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The Secret Place of Thunder - Series Introduction 

Thunder is one of those words in the Bible that many readers pass over too quickly because 
they assume they already know what it means. To most people, thunder is simply a sound 
in the sky, a natural event, a storm detail, a dramatic backdrop. But Scripture does not treat 
thunder that lightly. In the Word of God, thunder is repeatedly tied to the voice of the Lord, 
the fear of the Lord, the judgment of the Lord, the majesty of the Lord, the warfare of the 
Lord, and the throne of the Lord. Thunder is not random biblical scenery. It is part of God’s 
language. It is one of those recurring signs in Scripture that tells you heaven is not silent, 
history is not self-governing, and man is not the highest authority in the universe. When 
thunder appears in the Bible, it usually stands near something weighty, holy, disruptive, and 
divine. It often signals that God is speaking, visiting, warning, judging, or making His 
presence felt in a way that flesh cannot comfortably ignore. 

That is why this series matters. The Church is living in an age that has grown shallow in its 
reading of Scripture and soft in its view of God. Modern Christianity has learned how to talk 
about love, grace, blessing, and comfort, but it often does so while stripping away the fear, 
majesty, severity, and holiness that give those truths their proper weight. In the process, 
many believers have been left with a reduced view of God, a sentimental view of worship, a 
weak view of judgment, and a casual spirit toward divine things. But thunder will not allow 
that kind of softness to survive. Thunder in Scripture pushes the reader back into the 
atmosphere of divine weight. It reminds us that the God of the Bible is not a life coach, not 
a motivational speaker, not a therapeutic concept, and not a religious mascot for men to 
shape according to the taste of the age. He is the God of glory who thundereth. He is the 
One whose voice shakes wildernesses, whose holiness made Sinai tremble, whose 
judgments broke Egypt, whose throne proceeds with thunderings, and whose final word 
will silence every rebel forever. 

This series, then, is not merely a word study in the narrow sense. It is a doctrinal journey 
through one of the Bible’s most powerful recurring themes. It follows thunder from the 
historical books to the Psalms, from Sinai to the battlefield, from prophetic warnings to 



Revelation’s throne room, from the sons of thunder to the seven thunders John was 
forbidden to write. Along the way, the study shows that thunder in Scripture is connected to 
divine speech, divine interruption, divine judgment, divine authority, and even divine 
mystery. Sometimes thunder reveals. Sometimes it warns. Sometimes it terrifies. 
Sometimes it conceals. Sometimes it stands as the audible sign that heaven has entered 
the matter and man’s control has come to an end. By tracing these passages carefully, the 
series helps build a fuller biblical understanding of what thunder signifies and why the Holy 
Ghost chose this theme to appear so consistently across the canon. 

It is especially important to understand this because thunder in the Bible confronts some 
of the deepest delusions of the modern world. This world believes it can outgrow God, 
explain away God, silence God, or reduce Him to a manageable religious symbol. It 
believes history is moving toward endless human progress rather than toward divine 
accountability. It believes that power belongs finally to kings, governments, institutions, 
technologies, and systems below. But thunder in Scripture tells another story. It tells us 
that the real government is above. It tells us that the throne is active, vocal, and terrible in 
beauty. It tells us that the Judge of all the earth has not gone silent. It tells us that the voice 
from heaven can still break into history and overturn the confidence of men in a moment. 
To understand thunder biblically is therefore to recover a more biblical view of God Himself, 
of history, of judgment, of worship, and of the fear of the Lord. 

This series also matters because it helps the believer read the Bible with greater sensitivity 
to the weight of God’s words. Many Christians know the major doctrines, but they have not 
trained themselves to see how certain recurring words and images carry theological force 
across the whole of Scripture. Thunder is one of those images. Once you begin to see how 
it works in the Bible, passages you once read quickly begin to open up with far greater 
depth. Egypt is no longer just a plague story. Sinai is no longer just a law-giving event. The 
Psalms are no longer just poetic beauty. Revelation is no longer merely dramatic 
apocalypse. Thunder ties these moments together and shows that the same God is acting 
in them all. That kind of study deepens reverence. It sharpens interpretation. It strengthens 
doctrine. And it helps the reader feel the unity of Scripture at a much deeper level. 

In the end, this series is important because it is not only about understanding thunder. It is 
about understanding the God who uses thunder. It is about hearing the force, fear, majesty, 
judgment, and hidden meaning that God attached to this theme throughout His Word. It is 
about recovering the truth that heaven is not passive, the throne is not silent, and the Lord 
is not to be treated lightly. It is about recognizing that thunder in Scripture often sounds 
where God is drawing near, where man is being warned, where holiness is breaking into 
history, and where divine government is making itself known. And it is about preparing the 



heart to hear the final message all these passages point toward: that the God who has 
thundered before will have the last word when history closes, and wise men learn to fear 
Him now before the heavens speak in a way no one will be able to ignore. 

 

 

1 of 10: The Secret Place of Thunder - Why Thunder Matters in Scripture 

There are words in your King James Bible that most readers glide right over because they 
assume they already know what they mean. Thunder is one of those words. To the average 
modern reader, thunder is just a sound in the sky, a natural disturbance in the weather, a 
rolling noise after lightning, and nothing more. But the Bible does not handle thunder that 
way. The Holy Ghost does not waste vocabulary. He does not sprinkle dramatic words into 
the text merely to help the scenery. When thunder shows up in Scripture, it is usually 
standing near something bigger than a storm. It is standing near revelation, judgment, fear, 
kingship, glory, war, divine interruption, and the terrible presence of Almighty God. That 
means thunder is not just a sound effect in the Bible. It is part of God’s language. It is one of 
those words that carries force, atmosphere, warning, and weight. It is the kind of word that 
shakes the ground under the verse it appears in. 

That is why this study matters. If a man reads the Bible carelessly, he will turn thunder into 
weather and move on. If he reads the Bible as the words of God, he will stop and ask 
himself why thunder keeps showing up when heaven is speaking, when the Lord is judging, 
when the throne is active, when nations are trembling, and when men are confronted with 
something far above their own power. The Lord is not a novelist reaching for dramatic 
imagery. He is the Author of truth, and when He attaches thunder to His dealings with men, 
He is teaching doctrine through atmosphere as well as statement. There are some things in 
the Bible that you do not understand merely by defining the term. You understand them by 
watching where they appear, what they accompany, what kind of response they provoke, 
and what they reveal about the God who sent them. Thunder is one of those words. It lives 
in a network of meaning. It touches the voice of God, the fear of God, the throne of God, 
and the judgments of God. 

So this first essay must lay the foundation. Before we get into the secret place of thunder, 
the seven thunders, the throne thunderings, and the prophetic use of the word, we need to 
settle one thing at the outset. Thunder matters in Scripture because God made it matter. 
He took a sound men fear in nature and tied it repeatedly to His own intervention in history. 
He used it in Egypt. He used it at Sinai. He used it in battle. He used it in the Psalms to 
describe His glory. He used it in Job to humble a man. He used it in Revelation to surround 



His throne and to seal a mystery. That means when you find thunder in the Bible, you are 
not just hearing the sky crack. You are hearing one of the Holy Spirit’s chosen signals that 
something greater is happening than what flesh and blood can control. Thunder matters 
because God uses it to remind men that heaven is not silent, history is not random, 
judgment is not imaginary, and the Lord still knows how to make His presence felt in a way 
that turns human strength into dust. 

1. Thunder Is Never Mere Background Noise 

One of the great problems with modern Bible reading is that people come to the text with a 
casual, lazy, shallow spirit. They read a passage the way they watch a movie. They are 
looking for the main plot points, the obvious action, and the simple moral lesson, and 
everything else becomes set decoration. So when they read about thunder, they think the 
Holy Spirit is just helping them picture the weather. But that is not how the Bible works. The 
words of God are chosen with purpose. A word can carry doctrine. A detail can preach. A 
repeated pattern can unfold truth that is deeper than one isolated statement. Thunder in 
Scripture is one of those recurring details that keeps showing up in moments when God is 
pressing Himself upon men with power, fear, majesty, or judgment. That alone ought to tell 
any serious Bible believer that thunder is doing more than filling out the scenery. 

Look at the first great cluster where thunder appears in connection with the plagues on 
Egypt. In Exodus 9:23 the Bible says, “And Moses stretched forth his rod toward heaven: 
and the LORD sent thunder and hail, and the fire ran along upon the ground; and the LORD 
rained hail upon the land of Egypt.” That verse is not about weather in the abstract. It is 
about direct divine intervention. The thunder is sent by the Lord. It is part of a targeted 
judgment against a rebellious king and a pagan land that had exalted itself against the 
commandment of God. The thunder is not accidental. It is judicial. It belongs to a moral 
event. It is a heaven-sent sign that the God of Israel is dealing with Egypt face to face. That 
should already correct the way a believer reads the word. Thunder in the Bible is often not a 
neutral natural event. It is an instrument of divine confrontation. 

That same truth appears again and again. Thunder shows up when Samuel calls upon the 
Lord to rebuke Israel’s wickedness in asking for a king. Thunder shows up when the Lord 
fights against the Philistines. Thunder shows up at Sinai when the law is given and the 
people tremble. Thunder shows up in Psalms where it is attached to the voice and glory of 
God. Thunder shows up around the throne in Revelation. None of that is random. None of 
that is casual. The Bible keeps placing thunder at the crossroads where heaven and earth 
meet in a terrifying way. So the first foundation stone in this series is simple. Thunder is 
never mere background noise in Scripture. It is one of the Holy Ghost’s signal words. When 
it enters the scene, heaven is pressing the issue. 



2. Thunder Is Tied to the Voice of God 

If there is one truth that begins to unlock the force of thunder in the Bible, it is this one. 
Thunder is repeatedly tied to the voice of God. That does not mean every clap of thunder in 
the created order is a direct spoken sentence from heaven that a man can decode. But it 
does mean Scripture uses thunder as an emblem, vehicle, or manifestation of divine 
utterance. That matters because the moment you connect thunder with voice, you move 
beyond meteorology into revelation. You are no longer just talking about a sound in the sky. 
You are talking about a sound that the Holy Ghost treats as related to speech, decree, 
majesty, and authority. That is why thunder matters. It is not only loud. It is communicative. 

Psalm 29 is one of the clearest examples. Verse 3 says, “The voice of the LORD is upon the 
waters: the God of glory thundereth: the LORD is upon many waters.” Notice how tightly the 
verse binds the two together. The voice of the Lord and the God of glory thundereth. This is 
not the language of chance. This is the language of deliberate revelation. The Psalm goes 
on to magnify the voice of the Lord as powerful, full of majesty, breaking cedars, dividing 
flames of fire, shaking the wilderness, and causing all to cry, “Glory.” That is not a tame 
God, and it is not a tame voice. The Lord’s voice is not the soft religious mumbling that 
modern Christianity prefers. It is a voice that breaks, shakes, divides, and unsettles. 
Thunder fits that perfectly because thunder is a created sound that mirrors what men 
instinctively know about overwhelming power from above. 

Job says the same thing in even more direct language. Job 37:4 says, “After it a voice 
roareth: he thundereth with the voice of his excellency.” Verse 5 says, “God thundereth 
marvellously with his voice; great things doeth he, which we cannot comprehend.” There 
you have it plainly. God thundereth with His voice. Not merely near His voice. Not just in the 
same scene as His voice. He thundereth with His voice. That means thunder is part of the 
Bible’s theology of divine speech. God speaks in ways that terrify men, humble men, and 
remind men how small they are. The Lord is not presented as a frail figure trying to win 
approval from His creatures. He is the One whose voice is clothed with excellency and 
whose thunder does things men cannot comprehend. That kind of God has been largely 
erased from the soft churches of this age, but He is still sitting on the pages of the King 
James Bible for anyone with enough backbone to read Him as He is. 

3. Thunder Reveals the Fear of God 

There are some words in Scripture that do not just convey information. They create 
atmosphere. They carry fear with them. Thunder is one of those words. It is attached again 
and again to moments when men are made to feel the overwhelming holiness, power, and 
terror of God. That is one reason thunder matters. It is not merely descriptive. It is 



psychological and spiritual. It places man where he belongs. It knocks pride down a few 
notches. It strips away the illusion that God is simply an idea to be discussed rather than a 
Majesty to be feared. Wherever thunder stands near the revelation of God, you usually find 
trembling close by. 

Sinai is the great example. Exodus 19:16 says, “And it came to pass on the third day in the 
morning, that there were thunders and lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the mount, and 
the voice of the trumpet exceeding loud; so that all the people that was in the camp 
trembled.” Then Exodus 20:18 says, “And all the people saw the thunderings, and the 
lightnings, and the noise of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking: and when the people 
saw it, they removed, and stood afar off.” That is one of the most devastating scenes in all 
the Bible. The Lord comes down, and the result is not a concert, not a pep rally, not 
emotional therapy, and not a casual group discussion. The result is thunderings, smoke, 
trumpet blast, trembling, distance, and fear. The people do not rush in with coffee cups 
and therapeutic language about intimacy. They back up. They stand afar off. They realize 
they are dealing with Somebody they cannot manage. 

That is a needed lesson in this generation. We are living in a church age full of spiritual 
flippancy. Men talk about God with a looseness that would have gotten them killed at Sinai. 
They act like the Lord exists to affirm them, entertain them, make them comfortable, and 
polish up their self-image. But thunder in Scripture tears that whole fantasy to pieces. 
Thunder reminds a man that the God of the Bible is not merely loving. He is holy. He is not 
merely near. He is high. He is not merely kind. He is terrible in His majesty. The fear of the 
Lord has nearly vanished from the modern pulpit, and one reason is that men no longer pay 
attention to the Bible’s atmosphere words. They like grace, mercy, peace, and comfort, but 
they skip right over thunder, trumpet, smoke, shaking, and fire. That leaves them with a 
crippled God, which is to say no God at all. 

4. Thunder Often Signals Divine Judgment 

Thunder matters in Scripture because it is frequently attached to judgment. Not always, 
but often enough that no Bible believer should miss the pattern. There are times when 
thunder is tied to glory, worship, or majesty alone, but there are many more times when 
thunder stands in the courtroom of God. It appears when the Lord is rebuking, scattering, 
visiting, or chastening. That turns thunder into more than a sign of raw power. It becomes a 
warning. It becomes part of the moral government of God. It becomes a reminder that 
heaven is not detached from the wickedness of men. The Judge of all the earth still knows 
how to make His displeasure heard. 



Again, Egypt is an obvious example. The thunder, hail, and fire of Exodus 9 are not random 
weather disturbances. They are blows against a kingdom that would not let God’s people 
go. In 1 Samuel 12, thunder and rain come as a rebuke to Israel’s wickedness in demanding 
a king like the nations. Verse 17 says, “I will call unto the LORD; and he shall send thunder 
and rain; that ye may perceive and see that your wickedness is great.” That verse is 
priceless because it removes all doubt about the moral use of thunder in the passage. The 
thunder is sent so they may perceive and see their wickedness. That is not generic power. 
That is conviction and judgment. God sends thunder to expose sin and to strip away the 
self-justifying blindness of His people. 

Then there is Isaiah 29:6, “Thou shalt be visited of the LORD of hosts with thunder, and with 
earthquake, and great noise, with storm and tempest, and the flame of devouring fire.” That 
is not the language of a divine compliment. That is visitation in the fearful sense. The Lord 
comes in thunder, earthquake, storm, and devouring fire. Those things belong to His 
arsenal. That means thunder in the Bible can function like a herald of judgment. It tells men 
that God is not indifferent. He is visiting. He is responding. He is entering the scene in 
power. That ought to sober any reader. A world that treats God as absent or uninterested is 
already halfway into delusion. Thunder in Scripture reminds you that when the Lord 
decides to visit a matter, He does not tiptoe into it. He arrives in a way that shakes the earth 
and the conscience at the same time. 

5. Thunder Shows That God Intervenes in History 

The Bible is not the story of men making their own world while God watches from a safe 
distance. It is the record of a sovereign God intervening in history, redirecting battles, 
breaking kingdoms, answering prayer, rebuking nations, and revealing Himself at the points 
where men think they are in control. Thunder matters in that setting because it often marks 
the moment when heaven interrupts earth. It is one of the sounds of divine intervention. It 
says, in effect, that man’s plans are not final, man’s strength is not supreme, and history is 
not self-governing. The Lord reserves the right to step into any scene and turn it upside 
down. 

Look at 1 Samuel 7:10. “But the LORD thundered with a great thunder on that day upon the 
Philistines, and discomfited them.” That is battlefield theology. Israel does not win because 
they suddenly become military geniuses. They win because the Lord enters the battle. He 
thunders upon the enemy. He throws them into confusion. The battle turns because 
heaven intervenes. That tells you something about thunder in Scripture. It is not just 
frightening. It is effective. It changes outcomes. It is associated with divine action that 
actually alters events on the ground. Men may have their swords, their strategies, their 
numbers, and their courage, but when God thunders, the whole field changes. 



That truth needs to be recovered. Most Christians in this age either reduce everything to 
natural causes or push everything into vague sentimental language. They do not think in 
terms of a God who acts in history with terrifying authority. They talk about providence in a 
safe, delicate, bloodless way. But the Bible gives you a God who can thunder from heaven 
and scatter an army. He can send thunder and rain to expose wickedness. He can descend 
in thunderings and make a nation tremble at a mountain. He can surround His throne with 
thunderings in the Apocalypse and announce that judgment is underway. That means 
thunder is one of the Bible’s reminders that history is not closed. Heaven still breaks in. The 
Lord still rules. Men are not the masters of the story they are living in. 

6. Thunder Can Reveal and Conceal at the Same Time 

This is where the subject gets deeper. Thunder is not only associated with noise, fear, and 
judgment. It is also associated with mystery. There are places in Scripture where thunder 
stands near hiddenness, partial understanding, or withheld meaning. That is one reason 
the title of this series is so fitting. There is a secret place of thunder. There is a side of divine 
speech that men do not fully grasp. Thunder is heard plainly enough to disturb men, but not 
always clearly enough for men to master its contents. In that sense, thunder reveals and 
conceals at the same time. It announces the presence of God without necessarily handing 
men the full transcript of what heaven has said. 

Psalm 81:7 is one of the strangest verses on the subject. The Lord says, “I answered thee in 
the secret place of thunder.” That phrase is loaded. Not just thunder, but the secret place of 
thunder. That means thunder has a hidden side. It is not all exposed meaning. It is not all 
immediate clarity. There is a place where God answers in thunder, yet the answer itself is 
tied to secrecy. You can hear the force of it without exhausting the depth of it. That is a 
profound biblical pattern. God often gives enough light to humble a man without giving so 
much light that the man becomes lord over the mystery. Thunder fits that pattern. It says 
enough to make you fear, but not always enough to make you boast. 

Then you come to John 12:28-29, where the Father answers from heaven concerning His 
Son. Jesus says, “Father, glorify thy name.” Then came there a voice from heaven. But the 
people standing by said “that it thundered: others said, An angel spake to him.” There is 
your principle in plain sight. Heaven spoke, but men did not all perceive it the same way. 
Some heard thunder. Some understood there was an angelic message. Jesus knew it was 
the Father answering. That means heavenly speech may be heard on different levels by 
different hearers. Some hear only noise. Some perceive a message. Some grasp the 
source. That prepares your mind for Revelation 10, where the seven thunders utter their 
voices and John is about to write, but heaven stops him. Thunder in Scripture is not dumb 



noise. It can carry content. But God remains sovereign over who hears it, how much they 
understand, and whether the content may be published. 

7. Thunder Reaches Its Full Weight in Revelation 

By the time you reach Revelation, all the Bible’s earlier thunder passages have prepared 
you for something much bigger. Thunder is no longer just part of isolated historical events. 
It becomes part of the very environment of the throne of God and the machinery of final 
judgment. Revelation 4:5 says, “And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and 
thunderings and voices.” Revelation 8:5 joins thunderings with the fire of the altar cast into 
the earth. Revelation 11:19 links thunderings with the opened temple and the ark of the 
testament. Revelation 16:18 joins voices, thunders, lightnings, and the greatest earthquake 
the earth has ever seen. By the time you read those passages together, you realize thunder 
is not a minor biblical motif. It is woven into the whole atmosphere of divine government 
and prophetic wrath. 

That matters because it proves thunder belongs to the throne-room vocabulary of 
Scripture. It is not merely earthly weather language borrowed for effect. It is part of the 
outward manifestation of heavenly activity. When the throne is acting, thunderings appear. 
When judgment descends, thunderings appear. When the temple opens, thunderings 
appear. Thunder is one of the recurring sounds of a universe in which God is still actively 
ruling, speaking, and judging. That means thunder, in biblical theology, belongs as much to 
heaven as it does to storms. It is one of the sensory signs that the throne is not silent and 
the Judge is not idle. 

Then you reach Revelation 10:3-4 and hit the great mystery. The mighty angel cries with a 
loud voice, “and when he had cried, seven thunders uttered their voices.” John says he was 
about to write, but a voice from heaven tells him, “Seal up those things which the seven 
thunders uttered, and write them not.” That one passage alone proves the point of this 
essay. Thunder matters because thunder can utter voices. Thunder in Scripture is not 
always random sound. It can be articulate, meaningful, and revelatory. Yet here the content 
is sealed. John heard it. John understood enough to begin writing. But God forbade the 
record. That means thunder reaches its highest and strangest force in Revelation. It stands 
at the edge of a withheld mystery. It is heard, understood, and sealed. That is not trivial. 
That is one more proof that thunder in the Bible is a chosen instrument of revelation and 
concealment. 

Conclusion 

So why does thunder matter in Scripture? It matters because the Holy Ghost keeps 
attaching it to the biggest realities in the Book. Thunder stands near the voice of God, the 



fear of God, the judgment of God, the throne of God, the intervention of God, and the 
mystery of God. It appears when Egypt is smitten, when Sinai burns, when the Philistines 
are scattered, when the Psalms magnify the glory of God, when the Father answers from 
heaven, and when Revelation opens the curtain on the throne-room and the end of the age. 
A Bible student who treats thunder like decorative weather language is reading with his 
eyes open and his mind shut. Thunder is one of God’s loaded words. It carries doctrinal 
freight. It tells you that heaven is active, God is vocal, judgment is real, and man is not in 
charge. 

It also matters because thunder refuses to flatter human pride. Thunder does not ask men 
whether they feel comfortable. It does not adjust itself to modern taste. It does not soften 
the Lord into a manageable religious mascot. Thunder reminds you that the God of 
Scripture is not your equal, not your therapist, and not your life coach. He is the Majesty 
who can make mountains shake, armies scatter, kings tremble, and prophets fall silent. He 
is the One whose voice can roar, whose excellency can thunder, and whose judgments can 
roll across history whether men approve of them or not. The churches of this generation 
desperately need that God back in their preaching. They have plenty of soft words, 
flattering words, therapeutic words, and market-tested words. What they lack is thunder. 

And that is why this series begins here. Before you can understand the secret place of 
thunder, you have to understand that thunder is a biblical signal of divine weight. It is not 
empty sound. It is charged sound. It is not dead atmosphere. It is living theology. It warns, 
reveals, frightens, announces, and sometimes conceals. It belongs to Egypt, Sinai, the 
battlefield, the Psalms, the throne, and the sealed mysteries of Revelation. So when you 
see thunder in your Bible, stop. Pay attention. The sky is not merely making noise. The Holy 
Ghost is drawing your eye to a place where God has stepped into the scene, and when God 
steps into the scene, men either bow, fear, harden, or perish. The wise man learns to listen 
before the thunder rolls over him for the last time. 

 

 

1 of 10: The Secret Place of Thunder - Why Thunder Matters in Scripture 

Thunder is one of those Bible words that a lot of people read right over because they have 
been trained to think like moderns instead of reading like believers. They see the word and 
think weather report. They think clouds bumping together. They think electricity in the sky. 
They think nature doing what nature does. But when the Holy Ghost puts thunder in the 
Book, He is not filling empty space with poetic decoration. He is putting a mark on a scene. 
He is hanging a warning over an event. He is attaching sound to authority. He is making 



heaven audible. The God of this Book uses thunder in ways that go far beyond the forecast. 
Thunder in Scripture is tied to His voice, His power, His visitation, His government, His 
anger, His majesty, and His interruption of man’s little plans. “The voice of thy thunder was 
in the heaven: the lightnings lightened the world: the earth trembled and shook” (Psalm 
77:18). That is not a useless detail. That is doctrine with a sound attached to it. 

The tragedy of this Laodicean age is that it has lost its ear for divine weight. Men hear the 
language of Scripture and flatten it into symbols with no force, or they explain it away with 
science as though science were ever the master of revelation. A man can study 
atmospheric pressure all day and still not know one thing about the fear of God. He can 
diagram storm systems, explain sound waves, and trace lightning patterns, and still be a 
blind fool when it comes to why God would associate thunder with Sinai, judgment, battle, 
the throne, the opening of seals, and the utterance of mysteries John was forbidden to 
write. The issue is not whether thunder has a physical explanation in creation. Of course it 
does. The issue is whether the Creator chose that sound, that terror, that resonance, that 
shaking, and that rolling force to signify something about Himself. The answer is yes. “The 
God of glory thundereth: the LORD is upon many waters” (Psalm 29:3). That verse alone 
ought to stop the mouths of a thousand commentators who treat thunder as though it were 
just scenery. 

So this first essay has to lay the foundation right. Before we get into the secret place of 
thunder, before we get into the seven thunders, before we get into hidden utterances and 
prophetic patterns, we have to settle the matter that thunder matters because God made it 
matter. In the Bible, thunder is never merely background noise. It is often the sound of 
disruption, the sound of approach, the sound of warning, the sound of holy presence, and 
sometimes the sound of concealed revelation. It is the kind of sound that reminds men 
they are small, mortal, breakable, and accountable. Thunder strips the illusion of control 
off a civilization. It breaks through the polished voice of man and reminds him there is a 
greater Voice above him. That is why a study like this matters. We are not chasing weather. 
We are tracing one of the Lord’s own chosen signatures through Scripture. 

1. Thunder Is More Than Weather in the Bible 

The first thing that has to be established is that thunder in Scripture is never safely reduced 
to mere weather. That is where the modern Christian goes wrong. He reads his Bible with a 
naturalistic reflex. He comes to thunder and says, “Well, that was just a storm.” He comes 
to hail and lightning and says, “Just weather conditions.” He comes to the Red Sea and 
says, “Strong east wind.” He comes to the plagues and says, “Environmental phenomena.” 
That man has already sold the farm before the fight starts. The issue is not whether God 
uses physical means. The issue is whether those means are under divine command and 



clothed with divine meaning. When Moses stretched forth his rod toward heaven, “the 
LORD sent thunder and hail, and the fire ran along upon the ground” (Exodus 9:23). That 
was not a coincidence. That was not unfortunate climate behavior. That was God reaching 
down into Egypt and talking to a king who had set himself against the truth. 

Notice the language in that passage. Moses tells Pharaoh, “the thunder shall cease, neither 
shall there be any more hail; that thou mayest know how that the earth is the LORD’S” 
(Exodus 9:29). There is the point. Thunder there is not random. It is instructional. It is 
judicial. It is revelatory. God uses it to teach a lesson about ownership and authority. The 
earth is the Lord’s. Pharaoh is not sovereign. Egypt’s gods are not sovereign. Nature is not 
sovereign. The Lord is sovereign. So when the thunder comes and when the thunder stops, 
both the beginning and the ending preach. The storm itself is a sermon. That is why a Bible 
believer never stops with the visible mechanics. He asks what God is saying through the 
event. 

That same truth runs all through the Book. Thunder in Scripture is often the Lord stepping 
into the scene and making Himself known in a way men cannot comfortably ignore. It is 
heaven invading the arrogance of earth. It is a sound chosen by God to accompany 
moments where human pride, human presumption, and human rebellion need to be 
shaken. The Bible does not present thunder as a decorative flourish. It presents it as a 
meaningful phenomenon in the hands of a purposeful God. So right from the gate, this 
series has to reject the dead, sterile, lecture-hall treatment of Scripture that empties every 
mighty sign of its theological force. Thunder matters because the Lord tied it to His works, 
and once He did that, no believer has the right to shrug it off as noise. 

2. Thunder Is Bound Up with the Voice of God 

Once you see that thunder is more than weather, the next step is even stronger. Thunder in 
Scripture is repeatedly tied to the voice of God. Not just His power in general, but His voice. 
Job says, “After it a voice roareth: he thundereth with the voice of his excellency” (Job 37:4). 
A few verses later, “God thundereth marvellously with his voice; great things doeth he, 
which we cannot comprehend” (Job 37:5). There is no getting around that language. The 
Holy Ghost did not say thunder merely reminds men of power. He said God thundereth with 
His voice. That means thunder in the Bible is often not just force, but communication. Not 
empty sound, but significance. Not mute violence, but utterance clothed in awe. 

Psalm 29 drives that truth home like a hammer. “The voice of the LORD is upon the waters: 
the God of glory thundereth” (Psalm 29:3). Then the passage goes on to describe the voice 
of the Lord as powerful, full of majesty, breaking cedars, dividing flames of fire, shaking the 
wilderness, and discovering the forests. The chapter reads like a divine storm march across 



creation. Why? Because thunder in the Bible is linked with the Lord making His presence 
felt through His voice. The modern world wants a God who whispers encouragements to its 
self-esteem. The God of Scripture can shake Lebanon with His voice and make the 
wilderness tremble. That is the God men have forgotten. That is the God thunder helps 
restore to the mind of the reader. 

This is one reason thunder should never be treated lightly in a Bible study. It touches the 
doctrine of revelation. It touches the doctrine of divine authority. It touches the doctrine of 
how God manifests Himself to His creatures. Even in John 12, when the Father speaks from 
heaven concerning His Son, the crowd is divided. “The people therefore, that stood by, and 
heard it, said that it thundered: others said, An angel spake to him” (John 12:29). Look at 
that carefully. Some heard thunder. Some recognized a message. That tells you thunder 
can be associated with heavenly speech in a way that is not equally perceived by every 
listener. That fact will matter later when we reach the seven thunders of Revelation. But 
even here, the lesson is plain. Thunder in the Bible is very often the edge of a Voice, and 
that Voice belongs to the Lord. 

3. Thunder Produces the Fear of God 

The Bible is not interested in entertaining people with holy sound effects. It is interested in 
showing what happens when men come near a holy God. That is why thunder is so closely 
associated with fear. At Sinai, the Lord did not descend with background music fit for a 
meditation app. He came down in fire, smoke, trumpet blast, trembling mountain, 
lightnings, and thunderings. “And it came to pass on the third day in the morning, that there 
were thunders and lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the mount, and the voice of the 
trumpet exceeding loud; so that all the people that was in the camp trembled” (Exodus 
19:16). Then Exodus 20:18 says, “And all the people saw the thunderings, and the 
lightnings, and the noise of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking: and when the people 
saw it, they removed, and stood afar off.” That is the fear of God. Not jokes. Not 
coffeehouse spirituality. Not sandals and soft speech. Fear. 

Why is that important? Because thunder in the Bible exposes a side of divine revelation that 
the modern church hates. Men want God near enough to comfort them but never near 
enough to terrify them. They want mercy without holiness, tenderness without majesty, 
grace without glory, and love without fear. But the Bible does not let you divide God up that 
way. The same God who saves sinners through the blood of Jesus Christ can also make a 
mountain smoke until men back away trembling. Thunder reminds man that God is not his 
equal, not his therapist, not his life coach, and not his mascot. He is the Lord. “Who would 
not fear thee, O King of nations?” (Jeremiah 10:7). Thunder helps answer that question. Any 
man with sense would fear Him. 



There is also a practical lesson here for the believer. One reason the church has lost power 
is because it has lost reverence. A generation raised on noise is not the same as a 
generation marked by the fear of God. Plenty of churches are loud, but loudness is not 
thunder. Emotionalism is not thunder. Religious hype is not thunder. Thunder in Scripture is 
tied to the reality of God pressing in on the conscience until man knows he is dealing with 
Someone infinitely above him. Where that fear is missing, worship becomes shallow, 
preaching becomes theatrical, and discipleship becomes sentimental. Thunder matters 
because it reminds us that the God of the Bible is not safe in the worldly sense. He is good, 
holy, righteous, merciful, and true, but He is never trivial. 

4. Thunder Is a Sign of Divine Judgment 

Thunder in Scripture does not only produce fear. Very often it signals judgment. When God 
begins to move against wickedness, thunder frequently accompanies the action. In Exodus 
9, it falls on Egypt as part of the plague narrative. In 1 Samuel 12, Samuel calls on the Lord 
to send thunder and rain during wheat harvest so Israel may perceive its wickedness in 
asking for a king. The text says, “So Samuel called unto the LORD; and the LORD sent 
thunder and rain that day: and all the people greatly feared the LORD and Samuel” (1 
Samuel 12:18). There again, thunder is not just meteorology. It is courtroom language. It is 
the Judge making His displeasure known. 

The same pattern appears in 1 Samuel 7:10. “But the LORD thundered with a great thunder 
on that day upon the Philistines, and discomfited them.” There is the warfare element, but 
there is also judgment in it. God is intervening against those set against His people and His 
purpose. Then Isaiah 29:6 says, “Thou shalt be visited of the LORD of hosts with thunder, 
and with earthquake, and great noise, with storm and tempest, and the flame of devouring 
fire.” That verse sounds like a battering ram smashing through the lie that God’s judgments 
always arrive in neat, tidy, sanitized packages. Sometimes when God visits, He visits loud. 
Sometimes His visitation breaks things. Sometimes it overturns what men thought was 
stable. 

This matters because Revelation is full of the same vocabulary. Thunderings, lightnings, 
voices, earthquake, hail, fire, wrath. Those things are tied together because they belong to a 
common field of meaning. Thunder is one of the Lord’s chosen signs that judgment is in 
motion. When men hear thunder in Scripture, they ought to ask whether heaven is making 
an announcement against rebellion. That also means thunder serves as a warning. Before 
the final judgment falls, God often sends signals, patterns, and smaller visitations that 
testify to His rule. He is not silent. He is patient, but not silent. Thunder says the Judge is 
still on the bench and still willing to interrupt history whenever He pleases. 



5. Thunder Appears in Contexts of Divine Warfare and Intervention 

One of the great mistakes made by soft religion is that it forgets the Bible presents God as a 
warrior as well as a shepherd. He is both. He comforts the brokenhearted, but He also rides 
upon the heavens for the help of His people. Thunder appears in that warfare context more 
than once. “The adversaries of the LORD shall be broken to pieces; out of heaven shall he 
thunder upon them” (1 Samuel 2:10). There is no ambiguity there. Thunder from heaven is a 
battle image. It is not neutral. It is not passive. It is God entering the fight from above. The 
battlefield is never merely horizontal. There is always a vertical dimension men forget. 

David understood that well. “The LORD thundered from heaven, and the most High uttered 
his voice” (2 Samuel 22:14). Psalm 18:13 repeats it, “The LORD also thundered in the 
heavens, and the Highest gave his voice; hail stones and coals of fire.” In those passages, 
thunder belongs to a rescue narrative, a warfare narrative, and a kingship narrative all at 
once. God is not watching history as an uninvolved spectator. He moves in it. He overturns 
things in it. He rescues in it. He judges in it. He thunders in it. That means thunder becomes 
a sound of intervention. It tells you heaven is not absent just because men cannot see the 
hand moving behind the curtain. 

This is deeply encouraging to a believer living in an evil age. The world would have you think 
all outcomes are decided in boardrooms, parliaments, laboratories, media studios, and 
secret councils. But the Bible says there is a God above all of that who can thunder from 
heaven and scatter what men built. He does not need elections to be valid, armies to be 
larger, or experts to approve His entry into the situation. He can speak and the whole 
arrangement starts shaking. Thunder reminds the child of God that the visible is never the 
whole story. There is a government above the governments, and when that government 
decides to act, the proudest powers on earth become as dry leaves before a storm. 

6. Thunder Can Reveal and Conceal at the Same Time 

Now we move into deeper water. Thunder in Scripture is not only loud and visible. It is 
sometimes mysterious. It can reveal something while concealing something. Psalm 81:7 
says, “I answered thee in the secret place of thunder.” That is one of the most intriguing 
phrases in the Bible on this subject. The secret place of thunder. Think about it. Thunder is 
public, overwhelming, impossible to ignore, and yet somehow there is secrecy in it. There is 
a hidden chamber attached to it. There is a place where God answers from within the 
terror, from within the cloud, from within the shaking, and man is reminded that the Lord 
can be both revealed and hidden at once. 

John 12:29, as mentioned earlier, gives you the same flavor. The Father speaks, and some 
say it thundered, while others say an angel spake. That means not everyone standing 



nearby processed the event the same way. One heard sound. Another discerned message. 
One perceived force. Another recognized communication. That is important. It shows that 
divine utterance can pass over a crowd and still leave many of them with nothing more than 
noise. That is not because God failed to speak. It is because man is dull of hearing. Thunder 
therefore becomes a fitting vehicle for this double reality. It shakes everybody, but not 
everybody understands what just happened. 

That prepares the ground for Revelation 10. “Seven thunders uttered their voices” 
(Revelation 10:3). John was about to write. Then a voice from heaven said, “Seal up those 
things which the seven thunders uttered, and write them not” (Revelation 10:4). There is the 
secret place of thunder in full bloom. The thunder speaks. The message is real. The apostle 
hears enough to write it. Then God forbids the record. Why? Because the Lord reserves the 
right to let man know that there is more to know without granting him possession of it. That 
is one reason thunder matters. It is not only the language of disruption. It is also the edge of 
concealed revelation. It is a reminder that God can make His presence undeniable while 
still withholding the full explanation from human hands. 

7. Thunder Runs from Earthly Scenes to the Throne Room of Heaven 

By the time you reach Revelation, thunder is no longer merely connected with earthly 
storms, judgments, or battlefields. It is seen around the throne itself. “And out of the throne 
proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices” (Revelation 4:5). That verse is one of the 
great keys to the subject. Thunder belongs not only to events on earth, but to the very 
atmosphere of divine government. It proceeds out of the throne. That means thunder, 
voices, and lightnings are linked with the active rule of God. Heaven is not silent marble 
and soft gold with a gentle soundtrack floating in the background. Heaven’s throne room is 
alive with majesty, holiness, authority, and judicial energy. 

The repetition matters too. Revelation 8:5 speaks of “voices, and thunderings, and 
lightnings, and an earthquake.” Revelation 11:19 gives “lightnings, and voices, and 
thunderings, and an earthquake, and great hail.” Revelation 16:18 says, “there were voices, 
and thunders, and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake.” The pattern is 
unmistakable. Thunder belongs to the movement of heaven toward earth in acts of 
judgment and administration. It is part of the signature of the throne. That tells you thunder 
is not accidental to the biblical story. It is woven into the imagery of divine rule from Sinai to 
the Apocalypse. 

This is why the subject is so rich. When you study thunder in the Bible, you are not studying 
one isolated natural phenomenon. You are studying a recurring biblical sign that connects 
God’s speech, God’s holiness, God’s judgment, God’s warfare, God’s concealed wisdom, 



and God’s throne. That is a tremendous field of doctrine. And it also explains why thunder 
has such force in the imagination of man. God built that response into creation because 
the sound itself is suited to convey magnitude, fear, approach, and authority. The lost man 
may use other words, but his instinctive reaction testifies that thunder is not a small sound. 
The Bible tells you why. It bears a resemblance to the language God chose to associate 
with His own majesty. 

So thunder matters in Scripture because God uses it to say something about Himself, 
about His ways, and about His dealings with men. It matters because it is tied to His voice. 
It matters because it produces fear. It matters because it marks judgment. It matters 
because it accompanies intervention. It matters because it can reveal and conceal. It 
matters because it echoes from the throne. Once you see that, you will never read those 
passages the same way again. You will stop hearing mere weather in the text and start 
hearing theology in motion. 

Conclusion 

The church today is drowning in triviality. It has learned to chatter about things that do not 
matter and ignore things that do. It will spend twenty sermons on self-improvement and 
fifteen conferences on emotional wellness, but it cannot tell you why the Bible keeps 
bringing thunder into scenes of judgment, revelation, fear, and divine government. That is 
because modern religion has become skilled at reducing God to manageable proportions. 
It wants a god who inspires but never startles, comforts but never confronts, blesses but 
never breaks in, speaks but never thunders. The God of Scripture will not be shrunk that 
way. He is the God of glory who thundereth. He is the God whose voice shakes the 
wilderness. He is the God who can answer in the secret place of thunder and still refuse to 
hand over every secret to the curiosity of man. 

This opening essay therefore sets the tone for everything that follows. We are not studying 
thunder as a poetic ornament. We are studying one of the Lord’s own appointed signs of 
His presence and action. Thunder in the Bible marks moments where men are made to feel 
the weight of heaven. It announces that God is not absent. It signals that His rule is active. 
It warns that His judgments are real. It teaches that His voice is not always wrapped in 
softness. Sometimes it rolls. Sometimes it shakes. Sometimes it terrifies. Sometimes it 
conceals. But it always means something when He puts it in the text. The believer who 
misses that has missed one of the great tonal features of Scripture. 

And that is why thunder matters. It matters because God made it matter. It matters 
because when the Bible speaks of thunder, it often speaks of more than sound. It speaks of 
holiness breaking into time. It speaks of sovereignty intruding on human arrogance. It 



speaks of revelation wrapped in dread. It speaks of the throne casting its shadow across 
the earth. It speaks of the Lord reminding men, nations, armies, kings, and churches that 
they are not alone in the universe and they are not in charge of it. So let this first study 
stand as a warning and an invitation. Hear the thunder rightly. Do not explain it away. Do 
not flatten it into weather. Do not strip it of its doctrine. Hear in it the rumble of a God still 
speaking, still ruling, still judging, and still able to shake everything that can be shaken. 

 

 

2 of 10: The Secret Place of Thunder - The God of Glory Thundereth 

There are some verses in the King James Bible that hit like a hammer blow and never really 
let you go once they settle in your spirit. Psalm 29:3 is one of them: “The voice of the LORD 
is upon the waters: the God of glory thundereth: the LORD is upon many waters.” That is not 
poetic filler. That is not decorative language. That is revelation. That verse does not merely 
compare God to thunder in some soft sentimental way. It tells you that when the Holy 
Ghost wanted to describe the force, majesty, and weight of the divine voice, He chose 
thunder as one of His own appointed witnesses. The God of glory thundereth. That means 
the Bible does not treat thunder as meaningless noise in the sky. It treats it as a fitting 
earthly sign of heavenly authority. It is part of the language of kingship, part of the language 
of presence, part of the language of power, and part of the language of a God who does not 
whisper apologies to His creation. He speaks as One who made it, owns it, rules it, and can 
shake it when He pleases. 

The modern world has no category for that kind of God. The god of modern religion is 
always trying to be understood, always trying to be accepted, always trying to be softened 
for public consumption. He is cut down to size, brushed up for social respectability, and 
made presentable to the timid conscience of a civilization that wants spirituality without 
majesty and inspiration without terror. But the God of Scripture never submits Himself to 
that kind of treatment. He is the God whose voice breaks cedars, shakes wildernesses, 
splits flames of fire, and makes the hinds calve. He is the God who answered Job out of the 
whirlwind, the God who thundered at Sinai, the God who thundered against the enemies of 
Israel, and the God whose throne in Revelation still sends forth “lightnings and thunderings 
and voices” (Revelation 4:5). That is the God men need to meet again. Not a reduced god. 
Not a polished god. Not a god who can be managed by committees and marketed by 
celebrities. The God of glory thundereth. 

So this essay has a very direct purpose. It is to show that thunder in Scripture is one of the 
clearest manifestations of the voice and excellency of God. It is not merely associated with 



Him as a figure of speech. It is repeatedly used to declare His authority, His sovereignty, His 
intervention, and His glorious presence. When God thunders, He is not consulting His 
creatures. He is not negotiating with rebels. He is not submitting His decrees for public 
review. He is declaring Himself. He is announcing that heaven still rules, that the Most High 
has not abdicated, and that every creature from the greatest king to the smallest worm 
remains under His hand. Thunder matters because it teaches men what kind of God they 
are dealing with. He is glorious, He is excellent, He is holy, He is terrible in His majesty, and 
when He speaks in thunder He reminds all creation that there is only one true Sovereign in 
heaven and in earth. 

1. Thunder Is the Sound of Divine Majesty 

When the Bible says, “the God of glory thundereth” (Psalm 29:3), it is teaching more than 
simple force. It is teaching majesty. Glory in Scripture is not just brightness. It is weight. It is 
the manifested significance of who God is. It is His holiness made evident, His greatness 
made perceptible, His worth made undeniable. When the Psalm says the God of glory 
thundereth, it is saying that thunder is a fitting sound for divine majesty because it carries 
the sense of greatness pressing upon everything beneath it. Men feel thunder whether they 
want to or not. It arrests conversation. It breaks into the moment. It commands attention. 
That is why it fits the God of glory so well. The Lord is not a passing thought. He is the 
central fact of the universe. Thunder reminds man what it feels like when something greater 
than himself intrudes on his little world. 

Psalm 29 does not stop with one statement either. It builds a whole theology of the voice of 
the Lord. “The voice of the LORD is powerful; the voice of the LORD is full of majesty” 
(Psalm 29:4). The voice of the Lord breaks cedars. The voice of the Lord divides flames of 
fire. The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness. That is deliberate repetition by the Holy 
Ghost. He is forcing the reader to stare at the connection between God’s voice and God’s 
majesty. The Lord does not speak like men speak. Men speak from weakness, uncertainty, 
and limitation. Even the strongest man who ever lived still speaks as a creature. God 
speaks as the Creator. His voice is not one more sound among other sounds. His voice is 
the governing voice. It is the voice that defines reality because reality itself came from Him. 

That is why thunder matters. It gives the reader an earthly sound that helps him feel 
something of the weight of divine majesty. It is not that thunder exhausts the meaning of 
God’s voice. Nothing in creation can do that. But it does witness to it. It hints at it. It gives 
men a sound that cracks through their comfort and says, if an echo in the sky can do this to 
your nerves, what will you do when the God of glory speaks in full? Modern religion has 
made God so mild that men no longer know how to tremble. But the Bible still has thunder 
in it for a reason. It reminds a man that divine majesty is not tame. 



2. Thunder Is Joined to the Voice of His Excellency 

Job is one of the deepest books in the Bible because it strips man bare and puts him face to 
face with realities too large for his mind. In that book, thunder is not treated as background 
noise. It is joined to the excellency of God. “After it a voice roareth: he thundereth with the 
voice of his excellency” (Job 37:4). Then the next verse says, “God thundereth marvellously 
with his voice; great things doeth he, which we cannot comprehend” (Job 37:5). Those 
verses are some of the strongest statements in all Scripture on the subject. They do not 
merely say God can use thunder. They say He thundereth with the voice of His excellency. 
That means thunder is directly connected to divine speech as a manifestation of God’s 
supreme greatness. 

Excellency is a word this age does not understand. The world understands talent, style, 
branding, public image, performance, and market value, but it does not understand 
excellency in the biblical sense. Divine excellency is not simply superior quality. It is the 
perfect greatness of God in His being, His attributes, His wisdom, His holiness, and His 
power. When God thunders with the voice of His excellency, He is not just being loud. He is 
manifesting the fact that there is nothing above Him, nothing equal to Him, and nothing 
capable of contending with Him on His level. The thunder of God is not noise for noise’s 
sake. It is greatness made audible in a way suited to creatures who are too proud to bow 
any other way. 

Job makes one more thing plain in that passage. When God thunders, men do not 
comprehend the full depth of what He is doing. “Great things doeth he, which we cannot 
comprehend.” That is important. Thunder is not only forceful, it is humbling. It reminds man 
that he is not the measure of reality. He is not the master of all explanation. There are works 
of God so great that even when a man hears them, he cannot grasp the whole of them. That 
means thunder is perfectly suited to break the arrogance of the intellect. A man can boast 
of education, titles, skill, or insight, but when God thunders with the voice of His 
excellency, the wise man and the fool are both brought to the same place. They are 
creatures listening to a sound above their station. 

3. When God Thunders, He Declares Sovereignty 

One of the clearest lessons in the thunder passages is that God never thunders like a 
subordinate. He thunders like the Sovereign. He does not ask permission. He does not seek 
consensus. He does not adapt Himself to the mood of the audience. He speaks from 
authority. That is one reason the Bible uses thunder in connection with His voice. Thunder 
does not sound hesitant. It sounds absolute. It sounds like a declaration from above. It 
sounds like a reminder that there is a throne over all lesser thrones. That is why it fits the 



Lord so perfectly in Scripture. When the Most High makes Himself heard, He is not entering 
a debate with His creatures. He is settling the matter. 

Look at Exodus 9 in Egypt. The thunder, hail, and fire are sent directly from the Lord as a 
blow against Pharaoh’s pride. Moses says the thunder will cease “that thou mayest know 
how that the earth is the LORD’S” (Exodus 9:29). There is sovereignty in that statement. The 
whole contest between Pharaoh and the Lord is a contest over who rules. Pharaoh acts like 
he is absolute in his land, absolute over the Hebrews, absolute over the outcome. Then 
God thunders from heaven and teaches him otherwise. The storm itself becomes a royal 
proclamation. The earth is the Lord’s. Pharaoh is not the owner. Pharaoh is not the final 
authority. Pharaoh is just another man breathing borrowed air under the government of the 
God of heaven. 

That same principle appears wherever thunder and divine action meet. In 1 Samuel 2:10, 
“out of heaven shall he thunder upon them: the LORD shall judge the ends of the earth.” In 
2 Samuel 22:14, “The LORD thundered from heaven, and the most High uttered his voice.” 
In each case, thunder is the sound of God asserting rule. That means thunder matters 
because it teaches men what sovereignty sounds like. It sounds like an unanswerable 
decree from above. The world is full of little kings, little experts, little rulers, little bosses, 
little idols, and little empires, all pretending permanence. Then God thunders, and all of it 
is exposed as dust. 

4. Thunder Humbles the Pride of Man 

If there is one thing man cannot tolerate, it is being reminded that he is not in charge. 
Human pride hates dependence, hates submission, hates transcendence, and hates the 
thought of answering to a will above itself. That is why thunder is such a fitting instrument in 
the hand of God. It breaks into man’s illusion of control. It makes him feel small. It reminds 
him that there are powers above him he did not create and cannot command. When that 
sound is then linked in Scripture with the voice of God, the humiliation of man becomes 
even sharper. He is not merely hearing an impressive natural event. He is being confronted 
with the reality that the God he ignores can still make His presence felt in ways that 
unsettle the soul. 

Job is again the great example. In Job 40:9 the Lord says, “Hast thou an arm like God? or 
canst thou thunder with a voice like him?” That is devastating. The Lord is not asking Job to 
enter a philosophical discussion. He is breaking him down. Can you thunder like God? Can 
you match that voice? Can you command that kind of authority? Can you make creation 
tremble that way? The obvious answer is no. That is the point. God thunders in Scripture to 
humble man by contrast. The creature is shown to be weak, limited, and small. The Creator 



is shown to be unchallengeable. Thunder is one of the ways that contrast becomes 
experiential instead of merely intellectual. 

This is badly needed today because modern men are drunk on technological arrogance. 
They think because they can measure, categorize, and analyze aspects of creation, they 
have somehow risen above dependence on the Creator. They can explain sound waves, 
storm formation, atmospheric discharge, and acoustic roll, and then imagine they have 
mastered the subject. But all they have done is describe a process without touching the 
Person who made the process possible. The Bible is not impressed by that kind of 
knowledge. It brings man back to the deeper question. Canst thou thunder with a voice like 
Him? Can you produce that authority? Can you create that majesty? Can you command 
that fear? If not, then you are not god, no matter how many instruments you have in your 
laboratory. 

5. Thunder Reminds Creation Who Rules Heaven and Earth 

The Bible uses thunder not only to humble individual men but to remind all creation of the 
Lord’s universal rule. Psalm 77:18 says, “The voice of thy thunder was in the heaven: the 
lightnings lightened the world: the earth trembled and shook.” That verse stretches the 
effect of thunder beyond one person’s experience. The whole world is involved. Heaven, 
lightning, earth, trembling, shaking. That is the scale at which God moves. The Lord does 
not merely deal with private feelings. He rules heaven and earth. Thunder fits that truth 
because it carries breadth. It seems to roll across spaces larger than the eye can hold. It 
gives the hearer a sense that the world itself is being addressed. 

Psalm 104:7 says, “At thy rebuke they fled; at the voice of thy thunder they hasted away.” 
Again, thunder is linked with rebuke and with movement under divine command. Creation 
responds. Things move because God speaks. Waters flee. Boundaries are set. Movements 
are checked or released by His word. That is sovereignty on a cosmic scale. The Lord is not 
one actor within nature. He is the God above nature, through nature, and over nature. 
Thunder becomes a witness to that because it manifests a kind of authority that fits His 
government. When God thunders, it is as though the created order itself is carrying the 
stamp of its Maker’s rule. 

That is also why thunder is so often connected with many waters in the Psalms and 
Revelation. Waters in Scripture often signify magnitude, peoples, chaos, or depth beyond 
man’s strength. Yet the voice of the Lord is upon the waters. The God of glory thundereth. 
That is not accidental. It tells you that God’s voice rides over what threatens to overwhelm 
men. He is above the flood. He is above the storm. He is above the nations. He is above the 



confusion. Thunder is the sort of sound that says, in effect, the King has not lost control. 
Heaven is not in disorder. The throne has not been shaken, even if the earth has. 

6. Thunder Is Not Mere Poetry but Manifested Presence 

Some readers weaken these passages by saying the Bible only speaks of thunder poetically 
when referring to God. But that dodge will not hold up under the weight of the text. The 
Bible certainly uses poetic language, but biblical poetry is still truth. It does not reduce 
reality. It intensifies it. When the Bible says, “The LORD also thundered in the heavens, and 
the Highest gave his voice; hail stones and coals of fire” (Psalm 18:13), it is not emptying 
the event into metaphor. It is connecting divine presence, divine action, and divine 
manifestation. The poetry does not make God less real. It makes His reality more vivid to 
the reader. Thunder is not merely a literary flourish. It is a mode of manifested presence. 

This becomes especially clear in passages where thunder is accompanied by direct divine 
intervention. Sinai was not a metaphor. Egypt was not a metaphor. The battle against the 
Philistines was not a metaphor. Revelation’s throne scenes are not using thunder just to 
sound dramatic. In each case, thunder is tied to real acts of God. That means we are on 
safe biblical ground when we say thunder functions as a manifestation of divine authority 
and presence. Not because every clap in the sky is an encoded sentence to decode, but 
because God repeatedly chooses thunder as one of the outward vehicles through which 
His presence is felt and His action is marked. 

There is also a spiritual lesson here for the believer. Too many Christians are content with a 
god who exists only in abstraction. He is a set of doctrines, a collection of ideas, a 
systematic chart, or a devotional mood. But the God of the Bible manifests Himself. He 
makes Himself known. He can bring a mountain into smoke. He can send thunder on a 
battlefield. He can fill the heavens with His voice. He can answer in the secret place of 
thunder. The believer should not seek signs in a superstitious sense, but he should 
absolutely refuse the dead religion that speaks of God as though He were never more than 
an idea. Thunder in Scripture reminds us that the Lord is a living God whose presence is not 
theoretical. 

7. The God of Glory Thundereth Still Points Forward to Final Revelation 

Once you have traced thunder through the Psalms, Job, Exodus, Samuel, and the rest, you 
are prepared to understand why Revelation keeps that language alive. Thunderings proceed 
out of the throne. Thunderings accompany judgment. Thunderings surround the 
movements of heaven toward earth. That is because the God of glory has not changed. The 
One who thundered at Sinai, in David’s songs, and in Job’s hearing is the same God who will 
finish history on His own terms. Revelation 19:6 says, “And I heard as it were the voice of a 



great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, 
saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.” There it is again. Thunder as the 
sound suited to the reign of God Omnipotent. 

That verse is especially rich because it joins thunder with praise. Not just judgment, not 
just terror, but triumphant proclamation. Why? Because when God’s rule is openly 
vindicated, thunder still fits the scene. It is a sound of overwhelming force and 
unanswerable kingship. The mighty thunderings say, “Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent 
reigneth.” That is not a tentative statement. It is not a campaign slogan. It is not hopeful 
rhetoric. It is the final settled truth of the universe. Thunder in Scripture therefore points 
forward as well as backward. It reminds men that the God who has always ruled will one 
day silence all rebellion publicly and forever. 

So the phrase, “The God of glory thundereth,” is not just a beautiful line to admire. It is a 
doctrinal pillar. It tells you what kind of God the Bible reveals. He is glorious. He is 
excellent. He is sovereign. He is present. He is active. He is majestic. He is not asking the 
nations what they think of His plans. He is not wringing His hands over the opinions of His 
creatures. He is not waiting for the age to approve His moral claims. He thunders because 
He reigns. He reigns because He is God. Every lesser voice will one day fall silent beneath 
His. 

Conclusion 

The great lesson of this essay is that thunder in Scripture is not an accidental association 
with God. It is one of the Bible’s chosen witnesses to His majesty, excellency, sovereignty, 
and manifested presence. Job ties it to the voice of His excellency. The Psalms tie it to the 
God of glory. David ties it to deliverance and kingship. Revelation ties it to the throne and 
the omnipotent reign of God. That means thunder is not merely a useful illustration. It is a 
recurring revelation marker. It tells the reader what divine authority sounds like when it 
presses upon creation. It tells him what it feels like when the Lord makes Himself known in 
a way fitted to humble, shake, and silence the pride of man. 

This should also correct the way men think about God. The God of Scripture is not weak, 
hesitant, apologetic, or subject to the court of public opinion. When He speaks, He speaks 
as Lord. When He judges, He judges as Lord. When He manifests His glory, He does so as 
the One from whom all glory comes. The phrase “The God of glory thundereth” sweeps 
away every modern attempt to domesticate Him. It brings back transcendence. It brings 
back fear. It brings back kingship. It brings back the reality that the voice above all voices 
belongs to the One who created the heavens, set the bounds of the sea, broke Egypt, 
humbled Job, defended David, and will yet bring this whole world to account. 



So let the churches play with shadows if they want to. Let the world keep polishing its idols 
and pretending the throne above it is empty. The Bible still speaks with thunder in its lungs. 
It still presents a God whose voice is full of majesty. It still declares a Lord whose 
excellency men cannot comprehend and whose sovereignty they cannot overthrow. That is 
the God this generation needs to hear again. Not a softened echo of Him, but the thunder 
of His glory. And the man who learns to hear that thunder in Scripture will never again be 
satisfied with the paper-thin religion that has settled over this age like dust. 

 

 

3 of 10: The Secret Place of Thunder - Thunder on Sinai and the Fear of the Lord 

There are places in the Bible where the veil gets pulled back just enough for a man to 
realize how badly this generation has misjudged God. Sinai is one of those places. You do 
not read Exodus 19 and 20 honestly and walk away with a soft, casual, flippant, 
coffeehouse view of the Almighty. You do not stand at the foot of that mountain in the text, 
with thunders, lightnings, thick cloud, trumpet blast, smoke, fire, quaking earth, and a 
people trembling from head to foot, and then come away talking about God as though He 
were some gentle motivational speaker trying to improve your week. Sinai destroys that 
nonsense. Sinai reminds you that the God of Scripture is holy beyond your categories, 
terrible in His majesty, and able to make an entire nation back away in fear when He merely 
begins to manifest Himself in power. “And it came to pass on the third day in the morning, 
that there were thunders and lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the mount, and the voice of 
the trumpet exceeding loud; so that all the people that was in the camp trembled” (Exodus 
19:16). That is not religion as entertainment. That is revelation as terror. 

This matters because we are living in an age that has deliberately traded the fear of God for 
spiritual sentimentality. The modern church has been taught to treat the Lord like a 
therapist, a counselor, a motivational coach, or a kind old grandfather who exists mainly to 
affirm people while asking almost nothing of them. Holiness has been softened. Majesty 
has been domesticated. Fear has been redefined as mild respect. The consuming fire has 
been recast as a comforting glow. But Sinai will not cooperate with that deception. Sinai 
stands in the Book like a mountain-sized rebuke to every shallow, polished, marketable 
version of God that men have invented in the last century. The God of Sinai descends in fire. 
The God of Sinai sets boundaries. The God of Sinai makes men tremble and stand afar off. 
The God of Sinai does not ask sinners to evaluate His tone. He reveals Himself in a way that 
shows the gulf between divine holiness and human corruption. 



So this essay has one central burden. It is to show that thunder on Sinai is not just part of a 
dramatic weather scene, but part of one of the greatest revelations of holiness and fear in 
all Scripture. Thunder there is bound up with law, with fire, with smoke, with trumpet, with 
trembling, with separation, and with the solemn fact that sinful man cannot casually stroll 
into the unveiled presence of the living God. Sinai teaches the fear of the Lord. It teaches 
that divine holiness sets boundaries. It teaches that the God who redeems is also the God 
who judges, and that grace is never rightly understood unless it is seen against the blazing 
backdrop of the holiness it answers to. Thunder on Sinai matters because it tells you what it 
sounds like when heaven draws near and flesh realizes it is in the wrong place to act proud. 

1. Sinai Is a Revelation of Holiness, Not a Religious Experience 

The first thing you have to get straight about Sinai is that it is not a spiritual event designed 
to make people feel uplifted. It is a revelation of holiness. Men today talk endlessly about 
“encountering God,” but most of what they mean by that phrase would not survive five 
seconds at Sinai. At Sinai, nobody is strumming softly while talking about intimacy. Nobody 
is crafting a personal brand around his spiritual journey. Nobody is casually wandering 
around the edge of the mountain with a latte in his hand. Sinai is where God comes down, 
and the whole setting screams one truth above all others: He is holy, and you are not. The 
mountain is fenced. The people are warned. The garments are washed. The approach is 
regulated. Why? Because holiness is not sentimental. Holiness is not common. Holiness is 
not something man handles on his own terms. 

Exodus 19 is structured to make that point. The Lord tells Moses to sanctify the people. He 
tells them to be ready. He tells them not to break through unto the Lord. He sets bounds 
around the mount and declares that whoever touches it shall surely be put to death. That is 
not because God is cruel. That is because God is holy. The problem is never with Him. The 
problem is always with sinful man trying to enter the presence of absolute holiness as 
though he belongs there by nature. Thunder in that setting becomes part of the warning 
system. It is the sound of holiness breaking into the human sphere. It is one of the signs 
that this is no ordinary mountain, no ordinary meeting, and no ordinary voice about to 
speak. 

That is why the church needs Sinai back in its thinking. Not to bring believers under the law 
for justification, but to recover a right view of God’s holiness. People speak today as though 
holiness were merely moral niceness or clean living. But biblical holiness is blazing 
otherness. It is the absolute separation of God from all stain, all corruption, all creature 
weakness, and all human pride. Sinai manifests that in visible and audible form. The 
thunder, the smoke, the fire, the trumpet, the shaking, and the boundaries all preach the 
same sermon. God is not common. God is not safe in the sentimental sense. God is not 



approachable except on His own terms. If a man does not learn that from Sinai, he has 
missed the whole point of the mountain. 

2. Thunder on Sinai Announces That God Has Drawn Near 

Thunder at Sinai is not background noise. It is the audible announcement that the Lord has 
drawn near. When Exodus 19:16 says there were “thunders and lightnings, and a thick 
cloud upon the mount,” it is describing the physical signs of divine descent. A holy God is 
entering the scene in revealed form, and thunder belongs to that moment because thunder 
tells men that something from above is pressing down upon them. Thunder rolls over the 
people as heaven’s warning bell. It says, in effect, the Lord is here. The same people who 
had walked through the Red Sea, seen Egypt judged, and eaten manna in the wilderness 
are now brought face to face with the terrifying truth that the God who saved them is not 
tame. 

That is a needed correction. People love to talk about the nearness of God, but they nearly 
always discuss it as though His nearness only means comfort. Now thank God there is 
comfort in His presence for His people. Thank God the Lord draws near to the 
brokenhearted. Thank God we can come boldly to the throne of grace through Jesus Christ. 
But none of that cancels the fact that when God manifests His nearness in unveiled 
holiness, the result is not casual familiarity. It is dread. It is trembling. It is distance. It is 
silence. The thunder on Sinai announces that the Lord has come down, and the people do 
not react by lounging around in emotional ease. They tremble because the nearness of God 
is not a toy for sinners to play with. 

This is why thunder matters so much in the Sinai passage. It is not just loud. It is 
theological. It marks the arrival of divine presence in a form suited to terrify flesh. The Holy 
Ghost chose that sound because it fits the truth being revealed. When God draws near in 
His holiness, man feels how unfit he is. Thunder makes that nearness audible. It breaks up 
the illusion of human control. It sounds like interruption from another realm because that 
is exactly what it is. Sinai is the interruption of eternity into history, holiness into corruption, 
heaven into human presumption. Thunder announces that the Lord has stepped into the 
scene, and once that happens, nobody gets to behave as though this is business as usual. 

3. Thunder, Fire, Smoke, and Trumpet Form a Wall of Fear 

One of the most striking things about Sinai is how the Lord surrounds His revelation with 
layers of terror. There is not just one sign. There are multiple signs, all converging. There is 
thunder. There is lightning. There is thick cloud. There is the voice of the trumpet exceeding 
loud. There is fire on the mountain. There is smoke ascending like the smoke of a furnace. 
There is quaking. There is a boundary line around the mount. Why all of it together? 



Because God is teaching through accumulation. He is building an atmosphere no man can 
mistake. He is leaving no room for flippancy. Every sense is assaulted. The eye sees fire and 
smoke. The ear hears thunder and trumpet. The ground itself trembles. The people are 
hemmed in by fear from every side. 

That wall of fear is there for a reason. God is not merely revealing commandments. He is 
revealing the kind of God who gives them. Law detached from holiness becomes legalism. 
Holiness detached from law becomes vague mysticism. But Sinai joins them together. The 
same God who says, “Thou shalt have no other gods before me,” is the God whose 
mountain burns with fire. The same God who forbids idolatry, blasphemy, murder, adultery, 
theft, and covetousness is the God who wraps the law in thunder and smoke. Why? 
Because His commandments are not suggestions from a moral philosopher. They are the 
decrees of a holy King. Thunder and fire tell you the lawgiver is not to be trifled with. 

Modern Christianity hates that setting because it wants principles without terror, ethics 
without majesty, and obedience without fear. It wants the fruit of divine order without the 
unsettling reality of divine holiness. But Sinai will not let you have one without the other. 
The thunder, the fire, the smoke, and the trumpet are all saying the same thing. These 
words are coming from a God whose holiness is dangerous to treat lightly. He is not making 
lifestyle suggestions. He is revealing His righteous will from a mountain that looks like 
judgment. That is exactly how the sinner ought to feel when confronted with the claims of 
God. He ought to feel his own unfitness. He ought to feel the danger of presumption. He 
ought to feel that he is dealing with Someone he cannot argue down or manipulate. Sinai’s 
wall of fear is one of the most merciful things in the chapter because it tells the truth about 
who God is. 

4. Thunder Draws a Boundary Between Holiness and Presumption 

One of the central lessons of Sinai is that holiness sets limits. God tells Moses repeatedly 
to keep the people back. Bounds are set around the mountain. The priests are warned. The 
people are warned. Even curiosity becomes dangerous if it tries to break through where 
God has forbidden access. That is one of the most offensive truths in the Bible to modern 
man. He believes access is his right. He believes proximity is his entitlement. He believes 
his sincerity should override every other concern. But Sinai crushes that whole attitude. At 
Sinai, God says in effect, I determine the terms of approach. I determine the boundary. I 
determine who comes near, when they come near, and how they come near. You do not 
break through unto Me on the strength of your own desires. 

Thunder serves that purpose as an audible fence. It reinforces the boundary. It says, stay 
back. It says, do not presume. It says, this is holy ground because God has made it holy, not 



because man has decided to spiritualize it. That is why the fear of the Lord is so 
inseparable from thunder on Sinai. Fear is not merely an emotional reaction. It is a moral 
recognition of limits. It is the creature understanding there are lines he cannot cross 
without divine permission. The people stand afar off because thunder and all the rest of the 
scene teach them that nearness to God is not a casual right for sinners. It must be 
mediated. It must be regulated. It must be granted by grace, not seized by flesh. 

There is a direct line from that truth to the madness of the present age. Men today walk into 
church services, theological debates, online discussions, and so-called worship settings 
as though they were doing God a favor by showing up. They speak of Him with slang, joke 
about His things, question His words with arrogance, and turn holy truth into content for 
consumption. That spirit is the opposite of Sinai. Sinai says, take your shoes off in your 
soul. Sinai says, know where you are. Sinai says, beware of breaking through. Thunder at 
Sinai matters because it teaches that divine holiness is not there to flatter human access. It 
is there to expose human presumption and keep it from pretending it belongs where only 
grace can bring a man. 

5. Sinai Exposes the Shallow Modern View of God 

You can measure the sickness of modern Christianity by how uncomfortable Sinai makes 
it. The average religious system today has worked very hard to market a god who is always 
warm, always agreeable, always nonthreatening, and always affirming in a psychological 
sense. He is presented more like a therapist than a King, more like a life coach than a Judge, 
more like a supportive mentor than a consuming fire. That god has no thunder around him, 
no smoke on his mountain, no trembling at his presence, and no fenced-off holiness that 
warns men not to approach carelessly. He exists mainly to make people feel seen, 
validated, and emotionally supported. But that is not the God who came down on Sinai, 
and it is not the God of the Bible. 

Exodus 19 and 20 expose that counterfeit. The God of Sinai is not insecure. He is not trying 
to win approval. He is not rebranding Himself for a softer age. He reveals Himself in a form 
that makes men shake because He would rather tell the truth about Himself than protect 
their fragile opinions. The modern church cannot handle that because it has built entire 
ministries around making the sinner comfortable before he has ever learned to fear the 
Lord. But the Bible says, “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom” (Psalm 111:10). 
Sinai agrees with that. Wisdom begins where presumption dies. Wisdom begins where the 
mountain burns and the people realize they are not dealing with a projected image of their 
own preferences. They are dealing with the Holy One. 



This is why preaching on holiness, fear, judgment, and thunder is so necessary. Not 
because believers need to live in slavish terror of losing salvation, but because the Church 
needs to recover the character of the God who saved her. The same Christ who saves by 
grace is the same God whose holiness once rolled over Sinai in thunder. The same Lord 
who invites the weary to come unto Him is the same Lord from whom men fled in fear when 
He spoke from the mountain. If you remove Sinai from your doctrine of God, you will 
produce shallow converts, shallow churches, shallow worship, and shallow preaching. 
Sinai deepens everything by bringing back the truth that the Lord is glorious, holy, and 
terrible in His majesty. Thunder is one of the sounds that keeps that truth alive. 

6. The God Who Saves Is Also the God Who Makes Men Stand Afar Off 

This is one of the most important balances in all theology. The God of Sinai is not a different 
God from the God of redemption. He is the same God. That matters because men are 
always tempted to divide Him up. They want the saving God without the holy God, the 
comforting God without the terrifying God, the gracious God without the majestic God. But 
Scripture will not let you carve Him into pieces that suit your taste. The God who brought 
Israel out of Egypt is the God who brought them to Sinai. The God who made a way through 
the sea is the God who made them stand afar off when He spoke from the mountain. The 
God who redeems is the God who reveals Himself in holiness. 

Exodus 20:18-19 says, “And all the people saw the thunderings, and the lightnings, and the 
noise of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking... and stood afar off. And they said unto 
Moses, Speak thou with us, and we will hear: but let not God speak with us, lest we die.” 
There is the cry of fallen humanity in the presence of unveiled holiness. Speak through a 
mediator. Let there be distance. We cannot bear direct exposure. That scene is crucial 
because it shows that thunder on Sinai does not merely terrify for terror’s sake. It reveals 
the need for mediation. It shows why man cannot approach God on his own ground. It 
exposes the necessity of a go-between. In that sense, Sinai is not only a mountain of fear. It 
is a mountain that points toward the need for grace. 

That truth grows even brighter in the light of the New Testament. We come to God through 
Jesus Christ, our Mediator, not by stomping up the mountain in fleshly confidence. Grace 
does not erase holiness. Grace answers to holiness. Christ did not come to tell us Sinai 
was overblown. He came to do what sinners could never do for themselves. He came to 
satisfy the righteous claims of the holy God Sinai revealed. That means thunder on Sinai 
still matters to the believer because it shows what the Mediator saved him from, what kind 
of God he has been brought near to, and why he should never treat grace as permission for 
irreverence. The God who saves is the God who once made a nation cry out for a mediator 
when the thunder rolled. 



7. Thunder on Sinai Still Speaks to the Church 

A lot of Christians read Sinai like it belongs in a museum. They treat it as an old covenant 
scene with no present force. But the fear of God revealed there is not obsolete. The 
covenantal setting has changed, thank God. We are not under the law for righteousness. 
We are not camped at Sinai waiting for commandments written on tables of stone. But the 
God revealed there has not changed one inch. Hebrews does not use Sinai to tell believers 
that holiness no longer matters. It uses Sinai and Zion to show that access has changed 
through Christ, yet reverence remains. “For our God is a consuming fire” (Hebrews 12:29). 
That line was written after Calvary, not before it. The God of thunder is still the God of the 
Church. 

So what does thunder on Sinai say to believers now? It says stop being casual with holy 
things. It says stop talking about God like He is your equal. It says stop treating worship like 
a performance, preaching like entertainment, and doctrine like a hobby. It says recover 
reverence. It says recover the fear of the Lord. It says remember that the One to whom you 
pray is not a vague spiritual force but the holy God whose presence once made a mountain 
quake. The Church does not need less of that truth. She needs more of it. She needs it 
badly because her generation has been flooded with familiarity and starved of reverence. 

Thunder on Sinai also says something else. It says God still knows how to interrupt man’s 
assumptions. He still knows how to confront false confidence. He still knows how to 
expose shallow religion for the fraud it is. The church age may be full of polished surfaces 
and branded spirituality, but the Lord has not changed His character to match the mood of 
the age. He is still holy. He is still glorious. He is still able to make flesh tremble. A believer 
who forgets Sinai may still be saved, but he will likely become spiritually thin, morally loose, 
and emotionally sentimental in the things of God. Sinai keeps backbone in your doctrine. 
Thunder keeps steel in your fear of the Lord. 

Conclusion 

Thunder on Sinai matters because it is one of the clearest revelations in Scripture that the 
God of the Bible is not to be approached casually, discussed lightly, or reduced to a 
comforting concept. Sinai shows us the Lord in holiness, the law in majesty, and man in his 
proper place - trembling, limited, needy, and unable to break through unto God on his own 
terms. The thunder, the fire, the smoke, the trumpet, and the boundaries all work together 
to preach one message: sinful man cannot treat divine holiness as common ground. The 
Lord is not soft because the age is soft. He is not diminished because men are shallow. He 
still reveals Himself as the consuming fire who causes mountains to tremble and nations to 
step back. 



That truth is desperately needed. The Church has learned how to speak of love, grace, 
mercy, and comfort, but too often she speaks of them in a way that forgets the holiness 
that gives those things their glory. Grace means little to a man who has never seen Sinai. 
Mediation means little to a man who has never stood afar off. The blood means little to a 
man who has never heard the thunder and realized he does not belong in the presence of a 
holy God apart from divine provision. Sinai restores weight to the gospel by restoring weight 
to the God who gave it. Thunder is part of that restoration. It reminds men that heaven is 
not casual and holiness is not decorative. 

So let Sinai stand where God put it - as an everlasting rebuke to shallow religion and an 
everlasting witness to the fear of the Lord. Let the mountain smoke. Let the trumpet sound. 
Let the thunder roll. Let flesh back up and learn its place. And let every believer remember 
that the God who saved him by grace is the same God whose voice once shook the desert 
and made an entire nation beg for a mediator. That truth will not weaken your walk. It will 
deepen it. It will clean out the sentimental haze that passes for reverence in this age. It will 
teach you to bow lower, speak more carefully, worship more truthfully, and thank Christ 
more deeply for bringing you near to the very God whose thunder once made men stand 
afar off. 

 

 

4 of 10: The Secret Place of Thunder - Thunder as Judgment on the Wicked 

There is a dangerous lie running through modern Christianity and the wider world alike, and 
it is the lie that God either does not judge at all or, if He does judge, He does it in such a 
quiet, soft, almost invisible way that men never really have to fear His direct intervention. 
That lie has fattened churches on sentimentality and has given nations courage to sin with 
a high hand. Men talk as if heaven were passive, as if divine wrath were an outdated 
doctrine, as if the Judge of all the earth had gone silent while rebels strutted across His 
creation with their fists in the air. But the Bible will not let that lie stand. The God of 
Scripture is patient, long-suffering, and merciful beyond measure, but He is not morally 
indifferent. He is not asleep. He is not absent. And when He steps into a situation in 
judgment, He does not always do it with a whisper. Sometimes He announces Himself with 
thunder. Sometimes the sky becomes a courtroom bell. Sometimes the air itself seems to 
roll with the sound of divine displeasure, and men are forced to reckon with the awful truth 
that they are not living under blind nature but under moral government. 

That is one reason thunder matters so much in Scripture. It is not only tied to the voice of 
God, the majesty of God, and the fear of God. It is also tied to the wrath of God. In passage 



after passage, thunder shows up when the Lord is visiting rebels, smiting enemies, 
rebuking nations, exposing wickedness, or making His judicial presence felt in history. 
Egypt heard it. The Philistines heard it. Rebellious Israel heard it. Prophets warned of it. 
Revelation thunders with it from the throne. Thunder in the Bible often acts like a signal 
flare from heaven saying that the Judge has stepped into the matter. That does not mean 
every thunderstorm in human history is a direct, readable message from God that man can 
decode with perfect accuracy. But it does mean that when the Bible uses thunder in 
judgment settings again and again, it is teaching a pattern. The Lord has chosen thunder as 
part of that terrible vocabulary of visitation by which He reminds men that wickedness does 
not go unnoticed forever. 

This essay therefore has a very direct burden. It is to gather the major judgment passages 
and show that thunder is often heaven’s announcement that divine patience has reached a 
point of action. God is patient, yes. God is merciful, yes. God delays judgment, yes. But 
delay is not denial. Long-suffering is not indifference. Silence for a season is not surrender. 
The same God who spared Nineveh for a time drowned the old world, burned Sodom, broke 
Egypt, thundered on Sinai, scattered armies, and promises yet to shake heaven and earth. 
Thunder belongs in that line of truth because it is one of the sounds God chose to associate 
with judgment that men can feel. It unsettles. It warns. It interrupts. It frightens. It does 
exactly what judgment language ought to do. It tells proud man that he is still living under a 
Judge, and that when the Judge decides to speak into a nation’s rebellion, He is not obliged 
to do it in a tone that flatters the guilty. 

1. Thunder in Egypt Was a Judicial Blow, Not a Weather Event 

One of the first and clearest places thunder appears in a judgment setting is in the plague 
narrative against Egypt. Exodus 9:23 says, “And Moses stretched forth his rod toward 
heaven: and the LORD sent thunder and hail, and the fire ran along upon the ground; and 
the LORD rained hail upon the land of Egypt.” That verse should settle a great deal of 
foolishness right at the start. The text does not say some unusual weather system 
happened to pass through Egypt at an unfortunate time. It says the LORD sent thunder and 
hail. This is judicial language. It is deliberate language. It is targeted language. Egypt is 
being judged, and the thunder is part of the blow. The Lord is not merely displaying raw 
power. He is answering defiance. Pharaoh hardened his heart. Pharaoh resisted God’s 
word. Pharaoh exalted himself against the commandment of the Lord. Then heaven 
answered him with thunder. 

The whole passage makes that plain. Moses tells Pharaoh that the thunder and hail are 
designed to teach him something. “That thou mayest know how that the earth is the 
LORD’S” (Exodus 9:29). That is sovereignty in the context of judgment. The issue is not 



weather science. The issue is who rules. Pharaoh acts like he is the lord of Egypt, the lord of 
the Hebrews, the lord of his own fate, and the lord of the land he governs. Then God 
thunders from heaven and reminds him that the earth is the LORD’S. That is what judgment 
does. It strips a proud man of his illusions. It tears the crown off his ego. It shows him he is 
not absolute, not independent, and not immune. The thunder in Egypt is a declaration that 
the God of Israel has entered the case and is issuing sentence. 

Notice too that this thunder is not random in effect. It is joined with hail and fire running 
along the ground. It smites crops, servants, cattle, and the land itself. That means divine 
judgment in Scripture is often physical, historical, and undeniable. Modern men want 
judgment reduced to vague inner consequences or eventual spiritual discomfort, but the 
Bible often presents it as God reaching into the visible world and breaking things. Egypt felt 
the storm in its economy, in its agriculture, in its labor force, and in its national pride. That 
is what makes thunder such a fitting sign of judgment. It is not abstract. It is intrusive. It 
reaches down. It makes itself felt. It tells nations that when they provoke God, they are not 
dealing with a passive universe but with the Lord of heaven and earth. 

2. Thunder Against the Philistines Shows God Judges the Enemies of His People 

The next great judgment thunder passage is 1 Samuel 7:10. “But the LORD thundered with 
a great thunder on that day upon the Philistines, and discomfited them; and they were 
smitten before Israel.” That is battlefield judgment, but it is judgment all the same. The 
Philistines are not merely unlucky in war. They are not suffering a bad tactical outcome. The 
LORD thundered upon them. He entered the conflict. He took the field from heaven. He 
turned the battle by direct intervention. That should remind every Bible believer that when 
God judges, He does not always do it in slow, quiet, invisible ways. Sometimes He enters 
the situation like a storm over an army. Sometimes judgment is not delayed to the next 
world. Sometimes it falls in the middle of the field where spears, shields, and proud men 
suddenly learn they are not fighting Israel alone. 

That event also shows that thunder in judgment is not only punitive but disruptive. The Lord 
thundered and “discomfited them.” He threw them into confusion. He broke their order. He 
unsettled their confidence. He shattered their cohesion. That is one of the great marks of 
divine judgment in history. When God moves against a rebel force, He often does more than 
destroy it. He confuses it. He causes it to break from within. He sends disorder into what 
once looked formidable. The Philistines came with military confidence, but heaven 
overturned the arrangement. That is the kind of thing thunder signifies in Scripture. It is a 
sound of divine intrusion that collapses human certainty. It tells the wicked that their plans 
are not self-sustaining when the Lord decides to enter the picture. 



That passage is also a powerful reminder that God’s patience with enemies has limits. The 
Philistines had opposed, harassed, and threatened Israel repeatedly. There came a day 
when the Lord answered from above. That is a sobering lesson for every power, individual, 
or nation that delights in persecuting the people of God. They may strut for a time. They 
may boast in their weapons, numbers, media power, money, or laws. They may make it look 
as if the righteous have no defender. But the God of heaven has not resigned His office. He 
still knows how to thunder upon adversaries. He still knows how to turn the balance. He 
still knows how to make the enemies of His purpose feel the weight of judgment. The 
Philistines learned that in one terrible day. Others have learned it since. Others will yet 
learn it again. 

3. Thunder Rebuked Israel When God’s Own People Went Wrong 

One of the most sobering truths in the Bible is that thunder in judgment does not only fall 
on pagans and foreign enemies. It falls on God’s own people when they rebel. That truth is 
seen plainly in 1 Samuel 12. Israel demanded a king like the nations. They rejected the 
simplicity of trusting the Lord and craved visible worldly power. In response, Samuel calls 
on God to send thunder and rain during wheat harvest. Why? “That ye may perceive and 
see that your wickedness is great, which ye have done in the sight of the LORD, in asking 
you a king” (1 Samuel 12:17). Then verse 18 says, “So Samuel called unto the LORD; and 
the LORD sent thunder and rain that day: and all the people greatly feared the LORD and 
Samuel.” That is not a minor detail. It is one of the clearest statements in Scripture that 
thunder can be sent as a rebuke against covenant people. 

This demolishes the foolish idea that divine judgment always falls only “out there” on the 
bad people. Israel was God’s nation in covenant, yet He thundered against them to expose 
their wickedness. That tells you something vital about the Lord. He is no respecter of 
persons when it comes to holiness. Election does not cancel accountability. Privilege does 
not cancel responsibility. Nearness to truth does not excuse rebellion against truth. In fact, 
it deepens the guilt. Israel knew better and still wanted to imitate the nations. So God sent 
thunder not merely to frighten them but to make them perceive their sin. Thunder here is 
revelatory judgment. It shines a light on wickedness by frightening the conscience awake. 

That is a lesson the church desperately needs. Too many Christians think their doctrinal 
position, church attendance, Bible vocabulary, or spiritual heritage puts them beyond 
serious chastening. But if God thundered against Israel to expose its folly, He is certainly 
capable of dealing sharply with His people in this age when they mimic the world, trust the 
arm of flesh, and trade spiritual faithfulness for visible power. The Lord loves His people, 
but that love includes chastisement. And one of the ways Scripture teaches that 
chastisement is through thunder. God can send a storm over His own camp to wake them 



up. He can shake His people when they drift into compromise. Thunder is not only for Egypt 
and the Philistines. Sometimes it is for the house of God first. 

4. Thunder Is Part of the Prophetic Vocabulary of Visitation 

When you move from the historical books into the prophets, thunder continues to appear in 
connection with divine visitation. Isaiah 29:6 says, “Thou shalt be visited of the LORD of 
hosts with thunder, and with earthquake, and great noise, with storm and tempest, and the 
flame of devouring fire.” That is one of the strongest prophetic verses on the subject. It uses 
thunder as part of a full package of visitation language. Not comfort, not blessing, not quiet 
providence, but visitation with thunder, earthquake, storm, and fire. That tells you thunder 
belongs to the Bible’s vocabulary of divine intrusion into a sinful situation. When God 
“visits” in that sense, He is not coming for tea. He is coming as Judge. He is coming to 
settle a matter. He is coming to make His presence felt in terrifying ways. 

That prophetic use matters because it widens the scope of thunder beyond one or two 
isolated historical moments. It shows thunder as a recurring symbol and instrument of 
divine judgment. It is part of the Lord’s arsenal when He deals with nations and peoples 
who have provoked Him. And note carefully that thunder is joined there with earthquake, 
great noise, storm, tempest, and devouring fire. Those things form a family of judgment 
signs. They belong together because they all announce disruption from above. They all say 
that heaven is moving against the settled confidence of earth. The Lord is not merely 
observing. He is visiting. 

This should cure people of their shallow reading of history. Nations do not sin indefinitely 
with no risk. Cultures do not mock God forever with no possibility of visitation. 
Governments do not shed innocent blood, exalt perversion, celebrate blasphemy, and 
crush righteousness without storing up wrath. There may be delay. There may be long-
suffering. There may be seasons where the wicked mistake patience for permission. But 
the prophets remind us that visitation comes. And thunder is one of the great biblical 
warning signs that when it comes, it may come loud. It may come with enough force to tear 
the illusion of permanence out of the hands of a civilization that thought it had outgrown 
the fear of God. 

5. Thunder Declares That Judgment Comes from Moral Government, Not Blind Nature 

One of the most important doctrinal points in this study is that thunder in judgment 
passages proves the Bible does not view the world as governed by blind, impersonal forces. 
Scripture presents a morally governed universe under a sovereign God. That means storms 
are not always to be read as bare natural events detached from moral reality. Again, that 
does not mean every storm can be precisely interpreted by man in every case. But it does 



mean the Bible itself repeatedly uses thunder in direct connection with judgment so that 
men will know creation is not morally neutral. The universe is not a machine without a king. 
It is the domain of a Judge. Thunder in that setting becomes one of His chosen reminders 
that the world is still under ethical rule. 

This is why Exodus 9 is so powerful. Pharaoh could have explained hail, lightning, and 
thunder as weather if he wanted to play the fool. But Moses tells him plainly what it means. 
The earth is the LORD’S. That is moral government. In 1 Samuel 12, Israel could have 
brushed the event off as an unusual seasonal occurrence if they were determined to 
harden themselves, but Samuel interprets it. The thunder is sent so they may perceive their 
wickedness. In 1 Samuel 7, the Philistines could have said the battlefield took an odd 
atmospheric turn, but the text tells you the Lord thundered upon them. Scripture is not 
embarrassed to connect physical events to divine moral action. It refuses the lie that the 
natural order is independent of the moral will of God. 

That is especially important in a scientific age drunk on reductionism. Modern man thinks 
he has explained something if he has described the mechanics of it. He can tell you how 
thunder forms, how sound travels, how pressure changes, how moisture builds, and how 
lightning discharges. Fine. But none of that answers the question of who designed a world 
in which such things can be turned into instruments of judgment, signs of presence, or 
announcements of wrath. A man can explain the mechanics of a trumpet without 
understanding a coronation. He can analyze ink without understanding a decree. He can 
describe thunder without understanding judgment. The Bible forces him beyond 
mechanism to meaning. Thunder is part of moral government because God says it is, and 
that settles the matter for anyone who believes the Book. 

6. Divine Patience Has Limits, and Thunder Often Marks the End of Delay 

There is a deadly misunderstanding of God’s patience loose in the world. Men assume that 
because judgment has not yet fallen, it never will. They interpret delay as weakness, long-
suffering as approval, and mercy as permanent immunity. That is the oldest mistake in the 
book. Pharaoh made it. Israel made it. The Philistines made it. Nations have made it across 
the centuries. But patience has limits. Long-suffering is not surrender. God waits, warns, 
and calls to repentance, but there comes a point when delay gives way to action. In many 
of the passages we have studied, thunder stands right at that transition point. It marks the 
moment when heaven stops merely warning and begins intervening. 

That is why thunder is so terrible in Scripture. It sounds like an alarm because it often is 
one. It says the matter has reached a crisis. It says the Judge has not forgotten. It says the 
file has not been lost. It says the rebellion has not slipped through some heavenly loophole. 



In Egypt, repeated refusals led to thunder and hail. In Israel, stubborn carnal desire for a 
king brought thunder and rain. Against the Philistines, opposition brought thunder in battle. 
In Isaiah, accumulated wickedness leads to visitation with thunder and devouring fire. 
Again and again, thunder appears not at the beginning of provocation but at the breaking 
point where divine patience takes visible form as judgment. 

That truth ought to sober every reader. It ought to sober individuals sitting comfortably in 
hidden sin. It ought to sober churches that think compromise can continue forever with no 
consequence. It ought to sober nations that believe themselves immune because of 
wealth, power, history, or religious heritage. God’s patience is magnificent, but it is not 
endless in the sense men imagine. There is a day when the thunder comes. There is a day 
when warning becomes visitation. There is a day when heaven’s answer is no longer merely 
written on a page but rolled across the sky, the battlefield, the land, or the conscience with 
force enough to make men finally understand what they laughed off before. Thunder is one 
of the Bible’s great witnesses to that turning point. 

7. Revelation Shows Thunder as the Ongoing Sound of Judicial Action from the Throne 

Everything we have seen in the Old Testament reaches a heightened form in Revelation. 
There, thunder is not merely tied to isolated judgments on earth. It proceeds from the 
throne itself. Revelation 4:5 says, “And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and 
thunderings and voices.” Revelation 8:5 says that when the angel cast fire from the altar 
into the earth, “there were voices, and thunderings, and lightnings, and an earthquake.” 
Revelation 11:19 and 16:18 continue the same pattern. That means thunder belongs to the 
atmosphere of divine judicial action. It is not an accidental flourish. It is part of the 
recurring soundscape of heaven moving in judgment upon the earth. The throne is not 
silent, and one of its sounds is thunder. 

That is deeply significant for this study because it confirms that thunder as judgment is not 
merely an Old Testament feature tied to primitive scenes and ancient wars. It is part of the 
final prophetic revelation of God’s wrath. The same God who thundered in Egypt and 
against the Philistines still thunders from the throne in the Apocalypse. That continuity 
matters. It tells you the character of God has not changed. He is still patient, still merciful, 
still slow to anger, but He is also still the Judge. And when His judgments begin to unfold in 
full public force at the end of the age, thunder remains part of the vocabulary. Heaven’s 
courtroom is still active. The universe is still morally governed. The Judge still knows how to 
make His action heard. 

Then there is Revelation 10, where the seven thunders utter their voices. While the content 
is sealed, the fact remains that thunder there is articulate and judicial in context. It is not 



meaningless rumbling. It is meaningful utterance from a scene loaded with authority, oath, 
and impending fulfillment. That tells you thunder in the Bible has reached the level of 
voiced declaration in the very book of final judgment. It is one more reason to reject every 
shallow reading that treats thunder as a decorative dramatic touch. In Revelation, thunder 
comes right out of the throne world, tied to judgment, mystery, and final reckoning. The 
Bible closes the canon with thunder still active in the machinery of divine wrath. That alone 
should tell every sober reader that thunder as judgment is no side issue. It is part of the 
grand moral architecture of revelation itself. 

Conclusion 

The Bible leaves no room for the fantasy that God only judges in soft, invisible, almost 
apologetic ways. Sometimes He judges with thunder. Sometimes He makes the air itself 
preach wrath. Sometimes the Judge of all the earth announces His intervention with a 
sound men can feel in their bones. Egypt heard it and learned that the earth is the LORD’S. 
The Philistines heard it and broke before Israel. Rebellious Israel heard it and saw its own 
wickedness more clearly. The prophets warned of visitation with thunder, earthquake, 
tempest, and devouring fire. Revelation carries thunder right into the throne room and the 
final judgments of the age. That is not coincidence. That is a pattern. Thunder in Scripture 
often functions as a judgment signal, a heavenly announcement that God has stepped into 
the situation and is no longer dealing with sin only by warning. 

That should strike fear into the heart of every rebel and sobriety into the heart of every 
believer. God is patient, but His patience has a moral shape. It calls for repentance. It gives 
space. It withholds wrath for a season. But when men harden themselves under mercy, 
they do not neutralize judgment. They ripen for it. Thunder is one of the Bible’s ways of 
showing that the ripening point exists. There is a moment when heaven answers. There is a 
moment when the Judge rises. There is a moment when all the sophisticated excuses and 
all the proud speeches are drowned out by the sound of divine displeasure rolling over the 
land. A man may ignore sermons, mock preachers, despise Scripture, and explain away 
providence, but when God’s judgments come in thunder, the room for mockery gets very 
small very quickly. 

So let this stand plainly. You are not living in a universe run by blind nature. You are living 
under moral government. The air above you, the ground beneath you, the history around 
you, and the throne beyond you all belong to God. He can use thunder to reveal majesty, to 
instill fear, and to announce judgment. And when He does, He is not being dramatic for 
effect. He is declaring reality. He is reminding men that wickedness is not safe, rebellion is 
not forgotten, nations are not immune, and patience is not permission. Thunder as 
judgment on the wicked is one of the Bible’s terrible mercies because it warns before the 



final blow falls. Wise men hear that warning and repent. Fools explain it away until the 
storm is already on top of them. 

 

 

5 of 10: The Secret Place of Thunder - Thunder in Battle and the Warfare of Heaven 

One of the great lies that men tell themselves in every age is that battles are decided only 
by what can be seen. They look at troop numbers, weapons, strategy, terrain, alliances, 
provisions, morale, and political timing, and they imagine they have accounted for the real 
forces on the field. But the Bible will not let a believer think that way for very long. Scripture 
repeatedly tears open the curtain and shows that behind visible warfare there is invisible 
government, and behind earthly conflict there is a throne in heaven that has never 
surrendered control. Men march, kings scheme, armies gather, captains shout, horses 
charge, and swords flash, but above all of it stands the Lord God of hosts. And when He 
chooses to enter the field, He does not need permission from the generals, approval from 
the nations, or favorable odds from the analysts. He can turn a battle with a word, with a 
wind, with confusion, with fear, with hail, with fire, and yes, with thunder. That is why 
thunder matters so much in the warfare passages of Scripture. It is not merely a dramatic 
noise added to the scene. It is often the sign that heaven has moved into the battle. 

That truth is badly needed in an age that either worships military power or ignores the 
reality of spiritual conflict altogether. Some men trust in chariots and some in horses, 
though the modern equivalents may be jets, missiles, satellites, fleets, intelligence 
networks, and surveillance systems. Others go to the opposite extreme and float through 
life with a soft religious haze, speaking of peace and providence in such vague terms that 
the God of the Bible sounds like He has no real involvement in the conflicts of earth. But 
neither error survives the plain teaching of Scripture. The Lord is not absent from battle. He 
is not a distant observer of history. He is not merely a comforter for the wounded after men 
decide the issue on their own. He is the God of hosts. He is the man of war. He is the 
Captain above every captain, and when He chooses to thunder from above, the entire field 
changes. That does not mean every war is righteous, every army is blessed, or every nation 
with a Bible verse on its lips has God on its side. But it does mean that no battle in history 
has ever been merely horizontal. 

This essay therefore centers on thunder in battle and the warfare of heaven. It will show 
that thunder in Scripture is not only tied to judgment in the abstract, but to direct 
intervention in conflict where the Lord fights for His people, disrupts the enemies of His 
covenant purpose, or reminds the world that the outcome of war is never finally in the 



hands of man. The terrifying beauty of this truth is that heaven is not passive. The God of 
glory is not neutral. The throne is not asleep. History has turned again and again not merely 
on the strength of armies but on whether the Lord chose to enter the conflict from above. 
When He does, thunder is one of the sounds that announces His arrival. It tells men they 
are not merely clashing with flesh and blood. They are moving under the shadow of a 
government that can shatter their confidence in a moment. The battle may look earthly, but 
when God thunders, every soldier on the field is suddenly reminded that war has a 
heavenly side. 

1. The Lord Reveals Himself in Scripture as a Warrior 

Before a man can understand thunder in battle, he has to get something straight about the 
God of the Bible. The Lord is not only a shepherd, only a father, only a comforter, or only a 
savior. He is all of those things, thank God, but He is also revealed as a warrior. That truth 
offends the polished religion of this age because it wants a God who fits inside soft 
devotionals and therapeutic sermons. But the Bible does not apologize for divine warfare. 
Exodus 15:3 says, “The LORD is a man of war: the LORD is his name.” That was sung on the 
far side of the Red Sea after the Lord broke Egypt in power. He was not introduced there as 
a passive observer. He was praised as a warrior. That means battle imagery attached to 
God is not an embarrassment to be explained away. It is revelation. It tells you something 
essential about His character. He defends His purpose. He judges His enemies. He enters 
the conflict when He wills. 

That matters because thunder in warfare passages only makes sense if you understand 
that the Lord is not an outsider to the field. He is not being dragged unwillingly into human 
conflict by emotional people reading too much into storms. He is the God who has already 
declared Himself willing and able to fight. He fights for Israel. He fights against Egypt. He 
fights against the Philistines. He fights in the songs of David. He fights in prophetic vision. 
He fights at Armageddon. The God of Scripture is not squeamish about His own judicial 
power. When nations or armies stand against what He has decreed, they are not merely 
opposing a human movement. They are inviting the intervention of a warrior God. 

That does not mean man is free to stamp “God is with us” on every fleshly cause and go 
charging into bloodshed with religious slogans. The Bible condemns that kind of 
presumption too. But it does mean something more basic and more important. Heaven is 
not pacifist in the sentimental sense. Heaven has a sword side. Heaven has a judicial side. 
Heaven has a warfare side. When that side manifests itself in history, thunder is one of its 
fitting sounds. Thunder belongs in battle because battle is one of the places where the Lord 
most visibly reminds men that life on earth is not governed by human force alone. The Lord 



reveals Himself as a warrior so that proud flesh will know from the start that no army steps 
onto any field outside His jurisdiction. 

2. Thunder in Battle Is the Sound of Divine Intervention 

Once the Lord is understood as a warrior, the next step is clear. Thunder in battle passages 
is often the sound of divine intervention. It is not mere atmosphere. It is God entering the 
situation. The classic text is 1 Samuel 7:10: “But the LORD thundered with a great thunder 
on that day upon the Philistines, and discomfited them; and they were smitten before 
Israel.” That verse is one of the clearest battlefield statements in all the Bible. Israel is not 
said to have won by better organization, superior numbers, or natural courage. The Lord 
thundered. That was the decisive factor. Heaven stepped into the field, and the enemy 
broke. The thunder there is not symbolism detached from action. It is attached to direct 
divine intervention. 

Notice what the text says the thunder accomplished. It “discomfited” the Philistines. In 
other words, it threw them into confusion, disorder, fear, and instability. That is a classic 
mark of heavenly intervention in warfare. God does not always need to destroy an enemy by 
raw force. Sometimes He judges by confusion. He turns strength into panic. He turns 
confidence into chaos. He breaks the coherence of the enemy from the inside. The 
Philistines came toward the battle with purpose, but the Lord thundered from above and 
their order collapsed. That is the kind of thing only heaven can do in a moment. Men train 
armies for discipline. God can break that discipline with thunder. 

This has a broader lesson. Whenever the Lord enters a conflict, the visible calculations 
stop being final. Strategy matters at the human level, yes. Readiness matters. Obedience 
matters. But once the Lord thunders, all earthly equations are subject to being overturned. 
Thunder becomes the sign that the battle is no longer just men against men. It is now men 
under heaven’s hand. That is why the warfare passages are so valuable. They keep believers 
from worshiping military strength and from fearing human opposition as though it were 
ultimate. When the Lord decides to intervene, He can do it in a way that leaves every 
analyst stunned and every enemy scrambling. 

3. Thunder Shows That the Outcome of Battle Belongs to the Lord 

The Bible repeatedly teaches that victory does not belong finally to the largest army or the 
cleverest general. Proverbs 21:31 says, “The horse is prepared against the day of battle: but 
safety is of the LORD.” Men may prepare the horse, sharpen the spear, drill the troops, and 
count the numbers, but safety is of the Lord. That principle is all over the warfare passages, 
and thunder is one of the great sounds that dramatizes it. When God thunders in battle, He 
is reminding men that outcomes are not autonomous. The field may look like a contest 



between two earthly powers, but the deciding factor can arrive from above without 
warning. 

David knew that truth well. In 2 Samuel 22:14 he says, “The LORD thundered from heaven, 
and the most High uttered his voice.” Psalm 18:13 says the same: “The LORD also 
thundered in the heavens, and the Highest gave his voice; hail stones and coals of fire.” 
Those are not casual lines. They belong to songs of deliverance in which David recounts the 
Lord’s intervention on his behalf. The point is not that David imagined poetic weather 
around his victories to make them sound grander. The point is that he knew the real source 
of deliverance. He did not merely fight with a sword under open sky. He fought under the 
government of the Most High, and when God moved, thunder was a fitting witness to that 
movement. 

That is a crucial corrective to both pride and despair. It corrects pride because no 
commander can boast absolutely when the outcome may be overturned by heaven in a 
moment. It corrects despair because no believer needs to surrender mentally to 
overwhelming odds when God still rules above the field. That does not mean every 
righteous man is spared death or every faithful cause wins every visible battle in the short 
term. Scripture is too honest for that fantasy. But it does mean that no battlefield is self-
contained. The final accounting belongs to the Lord, and thunder in the text is one of the 
ways He reminds you that visible power is never the whole story. The outcome of battle 
belongs to the One who can thunder from heaven. 

4. Behind Earthly War There Is Invisible Government 

This is where the subject becomes especially rich. Thunder in battle forces the reader to 
acknowledge that warfare is never merely material. There is invisible government above 
visible conflict. Men see swords, shields, horses, commanders, and blood. God sees 
covenants, rebellion, judgment, timing, and purpose. Men see armies colliding. God sees 
His will being opposed or advanced within the larger story of redemption and judgment. 
Thunder becomes one of the signs that the invisible government has made itself felt. It is as 
though the hidden administration of heaven breaks through the visible theater of war and 
says, “This field belongs to Me too.” 

You can see that not only in 1 Samuel 7 but in the whole biblical understanding of conflict. 
Israel is repeatedly taught that God goes before them, fights for them, withdraws from 
them, or gives them over depending on their obedience and His purpose. That means war 
in Scripture is morally charged. It is not just about power. It is about relationship to God. 
Thunder fits that framework because thunder is morally charged in the Bible. It is often tied 



to judgment, voice, and divine intervention. So when thunder appears in military settings, it 
reminds the reader that armies are operating under a greater government than they realize. 

That has practical value even now. A believer must never look at world conflict, 
persecution, hostility, or opposition and imagine the whole thing is being determined by 
surface forces alone. There is a government above governments. There is a throne above 
parliaments and presidents, above generals and tyrants, above ideologues and 
revolutionaries. Men can gather their coalitions and draw their maps, but they cannot erase 
the invisible government of heaven. Thunder in Scripture teaches that with force. It tells the 
saints that the battlefield is under divine oversight and it tells the wicked that their violence 
is never as self-directed as they think. The Lord may allow, restrain, direct, or interrupt 
according to His wisdom, but He never abdicates. 

5. Thunder Is a Weapon in the Hands of the Warrior God 

The Bible does not treat thunder as a decorative accompaniment to God’s warfare. It often 
functions like a weapon in His hand. Not a weapon in the mechanical sense only, but a 
weapon in the sense of effect. It frightens, confuses, scatters, and exposes the weakness 
of flesh. In 1 Samuel 2:10, Hannah says, “The adversaries of the LORD shall be broken to 
pieces; out of heaven shall he thunder upon them.” That is war language. It is judgment 
language. It is not a sweet little devotional line about admiring storms from the porch. It is 
God thundered upon them. The thunder comes from above as an act against adversaries. 
That is weapon language. 

The same spirit is in Psalm 18 and 2 Samuel 22 where thunder is joined with hailstones and 
coals of fire. The Lord is described as bending the heavens, riding upon a cherub, flying 
upon the wings of the wind, sending out arrows, scattering the enemy, and thundering from 
heaven. That is warfare imagery at full strength. It is there to show that the Lord has more 
than one way to strike. Human warfare depends on supply chains, range, readiness, and 
exhaustion. Divine warfare depends on nothing outside God Himself. He can weaponize 
creation. He can turn sound into terror. He can turn weather into assault. He can turn the 
sky into a battlefield instrument. 

That truth is both terrifying and beautiful. Terrifying for the wicked because the whole 
created order remains available to its Maker as an instrument of judgment. Beautiful for the 
believer because it means the Lord is not limited in how He can defend His purpose. If He 
wants to rescue, He can do it with thunder. If He wants to scatter, He can do it with thunder. 
If He wants to show an enemy that its power is a fragile illusion, He can do it with thunder. 
The warrior God is never trapped by the apparent terms of the conflict. He carries weapons 



men did not forge and cannot stop. Thunder is one of those weapons in Scripture, a sound 
from above that can break the momentum of the enemy without warning. 

6. Thunder Reveals the Terrifying Beauty of Heaven’s Side of War 

There is something in these passages that ought to strike the soul with both fear and 
wonder. War in Scripture is never romanticized, but neither is it flattened into a godless 
struggle of machines and men. There is a terrifying beauty when the Lord enters the conflict 
on behalf of His purpose. That beauty is not in bloodshed itself. It is in the revelation that 
heaven is not passive. It is in the truth that the Most High does not merely watch rebels 
strut forever. It is in the fact that righteousness is not unsupported, covenant purpose is not 
defenseless, and the saints are not finally left to the mercy of superior force. Thunder 
belongs to that beauty because it announces that the heavens have moved. 

Think about how terrifying that must have been for the Philistines. One moment they are 
advancing against Israel with all the confidence of a trained enemy. The next, the Lord 
thunders with a great thunder and their internal steadiness collapses. What they thought 
was a fight against men becomes a confrontation with the God of those men. That is 
terrifying. But it is also beautiful in the biblical sense because it reveals the justice and 
power of God acting in history. Heaven is not absent. Heaven is active. Heaven is not 
wringing its hands. Heaven is ruling. Thunder makes that reality audible. 

The church needs to recover that sense of heaven’s side of conflict. Not in some reckless, 
triumphalist, chest-thumping way that treats every disagreement like a crusade, but in the 
sober biblical way that recognizes spiritual conflict is real and divine intervention is real. 
The saints today may not be called to national warfare under a covenant the way Israel was, 
but they are absolutely called into spiritual warfare, and the principles remain. God is not 
passive. The battle is not purely visible. The enemy is not merely human. The Lord still 
knows how to intervene, confound, expose, and defend. Thunder in the warfare texts gives 
backbone to that conviction. It reminds believers that the sky above the field is not empty. 

7. Final Warfare in Revelation Proves Thunder Belongs to the Last Battles Too 

When you come to Revelation, thunder does not disappear from the warfare theme. It 
intensifies. Revelation 4:5 places thunderings at the throne. Revelation 8:5, 11:19, and 
16:18 place thunderings in close connection with judgments poured onto the earth. By the 
time the final conflict unfolds, thunder belongs to the ongoing atmosphere of divine action. 
That tells you something vital. Thunder is not merely an early biblical motif tied to primitive 
scenes of battle. It runs all the way to the end. The God who thundered in Samuel still 
thunders in the Apocalypse. The warfare of heaven remains active through the last 
judgments and the final overthrow of rebellion. 



That matters because Revelation is the book where all false notions of divine passivity go to 
die. There the Lord openly moves against the kingdoms of this world. There the wrath of 
God is no longer hidden behind the ordinary processes of history but poured out in 
unmistakable force. Thunder belongs in that book because it belongs to God’s warfare 
vocabulary. It is part of the throne’s response to rebellion. It is part of the final shaking. It is 
part of the heavenly action that proves history is not drifting; it is being brought to a 
conclusion by the One who reigns. Thunder in Revelation is therefore a continuation of 
what we saw in the historical books. The warrior God has not changed. 

And when Christ Himself returns, the truth at the heart of every thunder-in-battle passage 
stands vindicated forever. Heaven was never passive. The throne was never absent. The 
outcome was never merely in the hands of men. The kingdoms of this world may rage, 
gather, arm, threaten, persecute, and boast, but the Lord will have the last word. The 
warfare of heaven culminates in His open triumph. Thunder in Scripture prepares the 
reader for that by teaching him, from the earliest pages onward, that battles are never just 
what they appear to be. There is always more above the field than flesh can see, and one 
day that unseen government will become terrifyingly visible to every rebel on earth. 

Conclusion 

Thunder in battle and the warfare of heaven teach one great truth with unmistakable force: 
God is not absent from conflict. He is not a distant spectator, not a silent archivist of 
human violence, and not a powerless observer waiting to clean up the mess afterward. He 
is the Lord of hosts. He is the warrior God of Scripture. He fights for His purpose, He judges 
His enemies, He confounds His adversaries, and when He chooses to enter the field, 
thunder is one of the sounds that tells men heaven has moved. The Philistines learned it. 
David sang about it. Hannah prophesied it. Revelation carries it forward into the final 
judgments. The pattern is too consistent to ignore. Thunder belongs to battle because 
battle, in the Bible, belongs under divine government. 

That means visible warfare is never the whole story. Armies are real, weapons are real, 
strategy is real, courage is real, and suffering is terribly real. The Bible never denies any of 
that. But above all of it there is a throne, and above every battlefield there is a heaven that 
can intervene. The Lord may permit, restrain, redirect, chasten, or overthrow according to 
His wisdom, but He is never absent. Thunder is one of His great reminders that invisible 
government stands behind visible struggle. It is the sound that says man is not the master 
of outcomes and history is not self-governing. When God decides to enter the fight, every 
human assumption becomes fragile. 



So let the world keep trusting in numbers, machinery, and the pride of flesh. Let nations 
keep imagining they can settle the future by force alone. The Bible has already shown a 
better truth. There is a warfare of heaven, and when the Lord thunders from above, men 
discover quickly that they are fighting more than flesh and blood. That should sober the 
wicked and strengthen the saints. It should strip the glamour off military pride and strip the 
despair out of faithful hearts. Because in the end, the final victory has never belonged to 
the side with the loudest boast, the largest army, or the cleverest strategy. It belongs to the 
Lord who rules above the field and who can, at any moment, turn the battle with thunder. 

 

6 of 10: The Secret Place of Thunder - The Voice, the Storm, and the Hidden Meaning 

By the time you have traced thunder through Egypt, Sinai, the battlefield, the Psalms, and 
the throne scenes of Revelation, one thing becomes impossible to ignore: thunder in 
Scripture is never just a loud sound. It is often connected to voice, utterance, excellency, 
majesty, fear, judgment, and divine presence. But once you see that much, another 
question rises that takes you deeper still. If thunder is so often linked with God’s voice, then 
what exactly is being communicated when heaven thunders? Is thunder always just a 
display of force, or is it sometimes a form of speech clothed in terror? And if it is connected 
with speech, why is it that some men hear only noise while others perceive meaning? That 
is where this study begins to move beyond the obvious and into the mystery. Scripture does 
not present thunder merely as raw power. It often presents it at the borderland between 
revelation and concealment, between what is made known and what is deliberately 
withheld. Thunder can awaken a man without explaining itself fully. It can announce divine 
presence without handing over the whole secret of what God is saying. That is why this 
essay stands at a turning point in the series. 

This is one of the places where the King James Bible shows its depth with special force. The 
Holy Ghost does not simply use thunder to frighten the reader. He ties it to voice. Job says, 
“he thundereth with the voice of his excellency” (Job 37:4). Psalm 77:18 says, “The voice of 
thy thunder was in the heaven.” Revelation 10 says the seven thunders “uttered their 
voices” (Revelation 10:3). Those are not empty phrases. They tell you that thunder in 
Scripture is often not treated as meaningless sound but as meaningful utterance, even 
when the meaning is not fully disclosed. That is what makes the subject so rich. Thunder 
can be heard and yet not exhausted. It can be recognized as speech and yet remain partly 
sealed. It can reveal enough to awaken fear, faith, and trembling while concealing enough 
to keep man from becoming lord over the mystery. That is exactly the kind of thing God 
does throughout Scripture. He reveals truly, but not always exhaustively. He makes Himself 
known, but He remains beyond capture. Thunder becomes one of the most fitting vehicles 



for that pattern because it is felt by all, interpreted differently, and never fully mastered by 
man. 

So this essay will move into that deeper territory. It will examine thunder not only as power 
and fear, but as voice, utterance, hidden speech, and partially veiled meaning. It will 
especially lean on the truth seen in John 12, where some hear thunder while others 
perceive a heavenly message, and on Psalm 81:7, where God says, “I answered thee in the 
secret place of thunder.” That verse alone opens an astonishing door. There is a secret 
place of thunder. That means thunder in Scripture can both reveal and veil. It can say 
enough to make you stop in your tracks and wonder what heaven is doing, while 
withholding enough to preserve God’s sovereign right over what He discloses and when He 
discloses it. This makes thunder not merely a sound of divine interruption, but a medium of 
mystery. It stands at the edge of divine speech, preparing the reader for the great sealed 
utterance of Revelation’s seven thunders, where John hears, understands enough to write, 
and is then forbidden to record what was said. 

1. Thunder in Scripture Is Often More Than Force - It Is Voice 

The first thing that has to be settled is that thunder in Scripture is repeatedly bound up with 
the idea of voice. If that were only true in one passage, somebody might wave it away as a 
poetic flourish. But the pattern is too broad and too deliberate for that excuse. Job 37:4 
says, “After it a voice roareth: he thundereth with the voice of his excellency.” Job 37:5 says, 
“God thundereth marvellously with his voice.” Psalm 29:3 says, “The voice of the LORD is 
upon the waters: the God of glory thundereth.” Psalm 77:18 says, “The voice of thy thunder 
was in the heaven.” Those are not random connections. The Holy Ghost is deliberately tying 
thunder to utterance, not just to force. That means thunder in Scripture often belongs in the 
realm of speech. It is sound with significance. It is sound associated with divine expression. 

That is crucial because the moment you move from raw noise to voice, you are in the realm 
of meaning. Voice implies personhood. Voice implies intention. Voice implies 
communication. Now that does not mean every time thunder appears the Bible gives you a 
direct transcript of divine words. But it does mean that thunder is regularly treated as a 
fitting outward form for divine utterance. God does not only act. He speaks. And when He 
speaks in ways that overwhelm man, thunder is one of the signs attached to that speech. 
The Bible is therefore pushing the reader beyond a merely natural reading of the 
phenomenon. Thunder is not only what shakes the air. In Scripture it is often what 
accompanies, signifies, or embodies the force of divine utterance. 

That helps explain why thunder unsettles the human spirit so deeply. Men may explain the 
mechanics of it, but the Bible explains its theological weight. It sounds like a voice too large 



for man. It rolls with a kind of authority that seems to come from above. It interrupts 
ordinary speech and imposes itself on the hearer. All of that makes it a perfect biblical sign 
for divine utterance. So when Scripture keeps pairing thunder with voice, it is telling you 
something fundamental. Thunder is not always a speechless display. Often it belongs to 
the edge of revelation. It is one of the places where the created order seems to tremble 
under the pressure of a message greater than itself. 

2. Some Hear Only Noise, While Others Perceive a Message 

One of the most revealing passages on this whole subject is John 12:28-29. Jesus says, 
“Father, glorify thy name.” Then a voice comes from heaven saying, “I have both glorified it, 
and will glorify it again.” But the crowd standing by responds in two different ways. “The 
people therefore, that stood by, and heard it, said that it thundered: others said, An angel 
spake to him.” That is a stunning passage because it shows that the same heavenly event is 
perceived at different levels. Some hear thunder. Others realize there was a message. And 
Christ Himself knows it was the Father’s voice. That tells you something vital about the way 
divine communication can meet human hearing. Not everybody standing near a revelation 
perceives the same depth in it. 

This is a powerful biblical principle. The problem is not that heaven failed to speak clearly 
enough. The problem is that men do not all hear with the same spiritual sensitivity, 
understanding, or divine permission. Some hear only the storm side of the event. Others 
discern a heavenly utterance. That means thunder can function as a kind of veil as well as a 
disclosure. It reveals enough to register that something from above has broken in, but it 
does not automatically grant every hearer the same access to the meaning. Some are left 
with noise. Others perceive the message. That is not because God is confused. It is 
because God is sovereign over revelation and because man is not naturally qualified to 
interpret heavenly speech correctly. 

That principle matters tremendously for this study. It shows that thunder in Scripture can 
be more than atmospheric force without being equally plain to all who hear it. In other 
words, thunder can stand at the threshold between revelation and concealment. It can be 
an event in which heaven has spoken, but only some understand that more is present than 
noise. John 12 proves the category. It is not speculation. The text itself shows different 
levels of hearing under one heavenly utterance. That prepares the ground for every deeper 
thunder passage in the Bible. Some men hear a storm. Others hear speech. And God alone 
determines how much of the meaning is opened to whom. 

3. The Secret Place of Thunder Implies Hiddenness in Divine Speech 



Psalm 81:7 is one of the key verses of the whole series: “I answered thee in the secret place 
of thunder.” That line is one of the richest and most mysterious statements in all Scripture 
on this subject. God did not merely say He answered in thunder. He said He answered in 
the secret place of thunder. That means thunder is not only loud and public in one sense. It 
also has an inner chamber, a hidden dimension, a mystery side. There is something about 
divine utterance in thunder that is not immediately laid bare for every observer. The answer 
is real, but it comes from a secret place. The thunder is heard, but the full meaning is not 
simply lying on the surface. 

That should not surprise anyone who knows how God works throughout Scripture. The Lord 
often reveals truth in such a way that the humble are instructed and the proud are baffled. 
He speaks in parables. He gives types and shadows. He reveals mysteries in stages. He 
says enough to compel faith while withholding enough to preserve dependence. Thunder 
fits that divine method perfectly. It is heard by all, feared by many, and understood fully by 
none apart from what God grants. It can shake the body at once while leaving the mind to 
wrestle with what has just occurred. That is why it belongs so naturally to the realm of 
hidden speech. It awakens without surrendering itself entirely. 

The phrase “secret place of thunder” also rebukes the arrogance of the modern mind. Men 
think if they can describe a thing, they have mastered it. They think if they can map the 
mechanics, they have exhausted the meaning. But God says there is a secret place in 
thunder. There is a dimension not reducible to human explanation. That does not mean 
anti-intellectual superstition. It means theological humility. It means man must admit that 
divine utterance cannot be reduced to the terms of natural description. The Lord can 
answer from within what man experiences only as overwhelming sound. Thunder therefore 
becomes a fitting symbol of revelation that is real, forceful, and partially hidden at the 
same time. 

4. Thunder Can Reveal Enough to Awaken Fear Without Disclosing Everything 

One of the great patterns in the Bible is that God often reveals enough to produce fear, 
faith, and obedience without disclosing every detail a curious mind might want. Thunder 
fits that pattern beautifully. At Sinai, the people did not need a philosophical explanation of 
every element in the scene. They needed to know that God was holy and they were not. The 
thunder, lightnings, trumpet, smoke, and trembling mountain gave them more than enough 
revelation to produce fear. But the full depths of divine holiness were far beyond their 
grasp. In the Psalms, thunder reveals God’s majesty, excellency, and power, yet His 
greatness remains incomprehensible. Job 37 says, “great things doeth he, which we cannot 
comprehend.” So thunder reveals, but it does not flatten the mystery of God into 
manageable pieces. 



This is profoundly important because many people act as though the only valid revelation is 
revelation that answers every question at once. But that is not how God speaks. He often 
gives enough truth to bring a man to his knees without satisfying every curiosity in his head. 
Thunder is perfect for that. It awakens fear at once. It tells man heaven is not silent. It 
confronts him with a power above himself. Yet it leaves him knowing that more is present 
than he can fully parse. That is not a flaw in revelation. That is part of its divine wisdom. 
God does not owe man exhaustive explanations every time He makes His presence known. 

That is why thunder is such a transitional sign in Scripture. It moves a man from 
indifference to alertness, from carelessness to attention, from presumption to humility. It is 
enough to break the spell of ordinary life and say, something greater than your own speech 
has intruded here. But it does not put the hearer in control. It does not turn him into the 
master of what has been disclosed. It leaves him dependent, watchful, and often 
trembling. That is one of the reasons the Lord uses thunder so effectively in His dealings 
with men. It is revelation with reserve. It says enough to warn and awaken while withholding 
enough to keep the creature in his place. 

5. Thunder Stands at the Border Between the Seen and the Unseen 

Another reason thunder carries this mysterious force in Scripture is that it sits right at the 
edge between visible and invisible realities. You can hear it, feel it, and see its effects, yet 
you cannot seize it. It rolls from above, passes through the scene, and leaves behind the 
sense that something greater moved through the created order. That makes it an ideal 
biblical sign for communication from heaven. It does not belong neatly to the 
manipulations of man. It comes down on him. It imposes itself on the senses. It reminds 
him that the world he inhabits is open to intrusion from above. Thunder therefore becomes 
a kind of border sound, a signal that the unseen government of God has touched the realm 
of the seen. 

This is why thunder appears so naturally in throne scenes, battle scenes, revelation 
scenes, and judgment scenes. It belongs wherever heaven presses against earth. It is one 
of the sensory witnesses that the two realms are not sealed off from one another. At Sinai, 
thunder tells the people that the unseen God has drawn near in terrifying holiness. In 
battle, thunder tells armies that the issue is not only on the ground. In judgment, thunder 
tells nations that the Judge is not absent. In worship around the throne, thunder tells the 
reader that heavenly government is active. And in the more mysterious passages, thunder 
tells us that unseen meaning has broken into the audible world without becoming fully 
transparent to man. 



That border quality also explains why thunder can be both plain and puzzling at once. You 
cannot deny that it happened. You cannot deny that it imposed itself. Yet you may not be 
able to say all that it means. That is exactly how many divine encounters in Scripture work. 
They are undeniable without being exhaustively interpretable. Thunder becomes one of the 
great biblical signs of that borderland. It tells the hearer, you are standing near a point 
where heaven has pressed into the audible realm, and you had better listen carefully 
because not everything here belongs to the categories you ordinarily control. 

6. Hidden Meaning in Thunder Prepares Us for the Seven Thunders 

By the time you arrive at Revelation 10, all of this groundwork matters. John hears the 
mighty angel cry with a loud voice, “and when he had cried, seven thunders uttered their 
voices” (Revelation 10:3). That statement only explodes with force if you have already 
learned from the rest of Scripture that thunder is often linked to voice, utterance, divine 
speech, and hidden meaning. The text does not say the seven thunders simply sounded. It 
says they uttered their voices. That means there was content. There was speech. There was 
meaning. John heard enough to begin writing. Then heaven stopped him: “Seal up those 
things which the seven thunders uttered, and write them not” (Revelation 10:4). There is the 
secret place of thunder in its most concentrated form. 

This is why this essay must stand before the seven thunders essay in the series. You cannot 
handle Revelation 10 properly if you have not already learned that thunder in Scripture can 
reveal and veil at once. John’s experience is not a random anomaly. It is the culmination of 
a pattern. Thunder has always been connected to divine voice, fear, majesty, and partially 
veiled meaning. Now, in Revelation 10, the hidden side becomes explicit. John hears a real 
utterance but is forbidden to publish it. Heaven reveals enough to let us know the speech 
occurred and that it mattered, but heaven withholds the content. That is exactly the kind of 
sovereign reserve God has always exercised in revelation. 

And that should teach believers something important. There are truths God gives plainly 
and truths He seals. There are mysteries He unfolds and mysteries He withholds. Wisdom 
does not consist in pretending to know what God refused to write. Wisdom consists in 
tracing the patterns He has given and bowing where He has drawn the line. Thunder 
prepares the reader for that posture because thunder itself often says, there is more here 
than you can master. Revelation 10 simply takes that principle to its highest textual 
expression. The seven thunders uttered their voices, and God kept the transcript. That is 
not a weakness in revelation. It is a demonstration of who owns revelation. 

7. The Hidden Meaning of Thunder Calls for Reverence, Not Arrogance 



When you realize that thunder in Scripture can carry hidden meaning, partially veiled 
utterance, and divine reserve, the proper response is reverence. But modern man tends to 
respond the other way. He hears the suggestion of mystery and immediately wants to 
dominate it, decode it, market it, or turn it into a system that makes him sound important. 
That spirit is the opposite of biblical fear. The secret place of thunder is not given so man 
can boast about cracking the code. It is given so man will remember that God has depths 
beyond him, speech beyond him, and reserves of wisdom that remain in the hand of 
heaven. Thunder calls for humility because it reminds you that divine communication is 
never finally under human control. 

That is one reason the Bible keeps connecting thunder with majesty, fear, and holiness. If 
thunder were only mysterious in an abstract way, men would treat it like a puzzle. But 
thunder is mysterious in a morally serious way. It comes wrapped in authority. It sounds like 
a king speaking from behind a veil. It reminds the hearer that what is hidden is not hidden 
because God is weak, but because God is sovereign. He reveals because He wills. He 
withholds because He wills. He gives enough to humble the listener and enough to guide 
the obedient, but He never surrenders His lordship over meaning. That is the real rebuke to 
modern arrogance. God is not a specimen under the microscope of human inquiry. He is 
the Lord who answers in the secret place of thunder. 

For the believer, that should produce a better spirit. It should produce careful listening, 
patient study, restraint in speculation, and joy in whatever light God has chosen to give. 
There is nothing dishonorable about mystery when the mystery belongs to God. There is no 
weakness in saying, the Lord has shown us the character of the thunder but not always the 
full content. In fact, that is one of the strongest forms of faith. It lets God remain God. It 
receives what He has said. It refuses to go beyond what is written. And it listens with 
reverence, knowing that even when heaven withholds the whole message, the sound itself 
has already said enough to wake the soul. 

Conclusion 

Thunder in Scripture is not merely a sign of force, fear, or judgment. It is also bound up with 
voice, utterance, mystery, and partially concealed meaning. Job says God thundereth with 
the voice of His excellency. The Psalms speak of the voice of His thunder. John 12 shows 
that some hear only thunder while others perceive heavenly communication. Psalm 81 
speaks of the secret place of thunder. Revelation 10 brings it all to a climax by showing 
seven thunders uttering their voices, only for the content to be sealed from the written 
record. Put all of that together and one conclusion becomes unavoidable: thunder in the 
Bible often stands at the border between revelation and concealment. It says enough to 



awaken fear and wonder while withholding enough to keep the creature humble before the 
sovereign God. 

That should change the way a reader approaches the subject. Thunder is not merely one 
more dramatic detail in the scenery of biblical events. It is one of the Lord’s chosen ways of 
making His presence and speech felt without always making Himself fully transparent to 
man. It declares, warns, interrupts, humbles, and awakens. Yet at the same time, it 
reminds the hearer that divine utterance is never reducible to human mastery. There is 
always more in God than man has yet received. There is always a secret place beyond the 
edge of what has been plainly heard. Thunder is one of the biblical witnesses to that truth. 

So this essay stands as a threshold. It gathers what Scripture has already shown and 
prepares the reader for the still deeper mystery ahead. The voice, the storm, and the 
hidden meaning all converge here. Thunder can speak, and not all hearers hear alike. 
Thunder can reveal, and not every revelation is fully published. Thunder can awaken, and 
still leave the hearer dependent on God for understanding. That is exactly why it is so fitting 
that the road now leads to Revelation’s seven thunders. Before we get there, we needed to 
learn this much: not every sound from heaven is empty, and not every utterance from 
heaven is meant to be fully possessed by man. Sometimes the Lord speaks in thunder, and 
the wisest thing a man can do is bow, listen, and fear. 

 

 

7 of 10: The Secret Place of Thunder - Sons of Thunder and the Fire of Zeal 

Thunder in Scripture is not confined to clouds, storms, mountains, judgments, and 
heavenly voices. At one point the Lord Jesus Christ took that same language and fastened it 
to two men. Mark 3:17 says, “And James the son of Zebedee, and John the brother of 
James; and he surnamed them Boanerges, which is, The sons of thunder.” That is one of the 
most revealing titles Christ ever gave to any of His disciples. He did not call them sons of 
mist. He did not call them sons of softness. He did not call them sons of diplomacy. He 
called them sons of thunder. That means there was something in their temperament, tone, 
force, and spirit that Christ identified with the imagery of thunder. Now that alone ought to 
wake up a church age that has spent decades trying to sand every sharp edge off biblical 
manhood and every hard line off biblical preaching. If the Lord Himself named two men 
after thunder, then thunder in a man cannot automatically be dismissed as fleshly 
intensity, ungodly force, or spiritual immaturity. There is such a thing as sanctified thunder. 

At the same time, this subject has to be handled carefully because carnal men love to 
hijack bold language. Flesh can be loud. Flesh can be aggressive. Flesh can be harsh. Flesh 



can be theatrical. Flesh can mistake volume for authority and rudeness for courage. So the 
moment you start talking about sons of thunder, the danger is that some fool will hear that 
and decide it gives him permission to become a religious blowhard, a bully with a Bible 
verse, or a swaggering loudmouth who thinks the Holy Ghost is measured in decibels. That 
is not what this essay is defending. Christ did not sanctify carnal rage. He did not bless 
uncontrolled temper. He did not endorse empty noise. What He did recognize was a kind of 
God-given force, urgency, intensity, courage, and severe clarity that could, under His hand, 
be turned into a mighty instrument for truth. There is a world of difference between fleshly 
noise and heavenly thunder, and the church needs to learn that difference fast. 

This essay therefore moves the study of thunder into the human side of the symbol. It asks 
what kind of spiritual quality Christ was identifying when He called James and John sons of 
thunder. It explores the fire of zeal, the urgency of conviction, the severity that truth 
sometimes requires, and the way heaven’s thunder can echo through a man without 
becoming mere fleshly theatrics. It will show that the Church today has too many soft men, 
too many polished cowards, and too many tame voices trained to offend nobody but the 
Holy Ghost. At the same time, it will show that godly thunder is not the same as carnal rage. 
True spiritual fire produces conviction, clarity, courage, gravity, and holy severity when truth 
is at stake. It does not produce vanity, cruelty, performance, or uncontrolled flesh. The sons 
of thunder matter because they remind us that Christ Himself was not trying to turn men 
into pale spiritual furniture. He was shaping voices strong enough to shake a generation. 

1. Christ Deliberately Chose the Title Sons of Thunder 

The first thing to settle is that this title was not an accident. Christ gave it. Mark 3:17 says 
He surnamed James and John “Boanerges, which is, The sons of thunder.” That means the 
title comes with the full authority of the Lord’s discernment. He was not guessing. He was 
not making a cute remark in passing. He was naming something He saw in them. He saw a 
force in those men that the image of thunder captured better than some softer expression 
ever could. Now think about that carefully. The Lord had many options if He wanted to 
flatter them, soften them, or emphasize gentleness alone. But He chose thunder. That tells 
you immediately that biblical spirituality is not defined by blandness. Christ did not call 
every strong quality in a man a defect. 

There was something in James and John that struck Him as intense, forceful, and urgent. 
They were not spiritual wallpaper. They were not background figures. They were the kind of 
men whose convictions ran hot and whose responses came with force. The Lord did not 
invent that quality in them out of nothing. He identified it and then took hold of it. That is an 
important principle. God often does not erase a man’s core force. He redeems it, directs it, 
disciplines it, and sanctifies it. The same intensity that could become destructive in the 



flesh can become mighty in the hand of Christ when it is brought under truth. Sons of 
thunder means the Lord saw raw spiritual force that could be turned toward His purpose. 

This also means the Church must stop treating all intensity as suspect. There is a kind of 
religion in this age that distrusts strength unless it is managed by corporate polish and 
branded niceness. It prefers men who sound smooth, agreeable, and perpetually safe. But 
Christ Himself named two disciples sons of thunder. That one title should make every 
effeminate version of ministry nervous. It proves the Lord is not afraid of force in a man. He 
is afraid of sin in a man. Force can be sanctified. Sin must be crucified. The title sons of 
thunder tells you Christ can take a forceful disposition and make it useful instead of 
useless. 

2. Thunder in a Man Is Not the Same as Carnal Rage 

Now the necessary correction has to come fast. A lot of men would love to hide their flesh 
under this title. They are angry, insecure, domineering, unstable, and rude, and they would 
like to baptize all that with the phrase sons of thunder. But that will not wash. Fleshly rage is 
not spiritual thunder. Carnal loudness is not zeal. Religious obnoxiousness is not boldness. 
A man can be loud because he is empty. He can be harsh because he is insecure. He can 
be confrontational because he lacks the discipline and depth to speak with holy restraint. 
The church has suffered greatly from men who mistook bad manners for backbone. Christ 
never endorsed that confusion. 

James and John themselves had to be corrected. In Luke 9:54, when a Samaritan village 
would not receive Christ, they said, “Lord, wilt thou that we command fire to come down 
from heaven, and consume them, even as Elias did?” That is thunder turned the wrong way. 
It is zeal without proper alignment. It is force running ahead of the Lord’s present purpose. 
And what did Christ do? He rebuked them. He said, “Ye know not what manner of spirit ye 
are of” (Luke 9:55). There is the lesson. A man can have fire and still need discipline. A man 
can have intensity and still misread the moment. A man can want judgment when the Lord 
is extending mercy. So sons of thunder does not mean every explosive impulse in a man is 
automatically holy. 

That distinction is crucial. Spiritual thunder is not uncontrolled eruption. It is force 
governed by truth. It is conviction harnessed to the will of God. It is courage submitted to 
divine purpose. Fleshly rage erupts because self is crossed. Holy thunder speaks because 
truth is at stake. Flesh wants to vent. Holy zeal wants to witness. Flesh seeks to dominate. 
Spiritual force seeks to obey. The church must learn that difference. Otherwise, it will either 
celebrate carnal men as prophets or reject every strong man as dangerous. Both errors are 



fatal. Christ did not want James and John neutered, but neither did He allow them to run 
wild. He corrected them so their thunder would become useful. 

3. Godly Thunder Produces Conviction and Clarity 

What then does spiritual thunder in a man actually look like? One major mark is conviction 
joined with clarity. Thunder in nature is not timid. It is decisive. It breaks across the sky with 
authority. In the spiritual realm, that kind of thunder shows up when a man speaks the truth 
plainly, directly, and unmistakably. He is not trying to fog the issue to protect himself. He is 
not whispering where God has spoken plainly. He is not dressing rebellion up in therapeutic 
language so sinners can feel sophisticated on their way to judgment. He is clear. He is 
weighty. He speaks as one under authority because he is. That is thunder in a man when 
sanctified by the Lord. 

Look at John later in life. The same John who was named a son of thunder became the 
apostle who wrote with extraordinary clarity about truth, antichrist, love, obedience, light, 
darkness, and eternal life. There is tenderness in John, yes, but there is also tremendous 
severity. “He that committeth sin is of the devil” (1 John 3:8). “If there come any unto you, 
and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house” (2 John 10). That is not mush. 
That is not religious fog. That is thunder with apostolic clarity. John did not become soft in 
the modern sentimental sense. He became sanctified. His thunder was taught to speak 
truth with divine precision instead of fleshly impulse. 

The church desperately needs that kind of clarity again. It has too many voices that 
apologize for certainty. It has too many polished cowards who specialize in tone 
management while truth bleeds out on the floor. They can speak for an hour and never say 
anything sharp enough to convict a rebel or clear enough to arm a saint. But heaven’s 
thunder does not come like that. It comes with force and definition. Godly thunder in a man 
means he is willing to make the line plain. He says what the Book says. He names the sin. 
He exalts the truth. He refuses the haze. He is not trying to win a public relations contest. 
He is trying to be faithful. 

4. Spiritual Thunder Requires Courage When Truth Is at Stake 

Another mark of sanctified thunder is courage. Thunder is not hesitant. It does not creep in 
apologetically. In the same way, when God puts thunder in a man, that man is willing to 
speak when silence would be safer for his reputation, income, friendships, or public 
approval. James and John were not the sort of men who naturally faded into the 
background. Later, James became the first apostle martyred in Acts 12, and John endured 
exile on Patmos for the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. These were not timid 



men. Their thunder did not vanish once sanctified. It grew bones. It learned endurance. It 
learned to stand under cost. 

That is the kind of courage the Church is missing. It has professionalism by the truckload. It 
has brand management, strategic messaging, platform etiquette, and emotional 
moderation workshops. What it does not have nearly enough of is men willing to take a 
stand when the stand will cost them. Too many voices are trained to speak only within 
approved limits. They are brave if the room already agrees. They are fierce if the donor base 
is secure. They are bold so long as boldness remains good for the brand. But thunder is not 
like that. Thunder does not ask the crowd whether the timing feels right. Thunder comes 
because something above the crowd has moved. 

Of course, courage alone is not enough. A heretic can be courageous. A cult leader can be 
courageous. A fanatic can be courageous. That is why courage must be married to truth. 
But once it is married to truth, it becomes one of the most necessary qualities in ministry. 
The apostles needed it. The prophets needed it. The reformers needed it. Paul had it in 
abundance. Christ Himself modeled it in perfection. And the sons of thunder remind us 
that the Lord is willing to put that kind of fire into men. Courage under truth is holy thunder. 
It is not reckless, but it is not cowardly either. It is the kind of voice that can speak while 
others hide. 

5. Holy Severity Is Different from Fleshly Theatrics 

One of the biggest confusions in this whole subject is the difference between severity and 
theatrics. Holy severity is real. The Bible has it everywhere. Prophets used it. Apostles used 
it. Christ used it. There are moments when truth must be spoken with edge because the 
thing being confronted is wicked, destructive, and dangerous. But fleshly theatrics are 
something else altogether. That is when a man learns how to perform intensity without 
actually carrying divine weight. He knows how to raise his voice, pound a pulpit, sharpen 
his phrases, and play the role of a hard man, but what he is really doing is cultivating an 
image. That is not thunder. That is noise with ego in it. 

James and John teach us that zeal needs sanctification so it does not collapse into 
theatrical flesh. Christ did not eliminate their force, but He did school it. The result was not 
weaker men. It was truer men. That is what holy severity looks like. It is not put on for effect. 
It arises because the truth at hand demands force. Christ’s rebukes to Pharisees were not 
theater. Paul’s warnings to false teachers were not branding. John’s hard lines against 
antichrist were not public performance. Those men were under the pressure of truth. They 
spoke severely because the issue was severe. That is vastly different from a man who 



craves the identity of being “the bold one” and manufactures harshness to maintain the 
part. 

The church must recover holy severity without importing fleshly theatrics. That means a 
man must care more about accuracy than impact, more about truth than persona, more 
about obedience than style. If the truth calls for tenderness, he must be tender. If the truth 
calls for sharpness, he must be sharp. If the truth calls for warning, he must warn. If it calls 
for tears, he must weep. Real thunder under God is not monotone harshness. It is force 
under righteousness. It is severity when severity is righteous. It is restraint when restraint is 
righteous. Flesh knows only how to act strong. Heaven knows how to be strong. 

6. The Church Has Too Many Soft Men and Too Few Sanctified Voices 

This point needs to be said plainly because the age demands it. The Church today has too 
many soft men. It has too many polished cowards. It has too many voices trained to sound 
refined, safe, and marketable, but not enough voices that carry biblical force. There are 
plenty of men who can host a panel, moderate a discussion, curate a tone, and smooth 
over every hard edge in the name of balance. But when truth is under attack, when false 
doctrine is spreading, when sin is being excused, when the cross is being softened, and 
when the fear of God is evaporating, those same men suddenly become vague. They know 
how to sound intelligent, but not how to thunder. 

That kind of softness is not spirituality. It is often fear wearing a tie. It is the fear of man 
polished until it looks mature. It is the desire to remain acceptable to everybody by never 
speaking with enough weight to offend the people most needing offense. But the Bible was 
not advanced by men like that. The apostles were not mild in that sense. The prophets were 
not mild in that sense. Paul was not mild in that sense. Even John, the apostle of love, was 
not mild in that sense. Love in Scripture is not spineless. Charity is not cowardice. 
Gentleness is not moral fog. There is a place for meekness, but meekness is strength under 
control, not weakness under pressure. 

That is why the sons of thunder matter for this series. They show that Christ is not building a 
church out of emotional paper men. He is not raising a generation of religious diplomats 
whose highest calling is never to sound too sure. He wants men with holy fire. Men who can 
speak with force without becoming fleshly. Men who can warn without acting. Men who 
can rebuke without vanity. Men who can cry aloud and spare not when the situation 
requires it. The Church does not need more religious upholstery. It needs more sanctified 
thunder. 

7. Heaven’s Thunder in a Man Must Be Governed by Love and Truth 



The final balance is essential. If the last few sections are read badly, a man may think the 
goal is simply to become forceful. That is not the goal. The goal is to have heaven’s thunder 
in a man governed by love and truth. James and John were not merely called to be loud. 
They were called to be disciples. Their fire had to be brought into union with Christ’s heart 
and mission. John especially proves that point. The son of thunder becomes the apostle 
who writes more deeply than anyone about divine love, yet he never loses his hard lines on 
truth. That combination is the goal. Not softness without clarity and not force without 
charity, but love and truth burning together. 

When truth is severed from love, a man becomes cruel, brittle, and self-important. When 
love is severed from truth, a man becomes sentimental, compromising, and useless. But 
when truth and love join under the Lordship of Christ, thunder becomes holy. Then a man 
can speak with force because he actually cares. He warns because souls matter. He 
rebukes because error destroys. He presses hard because eternity is real. His severity is 
not ego. It is moral burden. His conviction is not performance. It is obedience. That is what 
the Church needs. Not men addicted to conflict, but men unable to stay silent when the 
truth of God is on the line. 

This balance also protects the believer personally. Sanctified thunder is not merely for 
preachers or public voices. Every Christian needs some measure of it in the right setting. A 
father needs it in his home. A mother needs it in moral clarity. A believer needs it when 
falsehood presses against conscience. But in every case the thunder must stay under 
truth, under Scripture, under the Spirit of God, and under love for what is righteous. 
Otherwise the flesh will hijack the whole thing. Heaven’s thunder does not produce vanity. 
It produces backbone. It does not produce cruelty. It produces courage. It does not 
produce chaos. It produces witness. 

Conclusion 

The sons of thunder remind us that Christ does not despise force in a man. He is not trying 
to erase every strong quality and replace it with a polished religious blandness that never 
disturbs anyone. He named James and John after thunder because He recognized 
something in them that, once sanctified, could become mighty for truth. That should tell 
the Church at once that there is such a thing as godly fire, holy severity, spiritual urgency, 
and forceful witness that does not come from the flesh but from heaven’s own pattern. At 
the same time, Christ’s rebuke to those same men proves that not every hot impulse is 
holy. Thunder in a man must be governed, corrected, and brought under truth or it will 
become destructive. 



So the lesson of this essay is not simply “be louder.” The lesson is far deeper. Fleshly noise 
is cheap. Carnal rage is easy. Theatrics are everywhere. But true spiritual thunder is rare. It 
is conviction joined to clarity, courage joined to truth, severity joined to righteousness, and 
force joined to love. It is the kind of voice that can confront error without acting, rebuke sin 
without vanity, and speak plainly without losing the Spirit of Christ. That kind of thunder is 
desperately needed because the Church is drowning in softness, polished cowardice, and 
carefully managed irrelevance. 

May God raise up more sons of thunder in the biblical sense. Not unstable men, not 
religious bullies, not noisy performers, but sanctified voices with fire in their bones and 
truth in their mouths. Men who know when to speak softly and when to shake the room. 
Men who do not confuse kindness with compromise or severity with carnality. Men who 
fear God more than man and therefore carry a sound this timid age cannot manufacture. 
Because when the Church loses that kind of thunder, she does not become more 
Christlike. She becomes easier for the world to ignore. And when truth is at stake, being 
easy to ignore is no virtue at all. 

 

 

8 of 10: The Secret Place of Thunder - Thunder Around the Throne 

By the time a Bible believer reaches the throne scenes in Revelation, he ought to have 
already learned that thunder in Scripture is never a throwaway detail. Thunder has already 
appeared in judgment, in majesty, in battle, in divine speech, in fear, and in hidden 
meaning. But when you come to Revelation 4 and beyond, the study rises to another level 
because thunder is no longer merely attached to earthly events. It is shown proceeding 
from the throne itself. That changes everything. It means thunder does not simply belong to 
storms below. It belongs to government above. It belongs to the very atmosphere of 
heaven’s administration. It belongs to the presence of God in His manifested rule. “And out 
of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices” (Revelation 4:5). That one 
verse ought to cure a thousand weak ideas about heaven. Heaven is not sleepy. Heaven is 
not sentimental. Heaven is not a floating cloud of softness, gentle lighting, and passive 
religious mood. Heaven is alive with authority, holiness, judgment, and active government. 
The throne is not decorative. It is ruling. And thunder belongs to that rule. 

That is one reason so many modern portrayals of heaven are not merely shallow but 
blasphemously weak. Men picture heaven as though it were a softened version of earth, a 
place of spiritualized comfort where all sharpness has been removed and all terrible 
majesty has been toned down. But the Bible’s throne scenes destroy that fantasy. The 



throne of God is surrounded by living creatures full of eyes, elders falling down in worship, 
lamps of fire burning, a sea of glass before the throne, and out of that throne proceed 
lightnings, thunderings, and voices. That is not tame. That is not passive. That is not the 
religious equivalent of soft music in a waiting room. That is glory with force in it. That is 
holiness with voltage in it. That is divine government in motion. Thunder belongs there 
because thunder is a fitting earthly witness to the overwhelming force of heavenly rule. If 
thunder on earth has ever made men stop, tremble, or feel small, then thunder around the 
throne tells you that the source above is infinitely greater than the echo below. 

So this essay moves fully into Revelation’s throne scenes to show that thunder belongs not 
only to earthly judgment but to heavenly majesty, worship, and administration. Divine 
government is active, vocal, living, and terrible in beauty. The throne is not silent marble. It 
is the center of all authority. Thunder belongs to its atmosphere. That means that when 
thunder appears on earth in the rest of Scripture, it is often echoing a higher reality above. 
The storm below is not the origin. The throne above is. That is what gives this study such 
force. It anchors thunder not merely in what men hear under clouds, but in the very 
presence and rule of God Himself. Once a man sees thunder around the throne, he can 
never again reduce thunder in the Bible to mere weather, mere mood, or mere poetic 
flourish. It is tied to heaven’s own government. 

1. Thunder Around the Throne Reveals That Heaven Is Active 

The first and most obvious lesson from Revelation’s throne scenes is that heaven is active. 
Revelation 4:5 does not say the throne simply sat there in silent grandeur. It says, “And out 
of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices.” Proceeded. That is motion. 
That is activity. That is not the language of a sleeping kingdom. It is the language of an 
active administration. The throne is not a museum piece. It is not a symbolic relic. It is the 
living center of divine rule. Out of it comes voice, thunder, lightning, and authority. Heaven 
is not waiting for events to happen. Heaven is the source from which events are governed. 
Thunder in that scene proves that God’s rule is not static but dynamic, not inert but moving, 
not frozen but alive. 

That matters because so many people, even believers, can drift into a practical atheism 
where they affirm God’s sovereignty in theory but live as though heaven were distant and 
passive in practice. They know the right doctrinal words, but their mental picture of God’s 
government is weak and sleepy. They imagine heaven is there, yes, but somehow not 
intensely involved in the movements of history, judgment, worship, and providence. 
Revelation 4 corrects that immediately. The throne is alive with force. The voices speak. The 
thunderings roll. The lightnings flash. That is not inactivity. That is a realm of living authority. 



The throne is the source of all real government, and thunder is one of the signs that its 
activity is forceful enough to shake worlds. 

This also means that thunder on earth is never the highest level of the subject. Thunder on 
earth is only an echo of a greater reality. The ultimate origin is not in clouds but in the 
throne. That is what Revelation teaches. Earthly thunder may accompany judgment, battle, 
and divine visitation, but all of those things are downstream from the higher reality of a 
throne already active in authority. That should put steel into a believer’s mind. The world 
may look chaotic, but heaven is not confused. The nations may rage, but the throne is not 
nervous. Human rulers may posture, but the throne is not threatened. Thunder around the 
throne says divine government is already in motion whether earth acknowledges it or not. 

2. Thunder Around the Throne Shows That Heaven Is Vocal 

Revelation does not only mention thunderings. It joins them to voices. “And out of the 
throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices” (Revelation 4:5). That is perfectly 
consistent with what we have already seen throughout Scripture. Thunder is often tied to 
voice. But here the point is sharpened because the throne itself is shown as the source of 
voices. Heaven is not mute. The throne is not merely powerful. It is vocal. It speaks. It 
issues. It declares. It commands. It announces. It judges. Thunder around the throne 
therefore belongs to the larger truth that God’s government is not silent force alone. It is 
articulated authority. The throne rules by decree, by utterance, by word, and thunder is part 
of the atmosphere in which that word goes forth. 

This is one of the great rebukes to the modern idea that authority is only legitimate if it is 
endlessly negotiated, explained, softened, and made emotionally agreeable to the hearer. 
The throne in Revelation does not look like a focus group. It does not proceed with timid 
uncertainty. Voices proceed from it. Thunderings proceed from it. That means heaven’s 
authority is declarative. God is not polling the universe. He is ruling it. He is not waiting for 
creation to approve His tone. He is the Creator. And thunder belongs to that because 
thunder sounds like the sort of force that fits absolute authority. It is a created sign well 
suited to the vocal rule of God. 

That also helps explain why the throne scenes are so weighty in worship. Worship in 
Revelation is not a vague emotional atmosphere. It is the response of creation to a 
speaking, ruling, holy God. The elders fall down. The living creatures cry, “Holy, holy, holy.” 
Heaven is full of utterance because the throne is vocal. Thunderings fit that setting 
because heaven’s speech is not weak. It comes with weight. It comes with force. It comes 
with glory. That is why a true doctrine of worship can never be separated from a true 



doctrine of divine speech. The throne is vocal, and thunder around it tells you that the 
speech issuing from that throne carries a power beyond all created reply. 

3. Thunder Around the Throne Reveals Judicial Energy 

Thunder in Revelation’s throne scenes also reveals that heaven is not only majestic but 
judicial. There is energy in the throne, and it is moral energy. It is not vague spiritual 
brilliance. It is government charged with righteousness and judgment. This becomes 
especially clear when the same combination of voices, thunderings, lightnings, and 
earthquakes reappears later in Revelation at points where judgment is falling on the earth. 
Revelation 8:5 says that after the angel cast fire from the altar into the earth, “there were 
voices, and thunderings, and lightnings, and an earthquake.” Revelation 11:19 and 
Revelation 16:18 echo the same pattern. That repetition proves that thunder around the 
throne is not ornamental. It belongs to heaven’s judicial operations. 

This is crucial because it means heaven is not merely a place of static holiness removed 
from the moral condition of the world. Heaven is the command center of judgment. The 
throne is not only glorious. It is active in moral government. That is why thunder belongs 
there. Thunder in Scripture is often tied to judgment, warning, and visitation. When it 
appears around the throne, it shows that the source of those earthly judgments is the 
judicial life of heaven itself. The Lord is not scrambling together responses from below. The 
judgments that fall on earth come from the authority already established above. Thunder 
around the throne is one of the sounds of that authority in motion. 

That truth should shake the sentimental religion out of a reader. People love the idea of 
heaven as a place of beauty, peace, and worship, and thank God it is all of that. But it is 
also the place from which righteous judgment proceeds. The same throne before which 
saints worship is the throne from which judgments roll. The same God who is praised for 
holiness is the God who judges wickedness. Thunder around the throne keeps those truths 
together. It prevents heaven from being turned into a soft abstraction. It reminds the reader 
that beauty and judgment meet in God, and the throne radiates both. Heaven’s beauty is 
not fragile prettiness. It is terrible beauty, the beauty of holiness ruling. 

4. Thunder Around the Throne Is Part of Heaven’s Terrible Beauty 

The Bible’s throne scenes are not merely forceful. They are beautiful. But they are beautiful 
in a way this age scarcely understands. The beauty of heaven is not soft prettiness stripped 
of danger. It is terrible beauty. It is the beauty of holiness, the beauty of majesty, the beauty 
of perfect authority. Thunder belongs to that beauty because heaven is not merely lovely. It 
is overwhelming. It is not merely bright. It is holy. Revelation presents a throne that is 
dazzling and dreadful at the same time. The jasper and sardine stone, the rainbow round 



about the throne, the sea of glass, the lamps of fire, the voices, the thunderings, and the 
worshiping elders all combine into a scene of beauty with force in it. 

That is a category modern man has nearly lost. He knows how to admire polished surfaces, 
sentimental moods, and decorative aesthetics, but he does not understand beauty that 
makes him feel small. He does not understand beauty that carries authority. He does not 
understand beauty that includes judgment and glory at once. But the Bible does. The 
throne of God is beautiful because it is utterly right, utterly holy, utterly sovereign, and 
utterly alive. Thunder belongs there because thunder carries the right kind of overwhelming 
force to fit that beauty. It is not ugly violence. It is majestic power. It is beauty with weight. 

This matters for worship too. If heaven’s beauty includes thunder, then true worship on 
earth can never be reduced to emotional softness. Worship must make room for majesty, 
fear, authority, holiness, and the overwhelming character of God. The Church has often 
traded terrible beauty for sentimental atmosphere. It has replaced the fearsome glory of 
the throne with a therapeutic mood designed to keep people comfortable. But Revelation 
tears that illusion apart. Thunder around the throne tells you heaven’s beauty is not there to 
soothe rebellion. It is there to display the glory of God. And when that glory is rightly seen, it 
does not merely comfort. It overwhelms. 

5. Earthly Thunder Often Echoes a Higher Reality Above 

One of the strongest implications of this whole study is that thunder on earth is often an 
echo of something higher above. Once you see thunder proceeding from the throne, you 
begin to understand the rest of the Bible differently. Thunder in Egypt, thunder at Sinai, 
thunder in battle, thunder in judgment, thunder in the Psalms, thunder in John 12, thunder 
in Revelation 10 - all of it now appears not merely as isolated earthly events, but as 
manifestations echoing a heavenly original. The source is above. The echoes are below. 
Earthly thunder in Scripture is often not the first note but the lower-world reflection of the 
higher government of God. 

That does not mean every storm on earth is a simple one-for-one direct translation of a 
specific throne action that men can infallibly decode. Scripture does not give us that kind 
of simplistic scheme. But it does give us a theological orientation. Thunder belongs to the 
atmosphere of God’s throne. Therefore, when thunder appears in redemptive history 
attached to judgment, voice, and divine action, it is not just local weather carrying random 
significance. It is consistent with a larger heavenly reality. Earth is hearing echoes of what 
heaven is like. The lower realm is reflecting the upper one. That is why thunder can feel so 
charged in the Bible. It is not merely a sound in the air. It is a reminder that the universe is 
ruled from above. 



This thought should deepen a believer’s reading of every thunder passage. Sinai is not just 
frightening because a mountain shook. It is frightening because heaven’s holiness pressed 
into earth. Egypt is not just impressive because a storm was severe. It is impressive 
because divine rule sounded against a king. Revelation’s judgments are not just dramatic 
because the end is chaotic. They are dramatic because the throne is speaking into history. 
Thunder around the throne teaches the reader how to interpret thunder below. It is not 
independent noise. It often echoes a higher authority. The sky is reminding the earth that it 
is governed. 

6. Thunder Around the Throne Anchors Worship in Authority 

One of the striking things in Revelation is that worship and authority are never separated. 
The living creatures worship. The elders worship. The redeemed worship. But they worship 
before a throne full of force, voices, fire, and thunderings. That means worship in heaven is 
not the response to a powerless sentimental deity. It is the response to the ruling God. 
Thunder around the throne anchors worship in authority. It keeps worship from becoming 
vague religious affection detached from the government of God. Heaven does not worship 
because it finds God aesthetically interesting. Heaven worships because He is holy, 
because He created all things, because He reigns, because He judges, and because the 
throne is the center of all authority. 

That is a desperately needed correction for the church age. Much modern worship is 
rootless because it is detached from a strong doctrine of God’s throne. It emphasizes 
feeling over fear, atmosphere over authority, emotional release over reverent response. But 
Revelation does not permit that imbalance. Worship there is shot through with authority. 
The creatures cry, “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty.” The elders cast their crowns before 
the throne. Why? Because they are in the presence of absolute rule. Thunder belongs there 
because it reinforces the reality that worship is happening before a throne, not a therapist’s 
couch. God is not being appreciated. He is being adored as sovereign. 

That makes thunder around the throne pastorally important, not just prophetically 
interesting. It teaches believers what kind of God they are approaching in worship. It 
teaches them that praise is not casual. It teaches them that the One they sing to is not 
weak, not tame, and not passive. It teaches them that joy in God must be joined to 
reverence before God. Thunder around the throne gives spine to worship. It keeps worship 
from dissolving into spiritual self-expression. It reminds the saints that the song rises 
before the throne of the One from whom proceed voices, thunderings, and judgment. 

7. Thunder Around the Throne Shows That Heaven Is the Source of All Final Reality 



At the end of the day, thunder around the throne teaches a grander truth still. It teaches 
that heaven, not earth, is the source of final reality. Men live as though earth is primary and 
heaven is secondary, as though earthly events are the main thing and heavenly realities are 
interpretive add-ons. But Revelation reverses that whole perspective. The throne comes 
first. The thunderings come from there. The voices come from there. The judgments come 
from there. Earthly events are downstream. History is downstream. Nations are 
downstream. The visible realm is not the source. Heaven is. Thunder around the throne 
makes that plain because it places one of Scripture’s most forceful symbols not first in 
earthly storms, but in the center of heavenly government. 

This changes the way a believer sees everything. He stops reading history from the bottom 
up and starts reading it from the top down. He stops imagining that the visible realm 
explains itself. He realizes the real source of explanation is above. The throne is ultimate. 
The judgments of Revelation do not bubble up from earthly chaos. They descend from 
heavenly authority. The worship of heaven is not a reaction to earth’s mood. It is the proper 
response to what God is in Himself. Thunder belongs in that because thunder reminds man 
of force from above. It signals that the higher world is not decorative. It is determinative. 

And that means the most stable thing in the universe is not a nation, a market, an empire, 
an army, or a civilization. The most stable thing is the throne. Out of that throne proceed 
thunderings, voices, and lightnings because the throne is alive, ruling, and final. Earth may 
tremble, but the throne does not. Kings may rise and fall, but the throne remains. The age 
may grow darker, but the throne is not dimmed. Thunder around the throne therefore 
becomes one of the great assurances of the Bible. It tells the saint that ultimate reality is 
not in the confusion below but in the government above. And it tells the rebel that all his 
noise below cannot silence the higher thunder above. 

Conclusion 

Thunder around the throne is one of the strongest revelations in Scripture that heaven is 
not passive, not sentimental, and not tame. It is blazing with authority, holiness, worship, 
and judicial energy. Out of the throne proceed lightnings and thunderings and voices 
because the throne is the living center of all rule. That means thunder in the Bible is not 
merely a feature of earthly storms or dramatic scenes below. It belongs to the very 
atmosphere of God’s presence and administration above. Once that truth is seen, the 
whole subject of thunder deepens. Thunder on earth becomes more than local force. It 
becomes an echo of a higher government. 

This should transform the reader’s doctrine of heaven. Heaven is not sleepy. Heaven is not 
a polished still-life painting. Heaven is alive with force because God is alive, reigning, 



speaking, and judging. The throne scenes of Revelation do not give us softness without 
severity or beauty without authority. They give us terrible beauty - beauty that overwhelms 
because it is holy, ruling, and right. Thunder belongs there because thunder is one of the 
created signs most fitting to the majesty of a God whose presence cannot be reduced to 
mildness. The throne is not merely glorious. It is active. And thunder proves it. 

So let every weaker picture of heaven be thrown out. Let every sentimental reduction of 
God be rejected. Let every tame, marketable version of divine majesty be judged by the 
text. The Bible’s heaven has thunder around the throne. The Bible’s God rules from a throne 
out of which proceed voices and thunderings. The Bible’s worship falls before a throne 
blazing with authority. And the Bible’s history unfolds beneath that throne, not above it. 
That is why this essay matters in the series. It anchors thunder in the highest place possible 
- not only in storms below, but in the presence and rule of God above. And once thunder is 
seen there, every echo of it on earth starts making far more sense. 

 

 

9 of 10: The Secret Place of Thunder - The Seven Thunders and the Words John Could 
Not Write 

There are mysteries in the Bible that invite study, and there are mysteries in the Bible that 
also impose restraint. Revelation 10 gives you both at once. It does not leave the seven 
thunders in total darkness, because it tells you they uttered their voices. Yet it does not let 
you take possession of their contents, because John was commanded to seal up what they 
said and write it not. That alone makes the passage one of the most arresting in all 
Scripture. The Holy Ghost did not merely leave a blank spot in the record. He deliberately 
told you that something was spoken, that John heard it, that John understood enough to 
begin writing it, and that heaven stopped his pen. That is not accidental. That is revelation 
with a boundary line around it. That is God saying to the reader, There is more here than you 
are being given, and you will know that much without being allowed to master the rest. In a 
generation drunk on speculation, curiosity, and the illusion that every mystery exists to be 
solved by human cleverness, Revelation 10 is a hard and holy rebuke. 

By the time you come to this essay, the whole series has already done its work. Thunder in 
Scripture is not random noise. It is tied to the voice of God, the fear of God, the judgment of 
God, the intervention of God, the majesty of God, the warfare of God, and even the hidden 
side of divine communication. Thunder has appeared in Egypt, on Sinai, in battle, in the 
Psalms, around the throne, and in the language of heavenly utterance. So when Revelation 
10 says that “seven thunders uttered their voices” (Revelation 10:3), the reader should 



already know this is no meaningless sound effect. It is not atmospheric decoration. It is not 
cinematic flourish. The seven thunders are saying something. They are uttering voices. 
They are speaking in a way John can recognize and begin to record. That is what makes the 
next command so astonishing. “Seal up those things which the seven thunders uttered, 
and write them not” (Revelation 10:4). The Bible does not merely tell you there were seven 
thunders. It tells you their message was withheld. 

This essay therefore has to walk a narrow path. It must be bold enough to say everything 
Scripture permits and humble enough to stop where God stopped John. It must press the 
patterns without pretending to possess the sealed content. It must show why the seven 
thunders matter, why the command to seal them matters, and why God sometimes reveals 
the existence of a truth without granting the contents of that truth to His people in written 
form. It may also carefully examine possibilities suggested by the wider biblical pattern, 
including the thought that the seven thunders may relate to a complete cycle of divine 
judgments or world-shaking interventions. But it must do that carefully, not dogmatically, 
because the strength of this passage is not in man forcing it open. The strength is in God 
shutting the door while leaving enough light around the frame to teach us reverence. The 
seven thunders are powerful partly because we are not allowed to own them. They are one 
of the clearest proofs in Scripture that God remains Lord over revelation itself. 

1. The Seven Thunders Must Be Read in Light of the Whole Bible Pattern 

The first thing that has to be stated is that Revelation 10 does not appear in a vacuum. If 
you take the seven thunders as an isolated oddity, you will either trivialize them or 
sensationalize them. But if you read them after tracing thunder through the rest of 
Scripture, a much stronger and more grounded picture emerges. Thunder in the Bible has 
already been shown to be connected to divine speech, as in Job 37 and Psalm 29. It has 
been tied to fear and holiness at Sinai. It has been used in judgment against Egypt and 
rebellious Israel. It has functioned in battle where the Lord thunders upon His enemies. It 
has appeared around the throne in Revelation as part of the atmosphere of divine 
government. So by the time seven thunders appear in Revelation 10, the reader already 
knows thunder in Scripture belongs to the realm of divine utterance, intervention, and 
judgment. 

That matters because it immediately rules out the shallow reading that treats the seven 
thunders as merely dramatic noise. The text itself says they “uttered their voices.” That 
expression fits everything the Bible has already taught. Thunder is often linked with voice. 
God thundereth with the voice of His excellency. The voice of His thunder is in the heaven. 
The God of glory thundereth. All of that prepares you to recognize that Revelation 10 is not 
suddenly using thunder in some empty theatrical way. The seven thunders are speaking in 



a mode consistent with the whole biblical pattern. They belong to divine communication. 
They belong to the language of heaven breaking into the world. 

This also means the passage cannot be read with modern casualness. A lot of people 
approach Revelation like a puzzle board for end-times hobbyists, but the Holy Ghost did 
not write it for entertainment. When the seven thunders utter their voices, the reader 
should feel the accumulated force of every earlier thunder passage in Scripture. Judgment, 
fear, throne, majesty, hidden meaning, divine speech, holy interruption - all of that stands 
behind this moment. So the first rule of interpretation here is simple: read the seven 
thunders as the culmination of the biblical thunder theme, not as an isolated curiosity. That 
keeps the study grounded and prevents foolish speculation from outrunning revelation. 

2. The Seven Thunders Uttered Real Voices, Not Empty Sound 

The text is explicit. Revelation 10:3 says that when the mighty angel cried with a loud voice, 
“seven thunders uttered their voices.” Revelation 10:4 repeats it: “when the seven thunders 
had uttered their voices, I was about to write.” That language should settle the matter that 
something intelligible was communicated. John did not hear mere rumbling. He heard 
enough content to know that it ought to be written down. The seven thunders were not 
simply loud. They were articulate. They uttered voices. Whatever exactly they said, they 
said something. The passage itself insists on that point. 

That fact is immensely important because it tells you the mystery of Revelation 10 is not 
whether the thunders meant anything. The mystery is what they said and why God withheld 
the transcript. Some readers approach the passage as though the thunders are just part of 
the scene-setting, but John’s reaction proves otherwise. He was about to write. The apostle 
who had already been receiving and recording a vast prophetic revelation recognized this 
utterance as belonging in the written record. He did not merely marvel at the sound. He 
moved toward inscription. That means the seven thunders crossed the threshold from 
impressive phenomenon into meaningful revelation. 

This ought to humble the reader right away. There is a truth here that God let John hear and 
understand in some real sense, yet forbade him to put into the written text. That means the 
existence of the truth is revealed, but its verbal contents are withheld. God has not left us 
with total ignorance, but neither has He granted us possession. The reader therefore stands 
in an unusual place. He knows enough to know that a message was spoken, but not 
enough to reproduce it. That is one of the rarest forms of biblical mystery - a withheld 
utterance that Scripture openly acknowledges but does not deliver. 

3. God Sometimes Reveals the Existence of a Truth Without Giving the Contents 



This pattern may trouble modern readers because they assume revelation exists to satisfy 
curiosity exhaustively. But the Bible shows again and again that God reveals selectively and 
sovereignly. He tells men what He wills, when He wills, how He wills, and to the extent He 
wills. Sometimes He reveals the fact that a matter exists without disclosing all its 
particulars. Deuteronomy 29:29 says, “The secret things belong unto the LORD our God: 
but those things which are revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever.” Revelation 
10 is a perfect illustration of that principle. The fact that the seven thunders spoke is 
revealed. The content of what they said remains among the secret things. 

This is not divine teasing. It is divine lordship. God is not obligated to feed every appetite for 
hidden knowledge. He is not a specimen under the microscope of human inquiry. He is 
Lord. When He reveals a truth, He does so by grace. When He withholds a truth, He does so 
in wisdom. The Church is not weakened by that arrangement. It is put in its proper place by 
it. Revelation 10 therefore becomes a training ground in reverence. It reminds the believer 
that the written record is perfect, sufficient, and authoritative for what God intended it to 
contain, but that God is still free to know, say, and govern beyond what He has chosen to 
place in man’s hand. 

That matters especially in an age that is obsessed with “secret knowledge.” Religious pride 
loves what feels hidden and elite. It wants special access. It wants what others do not 
have. It wants to claim insights nobody else can check. But Revelation 10 closes the door 
on that whole spirit. The passage does not encourage wild claims about private access to 
the seven thunders. It forbids them. If John, the revelator himself, was commanded not to 
write what he heard, then no modern religious showman has any business pretending to 
know it. The right response is not esoteric boasting. The right response is submission. God 
revealed that there is a sealed utterance, and that is all you are authorized to say with 
certainty. 

4. The Sealing of the Seven Thunders Teaches Restraint in Interpretation 

One of the strengths of this passage is that it forces the Bible believer to practice 
interpretive restraint. There are many areas in Scripture where we are invited to compare 
passage with passage, press the doctrine, and arrive at strong conclusions. But here the 
text itself erects a fence. John hears, begins to write, and is interrupted by heaven. That 
interruption ought to echo down through every future attempt to explain the passage. It is 
as though God says, You may know this much - that the seven thunders spoke - but you 
may not possess the words themselves. That command becomes a built-in limit on every 
interpreter’s reach. 



That means faithfulness in handling Revelation 10 does not consist in sounding impressive. 
It consists in honoring the seal. There is nothing spiritual about pretending certainty where 
God imposed silence. There is nothing bold about claiming exact knowledge of what was 
intentionally withheld. In fact, one of the best marks of serious Bible study is knowing when 
not to overstep. The flesh loves bold speculation because it gains attention. But the Holy 
Ghost values obedience. If the text says seal it, then the interpreter must feel the force of 
that seal in his own method. He may trace the patterns around the passage. He may 
describe the biblical background of thunder. He may consider possibilities suggested by 
the wider scriptural framework. But he may not speak as though the sealed content had 
been unsealed for him. 

That kind of restraint is not weakness. It is strength. It tells the reader that the Bible is not 
being manipulated to support every imaginative theory that enters a man’s head. It also 
preserves the power of the mystery itself. The seven thunders are startling precisely 
because they were heard and not recorded. If a man rushes in with confident inventions, he 
actually weakens the text. He replaces holy silence with human chatter. Revelation 10 
deserves better than that. It deserves reverence. It deserves patience. It deserves an 
interpreter who is willing to say, Here is what God has shown plainly, here are the patterns 
that shed light, and here is where the seal remains. 

5. The Number Seven Suggests Fullness, But the Fullness Is Still Hidden 

Now we come to one of the legitimate areas of careful inference. The seven thunders are 
seven. In Scripture, seven often signifies completion, fullness, or a complete cycle within 
God’s ordering of things. Seven churches, seven seals, seven trumpets, seven vials, seven 
Spirits, seven stars - Revelation itself is saturated with that number as a sign of fullness in 
divine arrangement. So it is not reckless to observe that the seven thunders likely signify 
not random utterances but a complete or full body of something. The number itself 
suggests totality or completeness in whatever category is being expressed. 

That observation becomes even more suggestive when paired with everything thunder has 
meant in the series so far. Thunder has been linked with divine voice, judgment, war, 
intervention, and throne activity. So when seven thunders utter their voices, a grounded 
interpreter may reasonably say this probably points to a complete body of heavenly 
utterance related to the kinds of things thunder elsewhere signifies - divine judgment, 
decree, intervention, or world-shaking action. That is not the same thing as claiming exact 
contents. It is simply reading the symbol in light of its biblical context and numerical 
framework. 



But even here, caution remains necessary. Seven may suggest fullness, but the fullness is 
still sealed. You are allowed to notice the pattern, not to break open the lock. You may say 
the number seven points toward completeness. You may say thunder in Scripture is often 
associated with judgment and divine utterance. You may therefore infer that the seven 
thunders likely represent a complete body of divine utterance of some grave significance. 
But you may not say, “Therefore they are precisely these seven events,” as though God 
forgot to reveal what He intentionally withheld. The number helps orient the reader. It does 
not authorize dogmatism about the contents. 

6. The Seven Thunders May Relate to a Full Pattern of Divine Judgments or World-
Shaking Interventions 

This is where careful theory may be mentioned without being imposed. Because thunder in 
Scripture is so repeatedly connected with divine judgment, visitation, battle, and 
intervention, it is not unreasonable to explore whether the seven thunders may relate to a 
complete pattern of judgments or world-shaking acts of God. Some have seen them simply 
as additional judgments within Revelation’s future framework. Others have wondered 
whether the language hints at a broader pattern of divine interventions beyond what is 
openly listed. Since thunder has already been associated in Scripture with the shaking of 
nations, the breaking of armies, the visitation of lands, and the voices around the throne, 
the possibility that the seven thunders concern a complete cycle of divine judgments is 
certainly plausible as a theory. 

This line of thought becomes especially interesting because Revelation 10 stands at a 
dramatic point in the book. The mighty angel descends. He cries with a loud voice as when 
a lion roareth. The seven thunders answer. An oath is sworn concerning delay and the 
finishing of the mystery of God. All of that atmosphere suggests something of immense 
prophetic gravity. It would not be strange if the seven thunders belonged to the final settling 
of God’s dealings with the earth, whether by announcing, summarizing, or relating to a 
fullness of judgment still under divine reserve. The entire scene is charged with finality, 
authority, and impending completion. That makes a judgment-related interpretation 
thematically reasonable. 

But again, theory must stay theory. This is the place where many writers lose their footing. 
They start with a legitimate observation and end in a manufactured certainty. The better 
path is to say this: Scripture strongly suggests that the seven thunders belong to a 
complete body of significant divine utterance, and the broader biblical use of thunder 
makes a relation to judgment or world-shaking intervention quite plausible. Beyond that, 
the text remains sealed. That kind of statement honors both boldness and restraint. It 



follows the pattern hard enough to be meaningful, yet stops short of impersonating 
revelation. 

7. The Seven Thunders Magnify the Sovereignty of God Over Revelation Itself 

At the deepest level, the seven thunders are not merely about hidden content. They are 
about who owns revelation. God does. The passage is a profound reminder that revelation 
is not a human right but a divine gift. John was an inspired apostle in the very act of 
receiving prophetic disclosure, yet even he was checked by heaven. He could not write 
merely because he had heard. He could not publish merely because he had understood. 
The authority to reveal and the authority to withhold both belonged to God. That is one of 
the great theological lessons of the passage. The Lord is sovereign not only over history and 
judgment, but over the disclosure of truth itself. 

That should produce tremendous reverence in the reader. We often think of revelation 
mainly in terms of content, but Revelation 10 forces you to think in terms of control. God 
controls what is given, what is withheld, what is spoken, what is written, and what remains 
sealed. That is the opposite of the modern spirit, which treats information as something to 
be acquired, owned, and distributed at will. In the kingdom of God, even truth remains 
under the kingship of God. He is not only the author of revelation. He is its governor. The 
seven thunders exist in Scripture to remind the Church that God can disclose a mystery 
enough to make it known and still refuse to place it in man’s hands. 

This makes the passage spiritually healthy for the believer. It trains him to love what is 
revealed without becoming arrogant about what is hidden. It trains him to search the 
Scriptures diligently while refusing the pride that thinks every sealed thing must be forced 
open. It teaches him that obedience sometimes means reverent silence where curiosity 
wants speech. In that way, the seven thunders are not only a mystery to be studied. They 
are a discipline to be learned. They teach the reader to bow before the God who speaks and 
the God who seals, the God who reveals and the God who withholds, the God whose 
sovereignty extends even to the words John could not write. 

Conclusion 

The seven thunders of Revelation 10 stand as one of the most powerful mysteries in all 
Scripture because they are not total silence and not full disclosure, but something in 
between. They uttered their voices. John heard them. John understood enough to begin 
writing. Then heaven stopped him and sealed the matter. That means the passage reveals 
the existence of a truth without granting the contents of that truth. It tells the reader there is 
more than he has been given, and it tells him that God intends to keep it that way. In an age 
addicted to speculation and self-appointed secret knowledge, that is a desperately needed 



lesson. Not every utterance from heaven is meant to be possessed by man. Sometimes the 
revelation is that there is a sealed thing. 

At the same time, the whole biblical pattern of thunder keeps the passage from becoming 
meaningless. Thunder in Scripture has already been tied to divine voice, divine judgment, 
divine intervention, divine majesty, and divine government. So the seven thunders are not 
empty atmospheric noise. They belong to the same field of meaning. The number seven 
suggests completeness. The context suggests enormous prophetic gravity. It is therefore 
reasonable to see in them a complete body of divine utterance of profound significance, 
likely related in some way to judgment, intervention, or the finishing of God’s purposes. But 
the seal remains. The theory may be carefully explored. The contents may not be 
confidently claimed. 

That is the beauty of the passage. Its power lies in restraint as much as in boldness. It 
invites the reader to see the pattern without violating the seal. It presses him to 
acknowledge the seriousness of what was spoken while admitting he does not own the 
transcript. It magnifies God not only as the one who speaks, but as the one who governs 
speech. And it prepares the way for the final essay in this series by leaving the reader where 
Revelation 10 itself leaves him - in awe, in humility, and in the fear of a God who can let a 
man know that heaven has spoken and still reserve to Himself the words John could not 
write. 

 

 

10 of 10: The Secret Place of Thunder - When the Last Thunder Falls 

By the time you reach the end of this series, one thing ought to be fixed in your mind beyond 
argument: thunder in Scripture is never just noise. It is not decorative weather. It is not 
cinematic atmosphere. It is not a poetic flourish dropped into the text to give a verse more 
color. Thunder in the Bible has been tied to the voice of God, the holiness of God, the 
judgment of God, the warfare of God, the throne of God, the mystery of God, and the fear of 
God. It has rolled over Egypt, sounded at Sinai, broken into battle, shaken prophets, 
surrounded the throne, and uttered voices John himself was forbidden to record. So when 
we come now to the end of the matter, the final lesson is not hard to see. Thunder in 
Scripture ultimately points beyond every single scene in the past to the God who will have 
the last word in history. Men may talk over Him for a while. Nations may legislate against 
Him. Cultures may mock Him. Churches may soften Him. Scholars may explain Him away. 
Rebels may defy Him. But none of them will get the last word. The last word belongs to the 
throne, and when the last thunder falls, every other voice will die in the silence that follows. 



That is the delusion of the modern world. It believes history is moving toward endless 
human progress, endless technological mastery, endless psychological refinement, 
endless political evolution, endless self-definition, endless rebellion baptized as liberation, 
and endless escape from the old claims of God. Man thinks he is advancing beyond the 
need to fear judgment. He imagines that because he can manipulate matter, digitize 
knowledge, extend comfort, and multiply communication, he has somehow risen above 
accountability. He talks as though he can outgrow God, outthink God, or simply drown God 
out with enough noise. But the Bible says the exact opposite. Mankind is not moving toward 
emancipation from divine authority. It is moving toward divine interruption. It is moving 
toward final reckoning. It is moving toward the day when heaven speaks in a way no press 
conference, no government, no weapon system, no media machine, and no human 
philosophy will be able to answer. The last thunder is coming, and when it does, the world 
will discover that all its boasting was only the chatter of creatures living on borrowed time. 

So this final essay gathers the whole series into one prophetic and practical warning. 
Thunder in Scripture is not merely retrospective. It is anticipatory. It warns. It foreshadows. 
It points forward. It tells the reader that the God who has thundered before will thunder 
again, not necessarily in the exact same visible ways on every occasion, but certainly in the 
same moral authority and sovereign force. This essay will tie together judgment, throne, 
voice, shaking, wrath, and final accountability. It will press home that the universe is not 
drifting toward a self-authored future, but toward a moment where the God of heaven 
closes the argument. The modern world’s delusion is that it can silence God or escape 
Him. The Bible’s answer is thunder. The day is coming when the heavens will speak 
decisively, and every rebel that refused to bow willingly will be left speechless under the 
final authority of the One whose voice no man can overrule. 

1. All the Thunder in Scripture Points to a Final Word from God 

When you look back over the whole biblical witness, thunder keeps appearing at decisive 
moments. It is there in Egypt when God judges a proud king. It is there at Sinai when 
holiness descends in law and terror. It is there in battle when God scatters enemies. It is 
there in the Psalms where the God of glory thundereth. It is there in Job where God 
thundereth with the voice of His excellency. It is there around the throne in Revelation. It is 
there in the sealed mystery of the seven thunders. None of that is accidental. The repetition 
itself is preaching. It is teaching the reader to associate thunder with divine interruption, 
divine authority, and divine speech that breaks into history from above. So by the time the 
Bible closes, thunder has become one of the great warning signals that God is not silent, 
not passive, and not absent from the affairs of men. 



That means thunder is not only about what God has done. It is also about what God will yet 
do. Every prior thunder in Scripture prepares the mind for a final divine answer to the 
rebellion of the world. The Lord has spoken before. He has judged before. He has 
interrupted before. He has shaken things before. Therefore, the idea that He will one day 
have the final word is not a leap. It is the most natural conclusion in the world if you believe 
the Book. The thunder passages are all telling you that God does not surrender the field to 
human noise. He enters it. He breaks in. He reminds men that history is not sealed off from 
heaven. And if He has done that repeatedly across the biblical record, then the last great 
reckoning should not surprise anyone paying attention. 

This is one reason the modern world is so foolish in its confidence. It reads history as 
though all the interruptions are over and man is now in the mature phase of self-rule. But 
the Bible says the interruptions were never merely historical curiosities. They were 
warnings. They were previews. They were samples of a greater reckoning still to come. The 
thunder that rolled before was not only for the generation that heard it. It was also written 
for ours, so that we would know the character of the God with whom we have to do. He 
speaks. He judges. He shakes. He interrupts. He will have the last word. And every thunder 
that came before is a witness that the final one is no fantasy. 

2. History Is Moving Toward Divine Interruption, Not Endless Human Progress 

One of the most poisonous lies ever told to modern man is the lie of endless progress. He 
has been taught to think history is basically a staircase upward, with humanity gradually 
outgrowing superstition, religion, divine authority, and moral absolutes as it marches into a 
self-directed future. The Bible shatters that myth. Scripture does not present history as an 
upward glide into human mastery. It presents history as the arena of a fallen race moving 
toward judgment, punctuated by divine interventions, warnings, chastisements, and 
providential restraints until the final day when God openly settles the matter. Thunder 
belongs to that biblical view because thunder is the sound of interruption. It is the sound 
that tells man his smooth narrative of self-advancement can be broken at any time by the 
God he has ignored. 

That does not mean there are no temporary advances in knowledge, technology, or 
comfort. Of course there are. But progress in tools is not progress in righteousness. Speed 
is not sanctity. Information is not wisdom. Convenience is not holiness. A civilization can 
become more sophisticated in machinery while becoming more savage in soul. The 
modern world has multiplied its powers and shrunk its conscience. It can communicate 
globally and still call evil good. It can engineer wonders and still celebrate abominations. It 
can cure one disease while spreading ten moral plagues. That is not progress in the biblical 



sense. That is refined rebellion. And refined rebellion is still rebellion. Thunder in Scripture 
warns such a world that God is not impressed by polished wickedness. 

So the closing message of this series must strike that delusion directly. Mankind is not 
climbing beyond God. It is marching toward an encounter with God. The end of history is 
not man crowned in autonomous glory. The end of history is Christ reigning, the nations 
judged, the books opened, and every mouth stopped. Thunder belongs to that truth 
because thunder keeps reminding the reader that heaven can still break the story open. 
The last thunder will not affirm human progress. It will expose human pride. It will show 
that history did not belong to the engineers of Babel, the planners of empire, the managers 
of culture, or the architects of rebellion. It belonged all along to the God whose voice can 
still shake heaven and earth. 

3. The Throne, Not the Nations, Determines the Final Outcome 

One of the central lessons of Revelation is that the throne comes first. Before you see 
beasts, judgments, seals, trumpets, or vials, you see the throne. Before the earth’s final 
convulsions are described, heaven’s government is shown. That order matters. It means 
the final outcome of history is not determined from the bottom up by the nations, but from 
the top down by the throne. Thunder around that throne makes the point even sharper. 
Voices, thunderings, and lightnings proceed from the throne because the rule of God is 
active, living, and already in motion. The nations may rage and imagine vain things, but they 
do so under a government they cannot overthrow. The last thunder will not be the triumph 
of chaos. It will be the manifestation of control. 

That is why believers must not read history with the newspaper in one hand and despair in 
the heart. The world loves to act as though everything hangs on elections, wars, alliances, 
economies, and social movements. But the Bible keeps dragging the reader upward. It says 
look again. Above all of that there is a throne. And out of that throne proceed the sounds of 
authority. The throne is not reacting nervously to the madness of earth. It is governing the 
timing, the limits, the judgments, and the conclusion. That is what gives thunder its final 
significance. It is not merely a reaction to events below. It is an echo of authority above. The 
nations do not determine whether God gets the last word. The throne determines when the 
nations are silenced. 

This should both comfort and terrify, depending on the hearer. It comforts the believer 
because it means evil is not ultimate. No empire is final, no antichrist spirit is sovereign, no 
persecution is outside the government of God, and no faithful saint is forgotten. But it 
terrifies the rebel because it means all his defiance has been occurring under a throne he 
cannot unseat. He may curse heaven now, but he cannot vote it out. He may legislate 



wickedness now, but he cannot legislate away the day of wrath. He may outnumber the 
righteous now, but he cannot outrule the throne. The last thunder will prove that with 
terrifying clarity. What the nations could not admit willingly, they will be forced to know 
when the God of heaven closes the age under His own authority. 

4. The Last Thunder Will Leave Every Rebel Speechless 

There is a reason thunder is such a fitting sign of final reckoning. It overwhelms speech. It 
interrupts conversation. It imposes itself. It does not wait politely for silence. It creates 
silence. In the same way, when the last word of God falls in history, all the rebel speeches 
of man will be done. Every argument against God, every blasphemy, every intellectual 
sneer, every proud slogan, every boast of autonomy, every polished denial, every self-
justifying speech, every ideological anthem, and every courtroom of human opinion will 
come to nothing. Romans 3:19 says that “every mouth may be stopped, and all the world 
may become guilty before God.” Thunder is the kind of biblical image that fits that moment 
perfectly. It is the sound of a higher authority overwhelming every lesser claim. 

The modern world is full of talk. Endless talk. Men talk against God in classrooms, in 
parliaments, in media, in pulpits, in courts, and online. They talk as though the matter is 
still open for revision. They talk as though God is the one on trial and man is the judge. They 
talk as though endless human language can drown out the claims of heaven. But one day 
all that noise will run headlong into the voice that cannot be answered. The final thunder of 
heaven will not invite debate. It will end it. The rebel will not be able to hide behind irony, 
education, politics, or popularity. The day is coming when the air itself, so to speak, will 
side openly with the throne, and every mouth that mocked will be shut. 

That is one reason preaching still matters. The preacher is not merely offering ideas into a 
marketplace of opinions. He is warning men before the silence falls. He is telling them now, 
while there is still time to hear and repent, that the argument will not go on forever. This is 
why the fear of God is so absent in our age - men believe speech itself gives them power. 
They believe that if they can keep talking, redefining, spinning, and reframing, they can 
avoid final reality. But thunder in Scripture says no. There comes a point where words from 
below are drowned out by authority from above. And the wise man gets quiet before that 
day arrives. 

5. The Last Thunder Means Final Accountability, Not Endless Escape 

Another lie of the age is that man can somehow escape accountability. If he cannot silence 
God, he will at least outmaneuver Him. He will die into nothingness, dissolve into 
abstraction, redefine morality, reinterpret judgment, or hide in some sentimental doctrine 
that empties the wrath of God of all real force. But Scripture will not allow that. Hebrews 



9:27 says, “it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.” Revelation 
does not end with evasion. It ends with books opened, the dead judged, and every man 
receiving according to his works. Thunder belongs in that framework because thunder in 
Scripture is repeatedly joined with warning, visitation, and reckoning. The last thunder 
therefore points to the end of escape routes. 

This is where the practical edge of the essay must cut. There are people reading, listening, 
living, and breathing right now as though there will never be a final accounting. They 
assume tomorrow will look enough like today for them to keep postponing repentance. 
They assume mercy means immunity. They assume because lightning has not struck yet, 
judgment never will. But the Bible treats that assumption as suicidal foolishness. God’s 
patience is real, but it is not permission. His delay is merciful, but it is not surrender. The 
last thunder means the door will not stay open forever. There is a final reckoning coming, 
and every sinner will meet not the god of his imagination, but the God of Scripture. 

This also applies to believers in a different way. The saved are not under condemnation, 
thank God, but they are still accountable. We must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ. The fear of God remains relevant because grace does not abolish holiness. Thunder 
in Scripture should not drive the saint into terror of losing salvation, but it absolutely should 
drive him out of casual living. It should remind him that the God who saved him is still the 
God whose voice shakes worlds. The coming reckoning is not only for the lost dead at the 
great white throne. The whole moral structure of the universe is moving toward 
manifestation. The last thunder means nothing done in history escapes the government of 
God. 

6. The Final Reckoning Will Vindicate the Fear of God 

For much of history, the fear of God has been mocked as primitive, unhealthy, oppressive, 
or unnecessary. The world calls it darkness. The flesh calls it harshness. Religious 
sentimentalists call it legalism. But the Bible calls it wisdom. “The fear of the LORD is the 
beginning of wisdom” (Psalm 111:10). One day the whole universe will discover that those 
who feared God were not the fools after all. They were the sane ones. They were the ones 
living in line with reality. The final reckoning will vindicate the fear of God because it will 
show that all the warnings were true. The thunder was not overdone. The judgments were 
not exaggerations. The throne was not symbolic in the weak sense. God was exactly who 
Scripture said He was all along. 

That vindication matters deeply because believers today are often pressured to be 
embarrassed by the stronger parts of biblical truth. They are told to soften judgment, soften 
wrath, soften hell, soften holiness, soften fear, soften finality, and soften every line that 



makes man feel small before God. But the end of the age will not reward that softening. It 
will expose it. When the last thunder falls, the men who sounded the alarm from Scripture 
will not look extreme. They will look accurate. The men who trembled at the Word will not 
look unstable. They will look wise. The men who feared God more than public opinion will 
not look narrow. They will look like men who understood reality better than the age did. 

That should strengthen the saints right now. Do not be ashamed of fearing God in a world 
that laughs at it. Do not be ashamed of preaching final accountability in a culture devoted 
to denial. Do not be ashamed of warning men that the throne is real, the judgment is real, 
and the last word belongs to heaven. The world will not laugh forever. One day its laughter 
will rot in its throat. One day the whole system of pride, mockery, self-exaltation, and 
theological rebellion will be exposed under the authority it despised. The fear of God will be 
vindicated publicly, and thunder is one of the great biblical signs that such vindication is 
not only possible but certain. 

7. The Right Response Now Is to Fear God, Believe His Word, and Be Ready 

If this whole series ends in speculation, it has failed. If it ends merely in admiration for a 
biblical theme, it has fallen short. The right ending is practical. Fear God. Believe His Word. 
Be ready. That is where all the thunder passages should drive the reader. Thunder is not 
there to satisfy curiosity. It is there to awaken conscience. It is there to remind men that 
God is real, holy, ruling, speaking, judging, and not to be trifled with. The final thunder 
therefore calls for a present response. If you are lost, flee to Jesus Christ now. Do not wait 
for the day when the voice from heaven is no longer warning but sentencing. The Savior 
offered in mercy today is the same Lord before whom rebels will stand speechless 
tomorrow. 

If you are saved, then live like a man who actually believes the throne is real. Stop treating 
holy things casually. Stop playing games with sin. Stop drifting through the days as though 
God’s government were a theoretical doctrine instead of the structure of reality itself. Walk 
in the fear of God. Speak the truth while there is still time. Preach the gospel while the age 
still has breath in it. Warn the lost. Encourage the saints. Keep your eye on the throne and 
not merely on the chaos below. The final thunder should produce sobriety, urgency, and 
steadiness in the believer. It should burn off triviality. It should put iron in the spine. 

And for the Church collectively, this is a call to recover prophetic sanity. We are not here to 
entertain a doomed culture into liking us. We are here to bear witness before the last 
thunder falls. We are here to tell the truth plainly while mercy is still being offered. We are 
here to remind men that heaven is not asleep and the Judge is not absent. The practical use 
of this whole theme is simple and severe. Fear God now while there is still room for 



repentance. Believe His Word now while the offer of grace still stands. Be ready now before 
the heavens speak in a way no man will be able to ignore. 

Conclusion 

The final lesson of thunder in Scripture is that God will have the last word in history. Not 
Pharaoh. Not Caesar. Not modern man. Not the experts, the rebels, the empires, the 
ideologues, the prophets of progress, or the architects of rebellion. The God of glory 
thundereth, and one day all creation will know in full what the Bible has been saying all 
along. Every earlier thunder in Scripture was a warning, an echo, a sign, a foreshadowing. 
Egypt heard it. Sinai heard it. Battlefields heard it. Prophets heard it. John heard it. The 
throne itself is surrounded by it. All of that points forward to the day when divine 
interruption becomes final reckoning and heaven’s last word falls on a world that mistook 
God’s patience for permanent silence. 

That day will expose every lie of the modern age. It will expose the delusion of endless 
progress. It will expose the fantasy that man can outgrow God. It will expose the cowardice 
of churches that softened truth to remain acceptable. It will expose the arrogance of 
philosophers who put God in the dock. It will expose the emptiness of every voice that 
mocked judgment while living under borrowed mercy. And it will vindicate the Word of God 
completely. The throne will stand. The rebel will fall silent. The righteous Judge will be seen 
as righteous. The fear of God will be shown to have been wisdom all along. 

So let this final essay stand where the whole series was always headed. Fear God. Believe 
His Book. Trust Jesus Christ. Get right while there is time. Live in the light of the throne, not 
the noise of the age. Because the heavens are not done speaking. The last thunder has not 
yet fallen. But when it does, every argument will be over, every disguise will be gone, and 
every soul will know that the God men tried to ignore was never absent for one second. He 
was ruling all along, and He still is. 

 

 

Series Conclusion - The Secret Place of Thunder 

As this series closes, the great truth that has emerged again and again is this: thunder in 
Scripture is never empty. It is never mere atmosphere. It is never just weather in the 
background of a Bible story. Thunder belongs to the language of divine weight. It belongs to 
the voice of God, the holiness of God, the judgment of God, the throne of God, the warfare 
of God, the fear of God, and even the hidden side of God’s communication. From Egypt to 
Sinai, from the battlefield to the Psalms, from the sons of thunder to the seven thunders 



John could not write, the Bible has shown that thunder is one of the Lord’s chosen signs 
that heaven is active, speaking, ruling, and not to be ignored. Every appearance of thunder 
in Scripture pushes against the shallow idea that God is distant, passive, tame, or 
irrelevant. Thunder tells the truth. It tells us that the God of the Bible still interrupts, still 
governs, still warns, still judges, and still makes His presence known in ways that leave 
man small and accountable. 

This is why understanding thunder biblically matters so much. It brings back weight where 
this generation has embraced lightness. It brings back fear where the modern church has 
cultivated casualness. It brings back majesty where religion has become sentimental. It 
brings back authority where man has tried to enthrone himself. And it brings back the 
throne itself as the true center of all reality. Thunder in Scripture reminds us that the world 
is not governed finally by men below but by God above. Nations may boast, cultures may 
mock, churches may compromise, and sinners may delay repentance, but the throne is 
still there, and out of that throne proceed voices and thunderings and lightnings. The same 
God who thundered before will yet have the final word. That means the true lesson of this 
series is not simply to admire a biblical symbol, but to stand in proper awe of the God who 
gave it. 

So let this conclusion serve as both a summary and a warning. The secret place of thunder 
is not just a theme to study. It is a call to reverence. It is a call to fear God, believe His Word, 
reject the softness of this age, and live as those who know heaven is real and the throne is 
active. It is a call to stop explaining away the force of divine revelation and to start hearing 
the Bible with the seriousness it deserves. And above all, it is a call to be ready. Because 
thunder in Scripture has always pointed beyond itself to the God who speaks, and one day 
that voice will close history with absolute authority. The wise man learns to bow now. The 
wise man learns to tremble now. The wise man learns to believe now. For when the final 
thunder falls, the argument will be over, the throne will stand vindicated, and every soul will 
know that the God who thundered in His Word was telling the truth all along. 

 


