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Introduction to the Series: The Hidden Rulers of This World 

There are subjects in the Bible that sit right on the surface, plain enough for a child to see, 
and then there are subjects that run like deep roots beneath the whole structure of 
Scripture, connecting passages, kingdoms, rulers, wars, and ages in a way most people 
never stop long enough to trace. The hidden rulers of this world is one of those subjects. 
Most people read the Bible looking only at the visible layer of things. They see kings, 
princes, empires, judges, armies, and nations. They see Pharaoh, Nebuchadnezzar, Cyrus, 
Pilate, Herod, Caesar, and the chief priests. They see politics, persecution, captivity, power 
struggles, and open rebellion. But the longer a man stays in the Book, the more he begins 
to notice that Scripture will not let him stop there. Again and again, the Word of God hints 
that the visible world is not the whole world, that earthly thrones are not the only thrones, 
and that the rise and fall of rulers on earth are often tied to forces working behind the 
curtain. This series was built to follow that trail carefully, scripturally, and in order. 

The purpose of this study was not to turn the Bible into fantasy, superstition, or 
sensationalism. It was not to encourage wild speculation or make careless claims every 
time something happens in history. The goal was to let Scripture speak for itself and show 
that the world is governed on more than one level. We began where the Bible begins, with 
princes in their earliest and most visible form, as tribal heads, rulers among families, and 
men of delegated authority among nations. From there we watched how rulership decays 
when it is separated from the fear of God, and how princes who should have defended 
justice become corrupt, oppressive, and predatory. That moral decay then opened the door 
to a deeper question: why does the corruption of rulers become so consistent, so 
patterned, and so spiritually charged across history. From that point the study moved from 
visible rule to the hidden dimension behind it, showing that behind thrones there are often 
deeper influences, deeper powers, and, in some cases, deeper rulers. 

As the series unfolded, we followed one of the great progressions in all of Scripture. We 
moved from earthly princes in Genesis, Numbers, and the historical books, to corrupt 
princes in the prophets, to the unveiled conflict of Daniel where the prince of Persia, the 
prince of Grecia, and Michael revealed that nations are not merely political units but 
theaters of spiritual warfare. From there we entered the New Testament revelation, where 
Satan is called the prince of this world and the prince of the power of the air, and where 
Paul gathers the full language of principalities, powers, rulers of the darkness of this world, 
and spiritual wickedness in high places. In other words, the study did not jump around 
randomly. It followed the Bible’s own unfolding pattern. Scripture first showed us rulership 
in visible form, then corruption in visible form, then the hidden counterparts in the unseen 
realm, and finally the larger spiritual hierarchy at work behind the present age. 



But this series was never meant to leave the reader staring into darkness. One of the 
central goals was to show not only that hidden rulers are real, but that they are limited, 
judged, and ultimately beneath the sovereign hand of God. That is why the series did not 
stop with the prince of Persia, the prince of this world, or the rulers of darkness. It also gave 
proper place to Michael and the princes of God, showing that the unseen world is not a 
demonic monopoly and not an ungoverned chaos. God has His order, His faithful princes, 
His angelic hosts, and His absolute rule over the entire structure of things seen and 
unseen. That became especially important as we moved into the climactic heart of the 
study, where the cross of Jesus Christ stood forth as the great turning point in all history. 
There the hidden rulers of this world thought they were winning. There the earthly rulers 
and spiritual rulers moved together against the Lord of glory. Yet according to 1 Corinthians 
2:7-8, none of the princes of this world knew the hidden wisdom of God, because had they 
known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. At Calvary the rulers of darkness 
played straight into the wisdom that defeated them. 

From there the study rose higher still, because the final goal was never merely to expose 
hidden rulers, but to exalt Jesus Christ above them all. After tracing princes, principalities, 
powers, and satanic government, the reader had to be brought to the One who stands over 
every ruler in heaven and earth. So the series lifted its eyes to Christ as the Prince of Peace, 
the Prince of life, the prince of the kings of the earth, and the Prince of princes. He was 
shown not as one ruler among many, but as the rightful sovereign over every throne, every 
dominion, every hidden ruler, every age, and every kingdom. What the princes of this world 
could not understand, He ordained. What they tried to stop, He fulfilled. What they tried to 
bury, He raised in glory. And from there the study moved to its final prophetic conclusion, 
showing that the hidden rulers of this world are active now, but not permanent. Satan will 
be cast down. Principalities will lose all remaining place. Rebellious rulers will be judged. 
The kingdoms of this world will become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ. What is 
hidden now will one day be openly judged, and Jesus Christ will reign where hidden 
wickedness once operated in darkness. 

So this series was really about three great things at once. It was about seeing the world as 
the Bible sees it, not as modern man imagines it. It was about tracing the Bible’s doctrine of 
rulership from the visible to the invisible, from earthly princes to spiritual powers. And 
above all, it was about showing that no hidden ruler, however real or active, is ultimate. The 
whole study was designed to warn the reader not to trust this present world-order, because 
it is under dark influence and moving toward judgment, but also to comfort the believer 
with the certainty that none of this lies outside the knowledge, authority, or timetable of 
God. In other words, this was not a study meant to leave anyone fascinated with darkness. 
It was meant to leave the reader sober about the age, alert to the unseen war, grounded in 



Scripture, and fully persuaded that behind the world men see stands a throne they do not 
control, and above every hidden ruler stands Jesus Christ, who will soon put every enemy 
under His feet. 

 

 

1 of 12: Hidden Rulers of the World - What Are the Hidden Rulers of This World? 

Introduction 

Most people live as if the only world that exists is the one they can touch, count, vote for, 
and complain about. To them history is just presidents, kings, prime ministers, dictators, 
senates, parliaments, armies, banks, media machines, and the latest crisis rolling across 
the television screen like a storm front. They think the chaos of the nations can be 
explained by bad education, bad economics, bad diplomacy, bad psychology, and bad 
personalities. In other words, they think man is the whole story. But a Bible believer who 
has spent five minutes actually reading the Book knows better than that. The Bible does not 
treat this world as a self-contained machine running on visible causes alone. The Bible 
opens the back of the watch and lets you see the gears behind the face. It tells you there 
are powers moving behind the governments of men, influences pressing beyond what 
newsmen can report, and rulers in the unseen realm that have their hands in the darkness 
of this present world. Paul did not say we wrestle against budget deficits, political parties, 
or diplomatic tensions. He said, “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against 
spiritual wickedness in high places” (Ephesians 6:12). That verse alone is enough to wreck 
half the shallow commentary sold in Christian bookstores. 

The issue is not whether human history is real. Of course it is real. The issue is whether 
human history is the whole story. Scripture says it is not. The kings of the earth are real 
kings. Their decrees are real decrees. Their prisons are real prisons. Their armies are real 
armies. Their laws can ruin lives, their taxes can impoverish families, their corruptions can 
rot nations from the inside out, and their wars can leave the ground covered in the bones of 
the dead. But the Bible insists that behind the visible apparatus of earthly rule there is 
another layer of operation altogether. Daniel was shown that the “prince of the kingdom of 
Persia” withstood an angelic messenger for twenty-one days, and that “Michael, one of the 
chief princes,” came to help (Daniel 10:13). Later the messenger said, “now will I return to 
fight with the prince of Persia: and when I am gone forth, lo, the prince of Grecia shall 
come” (Daniel 10:20). That was not a committee meeting in the Persian parliament. That 
was not a debate between diplomats. That was God showing His prophet that nations are 



not merely political facts on a map. They are theaters in a spiritual conflict. You miss that, 
and you will read history like a blind man feeling around the outside of a cathedral, never 
knowing what is inside. 

So this opening study must lay the foundation for everything that follows. Before tracing 
princes, principalities, powers, and the prince of this world through the rest of the series, 
we have to settle the basic question: what are the hidden rulers of this world? Are we 
talking about myth, metaphor, superstition, conspiracy, or Bible doctrine? The answer is 
Bible doctrine. This is not the stuff of fevered imaginations; it is the plain testimony of 
Scripture. The Lord Jesus Christ said, “Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the 
prince of this world be cast out” (John 12:31). He said again, “for the prince of this world 
cometh, and hath nothing in me” (John 14:30), and again, “the prince of this world is 
judged” (John 16:11). That means there is a ruler over the present world system in its 
rebellion against God. Paul calls him “the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now 
worketh in the children of disobedience” (Ephesians 2:2). If that is not enough to prove that 
this world is governed on more than one level, then the problem is not the lack of evidence. 
The problem is somebody has been staring at the stage and never once looking behind the 
curtain. 

1. The World Men See Is Not the Whole World 

The first thing that has to be hammered into place is that the visible world is not the whole 
world. Men live by sight, and when they live by sight they become suckers for appearances. 
They think if they can identify the politician, the tyrant, the activist, the banker, the general, 
or the bureaucrat, they have identified the source of the problem. The Bible never denies 
the role of those men, but it refuses to stop with them. Scripture is always pressing the 
reader to look deeper. “The secret things belong unto the LORD our God: but those things 
which are revealed belong unto us” (Deuteronomy 29:29). The revealed things include the 
existence of an unseen realm populated by angels, devils, principalities, powers, and rulers 
of darkness. The man who denies that because he cannot touch it is not being scientific. 
He is being stupid. A man who only believes what he can hold in his hand would have to 
deny his own mind, his own conscience, and half the forces that shape his daily life. 

When the Bible speaks of heavenlies, thrones, dominions, principalities, and powers, it is 
not writing fantasy literature. Paul says that by Christ “were all things created, that are in 
heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, 
or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him” (Colossians 1:16). 
That verse splits the whole universe into two realms at once: visible and invisible. Modern 
man will grant the visible and scoff at the invisible because he is proud of his own 
ignorance. But God says both were created by Jesus Christ, both exist, and both must be 



accounted for if you want to understand reality. The invisible world is not less real because 
you cannot photograph it. It is more real in many ways because it stands behind what 
appears in the visible realm. 

That is why the Christian who reads the Bible seriously can never be content with surface 
explanations for the condition of the world. He knows the battle is not exhausted by flesh 
and blood. He knows there is more going on than legislation and diplomacy. He knows the 
world does not merely drift into darkness by accident. There is intelligence behind the 
rebellion. There is spiritual agency behind the corruption. There is a kingdom of darkness 
with a prince, with powers, with rulers, with design, and with hatred toward the testimony 
of Jesus Christ. A saint who sees that is not supposed to become hysterical. He is 
supposed to become sober. The Bible is not trying to frighten you into superstition. It is 
trying to wake you up to the actual battlefield you are standing on. 

2. Earthly Rulers Are Real, But They Are Not Ultimate 

The second thing that needs to be settled is that earthly rulers are real authorities, but they 
are not ultimate authorities. The Bible is full of kings, princes, governors, captains, and 
rulers. Pharaoh is real. Nebuchadnezzar is real. Caesar is real. Pilate is real. Herod is real. 
The princes of Israel are real. The princes of Judah are real. The princes of Tyre and Babylon 
are real. God deals with them as actual historical men with real moral accountability. That 
means the Christian is not allowed to dissolve everything into vague spiritual language as if 
nothing material matters. Governments matter. Laws matter. Thrones matter. Princes 
matter. When rulers turn wicked, people bleed. When rulers hate truth, nations decay. 
When rulers abandon justice, the weak get devoured. That is not imagination. That is 
history. 

But those rulers are never presented in Scripture as self-existing centers of absolute power. 
Proverbs 21:1 says, “The king’s heart is in the hand of the LORD, as the rivers of water: he 
turneth it whithersoever he will.” That means even when a ruler thinks he is acting 
autonomously, God still remains over him. Nebuchadnezzar learned that lesson the hard 
way when Daniel told him, “the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to 
whomsoever he will” (Daniel 4:25). That statement alone destroys both humanism and 
fatalism at the same time. Humanism says man is in charge. Fatalism says blind forces are 
in charge. The Bible says God is in charge, but beneath Him there are layers of delegated 
authority and rebellious authority working within His sovereign limits. So while earthly 
rulers are real and dangerous, they are never the top of the pyramid. 

That truth prepares the reader to see how visible governments can be both genuinely 
human and yet influenced by invisible wickedness. A king can make real decisions and still 



be part of a larger spiritual current moving against God. A nation can have real politics and 
still be under dark influence. The fact that rulers are accountable as men does not cancel 
the fact that hidden powers may move behind them. The Bible is large enough to hold both 
truths together. That is why a believer should never speak as if the world’s condition is only 
a political problem. Politics is one layer of it. Morality is one layer of it. Human sin is one 
layer of it. But there is another rulership in operation that cannot be explained by votes, 
speeches, and treaties. 

3. The Bible Gradually Pulls Back the Curtain 

One of the most remarkable things about Scripture is that it does not dump every doctrinal 
detail on the reader in Genesis and leave the rest of the Book flat. God reveals truth 
progressively. He lays foundations, then builds upward. At first the word “prince” is used in 
ordinary human settings. Abraham is called “a mighty prince” among the sons of Heth 
(Genesis 23:6). Tribal heads and rulers are called princes throughout the Pentateuch. In 
those passages the word often refers to rank, authority, and visible leadership. Nothing 
spooky is forced into the text. God teaches the reader first in the realm of what he can see: 
rulers, tribes, structures, offices, government. That is important because when later 
revelation expands the idea, the earlier usage gives you the base from which to understand 
it. 

Then as you move deeper into the prophets, the tone sharpens. Princes begin appearing 
not only as rulers but as corrupt rulers. Isaiah says, “Thy princes are rebellious, and 
companions of thieves” (Isaiah 1:23). Ezekiel says, “Her princes in the midst thereof are like 
wolves ravening the prey, to shed blood, and to destroy souls, to get dishonest gain” 
(Ezekiel 22:27). There is a pattern there. The office of rulership is not neutral in a fallen 
world. It becomes one of the primary places where rebellion against God manifests itself in 
concentrated form. The throne magnifies what is already in the heart. Put a covetous man 
in office and his covetousness becomes policy. Put a violent man in office and his violence 
becomes national tragedy. Put a God-hating fool in office and his folly spreads through a 
whole people. 

Then Daniel comes along and God lifts the lid clean off the thing. Now the “prince of the 
kingdom of Persia” is no longer just a political official in a court somewhere. Now we are in 
the heavenlies where an angelic messenger is delayed by a prince, and Michael the 
archangelic prince stands in opposition to him (Daniel 10:13, 20-21). That is revelation by 
stages. First the visible ruler, then the corrupt ruler, then the unseen ruler behind the 
nation. By the time you reach the New Testament, Jesus speaks of “the prince of this 
world,” and Paul speaks of “the prince of the power of the air” and of “principalities” and 



“powers.” The curtain has been pulled back all the way. The Bible is showing you that what 
began as visible rule has a hidden counterpart in the spiritual realm. 

4. Satan Governs a World System in Rebellion Against God 

If the hidden rulers of this world are to be understood at all, the Christian must grasp the 
central fact that Satan is called a prince in relation to this present world order. The Lord 
Jesus Christ said, “Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be 
cast out” (John 12:31). He did not say the prince of hell in that passage, though Satan 
certainly has a relation to the pit. He said the prince of this world. That means the present 
organized system of life in rebellion against God has a ruler over it. Again, in John 14:30 the 
Lord said, “for the prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me.” There was no point 
of contact between the sinless Son of God and the ruler of this rebel order. Then in John 
16:11 He says, “the prince of this world is judged.” So the ruler is active, but his sentence is 
already fixed. 

Now do not get twisted up here. Satan is not the rightful owner of the universe. He is not 
equal with God, not even close. He is a creature, a fallen cherub, a rebel on borrowed time. 
But he does exercise real power within the course of this present evil world. That helps 
explain why the nations behave the way they do. It helps explain why culture moves against 
God with such unity across different languages and lands. It helps explain why false 
religion, political oppression, moral inversion, war, propaganda, and spiritual blindness can 
erupt in different places and yet seem to sing from the same hymnbook. The same prince is 
working through the same rebel system. The world is not merely broken. It is governed in its 
rebellion. 

That should also explain why Bible-believing Christians never fit comfortably into the spirit 
of the age. “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world” (1 John 2:15). Why 
not? Because this present world-system in its defiance of God is not neutral ground. James 
says, “the friendship of the world is enmity with God” (James 4:4). That is strong language 
because the issue is strong. The present course of civilization, apart from Christ, is not 
marching toward enlightenment. It is moving under a prince toward judgment. That does 
not mean every road, tool, school, or structure is demonic in itself. It means the animating 
spirit of this world-order is anti-God, anti-truth, anti-Christ, and anti-Book. You cannot 
understand the hidden rulers of this world without understanding the prince at the top of 
the present dark system. 

5. The Prince of the Power of the Air Works Through Disobedience 

Paul sharpens the point in Ephesians 2:2 by saying that before salvation believers “walked 
according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the 



spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience.” That verse is a thunderbolt. It tells 
you there is a course to this world. That means history is not just random splashing around 
in a moral puddle. There is a current to it. There is a direction to it. There is an atmosphere 
to it. And over that course stands “the prince of the power of the air.” The “air” in that verse 
is not merely oxygen and weather patterns. It is the unseen sphere of present influence, the 
invisible environment in which spiritual activity moves. Satan is not only a prince in relation 
to the world system as a whole; he is also described as operating in the present unseen 
sphere that affects human conduct. 

Now notice how Paul ties that rulership directly to human rebellion. He calls Satan “the 
spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience” (Ephesians 2:2). That means lost 
humanity is not merely making isolated mistakes. It is energized in its rebellion by a prince. 
That does not erase human responsibility for sin. The sinner is still guilty. It does mean, 
however, that sin is not simply psychological malfunction or social conditioning. It is part of 
a larger kingdom of disobedience under spiritual rulership. That is why the world can call 
evil good and good evil with such straight-faced confidence. That is why mass movements 
can spring up and entire societies can plunge headlong into insanity while congratulating 
themselves for their progress. There is a spirit working in the children of disobedience. 

That verse also gives a believer tremendous insight into his own past. Before salvation he 
was not merely “finding himself,” “exploring identity,” or “making youthful errors.” He was 
walking according to a course, under a prince, in disobedience. That is Bible diagnosis. It is 
blunt because it is true. And the same verse that humbles the saint should sober him about 
the world around him. The hidden rulers of this world are not only operating in ancient 
empires or prophetic visions; they are operative now in the disobedient energy of the age 
itself. The media may not mention that prince. The universities may deny him. The 
politicians may serve him without naming him. But the Book has already told you who is at 
work. 

6. Principalities and Powers Form an Organized Kingdom of Darkness 

The hidden rulers of this world are not a loose collection of random evil spirits running in 
every direction like roaches when the light comes on. Paul’s language shows structure, 
rank, and organization. “Principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 
this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places” (Ephesians 6:12). Those are not four 
poetic ways of saying the same thing. They indicate a layered, ordered kingdom of evil. 
“Principalities” suggests chief rulerships or first-rank authorities. “Powers” suggests 
authorities exercising force or delegated influence. “Rulers of the darkness of this world” 
shows governance in relation to this present dark order. “Spiritual wickedness in high 



places” indicates evil operating in the heavenly or unseen realm. That is not chaos. That is 
kingdom language. That is an organized satanic government. 

You find the same kind of hierarchy hinted at elsewhere. Colossians 2:15 says Christ, 
“having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over 
them in it.” If they can be spoiled and triumphed over, they must be real hostile entities, not 
merely bad moods or human institutions. Colossians 1:16 speaks of visible and invisible 
creations including “thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers.” That means the 
language of rank and rulership is embedded into the very way Scripture describes the 
invisible realm. Some of those created orders remained faithful to God. Others, through 
rebellion, became part of the satanic kingdom. The Bible does not give every chart some 
folks would like, but it gives enough to show that the devil’s kingdom has structure. 

That helps explain why evil in history often looks coordinated rather than accidental. False 
religion props up tyranny. Tyranny suppresses truth. Corrupt culture celebrates moral 
inversion. Propaganda keeps the blind blind. The world system moves like a machine 
because there is machinery behind it. Again, that does not remove human guilt. Men 
choose wickedness because they love darkness rather than light. It does mean, however, 
that wickedness in the world is not merely a pile of isolated bad decisions. It is tied into a 
kingdom with rulers, powers, strategies, and aims. That is why Paul tells the saint to take 
“the whole armour of God” (Ephesians 6:11). You do not need armor to argue with a bad 
policy. You need armor to stand against an organized kingdom of darkness. 

7. The Bible’s View of History Is Bigger Than Human Explanation 

Once you accept the Bible’s teaching on hidden rulers, history opens up in a completely 
different way. The Bible does not let you explain the rise and fall of kingdoms by economics 
alone, or military genius alone, or geography alone, or sociology alone. Those things matter, 
but they do not exhaust the explanation. Daniel sees beasts rising, kingdoms shifting, 
princes contending, and heaven ruling over the whole affair. Revelation shows dragon, 
beast, false prophet, kings of the earth, and demonic spirits gathering the nations for 
conflict. Psalm 2 asks, “Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing?” 
(Psalm 2:1). It then shows “the kings of the earth” setting themselves “against the LORD, 
and against his anointed” (Psalm 2:2). The rage of nations is not merely political friction. It 
is part of a larger rebellion against God and His Christ. 

That means the chaos of the nations should not surprise a Bible believer the way it 
surprises the talking heads. The saved man is not indifferent to suffering, corruption, or 
war, but he is not bewildered by them either. He has been told what world he lives in. He 
knows there are hidden rulers at work behind visible systems. He knows the prince of this 



world is active. He knows principalities and powers oppose truth. He knows the children of 
disobedience are energized by a dark spirit. He knows the nations are not merely confused; 
they are often being moved along the course of this world toward satanic ends until God 
intervenes. That does not mean every event can be explained by a neat chart drawn in the 
margin of a Scofield Bible by some overeager amateur. It does mean the saint is not naive 
enough to think the world’s trouble is only administrative incompetence. 

At the same time, the Bible’s view of history keeps the believer from despair. Hidden rulers 
are not ultimate rulers. Principalities are not sovereign. The prince of this world is judged. 
Christ has already triumphed over principalities and powers in the cross (Colossians 2:15). 
The Lord is “the prince of the kings of the earth” (Revelation 1:5), and Daniel saw a day 
when the kingdoms of this world will be given under heaven to the people of the saints of 
the most High (Daniel 7:27). So the biblical doctrine of hidden rulers is not meant to 
produce paranoia. It is meant to produce realism, vigilance, and confidence in God. The 
saint sees more clearly because the Book tells him what lies behind the curtain, but he also 
stands more firmly because the same Book tells him who ultimately tears the curtain 
down. 

Conclusion 

So what are the hidden rulers of this world? They are the unseen powers, principalities, 
rulers, and spiritual forces described in Scripture as operating behind and through the 
darkness of this present world-order under the larger rulership of Satan, the prince of this 
world and the prince of the power of the air. They are not imaginary, not symbolic leftovers 
from an ancient superstitious age, and not optional doctrine for excitable Christians who 
want something spooky to talk about after church. They are part of the plain Bible 
revelation of how the present world system functions in rebellion against God. Human 
rulers are real, but they are not all there is. Governments are real, but they do not exist in a 
vacuum. History is real, but it is not self-explanatory. Behind what men see there are 
powers men do not see, and behind the visible confusion of the nations there is another 
rulership at work behind the curtain. 

That truth ought to straighten out a lot of foolish thinking in one stroke. It ought to rebuke 
the liberal who thinks all evil can be solved by better policy, better education, and better 
economics. It ought to rebuke the shallow evangelical who treats spiritual warfare like a 
slogan printed on a coffee mug. It ought to rebuke the sensationalist who sees a devil 
under every doorknob and yet never bothers to read the passages in context. And it ought 
to rebuke the carnal Christian who still imagines that friendship with the world is harmless. 
This world is not a playground with a few rough spots. It is a battleground under hostile 



spiritual influence. That does not mean the believer runs scared. It means he wakes up, 
puts on the armor, and quits pretending he is living in neutral territory. 

This first study is only the doorway. From here the trail is going to lead through earthly 
princes, corrupt rulers, spiritual princes behind nations, the prince of Persia, the prince of 
Grecia, the prince of this world, the prince of the power of the air, principalities and powers, 
the hidden wisdom that defeated them all at Calvary, and finally the Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Prince of princes, before whom every hidden ruler will eventually bow broken and exposed. 
But the first thing had to be settled at the door: this world is governed on more than one 
level. The visible is not the whole story. The chaos of nations is not merely human 
confusion. The Bible has already told you there is another rulership at work behind the 
curtain. The man who believes that Book is not in the dark about the darkness. He knows 
where it comes from, he knows who is behind it, and above all he knows who is going to 
end it. 

 

 

2 of 12: Hidden Rulers of the World - The First Princes in Scripture 

Introduction 

When a man first starts studying the word “prince” in the Bible, he is usually tempted to run 
straight to Daniel, Ephesians, and all the passages dealing with principalities, powers, and 
invisible rulers. That is understandable, because once a Bible believer gets a glimpse of the 
unseen war behind the nations, he wants to sprint right into the deep end and start naming 
the powers behind the curtain. But if you do that too quickly, you can get ahead of the Book. 
The Holy Ghost does not reveal truth in a sloppy heap. He lays foundations first. He starts 
with visible things before moving to invisible things. He teaches earthly government before 
opening up heavenly conflict. He gives you rulers you can see before He shows you rulers 
you cannot see. That means if you want to understand the hidden rulers of this world 
properly, you need to begin where the Bible begins. You need to trace the first princes in 
Scripture and let God show you how the word starts in plain earthly settings long before it 
rises into the larger revelation of spiritual rule. 

That matters because a prince in the earliest Bible passages is not first presented as a 
devil, a fallen angel, or some mysterious cosmic intelligence. He is a ruler, a leader, a chief 
man, a head among his people. He is a man with authority, rank, and public standing. He is 
connected to tribes, households, nations, inheritances, and visible structures of life on 
earth. The first uses of the word keep your feet on the ground. They remind you that 
authority is not an accidental feature of human civilization. It is built into the way God 



arranged things. Headship, dominion, order, and delegated rule do not begin with politics. 
They begin in the mind of God. Men did not invent structure. God established it. Men only 
corrupt it. So when the Bible keeps naming princes, heads of tribes, rulers of families, and 
leaders of peoples, it is doing more than recording old history. It is teaching the reader the 
visible grammar of rulership before opening the deeper spiritual vocabulary that comes 
later. 

And that is exactly why this study is so important in a series called Hidden Rulers of the 
World. Before we deal with hidden rulers, we must understand visible rulers. Before we 
speak of princes in the unseen realm, we need to understand princes on the ground. Before 
we move to spiritual counterparts, we need to see the earthly framework into which those 
later revelations fit. God does not start with the unseen in Genesis because man learns 
first through what he can see. The word “prince” begins in the realm of tribal heads, public 
men, and delegated authority among nations and peoples. But it does not stay there. The 
early passages are seeds. They are simple, visible, concrete, and earthly. Yet hidden in 
those early uses is the pattern of rule itself, and once that pattern is established, the Bible 
will later show that earthly rulership is not the ceiling. It is the floor. What begins with 
princes among men will eventually open into princes over nations, principalities in the 
unseen realm, and finally the Prince of princes Himself. But first things first. We begin 
where God begins. 

1. The First Prince in Scripture Is a Visible Man of Rank 

The first plain use of the word “prince” in Scripture appears when the sons of Heth speak to 
Abraham and say, “Hear us, my lord: thou art a mighty prince among us” (Genesis 23:6). 
That is the earliest foundation stone, and it is as practical and earthly as you can get. 
Abraham is not being called an angelic ruler or some invisible spiritual force. He is a great 
man among men. He is recognized publicly as a chief, a leader, one whose standing, 
dignity, and authority are plain to the people around him. The phrase “mighty prince” in that 
passage shows you that prince is first a word of visible honor and rank. It refers to a man 
who has weight, influence, and recognized greatness among a people. In other words, the 
first prince in Scripture is not mysterious. He is earthly. 

That alone teaches something important about Bible study. If a man starts reading later 
passages about princes and principalities and ignores the basic earthly meaning laid down 
in Genesis, he is liable to float off into nonsense. God begins with the visible. A prince is 
first a ruler among people. He is not first a demon. He is not first a heavenly being. He is a 
public head, a man of standing. Abraham is a prince among the sons of Heth because even 
pagan men can see that God has made him weighty. He carries an authority they recognize, 



though they do not stand where he stands spiritually. That means the word prince begins as 
a word tied to visible status and delegated prominence. 

It is also significant that Abraham is called a prince in connection with burial, land, and 
public dealings. The setting is social order, property, and legal recognition. That shows that 
from the very start the Bible ties the idea of prince to real life on earth. This is not abstract 
theory. It is the world of inheritance, negotiation, and public respect. So the first thing the 
Holy Ghost wants you to know about princes is simple: a prince is a man of recognized 
authority among a people. That is the visible foundation, and if you do not keep that in 
mind, you will miss the brilliance of how the Bible later expands the term without ever 
abandoning its original earthly core. 

2. Prince Is Early Connected to Power with God and with Men 

Soon after that first appearance, the word takes on even richer force when Jacob’s name is 
changed to Israel. The Lord says, “Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for as 
a prince hast thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed” (Genesis 32:28). Now 
that is a remarkable passage because it keeps the term connected to authority and rank, 
but it also stretches the concept beyond mere public office. Israel is not just politically 
elevated. He is described “as a prince” in relation to both God and men. That does not 
make him an angelic being, but it certainly shows that rulership in Scripture is never merely 
political. There is a spiritual dimension tied to it even in the earliest books. The visible and 
invisible are already brushing against each other. 

Notice carefully what the text does and does not say. It does not yet define “prince” as an 
unseen ruler over nations. It does not yet unveil a principality in the heavenly places. But it 
does connect princely language to power with God and with men. That should make the 
reader pause. Why would the Holy Ghost use princely language in a context of wrestling, 
naming, and covenant identity? Because authority in the Bible is never just bureaucratic. It 
is grounded in God’s ordering of things. When Jacob becomes Israel, the language used 
shows that princely concepts are bound up with divine calling, covenant standing, and 
visible influence among men. The word is still earthly in form, but it is already hinting that 
rule itself comes from above. 

That is one of the deep patterns you need to see early. Authority, headship, and dominion 
are not inventions of civilization. They are woven into creation and covenant by God 
Himself. So when Scripture later deals with spiritual princes, it is not suddenly inventing a 
new category out of thin air. It is building on something already established. Jacob 
becoming Israel “as a prince” shows that the word prince can carry more than social 
status. It can touch identity, purpose, divine dealings, and spiritual consequence. The point 



is not that the term has become mystical at this stage. The point is that even the early 
earthly uses are never cut off from God’s larger structure of authority. 

3. Princes Appear as Heads of Tribes, Houses, and Nations 

As you move through the Pentateuch, the word prince becomes more frequent and more 
structured. It is used repeatedly for tribal heads and leaders among the people. In 
Numbers 7, for example, the dedication of the altar is organized through the princes of the 
tribes: “They shall offer their offering, each prince on his day, for the dedicating of the altar” 
(Numbers 7:11). Then the chapter names them one by one, “Nethaneel the son of Zuar, 
prince of Issachar” (Numbers 7:18), “Eliab the son of Helon, prince of the children of 
Zebulun” (Numbers 7:24), and so on. This is not hidden rulership. This is visible, orderly, 
delegated leadership among the tribes of Israel. The princes are identifiable men attached 
to real families, real tribes, real responsibilities, and real offerings. 

That repeated pattern matters because God is showing that rule is not chaos. It is 
structured. The people are not a shapeless mob. They are ordered. They have heads, tribes, 
houses, and princes. Numbers 34 continues the same pattern when one prince from each 
tribe is appointed to divide the land by inheritance (Numbers 34:18). So the prince is not 
only a ceremonial figure. He has responsibility in inheritance, administration, and public 
leadership. He stands as a representative head. That is exactly how the Bible wants you to 
think about rulership in its earliest stage: concrete, visible, representative, and delegated. 
The prince is a real man under God’s order serving in relation to a people. 

There is also something doctrinally important about the repetition. The Holy Ghost could 
have summarized these chapters and skipped the names, but He did not. He names 
princes because authority matters to God. Order matters to God. Representation matters 
to God. Headship matters to God. And when a Bible reader gets bored with that because he 
wants more sensational material, he is revealing that he is more interested in novelty than 
revelation. The early princes in Scripture teach you the grammar of government. They show 
you that God deals with peoples through ordered headship. Later, when the Bible begins 
speaking of princes over nations and principalities in unseen realms, you will already 
understand the basic shape of rulership because the visible form has been patiently laid 
before you in the law. 

4. Earthly Princes Reveal That Authority Is a Created Principle 

One of the great truths hidden in plain sight in these early passages is that authority is not a 
human accident. It is a created principle. Long before men build modern states, draft 
constitutions, form empires, or invent political theories, the Bible is already showing 
heads, rulers, leaders, and princes. Why? Because rule is built into reality itself. “The 



powers that be are ordained of God” (Romans 13:1). That verse applies to later civil 
authority, but the principle is older than Rome. God is a God of order. He arranges things. 
He establishes dominion, subordination, headship, and accountability. Even before the 
fall, Adam was given dominion in Eden. Authority was present before sin corrupted it. Sin 
does not create rule. Sin distorts rule. 

That is why the early princes are so instructive. They show rulership in visible form before 
the reader ever gets to the corruptions that later infect it more openly. A prince is a chief, a 
head, a public authority under a broader structure ordained by God. That does not mean 
every prince is good or every ruler is righteous. It means the office itself testifies to divine 
order. God’s world is not a flat democracy of autonomous atoms. It is structured by 
headship. There are fathers over houses, princes over tribes, kings over nations, priests in 
ministry, judges in gates, and rulers in public life. The visible arrangements are teaching 
devices as well as historical realities. They reveal how seriously God takes ordered 
authority. 

Once you see that, you begin to understand why the word prince later becomes so 
significant in the unseen realm. Spiritual princes are not arbitrary fantasy figures dropped 
into the Bible out of nowhere. They fit into a broader biblical reality that authority itself is 
part of the structure of God’s creation. Some created authorities remained faithful. Some 
rebelled. Some visible authorities submit to God. Some visible authorities corrupt 
themselves. But the whole idea of rank and headship begins with God, not with the devil. 
That is crucial. Satan never invents. He corrupts. So when later revelation shows hidden 
rulers and principalities, they are perversions of created order, not original realities 
independent of God. The early princes help you see the good framework before you 
examine the later corruptions and counterfeits. 

5. The Early Princes Also Show How Rule Can Be Misused 

Now the Bible never gives you the impression that visible princes are automatically noble 
because they hold office. In the very early books you already find signs that authority can 
be twisted. Genesis 34:2 speaks of “Shechem the son of Hamor the Hivite, prince of the 
country,” and the passage immediately ties his princely status to a wicked abuse of power 
when he defiles Dinah. There is the lesson in seed form. A prince is a man of rank and 
visible authority, but that does not guarantee righteousness. A head can become a 
corrupter. A ruler can become a predator. Position and holiness are not the same thing. The 
office may be ordered by God, but the man occupying it may be rotten. 

That is a lesson the human race needs every generation, because people are forever 
confusing power with character. They think titles sanctify. They think rank proves worth. 



They think public authority guarantees moral legitimacy. The Bible does no such thing. It 
acknowledges office while judging conduct. A prince can be mighty among men, yet still be 
a sinner in need of judgment. He can be set over others and yet use that position for 
violence, oppression, or self-exaltation. That tension begins very early in the Bible because 
God wants the reader to understand that rule, though rooted in divine order, becomes 
vulnerable to corruption once sin enters the scene. 

This is exactly why the early study of princes matters so much. It lets you see the beauty of 
structured authority and the danger of fallen authority at the same time. The visible prince 
is not yet a principality in the Ephesians 6 sense, but he is already a case study in how 
delegated power can be used either under God or against God. That prepares the reader for 
the darker pattern later in the prophets, where princes become companions of thieves, 
wolves ravening prey, and men who devour the people. The early books do not explode that 
pattern yet, but they plant it. From the start, the office of prince shows that rule is real, 
necessary, and ordained, yet liable to become a tool of sin when the ruler himself is 
crooked. 

6. Princes Are Linked to Representation, Inheritance, and Public Responsibility 

Another important feature of these first princes is that they are rarely portrayed as 
decorative titles. They carry responsibility. In Numbers, the princes bring offerings, receive 
assignments, represent tribes, and stand connected to the inheritance of the people. 
Joshua 22:14 speaks of “ten princes, of each chief house a prince throughout all the tribes 
of Israel; and each one was an head of the house of their fathers among the thousands of 
Israel.” That is representative leadership in action. The prince stands for others. He is not 
an isolated celebrity. He is a head for a people, tied to family, tribe, and covenant structure. 
That public representative role is part of the essence of princely rule in Scripture. 

That tells you something about authority that modern culture hates. Authority in the Bible is 
not merely personal privilege. It is representative obligation. The prince bears a public 
relation to those under him. He acts, speaks, and leads in ways that affect others. That is 
why God takes rulers so seriously throughout Scripture. A ruler is not just another sinner 
with a title. He is a sinner whose position magnifies consequence. When he obeys God, the 
people are helped. When he rebels, the people suffer. When he is wise, order and stability 
can follow. When he is corrupt, judgment spreads. The early princes show that headship is 
not an ornament. It is a burden and a trust. 

That representative dimension also helps explain why the word prince later expands so 
naturally into larger theological territory. Once you understand that a prince stands in 
relation to a people, a territory, or an inheritance, then Daniel’s language about the prince 



of Persia and Michael your prince no longer feels foreign. The early princes prepare you to 
think in categories of representative headship. A prince is tied to a body of people and a 
sphere of rule. That is true visibly long before it is unveiled invisibly. So even though the first 
princes in Scripture are entirely earthly in the obvious sense, they are already establishing 
patterns that later revelation will deepen and enlarge. They stand as heads, and headship 
itself is the key. 

7. The First Princes Are the Ground Floor, Not the Whole Building 

The great mistake many readers make is treating the early use of prince as if it exhausted 
the meaning of the word forever. But the Bible is not done when it lays a foundation. The 
early princes are the ground floor, not the whole building. The fact that prince first means 
an earthly ruler does not mean it must always and only mean that. It means God starts 
there. He teaches the reader through the tangible before moving him into the deeper 
revelation of later books. That is one of the glories of progressive revelation. God does not 
confuse the reader by starting in the clouds. He starts on the ground. He names tribal 
heads, household chiefs, rulers of peoples, and men of delegated authority. Then later, 
when the curtain pulls back further, the reader has the categories needed to follow what 
God is revealing. 

You can see hints even before Daniel makes things explicit. Why does the Bible keep 
showing princes attached to peoples, tribes, and territories? Why does it keep insisting on 
structured headship? Why does it keep reinforcing that rulers are representative heads? 
Because those visible structures are shadows of larger truths. Earthly rule reflects a 
principle that extends beyond earth. Authority itself originates in God and is expressed in 
layered ways through creation. That is why the Bible can eventually speak not only of 
princes among men, but of chief princes, principalities, powers, and the prince of this 
world. The later language is not disconnected from the earlier language. It grows out of it 
like a tree from a seed. 

So this second essay in the series must leave the reader with the right balance. The first 
princes in Scripture are not to be over-allegorized as if every early prince secretly means a 
demon. Nor are they to be dismissed as mere ancient political trivia. They are exactly what 
the Bible says they are: visible rulers, chiefs, heads, and public men with delegated 
authority among peoples. But in teaching you that, the Holy Ghost is also preparing you for 
something more. He is establishing the visible framework into which the later unseen 
revelations will fit. The word prince begins on the ground, but it does not end there. It starts 
in earthly government, yet it points beyond itself to a greater and deeper order of rule that 
only fuller revelation will unveil. 



Conclusion 

So the first princes in Scripture are plain enough for any honest reader to see. They are 
tribal heads, rulers among families, men of authority in nations, visible chiefs among their 
people. Abraham is called “a mighty prince” (Genesis 23:6). Israel is said to have power “as 
a prince” with God and with men (Genesis 32:28). The princes of the tribes are named and 
ordered in Numbers, tied to offerings, inheritance, and public representation (Numbers 
7:11; 34:18). These are not hidden spirits in disguise. They are earthly rulers. They are the 
visible foundation of the Bible’s language of headship and rule. And that foundation 
matters, because the Holy Ghost is teaching the reader what authority looks like in plain 
sight before revealing what authority looks like behind the curtain. 

At the same time, those first princes are not insignificant or disposable. They are the first 
bricks in a much larger biblical structure. They show that authority is a created principle 
rooted in God’s order. They show that headship, dominion, and representation are not later 
political inventions but realities woven into the fabric of life. They also show that such 
authority, once touched by sin, can be bent, abused, and corrupted. The office itself may 
reflect divine structure, but the men occupying it may become violent, selfish, or unjust. 
That tension is already present early, and it prepares the reader for the darker revelations to 
come, where earthly rulers become more openly rebellious and where spiritual rulers in the 
unseen realm enter the picture. 

So if the reader asks what this essay has established, the answer is clear. It has shown that 
the word prince begins in the realm of visible government. It starts with men, tribes, 
houses, and nations. It starts with public authority on earth. But it also lays down a 
principle that will not stay confined to earthly politics. The Bible is teaching us how to think 
about rule itself. And once that framework is in place, later Scripture will expand the word 
into deeper territory until princes are no longer only tribal heads in Israel or mighty men 
among nations, but part of a vast biblical revelation that includes spiritual princes, 
principalities, and finally the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, who is not merely one prince 
among many, but “the Prince of the kings of the earth” (Revelation 1:5) and “the Prince of 
princes” (Daniel 8:25). The first princes are where the trail begins. The hidden rulers of this 
world are farther down that trail. 

 

 

3 of 12: Hidden Rulers of the World - When Princes Become Corrupt 

Introduction 



There is a world of difference between authority as God designed it and authority as fallen 
men handle it. In the beginning of this study, we traced the first princes in Scripture and 
saw that the word begins in plain earthly settings. A prince is a chief, a head, a ruler among 
his people, a man with delegated authority under the providence of God. That is the visible 
side of the thing. But the Bible never flatters office the way carnal men do. The Holy Ghost 
never bows to a title just because it is embossed in gold on a palace wall or shouted by 
heralds in a court. God is not impressed by rank when rank is cut loose from righteousness. 
A throne without truth is just a decorated trap. A prince without the fear of God is not a 
blessing to a people; he is a danger to them. And the further you read in the historical books 
and prophets, the more plainly that truth rises out of the text like a storm front. What starts 
as visible rulership becomes visible corruption when the ruler’s heart departs from the 
Lord. 

That corruption is not accidental. It is not a random malfunction in an otherwise neutral 
machine. It is symptomatic. It reveals what fallen authority becomes when it no longer sees 
itself as accountable to heaven. When princes forget God, they do not become neutral. 
They become predatory. When rulers cease fearing the Lord, their office does not remain 
harmless. It becomes a magnifier of sin. The same authority that could have defended the 
weak now devours the weak. The same power that could have upheld justice now bends 
justice. The same position that could have restrained violence now multiplies violence 
across a nation. That is one of the most sobering patterns in all the Bible. The higher the 
office, the greater the damage when truth is rejected. A corrupt private man may wound a 
family. A corrupt prince can wound a nation. 

So this essay is not going to be a political tantrum, and it is not going to be a cheap rant 
about rulers in general. The Bible is too exact for that kind of sloppiness. This is a biblical 
diagnosis of fallen authority. We are tracing what happens when princes become corrupt, 
and in doing so we begin to see the first strong hints that something more than human 
weakness may be involved. The visible corruption becomes evidence of an unseen war. At 
first we are simply watching princes fail morally, spiritually, and publicly. But as the pattern 
deepens, it starts to look less like isolated weakness and more like a recurring darkness 
moving through thrones, courts, palaces, and governments. The rulers are guilty as men, 
yes. But their corruption also begins to suggest that there are darker influences pressing 
behind the offices they occupy. That will come into fuller view later. For now, we begin 
where the Bible begins tightening the screws: with princes who should have defended 
justice, but instead became destroyers of it. 

1. Authority Without the Fear of God Becomes a Weapon 



The first principle to establish is simple: authority is never safe in the hands of a man who 
does not fear God. The office itself may be ordained in a providential sense, and the 
structure of rule may reflect divine order, but once the ruler loses the fear of the Lord, his 
position becomes a weapon. Proverbs 28:16 says, “The prince that wanteth understanding 
is also a great oppressor: but he that hateth covetousness shall prolong his days” (Proverbs 
28:16). Notice that the verse does not treat ignorance in a prince as a harmless flaw. It ties 
lack of understanding directly to oppression. Why? Because when a ruler has power 
without wisdom, force without truth, and office without righteousness, the result is not 
neutrality. The result is pressure on the people under him. Fallen authority always falls 
downward on somebody else. 

That is why Scripture again and again links righteous rule to the fear of God. David said, “He 
that ruleth over men must be just, ruling in the fear of God” (2 Samuel 23:3). That is the 
standard. Not just clever, not just strong, not just efficient, not just popular. Just. And ruling 
in the fear of God. Once that fear disappears, the office may remain, but the moral center is 
gone. Then the throne becomes dangerous. Then the scepter becomes a rod for beating the 
people instead of defending them. Then law becomes manipulation, justice becomes 
transaction, and judgment becomes the private servant of the powerful. 

The modern world hates that diagnosis because it wants to pretend that rulers can be kept 
righteous by systems alone. It imagines that enough process, enough paperwork, enough 
committees, enough legal language, and enough public relations will restrain the 
corruption of power. The Bible knows better. “The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked” (Jeremiah 17:9). If that heart is put in office without the fear of God 
governing it, the office becomes a multiplier of deceit and wickedness. That is the biblical 
starting point for understanding corrupt princes. The trouble is not merely in the system. 
The trouble is in the heart carrying the scepter. 

2. The Prophets Show Princes as Companions of Theft and Bribery 

When the prophets begin dealing with princes, the language gets severe, and it ought to. 
Isaiah says to Judah, “Thy princes are rebellious, and companions of thieves: every one 
loveth gifts, and followeth after rewards” (Isaiah 1:23). There is the diagnosis in one 
sentence. The men who should have guarded justice have become business partners with 
corruption. The men who should have protected the fatherless and defended the widow are 
instead chasing gifts and rewards. In other words, the office has become a marketplace. 
Judgment is up for sale. The ruler is no longer a steward under God. He is a trafficker in 
influence. He is not sitting in office to serve righteousness. He is using office to feed 
himself. 



That verse is devastating because it exposes the inner engine of corrupt rule. Princes 
become corrupt when they cease seeing themselves as accountable to God and begin 
seeing themselves as entitled to profit from the people. Then gifts matter more than truth. 
Rewards matter more than righteousness. Personal advantage matters more than justice. 
The office becomes a feeding trough. That is why Isaiah says they are “companions of 
thieves” (Isaiah 1:23). He does not say they merely tolerate theft. He says they accompany 
it. They keep company with it. They are morally in bed with it. That is what happens when 
princes become corrupt: they do not merely fail to stop wickedness; they become partners 
in it. 

And notice what else the verse says: “they judge not the fatherless, neither doth the cause 
of the widow come unto them” (Isaiah 1:23). That is always the mark of rotten authority. It 
abandons those who cannot pay. A corrupt ruler is accessible to the wealthy, the 
connected, the flattering, and the useful. He is not accessible to the weak, the poor, the 
fatherless, or the widow. Why? Because corrupt power serves appetite, not justice. Once 
the prince starts loving gifts, the helpless become invisible. That is not merely political 
failure. That is moral rot in high places, and the prophets treat it as a national sickness. 

3. Princes Become Wolves When Power Feeds on the People 

The prophets do not stop with calling princes thieves’ companions. Ezekiel goes further 
and describes them as predators. “Her princes in the midst thereof are like wolves ravening 
the prey, to shed blood, and to destroy souls, to get dishonest gain” (Ezekiel 22:27). That is 
not delicate language, but it is perfect language. A wolf does not govern a flock. He feeds 
on it. He does not protect sheep. He tears them apart. So when God says the princes are 
like wolves, He is saying their office has been inverted. They were placed in a position 
where they should have defended the people, but instead they consume the people. They 
are no longer heads in any righteous sense. They are hunters wearing official clothing. 

That passage also shows how corruption escalates. It does not stay at bribery and 
selfishness. It moves into bloodshed and soul-destruction. “To shed blood, and to destroy 
souls” (Ezekiel 22:27). When rulers become corrupt, they do not merely make bad 
administrative choices. Their corruption can become lethal. Their decisions produce 
violence. Their greed produces suffering. Their policies destroy lives. Their spiritual 
blindness wrecks souls. That is why the Bible speaks of rulers with such gravity. It never 
treats leadership as an abstract theory. Princes hold influence over real people, real 
homes, real bodies, and real futures. 

And once again, the motive is exposed: “to get dishonest gain” (Ezekiel 22:27). The wolf 
does not tear for justice. He tears because he wants something. Corrupt princes are driven 



by appetite. They are not first driven by principle, truth, or the good of the people. They are 
driven by gain. That is one of the great repetitive signals of moral decay in rulers throughout 
Scripture. When a ruler’s heart is captured by gain, his office will eventually become a 
machine for predation. He may still talk about law, order, prosperity, security, tradition, 
reform, or national destiny, but underneath the speeches is appetite. And appetite in office 
is one of the surest roads to oppression. 

4. Corrupt Princes Lead Whole Peoples Into Judgment 

One of the most frightening things about corrupt rulers is that their corruption is rarely 
private in its consequences. The prince does not fall alone. He drags others with him. 
Jeremiah repeatedly joins kings, princes, priests, prophets, and the people together in 
national guilt: “they, their kings, their princes, their priests, and their prophets” (Jeremiah 
32:32). That is because leadership exerts direction. When rulers are corrupt, they do not sin 
in a vacuum. They normalize evil, institutionalize it, protect it, and often punish those who 
resist it. Their corruption becomes a current running through a people. Then judgment 
comes not only on the individual ruler, but on the nation that followed him into ruin. 

You can see that pattern all through Judah’s decline. Princes stand in opposition to the 
word of God, resist the prophets, persecute the righteous, and help create the moral 
climate that brings the nation to collapse. Jeremiah had to preach against princes who sat 
in power while refusing the warning of God. At times some princes showed more restraint 
than kings or priests, but again and again the ruling class as a whole became part of the 
machinery of rebellion. They were not merely failing personally. They were helping sustain a 
national defiance of God. That is why when judgment comes, it often sweeps kings, 
princes, priests, and people together. 

This is crucial to the doctrine of corrupt rulership. A prince’s office gives him reach. His sin 
has range. He does not merely damage himself. He helps form the atmosphere in which 
others live. If he is righteous, that influence can preserve order and bless many. If he is 
corrupt, that same reach multiplies evil. His rebellion gives cover to other rebels. His greed 
trains others in greed. His contempt for truth teaches others to despise truth. That is why 
the Bible is so fierce with rulers. It is not because God is unfair with leaders. It is because 
leaders hold multiplied stewardship before Him. 

5. Princes Often Hate the Truth-Teller Most 

Another recurring pattern in Scripture is that corrupt rulers become hostile to the man who 
tells the truth. Jeremiah is a prime example. When he preached the word of the Lord, the 
princes were often enraged, suspicious, or manipulative. In Jeremiah 38:4, the princes say, 
“We beseech thee, let this man be put to death: for thus he weakeneth the hands of the 



men of war” (Jeremiah 38:4). That is classic corrupt authority. It cannot bear correction 
because correction threatens the lie on which it lives. The truthful man becomes the 
enemy, not because he is wrong, but because he is right in a way the corrupt ruler cannot 
afford. 

That is always the instinct of fallen power. When princes become corrupt, they do not just 
commit evil; they need the silence of witnesses. Truth exposes them. Prophets disturb 
them. Righteous men make them uncomfortable. That is why rulers throughout Scripture 
keep turning against the messenger of God. Ahab hates Micaiah because he never 
prophesies good concerning him (1 Kings 22:8). Herod is troubled by John the Baptist. 
Pilate knows Jesus is innocent but caves to the pressure around Him. The point is not that 
every ruler reacts identically. The point is that corruption in office naturally grows hostile to 
truth because truth threatens the entire arrangement by which corruption survives. 

You can often measure the moral state of a ruler by how he handles correction. A godly 
ruler trembles before the word of God. A corrupt ruler resents it, suppresses it, or 
repackages it until it no longer bites. And once that process is underway, the office 
becomes still more dangerous, because now the prince is no longer merely morally weak. 
He is actively defending his weakness against the truth that could expose it. That is how 
thrones become fortified against heaven. The higher the office, the more violent the 
resistance can become when the ruler is determined to protect his darkness. 

6. Corrupt Visible Rule Suggests a Deeper Darkness Behind It 

By this point in the study, a careful reader begins to notice something. The corruption of 
princes is too repetitive, too patterned, and too spiritually charged to be brushed off as 
isolated human weakness. Certainly it includes human weakness. These rulers are guilty 
as men. They choose greed, violence, pride, bribery, and oppression. But why does the 
same moral shape keep appearing in thrones, courts, and ruling classes across 
generations and nations? Why do rulers so often become ravening, self-serving, truth-
hating, gain-seeking destroyers of justice? The Bible has not yet fully unveiled the whole 
answer at this stage, but it is beginning to suggest that there is more going on than 
individual failure. 

This is where the study starts leaning toward the unseen realm without forcing it 
prematurely. Visible corruption becomes evidence of a deeper war. Princes become proud 
in ways that echo older rebellion. They exalt themselves, despise truth, devour the weak, 
persecute righteous messengers, and help move peoples toward ruin. That pattern begins 
to look like more than coincidence. It begins to look like visible authority is especially 
susceptible to darker influence when cut loose from the fear of God. In other words, the 



throne becomes a point of contact where moral corruption and spiritual darkness meet in 
especially dangerous ways. 

The prophets often speak in ways that press you toward that conclusion. The language 
used for rulers can at times swell beyond the man in front of you and start touching 
something larger. We are not fully there yet in the series, but the transition is underway. 
Corrupt visible rulers prepare the reader for the later revelation of princes behind nations 
and principalities in unseen places. The point here is not to excuse the human ruler by 
blaming devils for his sins. The point is to recognize that the corruption of rulers may be 
one of the clearest places where the unseen war leaves fingerprints on the visible world. 

7. The Throne Reveals the Heart Faster Than Private Life Does 

One reason princes become such important moral case studies in Scripture is that power 
reveals the heart quickly. A man may hide his pride while he is weak. Give him office, and 
the pride has a platform. He may conceal greed while he has little access. Give him the 
treasury, and appetite comes roaring out. He may hide cruelty while he lacks the means to 
enforce it. Give him soldiers, judges, and decrees, and his cruelty becomes public policy. 
That is why corrupt princes appear so often in Scripture as concentrated displays of fallen 
man. The office does not create every sin in the heart, but it gives the sin reach, force, and 
opportunity. 

Ecclesiastes touches the disorder of fallen authority when it says, “I have seen servants 
upon horses, and princes walking as servants upon the earth” (Ecclesiastes 10:7). It also 
says, “Woe to thee, O land, when thy king is a child, and thy princes eat in the morning!” 
(Ecclesiastes 10:16). The problem there is not breakfast. The issue is indulgence, disorder, 
and unfitness for rule. When rulers are immature, undisciplined, or ruled by appetite, the 
land suffers. That is the recurring biblical pattern. A prince’s inner disorder becomes outer 
disorder. His lack of self-government becomes a curse on those he governs. 

So when Scripture diagnoses corrupt princes, it is doing more than giving isolated moral 
lessons. It is showing what happens when fallen hearts are amplified by office. That 
prepares the reader for later stages of the series where the visible and invisible aspects of 
rulership begin to converge. The corrupt prince is not yet the spiritual prince of Daniel 10, 
but he is a visible warning sign. He shows what happens when authority becomes 
detached from God. He also shows why the world cannot be saved by mere political 
rearrangement. If the heart remains corrupt, the throne will eventually reflect it. The 
problem is deeper than policy. It reaches into the moral and spiritual core of the ruler 
himself. 

Conclusion 



When princes become corrupt, the office that should have preserved order becomes an 
instrument of decay. That is the great lesson of the historical books and prophets. Princes 
who should have defended justice become companions of thieves. Princes who should 
have protected the flock become wolves ravening the prey. Princes who should have 
trembled at the word of God instead persecute the truth-teller and drag a people toward 
judgment. This is not accidental. It is symptomatic. It is what fallen authority becomes 
when separated from the fear of God. The throne does not sanctify the man. It magnifies 
him. And if what it magnifies is greed, pride, violence, or spiritual blindness, then the whole 
people feels the damage. 

That biblical diagnosis is desperately needed because men are forever putting their trust in 
princes. Yet the Book says, “Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son of man, in whom 
there is no help” (Psalm 146:3). Why not? Because the same office that can be used for 
public good can be corrupted into public ruin when the heart behind it departs from the 
Lord. The Bible does not deny that rulers matter. It simply refuses to worship them. It 
exposes them. It shows that power without godliness is a loaded gun in the hands of a blind 
man. The higher the office, the greater the destruction when truth is rejected. 

And that brings this series to an important hinge point. We have moved from the existence 
of princes to the decay of princes. We have seen how visible authority can rot from within 
and become oppressive, violent, bribed, and spiritually blind. But the repetition of that 
pattern begins to raise another question, one that the later essays will answer more 
directly: why does corruption in rulers so often bear the same spiritual shape? Why does 
power so often darken in the same direction? Why do princes keep becoming wolves? The 
answer will lead us beyond the visible realm into something deeper. For now, the lesson is 
clear enough. When the heart is wrong, the throne becomes dangerous. And when princes 
become corrupt, the visible ruin they create may be the first sign that unseen powers are 
already at work behind the curtain. 

 

 

4 of 12: Hidden Rulers of the World - Thrones Behind Thrones 

Introduction 

By this point in the study, any honest Bible reader should already feel the pressure building. 
We have seen princes first as visible rulers, tribal heads, public men, and delegated 
authorities among their people. Then we watched those rulers decay when separated from 
the fear of God. We saw princes become companions of thieves, wolves ravening the prey, 
men who should have defended justice but instead bent it, sold it, or strangled it in the 



gate. But if a man reads those passages carefully and still thinks the whole matter is 
exhausted by “bad human nature,” he has not read far enough and he has not listened 
closely enough to the Book. Bad human nature is real, and it explains much. But it does not 
explain everything. It does not explain why kingdoms across different ages, lands, 
languages, and peoples so often rise in the same pride, march in the same cruelty, exalt 
themselves in the same defiance, and collapse under the same judgments. There is a 
pattern in the madness. There is a shape to the rebellion. There is an eerie sameness in the 
corruption. And the Bible is not blind to that. 

The Scriptures begin by showing you rulers you can see. That was necessary. God teaches 
the reader from the ground up. But all along the way He is preparing you to understand 
something larger. Thrones in the Bible are never just chairs. Crowns are never just metal. 
Kingdoms are never just geography. Nations are never merely political populations. Again 
and again the text hints that visible rule carries more than visible significance. Babylon is a 
city, yes, but it is also more than a city. Tyre is a real commercial power, yes, but it is also 
wrapped up in something larger than shipping and trade. Egypt is a nation, yes, but in 
Scripture it is repeatedly loaded with spiritual overtones and symbolic weight. The Holy 
Ghost keeps taking earthly powers and filling them with dimensions that exceed mere 
politics. That is not poetic excess. That is revelation. God is teaching you that behind the 
instruments of history there are deeper currents moving. 

So this essay is a turning point in the series. We are not yet fully in Daniel 10 with the prince 
of Persia and the prince of Grecia standing out in unmistakable form. That comes next. But 
before Daniel names spiritual princes openly, the Bible has already been preparing the 
ground for that revelation. It has already shown earthly rulers becoming more than isolated 
men. It has already spoken in ways that stretch beyond the flesh-and-blood occupant of 
the throne. It has already hinted that the visible ruler may be animated, pressured, 
mirrored, or in some cases overshadowed by darker realities in the unseen realm. In short, 
the Bible is leading the reader from the throne room on earth to the conflict in the 
heavenlies. It is teaching him that behind thrones there are thrones, behind crowns there 
are powers, and behind rulers there are hidden rulers. 

1. Human Corruption Alone Does Not Explain the Pattern 

The first thing that must be established is that the corruption of rulers is too patterned to be 
brushed off as random human failure. Fallen human nature explains a great deal. Men are 
sinners. They are proud, covetous, violent, deceitful, and power-hungry. The Bible never 
denies that. “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked” (Jeremiah 
17:9). That is true of peasants and princes alike. But as you move through Scripture, you 
notice that rulers do not merely sin in scattered personal ways. They often sin in strikingly 



similar civilizational ways. They exalt themselves. They deify themselves. They persecute 
truth. They crush the weak. They gather wealth, glory in their own magnificence, and stand 
against the claims of God. The repetition is too exact to ignore. There is a family 
resemblance in rebellion. 

Look at Pharaoh hardening himself against the word of the Lord in Exodus. Look at 
Nebuchadnezzar walking in Babylon and saying, “Is not this great Babylon, that I have built” 
(Daniel 4:30). Look at the boast of Tyre in Ezekiel 28:2, “I am a God, I sit in the seat of God.” 
Look at the kings in Psalm 2 setting themselves “against the LORD, and against his 
anointed” (Psalm 2:2). These are not identical men in identical circumstances, yet the 
same spirit of self-exaltation keeps surfacing. The language changes, the wardrobes 
change, the architecture changes, the armies change, but the pride keeps sounding the 
same note. That is because rebellion in high places is not merely individual. It is 
participatory. It plugs into something larger than the man himself. 

This is where shallow interpretations fail. A man says, “Well, power corrupts.” That is true 
as far as it goes, but the Bible goes farther. It shows that corruption in rulers often takes 
forms that reflect a deeper kingdom of darkness. It is not that human rulers stop being 
morally responsible. They remain fully guilty. It is that their guilt often becomes the visible 
expression of deeper pressures, deeper lies, deeper ambitions, and deeper oppositions 
that have been moving through kingdoms for ages. The pattern of corruption is evidence. It 
is not full proof by itself, but it is evidence that there are thrones behind thrones. 

2. The Bible Loads Kingdoms with More Than Political Meaning 

One of the ways Scripture prepares the reader for hidden rulers is by refusing to treat 
kingdoms as mere political units. Babylon is the clearest example. Historically, Babylon is a 
real city and empire. Yet biblically it becomes much more than that. It begins at Babel with 
organized rebellion against God, where men say, “let us build us a city and a tower, whose 
top may reach unto heaven” (Genesis 11:4). From the very start, Babylon is linked not 
merely to urban planning but to collective defiance, self-exaltation, and anti-God ambition. 
By the time you reach the prophets and Revelation, Babylon has become a system-symbol 
as well as a city. It is not less than historical Babylon, but it is more than historical Babylon. 
It embodies a spirit of organized human rebellion energized by deeper darkness. 

The same thing happens with Egypt. Egypt is a land, a throne, a military power, a place of 
bondage. But in Scripture it is constantly loaded with theological and spiritual meaning 
beyond geography. Israel’s deliverance from Egypt is never just a border crossing. It is 
redemption from bondage under a king who sets himself against God. Pharaoh becomes 
more than a political opponent; he becomes a concentrated image of arrogant resistance 



to divine authority. He hardens his heart, exalts his own will, and becomes the visible head 
of a system opposing the revelation of the Lord. That pattern is not accidental. God is 
teaching the reader that nations and kingdoms can become embodiments of spiritual 
postures. 

That matters because once you see that kingdoms in Scripture carry more than political 
meaning, you are ready for the next step. If Babylon can be more than a city, if Egypt can be 
more than a nation, if world powers can become embodiments of organized opposition to 
God, then it is no stretch at all to realize that the visible kingdom may have an unseen 
dimension behind it. The Bible is training the reader to think in layers. First the earthly form, 
then the deeper significance. First the visible throne, then the force behind it. The Book 
does not want you trapped in mere political analysis. It wants you to see that earthly power 
is often the front face of something spiritually larger. 

3. The King of Babylon Is a Man, Yet Babylon Is More Than a Man’s Kingdom 

This bridge becomes even clearer in passages where an earthly ruler is clearly addressed, 
but the surrounding language starts swelling beyond the man himself. Nebuchadnezzar is 
unquestionably a historical king. Daniel deals with him as a real monarch, and God judges 
him as a real man. Yet Babylon in Scripture becomes more than the biography of 
Nebuchadnezzar. It becomes the great head of Gentile world power in Daniel 2, symbolized 
by the head of gold (Daniel 2:38). Then in Daniel 7 it stands among the beast-kingdoms that 
dominate the times of the Gentiles. Babylon is both historical and typological, political and 
spiritualized in significance. The king is a man, but the empire he heads becomes part of a 
larger prophetic architecture revealing the movement of world power under God’s 
providence and under darker opposition. 

You see the same enlargement in Isaiah 14. The passage begins with the king of Babylon in 
view, but then the language begins to reach beyond any ordinary man. “How art thou fallen 
from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning!” (Isaiah 14:12). There is debate among the 
blind, the liberal, and the spiritually lazy, but there is no real problem for a Bible believer. 
The passage touches the king of Babylon and then moves beyond him into the power and 
personality behind the pride. No merely human Babylonian king fell from heaven in that 
sense. No merely human king said, “I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be 
like the most High” (Isaiah 14:14) in the full cosmic sense of that statement. The man is 
there, but something behind the man is also there. 

That is exactly the kind of passage that teaches you how to read thrones biblically. A ruler 
can be fully human, historically real, morally accountable, and yet also serve as the earthly 
expression of a deeper unseen rebellion. The king of Babylon is not excused by that. He is 



judged. But the text refuses to leave him as an isolated human specimen. It opens the 
deeper chamber. It lets you hear the older pride behind the present throne. That is how the 
Bible begins moving the reader from visible kings to hidden rulers. It does not do it by 
fantasy. It does it by revelation layered into the text. 

4. The Prince of Tyrus Is Addressed as a Man, Then Beyond a Man 

Ezekiel 28 may be one of the clearest pre-Daniel bridges in the whole Bible. In verses 1-10, 
the prophet is told, “Son of man, say unto the prince of Tyrus” (Ezekiel 28:2). That prince is 
addressed as a man. The Lord says, “yet thou art a man, and not God, though thou set thine 
heart as the heart of God” (Ezekiel 28:2). That is plain enough. The prince of Tyre is a flesh-
and-blood ruler lifted up in pride by wealth, wisdom, and position. He is a historical ruler 
judged for his arrogance. So far, everything remains in the visible realm. But then the 
chapter continues, and the language expands dramatically. In verse 12, the lamentation is 
taken up upon “the king of Tyrus,” and suddenly the description reaches into Eden: “Thou 
hast been in Eden the garden of God” (Ezekiel 28:13). 

Now no honest man can stop there and say this is just another ordinary Mediterranean 
ruler. No king of Tyre was literally in Eden. The passage goes on: “Thou art the anointed 
cherub that covereth” (Ezekiel 28:14). Again, no mere human king fits that in the primary 
sense. The text moves from the earthly ruler to the spiritual power behind or expressed 
through that ruler. It is the same pattern as Babylon, but even more unmistakable. The 
visible office is addressed first. Then the veil parts, and the deeper reality appears. The 
prince is a man; the kingly power behind the throne touches an older and darker being. The 
earthly ruler and the deeper rebellion are interwoven. 

That is a crucial piece of biblical training. It teaches the reader not to flatten the text. It also 
prevents crude sensationalism. The Bible does not say every ruler is a literal demon. It does 
show that some rulers can be so bound up with spiritual pride and unseen power that the 
language directed at them begins to move through them and beyond them. That is not 
confusion. That is revelation. The earthly throne is real. The unseen influence is real. The 
visible ruler is guilty. The darker reality behind the throne is also active. Ezekiel 28 is one of 
the great bridge-passages in all Scripture for understanding that behind thrones there can 
be thrones. 

5. Psalm 2 Shows That Earthly Rulers Participate in a Larger Rebellion 

Another passage that prepares the reader for hidden rulers is Psalm 2. “Why do the 
heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing?” (Psalm 2:1). Then the Psalm says, “The 
kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD, 
and against his anointed” (Psalm 2:2). At one level, that is plainly about earthly rulers. Kings 



and rulers are real men taking real counsel. They align themselves against God and His 
Christ. But the Psalm presents this rebellion in a way that clearly surpasses local politics. 
The nations are not merely disagreeing with one another. They are joining in a collective 
stance against heaven. Their rage participates in a larger revolt. 

That collective dimension is vital. It shows that rebellion among rulers is not merely 
personal ambition or local policy disagreement. It is often participation in a larger anti-God 
movement. This is not yet Daniel 10 language of named princes over nations, but it is the 
same direction. The earthly kings become part of a supranational rebellion. They “set 
themselves” together against the Lord. That means the Bible already sees world power as 
capable of converging around a shared spiritual posture. The rebellion is horizontal in its 
earthly coordination, but vertical in its target. It is aimed upward. 

And what is God’s response? “Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion” (Psalm 2:6). 
The Lord answers human rule with His own King. That shows again that thrones are not 
merely political furniture. They are tied to cosmic conflict, covenant claims, and spiritual 
allegiance. Earthly rulers think they are managing territory. In fact, they are taking positions 
in a larger war. Psalm 2 is a magnificent early witness that the Bible never treats kings and 
rulers as merely administrative figures. Their rebellion can become participation in 
something larger than themselves. That is exactly the conceptual world that prepares the 
reader for the later unveiling of princes behind nations. 

6. Earthly Thrones Become Contact Points for Spiritual Influence 

Once you see these patterns, it becomes clear that earthly thrones are often more than 
seats of human administration. They can become contact points where spiritual influence 
presses into history through human offices. Again, do not miss the balance. The man 
remains responsible. The throne remains earthly. The decisions remain real. But the Bible 
keeps suggesting that rulership is a particularly exposed place, a place where pride, self-
deification, violence, and rebellion become especially susceptible to unseen energizing 
forces. The crown does not magically create demons. It does create a setting in which the 
ancient temptations—“ye shall be as gods” (Genesis 3:5)—can operate with devastating 
effect. 

That is why rulers in Scripture so often begin speaking in terms that echo older rebellion. 
The prince of Tyrus says, “I am a God” (Ezekiel 28:2). Nebuchadnezzar magnifies Babylon 
as the work of his own majesty (Daniel 4:30). Pharaoh asks, “Who is the LORD, that I should 
obey his voice?” (Exodus 5:2). Those are not identical statements, but they share a spiritual 
tone. The ruler becomes lifted up beyond creaturely bounds. He starts talking as if he 



stands above divine claim. That is not ordinary administrative corruption. That is pride with 
a heavenly accent to it, if you can put it that way. It sounds like an echo from an older revolt. 

So by the time we get to Daniel, the reader should not be shocked to discover spiritual 
princes connected with earthly kingdoms. The Bible has already been conditioning him to 
expect that reality. It has shown kingdoms swelling beyond politics, rulers addressed 
beyond themselves, nations participating in larger rebellion, and thrones becoming stages 
on which darker powers seem to play their parts. Daniel will not introduce an alien idea. He 
will simply name openly what the earlier Scriptures have already been implying. The road to 
the prince of Persia was paved long before Daniel 10. 

7. God Intentionally Leads the Reader From Earthly Courts to Heavenly Conflict 

This is the final point of the essay, and it is the hinge on which the next part of the series 
turns. The Bible is intentionally leading the reader from earthly courts to heavenly conflict. 
That is not an accidental effect of collecting scattered verses. It is the design of revelation 
itself. God first lets you watch Abraham as a mighty prince. Then He shows princes over 
tribes, rulers over peoples, corrupt princes devouring the weak, kings and princes 
embodying national rebellion, and rulers speaking in ways that start to sound older than 
themselves. The visible realm is established first, then deepened, then darkened, then 
opened upward into larger significance. Revelation moves like sunrise. It broadens as it 
brightens. 

If a reader misses that, he will always read Daniel badly. He will either over-literalize the 
earthly and miss the spiritual, or over-spiritualize the whole thing and detach it from 
history. The Bible does neither. It holds both together. The prince is a real ruler, and the 
power behind the prince may also be real in the unseen realm. The kingdom is historical, 
and it may also be symbolically and spiritually charged. The throne is earthly, and it may 
also be a place where larger forces are at work. This is not confusion. It is layered truth. The 
Scriptures are richer than the thin minds of modern commentators who only want what can 
be graphed on a classroom whiteboard. 

So where does that leave us at the close of this essay? It leaves us ready. Ready for Daniel. 
Ready to see that behind Persia there is a prince of Persia. Ready to see that behind Grecia 
there is a prince of Grecia. Ready to understand Michael not merely as a religious 
ornament, but as one of the chief princes standing in relation to Israel. In other words, we 
are now prepared to move from hints to disclosure, from implication to declaration. The 
Bible has brought us from thrones on earth to the edge of thrones in the heavenlies. It has 
trained us to expect that behind visible crowns there are hidden powers. 

Conclusion 



The doctrine of thrones behind thrones is not something a fevered imagination invented 
after staring too long at apocalyptic charts. It rises naturally out of Scripture when you let 
the Bible speak in its own progression. The corruption of rulers is too patterned to be 
merely random. Kingdoms carry more than political meaning. Babylon is more than a city. 
Egypt is more than a nation. The king of Babylon is addressed in language that reaches 
beyond a man. The prince of Tyrus is plainly a man, yet the description passes through him 
into something older and darker. The kings of the earth in Psalm 2 are not just making 
policy; they are participating in a larger rebellion against the Lord and His Christ. All of that 
prepares the reader to understand that visible thrones may have unseen dimensions 
behind them. 

That does not mean we abandon history for mysticism. It means we stop pretending history 
explains itself. The Bible does not allow that childish illusion. It tells you that the world men 
see is not the whole world, that power on earth is often tied to pressures from beyond 
earth, and that rulers can become more than isolated men in their significance. They can 
become mouths for larger pride, instruments of larger rebellion, and expressions of forces 
they neither fully understand nor control. They remain accountable, but they are not always 
acting alone in the broadest sense. There are thrones behind thrones. 

And now the series stands at the doorway of one of the clearest unveilings in the whole 
Bible. Up to this point, the reader has watched the hints gather, the shadows lengthen, and 
the earthly texts begin to open upward. The next step is not a leap into fantasy. It is the 
natural continuation of what the Bible has already been teaching. Daniel will name what 
the earlier Scriptures have suggested. The veil is about to part more openly. The earthly 
court will remain in view, but the heavenly conflict behind it will come into sharp focus. 
Behind crowns there are powers. Behind kingdoms there are rulers. Behind thrones there 
are thrones. 

 

 

5 of 12: Hidden Rulers of the World - The Prince of Persia and the Prince of Grecia 
Main Passage: Daniel 10 

Introduction 

There are places in the Bible where God lets you look through a crack in the wall and see 
something so staggering that it changes the way you read history forever. Daniel 10 is one of 
those places. Up to this point in the series, we have traced princes as visible rulers, 
watched them decay morally, and seen Scripture begin hinting that behind earthly thrones 
there are deeper realities at work. But in Daniel 10 the hint becomes an unveiling. The 



curtain is not merely lifted at the edge. It is pulled back far enough for a man to see that the 
nations of this world are not only armies, taxes, treaties, boundaries, and politics. They are 
theaters of spiritual conflict. Daniel is not being shown a metaphor, a religious illustration, 
or a piece of poetic drama. He is being shown a battle in the unseen realm connected 
directly to events on earth. The text says, “But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood 
me one and twenty days” (Daniel 10:13). No flesh-and-blood Persian bureaucrat ever stood 
in the heavenly places and delayed an angelic messenger for twenty-one days. You are not 
dealing with ordinary human government there. You are dealing with hidden rulership. 

That one statement ought to shatter half the nonsense men use to explain history. The 
world is full of scholars, broadcasters, professors, pundits, and historians who write as if 
the whole story of civilization can be told by economics, diplomacy, geography, military 
strategy, psychological trends, and the ambitions of great men. Those things are real, and 
the Bible never denies their reality. But Daniel 10 proves they are not the whole story. Persia 
was a real empire. Its kings were real kings. Its decrees were real decrees. Yet behind the 
kingdom stood a prince that was not merely Persian in a political sense, but spiritual in a 
way that exceeded earthly explanation. Then the messenger says, “and when I am gone 
forth, lo, the prince of Grecia shall come” (Daniel 10:20). That means future geopolitical 
change already had unseen conflict tied to it before men on earth could even chart the 
shift. The wars of history are not only fought in valleys, seas, deserts, and palace courts. 
Some of the conflict connected to them is fought above and behind them in a realm men 
would never know apart from revelation. 

That is why this chapter is one of the anchor studies of the whole series. Here the Bible tells 
you plainly that the world behind the world is real. Persia is not only Persia. Grecia is not 
only Grecia. Israel is not only a nation in the land. Michael is not merely a religious symbol 
floating through prophecy as decoration. He is called “one of the chief princes” (Daniel 
10:13), then “Michael your prince” (Daniel 10:21), and finally “the great prince which 
standeth for the children of thy people” (Daniel 12:1). So now the stakes rise sharply. The 
issue is no longer just whether rulers become corrupt. The issue is whether nations 
themselves are connected to unseen powers in ways that shape the visible movements of 
history. Daniel 10 answers that question with a thunderous yes. And once you see it, you 
cannot go back to reading history like a secular fool who thinks newspapers, archives, and 
lecture halls tell the whole story. They do not. Only the Book tells the whole story, because 
only the Book shows you the world behind the world. 

1. Daniel 10 Opens a Window Into the Unseen Realm 

The first thing to notice is the setting itself. Daniel is not daydreaming, speculating, or 
writing apocalyptic fiction to entertain religious minds. He is in mourning, fasting, and 



seeking understanding when God gives him a revelation. Daniel 10:2-3 says, “In those days 
I Daniel was mourning three full weeks. I ate no pleasant bread, neither came flesh nor 
wine in my mouth” (Daniel 10:2-3). Then he sees a glorious man whose description 
anticipates later manifestations of heavenly glory. The scene is solemn, weighty, and 
direct. Daniel is not inventing symbols out of political frustration. He is receiving revelation 
from God. That matters, because once the chapter unfolds, what is shown cannot be 
dismissed as merely symbolic language for earthly affairs. 

The messenger tells Daniel in verse 12, “Fear not, Daniel: for from the first day that thou 
didst set thine heart to understand… thy words were heard, and I am come for thy words” 
(Daniel 10:12). That means heaven answered immediately. Yet the messenger did not arrive 
immediately. Why? “But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty 
days” (Daniel 10:13). There is the shock. The delay between prayer answered and message 
delivered is explained by conflict in the unseen realm. This is not a parable about 
discouragement. It is not simply saying Daniel needed patience. It is saying a real 
opposition occurred in connection with a real answer from God. The invisible realm was 
active, contested, and directly related to the timing of revelation reaching Daniel. 

That should strike the reader with force. Most people think of prayer only in terms of their 
feelings, their circumstances, or God’s timing in a generalized sense. Daniel 10 reveals that 
between heaven’s response and earth’s reception there can be actual conflict involving 
unseen rulers. That does not mean every delayed answer is caused by the same kind of 
resistance. The passage should not be abused into a formula. It does mean the spiritual 
realm is not a decorative doctrine stapled onto the edge of Bible theology. It is a living 
reality, and Daniel is shown that the answer to his prayer is bound up with warfare that no 
one around him could see. 

2. The Prince of Persia Cannot Be an Earthly King 

The next point must be stated plainly because weak commentators have tried for 
generations to dodge it. The prince of the kingdom of Persia in Daniel 10:13 is not merely an 
earthly Persian monarch. The text will not allow that reduction. The messenger says this 
prince “withstood me one and twenty days” (Daniel 10:13). No earthly king stood in the 
heavenly places resisting an angelic messenger for twenty-one days. Cyrus may have 
issued decrees on earth, but Cyrus was not personally intercepting supernatural beings in 
transit. The language exceeds human politics and enters directly into heavenly conflict. The 
prince of Persia is a spiritual ruler connected to the Persian kingdom. 

The text makes that even clearer by the company he keeps. The messenger says, “but, lo, 
Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me” (Daniel 10:13). Michael is not a Persian 



statesman or Jewish governor. He is one of the chief princes in the unseen realm. If Michael 
is a real heavenly prince, then the prince opposing the messenger is likewise a real ruler in 
that same realm. The contrast is not between one earthly officer and one angelic being. The 
contrast is between spiritual powers contending in relation to earthly kingdoms. The 
passage is internally coherent, and it only becomes confusing when someone tries to 
shrink it down to fit a naturalistic worldview. 

This matters for the whole series because Daniel 10 is the chapter where the Bible stops 
implying and starts declaring. Earlier Scripture hinted that kings and kingdoms might carry 
more than political meaning. Here the hidden structure is named. Persia has a prince 
behind it. Not a mere king in a palace, but a spiritual prince in connection with the 
kingdom. That is not occult speculation. That is Bible. Any man who flattens this into 
earthly administration alone is not being sober. He is refusing revelation because he wants 
the Bible to stay inside the limits of his own imagination. 

3. Michael Shows That Nations Have More Than Earthly Politics Attached to Them 

The passage does not stop with the prince of Persia. It introduces Michael in a way that 
changes the whole picture. The messenger says, “Michael, one of the chief princes, came 
to help me” (Daniel 10:13). Then in verse 21 he says, “there is none that holdeth with me in 
these things, but Michael your prince” (Daniel 10:21). Finally, Daniel 12:1 says, “And at that 
time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people” 
(Daniel 12:1). Put those verses together and the result is unmistakable. Michael is a chief 
prince in the unseen realm who stands in a special relation to Israel. That means Israel is 
not merely a people on land. The nation is bound up with heavenly conflict and heavenly 
guardianship in a way God reveals to Daniel. 

That does not mean Israel has no earthly history. Of course it does. It has kings, judges, 
captivities, returns, borders, covenants, apostasies, and restorations. But Daniel 10-12 
shows that behind the earthly story there is another layer of conflict involving Michael and 
other princes. So when Persia affects Israel, the issue is not only diplomacy and imperial 
administration. It is also warfare in the unseen realm. When future kingdoms rise in relation 
to Israel, the issue is not only military expansion. It is tied to forces men do not see. That 
should revolutionize the way a reader thinks about biblical history. The covenant people of 
God are not moving through neutral political space. They are at the center of a contested 
theater in both worlds. 

This also explains why Scripture treats Israel differently from the way secular history treats 
it. The professor looks at Israel as one more ancient people. The Bible does not. The 
historian sees Persia, Grecia, and Israel as actors on the same stage. The Bible shows that 



the stage itself is connected to heavenly conflict. Michael is not assigned to Belgium or 
Peru in the text. He is tied to Daniel’s people. That tells you something. The covenant line, 
the promises of God, the messianic program, and the future of the nations are all linked to 
a conflict larger than earthly empire. Israel’s history is not merely one national story among 
many. It is a central battleground in the revealed war between the purposes of God and the 
opposing powers behind the kingdoms. 

4. The Prince of Grecia Proves Future History Has Unseen Conflict Behind It 

The messenger does not merely speak of the present. He says, “and when I am gone forth, 
lo, the prince of Grecia shall come” (Daniel 10:20). That is remarkable. Grecia has not yet 
replaced Persia in Daniel’s historical moment, yet the spiritual prince connected to Grecia 
is already part of the coming conflict. In other words, the shift in world empire that men 
would later record in books and charts had unseen movement attached to it before the 
visible transition took place. History on earth has a prehistory in the unseen realm that men 
cannot access apart from revelation. That is one of the most profound lessons in the 
chapter. 

Think about what that means. The rise of Greece would later be associated with Alexander, 
military brilliance, cultural spread, Hellenistic pressure, and the reshaping of the ancient 
world. All of that is true as far as visible history goes. But Daniel 10 tells you that before 
men saw that empire dominate the stage, there was already conflict tied to “the prince of 
Grecia” (Daniel 10:20). So the earthly shift from Persian to Greek dominance was not 
merely an accident of military genius or political opportunity. It was connected to a layer of 
warfare and movement men on earth would never have discovered if God had not told 
Daniel. 

This is where the worldly historian is exposed as tragically limited. He may know languages, 
dates, inscriptions, troop movements, economics, and treaties. Fine. Let him pile them all 
up in a lecture hall. He still does not know the whole story. He knows the visible sequence. 
He does not know the world behind the sequence unless he receives what God has said. 
Daniel knew something about Persia and Grecia that no secular court scholar could have 
known. He knew there were princes connected to those kingdoms in the unseen realm. The 
Bible is not anti-history. It is larger than history because it reveals the spiritual conflict 
behind it. 

5. Prayer, Revelation, and History Intersect in the Heavenlies 

Another astonishing feature of Daniel 10 is the way prayer, revelation, and history all 
intersect in the unseen realm. Daniel prays. Heaven hears immediately. The messenger is 
sent. Yet conflict in the heavenly places delays the delivery because of resistance from the 



prince of Persia. That means Daniel’s private act of prayer is not isolated from the larger 
movement of empires and unseen rulers. His seeking understanding is bound up with the 
war behind kingdoms. That ought to humble every believer who treats prayer as a 
sentimental exercise detached from the real action of the world. In Daniel 10, prayer is 
caught up in the very machinery of divine revelation and spiritual warfare. 

This is not fantasy religion where everything becomes mystical and undefined. The chapter 
is concrete. There is a real prophet, a real time period, a real Persian setting, a real 
message, a real delay, a real heavenly helper, and a real reference to future Greece. The 
whole thing is anchored in actual history. Yet above and behind that history moves an 
invisible contest. That tells you something important about how limited the natural man is. 
He assumes that what matters most is what he can see. Daniel 10 proves that what 
matters most may often be what he cannot see at all. A man watching palace politics in 
Persia would have no idea that the answer to a prophet’s prayer was being contested by a 
spiritual prince above the political scene. 

That should sober the saint and strip some confidence from the flesh. Men talk big about 
controlling history, influencing nations, steering civilization, or “being on the right side” of 
some social movement. Daniel 10 says there are realities at work above their heads that 
they could never detect by mere human skill. It also says God answers prayer into that 
world. He is not absent from it. He rules over it. But He lets His servant see enough to 
understand that history is not a flat line of visible causes. It is layered, and prayer touches 
layers far beyond what men in power imagine they control. 

6. The Newspaper Never Tells the Whole Story 

One of the great practical lessons of Daniel 10 is this: the newspaper never tells the whole 
story. Neither does the historian. Neither does the professor. Neither does the diplomat. 
Neither does the intelligence analyst. They may tell part of the visible story. They may 
collect facts, trends, and timelines. But Daniel 10 proves that none of them, operating on 
natural sight alone, can tell the whole story. Persia is not only a kingdom on the map. 
Grecia is not only a coming military power. Israel is not only a displaced covenant people. 
Above those realities is conflict involving hidden princes. The political report does not 
include that. The academic monograph does not include that. The world’s commentary 
cannot include it because it does not know it. 

That is why the Bible believer must never let secular explanation become the ceiling of his 
thought. He can read history, learn facts, and observe events. He should. But he must 
never imagine that visible explanation is sufficient explanation. A king’s decree may be real. 
A general’s campaign may be real. A cultural shift may be real. Yet Daniel 10 stands there 



like a blazing sign from God saying, “There is more going on than you can see.” That does 
not mean every event should be interpreted by fevered imagination or dogmatic guesswork. 
It means the believer reads the visible world with humility because he knows there are 
hidden dimensions he would never grasp without the Book. 

The tragedy of the modern age is not that it lacks information. It is drowning in information. 
Its tragedy is that it lacks revelation. Men know more data and less truth. They know 
statistics and miss reality. They know archives and miss the throne. Daniel 10 corrects that 
blindness. It reminds the saint that the world’s version of “the whole picture” is always 
incomplete without what God has spoken. The Book alone tells you why the story is deeper 
than the archive. The Book alone reveals the world behind the world. 

7. Daniel 10 Changes the Way a Bible Believer Reads the Nations 

Once a man sees Daniel 10 clearly, he cannot go back to reading the nations the same way 
again. He understands that kingdoms are not merely blocks of territory run by ambitious 
men. They are also connected to unseen conflict. He does not become superstitious, but 
he does become sober. He understands why recurring patterns of pride, oppression, 
idolatry, and hostility to the purposes of God appear so consistently in empire after empire. 
He understands that there may be more than human appetite involved. He begins to see 
why the Bible speaks of princes, powers, and rulers of darkness later on. Daniel 10 is not an 
isolated curiosity. It is a key that unlocks a whole biblical view of world power. 

This also means the saint stops idolizing political explanation. He may still care about 
government, policy, justice, and truth in public life, but he will not mistake the visible stage 
for the whole theater. He knows there are deeper currents. He knows unseen powers may 
stand behind visible movements. He knows the rise and fall of empires is not merely a 
game of material force. And because he knows that, he also knows something more 
comforting: God is not confused by any of it. The Lord who sent the messenger to Daniel 
knew Persia, knew Grecia, knew Michael, knew the resistance, and knew the outcome. 
Revelation does not show a frightened heaven barely coping with powerful dark princes. It 
shows a sovereign God letting His prophet see enough of the conflict to understand the 
seriousness of the age. 

That gives the believer both realism and rest. Realism, because he no longer thinks in 
childish terms about the nations. Rest, because hidden rulers are still under the ultimate 
rule of God. The prince of Persia resisted, but did not prevail. The prince of Grecia would 
come, but not outside divine knowledge. Michael stands for Daniel’s people, but under the 
Lord of heaven. Daniel 10 is not given so the saint can panic over devils behind 
governments. It is given so he can understand that history is deeper than flesh and blood, 



and yet still governed by the Most High. Once that settles into a man’s mind, he reads the 
newspaper less naively, the textbook less reverently, and the Bible with far more awe. 

Conclusion 

Daniel 10 is one of the most staggering passages in all of Scripture because it openly 
reveals what the earlier essays in this series have been preparing us to see: behind the 
visible kingdoms of this world there are hidden rulers contending in the unseen realm. The 
prince of the kingdom of Persia is not an earthly monarch. The prince of Grecia is not 
merely a future general. Michael is not a poetic emblem. These are princes connected to 
nations and peoples in a realm above the reach of ordinary sight. The text exceeds human 
politics because history itself exceeds human politics. Persia is more than Persia. Grecia is 
more than Grecia. Israel is more than a people in the land. The world is not just what men 
can map, count, and chronicle. There is a world behind the world. 

That is why this chapter stands as one of the great exposures in the Bible. It humbles the 
natural man. It rebukes the scholar who thinks archives explain reality. It rebukes the 
pundit who thinks current events can be interpreted with no reference to the unseen realm. 
It rebukes the Christian who still imagines spiritual warfare is limited to personal 
temptation and private discouragement. Daniel 10 expands the battlefield. It shows that 
prayer, revelation, empires, and heavenly conflict can all intersect in ways only God can 
reveal. It tells you that the visible movements of nations may have hidden opposition and 
hidden contention behind them. The Book alone shows that. 

And once you have seen it, you are supposed to feel the shock of it. You are supposed to 
come away with a lower opinion of man’s explanations and a higher opinion of God’s 
revelation. The newspaper never tells the whole story. The historian never tells the whole 
story. The professor never tells the whole story. Only the Book tells the whole story because 
only the Book reveals the world behind the world. Daniel 10 tears the veil, and through that 
tear the reader sees something unforgettable: behind crowns there are powers, behind 
empires there are princes, and behind the visible movements of history there is a conflict 
only heaven can explain. 

 

 

6 of 12: Hidden Rulers of the World - Michael and the Princes of God 
Main Passage: Daniel 10:13, 21; Daniel 12:1 

Introduction 



One of the dangers in a series like this is that a reader can get so locked in on the powers of 
darkness that he begins thinking about the unseen realm as if the devil owns the whole sky 
and God is somewhere off to the side trying to keep up. That is not Bible. That is bad 
theology, bad doctrine, and bad reading. The Scriptures absolutely reveal hidden rulers of 
darkness. They reveal principalities, powers, rulers of the darkness of this world, and 
spiritual wickedness in high places (Ephesians 6:12). They reveal the prince of the kingdom 
of Persia, the prince of Grecia, the prince of this world, and the prince of the power of the 
air (Daniel 10:13, 20; John 12:31; Ephesians 2:2). But the Bible does not leave the reader 
with the impression that the unseen world is merely a black kingdom full of rebels moving 
unopposed. God has His order there too. God has His host. God has His angels. God has 
His faithful servants. God has princes who stand in relation to His purposes, and Michael is 
one of the clearest examples in all the Book. 

That matters because the Bible does not teach dualism. It does not present the universe as 
two equal and opposite powers locked in an endless arm-wrestling contest to see who 
gains the upper hand this week. The God of the Bible has no equal. “I am God, and there is 
none else; I am God, and there is none like me” (Isaiah 46:9). Satan is not God’s rival in the 
sense of equality. He is God’s creature in rebellion. The princes of darkness are not gods. 
They are created beings operating in revolt under divine limits. Michael, by contrast, is not a 
frightened religious mascot fluttering around the edges of prophecy, hoping the dark rulers 
do not notice him. He is “one of the chief princes” (Daniel 10:13). He is “Michael your 
prince” (Daniel 10:21). He is “the great prince which standeth for the children of thy 
people” (Daniel 12:1). That is rank. That is order. That is government in the unseen realm 
operating under the authority of God. 

So this essay is necessary if the series is going to stay balanced and biblical. We have seen 
princes of darkness tied to nations. We have seen that history is not merely politics on 
earth but conflict connected to the heavenlies. Now we must see that the unseen world is 
not chaos and not demonic monopoly. It is structured. There is rank there, conflict there, 
command there, and boundaries there. Michael stands as one of the great proofs of that 
truth. He is a prince of God’s order. He moves according to divine purpose. He contends in 
real warfare. He stands in relation to God’s covenant dealings with Israel. And through him 
the Bible teaches us that the heavens are not an ungoverned battlefield. They are a realm 
where God’s order remains supreme, even while conflict unfolds within the boundaries of 
His sovereign rule. 

1. Michael Appears as a Chief Prince, Not a Religious Ornament 

The first thing that needs to be established is that Michael is not introduced as a vague 
spiritual symbol. He is introduced as a prince. Daniel 10:13 says, “Michael, one of the chief 



princes, came to help me.” That is precise language. The Holy Ghost does not call him an 
impression, a force, a metaphor, or a poetic emblem. He is “one of the chief princes.” That 
means rank. That means order. That means there is hierarchy in the unseen realm. If there 
are chief princes, then the invisible world is not a fog of equal beings floating around at 
random. It is structured. That one phrase alone should cure the sentimental Christianity 
that talks about angels as if they were decorative clouds with personalities attached. 

Notice also that Michael comes “to help.” He is active, not ornamental. He is not hanging in 
the background to make Daniel feel spiritual. He enters conflict. He assists in real 
contention involving the messenger and the prince of Persia. So from the first moment he 
appears in the central prophetic passage on hidden rulers, Michael is shown as an active 
prince in God’s order, functioning in a role of meaningful assistance in the unseen war. The 
Bible does not waste titles. If he is called a chief prince, there is a reason for it. God wants 
you to understand that the heavenly realm includes loyal rulers under His authority as 
surely as it includes rebellious rulers in opposition. 

That matters because modern religious imagination often strips heavenly beings of 
structure and seriousness. It either sentimentalizes them into harmless ornaments or 
sensationalizes them into objects of obsession. The Bible does neither. Michael is neither a 
cute symbol nor a mystical toy for speculation. He is a prince. He is chief among princes. 
He helps in conflict. He stands in relation to divine purpose. That places him firmly in the 
biblical doctrine of ordered authority in the unseen realm. 

2. Michael Proves the Unseen Realm Includes Faithful Princes 

Daniel 10 does not merely reveal that dark princes exist. It reveals that faithful princes 
exist. If the prince of Persia is a hidden ruler in rebellion against God’s purpose, then 
Michael is the answering proof that not every prince in the unseen realm is fallen. The verse 
sets them in sharp contrast. One withholds and resists. The other helps. One obstructs a 
messenger. The other strengthens the work of that messenger. One is tied to a dark 
obstruction connected to Persia. The other is tied to divine aid and covenant purpose. The 
contrast is deliberate and instructive. The invisible world is not morally uniform. There are 
princes of darkness and princes of God’s order. 

That is a crucial correction to one-sided thinking. Once a reader sees the prince of Persia 
and the prince of Grecia, he may begin imagining the unseen world as a giant demonic 
bureaucracy with no loyal order above it. But Daniel 10 prevents that error immediately. 
Michael appears as a chief prince on the side of God’s revealed purpose. That means the 
unseen realm includes fidelity as well as rebellion, divine service as well as opposition, 
holy order as well as dark hierarchy. The spirit world is not merely populated by 



wickedness. It is also populated by God’s servants, who move under His command and for 
His ends. 

This should also deepen your respect for the biblical doctrine of angels. The angels of God 
are not free-floating spiritual sparks. They are servants in an ordered kingdom. Hebrews 
1:14 calls them “ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of 
salvation.” Psalm 103:20 says, “Bless the LORD, ye his angels, that excel in strength, that 
do his commandments, hearkening unto the voice of his word.” That is government 
language. That is service language. That is order language. Michael stands as one of the 
great witnesses that the heavens contain loyal, powerful, structured service under the 
authority of God. 

3. Michael’s Relation to Israel Shows Covenant Purpose in the Heavenlies 

Daniel 10:21 calls Michael “your prince,” speaking to Daniel in relation to Israel. Then 
Daniel 12:1 says, “And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth 
for the children of thy people.” That is remarkable. Michael is not presented as a random 
angelic fighter detached from history. He stands in relation to Daniel’s people. That means 
the covenant purposes of God for Israel are connected to a heavenly order in which 
Michael has a defined role. He is not Israel’s God. He is not Israel’s Messiah. He is not 
worshiped. But he stands for Daniel’s people in a way the text makes unmistakable. 

That should shake the reader out of his earthbound reading of prophecy. Israel’s story is not 
merely a line of kings, captivities, returns, persecutions, and restorations on the visible 
plane. The nation’s history is tied to heavenly conflict and heavenly guardianship. Michael’s 
role proves that. The people in the land are not just tangled in earthly geopolitics. They are 
bound up with God’s covenant program, and that program is important enough that the 
unseen realm includes designated princely involvement in relation to it. That does not 
mean every detail is revealed. It does mean the Bible gives enough to show that covenant 
history on earth has heavenly significance attached to it. 

And that again keeps the doctrine balanced. Israel is not abandoned to the prince of Persia, 
the prince of Grecia, or any future dark ruler. The nations may rage, empires may rise, and 
hidden princes may contend, but Michael stands in relation to Daniel’s people under the 
sovereignty of God. That is not merely comforting. It is structurally revealing. It tells you that 
the unseen realm includes holy government aligned with God’s covenant purposes. The 
devil may oppose, but he does not own the field uncontested. 

4. Spiritual Conflict Is Real, but It Is Not Dualism 

Now we have to hit this hard because a lot of people get this wrong. Spiritual conflict in 
Scripture is real, but it is not dualism. The Bible does not teach that God and Satan are 



opposite poles on the same level, each struggling to see who comes out on top. That is 
pagan thinking. That is not Christian doctrine. The Lord says, “I am the first, and I am the 
last; and beside me there is no God” (Isaiah 44:6). He says again, “there is none like me” 
(Isaiah 46:9). Satan is not “the dark god” balancing the universe. He is a rebel creature. 
Michael is not “the good god” balancing Satan. He is a servant prince under the Lord. 

That distinction is vital for understanding Michael properly. Michael is mighty, but not 
sovereign. He contends, but not independently. He stands, but only where God appoints 
him to stand. The conflict is real, but all of it unfolds under divine supremacy. That is why 
even in a passage like Jude 9, where “Michael the archangel, when contending with the 
devil,” disputes about the body of Moses, Michael does not rail presumptuously on his own 
authority. He says, “The Lord rebuke thee” (Jude 9). That is one of the clearest verses in the 
Bible for understanding holy power under divine order. Michael does not act like a self-
authorizing rival god. He acts like a mighty servant who knows exactly where ultimate 
authority resides. 

This is one reason Bible doctrine is so much stronger than the feverish spiritual warfare 
junk a lot of people pass around. The Bible gives you a real devil, real conflict, real princes, 
and real warfare, but it keeps all of it inside the supremacy of God. Michael’s greatness 
never threatens God’s uniqueness. Satan’s rebellion never threatens God’s throne. The war 
is real, but it is not a contest between equals. That should give the saint stability. He can 
take the unseen war seriously without sliding into cosmic panic or metaphysical confusion. 

5. Michael Shows Rank, Order, and Boundaries in the Spirit World 

When Daniel calls Michael “one of the chief princes” (Daniel 10:13), and Jude calls him 
“the archangel” (Jude 9), Scripture is giving you rank language. There is structure in the 
unseen world. There are angels. There are archangels. There are princes. There are chief 
princes. There are principalities. There are powers. The spirit world is not an 
undifferentiated mass. It has government-like features because God is a God of order. That 
order existed in creation before rebellion, and traces of that order remain even in the 
description of rebellious powers. Satan’s kingdom is organized because it is a corruption of 
created order, not an invention of original chaos. 

Michael helps you see this from the holy side. He is not only mighty; he is situated. He 
belongs to an order. He functions within boundaries. He acts in a defined role. In Daniel he 
helps in conflict. In Jude he contends in a specific dispute. In Revelation 12 he leads 
warfare: “And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon” 
(Revelation 12:7). There again you see structure. Michael has angels associated with his 



command. The dragon has angels associated with his rebellion. This is not random 
turbulence. It is ordered conflict in the unseen realm. 

That should remind the reader that the heavens are not empty of government simply 
because human eyes cannot see them. On the contrary, the unseen realm is so structured 
that earthly government itself often appears to mirror it in broken form. Thrones, 
dominions, principalities, powers—these categories are not accidental language. 
Colossians 1:16 says Christ created “thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers.” 
The structure of unseen order testifies to the reality of government beyond man’s sight. 
Michael stands in that order as a prince of God’s side, and his role helps the reader 
understand that the invisible world has rank and boundaries, not confusion and accident. 

6. Michael Is Not Barely Surviving; He Stands in Strength 

Another correction that needs to be made is this: Michael is not presented as some 
overmatched good spirit hanging on by his fingernails while darkness almost overruns him. 
That is not the tone of Scripture. Daniel 12:1 says he is “the great prince which standeth for 
the children of thy people.” Revelation 12:7 says, “Michael and his angels fought against 
the dragon.” There is no tremble in that verse. There is no theatrical handwringing. There is 
war, and Michael fights. The dragon is real, the opposition is real, but Michael is not a weak 
placeholder. He is a great prince operating in God’s order with real strength. 

That does not mean he is independent of God or sufficient in himself. It does mean God’s 
side is not flimsy. The faithful heavenly order is not frail sentimentality floating against grim 
powers of darkness. Michael is chief, great, and war-capable. The Book wants you to 
understand that God’s servants in the unseen realm are not decorative attendants. They 
are real ministers of divine purpose, and they operate with strength appropriate to that 
purpose. When Michael appears, it is not to add atmosphere. It is to help, stand, contend, 
and fight. 

This point also guards against the common tendency to over-glorify darkness. Some 
Christians talk about demonic power as if the devil has all the intensity, all the organization, 
all the will, and all the force, while God’s side only has sweetness and sincerity. Nonsense. 
That is not Bible. Psalm 103:20 says God’s angels “excel in strength.” Michael is a chief 
prince. Revelation 12 shows him warring effectively. The powers of darkness are real, but 
do not talk as if holiness is weak. Michael stands as a rebuke to that cowardly imagination. 

7. Michael Prepares the Reader to Understand Principalities Correctly 

The study of Michael does more than balance the series. It prepares the reader to 
understand later references to principalities and powers without confusion. If the only 
hidden rulers you ever considered were fallen ones, you might come to think that all rank 



language in the unseen realm belongs automatically to darkness. Michael proves 
otherwise. Rank itself is not evil. Authority itself is not evil. Order itself is not evil. Those 
things originate with God. They are later corrupted by rebels, but they do not begin with 
rebellion. Michael, as one of the chief princes, shows that princely rank can exist in holy 
fidelity under divine command. 

That is important because when Paul later speaks of principalities and powers, the reader 
must remember that the categories of rulership are rooted in created order. Some 
principalities are described in hostile relation to the church because the context is warfare 
with dark powers. But the very language of order, rank, and authority has deeper roots in 
God’s created government. Michael helps anchor that truth. He keeps the saint from 
imagining the unseen realm as if darkness invented hierarchy. It did not. Darkness hijacked 
what was created good and turned it toward rebellion. 

So Michael stands as both a doctrinal corrective and a revelatory signpost. He corrects 
one-sided fixation on darkness by showing faithful princely order under God. He points 
ahead by helping the reader understand that principalities, princes, and ranks in the 
unseen realm belong to a structured universe governed by God. The devil may corrupt that 
structure on his side, but he does not create the concept. Michael proves that God’s 
heavens are not abandoned, not chaotic, and not ungoverned. They are alive with ordered 
service under the Most High. 

Conclusion 

Michael and the princes of God are essential to this study because they keep the doctrine 
of hidden rulers from tilting into imbalance. Yes, there are princes of darkness. Yes, there 
are hidden rulers opposing God’s purposes. Yes, there is real warfare connected to nations, 
peoples, and the heavenlies. But no, the unseen realm is not the devil’s uncontested 
empire. Michael appears in Scripture as “one of the chief princes” (Daniel 10:13), “your 
prince” (Daniel 10:21), and “the great prince” standing for Daniel’s people (Daniel 12:1). He 
is not fallen. He is not symbolic fluff. He is a prince of God’s order, moving under divine 
command in real conflict. 

That means the spirit world is structured on more than one side. There is rank there, order 
there, authority there, conflict there, and boundaries there. The hidden rulers of darkness 
are creatures, not gods. Michael is mighty, but he is also a creature under God. Spiritual 
conflict is real, but it is not dualism. It is not two equal powers fighting for control of the 
universe. The Lord remains absolute. Michael’s very restraint in Jude 9—“The Lord rebuke 
thee”—shows that even in conflict he operates under recognized divine authority. The 
heavens are not a free-for-all. They are a governed realm. 



And that should leave the reader stronger, not weaker. The saint who studies hidden rulers 
must not become fascinated with darkness. He must become grounded in the order of 
God. Michael teaches him that the unseen world is real, active, and contested, but also 
governed. It is not chaos. It is not demonic monopoly. It is not outside divine command. 
The great prince stands where God appoints him to stand, and that very fact tells you 
something glorious: behind the visible world there is government, and above that 
government there is the throne of the Most High, under whom every faithful prince serves 
and every rebellious prince will finally fall. 

 

 

7 of 12: Hidden Rulers of the World - Satan, the Prince of This World 
Main Passages: John 12:31; John 14:30; John 16:11 

Introduction 

There are titles in the Bible that hit the mind like a hammer, and one of the hardest of them 
all is this one: “the prince of this world.” That is not a phrase some wild-eyed preacher 
invented to spice up a sermon, and it is not the language of medieval superstition handed 
down through church folklore. That title came from the lips of the Lord Jesus Christ 
Himself. He said, “Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be 
cast out” (John 12:31). He said again, “for the prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing 
in me” (John 14:30). Then He said the Spirit would convict “of judgment, because the prince 
of this world is judged” (John 16:11). Those are not careless words. They are exact words. 
They are revealing words. And they tell you plainly that this present world-system, in its 
rebellion against God, has a prince over it. 

Now that title has to be handled carefully, because if you are sloppy with it, you will either 
go liberal and explain it away, or go extreme and start talking as if Satan owns the universe. 
He does not. He is not the rightful owner of the world. “The earth is the LORD’S, and the 
fulness thereof” (Psalm 24:1). God made it. God sustains it. God rules over it. Satan did not 
create one atom, one blade of grass, one ocean, one angel, or one star. He is a creature, 
not a creator. He is a rebel, not a rightful king. But when the Lord calls him “the prince of 
this world,” He is telling you that Satan is the present ruler of the world-system in its fallen 
order, its anti-God movement, its darkness, its rebellion, and its organized hostility to the 
truth. This world as it now operates apart from God is not neutral territory. It is governed in 
its rebellion under a prince. 

That creates one of the great tensions in the New Testament. Satan is active, influential, 
and real. He works, blinds, deceives, tempts, opposes, and rules in the sphere of 



disobedience. Yet the same Lord who names him also announces his doom. He is “the 
prince of this world,” but he is also one who is judged (John 16:11). He comes, but he has 
nothing in Christ (John 14:30). He rules in a sphere, but he is a condemned ruler waiting for 
final removal. That means the Christian must learn to think biblically and not emotionally. 
He must neither underestimate Satan nor overestimate him. He must not treat him like a 
cartoon devil with a pitchfork, and he must not treat him like an equal opposite of God. He 
must see him exactly as Scripture reveals him: a real prince over this fallen world-system, 
powerful and malignant, but doomed, judged, and unable to stand before the sinless Son 
of God. 

1. The Lord Jesus Christ Names Satan the Prince of This World 

The first thing to settle is this: the doctrine does not begin with speculation. It begins with 
Christ. That matters because once the Lord Jesus puts a title on something, every Bible 
believer ought to sit down, shut his mouth, and listen. In John 12:31, the Lord says, “Now is 
the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out” (John 12:31). In 
John 14:30, He says, “for the prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me” (John 
14:30). Then in John 16:11, He says the Spirit will convict “of judgment, because the prince 
of this world is judged” (John 16:11). Three times the Lord names him in direct connection 
with the world. He is not called the prince of hell in those passages, though he certainly has 
relation to that realm. He is called the prince of this world. 

That title means something definite. It means the present world-order, considered in its 
rebellion against God, is operating under a ruler. The world is not merely a pile of 
disconnected bad habits and unfortunate trends. It has direction. It has spirit. It has 
course. It has rulership. That is why the New Testament never talks about “the world” as if it 
were simply a neutral collection of people and places. The world in the Johannine and 
Pauline sense is the organized order of human life in rebellion against God. It is culture 
without Christ, civilization without submission, progress without truth, religion without 
regeneration, morality without the new birth, politics without righteousness, and pleasure 
without holiness. Over that system, the Lord Jesus says, there is a prince. 

That alone demolishes a mountain of modern ignorance. The lost world thinks it is free 
because it has options. It thinks it is enlightened because it has information. It thinks it is 
advanced because it has technology. Christ says it has a prince. That is the diagnosis from 
heaven. Men boast of their autonomy while marching in a course already shaped by a ruler 
they neither acknowledge nor understand. They call it progress. God calls it darkness. They 
call it civilization. God calls it a world-system under a prince. And until a man gets that 
through his head, he will keep misreading what is going on around him. 



2. Satan Is Not the Owner of the World, but the Ruler of Its Fallen System 

Now once you say “prince of this world,” you must make a careful distinction or people will 
get tangled up. Satan is not the owner of the world in the ultimate sense. He does not 
possess original rights over creation. He did not make the heavens and the earth. “In the 
beginning God created the heaven and the earth” (Genesis 1:1). “The earth is the LORD’S” 
(Psalm 24:1). That has never changed. The Most High still rules in the kingdom of men 
(Daniel 4:25). The devil is not sitting on an independent throne outside God’s government. 
He is a usurper, a rebel, a counterfeit ruler in a world-system that has gone wrong through 
sin. His princely status is not rightful ownership but present functional rulership within the 
sphere of rebellion. 

That distinction matters because it keeps the doctrine from going off the rails. If a man says 
Satan is the lawful owner of the world, he is talking nonsense. If he says Satan is merely a 
poetic symbol for bad human tendencies, he is also talking nonsense. The Bible gives you 
the truth right down the middle. Satan is a real being with real influence over the present 
fallen order, but all of it exists under divine limit and under coming judgment. He rules in a 
sphere of rebellion because man, through sin, handed himself over to darkness and 
because the world now lies in wickedness. “The whole world lieth in wickedness” (1 John 
5:19). That is not ownership language. It is condition language. It is dominion language in a 
present fallen sense. 

This is also why the temptation narrative matters so much. In Luke 4:5-6 the devil shows 
the Lord “all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time” and says, “All this power will I 
give thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me” (Luke 4:5-6). Now the devil is 
a liar by nature, but temptation works by mixing what is false with what is partly true. There 
is no reason to think Satan had no delegated power in relation to the kingdoms of this 
world. The very fact that Christ later calls him “the prince of this world” confirms that he 
has present authority in relation to the fallen order. What Christ refuses is not the fact of 
Satan’s temporary power, but the devil’s proposed path to kingship apart from the cross. 
The Lord will inherit the nations lawfully and righteously. Satan manipulates them 
temporarily through rebellion and darkness. 

3. The World-System Is Organized Against God 

When the Bible speaks of “the world” in this sense, it is not simply referring to mountains, 
rivers, houses, and physical existence. It is speaking about an order. It is the organized 
course of human life in alienation from God. That is why 1 John 2:15 says, “Love not the 
world, neither the things that are in the world” (1 John 2:15). Why not? Because “all that is 
in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life” is not of the 



Father (1 John 2:16). That is not talking about sunsets and oak trees. It is talking about the 
moral-spiritual order of this present age, driven by lust, pride, vanity, and rebellion. That 
order is not random. It is governed. It has a prince. 

That helps explain why the world behaves with such eerie consistency. Different 
generations, different empires, different languages, different costumes, different 
technologies, and yet the same old rebellion comes rolling through with fresh paint on it. 
The world still flatters the flesh, worships the eye, and exalts pride. It still resists God’s 
authority. It still prizes what God condemns and mocks what God honors. It still hates the 
new birth, despises holiness, and turns the truth of God into a lie. Why is the pattern so 
constant? Because the world-system has coherence. It has spirit. It has direction. It has a 
prince. 

James nails the matter down when he says, “the friendship of the world is enmity with God” 
(James 4:4). That is one of those verses that wrecks half the modern church growth 
industry. The world is not morally neutral ground waiting to be “engaged” on friendly terms. 
In its present organized state, it is at enmity with God. That does not mean every lost person 
is equally wicked in outward manifestation. It means the whole order is bent against God in 
principle. It is a system of life that excludes Him, resists Him, or uses Him without 
submitting to Him. And over that order, according to Christ, there is a prince. 

4. The Prince of This World Came, but Found Nothing in Christ 

John 14:30 may be one of the most breathtaking verses in the whole doctrine. The Lord 
says, “for the prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me” (John 14:30). That verse 
tells you two things at once. First, Satan is real and active. He comes. He approaches the 
hour of the cross with all the dark pressure of hell around him. He is not asleep. He is not 
absent. He is not imaginary. The prince of this world comes in relation to the greatest 
redemptive event in history. Second, and this is the glory of the thing, he “hath nothing in” 
Christ. There is no hook in the sinless Son of God for Satan to grab onto. No lust. No pride. 
No deceit. No inward agreement with evil. No corruption. No compromising point of 
contact. 

That is where the world’s prince meets the world’s rightful King and finds Himself utterly 
shut out. In every fallen son of Adam, Satan has something to work with. He can appeal to 
pride, lust, self-will, fear, vanity, bitterness, ambition, or unbelief. In Christ he finds nothing. 
That is one of the clearest revelations of the absolute holiness of Jesus Christ in all the 
Bible. The prince of this world can examine, press, tempt, and come near, but he cannot 
find one particle of inward material in Christ that answers to his own nature. The Lord is 



clean where the world is dirty, pure where it is corrupted, obedient where it is rebellious, 
and righteous where it is twisted. 

That verse also explains why Christ alone can break the rule of the prince. No sinful man 
can defeat Satan from within the devil’s own system, because every sinner is 
compromised. But the Lord Jesus Christ enters the field untouched by inward sin. He is not 
under the prince’s authority because there is nothing in Him that belongs to that kingdom. 
He is in the world, but not of it in the absolute sense. He walks through the world-system 
without one inward sympathy for it. So when the prince comes, he comes to a shut door. 
And that shut door is the beginning of his public downfall. 

5. The Cross Was the Judgment of the World and the Prince 

John 12:31 ties the whole matter directly to Calvary: “Now is the judgment of this world: 
now shall the prince of this world be cast out” (John 12:31). That is a staggering statement 
because at the very moment when the world thought it was judging Christ, Christ says the 
world itself is being judged. At the very moment when the rulers of earth and the powers of 
darkness think they are cornering the Son of God, He declares that the prince of this world 
is headed for expulsion. Calvary is not merely the place where sinners can be forgiven. It is 
also the place where the world-system is exposed and its prince is judged. 

Think about what the cross revealed. It revealed what religion will do with God when left to 
itself. It revealed what politics will do with truth when pressure rises. It revealed what the 
crowd will do with innocence when stirred by envy and fear. It revealed what hell will do 
with holiness if given the chance. The world did not reform Christ, welcome Christ, or 
crown Christ. It crucified Him. That one act is the final moral exposure of the world-system. 
It shows the world for what it is in its fallen order: anti-God down to its core. And if the world 
is exposed at the cross, then the prince over that world is exposed with it. 

That is why Colossians 2:15 says Christ, “having spoiled principalities and powers, he 
made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it” (Colossians 2:15). The cross is not 
merely suffering. It is conquest through suffering. The prince of this world moved the whole 
order of rebellion against the Son of God and, in so doing, sealed his own judgment. He 
overplayed his hand. He stirred the rulers to crucify the Lord of glory and thereby walked 
straight into the hidden wisdom of God. The cross is therefore both redemption for 
believers and doom for the ruler of this fallen system. 

6. The Prince of This World Is Still Active, but Already Judged 

Now here is the tension the Christian must learn to live with. John 16:11 says, “the prince of 
this world is judged” (John 16:11). That is present tense in the sense of divine verdict. The 
sentence has been passed. The doom is settled. The ruler has been judged. Yet plainly 



Satan is still active in the present age. He still blinds “the minds of them which believe not” 
(2 Corinthians 4:4). He still works as “the prince of the power of the air” in “the children of 
disobedience” (Ephesians 2:2). He still deceives, tempts, and opposes. So how can he be 
judged and still active? The answer is simple once you understand biblical eschatology and 
the difference between judgment pronounced and judgment fully executed. 

A criminal can be sentenced before the final carrying out of the penalty. That is exactly the 
situation here, only on a cosmic scale. At the cross and through the victory of Christ, the 
prince of this world is judicially defeated. His condemnation is fixed. His downfall is 
certain. His final removal is only a matter of God’s appointed timetable. He is like a 
condemned tyrant still allowed temporary movement before the final public stripping of his 
office. That is why the New Testament can speak both of his present activity and his settled 
doom without contradiction. 

This truth is immensely important for the believer. It keeps him from panic on one side and 
carelessness on the other. He cannot be careless, because the devil still walks about “as a 
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour” (1 Peter 5:8). But he need not 
panic, because the lion is chained by divine decree and his sentence is already written. The 
prince is judged. The final lake of fire awaits him (Revelation 20:10). So the Christian faces 
a real enemy, but not a victorious one. He faces an active prince, but a condemned prince. 
He faces a dangerous ruler, but one who is already under the shadow of certain and 
irreversible doom. 

7. Christ Alone Is the Rightful King Over a Usurped World 

The doctrine of the prince of this world only makes full sense when set against the person 
of Jesus Christ. Satan is prince in the present fallen order, but Christ is the rightful King. 
Revelation 1:5 calls Him “the prince of the kings of the earth” (Revelation 1:5). He is not 
merely one king among others. He is the One to whom all kings answer. Psalm 2 says the 
Father declares, “Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion” (Psalm 2:6). The devil is a 
prince over a rebellious order for a time. Christ is the ordained ruler before whom every 
knee shall bow. One rules by deception in a temporary usurpation. The other rules by right, 
by righteousness, and by eternal decree. 

This contrast explains the whole drama of the age. The world-system is presently under a 
usurping prince, which is why it looks as it does—dark, proud, seductive, anti-God, and 
unstable. But the rightful King has already come, already conquered at Calvary, already 
risen from the dead, and already been exalted. The only thing remaining is the final public 
execution of what has already been secured. That is why the age is tense. The usurper still 



moves, but the rightful King has already triumphed. The liar still deceives, but the truth has 
already appeared. The prince still operates in darkness, but the Light has already shined. 

That also means the believer’s loyalty must be settled. He cannot serve both. He cannot 
flirt with the world-system and claim full allegiance to Christ. He cannot love the order 
ruled by the prince of this world and remain spiritually healthy. He belongs to another 
kingdom. “Our conversation is in heaven” (Philippians 3:20). He has been “delivered… from 
the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son” 
(Colossians 1:13). So the doctrine is not merely for theological interest. It is for separation, 
discernment, courage, and worship. It tells the Christian where he lives, who rules the 
fallen order around him, and who his true King is. 

Conclusion 

Satan as the prince of this world is one of the most sobering revelations in the New 
Testament because it explains the present moral and spiritual shape of the age. The world 
is not neutral. It is not merely flawed. It is not simply wandering without direction. It is 
governed in its rebellion under a prince. That prince is not the rightful owner of creation, but 
he is the present ruler of the fallen world-system in its darkness, pride, lust, and enmity 
against God. The Lord Jesus Christ says so plainly in John 12:31, John 14:30, and John 
16:11. That title should not be softened, ignored, or explained away. It should be received 
with the force Christ gave it. 

At the same time, the title must be framed biblically. Satan is powerful, but not sovereign. 
He is active, but not ultimate. He is influential, but not equal to God. He is a prince over a 
condemned order. He comes, but he has nothing in Christ. He rules in the sphere of 
rebellion, but he is judged already. The cross exposed his kingdom, stripped his 
pretensions, and secured his doom. So the Christian lives in a world still groaning under 
the influence of a dark prince, but he does so knowing that the sentence has been passed 
and the rightful King will soon take public possession of what is already His by right. 

That is why the doctrine leaves you both sobered and strengthened. It sobers you because 
it explains why the world is what it is. It strengthens you because it reminds you that this 
prince is not forever. The believer is not fighting for a doubtful outcome. He is standing in 
the victory of the One whom the prince could not touch inwardly, could not hold in the 
grave, and cannot dethrone from glory. The prince of this world is real. His system is real. 
His influence is real. But his doom is just as real, and his final removal is as certain as the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

 

 



8 of 12: Hidden Rulers of the World - The Prince of the Power of the Air 
Main Passage: Ephesians 2:1-3 

Introduction 

There are some verses in Paul’s epistles that ought to hit a saved man like cold iron against 
the teeth, and Ephesians 2:2 is one of them. Paul says that before salvation, believers 
“walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the 
air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience” (Ephesians 2:2). Now that is 
not sentimental religion. That is not a soft devotional thought stitched on a pillow. That is a 
divine diagnosis of the entire lost world. It tells you that fallen men are not merely making 
occasional mistakes, wandering into a few private vices, and trying to do better next year 
with some motivational slogans and a fresh journal. Paul says they are walking according to 
a course. That course belongs to this world. That course is connected to a prince. That 
prince is tied to a power of the air. And that whole system is energized by a spirit now 
working in the children of disobedience. If that verse does not wake a man up, it is because 
he is sleeping with his eyes open. 

In the last essay we saw Satan as “the prince of this world” from the words of the Lord 
Jesus Christ Himself (John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11). That title showed us that Satan is the 
present ruler of the fallen world-system in its rebellion against God. But now Paul takes the 
doctrine one step closer to the skin. He does not merely show Satan in relation to 
kingdoms, empires, or large historical structures. He shows him as “the prince of the power 
of the air” (Ephesians 2:2). That means we are no longer speaking only about ancient 
Persia, future movements of nations, or broad world rulership in a distant sense. We are 
now dealing with the present invisible sphere in which spiritual influence operates through 
the daily course of this age. The air in the passage is not simply the stuff you breathe 
through your nose. It is the unseen environment of present operation, the sphere in which 
invisible power moves through culture, thought, desire, rebellion, and mass disobedience. 

That is why this doctrine gets uncomfortably close to home. Hidden rulers are not only “out 
there” behind ancient empires or behind some future global arrangement at the end of the 
age. They are at work now in the present course of this world, shaping the atmosphere of 
rebellion, blinding minds, energizing disobedience, and driving men further from God while 
convincing them they are free. That is the devil’s masterpiece. He rules men while they 
boast of autonomy. He blinds them while they congratulate themselves on being 
enlightened. He drives them in a course while they celebrate individuality. Paul rips the 
mask off the whole thing. Lost humanity is not free in the sense it imagines. It is walking 
according to a ruler it does not even acknowledge. And once a man sees that from 



Scripture, he will never again look at the madness of the age as mere social confusion. He 
will see it for what it is: invisible rulership becoming visible rebellion. 

1. Paul Diagnoses the Lost World as Walking According to a Course 

The first thing to notice in Ephesians 2:2 is the word “course.” Paul says, “Wherein in time 
past ye walked according to the course of this world” (Ephesians 2:2). That means the 
world is not just a pile of isolated choices lying around like junk in a garage. It has direction. 
It has movement. It has momentum. It has a pattern. Lost men do not merely stumble 
around in random sin with no organizing influence over them. They walk according to a 
course. That course may twist from age to age in its outward forms, but it always runs in the 
same essential direction—away from God, against truth, against holiness, against the 
claims of Jesus Christ. 

That one word destroys the flattering lie that the world is morally neutral. People talk today 
as if society is just a collection of individuals “finding their own path.” Paul says there is a 
path already laid out. It is a course. Men imagine they are experimenting, exploring, 
expressing, and becoming. God says they are walking according to something already in 
motion. That means the age itself has a pattern of disobedience built into it. The fashions 
change. The slogans change. The sins get renamed and repackaged. But the direction stays 
the same. The course of this world always runs downhill from God, never uphill toward 
Him. 

This is why the world can look so different in different centuries and yet feel spiritually 
identical in its rebellion. Ancient idolatry, imperial arrogance, sexual corruption, 
bloodshed, greed, vanity, mockery of truth, and hatred of righteousness all reappear in new 
costumes. Why? Because men are not inventing a thousand separate roads. They are 
walking the same course. The river bends and twists, but it flows in one direction. Paul’s 
language is devastating because it tells the sinner he is not as original as he thinks he is. He 
is moving with a current. 

2. The Course of the World Is Tied to a Prince 

Paul does not stop with the course. He says that course is followed “according to the 
prince of the power of the air” (Ephesians 2:2). That means the world’s movement is not 
self-generated chaos. It is linked to rulership. It has a prince over it. Once again, the Bible 
shatters the modern fantasy that evil is just an unfortunate collection of human mistakes 
with no higher organization to it. The world has a course because the world has a prince. 
That prince is Satan. The same one Christ called “the prince of this world” is here called 
“the prince of the power of the air.” The titles complement each other. One shows his 



relation to the fallen world-order. The other shows the sphere through which his present 
influence operates. 

This means the age is not merely bad; it is governed in its rebellion. That is what makes the 
thing so serious. A man can handle “bad influence” as a vague social concept if he wants 
to remain spiritually stupid. But Paul is not giving him vague influence. He is giving him 
rulership. A prince is not a mood. A prince is not a trend. A prince is not a literary device. A 
prince rules. So if the world’s course is according to a prince, then the world’s 
disobedience is not merely psychological drift. It is connected to government in the unseen 
realm. That is a far more severe diagnosis than anything psychiatry, sociology, or political 
theory can offer. 

The world hates that doctrine because it exposes the false nobility of its rebellion. Lost men 
want to imagine themselves as brave freethinkers breaking out of old restraints. Paul says 
they are walking according to a prince. They think they are liberating themselves. In reality, 
they are following a ruler. They think they are escaping control. In reality, they are under it. 
The sinner who boasts of independence while walking according to the prince of the power 
of the air is like a mule congratulating itself on originality while pulling the same cart down 
the same road every day. 

3. The Air Is the Sphere of Present Invisible Operation 

Now we come to the expression that makes this doctrine particularly striking: “the prince of 
the power of the air” (Ephesians 2:2). The “air” in this passage should not be flattened into 
physical atmosphere only, as though Paul were simply talking about weather patterns or 
oxygen. He is describing the unseen sphere of present operation, the invisible environment 
through which spiritual influence moves in this age. It is the realm around men, over men, 
and through which the present power of darkness exerts influence in the course of this 
world. It is invisible, near, constant, and active. The point is not that demons are made of 
vapor. The point is that the rule is operating through an unseen sphere that men live in every 
day without recognizing its power. 

That is what makes the language so unnerving. A man may understand a tyrant on a throne 
in a distant capital. He may understand armies, borders, and public decrees. But Paul says 
the ruler of this world-order works in “the air.” That means the influence is not confined to 
one palace, one parliament, one battlefield, or one ancient empire. It permeates the 
present age. It moves through the unseen environment of life in this world. The sinner lives 
under it, breathes in it, thinks in it, absorbs it, and walks in it without knowing what he is 
breathing. That is why the lost world can be so thoroughly conditioned by darkness while 
imagining itself rational and free. 



This also helps explain why the New Testament speaks so often of vigilance, sobriety, and 
spiritual armor. The saint is not facing only visible opposition. He is living in a contested 
environment. The power of darkness is not merely in some remote satanic headquarters. It 
is active in the present age, in the course of this world, in the atmosphere of rebellion 
shaping human life. That does not mean a believer becomes superstitious about every 
shadow. It does mean he stops thinking like a natural man. He realizes the age itself is 
spiritually charged, and not in a harmless way. 

4. The Spirit Works in the Children of Disobedience 

Paul goes still further. He says the prince of the power of the air is “the spirit that now 
worketh in the children of disobedience” (Ephesians 2:2). That is one of the strongest 
spiritual diagnoses in the whole Bible. Lost men do not merely commit sins from time to 
time. There is a spirit now working in them as children of disobedience. That does not erase 
human responsibility. They are still guilty for their choices. It does mean those choices are 
not taking place in a vacuum. Their disobedience is energized by a spirit at work in them. 
That is why unbelief, rebellion, moral inversion, hostility to truth, and hatred of God can 
become so deeply settled in whole cultures and generations. There is active spiritual 
operation involved. 

Now be careful here. Paul is not saying every lost person is possessed in the sensational 
sense people love to imagine. He is saying there is a spirit at work in the children of 
disobedience. The operation is broader than possession. It is influence, energizing, 
direction, inward movement toward rebellion. It is the devil’s kingdom working through the 
fallen nature of man in the course of this age. Lost men supply the willing flesh, the corrupt 
heart, and the guilty choices. The spirit supplies the present energizing force that keeps the 
whole thing moving away from God. That is why the world’s rebellion often looks larger than 
the sum of individual bad decisions. It is larger, because there is organized spiritual 
influence behind it. 

This is also why simple moral reform can never save the world. You are not dealing only 
with habits. You are dealing with rulership and spiritual operation. A man can clean up his 
language, straighten his tie, get a job, balance his checkbook, and still be under the spirit 
that now worketh in the children of disobedience. Civilization without regeneration is still 
under the prince. Politeness without the new birth is still under the prince. Education 
without Christ is still under the prince. The trouble is deeper than manners. It reaches into 
the operating power behind lost humanity itself. 

5. Lost Humanity Imagines Itself Free While Walking Under Rule 



One of the most humiliating truths in this passage is that the unbelieving world imagines 
itself free while actually walking according to a ruler. Nobody boasts of autonomy louder 
than a lost man intoxicated with his own intellect. He thinks he is choosing for himself, 
thinking for himself, defining reality for himself, and throwing off outdated restraints. Paul 
says he is walking according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the 
power of the air (Ephesians 2:2). In other words, the very man who thinks he has finally 
become his own master is the one most thoroughly in step with a ruler he does not even 
acknowledge. That is devastating. It is also true. 

The devil’s power is often greatest where it is least recognized. If he came to every sinner in 
a red suit with a pitchfork, most people would run. So he works through atmosphere, 
assumptions, appetite, culture, vanity, desire, ideology, and the course of the age. He 
makes rebellion feel natural, flattering, and liberated. He persuades the sinner that 
throwing off God is maturity. He teaches him to call bondage freedom. That is why the 
children of disobedience can be so proud while marching in chains. They do not hear the 
chains. They call them self-expression. They do not see the leash. They call it authenticity. 

This is one reason the gospel is such an offense. It tells a man he is not as free as he 
imagines. It tells him he is not merely “exploring.” He is enslaved. He is not merely “on a 
journey.” He is lost. He is not merely “deconstructing.” He is rebelling. He is not merely 
“living his truth.” He is walking according to the prince of the power of the air. That message 
cuts across all the flattering lies the world tells about itself, which is why it is hated. But 
hated truth is still truth. 

6. Invisible Rulership Becomes Visible Culture, Morality, and Delusion 

This doctrine becomes especially powerful when you begin to see how invisible rulership 
shows itself visibly. The prince of the power of the air does not remain a hidden theological 
concept with no earthly fruit. His rule becomes visible in culture, morality, pride, rebellion, 
mass delusion, and organized hostility to God. The world does not just happen to celebrate 
lust, glorify self, normalize perversion, commercialize vanity, monetize greed, and mock 
holiness. Those things are visible symptoms of an invisible rulership. They are not the 
whole story, but they are evidence of the story. 

Look around the age and you can see the course. Truth is inverted. Evil is praised as 
liberation. Good is condemned as oppression. Shame is removed from sin and attached 
instead to righteousness. Pride is enthroned as virtue. Self-worship is dressed up as 
identity. Blasphemy is called honesty. Confusion is called compassion. That is not merely 
society “changing.” That is the children of disobedience walking according to a spirit at 
work in them. It is the prince of the power of the air making his rule visible through the 



moral and cultural shape of the age. The atmosphere becomes policy. The spirit becomes 
art. The rebellion becomes curriculum. The delusion becomes law. 

And once you see that, the madness of the age starts making sense in a biblical way. Not a 
comforting way, but a clear way. Why do masses of people cheer what destroys them? Why 
do civilizations rush proudly toward moral collapse while congratulating themselves on 
progress? Why does the same rebellion keep coming back in new forms? Because the 
world is not merely making detached decisions. It is moving according to a course under a 
prince. The invisible ruler becomes visible disorder. That is what Ephesians 2 explains so 
devastatingly. 

7. Only the New Birth Delivers a Man from This Prince 

Paul’s great mercy in Ephesians 2 is that he does not leave the saint in his past condition. 
He says, “And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins” (Ephesians 
2:1). Then after describing the old walk, he says, “But God, who is rich in mercy… even 
when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ” (Ephesians 2:4-5). 
There is the only way out. You do not educate a man out from under the prince of the power 
of the air. You do not legislate him out. You do not flatter him out. You do not socialize him 
out. You quicken him out. He must be made alive together with Christ. He must be born 
again. 

That is because the problem is not merely conduct. It is death. The sinner is dead in 
trespasses and sins (Ephesians 2:1). Dead men do not fix themselves. They do not 
rehabilitate themselves into life. They need resurrection power. So when God saves a man, 
He does not merely hand him better habits. He transfers him from one realm to another. 
Colossians 1:13 says God “hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath 
translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son.” That is the answer to the prince of the 
power of the air. Not moral self-improvement, but divine deliverance. 

This also means the church must stop acting as though the world’s deepest need is 
strategy, influence, respectability, or therapeutic adjustment. The world’s deepest need is 
rescue from a ruler. Men need to be delivered from the course of this world and from the 
spirit now working in the children of disobedience. The gospel is not one helpful option 
among many. It is the line between bondage and liberty, darkness and light, death and life. 
Once a man sees Ephesians 2 clearly, he stops talking about salvation like it is a lifestyle 
enhancement. It is emancipation from a prince. 

Conclusion 

The title “the prince of the power of the air” opens a terrifyingly practical layer of this whole 
study. Satan is not only the prince of this world in the broad sense of ruling the fallen world-



system; he is also the prince of the power of the air, the unseen sphere of present spiritual 
operation in the course of this age. That means hidden rulership is not merely something 
attached to ancient empires, prophetic nations, or distant global structures. It is active 
now. It permeates the present environment of rebellion. It energizes the children of 
disobedience. It shapes the course of this world. Ephesians 2 is not abstract theology. It is 
a living explanation of why the age behaves the way it does. 

That diagnosis is devastating because it strips the lost world of its self-flattering lies. It says 
the sinner is not free in the way he imagines. He is walking according to a course. He is 
walking according to a prince. He is moving under a spirit at work in him. The world’s 
rebellion is therefore not merely a collection of private bad choices. It is organized 
disobedience under hidden rulership. Culture, morality, mass delusion, pride, vanity, and 
hostility to truth all become visible evidence of that invisible rule. The world’s atmosphere 
is not neutral. It is charged with spiritual rebellion. 

But the chapter does not end in darkness. “But God” steps into the sentence (Ephesians 
2:4). That is the glory of the gospel. The same God who reveals the ruler also provides the 
rescue. He quickens the dead, raises the sinner, and seats the believer in Christ. So the 
saint reads Ephesians 2 with two emotions at once: horror at what he once was, and 
gratitude for what grace has done. He was once under the prince of the power of the air. 
Now he belongs to another kingdom. He once walked in the course of this world. Now he 
walks in newness of life. And because he knows what the age really is, he is no longer 
fooled by its slogans, intoxicated by its praise, or intimidated by its rebellion. He knows who 
rules its darkness, and he knows who delivered him from it. 

 

 

9 of 12: Hidden Rulers of the World - Principalities, Powers, and Spiritual Wickedness 
Main Passage: Ephesians 6:10-18 

Introduction 

By the time a Bible believer reaches Ephesians 6, he ought to be past the nursery stage of 
Christian thinking. He ought to know by then that the world is not neutral, that Satan is not 
a cartoon, that hidden rulers are not medieval superstition, and that history is not 
explained by visible causes alone. He ought to have learned from Daniel that princes stand 
behind kingdoms, from the Gospels that Satan is the prince of this world, and from 
Ephesians 2 that the prince of the power of the air works in the children of disobedience. 
But now Paul gathers the whole thing into one of the strongest doctrinal statements in the 
New Testament and refuses to let the church pretend its real enemies are merely earthly. 



He says, “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places” (Ephesians 6:12). That is not a slogan for a youth conference. That is the plain 
statement of the believer’s actual environment in this present age. 

Now notice what Paul does not say. He does not say the church wrestles merely against 
bad moods, toxic personalities, unfortunate social conditions, or difficult political 
climates. He does not reduce the struggle to psychology, sociology, economics, or public 
policy. Those things may all be involved in the visible arena, but Paul goes beneath them. 
He says the real conflict is with principalities, powers, rulers of darkness, and spiritual 
wickedness in high places. That is organized opposition. That is structured evil. That is 
invisible government in rebellion against God. The Christian who ignores that is not being 
balanced. He is being blind. At the same time, the Christian who turns this into wild 
superstition and starts seeing a named devil behind every flat tire, every headache, and 
every disagreement is not being spiritual either. He is being foolish. Paul’s teaching 
demands sober realism. The enemies are real, but they are not sovereign. They are active, 
but they are not ultimate. They are dangerous, but they are not beyond the authority of 
Jesus Christ. 

So this essay stands at the doctrinal center of the whole series. Here we gather the full 
language of Paul and face it head-on. Principalities, powers, rulers of the darkness of this 
world, and spiritual wickedness in high places are not decorative synonyms tossed 
together for rhetorical effect. They describe a real kingdom of darkness with rank, order, 
influence, hostility, and activity. Spiritual warfare is not a dramatic phrase for emotional 
Christians who want to sound intense. It is the believer’s actual condition in this age. The 
saint lives in contested territory. He is not home yet. He is not floating in a neutral 
atmosphere. He is called to stand in armor because there is an enemy to stand against. 
And if he is going to stand, he had better know what he is standing against and how God 
has equipped him to do it. 

1. Paul Describes a Real Kingdom of Darkness, Not a Metaphor 

The first thing to settle is that Ephesians 6:12 is not metaphorical fluff. Paul is not using 
dramatic language merely to make moral struggle sound exciting. He says plainly, “we 
wrestle not against flesh and blood” (Ephesians 6:12). That does not mean flesh and blood 
are never involved in the believer’s suffering. They are often involved. Persecutors are flesh 
and blood. False teachers are flesh and blood. Tyrants are flesh and blood. Betrayers are 
flesh and blood. But Paul says the deeper conflict is not exhausted by them. It goes 
beneath them. The visible opponent is often only the instrument or surface expression of a 



larger unseen hostility. The church’s real warfare is with entities and forces in the unseen 
realm. 

That should immediately destroy the lazy reductionism of the modern age. People love to 
explain everything in terms of psychology, class struggle, trauma, politics, environment, or 
social structure. Paul says there is more going on than that. The church’s enemies are not 
merely disordered impulses in the collective human mind. They are principalities and 
powers. They are rulers of darkness. They are spiritual wickedness in high places. That is 
not poetry replacing reality. That is revelation expanding reality. The apostle is telling you 
what the deepest layer of the struggle actually is. 

This is why the believer must never become a naturalist in Christian clothing. He may use 
common sense. He may observe circumstances. He may evaluate visible causes. But he 
must never think visible causes tell the whole story. Paul is not anti-visible reality; he is 
simply refusing to stop there. A Christian can lose the war before he begins if he identifies 
the enemy too low. If he thinks the whole battle is against institutions, personalities, 
systems, or trends, he is fighting shadows while the real enemy moves behind them. 

2. Principalities and Powers Indicate Rank and Structure 

When Paul says “principalities” and “powers,” he is not throwing out vague religious 
language. He is using terms of rank and authority. The word “principalities” points to chief 
rulerships or first-level authorities in a structured order. The word “powers” speaks of 
authorities operating with delegated force or influence. Together they indicate that the 
kingdom of darkness is not a mob of random rebels running in all directions without 
organization. It is structured. There is rank there. There is order there. There is design there. 
Evil in the unseen realm has hierarchy because it is a corruption of created order, not the 
invention of original chaos. 

You can see this pattern throughout Scripture. Daniel 10 gives you the prince of Persia, the 
prince of Grecia, and Michael one of the chief princes (Daniel 10:13, 20-21). Colossians 
1:16 speaks of “thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers” as categories in the 
visible and invisible creation. Colossians 2:15 says Christ “spoiled principalities and 
powers” at the cross. The language repeats because the categories are real. Paul is not 
making up a taxonomy to sound sophisticated. He is naming an actual order of invisible 
opposition. The devil’s kingdom has command structure because rebellion parasitically 
imitates what God created in righteous order. 

That also helps explain why darkness often appears so coordinated in history. False religion 
props up tyranny. Tyranny reinforces deception. Deception produces moral corruption. 
Moral corruption invites judgment. The system keeps feeding itself because it is not 



random. There is structure behind it. The visible world often reflects that structure 
imperfectly, but the invisible kingdom operates with grim coherence. Principalities and 
powers are part of that coherence, and a church that refuses to believe that will keep 
misreading the times. 

3. The Rulers of the Darkness of This World Govern in a Sphere of Moral Night 

Paul then adds another phrase: “the rulers of the darkness of this world” (Ephesians 6:12). 
That phrase should not be blurred into the earlier ones as if it says nothing new. It speaks of 
governing power in relation to the moral and spiritual darkness of this present age. 
Darkness in Scripture is more than lack of information. It is blindness, alienation from God, 
hatred of truth, and a moral environment in which sin thrives and holiness is despised. So 
when Paul speaks of rulers of the darkness of this world, he is showing that the present age 
in its fallen state has governing unseen powers tied to its darkness. 

This lines up perfectly with everything we have already seen. Satan is the prince of this 
world (John 12:31). He is the prince of the power of the air (Ephesians 2:2). The world lies in 
wickedness (1 John 5:19). Men love darkness rather than light because their deeds are evil 
(John 3:19). Paul is now showing that darkness itself is not merely an accidental condition. 
It is part of a governed order. There are rulers tied to it. The age is not dim by chance. It is 
dark under hidden leadership. The minds of unbelievers are not merely underinformed; 
they are blinded by “the god of this world” (2 Corinthians 4:4). 

That helps the believer understand why darkness often has such persistence and 
resilience. You would think truth, once stated plainly, would immediately dissolve 
confusion. But darkness is not merely ignorance. It is governed opposition. That is why 
whole cultures can be saturated with lies and still defend them as virtue. That is why 
masses of people can celebrate their own bondage as freedom. That is why light can shine 
and be hated. The rulers of the darkness of this world are not mere literary devices. They 
are part of why darkness feels so organized. 

4. Spiritual Wickedness in High Places Means Evil Operates in the Heavenlies 

Then Paul names “spiritual wickedness in high places” (Ephesians 6:12). That expression 
deepens the matter even further. The conflict is not merely earthly and not merely 
atmospheric in the general sense. It reaches into “high places,” that is, the heavenly or 
unseen realms where spiritual conflict is active. This does not mean God’s throne is 
contaminated or that heaven in its highest sense is morally mixed. It means the unseen 
realm above and around the present order includes wicked spiritual activity. This lines up 
with Daniel 10, where conflict occurs in relation to Persia and Grecia in the unseen realm, 



and with Revelation 12, where there is war in heaven and the dragon and his angels are cast 
out (Revelation 12:7-9). 

This matters because it tells the believer that evil is not only on the ground floor of human 
life. It reaches upward into realms beyond ordinary sight. The church is not simply fighting 
sinful tendencies in human society. It is standing in a war that has heavenly dimensions. 
That is why the armor in Ephesians 6 is not ornamental language. You do not need the 
shield of faith to handle an awkward social situation. You need it when fiery darts are 
coming from an unseen enemy (Ephesians 6:16). The scale of the provision matches the 
scale of the danger. Paul’s doctrine is not exaggerated. It is measured to reality. 

At the same time, this phrase must be handled with discipline. It does not authorize a 
Christian to invent heavenly maps the Bible never gives or to speak with swaggering 
certainty about every movement in the unseen world. Scripture reveals enough to make the 
war plain, not enough to satisfy every curiosity. Spiritual wickedness in high places means 
exactly what God intends it to mean: wicked spiritual forces operate in the unseen realm 
and are part of the church’s actual opposition. That should produce sobriety, not fantasy. 

5. The Christian Must Avoid Both Naturalism and Superstition 

Now here is where balance becomes crucial. One extreme ignores these passages and 
reduces everything to psychology, sociology, ideology, or politics. That extreme is common 
today, and it often hides behind intellectual respectability. It is the Christianized naturalism 
that talks about systems, structures, trauma, power dynamics, and mental frameworks 
while quietly draining the spiritual reality out of the Bible. It reads Ephesians 6 and nods 
politely, then goes right back to explaining all conflict as if principalities and powers were 
just ancient metaphors. That is unbelief dressed up in academic language. Paul did not say 
“we wrestle against social complexity.” He said “we wrestle… against principalities” 
(Ephesians 6:12). 

The other extreme is just as bad in its own way. It sees a named devil behind every 
inconvenience and turns spiritual warfare into a hobby for unstable minds. Everything 
becomes a demon of this, a spirit of that, a territorial entity behind every sore throat, 
parking ticket, and household disagreement. That is not discernment. That is foolishness. 
The Bible never teaches the believer to become careless, theatrical, or obsessed with 
assigning demonic causes to every ordinary difficulty. It calls him to vigilance, truth, 
sobriety, and armor. A Christian can become so superstitious that he ends up replacing 
biblical realism with imaginative nonsense, and in doing so he becomes less useful, not 
more. 



The biblical path is sober realism. The unseen enemies are real. They are structured. They 
are hostile. They are active. But they are not sovereign, not omnipresent, and not beyond 
the authority of Christ. The believer does not deny them, and he does not dramatize them. 
He recognizes them where Scripture reveals them and stands where Scripture commands 
him to stand. That kind of balance is not boring. It is powerful. It keeps a man from both 
blindness and hysteria. 

6. Spiritual Warfare Is the Believer’s Actual Environment 

Paul does not present spiritual warfare as an optional advanced topic for especially intense 
Christians. He presents it as the actual environment of the church in this present age. “Be 
strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on the whole armour of God” 
(Ephesians 6:10-11). Why? “That ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil” 
(Ephesians 6:11). That is not written to missionaries only, prophets only, or persecuted 
saints only. It is written to believers as believers. The church lives in contested territory. 
Every saint needs armor because every saint lives in a war, whether he is naive enough to 
recognize it or not. 

That truth changes the way you read ordinary Christian life. Temptation is not merely bad 
impulse. Discouragement is not merely low mood. False doctrine is not merely intellectual 
error. Persecution is not merely social friction. Division is not merely personality conflict. 
There may be visible elements in all of those things, but Paul says the church’s struggle is 
deeper. The wiles of the devil are active, and the kingdom of darkness is organized. That 
means Christian living is not passive drifting. It is standing. It is resisting. It is withstanding. 
“And having done all, to stand” (Ephesians 6:13). 

This is also why the Christian life cannot be lived successfully by fleshly strength. Paul does 
not say be strong in yourself. He says, “Be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might” 
(Ephesians 6:10). A man who tries to fight principalities with personality, powers with 
charisma, rulers of darkness with positivity, and spiritual wickedness with self-confidence 
is already defeated. The nature of the conflict requires divine provision. That is why Paul 
moves directly from naming the enemies to describing the armor. Doctrine and duty meet 
in that connection. 

7. God’s Answer Is Truth, Righteousness, Faith, Salvation, and the Word 

Paul’s answer to this organized kingdom of darkness is not mystical technique. It is armor 
rooted in God’s own provision. “Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and 
having on the breastplate of righteousness” (Ephesians 6:14). Then come the shoes of 
gospel peace, the shield of faith, the helmet of salvation, and “the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God” (Ephesians 6:15-17). That is one of the most glorious parts of the 



whole passage. God does not leave the saint staring at a terrifying enemy with empty 
hands. He clothes him. He arms him. He grounds him in realities that belong to Christ and 
to the gospel. 

Notice how unromantic the armor is. Truth. Righteousness. Faith. Salvation. The word of 
God. Prayer. Those are not sensational gimmicks. They are the very things fleshly Christians 
often undervalue because they want something more dramatic. But that is exactly why they 
lose ground. The devil is old. His kingdom is structured. His wiles are subtle. The answer is 
not excitement. The answer is truth held firmly, righteousness guarded, faith lifted, 
salvation understood, the word wielded, and prayer continued “with all perseverance” 
(Ephesians 6:18). The church does not defeat darkness by acting impressive. It stands in 
what God has already provided. 

That also reinforces the balanced view of the whole doctrine. The hidden rulers of this 
world form a real kingdom, but the Christian is not called to become preoccupied with 
cataloging them. He is called to stand against them. He is not told to master secret names 
and obscure methods. He is told to put on the whole armor of God. That keeps the focus 
where it belongs—not on the glamour of the enemy, but on the sufficiency of Christ and His 
provision. A saint who knows the armor well is far more dangerous to the kingdom of 
darkness than a saint who can talk endlessly about demons and never seems to open his 
Bible. 

Conclusion 

Principalities, powers, rulers of the darkness of this world, and spiritual wickedness in high 
places form a real kingdom of invisible opposition. Paul’s language in Ephesians 6 is not 
decorative and not metaphorical in the weak modern sense. He is naming the church’s 
actual enemies in this present age. There is rank there, order there, influence there, hostility 
there, and active opposition to the people of God. Spiritual warfare is therefore not a slogan 
borrowed by dramatic Christians. It is the believer’s real condition between the first advent 
and the second. He lives in a war whether he wants to acknowledge it or not. 

But the doctrine must be handled biblically. The Christian must not collapse into 
naturalism and explain everything away in psychological or political terms. Neither must he 
slide into superstition and treat every inconvenience as a direct demonic assignment with 
a label attached to it. The biblical path is sober realism. The enemies are real, but they are 
not sovereign. They are dangerous, but they are judged in principle through the triumph of 
Christ. They are active, but they are not beyond the authority of the One who spoiled 
principalities and powers at the cross (Colossians 2:15). 



So by this point in the series, the reader should feel the weight of the thing and the 
steadiness of the answer. The hidden rulers of this world form a kingdom, but the church is 
not abandoned before them. It is called to stand. It is clothed in armor. It is armed with 
truth, righteousness, faith, salvation, the word of God, and prayer. That is not less than 
dramatic enough; it is the deepest drama in the world. The saint stands in a real war against 
a real kingdom of darkness, and he does so under the authority of a real Christ who has 
already secured the victory that makes all true standing possible. 

 

 

10 of 12: Hidden Rulers of the World - The Hidden Wisdom That Defeated the Princes 
Main Passage: 1 Corinthians 2:7-8 

Introduction 

If this series has been climbing a mountain, this is the ridge where the whole landscape 
suddenly opens at once. We have traced princes in their earliest earthly form, watched 
them decay into corruption, followed the Bible as it pulled back the curtain on thrones 
behind thrones, stood with Daniel while the prince of Persia and the prince of Grecia 
revealed the world behind the world, seen Michael and the princes of God in ordered 
conflict, heard the Lord Jesus Christ call Satan the prince of this world, and watched Paul 
identify principalities, powers, rulers of darkness, and spiritual wickedness in high places 
as the church’s actual enemies in this present age. But now all the roads meet at the cross. 
Now the whole doctrine reaches its theological center. Now you see that the hidden rulers 
of this world are not merely real; they are blind. They are powerful, but not omniscient. They 
are cunning, but not wise like God is wise. They know enough to hate truth, enough to resist 
revelation, enough to oppose the Seed, enough to stir up persecution, enough to gather 
kings and crowds and principalities into murderous alignment. But they do not know the 
hidden wisdom of God unless God reveals it. 

That is exactly what Paul says. “But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the 
hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory: which none of the 
princes of this world knew: for had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of 
glory” (1 Corinthians 2:7-8). There is enough doctrine in those two verses to crush ten 
thousand pages of shallow religious chatter. Paul does not say the princes of this world 
were weak. He does not say they were inactive. He does not say they did not participate. He 
says they did not know. That is the key. They were present. They were moving. They were 
opposing. They were plotting. They were striking. But they did not understand the hidden 
wisdom of God ordained before the world. So all their malice, all their authority, all their 



pressure, all their violence, and all their hatred only drove them straight into the very plan 
that would undo them. 

That is why the cross is the turning point not just for sinners, but for rulers. At Calvary the 
visible and invisible worlds converge. Jewish leaders are there. Roman authority is there. 
The mob is there. The bulls of Bashan are there in the deeper prophetic sense of Psalm 22. 
The prince of this world is there in active hostility. The powers of darkness are there 
pressing into the hour. Yet above them all is the hidden wisdom of God. They think they are 
ending Christ’s testimony, preserving their order, protecting their power, and removing the 
threat. God is using their own hatred to accomplish redemption, expose the world, judge 
the prince, spoil principalities and powers, and triumph over them in the very instrument 
they chose for His death. That is not merely irony. That is divine genius. That is the wisdom 
of God in a mystery. And a man who sees it will never again think of Calvary as merely the 
sad death of a righteous man. He will see it as the place where God outwitted all the 
princes at once. 

1. The Wisdom of God Was Hidden Before the World Began 

Paul does not begin at Jerusalem, Pilate, or Golgotha. He begins before the world. He says 
this was “the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory” (1 
Corinthians 2:7). That means the cross was not heaven improvising under pressure. It was 
not God scrambling because Satan moved too fast or because the rulers of men got the 
upper hand. It was ordained before the world. Before there was a garden, there was a 
purpose. Before there was a fall, there was a Lamb in the mind of God. Revelation speaks 
of “the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world” (Revelation 13:8). That does not mean 
Christ was physically crucified before creation. It means the redemptive purpose stood 
fixed in the counsel of God before Adam ever took a breath. 

Now that one truth alone ought to blow up every weak sermon that treats Calvary like Plan 
B. The death of Jesus Christ was not divine damage control. It was divine decree moving 
through history at the appointed hour. Acts 2:23 says Christ was “delivered by the 
determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God.” The princes did what they wanted. Men 
sinned freely. Devils moved maliciously. Judas betrayed. Caiaphas schemed. Pilate caved. 
The soldiers mocked. The crowd raged. Yet over the whole scene stood the determinate 
counsel of God. They thought they were reacting to Christ. In reality, they were moving 
inside a purpose older than creation itself. 

That is why the wisdom is called hidden. It was not hidden from God. It was hidden in God 
until revealed according to His timing. Men can know only what He chooses to unveil. 
Devils are no different in that sense. They are not omniscient. The princes of this world 



could read fragments of prophecy, feel the threat of the coming Seed, and stir up 
opposition against Him. But the hidden wisdom in its full redemptive design was not theirs 
to know unless God disclosed it. So they moved in ignorance while imagining themselves 
informed. That is always the blindness of proud rulers. They know enough to oppose, but 
not enough to understand what they are opposing. 

2. The Princes Were Present at Calvary in Both Realms 

When Paul says “none of the princes of this world knew” (1 Corinthians 2:8), he is not 
speaking of one flat category only. The visible rulers were clearly involved. The Jewish 
leadership envied Christ, rejected His claims, and delivered Him up. Pilate, as Roman 
authority, washed his hands outwardly while condemning Him inwardly against his own 
better judgment. Herod participated in the mockery. The chief priests stirred the people. 
Acts 4:27 says, “For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both 
Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered 
together” (Acts 4:27). There is the earthly coalition. Religion and empire clasped hands 
over the murder of the Son of God. 

But the visible rulers were not acting alone in the broadest sense. The Lord had already 
called Satan “the prince of this world” (John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11). Paul later says Christ 
spoiled “principalities and powers” and triumphed over them in the cross (Colossians 
2:15). That means the unseen rulers were implicated in the event as well. Calvary was not 
merely a political murder. It was a convergence point where visible rulers and invisible 
rulers pressed together against the Lord of glory. Psalm 22’s language pushes you into that 
deeper layer: “Many bulls have compassed me: strong bulls of Bashan have beset me 
round” (Psalm 22:12). The scene is historical, but it is charged with spiritual hostility. 

So when Christ hung on the cross, He was not merely surrounded by priests, soldiers, 
mockers, and criminals. He was also at the center of a concentrated assault from the 
kingdom of darkness. The princes were present in both realms. The rulers of earth saw a 
threat to their system. The rulers of darkness saw a threat to their hold. Both moved against 
Him. Both participated in the hour. Both thought they were closing a chapter. Neither 
understood that they were stepping into the hour appointed for their own judgment. 

3. The Princes Knew Enough to Hate, but Not Enough to Understand 

This is one of the deepest truths in the whole matter. The princes were not ignorant in the 
sense of total cluelessness. Satan had opposed the messianic line from the beginning. He 
knew enough to move against the promised Seed. Cain kills Abel. Pharaoh attacks the male 
children. Athaliah tries to wipe out the royal seed. Haman plots extermination. Herod 
slaughters Bethlehem’s infants. Revelation 12 presents the dragon poised against the 



coming man child. That trail of blood proves the enemy knew enough to fear what God was 
doing through the promised line. The rulers of darkness were not asleep. They were 
watching. They were resisting. They were active. 

But knowledge in fragments is not the same as knowing the mystery. The princes knew 
enough to hate truth. They knew enough to oppose the Seed. They knew enough to stir 
rulers and crowds against Christ. What they did not know was the hidden wisdom of God 
ordained before the world. They could read the threat, but not the method. They could 
sense danger, but not the design. They could see Messiah, but not fully comprehend how 
Messiah’s death would become their destruction. Paul says it plainly: “had they known it, 
they would not have crucified the Lord of glory” (1 Corinthians 2:8). That means their very 
participation in the crucifixion proves their blindness. 

That should humble any creature. The princes of this world are not all-knowing. They are 
not equal to the mind of God. They can oppose what God has revealed in part, but they 
cannot penetrate His hidden wisdom by force, brilliance, or malice. The devil is clever, but 
he is not wise the way God is wise. He understands destruction. He does not understand 
how God can turn destruction into redemption. He understands accusation. He does not 
understand how the blood of Christ silences accusation. He understands death as a 
weapon. He does not understand how the Author of life can enter death and break it from 
the inside. 

4. The Cross Was the Trap the Princes Did Not See 

If the princes had understood what the cross would do, Paul says they would not have 
crucified Christ. That means Calvary was the trap they did not see. Not because the trap 
was unfair, but because the wisdom behind it was divine. The rulers looked at the death of 
Christ through the lens of power politics, hatred, fear, and opposition. They saw a 
troublesome teacher, a disruptive prophet, a claimant to authority, a threat to religious 
control, and a danger to imperial order. The rulers of darkness saw the incarnate Son 
pressing against their kingdom. Their instinct was the same instinct they had always 
followed—destroy, silence, eliminate, crush. So they moved the whole machinery of hatred 
into place. 

But that machinery was precisely what God used. Through death Christ destroyed “him 
that had the power of death, that is, the devil” (Hebrews 2:14). Through the cross He 
spoiled principalities and powers (Colossians 2:15). Through His blood He secured 
redemption, justified the ungodly that believe, and opened the way into the holiest. The 
princes thought death was their strongest instrument. God made it the instrument of their 
undoing. They thought the cross would seal Christ’s defeat. God made it the public ground 



of their humiliation. They thought the grave would silence the Lord of glory. God made the 
empty tomb the announcement that the sentence against them had already been set in 
motion. 

That is why the cross stands forever as the greatest reversal in history. Men often speak of 
divine irony, but the cross is more than irony. It is holy strategy. It is the hidden wisdom of 
God taking the malice of rulers and turning it against them without diminishing their guilt in 
the least. They meant evil. God meant redemption. They intended removal. God 
accomplished triumph. They thought they were ending the threat. In reality, they were 
providing the altar on which the blood would be shed that would permanently undo their 
claims against all who believe. 

5. Calvary Exposed the Blindness of All Rebellious Rule 

One of the most staggering things about the crucifixion is that it exposed not only the 
wickedness of the princes, but their blindness. They had power and no understanding. They 
had authority and no wisdom. They had influence and no clue what they were actually 
participating in. That is the condition of rebellious rule at its highest pitch. It knows enough 
to oppose righteousness, but not enough to understand the mind of God. It can kill a 
prophet, imprison a preacher, burn a Bible, silence a witness, or crucify the Son of God, 
and still not understand that by doing so it may be moving exactly where God has permitted 
it to move for its own eventual ruin. 

This is why 1 Corinthians 2 is such a crushing passage against human pride. The Greeks 
prized wisdom. The Jews prized signs. The rulers prized control. Paul says the hidden 
wisdom of God was beyond them all apart from revelation. “The natural man receiveth not 
the things of the Spirit of God” (1 Corinthians 2:14). That applies not only to philosophers 
and common unbelievers, but to princes as princes. Office does not give spiritual sight. 
Rank does not give understanding. Thrones do not reveal mysteries. God reveals mysteries. 
So a ruler may command armies and still be blind. A council may judge Christ and still not 
know what hour they are in. A prince may move with confidence and still walk straight into 
the wisdom that will break him. 

That blindness also explains the repeated pattern of rulers in Scripture. They exalt 
themselves, resist truth, persecute the righteous, and imagine they are securing their 
future. Pharaoh hardens. Nebuchadnezzar boasts. The prince of Tyrus says, “I am a God” 
(Ezekiel 28:2). The kings of the earth set themselves against the Lord and His Christ (Psalm 
2:2). It is the same blindness at every level. They know enough to fight heaven, but not 
enough to understand that heaven is using even their rebellion within its larger decree. 

6. Christ’s Triumph Over Principalities Was Public and Final in Principle 



Colossians 2:15 gives the triumphant side of what 1 Corinthians 2:8 explains from the side 
of hidden ignorance: “And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of 
them openly, triumphing over them in it” (Colossians 2:15). “In it” points back to the cross. 
That means the very instrument the princes used became the platform of Christ’s triumph 
over them. He spoiled them. He stripped them. He exposed them. He triumphed over 
them. That is not defeat barely rescued by resurrection. That is conquest accomplished 
through the cross and then declared through resurrection. 

Now someone may ask, if principalities were spoiled at the cross, why do they still operate? 
The answer is the same basic answer given regarding Satan as judged yet active. Their 
defeat is secured in principle and legality, though the full public execution of all that defeat 
unfolds according to God’s timetable. The verdict is in. The triumph is won. The sentence is 
written. The final public display is still moving through redemptive history toward the day 
when every knee bows and every enemy is put under Christ’s feet. But Calvary was the 
decisive turning point. There the rulers lost the right to claim final victory. There the blood 
answered accusation. There the curse was borne. There the principalities were spoiled. 

That is why the believer fights from victory, not for it. He does not stand in armor hoping 
Christ may one day become superior to the rulers of darkness. He stands in a triumph 
already secured by the One who died and rose again. The hidden wisdom that outwitted the 
princes is now preached openly in the gospel. What they did not know, the church 
proclaims. What they stumbled into blindly, the saints behold by revelation. That alone 
should make preaching the cross one of the boldest acts in the universe. It is the public 
announcement that the rulers’ greatest move became their greatest defeat. 

7. The Mind of God Stands Above Every Hidden Ruler 

When all is said and done, this essay should leave the reader marveling less at the princes 
than at the mind of God. The existence of hidden rulers is sobering. Their organization is 
sobering. Their activity is sobering. Their hatred of truth is sobering. But the greater wonder 
is that none of them can think on God’s level. None of them can out-strategize Him. None 
of them can force revelation from Him. None of them can overturn His ordained wisdom. 
The cross proves that. At the very hour of their apparent success, they were being 
maneuvered by providence into the accomplishment of redemption and the securing of 
their own judgment. 

That ought to put steel in the believer’s spine. The world is not run by chance. Neither is it 
ultimately run by the princes of darkness. It is governed by the God whose wisdom was 
hidden before the world and revealed in His own time. That does not make the rulers 
harmless. It makes them limited. It does not make their opposition imaginary. It makes 



their reach bounded. They can rage. They can conspire. They can persecute. They can 
deceive. But they cannot outwit the wisdom of God. They can only move inside the limits 
He permits and toward ends He will finally overrule for His own glory. 

This is why the cross is the theological climax of the entire doctrine of hidden rulers. It does 
not merely reveal that they exist. It reveals their place. They are creatures under wisdom 
they cannot penetrate. They are rebels under judgment they cannot escape. They are rulers 
whose greatest stroke became the means of their exposure. The church must never forget 
that. It lives in a world contested by real unseen powers, but above them all is the God 
whose hidden wisdom turned Golgotha into the graveyard of their claims. 

Conclusion 

The hidden wisdom that defeated the princes brings the whole series into focus because it 
shows not only that hidden rulers are real, but that they are blind before God unless He 
reveals His purpose. The princes of this world—earthly and spiritual—were active at 
Calvary. Jewish leaders, Roman authority, the prince of this world, principalities and 
powers, all moved in that hour. Yet none of them understood what God had ordained before 
the world. They thought the death of Christ would end His testimony, protect their system, 
and remove the threat. Instead, by crucifying the Lord of glory, they played directly into the 
wisdom that would spoil them. 

That is the beauty and terror of the cross. It is the place where the rulers thought they were 
winning and discovered too late that they had stepped into divine strategy. Their hatred was 
real. Their pressure was real. Their authority was real. Their guilt was real. But their 
understanding was not equal to their activity. They knew enough to hate the Seed, enough 
to oppose the Son, enough to gather against Christ. They did not know enough to 
understand that His death would break their hold, expose the world, answer accusation, 
and secure redemption for all who believe. The cross therefore stands forever as the proof 
that the princes are not omniscient. They are cunning but limited, active but blind. 

So the final effect of this doctrine should be awe. Awe at the mind of God. Awe at the 
hidden wisdom ordained before the world. Awe at the Lord of glory who walked knowingly 
into the hour the princes misunderstood. Awe at the triumph of Christ who took their 
chosen instrument and made it the public platform of their defeat. The hidden rulers of this 
world are real, but the hidden wisdom of God is greater. And that wisdom did not merely 
outlast the princes. It outwitted them all at once. 

 

 



11 of 12: Hidden Rulers of the World - Jesus Christ, the Prince of Princes 
Main Passages: Isaiah 9:6; Acts 3:15; Revelation 1:5; Daniel 8:25 

Introduction 

After walking through this series, a reader could come away with his head full of princes, 
principalities, powers, rulers of darkness, the prince of Persia, the prince of Grecia, the 
prince of this world, and the prince of the power of the air. He could become so occupied 
with the structure of hidden wickedness that he forgets the central truth the Bible never 
forgets for one second: all of those rulers, whether earthly or spiritual, sit under a higher 
throne. All of them breathe borrowed breath. All of them move under divine limit. All of 
them rise by permission and fall by decree. And above them all stands not merely another 
prince among many, not merely the best of rulers, not merely the holiest of kings, but the 
Prince of princes, the Lord Jesus Christ. If this study stopped anywhere short of Him, it 
would leave the reader informed but unlifted, aware of darkness but not seized with glory. 
So now the whole series must rise. Now the eye must go above Persia, above Grecia, above 
Babylon, above Rome, above devils, above kings, above empires, above ages, and fix itself 
upon the One who stands where no creature stands. 

Scripture gives Christ titles that should make every hidden ruler tremble. He is “The Prince 
of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6). He is “the Prince of life” (Acts 3:15). He is “the prince of the kings of 
the earth” (Revelation 1:5). He is the One against whom the little horn stands up, “but he 
shall be broken without hand,” for he stands “against the Prince of princes” (Daniel 8:25). 
Those titles are not ornamental. They are revelations of dominion. Christ is not merely a 
Savior for private souls, though blessed be God, He is that. He is not merely a teacher of 
truth, though He is truth itself. He is not merely a lamb led to slaughter, though He went 
there willingly. He is also the sovereign Lord whose authority reaches over angels, devils, 
kings, empires, graveyards, centuries, and worlds. When men reduce Jesus Christ to a soft 
religious helper for nervous people, they are not merely underselling Him. They are denying 
the breadth of what the Bible reveals Him to be. 

That is why this essay must be majestic in tone. Not dramatic for drama’s sake, but exalted 
because the subject demands it. What the princes of this world could not understand, He 
ordained. What they tried to stop, He fulfilled. What they tried to bury, He raised in glory. 
What they tried to preserve, He judged. What they tried to hide, He exposed. What they 
tried to kill, He turned into the triumph of the cross. The reader must now see Christ where 
He belongs: far above all principality and power, and might, and dominion (Ephesians 
1:21). Not under them, not beside them, not barely ahead of them, but far above them. 
After all the study of hidden rulers, the greatest truth is this: none of them are hidden from 



Him. None of them can outmaneuver Him. None of them can escape Him. And when He 
rises in final judgment, none of them will survive His sentence unbroken. 

1. Christ Is Not Merely a Prince Among Princes 

The first thing to settle is that Jesus Christ is not one prince competing in a crowded 
heavenly marketplace. He is not a superior version of Michael. He is not a holy counterpart 
to Satan in some blasphemous dualistic scheme. He is not one power among many. 
Scripture refuses every attempt to place Him inside the class of created rulers. Colossians 
1:16 says, “For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, 
visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all 
things were created by him, and for him” (Colossians 1:16). There goes every rival theory in 
one blow. The thrones were created by Him. The dominions were created by Him. The 
principalities were created by Him. The powers were created by Him. That means no prince 
anywhere stands on a level with the One who made the whole order. 

That verse alone should cure the Christian of all morbid fascination with hidden rulers. Why 
stand around gawking at principalities when the One who created principalities is on the 
throne? Why act as though devils are the deepest mystery when Christ is the eternal Word 
by whom all things consist? Colossians 1:17 says, “by him all things consist.” The hidden 
rulers of darkness are real, but they are held in existence moment by moment by the very 
Christ they hate. Their rebellion does not suspend His providence. Their opposition does 
not weaken His deity. The Prince of princes is not merely stronger than they are; He is 
categorically above them as Creator over creature. 

This is why the Book never presents Christ as nervously reacting to unseen powers. He 
addresses them, spoils them, judges them, and will finally chain and banish them. They do 
not define His ministry. He defines their end. The Christian who understands this will stop 
talking as if the devil and the Lord are engaged in some uncertain contest. The contest was 
settled before the first rebel ever moved. Christ does not merely outperform the princes. 
He stands outside their category as the One to whom all categories owe their existence. 

2. The Prince of Peace Rules Where the World Produces War 

Isaiah 9:6 says, “unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be 
upon his shoulder… and his name shall be called… The Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6). Now 
that title is not sentimental window dressing for a Christmas card. It is royal language. It is 
governmental language. “The government shall be upon his shoulder.” Every prince of this 
world promises peace and produces blood. Every fallen ruler speaks stability and breeds 
decay. Every empire trumpets order while planting graves. But Christ is the Prince of Peace 
not because He negotiates around truth, but because He establishes righteous order in 



truth. His peace is not the peace of compromise. It is the peace that comes when divine 
government is finally set right. 

That title also exposes every hidden ruler by contrast. Satan rules by disobedience, 
agitation, lust, fear, accusation, and darkness. Christ rules in peace because He rules in 
righteousness. “Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end” (Isaiah 
9:7). Notice the order: government and peace. The modern fool thinks peace comes by 
throwing off God’s government. Scripture says peace comes under it. The world says 
freedom first, then maybe peace. God says righteous rule first, and then peace follows as 
its fruit. That is why the Prince of Peace is such a threat to the princes of darkness. His 
government is the end of their turbulence. 

And let no one water that title down into some merely inward feeling. Of course Christ gives 
peace to the believing heart, blessed be His name. But Isaiah 9 is larger than private 
comfort. It is about dominion. It is about rule. It is about the kingdom. The Prince of Peace 
is the ruler who will finally shut down the whole machinery of rebellious government that 
has battered the nations for centuries. He brings peace not as a suggestion, but as a 
reigning fact. The princes of this world traffic in disorder. He will bury them under ordered 
glory. 

3. The Prince of Life Stands Above Every Power of Death 

Acts 3:15 gives one of the most staggering titles in the New Testament: “And killed the 
Prince of life, whom God hath raised from the dead” (Acts 3:15). That title ought to stop a 
man in his tracks. The world’s rulers deal in death. Satan had “the power of death” in a 
certain judicial and oppressive sense until Christ broke his claim (Hebrews 2:14). 
Kingdoms preserve themselves by bloodshed. Empires expand by graves. Thrones are 
guarded by executioners. The whole fallen order is haunted by death. Then into that world 
steps Jesus Christ, and Peter calls Him “the Prince of life.” Not merely a giver of life in a 
secondary sense, but the princely ruler over life itself. 

Now look at the irony of Acts 3:15. Men killed the Prince of life. That is exactly what this 
whole series has been building toward. The rulers of this world lifted themselves against 
the One whose very title announced their doom. They took Life and tried to put it in a tomb. 
They seized the Prince of life with the machinery of death. But the verse does not stop 
there: “whom God hath raised from the dead” (Acts 3:15). Of course He did. Death can hold 
a sinner because death has a claim on a sinner. Death cannot finally hold the Prince of life 
because life is His by nature, power, and right. The resurrection is not a lucky turn in the 
plot. It is the necessary bursting forth of the One whom death cannot master. 



That means every hidden ruler who uses death as leverage is already fundamentally broken 
before Christ. The devil can threaten with death. Kings can sentence with death. Nations 
can produce death on industrial scale. But none of them stand over life itself. Christ does. 
He is the Prince of life. That makes Him the absolute contradiction of every dark 
government. They maintain power through fear of death. He destroys fear by conquering 
death. They threaten with the grave. He emptied it. They point men downward. He came up 
from beneath them all and now holds the keys. 

4. The Prince of the Kings of the Earth Rules Over Every Earthly Throne 

Revelation 1:5 says Jesus Christ is “the prince of the kings of the earth” (Revelation 1:5). 
That title is so vast that most people read right past it. He is not merely King over Israel in a 
narrow national sense, though He certainly is Israel’s King. He is not merely Lord over the 
church in a private spiritual sense, though blessedly He is Head of the body. He is “the 
prince of the kings of the earth.” Every king who ever sat on a throne sat beneath Him. Every 
emperor who strutted in purple sat beneath Him. Every president, dictator, czar, chairman, 
premier, shah, pharaoh, and Caesar sat beneath Him. They may not have acknowledged it, 
but their ignorance does not alter the hierarchy. 

This is one of the great correctives to political idolatry. Men are forever dazzled by rulers. 
They act as if the future hangs on elections, courts, cabinets, coalitions, summits, and 
decrees. The Bible says Christ is already the prince of the kings of the earth. That does not 
mean every king obeys Him now. Obviously they do not. It means every king is under Him 
now, whether he knows it or not, and every king will answer to Him in the end. He is not 
waiting to become superior in essence. He already is. His present exaltation is not 
dependent on earthly recognition. The nations may rage, but they rage under a higher 
throne. 

This title also means that hidden rulers behind earthly rulers are not outside Christ’s 
dominion either. If He is prince of the kings of the earth, He is not merely governing visible 
crowns while invisible powers roam free. All authority is under Him in the broadest sense. 
He governs the visible and the invisible. He is far above principalities and powers 
(Ephesians 1:21), and He is prince over the kings those principalities often influence. So 
when the Christian hears of governments, crises, and rulers, he should remember that the 
loudest throne on earth is still a lower throne. 

5. The Prince of Princes Breaks Every Final Opponent 

Daniel 8:25 speaks of the coming adversary who “shall also stand up against the Prince of 
princes; but he shall be broken without hand” (Daniel 8:25). There is the title: “the Prince of 
princes.” That is the summit. The little horn rises, deceives, destroys, magnifies himself, 



and at last stands against the Prince of princes. There is the story of the whole age in 
miniature. Every dark ruler eventually overreaches. Every corrupt prince eventually lifts 
himself too high. Every antichrist spirit eventually points itself toward direct collision with 
the throne of God and the authority of His Christ. And what happens then? “He shall be 
broken without hand” (Daniel 8:25). That means no merely human intervention explains the 
final collapse. God does it. 

The phrase “Prince of princes” means there is no rank above Christ in all the created or 
uncreated order. Princes may multiply beneath Him. Chief princes may stand in holy 
service under Him. Princes of darkness may rage against Him. Kings of the earth may resist 
Him. But there is one Prince over princes. There is one supreme ruler before whom all 
subordinate rule is finally measured, exposed, and judged. This is why the rise of antichrist 
and the madness of the nations never unsettle the throne of God. They do not represent the 
unraveling of rule. They represent the final rebellion of lesser rulers before the Prince who 
will break them. 

That title should do something to the reader’s soul. It should make him stop trembling 
before the wrong powers. Men fear princes, systems, governments, networks, and hidden 
rulers because they have forgotten the Prince of princes. They act as if the shadows are 
ultimate because they have lost sight of the throne above them all. But once the eye fixes 
on Christ as the Prince of princes, the shadows become what they really are: dangerous, 
yes; active, yes; destructive, yes; but temporary, bounded, and doomed. 

6. Christ Is Far Above All Principality and Power 

Paul says in Ephesians 1:20-21 that God “raised him from the dead, and set him at his own 
right hand in the heavenly places, Far above all principality, and power, and might, and 
dominion” (Ephesians 1:20-21). There is no stronger positional statement in the New 
Testament about Christ’s supremacy over the hidden rulers of this world. He is not merely 
above them. He is “far above” them. Not barely ahead. Not holding a narrow lead. Not 
locked in a close race. Far above. The principalities are below Him. The powers are below 
Him. The mights are below Him. The dominions are below Him. And if you missed anything, 
Paul adds, “and every name that is named” (Ephesians 1:21). 

That means every title in this entire series collapses beneath His exaltation. Prince of 
Persia? Below Him. Prince of Grecia? Below Him. Prince of this world? Below Him. Prince 
of the power of the air? Below Him. Principalities, powers, rulers of darkness, spiritual 
wickedness in high places? All below Him. Michael himself, as one of the chief princes, 
serves beneath Him. The hidden rulers are real, but Christ’s elevation is greater than their 
reality. That is why the church is not told to admire the enemy’s organization. It is told to 



stand in Christ’s victory. The authority of the exalted Christ is the decisive fact in the 
unseen realm. 

And this exaltation is not theoretical. It is bound up with resurrection, ascension, and 
session at the right hand of God. Christ’s lordship over hidden rulers is not an abstract 
doctrine hanging in the air. It is the present enthronement of the risen God-Man. The same 
Jesus who walked dusty roads, was mocked by men, crucified under Pontius Pilate, and 
laid in Joseph’s tomb now sits far above every hidden ruler this series has traced. That is 
not merely comforting. It is devastating to the kingdom of darkness. 

7. Every Hidden Ruler Will Answer to Christ in Final Judgment 

The final note must be judgment. Christ’s supremacy is not only current; it is judicial. He 
will not merely outlast the princes. He will summon them. He will not merely remain above 
them. He will judge them. Colossians 2:15 says He already spoiled principalities and 
powers at the cross. Revelation 19 shows Him returning in visible conquest. Revelation 20 
brings the devil to final ruin: “And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire” 
(Revelation 20:10). The kings of the earth, the beast, the false prophet, and the whole 
rebellious order are swept into judgment. No hidden ruler escapes that day. No prince slips 
through the cracks. None survive unbroken. 

This is why the phrase “none of them are hidden from Him” must govern the close of the 
study. Men speak of hidden rulers because they are hidden from human sight. They are 
never hidden from Christ. He sees the prince behind the king, the power behind the throne, 
the lie behind the empire, the spirit behind the rebellion. Nothing in the visible world and 
nothing in the unseen realm escapes His gaze. Hebrews 4:13 says, “all things are naked 
and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do.” That includes princes. That 
includes principalities. That includes Satan himself. The hidden rulers are hidden only from 
us by nature. They are transparent before Him. 

And when He judges, the judgment will not be uncertain, reversible, or partial. The princes 
of the earth and the princes of darkness alike will meet the One they spent ages resisting. 
The kings who would not have Him rule over them will face His rod. The hidden rulers who 
energized rebellion will face His sentence. The dragon will face the lake of fire. The final 
lesson of the whole matter is not merely that Christ is above them now, but that He will 
deal with them then. That is why the believer can look the whole kingdom of darkness in the 
face without panic. Its ruler, its princes, and its powers all move toward one unavoidable 
meeting—with Jesus Christ, the Prince of princes. 

Conclusion 



After all the study of hidden rulers, this is the great truth that must tower over every other 
truth: Jesus Christ stands above them all. He is the Prince of Peace, where they produce 
war. He is the Prince of life, where they trade in death. He is the prince of the kings of the 
earth, where earthly rulers strut and boast on borrowed time. He is the Prince of princes, 
before whom every lesser ruler, visible and invisible, must finally bow or be broken. He is 
not merely a rival prince among many. He is the rightful ruler to whom all power belongs. 
Every throne beneath Him exists by His sustaining word, and every rebellion against Him 
exists on a leash. 

That is why the whole series must rise into worship at this point. The hidden rulers of this 
world are real, but Christ is greater than their reality. The principalities are organized, but 
Christ is enthroned above their organization. The devil is active, but Christ is exalted. The 
kings of the earth are noisy, but Christ is sovereign. What the princes of this world could not 
understand, He ordained. What they tried to stop, He fulfilled. What they tried to bury, He 
raised. What they tried to preserve, He judged. What they tried to hide, He exposed. Their 
greatest act of malice became the stage for His greatest triumph. 

So let the reader come away from this essay with his eyes lifted. Hidden rulers are not the 
deepest truth. Christ is. Princes are not the final fact. Christ is. Darkness is not the last 
word. Christ is. None of the rulers of this world are hidden from Him. None can escape 
Him. None can outlast Him. None will survive His final judgment unbroken. And when the 
ages have finished their course, when the kingdoms have fallen, when the crowns have 
been cast down, when the dragon has been judged, and when every secret ruler has been 
exposed, one throne will remain in undiminished glory: the throne of Jesus Christ, the 
Prince of princes. 

 

 

12 of 12: Hidden Rulers of the World - The Final Fall of the Hidden Rulers 
Main Passages: Revelation 11:15; Revelation 12:9; Revelation 19:11-16; Revelation 
20:10 

Introduction 

If a man has followed this whole study honestly, then by now he ought to know that the 
world is not what it pretends to be. It is not a clean public square where neutral men debate 
neutral ideas and chart neutral futures. It is not merely a broken human experiment trying 
to find its footing through better education, better policy, better economics, and better 
diplomacy. The Bible has shown us too much for that childish illusion to survive. We have 
seen princes in their earthly form, rulers over tribes and peoples. We have seen those 



rulers decay when cut loose from the fear of God. We have seen that behind visible thrones 
there are deeper pressures, deeper powers, deeper currents of rebellion. We have seen the 
prince of Persia, the prince of Grecia, the prince of this world, the prince of the power of the 
air, and the hierarchy of principalities, powers, rulers of darkness, and spiritual wickedness 
in high places. We have seen that history is not merely what men write in books. There is a 
world behind the world. But now the series must end where all Bible doctrine must end—
with the triumph of God, the certainty of judgment, and the visible reign of Jesus Christ. 

The hidden rulers of this world are active now, but they are not permanent. That is one of 
the great lessons of the whole Bible. Evil is real, but it is temporary. Darkness is organized, 
but it is doomed. Principalities and powers can influence, deceive, corrupt, blind, and 
oppose, but they cannot endure forever. Scripture moves not toward endless tension, but 
toward divine overthrow. Revelation 11:15 says, “The kingdoms of this world are become 
the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever” (Revelation 
11:15). That is not poetic optimism. That is not a hopeful slogan to keep religious people 
from feeling discouraged. That is the declared end of the story. The kingdoms of this world 
do not remain forever under hidden rulers. They become the kingdoms of our Lord and of 
His Christ. Satan is cast down. The dragon is judged. The beast is destroyed. The rebellious 
rulers of the earth are broken. The curtain does not stay closed forever. What is hidden now 
will one day be openly judged. 

That is why this final essay must sound certain, not speculative. We are not ending in vague 
religious fog, with some soft promise that “good wins somehow.” We are ending where the 
Bible ends: with the overthrow of every hidden ruler, every rebellious throne, every satanic 
claim, every counterfeit government, every dark principality, and every lying power that set 
itself against God and His Christ. The present age is temporary. The mystery of iniquity is 
already at work, yes, but so is the timetable of God. The world is not spinning out of control. 
It is moving toward a day appointed by the One who wrote the end before the beginning 
ever started. So the final effect of this essay should be both warning and comfort. Warning, 
because the present system is dark and must not be trusted. Comfort, because not one 
part of that darkness lies outside the knowledge, authority, or schedule of God. Every 
hidden ruler rises on borrowed time and falls on appointed time. 

1. The Present Rule of Hidden Wickedness Is Temporary 

The first truth that must be fixed in place is that the present order of hidden wickedness is 
temporary. Satan is the prince of this world now in relation to the fallen world-system (John 
12:31). He is the prince of the power of the air in relation to the present course of 
disobedience (Ephesians 2:2). Principalities and powers still operate. Rulers of darkness 
still exert influence. Spiritual wickedness still works in high places. All of that is true. But 



none of it is forever. The Bible never presents the kingdom of darkness as a permanent 
parallel order locked in an endless draw with heaven. That is pagan dualism, not Christian 
doctrine. The whole system of hidden rebellion is moving toward judgment. 

This is why the saints must not read the present age as if it were final reality. “The fashion of 
this world passeth away” (1 Corinthians 7:31). John says, “the world passeth away, and the 
lust thereof” (1 John 2:17). Notice that word “passeth.” It is not stable. It is not fixed. It is 
moving toward disappearance under divine sentence. The world may look permanent when 
you stare at skyscrapers, governments, armies, currencies, technologies, and systems of 
power. But the Bible says the whole thing is in transit toward collapse. The present order 
has the appearance of continuity, but it is already under judgment and already passing 
away. 

That truth keeps the believer from two errors. It keeps him from despair, because darkness 
is not forever. And it keeps him from compromise, because the present system is not worth 
selling your soul to preserve. Why make peace with something God has already sentenced? 
Why trust a world-order that is marked for removal? Why attach your heart to a kingdom 
whose prince is judged and whose course is passing away? The hidden rulers of this world 
may be active now, but they are ruling in the sunset of their own age. 

2. Satan Will Be Cast Down and Finally Removed 

Revelation gives the clearest final arc of Satan’s downfall. Revelation 12:9 says, “And the 
great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth 
the whole world” (Revelation 12:9). Then later, after the thousand years, Revelation 20:10 
says, “And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone” 
(Revelation 20:10). That is the final fall of the highest hidden ruler in the kingdom of 
darkness. The prince of this world does not reign forever. The prince of the power of the air 
does not hold the atmosphere forever. The dragon does not keep the nations forever. He is 
cast down, confined, released briefly according to prophecy, and then cast into the lake of 
fire forever. 

That should be stated with force because the world often speaks of evil as if it were a 
permanent ingredient of existence. The Bible does not. Evil is not eternal in the same sense 
God is eternal. Rebellion is not a coequal opposite of holiness. Satan is not an everlasting 
second god. He is a creature whose rebellion has an end point. The line of his existence 
continues, but his freedom, rule, and deceiving operation do not continue unjudged. He 
moves from heavenly access to being cast down. He moves from active deception to 
chained confinement. He moves from temporary release to the lake of fire. That is not 
cyclical religion. That is biblical judgment. 



And mark this well: the devil’s final ruin is not uncertain, delayed by weakness in God, or 
dependent on human consensus. It is fixed. Christ does not negotiate it. He imposes it. The 
hidden ruler who stirred kings, deceived nations, energized disobedience, and opposed the 
testimony of Jesus Christ will not simply “fade away.” He will be cast into the lake of fire. 
The Bible ends not with Satan remaining in some dark corner of reality, but with Satan 
judged, removed, and shut into everlasting punishment. That is the destiny of the chief 
rebel behind the hidden rulers of this world. 

3. Principalities and Powers Will Lose All Remaining Place 

The final overthrow does not stop with Satan personally. The whole organized kingdom of 
darkness loses its remaining place. Revelation 12 shows not only the dragon cast down, 
but “his angels were cast out with him” (Revelation 12:9). That means the rebellious 
heavenly order attached to him is not preserved as some permanent alternative 
government. It is expelled. The principalities and powers that operated in hidden rebellion 
do not keep their stations indefinitely. Their remaining place is stripped from them. Their 
sphere of operation narrows, collapses, and disappears under divine judgment. 

This lines up with what the cross already accomplished in principle. Colossians 2:15 says 
Christ “spoiled principalities and powers” and “made a shew of them openly, triumphing 
over them in it” (Colossians 2:15). The cross was the decisive turning point. The final 
judgment is the public completion. What was legally and spiritually secured at Calvary is 
eventually manifested in total removal. The principalities may still move during the 
outworking of redemptive history, but they do so as defeated enemies on a leash, not as 
secure rulers with a future. Their doom is built into their present activity. 

That should deepen the saint’s perspective. The church is not wrestling against a kingdom 
that may or may not last. It is wrestling against a kingdom already marked for obliteration. 
The hidden rulers still influence, tempt, accuse, blind, and oppose, but they do so inside a 
losing order. Their authority is temporary, their position unstable, and their future sealed. 
That does not make them harmless, but it does place them correctly. The believer faces 
real enemies, but he does not face enduring enemies. The principalities have no lasting 
inheritance. Christ will strip them of all remaining place. 

4. The Rebellious Rulers of the Nations Will Be Broken 

The fall of hidden rulers includes the fall of the visible rulers who aligned themselves with 
their rebellion. Psalm 2 gives the pattern early: “The kings of the earth set themselves, and 
the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD, and against his anointed” (Psalm 2:2). 
But the response comes just as clearly: “Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou 
shalt dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel” (Psalm 2:9). That is not symbolic of mild 



reform. That is judgment. The nations do not keep raging indefinitely. Their rulers do not 
keep conspiring indefinitely. The day comes when the Son takes the throne in manifest 
dominion and breaks the opposition. 

Revelation 19 brings that to full expression. Christ appears on a white horse, and “the 
armies which were in heaven followed him” (Revelation 19:14). He comes not as the 
suffering Lamb at His first advent, but as the conquering King. “Out of his mouth goeth a 
sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of 
iron” (Revelation 19:15). Then the beast and the false prophet are taken and cast alive into 
a lake of fire (Revelation 19:20), and the assembled armies are slain. There is no ambiguity 
there. Earthly rulers who align themselves with the kingdom of darkness are not merely 
corrected. They are judged. 

This matters because men often imagine political rebellion against God as if it were 
somehow permanent, impressive, or untouchable. It is none of those things. The kings of 
the earth are on borrowed authority. Their thrones stand only until the rightful King rises 
openly to claim what is His. Every ruler who defies Him, every government that magnifies 
itself against Him, and every earthly system that helps sustain dark rebellion is moving 
toward a collision with the rod of iron. The rebellious rulers of the nations may look 
invincible from a newsroom or a classroom. They do not look invincible from Revelation 19. 

5. The Curtain Will Not Remain Closed Forever 

One of the themes of this whole series has been that the world behind the world is largely 
hidden from ordinary human sight. Men do not naturally see the princes behind the 
kingdoms, the powers behind the systems, or the spiritual forces shaping the course of this 
age. The curtain is there. The hidden rulers are hidden. But that condition is temporary. The 
curtain will not remain closed forever. The final day will be a day of exposure as well as 
judgment. What is hidden now will be made plain under the authority of Christ. The unseen 
will no longer remain concealed in the same way it does now. 

This is part of the terror of final judgment. The world likes secrecy. The devil likes 
concealment. Hidden rulers operate through masks, systems, influences, lies, and 
structures that keep men from seeing clearly. But Jesus said, “there is nothing covered, that 
shall not be revealed; neither hid, that shall not be known” (Luke 12:2). That principle 
applies morally, spiritually, and eschatologically. The day is coming when the true nature of 
the world-system, the rulers behind it, the lies that energized it, and the powers that 
sustained it will stand exposed before the throne of God. Hidden wickedness will not 
remain hidden forever. 



That should affect the believer now. He should not envy the present secrecy of dark power. 
He should not be troubled because evil often works behind curtains and beneath surfaces. 
He should remember that the same God who briefly allows concealment has already 
appointed revelation. Nothing hidden will stay hidden. Nothing masked will remain 
masked. Nothing secret in the kingdom of darkness will escape the exposing light of the 
throne of Christ. The curtain is temporary, and the One behind it is not nervous. 

6. The Kingdoms of This World Become Christ’s in Open Manifestation 

Revelation 11:15 is one of the grandest proclamations in all Scripture: “The kingdoms of 
this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for 
ever and ever” (Revelation 11:15). That is the answer to the whole age of hidden rulers. The 
kingdoms that were manipulated, influenced, corrupted, and darkened become, in 
manifest rule, the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ. Christ does not merely save 
people out of history. He inherits the kingdoms within history’s ordained end. He does not 
merely reign in hearts, though He does. He reigns openly where thrones once operated in 
rebellion and where hidden wickedness once moved through the nations. 

That is why the final fall of the hidden rulers is not simply negative judgment. It is also 
positive enthronement. The darkness is removed so that the rightful King may be seen. The 
usurping prince is cast down so that the true Prince may reign. The rebellious thrones are 
broken so that righteous government may stand openly. This is one reason Bible prophecy 
is so much larger than sentimental religion. It is not merely about souls going to heaven. It 
is about the public vindication of Jesus Christ in the realm where He was rejected. The 
same world that crucified the Lord of glory will one day see Him reign in glory. 

And His reign is not temporary like theirs. “He shall reign for ever and ever” (Revelation 
11:15). That is the difference between Christ and every hidden ruler this series has studied. 
Their reign is temporary, partial, parasitic, and doomed. His reign is righteous, open, 
absolute, and everlasting. Once the kingdoms become His in open manifestation, there is 
no handover, no decay, no corruption, no rival succession, and no hidden rebellion waiting 
in the wings to overtake Him. The final overthrow of hidden rulers ends not in political 
vacuum, but in the everlasting reign of Jesus Christ. 

7. The Final Fall Brings Warning to the World and Comfort to the Saints 

The final prophetic conclusion must carry both warning and comfort. First, warning. The 
present world system is under dark influence and must not be trusted. “Love not the world” 
(1 John 2:15) remains in force. The kingdoms of men are not safe resting places for the soul. 
The culture of the age is not neutral. The course of this world is not harmless. The hidden 
rulers are not imaginary. Therefore the saint must not make peace with the spirit of the age, 



because the spirit of the age is under judgment. To trust the world is to lean on a structure 
already cracking under divine sentence. 

Second, comfort. None of this darkness lies outside the knowledge, authority, or timetable 
of God. That is where the believer rests. He is not looking at a world spinning out of control. 
He is looking at a world moving, however violently and darkly, toward a day already fixed in 
heaven. The hidden rulers rise and fall under decree. The dragon moves on borrowed time. 
The kingdoms rage inside appointed boundaries. The mystery of iniquity works, but only 
until the Lord says enough. The believer is therefore not a pessimist in the worldly sense. 
He is a realist with a throne above his realism. 

This balance is essential at the close of the series. A man who sees the hidden rulers but 
loses the comfort of God’s sovereignty will become fearful. A man who sees the sovereignty 
of God but ignores the reality of hidden rulers will become naive. The Bible allows neither. It 
gives warning against the present world-system and comfort in the certainty of divine 
overthrow. That is how the saint stays awake without becoming panicked, and hopeful 
without becoming soft. He knows the danger, and he knows the end. 

Conclusion 

The final fall of the hidden rulers gathers the whole series into one prophetic certainty. The 
hidden rulers of this world are active now, but they are not permanent. Satan will be cast 
down and finally cast into the lake of fire (Revelation 20:10). Principalities and powers will 
lose all remaining place. The rebellious rulers of the nations will be broken under the rod of 
iron. The curtain will not remain closed forever. What is hidden now will be openly judged. 
The kingdoms of this world will become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He 
shall reign for ever and ever (Revelation 11:15). That is not one strand of Bible prophecy 
among many. That is where the whole story goes. 

So the believer ends this study not staring at darkness, but past it. He has learned enough 
not to trust the present world-order. He has seen too much in Scripture to believe the lies of 
neutrality, progress, and human self-salvation. He knows there are hidden rulers, hidden 
pressures, hidden powers, and hidden wickedness at work in the age. But he also knows 
that none of them are ultimate. None of them are permanent. None of them are outside the 
throne of God. Their activity is real, but their defeat is certain. Their influence is broad, but 
their future is gone. 

And that is where the saint must live. Warned, but not shaken. Sober, but not despairing. 
Separate from the world, but not terrified by it. He is not looking at a world spiraling into 
random darkness. He is looking at a world moving toward an appointed day when every 
hidden ruler is exposed, every rebellious throne is broken, every dark prince is judged, and 



Jesus Christ reigns in visible glory over all. When that day comes, there will be no more 
thrones behind thrones, no more darkness behind crowns, no more principalities lurking in 
the shadows of human rule. There will be one open throne, one righteous King, and one 
everlasting kingdom under the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

Conclusion to the Series: The Hidden Rulers of This World 

After walking through this series from beginning to end, one truth ought to stand out above 
all the rest: the world is far deeper, darker, and more structured than lost men imagine, but 
it is also far more governed than fearful saints sometimes remember. The Bible has shown 
us that behind visible rulers there are deeper realities, behind earthly thrones there are 
unseen influences, and behind the course of this present age there is a kingdom of 
darkness working through princes, principalities, powers, rulers of darkness, and spiritual 
wickedness in high places. What men call politics, culture, history, progress, social change, 
and world events is often only the outer surface of something much larger. Scripture has 
forced us to look beneath the surface. It has shown us that the visible world is not self-
explanatory, that nations are not merely geopolitical arrangements, and that rebellion 
against God is not random, scattered, or harmless. It is organized. It is ancient. It is active. 
And it is moving through rulers, systems, and ages under hidden influence. 

But this series was never meant to leave us staring into the shadows as if the shadows 
were supreme. The great lesson of the whole study is not merely that hidden rulers exist, 
but that every one of them is limited, exposed, and temporary before the throne of God. The 
prince of Persia could resist for a season, but not forever. The prince of Grecia could come, 
but only on borrowed time. The prince of this world could move against Christ, but he had 
nothing in Him. The prince of the power of the air could work in the children of 
disobedience, but only until grace quickened sinners out of death. Principalities and 
powers could organize themselves against truth, but at the cross they were spoiled and 
openly triumphed over. And above every hidden ruler we traced in this series stands Jesus 
Christ, the Prince of Peace, the Prince of life, the prince of the kings of the earth, and the 
Prince of princes. That is the great answer to all hidden wickedness. The rulers of darkness 
are real, but Christ is greater. Their kingdom is active, but His throne is higher. Their 
rebellion is fierce, but His judgment is final. 

So the final effect of this study should be both warning and worship. Warning, because this 
present world-system must not be trusted. It is not neutral. It is not safe. It is not morally 
innocent. It lies under dark influence and is moving toward judgment. The believer must not 



fall in love with the spirit of the age, because the spirit of the age is already under sentence. 
But this study should also end in worship, because once all the hidden rulers have been 
named, traced, exposed, and judged in the mind of Scripture, one truth towers over them 
all: none of them are hidden from God. None of them can outmaneuver His wisdom. None 
of them can escape His gaze. None of them can survive His final judgment unbroken. The 
kingdoms of this world will become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ. The curtain 
will not stay closed forever. What is hidden now will one day be openly judged. Every dark 
throne will fall. Every rebellious prince will be broken. Every lying power will be stripped. 
And Jesus Christ will reign in visible glory over all. 

That is where this series must leave the reader: not impressed with darkness, but 
awakened to reality; not fascinated with hidden rulers, but anchored in the supremacy of 
Christ; not frightened by the present age, but warned about it; not confused by the 
madness of the world, but instructed by the Book; and not left in gloom, but pointed toward 
the blessed certainty that history is not spiraling into meaningless chaos. It is moving 
toward a throne. It is moving toward a King. It is moving toward the day when every hidden 
ruler is exposed and the Lord Jesus Christ stands openly where wickedness once worked in 
secret. And when that day comes, there will be no more thrones behind thrones, no more 
darkness behind crowns, no more princes operating in the shadows of human rebellion. 
There will be one open kingdom, one righteous rule, one unveiled glory, and one everlasting 
King—Jesus Christ, Lord of all. 

 

 



 


