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Series Introduction: The Doctrine of Intercession 

There are some Bible doctrines that get talked about a lot and understood very little. 
Intercession is one of them. Most people hear the word and think of a church prayer list, a 
quiet moment at the altar, or somebody saying a few kind words to God on behalf of 
someone else. But when you actually trace the doctrine through the Scriptures, it opens 
into something far deeper, heavier, and holier than that. Intercession is not just prayer in a 
general sense. It is standing in the gap. It is bearing another person’s case before God. It is 
stepping into the space between guilt and mercy, between danger and deliverance, 
between judgment and pardon, and carrying that burden before the throne. That is why this 
subject matters so much. It is not a decorative doctrine for religious language. It is one of 
the great revelations of how God deals with men. 

This series is going to take that word and turn it under the light of the whole counsel of God. 
We are not going to handle it like a sentimental church phrase. We are going to follow it 
where the Bible takes it. We are going to see that intercession appears near judgment, near 
national collapse, near priesthood, near prophecy, near suffering, and finally at the foot of 
the cross and at the throne of grace. We are going to see that intercession can be pleading 
for mercy, but it can also involve agreeing with God’s indictment against the guilty. We are 
going to see that sometimes God welcomes intercession, and sometimes He forbids it, as 
when He told Jeremiah, "Therefore pray not thou for this people, neither lift up cry nor 
prayer for them, neither make intercession to me: for I will not hear thee" (Jeremiah 7:16). 
That alone ought to tell you this doctrine is not shallow. 

We are also going to see that intercession exposes the condition of man in a way few 
doctrines do. It reveals how desperate the human problem really is. Sin does not merely 
make men uncomfortable. It separates them from God. It puts them in need of someone to 
stand between. That is why the Bible says, "And he saw that there was no man, and 
wondered that there was no intercessor" (Isaiah 59:16). That verse opens one of the 
darkest and most revealing windows in all of Scripture. God looked, and there was no man. 
No sufficient burden bearer. No adequate mediator. No righteous intercessor who could 



carry the whole case. That is where the doctrine stops flattering human religion and starts 
exposing it. A world can be full of ceremonies, sermons, altars, motions, and religious 
noise, and still have no true intercessor. 

But the doctrine does not leave us in that darkness. It rises to its highest glory in Jesus 
Christ. The whole series is ultimately moving toward Him, because every lesser intercessor 
in Scripture points forward to the One who fulfills the office perfectly. Isaiah said of the 
Suffering Servant, "he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors" 
(Isaiah 53:12). That is the heart of the matter. Christ does not intercede as a distant 
observer. He intercedes as the sin bearer. He poured out His soul unto death. He was 
numbered with the transgressors. He bore the sin of many. Then He rose again and 
ascended to the Father’s right hand, where He now "also maketh intercession for us" 
(Romans 8:34). That means the doctrine of intercession is not only about prophets, priests, 
and burdened saints. It is about the living ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. 

And as if that were not enough, the New Testament opens the doctrine even wider by 
showing that the Holy Spirit is also active in intercession within the believer. "Likewise the 
Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought" 
(Romans 8:26). That is one of the sweetest truths in the Christian life. There are moments 
when the child of God does not know what to pray for, how to frame it, or even how to speak 
under the burden. Yet the Spirit Himself helps, groans, and intercedes according to the will 
of God. So in this series we are not only going to look upward at Christ’s heavenly 
priesthood, but inward at the Spirit’s groanings within the saint. We are going to see that 
intercession surrounds the believer from both sides. The Son intercedes above. The Spirit 
intercedes within. 

Then from there, the doctrine comes down into practical Christian responsibility. The 
church is not meant merely to admire intercession as a lofty theological subject. The 
church is commanded to practice it. "I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men" (1 Timothy 2:1). That 
means believers are called to stand before God for rulers, nations, families, churches, the 
afflicted, the weak, the wandering, the lost, and fellow saints. This series will not leave the 
doctrine in the clouds. It will bring it down into the prayer closet, into the family, into the 
local church, and into the burden of living in a wicked and dying world. Because if we 
understand what intercession is and never actually stand in the gap for anybody, then we 
have admired the doctrine while disobeying its command. 

This study is also necessary because modern Christianity has done real damage to the 
subject by making it too soft, too vague, and too emotional. In many places, intercession 
has been turned into a performance of religious tone rather than an act of holy burden 



before God. But the Bible presents something much more solid than that. Intercession is 
governed by truth, holiness, righteousness, and divine government. It can plead, but it does 
not lie. It can seek mercy, but it does not erase guilt. It can carry burdens, but it never turns 
God into a sentimental idol who ignores rebellion. This series is going to push back hard 
against shallow ideas and recover the Bible doctrine as it actually stands in the Scriptures. 

My aim in this series is not merely to define intercession, but to let you feel its full doctrinal 
weight and spiritual beauty. I want you to see the burden of Moses, the tears of Jeremiah, 
the severity of Elijah, the emptiness of Isaiah 59, the suffering glory of Isaiah 53, the 
groanings of Romans 8, the triumph of Hebrews 7, and the command of 1 Timothy 2 all 
gathered together in one great stream of revelation. When you see that stream clearly, you 
begin to understand that intercession is one of the great windows into the mercy, holiness, 
priesthood, and government of God. You begin to understand why the Bible treats it with 
such seriousness. And you begin to understand why the greatest intercessor in all the 
universe is not a prophet, not a priest, not a king, not a church, but the Lord Jesus Christ. 

So as we move through these twelve essays, I want you to read them with your Bible open 
and your heart awake. This is not a light study. This is not filler material. This is a series 
about one of the deepest ministries revealed in Scripture. It will show you what standing in 
the gap can do, where it reaches its limits, why it matters so much, and why all of it 
ultimately points to Christ. And if this doctrine lands where it ought to land, it will not only 
deepen your understanding. It will change the way you pray, the way you read the prophets, 
the way you see the cross, and the way you carry other people before God. That is the 
doctrine of intercession. 

 

 

1 of 12: The Doctrine of Intercession - What Is Intercession? 

Introduction 

There are some Bible words that look small until you lay them out under the light of the 
whole Book, and then suddenly they open up like a blast furnace. "Intercession" is one of 
those words. The average churchgoer hears it and thinks it means saying an extra prayer 
request for Aunt Martha's gallbladder or asking the Lord to help somebody find a parking 
space at Walmart. That is the level of modern Christianity. It has taken words that belong in 
the throne room and dragged them down into the nursery. But when you trace intercession 
through the Scriptures, you find out you are not dealing with some soft little devotional 
ornament for pious church ladies and nervous deacons. You are dealing with a doctrine 
that reaches into prophecy, priesthood, atonement, national judgment, divine mercy, and 



the present ministry of Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. That is no trinket. That is heavy 
artillery. The Bible says, "I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men" (1 Timothy 2:1). The Holy Ghost 
did not pile those words together because He ran out of vocabulary. He put them there 
because each one carries weight, and each one sheds light on how a believer approaches 
God. 

The trouble with most Bible study today is that people want a slogan instead of a doctrine. 
They want something they can print on a coffee mug, slap on a T-shirt, and turn into a little 
inspirational caption under a sunrise picture. The Book of God will not cooperate with that 
kind of silliness. A word like intercession has blood on it. It has tears on it. It has burden on 
it. It has the smell of smoke from cities under judgment and the sound of groanings from 
saints who do not even know how to frame the thing they need to say. Intercession is not 
merely asking. It is stepping in. It is taking up the cause of another. It is standing where 
there is danger, where there is guilt, where there is need, where there is weakness, and 
carrying that matter before an authority who alone can answer it. That is why the prophet 
can intercede, the priest can intercede, the Spirit can intercede, and Christ Himself "ever 
liveth to make intercession" for those who come unto God by Him (Hebrews 7:25). Once 
you see that, the doctrine starts to breathe. 

So this opening essay has to do more than define a word. It has to open the gate to the 
whole series. If you get the definition wrong, you will miss the force of Isaiah 53:12 when 
the Scripture says of Christ, "he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the 
transgressors." If you get the definition wrong, you will not understand why God told 
Jeremiah, "neither make intercession to me: for I will not hear thee" (Jeremiah 7:16). If you 
get the definition wrong, you will flatten Romans 8 into mush and miss the glory that "the 
Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered" (Romans 
8:26), and that Christ at the right hand of God "also maketh intercession for us" (Romans 
8:34). So before we move into the deeper chambers of this doctrine, we need to settle the 
foundation. What is intercession? What makes it different from general prayer? Why does it 
matter? And why does the Holy Spirit treat it as one of the great realities of a life lived 
before the throne of God? 

1. Intercession Is More Than General Prayer 

The first thing that needs to be nailed down is that intercession is not just a fancy religious 
synonym for prayer. A lot of Christians read 1 Timothy 2:1 and lump the whole verse into 
one shapeless blob, as if "supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks" all 
mean exactly the same thing in slightly different wrapping. That is not Bible study. That is 
laziness dressed up as spirituality. The Spirit of God chose each of those words with 



precision. Supplications emphasize earnest requests springing from need. Prayers is the 
broader word that covers communion, petition, and worshipful address to God. 
Intercessions point to pleading on behalf of others. Giving of thanks deals with gratitude 
offered back to God. If the Holy Ghost wanted one general term, He could have used one. 
Instead, He laid out four. The believer who pays attention will notice that the verse is 
teaching layers of approach. It is showing a soul not merely talking to God, but dealing with 
Him in different ways over different matters. 

That means intercession has a representative character to it. It is not confined to your own 
need, your own pain, your own family, your own circumstance. Intercession takes up 
another man's case. It enters someone else's trouble. It bears another person's burden 
before the throne. That is why it is such a searching doctrine. A self-centered Christian can 
pray all day about his own problems and still know almost nothing about intercession. 
Intercession compels you to move beyond the little fenced yard of your own life and step 
into the breach for somebody else. That is why the word carries the idea of intervention. 
The intercessor enters the matter. He is not a spectator with folded arms and a shrug. He is 
not a critic in the cheap seats. He is not merely noticing the crisis. He is taking up the cause 
and carrying it to God. 

You can see the broader sense of the thing even outside direct prayer to God. Jeremiah 
36:25 says, "Nevertheless Elnathan and Delaiah and Gemariah had made intercession to 
the king that he would not burn the roll: but he would not hear them." There is the word 
used in relation to men pleading with a king. That helps define the action. Intercession is 
the act of stepping in before an authority concerning a matter that affects others. When a 
sinner is guilty, when a nation is in danger, when a saint is weak, when a judgment is near, 
when a burden is too heavy, intercession means somebody steps between the need and 
the authority that can answer it. So no, intercession is not just prayer in general. It is prayer 
with a burden, prayer with representation, prayer with intervention, prayer with somebody 
else's case laid on your heart. 

2. Intercession Carries the Idea of Standing Between 

Once you understand that intercession is more than general prayer, the next thing to grasp 
is that it involves standing between. It is a mediating act, though not always mediation in 
the fullest saving sense that belongs only to Christ. The intercessor stands between danger 
and deliverance, between guilt and mercy, between weakness and help, between rebellion 
and judgment. He is not the final authority, and he is not the one under sentence, but he 
steps into the space between them. That is why this doctrine so naturally touches the 
language of standing in the gap. Even where that exact phrase is not in the immediate 
verse, the action itself is there. The intercessor places himself where the issue is hottest. 



He enters the line of fire. He carries the burden of another into the presence of the one who 
can decide the matter. 

That is why Isaiah 59:16 is such a frightening and revealing verse. The Lord "saw that there 
was no man, and wondered that there was no intercessor" (Isaiah 59:16). That is an 
astonishing statement. God looked around for someone willing, able, burdened, and 
suitable to stand in that place, and there was nobody. Plenty of religious chatter, no doubt. 
Plenty of formalism. Plenty of lip service. Plenty of noise. But no intercessor. Nobody 
standing between the ruin and the remedy. Nobody taking up the cause before God. That 
verse exposes how rare real intercession is. There are many church members, many choir 
singers, many sermon listeners, many people who know the vocabulary of religion, but very 
few who will stand in the breach with another person's burden on their shoulders. 

The very structure of intercession shows why it is costly. If you stand between, you feel 
pressure from both sides. You see the need in one direction and the authority in the other. 
You feel the urgency below and the holiness above. You know the case is real, the danger is 
real, the guilt may be real, and the necessity for mercy is real. That is why intercession is 
never a light little exercise in religious cosmetics. It is a serious thing. A man standing 
between is carrying tension. He is in the very place where justice and mercy meet. That is 
why the greatest intercession of all belongs to the Lord Jesus Christ, because He alone 
could stand perfectly between a holy God and guilty sinners and satisfy both the demands 
of righteousness and the cries of mercy. But even before we get to His perfect work, the 
pattern is already visible. Intercession means somebody stands where others will not stand 
and bears what others will not bear. 

3. Intercession Pleads a Cause Before Authority 

Intercession always has a legal and moral flavor to it. It is not babbling in the religious air. It 
is pleading a cause. It is presenting a matter. It is bringing the issue before the one who has 
the right to rule on it. That is why in Scripture intercession touches kings, prophets, priests, 
the throne of God, and the final ministry of Christ Himself. There is always authority 
involved. The intercessor is not making a complaint into a vacuum. He is not venting 
emotion into the ceiling. He is bringing a case before the Judge of all the earth, or before 
some delegated ruler, with the understanding that the authority addressed can act, 
restrain, hear, refuse, deliver, or judge. 

That is exactly what makes the thing so solemn. When Jeremiah was told, "Therefore pray 
not thou for this people, neither lift up cry nor prayer for them, neither make intercession to 
me: for I will not hear thee" (Jeremiah 7:16), God was not forbidding empty words. He was 
shutting the courtroom door. He was saying the case had reached a point where no further 



pleading would alter the sentence. That is not sentimental religion. That is a moral 
government. That is why intercession must be understood as pleading a cause. If it were 
merely emotional expression, such a prohibition would make little sense. But if 
intercession is a real appeal before the sovereign authority of God, then the verse becomes 
terrifyingly plain. There are times when God allows the pleading, and there are times when 
God says the matter is fixed. 

This explains why intercession is closely tied to burden-bearing. A man who pleads a cause 
has to feel the case. He has to understand the urgency of it. He has to recognize the one 
addressed has full authority over it. He cannot go casually. He cannot go flippantly. He 
cannot go with a theatrical display. He goes because the matter is real. That is why much of 
what passes for "intercessory prayer" in modern churches is little more than religious 
pageantry. There is no sense of approaching the throne, no sense of moral seriousness, no 
sense of a case being laid before the Lord, no sense of divine authority. It is just words and 
mood. Biblical intercession is not mood. It is pleading. It is bringing the cause before God 
with the awareness that the matter rests in His hand. 

4. Intercession Is Distinct from Supplication, Prayer, and Thanksgiving 

When Paul says, "I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, 
and giving of thanks, be made for all men" (1 Timothy 2:1), he is not padding the line. He is 
opening a map. Supplications focus on earnest entreaties arising out of need. That is the 
soul begging God for help, relief, provision, or mercy with urgency. Prayers is the broad 
category, the general act of approaching God in worship, petition, confession, and 
communion. Intercessions narrow the matter to pleading on behalf of others. Giving of 
thanks turns the soul Godward in gratitude for mercies received. Put together, the verse 
presents a rounded prayer life, not a one-note religious chant. The saint is not merely to 
ask, but to ask earnestly, to commune generally, to plead representatively, and to thank 
gratefully. 

Now that distinction matters because many believers stay trapped in one narrow lane their 
whole lives. Some are perpetual supplicants. They are always asking for the next thing, and 
if God stopped being their cosmic delivery service, they would not know what to say. 
Others know something about prayer in the general sense, but they rarely take up anybody 
else's burden. Still others can thank God when things go well, but the moment pressure 
comes, gratitude evaporates like water on a hot skillet. The verse corrects all of that. It tells 
the believer to be spiritually balanced. And when intercessions is singled out in that list, the 
Holy Ghost is teaching you that representing the needs of others before God is not an 
optional extra for advanced saints with extra free time. It is part of the normal Christian life. 



There is something else in that verse that bites. Paul says this is to be made "for all men" (1 
Timothy 2:1). That will ruin a lot of religious cliques right there. The old sinful heart likes to 
pray for its own circle, its own tribe, its own little group that already agrees with it. But the 
intercessory burden of the New Testament is bigger than your social comfort zone. It 
extends to rulers, enemies, strangers, the lost, the weak, the afflicted, the church, and 
beyond. That is why intercession is costly. It makes you carry people you may not naturally 
like. It makes you pray for men whose politics irritate you, whose blindness grieves you, 
whose rebellion angers you, or whose weakness frustrates you. That is Bible. Intercession 
stretches the heart because it requires a man to bring others before God, not merely 
himself. 

5. Intercession Touches Prophecy, Priesthood, and Judgment 

One reason intercession is such a major doctrine is because it sits at the crossroads of 
several great biblical themes. It touches prophecy because the prophets often bore the 
burden of a nation before God. It touches priesthood because the priestly office involved 
representation, carrying the people in before the Lord. It touches judgment because 
intercession is frequently seen when wrath is near and mercy is being sought before the 
stroke falls. It touches mediation because it involves a go-between action, a stepping into 
the breach. It touches mercy because it is often the cry for restraint, forgiveness, help, or 
deliverance. It touches atonement in its highest form because the Lord Jesus intercedes as 
the One who has borne sin. So this is not some narrow niche subject for people who like 
word studies. This doctrine reaches into the main arteries of the Bible. 

Look again at Isaiah 53:12. There the suffering Servant "bare the sin of many, and made 
intercession for the transgressors." That is prophecy, atonement, and intercession all 
converging in one blazing verse. Look at Jeremiah 27:18. "But if they be prophets, and if the 
word of the LORD be with them, let them now make intercession to the LORD of hosts" 
(Jeremiah 27:18). There prophecy and intercession are joined. Look at Jeremiah 7:16 and 
you see intercession colliding with settled judgment. Look at Hebrews 7:25 and you find 
priesthood and intercession fused together in the risen Christ, "seeing he ever liveth to 
make intercession for them." A man would have to be blind in one eye and sleeping in the 
other not to see that intercession runs through some of the deepest channels in revelation. 

That is why this doctrine cannot be reduced to the emotional atmosphere of a prayer 
meeting. It belongs to the structure of how God deals with men. The prophet warns and 
pleads. The priest represents. The intercessor stands in the gap. The judge hears or refuses. 
Christ fulfills. The Spirit assists. That is doctrinal ground, not devotional fluff. And that is 
what makes intercession so important. If you study it correctly, it becomes a doorway into 
understanding how the Lord governs, how He hears, how He delays, how He judges, how 



He saves, and how He presently ministers for His own. That is not a side issue. That is 
central ground. 

6. Intercession Is Rooted in Burden, Not Performance 

The modern age loves performance. It loves volume, mood, pace, and appearance. So 
naturally it has turned prayer into theater. Men think if they use the right tone, drag out the 
right syllables, cry at the right time, or create the right atmosphere with background music 
and dim lights, then somehow they have ascended into "deep intercession." Nonsense. A 
man can sound dramatic and still be empty as a drum. Biblical intercession is rooted in 
burden, not performance. It comes out of a matter laid on the heart by truth, need, danger, 
and responsibility. It is the soul pressed by a real case until it carries that case before God. 

Romans 8:26 shows that better than most people realize. "Likewise the Spirit also helpeth 
our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought" (Romans 8:26). 
Notice that. The verse does not start with eloquence. It starts with infirmity. It does not 
begin with confidence in verbal ability. It begins with weakness and ignorance. "But the 
Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered" (Romans 
8:26). That is the exact opposite of religious performance. The deepest intercession may 
take place when a man cannot even get the thing out in articulate words. The burden is 
there. The need is there. The help of the Spirit is there. But the outward show is missing. So 
much for the stage performers. 

The same principle holds in the Old Testament. The intercessor is not the man with the best 
public image. He is the man with the real burden. He is the man who feels the weight of a 
people, a crisis, a sinner, or a danger before God. That is why this doctrine exposes 
superficial Christianity so badly. A shallow man may be able to say religious things in 
public. He may know the vocabulary, the mannerisms, and the expected phrases. But if he 
has never carried another person's cause before the Lord with genuine burden, then he has 
not yet learned what intercession is. Intercession is work of the heart under the pressure of 
divine reality. Performance is work of the flesh under the pressure of public expectation. 
The two are not the same. 

7. Intercession Finds Its Highest Meaning in Jesus Christ 

No matter how carefully you define the doctrine at the opening, if you do not end up at 
Jesus Christ, you have not reached the heart of it. All true biblical roads lead to Him. He is 
not merely one example among many. He is the fulfillment, the center, the perfection, and 
the glory of intercession. Isaiah 53:12 shows Him in prophecy as the One who "made 
intercession for the transgressors." Romans 8:34 shows Him in resurrection and exaltation 
as the One "who also maketh intercession for us." Hebrews 7:25 shows Him in His endless 



priestly life as the One who "ever liveth to make intercession" for those who come unto God 
by Him. There is your doctrine in full bloom. He interceded in death, He intercedes in 
heaven, and He never ceases to intercede for His own. 

What makes His intercession unique is that it is grounded in accomplished atonement. The 
Old Testament saint, prophet, or priest could plead, but none of them could stand before 
God and say that the sin question had been settled by their own blood. Christ can. He does 
not intercede as a mere sympathizer. He does not intercede as a helpless observer. He 
intercedes as the Lamb that was slain, the righteous One who bore the sin of many, the 
risen Son at the Father's right hand. That means His intercession is not detached from His 
substitution. It flows out of it. He is not simply asking for mercy in the abstract. He is the 
very ground upon which mercy may righteously flow to the believer. 

And that is what gives intercession its final dignity. The doctrine is not ultimately about how 
spiritual you can sound in a prayer circle. It is about how God has structured reality around 
a Mediator. The sinner needs one. The saint depends on one. The Spirit helps within, but the 
Son intercedes above. "For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus" (1 Timothy 2:5). So when we ask, "What is intercession?" the full answer 
cannot stop with human activity. It must climb all the way up to Christ. Intercession is 
stepping in on behalf of another, pleading a cause before authority, standing between need 
and answer, danger and deliverance, guilt and mercy. In its highest and perfect sense, it is 
the ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ for those He redeemed by His blood. 

Conclusion 

So what is intercession? It is more than prayer in general. It is the act of taking up another's 
cause and bringing that cause before the one who has authority over it. It is standing 
between. It is entering the breach. It is carrying a burden not your own and presenting it 
before God. That is why it is distinguished from supplications, prayers, and thanksgivings in 
1 Timothy 2:1. That is why it can be used of pleading before a king in Jeremiah 36:25. That is 
why it can be forbidden in Jeremiah 7:16 when judgment has become fixed. That is why it 
can be absent in Isaiah 59:16 to the horror of the Lord who found "no intercessor." 
Intercession is not a decorative extra in the Christian life. It is one of the ways God lets a 
man participate in the burdens of heaven. 

This doctrine also teaches us something about the character of God and the seriousness of 
life under His government. The Lord is not dealing with men in a mechanical way. He allows 
pleading. He hears. He commands His people to intercede. He reveals that some matters 
are still open to mercy and some are already shut to judgment. He shows that prophecy, 
priesthood, burden-bearing, mercy, and holiness all converge in this one doctrine. That 



should cure the saint of lightness. It should cure the church of performance. It should cure 
the shallow reader of thinking that one Bible word can be exhausted by a cheap definition 
and a sentimental illustration. Intercession belongs in the deep things of God because it 
shows how need is carried to the throne and how burden is laid before divine authority. 

And above all, this doctrine lifts up the Lord Jesus Christ. He is the perfect Intercessor. He 
did not merely teach about the subject. He fulfilled it. He "bare the sin of many, and made 
intercession for the transgressors" (Isaiah 53:12). He is now "at the right hand of God, who 
also maketh intercession for us" (Romans 8:34). He "ever liveth to make intercession" 
(Hebrews 7:25). So the opening lesson in this series is not just a definition. It is a summons. 
Learn what intercession is, and then learn to value it. Learn to value it, and you will start to 
see the Bible differently. Learn to see it biblically, and you will realize that God has not 
called His people to be mere spectators in a collapsing world. He has called them to stand 
in the gap, carry burdens to the throne, and rest in the everlasting intercession of His Son. 

 

 

2 of 12: The Doctrine of Intercession - The First Pattern of Standing in the Gap 

Introduction 

One of the biggest mistakes Bible readers make is waiting for a word to appear before they 
believe the doctrine is there. That is how men miss half the Book. They act as if nothing 
exists until a technical label gets pinned on it like a museum tag. But the Lord does not 
reveal truth that way. He often puts the principle in operation long before He gives you the 
formal term. The doctrine is moving before the vocabulary catches up to it. That is exactly 
what happens with intercession. Long before you arrive at the places where the word itself 
shows up plainly, the action is already there, the burden is already there, the gap is already 
there, and the need for somebody to step between judgment and mercy is already there. 
The Bible is not a cold dictionary. It is a living revelation, and the earliest pages of Scripture 
are already throbbing with the truth that fallen men need somebody to stand in the breach. 

That should not surprise anybody who has read Genesis with both eyes open. The moment 
sin enters, separation enters. The moment separation enters, the question arises of how 
the guilty are going to approach a holy God without being consumed. The moment 
judgment threatens, the need for mediation appears. That is why intercession is woven into 
the moral fabric of the Bible. It is not an add-on for advanced saints or a specialty topic for 
prayer meetings. It is bound up with the basic facts of revelation. Man falls. God is holy. 
Judgment is real. Mercy is possible. But if mercy is to be sought, somebody has to step 
forward. Somebody has to bear a burden. Somebody has to plead. Somebody has to stand 



where the trouble is hottest and carry the matter before God. That is the shape of 
intercession even before the word itself comes walking onto the stage with its name printed 
on the door. 

So this essay is about the first pattern of standing in the gap. Not the final pattern. Not the 
perfect pattern. That belongs to the Lord Jesus Christ. But the first pattern. The early 
movements. The first outlines of representation, pleading, and mediation that prepare the 
reader to understand later passages where intercession is named directly. We are going to 
trace the trail from Eden through the patriarchs and into the early structure of Israel’s life, 
and we are going to see that God has always dealt with men through representative 
dealings. He lets one man affect many. He lets one burden touch a people. He lets one 
voice plead for others. He lets one obedient act cover a household, a family, or a nation. 
That is not accidental. That is the groundwork for the doctrine of intercession, and unless 
you see that groundwork, you will never appreciate the height of the finished structure 
when Christ appears as the great Intercessor who lives forever at the right hand of God. 

1. The Pattern Begins the Moment Sin Creates a Breach 

The first pattern of intercession begins the instant sin tears a breach open between God 
and man. Before Genesis 3, there is no need for somebody to stand between holiness and 
guilt because guilt is not yet in the picture. Adam and Eve are in fellowship with God, 
unashamed, unhidden, uncondemned. But the moment the forbidden fruit is taken, the 
whole atmosphere changes. "And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the 
garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of 
the LORD God" (Genesis 3:8). There is the breach. There is the rupture. There is the first 
great fracture in human history. Sin has done what sin always does. It has separated the 
creature from the Creator. It has put distance where there was fellowship, fear where there 
was peace, hiding where there was openness. And once that breach exists, the whole Bible 
begins moving toward the question of how that breach is to be dealt with. 

Now notice something very important. Adam and Eve do not fix the breach. They do not 
invent their own reconciliation. They sew fig leaves together, which is exactly what religion 
has been doing ever since. Men still do it. They patch together morality, ritual, self-
improvement, philosophy, tradition, baptismal regeneration, sacraments, denominational 
loyalty, emotional experiences, and every other threadbare leaf they can find, hoping to 
cover the shame of sin with something they made themselves. But the Lord does not 
accept it. Instead, God comes seeking, speaking, confronting, judging, and then promising. 
"And the LORD God said unto the serpent... I will put enmity between thee and the woman, 
and between thy seed and her seed" (Genesis 3:14-15). That is the first gospel glimmer in 
the Book, and it shows that God Himself must address the breach man created. The whole 



movement is already intercessory in shape because the guilty cannot restore themselves. 
The answer must come from above. 

Then the Lord makes coats of skins and clothes them. "Unto Adam also and to his wife did 
the LORD God make coats of skins, and clothed them" (Genesis 3:21). That is not yet 
intercession in its developed form, but the principle is already in operation. The breach 
created by sin requires a covering the sinner cannot provide. Somebody innocent dies. 
Blood is shed. Shame is covered. God supplies what man cannot. Right there in Eden the 
logic of the whole Bible is already moving toward substitution, mediation, and the eventual 
standing of one on behalf of another. If a man misses that, he will read the rest of Scripture 
like a tourist reading road signs without knowing the destination. The doctrine is beginning 
before the term is named. Sin opened a gap, and the whole history of redemption will 
revolve around how that gap is addressed. 

2. Representation Appears Early in the Headship of One for Many 

The second thing that appears very early in Scripture is the principle of representation. 
Intercession cannot be understood unless you grasp that God frequently deals with many 
through one. That is not modern democracy. That is Bible. Adam stands for the race. When 
he falls, the ruin runs downstream through all his children. "Wherefore, as by one man sin 
entered into the world, and death by sin" (Romans 5:12). That verse comes later in 
revelation, but it explains what began in Genesis. One man acted, and many were affected. 
In the same way, the doctrine of intercession rests on the fact that one man may stand 
before God concerning others. If revelation were built entirely on isolated individuals with 
no representative structure, the very framework of intercession would have no place to 
stand. But from the beginning God shows that one man can bear the weight of others in the 
dealings of God. 

You see that in the early family structure as well. The patriarch acts for the household. The 
father builds the altar. The head of the home approaches God in a representative role. 
Noah is a striking example. "Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD" (Genesis 6:8), and 
by that grace his household is brought through the flood. Hebrews later says, "By faith 
Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet... prepared an ark to the saving of his 
house" (Hebrews 11:7). That is not the fully developed doctrine of intercession, but the 
representative principle is plain. One man hears God, fears God, obeys God, and his action 
affects a whole household. He is not merely living for himself. He is carrying responsibility 
larger than his own skin. That is the soil intercession grows in. 

After the flood, Noah "builded an altar unto the LORD" (Genesis 8:20). There is that 
representative movement again. A man stands before God in relation to a larger circle than 



himself. The Bible is not presenting religion as an isolated private hobby. It is presenting 
dealings where one person bears weight for others. That is why intercession is not strange 
when it later appears by name. The reader should already be prepared for it. God has been 
teaching from the beginning that one may stand in a place of responsibility, burden, and 
representation for many. If modern Christianity had not been flattened into a self-help 
seminar with choruses, people would see that much more clearly. Scripture is not training 
individuals merely to think of their own private spirituality. It is showing how God weaves 
responsibility, pleading, and representative action into the very structure of covenant 
history. 

3. The Altar Teaches That Access Is Not Casual 

Another early pattern that prepares the ground for intercession is the altar. The altar shows 
that approach to God is costly, ordered, and mediated through sacrifice. Cain and Abel 
come before God in Genesis 4, and the issue is not whether they are sincere. The issue is 
whether the approach is acceptable. Abel brings "of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat 
thereof" (Genesis 4:4), and the Lord has respect unto Abel and to his offering. Cain brings 
the fruit of the ground and is rejected. There is a great sermon right there against every 
bloodless religion on earth. But for our purpose, note what the altar establishes. It 
establishes that a sinner does not drift into the presence of God any old way he pleases. 
There is an appointed way, a costly way, a sacrificial way. The whole scene reinforces the 
truth that something must come between the sinner and the holy God if there is to be 
acceptance. 

That is why the altar is such a powerful teacher in the early chapters of Genesis. Men like 
Noah, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob build altars because access to God is not treated as 
cheap or casual. The altar says there is distance, and that distance must be addressed on 
God’s terms. It says guilt is real, death is deserved, and acceptance requires something 
beyond the sinner’s personal feeling. All of that prepares the mind for intercession because 
an intercessor is dealing with that same moral distance. He is standing in a realm where 
the problem is not inconvenience but guilt, not mood but holiness, not preference but 
divine righteousness. The altar trains the soul to understand that approaching God is 
serious business. 

Look at Abraham after the Lord appears to him. "And there builded he an altar unto the 
LORD, who appeared unto him" (Genesis 12:7). Then again, "there he builded an altar unto 
the LORD, and called upon the name of the LORD" (Genesis 12:8). Later at Hebron, "there 
he built an altar unto the LORD" (Genesis 13:18). Those altars are not decorative religious 
furniture. They are public markers that access to God is by ordained approach. And the 
man who stands at the altar is doing more than going through a ritual. He is acknowledging 



dependence, sinfulness, and the need to come before God in the appointed way. That 
makes the altar one of the earliest silent teachers of intercession. It does not yet give you 
the word, but it gives you the world in which the word makes sense. It shows that the gap is 
real, the throne is real, the need is real, and the approach is governed by sacrifice. 

4. Abraham Gives the First Great Picture of Pleading for Others 

If you want one of the clearest early patterns of intercession before the term becomes 
prominent, you go straight to Genesis 18. There Abraham stands before the Lord 
concerning Sodom, and the whole scene has the bones of intercession all through it. The 
Lord reveals the coming judgment, and Abraham does not respond like a man reading 
headlines from a safe distance. He steps into the matter. "And Abraham drew near, and 
said, Wilt thou also destroy the righteous with the wicked?" (Genesis 18:23). There is the 
burden. There is the pleading. There is the moral appeal. There is the man stepping into the 
breach between a doomed city and the God who is about to judge it. He is not playing 
games. He is not talking for effect. He is carrying a real concern before the Judge of all the 
earth. 

Then the appeal deepens. Abraham says, "That be far from thee to do after this manner, to 
slay the righteous with the wicked... Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?" (Genesis 
18:25). That is not insolence. That is reverent, bold pleading grounded in the character of 
God. Real intercession is not a man trying to manipulate the Lord with emotional tricks. It is 
a man approaching God on the basis of what God Himself is. Abraham knows he is 
speaking to the Judge of all the earth, and he also knows that Judge does right. So he 
pleads the case from that ground. That is intercession in embryo. It is not mere generalized 
prayer. It is moral argument brought before divine authority on behalf of others in danger of 
judgment. 

The progression from fifty righteous down to ten shows the persistence of the burden. 
Abraham keeps stepping in, keeps pleading, keeps drawing near with humility and urgency. 
"Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak" (Genesis 18:30). That is the spirit of the 
intercessor. Not casual, not glib, not reckless, but burdened and persistent. And the whole 
episode proves that long before later prophets are explicitly said to make intercession, the 
principle is fully alive. A man can stand before God for a city. A man can plead for the 
preservation of others. A man can enter the crisis of looming judgment and carry the matter 
before the throne. Abraham may not yet be called an intercessor in formal vocabulary at 
that point, but if a reader cannot see the doctrine there, he is reading the Bible with the 
lights off. 

5. Judah Shows That Standing in the Gap Involves Personal Cost 



Another early pattern that often gets overlooked is found in Judah’s plea for Benjamin in 
Genesis 44. This is not prayer in the narrow sense, but it is intercession in principle 
because it shows a man stepping between authority and a threatened brother, bearing the 
burden of the case, and offering himself as the substitute. Judah says to Joseph, "Now 
therefore, I pray thee, let thy servant abide instead of the lad a bondman to my lord; and let 
the lad go up with his brethren" (Genesis 44:33). That is one of the great substitution 
passages in Genesis. Judah is not merely commenting on Benjamin’s trouble. He is 
entering it. He is willing to stand where Benjamin would have to stand. He is willing to bear 
the consequence so another may go free. That is gap-standing in living color. 

The appeal Judah makes is not cold or detached. It is saturated with burden. He recounts 
the father’s grief, the danger to the family, the effect this loss would have, and the bond laid 
upon him. He says, "For thy servant became surety for the lad unto my father" (Genesis 
44:32). There is representation. There is responsibility. There is personal involvement. There 
is a man who has taken another’s case upon himself and now stands before authority 
pleading that the sentence fall on him instead. If somebody says intercession is merely 
saying words in prayer, send him to Genesis 44 and let him read until the paint peels. 
Intercession in its principle is bigger than spoken petitions. It is bearing another’s cause 
with such reality that you step into the line of consequence on his behalf. 

That prepares the reader for the later development of the doctrine in a powerful way. Real 
intercession is never spectator religion. It is never detached commentary. It is not saying, 
"Well, I hope things work out for them." It is burden-bearing identification. Judah’s plea 
gives you one of the clearest early pictures of what it means to enter another’s crisis and 
stand between ruin and relief. It also points beyond itself. Judah offering himself for 
Benjamin is not the final answer, but it is a preview of the One who would come out of 
Judah’s line and do in perfection what Judah could only shadow. The pattern is growing. The 
Bible is teaching the reader, page by page, that standing in the gap is costly because it 
involves more than sympathy. It involves identification and sacrifice. 

6. Moses Makes the Pattern Unmistakable for a Nation 

If Abraham gives the first great city-level picture and Judah gives a family-level picture, 
Moses makes the pattern unmistakable on a national scale. When Israel worships the 
golden calf in Exodus 32, judgment is hanging over the entire people. The Lord says to 
Moses, "Now therefore let me alone, that my wrath may wax hot against them, and that I 
may consume them" (Exodus 32:10). That is not mild displeasure. That is national 
destruction threatened by divine holiness. And what does Moses do? He does not stand 
back and say, "Well, they had it coming." He does not write a clever commentary on the 



apostasy of the age. He interposes. "And Moses besought the LORD his God" (Exodus 
32:11). There is the pattern in bright letters. He steps into the breach. 

Then Moses pleads on multiple grounds. He pleads the Lord’s reputation among the 
Egyptians. He pleads the covenant promises made to Abraham, Isaac, and Israel. He 
pleads for mercy over judgment. Later he says, "Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin... and if 
not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou hast written" (Exodus 32:32). No 
shallow prayer warrior ever talked like that. That is a man under burden. That is a man 
standing in the gap with a nation’s crisis pressing on his soul. Moses cannot atone for the 
people, but he shows the spirit of one willing to bear the cost if it could mean their 
preservation. The doctrine is now fully visible in principle. One man is standing before God 
for many, in the face of deserved judgment, pleading the cause of the guilty. 

The same pattern appears again in Numbers 14 after the evil report and the unbelief of 
Israel. The Lord threatens to smite them with pestilence, and Moses answers, "Pardon, I 
beseech thee, the iniquity of this people according unto the greatness of thy mercy" 
(Numbers 14:19). There it is again. Judgment threatens. Somebody steps into the breach. 
Somebody pleads mercy. Somebody bears the crisis of a nation before the throne. That is 
intercession in action before the terminology reaches its fuller expression elsewhere. And if 
that were not enough, Psalm 106 later looks back and says of Moses, "Therefore he said 
that he would destroy them, had not Moses his chosen stood before him in the breach, to 
turn away his wrath" (Psalm 106:23). The Holy Ghost Himself gives you the phrase. Moses 
stood "in the breach." That is the pattern in plain speech. The gap is real. The wrath is real. 
The man who stands there is real. 

7. Aaron Between the Dead and the Living Preaches the Whole Doctrine 

There may not be a more vivid early illustration of standing in the gap than Numbers 16. 
After Korah’s rebellion, the congregation murmurs, and the wrath of God moves among 
them in plague. Moses tells Aaron, "Take a censer, and put fire therein from off the altar, 
and put on incense, and go quickly unto the congregation, and make an atonement for 
them" (Numbers 16:46). Aaron obeys. "And he stood between the dead and the living; and 
the plague was stayed" (Numbers 16:48). If a man cannot see intercession in that, he could 
not see daylight at noon. There is the whole sermon in one picture. Death on one side. Life 
on the other. Wrath moving through the camp. A priest with a censer, hurrying into the 
space where judgment is falling, standing between the doomed and the preserved. That is 
what standing in the gap looks like when God paints it instead of merely defining it. 

Notice that Aaron is not standing off at a safe distance. He goes "quickly." He enters the 
danger zone. He runs toward the place where judgment is active. That is what an 



intercessor does. He does not merely observe the crisis. He enters it under divine 
appointment. He carries something from the altar into the place of death. That is one of the 
deepest features of the doctrine. Intercession is not born in comfort. It is born where life 
and death meet. It is born where the problem is real enough to kill. And the only thing that 
can stay the plague is something connected to God’s appointed means of approach. That 
is why Aaron’s act is priestly, mediatorial, and intercessory all at once. 

The imagery is so strong because it points both backward and forward. It gathers up 
everything earlier patterns were teaching, and it reaches forward to Christ. Here is a man 
standing between. Here is wrath halted. Here is the altar connected to deliverance. Here is 
representation. Here is urgent action. Here is the survival of others bound up with one 
appointed mediator entering the breach. That is not a side note in the wilderness. That is a 
blazing picture of the moral logic of intercession. Sin brings death. Judgment threatens. 
Somebody appointed by God must step into the place where that judgment is falling if 
mercy is to be applied. You could preach on that scene for a month and still not drain it dry. 
It is one of the clearest visual sermons in the whole Old Testament on what it means to 
stand in the gap. 

8. All the Early Patterns Prepare the Way for the Perfect Intercessor 

By the time you have traced Eden, the altars, Abraham, Judah, Moses, and Aaron, the 
pattern should be unmistakable. Long before the word intercession is developed in later 
doctrinal passages, the Bible has already trained you to expect one man to stand for many, 
one burdened soul to plead before God, one appointed representative to step between the 
guilty and the threatened judgment. That is not random. That is God preparing the reader 
for the arrival of the perfect Intercessor. The Old Testament patterns are real, but they are 
partial. They show the shape of the doctrine without yet providing its flawless fulfillment. 
Abraham can plead, but he cannot atone. Judah can offer himself, but he cannot redeem a 
race. Moses can stand in the breach, but he cannot permanently remove sin. Aaron can 
halt a plague for a moment, but he cannot conquer death itself. 

That is why later Scripture lifts the doctrine to its highest point in Christ. Isaiah 53:12 says, 
"he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors." Romans 8:34 says 
Christ is "even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us." Hebrews 7:25 
says, "he ever liveth to make intercession for them." All the earlier patterns were leading 
there. They were teaching the grammar of the doctrine before the full sentence was 
spoken. They were showing the reader what kind of world this is, what kind of problem sin 
creates, and what kind of action is required if mercy is to reach the guilty without destroying 
the righteousness of God. When Christ arrives, He does not drop into a vacuum. He fulfills 
a pattern the whole Book has been sketching from the beginning. 



So the first pattern of standing in the gap is not just an interesting Bible-study trail. It is a 
divine preparation. It teaches the reader that intercession is not an afterthought in 
revelation. It belongs to the very way God unfolds truth. He shows the need early, the 
shadows early, the burden early, the representative principle early, the priestly movement 
early, and then later He names the doctrine and crowns it in His Son. That is how the Bible 
works. It is line upon line, precept upon precept, picture upon picture, shadow preparing 
for substance. And the believer who sees that will stop treating intercession like a religious 
hobby. He will see it as one of the deep woven strands of Scripture, running from the 
breach in Eden all the way to the throne of grace where the risen Son of God now appears 
for His own. 

Conclusion 

The first pattern of standing in the gap appears long before the vocabulary of intercession is 
fully laid out, and that fact alone teaches a valuable lesson. Bible doctrine does not wait for 
a dictionary entry before it starts breathing. It often lives in action before it appears in 
terminology. In Eden, sin creates a breach. In the patriarchs, one man represents many. At 
the altar, access is shown to be costly and mediated. In Abraham, a righteous man pleads 
for a city under judgment. In Judah, a brother offers himself in another’s place. In Moses, a 
leader stands in the breach for a nation. In Aaron, a priest stands between the dead and the 
living while wrath is stayed. The pattern is there, and it is there because the problem is 
there. Sin separates. Judgment threatens. Mercy must be sought. Therefore somebody 
must stand in the gap. 

That means intercession is not merely verbal activity. It is not just saying prayers in the 
abstract. It is bearing a burden. It is identifying with a crisis. It is entering a conflict. It is 
carrying the cause of others before God with such seriousness that the matter becomes 
weight on your soul. That can involve a family, a city, a congregation, a nation. It can involve 
one endangered brother or an entire rebellious people. But the common thread is always 
the same. The intercessory pattern appears where somebody refuses to stand back and 
simply watch ruin unfold. Instead, he enters the breach by God’s appointment and pleads 
for mercy, restraint, pardon, or preservation. That is why the doctrine has moral weight. It is 
built into the deepest conflicts of Scripture. 

And all of it points to Jesus Christ. The early patterns are wonderful, but they are shadows. 
He is the substance. He is the One every burdened patriarch, every pleading prophet, every 
gap-standing priest, and every substitute-hearted servant was dimly previewing. He not 
only stood in the gap. He became the bridge. He not only pleaded for the guilty. He bore 
their sin. He not only faced judgment near the camp. He went under it at Calvary. He not 
only halted a temporary plague. He rose again to destroy him that had the power of death. 



So when we study the first pattern of standing in the gap, we are not studying antique 
religious curiosities. We are watching God prepare the world for the revelation of the great 
Intercessor. And the more clearly that pattern is seen, the more fully Christ will be 
magnified when the doctrine reaches its blazing fullness in Him. 

 

 

3 of 12: The Doctrine of Intercession - Intercession at the Edge of Judgment 

Introduction 

There are times in the Bible when prayer is quiet, sweet, devotional, and deeply personal. A 
man pours out his heart before God, confesses sin, gives thanks, seeks wisdom, and 
communes with the Lord in peace. But intercession is another matter when judgment is 
near. Then it is no longer a soft private exercise tucked away in some neat little corner of a 
religious routine. Then it becomes a battlefield. Then it becomes a burden. Then it 
becomes the cry of a man standing in the smoke while everybody else is still pretending the 
fire is not real. One of the great repeated patterns in Scripture is that intercession rises to 
its sharpest intensity when a people, a city, or a nation has provoked God and is standing 
within a breath of chastisement. That is when the words matter. That is when tears matter. 
That is when pleading matters. It is not because God is uncertain about what He will do, 
but because He is revealing the moral seriousness of the hour and the value of one man 
who knows enough to stand in the gap while others dance on the edge of the cliff. 

Modern Christianity knows almost nothing about that kind of intercession. It has prayer 
chains, prayer cards, prayer breakfasts, prayer circles, prayer calendars, and enough 
religious fluff to stuff a mattress, but very little of the kind of prayer that trembles because 
the sword is already half out of the sheath. In the Bible, intercession often appears where 
wrath is not theoretical. It is close. It is deserved. It is moving. The people have mocked the 
prophets, polluted themselves, trusted lies, embraced idolatry, perverted judgment, and 
hardened their necks. The danger is no longer abstract. And right there, at the edge of that 
danger, you find an intercessor. Abraham pleads for Sodom. Moses stands in the breach for 
Israel. Samuel cries unto the Lord for the people. Amos begs God to stop what he has seen 
in vision. And Jeremiah, the weeping prophet, becomes one of the greatest examples in all 
of Scripture of a man whose ministry of warning and intercession is bound up with national 
sin and approaching wrath. He does not minister to a healthy nation under revival. He 
ministers to a dying nation under sentence. 

That is what makes this doctrine so sobering. Intercession at the edge of judgment is not 
casual religion. It is one of the final mercies God allows before judgment falls. The man 



who intercedes in such an hour is often the loneliest man in the nation. He sees what 
others refuse to see. He feels what others laugh off. He grieves over what others normalize. 
He carries the burden of people who often do not thank him for it, do not listen to him, and 
in many cases hate him for telling the truth. Yet there he stands, sometimes with tears, 
sometimes with groanings, sometimes with broken words, sometimes with bold pleadings 
rooted in the very character of God, because he knows the stakes are high and the 
consequences are real. That is the kind of intercession this essay is about. Not hobby 
prayer. Not ornamental devotion. Intercession at the edge of judgment, where mercy is still 
being sought while wrath is already gathering. 

1. Intercession Belongs to the Hour of Crisis 

Intercession is never more urgent than when judgment is close enough to smell. A people 
can ignore preaching for years, laugh at warnings, mock godliness, call evil good and good 
evil, and still think they are safe because the roof has not caved in yet. But the Bible 
repeatedly shows that God is not mocked, and when a people fill up the measure of their 
iniquity, the hour comes when chastisement is near. It is in that atmosphere that 
intercession becomes especially sharp. Not because intercession is always absent in 
calmer times, but because crisis exposes what intercession really is. It is not decorative 
language for church people trying to sound spiritual. It is a man carrying a burden before 
God when the danger is real. Abraham did not intercede for Sodom because he needed 
something to do that afternoon. He interceded because judgment was at the door. "And 
Abraham drew near, and said, Wilt thou also destroy the righteous with the wicked?" 
(Genesis 18:23). That is the tone of intercession when the axe is laid to the root. 

The same thing appears with Moses after the golden calf. Israel had not made a small 
mistake. They had committed spiritual whoredom in the shadow of Sinai. The Lord said, 
"Now therefore let me alone, that my wrath may wax hot against them, and that I may 
consume them" (Exodus 32:10). That is the language of imminent judgment. And right there 
Moses steps in. "And Moses besought the LORD his God" (Exodus 32:11). There is the 
pattern. Wrath rises. The people are guilty. The consequences are near. Then the 
intercessor appears. He does not appear because all is well. He appears because all is not 
well. He appears because judgment is a real possibility. He appears because somebody 
has to stand in the breach if mercy is to be sought. That is why intercession and crisis go 
together like thunder and lightning in the Bible. 

This ought to correct the shallow view most people have of prayer. They think intercession 
is simply being extra nice before God. No. Intercession belongs to the place where the 
issue is hot, the guilt is real, and the future is trembling. It belongs where a city may be 
destroyed, a nation may be smitten, a plague may break out, or a people may be handed 



over to the consequences of their own rebellion. That is why true intercessors are rarely 
comfortable men. They do not live in a padded religious dream world. They live near the 
edge where the collision between holiness and human sin becomes painfully visible. They 
are not always the most celebrated men either. Often they are the most burdened men. 
They know what others are ignoring. They feel what others have numbed themselves to. 
And because they know the danger, they plead while there is still time. 

2. Jeremiah Stands in a Nation Already Sliding Toward Ruin 

No prophet illustrates this better than Jeremiah. If Isaiah soars, Jeremiah bleeds. He 
ministers in the dying hours of Judah, when national sin is no longer a minor crack in the 
wall but a spreading collapse. The temple still stands. The religious machinery still moves. 
The people still have their ceremonies. The prophets for hire still preach peace. But the 
nation is rotting from the inside out, and Jeremiah knows it because God has shown it to 
him. "Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and seek 
in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man... and I will pardon it" (Jeremiah 5:1). That 
verse tells you how bad the disease had become. God is not speaking to a nation with a few 
blemishes. He is speaking to a nation that is spiritually gangrenous. And right in the middle 
of that corruption stands Jeremiah, warning, pleading, weeping, and carrying the burden of 
a people marching toward judgment with a hymnbook in one hand and rebellion in the 
other. 

Jeremiah’s ministry proves that intercession is closely connected with prophetic warning. 
The true prophet is not merely a man who can announce disaster like a newspaper editor 
with a sanctified vocabulary. He is a man who feels the weight of what that disaster means. 
He warns because judgment is real, but he also grieves because the people are real. That is 
why Jeremiah’s book is full of both denunciation and sorrow. "Oh that my head were waters, 
and mine eyes a fountain of tears" (Jeremiah 9:1). That is not sentimental weakness. That is 
a prophet whose warning and burden are tied together. He can see the sword coming, and 
he cannot laugh about it. He knows Babylon is not just a political problem. Babylon is an 
instrument of divine chastisement. He knows the temple will not save a rebellious people. 
He knows their lies about peace will not stop the storm. So he intercedes and warns in the 
same dark hour. 

And this is exactly where intercession becomes most intense. Jeremiah is not laboring in a 
season of national repentance. He is laboring in a season of national hardening. The 
people do not appreciate the burdened man. They want smooth words, not true words. 
They want flattering prophets, not faithful prophets. They want the form of religion without 
the fear of God. Yet Jeremiah must still speak, still grieve, still warn, and in key places still 
intercede, because he stands at the edge of judgment. That is what makes his ministry so 



important to this doctrine. He shows that intercession is not a luxury for peaceful times. It 
is a burden borne in the worst times, when the nation is already tipping toward ruin and 
only a fool cannot hear the cracking underneath his feet. 

3. Intercession Is Often One of God’s Final Mercies Before the Blow Falls 

One of the most sobering truths in Scripture is that intercession often appears as one of 
God’s final mercies before judgment actually breaks loose. A people may have sinned for 
years. They may have mocked the Word, rejected correction, and trampled mercy 
underfoot. Yet before the final stroke falls, God may still allow an intercessor to plead. That 
does not mean the people deserve it. It means God is merciful. He allows one more 
warning, one more cry, one more burdened voice, one more standing in the gap. This is why 
intercession near judgment is so solemn. It is not just another religious exercise added to 
the calendar. It is often one of the last merciful dealings of God before the sentence is 
carried out. The intercessor becomes, in a sense, a living testimony that the Lord still 
allows mercy to be sought even while holiness is preparing to strike. 

You can see that in Amos. The prophet sees visions of consuming judgment and cries out, 
"O Lord GOD, forgive, I beseech thee: by whom shall Jacob arise? for he is small" (Amos 
7:2). Then again, "O Lord GOD, cease, I beseech thee" (Amos 7:5). The Lord relents in those 
cases. There is intercession functioning as a restraining mercy in the face of threatened 
judgment. That is not because Amos is stronger than God, as some idiot with a 
commentary and no discernment might imply. It is because God, in His revealed dealings, 
allows His servant to plead, and in doing so reveals His own longsuffering. The intercessor 
becomes the instrument through which divine mercy is displayed in the very shadow of 
wrath. That is a tremendous thing. It means the burdened man is often participating in one 
of the last gracious windows the Lord opens before the shutters slam shut. 

Jeremiah’s whole ministry has that feel to it. Even where the nation is racing toward doom, 
the very existence of Jeremiah’s burden and message shows that God is not dealing 
mechanically. He is sending a man to cry, plead, warn, and call to repentance. That is 
mercy. He is not obligated to send that man. He is not required to warn after so much 
rebellion. Yet He does. The people do not value that mercy because sinners rarely value 
mercy until it is gone. They despise the prophet while he lives and then mourn the ruin after 
he is proven right. That is how it works. But the faithful reader should see it clearly. 
Intercession at the edge of judgment is one of the last mercies God extends to the 
undeserving. It is the final appeal sounding while the thunderheads are already rolling over 
the city. 

4. The Intercessor Suffers While the Careless Go On Smiling 



One of the hardest things about intercession near judgment is that the intercessor often 
suffers under a burden nobody else around him seems to feel. That is one reason true 
intercessors are so rare. Most people do not want to carry what they cannot immediately 
cash in for applause. They want comfort, acceptance, and the pleasant approval of the 
crowd. But the man who intercedes at the edge of judgment is often carrying grief while the 
people he is grieving for are still joking, buying, selling, marrying, planning, and going about 
life as if the warnings are overblown. That is the very picture Jesus gave when He said of 
Noah’s day that they were "eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage" until the 
flood came (Matthew 24:38-39). Judgment may be near while society still looks normal 
from the outside. That is why the burdened man looks so strange to the careless 
generation. He is living in the light of what is coming while they are still drugged by what is 
present. 

Jeremiah knew that loneliness. He was mocked, resisted, isolated, and treated like a traitor 
for telling the truth. Yet he could not simply shut it off. He says, "His word was in mine heart 
as a burning fire shut up in my bones" (Jeremiah 20:9). That is the language of a man 
burdened beyond convenience. He cannot just blend in and keep smiling at the national 
parade while the horses of judgment are already snorting over the hill. He has seen too 
much. He has heard too much. He knows too much. And so he suffers. The people around 
him want soothing sermons and patriotic lies. He has a message from God that tears those 
lies apart. That is why the true intercessor near judgment is often a man of anguish. He 
feels the weight of a coming catastrophe that others still treat as improbable or even 
impossible. 

That burden is not weakness. It is evidence of life. A dead church can laugh on the edge of 
judgment because it has no pulse in the right places. A burdened prophet or praying saint 
feels the crisis because God has made him sensitive to it. That is why Jeremiah weeps 
while false prophets grin. That is why Moses falls before God while the people play around 
the calf. That is why Samuel cries unto the Lord while Israel trembles under Philistine 
pressure. The intercessor suffers first in the soul. He enters the anguish of the crisis before 
the crisis reaches full public form. In that sense, he is ahead of the crowd, but not because 
he is smarter in the flesh. He is ahead because God has put His hand on him and made him 
feel what the careless refuse to feel. That is part of the cost of standing in the gap. 

5. Intercession Near Judgment Is Never Casual or Cheap 

The Bible never presents intercession near judgment as light, chatty, or shallow. It is not a 
religious add-on to make people feel important. It is costly, weighty, and urgent. When 
Samuel intercedes for Israel at Mizpeh, he does not treat the matter like a formal ceremony. 
The people have gathered in fear because the Philistines are near, and they say, "Cease not 



to cry unto the LORD our God for us" (1 Samuel 7:8). That is not a casual request. They 
know they need deliverance. Samuel offers a sucking lamb and "cried unto the LORD for 
Israel" (1 Samuel 7:9). The Lord hears him. There you have the seriousness of intercession 
in crisis. There is sacrifice, crying, fear, danger, and divine intervention. The scene is loaded 
with urgency because the situation is urgent. That is how intercession behaves when the 
stakes are real. 

Jeremiah 27:18 also shows the same moral seriousness. "But if they be prophets, and if the 
word of the LORD be with them, let them now make intercession to the LORD of hosts" 
(Jeremiah 27:18). That is a devastating challenge. Jeremiah is, in effect, saying that if these 
men are truly prophets and if the Word of God is really with them, then let them plead now 
in the hour of looming loss. That verse ties prophecy, truth, and intercession together under 
the pressure of an impending national calamity. It shows that intercession is not decorative 
spirituality. It is the proper work of a man who truly knows he is standing in a dangerous 
hour. If he really has the Word, let him carry the burden. If he really understands the 
moment, let him intercede. That is about as far from modern religious posing as you can 
get. 

This is why intercession near judgment strips away phonies. A man can fake enthusiasm in 
a revival meeting. He can fake learning in a classroom. He can fake compassion in public if 
cameras are around. But when judgment is close and the burden is heavy, the false man 
will either turn into a cheerleader for the crowd or else disappear. He will not stand. He will 
not carry the weight. He will not cry out with tears and urgency because he has no real 
burden from God. Intercession at the edge of judgment is too costly for the performance 
crowd. It demands sincerity, truth, and a heart willing to be crushed under the reality of 
what is at stake. That is why the man who truly intercedes in such an hour is often the rarest 
man in the room. 

6. Jeremiah Shows How Prophetic Warning and Intercession Run Together 

Jeremiah is a major anchor for this doctrine because his ministry shows that prophetic 
warning and intercession are not enemies. They are twin burdens carried by the same 
faithful man. The false prophet always severs them. He either warns without tears and 
becomes a harsh mechanical scold, or he offers tears without truth and becomes a 
sentimental fraud. Jeremiah does neither. He warns because he loves truth, and he weeps 
because he loves people. He announces judgment because God is holy, and he grieves 
because the people are blind. That is prophetic intercession in its proper form. The prophet 
is not merely a mouth. He is also a burden-bearer. He is not a detached announcer of 
doom. He is a man whose soul is torn open by the very message he must deliver. 



Listen to Jeremiah 14:17: "Therefore thou shalt say this word unto them; Let mine eyes run 
down with tears night and day, and let them not cease." That is not some theatrical display 
designed to manipulate an audience. It is the eruption of a prophet’s burden under divine 
instruction. The people are about to be broken, and the man of God feels it before it hits in 
full force. That is intercession-shaped sorrow. It is not yet the whole story of formal 
intercessory acts, but it is part of the same burden-bearing spirit. He stands between the 
people and the God who is chastening them, and his tears are part of what it costs him to 
occupy that place. He cannot treat national ruin as a detached concept because he is 
bearing its reality before God. 

At the same time, Jeremiah will not soften the message to make the people comfortable. 
That is another vital lesson. True intercession at the edge of judgment does not mean the 
prophet becomes a nice little chaplain who strokes rebellion and whispers soothing lies 
while the building burns. No. Jeremiah says, "Thou hast forsaken me, saith the LORD, thou 
art gone backward: therefore will I stretch out my hand against thee, and destroy thee" 
(Jeremiah 15:6). There is the warning. There is the holiness. There is the sword. So on one 
hand he is burdened, and on the other hand he is uncompromising. That is exactly right. 
Intercession does not erase prophetic warning. It intensifies it, because the burdened man 
knows the warning is real. He cries because the judgment is coming, and he warns 
because the people must hear the truth. In Jeremiah, both run together like fire and smoke. 

7. Christ Reveals the Highest Form of Intercession at the Edge of Judgment 

All the patterns in the prophets rise to their highest level in the Lord Jesus Christ. If 
Jeremiah is the weeping prophet, Christ is the weeping Judge and Savior. He weeps over 
Jerusalem and says, "If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things 
which belong unto thy peace" (Luke 19:42). That is intercession-shaped grief in the face of 
impending judgment. He is not ignorant of what is coming. He knows the city will be 
compassed with armies. He knows the house will be left desolate. He knows the people 
have rejected their King. Yet He weeps. He does not laugh over their blindness. He does not 
rejoice in their impending ruin. He grieves over it. That puts Him in perfect continuity with 
the burdened line of righteous intercessors before Him, yet infinitely above them all in 
purity and authority. 

Then consider His words from the cross: "Father, forgive them; for they know not what they 
do" (Luke 23:34). That is intercession in the very place where judgment is deserved and 
mercy is still being sought. The ones crucifying Him do not deserve pardon. Yet He pleads. 
He stands there as the sin bearer, the rejected King, the Lamb of God, and from that terrible 
place He intercedes. There is no scene in history like it. All the earlier patterns were 
fragments. Here is the perfect one. He does not merely stand near the edge of judgment. 



He stands in the center of it. He bears wrath in Himself. He becomes the basis on which 
mercy can flow without compromising righteousness. That is the highest revelation of 
intercession in all Scripture. 

And that teaches the final lesson for this chapter. Intercession at the edge of judgment is 
most powerful where holiness, mercy, and sacrifice meet. In the prophets, the intercessor 
warns and pleads while judgment approaches. In Christ, the Intercessor stands where 
judgment falls and opens the way of mercy through His own blood. That is why all faithful 
intercession points ultimately to Him. The burdened prophet, the grieving saint, the 
pleading watchman, the soul crying for mercy over a rebellious people, all of it reaches its 
fulfillment in the One who both warns of judgment and provides deliverance from it. So 
when we study intercession at the edge of judgment, we are not merely studying an Old 
Testament pattern of national crisis. We are studying one of the great roads that lead 
straight to Calvary and to the throne where the risen Christ still "maketh intercession for us" 
(Romans 8:34). 

Conclusion 

Intercession becomes most urgent when judgment is near. That is one of the clearest 
patterns in the Bible. When sin matures, when warning has been despised, when a people 
have provoked God and the consequences are beginning to gather, that is when the 
burdened man steps into the breach. Abraham before Sodom, Moses before the wrath at 
Sinai, Samuel before national danger, Amos before visions of consuming judgment, 
Jeremiah before Babylonian catastrophe, and Christ Himself before the fall of Jerusalem 
and at the cross, all show the same solemn truth. Intercession is not casual religion. It is 
the cry that rises when the issue is serious, the guilt is real, and the sword is near. It is often 
one of God’s last mercies before the blow falls. 

That means the intercessor is usually not the most comfortable man in the hour. He is often 
the most burdened man. He stands where others will not stand. He feels what others 
refuse to feel. He carries the anguish of a coming chastisement while the crowd goes on 
with business as usual. That is why Jeremiah matters so much in this doctrine. He 
embodies the terrible loneliness of a man who sees what is coming and cannot laugh it off. 
He warns because he must. He weeps because he must. He intercedes because he must. 
And in doing so he becomes a living rebuke to every generation that treats sin lightly and 
prayer casually. The true intercessor does not play games at the edge of judgment. 

And above all, this chapter points to Jesus Christ. He is the final answer to everything the 
burdened prophets only foreshadowed. He wept over the city. He warned of coming 
desolation. He prayed for His enemies. He bore the judgment sinners deserved. And now, 



risen and exalted, He lives to intercede for His own. So intercession at the edge of 
judgment is not just a dark doctrine about national catastrophe. It is a bright doctrine about 
divine mercy shining in the blackest hour. It tells us that even when wrath is near, God may 
still allow one more plea, one more burden, one more standing in the gap. That should 
humble us, sober us, and drive us to pray while there is yet space for mercy. Because when 
judgment is at the door, the man who intercedes is standing in one of the holiest and most 
painful places a servant of God can ever stand. 

 

 

4 of 12: The Doctrine of Intercession - When God Says Do Not Pray 

Introduction 

There are verses in the Bible that hit a man like cold iron across the mouth. They do not ask 
for your approval. They do not smooth themselves over for the religious crowd. They do not 
care what your favorite conference speaker thinks about them. They stand there in black 
and white like a loaded cannon, and if you are honest, they scare you. Jeremiah 7:16 is one 
of those verses. "Therefore pray not thou for this people, neither lift up cry nor prayer for 
them, neither make intercession to me: for I will not hear thee" (Jeremiah 7:16). That is not 
the kind of verse modern Christianity likes to frame and hang above the coffee bar. That 
verse tears the lace curtains off sentimental religion and shows you that the God of the 
Bible is merciful, but He is not mush. He is longsuffering, but He is not soft in the modern, 
spineless sense. There comes a point in His dealings with a people where the sentence is 
settled, the warnings have been despised, the light has been rejected, and He tells the 
prophet not to pray anymore. 

That verse alone destroys about half the cheap ideas floating around in churches about 
prayer and intercession. A lot of folks treat intercession like it is some kind of holy lever you 
can yank hard enough to make God ignore rebellion. They talk as though a tearful enough 
prayer, a dramatic enough altar service, or a long enough prayer list can somehow cancel 
the holiness of God and force Him to overlook what men have chosen, loved, defended, 
and persisted in doing. Jeremiah 7:16 blows that notion into splinters. The verse proves 
there are limits to intercession. It proves there comes a point where divine judgment is no 
longer merely threatened but fixed. It proves God is not a sentimental grandfather in the sky 
who can be manipulated by emotional tone. He is the Lord. He warns, He pleads, He 
stretches out His hands, He gives space to repent, and if men harden themselves through 
all of it, the day can come when He says, "Do not pray." 



That is why this doctrine is one of the most sobering in all of Scripture. It forces a man to 
reckon with the severity as well as the goodness of God. It forces him to face the fact that 
mercy rejected becomes judgment deserved, and judgment deserved can become 
judgment settled. It forces him to stop playing around with the idea that all warnings are 
negotiable and all consequences are temporary. Jeremiah is not ministering to a nation that 
stumbled once and wants to recover. He is ministering to a people who have heard, 
refused, mocked, and persisted. They have crossed lines they pretend do not exist. They 
have treated holy things as a costume while their hearts run after abomination. So God 
tells the prophet to stop interceding. That is terrifying. It is also necessary. Because until a 
man learns that God can say no to prayer, he has not yet learned who God is. 

1. The Command Itself Is Meant to Shock You 

Jeremiah 7:16 is shocking on purpose. The Holy Ghost does not waste words, and He does 
not accidentally phrase things in ways that disturb comfortable readers. "Therefore pray 
not thou for this people, neither lift up cry nor prayer for them, neither make intercession to 
me: for I will not hear thee" (Jeremiah 7:16). Notice the piling up of language. Pray not. 
Neither lift up cry. Nor prayer. Neither make intercession. For I will not hear thee. The Lord 
is closing every verbal loophole. He is not merely saying, "Jeremiah, tone it down a little." 
He is saying, "Do not bring this matter before me anymore." That is not because prayer is 
weak. It is because the issue has passed the point where intercession is now the appointed 
means of dealing. The case has moved from warning to sentence. 

That is what should rattle a serious Bible reader. God is not forbidding intercession 
because intercession is a light thing. He is forbidding it because intercession is a serious 
thing, and in this case the window for it has closed. The shallow religious mind hears "pray 
without ceasing" (1 Thessalonians 5:17), hears "men ought always to pray, and not to faint" 
(Luke 18:1), and then assumes there can never be a divinely appointed limit in a specific 
case of national judgment. Jeremiah 7:16 destroys that lazy thinking. The Bible is not 
contradictory. General commandments about a life of prayer do not erase specific 
commands about a settled case. If the Judge of all the earth tells His prophet not to pray for 
a people, then the problem is not with prayer. The problem is with the people. 

And that is exactly why this command is meant to shake you. It exposes the fact that divine 
patience is real, but it is not endless in the same form toward a rebellious nation. Men 
imagine that because God has not yet acted, He never will. Because He has not yet shut 
the door, they assume there is no door to shut. But when Jeremiah hears this command, all 
those illusions are ripped away. The nation has come to a point where prayer is no longer a 
permitted avenue for averting what is coming. That is not a defect in mercy. That is the final 



confirmation that mercy has been trampled long enough. If that verse does not sober a 
man, nothing in Jeremiah will. 

2. The Context Is National Hypocrisy, Not a Single Slip 

The command in Jeremiah 7:16 did not fall out of a clear blue sky. It came in a context of 
deep, settled, national hypocrisy. The people were not confused saints trying to recover 
after an honest fall. They were covenant breakers hiding behind temple religion while living 
like pagans. Earlier in the chapter Jeremiah stands in the gate of the Lord’s house and cries, 
"Amend your ways and your doings, and I will cause you to dwell in this place" (Jeremiah 
7:3). The offer is there. The warning is there. The call to repent is there. Then he exposes 
their lie: "Trust ye not in lying words, saying, The temple of the LORD, The temple of the 
LORD, The temple of the LORD, are these" (Jeremiah 7:4). They thought the presence of the 
temple guaranteed safety regardless of their conduct. That is religious insanity, and 
churches are still drunk on it. 

The Lord lays out the charges in plain terms. "Will ye steal, murder, and commit adultery, 
and swear falsely, and burn incense unto Baal... And come and stand before me in this 
house, which is called by my name, and say, We are delivered to do all these 
abominations?" (Jeremiah 7:9-10). There is the disease. They were mixing open wickedness 
with outward worship and then using the house of God as a shield for their rebellion. That is 
not weakness. That is corruption. That is not a stumble. That is a system. They were treating 
the temple like a spiritual laundromat where they could rinse off judgment while keeping 
their idols warm at home. So when God tells Jeremiah not to intercede, He is not 
overreacting to a bad week. He is responding to a hardened culture of hypocrisy. 

That context matters because sentimental readers always want to make God look 
excessive and sinners look misunderstood. But the chapter will not let you do that. These 
people had light. They had covenant privilege. They had prophetic warning. They had a 
history of divine dealings. And in the face of all that, they still chose lies. They still 
oppressed, murdered, committed adultery, and burned incense to false gods. Then they 
strutted into the temple as if the building itself could protect them from the God whose 
name was on it. That is why Jeremiah 7:16 is so severe. The prohibition against intercession 
is not for a people trying to repent. It is for a people using religion as camouflage while they 
harden themselves deeper into rebellion. 

3. God Is Merciful, But He Is Not Sentimental 

One of the worst theological diseases in the modern church is the confusion of mercy with 
sentimentality. Mercy is holy. Sentimentality is soft headed. Mercy is grounded in truth and 
righteousness. Sentimentality is grounded in feelings detached from truth. Mercy comes 



from God. Sentimentality usually comes from a guilty conscience that wants relief without 
repentance. The Bible never presents God as sentimental. He is compassionate, 
longsuffering, gracious, and abundant in goodness and truth, but He is never indulgent 
toward evil in the modern psychological sense. That is why Exodus 34:6-7 says the Lord is 
"merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth... and that will 
by no means clear the guilty" (Exodus 34:6-7). There it is. Mercy and holiness in the same 
revelation. The God who forgives iniquity is the same God who refuses to clear the guilty on 
sentimental grounds. 

Jeremiah 7 proves the same point. God had already shown mercy by sending prophets, 
warnings, calls to amendment, and repeated pleadings. He had not been silent. He had not 
been absent. He had not been unfair. The people had received light over and over again. So 
when He finally tells Jeremiah not to pray, that is not a collapse of mercy. It is the righteous 
boundary of mercy. It is the declaration that mercy spurned will not be endlessly extended 
in the same way to men who despise it. Proverbs 29:1 says, "He, that being often reproved 
hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy." That is not 
cruelty. That is truth. There comes a point where remedy is no longer offered because 
reproof has been repeatedly despised. 

This is exactly what the sentimental crowd cannot stand. They want a God who warns but 
never judges, who pleads but never acts, who grieves but never punishes, who stretches 
out His hands but never closes them in righteous finality. In other words, they want a god 
made in their own image, not the God of the Bible. Jeremiah will not permit that fantasy. The 
command "pray not thou for this people" (Jeremiah 7:16) tells you that the Lord’s mercy is 
real, but it is not a toy. It is not a loophole for rebels. It is not a trick by which a prophet can 
override holiness. God is not sentimental. He is good. And because He is good, His 
patience has meaning, His warnings have teeth, and His judgments arrive when men prove 
they have loved darkness more than light. 

4. Intercession Is Not a Spiritual Trick to Cancel Holiness 

This chapter ought to smash the foolish idea that intercession is some kind of spiritual 
mechanism that can be pulled hard enough to force God to change His mind regardless of 
moral reality. Intercession is real. It is powerful. It is one of the great gifts God grants His 
servants. But it is not magic. It does not operate independently of God’s character. It does 
not suspend righteousness. It does not cancel holiness. It does not make rebellion 
harmless. It does not allow a people to sin boldly and then assume a burdened prophet can 
pray them out of consequences whenever things get uncomfortable. That kind of thinking 
turns prayer into witchcraft dressed in church clothes. 



The Bible gives many examples where intercession is effective, but the Bible also sets 
boundaries. In Jeremiah itself the Lord says again, "Therefore pray not thou for this people, 
neither lift up a cry or prayer for them: for I will not hear them" (Jeremiah 11:14). Later He 
says, "Pray not for this people for their good" (Jeremiah 14:11). Three times the prophet is 
told not to intercede. That repetition is devastating to the cheap view of prayer. The Lord is 
driving a nail through the hand of every false idea that treats intercession as a way to 
manipulate Him. No. Intercession functions within the moral government of God. It is 
powerful because God ordains it, not because the intercessor gains leverage over the 
throne. 

That should actually deepen your respect for intercession, not weaken it. A prayer life that 
imagines it can operate apart from the holiness of God is not strong. It is childish. Real 
intercession pleads in harmony with God’s revealed truth. Real intercession stands in the 
gap where mercy may still be sought according to God’s will. But when the Judge says the 
sentence is fixed, the issue is over. At that point the intercessor does not become more 
spiritual by resisting God’s stated will. He becomes disobedient. Jeremiah’s greatness is 
not that he found a way around the command. It is that he learned to bow before the 
terrible reality that God Himself had drawn the line. That is how serious this doctrine is. 

5. There Comes a Point of No Remedy 

The most frightening thing in this doctrine is that Scripture really does present a point of no 
remedy in certain cases. Modern religion hates that because it wants every warning to 
remain theoretical and every crisis to remain reversible forever. But the Bible will not 
cooperate with that fantasy. Second Chronicles 36:15-16 summarizes Judah’s history this 
way: "And the LORD God of their fathers sent to them by his messengers, rising up betimes, 
and sending; because he had compassion on his people... But they mocked the 
messengers of God, and despised his words, and misused his prophets, until the wrath of 
the LORD arose against his people, till there was no remedy" (2 Chronicles 36:15-16). There 
is the whole doctrine in one dreadful sentence. Compassion. Repeated warning. Mockery. 
Despising. Abuse. Wrath. No remedy. That is what Jeremiah is living in. 

Notice how the text emphasizes compassion before it emphasizes wrath. God sent 
messengers "because he had compassion." He rose up early. He sent repeatedly. He gave 
light. He gave warning. He gave space. Only after all that do you read "till there was no 
remedy." That phrase is one of the heaviest in the Old Testament. It means the national 
sickness had passed the stage where healing was any longer the appointed outcome. The 
people had crossed from curable rebellion into terminal hardness. That is exactly the kind 
of condition Jeremiah 7:16 addresses. God is not forbidding prayer because He lacked 
compassion. He is forbidding prayer because compassion long rejected has now given way 



to settled judgment. The remedy was not refused by God first. It was refused by the people 
first. 

This is a lesson every generation needs, because human nature always presumes on 
patience. Men hear the warning today and assume they can repent tomorrow. They hear 
the prophet today and mock him because the sky still looks clear. They hear of holiness 
today and answer with some smug little joke because they have not yet tasted the rod. But 
a day comes when the accumulated weight of despised light becomes the ground of 
irreversible chastisement. Proverbs 1:24-28 speaks in the same vein, where wisdom says, 
"I also will laugh at your calamity... Then shall they call upon me, but I will not answer" 
(Proverbs 1:26, 28). That is not because wisdom is cruel. It is because men can harden 
themselves to the point where the season of hearing has passed. Jeremiah is the living 
embodiment of that awful truth. 

6. Jeremiah Is Forbidden to Pray Because the People Crossed the Line 

When the Lord says, "pray not thou for this people" (Jeremiah 7:16), He is revealing that a 
line has been crossed. The line is not arbitrary. It is moral. It is covenantal. It is judicial. 
These people had not merely sinned. Everybody has sinned. They had hardened 
themselves in the face of repeated light. They had turned correction into contempt. They 
had made religion a shell over corruption. They had learned how to speak temple language 
while burning incense to Baal. They had become professionally insincere. That kind of 
hardening is especially dangerous because it trains the conscience to survive under 
hypocrisy. A man in open sin may still feel shame. A man in religious hypocrisy can deaden 
shame while keeping liturgy. That is a terrifying condition. 

Jeremiah 15 gives more light on the fixed nature of the judgment. The Lord says, "Though 
Moses and Samuel stood before me, yet my mind could not be toward this people" 
(Jeremiah 15:1). Think about that. Moses and Samuel were towering intercessors in Israel’s 
history. Moses stood in the breach. Samuel cried unto the Lord for Israel. Yet God says that 
even if those men stood before Him, His mind could not be toward this people. That is not a 
small statement. It means the national hardness had advanced beyond even the 
hypothetical appeal of the greatest intercessors in their history. If that does not teach you 
the limits of intercession in a settled case, nothing will. 

This is why the essay title matters so much. When God says do not pray, the issue is not 
that He has suddenly become unwilling to hear humble repentance anywhere, anytime, 
from any individual who truly turns. The issue in Jeremiah is that the national judgment has 
been fixed. The structure is already collapsing. Babylon is already on the horizon as the 
appointed instrument. The people have crossed a line in their corporate guilt. So the 



prophet is forbidden to intercede for the nation as though another round of pleading could 
erase the settled decree. That distinction matters. God is not ceasing to be God. He is 
acting as Judge. And once He reveals that the case has reached fixed judgment, continued 
intercession for national reversal would be resistance to the very truth the prophet has 
been sent to proclaim. 

7. This Doctrine Forces Us to Reckon With Severity and Goodness Together 

Romans 11:22 says, "Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God" (Romans 11:22). 
Most people want one half of that verse and not the other. Some men are attracted to 
severity because it gives them a chance to sound tough while forgetting compassion. 
Others cling to goodness because it lets them talk about love while ignoring holiness. The 
Bible refuses both distortions. Jeremiah 7:16 is one of the strongest verses in Scripture for 
forcing both truths into the same room. You cannot read "I will not hear thee" and pretend 
severity does not exist. You cannot read the whole history leading up to that command and 
pretend goodness did not already operate again and again before the line was crossed. The 
people had both. They received goodness and then ran into severity because they despised 
the goodness. 

That is why this doctrine is so necessary for a serious theology of prayer. If a man only 
thinks of God in terms of goodness detached from holiness, his prayer life will become 
sentimental nonsense. If he only thinks of God in terms of severity detached from mercy, 
his prayer life will become barren fatalism. Jeremiah teaches the balance. Pray while mercy 
is extended. Plead while there is room. Weep while the nation still has warning. But do not 
imagine that God’s goodness means He has no severity, and do not imagine that severity 
means He was never good beforehand. Both are true, and only a Bible believer can keep 
them together without wrecking one or the other. 

This also makes the doctrine intensely practical for any generation living in decline. A 
people can reach a stage where their real danger is not merely political, economic, or 
military. Their real danger is moral and spiritual. When that happens, slogans, ceremonies, 
and shallow optimism become forms of self deception. What is needed is truth. What is 
needed is genuine repentance while the door is open. What is needed is intercession in its 
proper season, before God says the matter is settled. Once He draws that line, the time for 
pretending is over. Jeremiah 7:16 stands there like a warning flare to every generation that 
thinks divine patience is the same thing as divine permission. It is not. And when patience 
is finally exhausted in a particular case, no amount of religious noise will change that. 

Conclusion 



"When God says do not pray" is one of the hardest truths in the Bible, but it is one of the 
most necessary. It destroys the fantasy that intercession is a spiritual trick for overriding 
holiness. It tears down the lie that mercy has no moral boundaries. It exposes the danger of 
repeated light rejected, warnings mocked, and religion used as camouflage for rebellion. 
Jeremiah 7:16 is not an embarrassment in the Bible. It is a revelation in the Bible. It tells you 
that God’s patience is real, His warnings are serious, His holiness is active, and His 
judgments can become fixed. A people can cross a line. A nation can come to no remedy. A 
prophet can be told to stop interceding because the sentence is settled. 

That ought to put the fear of God back into the doctrine of prayer. Intercession is glorious, 
but it is not sovereign. God is sovereign. Intercession is powerful, but it is not independent 
of righteousness. God is righteous. Intercession is one of the final mercies He allows before 
judgment falls, but once He declares the case fixed, the prophet’s duty is no longer to plead 
for reversal. It is to stand with the truth of God. Jeremiah’s greatness is not found in talking 
God out of His holiness. It is found in submitting to the terrible reality that the people had 
hardened themselves beyond remedy. That is not easy doctrine. It is true doctrine. 

And that truth should drive every living soul to urgency while there is still time. The lesson is 
not, "Do not pray." The lesson is, "Pray before God says not to." Repent before the line is 
crossed. Hear before the ear is closed. Turn while mercy still stretches out its hand. 
Because the God who says, "Come now, and let us reason together" (Isaiah 1:18) is the 
same God who can say, "I will not hear thee" (Jeremiah 7:16). Both are in the Book. Both are 
true. And only a fool reads the first without trembling at the second. 

 

 

5 of 12: The Doctrine of Intercession - The Prophet as Intercessor 

Introduction 

One of the worst caricatures ever painted of the Old Testament prophet is the idea that he 
was nothing more than a walking siren, a human alarm bell with a beard, stomping into 
town to shout doom and then disappearing into the wilderness like some kind of inspired 
storm warning. That is how shallow Bible reading works. It reduces the prophet to a 
foretelling machine, a prediction dispenser, a man whose only business was to thunder 
judgment and then move on to the next disaster. But the Book will not let you get away with 
that cheap reading. The true prophet was not merely a herald of judgment. He was often a 
man crushed by the burden of what judgment meant. He did not simply announce the 
sword. He felt the edge of it before it fell. He did not merely rebuke a nation. He carried that 
nation before God. He was not only a preacher to men. He was often a pleader before God. 



That is why prophecy and intercession are tied together so closely in Scripture. A man who 
truly has the word of the Lord is not a cold public speaker. He is a burden bearer. 

That truth becomes especially clear when you watch the prophets in the darkest seasons 
of Israel and Judah. They are not standing in a time of peace, preaching polished messages 
to spiritually healthy crowds. They are speaking into rebellion, idolatry, covenant breaking, 
false religion, corruption in high places, and national decline. In that atmosphere, the real 
prophet has to do more than denounce evil. He has to stand in the gap while the nation is 
sliding toward judgment. He has to confront kings, priests, false prophets, and hard 
hearted people in public, and then he has to bear the anguish of that confrontation in 
private before God. He has to know the holiness of the Lord well enough to speak plainly, 
and the mercy of the Lord well enough to plead. That is not a lightweight office. That is not a 
man selling hot takes to the highest bidder. That is a man carrying fire in his bones and 
tears in his eyes. 

Jeremiah 27:18 is a key text here because it cuts through all the fake prophet nonsense with 
one clean stroke. "But if they be prophets, and if the word of the LORD be with them, let 
them now make intercession to the LORD of hosts" (Jeremiah 27:18). That verse is a sword. 
It says, in effect, that if a man truly has the word, he ought to have the burden that comes 
with the word. If he is really a prophet, let him do more than posture. Let him plead. Let him 
do more than perform. Let him intercede. That is one of the clearest tests of a real man of 
God in all the Bible. A true prophet does not merely denounce evil from a safe distance. He 
feels the weight of what judgment means, and he is willing to take up the cause before the 
Lord when others will not. This essay is about that prophet. Not the fake one with religious 
vocabulary and no burden. The real one. The prophet as intercessor. 

1. The Prophet Spoke for God Because He Had Been Before God 

The first thing to understand is that the prophet’s public message was supposed to grow 
out of his private standing before God. He was not an independent religious entrepreneur 
who collected impressions and built a ministry platform. He was a man called into the 
counsel of the Lord. That is why Jeremiah 23:18 asks, "For who hath stood in the counsel of 
the LORD, and hath perceived and heard his word?" The implication is plain. The man who 
truly speaks for God is a man who has first stood before God. He is not borrowing slogans. 
He is not copying moods. He is not echoing popular religious chatter. He has been with the 
Lord, and because he has been with the Lord, he knows both the message and the burden 
that come with it. That standing before God is the root of prophetic intercession. 

This is exactly what false prophets lack. They may have tone, cadence, confidence, and a 
marketable vocabulary, but they have not stood in the counsel of the Lord. Therefore they 



do not carry the weight that belongs to His word. They can say "Peace, peace" when there is 
no peace because they have not seen the holiness that makes judgment necessary or the 
compassion that makes pleading meaningful. They are religious broadcasters, not 
burdened messengers. The real prophet is different. He has been in the place where the 
word of the Lord is heard, and when a man hears that word in truth, he does not come out 
of that encounter light, flippant, and unbroken. He comes out marked. He comes out 
burdened. He comes out speaking because he must and often praying because he cannot 
bear not to. 

That is why prophecy and intercession belong together. The prophet is not simply a 
mouthpiece. He is a man who has stood between God and the people in two directions. He 
comes from God to men with the message, and he goes from men to God with the burden. 
That dual movement is one of the great features of the prophetic office. He is publicly 
confronting sin because he knows God’s mind about it, and he is privately wrestling before 
God because he knows what that sin is going to cost the people if judgment falls. So the 
true prophet is not merely a preacher of doom or a foretelling machine. He is a man who 
has been ruined for lightness by exposure to divine truth, and that exposure makes him 
both bold before men and burdened before God. 

2. Jeremiah 27:18 Exposes the Difference Between Real Prophets and Religious Actors 

Jeremiah 27:18 ought to be branded into the memory of every Bible reader. "But if they be 
prophets, and if the word of the LORD be with them, let them now make intercession to the 
LORD of hosts" (Jeremiah 27:18). Jeremiah is dealing with men who claimed prophetic 
authority, but the nation was staring down the barrel of Babylonian judgment. The vessels 
of the house of the Lord had been threatened, and the false prophets were talking big. 
Jeremiah, under divine truth, throws down the challenge. If these men are really prophets, 
then let them do the work that proves it. Let them make intercession. In other words, let 
them stop selling religious confidence and start bearing a real burden before God. That 
verse is not merely a line in an argument. It is a diagnostic test. 

The force of the verse is tremendous. Jeremiah does not say that a real prophet is proven by 
charisma, dramatic speech, popular support, or public influence. He ties true prophecy to 
the presence of the word of the Lord and the act of intercession. That means a genuine 
prophet is not just a man who says things. He is a man who carries things. He carries the 
word in his mouth and the burden in his soul. He not only rebukes. He pleads. He not only 
warns. He wrestles. He not only sees judgment coming. He goes before God concerning it. 
That is what separates a heaven sent messenger from a religious actor with a microphone 
and a following. 



That verse also reveals a moral dimension in the prophetic office that many readers miss. A 
prophet was not merely there to pronounce what would happen. He was there to take God 
seriously enough that what would happen became weight on him. If he truly knew that the 
vessels of the Lord’s house, the people, the city, and the nation were in peril, then he ought 
to intercede. That is what real men of God do. They do not simply explain destruction like it 
is an interesting historical trend. They feel it. They know those are real people under real 
danger from a real God. So Jeremiah 27:18 shows that a prophet without intercession is a 
contradiction in terms. If the word of the Lord is truly with him, the burden of the Lord will 
be with him too. 

3. The Prophetic Office Included Public Courage and Private Agony 

A prophet had to do something very few men ever do well. He had to stand with public 
courage while carrying private agony. He had to speak plainly in the gate, in the court, 
before kings, before priests, before false prophets, and before people who wanted his 
head. But then he had to turn around and carry the grief of that message into the presence 
of God. That is one reason true prophets are so rare. Plenty of men can speak hard words 
when anger is fueling them. Plenty of men can cry when emotion is fueling them. But to 
speak with truth and then weep with burden, to confront sin in public and then wrestle with 
God in private over the consequences of that sin, that takes a man whom God has touched 
deeply. 

Jeremiah is perhaps the clearest example of this in Scripture. Publicly he says hard things 
that nobody wants to hear. He tells Judah that trusting in the temple while living in rebellion 
is a lie. He says judgment is coming. He warns of Babylon. He tells them the wound is real, 
the corruption is real, the false prophets are liars, and the people have provoked God. But 
privately and inwardly, he is torn up. "Oh that my head were waters, and mine eyes a 
fountain of tears" (Jeremiah 9:1). That is not a contradiction of his boldness. It is the proof 
of its purity. He does not enjoy the idea of judgment like some bitter religious crank who 
gets excited every time he can say "I told you so." Jeremiah is broken because he knows 
what judgment means. 

That combination is vital. A man who denounces evil without agony can become harsh in 
the flesh. A man who has agony without denunciation can become soft and compromising. 
The prophet had to carry both. He had to be clear enough to name the sin and tender 
enough to feel the disaster it would bring. That is why the prophetic office is so closely tied 
to intercession. The same heart that receives the word of the Lord and must speak it is the 
heart that feels the weight of its fulfillment and therefore goes before God about it. The 
public courage of the prophet and the private burden of the prophet are not two different 
callings. They are two sides of the same calling. 



4. Moses, Samuel, and Elijah Show the Prophetic Pattern of Intercession 

Although this essay centers heavily on the writing prophets, the broader Old Testament 
pattern shows that the prophetic burden and the intercessory burden are frequently joined 
in major men of God. Moses is a towering example. He speaks God’s words to Pharaoh, to 
Israel, to Aaron, to the elders, and to the whole camp. He is a lawgiver and a prophet. But 
he is also an intercessor. When Israel worships the golden calf and the Lord says, "Now 
therefore let me alone, that my wrath may wax hot against them" (Exodus 32:10), Moses 
does not simply deliver messages. He pleads. "And Moses besought the LORD his God" 
(Exodus 32:11). Later he says, "Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin" (Exodus 32:32). There 
is the prophet carrying the people before God. 

Samuel is another great example. He was judge, prophet, and spiritual leader in Israel, but 
when the people feared the Philistines, they said unto him, "Cease not to cry unto the 
LORD our God for us" (1 Samuel 7:8). The people knew Samuel was not just a speaker. He 
was a man who could go before God on their behalf. The Bible says, "Samuel cried unto the 
LORD for Israel; and the LORD heard him" (1 Samuel 7:9). That is the prophetic office 
functioning in intercessory form. Then later Samuel says, "God forbid that I should sin 
against the LORD in ceasing to pray for you" (1 Samuel 12:23). That is a stunning statement. 
He treats the cessation of intercession as sin. Why. Because a true man of God does not 
simply preach to the people and then wash his hands of them. He teaches them and prays 
for them. 

Even Elijah, who is often remembered as the fire prophet, the showdown prophet, the man 
on Carmel calling down judgment, is deeply intercessory in his role. James says, "Elias was 
a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly" (James 5:17). Romans 
11:2 speaks of how he "maketh intercession to God against Israel." There is the complexity 
of the office. Intercession is not always pleading in favor of the people in the simplistic way 
modern readers assume. Sometimes it includes carrying the case of their guilt before God 
with full recognition of their rebellion. But the point remains. The great prophetic figures are 
not detached announcers. They are men dealing with God over the people. That is the 
pattern. Moses, Samuel, Elijah, Jeremiah, and the others all stand in this line. The prophet 
is a public messenger and a private intercessor. 

5. The Real Prophet Felt the Weight of Judgment Before Others Did 

One of the marks of a real prophet is that he felt the weight of judgment before the crowd 
ever took it seriously. The nation could still be buying, selling, building, feasting, worshiping 
falsely, and acting as if all was normal, but the prophet had already seen enough from God 
to know the normal world around him was standing over a trapdoor. That made him a 



burden bearer. He could not be at ease because the things that terrified heaven had begun 
to trouble him. Jeremiah knew this burden well. He says, "For the hurt of the daughter of my 
people am I hurt; I am black; astonishment hath taken hold on me" (Jeremiah 8:21). That is 
not a detached commentator speaking. That is a prophet entering the wound of the people 
in his own soul. 

The false prophets did not operate that way. They healed the hurt of the daughter of God’s 
people "slightly, saying, Peace, peace; when there is no peace" (Jeremiah 6:14). They did 
not carry the burden. They covered it. They did not expose the corruption. They padded it. 
They did not feel the storm. They talked over it. That is why the real prophet stands out so 
sharply. He is not a man with a polished answer for every situation. He is a man whose soul 
has been impressed by divine reality. He knows what sin means because he knows what 
God is like. He knows what judgment means because he knows holiness is not an empty 
word. Therefore he feels the weight before the people do, and that feeling drives him to 
both speak and intercede. 

This is one reason intercession belongs so naturally to the prophetic office. The prophet 
sees what the careless do not see. He hears what the distracted do not hear. He feels what 
the numb do not feel. And because he does, he cannot merely preach and then go home 
untroubled. If he is genuine, the revelation given to him creates a burden in him. He stands 
before the Lord for a people who may not deserve mercy precisely because he understands 
better than they do what the loss of mercy will mean. That is why a real man of God is not 
only willing to expose evil but also willing to carry the terrible emotional and spiritual weight 
of that exposure before the Lord. He knows judgment is not a sermon illustration. It is 
catastrophe. 

6. The Prophet Wrestled With God in Private Over What He Proclaimed in Public 

There is something deeply searching about the private life of a true prophet. His public 
words may sound sharp, direct, fearless, and even devastating, but behind that public 
confrontation there is often private wrestling before God. He is not delivering information 
as a detached official. He is carrying a burden. He must go into the closet of communion 
with the same truths he has thundered in the street. That is why Jeremiah contains so many 
of what are often called his confessions or lament-like outpourings. He is not just 
pronouncing doom. He is struggling under the burden of being the man chosen to 
pronounce it. That inward wrestling is one of the clearest signs that the prophetic office 
included intercessory pain. 

Look at Jeremiah 14. The land is suffering because of sin, and the prophet says, "We 
acknowledge, O LORD, our wickedness, and the iniquity of our fathers: for we have sinned 



against thee" (Jeremiah 14:20). Notice the language. He says "we." He identifies with the 
people. He is not above them in self righteousness. He knows he is speaking truth to them, 
but he also knows he is part of the covenant nation under judgment. Then he pleads, "Do 
not abhor us, for thy name's sake, do not disgrace the throne of thy glory" (Jeremiah 14:21). 
There you have the prophet in private wrestling. He knows the people are guilty. He knows 
judgment is deserved. Yet he still pleads God’s name and God’s mercy. That is prophetic 
intercession in action. 

Of course, in that same chapter the Lord tells Jeremiah, "Pray not for this people for their 
good" (Jeremiah 14:11). That prohibition only makes the burden more intense. The prophet 
is not an emotionless conveyor belt. He has to live inside the tension of warning, pleading, 
and then being told the matter is settled. That is one of the most painful aspects of the 
prophetic office. A true prophet may be forced to carry a burden that no longer has the 
outcome he longs for because the people have crossed the line into fixed judgment. Even 
then, the intercessory character of the man is not disproved. It is revealed. He is the kind of 
man who would plead if pleading were allowed because he is the kind of man who feels the 
weight of what is happening. That is a world away from the false prophet who never truly 
carried anything but his own ambition. 

7. The Prophet as Intercessor Reaches Its Highest Pattern in Christ 

All the Old Testament patterns find their fullest meaning in the Lord Jesus Christ. He is 
Prophet, Priest, and King. He speaks the words of God perfectly, and He also intercedes 
perfectly. The line of burden bearing prophets who stood before God for a rebellious people 
reaches its absolute summit in Him. He was not merely one more prophet in the chain. He 
was the Prophet like unto Moses, yet infinitely greater. He not only announced judgment on 
Jerusalem, He wept over it. "And when he was come near, he beheld the city, and wept over 
it" (Luke 19:41). There is the perfect prophetic burden. He speaks truth about coming 
desolation and simultaneously feels the grief of what that desolation means. 

He also shows the intercessory heart of the prophet in the most astonishing way at the 
cross. "Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do" (Luke 23:34). No Old 
Testament prophet could reach that height. They could plead. They could warn. They could 
weep. They could stand in the breach in shadow form. But Christ speaks as the sin bearer 
Himself. He does not merely ask for mercy in the abstract. He provides the righteous 
ground upon which mercy can be extended. That is why the line of the prophet as 
intercessor must culminate in Him. He carries the word of God without corruption and the 
burden of sinners without failure. He is the perfect union of truth and mercy, warning and 
weeping, denunciation and intercession. 



That means every real prophet before Him was a fragment pointing toward Him. Moses 
stands in the breach, but Christ is the Mediator. Samuel cries to the Lord for Israel, but 
Christ ever lives to make intercession. Jeremiah weeps over Jerusalem, but Christ weeps 
over Jerusalem with divine perfection. Elijah confronts apostasy, but Christ confronts all 
hypocrisy and then gives Himself for His enemies. So the doctrine of the prophet as 
intercessor is not just an interesting Old Testament study. It is part of the grand architecture 
of revelation leading to the Lord Jesus Christ. He is the final proof that the greatest 
messenger is not the one who merely says the hardest things, but the one who bears the 
greatest burden and gives Himself in the process. 

Conclusion 

The prophet as intercessor is one of the great forgotten truths of the Old Testament. The 
false view of the prophet turns him into a prediction machine, a public scold, or a religious 
curiosity. The Bible presents something much richer and far more searching. The real 
prophet stood in the counsel of the Lord and therefore spoke with authority, but he also 
carried the burden of the people before God and therefore lived with anguish. He 
confronted sin publicly because holiness demanded it, and he wrestled privately because 
mercy mattered. He was not merely a preacher of doom. He was often a burden bearer for 
people who did not deserve the mercy he sought on their behalf. That is what Jeremiah 
27:18 makes so plain. If a man is truly a prophet and truly has the word of the Lord, let him 
make intercession. 

That truth ought to expose a great deal of counterfeit religion in every generation. A man 
may speak with force and still not be a real man of God. He may denounce evil and still not 
have the burden of heaven on him. He may sound bold while remaining inwardly untouched 
by the weight of what he says. But the prophet of the Lord is another kind of man. He has 
moral courage because he fears God more than men. He has spiritual burden because he 
knows what judgment means. He has public clarity because truth has gripped him. He has 
private wrestling because love and holiness are both alive in his soul. He is not trying to be 
interesting. He is trying to be faithful. And faithfulness in the prophetic office includes 
intercession. 

Above all, this doctrine lifts the eyes to Christ. He is the perfect Prophet who speaks the 
Father’s words and the perfect Intercessor who pleads for His own. In Him the whole 
pattern reaches its blazing fullness. So when we study the prophet as intercessor, we are 
not merely gathering interesting details about Jeremiah, Samuel, Moses, or Elijah. We are 
watching the Spirit of God build a road toward the Son of God. And once that road is seen 
clearly, one lesson becomes unavoidable: a real man of God is not simply one who 
denounces evil. He is one who feels the terrible weight of what evil brings and is willing to 



take up the cause before the Lord when others will not. That kind of prophet is rare. He 
always has been. But when he appears, he is one of God’s greatest mercies to a people 
drifting toward judgment. 

 

 

6 of 12: The Doctrine of Intercession - No Intercessor Was Found 

Introduction 

There are some verses in the Bible that do not merely inform you. They expose you. They 
peel back the wallpaper, pull up the floorboards, and let you see the rot under the house. 
Isaiah 59:16 is one of those verses. "And he saw that there was no man, and wondered that 
there was no intercessor" (Isaiah 59:16). That is one of the most chilling statements in all of 
Scripture. God looked, and there was nobody. Not nobody religious. There were plenty of 
religious people. Not nobody active. There were plenty of people active. Not nobody 
talking. There were always plenty of people talking. But when the Lord looked for a man to 
stand up, a man to enter the breach, a man to carry the cause, a man to bear the burden, 
there was no intercessor. That is not a comment on numbers. That is a comment on 
substance. Heaven examined the scene and found an empty gap. 

That kind of verse is a direct rebuke to every age that mistakes noise for power and activity 
for spirituality. A generation can have ceremonies, choirs, sermons, programs, festivals, 
slogans, campaigns, podcasts, conferences, books, and enough organized religion to 
choke a camel, and still have no intercessor. That is the danger. Men are deeply impressed 
with outward movement. God is not. Men count heads. God weighs hearts. Men admire the 
stage. God looks for the man in the breach. Men are dazzled by what can be measured in 
public. God is searching for the one who will carry the unbearable thing before Him when 
everybody else is busy polishing appearances. Isaiah 59 is not describing a shortage of 
religion. It is describing a shortage of reality. The nation had hands, lips, feet, and tongues, 
but it did not have an intercessor. 

And that is what makes the second half of the verse so glorious. "Therefore his arm brought 
salvation unto him; and his righteousness, it sustained him" (Isaiah 59:16). When God 
found no man sufficient for the crisis, God Himself stepped in. That is the pivot that makes 
this one of the richest Christ-centered passages in the series. First you have the total 
failure of man. Then you have the intervention of God. First you have the emptiness of 
religion without burden. Then you have the power of divine salvation. First you have a world 
where the gap stands open and nobody can fill it. Then you have the arm of the Lord moving 
in holy power because what man could not do, God would do Himself. So this essay is not 



merely about a missing intercessor. It is about the collapse of human sufficiency and the 
triumph of divine intervention. It is about the awful silence of an empty breach and the 
thunder of God stepping into it Himself. 

1. God Looked and Found a Vacuum 

Isaiah 59 does not present the Lord as glancing casually over the condition of men. It 
presents Him as seeing the thing fully. "And judgment is turned away backward, and justice 
standeth afar off: for truth is fallen in the street, and equity cannot enter" (Isaiah 59:14). 
That is the setting. Judgment is displaced. Justice is distant. Truth is collapsed in public. 
Equity cannot get through the door. That is not a minor downturn. That is a moral landslide. 
It is not the kind of situation where a few motivational speeches will straighten things out. It 
is a spiritual wreck. And in the middle of that wreck God looked for somebody to stand up. 
He looked for a man. He looked for an intercessor. He looked for someone who would enter 
the gap and carry the cause. And He found a vacuum. 

That is one of the hardest things for religious people to accept. They think if enough activity 
is taking place, surely somebody somewhere must be doing the right thing. But the verse 
does not say God found many options and selected the best one. It says He saw there was 
no man, and wondered that there was no intercessor (Isaiah 59:16). The issue was not that 
the ideal candidate was unavailable that morning. The issue was that there was no 
sufficient man in view at all. That is a complete moral exposure of mankind. It means when 
the crisis reached the point where somebody truly needed to stand in the breach, the 
human race had no one to offer who could meet the need. Plenty of mouths. No 
intercessor. Plenty of motion. No burden bearer. Plenty of forms. No man. 

That is exactly how the Bible cuts across human pride. Men flatter themselves with their 
institutions, titles, robes, platforms, credentials, ceremonies, and reputations, and then a 
verse like Isaiah 59:16 drops like a hammer and shows that heaven was not impressed. 
God looked through the whole religious circus and saw that when it came down to the 
actual need, there was nobody there. No one qualified. No one sufficient. No one able to 
stand in that place and carry the crisis to its proper resolution. That is a terrifying 
indictment because it means the problem was deeper than a shortage of effort. It was a 
shortage of righteousness, burden, and capacity. 

2. Religious Activity Is Not the Same Thing as Intercession 

One of the great lessons of this verse is that religious activity and true intercession are not 
the same thing. The passage does not describe a world with no spirituality in the outward 
sense. It describes a world where sin has corrupted everything from the hands to the lips. 
"None calleth for justice, nor any pleadeth for truth" (Isaiah 59:4). "Their feet run to evil, and 



they make haste to shed innocent blood" (Isaiah 59:7). "Their webs shall not become 
garments" (Isaiah 59:6). In other words, there is movement, speech, planning, and labor, 
but it is corrupt. There is no shortage of human action. There is a shortage of godly 
substance. That is the point. Men can be busy and still be useless in the sight of God. 

This is one of the greatest delusions in any age of declension. Religious men mistake 
momentum for spiritual power. If the machine is running, they assume the Spirit must be 
moving. If the calendar is full, they assume heaven must be pleased. If the crowd is large, 
they assume the work must be real. But God is not impressed by the size of the machine 
when there is nobody in the breach. He is not dazzled by movement when there is no 
burden. He is not soothed by religious chatter when truth has fallen in the street. A nation 
can be full of ceremonial religion and still be empty of true intercession. That is one reason 
spiritual collapse often happens right in the middle of outward religious life. The forms 
remain while the burden disappears. 

The great difference is this. Religious activity can be performed without heart, but 
intercession cannot. Activity can be scheduled. Burden cannot be faked for long. Activity 
can be measured on paper. Intercession is weighed in the presence of God. Activity can 
impress men. Intercession has to reach heaven. That is why Isaiah 59 is so sharp. God is 
not saying there were no crowds, no observances, no religious words, or no outward forms. 
He is saying that when He looked for the man who would stand in the gap, there was 
nobody there. That tells you everything you need to know about how little bare activity 
means when the crisis is real. 

3. The Absence of an Intercessor Reveals the Failure of Man 

The theme of this chapter is the failure of man, and Isaiah 59:16 drives a nail through the 
heart of human sufficiency. God looked for someone to rise, someone to enter the breach, 
someone to bear the matter, and there was nobody sufficient for the crisis. That is not 
merely a bad moment in Judah or Israel. It is a revelation of the human condition under sin. 
Man talks big until he is needed. Man boasts loudly until righteousness is required. Man 
loves the appearance of strength until a holy God looks for a true mediator and finds none. 
That is the story of the race. "There is none righteous, no, not one" (Romans 3:10). "There is 
none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God" (Romans 3:11). Isaiah 59 is 
not contradicting that later revelation. It is laying the groundwork for it. 

What makes this especially severe is that God did not look and find one weak but improving 
candidate. He found none. The intercessor was absent because the race itself was morally 
bankrupt. Men could produce violence, lies, webs, mischief, crooked paths, and empty 
religion, but they could not produce a true savior. They could manufacture sin by the 



truckload, but they could not manufacture one man sufficient to solve the crisis. That is 
exactly what law, prophets, history, and experience all prove. When the issue becomes 
ultimate, man fails. He can organize. He can pretend. He can decorate corruption. But he 
cannot save. 

This should cure a lot of shallow optimism. Human nature is not one revival slogan away 
from becoming adequate. It is fallen. It is broken. It is corrupt. It is morally incapable of 
producing the answer to its own deepest problem. That is why God’s search in Isaiah 59 is 
so devastating. The Lord looked over the field of human possibility and found no 
intercessor. That means the answer was never going to arise from man’s inner resources. It 
means civilization, culture, ceremony, and religious tradition were all useless at the point of 
deepest need. The failure was total. And until a man sees that, he will never truly 
appreciate why God’s own arm had to bring salvation. 

4. Plenty of Religious People, But No Burden Bearer 

This chapter exposes one of the ugliest realities in spiritual decline, which is that a time can 
be full of religious people and still empty of burden bearers. That is the spiritual emptiness 
Isaiah 59 uncovers. Men may still gather. They may still talk. They may still maintain forms 
and language. But when the Lord looks for the one willing to carry the burden of the hour 
before Him, there is no intercessor. That is one of the darkest signs of declension. It means 
religion has survived as shell while the heart has gone dead. The engine still makes noise, 
but there is no power in the drive shaft. 

The difference between a religious person and a burden bearer is enormous. A religious 
person can enjoy the atmosphere of sacred things without ever carrying the pain of sacred 
truth. He can admire sermons without being broken by the reality they describe. He can 
speak of revival without grieving over sin. He can attend worship while remaining 
untouched by the collapse around him. But a burden bearer is another creature entirely. He 
sees the condition and cannot shrug. He feels the danger and cannot laugh it off. He knows 
that truth is fallen in the street and justice stands afar off, and because he knows it, he is 
compelled to stand before God with the matter. That is what was missing in Isaiah 59. There 
were people. There was life of a sort. But there was no man in the breach. 

This is one reason God so often bypasses the impressive and works through the broken. 
The impressive man usually knows too much about appearances. He knows how to 
manage optics, maintain poise, and cultivate reputation. The burden bearer is usually 
occupied with something else. He is taken up with the reality of the case before God. He is 
not trying to be seen. He is trying to stand. And when God looked in Isaiah 59, He found 
none of that. That is a dreadful commentary on the state of things. Not because all public 



religion had vanished, but because true burden had vanished. The emptiness was not 
numerical. It was moral and spiritual. 

5. God Is Not Impressed by Noise, Numbers, or Performance 

One of the hardest truths for modern religion to swallow is that God is not impressed by 
noise. He is not impressed by the number of events, the size of the crowd, the volume of 
the singing, the polish of the presentation, or the smoothness of the public face. Men are 
suckers for performance. God is not. He looks straight through all of it and asks whether 
there is truth, righteousness, and a man willing to stand in the gap. Isaiah 59 makes that 
crystal clear. The whole scene is full of human energy, but heaven is not moved because 
the substance is gone. That ought to make every age tremble, especially one drowning in 
religious marketing. 

Look how the chapter describes the moral condition. "They conceive mischief, and bring 
forth iniquity" (Isaiah 59:4). "Their works are works of iniquity" (Isaiah 59:6). "The way of 
peace they know not" (Isaiah 59:8). "We wait for light, but behold obscurity" (Isaiah 59:9). 
That is a people active in the wrong direction and powerless in the right one. The problem is 
not lack of human productivity. It is corruption of human productivity. They are busy, but 
their busyness is crooked. They are full of motion, but their motion is evil. And right there 
God is not dazzled for a second. He is looking for an intercessor. Since none is found, all 
the rest of the movement amounts to spiritual bankruptcy. 

This ought to flatten the pride of every generation that confuses religious performance with 
divine approval. If God is looking for an intercessor and finds none, then all the glitter in the 
world cannot compensate for the vacancy. That is the terrifying thing. Outward religion can 
continue right up to the edge of collapse. In fact, it often does. Men perform hardest when 
reality is weakest because performance is what they use to cover weakness. But God is not 
buying the show. He is looking for the man. He is looking for truth. He is looking for burden. 
He is looking for one who will stand where the crisis is. If none is found, then the whole 
scene is exposed as hollow no matter how crowded it appears. 

6. When Man Fails Completely, God Himself Steps In 

Now comes the glorious pivot of Isaiah 59:16. "Therefore his arm brought salvation unto 
him; and his righteousness, it sustained him." That "therefore" is one of the most important 
turns in the passage. Because no man was found. Because there was no intercessor. 
Because the crisis could not be solved from below. Therefore God Himself acted. That is 
the answer to the total failure of man. Not that God lowered the standard. Not that He 
decided the lack of an intercessor did not matter. Not that He simply overlooked the 



problem. No. His own arm brought salvation. The divine intervention is not a substitute for 
righteousness. It is the triumph of righteousness when human resources are exhausted. 

This is one of the richest pictures in the entire Bible of grace grounded in divine action. The 
Lord did not find a man and then supplement his weakness. He found no man and 
therefore acted Himself. That means salvation in its deepest sense is not a cooperative 
project between divine help and human adequacy. It is God stepping into a field of total 
human insufficiency and doing what no one below could do. That is exactly the note Paul 
later strikes when he says, "For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died 
for the ungodly" (Romans 5:6). Without strength. That is Isaiah 59 language. No intercessor 
found. Therefore His arm brought salvation. 

And do not miss the next phrase. "His righteousness, it sustained him" (Isaiah 59:16). God’s 
intervention is not sentimental. It is righteous. He does not save by sacrificing holiness. He 
saves in perfect righteousness. That is why this verse opens so beautifully toward Christ. 
The arm of the Lord bringing salvation is not the Lord abandoning justice. It is the Lord 
fulfilling justice in the only way possible when man has failed completely. What no prophet, 
priest, king, or religious system could produce, God Himself would bring in righteous 
power. That is the hope of the passage. Human emptiness becomes the backdrop for divine 
sufficiency. 

7. The Arm of the Lord Leads Straight to Christ 

Once Isaiah 59:16 turns toward God’s own arm bringing salvation, the whole passage starts 
to burn with Christ-centered light. Isaiah has already prepared you for that elsewhere. 
"Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed?" (Isaiah 
53:1). Then in that same chapter the suffering Servant is described as the One who "bare 
the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors" (Isaiah 53:12). That is no 
accident. In Isaiah 59 no intercessor is found among men, so the Lord’s own arm steps in. 
In Isaiah 53 that saving intervention takes flesh and blood in the Servant who suffers, bears 
sin, and makes intercession. The bridge between the two chapters is not artificial. It is the 
very logic of redemption. 

Christ is the answer to the terrible vacancy in Isaiah 59:16. God looked and found no man 
sufficient for the crisis. In the incarnation, God provides the Man. Not merely another son 
of Adam floundering in the same fallen stream, but the God-man, righteous, holy, 
undefiled, and fitted perfectly to stand where no other could stand. He is not merely an 
intercessor in the general sense. He is the Intercessor. He is the One mediator between 
God and men (1 Timothy 2:5). He is the One who not only enters the breach but becomes 
the bridge. He not only pleads the cause but bears the sin. He not only asks for mercy but 



establishes the righteous ground upon which mercy can flow. That is why Isaiah 59 is such 
a rich Christ-centered text. It begins with the total failure of man and ends by preparing the 
way for the total sufficiency of Christ. 

This is also why no amount of religious activity can ever replace Him. When God looked 
and found no intercessor, He was condemning forever the idea that fallen humanity could 
eventually produce its own redeemer out of enough effort, sincerity, and organization. No. 
The answer had to come from God. The arm of the Lord had to act. And that action reaches 
its glorious climax in Jesus Christ, crucified, risen, and seated at the right hand of God, 
where He "also maketh intercession for us" (Romans 8:34). The empty gap of Isaiah 59 
finds its answer in the living Christ. The silence of human failure finds its answer in the 
voice of the Son before the Father. That is the glory of the verse. 

Conclusion 

"No intercessor was found" is one of the most devastating diagnoses in the Bible. It reveals 
the failure of man, the emptiness of outward religion, and the complete inability of the 
human race to produce its own answer to the deepest spiritual crisis. God looked, and 
there was no man. Not because there were no bodies around. Not because there were no 
institutions in motion. Not because there were no religious words being spoken. But 
because when heaven searched for the one willing and able to stand in the breach, there 
was nobody sufficient. That is the real bankruptcy of man. He can be noisy without being 
useful, active without being righteous, religious without being real. 

That truth should destroy forever the illusion that God is impressed by mere numbers, 
performance, or public movement. He is not. He looks for truth in the inward parts. He 
looks for righteousness. He looks for burden. He looks for the intercessor. And when none 
is found, all the machinery of religion is exposed as hollow. That is what Isaiah 59 does so 
powerfully. It does not flatter the age. It strips it. It does not admire the forms. It judges 
them. It does not congratulate activity. It asks whether there is a man in the breach. And if 
there is not, the age stands condemned no matter how polished it appears. 

But then comes the glory. "Therefore his arm brought salvation unto him; and his 
righteousness, it sustained him" (Isaiah 59:16). When man failed completely, God Himself 
stepped in. That is the heart of the gospel. The answer to the missing intercessor was not a 
better committee, a bigger conference, or a fresh wave of religious activity. The answer was 
divine intervention. The answer was the arm of the Lord. The answer was Christ. So this 
chapter leaves us in exactly the right place. Humbled by the total failure of man and 
dazzled by the total sufficiency of God. No intercessor was found among men, so God 



provided one from Himself. And blessed be His name, He did not merely find a man. He 
became the answer. 

 

 

7 of 12: The Doctrine of Intercession - Intercession Against the Guilty 

Introduction 

A lot of religious people have wrecked the doctrine of intercession by pouring syrup over it 
until it sounds like little more than sanctified sentiment. To hear them talk, intercession is 
always soft, always soothing, always tearful in the same direction, and always shaped like 
a gentle plea that refuses to say anything sharp about the guilt of the people involved. But 
the Bible will not let you handle the doctrine that way. The Holy Ghost has a way of 
dropping one verse into the middle of your sentimental fog and blowing the whole thing 
apart. Romans 11:2 is one of those verses. Paul writes, "Wot ye not what the scripture saith 
of Elias? how he maketh intercession to God against Israel" (Romans 11:2). There is the 
phrase that upsets the whole modern prayer meeting mood. Elijah is not here making 
intercession for Israel in the syrupy sense people expect. He is making intercession 
"against Israel." That means the doctrine has a side to it most church people never even 
think about. Intercession is not always pleading in favor of the guilty while pretending the 
charges are exaggerated. Sometimes intercession includes bringing the matter before God 
in full recognition that the charges are true. 

That ought to sober anybody who wants to take the Bible seriously. The Lord is not training 
His people to become emotional performers who think a little broken tone in the voice 
automatically equals spiritual depth. The Lord is training His people to think and feel in line 
with truth. If a people are guilty, then real intercession will never require a man to lie to God 
about that guilt. If a nation has broken covenant, slain prophets, torn down altars, and sold 
itself to rebellion, then an intercessor does not become spiritual by pretending everything 
is not so bad. Real intercession is governed by holiness, not sentiment. It is governed by 
truth, not atmosphere. It is governed by righteousness, not public emotional effect. That is 
why Elijah is such an important figure in this study. He keeps the whole doctrine from 
becoming weak, one-sided, and manipulated by modern religious softness. He shows that 
a man may stand before God with a burden that includes exposing sin, acknowledging 
rebellion, and refusing to whitewash the charges. 

That does not mean Elijah is bitter in the flesh or vindictive in some petty personal way. It 
means he is aligned with the moral reality of the situation. He is not inventing a case 
against Israel. He is reporting one. He is not trying to manipulate God into wrath. He is 



speaking before God concerning a people who have done exactly what he says they have 
done. In 1 Kings 19:10 Elijah says, "The children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, 
thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword" (1 Kings 19:10). That is not 
slander. That is not exaggeration. That is the true bill of indictment. So this essay is 
necessary because if you do not grasp this side of intercession, you will turn the whole 
doctrine into religious mush. You will mistake sympathy for holiness, tears for truth, and 
emotional display for actual burden. The Bible will not allow that confusion. Intercession 
can plead for mercy, yes. But it can also stand before God and say plainly that the people 
are guilty, the rebellion is real, and the charges are not to be softened for the sake of 
appearances. 

1. The Verse That Shatters Sentimental Religion 

Romans 11:2 is a verse that ought to be read out loud in every church that has turned 
prayer into a theatrical display of soft emotions detached from moral reality. Paul says, 
"God hath not cast away his people which he foreknew. Wot ye not what the scripture saith 
of Elias? how he maketh intercession to God against Israel" (Romans 11:2). The startling 
phrase is right there. "Against Israel." Not merely with sorrow over Israel. Not merely on 
behalf of Israel in the way most people would prefer. "Against Israel." That does not mean 
Elijah hated Israel in the flesh. It means his intercession was not automatically favorable 
toward the nation’s behavior. His intercession included God’s side of the case. It included 
the truth about their guilt. It included a moral indictment. That alone should cure the 
childish notion that all intercession is just a warm spiritual blanket laid over the guilty while 
nobody dares mention the smell of their rebellion. 

That phrase also tells you something about the seriousness of intercession. Intercession is 
not flattery before heaven. It is not a pious attempt to sweet-talk God. It is a bringing of the 
matter before Him. And if the matter is guilty, then the intercession may take the form of 
agreeing with heaven’s indictment rather than softening it. That is one reason the doctrine 
is so much weightier than modern religion imagines. It is not simply emotion directed 
upward. It is moral reality carried into the presence of God. Elijah is not on Mount Carmel 
one day and then suddenly turned into a spiritual gossip on the next page. He has watched 
covenant-breaking, idolatry, bloodshed, and apostasy consume the nation. When he 
speaks before God, he speaks in the light of those facts. 

A lot of people do not like that because they have been trained to think the kindest thing 
you can do is avoid saying what is true if the truth sounds severe. The Bible knows nothing 
of that counterfeit compassion. Scripture says, "Open rebuke is better than secret love" 
(Proverbs 27:5). It says, "He that justifieth the wicked, and he that condemneth the just, 
even they both are abomination to the LORD" (Proverbs 17:15). If that is true, then a 



doctrine of intercession that refuses to reckon honestly with guilt is not merciful. It is 
corrupt. Romans 11:2 is therefore a necessary sword stroke in this series. It cuts through 
sentimental religion and reminds us that intercession must be shaped by the truth of God, 
not by the emotional preferences of the modern church crowd. 

2. Elijah’s Intercession Was Not Slander but an Accurate Indictment 

When Paul speaks of Elijah making intercession against Israel, he is pointing you back to 
the historical record in 1 Kings 19. Elijah says, "I have been very jealous for the LORD God of 
hosts: for the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and 
slain thy prophets with the sword" (1 Kings 19:10). Later he repeats it almost word for word 
in 1 Kings 19:14. Now the important thing to see is that Elijah is not inventing these charges 
out of personal frustration. He is not nursing private grievances and dressing them up in 
prophetic language. The nation had indeed forsaken the covenant. The altars had indeed 
been thrown down. The prophets had indeed been slain. What he says is true. So his 
intercession against Israel is not malicious. It is accurate. It is a faithful presentation of the 
moral case. 

That is one of the great differences between righteous intercession and fleshly accusation. 
Fleshly accusation exaggerates, distorts, and personalizes. Righteous intercession tells the 
truth before God about the actual condition of the people. Elijah had just come through 
Carmel, where the issue had been made brutally plain. "How long halt ye between two 
opinions?" he asked. "If the LORD be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him" (1 Kings 
18:21). The people had wavered, the prophets of Baal had corrupted the nation, and 
Jezebel’s murderous spirit had infected the whole scene. Elijah’s words in chapter 19 are 
not the voice of a man imagining evil where none exists. They are the voice of a man who 
has seen the evil clearly and refuses to speak about it in softened language. 

That matters because there is a world of difference between whitewashing charges and 
presenting them truthfully. A holy intercessor does not become spiritual by pretending sin 
is less evil than it is. He becomes spiritual by judging it according to the measure of God’s 
truth. Elijah’s intercession was therefore governed by facts, not by mood. "The children of 
Israel have forsaken thy covenant" (1 Kings 19:10). That is a covenant fact. "Thrown down 
thine altars" (1 Kings 19:10). That is a public fact. "Slain thy prophets with the sword" (1 
Kings 19:10). That is a bloody fact. Elijah is not trying to color the case. He is declaring the 
case. And because he is declaring it before God, his intercession becomes a model of how 
holiness refuses to lie even when emotion would rather smooth the edges. 

3. Real Intercession Is Governed by Holiness, Not Mere Sympathy 



There is a kind of sympathy that is utterly useless in spiritual matters because it is not 
governed by holiness. It feels bad for consequences but feels very little about causes. It 
weeps over pain but refuses to name sin. It wants relief for the guilty without reckoning with 
the reason they are under the pressure in the first place. That is not Bible compassion. That 
is sentimental weakness. Real intercession is governed by holiness. That means it feels 
deeply, but it feels in the right direction. It grieves over what sin has done because it first 
recognizes what sin is in the sight of God. That is why Elijah could stand before the Lord and 
speak against Israel. He was not less loving because he spoke in line with holiness. He was 
more truthful. 

Psalm 97:10 says, "Ye that love the LORD, hate evil." That verse never gets quoted by people 
who think love means endless softness. But it is in the Book. If a man loves the Lord, he will 
hate what destroys the people, defiles the worship, murders the prophets, and mocks the 
covenant. Elijah’s intercession reflects that hatred of evil. He is not indulging a personal 
vendetta. He is reacting to national apostasy as a man jealous for the Lord God of hosts. He 
says exactly that: "I have been very jealous for the LORD God of hosts" (1 Kings 19:10). That 
jealousy is not the carnal jealousy of petty rivalry. It is the holy zeal that cannot look at 
covenant betrayal and shrug its shoulders. 

This is where the doctrine needs to be rescued from modern manipulation. A great many 
people have learned how to produce religious emotion on demand, but they have never 
learned how to feel in submission to holiness. So they cry easily and judge poorly. They 
speak softly and think falsely. They call that compassion, but it is not. Real intercession is 
never merely the overflow of natural sympathy. It is a holy burden shaped by truth. That 
means it may plead for mercy, but it will not deny the guilt. It may long for restoration, but it 
will not redefine rebellion to make restoration easier to talk about. Holiness governs the 
intercessor. If it does not, then the prayer may be emotional, but it is not biblical. 

4. Intercession Can Include Exposing Sin Instead of Excusing It 

One of the strongest correctives Elijah gives to the doctrine is that intercession can include 
exposing sin rather than excusing it. Many modern Christians have been trained to think 
that to pray for somebody is automatically to speak of them in the mildest possible terms 
and to avoid naming the exact nature of their rebellion. But Elijah’s example shows the 
opposite. His intercession includes direct exposure of Israel’s guilt. "They have forsaken thy 
covenant" (1 Kings 19:10). "Thrown down thine altars" (1 Kings 19:10). "Slain thy prophets 
with the sword" (1 Kings 19:10). He is not approaching God with vague language. He is not 
saying, in effect, "Lord, things have been a little difficult lately." He brings the sin out into 
the open because that is what holiness requires. 



This is not unlike what you find in other parts of Scripture when godly men confess or 
acknowledge national sin. Daniel says, "We have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and 
have done wickedly, and have rebelled" (Daniel 9:5). Nehemiah says, "Both I and my 
father's house have sinned" (Nehemiah 1:6). Ezra says, "our iniquities are increased over 
our head, and our trespass is grown up unto the heavens" (Ezra 9:6). Those prayers are not 
whitewashed. They do not dilute the crime for the sake of sounding tender. They name the 
iniquity. They expose the trespass. They bring the rebellion into the light. That is not 
contrary to intercession. In many cases, it is intercession in one of its truest forms. 

This helps us understand that intercession is not fundamentally about tone. It is about 
truth before God. A man may speak very softly and still lie through his teeth in prayer if he 
refuses to acknowledge the real issue. Another man may speak with sharpness and still be 
profoundly biblical because he is naming the thing according to God’s judgment. Elijah 
belongs in the latter category. His intercession is not polished for public comfort. It is 
aligned with heaven’s moral accounting. That is why it matters so much. It tells us that one 
of the holiest things an intercessor can do is refuse to excuse what God condemns. 
Sometimes standing in the gap means carrying the ugly truth of the case into the presence 
of God without cosmetics. 

5. The Sentimental Corruption of Modern “Intercession” 

If there is one corruption that needs to be exposed in this chapter, it is the sentimental 
corruption that has taken over large chunks of what passes for intercession today. In many 
circles, intercession has become a performance of soft vocabulary, low tones, trembling 
phrases, and carefully managed emotional atmosphere. But all that atmosphere often 
serves one ugly purpose: it keeps anybody from saying plainly what the real problem is. 
People can spend forty-five minutes in public emotion and never once tell the truth about 
the sin that brought the burden in the first place. That is not biblical intercession. That is 
emotional camouflage. It gives the impression of burden without the backbone of holiness. 

The Bible never treats truth and compassion as enemies. What it opposes is false 
compassion. Proverbs 28:13 says, "He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso 
confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy." Notice that mercy is tied to confession 
and forsaking, not to emotional vagueness. A man who hides sin under a blanket of 
religious sentiment is not merciful. He is obstructing the path to mercy. Elijah’s 
intercession stands like a rebuke to that entire system. He does not cover Israel’s sins in 
the sinful sense. He exposes them. He does not make the nation sound basically healthy 
with a few emotional bruises. He describes it as covenant-breaking, altar-destroying, 
prophet-killing rebellion. That is truth. And only truth can serve mercy in the long run. 



This is why so much so-called intercession today leaves people unchanged. It is not 
governed by righteousness and truth. It is governed by the need to preserve feelings, 
appearances, and the public image of compassion. But the Bible says, "Faithful are the 
wounds of a friend" (Proverbs 27:6). Elijah wounds by telling the truth before God, because 
that truth is what the situation actually is. The modern sentimentalist thinks he is kinder 
because he refuses to speak that way. In reality, he is often just weaker. He cannot endure 
the moral sharpness of holiness, so he replaces it with emotional haze. Elijah will not do 
that, and the doctrine of intercession is much stronger because he would not. 

6. Elijah Keeps the Doctrine from Becoming Weak and One-Sided 

Every doctrine has to be protected from distortion, and Elijah is one of the men God uses to 
keep the doctrine of intercession from becoming weak and one-sided. If all you saw were 
verses about Christ interceding for transgressors or the Spirit making intercession for the 
saints, and if you read those without the balance of holiness, you might conclude that 
intercession always moves in one direction only. You might think it always means shielding, 
softening, or pleading in favor of the guilty without ever fully acknowledging the justice of 
the charges. Elijah blows that imbalance apart. His case proves that intercession may 
include alignment with God’s indictment. It may involve bringing the truth of rebellion 
before heaven rather than putting emotional padding around it. 

That balance is crucial because doctrine without balance becomes error wearing a Bible 
verse. The same Bible that says Christ "made intercession for the transgressors" (Isaiah 
53:12) also says Elijah "maketh intercession to God against Israel" (Romans 11:2). Both are 
true. Both belong in the same Book. Both tell you something vital about intercession. One 
shows mercy grounded in sacrifice. The other shows holiness refusing to whitewash guilt. 
Take either side away and you deform the doctrine. If you only keep the merciful side, you 
may slide into sentimental falsehood. If you only keep the severe side, you may turn into a 
hard legal spirit. The whole counsel of God holds both together. Elijah therefore serves as a 
balancing prophet in this series. He forces us to let holiness speak where modern emotion 
would rather keep it silent. 

He also reminds us that the issue is not whether the intercessor feels deeply. Elijah 
certainly does. The issue is what governs the feeling. Does the burden flow from truth, or 
does the feeling suppress truth. Elijah’s burden flows from truth. He is not cold. He is not 
detached. He is not merely irritated. He is jealous for the Lord God of hosts. He has 
watched the covenant trampled, the altars torn down, and the prophets slain. His 
intercession is therefore morally shaped by what God values. That is exactly what keeps the 
doctrine strong. The intercessor is not a slave to raw sympathy. He is a servant of holiness. 



And that holiness tells the truth about the guilty even while standing before God concerning 
them. 

7. Christ Himself Never Interceded by Denying the Charges 

To finish this chapter rightly, you have to look at Christ, because even the merciful side of 
intercession in Him never denies the charges against sinners. He is the perfect Intercessor, 
but He does not save by pretending men are less guilty than they are. He saves by bearing 
the full truth of their guilt in His own body on the tree. "Who his own self bare our sins in his 
own body on the tree" (1 Peter 2:24). That means the cross is the greatest proof that mercy 
does not require the suppression of righteousness. It requires its fulfillment. Christ 
intercedes for the transgressors, yes, but He does so as the One who fully acknowledges 
what transgression deserves. His blood does not whitewash the crime. It answers it. 

That is why even in the New Testament, where grace shines so brightly, there is never any 
sentimental corruption in the Lord’s dealings with sin. He can say to the woman taken in 
adultery, "Neither do I condemn thee" and in the same breath say, "go, and sin no more" 
(John 8:11). He can pray, "Father, forgive them" (Luke 23:34), and still go to the cross 
precisely because their guilt is real and must be addressed. He can save Peter after denial, 
but not by pretending Peter did not deny Him. He can restore the failing, the broken, and 
the guilty, but He never does it by lying about the moral nature of their offense. That is the 
perfection toward which Elijah’s harder side points. Holiness and mercy meet in Christ 
without either one being weakened. 

So even here Elijah serves us by making us read Christ more accurately. Christ is not soft in 
the modern sentimental sense. He is merciful in holy truth. He can save to the uttermost 
because He faced the full case against us. Therefore the doctrine of intercession reaches 
its richest form when both sides are held together. Elijah teaches us that intercession can 
agree with God’s indictment. Christ teaches us that intercession can secure mercy without 
compromising that indictment. Put together, they keep the doctrine strong, balanced, and 
gloriously biblical. Without Elijah, some would turn intercession into emotional indulgence. 
Without Christ, others would turn it into mere accusation. The Bible gives both, and the 
result is truth filled with holiness and mercy. 

Conclusion 

Intercession against the guilty is one of the most surprising and necessary sides of this 
doctrine. Romans 11:2 refuses to let us pretend otherwise. Elijah "maketh intercession to 
God against Israel" because Israel’s rebellion was real, public, and bloody. They had 
forsaken the covenant, thrown down the altars, and slain the prophets with the sword (1 
Kings 19:10). Elijah does not become unspiritual by saying so. He becomes biblical. He 



shows that real intercession is not always pleading in favor of people in the soft way 
modern religion imagines. Sometimes it includes bringing the case before God in full 
recognition that the people are guilty and the charges are true. 

That truth protects the whole doctrine from sentimental corruption. It reminds us that 
holiness governs intercession, not mere sympathy. It reminds us that a man may stand 
before God with a burden that includes exposing sin, acknowledging rebellion, and refusing 
to whitewash the charges. It reminds us that emotional display, however intense, is 
worthless if it is detached from truth. Elijah is therefore one of the great balancing figures in 
Scripture. He keeps the doctrine from becoming weak, one-sided, and manipulated by 
feelings. He tells us plainly that intercession must be morally serious if it is to be biblical at 
all. 

And when that side is balanced with Christ, the doctrine becomes richer still. Christ 
intercedes for sinners, but never by denying their guilt. He intercedes through sacrifice, 
righteousness, and truth. So this chapter stands where it must stand. It says to the modern 
church that intercession is not a sentimental fog machine. It is not spiritual theater. It is not 
a refusal to tell the truth because truth sounds too sharp. Intercession can plead for mercy, 
but it must always do so under the government of holiness. Elijah knew that. Paul knew 
that. Christ fulfills that perfectly. And any doctrine of intercession that forgets it will end up 
serving emotion instead of God. 

 

 

8 of 12: The Doctrine of Intercession - The Suffering Servant and the Transgressors 

Introduction 

There are mountain peaks in the Bible where all the smaller hills suddenly make sense. You 
can wander through Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, the prophets, the Psalms, the priesthood, 
the altars, the sacrifices, the prophets standing in the breach, and the burdened men 
crying out for a guilty people, and then you come to Isaiah 53 and realize the whole Book 
has been climbing toward one summit. That chapter is not merely a moving poem about 
suffering. It is one of the greatest doctrinal explosions in all of Scripture. And when you 
come down to Isaiah 53:12, the matter turns incandescent. "He bare the sin of many, and 
made intercession for the transgressors" (Isaiah 53:12). There is the center of the doctrine. 
There is the greatest Intercessor in all Scripture. There is the One toward whom every lesser 
intercessor had been leaning like a shadow stretching toward sunrise. Moses stood in the 
breach. Samuel cried to the Lord. Jeremiah wept for the people. Elijah carried the 
indictment. But none of them could do what Isaiah 53 says this Servant would do. None of 



them could bear sin. None of them could pour out their soul unto death as a 
substitutionary sacrifice. None of them could stand in the place of transgressors and 
satisfy the righteous claims of God. 

That is why Christ’s intercession can never be treated as if it were some detached heavenly 
courtesy. He is not a polite bystander in glory offering sympathetic remarks about sinners 
from a safe distance. He is not standing before the Father like a religious social worker 
trying to persuade heaven to be kinder than justice allows. He is not interceding as a mere 
observer who understands pain in a vague emotional sense. No. His intercession flows 
directly from His suffering. It rises out of blood, out of substitution, out of atonement, out of 
wrath borne, out of the cross endured, out of sin carried, out of death entered, out of 
resurrection power, and out of priestly victory. The same verse that says, "made 
intercession for the transgressors" also says, "he was numbered with the transgressors" 
and "he bare the sin of many" (Isaiah 53:12). That order matters. It means Christ’s 
intercession is not detached from Calvary. It is grounded in Calvary. He pleads for sinners 
as the One who has already stood where sinners should have stood. 

So this essay is the blazing center of the series. Here the doctrine stops being merely 
preparatory and becomes redemptive in full light. Every lesser intercessor in the Bible 
points forward to this Servant. Every burden bearer, every prophet, every priest, every man 
who stood in the gap and felt the heat of judgment without being able to remove it forever, 
all of them testify by their very limitations that a greater One must come. And He did come. 
He came not only to plead for sinners, but to die for them. Not only to stand in the breach, 
but to become the bridge. Not only to ask for mercy, but to establish the righteous ground 
upon which mercy can flow forever. The Suffering Servant and the transgressors belong 
together because He came into their place, bore their sin, answered divine justice, rose 
again, and now continues His priestly ministry in heaven. That is not a side doctrine. That is 
the heart of the gospel. 

1. Isaiah 53:12 Is the Crown of the Doctrine 

Isaiah 53:12 is not an isolated statement dropped into the chapter like a decorative 
flourish. It is the crowned conclusion of everything the passage has been building. The 
verse says, "Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil 
with the strong" (Isaiah 53:12). Why. Because He triumphed where every other man failed. 
Because He descended where no other intercessor could descend. Because He took the 
whole case of transgressors upon Himself and finished the work no son of Adam could 
finish. Then the verse explains the grounds of that exaltation. "Because he hath poured out 
his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of 
many, and made intercession for the transgressors" (Isaiah 53:12). Every phrase is loaded 



with redemptive thunder. He poured out His soul unto death. He was numbered with the 
transgressors. He bare the sin of many. He made intercession for the transgressors. That is 
not soft religious talk. That is the anatomy of substitution. 

Notice immediately that the intercession is inseparably tied to the suffering. The verse does 
not say He felt friendly toward transgressors and therefore interceded. It does not say He 
admired them from heaven and therefore mentioned them kindly before God. It says He 
poured out His soul unto death, was numbered with them, bore their sin, and made 
intercession for them. In other words, His intercession comes out of His sacrificial 
identification with the guilty. That is exactly what makes Him the greatest intercessor in 
Scripture. Moses could plead for Israel, but he could not bear Israel’s sin in the atoning 
sense. Jeremiah could weep over Judah, but he could not satisfy the claims of divine 
holiness against Judah. Samuel could cry unto the Lord, but he could not take the sword 
into his own soul. Christ does all of it. He intercedes not merely with words, but with a 
finished redemptive work. 

That is why this verse stands at the center of the whole doctrine. If you study intercession 
and never land in Isaiah 53:12, you have studied the porch and missed the house. Here the 
entire subject reaches its highest point because the intercessor is also the sacrifice. The 
burden bearer is also the sin bearer. The pleader is also the Lamb. The One standing before 
God for transgressors is the One who has entered the place of their condemnation. That is 
what no mere prophet, priest, or king could ever do. They could point. They could 
foreshadow. They could burden. They could plead. But only Christ could join intercession 
and atonement in His own Person and then be exalted because He finished the work. 

2. He Was Numbered With the Transgressors 

One of the most astounding statements in the verse is this: "he was numbered with the 
transgressors" (Isaiah 53:12). That does not mean He became a transgressor morally. God 
forbid. Scripture is explicit that He "knew no sin" (2 Corinthians 5:21), that He "did no sin" 
(1 Peter 2:22), and that in Him "is no sin" (1 John 3:5). He was spotless, holy, undefiled, 
separate from sinners in His personal character, even while He came into this world for 
sinners. So when Isaiah says He was numbered with the transgressors, the meaning is not 
corruption but identification. He entered their place judicially. He was counted in their 
company. He was treated as one standing in the slot where the guilty should have stood. 
Luke records that this prophecy was consciously fulfilled in Christ, for He said, "For I say 
unto you, that this that is written must yet be accomplished in me, And he was reckoned 
among the transgressors" (Luke 22:37). 



That is the scandal and the glory of the gospel. The sinless One took the place of the sinful. 
He was not merely near transgressors in sympathy. He was placed among them in the 
reckoning of judgment. He was crucified between thieves. He was mocked as a criminal. 
He was condemned by human courts and then, far deeper than that, He entered the place 
where divine wrath met sin in judicial reality. This is why the cross cannot be turned into a 
sentimental story about love floating in abstraction. It is legal. It is sacrificial. It is 
substitutionary. It is the innocent Son of God entering the place of the guilty under the 
judgment of God without ever ceasing to be personally righteous. That is the depth of 
"numbered with the transgressors." 

And that phrase matters enormously for the doctrine of intercession because it shows that 
Christ’s intercession is rooted in identification. He does not intercede as someone who 
stood far off from the sinner’s case. He has entered it. He has taken it up fully. He knows 
not only the fact that sinners deserve judgment, but He has gone under that judgment in 
their stead. There is a world of difference between pity from a distance and substitution by 
identification. Christ gives the latter. He was numbered with the transgressors so that 
transgressors might later be numbered with the righteous in Him. He was treated as though 
He belonged in their place so that they might be treated as though they belonged in His. 
That is why His intercession has weight no created intercessor ever possessed. He 
intercedes as the One who has stood exactly where the case required Him to stand. 

3. He Bare the Sin of Many 

The next phrase drives the matter deeper: "he bare the sin of many" (Isaiah 53:12). This is 
not mere empathy. This is not emotional companionship with human suffering. This is not 
the language of an inspiring martyr who endured injustice to teach us moral courage. This is 
bearing sin. That means guilt is being dealt with. That means the problem is not just that 
men feel bad or live in a hard world. The problem is that men are guilty before a holy God, 
and the Servant bears that guilt in the sense intended by divine justice. Earlier in the 
chapter Isaiah says, "the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all" (Isaiah 53:6). Then 
again, "for the transgression of my people was he stricken" (Isaiah 53:8). Then again, "thou 
shalt make his soul an offering for sin" (Isaiah 53:10). The chapter piles up sacrificial, 
substitutionary language until only a willfully blind man can avoid the meaning. 

This is why the atonement is the foundation of all true intercession. Christ does not 
intercede on the basis of a pleasant feeling toward sinners. He intercedes on the basis of 
blood atonement accomplished in their place. He has borne their sin. That means He has 
answered for it in a way no other intercessor ever could. A lesser intercessor could stand in 
the breach and plead that mercy be shown. Christ can stand in the breach and declare that 
the righteous basis for mercy has been established by His own sacrifice. Hebrews says, "by 



his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption 
for us" (Hebrews 9:12). There is the difference. His priestly ministry is not empty pleading. It 
is accomplished redemption presented in the presence of God. 

That is what gives the believer such assurance. If Christ merely pitied sinners, the 
conscience would still tremble. Pity does not settle guilt. Sentiment does not remove 
condemnation. But when Scripture says He "bare the sin of many" (Isaiah 53:12), now the 
issue is dealt with at the deepest level. First Peter 2:24 says, "Who his own self bare our 
sins in his own body on the tree." Not around the tree. Not near the tree. On the tree. He 
entered the place of curse. He became the sin bearer there. Therefore His intercession is 
not a weak request made in uncertainty. It is the living ministry of the One who has already 
answered the judicial problem in His own body and blood. That is why every lesser 
intercessor points toward Him. They can feel the burden of sin’s effects, but only He can 
bear sin itself in the redemptive sense. 

4. He Poured Out His Soul Unto Death 

Isaiah does not allow us to think of Christ’s intercession in vague, mystical, or merely 
emotional terms. He says, "he hath poured out his soul unto death" (Isaiah 53:12). That is 
violent language. That is sacrificial language. That is total expenditure language. He did not 
merely approach death. He poured out His soul unto it. He gave Himself over fully. He was 
not gently escorted into a symbolic death that teaches spiritual lessons. He was obedient 
"unto death, even the death of the cross" (Philippians 2:8). He entered it with full 
consciousness, full submission, full agony, and full willingness to do the Father’s will. That 
is why the cross must always remain central in the doctrine of intercession. The 
intercession of Christ rises out of the death of Christ. 

Look at the Gospels. In Gethsemane He says, "My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto 
death" (Matthew 26:38). On the cross He cries, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me?" (Matthew 27:46). Then John says, "he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost" (John 
19:30). This is not a mere religious symbol. This is the soul-pouring reality of the Son of God 
under the awful burden of sin and judgment. He is not watching the drama unfold as a 
detached participant. He is inside it. He is giving Himself in it. He is drinking the cup. He is 
entering the curse. He is bearing the shame. He is enduring the contradiction of sinners 
against Himself. And all of that becomes the foundation of the intercession Isaiah names. 

This is what keeps the doctrine from becoming thin. Christ’s intercession is not detached 
from His suffering because His suffering is what gives His intercession its redemptive force. 
He poured out His soul unto death, therefore He intercedes as One who has gone all the 
way down into the sinner’s appointed place and emerged victorious. Hebrews 2:17 says, 



"Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a 
merciful and faithful high priest." Notice how His priestly ministry is tied to His incarnate 
suffering. He is not merciful because He stayed untouched. He is merciful because He 
entered the whole bitter terrain of suffering and death and remained faithful through all of 
it. That is why sinners can trust His intercession. It is the intercession of the crucified. 

5. Christ Intercedes as the Sin Bearer, Not as a Mere Sympathizer 

There is a kind of preaching that makes Jesus sound like a very compassionate outsider 
who understands human pain and therefore speaks kindly on our behalf. That is true as far 
as it goes, but it does not go far enough. It can even become misleading if left incomplete. 
Christ is compassionate. He is touched with the feeling of our infirmities (Hebrews 4:15). 
He is merciful and faithful. He does sympathize in the fullest righteous sense. But if you 
stop there, you have not reached Isaiah 53:12. He does not intercede merely as a 
sympathizer. He intercedes as the sin bearer. That is a much deeper and more glorious 
thing. Sympathy can feel the burden. A sin bearer can answer for it. Sympathy can comfort 
the suffering. A sin bearer can justify the guilty. Sympathy can draw near emotionally. A sin 
bearer can stand under wrath and satisfy divine justice. 

That is why the New Testament always binds Christ’s present intercession to His death and 
resurrection. Romans 8:34 says, "It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is 
even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us." The order is everything. 
He died. He rose again. He is at the right hand of God. He makes intercession for us. His 
intercession is the ministry of the crucified, risen, exalted Son. Hebrews 7:25 says, "he ever 
liveth to make intercession for them." But that statement is grounded in the whole 
argument of Hebrews that He is the High Priest who offered Himself. He is not standing 
there with empty hands. He is standing there as the One who has entered "by his own 
blood" (Hebrews 9:12). 

This matters because the conscience needs more than sympathy. The conscience needs 
an answer to guilt. When Satan accuses, you do not merely need someone who 
understands how hard life is. You need someone who has answered the law, absorbed the 
condemnation, silenced the charge by blood, and risen in triumph. Christ gives you that. 
He intercedes as the One who has already met the whole case against you in His own 
Person. Therefore His intercession is effectual. It is not one opinion among many. It is the 
prevailing ministry of the victorious Lamb. That is why all true intercession in Scripture 
must finally rest here. Anything less leaves the sinner with emotion but no atonement, tears 
but no justification, sympathy but no righteousness. Christ gives the whole thing because 
He intercedes as the sin bearer. 



6. Every Lesser Intercessor Points Forward to Him 

Once Christ is seen in Isaiah 53:12, all the earlier intercessors of the Bible take their proper 
place. Moses stands in the breach for Israel after the golden calf, but he cannot bear their 
sin in the atoning sense. Samuel cries unto the Lord for the people, but he cannot become 
the sacrifice for their guilt. Jeremiah weeps over Judah and pleads under the shadow of 
Babylon, but he cannot enter death as their substitute. Aaron stands between the dead and 
the living with a censer, and the plague is stayed for the moment, but he himself is a sinner 
who must offer for his own sins first. All these men are real intercessors in their measure. 
All of them are instructive. But all of them are also insufficient by design. They are meant to 
make you feel the need for a greater One. 

You can see that by the limits written into every one of them. Moses can plead, but he 
cannot finally cleanse the people’s conscience. Samuel can pray, but he cannot establish 
eternal redemption. Jeremiah can carry a national burden, but he cannot take Judah’s 
iniquity into his own soul as a sufficient offering. The priest can stand in a ceremonial 
office, but he dies and another takes his place. The sacrifices continue because none of 
them can finish the work. The very repetition of the system shouts that completion has not 
arrived. Hebrews says the priests "were many priests, because they were not suffered to 
continue by reason of death" (Hebrews 7:23). Then it contrasts Christ, who has "an 
unchangeable priesthood" (Hebrews 7:24). That is the final intercessor every shadow was 
announcing. 

So Isaiah 53:12 is not merely another prophetic line among many. It is the answer to the 
whole accumulated longing of the Old Testament. Here is the Servant who not only speaks 
for transgressors, but is numbered with them. Not only pities them, but bears their sin. Not 
only stands near judgment, but enters death. Not only pleads, but pours out His soul. Not 
only serves for a season, but is exalted to continue His ministry forever. All the lesser 
intercessors are like signposts along the road. They matter precisely because they are 
inadequate in themselves. They train the eye to look ahead. And when Christ appears, the 
believer finally sees what the road was leading toward all along: a perfect Intercessor who 
needs no successor because He has finished the sacrifice and lives forever. 

7. His Intercession Continues Because His Sacrifice Was Accepted 

The glory of Isaiah 53:12 does not end at the cross. It reaches through the empty tomb into 
Christ’s present priestly ministry. If He had merely died, the doctrine would still be 
incomplete. But He "shall prolong his days" (Isaiah 53:10), and "the pleasure of the LORD 
shall prosper in his hand" (Isaiah 53:10). The New Testament unfolds that triumph plainly. 
Romans 8:34 says He "is risen again" and is "at the right hand of God, who also maketh 



intercession for us." Hebrews 7:25 says He is "able also to save them to the uttermost that 
come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them." So His 
intercession continues because His sacrifice was accepted, His death was victorious, and 
His priestly life is unending. That is the final proof that Calvary worked. 

The resurrection is heaven’s declaration that the sin bearer was accepted. He was 
delivered for our offences and raised again for our justification (Romans 4:25). That means 
the One who intercedes now is not one still wrestling with unfinished business. He 
intercedes from triumph, not uncertainty. He intercedes as the risen High Priest whose 
once for all sacrifice has already opened the way. Hebrews says, "Now where remission of 
these is, there is no more offering for sin" (Hebrews 10:18). Therefore His intercession is not 
the repetition of sacrifice. It is the living presentation of a completed one. He continues His 
priestly ministry not because the cross failed to finish the work, but because the finished 
work is eternally effective. 

This gives the believer immense assurance. The same Christ who poured out His soul unto 
death now ever lives to intercede. The same Christ who was numbered with transgressors 
now sits at the right hand of God. The same Christ who bore the sin of many now sustains 
the justified by His ongoing priestly presence. That means the doctrine of intercession 
reaches from the deepest humiliation to the highest exaltation without any break in the 
Person of Christ. He is the Suffering Servant. He is the risen Lord. He is the sin bearer. He is 
the High Priest. He is the Lamb that was slain. He is the One who lives forever. And because 
all of that is true, the sinner who comes to God by Him comes on grounds that cannot fail. 

Conclusion 

Isaiah 53:12 presents Jesus Christ as the greatest intercessor in all Scripture because it 
presents Him as the suffering, sin bearing, soul pouring, death entering Servant who 
intercedes from the ground of substitutionary atonement. He is not a bystander. He is not a 
religious sympathizer standing at a safe emotional distance from the sinner’s plight. He 
was numbered with the transgressors. He bare the sin of many. He poured out His soul 
unto death. Therefore He made intercession for the transgressors (Isaiah 53:12). His 
intercession is not detached from His suffering. It flows directly out of it. That is why His 
priestly ministry has a glory no lesser intercessor ever possessed. 

This chapter therefore magnifies the cross, substitution, and atonement as the foundation 
of all true intercession. Without the cross, intercession would remain burden without 
resolution. Without substitution, it would remain pleading without satisfaction. Without 
atonement, it would remain sympathy without justification. But Christ has answered the 
whole case. He has borne sin, endured judgment, satisfied righteousness, and risen in 



triumph. Now His intercession proceeds from a completed sacrifice accepted in heaven. 
That is why the conscience can rest. The One speaking for the believer is the One who has 
already settled the issue of guilt in His own blood. 

And that is why every lesser intercessor in the Bible points forward to Him. Moses, Samuel, 
Jeremiah, Aaron, and all the rest stand in the record as living witnesses that man needs an 
intercessor greater than himself. Their burden was real, but their work was partial. Their 
intercession was meaningful, but their capacity was limited. Christ alone gathers every 
thread into His own Person and completes the whole tapestry. He not only pleads for 
sinners. He dies for them. He not only bears their cause. He bears their sin. He not only 
enters the breach. He becomes the bridge. And He not only suffers once. He rises again to 
continue forever the priestly ministry purchased by His own blood. That is the Suffering 
Servant and the transgressors. That is the heart of the doctrine. 

 

 

9 of 12: The Doctrine of Intercession - The Spirit’s Groanings Within Us 

Introduction 

There are some doctrines in the Bible that shine like lightning across the whole sky because 
they do not just tell you something about God in the abstract. They tell you something 
about God at the very point where you are weakest, most confused, and most unable to 
help yourself. Romans 8:26-27 is one of those places. "Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our 
infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought" (Romans 8:26). There is a 
verse for every saint who has ever gotten down to pray and found that the burden in his 
heart was deeper than the words in his mouth. There is a verse for every believer who has 
stood in the middle of sorrow, pressure, confusion, fear, or inward conflict and discovered 
that he did not even know how to frame the right request. The Holy Ghost did not put that 
verse in the Book for decoration. He put it there because real Christians really do come to 
moments where they do not know what to pray for as they ought. 

Now that alone is enough to blow up a lot of religious nonsense. A great many people have 
been taught to think that the strongest Christian in the room is the one with the smoothest 
language, the most polished public prayer, the most dramatic tone, or the most impressive 
sounding vocabulary. But the Holy Spirit does not measure prayer that way. Romans 8 does 
not start with polished performance. It starts with infirmity. It starts with weakness. It starts 
with the believer not knowing what to pray for as he ought. That means the deepest prayer 
life in the world may not always sound impressive to a listening crowd. In fact, some of the 
holiest moments in a child of God’s life may be the ones where he can barely get words 



together at all. That is exactly where this doctrine becomes precious. The saint is not 
abandoned in those moments. The Spirit Himself helps, groans, and intercedes according 
to the will of God. 

And that is what makes this one of the strongest doctrinal and devotional passages in the 
whole series. We have seen prophets interceding, priests interceding, Christ interceding, 
and now we come to the Spirit’s groanings within us. This is inward intercession. This is not 
Christ at the right hand of God making intercession for us, though that is gloriously true in 
Romans 8:34. This is the Holy Ghost operating within the believer at a depth beyond 
ordinary speech. It is mysterious, but it is not vague. It is comforting, but it is not 
sentimental fluff. It is divine help in the place of human weakness. It is the Spirit taking hold 
with the saint under the load. It is God helping His child pray when the child does not know 
how to pray. And it is done perfectly, because "he maketh intercession for the saints 
according to the will of God" (Romans 8:27). There is no defect in that ministry. There is no 
confusion in that ministry. There is no wasted motion in that ministry. The Spirit’s groanings 
within us are one of the deepest evidences that salvation is not merely a legal transaction 
in heaven, but a living divine work operating in the very heart of the believer on earth. 

1. The Passage Begins With the Weakness of the Saint 

Romans 8:26 begins in exactly the place where human pride does not want to begin. 
"Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities" (Romans 8:26). The first word to get hold of 
there is "infirmities." The Spirit of God does not open this doctrine by flattering your 
strength. He opens it by acknowledging your weakness. That is one of the most honest 
statements in the Bible about the Christian life. A saint may be saved, sealed, justified, 
accepted in the Beloved, indwelt by the Holy Ghost, and still have infirmities. That does not 
mean moral permission to sin. It means creature weakness, frailty, limitation, and 
incapacity in the present life. The glorified body has not arrived yet. Full redemption of the 
body is still future. So while the believer is secure in Christ, he is not yet free from 
weakness in his present condition. 

That fits the whole flow of Romans 8 perfectly. Earlier in the chapter Paul says, "The Spirit 
itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God" (Romans 8:16). Then 
he moves into suffering, saying, "if so be that we suffer with him" (Romans 8:17). Then he 
speaks of the whole creation groaning and travailing in pain together until now (Romans 
8:22). Then he says, "ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we 
ourselves groan within ourselves" (Romans 8:23). So by the time you arrive at verse 26, the 
ground has already been prepared. This is a groaning chapter. Creation groans. The saint 
groans. Then the Spirit Himself is said to make intercession "with groanings which cannot 



be uttered" (Romans 8:26). The doctrine does not arise in a vacuum. It arises in a fallen 
world full of pain, weakness, longing, and unfinished redemption. 

That ought to help every believer who has ever wondered whether weakness means 
something is wrong with his salvation. No. Weakness means you are not home yet. 
Weakness means you are still in a body waiting for full redemption. Weakness means you 
live in a creation still under the curse. Weakness means you do not yet see all things put 
under Christ openly in this present world. The presence of infirmity is not proof that God 
has abandoned you. In Romans 8, it is the very place where the Spirit’s helping ministry 
becomes visible. God does not deny the saint’s infirmities. He addresses them. He does 
not shame the believer for weakness in this context. He sends divine help into it. The Spirit 
"helpeth our infirmities" because infirmities are real, and the Lord is not embarrassed by 
the reality of His people’s weakness. 

2. Infirmities Include the Trouble of Not Knowing How to Pray 

Paul gets specific very quickly. "For we know not what we should pray for as we ought" 
(Romans 8:26). That is one of the humbling lines in the New Testament. He does not say we 
always know and simply fail to do it. He says there are times when we do not know what we 
should pray for as we ought. That means the problem is not only a lack of strength. It is also 
a lack of perception. We may know there is a burden, but we do not know the proper shape 
of the request. We may know the pain is real, but we do not know what outcome would best 
serve the will of God. We may know something is wrong, but we cannot always tell whether 
the answer should be removal, endurance, deliverance, sanctification through the trial, 
exposure of hidden sin, or some other purpose known fully only to God. 

That is a blow to spiritual pride, and it is meant to be. The Christian life is not lived from a 
position of omniscience. A saint does not become all-knowing because he has the Bible 
and the Holy Spirit. He has real light, yes. He has divine truth, yes. But he is still dependent, 
still limited, still learning, still often unable to see the end from the beginning. That is why 
he does not always know what to pray for as he ought. He may pray for relief when the Lord 
intends refinement. He may pray for escape when God intends endurance. He may pray for 
a door to open when heaven, in mercy, intends to keep it shut. He may plead for the 
removal of a thorn when the Lord says, "My grace is sufficient for thee" (2 Corinthians 12:9). 
That is exactly the kind of limitation Romans 8:26 addresses. 

This makes prayer more serious, not less. It means prayer is not simply handing God a 
shopping list as though we always understand the case correctly. There are times when we 
bring Him a burden, and the burden is honest, but our understanding of the right resolution 
is incomplete. That is why the verse is so comforting. It does not say, "Since you do not 



know what to pray for, you are on your own." It says the Spirit Himself helps. That means the 
believer’s ignorance is not the end of the story. It is the beginning of a deeper dependence. 
The saint may not know what to pray for as he ought, but the Spirit does. The saint may be 
confused, but the Spirit is not. The saint may be inarticulate, but the Spirit does not 
stumble. So the very confession of not knowing becomes the door through which divine 
intercession enters the situation. 

3. The Spirit Helpeth Our Infirmities 

The language of Romans 8:26 is precious: "Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities." 
That word "helpeth" is not a light word. It does not suggest that the Spirit stands at a polite 
distance and offers moral support while the believer struggles alone under the load. The 
sense is that He takes hold with us. He comes alongside in the weakness. He bears with 
the saint in the matter. This is not divine spectatorship. It is divine assistance. It is the Holy 
Ghost entering into the believer’s weakness with active help. What a doctrine that is. The 
eternal Spirit of God dwells within the child of God and personally assists him in the very 
area where he is least able to help himself. 

That means the believer is not left to generate a successful prayer life by natural ability. He 
is not expected to manufacture spiritual adequacy out of fleshly resources. This is exactly 
where so much religious teaching goes wrong. It treats prayer like an art form to be 
mastered by human technique. Learn the right expressions. Learn the right cadence. Learn 
the right confidence. Learn the right public manner. Then, supposedly, you will become a 
mighty man of prayer. Romans 8:26 tears that nonsense to pieces. The saint’s deepest 
need in prayer is not better performance. It is divine help. The Spirit helpeth our infirmities. 
That is why the strongest prayers in heaven’s sight may occur when the flesh feels weakest 
and the words come hardest. The power is not in polished language. The power is in divine 
assistance. 

And notice that Paul says "our infirmities," not merely "your infirmities." He includes himself 
in the statement. The apostle who wrote Romans, the apostle caught up to the third 
heaven, the apostle who gave us some of the deepest doctrine in the New Testament, still 
says "we know not what we should pray for as we ought" (Romans 8:26). That ought to level 
the ground under every Christian alive. If Paul says "we," then there is no room left for the 
spiritual peacock who struts around as though he has graduated from dependence. The 
greatest saints are still helped saints. The strongest believers are still dependent believers. 
The most mature Christians do not outgrow the Spirit’s assistance. They learn to rely on it 
more deeply. That is one of the sweetest truths in the passage. 

4. The Groanings Are Deep, Real, and Beyond Ordinary Speech 



Then Paul says something that has comforted and puzzled believers for centuries: "but the 
Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered" (Romans 
8:26). Now whatever debates men may try to drag into that verse, one thing is absolutely 
clear. Paul is speaking about a depth of intercessory operation beyond ordinary spoken 
expression. These groanings "cannot be uttered." That means the Spirit’s intercession is not 
dependent on eloquence, polish, or even full verbal articulation by the saint. The burden 
can be real when the language is inadequate. The need can be tremendous when the words 
are almost absent. The heart may be loaded while the mouth is nearly empty. Yet the Spirit 
is not hindered by that limitation. He makes intercession with groanings which cannot be 
uttered. 

That fits the whole context of Romans 8 beautifully. Creation groans (Romans 8:22). 
Believers groan within themselves (Romans 8:23). Then the Spirit intercedes with groanings 
which cannot be uttered (Romans 8:26). The whole section is heavy with longing under 
present brokenness. The earth is not yet restored. The body is not yet redeemed. The curse 
has not yet been fully lifted. The saint is saved, but he still waits. He is justified, but he still 
suffers. He has the Spirit, but he still groans. And right in the middle of that incomplete 
condition, the Spirit is active in a way deeper than ordinary speech. That means there are 
moments when prayer reaches below the level of verbal skill and into the deepest 
chambers of the soul where only God can fully read what is being carried. 

This is an enormous comfort to wounded believers. Some burdens are too tangled to 
explain. Some griefs are too deep to narrate. Some pressures are so mixed with confusion, 
sorrow, fear, longing, and weakness that the child of God cannot sort them out into neat 
sentences. But the Spirit does not require polished organization before He helps. He is not 
waiting for the saint to become articulate enough to deserve assistance. He is already there 
in the weakness, making intercession with groanings which cannot be uttered. That means 
the throne of grace is not closed to the broken simply because they cannot present a 
refined speech. Heaven is not impressed by rhetoric. Heaven knows the Spirit’s work. That 
ought to make every humble believer rejoice. 

5. This Ministry Is Perfectly Aligned With the Will of God 

Romans 8:27 gives the explanation that makes the whole doctrine shine even more 
brightly: "And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because 
he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God" (Romans 8:27). There is 
the safety of the whole matter. The Spirit’s intercession is not vague, random, or uncertain. 
It is "according to the will of God." That means while the saint may not know what to pray for 
as he ought, the Spirit always does. The believer may be unsure which way the case should 



turn, but the Spirit is never unsure. His intercession is not merely fervent. It is perfectly 
aligned with the will of God. That alone ought to fill the saint with assurance. 

Notice also how intimate this is. "He that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of 
the Spirit" (Romans 8:27). The Father searches the hearts. He knows fully the inward 
condition of the saint. And He knows the mind of the Spirit. There is no miscommunication 
in the Godhead. The Spirit’s intercession is perfectly understood by the Father because it 
proceeds in total harmony with the will of God. So where the saint feels confusion, heaven 
does not experience confusion. Where the believer feels tangled inwardly, the Spirit’s 
intercession is not tangled. Where the child of God is overwhelmed, the divine operation is 
clear, ordered, and exact. The will of God is not lost in the storm of human weakness. The 
Spirit carries the matter according to that will. 

This is why effective intercession does not depend on the believer getting every detail right 
in his own understanding. If it did, none of us would stand a chance. We often misread our 
own condition, much less the providential meaning of everything around us. But the Spirit 
intercedes according to the will of God. That means divine help bridges the gap between 
our weakness and God’s perfect purpose. The saint may say, "Lord, I do not know what to 
ask here." And Romans 8 answers, "The Spirit does." That does not make prayer 
unnecessary. It makes prayer hopeful. It means that even where human understanding 
reaches its limit, divine intercession continues without error. The Spirit never asks amiss. 
The Spirit never misjudges the need. The Spirit never pleads outside the will of God. 

6. This Destroys the Religion of Performance 

One of the most practical effects of this doctrine is that it destroys the religion of 
performance. A great many people think prayer is strongest when it is most polished. They 
measure spirituality by verbal confidence, outward fluency, public expression, and 
emotional effect. But Romans 8 plants the flag somewhere else entirely. It puts the glory of 
prayer in divine help, not human show. The strongest ministry in the passage is invisible to 
the crowd. The deepest intercession in the text is not the kind that can be staged for 
applause. It is the Spirit making intercession within the saint with groanings which cannot 
be uttered. That means much of the holiest prayer life on earth may be completely hidden 
from public view. 

This is a needed rebuke in every age. There are men who can pray beautifully in public and 
still know very little about the broken dependence Romans 8 describes. There are others 
who stumble in speech, pause awkwardly, and can barely get the words out, yet know far 
more of the Spirit’s helping ministry in secret than the smooth talker ever has. The Lord is 
not fooled by performance. He knows the difference between prayer that rises from divine 



burden and prayer that is little more than spiritual acting. Christ Himself warned against 
praying "to be seen of men" (Matthew 6:5). Romans 8 takes you into the opposite realm 
entirely. Here the deepest work is done where human applause cannot even reach it. 

That should comfort the quiet saint. It should comfort the wounded saint. It should comfort 
the saint whose heart is loaded while his speech is halting. The Lord is not requiring 
theatrical excellence. He is dealing with reality. If the burden is real and the weakness is 
real, then the Spirit’s help is real. That is why effective intercession is not the property of 
naturally gifted speakers. It belongs to the children of God under the ministry of the 
indwelling Spirit. The religion of performance says, "Impress us." Romans 8 says, "Depend 
on Him." The religion of performance says, "Get the language right." Romans 8 says, "The 
Spirit helps when you do not even know what to pray for as you ought." That is a much 
deeper world. 

7. The Saint Is Never Abandoned in Prayer 

Perhaps the sweetest truth in this entire passage is simply this: the believer is never 
abandoned in prayer. There may be moments when he feels abandoned. There may be 
nights when heaven seems silent, the burden seems unmanageable, and the words seem 
useless. But Romans 8:26-27 says otherwise. "The Spirit also helpeth our infirmities" 
(Romans 8:26). "The Spirit itself maketh intercession for us" (Romans 8:26). "He maketh 
intercession for the saints according to the will of God" (Romans 8:27). That is not 
abandonment. That is indwelling divine help. The saint may feel alone, but he is not alone. 
The Spirit of God is active within him exactly where his weakness is deepest. 

This fits the whole chapter of Romans 8, which is one long shout of assurance through 
suffering. There is "no condemnation" to them which are in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:1). The 
Spirit bears witness that we are the children of God (Romans 8:16). The sufferings of this 
present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory to be revealed (Romans 8:18). 
All things work together for good to them that love God (Romans 8:28). Nothing shall 
separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 8:39). Right in 
the middle of all that assurance sits this doctrine of the Spirit’s intercession. Why. Because 
one of the places believers most need assurance is in their own weakness before God. 
They need to know that when they cannot carry the burden properly, the Spirit is not 
absent. He is helping. 

That is what makes this doctrine so both comforting and mysterious. We cannot reduce it 
to a mechanical formula. We cannot turn it into a cheap slogan. We cannot fully map the 
inward operations of the Holy Ghost within the believer. But we can rejoice in what the text 
plainly says. The Spirit helps. The Spirit intercedes. The Spirit groans. The Spirit does so 



according to the will of God. Therefore the believer, however weak, is not abandoned in the 
place of prayer. That should drive the saint not away from prayer, but toward it. Not 
because he trusts his own ability, but because he knows divine help meets him there. The 
weakness that would have driven him to despair becomes, by the grace of God, the very 
place where the Spirit’s ministry shines most clearly. 

Conclusion 

The Spirit’s groanings within us are one of the deepest comforts in the Christian life 
because they meet us exactly where we are weakest. Romans 8:26-27 does not flatter the 
saint by pretending he always knows what to pray for as he ought. It tells the truth. We have 
infirmities. We do not always know what to pray for. We groan in a world still under the 
shadow of the curse. But the Spirit Himself helps. He makes intercession for us with 
groanings which cannot be uttered (Romans 8:26). That means the believer’s weakness is 
not the end of the story. Divine help enters the weakness. The burden does not vanish, but 
it is no longer carried alone. 

This also restores prayer to its proper center. Effective intercession does not depend on 
polished language, outward performance, or human impressiveness. It depends on the 
living ministry of the indwelling Spirit. That is why the humblest believer may know depths 
of prayer the showiest religionist never touches. The Spirit is not looking for theatrical skill. 
He is helping infirmity. He is not waiting for perfect expression. He is interceding in the 
place where expression fails. And because His intercession is according to the will of God 
(Romans 8:27), the believer can rest in the fact that where his own understanding reaches 
its limit, the Spirit’s ministry does not. 

So this chapter stands as one of the sweetest jewels in the whole doctrine of intercession. 
Christ intercedes for us at the right hand of God. The Spirit intercedes within us according 
to the will of God. The Father who searches the hearts knows the mind of the Spirit. The 
saint is surrounded by divine help at every point. That is not weak religion. That is strong 
consolation. That is not sentimental fluff. That is deep doctrine for suffering people in a 
groaning creation. And it means that when the child of God falls to his knees with more 
burden than language, more longing than clarity, and more weakness than strength, heaven 
is not confused. The Spirit Himself is already at work within, helping, groaning, and 
interceding according to the perfect will of God. 

 

 

10 of 12: The Doctrine of Intercession - Christ Ever Liveth to Make Intercession 



Introduction 

There are some doctrines in the Bible that are not just important. They are breath in the 
lungs of the Christian life. They are beams in the roof. Pull them out, and half the house 
caves in. The present heavenly intercession of Jesus Christ is one of those doctrines. A man 
may know that Christ died for sins, and thank God he should know it. He may know that 
Christ rose again, and bless God he had better know that too. But if he stops there and 
never learns that the same Christ who died and rose again is now alive at the right hand of 
God making intercession for His own, he has not yet entered the full strength of New 
Testament assurance. The Bible does not present Jesus Christ as a dead hero remembered 
fondly by His followers. It presents Him as a living High Priest actively engaged in heaven for 
those who come unto God by Him. Romans 8:34 says, "Who is he that condemneth? It is 
Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who 
also maketh intercession for us" (Romans 8:34). Hebrews 7:25 says, "Wherefore he is able 
also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to 
make intercession for them" (Hebrews 7:25). There is your doctrine in blazing daylight. 

That truth lifts the whole matter of salvation out of the weak hands of man and places it in 
the nail-pierced hands of the Son of God. A great deal of religious confusion comes from 
people thinking salvation is held together by the saint’s performance after conversion. They 
talk as though the blood of Christ gets you started, but your consistency keeps the 
machinery running. That is not Bible. That is religious self-righteousness in a church suit. 
The Book teaches that the believer’s assurance rests not only on the death and 
resurrection of Christ in the past, but on the living priesthood of Christ in the present. He 
did not merely die and then step aside. He died, rose, ascended, sat down, and now 
appears in heaven for His own. That means your salvation is not being held together by your 
grip on Him, but by His unbroken ministry for you. The same One who shed His blood now 
stands in heaven as the living guarantee that all whom He redeemed shall be brought all 
the way home. 

That is why this chapter must soar. It cannot be treated like a dry doctrinal footnote buried 
in a commentary somewhere between the maps and the index. This is throne-room 
doctrine. This is resurrection doctrine. This is priesthood doctrine. This is anti-
condemnation doctrine. This is the truth that tells a weak, battered, failing saint that the 
One who loved him enough to die for him now lives forever to represent him in the presence 
of God. It tells the conscience that the case is not hanging in midair. It tells the trembling 
child of God that his salvation is anchored in a living Christ whose ministry does not 
weaken, does not sleep, does not age, does not fail, and does not end. The great question 
of Romans 8:34 is, "Who is he that condemneth?" The great answer is not your consistency. 



It is not your spiritual mood. It is not your latest victory over the flesh. It is Christ that died, 
Christ that is risen again, Christ at the right hand of God, Christ making intercession for us. 
That is the glory before us. 

1. Christ’s Intercession Is a Present Tense Ministry 

The first thing that has to be fixed in the mind is that Christ’s intercession is not merely a 
doctrine of what He once did. It is a doctrine of what He is doing now. Romans 8:34 does 
not say Christ made intercession for us in some temporary sense and then ceased. It says 
He "is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us" (Romans 8:34). 
That is present tense. Hebrews 7:25 does not say He once lived to make intercession. It 
says He "ever liveth to make intercession for them" (Hebrews 7:25). That means the 
ministry is continuous. It is active. It is ongoing. It is as present as the throne of God. The 
Lord Jesus is not retired. He is not absent in the practical sense. He is not a historical figure 
awaiting occasional mention in liturgy. He is alive and presently engaged in priestly work for 
those who belong to Him. 

That matters because a lot of people have only half a gospel in their minds. They know 
Christ died. They know Christ rose. They may even say they believe in the ascension. But 
they do not dwell on the present heavenly ministry of Christ enough for it to become 
strength in the soul. The New Testament will not allow that neglect. It keeps dragging the 
believer’s attention upward. Hebrews says, "We have such an high priest, who is set on the 
right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens" (Hebrews 8:1). John says, "if any 
man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous" (1 John 2:1). Paul 
says Christ "maketh intercession for us" (Romans 8:34). The Holy Ghost keeps saying the 
same thing in different ways because He wants the saint to know that the Savior’s work did 
not stop at the empty tomb. It moved through the empty tomb into the heavenly sanctuary. 

That present tense ministry means your relationship to God is not hanging on a past event 
only. It rests on a past event accomplished by a present Person still active. The blood was 
shed once. The sacrifice was offered once. The atonement was finished once. But the One 
who offered Himself is alive forever, and His living presence in heaven secures all the 
benefits of that finished work. That is why the doctrine is so powerful. If Christ were merely 
a memory, you would have sentiment but not security. If He were merely a past example, 
you would have inspiration but not priestly help. But because He is a present High Priest, 
you have a living Savior, a present Advocate, and an unbroken intercessor before the Father. 

2. He Is at the Right Hand of God 

Romans 8:34 says Christ "is even at the right hand of God" (Romans 8:34). That is not 
decorative language. That is royal and priestly language. The right hand is the place of 



authority, acceptance, honor, and finished victory. Psalm 110:1 says, "The LORD said unto 
my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool" (Psalm 110:1). 
The New Testament keeps returning to that reality because it is one of the strongest 
declarations of Christ’s triumph. He is not standing in uncertainty hoping His work will 
eventually be approved. He is seated at the right hand of God because His sacrifice has 
been accepted, His battle has been won, and His priestly authority is established in heaven 
itself. 

Hebrews ties that seating directly to the finality of His sacrifice. "But this man, after he had 
offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God" (Hebrews 10:12). 
Under the old covenant the priest stood daily ministering because the work was never 
finished. The blood of bulls and goats could not take away sins in the ultimate sense. The 
sacrifices repeated because they were shadows. But Christ offered one sacrifice for sins 
forever and then sat down. That seated position means the offering is complete. It means 
the priestly work of sacrifice has reached its once for all fulfillment. Yet that same seated 
Christ now intercedes. So His sitting does not mean inactivity. It means completed 
atonement joined to ongoing priestly ministry. 

That combination is glorious. He sits because redemption is accomplished. He intercedes 
because the redeemed still need a living Representative in heaven. He is not seated 
because He has stopped caring, but because the offering does not need repetition. He is 
not interceding because the cross was insufficient, but because the cross was sufficient 
and its benefits are forever secured by His living presence at God’s right hand. The right 
hand of God is therefore the place from which your assurance flows. It tells you the One 
who represents you is no defeated victim, no struggling priest, no uncertain mediator. He is 
the risen, enthroned, accepted Son of God. 

3. His Death, Resurrection, and Intercession Belong Together 

Romans 8:34 gives a magnificent sequence. "It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen 
again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us" (Romans 
8:34). Paul does not mention those truths randomly. He is laying out the whole chain of 
redemptive triumph. Christ died. Christ rose again. Christ is at the right hand of God. Christ 
makes intercession for us. That order matters. The intercession cannot be separated from 
the death and resurrection. He intercedes as the crucified and risen Christ. He does not 
plead on the basis of bare emotion. He pleads on the basis of accomplished redemption 
and victorious resurrection. 

That destroys every weak and sentimental view of the priesthood of Christ. His intercession 
is not some heavenly attempt to persuade a reluctant Father to show kindness. The Father 



Himself sent the Son. The Son obeyed unto death. The Father raised Him from the dead 
and seated Him at His right hand. Now the Son intercedes in perfect harmony with the 
Father’s will and on the basis of the work already finished. There is no tension between the 
Father and the Son that Christ has to smooth over by softening justice. Justice has already 
been satisfied at Calvary. Wrath has already been borne. The righteous claims of God have 
already been answered in the death of Christ. Therefore His intercession is the living 
continuation of that victory, not a desperate effort to make up for what His death left 
unfinished. 

That is why condemnation is so thoroughly answered in Romans 8. Paul asks, "Who is he 
that condemneth?" (Romans 8:34). Then he points not to the believer’s conduct, but to 
Christ’s death, resurrection, exaltation, and intercession. The answer to condemnation is 
not your latest spiritual report card. The answer is a Person who has already died for sin, 
risen in triumph, ascended in glory, and now appears in heaven for you. That is why the 
chapter explodes with assurance. The believer’s standing rests on a whole Christ, not on 
fragments of His work. He died. He rose. He reigns. He intercedes. Leave any part out, and 
you weaken the comfort. Take the whole sequence together, and the conscience has solid 
ground to stand on. 

4. He Is Able to Save to the Uttermost 

Hebrews 7:25 is one of the strongest salvation verses in the New Testament. "Wherefore he 
is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him" (Hebrews 7:25). That 
phrase "to the uttermost" is immense. It means completely, fully, entirely, through all 
stages, through all dangers, through all weaknesses, through all assaults, through all the 
way home. Christ does not save halfway. He does not save provisionally and then leave the 
rest of the matter hanging on the saint’s strength. He saves to the uttermost. And the 
reason given is not the saint’s consistency. The reason is this: "seeing he ever liveth to 
make intercession for them" (Hebrews 7:25). There is the nerve center of assurance. He 
saves completely because He lives continually. 

That verse ought to put a dagger through every doctrine that makes the final security of the 
believer depend on the frail constancy of human flesh. If my salvation is held together by 
me, then I am a doomed man, because I know what I am made of. I know the instability of 
my own heart, the weakness of my own frame, the distractions of my own mind, and the 
failure of my own obedience. But Hebrews 7:25 does not point me back to me. It points me 
up to Him. He is able. He ever liveth. He makes intercession. Therefore the saved are saved 
to the uttermost. That is not the language of a rescue plan always on the verge of collapse. 
That is the language of triumphant priesthood. 



And mark it carefully. The verse does not merely say He is willing to save to the uttermost. It 
says He is able. His ability is tied to His indestructible life and unchangeable priesthood. 
Earlier in the chapter Hebrews says He was made "after the power of an endless life" 
(Hebrews 7:16). Then it says, "this man, because he continueth ever, hath an 
unchangeable priesthood" (Hebrews 7:24). Then comes verse 25. His endless life means 
He never dies and therefore never vacates the office. His unchangeable priesthood means 
the ministry does not transfer to another. His perpetual intercession means the people who 
come unto God by Him are held fast by a living Savior who cannot be replaced, exhausted, 
or defeated. That is salvation with muscle in it. That is salvation with backbone. That is 
salvation grounded in the endless life of Christ. 

5. The Believer’s Assurance Rests in the Living Priesthood of Christ 

A great many Christians live far below their inheritance because they keep looking inward 
for the final ground of assurance. They inspect their feelings, their victories, their failures, 
their spiritual moods, their usefulness, their joy level, their tears, their zeal, their dryness, 
and every other fluctuating condition of the inner life, and then they wonder why they never 
settle into strong confidence. The answer is simple. You are looking in the wrong direction 
for the final ground of your assurance. The New Testament does not deny the importance of 
holiness, obedience, and fruit. But when it comes to the ultimate ground of security, it 
points away from the saint and toward the Savior. Hebrews 7:25 says He is able to save to 
the uttermost because He ever liveth to make intercession for them. That is where 
assurance gets its backbone. 

Romans 8 does the same thing. Paul does not answer condemnation by listing the 
believer’s progress in sanctification. He answers it with Christ that died, Christ that is risen 
again, Christ at the right hand of God, and Christ making intercession for us (Romans 8:34). 
Then he rolls on into that triumphant conclusion that nothing "shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Romans 8:39). Why. Because the 
bond is not held together by a dead ordinance or a temporary emotion. It is held together by 
a living Christ. The One who shed His blood is now alive in heaven for those whom He 
redeemed. That means the saint’s assurance is as strong as the priesthood of Christ. And 
since His priesthood is unchangeable, the ground of assurance is not fragile. 

That does not produce carelessness in a true believer. It produces gratitude, stability, and 
worship. The man who says, "If I am secure in Christ, I will go live in sin," is only revealing 
that he has never understood grace in the first place. The man who truly sees that his 
salvation is upheld by the living intercession of the Son of God does not become looser 
with sin. He becomes more humbled by mercy. He becomes more stunned by love. He 
becomes more eager to please the One whose priestly ministry keeps him. Assurance 



rooted in Christ does not make holiness unnecessary. It makes holiness grateful instead of 
mercenary. It turns service into worship rather than wage earning. 

6. His Intercession Defeats Condemnation 

Romans 8:34 stands in the middle of one of the grand anti-condemnation passages in the 
Bible. "Who is he that condemneth?" (Romans 8:34). That question is not theoretical. 
Condemnation is one of the chief weapons of hell against the child of God. Satan is called 
"the accuser of our brethren" (Revelation 12:10). The conscience can be troubled. Memory 
can rise against the saint. Failures can sting. Spiritual warfare can press hard. In those 
moments the believer needs more than general encouragement. He needs legal and 
redemptive ground under his feet. Paul gives it. The answer to condemnation is not, "I have 
done better this week." The answer is, "It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, 
who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us" (Romans 8:34). 

That means condemnation is defeated not by self-defense, but by Christ’s finished work 
and present ministry. The devil may accuse, but Christ has died. The law may expose guilt, 
but Christ has risen. The conscience may tremble, but Christ is at the right hand of God. 
Hell may roar, but Christ maketh intercession for us. That is why the believer has a powerful 
answer in every hour of spiritual assault. He does not argue that sin is no sin. He argues 
that sin has been answered in Christ. He does not pretend he has no weakness. He points 
to a Savior who never weakens. He does not claim to be beyond accusation in himself. He 
points to the One whose blood has already silenced the ultimate charge and whose priestly 
life continues to represent him before God. 

This makes Romans 8 one of the strongest chapters in the Bible for the trembling saint. It 
does not glorify the believer’s strength. It glorifies the Savior’s triumph. It does not teach 
the saint to stand on his own consistency. It teaches him to stand in Christ. That is why the 
chapter rises into such magnificent confidence. "Who shall lay any thing to the charge of 
God's elect? It is God that justifieth" (Romans 8:33). Then comes Christ’s death, 
resurrection, exaltation, and intercession. The whole point is that heaven’s verdict and 
heaven’s priesthood are both on the believer’s side because of Christ. Condemnation may 
still be shouted in the realm of accusation, but it has been broken in the realm of divine 
judgment. That is the power of the living intercession of Christ. 

7. The One Who Shed His Blood Now Appears for Us in Heaven 

The glory of this doctrine reaches a high point when you realize that the very One who shed 
His blood for sinners now appears in heaven on their behalf. Hebrews 9:24 says, "For Christ 
is not entered into the holy places made with hands... but into heaven itself, now to appear 
in the presence of God for us" (Hebrews 9:24). That is one of the sweetest sentences in the 



Book. He appears for us. Not against us. Not uncertainly regarding us. For us. The One who 
hung on the cross now stands in heaven. The One who cried, "It is finished" (John 19:30) 
now appears in the presence of God for those purchased by that finished work. The same 
hands once pierced are now lifted in priestly representation. The same Savior once mocked 
is now enthroned. The same Lamb once slain now lives and appears for us. 

That thought ought to send worship through the bones of every saved man. The Lord Jesus 
is not merely absent from earth in some generalized sense. He is present in heaven for His 
people. He does not merely remember them sentimentally. He appears for them priestly. 
He carries them in the power of accomplished redemption before the Father. This is why 
the believer’s standing is so secure. His representative in heaven is not some created angel 
who could fail. It is not some revolving office that passes from one weak priest to another. It 
is the Son of God Himself. He who loved the church and gave Himself for it now lives, 
reigns, and appears in heaven for it. That is the strongest possible ground of comfort. 

And because He appears for us, the believer has present access and future certainty. 
Hebrews 4:14 says, "Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the 
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession" (Hebrews 4:14). Then it 
says, "Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace" (Hebrews 4:16). Why can we 
come boldly. Because there is a High Priest there already. Why can we hold fast. Because 
He has passed into the heavens. Why can we know we will be brought through. Because He 
ever liveth to make intercession. The present heavenly ministry of Christ is not some small 
doctrinal luxury for advanced students. It is one of the strongest practical helps God ever 
gave to a struggling saint. 

Conclusion 

Christ ever liveth to make intercession. That is not a line for a hymn only. That is one of the 
mightiest realities in the Christian faith. Romans 8:34 presents the whole victorious 
sequence. Christ died. Christ rose again. Christ is at the right hand of God. Christ maketh 
intercession for us. Hebrews 7:25 presses the point even harder. He is able to save to the 
uttermost because He ever liveth to make intercession for them. That means salvation is 
not a shaky arrangement held together by the believer’s changing strength. It is upheld by 
the endless life and unchangeable priesthood of the Son of God. The One who redeemed 
us is the One who represents us. The One who shed His blood now appears in heaven on 
our behalf. 

That truth is one of the strongest grounds of assurance in all of Scripture. It defeats 
condemnation because the believer’s case rests in Christ’s triumph, not in his own 
consistency. It strengthens the weak conscience because the answer to accusation is not 



self-defense but the death, resurrection, and living intercession of Jesus Christ. It gives 
backbone to faith because the High Priest never dies, never retires, never weakens, and 
never fails. He saves to the uttermost because He lives forever. That is security with 
substance in it. That is confidence grounded in heaven’s own throne room. 

So let this doctrine do what God intended it to do. Let it lift your eyes off yourself and fix 
them on the living Christ. Let it teach you that the gospel did not end at the cross or even at 
the empty tomb. It rose through the empty tomb into the heavenly sanctuary where the Son 
of God now ministers for His own. Let it teach you that the strongest answer to fear is not a 
fresh vow from your flesh, but a fresh look at the High Priest who ever liveth. And let it fill 
you with worship, because the Lord Jesus Christ is not only the Savior who died in the past. 
He is the living High Priest who right now, this very moment, is at the right hand of God 
making intercession for all who come unto God by Him. 

 

 

11 of 12: The Doctrine of Intercession - Intercessions for All Men 

Introduction 

There comes a point in any serious Bible study where the doctrine has to come off the page 
and get down on its knees. That is exactly where this chapter lands. Up to this point we 
have seen prophets interceding, priests interceding, Christ interceding, and the Spirit 
interceding within the believer. We have seen intercession in judgment, intercession in 
burden, intercession in suffering, intercession in priestly triumph, and intercession in the 
deep groanings of the Holy Ghost. But now the Holy Spirit turns the light straight on the 
church and says, in plain words, that this is not merely a doctrine to admire. It is a ministry 
to practice. "I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
giving of thanks, be made for all men" (1 Timothy 2:1). There is the command. There is the 
obligation. There is the rebuke to every lazy Christian who likes hearing about deep things 
but does very little standing in the gap before God. 

That verse is one of the strongest practical verses in the whole subject because it does not 
treat intercession as an optional ministry for a few unusually intense saints tucked away in 
a monastery somewhere. It gives the church a marching order. It tells believers that 
intercessions are to be made for all men. That means the ministry of intercession is not 
some narrow specialty. It reaches outward. It reaches upward. It reaches into the needs of 
rulers, nations, families, churches, sinners, the afflicted, the persecuted, the weak, the 
confused, the lost, and fellow saints who are trying to make it through a hard world. The 



doctrine becomes daily labor. The truth becomes responsibility. The believer is called not 
merely to talk about the condition of things, but to carry those things before God. 

And that is where a great many Christians are exposed. They can talk endlessly about what 
is wrong with the world, the government, the church, the schools, the culture, and their 
own families, but they do very little actual interceding. They have opinions in abundance 
and burden in shortage. They can diagnose the nation in ten seconds and never spend ten 
minutes in prayer over it. They can criticize preachers, criticize politicians, criticize 
churches, criticize their spouse, criticize their children, criticize the moral collapse around 
them, and still never stand before God in broken earnestness for the very people they are 
discussing. That is not spiritual maturity. That is religious talkativeness. This chapter is 
meant to strike that disease hard. If intercession reflects the heart of Christ and aligns with 
the purposes of God, then the church had better stop admiring the doctrine from a 
distance and start practicing it with seriousness, burden, and prayerful labor. 

1. The Command to Intercede Is Plain and Primary 

The verse does not whisper. It exhorts. "I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men" (1 Timothy 2:1). The 
phrase "first of all" is weighty. It does not mean first in time every morning in a mechanical 
sense only. It means priority. It means importance. It means this matter belongs near the 
front of the church’s practical life. Before believers get lost in endless side issues, they are 
to understand that God commands a life of serious prayer in which intercessions hold a 
central place. The church is not first called to political cleverness, cultural strategy, or 
verbal commentary. It is first called to prayer. That alone would overhaul a great deal of 
modern Christianity if people believed it. 

Notice too that the Holy Ghost distinguishes "supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
giving of thanks" (1 Timothy 2:1). We saw earlier in the series that those words are not 
empty repetition. Intercessions are part of a larger prayer life, but they are not swallowed 
up by the other terms. Intercession carries the specific idea of approaching God on behalf 
of others. That means the church is commanded not merely to bring its own needs, but to 
carry the needs and cases of other people before the throne. The Christian life is therefore 
not meant to collapse inward into private self-concern. It is meant to open outward into 
burden-bearing prayer. If a believer’s prayer life is nothing but a rotating list of his own 
troubles, his own plans, and his own desires, he has not yet obeyed 1 Timothy 2:1 in its full 
sense. 

That command also reveals the dignity of the believer’s role in the present age. God has not 
left His people on earth merely to survive until the rapture. He has left them here to 



witness, to serve, to suffer, to shine, and to intercede. He has given them access to the 
throne through Christ, indwelling power by the Spirit, and direct commandment in the 
Word, and He expects them to use that access for the sake of others. That puts solemnity 
on the prayer closet. That makes prayer more than a devotional mood. It becomes a 
participation in God’s own purposes for men. The saint who intercedes is not wasting time. 
He is doing one of the highest works committed to the church in this age. 

2. Intercession for All Men Means the Church Must Think Larger Than Itself 

The Holy Ghost does not say intercessions are to be made for a narrow circle of favorite 
people only. He says they are to be made "for all men" (1 Timothy 2:1). That phrase blows 
apart the selfishness that infects so much religious life. The flesh likes to care only about its 
own little tribe. It will pray for people it already likes, people who already think like it, people 
who already treat it well, and people whose needs affect it directly. But the command 
reaches further. It stretches the believer beyond his natural preferences. It teaches him to 
carry before God a world wider than his own comfort zone. That is one of the hardest parts 
of intercession because it requires the heart to grow beyond personal convenience. 

This larger vision appears immediately in the next verses. "For kings, and for all that are in 
authority" (1 Timothy 2:2). There is the government. There are rulers. There are public 
authorities. The church is not told to ignore them, nor is it told merely to rant about them. It 
is told to pray for them. That does not mean approving of wickedness. It means 
understanding that authority matters, that public peace matters, and that God’s people are 
to carry rulers before Him whether they deserve admiration or not. The verse goes on to say, 
"that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty" (1 Timothy 2:2). 
So intercession for rulers is tied to the public conditions under which the church may live 
out its calling. 

Then the passage broadens even more by grounding the command in God’s saving heart. It 
says God "will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth" (1 
Timothy 2:4). There is the missionary spirit in the doctrine of intercession. The church prays 
for all men because the gospel is for all men. It does not save all men automatically, but it 
is proclaimed to all, and the church is to carry men before God accordingly. That means the 
believer’s intercessory life must not shrink down to his own household or church problems 
only. It must reach toward the lost, toward those in blindness, toward those under 
government, toward those in power, toward those in affliction, toward those in need of 
truth. Intercession teaches the heart to think in line with the breadth of God’s purposes 
instead of the narrowness of the flesh. 

3. Intercession Is the Practical Extension of the Whole Doctrine 



By the time you reach 1 Timothy 2, you are not starting a new subject. You are watching the 
whole doctrine come down into practice. Everything earlier in the series prepares for this. 
We saw men standing in the gap in the Old Testament. We saw prophets burdened for 
nations. We saw Jeremiah challenged that true prophets should "make intercession to the 
LORD of hosts" (Jeremiah 27:18). We saw the Suffering Servant who "made intercession for 
the transgressors" (Isaiah 53:12). We saw the Spirit making intercession within us (Romans 
8:26). We saw Christ at the right hand of God who "also maketh intercession for us" 
(Romans 8:34). Now the church is told to make intercessions for all men. The line is 
continuous. The practice is built on the doctrine. 

That means the believer’s intercessory life is not an isolated religious habit. It is an 
extension of the very heart of Christ. When a Christian intercedes biblically, he is moving in 
harmony with the present ministry of his Lord. Christ intercedes in heaven. The Spirit 
intercedes within. The saint intercedes on earth. Those are not disconnected realities. They 
form a beautiful harmony in the purposes of God. The church is not inventing some private 
devotional technique. It is entering into the larger divine pattern of standing before God on 
behalf of others. That makes intercession far more glorious than a church custom. It 
becomes participation in the moral and redemptive purposes of God. 

This also means that a church without intercession is not merely weak in one area. It is out 
of tune with heaven. If Christ is interceding, and the Spirit is interceding, but the church is 
mostly entertaining itself, arguing over trivia, or managing appearances, then something 
has gone profoundly wrong. The absence of intercession is not a minor deficiency. It is a 
sign that the church has drifted away from the burden-bearing life God intended for it. That 
is why 1 Timothy 2:1 is such a needed corrective. It drags the church back to one of its 
central responsibilities and reminds it that doctrine without intercessory practice is half-
dead orthodoxy. 

4. God’s People Must Intercede for Rulers and Nations 

The passage gets specific immediately. "For kings, and for all that are in authority" (1 
Timothy 2:2). That command is not exciting to the flesh because the flesh would rather 
complain than pray. It is far easier to discuss political corruption than to carry leaders 
before God. It is far easier to post opinions than to kneel in burden. But the Holy Ghost 
does not ask the believer whether praying for rulers feels emotionally satisfying. He 
commands it. The church is to intercede for kings and all in authority because public 
authority affects the conditions under which men live, families function, churches 
assemble, and the gospel moves. 



That does not mean the saint becomes naive about rulers. The Bible is not foolish about 
government. It knows kings can be wicked, authorities can be oppressive, and nations can 
be corrupt. The very same Scriptures that command prayer for rulers are full of warnings 
about unjust rulers and rebellious nations. But that is exactly why intercession is 
necessary. If authority can be abused, then it needs divine restraint. If rulers can be 
blinded, then they need divine intervention. If nations can slide toward judgment, then the 
church must stand before God for them rather than merely curse the darkness from a safe 
distance. Intercession is not political surrender. It is spiritual seriousness. 

And the aim is practical as well as spiritual. "That we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in 
all godliness and honesty" (1 Timothy 2:2). God is not ashamed to connect prayer for rulers 
with the stability needed for ordinary godly life. Families need peace. Churches need room 
to function. Gospel laborers need conditions where the Word can go forth. So the church 
prays. It does not trust rulers as its saviors, but it does recognize that authority matters 
under God’s providence. That should rebuke a lot of Christian laziness. Many believers are 
happy to blame the government for everything under the sun while doing almost none of 
the intercession God explicitly commanded concerning those in authority. 

5. The Church Must Carry the Lost, the Afflicted, and Fellow Saints 

Intercessions for all men obviously include rulers, but they do not stop there. The church is 
to stand before God for sinners generally, for the lost around it, for the afflicted under 
burdens, and for fellow believers struggling through the fight of faith. Paul constantly 
models this. He tells the Romans, "without ceasing I make mention of you always in my 
prayers" (Romans 1:9). He tells the Ephesians, "I cease not to give thanks for you, making 
mention of you in my prayers" (Ephesians 1:16). He tells the Colossians, "We... do not 
cease to pray for you" (Colossians 1:9). This is not a side theme in Paul. It is part of his 
apostolic life. He preached, taught, rebuked, traveled, suffered, and labored, but he also 
carried the saints before God regularly. 

That is exactly the kind of burden-bearing the local church needs now. It needs believers 
who will pray for marriages in trouble, children in confusion, saints under temptation, 
ministers under pressure, missionaries under opposition, and lost men under conviction. It 
needs people who know how to do more than say, "I’ll be praying for you," as a polite 
religious phrase before forgetting the matter entirely. It needs people who will actually go 
before God with names, situations, burdens, and tears if necessary. Intercession turns the 
church from a talking community into a burden-bearing community. It makes the body act 
like a body by carrying one another before the throne. 



And this must include the lost. The same chapter says God "will have all men to be saved, 
and to come unto the knowledge of the truth" (1 Timothy 2:4). That does not erase man’s 
responsibility to believe, but it does reveal the broad benevolence of God toward men and 
the church’s duty to pray accordingly. If you know lost men, you should intercede for them. 
If you know relatives blinded by false religion, you should intercede for them. If you know 
neighbors hardened in sin, you should intercede for them. If you know entire groups in 
darkness and error, you should intercede for them. The believer who never carries the lost 
before God has not yet come into line with the burden of 1 Timothy 2. 

6. Lazy Christianity Talks Much and Intercedes Little 

This chapter has to hit hard here, because modern Christianity is drowning in words and 
starving for burden. Many believers talk constantly about the collapse of the culture, the 
compromise of churches, the ignorance of politicians, the corruption of schools, the 
weakness of families, and the sins of their neighbors. They can discuss all of it at length. 
They can diagnose trends, quote headlines, repeat scandals, and complain in fluent detail. 
But how much of that talk is matched by actual intercession. Very often, almost none. The 
mouth is busy while the knees are idle. The opinions are strong while the burden is weak. 
That is not godliness. That is spiritual laziness with a Bible vocabulary. 

James warns against this kind of empty religion in another form when he says, "If a brother 
or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, And one of you say unto them... be ye 
warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful... what 
doth it profit?" (James 2:15-16). The same principle applies here. If believers can talk 
endlessly about need and never take that need before God, what does it profit. A church 
full of commentary and short on intercession is a church out of order. It may be clever. It 
may be informed. It may be loud. But it is not obeying 1 Timothy 2:1 in the way God 
intended. 

The truth is, intercession costs more than discussion. Discussion lets you stay in control. 
Intercession humbles you before God. Discussion lets you sound informed. Intercession 
forces you to feel helpless apart from divine action. Discussion can feed pride. Intercession 
crushes pride if it is real. That is why so many people prefer the first and neglect the 
second. But the church has no right to live that way. If things are bad enough to discuss, 
they are certainly bad enough to pray over. If the nation is in trouble, intercede. If the church 
is drifting, intercede. If your family is under pressure, intercede. If lost men are rushing 
toward judgment, intercede. The command is plain, and excuses will not improve it. 

7. Intercession Requires Seriousness, Burden, and Prayerful Labor 



If the church is going to obey 1 Timothy 2:1, it will require seriousness. Intercession is not a 
casual accessory added to a distracted life. It demands attention. It demands 
intentionality. It demands some measure of actual burden. Paul says in Colossians 4:12 
that Epaphras was "always labouring fervently for you in prayers." There is the right spirit. 
Labouring. Fervently. In prayers. Intercession is work. It is holy work, but it is still work. It 
involves concentration, perseverance, and often inward struggle. That is why it has to be 
recovered deliberately in an age that trains people to live in fragments of attention and 
shallow emotional habits. 

Seriousness also means refusing to reduce intercession to a ritual phrase. A lot of believers 
have learned how to say religious words without any corresponding inward labor. They 
announce prayer requests, nod solemnly, and then move on with almost no actual 
engagement with God over the matter. That is not what the Bible describes. The burdened 
men of Scripture cried, wrestled, pleaded, groaned, and labored. Even when the outward 
words were few, the inward weight was real. The church does not need more prayer talk. It 
needs more prayerful labor. It needs saints who understand that standing in the gap is not a 
decorative idea, but part of their calling in a dark world. 

And that labor is never wasted. The world may never applaud it. Social media will not 
measure it properly. Most of it will be hidden. But heaven sees it. God uses it. It aligns the 
believer with the ministry of Christ and the operation of the Spirit. It puts the saint where he 
belongs, before God with the needs of others rather than merely before men with 
complaints about them. Intercession may not always produce visible results when and 
how we expect, but it is still commanded, still holy, still fruitful in God’s economy, and still 
one of the clearest marks that a believer has moved beyond self-centered religion into 
participation with the heart of Christ. 

Conclusion 

"Intercessions for all men" is one of the great practical commands of the Christian life 
because it takes this doctrine out of the realm of admiration and places it in the realm of 
obedience. The church is not called merely to study intercession as a beautiful theme. It is 
called to practice it as a present ministry. God commands His people to make 
intercessions for all men, including rulers, authorities, sinners, saints, and the afflicted (1 
Timothy 2:1-2). That means the believer’s prayer life must grow beyond private self-concern 
into burden-bearing labor for others before God. The command is broad, the need is real, 
and the responsibility is plain. 

This chapter also reveals how far short lazy Christianity often falls. Many believers can talk 
at length about what is wrong with the world, the government, the church, and their 



families while doing very little actual standing in the gap. But the Holy Ghost does not call 
the church to be a commentary society. He calls it to be an interceding people. He calls it 
to seriousness. He calls it to burden. He calls it to labor in prayer. And when the church 
recovers that life, it comes back into alignment with the heart of Christ, the purposes of 
God, and the great biblical pattern of standing before heaven on behalf of men. 

So let this truth press itself home. If Christ intercedes in heaven, and the Spirit intercedes 
within, then the saints of God ought to intercede on earth. If the world is in trouble, pray. If 
rulers are crooked, pray. If the church is weak, pray. If your family is struggling, pray. If 
sinners are lost, pray. But do not merely talk. Do not reduce burden to conversation. Do not 
substitute opinion for prayerful labor. Take up the ministry God commanded. Stand before 
Him for others. Carry the cases that matter. And in doing so, you will find that intercession 
is not merely one doctrine among many. It is one of the great ways the church on earth 
reflects the heart of her living Head in heaven. 

 

 

12 of 12: The Doctrine of Intercession - The Power, Limits, and Glory of Standing in the 
Gap 

Introduction 

By the time a man has traced this doctrine from Genesis to Paul, from Moses to Isaiah, 
from Jeremiah to Hebrews, he finds out that intercession is not some soft little church word 
you tack onto a prayer list to make yourself sound spiritual. It is one of the great windows 
into the character of God and the condition of man. It shows you what sin does, what 
holiness demands, what mercy permits, what burden feels like, and what no fallen man 
can finally accomplish without divine intervention. Intercession stands where trouble is 
real. It rises where judgment is near. It groans where weakness is deep. It pleads where 
guilt is heavy. It shows up where somebody must stand between need and answer, danger 
and deliverance, sinners and the God they have offended. That is why the doctrine carries 
such weight in the Book. It is not ornamental religion. It is the very atmosphere of spiritual 
conflict, priestly labor, prophetic burden, and divine mercy. 

We have seen that intercession can take many forms in Scripture, but it always revolves 
around the same core reality. Somebody stands in the gap. Somebody carries the case. 
Somebody goes before God concerning another. Sometimes that intercession seeks mercy 
over judgment. Sometimes it seeks delay. Sometimes it seeks pardon. Sometimes, as with 
Elijah, it includes agreement with God’s indictment against a rebellious people. Sometimes 
it is refused because judgment has become fixed. Sometimes no intercessor is found at all, 



and God Himself steps in. Sometimes the burden rises within a prophet, sometimes within 
the Spirit indwelling the saint, and sometimes it is crowned in the living ministry of the Lord 
Jesus Christ at the right hand of God. When all those strands are gathered together, 
intercession becomes one of the richest doctrines in the Bible because it touches mercy, 
holiness, priesthood, government, judgment, grace, and redemption all at once. 

So this final essay is not meant merely to repeat what has already been said. It is meant to 
gather the whole series into one mature conclusion and let the doctrine stand in its full 
force. We are going to see again the power of standing in the gap, the limits of intercession 
in the face of hardened rebellion, and the glory of the One to whom every lesser intercessor 
points. We are going to see that intercession is mighty, but not sovereign. Real, but not 
magical. Holy, but not sentimental. Burdened, but not blind. It can do much, but it cannot 
overturn the holiness of God. It can plead, but it cannot erase guilt by mere emotion. It 
reaches its highest beauty only in Jesus Christ, who not only pleads for sinners but dies for 
them, rises again, and now "ever liveth to make intercession" for them (Hebrews 7:25). And 
if we understand that, then we will not leave this study merely informed. We will leave it 
chastened, strengthened, and summoned to live as people who know what it means to 
stand in the gap in a wicked and dying world. 

1. Intercession Reveals the Moral Shape of Reality 

One of the first things this doctrine teaches is that reality itself is moral before it is 
emotional. Modern religion often tries to turn every spiritual issue into a matter of feelings, 
atmosphere, and internal mood, but the Bible will not allow that. Intercession arises 
because there is a real God, a real law, real guilt, real holiness, real mercy, real wrath, and 
real need. It does not begin with a prayer style. It begins with a breach. Sin tears open a gap 
between the creature and the Creator, and once that breach is there, the need for 
mediation, pleading, burden-bearing, and priestly representation appears. That is why 
intercession is woven into the fabric of revelation from the beginning. It is not a late church 
invention. It is part of the whole drama of redemption. 

That is why intercession always stands in relation to truth. It is never mere emotional 
projection. A prophet intercedes because a nation is actually in danger. A priest intercedes 
because guilt is actually present. A saint intercedes because another soul is actually under 
burden, weakness, loss, temptation, or blindness. Christ intercedes because He has 
actually borne sin and actually stands in heaven as the accepted High Priest. The Spirit 
intercedes because the believer’s infirmities are actually real. In every case, intercession is 
connected to moral reality, not spiritual theater. That is one of the reasons it has so much 
dignity. It is one of the ways heaven addresses the real condition of things. 



And that tells you why this doctrine is such a rebuke to shallow Christianity. Shallow 
Christianity likes the language of spiritual concern without the weight of spiritual truth. It 
likes prayer as image, not prayer as burden. It likes intercession as posture, not 
intercession as moral engagement before God. But the Bible shows you something far 
more serious. Intercession is what happens when a man sees the breach, feels the danger, 
knows the holiness involved, and still dares to go before God because mercy may yet be 
sought. That makes it one of the great evidences that the universe is not random and the 
Christian life is not cosmetic. It is lived under divine government, and intercession is one of 
the great means by which that government is approached. 

2. The Power of Intercession Is Real but Never Independent of God 

One of the glorious things revealed in this series is that intercession is powerful. It is not a 
dead religious form. It is not an empty exercise for people who want to feel involved. Moses 
stands in the breach and wrath is turned aside for a time. Samuel cries unto the Lord and 
Israel is heard. Abraham pleads over Sodom. Amos intercedes, and the Lord relents of a 
threatened stroke. The church is told to make intercessions for all men because 
intercession matters. The believer is not being asked to perform a meaningless ritual. He is 
being invited into a real ministry that God Himself ordained as part of His dealings with 
men. That is why James can say, "The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much" (James 5:16). It availeth much because God has chosen that it should. 

But if the power of intercession is real, it is never independent. It does not exist as some 
force floating outside the character and will of God. That is where a lot of people go wrong. 
They hear that prayer avails much, and they quietly begin treating intercession like a 
spiritual lever that can be pulled hard enough to make God ignore truth, holiness, timing, or 
judgment. That is not Bible. Intercession is powerful because God ordained it within His 
moral government, not because the intercessor gains control over the throne. The Lord 
remains the Lord. Prayer does not dethrone Him. Burden does not manipulate Him. Tears 
do not nullify His righteousness. Intercession is mighty precisely because it is one of His 
appointed means, not because it operates above Him. 

That is a critical balance to keep. On one side, you must never make intercession weak, as 
if it is merely symbolic religious effort. On the other side, you must never make it sovereign, 
as if enough intensity could override the character of God. The truth is stronger than both 
errors. God hears. God uses intercession. God commands it. God ties it to mercy, help, 
governance, church life, and the advance of His purposes. But He also remains holy, 
truthful, righteous, and free. So intercession is real power under divine rule. It is not 
sentimental decoration, and it is not spiritual witchcraft. It is one of the appointed ways 



God’s people participate in the burdened life of faith under the government of a holy 
throne. 

3. Intercession Reaches Its Limits When Judgment Is Fixed 

One of the most sobering discoveries in this whole series is that intercession, though 
powerful, reaches limits in the face of hardened rebellion and settled judgment. That is 
where Jeremiah 7:16 crashes into the soft illusions of modern religion like a cannonball. 
"Therefore pray not thou for this people, neither lift up cry nor prayer for them, neither make 
intercession to me: for I will not hear thee" (Jeremiah 7:16). Nothing could be plainer. There 
comes a point in some cases where the issue is no longer that God needs to be persuaded. 
The issue is that men have crossed into fixed judgment by despising light, mocking 
warning, and persisting in rebellion. At that point intercession is forbidden, not because 
God has ceased to be merciful in His nature, but because mercy has been trodden 
underfoot long enough that judgment must now proceed. 

That truth is essential because without it the doctrine becomes sentimental corruption. If 
intercession had no limits, then holiness would have no meaning. If a man could always 
pray a rebellious people out of consequences regardless of their persistent hardness, then 
warnings would be theater and righteousness would be negotiable. The Bible says 
otherwise. It says there are times when the line is crossed. "He, that being often reproved 
hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy" (Proverbs 29:1). 
It says of Judah that they mocked the messengers of God "till there was no remedy" (2 
Chronicles 36:16). That is not because prayer is weak. It is because holiness is real and 
despised mercy increases guilt. 

This is one of the great guards around the doctrine. It keeps intercession from degenerating 
into manipulative spirituality. It reminds the reader that while prayer is commanded and 
powerful, it exists under the righteous government of God. That means an intercessor must 
be a man of truth as well as burden. He must know that there is a time to plead and a time 
to bow before the declared judgment of God. He must understand that divine compassion 
is not sentimental weakness. And that is why the doctrine is so rich. It does not flatter man. 
It teaches him. It tells him that intercession is real, but not absolute. Holy, but not 
autonomous. Mighty, but not beyond the throne it approaches. 

4. The Prophet’s Burden Shows the Human Cost of Standing in the Gap 

Another major theme running through this doctrine is the burden borne by the man who 
intercedes. A great many people want the authority of the prophet without the anguish of 
the prophet. They would like to speak hard truths in public and feel none of the sorrow that 
true spiritual sight brings. But the real prophet in Scripture is not a public scold detached 



from the suffering his message announces. He is often a man torn inwardly by the very 
word he must deliver. Jeremiah stands as the great example. He warns because he must, 
but he also weeps because he must. "Oh that my head were waters, and mine eyes a 
fountain of tears" (Jeremiah 9:1). That is not weakness. That is the heart of a burden bearer. 

Jeremiah 27:18 brought this out sharply: "But if they be prophets, and if the word of the 
LORD be with them, let them now make intercession to the LORD of hosts" (Jeremiah 
27:18). In other words, if a man truly has the word, he ought also to have the burden that 
goes with the word. He should not merely pronounce what is coming. He should feel what 
it means. He should not merely expose evil. He should carry the weight of what that evil will 
bring. That is one of the ways intercession proves the difference between a real man of God 
and a religious actor. The actor enjoys the sound of his own voice. The prophet bears the 
pressure of divine truth on his own soul. 

And this matters for every believer, not just the prophet. Standing in the gap always costs 
something. It may cost ease. It may cost comfort. It may cost emotional distance. It may 
cost sleep. It may cost tears. It may cost the convenience of staying uninvolved. The burden 
bearer cannot stay detached from the case he carries. That is why lazy Christianity prefers 
commentary over intercession. Commentary costs little. Burden costs much. The prophet 
shows the human side of that cost. He teaches us that intercession is not a clever practice 
but a weight-bearing ministry. And the deeper that burden becomes, the more the soul 
begins to understand something of the fellowship of Christ’s sufferings in a world that does 
not care what it is doing to itself. 

5. Elijah, Isaiah 59, and Isaiah 53 Keep the Doctrine Balanced 

The doctrine becomes truly mature only when all its tensions are held together. Elijah 
keeps it from becoming sentimental. Isaiah 59 keeps it from becoming man-centered. 
Isaiah 53 keeps it from becoming hopeless. Elijah makes intercession against Israel in 
Romans 11:2 because the truth of their guilt must not be whitewashed. His case teaches 
that intercession is governed by holiness, not mere sympathy. A man may go before God 
and acknowledge that the charges are true, the rebellion is real, and the people have no 
right to be excused in the soft way modern religion would prefer. That side of the doctrine is 
necessary because without it intercession becomes emotional fog. 

Isaiah 59:16 adds another necessary balance. "And he saw that there was no man, and 
wondered that there was no intercessor" (Isaiah 59:16). That is the total failure of man. It 
tells you that when heaven looked for the sufficient answer among men, none was found. 
Plenty of religion, no true intercessor. Plenty of noise, no burden bearer fit for the crisis. 
That shatters confidence in the flesh. It tells you that the ultimate answer cannot arise from 



human sufficiency. Religion, numbers, and outward activity are useless at the point where 
a true intercessor is needed but not found. That is why the verse pivots so gloriously to 
"therefore his arm brought salvation unto him" (Isaiah 59:16). When man failed, God 
stepped in. 

Then Isaiah 53 gives the answer in full redemptive form. "He bare the sin of many, and 
made intercession for the transgressors" (Isaiah 53:12). There the whole doctrine reaches 
its center. Elijah teaches holiness. Isaiah 59 teaches human bankruptcy. Isaiah 53 reveals 
the suffering Servant who answers both. He does not deny the guilt Elijah exposed. He 
bears it. He does not rely on the sufficiency Isaiah 59 denied. He becomes God’s own 
answer to it. That is why these passages together keep the doctrine balanced. Intercession 
is not sentimental softness. It is not human sufficiency. It is holy truth answered in divine 
redemption through the suffering intercession of Jesus Christ. 

6. The Spirit Within and the Son Above Complete the Glory of the Doctrine 

If the Old Testament lays the groundwork and Isaiah 53 brings the redemptive center into 
view, Romans and Hebrews raise the doctrine into its full New Testament glory. Romans 
8:26-27 shows the Spirit’s groanings within us. "Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our 
infirmities" (Romans 8:26). "The Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings 
which cannot be uttered" (Romans 8:26). There the doctrine reaches inward. The believer is 
weak, confused, burdened, and sometimes unable to frame the right request, but he is not 
abandoned. The Spirit Himself intercedes according to the will of God. That means 
intercession is not only something offered by men upward. It is something God Himself 
works within His people by the indwelling Spirit. 

Then Romans 8:34 and Hebrews 7:25 lift the eyes higher still. Christ "is even at the right 
hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us" (Romans 8:34). He "ever liveth to make 
intercession for them" (Hebrews 7:25). There is the doctrine in heavenly triumph. The same 
Christ who died, rose, ascended, and sat down now lives in unbroken priestly ministry for 
those who come unto God by Him. The Spirit intercedes within. The Son intercedes above. 
That means the believer is enveloped in divine intercession from both sides. He is helped 
from within by the Holy Ghost and represented above by the risen Savior. There is no weak 
theology in that. That is strong consolation for weak saints in a groaning creation. 

And notice how beautifully the whole doctrine gathers there. Man’s intercession is real but 
limited. The prophet’s intercession is burdened but partial. The priest’s intercession under 
the old covenant is symbolic and temporary. But the Spirit’s intercession is perfect in 
inward help, and Christ’s intercession is perfect in heavenly priesthood. Therefore the 
doctrine culminates not in admiration of human burden bearers, but in worship of the 



triune God’s own gracious operations. The Father searches the hearts, the Spirit intercedes 
according to His will, and the Son appears before Him on behalf of His own. That is why the 
doctrine has such doctrinal and devotional force. It shows you the whole Godhead involved 
in the preservation and help of redeemed people. 

7. The Final Glory of Standing in the Gap Is Found in Christ and Reflected in His People 

So where does the doctrine finally land. It lands in Christ. It has to. Every lesser intercessor 
points there. Moses can stand in the breach, but not finally remove sin. Samuel can cry 
unto the Lord, but not save to the uttermost. Jeremiah can carry Judah’s burden, but not 
answer divine justice. Elijah can agree with God’s indictment, but not bear the guilt of the 
indicted. Isaiah 59 can expose the vacancy, but only Isaiah 53 can reveal the Servant who 
fills it. Christ is the final Intercessor because He not only pleads for sinners, but dies for 
them, rises for them, enters heaven for them, and lives forever for them. He is the One who 
joins mediation, atonement, priesthood, and triumph in His own Person. 

That is why He is the glory of the doctrine. He is not one example among many. He is the 
substance to which all the examples pointed. He was numbered with the transgressors, 
bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors (Isaiah 53:12). He is 
"even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us" (Romans 8:34). He 
"ever liveth to make intercession" (Hebrews 7:25). No one else can say that. No one else 
can combine substitution, resurrection, endless life, and unchangeable priesthood in one 
glorious office. That is why the final glory of standing in the gap is not man-centered 
spirituality. It is Christ-centered worship. 

Yet that does not leave the believer passive. On the contrary, because Christ is the perfect 
Intercessor, His people are called to reflect something of His burden-bearing heart in the 
world. "Intercessions... be made for all men" (1 Timothy 2:1). The church cannot save the 
world, but it can stand before God for it. The saint cannot atone for sinners, but he can 
carry them before the throne. The believer cannot replace Christ, but he can imitate the 
burden-bearing spirit of Christ as he prays for rulers, nations, families, churches, the 
afflicted, the weak, and the lost. That is the earthly reflection of the heavenly glory. Christ is 
the final Intercessor. His people are the praying people who live under that reality and 
practice something of its shape in a wicked and dying world. 

Conclusion 

The power, limits, and glory of standing in the gap can now be seen in full light. Intercession 
is powerful because God ordained it as one of the real means by which burdened people 
approach Him on behalf of others. It can restrain, plead, seek mercy, carry nations, and 
bear the needs of saints and sinners before the throne. Yet it has limits because God is 



holy, not sentimental. There comes a point where intercession is refused, judgment is 
fixed, and no amount of religious feeling can overturn what hardened rebellion has made 
necessary. That balance is essential. Without the power of intercession, the doctrine 
becomes weak. Without its limits, the doctrine becomes corrupt. 

But beyond both power and limits stands the glory of the doctrine, and that glory is Jesus 
Christ. He is the answer to the failure of man, the fulfillment of every shadow, the suffering 
Servant of Isaiah 53, the risen High Priest of Hebrews 7, and the living Intercessor of 
Romans 8. He does not merely stand near the gap. He enters it. He does not merely 
observe the guilty. He is numbered with them. He does not merely acknowledge their case. 
He bears their sin. He does not merely speak for them in heaven. He lives forever to do so. 
That is the final splendor of intercession. It reaches its highest beauty where mercy, 
holiness, priesthood, and redemption meet in the Person of the Son of God. 

So let this doctrine do more than inform the mind. Let it shape the life. Learn from it that sin 
is serious, prayer is serious, holiness is serious, mercy is serious, and the burden of others 
should be serious to you. Learn from it that Christ is enough, that the Spirit helps, and that 
the throne of grace is not closed to burden-bearing saints. And then go live like a man or 
woman who understands what it means to stand in the gap. In a world full of noise, be real. 
In a church age full of talk, pray. In a nation full of corruption, carry the burden before God. 
In a dying world, do not be a spectator. Be one who stands before heaven for others. 
Because in the end, intercession is not one of the decorative edges of Christianity. It is one 
of the great ways redeemed people reflect the heart of their living Savior while they wait for 
Him to come. 

 

 

Series Conclusion: The Doctrine of Intercession 

When this series began, the word intercession may have sounded to some like a narrow 
church word, something tucked away in a prayer meeting or written on a list between 
names and needs. But after tracing it through the Scriptures, it should be plain that 
intercession is far more than that. It is one of the great Bible doctrines that opens up the 
mind of God concerning mercy, judgment, priesthood, burden, and redemption. It shows 
us that sin is not a light thing, because sin creates a breach. It shows us that holiness is not 
a theory, because holiness demands truth. It shows us that mercy is not sentimental 
weakness, because mercy operates under righteousness. And it shows us that when a man 
stands in the gap before God, he is stepping into one of the most solemn and glorious 
places a creature can ever stand. 



We have seen that intercession can plead for mercy, and we have seen that it can also 
acknowledge guilt. We have seen Abraham drawing near over Sodom, Moses standing in 
the breach for Israel, Samuel crying unto the Lord for the people, Jeremiah carrying the 
burden of a dying nation, and Elijah making intercession against Israel in full recognition of 
their rebellion. We have also seen that intercession has limits. God told Jeremiah, 
"Therefore pray not thou for this people" (Jeremiah 7:16), and by that command He 
shattered the false idea that prayer can override holiness or erase judgment once men have 
hardened themselves beyond remedy. That truth is necessary, because without it 
intercession becomes soft, manipulated, and detached from the moral government of 
God. 

But the doctrine does not stop with the burden of men. It rises into its highest glory in Jesus 
Christ. Isaiah 59:16 tells us that God "saw that there was no man, and wondered that there 
was no intercessor," and that verse exposes forever the bankruptcy of man. Religion could 
not produce the answer. Ceremony could not produce it. Noise, activity, numbers, and 
outward performance could not produce it. There was no man. Then Isaiah 53:12 answers 
the darkness with blazing light. The Suffering Servant "bare the sin of many, and made 
intercession for the transgressors." There is the heart of the doctrine. Christ does not 
merely speak for sinners. He dies for them. He does not merely sympathize with their case. 
He enters it, bears it, answers it, and rises again in triumph over it. Every lesser intercessor 
in Scripture points to Him because only He can unite sacrifice, substitution, priesthood, 
and everlasting victory in one glorious Person. 

Then the New Testament unfolds even more of the wonder. The Spirit of God makes 
intercession within the believer "with groanings which cannot be uttered" (Romans 8:26), 
which means the child of God is not abandoned in weakness, confusion, or sorrow. And 
Christ Himself, risen and exalted, is now "at the right hand of God, who also maketh 
intercession for us" (Romans 8:34). Hebrews says, "he ever liveth to make intercession" 
(Hebrews 7:25). That means intercession is not merely a past theme from Israel’s history. It 
is a present reality in the life of every believer. The Spirit intercedes within. The Son 
intercedes above. The Father searches the hearts and knows the mind of the Spirit. The 
saint is held in the middle of divine help. That is not weak religion. That is strong 
consolation for weak people in a groaning world. 

And from there the doctrine comes down to us in command and responsibility. "I exhort 
therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be 
made for all men" (1 Timothy 2:1). That means this series must not end as a study only. It 
must end as a summons. If Christ intercedes in heaven, and the Spirit intercedes within, 
then the people of God should be an interceding people on earth. We are called to stand 



before God for rulers, nations, families, churches, saints, and sinners. We are called to do 
more than talk about the collapse around us. We are called to carry the burden of it before 
the throne. A church that discusses everything and intercedes for nothing has learned the 
language of religion without the labor of it. A believer who knows the doctrine and never 
stands in the gap has admired truth without obeying it. 

So let this series leave behind more than pages. Let it leave behind a changed mind and a 
burdened heart. Let it teach you to take sin more seriously, prayer more seriously, holiness 
more seriously, mercy more seriously, and Christ more seriously. Let it remind you that the 
greatest need in a wicked age is not more noise, but more truth and more men and women 
who know how to stand before God with that truth on their hearts. Let it call you away from 
shallow religious talk and into real prayerful labor. And above all, let it leave you with your 
eyes fixed on the Lord Jesus Christ, the perfect and final Intercessor, who not only stood in 
the gap, but became the bridge, and who now lives forever to bring all His redeemed safely 
home. 

That is the doctrine of intercession. It begins in the breach created by sin, moves through 
the burden of prophets and priests, reaches its center at Calvary, rises to the throne in the 
living Christ, and comes back down into the prayer life of the church. It is one of the great 
windows into the mercy, holiness, priesthood, and government of God. And if we have 
learned it rightly, then we will not leave it behind as a finished study. We will carry it with us 
into the prayer closet, into the church, into the family, and into the battlefields of a dying 
world, until the day the great Intercessor we have studied comes again in glory. 

 


