
Sermon Title: 
The Book That Divides Men: The Living Sword of God 

Key Passage: 
Hebrews 4:12 — “For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any 
twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the 
joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” 

Series: 
Foundations of the Word of Truth 

Topic: 
The Dividing Power of the Word of God 

Book: 
Hebrews, 2 Timothy, Psalms, John, 1 Corinthians 

Speaker: 
Paul Tackett 

Suggested Sermon Text: 
Hebrews 4:1–13; 2 Timothy 2:15; 2 Timothy 3:16–17; Psalm 119:89; Psalm 119:105; John 
17:17; Matthew 4:4; 1 Corinthians 2:13; Ephesians 6:17 

Short Sermon Description: 
This sermon outline presents Hebrews 4:12 as one of the clearest statements in Scripture 
on the living, cutting, searching, and dividing power of the word of God. The Bible does not 
merely comfort men; it exposes them. It divides truth from error, faith from unbelief, soul 
from spirit, flesh from Spirit, law from grace, Israel from the Church, prophecy from 
mystery, and the thoughts of the heart from the intentions hidden beneath them. This 
message shows why the King James Bible must remain the believer’s final authority, why 
right division is commanded by God, and why no preacher, church, tradition, scholar, or 
religious system has the right to dull the edge of the sword God gave His people. 

The Book That Divides Men 

The Living Sword of God 

Introduction 

The Bible is not a harmless religious decoration to be laid on a coffee table, carried under a 
preacher’s arm, quoted at funerals, and ignored in daily life. It is not a denominational 
handbook, a moral suggestion book, a collection of inspirational sayings, or a dead relic 
from ancient religious history. Hebrews 4:12 says, “For the word of God is quick, and 



powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword.” That means the Bible is alive. It moves. It 
cuts. It pierces. It searches. It exposes. It enters places no preacher can enter and 
uncovers things no counselor can see. Men may close the Book, mock the Book, correct 
the Book, neglect the Book, or misquote the Book, but they cannot make the Book dead. 
God’s word is quick. 

The context of Hebrews 4 deals with rest, unbelief, hardness of heart, and the danger of 
falling short of what God has spoken. Hebrews is written to Hebrews, and its doctrinal 
setting must not be carelessly flattened into the Church-age epistles. There are passages in 
Hebrews that carry a strong Jewish, tribulational, and covenantal weight. But that does not 
mean Hebrews is useless to the Body of Christ. All Scripture is profitable, and Hebrews 
4:12 gives a timeless truth about the nature of the word of God. The Bible, rightly handled, 
rightly believed, and rightly divided, will expose unbelief wherever it hides. It exposed 
unbelief in the wilderness. It exposed unbelief in Israel. It exposes unbelief in religion. It 
exposes unbelief in the heart of every man who hears God speak and refuses to believe 
Him. 

The modern religious world wants a Bible with no edge. It wants a Bible that affirms 
everybody, judges nobody, corrects nothing, divides nothing, and offends no one. It wants a 
Bible that can be adjusted by scholars, redefined by denominations, spiritualized by 
theologians, and softened by preachers who fear men more than God. But God did not 
compare His word to a feather. He compared it to a sword. The Bible divides men because 
truth always divides. It divides the believer from the unbeliever, the approved workman 
from the ashamed workman, sound doctrine from false doctrine, grace from works, Christ 
from religion, and the Spirit’s witness from the flesh’s excuses. A man can either submit to 
the sword or be cut by it, but he cannot escape it. 

I. The Word of God Is Alive, Not Dead 

Key Text: Hebrews 4:12 
Supporting Texts: John 6:63; 1 Peter 1:23; Psalm 119:89 

Hebrews 4:12 begins by saying, “For the word of God is quick.” The word “quick” means 
living. The Bible is not alive because men say nice things about it. It is alive because God 
breathed it, preserved it, and uses it. Jesus said in John 6:63, “the words that I speak unto 
you, they are spirit, and they are life.” A dead book cannot give life. A dead book cannot 
convict sin. A dead book cannot build faith. A dead book cannot comfort the 
brokenhearted, expose the hypocrite, rebuke the rebel, strengthen the saint, and reveal the 
Saviour. But the word of God does all of that because it is not like any other book ever 
written. 



First Peter 1:23 says the believer is born again “by the word of God, which liveth and 
abideth for ever.” That living word is not dependent upon the approval of universities, 
seminaries, publishing houses, councils, popes, scholars, or Bible committees. God’s 
word lived before the critic was born, and it will still be living after the critic is buried. Men 
have attacked it, burned it, banned it, revised it, corrected it, commercialized it, and tried 
to replace it, but they have never killed it. The Book lives because the God who gave it lives. 

This matters because a living Book demands a living response. You do not approach the 
Bible as a museum artifact. You approach it as the words of the living God. When it speaks, 
God is speaking. When it warns, God is warning. When it promises, God is promising. When 
it commands, God is commanding. The believer who treats the Bible as optional will 
become weak, unstable, emotional, and easily deceived. The believer who treats it as living 
will fear it, believe it, study it, and obey it. 

Main Truth: 
The Bible is not a dead religious book; it is the living word of the living God. 

II. The Word of God Is Powerful, Not Passive 

Key Text: Hebrews 4:12 
Supporting Texts: Romans 1:16; Romans 10:17; Isaiah 55:11 

Hebrews 4:12 says the word of God is “powerful.” God’s word does not merely inform; it 
performs the work God sends it to do. Isaiah 55:11 says, “So shall my word be that goeth 
forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void.” That is not said of church programs, 
motivational talks, denominational statements, emotional music, religious entertainment, 
or man-made philosophy. It is said of God’s word. The power is not in the personality of the 
preacher. The power is not in the atmosphere of the building. The power is not in the 
cleverness of the sermon title. The power is in the word God gave. 

Romans 1:16 says the gospel of Christ “is the power of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth.” The sinner is not saved by ceremony, sentiment, effort, culture, water, wafers, 
priests, candles, sacraments, church membership, or moral improvement. He is saved 
when he believes the gospel of Christ. That gospel is not weak. It can save a drunkard, a 
thief, a religious hypocrite, a proud scholar, a broken sinner, a dying man, and a guilty 
conscience because its power rests in the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Romans 10:17 says, “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” 
Faith is not produced by imagination. It is not produced by emotional pressure. It is not 
produced by manipulation. It comes by hearing the word of God. That is why Satan works 
so hard to keep people away from the Book. He does not fear a church with a stage and no 



Scripture. He does not fear a preacher with jokes and no doctrine. He fears the word of God 
preached plainly, believed sincerely, and applied by the Holy Ghost. 

Main Truth: 
God’s word carries God’s power, and no human substitute can do what Scripture does. 

III. The Word of God Is Sharper Than Any Twoedged Sword 

Key Text: Hebrews 4:12 
Supporting Texts: Ephesians 6:17; Revelation 1:16; Revelation 19:15 

God compares His word to a sword. Ephesians 6:17 calls it “the sword of the Spirit, which 
is the word of God.” That tells the believer what the Holy Ghost uses in spiritual warfare. 
The Spirit does not arm the saint with dreams, moods, traditions, feelings, slogans, or 
religious noise. He arms him with Scripture. A sword is not made for decoration. It is made 
to cut. It divides. It defends. It exposes. It stops the enemy. A Christian who does not know 
his Bible is standing in a battlefield with an empty hand. 

Hebrews 4:12 says this sword is “sharper than any twoedged sword.” A twoedged sword 
cuts both ways. The word of God cuts the sinner, and it cuts the saint. It cuts false doctrine, 
and it cuts false motives. It cuts religious pride, and it cuts worldly compromise. It cuts the 
man in the pew, and it cuts the preacher in the pulpit. No man has the right to dull the 
blade because he does not like where it cuts. Preachers who soften the Bible to keep a 
crowd are not helping people; they are hiding the surgeon’s knife while the disease 
spreads. 

Revelation presents the Lord Jesus Christ with a sharp sword proceeding out of His mouth. 
That imagery is not accidental. Christ rules, judges, and conquers by His word. The world 
imagines judgment as merely fire, armies, earthquakes, and catastrophe, but the final 
issue is what God has spoken. The same word that saves the believer will judge the 
unbeliever. The same Book men laughed at will be the Book they answer to. The sword may 
be mocked now, but it will not be mocked forever. 

Main Truth: 
The word of God is not a dull religious suggestion; it is the Spirit’s sword that cuts with 
divine authority. 

IV. The Word of God Divides Soul and Spirit 

Key Text: Hebrews 4:12 
Supporting Texts: 1 Thessalonians 5:23; Genesis 2:7; 1 Corinthians 2:14–15 



Hebrews 4:12 says the word of God pierces “even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit.” 
That is a division no psychologist can make, no philosopher can explain, and no religious 
system can manufacture. Man is not merely a body with instincts. He is a spiritual being 
made by God. First Thessalonians 5:23 speaks of the believer’s “whole spirit and soul and 
body.” The Bible identifies distinctions inside man that the natural man cannot properly 
understand because he does not have the final authority that reveals them. 

The soul has to do with the person, the self, the seat of individuality, desire, affection, and 
consciousness. The spirit has to do with God-consciousness and spiritual capacity. Sin has 
damaged man so deeply that he cannot repair himself from the inside. That is why he 
needs the word of God to reveal him as he truly is. Men confuse personality with spirituality, 
emotion with conviction, intellect with discernment, and religious feeling with the witness 
of the Holy Ghost. The Bible cuts through all of that and shows what belongs to the soul 
and what belongs to the spirit. 

This is why the Bible believer must be careful about trusting himself. Jeremiah 17:9 says the 
heart is “deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked.” A man can be sincere and 
wrong. He can be emotional and carnal. He can be religious and lost. He can be busy in 
ministry and spiritually cold. Only the word of God can pierce deeply enough to expose the 
difference between what a man feels and what God says. The Book divides where man 
blurs. 

Main Truth: 
The word of God reaches into the deepest parts of man and divides what human wisdom 
cannot separate. 

V. The Word of God Discerns the Thoughts and Intents of the Heart 

Key Text: Hebrews 4:12 
Supporting Texts: Jeremiah 17:9–10; Psalm 139:23–24; 1 Corinthians 4:5 

Hebrews 4:12 says the word of God “is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” 
That is one of the most frightening and merciful truths in the Bible. Men can hide actions 
from other men. They can hide motives behind religious language. They can hide rebellion 
under excuses. They can hide pride under doctrinal vocabulary. They can hide bitterness 
under “concern.” They can hide laziness under “waiting on the Lord.” But the word of God 
goes past the public image and enters the inner courtroom of the heart. 

Jeremiah 17:10 says, “I the LORD search the heart, I try the reins.” God does not merely 
judge what a man did. He knows why he did it. A man may preach truth for pride, give 
money for applause, pray publicly for reputation, study doctrine for argument, serve the 
church for control, and condemn sin in others while protecting it in himself. The Bible 



exposes motives. It asks not only, “What did you do?” but “Why did you do it?” That is why 
carnal men do not enjoy strong Bible preaching. It does not stop at the surface. 

Psalm 139:23–24 says, “Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my 
thoughts.” That is the right response to the cutting power of Scripture. The proud man runs 
from the sword. The humble man submits to it. He knows the cut of Scripture is not meant 
to destroy the obedient believer but to cleanse him, correct him, and make him useful. The 
Bible wounds in order to heal. It exposes in order to restore. It cuts in order to remove what 
should never have remained. 

Main Truth: 
The word of God does not merely judge outward actions; it exposes the hidden motives of 
the heart. 

VI. The Word of God Divides Truth From Error 

Key Text: John 17:17 
Supporting Texts: Isaiah 8:20; 1 John 4:1; 2 Timothy 4:2–4 

Jesus said in John 17:17, “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.” That settles 
the issue of authority. Truth is not decided by vote, tradition, scholarship, popularity, 
emotion, or denominational history. God’s word is truth. When something agrees with the 
Bible, it is true. When something contradicts the Bible, it is false. That is not narrow-
mindedness. That is faith in the final authority God gave. 

Isaiah 8:20 says, “To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, 
it is because there is no light in them.” That verse gives the believer a clean test. Every 
preacher, prophet, teacher, denomination, confession, council, religious experience, and 
spiritual claim must be brought to the Book. The question is not, “Was it impressive?” The 
question is, “Was it according to this word?” False doctrine often sounds religious. It 
borrows Bible language. It quotes verses. It claims love, unity, history, scholarship, and 
spiritual experience. But the word of God divides truth from error. 

Second Timothy 4 warns that the time will come when men “will not endure sound 
doctrine.” That time is not coming; it is here. People want teachers who will scratch their 
ears, affirm their feelings, avoid hard doctrine, and make the Bible less offensive. But the 
preacher’s charge remains: “Preach the word.” Not preach the culture. Not preach the 
trend. Not preach the denomination. Not preach self-help with Bible garnish. Preach the 
word. The Book is still the dividing line between light and darkness. 

Main Truth: 
The word of God is the final authority that separates truth from error. 



VII. The Word of God Divides the Approved Workman From the Ashamed Workman 

Key Text: 2 Timothy 2:15 
Supporting Texts: 1 Corinthians 2:13; Nehemiah 8:8; 2 Peter 3:16 

Second Timothy 2:15 commands the believer to study and to rightly divide the word of 
truth. That means the Bible contains divisions God expects the student to recognize. The 
approved workman does not create those divisions; he honors them. The ashamed 
workman ignores them, blurs them, or replaces them with man-made systems. Right 
division is not an optional advanced hobby for Bible students. It is the command 
connected to being approved unto God. 

Nehemiah 8:8 gives the right pattern: “So they read in the book in the law of God distinctly, 
and gave the sense, and caused them to understand the reading.” That is real Bible 
ministry. Read it distinctly. Give the sense. Cause understanding. Do not spiritualize the 
plain meaning into fog. Do not steal Israel’s promises and hand them to the Church. Do not 
drag Church-age believers into tribulation passages. Do not mix law and grace, prophecy 
and mystery, kingdom truth and Body truth, Peter’s Jewish ministry and Paul’s Gentile 
apostleship. Let the Book say what it says where it says it. 

Second Peter 3:16 warns that unstable men wrest Scripture, especially some things in 
Paul’s epistles. That is why considering Paul’s doctrine is essential for the Church age. The 
word of God divides approved workmen from ashamed workmen by how they handle the 
Book. A man may be eloquent, educated, famous, emotional, and sincere, but if he cannot 
rightly divide the word of truth, he will leave confusion behind him. The preacher who 
mishandles the Bible is not harmless. He may be sincere, but sincerity with a dull sword 
still wounds the sheep. 

Main Truth: 
The word of God exposes whether a man is an approved workman or an ashamed handler 
of Scripture. 

VIII. The Word of God Divides Israel, the Church, Prophecy, and Mystery 

Key Text: 1 Corinthians 10:32 
Supporting Texts: Acts 3:21; Romans 16:25; Ephesians 3:1–9; Romans 11:25–29 

First Corinthians 10:32 gives three groups that must not be blended: “the Jews,” “the 
Gentiles,” and “the church of God.” Much of modern theology is a wreck because it refuses 
that verse. It treats Israel and the Church as interchangeable. It takes promises given to 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, David, and Israel and hands them to the Church while leaving Israel 
with the curses. It turns the kingdom into a metaphor, the throne of David into a symbol, 



and the Church into spiritual Israel. But the word of God divides what theology tries to 
blend. 

Acts 3:21 speaks of things “spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world 
began.” Romans 16:25 speaks of “the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret 
since the world began.” Those are not the same category. Prophecy was spoken since the 
world began. Mystery was kept secret since the world began. Prophecy concerns Israel’s 
covenants, kingdom, land, throne, Messiah, and restoration. Mystery concerns the Body of 
Christ, the one new man, the dispensation of grace, and truth revealed through Paul. 

The Bible divides Israel from the Church without destroying either one. Israel has earthly 
promises connected to land, kingdom, and national restoration. The Church has a heavenly 
calling in Christ. Israel will be restored. The Church will be caught up. Israel goes through 
the time of Jacob’s trouble. The Body of Christ is not appointed to wrath. When the word of 
God is believed, the pieces fit. When the word of God is blurred, every doctrine becomes a 
denominational argument. 

Main Truth: 
The word of God divides Israel, the Church, prophecy, and mystery so that God’s program is 
not lost in religious confusion. 

IX. The Word of God Divides Every Man Before God 

Key Text: Hebrews 4:13 
Supporting Texts: John 12:48; Romans 14:12; Revelation 20:11–15 

Hebrews 4:13 follows the statement about the word of God by saying, “Neither is there any 
creature that is not manifest in his sight.” The Book that exposes the heart brings every man 
before the God who sees all. Men may hide from churches, families, employers, spouses, 
and neighbors, but they cannot hide from God. All things are “naked and opened unto the 
eyes of him with whom we have to do.” That is not poetic language. That is the final reality. 

John 12:48 says, “the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.” 
Men who reject the Bible will not escape the Bible. The words they mocked will meet them 
again. The gospel they neglected will testify against them. The Christ they refused will be 
their Judge. The religious excuses they trusted will collapse under the authority of what God 
said. The issue at judgment will not be whether a man was respectable, sincere, educated, 
baptized, confirmed, moral, or religious. The issue will be what he did with the light God 
gave and the Saviour God sent. 

For the believer, this truth should produce reverence, humility, and obedience. The 
Christian will not stand at the Great White Throne for condemnation, but he will give 



account at the judgment seat of Christ. The same Bible that assures him of salvation also 
searches his service. The same word that tells him he is accepted in the Beloved also 
teaches him to walk worthy of the Lord. No man escapes the dividing power of the Book. It 
either saves him when believed or judges him when rejected. 

Main Truth: 
The word of God brings every man out of hiding and leaves him exposed before the God 
who sees all. 

Conclusion 

The Bible is the Book that divides men because it is the word of God. It is quick. It is 
powerful. It is sharper than any twoedged sword. It pierces to the dividing asunder of soul 
and spirit. It discerns the thoughts and intents of the heart. It divides truth from error, faith 
from unbelief, flesh from Spirit, approved workmen from ashamed workmen, and sound 
doctrine from religious confusion. That is why the world hates it, religion corrects it, 
scholars dissect it, devils attack it, and carnal men avoid it. The Bible cuts too deep to be 
treated as a toy. 

But the cutting of the Bible is not cruelty. It is mercy. A surgeon cuts to remove what will kill 
a man. The word of God cuts to expose sin, unbelief, false doctrine, pride, and self-
deception before they destroy the soul or ruin the believer’s service. The man who resents 
the cut of Scripture resents the very tool God uses to make him clean, wise, and useful. The 
right response to Hebrews 4:12 is not to dull the sword, but to bow beneath it. Let it cut 
where it must. Let it divide what God divides. Let it correct what is wrong. Let it expose 
what is hidden. Let it bring the heart under the authority of God. 

The Church does not need a softer Bible. It needs stronger Bible believers. It does not need 
preachers who apologize for the sword. It needs workmen who know how to handle it. It 
does not need more religious fog. It needs the Book opened, read distinctly, preached 
plainly, divided rightly, and believed fully. When the word of God is given its rightful place, 
sinners are pointed to Christ, saints are established in truth, doctrine becomes clear, the 
gospel remains pure, and Jesus Christ receives the glory that belongs to Him. 

Final Call 

The sinner does not need to be entertained. He needs to be exposed. He needs the word of 
God to show him his guilt, his helplessness, his sin, and his need of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The Bible declares that all have sinned and come short of the glory of God. It declares that 
the wages of sin is death. It declares that Christ died for our sins according to the 
scriptures, that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the 
scriptures. 



Do not hide from the sword. Let the word of God tell the truth about you so the gospel can 
tell the truth about Christ. You are guilty, but Christ died for the guilty. You are lost, but 
Christ came to seek and to save that which was lost. You cannot save yourself, but Christ 
finished the work. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved. 

Believer, do not spend your life asking God for direction while neglecting the Book that gives 
light. Open the Bible. Believe it. Study it. Compare Scripture with Scripture. Rightly divide it. 
Let it search you before you try to use it on others. Let it cut your pride, correct your 
doctrine, cleanse your motives, and strengthen your faith. The Book that divides men is 
also the Book that builds the man who submits to it. 

Closing Verse: 
Psalm 119:105 — “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” 

Closing Statement: 
The man who bows to the sword of Scripture will be shaped by truth, but the man who 
rejects it will one day be judged by the very words he refused to believe. 

 


