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The doctrine of the Spirit of God is one of the most neglected, abused, misunderstood, and
misrepresented doctrines in all the word of God. That is saying a mouthful, but it is still
true. Men will fight over prophecy charts, church polity, Bible versions, Calvinism,
dispensational divisions, eternal security, signs, gifts, women preachers, communion,
baptism, and a hundred other things, while talking about the Spirit of God in the vaguest,
sloppiest, most emotional terms imaginable. One crowd turns Him into a mystical feeling.
Another turns Him into a denominational slogan. Another turns Him into a doctrinal side
note they mention only when they want to sound reverent. Another turns Him into a
spiritual excuse for disorder, confusion, and fleshly chaos. But when the King James Bible
is opened and the phrase is followed carefully, the fog begins to clear. The Spirit of God is
not some religious mist floating through church culture to validate whatever men already
wanted to do. He is the living Spirit of the living God, active from the opening pages of
Scripture, moving in creation, giving life, empowering men, revealing truth, descending
upon Christ, indwelling the believer, and leading the sons of God in holiness and truth.

That is why this series matters. It is not enough to say the words “Holy Spirit,” “Spirit of
God,” or “Spirit-led” and imagine that the doctrine has been honored. The devils have no
problem with spiritual vocabulary if they can keep men confused about spiritual reality. The
real question is this: what does the Bible actually say about the Spirit of God? Not what
tradition says. Not what a movement says. Not what an experience says. Not what a
famous preacher says. Not what a worship atmosphere suggests. Not what a testimony
claims. But what does the Book say? When that question is asked honestly, the Spirit of
God begins to emerge in all His scriptural majesty. He appears in Genesis before ordered
creation is formed. He is tied to breath, life, wisdom, workmanship, prophecy, revelation,
power, judgment, Christ, sonship, sanctification, and discernment. He is not a fringe
doctrine for excitable people. He stands near the center of God’s self-disclosure in
Scripture, because wherever God is bringing order out of chaos, light out of darkness, life
out of death, truth out of confusion, and holiness out of corruption, the Spirit of God is not
far from the scene.

One of the great tragedies of modern religion is that it has managed to speak more loosely
about the Spirit of God while knowing less and less about Him biblically. In some places He
is used as a label for emotionalism. In other places He is reduced to a doctrinal checkbox.
In others He is treated as though He mainly exists to authenticate private impressions,
spontaneous utterances, and experiences that cannot stand the light of Scripture for more
than five minutes. On the other side, some men are so scared of fanaticism that they have
become frozen, dry, suspicious of anything supernatural, and practically functional deists
in church clothes. They believe the right words about the Spirit on paper, but they speak
and live as if He were an honored absentee. Neither extreme is biblical. The Spirit of God is



not the mascot of religious confusion, and He is not a theological relic. He is the active
divine Person who moved holy men to speak, who descended upon the Son, who cast out
devils by the power of God in Christ’s ministry, and who now dwells in the believer under
the present Pauline revelation of the Body of Christ.

This series, then, is meant to do more than gather verses. It is meant to establish a
doctrinal line from Genesis to the believer’s daily walk. It will show that the Spirit of God is
present at the beginning, moving upon the face of the waters before light is called forth. It
will show that He is tied to the very breath of man, so that every inhale and exhale is a
testimony that man is not self-sustaining but upheld by the Creator. It will show that the
Spirit of God fills men for wisdom, understanding, knowledge, and workmanship, proving
that divine power is not limited to preaching and prophecy but also reaches into holy labor
done according to God’s pattern. It will show that the Spirit of God came upon prophets,
kings, and chosen vessels in the Old Testament for specific moments of leadership,
warning, rebuke, and divine action, and that God could even override a corrupt man like
Balaam and force out truth through a crooked vessel. It will show that prophecy did not
come by the will of man, but that holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost, tying the doctrine of the Spirit directly to the doctrine of inspiration.

Then the series will move into the New Testament where the light grows brighter and
sharper around the Lord Jesus Christ. The Spirit of God descends upon the Son at His
baptism, publicly identifying Him as heaven’s beloved and anointed One. The Spirit of God
is then seen in direct conflict with the kingdom of darkness, as Christ declares, “if | cast out
devils by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is come unto you” (Matt. 12:28). From
there, the series will move into one of the highest practical revelations in all of Paul’s
writings: that the Spirit of God now dwells in the believer. That truth changes everything. It
means the Christian life is not powered by fleshly effort alone. It means the believer is the
temple of God. It means sonship, sanctification, chastening, spiritual understanding, and
holy living all take place under the reality that God has taken up residence within His
redeemed people by His Spirit. It means compromise is more serious, not less serious,
because the Spirit of God indwells the saint. It means the believer is never left to fight the
flesh with flesh.

And finally, this series will bring the doctrine to its sharpest practical force in discernment,
truth, and the walk of the sons of God. The Spirit of God is the revealer of the things of God,
the one who exposes the blindness of the natural man, the one who teaches the believer to
try the spirits, the one who always bears right witness to Jesus Christ come in the flesh, and
the one who leads the sons of God in truth. That means the doctrine of the Spirit of God is
never detached from the doctrine of Christ, never detached from the authority of Scripture,



and never unconcerned with the difference between truth and error. If a spirit does not
honor the Christ of the Bible, it is not the Spirit of God. If a movement despises doctrine, it
is not walking in the Spirit of truth. If a man claims to be led by the Spirit while resisting the
word of God, he is deceived. The Spirit of God does not lead men into fog. He leads them
into truth.

So this series is called The Doctrine of the Spirit of God for a reason. It is not called
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“thoughts on spirituality,” “impressions about the Spirit,” or “reflections on being moved.” It
is called doctrine because this subject must be anchored in revelation, not imagination.
The Spirit of God deserves better than religious confusion, theatrical excess, and dry
indifference. He deserves to be studied as God revealed Him. He deserves to be known
through the Scriptures He inspired. He deserves to be honored in relation to the Son He
glorifies. And He deserves to be obeyed in the lives of those in whom He dwells. If this
series does what it ought to do, it will not leave the reader with a vague sense of spirituality.
It will leave him with a deeper fear of God, a stronger confidence in the Book, a clearer
understanding of Jesus Christ, a sharper discernment of false religion, and a more sober
awareness that the Christian life is a supernatural life because the Spirit of God is real,

holy, personal, and actively at work from creation to glory.

1 of 10: The Doctrine of the Spirit of God — The Spirit at the Beginning

Introduction

There are some doctrines in the Bible that men treat like furniture. They know it is in the
room, they know they are supposed to respect it, and they know it ought to be mentioned
now and then so they sound spiritual, but they have never really examined it, never really
handled it, and never really let it shake them. The doctrine of the Spirit of God is one of
those truths. A great many people talk about “the Spirit” like He is some religious fog
drifting through a worship service, some private feeling that rises up when the music
swells, or some invisible force that exists mainly to confirm whatever foolish notion a man
already wanted to believe. But the King James Bible does not introduce the Spirit of God
that way. It introduces Him at the very front gate of divine revelation, in the opening words
of Genesis, before man ever speaks, before a prophet ever warns, before a king ever rules,
before a priest ever ministers, and before a church ever assembles. “And the earth was
without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God
moved upon the face of the waters” (Gen. 1:2). There He is, right at the start.



That is enough to wreck a whole truckload of modern nonsense in one verse. The Spirit of
God is not some late doctrinal add-on for excitable church people. He is not the mascot of
emotional religion. He is not an optional topic for conferences and camp meetings. He is
present at the threshold of creation itself. He appears where darkness covers the deep,
where the earth is without form and void, where no human hand has shaped anything, and
where the spoken ordering word of God is about to go forth. That means the Spirit of God is
connected, from the first mention, with movement, power, divine operation, and
preparation. He is not idle, ornamental, or passive. He is active where God is about to bring
order out of disorder, light out of darkness, and fullness out of emptiness.

So this first essay in the series has to do more than merely point out that Genesis 1:2 exists.
It has to establish the foundation for everything else that follows. If the Spirit of God is first
seen moving over the waters at the beginning, then the doctrine of the Spirit of God is tied
to beginnings, to creation, to life, to ordering, to preparation, and to the manifestation of
God’s purpose. That truth runs all the way through the Bible. You will see the Spirit of God
later in prophecy, in workmanship, in revelation, in power, in the ministry of Christ, and in
the believer’s life. But if you miss Him at the beginning, you will misread Him everywhere
else. The first mention sets the tone. It tells you that the Spirit of God belongs not to the
margins of revelation, but to its opening thunder.

1. The First Mention Sets the Tone

In Bible study, the first mention of a thing is often one of the best keys to understanding
how God intends that thing to be viewed. Not every detail is exhausted in the first
appearance, but a doctrinal line usually begins there that unfolds the farther you go.
Genesis 1:2 is the first exact appearance of the phrase “the Spirit of God,” and the setting
could not be more significant. “And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness
was upon the face of the deep” (Gen. 1:2). The scene is shapeless, unproductive, and
covered in darkness. Then the Holy Ghost adds, “And the Spirit of God moved upon the
face of the waters” (Gen. 1:2). Before you ever read, “And God said, Let there be light” (Gen.
1:3), you are shown the Spirit of God moving. That movement matters.

What that means is that the doctrine of the Spirit of God begins, not with noise from man,
but with operation from God. The first picture is not a congregation swaying to music. It is
not a preacher frothing at the mouth. It is not somebody claiming private revelation
because he had a funny dream after too much pizza. It is God showing you His Spirit over
the waters before ordered creation appears. That is the Bible’s introduction. The Spirit of
God is shown at work in the sphere of divine preparation. He is there where chaos will be
addressed, where darkness will be interrupted, and where the word of God will soon speak



light into the scene. That is a magnificent opening. It tells you that the Spirit of God is linked
to real divine action, not religious theatrics.

That first mention also warns a Bible believer not to let later abuses define the doctrine.
Men abuse everything holy. They abuse grace, abuse faith, abuse prayer, abuse prophecy,
abuse preaching, abuse charity, and they certainly abuse the doctrine of the Spirit. But the
abuse does not alter the truth. You do not learn what the Spirit of God is by watching the
latest spiritual circus. You learn it by going back to the text and seeing where God first
revealed Him. There in Genesis 1:2 He is connected with God’s sovereign operation before
anything in the ordered world comes into view. That means the doctrine begins above man,
before man, and without man’s help. That alone is enough to put the fear of God back into
the study.

2. The Spirit of God Over Darkness and the Deep

The setting of Genesis 1:2 deserves careful attention. “The earth was without form, and
void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep” (Gen. 1:2). The Holy Spirit does not first
present Himself in connection with a garden in bloom, birds singing in a bright sky, or man
walking in fellowship. He first presents Himself over a world described in terms of disorder
and darkness. Now whether a man handles every detail of the gap issue one way or
another, the text still says what it says. The opening scene before the six-day ordering is not
a picture of developed beauty. It is a picture of the deep, darkness, and an earth without
form and void. That is where the Spirit of God is seen moving.

There is doctrine in that. The Spirit of God is not intimidated by ruined conditions. He does
not retreat from darkness. He does not hover over scenes only after men have made them
tidy and presentable. He moves where God is about to act upon emptiness, disorder, and
barrenness. That becomes a principle. The Lord often begins His greatest works where man
sees only confusion. He works in impossible situations. He speaks into darkness. He brings
fullness into void places. When Israel was trapped between Pharaoh and the Red Sea, the
Lord made a way where no way appeared. When Ezekiel saw a valley of dry bones, the
breath of God brought life into what was hopelessly dead (Ezek. 37:1-10). When a sinner
lies dead in trespasses and sins, the Lord does not offer him a little polish. He brings life by
divine operation. The Spirit of God over the deep in Genesis prepares you to see how God
works all through the Book.

Notice also that darkness is mentioned before light is commanded. Darkness in Scripture
is often associated with ighorance, judgment, concealment, or spiritual blindness. Light is
associated with revelation, manifestation, and truth. In Genesis 1:2, before God says, “Let
there be light” (Gen. 1:3), the Spirit of God is already moving. That means the Spirit’s



operation is connected with the preparation for revelation. He is there at the threshold
where divine illumination is about to break forth. That is a lesson every Bible believer ought
to take personally. The Spirit of God is not merely an after-effect of revelation; He is bound
up with the setting in which God’s light is about to shine. No wonder later the apostle says,
“For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts” (2
Cor. 4:6). The God who dealt with darkness in Genesis still deals with it in men’s hearts,
and His Spirit is no stranger to that work.

3. “Moved Upon the Face of the Waters”

The wording in Genesis 1:2 is not accidental. “And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of
the waters” (Gen. 1:2). That word “moved” is one of the most important words in the verse.
It is not the language of stillness, inertia, or passivity. It carries the sense of brooding,
hovering, fluttering, vibrating over the waters. The picture is alive. The Spirit of God is
presented as active over the face of the waters in a way that suggests intention,
expectancy, and divine readiness. The Book is not describing an impersonal energy field. It
is describing the living operation of God’s Spirit over creation’s unformed scene.

That movement tells you that the Spirit of God is not dead doctrine. There are men who can
take the most blazing truths in the Bible and embalm them until they sound like a cemetery
lecture. But the Spirit of God is introduced in motion. He moves. He acts. He operates. He
is involved in the divine economy from the start. That is why any theology that turns the
Spirit of God into a sterile abstraction is already off the rails. He is not merely a topicin a
systematic outline. He is the living Spirit of the living God, active where God’s will is about
to be manifested. His movement in Genesis should guard a man from both dead orthodoxy
on one side and wild fanaticism on the other. The truth is not lifeless formalism, and it is
not fleshly chaos. It is divine movement according to God’s purpose.

There is also something beautiful in the expression “upon the face of the waters” (Gen. 1:2).
The Spirit of God is not said to be buried under the waters, trapped within them, or mixed
into them as though nature contains Him. He is over them. He is moving upon them. He is
sovereign in relation to the scene. That matters because it keeps the doctrine from
collapsing into pagan nature worship. The Spirit of God is not the soul of the universe in
some mystical pantheistic sense. He is God’s Spirit moving over the created order, not
absorbed into it. He transcends it while acting upon it. That is exactly how the Bible keeps
the Creator distinct from the creature. The Spirit is active in creation, but He is not creation.
He is God.

4. The Spirit of God and the Spoken Word



Genesis 1:2 does not stand alone. It leads directly into Genesis 1:3, where the Bible says,
“And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.” The order is striking. First, darkness
over the deep. Then, the Spirit of God moving over the waters. Then, God speaking light into
the scene. That sequence should not be missed. The Spirit of God is present in direct
relation to the spoken word of God that follows. He is not isolated from divine revelation.
He is bound up with it. That becomes a critical doctrinal key, because throughout Scripture
the Spirit of God is never the enemy of the word of God. He is associated with it, with its
giving, its power, its illumination, and its effect.

That one truth blows modern charismatic confusion to pieces. There are people who act as
if the Spirit of God specializes in bypassing the written word. They speak of being “led by
the Spirit” when what they mean is that they want a private impression that excuses them
from submission to the Book. They will talk about being “in the Spirit” while treating the
Scriptures like an optional accessory. But the first mention will not allow that game. The
Spirit of God is seen moving in the immediate context of the word of God going forth. Later
Peter says, “holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost” (2 Pet. 1:21).
That is no contradiction. The same Spirit who moved on the waters moved men to give
revelation. He is linked to divine utterance.

The implication is tremendous. If a man claims the Spirit of God led him, but what he says
contradicts the word of God, he is either lying, deceived, or both. The Spirit of God does not
fight against the Scriptures He gave. He does not glorify confusion. He does not produce
revelations that overthrow written revelation. He is the Spirit of truth (John 16:13), not the
spirit of religious novelty. Genesis 1:2-3 already plants that seed. The Spirit of God moves;
God speaks. That union runs all through the Bible. So if you want a safe rule to carry into
every age, it is this: whenever men separate the Spirit from the word, they are preparing the
ground for deception.

5. The Spirit of God and the Preparation for Life

The Spirit of God appears in Genesis before life fills the ordered world. That is worth
pondering. He moves over the waters before the light is divided from darkness, before the
dry land appears, before the grass, herbs, and fruit trees are brought forth, before the
creatures fill sea and sky, and before man himself is formed. In other words, His first
mention is connected with preparation for life. The ordered conditions in which life will
flourish are about to be established, and the Spirit of God is already active. That fits
perfectly with later revelation. Elihu says, “The Spirit of God hath made me, and the breath
of the Almighty hath given me life” (Job 33:4). There is no conflict there at all. The Spirit who
moved at the beginning is the Spirit linked to life itself.



That means the doctrine of the Spirit of God is a life doctrine from the very outset. He is not
first revealed in relation to death, decay, corruption, or destruction, though He can
certainly execute God’s judgments later in Scripture. He is first revealed in connection with
the setting in which ordered life will appear. When God forms man from the dust of the
ground and breathes into his nostrils the breath of life, the man becomes a living soul (Gen.
2:7). When the Lord later deals with spiritual life, the same pattern shows up. “That which is
born of the Spirit is spirit” (John 3:6). The Spirit of God is bound up with life on both levels,
physical and spiritual, in ways that only God can fully measure.

That ought to send a warning straight into dead religion. Men can build institutions, hold
meetings, print bulletins, organize committees, and fill calendars without one ounce of
spiritual life in it. They can have all the machinery and none of the breath. They can have
activity without vitality, motion without life, and noise without God. The Spirit of God at the
beginning reminds you that life does not come from human arrangement. It comes from
God. The world can imitate organization. The flesh can imitate excitement. But only God
gives life. That is why no church, ministry, family, or individual ever has any real hope apart
from the operation of the Spirit of God. He is not an optional enhancement to religious
effort. He is essential to life itself.

6. The Spirit of God, Order, and Divine Government

Genesis 1 is not only a chapter about beginnings; it is a chapter about order. Light is divided
from darkness. Waters above are distinguished from waters below. Dry land appears.
Seasons, days, and years are setin place. Living creatures are brought forth after their kind.
Man is given dominion under God. All through the chapter, God is separating, naming,
arranging, and establishing. Now that process begins in the immediate context of the Spirit
of God moving upon the face of the waters (Gen. 1:2). That means the Spirit of God is
associated from the first mention with divine order, not confusion. He is moving at the
threshold of the greatest display of holy order the world has ever seen.

That should be enough to make a lot of modern “spirit-led” claims collapse in shame. The
Holy Ghost is not the author of confusion. Paul says it flat: “For God is not the author of
confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints” (1 Cor. 14:33). That statement is
not some New Testament novelty disconnected from Genesis. It fits the first mention
perfectly. The Spirit of God appears where God is about to order the world. He is associated
with distinction, sequence, purpose, and government. He does not inspire spiritual chaos.
He does not delight in doctrinal disorder. He does not encourage confusion disguised as
liberty. Where the Spirit of God truly rules, there will be evidence of divine government, not
fleshly commotion.



That does not mean everything the Spirit of God does will seem tame or manageable to
human pride. God’s order is not the same as man’s system. Men like predictable machinery
they can control. The Spirit of God is sovereign. He may interrupt, confront, overturn, or
expose. But even when He does, He is never confused. He knows exactly what He is doing.
He is in perfect harmony with the wisdom of God. So when you see religion descending into
contradiction, instability, doctrinal slop, and emotional bedlam, you are not watching the
fruit of Genesis 1:2. You are watching the flesh trying to impersonate heaven. The Spirit of
God at the beginning moves in the context of divine order. That lesson should be nailed to
the door of every church in the country.

7. The Spirit at the Beginning and the New Beginning in Man

The opening work of the Spiritin Genesis is not only a lesson about the world; it is a pattern
that helps explain the new beginning God makes in a sinner. The apostle Paul writes,
“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature” (2 Cor. 5:17). He also writes of
God, “who hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in
the face of Jesus Christ” (2 Cor. 4:6). That language is creation language. The same God
who said, “Let there be light” in Genesis now shines in human hearts. The same God whose
Spirit moved over the face of the waters now brings life, light, and order into a man who was
spiritually dark, empty, and ruined. That is no strained application. It is exactly how
Scripture itself handles the theme.

Before the Lord saves a man, that man is spiritually “without form, and void” in a moral and
spiritual sense. His world may look polished on the outside, but inside there is darkness,
confusion, and death. The natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God (1
Cor. 2:14). He is blind, alienated, and dead in trespasses and sins (Eph. 2:1). Then God
intervenes. The word comes. The Spirit operates. Light breaks in. Life is given. Order begins
to replace chaos. Desires change. Affections change. Understanding opens. The whole
thing is a new beginning that reflects, on a smaller level, the mighty principle first shown in
Genesis 1. God still brings order out of chaos. He still shines light out of darkness. He still
makes something living where there was spiritual death.

That is why this doctrine is so practical. It is not merely about what happened at the
beginning of the world; it is about how God works. He is still in the business of beginnings.
He begins with ruined material. He begins in dark places. He begins where no human hand
can boast. He begins where His own glory will be unmistakable. The Spirit of God at the
beginning of Genesis should give every Bible believer confidence in the Lord’s power to
begin again. It should give hope for prodigals, hope for broken lives, hope for cold saints,
hope for dead churches if they will truly return to the Book, and hope for any sinner who



thinks he is too far gone. If the Spirit of God moved over the dark deep at the dawn of
creation, He has not lost His power to move where darkness still reigns.

Conclusion

The doctrine of the Spirit of God does not begin in Acts 2, and it does not begin in some
emotional testimony from a modern church platform. It begins in Genesis 1:2, where the
Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. That first appearance fixes the doctrine in
its proper place. The Spirit of God is present at the threshold of revelation, active where
darkness covers the deep, moving where God is about to speak, and operating in
connection with the ordering of creation itself. That means the doctrine is not minor. It is
foundational. It is not a side path for excitable religionists. It is part of the opening thunder
of the word of God. The Spirit of God belongs at the beginning because He is bound up with
the beginning.

What we have seen in this opening study is enough to set the tone for the whole series. The
Spirit of God is connected with divine movement, with the preparation for revelation, with
life, with order, and with the kind of sovereign operation that no man can counterfeit
successfully no matter how hard he tries. He is not an ornament for church culture. He is
not a slogan for spiritual salesmen. He is not a substitute for the Bible, and He never
competes with the spoken word of God. He moves where God is about to bring light and
order into view. He belongs to the very fabric of how God acts. If that truth gets hold of a
man, it will cure him of both dry dead formalism and fleshly spiritual madness.

So as this series begins, the right response is reverence. Open the Book with fear. Read
Genesis 1:2 slowly. Let it strike you that before the first light of the ordered world appears,
the Spirit of God is already there. Then carry that truth with you through the rest of
Scripture. The Spirit of God who moved at the beginning will show up again in prophecy, in
workmanship, in revelation, in the ministry of Christ, and in the believer’s life. But if you
want to understand Him rightly, you start where God started: over the waters, over the
deep, over the darkness, at the beginning. And that beginning tells you plenty. It tells you
that whenever God gets ready to turn chaos into order, emptiness into fullness, and
darkness into light, the Spirit of God is never far from the scene.

2 of 10: The Doctrine of the Spirit of God — The Breath of the Almighty

Introduction



One of the greatest insults the Bible ever levels against human pride is that it reduces man
to a breathing dependent creature. That will ruin a philosophy lecture in a hurry. Men talk
about autonomy, self-determination, self-expression, and self-actualization as if they are
little gods wandering around the planet in temporary inconvenience. They write books
about discovering the power within, preach sermons about unlocking hidden greatness,
and build whole educational systems around the fiction that man is basically self-sufficient
if he can just be properly enlightened. Then along comes the King James Bible and wrecks
the whole parade with one line from Job: “All the while my breath is in me, and the spirit of
God is in my nostrils” (Job 27:3). That is about as flattering to human ego as a shovel to the
face. The Spirit of God is bound up with the very breath that keeps a man alive.

That means the doctrine of the Spirit of God is not merely a doctrine about divine presence
at creation or divine power in prophecy. It is also a doctrine about the sustaining life of man
from moment to moment. Job goes farther and says, “The Spirit of God hath made me, and
the breath of the Almighty hath given me life” (Job 33:4). There is no room there for atheistic
swagger, no room for evolutionary arrogance, and no room for the modern churchman who
lives like God is useful for funerals and little else. According to Scripture, every inhale and
every exhale is a quiet but constant witness that man is not self-originating, not self-
sustaining, and not independent. He is upheld by the God who made him. The same Lord
who spoke the worlds into existence is the Lord on whom every living soul depends for the
breath in his lungs.

This essay moves from creation in general to life in particular. In the opening chapter of
Genesis, the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters before order and fullness
appeared (Gen. 1:2). Here we come to a truth even more personal: the Spirit of God is tied
to man’s very breath and life. That truth humbles the sinner, rebukes the philosopher,
exposes the proud, and prepares the ground for one of the greatest doctrines in the New
Testament: the new birth. For if God is the giver of physical life, then no one should stumble
at the truth that He must also be the giver of spiritual life. The same God who gave breath to
Adam must breathe life into the dead sinner if that sinner is ever to live unto righteousness.
That is where this study is headed, and it ought to leave every reader a little smaller in his
own eyes and a good deal bigger on God.

1. Breath as the Signature of Dependence

The Bible does not treat breath as a casual biological fact. It treats it as a divine testimony.
Job says, “All the while my breath is in me, and the spirit of God is in my nostrils” (Job 27:3).
There is a great deal of doctrine packed into that one line. Breath is not spoken of as a
possession man manufactured for himself. It is not presented as the byproduct of a lucky
evolutionary accident. Job ties his breath directly to the spirit of God in his nostrils. That



means the very mechanism by which he lives is not independent of God but dependent
upon God. The life process itself is presented as something sustained under divine
authority. A man may ignore that, deny that, curse that, or laugh at that, but he cannot
escape it. Every breath he takes proves he is a borrower.

That cuts the knees out from under the entire modern religion of man. Humanism says man
is the measure. Science falsely so called says life is chemistry that arranged itself.
Psychology says the problem is not guilt before God but improper adjustment. The
academic world trains men to think of themselves as products of blind process and social
conditioning, and then those same men stagger around talking about dignity, rights, justice,
and meaning as if those things can survive once they have cut the throat of creation. The
Book settles the matter more cleanly than all of them: your breath is in your nostrils
because God allows it. Your lungs rise and fall because the Almighty does not yet shut the
door. Your heart beats because the Lord has not yet said, “Tonight.” That is the truth
whether the man is a king, a pauper, a professor, or a fool.

It is instructive that Job says this in the middle of suffering, not in the middle of comfort. He
is not lounging in luxury, congratulating himself on his spirituality. He is a man under
pressure, under misunderstanding, and under deep affliction. Yet even there he knows his
breath is from God. That is where true doctrine shines. It does not only sound good when
the bank account is healthy and the weather is fair. It holds when a man is scraped down to
pain and still has the sense to acknowledge that every breath in him is a loan from heaven.
The Spirit of God being tied to breath means dependence is not a poetic thought for the
devotional calendar; it is the inescapable condition of every living man.

2. The Breath of the Almighty and the Gift of Life

Job 33:4 advances the doctrine with even greater force: “The Spirit of God hath made me,
and the breath of the Almighty hath given me life.” There is the whole modern world
flattened into a sentence. The Spirit of God made me. The breath of the Almighty gave me
life. That is not vague religion. That is plain doctrine. It tells you origin and animation in one
stroke. Man is not self-made. He is not eternal in himself. He did not emerge from
impersonal matter that accidentally stumbled into consciousness. He was made. And the
life in him was given. Those two truths are enough to demolish both human pride and
scientific idolatry.

Notice the wording carefully. The Spirit of God is not merely associated with life as a distant
observer. He “hath made me” (Job 33:4). The breath of the Almighty “hath given me life”
(Job 33:4). That means life is not some independent force humming along on its own
momentum while God watches from a distance. Life is a divine gift. It is given. That has



moral implications whether men like them or not. If life is given, then it is accountable. If
life is given, then it is not owned absolutely by the recipient. If life is given, then the Giver
has rights over it. That means a man’s body is not his to define in rebellion, his time is not
his to spend in defiance, and his existence is not his to justify apart from the One who
made him. The giver of life has a claim on the life He gives.

This also sheds light on why Scripture treats the ending of breath with such seriousness.
Psalm 104:29 says of God, “thou takest away their breath, they die, and return to their
dust.” Verse 30 adds, “Thou sendest forth thy spirit, they are created” (Ps. 104:30). There
again is the same doctrinal line. Breath is not autonomous. Spirit is tied to creation and life.
Men speak of death as though it were merely biological shutdown. The Bible speaks of it as
the removal of what God had sustained. That is why death is sobering. It is the moment a
man discovers, too late if he dies in his sins, that he never had one independent breath to
begin with. The same Almighty who gave the breath may take it back. That ought to silence
a lot of boasting.

3. Adam’s Nostrils and the Pattern of Life

Genesis 2:7 gives the classic foundational text for the doctrine: “And the LORD God formed
man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man
became a living soul.” That verse is one of the great dividing lines between Bible Christianity
and every counterfeit worldview on earth. Man did not crawl up from slime. He did not
emerge by mutation from lower forms. He did not slowly acquire personhood through
accidental adaptation. God formed him. Then God breathed into his nostrils the breath of
life. And man became a living soul. That is not religious metaphor. It is revelation. And it ties
breath, life, and personhood directly to the creative act of God.

What is especially striking is the intimacy of the description. God does not merely snap His
fingers from a distance and let an impersonal process finish the work. He forms man and
breathes into his nostrils the breath of life. The language is personal, direct, immediate,
and sovereign. Man’s life is not merely started by God as though a machine is wound and
released. It is imparted by God in a way that shows man is a creature whose very animation
is derived from the Creator. That means there never was a moment when man could
properly claim independence. His life began in dependence, and it continues in
dependence whether he admits it or not.

This also explains why the language of nostrils and breath returns in Job. Job 27:3 is not an
isolated poetic flourish. It reaches back to Genesis. The spirit of God in my nostrils recalls
the original act where God breathed into Adam’s nostrils the breath of life (Gen. 2:7).
Scripture is consistent. Man is a breathing soul because God breathed. When that line is



remembered, it becomes impossible to read human history, human rebellion, and human
pride without irony. The very rebel who shakes his fist at heaven does so with a chest full of
air God supplied. The man denying his Maker does so by breath that came from his Maker.
There is something almost laughable in the arrogance of man once you read Genesis 2:7
and Job 27:3 together. It is a borrower boasting against the lender while still living on
borrowed air.

4. The Spirit, the Breath, and the Frailty of Man

The Bible’s doctrine of breath is not merely there to explain how life begins; it is there to
remind man how fragile he is. Isaiah says, “Cease ye from man, whose breath is in his
nostrils: for wherein is he to be accounted of?” (Isa. 2:22). There is another hammer blow to
human pride. Man’s breath is in his nostrils. That is how frail he is. One interruption, one
clot, one collapse, one unseen turn in the body, and the mighty man is laid out like a sack
of dirt. The Lord does not flatter humanity. He does not tell man to look within and admire
his own resilience. He tells him to stop trusting in man whose breath is in his nostrils. That
is about as humbling as it gets.

This is why the Bible never permits the worship of human power. Nations rise and boast;
their breath is in their nostrils. Kings decree and strut; their breath is in their nostrils.
Military rulers, media stars, billionaires, scholars, celebrities, and religious figures all have
the same weakness. Their life hangs on breath, and breath hangs on God. That should cool
a saint’s fear of man in a hurry. Why tremble before a politician whose lungs function only
by divine mercy? Why bow inwardly before a critic whose tongue works only because God
has not yet frozen it? Why be dazzled by the intellectual fireworks of an unbeliever who will
stop speaking the moment God takes away his breath? The doctrine of breath makes man
small and God immense.

At the same time, that frailty is not meant merely to depress a man. Itis meant to put himin
his right place. Frailty is not an embarrassment in itself; pride about frailty is the
embarrassment. A man is supposed to know he is dust. He is supposed to know he is
upheld. He is supposed to know his life is contingent and accountable. When he knows
that, he becomes teachable. He becomes grateful. He becomes sober. He becomes the
kind of man who can actually hear the Lord. The whole world is trying to medicate man out
of that awareness. The Bible brings him right back to it. Your breath is in your nostrils.
Therefore fear God.

5. Every Breath as Mercy and Testimony

One of the most searching truths in this doctrine is that every breath a sinner takes is both
mercy and witness. It is mercy because God has not yet cut him off. It is witness because



that same breath testifies against his rebellion. Romans 2:4 speaks of “the goodness of
God” leading a man to repentance. Most men pervert that goodness. They interpret
continued breath as proof that judgment will never come. They wake up, draw air, eat
breakfast, go to work, laugh with friends, and assume the silence of heaven is approval. Itis
not approval. It is patience. Acts 17:25 says God “giveth to all life, and breath, and all
things.” The giving continues even to those who despise the Giver.

That means the blasphemer’s breath is mercy. The adulterer’s breath is mercy. The liar’s
breath is mercy. The proud churchgoer who has never been born again but still enjoys
family, food, and sleep is living under mercy. The militant atheist posting his mockery online
is borrowing mercy with every word. The Lord Jesus said the Father “maketh his sun to rise
onthe evil and on the good” (Matt. 5:45). The same is true of breath. God gives life and
breath even to those using that breath against Him. That should melt a heart if there is any
softness in it at all. But for many men it only hardens them, because they mistake patience
for weakness.

Still, the witness remains. Every breath says, “You are not your own.” Every inhale says,
“You are dependent.” Every exhale says, “You are living on borrowed time.” That is why one
of the most foolish things a man can do is boast in tomorrow. James says, “For what is your
life? It is even a vapour” (James 4:14). Avapor, a breath, a mist. Men build empires of self-
importance while living on a thread so thin it can be cut without warning. But if a man will
hear the doctrine rightly, the same truth that warns him can save him from ruin. The breath
he draws today means judgment has not yet fallen. The God he has ignored has not yet
shut the door. Mercy is stillin the lungs. That ought to drive him to repentance, not
presumption.

6. From Physical Breath to Spiritual Life

The doctrine reaches its highest practical point when it moves from physical breath to
spiritual life. Scripture never leaves the matter at biology. The Lord Jesus says, “That which
is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit” (John 3:6). There is
the bridge. The same God who gave physical life is the God who must give spiritual life. A
man can be physically alive, intellectually sharp, morally polished, and socially admired
while being spiritually dead. He can breathe well and still be dead toward God. Ephesians
2:1 says, “And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins.” So there is a
life deeper than pulse and respiration, and there is a death more dreadful than the
cemetery.

That explains why human religion cannot save anyone. Religion can educate the flesh,
clean up habits, improve vocabulary, and teach a man how to sit in church without



embarrassing the family, but it cannot create spiritual life. Only God can do that. Just as
Adam did not breathe life into himself in Genesis 2:7, so the sinner does not regenerate
himself in John 3. He must be born “of the Spirit” (John 3:6). That new birth is not self-
improvement. It is not turning over a new leaf. It is not deciding to become more spiritual. It
is a divine act whereby the Spirit of God gives life where there was only spiritual death. The
God who gave the first breath must give the second birth.

This is where the doctrine becomes glorious. The same Spirit of God tied to the breath in
Job is not merely the sustainer of creaturely existence; He is the author of spiritual life in
the redeemed. Titus 3:5 speaks of “the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy
Ghost.” First Peter 1:23 speaks of being “born again, not of corruptible seed, but of
incorruptible, by the word of God.” There again the same union appears: Spirit and word,
life and divine operation. That means the sinner’s hope is not in himself. Thank God for
that. If spiritual life had to originate in man, nobody would ever be saved. But the Lord who
breathed life into Adam and sustains breath in every nostril can also raise the dead soul
and make him alive unto God. That is a miracle no church program can counterfeit.

7. Humility Before the Giver of Breath

The right response to this doctrine is humility. Not performance. Not speculation. Not airy
talk about deep things while a man still struts around like a peacock in a necktie. Humility.
Abraham said, “l have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord, which am but dust and
ashes” (Gen. 18:27). That is closer to the truth than most modern self-help Christianity
would ever dare to come. Dust and ashes with breath in the nostrils by divine allowance.
That is man. Once that truth gets hold of him, a whole lot of nonsense falls off. His
entitlement falls off. His boasting falls off. His illusions about controlling life fall off. The
whole doctrine of dependence begins to settle into his bones.

Humility also produces gratitude. A man who knows his breath is from God does not wake
up imagining he deserves another day. He receives it. He thanks God for it. He takes it as
mercy. He understands Lamentations 3:22-23 in a deeper way: “Itis of the LORD’S mercies
that we are not consumed... they are new every morning.” Those mercies include breath.
They include waking. They include the fact that God has not yet called time on the account.
Gratitude is one of the surest marks that a man has begun to grasp the doctrine. The proud
man complains because he thinks he is owed life on his own terms. The humble man
thanks God because he knows every breath is grace.

And humility before the Giver of breath prepares the heart for faith. A man who knows he is
dependentis in a much better condition to receive the gospel than a man still drunk on
himself. The prodigal came to himself when he came to the end of himself. The publican



went down justified when he smote upon his breast and cried, “God be mercifulto me a
sinner” (Luke 18:13). So the doctrine of the breath of the Almighty is not an abstract lecture
for theologians. It is one of God’s appointed hammers to break human pride and prepare a
man to hear the truth. The God who gives the breath deserves the worship, the obedience,
and the trust of the one breathing it.

Conclusion

The doctrine of the Spirit of God as the breath of the Almighty brings man to one
unavoidable conclusion: he is dependent every second he lives. Job says, “the spirit of God
is in my nostrils” (Job 27:3). He says, “The Spirit of God hath made me, and the breath of
the Almighty hath given me life” (Job 33:4). Genesis says God “breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life; and man became a living soul” (Gen. 2:7). Isaiah says, “Cease ye from man,
whose breath is in his nostrils” (Isa. 2:22). Put those passages together and the message is
unmistakable. Man is not self-originating, self-sustaining, or sovereign. He is a creature
held up by God, breathing because God still permits him to breathe.

That truth is meant to humble him, but it is also meant to direct him to something greater. If
God is the giver of physical life, then He alone can give spiritual life. If the Almighty supplies
breath to the body, He must also quicken the soul. That is why the doctrine naturally moves
from creation to regeneration, from nostrils to new birth, from the first breath to the second
birth. The same Lord who made Adam a living soul must make the sinner alive unto
righteousness. No sacrament can do it. No ritual can do it. No preacher can do it. No
decision of the flesh can do it. It must be the work of the Spirit of God.

So the right way to end this study is with reverence and thankfulness. The breath in your
lungs is not small. It is not ordinary. It is not yours by right. It is mercy. It is testimony. Itis
proof that the God you may have ignored has not yet stopped being patient with you. And if
you are saved, it is one more reason to bless His name, because the Lord who gave you
physical breath has also given you spiritual life in His Son. Blessed be God for the breath of
the Almighty. Without Him, man is dust. With Him, man lives, breathes, and has his being.

3 of 10: The Doctrine of the Spirit of God — Wisdom, Skill, and Holy Workmanship

Introduction

There is a kind of shallow religion that thinks the only place the Spirit of God shows up isin
a sermon, a shout, a miracle, a public display, or some dramatic manifestation that makes
people feel as though heaven just brushed the back wall of the building. That kind of



religion is usually loud, thin, and badly taught. It does not know the Bible well enough to
recognize that the Spirit of God is not only the author of prophecy, the giver of life, and the
power behind divine revelation, but also the giver of wisdom, understanding, knowledge,
and skill for the work God appoints. The same Holy Ghost who moved upon the face of the
waters in Genesis 1:2, and who is tied to the breath of life in Job 33:4, also filled a man in
Exodus with craftsmanship. That fact alone should embarrass a lot of modern church
foolishness. It means true spirituality is not measured merely by excitement, volume, or
display. Sometimes the Spirit of God shows up in a steady hand, a disciplined mind, a wise
design, and a work done exactly according to God’s pattern.

That is why Bezalel deserves more attention than he usually gets. The Lord says, “And |
have filled him with the spirit of God, in wisdom, and in understanding, and in knowledge,
and in all manner of workmanship” (Exod. 31:3). The statement is repeated in Exodus
35:31. Now that is not an accident, and it is not a side note. The Spirit of God is directly
connected with the making of the tabernacle, the furniture, the garments, the art, and the
beauty of a divinely appointed structure where God would manifest His presence among
His people. In other words, when God had a work to be done, He did nhot merely issue
commands and then stand back hoping somebody with natural talent might stumble into
the right arrangement. He provided the Spirit-filled wisdom and skill necessary for the task.
That changes the way a Bible believer ought to think about labor, service, excellence,
beauty, and consecrated ability.

This essay is here to widen the lens. The doctrine of the Spirit of God is not only about
preaching with fire, prophesying with authority, or confronting darkness with power. Itis
also about building what God orders, shaping what God reveals, and bringing holy
intelligence to the task He appoints. The Spirit of God is just as concerned with faithful
construction as with fiery proclamation. He cares about order as much as utterance, about
precision as much as passion, and about workmanship as much as warning. That truth is
badly needed in an age where people confuse sloppiness with sincerity, disorder with
liberty, and emotional noise with spiritual depth. The Spirit of God is not the patron saint of
chaos. He is the giver of wise, fitting, beautiful, useful labor that serves the glory of God.

1. The Spirit of God Fills a Craftsman

Exodus 31 is one of the great corrective passages in all the Bible for men who have reduced
spirituality to public speaking and emotional excitement. The Lord tells Moses, “See, | have
called by name Bezaleel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah: And | have filled
him with the spirit of God, in wisdom, and in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all
manner of workmanship” (Exod. 31:2-3). There it is in black and white. The Spirit of God
filled a man, not first for preaching, not first for prophecy, not first for a miracle, but for



workmanship. That means craftsmanship is not outside the sphere of divine enablement. It
is inside it when the work is God-appointed and God-governed.

That verse alone ought to wreck the cheap idea that “spiritual” always means dramatic.
Sometimes the most spiritual man in the camp is not the loudest man in the camp.
Sometimes it is the man who quietly, carefully, faithfully does what God told him to do with
wisdom, understanding, and skill. The Lord did not merely say that Bezalel had natural
ability. He said, “I have filled him with the spirit of God” (Exod. 31:3). That means the
wisdom in the work came from above. The understanding came from above. The knowledge
came from above. The workmanship was not disconnected from the Spirit’s ministry. It was
an expression of it. That is one of the most neglected truths in the whole study of the Spirit
of God.

There is something else worth noticing. The Lord says, “l have called by name Bezaleel”
(Exod. 31:2). God did not commission a vague workforce and hope for the best. He called a
man by name and equipped him for the assignment. That is how the Lord often works. He
appoints, and then He enables. He calls, and then He supplies. He does not merely
demand what He never furnishes. That ought to comfort any believer who feels
overwhelmed by the task God has given him. If the Lord appoints the work, He can provide
the wisdom for the work. The Spirit of God does not only empower the preacher in the
pulpit. He equips the servant at the taskbench.

2. Wisdom, Understanding, Knowledge, and Workmanship

The list in Exodus 31:3 is worth slowing down for. The Lord says He filled Bezalel “with the
spirit of God, in wisdom, and in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner of
workmanship.” That is not random wording. Wisdom speaks of the right application of
truth. Understanding speaks of grasping how things fit together. Knowledge speaks of
knowing the materials, the requirements, the realities of the task. Workmanship speaks of
the actual execution, the skill to make something according to the pattern God revealed.
Put them together and you have a complete picture of Spirit-enabled labor: knowing what
should be done, understanding how it should be done, and having the skill to do it well.

Now that is a rebuke to both laziness and chaos in the work of God. Some people think
good intentions are enough. They imagine that if they mean well, the Lord is obligated to
bless confusion, carelessness, mediocrity, and half-hearted effort. But the Spirit of God
filled Bezalel with wisdom, understanding, knowledge, and workmanship. That means God
is not glorified by sloppy handling of His work. He is hot honored by a shrug, a shortcut, or a
careless spirit. He gave detailed instructions for the tabernacle because details mattered.
And when it came time to carry them out, He supplied a man with the Spirit-enabled ability



to doitright. The Lord was not impressed by guesswork. He gave a pattern and an
empowered craftsman.

This truth reaches far beyond the tabernacle. In any labor God ordains, these same
elements matter. A man needs wisdom to know the Lord’s mind, understanding to see the
structure of the work, knowledge to deal with the realities involved, and workmanship to
carry it out faithfully. That applies to teaching, writing, counseling, parenting, building,
giving, administration, and every other service God appoints. The Spirit of God is not
threatened by intelligence. He is the giver of holy intelligence. He is not insulted by
excellence. He is the source of true excellence when it is submitted to God. The problem is
not skill. The problem is skill cut loose from consecration. In Exodus 31, the Spirit of God
joins them back together.

3. Holy Design Is Not Worldly Vanity

The work Bezalel was appointed to do was not merely functional. It was beautiful. The
tabernacle, its furniture, its embroidered curtains, its priestly garments, its gold, silver,
brass, wood, colors, and proportions were all part of a divinely ordered system of worship
and typology. God says Bezalel was filled with the Spirit to “devise cunning works, to work
in gold, and in silver, and in brass, And in cutting of stones, to set them, and in carving of
timber, to work in all manner of workmanship” (Exod. 31:4-5). That means beauty itself,
when governed by God’s purpose, is not vanity. It is part of holy design. The Spirit of God
had no problem enabling art when that art served the truth of God and the order of God.

Thatis important because some religious people react to worldliness by becoming
suspicious of all beauty, design, and excellence. Since the world uses beauty for vanity,
seduction, and pride, they begin to act like anything refined, ordered, or artistically careful
must be suspect. But the tabernacle was not ugly. It was not crude. It was not careless. It
was crafted. It was designed. It was beautiful according to God’s own revealed pattern. The
Spirit of God was involved in that beauty. That means the issue is not whether something is
beautiful, skillful, or well-made. The issue is who it serves, what it represents, and whether
itis submitted to divine purpose.

The opposite error is just as bad. Plenty of men love beauty without truth, art without
holiness, and design without obedience. They adore aesthetics while despising the God
who made beauty possible. That is idolatry with better lighting. But the Bible puts holy
designinits proper place. In Exodus the beauty is not there to flatter man. It is there to
serve God’s revelation. It is beautiful because it is fitting. It is artistic because it is obedient.
Itis skillful because it is governed by truth. That is the difference between holy



workmanship and worldly vanity. The Spirit of God enables the former and has no
fellowship with the latter.

4. The Pattern Comes From God, Not Man

One of the great truths running through Exodus is that Moses was not building according to
imagination. He was building according to pattern. The Lord repeatedly gave specific
instructions, dimensions, materials, arrangements, and purposes. Hebrews later says
Moses was admonished of God to make all things “according to the pattern shewed to thee
in the mount” (Heb. 8:5). That means Bezalel’s craftsmanship was not self-expression in
the modern sense. It was faithful execution of a divine blueprint. He was not inventing the
tabernacle. He was carrying out the Lord’s design. The Spirit of God filled him for
obedience, not originality detached from revelation.

That distinction is crucial. Modern religion is drunk on creativity with no governing authority.
Men want to “reimagine” church, “rethink” doctrine, “reframe” biblical truth, and
“innovate” worship as though God left everything loose so their generation could finally
improve on heaven’s instructions. That spirit is not the Spirit of God. Bezalel was Spirit-
filled, but he was Spirit-filled to do what God said. The Lord did not fill him so he could
replace the gold with something trendier, revise the measurements to suit his personality,
or strip out the symbolism because it no longer felt relevant. The Spirit of God did not come
to erase the pattern. He came to carry it out.

This is one of the clearest lessons in the chapter. When God appoints a work, the Spirit
does not lead men away from God’s revelation. He leads them into faithful obedience to it.
Thatis true in doctrine, worship, service, and labor. The Spirit of God is never the author of
rebellion against the pattern God has given. Whether the issue is the tabernacle in Exodus,
the gospel in Galatians, the order of the church in the epistles, or the holy walk of the
believer, the Spirit does not bless self-willed innovation against the revealed mind of God.
He gives wisdom and skill for obedience. That is holy workmanship. Everything else is
religious freelancing.

5. The Spirit of God and Shared Labor

Exodus 31 does not end with Bezalel alone. The Lord also says, “And |, behold, | have given
with him Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan” (Exod. 31:6). Then He says, “in
the hearts of all that are wise hearted | have put wisdom, that they may make all that | have
commanded thee” (Exod. 31:6). That is a wonderful truth. The Spirit of God’s enabling is not
always isolated in one public figure. Sometimes God raises a lead craftsman, and then He
supplies wisdom to others alongside him for the same task. The work of God, while often



directed through appointed individuals, also involves shared labor under divine wisdom.
The Spirit does not merely create stars. He creates servants.

That should be a comfort and a correction. It is a comfort because not every work of God
rests on one pair of hands. The Lord knows how to distribute wisdom, ability, and support
among those involved in the task. It is a correction because many people want the front-
facing role but not the supporting labor. They want the recognition without the
responsibility, the title without the toil, and the spotlight without the submission. But much
of the Lord’s work gets done through wise-hearted people who are never the central public
figure and yet are every bit as necessary to the assignment. The Spirit of God gave wisdom
to “all that are wise hearted” for the work commanded by God (Exod. 31:6).

This also teaches something precious about unity. The shared labor was not chaotic,
competitive, or ego-driven. It was directed toward “all that | have commanded thee” (Exod.
31:6). The work was unified because the command was singular. When men are truly
governed by the Spirit of God, they do not spend all their time jostling for importance. They
understand the task, the pattern, and their place in it. Some shape. Some carve. Some
weave. Some overlay. Some assemble. But all serve the same revealed purpose. Thatis
what the Spirit produces when He governs labor. He does not create rivalry dressed up as
ministry. He creates wise-hearted cooperation under divine authority.

6. Spirituality Is More Than Emotion

A great many people have no doctrine of the Spirit of God beyond emotion. If something
feels intense, they call it spiritual. If something is loud, they assume it must be anointed. If
something produces tears, chills, or excitement, they conclude that the Holy Ghost must
be present in unusual power. But Exodus 31 and 35 stand like two granite pillars against
that shallowness. “And he hath filled him with the spirit of God, in wisdom, in
understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship” (Exod. 35:31). There
is nothing in that verse about worked-up emotion. The emphasis is on wisdom,
understanding, knowledge, and craftsmanship. That is not less spiritual. It is biblical
spirituality.

That is not to say the Spirit of God never stirs deep feeling. Of course He does. He convicts,
comforts, burdens, rejoices, and moves the heart. But the modern tendency is to mistake
emotion for proof. A person can cry over a song, shout in a meeting, or feel deeply moved
and still be operating in total ignorance of God’s truth. The Spirit of God in Exodus reminds
you that genuine spirituality includes intelligence, discipline, accuracy, patience, and skill.
Itincludes carefulness. It includes design. It includes doing the thing right. A man may be



less noisy and more spiritual than the whole row of religious performers beside him if he is
wisely carrying out what God appointed.

That is why this doctrine is so needed. It broadens the believer’s understanding of what the
Spirit’s work looks like. The Spirit of God is not only present in mountaintop moments. He is
present in faithful labor. He is present in careful obedience. He is present in holy
intelligence applied to the task God gives. He is present where a man refuses sloppiness
because he fears God. He is present where truth shapes labor and labor serves truth. The
church has suffered immeasurably because too many people equate spirituality with
spectacle and overlook the quiet, weighty, Spirit-enabled excellence of a job done
according to God’s word.

7. God Still Gives Ability for What He Appoints

The great practical takeaway from Bezalel’s story is simple: when God appoints a work, He
is able to supply what is needed to carry it out. He did not call Bezalel and then leave him
empty. He filled him with the Spirit of God for the assignment. That principle shows up all
through Scripture. The Lord does not always give everything in advance, and He certainly
does not cater to man’s laziness, but He knows how to furnish what His calling requires.
“Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it” (1 Thess. 5:24). That does not mean the
servant becomes passive. It means he can labor with confidence that the God who gave
the taskis not unable to sustain the worker.

This is where a lot of believers need help. Some are intimidated by the task because they
look only at their natural weakness. Others are careless because they assume God will
bless whatever falls out of their hands. Both errors miss the point. The right position is
dependence joined with diligence. Bezalel had to work. The wise-hearted had to labor. The
gold had to be shaped, the wood carved, the curtains woven, the stones set. But the
underlying truth was that God had put wisdom there. He had supplied the ability. The work
was not a monument to human brilliance. It was a testimony to divine enablement working
through consecrated labor.

That truth ought to steady every saint who wants to serve the Lord faithfully. Whether the
assignment is preaching, teaching, writing, building, counseling, organizing, giving,
helping, or some unseen labor nobody on earth applauds, the Lord is not short on wisdom.
He is not bankrupt in understanding. He is not unable to furnish strength, clarity, skill, and
perseverance. The question is not whether God can supply what He appoints. The question
is whether the servant will stay humble enough, obedient enough, and diligent enough to
receive and use what God gives. The Spirit of God still equips for holy workmanship, and



every task truly born of God carries within it the promise that the Lord knows how to provide
what He has required.

Conclusion

The doctrine of the Spirit of God becomes much richer when Exodus 31 and 35 are allowed
to say what they say. The Spirit of God is not only the author of prophecy, the giver of life,
and the power behind divine acts. He is also the giver of wisdom, understanding,
knowledge, and workmanship. He filled Bezalel for labor that was careful, skillful,
beautiful, useful, and exactly suited to the revealed pattern of God. That means the Spirit of
God is not confined to the dramatic. He is just as present in holy construction as in holy
proclamation. He is just as concerned with a faithful hand as with a fiery tongue. And in an
age drunk on noise and spectacle, that truth needs to be shouted from the housetops.

This also corrects the way believers think about labor. There is no biblical divide between
“spiritual” work and “practical” work when both are submitted to God’s calling and
governed by His word. The tabernacle was full of doctrine, but it was also full of
craftsmanship. The gold had to be hammered, the fabric woven, the wood shaped, the
stones set, and the garments made. The Spirit of God was in it. That means holy
intelligence, holy design, holy beauty, and holy accuracy are not enemies of spirituality.
They are often its fruit. When God appoints the work, He can also supply the worker with
what the task demands.

So the lessonis plain. Stop measuring spirituality by excitement alone. Stop imagining that
loudness equals anointing and disorder equals liberty. The Spirit of God gives life, yes. He
gives power, yes. He gives truth, yes. But He also gives wisdom for the work, skill for the
assignment, understanding for the pattern, and faithfulness in the labor. Blessed be God
for that. The house of God has always needed men who can preach with fire, but it has also
needed men who can build according to pattern. And the same Spirit who empowers the
first empowers the second. That is holy workmanship, and it is every bit as much the
doctrine of the Spirit of God as thunder on Sinai or a prophet with a burden in his bones.

4 of 10: The Doctrine of the Spirit of God — Upon Prophets, Kings, and Chosen Vessels

Introduction

One of the quickest ways to make a mess out of Bible doctrine is to read every passage on
the Spirit of God as though God never changed anything in the way He dealt with men
across the dispensations. That kind of sloppy handling is one reason churches stay



confused, preachers stay muddled, and Christians spend half their lives trying to force Old
Testament language into New Testament revelation or vice versa. The King James Bible
does not present the Spirit of God as operating in exactly the same outward administrative
manner in every age. There are great truths about His character and power that remain
consistent, but the way He works in relation to particular men, covenants, offices, and
divine purposes must be read where God placed them. In the Old Testament, one of the
great repeated patterns is that the Spirit of God came upon men for a purpose. He came
upon prophets, kings, messengers, judges, and chosen vessels when God intended to
speak, act, warn, confront, lead, or overrule. That is the theme before us now.

This is where the doctrine starts to get very practical and very sharp. The Spirit of God in the
Old Testament is not presented as a decorative religious accessory. He is not there to give a
man a warm inward glow so he can go on being useless in a slightly more spiritual mood.
When the Spirit of God came upon a man in the Old Testament record, things happened.
Men prophesied. Men spoke. Men warned. Men confronted kings and nations. Men led
armies. Men rebuked sin. Men were seized by divine urgency. The Spirit of God did not
come upon them to make them passive, ornamental, or soft as warm butter in July. He
came with power, force, purpose, and visible consequence. That alone is enough to shame
a generation of modern churchgoers who think spirituality consists in talking gently about
their feelings while never confronting error, never obeying truth, and never moving when
God says move.

At the same time, this study must be handled carefully. The Old Testament pattern of the
Spirit of God coming upon men for specific purposes is not identical to the New Testament
revelation of the indwelling Spirit in the Body of Christ. A man who will not distinguish those
truths will end up in doctrinal tangles before breakfast. David could pray, “Take not thy holy
spirit from me” (Ps. 51:11), and a Church Age believer sealed by “that holy Spirit of
promise” (Eph. 1:13) is not standing on the same outward ground as David was under the
Mosaic economy. That distinction matters. But the distinction does not lessen the
seriousness of the Old Testament pattern. It heightens it. It shows the Spirit of God
operating in the historical life of Israel with mighty purpose, and it teaches by example that
when God empowers a man, that empowerment is never trivial. This essay will trace that
line through prophets, kings, and chosen vessels, and it will expose just how weak and
sentimental most modern talk about “the Spirit” really is.

1. The Old Testament Pattern: The Spirit of God Came Upon Men

When you begin tracing the exact phrase, one repeated expression starts flashing like a
signal light: “the Spirit of God came upon.” Numbers 24:2 says, “the spirit of God came
upon him,” speaking of Balaam. First Samuel 10:10 says of Saul, “the Spirit of God came



upon him, and he prophesied among them.” First Samuel 11:6 says, “the Spirit of God
came upon Saul when he heard those tidings, and his anger was kindled greatly.” First
Samuel 19:20 says the Spirit of God “was upon the messengers of Saul.” First Samuel 19:23
says the Spirit of God “was upon him also,” referring again to Saul. Second Chronicles 15:1
says, “the Spirit of God came upon Azariah.” Second Chronicles 24:20 says, “the Spirit of
God came upon Zechariah.” That wording is not there for decoration. It is the Holy Ghost
giving you a pattern.

That pattern tells you something immediately. In these passages the Spirit of God is
presented in relation to a specific divine action in a specific historical setting. He comes
upon a man for a task, a word, a confrontation, a prophetic utterance, or a moment of
leadership. The emphasis is hot on vague inward sentiment. It is on empowerment from
above for visible purpose below. That is the Old Testament line. The Spirit of God came
upon men because God had business to handle through them. He was not giving them a
spiritual hobby. He was putting heaven’s force into earth’s scene for a definite end. That is
why the results are concrete and not foggy. Men speak. Men prophesy. Men act. Men
confront. Men move.

That ought to cure some of the syrupy language modern religion has wrapped around the
doctrine of the Spirit. In the Bible, when the Spirit of God comes upon a man, nobody is left
guessing whether anything happened. There is motion. There is utterance. There is
authority. There is urgency. There is consequence. Modern church culture has produced a
type of spirituality that is all perfume and no power, all language and no labor, all
tenderness and no truth. But the Old Testament pattern stands there like an oak tree. The
Spirit of God came upon men, and when He did, they were not turned into religious
furniture. They were seized for divine purpose.

2. Divine Empowerment Was Task-Centered and Moment-Specific

One of the most important doctrinal observations in this study is that the Old Testament
coming of the Spirit upon men was often tied to a particular task or moment. Saul in 1
Samuel 10:10 receives the Spirit of God and prophesies. In 1 Samuel 11:6 the Spirit comes
upon him in connection with national crisis and leadership. Saul’s messengers in 1 Samuel
19:20 are overtaken in a prophetic scene at Naioth. Azariah receives the Spiritin 2
Chronicles 15:1 to deliver a divine message to Asa. Zechariah receives the Spiritin 2
Chronicles 24:20 to rebuke the people publicly. In each case there is a situation, a purpose,
and a divine intervention. The Spirit of God is not wandering aimlessly through Israel
looking for sentimental experiences to create. He is operating with precision.



That task-centered nature matters because it keeps a man from reading the Old Testament
like a pile of devotional blurbs detached from history. The Spirit of God came upon men
because God had appointed something to be done or said at that moment. Whether the
task involved prophecy, leadership, warning, confrontation, or even judicial rebuke, the
empowerment fit the need. That tells you something about God’s wisdom. He does not
squander divine power. He applies it. He directs it. He sends it where it serves His counsel.
The Spirit’s coming upon a man is never a random spiritual weather pattern. It is bound up
with the purpose of God in real time.

This is also where the doctrinal distinction from the New Testament must be kept clean. In
the Body of Christ, the Spirit indwells the believer as part of the present revelation of union
with Christ, sealing, and sonship. But in these Old Testament cases the repeated emphasis
is that the Spirit came upon men in connection with office, event, or message. That is why
David could lose the kingdom while still remaining an object of God’s covenant dealings,
and why Saul could be endowed for kingship-related moments while still proving spiritually
rotten. The outward administrative action of the Spirit in those passages is not identical to
the full New Testament revelation. A man who fails to see that will end up making the Bible
say things it never said. But once the distinction is kept, the Old Testament passages shine
all the brighter.

3. The Spirit of God Upon Balaam: God Uses the Unworthy

Numbers 24:2 is one of the most startling texts in the entire study: “And Balaam lifted up
his eyes, and he saw Israel abiding in his tents according to their tribes; and the spirit of
God came upon him.” There is a sermon in that verse that will smoke the hypocrisy out of
half the ministry. Balaam is not a pattern of holiness. He is not some sweet old Bible
teacher who wandered into a rough patch. He is a compromised, covetous religious
operator who loved the wages of unrighteousness. Second Peter 2:15 and Jude 11 leave no
doubt about his character. Yet there he stands with the Spirit of God coming upon him and
causing him to speak God’s truth. That is a fearsome thing.

What that proves is that God is not hostage to the vessel when He determines to speak.
Balaam may have been crooked, but the Lord can draw a straight line with a crooked stick if
He chooses. That ought to sober every preacher alive. A man can say something true and
still be wrong with God. A man can be used in a moment and still be corrupt in motive. A
man can have the truth come out of his mouth while his heart is wrapped around money,
reputation, compromise, or self-advancement. Balaam is the standing warning against the
childish idea that usefulness proves approval. No, sir. God can override the man. He can
put truth through a vessel without endorsing the vessel’s inward condition.



There is another side to it as well. Balaam’s case magnifies the sovereignty of God over
revelation. Balak wanted cursing. Balaam wanted the reward. God wanted blessing for
Israel. Guess whose will prevailed. “How shall | curse, whom God hath not cursed?” (Num.
23:8). When the Spirit of God came upon Balaam, heaven’s purpose overruled earth’s
schemes. That ought to encourage the Bible believer. God’s truth does not rest on the
moral perfection of every human instrument. Its authority rests on God who gave it. Balaam
is no comfort for hypocrites, but he is strong proof that the Spirit of God can seize a scene,
master a tongue, and establish the counsel of the Lord in spite of man’s corruption.

4. The Spirit of God Upon Saul: Leadership, Prophecy, and Exposure

Saul provides one of the richest case studies in this whole doctrine because his life shows
both the reality of divine empowerment and the tragedy of human failure. In 1 Samuel
10:10, after Samuel had anointed him, “the Spirit of God came upon him, and he
prophesied among them.” That is striking. The newly chosen king is overtaken by the Spirit
and prophesies. The event is so marked that people say, “Is Saul also among the
prophets?” (1 Sam. 10:11). The Spirit’s coming upon Saul in that moment was connected to
his new role and to a divine sign confirming God’s dealings with him. It was public,
unmistakable, and powerful.

Thenin 1 Samuel 11:6 the Spirit of God comes upon Saul again in a different setting: “And
the Spirit of God came upon Saul when he heard those tidings, and his anger was kindled
greatly.” Here the effect is not prophetic utterance alone but kingly action. The Ammonite
threat against Jabesh-gilead is on the table, and the Spirit of God moves Saulinto righteous
indignation and decisive leadership. The result is national mobilization and deliverance.
That is important. When the Spirit of God came upon Saul in that context, it did not
produce softness or paralysis. It produced force, leadership, urgency, and victory. The
Spirit’s empowerment was fitted to the crisis at hand.

But Saul’s story also warns us that outward empowerment is not the same as inward
faithfulness. This is where modern religion falls on its face. People see a man moved,
gifted, capable, even publicly impressive, and they assume everything must be right. Saul
destroys that illusion. He could prophesy under the Spirit’s coming and still later rebel
against the word of the Lord. He could lead in battle under divine empowerment and still
become ajealous, self-willed, disobedient king whose kingdom was torn away. That is not a
contradiction. Itis a warning. The Spirit of God coming upon a man for office-related action
does not erase the man’s responsibility to obey. Divine empowerment magnifies
accountability; it does not cancelit.



5. The Spirit of God Upon Saul’s Messengers and Saul Himself: God Can Stop a Wicked
Agenda

First Samuel 19 gives one of the most fascinating scenes in the Old Testament. Saul is
hunting David like a mad dog. He sends messengers to capture him, but when they come to
Naioth and see the company of prophets prophesying with Samuel standing over them,
“the Spirit of God was upon the messengers of Saul, and they also prophesied” (1 Sam.
19:20). Saul sends other messengers, and the same thing happens. Then he goes himself,
and “the Spirit of God was upon him also, and he went on, and prophesied, until he came
to Naioth in Ramah” (1 Sam. 19:23). That scene is so striking it almost reads like divine
mockery of Saul’s rebellion.

What is happening there? God is overruling a murderous agenda by the coming of His Spirit
upon the very men sent to carry it out. Saul’s intention is violent. God’s intervention is
sovereign. The messengers arrive to arrest a fugitive and leave prophesying. Saul himself
comes in wrath and ends stripped of royal dignity, overtaken in a prophetic scene he did not
control. That is heaven stepping in and saying, in effect, “You will go this far and no farther.”
The Spirit of God there is not merely empowering for ministry; He is actively frustrating
wicked plans. He is the divine interrupter of an unrighteous mission.

That has real doctrinal and practical value. First, it shows the Spirit of God is not passive in
history. He can seize men against their intention and turn the scene to serve God’s
purpose. Second, it shows that spiritual manifestation by itself is no guarantee of spiritual
health. Saul prophesies in that chapter, but he is still Saul. His heart is still bent wrong. That
should make every Bible believer cautious about judging spirituality by outward experience
alone. Third, it shows that when God sets His hand to protect His servant and preserve His
purpose, He has means beyond anything man can calculate. The Spirit of God can arrest
the arresters. He can halt the pursuers. He can make the enemies of truth serve the very
God they oppose.

6. The Spirit of God Upon Azariah and Zechariah: Warning and Confrontation

The Spirit of God in the Old Testament did not come only for kingship or signs. He also
came for warning and confrontation. Second Chronicles 15:1 says, “And the Spirit of God
came upon Azariah the son of Oded.” What follows is a bold word to Asa and to Judah: “The
LORD is with you, while ye be with him; and if ye seek him, he will be found of you; but if ye
forsake him, he will forsake you” (2 Chron. 15:2). That is not soft religious encouragement
detached from moral reality. It is a covenantal warning delivered with clarity and force. The
Spirit of God came upon Azariah so the word of the Lord would cut straight through the
national situation.



Thenin 2 Chronicles 24:20 the line appears again: “And the Spirit of God came upon
Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the priest, which stood above the people, and said unto
them, Thus saith God, Why transgress ye the commandments of the LORD, that ye cannot
prosper?” That is the Spirit of God empowering public rebuke. Zechariah is not conducting
a therapeutic conversation. He is confronting the people with their sin, explaining their lack
of prosperity, and laying the blame exactly where it belongs: “because ye have forsaken the
LORD, he hath also forsaken you” (2 Chron. 24:20). Then they stone him. That is how the
flesh often responds when the Spirit of God tells the truth.

There is a tremendous lesson there for anyone who thinks spiritual men are always the
smoothest, most agreeable voices in the room. Not according to Scripture. Sometimes the
clearest proof of the Spirit’s coming upon a man is that he stands up and says what nobody
wants to hear. He tells the truth plainly. He confronts sin directly. He refuses to flatter
rebellion. Azariah and Zechariah were not given the Spirit to make them more socially
polished. They were given the Spirit to warn, rebuke, and call the nation back to God. That is
one reason modern churches are so starved. They want a spirit that comforts their vanity,
not the Spirit of God who confronts their sin.

7. The Spirit of God and the Difference Between Upon and Within

At this point in the study the doctrinal distinction must be stated carefully and plainly. In
the Old Testament passages we have traced, the repeated language is that the Spirit of God
came upon men. That wording matters. It is not the full New Testament revelation of the
Spirit’s indwelling relation to the believer in the Body of Christ. In Romans 8:9 Paul says, “if
so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you.” In 1 Corinthians 3:16 he says, “the Spirit of God
dwelleth in you.” That is different language because it is different revelation in a different
dispensational setting. A man who ignores that distinction will either spiritualize away the
Old Testament or flatten the New Testament into confusion.

This is why David’s prayer in Psalm 51:11 cannot simply be copied into Church Age doctrine
without thought: “Take not thy holy spirit from me.” David is speaking as a man under Old
Testament covenant conditions after grievous sin, with the kingdom in view and the
outward administrative dealings of God in play. A New Testament believer sealed unto the
day of redemption is not standing on identical ground. That does not make David’s prayer
less inspired or less precious; it just means the Bible must be divided as God divided it. The
Spirit’s coming upon men in the Old Testament was often task-centered, office-related,
and moment-specific. The indwelling revelation in the Body of Christ is one of the glorious
truths of this present dispensation.



But let no one misuse that distinction to weaken the Old Testament passages. They are not
inferior because they are different. They are mighty. They reveal the Spirit of God acting with
force in the life of Israel, seizing men for prophecy, leadership, warning, and divine
intervention. They teach that when God empowers, the result is serious. They teach that
the Spirit of God is never trivial. They teach that visible spiritual power does not excuse
disobedience. They teach that God can use the unworthy, overrule the wicked, empower
the chosen, and rebuke the rebellious. And if modern Christians would study those truths
more carefully, they might stop turning the doctrine of the Spirit into a sentimental puddle
and recover some fear of God.

Conclusion

The Old Testament pattern of the Spirit of God coming upon prophets, kings, and chosen
vessels is one of the strongest correctives in all of Scripture to modern cheap talk about
spirituality. When the Spirit of God came upon Balaam, God overruled corruption and
forced blessing where men wanted cursing. When the Spirit of God came upon Saul, there
was prophecy, leadership, righteous anger, and public consequence. When the Spirit of
God came upon Saul’s messengers and Saul himself at Naioth, God halted a wicked
agenda and exposed how powerless rebellion is when heaven intervenes. When the Spirit
of God came upon Azariah and Zechariah, warning and confrontation rang out with force. In
every case, the Spirit’s coming meant something happened.

That should settle several things. First, Old Testament empowerment was often specific,
task-centered, and moment-related; it was not identical to the New Testament revelation
of indwelling in the Body of Christ. Second, the Spirit of God did not come upon men to
make them passive, decorative, or emotionally interesting. He came with authority,
urgency, and visible force. Third, outward spiritual manifestation never guaranteed inward
faithfulness, as the cases of Balaam and Saul make painfully clear. Those truths together
form a serious doctrine. They magnify God’s sovereignty, expose man’s frailty, and strip the
glitter off a thousand shallow assumptions.

So the right way to leave this study is not with a slogan but with a warning and a comfort.
The warning is that no man should confuse gifting, usefulness, or outward power with a
heart right before God. Saul and Balaam should cure that disease. The comfort is that God
is sovereign over history, over speech, over kings, over prophets, over messengers, and over
every scene where His purpose must stand. The Spirit of God who came upon men in the
Old Testament was no tame religious force. He was and is the mighty Spirit of the living
God. And wherever He truly lays hold of a man, something more than sentiment shows up.
Truth shows up. Power shows up. Action shows up. Consequence shows up. That is the
doctrine, and it still cuts straight through the syrup of modern religion.



5 of 10: The Doctrine of the Spirit of God - When God Overrides the Man

Introduction

There are few truths in Scripture more terrifying to a preacher, teacher, or religious worker
than this one: a man can be used by God in one sense and still be rotten in another. That
truth does not fit the sentimental religion of our day, because modern Christianity is drunk
on appearances. If a man is gifted, influential, eloquent, productive, platformed, quoted,
and followed, the average church crowd assumes he must be right with God. If he says
enough things that sound biblical, if he draws tears, if he draws crowds, if he has stories, if
he has charisma, if he can move people emotionally, the assumption is that heaven’s
stamp must be all over him. But the King James Bible is not nearly that gullible. It
introduces men like Balaam and says, in effect, “Watch this carefully, because God may
speak through a man without approving the man.” That will sober you up in a hurry.

The key verse in this study is Numbers 24:2: “And Balaam lifted up his eyes, and he saw
Israel abiding in his tents according to their tribes; and the spirit of God came upon him.”
Now there is enough in that one verse to shake the rafters in half the ministries across the
country. Balaam is not some tenderhearted saint struggling under misunderstanding. He is
a compromised prophet for hire, a man whose heart is bent toward reward, whose motives
are corrupt, and whose name becomes a byword in Scripture for greed, false teaching, and
spiritual treachery. Second Peter 2:15 says he “loved the wages of unrighteousness.” Jude
11 warns of “the error of Balaam for reward.” Revelation 2:14 condemns “the doctrine of
Balaam.” Yet in Numbers 24:2 the Spirit of God came upon him. That is no small thing. That
is God reaching down and overriding a crooked vessel to force out heaven’s truth.

This essay stands as one of the warning bells of the whole series. It is hot here to produce
suspicion toward every servant of God. It is here to destroy the dangerous lie that outward
usefulness proves inward faithfulness. Balaam stands in Scripture like a thundercloud over
all professional religion. He shows that divine use is not the same as divine favor, that
uttering truth is not the same as loving truth, and that a man can handle holy things while
remaining unholy in his motives. God is able to override the man. He can put truth through
the wrong mouth. He can make a covetous prophet say something glorious. He can force
His own purpose through a vessel that deserves judgment. But no man should ever take
that as comfort for hypocrisy. It is a warning sharp enough to draw blood.

1. Balaam the Prophet for Hire

Before you ever get to Numbers 24:2, Balaam’s character is already beginning to show
itself. Balak, king of Moab, sends for him because he has a reputation as a spiritual man
whose words carry weight. The king says, “for | wot that he whom thou blessest is blessed,



and he whom thou cursestis cursed” (Num. 22:6). Balaam is not a pagan witch doctor in
the ordinary sense. He is a religious figure with genuine spiritual awareness and a
recognized ability to operate in matters tied to the unseen world. That is what makes him so
dangerous. The worst deceivers are not usually the obvious fools on the fringe. They are
men close enough to truth to sound convincing and crooked enough in heart to sell what
they know for gain.

The first crack in Balaam’s character appears in the way he handles God’s plain word. The
Lord tells him, “Thou shalt not go with them; thou shalt not curse the people: for they are
blessed” (Num. 22:12). That should have settled the matter. But Balaam’s heart is already
leaning toward the reward. When more honorable princes come with greater promises,
Balaam says, “Tarry ye also here this night, that | may know what the LORD will say unto me
more” (Num. 22:19). More? About what? God had already spoken. But that is how
compromise works. A man rarely denies the truth outright at first. He just keeps reopening
what God already settled because he wants a different answer. Balaam’s problem is not
lack of revelation. It is love of reward.

That is exactly where many religious men destroy themselves. They know what the Book
says, but they keep revisiting the issue because money, recognition, position, access, or
influence is calling to them louder than obedience. They will phrase it piously, of course.
They will say they are “seeking the Lord,” “waiting on God,” or “trying to discern the next
step.” What they often mean is that they are shopping for permission to do what they
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wanted all along. Balaam is the patron saint of that kind of corruption. He is the man who
knows enough truth to sound legitimate while his heart is already negotiating with
unrighteous wages. And that makes the fact that the Spirit of God comes upon him later all
the more frightening.

2. God’s Sovereignty Over a Corrupt Vessel

When you reach Numbers 24:2 and read, “the spirit of God came upon him,” you are not
looking at divine approval of Balaam’s heart. You are looking at divine sovereignty over
Balaam’s tongue. That distinction is everything. God is not endorsing the covetousness of
the prophet. He is overriding the prophet to ensure that His word, and not Balak’s payment,
rules the moment. Balaam wants one thing, Balak wants another, but God wants His own
purpose declared over Israel, and that purpose will stand. The Spirit of God comes upon
Balaam, not because Balaam deserves to be honored, but because God has determined to
speak. That is one of the clearest demonstrations in Scripture that God can use a man
without approving the man.



This is where the fear of God ought to return to the pulpit. Too many religious workers
assume that if God uses them publicly, He must be pleased with them privately. Balaam
destroys that fantasy. A man can be an instrument in a moment and still be crooked in his
motives. A man can speak accurately under divine override and still be spiritually diseased.
A man can be caught up in a scene where God’s truth comes through him and still go down
in history as a warning, not a pattern. Balaam proves that the authority of God’s truth does
not rest on the purity of the vessel. It rests on the God who gave it. That is comforting for the
authority of revelation, but terrifying for the man through whom it came.

Look carefully at what happens. Balaam keeps trying to maneuver around God’s clear
intent, but each attempt only becomes another platform for God to declare blessing on
Israel. “How shall | curse, whom God hath not cursed?” (Num. 23:8). “God is not a man,
that he should lie” (Num. 23:19). “He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob” (Num. 23:21), not in
the sense of covenant judgment in that scene. Finally, when the Spirit of God comes upon
himin Numbers 24:2, Balaam begins uttering some of the most remarkable messianic and
prophetic words in the Pentateuch. That is not Balaam rising to holiness. That is God taking
over the microphone. It is heaven reminding earth that the vessel does not control the truth
when the Almighty decides to speak.

3. Prophetic Override Is Not Personal Approval

One of the great mistakes people make when reading Balaam is to confuse prophetic
activity with personal godliness. But the Bible refuses to let you do that. Balaam’s
prophecies are true, elevated, and divinely significant, yet the New Testament never
rehabilitates his character. Instead, it brands him. Second Peter 2:15 says false teachers
have “gone astray, following the way of Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved the wages of
unrighteousness.” Jude 11 speaks of men who “ran greedily after the error of Balaam for
reward.” Revelation 2:14 refers to “Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock
before the children of Israel.” So there is no room left for sentimental revisionism. Balaam
spoke truth, but Balaam was still Balaam.

That is the difference between prophetic override and personal approval. Prophetic
override means God seized the moment and forced out His own purpose through a vessel
that did not deserve the honor. Personal approval would mean God was pleased with the
man’s motives, character, and heart condition. The firstis true in Numbers 24. The second
is absolutely false when you compare Scripture with Scripture. Balaam is a living warning
that divine activity around a man does not necessarily mean divine pleasure in the man.
God can rule the scene without blessing the soul of the one He uses in that scene. Thatis a
lesson every preacher ought to pin above his desk and read before he opens his mouth.



The Lord Jesus Christ taught the same principle in Matthew 7:22-23: “Many will say to me in
that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? ... And then will | profess unto
them, | never knew you.” There is the New Testament echo of Balaam. Prophetic speech,
visible works, even astonishing public ministry can coexist with inward lawlessness and
final rejection. That does not mean every useful minister is a fraud. It does mean no one
should use usefulness as the final proof of faithfulness. Balaam stands in the Bible to warn
against exactly that. He is the man through whom truth came while corruption still sat on
the throne of his heart.

4. The Dangerous Lie of Outward Success

Modern Christianity is especially vulnerable to Balaam’s lesson because it has replaced
biblical discernment with performance metrics. If the man has a large platform, he must be
anointed. If the ministry has growth, it must be blessed. If the speaker has reach, polish,
and influence, he must be God’s chosen vessel. That is the kind of foolishness that Balaam
blows to pieces. Balaam had reputation. Balaam had recognition. Balaam had influence
with kings. Balaam had enough spiritual reality around him to make rulers send for him.
And Balaam still loved the wages of unrighteousness. A crowd is not proof. Reach is not
proof. Output is not proof. Public effect is not proof. Balaam is proof of that.

The flesh loves outward success because it gives people something visible to worship. Men
are deeply uncomfortable with God’s emphasis on motive, purity, truthfulness, and inward
obedience because those things require spiritual discernment. It is much easier to count
attendance, money, downloads, views, applause, invitations, and accomplishments. Then
the assumption is made that outward blessing must equal inward faithfulness. But if that
were true, Balaam would be a hero instead of a warning. He is not a hero. He is a billboard
from God telling you that a gifted or useful man can still be a dangerous man if his heart is
wrong. That does not flatter our age, because our age judges by packaging.

You can see the same danger in Saul, in Judas, and in the false prophets the Lord
condemns. Saul prophesied when the Spirit of God came upon him (1 Sam. 10:10), yet
Saul’s disobedience wrecked his kingdom. Judas preached, traveled with the apostles, and
held the bag, yet he was “a devil” (John 6:70). Men may function in a role and still be
spiritually unsound. That should not produce cynical suspicion toward everybody in
ministry. It should produce sober judgment. It should force believers to ask better
questions than “Is he effective?” The questions should be: Does he love the truth? Does he
obey the truth? Does he handle the truth honestly? Does he fear God when nobody is
watching? Balaam looked useful to a king and filthy to God.

5. Greed, Compromise, and the Ministry



Balaam’s defining mark in the New Testament is not simply that he spoke falsely in every
moment, because he did not. His defining mark is that he loved unrighteous gain. “Who
loved the wages of unrighteousness” (2 Pet. 2:15). That is what poisoned the whole thing.
His issue was not ighorance of God’s will. His issue was that money and reward had a hook
in him. That is why Balaam is such a vital warning for religious workers. A man can know
doctrine, understand spiritual realities, and even say true things, while still having his heart
secretly leased out to greed. Once that happens, his ministry becomes negotiable. The
truth becomes merchandise. The calling becomes a career. The altar becomes a
marketplace.

This is why Paul could say in 2 Corinthians 2:17, “For we are not as many, which corrupt the
word of God.” Corrupt it how? Often by handling it in ways that profit self. The moment gain
becomes central, compromise is already in the bloodstream. A man may not deny
everything at once. He may not become a rank heretic overnight. More often he trims,
softens, delays, flatters, positions, networks, and postures to preserve access to whatever
reward his heart desires. Balaam is the prototype. He does not start by standing on a
rooftop cursing Israel in broad daylight. He starts by lingering over an already-settled
command because something in him wants the offer. That is how ministry corruption
usually begins.

And mark this down: greed is not limited to money. There are wages of unrighteousness
besides silver. Applause can be wages. Access can be wages. Influence can be wages.
Invitations can be wages. Protection from criticism can be wages. Men will sell truth for the
right emotional paycheck just as surely as for a literal one. Balaam’s spirit is alive wherever
a preacher learns how to keep enough truth in his mouth to sound credible while adjusting
his loyalties to whatever reward keeps his flesh fed. That is why his story thunders across
the ages. Itis not merely about one prophetin Moab. It is about the religious heart that can
stand close to holy things while bargaining inwardly with hell.

6. God’s Truth Remains Holy Even Through an Unholy Mouth

One of the remarkable things about Balaam’s case is that the truth he spoke remained true
because it was God’s truth, not because Balaam was good. That is important. We do not
rescue the purity of Balaam’s motives by downgrading the authority of his prophecy. What
he said in those overridden moments was true because God gave it. He speaks of Israel’s
separation, of God’s unchangeableness, of kingly power, and even of Messiah: “There shall
come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel” (Num. 24:17). Those are not
cheap lines. They are precious revelation. God did not weaken His truth because the vessel
was compromised. He overruled the vessel and established His truth anyway.



That ought to increase your confidence in the sovereignty of revelation. The authority of
Scripture is not grounded in the flawless emotional life of every human instrument in every
moment he lived. It is grounded in the God who moved upon men. “Holy men of God spake
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost” (2 Pet. 1:21). Balaam is not called holy in the New
Testament, and he is a special warning case, but his story still proves that when God means
to speak, He is not trapped by man’s corruption. He can put truth through a vessel while
reserving judgment for the vessel. The vessel is not the source of the truth. God is. That
should comfort anyone tempted to think God’s word hangs helplessly on man’s virtue.

At the same time, that truth should terrify the man who handles the word carelessly. If God
can still speak through a compromised servant, then the servant has no excuse for
imagining that public usefulness covers private corruption. “For every one to whom much
is given, of him shall be much required” (Luke 12:48). Balaam’s inspired utterances did not
shield him from later condemnation. If anything, they made his case worse. He sinned
against greater light. He trafficked in sacred things with a corrupt heart. He saw more than
most men ever see and still chose reward over obedience. There is no comfort there for the
hypocrite. There is only an intensification of guilt.

7. AWarning to Every Teacher and Preacher

Balaam’s story ought to be read by every preacher at least once a year with the office door
shut and no audience to impress. He should read it slowly. He should read Numbers 22
through 24, then 31:16, then Joshua 13:22, then Micah 6:5, then 2 Peter 2:15, Jude 11, and
Revelation 2:14. Then he ought to ask himself whether he has ever tried to revisit a
command God already made plain because something in him wanted the reward on the
other side of disobedience. Balaam is not merely a false prophet “out there.” He is a mirror
held up to every servant of God who thinks knowledge protects him from corruption. It
does not. If anything, knowledge increases the danger when the heart is not right.

Teachers and preachers are particularly vulnerable because truth in the mouth can hide rot
in the heart for a very long time. A man can teach right doctrine while secretly loving praise.
He can defend the Book while nursing envy. He can rebuke compromise publicly while
cutting deals privately. He can thunder against greed in the pulpit while making his own
calculations in the dark. Balaam proves that the ability to say true things does not
automatically purify the motive behind saying them. That is why Paul told Timothy to “take
heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine” (1 Tim. 4:16). Self first, then doctrine. Not
because doctrine matters less, but because a diseased self can handle sound doctrine in
damnable ways.



This warning does not apply only to men behind pulpits. It applies to anyone handling
spiritual influence. Writers, teachers, musicians, ministry leaders, counselors, public
apologists, platform builders, and religious personalities all need Balaam’s thunder in their
ears. The question is not merely whether you can say something useful. The question is
whether your heart is clean before God when you say it. The question is whether you love
the truth enough to obey it when no reward follows. The question is whether you would still
speak for God if it cost you instead of paying you. Balaam would speak as long as the
transaction remained in view. That is exactly why he stands in Scripture as a red warning
light.

Conclusion

When God overrides the man, He proves two things at once: His own sovereignty and the
man’s danger. Numbers 24:2 shows the Spirit of God coming upon Balaam, but the rest of
Scripture shows Balaam’s heart still bent toward unrighteous reward. That means the great
lesson of his life is not that gifted men are safe, but that gifted men may be in greater
danger than others if they mistake divine use for divine approval. Balaam’s prophecies were
true. Balaam’s motives were corrupt. God’s purpose stood. Balaam’s name became a
warning. Put that together and the doctrine becomes plain enough for any honest reader to
feel its weight.

The modern assumption that outward usefulness proves inward faithfulness is one of the
devil’s favorite lies because it flatters religious flesh. It gives men permission to judge by
what is visible, measurable, and impressive while neglecting the hidden condition of the
heart. Balaam tears that lie to shreds. A man can have reputation, influence, access,
recognition, even genuine contact with spiritual realities, and still be wrong with God where
it counts. Divine use must never be confused with divine favor. That is not a minor pointin
the doctrine of the Spirit of God. It is one of the great warning signs posted along the road of
ministry.

So let Balaam thunder through the whole series. Let him stand there as the prophet who
spoke truth with greed in his bones. Let him warn every servant of God that no public
success can sanctify private corruption. Let him remind every believer that God’s word is
holy even when it passes through an unholy mouth. And let him drive us all back to a place
of fear and honesty before God. Better to be a humble, obscure saint with a clean heart
than a famous religious operator with Balaam’s gift and Balaam’s appetite. The Spirit of
God can override the man, but no man should ever presume upon that and call it safety. It
is not safety. It is judgment standing close by.



6 of 10: The Doctrine of the Spirit of God - The Spirit of God and Holy Prophecy

Introduction

One of the biggest frauds in religion is the idea that spiritual speech is automatically divine
speech. Men get stirred up, get dramatic, get emotional, get poetic, and then assume that
because something felt elevated it must have come from God. That kind of nonsense has
filled pulpits, prophecy conferences, revival meetings, television broadcasts, podcasts,
and church platforms for generations. Somebody gets a strong impression, a vivid dream, a
moving thought, or a religious hunch, and before long he is talking as if the God of heaven
slipped him a private memo between breakfast and lunch. But the King James Bible does
not treat prophecy that cheaply. In Scripture, prophecy is not sanctified intuition. It is not
spiritual guesswork. It is not a man having religious feelings and then wrapping those
feelings in Bible words. Holy prophecy is the result of men being moved by God. That is the
dividing line.

This is why the doctrine of the Spirit of God and holy prophecy matters so much. Once you
understand that the Spirit of God is the divine mover behind true revelation, you begin to
see that prophecy in the Bible is not the product of man’s imagination, genius, sensitivity,
or religious temperament. It is not born from inward creativity. It is not produced by the
emotional climate of a worship service. It is not generated by a man peering into current
events and taking an educated spiritual guess. Second Peter 1:21 settles the matter with
apostolic finality: “For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men
of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” There is the source. There is the
process. There is the authority. The Spirit of God moved, and men spake.

That truth ties the doctrine of the Spirit of God directly to the doctrine of inspiration. The
Spirit of God is not an enemy of the Book, a rival to the Book, or a substitute for the Book.
He is the divine authorial force behind the Book. The same Spirit of God who moved upon
the face of the waters at the beginning, who gave life by the breath of the Almighty, who
filled Bezalel for holy workmanship, who came upon prophets, kings, and chosen vessels in
Old Testament history, and who could even override a corrupt prophet like Balaam, is also
the Spirit who moved holy men of God to speak revelation. That means if a man wants to
honor the Spirit of God, he had better start by honoring the word of God. This essay will lay
that line down carefully, because in a generation drunk on counterfeit spirituality, there are
few truths more urgently needed than this one.

1. Holy Prophecy Did Not Begin in the Mind of Man

The apostle Peter begins by killing the most common lie about prophecy: “Knowing this
first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation” (2 Pet. 1:20). That



verse has been twisted a thousand ways, but the plain sense in the context is clear enough.
Prophecy did not originate in the private mind of the prophet. It was not the prophet’s own
independent explanation of history, nor his personal religious analysis of events, nor his
imaginative spiritual reflection dressed up in sacred language. Verse 21 explains the point:
“For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man” (2 Pet. 1:21). There it is.
Prophecy did not come by the will of man. That means no man ever sat down and decided,
on his own authority, to produce real divine prophecy.

That destroys the modern cult of inner authority. Men today talk as if whatever burns
strongly in their chest must be revelation. They say, “God told me,” when all they mean is
that an idea struck them forcefully. They say, “I have a word,” when what they really have is
an impression, an emotional impulse, or a wish wrapped in religious language. But biblical
prophecy is not generated by inward intensity. Balaam did not prophesy because he was
feeling insightful. Isaiah did not produce Scripture because he had poetic instincts.
Jeremiah did not thunder because he had a strong personality. Ezekiel did not see visions
because he cultivated creativity. Prophecy came not by the will of man (2 Pet. 1:21). That
puts the axe to the root.

Once that truth is grasped, the whole spiritual landscape changes. You stop being
impressed by men who claim authority while standing loose from written revelation. You
stop treating emotional certainty as proof of divine speech. You stop flattering religious
personalities who speak with confidence but without biblical warrant. And you begin to
understand why real prophecy in Scripture carries a kind of weight, clarity, and authority
that no human imitation can sustain for long. When God speaks, the thing is not tentative.
Itis not speculative. It is not padded with escape clauses. It is the Lord making His will
known by His Spirit through the man He moved.

2. “Moved by the Holy Ghost”

Second Peter 1:21 is one of the great mountain peaks in the doctrine of inspiration: “holy
men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” Every word there matters. “Holy
men of God” means the vessels were set apart by God for His purpose. “Spake” means real
human speech was involved. God did not bypass the men as though they were lifeless
pens. They spoke. Yet they spoke “as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” That word
“moved” is the key. The impulse, the driving force, the directional authority, and the
carrying power came from the Holy Ghost. The men were not self-starting engines. They
were borne along by God.

That means biblical prophecy is neither dictation in the crude mechanical sense nor mere
human authorship in the modern liberal sense. It is divine movement through human



instruments. The Lord uses real men, with real vocabularies, real historical settings, and
real personalities, but the source and movement behind the revelation are divine. That is
why Scripture can be fully human in its literary form and fully divine in its authority without
contradiction. Moses sounds like Moses, David sounds like David, Isaiah sounds like
Isaiah, Paul sounds like Paul, but the one great Author behind the whole revelation is the
Spirit of God. Men spake, but they spake as they were moved.

That same concept reaches back into the Old Testament language we have already traced
in this series. The Spirit of God came upon men. The Spirit of God moved on the face of the
waters in Genesis 1:2. The Spirit of God came upon Balaam in Numbers 24:2. The Spirit of
God came upon Saulin 1 Samuel 10:10. The Spirit of God came upon Azariah in 2
Chronicles 15:1 and Zechariah in 2 Chronicles 24:20. Those Old Testament episodes
prepare you for Peter’s doctrinal statement. The Spirit of God is not a silent observerin
revelation. He is the mover in revelation. He is the one carrying the prophet, not the prophet
carrying the message on his own steam.

3. The Spirit of God in the Old Testament Prophetic Pattern

When you look at the Old Testament prophets, one thing becomes obvious: they do not
speak like men offering suggestions. They speak with a terrifying certainty. “Thus saith the
LORD” appears again and again because the prophet understands that he is not airing
religious opinions. He is delivering a word from God. Azariah says to Asa, “The LORD is with
you, while ye be with him” (2 Chron. 15:2), after “the Spirit of God came upon Azariah” (2
Chron. 15:1). Zechariah stands above the people and says, “Thus saith God, Why
transgress ye the commandments of the LORD, that ye cannot prosper?” after “the Spirit of
God came upon Zechariah” (2 Chron. 24:20). Those are not motivational speeches. They
are divine confrontations.

The same is true all through the prophets. Isaiah opens with “Hear, O heavens, and give ear,
O earth: for the LORD hath spoken” (Isa. 1:2). Jeremiah says, “Then the LORD put forth his
hand, and touched my mouth. And the LORD said unto me, Behold, | have put my words in
thy mouth” (Jer. 1:9). Ezekiel repeatedly says, “the spirit entered into me when he spake
unto me” (Ezek. 2:2). Micah says, “l am full of power by the spirit of the LORD, and of
judgment, and of might, to declare unto Jacob his transgression” (Mic. 3:8). That is the
prophetic pattern. The Spirit of God empowers revelation, and revelation comes with
authority because it originates with God, not man.

This is why the prophets were so hated. Men do not mind religious speech that is soft,
uncertain, and open-ended. They do not mind spiritual chatter that leaves everybody free
to keep doing what they were doing. What they hate is a word from God that nails the issue



to the wall and leaves no room for evasion. The Spirit of God in holy prophecy does exactly
that. He does not produce fog. He produces light. He does not produce endless ambiguity.
He produces divine clarity. The prophet is not brainstorming with the nation. He is standing
before it as heaven’s witness. That kind of authority is foreign to modern religious culture
because modern religious culture wants influence without inspiration and authority
without submission to the Book.

4. The Spirit of God and the Giving of Scripture

Once you understand that holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost,
you are standing right in the doorway of the doctrine of inspiration. Scripture is not merely a
record of men’s experiences with God. It is God’s revelation through men. Paul says, “All
scripture is given by inspiration of God” (2 Tim. 3:16). Peter says prophecy came not by the
will of man, but by men moved by the Holy Ghost (2 Pet. 1:21). Put those together and the
line is unmistakable. The Spirit of God is the divine force behind the giving of Scripture
itself. That means the doctrine of the Spirit of God cannot be severed from the doctrine of
the Bible without doing violence to both.

This is where many people go wrong. One crowd talks about the Spirit while despising
doctrine. Another crowd talks about the Bible while treating the Spirit as though He were
some theological footnote. Both crowds are wrong. The Spirit of God and the word of God
belong together because the Spirit of God gave the word of God. The Spirit does not
compete with the Book. He authored it. The Spirit does not lead people away from
Scripture. He moved men to speak it. The Spirit does not whisper contradictions to the
written word. He is the one who produced the written word through holy men of God. So
every supposed “move of the Spirit” that undermines, contradicts, or sidelines the
Scriptures is exposed by that one doctrine as counterfeit.

This also means the Bible carries a weight no other religious literature carries. Men may
write reflections, commentaries, hymns, essays, sermons, testimonies, and theological
systems, and some of those may be helpful. But none of them are Scripture. None of them
came the way Scripture came. Scripture is not one religious voice among many. It is the
unique product of divine inspiration. The Spirit of God moved men, and the resultis a
written revelation that is profitable for doctrine, reproof, correction, and instruction in
righteousness (2 Tim. 3:16). That is why Bible-believing Christianity rises or falls on its view
of the Book. To weaken inspiration is to insult the Spirit who gave it.

5. Holy Prophecy Versus False Prophecy

The clearer Scripture is about holy prophecy, the more sharply it condemns false prophecy.
Jeremiah faced prophets who “speak a vision of their own heart, and not out of the mouth



of the LORD” (Jer. 23:16). The Lord says of them, “| have not sent these prophets, yet they
ran: | have not spoken to them, yet they prophesied” (Jer. 23:21). There is the whole fake-
prophecy industry in one sentence. Men running unsent. Men speaking unheard words.
Men claiming divine authority without divine commission. And because they are religious,
dramatic, and sometimes persuasive, they can gather a following among people who prefer
excitement to truth. That was true in Jeremiah’s day, and it has not changed much since.

False prophecy often comes wearing the clothes of sincerity. The false prophet may seem
burdened, passionate, urgent, even compassionate. He may sound more emotionally
convincing than the true prophet. But the issue is not how deeply he feels. The issue is
whether God sent him and whether his speech aligns with God’s revelation. Deuteronomy
13 and Deuteronomy 18 both show that a sign, a wonder, or even an apparent fulfillmentis
not enough by itself if the man’s doctrine leads away from the Lord. First John 4:1 says,
“believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God.” Why? “Because many
false prophets are gone out into the world.” The Bible does not assume every spiritual claim
is safe. It commands testing.

That is why the written word is so vital. Once a man loses the Bible as his authority, he is
left to judge prophecy by personality, emotional effect, crowd reaction, or private feeling.
All of those are unreliable. The devil has no trouble producing religious atmosphere. He has
no trouble producing counterfeit speech. He has no trouble producing spiritual excitement
without truth. The safeguard is the word of God. The Spirit of God who authored Scripture
will never contradict Scripture. So holy prophecy bows to the Book, aligns with the Book,
and honors the Book. False prophecy either adds to it, competes with it, twists it, or
sidelines it. That is the test.

6. Religious Speech Is Not the Same as Revelation

One of the reasons this doctrine is so needed is that people constantly confuse religious
speech with revelation. A man may say something true, moving, and helpful without that
making his statement prophecy. A preacher may expound Scripture powerfully, and thank
God for that, but exposition is not the same thing as giving fresh Scripture. A teacher may
apply biblical truth wisely, and that is a blessing, but application is not inspiration. A saint
may give testimony that stirs others, but testimony is not revelation in the prophetic sense.
Once those categories get blurred, the door swings open for confusion, pride, and
manipulation. Men start talking as if every strong impression deserves canonical respect.

The Bible keeps those categories much cleaner than modern religion does. Paul could say,
“l think also that | have the Spirit of God” (1 Cor. 7:40), and yet he distinguished carefully
between direct command and sanctified judgment in the chapter. Luke could write a



historical narrative under inspiration without every Christian historian thereby becoming
inspired. Prophets in Scripture were borne along by the Holy Ghost in a way that gave divine
revelation. That is not the same thing as every sincere or powerful religious utterance. The
modern church has cheapened the category by acting as though every heightened spiritual
moment is on the same level as holy prophecy. It is not.

This matters because men often crave authority they have not earned by submission to the
written word. So instead of saying, “Here is what the Bible says,” they prefer to say, “God
told me.” Why? Because “God told me” is harder for weak-minded people to challenge. It
gives the speakerimmediate leverage. He jumps over the hard labor of proving his case
from Scripture and lays claim to direct sanction. That is one reason counterfeit prophecy is
so attractive to proud men. It offers authority without the discipline of biblical exposition.
But the Spirit of God and holy prophecy do not work that way. The Spirit who authored the
Book is not interested in helping men bypass the Book.

7. The Spirit of God Is the Book’s Greatest Ally

One of the most practical truths in this whole study is that the Spirit of God is not a threat to
Scripture but its greatest ally. In John 16:13 the Lord Jesus says of the Spirit, “he will guide
you into all truth.” In John 14:26 He says, “he shall teach you all things, and bring all things
to your remembrance, whatsoever | have said unto you.” That is not the Spirit competing
with Christ’s words. That is the Spirit enforcing, illuminating, and transmitting Christ’s
words. The Holy Ghost does not come to make the written revelation obsolete. He comesiin
harmony with it. He glorifies Christ (John 16:14), and He does so in part by securing and
illuminating the truth God has spoken.

This is why Bible believers should be the most Spirit-conscious Christians on the planet,
not the least. If you truly believe the Spirit of God authored the Scriptures, then every time
you open the Book you are dealing with something He gave. Every time you submit to
biblical doctrine, you are honoring the Spirit. Every time you reject a false prophecy
because it contradicts the word, you are siding with the Spirit against the counterfeit. Every
time you preach, teach, memorize, meditate on, translate faithfully, preserve, or defend the
Scriptures, you are not resisting the Spirit. You are honoring His work. The whole idea that
devotion to the Bible quenches the Spirit is one of the stupidest lies modern religion ever
swallowed.

The real quenching happens when men substitute atmosphere for authority, novelty for
revelation, and private impressions for written truth. The real insult to the Spirit is not
fidelity to Scripture. Itis treating His inspired word like a starter kit that must now be
improved upon by modern revelations and emotional theatrics. The Spirit of God is the



divine authorial force behind holy prophecy and behind Scripture itself. So if a man says he
is “into the Spirit” but has no appetite for doctrine, no reverence for the Book, and no
patience for scriptural authority, that man is not advertising spirituality. He is advertising
deception. The Spirit and the Book are friends, and always have been.

Conclusion

The doctrine of the Spirit of God and holy prophecy brings us straight to the heart of divine
revelation. Prophecy in Scripture did not come by the will of man (2 Pet. 1:21). It was not
the product of religious imagination, emotional intensity, private interpretation, or spiritual
sensitivity detached from God’s initiative. Holy men of God spake as they were moved by
the Holy Ghost (2 Pet. 1:21). That means the Spirit of God stands behind true prophecy,
true revelation, and ultimately the giving of Scripture itself. He is not a spectator in the
process. He is the mover in the process. He is not the enemy of the Book. He is the One
who gave the Book.

That truth also draws a bright line between holy prophecy and every counterfeit that tries to
wear its clothes. False prophecy arises from the heart of man, from ambition, from
deception, from emotional manipulation, from unsent messengers running with borrowed
language and private visions. Religious speech may be moving, helpful, or forceful, but itis
not automatically revelation. The test is always the same: does it come from God, and does
it stand in harmony with the written word God already gave? The Spirit of God who authored
Scripture will never contradict Scripture. That one principle is enough to cut through a
mountain of modern confusion.

So this essay should leave one thing settled in the mind of every Bible believer: if you want
to honor the Spirit of God, honor the Book He gave. Read it. Believe it. Submit to it. Test
every claim by it. Refuse every spirit that seeks authority while bypassing scriptural truth.
The Spirit of God moved on the face of the waters in Genesis, moved holy men to speak in
prophecy, and moved in the giving of revelation that became Scripture. Blessed be God for
that. The church does not need less of the Spirit and more of man. It needs the real Spirit of
God, and the real Spirit of God always drives a man back to the words God has spoken.

7 of 10: The Doctrine of the Spirit of God - Descending Upon the Son

Introduction

There are moments in Scripture so full of majesty, so packed with doctrine, and so bright
with heaven’s own witness that a man ought to take his shoes off in his mind before he



reads them. The baptism of the Lord Jesus Christ is one of those moments. Itis not a
religious photo opportunity. It is not a sentimental scene for stained glass and soft music. It
is one of the great public unveilings in all the Bible, where heaven identifies the Son in plain
sight. Matthew records it this way: “And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway
out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove, and lighting upon him” (Matt. 3:16). Then comes the Father’s voice:
“This is my beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased” (Matt. 3:17). There you have it. The
Son in the water, the Spirit descending, and the Father speaking from heaven. If that does
not get a man’s attention, he may be too dead to help.

This is where the doctrine of the Spirit of God comes into blazing New Testament light. Up
to this pointin the series, we have seen the Spirit of God moving upon the face of the
waters in Genesis, tied to breath and life in Job, filling Bezalel for holy workmanship,
coming upon prophets, kings, and chosen vessels in Israel, overriding Balaam, and
standing behind holy prophecy and divine revelation. But now the line comes to Christ.
That is exactly where it ought to come. The Spirit of God does not drift off into some
independent spiritual program. He comes into visible relation to the Son of God. He
descends upon Christ at the opening of the Lord’s public ministry, and in doing so He does
not distract from Christ, compete with Christ, or pull attention away from Christ. He
identifies Christ. He bears witness to Christ. He honors Christ. That is one of the clearest
truths a Bible believer can ever learn about the Spirit of God.

Modern religion is in desperate need of that correction. There are whole movements that
claim to be “Spirit-led” while remaining foggy about Jesus Christ. They are fascinated with
power, manifestations, feelings, gifts, signs, atmosphere, and experiences, yet somehow
the true Christ of Scripture remains blurred, minimized, redefined, or pushed to the side.
The Spirit of God in Matthew 3 will not allow that. If a spirit does not honor the true Christ of
Scripture, then it is not the Spirit of God, no matter how dazzling the manifestation may
appear. The doctrine of the Spirit of God cannot be separated from the doctrine of Christ.
The Spirit descends upon the Son, the Father speaks of the Son, and the whole scene
announces to Israel and to the world that the Lord Jesus Christ is heaven’s appointed,
beloved, anointed King. That is where this study must linger.

1. The Baptism of Christ Was a Public Revelation

Matthew 3 is not merely a private devotional moment tucked away for the comfort of later
Christians. Itis a public revelation. John the Baptist has come preaching repentance,
preparing the way of the Lord, and baptizing in Jordan. Into that scene steps Jesus of
Nazareth. John is so struck by the righteousness and majesty of Christ that he says, “l have
need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?” (Matt. 3:14). John understands



something of who is standing before him. He knows he is the servant and that Christis the
Holy One. Yet the Lord answers, “Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all
righteousness” (Matt. 3:15). Then John baptizes Him, and heaven opens.

That means the baptism is not incidental. It is part of God’s ordered revelation of His Son. It
marks the public inauguration of the Lord’s earthly ministry. The private years in Nazareth
are giving way to the public ministry that will culminate at Calvary. And the Lord does not
step into that ministry without heaven’s witness resting plainly upon Him. The Spirit of God
descends. The Father speaks. John bears witness. The nation is confronted with a public
unveiling. This is not man choosing a minister. This is heaven identifying the Messiah. God
is putting His own stamp on His Son in a way no honest reader of Scripture can miss.

That public dimension matters because the doctrine of Christ is never left floating on
private imagination. God has borne witness to His Son. The Father does not leave the
identity of Jesus to rumor, speculation, or ecclesiastical committee. He speaks. The Spirit
does not hover somewhere in abstraction. He descends visibly upon Christ. John 1:32-34
confirms it: “And John bare record, saying, | saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a
dove, and it abode upon him... and | saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God.” So
the baptism of Christ is not a soft religious symbol. It is a public heaven-sent testimony
that the One standing in Jordan is the Son of God.

2. The Spirit Descending Marks the Anointed One

Matthew says the Spirit of God descended “like a dove, and lighting upon him” (Matt. 3:16).
Luke adds that it was “in a bodily shape like a dove” (Luke 3:22). John says, “l saw the Spirit
descending from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon him” (John 1:32). This descent is
not because the Lord Jesus needed cleansing from sin. He had none. John was baptizing
unto repentance, but Jesus had nothing to repent of. He is “holy, harmless, undefiled,
separate from sinners” (Heb. 7:26). The descent of the Spirit marks Him out as the anointed
One, the Messiah, the Christ. “Christ” means Anointed. The baptism scene is heaven’s
visible declaration that the promised One has arrived.

This ties directly to Old Testament prophecy. Isaiah 11:2 says of the coming Branch, “And
the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him.” Isaiah 42:1 says, “l have put my spirit upon him.”
Isaiah 61:1 says, “The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed
me.” When Jesus reads Isaiah 61 in the synagogue and says, “This day is this scripture
fulfilled in your ears” (Luke 4:21), the connection is unmistakable. The Spirit descending
upon Him at baptism is not random symbolism. It is prophetic fulfillment. Heaven is
declaring that the promised Servant, King, and Messiah stands in their midst.



That also means the doctrine of the Spirit of God cannot be properly understood apart from
messianic revelation. The Spirit does not descend merely to create an impressive scene.
He descends in relation to the identity and office of Jesus Christ. He marks out the Son for
His public ministry as the One sent from God. He rests upon the Lord in fulfillment of
prophecy. So any doctrine of the Spirit that becomes detached from God’s revealed Christ
is already off the rails. The Spirit of God in Scripture is not the promoter of a vague
spirituality. He is the witness to God’s Anointed.

3. The Trinity Stands Openly in the Scene

Matthew 3:16-17 is one of the clearest scenes in the whole Bible for the distinct persons of
the Godhead. The Son is in the water. The Spirit is descending like a dove. The Father is
speaking from heaven: “This is my beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased” (Matt. 3:17).
There is no honest way to read that and collapse the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost into one
person wearing three masks. That kind of confusion may satisfy a cult pamphlet, but it
cannot survive Jordan. The Son is not throwing His voice from heaven while He stands in
the river and descends upon Himself like a bird. The scene is too plain for that nonsense.

At the same time, the passage does not teach three gods. It teaches one God revealed in
three distinct persons. The Father is God. The Son is God. The Holy Ghost is God. Yet the
Father is not the Son, the Son is not the Spirit, and the Spirit is not the Father. That truth
runs all through the New Testament, but here it shines with unusual clarity. The Father
speaks to and about the Son. The Spirit descends upon the Son. The Son stands in
obedient fulfillment of righteousness. This is not theological hair-splitting. This is the very
revelation of God’s own being at one of the most crucial points in redemptive history.

That matters deeply for the doctrine of the Spirit of God. The Spirit is not some impersonal
force field. He descends, abides, bears witness, and acts in perfect harmony with the
Father and the Son. He is neither independent of Christ nor interchangeable with Christ. He
is the Holy Spirit of God acting in triune harmony. So any teaching that reduces the Spirit to
mere energy, influence, or emotional atmosphere is already denying the scene at Christ’s
baptism. The Spirit of God is personal, divine, and active in relation to the Son, and the
whole Godhead stands forth in holy majesty at the Jordan.

4. The Spirit of God Always Bears Right Witness to Christ

One of the greatest lessons of Matthew 3 is that the Spirit of God always bears right witness
to Christ. He descends upon Christ, hot away from Him. He abides upon Christ, not
beyond Him. He does not use the moment to draw attention to Himself as though the point
of the scene were the manifestation alone. The manifestation serves the identity of the
Son. John understood that plainly. He said, “Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit



descending, and remaining on him, the same is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost”
(John 1:33). The sign was given so Christ could be known. The Spirit’s descent identified the
Son.

That principle remains true all through the New Testament. Jesus says of the Spirit, “He
shall glorify me” (John 16:14). That ought to settle a thousand counterfeit movements at a
stroke. The real Spirit of God glorifies Christ. He does not overshadow Christ with
spectacle. He does not lead men into obsession with manifestations while leaving them
shallow on the doctrine of the Son. He does not promote a spirituality that can shout about
power and yet stay fuzzy about the virgin birth, the deity of Christ, the blood atonement, the
bodily resurrection, and the absolute lordship of Jesus Christ. The Spirit of God always
bears right witness to the true Christ of Scripture.

This gives the believer a priceless test. Whenever a supposed move of the spirit leaves
Christ diminished, blurred, redefined, or treated as secondary, that spirit is false. It may
still be dramatic. It may still be emotional. It may still produce trembling, tears, noise, and
stories. But if the Christ it promotes is not the Christ of the Book, then the spirit behind it is
not the Spirit of God. First John 4:2-3 makes that plain: “Every spirit that confesseth that
Jesus Christis come in the flesh is of God.” The Spirit of God and the doctrine of Christ
travel together. Separate them, and you have stepped into deception.

5. The Descent of the Spirit and the Beginning of Ministry

The baptism of Christ stands at the threshold of His public ministry. Immediately after the
Spirit descends, Jesus is led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil
(Matt. 4:1). Then He begins preaching, calling disciples, healing, casting out devils, and
manifesting the kingdom. That sequence is important. The descent of the Spirit marks the
inauguration of the Lord’s earthly ministry. It is heaven’s anointing resting publicly upon the
Son as He steps into the work appointed for Him. The One who had lived in sinless
obscurity is now publicly manifested as the One sent from God.

This must be handled carefully. The Lord Jesus Christ did not become the Son of God at His
baptism. He did not become divine there. He did not become sinless there. He did not
become worthy there. He was all of that already. The baptism is not the making of the Son.
Itis the public identification of the Son. It is the commencement of His open ministry under
heaven’s witness. That is a crucial distinction, because false teaching often creeps in by
making the baptism the point at which Christ allegedly became something He was not
before. That is heresy. The baptism is not adoption. Itis revelation.

At the same time, the scene teaches something profound about ministry itself. Real
ministry begins under heaven’s authority, not man’s invention. Christ is the perfect Servant,



and even His public ministry opens with the Father’s voice and the Spirit’s descent. That
should humble every servant of God. No man should rush into spiritual labor as though
divine authority were optional. No preacher, teacher, or worker should imagine that talent
alone constitutes commission. Christ Himself, in the perfection of His humiliation, steps
into public ministry under the open witness of heaven. If that is how the sinless Son is
manifested, then how much more should sinful men tread carefully in the work of God.

6. The Spirit Descends Upon the Sinless One

There is something profoundly beautiful in the fact that the Spirit of God descends upon the
sinless Son. In the Old Testament the Spirit came upon prophets, kings, and chosen
vessels who were all flawed men. He came upon Balaam, who was corrupt. He came upon
Saul, who later rebelled. He came upon prophets who spoke faithfully and still remained
sons of Adam. But here in Matthew 3, the Spirit descends upon the One in whom there is
no sin, no guile, no inward crookedness, no secret compromise, no rebellion, no flaw. The
Father says, “This is my beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased” (Matt. 3:17). For the first
time in history, the Spirit rests openly upon a Man who is altogether righteous.

That is why the scene carries such majesty. Everything fits. There is no mismatch between
vessel and message, between inward reality and outward witness. The Spirit descends
upon the perfect Servant. The Father speaks delight over the perfect Son. The heavens
open over the One who belongs there by right. This is not like Balaam, where God overrides
the man. This is not like Saul, where divine empowerment stands beside later
disobedience. This is the true and holy Christ, the second Adam, the beloved Son, the One
in whom the Father is fully pleased. The Spirit descends upon Him in absolute harmony,
because there is nothing in Him contrary to God.

This also explains why the Lord Jesus is the only safe center of all true spirituality. Men fail.
Prophets fail. Kings fail. Religious workers fail. Movements fail. Institutions fail. But Christ
does not fail. The Spirit of God descends upon Him because He is the worthy One. So if a
believer wants to stay anchored, he must stay Christ-centered. The farther a movement
drifts from Christ, the more unstable it becomes. The more a church glories in
personalities, methods, experiences, and branded spiritual excitement, the more
vulnerable it is to deception. But where Christ is honored as the sinless Son upon whom
the Spirit descended, there is safety, truth, and solid ground.

7. If the Spirit Is Right, Christ Will Be Right

By the time you finish reading Matthew 3, one lesson should be burning in your mind: if the
spiritis right, Christ will be right. The Father calls Him “my beloved Son” (Matt. 3:17). The
Spirit descends upon Him. John bears record that He is “the Son of God” (John 1:34).



Everything in the scene converges on the right identity of Jesus Christ. That means a spirit
can be tested by what it does with Christ. Does it confess the Christ of Scripture? Does it
honor His Sonship, His deity, His incarnation, His righteousness, His atonement, His
resurrection, His authority? Or does it subtly shift attention away from Him toward
experience, sensation, power, gifts, personalities, or mystical language?

This is where many sincere people get trapped. They see something unusual and assume it
must be divine because it is unusual. They see strong emotions, apparent healings,
ecstatic speech, reports of miracles, orimpressive manifestations, and they stop testing.
But the Bible never tells you to test by impressiveness. It tells you to test by truth. First John
4:2 ties the test directly to Jesus Christ come in the flesh. John 15 and 16 tie the Spirit’s
ministry directly to Christ. Matthew 3 shows the Spirit descending upon Christ while the
Father identifies Christ. So when a spirit leaves men talking endlessly about itself while
Christ becomes secondary, that spirit has already failed the biblical test.

This is why the doctrine of the Spirit of God and the doctrine of Christ are inseparable. You
cannot honor the Spirit while being loose on Christ. You cannot claim to be led by the Spirit
while tolerating false doctrine about the Son. You cannot magnify manifestations while
minimizing the Lord Jesus Christ. The real Spirit of God will not have it. He descends upon
the Son, bears witness to the Son, glorifies the Son, and never contradicts the Son.
Therefore, the safest possible rule for any believer is this: stay with the Christ of Scripture,
and you will not go far wrong on the Spirit. Drift from the Christ of Scripture, and no amount
of religious excitement will keep you from error.

Conclusion

The descent of the Spirit of God upon the Lord Jesus Christ at His baptism is one of the
great unveiling moments in all of Scripture. The Son stands in the water. The Spirit
descends like a dove and lights upon Him. The Father speaks from heaven, saying, “This is
my beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased” (Matt. 3:17). In that one scene the public
ministry of Christ is inaugurated, the messianic prophecies are honored, the Godhead is
openly displayed, and heaven bears unmistakable witness to the identity of Jesus Christ.
There is almost more doctrine in those verses than some churches manage to preachin a
decade.

This study should leave one truth blazing brighter than ever: the Spirit of God always bears
right witness to Christ. He does not lead away from Him, beyond Him, or in contradiction to
Him. He identifies the Son, honors the Son, glorifies the Son, and acts in perfect harmony
with the Father concerning the Son. That means every doctrine of the Spirit must be
measured by the doctrine of Christ. If a spirit does not honor the true Christ of Scripture,



then itis not the Spirit of God, no matter how impressive, emotional, or unusual the
outward manifestation may appear.

So let the church get this straight once and for all. The Spirit of God is not given to make
men preoccupied with themselves. He is not given to turn Christianity into a chase for
experiences. He is not given to promote confusion, spectacle, or spiritual vanity. He
descended upon the Son. He glorifies the Son. He witnesses to the Son. And every believer
who wants to walk safely in the truth had better keep his eyes where heaven putthem in
Matthew 3: on the Lord Jesus Christ, the beloved Son of the Father, upon whom the Spirit of
God descended and remained.

8 of 10: The Doctrine of the Spirit of God — Power, Kingdom, and the Defeat of Devils

Introduction

There are two equal and opposite fools when it comes to the doctrine of the Spirit of God
and spiritual warfare. One crowd makes the Spirit of God into a carnival attraction. They
turn devils, deliverance, power, signs, and manifestations into a kind of religious
entertainment package for the unstable, the suggestible, and the spiritually immature. They
are always breathless, always dramatic, always one testimony away from a full-blown
spectacle, and usually just biblical enough to keep the undiscerning hooked. The other
crowd is just as wrong, but in the opposite direction. They are embarrassed by anything
supernatural that cannot be diagrammed, footnoted, and made safe for the seminary
classroom. They would rather discuss the sociology of exorcism than deal with the fact that
devils are real, the kingdom of darkness is real, and the Spirit of God is the divine power
that confronts and overthrows Satan’s work. One side plays with spiritual power like a toy.
The other side acts like it is an inconvenience. Both need Matthew 12 dropped on their
heads.

The key statement in this study comes from the lips of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself: “But if
| cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is come unto you” (Matt.
12:28). That is not a vague mystical line. It is a declaration of holy war. The Spirit of God is
presented there, not merely as the giver of inward comfort or private illumination, but as
the divine power by which devils are cast out and the kingdom of God is manifested in the
presence of the King. That means the doctrine of the Spirit of God must include real
confrontation with the kingdom of darkness. The Spirit is not a trembling religious mood.
He is not a poetic force for inspirational moments. He is the power of God operating



through Christ in visible defeat of satanic bondage. And that confrontation is so serious in
Matthew 12 that to attribute it to Satan is to step onto terrifying ground.

This essay builds directly on the previous study, where the Spirit of God descended upon
the Son and publicly marked Him out as heaven’s beloved and anointed One. Now we
move into the active ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ and see the Spirit of God in open
conflict with devils. This is where the doctrine gets sharp. It shows that the Spirit of God
exposes evil, invades Satan’s territory, liberates the bound, demonstrates the presence of
the kingdom, and forces men to respond one way or another. It also shows that there is a
terrible line a man can cross when he looks straight at the visible work of God and calls it
satanic. That is the terrain of Matthew 12, and it ought to be handled with fear, precision,
and full confidence in the plain words of Scripture.

1. The Spirit of God Is the Power Behind Christ’s Victory Over Devils

Matthew 12 opens with mounting hostility toward the Lord Jesus Christ, and by the time
you reach verse 22, the conflict has become unmistakably spiritual. “Then was brought
unto him one possessed with a devil, blind, and dumb: and he healed him” (Matt. 12:22).
The resultis immediate and undeniable: “insomuch that the blind and dumb both spake
and saw” (Matt. 12:22). That is no trick, no staged religious excitement, and no suggestive
atmosphere whipped up by music. A devil-possessed man is delivered, and the visible
results are clear. Blindness is gone. Dumbness is gone. The bondage is broken. There is no
ambiguity about what happened. The only question is what the people will do with it.

The Pharisees answer with malice instead of submission. “This fellow doth not cast out
devils, but by Beelzebub the prince of the devils” (Matt. 12:24). That is one of the vilest
statements in the Gospels. They have just watched the Son of God defeat demonic
oppression, and their explanation is that He did it by demonic power. Christ responds first
by exposing the stupidity of the accusation: “Every kingdom divided against itself is brought
to desolation” (Matt. 12:25). If Satan is casting out Satan, then Satan is sawing off the limb
he is sitting on. The Lord does not merely refute them; He exposes how morally twisted they
are to reach for that conclusion in the face of such clear evidence.

Then comes the decisive statement: “But if | cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then the
kingdom of God is come unto you” (Matt. 12:28). That verse is one of the strongest
declarations in the New Testament about the Spirit of God in active relation to the kingdom
of darkness. The Spirit is the power by which devils are cast out. The deliverance of the
possessed man is not random mercy detached from redemptive history. It is kingdom
evidence. Itis heaven’s power invading satanic territory in the presence of the King. The



Spirit of God is not merely associated with internal impressions. He is the power behind
holy victory over devils.

2. The Casting Out of Devils Testified to the Presence of the Kingdom

The Lord’s words in Matthew 12:28 must be read carefully. He does not say merely that
devils being cast out proves He has power. He says it proves something more: “then the
kingdom of God is come unto you” (Matt. 12:28). In other words, the casting out of devils by
the Spirit of God is a sign that the King has arrived and that the power of the kingdom is
present in His ministry. This is not yet the full visible establishment of the kingdom in its
future glory, but it is the open manifestation of kingdom power in the person of the rightful
King standing before Israel. The defeat of devils is a sign that a stronger authority has
entered the scene.

That is exactly how the next verse explains it: “Or else how can one enter into a strong
man’s house, and spoil his goods, except he first bind the strong man?” (Matt. 12:29).
Christis describing Satan as the strong man whose house is being entered and whose
goods are being spoiled. The stronger One has arrived. The Lord Jesus Christ, by the Spirit
of God, is binding the strong man in the sense of overpowering his operations and liberating
those under his oppression. That is kingdom conflict. That is not a religious parlor trick.
Thatis an invasion of the enemy’s territory by a superior power. The Spirit of God in Christ’s
ministry is the power of that invasion.

This matters because it places deliverance from devils inside the larger framework of God’s
kingdom purpose. The miracles are not isolated acts of compassion with no doctrinal
significance. They are signs. They are testimonies. They are public demonstrations that the
King is in the midst of Israel and that Satan’s rule is being openly challenged. The Spirit of
God is therefore tied, not only to private blessing, but to the visible advance of divine
authority over darkness. Whenever Christ cast out devils by the Spirit of God, it was a
public announcement that hell was not in charge of the scene, no matter how loud it had
seemed before.

3. The Spirit of God Is Not Passive in the Face of Evil

One of the most damaging lies in modern religion is the idea that spirituality is mostly soft,
inward, non-confrontational, and therapeutic. According to that line of thinking, the Spirit
of God is chiefly occupied with making people feel gently uplifted while all hard edges are
sanded off into a bland religious niceness. Matthew 12 blows that lie apart. The Spirit of
God is shown there in active confrontation with the kingdom of darkness. He is not merely
helping people manage their emotions. He is casting out devils. That is a radically different



category. It means the Spirit of God is not passive in the face of evil. He confronts it,
exposes it, and overthrows it.

You can see that line all through Christ’s ministry. In Luke 4, when Jesus enters the
synagogue in Capernaum, a man with an unclean devil cries out, and the Lord rebukes him,
saying, “Hold thy peace, and come out of him” (Luke 4:35). The devil comes out, and the
people are amazed, saying, “with authority and power he commandeth the unclean spirits,
and they come out” (Luke 4:36). That is not sentimental religion. That is holy authority in
direct conflict with evil spirits. The Spirit of God in Christ’s ministry does not negotiate with
darkness. He subdues it.

That same truth should govern the believer’s doctrine. The Spirit of God is not the spirit of
appeasement toward hell. He is not impressed by satanic drama. He does not cower
before demonic power. He is the Spirit of the living God, and when He operates in relation
to Christ, devils lose ground. That is why any so-called spirituality that endlessly talks
about darkness while never exalting Christ’s victory and authority is already off balance.
The Bible never presents the devil as an equal power opposite God, and it never presents
the Spirit of God as nervous around demonic activity. When the Spirit acts, evil is
confronted, not admired.

4. Blaspheming the Visible Work of the Spirit Is Terrifying Ground

Matthew 12 is one of the most serious passages in the Gospels because it includes the
Lord’s warning about blasphemy against the Holy Ghost. After the Pharisees attribute His
casting out of devils to Beelzebub, Jesus says, “Wherefore | say unto you, All manner of sin
and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall
not be forgiven unto men” (Matt. 12:31). Then He adds, “whosoever speaketh against the
Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him” (Matt. 12:32). Those are fearful words, and they
arise in a specific context. The religious leaders are looking straight at the manifest work of
God’s Spirit through Christ and calling it satanic.

That context matters. This is not a vague warning designed to torment every tender
conscience that has ever had a wicked thought flash through the mind. Itis a judicial
warning aimed at hardened men who, in full light and stubborn malice, attribute the Spirit’s
public work in the Messiah to the devil. That is notignorance. That is not confusion. That is
not some troubled believer struggling with intrusive thoughts. That is deliberate, informed,
malicious rejection of heaven’s witness in the presence of the King. They are not merely
doubting Christ. They are inverting reality and calling the Spirit’s work demonic.

The seriousness of that warning shows how dangerous it is to label the work of God as
satanic when the evidence is clear. Men had better be careful with their mouths. The Bible



does not encourage gullibility toward every spiritual claim, and we are commanded to test
the spirits (1 John 4:1). But Matthew 12 shows the opposite danger just as plainly: a hard,
skeptical, malicious spirit that refuses Christ so stubbornly it will call light darkness and
darkness light. That is a damned condition. It is one thing to reject a counterfeit. It is
another thing to look straight at the Spirit of God operating through the Son of God and spit
out “Beelzebub.” That is why this passage should be handled with trembling.

5. The Spirit of God Is Neither a Charismatic Toy Nor a Dry Religionist’s
Embarrassment

This doctrine cuts both ways. On one side are the carnal sensationalists who treat the
Spirit of God like a tool for producing excitement, experiences, and stories. They are
fascinated with demons, fascinated with manifestations, fascinated with power language,
and too often ignorant of the actual doctrine that should govern the whole thing. They can
turn spiritual conflict into performance art in under ten minutes. On the other side are the
dry religionists who are so frightened of anything supernatural that they functionally act as
if devils are a first-century inconvenience and the Spirit of God now works only in quiet
abstractions that never rattle anyone. Matthew 12 rebukes both crowds.

The Spirit of God is not a toy for charismatics. Christ did not cast out devils in order to
create a celebrity deliverance ministry. He did not make men free so crowds could chase
manifestations for their own sake. The Spirit’s operation was tied to Christ’s authority,
Christ’s identity, and Christ’s kingdom. The center was always the Lord Himself, not the
phenomenon. Any movement that becomes obsessed with devils, obsessed with power
displays, and obsessed with the unusual while neglecting the doctrine of Christ and the
authority of Scripture is already drifting into the ditch. The Spirit of God does not show up to
entertain the flesh.

At the same time, the Spirit of God is no embarrassment to be hidden by dry
intellectualism. Christ really did cast out devils by the Spirit of God. The kingdom of
darkness is real. Satanic bondage is real. The supernatural conflict is real. The church does
not honor God by acting too sophisticated to believe the plain words of the Gospels. If the
Bible says the Lord cast out devils, then He cast out devils. If He said it was by the Spirit of
God, then it was by the Spirit of God. Bible believers do not need to join either the circus
tent or the cemetery. They can stand with the Book and say that the Spirit of God is both
holy and powerful, both doctrinal and victorious, both sober and supernatural.

6. The Defeat of Devils Reveals the Superiority of Christ

Every time the Lord Jesus cast out a devil, He was not merely helping one afflicted person,
though He was certainly doing that. He was also revealing His own superiority over Satan’s



kingdom. The devils knew it even when men refused to. In Mark 1:24 an unclean spirit cries
out, “I know thee who thou art, the Holy One of God.” In Luke 4:41 devils come out of many,
“crying out, and saying, Thou art Christ the Son of God.” They know they are dealing with
someone utterly beyond them. They are not confronting another prophet, another teacher,
or another religious reformer. They are confronting the Son of God. And the Spirit of God is
the operative power through which that superiority is displayed in His earthly ministry.

This is why Christ’s miracles over devils are not just random episodes for children’s
lessons. They are theological declarations. They reveal that the rightful King has authority
where Satan had tyrannized. They reveal that the Son is stronger than the strong man. They
reveal that the Spirit of God is active in overthrowing the enemy’s work. First John 3:8 says,
“For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the
devil.” Matthew 12 gives you a visible preview of that destruction in action. The devil’s
works are being invaded, exposed, and undone in the presence of Christ.

This has great doctrinal and devotional force. The believer’s confidence is not in abstract
goodness, generic spirituality, or personal toughness. It is in Christ. The One who cast out
devils by the Spirit of God is the One who went to Calvary, spoiled principalities and powers
(Col. 2:15), rose from the dead, and now possesses all authority in heaven and in earth
(Matt. 28:18). So the doctrine of the Spirit’s power over devils is ultimately a Christ-exalting
doctrine. Itis not there to make men preoccupied with devils. It is there to make them sure
that Christ is superior to every devil and that the Spirit of God is the power of that holy
triumph.

7. The Right Response Is Faith, Submission, and Discernment

Matthew 12 forces a response. The people are amazed and ask, “Is not this the son of
David?” (Matt. 12:23). The Pharisees harden themselves and say, “This fellow doth not cast
out devils, but by Beelzebub” (Matt. 12:24). That is the line in the sand. When the Spirit of
God visibly confronts evil in the ministry of Christ, men are not left neutral. They are pushed
toward faith or hardened into blasphemy. The same thing is true in principle today. When
the truth about Christ’s victory and the Spirit’s power is set forth, men either bow, or they
rebel more intelligently. But nobody remains untouched.

The right response is faith in Christ, submission to Scripture, and discernment about
spiritual claims. Faith, because only Christ can deliver from the devil’s power. Submission,
because the Spirit of God never works in contradiction to the written word. Discernment,
because not every spirit is of God and not every dramatic claim deserves belief. A believer
should neither chase after every sensational story nor sneer at the supernatural because it
makes him uncomfortable. He should stay with the Book. He should honor Christ. He



should understand that the Spirit of God is both holy and powerful, and he should judge all
things in that light.

This is where balance lies. The Spirit of God is not to be mocked, manipulated,
domesticated, orignored. He is the divine power that cast out devils in the ministry of
Christ. He is the witness that the kingdom of God had come unto Israel in the presence of
the King. He is the holy power that exposes the kingdom of darkness for what it is. So the
believer should be sober, not theatrical; confident, not flippant; discerning, not cynical,;
Christ-centered, not manifestation-centered. Matthew 12 gives that balance if a man will
let it.

Conclusion

The doctrine of the Spirit of God in Matthew 12 brings the battle line into plain view. “If |
cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is come unto you” (Matt.
12:28). That statement shows that the Spirit of God is not merely associated with quiet
inward impressions. He is the divine power behind holy confrontation with evil. He is the
power by which Christ cast out devils. He is the operative withess that the kingdom of God
had arrived in the presence of the King. He is the power that exposed, confronted, and
overthrew the work of Satan in visible acts of deliverance.

That truth destroys two errors at once. It destroys carnal sensationalism, because the
Spirit’s power is tied to Christ’s authority and kingdom purpose, not to fleshly
entertainment. And it destroys skeptical unbelief, because the text plainly teaches real
confrontation with real devils by the real Spirit of God. The Spirit is neither a toy for
charismatics nor an embarrassment for dry religionists. He is the holy power of God
operating through the Son. That means the church must not trivialize Him, and it must not
apologize for Him.

So let Matthew 12 stand where God put it: as a warning, a revelation, and a comfort. A
warning to any man foolish enough to call the work of God satanic when the evidence is
plain. A revelation that the Spirit of God is active in overthrowing the kingdom of darkness.
And a comfort that the Lord Jesus Christ is stronger than the strong man and that the Spirit
of God is the power of that victory. Blessed be God for that. The devils may rage, religion
may slander, and skeptics may scoff, but when the Spirit of God moves in relation to the
Son of God, the kingdom of darkness loses ground.

9 of 10: The Doctrine of the Spirit of God - Dwelling in the Believer




Introduction

There comes a point in the study of the Spirit of God where the whole doctrine stops being
merely historical, prophetic, and dispensationally instructive and becomes intensely
personal. Up to this point in the series, we have watched the Spirit of God move upon the
face of the waters in Genesis, breathe life into man, fill Bezalel for holy workmanship, come
upon prophets, kings, and chosen vessels in Israel, override Balaam, stand behind holy
prophecy, descend upon the Son at Jordan, and operate in Christ’s ministry with power
over devils. All of that is glorious, and all of it is necessary. But now the doctrine comes
home. Now we arrive at one of the most staggering truths in the whole New Testament: the
Spirit of God dwells in the believer. That is not poetry. That is not devotional exaggeration.
That is apostolic doctrine. Paul says, “But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be
that the Spirit of God dwell in you” (Rom. 8:9). Then again, “Know ye not that ye are the
temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?” (1 Cor. 3:16). That ought to stop
a manin his tracks.

This is where a right dispensational handle on the Bible becomes absolutely essential. In
the Old Testament, the Spirit of God came upon men for tasks, offices, warnings, prophecy,
leadership, and specific moments of divine action. We traced that line already through
Balaam, Saul, Saul’s messengers, Azariah, and Zechariah. But now, under the Pauline
revelation concerning the Body of Christ, the language changes in a way that is both
doctrinally profound and spiritually thrilling. The Spirit of God does not merely come upon
the believer for an outward moment of divine empowerment. He dwells in the believer. That
is a different outward administrative arrangement, and if a man does not see that, he will
make a hash of half his Bible and probably wind up trying to pray David’s kingdom prayer in
Psalm 51 while ignoring the sealing ministry revealed in Ephesians. The Bible must be read
where God placed it. But once that distinction is honored, the truth shines with
tremendous force: in this present dispensation, the Spirit of God indwells the saved man.

That truth brings the doctrine of the Spirit of God to one of its most practical and glorious
heights. The Christian life is not supposed to run on fleshly determination, borrowed
religious energy, and natural grit dressed up in Christian vocabulary. It is not sustained by
mere willpower, personality, or external conformity. The Christian life is supernatural
because the God who saved the believer also took up residence in him by His Spirit. That
touches everything. It touches sonship, sanctification, assurance, spiritual understanding,
power for obedience, warfare against the flesh, and the believer’s identity as the temple of
God. It also raises the stakes for carnality, compromise, and careless living. If the Spirit of
God dwells in the believer, then sin in the believer’s life is not a small matter. Defilement is
not a light thing. Worldliness is not harmless. This doctrine is comforting, searching, and



weighty all at once, because it means the Christian does not merely belong to God
outwardly. God Himself dwells within.

1. The Change From “Upon” to “In”

One of the most important doctrinal shifts in Scripture is the movement from the Old
Testament pattern of the Spirit of God coming upon men to the New Testament revelation
of the Spirit of God dwelling in believers. The Old Testament record is full of the Spirit
coming upon men for definite purposes. The Spirit of God came upon Balaam (Num. 24:2),
Saul (1 Sam. 10:10; 11:6), Saul’s messengers (1 Sam. 19:20), Azariah (2 Chron. 15:1), and
Zechariah (2 Chron. 24:20). Those passages were real, powerful, and historically
significant, but the wording matters. The Spirit came upon them. That is not the same as
the Pauline revelation that “the Spirit of God dwell in you” (Rom. 8:9). The difference is not
verbal decoration. It is doctrinal.

This is why Romans 8 must be read with great care. Paul says, “Ye are not in the flesh, butin
the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you” (Rom. 8:9). That is not merely external
empowerment for a task. That is inward residence. It is not simply God usinga man ata
moment. It is God inhabiting the believer in this present dispensation. That is why the
Christian life cannot be understood by merely copying Old Testament language without
rightly dividing the word of truth. David could pray, “Take not thy holy spirit from me” (Ps.
51:11), in the context of his kingdom, covenant setting, and Old Testament dealings. A New
Testament believer in the Body of Christ stands in the truth of indwelling and sealing, not
merely outward visitation.

That distinction is not academic. It changes how a believer understands his entire walk
with God. The Old Testament saint knew the Spirit’s power in relation to God’s dealings
under that economy, but the Church Age believer stands in the revelation that the Spirit of
God has taken up residence within him. That means the Christian is not simply a man who
occasionally receives divine assistance from the outside. He is a man inhabited by the
Spirit of God. The Old Testament line was glorious in its place, but the New Testament
revelation is astonishing. The Spirit who moved on the waters, inspired Scripture, and
descended on Christ now dwells in the believer. That is enough to make a saved man shout
if he is awake.

2. The Spirit of God Dwelling in You Is the Mark of Belonging to Christ

Romans 8:9 is one of the strongest identity statements in all of Paul’s writings: “Now if any
man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.” That is plain enough for a child to
understand and strong enough to knock the props out from under a mountain of religious
pretense. A man may have church membership, baptism, morality, family tradition,



theological language, and a polished testimony, but if he does not have the Spirit of Christ,
he does not belong to Christ. The indwelling Spirit is not some second-tier bonus for
advanced Christians. He is the mark of belonging to the Lord Jesus Christ. If the Spirit of
God dwells inyou, you are His. If He does not, you are not.

That means the doctrine of indwelling has to do with sonship and salvation, not merely
service. Paul says, “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God”
(Rom. 8:14). Then he says, “ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba,
Father” (Rom. 8:15). That is not vague spirituality. That is the Spirit of God bearing witness
to the believer’s place in the family of God. He is not merely helping a man behave
religiously. He is bearing witness with the believer’s spirit “that we are the children of God”
(Rom. 8:16). The indwelling Spirit is bound up with the believer’s standing as a son, heir,
and child of God in Christ.

This ought to bring both comfort and seriousness. Comfort, because the believer’s
relationship to God is not hanging on fluctuating feelings. It is grounded in divine action.
God gave His Spirit. Seriousness, because false religion can imitate a great many things,
but it cannot manufacture the indwelling Spirit of God. Men can counterfeit spirituality.
They can mimic language, habits, and culture. But they cannot produce the inward
presence of the Spirit of Christ. That is why the doctrine cuts so sharply. It comforts the
saved and exposes the counterfeit. A man who is Christ’s has the Spirit. A man who does
not have the Spirit is none of His, no matter how impressive the religious package may
appear.

3. The Christian Life Is Not Powered by the Flesh

Romans 8 draws a strong line between the flesh and the Spirit. “They that are after the flesh
do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit”
(Rom. 8:5). Then Paul says, “to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is
life and peace” (Rom. 8:6). That is not saying the Christian never struggles with carnality. It
is saying the Christian life, in its actual source and power, is hot meant to operate on fleshly
energy. The flesh is not the engine of Christianity. It never was. The Christian life is not a
moral improvement project where the old man gets better coaching. It is a Spirit-indwelt
life that must be lived in dependence on God.

This is where a lot of believers go wrong. They get saved by grace and then try to live the
Christian life by raw self-effort. They grit their teeth, make resolutions, set rules, build
routines, and try to sanctify themselves by pressure from the outside. Some of those
external helps may have their place, but none of them are the power source. “The letter
killeth, but the spirit giveth life” (2 Cor. 3:6). “Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust



of the flesh” (Gal. 5:16). The answer to flesh is not stronger flesh. It is the Spirit of God. The
Christian life is not lived by a sanctified version of human stubbornness. Itis lived by the
inward operation of the Spirit through the word of God.

That does not mean passivity. It does not mean the believer lies around waiting for holiness
to happen automatically. It means dependence with obedience. The believer must reckon,
yield, walk, mortify, and obey. But the power is not native to the flesh. Paul says, “If ye
through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live” (Rom. 8:13). Through the
Spirit. There is the means. The flesh does not cast out flesh. The inward presence of the
Spirit of God is what makes the Christian life truly possible. Without Him, all a man has left
is religious performance, and religious performance can never produce real holiness.

4. The Believer as the Temple of God

First Corinthians 3:16 is one of the most staggering verses in the Pauline revelation: “Know
ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?” That
statement would have hit a first-century Jewish mind like a thunderclap. The temple was
the place of God’s presence, glory, and holy claim. Yet Paul tells a local assembly of
believers that they are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in them. Later in
1 Corinthians 6:19 he applies the truth to the individual believer’s body: “your body is the
temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you.” That is not mystical fluff. That is doctrinal reality.
The Spirit of God has taken up residence in the believer and in the church.

This truth should completely destroy casual Christianity. If the believer’s body is the temple
of the Holy Ghost, then his body is not a toy, not a dumping ground, not a marketplace for
fleshly indulgence, and not a neutral zone where he can play around with sin and still speak
lightly about grace. Paul presses that exact point: “ye are not your own. For ye are bought
with a price” (1 Cor. 6:19-20). The doctrine of indwelling means ownership. It means
presence. It means sanctity. It means a holy claim rests on the believer’s body because the
Spirit of God dwells there. That is not legalism. That is apostolic Christianity.

It also gives incredible dignity to the believer’s life. The Christian is not merely a forgiven
sinner waiting to die and go to heaven. He is a man in whom God dwells. He is not merely
attached to a religious system. He is the dwelling place of God by the Spirit. That should
produce both reverence and gratitude. Reverence, because the presence of God is no light
thing. Gratitude, because no believer deserved such a privilege. The temple language is
meant to elevate the believer’s understanding of what salvation really means. God did not
merely pardon him from afar. He came in.

5. The Spirit of God and Sanctification



Once the doctrine of indwelling is understood, sanctification begins to make sense in its
true New Testament form. Sanctification is not God asking the believer to clean himself up
enough to deserve divine nearness. It is God working in and through a believer whom He
already inhabits. The Spirit of God dwells within, and His presence is holy. That means the
believer’s walk is under inward pressure from a divine presence that is contrary to the flesh.
Paul says, “the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh” (Gal. 5:17).
The conflict is real because the indwelling Spirit does not make peace with the old man.

This is why the saved man cannot sin comfortably forever. He may sin, grieve the Spirit,
quench the Spirit, and drift into carnality, but if he truly belongs to Christ, the inward war
will not leave him alone. Ephesians 4:30 says, “grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye
are sealed unto the day of redemption.” First Thessalonians 5:19 says, “Quench not the
Spirit.” Those warnings only make sense if the Spirit is present and active within the
believer. The Christian can grieve the Spirit because the Spirit is there. He can quench the
Spirit because the Spirit is operating. The indwelling Spirit is not passive furniture. He is the
holy presence of God in the believer’s life.

That makes sanctification both searching and hopeful. Searching, because compromise is
never harmless where the Spirit of God dwells. Hopeful, because sanctification does not
depend on the believer’s flesh producing holiness out of itself. God is at work within.
Philippians 2:13 says, “For itis God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good
pleasure.” There is the wonder of it. The same God who commands holiness has placed His
Spirit within the believer as the holy worker of sanctification. The Christian’s growth is not
self-manufactured spirituality. It is the fruit of the indwelling Spirit operating through the
truth.

6. Carnality and Compromise Are More Serious Because of Indwelling

One of the most sobering aspects of this doctrine is that carnality in the believer is not less
serious because of grace. It is more serious because of indwelling. Paul tells the
Corinthians, who were deeply carnal in many ways, “Know ye not that ye are the temple of
God?” (1 Cor. 3:16). Then he adds, “If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God
destroy” (1 Cor. 3:17), in the sense of severe divine dealing. Why such strong language?
Because the issue is not merely bad behavior in the abstract. The issue is defilementin
relation to the dwelling place of God. Carnality is no small thing when the Spirit of God lives
within.

That cuts against the cheap grace spirit that has infected so much modern Christianity.
Some people talk as if security in Christ means sin has become a lightweight matter. Quite
the opposite. The very truth that secures the believer also deepens the seriousness of sinin



the believer’s life. The Christian does not stand under condemnation, but he does stand
under chastening, accountability, and the holy claim of the Spirit who dwells within him.
Hebrews 12:6 says, “whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth.” Grace does not make God
indifferent to sin in His children. It secures the relationship in which His chastening
operates. The indwelling Spirit means compromise is not happening in an empty house.

This should also help explain why some believers are miserable in carnality. They cannot
enjoy sin the way they once did because the Spirit of God is not in agreement with it. They
may try to make peace with worldliness, impurity, bitterness, drunkenness, pride, or
rebellion, but there is a holy Guest within who will not settle into comfortable coexistence
with those things. That is mercy, not misery. It is better to be a miserable saint under
conviction than a happy hypocrite on the broad road. The doctrine of indwelling means the
believer’s body and life belong to God in a special way, and sin becomes a more awful
contradiction because of that, not a lesser one.

7. Comfort, Assurance, and the Hope of Glory

As searching as this doctrine is, it is also one of the believer’s greatest comforts. Romans 8
does not merely confront carnality; it pours strength into the heart of the child of God. “The
Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God” (Rom. 8:16).
That is not mere emotional uplift. It is the Spirit’s inward testimony to the believer’s
standing in Christ. Then Paul says, “if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with
Christ” (Rom. 8:17). The indwelling Spirit is tied to sonship, assurance, inheritance, and
future glory. He is not only the Spirit of holiness. He is also the Spirit of adoption.

This comfort reaches even into suffering. Paul says we ourselves “have the firstfruits of the
Spirit” (Rom. 8:23), and we groan, waiting for the redemption of our body. In other words,
the indwelling Spirit is already a foretaste of what is coming. He is not the full visible glory
yet, but He is the divine firstfruits of it. The Christian suffers, groans, and waits in a cursed
world, but he does so with God dwelling in him. He is hot abandoned. He is not left to
survive on memory and religious theory. He has the Spirit of God as the present witness
that the future inheritance is real. That is no small comfort in a world full of death,
weakness, and decay.

And then there is the resurrection connection. “If the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from
the dead dwell in you,” Paul says, “he... shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit
that dwelleth in you” (Rom. 8:11). There itis. The same Spirit who dwells in the believer now
is tied to the future quickening of the mortal body. The doctrine of indwelling is not just for
daily living. It reaches forward to final redemption. The Spirit of God within the believer is



God’s present answer to the flesh, God’s present witness to sonship, and God’s present
pledge of coming glory. That ought to steady a saint in every storm he ever faces.

Conclusion

The doctrine of the Spirit of God dwelling in the believer brings this whole series to one of
its richest and most personal heights. The Spirit of God who moved upon the waters, gave
life by the breath of the Almighty, filled craftsmen, came upon prophets and kings, inspired
Scripture, descended upon the Son, and operated in Christ’s ministry with kingdom power
now dwells in the believer under the Pauline revelation of the Body of Christ. Romans 8 and
1 Corinthians 3 make that truth unmistakable. The Christian is not merely a religious man
helped from the outside. He is a man inhabited by the Spirit of God. That is the glory and
weight of New Testament Christianity.

That truth changes everything. It means belonging to Christ is marked by the indwelling
Spirit. It means the Christian life is not powered by fleshly energy alone. It means the
believer is the temple of God. It means sanctification is the inward work of the holy God
who has taken up residence within. It means carnality and compromise are grievous
contradictions because the Spirit of God dwells in the believer. And it means comfort,
sonship, assurance, and future glory are secured by the very presence of God within. No
wonder Paul speaks of such things with language that is both doctrinal and burning.

So let this doctrine land where it should: on the conscience and in the heart. If the Spirit of
God dwells in you, then thank God with reverence, walk carefully, and do not treat your
body or your life like common property. If you are trying to live the Christian life by fleshly
determination alone, stop and remember that God never intended you to run on that fuel.
And if you are saved and struggling, take courage. The Spirit of God in you is not a small
thing. He is the living witness that you belong to Christ and the holy presence by whom God
will carry you all the way to the redemption of the body. Blessed be God for that indwelling.
Without Him, the Christian life would be impossible. With Him, it becomes the sphere
where the life of God is worked out in a redeemed sinner.

10 of 10: The Doctrine of the Spirit of God — Discernment, Truth, and the Sons of God

Introduction

There is a kind of religion that loves the language of the Spirit but hates the demands of
truth. It wants warmth without light, movement without doctrine, power without Scripture,
and experience without accountability. It will talk all day about being “led,” “prompted,”



“impressed,” and “moved,” but if you pin it down on the deity of Christ, the authority of the
Book, the reality of false spirits, the necessity of sound doctrine, or the difference between
truth and error, it starts squirming like a worm in a skillet. That is not the Spirit of God. The
Spirit of God is never divorced from truth. He is never careless about doctrine. He is never
vague where God has spoken plainly. He is never indifferent to the right confession of Jesus
Christ come in the flesh. If a man wants to know whether a spirit is of God, he had better
stop listening to the atmosphere and start listening to the Book.

That is why this closing essay must gather the whole series into its sharpest practical point.
We have traced the Spirit of God from Genesis 1:2, where He moved upon the face of the
waters, through the breath of life, through wisdom and workmanship, through His coming
upon prophets and kings, through Balaam'’s terrifying case of divine override, through the
giving of holy prophecy, through the descent upon the Son, through Christ’s casting out of
devils by the Spirit of God, and through the indwelling of the Spirit in the believer under the
Pauline revelation. But now the doctrine comes to its full practical force. The Spirit of God
is the revealer of truth, the giver of discernment, and the leader of the sons of God. That
means He does not merely act in history. He acts in the believer’s understanding,
confession, walk, and spiritual judgment.

This final lesson must therefore cut cleanly through the fog of false religion. The Spirit of
God enables men to know the things of God. He exposes the blindness of the natural man.
He provides the test by which truth and error are spiritually discerned. He leads the sons of
God, not by turning them into mystical drifters chasing impulses, but by bringing them into
fellowship with the Son of God through the truth of God. Romans 8, 1 Corinthians 2, and 1
John 4 make that plain enough to break the neck of a thousand modern errors. So this
essay is not merely a closing summary. It is the doctrinal blade coming down. It shows
where the whole study has been heading all along: from creation to discernment, from
movement over the waters to movement in the heart and mind of the believer, from divine
action in the world to divine truth governing the sons of God.

1. The Spirit of God Knows the Things of God

Paul lays the foundation for this whole matter in 1 Corinthians 2. He asks, “For what man
knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which isin him?” (1 Cor. 2:11). That is
plain enough. A man’s inward thoughts are known in the deepest sense by the spirit of the
man himself. Then Paul makes the doctrinal comparison: “even so the things of God
knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God” (1 Cor. 2:11). There is the line in the sand. The
things of God are not discoverable by unaided human ingenuity. They are not grasped by
natural brilliance, educational polish, philosophical speculation, or religious instinct. The



Spirit of God knows the things of God. If a man is going to know them rightly, he will know
them because the Spirit of God reveals them.

That truth cuts the pride out from under fallen humanity. Men love to imagine that if they
are clever enough, studied enough, intuitive enough, or spiritually sensitive enough, they
can climb up and inspect divine truth on their own terms. But the Bible says no man
knoweth the things of God except the Spirit of God (1 Cor. 2:11). That means all true
spiritual understanding begins with divine revelation, not human discovery. Man does not
storm heaven and drag truth back by force of intellect. God discloses truth, and the Spirit of
God is the knower and revealer of those things. That is why revelation must always come
down from above, not rise from below.

This is also why all false religion is ultimately an insult to the Spirit of God. It substitutes
man’s guesswork for God’s revelation. It says, in effect, that the natural mind can reach the
mind of God without God’s own Spirit revealing it. That is why false religion is always full of
either arrogance or confusion, and usually both. It is arrogance because man imagines he
can know divine things apart from divine revelation. It is confusion because once he rejects
God'’s revelation, he has no anchor left but his own fallen mind. The Spirit of God knows the
things of God. That is the beginning of discernment, and if a man misses that, he will miss
everything else that follows.

2. The Spirit of God Reveals What the Natural Man Cannot Receive

Paul goes further in 1 Corinthians 2 and says, “Now we have received, not the spirit of the
world, but the spirit which is of God” (1 Cor. 2:12). Why? “That we might know the things
that are freely given to us of God” (1 Cor. 2:12). That is an astounding statement. The Spirit
of God is given so that the believer may know the things freely given by God. Then the
apostle contrasts that with the unsaved condition: “But the natural man receiveth not the
things of the Spirit of God” (1 Cor. 2:14). There it is. The natural man does not merely dislike
some doctrines. He does not receive the things of the Spirit of God at all. “For they are
foolishness unto him” (1 Cor. 2:14).

That verse explains a whole lot of what a Bible believer sees in the world. It explains why
educated men can be fools when it comes to divine truth. It explains why philosophers can
write volumes and still miss the plainest gospel truths. It explains why some scholars can
parse Greek verbs and still not know the Lord Jesus Christ. It explains why worldly religion
can sound sophisticated while remaining blind. The natural man receiveth not the things of
the Spirit of God because they are spiritually discerned (1 Cor. 2:14). The problem is not
merely intellectual deficiency. The problem is spiritual inability apart from the Spirit’s
operation.



That does not mean the lost man is as ignorant as he could be about every religious
concept. He may know facts. He may quote verses. He may debate theology. He may
understand systems, structures, and terminology. But when it comes to the inward, living
apprehension of divine truth as divine truth, he is blind without the Spirit of God. That ought
to humble every believer. The Christian did not claw his way into truth by superior native
ability. He was taught of God. And it ought to warn every religious man who is trusting his
knowledge while remaining unregenerate. You can know a thousand things about God and
still not know the things of God. Without the Spirit of God, the natural man remains locked
out.

3. The Spirit of God Gives Spiritual Discernment

The end of 1 Corinthians 2 brings the thought to its practical point: “he that is spiritual
judgeth all things” (1 Cor. 2:15). That does not mean the spiritual man becomes omniscient
or arrogant. It means that because the Spirit of God has revealed the things of God, the
spiritual man is enabled to discern, evaluate, and rightly estimate what he encounters. The
believer is not left to drift through life with no test, no standard, and no ability to distinguish
truth from falsehood. The Spirit of God gives discernment. He teaches the believer how to
judge spiritual claims by spiritual truth. That is one of the great mercies of God in a world
full of deception.

This is where false religion gets nervous. False religion loves sentimental tolerance
because sentimental tolerance prevents exposure. It loves slogans like “don’t judge”
because that leaves the counterfeit free to operate without challenge. But the Spirit of God
does not produce gullibility. He produces discernment. He enables a believer to judge
things in the light of truth. That includes doctrine, movements, preaching, prophecy claims,
spiritual experiences, moral teaching, and confessions about Christ. The man led by the
Spiritis not the man who has stopped testing. He is the man who has finally begun testing
by the right standard.

This also corrects a great deal of modern foolishness about what it means to be “spiritual.”
In some circles, a spiritual person is imagined to be someone vague, soft, endlessly
affirming, allergic to precision, and incapable of saying a thing is wrong unless it is socially
safe to say so. The Bible knows nothing of that kind of spirituality. The spiritual man judges
allthings (1 Cor. 2:15). He is discerning because the Spirit of God is the Spirit of truth. He is
not critical in the flesh, suspicious by temperament, or harsh for the pleasure of being
harsh. But he is not blind, naive, or doctrinally indifferent either. The Spirit of God sharpens
judgment by truth.

4. The Spirit of God Tests the Confession of Christ



If 1 Corinthians 2 gives the principle of spiritual discernment, 1 John 4 gives one of its
clearest tests. “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God”
(1John 4:1). There is no room in that command for careless acceptance of every
supernatural claim. John does not say, “If it is spiritual, receive it.” He says, “try the spirits”
(1 John 4:1). Why? “Because many false prophets are gone out into the world” (1 John 4:1).
That statement is just as relevant now as when John first wrote it. The world is full of false
spirits, false prophets, false teachers, false movements, false experiences, and false
christs. A believer who will not test is a believer asking to be deceived.

Then John gives the test: “Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that
Jesus Christis come in the flesh is of God” (1 John 4:2). That is no small point. The Spirit of
God is tied directly to the right confession of Jesus Christ. Not just a “Jesus” of man’s
invention, not just a spiritual figure people admire, but Jesus Christ come in the flesh. That
means incarnation, real humanity, and the true identity of the Son of God are not
negotiable side issues. They are part of the basic spiritual test. If the confession of Christis
wrong, the spirit is wrong. A man may be dramatic, powerful, persuasive, mystical,
emotional, and compelling, but if his Christ is wrong, the spirit behind him is wrong.

This is one of the sharpest points in the whole series. The Spirit of God is never
unconcerned with doctrine and never indifferent to the right Christ. The idea that you can
have the Spirit while being loose on Christ is one of the most devilish lies in religion. The
Spirit descended upon the Son, glorifies the Son, and bears right witness to the Son. So the
final doctrinal test of a spirit is not how intense the manifestation seems but what it does
with Jesus Christ. Does it confess the Christ of Scripture? Does it honor Him as come in the
flesh, as the Son of God, as the only Lord and Saviour? If not, then no amount of noise,
gifts, or spiritual language can rescue the claim. It is not the Spirit of God.

5. The Spirit of God Leads the Sons of God

Romans 8 turns the doctrine from discernment in general to sonship in particular. “For as
many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God” (Rom. 8:14). That verse has
been abused by emotionalists until it nearly needs an armed escort, but it still says what it
says. The sons of God are led by the Spirit of God. That means the Christian life is not a self-
authored life. It is not the believer deciding everything by fleshly instinct and then asking
God to bless the leftovers. The Spirit of God leads the sons of God. But that leading must
be understood biblically, not romantically. It is not mere impulse. It is not a mystical hunch
elevated to divine status. It is the Spirit governing the believer in harmony with the truth

God has given.



The context of Romans 8 makes that clear. Paul is talking about the contrast between the
flesh and the Spirit, about mortifying the deeds of the body through the Spirit (Rom. 8:13),
about sonship and adoption, and about the Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are
the children of God (Rom. 8:16). So being led by the Spirit is not drifting through life chasing
impressions. It is living under the inward government of the Spirit of God in opposition to
the flesh and in fellowship with the Father through the Son. The Spirit leads away from
carnality, away from self-rule, away from the world’s mind, and into obedience, sonship,
and holy affections.

That truth needs to be rescued from both charismatics and cold formalists. The
charismatics often turn “led by the Spirit” into a license for whatever impression struck
them hardest this week. The cold formalists often reduce it to such a mechanical routine
that it sounds like the Spirit’s role ended after the canon was given. Both sides miss the
living reality of the verse. The Spirit of God leads the sons of God, but He does so as the
Spirit of truth, in harmony with Scripture, through inward witness, holy conviction, spiritual
understanding, and sanctifying pressure against the flesh. The true leading of the Spirit
does not make a man flaky. It makes him obedient.

6. The Spirit of God Is Never Indifferent to Doctrine

One of the most poisonous lies in modern Christianity is the notion that strong concern for
doctrine is somehow in tension with the Spirit of God. Men will say things like, “Don’t get
too doctrinal,” as though truth were a danger to spirituality. Or they will suggest that a
church can have either the Spirit or precision, either power or doctrine, either freedom or
theological clarity, but not both. That is absolute nonsense. The Spirit of God is the Spirit of
truth. Jesus said, “when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth” (John
16:13). Not some truth. All truth relevant to the revelation given. He does not lead men
away from doctrine. He leads them into it.

That is why false religion always wants to weaken doctrinal boundaries. It knows truth
exposes lies. If the Spirit of God is tied to truth, then lies cannot flourish where the Spirit is
honored. So false religion begins talking about “love over doctrine,” “experience over
theology,

¢

unity over precision,” and “spirituality over labels,” which sounds noble until you
realize it always functions to protect error from scrutiny. The Spirit of God never works that
way. He is never indifferent to right teaching. He is never casual about the confession of
Christ. He is never unconcerned about the difference between the gospel and another
gospel. The Spirit who inspired Scripture is not bored by doctrine.

That means the most Spirit-filled Christians should be the most truth-loving Christians, not
the least. A man full of the Spirit will not despise doctrine. He will crave it. He will not sneer



at discernment. He will exercise it. He will not act as though theological clarity quenches
the Spirit. He will understand that theological clarity, when rooted in Scripture and joined to
humility, is one of the Spirit’s own fruits in the mind of the believer. The Spirit of God and
sound doctrine are friends, not enemies. Always have been, always will be.

7. From Creation to Holy Discernment

When the whole series is brought together, the line becomes magnificent. The Spirit of God
begins in Genesis 1:2 moving upon the face of the waters before ordered creation appears.
He is then tied to life and breath, to wisdom and workmanship, to prophecy and divine
override, to the inspiration of holy Scripture, to the descent upon the Son, to kingdom
power over devils, and to indwelling the believer. Now, in this closing study, we see where
all of that comes to full practical force: truth, sonship, spiritual understanding, and
discernment. The Spirit of God is not merely a doctrinal figure from Bible history. He is the
living divine agent by whom the believer knows truth, walks as a son, discerns spirits, and
lives in fellowship with Christ.

That means the doctrine ends exactly where it should: not in spectacle, not in sentiment,
notin religious confusion, but in holy discernment. The Spirit of God moved over the waters
to bring order out of chaos. He still does that in the believer’s life. He moved holy men to
speak revelation. He still brings the believer under that revelation. He descended upon the
Son and bore witness to Him. He still leads the sons of God into fellowship with that same
Christ. He cast out devils by the power of God in Christ’s ministry. He still exposes the
darkness of false religion and false spirits by truth. The line is beautiful because itis
consistent. The Spirit of God always moves toward God’s order, God’s truth, God’s Son, and
God’s glory.

And that leaves the believer with a very practical charge. Stay close to the Book. Stay close
to Christ. Test the spirits. Mortify the flesh. Refuse the world’s mind. Do not confuse
impulse with leading. Do not confuse excitement with truth. Do not confuse usefulness
with faithfulness. Do not confuse a loud spirit with the Holy Spirit. Let the Spirit of God,
through the Scriptures He gave, govern your confession, judgment, walk, and affections.
That is how the doctrine comes to its full force in daily Christian living. It does notend in
abstraction. It ends in a believer walking in truth as a son of God.

Conclusion

The doctrine of the Spirit of God begins in creation but reaches its full practical force in
discernment, truth, and the life of the sons of God. In 1 Corinthians 2, the Spirit of God
knows the things of God and reveals them to the believer, while the natural man remains
blind to them. In 1 John 4, the Spirit of God provides the test by which false spirits are



exposed and the true confession of Jesus Christ is upheld. In Romans 8, the Spirit of God
leads the sons of God, bears witness to their adoption, and governs a life that is no longer
meant to be ruled by the flesh. Put those together and you have the culmination of the
whole doctrine.

That means the Spirit of God is never divorced from truth, never unconcerned with
doctrine, and never indifferent to Christ. He does not produce mystical vagueness. He
produces spiritual understanding. He does not lead men into doctrinal carelessness. He
leads them into truth. He does not make sons of God into impulsive drifters. He governs
them in fellowship with the Father through the Son. And He certainly does not leave the
church defenseless against false religion and false spirits. He gives the test, the truth, and
the discernment by which error is recognized and rejected.

So this series must end where the Christian life must live: under the inward rule of the Spirit
of God through the word of God in fellowship with the Son of God. That is the safe place.
That is the powerful place. That is the discerning place. The Spirit of God moved on the
waters, breathed life into man, filled the craftsman, moved the prophet, descended on the
Son, and dwells in the believer. Blessed be God, He also teaches the believer to know the
truth, reject the lie, confess the right Christ, and walk as a son. That is the doctrine of the
Spirit of God in full view, from Genesis to holy discernment.

Series Conclusion

When this series began, it began where the Bible begins: with the Spirit of God moving upon
the face of the waters in Genesis 1:2. That was no accident. The Spirit of God does not first
appear in Scripture as a side note, a footnote, a denominational debate, or a mystical
afterthought. He appears at the threshold of divine revelation, present where darkness
covers the deep, where the earth is without form and void, and where God is about to bring
order, light, and life into view. From that first appearance forward, the line never breaks. The
Spirit of God is tied to creation, to life, to breath, to wisdom, to workmanship, to prophecy,
to revelation, to Christ, to kingdom power, to indwelling, to sonship, and to discernment.
That means the doctrine of the Spirit of God is not some marginal subject for specialists
and enthusiasts. It is woven into the very fabric of how God acts, speaks, reveals, saves,
sanctifies, and leads.

What this study should have made unmistakably clear is that the Spirit of God is not the
mascot of religious confusion. He is not a vague feeling men invoke to sanctify whatever
they already wanted to do. He is not the excuse for disorder, noise, instability, theatrical



excess, private revelation, and doctrinal sloppiness. Neither is He a dry theological relic to
be boxed into a system and then politely ighored while men go on trying to live the Christian
life by the flesh. The Spirit of God is the living Spirit of the living God. He moved on the
waters. He gave life by the breath of the Almighty. He filled Bezalel for holy workmanship.
He came upon prophets, kings, and chosen vessels for divine purpose. He could override a
corrupt man like Balaam and force out truth. He moved holy men of God to speak as they
were carried by the Holy Ghost. He descended upon the Son at Jordan and identified Him
as heaven’s beloved. He cast out devils in the ministry of Christ by the power of God. He
now dwells in the believer under the Pauline revelation of the Body of Christ. And He leads
the sons of God in truth, holiness, discernment, and right confession of Jesus Christ.

That means the final lesson of this series is not merely that the Spirit of God exists or even
that He acts. The final lesson is that He always acts in perfect harmony with God’s truth,
God’s order, God’s Son, and God’s purpose. He is never divorced from the word He
inspired. He is never indifferent to the doctrine of Christ. He is never careless about
falsehood. He is never at ease with carnality. He is never the ally of the flesh. He is the Spirit
of truth. He is the revealer of the things of God. He is the inward witness of sonship. He is
the holy presence of God dwelling in the believer. He is the one who teaches the saint to try
the spirits, reject the lie, mortify the deeds of the body, and walk in fellowship with the Lord
Jesus Christ. That is why any religion that talks much about “the spirit” while neglecting
doctrine, minimizing Christ, ignoring Scripture, tolerating error, and excusing carnality is
not honoring the Spirit of God at all. It is grieving Him, quenching Him, or counterfeiting
Him.

So the right way to close this series is with reverence, gratitude, and a warning. Reverence,
because the doctrine of the Spirit of God is too holy to be handled casually. Gratitude,
because no believer deserves the unspeakable privilege of having the Spirit of God dwell
within him. And a warning, because the same Spirit who gives light also exposes darkness,
and the same Spirit who comforts the saint also condemns false religion. Men had better
stop using the language of the Spirit loosely. Preachers had better stop trying to replace the
authority of Scripture with personal impressions. Churches had better stop confusing
excitement with power and noise with anointing. Believers had better stop trying to live by
fleshly determination what can only be lived by the Spirit of God. And every reader ought to
come away from this study understanding that the doctrine of the Spirit of God reaches
from creation to glory, from the deep in Genesis to the sons of God in Romans, from the
prophets of old to the indwelling life of the New Testament saint.

If the series has done its work, it should leave the reader with more than information. It
should leave him with a clearer Christ, a sharper Bible, a deeper fear of God, and a stronger



hatred for false religion and spiritual fraud. It should make him more careful with doctrine,
more watchful against deception, more grateful for grace, and more aware that the
Christian life is supernatural because the Spirit of God is real. The Spirit of God who moved
on the waters still moves. The Spirit of God who inspired the prophets still teaches truth.
The Spirit of God who descended upon the Son still glorifies the Son. The Spirit of God who
cast out devils still stands against the kingdom of darkness. And the Spirit of God who
dwells in the believer still leads the sons of God. Blessed be His holy name. The doctrine of
the Spirit of God is not finished when the essay ends, because the Spirit of God is still at
work, still true, still holy, and still bringing light out of darkness in every place where God’s
word is believed.

B THE DOCTRINE OF THE SPIRIT OF GOD

.. —— 10-Part Bible Study Series Overview —

TI 1 FOUNDATIONAL ARC &=

The Spirit

@ The Breathof © Wisdom, Skill, and

at the Beginning the Almighty Holy Workmanship
“the Spirit of God moved...” “The Spirit of God “filled him with the
7 hath made me” spirit of God”
Key Point: Creation, ( ) Key Point: Breath, life, \ Key Point: Wisdom, understanding,
order, light from darkness. dependence on God. ). Erisiotedge. viorkrimdship,

0 When God Overrides @erispin't ofGodand

e Upon Prophets, Kings,

and Chosen Vessels the Man Holy Prophecy
1 SAMUEL 10:10; 2 CHRONICLES 15:1 NMB“‘S 2 : | 2 PETER 1:21 |
“the Spirit d “the spirit of Go ~ “moved by the

e Spirit of Go came upon him” 7 - Holy Ghost”

came upon him”

- Key Point: Empowerment for
prophecy, leadership, warning.

Key Point: Balaam; divine
use is not divine approval.

ﬁ 4 CHURCH AGE / BELIEVER

Key Point: Revelation and
inspiration come from God, not man.

0 Descending @ Power, Kingdom, and 0 Dwelling in ‘ @ Discernment, Truth,
Upon the Son the Defeat of Devils the Believer and the Sons of God
P j ROMANS 8:9; 1 CORINTHIANS 3:16 11})52‘3}2‘;{‘3\5@‘5‘&;14

“the Spirit of God descending | “cast out devils by the “the Spirit of God dwell in you” “the natural man receiveth not sJ}

. like a dove” Spirit of God” “the Spirit of Gnd “try the spirits”
dwelleth in you™ J “led by the Spirit of God”™
Key Point: Heaven's witness Key Point: Kingdom power Key Point: Indwelling, temple of God, ! Key Point: Truth, discernment, right
to Christ; Spirit always honors the Son. J confronting darkness. A sanctification, sonship. confession of Christ, spiritual leadership.

5 KEY COMPARISON: OLD TESTAMENT vs NEW TESTAMENT 6 DOCTRINAL HIGHLIGHTS @ WARNINGS APPLICATIONS

ORLTESTRNERT NENBESTRMURT @ The Spirit of God brings order, life, and truth. | a Beware false spirits. Test all things by
{3 OpERATION Came upon men Dwells in believers { the KJV Bible.

@ he Spicifof Godimevericontradicts Scripiure Do not confuse emotion Depend on the Spmt

@ Focus Task / office / moment Indwelling / sonship / walk
not the flesh.

iri i | with truth.
32% EXAMPLES Prophets, kings, Balaam Body of Christ, lzmple of God 0 The Spirit of God always honors Jesus Christ. [ =

| | o 2
E ificati Di de t al dit i Do not grieve the Spirit @ Walkassonsof Gnd in
p Life, | @) Divine use does not always mean divine approval (¥ Docotgier WalkusuosolGodin

Q The belever must walk n the Spirit not the flesh.

SERIES SUMMARY

From creation to Christ, from prophecy to mdwelhng, the Spirit of God gives life, reveals truth,
exalts the Son, defeats darkness, and leads the sons of God.




