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Series Introduction: Foundations That Stand

We are living in an age that is obsessed with surfaces and almost blind to foundations. Men
are experts at polishing walls, decorating facades, strengthening appearances, and
manufacturing the feeling of stability while the whole structure underneath is cracking,
shifting, or rotting out from under them. That is true in politics, in culture, in homes, in
churches, in personal lives, and in false religion. People spend their strength trying to make
things look established, sound established, and feel established, while rarely asking the
deeper and more dangerous question. What is this thing actually resting on? The Bible
never makes that mistake. Scripture is always driving downward. It is always pressing
below the visible layer, below the public language, below the performance, below the
organization, below the emotions, below the reputation, below the institution, and below
the noise to get to the one issue that finally matters. What lies underneath? The Lord is not
impressed with glitter if the base is sand. He is not comforted by crowds if the footing is
false. He is not deceived by momentum if the foundation is crooked. And He is certainly not
going to judge a structure by the way it looked in fair weather. He is going to judge it by what
it stood on when the storm beat against it.

That is why the doctrine of foundations is so powerful and so neglected. It is not a side
study for people who enjoy architectural metaphors in the Bible. It is one of the great
unifying themes of Scripture. God lays the foundations of the earth. God speaks of the
foundations of the mountains. God reveals what happens when foundations are
discovered, shaken, destroyed, or exposed. God promises a foundation stone in Zion. Paul
says, “For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ” (1
Corinthians 3:11). The believer is warned to take heed how he buildeth thereupon (1
Corinthians 3:10). The foundation of God standeth sure (2 Timothy 2:19). Abraham looked
for a city which hath foundations (Hebrews 11:10). And at the end of the Book, the holy city
comes down from God out of heaven, and the wall of that city has twelve foundations
garnished with precious stones (Revelation 21:14, 19). That is not random language
scattered through the Bible by accident. That is the Holy Ghost tracing a line from creation
to redemption to judgment to eternity, showing again and again that the deepestissue is
never merely what men are building, but what they are building on.

This series, Foundations That Stand, is meant to follow that line all the way through. Itis
meant to get below the wallpaper and into the concrete. It is meant to challenge the lies of
this age that tell men they can stand on anything they please as long as the structure looks
good enough from a distance. It is meant to show that Jesus Christ is not merely part of the
Christian life, but the very base of it, the only foundation laid by God for salvation, truth,
assurance, and eternal hope. It is meant to expose the fraud of false foundations that



flatter the flesh, whether those foundations are church tradition, human performance,
emotional experience, outward religion, social respectability, institutional loyalty, or
worldly strength. It is meant to show that some foundations are discovered only when the
pressure comes, some are shaken when God moves, some are destroyed by rebellion, and
some stand forever because God Himself laid them. In a world full of weak walls and
trembling systems, believers need to know what cannot be shaken.

So this series will move deliberately from the person of Jesus Christ as the only foundation
into the broader biblical world of foundations as Scripture unfolds them. We will consider
Christ as the precious cornerstone, the eternal purpose of God before the foundation of the
world, the foundations of the earth, the destruction of foundations in culture and doctrine,
the call to build on Christ with materials that survive the fire, the exposure of false
foundations, the certainty that the foundation of God standeth sure, the discovery of rotten
foundations in judgment, the shaking of creaturely foundations, the hope of a city which
hath foundations, and finally the eternal foundations of the New Jerusalem. Each essay is
designed to press the heart, not merely inform the mind. The pointis not to admire biblical
imagery from a safe distance. The pointis to force the question on every reader. What is
underneath your life, your beliefs, your ministry, your home, your hopes, and your eternity?

The answer to that question changes everything. If the foundation is wrong, nothing above
it can ever finally be made right. A crooked roof can be repaired. A cracked wall can be
rebuilt. A stained room can be cleaned. A weak structure can be reinforced in places. But if
the foundation is false, then all the visible work above it is only a delay of collapse. That is
why false religion is so dangerous. It can keep men busy for years while never bringing them
to the Rock. It can give them vocabulary without life, reform without regeneration, activity
without truth, and confidence without Christ. The same principle applies to churches,
ministries, nations, and individuals. Some things hold together outwardly for a long time,
not because they are sound, but because the final storm has not hit them yet. Then when
God allows the pressure, what was hidden gets revealed. The wall comes down, and the
foundation is discovered. One of the great mercies of God is that He often exposes bad
foundations before eternity makes the exposure final.

But this series is not only a warning. It is also meant to be deeply strengthening for the child
of God. The Bible does not merely tell us what collapses. It tells us what stands. It tells us
that the foundation of God standeth sure. It tells us that the believer is standing on Jesus
Christ, the sure foundation laid in Zion. It tells us that created foundations can shake, but
Christ cannot. It tells us that what God builds will endure when everything else burns. It
tells us that the saints of God have always been looking beyond the temporary to the
permanent, beyond tents to the city, beyond earthly arrangements to eternal realities. And



it tells us that the story ends, notin ruin, but in glory, with a city that hath foundations,
whose builder and maker is God. That means the Christian life is not an attempt to survive
on uncertain ground. It is a call to stand on what God has laid, build wisely upon it, reject
everything false, and live with your eyes fixed on what lasts.

That is what Foundations That Stand is about. It is about truth under pressure. It is about
certainty in a confused age. Itis about Christ as the only foundation and every rival
foundation brought into judgment. It is about how God builds, what God exposes, what
God shakes, what God preserves, and what God brings to eternal completion. It is about
the difference between what men call stable and what God says will stand. And in an hour
when almost everything visible seems to be sliding, wobbling, or collapsing, there is hardly
a more necessary subject to set before the people of God. The storm is already beating on
the walls. This is the time to know what lies beneath them.

1 of 12: Foundations That Stand - The Only Foundation

Jesus Christ is not an optional addition to the Christian life. He is not the polished steeple
on the top of the church house while something else is holding up the walls. He is not a
nice thought for Sunday morning, a sentimental figure for Christmas cards, or a religious
mascot for people who still want to talk spiritual while living like pagans the rest of the
week. He is the foundation. He is the thing under the thing. He is the base under the
structure, the stone under the weight, the settled ground under everything God ever builds
for eternity. That is why Paul said with the clarity of a man who had no intention of flattering
anybody, “For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ” (1
Corinthians 3:11). That verse does not leave room for speculation, compromise, revision,
or ecumenical nonsense. God did not lay twelve foundations for twelve temperaments. He
laid one. And that one is a Person.

The trouble with this generation is that it likes the language of Christianity without the
exclusiveness of Jesus Christ. Men want grace, but not His blood. They want blessing, but
not His lordship. They want church, but not truth. They want spirituality, but not Scripture.
They want the vocabulary of Zion with the appetite of Sodom. So they start trying to build
with substitutes. One man rests on his baptism. Another rests on his church membership.
Another rests on his moral improvement. Another rests on his feelings. Another rests on a
family tradition. Another rests on a denominational label. Another rests on how long he has
been in ministry. Another rests on what crowd he runs with. Another rests on his own
righteousness, which God already compared to filthy rags in Isaiah 64:6. Then when the



storm comes, and it always comes, the whole painted religious structure starts splitting at
the seams because what was underneath it was never solid to begin with.

This is why the doctrine of the foundation is not a side issue. It is the issue under every
otherissue. If the foundation is wrong, the building is wrong before the roof is ever framed.
You can hang stained glass in the windows, you can pipe music through the sound system,
you can print doctrinal statements, you can hold conferences, publish books, and gather
crowds, but if the foundation is wrong, the whole thing is a polished disaster. The Christian
life is not sustained by sentiment, image, personality, or performance. It stands only
because God Himself laid down the only foundation that can carry the full weight of
salvation, truth, holiness, assurance, ministry, and eternal hope. And that foundation is
Jesus Christ. So this first essay in the series must put the footing where it belongs. Before
you talk about walls, windows, labor, reward, endurance, or judgment, you had better settle
what lies underneath the whole structure. If you miss Christ there, nothing above Him will
ever be right.

1. The Foundation Is God’s Work, Not Man’s Idea

The first thing that needs to be settled is that a foundation in the Bible is not fundamentally
a human invention. Men may recognize it, build on it, align to it, or ignore it, but they do not
create it. Foundations in Scripture are laid by God. Job was asked, “Where wast thou when |
laid the foundations of the earth?” (Job 38:4). The psalmist said to the Lord, “Of old hast
thou laid the foundation of the earth” (Psalm 102:25). Isaiah records the Lord saying, “Mine
hand also hath laid the foundation of the earth” (Isaiah 48:13). So when you come to 1
Corinthians 3:11 and read, “For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is
Jesus Christ,” you are not reading about a religious concept that men discovered by trial
and error. You are reading about something God Himself laid down and fixed in place.

That means the Christian faith does not begin with man reaching up to God. It begins with
God laying down in His Son the only basis on which man can ever come to Him. That
destroys human pride right at the start. Religion always wants a hand in the foundation.
Human nature wants some brick down there with its fingerprint on it. It wants a sacrament,
a ritual, a ceremony, a law, a pedigree, or a work it can point to and say, “That is part of what
holds me up.” The flesh hates a foundation it did not lay because the flesh wants to boast.
But the Holy Ghost closed the whole discussion before it started. “Other foundation can no
man lay than thatis laid.” Not “should.” Not “ought.” “Can.” God did not merely forbid
another foundation. He rendered every other attempt impossible in the court of heaven.

This is why gospel preaching must stay centered where God centered it. Paul said he laid
the foundation as a wise masterbuilder, yet in the same breath he says the foundation is



Jesus Christ. That means a preacher lays the foundation ministerially by preaching Christ,
but he does not create that foundation doctrinally or redemptively. He points men to what
God already laid. He does not save them. He does not hold them up. He does not make the
ground firm. He simply brings sinners down to the Stone God has already putin place. That
should keep every true minister humble and every true believer clear-headed. Your
salvation is not resting on the preacher who introduced you to Christ. It is resting on Christ.
Your eternity is not resting on the church building where you heard the gospel. It is resting
on Christ. Your peace is not resting on the eloquence of the sermon or the sincerity of the
invitation. Itis resting on Christ. God laid the foundation. The rest of us had better stop
acting like we are the engineers of eternity.

2. Jesus Christ Is Not Part of the Building, He Is Under the Building

A great many people talk as if Jesus Christ were one feature of Christianity among many.
They have Christ, doctrine, church, prayer, ministry, holiness, fellowship, hope, and
service, as if all of those things were separate beams sitting beside each other in a spiritual
warehouse. That is not how the Bible presents Him. He is not merely one brick in the wall.
He is the foundation under the whole structure. Take Him away and the whole thing comes
down. Prayer means nothing apart from Him because access to God comes through Him.
Doctrine means nothing apart from Him because all truth centers in Him. Salvation means
nothing apart from Him because He purchased it by His blood. Hope means nothing apart
from Him because He is our life and coming glory. Eternal security means nothing apart
from Him because the believer is accepted in the Beloved and kept by the power of God in
Christ. The church itself is not an independent institution that merely honors Christ as its
founder. It is built upon Him.

That is why Paul’s wording is so severe. He does not say Christ is one acceptable
foundation among a variety of valid spiritual bases. He says there is no other. That means if
a man rests on personal morality, he is lost. If he rests on water baptism, he is lost. If he
rests on church authority, he is lost. If he rests on his prayer life, he is lost. If he rests on his
emotional experience, he is lost. If he rests on his ability to hold out, he is lost. If he rests on
Jesus Christ plus anything else, he has moved off the foundation and onto a mixture, and a
mixture will not hold a man in the judgment. “Neither is there salvation in any other” (Acts
4:12). “For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ
Jesus” (1 Timothy 2:5). That is not harsh. That is mercifully plain.

This also means you cannot properly understand the Christian life by starting with yourself.
Modern preaching is full of man-centered talk. How to feel better. How to think better. How
to do better. How to achieve more. How to unlock your purpose. How to become the best
version of yourself. That kind of preaching starts with the wallpaper and ignores the slab.



The Christian life begins with what God laid in Christ, not what you can decorate with your
personality. The man who starts with himself will always end up trying to support
Christianity with fleshly props. The man who starts with Christ begins where the whole
structure begins. “For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christin God” (Colossians 3:3).
The old man wants to be central. The Holy Ghost says Christ is central because Christis
foundational. The question is not whether Jesus can be included in your life plan. The
question is whether your whole life has been put down on the only foundation God
recognizes.

3. The Foundation Was Promised Long Before It Was Preached

This truth did not suddenly appear in 1 Corinthians like an apostolic novelty. God had
already announced it in prophecy. Isaiah said, “Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold,
I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure
foundation” (Isaiah 28:16). There it is, plain as day. God said He would lay it. God said it
would be a stone. God said it would be tried. God said it would be precious. God said it
would be sure. The New Testament did not invent Christ as the foundation. It identified Him
as the one God had already promised. That means when Paul said Jesus Christis the
foundation, he was not being poetic. He was declaring the fulfillment of what God had laid
out centuries earlier.

Notice also the quality of that foundation stone. It is “tried.” That is important. The church is
not resting on an untested theory. It is resting on One who has been tried in every way. He
was tried by temptation in the wilderness and came out sinless. He was tried by
contradiction from sinners and did not fail. He was tried by betrayal from a familiar friend.
He was tried in false accusation, illegal judgment, scourging, mockery, and crucifixion. He
was tried under the full burden of the sin of the world and exhausted the wrath of God
againstit. He was tried by death itself and rose the third day. If you want a foundation, there
is none like that. Men build their souls on feelings that change before lunch. God tells you
to stand on a tried stone that survived hell’s full assault.

And itis a “sure foundation.” Not a probable foundation. Not a negotiable foundation. Not a
foundation under review by theologians with too much time and too little Bible. A sure
foundation. That means the weakest believer standing on Christ is standing on something
surer than the strongest religious man standing on works. The trembling sinner who has
nothing in his hand but faith in the blood of Jesus is resting on more solid ground than the
polished churchman with fifty years of tradition under his arm and no new birth in his soul.
God did not ask you to invent a foundation. He asked you to believe on the one He laid. “He
that believeth on him shall not be confounded” (1 Peter 2:6). The world is full of



confounded religion because it is full of people trying to make certainty out of things God
never told them to stand on.

4. The Church Cannot Improve on the Foundation

One of the maddest things in religious history is the repeated attempt by churches to act as
if they can improve on what God already laid. Men come along and say Christ is the
foundation, yes, but you also need the church’s sacramental system. Christis the
foundation, yes, but you also need apostolic succession as they define it. Christis the
foundation, yes, but you also need denominational loyalty, liturgical continuity, mystical
experience, social justice activism, or some fresh move of God they conveniently control
from headquarters. That is what the flesh always does. It says “yes” to Christ with one side
of its mouth and then slips a wheelbarrow load of rubble onto the footing with the other.
But 1 Corinthians 3:11 does not allow add-ons at the base. You may build on the
foundation. You may not improve the foundation.

This confusion often happens because men do not distinguish between the foundation and
the superstructure. The church is built on Christ, but the church is not the foundation.
Doctrine is built on Christ, but doctrine is not the foundation. Spiritual experience flows
from Christ, but experience is not the foundation. Good works should grow out of union
with Christ, but good works are not the foundation. Even faith, precious as itis, is not the
foundation in the ultimate sense. Christ is. Faith is the hand that receives Him, not the
stone that bears the weight. If you mix those categories, you will either turn the church into
anidol, turn doctrine into a dead system, turn experience into a tyrant, or turn works into a
counterfeit savior. The Holy Ghost settled the order. Jesus Christ first, underneath,
supporting all.

This is why Paul in Ephesians 2:20 can say believers are “built upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone.” There is no
contradiction there with 1 Corinthians 3:11. The apostles and prophets are foundational in
the sense that God used them to lay down the doctrinal revelation by which the church is
established. But even there, Jesus Christ Himself is central and decisive. The revelation is
about Him. The apostles preached Him. The prophets pointed toward Him. The whole Bible
converges on Him. So no church, no council, no preacher, no movement, and no tradition
gets the right to stand where only Christ can stand. If your religion needs something under
Jesus Christ to hold it up, it is already damned at the bottom. God never told men to repair
the foundation. He told them to build on the one He laid and tremble before the privilege.

5. False Foundations Always Appeal to the Flesh



If Jesus Christ is the only foundation, why do so many people miss Him? Because false
foundations flatter something in man that the true foundation crucifies. Christ leaves no
room for boasting. “Where is boasting then? It is excluded” (Romans 3:27). If a man stands
on Christ alone, then he has nothing to brag about except the grace of God. The flesh hates
that arrangement. The flesh wants something it can point to. It wants a record, a ritual, a
performance, a distinction, a badge, a heritage, a feeling, or a suffering it can wave around
and say, “This is why | am secure.” That is why human religion produces endless
substitutes. Sacraments appeal to the flesh because they are visible and manageable.
Tradition appeals to the flesh because it gives a man a tribe to hide in. Personal morality
appeals to the flesh because it lets a sinner compare himself with worse sinners and feel
righteous. Emotional experience appeals to the flesh because it lets feeling overrule
Scripture. Human works appeal to the flesh because they let man co-author his own
salvation.

Jesus Christ cuts all of that to ribbons. He says you are ruined without Him. He says your
righteousness cannot save you. He says your works cannot justify you. He says your
religion cannot regenerate you. He says your feelings cannot anchor you. He says your
lineage cannot redeem you. He says your church cannot die for you. He says your tears
cannot wash away sin. He says your obedience cannot erase the record against you. He
says only His blood can do that. The flesh hears that and gets angry because the flesh
would rather build a collapsing palace on human pride than kneel like a beggar on the rock
of grace. That is why the preaching of Christ crucified has always offended religious people
more than open rebels. The drunkard knows he is a wreck. The churchman thinks he is a
contractor.

Our Lord put it plainly in Luke 6:48-49. One man “digged deep, and laid the foundation on a
rock,” and another built “without a foundation.” The second man is not described as less
active, less ambitious, or less outwardly successful. He built too. The difference was
underneath. That is where the issue always is. Plenty of people build spiritual-looking lives
without a foundation. They hold religious opinions, use Bible words, attend services, and
maintain a respectable image, but they have never dug down through self-righteousness,
religious vanity, inherited assumptions, and fleshly confidence until they came to rest
wholly upon Christ. When the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently upon that house,
and immediately it fell. That is not because Christ failed. That is because a sinner can
spend a lifetime decorating a structure that was never resting on the only foundation in the
first place.

6. The Right Foundation Produces the Right Building



Once a manis on the right foundation, the next issue is what kind of structure rises from it.
Paul moves immediately from the foundation to the materials laid upon it. “Now if any man
build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble” (1 Corinthians
3:12). That means a true foundation should produce a certain kind of building. If Jesus
Christis underneath a life, there should be something above that corresponds to Him. Not
perfection in the flesh, but reality. Not sinless performance, but genuine fruit. Not empty
talk, but spiritual substance. A foundation is proven by what it can support. Christ supports
truth, holiness, endurance, love of Scripture, separation from evil, gospel labor, and eternal
fruit. The problem with modern churchianity is that it wants the security of the foundation
without the seriousness of the building.

This is where confusion has to be cleared up carefully. The foundation is not your works.
Your works do not keep you saved. Your labors do not become the footing under your soul.
Christ remains the foundation alone. But a man who has truly been put down on that
foundation will not be content to spend his life stacking hay on top of gold. He will want
what he builds to match the One he stands on. If Jesus Christ is the foundation, then
doctrine matters. Holiness matters. Motives matter. Truth matters. Faithfulness matters. A
clean conscience matters. A reverent fear of God matters. The judgment seat of Christ
matters. The whole point is not merely to start right, but to build in a way that honors the
One who bears the weight of the whole structure. Grace is not permission to build trash.
Grace is the divine favor by which a man is put on the right foundation and then enabled to
labor meaningfully upon it.

That is why this first essay has to define the whole series sharply. Foundations matter
because everything else depends on them. The reason people build crooked lives, crooked
ministries, crooked doctrines, and crooked churches is because they either rejected Christ
as the foundation altogether or else treated Him as a slogan while resting practically on
something else. Right footing produces right alighment. Wrong footing guarantees
distortion sooner or later. You can conceal a bad foundation for a while with architecture,
but you cannot defeat gravity. In the spiritual realm, gravity is the truth of God. A man may
defy it for a season, but it will collect its debt in the end. If the foundation is Christ, then the
whole building has a chance to be true. If it is anything else, then every improvement made
afterward is only a more expensive way to collapse.

7. Eternal Things Rest Only on Christ

The final thing that must be seen in this opening essay is that God builds many things in
Scripture, but everything eternal centers in His Son. The world itself has foundations. God
laid them. “Who laid the foundations of the earth, that it should not be removed for ever”
(Psalm 104:5). There are references to the foundation of the world, to the foundations of



the earth, and to the foundations of the New Jerusalem. But when God deals with
salvation, the church, and eternal acceptance before Him, He narrows the whole issue
down to Christ. Creation rests on divine power. Redemption rests on the person and work
of Jesus Christ. The eternal city shines with foundations of beauty and permanence in
Revelation 21, but none of that glory exists apart from the Lamb who redeemed the citizens
of that city. So while Scripture can speak in different senses about different foundations,
the only foundation upon which a sinner can stand righteous before God is Jesus Christ.

This is where eternal security becomes precious. The believer is not secure because he is
strong. He is secure because the foundation is sure. “Nevertheless the foundation of God
standeth sure” (2 Timothy 2:19). If your security depended on your consistency, you would
be lost by supper time. If it depended on your emotions, you would be up one day and down
the next. If it depended on your ability to understand every verse perfectly, none of us
would sleep at night. But the believer’s standing with God is anchored in Christ. He is
accepted “in the beloved” (Ephesians 1:6). He is complete “in him” (Colossians 2:10). He is
preserved because the One underneath him does not shift, rot, crack, or erode. The
Christian may stagger in experience, but he stands on an unchanging foundation in
position.

That should not make a man careless. It should make him grateful, sober, and deeply loyal
to the One who holds him up. The right response to standing on Christ is not sloppiness but
reverence. Not laziness but love. Not loose living but thankful obedience. “Let every one
that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity” (2 Timothy 2:19). Why? Because if He
is the foundation, then everything built on Him should honor Him. Eternity itself will reveal
the difference between what God built on Christ and what man built on himself. Every false
foundation will crack. Every substitute will fail. Every proud system will be shown for the
painted wall it was. But the soul that stood on Jesus Christ will find that the Stone God laid
was enough all along. Not almost enough. Enough. More than enough. The only foundation.

The conclusion of the matter is plain enough for a child and deep enough to occupy the
church until the trumpet sounds. Jesus Christ is the only foundation God has laid for
salvation, for the church, for doctrine, for hope, for assurance, and for anything that will
survive into eternity. That is not denominational narrowness. That is biblical reality. Men
may call it too strict, too exclusive, too old-fashioned, or too dogmatic, but all they are
really complaining about is the fact that God did not ask their opinion before He laid the
foundation. He laid His Son in Zion as the stone, the cornerstone, the sure foundation, and
then told the world to believe on Him. The issue is settled in heaven whether men applaud
it or not.



That means every man reading this ought to stop fooling around with secondhand props
and ask himself what he is really standing on. Not what he says on Sunday. Not what label
he uses in public. Not what crowd he runs with. What is underneath him when the lights go
out and he is alone with God? Is it Christ alone, crucified, buried, risen again, and trusted
by faith? Or is it some blend of churchiness, family religion, sentiment, self-improvement,
moral effort, and borrowed talk? Because a bad foundation does not become good
because it has Bible vocabulary painted on top of it. A lie does not become truth because it
learned the language of the saints. If the foundation is not Jesus Christ, then the house is
already lost, no matter how nice the curtains look.

So let this first essay lay down the footing for the whole series. Foundations matter
because the whole building depends on them. And the first and greatest truth is that there
is only one. “For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ” (1
Corinthians 3:11). You can fight that verse, dodge that verse, redefine that verse, or try to
decorate around that verse, but when the fire falls, when the flood rises, when the walls
split, and when eternity strips every disguise off every structure men ever built, that verse
will still be standing exactly where God put it. The foundation is not the church. The
foundation is not your performance. The foundation is not your feelings. The foundation is
not your tradition. The foundation is Jesus Christ. Get that right, and everything else can
finally be built right. Get that wrong, and nothing else will ever be right no matter how long
you spend trying to fix the roof.

2 of 12: Foundations That Stand - The Precious Cornerstone

The Lord Jesus Christ is not only the foundation under the house, He is the stone that sets
the whole house in line. A man can say “foundation” and think only of support, only of
weight-bearing strength, only of what is beneath the structure. That is true as far as it goes,
but the Bible goes farther. God did not merely lay down a base and then leave the rest of the
structure to the whims of men, denominations, councils, traditions, personalities, and
theological hobbyhorses. He laid a cornerstone. That means He fixed the line, the angle,
the measure, and the standard for everything that would ever be built on that foundation.
Isaiah 28:16 says, “Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, | lay in Zion for a foundation
a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation.” Ephesians 2:20 says
believers are “built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself
being the chief corner stone.” So the same Christ who bears the weight of the building also
determines whether the building is straight.



That is where religious people get themselves in a mess. They will allow Jesus Christ to be
honored in theory as the foundation while refusing Him in practice as the cornerstone. They
will sing about Him, preach about Him, put His name on the sign out front, and make Him
the subject of slogans and seasonal decorations, but when it comes to doctrine, worship,
ministry, conduct, authority, and truth, they start measuring by something else. They
measure by church tradition, by religious history, by what the crowd likes, by emotional
effect, by philosophical systems, by whatever the culture will tolerate, or by the opinions of
scholars who have more degrees than faith. The result is a crooked building with “Jesus”
stamped on the front of it. The foundation is confessed with the lips, but the cornerstone
has been ignored in the actual line of construction. That is why so much of what is called
Christianity today is out of square. The names are right, but the angles are wrong.

The point of this essay is plain. Jesus Christ is not only the basis of salvation, but the
standard for everything built on salvation. He is not only the one who holds up the
structure, but the one by whom the structure is measured. If the church is out of line with
Him, the church is wrong. If the ministry is out of line with Him, the ministry is wrong. If the
doctrine is out of line with Him, the doctrine is wrong. If the worship is out of line with Him,
the worship is wrong. If the life is out of line with Him, the life is wrong. The issue is not
whether a thing appears religious, emotional, successful, traditional, academic, or widely
accepted. The issue is whether it lines up with Jesus Christ as He is revealed in the word of
God. A building can look impressive and still be dangerous if it is built crooked. And
spiritual crookedness does not become holy because a choir sings while the walls lean.

1. The Cornerstone Is God’s Appointed Standard

When God said in Isaiah 28:16, “Behold, | lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone,
a precious corner stone, a sure foundation,” He was not giving Israel a poetic image for a
greeting card. He was announcing His own appointed standard. The cornerstone in ancient
construction was not decorative fluff. It was not some little carved ornament placed where
people could admire it and then move on. It was the controlling stone. It set the direction of
the walls. It established the angle. It governed the symmetry. If the cornerstone was right
and the builders respected it, the structure came out true. If the builders ignored it, the
whole job was off. So when God says Christ is the cornerstone, He is saying Christ is His
fixed measure for what is true, straight, and acceptable.

That truth immediately shatters the arrogance of men who think the church has the right to
define Christianity independent of Christ’s words. The cornerstone is not the church. The
cornerstone is not a council. The cornerstone is not a confession drafted by menin a
heated room after a week of arguments and coffee. The cornerstone is not a theological
system. The cornerstone is not a denomination’s favorite pet doctrine. It is Jesus Christ



Himself. That means all secondary measurements have to come back to Him. The apostles
and prophets were foundational in that God used them to record revelation, but even there,
Ephesians 2:20 still says, “Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone.” The revelation
of the apostles and prophets does not rival Him. It points to Him, rests on Him, and takes
its whole meaning from Him.

This is one of the great protections against religious madness. Men are incurably prone to
substitute an institution for Christ. They do itin Romanism, in Protestantism, in
fundamentalism, in Pentecostalism, in Calvinism, in Arminianism, in independent camps,
in liturgical camps, and in every other camp men set up and decorate. They say they are
following Jesus, but practically they are lining the whole structure up by a party line, a hero,
a seminary, a network, or a tradition. Once that happens, the building begins to drift. It may
drift slowly, but it drifts. The only way to keep the thing straight is to come back again and
again to the stone God laid and ask whether what is being built actually lines up with Him.
That is not extremism. That is basic construction.

2. Jesus Christ Is a Tried Stone and Therefore a Trustworthy Standard

Isaiah did not merely call Him a cornerstone. He called Him a “tried stone.” That is an
enormous comfort because it means the church is not being measured by something
fragile, theoretical, or untested. Christ has been tried. He was tried in obscurity, tried in
temptation, tried in contradiction, tried in poverty, tried in betrayal, tried under false
accusation, tried before rulers, tried under scourging, tried under mockery, tried under
crucifixion, tried under the burden of sin, tried in death, and tried in the grave. He came
through every test without crack, flaw, collapse, or corruption. Men can safely line up with
Him because He has already endured every strain that would shatter lesser standards.

The world’s standards are always shifting because the world’s standards are never tried
deeply enough to reveal their weakness until damage is already done. Philosophy sounds
impressive until it meets a deathbed. Psychology sounds sophisticated until it faces guilt.
Politics sounds powerful until kingdoms shake. Ritual sounds sacred until the conscience
wakes up. Emotionalism sounds spiritual until the feelings dry up. But Christ was tried in
the worst conditions hell could produce and came forth as pure as He was when He went
in. That is why God can say He is not only the cornerstone but the “sure foundation.” Men
line up by trends and get crooked because trends are not stones. Men line up by
personalities and get ruined because personalities crack. Men line up by institutions and
get burned because institutions decay. But a tried stone is safe for alignment.

This is why believers should never apologize for measuring everything by Jesus Christ and
His words. You are not measuring by a weak reed. You are not measuring by some



sentimental image of Jesus invented by modern preachers who want Him soft enough to fit
every agenda. You are measuring by the Son of God who withstood Satan in the wilderness,
answered hypocrites without error, fulfilled every jot and tittle of prophecy, bore the wrath
of God without rebellion, and rose bodily from the dead. If that Stone cannot be trusted as
the fixed line, then nothing can. The problem is not that Christ is too strict as a measure.
The problem is that men love crooked walls and resent the Stone that proves they are
crooked.

3. The Cornerstone Governs Doctrine

A cornerstone does not merely support a building. It governs how the structure is laid out.
That is exactly what Jesus Christ does in the realm of doctrine. The line of truth is set by
Him. “For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily” (Colossians 2:9). “l am the
way, the truth, and the life” (John 14:6). Not one way among many, not one truth stream
among several traditions, but the truth. That means doctrine that does not line up with
Christ is false doctrine, no matter how elegantly it is framed or how long it has been
circulating in religious history. If Christis the cornerstone, then everything from soteriology
to sanctification to worship to ministry must be checked against Him.

This is where many doctrinal systems go wrong. They begin with a favorite framework and
then force Christ into it afterward. Some start with a church system and interpret Christ
through it. Some start with sacraments and interpret Christ through them. Some start with
election as their controlling obsession and filter every verse through that lens whether it fits
or not. Some start with signs and wonders, or kingdom theory, or social action, or law-
keeping, or the traditions of the fathers. Then they drag Jesus into the system as a
supporting actor instead of letting Him be the cornerstone that establishes the whole line.
That is why you can hear preaching full of Christ-language and still detect something
crooked in it. The names are right, but the centerline is not.

The correct order is the other way around. Christ first. Christ central. Christ determining the
line. If a doctrine makes Him less than He is, it is false. If a doctrine adds to what He
finished, itis false. If a doctrine robs Him of His sufficiency, it is false. If a doctrine uses His
name while undermining His words, it is false. If a doctrine speaks much of spirituality
while shifting authority away from His revealed truth in Scripture, it is false. The church is
not allowed to create doctrine according to its needs. It is required to bow to the Stone God
laid. One reason so much doctrine is distorted today is because men want Christ as
foundation for salvation but not as cornerstone for truth. They want Him to save them while
someone else tells them how to think. God never authorized that arrangement.

4. The Cornerstone Governs Worship



Worship is another place where the significance of the cornerstone becomes painfully
practical. A church may claim Christ as its foundation while conducting worship in a way
that has little or nothing to do with Him as the governing measure. Worship then becomes
man-centered, entertainment-driven, sensation-based, performance-heavy, and
Scripture-light. It becomes a place where the crowd is coddled, the flesh is pleased, the
atmosphere is manipulated, and Christ is thanked politely for allowing it all to happen. That
is not worship lined up with the cornerstone. That is a religious event leaning badly off the
angle while everybody smiles and says how blessed they felt.

The Lord Jesus said, “God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit
and in truth” (John 4:24). There is the line. Not spirit without truth. Not truth without spirit.
Not emotion without reverence. Not ritual without reality. Not excitement without doctrine.
Christ as cornerstone governs worship by determining what kind of worship is acceptable.
Worship that contradicts His truth is not redeemed by its intensity. Worship that ignores His
holiness is not sanctified by its musical quality. Worship that sidelines His word is not
made spiritual by its emotional impact. If Christ is the cornerstone, then worship must line
up with what He is, what He says, and what He deserves.

This is why so much modern worship is religiously crooked. It may be polished, moving,
dramatic, and crowd-pleasing, but if it puts man at the center, if it treats the assembly like
an audience, if it minimizes Scripture, if it turns holiness into mood, if it replaces truth with
atmosphere, then it is out of line with the cornerstone. Churches often defend such
worship by saying people are getting saved or touched or helped. But numbers, noise, and
excitement are not measuring tools. The cornerstone is. Nadab and Abihu offered strange
fire and got an answer from God that was hotter than the fire they brought. A thing can be
sincere and still be wrong. If worship does not line up with Jesus Christ, itis off, no matter
how emotional the room becomes.

5. The Cornerstone Governs Ministry

Ministry also has to be brought under the rule of the cornerstone. There is a great deal done
in the name of Christian ministry that is actually built according to angles Christ never set.
Men build ministries around personality, visibility, influence, revenue, branding, crowd-
growth, or controversy. Then they sprinkle enough Jesus-language over it to make the thing
sound spiritual. But a ministry can say “Lord, Lord” and still be crooked from the base to
the roof. Christ as cornerstone means the line of ministry has to be taken from Him. “The
Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for
many” (Matthew 20:28). That is the spirit of the Stone. Humility. Service. Truth. Sacrifice.
Obedience to the Father. Faithfulness without self-exaltation.



When Christ governs ministry, the ministry becomes truth-driven instead of vanity-driven. It
becomes service-oriented instead of celebrity-oriented. It becomes cross-conscious
instead of applause-addicted. It becomes governed by Scripture instead of strategy
meetings from the corporate world. It becomes willing to be faithful without being
fashionable. That is why Paul could say, “For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the
Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus’ sake” (2 Corinthians 4:5). The minute a man
starts preaching himself, building around himself, protecting his own image, and treating
the work of God like a stage for his own importance, he has moved out of line with the
cornerstone. He may still talk about Christ as the foundation of salvation, but he is no
longer building ministry according to Christ as the standard.

That is one reason the judgment seat of Christ will be such a rude awakening for many
religious workers. Some men built straight and some built crooked, and the difference will
not be determined by crowd size, online influence, donations, book sales, or applause. It
will be determined by whether the work actually lined up with Christ. A ministry may
succeed in worldly terms and fail in heavenly terms. It may look symmetrical on a screen
and be spiritually twisted from God’s view. If Christ is the cornerstone, then ministry must
be measured by His truth, His humility, His cross, His purity, and His glory. Anything else is
just construction work on a bad angle.

6. The Cornerstone Governs Holiness and Conduct

The Christian life is not just a saved soul sitting on a foundation while the rest of the life is
arranged according to personal taste. Christ as cornerstone means He sets the moral line
too. “He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked” (1
John 2:6). That does not mean sinless perfection in the flesh. It means the life is to be
aligned with Him. His words govern conduct. His holiness governs separation. His mind
governs attitude. His truth governs choices. The man who claims Christ as foundation and
then lives by the standards of the world is like a builder saying the cornerstone is honored
while laying every course out of square. It is hypocrisy in the shape of architecture.

This is why the New Testament repeatedly ties doctrine and life together. Men want to
separate them because the flesh likes to believe right while living wrong. But the Stone
under the building and the Stone setting the angle are the same Stone. You do not get
Christ for pardon and then someone else for moral guidance. “Learn of me” (Matthew
11:29). “Take my yoke upon you” (Matthew 11:29). “If ye love me, keep my commandments”
(John 14:15). Holiness is not some optional advanced feature for unusually serious
believers. It is what happens when the courses of a life are actually laid in line with the
cornerstone. Not perfectly, because the flesh fights, but really, because grace works.



When churches stop measuring conduct by Christ, they end up with one of two
perversions. Either they produce harsh legalism built on man-made rules, or they produce
careless looseness baptized in the language of grace. Both are crooked. Legalism is
crooked because it often replaces Christ’s holiness with a checklist of human traditions.
Looseness is crooked because it treats Christ’s mercy as permission to ignore His words.
Theright line is set by Jesus Christ Himself. He is full of grace and truth (John 1:14). Not
grace without truth and not truth without grace. So the Christian life must be laid against
Him. A church that preaches Christ as foundation while excusing worldliness in practice is
building crooked. A church that preaches strictness without Christ’s spiritis also building
crooked. The cornerstone does not allow either distortion.

7. A Building Out of Line Is Still Out of Line, No Matter How Religious It Looks

One of the great deceits of religion is that appearance can hide misalignment for a while. A
building can have polished stone, decorated windows, fine music, trained speakers,
organized ceremonies, and decades of history behind it, and still be out of square. From a
distance it may even look majestic. But if the cornerstone was ignored, the structure is off
whether the crowd notices or not. That is why our Lord was so severe with the religious
leaders of His day. They were whitewashed tombs. They had the appearance, but the line
was wrong. They honored God with their lips while their heart was far from Him (Matthew
15:8). They had religion, but not alignment.

That same problem continues now. Churches say “Jesus” constantly while building their
beliefs, practices, and culture by something other than Jesus Christ. Some line up
everything by tradition. Some by trends. Some by the market. Some by emotional response.
Some by academic respectability. Some by denominational loyalty. Some by political
ideology. Some by the demands of the age. Then when somebody points back to Christ and
His words as the fixed line, they say he is too rigid or too narrow. Well, of course he is
narrow if he is using a cornerstone. Lines are narrow. Angles are exact. Measurements are
not vague because religious people enjoy ambiguity. A builder who says two crooked walls
are close enough should not be allowed near a sanctuary, much less a soul.

The finalissue is not how sincere the builders were, how many approved, or how long the
building stood. The finalissue is whether it lined up with Jesus Christ. That is why this
doctrine is so searching. It does not let any of us hide behind the name of Christ while
refusing the standard of Christ. It asks whether our doctrine lines up with Him, whether our
worship lines up with Him, whether our ministry lines up with Him, whether our conduct
lines up with Him, and whether our church lines up with Him. The cornerstone is precious
because itis Christ, but it is also dangerous to the flesh because it exposes every crooked
wall that men would prefer to excuse. Men often say they want Jesus, but what they usually



mean is they want a foundation that keeps them out of hell without becoming a
cornerstone that tells them how to build.

The conclusion is as plain as a plumb line dropped against a leaning wall. Jesus Christ is
not only the one foundation laid by God, He is the precious cornerstone that sets the line
for everything built on that foundation. Isaiah 28:16 and Ephesians 2:20 together show that
Christ is beneath the building and beside the building. He bears the weight and He
establishes the measure. He is the basis of salvation and the standard of truth. That means
Christianity is not merely resting on Him at the bottom while improvising above Him at the
top. True Christianity is aligned to Him from base to roof. Everything must line up with Him
oritis off.

That truth should correct a great deal of religious confusion in one stroke. A church may
preach Christ and still be crooked if its doctrine is out of line with His word. A ministry may
name Christ and still be crooked if it is built on vanity and self-promotion. A worship service
may sing about Christ and still be crooked if it centers on emotion rather than truth. A
believer may profess Christ and still be crooked if the life is aligned to the world instead of
the Lord. The issue is not whether Christ is mentioned. The issue is whether Christ is the
stone by which the whole thing is measured. Lip service to the cornerstone is worthless if
the courses are laid by another rule.

So let every man, every church, every preacher, every teacher, and every believer come
back to the Stone God laid in Zion. Let every wall be checked against Him. Let every angle
be corrected by Him. Let every crooked course be repented of where it has drifted from
Him. The building that honors Him as foundation but ignores Him as cornerstone will not
remain true. But the life, church, doctrine, and ministry that line up with Jesus Christ will
stand because the line was taken from the right Stone to begin with. He is the precious
cornerstone. And in a world full of leaning walls and painted facades, that is precious
indeed.

3 of 12: Foundations That Stand - Before the Foundation

There are some phrases in your Bible that ought to stop you in your tracks and make you put
the brakes on every shallow thought you ever had about God. One of those phrases is
“before the foundation of the world.” That expression is not there to give scholars
something to juggle in a seminary classroom while they sip coffee and try to impress one
another with Greek terms they barely understand. It is there to open a window into the
eternal mind of God and show you that redemption in Jesus Christ was not some divine



emergency patch after Adam sinned. It was not Plan B. It was not God scrambling after the
fall to come up with a rescue scheme because man messed up Eden. Before the first grain
of dust was formed, before the deep had a shoreline, before the stars were hung like lamps
in the heavens, before the earth had foundations, God had already centered His saving
purpose in His Son. That will put steel in your faith if you will let it.

Most people live as if everything starts with what they can see. They think history starts in
Genesis 1:1, and in one sense it does, because “In the beginning God created the heaven
and the earth” (Genesis 1:1). But God did not begin in Genesis 1:1. Christ did not begin in
Bethlehem. Redemption did not begin at Calvary in the sense of first entering the mind of
God there. The blood was shed in time, but the purpose behind it was rooted in eternity.
Jesus said to the Father, “for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world” (John
17:24). Paul said believers were chosen in Christ “before the foundation of the world”
(Ephesians 1:4). Peter said Christ “was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but
was manifest in these last times for you” (1 Peter 1:20). Revelation speaks of “the Lamb
slain from the foundation of the world” (Revelation 13:8). That means before the world ever
had a base under it, redemption already had a center, and that center was Jesus Christ.

That truth changes everything. It means your salvation is not tied to a temporary movement
in history, not tied to the rise and fall of nations, not tied to the survival of institutions, and
not tied to your ability to keep yourself together in the flesh. Itis tied to something older
than the mountains, older than the seas, older than the stars, older than Adam, older than
sin in human history, older than the foundations of the earth. Itis tied to the eternal
purpose of God in His Son. That is why the devil hates this doctrine. He wants men living in
the realm of the visible, the temporary, the emotional, and the historical only. God wants
you to know that the ground under your redemption was fixed before the earth had ground
under it. The church is not hanging by a thread in the middle of a confused universe. Itis
resting on a purpose settled before time began. That is enough to make a Bible believer
shout even if the entire religious world around him is still fumbling with the blueprints.

1. Before the World, There Was the Father and the Son

The first thing that stands out in this subject is that before there was ever a world to
discuss, there was already fellowship in the Godhead. Jesus said in John 17:24, “for thou
lovedst me before the foundation of the world.” That verse is one of the most profound
statements in all of Scripture. Before the earth had a foundation, before angels sang over
creation, before man was formed from the dust, the Father loved the Son. That means
ultimate reality is not matter, not energy, not atoms, not evolution, not blind chance, and
not some impersonal cosmic force cooked up by pagan philosophers with too much
imagination and too little revelation. Ultimate reality is the living God in eternal fullness,



and at the center of that fullness is the relationship between the Father and the Son. That
ought to destroy every cheap view of Christ that tries to reduce Him to a mere teacher,
prophet, moral example, or created being.

The Son was not an afterthought in the mind of God. He was not a later development in
divine history. He did not come into being at the virgin birth. He did not begin when Mary
conceived. He did not become important when He started preaching. He was loved by the
Father before the foundation of the world. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1). That means the whole Christian faith
begins with the eternal Christ, not merely the earthly Christ. Bethlehem is glorious, but
Bethlehem was manifestation, not origin. Calvary is central, but Calvary was
accomplishment in time, not first conception in eternity. The Son stood in eternal relation
to the Father before there was a universe to redeem.

That matters because if Christ is eternal, then redemption rooted in Him has eternal weight
behind it. If He were only a late figure in a temporary religious movement, then salvation
would be as shaky as the movement that produced Him. But He is the Son loved before the
foundation of the world. So when the gospel comes to you, it is not inviting you into a
passing trend. It is bringing you into contact with the eternal Son who stood in the love of
the Father before time began. The devil wants Jesus Christ shrunk down to a historical
figure only, because then he can treat Christianity like one more episode in world religion.
The Bible lifts Him out of that cheap frame and shows you the Son in glory before the earth
had a floor under it.

2. Before the Foundation, God Chose Believers in Christ

Ephesians 1:4 says, “According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the
world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love.” There is enough in that
one verse to wreck every shallow sermon ever preached about salvation as though it were
merely God reacting to events on the earth. Notice the wording carefully. The choice is “in
him.” Not in church membership. Not in denominational identity. Not in family heritage. Not
in religious performance. Not in moral achievement. In Him. Before the foundation of the
world, God’s saving purpose was centered in Jesus Christ. That does not exalt man. It
exalts Christ. It shows that the chosen sphere of all spiritual blessing is not a human
system but the Son of God Himself.

The verse also shows that this purpose had holiness in view. Men often discuss these
truths like they are arguing over pieces on a theological chessboard. But the text says
believers were chosen in Christ “that we should be holy and without blame before him in
love.” That means God’s eternal purpose was not only to rescue sinners from hell, but to



conform them ultimately to the moral beauty of His Son. Redemption is not a slapdash
pardon tacked onto a corrupt life with no design behind it. It is part of an eternal purpose to
take those who were dead in trespasses and sins and bring them into a standing and
destiny that reflects Christ Himself. Before the world had foundations, God had already
marked out a purpose in Christ that would end in holiness and acceptance before Him.

That gives enormous security to the believer. If salvation were rooted merely in something
that began in time, then everything in time could threaten it. But when Paul says believers
were chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world, he is showing you that the church
is tied into something older than creation itself. The church is not a historical accident. It is
not God improvising after Israel stumbled. It is not some temporary patch in a broken plan.
Itis connected to an eternal purpose in Christ. That does not mean the church existed as a
manifested body before Pentecost in the historical sense. It means the purpose behind her
redemption and acceptance was settled in the mind of God before the world began. So
when a believer stands in Christ, he stands in a purpose older than Adam and stronger than
the ages.

3. Before the Foundation, Christ Was Foreordained

First Peter 1:20 says of Christ, “Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the
world, but was manifest in these last times for you.” That verse is dynamite. It tells you
plainly that the Lord Jesus Christ, in His redemptive role, was foreordained before the
foundation of the world. Again, that destroys the foolish notion that Calvary was a divine
emergency repair. The cross was not God scrambling after man’s sin caught Him off guard.
The Lamb was not selected in panic. Christ was foreordained before the foundation of the
world. That means before the first star ever shone, before the first bird ever flew, before the
first drop of dew ever settled on Eden’s grass, God had already fixed His Son as the center
of the saving purpose.

Now watch the balance in the verse. Peter says Christ was foreordained before the
foundation of the world, “but was manifest in these last times for you.” There is the
distinction between eternal purpose and historical manifestation. Men get into trouble
when they blur those lines. The purpose is eternal. The manifestation is in time. God did not
start thinking about Christ in Matthew. He revealed in Matthew what He had already
purposed before the world began. That is why prophecy works. That is why types and
shadows work. That is why the sacrifices point somewhere. That is why the whole Old
Testament can move toward Christ with such precision. The plan did not evolve gradually
like human ideas evolve. It was already settled in the mind of God and then unveiled in
stages.



This should give the believer tremendous confidence in the coherence of Scripture. The
Bible is not a pile of disconnected religious documents clumsily edited together by
confused men. Itis one Book moving along one line toward one Person according to one
eternal purpose. Genesis points toward Him. The Passover points toward Him. The
priesthood points toward Him. The tabernacle points toward Him. The throne points toward
Him. The prophets point toward Him. The gospels reveal Him. The epistles explain Him.
Revelation glorifies Him. That is because before the foundation of the world the whole
redemptive line was already fixed in Him. The architect had the building in mind before the
foundation trench was ever cut in history.

4. Before the Foundation, the Lamb Was Already the Center

Revelation 13:8 speaks of “the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the
world.” Whatever discussions men want to have about the exact force of the phrase in
relation to the book or the slaying, the verse plainly ties the Lamb and redemptive purpose
to the very foundation of the world. Combined with the other passages, the pointis
unmistakable. As soon as the world had foundations laid beneath it, the redemptive
identity of the Lamb was already the settled center in the purpose of God. The world did not
move forward on one track while redemption was figured out later on another. Creation and
redemption were never strangers in the mind of God. The One through whom the world was
made was also the One through whom sinners would be redeemed.

That is a staggering thought. The hand that laid the foundation of the earth was the hand
that would be pierced. The voice that said, “Let there be light” was the voice that would cry,
“Itis finished” (John 19:30). The One by whom all things consist is the One who would bear
sin in His own body on the tree (Colossians 1:17; 1 Peter 2:24). So the cross is not an
interruption of God’s majesty. It is one of the greatest unveilings of it. Men think the
humiliation of Christ makes Him smaller. The Bible shows it makes Him more glorious,
because it reveals that the Creator Himself entered His creation to accomplish a
redemption rooted in eternal counsel before that creation ever stood.

This also shows why no other foundation can be laid. If redemption was centered in the
Lamb from the foundation of the world, then all substitute systems are laughable.
Sacramentalism is too late. Religious tradition is too late. Human merit is too late. Church
authority is too late. Philosophical ethics are too late. Denominational systems are too late.
The Lamb was already central before the world had even settled into place. So when men
come along two thousand years after Calvary and act as though they have finally
discovered the real basis of spiritual security in rituals, institutions, or human effort, they
only prove how blind religion can make a man. God settled the center long before men
started building towers of babble in His name.



5. The Foundations of Creation and the Foundation of Redemption Are Not the Same
Thing

This subject also helps us make an important distinction. The Bible speaks about the
foundations of the earth. Job 38:4 says, “Where wast thou when | laid the foundations of
the earth?” Psalm 104:5 says, “Who laid the foundations of the earth, that it should not be
removed for ever.” Isaiah 48:13 says, “Mine hand also hath laid the foundation of the earth.”
Those verses deal with creation. They refer to the physical framework and established
order of the world God made. But when Scripture speaks of Christ as the foundation, or of
God’s purpose in Christ before the foundation of the world, it is dealing with redemption.
Creation and redemption are related, but they are not identical. One concerns the making
of the world. The other concerns the saving of sinners within that world.

That distinction matters because some people read “foundation” everywhere and mash
every verse together until they lose the line entirely. The foundations of the earth speak of
God'’s creative power, wisdom, and sovereignty. The foundation in Christ speaks of God’s
saving purpose, spiritual building, and eternal acceptance. God laid the foundations of the
earth in power. God purposed redemption in Christ before that earth ever had foundations.
So the physical world has a beginning point in creation, but the redemptive purpose tied to
Christ reaches back behind that beginning in the eternal counsel of God. In plain language,
the stage was built in time, but the script centering on the Lamb was already in the Author’s
mind before the stage went up.

This gives a believer a broader and deeper view of the Bible. Creation is not ultimate in the
sense of being the oldest thing in the discussion. God is older. Christ is older. The eternal
purpose in Christis older. That means salvation is not hanging off the edge of creation as a
secondary concern. Itis rooted in eternity and then manifested in creation. The universe is
not the biggest thing there is. God’s purpose in Christ is bigger. That is why the saints can
lose earthly things and still remain anchored. The visible order is not the oldest or strongest
reality. The purpose of God in Christ is. If the foundations of the earth shake, the purpose in
Christ does not shake. If the world passes away, the One foreordained before its foundation
remains.

6. The Church Is Rooted in Eternity, Not Merely in History

One of the great practical results of this doctrine is that it keeps the church from being
viewed as some recent religious development that happened to arise in the stream of
history like a political movement or a philosophical school. In history, the church is
manifested in time, and there are definite moments in the unfolding of revelation that must
be rightly divided. But the purpose behind the church’s redemption and acceptance is not



recent at all. Ephesians 1:4 anchors believers in Christ before the foundation of the world.
That means the church is not some historical improvisation. The body may be manifested
in time, but the saving purpose behind it was rooted in eternity before the world was
framed.

That keeps a Bible believer from being rattled by the rise and fall of visible institutions.
Churches can apostatize. Denominations can collapse. seminaries can corrupt the faith.
Bible colleges can turn soft. Movements can go liberal. Religious leaders can fail. Famous
ministries can go down in scandal. But the church in its true spiritual sense is not resting on
those things anyway. It is resting in Christ according to a purpose older than the world. The
saints are not ultimately tied to an earthly machinery. They are tied to the eternal purpose
of God in His Son. That is why the gates of hell shall not prevail against the church Christis
building (Matthew 16:18). Men confuse the scaffolding with the building. God is looking at a
work tied to His Son from before the world began.

It also means the believer should stop acting like he belongs to some little sect that started
with a favorite teacher in recent centuries. A Bible believer is connected to something far
older than his local church history, his denominational background, or his preferred
theological tradition. He is connected to the eternal purpose of God in Christ. That should
produce humility and confidence at the same time. Humility, because none of us invented
this thing. Confidence, because none of us can destroy what God rooted in His Son before
the world had foundations. You did not join a fad when you got saved. You were brought into
a purpose older than the stars. That ought to cure a lot of panic and a lot of pride in one
stroke.

7. Salvation Rooted Before the Foundation Gives the Believer Strong Assurance

When a man begins to see that redemption in Christ was purposed before the foundation
of the world, it stabilizes him. So many Christians live as though salvation is some fragile
arrangement that might come apart if they stumble too hard, feel too low, or face too much
opposition. They act like God was reluctant to save them in the first place and may be
looking for an excuse to change His mind. But if the whole matter is rooted in an eternal
purpose in Christ before the foundation of the world, then salvation is not a nervous
experiment. It is the outworking in time of something God settled before time. That does
not make a man careless. It makes him grateful and settled.

The believer’s assurance is not based on the age of his emotions but on the age of God’s
purpose. Your feelings are young and unstable. God’s purpose in Christis ancient and
fixed. Your obedience fluctuates. God’s counsel stands. Your understanding grows slowly.
God knew exactly what He intended before the world began. That is why Paul can say in



Romans 8:30, “Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he
called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.” The chain is
rooted in God’s purpose, not in your performance. That is why salvation is secure. The One
who planned redemption before the foundation of the world is not going to lose the plot
halfway through your life because you found out you still have flesh.

At the same time, this doctrine destroys the casual spirit that treats grace lightly. If God
purposed redemption in Christ before the foundation of the world, then salvation is no
trifle. It is not a cheap little transaction to get a sinner out of trouble while he keeps living
for himself. It is the manifestation in time of an eternal purpose centered in the Son of God.
That means grace is glorious, costly, holy, and weighty. You were not thrown a lifeline by
chance. You were brought into something that stood in the mind of God before the earth
had foundations. A man who sees that will not cheapen salvation. He will bow under it,
rejoice in it, and want his whole life to line up with the Christ in whom it was purposed.

The conclusion of the matter is enough to make every child of God look up and every
religious fake feel very small. Before the world had foundations, before the earth had
corners, before the mountains were settled, before the sea received its decree, before
history started ticking along in visible form, the Father loved the Son, believers were chosen
in Christ, and the Lamb stood at the center of God’s redemptive purpose. Jesus Christ was
no afterthought. Calvary was no divine improvisation. The church is no late accident in the
machinery of time. Everything God would do in redemption was already centered in His
Son before the foundation of the world.

That means the believer’s hope is older than creation. Think about that. The world you see
had a beginning. The purpose of your redemption in Christ reaches back before that
beginning. The earth has foundations. Your salvation is tied to something prior to those
foundations. The stars are ancient to human eyes, but the purpose of God in Christis older
than the stars. This is why a saint can walk through a collapsing age and still remain steady.
He is not tied merely to the visible order. He belongs to an eternal purpose in the Son of
God. If men would get hold of that, they would stop living like Christianity is a hobby and
start living like they have been brought into something that began in the counsel of God
before time.

So let this third essay drive the stake down deep. Before the foundation of the world, Christ
already stood at the center of redemption. The Father loved Him, the purpose was fixed in
Him, believers were chosen in Him, and the Lamb was already the answer before the
question ever arose in history. That is the kind of doctrine that puts granite in a man’s soul.
The world may wobble, the age may darken, churches may compromise, and men may lose
their minds chasing every new religious fashion that comes along, but a Bible believer can



stand and say with perfect confidence that his salvation rests in a Christ who was
foreordained before the foundation of the world. That is not a weak foundation. Thatis a
foundation that reaches back beyond the foundations of the earth themselves.

4 of 12: Foundations That Stand - The Foundations of the Earth

One of the great curses on this generation is that it lives on God’s earth while denying God’s
hand in it. Men breathe His air, drink His water, walk on His ground, live under His heavens,
and then use the brain He gave them to explain Him away. That is not intelligence. That is
treason with a diploma. The Bible does not treat the earth as a cosmic accident, a self-
generating machine, or a random collection of matter bumping around until it accidentally
produced beauty, order, conscience, law, language, morality, and the ability to write college
textbooks against the Creator. Scripture treats the earth as something built. Job 38:4 says,
“Where wast thou when | laid the foundations of the earth?” Psalm 104:5 says, “Who laid
the foundations of the earth, that it should not be removed for ever.” Isaiah 48:13 says,
“Mine hand also hath laid the foundation of the earth.” Hebrews 1:10 says of the Son, “And,
Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth.” That is not vague poetry.
That is divine architecture.

The world is not suspended on chaos. It is established by the wisdom, order, and authority
of God. A foundation means intention. A foundation means design. A foundation means
someone knew what was being built before the visible structure appeared. Nobody in his
right mind walks past a carefully laid foundation with straight lines, measured angles, and
ordered proportions and says, “Looks like an explosion happened here.” But modern man
looks at the heavens declaring the glory of God, the seas obeying their bounds, the
seasons marching in order, the human frame operating with terrifying complexity, and the
moral instinct that convicts him when he lies, and then says, “No Builder here.” He would
not say that about a doghouse, but he says it about the universe. Sin makes a man stupid in
very selective ways.

This essay must drive home something that the world hates and the church has grown lazy
about. The One who laid the physical foundations of the earth is the very One who laid the
spiritual foundation in Zion. The Creator is the Redeemer. The hand that formed the earth is
the hand that was pierced for sinners. The Lord who measured the waters in the hollow of
His hand is the Lord who said, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and |
will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). Creation and redemption are not two disconnected
projects carried out by different powers or different gods. They are two mighty works of the



same God through the same Christ. That means if a man rejects the Creator, he is not
merely making a scientific mistake. He is cutting the moral and spiritual ground out from
under himself. Once the foundations of creation are denied, every other foundation starts
to wobble right behind it.

1. God Laid the Foundations of the Earth

The Bible opens with a sentence that wipes out half the libraries of modern unbelief before
they ever get written. “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth” (Genesis
1:1). That means the universe is not self-existent. It is not eternal in the material sense. It is
not autonomous. It came from God. Later Scripture adds the language of foundations to
that act of creation. Job 38:4 says, “Where wast thou when | laid the foundations of the
earth?” That question was directed at Job, but it lands with just as much force on every
modern skeptic who thinks he has enough light to lecture the Creator. Where were you?
You were nowhere. You had no counsel to give, no measurements to offer, no wisdom to
contribute, and no authority to challenge the Builder. The question alone should humble
the whole race.

Psalm 102:25 says, “Of old hast thou laid the foundation of the earth: and the heavens are
the work of thy hands.” Psalm 104:5 says, “Who laid the foundations of the earth, that it
should not be removed for ever.” Isaiah 48:13 says, “Mine hand also hath laid the
foundation of the earth, and my right hand hath spanned the heavens.” Those verses are
not merely affirming that God made things. They are affirming that He established them.
The earth is not floating in purposeless instability. It has foundations because God built it
according to wisdom and power. A foundation is what gives stability, order, and continuity
to what is built upon it. So when God speaks of laying the foundations of the earth, He is
declaring His sovereignty over the whole created order from base to boundary.

This should cure the believer of nervousness when the world starts talking like it is in
control of itself. God never surrendered ownership of what He made. Men can pass laws
against Him, schools can mock Him, governments can ignore Him, and professors can
write their thin little theories against Him, but the earth is still standing on the foundations
He laid. The creature has not taken the throne from the Creator. “The earth is the LORD’S,
and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein” (Psalm 24:1). That means
the Christian does not look at the world as a runaway machine. He looks at it as a created
realm still resting under divine authority. The Builder has not disappeared just because the
tenants started cursing His name.

2. Creation Displays Divine Wisdom, Order, and Authority



A foundation does not just speak of power. It speaks of order. It implies measurement,
proportion, intention, and design. Job 38:5-6 asks, “Who hath laid the measures thereof, if
thou knowest? or who hath stretched the line upon it? Whereupon are the foundations
thereof fastened?” That is construction language. Measures. Line. Foundations. Fastened.
The Holy Ghost is deliberately speaking of creation as something built according to
intelligence, not chance. The Lord did not throw matter into space and hope beauty would
crawl out of the wreckage. He laid, measured, stretched, fastened, and established. That is
why creation does not behave like nonsense. It behaves like order under authority.

Proverbs 8:29-30 speaks of the wisdom of God in connection with creation, saying, “when
he appointed the foundations of the earth: Then | was by him, as one brought up with him.”
Whether one traces the typological or doctrinal implications carefully, the pointis still
obvious. Creation is bound up with divine wisdom. Romans 1:20 says that “the invisible
things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the
things that are made.” God intended creation to testify. The heavens are not mute. The
earth is not mute. The structure of the world is a witness stand. The design, order, rhythm,
and functional coherence of creation all preach a Creator whether fallen men like the
sermon or not.

That means rebellion against creation order is hot merely philosophical confusion. Itis
moral revolt. Men do not reject divine design because the evidence is lacking. They reject it
because they want autonomy. They want a universe without a Lord, a creation without a
Creator, a body without design, a conscience without law, and a world without judgment.
But the order of creation keeps contradicting them. Day still follows night. Seedtime and
harvest still testify to God’s covenant faithfulness. The sea still has bounds. Gravity still
works. Human beings are still not self-created blobs of accidental chemistry despite how
many educators talk like they are. The world is orderly because the world is under a
Builder’s authority. Deny that, and you do not become enlightened. You become detached
from reality itself.

3. The Son Who Redeems Is the Lord Who Created

One of the greatest truths in all the Bible is that the Creator and the Redeemer are the
same Lord. Hebrews 1:10 says of the Son, “And, Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the
foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the works of thine hands.” That verse is not
speaking of the Father in some distant abstract sense while the Son merely shows up later
in redemption. It applies creation language directly to the Son. Colossians 1:16 says of
Christ, “For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth.” John
1:3 says, “All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was



made.” That means the One who died on Calvary is the One who laid the foundations of the
earth.

Now stop and think about that. The hand that laid the world’s foundation is the hand that
held the nails. The voice that called light out of darkness is the voice that cried, “My God,
my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” (Matthew 27:46). The One who upholds all things by
the word of His power is the One who shed His blood for sinners. That is why redemption
has such infinite worth. It is not the work of a mere creature. It is not the effort of a religious
martyr. It is the saving act of the Creator Himself entering His creation to redeem those who
had rebelled against Him. Creation and redemption are not disconnected chapters. They
meet in the same glorious Person, the Lord Jesus Christ.

This is also why all false religion collapses under examination. False systems either
diminish Christ as Creator or diminish Him as Redeemer or both. Some will speak of Him
as a moral teacher but refuse His eternal deity. Some will speak of God as Creator while
refusing the blood atonement of Christ. Some will sentimentalize Jesus as a loving figure
while ignoring that He is the Lord who made heaven and earth. But the Bible will not let you
split Him. He is the Lamb, and He is the Lord. He is the Savior, and He is the Creator. He is
the Stone laid in Zion, and He is the One who laid the foundations of the earth. Once you
see that, every attempt to reduce Christianity to mere ethics, inspiration, or ritual begins to
look like what it is: blasphemous nonsense dressed in religious clothes.

4. The Foundation of the Earth and the Foundation in Zion Come from the Same God

Isaiah 28:16 says, “Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, | lay in Zion for a foundation
a stone.” Compare that with Isaiah 48:13, “Mine hand also hath laid the foundation of the
earth.” There you have the physical and the spiritual brought together in the same divine
speech. The Lord lays the foundation of the earth. The Lord lays the foundation in Zion. One
concerns creation. The other concerns redemption. But both come from the same God, by
the same authority, according to the same sovereign purpose. That means the Bible never
treats the material world and the spiritual world like two disconnected compartments run
by separate principles. The same Lord who built the stage also planned the salvation that
would be displayed onit.

That has enormous doctrinal importance. It means Christianity is not anti-creation. It is not
a vague spiritual mist floating above the real world. It is grounded in the God who made the
real world. The gospelis not a retreat from creation but the rescue of sinners within
creation by the Creator Himself. That is why redemption has substance. Christcame in a
real body, in real history, into a real world He Himself had made. He died on a real cross,
shed real blood, was buried in a real tomb, and rose in a real body. The gospel is not myth



hanging in the clouds. It is the intervention of the Creator in His creation for the sake of
redemption. The One who laid the earth’s foundations entered the earth He founded.

That also means when men reject the Creator, they are sawing at the limb on which their
understanding of redemption rests. If the world is not made by God, why should sin
matter? If there is no Creator, where does moral accountability come from? If manis just a
biochemical accident, why should guilt bother him? Why should holiness matter? Why
should Christ’s incarnation mean anything? Why should the resurrection even matterin a
world with no Creator behind it? Deny creation, and you do not merely alter the opening
chapter of the Bible. You undermine the whole storyline. The foundation in Zion makes
sense because the God who saves is the God who made. Cut the first truth loose, and the
second starts to be treated like religious fantasy.

5. Rejecting the Creator Destroys Moral and Spiritual Footing

Psalm 11:3 asks, “If the foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous do?” One of the
great foundational truths that modern civilization has deliberately attacked is the truth of
God as Creator. And once that foundation is denied, the moral wreckage follows right
behind it. If man is not created by God, then man defines himself. If God did not make male
and female, then identity becomes fluid, manufactured, and absurd. If God did not create
life, then life becomes disposable. If God did not establish order in creation, then order in
the home, the church, and society becomes negotiable. Once men kick out the Creator,
they do not remain standing in neutral territory. They fall through the floor in every other
area.

Romans 1 maps that decline with frightening precision. Men “when they knew God, they
glorified him not as God” (Romans 1:21). From there they moved into vain imaginations,
darkened hearts, idolatry, corruption, and all manner of moral perversion. Why? Because
rejecting the Creator does not liberate the mind. It disorders the mind. It unmoors the
conscience. It turns the creature inward on himself until he becomes incapable of reading
reality properly. He no longer knows what the world is, what he is, what his body is for, what
truth is, or what judgment means. If the foundations of creation are denied, men inevitably
lose their footing in morality and spirituality because they have denied the One who gave all
those things their meaning.

That is exactly what you are watching in the present world. The same culture that denies
the foundations of the earth as God’s work also denies the foundations of marriage, the
family, human identity, truth, and judgment. That is not a coincidence. It is the natural
result of rebellion against the Creator. A generation that thinks the universe built itself will
eventually think it can build itself too. And when man starts trying to create himself, he



becomes more ridiculous than any idolater in the Old Testament. He cuts down the tree,
burns half for fuel, carves the other half into a god, and then bows before his own hands.
Modern man does the same thing with himself. He rejects the Creator, then reinvents
himself by ideology, then worships the image he manufactured. It is paganism with better
marketing.

6. The Stability of the World Reflects the Stability of God’s Rule

Psalm 104:5 says the Lord laid the foundations of the earth, “that it should not be removed
for ever.” That does not mean there are no judgments, no shakings, and no prophetic
changes coming. Scripture speaks elsewhere of the earth trembling, the mountains
melting, and the heavens passing away. But the point in the verse is stability under divine
rule. The world is not holding together by luck. It is upheld because God established it. The
consistency men count on every day is a testimony to divine faithfulness. The sunrises
because God ordained it. Seasons continue because God sustains them. The earth
remains habitable because the Creator has not surrendered His governance over it.

This matters spiritually because the believer’s confidence grows when he sees that the
same God who established creation also governs redemption. Hebrews 1:10-12 not only
says the Lord laid the foundation of the earth, but also says creation will wax old like a
garment and be changed, while the Son remains the same: “but thou art the same, and thy
years shall not fail.” There is the contrast. The world, though stable by God’s design, is still
creaturely and therefore changeable. Christis unchanging. So even the stability of creation
is a lesser picture of the greater stability found in the Creator Himself. That is why
redemption is so secure. The One who saves is more stable than the world He made.

This also rebukes the panic of modern man. He behaves as if history is hanging by the thin
thread of human management. He talks as if governments hold the world together, experts
hold the world together, economies hold the world together, or technological systems hold
the world together. Nonsense. The earth was not founded by parliaments, professors, or
programmers. It was founded by God. And the future of the believer does not hang on
human competence either. It hangs on the same sovereign Lord. That does not excuse
laziness or foolishness, but it does put man back in his place. The world is not self-
sustaining, and neither is your salvation. Both depend entirely on the God who laid
foundations and still rules over what He made.

7. The Foundations of the Earth Point Beyond Themselves to the Greater Foundationin
Christ

As glorious as the physical foundations of the earth are, they are not the final word. They
point beyond themselves. They testify to the Builder, and in doing so they prepare the mind



to understand the greater foundation God laid in Christ. If God is wise enough to found the
earth, He is wise enough to found redemption. If God is powerful enough to establish
creation, He is powerful enough to establish salvation. If God is sovereign enough to
measure the waters, stretch out the heavens, and lay the earth’s foundations, He is
sovereign enough to lay in Zion “a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation”
(Isaiah 28:16). The visible world is not the end of the sermon. Itis the opening illustration.

That is why the Lord being both Creator and Redeemer matters so much. The physical
foundation of the earth gives man a stable world to live in. The spiritual foundation in Christ
gives man a stable hope to die in. The earth’s foundations keep your feet from falling
through the cosmos. Christ keeps your soul from falling into hell. The created order gives
you an arena for life, labor, and responsibility. The redemptive foundation gives you pardon,
reconciliation, purpose, and eternal security. Same God. Same Christ. Two mighty works.
One in creation, one in redemption. The first should lead you to reverence. The second
should lead you to worship.

And if a man will not receive that testimony, he is left without excuse. Romans 1 says
creation is enough to render men accountable. But the Bible carries the matter further. The
God whom creation reveals is the God who has spoken in His Son. So the sinner who
denies the Creator and rejects the Redeemer is not merely making one error. He is rejecting
the very One to whom both creation and Scripture testify. That is why a Bible believer
should never apologize for preaching Christ in a world obsessed with creation debates.
Christis not a distraction from creation truth. He is its fulfillment. The One who laid the
foundation of the earth is the One who alone can lay the right foundation under a sinner’s
eternity.

The conclusion is plain and weighty. Scripture treats the world as something built by divine
wisdom, order, and authority. God laid the foundations of the earth. He measured it,
established it, and still rules over it. The universe is not self-existing, self-defining, or self-
sustaining. It rests under the hand of the Creator. Job, Psalms, Isaiah, and Hebrews all
unite on that point, and they do so with language that leaves no room for the modern fairy
tale that order can arise without a Builder. The earth stands because God founded it. The
world continues because God governs it. The creature remains accountable because God
owns what He made.

But the glory of the truth does not stop there. The same Lord who laid the physical
foundations of the earth is the Lord who laid the spiritual foundation in Zion. The Creator is
the Redeemer. The Son by whom all things were made is the Son by whom sinners are
saved. That means creation and redemption are not disconnected acts but two great works
of the same God through the same Christ. The world was built by Him, and salvation is built



on Him. So the believer does not stand in some vague spirituality detached from the real
world. He stands in a redemption accomplished by the very One who founded the real
world in the first place.

That is why rejecting the Creator is such a disastrous sin. Once men deny the foundations
of creation, they soon lose their footing in morality, identity, marriage, truth, and judgment.
A culture that says the earth has no Creator will soon say man has no design, sin has no
meaning, and salvation has no necessity. But the Bible believer knows better. He knows the
world stands on foundations laid by God, and he knows his soul stands on the greater
foundation laid in Christ. So let the world rave about autonomy and self-definition. Let the
wise men of this age keep trying to explain away the Builder while standing on His floor. The
Christian can look up to heaven and down to earth and say with full confidence that both
creation and redemption testify to the same sovereign Lord. The foundations of the earth
stand because God laid them. And the soul that rests on Jesus Christ stands for the same
reason.

5 of 12: Foundations That Stand - What If the Foundations Be Destroyed?

Psalm 11:3 asks one of the most searching questions in all of Scripture: “If the foundations
be destroyed, what can the righteous do?” That is not a question for philosophers to kick
around in a lecture hall while civilization burns outside the window. That is not a decorative
verse for a wall plaque in a Christian bookstore. That is a live wire from the Holy Ghost, and
it hits harder now than ever because we are living in a generation that is not merely
rearranging furniture in the house. Itis taking a sledgehammer to the footings. Men talk as if
they are only updating moral language, broadening definitions, refining theology, or making
Christianity more compassionate and relevant. But when you attack the authority of
Scripture, the reality of sin, the certainty of judgment, the exclusivity of Jesus Christ, the
sanctity of marriage, the created order of God, and the plain distinction between right and
wrong, you are not repainting the walls. You are blowing out the support beams under the
whole structure.

The world always likes to make rebellion sound sophisticated. It never says, “We are trying
to destroy the foundations.” It says, “We are rethinking old assumptions.” It says, “We are
moving beyond rigid categories.” It says, “We are making room for new voices.” It says, “We
are correcting harmful interpretations.” It says, “We are building a more inclusive future.”
The devil has always been good at putting perfume on a corpse. But underneath all the
polished language is the same old war against the God who established the foundations in



the first place. Satan does not care whether a nation keeps its museums, its universities, its
courtrooms, its churches, and its flags if he can rot out the base. Nations do not collapse
first at the roof. They collapse at the foundation. Ahome does not become a ruin because
the curtains were wrong. It becomes a ruin because something underneath gave way. The
same thing is true spiritually, morally, doctrinally, and culturally.

This essay has to sound the trumpet plainly. When the foundations are attacked, the
righteous are not supposed to join the demolition crew in the name of relevance. They are
not supposed to panic like atheists who just discovered the universe is godless after all.
They are not supposed to retreat into silence and let the age redefine reality without
challenge. They are supposed to return to the old paths. They are supposed to stand harder
on what God has already established. They are supposed to say, with more conviction than
ever, that truth is still truth, sin is still sin, Christ is still the only way, Scripture is still the
final authority, marriage is still what God said it is, holiness still matters, and judgment is
still coming. When the foundations are under attack, the answer is not innovation. The
answer is remembrance, repentance, and resistance in the power of God.

1. The Destruction of Foundations Begins with Rebellion Against God’s Word

Every collapse begins somewhere, and in Scripture the collapse of foundations always
begins with rebellion against what God said. The serpent did not start in Eden by handing
Eve a manifesto on cultural revolution. He started with a question mark: “Yea, hath God
said?” (Genesis 3:1). That is how the devil works. He does not always launch with open
blasphemy. He begins by undermining confidence in divine speech. If he can loosen the
grip on God’s word, the rest of the building will soon lean. That is why the authority of
Scripture is not one doctrine among many. It is foundational to all the rest. If the Bible is not
the final authority, then every doctrine becomes negotiable, every command becomes
optional, every warning becomes symbolic, and every promise becomes vulnerable to
reinterpretation by the latest religious clown with a platform and a following.

This is exactly what has happened in modern religion. Churches still carry Bibles into the
pulpit, but they do not tremble at them. Ministers still quote verses, but they treat the Book
like a set of suggestions to be blended with psychology, sociology, market research, and
political mood. Seminaries turn men into professional explainers-away of what the text
plainly says. Bible colleges teach students how to doubt the words of God with footnotes
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and a smile. Professors talk about “better readings,” “nuance,” “historical context,” and
“developing understandings,” and by the time they are done, the sheep have no idea
whether they are holding the words of God or just the latest scholarly approximation of
what God may have meant if He had been as educated as the committee translating Him.

Thatis not scholarship. That is termite work in the foundation trench.



Once the authority of Scripture is weakened, the rest of the structure starts going crooked
immediately. If the Book is uncertain, then sin becomes negotiable. If sin becomes
negotiable, then repentance becomes unnecessary. If repentance is unnecessary, then the
cross becomes sentimental instead of essential. If the cross becomes sentimental, then
Christ becomes inspirational instead of exclusive. If Christ is no longer exclusive, then
judgment becomes embarrassing, heaven becomes vague, and hell becomes offensive to
mention in polite company. One attack on the word of God unleashes ten thousand other
cracks through the whole structure. The righteous must therefore begin where the war
began and say without apology, “Thy word is true from the beginning” (Psalm 119:160). If
that foundation is lost, the rest is only a matter of time.

2. When Sin Is Redefined, the Moral Foundation Is Smashed

Another foundation the age is feverishly trying to destroy is the reality of sin. Not mistakes.
Not dysfunction. Not maladjustment. Sin. The Bible says, “sin is the transgression of the
law” (1 John 3:4). It says, “all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God” (Romans
3:23). It says, “the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23). That is plain enough for a child to
understand, but modern society hates it because the doctrine of sin puts man in the dock
instead of on the throne. Men do not mind being told they are wounded, misunderstood,
under-supported, or socially conditioned. They mind being told they are guilty before a holy
God. Thatis why the age is determined to replace the language of sin with the language of
therapy, identity, victimhood, and self-expression. It is not trying to be more
compassionate. It is trying to get rid of guilt without getting rid of God.

But when sin is redefined, the entire moral order begins to collapse. If drunkenness is no
longer sin, then sobriety loses its meaning. If fornication is no longer sin, then chastity
becomes repressive. If adultery is no longer sin, then faithfulness becomes optional. If
sodomy is no longer sin, then creation order becomes hateful to affirm. If lying is no longer
sin, then trust dissolves. If pride is no longer sin, then humility is treated like weakness. The
whole moral world begins to come apart because men have rejected the foundation that
there is such a thing as objective evil before God. And once that goes, all you have leftis
preference, power, and propaganda. Men do not stop moralizing when they reject biblical
sin. They just invent new sins and new righteousnesses according to the spirit of the age.

Churches that stop preaching sin do not become kinder. They become useless. They fill
rooms with smiling dead men who have been assured they are fine while hell opens
beneath them. Jesus said the Holy Ghost would “reprove the world of sin, and of
righteousness, and of judgment” (John 16:8). A ministry that refuses to do thatis not
merciful. Itis treacherous. The righteous must not be intimidated by a culture that calls the
doctrine of sin harsh. The cross of Christ only makes sense if sin is real. Blood atonement



only matters if guilt is real. Repentance only matters if transgression is real. Tear that
foundation out, and you do not get a more compassionate religion. You get a fraudulent
one.

3. When Judgment Is Denied, Restraint Evaporates

The next foundation under relentless attack is the certainty of judgment. Men can endure
the idea of God in some misty spiritual sense as long as He never becomes a Judge. They
do not mind a deity who inspires sunsets, blesses weddings, helps with self-esteem, and
nods warmly at whatever they have decided to do. But a God who will call every man to
account, who will judge secrets, motives, words, deeds, and unbelief, that God is
intolerable to the flesh. So the age works night and day to soften, mock, reinterpret, or
erase the doctrine of judgment. Yet the Bible says plainly, “it is appointed unto men once to
die, but after this the judgment” (Hebrews 9:27). Paul preached of “righteousness,
temperance, and judgment to come” until Felix trembled (Acts 24:25). That is what real
preaching does. It rattles the sinner because it brings eternity into the room.

When the doctrine of judgment disappears, moral restraint vanishes with it. Why should a
man deny his lust if there is no judgment? Why should a corrupt official fear bribery if there
is no judgment? Why should a lying preacher tremble over false doctrine if there is no
judgment? Why should a society restrain violence, theft, cruelty, and perversion if there is
no judgment above the courts of men? The fear of the Lord is not some optional advanced
virtue for unusually serious saints. It is one of the great preserving realities in human life.
Ecclesiastes 8:11 says, “Because sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily,
therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil.” That verse is being
acted out in front of your eyes every day.

Even among professing Christians, the denial of judgment has had devastating effects. Men
talk about grace as though grace means God no longer cares how a believer lives. They talk
about love as though divine love erased divine holiness. They talk about salvation as though
the judgment seat of Christ were some heavenly participation trophy ceremony instead of a
solemn review of a believer’s work by the Lord who walks with eyes like a flame of fire. Deny
judgment, and people lose seriousness. They become flippant with sin, careless with truth,
and lazy in service. The righteous must recover the biblical balance. We are saved by grace,
but we still stand before a holy God. Eternal security is not permission to live like devils. It is
the reason a saint should fear grieving the One who saved him.

4. When Christ Is No Longer Exclusive, the Foundation of Salvation Is Ruined

One of the most deadly attacks on the foundations is the attack on the exclusivity of Jesus
Christ. Scripture could not be plainer. Jesus said, “| am the way, the truth, and the life: no



man cometh unto the Father, but by me” (John 14:6). Peter said, “Neither is there salvation
in any other” (Acts 4:12). Paul said, “For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid,
which is Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 3:11). That is not narrow because Christians are
mean. It is narrow because truth is narrow and because God laid one foundation, not
twelve. But this generation hates that doctrine because it offends pluralism, flatters no
one, and refuses to let all religions gather under one warm spiritual blanket and sing about
unity while heading to hell together.

The spirit of the age wants Christ as one option among many. It will tolerate Jesus as a
teacher, an example, a prophet, a moral revolutionary, a compassionate figure, or a
religious symbol. What it will not tolerate is Jesus Christ as the only Savior, the only
mediator, the only door, the only foundation, and the only name under heaven given among
men, whereby we must be saved (Acts 4:12). That is because the exclusivity of Christ
destroys human pride and exposes false religion in one blow. It tells the religious man that
his rituals cannot save him, the moral man that his goodness cannot save him, the mystic
that his experiences cannot save him, and the pagan that his sincerity cannot save him. All
roads do not lead to God. One road does, and that road has wounds in His hands.

Once the exclusivity of Christ is surrendered, everything else goes fast. Evangelism
becomes unnecessary. Missions become insulting. Conversion becomes rude.
Repentance becomes tribal. The cross becomes one beautiful story among many. Church
becomes a cultural hobby instead of the assembly of the redeemed. And the whole faith is
reduced to one voice in the interfaith choir of the damned. That is not charity. That is
betrayal. The righteous must not soften here. A generation raised on tolerance needs to
hear intolerance from heaven. The foundation is Christ alone. When that foundation is
attacked, the answer is not to apologize for the truth. It is to preach it more clearly.

5. When Marriage and Created Order Are Attacked, the Home Foundation Crumbles

God did not just lay foundations in doctrine and salvation. He laid foundations in creation
order, and marriage is one of them. “Male and female created he them” (Genesis 1:27).
“Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife”
(Genesis 2:24). Jesus reaffirmed it in Matthew 19:4-6 and called what God joined together
something man should not put asunder. Marriage is not a flexible social invention that
civilizations may revise according to taste. It is a divine institution rooted in creation order
itself. The home is one of the most basic human foundations God established, and the war
against it is one of the clearest proofs that our age is bent on demolition.

Once marriage is redefined, the home loses its fixed meaning. Once fatherhood is mocked,
authority in the home rots. Once motherhood is despised, nurture is treated as a burden or



a joke. Once children are treated as accessories rather than stewardship from God, the
next generation grows up without roots. Once sexual boundaries are broken, trust, stability,
and covenant faithfulness suffer. A nation cannot celebrate the collapse of marriage and
still expect social order, moral sanity, and generational continuity. The roof may still look
intact for a while, but the footings are cracking underneath. Family ruin produces cultural
ruin because the home is one of the chief workshops where truth, order, restraint, love, and
responsibility are learned.

The righteous must therefore reject the lie that standing for marriage and created order is
merely engaging in culture war politics. It is not. It is foundation work. It is defending what
God established before activists, judges, professors, and celebrities started acting like they
had authority to improve on Genesis. A church that will not speak plainly here has already
accepted the language of the demolition crew. When the home falls, the church suffers,
society suffers, children suffer, and nations suffer. The answer is not nostalgia. It is
repentance and return to what God said from the beginning. Old-fashioned biblical
marriage is not a relic. It is one of the great foundations that still stands when whole
civilizations lose their mind.

6. The Destruction of Foundations Happens in Churches and Hearts, Not Just Nations

Itis easy to read Psalm 11:3 and think only in terms of national collapse, public morality,
courts, schools, laws, and institutions. Those things matter, but the verse cuts closer than
that. Foundations can be destroyed in a church, in a home, and in a man’s own heart. A
church loses its foundations when it gives away the Book, the gospel, holiness, discipline,
prayer, the fear of God, and the preaching of the new birth. It can still have a sign, a crowd,
a budget, and a praise team and still be functionally destroyed at the base. A home loses its
foundations when truth is replaced with entertainment, discipline with indulgence, prayer
with distraction, and covenant love with selfishness. A man loses his foundations when he
starts negotiating with known truth in his own conscience.

That last part is especially dangerous because inner collapse often precedes visible
collapse. Men do not usually wake up one morning and suddenly deny everything they once
believed. They start by tolerating one crack in the foundation. A little compromise with
Scripture. A little flirtation with lust. A little bitterness left to grow. A little dishonesty
excused because it is convenient. A little fear of man that leads to silence. A little
admiration for the world that begins to cool the appetite for God. Then the cracks widen.
Then the floor shifts. Then the whole structure begins leaning in ways the man himself can
no longer easily correct. Proverbs 4:23 says, “Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it
are the issues of life.” That is foundation language whether people call it that or not.



This is why the righteous must be vigilant not only publicly but privately. It is possible to
denounce the destruction of foundations in society while quietly allowing them to erode in
your own walk. A man can write strong posts, preach hard sermons, and still let pride,
worldliness, compromise, prayerlessness, and coldness toward the word of God eat
through his own footing. Then when the pressure comes, he discovers that what he
defended in theory he had not guarded in practice. The age is indeed attacking the
foundations, but every believer must ask whether the enemy has already gotten inside the
walls. Judgment begins at the house of God, and vigilance begins at the heart.

7. When Foundations Are Attacked, the Righteous Must Return to the Old Paths

Psalm 11:3 asks, “If the foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous do?” The implied
answer is not “nothing.” The answer is not despair. The answer is hot compromise. The
answer is not stylistic rebranding of the same old surrender. The answer is not to become
quieter so the wicked will think we are reasonable. The answer is to return to what God
established and stand there more firmly than ever. Jeremiah 6:16 says, “Stand ye in the
ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way.” The old paths are not old
because they are stale. They are old because they were laid down by the Ancient of days
before modern fools started acting like novelty was a spiritual virtue.

Returning to the old paths means returning to the Book as final authority. It means
preaching sin again, repentance again, holiness again, judgment again, heaven again, hell
again, marriage again, manhood again, womanhood again, parental authority again, and
Jesus Christ as the only way again. It means refusing to let the age dictate the categories of
discussion. It means speaking Bible truth in Bible terms even when the culture says those
terms are offensive. It means refusing to trade certainty for relevance. The righteous do not
save the foundations by becoming more like the people destroying them. They save them,
humanly speaking, by standing openly on what God has already established.

And this standing is not merely defensive. It is hopeful. The Lord is not wringing His hands
in heaven because human civilization is having a nervous breakdown. Psalm 11 itself says,
“The LORD is in his holy temple, the LORD’S throne is in heaven” (Psalm 11:4). The
foundations on earth may be attacked, but the throne above them is not shaking. So the
righteous stand, not because they think they can preserve civilization by their own strength,
but because they belong to the God who established truth in the first place. They stand
because obedience is right even in a crumbling age. They stand because their children
need examples. They stand because souls are perishing. They stand because the truth is
still true. And they stand because the Lord who laid the ultimate foundation in Christ is still
watching, ruling, and coming again.



The warning of this essay ought to ring loud. Foundations do not disappear all at once. They
are chipped away, mocked, redefined, softened, and traded until the whole structure
begins to sway. That is what is happening in the world now. The authority of Scripture is
under attack. The reality of sin is under attack. The certainty of judgment is under attack.
The exclusivity of Christ is under attack. Marriage is under attack. Creation order is under
attack. The distinction between right and wrong is under attack. And when those things are
attacked, societies are not merely changing their opinions. They are demolishing
foundations. Nations do not first collapse at the roof. They collapse at the base.

But the answer for the righteous is not panic. Itis not retreat. It is not surrender dressed up
as kindness. Itis not compromise marketed as wisdom. It is return. Return to the Book.
Return to the fear of God. Return to plain preaching. Return to the old paths. Return to
homes ordered by Scripture. Return to churches governed by truth rather than trend.
Return to hearts cleansed by repentance and steadied by obedience. The foundations are
not restored by inventing something new. They are restored by coming back to what God
said in the first place. That is always the answer when men have wandered far enough to
call darkness light and light darkness.

So let Psalm 11:3 do its work. Let it expose where the age is smashing at the footings. Let it
expose where churches have grown weak. Let it expose where homes have become
careless. Let it expose where your own heart may have tolerated cracks. And then let it
drive you back to the old certainty that what God established is still right even if the whole
world votes against it. The righteous can do something when the foundations are attacked.
They can stand. They can speak. They can obey. They can pray. They can build again on
what still stands. And above all, they can look to Jesus Christ, the one foundation no man
can lay or destroy, and keep building there until the storm takes the rest of this rotten age
away.

6 of 12: Foundations That Stand - Building on Christ

Once the foundation is settled, the next question is not whether Jesus Christ is sufficient.
He is. The next question is what kind of fool, servant, preacher, teacher, church member,
husband, wife, or laborer is building on that foundation. Paul already settled the first matter
in 1 Corinthians 3:11 when he said, “For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid,
which is Jesus Christ.” That verse shuts the door on every false base. But the Holy Ghost did
not stop there. He kept writing. “Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver,
precious stones, wood, hay, stubble” (1 Corinthians 3:12). There is the real issue for the



saved man, the minister, the worker, and the church. If Christ is the foundation, what are
you putting on top of Him? What is the structure of your life, your ministry, your doctrine,
your labor, your influence, and your service actually made of? Because God is not only
interested in whether the footing is right. He is interested in whether what rises from that
footing is worthy of the One underneath it.

That is where modern Christianity becomes a tragic comedy. Multitudes of people are
obsessed with appearances, activity, size, mood, branding, and numbers. If a thing looks
exciting, they call it blessed. If it grows fast, they call it anointed. If it draws a crowd, they
call it effective. If it dazzles the flesh, they call it excellent. If it makes people laugh, cry,
clap, sway, and post about it online, they call it revival. But Paul did not say the test would
be whether men liked it. He said, “Every man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day
shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire” (1 Corinthians 3:13). That means a
great deal of what is celebrated on earth will go up like dry grass in the judgment seat of
Christ. The applause of men is not proof of eternal substance. The smoke machine is not
the Shekinah. Emotional reaction is not spiritual durability. God will not judge your work by
the popularity of the event flyer.

This essay must hit where it hurts. It is entirely possible to be on the right foundation and
still build like a fool. A man may be truly saved and still spend years piling up wood, hay,
and stubble in the name of serving God. A preacher may preach some truth and still build a
ministry out of vanity, compromise, manipulation, gimmicks, shallow converts, and fleshly
methods. A church may be sound in its statement of faith and still become worldly in its
instincts, cheap in its standards, and carnal in its measurements. The issue in 1
Corinthians 3 is not whether Christ is enough. He is more than enough. The issue is
whether what we build upon Him is born of truth, faith, holiness, wisdom, sacrifice, and
eternal purpose, or whether it is born of ego, novelty, pressure, pragmatism, and the flesh.
The fire will settle all the argument in one instant.

1. The Foundation Is Fixed, but the Building Materials Vary

Paul’s language in 1 Corinthians 3 is exact. The foundation is singular and settled. “For
other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians
3:11). Then immediately he moves to plurality in building materials: “gold, silver, precious
stones, wood, hay, stubble” (1 Corinthians 3:12). That distinction is crucial. The foundation
is not up for debate. It is Christ. But what men place upon that foundation varies
dramatically. That means salvation and service must not be confused. Your eternal
standing rests on Christ alone. Your reward, usefulness, fruitfulness, and testimony involve
what you build on that standing. Many doctrinal tangles disappear once you keep those
categories where the Holy Ghost put them.



A believer does not become the foundation. His work does not become the foundation. His
church does not become the foundation. His faithfulness does not become the foundation.
Christ remains the one base under the whole structure. But that does not give a man
license to build carelessly. Grace is not permission to throw trash on a holy foundation.
Grace is what puts a man on the right foundation and then obligates him to build in a way
that honors the One who saved him. “According to the grace of God which is given unto me,
as a wise masterbuilder, | have laid the foundation” (1 Corinthians 3:10). Paul ties grace to
wise building, not to lazy excuse-making.

This is where the Laodicean age proves how shallow it is. Men shout loudly about grace
when they want to escape correction, but they get strangely silent about grace when the
subject turns to wise building, faithful labor, holy conduct, doctrinal care, and eternal
reward. The same grace that saves a man also teaches him “that, denying ungodliness and
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly” (Titus 2:12). The question is
not whether Christ is enough at the base. The question is whether what you are adding
above the base matches the worth of the foundation. If the foundation is the Son of God,
then slapping a carnival on top of it is not clever ministry. It is an insult.

2. Gold, Silver, and Precious Stones Speak of What Endures

The first set of materials Paul names is “gold, silver, precious stones” (1 Corinthians 3:12).
Those are weighty materials. Valuable materials. Durable materials. Fire-resistant
materials. They do not speak of cheap, hurried, flashy production. They speak of
substance. Gold in Scripture is often connected with divine glory and what pertains to
God’s presence. Silver is often tied to redemption. Precious stones suggest rarity, beauty,
and durable worth. Without forcing every detail beyond what Paul gives, the overall contrast
is plain enough. Some work done on Christ has eternal quality to it. It is costly, weighty,
spiritually real, and able to endure divine examination.

Work like that is often not the loudest work. It may not trend. It may not impress shallow
people. It may not make a man a celebrity. Gold does not rattle around as loudly as tin
cans, butitis worth more when the counting starts. Real doctrinal teaching, patient
discipleship, prayerful labor, sacrificial love, gospel clarity, holy living, enduring
faithfulness, humble service, genuine conversions, biblical child-rearing, hidden
obedience, and truth spoken in the fear of God - those things may not always look
spectacularin the world’s eyes, but they carry eternal density. Heaven measures weight
differently than the flesh does.

Itis very likely that some of the most rewarded saints at the judgment seat will be people
the Christian marketplace never noticed. A mother who quietly raised children in the fear of



God. A faithful pastor who refused compromise though his crowd stayed small. A
missionary who spent decades laboring with little visible applause but real scriptural fruit.
An old saint who lived clean, prayed much, and spoke truth without needing attention.
Those are the kinds of lives that often look unimpressive to carnal Christians and glitter
with eternal substance to Jesus Christ. Gold, silver, and precious stones do not usually
grow in shallow soil. They are formed under pressure, with patience, through cost, and by
the hand of God.

3. Wood, Hay, and Stubble Speak of What Is Easy, Cheap, and Combustible

Then Paul names the other category: “wood, hay, stubble” (1 Corinthians 3:12). Thatis a
devastating contrast. Wood can be useful in the right earthly sense, hay can be gathered
quickly, and stubble is what is left lying around after the harvest. But in the context of fire,
these materials are doomed. They are light, common, and combustible. Spiritually, they
picture work that may be busy, visible, and even impressive to men, yet lacks eternal
substance. Itis the sort of ministry and living that can fill calendars, generate noise, and
impress the flesh while having little capacity to survive divine inspection.

Wood, hay, and stubble are exactly what the modern religious industry specializes in.
Entertainment-driven services designed to keep attention spans alive rather than bring
souls into contact with the fear of God. Manipulative invitation tactics that produce
decisions without conversion. Doctrinal shortcuts to keep donors comfortable. Platform-
building disguised as ministry. Sermons crafted like motivational talks with Bible garnish.
Worship shaped by market demand. Social-media spirituality that has more branding than
brokenness. Church growth methods borrowed from corporate strategy and baptized in
Jesus-language. That whole machinery may produce movement, but movement is not the
same as substance.

A man can build with wood, hay, and stubble for years and still be praised as effective
because the flesh loves what burns easily. It likes what is easy to gather, quick to arrange,
and pleasant to look at from a distance. But the day of Christ will not be conducted at a
distance. It will be close, direct, and fiery. Then men will discover that the cute methods,
shallow doctrine, self-promoting ministry style, worldly compromises, and flesh-feeding
religious spectacles were nothing but decorated fuel. The same people who built light will
watch it vanish quickly. What took years to assemble may take seconds to burn if it was
made of the wrong material all along.

4. The Fire Tests Quality, Not Mere Quantity

The Holy Ghost says, “Every man’s work shall be made manifest... and the fire shall try
every man’s work of what sort it is” (1 Corinthians 3:13). Notice carefully that Paul does not



say the fire tests merely how much there was. He says it tests “what sort” it was. That is
one of the most important phrases in the passage. God is concerned with quality, kind,
nature, substance, and spiritual character. Men obsess over quantity because quantity is
easy to count. God evaluates sort because sort reveals reality. Flesh loves numbers
because numbers can be advertised. Heaven weighs quality because quality reveals
whether the work came from truth, faith, and obedience or from ego, showmanship, and
the carnal mind.

This cuts straight across the grain of modern ministry obsession. Bigger is not necessarily
better. Faster is not necessarily deeper. Louder is nhot necessarily holier. More visible is not
necessarily more valuable. A massive work full of wood, hay, and stubble is still a massive
loss waiting to happen. A smaller work full of gold, silver, and precious stones may look
modest now and blaze with reward then. God is hot mocked by volume. He is not
manipulated by publicity. He is not swayed by the same things that persuade a conference
crowd. The judgment seat of Christ will expose whether the activity was spiritually
substantial or merely religiously energetic.

That should sober every believer, not just preachers. The issue is not only public ministry.
What sort of father are you? What sort of mother are you? What sort of witness are you?
What sort of church member are you? What sort of obedience are you offering? Are you
doing the right things for the right reasons, with scriptural truth governing the manner, or
are you serving for visibility, approval, tribal loyalty, fear of man, or habit? Fire does not
flatter. Fire reveals. A lot of Christians who imagine they are safe because they were active
are going to find out that activity and substance are not the same thing. It is possible to
sweat hard and still build with straw.

5. Motives Matter as Much as Methods

When Paul says every man’s work will be revealed, that necessarily includes motive as well
as method. Scripture repeatedly teaches that God looks beyond the exterior. “The LORD
seeth not as man seeth” (1 Samuel 16:7). Paul said in another place that the Lord “will
bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the
hearts” (1 Corinthians 4:5). That means the judgment seat of Christ will not only examine
what was done, but why it was done. A thing can be outwardly orthodox and still inwardly
polluted with pride. A sermon can be doctrinally right and preached for applause. A
ministry can say many correct things and still be secretly driven by envy, ambition,
insecurity, competition, or hunger for recognition.

This is where many fundamental men need the knife putin. It is possible to fight the right
battles with the wrong spirit. It is possible to defend the Book in order to be seen as the



Book-defender. It is possible to preach separation in order to feel superior. It is possible to
labor in public while neglecting private holiness. It is possible to build a reputation for
courage while secretly feeding on the admiration that courage earns. God is not taken in by
any of it. The same fire that reveals flimsy methods will reveal rotten motives. Gold is not
only right in content. It is pure in composition. Spiritual substance is not merely correct
externally. It is sincere before God.

On the other hand, motives alone do not sanctify bad methods. Some people try to excuse
all sorts of foolishness by saying their heart was right. But sincerity is not a substitute for
obedience. Uzzah may have meant well when he touched the ark, but God smote him
anyway because zeal detached from divine order is still rebellion. A man may have good
intentions and still build with wood, hay, and stubble because he refuses the wisdom of
God in doctrine and practice. So the right building requires both right motive and right
material. Truth and purity. Sound method and honest heart. Flesh hates that standard
because it leaves it nowhere to hide.

6. Entertainment Religion Produces Shallow Building and Shallow Converts

One of the clearest examples of wood, hay, and stubble in this age is entertainment
religion. Modern churches increasingly build as if the main purpose of ministry is to hold
attention, create atmosphere, and give people an experience they enjoyed enough to return
for next week. The service is designed like a production. The sermon is trimmed for
consumer taste. Conviction is avoided because it might reduce retention. Doctrine is
softened because clarity divides. Holiness is downplayed because worldliness fills seats.
Repentance is made sentimental. Worship is turned into performance. The whole thing is
shaped around keeping the crowd engaged rather than bringing the crowd under the
authority of the word of God.

That produces shallow converts because shallow methods generally produce shallow
outcomes. Jesus spoke of seed falling on stony ground where it sprang up quickly and then
withered because it had no root (Matthew 13:5-6). That is a perfect description of much so-
called conversion work today. Decision cards without brokenness. Emotional responses
without repentance. Church activity without regeneration. Public enthusiasm without
private hunger for Scripture. People are rushed into assurance before they have ever truly
faced their guilt before God. Then churches count them as fruit, celebrate the number, and
build their reputation on statistics that heaven may not even recognize as conversion at all.

Real conversion is not produced by fleshly stimulation. It is produced by the Spirit of God
using the word of God to bring a sinner to Jesus Christ. Real growth is not produced by
keeping people amused. It is produced by truth, discipline, prayer, doctrine, suffering,



obedience, and grace. Entertainment religion cannot produce deep saints because it is not
designed for depth. It is designed for retention and reaction. It gathers hay efficiently, but
hay is still hay. The tragedy is that many churches call such activity success while they are
actually training people to crave religious excitement without spiritual substance. Then
when hard doctrine, suffering, holiness, or divine chastening arrives, the whole flimsy
structure starts shaking because it was never built with durable material.

7. The Judgment Seat of Christ Will Tell the Truth About Everything

Paul says, “If any man’s work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a
reward” (1 Corinthians 3:14). Then he adds, “If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall
suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire” (1 Corinthians 3:15). There is the
solemn conclusion. The judgment seat of Christ will not determine whether the foundation
is Christ for the saved man; that was settled already. It will determine what the saved man
built on that foundation. Reward or loss. Enduring work or burned work. Eternal substance
or vanished effort. That is not a small matter. A saved man may enter heaven and discover
that huge portions of what he spent his life on had no lasting value at all.

Think of the horror of that. Years of labor, but no reward because the work was built from
vanity. Decades of ministry, but little abiding because the methods were fleshly. Constant
activity, but spiritual thinness because the motive was wrong. Endless busyness in the
church, but little eternal fruit because the whole thing was more about image, tribe,
pressure, and movement than about Christ. Paul does not say such a man loses salvation if
he is truly on the foundation. He says “he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.” That
means there can be real salvation and terrible loss together. A man can reach heaven with
the smell of smoke on everything he tried to present to the Lord.

That ought to awaken the saints. Not into fear of damnation, but into fear of waste. One life.
One stewardship. One judgment seat. One Lord to answer to. Why should any believer
want to spend the short years he has stacking stubble on the Son of God? Why should a
preacher build a ministry to impress carnal people when Jesus Christ will test the sort of it
by fire? Why should a church imitate the world to gain temporary growth if the imitation
itself becomes fuel in the judgment? Better to build slowly and truly with gold, silver, and
precious stones than to throw up a magnificent barn of hay and call it revival. The day is
coming that will tell the truth about every hammer stroke.

The conclusion of the matter is plain and sharp. Jesus Christ is the only foundation, and His
sufficiency is never in doubt. The danger lies not beneath the building, but in what believers
and ministers choose to place upon that foundation. Some build with gold, silver, and
precious stones - truth, purity, reverence, sacrifice, prayer, doctrinal faithfulness, holy



motives, and spiritually substantial labor. Others build with wood, hay, and stubble -
gimmicks, vanity, compromise, shallow converts, fleshly methods, worldly models, and
work done for human approval. Both may be called ministry now. The fire will separate
them later.

This means every child of God needs to ask not merely, “Am | saved?” but also, “What am |
building?” Not to question Christ, but to honor Him. Not to deny grace, but to answer grace
properly. Not to seek the praise of men, but to prepare for the day when Jesus Christ
Himself evaluates the sort of our work. A lot of things that look brilliant under stage lights
will look pitiful in that fire. A lot of hidden obedience that seemed small down here will
shine there like refined gold. The standards of heaven are not the standards of the
marketplace. The judgment seat of Christ will not be run by consultants, celebrities, or
church growth experts.

So build carefully. Build prayerfully. Build scripturally. Build with clean motives. Build with
doctrine that lines up with Christ. Build with methods that honor the word of God. Build in a
way that can survive more than a social media cycle or a conference season. Build for the
eyes that are like a flame of fire. Because the day is coming when the smoke clears, the
noise stops, the crowds are gone, the brands are forgotten, and Jesus Christ says what was
really there. Blessed will be the man whose work abides. Ashamed will be the one who
discovers that what men called success was mostly kindling.

7 of 12: Foundations That Stand - False Foundations

There are only two kinds of foundations in the spiritual realm. There is the foundation God
laid, and there is every counterfeit men try to slide in under the building when they do not
like God’s choice. Paul settled the matter with one verse that ought to have put half the
preachers on earth out of business and shut down most of the religious systems in history:
“For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians
3:11). That verse does not leave room for additions, alternatives, supplements, substitutes,
or spiritual accessories attached to the base. It does not say Christ is the best foundation
among many workable options. It says no other foundation can be laid. If that sentence is
true, and itis, then every system that rests on something besides Jesus Christis a fraud
from the footing upward.

The tragedy is that false foundations are often attractive because they flatter the flesh. The
flesh does not mind religion as long as religion gives it something to boast in. It wants a
ceremony it performed, a church it joined, a tradition it inherited, a feeling it experienced, a



rule it kept, a group it belonged to, a gift it displayed, a reputation it built, or a morality it
maintained. The flesh is perfectly willing to have Jesus mentioned, honored, praised, sung
about, and even preached, as long as it can still slide one of its own bricks under the
structure and say, “This is part of what holds me up.” But God has no interest in sharing the
foundation with man. He laid His Son, and every substitute is an insult. It is not merely
mistaken. It is blasphemous at the base.

This essay must therefore cut hard. It has to expose the insanity of trusting anything other
than Jesus Christ for salvation, stability, truth, and eternal hope. The issue is not whether
the building looks nice from the street. Plenty of doomed structures look beautiful from the
outside. The issue is what is underneath. Jesus said in Luke 6:48 of the wise man that “he is
like a man which built an house, and digged deep, and laid the foundation on a rock.” Then
He said in verse 49, “he that heareth, and doeth not, is like a man that without a foundation
built an house upon the earth.” That second man still built. He still had a structure. It still
stood for a little while. But when the stream beat vehemently upon it, “immediately it fell;
and the ruin of that house was great” (Luke 6:49). That is the history of false religion in one
sentence. It builds quickly, looks fine, and collapses terribly.

1. Church Tradition Is a False Foundation When It Replaces Christ

One of the oldest false foundations in the world is church tradition. Men love tradition
because it lets them hide in a crowd of dead people and pretend that age equals truth. If a
thing has been practiced for centuries, they assume it must be safe. If a robe, rite, phrase,
ceremony, or hierarchy has lasted long enough, they begin to treat it like sacred
architecture instead of accumulated human habit. But age is not deity. Longevity is not
inspiration. A lie in antique clothing is still a lie. Jesus rebuked the religious leaders of His
day for making “the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition” (Matthew 15:6).
Tradition is dangerous precisely because it can wear the appearance of reverence while
quietly displacing the authority of God.

The problem is not every custom or inherited practice in itself. The problem comes when
tradition becomes the thing underneath the soul. When a man’s confidence is in what his
church has always done, what his fathers handed down, what some ancient council
decided, or what a line of religious authorities preserved, he has already shifted the weight
off Christ and onto history. He may still use the name of Jesus, but the practical foundation
has changed. Now he is standing on continuity instead of Christ. He is leaning on
institutional memory instead of the blood atonement. He is trusting a chain of human
handling instead of the finished work of the Son of God. That is a false foundation, no
matter how old the stones look.



This kind of religion flatters the flesh because it lets a man feel secure without ever having
to come as a guilty sinner directly to Christ. He can say, “l belong to the historic church,”
and never have to say, “God be merciful to me a sinner” (Luke 18:13). He can boastin
lineage while remaining blind to life. He can inherit forms without receiving the new birth.
That is why traditional religion can be so clean on the outside and so dead underneath. It
offers identity without regeneration, continuity without conversion, and ceremony without
Christ as the sole foundation. But the flood will not stop to admire the architecture of your
ancestors. It will test what the thing was resting on.

2. Baptismal Regeneration Is a False Foundation Made of Water and Pride

Another deadly false foundation is baptismal regeneration, the notion that a man is born
again by water baptism or that baptism somehow completes the saving work of Christin
the sinner. That doctrine is appealing because it gives the flesh something visible and
manageable to point to. Men like ordinances they can perform, record, schedule,
photograph, and frame as milestones. But the Bible never teaches that water takes away
sin. Peter said, speaking of baptism, “not the putting away of the filth of the flesh” (1 Peter
3:21). Paul thanked God he baptized very few in Corinth and then said, “For Christ sent me
not to baptize, but to preach the gospel” (1 Corinthians 1:14, 17). If baptism were part of
the saving foundation, that statement would be incomprehensible.

The foundation of salvation is not water. It is blood. “In whom we have redemption through
his blood, even the forgiveness of sins” (Colossians 1:14). “The blood of Jesus Christ his
Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:7). “For by grace are ye saved through faith”
(Ephesians 2:8). When men put baptism under the soul as part of what makes it safe, they
have moved off Christ and onto a religious tank. They may speak highly of Jesus all the
while, but if the sinner is taught that the water is what sealed the thing, completed the
thing, or brought him into saving union in the foundational sense, then Christ has been
displaced by a ritual. That is not honoring baptism. That is corrupting the gospel.

And it flatters the flesh because it gives men a date, a priest, a preacher, a church, and a
ceremony to trust. It lets them say, “l was baptized,” instead of, “| believed on the Lord
Jesus Christ” (Acts 16:31). It makes assurance hinge on a performed ordinance rather than
on a finished Savior. No wonder such systems produce multitudes of religious lost people
who are certain they are safe because they got wet at the right place under the right
authority. Water has its place in obedience and testimony, but it is a false foundation when
it is trusted for what only Christ can do. A drowning man does not need a ritual. He needs a
Rock.

3. Denominational Pride Is a False Foundation Built from Tribal Vanity



Another false foundation that ruins multitudes is denominational pride. Men are
astonishingly willing to confuse belonging with believing. They identify themselves with a
banner, a tribe, a movement, a camp, or a party, and then quietly begin to treat that
affiliation as proof of safety. Some trust the old denomination because it has historic
prestige. Others trust their independent group because it has doctrinal sharpness. Others
trust their movement because it feels like the remnant. But none of those things is Christ. A
denominational label can describe a crowd. It cannot redeem a soul. The day a man begins
to draw his security from the tribe itself, he has moved the foundation from Jesus Christ to
organized human identity.

Paul had to cut at that very spirit in Corinth. “Every one of you saith, | am of Paul; and | of
Apollos; and | of Cephas” (1 Corinthians 1:12). His answer was not to congratulate them on
strong ministry loyalties. He asked, “Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you?” (1
Corinthians 1:13). That question still wrecks party spirit today. Was your denomination
crucified for you? Did your camp shed blood for your sins? Did your favored preacher rise
from the dead? Did your theological tribe ascend into heaven and send the Holy Ghost?
Then why are you drawing life and stability from the badge? Denominational loyalty may
have a place in practical cooperation or distinction, but the moment it starts functioning as
the thing underneath the soul or the chief proof of orthodoxy, it has become a false
foundation.

This flatters the flesh because men love belonging to an elite circle. They like being able to
say they are not like those other groups. They enjoy the comfort of collective identity,
especially when it comes with a language, a style, and a set of in-group signals that make
them feel secure. But hell is full of people who belonged to the right crowd externally while
never standing on Christ personally. A man can die as a Baptist, Methodist, Catholic,
Pentecostal, Presbyterian, or independent fundamentalist and go straight to hell if he never
came to Jesus Christ by faith. Group identity is not the rock. It is just another form of sand
when men start leaning on it.

4. Emotionalism and Signs Are False Foundations for the Experience-Drunk

Some men do not trust tradition or denominations. They trust feelings. They trust
experiences. They trust signs and wonders. They trust the atmosphere in the room, the
electricity in the music, the tears at the altar, the shaking, the story, the testimony, the
goose bumps, the “word” they received, the dream, the vision, the tongues, the miracle
claim, or the surge of emotion that came over them at a certain moment. This kind of false
foundation is especially dangerous because experiences can be intensely real to the
person having them while being spiritually worthless as a basis of truth. The flesh loves this



because it can say, “l know | am right because of what | felt,” and then it no longer has to
submit to plain Scripture.

But feelings are not the foundation. Christ is. Signs are not the foundation. Christis.
Emotional intensity is not the foundation. Christis. The Lord warned in Matthew 7:22-23
that many would say, “Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name
have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?” And He says He will
answer, “l never knew you.” There you have religious experience in high gear, and yet no
saving relationship with Christ. Why? Because miraculous language and dramatic
manifestations are not the basis of eternal safety. Men may have power and still be
strangers to the Savior. They may have excitement and still have no foundation.

This kind of religion flatters the flesh because it lets a man live above correction. Once
experience becomes foundational, doctrine becomes optional. The Bible may say one
thing, but if he had an experience that seemed stronger, he will follow the experience. That
is insanity in a spiritual costume. God never told sinners to trust what they felt in a meeting.
He told them to trust His Son. He never told the church to test truth by intensity of reaction.
He told us to “try the spirits whether they are of God” (1 John 4:1). Emotionalism, signs, and
wonder-chasing make attractive false foundations precisely because they feel alive. But a
bright firework is not a foundation stone. It only looks dramatic before it disappears.

5. Legalism and Self-Righteousness Are False Foundations for Proud Religious Men

On the other side of the ditch from emotionalism lies legalism, one of the most polished
false foundations in all religious history. Legalism tells a man that Christ may help, Christ
may assist, Christ may supplement, but in the end his standing depends on his obedience,
his performance, his rule-keeping, his reform, his discipline, his visible strictness, or his
ability to maintain certain boundaries. It may not always deny Christ verbally. In fact, it
often praises Christ loudly. But it quietly shifts the actual weight of confidence onto the
man’s own conduct. It turns spiritual life into a system of measurements by which the flesh
can compare itself favorably with others and feel safe.

Paul annihilated that spirit in Galatians. “Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of
the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ” (Galatians 2:16). “For if righteousness come by the
law, then Christ is dead in vain” (Galatians 2:21). That is plain enough to make a Pharisee
choke on his own prayer book. If a man can contribute foundational righteousness by his
own efforts, then Calvary was unnecessary. If your rule-keeping can do what the blood of
Christ did, then the Son of God wasted His life. The legalist never says it that bluntly, but
that is the blasphemy hidden under the system. He builds on himself while talking about
Jesus.



And legalism flatters the flesh because it gives it a ladder to climb and a mirror to admire
itself in. The self-righteous man loves standards as long as he thinks he is keeping them
better than somebody else. He loves visible separation if it can be used as a weapon of
comparison. He loves moral seriousness without spiritual brokenness. But the publican
who cried for mercy went down justified, not the Pharisee who rehearsed his résumé
before God (Luke 18:10-14). Self-righteousness is one of the most beautiful-looking false
foundations ever laid, because it is cut stone, polished morality, and religious vocabulary
resting on a base of pride. But the flood will not care how clean the outside looked. It will
expose what was trusted underneath.

6. Mysticism, Intellectual Pride, and Social Respectability Are Polished Sand

Some false foundations are cruder. Others are polished to a brilliant finish. Mysticism is
one of them. It promises deeper spiritual knowledge through inner impressions, hidden
pathways, quiet voices, contemplative exercises, sacred atmospheres, and private
encounters beyond the plain sense of Scripture. Intellectual pride does something similar
from the other direction. It tells men they are safe because they understand sophisticated
systems, can parse difficult concepts, and have read the right scholars. Social
respectability offers yet another substitute. It tells a man he is sound because he is decent,
admired, stable, respectable, charitable, and accepted in the right circles. None of those
things is Christ. They are polished sand.

Mysticism flatters the flesh by making a man feel special. He is no longer simply a sinner
standing on Christ by faith. He is now an initiated person with subtler access and deeper
sensitivity. Intellectual pride flatters the flesh by making a man feel superior. He is no
longer simply resting on the gospel as a little child. He is standing above others through his
conceptual mastery. Social respectability flatters the flesh by making a man feel safe. He
may not be converted, but he is civilized, useful, and accepted. In all three cases the man
is drawing stability from something other than Jesus Christ. He may still use His name, but
Christis not the base. The base is inner experience, mental attainment, or public decency.

The Bible cuts all three. “Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain
deceit” (Colossians 2:8). “Knowledge puffeth up” (1 Corinthians 8:1). “Except ye be
converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven”
(Matthew 18:3). Nicodemus had theological training, moral standing, and social respect,
and Jesus still told him, “Ye must be born again” (John 3:7). Why? Because none of his
polished achievements constituted a foundation. A velvet cushion on top of sand is still on
sand. The most dangerous false foundations are often the ones least likely to be
questioned because they look refined. But hell will not be less hot for the respectable.



7. The Wise Man Digs Deep, the Fool Builds Fast

The Lord’s own words in Luke 6:48-49 bring all these false foundations into one searching
contrast. The wise man “digged deep, and laid the foundation on a rock” (Luke 6:48). The
foolish man built “without a foundation” (Luke 6:49). Notice the difference. One man digs.
He goes down beneath appearances, beneath hearsay, beneath inherited assumptions,
beneath the surface layer of religion, and gets to the rock. The other man builds fast. He
skips the deep work. He wants the house up quickly. He is content with outward structure.
He isin a hurry to look established. That is a perfect picture of false religion. It loves the
visible structure and hates the deep humbling work of coming as a guilty sinner to Christ
alone.

Digging deep means a man stops trusting himself. He stops trusting his church, his rituals,
his tribe, his feelings, his standards, his knowledge, and his social standing. He is brought
down to the one place where the soul has no boast except Jesus Christ. That is why so
many never do it. Digging deep is humiliating. It strips away props. It makes a man face the
fact that if Christ does not save him, he is damned. The flesh would rather decorate a
doomed house than be humbled enough to build on the Rock. But the only house that
stands is the one that went down far enough to reach Him.

And the flood proves everything. Jesus said the stream beat vehemently on both houses.
That is important. False foundations are often exposed in pressure, in death, in judgment,
in suffering, in temptation, in scandal, in bereavement, in fear, or in eternity itself. A
structure can stand through years of good weather and still be completely doomed. So the
question is not whether a man has built something. The question is what his confidence
rests on when the stream beats. When death comes, what is underneath? When judgment
comes, what is underneath? When God strips the paint off, what is underneath? If the
answer is not Jesus Christ alone, then the ruin of that house will be great no matter how
lovely the porch looked.

The conclusion is severe because the subject demands severity. False foundations are not
harmless variations in religious temperament. They are damnable substitutes for the Son of
God. Church tradition, baptismal regeneration, denominational pride, emotionalism, signs
and wonders, legalism, mysticism, intellectual pride, social respectability, and self-
righteousness all have one thing in common. They give the flesh something besides Christ
to lean on. Some are ancient. Some are modern. Some are emotional. Some are
respectable. Some are loud. Some are polished. But all of them are false because none of
them is Jesus Christ. “For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus
Christ” (1 Corinthians 3:11).



That means a structure can be beautiful and still be doomed. A church can be full, orderly,
emotional, educated, historical, strict, mystical, respectable, or exciting, and still be
headed for catastrophic ruin if the thing underneath it is wrong. Men are endlessly
impressed by visible religion. God is looking under the floorboards. He is not fooled by
cathedrals, conference platforms, theological credentials, moving testimonies, clean
lifestyles, or ancient liturgies when the soul beneath them has never truly rested on His
Son. The flood will settle all public relations campaigns in a moment. It will show what was
on rock and what was on earth.

So let every man search the footing. Not the label. Not the tribe. Not the record. Not the
feeling. Not the experience. Not the performance. The footing. Have you dug deep enough
to lose every false confidence except Jesus Christ? Are you resting on Him alone for
salvation, truth, stability, and eternal hope? Or are you still trying to keep one piece of flesh
under the building for comfort? False foundations are attractive because they flatter the
flesh. The true foundation offends the flesh because it excludes boasting. But the offense
of the cross is still better than the comfort of a beautiful ruin. Better to come down hard on
the Rock now than to go down forever with a house that looked right and never was.

8 of 12: Foundations That Stand - The Foundation of God Standeth Sure

There are times in the Christian life when everything around a man seems to shake.
Churches wobble, preachers fail, friends turn, governments rot, families crack, bodies
weaken, emotions swing, and the world changes its mind every fifteen minutes and then
calls the confusion progress. In a time like that, a believer does not need sentimental fluff,
religious theatre, or one more soft-spoken talk about “finding your journey.” He needs rock
under his feet. He needs something that does not move when the headlines move. He
needs something that was not built by the same trembling hands that are now trying to fix
the mess they made. That is why 2 Timothy 2:19 is one of the greatest verses in the New
Testament for a Bible believer who wants something settled underneath his soul:
“Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure.” Not maybe. Not usually. Not
depending on the mood of the century. Sure.

That verse comes like a granite slab dropped into the middle of all the instability of human
religion. Paul had just spoken of men like Hymenaeus and Philetus overthrowing the faith of
some by false teaching (2 Timothy 2:17-18). There is your religious confusion. There is your
doctrinal corruption. There is your church trouble. There is your evidence that men can
mess things up badly. Then the Holy Ghost says, “Nevertheless.” Thank God for that word.



Men can fail. Teachers can err. Churches can drift. Counterfeits can spread. Weak
believers can be shaken. But “the foundation of God standeth sure” (2 Timothy 2:19). That
means what God has actually laid in Christ is not threatened by the collapse of human
reliability. The failure of the scaffolding does not move the foundation.

But that verse does not stop with comfort. It also carries a knife. “The Lord knoweth them
that are his” gives assurance. “Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from
iniquity” gives responsibility. That is the biblical balance. Security on one side, holiness on
the other. Divine ownership on one side, human obligation on the other. A sure foundation
does not produce sloppy Christianity. It produces stable Christianity. A man who really
knows he is standing on Christ should not become lazy, loose, flippant, and careless. He
should become grateful, sober, clean, and faithful. If the foundation under him is truly
divine, then the structure rising above it ought to look like it knows what it is standing on.

1. The Foundation Is Sure Because God Laid It

The first thing that must be seen is that the foundation is sure because it is “the foundation
of God.” It is not the foundation of a denomination. It is not the foundation of a seminary. It
is not the foundation of church history. It is not the foundation of your feelings. It is not the
foundation of your consistency. It is not the foundation of your progress, your discipline,
your record, your sincerity, or your minister. It is God’s foundation. That means its security
comes from its source. God laid it, God knows it, God established it, and God is notup in
heaven trying to patch cracks in something He forgot to reinforce. What God lays stands.

That truth runs all through Scripture. Paul already said, “For other foundation can no man
lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 3:11). Isaiah said, “Behold, | lay in
Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation”
(Isaiah 28:16). There is that word again, “sure.” Why is it sure? Because it is God’s doing
from start to finish. Men may build on it well or poorly, but they do not create it. Men may
preach it faithfully or corruptly, but they do not originate it. Men may stand on it or stumble
around it, but they do not move it. A divine foundation is sure because divine work does not
depend on human strength to stay standing.

This is where assurance begins. If a believer looks to himself for stability, he will be
unstable. If he looks to the age, he will be confused. If he looks to religious institutions, he
will eventually be disappointed. But if he looks to what God laid in Christ, he finds
something settled. Not because the believer is strong, but because the foundation is. Not
because the church is impressive, but because the Lord is. Not because his spiritual life
never fluctuates, but because Jesus Christ is “the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever”



(Hebrews 13:8). The soul rests not on its own grip, but on the certainty of what God has put
under it.

2. “The Lord Knoweth Them That Are His” - Security and Divine Ownership

The first seal on the sure foundation is this: “The Lord knoweth them that are his” (2
Timothy 2:19). That is one of the most comforting statements in the whole Bible. It does not
say the Lord guesses who are His. It does not say the Lord hopes they will hold out. It does
not say the Lord is still taking attendance and trying to sort out which ones belong to Him. It
says He knows. The Shepherd knows His sheep. Jesus said, “| am the good shepherd, and
know my sheep, and am known of mine” (John 10:14). He also said, “My sheep hear my
voice, and | know them, and they follow me” (John 10:27). Divine knowledge is not
uncertain, partial, or reversible.

That means the believer’s security is rooted in God’s knowledge and ownership, notin the
believer’s power to maintain himself. The Lord knows who belongs to Him because He
bought them. “Ye are not your own... For ye are bought with a price” (1 Corinthians 6:19-
20). Redemption is not a temporary rental agreement. It is a purchase. The sheep are not
wandering around hoping the Shepherd remembers their faces. He knows them because
they are His. That is why Paul could say, “| know whom | have believed” (2 Timothy 1:12),
not merely what he believed. Salvation is personal union with a Person who knows His own.

That destroys the terror-based religion that keeps people perpetually wondering whether
every stumble, failure, dark thought, or season of weakness has knocked them off the
foundation. The Lord knoweth them that are his. If your salvation depends on your ability to
keep God informed about your status, then no one is safe. But if it depends on His
knowledge, His purchase, His grace, and His foundation, then there is real assurance. That
does not excuse sin. It just puts security where Scripture puts it. A child of God may grieve
the Father, may require chastening, and may lose reward, but he does not stop being
known by the Lord who bought him. Divine ownership is stronger than human wobbling.

3. Eternal Security Rests on Christ, Not on Human Performance

This is where eternal security must be preached plainly, because the verse demandsit.
“The foundation of God standeth sure” (2 Timothy 2:19). If the foundation is Christ, and if
that foundation is God’s foundation, and if the Lord knows them that are His, then a
believer’s standing with God is secure in Christ, not hanging by the thread of his daily
performance. Jesus said, “And | give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish”
(John 10:28). He did not say they would never perish unless they had a bad month. He did
not say they would never perish unless they failed to live up to somebody’s preferred
sanctification chart. He said never.



Paul says believers are “sealed with that holy Spirit of promise” (Ephesians 1:13), and
again, “grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption”
(Ephesians 4:30). Notice the language. Sealed unto the day of redemption, not sealed until
the next spiritual wobble. If salvation were maintained by the believer’s works, then grace
would no longer be grace and Christ would no longer be the sufficient foundation. The
same apostle who warned believers to live clean also said, “Being confident of this very
thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it” (Philippians 1:6). God
does not begin salvation as a foundation and then hand the maintenance of it over to the
flesh.

Now the carnal mind hears that and says, “Then | can live however | want.” That response
proves the heart is already crooked. A man who wants assurance so he can sin comfortably
has not understood assurance at all. The purpose of eternal security is not to make
rebellion feel safer. It is to make obedience steadier. Itis to anchor the believer in the
sufficiency of Christ so he can serve without terror, endure without despair, repent without
doubting the foundation, and live gratefully before the God who saved him. Eternal security
is not the license of a rebel. It is the comfort of a child who knows the Father’s house rests
on God’s own stone.

4. A Sure Foundation Produces Stability, Not Carelessness

One of the great slanders against eternal security is the accusation that it produces loose
living. The answer to that lie is in the very verse under discussion. “Nevertheless the
foundation of God standeth sure... Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart
from iniquity” (2 Timothy 2:19). The Holy Ghost put those two truths together on purpose.
Security on one side, separation on the other. Assurance and obedience are not enemies.
They are companions when grace is understood properly. The stronger the foundation, the
more stable the building ought to be. The believer who knows he stands on Christ should
not become spiritually careless. He should become spiritually grounded.

A shaky religion produces one of two results. Either it throws people into despair, or it
drives them into performance-based pride. But a sure foundation produces stability. A
believer who knows Christ has truly saved him can confess sin honestly instead of hiding it.
He can endure correction without feeling cast off. He can face failure without pretending it
never happened. He can get up after stumbling because his standing rests in Christ and not
in yesterday’s emotional success. That kind of man is actually in a far better position to live
a clean life than the man who is constantly terrified that one misstep has blown apart the
whole structure.



The problem with modern easy-believism is not that it preaches security. The problem is
that it often preaches security detached from lordship, holiness, chastening, reward,
obedience, and the fear of God. But the Bible never does that. The foundation is sure, yes.
The Lord knows His own, yes. And because of that, “Let every one that nameth the name of
Christ depart from iniquity” (2 Timothy 2:19). The saved man is not told to depart from
iniquity in order to become Christ’s. He is told to depart from iniquity because he names
Christ and belongs to Him. The order is everything. Holiness is the fruit of the sure
foundation, not the replacement for it.

5. Holiness and Separation Are the Mark of a Life Built on Certainty

The second half of 2 Timothy 2:19 drives right into personal holiness. “Let every one that
nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity.” Not play with it. Not excuse it. Not make
peace with it. Depart from it. That means a believer who truly understands what he is
standing on will not use grace as a cushion for corruption. He will hear that command as
entirely reasonable. If Jesus Christ is the foundation, if the Lord knows me as His own, if |
am bought with a price, if | am sealed unto the day of redemption, then how in the world
could I justify clinging to the very iniquity from which He died to save me?

This is where separation must be preached without apology. Not Pharisaical separation
built on self-righteousness and external show, but biblical separation rooted in belonging to
Christ. Paul later says, “If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel
unto honour” (2 Timothy 2:21). That is not sinless perfection. It is deliberate cleansing from
defilement, false teaching, and dishonorable entanglements. A sure foundation does not
make standards unnecessary. It makes them meaningful. The believer separates not to
earn sonship, but because he is a son. He departs from iniquity not to persuade God to
keep him, but because he knows the God who keeps him is holy.

That kind of holiness is stronger than legalism because it comes from love and reality.
Legalism says, “Keep these rules so you can stay safe.” Grace says, “You are standing on
the sure foundation of Christ, so live like a man who knows what he is standing on.”
Legalism produces pride or despair. Grace-informed holiness produces gratitude, sobriety,
humility, and real obedience. A man who knows the Lord has laid a sure foundation under
him has no business living like a tramp on sacred ground. He ought to walk circumspectly,
not as a slave hoping for acceptance, but as a redeemed man who knows he has already
been accepted in the Beloved.

6. God’s Ownership Includes Chastening, Correction, and Faithful Discipline

Some people hear security and imagine indulgence. But the Lord knowing them that are
His does not only mean protection. It also means discipline. Fathers who know their



children correct them. Owners who know what belongs to them do not abandon it to rot.
Hebrews 12 says, “For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth” (Hebrews 12:6). Thatis nota
threat to sonship. It is proof of sonship. “If ye be without chastisement... then are ye
bastards, and not sons” (Hebrews 12:8). In other words, one of the ways God shows that
the foundation stands sure is by refusing to let His own remain comfortable in iniquity
without dealing with them.

That is a needed corrective in a generation that wants security without divine government.
No, the believer cannot lose his salvation if he is truly standing on Christ. But yes, the
Father can make life bitter, painful, narrow, and humiliating when His children insist on
rebellion. Yes, He can chasten, scourge, expose, and correct. Yes, He can remove
candlesticks, take lives early, dry up ministry, withhold fruit, and make sin taste like gravel
in the mouth of a child of God. Divine security is not divine permissiveness. It is divine
faithfulness. The foundation stands sure, and part of that sureness is that God does not
hand His own over to sin without dealing with them.

This truth actually strengthens assurance instead of weakening it. A believer who stumbles
and feels the Lord’s hand correcting him has evidence that he belongs to a living Father, not
a dead system. Chastening is painful, but it is personal. It proves relation. It proves
ownership. It proves that holiness is not optional in the family of God. The very strength of
the foundation is what makes the discipline meaningful. If God were indifferent to how His
people live, then “the Lord knoweth them that are his” would be a cold statement. But
because He knows them, He deals with them. Because He owns them, He cleans them.
Because the foundation stands sure, the Father does not walk away from His house.

7. Stable Christians Are the Need of the Hour

In an age of instability, the church does not need more spiritual fads. It needs stable
Christians. Men and women who know what they stand on. Saints who are not blown over
every time some new teacher, scandal, trend, theory, or emotional wave sweeps through
religious circles. Paul says in Ephesians 4:14 that believers are not to be “children, tossed
to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine.” Stability comes from footing. The
reason so many professing believers are constantly rattled is because they have never
really settled the sure foundation beneath them. They are trying to stand on moods,
leaders, movements, and personal strength. No wonder they wobble.

A stable Christian is not a lazy Christian. He is not loose with doctrine, casual with sin, or
indifferent to obedience. He is stable because he knows Christ is enough. He is stable
because he knows the Lord knows His own. He is stable because he is not trying to earn
sonship every morning before breakfast. He is stable because the storms of life do not have



to answer the question of salvation for him every week. That settledness frees him to work,
pray, serve, repent, endure, and stand. He is not constantly navel-gazing over whether the
floor still exists beneath him. He knows it does, and that lets him live usefully.

That is exactly the kind of Christian this rotten age cannot understand. The world knows
frenzy, fear, indulgence, and image-management. It does not know sober steadiness. The
church often imitates the world in its nervousness. But a man who knows the foundation of
God standeth sure is not easily manipulated. He can refuse compromise without panic. He
can hear false teaching without being seduced. He can lose earthly props without losing
his footing. He can endure suffering without cursing God. He can depart from iniquity
because holiness is not a desperate attempt to stay afloat. It is the proper walk of a man
already planted on Christ.

The conclusion of the matter is rich and plain. “Nevertheless the foundation of God
standeth sure” (2 Timothy 2:19). Not because men are reliable, but because God is. Not
because churches are perfect, but because Christ is. Not because the believer never
stumbles, but because the foundation beneath him is divine. The Lord knows them that are
His. That means real security, real ownership, real assurance, and real permanence for
every soul truly resting on Jesus Christ. Salvation is not a wobbling arrangement held
together by the frayed nerves of the redeemed. It is anchored in what God has laid.

But the verse also refuses to let assurance rot into carelessness. “Let every one that
nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity” (2 Timothy 2:19). There is the necessary
balance. A sure foundation produces stable Christians, not sloppy ones. The believer who
knows he stands on Christ should not become presumptuous. He should become grateful.
He should depart from iniquity because he belongs to the Lord who knows him. He should
live cleanly because the foundation is holy. He should walk carefully because grace is not
cheap and security is not an excuse to play with sin. The strength of the foundation is the
very reason to build a life above it that honors the One underneath.

So let this truth settle deep. Eternal security is not the enemy of holy living. It is the ground
from which holy living can actually grow without fear, pride, or legal bondage. The Lord
knoweth them that are His, and because He knows them, He keeps them, chastens them,
and commands them to depart from iniquity. That is not a contradiction. That is
Christianity. The foundation of God standeth sure. Blessed be God for that. And the man
who really believes it will not use it as a mattress for his sin. He will use it as a rock for his
feet, a reason for his gratitude, and a call to walk faithfully before the God who laid it.



9 of 12: Foundations That Stand - Discovered Foundations

One of the most frightening truths in all the Bible is that a thing may stand for years and still
be rotten underneath. A wall may look straight, a ministry may look fruitful, a church may
look alive, a preacher may look powerful, a family may look respectable, and a man may
look steady, all while the foundation under the whole structure is weak, cracked, false, or
entirely missing. That is why the Lord does not merely judge surfaces. He gets underneath
them. He does not stop at paint, polish, language, image, or religious arrangement. He
goes after what lies under the visible thing. And when He does, He often uncovers or
discovers the foundation so that everybody can see what was really there all along. Ezekiel
13:14 says, “So will | break down the wall that ye have daubed with untempered morter,
and bring it down to the ground, so that the foundation thereof shall be discovered.” Micah
1:6 says, “l will pour down the stones thereof into the valley, and | will discover the
foundations thereof.” God does not merely topple falsehood. He exposes the base it was
resting on.

That is why this subject is so searching. Men can survive a long time on appearances. They
can keep up a religious show, maintain a public testimony, repeat the right words, and
arrange the visible parts of their life and ministry in such a way that few suspect what is
really under the floorboards. False prophets can preach smooth things. Shallow churches
can look busy. Outwardly reformed people can look morally respectable. Fraudulent
ministries can sound spiritual. A man can even fool himself for years if the weather stays
mild. But when the wind rises, when the storm hits, when the Lord starts breaking down the
wall, the foundation gets discovered. Then what had been hidden becomes visible, and
what looked strong is shown to have been hollow, fleshly, and false.

This essay must therefore deal with both public fraud and private reality. God discovers
foundations in judgment because He wants truth brought into the light. He exposes false
prophets, false religion, untempered walls, shallow building, and religious deception. But
He also uses suffering, pressure, persecution, betrayal, fear, loss, and crisis to expose what
a man has truly been resting on in his own soul. One of the great mercies of God is that He
reveals rotten foundations before eternity reveals them too late. Better to have the wall
come down here and run to the Rock than to keep admiring the paint until the last day and
hear the ruin crash forever. God discovering a bad foundation is painful, humiliating, and
sometimes devastating, but it is also merciful when it drives a soul to what actually stands.

1. God Judges Walls by What Is Underneath Them

Ezekiel 13 is one of the clearest pictures in Scripture of false religion and false prophecy
dressed up like something stable. The Lord speaks of men who “have seduced my people,



saying, Peace; and there was no peace; and one built up a wall, and, lo, others daubed it
with untempered morter” (Ezekiel 13:10). That is religion in a sentence. Somebody throws
up a wall, and then a crowd of other men come along with smoothing material and make it
look solid. They coat it, paint it, endorse it, preach around it, and tell everybody it is safe.
But the mortar is untempered. It is not sound. It has not been prepared properly. It will not
hold. So the Lord says He will send an overflowing shower, great hailstones, and a stormy
wind to rend it, and then “the foundation thereof shall be discovered” (Ezekiel 13:14).

That means God is not impressed by a religious structure that merely looks finished. He is
interested in what it is resting on. False prophets are experts at surface work. They know
how to use language that reassures, flatters, calms, and comforts people who ought to be
trembling. They say “Peace” where there is no peace. They patch cracks without fixing the
base. They soothe consciences without dealing with sin. They promise safety without
repentance. They create the atmosphere of stability while the whole thing is sitting on a lie.
Men often admire these builders because they make life feel easier. But God hates them
because they strengthen delusion by improving the appearance of what ought to be torn
down.

This still happens every day. A preacher can use enough Bible language to make a false
gospel sound safe. A church can employ enough order, music, friendliness, and activity to
make a spiritually dead structure look healthy. A man can hold a family together outwardly
while the whole thing is resting on pride, fear, image, or control instead of truth. The lesson
is plain. A standing wall is not proof of a sound foundation. What proves the foundation is
not the paint, but the pressure. The Lord often lets a thing stand long enough for men to
admire it, and then He tears it down so the base can be seen for what it really was.

2. False Prophets Specialize in Surface Stability

The men in Ezekiel 13 were not open atheists. They were religious deceivers. They operated
in God-language. They had a prophetic tone. They claimed spiritual authority. That is what
makes them so dangerous. A false prophet is rarely obvious to people who judge by
appearances. He speaks peace to people who do not want war declared against their sin.
He tells them their wall is stable when it is ready to collapse. He offers religious mortar to
cover structural problems he has no intention of repairing. That is why the Lord’s judgment
on such menis so severe. They are not merely mistaken contractors. They are accomplices
in spiritual fraud.

Paul faced the same spirit in the New Testament. He warned of men who “by good words
and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple” (Romans 16:18). He spoke of those
who have “a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof” (2 Timothy 3:5). Peter



described false teachers as those who “through covetousness shall they with feigned
words make merchandise of you” (2 Peter 2:3). These men may differ in style, but they all
share the same instinct. They work at the visible layer. They say what keeps the structure
publicly standing. They avoid the truths that would force men to face the rottenness at the
base. So they preach peace without the cross, blessing without repentance, grace without
holiness, spirituality without truth, and community without regeneration.

When God discovers the foundation of such work, the fraud becomes obvious. A ministry
that looked strong may collapse in scandal because its real foundation was ego. A prophet
who sounded deep may be exposed as a flatterer because his real foundation was the
praise of men. A movement that seemed spiritually alive may crumble because it was
resting on charisma rather than Christ. And when it happens, people act shocked because
they judged by the wall. God had been looking beneath it the whole time. This is why a Bible
believer must never be hypnotized by image, speech, atmosphere, or momentum. The
issue is always the foundation. Smooth men are often carrying untempered mortar in
polished buckets.

3. God Discovers Foundations in National and Corporate Judgment

Micah 1:6 says of Samaria, “l will pour down the stones thereof into the valley, and | will
discover the foundations thereof.” That is judgment on a city, on a people, on a whole
public structure. The same God who discovers foundations in a man’s life also discovers
them in nations, churches, movements, and institutions. He tears down public lies. He
exposes what a civilization was really built on. A nation may boast in law, progress,
freedom, education, art, military strength, or religion, but when judgment comes, the Lord
exposes what was truly underneath the whole thing. Pride. Idolatry. Injustice.
Bloodguiltiness. Sexual corruption. Rebellion against His word. Public structures can carry
a long shelf life even when their foundations are already decayed. But once God starts
throwing the stones into the valley, the hidden base becomes visible.

That helps explain why entire institutions sometimes collapse so suddenly after looking
stable for decades. The collapse was not sudden in God’s sight. The rot had been there a
long time. The wall merely remained standing because the final storm had not yet hit. Then
one scandal, one crisis, one pressure point, one judgment, and down it comes, and people
finally see what the Lord already knew. Churches split. denominations rot. schools
apostatize. governments convulse. ministries implode. Why? Because discovered
foundations reveal what the thing was actually standing on. Public collapse is often the
unveiling of long-hidden inner corruption.



This is a warning to every church and every nation that thinks outward strength can make
up forinward rot. It cannot. A constitution cannot save a people if their moral foundation is
gone. A doctrinal statement cannot preserve a church if the heart of the leadership is false.
A reputation built over generations cannot hold up a ministry if the present work is filled
with pride and compromise. One reason God sometimes brings public judgment is to show
that He is not fooled by structural impressiveness. He will tear down the visible thing to
expose the invisible lie beneath it. And once the foundation is discovered, no one can
pretend the collapse was just bad luck.

4. Personal Crisis Reveals What a Man Has Been Resting On

This principle applies just as strongly to the individual soul. It is possible for a man to look
sound until pressure comes. Prosperity can hide a bad foundation. Routine can hide it.
Familiar surroundings can hide it. Public respect can hide it. A man may seem spiritually
solid because nothing has yet happened that forced his real footing into view. Then
suffering hits. A child dies. A friend betrays him. His health breaks. Money disappears.
Reputation cracks. Fear closes in. Persecution starts. Some hidden temptation intensifies.
Suddenly the wall starts trembling, and what the man has actually been trusting begins to
show. That is when foundations get discovered.

Jesus said the wise man “digged deep, and laid the foundation on a rock” and when the
flood arose, “it could not shake it: for it was founded upon a rock” (Luke 6:48). The foolish
man built “without a foundation,” and when the stream beat vehemently upon it,
“immediately it fell” (Luke 6:49). Notice the flood did not create the foundation. It revealed
it. The storm did not make the house bad. It proved it was bad already. The pressure did not
invent the problem. It uncovered it. Many believers think a crisis ruined them when in fact
the crisis revealed what they had been leaning on besides Christ all along. Maybe it was
comfort. Maybe it was control. Maybe it was reputation. Maybe it was success. Maybe it
was family. Maybe it was ministry itself. Then the Lord allowed pressure, and the hidden
trust came into view.

This is one reason suffering can be a mercy. It hurts, but it tells the truth. It shows a man
whether his peace was in Christ or in stable circumstances. It shows whether his identity
was in the Lord or in the role he played. It shows whether his confidence was in Scripture or
in the approval of men. A crisis that discovers a rotten foundation is terrible, but it is better
than a smooth life that lets the rot stay hidden until eternity. The believer ought to ask in
hard times, not merely, “Why is this happening?” but also, “What is this exposing?”
Sometimes the answer is not pleasant. But truth is always kinder than delusion in the long
run.



5. Outward Reform Without Inward Truth Cannot Survive

One of the most dangerous things in religion is outward reform without inward truth. A man
can clean up his language, straighten his habits, improve his family life, join a church,
adopt standards, and become more respectable without ever having his foundation
changed. Jesus spoke of the unclean spirit leaving a man and then returning to find the
house “swept and garnished” (Luke 11:25). Swept and garnished is not the same thing as
indwelt by Christ. Outward order is not the same thing as inward regeneration. Morality is
not the same thing as the new birth. Reform can paint the walls while leaving the footing
untouched.

That is why some of the most shocking collapses come from people who looked externally
disciplined. The discipline was real as far as it went, but it was resting on pride, fear, social
pressure, or self-righteousness instead of Christ. Then something shifts, the restraints
weaken, the applause fades, or the hidden appetite finally gets room to breathe, and the
whole thing caves in. People say, “But he looked so solid.” Exactly. The wall looked solid.
The foundation was not. Outward reform is usefulin its place, but it is no substitute for
inward truth. A cleaned-up life without a changed heart is just a decorated ruin waiting on
discovery.

Churches can fall into the same trap. They can emphasize visible standards, proper
behavior, polished appearance, and orthodox language while neglecting the heart, the
gospel, repentance, humility, brokenness, and real communion with God. Then when
younger generations hit pressure, the whole thing crumbles faster than anyone expected.
Why? Because they inherited paint without foundation. They learned conduct without
conversion, performance without power, and image without inward reality. The Lord is not
against walls. He is against walls that are not resting on truth. He is not against reform. He
is against reform detached from Christ. The fire and the flood will tell the difference quickly.

6. Spiritual Frauds Often Collapse Only After Long Success

One of the sobering things about discovered foundations is that God sometimes allows the
fraud to succeed outwardly for a long time before exposing it. That should humble
everybody. The delay is not approval. It is patience, testing, and eventual manifestation.
Ecclesiastes 8:11 says, “Because sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily,
therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil.” The delay can make a
fraud bolder. He begins to think the wall really is solid. His followers think so too. Success,
numbers, influence, and longevity begin to function like proof in their minds. But delayed
exposure is still exposure when God sets the time.



This is why Christians should be careful about equating duration with divine endorsement.
A lie can stand for generations. A false church can grow wealthy. A shallow ministry can go
global. A counterfeit movement can fill stadiums. A false prophet can have a long run. Men
see that and assume the foundation must be sound. But Babylon stood for a while too. So
did Samaria. So did the temple establishment in Jerusalem when it was rotting with
hypocrisy. God often allows the thing to mature enough to expose not only the leaders but
the hearts of those who followed the appearance rather than the truth. When the collapse
finally comes, it reveals what many loved in the first place: not God, but the wall.

That should make every believer wary of celebrity religion and success metrics. The real
question is not how long a thing has been standing, but what it is standing on. Have they
preached Christ clearly? Is repentance real? Is holiness honored? Is the word of God
central? Is the atmosphere humble or self-exalting? Are sinners converted or merely
gathered? Are the leaders broken before God or inflated before men? These are foundation
questions. Ifignored, the success itself may become part of the fraud. Some walls stand
for years because they are painted well. Then one day the storm comes, the Lord tears it
down, and the discovered foundation tells the truth louder than the ministry ever did.

7. Discovered Foundations Are a Mercy When They Drive Men to the Rock

As frightening as this subject is, there is mercy in it. One of the great mercies of God is that
He sometimes tears down a wall before the last day. He exposes the foundation in time so
that a man, a church, a family, or even a nation might yet repent. Better to have your false
peace shattered now than to carry it into eternity. Better to discover that you were standing
on self-righteousness, tradition, emotion, or image before death than after it. Better for a
church to realize it has been running on machinery instead of truth while there is still time
to repent. Better for a believer to see that his confidence has drifted into idols before the
judgment seat of Christ burns away the illusion forever.

This is why some of the most painful seasons in a Christian life can become some of the
most profitable. A collapse that drives a man to Jesus Christ is a gift in rough wrapping. A
scandal that humbles a church and makes it return to the gospel is mercy. A crisis that
shows a believer he has been leaning on people rather than the Lord is mercy. God
discovering the foundation does not always mean final destruction. Sometimes it means
necessary exposure so that reconstruction can begin on the right base. The Lord wounds,
but He wounds faithfully. He tears down in order to reveal. He reveals in order to call men
back to what stands.

The right response, then, is not to curse the discovery but to heed it. If the wall is cracking,
ask what is underneath. If pressure is revealing fear, pride, bitterness, compromise, or false



confidence, do not just patch the visible damage. Get down to the foundation. If a church is
convulsing, ask what it has really been built on. If a ministry falls apart, do not merely
lament the public embarrassment. Ask what the Lord just exposed. And in every case, run
back to Christ. Do not try to salvage a rotten base with fresh paint. Tear it down to the rock if
you must. Better a painful rebuilding on the truth than a pretty collapse on a lie.

The conclusion of the matter is solemn and necessary. God discovers foundations. He
breaks down walls, casts stones into the valley, sends storms against untempered
structures, and reveals what was really underneath the visible thing all along. False
prophets, false religion, shallow churches, outward reform without inward truth, and
spiritual frauds can survive a long time on appearance. But when judgment, pressure, or
crisis comes, the foundation is discovered. Then the issue is ho longer how the wall looked,
how successful it seemed, or how long it stood. The issue is what it was built on.

That truth applies publicly and personally. Nations can be exposed. Churches can be
exposed. Ministries can be exposed. Families can be exposed. And individual hearts can be
exposed. Suffering, persecution, betrayal, fear, and crisis often reveal what a man has
really been resting on. The flood does not invent the problem. It discovers it. That is why
wise men do not merely patch the visible life. They dig deep and build on the Rock. They ask
not only whether the wall is attractive, but whether the foundation is Christ. Because if the
foundation is wrong, the wall is just a delayed catastrophe.

But here is the mercy in all of it. God sometimes reveals rotten foundations before eternity
reveals them too late. That is a hard mercy, but it is mercy nonetheless. Better to have the
false wall come down now and be driven to Jesus Christ than to carry a beautiful ruin to the
judgment. Better to have a discovered foundation here than an irreversible collapse there.
So let the Lord search the base. Let Him expose whatever is false. Let Him tear down what
cannot stand. And let every believer, every church, and every soul flee afresh to the only
foundation that survives every storm and every judgment: Jesus Christ.

10 of 12: Foundations That Stand - Shaken Foundations

Men love anything that looks permanent. They like stone, steel, armies, institutions,
markets, constitutions, towers, traditions, and systems that give the illusion of durability.
Fallen man is always looking for something in the visible world he can lean on without
having to bow before God. If he cannot have Christ, he will take a kingdom. If he cannot
have the Rock, he will settle for a regime. If he cannot have the sure foundation in Zion, he
will comfort himself with money, military power, social order, religious machinery, or the



momentum of a civilization. But the Bible is merciless in exposing that lie. Scripture
repeatedly shows that when God moves, even foundations tremble. The things men
thought could never shake begin to quake like leaves in a storm. The world’s deepest pillars
are still creaturely, and anything creaturely can be shaken.

That truth comes roaring through the Scriptures. Deuteronomy 32:22 says, “For afire is
kindled in mine anger, and shall burn unto the lowest hell, and shall consume the earth
with her increase, and set on fire the foundations of the mountains.” Second Samuel 22:8
says, “Then the earth shook and trembled; the foundations of heaven moved and shook,
because he was wroth.” Psalm 18:7 says, “Then the earth shook and trembled; the
foundations also of the hills moved and were shaken, because he was wroth.” Isaiah 24:18
says, “for the windows from on high are open, and the foundations of the earth do shake.”
Acts 16:26 says, “And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of
the prison were shaken.” That is not mere poetic excess. That is revelation. God is showing
you that no created thing is ultimate. No mountain is absolute. No kingdom is final. No
earthly order is invincible. No visible structure is beyond His hand.

That is why this essay matters so much in an age drunk on false security. Men think
governments can save them. They think wealth can insulate them. They think armies can
preserve them. They think economic systems can stabilize them. They think cultural
influence can sustain them. They think religious institutions can protect them. They think if
the machinery is big enough and the walls are thick enough and the accounts are large
enough, they are safe. The Lord laughs at that whole delusion. He shakes mountains. He
shakes prisons. He shakes cities. He shakes nations. He shakes the foundations of the
earth itself. But there is one foundation He does not shake, because He laid it Himself in
His Son. Christ cannot be shaken. The believer standing on Jesus Christ is standing on the
only thing that remains steady when every lesser foundation starts to tremble.

1. God Shakes What Men Think Is Fixed

One of the first lessons of these passages is that God deliberately shakes what men think is
fixed. Deuteronomy 32:22 says His anger can “set on fire the foundations of the
mountains.” Mountains are the very image of stability in human thought. Men speak of
mountains as symbols of permanence, endurance, and unmovable power. Yet the Lord
says their foundations can burn. The point is not merely geological upheaval. The pointis
theological humiliation. God takes the things men assume are immovable and reminds
them they are only standing because He permits it. The strongest created thing is still
created. That means itis not ultimate. It is not self-sustaining. It is not beyond judgment.



The same pattern appears in 2 Samuel 22:8 and Psalm 18:7. “The foundations of heaven
moved and shook” and “the foundations also of the hills moved and were shaken” because
the Lord was wroth. Notice that. It is not blind natural force. It is not random catastrophe. It
is not impersonal fate. It is God moving in anger, and creation responding to its Maker. The
world is not a sealed system operating independently of divine authority. It is a realm
upheld by God, and when He manifests His wrath or intervenes in judgment, the structure
itself reacts. The trembling of foundations is creation confessing that it is not sovereign.

That should strip the pride out of man. He builds his towers, names his empires, funds his
armies, fortifies his institutions, and then talks like his order is going to last forever. But if
the foundations of the mountains can be set on fire, what chance does your little kingdom
have? If the hills can shake, what is your mortgage, your retirement account, your
denomination, your political coalition, or your media network? The problem is not that men
build earthly things. The problem is that they treat them like absolutes. God shakes them to
remind them that created stability is always borrowed stability.

2. The Foundations of the Earth Can Shake Because the Earth Is Not God

Isaiah 24:18 says, “the foundations of the earth do shake.” That verse ought to be read
slowly. Men treat the earth like the final frame of reference, the one constant beneath
everything else. But God says even that can shake. The earth feels solid to us because we
are creatures living on it, but the Bible keeps reminding us that what feels ultimate to the
creature is not ultimate to the Creator. The earth has foundations because God laid them,
but that does not mean the earth is eternal, independent, or immune to divine disturbance.
Itis still part of the created order, and therefore it is still subordinate to the word of the One
who made it.

This truth runs against the whole spirit of the age. Modern man thinks in terms of systems,
structures, and natural continuities as though the created order were the final thing to be
reckoned with. He will talk endlessly about “the way the world works” while ignoring the
God who works upon the world. He treats material stability as though it were self-
generated. Then a crisis comes and the foundations begin to shake, and suddenly the
illusion is exposed. Supply chains collapse. markets convulse. governments panic.
landscapes change. social confidence evaporates. What happened? Nothing happened
except God reminded man that the earth is not God.

The believer ought to learn from that what the world never seems to grasp. Your deepest
security cannot be tied to the stability of the earth itself. Psalm 46 says, “Therefore will not
we fear, though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst
of the sea” (Psalm 46:2). That is not poetic exaggeration for a Hallmark card. Thatis a



statement of real spiritual footing. If your confidence rests on Christ, then even if the visible
order itself starts shaking, your soulis not homeless. The earth may be stable ordinarily,
but the believer’s peace rests on something above ordinary stability.

3. Political Foundations Can Be Shaken in a Moment

Men often treat political order as though it were salvation with paperwork. They trust
governments, courts, armies, parties, constitutions, elections, and state power as though
these things could finally secure life, truth, and justice. But the Bible repeatedly shows
kingdoms trembling before the Lord. Nations rise, boast, threaten, conquer, legislate, and
oppress, and then God breathes on them and they go down into history like dust. Babylon,
Assyria, Egypt, Rome, and every empire since have all learned the same lesson. Political
foundations are not ultimate. They are creaturely and therefore shakeable.

Isaiah 40:23 says the Lord “bringeth the princes to nothing; he maketh the judges of the
earth as vanity.” Psalm 75:7 says, “God is the judge: he putteth down one, and setteth up
another.” Men forget that because they are intoxicated with statecraft, but the throne room
of heaven is not impressed by campaign machinery or military parades. God can shake a
regime through war, corruption, internal collapse, division, fear, plague, economic ruin,
foreign invasion, or sheer providential unraveling. The strongest administration on earth is
still just another wall resting on creaturely foundations.

That means Christians must never place ultimate trust in political arrangements. You may
appreciate order. You may honor lawful authority. You may pray for rulers as Scripture
commands. But the minute you begin to think your safety rests in princes, you have already
started leaning on a trembling pillar. “Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son of man, in
whom there is no help” (Psalm 146:3). A government can help externally for a season, but it
cannot become a foundation for the soul. Build your peace on Washington, London, Rome,
Jerusalem, or any other city, and you are building on a structure that God can shake before
lunch.

4. Economic Foundations Are as Fragile as Dust Before God

Another false security men worship is wealth. Money makes men feel insulated. It gives
them a temporary illusion of control, mobility, and options. They think if the accounts are
full, the assets diversified, the reserves stocked, and the markets favorable, they are
standing on solid ground. But wealth is one of the shakiest foundations in the world
because it only looks solid while the system around it remains calm. God can shake
economies faster than men can refresh a screen. He can dry up gain, expose fraud, topple
currencies, rot confidence, and turn prosperity into panic in a very short time.



Proverbs 23:5 says of riches, “for riches certainly make themselves wings; they fly away as
an eagle toward heaven.” First Timothy 6:17 warns “that they be not highminded, nor trust
in uncertain riches, but in the living God.” There is the contrast. Uncertain riches versus the
living God. That ought to settle it. Yet men keep trusting the uncertain because it jingles in
the pocket and flashes on the statement. They call it prudence, but in many casesitis
idolatry with spreadsheets. The heart begins to rest in stored-up strength rather than in the
Lord. Then when economic foundations shake, the man discovers he had more confidence
in his accounts than in Christ.

This does not mean money has no practical use. It means money makes a terrible
foundation. Wealth can buy medicine, property, protection, and opportunity, but it cannot
make a man secure before God, stable in death, or peaceful when the whole visible order
begins to crack. A rich man can still wake up terrified. A poor saint standing on Christ can
still sleep in peace. When God shakes economic foundations, He is often exposing how
many people had mistaken currency for certainty. Gold in the vault is not the same thing as
Christin the soul.

5. Cultural and Social Foundations Are Not Strong Enough to Save a Civilization

There is also the false security men place in social order and cultural momentum. They
assume that because a civilization has customs, institutions, schools, art, media, and a
recognizable moral framework, it will endure. They trust social memory, common norms,
and inherited forms of order as if these things were self-sustaining. But once the underlying
truth is rejected, the culture itself begins to shake. Psalm 82:5 says, “all the foundations of
the earth are out of course.” That is a moral and social statement, not merely a geological
one. When rulers judge unjustly and truth is abandoned, the social order begins sliding off
the rails.

That is exactly what happens when a society rejects the Creator, denies moral absolutes,
mocks holiness, confuses male and female, legalizes corruption, celebrates perversion,
and then expects civic peace to continue. It will not. Cultural foundations can be shaken
because they are not self-maintaining. They depend on truth, restraint, accountability, and
fear of God. Once those things are eroded, the surface order may remain for a little while,
but the base is already going soft. Then one generation later everybody is shocked at the
chaos they spent years preparing.

This is why Christians must never confuse civilization with salvation. A nation may have
manners and still be doomed. A society may have law codes and still be rotten underneath.
A culture may preserve remnants of Christian language while despising the Christ who gave
those words meaning. The believer appreciates order where it exists, but he does not



worship it. He knows that every social foundation is still creaturely. When the truth of God
is abandoned, the polished structure starts trembling, because social order cannot long
outlive moral truth. It can coast for a time, but it cannot stand forever on fumes.

6. Religious Institutions Can Shake Just Like Prisons and Kingdoms

Some of the most dangerous false security comes from religious institutions. Men assume
that because a church has history, organization, buildings, seminaries, hierarchy, or a
recognized reputation, it must be stable. But Acts 16:26 says, “the foundations of the
prison were shaken.” That prison looked secure until God moved. The same is true of
religious systems. They may appear unassailable, but if the Lord decides to shake them,
the whole structure can convulse in a moment. Buildings, boards, endowments,
ordinations, vestments, and traditions do not make a thing unshakable. If the institution is
creaturely, it can tremble.

We have seen that repeatedly in history. Whole denominations go liberal. seminaries
become cemeteries. churches that once thundered truth turn into museums of dead
orthodoxy. ministries that seemed mighty become monuments to compromise. Why?
Because men mistook institutional strength for spiritual permanence. They trusted the
machinery. They assumed the walls guaranteed the life inside them. But the Lord can shake
a religious structure to expose whether Christ is actually its foundation or merely its slogan.
If the structure has rested on prestige, control, money, personality, or inherited authority,
then when the shaking starts, the weakness appears fast.

That should make every believer careful not to lean on institutional religion as though it
were the same thing as Christ. Thank God for sound churches. Thank God for faithful
assemblies, biblical order, and enduring local testimonies. But no church building, no
movement, and no earthly institution should ever be allowed to function as the object of
final confidence. Christ alone is the Rock. Churches are useful only to the degree that they
actually stand on Him and submit to Him. The prison in Acts looked strong until God shook
it. So will every religious system that men trusted more than the Lord of glory.

7. Christ Alone Is the Unshakable Foundation

After all the shaking verses are gathered and preached, the soul needs one final and
glorious contrast. Created foundations shake. Christ does not. Mountains move. Hills
tremble. Earthquakes come. prisons crack. nations totter. economies fail. cultures slide.
institutions wobble. But the Son of God remains. Hebrews 12:27-28 speaks of things that
can be shaken being removed, “as of things that are made,” in order that “those things
which cannot be shaken may remain.” The reason the believer has peace is not that he lives
in a calm world. It is that he stands on an unshakable Christ.



This is the glory of the gospel. God did not tell the sinner to steady himself by finding the
strongest visible pillar and holding on tight. He laid in Zion “a sure foundation” (Isaiah
28:16). Paul said, “For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus
Christ” (1 Corinthians 3:11). Jesus said the man who dug deep and founded on a rock could
not be shaken by the flood (Luke 6:48). That is not because the storm was weak. It is
because the foundation was right. The believer does not survive because life is gentle. He
survives because Christ is stronger than every force that pounds against the house.

This should preach hard against every false security men embrace. Your government
cannot carry your soul. Your wealth cannot carry your soul. Your culture cannot carry your
soul. Your army cannot carry your soul. Your denomination cannot carry your soul. Your
social standing cannot carry your soul. Your emotional equilibrium cannot carry your soul.
Jesus Christ can. And more than that, He can carry you when all those lesser things begin
to tremble at once. That is the difference between a saved man and a lost man in a shaking
age. One sees the pillars wobble and loses his mind. The other sees the pillars wobble and
remembers that he was never standing on them to begin with.

The conclusion is as plain as thunder over a mountain range. The Bible teaches that even
the deepest created foundations can be shaken. The foundations of the mountains can
burn, the foundations of heaven can move, the foundations of the earth can shake, and the
foundations of prisons can split when God moves in judgment or intervention. That means
nothing in the created order is ultimate. Not the landscape. Not the political order. Not the
economy. Not the culture. Not the institution. Every earthly pillar is still creaturely and
therefore still unstable in the final sense.

That is why men are fools to trust governments, wealth, armies, social order, or religious
machinery as if these things could provide final safety. They may give temporary external
support. They may preserve order for a season. They may restrain chaos for a while. But
they cannot become the foundation of a soul, because the things themselves can be
shaken. The world is always looking for one more visible structure to reassure itself with,
and God is always reminding the world that what is made is not the same thing as what is
eternal.

But the believer has something the world does not have. He has an unshakable foundation
in the Son of God. Jesus Christ does not tremble when kingdoms do. He does not wobble
when markets do. He does not decay when civilizations do. He does not crack when
institutions do. He is the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever (Hebrews 13:8). So let the
nations rage, let the earth shake, let the pillars of this age tremble if God so ordains. The
soul standing on Christ stands where no earthquake can reach.



11 of 12: Foundations That Stand - A City Which Hath Foundations

One of the great diseases of this present age is that men live as though this world were
permanent. They plant themselves in shifting sand and then talk like they are laying up
eternity. They pour their strength into houses that rot, bodies that weaken, markets that
shake, reputations that vanish, and pleasures that pass like smoke in a windstorm. Then
they act shocked when everything starts slipping through their fingers. But the saints in
your Bible were not fools like that. They were not mesmerized by tents, land, livestock,
cities, or temporary arrangements. Hebrews 11:10 says of Abraham, “For he looked for a
city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God.” That one verse will
straighten out a thousand crooked Christian priorities if a man will let it. Abraham was living
in tents because he knew the tent was not the destination. He had his eyes on a city with
foundations.

That phrase, “a city which hath foundations,” is one of the most glorious contrasts in all of
Scripture. Abraham lived in something movable while longing for something fixed. He lived
in something temporary while waiting for something permanent. He lived in a pilgrim
condition while expecting a settled inheritance. The tent could be taken down, folded up,
and moved by morning. The city God prepared could not. The tent was vulherable to
weather, thieves, decay, and time. The city hath foundations. Not “had a nice atmosphere.”
Not “offered good opportunities.” Not “gave a sense of community.” Foundations. Stability.
Permanence. Durability. God-built certainty. That is the kind of thing a saint ought to set his
heart on.

This essay must therefore pull the believer’s eyes up out of the mud of present-minded
Christianity and fix them on what actually lasts. Too many professing Christians live like
polished worldlings. Their language is heavenly, but their investments are earthly. Their
vocabulary is spiritual, but their ambitions are temporal. They are consumed with houses,
comfort, image, retirement, influence, experiences, upgrades, and visible success, all
while saying they believe in heaven. Abraham believed in heaven differently. He looked for a
city which hath foundations. That means he interpreted everything temporary in light of
something eternal. And if a believer today ever gets hold of that, it will change the way he
thinks about suffering, money, ministry, family, time, trials, success, and the whole shape
of this present life.

1. Abraham Lived in Tents Because He Knew This World Was Not Home

Hebrews 11:9 says that Abraham “sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country,
dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob.” That is a remarkable statement. He was in
the land of promise, yet he lived there “as in a strange country.” He was where God told him



to be, yet he still did not settle in as though the visible inheritance were the final thing. He
lived in tabernacles, in tents, in movable dwellings. Why? Hebrews 11:10 answers it. “For
he looked for a city which hath foundations.” The tent and the city are set against each
other deliberately. The Spirit of God is teaching you how a man of faith lives in this world.
He uses the tent, but he does not confuse it with the city.

Atentis one of the best pictures in the Bible of temporary life. It can be pitched and pulled
up. It gives shelter, but not permanence. It serves for a season, but no sane man mistakes it
for a final structure. That is how Abraham viewed his present life. He was not rootless
because he lacked direction. He was a pilgrim because he had too much direction to sink
roots into the wrong place. He knew the promise of God was bigger than the patch of
ground under his feet. So he lived with the inward understanding that even the best present
arrangement was still only a tent compared with what God had prepared.

That is exactly the mindset modern Christianity has largely lost. People want the language
of faith without the life of pilgrimage. They want to say they are heaven-bound while
building as though the subdivision were New Jerusalem. They want spiritual promises and
earthly finality at the same time. But Abraham’s faith would not let him settle down in the
wrong sense. He could own flocks and still remain a pilgrim. He could live in the land and
still treat it as passing in comparison with the city to come. The reason so many believers
get crushed by earthly losses is that they were secretly treating tents like foundations. God
never told you the tent was permanent.

2. The Saints of God Have Always Looked Beyond the Visible

Hebrews 11 is not just the biography of Abraham. It is the family portrait of faith. Again and
again you see men and women who oriented their lives around unseen realities. Moses
endured “as seeing him who is invisible” (Hebrews 11:27). Others confessed “that they
were strangers and pilgrims on the earth” (Hebrews 11:13). They desired “a better country,
that is, an heavenly” (Hebrews 11:16). That means the saints of God have always had this
mark on them: they refused to let the visible world define ultimate reality. They used what
was present, but they were governed by what was promised. They walked on earth, but they
aimed at heaven.

That puts the believer in direct conflict with the spirit of this age. The world says the visible
is all that matters. The world says get it now, hold it now, build it now, enjoy it now, protect it
now, because this life is all there is or at least all that really counts. The saint says the
opposite. He says this present world is not ultimate. “For here have we no continuing city,
but we seek one to come” (Hebrews 13:14). The world calls that impractical. God calls it
wisdom. The world thinks it is maturity to build your whole emotional and financial identity



around temporary things. God says that is the height of foolishness because the fashion of
this world passeth away (1 Corinthians 7:31).

This perspective does not make a man lazy on earth. It makes him free on earth. He can
labor without worshipping the labor. He can own without being owned. He can enjoy
without becoming entangled. He can suffer without despair because he knows the visible
order is not the final court of appeal. Abraham was not careless. He just refused to become
a citizen of what was only passing through his hands. A believer who knows he is headed
for a city with foundations can hold the things of this life in the right proportion. He can love
his family without making them his god. He can serve faithfully without pretending this age
is the kingdom. He can walk through the tent without mistaking it for the palace.

3. A City with Foundations Means Stability, Permanence, and Divine Security

The Holy Ghost did not merely say Abraham looked for a city. He said Abraham looked for
“a city which hath foundations” (Hebrews 11:10). That wording matters. A city with
foundations is a city marked by permanence. It is not a makeshift arrangement. It is not
temporary housing. It is not a floating idea. It is built, grounded, established, and secured.
The whole phrase pushes against the temporary nature of earthly life. Here, even cities
decay. Their walls crack, their cultures rot, their governments falter, and their glory fades.
But the city Abraham looked for had foundations of a different order because its builder
and maker is God.

This means heaven is not a vague cloudland for sentimental religious imaginations. It is not
some thin spiritual mist where saints drift around as disembodied sighs. The Bible speaks
concretely. City. Foundations. Builder. Maker. These are words of structure, design, order,
and settled existence. God is not preparing a vapor. He is preparing something stable and
substantial. The believer’s eternal hope is not less real than present life. It is more real. It is
more solid than the world men currently treat as so substantial. Everything here is wearing
out. What God builds there does not decay.

That ought to comfort the child of God deeply. Here everything moves. Here bodies
weaken. Here homes change. Here loved ones die. Here nations shift. Here plans collapse.
Here time erodes everything it touches. But the believer’s inheritance is connected to a city
with foundations. First Peter 1:4 calls it “an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and
that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you.” There is nothing flimsy about that. God is
not saving you for a vague experience. He is bringing you to a fixed, prepared, enduring
habitation. That is why hope is not wishful thinking in the Bible. It is certainty tied to what
God has already purposed and built.

4. Earthly Life Is a Tent, but God Has Prepared a House



The tent-city contrast in Hebrews 11 reaches over beautifully into other parts of Scripture.
Paul says in 2 Corinthians 5:1, “For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle
were dissolved, we have a building of God.” There it is again. Tabernacle here, building
there. Temporary here, permanent there. Something dissolvable here, something eternal
there. Paul is not depressed by the fragility of the earthly tabernacle because he knows God
has something better. The problem with so many Christians is that they are pouring all their
emotion into preserving the tent while barely meditating on the building. So every wrinkle,
every setback, every loss, and every crack in the canvas feels like the end of the world.

This does not mean the body is worthless or earthly responsibilities are meaningless. It
means they are not ultimate. A tent is useful, but it is not the final structure. God lets you
live in the tabernacle for a while, and you should serve Him faithfully in it. But if the canvas
tears, if the poles weaken, if the weather beats on it, you must remember what kind of
dwelling it always was. It was never the city. It was never the building. It was never the
inheritance in its full and final sense. To make the temporary body or the present world your
ultimate hope is to fasten your heart to dissolving material.

The saints who endure best are the saints who understand that. They mourn, but not as
those without hope. They feel pain, but not as those who think the tent is all there is. They
bury loved ones, but with resurrection in view. They age, but with glorification in view. They
watch earthly structures crack, but with their hearts set on a city with foundations. That is
not escapism. That is Christianity. The gospel does not tell men to idolize present life. It
tells them to interpret present life in the light of what God has prepared beyond it. A tent
can be appreciated rightly only when you know it is not the final house.

5. Worldly Christians Live Like Permanent Residents in a Temporary Camp

This is where the rebuke has to come in hard. Modern shallow living is one of the ugliest
contradictions in the church. Men say they believe in heaven and then organize their entire
energy around earthly accumulation. They say Christ is coming and then live as though the
main thing is to secure the nicest tent possible and decorate it better than the man in the
next tent. They spend more thought on kitchen renovations than on eternal rewards. More
effort on vacations than on prayer. More excitement over market gains than over
conversions. More fear of earthly inconvenience than of grieving the Holy Spirit. That is not
faith. That is baptized worldliness.

Paul warned the Colossians, “Set your affection on things above, not on things on the

earth” (Colossians 3:2). Our Lord said, “Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth”
(Matthew 6:19). Yet many professing Christians live as if those verses were footnotes for
monks rather than commands for saints. They invest everything emotional, mental, and



practical into the present world and then wonder why they are unstable, anxious, and
crushed by change. They are trying to get from the tent what God only promised in the city.
They want permanence from what is temporary, rest from what is restless, security from
what is shakable, and satisfaction from what was never designed to satisfy.

The cure is not abandoning responsibility. It is recovering proportion. Use the world, but do
not marry it. Work, but do not worship your work. Build what God gives you to build, but do
not imagine that your earthly arrangements are the final inheritance. A Christian who lives
like a permanent resident in a temporary camp is going to be spiritually stunted. He will
think small, pray shallowly, fear men too much, and suffer badly because his expectations
are disordered. Abraham had enough sense to live in the tent without forgetting the city.
Many believers today have forgotten the city and are trying to make the tent feel like home.
That never ends well.

6. God Himself Is the Builder and Maker of the City

Hebrews 11:10 does not just say Abraham looked for a city with foundations. It says the
city’s “builder and maker is God.” That is the glory of it. The permanence of the city rests on
the identity of the Builder. If men built it, it would eventually crack. If politics built it, it
would corrupt. If economics built it, it would fluctuate. If religion built it, it would decay. But
God built it. That means the city carries the stamp of divine wisdom, divine holiness, divine
power, and divine permanence. The hope of the believer is not based on architectural
optimism. It is based on the character of God.

This ties right back into the whole theme of foundations. The reason the city hath
foundations is because God made it. Revelation 21 opens the curtain further and shows
the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven. Its foundations are
garnished with precious stones, and its entire structure glories in divine order and beauty
(Revelation 21:14, 19). That is not a human civilization improved. That is God’s final answer
to the instability of the present world. Men build Babel and God judges it. God builds New
Jerusalem and it stands forever. Men build cities to exalt themselves. God prepares a city to
magnify His glory and dwell with His redeemed.

That should fill the believer with hope and reverence. Your future is not hanging on your
ability to maintain something for eternity. It is tied to what God has prepared. Jesus said, “I
go to prepare a place for you” (John 14:2). There is divine intention in that sentence. The
same Lord who laid the foundation in Zion, who secures His saints, who purchased them
with His blood, is also preparing their dwelling. That is why heaven is not uncertain to the
believer. It is promised, prepared, and God-made. When a saint dies in Christ, he is not



falling into the unknown. He is going toward a place built by the very God who redeemed
him.

7. The Eternal City Should Shape the Present Life

If Abraham looked for a city with foundations, then the believer should live in light of that
city right now. Hope is not meant to be decorative theology. It is meant to govern conduct.
First John 3:3 says, “And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he
is pure.” In other words, eternal expectation should produce present holiness. A man who
knows he belongs to a city with foundations should not live like a scavenger in a passing
age. He should not throw his life away on toys, vanity, and worldly obsession. He should
walk like a citizen of another country because that is exactly what he is.

This affects everything. It changes how you suffer. “For our light affliction... worketh forus a
far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory” (2 Corinthians 4:17). It changes how you
use money. You become interested in treasure that survives death. It changes how you
raise your children. You stop treating them as ornaments for your earthly success and start
preparing them for eternity. It changes how you serve. You begin to labor with reward,
inheritance, and the coming kingdom in view. It changes how you think about the present
world. You appreciate its blessings without becoming drunk on them, because you know
they are not the city.

And it gives courage. A saint who knows there is a city with foundations can afford to lose
things here. He can endure injustice. He can die well. He can be called strange by a world
that thinks the tent is everything. He can live simply if that is what faithfulness requires. He
can refuse compromise even if it costs him earthly advantage. Why? Because his
expectations are not chained to the present order. He is looking for a city. Not a dream, not
a metaphor, not a psychological state, but a city with foundations, whose builder and
maker is God. That kind of hope gives a man backbone in an age full of spiritual jellyfish.

The conclusion of the matter is beautiful and sharp. Abraham did not live for tents. He lived
in them, but he looked beyond them. “For he looked for a city which hath foundations,
whose builder and maker is God” (Hebrews 11:10). That one verse exposes the
shallowness of a Christianity that talks about heaven while living entirely for earth. The
saints of God have always been marked by this pilgrim spirit. They used the present world
without worshipping it. They confessed they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. They
desired a better country. They looked beyond what could be moved to what God had
established forever.

That is the correction many believers need right now. Everything here is passing. Houses
crack. bodies fail. markets swing. governments change. reputations vanish. plans collapse.



even the best earthly arrangements are still tents. Useful for a season, but not permanent.
The great mistake of worldly Christianity is trying to squeeze eternal meaning out of
temporary things. The great wisdom of faith is to receive present blessings thankfully while
setting the heart on what lasts. God has prepared something with foundations, something
fixed, stable, eternal, and untouched by decay.

So let this truth lift the eyes of your soul. You are not merely stumbling through a random
age toward an uncertain mist. You are heading toward a city. A city with foundations. A city
built by God. A city where nothing rots, nothing shakes, nothing lies, nothing dies, and
nothing has to be packed up and moved by morning. If a believer ever really gets hold of
that, he can walk through this world like Abraham walked through Canaan - grateful,
faithful, and unentangled, because he knows the tent is not the end of the story.

12 of 12: Foundations That Stand - The Eternal Foundations

The Bible does not end in rubble. It does not close with the saints hiding in caves forever
while the devil keeps the earth warm. It does not finish with uncertainty, half-built
promises, or some vague religious haze where everything spiritual becomes soft, symbolic,
and unreal. It ends with God bringing in a city so real, so ordered, so glorious, so
permanent, and so divinely built that all the cheap plastic kingdoms of men look like
children stacking mud pies in an alley. Revelation 21 says, “And the wall of the city had
twelve foundations, and in them the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb” (Revelation
21:14). Then inverse 19, “And the foundations of the wall of the city were garnished with all
manner of precious stones” (Revelation 21:19). That is how God closes the book. Not with
shaky scaffolding, but with eternal foundations.

That makes a fitting end to this whole series because it brings everything back to where it
started and carries it all the way through. We began with Jesus Christ as the only
foundation, because “other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus
Christ” (1 Corinthians 3:11). We traced the line through the foundation of the world, the
foundations of the earth, the destruction of foundations, the testing of what men build, the
exposure of false foundations, the certainty that the foundation of God standeth sure, the
discovery of rotten foundations in judgment, the shaking of creaturely foundations, and the
hope of a city which hath foundations. Now we arrive at the glorious end of the whole
matter: the eternal foundations of the New Jerusalem. That city is not a side note. Itis the
finished beauty of everything God has been building all along.



This final essay must therefore rise in tone and scope. It must gather creation, prophecy,
redemption, the church, endurance, judgment, and eternity and show that all of it
converges in what God builds forever. The foundations of that city speak of permanence,
beauty, order, glory, and divine craftsmanship. They say without words that what God
builds will never be overthrown. Everything men built on pride, rebellion, vanity, and self-
exaltation is gone. Every false foundation is gone. Every shaking structure is removed. Every
painted wall with untempered morter is gone. But what God built on Christ remains forever.
And the greatest glory of all is this: Christ is not only the foundation under the believer now.
He is the center of the eternal world to come.

1. The Bible Ends with a City God Built

Revelation 21 opens the curtain on the consummation of God’s redemptive purpose. John
says, “And | John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband” (Revelation 21:2). Notice the wording
carefully. Itis a city. Itis holy. Itis new. It comes down from God. It is prepared. That means
eternity is not chaos, fog, or abstraction. It is ordered, holy, divine, and prepared by God
Himself. Men have built their cities across history in rebellion, pride, bloodshed, idolatry,
corruption, and self-glory. Babel was man reaching upward in defiance. Babylon was man
organizing power against God. But New Jerusalem comes down from God. It is not the
monument of human ambition. It is the finished product of divine purpose.

That contrast matters because men are always trying to build permanence for themselves
apart from God. They build civilizations, systems, institutions, towers, and empires, and
every one of them either decays, falls, corrupts, or is judged. The Bible is a graveyard of
human permanence claims. Egypt had its monuments. Assyria had its pride. Babylon had
its splendor. Rome had its dominion. Modern civilization has its machinery, media, money,
and military strength. All of them are temporary. All of them are shakable. All of them are
creaturely. Revelation 21 is God’s final answer to all of them. Here is the city that lasts, and
it lasts because God built it.

That ought to put steelinto the believer’s hope. Your future is not tied to preserving this
present order indefinitely. Thank God for what order remains here, but this age is not your
final city. Here we have no continuing city, but we seek one to come (Hebrews 13:14). The
saint does not need to panic when earthly structures shake, because his final citizenship is
tied to a city that comes from God. That city does not depend on election cycles, economic
recovery, denominational stability, or human wisdom. It has foundations because it is built
by the Lord. And what He builds is not subject to the same rot that consumes every human
project.



2. The Twelve Foundations Show Permanence and Divine Order

Revelation 21:14 says, “And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the
names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.” The wall has foundations, plural, twelve of
them, and those foundations bear names. That tells you right away that eternity is not less
structured than time but more. There is order in that city. There is meaning in that city.
There is remembrance in that city. There is design in that city. The God who laid the
foundations of the earth in wisdom has laid the foundations of the eternal city with even
greater display of beauty and glory. He is not improvising. He is finishing.

The number twelve itself carries weight throughout Scripture in connection with divine
government, order, and fullness in administration. Twelve tribes. Twelve apostles. Twelve
gates. Twelve foundations. The repetition is not accidental. God is showing that the eternal
order of things is not a loose ending stitched onto a chaotic story. It is a consummation
planned from the beginning. The apostles named in the foundations remind us that the
church is not an afterthought. God used them in the laying of New Testament revelation,
and now their names are visibly associated with the foundations of the city. The same God
who laid the foundation in Christ and built His church through apostolic truth now displays
that settled order in the city to come.

This also tells the believer something precious about permanence. Those foundations are
not there to keep the city from falling apart because it might otherwise fail. They are there
to manifest its established, ordered, and everlasting character. God wants you to see that
the eternal state is not fragile. It is founded. It is secure. It is settled. There is no anxiety in
that city about whether the structure will hold. The wall has foundations. The names are
there. The design is there. The order is there. Eternity is not floating. It is founded forever by
the God who cannot lie, cannot fail, and cannot be overthrown.

3. Precious Stones Show Beauty Joined to Strength

Revelation 21:19 says, “And the foundations of the wall of the city were garnished with all
manner of precious stones.” Then the Spirit of God lists them: jasper, sapphire, chalcedony,
emerald, and the rest. That is one of the most majestic details in the whole Bible. The
foundations are not only strong. They are beautiful. God does not merely build to endure.
He builds gloriously. Human beings often separate these things. One structure is strong but
ugly. Another is beautiful but weak. But when God builds, there is no conflict between
permanence and beauty. His foundations are both enduring and adorned.

That tells you something about the eternal character of God’s work. Men build ugly things
that last a little while and pretty things that quickly rot. God builds eternal beauty. The
precious stones are not decorative excess. They are revelation. They tell you that God’s



final work is not only structurally perfect but aesthetically glorious. The saints are not
headed toward a bare concrete eternity. They are headed toward a world where strength
and splendor are united in holiness. Every foundation stone in that city preaches without a
voice that the Lord’s work is both exact and excellent.

This is also spiritually instructive right now. Many believers are tempted to think that
holiness, truth, endurance, and doctrinal solidity are somehow severe things stripped of
beauty. But God’s foundations in the eternal city are garnished with precious stones. In
other words, what is strongest is also most beautiful in the end. Truth is beautiful. Holiness
is beautiful. Redemption is beautiful. Divine order is beautiful. Christ Himself is beautiful.
The world does not see that now because it prefers painted decay to everlasting glory. But
Revelation 21 shows where the whole matter ends. God’s eternal foundations shine.

4. The City Ties Together Creation and New Creation

Throughout this series we saw the language of foundations in creation. “Where wast thou
when | laid the foundations of the earth?” (Job 38:4). “Mine hand also hath laid the
foundation of the earth” (Isaiah 48:13). The God who built the first creation in power is the
same God who brings in the new heaven and the new earth in Revelation 21:1. That means
the story is not fragmented. The Bible begins with God creating and ends with God
consummating. The first world had foundations laid by Him. The eternal city in the new
creation has foundations laid by Him. The whole storyline is held together by the same
sovereign Builder.

But there is a glorious difference as well. The first creation was good, but it became the
theater of man’s rebellion and the groaning of the curse. The eternal city is beyond all that.
In Revelation 21:4, “there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall
there be any more pain.” What God built in the beginning was marred by sin in history,
though never outside His sovereignty. What He brings in at the end is the finished display of
redemption accomplished and judgment completed. The first foundations of the earth
bore the weight of a world where sin entered. The eternal foundations bear the glory of a
world where sin is gone.

That should magnify the believer’s hope enormously. You are not merely headed back to
Eden. You are headed forward to something greater - a redeemed and glorified order in
which the Lamb’s work is eternally displayed. The city’s foundations are not merely
architectural details. They are the settled testimony that God’s purpose did not end in ruin.
What He builds in eternity is not vulnerable to another fall, another curse, another serpent,
another rebellion, or another death. The first order showed His power. The eternal order
displays His power, wisdom, holiness, justice, grace, and glory all at once.



5. The Eternal Foundations Display the Finished Triumph of Redemption

Everything in Revelation 21 stands on the far side of the cross, the resurrection, the church
age, the tribulation, the second coming, the kingdom, and final judgment. That means
those foundations are not merely about architecture. They are the settled beauty of
redemption fully accomplished. The Lamb has redeemed His people. Judgment has
removed the wicked. Death and hell have been cast into the lake of fire (Revelation 20:14).
The old order has passed away. What remains is not a shaky peace treaty but the finished
triumph of God. The city’s foundations are eternal because redemption is complete.

This is why Christ stands at the center of it all. Revelation 21:14 says the twelve
foundations bear “the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.” Verse 23 says, “the Lamb
is the light thereof.” Verse 27 says only those “which are written in the Lamb’s book of life”
enter in. You cannot read that city correctly if you leave Jesus Christ in the margins. He is
everywhere in it. He is not merely the foundation under the believer now. He is the central
glory of the city then. The apostles are identified in relation to Him. The citizens are
identified in relation to Him. The light of the city is tied to Him. Eternity is Christ-centered
because redemption is Christ-centered.

That means all the roads of biblical theology converge here. Prophecy converges here. The
covenants converge here. The gospel converges here. The church’s hope converges here.
Endurance through suffering converges here. Judgment on wickedness converges here.
Every promise of God finds its settled display in the world where the Lamb reigns and the
city of God stands forever. If a saint ever really sees that, he stops treating Christianity like a
set of disconnected doctrines and starts seeing the majestic unity of God’s purpose in
Christ. The city’s foundations are the permanent beauty of a redemption story finished
without one loose end.

6. Everything False, Shaky, and Temporary Is Gone

One of the great comforts of Revelation 21 is not just what is present, but what is absent.
Every false foundation is gone. Babylon is gone. The beast is gone. the false prophet is
gone. The devil is cast away. Death is gone. Sorrow is gone. Tears are wiped away. The old
heaven and the old earth have passed away. Everything that trembled, decayed, deceived,
threatened, corrupted, flattered the flesh, and opposed God has been removed. What
remains is what God built. That is why the eternal foundations are so glorious. They stand in
a universe finally purged of every rival lie.

Think of what that means. No more painted walls with untempered morter. No more
religious frauds propping up false structures. No more shallow churches dazzling men with
wood, hay, and stubble. No more kingdoms boasting in pride before collapsingin



judgment. No more counterfeit foundations of tradition, self-righteousness, emotion,
social respectability, and human power. No more shakable structures pretending to be
safe. Everything that was not of God has been exposed, judged, and removed. The city
stands in the clean air of completed righteousness.

This should encourage the believer in the middle of a crumbling age. Right now we live
among collapsing things. Right now we watch the weakness of human foundations daily.
Right now we deal with rot, fraud, compromise, pain, and sorrow. But the end of the story is
not that those things win. The end of the story is that they are all removed, and what God
built remains. A saint can keep going precisely because he knows the final scene is not
confusion, but order. Not decay, but glory. Not shaky walls, but eternal foundations. You are
not heading toward permanent disappointment. You are heading toward permanent
stability.

7. What God Builds on Christ Remains Forever

The final lesson of the eternal foundations is this: what God builds on Christ remains
forever. That is the grand message of the whole series brought to its crown. Christ is the
only foundation. False foundations fail. Shaky foundations tremble. Rotten foundations are
discovered. Surface structures collapse. Worldly building burns. But what God builds on
His Son endures into eternity. That is why Revelation 21 is not merely a vision of future
beauty. It is the vindication of divine construction from beginning to end. The Builder was
right all along.

This gives immense meaning to present faithfulness. Nothing done in Christ is wasted. No
laborin the Lord is vain (1 Corinthians 15:58). No suffering for His name is forgotten. No
holy obedience is meaningless. No sacrifice made for eternal things is lost in the dustbin of
time. Why? Because all of it is connected to what God is building forever. The city with
foundations is not disconnected from the faithfulness of saints through history. Itis the
world to which all that faithfulness was always pointing. The church does not labor toward
a fog. She labors toward a city. She does not suffer toward uncertainty. She suffers toward

glory.

And Christ Himself remains central in both the present and the eternal order. The believer
stands on Him now, and the believer lives in a city centered on Him then. That means
Christianity is not merely about getting a foundation under your feet for this life. It is about
being brought into the whole eternal purpose of God in His Son. Christis the stone laid in
Zion now. Christis the Lamb in the midst of the eternal city then. Christ is the beginning
and the end of the matter. If that does not fill a believer with hope, gratitude, reverence, and
joy, then he has not yet looked hard enough at the city God has prepared.



The conclusion of the matter is glorious beyond words, but the Bible gives us enough words
to make the heart burn. Revelation 21 closes the series of foundations by showing the
eternal foundations of the New Jerusalem. The wall of the city has twelve foundations.
Those foundations are garnished with precious stones. They display permanence, beauty,
order, glory, and divine craftsmanship. They stand as the final answer to every false
foundation, every discovered fraud, every shaken kingdom, every painted wall, and every
temporary structure men trusted in this life. What God builds is not overthrown.

That is why the whole Bible holds together so magnificently. The God who laid the
foundations of the earth, who promised a sure foundation in Zion, who sent His Son to
become the only foundation for sinners, who built His church on truth, who exposed false
foundations in judgment, who shook creaturely foundations, and who sustained pilgrims
looking for a city - that same God now reveals the eternal city in its finished glory. Creation,
prophecy, redemption, the church, endurance, judgment, and eternity all meet there.
Nothing is wasted. Nothing is unresolved. Nothing is unfinished. The whole counsel of God
stands in shining beauty.

So let the last word of this series be one of triumph and hope. Christ is not only the
foundation under the believer now. He is the center of the eternal world to come. In the
end, every rival foundation is gone. Every shaky structure is removed. Every false hope is
judged. And only what God built on Christ remains forever. That is where the saints are
headed. That is what faith has always been looking toward. And that is why a Bible believer
can walk through a collapsing world without panic. He knows the final city hath
foundations, and its Builderis God.

Series Conclusion: Foundations That Stand

After walking through this series, one truth ought to be settled deeper than ever in the mind
and heart of every Bible believer: the issue is never merely what is standing, but what is
standing on. That is the question God keeps pressing from Genesis to Revelation. Not how
impressive the wall is. Not how old the structure is. Not how polished the language is. Not
how large the crowd is. Not how emotional the experience is. Not how respected the
institution is. Not how beautiful the city looks from a distance. The question is always the
same. What lies underneath? What did God lay there? What did men try to lay there
instead? What was discovered when judgment came? What shook when the storm hit?
What endured when the fire tested it? The whole Bible keeps driving toward that one issue



because God knows what men constantly forget: if the foundation is wrong, everything
above it is already under sentence.

This series has shown again and again that Scripture is a book of foundations. God laid the
foundations of the earth. God spoke of the foundations of the mountains. God warned what
happens when the foundations are destroyed. God promised a sure foundation in Zion. The
Holy Ghost declared that “other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus
Christ” (1 Corinthians 3:11). We saw that Christ is not only the foundation under the
building, but the precious cornerstone that sets the line for the whole structure. We saw
that the purpose of redemption in Him reaches back before the foundation of the world. We
saw that what is built on Him will be tested, and that not everything called ministry, religion,
or faithfulness will survive the fire. We saw the fraud of false foundations, the certainty that
the foundation of God standeth sure, the terror of discovered foundations, the shaking of
creaturely foundations, the pilgrim hope of a city which hath foundations, and finally the
glory of the eternal foundations in the New Jerusalem. In all of it, the Lord has been saying
one thing over and over in a hundred different ways: only what | build on My Son stands
forever.

That truth is as comforting as it is searching. It is comforting because the child of God is not
standing on sand if he is standing on Christ. He is not resting on a mood, a movement, a
minister, a denomination, a ritual, a tradition, or his own performance. He is standing on
the one foundation God Himself laid. That means there is real assurance, real stability, real
permanence, and real hope for every believer who has come to Jesus Christ by faith. But it
is also searching because this truth strips every substitute naked. It exposes false religion,
shallow churches, painted walls, emotional counterfeits, self-righteous systems, and every
fleshly prop men use in place of the Son of God. It tells preachers to take heed how they
build. It tells churches to examine what they are resting on. It tells believers to stop
confusing visible activity with eternal substance. It tells nations that no civilization can
survive when its foundations are at war with God. And it tells every soul that the only safe
place to stand now is the same safe place that will still stand when heaven and earth pass
away.

That means the final call of this series is hot admiration but decision. It is not enough to say
the essays were interesting, the theme was strong, or the symbolism was rich. The
guestion is personal now. What is under your life? What is under your ministry? What is
under your church? What is under your doctrine? What is under your confidence about
eternity? Are you standing wholly on Jesus Christ, or are you still trying to keep one hand on
something else? Are you building on Him with gold, silver, and precious stones, or with
wood, hay, and stubble? Have you confused outward order with inward truth? Have you



mistaken a tent for a city? Have you been leaning on structures God can shake? Have you
been repairing walls when the real issue was the foundation all along? These are not small
questions. They are the kind that will outlive every other conversation in your life.

And for the believer who has truly come to Christ, this series ought to leave a profound
sense of peace and resolve. Peace, because the foundation of God standeth sure. Resolve,
because a life resting on such a foundation ought to be lived with gratitude, sobriety,
holiness, and courage. If Christ is the foundation, then there is no reason to envy the
world’s unstable structures. If Christ is the cornerstone, then there is no reason to build
crooked to please men. If Christ is the center of God’s eternal purpose, then there is no
reason to live as though this present age were ultimate. If the city to come hath
foundations, then there is no reason to cling to tents as though they were permanent. And if
the eternal foundations of the New Jerusalem are the final display of what God has been
building all along, then there is every reason to labor now in a way that matches that end.

So let the last note of Foundations That Stand be one of triumph, warning, and worship all
at once. Triumph, because what God builds on Christ will never be overthrown. Warning,
because everything else will. Worship, because the One who laid the foundation is the
same One who will fill the eternal city with His glory. In the end, every false foundation is
gone. Every shaking structure is removed. Every fraudulent wall is exposed. Every rival
confidence is judged. And only what God built on His Son remains forever. That is where
the saints are headed. That is where faith has always been looking. And that is why a Bible
believer can live in a crumbling world without fear. He knows the final city hath
foundations, and its Builderis God.
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