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Introduction to The Way of the Wicked 

The Bible does not speak of wickedness as though it were merely a collection of bad 
moments, isolated mistakes, or unfortunate moral slips. Scripture presents wickedness as 



a way. It is a road. It is a course. It is a chosen direction of heart, mind, will, and life. That is 
what makes this subject so serious. A man does not have to become publicly scandalous 
overnight to be on the wrong path. The way of the wicked often begins quietly, inwardly, and 
subtly. It starts in the heart before it appears in the life. It begins in thoughts before it 
appears in actions. It takes root in pride, self-will, deception, lust, bitterness, rebellion, and 
resistance to truth long before it ever blossoms into open ruin. That is why this series 
matters. It is not merely about the sins men commit. It is about the road men are walking 
while they commit them. 

One of the most sobering truths in all of Scripture is that the Bible repeatedly contrasts two 
ways: the way of the righteous and the way of the wicked. Psalm 1:6 says, “For the LORD 
knoweth the way of the righteous: but the way of the ungodly shall perish.” That one verse 
gives the whole matter in seed form. There are not fifty final roads. There are not ten 
thousand spiritual destinations. There are two great moral directions set before men in the 
word of God. One is known, approved, preserved, and blessed by the Lord. The other is 
doomed. One ends in life. The other ends in death. One is marked by truth, humility, 
obedience, light, and peace. The other is marked by blindness, rebellion, corruption, 
deception, false religion, hardness, and destruction. This series is built to trace that second 
road carefully, honestly, and biblically. 

The phrase “the way of the wicked” is especially powerful because it reminds us that 
wickedness is not random. It has a pattern. It has movement. It has habits. It has 
momentum. It has characteristics that repeat themselves across history, cultures, leaders, 
religions, and generations. The wicked do not merely do wicked things. They walk a wicked 
way. They move in a wicked direction. They build systems around it. They defend it. They 
recruit others into it. They normalize it. They justify it. They disguise it. They prosper in it for 
a season. They preach it, legislate it, celebrate it, and pass it down. That is why the 
historical books speak of men walking “in the way of Jeroboam” or “in the way of the kings 
of Israel.” Wickedness becomes a path worn smooth by repetition until later generations 
walk it as if it were natural. 

This series will expose that path in full. We will begin where God begins: the heart. Before a 
man ever walks wrongly, he thinks wrongly. Before he ever corrupts others, he has already 
corrupted himself inwardly. Then we will move from the private root to the public pattern. 
We will see how wickedness spreads through self-deception, how men call darkness light, 
how a whole generation can corrupt its way, how evil men seduce others, how the wicked 
stumble in blindness, and how they often prosper for a season in ways that trouble the 
righteous. We will also see how wicked leaders drag others down, how false religion 



becomes one of the most polished expressions of wickedness, how divine judgment never 
misses its mark, and finally how the end of this road is always death. 

That is one of the central burdens of the series. The way of the wicked is often deceptive 
because it does not always look wicked at first glance. Sometimes it looks successful. 
Sometimes it looks reasonable. Sometimes it looks religious. Sometimes it looks 
compassionate, intelligent, balanced, scholarly, or even spiritually mature. But the word of 
God pulls the mask off. Proverbs 14:12 says, “There is a way which seemeth right unto a 
man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.” That verse stands like a warning sign over 
the whole series. The issue is not how a path appears to fallen men. The issue is where it 
ends. Men judge by appearance, momentum, applause, and immediate gratification. God 
judges by truth, holiness, and final destination. A road may be crowded and still be cursed. 
It may be celebrated and still be condemned. It may seem right and still end in death. 

This series is therefore not merely a study in moral behavior. It is a study in spiritual 
direction. It is meant to help identify the path of wickedness in all its forms: personal, 
cultural, political, religious, and doctrinal. It is meant to help believers recognize that 
wickedness can appear in open rebellion, but also in polished religion, institutional power, 
public leadership, or theological corruption. It is meant to sharpen discernment in an age 
that constantly blurs categories and repackages evil as good. We are living in a time when 
darkness is marketed as light, compromise is praised as wisdom, false religion is admired 
as spirituality, and the broad road is painted with the language of compassion and 
enlightenment. That makes a study like this not only helpful, but necessary. 

At the same time, this series is not only about exposing the wrong road. It is also about 
forcing us to reckon with the fact that every man is on a road already. Nobody is standing 
still. Every thought, every affection, every compromise, every loyalty, every response to 
truth, every act of humility or pride, every movement toward Christ or away from Him is 
setting the direction of a life. That is why the study of the wicked way cannot remain 
theoretical. It becomes personal very quickly. It asks hard questions. What path am I on? 
What road am I helping others walk? What patterns have I normalized? What darkness 
have I excused? What compromises have I renamed? What truths have I resisted? The 
series is meant to bring the reader into serious self-examination under the searching light 
of Scripture. 

And yet, for all its severity, this series is not intended to leave the reader in despair. The 
Bible does not expose the wrong way merely to leave men wandering. It exposes the wrong 
way so that men may flee to the right one. The answer to the way of the wicked is not 
human willpower, religious pageantry, or self-improvement programs. The answer is the 
Lord’s way, the right way, the way everlasting. Jesus Christ said, “I am the way, the truth, 



and the life” (John 14:6). In the end, the study of the wicked way only becomes complete 
when it drives a man away from self-confidence and onto the only safe road there is. That is 
the final hope beneath all the warnings of this series. The way of the wicked shall perish, 
but the Lord still calls men to leave that road and come to Him. 

So as this series begins, the invitation is simple: let the Bible speak plainly. Let the word of 
God define wickedness, trace its course, expose its disguises, and reveal its end. Let it strip 
away excuses, smooth religious language, worldly reasoning, and cultural propaganda. Let 
it show the road as it truly is. Because once a man sees clearly where the way of the wicked 
begins, how it spreads, and where it finally ends, he will understand why Scripture warns of 
it so often and so sharply. This is not a minor side subject in the Bible. It is one of the great 
moral roadmaps of human history. And in an hour when many are calling evil good and 
good evil, it is time to look again, soberly and carefully, at The Way of the Wicked. 

 

 

1 of 10: The Way of the Wicked - The Road Begins in the Heart 

Introduction 

The Bible does not treat wickedness like modern psychology treats it. The world wants to 
blame environment, trauma, society, parents, poverty, wealth, hormones, chemicals, bad 
neighborhoods, bad schools, or bad luck. The Lord goes straight past all that smoke and 
puts His finger where the disease really starts. He puts it on the heart. “Keep thy heart with 
all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life” (Proverbs 4:23). That verse does not say the 
issues of life come out of your government, your news feed, your social class, or your 
childhood disappointments. It says they come out of your heart. So if we are going to study 
“the way of the wicked,” we need to begin where God begins. We do not begin in the alley, 
the brothel, the tavern, the courtroom, the prison yard, or the apostate pulpit. We begin in 
the unseen chamber of a man’s inward life, where sin is entertained before it is acted out, 
where rebellion is nursed before it is manifested, and where darkness is preferred before it 
is ever defended. 

That is one of the things that makes the Bible such a dangerous Book to a hypocrite. It does 
not stop at conduct. It does not pat a man on the head because he learned how to hide his 
corruption behind polished speech, tailored clothes, and respectable religious phrases. 
Jesus Christ said, “For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, 
adulteries, fornications, murders” (Mark 7:21). Notice the order. The thing starts within. 
Before there is murder in the hand, there is murder in the heart. Before there is adultery in 
the bed, there is adultery in the imagination. Before there is blasphemy on the tongue, 



there is hatred of God in the soul. God traces the poison to the fountainhead. Men trace it 
to the puddles downstream because they do not want the real diagnosis. The Bible is not 
interested in flattering your self-image. It is interested in telling you why you are what you 
are apart from the grace of God. 

So this first essay lays the foundation for the entire series. We are not merely going to look 
at wicked acts, wicked systems, wicked leaders, or wicked societies. We are going to look 
at the engine that drives the whole machine. The way of the wicked does not begin when a 
man gets caught. It does not begin when the newspapers find out about it. It does not begin 
when a church finally has to expose it. It begins when a man inwardly turns from the light 
God gave him and starts cherishing something crooked on the inside. “The wicked are 
estranged from the womb: they go astray as soon as they be born, speaking lies” (Psalm 
58:3). That is not fashionable doctrine, but it is Bible doctrine. A man goes wrong because 
he is wrong, and he is wrong at the core. That is why the answer is not rehabilitation alone, 
education alone, legislation alone, or religion alone. The answer has to be a new heart, new 
birth, and new life in Jesus Christ. 

1. The Heart Is the Fountain of the Walk 

When Scripture speaks about a man’s “way,” it is talking about the course of his life, the 
bent of his nature, the road he takes, the direction he chooses, and the end to which he is 
headed. The reason the Bible ties a man’s way to his heart is because the outward path is 
simply the inward condition made visible. “A man’s heart deviseth his way: but the LORD 
directeth his steps” (Proverbs 16:9). That is plain enough for anybody who is not trying to 
dodge the truth. The heart devises the way. The plotting starts inside. The leaning starts 
inside. The preference starts inside. A man may not be able to carry out every wicked 
impulse that rises in him, but the path has already begun to form long before the feet move. 

This is why God never joins the modern parade of excuses. He does not say, “Poor fellow, 
he had a bad environment, so naturally he became corrupt.” He says, “The heart is 
deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?” (Jeremiah 17:9). That 
is the divine diagnosis. It is not that the heart is occasionally off balance. It is not that the 
heart is wounded but noble. It is not that the heart is basically pure until society 
contaminates it. God says it is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked. You can 
take every university counselor, every television therapist, every best-selling self-help guru, 
and every sentimental preacher who tells sinners to “follow your heart,” and lay them side 
by side with one verse, and that verse will blow the whole circus sky-high. The problem with 
following your heart is that, if your heart is unregenerate, you are following a liar. 



That is why the way of the wicked begins where no human court can reach it. A judge can 
sentence a thief, but he cannot sentence covetousness. A church can expose a scandal, 
but it cannot expose every thought that led to it. A wife may catch a husband in the act of 
betrayal, but she cannot see every secret compromise that was nursed before the betrayal 
matured. God sees all of it. “I the LORD search the heart, I try the reins” (Jeremiah 17:10). 
There is not a crooked imagination, bitter resentment, lustful fantasy, murderous grudge, 
proud ambition, or blasphemous inward sneer that escapes His notice. So if a man’s way is 
wicked, it is because the source from which that way flows is already polluted. 

2. Wickedness Begins as Preference Before It Becomes Practice 

Most people think sin starts when it becomes visible. The Bible says it starts when it 
becomes desirable. That is why men can sit in church and still be on the road of the wicked. 
They may not yet have done what they would do if they had the opportunity, but they 
already prefer darkness to light. Jesus Christ put it this way: “And this is the condemnation, 
that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light” (John 3:19). 
There is the issue. Men loved darkness. Not merely stumbled into it. Not merely got 
misinformed about it. They loved it. That love is internal, moral, and deliberate. 

James gives the anatomy of it in language so clear a child can follow it. “But every man is 
tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath 
conceived, it bringeth forth sin” (James 1:14-15). Notice that sin is conceived before it is 
born. It gestates inwardly. It is fed, protected, justified, and warmed before it ever shows its 
face publicly. So a man’s wicked way starts when he begins to welcome what God 
condemns. It begins when he stops fighting a thought and starts petting it. It begins when 
he no longer hates what the Lord hates. “The fear of the LORD is to hate evil” (Proverbs 
8:13). Once that hatred weakens, the road starts curving. 

This explains why some people collapse in shocking fashion after years of apparent 
respectability. Folks say, “I never would have thought he could do a thing like that.” The 
truth is he could have done it for a long time. What you mean is you never saw the inward 
construction project. You never saw the hidden scaffolding. You never saw the chamber 
where the desire was built, furnished, and decorated. The act looked sudden, but it was not 
sudden. The exposure was sudden. The eruption was sudden. The fruit was sudden. The 
root had been alive for years. The way of the wicked had already begun in the heart long 
before it appeared in the life. 

3. Pride Is the First Curve in the Crooked Road 

If you want to identify one of the first great engines of inward wickedness, you will find it in 
pride. Pride is not merely a bad attitude. Pride is spiritual treason. It is the inward insistence 



that I will define, judge, choose, and exalt according to my own standard. “Only by pride 
cometh contention” (Proverbs 13:10). “Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty 
spirit before a fall” (Proverbs 16:18). The reason pride is so deadly is because it corrupts a 
man before he has done anything scandalous in public. He may still look decent. He may 
still speak softly. He may still fool the crowd. But inwardly, he has already enthroned 
himself. 

Lucifer is the great pattern. The devil did not begin his fall with a public riot in the streets of 
heaven. He began with inward exaltation. “Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty” 
(Ezekiel 28:17). There it is again. The heart. His downfall began inwardly before it 
manifested outwardly. That same poison runs through Adam’s race. Pride tells a man that 
he can be his own authority. Pride tells a preacher he can improve on the Bible. Pride tells a 
sinner he can manage sin without consequences. Pride tells a church member he can toy 
with compromise without getting burned. Pride tells a scholar he is smart enough to 
correct God. Pride is the first curve because it turns the soul away from submissive 
dependence on the Lord. 

Once that inward swelling starts, a man becomes teachable only to himself. That is a 
dangerous state. “Seest thou a man wise in his own conceit? there is more hope of a fool 
than of him” (Proverbs 26:12). A fool can sometimes still be corrected. A proud man 
resents correction because correction threatens the throne he has built in his own heart. 
That is why proud men often become wicked men even when they keep up appearances for 
a time. Pride loosens their grip on truth, weakens their fear of God, and puts them on the 
road where self-will becomes their compass. Once self takes the wheel, the way of the 
wicked is not far off. 

4. Self-Will Turns the Heart Against God’s Government 

Pride says, “I know better.” Self-will says, “I will have my own way.” The whole history of sin 
can be traced through those two devils. Isaiah 53:6 says, “All we like sheep have gone 
astray; we have turned every one to his own way.” That is not merely about bad choices in a 
general sense. It is about a race-wide revolt against divine authority. Every man turns to his 
own way. That is the spirit of the age, and if you want the slogan for modern civilization, 
there it is. My truth. My journey. My authentic self. My choices. My path. My identity. My way. 
The Bible says that spirit is not liberation. It is straying. 

The Lord gave Israel commandments, statutes, judgments, ordinances, and testimonies. 
Again and again the danger was not ignorance alone, but self-willed departure. “They have 
turned aside quickly out of the way” (Exodus 32:8). Why? Because they did not want God’s 
government. They wanted a god they could control and a religion that would let them keep 



their appetites. The golden calf did not come out of nowhere. It came out of hearts already 
restless under the yoke of a holy God. That is always how it works. Men do not abandon the 
Lord because they have no options. They abandon Him because their wills chafe under His 
rule. 

Self-will is especially dangerous because it often dresses up as strength. The world 
admires the strong-willed, the assertive, the self-made, the independent, the boundary-
breaker. The Bible says, “He, that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly 
be destroyed, and that without remedy” (Proverbs 29:1). A hardened neck is self-will made 
stubborn. That stubbornness begins in the heart. Before a man openly rebels, he inwardly 
stiffens. He resists truth, resents authority, and starts building arguments against 
obedience. At that point he may still sing hymns, quote verses, and talk religiously. But the 
road has already bent. His heart is no longer yielded, and the way of the wicked is forming 
under his feet. 

5. Bitterness and Resentment Feed the Inward Rebellion 

Not all wickedness begins with loud defiance. Sometimes it begins with a wound that is 
nursed instead of surrendered to God. A man gets disappointed, slighted, corrected, 
overlooked, exposed, crossed, or humbled, and instead of bowing under the hand of God, 
he stores the matter in the cellar of his soul. He feeds it. He replays it. He interprets every 
future event through it. That bitterness eventually discolors his whole spiritual vision. 
Hebrews warns believers, “Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any 
root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled” (Hebrews 12:15). 
Notice that bitterness is a root before it is a fruit. There is the heart again. 

Cain is the classic case. Before he became the first murderer, he became inwardly 
offended at God’s rejection of his offering. The Lord warned him, but he would not master 
the inward rising of sin. Genesis 4:5 says, “Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell.” 
That inward wrath preceded the outward bloodshed. The murder in the field was only the 
visible end of a spiritual process that had already begun in the heart. Cain’s feet followed 
where Cain’s inward resentment had already gone. So when people act shocked at wicked 
eruptions, they often miss the smoldering furnace that had been burning for some time. 

Bitterness is deadly because it allows a man to justify wickedness in the name of injury. He 
says, in effect, “Because I have been wronged, my darkness is understandable.” But two 
wrongs never made a right, and inward poison does not become holy because you 
swallowed it in church clothes. Ephesians 4:31 says, “Let all bitterness, and wrath, and 
anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice.” Why? 
Because those things, if cherished, become internal allies of wickedness. A bitter heart is 



easy prey for the devil. It welcomes suspicions, nourishes complaints, twists perceptions, 
and gradually becomes willing to go places it once condemned. That is how the way of the 
wicked can begin in a man who still thinks he has good reasons. 

6. Rejection of Truth Is a Moral Choice, Not an Intellectual Accident 

One of the great lies of the age is that men reject truth because they just have sincere 
intellectual difficulties. No doubt some people have honest questions. But at the bottom of 
persistent rejection there is a moral issue, not merely a mental issue. Romans 1 says that 
men “hold the truth in unrighteousness” (Romans 1:18). They do not merely fail to locate 
the truth. They hold it down. They suppress it. They press it under because they do not want 
the God to whom that truth points. Second Thessalonians 2:10 speaks of those “that 
perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.” There it 
is. Not only did they not receive truth, they did not love it. 

A man’s relation to truth tells you a great deal about the condition of his heart. A tender 
heart trembles at the word of God. A proud heart edits it. A rebellious heart dodges it. A 
corrupt heart weaponizes it against others while exempting itself. A wicked heart eventually 
hates it. That hatred may be refined and academic, or it may be crude and vulgar, but it is 
hatred all the same. The Lord Jesus said, “Every one that doeth evil hateth the light” (John 
3:20). There is the connection between moral practice and spiritual aversion. Evil conduct 
and hatred of light travel together because both spring from the same inward condition. 

That is why increased information does not cure inward wickedness. A man can have a 
shelf full of commentaries, a head full of Greek terms, and a social media page full of 
theological quotations, and still be on the road of the wicked because the issue is not how 
much light passes before his eyes, but whether his heart bows to it. “To him that knoweth to 
do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin” (James 4:17). Rejection of truth is not always a 
matter of ignorance. Sometimes it is accumulated light turned into accumulated guilt. The 
way of the wicked deepens when a man repeatedly tells God no. 

7. The Heart Must Be Changed, Not Merely Managed 

Since the road begins in the heart, the answer cannot merely be external reform. External 
reform has its place. Society needs law. Families need discipline. Churches need 
standards. Governments need order. But none of those can regenerate a dead sinner. They 
may curb him, scare him, expose him, embarrass him, restrain him, or temporarily improve 
his behavior. They cannot give him a new nature. “Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the 
leopard his spots? then may ye also do good, that are accustomed to do evil” (Jeremiah 
13:23). The answer is obvious. No. Nature must be changed by a power outside the sinner. 



That is why the Lord promised Israel, “A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I 
put within you” (Ezekiel 36:26). David cried, “Create in me a clean heart, O God” (Psalm 
51:10). The Lord Jesus told Nicodemus, “Ye must be born again” (John 3:7). You do not fix 
the way of the wicked by giving the wicked man better scenery on the same road. You do 
not cure the disease by polishing the symptoms. You do not make a rebel righteous by 
teaching him to smile while he rebels. The heart has to be dealt with. For the lost man, that 
means conversion through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, who died for sinners, was buried, 
and rose again. For the saved man, it means daily cleansing, yieldedness, honest 
confession, and walking in the Spirit rather than indulging the flesh. 

That is what makes Bible Christianity different from every counterfeit system of moral 
improvement. Religion says, “Manage the outside.” God says, “Give me thine heart” 
(Proverbs 23:26). Religion paints tombs. God raises the dead. Religion trains the tongue 
while lust, bitterness, pride, and unbelief keep running wild on the inside. God deals with 
the root. So as we open this series, let us settle the matter. The way of the wicked does not 
start in Washington, Hollywood, Rome, Nashville, the university, the bar room, or the false 
church, though it certainly runs through all of them. It starts in the heart of man. And unless 
that heart is brought under the searching light of God and changed by the grace of Jesus 
Christ, the outward road will only grow darker. 

Conclusion 

The first great lesson in studying the way of the wicked is that God is never fooled by 
surface respectability. Men look on appearance. God looks on the heart. A man may be 
civilized, educated, witty, successful, admired, ordained, platformed, and applauded, and 
still be on the road to destruction because the inward spring of his life is corrupt. The heart 
devises the way. The inward man sets the course. What eventually appears in public was 
first entertained in private. That is why the Bible is never satisfied with cosmetic religion. It 
does not merely ask, “What did you do?” It asks, “What did you love? What did you desire? 
What did you cherish when no one else was looking?” 

That truth is humbling because it strips away every excuse. It cuts through the layers of 
self-defense that sinners build around themselves. It tells the drunkard, the hypocrite, the 
fornicator, the gossip, the traitor, the proud scholar, the bitter church member, and the 
polished apostate exactly the same thing. Your problem is not first your setting. Your 
problem is your heart. The road you walk is the road your inward man prefers apart from the 
grace of God. “The way of the wicked is as darkness” (Proverbs 4:19). The darkness outside 
matches the darkness inside. That is why the answer is not to trust your heart, follow your 
heart, heal your heart by human methods, or celebrate your heart. The answer is to bring 
that heart to the Lord who alone can search it, expose it, cleanse it, and change it. 



So this series begins where it has to begin. Before we study the acts of wickedness, we 
study the birthplace of wickedness. Before we expose the corrupt road, we expose the 
hidden engine that drives the traveler down that road. In the essays ahead we will see what 
that way looks like when it blossoms in culture, leadership, false religion, and final 
judgment. But none of those things can be understood rightly until we understand this 
opening fact. The road begins in the heart. “Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are 
the issues of life” (Proverbs 4:23). If the heart goes wrong, the life will follow. If the heart is 
given to God, the path can be made straight. That is where the battle starts, and that is 
where the Lord begins. 

 

 

2 of 10: The Way of the Wicked - When a Man Calls Darkness Light 

Introduction 

One of the most dangerous men in the world is not the man who knows he is wicked. It is 
the man who is wicked and has convinced himself he is right. A drunk in a gutter may be 
easier to reach than a polished rebel in a suit who has baptized his corruption with religious 
language, academic credentials, and a soft voice. The Bible says, “There is a way which 
seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death” (Proverbs 14:12). It 
says the same thing again in Proverbs 16:25, as if the Holy Ghost knew that people would 
miss it the first time because the deception is so natural to the fallen heart. A thing can 
seem right and still be dead wrong. It can wear a clean shirt, quote a verse, carry a degree, 
sit on a church board, and still be headed straight to hell with a smile on its face. That is the 
kind of wickedness we are dealing with in this essay. It is not merely darkness. It is darkness 
pretending to be light. 

That is why this subject is so serious. Gross wickedness is bad enough, but respectable 
wickedness is often worse because it recruits more followers. Nobody needs much 
discernment to spot a man foaming at the mouth in open blasphemy. But a deceived man 
who speaks in calm tones about compassion, nuance, scholarship, tradition, healing, 
justice, and love can drag half a church into the ditch before anybody realizes he is leading 
a funeral procession. Isaiah said, “Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that 
put darkness for light, and light for darkness” (Isaiah 5:20). Notice that he did not say they 
accidentally confused the categories. He said they put darkness for light. That is a moral 
exchange. They are not merely mistaken. They are involved in a spiritual swap. They are 
repainting the labels because they prefer the product. 



That is where the way of the wicked becomes especially subtle. Wickedness rarely 
introduces itself honestly. It does not usually say, “I am here to corrupt your doctrine, wreck 
your family, destroy your conscience, and make you twice the child of hell.” It comes in 
wearing a respectable face. It calls itself growth, maturity, scholarship, balance, sensitivity, 
context, compassion, reform, progress, or deeper understanding. It gives rebellion a 
respectable haircut and expects everybody to applaud the makeover. But the Bible is not 
impressed by cosmetics. It deals with essence. God is not fooled because a lie is delivered 
with confidence or because a perversion has a PhD behind it. The question is not whether it 
sounds refined to the carnal mind. The question is whether it lines up with the word of God. 
If it does not, then it is darkness, even if the whole world plugs spotlights into it and calls it 
brilliance. 

1. The Fallen Heart Is a Factory of False Confidence 

The reason a man can call darkness light is because his heart is already rigged for self-
deception. The Bible does not describe the human heart as an innocent little compass that 
merely needs a few better directions. It says, “The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked: who can know it?” (Jeremiah 17:9). That verse does not leave much 
room for modern sentimental nonsense. The heart is deceitful above all things. Above all 
things. That means it can outlie your enemies, outspin your circumstances, outargue your 
conscience, and outmaneuver your better judgment. A man can fool himself with more skill 
than anybody else can fool him because he has inside access to his own excuses. 

That is why self-deception is more dangerous than public deception. When another man 
lies to you, there is at least a chance you may catch him. But when your own heart starts 
manufacturing alibis, then the courtroom is rigged, the witnesses are bribed, and the judge 
is corrupt before the trial even begins. A man says, “I know what the Bible says, but I do not 
think that is what it means in this case.” Another says, “I know it looks wrong, but God 
knows my heart.” He is right about one thing. God does know his heart, and that is the very 
reason he ought to be terrified. The same heart he is using as a defense is the heart God 
has already indicted. 

This false confidence is one of the first marks of the wicked way. Wicked men are often not 
hesitant. They are sure of themselves. They do not blush when they redefine sin. They do 
not tremble when they contradict Scripture. They speak with the smooth assurance of men 
who have sat long enough in darkness for their eyes to adjust to it. “Every way of a man is 
right in his own eyes: but the LORD pondereth the hearts” (Proverbs 21:2). That is the whole 
issue. In his own eyes he is right. That is the problem. He has made himself the standard. 
Once a man does that, darkness will always get a fair hearing, and truth will always be put 
on trial. 



2. “Seemeth Right” Is One of Satan’s Favorite Costumes 

The devil does not mind open wickedness, but one of his finest works is making 
wickedness look reasonable. He knows that many people will never walk into a room 
labeled “deception,” but they will gladly stroll into one labeled “deeper understanding.” 
That is why Proverbs warns twice, “There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the 
end thereof are the ways of death” (Proverbs 14:12; 16:25). The phrase “seemeth right” is 
the bait. The “ways of death” are the hook. The thing looks one way in the showroom and 
turns out another way on the road. 

That is the devil’s method from the beginning. In Genesis 3 he did not come to Eve with a 
pitchfork and a villain’s laugh. He came with a question. “Yea, hath God said?” (Genesis 
3:1). Then he moved into contradiction. “Ye shall not surely die” (Genesis 3:4). Then he 
dressed the whole rebellion up as enlightenment. “Your eyes shall be opened” (Genesis 
3:5). There it is. Darkness marketed as light. Disobedience sold as insight. Rebellion 
wrapped in the language of advancement. Eve did not simply choose a fruit. She accepted 
a new interpretation of reality. She began to see the forbidden thing as desirable, 
reasonable, and beneficial. That is exactly how deception still works. 

The modern world has not improved on that ancient sales pitch. It just upgraded the font 
and bought a microphone. Sin is now called authenticity. Perversion is called identity. 
Rebellion is called freedom. Cowardice is called nuance. Apostasy is called 
reconstruction. A compromised pulpit calls unbelief “wrestling.” A corrupt professor calls 
blasphemy “critical engagement.” A shallow church calls surrender to the world “being 
relevant.” It is the same old serpent in a new necktie. The way seems right. It sounds 
sophisticated. It flatters the flesh. But if it contradicts God, its end is still death, no matter 
how polished the packaging. 

3. Sincerity Is Not the Same Thing as Truth 

One of the laziest arguments ever offered in defense of error is, “But they are sincere.” So 
what? A man can sincerely swallow poison. A woman can sincerely marry the wrong man. 
A cultist can sincerely believe a lie. Sincerity does not sanctify falsehood. It only makes the 
falsehood more tragic because the person believes the lie with genuine feeling. The Bible 
never teaches that truth is measured by intensity of conviction. It teaches that truth is 
measured by God’s word. “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth” (John 17:17). 
Truth does not bend because somebody means well. 

Saul of Tarsus is one of the greatest proofs of that. Before conversion he was not playing 
games. He was sincere. He said, “I verily thought with myself, that I ought to do many things 
contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth” (Acts 26:9). There it is. He thought with himself. 



He was convinced. He was zealous. He was educated. He was religious. He was active. He 
was utterly sincere. And he was dead wrong. His sincerity did not make him righteous. It 
made him a sincere enemy of Jesus Christ until the Lord knocked him flat and showed him 
the truth. That is one of the best biblical answers to the modern idol of sincerity. A man can 
be fully persuaded in the service of a lie. 

That is why wickedness often survives under the protection of good intentions. Somebody 
says, “But their heart is in the right place.” That depends entirely on what you mean by 
“right place.” If the right place is submission to the word of God, then perhaps. But if the 
right place means emotional warmth combined with doctrinal rebellion, then no. Uzzah 
may have meant well when he put his hand to the ark, but he still died for violating God’s 
order (2 Samuel 6:6-7). Good intentions are not a substitute for obedience. The road to hell 
has always had sincere travelers on it. Sincerity is no passport to heaven. A lie told by a 
hypocrite is dangerous. A lie believed by a sincere man can be more dangerous still 
because it has the power of genuine conviction behind it. 

4. False Religion Is Darkness Wearing a Choir Robe 

Some of the darkest places in the world are not gambling halls and nightclubs. Some of 
them have stained glass, trained choirs, printed liturgies, polished pulpits, and men who 
know how to pronounce theological words with a straight face. False religion is one of the 
chief examples of darkness called light. Paul warned that Satan himself “is transformed 
into an angel of light” and that his ministers are transformed “as the ministers of 
righteousness” (2 Corinthians 11:14-15). Notice that. Ministers of righteousness. Not 
ministers of obvious corruption. Not ministers of open devil worship. Ministers of 
righteousness. Counterfeit light always tries to look official. 

That is why the Lord Jesus reserved some of His sharpest language for religious phonies. 
He did not talk to the Pharisees like a nervous modern pastor trying not to lose donors. He 
called them “blind guides” (Matthew 23:16), “whited sepulchres” (Matthew 23:27), and 
“serpents” (Matthew 23:33). Why? Because false religion is wickedness with makeup on. It 
turns rebellion into ceremony. It hides pride behind tradition. It swaps regeneration for 
ritual, truth for institution, and obedience for pageantry. A man can be neck-deep in religion 
and still be spiritually blind because religion without truth merely teaches darkness how to 
sing in tune. 

This is why so many people are ruined by respectable churches. They are told that 
membership is salvation, sacraments are new birth, sentiment is holiness, and tradition is 
authority. They are taught to trust robes, buildings, councils, scholars, pedigrees, and 
historical continuity while neglecting the new birth and the authority of Scripture. Darkness 



is very comfortable in religious settings because most people assume anything done 
reverently must be right. But reverence toward a lie is still reverence wasted. A cathedral 
can be dark. A seminary can be dark. A denomination can be dark. A preacher with a gentle 
smile and a dead message can be dark. If the light in him is darkness, “how great is that 
darkness!” (Matthew 6:23). 

5. Education and Culture Can Refine Error Without Removing It 

There is a special kind of fool who thinks that because something is taught in a university, 
spoken with a British accent, footnoted in a journal, or discussed by men with degrees, it 
must be closer to the truth. The Bible does not share that superstition. “Beware lest any 
man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit” (Colossians 2:8). Not every man with a 
library is wise. Not every man with a lecture hall is sound. Not every man who knows five 
dead languages is spiritually alive. A polished liar is still a liar. Culture can sand the rough 
edges off darkness, but it cannot turn darkness into light. 

This is one reason modern church compromise spreads so easily. Error sounds more 
impressive when it is couched in scholarly language. The old liberal denied the virgin birth. 
The new liberal speaks of “reframing incarnation narratives in light of evolving 
hermeneutical communities.” Same sewer, fancier lid. One man says the resurrection is a 
myth. Another says it is “a symbolic expression of post-Easter faith consciousness.” Same 
unbelief, but with a bow tie. People are often more intimidated by vocabulary than 
persuaded by truth. They hear the jargon and assume depth. But mud in a gold bowl is still 
mud. 

The Bible constantly reminds us that human wisdom is no sure guide. “Professing 
themselves to be wise, they became fools” (Romans 1:22). That is not talking about idiots 
with no education. It is talking about men who celebrated their own intellectual brilliance 
while darkening their hearts against God. A man can know astronomy and not know the 
Creator. He can know ethics and not know holiness. He can know Greek syntax and still 
hate the words of God. Education is a tool. It can sharpen truth or sharpen error. Without 
submission to Scripture, it often becomes a decorating kit for unbelief. Wickedness can 
quote textbooks just as easily as it can quote slogans. 

6. The Compromised Church Specializes in Friendly Darkness 

If open unbelief were the only threat, many Christians would do better than they do. The 
real trouble comes when darkness shows up with a church logo and a worship set. The 
compromised church has mastered the art of making darkness feel safe, inclusive, and 
spiritual. It does not deny the truth outright at first. It just softens the edges, blurs the lines, 
changes the tone, and swaps biblical clarity for therapeutic ambiguity. The old preacher 



said, “Thus saith the Lord.” The new one says, “We want to create space for your journey.” 
Translation: nobody wants to take a stand because a stand costs people and money. 

This is exactly how a church can drift into the way of the wicked while still thinking itself 
balanced. It starts by feeling embarrassed about the sharpness of Scripture. Then it 
becomes nervous about divine judgment. Then it decides that clear moral language is 
unhelpful. Then it treats old sins as new categories. Then it speaks more about wounds 
than wickedness, more about process than repentance, more about affirmation than truth, 
more about listening than obeying. Before long, darkness is seated on the platform and 
introduced as courage. The whole thing seems right because it feels compassionate. But 
sentimentality is not holiness, and niceness is not righteousness. 

Paul warned Timothy that “the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine” (2 
Timothy 4:3). We are not waiting for that time. It punched the clock a long time ago. Men 
now heap to themselves teachers who tell them what they want to hear, and churches 
market that as ministry success. A congregation can applaud itself for being loving while 
steadily redefining what God has already spoken. It can welcome wolves in the name of 
kindness. It can call compromise maturity. It can label bold preaching “harsh” and 
cowardly ambiguity “wisdom.” That is darkness with a praise band. It is the wicked way 
baptized in stage lighting. 

7. The End of Reasonable Darkness Is Still Death 

No matter how well darkness performs, it cannot alter its destination. That is the great 
lesson of Proverbs 14:12 and 16:25. The way seems right. The end is death. The seeming 
does not change the ending. The applause does not change the ending. The degrees do not 
change the ending. The sincerity does not change the ending. The religious pageantry does 
not change the ending. A road does not arrive somewhere else because the traveler 
enjoyed the scenery. If the route is wrong, it is wrong. If the map contradicts God, it does 
not matter how elegantly you framed it. The end thereof are the ways of death. 

That death is not limited to hell, though it certainly includes it. There is moral death, 
doctrinal death, family death, church death, national death, and spiritual death trailing 
behind every lie that is nursed long enough. When a man calls darkness light, he kills 
discernment first. Then he kills fear of God. Then he kills shame. Then he kills conscience. 
Then he kills plain speech. Then he kills conviction. Then he kills others by leading them 
after him. That is why deceit is never a harmless intellectual hobby. It is a graveyard seed. 
Once planted and watered, it grows tombstones. 

The mercy of God is that He still shines light. “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light 
unto my path” (Psalm 119:105). He does not leave men without witness. He sends 



Scripture, preaching, conviction, rebuke, and the light of the gospel. The tragedy is not that 
light is unavailable. The tragedy is that wicked men resent the light because it exposes what 
they love. “Every one that doeth evil hateth the light” (John 3:20). So the final issue is not 
intellectual complexity. It is moral preference. Men call darkness light because they want 
darkness. They defend error because error protects the life they wish to keep. The only cure 
is not more refined darkness. It is repentance before God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who alone can bring a man out of darkness into marvellous light. 

Conclusion 

This second essay in the series presses on one of the most dangerous realities in the way of 
the wicked. Wickedness is rarely content to look wicked. It wants to look wise, 
compassionate, informed, balanced, spiritual, and enlightened. It wants the applause that 
comes from being admired while disobeying God. That is why deception is so deadly. A 
man who knows he is in a pit may cry for help. A man who thinks the pit is a garden may 
start planting flowers in it. Once darkness gets renamed as light, the conscience loses its 
footing, and the soul begins decorating the very prison that is killing it. 

The great danger in our day is not only vulgar sin. It is respectable rebellion. It is polished 
unbelief. It is churchified compromise. It is the kind of error that smiles warmly, quotes 
selectively, avoids plain language, and asks everybody to admire its emotional intelligence 
while it quietly edits the Bible. But God has not changed His categories to suit the mood of 
the age. Evil is still evil. Light is still light. Truth is still truth. And a road that seems right can 
still end in death. That is why the believer has to stay nailed to the Book, because feelings 
shift, culture mutates, scholars age, trends expire, institutions corrupt, and respectable 
men lie. 

So the warning stands in full force. Do not trust appearances. Do not trust sincerity. Do not 
trust religious atmosphere. Do not trust education by itself. Do not trust your heart if it 
contradicts Scripture. Judge everything by the words of God. If darkness comes in a choir 
robe, call it darkness. If unbelief comes with degrees, call it unbelief. If compromise comes 
with tears in its eyes and love on its lips, call it what God calls it. The wicked way becomes 
especially deadly when a man calls darkness light. Once that exchange is made, he is not 
just wrong. He is wrong while feeling righteous, and that is one of the surest roads to 
destruction a man can walk. 
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Introduction 

When the Bible begins to describe a generation that has gone bad, it does not talk like 
some soft-headed modern sociologist trying to rescue the criminal while putting the blame 
on abstract systems. God does not stand in heaven wringing His hands about economic 
disparity, emotional neglect, or a lack of therapeutic resources. He speaks with terrifying 
clarity. “And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had 
corrupted his way upon the earth” (Genesis 6:12). That is not one man going bad. That is 
not one city slipping morally. That is not one family suffering a breakdown. That is a whole 
civilization rotting from the inside out. The corruption had become cultural, social, 
generational, and normal. When the Holy Spirit says “all flesh had corrupted his way,” He is 
describing a world where wickedness had become the air people breathed and 
righteousness had become the strange thing nobody wanted. 

That is always the direction a godless generation takes. Wickedness never stays private for 
long. It starts in the heart, spreads into the home, moves into the street, gets adopted by 
institutions, and finally gets celebrated by the culture. Once that happens, evil is no longer 
treated as rebellion against God. It gets rebranded as progress, compassion, liberty, 
expression, intelligence, or justice. Meanwhile, the man who fears God gets treated like a 
fool, a fanatic, a troublemaker, or a relic from another age. That is the pattern of 
civilizational decay. The road of the wicked is not merely walked by isolated sinners. It 
becomes a public highway. It gets paved, widened, lit up, and protected by the generation 
that prefers darkness to light. Then anybody who refuses to march in the parade gets 
mocked for being out of step. 

So this essay moves us from the corrupt heart of the individual to the corrupt path of a 
people. Here we are not merely examining private deception or inward rebellion. We are 
looking at a generation that has agreed together, whether formally or informally, to build life 
without God. And once a people does that, they do not remain morally neutral. There is no 
neutral ground between holiness and corruption. A generation will either move toward the 
Lord or away from Him. If it moves away from Him, it will not drift into harmless 
independence. It will descend into organized wickedness. The Bible shows that clearly 
from the days before the Flood, to the men of Sodom, to apostate Israel, to the nations that 
forgot God. When a generation chooses the way of the wicked, judgment is no longer a 
remote possibility. It is an approaching certainty. 

1. A Godless Generation Is Built by the Multiplication of Corrupt Hearts 

Every generation is made up of individuals, but when enough individuals reject God, their 
private corruptions begin to merge into public culture. That is exactly what happened 



before the Flood. Genesis 6 does not merely say that some men were wicked. It says, “God 
saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the 
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually” (Genesis 6:5). Notice the progression. 
Wickedness was great in the earth because imagination had already been corrupted in the 
heart. The internal became external. The private became public. The hidden became 
cultural. When hearts go wrong together, society does not remain stable. It begins to reflect 
the inward filth of the people composing it. 

That is why a generation cannot be understood merely by looking at its laws, schools, 
music, fashions, slogans, and leaders. Those are symptoms. The deeper issue is what that 
generation loves. What does it honor. What does it excuse. What does it mock. What does it 
fear. What does it worship. A people may still have buildings called churches and 
politicians quoting Bible language, yet already be rotten to the core if their hearts are set 
against the Lord. The old world before the Flood was not judged because it had a few 
isolated crimes. It was judged because corruption had become the settled condition of 
mankind. Their hearts were synchronized in rebellion. 

That is the real danger when a people rejects God for long enough. Their individual sins 
stop looking individual. They begin reinforcing one another. Pride celebrates lust. Lust 
celebrates greed. Greed finances violence. Violence protects deception. Deception 
excuses all of it. Then the whole thing starts feeding itself like a furnace. One corrupt heart 
can do damage. Millions of corrupt hearts, all affirming one another, can build a civilization 
fit only for judgment. That is why no nation can mock God indefinitely and expect stability. 
Once the inward life of the people is poisoned, the public life will eventually display the 
symptoms. 

2. Wickedness Becomes Deadly When It Is Normalized 

A generation becomes especially dangerous when it no longer has to be persuaded that 
evil is acceptable. Once wickedness becomes normal, it no longer needs much defense. 
People stop blushing. They stop hiding. They stop whispering. They stop making excuses. 
They begin speaking of abomination as though it were ordinary life. Jeremiah rebuked such 
a people when he asked, “Were they ashamed when they had committed abomination? 
nay, they were not at all ashamed, neither could they blush” (Jeremiah 6:15). That is a 
frightening verse because it shows a conscience burned so badly that shame itself has 
been disabled. 

When a generation loses its blush, judgment is near. Shame is one of the last warning lights 
on the dashboard of a collapsing culture. Once that light goes out, people can speed 
toward destruction while laughing at the men who tell them the brakes are failing. The 



generation before the Flood reached that point. So did Sodom. So did Judah in her 
apostasies. Evil became common sense. Righteousness became odd. Men no longer 
needed an argument for corruption because corruption had become social instinct. That is 
one of the clearest marks of a godless age. Sin no longer presents itself as rebellion. It 
presents itself as obvious. 

That is where we are today in many places, and anybody with both eyes open knows it. 
Things that once had to stay hidden now demand celebration. Things that once brought 
reproach are now marketed to children. Things that once would have gotten a man thrown 
out of decent company are now protected under the banner of rights, inclusion, and self-
expression. Meanwhile, the man who quotes Scripture plainly is treated as dangerous. That 
is not progress. That is a society losing its moral nerves. Once wickedness becomes 
normal, the generation stops asking whether something is right and starts asking only 
whether somebody might be offended by calling it wrong. 

3. The Corrupt Generation Builds Systems That Reward Evil 

A godless generation does not remain chaotic forever. It eventually systematizes its 
corruption. Men imagine that when society turns from God, it becomes free. It does not 
become free. It becomes organized in rebellion. Isaiah condemned a people “which justify 
the wicked for reward, and take away the righteousness of the righteous from him” (Isaiah 
5:23). That is not just private sin. That is institutional corruption. That is a system rewarding 
the wrong people and punishing the right ones. When a generation goes bad, it writes its 
wickedness into policy, education, media, entertainment, finance, and public speech. 

That is exactly what men do when they reject God long enough. They create structures that 
protect perversity and penalize truth. The old world before the Flood had violence filling the 
earth (Genesis 6:11). Violence did not fill the earth by accident. It became embedded. It 
spread because men tolerated it, admired it, feared it, and benefited from it. A violent 
generation does not merely have violent individuals. It develops violent patterns. In the 
same way, a lying generation builds institutions that thrive on lies. A lustful generation 
builds markets around lust. A covetous generation arranges the whole public order around 
greed. Wickedness becomes more than behavior. It becomes infrastructure. 

That is why Christians must stop thinking of social corruption as something abstract. There 
are people making money off corruption. There are leaders gaining power from confusion. 
There are teachers drawing salaries to poison minds. There are corporations feeding 
appetites because appetites produce revenue. There are churches trimming truth because 
compromise keeps the seats filled. A godless generation does not merely stumble into 
wickedness. It constructs a habitat for it. Then that habitat starts raising children who think 



the sewage system is a fountain. Once evil is rewarded and holiness is penalized, the 
corrupt path becomes easier for the flesh to walk and harder for the righteous remnant to 
endure. 

4. The Education of a Godless Generation Trains Children to Despise God 

One of the fastest ways to poison a generation is to poison its children. That is why the Lord 
put such emphasis on teaching the truth diligently from one generation to the next. “And 
these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: And thou shalt teach 
them diligently unto thy children” (Deuteronomy 6:6-7). Why would God command that so 
strongly. Because if the truth is not taught diligently, lies will be. There is no educational 
vacuum. If a people stops training children in the fear of the Lord, the world will gladly train 
them in rebellion. 

A godless generation always treats children as strategic territory. Pharaoh tried to take the 
children. Nebuchadnezzar tried to reprogram the children. Herod tried to destroy the 
children. The dragon in Revelation goes after the seed. Satan knows that if he can capture 
the young imagination, he can shape the future public conscience. That is why so much 
modern corruption is aimed at youth. Children are taught to distrust biblical authority, 
mock sexual boundaries, question created distinctions, redefine morality, and treat all 
inherited convictions as oppressive baggage. Then the same adults who indoctrinated 
them act surprised when the next generation despises restraint. 

The Book of Judges gives the terrible summary of what happens when truth fails to pass 
down faithfully: “And there arose another generation after them, which knew not the LORD, 
nor yet the works which he had done for Israel” (Judges 2:10). That verse should terrify 
every parent, preacher, and teacher with any spiritual sense at all. A godless generation is 
not only one that forgets God. It is one that raises children not to know Him. Once that 
happens, the corruption accelerates because the next generation begins further 
downstream than the last one. They do not merely repeat the sins of their fathers. They 
inherit a world where those sins are already interpreted as virtues. 

5. The Politics of a Corrupt Age Reflect the Morals of the People 

People love to blame rulers for everything as if politicians dropped out of the sky. The truth 
is rulers often reflect the appetites of the people who tolerate, excuse, and reward them. 
Proverbs says, “When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice: but when the 
wicked beareth rule, the people mourn” (Proverbs 29:2). But wicked rulers do not usually 
rise in a vacuum. They often emerge because a people has become willing to trade truth for 
comfort, order for indulgence, and holiness for convenience. A corrupt people eventually 
gets leaders who mirror its desires. 



Israel is the great illustration of this. Again and again the nation turned from the Lord, and 
God gave them kings who embodied their rebellion. Jeroboam did not invent apostasy out 
of thin air. He gave structure to what the people were willing to tolerate. Ahab did not 
impose wickedness on a righteous population. He flourished in a nation already weakened 
by compromise. The same is true in any age. When a people gets tired of God’s 
government, they often wind up under the hand of men who are cruel, vain, immoral, 
manipulative, and destructive. God lets a nation taste in its rulers the inward character it 
has embraced. 

That is one reason political idolatry is so foolish. People imagine that one election, one 
party, one candidate, or one platform can save a people whose conscience is already 
diseased. But if the generation is corrupt at the root, all politics can do is rearrange some 
branches. The deeper issue is moral and spiritual. A people that hates the truth will 
eventually empower liars. A people that loves covetousness will elect men who feed it. A 
people that wants to sin in peace will support rulers who promise protection for their 
rebellion. Then when judgment begins to fall, they act shocked that the men they chose are 
devouring them. A corrupt generation often gets exactly the leadership it deserves. 

6. Righteousness Becomes Strange in a Generation That Loves Darkness 

One of the saddest marks of a godless generation is that the righteous man becomes the 
odd man out. Noah was not strange because he was unstable. He was strange because the 
whole world around him had gone mad. Second Peter calls him “a preacher of 
righteousness” (2 Peter 2:5). Imagine what that meant in a world where “all flesh had 
corrupted his way upon the earth” (Genesis 6:12). He would have looked unreasonable, 
narrow, out of step, and probably dangerous to the social consensus of his day. But the 
strange man was not Noah. The strange thing was a civilization so corrupt that basic 
righteousness looked abnormal. 

That is how it always goes. Lot was vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked in 
Sodom (2 Peter 2:7). Micaiah stood alone against the flattering prophets. Elijah thought he 
was the only one left. Jeremiah preached to a nation that preferred false comfort to painful 
truth. The righteous man in a corrupt generation is often made to look extreme simply 
because he still believes what God said. The surrounding darkness casts him as the 
problem because his very existence is a rebuke. Light does not have to speak loudly to 
irritate darkness. It only has to shine. 

This is where many believers lose their nerve. They begin to wonder whether they are too 
rigid, too old-fashioned, too sharp, or too serious because the generation around them 
treats holiness like eccentricity. But if the whole age is drifting toward judgment, then 



popularity is no proof of sanity. In fact, it may be evidence of compromise. Jesus said, “Woe 
unto you, when all men shall speak well of you” (Luke 6:26). If a godless generation feels 
perfectly comfortable around your Christianity, something is probably missing from it. 
Noah condemned the world by believing God. The righteous remnant does not have to join 
the age to understand it. It has to stand against it. 

7. When a Generation Fully Chooses the Wicked Path, Judgment Is Near 

The final lesson from Genesis 6 is not merely that corruption can spread. It is that 
corruption has a limit in the patience of God. “And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always 
strive with man” (Genesis 6:3). That is one of the most sobering statements in Scripture. 
God is longsuffering, but He is not endlessly indulgent. There comes a point when striving 
gives way to sentencing. There comes a point when warnings have been despised long 
enough, light has been rejected long enough, and wickedness has ripened enough that 
judgment becomes the righteous answer of a holy God. 

The old world reached that point. Sodom reached that point. Jerusalem reached that point 
in different seasons of history. Nations rise, boast, mock, redefine, celebrate abomination, 
persecute the righteous, and assume they are invincible. Then in due time God settles the 
account. Sometimes He does it suddenly. Sometimes He does it by stages. Sometimes He 
sends invasion, economic collapse, internal confusion, famine, plague, violence, or 
national humiliation. But the principle does not change. “Righteousness exalteth a nation: 
but sin is a reproach to any people” (Proverbs 14:34). A people may laugh at that verse in 
the classroom and ignore it in the legislature, but they cannot escape it in the long run. 

This is why it is foolish to look at a corrupt generation and say, “Things have always been 
bad, so there is nothing especially serious about this.” Things have always been bad 
because men are sinners. But some generations ripen for judgment in especially 
concentrated ways. The antediluvian world did. Sodom did. Judah did. Rome did. The issue 
is not whether sin exists. The issue is whether a culture has normalized, institutionalized, 
celebrated, and weaponized it against truth. Once that happens, the rain clouds are not far 
off. Noah built an ark while the world mocked. They laughed right up until the door shut. 

Conclusion 

The corrupt path of a godless generation is one of the clearest warnings in all of Scripture 
because it shows what happens when wickedness gets bigger than private behavior. It 
becomes cultural instinct. It becomes institutional power. It becomes educational 
philosophy. It becomes legal structure. It becomes entertainment. It becomes political 
strategy. It becomes the very atmosphere of public life. Then the generation gets so used to 



corruption that righteousness feels foreign, offensive, and unreasonable. That is not a mark 
of advancement. That is the smell of a civilization nearing the edge of judgment. 

Genesis 6 is not in the Bible as an old story for children to color in with pictures of animals. 
It is a divine warning about what men do when left to themselves and what societies 
become when they reject the fear of God. “All flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth” 
(Genesis 6:12). That is the language of a world gone rotten together. And the answer God 
gave was not a conference, a white paper, a therapeutic framework, or a public relations 
campaign. He sent judgment. That ought to sober anybody who still has enough Bible left in 
him to tremble. God is patient, but He is not mocked forever. 

So the lesson for us is plain. Do not measure a generation by its technology, wealth, 
slogans, or cultural sophistication. Measure it by its relation to God, truth, righteousness, 
and shame. Does it fear the Lord. Does it honor His word. Does it protect innocence. Does 
it reward what is right. Does it still blush. If not, then no amount of polished civilization can 
hide the rot. The way of the wicked, once chosen by a generation, becomes a broad road 
carrying millions toward disaster. And when a people chooses that road together, judgment 
is not some wild possibility cooked up by fanatics. It is the next chapter waiting to be 
written by the hand of God. 

 

 

4 of 10: The Way of the Wicked - The Seduction of Evil Men 

 

**Introduction** 

 

One of the great lies that naïve people believe is that wickedness is content to stay 
personal. They imagine a sinner just wants to mind his own business, live his own life, and 
do his own thing in peace. The Bible blows that sugary nonsense to pieces. Wickedness is 
not satisfied to go to hell alone. It recruits. It entices. It flatters. It pressures. It sells. It 
markets. It whispers. It shouts. It seeks allies. Solomon warned his son at the opening of 
Proverbs, “My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not” (Proverbs 1:10). Then he adds, 
“My son, walk not thou in the way with them; refrain thy foot from their path” (Proverbs 
1:15). That warning is not given because sinners are shy. It is given because sinners are 
aggressive. Evil men are evangelical in their own rotten way. They want converts. 

 



That should not surprise anybody who knows how sin works. Wickedness is social. It likes 
an audience. It likes validation. It likes company. It likes to multiply itself. A drunk wants a 
drinking buddy. A fornicator wants another body to help normalize the filth. A false teacher 
wants disciples. A rebel wants sympathizers. A gossip wants listeners. A compromiser 
wants a crowd big enough to make compromise look balanced instead of cowardly. Sin is 
rarely happy by itself. Misery loves company because company quiets conscience. A man 
feels less guilty when he can point to others doing the same thing. That is why evil men are 
seducers. Their corruption does not merely sit there. It reaches. 

 

That is the burden of this essay. The way of the wicked is not merely a road men walk. It is a 
road they invite others onto. That is why parents, pastors, teachers, and believers in general 
had better wake up to the contagious nature of sin. One of the reasons a wicked generation 
spreads so fast is because wicked people are active missionaries for darkness. They do not 
always use crude language. Sometimes they use humor, acceptance, curiosity, sympathy, 
scholarship, style, and charm. But the goal is the same. They want the simple, the 
unstable, the lonely, the wounded, the proud, the young, and the undiscerning to join them. 
The devil rarely says, “Come help me damn your soul.” He says, “Come with us” (Proverbs 
1:11). That is exactly how the seduction begins. 

 

**1. Wickedness Extends an Invitation Before It Shows Its Teeth** 

 

The first thing to notice in Proverbs 1 is that evil men do not begin by threatening. They 
begin by inviting. “Come with us” (Proverbs 1:11). That little phrase is loaded with danger. It 
appeals to belonging. It appeals to fellowship. It appeals to not being left out. Sin often gets 
in through the front door of companionship before it ever reveals the blood on its hands. 
The simple man thinks he is joining a circle. In reality he is entering a snare. Evil men 
understand that most people do not want truth nearly as much as they want acceptance. 
So they bait the hook with inclusion. 

 

That is how peer pressure works at every age. The child wants to fit in. The teenager wants 
to be accepted. The young adult wants to be seen as mature, independent, and 
unshockable. The adult wants to stay connected to a crowd that will affirm his 
compromise. Wickedness exploits that craving. It says, in effect, “Do not be so stiff. Do not 
be so narrow. Loosen up. Everybody is here. Everybody gets it. Everybody is doing it.” The 



flesh loves that language because it makes surrender sound like fellowship. But the Bible 
sees through the perfume. “Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the way of 
evil men” (Proverbs 4:14). God does not say, “Test the waters carefully.” He says stay out. 

 

This is why so many falls begin with association rather than action. A man rarely wakes up 
one morning and decides to dive headlong into destruction with no prior influence. He 
starts by spending time around the wrong voices. He learns to laugh at the wrong jokes. He 
begins to feel comfortable in the wrong environment. He gets drawn into the orbit of people 
whose values are already twisted. Then, over time, his disgust weakens, his discernment 
dulls, and his foot starts slipping into their path. The invitation always comes before the 
ruin. That is why the wise man refuses the invitation before he needs rescue from the 
consequences. 

 

**2. Evil Men Market Sin as Strength, Pleasure, and Profit** 

 

The sales pitch of the wicked is old, but it still works because the flesh has not changed. In 
Proverbs 1 the sinners promise shared gain, easy advantage, and the thrill of violent 
success. “We shall find all precious substance, we shall fill our houses with spoil” 
(Proverbs 1:13). Wickedness knows how to advertise. It does not begin by mentioning the 
fear, shame, bondage, judgment, and destruction. It begins with the pleasure, the edge, the 
payoff, the status, and the excitement. Sin always shows the bait and hides the hook. The 
devil is a promoter before he is an executioner. 

 

That is true in every realm. Sexual sin is sold as liberation while the guilt, disease, broken 
trust, and spiritual defilement are hidden behind the curtain. False doctrine is sold as 
deeper insight while the wreckage of faith, assurance, and biblical authority sits offstage. 
Worldly entertainment is sold as harmless fun while the deadening of the conscience 
creeps in unnoticed. Internet filth is sold as private indulgence while addiction chains the 
soul. Compromise is sold as wisdom while the price tag reads spiritual cowardice. Wicked 
men are masters at presenting the glossy brochure without the funeral notice. 

 

The Bible keeps exposing that pattern because human nature keeps falling for it. Moses 
chose “rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin 



for a season” (Hebrews 11:25). There it is. Sin has pleasures. The Bible never denies it. That 
is why temptation works. If sin felt like a hammer blow at the front end, fewer people would 
touch it. But its pleasure is seasonal. Its promises are temporary. Its charm is bait. The 
seduction of evil men lies partly in their ability to make short-term pleasure sound like long-
term advantage. They sell moments and hide endings. God reveals endings so that wise 
men will not mortgage eternity for a thrill. 

 

**3. The Simple and the Young Are Prime Targets for Corruption** 

 

The Book of Proverbs is plainly addressed from a father to a son because the young are 
especially vulnerable to seduction. They are often energetic without being seasoned, 
curious without being grounded, confident without being tested, and eager to prove 
themselves without understanding what is trying to use them. Proverbs 7 describes a 
“young man void of understanding” (Proverbs 7:7) who is picked off by temptation because 
he lacks judgment. Wicked people know exactly how to spot that kind of soul. They can 
smell inexperience like wolves smell blood. 

 

That is why the corrupt always circle the young. They want pliable minds, untested 
emotions, and souls that can still be impressed by style, confidence, novelty, and approval. 
False teachers love spiritual infants because they are easier to dazzle. Predators love the 
naïve because they can flatter them into surrender. Worldly influencers love insecure youth 
because insecurity makes people easier to manipulate. The simple are not always fools by 
intention. Often they are just unguarded. But being unguarded in a wicked world is like 
leaving the front door open in a city full of thieves. 

 

This is where parents and pastors who play games ought to be ashamed of themselves. You 
cannot raise children on entertainment, shallow church culture, sentimentality, and vague 
moral advice, then act surprised when the world disciples them faster than you do. “Train 
up a child in the way he should go” (Proverbs 22:6) is not a decorative slogan for nursery 
walls. It is warfare instruction. The child must be taught not only what is right but how evil 
works. He must be warned that seduction is real, flattery is dangerous, and some smiles 
have knives behind them. The young need more than inspiration. They need armor. 

 



**4. Bad Company Corrupts More Than Manners - It Corrupts Judgment** 

 

Most people have heard the line, “Evil communications corrupt good manners” (1 
Corinthians 15:33), but many of them quote it as if Paul were only worried about a few bad 
habits rubbing off. The issue is much deeper than manners in the modern sense. Corrupt 
company alters conduct because it first alters thinking. You become used to what you sit 
around. You become tolerant of what you hear repeatedly. You become softer on what you 
once resisted. That is why company matters so much. The people around you are not 
merely sharing space. They are shaping categories. 

 

Psalm 1 opens by warning against walking in the counsel of the ungodly, standing in the 
way of sinners, and sitting in the seat of the scornful (Psalm 1:1). Notice the progression. 
Walk. Stand. Sit. First there is exposure, then there is comfort, then there is settled 
association. That is exactly how corruption advances. A man listens. Then he lingers. Then 
he belongs. He does not notice the shift because it feels gradual, but his soul is moving the 
whole time. Bad company does not always attack you directly. Sometimes it simply makes 
what is crooked feel normal. 

 

That is why some believers keep getting dragged down though they swear they are “strong 
enough” to handle the wrong crowd. They are not as strong as they imagine, and the crowd 
is more influential than they admit. A man can spend enough time around mockers, 
compromisers, gossips, sensualists, or cynical unbelievers that their tone becomes his 
tone. He starts using their phrases, mirroring their attitudes, and absorbing their 
assumptions. Then one day he wonders why preaching irritates him, holiness feels 
extreme, and his appetite for the Bible has dried up. The answer is simple. He sat too long 
in the wrong company and their mildew got into his soul. 

 

**5. False Teachers Seduce by Words, Not Just by Ideas** 

 

Some of the most dangerous evil men in the world are not gang leaders, politicians, or 
media moguls. Some are teachers, preachers, authors, podcasters, and smooth-talkers 
who know how to use words as fishing line. Peter warned of false teachers who “through 
covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you” (2 Peter 2:3). Paul 



spoke of those who “by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple” 
(Romans 16:18). That is not accidental error. That is manipulative speech. Wickedness 
often arrives in a vocabulary lesson. 

 

This is why doctrinal corruption spreads so easily. A false teacher rarely begins by denying 
Christ in the bluntest possible terms. He begins by adjusting definitions, softening 
statements, introducing “fresh readings,” appealing to scholarship, and speaking with calm 
authority. He sounds gentle, balanced, thoughtful, and informed. But under the velvet is a 
knife. He is not simply asking questions. He is moving boundaries. He is not merely 
nuancing language. He is weakening conviction. He is not innocently exploring. He is 
recruiting. That is why believers need more than emotional sincerity. They need doctrinal 
discernment sharpened by the word of God. 

 

The manipulative spirit behind false teaching is often overlooked because many people 
assume everyone speaking religious language must be acting in good faith. The Bible never 
assumes that. Jesus warned, “Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s 
clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves” (Matthew 7:15). Sheep’s clothing is not an 
accident. It is a costume. They dress for the target. Wolves do not wear wolf uniforms when 
they want access to the sheep. They disguise themselves. That is why seduction through 
teaching is so serious. The wicked man does not merely want your attention. He wants your 
trust, your mind, your confidence, and eventually your obedience. 

 

**6. Modern Internet Culture Has Industrialized Seduction** 

 

A fool in previous generations could corrupt a few people in his street, his tavern, or his 
social circle. Now one wicked voice can reach millions before breakfast. The internet did 
not invent seduction, but it has industrialized it. Now evil men and women can flatter, 
tempt, shame, lure, recruit, indoctrinate, and normalize corruption on a scale previous 
ages could scarcely imagine. A child no longer has to go looking for filth. Filth comes 
looking for the child. A believer no longer has to walk into a heretic’s classroom. The heretic 
shows up in his pocket, smiling in short clips and polished soundbites. 

 



This has made the ancient warnings of Proverbs even more urgent. The simple can now be 
enticed by algorithms, images, comment sections, trends, influencers, and online tribes 
that reward outrage, vanity, sensuality, compromise, and mockery. The seduction is 
constant because the invitation is always open. Come with us. Watch this. Like this. Share 
this. Join this. Laugh at this. Outrage yourself with this. Desire this. Compare yourself to 
this. Build your identity around this. The wicked path is now delivered in high definition and 
wrapped in entertainment. The old snake has learned how to use fiber optics. 

 

That means believers have to stop acting as though the internet is morally neutral just 
because it is technologically useful. It is a tool, yes, but it is also a battleground where 
seduction operates twenty-four hours a day. “Can a man take fire in his bosom, and his 
clothes not be burned?” (Proverbs 6:27). The answer has not changed because the screen 
got thinner. If you sit under corruption long enough, it will work on you. If you feed on vanity, 
lust, mockery, slander, false doctrine, and worldly philosophy, it will leave residue. Modern 
internet culture is not merely a place where evil is displayed. It is a machine designed to 
multiply appetites, weaken restraint, and keep people marinating in temptation. 

 

**7. Evil Wants Converts Because Company Calms Conscience** 

 

At the heart of the seduction of evil men is this simple reality: sin likes witnesses. It likes a 
crowd because a crowd makes it feel less guilty. One of the reasons wicked people 
pressure others to join them is that shared corruption creates mutual silence. If everybody 
is dirty, nobody wants to talk about soap. If everybody is compromised, then conviction 
becomes awkward. So evil multiplies itself partly as a defense mechanism. It wants an 
environment where nobody can throw stones because everybody has mud on their hands. 

 

That is why Jeroboam did not merely sin. He “made Israel to sin” again and again in the 
historical books. That phrase shows the missionary instinct of wickedness. Jeroboam 
needed a whole system to support his rebellion. He could not afford to let the people 
remain loyal to the true worship of God, because their loyalty would expose his corruption. 
So he built calves, altars, priests, and a substitute religion. Wickedness often does that. It 
creates a culture of compromise so that the conscience of the individual sinner can hide 
inside the noise of the crowd. 

 



This same pattern appears in personal sin. A rebellious teen wants friends who will approve 
his rebellion. A bitter church member looks for listeners who will echo the bitterness. A 
false teacher gathers disciples who will call his novelty insight. A worldly Christian seeks 
other worldly Christians to make the thing feel normal. That is why the righteous must learn 
to stand alone when necessary. Noah had to. Elijah had to. Micaiah had to. Paul had to. If 
you need the crowd’s permission to obey God, the seducers already have an advantage on 
you. Evil always wants converts because converts help protect the illusion that evil is 
reasonable. 

 

**Conclusion** 

 

The seduction of evil men is one of the clearest marks of the way of the wicked because 
wickedness is not passive. It is predatory. It looks for openings. It studies weakness. It 
flatters insecurity. It promises belonging, pleasure, and gain. It tells the simple that danger 
is maturity and compromise is balance. It smiles while laying traps. It recruits because sin 
multiplies more easily when it can travel in packs. That is why the warnings in Proverbs are 
so direct. “If sinners entice thee, consent thou not” (Proverbs 1:10). Not “consider it 
carefully.” Not “dialogue with it for a while.” Not “sample it with caution.” Consent thou not. 

 

The believer who understands this will stop treating bad influences like harmless 
background noise. He will take company seriously, doctrine seriously, media seriously, and 
the training of the young seriously. He will realize that some people are not merely 
confused. They are corruptors. Some voices are not merely mistaken. They are seducers. 
Some platforms are not merely imperfect. They are pipelines. And the reason they work so 
well is because they appeal to the flesh while disguising the destination. The way of the 
wicked is contagious because the wicked keep reaching for fresh victims. 

 

So the answer is not paranoia, but holy discernment. Stay close to the Book. Stay close to 
the Lord. Keep company with people who sharpen your fear of God instead of dulling it. 
Refuse the flattering invitations of sinners, no matter how smooth they sound. Do not walk 
with those whose path leads away from Christ. Do not sit long under voices that make 
compromise easier and conviction harder. The wicked are never content to go to hell alone. 
They want company. So let the child of God answer them the way wisdom answers them: 
no. 



5 of 10: The Way of the Wicked - The Darkness They Cannot See 

Introduction 

One of the most pitiful and dangerous conditions a man can fall into is not merely to be in 
darkness, but to be so swallowed up by darkness that he thinks he sees just fine. That is the 
condition described in Proverbs 4:19: “The way of the wicked is as darkness: they know not 
at what they stumble” (Proverbs 4:19). That verse is not talking about a man who tripped 
once on a bad night. It is talking about a whole manner of life. The wicked live in moral 
night. They walk in spiritual blackout. They keep falling over things that should have been 
obvious, yet they cannot even identify what knocked them down. They ruin relationships, 
wreck homes, destroy consciences, forfeit peace, and then stand there blinking in the 
smoke asking what happened. The answer is plain. They are in the dark. 

That is one of the reasons sin is so foolish. The world talks about rebellion as if it were 
enlightened, daring, bold, and intellectually superior. The Bible talks about it like a blind 
man stumbling through a minefield while boasting about his eyesight. Wickedness is not 
brilliance. It is blindness pretending to be insight. Paul says of the Gentiles that they “walk, 
in the vanity of their mind, Having the understanding darkened” (Ephesians 4:17-18). Notice 
that. Their understanding is darkened. That means the trouble is not merely in their 
circumstances. It is in their perception. They do not interpret reality correctly because they 
are cut off from the light that would show them what is there. So they keep colliding with 
truth and then blaming the furniture. 

That gives this essay a hard edge, and it ought to have one. We are living in an age that 
celebrates confusion as sophistication. Men call moral insanity “complexity,” doctrinal 
corruption “deconstruction,” and spiritual blindness “nuance.” But the Holy Ghost is not 
impressed. He says the wicked do not know at what they stumble. That means they are 
blind to the cause of their falls. They are governed by darkness. They stumble, yet blame 
somebody else. They sink, yet accuse the shore. They despise the light, then curse the 
bruises they got walking without it. So in this essay we are going to expose the darkness 
they cannot see, and we are going to show that when a man resists truth long enough, God 
may give him over to a deeper blindness than he ever imagined. 

1. The Wicked Walk in Darkness as a Habit, Not an Accident 

The first thing to understand from Proverbs 4:19 is that the wicked are not merely visited by 
darkness now and then. Their way is darkness. “The way of the wicked is as darkness” 
(Proverbs 4:19). That means darkness is the environment of their walk. It is the atmosphere 
they breathe, the realm they move in, the condition under which they make decisions. They 
do not merely commit an occasional dark deed. Their whole course is marked by spiritual 



obscurity. That is why the verse does not describe a sudden slip by an otherwise careful 
traveler. It describes a man whose entire road is swallowed up in blackness. 

This is exactly why sin becomes progressively more dangerous the longer it is entertained. 
A man may begin by stepping into the dark only in certain corners of his life, but if he 
refuses the light, darkness stops being the exception and becomes the climate. The 
adulterer does not merely perform an adulterous act. He learns to think in darkness. The 
liar does not merely tell lies. He begins to live inside a web where truth becomes foreign. 
The false teacher does not merely utter one wrong statement. He builds a whole mental 
system where error becomes his operating light. Once a man gets used to darkness, he 
stops being alarmed by it. That is a deadly stage. 

The Bible contrasts this sharply with the righteous. “But the path of the just is as the shining 
light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day” (Proverbs 4:18). So there are two 
paths. One gets brighter. The other stays dark. One leads to increasing clarity. The other 
produces increasing confusion. One is illuminated by submission to truth. The other is 
choked by resistance to truth. That means every moral and spiritual choice a man makes is 
moving him toward one of those two conditions. He is either becoming more governed by 
light or more comfortable in the dark. There is no neutral twilight where he can sin safely 
and still see clearly. 

2. Blindness Begins When Light Is Rejected 

Men are not born in spiritual health. They come into the world fallen, and they need the 
light of God. But the deeper darkness described in Scripture often comes not merely from 
being born blind in Adam, but from rejecting light when it comes. Jesus said, “This is the 
condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light” 
(John 3:19). There is the issue. The problem is not that light never came. The problem is that 
men preferred darkness. Blindness deepens when light is refused. It is not just ignorance. It 
is resistance. 

That is why so many wicked men are not innocent victims of confusion. They are active 
participants in it. They do not merely fail to find the light. They shut their eyes against it. 
They hear preaching and resent it. They read the Scripture and twist it. They are corrected 
and harden themselves. They are warned and mock the warning. They have enough light to 
know what direction obedience lies in, but they do not want that direction. So instead of 
coming to the light, they explain it away. “Every one that doeth evil hateth the light” (John 
3:20). There it is again. Evil conduct and hatred of light go together. 

This is why repeated disobedience is never harmless. Every time a man says no to God, he 
does not merely add another sin to a list. He teaches his soul to function with less light. He 



trains himself to ignore warning signals. He weakens the force of truth on his conscience. 
Then after enough refusals, he begins to operate as if darkness were normal. He has not 
just sinned. He has damaged his perception. He has not just crossed a line. He has 
dimmed the lamp. That is why repentance must be immediate when God speaks. To resist 
Him is to choose more darkness than you had a moment before. 

3. The Wicked Stumble Because They Cannot Discern What Is Before Them 

Proverbs 4:19 says the wicked “know not at what they stumble.” That is one of the most 
cutting descriptions in the Bible. They are not only falling, they cannot even identify the 
cause. They trip over things that should have been obvious. They crash into consequences 
that any spiritually sober person could have seen coming a mile away. But because their 
understanding is darkened, they cannot interpret what is happening to them correctly. That 
makes their condition not only tragic but humiliating. They are confused by things they 
should have understood. 

You see this everywhere in life. A man fills his head with filth, neglects prayer, distances 
himself from God’s people, becomes secretive, starts lying to those closest to him, and 
then acts bewildered when his spiritual life feels dead and his marriage starts cracking. 
Another man lives by greed, manipulates people, ignores plain honesty, and then is 
shocked that nobody trusts him when trouble comes. A false teacher trims truth, flatters 
the crowd, chases novelty, and undercuts biblical authority, then wonders why his hearers 
are unstable and worldly. They stumble, yet know not at what they stumble. The connection 
between cause and collapse is hidden from them because darkness has numbed their 
discernment. 

That is one of the terrifying features of sin. It not only produces damage. It hides from the 
sinner why the damage occurred. He becomes a walking contradiction. He asks for peace 
while living in rebellion. He asks for clarity while despising revelation. He asks for strong 
relationships while feeding selfishness and deceit. He asks why things keep falling apart 
while continuing to cherish the very darkness that is knocking his life to pieces. This is why 
the Bible says, “The way of transgressors is hard” (Proverbs 13:15). It is hard not only 
because of the punishment. It is hard because the transgressor often lacks the spiritual 
sense to understand why his life keeps breaking. 

4. Darkness Makes a Man Blame Everything Except Himself 

Once a man is governed by darkness, one of the first signs is that he becomes a master at 
misplacing blame. Since he cannot see the real cause of his fall, he starts blaming God, 
family, society, upbringing, enemies, politics, stress, trauma, or bad luck. Now some of 
those things can make life difficult. But the wicked man uses them as camouflage. He 



refuses to acknowledge that his own rebellion is at the center of his ruin. Proverbs says, 
“The foolishness of man perverteth his way: and his heart fretteth against the LORD” 
(Proverbs 19:3). That verse ought to be nailed over the doorway of every counseling office in 
the country. The man’s own foolishness wrecks his path, and then he fumes against God. 

That is Cain all over again. God accepted Abel’s offering and rejected Cain’s. Cain did not 
humble himself and ask what was wrong in his own heart. He became wroth. He turned 
bitter. He rose up and killed his brother. Then when judgment came, he complained about 
the severity of his punishment. Darkness does that. It blinds a man not only to the sin, but 
to the righteousness of the judgment against it. He becomes offended at the 
consequences instead of offended at the evil that produced them. He pities himself while 
refusing to judge himself. 

We are drowning in that spirit today. Men destroy their own homes through pride, 
sensuality, laziness, rage, dishonesty, and selfishness, then blame “toxic expectations.” 
Churches gut doctrine, entertain goats, soften preaching, and then blame society for their 
weakness. Nations celebrate perversion, kill truth, mock Scripture, and then blame unrest 
on economics or policy failures. Darkness makes men allergic to honest self-assessment. 
They can analyze everybody else for hours while remaining blind to the rebellion that sits in 
their own chest. That is not wisdom. That is moral stupidity dressed up in modern language. 

5. Rejected Light Leads to Judicial Blindness 

There is a point in Scripture where blindness is no longer simply the natural result of sin, 
but also the judicial response of God to persistent resistance. Romans 1 traces this awful 
progression. Men knew God, but glorified him not as God. Their “foolish heart was 
darkened” (Romans 1:21). Then, after they rejected the light they had, God “gave them up” 
(Romans 1:24), “gave them up” again (Romans 1:26), and “gave them over to a reprobate 
mind” (Romans 1:28). That is a fearful doctrine, but it is Bible. When men resist truth long 
enough, God may hand them over to a deeper confusion as judgment. 

This helps explain why some people get worse in ways that seem irrational even by worldly 
standards. Their rebellion does not simply continue. It mutates into grotesque forms. Their 
thinking becomes upside down. They start approving things that should revolt even a 
natural conscience. They lose the ability to distinguish what is fitting from what is 
monstrous. Isaiah said, “Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil” (Isaiah 5:20). 
That is not mere confusion at the edges. That is a total inversion of moral categories. And 
that inversion is not a sign of enlightenment. It is a sign of judgment. 

This is why believers should never envy the wicked when their madness is platformed, 
applauded, and institutionalized. That is not proof they are winning. It may be proof they 



have been handed over. When God gives a man over to his own darkness, the result is not 
freedom. It is deeper slavery under the illusion of liberation. He becomes more certain 
while becoming more blind. He becomes more dogmatic while becoming more absurd. He 
becomes more celebrated by other blind men while becoming more obnoxious to the light. 
That is one of the most terrible judgments God can send this side of hell, to let a man feel 
wise while his understanding rots. 

6. The Wicked Confuse Motion with Progress 

One of the most pathetic things about spiritual darkness is that the wicked often mistake 
movement for advancement. They are busy. They are active. They are reinventing, 
reconstructing, innovating, experimenting, and announcing new paths. But activity is not 
the same as progress. A blind man running toward a cliff is moving, but he is not improving 
his situation. The wicked often celebrate how far they have “come,” while in reality they 
have only gone farther from the light. “They know not at what they stumble” (Proverbs 4:19), 
because they interpret forward motion as proof of correctness. 

This is especially obvious in false religion and cultural rebellion. People brag about being 
beyond old restraints, beyond old doctrines, beyond old morals, beyond old categories. 
They boast that they have matured past certainty, past biblical authority, past plain 
holiness. But what they call growth is often just decay with better branding. A rotten apple 
gets softer over time too. That is not maturity. That is decomposition. The modern world 
speaks as if any departure from divine boundaries is automatically enlightened. The Bible 
says, “There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of 
death” (Proverbs 16:25). It seems right because motion is mistaken for direction. 

The same thing happens personally. A man leaves biblical convictions, biblical friends, 
biblical preaching, and biblical standards, and then claims he has “grown.” Grown into 
what. If he has grown into worldliness, confusion, doctrinal softness, and a weaker 
conscience, then he has not progressed. He has deteriorated. He is stumbling forward in 
the dark and calling the bruises evidence of discovery. That is how blind rebellion talks. It 
measures progress by distance from old light instead of closeness to God. But no matter 
how excited a man sounds, if he is moving away from the Lord, he is not progressing. He is 
wandering. 

7. Only the Light of God Can Break the Power of This Darkness 

If the darkness of the wicked were merely a bad mood or a temporary misunderstanding, 
then human solutions might be enough. But the Bible treats it as a spiritual condition 
requiring divine light. David prayed, “The entrance of thy words giveth light” (Psalm 
119:130). That is the answer. Light comes from God’s word. Jesus Christ said, “I am the 



light of the world” (John 8:12). That is the answer. Men do not get out of darkness by 
celebrating it, analyzing it endlessly, or learning how to function more comfortably in it. 
They need light from outside themselves. 

That means the cure for moral blindness is not human applause, psychology without 
Scripture, academic sophistication, or a more flattering narrative about one’s wounds. It is 
truth. Sharp truth. Holy truth. Saving truth. A sinner must be brought to the light of the 
gospel and shown what he is before God. A saint who has drifted into darkness must 
confess, repent, and return to the light he has resisted. “If we walk in the light, as he is in 
the light, we have fellowship one with another” (1 John 1:7). Fellowship, cleansing, and 
clarity are all tied to walking in the light, not making excuses for the dark. 

This is why preaching must remain plain. Soft speech that leaves men comfortable in 
darkness is not kindness. It is cruelty with a polished voice. The doctor who smiles and 
hides the cancer is not compassionate. He is a fraud. In the same way, the preacher or 
teacher who watches men stumble in darkness and refuses to name the darkness is 
helping the blindness along. Men must be told that sin blinds, rebellion darkens, false 
doctrine confuses, and rejected light invites judgment. The answer is not to make darkness 
more livable. The answer is to turn on the light and let God expose what is there. 

Conclusion 

Proverbs 4:19 is one of the most devastating verses in the whole study of the wicked 
because it reveals not only the presence of darkness, but the helpless confusion it 
produces in those governed by it. “The way of the wicked is as darkness: they know not at 
what they stumble” (Proverbs 4:19). That is a picture of the moral and spiritual collapse of a 
soul that has grown used to life without God’s light. The wicked do not merely fall. They fall 
foolishly. They fall repeatedly. They fall blindly. Then they stand over the wreckage 
wondering how such things could happen while still clutching the very darkness that 
caused the fall. 

That is why sin must never be admired as clever, sophisticated, or liberated. It is blindness. 
It is stupidity in rebellion against light. It is the soul losing its ability to read reality rightly. 
Men may decorate that condition with impressive language, but the bruises remain. Their 
marriages still break. Their consciences still harden. Their children still suffer. Their 
churches still rot. Their nations still decay. Their souls still drift farther from God. Darkness 
never improves the traveler. It only keeps him from seeing what is destroying him. 

So the lesson is plain. Do not play with darkness. Do not excuse it. Do not rename it. Do not 
envy those who swagger in it. Come to the light of God’s word, submit to what it reveals, 
and stay tender when the Lord corrects you. The wicked think they are seeing when they are 



stumbling. The child of God must never forget that the only safe walk is in the light that God 
gives. Anything else may feel bold for a little while, but the end of it is bruises, confusion, 
and ruin. 

 

 

6 of 10: The Way of the Wicked - The Prosperity That Ends in Ruin 

Introduction 

One of the oldest stumbling blocks for a believer is not the existence of wickedness, but 
the apparent success of wickedness. A man can sometimes brace himself for persecution, 
hardship, rejection, and sorrow better than he can brace himself for watching a scoundrel 
flourish like a well-watered tree while the righteous man eats tears for breakfast. That 
tension runs all through Scripture. David saw it. Asaph wrestled with it. Jeremiah asked 
about it. The problem is not imaginary. The wicked often do prosper for a season. Psalm 37 
warns the saint not to fret “because of him who prospereth in his way, because of the man 
who bringeth wicked devices to pass” (Psalm 37:7). There it is in black and white. A man 
can prosper in his way while still being wicked in God’s sight. That alone is enough to wreck 
the whole prosperity-gospel carnival and every shallow fool who thinks numbers, noise, 
cash, applause, and platform must automatically mean divine approval. 

The Bible never flatters us with nursery rhymes about life. It does not say the righteous 
always get quick visible rewards and the wicked always burst into flames by sundown. 
Sometimes the wicked build empires. Sometimes they fill arenas. Sometimes they sit in 
parliaments, pulpits, palaces, and boardrooms. Sometimes they are followed by millions, 
praised by the press, feared by enemies, admired by fools, and copied by cowards. They get 
rich while honest men get squeezed. They are promoted while faithful men are overlooked. 
They appear stable while saints limp along under burdens. If you have walked with God for 
any length of time, you have seen it. You may have even felt the sting of it in your own soul. 
You have looked at some slick compromiser, some crooked ruler, some corrupt 
churchman, some false teacher, some entertainer of goats, some manipulative empire-
builder, and thought, “Lord, how long are you going to let this circus go on?” 

That is exactly why this essay matters. The prosperity of the wicked is one of the devil’s 
favorite visual arguments. He points at visible success and whispers that God must not 
care about holiness after all. He tempts the righteous to envy, doubt, imitate, soften, and 
compromise. He gets men to think that if the wicked are rising, then maybe the road they 
are on cannot be all that dangerous. But Scripture keeps reminding us that prosperity and 
safety are not the same thing. Speed and direction are not the same thing. Applause and 



approval from heaven are not the same thing. The way of the wicked may rise fast, shine 
bright, and attract a crowd, but it is still a doomed road. And one of the surest signs of 
immaturity in a believer is confusing temporary success with eternal security. 

1. The Wicked Really Do Prosper for a Season 

The first thing we need to settle is this: the Bible does not deny the temporary prosperity of 
the wicked. It states it plainly. Psalm 73 opens with Asaph nearly slipping over the matter. 
“For I was envious at the foolish, when I saw the prosperity of the wicked” (Psalm 73:3). 
There is nothing fake about that confession. He saw it. He felt it. It rattled him. The wicked 
were not just surviving. They were prospering. Their eyes stood out with fatness. Their 
strength was firm. They seemed to have more than heart could wish. That is the language of 
visible abundance, and the Holy Ghost preserved it because God wanted His people to 
know they were not crazy for noticing the tension. 

Jeremiah asked the same thing. “Wherefore doth the way of the wicked prosper?” 
(Jeremiah 12:1). Job wrestled with it too: “Wherefore do the wicked live, become old, yea, 
are mighty in power?” (Job 21:7). So let us not insult Scripture by pretending the problem is 
small. The wicked can prosper in business, in politics, in war, in entertainment, in religion, 
and in social influence. They can build vast followings. They can gather wealth. They can 
appear secure. They can sit in public honor while better men are buried in obscurity. Any 
Christian who cannot admit that much has not read his Bible with both eyes open. 

But that is only the first half of the truth. The Bible admits the temporary prosperity of the 
wicked so that it can destroy the illusion that such prosperity means they are safe. God lets 
you see the rise so you can also understand the fall. He lets you feel the tension so that 
when the answer comes, it lands with full weight. The problem is not that believers notice 
wicked men rising. The problem is when believers start drawing false conclusions from the 
rise. Temporary prosperity is real. Permanent security is not. A man can be climbing very 
fast and still be headed for a cliff. 

2. Visible Success Is Not Proof of Divine Favor 

One of the dumbest ideas ever smuggled into religious thinking is the notion that visible 
success must mean God is pleased. That lie has ruined multitudes. It has made men 
worship money, platform, numbers, and personality as if those things were infallible signs 
of heaven’s smile. But Scripture tears that notion apart. The devil himself offered Christ “all 
the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them” (Matthew 4:8), which ought to tell you 
right away that visible splendor can be obtained under the wrong master. If outward 
magnificence were automatic proof of God’s blessing, then the devil would have one of the 
best arguments in the world. 



Think of the men in Scripture who flourished for a time while living in rebellion. Pharaoh sat 
on a throne. Nebuchadnezzar ruled an empire. Ahab prospered politically while rotting 
spiritually. Jeroboam built a successful system of counterfeit religion that kept people 
coming. Judas carried the bag while traveling with the Son of God, but his nearness to the 
ministry never meant his heart was right. There have always been wicked men with power, 
reach, influence, and money. Their prominence did not prove God approved them. It only 
proved God had not yet finished with them. 

This is why shallow Christians are so easily fooled. They see a big church, a best-selling 
author, a famous face, a polished production, a viral clip, a huge donor base, or a public 
office and think, “Well, God must be in it.” Why must He? Since when did Babylon become 
the measuring rod for heaven? Since when did crowd size become equal to truth? The 
golden calf drew a crowd too. Baal’s prophets had a system. Absalom stole the hearts of 
the men of Israel (2 Samuel 15:6). Falsehood often markets better than truth because the 
flesh is one of its best customers. Numbers can prove popularity. They do not prove purity. 

3. The Prosperity of the Wicked Is Often a Test for the Righteous 

One reason God allows the wicked to prosper for a season is that their prosperity exposes 
what is in the hearts of His people. Psalm 37 does not merely describe the wicked man’s 
rise. It tells the saint how to respond to it. “Fret not thyself because of evildoers” (Psalm 
37:1). Again, “Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for him: fret not thyself because of him 
who prospereth in his way” (Psalm 37:7). That tells you the prosperity of the wicked is not 
just a problem out there. It becomes a test in here. It tests whether the believer will trust 
God’s timing or start envying the methods of the wicked. 

Asaph nearly failed that test. He said, “My feet were almost gone; my steps had well nigh 
slipped” (Psalm 73:2). Why? Because he saw wicked men flourishing while he himself was 
chastened. That is the test. When the crooked man rises and the faithful man suffers, the 
flesh starts whispering dangerous thoughts. Maybe holiness does not matter. Maybe 
compromise pays better. Maybe the old paths are for suckers. Maybe if I trimmed the truth, 
softened the message, relaxed my standards, played the game, and learned how to market 
myself better, I could prosper too. That is exactly how the prosperity of the wicked becomes 
a snare for the righteous. 

But the righteous man must learn to interpret prosperity by the sanctuary, not by the 
showroom. That is what Asaph finally did. “Until I went into the sanctuary of God; then 
understood I their end” (Psalm 73:17). There is the cure. He had been reading their 
beginning, middle, and present appearance. In the sanctuary he finally saw the ending. And 
once you see the end, the glamour changes shape. That is why believers must stay close to 



God when the wicked seem to be thriving. The sight of their abundance can poison a man if 
he does not bring it before the Lord and learn to see beyond the moment. 

4. The Wicked Prosper by Methods the Righteous Cannot Imitate Without Rotting 

Another thing that must be understood is that many wicked men prosper precisely because 
they are willing to do what righteous men ought not do. They lie more easily. They flatter 
more shamelessly. They exploit more ruthlessly. They compromise more quickly. They sell 
out more cheaply. They have fewer moral brakes, fewer scruples, fewer hesitations, and 
fewer restraints. That can make them look more effective in the short run. A man who will 
cheat can often outgain the man who will not. A preacher who will entertain goats can often 
outdraw the man who feeds sheep. A politician who lies with a straight face can often rise 
faster than the man who still has a conscience. 

Psalm 10 describes the wicked boasting of his heart’s desire and blessing the covetous 
(Psalm 10:3). Habakkuk saw violent, greedy men swallowing up others and wondered how 
long God would let it continue. Micah described rulers who built Zion with blood and 
Jerusalem with iniquity, yet still leaned upon the Lord in religious talk (Micah 3:10-11). In 
other words, the prosperity of the wicked is often purchased through methods heaven 
hates. That prosperity is not mysterious if you remember the tools they are willing to use. 
They do not rise in spite of their wickedness only. Many times they rise through it. 

This is especially important for believers who get tempted to imitate worldly methods when 
they see wicked men succeeding. The flesh says, “Just adapt a little. Bend a little. Shade 
the truth a little. Use the same manipulations with a Christian label on them.” But that is 
exactly how corruption spreads. The righteous must never envy results that can only be 
gained by betraying the Lord. Better a crust with a clean conscience than a palace built on 
compromise. Better a faithful remnant than a roaring crowd gathered by deception. Better 
slow fruit from God than fast success from methods that grieve the Holy Ghost. 

5. God Sometimes Lets the Wicked Rise So Their Fall Will Be Public and Final 

The Lord is not nervous when the wicked prosper. He is not pacing heaven because some 
corrupt empire-builder has gone viral. God is often letting the thing ripen. Psalm 73 says of 
the wicked, “Surely thou didst set them in slippery places: thou castedst them down into 
destruction” (Psalm 73:18). Notice that. Their apparent stability was actually a setup for a 
greater fall. They were not standing on granite. They were standing on polished ice. Their 
prosperity looked secure only to those who could not see the floor beneath them. 

Pharaoh is a perfect example. God raised him up in visible power, then destroyed him in 
public judgment. Haman strutted for a season, then swung on his own gallows. 
Nebuchadnezzar walked in pride through Babylon saying, “Is not this great Babylon, that I 



have built?” and while the word was in the king’s mouth, judgment fell (Daniel 4:30-31). 
Herod accepted divine honors from the crowd, and the angel of the Lord smote him so that 
he was eaten of worms (Acts 12:21-23). The Lord often lets the wicked rise high enough 
that when they fall, everybody knows who pushed them down. 

This is why the believer must learn patience. You and I often want instant justice because 
we can only think in moments. God thinks in generations, kingdoms, and eternity. He may 
let a wicked man bloom like a poisonous weed right out in public view. But it is not because 
He forgot righteousness. It is because He knows how to make the fall match the crime. He 
knows how to strip the glamour off a rebel in one stroke. And when He does it, nobody will 
have to ask who did it. The same hand that allowed the rise can end it in an hour. 

6. Prosperity Without God Is Often Just a More Comfortable Road to Destruction 

The great mistake of the carnal mind is assuming that ease equals blessing. But ease can 
be one of the most dangerous things a wicked man ever receives. Proverbs warns, “The 
prosperity of fools shall destroy them” (Proverbs 1:32). Did you catch that? Not merely their 
adversity. Their prosperity. The very thing they boast in becomes part of what kills them. 
Wealth can harden. Success can blind. Influence can intoxicate. Comfort can numb the 
conscience. A man with enough money, applause, and insulation can drift far into rebellion 
without feeling the immediate pinch that might otherwise have driven him to repentance. 

That is why some poor sinners are spiritually better positioned than rich rebels. The poor 
man at least feels his need. The rich fool in Luke 12 talked to himself about bigger barns 
and many years of ease, only to hear God say, “Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be 
required of thee” (Luke 12:19-20). His prosperity did not protect him. It merely padded the 
coffin. He died surrounded by evidence of success and entered eternity a bankrupt soul. 
Prosperity can be like silk lining on the road to hell. It does not change the destination. It 
just makes the ride feel softer. 

This matters because modern Christians are in constant danger of envying a life that may 
actually be a curse in disguise. You may look at some wicked celebrity, corrupt teacher, 
slick businessman, or compromising preacher and think, “Look at all he has.” But if all he 
has is helping him ignore God more comfortably, then what he has is part of his judgment. 
A full table can feed a rebellion as easily as it can feed a family. A large platform can 
amplify vanity as easily as truth. Prosperity without God is not safety. Sometimes it is the 
narcotic that helps a man sleep on the railroad tracks. 

7. The End of the Wicked Way Cancels the Glitter of Its Prosperity 

At the end of the day, the only way to judge any road is by where it finishes. That is the point 
of all the wisdom texts. “There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end 



thereof are the ways of death” (Proverbs 16:25). Psalm 37 keeps driving toward that same 
conclusion. The wicked flourish “like a green bay tree” for a moment, but then “he passed 
away, and, lo, he was not” (Psalm 37:35-36). That is the perspective believers must recover. 
The wicked way may have a sparkling beginning and a lucrative middle, but its end cancels 
the glamour. 

This is not only true in final judgment, though it is certainly true there. It is true in history, in 
character, in legacy, and in eternity. The wicked may leave behind monuments, brands, 
institutions, fortunes, and followers, but if they leave this world under the wrath of God, 
what exactly have they gained? “For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole 
world, and lose his own soul?” (Mark 8:36). The answer is nothing. A man can stand at the 
top of the world’s ladder and still discover too late that the ladder was leaning against the 
wrong wall. 

That is the corrective believers need. Stop judging by snapshots and start judging by 
endings. Stop measuring by now and start measuring by forever. Stop envying a green tree 
that is marked for the axe. Stop admiring speed without asking where the road goes. The 
prosperity of the wicked is real enough to tempt, but the end of the wicked is certain 
enough to cure the temptation if you will believe what God said. The whole shine of the 
thing collapses when you see the finish line. 

Conclusion 

The prosperity that ends in ruin is one of the strongest proofs that believers must never let 
appearances outrun doctrine. The wicked do prosper for a season. Scripture says so 
plainly. They gather money, followers, applause, offices, platforms, possessions, and 
power. They can look untouchable. They can look enviable. They can look like living 
arguments against the value of righteousness. But all of that is temporary. None of it 
changes the nature of the road they are on. A doomed road does not become safe because 
it is beautifully paved. 

That is why the saint must learn to read prosperity with caution. The question is not merely 
who is rising, but by what means, to what end, and under whose judgment. The devil can 
finance a show. The flesh can build a crowd. Manipulation can fill seats. Vanity can gather a 
following. Lies can win elections. Greed can build empires. None of that proves God is in it. 
The sanctuary perspective is still the right one. “Then understood I their end” (Psalm 73:17). 
Once the end comes into view, the envy starts dying. 

So let the child of God settle it. Visible success is not the highest blessing, and temporary 
prosperity is not the final verdict. The wicked may prosper in their way, but their way still 
ends in ruin. The righteous may suffer in the narrow path, but their end is peace. “Mark the 



perfect man, and behold the upright: for the end of that man is peace” (Psalm 37:37). That 
is the difference. One road rises fast and ends in destruction. The other may look costly 
now, but it ends in the smile of God. 

 

 

7 of 10: The Way of the Wicked - The Leaders Who Drag Others Down 

Introduction 

There is a difference between a man who ruins himself and a man who ruins multitudes. 
Both are wicked, but the second man carries a heavier damnation because he uses 
influence like a crowbar against truth. The Bible is full of such men. It does not merely 
record private sinners who died in their own filth. It records kings, priests, prophets, rulers, 
and public men who walked in evil and then built roads for others to follow them into the 
same ditch. That is why the historical books repeat phrases that ought to make any serious 
Bible reader stop in his tracks. Over and over again you read that a king “walked in the way 
of Jeroboam,” or in “the way of the kings of Israel,” or in the corrupt pattern of those who 
went before him. That repetition is not filler. It is doctrine. It shows that wickedness is not 
only personal. It can become hereditary, institutional, contagious, and official. 

That is one of the reasons leadership is such a fearful stewardship. A wicked ditch digger 
may only break his own neck. A wicked ruler can send a nation sliding into judgment. A 
wicked father can poison a house. A wicked preacher can poison a church. A wicked 
teacher can infect a generation of students who go on infecting others. A wicked influencer 
can make rebellion fashionable and confusion profitable. Once a man is lifted high enough 
for others to hear him, watch him, imitate him, or trust him, his sin is no longer confined to 
his own skin. It spills over. It reproduces. It leaves grooves in the road. Then men who never 
met him in person start tripping over the patterns he laid down long after his own bones are 
in the ground. 

That is exactly the burden of this essay. We are not dealing here merely with private 
corruption, though private corruption is bad enough. We are dealing with public corrupters, 
men who turn influence into a ministry of destruction. They weaponize position, office, 
speech, authority, charisma, and example against the ways of God. Some of them wear 
crowns. Some wear collars. Some hold microphones. Some hold degrees. Some hold 
offices of state. Some stand behind pulpits while pretending to represent the Lord. But the 
common thread is the same. They do not merely walk in the way of the wicked. They drag 
others down with them. And when God writes the record, He does not let them off with a 
polite footnote. He marks them as the kind of leaders who made others sin. 



1. Wicked Leadership Begins with a Man Who Uses Position Without Fear of God 

The first great problem in corrupt leadership is not talent, intelligence, or influence. It is the 
absence of the fear of God. A man can be gifted and still be deadly. He can be strategic and 
still be satanic in effect. He can be bold, eloquent, organized, and impressive, but if he 
does not fear God, then whatever office he holds becomes a weapon in the hand of his own 
corruption. That is why the Lord said of Israel’s rulers, “Her princes in the midst thereof are 
roaring lions; her judges are evening wolves” (Zephaniah 3:3). These were not weak men. 
They were powerful men. But their power had no holy restraint, so it became predatory. 

The fear of God is what keeps authority from becoming tyranny, manipulation, vanity, or 
abuse. “He that ruleth over men must be just, ruling in the fear of God” (2 Samuel 23:3). 
There is the standard. Rule in the fear of God. If that fear is absent, then office itself 
becomes dangerous. The man begins serving himself through the position instead of 
serving God in it. He starts thinking of people as assets, tools, props, voters, donors, 
followers, or stepping-stones. Since he does not fear the Lord, he only fears losing control, 
losing face, losing money, or losing his grip on the crowd. That makes him capable of doing 
tremendous damage while still looking competent to fools. 

That is why some of the most dangerous men in history were not incompetent men. They 
were able men without the fear of God. A fool with no influence may be a local nuisance. A 
capable man without the fear of God can become a national curse. Jeroboam was capable. 
Ahab was politically functional. Caiaphas was religiously positioned. False shepherds in 
Jeremiah’s day knew how to maintain their offices. What they lacked was holy fear. Once 
that is gone, a man’s public role does not restrain his wickedness. It amplifies it. 

2. Jeroboam Shows How One Man Can Establish a Pattern of National Sin 

If there is one name that stands like a warning flare in the historical books, it is Jeroboam. 
Again and again the Spirit of God marks kings by saying they “walked in the way of 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin” (1 Kings 16:26). That phrase is one of 
the heaviest verdicts a man can carry. He made Israel to sin. Not merely he sinned. Not 
merely he erred. He made Israel to sin. He institutionalized corruption. He created a 
counterfeit system of worship, set up the calves, arranged the priesthood to fit his 
rebellion, and built an alternative religious structure so the people would not return to the 
house of David or the worship God had appointed. 

That is how wicked leaders operate. They do not merely indulge sin privately. They engineer 
it publicly. Jeroboam knew exactly what he was doing. He feared losing the kingdom, so he 
built a religious arrangement that would secure his political interests. In other words, he 
used religion as a tool of statecraft and rebellion. That one move became a template for 



later kings. His sin outlived him. His bones went to the grave, but his pattern remained in 
the bloodstream of the nation. That is why Scripture hammers the phrase over and over. 
God wanted Israel and every later reader to know that some men leave behind more than 
bad memories. They leave behind roads of organized disobedience. 

This is where leadership guilt multiplies. The private drunk harms himself and those 
nearest to him. Jeroboam changed the spiritual climate of a nation. He made false worship 
administratively convenient. He gave people a structure in which disobedience felt 
patriotic, practical, and normal. That is how leadership becomes public corruption. The 
man at the top lays track for millions beneath him. Then long after he is dead, the train is 
still running on the rails he set. That is why a leader’s sin is rarely measured only by what he 
did in his lifetime. It must also be measured by what his example taught others to continue. 

3. Ahab Shows How Leadership Can Turn Wickedness into State Policy 

Jeroboam was not the only one. Ahab took public corruption to another level because he 
did not merely perpetuate idolatry. He magnified it and normalized it under royal 
sponsorship. Scripture says, “Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the LORD above 
all that were before him” (1 Kings 16:30). Then it adds that he took Jezebel to wife and “went 
and served Baal, and worshipped him” (1 Kings 16:31). He built an altar, raised a grove, and 
pushed the nation farther into abomination. He was not a man privately struggling with 
spiritual inconsistency. He was an administrator of wickedness. 

That is one of the clearest examples of a public corrupter. Ahab used the machinery of 
government, royal example, and national tone-setting to make evil ordinary. Jezebel 
imported and reinforced the corruption, but Ahab opened the door, sanctioned it, and 
tolerated it because it suited his flesh and his politics. The result was not merely his own 
decline. The result was a whole nation more deeply marinated in idolatry, intimidation, and 
blood guilt. Prophets were hunted. Naboth was murdered. Truth was marginalized. 
Wickedness sat in the palace and smiled like it belonged there. 

That is how evil leadership functions in every age. It takes what should be condemned and 
gives it legal cover, public prestige, financial support, and institutional protection. Once 
that happens, corruption grows roots. It no longer lives only in hidden corners. It becomes 
policy. It becomes strategy. It becomes the tone of the administration. The wicked ruler 
may not be able to change heaven’s law, but he can make earth more hostile to those who 
still believe it. That is why Ahab matters. He shows that a man in power can turn his office 
into a delivery system for national ruin. 

4. Wicked Priests and Prophets Corrupt Souls in the Name of God 



A wicked king is dangerous, but a wicked religious leader can be even more dangerous 
because he sins under the banner of divine authority. He does not merely lead men astray 
politically or socially. He tells them God is with them while leading them to hell. Jeremiah 
cried out against prophets who healed “the hurt of the daughter of my people slightly, 
saying, Peace, peace; when there is no peace” (Jeremiah 6:14). Ezekiel rebuked men who 
saw vanity and divining lies, saying, “The LORD saith: and the LORD hath not sent them” 
(Ezekiel 13:6). Nothing is much more corrupt than a man using God’s name as camouflage 
for his own lies. 

The priests in Malachi’s day were condemned because they had caused many to stumble 
at the law (Malachi 2:8). Think about that. Men who were supposed to clarify truth were 
making people stumble over it. That is multiplied guilt. A blind pagan misleads because he 
does not know. A false priest misleads while claiming to know. That is a far uglier thing. It is 
why Jesus spoke so sharply to the Pharisees, calling them “blind guides” and saying they 
compassed sea and land to make one proselyte, and when he was made, he became 
“twofold more the child of hell” than themselves (Matthew 23:15-16). There is the 
missionary spirit of false leadership. It reproduces its own corruption in the souls of others. 

This remains a great curse in every generation. A false preacher who trims the Bible, 
softens judgment, denies the new birth, or substitutes ritual for salvation is not merely 
wrong. He is publicly corrupting souls. He is reassuring men in darkness. He is putting 
cushions under them on the broad road. He is training them to mistrust the plain word of 
God and rely on ceremony, emotion, scholarship, or institutional loyalty instead. That kind 
of man may be polished, articulate, and admired, but heaven marks him as a corrupter. He 
does not only answer for his own falsehood. He answers for every soul he helped to harden 
under it. 

5. Leadership Corruption Becomes Hereditary, Institutional, and Imitated 

One of the most sobering things in the books of Kings and Chronicles is how often 
wickedness gets handed down. One king walks in the way of another. One house repeats 
the pattern of another. One generation inherits the grooves cut by the previous one. 
Scripture says of certain kings that they “walked in the way of the kings of Israel” or “walked 
in the way of Ahab” or “walked in the way of Jeroboam.” That repetition is doing theological 
work. It shows that leadership sin tends to reproduce itself through memory, structure, 
precedent, and example. Once the leader establishes the pattern, later men step into it as 
though it were normal. 

This is how institutional rot sets in. The first man breaks the wall. The next man decorates 
the opening. The man after that calls the breach tradition. Before long, people forget there 



ever was a wall. That happens in nations, churches, schools, denominations, and homes. A 
father tolerates sin in the house, and the children grow up thinking the tolerance is normal. 
A pastor trims truth, and the church learns to feel uncomfortable with plain preaching. A 
seminary lets compromise through the front gate, and a generation of ministers comes out 
trained to handle the Bible with rubber gloves. Corruption hardens into culture if nobody 
repents early enough. 

That is why reform is always so difficult. A wicked leader does not only commit acts. He 
leaves atmosphere. He leaves assumptions. He leaves systems. He leaves language. He 
leaves habits of thought. Then those things become hereditary in effect even if they are not 
biological. The sons of a bad father may inherit his spirit. The students of a corrupt 
professor may inherit his skepticism. The members under a cowardly preacher may inherit 
his evasions. That is why it is not enough to say that the original man is gone. If his pattern 
remains, then his influence remains. Dead men can still corrupt the living if the roads they 
built are still being traveled. 

6. The Greater the Influence, the Greater the Judgment 

Scripture leaves no doubt that leadership multiplies accountability. “My brethren, be not 
many masters, knowing that we shall receive the greater condemnation” (James 3:1). That 
does not mean every teacher is damned. It means that public responsibility brings stricter 
reckoning. A leader is not judged only as a private individual. He is judged as a steward of 
influence. The shepherd answers not only for himself but for how he fed or starved the 
flock. The ruler answers not only for personal conduct but for how he used the sword. The 
father answers not only for his own habits but for what he cultivated in the home. 
Leadership expands consequences, so it expands judgment. 

Ezekiel 34 is one of the strongest chapters on this subject. The shepherds of Israel fed 
themselves and not the flock. They ruled with force and cruelty. They did not strengthen the 
diseased or seek the lost. So the Lord said, “Behold, I am against the shepherds” (Ezekiel 
34:10). That is a terrifying sentence. Not merely against the sheep that wandered, but 
against the shepherds who failed and abused their charge. God did not overlook the 
misuse of office. He set Himself against it. That tells you how seriously heaven takes 
corrupt leadership. 

This ought to sober every man with influence, whether large or small. You do not have to be 
a king over Israel to become a public corrupter. If people are watching you, learning from 
you, depending on you, or following you, then your sin has consequences beyond yourself. 
A father’s cowardice can teach a son how to despise strength. A mother’s compromise can 
teach a daughter how to treat holiness lightly. A teacher’s cynicism can deaden a 



classroom. A pastor’s vanity can create a church culture of flattery and fear. The more eyes 
are on a man, the less right he has to treat his own corruption as a private hobby. 

7. False Leadership Builds Roads That Others Walk Long After the Leader Is Gone 

Perhaps the most frightening thing about corrupt leaders is that many of them keep 
harming others long after death. Jeroboam kept doing damage after his grave closed over 
him because later kings still walked in his way. Ahab’s influence outlived Ahab. Jezebel’s 
spirit shows up later as a type of corruption in Revelation 2:20, where a false prophetess is 
called by her name because the pattern remained recognizable. In other words, wicked 
leadership often leaves behind a map. Others find the route and call it precedent, tradition, 
legacy, or accepted practice. That is how dead men keep speaking, not only through books 
and memories, but through roads they normalized. 

This is why not every legacy is honorable merely because it is old. Some legacies are 
diseases. Some traditions are accumulated rebellion. Some ministries are factories of 
polished compromise that keep producing fruit after the founder dies. A movement can be 
wrong for so long that people start thinking longevity proves legitimacy. But mold can be old 
too. Age does not sanctify corruption. If a leader established a wicked path, the passing of 
time does not make the path less wicked. It only means more people may have walked it. 

That is where courage is needed. Somebody has to say plainly that the road is crooked, 
even if many feet have traveled it. Somebody has to call Jeroboam’s calves what they are, 
even if the worship center is crowded. Somebody has to stand like Elijah, Micaiah, 
Jeremiah, John the Baptist, or Paul and say that office, heritage, and public approval do not 
sanctify rebellion. False leadership must be exposed because its damage is cumulative. 
The man may be dead, but the lie is still alive. The voice may be silent, but the pattern is 
still training people. That is why reformers always sound severe to the compromisers. They 
are trying to tear up roads others have grown used to walking. 

Conclusion 

The leaders who drag others down are among the darkest figures in Scripture because they 
turn authority into an accomplice of hell. They do not merely stumble in private weakness. 
They establish patterns. They shape institutions. They confuse the simple. They embolden 
rebels. They reassure the wicked. They silence truth by example, policy, and pressure. 
Jeroboam did it. Ahab did it. False priests and prophets did it. Cowardly shepherds did it. 
And the historical record preserves their names so that nobody can pretend leadership sin 
is a small matter. It is one thing to go wrong alone. It is another thing entirely to take 
multitudes with you. 



That is why this subject reaches far beyond ancient kings. It reaches into homes, churches, 
classrooms, governments, and every public platform where influence is exercised. Some 
men are not merely personally wicked. They are public corrupters. They turn their influence 
into a weapon against truth. They lay tracks for others to follow. Then later generations trip 
over the grooves and wonder why the whole structure leans toward apostasy. The answer is 
that somebody in authority bent it that way and others found it easier to continue than to 
repent. 

So the warning is plain. Never evaluate a leader only by charisma, success, confidence, 
platform, or public strength. Ask where he is leading people. Ask whether he fears God. Ask 
whether his example builds holiness or excuses compromise. Ask whether his legacy 
leaves men closer to Scripture or farther from it. The way of the wicked becomes especially 
dangerous when a leader walks it, because leadership turns private poison into public 
contagion. And when God finally reckons with such men, He will not judge them merely as 
sinners. He will judge them as men who made others stumble. 

 

 

8 of 10: The Way of the Wicked - The Strange Road of False Religion 

Introduction 

One of the biggest mistakes a man can make is to assume that wickedness always smells 
like whiskey, talks like a gangster, dresses like a harlot, and hangs around the dark side of 
town. Sometimes wickedness is profane, filthy, loud, and obvious. But some of the worst 
wickedness in the Bible wears clean robes, speaks softly, quotes Scripture, burns incense, 
keeps ceremonies, and knows exactly how to look holy while hating the truth of God. That 
is what makes false religion so dangerous. It is wickedness with a sacred costume on. It is 
rebellion taught to bow at the right moments. It is pride on its knees. It is darkness reciting 
prayers. That is why this subject bites so hard. The way of the wicked is not always in the 
bar, the brothel, or the alley. Sometimes it is in the pulpit, the temple, the seminary, the 
collar, the stained glass, and the polished platform. 

The Bible is relentless on this point because men are so easily impressed by religious 
theater. Isaiah says of the wicked, “they all look to their own way, every one for his gain, 
from his quarter” (Isaiah 56:11). There you have it. Their own way. Gain. Religious men can 
be just as self-centered, greedy, manipulative, and blind as the rankest pagan. Proverbs 
warns, “There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of 
death” (Proverbs 14:12). One of the most deadly forms of that “seemeth right” deception is 
false religion, because it gives a man the feeling of spiritual safety while he is marching 



straight toward judgment. A drunk in the gutter may know he is in bad shape. A devout 
hypocrite thinks he is headed for heaven while he is walking over a trapdoor. 

That is why the Lord Jesus Christ reserved some of His strongest words, not for Roman 
soldiers, publicans, or open harlots, but for religious phonies. He called them “blind 
guides,” “whited sepulchres,” and “serpents” (Matthew 23:16, 27, 33). Why? Because 
religious wickedness is refined wickedness. It is not satisfied merely to rebel. It wants to 
rebel and still be admired for holiness. It wants applause for devotion while it rejects the 
God it claims to serve. It wants the authority of heaven without submission to heaven. That 
is the strange road of false religion. It looks sacred to carnal eyes, but underneath the 
vestments, vocabulary, and rituals, it is the way of the wicked all the same. 

1. False Religion Lets a Man Keep His Sin While Feeling Holy 

One reason false religion is so attractive is because it offers the sinner a way to feel 
spiritual without actually surrendering to God. That is the genius of the counterfeit. It gives 
a man the sensation of nearness to God while letting him preserve the very things God 
condemns. Cain is the first great example. He came with an offering. He came in a religious 
act. He came with something he had prepared. But God had no respect unto Cain and to 
his offering (Genesis 4:5). Why? Because Cain wanted worship on his own terms. He was 
religious, but he was wrong. He had ceremony without submission. 

That is the mark of false religion from the beginning. A man wants God to accept his 
approach instead of bowing to God’s way. He wants the altar without the blood. He wants 
devotion without repentance. He wants acceptance without the truth. He wants spirituality 
without new birth. In other words, he wants a sacred framework around a rebellious heart. 
That is why false religion is such a useful vehicle for wickedness. It can keep the sinner 
busy with forms while leaving the root untouched. He sings, kneels, gives, fasts, chants, 
studies, performs, and serves, yet never deals honestly with God. 

Israel fell into this repeatedly. The Lord said through Isaiah, “This people draw near me with 
their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me” 
(Isaiah 29:13). There it is. Mouth near, heart far. That is false religion in one line. The 
motions are there. The language is there. The symbolism is there. The heart is absent. A 
man like that can fool a crowd, and if he is not careful, he can even fool himself. But he 
cannot fool God. The Lord never mistakes outward ceremony for inward reality. 

2. The Form of Godliness Is One of the Devil’s Best Disguises 

Paul warns of men “having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof” (2 Timothy 
3:5). That is one of the cleanest definitions of false religion you will find anywhere. A form of 
godliness. It has the shape. It has the outline. It has the style, the sounds, the postures, the 



public image. But it denies the power. The reality is absent. There is no life from God, no 
transforming truth, no new birth, no authority of Scripture rightly submitted to, no real 
holiness, no fear of God that governs the inward man. It is a shell with no kernel, a lantern 
with no flame, a body with no breath. 

That is why false religion can look so impressive to natural eyes. The flesh is easily dazzled 
by atmosphere. Give people robes, architecture, candles, processions, ceremonies, 
traditions, titles, oratory, and confident language, and many will assume God must be in it. 
But the devil is perfectly willing to provide atmosphere if he can keep people from the truth. 
He does not mind a sinner being religious if he can keep him unregenerate. He does not 
mind a church being active if he can keep it doctrinally rotten. He does not mind prayer 
language if Christ is displaced, Scripture is twisted, and the gospel is buried under 
pageantry. 

The Lord Jesus said of certain religious leaders, “Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures, nor 
the power of God” (Matthew 22:29). Think about that. Men can be publicly religious and still 
not know the Scriptures rightly or the power of God truly. That is how deadly the form can 
be. The form gives cover to the error. It teaches a generation to respect the costume while 
ignoring the contents. It lets a man deny the truth with a Bible still open in front of him. That 
is why the child of God must judge religion by truth, not by atmosphere. 

3. Religious Pride Is Often Worse Than Open Profanity 

A harlot knows she is out in the open. A publican knows he is despised. But a religious 
hypocrite can be drunk on his own self-righteousness while standing in the temple. That 
makes him especially hard to reach. Jesus gave the picture in Luke 18 of the Pharisee and 
the publican. The Pharisee prayed “with himself,” boasting of fasting and tithing, while 
despising the other man (Luke 18:11-12). The publican smote upon his breast and cried, 
“God be merciful to me a sinner” (Luke 18:13). The Lord said the publican went down 
justified rather than the Pharisee. Why? Because religious pride is still pride, and pride is 
poison whether it wears a suit, rags, or a priestly garment. 

This is one of the ugliest features of false religion. It not only rejects truth, it often does so 
while feeling morally superior. A profane sinner may be broken enough to admit he is a 
wreck. A religious sinner may look down his nose at everybody around him while his own 
soul rots under the surface. He has prayers, but no humility. He has rituals, but no 
repentance. He has doctrine on paper, but no fear of God in the inward parts. He knows 
how to condemn the sins he does not commit while secretly nurturing the sins he will not 
confess. 



That is why Jesus had harsher language for the Pharisees than for many openly immoral 
people. The prostitute and the thief may be easier to bring to the cross than the polished 
religious man who is convinced he has no need of it. “Publicans and the harlots go into the 
kingdom of God before you” (Matthew 21:31) was a devastating statement, and it still is. It 
shows that religion can become a thicker wall against salvation than open scandal if that 
religion feeds pride and blinds a man to his true condition. 

4. False Priests and Prophets Use Sacred Language to Sell Lies 

One of the strangest things in the Bible is how often falsehood comes wrapped in prophetic 
vocabulary. Jeremiah’s day was full of men saying, “Peace, peace; when there is no peace” 
(Jeremiah 6:14). Ezekiel dealt with prophets that “have seen vanity and lying divination, 
saying, The LORD saith: and the LORD hath not sent them” (Ezekiel 13:6). They were not 
speaking like atheists. They were speaking like ministers. They were using sacred language. 
That is what made them so dangerous. They were not attacking religion from the outside. 
They were corrupting it from within. 

That same problem runs all through church history and right down into our day. Some men 
do not stand up and say, “I reject God.” They stand up and say, “God told me,” “The Spirit is 
moving,” “The Church has always taught,” “This is a deeper revelation,” or “We need a more 
mature understanding of the text.” The language sounds spiritual, but the effect is deadly. It 
moves people away from the plain words of God and into dependence on human authority, 
mystical impressions, institutional claims, or scholarly manipulations. That is not harmless 
nuance. That is seduction wearing a halo. 

The apostle Peter warned that false teachers would bring in “damnable heresies” (2 Peter 
2:1). Not harmless mistakes. Damnable heresies. And they do not always bring them in 
through vulgar rebellion. Often they slip them in under the cover of biblical language, 
religious experience, or spiritual respectability. That is why believers must learn to ask not 
merely, “Does this sound spiritual?” but, “Is this true to the word of God?” Wickedness can 
use religious language fluently. The devil quoted Scripture at Christ in the wilderness. 
Fluency with holy words is not the same thing as submission to the Holy One. 

5. Ceremony and Tradition Can Become Tools of Rebellion 

Not every tradition is wrong, and not every ceremony is empty. But when tradition and 
ceremony begin replacing truth and obedience, they become allies of false religion. The 
Pharisees were masters of this. Jesus said, “Ye have made the commandment of God of 
none effect by your tradition” (Matthew 15:6). There is the problem in a sentence. Tradition 
had become a weapon against Scripture. They did not discard the idea of religion. They 



overloaded it with human additions until the commandment of God was suffocated under 
inherited practice. 

That pattern has never stopped. Men are always tempted to trust what is old because it is 
old, what is solemn because it feels solemn, what is repeated because it is familiar, and 
what is institutional because it is established. But mold can be old too. Error can be 
ancient. A lie repeated for centuries is still a lie. If tradition teaches a man to trust 
something other than the finished work of Christ, the new birth, and the authority of God’s 
word, then that tradition is not a holy heirloom. It is a polished chain. 

The same goes for ceremony. A man can cross himself, kneel, light candles, chant prayers, 
wear religious garments, move through formal liturgies, and still be dead in trespasses and 
sins. Israel brought sacrifices while their hearts went after idols. The Lord said, “To what 
purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto me?” (Isaiah 1:11). He was sick of their 
ceremonies because the truth was absent. The outward act does not sanctify inward 
rebellion. In fact, it can intensify the hypocrisy if the act becomes a substitute for dealing 
honestly with God. 

6. Seminaries, Pulpits, and Religious Platforms Can Become High Places of 
Wickedness 

People often imagine wickedness belongs in the gutter. The Bible shows that some of it 
lives in high places. Israel had high places where corruption was practiced under religious 
cover. In the same way, modern wickedness often climbs into institutions that claim to 
guard truth. A seminary can become a factory for unbelief if it teaches men how to dissect 
Scripture without bowing to it. A pulpit can become a platform for vanity, compromise, and 
manipulation if the preacher loves applause more than truth. A religious conference can 
become a marketplace of fleshly branding where Christ is named and self is promoted. 

That is why James says teachers shall receive the greater condemnation (James 3:1). It is 
because the religious platform magnifies both truth and corruption. When a man goes 
wrong in the pulpit, he does not only injure himself. He shapes souls. He creates 
assumptions. He trains ears. He normalizes compromise. He makes people comfortable 
with ambiguity where God spoke plainly. Some of the most dangerous men in the world are 
not the openly profane ones. They are the men who can talk about God for an hour without 
ever bringing the hearer under the authority of God. 

Paul warned the Ephesian elders that from among their own selves men would arise, 
speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them (Acts 20:30). There it is. Not 
always from outside. From among your own selves. The wolf can come in from the woods, 
but sometimes he grows up in the sheepfold and learns the smell of the place. That is why 



no institution is above scrutiny. No pulpit is sacred merely because it is elevated. No 
seminary is sound merely because it has history. Everything must be judged by the Book. 
Wickedness can thrive on a polished religious platform if nobody has the courage to test it. 

7. The End of False Religion Is Death, No Matter How Sacred It Looks 

The most terrifying thing about false religion is that it can look so right while ending so 
wrong. “There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of 
death” (Proverbs 16:25). That verse lands with special force on religion because religion is 
where many men feel safest. They are not worried about judgment because they have 
ceremonies, sacraments, titles, spiritual routines, affiliations, and a long record of outward 
devotion. But if the thing is false, all that religious confidence becomes kindling for a 
greater disappointment at the judgment seat of God. 

Jesus said, “Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy 
name?” (Matthew 7:22). Notice that. They are not infidels. They are religious claimants. 
They speak in Christ’s name. They prophesy. They cast out devils. They do many wonderful 
works. And yet He says, “I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity” (Matthew 
7:23). That ought to shake every man who has ever trusted in spiritual performance instead 
of Christ Himself. Religious activity is not the same thing as being known by the Lord. 

That is why false religion is such a strange road. It marches like a pilgrimage but ends like a 
funeral. It sounds like worship but lands in judgment. It feels safe to the flesh because it 
allows a man to remain basically in charge of his own spiritual standing. He can measure 
his rituals, his efforts, his affiliations, and his appearances. But when he stands before 
God, none of that can replace truth. None of it can replace the blood of Christ, the new 
birth, or submission to God’s word. The road seemed sacred. The end reveals it was death 
all along. 

Conclusion 

The strange road of false religion is one of the most subtle and devastating expressions of 
the way of the wicked because it proves that wickedness does not always look ugly to 
natural eyes. Sometimes it is polished, educated, robed, disciplined, and ceremonially 
impressive. Sometimes it speaks softly, quotes verses, and knows exactly how to produce 
reverence in a room. But if it denies the truth of God, rejects the gospel of Christ, replaces 
inward reality with outward form, and feeds pride instead of repentance, then it is still the 
way of the wicked, no matter how sacred the packaging appears. 

That is why the child of God must learn to distrust appearances and judge by truth. Do not 
ask only whether something feels holy. Ask whether it is true. Do not ask only whether it is 
old, impressive, solemn, or widely respected. Ask whether it bows to Scripture. The pulpit 



can be corrupt. The seminary can be corrupt. The robe can hide a rebel. The collar can sit 
on the neck of a wolf. The polished religious platform can be a high place of wickedness if it 
keeps the form of godliness while denying the power thereof (2 Timothy 3:5). 

So the warning stands. The way of the wicked is not always the obvious road of open 
profanity. Sometimes it is the road lined with candles, books, titles, choirs, traditions, and 
ceremonies. Sometimes it quotes Scripture while denying the God of Scripture. Sometimes 
it preaches morality while rejecting regeneration. Sometimes it talks of heaven while 
blocking the only way there. That is why false religion must be exposed without apology. 
Better to sting a hypocrite now than let him drift comfortably into hell under the illusion that 
he was walking with God. 

 

 

9 of 10: The Way of the Wicked - Why Judgment Never Misses Its Mark 

Introduction 

There comes a point in any serious study of wickedness where all the excuses run out, all 
the smoke clears, and all the glitter falls off the thing. Up to this point in the series we have 
looked at the heart of the wicked, the deception of the wicked, the spread of the wicked, 
the seduction of evil men, the blindness of the wicked, the temporary prosperity of the 
wicked, the leaders who drag others down, and the strange road of false religion. Now we 
come to the final fact that hangs over all of it like thunder over a black field. Judgment. Not 
vague consequences. Not poetic justice. Not karma. Not human opinion catching up with 
somebody. Judgment from a holy God who knows every thought, marks every step, weighs 
every motive, and settles every account. “The LORD knoweth the way of the righteous: but 
the way of the ungodly shall perish” (Psalm 1:6). 

That verse does not say the way of the ungodly might perish if circumstances happen to 
line up a certain way. It says it shall perish. That is not a suggestion. That is a sentence. The 
wicked may mock, prosper, resist, boast, manipulate, network, preach, build, influence, 
rule, and celebrate themselves for a season, but none of that alters the end of the road. 
Divine judgment is not some strange appendix attached to sin from the outside. It is built 
into the road itself. Sin is wired for death. Rebellion contains its own sentence in seed form. 
God does not have to invent a cruel penalty to make sin miserable. Sin is already a loaded 
gun pointed at the sinner’s own head. The Lord simply confirms in time and eternity what 
wickedness has been moving toward all along. 



That is why this essay must strike like a hammer. Our age is drunk on the illusion that men 
can get away with evil if they are rich enough, connected enough, strategic enough, 
religious enough, loud enough, or protected enough. But Scripture keeps saying otherwise. 
The Flood came. Sodom burned. Egypt broke. Israel fell. Kings died. Nations were ground to 
dust. Proud rulers ate grass, swung from gallows, drowned in seas, and were eaten of 
worms. The reason those stories are in the Bible is not merely to give you history lessons. 
They are there to remind you that God keeps books, God remembers words, God marks 
steps, and God settles accounts with terrifying precision. Judgment never misses its mark 
because the Judge never misses a fact. 

1. Judgment Is Woven Into the Nature of Sin Itself 

One of the first things that needs to be understood is that judgment is not arbitrary. God is 
not capricious, flying into random fits of anger because somebody happened to irritate Him 
on the wrong day. Scripture presents judgment as morally necessary because sin itself is a 
violation of God’s holiness and a corruption of the order He established. “The wages of sin 
is death” (Romans 6:23). That is not merely a penalty tacked on from outside. It is the 
earned result. Wages are what a man has coming. Sin pays. It just pays in a currency fools 
do not want to count until it is too late. 

That is why the sinner’s favorite fantasy is so absurd. He imagines he can separate the 
pleasure of sin from the consequence of sin, the rebellion from the reckoning, the act from 
the sentence. But he cannot. The act is already carrying the sentence forward. “He that 
soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption” (Galatians 6:8). There is the 
agricultural language God loves to use because it is so plain. You do not sow poison ivy and 
reap roses. You do not sow rebellion and reap peace. You do not sow filth and reap purity. 
What you plant determines what grows. Wickedness is self-destructive by design because 
it is contrary to the very character of God. 

This is why sin does not need clever punishment to make it deadly. Lust blinds. Pride 
hardens. Covetousness devours. Bitterness poisons. Lies entangle. Idolatry enslaves. False 
religion deadens. Violence multiplies. In each case the judgment is already moving inside 
the sin before the final blow ever falls. A man may imagine he is getting away with it 
because the sky has not cracked open yet, but he is already carrying the infection in his 
blood. He has mistaken delay for safety. He has mistaken God’s patience for permission. 
That is a fatal misreading of reality. 

2. The Flood Proves That a Corrupt World Can Ripen for Judgment All at Once 

If any passage in Scripture settles forever the question of whether wickedness can 
accumulate to a breaking point, it is the Flood. Genesis says, “And GOD saw that the 



wickedness of man was great in the earth” and that “every imagination of the thoughts of 
his heart was only evil continually” (Genesis 6:5). Then it says, “all flesh had corrupted his 
way upon the earth” (Genesis 6:12). That is the picture of a world gone rotten together. The 
corruption was not isolated. It was civilizational, generational, and deep. Men were not 
dabbling in wickedness on the margins. They had built a world around it. 

The Flood shows that God’s patience has a boundary. “My spirit shall not always strive with 
man” (Genesis 6:3). That is one of the heaviest sentences in the whole Bible. It means there 
is a point where striving gives way to sentencing. There is a point where warning has been 
ignored long enough, truth has been mocked long enough, and wickedness has hardened 
deeply enough that judgment becomes the righteous answer. Men before the Flood ate, 
drank, married, built, and carried on like the future belonged to them. Then the rain started. 
Once it started, it was too late to revise their theology. 

This matters because every generation is tempted to think its own normalcy is proof of 
safety. Men assume that because tomorrow’s meetings are on the calendar, tomorrow’s 
judgment is impossible. The antediluvian world thought the same thing. The ark was there. 
Noah preached. The warning stood in plain sight. The world laughed until the door shut. 
That is always the danger. Wickedness breeds a false sense of durability. People get used to 
the delay and start treating the warning as comedy. But judgment never misses its mark. It 
can fall suddenly after a very long silence. 

3. Sodom Proves That God Knows How to Target Moral Corruption Precisely 

The destruction of Sodom is another great monument to divine judgment, but it adds 
another element. It shows that God’s judgment is not only certain. It is exact. Sodom was 
not condemned because of some accidental civic weakness. It was condemned for 
specific, aggravated wickedness that had ripened before the face of God. “Because their 
cry is waxen great before the face of the LORD; and the LORD hath sent us to destroy it” 
(Genesis 19:13). Their sin had a cry. Their wickedness had a voice. Their corruption had 
come up before God like a legal testimony demanding response. 

When men talk today as though moral perversion is simply a private preference, they reveal 
how little Bible they have in them. Sodom teaches that public sin produces public guilt. A 
city can become accountable. A culture can cross lines. A society can make itself ripe for 
fire. The men of Sodom were not merely practicing corruption. They were aggressive in it. 
They were shameless in it. They were organized in it. They had turned abnormality into civic 
instinct. Then judgment fell, not as an overreaction, but as the precise answer of a holy God 
to a city that had filled up the measure of its sin. 



Peter says the Lord turned “the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes” and made them 
“an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly” (2 Peter 2:6). There is the point. 
Sodom is not merely ancient history. It is an ensample. It stands as a permanent warning 
that God does not become confused when society rebrands wickedness as liberation. He 
is not impressed by public consensus. He is not intimidated by a crowd. He knows exactly 
what He is looking at, and when the hour comes, He knows exactly where to strike. 

4. Egypt Shows That Power Cannot Shield a Rebel from the Hand of God 

Some men think wealth, military power, political machinery, or international prestige can 
place them beyond moral accountability. Egypt proves otherwise. Pharaoh was not some 
back-alley thug. He was the ruler of the greatest empire on earth in his time. He had 
armies, magicians, systems, palaces, and a nation built around his throne. He could ignore 
Moses repeatedly and think the balance of power was still on his side. Yet the whole 
Exodus account is one long demonstration that God can dismantle a superpower piece by 
piece while its ruler clenches his jaw and hardens his heart. 

Every plague was targeted. Water, frogs, lice, flies, cattle, boils, hail, locusts, darkness, 
death. The Lord did not miss. He did not swing wildly. He struck Egypt where Egypt lived. He 
exposed the impotence of her gods, the fragility of her economy, the limits of her 
magicians, and the foolishness of her king. Then at the Red Sea He closed the matter. “The 
Egyptians whom ye have seen to day, ye shall see them again no more for ever” (Exodus 
14:13). By the time the waters returned, the empire had discovered that chariots do not 
outrun divine judgment. 

This matters because men still trust in the same kinds of shields. Institutions, money, 
connections, legal cover, public relations, military force, and strategic messaging. None of 
it means anything when the Lord rises to judgment. Psalm 33 says, “There is no king saved 
by the multitude of an host” (Psalm 33:16). If a king is not saved by an army, how much less 
a preacher by his brand, a politician by his consultants, a celebrity by his audience, or a 
nation by its economic influence. The hand that split the sea can still break whatever men 
think protects them. 

5. Rebellious Israel Proves That Covenant Privilege Does Not Cancel Accountability 

One of the most sobering facts in Scripture is that God did not spare His own covenant 
people when they persisted in rebellion. Israel had promises, ordinances, temple worship, 
prophetic testimony, priesthood, sacrifices, and the oracles of God. Yet when they turned 
aside stubbornly, the Lord judged them with a severity that ought to silence every 
complacent religious mind in the world. “You only have I known of all the families of the 



earth: therefore I will punish you for all your iniquities” (Amos 3:2). There is a verse modern 
religious talk desperately needs. Privilege increases accountability. 

Israel’s history is full of this principle. The northern kingdom persisted in the sins of 
Jeroboam and was carried away. Judah ignored warning after warning through prophets like 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel, and eventually Babylon came. The temple did not save them. 
Their history did not save them. Their ceremonies did not save them. Their slogans did not 
save them. Once the heart was gone, the shell could not protect them. They had the 
language of religion, but judgment walked right through the gates. 

That ought to shake every man who thinks affiliation with a church, denomination, 
tradition, institution, or theological tribe places him beyond correction. God judged Israel 
in part because she sinned against greater light. The more truth a man has, the less excuse 
he has for rebellion. A Bible in the hand does not protect the rebel if the rebel tramples the 
Bible he holds. A pulpit does not protect the false preacher if he uses it to corrupt souls. A 
seminary degree does not protect the unbeliever if he spent his training sharpening 
arguments against the plain words of God. Privilege does not soften judgment. It can 
intensify it. 

6. Judgment Often Waits, But It Never Loses the Address 

One reason wicked men grow bold is because judgment is often delayed. Ecclesiastes 
says, “Because sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart 
of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil” (Ecclesiastes 8:11). There is the 
psychology of the sinner. He interprets delay as escape. Because God does not strike 
instantly, the wicked man starts imagining God has forgotten, God does not care, or God 
will not act. Then he grows bolder. He doubles down. He adds boastfulness to rebellion 
because he mistakes mercy for weakness. 

But delayed judgment is still judgment on schedule. Nahum says of the Lord, “The LORD is 
slow to anger, and great in power, and will not at all acquit the wicked” (Nahum 1:3). That is 
the balance men keep missing. Slow to anger is not soft on evil. Patient is not permissive. 
Longsuffering is not forgetful. The clock is still ticking even when the hammer has not yet 
fallen. In fact, the delay can make the final blow more revealing because it shows how 
deeply the wicked hardened themselves under mercy. 

This is why men ought to tremble under postponed judgment instead of celebrating it. 
Every day the sinner wakes up without a thunderbolt is another day of borrowed breath. 
Every sermon ignored, every warning mocked, every conviction resisted, every providence 
despised, and every act of mercy trampled becomes part of the record. Romans 2 says the 
impenitent man treasures up unto himself wrath against the day of wrath (Romans 2:5). 



Treasures up. He thinks he is accumulating immunity. He is actually accumulating 
evidence. God’s books are getting thicker while the sinner thinks the courtroom has 
adjourned. 

7. Final Judgment Will Reveal That Nobody Ever Truly Got Away with Anything 

All temporal judgments in Scripture point finally to the great reality that every man will 
answer to God. “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ” (2 Corinthians 
5:10) for believers’ works, and for the lost there is the great white throne where “the dead 
were judged out of those things which were written in the books” (Revelation 20:12). There 
are books. God records. God remembers. God does not judge on rumor. He judges on 
perfect knowledge. That means every hidden thing, every secret motive, every weaponized 
word, every crooked deal, every corrupted soul, every seduction, every hypocrisy, every 
abuse of power, and every defiance of light is known in full. 

That is why the apparent victories of the wicked are so thin. Men may dodge public 
consequences in this life. They may die praised, decorated, protected by institutions, 
mourned by admirers, and surrounded by nice language. But death does not erase guilt. 
The grave does not shred God’s records. Public image does not sway the Judge. “Be not 
deceived; God is not mocked” (Galatians 6:7). That verse should be nailed into the 
conscience of every rebel. Not mocked. Men may laugh now, but they will not laugh forever. 

The final judgment reveals that sin was never free and wickedness was never truly 
unpunished. The sentence may have unfolded partly in time, in hardened hearts, ruined 
homes, corrupted nations, and public collapses. But the full account is settled before God. 
That is why Scripture describes hell, the lake of fire, everlasting destruction, and exclusion 
from the presence of the Lord with such sober language. The point is not theatrical terror. 
The point is truth. God’s judgment never misses its mark because there is no darkness in 
Him, no ignorance in Him, and no corruption in Him. The Judge sees all, weighs all, 
remembers all, and strikes without error. 

Conclusion 

By the time a man has walked through the Flood, Sodom, Egypt, rebellious Israel, proud 
kings, and the solemn warnings of the prophets and apostles, he ought to come away with 
one conclusion fixed in his soul. Wickedness is not getting away with anything. The clock is 
simply still ticking. That is all. Delay is not escape. Prosperity is not acquittal. Public 
admiration is not innocence. Religious activity is not exemption. The way of the wicked may 
be crowded, celebrated, and temporarily successful, but it is still marked for destruction 
because the Judge of all the earth shall do right. 



This is why divine judgment should not merely terrify the lost. It should sober the saved. It 
should keep the believer from envying the wicked, imitating the wicked, softening toward 
the wicked, or thinking God has lost track of the score. He has not. He keeps books. He 
marks steps. He hears words. He weighs hearts. He sees systems, nations, pulpits, rulers, 
families, and individuals exactly as they are. When He judges, He does not miss by an inch 
because there is no guesswork in omniscience. 

So let the final warning in this essay stand like a bell in the night. If you are saved, fear God 
and keep close to His word. If you are playing games with sin, stop treating delay like 
permission. If you are resting in false religion, remember that ceremony cannot bribe the 
Judge. If you are watching wicked men rise and wondering whether heaven notices, 
remember that the record is still being kept. “The way of the ungodly shall perish” (Psalm 
1:6). It shall. Not might. Not maybe. Shall. Judgment never misses its mark because God 
never loses sight of the target. 

 

 

10 of 10: The Way of the Wicked - The End Thereof Are the Ways of Death 

Introduction 

We come now to the end of the road. That is where the whole series has been heading from 
the start. We began with the heart because that is where the way of the wicked begins. We 
watched it grow in thought, in pride, in self-deception, in public corruption, in seductive 
influence, in false religion, in blind leadership, and in the false prosperity that makes fools 
think the road must be safe because it is crowded and well paved. But now all the excuses 
run out. Now all the masks come off. Now all the noise dies down, and the traveler is left 
alone with the destination of the road he chose. “There is a way which seemeth right unto a 
man, but the end thereof are the ways of death” (Proverbs 14:12). That is not just a proverb. 
That is a funeral bell. That is the tolling of divine reality over every path that rejects the Lord. 

The world spends all of its time dressing up roads. It paints them, renames them, markets 
them, and lights them with neon. It calls them freedom, authenticity, self-expression, 
progress, knowledge, tradition, spirituality, success, pleasure, healing, fulfillment, 
liberation, justice, and maturity. But God does not judge a road by the billboard at the 
entrance. He judges it by the cemetery at the end. Men look at the beginning and say, “This 
seems right.” God looks at the end and says, “These are the ways of death.” That is one of 
the great tragedies of sin. It is often attractive at the front, flattering in the middle, and fatal 
at the end. A man can walk a long time in the wrong direction and still feel confident, but 



confidence does not change geography. If the road is wrong, every step forward only takes 
him farther from safety. 

That is why this closing essay must bring the whole matter to its final destination. The way 
of the wicked is not merely inconvenient. It is not merely unfortunate. It is not merely 
morally disappointing. It is deadly. It destroys peace. It destroys truth. It destroys families. It 
destroys clarity. It destroys conscience. It destroys nations. It destroys souls. It is a road of 
death in every sense that matters. And yet, in the mercy of God, the Bible never leaves a 
man with warning alone. There is another way. There is the Lord’s way, the right way, the 
way everlasting. So this final essay must do both things at once. It must drag the rotten end 
of the wicked road into the open, and then it must point plainly to the only safe path God 
has provided. 

1. Every Road Has an End, Whether Men Think About It or Not 

One of the great lies of human pride is that a man can live as though endings do not matter. 
That is how sinners operate. They think in impulses, appetites, moods, trends, reactions, 
opportunities, and short-term gains. They do not like to think in endings. The adulterer 
thinks about the thrill, not the ruin. The drunk thinks about the escape, not the wreckage. 
The false teacher thinks about the platform, not the accounting. The proud ruler thinks 
about the throne, not the fall. But God’s Book keeps dragging the end of the matter into 
view. “Better is the end of a thing than the beginning thereof” (Ecclesiastes 7:8). The Bible is 
an ending-conscious Book because God is not fooled by temporary appearances. 

That is why Proverbs 14:12 and Proverbs 16:25 strike so hard. “There is a way which 
seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.” The verse does not 
say the beginning thereof seems deadly. It says it seemeth right. The deception lies in the 
first impression. The truth lies in the destination. Men are forever misjudging roads because 
they mistake emotional resonance for moral safety. If it feels right, sounds right, pleases 
the flesh, fits the culture, flatters the ego, or carries enough social approval, they assume 
the road must be good. God says, “Wait until the end.” 

This is why wisdom always asks a forbidden question in a foolish age. Where does this road 
go. Not how exciting is it. Not how many people are on it. Not how persuasive are the 
travelers. Not how beautifully decorated is the entrance. Where does it lead. That question 
cuts straight through the world’s fog machine. A road may begin in pleasure and end in 
chains. It may begin in applause and end in shame. It may begin in wealth and end in 
emptiness. It may begin in religion and end in hell. A road is not judged by its opening 
mood. It is judged by its final address. 

2. The Way of the Wicked Ends in the Death of Peace 



One of the first things the wicked road kills is peace. Not outward busyness. Not emotional 
noise. Not temporary excitement. Peace. “The wicked are like the troubled sea, when it 
cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt. There is no peace, saith my God, to the 
wicked” (Isaiah 57:20-21). There is the divine verdict. No peace. The wicked may laugh, 
boast, party, gamble, indulge, preach, market, and entertain themselves to death, but 
underneath the noise there is no peace because they are out of alignment with the God of 
peace. 

That lack of peace is often hidden at first. A sinner can medicate it with pleasure, distract it 
with activity, smother it with noise, and numb it with pride. But he cannot erase it. It shows 
up in restlessness, irritability, suspicion, anger, sleeplessness, mood swings, compulsive 
appetite, and a constant need for the next thing to keep the inner tremor from becoming 
unbearable. Why? Because sin puts a man out of order with the God who made him. He 
was not built to function in rebellion. His soul was not designed to flourish in darkness. So 
the more he resists God, the more inwardly dislocated he becomes. 

That is why the wicked often destroy the peace of others as well. They have none 
themselves, so they spread turmoil. Their homes become battlegrounds. Their friendships 
become unstable. Their churches become political. Their nations become agitated. Their 
words are sharp, their motives are mixed, and their whole atmosphere is one of tension 
because inward rebellion never produces settled peace. It produces friction. The way of the 
wicked is fatal because even before the grave opens, it has already buried peace. 

3. The Way of the Wicked Ends in the Death of Conscience 

Another thing the wicked road kills is conscience. It does not do it all at once. It deadens it 
by degrees. The first compromise stings. The second stings less. The third starts feeling 
manageable. Then at last a man can practice things that once would have horrified him and 
do so with very little inward protest. Paul describes men “having their conscience seared 
with a hot iron” (1 Timothy 4:2). That is one of the most frightening judgments a man can 
carry in this life. He is no longer merely sinning against light. He is losing the inner 
instrument that once warned him when the cliff was near. 

This is one reason the way of the wicked is so deceptive. A man often interprets the 
lessening of guilt as proof that he is “getting free” of old restraints. In reality he is not getting 
freer. He is getting duller. It is not liberty. It is nerve death. A burned hand feels less after the 
flesh is destroyed. That does not mean the fire is now safe. It means the damage has 
progressed. In the same way, the sinner who no longer feels the old discomfort has not 
matured beyond morality. He has simply scorched his own conscience. The warning 
system is dying. 



This is why wickedness becomes more dangerous over time. The man on that road is not 
only moving toward judgment. He is losing his ability to hear the alarms that would turn him 
around. The liar lies more easily. The hypocrite plays the part more smoothly. The adulterer 
rationalizes more comfortably. The false preacher twists text with a straighter face. The 
rebel speaks of holiness with a cold heart and no blush left at all. That is not strength. That 
is death creeping inward. The conscience is being buried before the body ever reaches the 
cemetery. 

4. The Way of the Wicked Ends in the Death of Home and Human Ties 

Sin is never content to kill only the sinner’s private inner life. It spills outward. It tears into 
homes, marriages, children, churches, friendships, and all the human ties God designed 
for blessing. “Can a man take fire in his bosom, and his clothes not be burned?” (Proverbs 
6:27). The answer is obvious. No. And yet wicked men keep trying to convince themselves 
that they can nurse private corruption without public fallout. They imagine they can keep 
lust in one room, greed in one account, bitterness in one thought chamber, falsehood in 
one strategy, and it will somehow stay there. It never does. 

The Book of Proverbs is full of this warning because the Holy Ghost knows how sin works. 
The strange woman does not only kill chastity. She destroys honor, substance, and years 
(Proverbs 5:9-10). The fool does not only wreck his own reputation. He becomes a grief to 
his parents (Proverbs 17:25). The violent man does not only ruin himself. He draws others 
into his snare (Proverbs 16:29). The wicked father leaves scars on children. The wicked 
mother distorts the whole tone of the house. The wicked leader poisons the flock. The 
wicked companion spreads corrosion through every relationship he touches. 

This is part of the ways of death. Homes die long before funerals occur. Trust dies. 
Tenderness dies. Honesty dies. Respect dies. Stability dies. Innocence dies. Spiritual 
warmth dies. The children feel it. The spouse feels it. The church feels it. The whole 
relational ecology begins to rot because wickedness is never neatly contained. It is acid. It 
eats through whatever holds it. That is why the sinner’s claim that “this only affects me” is 
one of the dumbest lies he ever tells himself. Death spreads. That is what death does. 

5. The Way of the Wicked Ends in the Death of Truth and National Stability 

The wicked road is not only personally fatal. It can become socially fatal. When wickedness 
spreads far enough, it starts killing truth in the public square and stability in the life of a 
people. Isaiah said, “Truth is fallen in the street, and equity cannot enter” (Isaiah 59:14). 
That is not poetic exaggeration. That is a diagnosis of civilizational decay. A people can 
become so accustomed to lies, injustice, bribery, perversion, corruption, and hypocrisy 



that truth becomes the foreigner in the land. Once that happens, collapse is only a matter 
of timing. 

This is exactly what we see in Scripture. The generation before the Flood built a world where 
“all flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth” (Genesis 6:12). Sodom normalized public 
abomination. Egypt hardened itself under repeated warnings. Israel turned from the Lord 
until the nation was gutted from within and then struck from without. In every case 
wickedness did not merely exist in private. It built structures. It altered public imagination. 
It made lies respectable and holiness strange. Then the nation started dying in place before 
judgment even arrived in full. 

That is one of the reasons the final essay must widen the lens beyond individual behavior. 
The way of the wicked, if multiplied, becomes a death march for a culture. When truth dies, 
justice soon follows. When justice dies, trust soon follows. When trust dies, order soon 
follows. Then fear, violence, confusion, fragmentation, and judgment fill the vacuum. A 
nation may still have money, technology, slogans, and entertainment while this is 
happening, but its spine is already cracking. The way of the wicked does not just kill people. 
It kills the moral conditions under which people can live well together. 

6. The Way of the Wicked Ends in the Grave and Beyond 

Eventually the sinner meets the thing he has spent his whole life trying to avoid thinking 
about. Death. Physical death is the great interruption of all man’s boasting. “It is appointed 
unto men once to die, but after this the judgment” (Hebrews 9:27). There is no maybe in 
that verse. No loophole. No rhetorical softness. The road ends at the grave, and the grave is 
not the end. It is the doorway to the accounting. The man who strutted, argued, mocked, 
built, seduced, manipulated, lied, lusted, played religion, and brushed off warnings now 
stands where every human confidence is stripped to the bone. 

Scripture is mercilessly plain on this. “The wicked is driven away in his wickedness: but the 
righteous hath hope in his death” (Proverbs 14:32). What a line. Driven away in his 
wickedness. He does not die neutral. He does not die unclassified. He dies still in the thing 
he refused to forsake. And once he crosses over, the place of self-justification is gone. The 
talking stops. The spin stops. The branding stops. The applause stops. The deflection 
stops. The sinner meets the Judge with the life he actually lived, not the story he told about 
it. 

And beyond the grave lies the final horror for the lost. “And death and hell were cast into the 
lake of fire. This is the second death” (Revelation 20:14). If men do not like the language, 
they can complain about it to the Author, but the Author is not asking their permission. The 
end thereof are the ways of death, plural. There is death in conscience, death in peace, 



death in home, death in truth, death in the body, and then the second death beyond. The 
wicked road is not merely unfortunate. It is eternally fatal unless a man turns from it and 
comes to Christ. 

7. The Only Safe Answer Is the Lord’s Way, the Right Way, the Way Everlasting 

Thank God the Bible does not leave a man staring only at the wreckage. It shows him the 
right road. David prayed, “Teach me thy way, O LORD” (Psalm 27:11). Again, “Lead me in 
the way everlasting” (Psalm 139:24). Isaiah said, “This is the way, walk ye in it” (Isaiah 
30:21). And the Lord Jesus Christ settled the whole matter when He said, “I am the way, the 
truth, and the life” (John 14:6). There is the contrast. The way of the wicked ends in death. 
The Lord’s way is life. Not just improved behavior. Life. Real life. Eternal life. Cleansed life. 
Directed life. Restored life. 

This is where the whole series must land. The answer to the wicked way is not mere moral 
reform. It is not just trying harder to stay out of trouble. It is not polishing the exterior while 
the heart remains crooked. The answer is a Person. The answer is the Lord Jesus Christ, 
crucified for sinners, buried, and risen again. He does not merely warn about the wrong 
road. He is Himself the right road. A man does not escape the ways of death by taking 
religious detours. He escapes by turning to Christ in repentance and faith and walking 
under the authority of His truth. 

And for the saved man, the lesson is just as sharp. Stay on the right road. Do not flirt with 
the edges of the wicked path. Do not envy it, rename it, excuse it, or study it like a tourist. 
Walk in the light. Walk in the word. Walk in the fear of God. Keep short accounts with the 
Lord. Let Him search you and lead you in the way everlasting. Because every man is on a 
road already, and the road you are on is carrying you somewhere whether you think about it 
or not. 

Conclusion 

So here at the end of the series, the whole matter stands before us in terrible simplicity. The 
way of the wicked is a road, and roads go somewhere. You can rename the road, decorate 
the road, crowd the road, market the road, defend the road, preach on the road, legislate 
the road, and make money from the road, but none of that changes where it ends. “There is 
a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death” 
(Proverbs 16:25). That one verse gathers the whole study into a final sentence. The thing 
may seem right. It may feel right. It may look successful. It may be widely admired. It may 
even be religious. But if God has condemned it, then its end is death whether men smile on 
it or not. 



That is the warning. But it is also the mercy. God has told men in advance where the road 
goes. He has not hidden the destination. He has not buried the warning in fine print. He has 
spoken plainly. The way of the wicked destroys peace, conscience, homes, truth, nations, 
and finally the soul. No amount of human confidence can change the destination of a path 
God has already condemned. A man may laugh all the way down it, but he still reaches the 
end. He may walk it with millions, but the crowd does not make it safe. He may walk it with 
a Bible in his hand and religion on his lips, but hypocrisy does not change the map. 

And that leaves every reader with a final question. What road are you on. Not what road do 
you admire. Not what road do you discuss. What road are you actually walking. If you are 
outside Christ, then no matter how respectable your appearance, you are still on the wrong 
road. Turn now. Flee to Jesus Christ. Get on the right way while mercy still calls. And if you 
are saved, then bless God for the way everlasting and stay close to it. Because when all the 
noise of this world is over, there will only be two final testimonies. One road ended in death. 
The other ended in life. 

 

 

Series Conclusion  

This series has taken the scenic route through a graveyard. From the first essay to the last, 
the Holy Ghost kept dragging one terrible truth into the light: wickedness is not a mood, not 
a phase, not a personality type, not a cultural expression, and not a harmless private 
preference. It is a way. It is a road. It has a direction, a character, a progression, and an end. 
We started where God starts, in the heart, because that is where the road first bends away 
from truth. Before a man ever ruins a home, corrupts a church, deceives a nation, or 
hardens himself in false religion, something inward has already turned. Pride has 
whispered. self-will has stiffened. darkness has been preferred. truth has been resisted. 
From there the way of the wicked widens into public patterns. It spreads through bad 
company, blind leadership, false religion, temporary prosperity, and generational 
corruption until whole cultures start calling evil good and good evil. But through every 
chapter one fact remained immovable. God never once lost sight of where that road was 
going. Men may rename it, market it, polish it, theologize it, romanticize it, and protect it 
with institutions, but the verdict never changed. “The way of the ungodly shall perish” 
(Psalm 1:6). 

That is what makes this subject so sobering. The way of the wicked often does not look 
wicked at the front end. It can look intelligent, successful, pleasurable, spiritual, balanced, 
compassionate, or even deeply religious. It can wear a smile. It can carry a Bible. It can sit 



in a seminary, stand behind a pulpit, hold office in a nation, or run a household. It can 
gather applause. It can make money. It can create platforms and movements and traditions 
that outlive the men who started them. But none of that changes the destination. This 
series has shown again and again that sin carries death in its bones. It kills peace first, then 
conscience, then truth, then homes, then churches, then nations, and finally the soul that 
will not turn. The sinner may think he is progressing when he is only drifting farther from the 
light. He may think he is getting away with it when the record in heaven is only getting 
longer. He may think judgment is delayed because God does not see. But God has seen the 
whole road from the beginning. The Flood proved it. Sodom proved it. Egypt proved it. Israel 
proved it. The kings proved it. The prophets proved it. Calvary itself proved it, because if sin 
were a small thing, the Son of God would not have had to die to put it away. 

And that is where this series must leave the reader, not staring merely at human behavior, 
but staring straight into eternity. Every man is on a road already. Not someday. Now. Every 
thought, every affection, every loyalty, every compromise, every act of faith, every act of 
rebellion, every response to truth is placing his feet more firmly on one path or the other. 
There is the broad road of self, sin, pride, false religion, and death. Then there is the Lord’s 
way, the narrow way, the right way, the way everlasting. Jesus Christ did not say He would 
merely show the way. He said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life” (John 14:6). So the final 
lesson of this whole series is as plain as a bell in a still night. The way of the wicked always 
ends in death, but the way of the Lord ends in life. Therefore flee the crooked path, hate the 
false light, reject the broad road no matter how crowded it is, and cleave to Jesus Christ 
with all your heart. When the noise of this world is over and the last excuse dies on the 
tongue, there will only be two testimonies left standing. One road ended in judgment. The 
other ended in the smile of God. 

 



 


