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Introduction to the Series 

The Theology of Thorns 

The Theology of Thorns is an unusual title, but that is exactly why this study matters. 
Sometimes the deepest Bible truths are not sitting on the surface with a big sign over them. 
Sometimes they are hidden in a word, a repeated image, a first mention, a pattern, or a 
small detail that most people read past without stopping. That is what happened with this 
study. We took the word thorn and followed it through the King James Bible, and what 
appeared at first to be a simple word study turned into a powerful doctrinal trail running 
from Genesis to Calvary, from the curse to the crown, from Adam’s field to Christ’s 
brow, and from judgment to restoration. 

The first major appearance of thorns comes after Adam’s sin, when God says in Genesis 
3:18, “Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee.” That means the thorn is not 
merely a plant in Scripture. It is one of the first visible signs of the curse. It is the ground 
itself testifying that sin has entered the world. From there, the word begins to open up 
across the Bible. Thorns become pictures of vexation, compromise, enemies, false gods, 
slothfulness, spiritual choking, barren worship, false fruit, judgment, and painful affliction. 
Again and again, the thorn appears where sin has brought resistance, pain, barrenness, 
danger, or divine warning. 

But the thread does not stop in the Old Testament. It reaches its most powerful point in the 
Gospels, where the soldiers platted a crown of thorns and placed it upon the head of 
Jesus Christ. That is the heart of the whole series. The curse that first appeared in Adam’s 
field was pressed into the brow of the sinless Son of God. The world mocked Him as King, 
but heaven was preaching through the mockery. Man’s sin produced the thorn, but God’s 
Son wore the thorn. That one connection alone is enough to make a Bible believer stop and 
stare at the Book a little longer. 

This 15-part series studies that thread in detail. We will look at the curse that grew from the 
ground, Adam’s sweat and Christ’s blood, the second Adam and the first curse, thorns in 
Israel’s sides and eyes, the gods that became a snare, the thorn hedge of the slothful, 



sowing among thorns, the cares that choke the word, false fruit from corrupt trees, altars 
covered with thorns, the fire of thorns, the sons of Belial as thorns thrust away, Paul’s thorn 
in the flesh, the crown of thorns, and finally the promise of Isaiah 55:13: “Instead of the 
thorn shall come up the fir tree.” 

This is not just a botanical study. This is a study of sin, judgment, discernment, suffering, 
substitution, redemption, and restoration. The thorn shows us what sin did to the world. 
The crown of thorns shows us what Christ bore for sinners. And the promise that the thorn 
will one day be replaced shows us that the curse is not the final word. The Bible begins with 
thorns growing from cursed ground, but it ends with “no more curse.” That is the trail this 
series follows, and it is deeper than most people would ever expect from one sharp little 
word in the Bible. 

 

 

1 of 15: The Theology of Thorns - The Curse That Grew From the Ground 

Introduction 

The first thorn in the Bible does not show up in a florist’s arrangement, a field guide, a 
decorative sermon illustration, or some innocent little patch of weeds on the side of a 
country road. It shows up after a man disobeys God, after a woman is deceived, after a 
serpent lies, after the word of God is questioned, after the first home is wrecked, after the 
first marriage is scarred, after the first sin enters the world, and after the ground itself is 
cursed for man’s sake. That is where the thorn begins. You do not get the thorn in Genesis 1 
when God says everything is “very good.” You do not get the thorn when Adam names the 
animals. You do not get the thorn when God plants a garden eastward in Eden. You get the 
thorn after man has listened to the devil, rejected the commandment, taken the forbidden 
fruit, and tried to hide from God behind fig leaves. That tells you something. A thorn is not 
just a thorn in your Bible. It is a testimony. It is a sermon sticking up out of the dirt. It is 
creation preaching against sin. 

The Bible says in Genesis 3:17-18, “And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened 
unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, 
Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all 
the days of thy life; Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat 
the herb of the field.” There it is. The first mention of thorns is not disconnected from 
doctrine. It is not a throwaway word. It is tied directly to the fall, the curse, sorrow, sweat, 
labor, food, death, and the whole broken condition of the world under sin. The ground that 
was supposed to serve man now resists man. The earth that was supposed to yield fruit 



now brings forth opposition. The soil that received the blessing of God now groans under 
the burden of Adam’s rebellion. The thorn grows because sin entered. Before there is a 
crown of thorns on the head of Christ, there are thorns in Adam’s field. 

That is why this series matters. The Bible is not written like a modern textbook where every 
doctrine is filed alphabetically under a clean little heading. God hides truth in words, 
patterns, first mentions, repeated images, contrasts, shadows, types, and providential 
details that the careless reader walks over like a blind man walking through a field full of 
diamonds. The thorn is one of those trails. It begins in Genesis with the curse. It shows up 
in Israel as vexation. It appears in the prophets as judgment. It appears in the parables as 
worldliness choking the word. It appears in Paul’s life as a thorn in the flesh. Then it 
appears at Calvary as a crown pressed upon the head of Jesus Christ. You can laugh that 
off if you want to, but a Bible believer who has any spiritual sense at all ought to stop, look, 
and say, “There is something here.” And there is. The thorn is a sharp little witness that sin 
damaged more than man’s emotions. Sin touched the ground, the body, the labor, the 
harvest, the world, and finally the brow of the Son of God. 

1. The Thorn Begins After the Word of God Is Questioned 

The thorn grows out of a chapter where the word of God is first attacked. Genesis 3:1 says, 
“Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had 
made.” The first thing the devil does is not hand Eve a sword, a bottle, an idol, or a 
philosophy book. He starts by talking about what God said. “Yea, hath God said.” That is the 
beginning of the mess. Every thorn in the field is connected to that question. Every 
graveyard, every hospital bed, every funeral home, every broken home, every battlefield, 
every sweat-soaked face of a tired man trying to pull bread out of the earth is downstream 
from a creature questioning the word of God and a man failing to stand on what God said. 

This is not small doctrine. The fall of man begins with a Bible issue. It begins with authority. 
It begins with whether God’s words are final or whether they can be reinterpreted, adjusted, 
questioned, softened, corrected, and negotiated with. The serpent did not need to deny 
God entirely. He only needed to loosen Eve’s grip on the exact word. The whole ruin starts 
when man stops treating God’s commandment as the final court of appeal. That is why a 
Bible believer had better be careful when some smooth talker comes along saying, “That is 
not what God really meant,” or “The wording is not important,” or “We need to update that,” 
or “The original probably said something else.” That spirit is older than the printing press. It 
was hissing in Eden before there was a pulpit, a seminary, or a church council. 

Now watch the result. Once the word is questioned, the commandment is broken. Once 
the commandment is broken, fellowship is damaged. Once fellowship is damaged, fear 



enters. Once fear enters, hiding begins. Once hiding begins, excuses follow. Then judgment 
comes, and with judgment comes the curse, and with the curse comes thorns. That is the 
line. You cannot separate Genesis 3:18 from Genesis 3:1. The thorn in the ground is 
connected to the attack on the word of God. The ground became hard because man’s heart 
became rebellious. The soil began producing thorns because man received the serpent’s 
lie. When a man treats God’s word lightly, he should not be shocked when his field begins 
to fight him. 

2. The Thorn Is the First Visible Growth of the Curse 

Genesis 3:18 says, “Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee.” Notice the wording. 
The ground does not merely stop producing. It produces the wrong thing. That is important. 
The curse does not leave man in a neutral world. It puts man in a world where the ground 
itself brings forth resistance. Man still has to eat, but now he eats through sorrow. Man still 
works, but now work has sweat attached to it. Man still lives on the earth, but now the earth 
has teeth. A thorn is the earth showing its teeth against the sinner. It is small, sharp, 
irritating, painful, and everywhere. It does not need to be a mountain to make a man bleed. 
It just needs to be a thorn. 

That is how sin works. Men always think sin must be judged by the size of the act. God 
shows you the reach of it. One bite of forbidden fruit and the ground is cursed. One act of 
rebellion and the world changes. One man’s disobedience and death passes upon all men. 
Romans 5:12 says, “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by 
sin.” That is not philosophy. That is history. Adam sinned, and the whole human race got a 
funeral notice. Adam sinned, and the ground got thorns. Adam sinned, and labor got 
sorrow. Adam sinned, and childbirth got pain. Adam sinned, and man was driven from the 
garden. Adam sinned, and the cherubims and flaming sword guarded the way to the tree of 
life. You can call that severe if you want to, but God calls it righteous. 

The thorn is the first botanical witness that the world is not normal. People talk about 
“nature” like nature is some innocent goddess with clean hands and a pure heart. The Bible 
does not talk that way. Romans 8:22 says, “For we know that the whole creation groaneth 
and travaileth in pain together until now.” Creation is groaning. Creation is not sitting 
around in a yoga pose humming with spiritual harmony. Creation is under bondage. The 
rose has beauty, but it has thorns. The field has harvest, but it has weeds. The ground yields 
bread, but it demands sweat. The animal world is full of blood, teeth, claws, venom, decay, 
and death. That is not the “very good” world untouched by sin. That is creation under the 
consequences of man’s fall, and the thorn is one of the first sharp witnesses that God’s 
judgment reached the soil. 



3. The Thorn Shows That Sin Affects More Than the Soul 

Modern religion loves to shrink sin down into a psychological problem, a social problem, a 
self-esteem problem, or a bad habit problem. The Bible does not play that game. In 
Genesis 3, sin affects the spirit, the conscience, the marriage, the body, the ground, the 
labor, the future, and the whole created order around man. Adam does not merely feel 
guilty. He hides. Eve does not merely make a mistake. She is deceived and then faces 
multiplied sorrow. The serpent does not merely get corrected. He is cursed. The ground 
does not merely remain as it was. It is cursed for Adam’s sake. Sin is not a private little stain 
hidden in the corner of a man’s personality. It is a poison that spreads through everything it 
touches. 

That is one reason the thorn is such a powerful word. It proves that sin is not just inward. It 
becomes outward. It takes form. It grows. It pierces. It resists. It multiplies in the 
environment where man lives. A man can say, “My sin is between me and God,” but 
Genesis 3 tells you his sin can affect his wife, his children, his work, his home, his field, and 
the world around him. Adam’s sin did not remain locked in Adam’s chest. It showed up in 
Eve’s sorrow, Cain’s murder, Abel’s blood, Lamech’s violence, Noah’s flood, Babel’s 
confusion, and every grave between Genesis and Revelation. The thorn is just one of the 
early signs that sin never stays as small as the sinner promised it would be. 

That is why sentimental preaching cannot handle Genesis 3. It wants a soft God, a 
harmless devil, a victimized man, and a world that just needs encouragement. The Bible 
gives you a holy God, a lying serpent, a guilty man, and a cursed ground. It does not pat 
Adam on the back and say, “You made a poor choice, but you are still amazing.” It tells him 
the truth. “Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.” That is rough medicine, but it is 
clean medicine. The thorn growing from the cursed ground is God’s way of making man live 
with a daily reminder that sin is not theoretical. Every prick in the hand, every weed in the 
field, every sweat-soaked brow, every failed harvest, every aching back from labor, every 
funeral procession, all of it says the same thing: God told the truth, and man became a liar. 

4. The Thorn Turns Labor Into Sorrow 

Before Adam fell, work was not a curse. That needs to be said because lazy men love to 
pretend work itself is the enemy. Genesis 2:15 says, “And the LORD God took the man, and 
put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it.” Adam had work before he had 
sin. Work is not the curse. Sorrow in work is connected to the curse. Sweat, frustration, 
resistance, exhaustion, futility, thorns, and death are tied to the fallen condition. The 
ground still yields, but it does not yield without a fight. Bread still comes, but now bread is 



pulled from the earth through sweat. That is Genesis 3:19: “In the sweat of thy face shalt 
thou eat bread.” 

There is a whole sermon in that. Man was made to serve God, subdue the earth, and 
exercise dominion under divine authority. But after the fall, his labor is marked by sorrow. 
He plants, and weeds come. He builds, and decay comes. He saves, and thieves come. He 
plans, and trouble comes. He repairs one thing, and another breaks. He gets one field 
cleared, and another patch grows over. He gets through one season, and the next season 
starts. That is not merely “life.” That is life under the curse. The thorn in the field is the 
Bible’s way of saying, “Man, you are not in Eden anymore.” The ground is still God’s ground, 
but it no longer treats man like an innocent king. 

That also explains why people feel such deep frustration with the world. A man can have 
money, tools, machines, education, technology, and still be unable to escape the curse. He 
can trade a hoe for a tractor, a candle for electricity, a handwritten letter for a phone, a dirt 
road for an interstate, and he still has thorns. He has digital thorns now. Financial thorns. 
Health thorns. Family thorns. Mental thorns. Legal thorns. Political thorns. Religious 
thorns. The form changes, but the doctrine does not. The world resists fallen man because 
fallen man resisted God. The sweat on Adam’s face is still showing up in the office, the 
warehouse, the field, the shop, the ministry, the pulpit, the business, and the home. The 
curse did not vanish because man invented air conditioning. 

5. The Thorn Points Forward to the Crown 

Here is where the Bible starts to shine. The first mention of thorns is in Genesis 3, but the 
most famous crown in history is made of thorns. Matthew 27:29 says, “And when they had 
platted a crown of thorns, they put it upon his head.” Mark 15:17 says, “And they clothed 
him with purple, and platted a crown of thorns, and put it about his head.” John 19:2 says, 
“And the soldiers platted a crown of thorns, and put it on his head, and they put on him a 
purple robe.” John 19:5 says, “Then came Jesus forth, wearing the crown of thorns, and the 
purple robe. And Pilate saith unto them, Behold the man!” You do not have to be a genius to 
see the trail. The thorn that came from the curse is placed on the head of the one who 
came to bear the curse. 

That crown was mockery from man’s side, but from God’s side it was preaching. Roman 
soldiers thought they were ridiculing a Jewish king. God was displaying the substitute. They 
thought they were humiliating Him. God was revealing Him. They thought the thorns were a 
cruel joke. The Holy Ghost made sure Matthew, Mark, and John recorded the thing so Bible 
believers could trace it back to Eden. The ground brought forth thorns because of Adam’s 
sin. The second Adam wears thorns because He came to redeem sinners from the curse. 



Galatians 3:13 says, “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a 
curse for us.” That does not mean Christ became sinful. It means He bore the judgment, 
the shame, the wrath, the penalty, and the curse as the sinless substitute. 

Do not miss the head. The crown goes on His head. Adam’s rebellion was not a mere bodily 
appetite problem. It was an authority problem. He rejected the headship of God’s word. He 
followed another voice. He stepped out from under divine command. Now Christ, the 
rightful King, the true head, the last Adam, receives the sign of the curse on His brow. The 
thorn that grew from Adam’s field is pressed into Christ’s head. That is substitution with 
thorns in it. That is typology with blood running down its face. That is the Bible showing you, 
not merely telling you, that the Saviour stepped into the ruin Adam caused and bore what 
fallen man deserved. Before Calvary gives you a golden crown, it gives you a crown of 
thorns. 

6. The Thorn Reveals the World’s Hatred of Its King 

When man finally gets his hands on the Son of God, he does not crown Him with gold. He 
crowns Him with thorns. That tells you what the world thinks of its rightful King. The Lord 
Jesus Christ came healing the sick, raising the dead, cleansing lepers, feeding the hungry, 
opening blind eyes, preaching truth, fulfilling Scripture, exposing hypocrites, forgiving 
sinners, and doing always those things that pleased the Father. And when the world 
gathered around Him, it spit in His face, smote Him, mocked Him, stripped Him, scourged 
Him, and crowned Him with the plant that first appeared in connection with the curse. That 
is man’s verdict on God manifest in the flesh. 

The world has not improved. It has better clothes, smoother lies, bigger buildings, faster 
machines, and more polished blasphemy, but it still crowns Christ with thorns whenever it 
gets the chance. It crowns Him with thorns when it denies His deity. It crowns Him with 
thorns when it corrupts His words. It crowns Him with thorns when it turns His gospel into 
sacraments, works, rituals, politics, therapy, race theory, philosophy, prosperity schemes, 
and religious entertainment. It crowns Him with thorns when it sings about Him while 
refusing to obey Him. It crowns Him with thorns when it uses His name for branding but 
rejects His authority in doctrine. It crowns Him with thorns when it says, “Hail, King,” and 
then puts a reed in His hand as if His sceptre is a joke. 

That is why the crown of thorns is not just sad. It is indicting. It exposes man. Man does not 
naturally want the Christ of the Bible. He wants a Christ he can dress up, mock, redefine, 
and control. He wants a Jesus with a reed, not a rod of iron. He wants a Jesus in a purple 
robe for theater, not the King of kings coming with many crowns. Revelation 19:12 says, 
“His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns.” The world once gave 



Him thorns, but He is coming back with crowns. The first time, man mocked His kingship. 
The next time, every knee will bow because God will enforce it. The thorn-crowned King is 
not staying in the judgment hall. He is coming back to take the throne. 

7. The Thorn Will Not Have the Last Word 

The first essay in this series has to begin with the curse, but it cannot end in despair. The 
Bible does not end in Genesis 3. It does not end with Adam hiding, Eve sorrowing, the 
serpent crawling, the ground cursed, and thorns growing. It ends with a redeemed people, 
a holy city, a restored creation, and no more curse. Revelation 22:3 says, “And there shall 
be no more curse.” That is the final answer to Genesis 3. The thorn begins with the curse, 
but the Bible ends with the curse removed. That is not positive thinking. That is prophecy. 
That is not human optimism. That is divine restoration purchased by blood. 

Isaiah 55:13 gives one of the most beautiful reversals in the Old Testament: “Instead of the 
thorn shall come up the fir tree, and instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree.” 
Notice the words “instead of.” God does not merely trim the thornbush. He replaces it. He 
does not decorate the curse. He overturns it. He does not leave the brier in charge of the 
field forever. He brings up the myrtle. The God who judged the ground is the same God who 
can restore the ground. The God who let the thorn testify against sin is the same God who 
can make the fir tree testify of His glory. The curse is real, but it is not eternal for those who 
belong to the Redeemer. 

That is why the thorn trail is so powerful. It begins in a cursed field and ends in restoration. 
It begins with Adam’s disobedience and runs to Christ’s obedience. It begins with the 
ground resisting man and points to the King redeeming creation. It begins with sweat and 
sorrow and moves toward a day when God wipes away all tears. The thorn is not the whole 
story, but it is a necessary witness in the story. It tells you what sin did. It tells you what man 
deserves. It tells you why the world groans. It tells you why Christ had to suffer. And when 
you see that crown on His head, you are looking at more than Roman cruelty. You are 
looking at the curse of Eden being placed upon the brow of the only man who could bear it 
and defeat it. 

Conclusion 

The first appearance of thorns in the Bible is not random, and a Bible believer should never 
treat it like a small detail. Genesis 3:18 is a doctrinal root. “Thorns also and thistles shall it 
bring forth to thee.” That verse explains more about the world than most philosophers ever 
figured out in their whole lives. The world is beautiful, but it is broken. The field can feed 
you, but it can also fight you. The garden can bloom, but the thorn can pierce you. Man can 
labor, but he cannot escape sweat. He can plant, but he cannot command the soil to 



behave like Eden. That is because sin has consequences beyond the sinner’s private 
feelings. Sin brought a curse, and the thorn is one of the first visible growths of that curse. 

This opening study sets the foundation for the whole series. Once you see the thorn in 
Genesis, you are ready to trace it through the rest of Scripture. You will see thorns in the 
sides and eyes of Israel. You will see thorns as the path of the slothful. You will see thorns 
choking the word. You will see thorns growing over altars and palaces. You will see thorns 
burning in judgment. You will see the sons of Belial likened to thorns thrust away. You will 
see Paul’s thorn in the flesh. Then you will see the crown of thorns on the head of Jesus 
Christ, and if your heart is not dead, something in you ought to tremble. The plant that first 
appears as the sign of the curse ends up woven into a crown for the sinless Son of God. 

So here is the doctrine plainly: man’s sin produced the thorn, but God’s Son wore the thorn. 
Adam brought the curse into the field, but Christ bore the curse on His brow. Adam took 
from a tree in rebellion, but Christ hung on a tree in obedience. Adam hid among the trees 
because of guilt, but Christ was lifted up on a tree to bear guilt. Adam’s disobedience filled 
the ground with thorns, but Christ’s obedience will one day remove the curse and restore 
what sin ruined. That is the theology of thorns. It is sharp. It is bloody. It is doctrinal. It is 
prophetic. It starts in Eden, runs through the whole Bible, stops at Calvary, and ends in 
glory when God says there shall be no more curse. 

 

 

2 of 15: The Theology of Thorns - Adam’s Sweat and Christ’s Blood 

Introduction 

There are verses in the Bible that look simple until you put them beside the right cross-
reference, and then the whole thing opens like a door into a room you did not know was 
there. Genesis 3:19 is one of those verses. God says to Adam, “In the sweat of thy face 
shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground.” That is not just a statement about 
farming. That is not just a sentence about hard work. That is God pronouncing the 
conditions of fallen life under the curse. Adam sinned, and sweat entered his labor. Adam 
rebelled, and sorrow entered his food. Adam listened to the serpent, and the ground that 
was supposed to yield to him now resisted him. The man who once stood in a garden 
planted by God is now told he will eat bread through sweat, and that road ends with his 
body going back into the dust from which it came. 

Then you come to Luke 22:44, and the Holy Ghost shows you another Man in another 
garden. The verse says of Jesus Christ, “And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly: 



and his sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground.” That is one of 
the most solemn verses in the Bible. Adam sinned in a garden and brought sweat, sorrow, 
thorns, toil, and death into the world. Christ bowed in a garden and sweat blood as He 
submitted Himself to the Father’s will and moved toward the cross. Adam’s sweat was tied 
to disobedience. Christ’s sweat was tied to obedience. Adam’s sweat came after he chose 
his own will over God’s commandment. Christ’s bloody sweat came as He prayed, 
“nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done.” One man brought the curse down into the 
earth. The other Man brought His blood down to the ground on His way to bear the curse. 

This is not a light subject. This is Bible depth. Before the crown of thorns ever pierced the 
brow of the Lord Jesus Christ, He was already facing the curse in Gethsemane. Before His 
hands and feet were nailed to the tree, His will had already been surrendered before the 
Father. Before men lifted Him up between heaven and earth, He had already fallen on His 
face in prayer. Calvary was the public execution, but Gethsemane was the private agony. 
The cross was where He bore sin before the world, but the garden was where He took the 
cup from the Father’s hand. Adam’s sin turned Eden into exile. Christ’s obedience turned 
Gethsemane into the threshold of redemption. One garden gave us sweat because of sin. 
Another garden gave us blood because of the Saviour. 

1. Adam’s Sweat Was the Mark of Fallen Labor 

Genesis 3:19 says, “In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread.” There is a hard truth in 
that sentence. Work existed before the fall, but sweat in the sense of sorrowful, resistant, 
curse-marked labor comes after the fall. Genesis 2:15 says, “And the LORD God took the 
man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it.” That means work itself 
is not evil. Adam had work before he had a fallen nature. Adam had responsibility before he 
had sin. Adam had stewardship before he had sweat. The curse did not create work. The 
curse changed the conditions under which man would work. 

Before the fall, Adam’s labor was service under blessing. After the fall, Adam’s labor 
became survival under sorrow. Before the fall, the ground was cooperative. After the fall, 
the ground was cursed. Before the fall, man dressed and kept a garden planted by God. 
After the fall, man battled thorns and thistles in a world resisting him. That is why men feel 
the weight of life even when they are not thinking doctrinally. They feel something is wrong. 
They feel the grind. They feel the exhaustion. They feel the constant pressure of keeping 
things alive, fixed, fed, paid, repaired, protected, and moving. That is not just modern 
stress. That is Genesis 3 still preaching. 

Adam’s sweat is not only physical perspiration. It is the mark of life under the curse. It is the 
reminder that man cannot simply stretch out his hand and enjoy Eden anymore. He must 



toil. He must wrestle. He must clear the field. He must pull the weeds. He must deal with 
thorns. He must eat bread in sorrow until he returns to the ground. The sweat on Adam’s 
face is the visible sign that his rebellion did not make him free. It made him a slave to 
death, labor, and decay. The devil promised liberty, but Adam got sweat. The serpent 
promised wisdom, but Adam got a grave. The woman saw that the tree was pleasant, but 
the man found out that sin’s harvest is bitter. 

2. The Ground Received the Curse Because of Man 

God said in Genesis 3:17, “cursed is the ground for thy sake.” That phrase is one of the great 
overlooked statements in the chapter. God does not curse Adam in the same wording He 
uses for the serpent, but He curses the ground for Adam’s sake. The soil beneath Adam’s 
feet becomes a witness against him. The earth that had been given to man under dominion 
now bears a curse connected to man’s disobedience. That means the fall is not merely 
inward. It is cosmic. It affects man’s body, man’s labor, man’s environment, man’s harvest, 
and man’s destination. “Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.” 

The ground becomes central in the story. Adam is made from the dust of the ground. Adam 
sins, and the ground is cursed. Adam must sweat over the ground. Adam’s body will return 
to the ground. Abel’s blood later cries from the ground. Cain is cursed from the earth. Noah 
comes in connection with the ground cursed by the LORD. The whole Bible keeps showing 
you that man’s relationship to the ground is not incidental. The ground is where man was 
formed, where man labors, where man bleeds, where man is buried, and where creation 
waits for deliverance. 

That is why Luke 22:44 is so powerful. Christ’s sweat was “as it were great drops of blood 
falling down to the ground.” The first Adam brought the curse into the ground by 
disobedience. The last Adam brings blood to the ground in obedience. Adam’s sin caused 
sweat to run down his face as he worked the cursed earth. Christ’s agony caused bloody 
sweat to fall to the earth as He submitted to the Father’s will. That is not accidental 
language. The Holy Ghost wants you to see the ground again. The earth that received the 
curse from Adam’s fall now receives the bloody sweat of the Redeemer on His way to the 
cross. 

3. Gethsemane Was the Garden of Surrender 

Gethsemane must be seen in contrast with Eden. In Eden, the first man had no sin, no 
sickness, no curse, no thorns, no death, no hunger, no enemies, and no reason to distrust 
God. He had one prohibition and every reason to obey. Yet in that garden, he chose his own 
way. He listened to the wrong voice. He failed to guard what God gave him. He stood by 



while the serpent deceived his wife, and he ate. The first garden reveals man choosing self-
will in the presence of blessing. 

In Gethsemane, the Lord Jesus Christ enters a garden with the shadow of the cross before 
Him. He knows exactly what is coming. He knows the betrayal. He knows the arrest. He 
knows the false witnesses. He knows the scourging. He knows the nails. He knows the 
crown of thorns. He knows the wrath. He knows He will be made sin for us, who knew no 
sin. And there, in agony, He prays, “Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: 
nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done.” The second garden reveals the obedient Man 
choosing the Father’s will in the presence of suffering. 

That contrast ought to stop every careless mouth. Adam in a garden says, in effect, “Not thy 
will, but mine.” Christ in a garden says, “Not my will, but thine.” Adam had everything 
around him pleasant to the eyes and good from the hand of God, yet he fell. Christ had 
sorrow, agony, betrayal, and the cup before Him, yet He submitted. Adam took from a tree 
and brought death. Christ went to a tree and brought life. Adam disobeyed in a garden and 
got sweat. Christ obeyed in a garden and sweat blood. That is the Bible’s theology, and no 
man-made system can improve it. 

4. Christ’s Bloody Sweat Shows the Weight of the Cup 

Luke says, “And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly.” That word agony matters. Do 
not turn Gethsemane into a sentimental painting where the Lord is merely sad under 
moonlight. He is in agony. The sinless Son of God is facing something no sinner can fully 
measure. He is not afraid like a coward. He is not shrinking because He lacks courage. He 
is staring into the cup of divine wrath, the burden of sin, the judgment of God, and the 
horror of being made sin for us. Men have died bravely in battle. Martyrs have gone singing 
to flames. But no martyr ever faced what Christ faced. No martyr ever bore sin as the Lamb 
of God. 

The bloody sweat shows that the cross was not theater. Redemption was not a religious 
performance. The Saviour was not playacting pain. The agony was real. The pressure was 
real. The cup was real. The submission was real. The blood was real. The ground receiving 
that bloody sweat was real. Every drop preached that the cost of redemption was beyond 
human imagination. Adam’s sweat was the price of fallen bread. Christ’s blood was the 
price of eternal redemption. 

When a man treats sin lightly, he has not spent enough time in Gethsemane. If sin were just 
a mistake, Christ would not be in agony. If sin were just a social disease, Christ would not 
sweat as it were great drops of blood. If sin could be fixed by education, religion, 
sacraments, self-improvement, philosophy, charity, or reform, the Son of God would not 



need to face that cup. Gethsemane tells you what sin costs before Calvary shows you 
payment made. The sweat of Adam tells you what sin did to man’s life. The bloody sweat of 
Christ tells you what sin required from the Redeemer. 

5. Adam Ate Bread by Sweat, Christ Became the Bread by Blood 

Genesis 3:19 says man will eat bread in the sweat of his face. Bread becomes tied to toil. 
Man must labor for it. He must sweat for it. He must pull food out of a resistant earth. That 
is the condition of fallen life. Every loaf of bread in Adam’s world has a history of labor 
behind it. The seed, the soil, the plow, the rain, the harvest, the grinding, the fire, the hands, 
the sweat. Bread is simple on the table, but costly in the field. The curse made even daily 
food a reminder of man’s fall. 

Then Jesus says in John 6:35, “I am the bread of life.” That is not an empty metaphor. The 
Lord takes the language of hunger, bread, life, and satisfaction and brings it to Himself. 
Adam eats bread by sweat because he is dying. Christ becomes the bread of life by blood 
so dying men may live. Adam’s bread sustains a body that still returns to dust. Christ’s 
bread gives life eternal. The first bread is connected to the cursed ground. The true bread 
comes down from heaven. The contrast is beautiful. Man sweats upward from the earth to 
get bread. God sends His Son downward from heaven to be bread. 

And yet that heavenly bread is broken. At the last supper, Jesus took bread, blessed it, 
brake it, and said, “Take, eat: this is my body.” Before the cross, He sweats blood in the 
garden. At the cross, His body is given. Adam’s sweat was tied to eating bread after sin. 
Christ’s blood is tied to becoming the Saviour for sinners. The first Adam’s meal brought 
death into the world. The last Adam gives Himself so men may have life. The first man ate 
what God forbade. The second Man gives what God ordained. There is the difference 
between ruin and redemption. 

6. The Curse Moved From Adam’s Field to Christ’s Body 

The curse in Genesis touches the ground, but at Calvary the curse is borne by Christ. 
Galatians 3:13 says, “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a 
curse for us.” That is one of the strongest substitutionary statements in the Bible. He did 
not merely sympathize with cursed men. He was made a curse for us. He stepped into the 
place of judgment. He took what we deserved. He bore sin, shame, wrath, reproach, and 
death. The curse that showed up in thorns, sweat, sorrow, and dust found its answer in the 
bleeding body of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

That is why the movement from Gethsemane to Calvary matters. In the garden, He accepts 
the cup. In the judgment hall, He accepts the mockery. At the whipping post, He accepts 
the scourge. On His head, He accepts the crown of thorns. In His hands and feet, He 



accepts the nails. On the tree, He bears our sins in His own body. The curse is no longer 
just seen in the field. It is seen on Him. Sweat on Adam’s face becomes bloody sweat on 
Christ’s face. Thorns in Adam’s ground become thorns on Christ’s brow. Death returning 
Adam to the dust becomes Christ tasting death for every man. 

This is why the doctrine of substitution is not a dry theological term. It is the heart of the 
gospel. The Lord Jesus Christ did not come merely to give man a better example while 
leaving him under the curse. He came to redeem. He came to bear. He came to suffer. He 
came to die. He came to rise again. If Christ did not bear the curse, man is still under it. If 
Christ did not shed His blood, man is still in his sins. If Christ did not rise, faith is vain. But 
He did bear it. He did shed His blood. He did rise. And because He did, the curse that Adam 
could never undo has met its match in the blood of the last Adam. 

7. The Bloody Sweat Points to the Final Restoration 

The blood falling to the ground in Gethsemane is not the end of the story, but it points 
toward the end. Romans 8 says creation itself waits for deliverance. The world is not going 
to groan forever. The curse is not going to reign forever. The thorns are not going to have the 
final word. The same Christ who sweat blood in the garden, wore thorns before Pilate, and 
shed blood at Calvary will return as King. The One who suffered under the curse will reign 
over the restored earth. The One who bowed in Gethsemane will rule from Jerusalem. 

Isaiah 55:13 says, “Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and instead of the brier 
shall come up the myrtle tree.” That is restoration language. God is not merely saving souls 
while abandoning creation to eternal ruin. He will undo what sin damaged. He will restore 
what the fall corrupted. He will bring beauty where the thorn grew. He will bring blessing 
where the curse marked the ground. The bloody sweat in Gethsemane was part of the road 
to that restoration. It was the obedient submission of the Saviour before the public 
sacrifice of the cross. 

Revelation 22:3 says, “And there shall be no more curse.” That is the final answer to 
Genesis 3. Adam’s sweat does not get the last word. Christ’s blood does. The ground 
cursed for Adam’s sake will not remain under that sentence forever. The creation that 
groans will be delivered. The King who wore thorns will reign with many crowns. The garden 
where man fell is answered by the garden where Christ submitted, the cross where He 
died, the tomb where He rose, and the kingdom where He will restore. That is why the 
bloody sweat of Christ is so powerful. It touches the ground as a witness that redemption is 
moving toward everything sin ruined. 

Conclusion 



Adam’s sweat and Christ’s blood belong in the same study because the Bible places both 
of them in the great story of the curse and redemption. Genesis 3:19 tells the fallen man, 
“In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread.” Luke 22:44 shows the sinless Man in agony, 
sweating as it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground. The first is the sweat of 
disobedience. The second is the bloody sweat of obedience. The first marks life under the 
curse. The second marks the Saviour’s submission on the road to bearing the curse. One 
man’s sin brought sorrow into the field. One Man’s obedience brought blood to the ground 
before He went to the tree. 

That is why Gethsemane must not be skipped. Many people rush from the last supper to 
the cross and pass over the garden too quickly. But the Holy Ghost gives us that scene for a 
reason. In that garden, the Lord Jesus Christ faces the cup, submits to the Father, prays 
more earnestly, and enters an agony so deep that His sweat becomes as great drops of 
blood. There, the last Adam succeeds where the first Adam failed. There, the obedient Son 
bows where the disobedient son rebelled. There, the Saviour moves toward Calvary with 
full knowledge of what it will cost. Calvary did not catch Him by surprise. The cross was not 
an accident. He took the cup before He took the nails. 

So let the doctrine stand plainly. Adam brought sweat, sorrow, thorns, and death into the 
world. Christ brought blood, obedience, redemption, and life. Adam’s field testified of the 
curse. Christ’s body bore the curse. Adam ate bread by sweat. Christ became the bread of 
life by blood. Adam returned to the dust. Christ rose from the dead. Adam’s sin made the 
ground groan. Christ’s blood guarantees that one day there shall be no more curse. That is 
the theology of thorns. It is not just about a plant. It is about the curse that grew from sin, 
the sweat that marked fallen man, the blood that fell from the Saviour, and the redemption 
that will one day replace the thorn with glory. 

 

 

3 of 15: The Theology of Thorns - The Second Adam and the First Curse 

Introduction 

The Bible does not leave Adam standing alone in Genesis as a failed man in a ruined 
garden. The Holy Ghost takes that man, drags him all the way through the Scriptures, and 
then sets him beside another Man in the New Testament. That second Man is not just 
another teacher, prophet, reformer, philosopher, religious founder, or martyr. He is called 
“the last Adam” and “the second man” in 1 Corinthians 15. That is not accidental language. 
God wants you to compare them. He wants you to look at the first man and the last Adam, 
the first head and the final Head, the disobedient man and the obedient Man, the one who 



brought death and the One who brings resurrection. The first Adam stands at the head of a 
fallen race. The last Adam stands at the head of a redeemed people. The first Adam 
receives a cursed ground that brings forth thorns. The last Adam receives a crown of thorns 
and walks toward the cross to undo what the first Adam could never repair. 

Romans 5 gives the backbone of this doctrine. “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into 
the world, and death by sin.” That is the first Adam. “For as by one man’s disobedience 
many were made sinners.” That is Adam again. But then the passage turns and says, “so by 
the obedience of one shall many be made righteous.” That is Christ. The Bible does not 
treat Adam as a myth, a symbol, a poetic idea, or some primitive campfire story. Paul treats 
Adam as a real historical man whose real disobedience brought real sin, real death, and 
real condemnation upon the human race. Then Paul treats Christ as the real historical 
Saviour whose obedience, righteousness, death, and resurrection bring justification and 
life. If Adam is not real, Romans 5 collapses. If the fall is not real, the cross becomes 
religious theater. If the first curse is not real, redemption loses its biblical frame. But Adam 
is real, the curse is real, death is real, and Christ is real. 

That is why the crown of thorns is not a random detail. The soldiers meant it for mockery, 
but God meant it for revelation. The first Adam lost dominion and got thorns from the 
ground. The last Adam came to reclaim dominion and wore those thorns as a crown. The 
first Adam stretched out his hand to take from a forbidden tree. The last Adam stretched 
out His hands on a cursed tree. The first Adam brought sweat, sorrow, thorns, and death 
into the world. The last Adam brought blood, obedience, righteousness, resurrection, and 
restoration. This is the kind of Bible symmetry that cannot be manufactured by a 
committee of scholars sitting around guessing at religious themes. This is the Holy Ghost 
putting Scripture with Scripture and letting the pattern preach. The thorn trail begins with 
the first curse, but it shines brightest when you see it pressed upon the head of the second 
Man. 

1. The First Adam Was Given Dominion and Lost It Through Disobedience 

Genesis 1:26 says, “And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let 
them have dominion.” Before Adam sinned, he was not a caveman dragging his knuckles 
through mud looking for meaning. He was made in the image of God and placed under 
divine authority with dominion over the earth. Genesis 1:28 says, “Be fruitful, and multiply, 
and replenish the earth, and subdue it.” That is royal language. Adam was not an accident. 
He was not the improved cousin of a monkey. He was created by God, placed in a prepared 
world, given a wife, given a commandment, and given stewardship. He stood as the head of 
the human race under God. 



But dominion is never safe when it is separated from obedience. Adam’s authority 
depended on his submission to God’s authority. The man who was supposed to rule under 
God was first required to obey God. Genesis 2:16-17 says, “And the LORD God commanded 
the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: But of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it.” That commandment was not hard to 
understand. It was not hidden in Greek or Hebrew footnotes. It was not ambiguous. Adam 
did not need a faculty committee, a revised lexicon, or a priestly tradition to tell him what 
God meant. God said, “thou shalt not eat of it.” That was the test. Authority under God 
would be preserved by obedience to God. 

When Adam sinned, he did not merely break a rule. He surrendered something. He stepped 
out from under the word of God and placed himself under another voice. The serpent 
questioned God’s word, Eve was deceived, and Adam ate. Romans 5:19 calls it “one man’s 
disobedience.” That disobedience brought sin and death, but it also damaged man’s 
dominion. The ruler became a rebel. The steward became a sinner. The man made to 
subdue the earth now had to fight the earth. The ground that should have yielded to him 
now brought forth thorns and thistles. That is why the thorn is tied to lost dominion. Adam 
could no longer walk as an innocent king in a blessed garden. He became a fallen man 
sweating in a cursed field. 

2. The First Curse Changed Man’s Relationship to the Ground 

Genesis 3:17 says, “cursed is the ground for thy sake.” That phrase tells you the fall reached 
beneath Adam’s feet. The ground was not guilty of eating the fruit. The ground did not listen 
to the serpent. The ground did not hide behind trees. But because Adam was the head of 
earthly dominion, his fall affected the realm under him. This is a headship issue. When the 
head fell, what was under his headship suffered consequences. That is why Romans 8 says 
the whole creation groans. Creation was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason 
of him who subjected the same in hope. The earth is not functioning as an untouched 
paradise. It is a groaning creation under the shadow of Adam’s fall. 

The first curse shows up in concrete ways. God does not merely say, “Adam, you will feel 
bad about this.” He says, “In sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life.” He says, 
“Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee.” He says, “In the sweat of thy face shalt 
thou eat bread.” He says, “till thou return unto the ground.” That is doctrine with dirt under 
its fingernails. The fall affects food, labor, soil, body, and death. Adam’s daily bread is now 
tied to sorrow. His field is now tied to thorns. His face is now tied to sweat. His body is now 
tied to dust. This is not symbolic fluff. This is the condition of fallen man in a cursed 
creation. 



That cursed ground becomes one of the great witnesses against human pride. Man can 
build cities, launch machines, write books, cure diseases, invent tools, fly through the air, 
and fill the earth with noise, but he still cannot get away from Genesis 3. He still sweats. He 
still bleeds. He still buries his dead. He still fights weeds. He still watches everything decay. 
He still returns to the ground. The thorn says, “You are not in Eden anymore.” The grave 
says, “Dust thou art.” The sweat says, “Sin has cost you.” And every man who thinks he can 
solve the world without dealing with Adam’s sin and Christ’s blood is just another fool 
trying to landscape a cursed field while pretending the thorns are not there. 

3. Romans 5 Shows Adam as the Head of Condemnation 

Romans 5 does not flatter man. It does not tell him he is basically good, misunderstood, 
wounded, evolving, improving, and almost divine. It tells him he is in Adam. That is the 
problem. “By one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin.” That one man is Adam. 
The human race is not merely a collection of independent moral agents floating in neutral 
space. It is a race under a fallen head. Adam stood at the fountainhead, and when the 
fountain was poisoned, the stream that flowed from it was poisoned. That is why every 
child born into this world does not need to be taught how to sin. He needs to be taught not 
to. The root is wrong. The nature is fallen. The first head failed. 

Romans 5:18 says, “Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to 
condemnation.” That is hard on human pride, but it is Bible. People want to argue with God 
about fairness while they carry Adam’s nature around in their own chest. They do not 
merely suffer from Adam’s fall. They prove their connection to Adam by committing their 
own sins. You can find Adam in every liar, every rebel, every hypocrite, every self-righteous 
religionist, every blasphemer, every coward hiding from God, every man blaming his wife, 
and every sinner sewing fig leaves to cover what only blood can address. Adam is not just 
behind you historically. Adam is in you naturally. 

Now put the thorn into Romans 5. The thorn is part of the visible world that matches Paul’s 
doctrine. Paul says death came by one man. Genesis says thorns came after that man 
sinned. Paul says judgment came by one offence. Genesis says the ground was cursed 
after that offence. Paul says many were made sinners by one man’s disobedience. Genesis 
shows the world itself marked by the consequences of that disobedience. The thorn is 
Romans 5 growing out of the dirt. It is condemnation with a point on it. It is the doctrine of 
the fall made visible in the field. Before a man ever reads Romans, he can prick his hand on 
a thorn and learn that something in this world is not right. 

4. Christ Is the Last Adam, Not Another Failed Son 



First Corinthians 15:45 says, “The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam 
was made a quickening spirit.” That verse is a loaded gun. Christ is not merely the next 
Adam. He is the last Adam. God is not going to keep trying heads of humanity until one 
finally works. The first Adam failed, and the last Adam cannot fail. The first Adam was made 
a living soul, but Christ gives life. The first Adam received life from God, but Christ has life in 
Himself and gives life to others. The first Adam became the head of a dying race. The last 
Adam becomes the head of a living people. 

First Corinthians 15:47 says, “The first man is of the earth, earthy: the second man is the 
Lord from heaven.” That contrast is tremendous. Adam is of the earth. He was made from 
dust. He belongs to the ground. He returns to the ground. Christ is the Lord from heaven. 
He comes down. He takes flesh. He enters Adam’s world, but He does not share Adam’s 
sin. He is born of a virgin, not by Adam’s corrupted line in the ordinary way. He is tempted in 
all points like as we are, yet without sin. Where Adam failed in a garden with one command, 
Christ triumphs in a wilderness under direct satanic temptation and then submits in 
Gethsemane under the shadow of the cross. 

That is why the second Man is the only hope for men ruined by the first man. You cannot 
educate Adam into Christ. You cannot reform Adam into Christ. You cannot baptize Adam 
into Christ without the new birth. You cannot dress Adam up in religion and pretend he is 
acceptable. The old man must be judged. The sinner must be born again. The first birth 
puts you in Adam. The new birth puts you in Christ. In Adam, you inherit sin, death, 
condemnation, and a cursed world. In Christ, you receive righteousness, life, justification, 
resurrection, and a coming inheritance beyond the reach of the curse. The question is not 
whether you are religious. The question is your headship. Are you in Adam, or are you in 
Christ? 

5. The Crown of Thorns Was Providence Preaching Through Mockery 

Matthew 27:29 says, “And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they put it upon his 
head.” The soldiers did not know what they were doing doctrinally. They were mocking Him 
as King of the Jews. They took a robe, a reed, and a crown of thorns and turned the 
judgment hall into a stage of blasphemous theater. They bowed the knee and said, “Hail, 
King of the Jews!” They meant insult. They meant humiliation. They meant cruelty. But God 
was preaching through their mockery. He was taking the first visible growth of the curse and 
setting it upon the head of the last Adam. 

That is how God often works. Men act in wickedness, and God overrules their wickedness 
without excusing it. Joseph’s brethren meant evil, but God meant it unto good. Pharaoh 
hardened his heart, and God got glory over Pharaoh. Herod, Pilate, the Gentiles, and the 



people of Israel gathered against Christ, yet Acts says they did “whatsoever thy hand and 
thy counsel determined before to be done.” The soldiers platted thorns because they were 
cruel sinners mocking a King. God allowed those thorns because the Holy Ghost was 
painting the doctrine of redemption in blood, bark, briars, and flesh. The curse from Adam’s 
field was placed on Christ’s brow. 

If you can see that, the crown of thorns becomes one of the strongest pictures in the 
Passion. It is not merely pain, though it was painful. It is not merely shame, though it was 
shameful. It is not merely mockery, though it was mockery. It is the first curse meeting the 
last Adam. Adam lost dominion and received thorns from the ground. Christ comes as the 
rightful King and wears those thorns as a crown. Adam’s disobedience brought the curse. 
Christ’s obedience bears the curse. Adam’s headship brought condemnation. Christ’s 
headship brings justification. That crown says, “The King has come to take responsibility for 
what the rebel ruined.” 

6. The First Adam Took From a Tree, the Last Adam Died on a Tree 

The tree is another thread running beside the thorn. Adam’s test involved a tree. Genesis 
2:17 says, “But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it.” The 
first Adam stretched out his hand toward a tree in disobedience. He took what God had 
forbidden. He ate, and death entered. The tree became the setting of rebellion. The fruit 
was pleasant, but the result was corruption. The act was quick, but the consequences ran 
through history. A man reached for a tree and brought ruin. 

Christ also comes to a tree, but not to take forbidden fruit. He comes to give Himself. First 
Peter 2:24 says, “Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree.” Galatians 3:13 
says, “Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree.” The last Adam does not stretch out His 
hand to steal from God. His hands are stretched out and nailed as He obeys God. The first 
Adam took and died. The last Adam gave and brought life. The first Adam’s tree brought a 
curse upon his descendants. The last Adam’s tree became the place where the curse was 
borne by the substitute. 

Now bring the thorns back into the picture. The first Adam sins at a tree, and the ground 
brings forth thorns. The last Adam goes to a tree wearing thorns. That is not coincidence. 
That is Bible design. The tree and the thorn meet again at Calvary. The sign of the curse is 
on His head, and the place of the curse is beneath His body. The first man’s disobedience 
involved a tree and resulted in thorns. The second Man’s obedience involved a tree and 
included thorns. That is Scripture comparing spiritual things with spiritual. That is not 
forcing the text. That is letting the text breathe. 

7. Christ Reclaims What Adam Lost and Will Restore What Adam Ruined 



Psalm 8 asks, “What is man, that thou art mindful of him?” Then it says God crowned man 
with glory and honour and put all things under his feet. Hebrews 2 takes that passage and 
points you to Jesus. It says, “But now we see not yet all things put under him. But we see 
Jesus.” That is the answer. Look around and you do not see man ruling creation in perfect 
dominion. You see death, disease, war, decay, thorns, graves, blood, confusion, and 
groaning. You do not yet see all things put under man. But you see Jesus. You see the 
second Man. You see the last Adam. You see the One crowned with glory and honour after 
suffering death. 

First Corinthians 15 says Christ must reign “till he hath put all enemies under his feet.” That 
includes death. “The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.” Adam’s sin brought 
death. Christ’s reign destroys death. Adam’s fall brought the curse. Christ’s kingdom brings 
restoration. Adam lost practical dominion under God. Christ reclaims dominion as the 
obedient Son of man and the Lord from heaven. The devil may boast for a while. The 
nations may rage. The earth may groan. Thorns may still grow. Graves may still open. But 
the last Adam has already risen from the dead, and that resurrection is the guarantee that 
the whole Adamic wreckage has met its conqueror. 

This is why the crown of thorns must be seen in light of future crowns. Revelation 19:12 
says, “and on his head were many crowns.” The world once crowned Him with thorns. 
Heaven will reveal Him with many crowns. The first coming shows the King bearing the 
curse. The second coming shows the King enforcing His dominion. The first time, He is 
mocked with a reed. The next time, He rules with a rod of iron. The first time, He is clothed 
in a robe of mockery. The next time, He is clothed with a vesture dipped in blood and called 
The Word of God. The first Adam lost what he was given. The last Adam comes back to take 
what is His. 

Conclusion 

The doctrine is plain when you let the Bible say what it says. The first Adam brought sin, 
death, sweat, thorns, sorrow, condemnation, and a cursed creation. The last Adam brought 
obedience, righteousness, blood, life, resurrection, justification, and the promise of 
restoration. Romans 5 gives the legal contrast. First Corinthians 15 gives the resurrection 
contrast. Genesis 3 gives the curse in the ground. The Gospels give the crown of thorns on 
the head of Christ. Put them together, and the Bible begins to blaze. The thorn that first 
grew from the ground because of Adam’s sin was later woven into a crown and pressed 
upon the head of the sinless Saviour. 

That crown was not an accident. The soldiers may have meant it as mockery, but God 
meant it as revelation. Fallen man took the symbol of his own curse and used it to mock the 



only One who could redeem him from it. That is human nature at its finest, or rather at its 
filthiest. Man does not naturally honor Christ. He mocks Him, strips Him, spits on Him, 
smites Him, and crowns Him with the mark of the curse. But Christ bears it. He does not 
call twelve legions of angels. He does not step away from the cup. He does not abandon 
the work. He wears the thorn and goes to the tree. The last Adam stands where the first 
Adam fell and obeys all the way unto death. 

So the title of this study is not just poetic. The Second Adam and the First Curse is the heart 
of the gospel trail. Adam lost dominion and got thorns from the ground. Christ came to 
reclaim dominion and wore those thorns as a crown. Adam’s headship brought 
condemnation. Christ’s headship brings justification. Adam’s tree brought death. Christ’s 
tree brings life. Adam returned to the dust. Christ rose from the dead. Adam’s world groans 
under the curse. Christ’s kingdom will remove it. The first curse was real, but the last Adam 
is greater than the first man. And when He is finished, the thorn will not be the final witness. 
The final witness will be a restored creation under the feet of the King who once wore the 
curse on His brow and now wears many crowns. 

 

 

4 of 15: The Theology of Thorns - Thorns in Your Sides and Eyes 

Introduction 

There is a kind of mercy in the Bible that modern people mistake for cruelty because they 
do not believe God knows more than they do. When the LORD told Israel to drive out the 
inhabitants of the land, He was not being mean, narrow, harsh, tribal, primitive, or 
unreasonable. He was being holy, wise, protective, and merciful. God knew what those 
nations worshipped. God knew what those altars represented. God knew what their gods 
would do to Israel’s heart. God knew what their daughters, their customs, their groves, their 
sacrifices, their images, their language, and their spiritual filth would become if Israel 
decided to spare what God commanded them to remove. The problem with fallen man is 
that he always thinks he can manage what God told him to destroy. He thinks he can 
domesticate a viper, decorate a snare, adopt a false god as a cultural artifact, and keep a 
thornbush in his living room without bleeding. God told Israel better. He said those 
tolerated inhabitants would become “pricks in your eyes” and “thorns in your sides.” 

Numbers 33:55 says, “But if ye will not drive out the inhabitants of the land from before 
you; then it shall come to pass, that those which ye let remain of them shall be pricks in 
your eyes, and thorns in your sides, and shall vex you in the land wherein ye dwell.” Joshua 
23:13 says, “Know for a certainty that the LORD your God will no more drive out any of 



these nations from before you; but they shall be snares and traps unto you, and scourges in 
your sides, and thorns in your eyes.” Judges 2:3 says, “Wherefore I also said, I will not drive 
them out from before you; but they shall be as thorns in your sides, and their gods shall be 
a snare unto you.” There is the progression. God commands separation. Israel 
compromises. The spared thing remains. The remaining thing becomes painful. The painful 
thing becomes a snare. The snare becomes generational bondage. That is not ancient 
history only. That is the anatomy of compromise in every age. 

This fourth essay in the series takes the thorn out of Adam’s field and places it in Israel’s 
body. In Genesis, the thorn grows from the cursed ground. In Numbers, Joshua, and Judges, 
the thorn becomes a picture of tolerated enemies and spiritual vexation. The lesson is not 
hard to find. What God tells a man to remove, he cannot safely preserve. What God tells a 
family to reject, they cannot safely entertain. What God tells a church to separate from, it 
cannot safely platform. What God tells a believer to mortify, he cannot safely rename as 
personality, preference, tradition, culture, entertainment, or “just how I am.” The thing you 
spare today may pierce you tomorrow. The thing you tolerate in the corner may become the 
thorn in your eye. The thing you excuse in private may become the scourge in your side. God 
is not trying to ruin your fun when He tells you to cut something off. He is trying to keep you 
from bleeding later. 

1. God Warned Israel Before the Thorn Pierced Them 

The warning in Numbers 33:55 was not given after Israel was already ruined. It was given 
before the full settlement of the land. That matters. God did not wait until the inhabitants 
had already corrupted Israel and then say, “I should have told you this.” He told them ahead 
of time. He gave them the doctrine before they faced the danger. That is how God deals 
with His people. He warns before judgment. He gives light before darkness overtakes. He 
sends the commandment before the consequences arrive. The Bible is full of preventive 
mercy, but stubborn people only call it mercy after they have ignored it and bled for a few 
years. 

God said, “if ye will not drive out.” That “if” puts responsibility on Israel. They were not 
passive victims of an unavoidable situation. They had a commandment. They had a land. 
They had the promise of God. They had the power of God. They had the history of Egypt 
behind them, the Red Sea behind them, the wilderness behind them, manna behind them, 
water from the rock behind them, and the word of God in front of them. If they failed to 
drive out what God told them to drive out, it would not be because God failed. It would be 
because Israel compromised. A thorn does not always begin as a disaster. Sometimes it 
begins as a tolerated exception. 



That is where many believers lose the battle. They want deliverance from the thorn after 
they refused obedience at the warning. They want God to remove the pain after they 
protected the source. They want peace after they made a treaty with what God called an 
enemy. Israel had warning. So does every Bible believer. “Be not deceived.” “Flee 
fornication.” “Flee from idolatry.” “Abstain from all appearance of evil.” “Have no fellowship 
with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them.” “Evil communications 
corrupt good manners.” “Come out from among them, and be ye separate.” These are not 
decorative verses. They are mercy signs posted before the thorn patch. 

2. What They Let Remain Became What Vexed Them 

Numbers 33:55 says, “those which ye let remain of them.” That phrase is a sermon. The 
thorn did not appear out of nowhere. It came from what Israel let remain. The spared 
inhabitants became the later vexation. The compromise had a name, a face, a history, a 
location, and a cause. Israel could not say, “We do not know how this happened.” God had 
told them exactly how it would happen. What they let remain would become pricks in their 
eyes and thorns in their sides. The tolerated remnant would become a tormenting 
presence. 

This is a law of spiritual life. What a man lets remain against God’s command does not 
remain neutral. Tolerated sin grows. Tolerated error spreads. Tolerated idols gain influence. 
Tolerated bitterness hardens. Tolerated lust becomes bondage. Tolerated false doctrine 
becomes a system. Tolerated bad company becomes a snare. Tolerated compromise trains 
the conscience to stop flinching. The man who says, “I can handle it,” is usually already 
being handled by it. Sin does not need ownership papers at first. It is content with a corner. 
Give it a corner, and it will ask for a room. Give it a room, and it will take the house. 

The Bible’s language is exact. “Pricks in your eyes” and “thorns in your sides” speaks of 
irritation, pain, obstruction, and constant vexation. An enemy in the eye affects vision. An 
enemy in the side affects comfort, movement, strength, and endurance. God is showing 
that compromise affects how you see and how you walk. It damages perception and 
progress. When a believer tolerates what God condemned, he should not be shocked when 
his discernment gets cloudy and his walk becomes painful. The thorn in the eye makes him 
misjudge things. The thorn in the side makes obedience hurt more than it should. That is 
what remaining enemies do. 

3. A Thorn in the Eye Corrupts Vision 

Joshua 23:13 changes the wording slightly and says the nations would become “thorns in 
your eyes.” That is a terrible image. A thorn in the side is painful, but a thorn in the eye is 
blinding. It does not just hurt. It alters what you can see. It makes clear things cloudy. It 



makes straight things distorted. It makes every movement sensitive. That is what tolerated 
spiritual enemies do to discernment. Israel’s failure did not merely bring military trouble. It 
affected their spiritual sight. They began to see the nations, the gods, the marriages, the 
altars, and the customs differently than God saw them. 

This is one of the first things compromise does. It attacks vision. A man who once saw sin 
clearly starts seeing nuance where God gave a commandment. He starts saying, “Maybe it 
is not that bad.” “Maybe we can use it for good.” “Maybe separation is too extreme.” “Maybe 
those old warnings were for another time.” “Maybe we should be more balanced.” That 
word “balanced” has covered more cowardice than most people will admit. Balance is 
wonderful when it means Bible order. It is poison when it means mixing obedience with 
disobedience until nobody can tell the difference. A thorn in the eye makes compromise 
look reasonable. 

False doctrine works the same way. A man lets one bad premise remain because it sounds 
scholarly, charitable, historic, or popular. Then that bad premise starts affecting every 
verse he reads. He no longer sees clearly. He reads Paul through a system. He reads 
prophecy through a system. He reads salvation through a system. He reads the church 
through a system. He reads the King James Bible through the sneers of men who think 
preservation is a problem to be corrected by unbelief. That is a thorn in the eye. It is not just 
one bad idea sitting quietly. It becomes a lens, and once the lens is corrupted, the whole 
Bible looks different to him. 

4. A Thorn in the Side Hinders the Walk 

A thorn in the side is not merely an idea. It is a constant bodily vexation. It affects 
movement. It affects rest. It affects strength. It affects endurance. Israel’s spared enemies 
would not merely exist in the land as harmless neighbors. They would vex Israel in the land 
wherein they dwelt. They would become a constant problem, a recurring pain, a source of 
trouble that did not go away because Israel had refused to obey God thoroughly at the 
beginning. Partial obedience often creates long-term pain. 

This applies personally with uncomfortable precision. A man refuses to deal with a temper, 
and later wonders why his home is full of tension. He refuses to deal with lust, and later 
wonders why his mind is polluted and prayer is weak. He refuses to deal with bitterness, 
and later wonders why he cannot rejoice. He refuses to deal with laziness, and later 
wonders why every duty feels like a hedge of thorns. He refuses to deal with doctrinal 
sloppiness, and later wonders why his teaching has no authority. He refuses to deal with 
worldly friends, and later wonders why his appetite for Scripture keeps dying. The thorn in 
the side is not always mysterious. Sometimes it has a history of being spared. 



A church can do the same thing. It tolerates a little entertainment over preaching, and the 
pulpit gets weaker. It tolerates a little modern Bible correction, and faith in the Book begins 
to erode. It tolerates a little worldly music, and the flesh starts calling it worship. It tolerates 
a little psychology, and the Bible gets moved from the throne to the side table. It tolerates a 
little Romanizing, a little Calvinistic fatalism, a little charismatic confusion, a little cultural 
appeasement, and then wonders why the people have no discernment. The thorn in the 
side of a ministry often began as a policy of “let it remain.” 

5. The Gods They Spared Became a Snare 

Judges 2:3 adds, “and their gods shall be a snare unto you.” That is the next stage. The 
people become thorns, and their gods become snares. Pain and bondage go together. The 
thorn pierces. The snare traps. Israel did not merely have to deal with hostile people. They 
had to deal with religious contamination. False gods are never harmless cultural 
decorations in the Bible. They are spiritual traps. Behind idols stand devils, lies, false 
worship, corrupted morals, and a rival system of authority. God knew that if Israel spared 
the people, they would eventually flirt with their gods. 

That is exactly what happened in Judges. The same people who had seen God’s power 
began serving Baalim. The same nation that had been delivered by the LORD began bowing 
to the gods of the people around them. That is the insanity of idolatry. But before 
condemning Israel too quickly, look around. Modern men do the same thing with different 
names. They bow to success, pleasure, sex, money, politics, reputation, entertainment, 
education, technology, tradition, celebrity preachers, religious systems, and their own 
feelings. They do not call them Baal, but they give them the time, trust, affection, sacrifice, 
and obedience that belong to God. 

A snare works because it does not look like a cage at first. It looks like opportunity, beauty, 
pleasure, relevance, influence, romance, friendship, tolerance, or sophistication. Then it 
tightens. Israel spared what God condemned, and the gods of those nations became a 
snare. That is still the devil’s method. He does not have to make a man an open Satanist if 
he can make him spiritually double-minded. He does not have to make a church burn 
Bibles if he can make them politely correct the Bible. He does not have to make a believer 
renounce Christ if he can make the cares of this world choke the word. The thorn pierces 
first, then the snare holds. 

6. God’s Separation Was Mercy, Not Cruelty 

One of the worst habits of modern religious thinking is assuming that God’s commands are 
harsher than man’s compassion. That is backwards. God’s separation commands are 
mercy. When God told Israel to drive out the inhabitants, He knew the end from the 



beginning. He knew what would happen to Israel’s children. He knew the marriages that 
would corrupt them, the altars that would seduce them, the groves that would attract 
them, the sacrifices that would defile them, and the gods that would ensnare them. A 
doctor is not cruel because he cuts out a cancer. A father is not cruel because he forbids 
his child to play with a rattlesnake. God was not cruel because He commanded Israel to 
remove what would destroy them. 

The same principle stands in the Christian life, even though the application is different in 
this dispensation. We are not Israel conquering Canaan with swords. We are not 
commanded to go take land by force. But the spiritual principle of separation from evil 
remains. A believer is told to mortify the deeds of the body. He is told to put off the old man. 
He is told to flee youthful lusts. He is told not to be unequally yoked together with 
unbelievers. He is told to purge out the old leaven. He is told to withdraw from disorderly 
brethren. He is told to mark and avoid those who cause divisions and offences contrary to 
the doctrine learned. That is not cruelty. That is spiritual sanity. 

The flesh hates this because the flesh wants to keep its favorite enemies alive. It wants to 
rename disobedience as kindness. It wants to call separation unloving. It wants to call 
compromise maturity. It wants to call worldliness outreach. It wants to call doctrinal 
cowardice humility. But God knows better. He knows that the spared thing becomes the 
thorn. He knows that a tolerated idol becomes a snare. He knows that a little leaven 
leaveneth the whole lump. He knows that the thing a man refuses to judge today may be 
the thing his children bow to tomorrow. Separation is not God robbing you. It is God 
protecting you from a thorn you are too foolish to fear. 

7. The Thing You Spare Today May Pierce You Tomorrow 

This is the blunt lesson of the passage: the thing you spare today may pierce you tomorrow. 
Israel let the inhabitants remain, and they became thorns. That is not complicated. It is not 
mystical. It is not buried under ten layers of allegory. God said what would happen, and it 
happened. When God identifies an enemy, do not correct Him. When God says something 
will become a snare, do not flatter yourself that you are the exception. When God says to 
drive it out, cut it off, flee it, refuse it, reject it, mark it, avoid it, mortify it, or come out from 
it, obedience is not extremism. Obedience is survival. 

This hits every area of life. It hits doctrine. A man who spares one corrupt Bible philosophy 
may later lose confidence in every verse. It hits relationships. A person who spares one 
ungodly influence may later watch that influence shape his decisions. It hits 
entertainment. A believer who spares one steady stream of filth may later wonder why his 
mind cannot stay clean. It hits ministry. A church that spares one worldly method may later 



find the method has become the master. It hits family. A parent who spares one idol in the 
home may later see that idol discipling the children. The thorn does not need permission to 
hurt once it has been allowed to remain. 

The answer is not panic. The answer is obedience. Search the field. Judge what God told 
you to judge. Remove what God told you to remove. Stop protecting the thing that keeps 
piercing you. Stop making excuses for the snare. Stop calling thorns flowers because you 
like the color of the bush. A Bible believer has to learn to be ruthless with anything that 
wars against God, corrupts doctrine, clouds vision, hinders obedience, or steals affection 
from Christ. The thing you refuse to crucify may become the thing that crucifies your joy, 
your discernment, your testimony, your family, or your ministry. 

Conclusion 

Israel’s thorns in the sides and eyes are not just ancient historical details from the 
conquest period. They are a living warning about tolerated enemies. God told Israel what to 
remove. Israel failed to remove it. What remained became painful. What was painful 
became ensnaring. What was ensnaring became generational. That is the anatomy of 
compromise. It rarely announces itself as destruction on the first day. It usually enters as a 
spared exception, a practical adjustment, a harmless association, a sentimental 
attachment, a cultural bridge, a small indulgence, or a reasonable delay. Then it grows 
teeth. Then it gets into the eye. Then it gets into the side. Then it vexes the land. 

A thorn in the eye affects vision. That is why tolerated sin and false doctrine are so 
dangerous. They do not merely sit beside a man. They affect how he sees. He starts 
misjudging danger. He starts calling enemies friends. He starts calling compromise 
wisdom. He starts calling separation pride. He starts calling obedience extremism. A thorn 
in the side affects the walk. It drains strength, creates pain, and slows progress. That is 
what happens when a believer, a family, a church, or a ministry refuses to deal with what 
God has already identified. God’s commands are not cruel. They are merciful warnings 
from the One who sees the thorn before it pierces. 

So let the lesson stand plainly. What God tells a man to remove, he cannot safely preserve. 
Israel’s tolerated enemies became thorns. Their gods became snares. Their compromise 
became personal, painful, and generational. The same pattern still works. Spare the wrong 
thing today, and you may bleed from it tomorrow. Protect it long enough, and your children 
may bow to it. Excuse it long enough, and your discernment may adjust around it until the 
thorn feels normal. The safest place in the world is not near the thing God told you to drive 
out. The safest place is obedience. Cut it down. Drive it out. Mortify it. Mark it. Avoid it. 



Come out from it. The thing God calls a thorn will not become a rose because you watered 
it. 

 

 

5 of 15: The Theology of Thorns - The Gods That Become a Snare 

Introduction 

There is a dangerous progression in Judges 2:3 that every Bible believer ought to nail down 
in his mind and never forget. The LORD said, “Wherefore I also said, I will not drive them out 
from before you; but they shall be as thorns in your sides, and their gods shall be a snare 
unto you.” That verse does not merely say Israel would have political trouble, cultural 
inconvenience, or neighborhood tension. It says the people they spared would become 
thorns, and the gods of those people would become snares. That is pain and entrapment in 
the same verse. That is vexation and bondage walking together. That is the thorn piercing 
the body while the snare catches the foot. God had warned them plainly, but Israel did 
what fallen people always do when they think they are wiser, kinder, broader, and more 
balanced than God. They let the enemy remain, and the enemy brought his gods with him. 

This is one of the hardest lessons to get through a religious generation that thinks idolatry 
only means bowing before a stone statue in a jungle. The Bible is much sharper than that. 
An idol is anything that takes the place of God, competes with the word of God, demands 
the affection that belongs to God, controls the imagination, shapes the appetite, directs 
the steps, and trains the conscience to tolerate what God has condemned. The old gods 
had names like Baal, Ashtaroth, Chemosh, Molech, and Dagon, but the spirit behind 
idolatry has never retired. It simply changes clothing. The devil does not care if a man bows 
to an image, a screen, a bank account, a political cause, a religious system, a pleasure, a 
celebrity, a denomination, a tradition, a philosophy, or himself. If it pulls the heart away 
from the living God and away from the words of God, it has become a snare. 

That is why this study belongs in the theology of thorns. In the last essay, the thorn was the 
tolerated enemy in Israel’s land. Here the thorn has a companion: the snare. The thorn 
irritates, pierces, distracts, and vexes. The snare traps, holds, binds, and enslaves. A man 
can get used to the thorn and still not realize he is walking toward the snare. That is the 
devil’s method. He does not always destroy a man by turning him into an open blasphemer 
overnight. Sometimes he leaves a thorn in the field and a snare near the path. He lets the 
man get comfortable with the irritation. He lets the conscience adjust. He lets the eye grow 
dull. He lets the appetite get trained. Then one day, what used to be a tolerated influence 



becomes a controlling power. What used to sit in the background now directs the life. What 
used to be “just a little thing” has become a god. 

1. The Thorn and the Snare Work Together 

Judges 2:3 gives two images that belong together: “thorns in your sides” and “their gods 
shall be a snare unto you.” The thorn is pain. The snare is captivity. The thorn pierces. The 
snare catches. The thorn distracts the body. The snare controls the path. God is showing 
Israel that compromise has more than one effect. It does not merely hurt. It binds. It does 
not merely annoy. It enslaves. It does not merely create trouble in the land. It pulls the heart 
into false worship. That is why God’s warnings are never excessive. He knows the end of a 
thing before the fool has even finished justifying the beginning of it. 

A thorn in the side may seem manageable at first. It is painful, but a man can walk with it for 
a while. He can learn to adjust his movement. He can tell himself it is not that bad. He can 
hide it under clothing. He can pretend it does not affect him. That is what people do with 
tolerated compromise. They adjust to it. They normalize it. They learn to live around it. But 
the snare is different. The snare waits until the man steps in the wrong place, and then it 
tightens. A snare does not ask permission. It does not negotiate. It does not care how 
strong the man thought he was. Once the foot is caught, the path is no longer free. 

That is the way false worship operates. It begins as an influence, then becomes a habit, 
then becomes an appetite, then becomes an identity, then becomes bondage. The thorn is 
the early vexation. The snare is the later captivity. A man may first be irritated by the 
presence of some worldly influence, but if he refuses to judge it, he may eventually depend 
on it. A church may first tolerate a small dose of corrupted religion, but if it refuses to deal 
with it, the corrupted thing may eventually define the ministry. Israel did not wake up in 
Judges as idolaters because one bad day fell out of the sky. The thorn was allowed to 
remain, and the snare was waiting beside it. 

2. False Gods Do Not Sit Quietly in the Background 

The gods of the Canaanites were not harmless cultural ornaments. They were not museum 
pieces, folk customs, or artistic expressions. They were rival authorities, rival affections, 
rival worship systems, and rival spiritual powers. God had already shown Israel that idolatry 
is not neutral. Exodus 20:3 says, “Thou shalt have no other gods before me.” That is not a 
suggestion. That is not a theological preference. That is the first commandment in the 
moral law. God does not share His glory with idols, and He does not train His people to 
think false gods can be kept around as harmless background decoration. 

Judges 2 proves how dangerous that thinking is. The inhabitants became thorns, and their 
gods became snares. That means the people brought their worship with them. They 



brought their altars, their stories, their ceremonies, their feasts, their moral corruption, 
their view of the world, their view of the body, their view of fertility, their view of death, their 
view of power, and their view of the divine. False worship always comes with a whole 
atmosphere. It is never just one little idol sitting on a shelf. It brings songs, symbols, 
language, customs, sins, excuses, and eventually a new way of thinking. 

The same is true today. False worship does not have to announce itself with horns and 
smoke. It can come in as entertainment. It can come in as scholarship. It can come in as 
tradition. It can come in as emotional experience. It can come in as “ancient Christianity.” It 
can come in as “spiritual formation.” It can come in as a self-help gospel, a social gospel, a 
prosperity gospel, a sacramental gospel, a Calvinistic system that smothers the plain offer 
of salvation, or a charismatic system that exalts impressions over the Book. If it shifts trust 
away from the written word of God and the finished work of Christ, it is not background 
noise. It is a snare being set. 

3. Idols Hook the Heart Before They Control the Hands 

A snare usually works by attraction, not by open announcement. It must draw the creature 
into range. That is how idolatry works on the heart. It hooks desire before it controls 
behavior. Israel did not simply wake up one morning and decide to abandon the LORD with 
a clean, conscious, doctrinal declaration. The heart was pulled. The people saw the 
customs of the nations. They saw their women. They saw their feasts. They saw their 
fertility rites. They saw the visible, sensual, immediate appeal of false religion. Their 
appetite was trained before their knees bowed. The snare caught the heart before it caught 
the body. 

This is why Proverbs 4:23 says, “Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues 
of life.” The heart is not a toy box. It is not a neutral emotional chamber. It is the command 
center of desire, affection, imagination, and intention. Whatever hooks the heart will 
eventually shape the life. A man may think he can keep an idol at arm’s length because he 
still knows the right verses, but if his affection has been captured, the snare is already 
tightening. He will start defending what he once condemned. He will start excusing what 
once grieved him. He will start finding loopholes in passages that used to be plain. 

Modern idols are especially effective because they do not demand formal worship at first. 
They demand attention. Then affection. Then time. Then money. Then identity. Then 
obedience. Entertainment idols hook the imagination. Sexual idols hook the appetite. 
Political idols hook the anger. Financial idols hook the security impulse. Religious idols 
hook the pride of being right in a system rather than submitted to the Book. Academic idols 



hook the ego with the praise of men. Once the heart is hooked, the hands follow. A man 
does not bow outwardly until something has already bent inwardly. 

4. Corrupted Religion Is One of the Most Dangerous Snares 

The most dangerous snare is not always open paganism. Sometimes it is corrupted 
religion. A man who would never bow to Baal may still bow to a religious system that moves 
authority from the words of God to a church, a priesthood, a confession, a tradition, a 
council, a prophet, a scholar, a dream, a feeling, or a private revelation. The name on the 
building may be Christian. The songs may mention Jesus. The people may carry Bibles. But 
if the final authority has shifted away from the preserved words of God, the snare is already 
there. 

Israel’s idolatry often involved mixing. They did not always say, “We reject the LORD.” Many 
times they tried to blend the worship of the LORD with the worship of other gods. That is 
what makes corrupted religion so subtle. It keeps enough Bible language to calm the 
conscience while introducing enough poison to corrupt the soul. That is why a little leaven 
is dangerous. It does not need to turn the whole lump black on day one. It just needs time. 
A little sacramentalism here, a little tradition there, a little Bible correction here, a little 
mystical experience there, a little works-based confusion here, a little worldly worship 
there, and eventually the whole thing is no longer clean. 

The devil loves religious snares because religious bondage can feel like devotion. A man 
can be trapped and think he is holy. He can be trusting a system and think he is trusting 
Christ. He can be defending tradition and think he is defending truth. He can be correcting 
the Bible and think he is protecting accuracy. He can be relying on rituals and think he is 
receiving grace. That is a snare. It does not look like rebellion to the one caught in it. It looks 
like reverence, history, scholarship, humility, or zeal. But if it moves the soul away from the 
simplicity that is in Christ, away from the gospel of grace, and away from the written words 
of God, it is not reverence. It is a trap with religious paint on it. 

5. Worldly Philosophies Train the Mind to Accept What God Condemned 

Colossians 2:8 says, “Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit.” 
That is New Testament language for a snare. Philosophy does not always come at a man 
with a sword. It comes with explanations. It trains the mind to reinterpret God’s words 
through man’s assumptions. It tells the sinner why God is too strict, why the Bible is 
outdated, why sin is natural, why holiness is harmful, why separation is hateful, why 
judgment is immoral, why truth is complicated, and why man’s feelings should be the 
highest court. That is how a snare works on the mind. 



The Canaanite gods came with a worldview. Every idol does. Baal worship was not just a 
statue. It was a system of fertility, nature, sex, crops, rain, power, and survival. When Israel 
tolerated the nations, they tolerated the thinking that came with those nations. The mind 
was being trained. The imagination was being filled. The conscience was being reshaped. 
That is why idolatry and doctrine are never separated for long. What a man worships will 
determine how he thinks, and how he thinks will determine what he excuses. 

Today’s philosophies have different names, but they are still snares. Humanism tells man 
he is the measure. Evolution tells man he is an animal with no fall and no final judgment. 
Marxism tells man his problem is class and power rather than sin. Psychology without 
Scripture tells man his guilt is merely trauma, his lust is merely identity, and his rebellion is 
merely unmet need. Religious liberalism tells man the Bible must bow before modern 
scholarship. Postmodern thinking tells man truth is fluid. All of that trains the mind to 
accept what God condemned. The snare does not always begin in the foot. Sometimes it 
begins in the head. 

6. Entertainment Idols Poison the Imagination 

One of the greatest snares in the modern age is entertainment because it gets into the 
imagination before a man realizes he has been discipled. People think entertainment is 
harmless because they are not in a church building and nobody is preaching a sermon. 
That is foolish. Stories preach. Music preaches. Images preach. Repetition preaches. 
Humor preaches. Desire preaches. A man can sit in front of a screen for three hours and be 
catechized by the world while telling himself he is just relaxing. Then he wonders why the 
Bible feels dry, prayer feels forced, holiness feels extreme, and sin feels normal. 

The imagination is not a garbage dump. It is part of the inward life that must be brought 
under obedience to Christ. Second Corinthians 10:5 says, “Casting down imaginations, 
and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God.” That verse is not 
ornamental. Imaginations can exalt themselves against God. They can build inner worlds 
where sin looks attractive, rebellion looks heroic, fornication looks romantic, violence looks 
glorious, witchcraft looks fascinating, pride looks noble, and blasphemy looks funny. That 
is not neutral. That is the snare being laid in the mind. 

Israel’s gods appealed to the imagination. They offered visible religion, sensual religion, 
emotional religion, seasonal religion, fertility religion, and worldly religion that could be 
seen, touched, tasted, and felt. The flesh loves that. The flesh wants a god it can manage 
and a worship it can feel without submitting to holiness. Modern entertainment does the 
same thing in another form. It fills the inward screen with images, songs, fantasies, and 
desires that train the heart away from Scripture. A believer cannot keep drinking from that 



fountain and then act shocked when his appetite for God is weak. The snare is doing what 
snares do. 

7. The Devil Leaves the Thorn Until You Grow Accustomed to It 

The devil is patient when patience serves him. He does not have to destroy a man in one 
violent act if he can condition him over time. He leaves the thorn in the field. At first it 
bothers the conscience. Then the man walks around it. Then he expects it. Then he stops 
noticing it. Then he defends it. Then he gets angry at anyone who points it out. That is how 
compromise matures into bondage. The thorn becomes part of the scenery before the 
snare becomes obvious. 

This is why repeated exposure is so dangerous. The first time a man hears false doctrine, 
something may check in his spirit if he knows any Bible. The tenth time, it sounds familiar. 
The hundredth time, it sounds plausible. The first time a believer watches filth, he may feel 
defiled. The tenth time, he calls it entertainment. The hundredth time, he laughs at the very 
thing that once grieved him. The first time a church compromises worship, someone may 
object. The tenth time, the objection sounds old-fashioned. The hundredth time, the 
compromise is called tradition. That is the thorn training the nerves to stop reacting. 

The answer is not to admire the devil’s patience. The answer is to quit making peace with 
the thorn. Do not wait until the snare tightens. Do not wait until the idol has your children. 
Do not wait until false doctrine has rewritten your Bible. Do not wait until entertainment 
has burned filthy grooves into your imagination. Do not wait until corrupted religion has 
replaced grace with bondage. God’s mercy is in the warning. When He says a god will 
become a snare, believe Him before the rope closes. When He says the inhabitants will 
become thorns, believe Him before you bleed. 

Conclusion 

Judges 2:3 is one of those verses that explains the whole pattern of spiritual compromise in 
a single sentence. “They shall be as thorns in your sides, and their gods shall be a snare 
unto you.” The thorn and the snare go together because tolerated evil both wounds and 
binds. It hurts the walk and captures the heart. It irritates the conscience and trains the 
appetite. It clouds the vision and controls the path. Israel was not ruined because God 
failed to warn them. Israel was ruined because they spared what God told them to remove 
and then became entangled with what God told them would trap them. 

The same principle still stands. False worship, corrupted religion, entertainment idols, 
worldly philosophies, and spiritual compromise do not sit quietly in the background of a 
life. They hook the heart. They shape the appetite. They poison the imagination. They train 
the mind to accept what God already condemned. A man does not have to bow before a 



golden calf to be an idolater. He only has to give his trust, time, affection, imagination, 
obedience, and identity to something God never authorized. A church does not have to 
hang a Baal image in the auditorium to be ensnared. It only has to move away from the 
authority of Scripture, the purity of the gospel, and the holiness of God while calling the 
move growth, relevance, scholarship, or compassion. 

So let the warning land where it needs to land. The devil does not always destroy a man by 
open rebellion. Sometimes he leaves a thorn in the field and a snare near the path until the 
man grows accustomed to both. He lets the thorn remain long enough that it feels normal, 
then lets the snare tighten when the heart is already trained. The Bible believer has no 
business preserving what God called dangerous. Cut the thing down before it grows. Flee 
the thing before it hooks you. Judge the thing before it trains you. Reject the god before it 
snares you. The thorn you tolerate today may become the bondage you cannot escape 
tomorrow without scars. 

 

 

6 of 15: The Theology of Thorns - The Thorn Hedge of the Slothful 

Introduction 

The Bible has a way of putting a man in the witness stand and making him testify against 
himself before he even knows court is in session. Proverbs 15:19 says, “The way of the 
slothful man is as an hedge of thorns: but the way of the righteous is made plain.” That 
verse is not talking about a man who simply has a hard life. It is not describing a poor fellow 
who was born under bad circumstances and never had a fair chance. It is not giving a soft 
little motivational slogan for people who need better time management. It is exposing a 
spiritual condition. The slothful man looks down the road and sees a hedge of thorns. The 
righteous man looks down the road and sees a plain path. The difference is not mainly the 
road. The difference is the man looking at it. One man’s own sloth makes duty appear 
impossible. The other man’s obedience makes the way plain enough to walk. 

That is the nature of spiritual laziness. It always has reasons. It always has explanations. It 
always has a weather report, a scheduling conflict, a health concern, a family situation, a 
bad memory, a difficult personality, a financial pressure, a church problem, a social 
problem, a national problem, a technological problem, or some invisible excuse hiding in 
the bushes. The slothful man is a professional surveyor of thorns. He can tell you exactly 
why he cannot pray, why he cannot read his Bible, why he cannot witness, why he cannot 
serve, why he cannot forgive, why he cannot separate, why he cannot study, why he cannot 
obey, why he cannot get his house in order, and why the thing God put in front of him is just 



too hard right now. But the Bible cuts through all of that and says his way is “as an hedge of 
thorns.” The obstruction is real to him, but the root of it is inside him. 

This is a different kind of thorn than the thorn of Genesis 3. In Genesis, thorns grow from 
the cursed ground because of Adam’s sin. In Proverbs, thorns grow across the path of the 
slothful because of his own spiritual condition. One is the curse in the field. The other is the 
excuse in the heart. And the Lord gives the contrast: “but the way of the righteous is made 
plain.” That does not mean the righteous man has no battles, no sorrows, no enemies, no 
sweat, no obstacles, and no thorns in this present evil world. It means righteousness clears 
the fog that sloth creates. Obedience makes the next step visible. Faithfulness cuts 
through the imaginary hedge. The slothful man waits for the thorns to disappear before he 
walks. The righteous man obeys God and finds that many of the thorns were excuses 
dressed up like circumstances. 

1. The Slothful Man Sees Difficulty Before He Sees Duty 

The first thing to notice is that the slothful man’s way is described as a hedge of thorns. A 
hedge is not one thorn. It is a barrier. It is a tangled wall of resistance. That is how the 
slothful man sees responsibility. He does not see one task to obey. He sees a whole wall of 
reasons why obedience is unreasonable. The Bible tells him to pray, and he sees thorns. 
The Bible tells him to study, and he sees thorns. The Bible tells him to work, and he sees 
thorns. The Bible tells him to make things right, and he sees thorns. The Bible tells him to 
separate from evil, and he sees thorns. He has trained himself to magnify difficulty until 
duty looks impossible. 

This is one of the chief marks of sloth. It does not merely avoid work. It studies the work 
long enough to make it terrifying. Proverbs 22:13 says, “The slothful man saith, There is a 
lion without, I shall be slain in the streets.” That man has not gone outside and fought a lion. 
He has imagined one. His excuse is dramatic, but his problem is simple. He does not want 
to move. The slothful mind becomes creative when it is time to obey. It can produce a lion 
in the street, a hedge of thorns in the path, a thousand objections in the mind, and a dozen 
“reasonable” delays in the mouth. Sloth is not usually silent. It talks a great deal. 

The danger is that the slothful man often sounds thoughtful to himself. He thinks he is 
being cautious, balanced, realistic, tired, wounded, misunderstood, or strategic. But the 
Bible does not flatter him. It calls him slothful. There is a time for wisdom. There is a time 
for counting the cost. There is a time for rest. There is a time for recovery. But there is also a 
time when a man is simply hiding behind thorns because he does not want to obey. The 
commandment of God is not waiting for his excuses to mature. It is waiting for his feet to 



move. Duty does not become less binding because the lazy heart has written a long 
explanation. 

2. The Hedge Is Often Built Out of Excuses 

The slothful man’s hedge is made of excuses, and excuses are remarkable things because 
they can be shaped out of almost anything. Weather can become an excuse. Weariness 
can become an excuse. Busyness can become an excuse. Poverty can become an excuse. 
Wealth can become an excuse. Family can become an excuse. Ministry can become an 
excuse. Pain can become an excuse. Personality can become an excuse. Past failure can 
become an excuse. Future uncertainty can become an excuse. The slothful man can turn 
anything into a thorn if it allows him to postpone obedience. 

Proverbs is ruthless with this kind of man. Proverbs 26:14 says, “As the door turneth upon 
his hinges, so doth the slothful upon his bed.” That is not a man resting after faithful labor. 
That is a man moving without going anywhere. He turns, but he does not rise. He shifts, but 
he does not serve. He rolls, but he does not obey. His life has motion but no progress. That 
is how many people live spiritually. They talk. They plan. They intend. They agree. They 
repost. They complain. They admire truth. They are always about to begin. They are always 
almost ready. They turn on the hinges, but they do not get up. 

Excuses become a hedge because each one makes the next one easier. The first excuse 
may trouble the conscience. The second excuse sounds smoother. The third excuse feels 
natural. Before long, a man has a whole wall around him. He cannot pray because he is 
tired. He cannot read because he is busy. He cannot witness because he is shy. He cannot 
serve because people disappoint him. He cannot give because money is tight. He cannot 
repent because the situation is complicated. He cannot forgive because the wound is 
deep. He cannot obey because the timing is wrong. The hedge grows thick, and the man 
thinks the hedge is his life when it is really his sloth. 

3. Spiritual Laziness Makes the Bible Feel Heavy 

One of the surest signs of spiritual sloth is that the Bible begins to feel like a burden instead 
of bread. Jeremiah said, “Thy words were found, and I did eat them.” Job said, “I have 
esteemed the words of his mouth more than my necessary food.” David said the judgments 
of the LORD were “sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb.” But the slothful man can 
make even the Bible feel like a hedge of thorns. He says he wants truth, but he will not read. 
He says he wants understanding, but he will not study. He says he wants discernment, but 
he will not compare Scripture with Scripture. He says he wants victory, but he leaves the 
sword of the Spirit closed on the table. 



The problem is not the Book. The problem is the appetite. A healthy soul wants Scripture. A 
sick soul avoids it. A lazy soul talks about it but does not dig. Second Timothy 2:15 says, 
“Study to shew thyself approved unto God.” That word “study” still bothers people who 
want Bible knowledge by osmosis. They want the fruit of study without the plowing, 
planting, watering, and waiting. They want to quote strong verses without spending time in 
the text. They want to answer error without doing the labor of learning truth. They want to 
discern spirits while feeding the flesh all week. That is not spirituality. That is sloth with a 
religious vocabulary. 

The thorn hedge here is deadly because neglected Scripture affects everything else. A man 
who does not read will not see clearly. A man who does not study will be tossed around by 
every confident talker with a microphone. A man who does not hide the word in his heart 
will not have the sword ready when temptation speaks. The Bible is not hard in the same 
way a thorn hedge is hard. The Bible is hard on the flesh because it cuts, reproves, corrects, 
and commands. The slothful man mistakes the pain of conviction for the impossibility of 
obedience. He says, “This is too hard,” when the truth is, “My flesh does not want to bow.” 

4. Neglected Prayer Turns the Path Into Thorns 

Prayer is another duty that sloth turns into a hedge. A man can spend hours talking to 
people, scrolling through foolishness, arguing online, watching empty things, worrying over 
problems, and rehearsing grievances in his head, but when it is time to get alone with God, 
suddenly he is exhausted. Suddenly he has no words. Suddenly he is too distracted. 
Suddenly the hedge appears. The flesh can always find energy for what it loves and fatigue 
for what it hates. That is why prayerlessness is not merely a schedule problem. It is often a 
heart problem. 

The Lord Jesus Christ said in Matthew 26:41, “Watch and pray, that ye enter not into 
temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” The disciples slept when they 
should have prayed. That scene has repeated itself in a thousand forms. Men sleep 
spiritually while temptation is setting traps. They neglect prayer and then act surprised 
when they lack strength. They skip the closet and then complain about the battlefield. They 
do not watch, and then they wonder why they fell. Prayer is not decorative. It is not religious 
garnish on the plate of life. It is part of spiritual survival. 

The slothful man says prayer is hard, and there is truth in that because the flesh resists 
communion with God. But he turns that difficulty into a hedge. He waits until he feels 
spiritual, until he has more time, until things settle down, until his mind clears, until his 
emotions line up, until the house is quiet, until the season changes. Meanwhile, days 
become weeks, weeks become months, and prayer becomes a memory instead of a habit. 



The righteous man does not wait for perfect conditions. He prays because God is worthy, 
because weakness is real, because temptation is near, because the flesh is treacherous, 
and because the path gets plainer when a man has been on his knees. 

5. Delayed Obedience Feeds the Thorns 

Delayed obedience is one of sloth’s favorite tricks. It does not always say “no.” Sometimes 
it says “later.” That sounds more respectful. It keeps the conscience from screaming too 
loudly. “I will make that right later.” “I will start reading later.” “I will deal with that sin later.” 
“I will forgive later.” “I will witness later.” “I will get serious later.” “I will separate later.” “I will 
serve later.” But later is one of the devil’s softest pillows. Many men have slept on it all the 
way into ruin. The slothful man is not always rebellious in open speech. He is rebellious in 
postponement. 

The Bible says in James 4:17, “Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, 
to him it is sin.” That verse ruins a thousand excuses. Knowing increases responsibility. 
Once God shows a man what to do, the issue is not whether he can explain delay. The issue 
is whether he obeys. A man can delay himself into disobedience while telling everyone he 
is praying about it. There are things worth praying over. There are also things God already 
spoke plainly about. A man does not need to pray about whether to stop lying, stop 
fornicating, stop neglecting Scripture, stop corrupting doctrine, stop keeping wicked 
company, or stop refusing clear duty. He needs to obey. 

Every delay feeds the thorn hedge. The longer a man postpones obedience, the larger the 
task feels. A small apology becomes a mountain. A simple habit of Bible reading becomes 
a terrifying discipline. A needed conversation becomes a war in the imagination. A sin that 
could have been judged early becomes rooted and defended. Sloth exaggerates the 
difficulty by waiting. Obedience cuts the hedge while it is still small. The righteous way is 
made plain partly because the righteous man does not let every duty grow into a jungle 
before he touches it. 

6. The Righteous Way Is Plain Because Obedience Clears the Path 

Proverbs 15:19 does not merely describe the slothful man. It gives the contrast: “but the 
way of the righteous is made plain.” That is not saying the righteous man’s life is easy. The 
Bible never promised that. The righteous have enemies. The righteous suffer. The righteous 
are tempted. The righteous get tired. The righteous have to fight the world, the flesh, and 
the devil. But the way is plain in the sense that obedience gives clarity. A man who has 
already decided that God is right does not have to wrestle with every command like it is a 
personal insult. He may struggle, but he knows the direction. 



That is one of the blessings of a settled heart. When the Bible is final authority, the path 
gets plainer. When obedience is settled before the temptation arrives, the hedge loses 
much of its power. When a man has already decided to stand on the Book, he does not 
need to renegotiate every issue when some smooth talker comes along. When a man has 
already decided to pray, he does not need a new emotional crisis to drive him to his knees. 
When a man has already decided to serve, he does not need perfect conditions. The 
righteous way is not plain because all thorns vanish. It is plain because righteousness 
refuses to let excuses rule the road. 

The righteous man also learns that obedience often reveals help that laziness never sees. 
The slothful man stands at a distance and studies the hedge. The righteous man takes the 
next step and finds there was a gate, a tool, a path, a handhold, a light, a promise, a verse, a 
strength, a mercy, and a grace waiting in the way. God does not always show a man the 
whole road before he obeys the first step. “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto 
my path.” A lamp gives enough light for the next step. The slothful man demands floodlights 
on the entire future before he will move. The righteous man obeys with the light God has 
given. 

7. The Thorn Hedge Must Be Cut Down, Not Studied Forever 

There comes a point where a man has to stop admiring the hedge and cut it down. Some 
people analyze their excuses as if analysis equals obedience. They can explain their 
patterns, their wounds, their personality, their background, their distractions, their fears, 
their obstacles, and their struggles. There is a place for honest examination, but 
examination is not repentance. Naming the thorn is not the same as cutting it. Mapping the 
hedge is not the same as walking the path. The slothful man can become very eloquent 
about why he is stuck, but eloquence does not move his feet. 

The Bible’s answer to sloth is not sympathy with laziness. It is correction, rebuke, 
instruction, and movement. “Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise.” 
God sends the lazy man to school under an insect. That ought to humble him. The ant does 
not need a conference, a praise team, a motivational podcast, a perfect mood, or a 
committee meeting to do what needs to be done. It works. It prepares. It moves. It stores. It 
acts in season. If God tells a sluggard to learn from an ant, then the problem is not lack of 
information. It is lack of diligence. 

Cutting down the hedge begins with the next act of obedience. Open the Bible. Pray today. 
Make the call. Write the apology. Refuse the sin. Clean the room. Do the work. Study the 
verse. Witness to the person. Finish the task. Turn off the filth. Get out of bed. Stop 
pretending the lion in the street has more authority than the God in heaven. The hedge 



loses power when obedience starts swinging. A man does not defeat sloth by feeling 
inspired. He defeats it by fearing God and doing what is right whether his flesh applauds or 
not. 

Conclusion 

Proverbs 15:19 gives one of the clearest pictures of how sloth distorts reality: “The way of 
the slothful man is as an hedge of thorns.” The slothful man is not simply facing a hard 
road. He is looking at duty through a lazy heart. He sees obstacles everywhere because he 
does not want obedience enough to move. He blames the hedge, the timing, the weather, 
the difficulty, the people, the system, the circumstances, and a dozen other things, but the 
Bible puts the problem where God always knows it belongs. The issue is not merely what is 
in the path. The issue is what is in the man. 

This thorn hedge shows up in neglected prayer, unread Bibles, delayed obedience, spiritual 
procrastination, half-finished duties, unjudged sin, excuses dressed up like wisdom, and 
the habit of making every commandment look harder than it is. Sloth is a liar. It tells a man 
that obedience will be easier later, but later usually adds more thorns. It tells him he needs 
perfect conditions, but perfect conditions never come. It tells him the task is impossible, 
but the righteous man beside him is walking the same world with a plainer path because he 
has learned to obey without worshipping his excuses. The slothful man studies the hedge. 
The righteous man takes the next step. 

So let the lesson land plainly. The way of the righteous is made plain, not because life has 
no hardship, but because obedience clears what sloth exaggerates. The Bible believer has 
no business living as a door turning on hinges, moving but never going anywhere. The path 
is not going to walk itself. The Bible is not going to read itself. The prayer closet is not going 
to enter itself. The sin is not going to mortify itself. The duty is not going to perform itself. 
The hedge must be cut down by obedience. Stop feeding the thorns with delay. Stop calling 
laziness caution. Stop calling disobedience timing. Stop calling neglect a season. Get up, 
open the Book, bend the knee, take the step, and let righteousness make the way plain. 

 

 

7 of 15: The Theology of Thorns - Sowing Among Thorns 

Introduction 

Jeremiah 4:3 says, “For thus saith the LORD to the men of Judah and Jerusalem, Break up 
your fallow ground, and sow not among thorns.” That is one of those verses that sounds 
simple until the Holy Ghost starts turning the blade over in the heart. God is not merely 



talking about farming. He is talking about a people whose hearts had become like 
neglected ground. They had soil, but it was hard. They had religious activity, but no 
brokenness. They had the outward marks of covenant history, but their inward condition 
was not ready to receive what God was saying. The Lord does not say, “Throw more seed on 
top of the same thorn patch.” He says, “Break up your fallow ground.” Before there can be a 
right sowing, there must be a right breaking. Before there can be fruit, there must be 
preparation. Before the word brings forth what it ought to bring forth, the ground must stop 
protecting the thorns. 

That is a hard word for a generation that wants Bible fruit without Bible plowing. Everybody 
wants peace, joy, power, wisdom, victory, discernment, spiritual depth, answered prayer, 
fruitful ministry, and strong doctrine, but not everybody wants the plow. They want the seed 
scattered over a field they have no intention of breaking up. They want the word of God to 
produce in a heart crowded with cares, ambitions, lusts, bitterness, pride, entertainment, 
worry, money, religious tradition, pet sins, and worldly appetites. Then when the harvest is 
thin, they blame the preacher, the church, the times, the devil, their past, their personality, 
or the difficulty of the Bible. But the Lord already told Judah the truth: “sow not among 
thorns.” The problem is not the seed. The problem is the ground. A man cannot keep his 
thorns, protect his weeds, refuse the plow, and then act shocked when the word does not 
bring forth fruit. 

This seventh essay in the series takes the thorn from the cursed ground, the side, the eye, 
the snare, and the slothful hedge, and brings it into the field of the heart. That is where 
many of the deepest battles are fought. The heart can be fallow ground, hard ground, 
thorny ground, shallow ground, honest ground, good ground, or crowded ground. The word 
of God is incorruptible seed. First Peter 1:23 says a man is born again “not of corruptible 
seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God.” So when the seed fails to bring forth fruit in 
a life, do not accuse the seed. The King James Bible is not weak. The gospel is not weak. 
The doctrine is not weak. The commandments are not weak. The promises are not weak. 
The issue is the soil. If the ground is hard, break it. If the thorns are crowding it, clear them. 
If the weeds are protected, judge them. If the heart is unprepared, stop pretending more 
seed alone will fix what only repentance and plowing will expose. 

1. God Commands the Ground to Be Broken Before the Seed Is Sown 

The order in Jeremiah 4:3 is critical: “Break up your fallow ground, and sow not among 
thorns.” God does not begin by saying, “Sow more.” He begins by saying, “Break up.” That is 
where modern religion often gets everything backward. It wants more activity, more 
meetings, more programs, more songs, more posts, more slogans, more conferences, 
more religious motion, and more seed scattering, while the ground remains untouched. But 



God knows that unbroken ground will not produce what He demands. A field can receive 
seed on the surface and still never yield a harvest if the soil is hard, crowded, and thorn-
infested. 

Fallow ground is ground that has been left untilled. It may have potential, but potential is 
not fruit. It may have fertility buried underneath, but buried fertility does not feed anybody. 
It may be land that once produced, but past fruit does not excuse present neglect. Fallow 
ground must be broken because the surface has hardened. The plow must cut. The crust 
must open. The hidden things must be exposed. That is not comfortable language, but it is 
Bible language. God is not asking for a decorative garden. He is calling for a broken field. 
There are times when the heart must be ripped open by conviction before it can receive the 
word rightly. 

This is why real preaching is not always soothing. A plow is not a pillow. A plow does not 
stroke the field. It cuts the field. It breaks what has settled. It turns over what has been 
hidden. It disturbs what has grown comfortable. That is what Bible preaching does to a 
heart that still has life in it. Hebrews 4:12 says, “For the word of God is quick, and powerful, 
and sharper than any twoedged sword.” The word cuts. It divides. It discerns. It lays things 
bare. A man who refuses that cutting cannot then complain that his field has no harvest. If 
the ground will not be broken, the seed will sit above the soil while the thorns keep their 
roots beneath it. 

2. The Heart Is Soil, and Not All Soil Receives the Same Way 

The Lord Jesus Christ takes this principle and opens it fully in the parable of the sower. In 
Matthew 13, Mark 4, and Luke 8, the same seed is sown, but the results are not the same. 
Some falls by the way side. Some falls upon stony places. Some falls among thorns. Some 
falls into good ground. The seed is not changing from place to place. The ground is 
changing. That is the point. The word of God is the constant. The hearer is the variable. The 
same Bible that awakens one man may be ignored by another. The same sermon that 
breaks one heart may irritate another. The same gospel that saves one sinner may harden 
another who refuses to receive it. 

That is a terrifying truth because men love to blame everything except the soil. The carnal 
man says the sermon was too plain, too long, too sharp, too old-fashioned, too narrow, too 
doctrinal, too judgmental, or too hard. But the Lord already identified the deeper issue. The 
condition of the ground determines how the seed is received. A hard heart does not need a 
softer seed. It needs to be broken. A shallow heart does not need a shallower message. It 
needs depth. A thorny heart does not need the seed diluted. It needs the thorns removed. 



Good ground does not prove the seed changed. It proves the ground received the seed 
rightly. 

This should make every man examine himself before he criticizes the sowing. When the 
Bible does not seem to profit a man, the first question should not be, “What is wrong with 
the Bible?” The question should be, “What is wrong with the ground?” Hebrews 4:2 says of 
some, “the word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that 
heard it.” The word was preached, but it did not profit because of the condition of the 
hearers. That is the issue. The word of God is not on trial. The ground is. A man had better 
be careful before he accuses the seed while standing in a field full of thorns. 

3. Thorns Crowd the Seed Without Denying the Seed 

One of the subtle things about thorny ground is that the seed actually gets in. Matthew 13:7 
says, “And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprung up, and choked them.” This is 
not the way side where the seed is immediately devoured. This is not a case where the man 
never heard anything. This is a case where the seed has to compete with what is already 
growing. That is what makes the thorny-ground hearer so searching. He can hear the word. 
He can receive religious impressions. He can be moved. He can agree. He can even begin 
to grow. But the thorns are still there, and the thorns are not content to share the field. 

That is exactly how many people treat Scripture. They do not necessarily deny it. They 
crowd it. They do not stand up and say, “I reject the Bible.” They simply let everything else 
grow around it. Work grows around it. Money grows around it. Pleasure grows around it. 
Anxiety grows around it. Family pressure grows around it. Social media grows around it. 
Political anger grows around it. Religious busyness grows around it. The word is present, 
but it is not dominant. It is heard, but it is not given room. It is respected, but it is not 
obeyed. It is planted, but not protected. And the thorns do what thorns do. They choke. 

This is one of the devil’s cleanest strategies. He does not have to make every man an 
atheist. He just has to make the heart crowded. A crowded heart can still look religious. It 
can still quote verses. It can still admire preaching. It can still share posts. It can still talk 
about doctrine. But if the thorns are choking the word, there will be no fruit brought to 
perfection. Luke 8:14 says they “bring no fruit to perfection.” That is not because the seed 
was defective. It is because the ground was crowded. The Bible does not merely need a 
place in the heart. It must have rule in the heart. If Christ is treated like one more plant in a 
thorn patch, do not expect a fruitful vineyard. 

4. The Cares of This World Are Thorns in Religious Clothing 

Matthew 13:22 says, “He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the 
word; and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word.” Notice 



that the first thorn named is not murder, drunkenness, fornication, witchcraft, or open 
blasphemy. It is “the care of this world.” That is what makes it so dangerous. Cares can look 
responsible. Cares can look normal. Cares can look like adult life. A man can say, “I am not 
sinning. I am just busy. I have responsibilities. I have bills. I have pressures. I have a family. I 
have a business. I have plans.” And all of that may be true, but the cares can still choke the 
word. 

The devil has learned that respectable thorns are often more effective than scandalous 
ones. A gross sin may alarm the conscience, but a care can be defended. Anxiety about 
money, worry about tomorrow, obsession with success, constant pressure to keep up, fear 
of failure, and endless attention to earthly matters can grow so thick that Bible truth gets 
smothered without any dramatic fall. The man does not become a public disgrace. He 
becomes unfruitful. He keeps moving, buying, planning, building, worrying, talking, 
checking, comparing, and managing, while the word of God is slowly suffocated beneath a 
pile of reasonable concerns. 

The Lord Jesus Christ did not say the care of this world bruises the word. He said it chokes 
the word. Choking is a slow restriction of life. It cuts off breath. It prevents full growth. It 
does not always kill with a loud crash. Sometimes it quietly prevents fruit from maturing. 
That is why a man must judge his cares, not just his scandals. The heart can be choked by 
things that would never get him disciplined in a church. It can be choked by the calendar, 
the bank account, the news cycle, the inbox, the family drama, the workload, the fear of 
what might happen, and the endless little burdens that crowd out communion with God. 
The thorn does not have to look wicked to be deadly. 

5. Riches Deceive Because They Promise What Only God Can Give 

Matthew calls it “the deceitfulness of riches.” Riches are not merely dangerous because 
men want them. They are dangerous because they lie. They promise security, importance, 
comfort, control, freedom, satisfaction, influence, and peace, but they cannot give what 
they promise. A man can have money and still be afraid. He can have comfort and still be 
empty. He can have influence and still be a fool. He can have a full barn and an empty soul. 
That is why the Lord called the rich man in Luke 12 a fool. His ground brought forth 
plentifully, his barns increased, his plans expanded, but God said, “Thou fool, this night thy 
soul shall be required of thee.” 

The deceitfulness of riches is a thorn because it trains the heart to trust the visible over the 
eternal. It makes a man measure life by increase. It makes him think gain is godliness. It 
makes him confuse provision with approval. It makes him assume that because he has 
more, he is safer. But money is a terrible saviour. It can buy a bed, but not rest. It can buy 



medicine, but not immortality. It can buy entertainment, but not joy. It can buy religion, but 
not redemption. It can buy land, but not a place in the kingdom of God. Riches deceive 
because they keep promising Eden while the grave remains on the schedule. 

This is why a Bible believer must watch money carefully. Not because money itself is evil, 
but because the love of money is the root of all evil. The thorn is not always poverty. 
Sometimes prosperity grows the sharper thorn. The poor man may be tempted to worry. 
The rich man may be tempted to trust. Both can be choked. The question is not how much 
is in the account. The question is what is growing in the heart. If riches are crowding out 
Scripture, prayer, obedience, generosity, humility, and dependence on God, the thorn is 
already working. The seed is being choked by a golden vine. 

6. The Plow of Repentance Must Cut Before the Seed Can Flourish 

Jeremiah does not merely say, “sow not among thorns.” He says, “Break up your fallow 
ground.” That means something must happen to the soil. There must be repentance. There 
must be confession. There must be a disturbance of the old surface. There must be a 
willingness to let God cut into the settled places. A man who wants fruit without 
repentance wants harvest without plowing. He wants results without judgment. He wants 
growth without brokenness. He wants the blessing of the word while refusing the blade of 
the word. That is not Bible Christianity. That is religious farming without a plow. 

Hosea 10:12 says, “Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in mercy; break up your fallow 
ground.” The same phrase appears again, and again the issue is preparation. “For it is time 
to seek the LORD, till he come and rain righteousness upon you.” There is a seeking 
connected with the breaking. There is a righteousness connected with the sowing. There is 
mercy connected with the reaping. But the ground must be broken. A hard heart must be 
humbled. A proud heart must be bowed. A careless heart must be awakened. A crowded 
heart must be cleared. A thorny heart must be judged. 

The plow hurts the field, but it heals the harvest. That is the paradox. Conviction feels like 
wounding, but it is mercy. Rebuke feels like cutting, but it is preparation. Chastening feels 
grievous, but afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness. God breaks ground 
because He intends fruit. When He puts the plow into a heart, He is not destroying it. He is 
preparing it. The worst thing God could do to a thorn-infested heart is leave it alone while 
the man keeps pretending everything is fine. The plow is a sign that God is still dealing, still 
calling, still exposing, still preparing a place where the seed can take root. 

7. Good Ground Is Not Accidental 

The good ground in the parable does not appear because the seed got lucky. Luke 8:15 
says, “But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and good heart, having 



heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience.” That verse gives the marks. They 
hear the word. They keep it. They bring forth fruit with patience. That is not a shallow 
emotional response. That is not a religious mood. That is not a quick burst that dies under 
pressure. Good ground receives, holds, endures, and produces. It does not merely admire 
the seed. It keeps it. 

The phrase “with patience” matters because fruit does not always appear overnight. The 
slothful want immediate harvest without labor. The shallow want excitement without root. 
The thorny want fruit without clearing the field. But good ground understands that growth 
requires time, weather, watering, resistance, and endurance. A Bible believer must not only 
receive the word. He must keep it when the sun gets hot, when cares press in, when riches 
deceive, when pleasures call, when enemies mock, when feelings change, and when the 
fruit is not yet visible. Patience protects the seed while God works beneath the surface. 

Good ground is cultivated by a heart that lets God be right. It is maintained by repentance, 
obedience, humility, and attention to the word. A man should not assume his heart is good 
ground simply because he likes Bible talk. The test is fruit. Is the word changing the life? Is 
it producing holiness, discernment, obedience, charity, endurance, separation, prayer, 
gratitude, and steadfastness? Is it bringing forth thirtyfold, sixtyfold, or an hundredfold? The 
question is not whether seed has been scattered. The question is whether the ground has 
received it in a way that brings forth fruit. 

Conclusion 

Jeremiah 4:3 gives the command that this generation does not want to hear: “Break up your 
fallow ground, and sow not among thorns.” That verse rebukes the fantasy that spiritual 
fruit can grow in an unbroken, crowded, thorn-infested heart simply because some seed 
was thrown on top of it. God does not merely command seed to be scattered. He 
commands the ground to be broken. That is the part men resist. They want teaching 
without conviction, doctrine without repentance, comfort without correction, harvest 
without plowing, and fruit without clearing the field. But God’s order remains the same. 
Break up the fallow ground. Do not sow among thorns. 

The word of God is never the problem. The seed is incorruptible. The gospel is powerful. 
The Scriptures are pure. The doctrine is sound. The promises are faithful. The 
commandments are holy, just, and good. When the word does not bring forth fruit, a man 
had better examine the soil before he criticizes the seed. A thorny heart can hear the word 
and still be unfruitful. Cares can choke it. Riches can choke it. Pleasures can choke it. 
Lusts can choke it. Religious tradition can choke it. Bitterness can choke it. Pride can choke 



it. The problem is not that the seed lacks life. The problem is that the heart is full of 
competition. 

So the lesson is plain. A man cannot keep his thorns, protect his weeds, refuse the plow, 
and then wonder why the word does not bring forth fruit. Before there is fruitful sowing, 
there must be broken ground. Let God cut. Let the Book expose. Let conviction do its work. 
Pull up the thorns. Judge the cares. Refuse the deceitfulness of riches. Clear out the 
pleasures that choke the word. Stop making peace with the things that strangle fruit. The 
Lord is not looking for a thorn patch with a few verses sprinkled over it. He is looking for 
good ground that hears the word, keeps it, and brings forth fruit with patience. 

 

 

8 of 15: The Theology of Thorns - The Cares That Choke the Word 

Introduction 

There is a kind of thorn in the Bible that does not look wicked at first glance. It does not 
come dressed like a drunkard, a harlot, a murderer, a blasphemer, or a rank idolater. It 
comes dressed like normal life. That is what makes it dangerous. Matthew 13, Mark 4, and 
Luke 8 give us the thorny-ground hearer, and the Lord Jesus Christ does not leave us 
guessing what those thorns are. Matthew 13:22 says, “He also that received seed among 
the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of 
riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful.” Mark 4:19 adds, “And the cares of this 
world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the 
word, and it becometh unfruitful.” Luke 8:14 says, “And that which fell among thorns are 
they, which, when they have heard, go forth, and are choked with cares and riches and 
pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to perfection.” There is the list. Cares. Riches. 
Pleasures. Lusts. Deceitfulness. Not all of them look scandalous on the surface, but all of 
them can choke the word. 

That is why this part of the thorn study hits so close to home. The thorny-ground hearer is 
not necessarily the man who never heard the Bible. He heard it. The seed entered the 
ground. There was contact with truth. There was some kind of reception. But the ground 
was already crowded. The word of God did not have room to rule because the heart had 
already been claimed by other growth. That is the issue. The problem was not the seed. The 
problem was not the sower. The problem was not the weather. The problem was not that 
the Bible lacked power. The problem was the heart had too much growing in it that God did 
not plant. The seed entered, but the thorns had seniority. The word was heard, but the 



cares were already entrenched. The Bible spoke, but the heart was too crowded to let it 
produce mature fruit. 

This is one of the most practical warnings in the New Testament because these thorns do 
not always announce themselves as rebellion. Bills can become thorns. Business can 
become thorns. Family pressure can become thorns. Entertainment can become thorns. 
Ambition can become thorns. Anxiety can become thorns. Buying, wanting, planning, 
scrolling, saving, comparing, worrying, building, fixing, pursuing, managing, and surviving 
can all grow around the soul until the word is heard but not perfected. The result is not 
always open apostasy at first. Sometimes the result is something quieter and more 
common: unfruitfulness. The man still hears sermons. He may still own a Bible. He may 
still know the right words. He may still agree with sound doctrine. But the fruit never comes 
to perfection because ordinary life, unchecked, has become a thorn patch. The Bible was 
heard, but the heart was crowded. 

1. The Thorny-Ground Hearer Actually Hears the Word 

The Lord says in Matthew 13:22, “He also that received seed among the thorns is he that 
heareth the word.” That is important. This is not a man who never comes near truth. This is 
not someone untouched by Scripture. He hears the word. In Mark’s account, the word is 
sown among thorns. In Luke’s account, they “have heard” and then “go forth.” That means 
there is movement after hearing. The seed is not rejected at the gate in the same way as the 
wayside hearer. The thorny-ground hearer has enough contact with truth to make his 
condition more dangerous, not less. He has light, but not fruit. He has hearing, but not 
maturity. He has exposure, but not victory. 

That is a terrifying possibility for religious people. A man can sit under the word and still be 
thorn-choked. He can nod his head and still be unfruitful. He can say “Amen” and still be 
crowded. He can agree that the Bible is right while allowing everything else to keep 
possession of the inner ground. The issue is not whether the word touched his ears. The 
issue is whether it took possession of the heart. Hearing is necessary, but hearing alone is 
not the full measure of spiritual health. James 1:22 says, “But be ye doers of the word, and 
not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.” A hearer-only can deceive himself because 
the act of hearing can feel like obedience when it is not. 

The thorny-ground hearer is especially common in a Bible-rich environment. He has access 
to preaching, books, posts, studies, sermons, clips, notes, commentaries, debates, and 
constant religious content. He is not starving for seed. In fact, he may be surrounded by 
seed. But the heart is not clear. It is possible to drown in access while starving in fruit. A 
man can consume Bible content like entertainment and still not let the Bible govern his life. 



He can admire doctrine without clearing the ground. He can collect verses while protecting 
thorns. The Lord’s parable warns us that the word can be heard and still be choked if the 
heart is already overgrown. 

2. The Cares of This World Are Respectable Thorns 

The first thorn Matthew names is “the care of this world.” That is not an accident. The Lord 
does not begin with the most scandalous sin men can imagine. He begins with care. The 
word itself carries the idea of anxious concern, divided attention, and burdens pressing 
upon the mind. That is ordinary life when it is no longer under the rule of God. The cares of 
this world include bills, deadlines, responsibilities, family concerns, health fears, business 
pressure, tomorrow’s uncertainty, the endless management of life, and all the things that 
seem necessary until they become ruling things. 

This is why these thorns are so effective. A man can defend them. He can say, “I am not out 
committing some gross sin. I am just trying to take care of my responsibilities.” And yes, 
responsibilities are real. A man who will not provide for his own has denied the faith and is 
worse than an infidel. The Bible does not command laziness, irresponsibility, or pretending 
earthly duties do not exist. But there is a line between faithful stewardship and choking 
care. There is a difference between carrying duties before God and letting duties crowd 
God out. There is a difference between working as unto the Lord and being consumed by 
the machinery of this present world. 

The cares of this world become thorns when they choke the word. That is the test. Do they 
keep you from prayer? Do they make Scripture seem secondary? Do they rule your mood 
more than God’s promises? Do they fill your mind from morning to night while the Bible gets 
whatever scraps are left? Do they make you impatient with spiritual things? Do they make 
you too busy to obey? Do they make you fearful, frantic, irritated, prayerless, and unfruitful? 
Then they are not merely responsibilities. They are thorns. The Bible does not condemn 
duty. It condemns care that chokes the word. 

3. Riches Deceive Because They Pretend to Be Security 

Matthew 13:22 also names “the deceitfulness of riches.” That phrase is exact. Riches are 
not only dangerous because they are desirable. They are dangerous because they deceive. 
They tell a man he is safer than he is. They tell him he is stronger than he is. They tell him he 
is more important than he is. They tell him he has more time than he does. They tell him 
that increase equals blessing, that comfort equals peace, that ownership equals control, 
and that full barns mean a full soul. But the Lord Jesus Christ already exposed that lie in 
Luke 12 with the rich fool. The man had barns, plans, goods, ease, and confidence, but God 
said, “Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee.” 



The deceitfulness of riches can work on both the rich man and the poor man. The rich man 
can be deceived by possessing them. The poor man can be deceived by craving them. One 
is choked by what he has. The other is choked by what he wants. One trusts in abundance. 
The other dreams that abundance would solve everything. Both can be deceived because 
both can let money become the controlling thought of the heart. The issue is not simply the 
amount in the account. The issue is what money is allowed to promise, govern, excuse, and 
displace. 

Riches become a thorn when they crowd the word into the margins. They choke generosity. 
They choke contentment. They choke dependence on God. They choke eternal vision. They 
choke prayer because the man thinks his provision is in his own hand. They choke courage 
because the man has too much to lose. They choke obedience because the man 
calculates what the commandment might cost him. The Bible says in 1 Timothy 6:10, “For 
the love of money is the root of all evil.” That root grows thorns. The man who loves money 
may still hear the word, but the word will have to compete with a thornbush that is always 
whispering, “Save yourself, secure yourself, promote yourself, protect yourself, enrich 
yourself.” That is how riches deceive. 

4. Pleasures of This Life Can Choke Without Looking Like Rebellion 

Luke 8:14 adds “pleasures of this life.” That phrase is devastating because pleasures are 
not always ugly at first. Pleasure can be clean in its proper place, but it becomes poisonous 
when it rules. The flesh does not merely want relief from pain. It wants to be entertained, 
gratified, soothed, excited, distracted, and served. In a modern age, pleasures are 
everywhere. A man can carry a world of pleasure in his pocket. He can scroll, watch, buy, 
laugh, lust, compare, play, consume, and distract himself endlessly. He can fill every quiet 
moment with noise and then wonder why he has no depth. 

Pleasures choke the word by making spiritual appetite weak. The more the flesh is fed, the 
less the soul seems hungry for Scripture. The more the mind is trained on quick 
stimulation, the harder it becomes to meditate. The more a man lives by entertainment, the 
more Bible reading feels slow. The more he lives for amusement, the more prayer feels 
demanding. The more his heart is trained to crave pleasure, the more holiness feels like 
deprivation. That is not an accident. The thorns are doing their work. They are not 
necessarily making him an atheist. They are making him shallow, distracted, soft, and 
unfruitful. 

The danger of pleasure is that it can dull the seriousness of eternity. A man entertained to 
death may never stop long enough to consider judgment, ministry, sacrifice, obedience, or 
the needs of souls around him. He becomes light. Not joyful in the Holy Ghost, but light in 



the foolish sense. Always amused. Always stimulated. Always needing another distraction. 
The Bible then becomes one voice among many, and often the least exciting to the flesh. 
That is why pleasures of this life are thorns. They can grow quietly, beautifully, and 
respectably, but they still choke the word if they own the heart. 

5. Lusts of Other Things Enter In Like Invaders 

Mark 4:19 adds, “and the lusts of other things entering in.” That phrase “entering in” shows 
movement. These lusts invade the field. They do not stay outside politely asking for 
permission forever. They enter. They push inward. They claim space. They are “other 
things,” meaning things beside the word, things competing with the word, things the heart 
begins to desire in addition to or instead of what God has said. Lust is not limited to sexual 
sin, though it includes that. Lust is disordered desire. It is desire that refuses to stay under 
God’s rule. 

These lusts choke because they divide the heart. A man cannot run in ten directions and 
call that faithfulness. He cannot chase every desire and bring forth fruit to perfection. The 
word of God requires attention, submission, meditation, obedience, and endurance. Lusts 
demand attention too. They knock on the door of the imagination. They enter through the 
eye, the ear, the memory, the fantasy, the ambition, and the appetite. Once inside, they do 
not sit quietly. They talk. They negotiate. They justify. They promise. They nag. They keep 
presenting “other things” as necessary things. 

The phrase “other things” is broad enough to make every man examine his own heart. It 
may be lust for recognition. Lust for control. Lust for comfort. Lust for revenge. Lust for 
applause. Lust for pleasure. Lust for novelty. Lust for knowledge that puffs up rather than 
edifies. Lust for controversy. Lust for possessions. Lust for a life God did not give. Whatever 
it is, if it enters and chokes the word, it is a thorn. A man cannot afford to judge only the ugly 
thorns and water the respectable ones. Any desire that crowds the word is an invader, no 
matter how reasonable it sounds. 

6. The Result Is Unfruitfulness, Not Always Immediate Apostasy 

Matthew says, “he becometh unfruitful.” Mark says, “it becometh unfruitful.” Luke says they 
“bring no fruit to perfection.” That is the result of thorny ground. Notice carefully that the 
result is not described first as open apostasy, public scandal, or total denial. It is 
unfruitfulness. That makes the warning more searching. A man may still appear religious 
while being unfruitful. He may still be around the seed. He may still hear the word. He may 
still have leaves. He may still look alive from a distance. But the fruit does not mature 
because the thorns keep choking the life out of it. 



Unfruitfulness is a serious matter in Scripture. God is not impressed by religious vegetation 
that never produces what He planted it for. John 15 says, “Herein is my Father glorified, that 
ye bear much fruit.” Fruit matters. Fruit shows life, health, maturity, and usefulness. The 
thorny-ground hearer is a warning that a crowded heart may prevent the word from 
producing what it ought to produce. A man can know enough Bible to talk, but not enough 
fruit to glorify God. He can be active, but barren. He can be informed, but untransformed. 
He can be exposed to truth, but not perfected by it. 

This is one of the tragedies of modern Christianity. There is more access to Bible teaching 
than ever, and yet much of the fruit is thin. Why? Crowded hearts. The word is competing 
with phones, finances, entertainment, ambition, fear, pleasure, politics, outrage, 
comparison, and constant noise. The seed is good. The field is crowded. The Bible is 
powerful. The ground is thorny. The preaching may be plain, the doctrine may be sound, the 
gospel may be clear, but if the hearer lets the thorns keep the field, the end is 
unfruitfulness. Not because God’s word failed, but because the heart refused to be 
cleared. 

7. The Cure Is Clearing the Ground, Not Blaming the Seed 

The answer to thorny ground is not to change the seed. That is where many go wrong. They 
think the Bible needs to be softened, repackaged, shortened, modernized, entertained, 
decorated, or made less offensive. But the Lord never said the seed was the problem. The 
problem was the thorns. Changing the seed does not fix a thorny heart. A watered-down 
Bible message may make the thorns more comfortable, but it will not produce the fruit God 
requires. The field must be cleared. The heart must be judged. The cares, riches, pleasures, 
and lusts must be brought under the authority of God. 

This requires honest examination. What is choking the word? What fills the mind before 
Scripture has a chance to speak? What controls the emotions more than the promises of 
God? What appetite has become louder than conscience? What pursuit keeps delaying 
obedience? What pleasure has made holiness feel bitter? What care has made prayer 
seem useless? What financial ambition has made eternal things feel distant? A man must 
name the thorns before he can pull them. General conviction often produces general 
intentions, and general intentions usually die by supper. Specific thorns must be judged 
specifically. 

Clearing the ground is not a one-time emotional decision. Thorns grow back if neglected. 
The heart must be kept. Proverbs 4:23 says, “Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it 
are the issues of life.” Keeping the heart means guarding what enters, judging what grows, 
and giving the word of God room to rule. It means refusing to let ordinary life become lord of 



the field. It means doing business, paying bills, raising families, working jobs, carrying 
burdens, and living in this world without letting the world choke the Book. The righteous life 
is not a life without responsibility. It is a life where every responsibility bows to God. 

Conclusion 

The thorny-ground hearer is one of the most practical warnings the Lord Jesus Christ ever 
gave because it exposes the danger of ordinary life unchecked. The thorns are cares, 
riches, pleasures, lusts, and the deceitfulness of riches. These things may not look like 
open rebellion at first. They may look like responsibility, opportunity, relaxation, success, 
survival, or normal desire. But when they choke the word, they are thorns. The test is not 
whether something can be explained. The test is whether it is crowding the word of God out 
of the heart and keeping fruit from coming to perfection. 

The seed is not the problem. The word of God is incorruptible. The gospel is not weak. The 
Bible is not outdated. Sound doctrine is not lifeless. The issue is the ground. A crowded 
heart can hear the word and still remain unfruitful. A man can sit under truth and still be 
choked by worry. He can read Scripture and still be ruled by money. He can know doctrine 
and still be softened by pleasure. He can agree with preaching and still be invaded by lusts 
of other things. That is the thorny-ground tragedy. The word entered, but the thorns had 
already claimed the field. 

So let the warning stand. Bills, business, pleasure, pressure, entertainment, ambitions, 
anxieties, scrolling, buying, wanting, planning, and worrying can grow so thick around the 
soul that the word is heard but never perfected. The answer is not to blame the seed. The 
answer is to clear the ground. Judge the cares. Expose the deceitfulness of riches. Put 
pleasures in their place. Cast down imaginations. Refuse the lusts of other things. Give the 
Bible room to rule. The Lord is not looking for a heart where His word is merely present. He 
is looking for a heart where His word brings forth fruit. A thorn patch with a Bible verse lying 
in it is still a thorn patch until the ground is cleared. 

 

 

9 of 15: The Theology of Thorns - Grapes Do Not Grow on Thorns 

Introduction 

The Lord Jesus Christ had a way of cutting through religious fog with one sentence. Men can 
build systems, decorate lies, dress wolves in robes, polish false doctrine with degrees, 
wrap corruption in emotional stories, and make a thornbush look impressive from a 
distance, but the Lord asks one question and the whole thing falls apart: “Do men gather 



grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?” That is Matthew 7:16. Luke 6:44 gives the same truth: 
“For every tree is known by his own fruit. For of thorns men do not gather figs, nor of a 
bramble bush gather they grapes.” That is simple enough for a child and deep enough to 
expose a seminary. Grapes do not grow on thorns. Figs do not grow on thistles. Holy fruit 
does not come from corrupt roots. Sound spiritual produce does not come from a 
poisonous tree. You can hang plastic grapes on a thornbush for a religious conference, but 
you did not grow anything. You decorated a lie. 

This essay brings the thorn into the realm of discernment. In Genesis, the thorn is tied to 
the curse. In Israel, the thorn becomes vexation and compromise. In Proverbs, the thorn 
becomes the hedge of the slothful. In Jeremiah and the Gospels, thorns choke the word. 
But here, in Matthew 7 and Luke 6, thorns expose false fruit. The Lord is not merely warning 
about obvious heathenism. He is warning about false prophets. Matthew 7:15 says, 
“Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are 
ravening wolves.” Then He immediately says, “Ye shall know them by their fruits.” That 
means fruit is the test after the warning about disguise. False prophets do not come 
wearing signs that say, “I am here to deceive you.” They come in sheep’s clothing. They look 
harmless. They sound spiritual. They know how to use familiar language. They can carry a 
Bible, quote verses, smile sweetly, stir emotions, gather crowds, and still be wolves 
underneath the wool. 

That is why the Lord’s question is so necessary. Men are easily impressed by appearance. 
They judge by size, success, polish, money, lights, music, buildings, popularity, numbers, 
credentials, charisma, emotion, influence, and stories. God judges the tree by its fruit. A 
thornbush may be alive. It may be visible. It may be widespread. It may grow quickly. It may 
be hard to remove. It may dominate the field. But it still does not produce grapes. The test is 
not whether something grows. Cancer grows. Mold grows. Weeds grow. Cults grow. False 
religion grows. Heresy grows. Crowds grow. The test is what it produces. If the root is wrong, 
the fruit will expose it. If the doctrine is corrupt, the result will eventually show it. Grapes do 
not grow on thorns, no matter how many people clap for the bush. 

1. The Lord’s Warning Begins With False Prophets 

Matthew 7:15 says, “Beware of false prophets.” That word “beware” is not gentle religious 
background music. It is a warning. It means there is danger near enough to require 
alertness. The Lord does not say, “Admire all prophets, trust all prophets, platform all 
prophets, assume the best about all prophets, and never test anyone because that would 
be unloving.” He says, “Beware.” That one word destroys the soft, sentimental religion that 
thinks discernment is mean. Christ commands vigilance because false prophets exist, and 



they are dangerous. If the Lord says beware, then the man who refuses to beware is not 
more charitable than Christ. He is more foolish. 

The warning is especially sharp because false prophets come “in sheep’s clothing.” That 
means the danger is disguised. It looks like it belongs among the flock. It has religious 
covering. It may use Bible terms. It may talk about love, grace, kingdom, anointing, revival, 
tradition, scholarship, justice, unity, worship, miracles, or spiritual experience. It may look 
gentle on the outside. But the Lord says, “inwardly they are ravening wolves.” That is a 
predator under a costume. The outward garment is not the inward nature. A wolf does not 
become a sheep because he learned church vocabulary. A false teacher does not become 
sound because he smiles while mishandling Scripture. 

That is why fruit matters. The Lord does not tell you to judge the sheep’s clothing. He tells 
you to judge the fruit. False prophets are masters of appearance. They know how to dress 
the message. They know how to sound compassionate. They know how to make rebellion 
look like healing and compromise look like maturity. They know how to say enough true 
things to keep people from noticing the poison. But the fruit exposes the root. What does 
the teaching produce? Does it produce faith in the words of God, or doubt? Does it produce 
holiness, or worldliness? Does it produce gospel clarity, or sacramental fog? Does it 
produce humility before Scripture, or pride in scholarship? Does it produce obedience, or 
excuses? Beware of false prophets means do not let the costume do your thinking. 

2. Fruit Is the Test, Not Religious Appearance 

“Ye shall know them by their fruits.” The Lord did not say, “Ye shall know them by their 
crowds.” He did not say, “Ye shall know them by their buildings.” He did not say, “Ye shall 
know them by their degrees, their music, their emotional stories, their social media reach, 
their stage lighting, their polished branding, their charming personality, their 
denominational approval, or their ability to make people cry.” He said, “by their fruits.” That 
is the test. Fruit is the visible result of the inner life and root system. Fruit shows what kind 
of tree is really there. 

Religious appearance can be manufactured. A man can manufacture mood. He can 
manufacture tears. He can manufacture excitement. He can manufacture a crowd. He can 
manufacture a testimony. He can manufacture an atmosphere. He can manufacture a 
brand. He can manufacture a reputation. He can manufacture an academic aura by 
stacking footnotes like sandbags around unbelief. He can manufacture a worship 
experience that moves the flesh while leaving the spirit starving. But fruit cannot be faked 
forever. Sooner or later, the doctrine produces its kind. The root sends its nature into the 
branch, and the branch produces what the root is. 



This is where many Christians fail in discernment. They are impressed by motion instead of 
fruit. They think if something is big, it must be blessed. If it is emotional, it must be spiritual. 
If it is popular, it must be powerful. If it is ancient, it must be apostolic. If it is scholarly, it 
must be true. If it is sincere, it must be safe. If it uses Jesus’ name, it must be Christian. But 
the Lord does not hand the test to the crowd, the mood, the age, the title, or the claims. He 
hands it to the fruit. A thornbush can have size, visibility, and a long history, but no sane 
man goes to it with a basket expecting grapes. 

3. Bad Doctrine Does Not Produce Spiritual Fruit 

The Lord’s question is simple: “Do men gather grapes of thorns?” The expected answer is 
no. A corrupt source cannot produce holy fruit. This applies directly to doctrine. Bad 
doctrine does not produce spiritual fruit. It may produce activity, zeal, noise, loyalty, 
emotion, fear, bondage, pride, numbers, arguments, and religious identity, but it will not 
produce the fruit of sound Bible truth. Doctrine is not a side issue. Doctrine is the root 
system. What a man believes about God, Christ, the Bible, sin, salvation, grace, the 
church, prophecy, judgment, and authority will eventually show up in the fruit. 

That is why the modern hatred of doctrine is so deadly. People say, “Doctrine divides,” as if 
truth is the problem and confusion is charity. Of course doctrine divides. Light divides from 
darkness. Truth divides from error. The gospel divides from another gospel. Christ divides 
sheep from goats. The word of God divides soul and spirit, joints and marrow. The issue is 
not whether doctrine divides. The issue is whether the division is made by the truth of God 
or by the pride of men. When doctrine is corrupt, the fruit will be corrupt. When the root is 
poisoned, the grapes do not become holy because the leaves look green. 

False doctrine produces predictable fruit. A works gospel produces bondage or pride. 
Bible-correcting unbelief produces doubt. Prosperity preaching produces covetousness 
baptized in religious language. Liberalism produces moral compromise and unbelief. 
Mysticism produces instability and private authority. Hyper-Calvinism can produce 
fatalism and a cold distortion of the plain gospel offer. Sacramental systems produce trust 
in rites instead of the finished work of Christ. Entertainment-driven religion produces 
shallow believers who need atmosphere to feel spiritual. These are not grapes. These are 
thorns with decorations. The fruit tells you what kind of root has been feeding the plant. 

4. The Thornbush May Be Alive, But It Is Still Not Fruitful 

A thornbush is alive. That is part of the deception. It grows. It spreads. It takes up space. It 
may be strong, visible, and hard to remove. But life in the botanical sense is not the same 
as fruitfulness in the biblical sense. Something can be active, expanding, and impressive 
while still being useless for the purpose God is testing. That is a necessary distinction. 



Many people see growth and assume God’s approval. But the Lord’s question is not, “Did 
the thornbush grow?” It is, “Do men gather grapes of thorns?” 

False religious systems can grow. Corrupt churches can grow. Personality cults can grow. 
Movements built on error can grow. A preacher can gain followers while losing truth. A 
ministry can increase its budget while decreasing its doctrine. A denomination can multiply 
programs while abandoning Scripture. A man can build a platform on emotional 
manipulation, borrowed phrases, shallow doctrine, and spiritual entertainment. That 
growth does not prove grapes. It proves activity. It proves visibility. It may even prove the soil 
of the age is favorable to thorns. But it does not prove holy fruit. 

This is where a Bible believer has to stop being impressed by mere size. Numbers can 
matter when they represent souls reached with truth, but numbers by themselves do not 
certify anything. The broad way has numbers. Babel had unity. The golden calf had a crowd. 
Baal had prophets. Rome has history. Modern entertainment churches have lights and 
seats full of people. None of that answers the Lord’s question. Where are the grapes? 
Where is gospel clarity? Where is holiness? Where is reverence for the words of God? 
Where is separation from worldliness? Where is spiritual discernment? Where is the fruit 
that matches the tree God planted? 

5. Emotional Stories Cannot Sanctify a Corrupt Root 

One of the easiest ways to hide bad fruit is to wrap it in emotional stories. People love 
stories. A skilled speaker can make a crowd cry, laugh, remember, identify, and feel like 
something deep has happened. But emotion is not the same as truth. Tears are not the 
same as repentance. Excitement is not the same as the Holy Ghost. A moving story can 
carry a bad doctrine right past a lowered guard. That is why false teachers often rely heavily 
on emotional presentation. When the heart is stirred, the mind may stop testing. When 
people feel something, they may assume God has spoken. 

But the Bible never tells you to test a prophet by how moved you felt when he spoke. It says, 
“To the law and to the testimony.” It says, “Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.” It 
says the Bereans searched the Scriptures daily, whether those things were so. It says to try 
the spirits whether they are of God. It says to beware of false prophets. It says you will know 
them by their fruits. Emotional impact is not the test. Scripture is the test. Fruit is the test. 
Doctrine is the test. A thornbush can be watered with tears and still not produce grapes. 

This is important because modern religion is addicted to emotional proof. If the music 
swells, it must be worship. If the speaker cries, he must be sincere. If the testimony is 
dramatic, the doctrine must be valid. If people feel healed, delivered, affirmed, or inspired, 
the ministry must be of God. That is childish. A seducer can be emotional. A heretic can be 



sincere. A deceiver can speak softly. A wolf can wear wool. The question is not whether 
your feelings were touched. The question is whether the truth was handled faithfully and 
whether the fruit is biblical. Grapes do not grow on thorns, even if the thornbush made you 
cry. 

6. The Fruit of a Ministry Reveals the Root of Its Message 

Every ministry has a root system. It may be rooted in Scripture, or tradition, or personality, 
or money, or entertainment, or mysticism, or denominational machinery, or academic 
pride, or cultural appeasement. Whatever feeds the root will show up in the fruit. A ministry 
rooted in the words of God will produce reverence for the words of God. A ministry rooted in 
the gospel of grace will produce clarity about salvation. A ministry rooted in holiness will 
produce a fear of God. A ministry rooted in self-promotion will produce followers of a 
personality. A ministry rooted in entertainment will produce consumers. A ministry rooted 
in tradition will produce defenders of tradition. A ministry rooted in unbelieving scholarship 
will produce Bible doubters. 

This is why the fruit test is so practical. Ask what the ministry makes people love. Does it 
make them love the Lord Jesus Christ as He is revealed in Scripture? Does it make them 
love the Bible more, or doubt it more? Does it make them clearer on the gospel, or more 
confused? Does it make them holy, or worldly with Christian language? Does it make them 
humble, or proud of belonging to the “right” movement? Does it make them obedient, or 
merely emotional? Does it make them fruitful, or just busy? Does it teach them to compare 
spiritual things with spiritual, or to bow before the opinions of men? 

A ministry does not get a pass because it has outward success. The fruit must match the 
root God approves. If people come out of a ministry trusting works, doubting Scripture, 
chasing signs, worshipping a man, excusing sin, despising holiness, confusing Israel and 
the church, rejecting the gospel of grace, or making feelings the final authority, the fruit has 
already spoken. You do not need to keep digging through the thornbush hoping for grapes. 
The Lord already told you how trees work. A corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree 
bringeth forth good fruit. Believe Him. 

7. The Final Test Is Not Growth, But What Kind of Growth 

The test is not whether something grows. That point must be repeated because people 
keep forgetting it. The question is what kind of growth it is. Thorns grow. Weeds grow. Briers 
grow. Brambles grow. False religion grows. Error grows. Leaven grows. Cancer grows. A 
thing can spread and still be destructive. A movement can become famous and still be 
false. A preacher can trend and still be wrong. A church can fill seats and still be starving 



souls. Growth without truth is not proof of God’s blessing. It may be proof of the age’s 
appetite. 

The Bible never teaches us to evaluate spiritual work by the standards of business 
marketing, celebrity culture, or crowd psychology. God looks for fruit that matches His 
word. He looks for faith, holiness, charity, obedience, gospel clarity, endurance, sound 
doctrine, separation from evil, reverence, spiritual discernment, and conformity to Christ. 
These things are not always flashy. They do not always build the biggest crowd. They may 
not trend. They may not impress the flesh. But they are grapes. And grapes matter more 
than the size of the thornbush. 

A Bible believer must learn to ask better questions. Not, “How big is it?” but, “What does it 
produce?” Not, “How popular is he?” but, “What doctrine feeds his fruit?” Not, “How many 
people follow?” but, “Where are they being led?” Not, “How emotional was it?” but, “Was it 
true?” Not, “Did it feel spiritual?” but, “Did it agree with the written word of God?” Not, “Is it 
growing?” but, “Is it bearing grapes or thorns?” The Lord’s question is still standing in the 
road: “Do men gather grapes of thorns?” The answer is still no. 

Conclusion 

The words of Jesus Christ in Matthew 7:16 and Luke 6:44 are enough to cut through a 
thousand religious excuses. “Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?” That is 
not a complicated test. It is simple, direct, and devastating. False prophets may come in 
sheep’s clothing, but fruit exposes them. Corrupt doctrine may be wrapped in music, 
emotion, scholarship, tradition, charisma, money, numbers, and personality, but the fruit 
will eventually tell the truth. A thornbush may be alive, visible, widespread, and impressive 
to people who have forgotten what grapes look like, but it still does not produce grapes. 

This warning is needed because men are naturally impressed by the wrong things. They 
judge by appearance. They judge by size. They judge by noise. They judge by emotion. They 
judge by ancient claims, institutional power, academic titles, polished speech, dramatic 
stories, and popular approval. The Lord tells us to judge by fruit. What does the teaching 
produce? What does the ministry produce? What does the system produce? Does it 
produce confidence in Scripture, clarity in the gospel, holiness in the life, humility before 
God, obedience to the word, and spiritual fruit that glorifies the Father? Or does it produce 
doubt, bondage, pride, worldliness, confusion, emotional dependence, personality 
worship, and corruption? The fruit reveals the root. 

So let the line be drawn plainly. Bad doctrine does not produce spiritual fruit. Corrupt trees 
do not bear holy fruit. A ministry can have personality, money, lights, crowds, music, 
degrees, popularity, and emotional stories, but if the root is wrong, the fruit will expose it. 



Do not let a thornbush impress you because it grew tall. Do not call thistles a vineyard 
because the crowd is large. Do not confuse activity with fruit or emotion with truth. The test 
is not whether something grows. The test is what it produces. Grapes do not grow on 
thorns, and no amount of religious decoration can change the nature of the bush. 

 

 

10 of 15: The Theology of Thorns - Altars Covered With Thorns 

Introduction 

There is a dreadful sight in the Bible that ought to make every church, every home, every 
ministry, and every nation tremble: sacred places overgrown with thorns. An altar is 
supposed to speak of worship, sacrifice, blood, prayer, approach to God, confession, 
cleansing, and covenant remembrance. A vineyard is supposed to speak of fruitfulness. A 
palace is supposed to speak of order, strength, government, and national dignity. A 
tabernacle is supposed to speak of dwelling, fellowship, family, and shelter. Pleasant 
places are supposed to speak of blessing, beauty, joy, and inheritance. But when God 
judges a people, those places do not simply become empty. They become overgrown. The 
thorn comes up where worship used to be. The brier takes over where fruit used to hang. 
The nettle possesses what men once called pleasant. That is not just neglect. That is 
judgment with leaves on it. 

Hosea 10:8 says, “The high places also of Aven, the sin of Israel, shall be destroyed: the 
thorn and the thistle shall come up on their altars.” That verse is enough to stop a man in 
his tracks. Thorns on altars. Not thorns in a ditch. Not thorns on the edge of a road. Not 
thorns in some forgotten field behind a ruined barn. Thorns on altars. The very place where 
men were supposed to meet God becomes a place where the curse grows. Isaiah 34:13 
says, “And thorns shall come up in her palaces, nettles and brambles in the fortresses 
thereof.” Hosea 9:6 says, “nettles shall possess them: thorns shall be in their tabernacles.” 
Isaiah 5 shows the vineyard laid waste until “there shall come up briers and thorns.” 
Jeremiah 12:13 says, “They have sown wheat, but shall reap thorns.” This is a prophetic 
pattern. When a people forsake God, thorns do not merely grow in the wilderness. They 
grow in the places that once testified of blessing. 

This essay is a warning about abandoned worship and ruined testimony. An altar covered 
with thorns is religion without life. It is heritage without obedience. It is buildings without 
glory. It is memories without power. It is a place where men once spoke of God, but now the 
curse preaches louder than the priest. It is what happens when men keep the form but lose 
the fear of God. Churches can do it. Families can do it. Ministries can do it. Nations can do 



it. A man can have a Bible on the shelf and thorns on the altar of his heart. A church can 
have a sign out front and thorns in the pulpit. A nation can have old monuments, old 
hymns, old sermons, old revivals, old language about God, and still be overgrown with the 
thorns of rebellion, idolatry, pride, corruption, and judgment. The question is not whether 
an altar once stood there. The question is what is growing on it now. 

1. Thorns on Altars Show Worship Has Been Abandoned or Corrupted 

Hosea 10:8 says, “the thorn and the thistle shall come up on their altars.” That is a 
horrifying picture because the altar should be a place of sacrifice and approach. In the right 
setting, the altar points to blood, substitution, confession, consecration, and the 
seriousness of sin before a holy God. But in Hosea, the high places are called “the sin of 
Israel.” These were not clean altars of true worship. They were corrupted places, polluted 
by idolatry, national rebellion, and false religion. God says those altars will be destroyed, 
and thorns and thistles will come up on them. The thorn becomes God’s commentary on 
their worship. 

False worship always ends in barrenness. It may look alive for a while. It may draw crowds. 
It may excite the flesh. It may have music, ceremony, movement, smoke, emotion, robes, 
rituals, lights, offerings, and religious language. But if God is not in it, and if the word of God 
does not govern it, it is already on its way to becoming a thorn patch. The outward form may 
continue long after the inward reality is gone. That is one of the great dangers of religion. A 
man can keep going through motions after God has departed from the thing. He can keep 
singing when his heart is cold. He can keep preaching when he has no fear of God. He can 
keep attending when obedience has disappeared. He can keep the altar standing while 
thorns are already rooting underneath. 

The altar covered with thorns warns us that God is not impressed by religious structures 
that are divorced from truth. He does not need a man’s altar if the man’s heart is full of 
idols. He does not need a nation’s ceremonies if the nation hates His commandments. He 
does not need a church’s activity if the pulpit has betrayed the Book. He does not need a 
family’s religious memories if the home is ruled by worldliness, bitterness, pride, and 
neglect. The altar is not protected by its name. If it becomes a monument to rebellion, God 
can let the thorn and thistle preach over it. 

2. Thorns in Palaces Show National Glory Can Become Desolation 

Isaiah 34:13 says, “And thorns shall come up in her palaces, nettles and brambles in the 
fortresses thereof.” A palace is a place of power, government, wealth, policy, dignity, rule, 
and human confidence. Men look at palaces and think permanence. They think influence. 
They think security. They think the king’s house will stand because it is built with stone, 



guarded by soldiers, decorated with riches, and honored by the people. But God says 
thorns can come up in palaces. Nettles and brambles can fill fortresses. The places men 
thought were untouchable can be overgrown like an abandoned field. 

That is a needed rebuke to national pride. Nations can forget that their strength is not 
absolute. They can boast in military power, money, history, culture, technology, trade, 
politics, education, and influence, but sin can turn palaces into thorn patches. A nation 
that forgets God may still have flags, songs, speeches, monuments, courts, universities, 
and armies, but God can hollow it out until the places of strength become witnesses of 
ruin. The thorn in the palace says the king’s house is not safe from God’s judgment. The 
bramble in the fortress says walls cannot protect rebellion from the Almighty. 

This also applies to personal kingdoms. A man can build his little palace. He can build 
reputation, wealth, career, business, position, influence, and comfort. He can think his life 
is fortified. But if he builds without God, thorns can grow in his palace too. Pride goes 
before destruction. The rich fool had barns, goods, and plans, but God required his soul. 
The thorn in the palace is God’s way of saying that human glory without righteousness is 
temporary. What men polish today may be overgrown tomorrow. The palace is only safe 
when the King of heaven is feared. 

3. Thorns in Tabernacles Show the Home Can Lose Its Shelter 

Hosea 9:6 says, “the pleasant places for their silver, nettles shall possess them: thorns 
shall be in their tabernacles.” A tabernacle is a dwelling place. It speaks of habitation, 
family, shelter, domestic life, and the ordinary place where people live. When thorns are in 
the tabernacles, judgment has entered the home. The place that should have sheltered life 
is now overgrown with the signs of curse and neglect. This is not merely national ruin out in 
public. This is ruin coming through the door and growing inside the dwelling. 

Homes can become thorny places. They can have furniture, food, pictures, memories, 
decorations, and routines, but be full of spiritual thorns. Bitterness can be a thorn in the 
home. Neglected Scripture can be a thorn. Prayerlessness can be a thorn. Worldly 
entertainment can be a thorn. A rebellious spirit can be a thorn. A father who will not lead 
can be a thorn. A mother who will not guard can be a thorn. Children trained by screens and 
fools instead of Scripture can become pierced by thorns before they understand what 
wounded them. The home is not automatically safe because people love each other in a 
sentimental way. It must be guarded by truth, order, prayer, correction, and the fear of God. 

The tragedy is that thorns in the tabernacle often grow slowly. Nobody wakes up one 
morning and says, “Let us ruin this house.” It happens by neglect. The Bible is not opened. 
Prayer is skipped. Sin is excused. Anger is allowed. Bitterness is watered. Entertainment 



discipled the children. The world set the tone. The father got busy. The mother got weary. 
The children got restless. The altar of the home, if it ever existed, became covered. Then 
one day the family looks around and wonders why the place feels spiritually sharp, 
crowded, and barren. The answer is that thorns have been growing in the tabernacle while 
everyone was too busy to pull them up. 

4. Thorns in Vineyards Show Fruitfulness Can Be Removed 

Isaiah 5 gives the picture of a vineyard that should have produced grapes, but brought forth 
wild grapes. God says in Isaiah 5:6, “And I will lay it waste: it shall not be pruned, nor 
digged; but there shall come up briers and thorns.” A vineyard is not planted for decoration. 
It is planted for fruit. The owner expects grapes. He digs, fences, gathers out stones, plants 
the choicest vine, builds a tower, and makes a winepress. Everything is prepared for 
fruitfulness. But when the vineyard produces wild grapes, judgment comes. The pruning 
stops. The digging stops. The hedge is removed. The wall is broken. Briers and thorns come 
up. 

That is a sobering picture of a people who had every advantage and still failed to bring forth 
what God required. Israel had the law, the prophets, the covenants, the temple, the 
priesthood, the history of deliverance, the promises, and the witness of God’s dealings. Yet 
when God looked for judgment, He found oppression. When He looked for righteousness, 
He heard a cry. Privilege did not save them from accountability. If anything, privilege 
increased it. A vineyard that has been carefully planted is more accountable than a wild 
patch of ground that never had such care. 

Churches and ministries should tremble here. God does not plant vineyards so men can 
boast that they have vines. He looks for fruit. A ministry may have doctrine, history, 
opportunity, influence, platforms, buildings, songs, books, and memories, but where is the 
fruit? Where are souls being saved? Where is holiness? Where is sound doctrine defended? 
Where is prayer? Where is charity? Where is separation? Where is spiritual maturity? If the 
vineyard brings forth wild grapes, God can stop pruning, stop digging, remove protection, 
and let thorns take over. Nothing is more pitiful than a place that once had fruit now 
producing only thorns. 

5. Reaping Thorns Shows Men Can Sow the Right Seed in the Wrong Spirit 

Jeremiah 12:13 says, “They have sown wheat, but shall reap thorns.” That is a strange and 
terrible statement. Wheat is good seed. Thorns are a cursed harvest. The verse shows a 
people putting forth labor and reaping disappointment because God’s fierce anger is upon 
them. They sowed one thing and reaped another because their condition before God was 
wrong. This cuts deeper than outward activity. It shows that men can do religious labor, 



agricultural labor, national labor, and personal labor, yet reap thorns because the blessing 
of God is absent. 

There are people who think the answer to every spiritual problem is more activity. More 
sowing, more movement, more output, more content, more services, more projects, more 
committees, more visible labor. But Jeremiah says they sowed wheat and reaped thorns. 
Activity without God’s favor can become futility. A man can work hard in the wrong 
direction. A church can labor under a compromised spirit. A ministry can produce 
materials while neglecting prayer and holiness. A family can stay busy while losing its 
spiritual center. A nation can sow policies, programs, and promises while reaping thorns 
because it has rebelled against God. 

This does not mean labor is useless. It means labor must be under the blessing and 
authority of God. Paul said, “I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase.” If 
God does not give the increase, men may still sweat, plan, sow, organize, and advertise, but 
the harvest may be thorns. That is one of the most humiliating judgments God can allow. 
Men expected wheat. They expected profit. They expected a return. They expected success. 
But the field answered them with thorns. That harvest says, “You cannot replace God’s 
blessing with human effort.” Sowing is not enough if the field is under judgment. 

6. Pleasant Places Can Be Possessed by Nettles 

Hosea 9:6 says, “the pleasant places for their silver, nettles shall possess them.” Pleasant 
places are places men enjoy, value, adorn, and associate with blessing. They are the parts 
of life people like to show others. They are where memories gather, money is spent, and 
beauty is preserved. But Hosea says nettles shall possess them. Not merely visit them. 
Possess them. The pleasant place is taken over by the growth of desolation. That is what 
sin does. It does not merely damage ugly places. It ruins pleasant places. 

This is a painful reality. Sin can take over the pleasant places of memory, marriage, family, 
ministry, worship, and national life. A church that once rang with sound preaching can 
become a place of entertainment and compromise. A home that once had prayer can 
become tense, cold, distracted, and worldly. A nation that once had gospel light can 
become a marketplace of confusion and blasphemy. A heart that once loved Scripture can 
become crowded with cares and pleasures. The pleasant place is not safe if it is not 
maintained under God. Nettles do not ask whether the place used to be beautiful. They 
grow where neglect and judgment allow them. 

The word “possess” is important because thorns and nettles can become squatters in 
places that once belonged to better things. They take over slowly, then thoroughly. At first 
they are small. Then they spread. Then they dominate. Then the original beauty is hard to 



find. That is how spiritual decline often works. The first compromise seems minor. The first 
neglected prayer seems explainable. The first doctrinal softening seems charitable. The 
first worldly adjustment seems practical. But given time, the nettles possess the pleasant 
place. If a man does not guard what God has given, something else will occupy it. 

7. The Thorn on the Altar Warns Against Form Without Fear 

The most important lesson in this essay is that men can keep the form after losing the fear. 
An altar can remain as a structure after worship is gone. A church can remain as a building 
after truth has been abandoned. A ministry can remain as a brand after the power has 
departed. A family can keep religious language after obedience has vanished. A nation can 
keep references to God in songs, speeches, and monuments after it has rejected His 
commandments. That is form without fear, and it is one of the most dangerous conditions 
in the Bible. 

Second Timothy 3:5 warns of those “having a form of godliness, but denying the power 
thereof.” That is an altar with thorns on it. The form is still visible. The word “godliness” may 
still be used. The shell may still stand. But the power is denied. Men can become experts at 
preserving the shell. They can maintain ceremonies, titles, traditions, websites, programs, 
anniversaries, buildings, and phrases while the fear of God is gone. The thorn in the altar 
exposes the lie. It says, “This place may have a religious name, but the curse is growing 
here.” 

The remedy is not to polish the altar while leaving the thorns. The remedy is repentance, 
cleansing, and a return to the fear of God. If the altar is covered, clear it. If the pulpit is 
compromised, judge it. If the home is thorny, restore the word and prayer. If the ministry 
has lost its first love, repent. If the heart has kept the form while losing reverence, get 
honest before God. God is not mocked by religious architecture. He sees what is growing. 
The question is not whether an altar exists. The question is whether God is honored there or 
whether thorns have taken over. 

Conclusion 

Altars covered with thorns are one of the most solemn pictures in the prophetic Scriptures. 
They show what happens when worship is abandoned, corrupted, or preserved only as an 
empty form. The altar should speak of sacrifice, blood, prayer, and approach to God, but 
Hosea shows thorns and thistles growing upon altars. Palaces should speak of national 
strength, but Isaiah shows thorns coming up in palaces. Tabernacles should speak of 
dwelling and shelter, but Hosea shows thorns in tabernacles. Vineyards should speak of 
fruitfulness, but Isaiah shows briers and thorns taking over the wasted vineyard. Pleasant 



places should speak of blessing, but nettles possess them. This is judgment that can be 
seen. 

The warning is not only for ancient Israel or the nations in the prophets. It is for every 
church, home, ministry, and individual heart that once had light but now risks becoming 
overgrown. A church can keep its sign and lose its Scripture. A home can keep its memories 
and lose its altar. A ministry can keep its output and lose its power. A nation can keep its 
religious language and lose the fear of God. A man can keep his Bible and lose his hunger 
for it. The form can remain while the thorns rise. That is the horror of abandoned worship: 
the place still exists, but what grows there testifies against it. 

So let the warning be plain. The thorn in the altar is what happens when men keep the form 
but lose the fear of God. Religion without life becomes a thorn patch. Heritage without 
obedience becomes a monument to decline. Buildings without glory become shelters for 
brambles. Memories without power become pleasant places possessed by nettles. If there 
are thorns on the altar, do not decorate them. Do not explain them away. Do not call them 
tradition. Do not pretend they are fruit. Clear the altar. Break up the ground. Return to the 
Book. Restore the fear of God. The same Lord who judges overgrown altars can still cleanse 
a place where men repent, bow, and give Him the worship He requires. 

 

 

11 of 15: The Theology of Thorns - The Fire of Thorns 

Introduction 

There is a kind of fire in the Bible that makes a lot of noise and does not last very long. It 
flares, crackles, smokes, snaps, and draws attention to itself, but when the heat has 
passed there is hardly anything left but ash. That is the fire of thorns. Ecclesiastes 7:6 says, 
“For as the crackling of thorns under a pot, so is the laughter of the fool: this also is vanity.” 
That verse is not merely a country proverb about cooking fires. It is a spiritual diagnosis. 
The fool laughs loud. He mocks loud. He talks loud. He boasts loud. He makes a show of 
himself. His mouth pops and snaps like a bunch of dry thorns under a pot. But the fire does 
not last. It is hot for a moment, noisy for a moment, impressive for a moment, and then 
gone. God calls it vanity. 

This part of the thorn study moves from the thorn as a curse, a snare, a hedge, a choking 
growth, and a sign of desolation, into the thorn as fuel for judgment. The Bible repeatedly 
connects thorns with burning. Psalm 118:12 says, “They compassed me about like bees; 
they are quenched as the fire of thorns: for in the name of the LORD I will destroy them.” 



Isaiah 9:18 says, “For wickedness burneth as the fire: it shall devour the briers and thorns.” 
Isaiah 10:17 says, “And the light of Israel shall be for a fire, and his Holy One for a flame: 
and it shall burn and devour his thorns and his briers in one day.” Isaiah 27:4 says, “Who 
would set the briers and thorns against me in battle? I would go through them, I would burn 
them together.” Isaiah 33:12 says, “And the people shall be as the burnings of lime: as 
thorns cut up shall they be burned in the fire.” Nahum 1:10 says, “For while they be folden 
together as thorns, and while they are drunken as drunkards, they shall be devoured as 
stubble fully dry.” That is a strong trail. Thorns are not only painful. They are combustible. 

The lesson is plain. Wickedness may be loud, but it is not lasting. The fool may laugh, but 
his laughter is crackling thorns. The enemy may surround the righteous like bees, but he 
can be quenched like thorn-fire. False religion may boast. Nations may rage. The wicked 
may gather themselves together. Sinners may fold themselves together like thorns until 
they look tangled, strong, and impossible to handle. But God does not need a long battle to 
consume what man thinks is permanent. One flame from the Holy One of Israel can turn a 
field of thorns into ashes. The fire of thorns exposes loud, shallow, temporary wickedness. 
It burns hot, talks big, and vanishes fast when God rises. 

1. The Laughter of the Fool Is the Crackling of Thorns 

Ecclesiastes 7:6 says, “For as the crackling of thorns under a pot, so is the laughter of the 
fool: this also is vanity.” That is one of the sharpest descriptions of foolish laughter in the 
Bible. The fool’s laughter is not the laughter of godly joy, clean gladness, or holy rejoicing. It 
is the laughter of vanity. It is the laugh of a man who mocks what he should fear. It is the 
sound of a soul trying to make noise loud enough to drown out truth. It crackles like dry 
thorns under a pot. It pops. It flashes. It performs. It gives the appearance of fire, but not 
the steady heat of wisdom. 

The world is full of this laughter. Men laugh at holiness. They laugh at judgment. They laugh 
at the Bible. They laugh at hell. They laugh at the blood of Christ. They laugh at separation. 
They laugh at modesty. They laugh at prayer. They laugh at the old paths. They laugh at the 
King James Bible. They laugh at a preacher who still believes God meant what He said. They 
laugh at anyone who refuses to bow to their new golden calf. But God already told us what 
that laughter is. It is thorn-fire under a pot. It sounds busy, but it is vanity. It makes noise, 
but it does not have weight. It burns for a moment, but it cannot warm eternity. 

This is important because fools often intimidate people by volume. They laugh with 
confidence. They mock with style. They sneer as if the sneer itself is evidence. They act like 
ridicule is an argument. But ridicule is not proof. Mockery is not wisdom. Laughter is not 
doctrine. The fool’s laugh may fill the room, but so does the crackling of thorns. It is noisy 



because it is hollow. A Bible believer should not be shaken because fools are loud. Dry 
thorns are loud when they burn. The question is not how loud the fool laughs. The question 
is what will remain when God’s fire has finished with his vanity. 

2. The Fire of Thorns Burns Hot but Briefly 

A thorn fire can flare up quickly. Dry thorns catch fast. They snap and crackle and make an 
impression. But they do not provide lasting strength. They are not like a deep coal bed or a 
strong seasoned log that burns steady through the night. They are flash and noise. That is 
why the image fits the laughter of fools and the rage of enemies. Wickedness often looks 
powerful because it is intense for a moment. It rages. It boasts. It gathers attention. It 
seems alive with heat. But its intensity is not the same as endurance. 

This explains much of the world’s rebellion. The world is always having another fire. 
Another outrage. Another movement. Another boast. Another trend. Another mockery. 
Another philosophy. Another scandal. Another attack on Scripture. Another proud 
generation announcing that it has finally outgrown God. It burns hot. It fills the air with 
smoke and sparks. It makes people think the whole world has changed. Then, given enough 
time, it becomes ash like the rest. The word of God remains. The throne of God remains. 
The gospel remains. The holiness of God remains. The grave remains waiting for the fool 
who thought his laughter could burn forever. 

A Bible believer needs patience here. Do not confuse a flare-up with victory. Do not 
confuse temporary heat with permanent power. The enemy may have a season where he 
seems to be burning everything in sight. False teachers may flare. Wicked politicians may 
flare. Cultural madness may flare. Social media mobs may flare. Religious error may flare. 
But thorns do what thorns do. They burn fast and leave little behind. God is not anxious 
because the dry brush made noise. He sees the end from the beginning. He knows what is 
solid and what is straw. He knows what is gold and what is thorn. The fire that impresses 
men for a moment may be nothing but vanity under the eyes of God. 

3. The Enemies of the Righteous Are Quenched Like Thorn-Fire 

Psalm 118:12 says, “They compassed me about like bees; they are quenched as the fire of 
thorns: for in the name of the LORD I will destroy them.” The enemies here are numerous, 
aggressive, and surrounding. “They compassed me about like bees.” That is not one enemy. 
That is a swarm. Anyone who has ever faced spiritual opposition knows that feeling. 
Trouble comes from every side. Critics swarm. Accusers swarm. Mockers swarm. Enemies 
swarm. The noise itself can be wearying. Bees do not merely sting. They buzz. They 
surround. They create panic. They make it hard to think clearly. 



But the verse does not end with the bees. It says, “they are quenched as the fire of thorns.” 
That is victory language. The same enemies that swarmed like bees are extinguished like 
thorn-fire. They seemed dangerous, numerous, and impossible to ignore, but their end is 
sudden. The fire that looked fierce is quenched. The rage that looked unstoppable is put 
out. The psalmist’s confidence is not in his own strength. He says, “for in the name of the 
LORD I will destroy them.” That is the difference. The enemies may be many, but the name 
of the LORD is greater. 

This is a necessary encouragement. The righteous often overestimate the durability of the 
wicked because the wicked are loud in their season. When enemies compass you about, it 
feels permanent. When opposition buzzes in every ear, it feels like it will never stop. But 
God has a way of quenching thorn-fire. He can shut mouths. He can expose lies. He can 
scatter enemies. He can exhaust their rage. He can let their own fire consume their own 
strength. The man standing in the name of the LORD does not need to be mesmerized by 
the swarm. He needs to remember that dry thorns burn out quickly when God decides the 
fire is finished. 

4. Wickedness Burns Like Fire and Devours Its Own Field 

Isaiah 9:18 says, “For wickedness burneth as the fire: it shall devour the briers and thorns.” 
That verse shows wickedness itself as a fire. Sin is not merely a stain. It is combustible. It 
spreads. It consumes. It devours. Men think they can control wickedness once they light it. 
They think they can use sin for pleasure, power, politics, money, sex, influence, or religion, 
and then keep it within boundaries. But wickedness burns. Once it catches, it consumes 
the briers and thorns and then moves through the thickets. Sin is not a candle on a table. It 
is a wildfire in a dry field. 

This is why nations that celebrate wickedness eventually become consumed by it. A people 
cannot mock God, corrupt children, pervert justice, shed innocent blood, celebrate 
uncleanness, exalt lies, and then expect sin to remain polite. Wickedness burns. It does not 
stop where men drew the line ten years ago. It keeps moving. The rebels of yesterday 
become the conservatives of tomorrow because the fire keeps traveling past them. Every 
generation of compromise thinks it can manage the next flame, and every generation ends 
up shocked when the fire devours more than they intended. 

The same is true in a man’s life. He lights one little fire. A private lust. A small compromise. 
A secret bitterness. A dishonest habit. A doctrinal adjustment. A worldly appetite. He tells 
himself it is contained. But wickedness burns. It catches the briers and thorns already 
growing in the heart. It feeds on dry material. It spreads through neglected places. A man 



who refuses to judge small wickedness may one day stand in the ashes of things he never 
meant to lose. Sin is not content to warm your hands. It wants the field. 

5. The Holy One of Israel Is the Flame That Devours Thorns 

Isaiah 10:17 says, “And the light of Israel shall be for a fire, and his Holy One for a flame: 
and it shall burn and devour his thorns and his briers in one day.” That is not the fire of 
wickedness spreading in rebellion. That is the fire of God consuming wickedness in 
judgment. The Holy One of Israel is not a decorative religious phrase. He is holy. His 
holiness burns against sin. Men like to talk about God as if He is a harmless glow in the 
corner of human experience, but the Bible speaks of Him as a consuming fire. His light 
exposes, and His holiness consumes. 

The phrase “in one day” should make proud men nervous. God does not require centuries 
to deal with what men thought was permanent. He can burn and devour thorns and briers 
in one day. A system that took generations to build can be brought down suddenly. A nation 
that thought itself secure can be shaken in a day. A proud man can be humbled in an hour. 
A false ministry can be exposed overnight. A throne can fall. A fortune can vanish. A 
reputation can burn. God is not slow because He is weak. He is longsuffering. But when His 
hour comes, the thorns do not negotiate with the flame. 

This verse also reminds us that God’s people do not need to win every battle by fleshly 
methods. The Holy One has fire enough. It is not our job to become carnal because 
wickedness looks strong. It is not our job to fight thorns with bare hands when God has 
already shown what His flame can do. We stand, preach, warn, separate, obey, and trust 
God. The light of Israel is fire. The Holy One is a flame. The field of thorns that looks 
impossible to clear can be devoured in one day when God moves. 

6. Thorns Set Against God in Battle Are Ridiculous 

Isaiah 27:4 says, “Fury is not in me: who would set the briers and thorns against me in 
battle? I would go through them, I would burn them together.” That is almost divine 
sarcasm. Who would set briers and thorns against God in battle? What kind of fool thinks a 
thornbush can withstand the Almighty? What kind of rebel thinks his little twisted mass of 
pride, unbelief, false religion, money, influence, and noise can stand against the Lord? God 
says He would go through them and burn them together. The battle is not close. The 
outcome is not uncertain. Thorns against God are a joke with smoke at the end. 

Yet men do this constantly. They set their philosophies against God. They set their 
traditions against God. They set their governments against God. They set their armies 
against God. They set their scholarship against God. They set their feelings against God. 
They set their revised Bibles, their councils, their popes, their prophets, their experts, their 



celebrities, their movements, and their proud little opinions against God. They fold 
themselves together like thorns and imagine that unity makes them strong. But a thousand 
thorns tied together are still thorns. Unity in rebellion does not frighten God. 

This should strengthen every Bible believer who feels surrounded by a world that has gone 
mad. Do not be impressed by the size of the thorn patch. Do not be impressed by the 
number of people standing against the Book. Do not be impressed by proud mouths and 
official titles. God already answered the question: “Who would set the briers and thorns 
against me in battle?” No sane man would. But sinners are not sane when sin has blinded 
them. They will try it anyway, and God will go through them and burn them together. The 
battle belongs to Him. 

7. The Final End of Thorn-Fire Is Ashes 

Isaiah 33:12 says, “And the people shall be as the burnings of lime: as thorns cut up shall 
they be burned in the fire.” Nahum 1:10 says, “For while they be folden together as thorns, 
and while they are drunken as drunkards, they shall be devoured as stubble fully dry.” 
These verses bring the image to its end. Thorns burn. Stubble is devoured. The proud, 
tangled, drunken, self-confident wicked are consumed. What remains after thorn-fire? 
Ashes. The noise is gone. The heat is gone. The shape is gone. The boast is gone. The 
laughter is gone. The field that crackled so loudly is silent. 

This is the end of all wickedness that refuses God. It may have its hour. It may have its 
feast. It may have its crowd. It may have its music. It may have its laughter. It may have its 
scholarship. It may have its armies. It may have its religious robes. It may have its 
entertainment, its money, its platforms, its systems, and its temporary triumphs. But if it 
stands against God, it ends as ashes. Psalm 1 says the ungodly are “like the chaff which the 
wind driveth away.” Malachi speaks of the proud and all that do wickedly burning as 
stubble. The Bible is consistent. What is not rooted in God will not endure God’s fire. 

This is why a man had better care about what kind of material he is. First Corinthians 3 
speaks of gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, and stubble. The fire shall try every 
man’s work of what sort it is. The issue is not only how much noise a man made. The issue 
is what remains after fire. Thorn-fire makes noise, but it does not last. Gold goes through 
fire and remains. That is the difference between vanity and eternal value. A man can live as 
dry thorns, or he can build with what survives the judgment seat of Christ. The fire will tell 
the truth. 

Conclusion 

The fire of thorns is one of the Bible’s sharpest pictures of loud, shallow, temporary 
wickedness. Ecclesiastes says the laughter of the fool is like the crackling of thorns under a 



pot. It is noisy. It pops and snaps. It draws attention. But it is vanity. Psalm 118 shows 
enemies compassing the righteous like bees, yet being quenched as the fire of thorns. 
Isaiah shows wickedness burning like fire, God devouring briers and thorns in one day, and 
the Holy One of Israel becoming a flame. Nahum shows thorns folded together and 
drunkards being devoured as stubble fully dry. The picture is clear. Thorns burn. They burn 
loudly. They burn quickly. They burn completely. 

This matters because the world is loud. Fools laugh loud. Enemies rage loud. False religion 
boasts loud. Wickedness spreads loud. Mockers sneer loud. The devil’s crowd loves noise 
because noise can imitate confidence. But noise is not permanence. Crackling is not 
strength. A thorn fire can sound impressive while it is consuming itself. God is not 
impressed by the volume of rebellion. He is not threatened by tangled thorns set against 
Him in battle. He is not worried because fools are laughing under the pot. One flame from 
the Holy One of Israel can turn a field of thorns into ashes. 

So let the doctrine land where it belongs. Do not envy the wicked because they burn hot for 
a moment. Do not fear the mocker because he laughs loudly. Do not measure truth by the 
noise of the crowd. Do not mistake a temporary blaze for eternal power. The thorn-fire will 
pass. The laughter of the fool will pass. The rage of enemies will pass. The pride of false 
religion will pass. The word of God will not pass. The throne of God will not pass. The blood 
of Christ will not lose its power. The believer who builds on truth will have something left 
when the fire has finished. The fool has crackling thorns. God has everlasting fire. That is 
the difference. 

 

 

12 of 15: The Theology of Thorns - The Sons of Belial as Thorns Thrust Away 

Introduction 

David’s last words are not soft religious poetry written by a sentimental old man rocking on 
the porch and thinking about sunsets. They are the words of a king, a warrior, a prophet, a 
sinner forgiven by God, a man who knew battle, betrayal, blood, discipline, mercy, 
covenant, judgment, and the fear of the LORD. In 2 Samuel 23, David speaks by the Spirit of 
the LORD, and near the end of that inspired utterance he says something that needs to be 
preached with the bark still on it: “But the sons of Belial shall be all of them as thorns thrust 
away, because they cannot be taken with hands.” There is nothing gentle about that 
picture. The sons of Belial are not compared to wounded lambs, misunderstood neighbors, 
or delicate flowers needing a little sunshine. They are compared to thorns. Not thorns 



arranged in a vase. Not thorns studied academically. Not thorns hugged in the name of 
compassion. Thorns thrust away because they cannot be taken with hands. 

That verse is a badly needed corrective in an age where people confuse charity with 
carelessness and discernment with cruelty. Modern religion has taught people to think 
every thornbush deserves a seat at the table, every wolf deserves a microphone, every 
heretic deserves a platform, every corrupt movement deserves dialogue, every destroyer 
deserves endless patience, and every son of Belial just needs to be understood. But 
David’s last words do not talk like that. The Bible is not naïve about wicked men. It is not 
naïve about corrupt influences. It is not naïve about doctrines that spread like canker, 
movements that devour families, religious systems that trap souls, or men whose character 
is so twisted that handling them casually will only make you bleed. Some things are not to 
be hugged. Some things are not to be negotiated with. Some things are not to be 
entertained. Some things are not to be held close. They are thorns, and thorns are to be 
thrust away. 

This does not mean a Bible believer becomes cruel, proud, paranoid, or trigger-happy with 
every weak brother, every confused learner, or every person trying to come out of darkness. 
The Bible makes distinctions. There are ignorant people who need instruction. There are 
wounded sheep who need care. There are babes in Christ who need patience. There are 
gainsayers who need rebuke. There are wolves who need to be marked. There are sons of 
Belial who need to be thrust away like thorns. Wisdom knows the difference. Foolishness 
grabs every thorn barehanded and then cries because it is bleeding. This essay is about 
that wisdom. David’s warning is not a license for fleshly harshness. It is a call to biblical 
discernment in a world where Belial still has sons, thorns still pierce, and careless handling 
still draws blood. 

1. David’s Last Words Carry the Weight of Final Testimony 

Second Samuel 23 introduces this passage as “the last words of David.” That alone should 
make a man slow down. Final words in Scripture often gather the weight of a life. David is 
not speaking as a novice. He is not theorizing from an ivory tower. He has seen the 
righteous rule, the wicked rebel, the faithful stand, the traitor rise, the enemy flatter, the 
fool destroy, and the sword devour. He knows what it means to be hunted by Saul. He 
knows what it means to be betrayed by Absalom. He knows what it means to have trouble 
in his own house. He knows what it means to deal with men who cannot be trusted, men 
who speak fair but carry poison, men who are not merely weak but wicked. 

That matters because the warning about the sons of Belial comes from a man who had 
lived long enough to know the difference between weakness and wickedness. David was 



not sinless. That is not the point. David knew mercy because he needed mercy. But 
knowing mercy did not make him stupid about Belial. A forgiven man is not required to 
pretend wickedness is harmless. A man who has received grace is not required to put his 
hand into a thornbush to prove he is compassionate. David could speak of God’s 
everlasting covenant with him, “ordered in all things, and sure,” and in the same breath 
speak of the sons of Belial being thrust away like thorns. That is Bible balance. Covenant 
mercy does not erase moral discernment. 

The Spirit of God puts both things in the passage. There is the righteous ruler, ruling in the 
fear of God. There is the morning without clouds. There is the tender grass springing out of 
the earth by clear shining after rain. Then there are the sons of Belial as thorns thrust away. 
That contrast is deliberate. God shows you the beauty of righteous rule and the ugliness of 
Belial’s seed. He shows you the clean growth of blessing and the sharp growth of 
wickedness. Not all growth is the same. Tender grass after rain is one thing. Thorns of Belial 
are another. A Bible believer has to know the difference. 

2. Belial Is Not Mere Weakness, But Wicked Worthlessness 

The word Belial carries the idea of worthlessness, lawlessness, wickedness, and rebellion 
against God. When the Bible speaks of “sons of Belial,” it is not describing ordinary human 
frailty in a humble sinner seeking mercy. It is describing a class of wicked character. In the 
Old Testament, the phrase is used for corrupt men, violent men, idolatrous men, lewd men, 
rebellious men, and men who are spiritually dangerous to the people of God. These are not 
simply people who made a mistake and are trying to be restored. These are men marked by 
a spirit of contempt toward God’s order, God’s holiness, and God’s truth. 

That distinction is crucial. If a man cannot distinguish between a struggling brother and a 
son of Belial, he will either become cruel to the weak or careless with the wicked. Both 
errors are dangerous. The weak need strengthening. The ignorant need teaching. The 
repentant need restoration. The wounded need care. But the sons of Belial are not treated 
as bruised reeds in David’s last words. They are treated as thorns. That means their nature 
is harmful. Their handling is dangerous. Their end is judgment. The Bible is not 
embarrassed to say that some men are so corrupt in spirit that they cannot be safely 
embraced. 

The New Testament carries the same principle. Paul asks in 2 Corinthians 6:15, “And what 
concord hath Christ with Belial?” That question has an obvious answer: none. Christ and 
Belial do not harmonize. They do not blend. They do not share a platform. They do not 
negotiate a partnership. They do not co-chair a religious event. There is no concord. That 
one verse destroys a thousand ecumenical fantasies and compromise-driven alliances. If 



something bears the spirit of Belial, the answer is not to make it more presentable. The 
answer is separation. You do not sanctify Belial by inviting him into the choir. 

3. Thorns Cannot Be Taken With Hands 

Second Samuel 23:6 says the sons of Belial are “as thorns thrust away, because they 
cannot be taken with hands.” The wording is practical. You do not gather thornbushes 
barehanded unless you want to bleed. Some things must be handled with distance, tools, 
force, and caution. The verse does not say the thorns are misunderstood. It says they 
cannot be taken with hands. That is a warning about direct, casual, sentimental handling of 
dangerous men and corrupt influences. A fool grabs thorns to prove he is loving. A wise 
man uses discernment. 

This is where many believers get hurt. They think they can handle corrupt people, corrupt 
doctrine, corrupt movements, and corrupt systems casually. They think they can keep 
close company with a thornbush and not get pierced. They think they can entertain false 
teaching as an intellectual exercise and not have their mind affected. They think they can 
give a wolf the benefit of the doubt until the wolf repents of being a wolf. They think they 
can put their hands on Belial and walk away clean. Then they bleed and wonder why God 
did not protect their presumption. 

The Bible does not command careless contact with danger. Proverbs says, “Go from the 
presence of a foolish man, when thou perceivest not in him the lips of knowledge.” Romans 
says to mark and avoid certain men. Titus says a heretick after the first and second 
admonition is to be rejected. Second John says not to receive certain deceivers into your 
house or bid them God speed. These are not verses for cowards. They are verses for wise 
men. Thorns cannot be taken with hands. That is not lack of love. That is obedience to the 
God who knows what thorns do. 

4. Some Men and Movements Are Not to Be Negotiated With 

The sons of Belial as thorns thrust away teaches that some things are not candidates for 
endless negotiation. Modern religious culture hates that because it worships dialogue. 
Dialogue has become the golden calf of a generation that does not want to obey clear lines. 
There is a place for reasoning, instruction, longsuffering, and patient correction. But there 
is also a point where the Bible says mark, avoid, reject, withdraw, rebuke sharply, and have 
no fellowship. That language is not popular, but it is Scripture. The same Bible that says to 
love your enemies also says to reject a heretic after admonition. 

Some doctrines are not to be treated like harmless alternative opinions. Another gospel is 
not a discussion partner. A Bible-correcting spirit that undermines faith in the words of God 
is not a friend. A system that teaches works for salvation is not a minor variation. A 



movement that corrupts holiness, excuses sin, spiritualizes rebellion, or replaces Scripture 
with private revelations is not a misunderstood branch of the family. A wolf who devours 
sheep is not a wounded shepherd. Some things are thorns. If you keep trying to hold them, 
you will bleed, and if you invite others to hold them, their blood may be on your hands. 

This applies to people as well as doctrines. There are men who live to subvert. They do not 
ask questions to learn. They ask to trap. They do not debate to understand. They debate to 
waste time, sow doubt, and keep truth from moving forward. They are not learners. They are 
circle dancers. They force points, ignore answers, shift topics, and keep the discussion 
moving in loops until everyone is exhausted. The Lord Jesus Christ did not answer every 
fool according to his folly in the same way every time. Paul did not give endless platform 
time to every corrupter. Wisdom knows when a man is reachable and when he is a 
thornbush. 

5. Charity Is Not the Same as Carelessness 

One of the devil’s favorite tricks is to make careless people feel charitable. He tells them 
that discernment is pride, separation is hate, rebuke is cruelty, and tolerance is love. But 
charity rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth. Biblical love does not require a 
man to expose the flock to wolves, put his hand into thorns, or pretend Belial has 
fellowship with Christ. Love protects. Love warns. Love tells the truth. Love does not hand 
poison to a child and say, “We must be gracious to the bottle.” 

The Bible’s charity has bones in it. Paul could weep over enemies of the cross, but he still 
called them enemies of the cross. The Lord Jesus Christ could weep over Jerusalem, but He 
still called hypocrites what they were. Jude tells believers to have compassion, making a 
difference, but also to save with fear, hating even the garment spotted by the flesh. That is 
discernment. Compassion does not mean every case is handled the same way. Some need 
mercy. Some need fear. Some need correction. Some need distance. Some need to be 
thrust away like thorns. 

The world’s version of love is often just moral laziness wearing perfume. It refuses to judge 
because judgment costs something. It refuses to separate because separation hurts 
feelings. It refuses to warn because warning creates conflict. It refuses to mark a wolf 
because the wolf has friends. That is not charity. That is cowardice. If a man sees thorns in 
the path and says nothing because he does not want to sound negative, he is not loving the 
people who will be pierced. True charity will say, “Do not grab that. Do not walk there. Do 
not platform that. Do not let that doctrine near your children. Do not let that man teach 
your flock. That is Belial’s thornbush.” 

6. Belial’s Thorns Must Be Thrust Away With the Right Instrument 



Second Samuel 23:7 continues the thought: “But the man that shall touch them must be 
fenced with iron and the staff of a spear; and they shall be utterly burned with fire in the 
same place.” That verse shows that the issue is not that thorns are never dealt with. They 
are dealt with properly. Not with bare hands. Not with sentimental closeness. Not with 
foolish embrace. They are handled with iron and a spear, and their end is burning. That is 
judgment language, separation language, and wisdom language. The right tool matters. 

For the Bible believer, the right instrument is not fleshly rage. It is the word of God. It is 
sound doctrine. It is spiritual discernment. It is separation. It is prayer. It is clear marking. It 
is refusal to give place to the devil. It is not personal vengeance. It is not carnal bitterness. It 
is not a love of fighting for its own sake. A man must be careful here because the flesh can 
take a verse about Belial and use it as an excuse to be a jerk. That is not the lesson. The 
lesson is that dangerous wickedness must be handled God’s way, not with naïve hands or 
fleshly pride. 

Iron and spear speak of protection and distance. You do not hug the thornbush. You deal 
with it from a position that prevents needless injury. That means a preacher, teacher, father, 
pastor, or Bible believer must know where the boundaries are. Do not bring corrupt books 
into your mind without discernment. Do not let false teachers train your children because 
they sound nice. Do not keep poisonous influences in your home because they are popular. 
Do not let Belial’s sons define charity for you. Use the Book. Use doctrine. Use separation. 
Use wise distance. Thrust away what cannot be taken with hands. 

7. The End of Belial’s Thorns Is Fire 

David’s words end with fire: “they shall be utterly burned with fire in the same place.” That 
is the end of the thornbush. It is not reformed into a grapevine. It is not polished into 
furniture. It is not promoted to leadership. It is burned. This matches the larger theology of 
thorns in Scripture. Thorns that choke, pierce, vex, and represent wickedness eventually 
meet fire. The sons of Belial may look strong for a while. They may be sharp, tangled, 
difficult, and dangerous, but they are not eternal. God has an end for them. 

This is important because wicked men often seem impossible to deal with. They are 
twisted, sharp, and damaging. They injure anyone who gets too close. They know how to 
entangle issues, manipulate sympathy, weaponize language, and make the righteous look 
harsh for refusing to hold them. But David’s last words remind us that God sees the end. 
The thornbush may be hard to handle, but it is easy to burn. The same God who warns us 
not to take it with hands also tells us its final destiny. Belial does not win. His sons do not 
reign forever. The thorns are thrust away and burned. 



This should produce both sobriety and peace. Sobriety, because men connected to Belial 
are dangerous and should not be treated casually. Peace, because God knows how to 
judge what man cannot safely handle. A Bible believer does not have to personally fix every 
thornbush in the world. Some must simply be marked, avoided, thrust away, and left to the 
judgment of God. The end belongs to Him. He will burn what ought to be burned. He will 
clear what ought to be cleared. He will vindicate His word. Until then, we obey the warning: 
do not take Belial’s thorns with bare hands. 

Conclusion 

David’s last words give one of the strongest thorn pictures in the Bible: “But the sons of 
Belial shall be all of them as thorns thrust away, because they cannot be taken with hands.” 
That is not soft language, but it is necessary language. The Bible knows the difference 
between weak sheep and ravening wolves, between ignorant learners and corrupt 
subverters, between wounded men and sons of Belial. A Bible believer must learn that 
difference or he will either hurt people who need help or embrace people who need to be 
marked. Both errors are costly. 

The sons of Belial are like thorns because they pierce what handles them foolishly. Some 
people, doctrines, movements, and corruptions are not to be hugged, negotiated with, 
entertained, or held close. They are not safe because they use religious language. They are 
not safe because they have a crowd. They are not safe because they know how to sound 
wounded, charitable, scholarly, or spiritual. If the spirit is Belial, there is no concord with 
Christ. If the thing is a thornbush, bare hands will bleed. Biblical charity does not require 
careless handling of danger. True love protects the flock, guards the home, marks 
corruption, and refuses fellowship with what God condemns. 

So the lesson is plain. Every thornbush does not deserve a seat at the table. Every wolf 
does not deserve a microphone. Every heresy does not deserve a hearing. Every corrupter 
does not deserve endless dialogue. Some things must be thrust away. Some things must 
be handled with iron and spear, not sentiment and soft hands. Some things must be left to 
the fire of God. In an age that calls discernment unloving and carelessness compassionate, 
David’s last words still stand like a spear planted in the ground: the sons of Belial are 
thorns, and thorns cannot be taken with hands. 

 

 

13 of 15: The Theology of Thorns - Paul’s Thorn in the Flesh 

Introduction 



There are thorns in the Bible that grow because of the curse, thorns that come because of 
compromise, thorns that choke the word, thorns that mark desolation, thorns that burn in 
judgment, and thorns that represent dangerous men who cannot be taken with hands. But 
when we come to 2 Corinthians 12:7, we meet a thorn of another kind. Paul says, “And lest I 
should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was 
given to me a thorn in the flesh.” That is not the thorn of a slothful man making excuses. 
That is not the thorny ground of a crowded heart choking Scripture. That is not Israel’s 
tolerated enemies becoming thorns in the side. That is not the sons of Belial as thorns 
thrust away. This is a thorn in the flesh of the greatest apostle to the Gentiles, a man who 
labored more abundantly than they all, a man caught up to the third heaven, a man who 
received revelations from God that he was not even lawful to utter. And the thorn was given 
for a reason. 

This is where a Bible believer has to be careful. Not every thorn in a man’s life has the same 
cause. Some thorns are the consequences of sin. Some are the result of compromise. 
Some are created by laziness. Some are enemies God warned a man to remove but he 
tolerated. Some are the natural pains of living in a fallen world under the curse. Some are 
persecutions from wicked men. But some thorns are permitted by God in the life of a 
faithful servant to keep him humble, dependent, prayerful, and usable. Paul’s thorn was 
painful. It was called “the messenger of Satan to buffet me.” There was real satanic 
harassment in it. But it was also under the providential government of God, because Paul 
says the purpose was “lest I should be exalted above measure.” The devil meant buffeting. 
God meant preservation. The devil struck to hurt. God permitted it to humble. The same 
thorn had satanic activity and divine boundary. 

That is why this essay must not be turned into shallow religious talk. Paul was not being 
punished for laziness. He was not being chastened for worldliness in this passage. He was 
not reaping a thorny harvest from sowing among thorns. He was being kept low after being 
taken high. He was being preserved from pride after receiving abundance of revelations. 
There are heights that carry danger. There are blessings that can become occasions for 
pride if God does not keep a man broken. There are revelations that can puff up the flesh if 
the Lord does not put a thorn in the flesh. Paul prayed three times for the thing to depart, 
and the Lord did not remove it. Instead, the Lord answered with one of the greatest 
sentences in the New Testament: “My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made 
perfect in weakness.” The thorn stayed, but grace stayed with it. 

1. Paul’s Thorn Came After Abundance of Revelations 

Paul tells us the reason plainly: “lest I should be exalted above measure through the 
abundance of the revelations.” Twice in the verse he gives the purpose: “lest I should be 



exalted above measure.” That is the key to the passage. The thorn is connected to 
revelation. Paul had been caught up to the third heaven. He had heard unspeakable words, 
which it was not lawful for a man to utter. He had received truths concerning the mystery, 
the body of Christ, justification, the gospel of the grace of God, the rapture, the judgment 
seat of Christ, the distinction between Israel and the church, and more. His apostleship 
was loaded with revelation, and revelation can produce danger if the flesh gets hold of it. 

Knowledge is a dangerous thing in a proud man. First Corinthians 8:1 says, “Knowledge 
puffeth up, but charity edifieth.” Paul knew that. He had more revelation than the men 
attacking him, but he did not treat that abundance as a license to strut. God made sure of 
it. A man can be doctrinally right and personally proud. He can know dispensational truth 
and still have a swelling head. He can defend the right Bible and still have a wrong spirit. He 
can preach grace and still want applause. He can understand mysteries and still need to be 
kept low. That is why the thorn came after the revelations. The danger was not ignorance. 
The danger was exaltation. 

This should sober every Bible teacher, preacher, writer, and student. The more light God 
gives a man, the more careful that man must be about pride. A little knowledge can puff up 
a little man into a great fool. Much knowledge can make the danger even greater if the man 
forgets that everything he knows was given to him by mercy. Paul did not climb into the third 
heaven by spiritual achievement. He was caught up. He did not earn the mystery. It was 
revealed. He did not invent the gospel. He received it. The thorn reminded him that 
revelation is not a throne for the flesh. It is a stewardship under God. 

2. The Thorn Was in the Flesh, Not in the Faith 

Paul calls it “a thorn in the flesh.” That phrase matters. The thorn afflicted him personally, 
bodily, painfully, and persistently. It was not a thorn in the gospel. It was not a thorn in the 
inspiration of Scripture. It was not a thorn in the truth God had given him. It was in his flesh. 
The man was buffeted, but the message was not weakened. The servant was afflicted, but 
the word of God was not bound. That distinction is important because suffering does not 
make the Bible less true. Pain does not make the promises less faithful. Weakness in the 
vessel does not mean weakness in the treasure. 

Second Corinthians is full of this contrast. Paul speaks of trouble on every side, yet not 
distressed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not 
destroyed. He says, “we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the 
power may be of God, and not of us.” That is the point. God puts heavenly treasure in clay 
pots so nobody with sense worships the pot. The thorn in the flesh kept the vessel from 
acting like it was the treasure. Paul’s weakness did not hinder God’s power. It displayed it. 



This is contrary to the flesh’s way of thinking. The flesh wants impressive vessels. It wants 
strength, polish, beauty, charm, health, reputation, platform, influence, credentials, and 
visible success. God often uses weak vessels so His strength is seen plainly. A thorn in the 
flesh can strip away the illusion that the power is in the man. The thorn says, “You are not 
the source. You are not the Saviour. You are not the power. You are not the glory.” The flesh 
hates that lesson, but the Spirit uses it. A man with a thorn may preach more cleanly than a 
man with a crown on his own head. 

3. The Thorn Was a Messenger of Satan, Yet Governed by God 

Paul says the thorn was “the messenger of Satan to buffet me.” That means the thorn had a 
satanic edge. The devil was involved in the buffeting. He was striking, harassing, and 
troubling the apostle. The Bible does not teach that all suffering is directly caused by Satan, 
but here Paul identifies a satanic messenger. That shows us that spiritual conflict can be 
woven into physical, personal, and providential suffering. The devil hates truth. He hated 
Paul. He hated the revelations given to Paul. He hated the gospel going to the Gentiles. So 
the buffeting was real. 

But notice that Satan is not sovereign. Paul does not say the messenger of Satan came 
because God lost control. He says it was given to him, and the purpose was to keep him 
from being exalted above measure. Satan may have been the immediate buffet, but God 
governed the purpose. That is one of the deep comforts in the passage. The devil can mean 
one thing while God means another. Joseph told his brethren, “ye thought evil against me; 
but God meant it unto good.” The cross itself is the greatest example. Wicked men meant 
murder. God accomplished redemption. Satan’s instruments can only operate inside the 
boundaries of God’s permission. 

That does not make the thorn pleasant. It makes it governed. That is a major difference. A 
believer does not have to pretend the buffeting feels good. Paul besought the Lord three 
times that it might depart. It hurt. It troubled him. He wanted it gone. But he also learned 
that the thing buffeting him was not outside the rule of Christ. The thorn had a chain on it. 
The messenger of Satan was not free to destroy God’s servant beyond God’s purpose. That 
is where faith rests when feeling cannot explain the pain. The thorn may be satanic in its 
buffeting, but it is providentially governed by the Lord who says, “My grace is sufficient for 
thee.” 

4. Paul Prayed for Removal, But God Answered With Grace 

Paul says, “For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me.” There is 
nothing unspiritual about asking God to remove a thorn. Paul did it. He prayed specifically. 
He prayed repeatedly. He prayed to the Lord. The idea that a spiritual man never asks for 



relief is false. Pain is pain. Buffeting is buffeting. A thorn in the flesh is not something a man 
has to romantically pretend he enjoys. Paul asked that it might depart. Three times he 
brought the matter before the Lord. 

But the Lord’s answer was not removal. The answer was grace. “And he said unto me, My 
grace is sufficient for thee.” That is a hard answer and a glorious answer at the same time. 
The flesh wanted departure. God gave sufficiency. The flesh wanted the thorn gone. God 
gave grace to endure it. The flesh wanted strength by relief. God gave strength in weakness. 
Many people only recognize God’s goodness when He removes the problem. Paul had to 
learn God’s grace when the problem remained. That is deeper ground. 

This is one of the strongest lessons in the Christian life. Sometimes God delivers by taking 
the thorn away. Sometimes He delivers by leaving the thorn and giving sufficient grace. The 
second kind of deliverance does not look as clean to the flesh, but it may produce deeper 
dependence. A man can praise God for an open door, but can he praise Him for grace in a 
closed one? A man can rejoice when pain leaves, but can he glory in infirmities when the 
power of Christ rests upon him? Paul learned to do that. The thorn stayed, but grace stayed 
too. The question was not whether Paul had enough comfort. The question was whether 
Christ’s grace was enough. It was. 

5. God’s Strength Is Made Perfect in Weakness 

The Lord said, “for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” That is opposite of how the 
world thinks. The world says strength is made perfect in talent, money, numbers, health, 
beauty, influence, education, position, charisma, and self-confidence. God says His 
strength is made perfect in weakness. Weakness does not mean sin. Weakness does not 
mean unbelief. Weakness does not mean laziness. Weakness means the vessel has no 
ground for boasting in itself. Weakness makes room for God’s power to be seen as God’s 
power. 

Paul’s response shows he learned the lesson: “Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my 
infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.” That is not natural. No man 
naturally glories in infirmities. The flesh glories in strengths, accomplishments, victories, 
gifts, revelations, and public recognition. Paul had revelations he could have boasted in, 
but God taught him to glory in infirmities. Why? “That the power of Christ may rest upon 
me.” The thorn became the place where Christ’s power rested. The weakness became the 
platform for divine strength. 

This is one of the great safeguards against fleshly ministry. A man who thinks he is strong 
enough to do God’s work is already dangerous. A man who knows he is weak and must 
have the power of Christ is usable. God is not looking for self-made giants who can explain 



how impressive they are. He is looking for yielded vessels through whom His strength can 
work. The thorn in the flesh does not disqualify a man if God’s grace is sufficient. It may be 
one of the very things God uses to keep the man from becoming intoxicated with his own 
usefulness. 

6. Not Every Thorn Has the Same Cause 

This passage forces us to make distinctions. Not every thorn in a believer’s life should be 
explained the same way. Some thorns come from sin. A man sows to the flesh and reaps 
corruption. Some thorns come from compromise, like Israel allowing enemies to remain in 
the land. Some thorns come from sloth, like the hedge of thorns in the way of the slothful. 
Some thorns come from worldly cares choking the word. Some thorns come from wicked 
men, the sons of Belial who cannot be taken with hands. Some thorns come simply from 
living in a cursed world where bodies break, enemies attack, and sorrow comes. But Paul’s 
thorn came in connection with revelation and humility. 

This distinction matters because shallow people often misdiagnose suffering. They see a 
thorn and immediately assume sin. Job’s friends made that mistake. They looked at 
suffering and concluded there must be hidden wickedness. But Job’s suffering had a 
different cause. In John 9, the disciples saw the man born blind and asked, “Master, who 
did sin, this man, or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered that neither was 
the explanation they were looking for, “but that the works of God should be made manifest 
in him.” Suffering must be judged by Scripture, not by lazy assumptions. 

At the same time, a man should not use Paul’s thorn to excuse thorns he caused by 
rebellion. If your thorn is from disobedience, do not pretend it is a badge of apostolic 
humility. If your thorn is from compromise, repent. If your thorn is from sloth, get up. If your 
thorn is from worldliness, clear the ground. If your thorn is from false doctrine, come back 
to the Book. But if your thorn is something God has permitted to keep you low, dependent, 
and useful, then stop demanding an explanation beyond the grace He gives. The issue is 
discernment. Not every thorn is Paul’s thorn, but Paul’s thorn proves that not every thorn is 
punishment. 

7. The Thorn That Stayed Became a Testimony of Sufficient Grace 

Paul’s thorn did not vanish from the passage. It remained, and because it remained, we 
have the testimony of sufficient grace. If God had removed it immediately, we would have 
rejoiced in divine deliverance. But because God did not remove it, we learn divine 
sufficiency. The thorn stayed, and the words stayed with it: “My grace is sufficient for thee.” 
For nearly two thousand years, afflicted believers have leaned on that sentence. Sick 
believers, persecuted believers, lonely believers, weary servants, suffering preachers, 



troubled saints, and humbled laborers have all found strength in the fact that God’s grace 
is enough when the thorn remains. 

Sufficient grace is not theoretical grace. It is grace measured to the burden. Grace in the 
verse is not a slogan on a wall. It is the present supply of Christ for the present weakness of 
His servant. It does not always remove tears, but it keeps the soul. It does not always 
remove pain, but it gives strength in it. It does not always explain the thorn, but it reveals 
the Lord’s power. It does not make the flesh comfortable, but it makes the servant usable. 
The grace is sufficient because the Christ who gives it is sufficient. 

Paul’s final attitude is one of the most mature statements in the New Testament: “Therefore 
I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for 
Christ’s sake.” Why? “For when I am weak, then am I strong.” That is the paradox of the 
thorn. The man weakened in himself becomes strong in Christ. The thing that humbles him 
becomes the occasion for divine power. The thorn that Satan uses to buffet becomes the 
thorn God uses to preserve. The pain that Paul wanted removed becomes part of the 
testimony that Christ’s grace is enough. 

Conclusion 

Paul’s thorn in the flesh is one of the most important thorns in the Bible because it teaches 
us that suffering must be handled with discernment. This was not the thorn of Adam’s 
curse in the field, though Paul still lived in a fallen world. It was not the thorn of Israel’s 
compromise. It was not the thorn hedge of the slothful. It was not the choking thorn of 
worldly cares. It was not the thorn of Belial’s sons. It was a thorn permitted in the life of a 
faithful apostle after abundance of revelations, lest he should be exalted above measure. It 
was painful, satanic in its buffeting, and yet governed by God for Paul’s preservation. 

That distinction matters. Some thorns need repentance. Some need separation. Some 
need obedience. Some need ground-clearing. Some need doctrinal correction. Some need 
to be thrust away. But some thorns are not removed because God is doing something 
deeper than relief. In Paul’s case, the Lord did not answer by taking the thorn away. He 
answered by giving grace. “My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in 
weakness.” That answer does not flatter the flesh, but it sustains the servant. It does not 
make man look strong. It makes Christ’s power rest upon the weak man. 

So let the doctrine stand plainly. Not every thorn is there for the same reason, and not every 
thorn is removed by the same answer. Paul prayed three times, and the thorn remained. But 
the grace of God remained too, and the grace was enough. The thorn kept Paul low. The 
buffeting kept him dependent. The weakness made room for Christ’s strength. The 
suffering became a testimony. That is the theology of thorns at a deeper level. The curse 



brought thorns into the world, but the God of all grace can even govern a thorn in the flesh 
and turn it into a pulpit from which His sufficiency is preached. 

14 of 15: The Theology of Thorns - The Crown of Thorns 

Introduction 

There are moments in the Bible where heaven lets wicked men act out their hatred, and in 
the middle of their hatred God preaches a sermon they do not even understand. The crown 
of thorns is one of those moments. Matthew 27:29 says, “And when they had platted a 
crown of thorns, they put it upon his head.” Mark 15:17 says, “And they clothed him with 
purple, and platted a crown of thorns, and put it about his head.” John 19:2 says, “And the 
soldiers platted a crown of thorns, and put it on his head, and they put on him a purple 
robe.” Those soldiers were not trying to help Bible believers connect Genesis 3 with 
Calvary. They were not teaching typology. They were not meditating on the fall of man. They 
were mocking a King. They were ridiculing the Lord Jesus Christ with a fake coronation, a 
purple robe, a reed for a sceptre, bowed knees, false worship, spitting, smiting, and 
laughter. But God took their mockery and made it preach. The thorn that first appears after 
Adam’s sin is now pressed into the brow of the sinless Son of God. 

That is why this essay stands at the center of the whole series. The thorn trail begins in 
Genesis 3:18, where God says, “Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee.” The 
ground was cursed because of Adam’s sin, and the thorn became one of the first visible 
signs that creation had turned against fallen man because fallen man had turned against 
God. From there the thorn shows up as vexation, compromise, snares, sloth, choking 
cares, false fruit, desolation, fire, dangerous men, and Paul’s humbling thorn in the flesh. 
But when you reach the judgment hall and see soldiers weaving thorns into a crown for 
Jesus Christ, every earlier thorn starts pointing at Him. The curse that sprang from Adam’s 
field is placed on Christ’s head. The sign of sin’s consequence is driven into the flesh of the 
sinless substitute. The world’s hatred and God’s redemption meet in one bloody crown. 

This is the theology of substitution written in blood and briars. Man’s sin produced the 
thorn, but God’s Son wore the thorn. Adam’s rebellion brought thorns out of the ground, but 
Christ’s obedience carried those thorns to the cross. The first Adam lost dominion and got 
a cursed field. The last Adam came to reclaim dominion and received a crown made from 
the curse. The world mocked Him as King, but heaven was declaring that the King had 
come to bear what His subjects deserved. Fallen man meant humiliation. God displayed 
redemption. Roman soldiers meant cruelty. The Holy Ghost recorded doctrine. The crown 
of thorns is not a decorative detail for religious art. It is a bloody witness that the Lord Jesus 
Christ entered the ruin Adam caused and bore the curse that sinners could never remove. 



1. The Thorn Began With Adam’s Sin 

The first time thorns appear in the Bible, they appear after the fall. That is not a small detail. 
Genesis 3:17-18 says, “cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the 
days of thy life; Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee.” Before sin, there is no 
record of thorns resisting Adam. Before rebellion, the ground is not cursed. Before the 
serpent’s lie is received, the field is not preaching judgment. But once Adam disobeys, the 
earth beneath his feet becomes a witness against him. The ground that was supposed to 
yield to his dominion begins to bring forth pain, resistance, and sorrow. 

The thorn is the first sharp growth of the curse. It is creation’s little blade pointing back at 
man’s rebellion. The devil promised enlightenment, but Adam got sweat. The devil 
promised wisdom, but Adam got sorrow. The devil promised that man would be as gods, 
but Adam got dust, death, and thorns. That is always how sin works. It promises a throne 
and delivers a grave. It promises liberty and delivers bondage. It promises sweetness and 
leaves bitterness in the mouth. Adam reached for the forbidden fruit, and the ground 
answered with thorns. That is the Bible’s first thorn sermon. 

So when Christ later wears a crown of thorns, the Bible believer should know where to look 
first. Do not begin with Roman cruelty only. Begin with Genesis. Begin with Adam. Begin 
with the curse. Begin with the ground. The crown on Christ’s head was woven from the 
plant that God named in the sentence against fallen man. That means the Passion account 
is not isolated from the first chapters of Genesis. Calvary answers Eden. The cross answers 
the tree. The last Adam answers the first Adam. The crown of thorns answers the cursed 
ground. If Genesis 3 is not real, the crown of thorns loses its doctrinal weight. But Genesis 
3 is real, and that crown is loaded with meaning. 

2. The World Crowned Its King With the Sign of the Curse 

The soldiers meant to mock kingship. They clothed Him with purple, put a reed in His right 
hand, bowed the knee before Him, and said, “Hail, King of the Jews!” Then they spit upon 
Him, took the reed, and smote Him on the head. Every part of that scene is blasphemous 
theater. Purple is the color of royalty, but they used it as a costume. The reed resembled a 
sceptre, but it was a joke. The bowed knees imitated worship, but it was false. The title 
“King” was spoken in contempt. The crown was not gold, but thorns. That is fallen man’s 
coronation of God manifest in the flesh. 

That scene exposes the human heart. Men like to talk as if humanity is basically noble and 
just needs education, opportunity, affirmation, and better systems. The judgment hall says 
otherwise. When the sinless Son of God stood before men, they did not crown Him with 
honor. They crowned Him with thorns. They did not fall down in true worship. They bowed in 



mockery. They did not place a true sceptre in His hand. They gave Him a reed and then hit 
Him with it. They did not behold the Lamb of God and repent. They spit on Him. That is 
man’s verdict on Christ when the mask is off. 

But heaven was preaching through the mockery. The world took the sign of the curse and 
put it on the head of the rightful King. The soldiers did not know they were acting out the 
great theme of redemption. They did not know they were placing Genesis 3 on the brow of 
John 19. They did not know the Holy Ghost would preserve their cruelty as doctrine. They 
meant, “You are a false king.” God meant, “This is the King bearing the curse.” They meant 
to shame Him. God meant to show Him. The world crowned Him with thorns because it 
despised Him. God allowed the crown because Christ came to bear the curse. 

3. The Purple Robe and Reed Exposed False Worship 

The purple robe and reed deserve attention because they belong to the same mock 
coronation as the thorns. Matthew 27:29 says they put “a reed in his right hand,” bowed the 
knee, and mocked Him. A real king has a sceptre. They gave Him a reed. A real worshipper 
bows in reverence. They bowed in scorn. Real worship confesses His lordship. They used 
the right title with the wrong heart. That is a terrifying picture. Men can say true words in a 
false spirit. They can bow the knee outwardly while hating Him inwardly. They can dress 
religion in royal colors while treating Christ as a joke. 

This is the pattern of false worship in every age. It borrows the language of truth while 
denying the authority of Christ. It says “Lord, Lord” but does not do the things which He 
says. It sings about Jesus while correcting His words. It calls Him King while refusing His 
commandments. It stages worship while the heart remains in rebellion. It gives Him a reed 
instead of a sceptre. That reed is a picture of man’s attempt to give Christ a symbolic 
authority while denying Him actual rule. Men are happy with a ceremonial Christ. They are 
not happy with the Christ who judges, commands, divides, saves, reigns, and returns with a 
rod of iron. 

The soldiers’ mock worship shows how far religious language can be from spiritual reality. 
They bowed, but it was not worship. They said “Hail,” but it was not faith. They clothed Him, 
but it was not honor. They placed something in His hand, but it was not submission. A man 
had better examine his own worship. Does Christ have a reed or a sceptre in your life? Is He 
a religious symbol, or is He Lord? Do you bow only when the crowd bows, or do you bow 
because He is worthy? Do you use His name while rejecting His words? The mockers in the 
judgment hall were obvious. Religious mockers today may wear better clothes, but if they 
give Christ a reed instead of authority, the spirit is the same. 

4. The Crown of Thorns Shows Substitution in Blood and Briars 



The crown of thorns is not only an image of suffering. It is an image of substitution. 
Galatians 3:13 says, “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a 
curse for us.” Second Corinthians 5:21 says, “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who 
knew no sin.” First Peter 2:24 says, “Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the 
tree.” These are not soft religious phrases. They are the heart of the gospel. Christ stood in 
the sinner’s place. He bore what He did not deserve so guilty men could receive what they 
could never earn. 

The thorn crown fits that doctrine perfectly. Adam sinned, and the ground brought forth 
thorns. Christ did not sin, but He wore the thorns. Man rebelled, but Christ was pierced. 
Man brought the curse, but Christ bore the mark of it. The thorn that belonged to Adam’s 
field was pressed into Christ’s flesh. That is substitution with blood running down the face. 
The crown says, “The innocent One is bearing the sign of the guilty man’s curse.” A sinner 
who cannot see substitution there is either blind or trying to be. 

The blood and briars preach together. The thorns pierce, and the blood flows. The curse 
wounds, and the Redeemer bleeds. The crown is not comfortable doctrine. It is not clean 
academic theory. It is rough, sharp, bloody, and humiliating. It shows that redemption is 
not God overlooking sin. It is God judging sin in the body of His Son. The thorn did not 
vanish by sentiment. It was worn. The curse was not dismissed. It was borne. The sinner 
was not excused. He was represented by a substitute. Man’s sin produced the thorn, but 
God’s Son wore the thorn. That is the gospel in one crown. 

5. The Thorn-Crowned Head Answers Adam’s Fallen Headship 

Adam was the head of the human race in the first creation. Romans 5 teaches that by one 
man sin entered into the world, and death by sin. By one man’s disobedience many were 
made sinners. Adam’s headship brought condemnation, death, and the curse. When the 
ground brought forth thorns, it was tied to Adam’s failure as the first head. He had been 
given dominion, but he rebelled. He should have guarded the garden, but he failed. He 
should have obeyed the word of God, but he ate. The head fell, and what was under his 
headship suffered. 

Christ is the last Adam. First Corinthians 15:45 says, “The first man Adam was made a 
living soul; the last Adam was made a quickening spirit.” He is the second Man, the Lord 
from heaven. When the crown of thorns is placed on His head, the Bible is showing the last 
Adam taking responsibility for the wreckage of the first Adam. The curse from the ground is 
lifted to the head of the Redeemer. Adam’s headship brought the thorn. Christ’s head bears 
the thorn. Adam’s disobedience brought death. Christ’s obedience unto death brings life. 



The first Adam lost dominion. The last Adam reclaims it through suffering, blood, and 
resurrection. 

That head matters. They did not put the thorns around His ankle. They put them on His 
head. That is kingship. That is headship. That is dominion. That is authority. The world was 
mocking His crown, but God was showing that this King was bearing the curse under His 
own headship. He would not redeem as a distant spectator. He would redeem as the 
obedient Man, the true Son of man, the last Adam, the head of a new creation. The thorn-
crowned head is heaven’s answer to Adam’s fallen head. Where Adam failed, Christ 
obeyed. Where Adam brought death, Christ brings resurrection. Where Adam got thorns 
from the ground, Christ wears thorns on the brow and then rises as Lord over all. 

6. The Smiting of the Crowned Head Revealed Man’s Hatred of God 

Matthew 27:30 says, “And they spit upon him, and took the reed, and smote him on the 
head.” Think about that. After placing the crown of thorns on His head, they hit Him on the 
head with the reed. That means the thorns were driven in deeper by the same mock sceptre 
they had placed in His hand. The reed of false kingship becomes an instrument of pain. The 
false worship turns into violence. That is always where hatred of the true Christ goes. It may 
begin with mockery, but it ends with smiting. The natural man does not merely 
misunderstand God. He hates God. 

This exposes the lie that Jesus was crucified because He was too loving for the world to 
handle in a vague sentimental way. He was crucified because He testified that the world’s 
works were evil, because He claimed to be the Son of God, because He fulfilled Scripture, 
because He threatened religious power, because He exposed hypocrites, because He 
spoke truth, and because fallen man rejects divine authority. The smiting of the thorn-
crowned head is the human race striking at the King it should have worshipped. It is man’s 
fist against the face of God manifest in the flesh. 

Yet He took it. He did not retaliate. He did not call twelve legions of angels. He did not 
abandon the work. He stood there as the Lamb of God. Isaiah 53:7 says, “He was 
oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth.” The One who could speak 
worlds into existence endured men spitting and smiting. The One whose head deserved 
many crowns wore thorns and received blows. That is meekness, not weakness. That is 
submission to the Father’s will, not inability. He was bearing shame because He came to 
bear sin. The smitten, thorn-crowned head is the glory of divine restraint in the work of 
redemption. 

7. The Crown of Thorns Points Forward to Many Crowns 



The Bible does not leave Christ forever in the judgment hall wearing thorns. Revelation 
19:12 says, “His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns.” That is 
the answer to the crown of thorns. The first time, men crowned Him in mockery. The next 
time, He appears with many crowns in majesty. The first time, they put a reed in His hand. 
The next time, He rules the nations with a rod of iron. The first time, they clothed Him in 
purple to mock Him. The next time, He is clothed with a vesture dipped in blood, and His 
name is called The Word of God. The first time, they said, “Hail, King of the Jews” in 
contempt. The next time, He is revealed as King of kings, and Lord of lords. 

That future matters because it keeps Calvary from being misread as defeat. The crown of 
thorns was real humiliation, real suffering, real shame, and real substitution, but it was not 
the end of His kingship. It was the road to the throne. Philippians 2 says He humbled 
Himself and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. “Wherefore God 
also hath highly exalted him.” The humiliation leads to exaltation. The thorn crown leads to 
many crowns. The cross leads to the kingdom. The Lamb slain is also the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah. The suffering Christ is the reigning Christ. 

This gives the believer hope and warning. Hope, because the One who bore the curse has 
risen and will return. Warning, because the world that mocked Him will face Him. The same 
Jesus men crowned with thorns will judge the nations. The same head they smote will wear 
many crowns. The same mouth that was silent before His accusers will smite the nations 
with the sword that proceeds out of it. Men may still mock Him now. False religion may still 
hand Him a reed. The world may still spit on His words. But the next appearing will not be 
another trial. It will be a revelation of glory. The thorn-crowned King is coming back 
crowned with many crowns. 

Conclusion 

The crown of thorns is the centerpiece of the theology of thorns because it gathers the 
whole trail into one bloody image. Genesis gives the first thorn after Adam’s sin. The ground 
is cursed, and thorns and thistles come forth. The rest of Scripture shows thorns as 
vexation, compromise, snares, sloth, choking cares, false fruit, desolation, judgment, 
dangerous men, and humbling affliction. But in the Gospels, the thorn is woven into a 
crown and placed upon the head of Jesus Christ. That is not incidental. That is not 
decorative. That is not merely Roman cruelty. That is the curse of Eden pressed into the 
brow of the Redeemer. 

The world mocked Him as King, but heaven was preaching through the mockery. The purple 
robe showed false honor. The reed showed rejected authority. The bowed knees showed 
counterfeit worship. The smiting showed man’s hatred. The thorns showed the curse. And 



the blood showed substitution. Fallen man despised the very King who came to redeem 
him. He mocked the Saviour while the Saviour bore the sign of his curse. The soldiers did 
not know the doctrine they were acting out, but God did. The Holy Ghost recorded it so no 
Bible believer would miss the connection: man’s sin produced the thorn, but God’s Son 
wore the thorn. 

So stand at the judgment hall and look carefully. There is the last Adam wearing the first 
curse. There is the King with the thorn crown. There is substitution written in blood and 
briars. There is the answer to Eden, the answer to Adam, the answer to the cursed ground, 
the answer to sweat, sorrow, sin, and death. The crown of thorns declares that Christ did 
not come to admire man’s ruin from a distance. He entered it. He bore it. He bled under it. 
He carried it to the cross. And because He rose from the dead, the thorn will not have the 
final word. The One who wore thorns will return with many crowns. 

 

 

15 of 15: The Theology of Thorns - Instead of the Thorn Shall Come Up the Fir Tree 

Introduction 

The Bible does not end with a thorn. That needs to be said after walking through this whole 
series, because the thorn has taken us through some rough ground. We began in Genesis 
3, where Adam’s sin brought the curse upon the ground and God said, “Thorns also and 
thistles shall it bring forth to thee.” We followed the thorn into Israel’s history, where 
tolerated enemies became thorns in the sides and eyes. We saw the gods of those nations 
become snares. We watched the slothful man hide behind a hedge of thorns. We heard 
God say, “sow not among thorns.” We listened to the Lord Jesus Christ explain how cares, 
riches, pleasures, and lusts choke the word like thorny ground. We saw false fruit exposed 
because grapes do not grow on thorns. We saw altars, palaces, tabernacles, pleasant 
places, and vineyards overgrown with thorns under judgment. We heard the crackling fire of 
thorns, saw the sons of Belial thrust away like thorns, and stood with Paul as he bore a 
thorn in the flesh under sufficient grace. Then we came to the center of it all, the crown of 
thorns pressed upon the head of Jesus Christ. 

But after all of that, the Bible still does not end with a thorn. Isaiah 55:13 says, “Instead of 
the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree: 
and it shall be to the LORD for a name, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” That 
is one of the most beautiful reversals in the prophets. “Instead of the thorn.” Those words 
carry the weight of redemption, restoration, kingdom hope, and the final triumph of God 
over the curse. The thorn is real, but it is not final. The curse is real, but it is not final. Sin is 



real, but it is not final. Judgment is real, but it is not final. The crown of thorns was real, 
bloody, sharp, and humiliating, but even that crown was not the end. It was part of the road 
to resurrection, restoration, and glory. 

That is where this series must close. God does not merely forgive sinners and leave the 
whole creation under endless thorn-growth. He does not save souls while abandoning the 
world forever to briars, graves, sweat, sorrow, and decay. The same God who cursed the 
ground for Adam’s sake will restore the earth under Christ’s reign. The same Bible that 
begins with the ground bringing forth thorns ends with “no more curse.” The same Christ 
who wore the crown of thorns will return with many crowns. The same creation that groans 
now will be delivered. The same field that has borne the signs of judgment will bear the 
signs of restoration. Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree. Instead of the brier shall 
come up the myrtle tree. That is not poetic optimism. That is prophecy. That is God putting 
His name on the reversal of the curse. 

1. The Thorn Was Real, So Restoration Must Be Real 

A man who spiritualizes away the curse will usually spiritualize away the restoration. That is 
why Genesis matters. The thorn was not a metaphor floating in religious air. It came up 
from cursed ground after a real Adam committed a real sin in a real garden under a real 
commandment from a real God. Genesis 3:17-18 says, “cursed is the ground for thy sake,” 
and then says, “Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee.” That is physical, visible, 
earthly, and historical. Adam did not merely lose a feeling. He lost Eden. He did not merely 
suffer a change of mood. He faced sweat, sorrow, death, and a ground that now resisted 
him. 

If the curse touched creation, then redemption must have implications for creation. 
Romans 8 says the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now. It also 
says the creature itself shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious 
liberty of the children of God. That is not a vague cloud-floating idea. Creation is groaning 
because creation was subjected to vanity. Creation will be delivered because God’s 
redemptive plan is larger than a religious experience inside a sinner’s chest. Salvation 
begins with the soul, but the plan of God reaches the body, the earth, the kingdom, and the 
final state. God made the world, sin damaged it, Christ redeemed by blood, and God will 
restore what He promised to restore. 

That means Isaiah 55:13 must be taken seriously. “Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir 
tree.” God is not merely saying people will feel better in their hearts. He is speaking in 
restoration language. The plant of the curse is replaced by the tree of beauty and strength. 
The brier is replaced by the myrtle. The same ground that once testified against sin will 



testify to the LORD for a name. If thorns were real after the fall, then the fir tree and myrtle 
are real in the promise. God is not playing word games. He is announcing reversal. The 
earth that bore the mark of Adam’s disobedience will one day bear the mark of Christ’s 
righteous reign. 

2. Isaiah 55 Places Restoration in the Context of God’s Word 

Isaiah 55 is not only about trees and thorns. The chapter is full of invitation, mercy, 
covenant, pardon, God’s thoughts, God’s ways, and the certainty of God’s word. The Lord 
says, “Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters.” He says, “Incline your ear, and 
come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live.” He says, “Seek ye the LORD while he may be 
found, call ye upon him while he is near.” He says, “Let the wicked forsake his way, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts.” Then He says His word shall not return unto Him void, but it 
shall accomplish that which He pleases. The promise of the thorn being replaced does not 
hang in the air by itself. It stands on the reliability of God’s spoken word. 

That is important because restoration depends on what God says, not on what man 
imagines. Man’s promises are weak. His plans fail. His reforms decay. His utopias become 
tyrannies. His kingdoms rise and fall. His programs produce another patch of thorns 
because the heart remains fallen. But God’s word accomplishes what He sends it to do. If 
God says the thorn will be replaced, then the thorn will be replaced. If God says the curse 
will be removed, then the curse will be removed. If God says the King will reign, then the 
King will reign. If God says there shall be no more curse, then no devil, no sinner, no nation, 
no false system, and no grave can stop it. 

This is why Bible believers must keep the word of God at the center of hope. Hope is not 
positive thinking. Hope is not pretending the thorns are not sharp. Hope is not telling 
people the world is improving when Scripture says evil men and seducers shall wax worse 
and worse. Hope is rooted in what God has spoken. The same Book that tells us the curse 
is real tells us restoration is coming. The same Book that tells us the ground brought forth 
thorns tells us instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree. The same Book that tells us 
Christ wore thorns tells us He will return with many crowns. Faith does not deny the thorn. 
Faith believes the God who promises the thorn will not have the final word. 

3. “Instead Of” Means God Replaces the Curse, Not Merely Decorates It 

The words “instead of” are powerful. “Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and 
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree.” God does not say He will paint the thorn 
green and call it a fir tree. He does not say He will hang ornaments on the brier and rename 
it myrtle. He does not say He will teach men to enjoy the thorn patch forever. He says 
“instead of.” That means replacement. Displacement. Reversal. The old growth gives way 



to new growth. The sign of the curse is removed, and the sign of restoration comes in its 
place. 

This matters doctrinally because modern religion often tries to decorate the curse instead 
of preach redemption from it. It tries to make man comfortable in his ruin. It teaches him to 
rename sin, manage guilt, celebrate confusion, and build self-esteem in a thorn patch. It 
puts flowers on graves and calls that victory. It paints the prison walls and calls that 
freedom. It offers moral therapy while the ground is still cursed and the sinner is still dead 
in trespasses and sins. But God does not merely decorate the thorn. He replaces it. 
Redemption is not God helping Adam feel better about exile. Redemption is God bringing a 
new creation under the last Adam. 

The phrase also speaks personally. God does not save a man so the old thornbush can 
remain king of the field. Second Corinthians 5:17 says, “if any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature.” God begins replacement in the believer even now. Instead of guilt, justification. 
Instead of wrath, peace with God. Instead of death reigning, life in Christ. Instead of the old 
man ruling without challenge, the new man created in righteousness and true holiness. The 
believer still battles the flesh, still lives in a cursed world, and still groans in the body, but 
redemption has begun its replacement work. The full outward restoration waits for the 
kingdom and final state, but the inward testimony is already present: God replaces what sin 
ruined. 

4. The Fir Tree and Myrtle Speak of Beauty, Strength, and Life 

The thorn is sharp, tangled, and associated with the curse. The brier scratches, hinders, 
and chokes. But the fir tree and myrtle carry a different sense. The fir tree speaks of 
strength, uprightness, and enduring life. The myrtle speaks of fragrance, beauty, and 
pleasantness. God deliberately contrasts the thorn and brier with trees that speak of 
blessing rather than curse. The land that once testified to judgment will testify to life, order, 
and beauty. That is how God restores. He does not merely remove the negative. He brings 
forth something positive in its place. 

This is one of the glories of biblical redemption. God does not merely subtract sin and leave 
emptiness. He brings life. He brings righteousness. He brings fruit. He brings beauty. He 
brings glory. When He restores Israel, He does not merely stop judgment. He brings 
blessing. When He saves a sinner, He does not merely cancel hell. He gives eternal life. 
When He raises the body, He does not merely reverse burial. He glorifies what was sown in 
weakness. When He restores creation, He does not merely clear the thornbush. He brings 
up the fir tree and myrtle. God’s restoration is abundant, not bare. 



The believer should learn from this. Too many people think Christianity is only subtraction: 
stop this, quit that, avoid this, separate from that. There is holy subtraction, and it matters. 
Thorns must be cleared. Snares must be avoided. False gods must be rejected. But God 
also brings life where death ruled. He gives Scripture for lies, prayer for anxiety, holiness for 
corruption, charity for bitterness, peace for guilt, service for vanity, hope for despair, and 
fruit for barrenness. The fir tree and myrtle remind us that God’s aim is not an empty field. 
His aim is a restored field that glorifies His name. 

5. Restoration Is “To the LORD for a Name” 

Isaiah 55:13 says the replacement of the thorn and brier “shall be to the LORD for a name.” 
That means the restoration glorifies God. The world will not be restored so man can boast 
in man. The earth will not be renewed so Adam’s race can congratulate itself. The curse will 
not be removed so politicians, philosophers, scientists, kings, popes, scholars, or religious 
systems can take credit. It shall be to the LORD for a name. The reversal of the curse will 
display the character, power, mercy, faithfulness, holiness, and glory of God. 

This is how all true restoration works. When God saves a sinner, it is to the praise of the 
glory of His grace. When God keeps a believer, it is to His glory. When God restores Israel, it 
is for His name’s sake. When God judges the nations, His righteousness is revealed. When 
God brings the King to reign, the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD. Man’s 
pride wants to hijack every blessing and make it a monument to himself. But God says the 
fir tree replacing the thorn will be to the LORD for a name. The restored creation will not be 
a trophy for human achievement. It will be a witness to divine faithfulness. 

That also means the thorn’s removal will preach as loudly as the thorn’s presence once did. 
The thorn preached the fall. The fir tree will preach restoration. The brier preached 
judgment. The myrtle will preach mercy. The cursed ground testified that God’s word of 
judgment was true. The restored ground will testify that God’s word of promise is true. Both 
judgment and restoration are to the LORD for a name. God is glorified in His holiness when 
He judges sin, and God is glorified in His mercy when He restores according to His 
covenant and word. 

6. The Crown of Thorns Guarantees the Future Without Thorns 

The promise of Isaiah 55 must be read in the light of Calvary. The ground brought forth 
thorns because of Adam’s sin. Jesus Christ wore a crown of thorns because He came to 
bear the curse. That crown is the hinge between the first thorn and the final restoration. If 
Christ had not borne the curse, there would be no righteous basis for the final removal of 
the curse. God does not sweep sin under the rug. He judges it. At Calvary, the sinless Son 



of God bore sin in His own body on the tree. He was made a curse for us. The thorn pierced 
His brow because the curse He bore was real. 

That is why the crown of thorns guarantees that the thorn will not reign forever. The curse 
met the Redeemer. The mark of Adam’s fall was placed on the head of the last Adam. The 
thorn was not merely observed by Christ. It was worn by Christ. The blood that ran beneath 
that crown testified that redemption was not cheap. The Saviour did not come to offer 
sentimental hope while leaving the curse untouched. He entered the curse, bore its shame, 
shed His blood, died, was buried, and rose again. The resurrection declares that the curse 
has met its conqueror. 

So when Isaiah says, “instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree,” the believer can look 
back to the crown of thorns and know the promise stands on blood. The future restoration 
is not wishful thinking. It is secured by the work of Christ. The One who wore thorns is the 
One who will remove them. The One who hung on the tree is the One who will reign over the 
restored earth. The One who was mocked as King is the One who will rule as King. The 
crown of thorns and the coming fir tree belong together. One shows the cost. The other 
shows the result. 

7. The Bible Ends With No More Curse 

Revelation 22:3 says, “And there shall be no more curse.” That is the final answer to 
Genesis 3. The Bible begins with creation, then fall, then curse, then thorns, then sweat, 
sorrow, death, and exile. It ends with God’s throne, the Lamb, the river of water of life, the 
tree of life, service, sight, light, reign, and no more curse. That is the whole Bible arc. Man 
lost access to the tree of life in Genesis. The tree of life appears again in Revelation. The 
ground brought forth thorns in Genesis. In Revelation, the curse is gone. The serpent enters 
in Genesis. The devil is judged before the end. The sorrow begins in Genesis. God wipes 
away tears in Revelation. The Bible is not a circle of endless defeat. It is a straight line from 
creation to fall to redemption to restoration. 

“No more curse” is stronger than most people realize. It means the thing that made the 
thorn possible is gone. It means the sentence that came in because of sin has been 
answered. It means the world is not forever locked under Genesis 3. It means the Lamb’s 
work reaches all the way to the final state. It means God’s throne stands in a realm where 
nothing cursed remains to challenge His glory or wound His people. No more curse means 
no more thorn as the sign of Adam’s fall. No more death. No more sorrow. No more crying. 
No more pain. The former things are passed away. 

That is where the theology of thorns ends. Not in despair. Not in fatalism. Not in a 
permanent thorn patch. It ends with the triumph of God. The thorn was real, and the thorn 



was terrible, but the Lamb is greater. Adam fell, but Christ obeyed. The ground was cursed, 
but Christ bore the curse. The world groans, but it will be delivered. The thorn crowned Him 
once, but many crowns will adorn His head. The final word is not Genesis 3:18 alone. The 
final word is Revelation 22:3: “And there shall be no more curse.” The thorn gives way to 
glory. 

Conclusion 

This series began with the curse that grew from the ground, and it must end with the 
promise that the thorn will be replaced. Isaiah 55:13 says, “Instead of the thorn shall come 
up the fir tree, and instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree.” That is a promise full 
of doctrine, prophecy, and hope. It tells us the thorn is not the final witness. The curse is 
not the final condition. Sin is not the final ruler. Death is not the final master. The world that 
groans under Adam’s fall is not abandoned to endless ruin. God has spoken restoration, 
and His word shall not return unto Him void. 

The whole thorn trail has been leading here. The thorn showed us the seriousness of sin. It 
showed us the pain of compromise. It showed us the danger of false gods. It showed us the 
excuse-making hedge of the slothful. It showed us the crowded heart that chokes the word. 
It showed us false fruit, abandoned altars, fiery judgment, dangerous sons of Belial, and 
Paul’s humbling affliction under sufficient grace. Then it showed us Christ wearing the 
crown of thorns. That crown is the centerpiece because the curse that wounded the world 
was borne by the Saviour. Man’s sin produced the thorn, but God’s Son wore the thorn. 

Now the end is hope. The same God who cursed the ground for Adam’s sake will restore the 
earth under Christ’s reign. The same Christ who wore the crown of thorns will return with 
many crowns. The same Bible that showed us thorns and thistles in Genesis shows us no 
more curse in Revelation. The thorn will one day give way to the fir tree. The brier will give 
way to the myrtle. The curse will give way to restoration. The groaning creation will give way 
to liberty. The blood-bought people of God will behold the Lamb, serve Him, reign with Him, 
and praise Him forever. That is the final word in the theology of thorns: the thorn was sharp, 
but the Redeemer is stronger; the curse was real, but the Lamb has conquered; and 
instead of the thorn, God will bring forth beauty for His everlasting name. 

 

 

Conclusion to the Series 

The Theology of Thorns 



After walking through this 15-part study, the word thorn no longer looks like a small detail 
in the Bible. It becomes a sharp little witness running through the whole Book. We began in 
Genesis 3, where Adam sinned and the ground was cursed for his sake. That is where the 
thorn first rises in its doctrinal meaning: “Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to 
thee.” From that point forward, the thorn becomes a reminder that sin did not merely affect 
man’s emotions or private conscience. Sin touched the ground, the body, the labor, the 
harvest, the home, the nation, the altar, and the whole creation. 

This series helped show that Adam’s fall brought more than guilt. It brought sorrow, sweat, 
resistance, frustration, and death. The ground that once yielded under blessing began to 
fight man under the curse. Adam would eat bread “in the sweat” of his face, and that sweat 
became a daily reminder that man was no longer in Eden. Every thorn in the field preached 
that something had gone wrong. Every brier and thistle testified that the world was not as 
God originally made it. The curse became visible, touchable, painful, and unavoidable. 

Then the study widened. Thorns became pictures of tolerated enemies, false gods, spiritual 
snares, slothful excuses, worldly cares, false fruit, abandoned altars, judgment fire, 
dangerous sons of Belial, and even Paul’s humbling thorn in the flesh. That taught us an 
important lesson: not every thorn in Scripture is used the same way, but every thorn 
teaches something serious. Some thorns come from sin. Some from compromise. Some 
from neglect. Some from enemies. Some from living in a fallen world. Some are permitted 
by God to keep a servant humble and dependent. The Bible’s use of the word is richer than 
one simple application. 

But the heart of the entire series was the crown of thorns. That is where the thread 
becomes unforgettable. The thorn that first appeared after Adam’s sin is later woven into a 
crown and pressed upon the head of Jesus Christ. The world meant it as mockery, but God 
meant it as a revelation. The soldiers were mocking Him as King, but heaven was preaching 
substitution. Man’s sin produced the thorn. God’s Son wore the thorn. The curse that 
sprang from Adam’s field was placed upon Christ’s brow. 

That connection helps us understand Calvary more deeply. Christ did not come merely to 
feel sorry for cursed men. He came to bear the curse. He came as the last Adam to answer 
the failure of the first Adam. Adam’s disobedience brought sweat, sorrow, thorns, and 
death. Christ’s obedience brought blood, grace, redemption, resurrection, and life. Adam 
took from a tree and brought ruin. Christ hung on a tree and brought redemption. Adam’s 
brow was marked by sweat. Christ’s brow was pierced by thorns. That is the gospel written 
in blood and briars. 



And yet the series does not end in sorrow. It ends in hope. Isaiah 55:13 says, “Instead of 
the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle 
tree.” That promise shows that the thorn is not the final word. The curse is real, but it is not 
eternal. Judgment is real, but restoration is coming. Creation groans now, but it will not 
groan forever. The same God who cursed the ground for Adam’s sake will restore the earth 
under Christ’s reign. The same Christ who wore the crown of thorns will return with many 
crowns. 

So the great lesson of The Theology of Thorns is this: the thorn shows us what sin did, the 
crown of thorns shows us what Christ bore, and the promise of “no more curse” shows us 
what God will restore. The trail begins with Adam in a cursed field, passes through Israel’s 
failures, the prophets’ warnings, the Lord’s parables, Paul’s affliction, and the judgment 
hall where Christ is mocked, and then it ends with the promise of a restored creation. 

The thorn was sharp, but the Redeemer is stronger. The curse was real, but the Lamb has 
conquered. Adam’s sin filled the world with thorns, but Christ’s blood guarantees a future 
where the thorn gives way to the fir tree, the brier gives way to the myrtle, and the curse 
gives way to everlasting glory. 

 


