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The Anatomy of Stubbornness - Series Introduction 

Stubbornness is one of those sins people try to dress up so it will be socially acceptable. In 

polite company it becomes “strong-willed,” “independent,” “hard to persuade,” or “not easily 

moved.” Folks will even brag about it like it is backbone, as if refusing to bend is the same thing 

as refusing to bow. But the Bible does not flatter it, and God does not rename it to make it 

easier to swallow. Scripture treats stubbornness as rebellion in slow motion, the will locking up 

against rightful authority until the heart becomes its own god. That is why the Lord ties it to 

witchcraft, idolatry, stiffnecked pride, and hardness of heart. In God’s eyes, stubbornness is not 

a harmless personality trait, it is a spiritual posture, and if it goes unjudged it will carry a man 

from simple refusal into full-blown ruin. 

This series is called The Anatomy of Stubbornness because the Bible does not merely condemn 

stubbornness, it dissects it. It shows where it starts, how it grows, what it feeds on, and what it 

always produces. It shows stubbornness in the home, where the first government is tested, and 

it shows it in the nation, where people with religious history still refuse to obey. It shows 

stubbornness in the polished form, where a man like Saul talks about the Lord while editing the 

Lord’s command, and it shows it in the blatant form, where the stiff neck will not turn even after 

God sends help, warnings, and deliverance. It exposes the stubborn way that repeats sin after 

mercy, the stubborn generation that “set not their heart aright” (Psalm 78:8), and the stubborn 

spirit that resists correction until correction feels like an insult. It does not let a man hide behind 

excuses, because stubbornness always has a religious cloak ready, always a “reason,” always a 

spiritual-sounding explanation for why obedience must be delayed, adjusted, or avoided. 

The goal of this study is not to win an argument, it is to save a soul from the momentum of self-

will. Stubbornness is dangerous because it develops speed. What begins as “I will not” can 

become “I cannot,” not because God stopped being able to help, but because the heart 

hardened itself into incapacity. The Bible warns, “Today if ye will hear his voice, harden not your 

hearts” (Hebrews 3:7-8), because delayed obedience is one of the devil’s favorite doorways into 

permanent hardness. This series will force the issue down to the real battleground, not 

personality, not preference, not upbringing, not temperament, but the will. Who rules? Who 

decides? Who gets the final word? Because the moment a man insists on being his own 



authority, he has stepped into idolatry, and that is why stubbornness is listed with wickedness 

and sin. 

By the time we land this series, the Lord will have shown the whole path from stubborn refusal 

to stiffnecked resistance to hard-hearted inability, and then He will show the cure He accepts. 

Not image management, not tears without turning, not talk without surrender, but “a broken 

spirit: a broken and a contrite heart” (Psalm 51:17). God says, “To this man will I look… and 

trembleth at my word” (Isaiah 66:2), because trembling at the Word is the opposite of 

stubbornness. Stubbornness stiffens. Humility yields. Stubbornness argues. Faith obeys. 

Stubbornness wants blessing without authority. Repentance bows and receives mercy. So if you 

are teachable, this series will strengthen you. If you are stubborn, this series will expose you. 

And if you will let the Bible do surgery where it needs to, the same God who can break Pharaoh 

and strip Saul can also soften a hard heart, straighten a crooked will, and turn a stiff neck into a 

bowed head, but He will not do it while a man insists on being his own god. 

 

 

1 of 12: The Anatomy of Stubbornness - Stubborn and Rebellious: When the Will Refuses to 

Bow 

INTRODUCTION 

Stubbornness is not a cute personality trait in the Bible, and it is not the same thing as courage, 

stability, or conviction. The Holy Ghost does not treat it like a harmless quirk, like being “strong 

minded” or “hard to sway.” Scripture treats stubbornness like a spiritual disease in the will, a 

refusal to submit to rightful authority that eventually becomes refusal to submit to God. That is 

why the first plain appearance of the word is welded to its twin, “rebellious,” because 

stubbornness is rebellion with its shoes still on, rebellion that has not yet run out the door but 

has already decided it will not bow. A stubborn man is not merely slow to change. He is dug in. 

He is planted. He is resisting the voice of authority because he wants to be his own authority. 

God gives you the definition without sentimentality: “If a man have a stubborn and rebellious 

son, which will not obey the voice of his father, or the voice of his mother, and that, when they 

have chastened him, will not hearken unto them” (Deuteronomy 21:18). The key words are not 

complicated. “Will not obey.” “Will not hearken.” That is not a lack of information. That is a 

refusal of submission. The boy hears the words, but he rejects the voice. The tragedy is that this 

kind of resistance does not stay in the nursery. It matures into adulthood. A person who refuses 

the authority he can see trains his soul to refuse the authority he cannot see, and the end of 

that road is rebellion against God. 



So this opening essay in The Anatomy of Stubbornness lays the foundation. We are going to 

define stubbornness the way God defines it, not the way modern culture excuses it. We are 

going to open the hood and expose the engine driving it, which is self-will, pride, and the itch to 

be lord over your own life. We are going to show how stubbornness produces predictable fruit 

every time: disobedience, indulgence, and moral decay. A man may call it “conviction,” but if he 

“will not hearken,” then his conviction is just pride wearing a Bible verse as a mask. 

1. GOD’S WORD PAIRS STUBBORNNESS WITH REBELLION FOR A REASON 

When the Lord says “stubborn and rebellious,” He is not being poetic. He is being precise 

(Deuteronomy 21:18). Stubbornness is not a separate issue that sometimes leads to rebellion. 

Stubbornness is rebellion at the root level. It is the rebellion that begins inside before it ever 

breaks out in open revolt. That is why the Bible does not say the son is stubborn because he is 

tired, stressed, or misunderstood. It says he is stubborn because he refuses to obey and refuses 

to hearken. The emphasis is on the will. The stubborn man is not incapable. He is unwilling. 

That pairing shows you that stubbornness is not neutral. It is moral. It is spiritual. It is a heart 

posture against authority. A stubborn man may still speak politely, still function in society, still 

smile and shake hands, but inside he has settled the matter: “I am not bowing.” He may change 

his tone, but he will not change his will. That is why stubbornness can hide in respectable 

clothing while being just as sinful as open rebellion. God sees rebellion even when it is quiet, 

and He sees stubbornness even when it is dressed up like principle. 

This is also why stubbornness becomes so dangerous in spiritual things. The same will that 

refuses correction from parents, from counsel, from Scripture, will eventually refuse God’s 

correction. It starts as “I will not obey the voice of my father and mother,” and it ends as 

Pharaoh’s blasphemy, “Who is the LORD, that I should obey his voice?” (Exodus 5:2). Pharaoh’s 

mouth said it openly, but stubbornness says it quietly every time a man resists the plain 

meaning of the Book because it crosses his flesh. 

2. STUBBORNNESS IS NOT IGNORANCE, IT IS RESISTANCE TO TRUTH 

The Bible defines stubbornness in a way that destroys modern excuses. God does not say the 

child cannot obey. He says the child will not obey (Deuteronomy 21:18). That is the whole point. 

Stubbornness is not a problem of understanding. It is a problem of resistance. The stubborn 

person is not mainly confused. He is mainly committed, committed to self, committed to his 

own way, committed to being the final judge. 

That is why stubbornness often survives good teaching. You can preach the truth to a stubborn 

man and he will still remain stubborn. He might learn your vocabulary, quote your verses, 

repeat your slogans, and still refuse to yield. He will debate doctrine while disobeying doctrine. 

He will talk about righteousness while resisting correction. That is because the issue is not head 



knowledge, the issue is lordship. “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge” 

(Proverbs 1:7), and if a man has no fear of the Lord, he will treat truth as a tool rather than a 

master. 

When you see stubbornness this way, you stop trying to fix it with flattery. You stop trying to 

cure it with entertainment. The cure for stubbornness is not more stimulation, it is surrender. 

The stubborn man needs a broken will. He needs a humbled heart. He needs to stop negotiating 

with God and start obeying God. “To obey is better than sacrifice” (1 Samuel 15:22). God is not 

impressed with religious activity that is offered by a will that refuses to bow. 

3. THE REAL ENGINE OF STUBBORNNESS IS SELF-WILL 

Under stubbornness is a throne, and somebody sits on it. If God is not on the throne, self will 

be. That is why stubbornness is not primarily about the topic being discussed, it is about who 

gets to decide. The stubborn man wants final authority. He wants to be the interpreter, the 

judge, and the ruler. That is why correction feels like an attack to him. Correction threatens his 

throne. 

This is exactly what you see throughout Scripture. When Israel fell repeatedly, the Bible says, 

“They ceased not from their own doings, nor from their stubborn way” (Judges 2:19). Notice 

the phrase “their own doings.” That is self-will. That is a people who want God’s blessings 

without God’s authority. They want deliverance from trouble, but not deliverance from sin. They 

want rescue, but not rule. That is stubbornness in national form, and it is the same 

stubbornness you see in an individual heart that loves God when consequences hit but forgets 

God when peace returns. 

And that is why God calls stubbornness idolatry. “Stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry” (1 

Samuel 15:23). The stubborn man may not bow to a statue, but he bows to self. He worships his 

own will. He protects his own pride. He serves his own preferences. He becomes his own god, 

which is the oldest sin in the universe. Satan’s original rebellion was a stubborn will that would 

not bow. “I will” five times in Isaiah 14, and the end of it was a fall (Isaiah 14:13-15). That same 

spirit shows up wherever self sits on the throne. 

4. STUBBORNNESS ALWAYS PRODUCES OUTWARD FRUIT 

God does not leave stubbornness as an invisible heart condition. He shows you the fruit, 

because fruit reveals the root. In Deuteronomy 21 the parents testify, “This our son is stubborn 

and rebellious, he will not obey our voice; he is a glutton, and a drunkard” (Deuteronomy 

21:20). That is not random. Gluttony and drunkenness are appetites without restraint. A child 

who will not submit to authority will not submit to discipline, and a child who will not submit to 

discipline will eventually be ruled by appetite. 



This is the lie of modern culture. Modern culture says, “Let him express himself.” God says, “If 

you do not restrain him, something else will.” A child without restraint becomes an adult with 

bondage. Jesus said, “Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin” (John 8:34). 

Stubbornness promises freedom, but it delivers slavery, because it rejects the only authority 

that can keep the soul free. “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us 

free” (Galatians 5:1). Liberty is found under Christ, not outside of Him. 

So stubbornness is not strength. It is weakness pretending to be strength. It is a will that refuses 

to bow and then is shocked when it becomes a will that cannot control itself. It resists 

correction, then collapses under temptation. It mocks restraint, then becomes enslaved to 

appetite. God is warning you by showing you the fruit, because once the fruit matures, the 

harvest is ugly. 

5. STUBBORNNESS CAN BECOME A GENERATIONAL SPIRIT 

The Bible warns that stubbornness is not only personal, it can become cultural and 

generational. “And might not be as their fathers, a stubborn and rebellious generation; a 

generation that set not their heart aright, and whose spirit was not stedfast with God” (Psalm 

78:8). A stubborn generation is made when children watch adults refuse correction and then 

learn to call it “wisdom,” “discernment,” or “experience.” They watch compromise, excuses, and 

half-obedience, then inherit the posture. 

Psalm 78 shows the heart of it: the heart is not set aright, and the spirit is not steadfast with 

God (Psalm 78:8). That means instability. That means divided loyalties. That means a man wants 

God in his mouth but self in his decisions. That is why stubbornness survives church. A man can 

grow up around the Bible and still have a heart that is not set right, because the issue is not 

exposure to truth, it is submission to truth. 

So the danger is this: stubbornness creates a pattern, and patterns get passed down. If the first 

government, the home, teaches rebellion, the child learns rebellion as normal. If the home 

teaches humility under God’s Word, the child learns to bow. That is why the battle is early. That 

is why correction matters. It is not about control, it is about character. It is not about crushing a 

child’s personality, it is about saving a child’s soul. 

6. STUBBORNNESS HIDES BEHIND RELIGIOUS LANGUAGE 

One of the sneakiest forms of stubbornness is religious stubbornness. Saul is the classic case. He 

did not deny God’s existence. He did not renounce religion. He simply altered God’s command 

to fit his preferences, then justified it with spiritual talk. That is why Samuel’s words hit like a 

hammer: “For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry” 

(1 Samuel 15:23). Saul tried to dress disobedience up in sacrifice, and God ripped the costume 

off. 



Religious stubbornness always has reasons. It always has explanations. It always has “good 

intentions.” Saul said he spared the best animals “to sacrifice unto the LORD” (1 Samuel 15:21). 

But Samuel answered, “To obey is better than sacrifice” (1 Samuel 15:22). God is not bribed. 

God is not impressed. God does not trade His authority for your offering. If God said do it, then 

do it. If God said stop it, then stop it. A man can shout “Lord, Lord,” and still be stubborn if he 

will not bow. 

This is why stubbornness is so deadly among Bible people. It can hide under strong opinions, 

loud preaching, strict standards, and still be self-will. The stubborn man may be doctrinally 

sharp and spiritually crooked at the same time. He may have the right vocabulary and the wrong 

spirit. That is why the Bible does not define stubbornness by what you say, but by whether you 

“hearken.” A stubborn man can talk all day. He just will not bow. 

7. THE END OF STUBBORNNESS IS HARDNESS 

Stubbornness begins as “will not,” but it can end as “cannot.” The Deuteronomy son “will not 

hearken” (Deuteronomy 21:18). That is a choice. But repeated refusal hardens the neck and 

hardens the heart. Proverbs gives the warning: “He, that being often reproved hardeneth his 

neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy” (Proverbs 29:1). That is the end of 

stubbornness. It is not cute. It is not funny. It is destruction without remedy because the man 

trained himself to refuse the one thing that could have saved him, correction. 

Judges shows the same spiral. “They returned, and corrupted themselves more than their 

fathers… they ceased not from their own doings, nor from their stubborn way” (Judges 2:19). It 

gets worse. Stubbornness does not freeze a man in place. It drags him downward. It deepens 

the rut. It makes sin habitual until sin becomes identity. And when sin becomes identity, 

correction feels like hatred, and counsel feels like violence, and truth feels like an enemy. 

So the foundation of this series is a warning shot. Do not admire stubbornness in yourself or 

anyone else. Do not call it strength. Do not baptize it as conviction. Stubbornness is rebellion in 

slow motion. The will that refuses to bow always ends up bowing to something, but it will be a 

cruel master. Better to bow to the Lord now and live than to bow to sin later and die. 

CONCLUSION 

God defines stubbornness plainly, and the definition strips away excuses. “Stubborn and 

rebellious” means “will not obey” and “will not hearken” (Deuteronomy 21:18). That is not a 

personality. That is a posture. That is a will that refuses to bow. And because it is a will problem, 

it is a lordship problem. It is self sitting on the throne and defending that throne against every 

voice of authority, whether that voice is a parent, a preacher, or the Word of God. 



The Bible also shows that stubbornness never stays clean. It produces fruit, and the fruit is ugly. 

It leads to indulgence, bondage, and moral collapse (Deuteronomy 21:20). It creates cycles of 

sin that repeat and deepen (Judges 2:19). It can even become a generational spirit, passed 

down by example when hearts are not set aright and spirits are not steadfast with God (Psalm 

78:8). Stubbornness is not harmless. It is the seed of rebellion, and rebellion always seeks a 

throne. 

So the call is simple. Bow while you still can. Hearken while your heart is still tender. Humble 

yourself under the Book before God has to humble you by force. “God resisteth the proud, but 

giveth grace unto the humble” (James 4:6). Stubbornness is pride refusing to yield, and humility 

is sanity agreeing with God. A man can keep his stubborn will and lose everything, or he can 

surrender his will to the Lord Jesus Christ and find life. The will that refuses to bow to God will 

eventually bow to sin, but the will that bows to God will be made free. 

 

 

2 of 12: The Anatomy of Stubbornness - The Stubborn Son: Domestic Rebellion and the First 

Government 

INTRODUCTION 

The first government God ever established was not a parliament, a police force, or a 

courthouse. It was a father and a mother in a home, with children under their authority, 

learning what it means to submit to what is right before they ever meet the world’s harder 

authorities. The home is the first courtroom, the first classroom, the first training camp, and the 

first altar. That is why the devil aims at the family with everything he has. If he can turn the 

home into a place where authority is mocked, discipline is resented, and correction is treated as 

abuse, then he can send a generation into society that has never learned to obey anybody, 

including God. 

That is why Deuteronomy 21 is not “Old Testament harshness,” as the soft modern mind likes to 

sneer. It is divine wisdom written in granite. “If a man have a stubborn and rebellious son, which 

will not obey the voice of his father, or the voice of his mother… when they have chastened him, 

will not hearken unto them” (Deuteronomy 21:18). God does not describe a child who is 

occasionally difficult. He describes a child who has set his will against authority. The problem is 

not childish immaturity, it is defiant determination. He “will not obey.” He “will not hearken.” 

That stubbornness is rebellion rehearsed early, and if it is not confronted, it will grow into 

adulthood like a weed that becomes a tree. 



So this second essay in The Anatomy of Stubbornness is going to deal with the stubborn son and 

domestic rebellion. We are going to show why God ties stubbornness to family government and 

why rebellion against visible authority becomes training for rebellion against invisible authority. 

We are going to push back on the excuse culture that baptizes disobedience as “self-expression” 

and calls correction “trauma,” while the Bible calls it stubbornness because God loves a soul 

enough to diagnose the disease before it kills the patient. You can either deal with self-will in 

the home, or you can watch self-will destroy the man outside the home. 

1. THE HOME IS GOD’S FIRST GOVERNMENT AND FIRST SCHOOL OF AUTHORITY 

God did not design authority as a curse, He designed it as protection. A child’s first experience 

with authority is supposed to be loving and formative, not brutal and final. That is why the Fifth 

Commandment is the first commandment with promise: “Honour thy father and thy mother: 

that thy days may be long upon the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee” (Exodus 20:12). 

God is telling you that honouring parents is not only a moral duty, it is a survival strategy. A child 

who learns to honour authority early avoids a thousand disasters later. 

Paul carries that same doctrine into the New Testament without softening it. “Children, obey 

your parents in the Lord: for this is right” (Ephesians 6:1). He does not say it is right when the 

child agrees, right when the parent is perfect, or right when the culture approves. He says it is 

right because God said so. And then he tells fathers that authority must not become tyranny: 

“And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and 

admonition of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4). That balance is the Bible model. Authority is real, 

discipline is real, but it is administered with purpose, love, and restraint. 

When a society despises this structure, it does not produce free thinkers, it produces rebels 

without brakes. Isaiah described the social breakdown with frightening accuracy: “The child 

shall behave himself proudly against the ancient, and the base against the honourable” (Isaiah 

3:5). That is not progress. That is decay. When children learn that authority is optional, they 

grow into adults who believe the same thing, and then every institution becomes a 

battleground because no one knows how to submit to what is right. 

2. DEUTERONOMY 21 IS A WARNING ABOUT A SETTLED WILL, NOT A MOODY CHILD 

Deuteronomy 21 is describing a settled pattern, not a tantrum. The parents testify that the son 

“will not obey” and “will not hearken” even after chastening (Deuteronomy 21:18). That is 

repeated refusal. That is stubbornness hardened into habit. Any parent knows a child can have a 

bad day. God is not addressing a bad day. God is addressing a rebellious life. The boy has 

reached the point where correction has become ineffective because his will has become 

entrenched. 



The next verse makes it clearer: “This our son is stubborn and rebellious, he will not obey our 

voice; he is a glutton, and a drunkard” (Deuteronomy 21:20). The refusal to obey authority has 

already spilled into refusal to restrain appetite. That is exactly how it works. A child who rejects 

the yoke of parental authority does not become independent, he becomes enslaved to 

something else. If he will not be ruled by love, he will be ruled by lust. If he will not be governed 

by correction, he will be governed by craving. Jesus said, “Whosoever committeth sin is the 

servant of sin” (John 8:34). That is not poetry. That is reality. 

So God’s law is mercy, not cruelty. It is naming the disease before it kills the patient and before 

the patient kills others. Modern culture hates that because modern culture worships the idol of 

self. It wants to treat disobedience as “expression” and treat rebellion as “identity.” But the 

Bible treats stubbornness as a spiritual cancer. If it is not cut out, it spreads. And if you wait until 

it becomes full-grown, the surgery is brutal. 

3. REBELLION AGAINST VISIBLE AUTHORITY TRAINS THE SOUL TO REBEL AGAINST GOD 

One of the simplest rules in Scripture is that how a man treats authority he can see reveals how 

he will treat authority he cannot see. That is why the stubborn son in Deuteronomy 21 is such 

an important picture. He is rejecting the voice of father and mother, and in doing so he is 

practicing a pattern that will later be directed at God. The child who learns to scoff at mom and 

dad will later learn to scoff at Scripture, scoff at preaching, scoff at correction, and scoff at God 

Himself. 

The Bible ties these things together repeatedly. “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of 

knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction” (Proverbs 1:7). The fool does not merely 

lack knowledge. He despises instruction. That despising begins in the home. A child who learns 

that correction is optional becomes a fool in God’s definition because he has trained his heart to 

reject wisdom. That is why Proverbs keeps repeating that the wise man loves instruction and 

the fool hates it. “Reprove not a scorner, lest he hate thee” (Proverbs 9:8). A scorner hates the 

one who corrects him because correction threatens his throne. 

That throne issue is at the heart of all rebellion. The stubborn son is not mainly fighting rules, he 

is fighting rule. He is fighting the concept that someone else has the right to tell him what to do. 

That attitude, left unchecked, becomes spiritual rebellion against God’s rule, because God’s 

Word always demands submission. It never asks your permission. It commands. And the 

stubborn soul resents being commanded, which is why a stubborn soul will twist Scripture, 

negotiate with Scripture, or ignore Scripture rather than bow. 

4. THE MODERN EXCUSE CULTURE IS HELPING STUBBORNNESS MATURE, NOT HEAL 

We live in an age that has learned to rename sin so it can keep it without guilt. Pride becomes 

“confidence.” Lust becomes “love.” Bitterness becomes “boundaries.” Rebellion becomes 



“authenticity.” And a stubborn child becomes “strong-willed.” That is the devil’s dictionary. He 

cannot remove God’s definitions, so he tries to bury them under softer words. But renaming the 

disease does not cure the disease. It only delays treatment until the disease is terminal. 

Scripture does the opposite. Scripture calls it what it is. The son is “stubborn and rebellious” 

(Deuteronomy 21:18). The text does not say the parents did not understand him. It says they 

chastened him, and he still refused to hearken. That is not a communication breakdown. That is 

rebellion. The culture says, “Don’t break his spirit.” The Bible says, break his pride before it 

breaks his life. The culture says, “Let him find himself.” The Bible says, “He that spareth his rod 

hateth his son: but he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes” (Proverbs 13:24). Love corrects 

early. Hate delays and excuses. 

And this is where sentimental Christianity gets exposed. People quote “Judge not” while 

ignoring that God commands parents to correct and children to obey. They treat discipline as 

unspiritual while their children are being discipled by a phone, a screen, and a godless culture. 

Then they wonder why that child does not fear the Lord. A child who never learned to submit to 

a parent will not suddenly become submissive to God at age eighteen. He will simply transfer his 

rebellion from the home to the world. 

5. STUBBORNNESS IN A CHILD IS A LIFE PATTERN BEING PRACTICED, NOT A PHASE TO BE 

TOLERATED 

There is a difference between childish immaturity and stubborn rebellion. Immaturity can be 

trained. Stubbornness resists training. That is why Deuteronomy 21 emphasizes “will not” 

(Deuteronomy 21:18). The stubborn child is not merely careless. He is willful. He is not merely 

forgetful. He is defiant. He is learning that if he pushes hard enough, cries loud enough, or rages 

long enough, he can overthrow authority and enthrone himself. 

That is why the Bible places so much weight on early discipline and early instruction. 

“Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; but the rod of correction shall drive it far from 

him” (Proverbs 22:15). The Bible does not pretend that children are born neutral. It says 

foolishness is bound in the heart. That foolishness shows itself as stubbornness when the will 

rebels against correction. The rod of correction is not cruelty. It is a tool God ordained to break 

the cycle of self-will before it hardens into character. 

And this is not only about behavior. It is about the heart. A child can be quiet and still stubborn. 

A child can be polite and still defiant. The issue is whether the child learns to hearken, to yield, 

to submit when corrected. If he never learns that, he will carry that refusal into marriage, into 

work, into church, and into his relationship with God. The stubborn son becomes the stubborn 

husband, the stubborn employee, the stubborn church member, and eventually the stubborn 

sinner who refuses Christ. 



6. STUBBORNNESS IS A SPIRITUAL ISSUE, NOT JUST A PARENTING ISSUE 

The stubborn son in Deuteronomy 21 is a picture of something deeper than parenting skills. It is 

a picture of a heart that refuses authority. That is the same condition God rebuked in Israel: “a 

stubborn and rebellious generation; a generation that set not their heart aright, and whose 

spirit was not stedfast with God” (Psalm 78:8). Stubbornness is not limited to childhood. It is a 

heart posture that can settle into a man and remain there for decades if God does not break it. 

That is why stubbornness is linked with idolatry and witchcraft. “For rebellion is as the sin of 

witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry” (1 Samuel 15:23). Witchcraft is the 

attempt to control outcomes apart from submission to God. Rebellion is the attempt to live 

apart from submission to God. Idolatry is enthroning something above God, and stubbornness 

enthrones self. So stubbornness is not merely a social problem. It is spiritual warfare. It is the 

devil’s original attitude reproduced in human hearts. 

When you see stubbornness that way, you stop treating it like a “phase.” You start treating it like 

a warning light on the dashboard of the soul. God is showing you early what that heart will 

become if it is not corrected. That is why the Bible does not apologize for addressing it. The 

Bible is not here to flatter our feelings. The Bible is here to save our souls. 

7. THE END OF UNCHECKED STUBBORNNESS IS HARDNESS AND RUIN 

Stubbornness begins with refusal, but refusal can harden into inability. Proverbs gives the 

warning: “He, that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and 

that without remedy” (Proverbs 29:1). That is what happens when a child is often reproved and 

refuses correction. The neck becomes stiff. The heart becomes hard. The conscience becomes 

dull. The person becomes the kind of man who cannot be corrected without rage, cannot be 

counseled without sarcasm, cannot be preached to without offense. 

Judges describes the same spiral in a nation: “they ceased not from their own doings, nor from 

their stubborn way” (Judges 2:19). That stubborn way becomes a path the feet know by habit. 

Sin becomes normal. Correction becomes hated. Truth becomes intolerable. And the longer it 

goes, the more dangerous it becomes, because once a heart hardens, it does not soften easily. 

That is why God warns early. That is why He commands parents to discipline and children to 

obey. It is mercy. 

So the message is not merely for parents, though parents need it desperately. The message is 

for any soul who recognizes this stubborn spirit. The Lord can break it, but He will not pamper it. 

He will not negotiate with it. He will not surrender His throne to it. The stubborn son needs to 

learn to bow before he breaks, because if he does not bow to loving correction, he will 

eventually bow to harsh consequences. 



CONCLUSION 

The home is God’s first government and the first training ground for authority, and that is why 

stubbornness in a child is not a small thing in the Bible. God defines the stubborn son by a 

settled refusal: he “will not obey” and “will not hearken” even after chastening (Deuteronomy 

21:18). That is rebellion rehearsed early, self-will practicing its lines for adulthood. And the fruit 

God lists alongside it, gluttony and drunkenness, shows that refusal to submit to authority 

becomes refusal to restrain appetite (Deuteronomy 21:20). The child who refuses the yoke of 

correction does not become free. He becomes enslaved. 

Modern culture tries to rename this and excuse it, but the Bible will not. Scripture calls it 

stubbornness because God loves a soul enough to tell him the truth. “Children, obey your 

parents in the Lord: for this is right” (Ephesians 6:1). “Honour thy father and thy mother” 

(Exodus 20:12). These commands are not oppression. They are protection. They are God 

building a fence around a child’s life so the child does not run off a cliff while applauding himself 

for being “authentic.” 

So the warning stands at the door of this series. If stubbornness is present, deal with it early, 

deal with it honestly, and deal with it biblically. The cure is not excuses. The cure is humility. The 

cure is a will that bows. “God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble” (James 

4:6). A stubborn son can become a humbled man, but only when the throne is surrendered and 

the heart learns to hearken. If that surrender does not happen, the first government collapses, 

and the consequences will be harsher than any correction ever was. 

 

 

3 of 12: The Anatomy of Stubbornness - The Stubborn Way: Repeating Sin After God Sends 

Help 

INTRODUCTION 

Stubbornness is not always loud. Sometimes it is a quiet habit, a settled pattern, a rut carved so 

deep that a man can fall into it with his eyes closed. The Bible does not define stubbornness 

only as refusing correction in a single moment. The Bible defines stubbornness as refusing to 

change after correction has already come, after mercy has already been offered, after 

deliverance has already been granted, and after tears have already been shed. Stubbornness is 

the soul that can be rescued and still run back into the fire. It is the heart that can see God’s 

hand and still choose its own way, because the problem was never information, never 

circumstances, never bad luck, and never lack of opportunity. The problem was the will. 



Judges 2 is one of the most honest chapters in the Bible about human nature, and it reads like a 

spiritual autopsy report. Israel is not dealing with ignorance. Israel is dealing with forgetfulness, 

not the innocent kind, but the willful kind that forgets because it wants to forget. The Scripture 

says, “And it came to pass, when the judge was dead, that they returned, and corrupted 

themselves more than their fathers… they ceased not from their own doings, nor from their 

stubborn way” (Judges 2:19). That one verse exposes a whole pattern: relief comes, 

accountability leaves, and they “returned.” They do not drift accidentally. They return 

deliberately. They know the path back to sin like a dog knows the path back to vomit, and the 

Bible says exactly that: “As a dog returneth to his vomit, so a fool returneth to his folly” 

(Proverbs 26:11). 

So this third essay in The Anatomy of Stubbornness is going to expose “the stubborn way.” We 

are going to show that stubbornness is not only refusing correction in the moment, it is 

returning to the same sin after mercy, after warning, after deliverance, after promises, and after 

tears. This is stubbornness with a memory wipe, a kind of “repentance” that lasts only as long 

as consequences are present. And if you want to understand modern Christianity in one 

snapshot, it is Judges 2:19 lived out in church clothes, where people run to God when life 

breaks, then run back to idols when life stabilizes, proving the problem was never circumstance. 

It was the will. 

1. JUDGES 2:19 AND THE SPIRITUAL CYCLE OF RELAPSE 

The Holy Ghost does not hide the pattern. He puts it in one sentence. “When the judge was 

dead, that they returned, and corrupted themselves more than their fathers” (Judges 2:19). 

That is relapse. That is backsliding. That is sin re-entering the house the moment the pressure 

lifts. The judge represented God’s authority and God’s restraint in the nation. When the judge 

lived, there was accountability. When the judge died, there was liberty, and the people used 

liberty as an excuse to return to bondage. 

Notice the language: “they returned.” They did not stumble into it. They did not get tricked into 

it. They returned like a man returning to an old bar, returning to an old bed, returning to an old 

crowd, returning to an old bitterness, returning to an old idol. They know exactly where they are 

going. That is why stubbornness is a will problem. If it were a weakness alone, they would seek 

help. If it were ignorance alone, they would seek truth. But stubbornness returns because it 

loves the way more than it loves the Lord. 

And then the verse says they corrupted themselves “more than their fathers” (Judges 2:19). 

That means it got worse. Stubbornness does not keep you in the same place. It drags you 

deeper. Sin never remains “manageable.” It always demands more. That is why the Bible warns, 

“But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust 



hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death” (James 

1:14-15). Lust draws, sin births, and death finishes. If a man keeps returning, he is not standing 

still, he is moving toward death. 

2. “THEY CEASED NOT”: STUBBORNNESS AS PERSISTENCE IN SELF-WILL 

Judges 2:19 does not say they sinned once. It says, “they ceased not from their own doings, nor 

from their stubborn way” (Judges 2:19). That phrase “ceased not” is deadly. It means there was 

no break, no repentance that stuck, no change of direction that lasted. Stubbornness is not 

merely a failure, it is persistence in failure. It is the determination to keep doing what you want 

to do even after God has proven you wrong and even after consequences have shown you the 

price. 

Notice the phrase “their own doings.” That is the heart of stubbornness. Self is the issue. Their 

doings were not God’s doings. Their ways were not God’s ways. Isaiah said, “All we like sheep 

have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way” (Isaiah 53:6). That is stubbornness. 

It is choosing “my way” over God’s way. And if you want to understand why people do not 

change, it is because they love “their own doings” more than they love righteousness. 

This is why a stubborn man can have a Bible, hear preaching, weep at an altar, make promises, 

and still return. He is not missing truth, he is missing surrender. He wants God as a helper, not as 

a Lord. He wants deliverance from pain, not deliverance from sin. The Bible’s diagnosis is plain: 

“Stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry” (1 Samuel 15:23). A man who insists on “his own 

doings” is worshiping himself. He may not bow to a statue, but he bows to his will. 

3. DELIVERANCE WITHOUT SURRENDER PRODUCES TEMPORARY RELIEF AND PERMANENT 

RELAPSE 

The book of Judges is filled with God sending help. God sends deliverers. God breaks 

oppressors. God gives relief. And Israel keeps going back. That teaches you that deliverance 

alone is not enough. A man can be delivered from consequences and still remain enslaved in his 

heart. That is why people can be rescued from a crisis and still return to the same sin. The crisis 

scared them, but it did not change them. 

The Bible shows this principle in Proverbs 26:11, “As a dog returneth to his vomit, so a fool 

returneth to his folly.” The fool does not return because the vomit tastes good. He returns 

because he is a dog. He returns because the nature was never changed. That is why Jesus spoke 

about cleaning a house without changing the occupant. “When the unclean spirit is gone out of 

a man… he saith, I will return into my house from whence I came out… Then goeth he, and 

taketh with himself seven other spirits more wicked than himself… and the last state of that 

man is worse than the first” (Matthew 12:43-45). That is Judges 2:19 in spiritual form. Relief 

without regeneration produces relapse with amplification. 



So the stubborn way is not simply sin. It is sin returning after help. It is sin returning after mercy. 

It is sin returning after promises. That is why stubbornness is so offensive to God. It treats mercy 

like a tool and treats God like a resource. It uses God to escape pain, then abandons God when 

comfort returns. That is not repentance. That is manipulation. 

4. STUBBORNNESS HAS SELECTIVE MEMORY: FORGETTING GOD ON PURPOSE 

Israel’s problem in Judges is always tied to forgetting. Judges 2:10 says, “there arose another 

generation after them, which knew not the LORD, nor yet the works which he had done for 

Israel” (Judges 2:10). That “knew not” is not innocent. It is cultivated. People forget God 

because they do not want God in the center. They do not want the Lord watching. They do not 

want the Book ruling. They want to “do what is right in their own eyes” (Judges 21:25). And 

when a man wants to do what is right in his own eyes, he has to forget God to protect his sin. 

That selective memory shows up everywhere. God delivers, and they forget. God provides, and 

they forget. God warns, and they forget. God chastens, and they cry. God relieves, and they 

return. That is a heart that uses God as an emergency service, like calling 911 for trouble and 

then hanging up when the ambulance pulls away. It is not that God is absent. It is that the 

stubborn heart wants God absent so it can sin in peace. 

The Bible warns that this is the path of a fool. “The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God” 

(Psalm 14:1). That is not merely atheism. That is practical atheism. It is living as if God is not 

there, even while claiming He is. The stubborn way is the lifestyle of practical atheism, where a 

man knows enough to call on God when he hurts but refuses to live under God when he is 

comfortable. 

5. MODERN RELIGIOUS CYCLES ARE JUDGES 2:19 IN CHURCH CLOTHES 

If you want to see Judges 2:19 today, you do not need a map of ancient Israel. You need a mirror 

and a calendar. People run to God in crisis and abandon God in comfort. They pray when the 

doctor calls, then forget when the symptoms fade. They cry when the marriage shakes, then 

return to selfishness when the spouse stays. They seek God when money is tight, then go back 

to greed when the bills get paid. That is the stubborn way. It is repentance that lasts only as long 

as consequences are present. 

This is why so many people have a testimony of “I got right with God,” but no track record of 

obedience. They confuse emotional relief with spiritual surrender. They mistake tears for 

repentance. They mistake fear of consequences for fear of God. But the Bible defines 

repentance as a change of mind that results in a change of direction, not a burst of emotion. 

God said, “Turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die?” (Ezekiel 33:11). Turning is 

movement. Turning is a new path. If a man keeps returning to the old path, then whatever he 

called repentance was just panic. 



And that is exactly why stubbornness is such a serious sin. It is not the stumble, it is the return. 

It is not the fall, it is the refusal to get up and walk a different direction. The stubborn way is a 

lifestyle where sin has become familiar, comfortable, and defended. People can even build 

theology around it. They can quote verses while returning to vomit. They can sing hymns while 

loving “their own doings.” Judges 2:19 exposes it, and it exposes it as stubbornness, not as 

weakness. 

6. THE STUBBORN WAY HARDENS THE HEART AND MAKES SIN NORMAL 

The danger of repeating sin is that repetition trains the heart. A man becomes what he 

practices. That is why Judges says they “ceased not” (Judges 2:19). Continuous sin creates 

continuous hardness. The conscience that once screamed becomes quiet. The guilt that once 

burned becomes dull. The shame that once warned becomes familiar. And once sin becomes 

normal, righteousness feels strange. That is the devil’s goal, to make darkness feel like home 

and light feel like intrusion. 

Proverbs warns about this hardening process. “He, that being often reproved hardeneth his 

neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy” (Proverbs 29:1). Often reproved 

means the Lord kept sending warnings. Hardeneth his neck means the man kept resisting. 

Suddenly destroyed means the end comes faster than he expected. Without remedy means 

there is a point where the consequences become irreversible. That is what stubbornness does. 

It pushes a man toward a cliff while telling him he has plenty of room. 

Judges shows the same truth nationally. They returned and corrupted themselves more than 

their fathers (Judges 2:19). That “more than” is the progression. Each return deepens the 

corruption. Each relapse strengthens the chains. Each cycle becomes harder to break. The 

stubborn way is not just a failure. It is a training program for destruction. 

7. THE CURE IS NOT MORE CONSEQUENCES, IT IS A BOWED WILL 

The book of Judges teaches that consequences alone do not cure stubbornness. Israel suffered 

consequences repeatedly and still returned. That means the cure has to go deeper than fear. 

Fear can restrain a man temporarily, but it cannot transform him permanently. What transforms 

a man is surrender to God, a bowed will, a heart that hearkens. That is why the Bible says, 

“Today if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts” (Hebrews 3:7-8). The issue is hearing 

and yielding before hardness sets in. 

This is where Saul becomes a warning again. Saul’s stubbornness was not ignorance. It was self-

will. And God’s verdict remains: “Because thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, he hath also 

rejected thee” (1 Samuel 15:23). Rejection of the Word is stubbornness. It is refusing to bow to 

what God said. And if a man wants to break the stubborn way, he must stop negotiating with 

Scripture and start obeying Scripture. 



The Bible gives the posture God blesses. “To this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of 

a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word” (Isaiah 66:2). Trembling at God’s word is the 

opposite of the stubborn way. The stubborn heart debates the Book. The humble heart bows to 

the Book. The stubborn way returns to sin after mercy. The humble way clings to God after 

mercy. The difference is not circumstances. The difference is the will. 

CONCLUSION 

Judges 2:19 exposes a pattern that is as modern as tomorrow morning. “They returned, and 

corrupted themselves more than their fathers… they ceased not from their own doings, nor 

from their stubborn way” (Judges 2:19). That is stubbornness defined as repetition, relapse, and 

persistence in self-will. It is not simply falling into sin. It is returning to sin after God sends help. 

It is a heart that uses deliverance as relief but refuses surrender as life. And because it refuses 

surrender, it keeps returning, proving that the problem was never the pressure, it was the will. 

The stubborn way is repentance that lasts only as long as consequences are present. It is tears 

that dry up when comfort returns. It is prayers that stop when the crisis passes. It is “Lord, help 

me” followed by “Lord, leave me alone.” That is why the Bible compares it to a dog returning to 

vomit (Proverbs 26:11) and warns that a man can end up worse than he began (Matthew 

12:45). Repeated sin hardens the heart, and hardened hearts do not break easily. 

So the warning and the call are plain. Do not confuse relief with repentance. Do not confuse 

fear with faith. Do not confuse a moment of emotion with a change of direction. If the Lord 

delivers you, do not return. If the Lord warns you, do not ignore. If the Lord corrects you, 

hearken. “Today if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts” (Hebrews 3:7-8). The stubborn 

way ends in ruin, but a bowed will ends in life, because God gives grace to the humble and 

resists the proud (James 4:6). If you want to break the cycle, stop returning to your own doings 

and start walking in God’s way. 

 

 

4 of 12: The Anatomy of Stubbornness - A Stubborn Generation: When the Heart Is Not Set 

Aright 

INTRODUCTION 

There is a kind of stubbornness that is easy to spot because it wears its rebellion on its sleeve. It 

cusses, it mocks, it boasts, it despises authority, and it brags about doing what it wants. But the 

Bible spends just as much time warning you about a more dangerous kind of stubbornness, the 

kind that is religious, traditional, and respectable. It sits in church. It knows the vocabulary. It 

can quote a verse. It can talk about “discernment” and “depth” and “being led,” while its heart 



is still not set right. That is why Psalm 78 is so deadly accurate. It is not describing pagans. It is 

describing God’s people acting like pagans while keeping the costume of religion on their back. 

The verse gives the whole diagnosis in one sentence: “And might not be as their fathers, a 

stubborn and rebellious generation; a generation that set not their heart aright, and whose 

spirit was not stedfast with God” (Psalm 78:8). Stubbornness is not first a mouth problem. It is 

not first a behavior problem. It is a heart problem. It is a heart that is not set aright, not aligned, 

not fixed, not settled on God. And when the heart is not set right, the spirit cannot be steadfast. 

It becomes divided, double minded, unstable, blown around by feelings, circumstances, peer 

pressure, and appetites, while still insisting it is spiritual. 

So this fourth essay in The Anatomy of Stubbornness is going to deal with a stubborn generation 

and the heart that is not set aright. We are going to show how people can be religious, active, 

traditional, and still stubborn because the will is not surrendered. We are going to show how 

stubbornness is often inherited, not by blood but by example, children watching adults dodge 

obedience, excuse sin, and resist Scripture, then calling it “discernment.” And we are going to 

put a warning siren over any family or church that has learned to resist the plain sense of the 

Book while congratulating itself for being deep, because a heart that is not set right will always 

manufacture religion to cover rebellion. 

1. PSALM 78:8 DEFINES STUBBORNNESS AS A HEART THAT IS OUT OF ALIGNMENT 

Psalm 78:8 does not begin by talking about actions. It begins by talking about the heart. The 

stubborn generation is defined as one “that set not their heart aright, and whose spirit was not 

stedfast with God” (Psalm 78:8). That is the root. The heart was not set aright. The heart was 

not fixed on the Lord. The heart was not aligned with God’s words. A man can have the right 

motions and still have the wrong heart. He can have the right traditions and still have the wrong 

direction. He can have the right label and still have the wrong lord. 

That is why the Bible keeps separating outward religion from inward surrender. “This people 

draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their 

heart far from me” (Isaiah 29:13). That is not atheism. That is religion with a wandering heart. 

And a wandering heart is a stubborn heart, because it refuses to be set. It refuses to be fixed. It 

refuses to be pinned to the truth. It always wants an escape hatch, always wants wiggle room, 

always wants to keep a little corner of the heart reserved for self. 

When God says a heart is not set aright, He is saying that the man’s inner compass is off. He may 

walk in circles and claim progress. He may talk about spiritual “journeys” while never arriving at 

obedience. But the Bible does not measure spirituality by movement, it measures it by 

alignment. “Trust in the LORD with all thine heart… and he shall direct thy paths” (Proverbs 3:5-



6). If the heart will not trust God wholly, the path will not be directed rightly. The stubborn 

heart is the divided heart, and the divided heart produces a crooked path. 

2. A HEART CAN BE RELIGIOUS AND STILL BE WRONG 

One of the biggest lies in modern Christianity is that outward activity equals inward surrender. It 

does not. People confuse attendance with obedience. They confuse service with submission. 

They confuse tradition with truth. But Psalm 78 is warning against exactly that kind of self-

deception. The generation being described is a generation among God’s people, surrounded by 

God’s works, hearing God’s words, and still not steadfast with God (Psalm 78:8). That means 

they had exposure without surrender. They had religion without repentance. They had history 

without holiness. 

The New Testament says the same thing about religious people. “Having a form of godliness, 

but denying the power thereof” (2 Timothy 3:5). A form of godliness means they look right. 

They sound right. They appear right. But they deny the power, meaning they deny the 

transforming authority of God’s Word in their life. That is stubbornness wearing a suit. That is 

rebellion with a hymnal. That is pride holding a Bible while refusing to bow to the Bible. 

And when the heart is not set right, the spirit is not steadfast. Psalm 78:8 says so plainly. 

Steadfastness is not an emotion. Steadfastness is a settled loyalty to God that does not wobble 

every time life shifts. “A double minded man is unstable in all his ways” (James 1:8). That is 

Psalm 78:8 in New Testament language. A divided heart produces an unstable spirit, and an 

unstable spirit produces a Christianity that is always up and down, always hot and cold, always 

making promises and breaking them, always calling itself spiritual while being ruled by self. 

3. STUBBORNNESS IS OFTEN INHERITED BY EXAMPLE, NOT BLOOD 

Psalm 78 is not merely diagnosing a generation. It is trying to prevent the next one from 

repeating it. “And might not be as their fathers” (Psalm 78:8). That means the fathers were 

stubborn, and the danger was that the children would become stubborn in the same way. This is 

how generational sin works. It is passed by patterns, not chromosomes. Children watch adults. 

They watch how adults respond to preaching. They watch how adults respond to correction. 

They watch whether adults obey Scripture when it costs something. And then they learn what 

“normal Christianity” looks like. 

If adults excuse sin, children learn excuses. If adults dodge obedience, children learn dodging. If 

adults resist Scripture, children learn resistance. If adults twist the plain sense of the Book to 

protect their preferences, children learn that the Bible is negotiable. And once the Bible 

becomes negotiable, the heart will never be set aright, because it can always reinterpret the 

command to avoid submission. That is why stubbornness can infect a whole church. Not by one 



rebel standing up and cussing God, but by a steady culture of explaining away God’s words while 

praising themselves for being “balanced.” 

The Bible calls this out bluntly. “My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the 

law of thy mother” (Proverbs 1:8). Instruction and law are meant to shape the heart. But if 

father and mother are hypocrites, if they teach one thing and live another, the child learns 

hypocrisy. If the parents treat obedience as optional, the child learns that too. That is why Jesus 

rebuked religious leaders for making void God’s commandments by traditions. “Thus have ye 

made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition” (Matthew 15:6). That is 

stubbornness passed down as culture. 

4. “DISCERNMENT” CAN BECOME A RELIGIOUS COVER FOR A STUBBORN HEART 

There is a kind of Christian who cannot obey a plain verse without first giving a ten-minute 

speech about context, nuance, Greek, culture, and “what it really means,” and by the time he is 

done, the verse means the opposite of what it says. That is not scholarship. That is self-

protection. That is stubbornness hiding behind “discernment.” A man can call it depth all day, 

but God calls it a heart that is not set aright. 

The Bible warns about this twisting. “Also in all his epistles… are some things hard to be 

understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other 

scriptures, unto their own destruction” (2 Peter 3:16). The unstable wrest Scripture. Why? 

Because their heart is not set. They are unstable because they will not settle under God’s 

authority. So they twist Scripture to fit their will, and then they call it “discernment.” That is a 

religious mask for stubbornness, and it destroys people while sounding smart. 

A heart set aright does not look for loopholes. A heart set aright trembles. “To this man will I 

look… and trembleth at my word” (Isaiah 66:2). Trembling at God’s word means you do not treat 

it like a debate club. You treat it like a sword. “For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and 

sharper than any twoedged sword” (Hebrews 4:12). The stubborn heart argues with the sword. 

The humble heart bows under the sword. The stubborn heart wants to be the editor. The 

humble heart wants to be corrected. 

5. A GENERATION BECOMES STUBBORN WHEN OBEDIENCE IS REPLACED WITH DISCUSSION 

One of the fastest ways to produce a stubborn generation is to replace obedience with endless 

discussion. You can talk about truth without submitting to truth. You can “study” your way 

around a command. You can become an expert on doctrine while being a novice in obedience. 

That is how people become spiritually fat and morally weak. They know everything but do 

nothing. And a generation raised under that kind of religion becomes stubborn, because they 

learn that the Bible is something to analyze, not something to obey. 



The Bible does not praise that. The Bible mocks it. “Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers 

only, deceiving your own selves” (James 1:22). Hearers only are self-deceived. They feel spiritual 

because they hear. They feel deep because they discuss. They feel mature because they can 

talk. But their heart is not set aright because their will is not surrendered. Their spirit is not 

steadfast because their obedience is not consistent. 

This is why Psalm 78 is such a warning. The fathers were stubborn. The children were in danger 

of becoming the same. The solution is not more talk, it is a heart set right. When the heart is set 

right, obedience follows. When the heart is not set right, obedience becomes optional and 

discussion becomes a substitute. That substitute produces a generation that is religious but not 

steadfast, traditional but not true, active but not aligned. 

6. STUBBORNNESS IN THE HEART ALWAYS ENDS IN SPIRITUAL INSTABILITY 

Psalm 78:8 says the stubborn generation’s “spirit was not stedfast with God.” That means they 

were unstable. That means they could not be relied upon. They might have moments of zeal, 

but they did not have consistency. They might have seasons of excitement, but they did not 

have faithfulness. And that instability comes from a divided heart. James calls it double-

mindedness. “A double minded man is unstable in all his ways” (James 1:8). Unstable in all his 

ways, not just some. When the heart is split, everything wobbles. 

That instability shows up in how people respond to pressure. When things go wrong, they pray. 

When things go right, they forget. When consequences hit, they repent. When consequences 

lift, they return. That is the stubborn way we saw in Judges, and it is powered by the same heart 

problem Psalm 78 identifies. The heart is not set right. The heart wants God as an emergency 

tool but not as a Lord. The heart wants heaven as a destination but does not want holiness as a 

path. 

So God’s warning is not cosmetic. He is not asking for better behavior as a performance. He is 

asking for a heart that is fixed. “My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed” (Psalm 57:7). A fixed 

heart produces a steadfast spirit. A steadfast spirit produces faithfulness. A stubborn heart 

produces instability, and instability produces spiritual ruin because the man never develops 

endurance. He never learns to continue. He never learns to obey when obedience costs him 

something. 

7. THE CURE FOR A STUBBORN GENERATION IS A HEART RESET UNDER THE BOOK 

Psalm 78 is written to prevent repetition. It is written so that children “might not be as their 

fathers” (Psalm 78:8). That means the cure is not to admire tradition, but to correct tradition 

when it violates Scripture. The cure is to stop copying the stubborn patterns and start obeying 

the Book. The cure is to set the heart aright, to align the will with God’s words, and to become 

steadfast with God instead of steadfast with self. 



That alignment comes by submitting to the plain sense of Scripture. God does not speak so that 

you can applaud yourself for being deep. God speaks so that you will obey. “If ye love me, keep 

my commandments” (John 14:15). Love is proven by obedience, not by vocabulary. Depth is 

proven by surrender, not by cleverness. Discernment is proven by trembling at God’s word, not 

by twisting God’s word. 

The Bible also shows you what God honors. “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken 

and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise” (Psalm 51:17). A contrite heart is a heart 

that yields, a heart that admits, a heart that bows. That is the opposite of stubbornness. If a 

family wants to break generational stubbornness, it will not be done by lecturing children while 

parents remain unyielded. It will be done by adults repenting first, obeying first, and setting the 

tone of submission in the home and in the church. Children learn what they live around. 

CONCLUSION 

Psalm 78:8 exposes stubbornness at its source. A stubborn generation is not merely a 

generation with bad habits. It is “a generation that set not their heart aright, and whose spirit 

was not stedfast with God” (Psalm 78:8). That is the root, a heart out of alignment, a will not 

surrendered, a spirit unstable because it is divided. A person can be religious, active, traditional, 

and still not be set right, because religion can be performed while the heart remains rebellious. 

A form of godliness can exist without the power of surrender (2 Timothy 3:5), and that form 

becomes a mask for stubbornness. 

Stubbornness becomes generational when it is taught by example. Children watch adults dodge 

obedience, excuse sin, and resist Scripture, and then they learn that resistance is normal. They 

learn that the Bible is negotiable. They learn that “discernment” means finding loopholes. They 

learn that being deep means explaining away plain commands. But the Bible warns that 

unstable people wrest Scripture to their own destruction (2 Peter 3:16), and the end of that 

road is a generation that cannot be steadfast with God because they never learned to bow. 

So the warning is sharp and the remedy is simple. Set the heart aright. Get aligned under the 

Book. Stop applauding clever disobedience and start practicing humble obedience. Tremble at 

God’s word instead of debating it (Isaiah 66:2). Be a doer, not a hearer only, because hearers 

only deceive themselves (James 1:22). If the heart is set right, the spirit becomes steadfast. If 

the heart remains stubborn, the generation becomes unstable. And if the generation becomes 

unstable, it will keep repeating the sins it calls “tradition,” until God breaks it by judgment. 

Better to break now by repentance than to be broken later by consequences. 

 

 



5 of 12: The Anatomy of Stubbornness - Loud and Stubborn: The Ungoverned Spirit That 

Won’t Stay Put 

INTRODUCTION 

Some sins announce themselves with a banner, and stubbornness is one of them. There is a 

stubbornness that does not merely sit in the heart quietly, it breaks out in the mouth, the feet, 

and the whole lifestyle. It is restless, loud, and ungoverned. It hates boundaries because 

boundaries imply authority. It hates quietness because quietness forces the soul to face itself. It 

hates restraint because restraint requires a ruler, and the stubborn spirit refuses to be ruled. 

That is why the Bible can describe stubbornness in one snapshot and you can see the whole 

character in motion. God does not only tell you what stubbornness is, He shows you what it 

does. 

Proverbs 7 is one of the Lord’s clearest warnings about a life that is driven by lust and 

deception. It is not merely about adultery as an act. It is about adultery as a spirit, a spirit that 

breaks homes, shatters trust, destroys young men, and then walks away like nothing happened. 

In that chapter the Holy Ghost describes the strange woman, and He gives you a line that is so 

direct it could be written over half the modern world: “(She is loud and stubborn; her feet abide 

not in her house:)” (Proverbs 7:11). That verse is not only describing a woman on a street 

corner. It is describing a moral personality type, an ungoverned spirit that cannot stay where 

duty calls, because duty requires submission, and stubbornness refuses submission. 

So this fifth essay in The Anatomy of Stubbornness will deal with “loud and stubborn” as moral 

restlessness. We are going to show that stubbornness hates boundaries, hates quietness, and 

hates staying put, because staying put means faithfulness, and faithfulness means being 

governed. We are going to connect stubbornness to sensuality, attention seeking, and the 

refusal to live a disciplined life, and we are going to press the point that an ungoverned mouth, 

an ungoverned schedule, and an ungoverned body are not three separate problems. They are 

one root problem: a will that will not be ruled. 

1. PROVERBS 7:11 DEFINES A CHARACTER, NOT JUST A MOMENT 

The Holy Ghost does not describe her first by what she looks like, but by what she is. “She is 

loud and stubborn” (Proverbs 7:11). That is character. Loudness is not volume alone. Loudness 

is the refusal to be restrained. Loudness is the inability to be quiet when quietness would be 

wise. Loudness is a mouth that must be heard and a personality that must be felt. The loud 

person has to dominate the room because inwardly they have no peace. And stubbornness is 

what fuels it, because stubbornness refuses correction and refuses to be governed. 

Then the Spirit adds the second mark: “her feet abide not in her house” (Proverbs 7:11). That is 

instability. That is restlessness. That is a refusal to remain where responsibility lives. The home 



represents duty, order, faithfulness, and accountability. Her feet will not abide because abiding 

means staying under structure. And stubbornness hates structure. This is why the Bible often 

ties stubbornness to rebellion and to lack of steadfastness. A stubborn spirit cannot be steady 

because it refuses to submit. 

So Proverbs 7:11 is not merely about one woman doing one thing. It is a portrait of a spirit. It is 

the portrait of a life that will not be ruled, and because it will not be ruled, it becomes a hazard 

to everyone near it. The ungoverned spirit is not just a danger to the person who carries it. It is 

a danger to every person who trusts it. 

2. STUBBORNNESS HATES BOUNDARIES BECAUSE BOUNDARIES IMPLY AUTHORITY 

Every boundary in life is a sermon about authority. A boundary says, “This far and no further.” 

That is why stubbornness resents boundaries. In the heart of the stubborn person is a demand 

for autonomy, the belief that no one has the right to limit them, and that belief is satanic at the 

root. The first sin in the universe was a creature refusing God’s boundary and insisting on his 

own will. Satan said, “I will” (Isaiah 14:13-14), and he fell. Stubbornness is that same “I will” 

spirit living in a human heart. 

Proverbs 7 shows you the result. A person who will not accept boundaries will not accept 

marriage boundaries, sexual boundaries, conversational boundaries, or duty boundaries. They 

will drift into temptation and then excuse it because “feelings” are treated like a higher 

authority than righteousness. But the Bible never treats feelings as authority. The Bible treats 

the heart as something that must be governed because “The heart is deceitful above all things, 

and desperately wicked” (Jeremiah 17:9). If the heart is deceitful, then a life governed by heart 

alone will be a life governed by lies. 

So when you see someone who lives like Proverbs 7:11, loud, stubborn, restless, always 

roaming, always itching, always searching for attention, you are looking at someone who has 

rejected boundaries. They have rejected restraint. They have rejected the yoke. And Jesus said 

the yoke is good. “Take my yoke upon you… For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light” 

(Matthew 11:29-30). The stubborn spirit refuses that yoke and then ends up carrying heavier 

chains than any yoke ever was. 

3. “LOUD” IS A SYMPTOM OF AN UNRULED MOUTH AND AN UNRULED HEART 

The verse says, “She is loud” (Proverbs 7:11). The Bible treats the tongue as a spiritual indicator. 

James said, “The tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity” (James 3:6), and he said, “If any man 

offend not in word, the same is a perfect man” (James 3:2). That means the mouth reveals the 

maturity. The ungoverned mouth reveals the ungoverned man. Loudness is not merely 

personality. Loudness in Proverbs 7 is a moral marker of someone who cannot restrain their 

speech because they cannot restrain their spirit. 



A loud life is often an attention-starved life. It must be seen. It must be noticed. It must be 

affirmed. It must be entertained. That is why it is so closely tied to sensuality and seduction. 

Seduction is not only sexual, it is social. It is the thirst to pull people toward yourself, to draw 

eyes, to control reactions, to manipulate affection. That is why Proverbs 7 is filled with flattering 

lips, smooth words, and persuasive speech. “With her much fair speech she caused him to yield, 

with the flattering of her lips she forced him” (Proverbs 7:21). The mouth is unruled, and it 

becomes a weapon. 

So the loudness is a symptom of stubbornness because stubbornness will not be corrected. It 

will not be quiet. It will not sit still. It will not listen. It wants to speak, to argue, to justify, to 

charm, to seduce, to win. A humble person can be quiet because they are not trying to control 

the room. A stubborn person often cannot be quiet because silence would require surrender, 

and surrender is exactly what stubbornness refuses. 

4. “HER FEET ABIDE NOT”: THE UNGOVERNED SCHEDULE AND THE UNFAITHFUL LIFE 

The Holy Ghost says her feet “abide not in her house” (Proverbs 7:11). That is more than 

geography. That is a moral pattern. Abiding means staying. Abiding means consistency. Abiding 

means responsibility. Abiding means faithfulness. When the Bible says she will not abide, it is 

telling you she cannot be trusted to stay where she belongs. She is always moving, always 

shifting, always roaming, because roaming gives her opportunity and opportunity gives her 

indulgence. 

This is why stubbornness and faithfulness are enemies. Faithfulness requires order. Faithfulness 

requires restraint. Faithfulness requires showing up when you do not feel like it. Faithfulness 

means you live by commitments instead of cravings. But the stubborn spirit lives by cravings. It 

follows appetite. It follows mood. It follows excitement. It follows attention. That is why it 

cannot abide. It cannot stay put because staying put would feel like death to a soul addicted to 

stimulation. 

The Bible praises the opposite spirit. “Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found 

faithful” (1 Corinthians 4:2). Faithful means dependable. Faithful means consistent. Faithful 

means steady. That is why Psalm 78 said the stubborn generation’s spirit was not steadfast with 

God (Psalm 78:8). A stubborn spirit is not steadfast. It is unstable. It can make promises and 

break them. It can smile and betray. It can charm and destroy. It can stay until it gets bored, 

then wander off and call it freedom. 

5. STUBBORNNESS AND SENSUALITY FEED EACH OTHER 

Proverbs 7 is a chapter about sensuality, temptation, and seduction. And right in the middle of 

it, God drops that phrase, “loud and stubborn” (Proverbs 7:11). That is not accidental. 

Sensuality and stubbornness often live in the same house because both are rooted in self-will. 



Sensuality is the body demanding to be satisfied regardless of righteousness. Stubbornness is 

the will demanding to be obeyed regardless of authority. Put them together and you have a life 

that is ruled by appetite and refuses correction, which is the perfect recipe for destruction. 

This is why Proverbs warns young men so bluntly. The end of that path is not romance. It is 

death. “Her house is the way to hell, going down to the chambers of death” (Proverbs 7:27). 

That is God’s verdict. The stubborn spirit is not merely annoying. It is deadly. It ruins souls. It 

ruins families. It ruins futures. And it does it with a smile because stubbornness does not care 

about consequences when appetite is calling. 

So if a person wants to treat stubbornness like a harmless trait, Proverbs 7 will correct them. 

Stubbornness is connected to moral collapse because it refuses to be ruled. And when a person 

refuses to be ruled, they become easy prey for lust, for flattery, for temptation, and for 

deception. The enemy does not need to drag a stubborn person into sin. The stubborn person 

will walk there on their own because their feet “abide not.” 

6. AN UNGOVERNED BODY, MOUTH, AND SCHEDULE COME FROM ONE ROOT: SELF ON THE 

THRONE 

This is where the anatomy becomes clear. Loudness is a mouth problem. Restlessness is a 

schedule problem. Sensuality is a body problem. But the Bible shows they are not separate 

diseases. They are symptoms of one disease, a will that will not be ruled. When self is on the 

throne, the mouth speaks what self wants, the feet go where self wants, and the body does 

what self wants. That is why stubbornness is described as idolatry. “Stubbornness is as iniquity 

and idolatry” (1 Samuel 15:23). Self becomes the idol, and everything else becomes the 

offering. 

The Bible offers a different model, a life governed by the Spirit of God. “This I say then, Walk in 

the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh” (Galatians 5:16). That is the opposite of 

Proverbs 7. Walking in the Spirit implies direction and restraint. It implies submission. It implies 

that something other than appetite is ruling. A stubborn person cannot walk in the Spirit 

because walking in the Spirit requires surrender, and stubbornness hates surrender. 

And that is why discipline is spiritual, not merely practical. Paul said, “But I keep under my body, 

and bring it into subjection” (1 Corinthians 9:27). Subjection is the key. The body must be 

subjected. The tongue must be subjected. The feet must be subjected. The schedule must be 

subjected. The stubborn spirit refuses subjection and calls it freedom, but it is not freedom. It is 

the beginning of bondage. 

7. THE CURE IS A QUIET, SUBMISSIVE SPIRIT THAT LEARNS TO ABIDE 



The cure for the “loud and stubborn” spirit is not more attention, more excitement, or more 

stimulation. The cure is a heart that yields and a spirit that becomes quiet under God’s 

authority. The Bible praises quietness when it comes from humility. “Study to be quiet” (1 

Thessalonians 4:11). That is not telling you to be timid. That is telling you to stop being ruled by 

noise, emotion, and agitation. A quiet life is a disciplined life, and discipline is one of the 

strongest proofs of spiritual maturity. 

The Bible also praises abiding. Jesus said, “Abide in me, and I in you” (John 15:4). Abiding is the 

opposite of Proverbs 7:11. Abiding means staying where you belong. Abiding means remaining 

under the Lord’s rule. Abiding means staying faithful when boredom hits and temptation calls. 

Abiding is what a stubborn spirit refuses because abiding requires surrender. But abiding is 

where fruit comes from. “He that abideth in me… the same bringeth forth much fruit” (John 

15:5). The restless life produces chaos. The abiding life produces fruit. 

So the final warning is sharp. Do not trust an ungoverned spirit. Do not admire it. Do not call it 

boldness. Do not excuse it as personality. If a person cannot restrain their mouth, cannot 

restrain their schedule, cannot restrain their body, they are not free, they are enslaved to self. 

And until self comes off the throne, that person will remain loud, restless, and unfaithful, 

because the root is stubbornness, and stubbornness will not be ruled until the heart bows. 

CONCLUSION 

Proverbs 7:11 gives you the portrait in one line: “She is loud and stubborn; her feet abide not in 

her house” (Proverbs 7:11). Loud and stubborn is not just a description of volume and attitude. 

It is a moral diagnosis of an ungoverned spirit. Loudness reveals an unruled mouth. Restless feet 

reveal an unruled schedule. A wandering life reveals an unruled body. And all three come from 

one root, a will that refuses to be governed, a heart that will not submit to authority, a spirit 

that despises restraint. 

That is why stubbornness hates boundaries. Boundaries imply a ruler, and stubbornness refuses 

to bow. It despises quietness because quietness forces the soul to face God, face truth, and face 

responsibility. It despises staying put because staying put means duty, and duty means 

submission. So the stubborn spirit becomes unstable, inconsistent, and untrustworthy. It cannot 

be faithful because faithfulness requires abiding, and it cannot abide because it refuses to be 

ruled. 

So the call is not merely to change behavior. The call is to change lordship. Put self off the 

throne and put the Lord Jesus Christ on it. Learn to abide in Him and learn to bring the mouth, 

the feet, and the body into subjection. “Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the 

flesh” (Galatians 5:16). A stubborn spirit will keep roaming until it is broken by consequences, 



but a surrendered spirit can be quiet, steady, faithful, and fruitful. The ungoverned spirit won’t 

stay put. The governed spirit abides, and abiding is where life is. 

 

 

6 of 12: The Anatomy of Stubbornness - Stubbornness and Sin: When God Lists It With 

Wickedness 

INTRODUCTION 

Modern religion loves to treat stubbornness like a harmless temperament. They call it “strong-

willed.” They call it “independent.” They call it “hard to persuade.” They act like stubbornness is 

just a personality setting you were born with, like eye color or height. But the Bible will not play 

that game. God never treats stubbornness as neutral, because God sees what it is tied to. 

Stubbornness is not merely the presence of sin in a life; stubbornness is the refusal to part with 

sin. It is the defense of sin, the excuse-making for sin, the justification of sin, and the hatred of 

any correction that threatens the sin. A sinner can be weak and still be teachable. A sinner can 

fall and still repent. But a stubborn sinner falls and then builds a house on top of the fall and 

calls it home. 

Moses gives you God’s view of it in one terrifying line. When Israel had provoked the Lord, 

Moses interceded and pleaded, “Look not unto the stubbornness of this people, nor to their 

wickedness, nor to their sin” (Deuteronomy 9:27). Do not miss that list. Moses does not 

separate stubbornness from wickedness and sin. He puts stubbornness right beside them, 

because stubbornness is the spiritual glue that keeps wickedness and sin stuck to a man’s heart. 

Sin is bad enough, but stubbornness is what makes sin stay. Sin is the wound, stubbornness is 

the infection. Sin is the act, stubbornness is the refusal to repent of the act. And when God lists 

stubbornness with wickedness and sin, He is telling you that stubbornness is not a harmless 

trait, it is a moral crime. 

So this sixth essay in The Anatomy of Stubbornness is going to camp in Deuteronomy 9:27 and 

show why stubbornness is not neutral. We are going to show how stubbornness turns sin into 

identity so that correction feels like an attack and the person begins to love their chains. We are 

going to connect this to modern culture’s obsession with “being true to yourself,” which often 

means being faithful to your flesh. And we are going to make it plain that the stubborn man is 

not merely a sinner in need of help; he is a rebel defending his prison because he refuses the 

Lord’s authority. 

1. DEUTERONOMY 9:27 SHOWS GOD’S MORAL CATEGORY FOR STUBBORNNESS 



When Moses said, “Look not unto the stubbornness of this people, nor to their wickedness, nor 

to their sin” (Deuteronomy 9:27), he was not making poetry. He was pleading for mercy in the 

face of judgment. The fact that stubbornness appears in that plea tells you that stubbornness is 

not a small matter in God’s eyes. Moses is asking God not to look at something that deserves 

God’s wrath. He is not saying, “Ignore their quirks.” He is saying, “Do not mark their 

stubbornness against them.” That means stubbornness is countable sin. It is chargeable guilt. 

That list also shows you how stubbornness functions. Moses names stubbornness first, then 

wickedness, then sin (Deuteronomy 9:27). Stubbornness is not merely another entry. It is the 

attitude that fuels the others. Wickedness is sin in action, sin in behavior, sin in practice. But 

stubbornness is the heart posture that keeps wickedness alive, because a man can be wicked 

and still repent, but a stubborn man will not repent. Stubbornness is the lock on the prison 

door. 

So if anyone tries to tell you stubbornness is neutral, you point them to God’s list. God does not 

list neutral traits with wickedness. God does not list harmless temperaments with sin. God lists 

stubbornness with wickedness and sin because stubbornness is the will refusing correction. It is 

the part of a man that says, “I will not bow,” even when the truth is plain and the consequences 

are obvious. 

2. STUBBORNNESS IS SIN DEFENDED, NOT SIN COMMITTED 

Sin can happen in a moment. A man can fall quickly. A man can be caught off guard. A man can 

stumble. “For a just man falleth seven times, and riseth up again” (Proverbs 24:16). Falling is not 

the end if the man rises. But stubbornness is when a man falls and refuses to rise. He refuses to 

confess. He refuses to repent. He refuses to forsake. He refuses to be corrected. That is why 

stubbornness is worse than mere sin. It is sin defended. 

The Bible defines the right posture plainly: “He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but 

whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy” (Proverbs 28:13). Confess and forsake, 

that is the path to mercy. Covering sin, hiding sin, defending sin, that is the path to ruin. 

Stubbornness is the covering. Stubbornness is the defense attorney for the flesh. It does not 

want the sin exposed because exposure would require change, and change would require 

surrender. 

And once a man is defending sin, he starts calling correction persecution. He starts calling 

rebuke hatred. He starts calling truth “judgmental.” He starts calling Bible preaching “toxic.” 

That is the stubborn spirit. It is not that the man lacks light. It is that the man loves darkness. 

“And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather 

than light, because their deeds were evil” (John 3:19). Stubbornness is not ignorance. It is love 

of darkness. 



3. STUBBORNNESS REFUSES TO ADMIT SIN BECAUSE ADMISSION DETHRONES SELF 

The first step in repentance is admission. The stubborn man cannot admit because admission 

would be surrender, and surrender would dethrone self. That is why stubbornness is idolatry. 

“Stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry” (1 Samuel 15:23). The stubborn man is worshiping 

himself. He has become his own authority. So when the Bible confronts him, he does not 

humble himself. He argues. He rationalizes. He twists. He blames. Anything but confess. 

Saul is the classic example. He disobeyed God and then insisted he obeyed. “I have performed 

the commandment of the LORD” (1 Samuel 15:13). That is stubbornness talking. And when 

Samuel pressed him, Saul did not repent. He excused. He shifted blame. He tried to hide behind 

religious talk. That is always what stubbornness does. It protects the ego. It protects the idol. It 

protects the throne of self. 

The Bible shows the opposite posture in David. When David was confronted, he said, “I have 

sinned against the LORD” (2 Samuel 12:13). No speech. No excuses. No blame shifting. That is a 

heart that is set right. That is a spirit that can be steadfast. Stubbornness cannot do that 

because stubbornness is proud, and “God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the 

humble” (James 4:6). The stubborn man is fighting God because he refuses to admit what God 

already knows. 

4. STUBBORNNESS REFUSES TO FORSAKE SIN BECAUSE IT HAS MADE PEACE WITH THE 

CHAIN 

The Bible does not stop at confession. It says confess and forsake (Proverbs 28:13). Forsaking 

means letting go. Forsaking means walking away. Forsaking means killing the idol. The stubborn 

man will not forsake because he has made peace with his chain. He has decided that his sin is 

part of him. It is not something he does, it is something he is. And once sin becomes identity, 

any call to repentance feels like an attack on the self. 

This is why modern culture is so poisonous. It teaches people to define themselves by their 

lusts, their wounds, their habits, their addictions, their temptations. It turns sin into a badge, a 

label, a tribe. Then if you challenge the sin, they say you are challenging their “authentic self.” 

That is devilish. The Bible teaches the opposite. The Bible says your flesh is corrupt and your 

heart is deceitful (Jeremiah 17:9). The Bible says you must deny self, not worship self. “If any 

man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me” (Luke 

9:23). Deny self is the opposite of “be true to yourself.” In the Bible, “being true to yourself” is 

exactly how you end up damned, because self is fallen. 

So stubbornness refuses to forsake sin because it loves its chains. It has learned to live with 

bondage. It has learned to decorate the prison. It has learned to call captivity freedom. The 

Bible warns that sinners can reach the point where they “glory in their shame” (Philippians 



3:19). That is the end stage of stubbornness, where sin is not only practiced, it is celebrated, 

and correction is not only rejected, it is hated. 

5. STUBBORNNESS REFUSES CORRECTION AND TURNS REPROOF INTO ENEMY ACTION 

A stubborn man hates correction because correction threatens his sin and his pride. That is why 

Proverbs speaks so harshly about a person who rejects reproof. “He, that being often reproved 

hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy” (Proverbs 29:1). 

The man is often reproved, meaning he gets multiple warnings. Hardeneth his neck means he 

stiffens, he resists, he refuses to turn. Suddenly destroyed means the end comes quickly, and 

without remedy means there is a point where the consequences cannot be reversed. 

Stubbornness can lock a man into ruin. 

This is why a stubborn person reacts to preaching with anger instead of repentance. They react 

to counsel with sarcasm instead of humility. They react to rebuke with accusations instead of 

confession. The Bible says, “Reprove not a scorner, lest he hate thee” (Proverbs 9:8). A scorner 

hates the one who corrects him. Why? Because the scorner is stubborn, and stubbornness is the 

refusal to bow. A man who cannot be corrected cannot be helped. He can be pitied, but he 

cannot be improved, because he has chosen his way as his god. 

So when Moses asked God not to look at Israel’s stubbornness, he was pleading for mercy in the 

face of that hardened posture (Deuteronomy 9:27). Israel did not just commit sin. Israel resisted 

God’s voice. Israel provoked God repeatedly and then defended themselves. Stubbornness turns 

God’s kindness into fuel for rebellion. It takes mercy and says, “See, I got away with it.” That is 

why stubbornness is listed with wickedness and sin. It is wickedness refusing correction. 

6. STUBBORNNESS TURNS SIN INTO IDENTITY, AND IDENTITY INTO A RELIGION 

Once a man makes sin part of his identity, he will build a religion to protect it. He will find 

teachers who will affirm him. He will find verses he can twist. He will find labels he can hide 

behind. He will find communities that will clap for him. This is exactly what the Bible warned 

about. “For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own 

lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears” (2 Timothy 4:3). They will not 

endure truth. That is stubbornness. They will gather teachers after lusts. That is sin being 

protected. They will want itching ears. That is self being affirmed. 

This is why modern “be true to yourself” culture pairs so well with false religion. Both worship 

self. Both treat feelings as authority. Both treat desire as identity. Both treat correction as 

hatred. Both treat restraint as oppression. And when that spirit comes into a church, the church 

becomes a support group for stubbornness instead of a hospital for sinners. People learn to 

resist the plain sense of the Book while calling it “compassion” or “balance.” They start 

defending what God condemns, and they condemn what God commands. 



But the Bible never compromises its verdict. “There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, 

but the end thereof are the ways of death” (Proverbs 14:12). A stubborn man always has a way 

that seems right. He will defend it with passion. But the end is death. That is why God lists 

stubbornness with wickedness and sin. It is the heart clinging to the way of death and calling it 

life. 

7. THE ONLY CURE IS A BROKEN HEART THAT TREMBLES AT GOD’S WORD 

If stubbornness is sin defended, then the cure must be surrender. The cure is not explanation. 

The cure is not self-esteem. The cure is not therapy language. The cure is repentance and 

humility before God. “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O 

God, thou wilt not despise” (Psalm 51:17). A contrite heart is a heart that yields. A broken spirit 

is a spirit that stops fighting. Stubbornness stops when the will bows. 

God even tells you what kind of person He looks at. “To this man will I look, even to him that is 

poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word” (Isaiah 66:2). Trembling at the word is 

the opposite of stubbornness. The stubborn man argues with the word, negotiates with the 

word, ignores the word. The humble man trembles at the word and obeys. That is why the Bible 

says, “Today if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts” (Hebrews 3:7-8). Hearing is not 

mere listening. Hearing is hearkening. Hearing is yielding. 

So if the stubborn heart has turned sin into identity, the Lord can still deliver, but He will not do 

it while the man is hugging his chains. The man must agree with God about his sin. He must 

confess and forsake (Proverbs 28:13). He must stop being “true to himself” and start being true 

to God. The flesh does not deserve loyalty. The Lord deserves loyalty. The stubborn man says, “I 

am what I am,” and uses it as an excuse. The humble man says, “I am what I am by the grace of 

God” (1 Corinthians 15:10), and uses it as a testimony. 

CONCLUSION 

Deuteronomy 9:27 shows you God’s category for stubbornness. Moses pleads, “Look not unto 

the stubbornness of this people, nor to their wickedness, nor to their sin” (Deuteronomy 9:27). 

Stubbornness is listed with wickedness and sin because stubbornness is not neutral. It is not a 

harmless temperament. It is sin defended. It is the refusal to admit sin, the refusal to forsake 

sin, and the refusal to be corrected about sin. It is the heart clinging to the chains and then 

calling the chains freedom. 

That is why stubbornness is so deadly in our generation. Modern culture tells people to be “true 

to yourself,” which often means be faithful to your flesh, be loyal to your lusts, and treat your 

cravings like your identity. Then when the Bible corrects them, they treat correction like hatred 

and repentance like oppression. But Scripture says the heart is deceitful (Jeremiah 17:9), the 



flesh is corrupt, and the only sane path is to deny self and follow Christ (Luke 9:23). When sin 

becomes identity, people stop repenting because repentance feels like suicide to the idol of self. 

So the remedy is not complicated, but it is costly, because it requires surrender. Confess and 

forsake, and God gives mercy (Proverbs 28:13). Break the pride, and God gives grace (James 

4:6). Tremble at the Word, and God looks on you with favor (Isaiah 66:2). Stubbornness is 

wickedness guarding sin like treasure, but repentance is humility dropping the treasure and 

running to Christ. The stubborn heart loves its chains, but the Lord Jesus Christ came to break 

chains. He will, but He will not do it while a man insists on hugging the prison bars. 

 

 

7 of 12: The Anatomy of Stubbornness - Rebellion as Witchcraft: The Occult Nature of Self-Will 

INTRODUCTION 

There are verses in the Bible that do not whisper, they strike. They are not written to be 

discussed in a classroom, they are written to put fear in a man who is playing games with God. 

One of those hammer verses is 1 Samuel 15:23, and it does not leave any room for the modern 

habit of romanticizing stubbornness as “strong-willed” and rebellion as “just questioning 

authority.” The Holy Ghost says, “For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as 

iniquity and idolatry” (1 Samuel 15:23). That is not a comparison a preacher invents to sound 

dramatic. That is God Himself drawing a straight line between self-will and the occult, between 

rebellion and witchcraft, between stubbornness and idolatry. If that verse does not sober you 

up, you are already half drunk on your own pride. 

The reason people hate that verse is because it exposes what rebellion really is. Rebellion is not 

merely disagreeing. Rebellion is not merely having questions. Rebellion is not merely being 

“independent.” Rebellion is the will refusing rightful authority, and in spiritual matters that 

means the will refusing God. And when God compares rebellion to witchcraft, He is telling you 

the root spirit behind both is the same: the desire to control outcomes apart from submission 

to God. Witchcraft is not first about candles, crystals, and cards. Witchcraft is about control. It is 

about power without holiness. It is about results without righteousness. It is about getting what 

you want without bowing to the One who has the right to tell you no. 

So this seventh essay in The Anatomy of Stubbornness is going to expose the occult nature of 

self-will. We are going to show why Scripture compares rebellion to witchcraft, and we are going 

to show how people can hate tarot cards and still practice witchcraft in the heart by 

manipulating, resisting, twisting, and bargaining with God. We are going to expose the religious 

rebel who wants God’s blessings without God’s authority, and we are going to warn plainly that 



the stubborn spirit is playing in dark territory while pretending it is merely “strong-willed.” The 

devil loves that kind of pride because it is his own spirit wearing human skin. 

1. 1 SAMUEL 15:23 IS GOD’S DIAGNOSIS OF REBELLION, NOT MAN’S OPINION 

The context of 1 Samuel 15 is Saul’s disobedience. God gave Saul a clear command. Saul 

partially obeyed, kept what he wanted, and then tried to call it obedience. When Samuel 

confronted him, Saul tried to cover his sin with religious language and excuses. He claimed the 

spared animals were for sacrifice, as if God could be bribed with worship while being disobeyed 

in practice. But Samuel answered with a principle that destroys every excuse-making Christian: 

“To obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams” (1 Samuel 15:22). God 

does not want your religious activity if your will is still on the throne. 

Then the hammer falls: “For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity 

and idolatry” (1 Samuel 15:23). God is not saying rebellion is like witchcraft in the sense that 

both are “bad.” He is saying rebellion is witchcraft in spirit. It comes from the same inner 

posture: self-will seeking control. That is why Saul’s disobedience is not treated as a small 

mistake. It is treated as a spiritual crime. 

And God ties it directly to rejecting His Word: “Because thou hast rejected the word of the 

LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being king” (1 Samuel 15:23). Rebellion is not vague. 

Rebellion is rejecting the Word. It is refusing to hearken. It is twisting what God said to protect 

what you want. That is not “discernment.” That is witchcraft in Sunday clothes, because it is the 

will attempting to control the outcome while keeping God at arm’s length. 

2. WHY GOD COMPARES REBELLION TO WITCHCRAFT: CONTROL WITHOUT SUBMISSION 

Witchcraft is the attempt to obtain knowledge, power, protection, or outcomes apart from God 

and without submission to God. It is spiritual trespassing. It is a creature reaching for control by 

bypassing the Creator. That is why it is condemned so harshly. But here is the key: rebellion does 

the same thing in a different costume. Rebellion is the heart saying, “I want the results God 

gives, but I do not want the rule God requires.” It is control without submission. 

This is the oldest sin. Satan’s fall was not about ignorance. It was about will. “I will ascend… I will 

exalt… I will be like the most High” (Isaiah 14:13-14). That is self-will seeking a throne. It is a 

creature attempting to control position and destiny apart from submission to God. That is 

witchcraft in angelic form. And when a human being lives by self-will, he is aligning with the 

same spirit. That is why rebellion is not just human weakness. It is spiritual alignment with 

darkness. 

So when a man rebels, he is not merely “doing his own thing.” He is practicing the devil’s 

original religion, which is self as god. That is why stubbornness is called idolatry in the same 



verse (1 Samuel 15:23). The stubborn man bows to himself. He may still talk about God, but his 

true god is his will. And where self is god, the devil feels at home. 

3. THE RELIGIOUS FORM OF WITCHCRAFT: BARGAINING WITH GOD INSTEAD OF BOWING 

A man can throw away tarot cards and still be a witch in his heart. Not because he is casting 

spells, but because he is practicing the same controlling spirit: manipulation. He bargains with 

God. He negotiates with God. He “makes deals” with God. He prays like God is a vending 

machine and obedience is payment. He wants to force outcomes, not obey commands. 

This is exactly what Saul tried to do. Saul disobeyed, then offered sacrifice as a substitute for 

obedience (1 Samuel 15:22). That is a transaction mindset. That is witchcraft thinking. 

Witchcraft is transactional. It says, “If I do this ritual, I get this result.” Saul’s religion was the 

same at heart. “If I do this sacrifice, God will approve my disobedience.” Samuel said no. “To 

obey is better than sacrifice” (1 Samuel 15:22). God cannot be bribed. God cannot be bought. 

God cannot be manipulated. 

This is why the Bible rebukes people who honor God with lips while hearts are far away. “This 

people draw near me with their mouth… but have removed their heart far from me” (Isaiah 

29:13). Their religion is performance. Their heart is rebellion. And rebellion is witchcraft 

because it is a heart trying to control God while refusing to submit to God. 

4. WITCHCRAFT IS NOT ONLY OCCULT PRACTICE, IT IS OCCULT THINKING 

People think witchcraft is always obvious: pentagrams, séances, charms, candles, spells. Those 

are the outward forms. But Scripture shows the inward principle: a refusal to submit to God 

while seeking power, knowledge, or control. That principle can live inside a “church person” as 

easily as inside a pagan. That is why God’s comparison is so devastating. Rebellion is as 

witchcraft because it shares the same inward logic. 

The stubborn person says, “I’ll serve God as long as God lets me keep what I want.” That is 

witchcraft thinking because it makes God a means to an end, not the Lord. The stubborn person 

says, “I’ll obey as long as it doesn’t cost me.” That is witchcraft thinking because it treats 

obedience as a tool to get blessings, not as surrender to authority. The stubborn person says, “I 

know what the Bible says, but…” and then the flesh takes over. That “but” is the altar where self 

sits. 

The Bible warns about this self-deception. “There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but 

the end thereof are the ways of death” (Proverbs 14:12). The stubborn man always has a way 

that seems right. He can justify it. He can defend it. He can find friends to affirm it. But the end 

is death because the spirit behind it is not submission, it is self-will. The devil does not need you 

to join a coven if he can get you to enthrone yourself. 



5. REBELLION SEEKS RESULTS, BUT GOD REQUIRES HEARKENING 

Samuel’s key word is “hearken.” “To obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of 

rams” (1 Samuel 15:22). Hearkening is not mere listening. Hearkening is responsive obedience. 

It is the heart that hears God’s Word and yields. Witchcraft wants results. Hearkening yields to 

righteousness. Witchcraft says, “How can I get what I want?” Hearkening says, “What hath God 

said, and what must I do?” 

This is why rebellion is such a threat to spiritual life. A rebellious man can still pray, still sing, still 

talk about God, but he will not hearken. He will not yield. He wants God’s help, but not God’s 

rule. That is why Jesus warned that not everyone who says “Lord, Lord” is submitted. “Not every 

one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth 

the will of my Father” (Matthew 7:21). Doing the will is the dividing line. Self-will is rebellion. 

God’s will is submission. 

So the question is not whether a man is religious. The question is whether the man is yielded. 

Rebellion can be highly religious. Witchcraft can be highly religious. The difference is who sits on 

the throne. Either God commands and you obey, or you command and you expect God to 

comply. One is faith. The other is witchcraft in principle. 

6. STUBBORNNESS IS IDOLATRY: SELF AS GOD AND THE DEVIL AS FRIEND 

The same verse that calls rebellion witchcraft calls stubbornness idolatry (1 Samuel 15:23). That 

tells you the core issue is worship. The stubborn man worships himself. He sacrifices truth to 

protect ego. He sacrifices obedience to preserve preference. He sacrifices relationships to keep 

control. That is worship. It is not worship with hymns. It is worship with choices. And when self 

is god, the devil does not have to kick down the door. He is already welcome. 

This is why stubbornness is so spiritually dangerous. It does not feel like darkness because it 

feels like “me.” It feels like conviction. It feels like strength. It feels like authenticity. But it is 

idolatry, because it is self enthroned. And idolatry always pulls a man toward spiritual darkness. 

That is why God warned Israel not to dabble, not to consult familiar spirits, not to practice 

enchantments (Deuteronomy 18:10-12). Those outward sins come from an inward posture that 

refuses God’s authority. Rebellion is that inward posture. 

So a stubborn man may mock witches, mock occultists, mock paganism, and still be practicing 

the same spirit in his heart every time he refuses to obey Scripture. He is not innocent because 

his candles are Bible verses. The principle is the same: control apart from submission. And that 

is what God is exposing in 1 Samuel 15. 

7. THE CURE: BREAK THE SELF-WILL AND SUBMIT TO THE WORD OF GOD 



If rebellion is as witchcraft, then the cure is not better manners. The cure is repentance, 

humility, and submission to God’s Word. The Bible tells you what God looks for: “To this man 

will I look… and trembleth at my word” (Isaiah 66:2). Trembling at the Word is the opposite of 

rebellion. Rebellion argues with the Word. Rebellion twists the Word. Rebellion rejects the 

Word. A man who trembles obeys. 

That is why the Spirit warns, “Today if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts” (Hebrews 

3:7-8). Harden not your hearts means stop resisting. Stop stiffening. Stop defending self. Stop 

bargaining. Stop manipulating. Hearken. Yield. Bow. The stubborn man wants to keep his will 

and still get God’s blessings. God says no. “God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the 

humble” (James 4:6). Resistance from God is the last thing a man wants, and stubbornness 

guarantees it. 

So if a man recognizes this rebellious spirit in himself, he needs to treat it like witchcraft, 

because God does. He needs to repent like he would repent of an occult sin. He needs to 

confess it, forsake it, and bow to the authority of Scripture. The devil’s original sin was self-will. 

The Christian life is the opposite. “Not my will, but thine, be done” (Luke 22:42). That is the 

voice of Jesus Christ, and if you want to be aligned with Him, that is the voice you must learn to 

speak. 

CONCLUSION 

1 Samuel 15:23 is God’s verdict, not man’s exaggeration. “For rebellion is as the sin of 

witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry” (1 Samuel 15:23). God compares 

rebellion to witchcraft because both are attempts to control outcomes apart from submission to 

God. Witchcraft wants results without righteousness. Rebellion wants blessings without 

authority. Witchcraft manipulates spiritual power. Rebellion manipulates spiritual language. 

They share the same root: self on the throne. 

That is why a man can hate tarot cards and still practice witchcraft in the heart. He can bargain 

with God, resist Scripture, twist the plain sense, and negotiate obedience as if the Lord is a 

business partner instead of a King. He can offer sacrifice instead of hearkening, like Saul, and 

then wonder why God rejects him (1 Samuel 15:22-23). That spirit is dark, because it is the 

devil’s original spirit. Satan fell on “I will” (Isaiah 14:13-14), and every stubborn man is repeating 

that fall in miniature every time he refuses to bow. 

So the warning is fierce because the danger is real. Do not flatter self-will. Do not call rebellion 

strength. Do not call stubbornness conviction. God calls it witchcraft and idolatry, and God is not 

confused. The cure is humility under the Word. Tremble at what God said (Isaiah 66:2). Hearken 

instead of bargaining (1 Samuel 15:22). Yield instead of resisting (Hebrews 3:7-8). If rebellion is 



as witchcraft, then treat it like witchcraft: repent of it, forsake it, and submit to the Lord Jesus 

Christ, because the only safe place on earth is under God’s authority. 

 

 

8 of 12: The Anatomy of Stubbornness - Stubbornness as Idolatry: When Self Becomes the 

God 

INTRODUCTION 

Most people think idolatry is something that happened “back then,” some pagan bowing down 

to a statue of stone, wood, or gold. They picture a jungle temple, incense smoke, and a carved 

image, and they say, “Well, thank God we don’t do that.” Then they go home and bow down to 

their own opinions, their own feelings, their own appetites, and their own will, and they do it 

with no incense at all, just pride. The devil does not care whether you bow to a statue or bow to 

yourself, because the root sin is the same: refusing God’s authority and enthroning something 

else. That is why God can say something that shocks the modern mind and still be perfectly 

accurate: “stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry” (1 Samuel 15:23). Stubbornness is not 

merely annoying. It is worship, because it is self-will refusing to bow. 

The reason stubbornness is idolatry is because stubbornness does not merely commit sin, it 

defends self as the final authority. Stubbornness says, “I decide what is right.” Stubbornness 

says, “I decide what God meant.” Stubbornness says, “I decide what applies to me.” That is 

exactly what idolatry is: replacing God as the standard with a substitute god. And the easiest 

substitute god to worship is the one that lives in your own chest. That is why the heart is so 

dangerous. “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked” (Jeremiah 17:9). If a 

man makes his heart his god, he has enthroned a liar. 

So this eighth essay in The Anatomy of Stubbornness will build on the second half of 1 Samuel 

15:23 and show the logic of that statement. We are going to argue plainly that idolatry is not 

only bowing to statues, it is enthroning anything above God, and the most common idol is self. 

We are going to expose how stubbornness turns a person into their own authority, their own 

interpreter, their own judge, and their own standard, and then they wonder why they cannot 

have peace. And we are going to confront the religious version of idolatry where someone 

claims the Bible but refuses the Bible, selectively obeying what fits their preferences while 

rejecting what crosses their flesh, because nothing reveals an idol faster than a verse that 

demands surrender. 

1. 1 SAMUEL 15:23 DEFINES STUBBORNNESS AS WORSHIP GONE WRONG 



When the Holy Ghost says, “stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry” (1 Samuel 15:23), He is not 

using poetic exaggeration. He is giving you a spiritual diagnosis. Saul’s problem was not that he 

lacked religion. Saul was religious. Saul offered sacrifices. Saul talked about the Lord. Saul 

claimed obedience. But Saul refused hearkening. He refused submission. He obeyed partially, 

then defended his partial obedience with religious talk. Samuel answered, “To obey is better 

than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams” (1 Samuel 15:22). In other words, God is not 

impressed with worship that is used to cover disobedience. 

That is why stubbornness is idolatry. Idolatry is worship directed away from God and toward a 

substitute. Saul’s substitute was Saul. Saul’s real god was his own will. He wanted God’s favor 

without God’s authority. He wanted results without submission. That is the essence of idolatry. 

You may still say “Lord” with your mouth, but if your will is your master, then the Lord is not 

your Lord in practice. 

So 1 Samuel 15 exposes the religious idolater, the man who can hold a Bible and still worship 

self. He may never bow to a statue, but he bows every time he insists on his own way over God’s 

word. He bows to self every time he says, “I know what it says, but…” and then refuses to yield. 

The idol is not always carved. Sometimes it is defended. 

2. IDOLATRY IS ENTHRONING ANYTHING ABOVE GOD, AND SELF IS THE DEFAULT IDOL 

The Bible teaches that idolatry is not limited to physical images. God condemned images 

because they represented false worship, but the deeper sin is giving to anything what belongs 

to God alone. That is why covetousness is called idolatry. “Covetousness, which is idolatry” 

(Colossians 3:5). Covetousness is not bowing to a statue. It is bowing to desire. It is desire ruling 

the heart. That shows you the principle: idolatry is whatever rules you. 

So when 1 Samuel 15:23 calls stubbornness idolatry, it is telling you stubbornness is a ruling 

thing. It rules the will. It rules the mind. It rules the emotions. It rules the choices. And the most 

common thing that rules people is self. Self is the default idol because self is always present, 

always speaking, always wanting, always demanding. That is why Jesus did not say, “If any man 

will come after me, let him improve himself.” He said, “If any man will come after me, let him 

deny himself” (Luke 9:23). Deny self is a command because self is the rival god. 

And because self is the default idol, stubbornness is simply self worship in action. It is self 

enthroned. It is the will saying, “I am the final authority.” That is why stubbornness is not just a 

bad habit, it is a spiritual posture. It is a man putting himself in God’s seat and then being 

shocked when his life falls apart, because men were not created to sit in that seat. 

3. STUBBORNNESS MAKES A MAN HIS OWN AUTHORITY, INTERPRETER, JUDGE, AND 

STANDARD 



Once self is enthroned, everything else follows. The stubborn man becomes his own authority. 

He decides what is right based on preference. He becomes his own interpreter. He decides what 

Scripture “really means” when it disagrees with him. He becomes his own judge. He declares 

himself innocent even when God condemns the behavior. He becomes his own standard. He 

compares himself to other men instead of to God, because comparing to God would expose 

him. 

The Bible warns about that self-made standard. “But they measuring themselves by themselves, 

and comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise” (2 Corinthians 10:12). That is 

stubbornness thinking. It is self-protection. And it produces pride, because if a man can choose 

his own standard, he can always choose one that flatters him. That is why the stubborn man can 

never have peace. Peace is found under truth. Peace is found under God’s authority. When a 

man becomes his own authority, he becomes his own burden, because he must constantly 

defend his own righteousness. 

That is why there is so much inner turmoil in stubborn people. They may look confident, but 

they are always irritated by correction. They are always threatened by disagreement. They are 

always offended by the Book. They cannot rest because their idol is fragile. The idol of self must 

be defended constantly. And God warns that pride brings conflict. “Only by pride cometh 

contention” (Proverbs 13:10). Stubbornness is pride in motion, and contention is its fruit. 

4. THE RELIGIOUS FORM OF IDOLATRY: CLAIMING THE BIBLE WHILE REFUSING THE BIBLE 

The most dangerous form of idolatry is religious idolatry, because it can look holy while being 

rebellious. Saul is the example. He claimed the Lord. He claimed obedience. He claimed 

sacrifice. And he was stubborn anyway (1 Samuel 15:22-23). That is the religious idolater. He 

does not reject God openly. He redefines God’s demands so he can keep his idol and still claim 

God’s name. 

This is exactly what Jesus rebuked in religious leaders. “Thus have ye made the commandment 

of God of none effect by your tradition” (Matthew 15:6). That is religious idolatry. Tradition 

becomes the idol. Reputation becomes the idol. Comfort becomes the idol. The approval of 

men becomes the idol. And then Scripture is selectively obeyed, the parts that flatter self are 

embraced, and the parts that crucify self are explained away. That is why James says, “Be ye 

doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves” (James 1:22). Hearing 

without doing is self-deception, and self-deception is the worship of self. 

So a man can “claim the Bible” and still refuse it. He can quote verses while twisting others. He 

can shout about holiness while excusing his pet sin. He can preach against the world while 

loving the world in his heart. “If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him” (1 



John 2:15). That is a hard statement because it targets the idol. If the world is enthroned, God is 

not. 

5. STUBBORNNESS DESTROYS PEACE BECAUSE PEACE COMES FROM SUBMISSION TO 

TRUTH 

A stubborn man wants peace without surrender. He wants quiet in his conscience without 

repentance. He wants rest without obedience. But peace is not obtained by flattering self. Peace 

is obtained by aligning with God. “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on 

thee: because he trusteth in thee” (Isaiah 26:3). Stayed on thee means fixed on God, not fixed 

on self. Trusting in God means yielding to God’s word, not resisting it. 

When self is god, the mind is not stayed on God, it is stayed on self. And self is unstable. Self is 

emotional. Self is sinful. Self is inconsistent. That is why stubborn people can never settle. Their 

internal government is a civil war. Conscience speaks, pride answers. Scripture corrects, self 

argues. The Spirit convicts, the flesh defends. The man is divided. James calls it double-

mindedness. “A double minded man is unstable in all his ways” (James 1:8). Unstable in all his 

ways because the throne is contested. 

So if you want peace, you must dethrone self. That is not popular preaching, but it is Bible. “God 

resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble” (James 4:6). Resistance from God 

destroys peace. Grace from God produces peace. And God gives grace to the humble, the man 

who bows. Stubbornness blocks grace because stubbornness refuses humility. 

6. STUBBORNNESS CAN LOOK LIKE CONVICTION, BUT IT IS PRIDE PROTECTING AN IDOL 

Stubbornness often pretends to be conviction. It uses strong language. It claims principle. It 

claims strength. But conviction is submission to truth, not commitment to self. Conviction is 

when a man stands because God said so. Stubbornness is when a man stands because he said 

so. One is faith. The other is pride. 

This is why the Bible tells you to tremble at God’s word. “To this man will I look… and trembleth 

at my word” (Isaiah 66:2). A man who trembles at the Word is not stubborn. He is teachable. He 

is correctable. He fears God more than he fears embarrassment. He fears God more than he 

fears losing face. But the stubborn man fears losing control. He fears being wrong. He fears 

admitting sin. That fear reveals the idol. The idol is self-image. 

So stubbornness keeps a man locked in idolatry even while claiming spiritual maturity. He can 

call it discernment, but if he refuses correction, it is stubbornness. He can call it depth, but if he 

wrests Scripture to protect his preferences, it is idolatry in religious clothing. God is not fooled 

by vocabulary. God looks at the heart. 

7. THE ONLY WAY TO BREAK IDOLATROUS STUBBORNNESS IS TO BOW TO THE WORD 



If stubbornness is idolatry, then the cure is not “trying harder.” The cure is repentance, 

surrender, and obedience. The Bible gives the path plainly. “He that covereth his sins shall not 

prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy” (Proverbs 28:13). 

Confessing and forsaking dethrones self. It admits God is right. It submits to God’s verdict. It 

stops defending the idol. 

That is why Samuel’s emphasis on hearkening matters. “To obey is better than sacrifice, and to 

hearken than the fat of rams” (1 Samuel 15:22). Hearkening is the heart posture of someone 

who has God on the throne. The stubborn man hears but will not hearken. The humble man 

hears and yields. And the Bible warns you not to delay this yielding. “Today if ye will hear his 

voice, harden not your hearts” (Hebrews 3:7-8). Harden not your hearts means stop stiffening 

against God. 

So the cure for stubbornness as idolatry is to remove the idol. It is to deny self, take up the 

cross, and follow Christ (Luke 9:23). It is to stop treating obedience like an optional suggestion. 

It is to stop selectively obeying what fits your flesh while rejecting what crosses it. If you want 

the blessing of God, you must take the authority of God. God does not give blessings to rebels 

as a reward for stubbornness. He gives grace to the humble. 

CONCLUSION 

1 Samuel 15:23 does not flatter the rebel. It condemns him. “Stubbornness is as iniquity and 

idolatry” (1 Samuel 15:23). That statement makes sense once you understand what idolatry 

really is. Idolatry is not only statues. It is enthroning anything above God. And the most 

common idol is self, because self wants to be the authority, the interpreter, the judge, and the 

standard. That is why stubborn people cannot have peace. They have placed a fallen creature on 

the throne, and then they wonder why their inner life is unstable. 

The religious form of idolatry is the most deceptive because it can hold a Bible while refusing 

the Bible. It can offer sacrifice while refusing obedience. It can shout “Lord” while resisting the 

Lord’s words. Saul is the warning. He wanted God’s approval and his own way at the same time, 

and God rejected him (1 Samuel 15:22-23). A man cannot have God as King and self as king in 

the same heart. One throne cannot hold two rulers. 

So the call is clear. Dethrone self. Stop worshiping your preferences. Stop protecting your pride. 

Stop selectively obeying Scripture. Tremble at the Word and hearken (Isaiah 66:2; 1 Samuel 

15:22). Confess and forsake sin and receive mercy (Proverbs 28:13). Humble yourself and 

receive grace (James 4:6). Stubbornness is idolatry because it makes self the god, but 

repentance tears down the idol and puts the Lord Jesus Christ back where He belongs, on the 

throne. 

 



 

9 of 12: The Anatomy of Stubbornness - King Saul’s Anatomy: Partial Obedience Is Total 

Disobedience 

INTRODUCTION 

King Saul is the kind of man you can find in any church if you look long enough. He is not the 

atheist shaking his fist at Heaven. He is not the pagan burning incense to a false god. He is the 

religious man who talks about the Lord, uses the Lord’s language, claims he is doing the Lord’s 

work, and then quietly edits what the Lord said so he can keep what he wants. Saul is the classic 

case study in stubbornness because he did not openly deny God. He modified God’s command. 

He obeyed enough to soothe his conscience, disobeyed enough to satisfy his flesh, and then 

wrapped the whole thing in a spiritual explanation as if God cannot see through fig leaves. 

The tragedy of Saul is that his stubbornness was polished. It was respectable. It was strategic. It 

was the kind of stubbornness that can quote doctrine while ignoring duty. When Samuel shows 

up, Saul does not say, “I rebelled.” Saul says, “Blessed be thou of the LORD: I have performed 

the commandment of the LORD” (1 Samuel 15:13). That is stubbornness with a smile. That is 

disobedience wearing a choir robe. And when the truth bleats and moos in the background, 

Saul still tries to hold his pose. Samuel’s reply exposes the whole counterfeit: “What meaneth 

then this bleating of the sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I hear?” (1 

Samuel 15:14). God always has a “bleating of the sheep” somewhere in your life to prove 

whether you obeyed or not. 

So this ninth essay in The Anatomy of Stubbornness will dissect Saul and show that partial 

obedience is total disobedience. We are going to show how Saul kept the parts that benefited 

him, spared what he wanted to spare, and then blamed circumstances, people, and “sacrifice” 

for his compromise. We are going to expose the religious cloak stubbornness loves to wear, 

always ready with spiritual-sounding reasons for disobedience, as if God cannot see through the 

costume. And we are going to press the point that stubbornness is not always loud. Sometimes 

it is polished. But it always rejects the word of the Lord, and that rejection always carries 

consequences. 

1. THE COMMAND WAS CLEAR, AND SAUL’S EDITING PROVES SELF ON THE THRONE 

The first thing to notice in 1 Samuel 15 is that the command was not ambiguous. God spoke 

plainly through Samuel. Saul was instructed to utterly destroy Amalek and all that belonged to 

them (1 Samuel 15:3). God did not ask Saul for feedback. God did not invite Saul to negotiate. 

God commanded. The entire issue is whether Saul would hearken or whether Saul would edit. 



Saul went out and fought Amalek, but he altered the command. “But Saul and the people 

spared Agag, and the best of the sheep, and of the oxen… and would not utterly destroy them” 

(1 Samuel 15:9). The Holy Ghost does not describe this as a minor oversight. He describes it as 

willful refusal. “Would not utterly destroy.” That means Saul’s will opposed God’s will. Saul did 

not lack information. Saul lacked submission. Saul was not confused. Saul was stubborn. 

And the verse shows the standard pattern of stubbornness: spare what benefits you. Saul 

destroyed what was “vile and refuse” and kept what was “good” (1 Samuel 15:9). That is not 

obedience. That is selective morality. That is self sitting on the throne deciding what God “really 

meant.” The moment you decide which commands you will keep and which commands you will 

modify, you have declared yourself lord over Scripture. That is idolatry. That is stubbornness. 

2. SAUL’S FIRST LIE: “I HAVE PERFORMED” WHEN THE EVIDENCE SAYS OTHERWISE 

When Samuel arrives, Saul leads with religion and confidence. “Blessed be thou of the LORD: I 

have performed the commandment of the LORD” (1 Samuel 15:13). That line is one of the 

clearest windows into the stubborn heart. The stubborn heart can disobey and still insist it 

obeyed. It can violate God’s word and still claim righteousness. It can keep its idol and still sing 

hymns. That is how deceived self-will can become. The man is not merely lying to Samuel. He is 

lying to himself. 

Samuel does not debate theory. He points to evidence. “What meaneth then this bleating of the 

sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I hear?” (1 Samuel 15:14). That is God’s 

method. God has a way of letting your disobedience make noise. You can talk all you want, but 

the sheep bleat. You can claim obedience, but the oxen low. There is always something in your 

life that will testify against you if you have edited God’s command. 

This is why stubbornness is so dangerous. It can live comfortably with contradiction. It can claim 

holiness while practicing compromise. It can say “performed” while the evidence screams 

“perverted.” That is why the Bible warns, “He that covereth his sins shall not prosper” (Proverbs 

28:13). Saul is covering. Samuel is uncovering. And the uncovering is mercy, because God 

exposes stubbornness to give a man a chance to repent before consequences harden. 

3. THE BLAME SHIFT: STUBBORNNESS ALWAYS FINDS SOMEONE ELSE TO ACCUSE 

When Saul is confronted, he does what stubborn people always do: he shifts blame. “They have 

brought them from the Amalekites” (1 Samuel 15:15). Notice the word “they.” Saul is the king. 

Saul is the commander. Saul received the command. But now Saul suddenly becomes a 

spectator. The sheep just showed up. The oxen just wandered in. The people did it. Saul is 

innocent. 



That is not repentance. That is evasion. Stubbornness hates confession because confession 

dethrones self. So it points fingers. Adam blamed Eve. Eve blamed the serpent. Saul blames the 

people. That is the same spirit. It is the refusal to say, “I sinned.” It is the refusal to take 

responsibility. And when a leader refuses responsibility, he multiplies sin because he teaches 

everyone under him how to excuse sin. 

Saul even tries to sound spiritual while blaming them. He says the people spared the best “to 

sacrifice unto the LORD thy God” (1 Samuel 15:15). That is one of the most revealing phrases in 

the chapter. “Thy God.” Saul is distancing himself. He is using religious language as a shield. He is 

blaming the people and invoking sacrifice, all while refusing to simply admit he disobeyed. That 

is stubbornness in a suit. 

4. THE RELIGIOUS CLOAK: “SACRIFICE” AS A SUBSTITUTE FOR HEARKENING 

Samuel answers Saul’s religious excuse with a verse that should be nailed to every church door. 

“Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the 

LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams” (1 Samuel 

15:22). That is the difference between true worship and counterfeit religion. True worship 

submits. Counterfeit religion performs. True worship obeys. Counterfeit religion offers religious 

activity as a bribe. 

This is the religious cloak stubbornness loves. It can always produce a spiritual-sounding reason 

for disobedience. It can always explain why it had to compromise. It can always appeal to 

ministry, sacrifice, intention, or circumstance. But God does not judge by intention. God judges 

by obedience. “He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me” 

(John 14:21). Love is proven by keeping, not by talking. 

So Saul’s excuse was not merely weak. It was insulting. It treated God like a pagan deity who 

could be appeased by offerings while being defied in commands. That is witchcraft thinking. It is 

transactional. It is manipulation. And Samuel demolishes it by saying God delights in obeying His 

voice more than in religious ceremony. If a man wants to know whether his religion is real, he 

should ask one question: do I hearken? 

5. THE REAL ISSUE: SAUL REJECTED THE WORD, AND GOD REJECTED SAUL 

Samuel does not leave the issue in vague terms. He defines it: “For rebellion is as the sin of 

witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry” (1 Samuel 15:23). That means Saul’s 

partial obedience was rebellion. Saul’s selective sparing was stubbornness. Saul’s religious 

explanation was idolatry. And then Samuel states the verdict: “Because thou hast rejected the 

word of the LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being king” (1 Samuel 15:23). The rejection 

of the word is the heart of stubbornness. 



This is why partial obedience is total disobedience. The moment Saul rejected any part of the 

command, he rejected the authority behind the command. He did not merely disobey a detail. 

He disobeyed God. He replaced God’s word with his own judgment. And that is the essence of 

rebellion. A man cannot claim God is Lord while treating God’s words as optional suggestions. 

The rejection of the word is the rejection of the Lordship of God. 

And when God rejects, consequences follow. Saul’s life becomes a slow unraveling. He loses the 

kingdom. He loses fellowship. He loses peace. He becomes paranoid, jealous, insecure, and 

tormented. The Bible says later, “the Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul, and an evil spirit 

from the LORD troubled him” (1 Samuel 16:14). When a man insists on his own will, he forfeits 

the sweetness of God’s presence, and he invites torment. Stubbornness always costs more than 

the stubborn man thinks. 

6. SAUL’S REPENTANCE WAS POLITICAL, NOT SPIRITUAL 

Saul does eventually admit, “I have sinned” (1 Samuel 15:24). But his confession reveals its 

nature. He says, “I have transgressed the commandment of the LORD, and thy words: because I 

feared the people, and obeyed their voice” (1 Samuel 15:24). Notice he still keeps the blame 

alive. He feared the people. He obeyed their voice. That is not brokenness. That is explanation. 

That is damage control. 

Then Saul shows what he really wants. “Honour me now, I pray thee, before the elders of my 

people, and before Israel” (1 Samuel 15:30). That is the heart of Saul. Reputation. Image. Public 

honor. He is not primarily concerned with God’s approval. He is concerned with people’s 

perception. That is why he was stubborn in the first place. Stubbornness is often tied to pride, 

and pride is tied to image. The stubborn man cannot bear to be humbled, so he keeps a 

religious mask on even when God has already exposed him. 

This is why Samuel’s words about the kingdom are so final. “The LORD hath rent the kingdom of 

Israel from thee this day” (1 Samuel 15:28). Saul’s repentance did not reverse that. Saul’s 

confession did not fix the damage. Because stubbornness carries consequences, and some 

consequences are not reversible. That is why Proverbs warns, “He, that being often reproved 

hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy” (Proverbs 29:1). 

Saul hardened. The rent came. The remedy was gone. 

7. THE LESSON FOR EVERY BELIEVER: YOU CAN’T OBEY GOD YOUR WAY 

Saul’s story is not in the Bible to fill space. It is in the Bible to warn every believer who thinks he 

can obey God on his own terms. Saul tried to “perform” while editing the command. He tried to 

keep what he wanted and still claim obedience. He tried to use sacrifice as a spiritual cover. That 

is the same temptation every Christian faces, especially when obedience costs something. The 

flesh always wants to negotiate. 



But the Bible is plain. God wants hearkening. God wants obedience. God wants submission to 

His word. That is why Jesus said, “Why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I 

say?” (Luke 6:46). You cannot call Him Lord and then treat His commands like suggestions. That 

is Saul’s religion, and it ends in rejection and torment. 

So the test of stubbornness is not whether you talk about God. The test is whether you obey 

God when obedience crosses your flesh. The test is whether you accept the whole counsel of 

God or only the parts that flatter you. The stubborn heart is always selective. The humble heart 

yields. “Submit yourselves therefore to God” (James 4:7). Submission is the opposite of 

stubbornness. Submission is the cure. 

CONCLUSION 

Saul’s anatomy is the anatomy of polished stubbornness. He did not deny God openly. He 

modified God’s command. He spared what he wanted, kept what benefited him, and destroyed 

what was worthless (1 Samuel 15:9). Then he claimed obedience with a smile: “I have 

performed the commandment of the LORD” (1 Samuel 15:13), while the evidence bleated and 

lowed against him (1 Samuel 15:14). That is stubbornness wearing religion, disobedience 

dressed up as devotion, compromise wrapped in spiritual vocabulary. 

Samuel exposed the lie at the center of Saul’s religion: “To obey is better than sacrifice, and to 

hearken than the fat of rams” (1 Samuel 15:22). Saul wanted sacrifice as a substitute for 

submission. He wanted God’s approval without God’s authority. That is why Samuel called it 

what it was: “rebellion… witchcraft” and “stubbornness… idolatry” (1 Samuel 15:23). Saul 

rejected the word of the Lord, and the Lord rejected Saul (1 Samuel 15:23). Partial obedience is 

total disobedience because the moment you edit God’s words, you have rejected God’s 

authority. 

And the consequences were real. The kingdom was rent. The Spirit departed. Torment followed. 

Saul’s later admissions were political, not spiritual, because he still craved public honor more 

than God’s pleasure (1 Samuel 15:30). That is the warning for any believer tempted to obey God 

“their way.” You cannot obey God your way. Obedience is not negotiation. Hearkening is not 

compromise. The Lord does not need your sacrifice if your will is still on the throne. The only 

safe place for a man is under the authority of the word of God, because the moment self 

becomes the editor, stubbornness becomes the ruler, and consequences become inevitable. 
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INTRODUCTION 



The Bible has a way of taking an invisible sin and giving it a visible body. Stubbornness is in the 

will, but God will paint it on the neck. He will take the inner posture of rebellion and draw you a 

picture you can see: “stiffnecked.” That word is not a polite psychological description. It is God’s 

diagnosis of pride that refuses to turn. A stiff neck is what an ox does when it refuses the yoke. 

A stiff neck is what a man does when he locks up inside and decides, “Nobody is moving me.” 

And when that stiff neck is aimed at God, it is not just attitude. It is warfare. 

The danger of stiffneckedness is not that it lacks information. Stiffneckedness is stubbornness 

with religious history attached. It is a man who has seen enough to know better and still refuses 

to yield. It is a people who have heard God’s words, witnessed God’s works, carried God’s name, 

and still stiffen against Him. That is why Moses used it, the prophets used it, and the Holy Ghost 

brought it right into the New Testament preaching. Stephen looked at religious men who had 

the Scriptures, the temple, the ceremonies, the lineage, the history, and he said, “Ye stiffnecked 

and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost” (Acts 7:51). Notice the 

connection. Stiffnecked is resisting the Holy Ghost. That is not a personality quirk. That is a 

spiritual crime. 

So this tenth essay in The Anatomy of Stubbornness will expand the study by moving from 

“stubborn” to the Bible’s allied term “stiffnecked.” We will trace it through Moses and the 

prophets and into Acts. We will show that stiffneckedness is the body language of pride against 

God, the physical picture of someone refusing to turn. We will connect it to the inability to 

repent because repentance requires turning, and a stiff neck will not turn. And we will press the 

warning that a person can be surrounded by truth, raised in truth, taught truth, and still be 

stiffnecked, meaning the truth never becomes obedience. 

1. “STIFFNECKED” IS A PICTURE OF THE WILL REFUSING THE YOKE 

God chose a word that carries an image. A stiff neck is not flexible. It will not bend. It will not 

turn. It resists direction. That is why the Bible links it to rebellion. In plain life, when a man 

stiffens his neck, he is signaling defiance. He is saying, “I’m not budging.” Spiritually, 

stiffneckedness is that same defiance aimed at God. It is the will bracing itself against the Lord’s 

authority. 

This is why God likens His people to oxen and yokes at times. The yoke is guidance, restraint, 

and direction. The stiff neck refuses it. That is why repentance is so hard for a proud man. 

Repentance requires bending. Repentance requires turning. Repentance requires admitting you 

were wrong. A stiff neck refuses all of it because it would rather break than bow. 

Proverbs warns about this exact spirit: “He, that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall 

suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy” (Proverbs 29:1). Hardeneth his neck is 

stiffneckedness. Often reproved means repeated truth and repeated warning. Suddenly 



destroyed means judgment can come fast. Without remedy means there is a point where the 

consequences are irreversible. That is the danger of a stiff neck. It is not merely stubbornness. It 

is stubbornness hardened into a posture. 

2. MOSES’ DIAGNOSIS: STIFFNECKED IN THE PRESENCE OF MIRACLES 

When Moses calls Israel stiffnecked, he is not speaking to pagans who have never heard of God. 

He is speaking to a people who have seen God’s power firsthand. They watched Egypt judged. 

They watched the sea part. They watched manna fall. They drank water from a rock. They heard 

thunder at Sinai. And still they resisted. That is why stiffneckedness is so offensive. It is rebellion 

in the presence of light. 

Moses said to the Lord, “I know that this people is stiffnecked” (Exodus 32:9). That statement 

came after the golden calf, after Israel had watched God’s deliverance and then turned around 

and worshiped an image. That is stiffneckedness. It is not a lack of evidence. It is a refusal to 

yield to the evidence. It is the heart saying, “I want my idols anyway.” Later Moses repeats it: 

“Understand therefore, that the LORD thy God giveth thee not this good land to possess it for 

thy righteousness; for thou art a stiffnecked people” (Deuteronomy 9:6). That is God’s verdict. 

Their blessings were not earned. Their stubbornness was real. 

And Moses ties stiffneckedness to ongoing provocation. “Ye have been rebellious against the 

LORD from the day that I knew you” (Deuteronomy 9:24). That is a lifelong pattern. 

Stiffneckedness is not a one-time flare-up. It is a settled resistance. It is the same spirit that says, 

“I’m not turning,” even when God’s Word is plain and God’s hand is obvious. 

3. THE PROPHETS’ WARNING: STIFFNECKEDNESS AS SPIRITUAL DEAFNESS 

The prophets pick up the same word because the same sin kept repeating. God did not run out 

of patience quickly. He sent prophets “rising up early and sending them” (Jeremiah 7:13). He 

gave warnings, invitations, rebukes, and calls to return. But the stiffnecked people treated 

correction like enemy action. They did not merely ignore God. They resisted Him. 

Jeremiah says, “But they hearkened not, nor inclined their ear, but made their neck stiff, that 

they might not hear, nor receive instruction” (Jeremiah 17:23). That verse shows you 

stiffneckedness is connected to refusal to hear. They “made their neck stiff.” That is deliberate. 

They stiffened themselves. And why? “That they might not hear.” They did not want to hear 

because hearing would require obedience. That is the root. The stiff neck is chosen because 

obedience is hated. 

Nehemiah looks back on Israel’s history and says, “They… hardened their necks, and hearkened 

not to thy commandments” (Nehemiah 9:29). Again the neck is hardened, and the result is 

refusing commandments. That proves the connection. Stiffneckedness is not a cultural trait. It is 



a spiritual posture of refusing God’s Word. And when a man refuses God’s Word long enough, 

he becomes spiritually deaf by choice. 

4. STIFFNECKEDNESS IS STUBBORNNESS WITH RELIGIOUS HISTORY ATTACHED 

This is where stiffneckedness becomes especially dangerous. It is not the rebel who grew up in 

darkness. It is the rebel who grew up in light. It is the person surrounded by truth, raised in 

truth, taught truth, and yet the truth never becomes obedience. They have Bible vocabulary. 

They have religious tradition. They have “heritage.” But their neck is still stiff. 

That is why Stephen’s sermon in Acts 7 is so explosive. He rehearses Israel’s history, showing 

how God repeatedly sent deliverers and how the people repeatedly resisted. Then he turns and 

says, “Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost” 

(Acts 7:51). The phrase “uncircumcised in heart and ears” means inwardly unyielded. Outward 

religion does not fix an inward stiff neck. A man can have outward signs and still be 

uncircumcised inside. 

Stephen’s point is that religious history can become insulation against repentance. A man thinks 

he is safe because he is part of the “right crowd,” has the “right background,” knows the “right 

phrases.” But God does not judge your background. God judges your obedience. The stiffnecked 

person often has the most religion and the least surrender, because religion can be used as a 

shield to avoid turning. 

5. REPENTANCE REQUIRES TURNING, AND A STIFF NECK WILL NOT TURN 

Repentance is not a tear. Repentance is not a mood. Repentance is turning. God said, “Turn ye, 

turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die?” (Ezekiel 33:11). That is God’s plea. Turn. 

Turning requires humility, admission, and movement away from sin and toward God. A stiff neck 

refuses that movement. It refuses to turn because turning means admitting you were wrong. 

The New Testament continues the same call. “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your 

sins may be blotted out” (Acts 3:19). Converted means turned. Repentance and conversion are 

not theoretical. They are directional. They are the will bending under God. And a stiffnecked 

man cannot do that while pride is ruling. Pride would rather keep the face than save the soul. 

This is why stiffneckedness is tied to judgment. Proverbs 29:1 said the man who hardens his 

neck after being reproved will be destroyed without remedy. The stiff neck is a sign that the 

heart is hardened. And when the heart is hardened, the conscience becomes dull. The man can 

sit under preaching and remain unmoved. He can read Scripture and remain unchanged. He can 

see chastening and remain unbroken. That is stiffneckedness, truth resisted until the truth 

becomes merely noise. 

6. THE STIFFNECKED SPIRIT RESISTS THE HOLY GHOST AND MAKES TRUTH AN ENEMY 



Stephen said, “Ye do always resist the Holy Ghost” (Acts 7:51). That means stiffneckedness is 

active resistance, not passive ignorance. The Holy Ghost convicts, the stiffnecked heart pushes 

back. The Word corrects, the stiffnecked will stiffens. The conscience warns, the stiffnecked 

pride argues. This is why stiffneckedness often produces hostility toward preaching that 

demands repentance. It does not just disagree. It takes offense. 

This also explains why stiffnecked people often attack the messenger. Stephen’s sermon was 

Bible history and Bible truth, and they responded by killing him (Acts 7:54-60). That shows you 

what stubbornness turns into when it hardens long enough. It becomes violent against truth. 

Maybe not with stones today, but with slander, with ridicule, with deflection, with character 

attacks, with endless excuses. The stiffnecked person cannot refute the truth, so he resents the 

one who speaks it. 

So stiffneckedness is not a harmless trait. It is the body language of pride aimed at God. It is the 

soul resisting the Spirit. It is the heart refusing instruction. It is the will refusing to turn. That is 

why the Bible says, “They mocked the messengers of God, and despised his words, and misused 

his prophets, until the wrath of the LORD arose… till there was no remedy” (2 Chronicles 36:16). 

No remedy comes after persistent resistance. That is the end of stiffneckedness. 

7. THE REMEDY: A BROKEN NECK IS BETTER THAN A STIFF NECK 

If a stiff neck is pride refusing to turn, then the remedy is humility that bends. God says what He 

looks for: “To this man will I look… and trembleth at my word” (Isaiah 66:2). Trembling at the 

Word means you do not argue first. You do not defend self first. You submit. That trembling is 

the opposite of stiffneckedness. The stiffnecked man stiffens at the Word. The humble man 

trembles at the Word. 

The Bible also says, “Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may 

exalt you in due time” (1 Peter 5:6). Humbling yourself is bending. It is turning. It is yielding. A 

man can either humble himself voluntarily or be humbled by judgment. Israel had to learn that 

lesson repeatedly. Saul learned it too late. Many do. That is why the call is urgent: “Today if ye 

will hear his voice, harden not your hearts” (Hebrews 3:7-8). Harden not means do not stiffen. 

Do not brace against God. 

So if the Lord is convicting, the safe response is not to argue, not to delay, not to negotiate. The 

safe response is to turn. Confess and forsake (Proverbs 28:13). Submit to God (James 4:7). Let 

the truth become obedience. Otherwise the truth will only become condemnation, because 

light resisted becomes judgment. 

CONCLUSION 



Stiffneckedness is stubbornness made visible. It is the body language of pride against God, the 

picture of a man who will not turn. Moses used it because Israel saw miracles and still resisted 

(Exodus 32:9; Deuteronomy 9:6). The prophets used it because the people “made their neck 

stiff, that they might not hear, nor receive instruction” (Jeremiah 17:23). And the Holy Ghost 

carried it into the New Testament because religious history does not cure rebellion. Stephen 

looked at Bible-trained, temple-attending men and said, “Ye stiffnecked… ye do always resist the 

Holy Ghost” (Acts 7:51). That proves stiffneckedness is not ignorance. It is resistance. 

The reason stiffneckedness is so deadly is because repentance requires turning. God’s call is 

“Turn ye” (Ezekiel 33:11), and the apostles preached, “Repent… and be converted” (Acts 3:19). 

A stiff neck refuses to turn because turning would require humility, admission, and surrender. So 

the stiffnecked person can be surrounded by truth, raised in truth, taught truth, and still never 

obey truth. They can have history without hearkening, religion without repentance, and 

knowledge without submission. 

So the warning is plain. Do not let truth become noise. Do not let preaching become 

entertainment. Do not let Bible knowledge become insulation against obedience. A stiff neck 

will eventually meet a breaking point, because the God who calls for turning also warns of 

judgment. “He, that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and 

that without remedy” (Proverbs 29:1). Better to bend now under God’s Word than to be broken 

later under God’s hand. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Stubbornness is bad enough when it is still a choice, when the conscience still speaks and the 

man still knows what he is doing. But the Bible warns about something worse, a stage where 

stubbornness hardens into a condition, where refusal becomes inability. That is when the will 

has said “no” so many times that “no” becomes the permanent posture of the heart. At first the 

man says, “I will not.” Later he says, “I cannot.” And by the time he gets to “I cannot,” he does 

not mean he lacks information. He means he has lost tenderness. He means he has scar tissue 

where sensitivity used to be. He means he can hear truth and feel nothing but irritation, 

because the conscience has been seared and the heart has become hard. 

This is why Scripture uses the language of hardness, stiffneckedness, and searing. God is 

warning you that stubbornness develops momentum. It does not sit still. It digs in. It grows 

roots. And once it grows roots, it begins to reshape the man. He does not merely do wrong; he 



becomes resistant to right. He does not merely dabble in sin; he becomes trapped in sin. That is 

why Pharaoh is such a terrifying pattern. Pharaoh did not begin as a man who could not let 

Israel go. He began as a man who would not. But every “would not” brought him closer to 

“could not,” until judgment fell and there was no turning. 

So this eleventh essay in The Anatomy of Stubbornness will deal with the progression from 

stubbornness to hardening, using biblical patterns like Pharaoh and the repeated language of 

hard hearts. We will show how a person can reach a point where they did not merely refuse the 

truth, they now cannot hear it without anger, because the conscience has been cauterized and 

the heart has built scar tissue. We will warn that stubbornness is dangerous because what starts 

as “I will not” becomes “I cannot,” and then people end up trapped in patterns they once 

defended. And we will press the urgency of responding while the heart is still tender, because 

delayed obedience is often the first step into permanent hardness. 

1. THE BIBLE TREATS HARDNESS AS A PROGRESSION, NOT A SUDDEN ACCIDENT 

Hardness of heart is not usually lightning. It is usually layers. The Bible does not present 

hardness as something that simply “happens” to innocent people. It presents it as something 

that develops through repeated resistance. That is why the Spirit speaks so urgently: “Today if 

ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts” (Hebrews 3:7-8). Harden not your hearts implies 

the heart can be hardened by choice. It implies that hardness is something you can cooperate 

with or resist. 

This is also why Proverbs warns about repeated reproof. “He, that being often reproved 

hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy” (Proverbs 29:1). 

Often reproved means multiple warnings, multiple opportunities, multiple calls to repent. 

Hardeneth his neck means the man stiffens against correction. Suddenly destroyed means 

judgment can come quickly. Without remedy means there is a point where the consequences 

can no longer be reversed. That verse is a warning about progression: warnings rejected 

become hardness, hardness becomes destruction. 

So the Bible’s pattern is consistent. God speaks. Man resists. God speaks again. Man resists 

again. The resistance changes the man. It does not leave him neutral. It makes him harder. And 

that is why you never treat stubbornness like a harmless quirk. Every refusal is a brick. 

Eventually you have built a wall between your heart and the truth, and then you wonder why 

truth sounds like an insult. 

2. PHARAOH: THE CLASSIC CASE OF “I WILL NOT” TURNING INTO “I CANNOT” 

Pharaoh is the case study God put in Scripture so nobody can pretend hardness is theoretical. 

Pharaoh heard the command: “Let my people go” (Exodus 5:1). Pharaoh’s first answer was not 

ignorance. It was pride. “Who is the LORD, that I should obey his voice… I know not the LORD, 



neither will I let Israel go” (Exodus 5:2). That is stubbornness. That is self on the throne. That is a 

man rejecting God’s authority because he refuses to bow. 

From there the story becomes a pattern of hardening. The Bible repeatedly tells you Pharaoh’s 

heart was hardened. At times it states Pharaoh hardened his own heart, and at times it states 

the Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart, but the outcome is the same: persistent refusal produced a 

hardened condition. Pharaoh did not wake up one morning unable to obey. He woke up 

determined not to obey, and that determination carved a groove into his soul until it became 

the only groove he could walk in. 

That is the terrifying lesson. A man can train himself into bondage. He can practice disobedience 

until disobedience becomes his reflex. He can resist truth until truth becomes unbearable. And 

then, even when consequences are crushing him, he still will not yield, because he has become 

hardened. Pharaoh’s hardness did not protect him. It destroyed him. “The LORD hardened the 

heart of Pharaoh” (Exodus 9:12) is not God making an innocent man evil. It is God handing a 

stubborn man over to the hardness he chose, letting him reap what he sowed until judgment 

finished the lesson. 

3. HARDNESS OF HEART MAKES TRUTH FEEL LIKE AN ATTACK 

One of the clearest signs a heart is hardening is how it reacts to truth. A tender heart can be 

corrected and feel conviction. A hard heart can be corrected and feel rage. The same light that 

softens wax hardens clay. It is not the light’s fault. It is the material. That is why the same 

preaching can lead one man to repentance and another man to hostility. 

Scripture describes this kind of reaction. When Stephen preached to religious men, the Bible 

says, “When they heard these things, they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed on him with 

their teeth” (Acts 7:54). Cut to the heart is conviction. Gnashing teeth is rage. Instead of 

yielding, they attacked. That is hardness. Their hearts did not respond with repentance, they 

responded with violence, because stubbornness had progressed into a settled resistance. 

This is why the Bible warns about resisting the Holy Ghost. “Ye stiffnecked… ye do always resist 

the Holy Ghost” (Acts 7:51). Always resist means habitual resistance, repeated resistance, 

practiced resistance. A man can resist so long that resistance becomes his personality. Then 

truth is not heard as help. It is heard as insult. And that is the stage where refusal begins to look 

like inability, because the man’s reflex is anger, not humility. 

4. THE CONSCIENCE CAN BE SEARED: SCAR TISSUE ON THE SOUL 

God did not give you a conscience so you could ignore it. He gave it as an alarm, a witness, a 

warning light. But Scripture teaches a conscience can be damaged. Paul warns about those 

“having their conscience seared with a hot iron” (1 Timothy 4:2). A hot iron sears flesh and kills 



sensitivity. After enough searing, you can touch what should hurt and feel nothing. That is the 

spiritual picture. Repeated sin, repeated excuses, repeated resistance to truth can cauterize the 

conscience until the man becomes numb to conviction. 

That is why stubbornness is so deadly. It does not merely offend God. It changes the sinner. The 

sinner becomes less able to feel. He becomes less able to respond. He becomes less able to be 

moved by Scripture. That numbness is not a personality trait. It is scar tissue. 

And scar tissue produces new habits. A man who used to tremble at sin now jokes about sin. A 

man who used to fear God now debates God. A man who used to blush now boasts. The Bible 

described that end stage when it said some “glory in their shame” (Philippians 3:19). When 

shame becomes glory, the conscience is burned. At that point, stubbornness has moved from “I 

will not” to “I cannot,” because the man’s ability to feel conviction has been damaged by his 

own repeated refusals. 

5. HARDNESS TRAPS PEOPLE IN PATTERNS THEY ONCE DEFENDED 

One of the great lies of sin is that you remain in control. You do not. Sin advertises freedom and 

delivers bondage. Jesus said, “Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin” (John 8:34). 

Servant means slave. The man thought he was choosing. Later he finds out he is chained. That is 

exactly how stubbornness works. At first the man defends his habit. Later the habit owns him. 

At first he calls it “my choice.” Later it becomes “my life.” That is the momentum of 

stubbornness turning into hardness. 

The book of Proverbs speaks of this trap. “His own iniquities shall take the wicked himself, and 

he shall be holden with the cords of his sins” (Proverbs 5:22). Holden with cords means bound. 

The man is tied up by what he practiced. And stubbornness is what tightens the knot, because 

stubbornness refuses to confess and forsake, which is the only way to loosen the cords. “Whoso 

confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy” (Proverbs 28:13). Mercy is offered, but 

stubbornness refuses it. 

So you end up with people trapped in patterns they once defended. They defended the 

relationship that destroyed them. They defended the habit that enslaved them. They defended 

the entertainment that corrupted them. They defended the bitterness that ate them alive. And 

by the time they see the damage, their heart is hard, and turning feels impossible. That is what 

this essay is warning about. Stubbornness is a seed that grows into a cage. 

6. DELAYED OBEDIENCE IS OFTEN THE FIRST STEP INTO PERMANENT HARDNESS 

The devil does not need you to say “never.” He just needs you to say “later.” “Go thy way for this 

time; when I have a convenient season, I will call for thee” (Acts 24:25). Felix did not refuse with 



profanity. He postponed with politeness. But postponement is one of the most dangerous forms 

of stubbornness, because it gives the heart time to harden while the conscience quiets down. 

That is why Hebrews insists on “today.” “Today if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts” 

(Hebrews 3:7-8). Today means now, not when you feel like it, not when it is convenient, not 

when the consequences get worse, not when you’re older. The longer you wait, the more the 

heart stiffens. The more it stiffens, the less you want to obey. And that is how “I will not” 

becomes “I cannot.” A man does not fall into hardness by accident. He drifts into it by delay. 

Proverbs 29:1 confirms it again. Often reproved means the man had chances. He had 

opportunities. He heard truth more than once. But he hardened his neck. That is what delay 

does. Delay is rehearsing refusal while pretending you are still open. But every delay trains the 

heart to resist. Eventually the heart learns to say “no” automatically. 

7. THE WAY BACK: RESPOND WHILE THE HEART IS STILL TENDER 

If hardness is scar tissue, then the only hope is God’s mercy softening what sin has hardened. 

The Lord is able to do that, but the man must respond. That is why the Spirit says, “To day if ye 

will hear his voice” (Hebrews 3:15). Hearing is not mere listening. It is hearkening. It is yielding. 

It is turning. 

The Bible describes God’s desire for tenderness. “A broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou 

wilt not despise” (Psalm 51:17). Contrite means crushed, humbled, softened. That is the 

opposite of hardness. And God promises attention to that kind of heart. “To this man will I 

look… and trembleth at my word” (Isaiah 66:2). Trembling at the Word is tenderness. It is 

humility. It is the willingness to be corrected. 

So the call is simple and urgent. Stop rehearsing refusal. Stop delaying obedience. Confess and 

forsake and receive mercy (Proverbs 28:13). Submit to God (James 4:7). Turn while turning is 

still possible. If you wait until the heart is fully hard, you may find yourself in the terrifying place 

Proverbs 29:1 warned about, “without remedy.” Not because God lacked power, but because 

the man refused the only cure long enough for refusal to become his condition. 

CONCLUSION 

Hardness of heart is stubbornness that has matured. It is what happens when a man keeps 

saying “I will not” until his heart becomes trained to resist and he ends up living as if he 

“cannot.” Pharaoh is the Bible’s billboard for that progression. He began in pride, “neither will I 

let Israel go” (Exodus 5:2), and every refusal drove him deeper into hardness until judgment fell. 

Hardness is not neutral. It is momentum. It is resistance practiced until it becomes reflex. 

The danger is that hardness changes how truth feels. A tender heart can be corrected and 

repent. A hard heart can be corrected and rage. Stephen’s hearers were “cut to the heart” and 



yet “gnashed on him with their teeth” (Acts 7:54). That is conviction rejected, truth resisted, 

pride stiffened. And when a conscience is “seared with a hot iron” (1 Timothy 4:2), sensitivity 

dies. The man becomes numb, and numbness is terrifying because it can look like confidence 

while it is actually spiritual death creeping in. 

So the warning must be urgent. Delayed obedience is often the first step into permanent 

hardness. Felix postponed truth with “a convenient season” (Acts 24:25), and that 

postponement is one of the devil’s favorite tools because it hardens the heart quietly. That is 

why God says “Today” (Hebrews 3:7-8). Today is the moment of softness. Today is the moment 

of choice. Turn now, while the heart can still turn, because if you keep defending your chains, 

you may eventually find you cannot break them, not because God is unwilling to save, but 

because stubbornness has built scar tissue where repentance used to live. 

 

 

12 of 12: The Anatomy of Stubbornness - The Cure: A Broken Spirit and a Heart That Trembles 

INTRODUCTION 

If you have followed this series all the way through, then you have watched stubbornness in 

every costume it wears. You have seen it loud and restless, and you have seen it polished and 

religious. You have seen it in the stubborn son, in the stubborn generation, in Saul’s partial 

obedience, in stiffnecked pride, and in the hardness that comes when refusal becomes inability. 

You have seen how it starts as a choice and ends as a condition, how “I will not” turns into “I 

cannot,” and how a man can be surrounded by truth and still never obey it. And after all that, 

there is only one honest question left: what is the cure? Not the therapy answer, not the public 

relations answer, not the religious performance answer, but God’s answer. 

God does not accept image management as repentance. God does not accept excuses as 

humility. God does not accept theological gymnastics as surrender. A man can learn to talk like a 

saint while living like a rebel, and God is not fooled by vocabulary. Saul had vocabulary. Pharaoh 

had excuses. Israel had history. And they all proved that stubbornness can live right next to 

religion. So the cure has to go deeper than behavior. It has to go to the will. It has to go to the 

throne. It has to answer the question of who is God in this man’s life, because stubbornness is 

ultimately self enthroned, and the only cure is self dethroned. 

That is why the Bible does not end this subject with a lecture. It ends it with a heart. God says 

plainly, “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou 

wilt not despise” (Psalm 51:17). That is not weakness. That is sanity. And God adds the contrast 

in Isaiah: “To this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth 



at my word” (Isaiah 66:2). There is the cure. A heart that trembles. A spirit that breaks. A will 

that bows. So this final essay will land the whole series by showing the only cure God accepts, 

real repentance, real surrender, real teachability, because stubbornness always ends the same 

way if left unchecked, but grace can still rescue the hardest case if the will finally bows. 

1. THE CURE IS NOT IMAGE MANAGEMENT, BECAUSE GOD LOOKS AT THE HEART 

Stubborn people are often excellent at managing appearance. They can look strong while being 

rebellious. They can look confident while being deceived. They can look spiritual while resisting 

God. Saul is the classic example. He disobeyed and then said, “I have performed the 

commandment of the LORD” (1 Samuel 15:13). That is image management. He wanted the 

appearance of obedience without the cost of obedience. And when confronted, he wanted 

honor before men even after judgment was pronounced: “Honour me now, I pray thee, before 

the elders of my people” (1 Samuel 15:30). That is pride protecting reputation. 

But God does not judge by appearances. “The LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on 

the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7). That verse is 

placed right after Saul’s failure for a reason. God is showing you that the man who can fake it 

before people cannot fake it before God. You can fool a congregation. You can fool your family. 

You can fool your friends. You can even fool yourself. But you cannot fool the One who sees the 

heart. 

So the cure cannot be “better optics.” The cure cannot be “trying harder” while still loving the 

idol. The cure has to be inward. It has to be the heart changed, the will broken, the pride 

humbled. Until that happens, the stubborn man will simply find new ways to wear his rebellion. 

He will trade one costume for another and still refuse to bow. 

2. THE CURE IS NOT EXCUSES, BECAUSE GOD DOES NOT NEGOTIATE WITH SELF-WILL 

One of the trademarks of stubbornness is excuse-making. Pharaoh said, “Who is the LORD, that 

I should obey his voice?” (Exodus 5:2). Saul blamed the people. Israel blamed circumstances. 

Stubbornness is always ready with reasons. But God does not negotiate with a rebellious will. 

God commands, and the command tests the heart. A man can debate God’s Word and still be 

lost in his own pride, because debate is often just resistance with fancy words. 

That is why the Holy Ghost warns so urgently: “Today if ye will hear his voice, harden not your 

hearts” (Hebrews 3:7-8). Harden not your hearts is not a suggestion. It is a warning. It is God 

telling you that excuses and delays are not neutral. They harden the heart. They build scar 

tissue. They train the soul to resist. And that is why delayed obedience is often the first step into 

permanent hardness. A man thinks he is still open because he has not said “never,” but every 

“later” is training the will to say “no.” 



So the cure is not explanation. The cure is submission. It is hearkening. “To obey is better than 

sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams” (1 Samuel 15:22). Hearkening is not talking about 

God. Hearkening is yielding to God. If a man wants to know whether he is cured of 

stubbornness, he should ask himself one question: when the Book corrects me, do I bow, or do I 

bargain? 

3. GOD’S ACCEPTED SACRIFICE: A BROKEN SPIRIT AND A CONTRITE HEART 

God’s cure is not complicated, but it is costly to pride. David gave it plainly: “The sacrifices of 

God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise” (Psalm 

51:17). A broken spirit is not depression. It is surrender. It is the end of self-rule. It is the will 

finally admitting, “I am not God.” A contrite heart is not mere sadness. It is humility that agrees 

with God’s verdict. 

This is why humility is not weakness. Humility is sanity. Humility is aligning with reality. Reality is 

that God is God and you are not. Reality is that the Bible is right and your flesh is wrong. Reality 

is that the heart is deceitful (Jeremiah 17:9) and cannot be trusted as a final authority. The 

stubborn man treats his feelings like truth. The humble man treats God’s Word like truth. That is 

the difference. 

And God promises He does not despise that kind of heart. Stubborn people often fear 

brokenness because they think it is humiliation. But God says He receives it. God welcomes it. 

God does not crush the contrite; He heals the contrite. “The LORD is nigh unto them that are of 

a broken heart” (Psalm 34:18). That is not religion. That is rescue. 

4. THE HEART GOD LOOKS AT: “TREMUBLETH AT MY WORD” AS THE OPPOSITE OF 

STUBBORNNESS 

Isaiah 66:2 gives you one of the clearest contrasts in the entire Bible. God says, “To this man will 

I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word” (Isaiah 66:2). 

That is not theatrical trembling. That is reverence. That is the heart posture of a man who fears 

God more than he fears losing face. The stubborn man trembles at embarrassment. The humble 

man trembles at the Word. 

A man who trembles at the Word does not argue with Scripture to protect his preferences. He 

does not twist Scripture to keep his idols. He does not selectively obey what fits his flesh and 

reject what crosses it. He yields. He fears God. And that fear produces obedience. “The fear of 

the LORD is to hate evil” (Proverbs 8:13). If a man claims he fears God but keeps hugging evil, 

his fear is fake, his religion is performance, and his stubbornness is still ruling. 

This is also why people can be raised in truth and still be stiffnecked. Truth around you is not the 

same as truth in you. Truth on your shelf is not the same as truth in your will. A man can 



memorize verses and still resist the Holy Ghost. Stephen said, “Ye stiffnecked… ye do always 

resist the Holy Ghost” (Acts 7:51). The cure is not more information. The cure is trembling at 

what you already know. Trembling turns knowledge into obedience. 

5. REAL REPENTANCE: TURNING, NOT TALKING, AND SURRENDERING, NOT SPINNING 

Repentance is one of the most abused words in religion because people reduce it to emotion. 

Repentance is not merely feeling bad. Repentance is turning. God said, “Turn ye, turn ye from 

your evil ways; for why will ye die?” (Ezekiel 33:11). That is a command. Turning is movement. 

Turning is direction. Turning is the will choosing God over sin. 

The New Testament preaches the same. “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins 

may be blotted out” (Acts 3:19). Converted means turned. The stubborn man hates turning 

because turning requires admitting he was wrong. That is why stubbornness produces hardness. 

It refuses to turn until it loses the ability to turn. So repentance must be urgent. “Today” is 

God’s word (Hebrews 3:7-8). Today is when the heart is still tender enough to move. 

So real repentance means real surrender. It means confessing and forsaking. “Whoso confesseth 

and forsaketh them shall have mercy” (Proverbs 28:13). The stubborn man wants mercy 

without forsaking. God does not offer that deal. Mercy is given when the heart yields. Grace 

flows where pride breaks. “God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble” (James 

4:6). A stubborn heart is resisted. A humble heart is helped. 

6. REAL TEACHABILITY: A SPIRIT THAT CAN BE CORRECTED WITHOUT RAGING 

One of the surest marks of stubbornness is how a man responds to correction. A stubborn man 

treats correction like persecution. He treats rebuke like hatred. He treats disagreement like 

disrespect. But a teachable man can be corrected without exploding because his identity is not 

built on being right. His identity is built on belonging to God. 

The Bible praises that spirit. “Rebuke a wise man, and he will love thee” (Proverbs 9:8). That is a 

miracle of grace. A wise man loves the one who rebukes him because he loves truth more than 

pride. The stubborn man hates the one who rebukes him because he loves pride more than 

truth. So teachability is not an academic trait. It is a spiritual trait. It is humility. It is a heart that 

trembles at the Word. 

This is why the cure is a broken spirit. Brokenness makes a man teachable. It makes him pliable. 

It makes him responsive. Without brokenness, the man stays stiff. With brokenness, the man 

can turn. That is why God sometimes uses chastening to break stubbornness, because 

stubbornness will not bow voluntarily. “Before I was afflicted I went astray: but now have I kept 

thy word” (Psalm 119:67). Affliction can be mercy if it produces obedience. But it is better to 

bow before affliction forces you to. 



7. GRACE CAN RESCUE THE HARDEST CASE, BUT ONLY WHEN THE WILL BOWS 

This is where the series must end with hope and with warning. Hope, because grace is stronger 

than stubbornness. God can soften what sin has hardened. God can break what pride has 

stiffened. God can take a stiff neck and make it a bowed head. He can take a hard heart and 

make it tender. That is why He promises a new heart in Scripture. He is able to change the 

inward man. 

But the warning is just as real. God will not do it while a man insists on being his own god. God 

will not bless rebellion. God will not honor self-will. God will not reward stubbornness with 

peace. The man must yield. “Submit yourselves therefore to God” (James 4:7). Submission is not 

a feeling. It is an act of the will. The will bows. The idol falls. The heart turns. That is the cure. 

So if someone says, “I want the cure,” the answer is not complicated. Tremble at the Word 

(Isaiah 66:2). Confess and forsake (Proverbs 28:13). Turn today (Hebrews 3:7-8). Humble 

yourself under God’s hand (1 Peter 5:6). Deny self and follow Christ (Luke 9:23). Those are not 

suggestions. They are the path out of stubbornness. And if a man refuses them, he is choosing 

the same end stubbornness always brings, hardness, ruin, and judgment, because the wages of 

rebellion are always paid in full. 

CONCLUSION 

The cure for stubbornness is not cleverness. It is brokenness. God will not accept image 

management, excuses, or religious performance as repentance. He looks at the heart (1 Samuel 

16:7). He requires hearkening, not sacrifice (1 Samuel 15:22). And the sacrifice He accepts is not 

an animal on an altar but a will on the altar. “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken 

and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise” (Psalm 51:17). That is God’s cure. 

And Isaiah 66:2 draws the line so clean you cannot miss it. God looks at the man who is “poor 

and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word” (Isaiah 66:2). Trembling at the Word is the 

opposite of stubbornness. It is sanity. It is agreeing with God about God. It is the mind and will 

finally aligning with the truth that God is Lord and His Word is final. That humility produces real 

repentance, real turning, real surrender, and real teachability. 

So the last warning stands. Stubbornness always ends the same way if left unchecked. It 

hardens. It traps. It blinds. It destroys. But grace can still rescue the hardest case if the will 

finally bows. God can turn a stiff neck into a bowed head, and a hard heart into a tender one, 

but He will not do it while a man insists on being his own god. If the cure is wanted, then the 

cure is available, but it comes only one way, through humility, repentance, and trembling 

submission to the Word of the living God. 

 



The Anatomy of Stubbornness - Series Conclusion 

If there is one thing this series has proven, it is that stubbornness is never “just how someone 

is.” The Bible treats it as a moral and spiritual posture, not a temperament. It is the will refusing 

to bow, the heart refusing to be set aright, and the neck refusing to turn. That is why Scripture 

keeps yoking stubbornness to rebellion, idolatry, and hardening. A man can dress it up as 

conviction, independence, or discernment, but God calls it what it is because God is trying to 

save the man before the sin finishes its work. Stubbornness is not strength, it is pride protecting 

an idol. And whether it shows up in a child who despises correction, in a generation that repeats 

sin after mercy, or in a king like Saul who edits God’s words with a religious smile, it always has 

the same root and it always produces the same fruit. 

The path we traced is the path stubbornness always walks if it is not judged. It begins with 

refusal, then becomes resistance, then hardens into inability. What starts as “I will not” 

becomes “I cannot,” and by then the person does not merely disagree with truth, they feel 

threatened by it. That is why stiffnecked language is so vivid, because repentance requires 

turning, and a stiff neck will not turn. And that is why the warnings in Scripture are so urgent, 

“Today if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts” (Hebrews 3:7-8), because delaying 

obedience is rarely neutral. It is training the heart to resist, building scar tissue over the 

conscience, making correction feel like persecution. You can be surrounded by truth, raised in 

truth, taught truth, and still end up stiffnecked, because the issue was never information. The 

issue was the will. 

But this series did not end in despair, because God never exposes a disease without offering the 

cure. The cure is not image management, excuses, or religious performance. The cure is the end 

of self-rule. “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, 

thou wilt not despise” (Psalm 51:17). And God draws the contrast plainly: “To this man will I 

look… and trembleth at my word” (Isaiah 66:2). That trembling is not fear of losing face, it is fear 

of God. It is sanity. It is finally agreeing with God about God, and agreeing with God about you. 

When a man trembles at the Word, he stops editing it, stops bargaining with it, stops defending 

his idols, and starts hearkening. That is where grace flows, because “God resisteth the proud, 

but giveth grace unto the humble” (James 4:6). 

So the final word is simple and personal. Stubbornness will take you where you do not want to 

go if you keep feeding it. It will cost you peace, cost you joy, cost you fellowship, and if you 

harden long enough it can cost you everything God meant your life to be. But grace can still 

rescue the hardest case when the will finally bows. God can turn a stiff neck into a bowed head. 

God can take a heart that has resisted for years and make it tender again. The only thing that 

will stop Him is the one thing that started all the trouble, a man insisting on being his own god. 

If you want the cure, then stop negotiating with the Book, stop defending what God condemns, 



stop delaying what God commands, and bow while your heart can still turn. That is not 

weakness. That is wisdom. That is life. 

 

 

 


