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Introduction to the Series: The Doctrine of Boldness 



A great many people hear the word boldness and immediately think of temperament. They 
think of a loud man, a sharp man, a public man, a forceful man, or a man who does not 
mind offending people. But that is already a bad start, because the Bible does not build 
doctrine on personality. The Scriptures do not treat boldness as a natural trait that some 
people have and other people do not. They treat it as a spiritual matter rooted in 
righteousness, wisdom, truth, fellowship with Jesus Christ, the filling of the Holy Ghost, the 
blood atonement, and the believer’s standing before God. That is why this study matters. 
We are not doing a motivational series on confidence. We are not studying self-assertion, 
charisma, or leadership presence. We are studying a Bible doctrine. We want to know what 
the Holy Ghost means when He speaks about boldness, where it comes from, what it looks 
like, what it is connected to, what it is not, and why so much of what passes for boldness 
today is either cowardice in disguise or fleshly swagger dressed up in religious language. A 
man can be loud and not be bold. He can be abrasive and not be bold. He can be popular 
and not be bold. He can even be doctrinally informed and still not be bold in the scriptural 
sense. So this series is designed to strip away the counterfeits and get down to the real 
thing. 

Our method in this series is simple and deliberate. We are taking the KJV words bold and 
boldness and letting the verses define the doctrine for us. We are not starting with modern 
psychology, social media culture, ministry branding, or the opinions of soft religious men 
who are embarrassed by the Bible. We are starting with the text itself. We want to see how 
the word is used, what kind of men are said to have it, what circumstances reveal it, what 
dangers corrupt it, and how it develops from Proverbs through the New Testament. That 
means we are tracing boldness morally, doctrinally, practically, and devotionally. We begin 
with the righteous being bold as a lion, because boldness starts with character before God. 
Then we move to wisdom, because inward understanding affects outward countenance. 
Then we look at apostolic preaching, because boldness shows itself when truth is spoken 
under pressure. Then we move into suffering, because some boldness is not learned in 
comfort but forged in battle. Then we deal with meekness and authority, because biblical 
boldness is not fleshly aggression. Then we rise into boldness at the throne, because the 
highest root of all right boldness is access to God through the blood of Jesus Christ. Finally, 
we end where the doctrine reaches its summit, boldness in the day of judgment, because if 
a man’s confidence cannot survive the presence of God, it is not worth much now. 

That is why this series is important. We are living in a generation full of noise and nearly 
empty of nerve. The world rewards shamelessness and calls it courage. Religion rewards 
softness and calls it grace. Social media rewards outrage and calls it conviction. But the 
Bible cuts through all three frauds. It shows us that true boldness does not come from ego, 
applause, or religious performance. It comes from being right with God, taught by God, 



governed by Scripture, strengthened through battle, kept under the meekness of Christ, 
and anchored in redemption. This is for preachers who need to stop apologizing for the 
word of God. It is for believers who need to understand that boldness is not the property of 
naturally forceful people. It is for suffering saints who wonder whether battle can deepen 
their courage. It is for timid Christians who need to learn that access to God is open 
through the blood of Christ. It is for anyone who wants more than a slogan. By the time we 
finish, we will have covered boldness in righteousness, boldness in wisdom, boldness in 
preaching, boldness through suffering, boldness balanced by meekness, boldness at the 
throne, and boldness in the day of judgment. In other words, we are not taking a quick look 
at one word and moving on. We are opening a doctrine that reaches from the lion-like 
courage of the righteous man on earth all the way to the heaven-backed confidence of the 
redeemed man standing before God. That is the doctrine of boldness, and it is one of the 
most needed doctrines for this hour. 

 

 

1 of 7: The Doctrine of Boldness - Bold as a Lion 

There is a kind of counterfeit courage in this world that gets admired by carnal men 
because carnal men do not know the difference between noise and nerve. They think a 
man is bold because he is loud, abrasive, theatrical, self-promoting, and unembarrassed 
by his own vanity. They call a politician bold because he can lie with a straight face. They 
call a celebrity bold because she can parade her shame in public and dare anybody to 
question it. They call a preacher bold because he can strut on a platform, throw his arms 
around, crack a few jokes, and bark at a crowd that came to be entertained. But the Bible is 
not impressed with any of that circus business. The word of God does not define boldness 
by volume, publicity, charisma, or swagger. It defines boldness morally. “The wicked flee 
when no man pursueth: but the righteous are bold as a lion” (Prov. 28:1). That verse does 
not say the talented are bold as a lion. It does not say the extroverted are bold as a lion. It 
does not say the influential are bold as a lion. It says the righteous are bold as a lion. That 
means the foundation of biblical boldness is not temperament. It is character before God. 

That is why some little widow with a Bible and a clean heart has more real courage than a 
thousand famous men with microphones and bodyguards. That is why some plain church 
member who has learned to fear God can stand firmer than a polished scholar whose soul 
is rotting under the weight of compromise. The Bible keeps putting the issue where modern 
Christianity keeps refusing to put it. It puts it in righteousness. A man who is right with God 
has something under his feet. He has footing. He has substance. He has ground to stand 



on. He is not manufacturing an image and trying to defend it. He is not constantly editing 
his words to preserve his brand. He is not recalculating every sentence so he can keep a 
donor list, a platform, a board, or a fan base. He can stand because he is standing on 
something bigger than himself. “He that walketh uprightly walketh surely” (Prov. 10:9). That 
kind of man is not sinless, but he is settled. He is not perfect, but he is planted. He is not 
acting a part. He is living in the light. 

The whole series starts right here because if you miss this first truth, you will miss every 
truth that follows it. Boldness in Scripture is not first ministerial. It is moral. It is not first 
public. It is private. It is not first what a man says in the street. It is what a man is in secret. 
Before a man ever speaks boldly, he must learn to live cleanly. Before he ever faces an 
enemy outside, he must learn to face God inside. The righteous man is bold because his 
conscience is not gnawing him to pieces every time the pressure comes. He does not have 
to run from shadows because he is not full of hidden filth. The wicked, by contrast, may 
look calm on camera, cool on stage, polished in public, and confident at the microphone, 
but inside he is a hunted man. He is running even when nobody is chasing him. He is 
sweating even when nobody has accused him. He is adjusting, spinning, hiding, dodging, 
and escaping because guilt turns cowards into actors. Righteousness, however, gives a 
man a lion’s heart because he has already settled the main issue. He belongs to God, he 
fears God, and he is not interested in playing games with the truth. 

1. The Moral Foundation of Boldness 

Proverbs 28:1 is one of those verses that takes modern psychology, modern branding, and 
modern churchmanship and throws the whole mess in the trash. “The wicked flee when no 
man pursueth: but the righteous are bold as a lion” (Prov. 28:1). Notice how the Holy Ghost 
draws the line. He does not separate the timid personality from the confident personality. 
He separates the wicked from the righteous. That is the first clue that heaven’s definition of 
boldness is not man’s definition at all. The wicked man may look brave on the outside, but 
he is a fugitive inwardly. The righteous man may appear plain, quiet, and unassuming, but 
when the moment comes to stand, he stands. Why. Because boldness in the Bible rises 
from moral condition. It grows out of a conscience that is not carrying secret treason 
against the God of heaven. “If our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence toward 
God” (1 John 3:21). A condemned heart produces a shaky man. A clear conscience 
produces a steady one. 

That explains why the devil works so hard to corrupt men privately before he ever needs to 
silence them publicly. He does not have to defeat a man in the pulpit if he can dirty him in 
the dark. He does not have to break a Christian in open persecution if he can poison that 
Christian’s secret life with lust, deceit, bitterness, envy, or hidden compromise. Once the 



conscience gets muddy, the knees get weak. Once the inward man gets dirty, the outward 
man starts calculating escape routes. David said, “My strength faileth because of mine 
iniquity” (Ps. 31:10). He did not say his strength failed because his enemies were too many. 
He said it failed because of iniquity. Sin drains courage. Sin eats certainty. Sin makes a man 
suspicious, hesitant, defensive, and fearful because he knows there is something in him 
that cannot stand the light. The devil knows that a guilty man does not need chains around 
his wrists. He is already chained by what he is hiding. 

By contrast, righteousness gives a man tremendous stability because righteousness aligns 
him with reality. He is not trying to manage two lives. He is not trying to maintain a public 
image while hiding a private disaster. He is not fleeing from every barking dog and every 
passing rumor because he is not built on fraud. “The integrity of the upright shall guide 
them: but the perverseness of transgressors shall destroy them” (Prov. 11:3). There it is 
again. Integrity guides. Perverseness destroys. That is why biblical boldness is not macho 
performance. It is the fruit of alignment with truth. When a man is walking with God, 
confessing sin, judging himself, reading the Book, and keeping short accounts with heaven, 
there is a settled quality about him that frightens people who are used to dealing with 
phonies. He may not be flashy, but he is formidable. He may not be loud, but he is 
unmovable. The righteous are bold as a lion because righteousness gives them something 
this world cannot counterfeit. 

2. The Wicked Man’s Panic Behind the Performance 

The first half of Proverbs 28:1 is just as important as the second. “The wicked flee when no 
man pursueth” (Prov. 28:1). That is one of the finest diagnoses of the lost condition in all the 
Bible. The wicked man is not merely guilty before God. He is inwardly haunted. He is 
running even when there is nothing visible to run from. He hears footsteps where there are 
none. He sees danger where there is no immediate threat. He lives under a cloud because 
sin makes a hunted creature out of a man. When Adam sinned, he hid himself from the 
presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden (Gen. 3:8). Nobody had told Adam 
to run. Nobody had laid a hand on him. Nobody had posted a warrant on him. But guilt had 
already turned him into an escape artist. The first sinner became the first fugitive. That is 
the pattern from Genesis onward. Sin puts a man in flight mode. 

Look at Cain after he murdered Abel. The Lord marks him and says, “a fugitive and a 
vagabond shalt thou be in the earth” (Gen. 4:12). Cain’s whole existence becomes 
wandering, instability, and inward agitation. That is what wickedness does. It can build 
cities, wear suits, make speeches, chair committees, and publish books, but down 
underneath the polished surface there is a tremor. There is a shake in the soul. There is a 
nervous instability that comes from defying a holy God while trying to look normal doing it. 



Job said of the wicked man, “A dreadful sound is in his ears: in prosperity the destroyer 
shall come upon him” (Job 15:21). That is panic in a necktie. That is a man in an expensive 
office who still cannot sleep. That is a public figure with a grin on his face and a storm in his 
chest. He may be admired by fools, but heaven sees the cowardice below the costume. 

This is why worldly boldness always has a theatrical element to it. The wicked man must 
perform fearlessness because he does not possess peace. He must advertise confidence 
because inwardly he is unstable. He must project power because he knows his soul is 
weak. Some of the loudest men on earth are running the hardest from themselves. Some of 
the boldest talkers in religion are the biggest cowards when confronted with the Bible. They 
can sneer at saints, mock old paths, and smirk at holiness, but when the word of God lands 
on the real issue, they start dodging, deflecting, softening, and changing the subject. Why. 
Because the wicked flee when no man pursueth. That verse is not merely a quaint proverb. 
It is a spiritual law. Guilt generates fear. Wickedness breeds instability. A dirty conscience 
can wear a tuxedo, but it still trembles. The world calls that man strong because it judges 
by appearance. God calls him a fugitive. 

3. A Clean Conscience and the Courage to Stand 

The righteous man’s boldness is not rooted in self-righteousness. It is rooted in a 
conscience brought into the light and kept in the light. Paul said, “herein do I exercise 
myself, to have always a conscience void to offence toward God, and toward men” (Acts 
24:16). There is discipline in that verse. There is exercise in that verse. A good conscience is 
not maintained accidentally. It is maintained by judgment, confession, obedience, and 
truthfulness. The man who lives carelessly, excuses sin, and shrugs at compromise will not 
have biblical boldness no matter how impressive his speech may sound. He may have 
nerve, but he will not have holy confidence. Paul could stand before governors, kings, 
mobs, councils, and accusers because he had practiced something modern believers 
neglect. He had practiced keeping his conscience clean. A clean conscience gives a man 
enormous strength because there is no inward prosecutor constantly interrupting him 
while he is trying to stand. 

That does not mean the righteous man never feels fear. Lions know how to face enemies, 
but they are not wooden statues. Biblical boldness is not the absence of all human 
trembling. It is the mastery of trembling by truth. A man can feel the pressure, feel the pain, 
feel the cost, and still refuse to back up because something in him is settled before God. 
Paul told Timothy, “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, 
and of a sound mind” (2 Tim. 1:7). Notice the sound mind. That goes right back to 
conscience and inward order. Fear scatters the mind. Guilt muddies the mind. 
Righteousness stabilizes the mind. A man who has walked with God and cleared the debris 



can think straight when pressure comes. That is half the battle. Most cowards lose before 
the fight starts because their inward life is already in disorder. 

There is a glorious practicality to all of this. The courage to speak for Christ tomorrow is 
connected to what you do with sin tonight. The ability to stand in public is connected to 
whether you bow in private. The lion-like quality of Proverbs 28:1 is not produced by reading 
leadership books, attending confidence seminars, or studying body language. It is 
produced by walking in the fear of the Lord. “In the fear of the Lord is strong confidence” 
(Prov. 14:26). That is Bible. Strong confidence comes from fearing God more than man. 
When a Christian loses the fear of God, he becomes vulnerable to the fear of everything 
else. But when he fears God rightly, other fears start shrinking to their proper size. That is 
why the old saints, who spent time on their knees and time in the Book, often had a quiet 
iron in them that modern polished believers do not possess. They had seen themselves 
before God, judged themselves before God, and found mercy before God. After that, men 
did not look nearly as terrifying. 

4. Boldness Is Not Personality, Volume, or Showmanship 

The world mistakes temperament for courage all the time, and the church has borrowed 
that mistake. Some people are naturally outgoing, naturally confrontational, naturally 
verbal, and naturally comfortable in public. That does not make them bold in the biblical 
sense. It may make them noticeable. It may make them entertaining. It may even make 
them effective in worldly systems. But none of that is the same as holy boldness. Simon 
Peter before Pentecost had plenty of natural forwardness. He could talk fast, act fast, draw 
a sword fast, and promise big things fast. Yet when a little maid challenged him, he folded 
up like a cheap suitcase and denied his Lord with cursing and swearing (Matt. 26:69-74). So 
much for natural bravado. Natural assertiveness without spiritual substance will collapse 
when the true test comes. It can handle noise. It cannot handle cross-pressure. 

There are men in pulpits who are professional barkers. They know how to sound forceful. 
They know how to work a crowd. They know how to deliver a line with just enough 
aggression to make timid people think they are hearing authority. But the real test of 
boldness is not what a man sounds like in a friendly room. The real test is what he does 
when truth costs him something. Does he keep preaching the Book when donors leave. 
Does he keep standing when friends turn. Does he keep speaking plainly when influential 
people pressure him to trim the edge. Does he keep the same convictions in private that he 
celebrates in public. A lot of what passes for boldness is stage craft. It is church 
performance. It is a sanctified version of acting. It impresses people who are shallow 
because shallow people are impressed by surfaces. God, however, tries the reins and the 
hearts (Jer. 17:10). 



Biblical boldness can show up in a loud man or a quiet man, an extrovert or an introvert, a 
preacher or a widow, a missionary or a teenager. The common factor is not personality 
type. The common factor is righteousness before God. John the Baptist had boldness. So 
did Nathan when he faced David and said, “Thou art the man” (2 Sam. 12:7). So did Micaiah 
when he stood alone against four hundred prophets and said what God said anyway (1 
Kings 22:14). So did Stephen when he preached truth to men who were about to stone him 
(Acts 7:51-60). Those men were not clones. They did not all share the same mannerisms. 
What they shared was a willingness to stand with God regardless of the cost. That is the 
thing the modern church keeps confusing. Personality can decorate a man. Only 
righteousness can anchor him. The lion in Proverbs 28:1 is not a mascot for extroversion. It 
is a picture of moral courage. 

5. The World’s Swagger and Heaven’s Verdict 

The world loves swagger because swagger can be consumed like entertainment. It likes 
men and women who flaunt themselves, talk big, project invulnerability, and wear rebellion 
like a crown. It admires those who can say shameless things without blushing and do 
wicked things without apologizing. But heaven never mistakes brazenness for boldness. 
The harlot in Proverbs is described as having “an impudent face” (Prov. 7:13). Impudence is 
not courage. It is shamelessness. There is a difference. Some men are not bold because 
they are righteous. They are simply past blushing. They have burned so much light out of 
their conscience that they can commit folly with a grin. Jeremiah said of Judah, “Were they 
ashamed when they had committed abomination? nay, they were not at all ashamed, 
neither could they blush” (Jer. 6:15). That kind of hardness may look strong to carnal 
observers, but it is actually a stage of judgment. When a man loses the ability to blush, he 
has not become courageous. He has become numb. 

This explains why some of the boldest seeming figures in politics, media, entertainment, 
and apostate religion are among the weakest souls on earth. They can project power while 
inwardly being slaves to lust, pride, fear, money, applause, and devils. They can command 
crowds and still be mastered by every appetite that drags them by the nose. “While they 
promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption” (2 Pet. 2:19). There is 
nothing lion-like about a man who cannot say no to his own flesh. There is nothing truly 
bold about a woman who can defy the moral law in public but cannot kneel in humility 
before the God who made her. There is nothing courageous about a preacher who can roar 
against minor issues but goes whisper-soft when the truth threatens his paycheck. 
Heaven’s verdict is not shaped by camera angles and crowd size. It is shaped by truth. 

The righteous man, by contrast, may not look impressive by worldly standards at all. He 
may be mocked as old-fashioned, narrow, intense, or out of touch. He may be despised 



precisely because his boldness comes with moral clarity instead of cultural trendiness. 
Elijah standing before Ahab was bolder than Ahab on his throne. Naboth refusing to 
surrender his vineyard was bolder than Jezebel with all her manipulations. Daniel opening 
his windows and praying toward Jerusalem was bolder than the princes who engineered 
the decree against him (Dan. 6:10). Why. Because righteousness has a backbone that 
wickedness cannot manufacture. Wickedness can posture. Righteousness can endure. 
Wickedness can boast. Righteousness can stand. Wickedness can dominate a room for a 
moment. Righteousness can outlast a kingdom. That is why the Bible never flatters 
swagger. It exposes it. And it gives the crown of lion-like boldness to the righteous. 

6. Lion-Like Boldness in the Saints of God 

When the Bible says the righteous are bold as a lion, it gives you a picture that is worth 
meditating on. A lion is not in a panic. A lion is not nervously checking the room to see who 
approves. A lion is not constantly rewriting himself to fit the mood of the jungle. There is a 
settled majesty about him. That does not mean he is reckless. It means he is not ruled by 
fear. Scripture uses lion imagery in powerful ways. The devil is described as “a roaring lion” 
seeking whom he may devour (1 Pet. 5:8), but the Lord Jesus Christ is “the Lion of the tribe 
of Juda” (Rev. 5:5). So the righteous man’s boldness is not satanic aggression. It is a 
reflected courage that comes from belonging to the true Lion. He stands because he is 
identified with the King. He does not need to invent courage out of his own nerves. He 
draws strength from the One who conquered death. 

Look at the men and women in Scripture who displayed this lion-like quality. Moses, after 
trembling and arguing at the bush, eventually stood before Pharaoh and delivered God’s 
words again and again. Joshua was told repeatedly, “Be strong and of a good courage” 
(Josh. 1:6). Why. Because courage in God’s service is not optional. It is necessary if a man 
is going to obey in hostile territory. David ran toward Goliath when all Israel was backing up, 
not because David was some comic-book hero, but because David measured the giant in 
relation to the living God (1 Sam. 17:45-47). Esther risked her life to go in before the king 
with the words, “if I perish, I perish” (Esth. 4:16). Those are not stories of flashy 
personalities. They are records of people who came to the place where obedience 
mattered more than self-preservation. 

Then you come to the New Testament and the same principle blazes even brighter. “Now 
when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were unlearned and 
ignorant men, they marvelled” (Acts 4:13). There was the marvel. Not that polished 
scholars could handle a room. Not that trained elites could outtalk the common man. The 
marvel was that ordinary men, identified with Jesus Christ, had a boldness their enemies 
could not explain away. Later the church prayed, “grant unto thy servants, that with all 



boldness they may speak thy word” (Acts 4:29), and “they spake the word of God with 
boldness” (Acts 4:31). There is the lion spirit of righteousness and truth moving into public 
testimony. The same God who made righteous men bold as lions in Proverbs made New 
Testament saints bold in witness after Pentecost. The root never changed. They stood 
because they belonged to Him. 

7. The First Battlefield Is the Heart 

Before boldness ever appears in a sermon, a conversation, a confrontation, or a public 
stand, it must be settled in the heart. The heart is the command center. “Keep thy heart 
with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life” (Prov. 4:23). If the heart is divided, the 
man will be divided. If the heart is compromised, the man will be compromised. If the heart 
is fixed on God, the man will have stability even when storms hit him from every side. David 
said, “My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed” (Ps. 57:7). That fixed heart is the 
birthplace of boldness. A double minded man is unstable in all his ways (James 1:8). A fixed 
heart, however, gives a man inward direction. He may still have to pray through fear, but he 
does not keep renegotiating his allegiance every five minutes. He has already settled who 
his God is, where truth is, and what matters most. 

That is why the cultivation of boldness begins with the cultivation of righteousness. You do 
not become bold by rehearsing bold lines in the mirror. You become bold by walking with 
God until His fear outweighs every lesser fear. You become bold by reading the Book until 
truth gets into your bones. You become bold by confessing what needs confessing, 
forsaking what needs forsaking, and obeying what you already know to obey. “The fear of 
man bringeth a snare: but whoso putteth his trust in the Lord shall be safe” (Prov. 29:25). 
Notice the contrast. Fear of man is a snare. Trust in the Lord is safety. That is why the 
righteous can be bold as a lion. Their safety is not in public approval. It is not in image 
management. It is not in the fluctuating emotions of the crowd. Their safety is in God. Once 
a man really starts believing that, a great deal of human pressure loses its power over him. 

So the first essay in this series must leave the reader with the main issue where the Holy 
Ghost put it. If you want boldness, seek righteousness. If you want courage, seek a clean 
conscience. If you want lion-like steadiness, get your heart fixed on God and your feet 
planted in truth. Stop envying the world’s performers. Stop admiring the wicked for the very 
shamelessness that proves their judgment. Stop confusing noise with courage and swagger 
with strength. Ask God to make you right, and then ask Him to make you stand. The lion-like 
quality the Bible praises is not a gimmick. It is not a trick of delivery. It is not a cultivated 
image. It is the fruit of righteousness in a man who fears God more than he fears the 
opinions of sinners. That is the foundation. Everything else in this series will rise from there. 



Conclusion 

The doctrine of boldness begins in a place the flesh hates because the flesh would rather 
learn performance than pursue holiness. The flesh would rather adopt the mannerisms of a 
bold man than endure the cleansing that produces boldness. It would rather sound strong 
than become right. But the word of God will not let you take that shortcut. “The wicked flee 
when no man pursueth: but the righteous are bold as a lion” (Prov. 28:1). There is the issue 
in one verse. Wickedness produces panic, instability, pretense, and inward flight. 
Righteousness produces steadiness, courage, clarity, and the ability to stand. That is why 
all false boldness eventually breaks down. It is built on image instead of integrity. It is built 
on impulse instead of truth. It is built on nerve instead of righteousness. And when the real 
pressure comes, the show starts falling apart. 

The great need of this hour is not more religious actors, more polished cowards, more 
brand-conscious preachers, or more Christians who know how to appear fearless online 
while living compromised in private. The great need is righteous men and righteous women 
who have judged themselves before God and therefore can stand before men without 
collapsing. The world does not need another swaggering fraud. It needs to see somebody 
whose conscience is clear, whose heart is fixed, whose Bible is open, and whose loyalty to 
Jesus Christ is not for sale. That kind of boldness may not always be flashy, but it has 
weight. It may not always be celebrated, but it has substance. It may not always fill an 
auditorium, but it can shake a city, confound an enemy, strengthen a church, and honor the 
God of the Book. 

So let the opening note of this series ring loud and plain. Boldness is first a moral issue 
before it is ever a ministerial one. It starts with righteousness. It starts with fearing God. It 
starts with walking in truth until your footing gets sure and your conscience gets clean. 
Then, when the day comes to speak, to stand, to rebuke, to witness, to endure, or to suffer, 
there will be something in you that the world cannot explain and hell cannot counterfeit. 
The righteous are bold as a lion. Not because they are naturally tougher. Not because they 
enjoy conflict. Not because they have mastered some public technique. They are bold as a 
lion because they are right with God. And a man who is right with God has already settled 
the biggest issue he will ever face. 

 

 

2 of 7: The Doctrine of Boldness - The Face of Wisdom 

There is a kind of face a man gets from spending too much time with this world, and there is 
a kind of face he gets from spending time in the Book. One is restless, touchy, defensive, 



reactive, and shallow. The other has weight to it. It has stillness in it. It has light in it. 
Solomon asks, “Who is as the wise man? and who knoweth the interpretation of a thing?” 
and then he says, “a man’s wisdom maketh his face to shine, and the boldness of his face 
shall be changed” (Eccl. 8:1). That is a remarkable statement because the Holy Ghost is 
not merely talking about what a man knows in the abstract. He is talking about what that 
knowledge does to the man himself. Wisdom is not presented there as a collection of facts 
piled up in a skull. It is presented as something that gets down into the inward parts and 
works its way outward until the face, the bearing, and the whole carriage of a man are 
altered by it. In other words, truth affects countenance. Light inside produces light outside. 
A man who has understanding from God does not look at life the same way a fool does, and 
eventually he does not carry himself the same way either. 

That is one of the forgotten truths of Scripture. People think boldness is only something that 
erupts when a man speaks publicly, rebukes error, preaches a sermon, or answers an 
enemy. But the Bible reaches deeper than that. The Bible goes beneath the sound of a 
man’s voice and addresses the settled expression of his life. It gets to the face. It gets to the 
eyes. It gets to the tone. It gets to the bearing. The modern world is full of people who have 
hard faces, practiced faces, media faces, fake smiles, angry stares, performance faces, 
and salesmanship faces. But a bold face shaped by wisdom is something different. It is not 
the face of a bully. It is not the face of a clown. It is not the face of a man trying to impress 
you. It is the face of someone who has seen enough truth to stop being jerked around by 
every noise in the street. He is not dazzled by every expert with a degree, every platform 
prophet with a slogan, or every critic with a following. Something in him has become 
settled because God said something, and that changes the man. 

Now that does not mean wisdom makes a man smug, stiff, or self-important. Quite the 
opposite. Biblical wisdom gives a man sobriety without pomposity, steadiness without 
deadness, and boldness without meanness. There are plenty of men who have a rough 
countenance and call it boldness, but it is not boldness at all. It is carnality with a Bible 
verse glued to it. A hard face is not the same as a wise face. A scowl is not the same as 
gravity. Abrasiveness is not authority. There are some men who think that if they glare hard 
enough, bark loud enough, and bruise enough people in conversation, they must be “taking 
a stand.” They are not taking a stand. They are advertising immaturity. Solomon said 
wisdom makes the face shine and changes the boldness of the face (Eccl. 8:1). That means 
wisdom does not merely increase force. It refines force. It does not merely harden a man. It 
orders him. It gives him calm authority. It teaches him when to speak, how to speak, and 
how to hold his ground without becoming a fleshly fool in the process. 

1. Wisdom Begins Where Foolish Men Refuse to Start 



The whole matter begins with the fear of the Lord, because that is where wisdom begins. 
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom” (Ps. 111:10), and “The fear of the Lord is 
the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction” (Prov. 1:7). There is 
your first dividing line. The wise man begins where the fool refuses to bow. He begins with 
God. He begins with reverence. He begins with the recognition that heaven has spoken and 
man had better listen. That immediately changes the man’s inward posture, because a man 
who fears God cannot treat truth like a toy. He cannot treat Scripture like a suggestion. He 
cannot handle eternal things with the flippancy of a talk-show host or the sarcasm of an 
online scoffer. The fear of God puts sobriety in a man. It gives him ballast. It teaches him 
that life is not a game and doctrine is not an accessory. Once that fear gets into him, 
wisdom has a foundation to build on. 

That is why foolish men are so unstable. They reject the beginning point, so they never 
arrive at the right ending point. They want insight without submission, intelligence without 
humility, and confidence without obedience. They want to seem deep while never kneeling. 
They want to critique what God said while remaining strangers to the God who said it. No 
wonder they are always bouncing from trend to trend, theory to theory, expert to expert. 
They have no rock under their feet. James says, “A double minded man is unstable in all his 
ways” (James 1:8). That instability comes from an inward division. He has not settled the 
main question of authority. He has not bowed to the Lord. He has not yielded to the word of 
God. So his face reflects the chaos of his mind. He is continually adjusting, continually 
reacting, continually trying to keep up with the next voice because he never started in the 
one place where wisdom actually begins. 

A man who fears God begins to change even before he says much. He starts to lose the 
nervousness of a man trying to invent truth for himself. He starts to lose the jittery 
uncertainty of a man leaning on his own understanding. “Trust in the Lord with all thine 
heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding” (Prov. 3:5). Once that command is 
obeyed, the soul begins to settle. The wise man is not wise because he figured everything 
out independently. He is wise because he quit enthroning his own understanding and 
submitted to divine revelation. That is why his face shines. That is why the boldness of his 
face is changed. His whole carriage is altered because he is no longer carrying the 
impossible burden of being his own god, his own authority, and his own final interpreter. He 
has bowed before the Lord, and that fear is the doorway into real wisdom. 

2. Inward Light Works Its Way to the Face 

Ecclesiastes 8:1 says, “a man’s wisdom maketh his face to shine” (Eccl. 8:1). That is not 
accidental language. In Scripture, the face is often a mirror of inward condition. When 
Hannah prayed and poured out her soul before the Lord, after the burden had been 



committed to God, the Bible says “her countenance was no more sad” (1 Sam. 1:18). When 
Moses came down from the presence of God, “the skin of his face shone” (Exod. 34:29). 
When Stephen stood before the council, “they saw his face as it had been the face of an 
angel” (Acts 6:15). Those are not random details. The Holy Ghost is showing you that what 
happens inwardly can alter what comes outwardly. Truth, peace, wisdom, and communion 
with God affect expression, bearing, and countenance. The Bible does not divide the 
inward and outward the way shallow religion does. What gets into the heart eventually 
shows up on the face. 

Now the lost world has its own counterfeit shine. It has polished smiles, rehearsed charm, 
camera presence, and public relations gloss. But that is not what Solomon is talking about. 
He is not describing a marketable glow. He is describing the quiet brightness that comes 
from insight under God. Some saints have had a face like that. They were not movie stars. 
They were not trying to radiate anything. They were simply settled men and women who had 
walked with the Lord long enough that a certain calm light seemed to rest upon them. That 
is very different from the glitter of show business and the false shine of manipulation. “The 
light of the righteous rejoiceth: but the lamp of the wicked shall be put out” (Prov. 13:9). 
Notice the contrast. The righteous have light. The wicked have a lamp that goes out. One is 
rooted in life from God. The other is a temporary flame on borrowed oil. 

A wise man’s face shines because wisdom gives him interpretive light. Ecclesiastes 8:1 
begins, “Who is as the wise man? and who knoweth the interpretation of a thing?” (Eccl. 
8:1). There is the connection. He is not fumbling through life as though everything were a 
mystery wrapped in smoke. He has learned something of how to read reality because he 
reads it through the lens of God’s words. That changes the way he receives news, criticism, 
praise, hardship, and temptation. He is not perpetually surprised that men are sinful, that 
the world is crooked, that false teachers rise, that the flesh wars, or that truth is hated. He 
has interpretive categories from Scripture. He knows what he is looking at. And when a man 
knows what he is looking at, he stops wearing the bewildered face of a spiritual tourist. 
Wisdom puts light in the mind, and that light travels to the face. 

3. The Bold Face of Wisdom Is Not the Hard Face of Carnality 

One of the most important distinctions in this study is the difference between a bold face 
and a hard face. Solomon says “the boldness of his face shall be changed” (Eccl. 8:1). He 
does not say the man’s face becomes harder, rougher, uglier, or more abrasive. He says its 
boldness is changed. In other words, wisdom transforms the quality of boldness. There are 
hard-faced men in the Bible, and they are not commended for it. The Lord told Ezekiel, “the 
house of Israel will not hearken unto thee; for they will not hearken unto me: for all the 
house of Israel are impudent and hardhearted” (Ezek. 3:7). Impudence and hardness are 



marks of rebellion there, not spiritual maturity. A face can be hard because the heart is 
hard. A face can be severe because the man is angry, proud, self-protective, or cruel. That 
is not the shining boldness of Ecclesiastes 8:1. That is flesh wearing a stern expression and 
calling itself serious. 

Some men think maturity means learning how to be rough. They believe gravity means 
sounding irritated all the time. They think discernment means becoming impossible to talk 
to. They confuse meanness with conviction and abrasiveness with authority. But that sort 
of thing is often just insecurity in armor. The man is afraid of appearing weak, so he 
compensates by becoming harsh. He is not governed by wisdom. He is governed by the 
flesh. “The wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be 
intreated” (James 3:17). There is your check valve. Wisdom from above has purity in it, yes, 
but it also has peaceableness and gentleness. That does not mean compromise. It means 
heaven’s wisdom does not produce a thug. It produces a man whose strength is under 
control. He can be firm without being savage. He can be clear without being coarse. He can 
rebuke without enjoying the wound. 

The Lord Jesus Christ had the greatest boldness ever displayed by a man on this earth, and 
yet He was no carnal brute. He could look Pharisees in the eye and call them “blind guides” 
and “whited sepulchres” (Matt. 23:24, 27), and He could also receive children, weep over 
Jerusalem, and speak gracious words. There was nothing weak about Him, and nothing 
fleshly about Him either. That is the model wisdom moves toward. It gives a man moral 
force without turning him into a snarling machine. It changes the boldness of his face. So 
the Christian who grows in wisdom should not become a brittle, reactionary crank. He 
should become more settled, more discerning, more grave, and more appropriately 
forceful. His face may carry seriousness, but it will not be the seriousness of malice. It will 
be the seriousness of truth. 

4. Wisdom Makes a Man Steady in an Age of Reactions 

One of the clearest evidences of biblical wisdom is steadiness. The wise man is not yanked 
around by every gust of opinion and every manufactured uproar. Paul says that believers 
are not to be “children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine” 
(Eph. 4:14). That verse is a perfect description of the modern religious scene. Every week 
brings a new outrage, a new fad, a new expert, a new angle, a new controversy, and a new 
prophet of digital confusion. Men run after trends because they lack rootedness. They 
panic because they lack perspective. They overreact because they do not know how to 
interpret a thing. Ecclesiastes 8:1 says the wise man knows “the interpretation of a thing,” 
and therefore his face changes. Of course it changes. He is not constantly startled into 
foolish motion. He knows enough Bible to understand what kind of world he lives in. 



Wisdom produces a tremendous calm authority because it removes the desperation of 
uncertainty. The ignorant man must react strongly because he has not thought deeply. He 
must posture urgently because he lacks settled light. He gets loud quickly because his 
case is weak and his nerves are raw. But the man instructed by Scripture does not need to 
convulse every five minutes. “He that hath knowledge spareth his words: and a man of 
understanding is of an excellent spirit” (Prov. 17:27). There is a beautiful balance there. 
Knowledge restrains words. Understanding improves the spirit. The fool blurts everything. 
The wise man does not. He can wait. He can weigh. He can answer with proportion. He 
does not mistake speed for strength. He does not think a hot take is discernment. Because 
wisdom has slowed him down inwardly, his face carries less panic and more poise. 

That steadiness is desperately needed. The world is training people to have the attention 
span of a sparrow and the emotional stability of a spinning top. Men are learning to live on 
adrenaline, outrage, and perpetual digital stimulation. Then they wonder why they have no 
spiritual gravitas. Gravitas does not grow in a soul constantly rattled by novelty. “Thou wilt 
keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee” (Isa. 26:3). There is the cure. A 
stayed mind leads to peace. A mind that stays on God is not easily thrown off its axis by 
passing madness. The face of wisdom reflects that stayed mind. It does not mean the wise 
man never feels burdened, angry, or grieved. It means those emotions are governed by 
truth instead of governing the man. Wisdom gives him spiritual shock absorbers. He can 
absorb pressure without flying apart. 

5. Wisdom Gives Clarity Without Pride 

There is another danger that must be addressed. A man begins to gain some scriptural 
understanding, and instead of becoming humbler, he becomes puffed up. He gets a little 
truth in his head and acts like he invented it. He speaks as if the Holy Ghost were lucky to 
have him on the team. That is not wisdom. “Knowledge puffeth up, but charity edifieth” (1 
Cor. 8:1). Mere accumulation of facts can inflate a man if those facts are not governed by 
the fear of God and the love of Christ. The wise man of Ecclesiastes 8:1 is not a strutting 
intellectual peacock. He is a man whose face is altered by wisdom, not bloated by 
information. That is why the verse ties wisdom to shining and changed boldness, not to 
arrogance. Real wisdom gives clarity, but it also gives proportion. It gives conviction, but it 
also reminds the man that he is a creature under mercy. 

You can always tell when somebody has learned doctrine without learning God. He gets 
sharp, but not clean. He gets exact, but not gracious. He becomes skilled in analysis but 
poor in spirit. He can identify every heresy except the pride rising in his own chest while he 
is identifying it. That man may become effective in a narrow sense, but he will not carry the 
fragrance of heavenly wisdom. “Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among 



you? let him shew out of a good conversation his works with meekness of wisdom” (James 
3:13). There it is. Meekness of wisdom. Not meekness instead of wisdom, and not wisdom 
without meekness. Meekness of wisdom. Heaven joins the two things carnal men keep 
trying to separate. The truly wise man is not spineless, but neither is he swollen. He has 
nothing to boast in as though he had not received it. 

This matters because boldness without humility turns into self-assertion, and humility 
without boldness turns into cowardice. Wisdom balances both. It tells a man what to say 
and tells him how little credit he deserves for knowing it. Paul could speak with stunning 
authority and yet say, “By the grace of God I am what I am” (1 Cor. 15:10). That is the mark. 
A wise man is not uncertain about the truth, but he is very aware that whatever light he has 
came from above. That produces a face that carries clarity without smugness. The eyes are 
not darting around in insecurity, but neither are they rolling with contempt. The speech is 
not muddy, but neither is it dripping with vanity. Wisdom gives a man a settled sense of 
what is true while keeping him low enough to remember he is not the source of truth. 

6. When Scripture Governs the Mind, the Whole Man Begins to Show It 

The mind is a battlefield, and whatever governs it eventually shapes the whole man. Paul 
says, “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 2:5). He also says, “be 
renewed in the spirit of your mind” (Eph. 4:23). That means the transformation of the 
Christian life is not superficial. God works through truth in the inner man, renewing the 
mind, correcting interpretations, purging imaginations, and teaching the saint how to think 
after Him. Once that starts happening, it cannot remain invisible forever. The face begins to 
reflect it. The words begin to reflect it. The reactions begin to reflect it. The bearing begins 
to reflect it. A man saturated with Scripture starts to show signs of that saturation. He 
becomes less gullible, less erratic, less theatrical, less self-dramatizing. The Book has 
done some ironing in him. 

That is why the devil fights so hard to keep Christians mentally scattered. If he can keep 
them unbiblical in thought, he can keep them unstable in demeanor. If he can keep them 
feeding on a thousand opinions instead of divine revelation, he can keep their countenance 
clouded with confusion. “To be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life 
and peace” (Rom. 8:6). There is the issue again. The mind set on flesh produces death. The 
mind governed by the Spirit produces life and peace. Peace reaches the face. Peace affects 
the tone. Peace changes the whole carriage of a man. Not the peace of passivity, but the 
peace of settled alignment with God. The spiritually minded man is not forever trying to 
look brave. He has rest in his soul, and that rest gives quiet force to everything he does. 



This is one reason the old saints could speak so plainly without seeming frantic. They had 
been marinated in Scripture. They were not trying to invent positions on the fly. They were 
not constructing identity through argument. They had lived with the text until the text had 
gotten into them. “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly” (Col. 3:16). When the word 
dwells richly, it does not remain in one corner of the man. It spreads. It influences thought, 
affection, speech, and countenance. A Bible-governed mind gives rise to a Bible-governed 
face. That does not mean everybody will look identical. It means there will be a 
recognizable gravity, a recognizable poise, and a recognizable light that comes from inward 
government by divine truth. When Scripture sits on the throne of the mind, the whole man 
begins to show the marks of that reign. 

7. The Face of Wisdom Before Men and Before God 

A man’s face says something about where he has been and before whom he has stood. 
Moses’ face shone after being in the presence of God (Exod. 34:29), and though 
Ecclesiastes 8:1 is not limited to that event, the principle harmonizes beautifully. Wisdom 
that comes from God leaves traces on a man. The boldness of his face is changed because 
he has seen beyond the moment. He has learned to read things in the light of eternity. That 
is why the apostles could answer rulers with such calm force. They had more than 
opinions. They had more than arguments. They had conviction born of truth and fellowship 
with Christ. Acts 4:13 says the rulers “took knowledge of them, that they had been with 
Jesus” (Acts 4:13). There it is. Association with the right Person altered the public effect of 
those men. Being with Jesus gave them a kind of boldness that schooling alone could not 
explain. 

That kind of face is desperately needed before men. The world is drowning in synthetic 
personalities. It has no shortage of faces trained for cameras, platforms, negotiations, 
seductions, and manipulations. What it rarely sees is a face shaped by wisdom. A wise 
countenance does not flatter evil, does not panic under pressure, does not smirk at 
holiness, and does not melt when challenged. It can look a king in the eye, a scholar in the 
eye, a mocker in the eye, and say what is right without becoming theatrical about it. Daniel 
had that kind of spirit. The king found in him “an excellent spirit, and knowledge, and 
understanding” (Dan. 5:12). That inward excellence showed outwardly. He was not merely 
clever. He had heavenly steadiness. That is why men trusted him and devils hated him. 

But ultimately the face of wisdom is formed before God before it is displayed before men. 
The soul learns steadiness in secret. It learns interpretation in the Book. It learns fear at the 
throne. It learns boldness by bowing. “But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the 
glory of the Lord, are changed” (2 Cor. 3:18). That verse seals the matter. Open face before 
the Lord leads to change. The more a man beholds God’s truth and submits to it, the more 



he is altered. So when Ecclesiastes 8:1 says the wisdom of a man makes his face shine and 
changes the boldness of his face, it is giving you one more proof that biblical truth is never 
merely academic. It transforms. It reaches the surface from the depths. It gives a man a 
face that does not belong to this age because his mind is being governed by a Book that did 
not come from this world. 

Conclusion 

The doctrine of boldness cannot be understood rightly unless it is joined to wisdom. 
Righteousness makes a man bold as a lion, but wisdom teaches that lion where to stand, 
when to move, how to look, and how to carry his strength without turning into a beast. 
Ecclesiastes 8:1 gives you a marvelous insight into the practical effects of divine truth. 
Wisdom makes the face shine, and the boldness of the face is changed. That means God’s 
truth is not content to stay in the filing cabinets of the intellect. It reaches the countenance. 
It refines demeanor. It produces gravity without gloom, calm without compromise, and 
firmness without fleshly harshness. The wise man does not wear the face of a frightened 
opportunist because he has learned the interpretation of things from the God who wrote 
the script of history. 

That is why ignorance is so dangerous. It does not merely leave a man uninformed. It leaves 
him unstable. It leaves him vulnerable to every passing trend, every loud critic, every 
fashionable theory, and every emotional stampede that comes down the pike. A fool has no 
interpretive anchor, so his face reflects panic, irritation, pride, or confusion. He may hide it 
under bluster, but it is there. Wisdom, by contrast, gives him a settled look because he is 
settled in his mind. He knows whom he has believed. He knows where truth stands. He 
knows that God is not wringing His hands over the latest outrage. He knows that the Bible 
did not become uncertain because the culture got loud. That steadiness is written on the 
wise man’s face, heard in his speech, and felt in his bearing. 

So the call in this essay is plain. Seek not a hard face, but a wise one. Seek not the glare of 
carnality, but the shine of understanding. Seek not the noisy confidence of the flesh, but 
the quiet authority that comes from fearing God, loving His words, and letting Scripture 
govern the mind. Let the Book renew your thoughts until your countenance is no longer that 
of a man jerked around by every headline and every heckler. Let wisdom do its deep work 
until your face, your speech, and your bearing begin to testify that you have been with God. 
Then, when you stand before men, there will be more than mere force in you. There will be 
light. There will be gravity. There will be a changed boldness. And that is the face of wisdom. 

 

 



3 of 7: The Doctrine of Boldness - When Preachers Stop Apologizing 

There is a sickness in the modern pulpit that can be smelled before it is defined. It is the 
smell of apology. It is the odor of a man standing behind an open Bible while acting as 
though he has been assigned the unpleasant task of defending something embarrassing. 
He reads a verse, then spends ten minutes cushioning it, sanding it, softening it, trimming 
it, qualifying it, rephrasing it, and assuring the crowd that he is not one of those “extreme” 
fellows who actually means what the Book just said. He warns, but then apologizes for the 
warning. He preaches judgment, but then rushes to calm the room like a nervous airline 
attendant. He mentions hell, sin, wrath, repentance, separation, blood atonement, or the 
new birth, and then immediately starts smiling as though he needs to prove he is still 
socially safe. That is not apostolic preaching. That is public relations with a Bible in its 
hand. The apostles never handled the word of God like a dangerous public relations 
liability. They handled it like the sword of the Spirit (Eph. 6:17). 

When you come to Acts 4, you are not reading about polished platform personalities with 
media training and donor sensitivity seminars. You are reading about men who had been 
with Jesus Christ, and that fellowship came out of their mouths when pressure hit them. 
“Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were 
unlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled; and they took knowledge of them, that they 
had been with Jesus” (Acts 4:13). That verse is one of the great rebukes to religious 
professionalism in the whole New Testament. The rulers did not marvel at their degrees, 
their rhetorical polish, their wardrobe, their social balance, or their ability to charm a 
hostile room. They marvelled at their boldness. And that boldness was traced not to 
institutional pedigree but to fellowship with Christ. Those men were not carrying a 
denominational brand strategy. They were carrying truth. And because they had been with 
the right Person, they were able to speak the right words when the wrong people were 
glaring at them. 

That is where New Testament boldness must be understood. It is not pulpit theater. It is not 
rude performance. It is not a red-faced exhibition of fleshly irritation dressed up as zeal. It is 
the Spirit-enabled refusal to soften what God said just because the audience does not like 
it. It is the holy unwillingness to round off every sharp edge of divine revelation in order to 
keep everybody comfortable. The church does not need more polished cowards who can 
package truth until it sounds like a counseling podcast. It needs men who will open the 
Book, preach it plainly, and let the chips fall where they may. The world has never been 
changed by timid men who were afraid to be disliked. The men God used in Acts were not 
careless with souls, but neither were they terrified of faces. They feared God enough to tell 



the truth, and they loved Christ enough to suffer for it. That is the doctrine of boldness in 
public witness, and it is a doctrine this generation desperately needs. 

1. The Apostolic Pattern Was Plain Speech Under Pressure 

Acts 4 does not take place in a comfortable church conference with friendly faces and a 
soft invitation hymn playing in the background. It takes place in the aftermath of a miracle, 
a sermon, an arrest, and a formal confrontation with hostile religious authorities. Peter and 
John have healed the lame man in Acts 3 through the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and 
Peter has preached directly to the people, saying, “ye denied the Holy One and the Just, 
and desired a murderer to be granted unto you” (Acts 3:14). That is not the language of a 
man trying to preserve broad appeal. That is not a sermon crafted to leave every 
constituency feeling affirmed. That is plain speech aimed at conscience. Then in Acts 4 the 
rulers, elders, scribes, Annas, Caiaphas, and the religious establishment drag them in and 
demand by what power or by what name they have done this thing (Acts 4:5-7). That is 
pressure. That is intimidation. That is the machinery of organized religion putting the 
screws to men who preached Christ too plainly. 

Peter’s answer is one of the finest examples of New Testament boldness anywhere in the 
Bible. “Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto them” (Acts 4:8). There is the source 
right there. He does not answer as a temperamental hothead, an insecure brawler, or a 
man showing off verbal muscle. He answers filled with the Holy Ghost. Then he states the 
matter plainly, and before he is done he declares, “This is the stone which was set at 
nought of you builders, which is become the head of the corner” (Acts 4:11), and then he 
drives the nail in with, “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name 
under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). There is no 
apology in that statement. There is no interfaith softness in it. There is no careful nod to 
religious inclusivity. Peter does not act embarrassed that the gospel is exclusive. He does 
not apologize for the narrow gate. He declares it. 

That is the apostolic pattern. Plain speech under pressure. Truth in the face of hostility. 
Clarity when the room wants vagueness. If a man cannot preach plainly when the faces 
grow hard, he does not have apostolic boldness, no matter how entertaining he can be in a 
friendly environment. The rulers were not upset because Peter and John were unclear. They 
were upset because they were clear. They were not offended because the apostles failed to 
connect. They were offended because the apostles connected too well. This is what 
modern preachers keep forgetting. A sermon that never pinches anybody may be very 
smooth, but it is not much like the sermons in Acts. When God’s men preached in the New 
Testament, conviction landed. Resistance rose. Pressure came. And the apostles did not 
respond by apologizing for the truth that caused the reaction. 



2. Men Who Had Been with Jesus Did Not Sound Like Publicists 

Acts 4:13 says the rulers “took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus.” That is 
one of the greatest marks of a preacher there is. Not that he has been with trends. Not that 
he has been with consultants. Not that he has been with the latest communication experts 
who teach him how to say nothing in the smoothest possible way. They took knowledge 
that these men had been with Jesus. That fellowship had not made them fashionable. It 
had made them fearless. It had not made them vague. It had made them plain. It had not 
made them sophisticated by worldly standards. It had made them spiritually recognizable. 
The greatest need in the ministry is not more polish. It is more presence with Christ. A man 
who has been with Jesus Christ will eventually stop acting like the Bible needs to be saved 
from embarrassment. 

Modern religion has produced a generation of pulpiteers who sound like publicists for a 
nervous corporation. They spend more time managing perception than declaring truth. 
They do not preach a text so much as negotiate with it. They stand over the verse like a 
lawyer trying to get his client acquitted of being too direct. They do not want the audience 
to feel the weight of divine speech. They want the audience to feel reassured that nothing 
too severe will happen in the next thirty minutes. They fear being called harsh more than 
they fear misrepresenting God. But the apostles were not trained in that cowardice. They 
had stood near the Lord Jesus Christ and listened to Him speak to Pharisees, scribes, 
rulers, sinners, and disciples with absolute moral clarity. They had watched Him say, “Ye 
must be born again” (John 3:7). They had heard Him say, “Except ye repent, ye shall all 
likewise perish” (Luke 13:3). They had watched the Truth incarnate refuse to flatter men 
into hell. 

If a preacher spends enough time with Jesus in the Book, he will begin to sound less like a 
therapist and more like a witness. He will not become cruel, but he will cease being 
apologetic. He will realize that his task is not to make rebels feel respected in their 
rebellion. His task is to testify. “We cannot but speak the things which we have seen and 
heard” (Acts 4:20). There is the apostolic nerve. Not, “We must keep speaking so long as it 
does not damage our reach.” Not, “We will continue the conversation in a more nuanced 
and inclusive tone.” No. “We cannot but speak.” That is what happens when a man has 
actually been with Jesus. He stops acting like truth is optional and starts speaking like it is 
unavoidable. 

3. Boldness Is Not Fleshly Performance but Holy Ghost Power 

Now it has to be said plainly that biblical boldness is not the same thing as carnal 
aggression. There are men who can bark, glare, slam pulpits, and throw verbal elbows, but 



that does not prove they have any more of God on them than a junkyard dog. Flesh can be 
loud. Flesh can be confrontational. Flesh can work up a room. Flesh can wear the costume 
of forcefulness. But the boldness of Acts 4 is not a stunt of temperament. “Then Peter, filled 
with the Holy Ghost, said unto them” (Acts 4:8). There is the fountainhead. Holy Ghost 
boldness is not man’s personality turned up to maximum volume. It is God giving a man 
courage, clarity, and utterance for a moment of witness. It may come through a naturally 
quiet man or a naturally forceful man, but in either case the source is not the flesh. It is the 
Spirit of God. 

This is why some of the boldest men in Scripture were not theatrical men at all. Stephen, 
“full of faith and power” (Acts 6:8), speaks with such authority that his enemies are cut to 
the heart (Acts 7:54). Paul reasons, testifies, rebukes, and declares truth before governors 
and kings without ever sounding like a carnival performer. Even when he is under chains, 
his speech has more liberty than the speech of free men. Why. Because the Spirit of God 
can put more force in one plain sentence from a yielded man than flesh can put in an hour 
of religious dramatics. “My speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man’s 
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power” (1 Cor. 2:4). That verse does not 
mean dullness. It means the real force in preaching is not marketing polish. It is God on the 
truth. 

Some men need to hear this because they think the cure for apologetic preaching is to 
become abrasive. It is not. The cure is to be filled with the Spirit and governed by the Book. 
A preacher can stop apologizing for Scripture without turning into a fleshly boor. He can be 
direct without being theatrical. He can be plain without being petty. He can thunder where 
the text thunders and plead where the text pleads. The Lord Jesus Christ and His apostles 
knew how to do both. The problem with modern preaching is not merely that it has become 
soft. It has become self-conscious. It is too aware of image, too aware of reaction, too 
aware of optics. Holy Ghost boldness delivers a man from that vanity. It sets him free to say 
what God said because the fear of God has eclipsed the fear of faces. 

4. Religious Intimidation Is Often Worse Than Worldly Opposition 

One of the striking things in Acts 4 is that the intimidation comes not from pagans in a 
marketplace but from the religious establishment. The rulers, elders, scribes, chief priests, 
and recognized spiritual authorities are the ones trying to silence the apostles. That pattern 
repeats all through the Gospels and Acts. The sharpest opposition to bold preaching often 
comes from men who already have Bibles, institutions, robes, titles, and religious 
reputations. It is one thing to face a drunk in the street. It is another thing to face a council 
of polished religionists who know how to use sacred language while hating the truth. That is 
exactly what Peter and John faced. The men in charge were not opposed to spirituality in 



the abstract. They were opposed to Jesus Christ specifically. That is why they command the 
apostles “not to speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesus” (Acts 4:18). 

That same spirit is alive and well. A preacher can mention prayer, values, compassion, 
community, and uplift, and many religious people will smile like trained seals. But let him 
preach the blood, the exclusivity of Christ, the new birth, judgment, separation from the 
world, and the absolute authority of the word of God, and the knives come out. Suddenly 
he is “unbalanced,” “negative,” “divisive,” “harsh,” or “stuck in the past.” What changed. 
Truth got specific. The issue became Christ instead of vague religiosity. Religious 
intimidation is dangerous because it pressures a preacher not merely with hostility but with 
the threat of being seen as the unreasonable one. It wraps cowardice in the language of 
moderation. It tries to make bold men feel guilty for being plain. But Peter and John would 
not buy that game. “Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than 
unto God, judge ye” (Acts 4:19). That is a wonderful answer. It puts the issue where it 
belongs. Who has the higher claim, God or men. 

A preacher must learn this early or he will be manipulated by the soft tyranny of religious 
respectability. There will always be men who want him to speak, but not too plainly. To 
preach, but not too pointedly. To have convictions, but not on the wrong subjects. To 
mention doctrine, but not the doctrines that offend respectable rebels. If he lives for their 
approval, he will soon become their puppet. Paul asked, “For do I now persuade men, or 
God. or do I seek to please men. for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of 
Christ” (Gal. 1:10). There is the line in the sand. You cannot be a servant of Christ and a 
hostage to the approval of religious men at the same time. At some point the preacher 
must decide whether he belongs to the council or to the Christ the council rejected. 

5. The Church Prayed for More Boldness, Not Better Public Relations 

When Peter and John are released in Acts 4, they do not return to the brethren and start a 
seminar on messaging strategy. They do not propose a softer tone so the next arrest might 
be avoided. They do not suggest rebranding the witness in a less confrontational format. 
They pray. And what they pray for is revealing. “And now, Lord, behold their threatenings: 
and grant unto thy servants, that with all boldness they may speak thy word” (Acts 4:29). 
That is one of the healthiest prayer requests in the New Testament. Not, “Lord, remove all 
difficulty.” Not, “Lord, keep us from ever upsetting anybody.” Not, “Lord, help us say it in 
such a balanced way that the enemies of Christ feel fully understood.” No. “Grant unto thy 
servants, that with all boldness they may speak thy word.” That is the church asking God for 
more nerve to keep doing the very thing that got them threatened in the first place. 



That request exposes the pathetic condition of modern prayer meetings. Much of 
contemporary religion spends its energy praying for comfort, ease, acceptance, success 
metrics, and favorable circumstances. The saints in Acts prayed for boldness. They knew 
the issue was not merely the removal of external pressure. The issue was inward 
strengthening to speak under pressure. Then the Lord answered. “And when they had 
prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together. and they were all filled 
with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness” (Acts 4:31). There is 
the sequence. Threats. Prayer. Filling. Bold speech. God did not answer by erasing all 
danger from the map. He answered by increasing courage in the witnesses. That is the kind 
of answer that makes churches dangerous to the kingdom of darkness. 

It also shows that boldness must be sought continually. The apostles had already shown 
boldness, yet they prayed for more. A preacher can never afford to assume that yesterday’s 
courage is enough for today’s conflict. He must seek fresh help from God to keep preaching 
plainly. The fear of man is a persistent snare (Prov. 29:25). Pressure is real. Threats are real. 
Weariness is real. The temptation to soften a message after repeated blowback is real. So 
the answer is not to trust natural toughness. The answer is to go back to God for continued 
filling and continued courage. The preacher who stops praying for boldness will eventually 
start apologizing for truth. The church that stops praying for boldness will soon settle for 
polished sermons that offend nobody and rescue nobody. 

6. The Gospel Has Hard Edges That Must Not Be Sanded Down 

One reason preachers apologize is because the Bible contains truths that strike the pride 
of man like a hammer. The gospel is not flattering. It does not tell man he is misunderstood. 
It tells him he is lost. It does not tell him he needs a little spiritual encouragement. It tells 
him he needs to be born again (John 3:7). It does not say that Christ is one helpful option 
among many. It says, “Neither is there salvation in any other” (Acts 4:12). It does not 
whisper that sin is unfortunate. It declares that “the wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23). It 
does not present repentance as a minor emotional adjustment. It commands, “God now 
commandeth all men every where to repent” (Acts 17:30). Those are hard edges to the 
natural man. And because modern preachers are terrified of being thought severe, they 
spend half their ministry trying to sand down the very edges God put there for a reason. 

But once you start sanding down the Bible, where do you stop. Do you soften hell until it 
becomes a metaphor. Do you soften wrath until it becomes divine disappointment. Do you 
soften sin until it becomes brokenness. Do you soften repentance until it becomes 
reflection. Do you soften faith until it becomes vague spirituality. Do you soften separation 
until it becomes personal preference. Do you soften judgment until it becomes an 
outdated concept. That is the road modern preaching has taken, and the result is a weak, 



padded, upholstered religion that cannot wake a drunk sinner or strengthen a suffering 
saint. Paul told Timothy, “Preach the word” (2 Tim. 4:2). He did not say repackage it until no 
one can tell what it originally meant. He said preach it. Then he said, “reprove, rebuke, 
exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine” (2 Tim. 4:2). There is force in those verbs. 
Reprove. Rebuke. Exhort. That is not the language of a man trying not to make waves. 

The preacher’s job is not to remove every offense from the Bible except the offense of the 
cross. The truth is, the cross itself is offensive because it declares the bankruptcy of man 
and the sufficiency of Christ. “But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a 
stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness” (1 Cor. 1:23). Paul did not say, “Since 
they find it foolish and offensive, let us present a more accessible alternative.” He preached 
it anyway. That is the pattern. If a man trims every edge that cuts the natural man, he will 
soon have no sword left. The Bible is called a sword for a reason (Heb. 4:12; Eph. 6:17). 
Swords are not given to ministers so they can wrap them in velvet and apologize for the 
blade. 

7. The World Has Never Been Changed by Timid Men 

History, Scripture, and experience all testify to the same truth. The world has never been 
changed by timid men who were afraid to be disliked. Noah condemned the world by faith 
while building the ark (Heb. 11:7). Moses chose affliction with the people of God rather 
than the pleasures of Egypt (Heb. 11:24-25). Elijah stood against the prophets of Baal on 
Carmel. John the Baptist told Herod, “It is not lawful for thee to have thy brother’s wife” 
(Mark 6:18). Peter stood at Pentecost and charged Israel with crucifying Christ (Acts 2:23, 
36). Paul went from city to city preaching in the face of beatings, imprisonment, 
contradiction, and mockery. Those men did not change anything because they were 
tactless. They changed things because they feared God more than the reaction of men. 
They did not apologize for truth until it became a harmless little opinion. They declared it as 
revelation from God. 

The great tragedies in church history have often come when men with light lacked nerve. 
They saw the compromise, knew the issue, detected the drift, and recognized the 
corruption, but they lacked the courage to say so while there was still time. They wanted 
peace with the brethren more than purity in doctrine. They wanted acceptance in the 
system more than approval at the judgment seat. So they delayed, softened, hedged, and 
temporized until the rot spread. “Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and 
shew my people their transgression” (Isa. 58:1). God did not tell His servants to whisper 
while the house burned. He told them to cry aloud. A trumpet is not an apology instrument. 
It is an alarm instrument. When danger is present, boldness becomes an act of love. 



This does not mean every preacher must have the same temperament, the same style, or 
the same volume. It means every true preacher must have enough fear of God to tell the 
truth when it costs him something. That is why Paul could say, “having therefore obtained 
help of God, I continue unto this day, witnessing both to small and great” (Acts 26:22). 
There is the perseverance of bold witness. Small and great. Friendly and hostile. Interested 
and irritated. It is all the same if God has spoken. The church is not dying for lack of 
polished communicators. It is dying for lack of witnesses. It does not need more men who 
know how to read a room. It needs men who know how to read the Book and speak it 
without apology. 

Conclusion 

When preachers stop apologizing, something healthy begins to happen. The fog starts to 
lift. The sheep hear a clear sound. Sinners feel the weight of truth. The religious charlatans 
get uncomfortable. The atmosphere changes because the word of God is no longer being 
handled like a fragile antique that might offend donors if displayed too plainly. It is being 
handled as the living speech of God. That is what made the difference in Acts 4. Peter and 
John were not better spin doctors than the Sanhedrin. They were better witnesses because 
they had been with Jesus Christ and were filled with the Holy Ghost. When threatened, they 
did not retreat into nuance. They spoke. When commanded to be silent, they said, “We 
cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20). That is the 
heartbeat of bold ministry. 

This generation has been overfed on polished cowards. It has had plenty of stage lights, 
sermon series branding, emotional manipulation, image management, and carefully 
balanced language that never quite says what God said. It has heard enough religious men 
apologize for the exclusivity of Christ, the reality of hell, the authority of Scripture, and the 
necessity of repentance. What it needs now are men who will open the Book and stand 
there until either heaven sends power or hell sends opposition, and then stand there still. 
Such men will not always be admired. They will often be resisted, misrepresented, 
mocked, and isolated. But they will be useful. And usefulness to God is better than 
admiration from cowards. 

So let the lesson stand plain in this third essay of the series. New Testament boldness is 
not rude performance, religious swagger, or pulpit theater. It is the Spirit-enabled refusal to 
soften what God said just because the audience does not like it. It is plain preaching under 
pressure. It is truth spoken in the face of threats. It is a church praying for boldness rather 
than safety. It is a witness who has been with Jesus Christ and therefore cannot act 
embarrassed by the words of Jesus Christ. When preachers stop apologizing, the church 



may lose some applause, but it regains its voice. And once the church regains its voice, the 
world is forced to hear from God again. 

 

 

4 of 7: The Doctrine of Boldness - Boldness Through Battle 

There is a kind of boldness that can only be talked about in a padded room, under soft 
lights, with no enemies in sight and no price attached. It is the kind of boldness men brag 
about before they have ever lost anything for Christ. It is the sort of courage that fits nicely 
in a conference brochure, looks good in a social media caption, and evaporates the first 
time the pressure becomes personal. It is easy for a man to imagine himself fearless when 
nobody has hit him yet. It is easy to sound brave when the crowd is with him, the doors are 
open, the applause is warm, and the cost is theoretical. But the New Testament does not 
waste much time admiring imaginary courage. It puts boldness in the furnace and sees 
what is left when the smoke clears. That is why Paul says, “But even after that we had 
suffered before, and were shamefully entreated, as ye know, at Philippi, we were bold in our 
God to speak unto you the gospel of God with much contention” (1 Thess. 2:2). That is not 
the language of a man who read about conflict in a book. That is the testimony of a man 
who got blood on his shirt and kept walking. 

That verse exposes a great deal of modern softness. Paul does not say they were bold 
before the trouble came. He says they were bold after they had already suffered and been 
shamefully entreated. In other words, they did not lose their nerve after taking a hit. They 
found deeper nerve in God through the hit. That is a level of Christianity foreign to comfort-
addicted religion. Much of what passes for boldness today has never been tested by 
deprivation, rejection, slander, betrayal, imprisonment, poverty, or pain. It has never had to 
preach after being publicly humiliated. It has never had to stand after being cut off, 
misrepresented, ridiculed, or deserted. So it remains thin. It remains ornamental. It 
remains mostly talk. But when a man has suffered for the truth and kept going, something 
changes in him. The opinions of men lose some of their tyranny. The need to be admired 
begins to die. The vanity that once made him careful starts burning off. He gets simplified. 
He gets reduced to essentials. He gets brought to the place where honoring the Lord 
matters more than protecting his own image. 

That is why some of the boldest men in the Bible were not men with easy lives. They were 
men who had already paid something. They had already discovered the world could wound 
them, religion could betray them, friends could disappoint them, and the devil could press 
them hard, yet Christ was still worth obeying. Once a man learns that lesson in the furnace, 



he becomes dangerous to the kingdom of darkness. He is no longer as manageable by fear 
because fear has already done its worst in some area and found him still standing. That 
does not mean suffering automatically makes a man bold. Some men get hit and become 
bitter, soft, or silent. But if suffering drives a man deeper into God, then it can forge a kind 
of boldness that no easy life ever produces. The soldier who has been under fire does not 
talk the same way as the recruit who has only polished his boots. And the Christian who 
has suffered with Christ and for Christ learns truths about boldness that no classroom can 
teach. Boldness through battle is not a slogan. It is forged metal. 

1. The Furnace Reveals Whether Boldness Was Real or Imagined 

One of the first things battle does is reveal whether a man’s courage was actual or only 
imagined. Anybody can talk big before the shot is fired. Peter swore up and down that 
though all men should be offended because of Christ, he never would be (Matt. 26:33). 
That sounded noble in the upper room. It sounded brave in theory. But when the pressure 
closed in and a servant girl challenged him, the same man denied the Lord with oaths and 
curses (Matt. 26:69-74). Why. Because boldness that has never been tested often 
overestimates itself. A man may have strong feelings, sincere intentions, good vocabulary, 
and real enthusiasm, but none of that equals proven courage. The battle reveals whether 
what he had was steel or painted wood. There are multitudes of Christians who think they 
are bold because they have opinions. Battle will tell them whether those opinions are 
anchored deeply enough to survive pain. 

That is why God allows testing. “The trial of your faith, being much more precious than of 
gold that perisheth” (1 Pet. 1:7), is not there to amuse heaven. It is there to reveal and 
refine. A man may think he believes the Bible strongly until believing it costs him a 
relationship, a reputation, an opportunity, a paycheck, or his place in a religious network. 
Then the truth comes out. Then the hidden motives start surfacing. Then the flesh starts 
bargaining for survival. Then he finds out whether he really believes what he said he 
believed, or whether he merely enjoyed sounding like a man who did. Pressure tells the 
truth about us. It squeezes the tube and shows what is inside. A lot of what men call 
boldness is merely untested confidence. It disappears the moment it meets real 
opposition. 

The wonderful thing is that God can use even a man’s collapse to teach him where true 
boldness comes from. Peter’s failure did not finish him. It emptied him. It stripped him. It 
cured him, at least in large measure, of confidence in his own bravado. Then after the 
resurrection and after Pentecost, you see a different Peter. You see a man whose courage is 
no longer based on his opinion of himself but on the filling of the Holy Ghost and the 
certainty of the risen Christ (Acts 2:14; Acts 4:8). That is often how God works. He lets 



imagined courage crack so that real courage can be forged. Better a man learn through 
battle that he is weak and Christ is strong than spend his life bragging about a boldness he 
does not actually possess. 

2. Shameful Treatment Can Either Silence a Man or Sharpen Him 

Paul says in 1 Thessalonians 2:2 that “after that we had suffered before, and were 
shamefully entreated, as ye know, at Philippi,” they were still bold in God. That phrase 
“shamefully entreated” is important. It is not just suffering in the abstract. It is humiliating 
suffering. It is pain with disgrace attached to it. In Philippi they were beaten openly, cast 
into prison, and treated like criminal refuse for preaching Christ (Acts 16:22-24). That sort 
of treatment gets under a man’s skin because it strikes not only the body but the 
reputation. It says, in effect, we do not just oppose your message, we will publicly disgrace 
you while opposing it. That kind of thing has silenced many men. They could bear 
discomfort, but they could not bear dishonor. They could endure an inconvenience, but 
they could not endure humiliation. 

That is where many modern preachers break. They can survive fatigue. They can survive a 
hard season. They can survive criticism from pagans. But shameful treatment, especially 
when it comes through religious channels, shakes them badly because it strikes the flesh 
where the flesh is most tender. The flesh wants to be seen as reasonable, respectable, 
balanced, and useful. It wants a good name among the people it values. So when men lie, 
smear, mock, misrepresent, or freeze a preacher out of the respectable circle, he feels the 
loss sharply. But those moments are often the turning points where God asks him whether 
he is in the ministry for applause or for obedience. “Blessed are ye, when men shall revile 
you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake” 
(Matt. 5:11). That is not a blessing the flesh naturally wants, but it is a blessing the Lord 
pronounced with His own mouth. 

Paul and Silas, after being beaten and imprisoned in Philippi, did not spend the night 
composing self-defense statements. They “prayed, and sang praises unto God” (Acts 
16:25). There is the secret. If a man can sing in the stocks, he is already starting to win. If he 
can bless God after being publicly shamed for the truth, then the devil has not gotten what 
he came for. He wanted silence. He wanted discouragement. He wanted inward collapse. 
Instead he got singing. Instead he got prayer. Instead he got an earthquake and a jailer 
converted. Shameful treatment, when received in fellowship with Christ, can sharpen a 
man instead of shutting him down. It can teach him that being honored by God is better 
than being admired by men. 

3. Contention Is Not a Sign You Missed God 



Paul says they spoke “the gospel of God with much contention” (1 Thess. 2:2). There is a 
phrase modern religion hates. Much contention. The average church growth expert would 
read that and assume somebody had made a serious messaging mistake. But Paul 
mentions it as part of the normal environment of faithful witness. He does not act startled 
that contention showed up. He treats it as expected. Why. Because truth, when plainly 
declared in a crooked world, creates friction. The New Testament never teaches that 
faithful preaching will remove all contention. It teaches that faithful preaching often causes 
it. Jesus Christ Himself said, “Suppose ye that I am come to give peace on earth. I tell you, 
Nay; but rather division” (Luke 12:51). That does not mean He loved confusion for its own 
sake. It means truth draws lines. 

A great many believers lose heart because they think contention automatically means they 
have missed the will of God. Not necessarily. Sometimes it means they have landed right in 
the middle of it. Elijah had contention on Carmel. Jeremiah had contention in Jerusalem. 
John the Baptist had contention in Herod’s court. Paul had contention nearly everywhere 
he went. In Iconium there was “a long time” of bold speaking, but the city was divided (Acts 
14:1-4). In Thessalonica there was an uproar (Acts 17:5-8). In Ephesus there was confusion 
and wrath (Acts 19:23-29). That kind of contention is not always evidence of failure. It is 
often evidence that truth has touched a nerve. The gospel is not a sedative for rebellious 
pride. It is a confrontation. 

Now that does not justify a quarrelsome spirit. A preacher can create unnecessary 
contention through pride, poor timing, fleshly insults, and self-importance. But there is a 
kind of contention that no amount of tact can eliminate because it rises from the offense of 
truth itself. The key is whether the man is suffering for being faithful or for being foolish. If 
he is faithful and still faces opposition, he should not assume God has abandoned him. He 
may be discovering what Paul meant by boldness in contention. Some of the strongest 
boldness in Scripture is not the kind that stands in a clear field with everybody cheering. It 
is the kind that keeps preaching while the air is thick with hostility. Contention, in such 
cases, is not the negation of boldness. It is the proving ground of it. 

4. Persecution Burns Off Vanity 

There are some things in a man that will not come off except by heat. Vanity is one of them. 
A man may preach sincerely and still be mixed. He may love Christ and still love reputation 
too much. He may tell the truth and still enjoy the compliments that come from telling it. 
He may appear fearless and yet secretly live off the approval of his tribe. Then persecution 
comes, and God uses it like a furnace. Suddenly the invitations dry up. Suddenly the 
friendly comments become sharp. Suddenly the circle that once applauded gets quiet or 
turns hostile. Suddenly the cost of standing rises higher than the flesh expected. And in 



that furnace, the Lord begins burning off the rubbish. “Our light affliction, which is but for a 
moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory” (2 Cor. 4:17). 
Affliction works. It does something. It is not pleasant, but it is productive. 

A man who has never suffered for the truth is always in danger of confusing giftedness with 
usefulness and applause with blessing. But once he has been through battle, he starts 
seeing things differently. He realizes that crowds can be fickle, religious people can be 
cowardly, institutions can be compromised, and public favor can vanish overnight. He also 
realizes that none of that changes the Bible. The truth was true before he was applauded 
and remains true after he is criticized. That realization is liberating. It breaks the spell of 
vanity. It teaches him not to draw life from reaction. Paul could say, “with me it is a very 
small thing that I should be judged of you, or of man’s judgment” (1 Cor. 4:3). Men quote 
that verse easily. Living it usually takes a furnace. Persecution can shrink human judgment 
down to its actual size. 

This is one reason some suffering saints carry more weight in a room than ten polished 
young hotshots with perfect delivery. The suffering saint has been cooked. He has had 
some illusions burned out of him. He is less interested in being impressive and more 
interested in being true. He has seen how quickly men can turn. He has felt the loneliness 
of standing. He has watched human support evaporate and divine faithfulness remain. That 
puts iron into the soul. It also puts humility there. The man is no longer peacocking around 
like the ministry exists to showcase him. The battle has taught him that if God does not 
sustain him, he is finished. And once vanity starts dying, boldness often gets stronger 
because the man has less left to protect. 

5. The Hardest Pressure Often Comes from Religious People 

Some of the fiercest battles in Scripture did not come from openly pagan enemies but from 
religious men who claimed to represent God. That is still true. The preacher who stands for 
the old Book, the blood atonement, the exclusivity of Christ, separation from the world, and 
the plain meaning of Scripture will often find more trouble from polished religion than from 
outright infidelity. The Pharisees opposed Christ. The Sanhedrin opposed the apostles. The 
Judaizers opposed Paul. Diotrephes loved the preeminence and opposed apostolic 
authority (3 John 9-10). Religious pressure is often more painful than worldly pressure 
because it comes wrapped in spiritual language. It does not merely call a man wrong. It 
calls him unloving, unbalanced, divisive, outdated, and lacking a proper spirit. It tries to 
shame him with respectability. 

Paul knew what that felt like. Again and again he was hounded not just by idolaters but by 
religious legalists, false brethren, and jealous Jews. He speaks of being “in perils among 



false brethren” (2 Cor. 11:26). Those words carry weight. False brethren can hurt a man 
deeply because they know the language, know the pressure points, and know how to make 
compromise sound pious. They can oppose courage while pretending to defend unity. They 
can rebuke boldness while calling it charity. They can reward silence and punish clarity 
while wrapping the whole arrangement in church talk. That kind of warfare is exhausting. It 
tempts a man to trim the truth just enough to stay in the club. But if he yields there, he 
loses more than a club. He loses his voice. 

The bold men of Scripture learned to endure that pressure without selling out. Micaiah 
stood against four hundred prophets with Ahab glaring at him (1 Kings 22:13-28). Jeremiah 
kept preaching though the religious establishment loathed him. Paul told the Galatians the 
truth though it cost him affection, asking, “Am I therefore become your enemy, because I 
tell you the truth?” (Gal. 4:16). That verse has broken the heart of many faithful preachers. 
They told the truth, and the people who should have valued it turned on them. Yet that is 
part of the battle. If a man only knows how to stand against obvious pagans, he has learned 
one lesson. When he learns to stand against religious manipulation without becoming 
bitter or backing down, he has learned another. Boldness through battle is often tested 
most sharply in church clothes. 

6. Once a Man Has Paid a Price, Reputation Loses Some of Its Grip 

There is a strange freedom that comes after a man has already lost what he thought he 
could not afford to lose. Before the loss, he lives in fear of it. After the loss, he discovers he 
can survive it. That is one of the reasons suffering can strengthen boldness. Paul had 
already lost status in Judaism, already taken stripes, already been hated, already been 
misunderstood, already been counted as the filth of the world (1 Cor. 4:13). Once a man 
has gone through that and found Christ sufficient on the other side, a good deal of the fear 
evaporates. The enemy loses one of his favorite weapons. He can still hurt the body. He can 
still create pain. But the old slavery to reputation weakens because the man has learned by 
experience that obedience is survivable, even when it costs him dearly. 

That is why Paul can speak the way he does in Philippians. “For unto you it is given in the 
behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake” (Phil. 1:29). He 
does not describe suffering as a freak accident in the Christian life. He calls it a gift. Then 
he says that many of the brethren, “waxing confident by my bonds, are much more bold to 
speak the word without fear” (Phil. 1:14). Notice that. Paul’s suffering did not only deepen 
his own boldness. It strengthened the boldness of others who watched him endure it. That 
is how God works. One scarred soldier can put courage into a hundred unscarred ones. The 
battle-proven man carries a credibility the comfort-zone man cannot fake. He does not 
merely tell others to stand. He shows them what standing looks like when it hurts. 



This is not romantic nonsense about suffering. Pain is real. Loss is real. Reproach stings. 
Loneliness can be heavy. But there is also a holy emancipation in learning that your 
reputation is not your savior. Christ is. “Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord” (Phil. 3:8). A man who gets that into 
his bones becomes less governable by fear. He is not reckless, but he is freer. He is not 
eager for conflict, but he is less terrified of it. Once he has suffered loss and found Christ 
still excellent, the whole scale of values changes. He becomes less interested in preserving 
image and more interested in honoring the Lord who met him in the furnace. 

7. Battle-Tested Boldness Produces Men Who Keep Advancing 

The striking thing about Paul’s words in 1 Thessalonians 2:2 is not simply that he endured 
suffering. It is that he kept moving. “We were bold in our God to speak unto you the gospel 
of God with much contention.” That is forward motion. That is not a man retreating into self-
protection. That is not a man deciding to take a long break from plain speech because the 
last town hurt him. That is a soldier who got hit and kept advancing. The Christian life is not 
merely about surviving wounds. It is about continuing in faithfulness after the wounds. 
“None of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might 
finish my course with joy” (Acts 20:24). There is a man whose priorities have been purified 
by battle. He is not governed by self-preservation. He is governed by completion of his 
course. 

This is why battle-tested boldness is so valuable in the church. It produces men who can 
steady others during hard times. When the comments turn vicious, when the crowd turns 
cold, when the board gets nervous, when the invitations disappear, when the pressure 
rises, the battle-tested man does not immediately fall apart. He has seen this country 
before. He has walked this terrain. He remembers that God was faithful last time and will 
be faithful again. He is not naïve. He knows the cost may rise. But he also knows the Lord 
does not abandon His own. “Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ” (2 Tim. 2:3). Endure hardness. There is no way around that command if a man 
intends to serve Christ in a world that hates Him. 

The church desperately needs such men. Not men who merely talk about courage, but men 
who have taken wounds without surrendering the Book. Not men who are brave only while 
the room is on their side, but men who can still preach when the atmosphere is against 
them. Not men who derive all their energy from applause, but men whose strength comes 
from God after applause has vanished. These are the men who move the line forward. 
These are the men who keep the testimony alive in hard places. These are the men who 
have learned boldness through battle. And once a man has reached that point, he often 



becomes more useful than ever, because he is no longer serving Christ on probation. He 
has chosen his side in the furnace. 

Conclusion 

Boldness through battle is one of the deepest forms of boldness in the Bible because it is 
no longer theoretical. It has passed through shame, pain, loss, contention, and pressure 
and come out with faith still intact. That is what makes 1 Thessalonians 2:2 so powerful. 
Paul and his companions had suffered before. They had been shamefully entreated. They 
knew what it was to be bruised in body and reputation. Yet after that, not before it, they 
“were bold in our God to speak unto you the gospel of God with much contention.” That is 
forged courage. That is not the shiny confidence of a man who has never been hit. That is 
the seasoned boldness of a man who has learned in the furnace that God is still God when 
the cost rises. 

This kind of boldness does not come cheaply. It is learned where vanity burns, where public 
approval loses some of its magic, where human support proves temporary, and where 
Christ becomes precious in a fresh way. Men who have never suffered much for the truth 
can still be used of God, but they do not yet know all there is to know about standing. The 
furnace teaches lessons no library can teach. It shows a man what he really believes. It 
strips away his dependence on applause. It forces him to decide whether he wants to be 
thought well of or whether he wants to be found faithful. And if he yields himself to God in 
that fire, the Lord can bring out of him a courage deeper, cleaner, and stronger than 
anything he had before. 

So the lesson of this fourth essay is plain. Some of the strongest boldness in Scripture 
comes after suffering, shame, and conflict. The men who speak most steadily are often the 
men who have already paid something for speaking at all. Once a man has gone through 
battle with Christ and found Christ enough, he becomes harder to intimidate. He has less 
left to protect and more reason to obey. He may still feel the sting of wounds, but he is no 
longer ruled by the fear of them. He has learned to be bold in God. And a man who is bold 
in God after battle is a man hell has reason to notice. 

 

 

5 of 7: The Doctrine of Boldness - Meekness, Authority, and the Right to Speak 

There are two kinds of religious frauds that show up whenever the subject of boldness 
comes up. One is the loud brute who thinks volume proves authority. He confuses a bad 
temper with zeal, a sharp tongue with discernment, and a domineering spirit with courage. 



He can bark at saints, wound the weak, and bully a room, and because some people are 
impressed by force in any form, they call him “bold.” He is not bold. He is often just 
insecure flesh looking for a pulpit. Then there is the other fraud, the soft-spoken coward 
who has trained himself to call fear “grace” and silence “humility.” He watches error 
spread, compromise deepen, souls drift, doctrine rot, and truth get trampled, and he says 
nothing because he does not want to be thought harsh. He wraps his refusal to speak in the 
language of kindness and calls that the spirit of Christ. That is not meekness either. That is 
cowardice perfumed with religious vocabulary. The Bible does not endorse either extreme. 
It does not glorify fleshly aggression, and it does not canonize timid passivity. It reveals a 
holy balance in which real boldness and real meekness stand together under the Lordship 
of Jesus Christ. 

That is why 2 Corinthians is so important in this study. Paul writes, “Now I Paul myself 
beseech you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ” (2 Cor. 10:1), and then within the 
same context he speaks of boldness, authority, and spiritual warfare (2 Cor. 10:2-6). There 
is the tension many people miss because they read the Bible through the lenses of their 
own personality. The timid reader sees meekness and imagines permanent softness. The 
aggressive reader sees boldness and imagines permanent force. But Paul, under 
inspiration, joins meekness and boldness without apology. He can appeal by the meekness 
and gentleness of Christ, and he can also say that he is ready to use the authority the Lord 
has given him when necessary (2 Cor. 10:6-8). That means meekness is not spinelessness, 
and authority is not carnality. A man can speak plainly, directly, and forcefully while still 
being governed by the meekness of Christ. In fact, if he is not governed by the meekness of 
Christ, his authority is already drifting into the flesh. 

This essay matters because many preachers, teachers, and Bible believers swing hard to 
one side or the other. Some are soft because they are afraid. Others are harsh because 
they are insecure. Neither condition is the doctrine of boldness. Real boldness knows when 
to plead, when to warn, when to rebuke, and when to command. It knows when to be 
patient and when to stop waiting. It knows when tears are right and when a trumpet blast is 
right. It does not surrender authority in the name of being nice, and it does not indulge 
cruelty in the name of taking a stand. It stays under Jesus Christ. The Lord who said, “Come 
unto me; for I am meek and lowly in heart” (Matt. 11:29), is the same Lord who made a 
scourge, cleansed the temple, and called religious hypocrites “blind guides,” “serpents,” 
and “generation of vipers” (John 2:15; Matt. 23:16, 33). If a man is going to speak rightly for 
God, he must learn from that Lord. He must understand that meekness and authority are 
not enemies. Under God, they are companions. 

1. Meekness Is Strength Under Rule, Not Weakness in Disguise 



The first thing that must be settled is what meekness is. In modern speech, meekness is 
often treated like a polite synonym for weakness. Men hear the word and imagine a timid 
fellow who never says anything sharp, never takes a hard stand, never confronts evil, and 
never raises his voice above spiritual oatmeal. But that is not Bible meekness. Moses is 
called “very meek, above all the men which were upon the face of the earth” (Num. 12:3), 
yet that same Moses stood before Pharaoh, broke the tables of stone when Israel sinned, 
ground the golden calf to powder, and called the Levites to his side with a sword in the 
camp (Exod. 5:1; 32:19-28). Whatever meekness is, it is not moral softness. It is not the 
inability to act. It is not the absence of force. It is force under divine rule. It is strength that 
has submitted itself to God instead of to the impulses of the flesh. 

The Lord Jesus Christ is the perfect pattern. He says, “Take my yoke upon you, and learn of 
me; for I am meek and lowly in heart” (Matt. 11:29). That is the meekness of God manifest 
in the flesh. Yet nobody reading the Gospels honestly could conclude that Christ was weak 
in the modern sense. He spoke with authority, endured contradiction, exposed hypocrisy, 
rebuked devils, overturned tables, and set His face like a flint toward Jerusalem. He did not 
flatter rebels. He did not negotiate truth into harmlessness. He did not hide His claims for 
fear of offending religious men. So when the Bible calls Him meek, it is teaching you that 
meekness is not weakness. It is power under perfect control. It is the absence of self-
assertive pride, not the absence of moral force. It is authority submitted to the will of God. 

That definition matters because once a man mistakes meekness for weakness, he will 
either despise it or counterfeit it. The flesh despises true meekness because the flesh likes 
self-assertion. On the other side, cowardice counterfeits meekness because cowardice 
wants a respectable excuse to remain silent. But biblical meekness is neither of those. It is 
a man brought low before God so that his strength is no longer being used to defend self, 
but to serve righteousness. It is the opposite of the hot, touchy, reactive spirit that erupts 
every time ego gets bruised. “He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty; and he that 
ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city” (Prov. 16:32). There is meekness. It is rulership of 
spirit. It is mastery, not collapse. It is inward government. And once a man learns that, he is 
in a position to understand how boldness and meekness can stand together. 

2. Paul’s Boldness Was Governed by the Meekness of Christ 

Second Corinthians 10 is one of the finest passages in the Bible for this subject because 
Paul lays both truths on the table at once. He begins by saying, “Now I Paul myself beseech 
you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ” (2 Cor. 10:1). Then a few lines later he says 
he may need to be “bold against some” (2 Cor. 10:2), and he goes on to describe spiritual 
warfare that pulls down strong holds and casts down imaginations (2 Cor. 10:4-5). That is 
not accidental. Paul is showing you that apostolic boldness is not detached from Christlike 



meekness. He does not say, in effect, “On my gentle days I act like Christ, but when 
authority is needed I leave Christ behind and become something else.” No. His boldness is 
supposed to operate under the very meekness and gentleness of Christ. That is the holy 
balance. 

Notice also that Paul is not embarrassed by authority. He says the Lord gave him authority 
“for edification, and not for your destruction” (2 Cor. 10:8). There is the purpose. Authority 
is not given so a man can dominate people, humiliate them, and feed his own vanity. It is 
given for edification. It exists to build, strengthen, correct, protect, and establish. That 
immediately distinguishes spiritual authority from fleshly aggression. Fleshly aggression 
uses force to elevate self. Spiritual authority uses force, when necessary, to serve truth and 
help souls. The proud bully wants to be felt. The godly leader wants God’s word to be 
obeyed. One of them is addicted to self-importance. The other is accountable to heaven. 

That is why Paul can plead with people, weep over them, warn them, and then still rebuke 
sharply when the case calls for it. He is not unstable. He is discerning. He is not acting out 
mood swings. He is responding according to truth. Modern people often prefer one-note 
personalities because those are easy to label. They want a preacher always soft or always 
hard, always consoling or always rebuking. But the New Testament preacher must know 
how to do more than one thing. He must know how to come “in love, and in the spirit of 
meekness” (1 Cor. 4:21), and he must also know how to use “sharpness, according to the 
power which the Lord hath given” (2 Cor. 13:10). Paul could do both because he was not 
serving his temperament. He was serving Christ. 

3. Spiritual Authority Is Not Fleshly Aggression 

There is a world of difference between authority and aggression, though many religious 
men do not know it. Authority comes from God, truth, office, and responsibility. Aggression 
comes from the flesh, insecurity, ego, and impatience. Authority is rooted. Aggression is 
reactive. Authority speaks because it must. Aggression speaks because it enjoys 
overpowering. Authority can be quiet and still carry weight. Aggression often must be loud 
because it has no real gravitas. A preacher or teacher can talk hard, push hard, glare hard, 
and still have no spiritual authority at all. He may simply be a proud man using Bible 
language as a club. “The servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt 
to teach, patient” (2 Tim. 2:24). That verse does not cancel rebuke, because the next verse 
speaks of instructing “those that oppose themselves” (2 Tim. 2:25). It does, however, 
expose the fleshly spirit that enjoys strife for its own sake. 

Some men are harsh because they are insecure. They feel small inwardly, so they 
compensate by becoming overbearing outwardly. They have not learned to rest in the Lord, 



so they must constantly prove themselves. They cannot simply speak the truth and leave 
the matter with God. They have to make sure everyone feels their force. That is not biblical 
boldness. It is wounded pride looking for a religious disguise. James warns of “bitter 
envying and strife” and says, “this wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, 
sensual, devilish” (James 3:14-15). There are some religious men who are full of that kind of 
thing. They are not carrying the meekness of Christ. They are carrying their own unstable 
spirit into every room they enter, and people mistake their noise for conviction. 

The preacher, teacher, or Bible believer who has real authority does not have to perform 
dominance. He does not have to crush every conversation. He does not have to win every 
moment theatrically. He knows that the word of God has its own force. He knows the Lord 
has given him his task. He can therefore speak plainly without the nervous urgency of a 
man defending his own throne. “Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; 
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine” (2 Tim. 4:2). There is authority. 
Reprove, rebuke, exhort. But notice the company those words keep: longsuffering and 
doctrine. Not ego. Not irritation. Not vanity. Longsuffering and doctrine. That means the 
right exercise of authority is disciplined by truth and patience, not driven by fleshly heat. 

4. Counterfeit Humility Often Hides Cowardice 

Now the other side must be exposed just as hard. There are men who refuse to speak when 
truth demands speech, and they hide that refusal under the language of humility, peace, 
kindness, and grace. They say they are “not led” to address error. They say they “do not 
want to be divisive.” They say they are trying to “keep the main thing the main thing,” when 
what they really mean is they do not want the trouble that comes with being plain. This 
counterfeit humility is one of the slickest forms of pride there is because it wants to 
preserve self while sounding virtuous. It is pride with a soft voice. It is fear wearing a halo. 
The man refuses to act, not because Christ told him to be silent, but because he is 
protecting his own comfort, access, reputation, or relationships. 

Sometimes the most arrogant thing a man can do is to decline speech when God requires 
it. Why arrogant. Because he is effectively saying that his preferred image matters more 
than obedience. Eli in 1 Samuel is a solemn case. He knew what was wrong in his house, 
but he did not act with the force required, and judgment fell (1 Sam. 2:22-25; 3:13). Pilate is 
another example in principle. He knew enough to recognize Christ’s innocence, but he 
lacked the courage to do right under pressure, so he washed his hands and handed 
righteousness over to cowards (Matt. 27:24-26). Silence is not always humble. Sometimes 
it is treason. “To him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin” (James 
4:17). That verse does not become less true just because a man can say his silence was 
motivated by love. 



The Bible repeatedly shows that there are times when a servant of God must speak 
whether the response is pleasant or not. Ezekiel is told to hear the word at God’s mouth 
and give warning (Ezek. 3:17). Isaiah is told, “Cry aloud, spare not” (Isa. 58:1). Paul tells 
Titus, “These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no man despise 
thee” (Titus 2:15). Those are not verses for spiritual cowards. They are commands for men 
under orders. A counterfeit humility that shrinks from these duties is not humility. It is 
disobedience. Real humility bows low enough before God to say what He said when He 
says say it. It does not use sweet language as camouflage for fear. 

5. The Right to Speak Comes from Truth and Stewardship 

The phrase “the right to speak” is important because not everybody has the same office, 
the same responsibility, or the same moment. Scripture recognizes order. It recognizes 
stewardship. It recognizes that authority is tied to what God has entrusted. Paul could 
speak to churches as an apostle with a certain kind of authority because the Lord had given 
him that office. A pastor has a charge regarding his flock. A father has a charge in his home. 
An elder sister in Christ may have a word of wisdom to a younger woman. A believer may 
have a responsibility to contend earnestly for the faith (Jude 3). None of that is random. The 
right to speak is not rooted in self-importance. It is rooted in truth, calling, relationship, and 
stewardship before God. 

That helps keep a man from two errors. First, it keeps him from the arrogance of speaking 
beyond his measure just to be noticed. Paul says, “we will not boast of things without our 
measure” (2 Cor. 10:13). The proud man is always reaching beyond what God gave him 
because his ego needs stage space. Second, it keeps him from cowardly silence in the 
place where he actually does have duty. Some men are quiet where they should be bold 
and loud where they have no business posturing. They will pontificate about distant issues 
because that is safe, but they will not address the error sitting in their own house, church, 
circle, or ministry because that would cost them. The right to speak, biblically understood, 
sobers a man. It tells him where he must not be silent and where he must not grandstand. 

The key is stewardship. “It is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful” (1 Cor. 4:2). 
A steward must speak when the Master’s interests require it. He does not own the house, 
but he is responsible in it. That is exactly how a preacher, teacher, or Bible believer ought to 
think. He is not speaking to display himself. He is speaking as a steward of truth. That gives 
both authority and restraint. It gives authority because he knows he is under orders. It gives 
restraint because he knows he is not the Lord. He may therefore plead, warn, rebuke, 
exhort, or command as Scripture requires, but he must do so as a steward, not a tyrant. 
Once that is grasped, the right to speak becomes a serious and sanctified thing instead of a 
fleshly impulse. 



6. Real Boldness Knows When to Plead, Warn, Rebuke, and Command 

One of the marks of maturity is knowing that not every case requires the same tone. The 
immature man has one tool and uses it on every problem. The coward pleads when he 
should rebuke. The bully rebukes when he should plead. But real boldness is discerning. It 
knows when tears are right and when thunder is right. Paul tells Timothy to “reprove, 
rebuke, exhort” (2 Tim. 4:2). Those are not identical actions. They overlap, but they are not 
the same. There are people who need patient instruction. There are others who need sharp 
warning. There are moments for beseeching “as a father” (1 Thess. 2:11), and there are 
moments for rebuking “before all, that others also may fear” (1 Tim. 5:20). The man who 
cannot distinguish those moments will either go soft at the wrong time or hard at the wrong 
time. 

The Lord Jesus Christ is again the perfect model. He could say to Jerusalem, “how often 
would I have gathered thy children together” (Matt. 23:37), and in the same chapter 
pronounce repeated woes on scribes and Pharisees (Matt. 23:13-36). He could restore 
Peter tenderly in John 21 and blast hypocrites publicly in Matthew 23. Paul could entreat 
“by the meekness and gentleness of Christ” (2 Cor. 10:1), and he could also tell the 
Galatians, “O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you” (Gal. 3:1). Neither Christ nor Paul 
was unstable. Both were operating with perfect moral proportion. Truth was not being 
filtered through personal insecurity. It was being applied according to the need of the case. 
That is what makes their boldness holy instead of carnal. 

A preacher or Bible believer who learns this becomes far more useful than the one-note 
man. He does not take pride in severity, and he does not make a virtue out of softness. He 
listens to the text, reads the case, and responds under God. He can bind up the 
brokenhearted without going blind to wolves. He can warn sharply without forgetting that 
souls are not targets for his ego. “Them that sin rebuke before all” (1 Tim. 5:20) is in the 
Bible, and so is “in meekness instructing those that oppose themselves” (2 Tim. 2:25). The 
Bible contains both because reality contains both. Real boldness lives in that tension and 
obeys Scripture on both sides of it. 

7. The Holy Balance Is Only Kept Under the Lordship of Christ 

At bottom, the only way to keep meekness and authority together is to stay under Christ. 
Once a man slips out from under the Lordship of Jesus Christ, he will drift into one ditch or 
the other. If his flesh runs timidly, he will call silence meekness. If his flesh runs 
aggressively, he will call harshness boldness. But if he remains consciously under Christ, 
then Christ will correct both tendencies. The fear of God will keep him from cowardice, and 
the meekness of Christ will keep him from tyranny. “Let this mind be in you, which was also 



in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 2:5). That is not a decorative verse. It is the secret of holy balance. The 
mind of Christ bows low and speaks high. It serves and it commands. It stoops and it 
stands. It is not contradictory because it is governed by righteousness. 

This is why prayer and fellowship with Christ are indispensable. A man cannot simply 
memorize the right tone and become biblical. He has to walk with the Lord. He has to know 
what it is to have his own pride broken, his own motives searched, and his own spirit 
brought into subjection. Otherwise he will use the truth to serve himself. The man who 
stays near Christ will find his speech being purged. He will find himself less eager to wound 
for sport and less willing to hide for comfort. He will become more exact, more useful, 
more careful, and more courageous at the same time. “Speaking the truth in love” (Eph. 
4:15) is impossible without Christ, because apart from Him most men either sacrifice truth 
to preserve the appearance of love or sacrifice love to preserve the appearance of truth. 

The right to speak, rightly exercised, is therefore one of the clearest tests of spiritual 
maturity. Can a man stand without swagger. Can he plead without caving. Can he rebuke 
without becoming cruel. Can he command without becoming proud. Can he remain meek 
without becoming mute. These are not small questions. They touch every preacher, 
teacher, father, mother, elder saint, and Bible believer who wants to serve God faithfully in 
a crooked generation. The holy balance is real, but it is never maintained by technique. It is 
maintained under the yoke of Christ. Stay there, and authority and meekness can live 
together. Leave there, and one of them will soon become a casualty. 

Conclusion 

The doctrine of boldness reaches a mature depth in this fifth essay because it forces us to 
reject both fleshly extremes. On one side is the harsh man who thinks force proves 
authority. On the other side is the timid man who thinks silence proves grace. Scripture 
condemns both. Paul appeals by “the meekness and gentleness of Christ” (2 Cor. 10:1), yet 
he is prepared to be bold and to use the authority God gave him when the case demands it 
(2 Cor. 10:2, 8). That is the pattern. Real boldness is not the opposite of meekness. It is 
meekness armed with truth and submitted to God. Real meekness is not the opposite of 
authority. It is authority stripped of pride and kept under Christ. 

That truth is desperately needed because churches are full of men who live in one ditch or 
the other. Some are soft because they are afraid of disapproval. Others are hard because 
they are addicted to self-assertion. Neither man is safe to follow. The first will fail to warn 
when warning is needed. The second will wound where healing was needed. But the 
servant of Christ must learn to plead, warn, rebuke, exhort, and command according to 
Scripture and under the control of the Spirit. He must not apologize for truth, and he must 



not use truth as an excuse to indulge the flesh. He must act as a steward, not a coward and 
not a tyrant. 

So let the lesson stand clear. Spiritual authority is not fleshly aggression. Meekness is not 
weakness. Counterfeit humility often hides cowardice, and counterfeit boldness often 
hides insecurity. The holy balance is found only in Jesus Christ, who was meek and lowly in 
heart and yet spoke with absolute authority. Any preacher, teacher, or Bible believer who 
would speak rightly must stay near that Christ. Then he will know when to bow, when to 
rise, when to plead, when to thunder, and when to be still. And when he does speak, he will 
not be speaking as a bully defending himself or as a coward protecting himself. He will be 
speaking as a servant under orders. That is the right to speak. That is meekness with 
authority. And that is biblical boldness. 

 

 

6 of 7: The Doctrine of Boldness - Boldness at the Throne 

There is a boldness that men talk about when they mean nerve, personality, conflict, 
preaching, witnessing, or standing against enemies. All of that has its place, and the earlier 
parts of this study have dealt with it plainly. But if boldness never gets past the horizontal, it 
stays stunted. If it remains only the courage to face men, answer critics, endure pressure, 
or speak publicly, then it has not yet reached its highest ground. The deepest boldness in 
the New Testament is not first the boldness of a man before other men. It is the boldness of 
a redeemed sinner in the presence of God through the Lord Jesus Christ. That takes the 
whole subject out of the shallow waters of temperament and plants it on Calvary. It moves 
the doctrine away from personality and into priesthood, away from self-confidence and 
into blood-bought access, away from natural nerve and into supernatural standing. That is 
why Ephesians 3:12 and Hebrews 10:19 stand like twin pillars in this study. “In whom we 
have boldness and access with confidence by the faith of him” (Eph. 3:12). “Having 
therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus” (Heb. 10:19). 
There is the summit. 

Now that kind of boldness does not come from a man admiring himself. It does not rise 
from religious performance, emotional intensity, sacramental routine, or imagined 
personal worthiness. It rises from Jesus Christ and His blood. That is why this doctrine hits 
Romanism right in the teeth, and not only Romanism, but every religious fear system that 
keeps sinners and saints alike acting like spiritual beggars outside a locked gate. The whole 
machinery of priestcraft, penance, ritual mediation, and performance religion depends on 
keeping men away from settled access. It thrives on distance. It survives by fog. It wants 



men forever conscious of their own unworthiness but never settled in Christ’s worthiness. 
It wants them dependent on visible systems and human handlers. But Hebrews rips that 
curtain down. The veil is rent. The blood has been presented. The way is open. The throne is 
not barricaded to the believer. The believer is invited. Not because he is fit in himself, but 
because Christ has made him fit in the Beloved. 

That is what makes this one of the richest truths in the whole series. All right boldness 
before men is rooted in right standing before God. A man who has no confidence at the 
throne will sooner or later have false confidence before men or no confidence at all. But the 
saved man who knows he has been brought near by the blood of Christ can pray boldly, 
approach boldly, and rest boldly. He does not come with presumption in himself. He does 
not swagger into the presence of God as though grace had made him divine. But he does 
come with holy confidence in the Son of God. He comes because God told him to come. 
He comes because the sacrifice has been accepted. He comes because the High Priest 
lives. He comes because access has been opened by Another. That kind of boldness 
humbles a man and strengthens him at the same time. It strips him of self-trust and fills 
him with Christ-trust. It is boldness at the throne, and until a Christian learns that doctrine, 
much of his praying, living, and serving will remain weak, hesitant, and mixed with unbelief. 

1. Boldness Before God Begins in Christ, Not in the Believer 

Ephesians 3:12 settles the fountainhead of the whole matter with one clean blow. “In 
whom we have boldness and access with confidence by the faith of him” (Eph. 3:12). 
Notice the phrase “in whom.” That is where the doctrine begins. It does not begin in the 
believer’s moral record, emotional condition, ministry usefulness, spiritual discipline, or 
current sense of victory. It begins in Christ. That means if a man tries to derive boldness at 
the throne from himself, he has already missed the point. The ground of access is not the 
believer’s internal weather. It is the believer’s union with Jesus Christ. God did not say, “In 
your best moments ye have boldness.” He said, “In whom.” That is Christ. The whole matter 
stands or falls on Him. If boldness at the throne depended on the variable condition of the 
saint, no saint would ever have settled access. He would spend his life alternately rushing 
in under pride and slinking away under condemnation. 

That is exactly what performance religion produces. It produces spiritual instability 
because it ties approach to God to fluctuating self-assessments. One day the man feels 
spiritual, so he imagines he has unusual access. The next day he feels dry or defeated, so 
he imagines the throne has receded into the clouds. That is not Bible. That is spiritual 
weather worship. Ephesians 3:12 does not point inward first. It points upward. It points to 
the Son of God. A believer has boldness and access with confidence by the faith of Him, 
not by confidence in his own feelings. The issue is not whether he is naturally impressive. 



The issue is whether Christ is accepted. And Christ is accepted forever. “This man, after he 
had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God” (Heb. 10:12). 
There is the rock. The Man who opened the way has sat down because the work is finished. 

That should settle a great many agitated saints. The reason they live outside the practical 
enjoyment of access is that they keep looking for something in themselves to justify 
coming. They are trying to find a tone, a mood, a level of fervor, or a recent streak of 
obedience that makes them feel presentable. But the gospel does not teach the sinner to 
come by finding enough worth in himself. It teaches him to come by finding all worth in 
Christ. The same principle continues after salvation. The believer still comes in Christ. He 
still comes by virtue of Another’s merit. He still comes on accepted blood. Once that 
becomes real to a man, his praying changes. His worship changes. His rest changes. He no 
longer treats the throne as a place he must earn his way back toward. He treats it as the 
place to which Christ has already brought him. 

2. The Blood of Jesus Opened the Way into the Holiest 

Hebrews 10:19 is one of the greatest verses in the New Testament on the subject of access. 
“Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus” (Heb. 
10:19). There is no fog in that verse. There is no timid hint. There is no uncertain suggestion. 
There is a declaration. Brethren have boldness to enter into the holiest, and the ground of 
that boldness is the blood of Jesus. Not church membership. Not ritual purity. Not a priest 
on earth. Not personal worthiness. The blood of Jesus. That is why this doctrine cannot be 
understood apart from the atonement. Boldness at the throne is not a personality lesson. It 
is a redemption lesson. It is not rooted in a man’s natural courage. It is rooted in the death 
of the Lamb of God. 

Under the Old Testament economy, access into the holiest was severely restricted. The 
high priest went in alone once every year, “not without blood” (Heb. 9:7). That whole 
arrangement preached distance. It preached danger. It preached unfitness. It preached the 
fact that sin had blocked the way. The veil stood there like a constant sermon that the way 
into the holiest was “not yet made manifest” (Heb. 9:8). Men could know God truly under 
that covenant, but the system itself testified that full entrance had not yet been opened. 
Then Christ came, not with the blood of goats and calves, “but by his own blood he entered 
in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us” (Heb. 9:12). Once 
He did that, the old barriers were judged, the veil was torn from top to bottom (Matt. 27:51), 
and a new and living way was consecrated. 

That means a believer who refuses the access purchased by Christ is not displaying 
humility. He is slighting the value of the blood. He may not intend it that way, but that is 



what he is doing. The blood did not merely make salvation available in some abstract 
sense. It opened the way. It gave brethren boldness to enter. The language is astonishingly 
strong. It does not say they may peer toward the holiest from a respectful distance. It says 
they have boldness to enter. Enter. That is the word. If the blood has opened the way, then 
unbelieving hesitation that treats the throne as permanently barred is not spiritual maturity. 
It is a failure to reckon with what Calvary accomplished. The blood did not leave the saint 
outside hoping for an audience. It brought him near. 

3. The Veil Is Rent and the Gate Is Not Locked 

One of the devil’s favorite tricks is to make believers live as though the veil were still 
hanging. He cannot put it back in place historically, so he tries to put it back in their 
thinking. He cannot undo Calvary, so he clouds the saint’s enjoyment of Calvary. He cannot 
reverse the resurrection, so he persuades men to behave as though Christ had not really 
opened what He opened. Thus many sincere Christians live like spiritual paupers outside a 
palace that has already been opened to them. They pray like trespassers. They worship like 
uncertain servants. They think of God as perpetually difficult to approach, perpetually half-
appeased, perpetually waiting for them to improve their posture enough to grant a little 
hearing. But when Christ died, “the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the 
bottom” (Matt. 27:51). God tore it. Man did not. Heaven declared the way open. 

Hebrews 10 continues the point by saying that this access is “by a new and living way, 
which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh” (Heb. 10:20). 
That is one of the richest statements in the epistle. The rending of His flesh opened the way 
through the veil. What the old system symbolized, Christ fulfilled. What the law shadowed, 
Christ accomplished. So when a believer acts as though he still needs some other 
mediator on earth, some added ritual, some priestly class, some sacramental ladder, or 
some repeated atoning process to inch his way toward God, he is living beneath the 
doctrine of Hebrews. The gate is not locked. The veil is not hanging. The sacrifice is not 
pending. The way has been consecrated already. 

That truth should fill the child of God with reverence and confidence at once. Reverence, 
because the way was opened through torn flesh and precious blood. Confidence, because 
the way actually has been opened. Some people think confidence before God 
automatically weakens reverence. Not Bible confidence. Bible confidence increases 
reverence because it keeps the soul aware of the cost of access. The saint does not come 
lightly. He comes gratefully. He does not come casually. He comes worshipfully. But he 
does come. That is the point. If the veil is rent, then let no man sew it back together with 
religion. If the gate is open, then let no system of fear pretend it is still barred. 



4. Romanism and Religious Fear Systems Thrive on Distance 

This doctrine is poison to Romanism because Romanism lives by managed distance. It 
wants God high enough, holy enough, and remote enough that the sinner never quite dares 
to come directly by the finished work of Christ. So it inserts priests, rituals, confessions, 
penances, mediating figures, sacramental channels, and a whole machinery of 
dependence that keeps souls looking sideways instead of upward. It talks plenty about 
grace, but it never gives the believer the settled blood-grounded boldness of Hebrews 
10:19. The soul remains under supervision. It remains uncertain. It remains tethered to an 
earthly system that acts as though the throne were still guarded by layers of institutional 
permission. But the Bible says, “For there is one God, and one mediator between God and 
men, the man Christ Jesus” (1 Tim. 2:5). One mediator. Not many. One. And He is sufficient. 

This does not only apply to Romanism in the formal sense. There are Baptist versions of the 
same disease, Pentecostal versions, Reformed versions, and nondenominational versions. 
Any system that keeps believers living under a haze of performance anxiety instead of 
settled access in Christ is peddling a species of spiritual bondage. It may not have incense 
and vestments, but it still functions by fear. It tells the believer that nearness to God 
depends on maintaining the right spiritual tempo, the right emotional heat, the right record 
of recent victory, or the right submission to visible handlers. It may not call them priests, 
but the effect is priestcraft all the same. It keeps saints from enjoying the finished work. It 
makes them hesitant where God told them to be bold. 

The New Testament destroys that fear system by rooting access in Christ’s priesthood and 
Christ’s blood, not in human administration. “Seeing then that we have a great high priest, 
that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God” (Heb. 4:14). There is the Priest. He is 
not on earth wearing robes. He is in the heavens. Then the Spirit says, “Let us therefore 
come boldly unto the throne of grace” (Heb. 4:16). There it is again. Boldly. Not because the 
saint has become intrinsically magnificent, but because the High Priest is sufficient. Any 
religious system that keeps the believer from living in that confidence is opposing the 
practical force of Hebrews, no matter how pious its vocabulary sounds. 

5. Boldness at the Throne Is Not Presumption in Self 

Now because human nature is crooked, this truth can be twisted if it is not handled 
carefully. Boldness at the throne is not presumption in self. It is not irreverent familiarity. It 
is not a bratty attitude toward the Majesty of heaven. It is not the kind of shallow talk that 
treats prayer as chatting casually with the Almighty as though holiness had ceased to 
matter. The believer does not come boldly because he has become adorable in himself. He 
comes boldly because he comes in the Beloved. He does not boast in his standing as 



though he manufactured it. He receives it with trembling gratitude. “Let us have grace, 
whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear: for our God is a 
consuming fire” (Heb. 12:28-29). Reverence and boldness are not enemies here. They 
stand together because both are grounded in truth. 

That balance is seen beautifully in Hebrews 10:22. After saying we have boldness to enter, 
the Spirit says, “Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith” (Heb. 10:22). A 
true heart. Full assurance of faith. Not full assurance of ego. Not assurance of natural 
worthiness. Faith looks away from self to God’s testimony concerning Christ. Therefore the 
believer can draw near without pretense. He does not need to act spiritually impressive. He 
does not need to perform pious gymnastics. He can come truly. He can come honestly. He 
can confess sin, ask mercy, seek help, adore God, and plead promises without pretending 
he has earned the right to be there. He has not earned it. He has been given it. 

This is one reason the doctrine is so freeing. It kills both pride and servile fear. Pride dies 
because the whole access rests on Another’s blood. Servile fear dies because that blood 
has actually opened the way. So the saint is left neither boasting nor cringing. He is left 
trusting. He is left adoring. He is left drawing near. The boldness is holy because it is Christ-
centered. It is not a man stomping into heaven demanding audience as though grace had 
made him God’s equal. It is a redeemed sinner kneeling on accepted ground, knowing the 
Father Himself loves him in the Son. That is a very different thing. 

6. Prayer, Rest, and Worship Change When Access Is Settled 

Once a believer understands boldness at the throne, his whole inner life begins to change. 
Prayer stops feeling like a desperate attempt to get God to open something Christ already 
opened. It becomes the exercise of blood-bought access. He comes for mercy and grace to 
help in time of need because the throne is called “the throne of grace” (Heb. 4:16). He does 
not come trying to pry God’s fingers open. He comes because God Himself has invited him. 
That changes the tone of prayer. It removes slavishness. It removes the fear that every 
request must first pass some hidden test of personal worthiness. The saint still comes 
humbly, but not fearfully in the old sense. He comes as one received. 

Rest changes too. Many believers live worn out because they are never quite sure where 
they stand relationally in practice, even if they claim sound doctrine on paper. They know 
the verses mentally, but they live emotionally and devotionally as though the case is still 
pending. They do not rest boldly. Yet Hebrews ties boldness and rest together by grounding 
both in completed sacrifice. “For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are 
sanctified” (Heb. 10:14). If that is true, and it is, then the believer is not trying to secure 
access by maintaining himself in a state of spiritual acceptability. He already stands 



accepted in Christ. The soul that gets hold of that begins to breathe differently. It stops 
pacing outside the courtroom and starts rejoicing in sonship. 

Worship becomes richer as well. The man who thinks he is spiritually tolerated only in 
proportion to his recent performance cannot worship very deeply. He is too busy managing 
anxiety. But the man who knows he has boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of 
Jesus can worship from acceptance instead of for acceptance. He can adore the Lord for 
what has been done. He can sing with understanding. He can pray with filial liberty. He can 
read Scripture as a son hearing his Father, not merely as a criminal scanning terms of 
probation. That does not make him casual. It makes him grateful. It makes him tender. It 
makes him steady. And from that inward steadiness comes a great deal of outward 
boldness too. 

7. Right Boldness Before Men Flows from Right Standing Before God 

This is where the whole study begins to gather itself up. Why can a Christian stand before 
men. Why can he preach plainly, witness clearly, endure reproach, and refuse 
compromise. Because all true outward boldness is fed by inward boldness at the throne. 
The man who knows he is accepted before God through Christ becomes far less dependent 
on acceptance before men. If his standing in heaven is secure, the shifting opinions of 
earth lose some of their tyranny. If he can draw near to God boldly because of the blood, 
then he can also face men without needing their final approval. This is one reason the 
apostles could speak as they did. Their public witness was not built on social bravery 
alone. It was built on resurrection certainty and access to God. 

You can see the principle in Acts when the saints pray after threats and continue speaking 
the word of God with boldness (Acts 4:29-31). They could stand outwardly because they 
had already come inwardly to God. The throne was not theoretical to them. The Lord was 
not distant to them. They were not trying to manufacture courage through adrenaline. They 
were drawing strength from relationship and standing. Paul could say, “I know whom I have 
believed” (2 Tim. 1:12). That kind of certainty fortifies a man. If he belongs to Christ, is 
accepted in Christ, is heard through Christ, and will be kept by Christ, then the hostility of 
men, while still painful, cannot have the final word over him. 

That is why this doctrine is so foundational. A believer who never learns boldness at the 
throne will often try to compensate with fleshly boldness before men or retreat into timidity 
before men. But the saint who learns to approach God through the blood with holy 
confidence is grounded. He can be meek without being spineless, strong without being 
carnal, and bold without being self-admiring. He has found the fountain. The throne is 



available. The access is open. The blood is sufficient. The High Priest is alive. Therefore let 
him come, and having come, let him stand. 

Conclusion 

Boldness at the throne is one of the greatest truths in the Christian life because it takes 
boldness out of the realm of mere courage and roots it in redemption. Ephesians 3:12 and 
Hebrews 10:19 do not flatter the believer. They magnify the Son of God. In Him we have 
boldness and access with confidence. By the blood of Jesus we have boldness to enter into 
the holiest. Those statements do not arise from man’s worth but from Christ’s worth. They 
do not rest on performance, emotion, ritual, or religious supervision. They rest on blood, 
priesthood, and finished work. Therefore the believer’s boldness before God is not 
presumption. It is faith agreeing with what God has said about the value of His Son. 

That truth destroys fear systems. It tears the mask off Romanism and every other religious 
arrangement that survives by keeping souls uncertain and dependent on human 
management. It tells the saint plainly that the veil is rent, the way is open, the Mediator is 
sufficient, and the throne is available. It also destroys self-righteousness by reminding the 
saint that none of this access is in himself. He comes only in Christ. So the doctrine 
humbles and strengthens at once. It takes the believer off the treadmill of spiritual self-
justification and plants him on the solid ground of accepted blood. 

So let this sixth essay stand as one of the strongest in the series. The saved man can pray 
boldly, approach boldly, and rest boldly, not because he is impressive, but because Jesus 
Christ has opened the way into the holiest. He does not crouch outside the gate like a 
spiritual beggar hoping somebody inside might mention his name. He comes through the 
Son. He comes by the blood. He comes with reverence and holy confidence. And once he 
learns that kind of boldness before God, he will find that a great deal of the fear of man 
begins to break as well. For the man who has learned to stand accepted at the throne has 
found the deepest ground from which to stand anywhere else. 

 

 

7 of 7: The Doctrine of Boldness - Bold in the Day of Judgment 

There is a great deal of counterfeit boldness in this world because this world is full of men 
who know how to look strong for a few minutes at a time. A man can sound bold in the 
street, bold behind a pulpit, bold on a platform, bold in a debate, bold in front of his own 
crowd, and bold when the subject costs him very little. He can even sound doctrinally 
fierce while still being spiritually hollow. But the doctrine of boldness does not reach its 



highest point when a man stares down another sinner. It reaches its highest point when the 
Holy Ghost speaks of a sinner standing before God Himself. That is why 1 John 4:17 brings 
the whole matter to its summit. “Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have 
boldness in the day of judgment” (1 John 4:17). There is the final test. Not whether a man 
can win an argument. Not whether he can endure criticism. Not whether he can thunder 
against this age. The final question is whether he can face God in the day of judgment with 
boldness. That takes the whole subject out of personality, ministry style, and public nerve, 
and sets it in the blazing light of eternity. 

That verse also strips the paint off every religious fraud on earth. A self-righteous hypocrite 
can have plenty of swagger before men. He can boast in his denomination, his sacraments, 
his church position, his moral record, his theology, his heritage, his religious routine, or his 
imagined usefulness to God. He can walk around like he owns heaven because he has 
never actually looked into the law of liberty long enough to see what he is. He can talk 
boldly now because the final court date has not yet arrived. But in the day of judgment, all 
painted confidence based on human merit will fall apart like wet cardboard. Men who 
strutted in cathedrals, seminaries, pulpits, synagogues, mosques, temples, and religious 
assemblies will discover that all the props of fleshly religion cannot keep a soul upright 
before the holiness of God. Only one kind of boldness survives that day, and it is not the 
boldness of a man boasting in himself. It is the boldness of a man found in Christ. 

That is why this final essay must gather up everything the series has built and carry it to the 
judgment seat. Righteousness, wisdom, preaching, suffering, meekness with authority, and 
boldness at the throne all find their fulfillment here. The righteous were bold as a lion 
because they were right with God. The wise had a face changed by truth because they had 
learned the interpretation of things. The preacher stopped apologizing because he feared 
God more than men. The soldier of Christ grew bolder through battle because the furnace 
burned away vanity. The servant of God learned meekness with authority because Christ 
Himself governs strength and speech. The saint learned boldness at the throne because 
the blood opened the way into the holiest. But all of those streams empty into this one 
ocean. Can a man stand before God in the day of judgment with boldness. The saved man 
can, not because his own record is spotless, but because Christ’s righteousness has been 
imputed to him. The lost man cannot, because without a mediator, every mouth will be 
stopped and all the world will become guilty before God (Rom. 3:19). That is the climax. 
That is the summit. That is where biblical boldness shows whether it came from heaven or 
from the flesh. 

1. The Day of Judgment Is the Great Leveler of All False Confidence 



Men can fake a great deal before other men because other men are blind, partial, ignorant, 
corruptible, and easily impressed. They judge by appearance. They are dazzled by clothes, 
titles, vocabulary, social influence, institutional standing, and practiced religious 
performance. A man can build a whole life on managing that appearance and seem to 
prosper by it. He can fool congregations, fool councils, fool audiences, fool critics, fool 
admirers, and even fool himself. But the day of judgment is the great leveler because there 
is no deception in that court. “God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret 
thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil” (Eccl. 12:14). That means the hidden things, 
the mixed motives, the private uncleanness, the carefully concealed hypocrisy, and the 
inward rottenness that men managed to varnish over in this life will all stand exposed in the 
light of God. 

This is why so much worldly confidence is a joke in the sight of heaven. Men walk around 
now like they are secure because the reckoning has not arrived. They mock truth, despise 
warnings, downplay sin, and treat eternity like a rumor because sentence against an evil 
work is not executed speedily (Eccl. 8:11). But the delay of judgment is not the cancellation 
of judgment. It is mercy giving space to repent. When the day arrives, every substitute 
refuge will collapse. “And the loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and the haughtiness 
of men shall be made low” (Isa. 2:17). There will be no smug atheists then, no proud 
religionists then, no self-satisfied moralists then, and no polished church frauds then. The 
day of judgment is where every false confidence meets the reality it spent a lifetime trying 
not to face. 

That is why the doctrine of boldness must end here. If a man’s boldness cannot survive the 
day of judgment, it is not worth admiring now. The crowd may call it courage. Social media 
may call it confidence. Religion may call it conviction. But if it melts before the holiness of 
God, then it was counterfeit from the beginning. Biblical boldness is not cheap bravado for 
this life only. It is a heaven-backed confidence that reaches all the way to the judgment 
seat. If it stops at the courthouse of men, it is too small. If it dies at the throne of God, it 
was never the real article. 

2. The Boldness of 1 John 4:17 Belongs Only to Men in Christ 

First John 4:17 is one of the sweetest and strongest verses on assurance in the New 
Testament. “Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of 
judgment. because as he is, so are we in this world” (1 John 4:17). That verse is not a 
charter for human boasting. It is a declaration of union with Christ. The boldness there is 
not grounded in what the saint has made of himself. It is grounded in what Christ has made 
of the saint. John does not say, “that we may have boldness in the day of judgment because 
as we have performed, so shall we be received.” He says, “because as he is, so are we in 



this world.” That is union language. That is identification language. That is the believer’s 
standing in Christ coming into view. The whole thing depends on Him. 

Notice also that John says “as he is,” not merely as He was. The believer’s relation to Christ 
is not rooted only in the historical work of Christ on earth, glorious as that is. It is rooted 
also in the present exalted Christ. As He is now, accepted before the Father, righteous, 
beloved, and alive forevermore, so are we in this world in terms of standing. That does not 
mean the saint is sinless in practice. First John itself disproves that notion plainly enough (1 
John 1:8-10). It means that the saint’s acceptance is bound up in the accepted Son of God. 
Therefore the believer can face the day of judgment with boldness, not because he is 
independently admirable, but because he is in the Beloved (Eph. 1:6). There is no other way 
such a statement could be true. 

This truth is the death of all performance-based religion. If boldness in the day of judgment 
rests on Christ’s standing, then the religious systems that keep men looking to themselves 
are spiritual poison. The soul must get out of itself and into Christ if it will ever have peace 
about that day. A man may spend a lifetime comparing himself with other sinners and 
come away feeling fairly decent. But the day of judgment will not compare him with other 
sinners. It will compare him with the righteousness of God. In that light, only a man clothed 
in Christ will stand. Only a man justified freely by grace through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus (Rom. 3:24) can have John’s kind of boldness. Everybody else will come in with 
their own garments and leave speechless. 

3. This Is Not the Boldness of the Self-Righteous Hypocrite 

The Bible is full of warnings against self-righteousness because self-righteousness is one 
of the last refuges of the damned. The self-righteous man does not usually deny judgment 
outright. He simply assumes he will pass it because of who he imagines himself to be. The 
Pharisee in Luke 18 stood and prayed “with himself,” boasting, “God, I thank thee, that I am 
not as other men are” (Luke 18:11). That is the voice of religious vanity. He had plenty of 
boldness in the wrong sense. He could stand before God in his own imagination and 
rehearse his virtues. But the problem was not lack of nerve. The problem was total 
blindness to grace. He went down to his house unjustified, while the publican who cried, 
“God be merciful to me a sinner” (Luke 18:13), went down justified. That is one of the 
clearest proofs in the Bible that fleshly religious confidence is not the same thing as 
biblical boldness. 

The self-righteous hypocrite may boast in church membership, baptism, sacraments, 
moral reform, religious family background, denominational loyalty, doctrinal correctness 
on paper, ministry labor, or public usefulness. He may even say “Lord, Lord,” and rehearse 



his works before Christ Himself, saying, “Have we not prophesied in thy name. and in thy 
name have cast out devils. and in thy name done many wonderful works” (Matt. 7:22). 
Those are not the words of a man who lacked boldness in the wrong sense. Those are the 
words of a man who had confidence in his religious résumé. But what did the Lord say. “I 
never knew you. depart from me, ye that work iniquity” (Matt. 7:23). There it is. Religious 
boldness without saving union to Christ turns into everlasting shame. 

That is why this final essay must warn plainly. There are many people in churches who have 
enough confidence to talk religion, enough confidence to discuss doctrine, enough 
confidence to criticize others, enough confidence to serve in some public role, and enough 
confidence to assume all is well, while never having fled to Christ alone for salvation. They 
mistake familiarity with Christian things for reconciliation to God. They mistake external 
involvement for internal regeneration. They mistake orthodox language for new birth. Such 
people may look bold now. But unless they are found in Christ, the day of judgment will 
strip them down to terror. Better to tremble now and be saved than to swagger now and be 
damned. 

4. The Saint’s Boldness at Judgment Rests on Imputed Righteousness 

If the self-righteous hypocrite is excluded, then what is the ground of the saint’s boldness. 
It is the righteousness of Christ imputed to him by faith. “For he hath made him to be sin for 
us, who knew no sin. that we might be made the righteousness of God in him” (2 Cor. 5:21). 
That is not metaphorical decoration. That is the legal and doctrinal basis of the believer’s 
standing. Christ took the sinner’s place under judgment, and the sinner who trusts Him 
receives Christ’s righteousness as his standing before God. This is why Romans says, 
“David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth 
righteousness without works” (Rom. 4:6). Without works. There goes sacramental religion. 
There goes merit theology. There goes every ladder men have tried to climb into heaven on 
their own strength. 

This is the doctrine that makes 1 John 4:17 intelligible. Without imputed righteousness, 
boldness in the day of judgment would be blasphemous. What sinner in himself could 
speak of boldness before the Judge of all the earth. None. “There is none righteous, no, not 
one” (Rom. 3:10). “All our righteousnesses are as filthy rags” (Isa. 64:6). Those verses shut 
every human mouth. So if a believer can speak of boldness in that day, the explanation 
must lie outside himself. And it does. It lies in Christ made unto us righteousness (1 Cor. 
1:30). The saint does not arrive at judgment carrying his own goodness in a briefcase. He 
arrives in a Person. He arrives in Christ. He arrives under blood. He arrives clothed in a 
righteousness God Himself provided. 



That is why assurance is not arrogance. The lost man hears a saved man speaking 
confidently about judgment and thinks it sounds proud. But it is the exact opposite of pride 
because the whole confidence is displaced from self to Christ. Pride says, I shall stand 
because of what I have done. Faith says, I shall stand because of what Christ has done. 
Pride says, my works will answer for me. Faith says, my Advocate has answered for me 
already. Pride says, I have earned acceptance. Faith says, I have received mercy. Once that 
difference is understood, the whole beauty of the doctrine appears. The boldness of the 
saint is not self-admiration. It is Christ-admiration that has become assurance. 

5. Everything in the Series Comes to Fulfillment Here 

The earlier parts of this study were not isolated essays. They were climbing a mountain, and 
this is the summit. In the first essay, the righteous were bold as a lion because 
righteousness gives a man footing. Well, here is the final expression of that truth. The only 
righteousness that lets a sinner stand before God in the day of judgment is righteousness 
found in Christ. In the second essay, wisdom made the face shine and changed the 
boldness of the face because the man learned the interpretation of things. Well, here is the 
highest interpretation of all. Wisdom finally asks, what will become of me when I stand 
before God. The wise man flees to Christ now, before that day arrives. In the third essay, the 
preacher stopped apologizing because truth is worth declaring. Here, the final vindication 
of plain gospel preaching appears because what men were told to do in time turns out to 
be exactly what they needed for eternity. 

In the fourth essay, boldness through battle was forged in suffering, shame, and 
contention. That too finds fulfillment here. The saints who suffered for Christ in time will 
discover that none of those wounds were wasted when they stand accepted in the Beloved. 
The reproach of men will look very small in that light. In the fifth essay, meekness and 
authority were balanced under Christ, and the right to speak came from stewardship and 
truth. Here the Lordship of Christ is seen in its fullest glory, because the servant who spoke 
under orders will stand before the Master whose blood secured his acceptance. In the sixth 
essay, boldness at the throne was rooted in the blood of Jesus and access into the holiest. 
Here that same access reaches its farthest point. The one who came boldly to the throne of 
grace in this life will not find a different Christ waiting in the day of judgment. He will find 
the same Savior who opened the way. 

That is one of the great strengths of this doctrine. It is coherent from beginning to end 
because it is all Christ-centered. Righteousness, wisdom, preaching, suffering, authority, 
and access all come together in Him. Therefore the saint’s boldness in judgment is not a 
new idea detached from the rest of Christian experience. It is the crown placed on a Christ-
centered life. The believer feared God, learned His word, spoke His truth, endured 



reproach, approached the throne, and rested in the blood, and all of it was moving toward 
this. Not toward terror, but toward boldness in the day of judgment. There is no 
contradiction between reverence and confidence there because both are held together in 
Christ. 

6. The Saved Can Rejoice, but the Lost Should Tremble 

A doctrine this glorious must be preached with both assurance and warning. The saved 
ought to rejoice. If a man has trusted Jesus Christ alone for salvation, he has every right to 
take comfort in 1 John 4:17. He is not waiting to find out whether the cross worked. He is 
not hoping the blood might prove sufficient after all. He is not standing on probation until 
the final paperwork is reviewed. He is saved. “There is therefore now no condemnation to 
them which are in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 8:1). “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my 
word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into 
condemnation. but is passed from death unto life” (John 5:24). Those are present-tense 
promises with future implications. They give the saint ground to rejoice now and boldness 
for that day. 

But the lost should tremble. They have no mediator if they die without Christ. They have no 
righteousness fit for that court. They have no sacrifice for sins if they reject the one 
sacrifice God provided. “It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment” 
(Heb. 9:27). That verse is not poetry. It is a timetable. Once to die. After this the judgment. 
No second chance. No purgatorial scrub room. No religious appeal process. No works-
based revision hearing. Judgment. And if a man appears there without Christ, the Bible 
says he will be “judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to 
their works” (Rev. 20:12), and if he is not found written in the book of life, he is cast into the 
lake of fire (Rev. 20:15). That is no small thing. That is not a sermon garnish. That is eternal 
reality. 

So the preacher must not soften this final point. The same series that comforts saints must 
expose false professors and warn the lost. There is no kindness in muting this truth. The 
kindest thing a man can do for a sinner is tell him that his religion, morality, or self-
confidence will not carry him through judgment. He must have Christ. He must have the 
righteousness of God by faith. He must be born again. Otherwise the day that gives the 
saint boldness will give the sinner horror. The doctrine is glorious for the redeemed and 
terrifying for the unredeemed, and both sides must be preached if the whole truth is to be 
honored. 

7. Biblical Boldness Reaches All the Way to the Judgment Seat 



When all is said and done, this final essay shows what biblical boldness really is. It is not 
swagger in the flesh. It is not a loud mouth in a debate. It is not religious bravado. It is not 
the confidence of a man whose ego has never been punctured. It is not even merely 
courage in witness, suffering, or conflict, valuable as those things are. Biblical boldness is 
a confidence given by God, rooted in redemption, sustained by truth, and carried all the 
way to the judgment seat. It is boldness that starts with righteousness, grows through 
wisdom, speaks through witness, toughens through battle, balances itself under meekness 
and authority, enters the holiest through blood, and finally stands in the day of judgment 
because Christ has made the believer fit to stand there. 

That is why the doctrine is so valuable. It lifts the whole subject of boldness out of the 
shallow realm of personality analysis. The timid man cannot dismiss it as extroversion, and 
the aggressive man cannot hijack it for fleshly force. The whole series ends by saying that 
the final issue is not whether you have a strong personality, but whether you are in Christ. A 
naturally quiet saint may have more real boldness in the day of judgment than a thousand 
loud religionists who have spent their lives performing strength for men. The Lord is not 
grading style there. He is dealing with reality. Was the man washed. Was he justified. Was 
he in the Son. That is what matters. 

So the great lesson at the close is this. Biblical boldness is heaven-backed confidence. It is 
not produced by self-esteem. It is not secured by human credentials. It is not maintained 
by outward applause. It is not shattered by earthly hatred. It comes from God and returns 
to God. It begins in the gospel and ends at the judgment seat. Therefore let the saint rejoice 
and let the sinner run to Christ. For the day is coming when every counterfeit confidence 
will burn, and only those found in Him will be able to speak of boldness then. 

Conclusion 

This seventh essay brings the doctrine of boldness to its highest and most solemn 
conclusion because it asks the one question all other questions lead toward. Can a man 
face God in the day of judgment with boldness. First John 4:17 answers yes for the believer, 
but only because that believer is found in Christ. There is no room there for self-righteous 
boasting, sacramental pride, denominational confidence, moral vanity, or trust in works. 
The boldness of that day belongs only to the man who has fled to Jesus Christ and received 
the righteousness of God by faith. That is the summit of the doctrine. All lesser forms of 
courage are judged by that one. 

For the child of God, this truth ought to produce deep comfort, deep reverence, and deep 
gratitude. He does not fear that day as a criminal fears sentencing, because his sentence 
fell on Another. He does not approach that day uncertain whether enough goodness might 



be found in him, because his acceptance is not in himself. He looks toward that day 
through the blood, through the righteousness of Christ, through the advocacy of the Son, 
and through the promises of God that cannot lie. That is why the believer can rejoice 
without pride. His confidence is not in his own performance but in a perfect Savior. That is 
why biblical assurance is one of the sweetest doctrines in the Book. 

For the lost, however, this final lesson sounds an alarm. Without Christ there will be no 
boldness in that day, only exposure, silence, and judgment. Therefore the right response is 
not to argue with the doctrine but to flee to the only refuge God has provided. Let the 
religious hypocrite abandon his forms. Let the moralist abandon his résumé. Let the church 
member abandon his false peace. Let the sinner come to the Son of God while mercy is 
still offered. For when the day of judgment comes, the only boldness that will remain is the 
boldness of those who are in Christ. And that is the doctrine of boldness from first to last. 

 

 

Conclusion to the Series: The Doctrine of Boldness 

Now that this short series is finished, the main lesson ought to be plain. Biblical boldness 
is not natural swagger, not fleshly harshness, not public performance, and not the 
shameless self-confidence this world admires. It is also not silence dressed up as humility, 
fear wrapped in soft language, or religious caution pretending to be wisdom. What we 
learned in these studies is that real boldness begins where modern men do not want it to 
begin, in righteousness. “The righteous are bold as a lion” (Prov. 28:1). Then it grows 
through wisdom, because a man who knows what God has said stops carrying himself like 
a spiritual coward. It shows itself in preaching when men stop apologizing for the word of 
God. It gets forged through suffering, because some of the strongest saints are the ones 
who got hit and kept standing. It is balanced by meekness, because Christlike authority is 
not the same thing as carnal aggression. It is rooted at the throne, because the deepest 
boldness a believer has is not first before men but before God through the blood of Jesus 
Christ. And finally, it reaches its highest point in the day of judgment, because the greatest 
boldness of all is the confidence of a man found in Christ when he stands before God. That 
is the doctrine in full. It is not shallow. It is not cosmetic. It is not psychological. It is 
redemptive, practical, doctrinal, and eternal. 

What this series should have done is strip away every counterfeit. It should have shown 
that loud men are not always bold, soft men are not always meek, and religious men are 
not always ready for judgment. It should have made it plain that boldness cannot be 
reduced to style, temperament, or image. A naturally quiet saint may have more scriptural 



boldness than a loud pulpiteer, because true boldness comes from truth, conscience, 
fellowship with Christ, suffering under God’s hand, and confidence in the finished work of 
Calvary. It should also have made us see how much of modern Christianity is operating on 
the wrong fuel. Some are fueled by approval. Some are fueled by fear. Some are fueled by 
pride. Some are fueled by platform. But biblical boldness is fueled by righteousness, 
wisdom, the Holy Ghost, and the blood of Jesus Christ. That means the answer is not to 
imitate somebody’s mannerisms. The answer is to get near the Lord, get right with the 
Book, get honest about sin, get settled in Christ, and stand where God tells you to stand. 

So what do we do with this information. First, we judge ourselves. We ask whether what we 
have called boldness has really been the flesh. We ask whether what we have called 
meekness has really been fear. We ask whether we have been too eager to look strong 
before men while remaining weak before God. We ask whether we have hesitated to speak 
when truth demanded speech, or whether we have spoken in a way that served our pride 
instead of the Lord Jesus Christ. Then, having judged ourselves, we go forward with the 
right aim. We seek righteousness, because the righteous are bold as a lion. We seek 
wisdom, because wisdom changes the face and steadies the man. We seek to preach and 
speak plainly without apology. We endure battle without folding. We stay under the 
meekness and gentleness of Christ. We come boldly to the throne of grace through the 
blood of Jesus. And we rest in the righteousness of Christ so fully that the day of judgment 
is not a terror to us but a settled certainty in Him. That is what this series was meant to 
produce, not admiration for a doctrine only, but obedience to it. If we have learned that, 
then this short series has done exactly what it needed to do. 

 

 



 


