servant to drink. 

Moses had to learn that hurting people do not always respond graciously to the man God 
sends. Pain can make people misread the cause of their trouble. Fear can make them 
speak cruelly. Bondage can twist their judgment. The leader becomes the nearest target for 
grief he did not create. That does not make every accusation true, and it does not excuse 
cruelty, but it explains why spiritual leadership requires patience, endurance, and a place 
to carry the burden. Moses could not live off the people’s approval. He had to live under 
God’s command. 

The great mercy in the passage is that Moses returned unto the LORD. He brought the 
confusion, the discouragement, the accusation, and the burden back to God. His words 
were raw, but his direction was right. He did not quit. He did not run back to Midian. He did 
not abandon Israel because Israel misunderstood him. God’s servant must survive the pain 
of being blamed by the very people he is trying to help. Chapter 5 was not the end of the 
Exodus. The blame was real, the burden was real, the discouragement was real, but God 
was not finished. The servant had to keep standing until the God who promised deliverance 
revealed His hand. 

 

 

38 of 40 Lessons Moses Had to Learn in the Desert - The Desert Prepared Him for the 
Desert 

Key Passage: Exodus 13:17-18 
“And it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the people go, that God led them not through 
the way of the land of the Philistines, although that was near; for God said, Lest 
peradventure the people repent when they see war, and they return to Egypt: But God led 
the people about, through the way of the wilderness of the Red sea: and the children of 
Israel went up harnessed out of the land of Egypt.” 

Introduction 

There are no accidents in the school of God. Moses spent forty years in the desert of Midian 
before he led Israel into the wilderness, and that was not wasted time, random 



punishment, or empty exile. God trained Moses in the kind of place where Moses would 
later serve. The very ground that humbled him became the ground where he would lead. 
The very environment that stripped him of Egyptian confidence became the environment 
where he would learn to depend on God for Israel’s daily survival. He did not spend forty 
years in Midian merely because he needed to be hidden from Pharaoh. He spent forty years 
there because God was making him into a man who could survive barren places, slow 
travel, scarcity, flocks, complaints, heat, thirst, isolation, and the long discipline of walking 
by the presence of God instead of the comforts of Egypt. 

Exodus 13:17-18 says God did not lead Israel through the near way of the land of the 
Philistines, although that was near. God chose the wilderness route. That choice is full of 
doctrine and instruction. Israel was not ready for war, not ready for Philistine conflict, not 
ready to handle the nearest road, and not ready to be trusted with a shortcut. The shortest 
path was not the safest path. The nearest road was not the wisest road. God led them 
about through the way of the wilderness of the Red sea. The nation was going into a 
classroom, and Moses had already been trained in that classroom for forty years. Israel 
was about to enter a wilderness Moses knew by experience. 

Moses had to learn that God’s preparation often matches the future assignment more 
closely than a man realizes while he is living through it. The same desert that felt like exile 
became practical training. The same sheep paths that looked insignificant became 
leadership school. The same slow years that seemed hidden became preparation for 
guiding a nation that would not move quickly, think clearly, trust easily, or obey 
consistently. What looked like wasted wilderness time was actually God’s practical training 
for leading a nation through the wilderness by His presence and provision. The desert 
prepared him for the desert. 

Chapter One - God Chose the Wilderness Route on Purpose 

Exodus 13 says God did not lead Israel by the near way, although it was near. That is a 
sentence that ruins shallow thinking about God’s guidance. Men assume the shortest road 
must be the right road. They think efficiency is the same as wisdom. They think if God is 
leading, He will always choose the path that saves time, avoids difficulty, and looks 
sensible on a map. But the Bible says God deliberately avoided the near way. He led Israel 
another way. He led them through the wilderness. God’s route was not accidental. It was 
chosen. 

The reason given is also important: “Lest peradventure the people repent when they see 
war, and they return to Egypt.” God knew the condition of the people He was leading. They 
had come out of bondage, but bondage had left marks on them. They were not ready for the 



shock of immediate war. They might have turned back toward Egypt if confronted too soon 
with the wrong kind of pressure. God’s path accounted for their weakness. The long way 
was mercy, even if it looked harder. The wilderness was not proof that God had lost 
direction. It was proof that God knew His people better than they knew themselves. 

Moses had to lead a people on a route they would not naturally choose. That required a 
man who had already learned that God’s way is not always the near way. Moses’ own life 
had taken the long road. He had thought deliverance might come through his hand in Egypt, 
but God sent him to Midian for forty years. That was not the near way. That was the 
wilderness way. Now the man who had lived the long way would lead a nation along the 
long way. His biography had already preached the doctrine of Exodus 13 before Israel ever 
walked it. 

Chapter Two - Midian Was Not Wasted Time 

From the standpoint of human ambition, Midian could have looked like wasted time. Forty 
years is a long time to keep sheep after being raised in Pharaoh’s house. Forty years is a 
long time to live away from the center of history while your people groan in bondage. Forty 
years is a long time for a man to age, work, marry, raise children, and settle into obscurity. 
The flesh looks at that and says, “Wasted.” God looks at it and says, “Prepared.” The 
difference is whether the eye sees only visibility or whether it sees providence. 

Midian taught Moses what Egypt never could. Egypt taught him the wisdom of Egyptians, 
but Midian taught him the ways of wilderness life. Egypt taught him court culture, but 
Midian taught him barren ground. Egypt taught him how rulers think, but Midian taught him 
how flocks move. Egypt showed him power, but Midian showed him dependence. Egypt 
gave him status, but Midian gave him patience. Egypt made him somebody, but Midian 
made him usable. Every slow day with Jethro’s flock was another lesson in the kind of 
leadership Israel would later require. 

Moses had to learn that hidden years are not wasted when God is in them. He could not 
see the full use of Midian while walking through it. He may not have known that every desert 
mile, every thirsty place, every slow flock, every lonely night, and every practical lesson in 
survival would later matter. But God knew. A man may not understand the assignment 
while he is being prepared for it. The preparation often feels disconnected until the future 
reveals why the classroom was chosen. Midian was not wasted time. It was the wilderness 
preparing Moses for the wilderness. 

Chapter Three - The Shepherd Learned the Pace of the People 

A shepherd learns that flocks do not move like armies. Sheep wander. Sheep slow down. 
Sheep need water, rest, direction, correction, and patience. A prince can issue commands 



and expect instant movement. A shepherd learns that leadership is often slower than 
command. Moses spent forty years learning the pace of living creatures in barren places. 
That mattered because Israel in the wilderness would not move like a disciplined army with 
perfect faith. They would move like a troublesome flock. They would hesitate, complain, 
fear, hunger, thirst, wander in their hearts, and need constant direction. 

This is why shepherd training was more fitting than palace training for the wilderness years. 
In Egypt, Moses learned the ways of power. In Midian, he learned the ways of care. Israel 
did not merely need a man who could confront Pharaoh. They needed a man who could 
endure people. Pharaoh was one problem. Israel would be another. Pharaoh’s resistance 
was fierce, but Israel’s murmuring was continual. A man who could speak to a king but 
could not bear with a flock would not survive the wilderness. God made Moses a shepherd 
before He made him Israel’s leader. 

Moses had to learn that people move slowly. They do not always understand after one 
sermon. They do not always trust after one miracle. They can sing on one side of the sea 
and complain a few days later. They can see water come from a rock and still fear the next 
thirst. The shepherd years taught Moses that leadership requires repetition, patience, 
vigilance, and endurance. The desert prepared him for the people because sheep had 
already taught him what princes never learn. 

Chapter Four - Scarcity Became a Classroom of Dependence 

The wilderness is a place of scarcity. There are no Egyptian storehouses along the road. No 
settled fields, no predictable supplies, no comfortable infrastructure, no easy water, no 
pleasant security. Midian had taught Moses what scarcity feels like. He knew barren 
places. He knew the need for water. He knew the limits of human planning in a desert. He 
knew that the wilderness was not impressed by a man’s résumé. You can be educated in all 
the wisdom of the Egyptians and still be thirsty in the desert. Scarcity humbles everybody. 

This mattered because Israel would face scarcity almost immediately. They would need 
water, bread, flesh, guidance, protection, and endurance. God would provide manna. God 
would bring water from the rock. God would guide by cloud and fire. God would sustain 
them in ways no human system could manufacture. But Moses had to lead them through 
the pressure points where scarcity exposed unbelief. The wilderness would show what was 
in their hearts. Scarcity is not only a lack of supplies; it is an x-ray of faith. 

Moses had learned in Midian that the desert cannot be mastered by pride. You survive 
barren places by dependence, direction, and patience. That was exactly what Israel 
needed to learn. Deuteronomy later says God led them in the wilderness to humble them, 
prove them, and teach them that man doth not live by bread only, but by every word that 



proceedeth out of the mouth of the LORD. Moses had already been enrolled in that lesson 
for decades. The desert had trained him to understand that provision must come from God, 
not Egypt. 

Chapter Five - The Environment That Humbled Him Became the Place He Served 

The desert had humbled Moses. It stripped him of palace identity, public prominence, and 
youthful haste. It buried the prince and formed the shepherd. But later, that same kind of 
environment became the place where Moses served God’s people. That is one of the 
remarkable ways God works. The place of humbling became the place of usefulness. The 
environment that seemed to reduce him became the environment where his reduction 
made him fit for service. God did not waste the pain of the place. He turned the classroom 
into the field of ministry. 

Many men want God to use them somewhere that has nothing to do with the place that 
humbled them. They want to graduate from the painful classroom and never see that kind 
of ground again. But God often takes the lessons learned in the breaking place and uses 
them in the serving place. The man who was humbled by loneliness may later help lonely 
people. The man who was taught through lack may later minister wisely in lean seasons. 
The man who learned patience in obscurity may later endure slow people without 
destroying them. The environment that broke him becomes the environment where he can 
be trusted. 

Moses had to learn that Midian was not merely behind him. Midian was inside him as 
preparation. The desert had written lessons into his bones. He would carry those lessons 
into the wilderness with Israel. He did not serve because the desert had been pleasant. He 
served because the desert had been profitable under God’s hand. The place that humbled 
him became the place where he could lead others without trusting Egypt’s methods. That is 
the wisdom of God. 

Chapter Six - The Wilderness Required Presence, Not Human Machinery 

The wilderness journey could not be led by Egyptian machinery. Egypt had systems, 
taskmasters, supply chains, monuments, administrative structures, armies, and 
storehouses. The wilderness had none of that. Israel would be led by the presence of God: 
a pillar of cloud by day and fire by night. Moses had to lead a nation in a place where human 
machinery could not substitute for divine presence. That was the perfect continuation of 
what God had already taught him at the bush: “Certainly I will be with thee.” 

This is one reason the wilderness route was so doctrinally powerful. If Israel had gone by a 
road that seemed manageable in human terms, they might have trusted logistics. In the 
wilderness, dependence became unavoidable. They needed God for direction every day. 



They needed God for food every morning. They needed God for water where no water 
seemed available. They needed God for protection when enemies came. The desert 
stripped away illusions. It forced the issue: either the LORD is with them, or they are 
finished. 

Moses had already learned that lesson personally. He had no army, no throne, no scepter, 
no Egyptian authority, and no worldly leverage. He had the presence and promise of God. 
Now Israel as a nation would have to learn the same thing. Moses’ personal classroom 
became Israel’s national classroom. The wilderness was too big for man, but not too big for 
God. The desert prepared Moses to lead not by machinery, but by presence. 

Chapter Seven - Preparation Makes Sense When the Assignment Arrives 

A man often understands preparation only after the assignment arrives. While Moses was 
keeping sheep in Midian, he may not have known that those years were training him for 
Israel’s wilderness. He may have thought his life had narrowed permanently. He may have 
thought Egypt was finished and his future was simply shepherding until death. But when 
God led Israel through the wilderness, Midian made sense. The routes, barrenness, waiting, 
sheep, scarcity, and solitude were no longer random fragments. They were pieces of 
preparation. 

This is a comfort to any servant who looks at his life and wonders why God allowed certain 
long seasons. The answer may not appear while the season is happening. Joseph did not 
see the full purpose of the pit and prison while he was in them. David did not see the full 
shape of the throne while hiding in caves. Moses did not see the full use of Midian while 
walking behind sheep. God does not always explain the curriculum while He is teaching it. 
But the future often reveals that the lessons were not wasted. 

Moses had to learn that God prepares with precision. The preparation may feel strange, 
long, humbling, and hidden, but God knows the future assignment. He knows the kind of 
terrain a man will have to walk. He knows the kind of people he will have to lead. He knows 
the kind of pressures he will have to endure. He knows whether the man needs a palace, a 
prison, a field, a cave, a desert, or a flock. Moses needed a desert because he would lead 
through a desert. When the assignment arrived, the training made sense. 

Conclusion 

The desert prepared Moses for the desert. That is the lesson of Exodus 13:17-18 when 
viewed through the long preparation of Moses in Midian. God did not lead Israel by the 
nearest road. He led them through the way of the wilderness of the Red sea. That 
wilderness route was not accidental, and neither were Moses’ wilderness years. The same 



kind of environment that humbled Moses became the environment where he would serve. 
Midian had been the classroom; Israel’s wilderness journey became the assignment. 

What looked like wasted time was practical training. Moses learned desert life, scarcity, 
patience, routes, flocks, slowness, survival, and dependence in barren places. He learned 
that a man cannot live by Egyptian confidence in the wilderness. He learned that 
leadership is not merely command; it is endurance, care, correction, patience, and 
dependence on the presence of God. Those lessons were not ornamental. They were 
necessary. God had trained him in the terrain where he would later lead. 

God’s preparation often matches the future assignment more closely than we realize. The 
place that humbles a man may become the place where God uses him. The long season 
that feels disconnected may be fitting him for a burden he cannot yet see. Moses could not 
have led Israel through the wilderness as the unbroken prince of Egypt. He had to become 
the shepherd of Midian first. The desert prepared him for the desert, and what men would 
have called wasted years became the wisdom of God written into the life of His servant. 

 

 

39 of 40 Lessons Moses Had to Learn in the Desert - Eighty Years Old and Finally Ready 

Key Passage: Exodus 7:7 
“And Moses was fourscore years old, and Aaron fourscore and three years old, when they 
spake unto Pharaoh.” 

Introduction 

There is a sentence in Exodus 7:7 that ought to bury a whole cemetery full of human 
assumptions: “And Moses was fourscore years old... when they spake unto Pharaoh.” 
Fourscore means eighty. Moses was eighty years old when he stood before the throne of 
Egypt and entered the public conflict that would define his ministry. In man’s thinking, 
eighty sounds late. Eighty sounds past the prime, past the momentum, past the visible 
usefulness, past the strong years, past the season of starting something great. Men 
worship youth, speed, energy, visibility, platforms, public momentum, and immediate 
productivity. God looked at an eighty-year-old shepherd with forty years of Egypt behind 
him and forty years of Midian behind him and said, in effect, “Now.” 

That verse is a rebuke to the way flesh measures readiness. At forty, Moses looked ready to 
men. He had Egyptian education, physical strength, palace background, courage, and a 
burning burden for his people. Acts 7:22 says he was “learned in all the wisdom of the 
Egyptians, and was mighty in words and in deeds.” But God did not send him then. At forty, 



Moses had ability wrapped in self-confidence. At eighty, he had weakness wrapped in 
God’s promise. At forty, he had enough strength to kill one Egyptian and hide him in the 
sand. At eighty, he had enough brokenness to hold the rod of God and stand before 
Pharaoh as a servant. God was not late. Moses was not discarded. The first eighty years 
were preparation. 

Moses had to learn that usefulness is not determined by youthful energy, public 
momentum, or human timelines. God’s clock is not man’s clock. Men look at age and 
calculate decline. God looks at preparation and appoints the hour. Pharaoh could look at 
Moses and see an old shepherd. Egypt could see a man with no army, no office, no scepter, 
no palace authority, and no worldly leverage. But when God says a man is ready, no 
Pharaoh can dismiss him as too old. The breath in Moses’ body, the rod in Moses’ hand, 
and the word of God in Moses’ mouth were enough. Eighty years old, and finally ready. 

Chapter One - Man Calls Eighty Too Late 

Human wisdom is obsessed with deadlines God never signed. Men say a life must follow a 
certain schedule: trained by this age, successful by this age, established by this age, 
influential by this age, retired by this age, forgotten by this age. They talk as though God is 
bound to the calendar of human ambition. By that standard, Moses’ greatest work began 
absurdly late. Eighty years old is not the age men usually choose for a national deliverer. It 
is not the age flesh imagines for confronting an empire. It is not the age Egypt would have 
feared. But God is not intimidated by man’s charts. 

The world measures usefulness by visible vigor. It wants the young face, the rising star, the 
impressive platform, the energetic personality, the polished public image, and the 
appearance of unlimited future. God does not despise youth, but He does not worship it. 
He used David as a young man, Jeremiah from the womb, Daniel in youth, and Timothy in 
ministry while still young enough to be despised by some. But He also used Abraham in old 
age, Caleb with mountain strength at eighty-five, Anna in aged widowhood, and Moses at 
eighty. God is not trapped in one season of human life. He owns all seasons. 

Moses had to learn that age is not sovereign. Pharaoh’s throne was not safe because Moses 
was old. Egypt’s gods were not secure because Moses’ beard had whitened. Israel’s 
deliverance was not cancelled because the deliverer had spent decades in obscurity. 
When God sends, the age of the servant is not the final matter. The final matter is the word, 
presence, and power of God. Man calls eighty too late. God called it time. 

Chapter Two - The First Forty Years Were Not Wasted 

Moses’ first forty years in Egypt were not wasted. They were not the whole preparation, but 
they were part of it. God allowed Moses to be raised inside the very empire he would later 



confront. He learned Egypt’s language, order, power, pride, wisdom, court life, and 
systems. He saw the inside of the machinery. He knew the world Pharaoh inhabited. Acts 
7:22 says he was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians. That background did not 
qualify him by itself, but it was not meaningless. God was writing preparation into his life 
before Moses understood the assignment. 

The danger was that Egypt’s training could produce confidence in Egypt’s methods. That is 
why the first forty years could not be the end of preparation. Egyptian wisdom could inform 
Moses, but it could not sanctify him. Palace life could expose him to power, but it could not 
teach him meekness. Education could sharpen his mind, but it could not cleanse his hand. 
Public ability could make him mighty in words and deeds, but it could not make him 
dependent on God. The first forty years gave him knowledge, but knowledge without 
brokenness can make a man dangerous. 

Still, those years were not thrown away. God often uses even the parts of a man’s life that 
later need to be humbled. Moses’ knowledge of Egypt, his understanding of power, and his 
awareness of Israel’s affliction all had their place under providence. The problem was not 
that Moses had been trained. The problem was that training alone was not enough. The first 
forty years put things into Moses. The next forty would take things out. Both were 
preparation. 

Chapter Three - The Second Forty Years Were Not Wasted 

The second forty years in Midian looked even more wasted to the natural eye. A man who 
had been learned in all the wisdom of Egypt was keeping sheep in the desert. A man once 
connected to Pharaoh’s house was living under Jethro’s roof. A man who had dreamed of 
deliverance was walking slow paths behind a flock. The world would call that a loss. God 
called it school. Midian did what Egypt could not do. It humbled Moses, slowed Moses, 
quieted Moses, and taught Moses the ways of wilderness life. 

Those years trained him for the real assignment. Israel would not simply need a man who 
understood Egypt; they would need a man who understood the desert. They would need a 
leader who knew scarcity, heat, distance, patience, animals, people who moved slowly, 
and survival in barren places. They would need a man who had been stripped of the notion 
that human strength could carry God’s work. Midian was not a holding cell for a forgotten 
servant. It was a seminary without stained glass, a classroom without applause, a training 
ground with sand for a floor and sheep for instructors. 

Moses had to learn that hidden preparation is still preparation. The years nobody claps for 
may be the years God uses most deeply. The days that look repetitive may be carving 
endurance into the soul. The ordinary responsibilities may be teaching faithfulness. The 



loneliness may be removing performance. The long silence may be killing ambition. Midian 
was not wasted. It was God taking the Egypt out of Moses before sending Moses back into 
Egypt. 

Chapter Four - Readiness Is Not the Same as Ability 

At forty, Moses had ability. At eighty, Moses had readiness. Those are not the same thing. 
Ability is what a man can do. Readiness is what a man can be trusted to do under God. 
Ability may act quickly, speak strongly, organize impressively, and attract attention. 
Readiness has been tested, humbled, corrected, and brought under authority. Moses had 
ability when he killed the Egyptian. He had readiness when he stood before Pharaoh with 
“Thus saith the LORD.” That difference took forty years of desert discipline. 

Many gifted men are not ready men. They can speak, but they cannot submit. They can 
lead, but they cannot wait. They can fight, but they cannot obey. They can gather followers, 
but they cannot shepherd souls. They can quote truth, but they cannot endure correction. 
They can move a crowd, but they cannot carry a burden. God is not impressed with raw 
ability the way men are. He knows what ability can do when pride holds the reins. Moses’ 
first attempt proved that gifted flesh can still bury evidence in the sand. 

God made Moses ready by draining the poison out of his self-confidence. The question was 
not whether Moses had natural capacity. The question was whether he had been brought 
low enough for God’s power to be seen. Eighty-year-old Moses may not have looked as 
naturally impressive as forty-year-old Moses, but he was far safer in the hand of God. 
Readiness is not measured by what a man can do in himself. It is measured by whether he 
can obey God without stealing the glory. 

Chapter Five - Youthful Energy Is Not the Measure of Usefulness 

Youthful energy can be a blessing, but it is a terrible god. Moses had youthful strength once, 
and it was not enough. He had the kind of physical vigor that could strike an Egyptian dead, 
but that did not deliver Israel. He had energy, urgency, and courage, but they were not 
governed by God’s timing. The result was failure, fear, and flight. Energy without submission 
is not spiritual power. It may look bold, but it can create damage that takes years to heal. 

God’s work often requires more than energy. It requires endurance. Israel’s deliverance was 
not a one-day confrontation. It involved repeated appearances before Pharaoh, plagues, 
pressure, Passover, the Red sea, wilderness leadership, murmuring people, intercession, 
law, judgment, and forty more years of carrying a nation. Youthful energy might charge into 
the first battle, but endurance is needed for the long road. Moses’ age did not disqualify him 
because God was not looking merely for excitement. He was sending a man into a burden 
that required depth. 



This is an encouragement to believers who think their usefulness is over because their 
youthful strength is gone. God is not limited to the season when a man feels naturally 
powerful. He may use aged wisdom, seasoned patience, broken pride, deepened prayer, 
and long-tested faith in ways youthful energy could never sustain. A man may have less 
speed but more discernment, less flash but more faithfulness, less noise but more weight. 
Moses was eighty, but the rod of God was in his hand. That is better than youth without 
God. 

Chapter Six - God’s Clock Is Not Man’s Clock 

The life of Moses exposes the foolishness of man’s clock. Forty years in Egypt. Forty years 
in Midian. Then the public deliverance begins. Man would have rushed the schedule. Man 
would have said forty years in Egypt was enough. Man would have said the burden was 
urgent and the people could not wait. Man would have said the desert years were too long. 
But God’s timing was exact. He knew when Israel’s cry would rise, when Pharaoh’s hour of 
judgment would come, when Moses’ pride had been broken, and when the mission would 
begin. 

God’s clock is not slow. It is holy. The problem is that men judge time by impatience. God 
judges time by purpose. Men ask, “Why not now?” God asks nothing, because He already 
knows the end from the beginning. Ecclesiastes says, “To every thing there is a season, and 
a time to every purpose under the heaven.” Moses’ life proves it. There was a time to be 
hidden in the ark, a time to be raised in Pharaoh’s house, a time to flee, a time to keep 
sheep, a time to see the bush, a time to return, and a time to stand before Pharaoh. None of 
those seasons surprised God. 

Moses had to learn to stop measuring his life by man’s deadlines. He had to stop thinking 
the calling died because decades passed. He had to stop assuming usefulness must look a 
certain way by a certain age. God was working through the years, not around them. The first 
eighty years were not a delay in God’s plan. They were the preparation inside God’s plan. 
When the clock of heaven struck, Moses stood before Pharaoh at exactly the right age. 

Chapter Seven - Pharaoh Could Not Dismiss a Man God Sent 

Pharaoh may have seen an old man. He may have seen a shepherd. He may have seen a 
fugitive from the past with no army and no worldly leverage. He may have thought Moses 
was ridiculous. But Pharaoh’s opinion had no authority over God’s commission. When God 
sends a man, no Pharaoh can dismiss him as too old. Pharaoh’s throne could not 
determine Moses’ usefulness. Egypt’s standards could not define God’s servant. The age of 
Moses did not weaken the word of the LORD. 



This is the great reversal of Exodus 7:7. The old man stands before the king, but the king is 
the one in danger. Moses is eighty, but Pharaoh is the one running out of time. Moses has a 
rod, but Pharaoh’s scepter is the weaker object. Moses comes with “Thus saith the LORD,” 
while Pharaoh comes with “Who is the LORD?” That contest is already decided. The age of 
the servant does not matter when the eternal God owns the mission. I AM is greater than 
Pharaoh’s dynasty and greater than Moses’ years. 

Moses had to learn that God’s call outranks man’s dismissal. People may think a man is too 
old, too late, too ordinary, too forgotten, too damaged, too slow, or too far past his prime. 
God is not bound by their verdict. If the LORD sends, the servant stands. If the LORD 
speaks, the servant carries the word. If the LORD empowers, the servant’s weakness 
becomes a stage for divine power. Pharaoh could scoff at Moses’ age if he wanted, but the 
plagues would not listen to Pharaoh’s scoffing. 

Conclusion 

Moses was fourscore years old when he spoke unto Pharaoh. That one fact should correct 
a thousand carnal assumptions about usefulness, timing, and age. In man’s thinking, 
eighty sounds too late. In God’s timing, it was exactly right. Moses’ life had been divided by 
God into seasons: forty years in Egypt, forty years in Midian, and then the great public 
calling that would lead Israel out of bondage and through the wilderness. The first eighty 
years were not wasted. They were preparation. 

God’s clock is not man’s clock. Men worship youth, momentum, visibility, speed, and 
public success. God values obedience, preparation, humility, faithfulness, and 
dependence. At forty, Moses had ability but not readiness. At eighty, he had been humbled 
enough to carry the rod of God and speak the word of God without thinking the deliverance 
depended on Moses. That made him more useful, not less. The desert did not end his 
usefulness; it prepared it. 

When God says a man is ready, no Pharaoh can dismiss him as too old. Age does not 
cancel the word of God. A long hidden season does not cancel the call of God. Past failure 
does not overrule present obedience. The servant’s timeline is not in Egypt’s hands, man’s 
hands, or even his own hands. It is in God’s hands. Moses was eighty years old and finally 
ready, because readiness is not determined by human clocks, but by the God who sends. 

 

 

40 of 40 Lessons Moses Had to Learn in the Desert - God Buried the Prince to Raise the 
Shepherd 



Key Passage: Exodus 3:1-2 
“Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law, the priest of Midian: and he led the 
flock to the backside of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, even to Horeb. And 
the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush...” 

Introduction 

The final lesson in this series brings us back to the backside of the desert, where the whole 
public calling of Moses begins to open before our eyes. Exodus 3:1 does not show Moses 
standing in Pharaoh’s court, holding an Egyptian scepter, wearing royal clothing, or 
commanding armies. It shows him keeping the flock of Jethro his father in law. It shows him 
leading sheep to the backside of the desert. It shows him arriving at Horeb, the mountain of 
God. That is the setting of the burning bush. Not a palace. Not a university. Not a royal 
council. Not a political platform. A shepherd, a flock, a desert, a mountain, and a bush on 
fire because God was in it. That scene is the divine answer to forty years of hidden 
preparation. The bush was not the beginning of God’s work in Moses. It was the graduation 
after forty years of God’s hidden schooling. 

Moses’ desert years were not a tragic footnote. They were the making of the man. Egypt 
made Moses impressive, but Midian made him useful. Egypt gave him learning, visibility, 
power, court familiarity, and worldly credentials. Midian gave him humility, patience, 
obscurity, dependence, shepherd instincts, and the ability to endure barren places. Egypt 
taught him how princes think. Midian taught him how sheep move. Egypt gave him enough 
confidence to strike one Egyptian and hide him in the sand. Midian took that confidence 
apart piece by piece until the man who once acted too soon would later ask, “Who am I?” 
God buried the prince of Egypt so He could raise the shepherd of Israel. 

This is the great principle of the whole series: God does not waste obscurity, delay, failure, 
shepherding, silence, or desert miles. He uses them to empty the servant, reveal Himself, 
and send the man back with nothing but God’s word, God’s presence, and God’s power. 
Moses had to lose what Egypt gave him before he could carry what God gave him. He had 
to be hidden before he could be sent. He had to become nothing before God would make 
him the visible instrument of national deliverance. The desert did not destroy Moses’ 
calling. The desert purified it. The prince had to die in Midian so the shepherd could stand 
before Pharaoh with the rod of God in his hand. 

Chapter One - Egypt Made Him Impressive, but Not Ready 

Acts 7:22 says Moses “was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in 
words and in deeds.” That is an impressive statement. Moses was no ignorant man. He had 
training, intelligence, exposure, ability, and public strength. Egypt gave him the kind of 



preparation men would admire. If a committee had been choosing Israel’s deliverer by 
sight, Moses at forty might have looked like the obvious candidate. He had Hebrew blood, 
Egyptian access, high education, and enough courage to identify with his afflicted brethren. 
To man, that looked like readiness. 

But the Bible exposes the difference between impressiveness and readiness. Moses went 
out, saw an Egyptian smiting a Hebrew, looked this way and that way, killed the Egyptian, 
and hid him in the sand. That is not readiness. That is zeal mixed with flesh. That is burden 
without commission. That is courage without submission. That is human strength trying to 
perform divine deliverance without divine timing. Egypt had made Moses capable, but not 
clean; bold, but not broken; informed, but not surrendered. He could strike a man, but he 
could not yet lead a nation. 

God was not fooled by Moses’ impressive résumé. He knew what was in the man. He knew 
the pride, haste, temper, assumption, and self-confidence that still clung to the prince of 
Egypt. The flesh loves to look at training and say, “Ready.” God looks deeper. He looks at the 
hand, the heart, the timing, the submission, the obedience, and the dependence. Moses at 
forty had ability. Moses at eighty had been made usable. Egypt made him impressive, but 
not ready. That is why God buried the prince. 

Chapter Two - Failure Became the Funeral of the Wrong Moses 

Moses’ first attempt at deliverance failed, but the failure was not the death of God’s 
purpose. It was the funeral of the wrong Moses. When Pharaoh heard the matter and 
sought to slay him, Moses fled from Egypt. To the natural eye, the story looked ruined. A 
dead Egyptian in the sand, a rejected deliverer, a royal fugitive, a lost identity, and a long 
road into Midian. That is how failure often looks at first: final, shameful, and impossible to 
recover from. But God was not finished. He was not cancelling the calling; He was killing 
the method. 

The younger Moses had to die. Not physically, but spiritually in terms of self-confidence 
and fleshly assumption. The Moses who thought one strike could begin deliverance had to 
be buried. The Moses who looked this way and that way but not up had to be humbled. The 
Moses who supposed his brethren would understand had to learn that supposition is not 
commission. The Moses who hid evidence in the sand had to learn that sand can cover but 
cannot cleanse. Failure became the shovel God used to bury the prince’s confidence. 

That is one of the severe mercies of God. He may let a man’s first attempt collapse because 
the attempt would have ruined the man if it had succeeded. If Moses had succeeded by 
flesh, he might have believed flesh was the way. If Israel had rallied around his violence, 
Moses might never have learned the difference between private force and divine judgment. 



The failure hurt, but it saved the mission from being carried in the wrong spirit. God used 
failure to bury the wrong Moses so the right Moses could be formed in obscurity. 

Chapter Three - Midian Was God’s Hidden Seminary 

Midian was not wasted ground. It was God’s hidden seminary. There were no crowds, no 
applause, no Egyptian court, no visible ministry, no public platform, and no national 
movement. There was Jethro’s household, Zipporah, Gershom, another man’s sheep, 
desert paths, silence, repetition, and time. That does not look like seminary to the flesh, 
but God’s best classrooms often have no stained glass. Midian taught lessons Egypt could 
never teach. It taught Moses to wait. It taught him to walk slowly. It taught him to care for 
sheep. It taught him that barren places expose a man’s dependence. It taught him that 
leadership is not merely command, but patience. 

Forty years is a long time to be hidden. Forty years is long enough for old dreams to fade, 
old strength to age, old reputation to vanish, and old confidence to be drained. But those 
years were not empty. God was forming a shepherd. Moses was learning the exact 
environment where he would later lead Israel. The desert prepared him for the desert. The 
flocks prepared him for a nation that would behave like a flock. The scarcity prepared him 
for manna, water from the rock, and daily dependence. The silence prepared him to hear 
God when the bush burned. 

Men often despise hidden schooling because they cannot see immediate fruit. They want 
visibility now, usefulness now, vindication now, success now. God is not in a hurry. He knew 
what Moses would face. He knew Pharaoh, Israel, the wilderness, Sinai, rebellion, 
murmuring, and forty more years of leadership. A shallow man could not survive that. A 
merely impressive man could not carry that. Midian was the hidden seminary where God 
made Moses deep enough to endure the assignment. The desert was not a detour from 
preparation. It was preparation. 

Chapter Four - The Burning Bush Was Graduation, Not Beginning 

When the bush burned in Exodus 3, it may look like the beginning of Moses’ calling, but it 
was actually the public unveiling after long preparation. God had been working before the 
flame appeared. He had worked in the ark on the Nile, in Pharaoh’s house, in Moses’ 
burden for Israel, in the collapse of the first attempt, in the flight to Midian, in the well 
where Moses met the daughters of Reuel, in marriage, fatherhood, shepherding, and forty 
years of hidden discipline. The burning bush did not begin God’s interest in Moses. It 
announced that the season of preparation had reached its appointed hour. 

That is why the setting is so important. Moses is not idle when the bush burns. He is 
keeping the flock. He is doing ordinary work. He is faithful in the low place. God meets him 



in the path of duty, not in a self-promotional campaign. The bush burns while Moses is 
leading sheep in the backside of the desert. God often lets the holy interruption come while 
a man is doing the ordinary thing faithfully. The supernatural call did not despise the 
ordinary obedience that preceded it. It crowned it. 

Moses had to learn that divine fire does not need human scenery. The bush was common, 
but God was in it. The place was remote, but God made it holy. The man was hidden, but 
God called him by name. That is the way the LORD works. He can take a common bush, a 
common rod, a slow tongue, an old shepherd, and a backside desert, then turn them into 
the opening scene of one of the greatest deliverances in Scripture. The burning bush was 
graduation day. The hidden schooling was over. The shepherd was ready to be sent. 

Chapter Five - God Emptied the Servant Before Sending Him Back 

Before Moses went back to Egypt, God emptied him. He emptied him of Egyptian identity. 
He emptied him of youthful haste. He emptied him of the idea that deliverance would rest 
on his natural strength. He emptied him of confidence in his own hand, his own mouth, his 
own past, and his own timing. At the bush, Moses no longer sounds like the man who once 
assumed he could deliver Israel by force. He says, “Who am I?” He asks what name he 
should give. He fears Israel will not believe. He objects about his mouth. Some of those 
objections go too far, but they show the man has been reduced. The prince has been 
brought low. 

God did not empty Moses to leave him empty. He emptied him so He could fill the mission 
with Himself. Into Moses’ insufficiency God placed “Certainly I will be with thee.” Into 
Moses’ uncertainty God revealed “I AM THAT I AM.” Into Moses’ ordinary hand God placed 
the rod of God. Into Moses’ fear of speech God said, “I will be with thy mouth.” Into Moses’ 
return to Egypt God put divine command. The stripping was not cruelty. It was preparation 
for presence. God removed Moses’ false foundations so the true foundation would stand 
alone. 

This is the pattern of real service. God does not need a servant inflated with self-
importance. He needs a vessel emptied of self-trust. The treasure is not the earthen vessel; 
the treasure is what God puts in it. Moses had to become a man who would not confuse 
himself with the Deliverer. He was the instrument. The LORD was the Redeemer, Judge, 
Commander, and Covenant Keeper. God emptied the servant before sending him back 
because only an emptied man could carry that kind of glory without claiming it as his own. 

Chapter Six - The Shepherd Could Stand Where the Prince Failed 

The prince failed in Egypt, but the shepherd returned to Egypt and stood. That is one of the 
great reversals in Moses’ life. The prince had education, status, and youthful force, but he 



could not deliver Israel. The shepherd had age, weakness, obscurity, and a rod, but he 
came with God’s word. The prince looked around and acted privately. The shepherd stood 
before Pharaoh and spoke publicly. The prince buried an Egyptian in the sand. The 
shepherd watched God bury Pharaoh’s army in the sea. The prince was acting ahead of 
God. The shepherd moved under God’s command. 

This does not mean shepherding made Moses powerful in himself. It means shepherding 
was part of God’s way of making him usable. The shepherd had learned patience. He had 
learned dependence. He had learned that living things move slowly. He had learned that 
barren places require provision beyond man. He had learned the humiliation of caring for 
another man’s flock. He had learned the weight of family, exile, and hidden duty. Those 
lessons created a man who could stand in a way the prince could not. The prince had 
strength. The shepherd had been subdued. 

Moses had to learn that the place of failure could be faced again, but not in the old way. He 
went back to Egypt not to prove that the prince still had it, but to show that the LORD had 
sent him. He did not return with a sword, but with a rod. He did not return with “I was,” but 
with “I AM.” He did not return with Egyptian leverage, but with “Thus saith the LORD.” The 
shepherd could stand where the prince failed because the shepherd no longer trusted the 
prince. He trusted the God who spoke from the bush. 

Chapter Seven - God Does Not Waste Desert Miles 

The whole series ends here: God does not waste desert miles. He did not waste Moses’ 
obscurity. He did not waste the silence. He did not waste the waiting. He did not waste the 
failure. He did not waste Jethro’s flock. He did not waste Gershom’s name and the ache of 
being a stranger in a strange land. He did not waste the slow pace of sheep. He did not 
waste the backside of the desert. He did not waste the rod in Moses’ hand. He did not 
waste the questions, fears, exposures, corrections, or even the painful lessons about 
private obedience before public service. God used all of it. 

This principle must be believed because the desert often feels meaningless while a man is 
in it. Obscurity feels like being forgotten. Delay feels like denial. Failure feels like finality. 
Silence feels like abandonment. Shepherding feels beneath a man who remembers Egypt. 
Desert miles feel like circles. But under God, those things are not wasted. They are tools. 
God uses obscurity to kill performance. He uses delay to kill impatience. He uses failure to 
kill self-confidence. He uses shepherding to teach care. He uses silence to train the ear. He 
uses the desert to remove the taste of Egypt from the mouth of His servant. 

Moses had to learn that the God of the bush had been the God of the whole road. The LORD 
was not absent during the forty years. He was not waiting helplessly for Moses to figure out 



his future. He was preparing a man. When the moment came, God sent Moses back with 
nothing Egypt would respect and everything heaven required: God’s word, God’s presence, 
and God’s power. That is the great principle. God buries what must die so He can raise what 
He intends to use. He buried the prince to raise the shepherd. 

Conclusion 

The desert years of Moses were not a tragic footnote. They were the making of the man. 
Egypt made him impressive, but Midian made him useful. Egypt trained his mind, but 
Midian humbled his spirit. Egypt gave him access to power, but Midian taught him 
dependence on God. Egypt showed him how empires operate, but Midian taught him how 
sheep wander. Egypt produced a man mighty in words and deeds, but Midian produced a 
man meek enough to be sent. God buried the prince of Egypt so He could raise the 
shepherd of Israel. 

The burning bush was not the beginning of God’s preparation; it was the graduation after 
forty years of hidden schooling. The flame appeared after the man had been broken, 
slowed, emptied, and made ready. The bush burned after the prince had died in the desert 
and the shepherd had been formed. God did not call Moses from the palace at forty. He 
called him from the backside of the desert at eighty. That is not wasted time. That is divine 
timing. When God said, “Now,” no Pharaoh could dismiss him as too old, too hidden, too 
weak, or too late. 

This is the final lesson of the series: God does not waste obscurity, delay, failure, 
shepherding, silence, or desert miles. He uses them to empty the servant, reveal Himself, 
and send the man back with nothing but God’s word, God’s presence, and God’s power. 
The servant may think the desert is burying his future, when God is actually burying his 
flesh. The servant may think the silence is proof of abandonment, when God is teaching 
him to hear the voice from the fire. The servant may think the shepherd years are beneath 
him, when God is making him fit to lead the flock. God buried the prince to raise the 
shepherd, and when the shepherd returned with the rod of God in his hand, Egypt was 
already finished. 

 

 

Conclusion to the Series 

40 Lessons Moses Had to Learn in the Desert 

When we come to the end of this series, we are not merely looking back at forty essays 
about Moses. We are looking at the making of a servant of God. Moses’ life was not a 



straight climb from greatness to greater greatness. It was a burial, a stripping, a humbling, a 
waiting, a weakening, and then a sending. The man who was learned in all the wisdom of 
the Egyptians and mighty in words and deeds had to spend forty years in the backside of 
the desert before he could stand before Pharaoh with the word of the LORD. That is one of 
the great lessons of Scripture: God’s preparation often looks like delay, demotion, 
obscurity, and loss before it ever looks like usefulness. 

This series has shown that Moses was not ready simply because he had ability. He had 
ability in Egypt. He had education in Egypt. He had courage in Egypt. He had a burden in 
Egypt. He saw the oppression of his brethren in Egypt. But he still moved too soon, struck in 
the flesh, hid the Egyptian in the sand, and fled when the matter was known. That first 
failure did not mean God had no purpose for Moses, but it did prove that Moses was not yet 
ready to carry that purpose. A burden from God can be real, and still the man carrying it 
may not be ready. Zeal can be real, and still the method can be wrong. Compassion can be 
real, and still it must be governed by revelation. 

We learned that the sand could not hide the flesh. Moses could cover the body, but he 
could not cleanse the act. He could bury evidence, but he could not bury the old nature. 
God had to take that man into a long hidden season where self-confidence would starve. 
The desert was not an accident. Midian was not wasted. Jethro’s flock was not beneath the 
purpose of God. Watching another man’s sheep, living as a stranger in a strange land, 
becoming a husband and father, walking slow desert paths, and passing through years of 
silence were all part of God’s school. Egypt made Moses impressive, but Midian made him 
useful. 

We learned that God’s hidden work is often the most important work. The burning bush was 
not the beginning of Moses’ preparation; it was the moment God publicly called the man 
He had been preparing for forty years. That changes the way we look at waiting. Many 
believers think nothing is happening when there is no public movement, no applause, no 
visible platform, no immediate fruit, and no dramatic breakthrough. But God is often doing 
His deepest work when no one else can see it. He is working on the servant before He 
works through the servant. He is killing pride, training patience, deepening dependence, 
and teaching the man that the work of God cannot be done by the strength of Egypt. 

We learned that God’s call begins with God Himself. At the bush, Moses had to learn holy 
ground before holy work. He had to take the shoes from off his feet before he ever walked 
back into Egypt. He had to hear that the One speaking was the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob. He had to learn that the Exodus was rooted in covenant truth, not Egyptian politics, 
social reform, or human revolution. Israel is Israel. The God of the fathers had heard the cry 



of His earthly covenant people. Moses was not starting a movement; he was being sent into 
the purpose of the covenant-keeping God. 

We learned that God sees what man cannot fix. Moses once saw one Egyptian smiting one 
Hebrew and tried to answer the whole bondage with private violence. But God said, “I have 
surely seen the affliction of my people.” The LORD had not missed one lash, one groan, one 
tear, or one grave in Egypt. That teaches us that God’s sight is broader, deeper, holier, and 
more patient than ours. The servant must not confuse his limited burden with God’s 
complete knowledge. God had seen the whole affliction, and when He came down to 
deliver, Egypt was already finished, even if Pharaoh did not know it yet. 

We learned that the true Deliverer was the LORD Himself. Moses was the instrument, but 
God was the Redeemer, Judge, Commander, and Covenant Keeper. That lesson is vital 
because men are always tempted to put the servant in the center. They magnify 
personality, ability, platform, speech, leadership, and visible influence. But Exodus will not 
let Moses steal the glory. God came down before Moses went back. God spoke before 
Moses spoke. God sent before Moses moved. God judged before Egypt fell. God opened 
the sea. God fed the nation. God led by cloud and fire. Moses was used mightily, but the 
power was the LORD’s. 

We learned that the answer to “Who am I?” is not found in the servant. God did not flatter 
Moses’ résumé. He did not tell him to believe in himself. He did not remind him of all his 
Egyptian training as though that were the foundation. God answered with presence: 
“Certainly I will be with thee.” That is the true qualification. Divine presence outranks every 
human credential. It is better than natural ability, better than money, better than political 
leverage, better than public approval, better than eloquence, and better than all the 
wisdom of Egypt. Without God, Egypt is too strong. With God, Pharaoh is already beaten. 

We learned that “I AM” is greater than “I was.” Moses could have been trapped by two 
versions of his past. Pride could say, “I was a prince, educated, mighty, and important.” 
Shame could say, “I was a failure, a fugitive, rejected, and forgotten.” But God revealed 
Himself as “I AM THAT I AM.” God’s present-tense, eternal sufficiency overrules both past 
pride and past failure. The mission did not rest on Moses’ former greatness, and it was not 
cancelled by Moses’ former ruin. It rested on the self-existent God who stands outside 
time, above Pharaoh, above Egypt, above Moses’ biography, and above every human 
limitation. 

We learned that God uses ordinary things after they are surrendered. Moses had a rod, not 
a scepter. That shepherd’s staff represented his humbling, his hidden years, and the 
ordinary tool of desert life. In Moses’ hand alone, it was only a rod. Under God’s command, 



it became the rod of God. But before it could become a sign, it had to hit the ground. The 
staff had to leave Moses’ grip. That is surrender. God may require a man to let go of the very 
thing he thinks defines him, not because the thing is evil, but because it must come under 
God’s authority. A rod with God is greater than a scepter without Him. 

We learned that God does not merely empower hands; He exposes and cleanses them. The 
sign of Moses’ leprous hand preached a hard doctrine about the flesh. The problem with 
man is not merely external weakness; it is inward corruption. Moses’ hand, placed into his 
bosom, came out leprous as snow. The hand that once killed the Egyptian was not clean by 
nature. Time had passed, but time is not cleansing. Shepherding had humbled him, but 
humility is not atonement. Only God could restore the hand. Before divine service, there 
must be divine exposure and divine cleansing. 

We learned that weakness can become an altar or an excuse. Moses said he was not 
eloquent. Yet God answered, “Who hath made man’s mouth?” Calling is not limited by 
natural speech. God can use eloquence, but He does not need it. He can use a slow tongue 
if that tongue carries “Thus saith the LORD.” But Moses’ hesitation eventually crossed into 
resistance, and the anger of the LORD was kindled against him. That taught us another 
hard lesson: brokenness is good, but unbelief dressed as humility is still unbelief. A man 
can become so focused on his inadequacy that he forgets God’s sufficiency. 

We learned that God may accommodate weakness, but our detours are not always 
harmless. Aaron was given as a spokesman, and that was mercy. Aaron could speak well. 
Aaron would help Moses. Aaron would be glad in his heart to meet him. But Aaron was 
mercy, not the main plan. The original promise of God should have been enough. Later, 
Aaron would be involved in the terrible failure of the golden calf. That does not mean Aaron 
was not used by God, but it does show that detours opened by unbelief can carry 
complications. God’s mercy may meet us in our reluctance, but simple obedience is still 
the cleanest path. 

We learned that God may send a man back to the place that broke him. Moses had to 
return to Egypt, the land of his failure, his crime, his exposure, and his lost identity. But he 
did not return as the prince trying again. He returned as a shepherd sent by the LORD. He 
went back with wife, sons, the rod of God, and the promise of God’s presence. That is a 
tremendous comfort. God may send a man back to the place of fear, not to relive the 
failure, but to fulfill divine purpose. The past may be real, but it is not sovereign when God 
has spoken. 

We learned that public commission does not excuse private disobedience. Before Moses 
could represent the covenant God publicly, God dealt with disorder in his own household 



concerning circumcision. That strange passage where the LORD sought to kill Moses is 
severe, but it is necessary. Before deliverance in Egypt, there had to be blood and 
obedience in Moses’ house. God does not allow a man to march into public ministry while 
treating known obedience at home as a small matter. The God who sends also searches. 
The God who empowers also corrects. The God who judges Egypt will not ignore His 
servant’s private disorder. 

We learned that true ministry stands or falls on the authority of God’s word. Moses finally 
stood before Pharaoh and said, “Thus saith the LORD God of Israel.” That is the line. Not 
“thus saith Egypt,” not “thus saith philosophy,” not “thus saith politics,” not “thus saith 
public opinion,” not “thus saith my feelings.” Moses’ own words could not deliver anyone, 
but God’s words could shake Egypt. Pharaoh’s will stood against the word of the LORD, and 
Pharaoh’s will would lose. This is one of the most valuable lessons for Bible believers now: 
the authority is the word of God, not the personality of the messenger. 

We learned that obedience does not always produce immediate ease. Pharaoh did not bow 
the first time. He mocked, resisted, and hardened himself. Israel’s burdens increased. The 
officers of Israel blamed Moses and Aaron for making their situation worse. That is a brutal 
leadership lesson. Moses had to learn that opposition after obedience does not mean he 
missed God. Sometimes obedience exposes the enemy before it brings deliverance. 
Sometimes things get harder before God’s power is displayed. The servant must not quit 
simply because the first act of obedience produces resistance instead of applause. 

We learned that the people you help may blame you. This may be one of the hardest 
lessons in the whole series. Moses came to help Israel, yet Israel’s officers turned on him 
when Pharaoh increased the burdens. Hurting people do not always respond graciously to 
the man God sends. Pain can make people misread causes, speak cruelly, and aim their 
grief at the nearest leader. Moses had to learn to carry complaints back to God instead of 
quitting. Leadership requires a man to survive misunderstanding, discouragement, blame, 
and the pain of being wounded by the very people he is trying to serve. 

We learned that the desert prepared Moses for the desert. The forty years in Midian were 
not random because Moses would later lead Israel through the wilderness. He had learned 
desert life, scarcity, routes, patience, sheep, slow travel, and survival in barren places. The 
environment that humbled him became the environment where he served. God’s 
preparation often matches the future assignment more closely than we realize. What feels 
disconnected now may be exactly what God later uses. Moses’ hidden shepherd years 
were practical training for national leadership under the presence and provision of God. 



We learned that God’s timing is not man’s timing. Moses was eighty years old when he 
spoke unto Pharaoh. Man would call that too late. God called it exactly right. The first forty 
years in Egypt were not wasted. The next forty years in Midian were not wasted. At forty, 
Moses had ability but not readiness. At eighty, he had been humbled enough to carry the 
rod of God and speak the word of God without imagining the deliverance depended on him. 
Usefulness is not determined by youthful energy, public momentum, or human timelines. 
When God says a man is ready, no Pharaoh can dismiss him as too old. 

That is why this series is valuable now. We live in a time when people want instant 
platforms, instant authority, instant influence, instant results, and instant vindication. 
Many want to be used by God, but fewer want the desert that makes a man safe to use. This 
series slows us down and forces us to watch how God prepared one of the greatest 
servants in the Bible. It teaches Bible believers that obscurity is not always punishment, 
delay is not always denial, failure is not always final, and silence is not always 
abandonment. God may be doing His deepest work when life looks least impressive. 

This series is valuable for anyone who is called to lead, teach, preach, write, build, 
shepherd, serve, or carry a burden for others. It warns the zealous man not to run ahead of 
God. It warns the gifted man not to trust his gifts. It warns the wounded man not to let 
failure define him. It warns the hesitant man not to turn humility into an excuse. It warns 
the leader not to live on public approval. It warns the servant not to neglect private 
obedience. It warns the preacher that without “Thus saith the LORD,” he has nothing. It 
warns all of us that God’s work must be done God’s way, in God’s time, under God’s 
authority, by God’s power. 

This series can be used in the future as a leadership training tool, a devotional study, a 
preaching series, a teaching curriculum, a mentoring guide, or a spiritual diagnostic for 
anyone sensing that God may be preparing them for greater responsibility. Each lesson 
stands alone, but together they form a map of preparation. They show how God deals with 
pride, ambition, failure, hiddenness, fear, weakness, surrender, obedience, authority, 
discouragement, and endurance. A young believer can learn from it before he makes 
Moses’ early mistakes. An older believer can be encouraged that God is not finished 
because years have passed. A wounded servant can see that failure does not have to be 
the final chapter. A leader can learn why God often trains shepherds in lonely places. 

The series also has lasting value because it keeps the Bible in its doctrinal setting while 
drawing practical instruction for the believer today. Moses was dealing with Israel, Egypt, 
Pharaoh, and the covenant God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Israel is Israel. The Exodus is 
not a vague religious metaphor or a social reform myth. It is God’s historical deliverance of 
His earthly covenant people. Yet within that true doctrinal setting are principles every Bible 



believer can learn: God prepares servants, God exposes flesh, God honors His word, God 
sustains with His presence, God uses weak instruments, and God does not waste the 
desert. 

In the end, the great conclusion of the series is simple and searching: God buried the 
prince to raise the shepherd. The prince was impressive, but the shepherd was useful. 
The prince had Egypt’s training, but the shepherd had God’s presence. The prince had self-
confidence, but the shepherd had the rod of God. The prince acted in haste, but the 
shepherd moved under command. The prince buried a man in the sand, but the shepherd 
watched God bury Pharaoh’s army in the sea. The difference was not Moses becoming 
more impressive. The difference was Moses being emptied until God could be seen. 

The final value of this series is that it teaches us to trust God’s preparation even when we 
do not understand it. The desert may feel like burial, but God may be burying only what 
must die. The silence may feel like abandonment, but God may be training the ear to hear 
His voice. The hidden years may feel wasted, but God may be preparing a servant for a 
burden no one else can see yet. The failure may feel final, but God may be using it to kill the 
wrong method. The slow shepherding may feel beneath the man, but God may be making 
him fit to lead the flock. 

God does not waste obscurity, delay, failure, shepherding, silence, or desert miles. That is 
the conclusion. He uses them to empty the servant, reveal Himself, and send the man back 
with nothing but God’s word, God’s presence, and God’s power. Moses’ life proves it. The 
backside of the desert was not the end of the story. It was the place where God made the 
man. And when the shepherd finally returned with the rod of God in his hand and “Thus 
saith the LORD” in his mouth, Egypt was already finished. 

 

 



 


