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Introduction to the Series: The Doctrine of Fleeing 

There are some Bible words that do not look like much until you start chasing them through 
Scripture. “Flee” is one of those words. At first glance, it sounds simple, almost too 
ordinary to build a study around. A man runs. A woman escapes. An army retreats. A sinner 
hides. A saint gets away from danger. But once you begin tracing the word from Genesis to 
Revelation, you find out that “fleeing” is not a shallow subject at all. It becomes a spiritual 
diagnostic. It exposes fear, faith, guilt, obedience, unbelief, compromise, judgment, refuge, 
courage, cowardice, repentance, separation, idolatry, lust, prophecy, and final wrath. A 
man’s feet often reveal what his mouth tries to hide. What he runs from, what he runs to, 
and why he runs can tell you what he fears, what he trusts, what he loves, and whether he 
is moving toward God or away from Him. 

This series, The Doctrine of Fleeing, is unusual, but it is thoroughly biblical. The Bible does 
not treat fleeing as one simple category. Sometimes fleeing is wisdom. Sometimes it is 
cowardice. Sometimes it is obedience. Sometimes it is rebellion. Sometimes it is the 
instinct of a wounded soul. Sometimes it is the panic of a guilty conscience. Sometimes 
God tells a man to flee, and staying would be foolishness. Other times God tells a man to 
stand, and fleeing would be sin. That is why this subject matters. The Bible believer must 
learn the difference between holy flight and unholy retreat, between running from sin and 
running from duty, between fleeing to the refuge God appointed and fleeing from the 
presence of the Lord. 

Hagar fled because she was wounded. Lot fled because judgment was falling. The 
manslayer fled to the city of refuge that he might live. Pharaoh’s army wanted to flee when 
they discovered the Lord fought for Israel. The wicked flee when no man pursueth because 
conscience can make a coward out of a man before any visible enemy appears. Nehemiah 
refused to flee because fear had come dressed up in religious counsel. Jonah fled from the 
presence of the Lord because God’s command crossed his own will. David said, “I flee unto 
thee to hide me,” showing the right kind of fleeing. John the Baptist warned religious vipers 
to flee from the wrath to come. Paul told the church-age believer to flee fornication, flee 
idolatry, flee these things, and flee youthful lusts. Then Revelation ends with the dreadful 
reversal where men seek death and death itself flees from them. 

That is the great arc of this study. It begins with wounded flight and ends with prophetic 
terror. It moves through the wilderness, Sodom, the cities of refuge, the battlefield, the wall 
of Jerusalem, the belly of the fish, the Psalms, the preaching of John the Baptist, the 
warnings of Christ, the fall of Babylon, the accountability of shepherds, the cowardice of 
hirelings, the practical commands of Paul, and the final judgments of Revelation. The word 
“flee” becomes a thread that ties together history, doctrine, prophecy, typology, practical 



sanctification, pastoral warning, and gospel preaching. It is one of those studies that 
proves again that no word in the King James Bible is wasted. A little word can open a large 
door when you let Scripture interpret Scripture. 

The main thesis of this series is simple: the issue is not merely whether a man runs, but 
what he runs from, what he runs to, and why he is running. The fool runs from God and 
toward sin. The wise man runs from sin and toward God. The coward runs from duty. The 
faithful man runs from temptation. The guilty man must flee to the refuge God appointed. 
The rebel flees from the presence of the Lord. The saint flees unto the Lord as his hiding 
place. The religious hypocrite is warned to flee from wrath. The believer is commanded to 
flee corruption so he can follow righteousness. And the man who spends his life fleeing 
mercy may one day find that even death flees from him. 

That makes this study both doctrinal and deeply practical. It is not merely a word search. It 
is a heart search. It forces us to ask uncomfortable questions. Am I fleeing from something 
God told me to face? Am I standing near something God told me to flee? Am I hiding from 
conviction and calling it peace? Am I lingering in Babylon while claiming separation? Am I 
trying to manage an idol instead of fleeing from it? Am I running to God in trouble, or merely 
running away from pain? Am I bold because I am standing in righteousness, or loud 
because I am covering fear? These questions matter because the Christian life is full of 
moments where direction reveals devotion. 

This series will also show the balance of Scripture. Some people only know how to preach 
standing. Others only know how to preach escape. The Bible teaches both. Joseph had to 
flee fornication. Nehemiah had to refuse to flee from the wall. Lot had to flee Sodom. 
Daniel had to stand with his windows open. The manslayer had to flee to refuge. Jonah had 
to stop fleeing from God. Paul sometimes escaped danger, but he also stood before kings. 
This balance keeps a believer from becoming reckless on one side or cowardly on the 
other. We do not live by slogans. We live by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
God. 

At the center of the whole study is the Lord Jesus Christ. He is the true refuge for the guilty 
sinner. He is the good Shepherd who did not flee when the wolf came. He is the Saviour 
who saves from the wrath to come. He is the hiding place for the weary saint. He is the One 
to whom the sinner must flee before judgment closes every other door. Every city of refuge 
points toward Him. Every false refuge is exposed by Him. Every command to flee sin makes 
sense because fellowship with Him is better. Every warning of wrath is answered only by 
His blood. The doctrine of fleeing ultimately teaches us that there is no safety outside of 
God’s appointed refuge, and that refuge is Christ. 



So this is an unusual study, but it is a powerful one. It takes a small Bible word and follows 
it until it becomes a map of the human soul. It shows the wounded, the wicked, the 
righteous, the rebel, the prophet, the shepherd, the hireling, the saint, the sinner, the 
nation, the city, and the world system under judgment. It teaches when to run, when to 
stand, where to hide, what to leave, what to pursue, and whom to trust. If we follow this 
word honestly through the Scripture, we will not merely learn about fleeing. We will learn 
about ourselves. And more importantly, we will learn again that the safest direction a man 
can ever run is toward the Lord. 

 

 

1 of 20: The Doctrine of Fleeing: What a Man Runs From 

The word “flee” looks simple until you start following it through the Bible. Then all of a 
sudden it opens up like a trapdoor under your feet, and you find out God has been using 
that little word to expose the whole inside of a man. A man’s feet tell on his heart. What he 
runs from, what he runs to, and what he refuses to run from will tell you more about him 
than a hundred religious speeches. The Bible is not impressed with a man’s pose. It does 
not get fooled by his vocabulary, his ministry talk, his social polish, his pulpit voice, his 
online confidence, or his public image. The Bible watches where he goes when fear comes, 
where he hides when guilt rises, where he turns when temptation appears, and what he 
does when God says, “Move.” That is why this study matters. “Flee” is not just a motion 
word. It is a revelation word. It shows fear, faith, guilt, obedience, unbelief, survival, 
judgment, separation, and worship. From Genesis to Revelation, men are fleeing from 
masters, cities, enemies, swords, judgment, wrath, sin, lust, idolatry, Babylon, wolves, and 
even from the presence of the Lord. Your word list shows this doctrine running from 
Genesis through Revelation, which makes it a full Bible study rather than a single isolated 
command. 

The mistake many people make is assuming that fleeing is always cowardice. That is not 
Bible. Sometimes fleeing is cowardice, but sometimes fleeing is wisdom. Sometimes 
fleeing is rebellion, but sometimes fleeing is obedience. Sometimes fleeing reveals a guilty 
conscience, but sometimes it reveals spiritual discernment. Sometimes a man runs 
because he is afraid of men, and sometimes he runs because he fears God. Sometimes 
God says stand, and if you run, you are a coward. Other times God says flee, and if you 
stand there talking big, you are a fool. The spiritual issue is not whether the man moved. 
The issue is who told him to move, what he was moving away from, and where he was 
going. “The wicked flee when no man pursueth: but the righteous are bold as a lion” 



(Proverbs 28:1). That verse does not condemn every kind of flight. It condemns the inner 
panic of a wicked man whose conscience has become his pursuer. The righteous man can 
be bold because he is not running from God, running from truth, or running from the voice 
of Scripture. 

That is the foundation of this whole series: the Bible teaches the doctrine of fleeing. The 
fool runs from God and toward sin. The wise man runs from sin and toward God. The carnal 
man runs from conviction. The spiritual man runs from corruption. The coward runs from 
duty. The faithful man runs from temptation. The rebel flees from the presence of the Lord 
like Jonah. The broken saint flees unto the Lord like David. The guilty manslayer flees to the 
appointed city of refuge. The church age believer is told, “Flee fornication” (1 Corinthians 
6:18), “flee from idolatry” (1 Corinthians 10:14), “flee these things” (1 Timothy 6:11), and 
“flee also youthful lusts” (2 Timothy 2:22). God does not speak that way because sin is 
harmless. He speaks that way because sin is deadly, subtle, attractive, religious, 
respectable, and sometimes wrapped in music, money, ministry, appetite, romance, 
culture, family, or tradition. If a man does not learn when to flee, he will eventually stand in 
the wrong place, with the wrong crowd, at the wrong table, under the wrong spirit, calling it 
liberty while God calls it idolatry. 

1. Fleeing Reveals the Direction of the Heart 

A man can tell you what he believes, but his feet will preach the sermon when pressure 
comes. A man may say he trusts God, but when fear rises, where does he go? A man may 
say he loves truth, but when Scripture crosses his appetite, which direction does he move? 
A man may say he hates sin, but when temptation smiles at him, does he flee or does he 
linger? This is why fleeing is a spiritual diagnostic. It reveals direction. “Hagar, Sarai’s maid, 
whence camest thou? and whither wilt thou go?” (Genesis 16:8). That question is one of 
the great questions in the Bible. Where did you come from, and where are you going? God 
does not just ask where a person is located. He exposes the path. Hagar was fleeing from 
the face of her mistress, but the Lord met her in the wilderness and put a divine question on 
her flight. That is what God does. He stops the running soul and asks, “Where did this 
begin, and where is this taking you?” 

You can build almost every spiritual examination around those two questions. Whence 
camest thou? Whither wilt thou go? A man does not usually wake up ruined. He walks 
there. He drifts there. He runs there. He turns his back on one voice and follows another. 
Jonah did not just end up in the belly of a whale by accident. The Bible says, “But Jonah 
rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD” (Jonah 1:3). That was not 
confusion. That was direction. He had a destination in mind because rebellion always finds 
a ship sailing in the wrong direction. The devil always has transportation available for a man 



who wants to flee from God’s will. Jonah paid the fare, went down to Joppa, went down into 
the ship, went down into the sides of the ship, and finally went down into the sea. When a 
man flees from the presence of the Lord, the road may look open at first, but it is always 
downhill. 

On the other side, David says, “Deliver me, O LORD, from mine enemies: I flee unto thee to 
hide me” (Psalm 143:9). There is the opposite direction. Jonah flees from the Lord. David 
flees unto the Lord. Same movement, different heart. One man runs from God’s command, 
and another runs to God’s shelter. That is why this doctrine is so searching. It does not 
merely ask whether you are moving. It asks whether you are moving toward God or away 
from Him. The modern religious crowd loves neutral words. They say people are 
processing, transitioning, evolving, exploring, deconstructing, healing, or finding 
themselves. The Bible cuts through the fog and asks, “Are you fleeing from God, or are you 
fleeing unto God?” That is the question that puts a man on trial. 

2. Fleeing Can Be Wisdom or Cowardice 

The Bible is balanced where men are not. Some people think courage means never leaving. 
That is not true. Some people think wisdom means always escaping. That is not true either. 
The Bible gives you both sides. Joseph was told, “Arise, and take the young child and his 
mother, and flee into Egypt” (Matthew 2:13). That was not cowardice. That was obedience. 
Herod wanted to destroy the young child, and God warned Joseph in a dream. Joseph did 
not stand there making speeches about how nobody could touch the child if God did not 
allow it. He obeyed the word he was given and moved. There are times when spiritual talk 
becomes a mask for stupidity. If God says flee, faith does not stand there trying to prove 
bravery. Faith moves when God speaks. 

Lot’s case is also instructive. He was told to escape judgment before it fell on Sodom. The 
angels said, “Escape for thy life; look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the plain” 
(Genesis 19:17). Lot’s wife looked back, and her heart was exposed in the act. That is 
another part of fleeing. You may physically leave the place, but if your heart keeps looking 
back, you have not truly separated from it. That is why many people never get free from 
their Sodom. They walk out with their feet but stay connected with their affections. They 
leave the lifestyle but keep the longing. They leave the crowd but keep the taste. They leave 
the religion but keep the fear of its priests. They leave the world outwardly but keep a shrine 
to it inwardly. God does not merely watch whether you walked away. He watches whether 
you looked back. 

But there are also times when fleeing is cowardice, compromise, and unbelief. Nehemiah 
faced that very thing when his enemies tried to scare him into hiding. He said, “Should such 



a man as I flee?” (Nehemiah 6:11). That is one of the great statements of spiritual backbone 
in the Old Testament. Nehemiah knew the difference between divine warning and devilish 
intimidation. The enemy wanted him to save his skin and ruin his testimony. Had he fled, he 
would have looked cautious to some people, but he would have been guilty before God. 
That means a believer must learn the difference between a warning from God and a scare 
tactic from the enemy. Sometimes God tells you to flee because danger is real and 
departure is obedience. Sometimes the devil tells you to flee because he wants you to 
abandon the wall, drop the trowel, leave the work, and call fear prudence. 

3. Fleeing Exposes Guilt and Conscience 

“The wicked flee when no man pursueth: but the righteous are bold as a lion” (Proverbs 
28:1). That verse puts a spotlight on the conscience. The wicked man runs even when no 
visible pursuer is behind him because guilt has feet, memory has a voice, and conscience 
can sound louder than an army. You do not need a policeman at the door when sin has 
already made a courtroom inside your chest. A guilty man hears things that are not there, 
fears exposures that have not happened, suspects conversations that were never about 
him, and trembles under shadows because the real trouble is not outside him. The real 
trouble is inside him. That is why sin is such a miserable master. It promises liberty and 
produces fear. It promises pleasure and produces suspicion. It promises power and 
produces hiding. 

You can see this pattern from Genesis onward. Adam sinned and hid himself. Cain 
murdered Abel and became a fugitive and a vagabond. Saul disobeyed God and spent the 
rest of his career jumping at shadows, throwing javelins, consulting witches, and fearing 
the man God had chosen. Judas betrayed innocent blood and could not live with the sound 
of his own conscience. The wicked flee because sin does not give a man peace. It may give 
him a season of pleasure, but it will not give him rest. “There is no peace, saith my God, to 
the wicked” (Isaiah 57:21). That is not a slogan. That is a divine diagnosis. The wicked man 
may have money, influence, applause, intellect, religion, and political power, but if his 
heart is wrong with God, he is still running. 

The righteous are bold as a lion because righteousness gives a man spiritual footing. That 
does not mean the righteous never feel pressure, grief, persecution, or fear in the flesh. 
David feared. Elijah feared. Paul despaired even of life at times. But the righteous man has 
somewhere to stand because his confidence is not in his own sinless perfection but in the 
Lord, His word, His mercy, His righteousness, and His calling. A clean conscience makes a 
man difficult to scare. A Bible believer standing on the word of God does not have to keep 
changing stories, hiding evidence, explaining compromises, or fleeing imaginary pursuers. 
He may have enemies, but he does not have to live as a fugitive from truth. 



4. Fleeing Can Be God Appointed Refuge 

One of the most beautiful uses of fleeing in the Bible is found in the cities of refuge. God 
commanded Israel to appoint cities where the manslayer could flee if he killed someone 
unawares. “Then ye shall appoint you cities to be cities of refuge for you; that the slayer 
may flee thither” (Numbers 35:11). That is not merely legal material. That is doctrine full of 
mercy. The man was guilty of blood, yet there was an appointed place where he could live. 
He could not flee anywhere he wanted and demand safety. He had to flee where God said. 
His safety was not in motion alone. His safety was in the appointed refuge. There is a world 
of preaching in that. 

The city of refuge points straight to the truth that sinners need God’s appointed refuge, not 
man’s invented shelter. A sinner cannot flee to his sincerity and live. He cannot flee to his 
baptism and live. He cannot flee to a priest, a pope, a denomination, a confession booth, a 
sacrament, a family tradition, a reform program, a religious feeling, or a list of good deeds 
and live. God appoints the refuge. The sinner flees there or remains exposed to judgment. 
“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble” (Psalm 46:1). Christ is the 
only safe place for the guilty man. “In whom we have redemption through his blood, even 
the forgiveness of sins” (Colossians 1:14). The manslayer had to get inside the city. The 
sinner must be found in Christ. 

Then God says something else that should never be missed: “Thou shalt prepare thee a 
way” (Deuteronomy 19:3). The road to refuge had to be made plain. That has a church age 
application that will skin a lot of religious goats. If the way to refuge pictures the gospel, 
then preachers have no business cluttering the road with tradition, works, sacraments, 
modernistic doubts, corrupt translations, denominational fog, Calvinistic fatalism, 
Catholic priestcraft, Hebrew roots bondage, or charismatic confusion. Make the way plain. 
The sinner is fleeing for his life. Do not hand him a theological maze when God told you to 
point him to Christ. “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved” (Acts 
16:31). That is a clear road. Keep it clear. 

5. Fleeing From God Is the Wrong Flight 

Jonah is the classic case of a man fleeing in the wrong direction. “But Jonah rose up to flee 
unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD” (Jonah 1:3). There it is in black and white. He 
was not fleeing persecution. He was not fleeing sin. He was not fleeing idolatry. He was not 
fleeing fornication. He was fleeing from the presence of the Lord. More specifically, he was 
fleeing from the commission God gave him. He did not want to go to Nineveh. He did not 
want to preach to those people. He did not want mercy extended in that direction. His feet 



exposed what his mouth might have tried to explain away. The issue was not geography. The 
issue was rebellion. 

Men still flee from the presence of the Lord. They flee from a Bible that keeps troubling 
them. They flee from a sermon that gets too close. They flee from a calling that costs too 
much. They flee from a ministry responsibility because it interferes with comfort. They flee 
from a hard conversation because truth would force them to choose sides. They flee from 
conviction and call it “needing space.” They flee from obedience and call it “waiting on 
clarity.” They flee from separation and call it “love.” They flee from sound doctrine and call it 
“growth.” Jonah had a ship, a fare, and a destination, but none of that made his flight right. 
A smooth opportunity is not proof of God’s will. Sometimes the devil will give you a ticket, a 
seat, and calm weather just long enough to get you moving in the wrong direction. 

David asks, “Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence?” 
(Psalm 139:7). That verse answers Jonah. There is no Tarshish far enough. There is no ship 
deep enough. There is no whale dark enough. There is no sea wide enough. There is no 
career busy enough. There is no relationship distracting enough. There is no entertainment 
loud enough. There is no religious system impressive enough. There is no intellectual 
objection clever enough to remove a man from the presence of God. The man fleeing from 
God is not escaping. He is postponing a meeting. Jonah still had to face the Lord. So will 
every man. 

6. Fleeing From Sin Is Not Weakness 

When Paul says, “Flee fornication” (1 Corinthians 6:18), he does not say it because the 
believer is supposed to be weak. He says it because fornication is a sin that works through 
appetite, imagination, opportunity, secrecy, and the body itself. “Every sin that a man doeth 
is without the body; but he that committeth fornication sinneth against his own body” (1 
Corinthians 6:18). You do not defeat that kind of sin by proving how close you can stand to 
it. You defeat it by getting out. Joseph in Genesis 39 understood that better than many 
modern Christians. When Potiphar’s wife caught him by his garment, he “fled, and got him 
out” (Genesis 39:12). That was not cowardice. That was sanctified speed. A lot of men have 
fallen because they wanted to appear strong when God would have been pleased if they 
had simply run. 

Then Paul says, “Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry” (1 Corinthians 10:14). 
Notice how tender and severe that is at the same time. “My dearly beloved” and “flee from 
idolatry” sit in the same sentence. Love does not soften the warning. It explains it. Paul 
loves them enough to tell them to run. In the context, idolatry is not treated as harmless 
religious decoration. It is connected to Israel’s wilderness failures, lust, fornication, 



tempting Christ, murmuring, and fellowship with devils. “Ye cannot drink the cup of the 
Lord, and the cup of devils” (1 Corinthians 10:21). That verse demolishes the modern 
fantasy that a believer can sit at every table, borrow from every system, absorb every 
influence, and call it discernment. God says flee. 

Paul also writes, “But thou, O man of God, flee these things” (1 Timothy 6:11), and “Flee 
also youthful lusts” (2 Timothy 2:22). In both cases, fleeing is joined to following. “Flee 
these things; and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness” (1 
Timothy 6:11). “Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace” (2 
Timothy 2:22). Bible separation is not just getting away from something. It is getting away 
from corruption so you can pursue righteousness. A man who only runs from sin but never 
runs toward God will eventually circle back to the thing he left. Empty separation becomes 
pride, bitterness, or boredom. Holy separation runs from the wrong thing so it can follow 
the right thing. 

7. Fleeing Ends in Final Judgment 

The doctrine of fleeing does not end with practical Christian living. It ends in judgment. Men 
flee in war. Nations flee before God. The wicked flee from conscience. The guilty flee to 
refuge. The rebellious flee from the Lord. The believer flees sin. But Revelation shows a 
terrifying final reversal: “And in those days shall men seek death, and shall not find it; and 
shall desire to die, and death shall flee from them” (Revelation 9:6). That is one of the most 
frightening verses in the Bible. Men who spent their lives trying to escape God will one day 
try to escape life itself, and even death will flee from them. The thing they once feared 
becomes the thing they seek, and God does not allow them to find it. 

That verse should make a man tremble. In the day of grace, God gives refuge. In the day of 
warning, God says flee from wrath. In the day of temptation, God says flee from sin. In the 
day of idolatry, God says flee from idols. In the day of Babylon, God says flee out of her. But 
when judgment finally falls, the doors men mocked may not be open anymore. The Bible 
says, “Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near” (Isaiah 
55:6). That means there is a “while.” Men do not like that word. They want grace on 
demand, repentance on their schedule, conviction when convenient, and mercy after they 
are finished playing with sin. God is merciful, but He is not mocked. 

So the doctrine of fleeing ends with a question no honest man can avoid: what are you 
running from right now? Are you running from God’s word? Are you running from 
conviction? Are you running from a duty God gave you? Are you running from a sin you 
should have abandoned long ago, or are you still negotiating with it? Are you running from 
idolatry, or are you defending it because it wears religious clothing? Are you fleeing to 



Christ as refuge, or are you hiding behind your own fig leaves? One day every man’s 
direction will be exposed. The feet will testify. The path will testify. The destination will 
testify. Better to flee to God now than to spend eternity exposed as a man who ran from the 
only refuge that could have saved him. 

Conclusion 

The doctrine of fleeing is not a minor word study. It is a mirror. It shows man under 
pressure, man under conviction, man under judgment, man under temptation, man under 
divine warning, and man under the eye of God. It shows Hagar running wounded, Lot 
fleeing judgment, the manslayer fleeing to refuge, Jonah fleeing from the presence of the 
Lord, David fleeing unto the Lord, Nehemiah refusing to flee, the wicked fleeing when no 
man pursueth, and the believer being commanded to flee fornication, idolatry, corrupt 
desires, and youthful lusts. That is not random. That is a pattern. God is teaching us that 
motion has meaning. Direction is doctrine. Where a man runs when truth confronts him 
reveals what is ruling him. 

The great lesson is that not all fleeing is equal. The Bible commands some fleeing and 
condemns other fleeing. It is right to flee from sin, but wrong to flee from duty. It is right to 
flee to refuge, but wrong to flee from God’s presence. It is right to flee from idolatry, but 
wrong to flee from the wall God told you to build. It is right to flee from fornication, but 
wrong to flee because enemies are trying to scare you out of obedience. The believer needs 
discernment. A carnal man calls every retreat wisdom. A reckless man calls every refusal 
to move courage. The Bible corrects both. Sometimes God says, “Stand.” Sometimes God 
says, “Flee.” The obedient man listens for the word of God rather than the panic of his flesh. 

So this first essay sets the foundation for the whole series. We are not studying “flee” 
merely to collect verses. We are studying it because God has hidden a searching doctrine 
inside that word. What a man runs from matters. What a man runs to matters. Why a man 
runs matters. The fool runs from God and toward sin. The wise man runs from sin and 
toward God. The guilty man must flee to the appointed refuge. The servant of God must 
refuse to flee when fear is only a trap. The believer must flee the sins God told him to flee, 
and he must follow the righteousness God told him to follow. In the end, the safest man is 
not the man who never runs. The safest man is the man who runs in the direction God 
commanded. 

 

 

2 of 20: The Doctrine of Fleeing: When the Wounded Flee 



There is a kind of fleeing in the Bible that is not rebellion, not cowardice, not worldliness, 
not apostasy, not a man trying to outrun the voice of God, and not a saint trying to abandon 
the post God gave him. There is a kind of fleeing that comes out of pain. There is a running 
that comes from being pressed, used, mistreated, cornered, confused, afraid, and 
overwhelmed. That kind of fleeing does not always have clean theology attached to it. It 
does not always know where it is going. It may not even be able to explain itself very well. It 
just knows it cannot stay where it is. That is where Hagar enters the doctrine of fleeing. The 
angel of the LORD finds her in the wilderness and asks, “Hagar, Sarai’s maid, whence 
camest thou? and whither wilt thou go?” And she says, “I flee from the face of my mistress 
Sarai” (Genesis 16:8). That is one of the most human sentences in the Bible. She is not 
fleeing from God like Jonah. She is not fleeing from the command of the LORD. She is not 
fleeing from righteousness. She is fleeing from hardship, pressure, and affliction inside a 
household that had become spiritually and emotionally tangled through the unbelief of 
others. 

That is why this study matters. Too many religious people have only one category for a 
runner. They see someone flee, and they immediately call him a rebel. They see someone 
withdraw, and they call him backslidden. They see someone break down, and they call him 
weak. They see someone step away from pressure, and they quote verses at him like 
stones. But the Bible is more honest than religious people. The Bible knows some people 
flee because they are wicked, and some flee because they are wounded. Some flee 
because they hate God, and some flee because they have been crushed by people who 
claim to know God. Some flee because they are avoiding duty, and some flee because they 
are trying to survive the fallout from somebody else’s bad decisions. Hagar is not the 
mastermind of Genesis 16. She is the servant drawn into the impatience of Abram and 
Sarai. She becomes part of a human scheme designed to help God fulfill His promise by 
the energy of the flesh. And when the flesh produces trouble, the servant girl gets caught in 
the storm. 

This essay is not written to excuse bitterness, rebellion, disobedience, or self-pity. The 
Bible does not flatter wounds. It heals them. It does not pretend pain justifies every 
decision made under pressure. It does not say Hagar’s flight was the final answer. In fact, 
God sends her back. But before He sends her back, He meets her. That is the mercy in the 
text. The LORD does not ignore the fleeing woman in the wilderness. He does not say, “She 
is only a bondwoman, let her run.” He does not treat her like property, like Sarai’s problem, 
or like an inconvenient detail in Abram’s story. He calls her by name. He asks her where she 
came from and where she is going. He speaks promise over the child in her womb. He 
reveals Himself to her so deeply that she says, “Thou God seest me” (Genesis 16:13). That 



is the great truth of wounded flight: even when a soul runs from pain, it has not run outside 
the sight of God. 

1. The Wound Behind the Flight 

Hagar’s flight did not begin in the wilderness. It began in a tent where faith had been 
replaced by management. Genesis 16 opens with a problem: “Now Sarai Abram’s wife bare 
him no children” (Genesis 16:1). That pain was real. Barrenness in that world carried 
sorrow, shame, and pressure. God had promised Abram seed, but time kept passing, and 
the promise had not yet appeared in the way Sarai expected. So Sarai did what the flesh 
always does when faith gets tired. She tried to manufacture the promise. She gave Hagar to 
Abram, and the household became a laboratory of unbelief. That is the first wound behind 
Hagar’s flight: she was pulled into a situation created by someone else’s impatience with 
God. 

A lot of wounded people are running from consequences they did not design. That does not 
mean they are sinless, and it does not mean every response they make is right. But it does 
mean the matter is often more complicated than religious spectators want to admit. Hagar 
was a servant. She did not wake up one morning and decide to overturn the Abrahamic 
promise. She was used in a plan that should never have been formed. Then when 
conception occurred, pride and contempt entered the matter. “And when she saw that she 
had conceived, her mistress was despised in her eyes” (Genesis 16:4). Hagar sinned there. 
The wound did not make her response pure. Pain and pride often sit close together. The 
wounded can become proud when they finally feel they have leverage. The oppressed can 
become arrogant when the balance of power shifts. The Bible tells the truth about 
everybody in the chapter. 

Then Sarai deals hardly with her, and Hagar flees. “And when Sarai dealt hardly with her, 
she fled from her face” (Genesis 16:6). There is the immediate cause. Hagar was afflicted, 
and she ran. You can preach that straight without turning Hagar into a spotless victim or 
Sarai into a cartoon villain. The Bible is not a cheap drama. Sarai was a real woman with 
real pain, real faith, real failures, and real consequences. Hagar was a real woman with real 
affliction, real pride, real fear, and real confusion. Abram was the man who should have led 
better and did not. The chapter is a mess because flesh always makes a mess when it tries 
to help God. And in the middle of that mess, a wounded woman runs into the wilderness. 

2. Not Every Runner Is Jonah 

Jonah fled from the presence of the LORD. Hagar fled from the face of Sarai. Those are not 
the same thing. Jonah had a direct command from God and ran the other way. Hagar had 
been dealt with hardly and ran from the pressure. That distinction matters. If you put every 



fleeing person into Jonah’s category, you will mishandle wounded souls. You will rebuke the 
bruised as though they are rebels. You will call survival cowardice. You will preach at 
bleeding people as though all pain is just stubbornness in disguise. That is not spiritual 
discernment. That is blunt force religion. The Bible is sharper than that. 

There are people who flee because they do not want truth, and there are people who flee 
because they have been wounded by those who should have handled truth better. There 
are people who run from a church because they hate sound doctrine, and there are people 
who run because a church became a place of control, cruelty, hypocrisy, or confusion. 
There are people who run from correction because they are proud, and there are people 
who shut down because they were humiliated instead of restored. There are people who 
leave responsibility because they are lazy, and there are people who step back because 
they have been carrying weight no one else would even acknowledge. The Bible does not 
put all of that under one label. God is able to divide joints and marrow. Man often swings an 
axe where God uses a sword. 

This is especially important for anyone trying to help people. You cannot shepherd 
wounded people if your only tool is accusation. You cannot heal a bruised reed by beating it 
straighter. Isaiah says of the Lord Jesus Christ, “A bruised reed shall he not break, and the 
smoking flax shall he not quench” (Isaiah 42:3). That does not mean He excuses sin. It 
means He knows how to handle weakness without destroying what remains. Hagar needed 
correction, but she also needed to know she was seen. She needed to go back, but she 
also needed promise. She needed instruction, but she also needed God to meet her in the 
wilderness. The order matters. Before the LORD sent her back into a hard place, He 
showed her that she was not invisible. 

3. God Finds Her in the Wilderness 

The wilderness is where Hagar runs, but it is also where God finds her. “And the angel of the 
LORD found her by a fountain of water in the wilderness” (Genesis 16:7). That verse is 
loaded. She is in the wilderness, but she is by water. She is away from the household, but 
not away from God. She is outside the structure of Abram’s camp, but not outside the 
reach of divine mercy. Men may lose track of a wounded person, but God does not. People 
may say, “She left,” “She ran,” “She made her choice,” “She is not our problem anymore,” 
but the LORD knows the fountain where she stopped, the road she took, the ache she 
carried, and the child she bore. 

This is where the Bible corrects the coldness of man. God does not only meet people in 
sanctuaries, temples, churches, revivals, prayer meetings, and clean religious settings. He 
also meets people by fountains in wilderness places. He meets people in flight. He meets 



people when they are confused. He meets people when their theology is not arranged in 
neat categories. He meets people who are carrying consequences from a mess they did 
not entirely create. That does not mean the wilderness is the destination. Do not twist the 
mercy of God into permission to live permanently in flight. But never forget that God can 
meet a soul before that soul has all the answers. 

The angel of the LORD did not need directions to find Hagar. That is a sermon all by itself. 
The world is full of people who feel lost because other people stopped looking for them. 
But God never has to organize a search party. “The eyes of the LORD are in every place, 
beholding the evil and the good” (Proverbs 15:3). Hagar was not lost to Him. The wilderness 
had no corner dark enough to hide her from His sight. This is not soft sentimental religion. 
This is hard Bible truth. The God who sees sin also sees sorrow. The God who sees rebellion 
also sees affliction. The God who sees pride also sees pressure. Hagar’s wound did not 
make her invisible. It placed her in the path of a revelation she might never have received in 
the comfort of the tent. 

4. God Asks Searching Questions 

When God finds Hagar, He does not begin with a speech. He begins with a question. 
“Hagar, Sarai’s maid, whence camest thou? and whither wilt thou go?” (Genesis 16:8). God 
asks questions not because He lacks information, but because man lacks self-knowledge. 
The question forces Hagar to locate herself morally, relationally, and spiritually. Where did 
you come from? Where are you going? That is exactly what wounded flight often lacks. Pain 
knows where it came from, but it does not always know where it is headed. Hagar can 
answer the first part: “I flee from the face of my mistress Sarai.” But she gives no clear 
answer about where she is going. That is the danger of wounded running. It can be very 
clear about what it is leaving and completely unclear about where it is landing. 

That question belongs in every Bible believer’s spiritual vocabulary. Whence camest thou? 
Whither wilt thou go? Where did this begin, and where will it take you? That question needs 
to be asked of the wounded person, but it must be asked the way God asks it, not the way a 
Pharisee weaponizes it. God is not mocking Hagar. He is bringing her into the light. He is 
helping her think beyond the pain of the moment. When people are hurt, they often 
measure decisions by immediate relief. They think, “I just have to get away.” Sometimes 
getting away is necessary. But relief is not always restoration. Distance is not always 
healing. Escape is not always wisdom. God’s question forces the runner to consider 
destination, not just departure. 

That is where a lot of people ruin themselves. They define freedom only as leaving pressure. 
They never ask what kind of wilderness they are entering. A man leaves a bad situation and 



runs into worse sin. A woman flees a painful relationship and runs into bitterness. A 
believer leaves a compromised church and runs into isolation, cynicism, or doctrinal 
madness. A young person flees strictness and runs into bondage disguised as liberty. A 
wounded soul flees harshness and runs into people who flatter the wound while poisoning 
the spirit. God’s question is mercy: where did you come from, and where are you going? 
The first may explain your pain. The second may determine your future. 

5. God Names Her Bondage Without Ignoring Her Pain 

The angel of the LORD calls her “Hagar, Sarai’s maid” (Genesis 16:8). That is not accidental. 
God calls her by her personal name, but He also names her position. He does not erase the 
facts because she is wounded. He does not say, “Hagar, independent woman of the 
wilderness.” He does not redefine reality to comfort her emotions. She is Hagar, and she is 
Sarai’s maid. The God who sees her affliction also tells the truth about her station. That is 
important because real compassion is not the same as flattery. God’s mercy does not heal 
by lying. It heals by bringing truth to pain. 

Then comes the hard command: “Return to thy mistress, and submit thyself under her 
hands” (Genesis 16:9). Modern ears hate that verse. The flesh wants God to validate flight, 
condemn the other side, and build a monument to personal injury. But God is not a social 
media therapist. He does not feed victimhood, even when the wound is real. He tells Hagar 
to return and submit. That does not mean every abused or endangered person should 
remain in harm’s way. You must handle Scripture with discernment and rightly divide the 
matter. But in Hagar’s specific case, God’s command was not, “Keep running.” It was, 
“Return.” The wilderness was where God met her, not where God meant her to stay. 

This is one of the hardest truths in the doctrine of wounded fleeing. God may meet you in 
the wilderness and still send you back to deal with what you ran from. He may comfort you 
and then command you. He may reveal that He sees you and then require submission, 
humility, endurance, or reconciliation. Wounds do not automatically cancel responsibility. 
Pain does not automatically make every choice right. Affliction does not automatically 
sanctify every emotion. God can be tender without being permissive. He can be 
compassionate without being sentimental. He can see Hagar’s pain and still tell Hagar 
what she must do. 

6. God Gives Promise in the Place of Pain 

Before Hagar returns, God gives her promise. “I will multiply thy seed exceedingly, that it 
shall not be numbered for multitude” (Genesis 16:10). That is remarkable. Hagar did not 
meet God in a palace. She did not receive this word in a polished religious ceremony. She 
received it in the wilderness while fleeing from affliction. The promise did not erase the 



hardship, but it gave meaning beyond the hardship. God was telling her that her life was not 
finished because she had been wounded. The child in her womb was not invisible. Her 
future was not swallowed by Sarai’s harshness, Abram’s weakness, or her own flight. 

This is where wounded people need truth, not religious clichés. God never promised Hagar 
an easy road. In fact, what He says about Ishmael is hard: “He will be a wild man; his hand 
will be against every man, and every man’s hand against him” (Genesis 16:12). That is not 
soft devotional wallpaper. That is prophecy with teeth. Yet even in that hard word, God is 
showing Hagar that He knows the child, the future, the conflict, the nations, and the road 
ahead. Wounded people often think pain means God has lost track of the story. Hagar 
learns the opposite. God knows more of the story than anyone in Abram’s household 
knows. 

There is also a warning here. The mercy of God in pain does not mean the consequences of 
fleshly choices disappear. Genesis 16 is still the product of human impatience. Ishmael’s 
birth would have long consequences. God can meet the wounded inside the 
consequences, but that does not mean the original fleshly decision was harmless. A lot of 
people want the comfort of Genesis 16 without the warning of Genesis 16. Do not miss 
either side. The chapter says God sees the wounded, but it also says the flesh complicates 
everything it touches. Abram and Sarai tried to help God, and the wound spread through 
generations. The mercy is real, but so is the mess. 

7. Thou God Seest Me 

Hagar’s great confession is one of the most beautiful in Scripture: “Thou God seest me” 
(Genesis 16:13). That is the revelation born in the wilderness. She had been seen by Sarai 
as a servant, seen by Abram as part of a household arrangement, seen by others perhaps 
as a bondwoman, a problem, or a means to an end. But in the wilderness she learns that 
God sees her. Not merely her usefulness. Not merely her womb. Not merely her conflict. 
Not merely her mistakes. God sees her. That does not mean He approves of everything in 
her heart or every step in her flight. It means she is not invisible to Him. 

This truth is a balm to wounded souls and a rebuke to cruel religion. The Lord sees what 
others dismiss. He sees the servant girl in the wilderness. He sees the woman at the well. 
He sees the widow casting in two mites. He sees Nathanael under the fig tree. He sees 
Zacchaeus up in the sycamore tree. He sees Peter weeping after denial. He sees Paul blind 
on the road to Damascus. He sees the believer who feels buried under pressure, ignored by 
people, misunderstood by friends, and reduced to one painful chapter by everyone else. 
“Thou God seest me” is not sentimental. It is sovereign. It means no wound is hidden, no 



road is unmarked, no wilderness is outside His view, and no tear falls beyond His 
knowledge. 

But do not miss the other edge of it. If God sees the wound, He also sees the pride. If He 
sees the affliction, He also sees the attitude. If He sees what Sarai did, He also sees what 
Hagar did. If He sees the hard dealing, He also sees the despising. “Thou God seest me” 
comforts and corrects at the same time. That is why it is such a powerful revelation. The 
God who sees me cannot be manipulated by my version of the story. He sees the whole 
thing. He sees where I was wronged, and He sees where I was wrong. He sees the pain that 
made me run, and He sees the destination that would destroy me if He did not stop me. 
That is not a threat to the honest soul. That is mercy. 

Conclusion 

When the wounded flee, God does not always handle them the way religious people do. He 
does not pretend their pain is imaginary. He does not erase the complexity of the situation. 
He does not reduce Hagar to a rebel because she ran, nor does He flatter her into thinking 
her flight is the final answer. He finds her. He questions her. He names her situation. He 
gives her command. He gives her promise. He reveals Himself. That is the pattern. The 
wilderness becomes a place of divine confrontation and divine comfort. Hagar ran from the 
face of Sarai, but she ran straight into the sight of God. That is why this passage belongs 
near the beginning of a series on fleeing. It teaches us that not every runner is wicked. 
Some are wounded. 

This matters because Bible believers must learn to handle people with both truth and 
mercy. If all you have is mercy without truth, you will encourage people to live in the 
wilderness and call it healing. If all you have is truth without mercy, you will crush people 
God intended to restore. God gives both. He tells Hagar the truth about who she is and 
where she belongs, but He also lets her know that she is seen, heard, and not forgotten. 
That is perfect dealing. The Lord does not build a doctrine of self-pity around Hagar’s pain, 
but neither does He ignore the affliction that sent her running. He does what only God can 
do: He divides the matter perfectly. 

So the doctrine of fleeing must begin with compassion before it moves into condemnation. 
There are rebels who need to be rebuked, but there are wounded souls who need to be 
found by the fountain. There are Jonahs who need a storm, but there are Hagars who need 
the God who sees. There are cowards who must be told to stand, but there are broken 
people who must first learn that the Lord knows their name. The great lesson is this: a 
person may run from pain, but he cannot outrun the eye of God. And if God meets him in 
the wilderness, the meeting is not meant to leave him wandering forever. It is meant to turn 



flight into faith, pain into revelation, and a wounded road into a testimony that says, “Thou 
God seest me.” 

 

 

3 of 20: The Doctrine of Fleeing: Fleeing to Save Life 

There is a kind of fleeing in the Bible that has nothing to do with cowardice, compromise, 
panic, or unbelief. It is the kind of fleeing that takes God at His word when danger is real, 
judgment is near, and staying put would not be courage but stupidity. A lot of people 
confuse faith with recklessness. They think if a man really trusts God, he should never 
move, never hide, never escape, never avoid danger, and never take the path of 
preservation when God opens it. That sounds spiritual to people who have never read their 
Bible carefully. The Bible is full of men who were commanded to stand, but it is also full of 
men who were commanded to move. There are times when God says, “Stand still, and see 
the salvation of the LORD” (Exodus 14:13), and there are other times when God says, 
“Escape for thy life” (Genesis 19:17). The trouble starts when a man takes a command God 
gave in one situation and tries to force it onto every situation like a religious stencil. That is 
not faith. That is lazy Bible handling. 

The doctrine of fleeing includes preservation. God made life, values life, sustains life, and 
at times commands His people to take action to preserve life. The devil loves two extremes. 
On one side, he gets cowards to run when God told them to stand. On the other side, he 
gets proud fools to stand when God told them to flee. Both errors can be dressed up in 
religious language. One man abandons his post and says, “I am just being wise.” Another 
man ignores a divine warning and says, “I am just trusting God.” But the Bible never 
measures obedience by how dramatic it looks. It measures obedience by whether the man 
obeyed what God said. If God says flee, then the most faithful thing you can do is move. If 
God says escape, then staying behind is not bravery. It is rebellion with a religious face. 

This essay centers on two major examples: Lot fleeing from Sodom before judgment fell, 
and Joseph taking Mary and the young child Jesus into Egypt because Herod sought the 
child to destroy Him. In both cases, fleeing was tied to preserving life under divine warning. 
Lot had to get out before fire and brimstone fell upon the cities of the plain. Joseph had to 
arise in the night and flee into Egypt because the king was hunting the young child. One 
scene happens in the Old Testament under the shadow of Sodom’s filth and judgment. The 
other happens in the New Testament under the shadow of Herod’s murderous rage. In both, 
God gives warning, and the correct response is movement. That is the lesson: there are 
moments when staying is not faith, but foolishness. There are moments when departure is 



obedience. There are moments when the spiritual man does not make speeches at the 
door of danger. He gets his household and goes. 

1. Fleeing Is Sometimes Obedience to Warning 

The first thing to settle is that warning is one of God’s mercies. People often treat warning 
like an inconvenience. God calls it mercy. If God warns a man before judgment falls, that 
man has received grace. He may not like the tone, the timing, the disruption, or the 
demand, but he has received grace. In Genesis 19, the angels did not come to Sodom to 
negotiate with the city. They came because judgment had reached its appointed hour. “For 
we will destroy this place, because the cry of them is waxen great before the face of the 
LORD” (Genesis 19:13). That statement is final. The city had passed the point of debate. 
The only question left for Lot was whether he would escape or perish with the place. The 
warning did not ask Lot how attached he was to the city. It demanded that he leave it. 

That is where many people fail. They want warning without separation. They want God to 
tell them danger is near but still allow them to manage their attachments. They want to be 
informed, but not interrupted. Lot had ties in Sodom. He had a house there. He had family 
connections there. He had social position there. He sat in the gate. He had daughters 
married or betrothed into that world. He had years of compromise woven into the streets. 
When God said leave, it was not a small thing. It tore up his life. But warning does not 
become invalid because obedience is costly. When God warns, the cost of staying is 
always worse than the cost of leaving. 

Joseph in Matthew 2 receives warning in a different form. “The angel of the Lord appeareth 
to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee into 
Egypt” (Matthew 2:13). Notice the language. It is direct. Arise. Take. Flee. Be there. Joseph is 
not given a committee meeting, a survey, a twelve-week discernment process, or a chance 
to ask whether Egypt has better accommodations than Bethlehem. He is warned that 
Herod will seek the young child to destroy Him. So Joseph obeys. That is faith. Faith does 
not always look like standing in the courtyard defying the tyrant. Sometimes faith looks like 
a man waking up in the night, gathering his family, and slipping away because God told him 
danger was coming. 

2. Lot Shows the Danger of Lingering 

Lot’s escape is one of the most searching examples in the Bible because he was warned, 
but he lingered. “And while he lingered, the men laid hold upon his hand” (Genesis 19:16). 
That verse is painful because it shows the strange paralysis of a compromised believer. Lot 
knew enough to be troubled by Sodom’s wickedness, but he had lived there long enough 
that leaving it almost had to be forced upon him. The Bible says God delivered just Lot, and 



Peter says he was vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked, but Genesis shows him 
lingering when judgment was at the door. That is the danger of living too close to the thing 
God hates. Even when you know it is doomed, part of you still hesitates to leave it. 

Lingering is not the same as denial. A man can believe the warning and still delay obeying 
it. That may be worse in some ways because he is not ignorant. He knows enough truth to 
be accountable, but he is tangled enough to be slow. That is Lot. His feet are heavy 
because his affections have roots in the wrong ground. He has to be pulled out by mercy. 
“The LORD being merciful unto him” (Genesis 19:16). Do not miss that. Lot’s escape was 
not a monument to Lot’s decisiveness. It was a monument to God’s mercy. The angels laid 
hold of him, his wife, and his daughters, and brought them forth. Lot did not strut out like a 
spiritual giant. He was dragged out like a man too attached to a burning house. 

This is a warning to every Bible believer who thinks he can live near Sodom and still leave 
clean when the time comes. You may think you are using the world, but the world may be 
wrapping itself around your ankles. You may think you can walk away whenever you want, 
but compromise makes obedience sluggish. Sodom does not merely corrupt a man’s 
morals. It dulls his movement. It makes him slow when God says hurry. It makes him 
sentimental when God says separate. It makes him look around when God says escape. 
That is why God’s command was sharp: “Escape for thy life; look not behind thee, neither 
stay thou in all the plain” (Genesis 19:17). When judgment is coming, God does not ask you 
to admire the scenery. 

3. Fleeing Means Breaking With a Doomed System 

Lot was not merely leaving a dangerous neighborhood. He was breaking with a doomed 
system. Sodom was under judgment because its sin had cried unto heaven. That matters 
because fleeing to save life is not only physical preservation. It often involves separation 
from a place, system, crowd, or culture that God has marked for judgment. Lot’s problem 
was that he had become too comfortable in a place that Heaven had already condemned. 
That is why his escape is both historical and doctrinal. Historically, he had to get out of 
Sodom before the fire fell. Doctrinally, he pictures the danger of lingering in a world system 
God has already judged. 

The Bible does not flatter Sodom. It does not call it misunderstood, progressive, complex, 
diverse, wounded, evolving, or culturally ahead of its time. God calls sin what it is. The men 
of Sodom were wicked and sinners before the LORD exceedingly. By Genesis 19, the city’s 
condition is so vile that judgment is no longer delayed. Lot’s flight becomes a testimony 
that there are times when separation is the only sane response. You do not reform Sodom 
when fire is at the door. You do not build bridges with Sodom when God says escape. You 



do not stay in Sodom to preserve influence when your family is about to be destroyed by 
the same world you thought you could manage. 

That principle reaches forward into many places. When God says flee out of Babylon, He is 
not asking for polite engagement with a doomed religious and commercial system. When 
Paul says flee from idolatry, he is not inviting the believer to study how close he can sit to 
the table of devils without getting burned. When the Lord says those in Judea should flee 
into the mountains in a prophetic context, He is not encouraging stubborn survival 
speeches in the city. The Bible knows when a system is past repair. When God marks a 
thing for judgment, the command is not decorate it, redeem it, normalize it, or 
sentimentalize it. The command is escape. 

4. Joseph Shows Immediate Obedience 

Joseph is one of the quietest strong men in the Bible. He does not have many recorded 
words, but his obedience speaks loudly. In Matthew 2, he receives warning in a dream, and 
the Bible says, “When he arose, he took the young child and his mother by night, and 
departed into Egypt” (Matthew 2:14). That is immediate obedience. By night. No delay. No 
bargaining. No waiting for morning comfort. No checking whether Herod might change his 
mind. No religious bravado about staying in Bethlehem because God could protect them 
there if He wanted. God had already revealed the means of protection: flee into Egypt. 

This matters because many people use the sovereignty of God as an excuse to disobey the 
instructions of God. They say, “If God wants to protect me, He can protect me anywhere.” 
True, but if God told you to move, then your refusal to move is not faith in sovereignty. It is 
disobedience to revelation. God could have struck Herod dead in one breath. God could 
have blinded every soldier sent to Bethlehem. God could have surrounded the house with 
angels. God could have done a thousand things. But what He actually told Joseph was, 
“Flee into Egypt.” Faith obeys what God actually said, not what our theology imagines God 
could have done. 

Joseph’s obedience also protected those entrusted to him. He did not merely preserve his 
own life. He moved for the sake of Mary and the young child. There is a lesson here for 
husbands, fathers, pastors, and leaders. Sometimes your obedience is the wall between 
danger and those under your care. A man has no business acting like a hero if his 
stubbornness exposes his family to destruction. Joseph did not ask Mary to be impressed 
by his courage. He took responsibility. He listened to God. He acted quickly. He preserved 
the household. That is manhood with a Bible in it. Not noise. Not posturing. Not chest 
beating. Obedience. 

5. Fleeing Is Not Always Fear 



It is easy for the flesh to mock flight as fear. Sometimes it is. Sometimes it is not. Joseph 
fled into Egypt, but he was not a coward. Lot fled from Sodom, but the command to flee 
was right. David fled from Saul many times, and yet David was no coward. Elijah fled from 
Jezebel, and that case has its own complications, but the simple fact remains that men of 
God have moved, hidden, departed, and escaped at various points without losing their 
calling. Courage is not measured by whether a man stays in the same physical location. 
Courage is measured by whether he obeys God under pressure. 

A man can stay because he is brave, and a man can stay because he is proud. A man can 
flee because he is afraid, and a man can flee because he is obedient. You cannot judge the 
act without the word of God behind it. If God has commanded a man to stand, fleeing is 
disobedience. If God has commanded a man to flee, standing is disobedience. That is why 
Bible believers must be careful with slogans. “Never run” sounds bold until God says run. 
“Always choose safety” sounds wise until God says stand. The spiritual life cannot be lived 
by slogans. It must be lived by Scripture, prayer, discernment, and obedience. 

This also corrects the modern counterfeit of courage. Some people think courage is 
reckless exposure to danger so others will admire them. That is not biblical courage. The 
devil tried that kind of thing with Jesus when he took Him to a pinnacle of the temple and 
tempted Him to cast Himself down, quoting Scripture about angelic protection. The Lord 
answered, “Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God” (Matthew 4:7). There it is. Recklessness 
is not faith. Presumption is not courage. Throwing yourself into danger God did not 
command you to enter is not spirituality. Sometimes refusing to jump is faith. Sometimes 
leaving before Herod arrives is faith. Sometimes getting out of Sodom before the fire falls is 
faith. 

6. Fleeing Preserves the Purpose of God 

The flight into Egypt preserved the life of the young child Jesus, but it did more than that. It 
fulfilled Scripture. Matthew says, “that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by 
the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son” (Matthew 2:15). That means 
Joseph’s flight was not an accidental detour in the plan of God. It was woven into prophecy. 
God’s preservation of life was also God’s fulfillment of His word. Men saw danger. Herod 
saw a rival. Joseph saw an urgent command. But God saw prophecy unfolding exactly as 
written. 

This teaches something important about preservation. When God tells a person to flee, He 
may be preserving more than that person understands. Joseph could not see the whole 
prophetic map while packing in the night. He just knew God had spoken, Herod was 
dangerous, and the child had to be taken into Egypt. Many times obedience is like that. You 



do not always see the full shape of God’s purpose when He commands you to move. You 
just obey the light you have. Later, you may discover that what looked like escape was 
actually fulfillment. What looked like interruption was actually direction. What looked like 
retreat was actually protection for something God intended to use later. 

Lot’s case also shows this, though in a more tragic and limited way. God preserved Lot 
because of His mercy and because He remembered Abraham. “God remembered 
Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow” (Genesis 19:29). Lot’s life was 
preserved, but his testimony was damaged, his wife was lost, and his family life after 
Sodom became shameful. Preservation is not always victory in its fullest sense. 
Sometimes a man escapes with life but loses much that compromise had already 
endangered. That is a solemn warning. Joseph fled clean because he obeyed promptly. Lot 
fled late because he lingered. Both escaped death, but they did not leave the same 
testimony behind. 

7. There Is a Time to Escape 

Ecclesiastes says there is a time to every purpose under the heaven. In the doctrine of 
fleeing, there is a time to escape. A man must be spiritually awake enough to know when 
the hour has come. Lot’s hour came when the angels said the city would be destroyed. 
Joseph’s hour came when the angel told him Herod would seek the young child to destroy 
Him. In both cases, delay would have been deadly. There are moments when obedience 
has urgency attached to it. Not every command allows for slow reflection. Some 
commands require immediate movement. 

This applies in more ways than people want to admit. There is a time to escape a sinful 
relationship before it destroys your purity. There is a time to escape a corrupt religious 
system before it eats your conscience. There is a time to escape a business arrangement 
built on dishonesty. There is a time to escape online filth, foolish companions, intoxicating 
influences, and idolatrous environments. There is a time to flee youthful lusts, flee 
fornication, flee idolatry, flee these things, and flee out of Babylon. The devil loves to make 
people think they have endless time to obey. They do not. Lingering is one of his oldest 
tricks. 

But this must be governed by the word of God, not panic. The doctrine is not, “Run 
whenever life gets difficult.” The doctrine is not, “Leave whenever you feel pressure.” The 
doctrine is not, “Escape every hard responsibility.” Lot was told to flee because judgment 
was falling. Joseph was told to flee because Herod sought the child’s life. Nehemiah 
refused to flee because the enemy was trying to scare him out of duty. That balance is 
necessary. The same Bible that says escape for thy life also says, “Should such a man as I 



flee?” The mature believer must know the difference between danger God warns him to 
leave and pressure God commands him to endure. 

Conclusion 

Fleeing to save life is one of the clean proofs that the Bible is not interested in shallow 
definitions of courage. God does not command His people to be fools so they can impress 
other fools. When He says stand, stand. When He says flee, flee. Lot was told to escape 
from Sodom before judgment fell. Joseph was told to flee into Egypt because Herod sought 
the young child to destroy Him. In both cases, the right response was movement. Not 
debate. Not delay. Not religious posturing. Movement. The spiritual issue was not whether 
fleeing looked brave to men. The issue was whether it obeyed the warning of God. 

The contrast between Lot and Joseph is especially instructive. Lot lingered and had to be 
pulled out by mercy. Joseph rose by night and obeyed immediately. Lot had become 
entangled in the world he had to leave. Joseph moved as a faithful guardian of what God 
entrusted to him. Lot escaped with a damaged testimony and deep family tragedy. Joseph’s 
flight became part of fulfilled prophecy. Both examples teach preservation, but they do not 
teach it with the same tone. Lot warns us about the cost of compromise. Joseph shows us 
the beauty of prompt obedience. One man had to be dragged out of a doomed city. The 
other took the young child and His mother by night and departed because God had spoken. 

So let this settle in the mind: there are moments when staying is not faith. It is foolishness. 
There are moments when refusing to move is not courage. It is pride. There are moments 
when God’s mercy comes in the form of a warning, and that warning demands immediate 
obedience. The man who despises warning may call himself bold, but he is only bold 
against his own life. The man who obeys warning may look like he is retreating, but Heaven 
calls it faith. The doctrine of fleeing teaches us that life is worth preserving when God says 
preserve it, that judgment is worth escaping when God says escape it, and that obedience 
is better than religious theater. A wise man does not ask whether fleeing will make him look 
strong. He asks whether God told him to flee. 

 

 

4 of 20: The Doctrine of Fleeing: The Place of Refuge 

There is a kind of fleeing in the Bible that is not merely escape from danger, but flight into 
mercy. That is what you find in the cities of refuge. God did not leave the manslayer to panic 
in the open field, invent his own hiding place, bargain with the avenger of blood, or hope 
that things would somehow work out if he could just run fast enough. God appointed a 



place. God named the cities. God prepared the legal ground. God made room for the man 
whose hands were stained with blood, though the death had happened unawares. That is 
not a small detail in the Law. That is a doctrinal window. It shows that the guilty man needs 
more than motion. He needs refuge. A man can run and still die if he runs to the wrong 
place. A sinner can be religious and still perish if he hides in the wrong shelter. The question 
is not merely, “Are you fleeing?” The question is, “Where are you fleeing?” 

The cities of refuge are among the richest pictures of salvation in the Old Testament. “And 
among the cities which ye shall give unto the Levites there shall be six cities for refuge, 
which ye shall appoint for the manslayer, that he may flee thither” (Numbers 35:6). Notice 
the language. The refuge was appointed. It was not imagined. It was not voted into 
existence by the elders after the crisis began. It was not chosen by the frightened man 
according to personal taste. God appointed it before the manslayer needed it. That is 
grace. Before the guilty man ran, God had already provided a place to run. Before the 
avenger pursued, God had already established a legal shelter. Before the crisis broke out, 
mercy had already made provision. If that does not preach Christ, you are not paying 
attention. “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble” (Psalm 46:1). The 
sinner does not create the refuge. He flees to the refuge God has already provided. 

This essay stands at the heart of the doctrine of fleeing because it shows the difference 
between fleeing in fear and fleeing in faith. A guilty man running blindly is one thing. A guilty 
man running toward God’s appointed refuge is another. The manslayer did not flee because 
he was innocent in the sense that no blood had been shed. Blood had been shed. A man 
was dead. The avenger of blood was real. Judgment was moving. But God distinguished 
between murder and unintentional killing, and He provided refuge for the man who had 
killed unawares. That distinction matters historically under Israel’s law, but the typology 
reaches far deeper. Every sinner needs a refuge from judgment. Every sinner needs a place 
where the blood issue is dealt with legally, not emotionally. Every sinner needs more than 
good intentions, tears, religious ceremonies, family traditions, moral improvement, and 
self-defense. He needs the refuge God appointed. That refuge is not a church building, not 
a water tank, not a wafer, not a priest, not a denomination, not a confession booth, not a 
system of works, and not a feeling in the chest. The refuge is Christ. 

1. God Appointed the Refuge 

The first great truth is that God appointed the refuge. That is the death blow to man-made 
religion. “Then ye shall appoint you cities to be cities of refuge for you; that the slayer may 
flee thither” (Numbers 35:11). The refuge was not a human invention. It was not a clever 
social program. It was not sentimental mercy without justice. It was God’s arrangement 
inside God’s law for God’s people in God’s land. The guilty man did not get to decide what 



counted as safety. God decided. The elders did not get to make up a refuge according to 
emotion. God appointed the cities. The avenger did not get to ignore the refuge because he 
was angry. God set the terms. That is Bible salvation in picture form. God appoints the 
place where mercy and justice meet. 

Man has always tried to manufacture refuges for himself. Adam tried fig leaves. Cain tried a 
city. The builders of Babel tried a tower. Israel tried alliances with Egypt and Assyria. 
Religious men try sacraments, rituals, genealogies, ceremonies, works, traditions, and 
spiritual resumes. Modern sinners try therapy language, self-esteem, moral comparison, 
social virtue, charitable deeds, emotional sincerity, and the tired little line that “God knows 
my heart.” Yes, He does, and that is precisely the problem. “The heart is deceitful above all 
things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?” (Jeremiah 17:9). A sinner does not need 
a hiding place built by his own heart. He needs a refuge appointed by God. 

That is why Christ is not one option among many. He is the appointed refuge. “Neither is 
there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). That verse is narrow because truth is narrow. The 
city of refuge did not save the man if he decided to run to another city because it looked 
nicer, felt closer, or carried sentimental value. The refuge was where God said it was. 
Likewise, salvation is where God put it. “In whom we have redemption through his blood, 
even the forgiveness of sins” (Colossians 1:14). Not in Mary. Not in Rome. Not in a 
preacher. Not in a denomination. Not in your baptism. Not in your repentance as a work. 
Not in your church attendance. Not in your moral repair job. In Christ. 

2. The Manslayer Needed Mercy and Law 

The cities of refuge are not a picture of sloppy forgiveness. They are legal. They operate 
inside the law of God. That matters because salvation is not God winking at sin. Salvation is 
not God acting as if blood does not matter. The manslayer had killed a man. He may have 
done it ignorantly and unawares, but there was still a dead body and an avenger of blood. 
Numbers 35 and Deuteronomy 19 take the matter seriously. God is careful to distinguish 
murder from accidental killing, hatred from ignorance, premeditated violence from 
unintentional death. This teaches that God’s mercy is never ignorant mercy. He knows the 
facts. He weighs the cause. He judges righteously. 

The guilty man needed a place where the law itself protected him from the avenger until the 
case could be heard. “That the slayer that killeth any person unawares and unwittingly may 
flee thither: and they shall be your refuge from the avenger of blood” (Joshua 20:3). That 
phrase is full of doctrine. Refuge from the avenger of blood. The danger was not imaginary. 
The avenger had a real claim. Blood had been shed, and blood cried for reckoning. This 



points to a truth sinners hate: judgment is not God having a bad day. Judgment is moral 
necessity in a universe ruled by a holy God. Sin has wages. “For the wages of sin is death” 
(Romans 6:23). The sinner needs refuge because justice is not a metaphor. 

Christ saves the sinner legally, not sentimentally. The cross is not God deciding sin no 
longer matters. The cross is God dealing with sin through blood. “Being justified freely by 
his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus” (Romans 3:24). “To declare his 
righteousness for the remission of sins that are past” (Romans 3:25). “That he might be 
just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus” (Romans 3:26). There it is. Just and 
justifier. Mercy and law. Grace and righteousness. The city of refuge protected the 
manslayer because God had appointed legal refuge. Christ saves the sinner because God 
has provided a righteous basis for mercy through the blood of His Son. God does not save 
by ignoring justice. He saves by satisfying it. 

3. The Guilty Man Had to Flee 

The appointed refuge did the manslayer no good if he did not flee to it. That is the next great 
point. God provided the city, but the man had to run. The road was there. The city was 
there. The legal protection was there. But if the man stayed in the field debating, making 
excuses, explaining his intentions, or telling himself the avenger would understand, he 
could die outside the place of refuge. “That every one that killeth any person unawares may 
flee thither” (Numbers 35:15). The refuge was provided, but it had to be reached. This is 
where doctrine becomes personal. You can know there is a Saviour and still not be saved. 
You can know the gospel facts and still not flee to Christ. You can admire the refuge from a 
distance and die outside the gate. 

A lot of sinners are professional explainers. They explain why they are not as bad as others. 
They explain their upbringing. They explain their wounds. They explain their religion. They 
explain their good intentions. They explain their moral improvements. They explain their 
sincerity. But the manslayer did not need to explain himself to the avenger on the road. He 
needed to get to the city. The sinner does not need to spend his life explaining why he is not 
guilty enough to need Christ. He needs to flee to Christ because he is guilty enough to be 
judged. “All have sinned, and come short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). That is not a 
suggestion. That is the verdict. 

This also exposes false religion. False religion gives a sinner something to do while the 
avenger closes the distance. It hands him ceremonies, penance, sacraments, 
memberships, pilgrimages, meditations, moral disciplines, family traditions, and religious 
vocabulary. It keeps him busy but not safe. The gospel tells him where to flee. “Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved” (Acts 16:31). That is not Rome’s long road of 



sacramental uncertainty. That is not Calvinism’s anxious inspection of whether you are 
secretly elect. That is not modern evangelical mush that turns salvation into a fog of 
feelings. That is a clear command to a guilty man: flee to Christ by faith. Get inside the 
refuge God appointed. 

4. The Way Had to Be Prepared 

Deuteronomy 19 adds a detail that deserves its own trumpet blast: “Thou shalt prepare 
thee a way” (Deuteronomy 19:3). God did not merely appoint the refuge. He commanded 
Israel to prepare the road. The way to the city had to be accessible. That is tremendous. If 
the manslayer was running for his life, a blocked road, neglected path, confusing route, or 
hidden entrance could cost him everything. Mercy did not only build the city. Mercy cleared 
the road. God cared not only that refuge existed, but that the fleeing man could reach it. 
That is exactly what Bible preaching is supposed to do with the gospel. Make the way plain. 

There is a rebuke here to every preacher, teacher, priest, scholar, and religious system that 
muddies salvation. If a man is fleeing for his life, you do not hand him a library card and 
send him into a maze. You point him to the gate. You do not say, “Maybe you are saved, 
maybe you are not, maybe you were chosen, maybe you were not, maybe you persevered 
enough, maybe you did not, maybe the sacraments helped, maybe mortal sin destroyed 
you, maybe purgatory will finish it.” That is not preparing the way. That is piling rubble in the 
road. The gospel road is clear: Christ died for our sins, was buried, and rose again the third 
day according to the scriptures. A sinner is saved by grace through faith, not of works, lest 
any man should boast. “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: 
it is the gift of God” (Ephesians 2:8). “Not of works, lest any man should boast” (Ephesians 
2:9). 

A Bible believer ought to be a road clearer, not a road blocker. The Authorized King James 
Bible makes the gospel plain enough for a child and deep enough to drown a scholar. The 
problem is not that God failed to speak clearly. The problem is that men keep selling fog. 
They trade the clear road for academic doubt, ecclesiastical bondage, mystical 
impressions, psychological jargon, and modern versions that chip away at certainty. 
Prepare the way. Tell the sinner plainly that Christ is the refuge. Tell him the blood is 
enough. Tell him eternal life is a gift. Tell him salvation is received by faith. Tell him he can 
know he has everlasting life. “These things have I written unto you that believe on the name 
of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life” (1 John 5:13). That is a 
prepared road. 

5. The Refuge Was Near Enough to Reach 



The cities of refuge were spread throughout the land so the manslayer could flee there. God 
did not put one refuge in an unreachable corner and mock the man for dying on the way. 
There were six cities appointed among the Levites, distributed so the man could reach 
safety. That arrangement shows the practicality of God’s mercy. God’s refuge is not 
theoretical. It is reachable. He does not command a guilty man to flee and then hide the 
place of safety beyond all access. God’s mercy has hands and feet. It makes provision in 
time, space, law, and geography. The sinner’s need is urgent, so the refuge is made 
available. 

This points beautifully to the nearness of salvation in Christ. Paul says, “The word is nigh 
thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart” (Romans 10:8). Then he says, “That if thou shalt 
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised 
him from the dead, thou shalt be saved” (Romans 10:9). God does not send the sinner 
climbing through a thousand religious ladders to maybe reach mercy at the end of life. 
Christ has come down. The word is near. The gospel is preached. The blood has been shed. 
The resurrection has taken place. The refuge is not hidden in a monastery, locked in a 
cathedral, buried under Greek lexicons, or dispensed by a priestly caste. It is set before the 
sinner in the preaching of the gospel. 

That does not mean every man will flee. Many will not. Some are too proud. Some are too 
religious. Some are too comfortable. Some are too offended by the simplicity of grace. 
Some would rather build a refuge they can boast about than enter one built by God. But the 
problem is not that Christ is insufficient or inaccessible. The problem is that men love 
darkness rather than light because their deeds are evil. A sinner who rejects Christ is not 
rejecting an unavailable refuge. He is rejecting the only refuge God appointed. That is why 
unbelief is so damning. It refuses the open city while the avenger is already on the road. 

6. The Avenger Could Not Enter the Refuge 

Once the manslayer reached the city and stood where God told him to stand, the avenger 
of blood could not lawfully strike him there. That is the glory of refuge. The man was not 
safe because he was faster than the avenger. He was safe because he was inside the 
appointed place. His security rested on God’s ordinance, not his own strength. That is a 
tremendous picture of the believer’s security in Christ. The saved man is not safe because 
he can outrun sin, death, hell, the devil, and judgment. He is safe because he is in Christ. 
“There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1). 
Not less condemnation. No condemnation. 

This is where eternal security shines. If Christ is the refuge, then the believer’s safety 
depends on Christ’s sufficiency, not the believer’s emotional weather. The manslayer 



inside the city did not have to spend every night wondering whether the avenger was 
stronger than the walls. The question was not the avenger’s anger. The question was the 
authority of the refuge. In Christ, the believer is accepted in the beloved, sealed with the 
Holy Spirit of promise, passed from death unto life, and kept by the power of God. “And I 
give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them 
out of my hand” (John 10:28). That is not temporary probation. That is refuge. 

Now, let the works salvation crowd choke on it if they must. They do not like a refuge that 
actually saves. They prefer a revolving door. They want a sinner to run to Christ, then spend 
the rest of his life wondering whether Christ will throw him back outside if he stumbles 
badly enough. That is not refuge. That is terror with religious wallpaper. The Bible teaches 
chastisement for sons, not damnation for sons. “For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, 
and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth” (Hebrews 12:6). A saved man can be 
corrected, scourged, disciplined, and even taken home early, but he is not dragged out of 
Christ and handed back to the avenger. Christ is not a weak refuge. 

7. Outside the Refuge Was Death 

The warning side is just as important as the comfort side. Outside the refuge, the 
manslayer was in danger. If he refused the appointed place, delayed too long, or wandered 
outside the boundary, he exposed himself to the avenger. The refuge was merciful, but the 
mercy had a location. That is a fearful truth. God’s provision does not authorize men to 
despise God’s terms. The city could save the man inside it. It did not save the man who 
admired it from ten miles away. A sinner may admire Christ, quote Christ, discuss Christ, 
paint Christ, sing about Christ, and die without Christ if he never flees to Him by faith. 

This is where a lot of modern religion is deadly. It teaches people to live near Christian 
things without being in Christ. They attend services, enjoy sermons, talk doctrine, defend 
morality, post Bible verses, honor tradition, and feel spiritual because they are close to the 
language of refuge. But close is not in. The manslayer was not safe because he knew the 
city’s name. He was safe when he entered the city. A man is not saved because he knows 
Bible facts. He is saved when he believes on the Lord Jesus Christ. “He that hath the Son 
hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life” (1 John 5:12). That verse does 
not leave room for religious fog. Either you have the Son, or you do not have life. 

Outside the refuge is where human excuses die. Outside the refuge, the man cannot say, 
“But I meant well.” Outside the refuge, he cannot say, “But I was sincere.” Outside the 
refuge, he cannot say, “But I almost entered.” Outside the refuge, he cannot say, “But I 
respected the city.” The avenger does not care. Judgment is not impressed with religious 
nearness. Judgment asks one thing: are you in the place God appointed? That is why Christ 



said, “I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved” (John 10:9). Not by 
culture. Not by religion. Not by morality. Not by sacraments. Not by family. By Him. 

Conclusion 

The place of refuge teaches that fleeing alone is not enough. A man must flee to the right 
place. The guilty manslayer needed more than speed, emotion, regret, intention, or 
explanation. He needed the city God appointed. The road had to be taken. The gate had to 
be reached. The case had to be brought into the place where God’s law provided mercy. 
That is a marvelous picture of the sinner fleeing to Christ. God has not left guilty men to 
invent their own salvation. He has appointed the refuge, prepared the way, opened the 
door, shed the blood, raised His Son from the dead, and commanded sinners to believe. 

The typology is clear without being forced. The manslayer had blood on his hands. The 
sinner has sin on his soul. The avenger of blood was real. Judgment is real. The city was 
appointed before the crisis. Christ was the Lamb slain in the purpose of God before the 
foundation of the world. The way had to be prepared. The gospel must be preached plainly. 
Inside the city was safety. In Christ there is no condemnation. Outside the city was death. 
Outside Christ there is no life. That is the doctrine. The city of refuge is not a cute Old 
Testament curiosity. It is a blazing gospel picture for any man with enough sense to see 
himself as guilty and enough faith to flee where God told him to flee. 

So let the sinner stop hiding behind fig leaves, religion, works, tradition, reform, priestcraft, 
and excuses. Let him flee to the refuge. Let the preacher stop blocking the road with 
theological rubble and preach Christ plainly. Let the believer rejoice that his refuge is not 
weak, temporary, or uncertain. Christ is the appointed place. Christ is the prepared way. 
Christ is the legal safety. Christ is the mercy of God for the guilty. And when the avenger 
comes, when conscience accuses, when death approaches, when judgment is 
considered, when hell is preached, and when the sinner asks, “Where can I flee?” the Bible 
answer is still the same: flee to Christ, and live. 

 

 

5 of 20: The Doctrine of Fleeing: Preparing the Way 

There is a detail in the law of the cities of refuge that a careless reader will pass over like a 
man stepping over gold in the dirt. God did not merely tell Israel to appoint cities where the 
manslayer could flee. He told them to prepare the way. “Thou shalt prepare thee a way, and 
divide the coasts of thy land, which the LORD thy God giveth thee to inherit, into three 
parts, that every slayer may flee thither” (Deuteronomy 19:3). That is not filler. That is 



doctrine. The refuge had to be appointed, but the road also had to be clear. A city hidden 
behind confusion, blocked roads, neglected paths, misleading signs, or careless 
maintenance might be a refuge in name, but it would not help the running man if he could 
not reach it in time. The manslayer had blood behind him, the avenger behind him, fear 
inside him, and death waiting for him if the road failed. So God cared about the road. God 
cared about access. God cared about clarity. God cared that the guilty man knew where to 
run and could get there. 

That single phrase, “prepare thee a way,” is one of the strongest pictures of plain gospel 
preaching you will find in the Old Testament. The city of refuge points to Christ, but the 
prepared way points to the preaching that makes Christ plain to the guilty sinner. God has 
provided the refuge, but preachers are supposed to clear the road. God has appointed the 
Saviour, but teachers are supposed to point men to Him without fog, without priestcraft, 
without tradition, without theological games, without corrupt Bible confusion, without 
sacramental mud, without philosophical smoke, and without turning the gospel into a 
maze. When a sinner is fleeing from judgment, you do not hand him a denominational map 
written in disappearing ink. You point him to Christ. “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved” (Acts 16:31). That is a clear road. “Christ died for our sins according to 
the scriptures; and that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the 
scriptures” (1 Corinthians 15:3-4). That is a clear road. “For by grace are ye saved through 
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God” (Ephesians 2:8). That is a clear road. 

This essay must be direct because the issue is life and death. The manslayer did not have 
the luxury of wandering through religious riddles while the avenger of blood closed the 
distance. He needed a prepared way. Likewise, the sinner does not need a preacher who 
sounds impressive but cannot tell a guilty soul how to be saved. He does not need a priest 
who sends him to sacraments. He does not need a scholar who takes a sharp King James 
Bible and dulls it with Greek corrections. He does not need a Calvinist who tells him Christ 
may not have died for him. He does not need a modernist who says hell is a metaphor and 
sin is trauma. He does not need a sentimental evangelical who turns salvation into a 
feeling, a lifestyle brand, or a therapeutic decision to improve himself. He needs the road 
cleared. He needs the signs readable. He needs Christ lifted up. He needs the blood 
preached. He needs the cross made plain. He needs the resurrection declared. He needs 
the promise of eternal life set before him without religious fog. God said, “prepare thee a 
way,” and any man who clutters that way will answer for it. 

1. God Cares About the Road 

The first lesson from Deuteronomy 19:3 is that God cares about the road. He does not 
merely care that refuge exists somewhere in the land. He cares that the fleeing man can 



reach it. “Thou shalt prepare thee a way” means the path mattered. The road was not a 
decorative feature. It was part of the mercy. If the city was appointed but the way was 
blocked, overgrown, confusing, or neglected, then the provision would be hindered by 
human carelessness. A man running for his life needs more than a theoretical refuge. He 
needs a practical road. That is why God puts this instruction into the law. Mercy is not 
careless. Grace is not sloppy. Divine provision includes the means by which the needy man 
reaches safety. 

That has immediate preaching application. God has provided Christ as the refuge, but the 
way must be made clear in preaching. The gospel is not supposed to be buried under 
religious clutter. Paul said, “For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel” (1 
Corinthians 1:17). That one verse clears more road than a whole stack of denominational 
manuals. Baptism has its place after salvation, but Paul would not allow baptism to be 
confused with the gospel itself. Then he says he did not preach “with wisdom of words, lest 
the cross of Christ should be made of none effect” (1 Corinthians 1:17). There it is. Human 
cleverness can clutter the road. A man can be so polished, so academic, so 
denominationally trained, so rhetorically impressive, and so full of religious vocabulary that 
he makes the cross harder to see. 

The road must be kept plain because the need is urgent. A sinner is not casually strolling 
through a religious museum. He is guilty before God. “For all have sinned, and come short 
of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). He is under death. “For the wages of sin is death” 
(Romans 6:23). He is without strength. “For when we were yet without strength, in due time 
Christ died for the ungodly” (Romans 5:6). He is not looking for a self-improvement path if 
he has any Bible sense at all. He is fleeing for life. That is why gospel preaching should have 
signs on the road that can be read by children, drunkards, church people, criminals, old 
sinners, young sinners, religious sinners, and broken sinners. Christ died. Christ was 
buried. Christ rose again. Believe on Him. That is the road. 

2. The Refuge Was Appointed Before the Runner Needed It 

The way could be prepared because the refuge had already been appointed. God did not 
wait until a man killed someone unawares and then scramble to create mercy. The cities 
were established in advance. That is how God works. His provision precedes our crisis. 
Before the manslayer ran, the city was there. Before the avenger pursued, the law was 
written. Before fear filled the man’s chest, God had already marked the place of refuge. This 
is a powerful picture of salvation. God did not invent the cross as an emergency reaction to 
man’s fall. The Lamb was foreordained before the foundation of the world. God’s mercy is 
older than your sin, not because sin is light, but because God’s counsel is eternal. 



That ought to humble a man. The sinner often thinks he found God when the truth is God 
made the way before the sinner ever knew he needed it. “But God commendeth his love 
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). While we 
were yet sinners. Not after we cleaned up. Not after we made ourselves acceptable. Not 
after we proved we could be trusted with grace. Christ died for the ungodly. Christ died 
before you repented, before you understood, before you prayed, before you read the Bible, 
before you cleaned up anything, and before you had a religious thought worth keeping. The 
refuge was there before you started running. 

But here is the danger: a refuge appointed in eternity must still be preached in time. Christ 
has finished the work, but men must hear about it. “So then faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God” (Romans 10:17). That is why preparing the way matters. The 
work is done, but the message must be clear. The blood has been shed, but the sinner 
must be told. The resurrection is accomplished, but the gospel must be preached. The 
road is not the refuge, but it leads to the refuge. The preacher is not the Saviour, but he 
points to the Saviour. The Bible is not the blood, but it reveals the blood. Do not worship the 
road as if it were the city, but do not neglect the road as if men can reach the city without it. 

3. A Blocked Road Can Cost a Man His Life 

Think about the terror of a blocked road in this law. A man has killed another unawares. The 
avenger of blood is coming. The manslayer runs toward the city of refuge, but the road is 
broken, the signs are missing, the path is overgrown, the gate is hard to find, and no one 
bothered to maintain the way. What happens then? A man may die not because there was 
no refuge, but because the way to refuge was neglected. That is a fearful thought. God 
appointed mercy, but careless men made it difficult to reach. That is why “prepare thee a 
way” is not a small command. It is a command with blood in it. 

Now bring that over to preaching. How many sinners have been sent wandering by 
preachers who could not give a plain gospel invitation? How many were told to turn over a 
new leaf, join the church, get baptized, confess to a priest, keep the commandments, 
surrender every area, make Jesus Lord of every thought, feel sorry enough, prove 
repentance enough, endure to the end, or wait to see if they were elect? That is not clearing 
the road. That is putting rocks in it. The gospel is not that you become worthy of Christ. The 
gospel is that Christ died for the unworthy. The gospel is not that you climb to God. The 
gospel is that God came down in the person of His Son. The gospel is not that you work 
until God accepts you. The gospel is that “to him that worketh not, but believeth on him 
that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted righteousness” (Romans 4:5). 



A blocked road does not always look like open heresy. Sometimes it looks like adding just 
enough religious language to confuse the issue. A man says salvation is by grace, but then 
he makes works the proof in such a way that no trembling sinner can tell whether grace 
actually saves. Another says Christ is the Saviour, but then makes sacraments the pipeline 
of saving grace. Another says believe on Christ, but then corrects the Bible until nobody 
knows what the verse says. Another says the gospel is simple, but then makes assurance 
sound presumptuous. That is road damage. That is spiritual vandalism. A man who blocks 
the way to refuge is not just making a theological mistake. He is endangering souls. 

4. False Gospels Put Rubble in the Road 

Every false gospel is rubble in the road to refuge. Rome puts sacraments in the road. 
Calvinism puts a secret decree in the road. Liberalism puts unbelief in the road. 
Pentecostal emotionalism puts signs and feelings in the road. Legalism puts performance 
in the road. Hebrew roots bondage puts Moses in the road. Modern psychology puts self-
healing in the road. The prosperity crowd puts greed in the road. The social gospel puts 
activism in the road. The world puts self-esteem in the road. The devil does not care what 
kind of obstruction you use as long as the sinner does not get to Christ by simple faith in 
the blood of the Lamb. 

Paul knew this battle. He said, “But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other 
gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed” 
(Galatians 1:8). That is not soft language because the matter is not soft. The gospel is not a 
playground for religious experimentation. It is the road to refuge. You do not get to edit it, 
add to it, polish it with philosophy, soften it for culture, or bury it under church tradition. 
Paul says if anyone preaches another gospel, let him be accursed. That includes angels, 
apostles, scholars, priests, pastors, bishops, elders, influencers, and sweet-talking 
religious professionals with clean smiles and corrupt messages. 

The gospel road is cleared by subtraction as much as proclamation. You must remove what 
men have added. Salvation is not Christ plus mass, Christ plus confession to a priest, 
Christ plus water baptism, Christ plus law keeping, Christ plus speaking in tongues, Christ 
plus enduring without failure, Christ plus religious membership, Christ plus your ability to 
prove you were chosen before the foundation of the world. Salvation is Christ. “For other 
foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 3:11). If a 
man flees to Christ, he lives. If he flees to a religious system that uses Christ’s name while 
denying the sufficiency of His finished work, he is not in the city. He is standing in the road 
with rubble around his feet. 

5. Corrupt Words Confuse the Signs 



A prepared road needs clear signs. That is where the words of God matter. If you change the 
signs, remove the signs, blur the signs, or replace the signs with academic guesswork, you 
endanger the runner. This is why the Bible issue is not a hobby horse. It is tied to the road. 
God gave words. “The words of the LORD are pure words” (Psalm 12:6). “Every word of God 
is pure” (Proverbs 30:5). “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4). If every word matters, then corrupting 
words matters. If faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God, then tampering 
with the word is not harmless. 

Modern Bible confusion has done more to clutter the road than most people realize. A man 
opens one version and finds a verse. He opens another and finds the verse missing. He 
hears one preacher say the blood is essential. He hears another say the best manuscripts 
remove this or change that. He hears scholars correct the Book every Sunday while 
pretending to honor it. He hears footnotes cast doubt on the text. He watches men with 
degrees talk down to the Bible as though the Holy Ghost was waiting for a committee in 
Alexandria to fix His vocabulary. That is not preparing the way. That is turning the road signs 
sideways and then blaming the runner for being confused. 

Plain Bible preaching requires confidence in the Book. A preacher who does not believe he 
has the words of God will not clear the road. He will turn every sign into a discussion. “This 
should be rendered.” “A better reading is.” “The oldest manuscripts omit.” “The Greek 
suggests.” “Scholars disagree.” Meanwhile the sinner is bleeding, the avenger is coming, 
and the refuge is straight ahead if someone would just point without stuttering. Give him 
the Book. Give him the gospel. Give him the blood. Give him Christ. “In whom we have 
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace” 
(Ephesians 1:7). That sign does not need correcting. It needs believing. 

6. Plain Preaching Clears the Way 

Plain preaching is not shallow preaching. Plain preaching is deep truth delivered with a 
sharp edge and a clear direction. A muddy preacher can make simple things sound deep 
because nobody knows what he means. A Bible preacher can make deep things clear 
because he has enough fear of God not to hide the road. Paul said, “Seeing then that we 
have such hope, we use great plainness of speech” (2 Corinthians 3:12). That should be 
written over every pulpit. Great plainness of speech. Not verbal fog. Not religious theater. 
Not academic peacock feathers. Not emotional manipulation. Plainness. 

John the Baptist cleared the road when he cried, “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). That is road clearing. He did not say, “Behold the 
institutional process.” He did not say, “Behold the sacramental system.” He did not say, 



“Behold your inner potential.” He did not say, “Behold a moral example only.” He said, 
“Behold the Lamb of God.” The lamb means blood. The lamb means substitution. The lamb 
means sacrifice. The lamb means God provided the offering. That is clear enough for a 
child and strong enough to split a theologian’s skull if he tries to improve it. 

Peter cleared the road at Pentecost by preaching Christ crucified and risen. Paul cleared 
the road at Philippi by saying, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved” 
(Acts 16:31). Philip cleared the road for the Ethiopian eunuch by preaching unto him Jesus. 
A preacher’s job is not to impress people with how many side trails he knows. His job is to 
point sinners to Christ and saints into the Book. There is a time to teach doctrine in great 
depth, and there is a place for rightly dividing the word of truth with precision, but precision 
should sharpen the road, not bury it. If a sinner leaves your preaching less certain how to 
be saved than when he came in, you did not prepare the way. You fogged it. 

7. Remove the Stumblingblocks 

Preparing the way means removing stumblingblocks. Isaiah 57:14 says, “Cast ye up, cast 
ye up, prepare the way, take up the stumblingblock out of the way of my people.” That is 
exactly the spirit of Deuteronomy 19:3. Clear the road. Remove what causes people to 
stumble. The stumblingblock may be false doctrine. It may be religious pride. It may be 
hypocrisy. It may be traditions that make the commandment of God of none effect. It may 
be a preacher who uses the pulpit to display himself instead of magnifying Christ. It may be 
church culture that trains people to perform religion while never understanding the gospel. 
Whatever blocks the way must be removed. 

Jesus rebuked the lawyers because they had “taken away the key of knowledge” (Luke 
11:52). He said, “ye entered not in yourselves, and them that were entering in ye hindered” 
(Luke 11:52). That is one of the most terrifying indictments in the Bible. They did not merely 
reject truth personally. They hindered others from entering. That is the opposite of 
preparing the way. Those men were road blockers. They stood between needy souls and the 
light God had given. Religious leaders can do that with tradition, intimidation, false 
authority, intellectual pride, and manipulation. That is why the Lord’s anger burns hot 
against them. It is bad enough to refuse refuge. It is worse to stand in the road and hinder 
others from reaching it. 

A Bible believer should be the opposite. He should clear the path to Christ wherever he 
can. In preaching, clear it. In writing, clear it. In conversation, clear it. In ministry, clear it. In 
family devotions, clear it. In social media posts, clear it. In witnessing, clear it. Make the 
gospel plain. Make the Bible plain. Make the difference between salvation and discipleship 
plain. Make the difference between justification and sanctification plain. Make the 



difference between the free gift of eternal life and the cost of service plain. Make the blood 
plain. Make faith plain. Make grace plain. Make assurance plain. A fleeing man does not 
need fog. He needs a road. 

Conclusion 

“Thou shalt prepare thee a way” is not a minor administrative instruction buried in Israel’s 
law. It is a revelation of how God thinks about mercy. God appointed the refuge, but He also 
commanded the road to be prepared. The fleeing man’s need was urgent, and God did not 
want the way cluttered, neglected, hidden, or confused. That gives us a powerful picture of 
gospel ministry. Christ is the refuge, and the gospel is the clear road by which sinners are 
pointed to Him. The road does not save apart from the refuge, but a blocked road can keep 
a frightened man wandering until it is too late. Therefore the road matters. 

This is why false gospels are not harmless differences of opinion. They put rubble in the 
road. This is why corrupt Bibles are not just academic preferences. They confuse the signs. 
This is why muddy preaching is not a mark of depth. It is a danger to souls. This is why 
sacramental systems, works salvation, religious tradition, philosophical unbelief, and 
emotional manipulation must be rebuked. They do not prepare the way. They obstruct it. A 
sinner fleeing judgment needs Christ, not a religious obstacle course. He needs blood, not 
ceremony. He needs grace, not merit. He needs faith, not works. He needs a Saviour, not a 
system. 

So clear the road. Lift up Christ. Preach the cross. Name the blood. Declare the 
resurrection. Open the King James Bible and let it speak plainly. Tell the guilty man where to 
flee. Tell the fearful man the refuge is appointed. Tell the broken man the way is open. Tell 
the religious man his works cannot save him. Tell the proud man to bow. Tell the confused 
man that salvation is in Christ alone. Tell the doubting believer that eternal life means 
eternal life. God prepared the refuge, and He commanded the way to be prepared. Any man 
who loves souls ought to spend his life clearing the road to Christ, not cluttering it. 

 

 

6 of 20: The Doctrine of Fleeing: Fleeing From the Sword 

There is a kind of fleeing in the Bible that begins when the sword comes out. Men may talk 
boldly in the council chamber, boast in the palace, strut in the battlefield, polish their 
armor, count their chariots, sharpen their spears, number their soldiers, and print their own 
propaganda, but when the sword begins to move under the hand of God, the proud 
discover how thin their confidence really was. The Bible shows men fleeing from armies, 



kings fleeing from rebellion, cities fleeing from invasion, nations fleeing before judgment, 
and enemies fleeing when God rises for His people. The sword is one of the great equalizers 
in Scripture. It does not care about a man’s title. It does not tremble before a crown. It does 
not salute a throne. It does not ask whether a city had walls, money, heritage, culture, 
scholarship, or influence. When God permits the sword to come, earthly strength is 
weighed in the balance, and most of it is found lighter than dust. 

This part of the doctrine of fleeing forces us to look at the instability of earthly power. Men 
love to build systems that look permanent. They build kingdoms, armies, governments, 
cities, institutions, corporations, religious hierarchies, military alliances, and national 
myths, then speak as though those things cannot fall. But the Bible has a habit of walking 
into man’s museum of greatness and knocking the statues over. Egypt looked mighty until 
the Red Sea closed. Jericho looked secure until the walls came down. Sennacherib looked 
unstoppable until one angel walked through the camp. Babylon looked golden until the 
handwriting appeared on the wall. Rome looked eternal until it rotted from inside and 
outside alike. Man’s strength is always impressive until God touches it. “The horse is 
prepared against the day of battle: but safety is of the LORD” (Proverbs 21:31). That verse 
should be written over every war room, every parliament, every throne, and every modern 
think tank where men still pretend they can outplan God. 

The sword in Scripture is not merely an instrument of violence. It is often an instrument of 
exposure. It reveals what men trusted. It reveals what nations worshipped. It reveals which 
kings were paper lions. It reveals which armies were impressive only while the Lord held 
back judgment. It reveals what happens when God gives a people over to the 
consequences of their sin. Sometimes men flee from the sword because God is protecting 
His people and scattering His enemies. Other times they flee from the sword because God 
is chastening His own people for rebellion. Sometimes the sword belongs to an enemy, yet 
God uses it as His rod. Sometimes the sword is raised against Israel, sometimes against 
Gentile nations, sometimes against proud cities, and sometimes against false shepherds 
who thought their religious office would protect them. The lesson is plain: the world boasts 
while the sun is shining, but when judgment draws near, even mighty men look for an 
escape. 

1. The Sword Reveals the Fragility of Man 

Man is fragile, but he hates to admit it. He wraps himself in armor, builds walls around his 
cities, appoints guards around his palace, surrounds himself with counselors, signs 
treaties, stores weapons, and calls it security. The Bible strips all that down with brutal 
honesty. “There is no king saved by the multitude of an host: a mighty man is not delivered 
by much strength” (Psalm 33:16). That verse is not saying armies do not matter in ordinary 



human affairs. It is saying armies do not save a man when God has decided the issue. If the 
Lord is against a man, numbers will not save him. If the Lord is against a city, walls will not 
save it. If the Lord is against a kingdom, strategy will not save it. The sword exposes how 
temporary human strength really is. 

This is why so many war passages contain fleeing. When the pressure comes, men run 
because they finally discover that the things they trusted cannot hold. “He shall flee from 
the iron weapon, and the bow of steel shall strike him through” (Job 20:24). That kind of 
verse takes man’s confidence and cuts it down. He flees one weapon only to be met by 
another. He escapes the iron and is struck by the steel. That is the trap of judgment. A man 
thinks he has found a way out, but God has already prepared the next appointment. Amos 
gives the same idea when he says, “As if a man did flee from a lion, and a bear met him” 
(Amos 5:19). That is not bad luck. That is divine visitation. When God is judging, escape 
routes become corridors to another judgment. 

The modern man is no different. He thinks technology has made him untouchable. He 
thinks surveillance, missiles, banks, medicine, artificial intelligence, bureaucracies, 
agencies, and global networks have placed him beyond the reach of old-fashioned 
collapse. He is wrong. Man’s machinery has become more advanced, but man himself is 
still dust with a pulse. The same God who brought Pharaoh’s chariots into the sea can bring 
a modern system down in an hour. The same God who made mighty men flee in the Old 
Testament can make modern rulers shake behind closed doors. The sword reminds man 
that his life is not held together by his systems. It is held together by God’s permission. 

2. The Sword Can Serve God’s Protection 

Sometimes men flee from the sword because God is defending His people. The clearest 
example is at the Red Sea. Israel appears trapped, Pharaoh appears confident, and Egypt’s 
military machine moves in with all the arrogance of a nation that thinks it can reverse God’s 
deliverance. But when the Lord begins to trouble the Egyptian host, the Egyptians say, “Let 
us flee from the face of Israel; for the LORD fighteth for them against the Egyptians” 
(Exodus 14:25). That is one of the greatest reversals in Scripture. A few hours earlier, Egypt 
was pursuing. Now Egypt wants to flee. What changed? God stepped into the battle. 

Notice what the Egyptians finally understood. They did not merely say Israel had become 
strong. They said the Lord fought for Israel. That is the terror of being on the wrong side of 
God’s covenant purpose. Israel had no cavalry that could match Egypt. Israel had no Red 
Sea naval strategy. Israel had no human answer for Pharaoh’s chariots. But Israel had the 
Lord. When God fights for His people, the pursuer becomes the runner. The hunter 
becomes the hunted. The enslaver becomes the frightened man looking for an exit. The 



mighty Egyptian army that looked so impressive on dry ground became helpless in the 
place God turned into a grave. 

That teaches a lesson every believer needs. The enemy may look strong while God is letting 
him advance, but do not confuse movement with victory. Pharaoh moved. Sennacherib 
moved. Haman moved. Judas moved. The devil moved. But God has a way of letting 
enemies get close enough to reveal their intent before He overthrows them. “The LORD 
shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace” (Exodus 14:14). There are times when 
God’s people must stand still and watch the Lord put fear into the very thing that was trying 
to terrify them. The sword may be raised, the chariot may be rolling, and the enemy may be 
breathing threats, but when God turns the battle, the enemy learns how to flee. 

3. The Sword Can Serve God’s Chastisement 

The sword does not only fall on God’s enemies. Sometimes God lets His own people taste 
the sword because of rebellion. That is where the doctrine becomes uncomfortable. 
Deuteronomy 28 gives both sides. If Israel obeyed the Lord, their enemies would come out 
against them one way and flee before them seven ways. But if Israel rebelled, the Lord 
warned, “Thou shalt go out one way against them, and flee seven ways before them” 
(Deuteronomy 28:25). That is a frightening reversal. Obedience would make their enemies 
flee. Rebellion would make them flee before their enemies. The same God who can scatter 
your enemies can scatter you if you turn from Him. 

This is the part modern Christians often do not want to hear. They like promises of victory, 
but they do not like warnings of chastisement. They like to claim protection while living 
carelessly. They want God to rebuke every enemy while they refuse to rebuke their own sin. 
But the Bible teaches that God chastens His people. “For whom the Lord loveth he 
chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth” (Hebrews 12:6). Chastisement is 
not hatred. It is love with a rod in its hand. Under Israel’s covenant, national disobedience 
could bring military defeat, scattering, famine, captivity, and terror. The sword became a 
rod in the hand of divine correction. 

That principle still searches the heart. A believer under grace is not Israel under the Mosaic 
covenant, and we must rightly divide the word of truth. But God still chastens His children, 
and He still knows how to let a man’s confidence collapse when that man gets proud, 
careless, or rebellious. Sometimes the enemy is not the main issue. Sometimes the issue 
is what God is correcting in His own people. Israel could not simply blame the sword. They 
had to ask why God allowed it. A church, a family, a nation, or a man can become so used 
to blaming outside forces that he never asks whether the Lord is dealing with something 
inside the camp. The sword has a way of revealing that question. 



4. Kings and Cities Flee When Judgment Comes 

Kings like to think they are above the panic of ordinary men, but the Bible does not let them 
pretend for long. Rehoboam had royal blood and a throne, but when Israel stoned Adoram, 
the king “made speed to get him up to his chariot, to flee to Jerusalem” (1 Kings 12:18). 
There is the king in a hurry. The crown did not make him fearless. His title did not stop the 
stones. His chariot became not a symbol of majesty, but an escape vehicle. That is what 
the sword and violence do. They strip the ceremony off power and show the frightened man 
underneath. 

David also fled when Absalom rebelled. “Arise, and let us flee; for we shall not else escape 
from Absalom” (2 Samuel 15:14). David was no coward. He had faced Goliath, fought 
Philistines, survived Saul, and ruled as a warrior king. Yet he knew when flight was 
necessary to preserve life and spare the city. That is another important distinction. Not 
every king who flees is a coward. Sometimes fleeing is strategy, mercy, and survival. David 
understood that remaining in Jerusalem under those circumstances could bring a 
bloodbath upon the city. He fled not because he had no courage, but because he had 
wisdom under pressure. 

Cities also flee in the prophets. “The whole city shall flee for the noise of the horsemen and 
bowmen” (Jeremiah 4:29). Think about that phrase. The whole city. Not one nervous man. 
Not a few cowards. A whole city emptied by the sound of approaching war. When men are 
at ease, they boast in their city. They boast in its walls, markets, temples, towers, armies, 
wealth, and history. But when horsemen and bowmen approach under divine judgment, 
the same city becomes a place people abandon. This is how the Bible cuts down civic 
pride. A city is only as secure as God allows it to be. If He removes protection, the proud 
city becomes a frightened crowd looking for thickets and rocks. 

5. Mighty Men Are Not Always Mighty 

The Bible repeatedly exposes mighty men as temporary men. They may be courageous 
under ordinary conditions, but when God’s visitation comes, their courage can evaporate. 
Jeremiah says, “Let not the swift flee away, nor the mighty man escape; they shall stumble, 
and fall toward the north by the river Euphrates” (Jeremiah 46:6). The swift cannot outrun it. 
The mighty cannot overpower it. Strength and speed both fail when God has appointed the 
fall. That is a direct insult to man’s two favorite survival tools: ability and effort. The swift 
trusts his legs. The mighty trusts his power. God says neither will be enough. 

Amos says, “And he that is courageous among the mighty shall flee away naked in that day, 
saith the LORD” (Amos 2:16). That is a brutal verse. The courageous among the mighty does 
not merely flee. He flees naked. Everything that made him look formidable is stripped away. 



Armor gone. Dignity gone. Public image gone. Boasting gone. Decorations gone. Reputation 
gone. The man who looked heroic under normal conditions is reduced to shameful flight 
when the Lord’s day of reckoning arrives. That is God’s opinion of fleshly confidence. He 
can strip it down until the hero becomes a fugitive. 

This truth should sober every man who idolizes strength. There is nothing wrong with 
courage, discipline, physical strength, military skill, leadership, or preparedness in their 
proper place. But if those things become a man’s god, the sword will eventually expose 
them. God can make a giant fall with a stone. God can make an army hear a noise and flee. 
God can make a king tremble. God can make a captain abandon his post. God can make a 
nation’s best planners look like children. The mightiest man is still a man. The strongest 
nation is still a nation. The greatest army is still an army. “It is better to trust in the LORD 
than to put confidence in man” (Psalm 118:8). 

6. The Sword Drives Men to False Refuges 

When the sword comes, men look for places to flee. The tragedy is that they often flee to 
false refuges. Isaiah asks, “And what will ye do in the day of visitation, and in the desolation 
which shall come from far? to whom will ye flee for help? and where will ye leave your 
glory?” (Isaiah 10:3). That is one of the great questions of judgment. To whom will ye flee? 
Men who would not flee to God in the day of mercy start looking for help in the day of 
visitation. They run to alliances, money, idols, politics, military strategy, foreign powers, 
religious leaders, and human promises. But when God is visiting a people, false refuges 
become death traps. 

Isaiah also records the people saying, “No; for we will flee upon horses; therefore shall ye 
flee” (Isaiah 30:16). They trusted speed. They thought horses would save them. God turns 
their confidence into their sentence. You want to flee on horses? Then flee you shall. You 
want to ride upon the swift? Then your pursuers will be swift. That is how God deals with 
misplaced trust. He can turn the thing you trusted into the very stage on which your failure 
is displayed. Trust horses, and the horse becomes part of your judgment. Trust Egypt, and 
Egypt becomes a broken reed. Trust money, and money grows wings. Trust man, and man 
fails. 

The spiritual application is direct. Men still flee to false refuges when trouble comes. They 
flee to politics, entertainment, substances, money, religion, therapy, activism, distractions, 
conspiracies, gurus, self-help, and digital noise. They run everywhere but to God. The 
sword may be literal in the passage, but the principle is spiritual. When pressure exposes a 
man, his first instinct often reveals his god. Does he flee to prayer? Does he flee to 



Scripture? Does he flee to Christ? Or does he flee to the world’s broken shelters? The day of 
visitation asks every man, “To whom will ye flee for help?” 

7. The Sword Points to Final Judgment 

The sword in Scripture often points beyond immediate battles to final judgment. Men 
fleeing from armies in the Old Testament give us historical examples, but those examples 
also preach prophetically. There is coming a day when kings, great men, rich men, chief 
captains, mighty men, bondmen, and free men will hide themselves in dens and rocks of 
the mountains. They will say to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us, and hide us from the 
face of him that sitteth on the throne” (Revelation 6:16). There is the final panic of earthly 
power. Kings flee. Captains flee. Mighty men flee. Rich men flee. The whole hierarchy of 
human pride runs for cover. 

That scene shows the end of man’s boasting. Men who mocked God will hide from His face. 
Men who laughed at judgment will beg mountains to bury them. Men who trusted armies 
will discover no army can shield them from the wrath of the Lamb. That phrase itself is 
terrifying to the religious imagination: “the wrath of the Lamb” (Revelation 6:16). Men like to 
picture the Lamb only as gentle, harmless, and sentimental. The Bible shows the Lamb as 
the rejected Saviour who becomes the appointed Judge. The same Christ who offered 
Himself in blood will judge the world in righteousness. If a man will not flee to Christ as 
refuge, he will one day flee from Christ as Judge. 

This is why the doctrine of fleeing must preach the gospel while there is time. The sword 
reveals that judgment is not a fairy tale. It comes in history, in nations, in cities, in families, 
in bodies, and finally in the day of the Lord. Men may escape one sword and meet another. 
They may flee one collapse and find another. But no man will outrun God. The only safe 
flight is to the refuge God appointed. The only sword that can finally be answered is the 
sword of divine justice satisfied at Calvary. Christ took judgment for sinners. He bore the 
wrath. He shed the blood. He rose from the dead. The man who flees to Him is safe. The 
man who refuses Him will one day flee with kings and captains into caves, and no rock will 
be thick enough to hide him. 

Conclusion 

Fleeing from the sword teaches that earthly power is unstable. Kings flee. Armies flee. 
Cities flee. Mighty men flee. Nations flee. The sword cuts through the illusion that man 
controls his world. It exposes the weakness under the armor, the fear under the crown, the 
panic under the uniform, and the dust under the throne. Men may appear strong while 
judgment is delayed, but when God allows the sword to move, all their strength is weighed. 
Some flee because God is defending His people. Some flee because God is chastening His 



people. Some flee because their false refuges have failed. Some flee because the day of 
visitation has arrived. 

The Bible does not glorify war for its own sake, and it does not flatter human violence. It 
shows the sword as a terrible instrument that can reveal, protect, chasten, overthrow, and 
judge. Egypt fled when the Lord fought for Israel. Israel fled when rebellion brought 
covenant chastisement. Rehoboam fled to Jerusalem when his kingdom cracked. David 
fled from Absalom to preserve life and spare the city. Cities fled at the sound of horsemen 
and bowmen. Mighty men fled naked when God stripped their confidence away. All of it 
preaches one message: flesh is not as strong as it thinks it is. The sword only has to move a 
little before man’s boast becomes a prayer for escape. 

So the question remains: where will a man flee when the sword comes? If he flees to 
horses, the pursuers may be swifter. If he flees to money, it may fail. If he flees to 
government, it may collapse. If he flees to religion, it may betray him. If he flees to 
mountains in the day of wrath, they will not hide him. The only wise flight is to the Lord 
Jesus Christ before the final sword falls. Run to Him now as Saviour, or flee from Him later 
as Judge. That is the issue. The doctrine of fleeing is not merely about motion. It is about 
destination. When the sword is drawn, every false confidence begins to shake, and only the 
man hidden in Christ has a refuge that cannot be overthrown. 

 

 

7 of 20: The Doctrine of Fleeing: Enemies Before the Lord 

There is a kind of fleeing in the Bible that ought to make every enemy of God tremble and 
every child of God rejoice. It is the fleeing that happens when the Lord Himself rises up, 
steps into the field, troubles the host, rebukes the proud, and makes the pursuer become 
the runner. This is not a wounded soul fleeing from affliction. This is not a manslayer fleeing 
to a city of refuge. This is not a saint fleeing from fornication or idolatry. This is the enemies 
of the Lord fleeing before the presence of the God they thought they could resist. The Bible 
says, “Let God arise, let his enemies be scattered: let them also that hate him flee before 
him” (Psalm 68:1). That is not a suggestion. That is a battlefield proclamation. When God 
gets up, the enemy does not get a vote. When God arises, the proud scatter. When God 
moves, the bold talkers start looking for exits. 

This is one of the most triumphant parts of the doctrine of fleeing because it turns the 
whole world’s idea of power upside down. Men are impressed by Pharaoh’s chariots, 
Assyrian armies, Babylonian walls, Roman legions, political machines, religious councils, 
tyrants, giants, kings, judges, captains, and mobs. God is not impressed. What terrifies 



man does not terrify God. What corners man does not corner God. What looks like the final 
trap to human eyes can become the stage on which God humiliates the enemy. Israel stood 
at the Red Sea with Pharaoh behind them and the water before them, and to the natural eye 
it looked finished. But the natural eye is a liar when it leaves God out of the picture. The 
same Egyptians who marched forward with confidence soon said, “Let us flee from the 
face of Israel; for the LORD fighteth for them against the Egyptians” (Exodus 14:25). The 
trapped people were not trapped anymore. The hunters had become the hunted. The 
pursuers wanted to flee. 

The doctrine here is simple and thunderous: when God fights, the enemy’s courage melts. 
The wicked can be brave while God is silent. They can mock while judgment sleeps. They 
can boast while mercy delays. They can persecute while God gives space. They can gather 
armies, write decrees, make threats, build idols, publish lies, and imagine that numbers 
equal authority. But when the Lord rises, all that noise turns into scattering. Moses 
understood this when the ark set forward. “Rise up, LORD, and let thine enemies be 
scattered; and let them that hate thee flee before thee” (Numbers 10:35). That verse is not 
merely about military movement. It is about the presence of God going before His people. 
The enemy does not flee because Israel is naturally superior. The enemy flees because the 
Lord is with Israel. Your uploaded word list shows this same pattern of enemies fleeing 
from Genesis through Revelation, proving that fleeing is not only a human survival instinct, 
but also a divine judgment pattern when God confronts His adversaries. 

1. When God Arises 

“Let God arise” is the key phrase. Not let man organize. Not let man impress. Not let man 
calculate. Not let man threaten. Let God arise. That is the difference between religious 
activity and divine intervention. Men can make noise for years and never move a feather in 
hell. Committees can meet, denominations can vote, kings can decree, armies can march, 
and preachers can shout until their throats bleed, but if God does not arise, the enemy will 
not scatter. The issue is the presence and action of God. Psalm 68:1 does not say, “Let 
Israel arise,” even though Israel had battles to fight. It says, “Let God arise.” The people of 
God are safest when they understand that the victory is not in their numbers, weapons, 
cleverness, or reputation, but in the Lord. 

That phrase also exposes the foolishness of God’s enemies. They act as though God is 
permanently inactive because He is patient. That is one of the oldest mistakes in the world. 
The wicked mistake longsuffering for weakness. They mistake silence for absence. They 
mistake mercy for permission. They mistake delay for denial. Because God does not strike 
them the first time they blaspheme, they conclude He will never strike. Because He allows 
them to mock, they conclude He cannot answer. Because He lets them build their little 



towers, they imagine Heaven has no record. But when God arises, all their interpretations 
collapse in a moment. “Because sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, 
therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil” (Ecclesiastes 8:11). 
That verse explains the psychology of rebels. They build boldness out of borrowed time. 

The believer must learn to wait for God to arise rather than panic because the enemy is 
moving. That is hard on the flesh. The flesh sees Pharaoh’s chariots and wants immediate 
visible proof. It sees the Red Sea and says the road is blocked. It hears the enemy breathing 
and says the promise is finished. But God has a way of letting the enemy get close enough 
to show his hatred before He shows His power. If the Lord arose the moment Pharaoh first 
thought about pursuing Israel, Israel would not have seen the same display of deliverance. 
Sometimes God lets the enemy march so that when he flees, everyone knows who broke 
him. The delay was not defeat. It was setup. 

2. Pharaoh Learned Too Late 

Pharaoh is the classic picture of a proud enemy learning too late that he has been fighting 
the Lord. Egypt had enslaved Israel, murdered their sons, ignored Moses, hardened its 
heart, resisted signs, endured plagues, and still imagined it could reclaim what God had 
delivered. That is madness, but sin always produces madness. Pharaoh watched Egypt 
ruined plague by plague and still pursued Israel into the sea. Pride is not rational. It is 
suicidal. It would rather drown than bow. That is why Pharaoh becomes such a lasting 
picture of stubborn rebellion. He does not simply make a mistake. He hardens himself 
against repeated light. 

At the Red Sea, God troubles the host of the Egyptians. He takes off their chariot wheels, 
and they drive heavily. Then the Egyptians say, “Let us flee from the face of Israel; for the 
LORD fighteth for them against the Egyptians” (Exodus 14:25). That confession comes too 
late to save them, but it tells the truth. The Lord fought for Israel. That is what Pharaoh had 
refused to believe. Egypt thought it was fighting slaves, Moses, and a refugee multitude. In 
reality, Egypt was fighting the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. That is the fatal 
miscalculation of every persecutor. He thinks he is fighting weak people, old fashioned 
saints, despised Bible believers, or some little flock with no worldly power. He forgets the 
Lord standing behind them. 

The same thing happens spiritually. The world may mock the people of God because they 
look weak. It sees no cathedral power, no political majority, no media machine, no 
academic applause, no cultural approval, and no worldly glamour. But the world has 
always been a poor judge of strength. The question is not whether the saints look mighty. 
The question is whether the Lord fights for them. “If God be for us, who can be against us?” 



(Romans 8:31). That does not mean no one will oppose us. It means no opposition can 
finally overthrow what God has purposed. Pharaoh could chase Israel, but he could not 
recover Israel. The devil can pursue the believer, but he cannot undo the blood of Christ. 

3. The Ark Set Forward 

Numbers 10:35 gives one of the great marching cries in Scripture: “Rise up, LORD, and let 
thine enemies be scattered; and let them that hate thee flee before thee.” The ark setting 
forward is not a minor travel detail. The ark represented the presence of God among His 
people. When the ark moved, Moses did not pray for Israel to impress the nations. He 
called on the Lord to rise and scatter His enemies. The language is personal. “Thine 
enemies.” “Them that hate thee.” Moses understood that the real issue was not merely 
hostility toward Israel. The enemies of God’s people were enemies of God because God 
had attached His name, covenant, and purpose to that people. 

That matters. The believer must not make every personal conflict into a divine crusade. 
Some people suffer because they are foolish, obnoxious, proud, or meddlesome. But when 
opposition comes because of truth, because of Christ, because of the words of God, 
because of the gospel, because of righteousness, then the matter is bigger than 
personality. Jesus said, “If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you” 
(John 15:18). The hatred is not always about you. It is about Him. The carnal mind is enmity 
against God. The world system hates the Lord, hates His words, hates His authority, hates 
His exclusivity, hates His holiness, and hates His coming judgment. When that hatred 
touches the believer, the believer must see the larger war. 

The ark setting forward also teaches that the people of God move under divine presence, 
not human energy. If the ark does not go, their movement is just wandering. If God is not in 
the matter, their marching is noise. That is a warning to churches and ministries. Activity is 
not the same as the ark setting forward. Programs, branding, conferences, campaigns, 
social posts, music, buildings, and budgets do not scatter enemies unless the Lord is in the 
movement. The prayer must still be, “Rise up, LORD.” Not rise up, reputation. Not rise up, 
personality. Not rise up, institution. Rise up, LORD. When He rises, enemies flee. When He 
does not, men can manufacture motion and call it revival while the enemy laughs. 

4. The Enemy Fears God More Than He Fears Us 

The enemies of God’s people do not flee because believers are impressive in the flesh. That 
is a critical point. Israel did not terrify Egypt by military superiority. David did not defeat 
Goliath because he had better armor. Gideon did not overcome Midian because his army 
was large. The enemy flees when God puts terror in him. “The LORD your God he shall fight 
for you” (Deuteronomy 3:22). That is the believer’s confidence. Not self confidence. Not 



swagger. Not fleshly bravado. The Lord. The enemy may not fear your face, your words, your 
history, your education, or your numbers. But if God moves, the enemy will fear what 
stands behind you. 

This should correct the modern obsession with looking powerful. The church has spent too 
much time trying to impress the world with its own version of strength. Big platforms, slick 
presentation, celebrity endorsements, political access, cultural relevance, academic 
respectability, expensive productions, and carefully managed images have become 
substitutes for the power of God. But the devil is not frightened by a church trying to look 
like the world with religious captions added. He is frightened by God. He is frightened by 
the blood of Christ. He is frightened by the word of God. He is frightened by prayer that 
reaches Heaven. He is frightened by saints who submit to God and resist him. “Submit 
yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you” (James 4:7). 

The believer should fear God more than man because the enemy fears God more than 
man. That is not poetry. That is battlefield reality. Jesus said, “And fear not them which kill 
the body, but are not able to kill the soul” (Matthew 10:28). The worst man can do is limited. 
God’s authority is not limited. If a believer fears man more than God, he will flee when he 
should stand. If he fears God properly, he can stand when man threatens and flee only 
when God commands. The fear of the Lord puts all other fears in their proper place. 
Pharaoh looked terrifying until the Lord stepped in. Then Pharaoh’s host wanted to flee. 

5. God Scatters Hatred 

Psalm 68:1 says, “Let God arise, let his enemies be scattered: let them also that hate him 
flee before him.” Notice the moral language. These are not neutral opponents. They hate 
Him. The conflict is not merely administrative, political, or military. It is spiritual hatred. 
Men may disguise it under policy, philosophy, scholarship, tolerance, justice, progress, 
religion, or concern for the public good, but the Bible identifies the root. They hate God. 
They hate His rule. They hate His Son. They hate His words. They hate the idea that He owns 
them. They hate the thought that they will give account. 

This hatred often hides behind respectability. Pharaoh did not announce himself as a God 
hater. He spoke as a ruler managing labor and national security. The Pharisees did not 
announce themselves as Christ haters. They spoke as guardians of tradition and religious 
order. The world does not announce itself as God hating. It talks about freedom, inclusion, 
science, equality, compassion, and progress. But when the words of God press on its idols, 
the hatred comes out. The same crowd that preaches tolerance will spit venom at the 
exclusivity of Jesus Christ. The same scholars who demand nuance will mock a King James 



Bible believer without a second thought. The same culture that says all beliefs are welcome 
will turn into a mob when the Lord Jesus Christ is preached as the only way. 

God scatters hatred because hatred against God is not merely opinion. It is rebellion. “Why 
do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing?” (Psalm 2:1). The kings of the 
earth set themselves against the Lord and against His anointed. That is the world’s political 
and spiritual insanity. But Psalm 2 also says, “He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh” 
(Psalm 2:4). God is not nervous. The rage of nations does not shake His throne. Their hatred 
may trouble the saints for a season, but it does not threaten God. When He arises, hatred 
scatters. When He speaks, rebels tremble. When He judges, the proud flee. 

6. The Trapped Become Witnesses 

At the Red Sea, Israel looked trapped. That is how the enemy saw them. That is probably 
how many Israelites felt. Behind them was Pharaoh’s army. Before them was the sea. 
Around them was wilderness. Humanly speaking, there was no exit. But God specializes in 
situations where human exits disappear so that divine deliverance becomes unmistakable. 
If there had been an obvious road, Israel might have credited geography. If they had 
possessed a stronger army, they might have credited their weapons. But with the sea 
before them and Egypt behind them, there was no room left for boasting. God made them 
witnesses. 

This is one reason the Lord may allow His people to be placed in impossible situations. The 
impossible situation becomes the platform for divine power. Paul learned this in another 
form when he wrote, “But we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not 
trust in ourselves, but in God which raiseth the dead” (2 Corinthians 1:9). That is the Red 
Sea principle in Christian experience. God lets self trust die so resurrection trust can live. 
The trapped saint learns what the comfortable saint only quotes. He learns that God can 
make a way where there is no way visible to the flesh. He learns that enemies are not final. 
He learns that pressure does not cancel promise. 

When the Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the face of Israel; for the LORD fighteth for 
them,” Israel received a testimony from the mouth of the enemy. That is powerful. 
Sometimes God makes the enemy confess what the saints should have believed all along. 
The demons knew who Christ was. Pharaoh’s army knew the Lord fought for Israel. 
Nebuchadnezzar had to confess the Most High’s rule. One day every knee will bow and 
every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. The enemy’s confession does not 
always mean his conversion, but it does mean God gets glory. The trapped people become 
witnesses when God turns the battlefield around. 

7. The Final Scattering Is Coming 



Every historical scattering of God’s enemies points forward to a final reckoning. Psalm 68 
has immediate and historical force, but its truth reaches into the future. God will arise. His 
enemies will be scattered. Those who hate Him will flee before Him. The world has not 
seen the last Red Sea reversal. It has not seen the last tyrant humbled. It has not seen the 
last army broken. It has not seen the last proud mouth stopped. The day is coming when 
the Lord Jesus Christ will return in power and great glory, and the kingdoms of this world 
will become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ. 

Revelation shows men hiding from the face of Him that sitteth on the throne and from the 
wrath of the Lamb. That is the final fleeing of human pride. Kings, great men, rich men, chief 
captains, mighty men, bondmen, and free men all run for cover. This is the end of the 
world’s bragging. No class escapes. No rank protects. No wealth purchases shelter. No 
military office gives exemption. No cave is deep enough. No mountain is thick enough. Men 
who mocked the Lamb will flee from the wrath of the Lamb. Men who despised the cross 
will tremble before the crown. Men who rejected Him as Saviour will face Him as Judge. 

This is why the believer should not envy the temporary success of God’s enemies. Their day 
is short. Their laughter is brief. Their power is borrowed. Their throne is dust. Their hatred is 
recorded. Their flight is coming. The Lord is not late. He is longsuffering. The same patience 
that gives sinners space to repent also lets rebels fill up their measure. But when God 
arises, the matter will not be close. His enemies will not negotiate a draw. They will scatter. 
They will flee. They will learn what Pharaoh learned too late: the Lord fights for His own, and 
no enemy can stand when He moves. 

Conclusion 

The doctrine of fleeing reaches a triumphant height when we see the enemies of the Lord 
fleeing before Him. This is not the flight of weakness among the saints. This is the collapse 
of confidence among the proud. Pharaoh pursued until God troubled his host. The 
Egyptians boasted until their chariot wheels came off. The enemies of Israel appeared 
strong until the Lord fought for Israel. Moses understood the issue when the ark set forward 
and he cried, “Rise up, LORD, and let thine enemies be scattered.” David echoed the same 
truth when he wrote, “Let God arise, let his enemies be scattered.” That is the language of 
victory rooted in the presence of God. 

This truth corrects the fear of man. The believer must stop measuring enemies by their size, 
volume, wealth, influence, cruelty, or confidence. None of those things determine the 
outcome. The question is whether the Lord arises. If He does, the enemy scatters. If He 
fights for His people, the pursuer flees. If He rebukes the proud, the mighty tremble. The 
church does not need to imitate the world’s strength. The church needs the presence and 



power of God. A Bible believer with God on his side is safer than a king with a thousand 
chariots and God against him. Pharaoh learned that in the sea. 

So let the enemies boast while they can. Let them print their threats, gather their councils, 
sharpen their swords, mock the Book, hate the Son, and persecute the saints. Their time is 
measured. Their strength is temporary. Their confidence is fragile. The Lord will arise. And 
when He does, every proud thing that lifted itself against Him will scatter like chaff before 
the wind. The believer’s part is to fear God, believe the Book, follow the ark when it sets 
forward, and remember that the enemy who looks so terrifying today may be the one crying 
tomorrow, “Let us flee, for the LORD fighteth for them.” 

 

 

8 of 20: The Doctrine of Fleeing: The Wicked Flee Afraid 

“The wicked flee when no man pursueth: but the righteous are bold as a lion” (Proverbs 
28:1). There is a whole library of doctrine packed into that one verse. It takes the lid off the 
human heart and shows what sin does to a man on the inside. The verse does not say the 
wicked flee when the army pursues, when the sword pursues, when the avenger pursues, 
when the king pursues, or when the sheriff pursues. It says the wicked flee when no man 
pursueth. That means the pursuer is not always outside the man. Sometimes the pursuer is 
inside him. A guilty conscience can make more noise than a troop of horsemen. A man can 
sit in a quiet room and still hear the footsteps of judgment coming down the hallway of his 
soul. Sin makes cowards out of men long before the battlefield appears. It makes them run 
when no one is chasing them, hide when no one has accused them, and tremble when no 
hand has touched them. 

That is one of the great ironies of wickedness. The world advertises sin as liberty, power, 
boldness, self-expression, confidence, and freedom from restraint. The Bible exposes it as 
slavery, fear, instability, suspicion, shame, and inward flight. The wicked may look bold 
when surrounded by other wicked men. They may laugh loudly, threaten confidently, mock 
God publicly, and act like nothing can touch them. But the Bible is not fooled by public 
theater. God sees the man at night. God sees the trembling behind the mouth. God sees 
the paranoia behind the arrogance. God sees the cowardice behind the rebellion. God sees 
the man who keeps moving because stillness forces him to think. God sees the soul that 
cannot sit alone with its own memory. “The way of transgressors is hard” (Proverbs 13:15). 
It is hard not only because of outward consequences, but because sin turns the inner life 
into a haunted house. 



This essay is built around conscience. Cain is a fugitive after murdering Abel. Saul is 
tormented after disobeying God and envying David. Judas cannot live with the weight of 
innocent blood after betraying the Lord Jesus Christ. These men are not weak because they 
lack worldly opportunity. Cain built a city. Saul wore a crown. Judas walked with the 
apostles. But sin put a runner inside each of them. That is what wickedness does. It does 
not produce true strength. It produces inward flight. A man may look strong outwardly while 
inwardly running from the sound of his own conscience. The wicked flee when no man 
pursueth because sin itself becomes a pursuer, memory becomes a witness, conscience 
becomes a prosecutor, and God’s coming judgment stands at the end of the road. 

1. Sin Makes the Soul Run 

The first fleeing man in the Bible is not fleeing a sword, a famine, an army, or a visible 
enemy. Adam sins, hears the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden, and hides 
himself. “And Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God 
amongst the trees of the garden” (Genesis 3:8). There is the beginning of the doctrine. Sin 
enters, and man becomes a hider. Before the fall, Adam had fellowship with God. After the 
fall, he is in the trees trying to cover what fig leaves could not fix. No angel had struck him. 
No human army had chased him. No visible pursuer had grabbed him by the shoulder. Yet 
he hides because guilt has awakened. 

That is what sin does. It changes a man’s relationship to the presence of God. The same 
voice that once meant fellowship now sounds like exposure. The same God who made him 
now seems like the One he must avoid. Sin does not merely break a rule. It warps the soul. 
It makes the sinner afraid of the very One he needs most. That is why lost men often run 
from preaching, from Scripture, from conviction, from honest prayer, from serious 
believers, and from quiet moments. It is not always because they have carefully reasoned 
through their unbelief. Many are simply hiding in the trees with better vocabulary. They call 
it skepticism, trauma, complexity, personal truth, or intellectual freedom. God calls it 
hiding. 

The wicked flee because the soul knows more than the mouth admits. A man can talk 
himself into a dozen excuses, but conscience keeps better records than his arguments. He 
can explain his sin, rename his sin, blame his parents, blame society, blame the church, 
blame God, blame pressure, blame his temperament, blame his needs, or blame his 
circumstances, but the soul still knows. That is why men drown conscience with noise. 
They need music, screens, drugs, entertainment, politics, work, social drama, lust, and 
endless distraction because silence is dangerous to a guilty man. Silence lets the footsteps 
start again. Silence lets the voice of God ask, “Where art thou?” (Genesis 3:9). 



2. Cain Became a Fugitive 

Cain is the great early picture of wicked flight. He murders his brother Abel because Abel’s 
offering is accepted and his own is not. God warns him before the murder. “If thou doest 
well, shalt thou not be accepted?” (Genesis 4:7). That means Cain was not without light. 
He had warning before judgment. But instead of bowing to God, he rose up against his 
brother. Envy became hatred, hatred became murder, and murder became flight. After 
Abel’s blood cried from the ground, Cain was sentenced to become “a fugitive and a 
vagabond” in the earth (Genesis 4:12). There is the wicked fleeing under the weight of 
blood. 

Cain’s punishment reveals the inner condition of the wicked. He would be a fugitive even 
when not physically pursued by every man. His own life would become restless. He would 
not have the settled boldness of righteousness. He would be marked, wandering, 
displaced, and inwardly unstable. That is what murder did to him. That is what sin does to 
any man in principle. It makes him spiritually homeless. He may build a city later, but he is 
still a fugitive. That is an important point. Cain builds a city in Genesis 4:17, but the city 
does not cure the fugitive heart. Man has been trying to build cities over guilt ever since. 
Culture, music, technology, industry, education, religion, and civilization can all be built by 
men who are still running from God. 

Cain also shows the selfishness of wicked fear. When God confronts him, Cain says, “My 
punishment is greater than I can bear” (Genesis 4:13). He does not mourn Abel. He does 
not confess the horror of murder. He does not fall on his face and plead for mercy because 
he has shed innocent blood. His chief concern is his own punishment. That is wickedness. 
It can fear consequences without hating sin. It can tremble at judgment without loving 
righteousness. It can cry over exposure while remaining hard toward God. Cain fled afraid, 
but his fear did not make him righteous. Fear alone does not save a man. It must drive him 
to the refuge God appointed, not deeper into self-preservation. 

3. Saul Ran Inside His Own Crown 

Saul is one of the most tragic examples of a man who looked powerful outwardly while 
inwardly fleeing afraid. He had the throne of Israel, military authority, public recognition, 
physical stature, and royal position. Yet after he disobeyed the word of the LORD, the 
kingdom began to rot under his feet. Samuel told him, “Because thou hast rejected the 
word of the LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being king” (1 Samuel 15:23). Saul still 
sat on the throne after that, but he was already a rejected man. A man can keep the office 
after God has departed from the blessing. That is one of the scariest truths in Scripture. 



Saul’s fear becomes obvious when David appears. David’s victory over Goliath should have 
been a reason for national rejoicing. Instead, Saul hears the women sing, “Saul hath slain 
his thousands, and David his ten thousands” (1 Samuel 18:7), and envy begins to eat him 
alive. “And Saul eyed David from that day and forward” (1 Samuel 18:9). There is the wicked 
fleeing when no man pursueth. David was not trying to steal Saul’s throne. David was 
serving Saul. David played the harp for him. David fought his battles. David behaved 
himself wisely. But Saul’s guilty and envious heart turned a faithful servant into an imagined 
enemy. Sin makes a man suspicious of the very people God may have sent to help him. 

Saul threw javelins at David because Saul was running inside his own crown. He feared 
David because he knew the Lord was with David and departed from him. “And Saul was 
afraid of David, because the LORD was with him, and was departed from Saul” (1 Samuel 
18:12). That verse explains the whole madness. Saul’s fear was theological before it was 
political. He was afraid because God’s presence had shifted. When a man loses the power 
of God, he often becomes obsessed with attacking the man who still has it. That is how 
wicked religion works. It cannot recover fellowship with God, so it tries to destroy the 
testimony of someone who still has God’s hand on him. Saul could have repented. Instead, 
he hunted. That is inward flight turning into outward violence. 

4. Guilt Creates Imaginary Pursuers 

Proverbs 28:1 says the wicked flee when no man pursueth because guilt creates imaginary 
pursuers. The guilty man becomes a haunted man. He hears accusation in innocent words. 
He sees threats in ordinary events. He reads judgment into every silence. He interprets 
people’s expressions through the lens of his own hidden sin. He becomes suspicious, 
defensive, nervous, irritable, and unstable. Why? Because conscience is talking, and he 
cannot shut it up. He may blame people around him, but the real disturbance is within him. 
“The spirit of man is the candle of the LORD, searching all the inward parts of the belly” 
(Proverbs 20:27). 

This explains much of the world’s anger toward Bible truth. The Bible does not have to 
chase men very far before they start running. Quote one clean verse, and watch how 
quickly a guilty culture begins to foam. Say that Jesus Christ is the only way, and the 
pluralist suddenly becomes intolerant. Say that God made them male and female, and the 
rebel suddenly becomes a philosopher, activist, and persecutor. Say that fornication is sin, 
and the libertine hears chains rattling. Say that judgment is coming, and the mocker laughs 
too loudly. Why? Because the Bible is not merely information. It is light. “For every one that 
doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved” 
(John 3:20). 



A guilty conscience also makes men attack the witness. Abel did not persecute Cain. Cain 
killed Abel. David did not pursue Saul. Saul pursued David. Jesus did not sin against Judas. 
Judas betrayed Jesus. Stephen did not harm the council. They gnashed on him with their 
teeth. Paul did not destroy the Jews by preaching Christ. They hunted him. This is the 
pattern. The wicked man feels pursued by truth, so he becomes a pursuer of the truth teller. 
He is fleeing inwardly, so he attacks outwardly. That is why some of the loudest persecutors 
are not strong men at all. They are frightened men trying to silence the sound of their own 
conscience. 

5. Judas Could Not Outrun Innocent Blood 

Judas is the New Testament picture of conscience after betrayal. He walked with the Lord 
Jesus Christ. He heard the Sermon on the Mount. He saw miracles. He sat at the table. He 
carried the bag. He knew the language of discipleship. But covetousness sat in his heart 
like a serpent. He sold the Lord for thirty pieces of silver, and when the deed was done, the 
money could not quiet the blood. The Bible says, “Then Judas, which had betrayed him, 
when he saw that he was condemned, repented himself” (Matthew 27:3). That was not 
saving repentance toward God. That was remorse under the crushing weight of 
consequence. 

Judas says, “I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood” (Matthew 27:4). That 
is a true statement. He confessed the innocence of Christ. He confessed his own sin. But 
confession of facts is not the same as faith in the Saviour. Judas went to the wrong place 
with his guilt. He went back to the priests instead of to the Lord. He brought the money to 
the temple, but the temple could not cleanse him. He threw down the silver, but throwing 
away the price of betrayal could not undo betrayal. He was fleeing under conscience, but 
he did not flee to the refuge. He went out and hanged himself. That is where guilt takes a 
man when it is not brought to Christ. 

Judas proves that remorse can be deadly when it is separated from faith. Some people 
think feeling bad is the same as repentance unto salvation. It is not. Esau found no place of 
repentance, though he sought it carefully with tears. Cain feared punishment. Saul 
admitted, “I have sinned,” more than once, but kept rebelling. Judas confessed innocent 
blood, but died lost. The issue is not whether a man can feel terror after sin. The issue is 
whether he flees to Christ. Peter also sinned grievously when he denied the Lord, but Peter 
wept bitterly and was restored by the risen Christ. Judas went to religion and death. Peter 
came through bitter tears to restoration. Guilt must not merely make a man flee. It must 
make him flee in the right direction. 

6. Wickedness Produces Cowardice 



The world says wickedness is bold. The Bible says it is cowardly. The rebel may look bold 
when he is surrounded by a crowd, when the music is loud, when the culture applauds, 
when no judgment is visible, and when his sin is fashionable. But put him alone with God, 
alone with death, alone with Scripture, alone with eternity, and the boldness starts leaking 
out of him. Belshazzar could feast with golden vessels from the temple until the fingers of a 
man’s hand wrote on the wall. Then “the king’s countenance was changed, and his 
thoughts troubled him” (Daniel 5:6). His joints loosened, and his knees smote one against 
another. That is wicked courage under divine interruption. 

True courage is not rebellion against God. True courage is standing with God. The devil has 
sold the world a counterfeit boldness that is really just group cowardice. Men will 
blaspheme in a crowd what they would tremble to whisper on a deathbed. They will mock 
hell in a barroom, a classroom, or a comment section, but they do not mock it the same 
way when the doctor says the disease has spread. Wickedness borrows courage from 
distraction. Righteousness draws courage from truth. That is why the second half of 
Proverbs 28:1 matters: “but the righteous are bold as a lion.” The righteous man is not bold 
because he is naturally fearless. He is bold because his standing is settled. 

Wickedness makes cowards because it puts a man on the wrong side of God, truth, 
conscience, and eternity. That is a terrible place to stand. The wicked man may have guns, 
guards, lawyers, doctors, money, influence, followers, and a loud mouth, but he still has to 
die. “It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment” (Hebrews 9:27). That 
appointment stalks every wicked man. He may outrun people. He may avoid 
consequences for a season. He may silence witnesses. He may bury evidence. He may buy 
influence. But he cannot cancel that appointment. That is why he flees when no man 
pursueth. Death and judgment are already in the room with him, whether he admits it or 
not. 

7. The Only Cure Is the Blood 

The cure for a fleeing conscience is not denial, distraction, therapy language, religious 
ritual, self-forgiveness, or time. The cure is the blood of Christ. Hebrews says, “How much 
more shall the blood of Christ... purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living 
God?” (Hebrews 9:14). That is the word: conscience. The blood does what excuses cannot 
do. The blood does what religion cannot do. The blood does what Cain’s city could not do, 
what Saul’s crown could not do, and what Judas’s silver could not do. It purges the 
conscience. It gives the guilty man a righteous ground of peace before God. Not because 
sin did not matter, but because Christ died for it. 



This is where the gospel becomes more than a ticket out of hell. It becomes peace with 
God. “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (Romans 5:1). A lost man can numb his conscience, sear his conscience, distract 
his conscience, argue with his conscience, and drown his conscience, but he cannot 
cleanse it. Only God can cleanse it, and He does so through the blood of His Son. The 
sinner must stop running from the sound of guilt and run to the cross where guilt was 
answered. Jesus Christ did not die to help men pretend they were innocent. He died 
because they were guilty. The cross is God’s answer to real guilt, not imaginary guilt. 

Once the conscience is purged by the blood, the believer does not need to flee like the 
wicked. He may still be chastened when he sins. He may still grieve the Spirit. He may still 
need confession, cleansing in his walk, and restoration of fellowship. But his standing 
before God rests in Christ. “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in 
Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1). That is not a slogan for careless living. That is the foundation of 
holy boldness. The righteous are bold as a lion because the blood has spoken better things 
than the blood of Abel. Abel’s blood cried from the ground against Cain. Christ’s blood 
speaks peace for the believer. 

Conclusion 

“The wicked flee when no man pursueth” is not merely a proverb about nervous criminals. 
It is a divine diagnosis of the guilty human heart. Sin makes men run inside themselves. It 
gives them fear when no visible enemy is near. It turns memory into a witness, conscience 
into a prosecutor, silence into a courtroom, and death into an approaching footstep. Adam 
hid in the trees. Cain became a fugitive. Saul trembled inside his own crown. Judas could 
not live with innocent blood on his conscience. These men show that wickedness does not 
produce strength. It produces inner flight. 

The world does not understand this because the world judges by outward appearance. It 
sees the crown on Saul and thinks strength. It sees the city of Cain and thinks progress. It 
sees Judas holding the bag and thinks respectability. It sees Belshazzar feasting and thinks 
confidence. But God sees the trembling under the costume. He sees the cowardice behind 
the wicked smile. He sees the fear under the blasphemy. He sees the fugitive inside the 
successful man. He sees the sinner running from a pursuer he refuses to name. That 
pursuer is guilt, and behind guilt stands the God whose law has been broken. 

The only cure is not to run harder, hide deeper, laugh louder, or build a bigger city over the 
grave of conscience. The only cure is to flee to the Lord Jesus Christ. The wicked flee when 
no man pursueth because they are running in the wrong direction. Let the guilty man stop 
running from God and run to the blood. Let him stop hiding behind excuses and flee to the 



cross. Let him stop calling fear freedom and find peace with God through Jesus Christ. The 
righteous are bold as a lion, not because they have never sinned, but because their sin has 
been judged in Christ, their conscience has been purged by the blood, and their refuge is 
stronger than every accusation that can rise against them. 

 

 

9 of 20: The Doctrine of Fleeing: The Righteous Stand Bold 

“The wicked flee when no man pursueth: but the righteous are bold as a lion” (Proverbs 
28:1). The first half of that verse exposes the cowardice of guilt. The second half reveals the 
courage of righteousness. The wicked man runs from shadows because sin has made a 
fugitive out of his conscience, but the righteous man can stand with a holy boldness 
because his confidence is not built on the sand of self. Biblical boldness is not arrogance. It 
is not a loud personality. It is not fleshly stubbornness. It is not the swagger of a man who 
likes to hear himself talk. It is not the counterfeit courage of rebels who mistake defiance 
for strength. The righteous are bold as a lion because they stand on truth, walk in the fear of 
God, possess a clean conscience, and know that obedience is safer than compromise 
even when obedience puts them in danger. 

This matters because the same Bible that says “flee” also says “stand.” That is where 
discernment comes in. A fool turns every command to flee into cowardice and every 
command to stand into presumption. A coward runs when God tells him to stand. A fool 
stands when God tells him to flee. The spiritual man must know the difference between 
holy flight and holy firmness. Joseph fled from Potiphar’s wife because standing there 
would have been sin. Nehemiah refused to flee because fleeing would have been 
compromise. Lot had to flee Sodom because judgment was coming. Daniel refused to stop 
praying because obedience was on trial. Paul was let down by a wall in a basket to escape 
murderers, yet later he stood before kings, councils, governors, mobs, and Caesar’s 
judgment seat. There is no contradiction. There is Bible balance. Courage is not doing the 
same thing in every situation. Courage is obeying God in the situation you are actually in. 

This essay is the companion to the previous one. The wicked flee afraid, but the righteous 
stand bold. That boldness comes from the Lord, not from the flesh. It comes from knowing 
whom you believe. It comes from having the word of God under your feet. It comes from 
fearing God more than man. It comes from a conscience not clawing at your insides. It 
comes from the Holy Ghost giving utterance when men threaten. It comes from being 
willing to lose comfort, reputation, position, and even life rather than move one inch off the 
truth God gave you. The righteous man is not bold because he is never pressured. He is 



bold because pressure does not become his lord. The righteous man is not bold because 
enemies are harmless. He is bold because God is greater than the enemy. The righteous 
man is not bold because he never feels fear in the flesh. He is bold because the fear of the 
Lord rules above every other fear. 

1. Boldness Begins With the Fear of God 

The righteous are bold as a lion because they fear God more than man. That is where true 
courage begins. A man who does not fear God may look bold for a while, but his boldness is 
only rebellion wearing armor. It will fail when judgment comes. The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of knowledge, the beginning of wisdom, and the foundation of holy courage. 
When a man fears God properly, human threats shrink down to their actual size. They may 
still hurt him. They may still cost him. They may still imprison him, shame him, mock him, 
fire him, beat him, or kill him. But they cannot become God. That is the secret. A righteous 
man does not deny that men can do harm. He simply refuses to give them the throne that 
belongs to God. 

Jesus said, “And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul” 
(Matthew 10:28). That verse does not pretend men are harmless. It admits they can kill the 
body. That is about as far as human power can go. But the Lord says not to fear them as 
ultimate. The fear of man is a snare because it makes a man arrange his obedience around 
someone else’s approval or threat. “The fear of man bringeth a snare: but whoso putteth 
his trust in the LORD shall be safe” (Proverbs 29:25). That snare has caught many 
preachers, fathers, husbands, young men, churches, writers, teachers, and witnesses. 
They did not deny the Bible outright. They just adjusted their tone, softened the edge, 
avoided the verse, delayed the stand, and called compromise wisdom because they feared 
how men would react. 

The fear of God cuts that snare. When God is feared rightly, a man can look at the largest 
enemy and still remember that the enemy is not final. Pharaoh is not final. 
Nebuchadnezzar is not final. Herod is not final. Rome is not final. The Sanhedrin is not 
final. Caesar is not final. The crowd is not final. The boss is not final. The professor is not 
final. The critic is not final. God is final. That is why the righteous are bold. Their courage 
does not come from thinking they are untouchable. It comes from knowing that even if they 
are touched, wounded, hated, or killed, they are still in the hand of God. A man who fears 
God more than death is hard to manage with threats. 

2. A Clean Conscience Gives Strong Feet 

The wicked flee when no man pursueth because conscience chases them. The righteous 
are bold as a lion because a clean conscience gives a man strong feet. He does not have to 



keep dodging truth. He does not have to keep changing his story. He does not have to hide 
evidence, bury motives, massage language, or attack witnesses to distract from guilt. This 
does not mean the righteous man is sinless in himself. No honest Bible believer would 
claim that. It means he is walking in the light, trusting the blood, keeping short accounts 
with God, and not living as a hypocrite while pretending to be strong. “Herein do I exercise 
myself, to have always a conscience void of offence toward God, and toward men” (Acts 
24:16). That was Paul’s testimony. 

A clean conscience is not produced by self-righteousness. It is produced first by the blood 
of Christ and then by honest walking before God. Hebrews says the blood of Christ can 
“purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God” (Hebrews 9:14). That is 
the foundation. The believer’s standing is in Christ, not in his own spotless performance. 
But after salvation, a man can still defile his walk, grieve the Spirit, and weaken his 
boldness by tolerating sin. A preacher with hidden sin may still thunder in public, but he will 
be a coward in private. A man with concealed corruption may still talk doctrine, but his feet 
will not be steady when God begins pressing the issue. Secret sin makes public courage 
theatrical. 

This is why boldness and holiness belong together. The righteous are not bold because they 
are loud. They are bold because they stand in the light. “If our heart condemn us not, then 
have we confidence toward God” (1 John 3:21). That verse is practical. A condemning heart 
drains confidence. A clear heart strengthens it. The devil knows this, which is why he works 
so hard to stain the conscience of anyone who wants to stand for truth. If he cannot refute 
your Bible, he will try to corrupt your life. If he cannot destroy your doctrine, he will try to 
pollute your conscience. If he can get you secretly guilty, he can make you publicly timid. 
The lion-like boldness of Proverbs 28:1 is not manufactured in a personality workshop. It 
grows where truth, blood, confession, obedience, and a clean conscience meet. 

3. Nehemiah Refused to Flee 

Nehemiah gives one of the clearest examples of righteous boldness. His enemies could not 
stop the wall by direct opposition, so they tried fear, slander, manipulation, and religious 
trickery. They wanted him to hide in the temple as if danger justified disobedience. 
Nehemiah answered, “Should such a man as I flee?” (Nehemiah 6:11). That sentence is 
iron. It does not come from pride. It comes from discernment. He knew the proposal was a 
trap. He knew fear was being used as a tool. He knew fleeing would damage the work, stain 
his testimony, and give the enemies a report against him. In that moment, running would 
not have been wisdom. It would have been sin. 



This is one of the great lessons in the doctrine of fleeing. There are times when the devil will 
try to use the language of safety to move you out of obedience. He will make retreat sound 
prudent. He will make silence sound loving. He will make compromise sound balanced. He 
will make fear sound humble. He will even use religious voices to do it. Nehemiah’s 
temptation came through a man who suggested he hide in the temple. That looked spiritual 
on the surface, but the whole thing was rotten. Not everything that uses religious language 
comes from God. Not everyone who tells you to preserve yourself is giving you godly 
counsel. Sometimes the advice to flee is just the enemy trying to get you off the wall. 

Nehemiah’s boldness was tied to his calling. He knew what God had given him to do. That 
matters. A man who does not know his post will abandon it easily. A man who knows his 
post can say, “Why should the work cease, whilst I leave it, and come down to you?” 
(Nehemiah 6:3). That is holy firmness. He would not come down for distraction, and he 
would not hide for fear. A lot of men fail because they are too easily moved. One rumor 
moves them. One threat moves them. One flattering invitation moves them. One religious-
sounding warning moves them. Not Nehemiah. He had a wall to build, enemies to ignore, a 
God to fear, and a work to finish. The righteous stand bold when God has made their duty 
clear. 

4. Daniel Opened His Windows 

Daniel’s boldness was not noisy, but it was immovable. When the decree was signed that 
no man could ask a petition of any God or man except the king for thirty days, Daniel did 
not organize a publicity stunt, but he also did not hide his obedience. “Now when Daniel 
knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and his windows being open... he 
kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as 
he did aforetime” (Daniel 6:10). That last phrase is the key: as he did aforetime. Daniel did 
not become theatrical because of pressure, and he did not become cowardly because of 
pressure. He continued faithful. 

That is real boldness. Not all courage is loud. Some of the strongest courage in the Bible 
looks like a man kneeling in prayer at the same time he always did, before the same God he 
always trusted, with the windows open the same way they were before. Daniel did not need 
to prove bravery by adding fleshly drama to his obedience. He simply refused to let the 
king’s decree interrupt his fellowship with God. That is the kind of boldness many people 
lack. They can be loud when there is applause, but they cannot be steady when there is a 
cost. Daniel was steady. He had survived pagan courts, political shifts, idolatrous systems, 
jealous enemies, and royal pressure because his allegiance was anchored above the 
throne room. 



Daniel also proves that righteous boldness may still lead to danger. God did not keep him 
out of the lions’ den. God kept him in it. That distinction matters. Boldness does not mean 
you avoid the den. It means you obey God whether the den opens or not. Too many people 
think if they stand boldly, God must keep all consequences away. That is not Bible. 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego stood before the fiery furnace and said God was able 
to deliver them, but even if He did not, they would not serve the king’s gods. Daniel prayed 
and still went to the lions. The apostles preached and still got beaten. Paul obeyed and still 
went to prison. Boldness is not a contract that removes suffering. It is the grace to obey 
through suffering. 

5. David Stood Before the Giant 

David is the picture of youthful righteous boldness when everyone else is paralyzed by fear. 
Goliath stood before Israel and defied the armies of the living God. Saul and the men of 
Israel heard those words and were dismayed and greatly afraid. Then David arrived with 
bread, cheese, and a heart full of faith. He asked, “Who is this uncircumcised Philistine, 
that he should defy the armies of the living God?” (1 Samuel 17:26). That is not teenage 
arrogance. That is theological clarity. David saw the issue differently because he saw God 
in the equation. Israel saw size. David saw blasphemy. Israel saw a giant. David saw an 
uncircumcised Philistine defying the living God. 

David’s boldness did not come from armor. Saul tried to dress him in man-made 
equipment, but David had not proved it. He went with a sling, stones, and faith in the Lord. 
He said to Goliath, “Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield: 
but I come to thee in the name of the LORD of hosts” (1 Samuel 17:45). That is the root of 
righteous boldness. David did not deny Goliath had weapons. He simply knew Goliath’s 
weapons were not the final issue. The name of the Lord mattered more than the giant’s 
equipment. The battle belonged to the Lord. David’s courage was not self-confidence. It 
was God-confidence. 

This is where many modern Christians fail. They try to borrow Saul’s armor because they do 
not trust David’s God. They want worldly credentials, worldly methods, worldly 
respectability, worldly psychology, worldly platforms, worldly branding, and worldly armor 
to face spiritual enemies. But the righteous are bold as a lion when they stand in the name 
of the Lord with the weapons God has proved. David’s sling looked foolish until the stone 
hit the giant’s forehead. The King James Bible looks foolish to scholars until it cuts a man 
open. Plain preaching looks foolish to polished religion until sinners get saved and devils 
get stirred. Faith looks foolish until God shows up. 

6. The Apostles Spoke With Boldness 



The apostles show New Testament boldness under direct threats. In Acts 4, the rulers 
command Peter and John not to speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesus. Their answer is 
one of the great statements of holy firmness: “Whether it be right in the sight of God to 
hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye” (Acts 4:19). Then they say, “For we cannot 
but speak the things which we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20). That is righteous 
boldness. They are not trying to be difficult for the sake of being difficult. They are not 
rebellious against authority as a hobby. They simply know that no human command has the 
right to silence what God commanded them to preach. 

The same thing appears again in Acts 5. After more pressure, Peter and the other apostles 
answer, “We ought to obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). That sentence should be 
carved into the backbone of every Bible believer. There are times when obedience to God 
will be treated as disobedience by men. There are times when faithfulness to Christ will be 
called extremism, hatred, division, ignorance, danger, or rebellion. The apostles did not 
apologize for preaching the resurrection. They did not agree to tone it down. They did not 
accept the premise that religious authorities had the right to overrule the risen Christ. They 
stood. 

Their boldness came from the Holy Ghost and prayer. After being threatened in Acts 4, they 
did not pray for a softer message. They prayed, “grant unto thy servants, that with all 
boldness they may speak thy word” (Acts 4:29). God answered, and “they were all filled 
with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness” (Acts 4:31). Notice 
what they spoke: the word of God. Real boldness is not fleshly ranting. It is Spirit-filled 
speech anchored in Scripture. A man can be loud and still be carnal. He can be 
controversial and still be empty. He can be combative and still be operating in the flesh. 
Apostolic boldness speaks the word of God under the power of God for the glory of God. 

7. Paul Stood Before Kings 

Paul’s life shows the balance between fleeing and standing better than almost anyone. In 
Acts 9, when the Jews took counsel to kill him, the disciples let him down by the wall in a 
basket. That was not cowardice. It was wisdom. But later, Paul stands before councils, 
governors, kings, mobs, soldiers, and eventually Caesar’s system. He tells Agrippa the 
truth. He reasons of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come before Felix until 
Felix trembles. He speaks of Christ before men who had the power to imprison him. Paul 
knew when to escape and when to stand. That is maturity. 

Paul’s boldness was not rooted in ease. He was beaten, stoned, imprisoned, shipwrecked, 
hated, slandered, betrayed, and hunted. Yet he could say, “None of these things move me” 
(Acts 20:24). That is not the voice of a man who felt no pressure. That is the voice of a man 



who had already settled the value of his life in relation to his calling. He says, “neither 
count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy” (Acts 20:24). A 
man who does not count his life dear unto himself is difficult to intimidate. The world 
controls men by threatening what they worship. If a man worships comfort, threaten 
comfort. If he worships reputation, threaten reputation. If he worships money, threaten 
money. If he worships life itself, threaten death. Paul had already put all of that beneath 
Christ. 

At the end of his life, Paul’s boldness remained doctrinal, not theatrical. He wrote, “At my 
first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me” (2 Timothy 4:16). That is a 
lonely place. Yet he says, “Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me” 
(2 Timothy 4:17). There is the secret. Men left, but the Lord stood. Paul was not bold 
because he always had a crowd. He was bold because the Lord was enough when the 
crowd disappeared. That is a lesson many must learn. If your courage depends on who 
stands beside you, it will fail when people scatter. If your courage rests in the Lord standing 
with you, you can stand even when no man does. 

Conclusion 

“The righteous are bold as a lion” is not a tribute to human personality. It is a doctrine of 
holy confidence. The righteous man is bold because he fears God more than man, because 
his conscience has been cleansed by the blood, because he is standing where God told 
him to stand, and because truth is stronger than threats. This boldness does not come 
from volume, temperament, arrogance, stubbornness, or fleshly defiance. It comes from 
faith. It comes from the word of God. It comes from obedience. It comes from knowing that 
man is limited, God is sovereign, Christ is worthy, and eternity is longer than the enemy’s 
threats. 

The Bible gives us the balance. Joseph fled from fornication. Lot fled from Sodom. The 
manslayer fled to the city of refuge. But Nehemiah refused to flee from the wall. Daniel 
refused to stop praying. David stood before the giant. The apostles refused to stop 
preaching. Paul stood before kings and finished his course. The same Bible that commands 
holy flight also commands holy firmness. A believer must not turn fleeing into cowardice or 
standing into presumption. He must know what God has said in the moment. If God says 
flee, run. If God says stand, do not move. 

So let the righteous stand bold. Not because they are sinless in themselves, but because 
they are justified in Christ. Not because they are naturally fearless, but because the fear of 
God rules above the fear of man. Not because enemies are weak, but because God is 
strong. Not because consequences are imaginary, but because obedience is worth more 



than comfort. The wicked flee when no man pursueth, haunted by guilt and chased by 
conscience. But the righteous, with Bible underfoot, blood on the mercy seat, truth in the 
mouth, and God over all, can stand bold as a lion. 

 

 

10 of 20: The Doctrine of Fleeing: Should Such Men Flee 

There are times in the Bible when fleeing is wisdom, and there are times when fleeing is sin. 
That is the kind of sentence that separates a Bible believer from a slogan repeater. A 
shallow man wants one rule for every situation. He wants to say, “Never run,” or “Always 
escape,” because slogans are easier than discernment. But the Bible does not train men to 
live by slogans. It trains them to live by the word of God. Joseph fled from fornication, and 
he was right. Lot fled from Sodom, and he was right. The manslayer fled to the city of 
refuge, and he was right. But Nehemiah refused to flee, and he was right. Why? Because 
the issue is not whether a man moves. The issue is whether God told him to move. If God 
says flee, then standing is stubbornness. If God says stand, then fleeing is cowardice. The 
spiritual man must know the difference. 

Nehemiah 6:11 is one of the great backbone verses in the Old Testament: “And I said, 
Should such a man as I flee?” Those words were spoken by a man who understood that fear 
had come dressed up like counsel. His enemies could not stop the wall by open 
opposition, so they tried manipulation. They used rumors, invitations, accusations, false 
prophecy, religious theater, and the language of danger to push Nehemiah out of his post. 
They wanted him to save himself in a way that would ruin his testimony. They wanted him to 
hide in the temple where he did not belong, act like a frightened man, and give them 
something to report. Nehemiah saw through it. He understood that what sounded like 
caution was really a trap. He understood that some advice is not meant to protect you. It is 
meant to move you away from obedience. 

This essay is about discernment. Not all fear comes with horns and a pitchfork. Sometimes 
fear comes through a respectable voice. Sometimes fear quotes religious words. 
Sometimes fear talks about safety, wisdom, balance, reputation, family, protection, and 
survival. Sometimes fear tries to sound like the Holy Spirit. That is what makes it 
dangerous. A servant of God must learn when caution is godly and when caution is only 
cowardice wearing a clean shirt. If God has called a man to build, preach, lead, defend, 
write, warn, witness, or stand, that man must not let fear dress itself up as wisdom and talk 
him out of his post. There are moments when fleeing would save your skin but destroy your 
testimony. There are moments when the safest place physically may be the most 



dangerous place spiritually. Nehemiah teaches us that when God has assigned the wall, a 
man must not hide in the temple to escape the threats of the enemy. 

1. The Work Was Too Important to Leave 

Nehemiah understood the importance of the work. That is where his discernment began. 
He was not playing religious games. He was not managing a hobby. He was not building a 
platform for his own name. He was rebuilding the wall of Jerusalem under the burden and 
permission God had given him. When Sanballat and Geshem tried to lure him away by 
saying, “Come, let us meet together in some one of the villages in the plain of Ono,” 
Nehemiah answered, “I am doing a great work, so that I cannot come down” (Nehemiah 
6:2-3). That is the answer of a man who knows his assignment. If a man does not know 
what God gave him to do, any invitation can distract him and any threat can move him. 

The enemy loves to get builders off the wall. He does not always need to destroy the wall 
directly. Sometimes he only needs to interrupt the builder long enough for the work to stall. 
The devil has plenty of villages in the plain of Ono. He has meetings, conversations, 
controversies, emotional traps, side issues, flattering invitations, unnecessary debates, 
social drama, and religious distractions. He knows that a man cannot build and chase 
every barking dog at the same time. Nehemiah’s answer was not rude. It was focused. 
“Why should the work cease, whilst I leave it, and come down to you?” (Nehemiah 6:3). 
That question should be nailed to the desk of every preacher, writer, pastor, teacher, father, 
and servant of God with a work to finish. 

A man who knows the value of the work will not be easily moved by the noise around it. 
That is why the enemy works so hard to make men forget the importance of their 
assignment. If he can make the wall seem ordinary, the builder will leave it for ordinary 
reasons. If he can make the sermon seem small, the preacher will soften it for applause. If 
he can make the family altar seem optional, the father will neglect it for busyness. If he can 
make truth seem less urgent, the witness will become quiet. Nehemiah did not come down 
because the work was great. The first defense against sinful fleeing is a clear conviction 
that what God gave you to do matters. 

2. The Enemy Could Not Stop the Work Openly 

Nehemiah’s enemies tried many methods before they tried the temple trap. They mocked 
the work, accused the workers, threatened violence, and tried to weaken their hands. Yet 
the wall kept going up. That is when the enemy changed tactics. Open opposition had 
failed, so manipulation came next. This is one of the oldest patterns in spiritual warfare. If 
the devil cannot stop you with a roar, he may try to stop you with a whisper. If he cannot 



defeat you with a sword, he may try to defeat you with counsel. If he cannot break you with 
persecution, he may try to move you with fear disguised as prudence. 

This is why a servant of God must not be naïve. The enemy is not committed to one 
method. He is committed to stopping the work. If mockery works, he will mock. If threats 
work, he will threaten. If slander works, he will slander. If flattery works, he will flatter. If 
religious language works, he will use religious language. Nehemiah 6 shows the enemy 
shifting from outward hostility to inward deception. They sent letters. They spread rumors. 
They hired a man to give false counsel. They tried to create a situation where Nehemiah 
would act out of fear and thereby damage his own name. That is a more subtle attack than 
arrows on the wall. 

The lesson is plain. Just because a thing no longer looks like open persecution does not 
mean it has stopped being opposition. Some of the most dangerous attacks on a man’s 
calling come through voices that sound concerned. “We are only thinking of your safety.” 
“You need to protect yourself.” “You should not be so public.” “You should not be so strong.” 
“You should step away for a while.” “You should avoid controversy.” “You should hide until 
this passes.” Sometimes that counsel is right. Sometimes it is a trap. Nehemiah teaches 
that the difference is found by testing the counsel against the word of God, the calling of 
God, the motive behind it, and the fruit it would produce. If the counsel moves you from 
obedience into fear, beware. 

3. Fear Tried to Sound Like Wisdom 

The trap in Nehemiah 6 was clever because it sounded reasonable on the surface. 
Shemaiah said, “Let us meet together in the house of God, within the temple, and let us 
shut the doors of the temple: for they will come to slay thee” (Nehemiah 6:10). That sounds 
like protective counsel. A threat is named. A safe place is suggested. Religious language is 
used. The temple is invoked. The doors can be shut. The argument seems practical: danger 
is coming, so hide. But Nehemiah understood that this was not wisdom. It was fear. More 
than that, it was sin. He said, “Should such a man as I flee? and who is there, that, being as 
I am, would go into the temple to save his life? I will not go in” (Nehemiah 6:11). 

That phrase, “to save his life,” is the heart of the temptation. The enemy was trying to make 
self preservation the highest law. That is always one of the devil’s great arguments. Save 
yourself. Protect yourself. Think of yourself. Hide yourself. Preserve yourself. But the 
servant of God is not governed by self preservation as his highest commandment. He is 
governed by obedience. There are times when God tells a man to preserve life, and he 
should do so. Joseph took Mary and the young child into Egypt. Lot fled Sodom. Paul 



escaped in a basket. But there are other times when saving your life would mean losing 
your testimony. Nehemiah knew this was one of those times. 

Fear often borrows the vocabulary of wisdom. That is what makes it so hard to discern. 
Recklessness is not godliness, and unnecessary danger is not spirituality. But neither is 
fear godliness just because it uses careful words. A man can say, “I am being wise,” when 
he is really being controlled by threats. He can say, “I am protecting my family,” when he is 
actually avoiding obedience. He can say, “I do not want to cause division,” when he is really 
refusing to preach truth. He can say, “I need to be balanced,” when he is really trimming the 
message. He can say, “I am waiting on the Lord,” when he is really hiding from the work. 
Nehemiah was not fooled. He knew the difference between wisdom and fear in a religious 
costume. 

4. The Temple Trap Was Religious 

The enemy did not tell Nehemiah to hide in a tavern, a pagan shrine, or a cave. He told him 
to hide in the house of God. That is what made the temptation so subtle. The location 
sounded holy. The counsel sounded spiritual. The temple seemed like a safe place. But it 
was wrong. Nehemiah was not a priest. He had no business entering the temple in that 
manner to save his own life. The enemy wanted him to violate God’s order while appearing 
religious. That is a devilish masterpiece. It is one thing to tempt a man with obvious sin. It is 
another thing to tempt him with a religious looking act that is still disobedience. 

This is one of the most important lessons in the chapter. Not everything connected to 
religion is obedience to God. A temple can become a hiding place for cowardice. A pulpit 
can become a shelter for ambition. A ministry can become a mask for ego. A prayer 
meeting can become a substitute for doing what God already told you to do. A religious 
phrase can become a cover for unbelief. Nehemiah understood that the temple was holy, 
but hiding there in disobedience would not be holy. Holy places do not sanctify unholy 
motives. If God did not tell you to go in, the temple door is not your refuge. 

This applies with force today. Many men hide in religious activity to avoid the work God 
actually gave them. They hide in committees to avoid preaching. They hide in scholarship 
to avoid believing. They hide in endless study to avoid obedience. They hide in “love” to 
avoid rebuke. They hide in “discernment” to avoid action. They hide in “humility” to avoid 
taking a stand. They hide in “unity” to avoid separation from error. Religion can become the 
cleanest looking cave in the world. Nehemiah refused to hide in a place that looked holy 
but would have made him guilty. That is discernment. 

5. A Man Must Know Who He Is 



Nehemiah said, “Should such a man as I flee?” That was not pride. That was identity under 
calling. He knew who he was in relation to the work God had put into his hands. He was the 
governor leading the rebuilding of Jerusalem’s wall. If he fled, the people would see it. If he 
hid, the enemies would report it. If he acted out of fear, the work would be weakened. He 
was not saying he was too important in himself. He was saying his position carried 
responsibility. A man in leadership does not have the luxury of pretending his choices 
affect no one else. When he runs wrongly, others lose heart. 

That is why identity matters. Not identity in the soft modern sense where everyone invents 
a self and demands applause. Bible identity is rooted in what God has said and assigned. A 
father must know he is a father. A pastor must know he is a shepherd. A preacher must 
know he is a herald. A husband must know he is a head. A teacher must know he is 
accountable for truth. A watchman must know he is on the wall. If such a man flees when 
he should stand, he does not merely protect himself. He leaves others exposed. Nehemiah 
understood the weight of that. “Should such a man as I flee?” means, “How can I, holding 
this responsibility, act like fear is lord over me?” 

A man who does not know who he is will let other people define him under pressure. They 
will tell him he is too harsh, too narrow, too public, too bold, too serious, too controversial, 
too old fashioned, too dogmatic, too King James, too doctrinal, too separated, too intense, 
too unwilling to compromise. If he believes them more than he believes God, he will come 
down from the wall. But if he knows what God gave him, he can answer without apology. 
Such a man should not flee. Such a man should not hide. Such a man should not trade duty 
for image management. Such a man should stand where God put him. 

6. Discernment Sees the Snare 

Nehemiah says, “And, lo, I perceived that God had not sent him” (Nehemiah 6:12). That is 
the key. He perceived. He discerned. He did not merely react to the information. He tested 
the source. Shemaiah had spoken, but God had not sent him. That is one of the most 
important distinctions in the spiritual life. Someone can speak with urgency and still not be 
sent by God. Someone can sound concerned and still not be sent by God. Someone can 
use religious language and still not be sent by God. Someone can speak from inside the 
religious world and still not be sent by God. Nehemiah did not ask merely, “Does this 
advice mention the temple?” He asked whether God was behind it. 

The Bible says the purpose was “that I should be afraid, and do so, and sin, and that they 
might have matter for an evil report” (Nehemiah 6:13). There is the whole machinery of the 
trap. Fear was the pressure. Sin was the result. An evil report was the goal. The enemy 
wanted him afraid so he would act wrongly, and then they could use that wrong action 



against him. That pattern is still alive. The devil pressures a man with fear, gets him to make 
a bad decision, then uses the bad decision as an accusation. He scares a preacher into 
silence, then calls him compromised. He scares a leader into hiding, then calls him 
untrustworthy. He scares a believer into a rash move, then uses the damage to discredit 
him. Fear is often bait with a hook in it. 

Discernment does not just ask, “What am I being told?” It asks, “What will this produce?” 
Will this counsel make me obey God more clearly or hide from my duty? Will it strengthen 
the work or stop it? Will it produce holiness or only comfort? Will it preserve testimony or 
stain it? Will it honor Scripture or violate it? Will it make me fear God or fear man? 
Nehemiah saw the end of the counsel before he obeyed the counsel. That is wisdom. Many 
people only examine advice after they have already followed it and wrecked something. 
Nehemiah examined it at the door and said, “I will not go in.” 

7. Fear Must Not Rule the Work 

The enemies wanted to weaken Nehemiah’s hands. They wanted the work to cease. That is 
always the aim. Fear is not merely emotional discomfort. It is a tool used to stop 
obedience. If fear can rule the man, fear can rule the work. If fear can rule the pulpit, the 
sermon changes. If fear can rule the father, the home weakens. If fear can rule the writer, 
the words soften. If fear can rule the church, the doctrine gets trimmed. If fear can rule the 
witness, the gospel gets hidden. Nehemiah’s refusal to flee was a refusal to let fear govern 
the assignment. 

This is where many ministries lose their power. They do not deny Christ openly. They just let 
fear edit everything. Fear of losing people edits the sermon. Fear of offending donors edits 
the doctrine. Fear of controversy edits the warning. Fear of criticism edits the tone. Fear of 
being called narrow edits the separation. Fear of being misunderstood edits the conviction. 
Before long, the man is still speaking, but the wall is not being built. He has not fled 
physically, but he has fled spiritually. He stands in the pulpit, but he has already hidden in 
the temple of public approval. He is present in body and absent in backbone. 

Nehemiah shows the right answer: “I will not go in.” There comes a time when a man must 
give fear a short answer. Not a long negotiation. Not a nervous explanation. Not a public 
relations statement. “I will not go in.” I will not hide. I will not abandon the wall. I will not sin 
to preserve myself. I will not let false counsel move me. I will not let threats become my 
shepherd. I will not let the enemy decide my post. I will not trade obedience for safety. That 
kind of answer does not come from the flesh. It comes from a man who fears God more 
than he fears the report of his enemies. 

Conclusion 



“Should such a man as I flee?” is not a slogan for recklessness. It is a statement of 
discernment. Nehemiah was not saying a servant of God should never flee under any 
circumstance. The Bible has already shown us holy flight in other places. He was saying 
that in this situation, for this man, with this calling, under this counsel, fleeing would have 
been sin. That is the balance. The same Bible that tells Joseph to flee fornication tells 
Nehemiah not to flee from the wall. The same Bible that tells Lot to escape Sodom tells 
Daniel to keep praying with his windows open. The same Bible that shows Paul escaping in 
a basket also shows Paul standing before kings. The issue is obedience. 

This essay matters because fear is one of the devil’s favorite tools against servants of God. 
He uses fear to move men from their post, weaken their hands, silence their words, and 
stain their testimony. But fear does not always look like fear. Sometimes it looks like 
counsel. Sometimes it looks like safety. Sometimes it looks like religious wisdom. 
Sometimes it looks like a temple door opened at just the right time. Nehemiah teaches us 
to test the thing. Did God send it? Will it produce obedience or sin? Will it strengthen the 
work or stop the work? Will it make me fear God or fear man? Those are the questions a 
builder must ask. 

So let the servant of God learn when not to run. If God has told you to flee sin, then flee 
with all your might. If God has told you to flee idolatry, then do not linger around the idol. If 
God has told you to flee to refuge, then run to Christ and live. But if God has placed you on 
the wall, given you a work, put truth in your mouth, and assigned you a post, do not let 
Sanballat’s hired prophets talk you into hiding. There are times when fleeing is wisdom, and 
there are times when fleeing would betray the work. In those moments, the answer must be 
clear, steady, and final: “Should such a man as I flee?” 

 

 

11 of 20: The Doctrine of Fleeing: Fleeing From Gods Presence 

There is a kind of fleeing in the Bible that is not wisdom, not survival, not holy separation, 
not obedience to warning, and not wounded flight from affliction. It is rebellion with shoes 
on. It is a man hearing the word of the Lord and deliberately moving in the opposite 
direction. That is Jonah. “But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the 
LORD” (Jonah 1:3). There is no mystery about the matter. The Bible tells you what he did, 
where he intended to go, and what he was trying to flee. Jonah was not fleeing danger in the 
way Joseph took Mary and the young child Jesus into Egypt. Jonah was not fleeing Sodom 
because judgment was about to fall on him. Jonah was not fleeing to a city of refuge 
because blood was behind him and the avenger was near. Jonah was fleeing from the 



presence of the Lord because the command of God crossed his will. He was not running 
from pain. He was running from obedience. 

Jonah is one of the most searching books in the Bible because it proves that a man can be 
doctrinally sound about God’s mercy and still hate where God wants to show it. Jonah 
knew the Lord was gracious, merciful, slow to anger, of great kindness, and willing to repent 
Him of evil. That is why he did not want to go to Nineveh. He did not flee because he 
thought God was cruel. He fled because he knew God was merciful. That is a horrifying 
thing. A prophet ran from the mercy of God because he did not want that mercy extended 
to the people God sent him to warn. The issue was not ignorance. It was resistance. The 
issue was not that Jonah lacked theology. The issue was that his theology collided with his 
prejudice, his national feeling, his personal desire, and his hatred of Nineveh. That makes 
Jonah a mirror. A man can know Bible truth and still rebel when God applies that truth 
somewhere he does not like. 

This essay sits in the middle of the doctrine of fleeing because it gives us the clearest case 
of sinful flight. Earlier in the series we saw Hagar fleeing as a wounded woman, Lot fleeing 
to save life, the manslayer fleeing to refuge, enemies fleeing before the Lord, and the 
righteous refusing to flee when God told them to stand. Jonah now shows the wrong kind of 
flight. He flees from God’s command. He flees from God’s assignment. He flees from God’s 
heart toward sinners. He flees from the place of obedience. He flees from the pulpit God 
gave him. He flees from the city God marked for warning. And every step he takes is 
downward. Down to Joppa. Down into the ship. Down into the sides of the ship. Down into 
the sea. Down into the belly of the fish. Fleeing from God is always a downward path, even 
when the ship is sailing smoothly at first. 

1. The Word of the Lord Came First 

Jonah’s flight begins after revelation. “Now the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the son 
of Amittai, saying, Arise, go to Nineveh” (Jonah 1:1-2). That means Jonah did not act in 
ignorance. God had spoken. The command was plain. Arise. Go. Cry against it. The 
problem in Jonah 1 is not that the will of God was hidden. The problem is that the will of 
God was hated. That is important because many people hide rebellion under the language 
of confusion. They say they are waiting for clarity when God has already made the matter 
clear. They say they are praying about it when they are really delaying obedience. They say 
they are trying to discern the will of God when the real issue is that the will of God is not 
what they wanted. 

The word of the Lord always creates responsibility. Before God spoke, Jonah might have 
had opinions about Nineveh. After God spoke, Jonah had a command. The Bible never 



treats revelation as a toy for religious discussion. When God speaks, the hearer is 
accountable. That is why a Bible in the hand is a dangerous thing for a rebellious man. The 
more light he has, the less excuse he has. A man who knows what God said and runs 
anyway is not merely mistaken. He is fighting light. Jonah’s problem was not that he needed 
another translation, another conference, another scholar, another sign, another emotional 
confirmation, or another fleece. He had the word of the Lord, and he did not like it. 

This is where the passage cuts straight into modern Christianity. Many people want God’s 
word as long as it comforts them, validates them, encourages them, and condemns the 
people they already dislike. But when the word of God sends them somewhere they do not 
want to go, confronts something they want to keep, rebukes an attitude they cherish, 
demands obedience they consider costly, or extends mercy to someone they would rather 
see judged, they start looking for ships to Tarshish. They do not say, “I hate God’s word.” 
They just find another direction. But God does not measure obedience by how much 
Scripture a man admires. He measures it by what a man does when the Scripture crosses 
him. 

2. Jonah Fled From Duty 

Jonah was not fleeing from a vague feeling. He was fleeing from a duty. God said, “Arise, go 
to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it” (Jonah 1:2). That was his assignment. It 
involved movement, preaching, confrontation, and warning. Nineveh was not a 
comfortable mission field. It was a great city with great wickedness. The message was not 
soft. Jonah was not called to conduct a cultural exchange, start a motivational seminar, or 
flatter the people with spiritual affirmations. He was sent to cry against the city because its 
wickedness had come up before God. That is the kind of assignment the flesh does not like. 
It is dangerous, offensive, and deeply inconvenient. 

A lot of men do not flee from God because they deny His existence. They flee because they 
dislike the duty attached to His command. Jonah’s feet exposed his heart. He may have 
had reasons. He may have had national arguments. He may have thought Nineveh 
deserved judgment. He may have feared being labeled a traitor by his own people. He may 
have hated Assyria’s cruelty. He may have known that if Nineveh repented, God would 
spare them. But none of those reasons changed the command. God said go. Jonah went 
the other way. That is rebellion in its simplest form. God points east, and the man buys a 
ticket west. 

This happens constantly. God tells a man to preach, and he hides in business. God tells a 
father to lead his home, and he hides in busyness. God tells a believer to witness, and he 
hides behind personality. God tells a preacher to warn, and he hides behind diplomacy. 



God tells a Christian to separate, and he hides behind love. God tells a man to forgive, and 
he hides behind injury. God tells a man to rebuke error, and he hides behind unity. God tells 
a man to get right, and he hides behind excuses. Jonah’s ship still sails today. It has many 
names, but it always goes away from duty. 

3. Tarshish Always Has a Ship 

One of the most sobering phrases in Jonah 1 is this: “and he found a ship going to Tarshish” 
(Jonah 1:3). Of course he did. The devil always seems to have transportation available 
when a man wants to run from God. That does not mean the devil controls every 
circumstance, but it does mean open doors are not always God’s doors. Jonah found a 
ship. The timing worked. The fare could be paid. The destination matched his rebellion. 
Everything looked convenient. But convenience is not confirmation. A smooth path is not 
proof of God’s blessing. Sometimes the easiest opportunity is the one that carries you 
farther from obedience. 

This is where many people deceive themselves. They say, “The door opened, so it must be 
the Lord.” Not necessarily. A door can open to Tarshish. A boat can be available in the 
wrong direction. A job can open that pulls you away from your family, church, calling, and 
conscience. A relationship can appear at the exact moment you are weakest and most 
rebellious. A platform can open that rewards compromise. A religious opportunity can 
open that feeds pride while starving obedience. A financial path can open that slowly drags 
you out of fellowship with God. Jonah found a ship, but the ship was not mercy. It was a 
vehicle of chastisement waiting to happen. 

The fare is another detail that preaches. “So he paid the fare thereof” (Jonah 1:3). Running 
from God always has a price. At first, the price may look manageable. Jonah had enough 
money to board. He could pay the first installment. But he could not pay the full cost. He 
paid the fare to Tarshish, but he did not calculate the storm, the sailors, the casting of lots, 
the confession of guilt, the sea, the fish, the darkness, and the humiliation. Sin always 
advertises the down payment, not the total bill. Rebellion lets you pay at the dock, then 
collects again in the storm. The devil will sell you a ticket cheap and charge your soul 
interest later. 

4. Fleeing From God Is Downward 

Jonah’s path is marked by downward movement. He goes down to Joppa. He goes down 
into the ship. He goes down into the sides of the ship. He is cast down into the sea. He goes 
down into the belly of the fish. This is not accidental literary detail. It is spiritual geography. 
When a man flees from God, he may think he is progressing because he is moving, but 
spiritually he is descending. Movement is not always progress. A man can be busy and still 



be backsliding. He can travel far and still be going down. He can make plans, pay fares, 
board ships, and sleep in cabins while his soul is sinking lower. 

That downward path is one of the most reliable marks of rebellion. The first step away from 
God may not look terrible. Joppa was just a port. A ship was just transportation. Tarshish 
was just a destination. But when the direction is away from obedience, every ordinary 
detail becomes part of a descent. A man does not always fall all at once. He goes down one 
choice at a time. Down from prayer. Down from Scripture. Down from fellowship. Down 
from conviction. Down from separation. Down from truth. Down from his post. Down from 
plain preaching. Down from a clean conscience. Down from the fear of God. By the time 
the storm arrives, he has already been descending for a while. 

This is why early obedience matters. The further Jonah goes, the more severe the correction 
becomes. Had he obeyed at the first command, there would have been no storm, no lot, no 
sea, no fish, and no three days in the belly of hell. But rebellion adds chapters God never 
intended as blessings. God can still recover the man, but recovery may be painful. The Lord 
is merciful, but mercy does not mean He lets rebellion sail peacefully forever. If you are 
going down, stop pretending the ship is a blessing because the ticket was available. The 
road away from God always slopes downward. 

5. The Storm Was Mercy 

The Bible says, “But the LORD sent out a great wind into the sea” (Jonah 1:4). The storm 
was not bad luck. It was not random weather. It was not the devil overpowering Jonah. It 
was the Lord. The same God Jonah tried to flee sent the wind after him. That is mercy with 
thunder in it. God loved Jonah too much to let him reach Tarshish uncorrected. A smooth 
arrival would have been judgment of another kind. The storm was severe, but it was mercy 
because it interrupted the rebel before he could settle in the wrong place. Sometimes the 
roughest thing in your life is the kindness of God refusing to let you succeed in 
disobedience. 

This is hard for soft religion to accept. People want mercy to feel gentle at all times. But the 
Bible shows mercy in storms, rods, rebukes, chastisement, closed doors, exposed sin, 
broken plans, and hard providences. “For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and 
scourgeth every son whom he receiveth” (Hebrews 12:6). Chastisement is not hate. It is 
love that refuses to leave a son in rebellion. Jonah’s storm was not God losing control. It 
was God taking control of a runaway prophet. The wind was more obedient than Jonah. The 
sea was more responsive than Jonah. The fish was more submissive than Jonah. Creation 
obeyed while the prophet ran. 



That is a humiliating thought. A preacher can become less obedient than the weather. A 
prophet can become less submissive than a fish. A man with a Bible can be more stubborn 
than the sea. Jonah’s rebellion put him at odds with the God whose creation still obeyed. 
That should sober any servant of God. The Lord has a thousand ways to interrupt a man. He 
can send wind. He can stir water. He can trouble circumstances. He can expose secrets. 
He can make pagan sailors ask better questions than the prophet wants to answer. He can 
prepare a fish. He can prepare a gourd. He can prepare a worm. He can prepare a 
vehement east wind. The runaway man is never beyond God’s reach. 

6. The Sleeper in the Storm 

Jonah went down into the sides of the ship and was fast asleep. That is one of the strangest 
and most revealing details in the chapter. The storm is raging. The sailors are afraid. The 
ship is likely to be broken. Cargo is being thrown overboard. Pagan men are crying every 
man unto his god. And the prophet of the Lord is asleep. That is what rebellion can do. It 
can make a man strangely numb while others are being damaged by his disobedience. 
Jonah’s sleep was not peace. It was spiritual dullness. There is a difference between rest in 
God and numbness in rebellion. 

This is a warning to every believer who thinks private disobedience stays private. Jonah’s 
flight put other men in danger. The sailors did not receive the command to go to Nineveh. 
Jonah did. But Jonah’s rebellion brought them into the storm. That is how sin works. It 
spills. A father’s disobedience affects his household. A preacher’s compromise affects his 
flock. A leader’s rebellion affects those following him. A believer’s backsliding affects 
people he may not even consider. Jonah wanted to flee alone, but he did not suffer alone. 
The ship shook because the prophet ran. 

The shipmaster’s rebuke is almost comical if it were not so serious: “What meanest thou, O 
sleeper? arise, call upon thy God” (Jonah 1:6). A pagan has to tell the prophet to pray. That 
is shameful. But it happens more than people think. Sometimes the world can see that 
something is wrong before the backslider will admit it. Sometimes lost men know a 
Christian should not be where he is. Sometimes the ungodly are shocked at the 
carelessness of a man who claims to know God. Jonah’s rebellion turned his testimony 
upside down. Instead of crying against Nineveh, he had to be awakened by a pagan sailor in 
a storm he caused. 

7. No Distance Removes God 

Jonah’s whole attempt was impossible from the beginning because no distance can 
remove a man from the presence of God. David asked, “Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or 
whither shall I flee from thy presence?” (Psalm 139:7). The answer is nowhere. If a man 



ascends into heaven, God is there. If he makes his bed in hell, God is there. If he takes the 
wings of the morning and dwells in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there God’s hand 
shall lead him. Jonah should have known that. He could change location, but not reality. He 
could leave Israel, but not God’s sight. He could board a ship, but not escape divine 
government. He could go below deck, but not below God’s knowledge. 

This is the madness of all rebellion. The sinner acts as though God is local, limited, 
distracted, or avoidable. He leaves church and thinks he left conviction. He closes the 
Bible and thinks he silenced God. He moves to another city and thinks he has outrun the 
call. He changes friends and thinks he has escaped accountability. He fills his ears with 
noise and thinks he has removed the voice. He avoids the preacher and thinks he has 
avoided the Lord. But God is not trapped inside the places where a man first heard Him. 
The Lord can meet a rebel on a ship, in a storm, in the sea, inside a fish, or under a withered 
gourd. There is no geography where God is not God. 

That truth is terrifying to the rebel and comforting to the saint. If you are fleeing from God, it 
means there is nowhere to hide. If you are fleeing unto God, it means there is nowhere His 
hand cannot reach. Jonah learned the hard side of omnipresence first. He could not 
escape. But later, from the belly of the fish, he learned that even there he could pray. “I 
cried by reason of mine affliction unto the LORD, and he heard me” (Jonah 2:2). That is 
mercy. The God you cannot outrun is also the God who can hear you from the lowest place 
your rebellion has carried you. But better to obey at the first word than to pray from the 
belly after the storm has done its work. 

Conclusion 

Jonah shows the wrong kind of fleeing. He was not a wounded servant running from 
affliction like Hagar. He was not a righteous man escaping danger like Joseph. He was not a 
guilty manslayer fleeing to refuge. He was a prophet fleeing from duty. The word of the Lord 
came to him, and he went the other way. That is the heart of the matter. The problem was 
not that God had been unclear. The problem was that Jonah did not want what God 
commanded. He did not want Nineveh warned. He did not want mercy extended. He did 
not want his theology applied in a direction that crossed his own heart. 

The passage teaches that rebellion always has a downward road. Down to Joppa. Down 
into the ship. Down into the sides of the ship. Down into the sea. Down into the fish. The 
ship to Tarshish may be available, the fare may be payable, the weather may seem calm at 
first, and the rebel may even sleep for a while, but God knows how to send a storm. The 
storm is not always destruction. Sometimes it is mercy. Sometimes God breaks the voyage 
because He intends to recover the man. Sometimes He troubles the sea because He 



refuses to let a runaway prophet live comfortably in disobedience. It is better to be stopped 
by a storm than to arrive safely in Tarshish outside the will of God. 

So let the lesson settle. No ship, no fare, no destination, no distance, no silence, no excuse, 
no anger, no prejudice, no religious argument, and no hiding place can remove a man from 
the presence of the Lord. If God has spoken, obey. If He has assigned a work, do it. If He 
has sent you to warn, preach. If He has touched the thing in your heart you do not want to 
surrender, surrender it. Do not mistake an open ship for an open door from God. Do not 
mistake sleep in the storm for peace. Do not mistake distance from the place of duty for 
escape from the Lord. Fleeing from God is always downward. But the same God who sends 
the storm can still hear a prayer from the deep. Better still, obey before the storm has to 
preach the sermon you refused to hear. 

 

 

12 of 20: The Doctrine of Fleeing: Nowhere From His Spirit 

“Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence?” (Psalm 139:7). 
That verse answers Jonah before Jonah ever bought his ticket. Jonah rose up to flee from 
the presence of the LORD, but David knew better. There is no such place. There is no 
Tarshish far enough, no ship deep enough, no sea wide enough, no darkness thick enough, 
no cave hidden enough, no city crowded enough, no wilderness empty enough, no palace 
guarded enough, no prison locked enough, and no grave silent enough to remove a man 
from the presence of God. A man can flee a church, flee a preacher, flee a Bible, flee a 
conversation, flee a responsibility, flee a calling, flee a conviction, flee a memory, and flee 
the people who remind him of truth, but he cannot flee God. That is the doctrine. God is not 
local. God is not trapped in religious buildings. God is not confined to one nation, one altar, 
one pulpit, one setting, or one circumstance. He fills heaven and earth. He sees. He knows. 
He searches. He follows. He waits. He meets. He exposes. He comforts. He judges. He 
keeps. 

Psalm 139 is one of the most searching passages in the Bible because it does not present 
God’s omnipresence as a cold theological definition. It presents it as a living reality that 
presses upon the soul. “O LORD, thou hast searched me, and known me” (Psalm 139:1). 
That is where the Psalm begins. Before David asks where he can flee, he confesses that 
God has already searched and known him. God knows his downsitting and uprising. God 
understands his thought afar off. God compasseth his path and his lying down. God is 
acquainted with all his ways. There is not a word in his tongue, but the Lord knows it 
altogether. That is not a distant God watching through a fog. That is a present God with 



perfect knowledge. To the rebel, that is terrifying. To the saint, that is comforting. The same 
truth can be heaven or horror depending on the condition of the heart. If you are hiding sin, 
God’s presence is exposure. If you are seeking refuge, God’s presence is shelter. 

That is why this essay follows the Jonah study. Jonah tried to flee from the presence of the 
Lord, but Psalm 139 says the whole attempt was doomed before it began. He could change 
location, but not God’s knowledge. He could board a ship, but not escape divine 
government. He could go down into the sides of the ship, but not below the reach of God’s 
eye. He could be cast into the sea, but not outside the Lord’s hand. He could sit in the belly 
of the fish, but not outside the range of prayer. David’s confession is the correction to 
Jonah’s rebellion: there is nowhere from His Spirit. But this truth is larger than Jonah. It 
searches every man who thinks he can outrun conviction, and it strengthens every believer 
who fears he has been forgotten. The presence of God is inescapable exposure to the 
rebellious man, but inescapable comfort to the faithful man. The difference is not in God’s 
presence. The difference is in the man’s heart toward that presence. 

1. God Searches Before Man Runs 

Psalm 139 begins before the running begins. “O LORD, thou hast searched me, and known 
me” (Psalm 139:1). That means God’s knowledge of a man is not reactionary. He does not 
begin studying a sinner after the sinner starts hiding. He does not discover a rebel’s 
motives after the rebel has already bought the ticket. He does not need evidence brought 
before Him like an earthly judge who depends on witnesses. God searches and knows 
before the man speaks, before he moves, before he explains himself, before he edits the 
story, before he makes excuses, and before he tries to cover his trail. That is why fleeing 
from God is such madness. The God you are fleeing already knows why you are fleeing. 

This destroys the whole business of religious acting. A man can fool people with his face, 
his tone, his vocabulary, his public ministry, his testimony, his polished prayers, his 
respectable habits, and his carefully managed image. But he cannot fool God. “Thou 
knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off” 
(Psalm 139:2). That is deeper than conduct. That reaches thought. God does not merely 
see what a man does after the thought becomes action. He understands the thought afar 
off. He knows the seed before it becomes a tree. He knows the lust before it becomes 
adultery. He knows the resentment before it becomes murder. He knows the unbelief 
before it becomes a ship to Tarshish. He knows the pride before it becomes a fall. 

That should make a man honest. There is no use lying to a God who already knows. There is 
no use pretending to be confused when the issue is rebellion. There is no use saying, “I do 
not understand,” when the truth is, “I do not want to obey.” There is no use saying, “I am 



waiting,” when the truth is, “I am delaying.” There is no use saying, “I am hurt,” when the 
wound has become an excuse to disobey. God searches all that. He knows the legitimate 
pain and the sinful use of pain. He knows the pressure and the pride. He knows the fear and 
the unbelief. Before a man runs, God has already searched the reason. 

2. No Place Is Outside His Presence 

David asks, “Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence?” 
(Psalm 139:7). The answer is nowhere. That is the doctrine of omnipresence in plain Bible 
language. God is everywhere present, not as a vague force, not as a pantheistic fog, not as 
creation itself, but as the personal Lord who fills heaven and earth while remaining distinct 
from all He made. “Do not I fill heaven and earth? saith the LORD” (Jeremiah 23:24). That 
does not mean God is the tree, the rock, the river, the star, or the sinner. It means no 
created place can exclude Him. The Creator is not trapped inside His creation. He is above 
it, through it, present to it, and sovereign over it. 

David then gives the extremes. “If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed 
in hell, behold, thou art there” (Psalm 139:8). Height does not escape Him. Depth does not 
escape Him. Heaven is not above His reach, and hell is not below His authority. Then David 
says, “If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; even 
there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me” (Psalm 139:9-10). East, 
west, sea, sky, height, depth, distance, speed, and darkness all fail as hiding places. There 
is no direction on the compass where God is absent. There is no hidden coordinate where 
the Almighty loses sight. 

This truth should kill every false idea of escape. Men think they can flee God by changing 
scenery. They move cities, switch churches, avoid old friends, change routines, close the 
Bible, leave the ministry, stop praying, block the preacher, drown themselves in 
entertainment, bury themselves in business, or fill their ears with noise. But God is not 
back where they left the Bible on the shelf. God is not stranded in the church they stopped 
attending. God is not limited to the sermon they avoided. The man may get away from 
reminders, but he cannot get away from God. The reminders were mercy. The presence 
remains. 

3. Darkness Cannot Hide a Man 

David says, “If I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; even the night shall be light about 
me” (Psalm 139:11). That is one of the most devastating verses for secret sin in the entire 
Bible. Man loves darkness because darkness feels like privacy. Darkness lets him imagine 
he is unseen. Darkness is where he hides the browser, the bottle, the bitterness, the secret 
message, the hidden motive, the private idol, the second life, the unspoken rebellion, the 



thing he would never do if faithful people were watching. But darkness is a liar. It may hide a 
man from men, but it does not hide him from God. “Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee” 
(Psalm 139:12). 

The Bible repeatedly connects darkness with evil because man tries to use darkness as a 
cloak. Jesus said, “Men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil” 
(John 3:19). That is not complicated. Men love darkness because darkness flatters sin with 
the illusion of secrecy. But God sees in the dark without needing light. “The night shineth as 
the day: the darkness and the light are both alike to thee” (Psalm 139:12). The burglar 
needs darkness. The adulterer wants darkness. The liar works in darkness. The coward 
hides in darkness. The rebel whispers in darkness. But God does not need the lights turned 
on to know what happened. 

This ought to scare the rebel and cleanse the saint. If a man is hiding sin, Psalm 139 is a 
sword. It says, “You are not hidden.” If a man is suffering unnoticed, Psalm 139 is a blanket. 
It says, “You are not forgotten.” That is the double edge of omnipresence. The same God 
who sees the hypocrite in secret sees the widow in secret. The same God who sees the 
wicked plot sees the faithful prayer no one else knows about. The same God who sees 
secret lust sees secret tears. Darkness does not hide sin from His judgment, but it also 
does not hide sorrow from His mercy. A man’s relationship to the light determines whether 
that truth terrifies or comforts him. 

4. Fleeing From Conviction Is Fleeing From Mercy 

When a man flees from conviction, he is not merely fleeing discomfort. He is fleeing mercy. 
Conviction is one of God’s kindnesses to sinners and saints. It is the alarm bell before the 
fire consumes the house. It is the warning sign before the bridge is out. It is the pressure of 
truth before the collapse. It is God putting His hand on the hidden thing and saying, “That 
right there.” But men often hate conviction because it interrupts the life they are trying to 
preserve. So they flee from the Bible, flee from preaching, flee from prayer, flee from 
accountability, flee from silence, flee from anyone who might ask the right question, and 
then tell themselves they are seeking peace. 

That is a deadly deception. Peace without truth is not peace. It is anesthesia. A man can 
numb himself and call it healing. He can avoid conviction and call it rest. He can get away 
from strong preaching and call it freedom. He can leave a faithful church and call it growth. 
He can stop reading the passages that trouble him and call it a new season. But if God was 
using conviction to bring him to repentance, then fleeing conviction is fleeing mercy. 
“Faithful are the wounds of a friend; but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful” (Proverbs 



27:6). The wounds of truth may hurt, but they heal. The kisses of flattery may soothe, but 
they kill. 

Jonah found this out. The word of the Lord came to him as a command. When he fled from 
that command, God sent a storm. The storm was not less merciful than the original word. It 
was mercy in a harsher form. If Jonah would not hear the command on dry land, he would 
hear God through wind, waves, lots, sailors, sea, and fish. That is how God deals with 
runners. The longer a man flees from gentle conviction, the rougher the mercy may 
become. Better to bow when God whispers through Scripture than to wait until He 
preaches through a storm. 

5. His Presence Is Terror to the Rebel 

The presence of God is terror to the rebel because it means exposure. Adam hid when he 
heard the voice of the Lord after sin. Cain could not escape the blood crying from the 
ground. Jonah could not escape the God who sent the storm. Belshazzar could feast until 
the handwriting appeared on the wall, and then his knees knocked together. The rebel’s 
problem is not that God is absent. His problem is that God is present, holy, and not fooled. 
“For there is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed; neither hid, that shall not be 
known” (Luke 12:2). That verse ought to shake a man who is living two lives. 

God’s presence is also terror because it means accountability. A man might avoid human 
courts. He might dodge consequences for years. He might lie successfully, silence 
witnesses, manipulate people, bury evidence, and keep his reputation intact. But none of 
that removes him from God’s presence. “All things are naked and opened unto the eyes of 
him with whom we have to do” (Hebrews 4:13). That is a frightening phrase: “with whom we 
have to do.” Every man has to do with God. He may deny it, mock it, ignore it, postpone it, 
and laugh at it, but he cannot cancel it. He has to do with God. 

This is why hell is not the absence of God in the sense many people carelessly say it. Hell is 
not some place where rebels finally get away from Him. It is punishment under His 
righteous judgment. The sinner’s dream is to escape God and keep his sin. The Bible gives 
him no such hope. If a man refuses God’s presence in mercy, he will face God’s presence in 
wrath. If he refuses the Saviour, he faces the Judge. If he flees the cross, he meets the 
throne. The rebel cannot win by running. He can only run into a worse meeting with the 
same God he refused to face in grace. 

6. His Presence Is Comfort to the Faithful 

For the faithful man, the same omnipresence is comfort. David does not merely say God 
sees him. He says, “Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me” 
(Psalm 139:10). That is not terror. That is security. The God who is everywhere present is not 



merely watching like a distant observer. He leads and holds. The believer may be in the 
uttermost parts of the sea, but God’s hand is there. He may be in a strange land, under 
pressure, misunderstood, isolated, wounded, imprisoned, or surrounded by enemies, but 
God’s hand is there. No location can remove the faithful man from divine care. 

This matters deeply in suffering. A believer can feel abandoned when circumstances grow 
dark. He can feel forgotten when prayers seem delayed. He can feel unseen when people 
misunderstand him. He can feel alone when friends scatter. But feelings are not the final 
authority. Psalm 139 says God is there. “The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a broken 
heart” (Psalm 34:18). Paul learned this when everyone forsook him at his first answer. He 
wrote, “Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me” (2 Timothy 4:17). 
Men left, but the Lord stood. That is omnipresence turned into personal strength. 

The faithful man does not need to fear distance because God is already there. Missionaries 
have leaned on that truth. Prisoners have leaned on that truth. Persecuted saints have 
leaned on that truth. Sick believers in hospital beds have leaned on that truth. A Christian 
lying awake at night with burdens too heavy to explain can lean on that truth. God is there. 
Not vaguely. Not sentimentally. Truly. Presently. Personally. The same doctrine that ruins 
the rebel’s hiding place becomes the saint’s pillow. There is nowhere from His Spirit, and 
for the believer, that means there is nowhere God cannot keep him. 

7. The Right Response Is Surrender 

If there is nowhere from His Spirit, then the only sane response is surrender. Running is 
foolish. Hiding is foolish. Pretending is foolish. Delaying is foolish. Decorating the rebellion 
with religious language is foolish. God already knows. God is already there. God has 
already searched the matter. The right response is not to flee from His presence, but to 
open the whole heart before Him and say with David, “Search me, O God, and know my 
heart: try me, and know my thoughts” (Psalm 139:23). That is the opposite of Jonah. Jonah 
runs from the searching presence. David invites it. 

That invitation is not easy. It takes more courage to let God search you than to defend 
yourself before men. Men usually search poorly. God searches perfectly. Men may accuse 
falsely or excuse wrongly. God does neither. He finds the wicked way, the anxious thought, 
the hidden motive, the stubborn affection, the pride disguised as conviction, the fear 
disguised as wisdom, the bitterness disguised as discernment, and the lust disguised as 
liberty. “And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting” 
(Psalm 139:24). That is the prayer of a man who no longer wants hiding places. He wants 
leading. 



Surrender also means coming to Christ as refuge. The omnipresence of God means you 
cannot escape His knowledge, but the gospel declares you can be reconciled to Him 
through the blood of His Son. The sinner’s problem is not solved by distance. It is solved by 
redemption. “In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins” 
(Colossians 1:14). The lost man must stop fleeing from the presence of God and flee to the 
cross, where God’s justice and mercy meet. The believer must stop hiding parts of his heart 
and bring them into the light. There is no freedom in running from a God who is everywhere. 
Freedom is found in surrender to Him. 

Conclusion 

Psalm 139 answers every Jonah who thinks distance can solve rebellion. “Whither shall I go 
from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence?” There is no answer because there 
is no place. Heaven, hell, sea, darkness, morning, distance, depth, and night all fail as 
hiding places. God is there. He searches. He knows. He sees. He understands the thought 
afar off. He is acquainted with all our ways. That is the end of all pretending. A man may 
flee from a church, a preacher, a Bible, a responsibility, a calling, a conviction, or a 
memory, but he cannot flee God. The Lord is already at the place where the runner thinks 
he is going. 

This truth is terror or comfort depending on the heart. To the rebel, omnipresence means 
exposure. There is no secret sin unknown to God, no hidden motive missed by God, no 
darkness that blinds God, no excuse that fools God, and no future meeting that can be 
avoided. To the faithful, omnipresence means comfort. There is no prison where God 
cannot strengthen, no sickbed where God cannot comfort, no wilderness where God 
cannot lead, no sea where God cannot hold, no grief where God cannot draw near, and no 
lonely place where the Lord cannot stand with His own. The same sun melts wax and 
hardens clay. The same presence terrifies rebellion and comforts faith. 

So stop running the wrong way. If God is convicting you, do not flee conviction. It is mercy. If 
God is calling you, do not flee duty. It is purpose. If God is exposing you, do not flee the 
light. It is cleansing. If God is correcting you, do not flee chastisement. It is love. And if you 
are weary, wounded, and afraid, do not imagine you are forgotten. His hand can lead you 
even there. His right hand can hold you even there. There is nowhere from His Spirit. For the 
rebel, that means nowhere to hide. For the believer, that means nowhere to be abandoned. 

 

 

13 of 20: The Doctrine of Fleeing: I Flee Unto Thee 



“Deliver me, O LORD, from mine enemies: I flee unto thee to hide me” (Psalm 143:9). There 
is the right kind of fleeing. Not fleeing from duty like Jonah. Not fleeing in guilty fear like the 
wicked man in Proverbs. Not fleeing from conviction. Not fleeing from the presence of the 
Lord. This is a saint running in the right direction. David is not merely trying to get away from 
trouble. He is running into God. That is the great difference. A man can want escape 
without wanting God. He can want relief without repentance, safety without surrender, 
peace without prayer, and protection without fellowship. David wants deliverance, but he 
knows where deliverance is found. He says, “I flee unto thee to hide me.” The hiding place 
is not merely a cave, a city, a strategy, a friend, a weapon, a throne, an army, or a change of 
circumstances. The hiding place is the Lord Himself. 

This is one of the most practical truths in the entire doctrine of fleeing. Many people only 
know how to run away. They run away from pressure, away from pain, away from 
confrontation, away from hard people, away from responsibility, away from memories, 
away from enemies, away from fear, and away from everything that makes life heavy. But 
running away is not always the same as running to safety. You can run from one trouble into 
another. You can flee from one enemy and land in the arms of a worse one. You can leave a 
hard situation and enter a sinful one. You can escape discomfort and lose fellowship with 
God. David shows a better way. He does not merely say, “I flee from mine enemies.” He 
says, “I flee unto thee.” That is the line between panic and faith. Panic wants distance. Faith 
wants God. 

The Lord is the believer’s refuge, hiding place, shield, fortress, high tower, buckler, strength, 
help, and deliverer. Those are not poetic decorations for greeting cards. Those are Bible 
realities for a man under pressure. David knew enemies. He knew betrayal. He knew caves. 
He knew slander. He knew war. He knew what it was to be hunted by Saul, cursed by 
Shimei, betrayed by Ahithophel, attacked by Absalom, and surrounded by men who wanted 
him gone. But David learned something in the middle of all that pressure: the safest place 
is not merely away from the enemy. The safest place is near the Lord. A man can be 
geographically far from danger and spiritually exposed. Another man can be surrounded by 
enemies and hidden in God. The issue is not merely where your body is located. The issue 
is where your soul is hiding. 

1. The Right Direction of Flight 

The first great lesson in Psalm 143:9 is direction. David says, “I flee unto thee.” That is not 
vague religious language. That is movement toward God. In this series, we have already 
seen men fleeing in many directions. Hagar fled into the wilderness under affliction. Lot 
fled from Sodom under warning. The manslayer fled to the city of refuge under legal danger. 
Jonah fled toward Tarshish in rebellion. The wicked flee when no man pursueth because 



guilt has made cowards out of them. But David gives us the cleanest expression of holy 
flight: “I flee unto thee.” His feet, heart, prayer, dependence, and hope all point in one 
direction. Godward. 

That is what makes the difference. A man cannot be judged merely by the fact that he is 
running. He must be judged by the direction of his flight. A man fleeing from sin toward God 
is wise. A man fleeing from God toward sin is a fool. A man fleeing from conviction toward 
distraction is in danger. A man fleeing from danger toward obedience may be acting in faith. 
David’s direction is right because he is not running to a substitute refuge. He is not running 
first to human strength, political calculation, military power, emotional numbness, or 
religious ritual. He is running to the Lord. That is the kind of fleeing that heals instead of 
merely relocates the trouble. 

Many people run, but they run sideways. They run to busyness. They run to entertainment. 
They run to food, drink, lust, shopping, scrolling, arguing, working, sleeping, talking, or 
isolating. They run to people who will flatter them rather than correct them. They run to 
places where they can avoid the voice of God. They run to activity so they do not have to 
pray. But David runs vertically. “I flee unto thee.” That is the spiritual correction. If trouble 
makes you move, make sure it moves you toward God. If enemies make you run, make sure 
you run into prayer. If fear presses you, make sure it presses you toward the Lord and not 
away from Him. 

2. The Lord Is the Hiding Place 

David says, “I flee unto thee to hide me.” The Lord is not merely the One who shows him a 
hiding place. The Lord is the hiding place. That is higher ground. It is one thing for God to 
provide a cave, a friend, a city, a shield, or an escape route. It is another thing for God 
Himself to be the refuge. Psalm 32:7 says, “Thou art my hiding place; thou shalt preserve 
me from trouble; thou shalt compass me about with songs of deliverance.” That is not 
theoretical theology. That is a man putting his soul inside the faithfulness of God. The 
hiding place is personal. “Thou art my hiding place.” 

This is where the believer must learn the difference between using God and trusting God. A 
lot of people want God to give them a hiding place, but they do not really want God Himself. 
They want Him to fix the pressure, remove the enemy, change the circumstance, silence 
the critic, heal the pain, and make the storm stop, but they do not want deeper fellowship, 
greater surrender, or closer dependence. David’s language is better. He is not merely asking 
God to hand him a shield while he keeps his distance. He flees into God. He wants to be 
hidden in the Lord. That is what real faith does. It does not treat God as emergency 
equipment. It treats Him as life. 



The Lord as hiding place also means that the believer’s safety is not always visible to the 
world. A man hidden in God may still look exposed outwardly. David hiding in the Lord did 
not mean every enemy vanished instantly. Paul hidden in Christ still went to prison. Daniel 
hidden in God still went into the lions’ den. The three Hebrew men hidden in God still went 
into the furnace. The hiding place is not always the removal of danger. Sometimes it is 
preservation in danger. Sometimes it is peace under pressure. Sometimes it is courage 
while enemies remain. Sometimes it is strength to endure what God does not immediately 
remove. 

3. Deliverance Begins With Prayer 

David begins the verse with, “Deliver me, O LORD, from mine enemies.” That is prayer. 
Before he strategizes, he prays. Before he explains the enemy, he addresses the Lord. 
Before he hides, he cries. That matters because many people want deliverance without 
prayer. They want rescue without communion. They want the benefits of God without the 
face of God. David does not treat deliverance like a mechanical transaction. He cries to the 
Lord. “Deliver me, O LORD.” That is dependence. He knows he cannot save himself by his 
own cleverness, strength, experience, or royal title. He needs God to act. 

Prayer is often the first evidence that a man is fleeing in the right direction. Jonah fled from 
the Lord and slept in the ship. David fled unto the Lord and prayed. There is a world of 
difference between those two men. The runaway sleeps through conviction until the storm 
wakes him. The faithful man cries before the storm destroys him. Prayer brings the soul into 
the presence of the only One who can actually deliver. A man may talk about his enemies 
to everyone else and never once truly carry them to God. He may complain, rehearse, post, 
argue, vent, strategize, and worry, but never pray. That is not fleeing unto the Lord. That is 
circling the problem in the energy of the flesh. 

The Lord wants His people to pray because prayer humbles the runner. When a man says, 
“Deliver me, O LORD,” he admits he is not enough. He admits the enemy is real. He admits 
the danger is beyond his own control. He admits God must intervene. That admission is 
healthy. The flesh hates it because the flesh wants to appear sufficient. But prayer is not 
weakness. Prayer is the believer entering the throne room instead of pacing outside the 
battlefield. “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble” (Psalm 46:1). If 
He is a very present help, then prayer is not a last resort. It is the first motion of faith. 

4. Enemies Drive the Saint Closer 

David’s enemies become the occasion for deeper fellowship with God. That is one of the 
strange mercies of trouble. Enemies can do a believer good when they drive him closer to 
the Lord. They mean to frighten him, but God uses them to make him pray. They mean to 



isolate him, but God uses them to draw him into divine fellowship. They mean to weaken 
him, but God uses them to show him where his strength really is. “It is good for me that I 
have been afflicted; that I might learn thy statutes” (Psalm 119:71). The enemy does not 
intend that outcome, but God overrules the enemy’s intention. 

David could have become obsessed with his enemies. That is a common trap. When 
people oppose you, it is easy to make them the center of your emotional world. You 
rehearse what they said, what they did, what they might do next, how unfair it is, how wrong 
they are, and how you will answer them. Before long, the enemy has become larger in your 
mind than God. David avoids that by turning enemy pressure into Godward flight. “Deliver 
me, O LORD, from mine enemies: I flee unto thee to hide me.” He names the enemy, but he 
does not worship the enemy. He acknowledges the danger, but he does not build his life 
around it. 

This is practical for every believer. Let the enemy push you into prayer. Let criticism push 
you into Scripture. Let betrayal push you into the faithfulness of God. Let pressure push you 
into the secret place. Let fear push you into the promises. Let loneliness push you into 
fellowship with Christ. If trouble drives you away from God, the enemy has gained ground. If 
trouble drives you closer to God, the enemy has been made to serve your sanctification. 
That is one of God’s great humiliations of the devil. The thing he uses to break a believer 
can become the thing God uses to deepen him. 

5. Hiding in God Is Not Hiding From Duty 

There is a false kind of hiding that is just cowardice with religious language. Nehemiah 
refused that kind of hiding when his enemies tried to get him into the temple to save his life. 
David’s hiding is different. He is not fleeing from duty. He is fleeing unto God for protection, 
wisdom, and deliverance. That distinction matters. Some people use prayer as an excuse 
to avoid obedience. They say they are hiding in God when they are really hiding from 
responsibility. They say they are waiting on the Lord when they are really delaying what the 
Lord already told them to do. That is not Psalm 143:9. That is Jonah in a prayer shawl. 

True hiding in God strengthens obedience. It does not cancel it. When David flees unto the 
Lord, he is not resigning from faithfulness. He is seeking the strength to remain faithful. The 
hiding place renews the servant so he can keep walking. The refuge protects the heart so 
the hands can continue the work. The secret place is not a monastery of escape from all 
duty. It is the place where God meets the man and sends him back with courage, wisdom, 
and steadiness. “He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under 
the shadow of the Almighty” (Psalm 91:1). The man comes under the shadow, not to 
become useless, but to be kept. 



This must be rightly divided in the life of a believer. If God tells you to flee sin, do not hide in 
prayer while staying near the temptation. Run. If God tells you to stand on the wall, do not 
hide in the temple and call it spiritual. Stand. If enemies press you, flee unto God, but do 
not use that as an excuse to abandon what He gave you. The Lord as hiding place is not an 
escape from obedience. He is the source of obedience. David’s words do not produce 
passivity. They produce dependence. The man who truly hides in God comes out less 
controlled by fear, not more controlled by it. 

6. Nearness Is Safer Than Distance 

The safest place is not merely far from the enemy. It is near to the Lord. That is a truth many 
never learn. They think safety is geographical, circumstantial, financial, political, relational, 
or emotional. They think if they can just get away from the person, the pressure, the place, 
the conflict, the noise, or the threat, they will be safe. Sometimes distance is necessary. 
The Bible does command physical flight in certain situations. But distance from trouble 
without nearness to God can leave a man exposed in a different way. A man can leave 
Sodom but still look back. A man can leave a bad church and become bitter. A man can 
leave a dangerous situation and run into sin. A man can get away from enemies and still 
carry fear inside him. 

David’s safety is relational before it is circumstantial. “I flee unto thee.” That means he 
understands the greatest need of the soul is nearness to God. “Draw nigh to God, and he 
will draw nigh to you” (James 4:8). Nearness does what mere distance cannot do. Nearness 
steadies the mind. Nearness cleanses motives. Nearness restores perspective. Nearness 
reminds the believer who God is and who the enemy is not. Nearness takes the throne back 
from fear. A man near the Lord may still have problems, but his problems do not get to 
become God. 

This is why a believer must not settle for mere relief. Relief can become an idol. A man may 
want the pain to stop more than he wants to know God. He may want the enemy removed 
more than he wants his own heart corrected. He may want the storm calmed more than he 
wants Christ magnified. That is shallow religion. David shows something better. The enemy 
is real, but God is the refuge. Trouble is real, but God is the hiding place. Danger is real, but 
nearness is safety. Do not merely ask, “How can I get away from this?” Ask, “How can this 
drive me nearer to the Lord?” 

7. Christ Is the Final Refuge 

Every Old Testament picture of refuge finds its fullness in the Lord Jesus Christ. David flees 
unto the Lord to hide him, and the believer flees to Christ as the appointed refuge of the 
soul. The cities of refuge pictured this truth legally. The Psalms sing it devotionally. The 



gospel declares it fully. “In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the 
forgiveness of sins” (Colossians 1:14). Christ is not merely a helper on the road. He is the 
refuge at the end of the road, the door into safety, the blood on the mercy seat, the fortress 
of salvation, and the hiding place from judgment. 

The sinner needs this refuge first. A lost man may want God to protect him from enemies, 
sickness, trouble, poverty, anxiety, and death, but his greatest enemy is sin and his greatest 
danger is judgment. He does not first need improved circumstances. He needs 
redemption. He needs the blood. He needs the new birth. He needs to be placed in Christ. 
“There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1). 
That is the true hiding place. Not merely hidden from men. Hidden from condemnation in 
the righteousness of Christ. The man in Christ is safer than Adam was in Eden before the 
fall, because his standing rests not in his own innocence but in the finished work of the Son 
of God. 

The believer also needs to keep fleeing to Christ in daily dependence. Not for salvation over 
and over, as though eternal life expires, but for fellowship, cleansing, strength, wisdom, 
comfort, and help. The Christian life is not lived by fleeing to Christ once and then living by 
the flesh afterward. The saved man learns to say daily, “I flee unto thee to hide me.” When 
accused, flee to Christ. When tempted, flee to Christ. When weary, flee to Christ. When 
misunderstood, flee to Christ. When chastened, flee to Christ. When afraid, flee to Christ. 
When enemies rise, flee to Christ. The refuge that saved the soul is also the hiding place 
that sustains the walk. 

Conclusion 

“I flee unto thee to hide me” is the right kind of flight. It is not panic. It is faith. It is not 
rebellion. It is dependence. It is not escapism. It is fellowship. David does not merely want 
to get away from his enemies. He wants to get near his God. That is the spiritual point that 
must not be missed. Many people want escape, but they do not want surrender. They want 
relief, but they do not want prayer. They want protection, but they do not want fellowship. 
David shows the better way. He names the danger, cries for deliverance, and runs into the 
Lord Himself as the hiding place. 

The Lord is not a temporary shelter made out of weak material. He is refuge, fortress, 
shield, high tower, buckler, deliverer, and strength. He can hide a man in a cave or keep him 
in a palace. He can preserve him in a lion’s den or deliver him from entering one. He can 
protect him by removing the enemy or by strengthening him while the enemy remains. The 
form of deliverance belongs to God. The direction of flight belongs to faith. The believer’s 



duty is to run to the right place. Not to bitterness. Not to panic. Not to sin. Not to self pity. 
Not to revenge. Not to distraction. Not to religious performance. Run to the Lord. 

So when enemies rise, when pressure comes, when fear begins talking, when the soul feels 
hunted, and when the heart wants to scatter in a dozen directions, remember David’s 
words: “I flee unto thee to hide me.” That is not weakness. That is wisdom. That is not 
defeat. That is the instinct of faith. The safest place is not merely distance from the enemy, 
but nearness to the Lord. A man hidden in God may still be seen by his enemies, but he is 
kept by One greater than them all. Let the world run to its broken shelters. Let the flesh run 
to its distractions. Let the rebel run to Tarshish. The believer knows where to go. “I flee unto 
thee.” 

 

 

14 of 20: The Doctrine of Fleeing: Flee From Coming Wrath 

There is a kind of fleeing in the Bible that is not about escaping a sword, a city, a personal 
enemy, a bad situation, or temporary trouble. It is fleeing from wrath. Not irritation. Not 
discomfort. Not persecution. Not social pressure. Wrath. John the Baptist stands in the 
wilderness with camel’s hair on his back, a leather girdle about his loins, the smell of 
locusts and wild honey on him, and fire in his mouth, and when the religious crowd shows 
up, he does not flatter them. He does not thank them for attending. He does not soften the 
message because influential men are present. He does not ask the Pharisees and 
Sadducees to share a few words from their respected traditions. He looks at them and 
says, “O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?” 
(Matthew 3:7). Luke records the same warning: “O generation of vipers, who hath warned 
you to flee from the wrath to come?” (Luke 3:7). That is not seeker sensitive preaching. That 
is Bible preaching with the bark still on it. 

The doctrine of fleeing reaches a solemn height here because the danger is no longer 
merely behind a man in history. It is ahead of him in judgment. “The wrath to come” means 
the issue is future, certain, holy, and unavoidable unless God provides mercy and a man 
responds rightly. John is not talking about a bad mood in heaven. He is talking about divine 
judgment against sin. The same Bible that says God is love also says God is angry with the 
wicked every day. The same God who sends mercy also warns of fire. The same Christ who 
saves sinners will judge the world in righteousness. Modern religion has tried to file the 
teeth off the word “wrath,” but the Holy Ghost left it in the Book. A man who cannot handle 
wrath cannot understand grace. Grace is only amazing when wrath is real. Salvation only 
matters if judgment is coming. A refuge only matters if danger is at the door. 



This essay must press the point John pressed. The Pharisees and Sadducees came 
outwardly, but John was not impressed by religious arrival. They came to his baptism, but 
he questioned whether they had truly turned. They were not drunkards stumbling out of a 
tavern. They were religious leaders. They had reputation, knowledge, influence, ceremony, 
tradition, public honor, and outward morality. Yet John called them vipers. Why? Because 
religion without repentance cannot protect a man from wrath. A snake can crawl into the 
baptism line and still be a snake. A Pharisee can stand near water and still be full of poison. 
A Sadducee can come to the wilderness and still deny the power of God. John’s question 
still stands over every church member, priest, preacher, professor, moralist, traditionalist, 
reformer, and respectable sinner: who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come, and 
have you truly fled to the refuge God appointed? 

1. John Preached Wrath Before Comfort 

John the Baptist did not begin by comforting religious pride. He began by warning it. That 
alone puts him at odds with much of modern preaching. Today men are trained to begin 
with affirmation, soften every edge, avoid alarming language, and make sinners feel 
understood before they are ever confronted. John did not do that. He preached repentance 
because the kingdom of heaven was at hand. He warned of wrath because wrath was real. 
He pointed men to the coming One because no amount of wilderness religion could save 
them apart from the Lamb of God. John’s ministry was not built around making men 
comfortable. It was built around making them ready. 

That does not mean John was cruel. Warning is not cruelty when danger is real. If a house is 
burning and a man inside is asleep, the cruel person is not the one who shouts. The cruel 
person is the one who whispers soothing things while the smoke thickens. John shouted 
because the danger was eternal. “Who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?” is 
a mercy question. It sounds hard because the issue is hard. Sin is not a rash on the skin. It 
is rebellion against a holy God. Judgment is not a religious metaphor. It is the appointed 
end of the unrepentant. Hell is not a preacher’s invention. It is Bible truth. A man who will 
not warn of wrath does not love sinners. He loves his own reputation. 

The order matters. Men want comfort without conviction, assurance without repentance, 
salvation without wrath, and heaven without hell. John gives none of that. Before the 
comfort of Christ is rightly received, the sinner must understand why he needs Christ. 
Before the refuge is valued, the avenger must be understood. Before grace is treasured, 
guilt must be admitted. Before the Lamb is seen rightly, sin must be seen honestly. John’s 
preaching clears the road by setting fire to false safety. A sinner must know he is not merely 
unhappy, wounded, confused, or incomplete. He is exposed to the wrath to come unless 
he flees where God told him to flee. 



2. Religious Men Can Be Vipers 

John’s sharpest words were not aimed first at open pagans, but at religious leaders. “But 
when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said unto 
them, O generation of vipers” (Matthew 3:7). That ought to trouble anyone who thinks 
religion automatically equals safety. The Pharisees were strict. The Sadducees were 
influential. Both groups had standing in Israel. They were not ignorant of religious language. 
They knew ceremonies, arguments, traditions, and public appearances. Yet John calls 
them vipers because false religion can carry poison while wearing a religious coat. A man 
can have a Bible in his hand and venom under his tongue. 

A viper is dangerous because it is alive, subtle, and poisonous. John did not call them 
broken seekers. He called them vipers. That is not because every religious person is 
beyond mercy, but because false religion is one of the devil’s deadliest hiding places. Open 
wickedness kills its thousands, but respectable religion kills its tens of thousands. A 
drunkard may know he is a mess. A harlot may know she is ruined. A thief may know he is 
guilty. But a Pharisee can mistake his religious performance for righteousness and never 
see his need. That is deadly. The publican who smote his breast and cried, “God be 
merciful to me a sinner” went down justified rather than the Pharisee who thanked God he 
was not as other men. 

This must be said plainly. Religion without Christ is not refuge. It is camouflage. Religion 
without the new birth is not life. It is a decorated coffin. Religion without repentance is not 
safety. It is a viper nest. A man can wear a collar, carry a title, quote a creed, keep a fast, 
light a candle, teach a class, sing in a choir, post verses online, attend church for fifty years, 
and still be under wrath if he has never fled to Christ by faith. John did not bow before 
religious reputation. He exposed it. That kind of preaching is needed in every generation 
because every generation produces vipers who want to look safe while refusing the remedy. 

3. Outward Coming Is Not True Fleeing 

The Pharisees and Sadducees came to John’s baptism, but John questioned the reality 
behind their coming. That is important. Outward movement toward a religious setting is not 
automatically the same as inward fleeing from wrath. A man can come to church and never 
come to Christ. He can come to baptism and never come to repentance. He can come to a 
sermon and never come under conviction. He can come to the altar and never come to the 
cross. The body may move while the heart remains nailed to pride. John sees them coming 
outwardly and asks, “Who hath warned you?” He is pressing the source and reality of their 
movement. 



This is one of the great dangers of religious crowds. People can imitate motion. They can 
follow the stream. They can show up where others are showing up. They can participate 
because it is expected, fashionable, emotional, or advantageous. But God is not fooled by 
motion. The Lord sees whether the heart has turned. In John’s day, the wilderness was 
drawing attention. Multitudes were being baptized. The movement was public. The religious 
leaders came too, but John did not assume their presence meant repentance. He 
challenged them. He demanded fruit. He refused to let outward association pass for 
inward conversion. 

The same issue remains. Many people confuse exposure to truth with submission to truth. 
They think because they have heard preaching, they have obeyed it. They think because 
they know Bible words, they possess Bible life. They think because they are near Christians, 
they are in Christ. They think because they were baptized, confirmed, catechized, 
churched, or emotionally stirred, they have fled wrath. But a man standing near the city of 
refuge is still outside until he enters. A man standing near the ark is still drowned when the 
flood comes if he is not inside. A man standing near John’s baptism is still a viper if his 
heart remains unrepentant. Outward coming is not enough. The soul must truly flee to 
God’s appointed refuge. 

4. Bring Forth Fruits Meet for Repentance 

John does not merely ask who warned them. He commands, “Bring forth therefore fruits 
meet for repentance” (Matthew 3:8). That statement must be handled carefully and 
honestly. John is not preaching works salvation. He is not saying fruit earns forgiveness. He 
is saying real repentance is not barren. If a man claims to have turned, there should be 
evidence that he is not walking the same direction. Fruit does not create the root, but fruit 
reveals the root. A dead tree can be painted green, but it will not produce living fruit. 
Religious men can perform ceremonies, but if there is no real turning, the performance is 
empty. 

Repentance in John’s preaching is not a light word. It is not a casual apology, a sentimental 
tear, or a temporary religious mood. It is a change of mind that produces a changed 
direction. Israel needed to prepare for the coming King. The crooked places had to be made 
straight. Men could not keep their sins, keep their pride, keep their religious self-
righteousness, and claim they were ready for Messiah. John’s baptism was connected with 
confession of sins. The man who wanted to keep his reputation polished while hiding the 
poison of his heart was not ready. John demanded fruits meet for repentance because he 
knew religious words are cheap. 



This exposes both legalism and easy-believism when they are mishandled. Legalism says 
fruit saves. That is false. Dead sinners are saved by grace through faith, not by works. But 
carnal cheap religion says a man can claim repentance while remaining perfectly content 
in his rebellion. That is also false. Bible repentance is not a work that purchases salvation, 
but it is a real turning of the heart toward God. If a man says he has fled the wrath to come 
but still hugs the viper nest, still loves the poison, still trusts his religion, still justifies his 
sin, and still refuses the Christ God sent, John’s answer is not soft. Bring forth fruits meet 
for repentance. 

5. False Confidence Cannot Save 

John knew what the Pharisees and Sadducees would hide behind, so he struck it before 
they could speak. “And think not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father” 
(Matthew 3:9). There is false confidence. They trusted heritage. They trusted national 
privilege. They trusted covenant connection. They trusted religious identity. John says do 
not even start that speech. God is able of stones to raise up children unto Abraham. That is 
a brutal blow to inherited religion. Being related to Abraham according to the flesh would 
not protect a viper from wrath if his heart was wrong before God. 

Men still trust spiritual ancestry. “My family has always been Christian.” “I was raised in 
church.” “My grandfather was a preacher.” “I was baptized as a baby.” “I went to Catholic 
school.” “I am part of the true church.” “I come from a Bible believing family.” “I know 
doctrine.” “I support ministry.” “I have always believed in God.” John would say, “Think not 
to say within yourselves.” Family heritage cannot flee for you. Parents cannot repent for 
you. A denomination cannot hide you. A sacrament cannot replace the blood. A religious 
label cannot stand between your soul and wrath. God has no grandchildren in salvation. A 
man must be born again. 

This is why false confidence is so deadly. It gives a man a hiding place God never 
appointed. He feels safe because he is associated with something religious. But wrath is 
not turned away by association. Wrath is turned away by the blood of Christ received by 
faith. “He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life” (John 3:36). But the same verse 
says, “he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.” 
That is plain. Not might abide. Abideth. The religious unbeliever is not neutral. He is under 
wrath while wearing religion. John tears down false confidence so men will stop hiding 
behind Abraham and flee to God’s mercy. 

6. The Axe Is Laid Unto the Root 

John’s warning intensifies: “And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees” (Matthew 
3:10). That is judgment language. The axe is not leaning in a shed somewhere. It is laid unto 



the root. The issue is not pruning a few bad branches. The root is under judgment. 
“Therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the 
fire” (Matthew 3:10). John is not playing religious games. He is warning that barren religion 
is headed for fire. That is the part modern preaching often removes because it offends 
respectable sinners. John did not remove it. The Holy Ghost wrote it down. 

The root matters because God deals with what a man is, not merely what he displays. 
Pharisees were experts at branch management. They could polish outward conduct. They 
could lengthen prayers, enlarge borders of garments, tithe mint and anise and cummin, 
and appear righteous unto men. But John says the axe is at the root. God is not fooled by 
religious leaves. He wants life. A tree may have history, location, appearance, and 
reputation, but if it is fruitless before God, judgment is coming. This connects directly to 
false religion. Systems that produce pride, bondage, self-righteousness, unbelief, tradition, 
priestcraft, and rejection of Christ are not slightly defective trees needing decoration. They 
are trees under the axe. 

The fire must also be preached. John says the fruitless tree is cast into the fire. A man who 
preaches John without fire is not preaching John. A man who preaches Jesus without 
judgment is not preaching Jesus. The Lord Jesus preached hell more clearly than many 
modern preachers dare to mention it. Fire is not a medieval invention. It is Bible. If wrath is 
coming, fire is part of the warning. The preacher’s job is not to make sinners comfortable 
with the axe nearby. The preacher’s job is to warn them to flee. If a man thinks fire language 
is too strong, he has a quarrel with John the Baptist, the Lord Jesus Christ, and the Holy 
Ghost. 

7. Christ Is the Only Refuge From Wrath 

John warns of wrath, but he also points to Christ. “He that cometh after me is mightier than 
I” (Matthew 3:11). John does not make himself the refuge. He is the voice crying in the 
wilderness. He is the forerunner. He is not the Saviour. He says, “Behold the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). That is the answer to wrath. Not 
Pharisee religion. Not Sadducee skepticism. Not Abrahamic pedigree. Not baptism by 
itself. Not outward reform. The Lamb. Wrath is answered by blood. Judgment is answered 
by sacrifice. Sin is answered by the death, burial, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

This is where every warning must land. If you preach wrath without Christ, you leave men in 
terror. If you preach Christ without wrath, you leave men without understanding why they 
need Him. John gives both. He warns of wrath to come and points to the coming One. 
Christ is the only refuge from divine wrath because Christ bore wrath for sinners. “Much 
more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him” 



(Romans 5:9). That is the refuge. Saved from wrath through Him. Not through a church 
system. Not through a priest. Not through personal merit. Through Him. The blood justifies, 
and the justified man is saved from wrath. 

The sinner must therefore flee to Christ. He must not merely flee from fear. He must flee to 
the Saviour. The manslayer had to enter the city. Noah had to enter the ark. The Israelite 
had to be behind the blood on the doorpost. The sinner must be in Christ. “There is 
therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1). That is 
the safe place. Outside Christ, wrath abides. In Christ, no condemnation remains. The 
issue is not whether a man is religious, sincere, emotional, traditional, moral, or impressed 
by John’s preaching. The issue is whether he has fled to the Lamb. 

Conclusion 

“Who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?” is one of the most necessary 
questions in the Bible. It strips away the soft lies men tell themselves about sin, religion, 
and judgment. Wrath is coming. That is not a Baptist exaggeration, a wilderness preacher’s 
temper, or an outdated theological scare tactic. It is Bible truth. God is holy. Sin is real. 
Judgment is appointed. Fire is coming. The axe is laid unto the root. A man who refuses the 
refuge will face the wrath. John’s preaching sounds severe because eternity is severe. It is 
not hatred to warn a man before judgment. It is hatred to keep him comfortable while the 
axe is already at the root. 

John also shows that religious appearance cannot protect a man from wrath. The Pharisees 
and Sadducees came outwardly, but John saw the danger of barren religion. He called 
them vipers, challenged their confidence, demanded fruits meet for repentance, rejected 
their appeal to Abrahamic heritage, and pointed beyond himself to the mightier One who 
was coming. That is the pattern of faithful preaching. Expose false refuge. Warn of 
judgment. Demand reality. Point to Christ. The preacher who refuses to do that may be 
popular, but he is not faithful. A man can drown in religious respectability as surely as he 
can drown in open wickedness. 

So flee from the wrath to come. Not to Rome. Not to ritual. Not to heritage. Not to 
baptismal water. Not to works. Not to emotional religion. Not to self-reform. Not to a 
preacher. Not to a denomination. Flee to Christ. The Lamb of God has shed the blood. The 
Son of God has risen from the dead. The refuge is open. The gospel is plain. The sinner who 
believes on the Son has everlasting life. The sinner who believes not the Son shall not see 
life, but the wrath of God abideth on him. That is the line. That is the warning. That is the 
mercy. If wrath is coming, then the only sane thing to do is flee to the One who saves from 
wrath. 



15 of 20: The Doctrine of Fleeing: Flee From Prophetic Judgment 

There is a kind of fleeing in the Bible that is tied directly to prophecy, Israel, Jerusalem, 
Judea, desolation, tribulation, mountains, and the coming of the Lord. This is not general 
life advice. This is not a motivational slogan about leaving toxic situations. This is not the 
church fleeing from ordinary trouble. This is prophetic instruction connected to a specific 
people, in a specific land, under specific end-time conditions. The Lord Jesus Christ said, 
“Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains” (Matthew 24:16). Mark records 
it this way: “But when ye shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the 
prophet, standing where it ought not... then let them that be in Judaea flee to the 
mountains” (Mark 13:14). Luke says, “Then let them which are in Judaea flee to the 
mountains” (Luke 21:21). That is not vague language. That is geography. That is prophecy. 
That is Judea. That is mountains. That is a real warning for a real time. 

This essay matters because prophecy must be rightly divided. A careless man grabs any 
verse with emotion in it and throws it at the church like a wet blanket. He sees “flee” and 
immediately makes it about his personal anxiety, his church problem, his political fear, or 
his spiritualized interpretation of current events. But the Bible does not need that kind of 
handling. The Lord gave instructions for those in Judea when they see the prophetic sign 
connected to Daniel. That is not the same as Paul telling the church to flee fornication or 
flee idolatry. It is not the same as the manslayer fleeing to a city of refuge. It is not the same 
as David fleeing unto the Lord to hide him. It is prophetic flight under prophetic judgment. 
The words belong to the setting in which God placed them. If a man cannot keep Israel, the 
church, the tribulation, and the second coming in their proper places, he will make a mess 
of prophecy and then call the mess deep. 

The doctrine here is very strong: God gives specific instructions for specific times, and 
those who believe His words will move when He says move. In the days of Noah, the 
instruction was enter the ark. In the days of Lot, the instruction was escape for thy life and 
look not behind thee. In the days of the manslayer, the instruction was flee to the 
appointed city. In the days described by the Lord in Matthew 24 and Mark 13, the 
instruction for those in Judea is flee into the mountains when the abomination of 
desolation appears. The issue is not courage in the abstract. The issue is obedience to 
revealed instruction. When God attaches flight to a prophetic sign, faith does not stand 
around debating whether the sign is serious. Faith moves. The same Bible that says stand 
also says flee, and in prophetic judgment, moving at the right time can be the difference 
between preservation and destruction. 

1. Prophetic Fleeing Must Be Rightly Divided 



The first duty is to rightly divide the passage. “Study to shew thyself approved unto God... 
rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). That is not a suggestion for scholars. 
That is a command for Bible believers. Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21 deal with real 
prophetic matters involving Israel, Jerusalem, Judea, the temple, desolation, persecution, 
false Christs, tribulation, cosmic signs, and the coming of the Son of man. When the Lord 
says, “Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains” (Matthew 24:16), He is not 
giving the church a general devotional metaphor. He is speaking about people in a 
particular land when a particular prophetic condition appears. 

The church age believer can learn from the passage, but he must not steal the passage out 
of its setting. There is a difference between interpretation and application. Interpretation 
asks, “What did God say, to whom did He say it, and in what setting?” Application asks, 
“What spiritual lessons can we learn from it?” The trouble starts when men replace 
interpretation with application and then call their imagination doctrine. “Them which be in 
Judaea” does not mean a Christian in Ohio, Florida, Nigeria, or the Philippines. Judea 
means Judea. Mountains mean mountains. The abomination of desolation spoken of by 
Daniel means the prophetic sign connected to Daniel, not whatever headline a preacher 
wants to sensationalize for clicks. 

This is why the pre-tribulation rapture and the distinction between Israel and the church 
matter. If you blur Israel and the church, you will end up applying tribulation instructions to 
the body of Christ and robbing the believer of the blessed hope. Paul’s gospel and the 
revelation given to the church set our hope on being caught up to meet the Lord in the air 
before the day of wrath falls. The Olivet discourse deals heavily with Israel’s prophetic 
future and conditions surrounding the end. That does not make it unimportant to us. It 
makes it important enough to handle accurately. A man who loves the Bible does not make 
every verse about himself. He lets God speak to whom God is speaking. 

2. The Abomination of Desolation Is the Signal 

Mark gives the signal plainly: “But when ye shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken 
of by Daniel the prophet, standing where it ought not... then let them that be in Judaea flee 
to the mountains” (Mark 13:14). Matthew says, “When ye therefore shall see the 
abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place” 
(Matthew 24:15). The command to flee is attached to a sign. It is not random panic. It is not 
running because the world is generally wicked. It is not fleeing because persecution exists. 
It is fleeing when a specific prophetic abomination appears in the holy place, tied to 
Daniel’s prophecy. 



That means Daniel must be considered. The Lord Himself tells the reader to understand. 
“Whoso readeth, let him understand” (Matthew 24:15). That little parenthetical statement 
is a rebuke to lazy prophecy handling. The Lord expects readers to connect Scripture with 
Scripture. Daniel speaks of abominations, desolation, the sanctuary, sacrifice, and end-
time trouble. The Lord points His hearers back to Daniel and ties that prophetic marker to a 
coming moment when those in Judea must flee. This is the Holy Ghost teaching by 
comparison, not by private interpretation. You do not need a mystical dream, a newspaper 
panic attack, or some modern prophetess with a livestream. You need Bible connected to 
Bible. 

The abomination of desolation is not a mere symbol for “bad things happening.” It is a 
prophetic event that marks a terrible stage of end-time judgment. The Lord says that when 
it appears, those in Judea must not act slowly. The sign demands movement. That teaches 
us something about prophecy. God does not reveal prophetic truth to satisfy curiosity. He 
reveals it to warn, instruct, and prepare those to whom the instruction belongs. Prophecy is 
not entertainment. It is not a playground for date-setters. It is not a business model for fear 
merchants. It is the word of God revealing the future with enough clarity that those alive in 
that setting will know when to flee. 

3. Judea Means Judea 

The Lord says, “Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains” (Matthew 24:16). 
That phrase should be allowed to mean exactly what it says. Judea is not a mood. Judea is 
not the church. Judea is not your neighborhood. Judea is a real location connected to 
Israel’s land and prophetic future. The passage is local, geographical, Jewish, and 
connected to events around Jerusalem and the temple. Men get into trouble because they 
are allergic to plain words. They read “Judea” and want it to mean anything but Judea 
because their system cannot handle Israel having a future in prophecy. 

This is why replacement theology wrecks prophecy. If the church has swallowed Israel, 
then Matthew 24 becomes a cloudy mess. Judea becomes symbolic. Jerusalem becomes 
symbolic. The temple becomes symbolic. The abomination becomes symbolic. The 
mountains become symbolic. The second coming becomes symbolic. Before long, the 
plain words of Christ are buried under theological fog. But if you let the Bible stand, the 
passage reads clearly. There will be a time of prophetic crisis affecting Judea. Those in that 
region must flee. God has not forgotten Israel. The same God who made promises to 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, David, and the prophets knows how to finish what He started. 

This does not mean there is no spiritual application for the church. There is. The application 
is that God’s people must believe God’s warnings and move according to His word. But the 



interpretation remains Judea. A church age believer can learn from Israel’s prophetic 
instructions without pretending he is the one in Judea seeing the abomination of 
desolation. This is how rightly dividing protects doctrine. It preserves Israel’s prophetic 
future. It preserves the church’s blessed hope. It preserves the plain meaning of the 
passage. It preserves the authority of Scripture over theological systems that want to make 
every promise and warning pass through their own denominational filter. 

4. The Mountains Become the Appointed Escape 

The Lord tells them to flee into the mountains. That is not accidental. Mountains in 
Scripture often become places of refuge, revelation, testing, judgment, and divine 
encounter. In this prophetic setting, the mountains are the appointed place of escape. The 
instruction is not, “Stay in the city and negotiate.” It is not, “Gather political influence.” It is 
not, “Trust the religious leaders.” It is not, “Hide in the temple.” It is, “Flee into the 
mountains.” When prophetic judgment reaches that point, Jerusalem is not the place to 
linger. Judea is not the place to calculate. The mountains are where the obedient must go. 

This shows again that faith obeys the specific instruction God gives. Lot was not told to 
build a shelter in Sodom. He was told to escape. Joseph was not told to confront Herod. He 
was told to flee into Egypt. The manslayer was not told to invent a hiding place. He was told 
to flee to the city of refuge. Those in Judea are not told to stand in religious pride and prove 
bravery against the abomination. They are told to flee to the mountains. In every case, 
obedience is tied to God’s revealed direction. God does not merely warn. He tells men 
what to do with the warning. 

The mountains also expose the danger of sentimentality toward religious places. Jerusalem 
is beloved. It is the city of the great King. It has massive prophetic importance. But in the 
hour the Lord describes, those in Judea are told to flee. That means no place is safe just 
because it has religious history if God has said judgment is moving through it. A temple 
setting can become dangerous when an abomination stands where it ought not. A holy 
place can become the scene of desolation when rebellion reaches its climax. The safe 
place is not where human sentiment points. It is where God’s instruction points. 

5. Do Not Linger When God Says Flee 

The urgency of the Lord’s instruction is unmistakable. Matthew 24 says, “Let him which is 
on the housetop not come down to take any thing out of his house” (Matthew 24:17). It 
says, “Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his clothes” (Matthew 24:18). 
That is urgency. Do not go back for possessions. Do not slow down for belongings. Do not 
let attachment to things cost you obedience. When the sign appears, move. This is the 



same lesson found in Lot’s wife, only now in a prophetic tribulation setting. Lingering can 
be deadly. 

This is one of the clearest rebukes to attachment in the Bible. Men often perish because 
they have too much they want to retrieve. A coat, a chest, a bag of money, a sentimental 
object, a business record, a religious token, a family possession, a little piece of the life 
they are leaving behind. The Lord says not to return. That tells you how serious the danger 
will be. In a normal situation, a man may prepare. In this situation, the time for preparation 
is past. The prophetic sign appears, and the command is immediate flight. Believing the 
words of Christ will matter more than preserving property. 

There is an application here for us even though the doctrinal setting is prophetic and 
Jewish. When God tells a man to flee sin, he must not go back for keepsakes. When God 
tells a believer to leave corruption, he must not keep souvenirs. When God tells a person to 
separate from a doomed system, he must not spend his life looking over his shoulder. The 
specific instruction in Matthew 24 belongs to those in Judea under prophetic conditions, 
but the principle is consistent throughout Scripture: when God says move, do not let your 
possessions, memories, comforts, or sentimentality slow your obedience. 

6. Luke Shows Jerusalem Under Judgment 

Luke’s account gives another angle. “And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with 
armies, then know that the desolation thereof is nigh” (Luke 21:20). Then comes the 
instruction: “Then let them which are in Judaea flee to the mountains” (Luke 21:21). Luke 
emphasizes Jerusalem compassed with armies and the days of vengeance. This has 
historical implications connected to Jerusalem’s destruction, but it also fits the larger 
prophetic pattern of Jerusalem under judgment, distress in the land, and divine dealings 
with Israel. The Bible often has near and far horizons in prophecy, and a man must handle 
both carefully without flattening everything into one event or stealing the future fulfillment. 

Jerusalem is the center of God’s prophetic dealings on earth. Men may talk about New 
York, Rome, London, Moscow, Beijing, Washington, and every other power center, but God 
keeps bringing the Bible reader back to Jerusalem. That city is loved, judged, fought over, 
trampled, restored, surrounded, and finally delivered. The Lord wept over Jerusalem. The 
prophets thundered against Jerusalem’s sins. The nations will gather around Jerusalem. 
The Lord’s feet will stand upon the mount of Olives. If a man wants to understand prophecy, 
he had better stop letting the Gentile news cycle dictate his Bible and start letting the Bible 
tell him where God’s eyes are. 

Luke’s warning also shows that judgment can come upon a place with tremendous 
religious privilege. Jerusalem had the temple, the Scriptures, the prophets, the covenants, 



the history, and the promises, yet judgment came because privilege does not erase 
accountability. That is a warning to every religious people. More light means more 
responsibility. A Bible on the table and a steeple on the corner do not protect a people who 
reject God’s words. A nation, church, family, or individual can possess great privileges and 
still face severe chastening if those privileges are despised. Jerusalem proves that sacred 
history cannot be used as a shield against present disobedience. 

7. Zechariah Looks to the Coming of the Lord 

Zechariah 14:5 says, “And ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains... and the LORD my 
God shall come, and all the saints with thee.” This is a tremendous prophetic verse 
because fleeing is connected with the coming of the Lord. The passage speaks of a future 
moment when the Lord Himself intervenes. The mount of Olives is involved. The valley is 
involved. Flight is involved. The Lord’s coming is involved. This is not vague spirituality. This 
is geographical, prophetic, and tied to the climactic intervention of God in history. The 
same Lord who ascended from the mount of Olives will return, and His coming will not be 
an invisible religious metaphor. 

This should strengthen a premillennial reading of prophecy. The Bible is not embarrassed 
by geography. God made the earth. God chose a land. God chose a city. God gave 
promises. God named mountains. God promised a kingdom. God revealed a coming King. 
The modern theological tendency to spiritualize all of this into mist is not reverence. It is 
unbelief with seminary vocabulary. Zechariah does not read like a symbol of personal 
growth. It reads like the Lord coming in power in connection with real places and real 
deliverance. “The LORD my God shall come, and all the saints with thee” is not a line to be 
buried under allegory. It is prophecy to be believed. 

The flight in Zechariah also shows that even in end-time upheaval, God knows how to 
preserve a remnant. Judgment may be severe. Nations may gather. Jerusalem may be in 
crisis. The earth itself may shake. But the Lord knows His own, and His coming settles what 
man cannot settle. The doctrine of fleeing reaches forward to that final intervention when 
human strength fails, prophetic warnings reach their climax, and the Lord Himself comes. 
Those who believed His word will not be ashamed for having moved when He said move. 
The mockers may laugh now, but prophecy has never asked permission from unbelief 
before fulfilling itself. 

Conclusion 

“Flee from prophetic judgment” teaches that not every command to flee is general, 
devotional, or church-age instruction. Some fleeing in Scripture belongs to Israel’s 
prophetic future, to Judea, Jerusalem, the abomination of desolation, desolation, armies, 



mountains, and the coming of the Lord. Matthew 24, Mark 13, Luke 21, and Zechariah 14 
must be handled with care. God said what He meant. Judea means Judea. Mountains 
mean mountains. Daniel matters. Jerusalem matters. The prophetic setting matters. The 
Bible believer honors God by rightly dividing the word, not by turning every prophetic 
passage into a vague motivational thought. 

The practical lesson remains strong. God gives specific instructions for specific times. 
When God told Noah to enter the ark, faith entered. When God told Lot to escape, faith left 
Sodom. When God told Joseph to flee into Egypt, faith moved by night. When God tells 
those in Judea to flee into the mountains after the prophetic sign appears, faith will not 
linger for possessions. Faith believes the warning and obeys the instruction. The unbeliever 
mocks until judgment makes him a believer too late. The sentimental man lingers until the 
door closes. The obedient man moves when God speaks. 

So let the passage stand in its prophetic force. The church is not appointed to wrath. The 
body of Christ looks for the blessed hope, not the abomination of desolation. Israel still has 
prophetic dealings ahead. Jerusalem still has storms to pass through. Judea still has 
instructions written in the words of Christ. The mountains will matter when the hour 
comes. The Lord will come, and all the saints with Him. Until then, the lesson is clear: 
believe God’s words in their proper place, fear God more than man, and never be so proud, 
sentimental, or system-bound that you refuse to flee when the Lord Himself says, “flee.” 

 

 

16 of 20: The Doctrine of Fleeing: Flee Out of Babylon 

There is a kind of fleeing in the Bible that is not merely personal, private, emotional, or 
local. It is separation from a system. That is what happens when God says, “Go ye forth of 
Babylon, flee ye from the Chaldeans” (Isaiah 48:20). Again He says, “Flee out of the midst 
of Babylon, and deliver every man his soul” (Jeremiah 51:6). Again the cry comes, “Ho, ho, 
come forth, and flee from the land of the north, saith the LORD” (Zechariah 2:6). That is not 
just a travel advisory. That is a divine command to separate from a doomed power. Babylon 
in the Bible is more than a city on a map. It is historical, political, religious, commercial, 
prophetic, and spiritual. It begins early in Scripture with Babel, rises as a kingdom of 
splendor and idolatry, becomes a hammer of judgment against nations, collapses under 
the hand of God, and then appears again in prophecy as a final religious and commercial 
system marked for destruction. When God says flee out of Babylon, He is not merely telling 
people to change addresses. He is telling them to get out from under the spirit, worship, 
economy, pride, idolatry, and judgment of a system He has already condemned. 



Babylon is one of the great threads running through the Bible. Babel begins with man 
gathering in rebellion, building upward, making a name, and resisting God’s command to 
fill the earth. Babylon grows into a kingdom of gold, glory, sorcery, idols, pride, conquest, 
and blasphemy. Nebuchadnezzar’s Babylon could build, conquer, govern, educate, 
decorate, and dazzle, but it still had a furnace ready for men who would not bow. That is 
Babylon. It can be beautiful, brilliant, wealthy, organized, cultured, and religious, while still 
being a beast that demands worship. It can speak the language of civilization while 
operating under the spirit of rebellion. It can offer opportunity and comfort while poisoning 
the soul. Babylon is not always ugly. Sometimes Babylon is dazzling. That is what makes it 
dangerous. A filthy alley may repel a saint, but a golden city can seduce him. 

This essay is a major separation study because Babylon represents the doomed world 
system in religious and commercial form. It is the system that says man can build without 
God, worship without truth, trade without righteousness, unite without holiness, and 
prosper without repentance. It is the system that intoxicates kings, merchants, priests, 
scholars, artists, and common men. It is the system that sells luxury while hiding blood, 
offers spirituality while rejecting the Holy One, and gives men a false sense of permanence 
just before judgment falls. The command is not, “Decorate Babylon.” It is not, “Reform 
Babylon.” It is not, “Become more relevant inside Babylon.” It is, “Flee out of the midst of 
Babylon, and deliver every man his soul.” The Bible believer had better learn this lesson: 
when God marks a system for judgment, separation is not extremism. It is obedience. 

1. Babylon Begins With Rebellion 

Babylon’s spirit begins at Babel. Genesis 11 shows men gathering together and saying, “Go 
to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us 
a name” (Genesis 11:4). That is the seed of Babylon. A city. A tower. A name. Unity without 
obedience. Ambition without submission. Religion without revelation. Man reaching 
upward while refusing the plain command of God. Babel was not just architecture. It was 
organized rebellion. Men were not merely building with brick and slime. They were building 
a civilization around their own name. God had told man to replenish the earth, but Babel 
gathered man into one proud center of self-exaltation. 

That same spirit runs through the world today. Man still wants a city and a tower. He wants 
global unity without the God of the Bible. He wants technology to replace trust, commerce 
to replace conscience, culture to replace holiness, and human achievement to replace 
divine authority. He wants to build upward while remaining inwardly corrupt. He wants 
heaven without the Lord Jesus Christ. He wants a name without repentance. Babel is not 
dead. It changed clothes. It speaks through international systems, religious ecumenism, 



political utopianism, technological pride, commercial addiction, and every movement that 
tells man he can be as gods while rejecting the words of God. 

God came down and confounded their language. That is not a minor detail. Man was 
reaching up, but God had to come down to judge the project. The tower did not reach 
heaven. The pride reached heaven. God scattered them because unity in rebellion is not a 
virtue. That is something modern men refuse to learn. They think unity is always holy. It is 
not. Unity around truth is good. Unity around rebellion is Babel. Unity around Christ is good. 
Unity around man’s name is Babylon. Unity around the gospel is good. Unity around 
religious compromise is harlotry. The first Babylonian lesson is simple: not every gathering 
is godly, not every tower is progress, and not every call for unity comes from God. 

2. Babylon Dazzles Before It Destroys 

Babylon is dangerous because it is attractive. Nebuchadnezzar’s Babylon was not a mud 
hut. It was a golden kingdom, a center of power, wealth, culture, architecture, learning, and 
imperial glory. Daniel saw that empire as the head of gold in the image. That is the thing 
about Babylon. It does not usually appear first as a ruined wasteland. It appears as gold. It 
appears successful. It appears organized. It appears intellectual. It appears stable. It 
appears like the place where ambitious men can rise, where educated men can flourish, 
where commerce can prosper, and where religion can be managed in a way that serves the 
state. 

But behind the gold is a furnace. Daniel 3 shows the music, the image, the gathering of 
officials, and the command to bow. That is Babylon in one scene. It uses art, government, 
religion, pressure, public ceremony, and threat to enforce idolatry. It does not care if you 
are personally sincere as long as you bow when the music plays. That is why Babylon is 
such a strong picture of the world system. It can tolerate many private beliefs, but it will 
eventually demand public submission. The three Hebrew men could work in Babylon, but 
they could not worship Babylon’s image. They could serve under authority, but they could 
not bow to idolatry. That line still matters. 

The modern world system operates the same way. It dazzles before it destroys. It offers 
career, comfort, applause, beauty, technology, platforms, influence, entertainment, 
education, and money. Then the music plays, and the demand comes. Bow to the culture. 
Bow to the approved language. Bow to the image. Bow to the experts. Bow to the system. 
Bow to the idol of the hour. Bow, or be cast into the furnace of public shame, financial loss, 
social rejection, censorship, or worse. Babylon smiles until you refuse worship. Then the 
smile becomes teeth. A Bible believer must not be drunk on Babylon’s gold, because the 
same city with gold on the outside has fire waiting for men who will not bend. 



3. God’s People Can Be Captive in Babylon 

Babylon is not only a place of pagan rebellion. It is also a place where God’s people can 
end up under chastisement. Judah went into Babylon because of sin, idolatry, rebellion, 
and refusal to hear the prophets. That is a sobering truth. Babylon was an enemy kingdom, 
but God used it as a rod. The captivity did not mean Babylon was righteous. It meant God’s 
people were being judged. This is one of the great warnings of the Old Testament. If God’s 
people will not separate from idolatry voluntarily, they may find themselves carried into the 
house of idols under chastening. 

That principle has teeth. A believer under grace is not national Israel under the Mosaic 
covenant, but God still chastens His own. “For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and 
scourgeth every son whom he receiveth” (Hebrews 12:6). Chastisement is not hatred. It is 
love with a rod in its hand. When God’s people flirt with Babylon long enough, they should 
not be shocked if Babylon begins to own parts of their life. What begins as admiration can 
become dependence. What begins as convenience can become captivity. What begins as 
cultural participation can become spiritual bondage. Many Christians do not wake up in 
Babylon all at once. They drift there through compromise. 

Yet even in captivity, God preserved a remnant. Daniel did not defile himself with the king’s 
meat. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego would not bow to the image. Jeremiah sent 
words to the captives. Ezekiel saw visions by the river Chebar. God was still God in Babylon. 
That matters. Some believers are living among Babylonian systems because history, work, 
government, and life place them there. The issue is not whether you can exist in a world 
system. You are in this world. The issue is whether Babylon gets inside you. Daniel could 
serve in Babylon without belonging to Babylon. That is a narrow road, and only a man with 
conviction can walk it. 

4. The Command Is to Flee 

Isaiah says, “Go ye forth of Babylon, flee ye from the Chaldeans” (Isaiah 48:20). Jeremiah 
says, “Flee out of the midst of Babylon, and deliver every man his soul” (Jeremiah 51:6). 
Those are commands, not suggestions. There comes a time when God’s people are not 
told to settle deeper, invest more, decorate the house, or make peace with the doomed 
system. They are told to flee. This is not because geography itself is magical. It is because 
Babylon is under judgment, and God’s people must not be caught clinging to what God has 
determined to overthrow. 

Jeremiah’s wording is especially strong: “deliver every man his soul.” That means staying in 
Babylon is not a harmless preference. It is soul danger. The command to flee is tied to 
judgment: “be not cut off in her iniquity; for this is the time of the LORD’S vengeance” 



(Jeremiah 51:6). That is separation language. If you remain joined to a system God is 
judging, do not act surprised when the smoke gets on your clothes. If you defend what God 
condemns, profit from what God hates, and take comfort in what God has marked for 
destruction, you are not being balanced. You are being foolish. 

This is where many modern Christians fail. They want to stay in Babylon but avoid Babylon’s 
judgment. They want Babylon’s money, Babylon’s platforms, Babylon’s approval, Babylon’s 
music, Babylon’s entertainment, Babylon’s scholarship, Babylon’s religious respectability, 
Babylon’s social acceptance, and Babylon’s comfort, but they want to claim separation in 
their doctrinal statement. God is not mocked. You cannot hug a doomed system and call it 
discernment. When God says flee, the argument is over. The only question is whether you 
believe Him enough to leave. 

5. Babylon Is Religious Corruption 

Babylon is not merely political and commercial. It is religious. From Babel’s tower to 
Nebuchadnezzar’s image to Revelation’s mystery Babylon, false worship runs through it like 
poison in the blood. Babylon is man’s religion organized against God’s revelation. It can be 
mystical, ceremonial, impressive, ancient, wealthy, artistic, sacramental, universal, 
emotional, and intellectually defended, but if it rejects the truth of God, it is Babylonian at 
heart. The devil has always preferred religion without truth because it inoculates men 
against the real thing. A pagan who knows he is pagan may be easier to reach than a 
religious man drunk on a counterfeit. 

Revelation speaks of “MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND 
ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH” (Revelation 17:5). That is not gentle language. God calls 
her a mother of harlots. She is religious fornication, spiritual adultery, idolatry in 
ceremonial clothing. She sits with kings, is decked with gold and precious stones, and is 
drunken with the blood of the saints. That is Babylon. Beautiful outwardly, bloody inwardly. 
Religious outwardly, devilish inwardly. Wealthy outwardly, cursed inwardly. She does not 
merely sell products. She sells spiritual intoxication. She makes the nations drunk. 

This has obvious application to religious systems that mingle Christ’s name with idolatry, 
priestcraft, ritualism, political power, and persecution of Bible believers. Any system that 
places a human priest between the sinner and Christ, corrupts the gospel of grace, 
replaces the authority of Scripture with tradition, dresses idolatry in sacred language, and 
persecutes those who stand on the Book is operating in the spirit of Babylon. The Bible 
believer does not need to be polite with harlot religion. He needs to identify it and separate 
from it. “Come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord” (2 Corinthians 
6:17). 



6. Babylon Is Commercial Seduction 

Babylon also has a commercial face. Revelation 18 shows merchants weeping over her fall 
because no man buys their merchandise anymore. The list is luxurious, extensive, and 
earthly: gold, silver, precious stones, fine linen, purple, silk, scarlet, wood, vessels, spices, 
wine, oil, flour, wheat, beasts, sheep, horses, chariots, and even “slaves, and souls of men” 
(Revelation 18:13). That last phrase rips the mask off the system. Babylon trades in souls. It 
turns human life into merchandise. It turns desire into economy. It turns luxury into 
worship. It turns buying and selling into spiritual bondage. 

This is why worldliness cannot be reduced to a few outward habits. Worldliness is the 
heart’s attachment to a system that operates without God and against God. It is not just a 
matter of whether a person owns something nice. It is whether the soul is drunk on the 
commercial spirit of Babylon. Babylon trains men to measure life by what they can buy, 
display, consume, sell, brand, and monetize. It makes merchants into mourners when 
judgment touches their profits. It makes luxury feel like life. It makes convenience feel like 
blessing. It makes covetousness feel normal. But Paul says covetousness is idolatry. That 
means the mall can become a temple, the screen can become an altar, and the wallet can 
become a god. 

A Bible believer must examine his attachments. Can you obey God if it costs you money? 
Can you tell the truth if it costs you customers? Can you separate from corruption if it costs 
you opportunity? Can you preach against Babylon while profiting from her poison? Can you 
use the world without being owned by it? Paul says, “they that use this world, as not 
abusing it: for the fashion of this world passeth away” (1 Corinthians 7:31). That is the right 
spirit. Use what must be used, but do not worship it. Work where you must work, but do not 
bow. Buy and sell as needed, but do not let Babylon purchase your soul. 

7. Babylon Falls Under Final Judgment 

The command to flee Babylon is urgent because Babylon falls. That is the end of the story. 
For all her gold, trade, kings, merchants, harlot religion, luxury, sorceries, and blood, she 
falls. Revelation 18 says, “Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen” (Revelation 18:2). The 
repetition is not accidental. God wants the fall announced with certainty. Men thought she 
was permanent. Kings committed fornication with her. Merchants grew rich through her. 
Nations were intoxicated by her. But God marks her for sudden destruction. “For in one 
hour is thy judgment come” (Revelation 18:10). One hour. That is how fast God can reduce 
the system men trusted for generations. 

This is the answer to every saint who wonders why Babylon seems to prosper. Her 
prosperity is temporary. Her judgment is certain. The world system can appear 



unstoppable for a season. It can own the markets, influence the kings, control the 
conversation, dominate religion, and intoxicate the nations. But God has already written 
her ending. The believer should not envy what God has condemned. Do not envy her 
wealth. Do not envy her reach. Do not envy her glamour. Do not envy her platforms. Do not 
envy her influence. Her smoke will rise. Her merchants will weep. Her music will stop. Her 
lights will go out. Her judgment will come. 

That is why the command in Revelation 18:4 echoes the older prophetic commands: 
“Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of 
her plagues.” There it is again. Separation before judgment. God does not merely call His 
people out because Babylon is distasteful. He calls them out because her sins and plagues 
are connected. If you partake of her sins, do not act shocked when you are near her 
plagues. The wise man leaves before the fire falls. The fool stays because the music is 
good, the money is flowing, and the city still looks beautiful at night. 

Conclusion 

“Flee out of Babylon” is one of the strongest separation commands in the Bible. It reaches 
backward to Babel, through the historical kingdom of Babylon, through Israel’s captivity, 
through the prophetic warnings of Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Zechariah, and forward to mystery 
Babylon in Revelation. Babylon is not merely a place. It is a system. It is man’s rebellion 
organized into religion, politics, commerce, luxury, pride, idolatry, and persecution. It can 
build towers, raise images, educate captives, intoxicate kings, enrich merchants, and 
decorate harlot religion with gold. But it cannot escape the judgment of God. 

The command is not complicated. Flee. Come out. Deliver every man his soul. Do not be 
partaker of her sins. Do not receive of her plagues. That is Bible separation. The believer is 
not called to admire Babylon’s architecture while ignoring her idols. He is not called to 
baptize Babylon’s methods and call it ministry. He is not called to chase Babylon’s approval 
and call it influence. He is not called to drink from Babylon’s cup and pretend it is Christian 
liberty. If God has called the system doomed, the only sane thing is separation. You can 
witness to people in Babylon, but you must not worship at Babylon’s altar. 

So examine the heart. Where has Babylon bought your affection? Where has Babylon 
shaped your thinking? Where has Babylon softened your separation? Where has Babylon 
made you afraid to stand? Where has Babylon made you crave her gold, her applause, her 
platforms, her security, her religion, or her pleasures? The call still rings through the Book: 
flee out of Babylon. Not because the believer is afraid of the world’s power, but because he 
believes God’s judgment. Babylon shines for a night and burns in the morning. Christ 



remains. The world system falls. The word of God abides. The wise man does not build his 
life in a city God has already sentenced. 

 

 

17 of 20: The Doctrine of Fleeing: When Shepherds Cannot Flee 

There is a fearful line in Jeremiah that every preacher, pastor, teacher, elder, bishop, 
shepherd, ministry leader, religious celebrity, and self-appointed spiritual mouthpiece 
ought to read with his shoes off and his face in the dust: “And the shepherds shall have no 
way to flee, nor the principal of the flock to escape” (Jeremiah 25:35). That is not a verse for 
the light-minded. That is not a verse for pulpit entertainers, religious businessmen, 
hirelings, platform builders, and polished professionals who treat the flock of God like a 
market segment. It is a verse that strips the glamour off leadership and shows the 
judgment seat behind the pulpit. Shepherds may look protected for a season. They may 
hide behind titles, buildings, boards, denominations, followers, money, influence, public 
relations, conference circuits, publishing deals, security teams, and carefully managed 
images. But when God visits the shepherds, He knows how to remove every exit. 

The doctrine of fleeing takes a severe turn here. In other essays, we have seen the wounded 
flee, the guilty flee to refuge, the righteous refuse to flee from duty, the rebellious flee from 
God, the faithful flee unto God, and God’s people flee from Babylon. But now the Bible 
shows a class of men who will want to flee and will not be able. These are shepherds under 
judgment. These are leaders who should have fed the flock, guarded the flock, warned the 
flock, loved the flock, and pointed the flock to the Lord, but instead corrupted, neglected, 
exploited, entertained, scattered, or fed themselves. That is one of the most frightening 
truths in Scripture: leaders are not exempt from judgment. Their accountability is greater. 
The man who stands before people in God’s name had better remember that God is 
listening. 

This essay is not written to attack faithful pastors who labor honestly, preach the Book, love 
their people, bear burdens, fight wolves, endure criticism, and stay in the work when no 
one sees the tears behind the sermon. God bless every true under-shepherd who feeds the 
flock of God and points men to the chief Shepherd. This essay is aimed at the other crowd: 
the shepherds who use the flock, fleece the flock, starve the flock, confuse the flock, 
poison the flock, abandon the flock, flatter the flock, and sell the flock for gain. It is aimed 
at the hireling spirit, the religious celebrity machine, the compromised leader, the false 
prophet, the wolf in clerical clothing, the soft-handed professional who preaches peace 



when judgment is at the door, and the doctrinal coward who trims the message to keep the 
crowd. Jeremiah 25:35 says a day comes when such shepherds have no way to flee. 

1. Shepherds Are Accountable to God 

The first truth is simple and terrible: shepherds are accountable to God. They are not 
owners of the flock. They are stewards. They do not possess the sheep as private property. 
They answer to the Lord. “The flock of God” is exactly that: God’s flock. Peter says, “Feed 
the flock of God which is among you” (1 Peter 5:2). He does not say exploit it, brand it, milk 
it, manipulate it, entertain it, or build your name on it. Feed it. Take the oversight, not by 
constraint, but willingly. Not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind. Not as lords over God’s 
heritage, but as examples to the flock. That passage ought to burn in the conscience of 
every man who handles spiritual leadership. 

A shepherd stands between danger and sheep. That is the picture. Sheep are not known for 
sharp teeth, iron claws, and strategic brilliance. They need feeding, leading, guarding, 
correcting, and care. A shepherd who does not feed is not merely inefficient. He is 
betraying his office. A shepherd who does not warn is not merely gentle. He is negligent. A 
shepherd who sees wolves coming and says nothing because he fears losing members is 
not loving. He is a hireling in practice even if he has the title of pastor. The flock needs green 
pastures, still waters, the rod, the staff, and protection from wolves. It does not need a 
motivational life coach with a Bible verse taped to his forehead. 

God notices what shepherds do with His flock. That is the point many leaders forget. They 
think accountability runs mainly through boards, donors, denominations, publishers, 
online audiences, or public reputation. They are wrong. Those things may matter in limited 
human ways, but the final account is before God. “My brethren, be not many masters, 
knowing that we shall receive the greater condemnation” (James 3:1). That verse ought to 
reduce the number of men grabbing microphones. Teaching the word of God is not a 
performance slot. It is a fearful responsibility. If a man wants influence without 
accountability, he has already exposed the rot in his heart. 

2. False Shepherds Feed Themselves 

One of the great charges against false shepherds in the prophets is that they feed 
themselves instead of the flock. Ezekiel 34 says, “Woe be to the shepherds of Israel that do 
feed themselves! should not the shepherds feed the flocks?” (Ezekiel 34:2). There is the 
indictment. They used the flock as a resource for themselves. They ate the fat, clothed 
themselves with the wool, killed them that were fed, but did not feed the flock. That is not 
ancient history only. That is the operating system of religious exploitation in every age. The 



sheep become consumers. The pulpit becomes a stage. The ministry becomes a business 
model. The shepherd becomes a brand. 

Feeding yourself off the flock can take many forms. It can be financial, when a leader 
bleeds people dry to fund his lifestyle. It can be emotional, when he needs admiration and 
loyalty more than truth. It can be sexual, when he uses spiritual authority to prey on 
vulnerable people. It can be political, when he trades doctrine for access to power. It can 
be intellectual, when he uses the flock to display his cleverness instead of feeding them 
the words of God. It can be institutional, when the church exists mainly to preserve the 
machine, the building, the salary, the reputation, or the denomination. In every case, the 
shepherd is feeding himself. 

The faithful shepherd feeds the sheep even when it costs him. He does not preach only 
what they want. He preaches what they need. Sometimes sheep need comfort. Sometimes 
they need correction. Sometimes they need doctrine. Sometimes they need warning. 
Sometimes they need milk. Sometimes they need meat. Sometimes they need a bandage. 
Sometimes they need the rod. A man who only feeds sheep candy because candy keeps 
them smiling is not a shepherd. He is a spiritual vendor. A flock fed on religious sugar may 
look happy for a season, but it will have no strength when wolves come. God will require it 
at the shepherd’s hand. 

3. Hirelings Run From Wolves 

The Lord Jesus Christ gave the great description of the hireling in John 10. “But he that is an 
hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and 
leaveth the sheep, and fleeth” (John 10:12). That is one of the sharpest leadership tests in 
the Bible. The wolf reveals the shepherd. When there is no danger, a hireling can look like a 
shepherd. He can speak like one, dress like one, collect from the flock like one, and pose 
like one. But when the wolf comes, the hireling runs. He does not care for the sheep. He 
cares for himself. 

The wolf may be false doctrine. The wolf may be moral corruption. The wolf may be 
persecution. The wolf may be a powerful family in the church trying to control the pulpit. 
The wolf may be a popular heresy sweeping through the congregation. The wolf may be a 
predator hiding behind spirituality. The wolf may be a cultural issue that demands a biblical 
stand. The hireling sees the wolf and calculates personal cost. Will this affect attendance? 
Will this offend donors? Will this make me unpopular? Will this cost me invitations? Will 
this bring criticism? Will this damage the brand? While he calculates, the wolf catches and 
scatters the sheep. 



The true shepherd cannot be measured by how he acts when the grass is green and the 
weather is mild. Watch him when the wolf comes. Does he stand? Does he warn? Does he 
name the danger? Does he protect the weak? Does he preach the Book when the Book 
becomes unpopular? Does he take the hit so the flock is not devoured? The Lord Jesus 
said, “I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep” (John 10:11). 
That is the standard. Christ is the chief Shepherd. Every under-shepherd is judged in light of 
Him. The hireling flees to save himself. The true shepherd stands because the sheep are 
not a career to him. They are a charge from God. 

4. Compromised Leaders Preach Peace Falsely 

False shepherds often keep people calm when they should be warning them. Jeremiah 
dealt with this repeatedly. “They have healed also the hurt of the daughter of my people 
slightly, saying, Peace, peace; when there is no peace” (Jeremiah 6:14). That is a 
devastating verse. The wound was real, but the treatment was shallow. The preachers said 
peace when judgment was near. They soothed the people instead of turning them. They 
gave religious comfort where repentance was needed. They practiced spiritual 
malpractice. A doctor who tells a dying man he is healthy because the truth would upset 
him is not compassionate. He is wicked. 

This kind of shepherd is everywhere today. He preaches peace to people still under wrath. 
He preaches self-worth to people who need the new birth. He preaches success to people 
enslaved to covetousness. He preaches healing while ignoring sin. He preaches unity while 
doctrine is being corrupted. He preaches love while wolves eat the flock. He preaches 
grace in a way that never produces holiness. He preaches holiness in a way that destroys 
grace. He preaches social improvement while souls go to hell. He preaches psychology 
while the Bible sits closed. He preaches everything except the thing that would actually 
heal the wound. 

The true shepherd must sometimes disturb the flock to save it. He must cry wolf when 
wolves come. He must say sin when sin appears. He must say judgment when judgment is 
written. He must say hell when hell is the danger. He must say blood when blood is the 
cure. He must say repent when repentance is required. He must say flee when God says 
flee. He must say stand when God says stand. A shepherd who refuses to alarm the sheep 
when the cliff is ahead will answer to God for the bodies at the bottom. Peace, peace, when 
there is no peace is not ministry. It is betrayal. 

5. Religious Celebrities Are Not Exempt 

One of the most dangerous developments in modern religion is the celebrity shepherd. He 
is no longer primarily a feeder of sheep. He is a brand. His face is marketed, his quotes are 



packaged, his image is managed, his mistakes are protected, and his followers are trained 
to defend him as though he were the gospel itself. Celebrity religion creates an 
environment where correction becomes betrayal, discernment becomes jealousy, 
questions become rebellion, and loyalty to a man is confused with loyalty to God. That is 
not shepherding. That is spiritual empire building. 

Religious celebrities often appear untouchable. They have platforms, money, lawyers, 
staff, publishers, security, donors, and a crowd that cannot imagine their hero being wrong. 
But Jeremiah 25:35 still stands: “the shepherds shall have no way to flee.” God knows how 
to bring down untouchable men. He knows how to expose hidden sin, collapse public 
images, remove platforms, dry up influence, and make the man who once controlled the 
microphone answer for what he did with the flock. A man may escape journalists, boards, 
critics, former members, and legal consequences, but he will not escape God. 

This should sober anyone with influence. The more people listen to you, the more careful 
you ought to be. The more authority you carry, the more humble you ought to become. The 
more public your ministry, the more private your fear of God should be. A man who grows in 
platform but shrinks in trembling is in danger. A man who gets used to applause may stop 
hearing the warning bells. A man who believes his own publicity is already drunk. The Lord 
does not judge by camera angle, book sales, crowd size, or social reach. He judges 
righteous judgment. If a celebrity shepherd has fed himself and starved the flock, his 
celebrity will not be an escape route. 

6. The Principal of the Flock Cannot Escape 

Jeremiah says not only the shepherds, but “the principal of the flock” shall not escape. That 
points to leading ones among the people, the influential, the prominent, the strong, the 
chief ones who share in responsibility. Judgment is not limited to the man in the pulpit 
when others helped maintain the corruption. There are principal members of the flock who 
protect bad shepherds because the system benefits them. There are influential families, 
wealthy donors, board members, ministry executives, denominational officials, musicians, 
teachers, and loyal insiders who help keep the machine running while sheep are being 
damaged. 

This is important because corrupt leadership often survives through networks of enablers. 
A false shepherd may be the face of the problem, but he is rarely the only problem. 
Someone covers. Someone excuses. Someone silences. Someone threatens the wounded. 
Someone attacks the whistleblower. Someone says, “Do not touch God’s anointed,” when 
what they really mean is, “Do not expose our system.” Someone counts the money and 
looks away. Someone knows the doctrine is being corrupted but says nothing because the 



seats are full. Someone knows the pastor is a bully but calls it strong leadership. Someone 
knows the sheep are starving but praises the production value. 

God sees the principal of the flock too. Influence brings responsibility. If you helped a wolf 
keep his teeth hidden, you will answer. If you protected a hireling while he scattered sheep, 
you will answer. If you knew the truth and chose the system, you will answer. If you 
sacrificed wounded people to preserve a man’s reputation, you will answer. God is not 
fooled by inner circles. He is not impressed by official statements. He does not need leaked 
emails. He searches the heart. When He visits the shepherds, the principal of the flock will 
not be able to slip quietly out the back. 

7. The Chief Shepherd Will Judge 

The final answer to false shepherds is the chief Shepherd. Peter says, “And when the chief 
Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away” (1 Peter 5:4). 
That is comfort to faithful shepherds and terror to false ones. The chief Shepherd is 
coming. The One who gave His life for the sheep will judge those who used the sheep. The 
One who fed the hungry, gathered the lambs, restored the fallen, and laid down His life will 
not smile at men who treated His flock like merchandise. He knows the difference between 
shepherd and hireling. He knows the difference between service and exploitation. He 
knows the difference between feeding and fleecing. 

This coming judgment should make every leader examine himself. Did I feed the flock with 
the words of God? Did I preach the gospel plainly? Did I warn against wolves? Did I protect 
the weak? Did I handle correction with humility? Did I love truth more than influence? Did I 
care more about Christ’s approval than man’s applause? Did I point people to the Lord or 
train them to orbit around me? Did I use fear to control people? Did I use grace to excuse 
sin? Did I use standards to crush souls? Did I hide behind my office? Did I teach the whole 
counsel of God, or only the parts that kept the crowd happy? 

Faithful shepherds need not fear man’s judgment when they have sought God’s approval. 
They may be criticized, misunderstood, underappreciated, opposed, and weary, but the 
chief Shepherd sees. False shepherds should tremble. They may be praised now, protected 
now, followed now, quoted now, funded now, and honored now, but the chief Shepherd 
sees them too. Jeremiah says the shepherds shall have no way to flee. That means the day 
of hiding ends. No green room, no pulpit, no title, no robe, no collar, no board, no 
denomination, no security team, no public statement, no loyal fanbase, and no religious 
vocabulary will hide a shepherd from God. 

Conclusion 



“When shepherds cannot flee” is a fearful part of the doctrine of fleeing because it warns 
that leaders who mislead, neglect, corrupt, or exploit the flock may appear safe for a 
season, but they are not beyond God’s reach. Jeremiah 25:35 says the shepherds shall 
have no way to flee, nor the principal of the flock to escape. That is leadership 
accountability in one terrible sentence. The man who stands before the flock in God’s 
name must remember that the flock is God’s, the word is God’s, the office is stewardship, 
and the final review is not conducted by applause, income, fame, or institutional loyalty. It 
is conducted by the Lord. 

False shepherds feed themselves. Hirelings run from wolves. Compromised leaders preach 
peace when there is no peace. Religious celebrities hide behind platforms. Principal men in 
the flock help protect corrupt systems. But God sees all of it. He sees the sheep starved 
under polished sermons. He sees the wounded silenced to protect the brand. He sees the 
wolves tolerated because they are wealthy or influential. He sees the Bible corrected, 
diluted, replaced, or ignored. He sees the gospel muddied. He sees the pulpit turned into a 
stage. He sees the flock treated like customers, donors, fans, or stepping stones. And when 
He rises to judge shepherds, there will be no way to flee. 

Let every true shepherd therefore tremble and stay faithful. Feed the flock. Preach the 
Book. Warn of wolves. Love the sheep. Refuse filthy lucre. Reject celebrity pride. Point men 
to Christ, not yourself. Comfort the broken, rebuke the unruly, guard the doctrine, and 
remember that the chief Shepherd is coming. Let every sheep also learn discernment. Do 
not follow a man because he is famous, smooth, funny, polished, or popular. Follow truth. 
Follow the Book. Follow Christ. A shepherd who will not feed you the words of God is not 
worthy of your trust. And a shepherd who feeds himself while the flock goes hungry should 
remember Jeremiah’s warning: when God visits the shepherds, there may be no place left 
to run. 

 

 

18 of 20: The Doctrine of Fleeing: The Hireling Flees Away 

There is a kind of fleeing in the Bible that exposes a man’s motive. It does not merely show 
that he is afraid. It shows what he loves, what he values, what he is protecting, and whether 
the sheep ever really mattered to him at all. The Lord Jesus Christ said, “But he that is an 
hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and 
leaveth the sheep, and fleeth” (John 10:12). Then He gives the reason: “The hireling fleeth, 
because he is an hireling, and careth not for the sheep” (John 10:13). That is one of the 
sharpest pastoral tests in the whole Bible. The hireling does not flee because he 



misunderstood the situation. He flees because the situation revealed him. He looked like a 
shepherd when the grass was green, the weather was mild, the sheep were calm, the 
crowd was pleasant, the pay was steady, and the wolf was nowhere in sight. But when the 
wolf came, the costume fell off. He left the sheep and ran. 

This essay follows naturally after the warning that shepherds may one day have no way to 
flee. Jeremiah 25:35 deals with shepherds under judgment, but John 10 shows the hireling 
in action before the judgment arrives. Here the Lord does not merely condemn corrupt 
leadership generally. He gives a precise picture: a wolf comes, sheep are in danger, and the 
man who was supposed to guard them abandons them. The wolf reveals the difference 
between a shepherd and a hired man. Many men can occupy the office when there is no 
cost. Many can preach when everyone claps. Many can lead when the work is easy, the 
money is flowing, the culture is friendly, the doctrine is not controversial, and the wolves 
are far off in the trees. But the real test comes when danger appears. The wolf does not 
create the hireling’s heart. The wolf reveals it. 

The contrast in John 10 is glorious and severe because Christ places Himself over against 
the hireling. “I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep” (John 
10:11). There is the difference. The hireling saves himself and loses the sheep. The good 
Shepherd gives Himself and saves the sheep. The hireling measures danger by personal 
cost. Christ measures love by sacrifice. The hireling sees the wolf and thinks, “What will 
happen to me?” The good Shepherd sees the sheep and says, “I lay down my life for the 
sheep.” This is not merely a pastoral lesson. It is gospel doctrine. The Lord Jesus Christ did 
not run when the wolf came. He did not abandon the flock when death approached. He did 
not protect His own comfort at the expense of the sheep. He went to Calvary, shed His 
blood, bore the wrath, rose from the dead, and secured the flock with His own life. Every 
earthly shepherd is judged in light of that Shepherd. 

1. The Hireling Looks Useful Until the Wolf Comes 

The hireling can look useful under ordinary conditions. That is what makes him dangerous. 
If he always looked false, the sheep would not trust him. If he always acted like a coward, 
he would not be mistaken for leadership. If he always announced that he did not care, the 
flock would not follow. The hireling can have religious language, administrative skill, pulpit 
presence, organizational ability, charm, education, a smooth voice, a polished smile, and a 
good public image. He may know how to run services, handle committees, manage a 
platform, raise funds, speak at conferences, and appear pastoral when nothing costly is 
required. But John 10 says the test is not how he looks when the sheep are quiet. The test is 
what he does when the wolf comes. 



That is a crucial distinction. Many people judge spiritual leaders by style, talent, charisma, 
credentials, popularity, and production value. God judges by faithfulness. A hireling may be 
talented. He may be impressive. He may be strategic. He may understand branding, 
leadership theory, emotional tone, and how to keep a crowd comfortable. But if he leaves 
the sheep when the wolf comes, all that talent becomes evidence against him. The wolf 
exposes whether his ministry was love or employment, burden or business, calling or 
career. The hireling was not exposed in the sunshine. He was exposed in the crisis. That is 
usually how God reveals men. Pressure pulls motives out of hiding. 

This explains why some leaders seem strong until doctrine becomes costly. They can 
preach harmless generalities forever. They can talk about kindness, purpose, vision, 
community, blessing, encouragement, and leadership all day long. But when the wolf of 
false doctrine enters, when the wolf of sexual corruption enters, when the wolf of liberal 
unbelief enters, when the wolf of false Bible versions enters, when the wolf of works 
salvation enters, when the wolf of worldly compromise enters, when the wolf of celebrity 
idolatry enters, suddenly the man becomes quiet. He does not want controversy. He does 
not want division. He does not want to lose people. He does not want to be labeled harsh. 
That is the wolf revealing the hireling. 

2. The Wolf Reveals What a Man Loves 

The wolf is not merely an enemy of sheep. The wolf is a revealer of shepherds. When the 
wolf appears, motives become visible. The shepherd who loves the sheep moves toward 
the danger. The hireling who loves himself moves away from it. That is why John 10 is so 
devastating. The Lord does not say the hireling fled because the wolf was too strong, the 
hour was too late, the situation was too complex, or the sheep were too difficult. He says, 
“The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for the sheep” (John 10:13). 
That is the root. He did not care for the sheep. 

A man may care for the benefits of shepherding without caring for the sheep. He may care 
for the salary, the honor, the authority, the title, the platform, the praise, the housing, the 
professional respect, the influence, the access, the mailing list, the speaking invitations, 
the book sales, the donor base, or the feeling of being needed. He may care deeply about 
ministry as a machine while caring little for souls as sheep. That is a terrible thing, but it is 
common. Many men love being called pastor more than they love pastoring. They love 
being followed more than they love feeding. They love being seen as spiritual more than 
they love guarding the vulnerable. The wolf reveals the difference. 

The sheep know it too, though sometimes they are slow to admit it. When danger comes 
and the man in charge disappears, the flock learns what kind of love he had. When a 



grieving family needs truth and he offers clichés, they learn. When a predator must be 
confronted and he protects the institution, they learn. When false doctrine spreads and he 
stays silent, they learn. When one wealthy wolf is protected while wounded sheep are 
blamed, they learn. When the pulpit is strong against safe sins but silent against sins that 
threaten attendance and money, they learn. The wolf pulls the curtain back. Love stays. 
Self-interest runs. 

3. The Good Shepherd Gives His Life 

Against the hireling, Christ says, “I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life 
for the sheep” (John 10:11). That sentence is the heart of the passage. The Lord Jesus Christ 
is not merely a better example than the hireling. He is the true Shepherd, the good 
Shepherd, the one Shepherd whose love reaches all the way to death. He does not merely 
risk inconvenience. He gives His life. He does not simply defend the sheep from a distance. 
He places Himself between the sheep and judgment. He does not abandon the flock 
because danger is costly. He bears the cost Himself. 

This points directly to Calvary. Christ did not flee when the hour came. He knew what was 
coming. He knew the cross, the betrayal, the scourging, the shame, the nails, the darkness, 
the wrath, and the death. He said, “I lay down my life for the sheep” (John 10:15). That was 
voluntary sacrifice. No man took His life from Him. He laid it down of Himself. The hireling 
flees because his life is dear to himself. Christ gives His life because the sheep are dear to 
Him. There is the gospel in shepherd language. Salvation is not the sheep climbing out of 
the wolf’s mouth by moral effort. Salvation is the Shepherd laying down His life to secure 
the sheep. 

That is why every earthly shepherd must be measured by Christ, not by corporate 
leadership models or celebrity ministry standards. The true under-shepherd does not die 
for sin. Only Christ did that. But he does bear cost for the sheep. He gives time, prayer, 
tears, doctrine, warning, correction, patience, study, and sometimes reputation. He will be 
misunderstood for protecting sheep from popular wolves. He will be called divisive for 
naming danger. He will lose easy approval because love requires him to stand between 
sheep and destruction. If a man wants a shepherd’s title without a shepherd’s wounds, he 
has not understood John 10. 

4. The Hireling Leaves the Sheep 

The text says the hireling “leaveth the sheep, and fleeth” (John 10:12). Do not rush past the 
order. He leaves before he flees. The abandonment comes first. His body may depart 
afterward, but his heart has already left the flock. This is an important point because some 
men flee physically, while others flee morally while remaining in office. A man can still 



stand in the pulpit and have already left the sheep. He can still collect the salary, still lead 
meetings, still sign letters, still post devotional thoughts, and still be absent in the moment 
that matters. He has fled in courage, fled in conviction, fled in doctrine, fled in care, and 
fled in responsibility. 

There are many ways to leave the sheep. A leader leaves them when he refuses to feed 
them sound doctrine. He leaves them when he refuses to warn them of wolves. He leaves 
them when he allows false teachers into the fold because they draw crowds. He leaves 
them when he protects abusers to protect the church image. He leaves them when he lets 
worldly entertainment replace spiritual nourishment. He leaves them when he turns the 
pulpit into a comedy stage, a therapy couch, a political rally, or a fundraising platform 
instead of a place where the word of God is preached. He leaves them when he avoids the 
hard texts because hard texts threaten soft members. 

The tragedy is that sheep suffer when hirelings leave. John 10 says, “and the wolf catcheth 
them, and scattereth the sheep” (John 10:12). That is what happens. The hireling’s self-
protection becomes the flock’s exposure. His silence becomes their confusion. His 
cowardice becomes their scattering. His refusal to confront danger becomes their wound. 
This is why pastoral cowardice is not private. It has consequences in souls. A shepherd 
who will not stand against the wolf is not merely preserving his own peace. He is handing 
sheep over to teeth. 

5. Wolves Do Not Always Look Like Wolves 

The wolf in John 10 is dangerous, but wolves do not always arrive looking obvious. The Lord 
also warned of false prophets who come in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening 
wolves. That means the wolf may look religious. He may sound kind, educated, loving, 
scholarly, compassionate, relevant, or spiritual. He may quote Scripture. He may speak of 
Jesus. He may have a large following. He may be recommended by respectable men. He 
may carry the language of grace, revival, justice, unity, healing, or scholarship. But inwardly 
he devours. That is why a shepherd must have discernment, not merely friendliness. 

Paul warned the elders at Ephesus, “For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous 
wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock” (Acts 20:29). Then he adds that men 
would arise from among their own selves, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples 
after them. That means wolves can come from outside or rise from inside. A shepherd must 
watch both directions. It is not enough to guard against obvious outside enemies while 
ignoring ambitious men within the church. It is not enough to rebuke the world while 
tolerating pride, manipulation, doctrinal corruption, or spiritual ambition in the inner circle. 



Wolves love unguarded gates, but they also love pulpits, classrooms, music ministries, 
counseling rooms, and leadership boards. 

The hireling avoids this kind of discernment because it costs too much. If he names the 
wolf, he may lose people. If he warns of false doctrine, he may be called divisive. If he 
exposes spiritual danger, he may be accused of being harsh. If he confronts a powerful 
person, he may lose money. If he removes a charming teacher, he may lose popularity. So 
he chooses peace with the wolf over protection of the sheep. That is not wisdom. That is 
betrayal. A true shepherd must love the flock enough to be disliked by wolves and 
misunderstood by sheep who do not yet see the teeth. 

6. The Sheep Must Learn Discernment 

John 10 does not only instruct shepherds. It instructs sheep. The sheep must learn the 
difference between a shepherd and a hireling. They must not be so dazzled by personality, 
talent, charm, size, money, production, celebrity, or smooth speech that they ignore what 
happens when danger comes. The question is not merely, “Does this man make me feel 
good?” The question is, “Does this man feed me truth? Does he point me to Christ? Does 
he guard the doctrine? Does he warn against wolves? Does he care for the flock when there 
is a cost? Does he stand when pressure comes, or does he disappear?” 

The Lord says His sheep hear His voice. “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and 
they follow me” (John 10:27). That is the ultimate safety. The sheep do not belong finally to 
the under-shepherd. They belong to Christ. A faithful pastor wants the sheep attached to 
the Lord’s voice, not addicted to his personality. He wants them grounded in Scripture, not 
dependent on his charisma. He wants them able to discern truth from error, not trained to 
clap on command. Hirelings often fear mature sheep because mature sheep can test what 
they hear. Faithful shepherds rejoice when sheep grow strong in the word. 

Sheep should be respectful, teachable, and thankful for faithful leadership, but they should 
not be gullible. The Bible commands believers to try the spirits, prove all things, hold fast 
that which is good, and search the Scriptures. If a shepherd runs from wolves, do not 
pretend he stood. If he refuses to feed, do not pretend you are nourished. If he protects the 
system over the sheep, do not call that pastoral wisdom. If he muddies the gospel, do not 
call that depth. If he corrects the Bible more than he submits to it, do not call that 
scholarship. Sheep are not called to be rebels, but neither are they called to be blind. 

7. Christ Never Leaves His Sheep 

The final comfort in John 10 is that Christ is not a hireling. Earthly leaders may fail, flee, 
compromise, neglect, or betray, but Christ does not abandon His sheep. He says, “I am the 
good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine” (John 10:14). He knows His 



sheep personally. He does not merely know the flock as a crowd. He knows them. He laid 
down His life for them. He gives them eternal life. He says, “they shall never perish, neither 
shall any man pluck them out of my hand” (John 10:28). That is security no hireling can 
provide and no wolf can defeat. 

This is where eternal security shines in shepherd language. The sheep are safe because the 
Shepherd is faithful. Their safety does not rest in the courage of a hireling, the mood of a 
denomination, the strength of their own grip, or the absence of wolves. It rests in the hand 
of Christ. The wolf may scatter religious systems. Hirelings may abandon churches. False 
teachers may trouble saints. Leaders may fail. But no wolf can break the hand of the Son of 
God. No hireling’s cowardice can nullify the Shepherd’s blood. No religious betrayal can 
undo the promise of eternal life. The believer’s final security is not in man. It is in Christ. 

That does not excuse earthly shepherds. It magnifies their accountability. Because the 
sheep belong to Christ, every under-shepherd must handle them with fear. They are blood-
bought sheep. They are not props for a man’s ministry image. They are not customers in a 
religious business. They are not stepping stones for a platform. They are not tools to build a 
brand. They belong to the good Shepherd who died for them. If that truth does not make a 
pastor tremble, he has no business near the flock. Christ never leaves His sheep, and any 
man entrusted with their care should tremble at the thought of leaving them to wolves. 

Conclusion 

“The hireling fleeth” is not merely a statement about fear. It is a statement about love, or 
the lack of it. The hireling flees because he is a hireling and careth not for the sheep. The 
wolf reveals him. He may have looked like a shepherd when ministry was easy, when the 
weather was calm, when the sheep were pleasant, and when no danger was near. But once 
the wolf came, his motive was exposed. He chose himself over the flock. He chose safety 
over duty. He chose reputation over protection. He chose comfort over courage. He left the 
sheep, and the wolf caught and scattered them. 

The Lord Jesus Christ is the opposite. He is the good Shepherd. He gives His life for the 
sheep. He does not run from the wolf. He does not protect Himself at the expense of the 
flock. He lays down His life and takes it again. He knows His sheep, calls them, keeps 
them, and gives them eternal life. Every faithful under-shepherd must be shaped by that 
pattern. He cannot die for sin, but he can spend himself for the flock. He can feed them 
truth, warn them of danger, guard them from wolves, and refuse to run when his own 
comfort is threatened. If he will not do that, he may be employed in religion, but he is not 
shepherding after the heart of Christ. 



So let shepherds examine themselves, and let sheep learn discernment. Do not judge a 
man only by his platform, polish, humor, education, or popularity. Watch what he does 
when the wolf comes. Does he stand with the Book? Does he warn the flock? Does he 
protect the weak? Does he name false doctrine? Does he care more for sheep than image? 
Does he point men to Christ, or does he train them to orbit around himself? The wolf will 
eventually reveal the truth. And when he does, may God give His people enough 
discernment to know the difference between a good shepherd under Christ and a hireling 
who flees away. 

 

 

19 of 20: The Doctrine of Fleeing: Flee From Sin 

There is a point in the doctrine of fleeing where the study stops walking through history, 
prophecy, typology, and leadership accountability, and puts its finger right on the believer’s 
daily life. That point is Paul’s repeated command to flee from sin. “Flee fornication” (1 
Corinthians 6:18). “Flee from idolatry” (1 Corinthians 10:14). “But thou, O man of God, flee 
these things” (1 Timothy 6:11). “Flee also youthful lusts” (2 Timothy 2:22). Those are not 
suggestions for unusually weak Christians. Those are Holy Ghost commands for believers 
who still live in bodies of flesh, in a present evil world, with a devil who knows how to bait a 
hook. Paul does not tell the believer to flirt with sin, manage sin, admire sin, intellectualize 
sin, baptize sin, rename sin, or prove his maturity by standing close to sin without falling. 
He says flee. That is not cowardice. That is spiritual sense. A man who thinks he is too 
strong to flee is usually weak enough to fall. 

This is where modern Christianity has become almost criminally stupid. It has taught 
people to analyze temptations they should abandon, dialogue with sins they should 
despise, and camp next to fires they should run from. It has produced believers who want 
to know how close they can get to the cliff without going over, how much worldliness they 
can carry without being called worldly, how much lust they can entertain without being 
called impure, how much idolatry they can justify without being called compromised, and 
how much greed they can baptize with business language before anyone calls it 
covetousness. Paul does not talk that way. Paul has a short command for certain kinds of 
danger: flee. Get distance. Break contact. Leave the room. Shut the door. Cut off the 
influence. Stop feeding the imagination. Stop pretending the idol is harmless. Stop 
standing there like a fool with spiritual gasoline in your hand while the devil strikes 
matches. 



But biblical fleeing is never empty separation. That is the other half people miss. Paul does 
not merely say run from something. He says run toward something. “Flee these things; and 
follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness” (1 Timothy 6:11). 
“Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace” (2 Timothy 2:22). 
That means holiness is not merely absence. It is pursuit. The believer runs from corruption 
so he can pursue Christlike virtue. He flees the wrong table so he can have fellowship with 
the Lord. He flees lust so he can walk in purity. He flees idolatry so he can worship God in 
truth. He flees covetousness so he can lay hold on eternal things. Separation without 
pursuit becomes pride, isolation, bitterness, or self-righteousness. But fleeing sin in order 
to follow righteousness is Bible sanctification with both legs moving in the right direction. 

1. Flee Fornication 

Paul says, “Flee fornication” (1 Corinthians 6:18). He does not say negotiate with it. He 
does not say test your self-control around it. He does not say stand there and prove how 
spiritual you are. He says flee. Fornication is one of those sins that attacks through 
appetite, imagination, opportunity, secrecy, body, emotion, and self-deception all at once. 
It does not usually announce itself with a trumpet and a devil’s tail. It starts with a look, a 
message, a memory, a fantasy, a private compromise, a little emotional attachment, a little 
harmless friendliness, a little late-night conversation, a little screen, a little secrecy, a little 
“I can handle this.” Then the trap closes. That is why Paul does not give a long psychological 
lecture. He gives a command with shoes on it. 

The reason Paul gives is serious: “Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he 
that committeth fornication sinneth against his own body” (1 Corinthians 6:18). The body of 
the believer is not a toy. It is not an animal to be fed every time it growls. It is not a private 
playground for lust. It is the temple of the Holy Ghost. Paul says, “ye are bought with a 
price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s” (1 Corinthians 
6:20). That kills the modern lie that what a man does with his body is nobody’s business. If 
you are saved, your body is not yours in the ultimate sense. It belongs to the Lord who 
bought you. The blood of Christ has a claim on your hands, eyes, mouth, mind, and body. 

Joseph in Genesis 39 is the classic example. Potiphar’s wife pressed him day by day. That is 
how temptation often works. It keeps coming back. It does not always defeat a man in one 
attack. It wears him down. But when she caught him by his garment, saying, “Lie with me,” 
Joseph “left his garment in her hand, and fled, and got him out” (Genesis 39:12). That is 
sanctified speed. He lost his coat but kept his character. Better to lose a garment than lose 
a conscience. Better to be falsely accused for purity than truly guilty of sin. A man who will 
not flee fornication because he wants to look strong is not strong. He is stupid. Paul says 
flee, and Joseph shows what that looks like. 



2. Flee From Idolatry 

Paul says, “Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry” (1 Corinthians 10:14). Notice 
that he says this tenderly and severely at the same time. “My dearly beloved” does not 
soften “flee from idolatry.” It explains why he says it. Love warns. Love does not stand by 
while believers sip from the cup of devils and call it liberty. The context of 1 Corinthians 10 
is full of warning: Israel in the wilderness, lust, idolatry, fornication, tempting Christ, 
murmuring, and overthrow. Paul uses Israel’s failures as examples so the church does not 
walk into the same traps with a New Testament vocabulary. 

Idolatry is not merely bowing before a carved statue in a jungle somewhere. That is idolatry, 
but it is not the whole of idolatry. An idol is anything that competes with God for worship, 
trust, obedience, affection, fear, dependence, or identity. A man can make an idol out of 
money, ministry, family, politics, nation, tradition, reputation, entertainment, scholarship, 
self, beauty, success, suffering, conspiracy, comfort, or even a religious system. The idol 
does not have to be made of wood or stone. It may be digital, emotional, intellectual, 
financial, or ecclesiastical. The old idol had a face carved on it. The new idol may have a 
logo, a profile picture, a bank balance, a degree, a platform, or a denomination. 

Paul says flee because idolatry involves fellowship. He says, “Ye cannot drink the cup of the 
Lord, and the cup of devils” (1 Corinthians 10:21). That is stronger than most modern 
Christians want to hear. They want to sit at every table, sample every influence, borrow 
from every religious system, absorb every cultural spirit, and then claim they are mature 
enough to handle it. Paul says you cannot drink both cups. You cannot have fellowship with 
the Lord and fellowship with devils as though both tables are harmless. Idolatry is not a 
museum exhibit. It is spiritual contamination. Flee from it. Do not decorate the idol and call 
it art. Do not Christianize the idol and call it outreach. Do not defend the idol because your 
friends like it. Flee. 

3. Flee These Things 

When Paul writes to Timothy, he says, “But thou, O man of God, flee these things” (1 
Timothy 6:11). The context matters. Before the command, Paul warns about men of corrupt 
minds, destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is godliness. He warns that godliness with 
contentment is great gain. He says they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, 
and into many foolish and hurtful lusts. Then comes the famous line: “For the love of 
money is the root of all evil” (1 Timothy 6:10). Then he turns to Timothy and says, “But thou, 
O man of God, flee these things.” In other words, the man of God must run from the 
religious-commercial corruption that turns godliness into a way to get gain. 



This is one of the great warnings for ministry. Money is not evil in itself, but the love of 
money is a root system that feeds every kind of evil. It grows under pulpits, ministries, 
denominations, charities, missions boards, music industries, publishing houses, 
conferences, and personal brands. It can turn preaching into performance, doctrine into 
merchandise, prayer into fundraising language, and sheep into customers. Paul tells the 
man of God to flee these things. That means a preacher had better be more afraid of 
covetousness than poverty. He had better be more afraid of becoming a religious merchant 
than of being overlooked. He had better be more afraid of selling truth than of lacking 
applause. 

The phrase “O man of God” makes the command even sharper. Paul does not say, “O weak 
man, flee these things.” He says, “O man of God.” The man of God is not exempt from 
temptation. In fact, because he is a man of God, the temptations around money, influence, 
position, and ministry success may be especially subtle. The devil knows how to offer a 
man a bigger platform if he will shave off the corners of truth. He knows how to dress 
covetousness in the language of stewardship, growth, excellence, outreach, and vision. 
Paul says flee these things. Do not let money become your shepherd. Do not let gain 
become your godliness. Do not let the ministry become a cash register with hymns playing 
in the background. 

4. Flee Youthful Lusts 

Paul tells Timothy, “Flee also youthful lusts” (2 Timothy 2:22). Youthful lusts are not limited 
to sexual lust, though they certainly include that. They include the hot-headed passions of 
youth: pride, impatience, ambition, quarrelsomeness, vanity, appetite for recognition, 
emotional instability, desire to win every fight, craving to be seen, and the foolish belief that 
zeal alone proves maturity. A young man can be doctrinally right and still full of youthful 
lusts. He may want to fight, but not pray. He may want to correct everyone, but not be 
corrected. He may want a pulpit, but not a prayer closet. He may want to expose error, but 
not crucify his own flesh. 

That is why this command is so practical. A believer does not outgrow all youthful lusts 
automatically because he gets older. Some men are sixty years old and still full of youthful 
lusts. They still need applause. They still need to win every argument. They still cannot 
handle being ignored. They still confuse harshness with courage. They still mistake impulse 
for zeal. They still chase foolish passions, foolish controversies, foolish recognition, and 
foolish comparisons. Age does not sanctify the flesh. The flesh must be denied. Paul says 
flee. Do not feed those impulses and then call them personality. 



But again Paul does not stop with fleeing. He says, “but follow righteousness, faith, charity, 
peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart” (2 Timothy 2:22). That last 
phrase matters. Companionship matters. The man fleeing youthful lusts needs the right 
company. He must not run from lust and then join fools. He must follow righteousness with 
those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. Young men especially need to learn this. 
Your crowd shapes your direction. If you run with proud, carnal, contentious, lustful, 
worldly, unstable people, do not act shocked when their spirit gets into you. Flee youthful 
lusts, and follow with the right people. 

5. Some Temptations Are Defeated by Distance 

One of the great practical lessons in Paul’s commands is that some temptations are 
defeated by distance, not debate. That sounds too simple for proud people. They want a 
complicated answer because a complicated answer lets them stay close to the temptation 
while pretending to be thoughtful. They want to understand why the fire burns while 
keeping their hand in it. They want to study the serpent while letting it coil around their arm. 
They want to counsel with the devil and call it discernment. Paul says flee. Sometimes the 
spiritual answer is not another book, another conversation, another explanation, or 
another season of reflection. Sometimes the answer is distance. 

If fornication is the temptation, get out. If idolatry is the temptation, separate from the 
table. If covetousness and religious gain are the temptation, flee that spirit. If youthful lusts 
are stirring, get away from the fuel. Cut the access. End the conversation. Leave the room. 
Break the habit. Drop the friend group. Remove the app. Shut the screen. Stop listening to 
the music. Stop feeding the fantasy. Stop calling it weakness when it is rebellion. Stop 
calling it a struggle when you are making provision for the flesh. “Make not provision for the 
flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof” (Romans 13:14). Provision is what you set up ahead of time 
so the flesh can eat later. 

A lot of believers pray for victory while keeping the supply lines open. They ask God to 
deliver them from a sin while maintaining convenient access to it. They want strength, but 
not separation. They want purity, but not distance. They want holiness, but not disruption. 
That is not serious Christianity. If a man is serious, he will cut off what feeds the thing that 
is killing him. Jesus said if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and if thy right hand offend 
thee, cut it off. That is not literal self-mutilation. It is severe separation from what causes 
stumbling. A believer who will not create distance from known temptation is not fighting 
sin. He is negotiating with it. 

6. Fleeing Is Not Cowardice 



The devil loves to shame believers for fleeing. He whispers, “If you were really strong, you 
could handle this.” That is how fools get destroyed. Strength is not standing close to sin to 
prove a point. Strength is obeying God’s command. If God says flee, then the strong man 
runs. The coward is not the man who flees fornication. The coward is the man who is too 
proud to admit he is vulnerable. The coward is not the man who avoids the idol’s table. The 
coward is the man who fears being mocked more than he fears grieving God. The coward is 
not the man who cuts off a corrupt influence. The coward is the man who keeps it because 
he cannot bear the loss of pleasure. 

Joseph was not a coward when he fled Potiphar’s wife. He was courageous. He had the 
courage to lose his garment, reputation, and comfort rather than sin against God. Paul was 
not producing weak saints when he said flee. He was teaching soldiers how to survive. A 
soldier who refuses to retreat from a booby trap is not brave. He is dead. A man who walks 
into an ambush because he wants to appear fearless is not heroic. He is foolish. There are 
battles where the order is stand. There are temptations where the order is flee. Obedience 
determines courage, not appearance. 

This needs to be preached hard because the flesh loves heroic fantasies. A man imagines 
himself standing tall in temptation, quoting verses while the devil applauds his strength. 
Then he falls because he was standing where God told him not to stand. The Lord Jesus 
told His disciples to watch and pray that they enter not into temptation. He did not tell 
them to enter temptation and prove themselves. “The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh 
is weak” (Matthew 26:41). A man who believes that verse will not trust his flesh in a room 
with sin. He will flee when fleeing is commanded. 

7. Flee and Follow 

The final and most important balance is this: flee and follow. Paul says, “flee these things; 
and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness” (1 Timothy 
6:11). Again he says, “Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, charity, 
peace” (2 Timothy 2:22). The Christian life is not merely a list of things to avoid. It is a 
pursuit of the right things. A man who only flees without following may become empty, 
proud, bitter, and unstable. He may define himself only by what he is against. He may 
become separated from sin outwardly while inwardly full of self-righteousness. Paul gives 
both directions. Run from corruption. Chase righteousness. 

This is where many attempts at holiness fail. A man stops one sin but does not replace the 
appetite with a holy pursuit. He leaves one crowd but does not join himself to godly 
fellowship. He cuts off one influence but does not fill his mind with Scripture. He flees one 
table but does not sit at the Lord’s table in real fellowship. He creates distance from sin but 



does not cultivate nearness to God. The result is emptiness, and emptiness invites return. 
The unclean spirit in the Lord’s warning found the house empty, swept, and garnished, then 
returned with worse. Fleeing must be joined to following. 

Follow righteousness. That means do right before God. Follow godliness. That means 
cultivate reverence, devotion, and a life shaped by God. Follow faith. That means trust the 
Lord and His words over the flesh’s arguments. Follow love and charity. That means 
holiness must not turn you into a hard, loveless Pharisee. Follow patience. That means 
endure without quitting. Follow meekness. That means strength under control, not proud 
religious swagger. Follow peace with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart. That is 
the positive life after separation. The believer does not flee sin to become a spiritual statue. 
He flees sin to run after God. 

Conclusion 

“Flee from sin” is the practical climax of the doctrine of fleeing. Paul gathers the believer by 
the collar and says, “Flee fornication.” “Flee from idolatry.” “Flee these things.” “Flee also 
youthful lusts.” Those commands are not optional. They are not for weak saints only. They 
are for anyone living in a fleshly body in a fallen world. Some dangers are not handled by 
standing close, talking big, and pretending maturity. Some dangers must be escaped. The 
believer who refuses to flee when God says flee is not brave. He is disobedient. He is 
standing in the wrong place with Bible language in his mouth and pride in his heart. 

Fornication attacks the body and must be fled. Idolatry attacks worship and must be fled. 
Covetous religious gain attacks the man of God and must be fled. Youthful lusts attack the 
passions, ambition, and purity of the heart and must be fled. In every case, sin is not 
harmless. It is not a pet. It is not a toy. It is not a conversation partner. It is not an aesthetic. 
It is a destroyer. A believer who wants victory must stop making provision for the flesh and 
start taking God’s escape commands seriously. Distance from certain temptations is not 
legalism. It is obedience. 

But the final word is not merely flee. It is flee and follow. Run from corruption, then pursue 
righteousness. Run from lust, then pursue purity. Run from idolatry, then worship God in 
truth. Run from covetousness, then lay hold on eternal life. Run from youthful lusts, then 
follow faith, charity, and peace with the right kind of people. The Christian life is not empty 
separation. It is holy pursuit. The believer runs from sin because he has Someone better to 
run toward. He flees corruption because Christ is worth following. He leaves the devil’s 
table because the Lord’s fellowship is better. He turns his back on the flesh because the 
Spirit leads a better road. Flee from sin, and follow hard after God. 

 



20 of 20: The Doctrine of Fleeing: When Death Flees Away 

There is a final fleeing in the Bible that ought to make the blood run cold in every careless 
sinner, every religious hypocrite, every mocker, every rebel, every Christ-rejecting 
philosopher, every Bible-correcting scholar, every gospel-dodging church member, and 
every man who thinks he can keep postponing God until a more convenient season. 
Revelation 9:6 says, “And in those days shall men seek death, and shall not find it; and 
shall desire to die, and death shall flee from them.” That is one of the most terrifying 
sentences in the entire Bible. It is not poetic exaggeration. It is not a dark metaphor for 
emotional distress. It is prophetic judgment. Men will seek death and will not find it. They 
will desire to die, and death itself will flee from them. The thing men feared all their lives 
becomes the thing they seek, and God will not let them have it. That is a reversal so 
dreadful that no preacher should touch it lightly. 

All through this series we have watched men flee. Hagar fled wounded. Lot fled from 
Sodom. The manslayer fled to the city of refuge. Israel’s enemies fled before the Lord. The 
wicked fled when no man pursued. Nehemiah refused to flee when fear tried to move him. 
Jonah fled from the presence of the Lord. David fled unto God to hide him. John warned 
religious vipers to flee from the wrath to come. Those in Judea are commanded to flee 
under prophetic judgment. God’s people are told to flee out of Babylon. Paul tells believers 
to flee fornication, flee idolatry, flee these things, and flee youthful lusts. But now, at the 
end, the word turns inside out. Men who spent their lives fleeing God, fleeing truth, fleeing 
repentance, fleeing Scripture, fleeing conviction, fleeing righteousness, and fleeing the 
gospel will enter a judgment where even death flees from them. They ran from the only 
refuge, and then find no refuge left. 

This final essay must close the series with warning. There is mercy now. There is refuge 
now. There is blood now. There is a gospel now. There is a Saviour now. There is a Bible now. 
There is conviction now. There is preaching now. There is space to repent now. There is a 
city of refuge now in the Lord Jesus Christ. But Revelation 9:6 shows a time when men will 
want an escape and will not be granted one. They did not want God’s mercy, so they will 
face God’s judgment. They did not want eternal life, so they will seek death. They did not 
want the refuge God appointed, so they will discover that judgment has no back door. If a 
man refuses the refuge God provided, he may one day find there is no refuge left. 

1. Death Becomes the Thing Men Seek 

Death is usually the great fear of man. Men build entire lives trying not to think about it. 
They avoid the cemetery, change the subject, dye the hair, medicate the body, distract the 
mind, build wealth, chase pleasure, and hide behind laughter because death stands at the 



end of every road. Hebrews 9:27 says, “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but 
after this the judgment.” That appointment is on every man’s calendar whether he believes 
the Bible or not. He may deny it, mock it, postpone the thought, or drown it in noise, but he 
cannot cancel it. Death has followed Adam’s race like a shadow since Genesis 3. 

Yet Revelation 9:6 shows something worse than death. It shows men seeking death and 
being unable to find it. That means their suffering under judgment will be so terrible that the 
thing they feared becomes desirable. The escape they avoided thinking about becomes the 
escape they beg for. That is a horror beyond ordinary human imagination. Men who loved 
life without God will beg for death without receiving it. Men who thought judgment was a 
preacher’s scare tactic will live inside a judgment so severe that death seems like mercy. 
But mercy will not answer their demand. Death will flee. 

That verse ought to destroy the modern lie that judgment is casual, symbolic, harmless, or 
temporary discomfort. The Bible does not speak that way. Revelation does not give us a 
soft God frustrated by human choices. It gives us the holy God judging rebellion in time and 
space. Men who would not flee to Christ will seek an exit from wrath, but the exit will move 
away from them. This is not a sentimental passage. It is not designed to make men feel safe 
in unbelief. It is designed to show the terror of judgment when God removes ordinary 
escape. 

2. The World Flees God Before Death Flees Them 

Before death flees from men in Revelation 9, men spend their lives fleeing God. That is the 
pattern. They flee His words. They flee His Son. They flee His blood. They flee His 
preachers. They flee His conviction. They flee His light. They flee His commandments. They 
flee His warnings. They flee His gospel. They flee His Spirit dealing with them. They flee the 
cross because the cross tells them they are guilty. They flee the resurrection because the 
resurrection tells them Christ is Lord. They flee hell because hell tells them sin matters. 
They flee the King James Bible because it talks too plainly and cuts too deeply. They flee 
truth because truth will not flatter them. 

This running often looks sophisticated. A man calls it intellectual honesty when he is really 
running from the light. Another calls it religious tradition when he is really running from 
grace. Another calls it personal healing when he is really running from repentance. Another 
calls it deconstruction when he is really running from authority. Another calls it nuance 
when he is really running from plain doctrine. Another calls it love when he is really running 
from holiness. Another calls it liberty when he is really running toward bondage. The 
vocabulary changes, but the direction is the same. Away from God. 



But no man can run forever. The road ends. The laughter ends. The excuses end. The 
mocking ends. The delay ends. The clever arguments end. The religious fog ends. The self-
made morality ends. The little hiding places end. Then the man who fled God discovers that 
God did not move. He was there all along, patient, warning, calling, offering refuge, and 
recording the truth. Revelation 9:6 is one of the dreadful moments where men who would 
not seek God seek death instead. That is what sin does. It trains a man to desire the wrong 
escape. 

3. Judgment Can Remove Ordinary Mercy 

One of the most sobering truths in Revelation 9:6 is that God can remove ordinary mercy. 
Men are accustomed to certain mercies whether they acknowledge God or not. They 
breathe God’s air, eat God’s food, walk under God’s sun, sleep in bodies God sustains, and 
live in a world where death eventually ends earthly pain. Even death, terrible as it is, can 
function as a boundary to earthly suffering. But in Revelation 9, that boundary is withheld. 
Men seek death, and death flees. God removes the escape they assumed would always be 
available. 

This should silence the fool who says, “If things get too bad, I will just end it.” No, you will 
not. Not if God says otherwise. A man’s life is not finally in his own hands. He may boast 
now, but Revelation shows a time when men desire death and cannot obtain it. God can 
lock a man inside judgment. God can make the body continue under torment. God can 
suspend the normal expectation that death will arrive when summoned. The creature does 
not dictate terms to the Creator. The sinner does not control the courtroom. The rebel does 
not choose the boundaries of wrath. 

This is why mercy must be received when mercy is offered. Isaiah 55:6 says, “Seek ye the 
LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near.” That word “while” is one of 
the most important words in the verse. It means opportunity can be refused until 
opportunity is gone. It means nearness can be despised until distance becomes judgment. 
It means the open door is not something to play with. Men talk as though they can repent 
any time they please. The Bible says, “Boast not thyself of to morrow; for thou knowest not 
what a day may bring forth” (Proverbs 27:1). Revelation 9 shows men wanting an exit when 
God has not given one. 

4. Refused Refuge Leads to No Refuge 

Throughout this series, God’s mercy has been tied to refuge. The manslayer had a city. 
David had the Lord as his hiding place. The sinner has Christ. The command has been 
clear: flee in the right direction. Flee to the refuge God appointed. But what happens when 
men reject the refuge? Revelation 9 gives one answer: they enter a world of no refuge. They 



seek death, but death flees. They want escape, but escape will not come. They desire an 
end, but the end is denied. That is the terror of rejected mercy. The man who refused the 
open door may one day beat on a closed one. 

Noah’s generation had refuge. The ark was being prepared while Noah preached 
righteousness. But when the flood came and the door was shut, pounding on the outside 
did not open it. Lot’s sons in law were warned, but he seemed as one that mocked unto 
them. Then judgment fell. The cities of refuge existed for the manslayer, but if he refused to 
run there, the avenger could overtake him. John warned vipers to flee from the wrath to 
come. But a man who refuses to flee when warned has no right to accuse God when wrath 
arrives. God provided refuge before judgment. That is mercy. God closes refuge after 
rejection. That is judgment. 

Christ is the refuge now. “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble” 
(Psalm 46:1). “In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of 
sins” (Colossians 1:14). “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved” (Acts 
16:31). Those are not decorative verses. They are road signs to safety. The man who rejects 
Christ is not merely undecided. He is outside the refuge. If he remains there, he will 
eventually find that there is no other place to hide. Religion will not hide him. Philosophy 
will not hide him. Death will not hide him. The grave will not hide him. The mountains will 
not hide him. Christ is the refuge. Outside Him, there is no final shelter. 

5. Revelation Shows the End of Human Control 

Modern man worships control. He wants to control his body, identity, future, economy, 
environment, technology, morality, language, government, religion, and even death. He 
speaks as though he is sovereign because he can manipulate a few tools for a little while. 
Revelation tears that illusion to pieces. In Revelation 9:6, men cannot even control death. 
They seek it and cannot find it. They desire it, and it flees. The creature discovers that his 
presumed autonomy was a joke. He cannot command death. He cannot command life. He 
cannot command God. He cannot command judgment. He is a man, not the Almighty. 

That is what judgment often does. It shows man that the control he worshipped was 
borrowed permission. Pharaoh thought he controlled Israel until the plagues began. 
Nebuchadnezzar thought he controlled his empire until he ate grass like an ox. Belshazzar 
thought he controlled the feast until the handwriting appeared. Herod thought he 
controlled glory until worms ate him. Pilate thought he had power over Christ until the Lord 
told him he could have no power at all except it were given him from above. Men swagger 
under borrowed breath and mistake patience for permission. 



Revelation 9 is God showing the world who rules. Not kings. Not merchants. Not armies. 
Not scientists. Not priests. Not devils. Not death. God rules. Even death is not an 
independent power wandering around on its own schedule. Death operates under divine 
permission. If God says death flees, death flees. That should terrify the lost man and sober 
the saved man. The universe is not governed by man’s choices. It is governed by God’s 
throne. The only sane response is humility, faith, repentance, and flight to Christ. 

6. The Desire to Die Is Not Repentance 

Revelation 9:6 says men will seek death and desire to die, but that does not mean they 
repent. Pain can make a man want relief without making him want righteousness. Suffering 
can make a man cry for escape without making him bow to God. A sinner can hate 
consequences while still loving sin. Cain feared punishment but did not become righteous. 
Esau sought a lost blessing with tears but found no place of repentance. Judas felt remorse 
over innocent blood but did not flee to Christ for salvation. Men under judgment may want 
the torment to end without wanting God to rule over them. 

That is a necessary warning. Not every cry under pressure is repentance. Not every tear is 
faith. Not every fear of hell is love for Christ. Not every desire to escape judgment is 
conversion. True repentance turns toward God. True faith lays hold on Christ. A man may 
scream under pain and still hate the light. Revelation later shows men blaspheming God 
because of their pains and sores and repenting not of their deeds. That is how hard sin can 
make a heart. Judgment may expose rebellion without curing it. Only grace received rightly 
brings salvation. 

This is why the gospel must be preached now, before men are hardened beyond ordinary 
feeling. Today, conviction is mercy. Today, warning is mercy. Today, fear of God is mercy. 
Today, the preaching of hell is mercy if it drives a man to Christ. But a man must not 
mistake terror for salvation. The question is not merely, “Do you want to avoid judgment?” 
The question is, “Will you receive the Lord Jesus Christ?” The devils believe and tremble. 
Trembling is not enough. The sinner must flee to the Saviour. He must receive the blood, 
the cross, the resurrection, and the free gift of eternal life by faith. 

7. The Final Lesson Is Direction 

This entire series has been about direction. What does a man run from? What does he run 
to? Why does he run? Hagar ran from affliction. Lot ran from judgment. The manslayer ran 
to refuge. The enemies of the Lord ran before His presence. The wicked ran under guilt. The 
righteous stood when fear tried to move them. Jonah ran from duty. David ran to God. John 
warned men to run from wrath. Prophetic Jews in Judea are told to run to the mountains. 



God’s people are told to run out of Babylon. Believers are told to run from sin. And now 
Revelation 9 shows men seeking death while death runs from them. Direction is doctrine. 

The fool runs from the only One who can save him. The wise man runs to Him. The fool runs 
toward sin and away from Scripture. The wise man runs from sin and into the words of God. 
The fool runs from conviction. The wise man receives conviction as mercy. The fool runs 
from the preacher who tells the truth. The wise man thanks God for a warning. The fool runs 
into Babylon because the city is bright. The wise man runs out because God has spoken. 
The fool runs after lust because it promises pleasure. The wise man runs from it because 
God said flee. The fool runs all his life in the wrong direction, then seeks death when 
judgment closes in. That is the end of a wrong direction. 

The final lesson is clear: run to Christ now. Not later. Not after you have had your fill of sin. 
Not after Babylon burns. Not after the storm rises. Not after the door shuts. Not when 
judgment has already begun to remove escape routes. Now. “Behold, now is the accepted 
time; behold, now is the day of salvation” (2 Corinthians 6:2). The refuge is open now. The 
blood speaks now. The gospel is preached now. The Book is open now. The Spirit convicts 
now. The Saviour receives sinners now. Do not spend your life fleeing mercy and then cry 
for an escape when judgment has already arrived. 

Conclusion 

Revelation 9:6 is the dreadful final note of the doctrine of fleeing: “And in those days shall 
men seek death, and shall not find it; and shall desire to die, and death shall flee from 
them.” Men who would not flee to God will one day seek death and not find it. Men who 
would not receive mercy will experience judgment without the relief they desire. Men who 
would not enter the refuge will discover that every false refuge has collapsed. This verse is 
not written to entertain prophecy students. It is written to warn. God is holy. Sin is deadly. 
Wrath is real. Judgment can remove even the ordinary mercy of death. 

The great reversal is terrible. All their lives, men feared death. Then in judgment, they seek 
it. All their lives, they fled God. Then in judgment, they cannot flee His hand. All their lives, 
they ignored Scripture. Then Scripture unfolds around them. All their lives, they mocked 
preachers who warned them. Then the warnings become history. All their lives, they chose 
sin over the Saviour. Then they discover sin pays wages in full. Death itself flees away, and 
man is left under judgment with no exit of his own choosing. 

So the series ends where every true warning must end: flee to Christ. Flee from sin, but flee 
to Christ. Flee from wrath, but flee to Christ. Flee from Babylon, but flee to Christ. Flee from 
false religion, but flee to Christ. Flee from the pride that tells you there is plenty of time. 
Flee from the unbelief that says judgment will never come. Flee from the conscience-



searing voice that tells you to wait. The refuge is not death. The refuge is not religion. The 
refuge is not human strength. The refuge is not a last-minute escape route after God has 
shut the door. The refuge is the Lord Jesus Christ, crucified for sinners, buried, risen again, 
and mighty to save. If a man refuses that refuge, he may one day seek death and find that 
even death has fled away. 

 

 

Conclusion to the Series: The Doctrine of Fleeing 

After walking through all twenty lessons in The Doctrine of Fleeing, it becomes obvious 
that this little Bible word is much larger than it first appears. “Flee” is not just a word about 
running. It is a word about direction, discernment, fear, faith, danger, judgment, refuge, 
separation, obedience, and the condition of the heart. The study began with a simple 
observation from 1 Corinthians 10:14, “Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry,” 
but once the word was followed through Scripture, it opened into a full doctrinal map. We 
saw people fleeing from affliction, from judgment, from the sword, from wrath, from 
Babylon, from sin, and even from the presence of the Lord. We also saw men fleeing to 
refuge, fleeing unto God, and in some cases refusing to flee because standing was the 
command of the hour. 

The great lesson of the series is that the Bible does not treat all fleeing the same. That is 
what gives the study its strength. Sometimes fleeing is wisdom. Sometimes it is cowardice. 
Sometimes it is obedience. Sometimes it is rebellion. Sometimes it is survival. Sometimes 
it is unbelief. Sometimes it is the only faithful response to danger. Sometimes it would be a 
sin to move one inch. Joseph was right to flee from fornication. Nehemiah was right to 
refuse to flee from the wall. Lot was right to flee Sodom. Jonah was wrong to flee from the 
presence of the Lord. The manslayer was right to flee to the city of refuge. The hireling was 
wrong to flee when the wolf came. Paul was right to tell believers to flee youthful lusts. John 
the Baptist was right to warn religious vipers to flee from the wrath to come. The issue is not 
merely whether a man runs. The issue is what he runs from, what he runs to, and why he is 
running. 

That one principle ties the whole series together. A man’s movement reveals his master. 
The fool runs from God and toward sin. The wise man runs from sin and toward God. The 
wounded may run because life has pressed them beyond their strength. The guilty run 
because conscience has become a pursuer. The rebel runs because obedience has 
crossed his will. The faithful run to God because they know there is no hiding place like the 
Lord Himself. The compromised linger because their affections are tangled in the world. 



The righteous stand because God has made their duty clear. The hireling runs because he 
cares more for himself than for the sheep. The good Shepherd does not run at all. He gives 
His life for the sheep. 

One of the most beautiful things uncovered in this study is that God knows how to deal with 
different kinds of runners. He does not handle Hagar the way He handles Jonah. Hagar is a 
wounded woman fleeing affliction, and the Lord meets her in the wilderness with 
questions, instruction, promise, and the revelation, “Thou God seest me.” Jonah is a 
rebellious prophet fleeing duty, and the Lord sends a storm, a fish, and a painful path 
downward until the runaway prophet learns that no ship can remove a man from God’s 
government. That distinction matters. The Bible is not blunt where God is precise. Some 
runners need correction. Some need comfort. Some need both. Some need to be sent 
back. Some need to be stopped. Some need to be pulled out by mercy. Some need to be 
warned that the road they are on ends in judgment. 

The cities of refuge gave us one of the richest pictures in the series. There we learned that 
God does not merely command the guilty man to run. He appoints the place where he 
must run. The manslayer could not invent his own refuge. He had to flee where God said. 
That opened one of the clearest gospel pictures in the whole study. The sinner cannot hide 
in religion, works, sacraments, self-reform, family tradition, sincerity, or human excuses. 
He must flee to Christ, the refuge God appointed. The way had to be prepared so the 
manslayer could reach the city, and that gave us a powerful lesson about gospel clarity. If 
the road to refuge is cluttered with false gospels, corrupt religion, muddy preaching, or 
man-made conditions, souls are endangered. God appointed the refuge, and faithful men 
should clear the road, not block it. 

We also learned that fleeing often exposes the instability of earthly power. Kings flee. 
Armies flee. Cities flee. Mighty men flee. The sword reveals how fragile man’s confidence 
really is. Egypt looked strong until the Lord troubled the chariot wheels. Rehoboam had a 
throne until he had to hurry into his chariot and flee. The courageous among the mighty can 
flee away naked when God’s visitation comes. Babylon can shine with gold, commerce, 
religion, and power, but when God says flee out of her, the wise man does not stay and 
admire the architecture. This study reminded us that earthly systems look permanent only 
until God touches them. A kingdom, a city, a ministry, a religious empire, a commercial 
machine, or a worldly platform can seem untouchable, but if God has marked it for 
judgment, its fall is already written. 

A major lesson from the series is that fleeing must be governed by discernment. The same 
Bible that tells us to flee sin tells us not to flee from God-given duty. Nehemiah’s question, 
“Should such a man as I flee?” stands as one of the great balancing truths of the series. 



There are times when fear dresses itself as wisdom. There are times when safety sounds 
spiritual but is really a trap. There are times when religious language is used to move a 
servant of God off the wall. Nehemiah understood that fleeing into the temple to save his 
life would have ruined his testimony and damaged the work. He would not go in. That 
lesson is needed now. Some men call cowardice caution. Some call compromise balance. 
Some call silence love. Some call retreat humility. But when God has given a man a wall to 
build, a truth to preach, a flock to protect, or a duty to fulfill, fleeing may be sin. 

The study also forced us to consider conscience. Proverbs 28:1 gave one of the most 
searching truths: “The wicked flee when no man pursueth: but the righteous are bold as a 
lion.” Sin makes a runner inside a man. Adam hid in the trees. Cain became a fugitive. Saul 
ran inside his own crown, terrified of David because the Lord was with David and had 
departed from him. Judas could not live with the sound of innocent blood in his 
conscience. Wickedness does not make men strong. It makes them unstable. It makes 
them suspicious, defensive, restless, and afraid. A guilty conscience hears footsteps when 
no one is walking. But the righteous can stand bold, not because they are sinless in 
themselves, but because their confidence is in the Lord, their conscience is cleansed by 
the blood, and their feet are standing where God told them to stand. 

The Lord’s presence became another major thread. Jonah tried to flee from the presence of 
the Lord, but Psalm 139 answered him before the ship ever sailed: “Whither shall I go from 
thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence?” There is nowhere. That truth cuts both 
ways. For the rebel, God’s omnipresence is inescapable exposure. There is no darkness 
that hides sin from Him, no distance that removes the runner from Him, and no excuse that 
fools Him. But for the faithful, God’s omnipresence is inescapable comfort. There is no 
prison, sea, wilderness, sickbed, battlefield, grief, loneliness, or dark night where His hand 
cannot lead and His right hand cannot hold. The same presence that terrifies the rebel 
becomes the hiding place of the saint. 

David’s words, “I flee unto thee to hide me,” gave the positive heart of the series. That is the 
right kind of fleeing. The believer does not merely run away from trouble. He runs into God. 
He does not merely seek distance from the enemy. He seeks nearness to the Lord. That 
lesson may be one of the most practical of all. Many people want escape without 
surrender, relief without prayer, protection without fellowship, and safety without 
dependence. David shows something better. He turns enemy pressure into Godward 
movement. He does not worship the danger. He runs into the Lord as his refuge, fortress, 
shield, and hiding place. The safest place is not merely far from trouble. The safest place is 
near to God. 



The prophetic lessons also deepened the study. John the Baptist warned religious men to 
flee from the wrath to come, showing that religion without repentance cannot protect a 
man from judgment. Christ warned those in Judea to flee into the mountains when 
prophetic signs appear, showing that God gives specific instructions for specific times and 
that prophecy must be rightly divided. The command to flee out of Babylon showed 
separation from a doomed religious, political, commercial, and prophetic system. These 
lessons reminded us that fleeing is not always private and personal. Sometimes it is 
national. Sometimes it is prophetic. Sometimes it is tied to Israel, Jerusalem, Judea, the 
abomination of desolation, Babylon, and the final judgments of God. The Bible believer 
must handle those things carefully, not stealing Israel’s prophetic passages and making 
them vague church-age slogans, but also not missing the spiritual warnings they contain. 

The pastoral lessons were some of the most sobering. Jeremiah warned that the shepherds 
would have no way to flee, and the Lord Jesus said the hireling flees because he cares not 
for the sheep. That brought the doctrine of fleeing into the pulpit. A false shepherd may 
hide behind position, title, platform, money, reputation, denomination, charisma, or 
celebrity, but God knows how to remove every exit. The wolf reveals the difference between 
a shepherd and a hireling. The hireling leaves the sheep and flees. The good Shepherd gives 
His life for the sheep. That contrast puts every pastor, teacher, preacher, and ministry 
leader under the searching eye of God. The flock belongs to Christ. It must be fed, guarded, 
warned, and loved. A man who uses the sheep to feed himself will answer to the chief 
Shepherd. 

Then the series reached its practical climax with Paul’s commands to flee from sin. “Flee 
fornication.” “Flee from idolatry.” “Flee these things.” “Flee also youthful lusts.” Those 
commands are plain, and they cut through all modern excuses. Some temptations are 
defeated by distance, not debate. A man does not prove spiritual strength by standing close 
to what God told him to flee. He proves obedience by running. But Paul also gives the 
balance: flee and follow. Flee corruption, but follow righteousness. Flee youthful lusts, but 
follow faith, charity, and peace with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart. Biblical 
separation is not empty isolation. It is leaving the wrong thing so you can pursue the right 
thing. The believer does not merely run from sin. He runs after God. 

The final lesson, “When Death Flees Away,” brought the whole series to its most terrifying 
conclusion. Revelation 9:6 shows men seeking death and not finding it. They desire to die, 
and death flees from them. That is the final dreadful reversal. Men spend their lives fleeing 
God, fleeing Scripture, fleeing conviction, fleeing repentance, fleeing the gospel, fleeing 
righteousness, and fleeing Christ. Then judgment comes, and even death flees from them. 
The thing men feared becomes the thing they seek, and God does not allow them to find it. 



That final study warned us that if a man refuses the refuge God provided, he may one day 
find that there is no refuge left. 

So what have we learned? We have learned that “flee” is a Bible word with weight. It is not 
accidental. It is not shallow. It is not filler. It is a word that reveals the whole moral direction 
of a man’s life. We have learned that the important question is not merely, “Are you 
running?” but “What are you running from, what are you running to, and why?” We have 
learned that a man can run in faith or run in rebellion. He can run to God or away from Him. 
He can flee sin or flee duty. He can flee to refuge or flee into judgment. He can flee from the 
wolf or stand between the wolf and the sheep. He can flee from Babylon or build a home in 
a doomed system. Direction matters. 

This study should leave us with a deeper appreciation for the precision of the King James 
Bible and the way Scripture opens when we follow its words carefully. One word can carry a 
trail from Genesis to Revelation. One word can connect Hagar, Lot, Moses, David, 
Nehemiah, Jonah, John the Baptist, Paul, the Lord Jesus Christ, Babylon, the cities of 
refuge, the hireling, the shepherds, the tribulation, and Revelation’s final judgments. That is 
not coincidence. That is the richness of the Book. The Holy Ghost uses words with purpose. 
When we compare spiritual things with spiritual, line upon line and precept upon precept, 
little words become doorways into great doctrines. 

The conclusion of the whole matter is this: flee in the direction God commands. If God says 
flee from sin, run. If God says flee from idolatry, do not linger at the idol’s table. If God says 
flee youthful lusts, do not pretend you are strong enough to keep them as pets. If God says 
flee out of Babylon, do not build your future in a system He has already sentenced. If God 
says flee to refuge, do not invent your own hiding place. If God says stand, do not let fear 
drag you off the wall. If God calls you to shepherd, do not flee when the wolf comes. And if 
God calls you through the gospel, do not flee from His mercy. Flee to Christ. 

The safest direction a man can ever run is toward the Lord Jesus Christ. He is the refuge for 
the guilty, the hiding place for the weary, the good Shepherd for the sheep, the Saviour from 
wrath, the deliverer from sin, and the only shelter before judgment falls. Every false refuge 
will fail. Every Babylon will burn. Every hireling will be exposed. Every wicked conscience 
will be uncovered. Every proud enemy will scatter when God arises. Every man outside 
Christ will learn too late that there is nowhere to hide. But the soul that flees to Christ finds 
mercy, safety, forgiveness, righteousness, and eternal life. That is the final lesson of the 
doctrine of fleeing: run from everything God tells you to leave, stand where God tells you to 
stand, and above all, flee to Christ and live. 

 



 

 

 


