
The Anatomy of Hate 

Series 1-40 

By Paul Tackett 

VerseQuest Ministries 

 

Series Introduction 

The word hate is one of the most abused words in the modern vocabulary, and one of the most 

misunderstood words in the modern church. In the world, “hate” has been turned into a 

political club and a psychological label, so that any disagreement, any rebuke, any moral 

boundary, and any refusal to celebrate sin can be dismissed as “hate.” In the average pulpit, the 

reaction has been just as dangerous in the opposite direction: preachers avoid the word 

entirely, as if the Bible is embarrassed by it. But the Scriptures are not embarrassed, because 

God is not confused. The King James Bible uses the word with moral precision. Sometimes 

hatred is condemned as darkness and murder-seed, and sometimes hatred is commanded as 

the proper response to evil, lying, idolatry, and corrupt religion. That alone proves the first rule 

of this series: hate is morally judged by its object, not by its volume. The question is never 

merely “Do you hate?” The question is, “What do you hate, and why, and with what spirit?” 

This series studies the word hate the way Bible believers are supposed to study Bible words: by 

letting Scripture define Scripture. We are not coming to the Book with a therapist’s dictionary, a 

culture-war dictionary, or a denominational dictionary. We are coming to the text with 

reverence, plain sense, and fear of God, and we are going to watch how the Holy Ghost uses the 

word across the whole canon. That means we track the word forms, first mentions, repeated 

patterns, and key contexts, especially where the Lord Himself speaks. We compare law, 

prophets, psalms, gospels, and epistles, because God’s vocabulary doesn’t contradict itself—it 

clarifies itself. We look at who is hating, what is being hated, and what the fruit of that hatred is, 

because hatred never stays theoretical; it always produces either holiness or havoc. We also pay 

attention to the “neighbors” of the word—malice, envy, lying, idolatry, rebuke, covenant loyalty, 

truth, and darkness—because God often defines a thing by what it travels with. Our method is 

simple: collect the evidence, honor the context, and let the Bible set the rules. 

What we cover is the full anatomy of hatred from Genesis to Revelation, showing both the sin of 

hatred and the sacred necessity of hatred when it is aimed where God aims it. We begin with 

foundational definitions, first mentions, and early warnings in family life and national conflict, 

where hate shows up as a spiritual and relational force, not merely an emotion. We move into 

the law where God forbids brother-hatred “in thine heart” and commands rebuke instead of 



secret resentment, exposing how hatred hides behind silence and politeness. We study hatred 

as warfare, hatred as ambush, hatred in the home, hatred that rises from guilt and projection, 

hatred that targets prophets and rebukers, and hatred that turns correction into strife. We then 

take the reader deep into the Psalms and Proverbs where holy hatred is tied to loving the LORD, 

hating evil, hating false ways, and hating lying, while also exposing hidden hatred, flattering 

hatred, whisper-network hatred, and “cruel hatred” that enjoys oppression. We examine God’s 

own hatred—His hate list, His hatred of corrupt worship and idolatry, His hatred of treachery—

and we draw the necessary conclusion: God’s love includes chastening, and God’s hatred 

includes judgment, because God is holy. 

From there the series presses into the New Testament where the word reaches full moral 

brightness. We study the world’s hatred of Christ and the believer because truth exposes evil 

works, showing why light will always be resisted by darkness. We examine Christ’s hard 

discipleship language where “hate” is used comparatively to demand that nothing outrank 

loyalty to Him, and we anchor that in the doctrinal reality that a man cannot serve two masters: 

he will love one and hate the other. We walk through Romans where the saved man learns the 

inward war—hating sin while battling the flesh—so hatred becomes spiritual ammunition 

instead of despair. We confront John’s epistles where brother-hatred is labeled murder in seed 

form and proves darkness, shutting down every attempt to baptize feuds and cliques as 

“discernment.” We also deal with prophetic hatred—“perpetual hatred” under judgment and 

hatred used as a rod in end-time betrayal—so the reader learns to distinguish between hatred 

as sin in man and hatred as judgment in God’s hand. Finally, we bring the whole study to the 

practical finish line: learning how to cultivate righteous hatred for evil and falsehood while 

guarding the heart from bitterness, cruelty, hypocrisy, and spiritual theater, so the believer can 

stand in truth with a clean conscience and still obey Christ’s command to do good to them that 

hate him. 

The purpose of this series is not to create angry Christians. It is to create clear Christians—

people who stop letting the world define the Bible’s words, and start letting the Bible define the 

world’s lies. It is to restore moral nerve without sacrificing charity, to restore separation without 

feeding spite, to restore rebuke without breeding cruelty, and to restore a fear of God that is not 

ashamed of God’s vocabulary. By the end, the reader should understand that hatred is not 

automatically wicked and love is not automatically holy; both are judged by their object and 

spirit. The final aim is a believer who hates what God hates, loves what God loves, endures 

being hated without becoming bitter, and carries a clean heart with a steel spine—because that 

is what it takes to live for Jesus Christ in a world that has made peace with evil. 

 

 



1 of 40: The Anatomy of Hate - The Bible Definition That Destroys the Modern One 

Introduction 

The modern crowd has a fake definition for the word “hate,” and it’s been pushed so hard, so 

long, and so slick, that even Bible-believing people start flinching when they see the word in 

black and white. They’ve been trained like a dog with a shock collar. Say “hate,” and somebody 

yelps, “That’s not Christlike,” while they wink at the very sins that nailed Christ to the cross. The 

problem is not that the Bible uses the word hate; the problem is that the Bible uses it 

accurately, and modern religion uses it emotionally. The world wants you to believe hate is 

merely a feeling, a vibe, a mood, a chemical bubble in the brain, something you can’t help, 

something you can excuse, something you can rename. But Scripture treats hate as a moral 

direction, a chosen loyalty, a spiritual allegiance. It’s not judged by its volume; it’s judged by its 

object. 

If hatred were automatically sinful, then God would be a sinner, and that’s blasphemy on its 

face. Yet the Bible says, “These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination 

unto him” (Proverbs 6:16). It says, “I the LORD love judgment, I hate robbery for burnt offering” 

(Isaiah 61:8). It records the Lord Jesus commending a church because “thou hatest the deeds of 

the Nicolaitans, which I also hate” (Revelation 2:6). So right at the start of this series, you have 

to make a choice: either the Bible is allowed to define the word, or the culture is. You can’t keep 

both definitions without breaking something, and what always breaks is your discernment. 

This opening study lays down the ground rules for everything that follows. There is a hatred God 

commands, and there is a hatred God condemns. There is a hatred that is holiness, and a hatred 

that is darkness. There is a hatred that protects love, and a hatred that destroys love. There is 

hatred aimed at evil, and hatred aimed at people. There is hatred that is righteous separation, 

and hatred that is fleshly revenge. If you mix these up, you will either become a soft fool that 

can be led anywhere, or you’ll become a hard hypocrite that weaponizes Scripture for cruelty. 

The Bible doesn’t call you to either one. It calls you to a clean heart and a straight spine. 

1. The Modern Definition Is a Trap to Disarm Righteousness 

The world defines hate like a thermometer reading. If you “feel” something strong, then you are 

“hateful.” That definition is a trick. It makes morality psychological instead of spiritual, and it 

gives sinners a lever to control you. Under that system, the man who hates child abuse is 

“hateful,” the man who hates lies is “hateful,” the man who hates perversion is “hateful,” and 

the man who hates false doctrine is “hateful.” Meanwhile, the liar, the pervert, and the heretic 

get to hide behind the word “love” like it’s a bulletproof vest. The culture’s goal is simple: 

rename the believer’s resistance as hate, then shame him into silence, then run the whole town 

while he apologizes for being alive. 



But the Bible refuses that definition. Scripture doesn’t treat hate as a temperature; it treats it as 

a direction. A man can feel hot and still do right, and a man can feel calm and still do wicked. 

The Bible doesn’t ask, “How intense is your emotion?” It asks, “What do you love, and what do 

you hate?” That’s why it pairs them like opposite rails on the same track. “A time to love, and a 

time to hate” (Ecclesiastes 3:8). Not because God approves mood swings, but because life forces 

moral choices. If you truly love what is right, you will inevitably hate what destroys it. Love 

without hatred for evil is just sentimentality wearing perfume. 

That’s why Scripture exposes the twisted heart by showing what it hates. “Fools hate 

knowledge” (Proverbs 1:22). “Seeing thou hatest instruction, and castest my words behind 

thee” (Psalms 50:17). “He that hateth reproof is brutish” (Proverbs 12:1). Notice, it doesn’t say 

the fool merely lacks knowledge; it says he hates it. He resents truth because truth threatens his 

pride. He hates instruction because instruction implies he is not the authority. The modern 

definition can’t even handle those verses, because it reduces hate to mere feeling, while the 

Bible reveals hate as rebellion against light. 

2. God’s Hatred Is Holy, Judicial, and Clean 

You can’t start the Anatomy of Hate without facing the hardest fact first: God hates. If you try to 

build your doctrine around the idea that “God is love” means “God never hates,” you are going 

to smash headfirst into the Book. “The foolish shall not stand in thy sight: thou hatest all 

workers of iniquity” (Psalms 5:5). That is not an embarrassed footnote; that is the Word of the 

living God. “The LORD trieth the righteous: but the wicked and him that loveth violence his soul 

hateth” (Psalms 11:5). That’s not a therapist’s journal entry; that is God’s moral verdict. 

Now here is where people get sloppy and dangerous. God’s hatred is not a flare of temper. It is 

not petty. It is not wounded ego. It is not insecurity. God is not hating because He “needs 

healing.” God’s hatred is the settled, holy opposition of His nature to sin, corruption, and 

rebellion. When He says He hates something, He is telling you the moral shape of reality. He is 

telling you what destroys life, what defiles holiness, what crushes the innocent, what mocks 

righteousness, what damages souls. The Lord’s hatred is part of His goodness, because if He did 

not hate evil, He would not be good. 

That’s why the Bible connects God’s hatred to His justice and judgment. “Thou shalt not bow 

down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God… of them that 

hate me” (Exodus 20:5). The hatred there is not a man shouting at the sky; it is idolatry, 

covenant treason, choosing another god. God calls it hate because that is what it is. If a wife 

gives her heart to another man, she may still say she “respects” her husband, but the covenant 

reads it as hatred. The covenant doesn’t care about her speeches; it cares about her loyalty. 



And don’t miss this: God’s love includes chastisement, because He loves righteousness more 

than He loves your comfort. “For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son 

whom he receiveth” (Hebrews 12:6). The modern church has a cotton-candy Christ that never 

rebukes and never corrects, and then they call that “love.” The Bible says real love disciplines, 

and real holiness hates what destroys. So when God says He hates, you’re not seeing a flaw in 

God; you’re seeing a flaw in your training. The culture trained you to feel guilty for agreeing with 

God. 

3. The Bible Commands Hatred—But It Commands It Toward the Right Target 

The clearest command is simple and sharp: “Ye that love the LORD, hate evil” (Psalms 97:10). 

That’s not optional. That’s not “only if you have the personality.” That is the duty of anyone who 

claims to love the Lord. If you love the Lord and you don’t hate evil, then your “love” is just a 

religious word you use to describe yourself. Holy love is not blind, and holy love is not tolerant 

of poison. Love protects, and protection requires opposition. 

Proverbs defines that hatred with precision: “The fear of the LORD is to hate evil: pride, and 

arrogancy, and the evil way, and the froward mouth, do I hate” (Proverbs 8:13). Notice the 

objects: pride and arrogancy are not cute personality quirks; God wants them hated. The 

froward mouth is not “just how I talk”; God wants it hated. The evil way is not a “different 

lifestyle”; God wants it hated. That right there explains why modern Christianity is so weak. It 

treats sin as a “struggle” but rarely as something to be hated. It wants to manage it, counsel it, 

medicate it, rename it, but not hate it. Yet the Word says hatred of evil is part of fearing God. 

The Psalms show how this hatred grows in a man who loves the Book. “Through thy precepts I 

get understanding: therefore I hate every false way” (Psalms 119:104). That hatred is not 

irrational rage; it is understanding. The more a man sees how false ways destroy homes, corrupt 

minds, and mislead souls, the more he hates them. The psalmist continues, “I hate vain 

thoughts: but thy law do I love” (Psalms 119:113). He says, “I hate and abhor lying: but thy law 

do I love” (Psalms 119:163). That’s not bitterness; that’s clarity. It’s the moral vision of a man 

whose heart has been trained by Scripture. 

And when you see the Lord Jesus praising hatred in a church, that wipes out the sentimental lie 

that all hatred is sin. “But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I 

also hate” (Revelation 2:6). Christ does not rebuke them for hate; He commends them for 

hating the right thing. He does not say, “Try to be more accepting of corrupt deeds.” He says, 

“Good. Keep that disgust. Don’t make peace with what I hate.” If the Lord can say “I also hate,” 

then the believer who never hates anything is not spiritual; he’s domesticated. 

4. The Bible Condemns Hatred—But It Condemns It Toward the Wrong Target 



Now the same Book that commands hatred of evil also condemns hatred of a brother. “Thou 

shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart” (Leviticus 19:17). That verse is sneaky sharp, because 

it doesn’t only condemn outward hatred. It condemns inward hatred. It doesn’t say, “Don’t 

punch him.” It says, “Don’t store hate in the heart.” And God doesn’t stop there; He says, “thou 

shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbour, and not suffer sin upon him” (Leviticus 19:17). That 

means God would rather you deal with an issue openly and righteously than privately stew in 

hatred. Silent hatred is not maturity; it is hidden poison. 

In the New Testament, the Holy Ghost gets even more direct. “Whosoever hateth his brother is 

a murderer” (1 John 3:15). That is not hyperbole for dramatic effect; that is God telling you what 

hatred is in seed form. Murder is hatred that finally found an opportunity. That’s why John says, 

“He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in darkness even until now” (1 John 

2:9). He says the same man “walketh in darkness… because that darkness hath blinded his eyes” 

(1 John 2:11). Hatred is not just a sin; it is a blindness that spreads. 

Then John drops a verse that should end all religious pretending: “If a man say, I love God, and 

hateth his brother, he is a liar” (1 John 4:20). Notice, the Bible doesn’t say he’s “hurting,” or 

“going through something,” or “processing.” It says he is a liar. The Bible doesn’t coddle hatred. 

It exposes it. You can’t claim love for the unseen God while hating the seen brother and still 

speak truthfully. That kind of hate is not “discernment.” It is not “standing for truth.” It is fleshly 

darkness, even if it quotes verses while it does it. 

So here is the first major rule of the series: hatred is judged by its object. Hatred aimed at evil is 

righteousness. Hatred aimed at a brother is darkness. That doesn’t mean you pretend evil is 

good. That doesn’t mean you pretend error is harmless. That doesn’t mean you compromise 

truth. It means you keep your hatred aimed where God aims it. The modern crowd wants you to 

hate righteousness and love sin. God tells you to love righteousness and hate sin. Your target 

proves your allegiance. 

5. Hate as Allegiance: Two Masters, One Heart, One Direction 

Hate shows up in Scripture as proof of loyalty. “No man can serve two masters: for either he will 

hate the one, and love the other” (Matthew 6:24). That verse tells you hatred is not merely 

emotional; it is directional. A man may claim he “likes” both masters, but his life will prove he 

loves one and hates the other. He will obey one and resist the other. He will excuse one and 

critique the other. His time, money, attention, and obedience will reveal where his love sits and 

where his hate sits. 

That’s why the Law speaks of “them that hate me” in connection with idolatry (Exodus 20:5). 

That’s why Deuteronomy says God repays “them that hate him” (Deuteronomy 7:10). Hatred 

there is not a mood; it is refusal of God’s authority. It is choosing idols, choosing rebellion, 



choosing sin. In other words, hatred is covenant language. It is loyalty language. It is the moral 

direction of a heart that refuses God. 

And that’s why Christ can say hard things about discipleship using the word hate. “If any man 

come to me, and hate not his father, and mother… he cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:26). That 

is not Christ commanding emotional hostility toward family; it is Christ demanding ultimate 

loyalty. He is saying, “If family outranks Me, you are not Mine.” He uses the strongest word 

because He is cutting through the world’s soft lies. The world worships family, worships self, 

worships comfort, worships reputation, and then tries to tack Jesus on like a bumper sticker. 

Christ refuses that. He demands a throne, not a corner. 

So hatred, in a biblical sense, is often the evidence of priority. It is the proof of what you will 

reject when push comes to shove. That’s why this series will keep pressing one question: what 

do you hate, and why? If you hate correction, you love pride. If you hate truth, you love 

darkness. If you hate evil, you love righteousness. If you hate your brother, you love your own 

ego. If you hate God’s authority, you love being your own god. That’s the Bible definition, and it 

destroys the modern one. 

6. The World’s Hate: Light Exposes Darkness, and Darkness Bites Back 

The Lord Jesus explains the world’s hatred in one sentence that should settle a thousand 

confused conversations. “The world cannot hate you; but me it hateth, because I testify of it, 

that the works thereof are evil” (John 7:7). The world hates exposure. It doesn’t hate you 

because you are cruel; it hates you because your message says sin is sin. Christ did not merely 

offer “inspiration.” He testified. He exposed. He named what was evil. He called men to repent. 

And the world answered with hatred because darkness always hates light. 

John states that law again: “For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the 

light, lest his deeds should be reproved” (John 3:20). That’s the anatomy of hatred in one verse. 

Hatred is often self-defense for the guilty conscience. A man hates the light because the light 

threatens his secret life. A man hates rebuke because rebuke threatens his pride. A man hates 

holiness because holiness threatens his lust. That’s why Amos says, “They hate him that 

rebuketh in the gate” (Amos 5:10). When truth becomes public, the guilty become furious. 

Hatred is often the tantrum of sin when it gets cornered. 

Then the Lord warns you what will happen when sin increases and truth decreases. “And then 

shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another” (Matthew 

24:10). Hate spreads like infection when offense becomes a lifestyle. People get trained to take 

everything personally, to interpret correction as attack, to treat boundaries as violence, to treat 

disagreement as hatred. That is how a culture creates permanent conflict. The devil doesn’t 



need everybody to be violent; he just needs everybody to be touchy and offended, because 

offended people are easy to steer. 

So you will not survive the Christian life if you treat hatred as evidence you did something 

wrong. Sometimes hatred is evidence you did something right. “If the world hate you, ye know 

that it hated me before it hated you” (John 15:18). “Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate 

you” (1 John 3:13). The world hated Christ when He was perfect. So if you think you can live so 

kindly and so carefully that nobody ever hates you, what you really mean is that you intend to 

avoid truth when truth would cost you. The world can tolerate a toothless religion. It hates a 

sharp Book. 

7. The Rules of Holy Hatred: A Clean Heart, a Right Target, and Real Charity 

Now this is where you have to be honest, because people either swing left into softness or 

swing right into cruelty. The left swing says, “Never hate anything,” and it ends in compromise. 

The right swing says, “Hate everything and everyone that bothers me,” and it ends in self-

righteous rage. The Bible calls you out of both ditches. It commands hatred of evil and forbids 

hatred of a brother, and then it tells you how to behave toward enemies without surrendering 

truth. “Love your enemies… do good to them that hate you” (Matthew 5:44). That command is 

not permission to approve wickedness; it is power to refuse bitterness. 

There is a difference between loving a person and loving what they do. The Lord Jesus loved 

sinners enough to die for them, but He never loved sin. He never softened the truth so a man 

could keep his idols. He said, “Go, and sin no more,” and He said, “Except ye repent, ye shall all 

likewise perish,” and He said, “Ye are of your father the devil,” when the context demanded it. 

That is not hatred toward people; that is truth toward people. Modern religion confuses truth 

with hatred because it has been trained to worship comfort. But Scripture commands charity 

without compromise, and it commands hatred without cruelty. 

So here is how you keep the blade clean. You hate evil because God hates evil, not because evil 

bruised your ego. You hate lies because lies destroy, not because you love winning arguments. 

You hate false doctrine because it damns, not because you love being “right.” You hate pride 

because pride ruins souls, not because you want to look superior. If the root of your hatred is 

self, it will rot. If the root of your hatred is holiness, it will produce clarity. “The fear of the LORD 

is to hate evil” (Proverbs 8:13), and fear of the Lord is clean. 

And you keep the heart clean by remembering this: hatred is not your master. Christ is. Your 

emotions are not your authority. Scripture is. If you hate evil, you don’t become evil to fight it. If 

you hate lies, you don’t lie to defeat liars. If you hate corruption, you don’t corrupt your 

methods to expose corruption. That’s how the devil wins—he gets you to adopt the very thing 

you claim to oppose. The end of this opening study is simple: let God define hate, let God assign 



the targets, and let God govern your spirit. Hate what God hates, love what God loves, and 

refuse to let the world shame you for agreeing with God. 

Conclusion 

So the Bible definition destroys the modern one because it refuses to reduce hate to a mood. 

Hate in Scripture is moral direction and spiritual allegiance. It is judged by its object, not by its 

intensity. God hates, the Lord Jesus hates certain deeds, and the Bible commands the saint to 

hate evil. At the same time, the Bible condemns hatred toward a brother and calls it darkness 

and murder in seed form. That means you can’t “solve” hate by banning the word. You solve it 

by aiming it correctly and cleansing the heart behind it. 

The modern church has been trained to fear the word hate more than it fears sin, and that swap 

has made people soft, confused, and easily controlled. If the devil can convince you that hating 

evil is “unloving,” then he can walk evil straight through the front door while you apologize for 

resisting it. But the Book will not let you live that way. “Ye that love the LORD, hate evil” (Psalms 

97:10). If you love the Lord and refuse that command, you are not becoming more Christlike; 

you are becoming more worldly. 

This series is going to draw a hard line between holy hatred and fleshly hatred, between truth 

and cruelty, between discernment and bitterness. You’re going to see hatred as rebellion, 

hatred as hypocrisy, hatred as exposure, hatred as warfare, hatred as judgment, and hatred as 

moral clarity. But every step begins here: let the Bible define the word. Once you let Scripture 

speak, you’ll stop flinching when the culture screams, and you’ll start fearing the Lord more 

than you fear man. That’s where a clean conscience and real power live. 

 

 

2 of 40: The Anatomy of Hate - First Mentions and First Warnings 

Introduction 

When a man wants to understand a Bible word, the safest thing he can do is go back to where 

God first plants it, because the first mention is usually the root system. The world runs to a clinic 

and tries to define hatred with hormones, trauma labels, personality types, and “triggers,” but 

the Holy Ghost never starts there. The first time you see the word “hate” in the Book, you are 

not in a therapy office talking about feelings; you are in the real world where seed, inheritance, 

and survival are on the line. You are dealing with enemies, family bonds, covenant outcomes, 

and the kind of decisions that don’t care what your childhood was like. That doesn’t mean 

emotions are fake; it means emotions are not the judge. Scripture treats hate like a moral 



direction—something you choose, something you aim, something you justify, something you 

reap. 

The first mentions of the word “hate” in Genesis show you something the modern church hates 

to admit: hatred grows in the soil of fear, guilt, and unresolved wrongs. It shows up where there 

is something to lose, something to protect, something to cover up, or something to control. The 

first mention is tied to “those which hate them” in a blessing over seed and gates (Genesis 

24:60). The next appearance is Isaac saying, “seeing ye hate me, and have sent me away from 

you?” (Genesis 26:27). Then Joseph’s brothers, under the weight of their own sin, say, “Joseph 

will peradventure hate us, and will certainly requite us all the evil which we did unto him” 

(Genesis 50:15). Those are not random. They are three doors into the same house: hatred is 

connected to conflict over seed, conflict over space, and conflict over guilt. 

So this study is going to do what the Bible itself does. We’re going to track the first occurrences 

and treat them like landmarks. We’re going to look at what hate is attached to, what it 

produces, and why it keeps showing up where fear and guilt live. The first pages of Scripture 

already expose hatred as spiritual, relational, and judicial. It is not merely “how you feel,” it is 

what you do with what you feel, and what you choose to become when you’ve been crossed, 

threatened, or exposed. 

1. First Mention: Hatred Is Linked to Seed, Gates, and Warfare 

The first time the word appears, it is wrapped inside a blessing spoken over Rebekah: “be thou 

the mother of thousands of millions, and let thy seed possess the gate of those which hate 

them” (Genesis 24:60). That is not a poem about inner peace. That’s battle language. Gates in 

the ancient world are authority, commerce, judgment, control of the city. The blessing assumes 

enemies. It assumes opposition. It assumes that seed will be contested and hated, and that the 

victory is not achieved by everybody holding hands and singing about tolerance. The blessing 

expects warfare and promises dominance at the gate. 

That first mention tells you hatred is not an “accident of feeling.” It is often a posture taken 

toward a line, a seed, a people, a purpose. Hatred targets what threatens someone else’s 

control. Even if a man can’t explain it, even if he dresses it up in polite speech, hatred is 

frequently aimed at what God is building. The devil has always hated the seed line, because the 

first prophecy in the Bible points to it: “I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and 

between thy seed and her seed” (Genesis 3:15). The Book begins with enmity and ends with 

judgment, and in between you watch hatred show up wherever God’s purposes advance. 

You learn something else right away: the Bible does not treat hatred as a strange exception; it 

treats it like a predictable feature of a fallen world. The blessing does not say, “May everyone 

like you.” It says, “May your seed possess the gate of those which hate them” (Genesis 24:60). 



That means hatred is expected, but it is not final. Hatred can be loud, but God can still give His 

people the gate. So from the first mention onward, you are dealing with hatred as conflict over 

authority, inheritance, and destiny, not merely a bad emotion to be managed. 

2. First Warning in the Background: Hatred Is Born Where Enmity Is Allowed to Live 

Before the word “hate” ever shows up in Genesis, the concept is already there. Cain’s face falls, 

jealousy rises, and the first murder happens. The Bible doesn’t have to use the word hate to 

show you hatred, because hatred is not merely vocabulary, it’s direction. The spirit behind Cain 

is the spirit behind every hater: “And wherefore slew he him? Because his own works were evil, 

and his brother’s righteous” (1 John 3:12). That is hatred in pure form—resentment of 

righteousness because it exposes wickedness. 

So when you arrive at Genesis 24 and you see “those which hate them” (Genesis 24:60), you 

already have the pattern: hatred is often a response to God’s favor and God’s choice. It isn’t 

always because you did something wrong; sometimes it’s because God is doing something right. 

That’s why the Lord Jesus can later say, “The world… hateth me, because I testify of it, that the 

works thereof are evil” (John 7:7). Light provokes hatred from darkness because darkness does 

not want exposure. 

This matters because it keeps you from two errors. One error is acting surprised when hatred 

shows up, as if persecution is always a sign that you failed. The other error is assuming all 

hatred aimed at you is holy, as if you can never be wrong. The Book teaches balance. Cain hated 

Abel because Abel’s righteousness condemned Cain’s evil. But plenty of men are hated because 

they are obnoxious, dishonest, or proud. So the first warning is not “hatred never comes.” The 

first warning is: check what kind of hatred you are dealing with, and check what it is attached to. 

And the first pages of Scripture show you that hatred usually begins inside before it ever comes 

outside. Cain’s murder began with an inward refusal to do right. Isaac’s conflict begins with men 

who cannot tolerate God’s blessing on Isaac. Joseph’s brothers’ fear begins with guilt they never 

settled. Hatred is rarely sudden; it is cultivated. It grows in a heart that will not repent, will not 

yield, will not confess, will not forgive, will not be corrected. By the time hatred speaks, it has 

already been rehearsed. 

3. Isaac and the “Hate Me” Crowd: Hatred Often Follows God’s Blessing 

When Isaac says, “Wherefore come ye to me, seeing ye hate me, and have sent me away from 

you?” (Genesis 26:27), you are looking at a familiar human hypocrisy. These men push him out, 

resist him, and resent him, and then when trouble comes, they come back looking for peace 

and advantage. That’s the world’s pattern: it hates righteousness when righteousness is strong, 

and then it wants a treaty when righteousness is useful. Hatred isn’t always consistent; it is 

often opportunistic. 



Isaac’s story shows you that hatred often follows blessing like a shadow. God blesses Isaac, Isaac 

prospers, and the Philistines envy him. They stop his wells. They push him away. What is that? 

It’s hatred aimed at inheritance and provision. It’s hatred aimed at a man’s place. It’s hatred 

motivated by envy, and envy is just hatred wearing a green mask. The Book says, “A sound heart 

is the life of the flesh: but envy the rottenness of the bones” (Proverbs 14:30). Rotten bones 

make rotten hearts, and rotten hearts produce hatred. 

And notice how Isaac responds. He doesn’t turn into a frantic brawler. He moves, he digs again, 

he keeps walking, he keeps trusting God. Isaac’s restraint is not cowardice; it is faith. He is not 

defined by their hatred. That’s a lesson most believers need, because the first time someone 

hates them, they think their whole identity is now “the hated one.” The Book never teaches you 

to build your identity on your enemies. It teaches you to walk with God while enemies do what 

enemies do. 

Yet Isaac is not naive. He calls it what it is: “ye hate me.” He doesn’t pretend it didn’t happen. 

He doesn’t rename it into something cute. He doesn’t say, “Well, we just had different 

communication styles.” He identifies hatred plainly, and that’s part of wisdom. Some people 

don’t want peace; they want control. Some people don’t want truth; they want advantage. 

When they can’t get it, they hate. Isaac’s question in Genesis 26:27 is the first time you see a 

righteous man confronting hatred without becoming hateful. That’s a model worth keeping. 

4. Joseph’s Brothers: Guilt Anticipates Hate and Projects It 

Genesis 50 is one of the clearest pictures in the Bible of how hatred and guilt interact. Joseph’s 

brothers say, “Joseph will peradventure hate us, and will certainly requite us all the evil which 

we did unto him” (Genesis 50:15). That is the guilty conscience speaking like a prophet—but a 

false prophet. They do not know Joseph’s heart; they know their own sin. They assume hatred 

in him because hatred is what they deserve. Then they fear payback because payback is what 

they would do if the roles were reversed. 

That is a major law in human behavior: people who do evil expect hatred, and when they expect 

hatred, they start seeing hatred everywhere—even where it doesn’t exist. They misread silence 

as hostility. They misread restraint as plotting. They misread distance as revenge. Then they 

react to imaginary hatred as if it’s real. That is how hatred multiplies: sin produces guilt, guilt 

produces suspicion, suspicion produces defensive hostility, and defensive hostility produces real 

conflict. 

Joseph’s brothers also reveal something else: unresolved wrongs keep a man living in fear. Years 

have passed. Joseph has provided for them. Joseph has wept over them. But their guilt is still 

sitting inside them like a live coal. The death of their father triggers the fear: now Joseph will 

“requite us.” Their fear is not based on Joseph’s character; it is based on their sin record. When 



you don’t settle sin biblically, you don’t heal; you just delay the panic until the next pressure 

point. 

And Joseph’s response is one of the great antidotes to hatred in Scripture. He says, “Fear not: 

for am I in the place of God?” (Genesis 50:19). Then he gives one of the clearest providence 

statements in the Bible: “But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto 

good” (Genesis 50:20). Joseph refuses to become their judge. He refuses to feed the cycle of 

hatred. He refuses to let their evil re-shape his spirit. That response doesn’t erase their 

responsibility, but it destroys hatred’s power to control the future. 

5. First Warnings in the Pattern: Hatred Attacks Peace, Space, and Trust 

Put those first mentions together and you see the early anatomy of hatred. In Genesis 24:60, 

hatred is aimed at a seed line and a gate—authority and destiny. In Genesis 26:27, hatred is 

aimed at a man’s place—wells, provision, territory, peace. In Genesis 50:15, hatred is expected 

as a consequence—justice feared by the guilty. So hatred first appears as conflict over what 

matters: who will rule, who will inherit, who will possess, who will be secure, who will be 

vindicated. 

That’s why hatred is so often tied to fear. Fear says, “If I don’t stop you, I will lose something.” 

Envy says, “If you have it, I look small.” Pride says, “If you are blessed, I am not special.” Guilt 

says, “If you remember what I did, I am done.” Those are the early engines of hatred. Hatred is 

rarely just anger; it is anger with a plan, anger with a story, anger with a justification that makes 

the heart feel righteous while it does wrong. 

This is also why the Bible treats hatred as a heart issue, not merely an outward issue. “Thou 

shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart” (Leviticus 19:17). You can be polite and still hate. You 

can be religious and still hate. You can be “professional” and still hate. Hatred can wear a suit. It 

can sing hymns. It can quote verses. It can write ministry posts. But if it lives in the heart, it will 

eventually come out through whispers, sabotage, slander, coldness, distance, and cruelty. The 

first pages of Genesis show hatred in its seed form: pushing away, cutting off, expecting revenge, 

fighting for control. 

And you see, even early, that hatred damages peace. Isaac gets sent away. Joseph’s family peace 

is broken for years. The blessing over Rebekah assumes conflict. Hatred is not content to 

coexist. It wants the gate. It wants the well. It wants the narrative. It wants the upper hand. That 

is why the Bible later says, “Hatred stirreth up strifes” (Proverbs 10:12). Hatred doesn’t just 

respond to conflict; it produces conflict because conflict gives hatred something to feed on. 

6. God’s Cure Begins Early: Confession, Rebuke, and Clean Settlement 



If hatred grows in fear and unresolved wrongs, then God’s cure has to involve truth and 

settlement. That’s why Leviticus 19:17 doesn’t only say, “Don’t hate.” It says, “thou shalt in any 

wise rebuke thy neighbour, and not suffer sin upon him” (Leviticus 19:17). God would rather you 

address a wrong properly than store hatred privately. Private hatred is lazy. It avoids hard truth. 

It avoids honest confrontation. It avoids the risk of being misunderstood. But it also avoids 

healing. 

Joseph’s brothers should have settled the sin years earlier. They should have confessed honestly. 

They should have owned what they did without manipulating the situation. Instead, they live 

with fear until the father dies, and then fear turns into speech: “Joseph will peradventure hate 

us.” The first warning there is clear: when you don’t deal with wrongs in the light, you end up 

living under the shadow of imagined hatred. A guilty conscience will create enemies for you 

even when God has given you peace. 

Joseph’s cure is also biblical: he refuses revenge. He refuses to play God. “Am I in the place of 

God?” (Genesis 50:19). That line is a sword through the heart of personal vendetta. Some 

people say, “I’m just standing for justice,” but what they really mean is, “I want to be God for a 

day.” Joseph shows the difference between justice and vengeance. Justice belongs to God’s 

throne. Vengeance belongs to God’s hand. When you take vengeance, you are trying to occupy 

God’s seat. 

That doesn’t mean you trust evil people blindly. Joseph is not naive. He tests his brothers earlier. 

He brings truth to the surface. He forces accountability. But once the matter is settled, he 

chooses mercy, and mercy breaks hatred’s chain. The New Testament teaches the same 

principle: “Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves… Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the 

Lord” (Romans 12:19). That isn’t weakness; that’s faith. The man who can release revenge is a 

man who believes God keeps records better than he does. 

7. The Rule Set for the Whole Series: Identify the Root Before It Becomes a Forest Fire 

The first mentions are not just history; they are a warning system. Hatred begins small: a look, a 

push, a rumor, a silent resentment, an envy, a fear. Isaac is hated and sent away. Joseph’s 

brothers fear hatred because they know what they did. Rebekah’s seed is promised victory over 

haters because haters will exist. So right at the beginning of the Bible, God shows you that 

hatred is tied to the great battles of life: family, inheritance, authority, truth, and conscience. 

If you want to stop hatred, you don’t begin by policing language. You begin by asking what fear 

is underneath it. Are you afraid of losing your place? Are you afraid of being exposed? Are you 

afraid of being corrected? Are you afraid of being repaid for what you did? Is your hatred 

actually envy because someone else is blessed? Is it pride because someone else is right? Is it 



guilt because your record isn’t clean? Those roots matter, because if you only clip the 

branches—“Don’t say hateful things”—the root keeps producing poison. 

The New Testament confirms the early pattern. “Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer” 

(1 John 3:15). Murder doesn’t start with blood; it starts with contempt. It starts with a heart 

that decides another man’s existence is an irritation. The Lord Jesus teaches the same moral 

trajectory when He tells you to love enemies and do good to them that hate you (Matthew 

5:44), because He knows hatred is contagious. If you hate back, you become the very thing you 

claim to oppose. The first warnings are not “never face haters.” The first warnings are: don’t 

become one. 

So the ground rules are now set for the series. We’re going to keep returning to these first 

scenes because they reveal the pattern. Hatred attacks seed, space, and trust. Hatred grows in 

fear, envy, pride, and guilt. Hatred hides behind hypocrisy and later shows its teeth. And God’s 

cure begins with truth: confession instead of cover-up, rebuke instead of silent resentment, 

mercy instead of revenge, and faith instead of paranoia. Those are not soft virtues; they are 

weapons strong enough to stop hatred at the root. 

Conclusion 

The first mentions of hate in Genesis are a map. They show you that hatred is not an isolated 

emotion floating through a modern brain; it is a spiritual posture tied to real conflicts—

inheritance, authority, provision, and conscience. “Let thy seed possess the gate of those which 

hate them” (Genesis 24:60) shows hatred as warfare against destiny. “Seeing ye hate me, and 

have sent me away from you?” (Genesis 26:27) shows hatred as envy and displacement. 

“Joseph will peradventure hate us” (Genesis 50:15) shows hatred as the expectation of the 

guilty, the projection of men who know their record is dirty. 

Those first pages also give you the first warnings, even when the word is not used. Cain teaches 

you that hatred rises when righteousness exposes wickedness. Isaac teaches you that hatred 

often follows God’s blessing, and you must not let it define you. Joseph teaches you that guilt 

can manufacture fear of hatred, and that mercy can break the cycle. In other words, hatred is 

not mysterious. It is patterned. It has roots, and those roots can be identified and cut. 

And this is why the Bible definition of hate is so dangerous to the modern world. The modern 

world wants hate to be a feeling so nobody is accountable. The Bible treats it like allegiance so 

everybody is accountable. The world wants to shame you for hating evil, because if you stop 

hating evil, evil gets the gate. But Scripture starts in Genesis showing you that hate exists, 

hatred is aimed, hatred is expected, and hatred must be answered with truth and holiness. If 

you learn the first mentions, you’ll spot hatred early, you’ll refuse to feed it, and you’ll aim your 



heart where God aims His. That’s how you stay clean while living in a world that runs on hate 

and calls it love. 

 

 

3 of 40: The Anatomy of Hate - “Them That Hate Me” and the Jealous God 

Introduction 

The modern world has trained people to think hatred for God is only a thing you find in a drunk 

at a bar cussing Heaven, or in some militant atheist waving his fist at the sky. That is a cartoon. 

The Bible’s definition is far more accurate and far more dangerous, because it puts the spotlight 

where people don’t want it: on worship. When the LORD speaks of “them that hate me,” He is 

not chasing a man’s mood; He is judging a man’s allegiance. The Lord doesn’t measure hate by 

how loud you talk about Him. He measures it by whether you bow to Him or bow to something 

else, because worship is love in action and idolatry is hate in action. 

The jealous God language in Scripture is where the sentimental, syrupy “God just wants you 

happy” religion goes to die. The LORD says plainly, “Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, 

nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers 

upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me” (Exodus 20:5). 

That is not a gentle suggestion. That is covenant law from the mouth of the King. He is not 

asking for a little respect. He is demanding exclusive loyalty. That’s why jealousy shows up in the 

context of idols. Jealousy is not insecurity; jealousy is rightful ownership refusing a rival. 

And this is where modern “neutral spirituality” gets exposed as the fraud it is. People love to say 

they’re “not religious,” or they’re “spiritual,” or they “believe in something,” as if floating in the 

middle makes them safe. Scripture does not recognize neutrality. A man either fears the LORD 

or he fears something else. A man either worships the Creator or he worships a creature. A man 

either receives light or he hugs darkness. This study is going to press one main truth until it 

bruises the pride of the age: hatred for God is covenant rejection, and covenant rejection is 

proven by idolatry, not by angry speeches. 

1. The Jealous God Is Not Insecure—He Is Right 

When the Bible says the LORD is jealous, it is not describing a weak deity who needs constant 

affirmation. It is describing a holy God who owns what He made and will not share His glory 

with a counterfeit. People get nervous about the word jealous because they only know jealousy 

as a sin in fallen men, like a man who is jealous because he’s petty, or fearful, or possessive 

without right. But God is not jealous without right. He has every right. “The earth is the LORD’S, 

and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein” (Psalms 24:1). If He made you, 



bought you, and sustains your breath, then your worship belongs to Him by creation and by 

authority. 

That’s why the jealous God statement is planted right next to the second commandment. The 

LORD doesn’t say, “Thou shalt not bow down… for I get my feelings hurt.” He says, “Thou shalt 

not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God” 

(Exodus 20:5). In other words, the issue is not psychology; the issue is sovereignty. God is not 

negotiating with idols like they’re equal parties. He is forbidding them because they are rival 

thrones set up in His universe. A jealous God is a God who refuses competition, because 

competition is rebellion. 

And jealousy in Scripture is covenant language. It is marriage language. When a husband is 

faithful and his wife gives herself to another man, his jealousy is not sin; it is the proper 

response to treachery. The covenant was broken. In the same way, when God binds Himself to a 

people and they bow to Baal, the jealousy of God is not insecurity; it is holy justice refusing 

adultery. The Bible calls idolatry whoredom for a reason, because it is spiritual adultery. A 

jealous God is not a temperamental God; He is a faithful Husband judging a faithless lover. 

2. “Them That Hate Me” Is Not an Emotion—It’s Covenant Treason 

Read the verse again and refuse to twist it. “Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve 

them… visiting the iniquity… of them that hate me” (Exodus 20:5). In that sentence, “hate me” 

is defined by bowing and serving idols. God defines hatred as disobedience expressed through 

worship. The man doesn’t have to say, “I hate God.” He just has to live like God is not God. He 

just has to bow to a substitute. That is hatred, because it is rejection of God’s rightful place. 

This destroys the modern idea that “I’m a good person” is the same thing as loving God. A man 

can smile, pay his bills, love his kids, and still hate God in the biblical sense if he refuses God’s 

rule and worships a substitute. God is not evaluating your public manners; He is evaluating your 

loyalty. That’s why Deuteronomy repeats the same jealous God language: “Thou shalt not bow 

down thyself unto them, nor serve them… of them that hate me” (Deuteronomy 5:9). The 

repetition is deliberate. God is telling you what hatred means to Him, so you can’t rewrite it 

later. 

And it isn’t only the Ten Commandments. The LORD says, “And repayeth them that hate him to 

their face, to destroy them: he will not be slack to him that hateth him” (Deuteronomy 7:10). 

Notice how direct it is. Hatred for God is not treated like a phase. It is treated like rebellion that 

demands repayment. The modern church wants to remove the teeth from the Old Testament, 

but you can’t. The God of Sinai is the God of Calvary. His mercy is real, but His holiness is not 

negotiable. 

3. Idolatry Is Hatred With a Hymnbook and a Smile 



One of the slickest tricks a man can play on himself is to assume idolatry only means stone 

statues and jungle temples. The Bible’s definition is wider, because the human heart is a factory 

that can idolize anything. An idol is anything you bow to for identity, security, comfort, or 

control. It can be money, reputation, lust, entertainment, politics, self, family, success, or even 

ministry itself if ministry becomes your god instead of the God you serve. That’s why Scripture 

can describe people as “haters of God” in a list that includes pride and self-worship: “Backbiters, 

haters of God, despiteful, proud” (Romans 1:30). In that context, hatred is linked to a life that 

refuses God and exalts self. 

The Bible doesn’t treat idols as harmless hobbies. It treats them as demonic substitutes. “The 

things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, and not to God” (1 Corinthians 

10:20). That means idolatry is not merely wrong preference; it is spiritual trafficking. When a 

man bows to a substitute, he is not just “expressing himself.” He is aligning with darkness. That’s 

why God calls idolatry hatred. It is a rival altar erected in God’s territory. 

And don’t miss how insulting idolatry is to the LORD. It isn’t merely that a man refuses to 

worship God; it is that he chooses something lower. He takes the glory of the Creator and trades 

it for a creature. The New Testament describes the exchange plainly: “They… changed the glory 

of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man… and worshipped and 

served the creature more than the Creator” (Romans 1:23, 25). That exchange is hatred in the 

language of Heaven. It is saying, “You are not worthy of my worship; I will worship this instead.” 

A man doesn’t have to curse God to hate Him. He just has to enthrone a substitute. 

4. Love and Hate Are Covenant Poles, Not Mood Swings 

The Bible routinely speaks of love and hate as covenant poles, not as emotional drama. “A time 

to love, and a time to hate” (Ecclesiastes 3:8) is not permission to be unstable; it is recognition 

that moral choices force separation. You cannot love God and love idols at the same time 

without tearing yourself in two. That’s why Jesus says, “No man can serve two masters: for 

either he will hate the one, and love the other” (Matthew 6:24). He doesn’t say, “You’ll feel 

conflicted.” He says you will end up hating one. Your allegiance will choose your hatred. 

That is why the jealous God language is not harsh; it is honest. God is telling you the universe is 

not built for divided worship. If you try to balance God and idols, you will slowly resent God’s 

claims because idols demand room. God will start feeling “restrictive” to you because your idol 

wants more. Then the Bible will start feeling “negative” because it exposes your idol. Then 

preaching will start feeling “judgmental” because it threatens your idol. That resentment is 

hatred growing, and it grows quietly, because you keep calling it something nicer than it is. 

The Bible even shows how hatred for God can hide inside “religion.” God says to Israel, “Seeing 

thou hatest instruction, and castest my words behind thee” (Psalms 50:17). That is covenant 



hatred wearing religious language. A man can claim God with his mouth and hate God’s 

authority in his heart. He can praise God with a song and hate God’s correction in practice. That 

is why the jealous God language matters: it forces you to decide whether you want God Himself, 

or whether you want a version of God that never corrects you. 

5. “Visiting the Iniquity” Is the Cost of Idolatry Passing Through Generations 

The verse doesn’t stop at definition; it goes into consequence. “Visiting the iniquity of the 

fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me” (Exodus 

20:5). People stumble here because they want to read it like fatalism, as if God is unfairly 

punishing innocent children for something they didn’t do. But the verse is talking about iniquity 

visiting like a plague in a lineage that persists in hatred—meaning the same rebellion continues, 

the same idolatry continues, the same patterns continue. The “visiting” is God’s judgment 

intersecting with generational sin that refuses repentance. 

Anyone with eyes can see how this works. A father worships drink, lust, anger, money, and 

pride, and his house becomes shaped by it. Children are trained under that altar. They learn the 

same reflexes. They adopt the same worship. That is not God being cruel; that is sin reproducing 

after its kind. The Bible warned from the beginning that seed matters. The first mentions of hate 

in Genesis already connected hatred to seed and gates and inheritance. Now Exodus shows 

hatred can build a generational structure that becomes a chain. 

But the same passage that warns about visiting iniquity also sits next to God’s mercy elsewhere, 

and Scripture consistently shows repentance breaks cycles. God is not trapped in a formula, and 

neither is a man who turns to the Lord. The point is not despair; the point is fear of God. The 

jealous God is telling you idolatry is not a private hobby. It is a poison that seeps. It touches 

children. It shapes homes. It becomes culture. And when God judges it, people act shocked, as if 

consequences are hatred. No, consequences are holiness colliding with rebellion. 

6. Neutral Spirituality Is a Lie: You Bow or You Don’t 

The modern man wants a spiritual buffet. He wants “a little Jesus,” “a little universe,” “a little 

meditation,” “a little prayer,” “a little science,” “a little tradition,” and he wants no authority over 

him except his own feelings. That is not spirituality; that is self-worship. Scripture calls it idolatry 

because it makes the self the final judge. The jealous God language destroys that middle zone. 

“Thou shalt not bow down… nor serve them” (Exodus 20:5). That is binary. Bow or don’t bow. 

Serve or don’t serve. Worship the LORD or worship a substitute. 

Jesus said it again in His own way: “He that is not with me is against me” (Matthew 12:30). 

There is no neutral hillside where you watch the war like a tourist. If you are not with Christ, you 

are against Him. If you refuse the true God, you are choosing an idol even if you don’t name it. 

That’s why Scripture can say, “The fear of the LORD is to hate evil” (Proverbs 8:13). If you won’t 



hate evil, it’s because you’re making peace with it, and peace with evil is hatred toward God’s 

holiness. 

And this is why the culture hates the jealous God doctrine. It removes man’s right to define 

himself. It removes man’s right to invent morality. It removes man’s right to worship privately 

without consequences. It forces the question: who is God to you? A mascot you cheer for when 

you’re in trouble, or the King you obey when He contradicts you? Because the first 

commandment is not “feel warm toward God.” The first commandment is worship, and worship 

is allegiance. 

7. The Jealous God and the Cross: Love That Chastens, Hatred That Judges, Mercy That Saves 

If a man wants to know whether God’s jealousy is real, he should look at Calvary. God did not 

save sinners by pretending sin was small. He saved sinners by judging sin in a Substitute. The 

cross is proof that God’s love is holy love and that His hatred of evil is real. If God did not hate 

sin, Christ would not have to die. If God could wink at rebellion, there would be no blood 

atonement. But the gospel is not God overlooking sin; it is God condemning sin in the flesh of 

His Son, then offering pardon to sinners who will come under that blood. 

And once a man is saved, the jealous God does not turn into a permissive grandfather. Real love 

disciplines. “For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he 

receiveth” (Hebrews 12:6). That chastening is not God hating His child; it is God refusing to let 

His child keep idols. A saved man can still try to bow to substitutes—money, lust, pride, 

bitterness—and the jealous God will put His hand on him, because He will not share him with 

another master. Chastening is God’s love enforcing loyalty. 

So the practical demand of this doctrine is not merely, “Don’t worship statues.” The demand is: 

bring your heart to the Lord and ask what you bow to. Ask what you serve. Ask what you 

protect from Scripture’s correction. Ask what you get defensive about. Ask what you refuse to 

surrender. Those are altar questions. And the jealous God doctrine is not there to crush you; it is 

there to rescue you from the slow suicide of idolatry. Because idols never love you back. They 

consume you, then leave you empty. 

Conclusion 

So when the LORD says He visits iniquity on “them that hate me” (Exodus 20:5), He is not 

describing a mood disorder. He is describing rebellion expressed through worship. Hatred for 

God is proven by idolatry—by bowing to a substitute—because worship is allegiance and 

allegiance is the language of love and hate in covenant terms. The jealous God language forces a 

choice the modern man hates: either the LORD is God and deserves exclusive worship, or He is 

not, and you will bow somewhere else. Scripture does not recognize neutrality because the 

heart cannot live without an altar. 



This is where the modern slogans get exposed. “I’m spiritual” means nothing if your spirituality 

is self-worship. “I believe in God” means nothing if you refuse His authority. “I don’t hate God” 

means nothing if you bow to idols. The Bible’s definition is not sentimental. It is judicial. It is 

covenantal. It is clean. And it tells the truth: a man either loves the Lord by worshipping Him, or 

he hates the Lord by rejecting Him for a rival. 

And that truth is not written to make anyone despair; it is written to make anyone honest. The 

jealous God is not insecure; He is right. He is the Creator and Redeemer, and He will not share 

His glory with counterfeit gods that ruin souls. His love is holy love, His hatred is holy hatred, 

and His mercy is real mercy offered through Jesus Christ. The wise response is not to argue with 

the definition, but to yield to it: tear down the rival altar, bow to the true King, and let the Lord 

have what belongs to Him—your worship, your loyalty, and your heart. 

 

 

4 of 40: The Anatomy of Hate - Hate in the Heart, Not Just on the Lips 

Introduction 

Leviticus 19:17 is the verse that walks into the room and kicks over the comfortable furniture. 

The LORD doesn’t start by talking about what comes out of the mouth; He goes straight for 

what sits inside the chest. “Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart: thou shalt in any wise 

rebuke thy neighbour, and not suffer sin upon him” (Leviticus 19:17). There’s the knife, and God 

puts it where it belongs. Hatred isn’t only the man who throws a punch. Hatred is the man who 

smiles, walks away, and stores a little poison in the dark part of his soul. Hatred isn’t only 

expressed in violence; it is preserved in silence. 

The modern religious crowd loves outward decency because it lets them keep inward filth. They 

will not curse you, but they will cut you. They will not fight you, but they will freeze you. They 

will not say, “I hate you,” but they will treat you like you’re dead, and then call it “boundaries,” 

“wisdom,” “discernment,” or “peace.” God doesn’t buy that. He doesn’t judge you by your 

church voice; He judges you by your heart. “The LORD looketh on the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7). 

That’s why He forbids hate in the heart, because that’s where it starts, and if you don’t kill it 

there, it grows teeth. 

This study is going to expose the respectable forms of hatred that hide behind politeness, 

distance, and religious vocabulary. It is going to show how unspoken resentment becomes 

spiritual infection, then becomes gossip, then becomes division. It is also going to show the 

Bible cure: God commands rebuke instead of private hate, because rebuke is light and hate is 



darkness. The goal is not to turn correction into cruelty. The goal is to deal with sin the way God 

deals with it—truthfully, cleanly, and for restoration, not for entertainment. 

1. God Puts the Sin in the Heart Before He Deals With the Mouth 

When the LORD says, “Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart” (Leviticus 19:17), He is 

proving something most people try to dodge: a man can sin without opening his mouth. The 

heart is not neutral ground. The heart is a battleground, and what you allow to live there will 

eventually shape your words, your tone, your decisions, and your relationships. That’s why 

Proverbs warns, “Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life” (Proverbs 

4:23). The “issues” are not just feelings; they are streams that become actions. 

Jesus goes even further and shows you God’s math. The religious leaders were obsessed with 

outward murder laws, but Christ exposes the root. “Ye have heard that it was said by them of 

old time, Thou shalt not kill… But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother 

without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment” (Matthew 5:21-22). The Lord doesn’t wait 

for blood on the hands; He deals with blood in the heart. He is not lowering the standard; He is 

revealing the real standard. Murder is hatred that finally got a chance. 

That’s why you can’t measure holiness by outward manners. Some of the most hateful people in 

a church never raise their voice. They just store resentment, replay offenses, and let the record 

spin until it becomes their identity. They don’t “hate” publicly; they hate privately. But God’s law 

speaks to the private, because God knows the private becomes the public sooner or later. “Be 

sure your sin will find you out” (Numbers 32:23). If it doesn’t come out through your mouth, it 

will come out through your coldness. 

2. Silent Hatred Pretends to Be Peace, But It Is Rot 

There is a kind of hatred that calls itself peace. It says, “I’m just staying away,” when what it 

really means is, “I refuse to do right.” The Bible does not call that peace. Peace is not the 

absence of conversation; peace is the presence of righteousness. The LORD’s instruction is not, 

“Avoid him and feel spiritual.” The instruction is, “thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbour” 

(Leviticus 19:17). The silence of hatred is not maturity; it is cowardice dressed up as calm. 

When resentment is stored, it doesn’t stay neat. It ferments. It turns sour. It changes how you 

read motives. It changes how you interpret tone. It changes how you remember events. The 

heart begins to create a file folder of offenses, and every time you open it, you add another 

page. That’s why Scripture ties hidden hatred to deception. “He that hideth hatred with lying 

lips” (Proverbs 10:18). A man may not say an outright lie, but the entire posture is dishonest. He 

acts friendly while he nurses contempt. 



And this is where the devil works best—inside quiet religious respectability. Nobody sees the 

bitterness because it’s not loud, but it is killing fellowship the same way dry rot kills a house. 

Paul warned, “Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness 

springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled” (Hebrews 12:15). Bitterness is a root. 

Roots work underground. They spread before anyone sees the fruit. That’s why God forbids hate 

in the heart. He’s saving you from becoming a walking infection. 

3. God Commands Rebuke Because Rebuke Is Light 

Leviticus 19:17 does not only forbid hate; it gives the remedy. “Thou shalt in any wise rebuke 

thy neighbour, and not suffer sin upon him” (Leviticus 19:17). God would rather you deal with 

the issue than store resentment. He would rather you risk an awkward conversation than carry 

a secret hatred that poisons your soul. Rebuke is not cruelty when it is righteous. Rebuke is 

light. “But all things that are reproved are made manifest by the light” (Ephesians 5:13). 

Darkness loves silence; light speaks. 

The Bible is full of this principle. “Open rebuke is better than secret love” (Proverbs 27:5). Secret 

love is not love at all; it is love withheld. It is the man who says, “I care,” but refuses to do what 

care requires. If your brother is in sin, and you’re just “letting it go” while you resent him, you 

are not loving him; you are hating him in the heart while pretending to be spiritual. God says 

don’t “suffer sin upon him” (Leviticus 19:17). That means don’t enable it, don’t ignore it, and 

don’t let it fester until it explodes. 

Jesus gives the same cure in plain terms. “Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go 

and tell him his fault between thee and him alone” (Matthew 18:15). That kills gossip before it 

starts. It kills the whisper campaign. It kills the temptation to recruit an audience. It forces 

honesty. If you won’t go to the person, but you’ll talk to everyone else, you are already drifting 

from rebuke into hatred, because hatred always wants company. 

4. Unspoken Resentment Turns Into Gossip and Spiritual Theater 

When hatred sits in the heart, it needs ventilation, so it leaks out through “concern.” This is 

where religious language becomes a mask. People don’t say, “I despise him.” They say, “Pray for 

him.” They don’t say, “I want to ruin her.” They say, “I’m worried about her spirit.” They don’t 

say, “I want people on my side.” They say, “We need discernment.” That is how hatred dresses 

itself up and walks into church like it owns the place. 

Scripture exposes the mechanics of that leak. “All that hate me whisper together against me” 

(Psalms 41:7). Hatred loves whispers because whispers make you feel safe. You can wound 

somebody while pretending you never did. You can poison minds while keeping your hands 

clean. But God hears whispering as loud as shouting. He doesn’t evaluate by decibels; He 



evaluates by intent. The same book that condemns hatred in the heart condemns the way it 

spreads through lips and tongues. 

James nails it down where nobody can dodge. “The tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity” (James 

3:6). If you store hatred in the heart, it will eventually spark through the tongue. Paul warns 

about the chain reaction: “Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil 

speaking, be put away from you” (Ephesians 4:31). Notice the progression. Bitterness is internal. 

Evil speaking is external. The inside always migrates outward. So the cure is not “watch your 

words” while you keep hate inside. The cure is to clean the heart, then the mouth has less 

poison to spit. 

5. Hatred Produces Division Because It Refuses Restoration 

Hatred in the heart has one main goal: separation without reconciliation. It wants the 

relationship to die without anyone calling it murder. It is the sin of cutting off, freezing out, and 

pretending it’s wisdom. But the Bible’s goal is restoration whenever possible. “Brethren, if a 

man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of 

meekness” (Galatians 6:1). Restoration is not permissiveness. Restoration is truth with a healing 

aim. Hatred has no healing aim; hatred wants punishment, humiliation, or disappearance. 

That’s why John speaks so bluntly: “He that hateth his brother is in darkness” (1 John 2:11). 

Darkness is not just a mood; it’s a realm. Hatred drags you into a realm where you cannot see 

clearly, because “that darkness hath blinded his eyes” (1 John 2:11). Blind men make bad 

judgments. Blind men misread motives. Blind men assume the worst. That’s why hatred 

fractures churches and families. It blinds people, then convinces them their blindness is insight. 

Proverbs explains the social results: “Hatred stirreth up strifes: but love covereth all sins” 

(Proverbs 10:12). Covering sins is not covering crimes. It means love doesn’t broadcast every 

flaw for sport. Love doesn’t weaponize someone’s failure for social advantage. Hatred does. 

Hatred stirs strife because strife gives hatred a stage. Hatred wants a crowd, because a crowd 

makes hatred feel justified. That’s why God commands you to go privately first (Matthew 18:15). 

He’s preventing hatred from turning into a performance. 

6. The Difference Between Rebuke and Cruelty Is Motive and Method 

Now here is where people use “rebuke” as an excuse to be nasty. They read Leviticus 19:17 and 

decide God gave them permission to be a bulldozer. That is not rebuke; that is flesh. The Bible 

never commands you to correct with malice. “The servant of the Lord must not strive; but be 

gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient” (2 Timothy 2:24). Gentleness is not weakness; it is 

control. A man who cannot control his spirit is not “bold,” he is unstable. 



Real rebuke is shaped by truth, patience, and the fear of God. “Thou shalt in any wise rebuke” 

(Leviticus 19:17) is not permission to vent. It is duty to correct. Duty means you do it even when 

it’s hard, and you do it God’s way, not your way. That’s why Paul says restoration must be “in the 

spirit of meekness” (Galatians 6:1). Meekness is strength under control. Cruelty is strength out 

of control. Rebuke aims at repentance. Cruelty aims at dominance. 

And don’t forget: God’s love includes chastisement. “For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth” 

(Hebrews 12:6). Chastisement isn’t hatred; it’s love that refuses to let a son destroy himself. 

That is the model. If your “rebuke” is driven by personal irritation, it will sound like hatred. If it’s 

driven by love for righteousness and concern for the soul, it will sound like truth even when it’s 

sharp. The same words can be spoken with two different spirits. God judges the spirit behind 

the speech. 

7. Practical Obedience: Kill Heart-Hate Early or It Will Grow 

So how do you obey Leviticus 19:17 in real life without becoming either a coward or a bully? 

First, you tell the truth to yourself before you ever speak to anyone else. If you feel resentment, 

don’t baptize it. Call it what God calls it. If you are nursing contempt, admit it. If you are 

replaying an offense like entertainment, stop. Confess it to the Lord, because the first cleansing 

is vertical before it is horizontal. “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 

sins, and to cleanse us” (1 John 1:9). A cleansed heart rebukes differently than a bitter heart. 

Second, you go to the person, not the crowd. “Go and tell him his fault between thee and him 

alone” (Matthew 18:15). That kills gossip at the root. If you cannot speak to the person, you 

should not speak about the person, because what you are doing is not rebuke; it is poisoning. 

And when you go, you go for restoration, not for victory. You speak plainly, but you speak 

cleanly. You don’t bring a truckload of old offenses to justify your mood. You deal with the issue 

at hand, with Scripture as your authority, and you leave room for repentance. 

Third, you refuse to let your own pride write the conclusion. Some people hate in the heart 

because they want to be right more than they want to be righteous. They love the feeling of 

moral superiority. That is a trap. The Bible says, “Only by pride cometh contention” (Proverbs 

13:10). If pride is fueling your correction, your correction will create contention, not healing. 

The cure is humility and fear of God. When you fear God, you don’t need to win; you need to 

obey. And obedience kills heart-hate before it becomes a disease that spreads. 

Conclusion 

Leviticus 19:17 exposes the respectable form of hatred that hides behind silence and manners. 

“Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart” (Leviticus 19:17) proves hatred is not merely a 

fist; it is a furnace. It can burn quietly for years while the mouth stays polite. But that quiet 

hatred is still hatred, and God forbids it because it rots the inside, blinds the eyes, and 



eventually leaks into whispers, gossip, and division. The LORD doesn’t just forbid it—He 

prescribes the cure: “thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbour, and not suffer sin upon him” 

(Leviticus 19:17). Rebuke is light; hate is darkness. 

The New Testament confirms the same truth with even sharper language. Anger and contempt 

move you toward murder in God’s eyes (Matthew 5:21-22), and hatred toward a brother places 

you in darkness (1 John 2:11). The reason is simple: hatred is a spiritual realm, not just an 

emotion. It shapes how you see, how you interpret, how you remember, and how you respond. 

It turns correction into cruelty and turns disagreement into warfare. It stirs up strife (Proverbs 

10:12) because it wants a stage, not a solution. 

So the lesson is not complicated, but it is costly: kill heart-hate early. Confess it. Refuse to 

baptize it. Go privately, speak truthfully, and aim for restoration, not revenge (Matthew 18:15; 

Galatians 6:1). The Lord is not calling you to be soft and silent, and He is not calling you to be 

harsh and cruel. He is calling you to be clean and courageous—clean enough to hate evil 

without hating your brother, and courageous enough to rebuke sin without turning your rebuke 

into a weapon of the flesh. That is what holiness looks like when it leaves the page and steps 

into real relationships. 

 

 

5 of 40: The Anatomy of Hate - Enemies, Warfare, and When Hate Is Expected 

Introduction 

A man who believes the Bible and lives like he believes it is going to run into hatred, and he is 

going to run into it the same way a boat runs into waves: not because the boat is broken, but 

because that’s what water does when you move through it. The modern church has trained 

people to think that if you do right, everybody should like you, and if somebody hates you, you 

must have failed at being “loving.” That training is not New Testament Christianity; it’s public 

relations. The Bible never promised applause. It promised conflict, because light and darkness 

do not shake hands. If you don’t understand that, you’ll either compromise to keep friends, or 

you’ll turn bitter when friends leave. 

Scripture speaks plainly about enemies that hate God’s people and rise against God’s work. 

Moses prayed it in the wilderness: “Rise up, LORD, and let thine enemies be scattered; and let 

them that hate thee flee before thee” (Numbers 10:35). David echoed it: “Let God arise, let his 

enemies be scattered: let them also that hate him flee before him” (Psalms 68:1). Those are not 

whispers. Those are battle cries. The Bible expects enemies. It expects hatred. It expects 



opposition. And it teaches the saint how to live through it without becoming a sour, bitter, 

suspicious wreck. 

Now here is the theme that has to be nailed down before we go any farther: being hated does 

not automatically mean you are right. Plenty of men are hated because they are proud, rude, 

dishonest, or foolish. But being hated for Christ’s sake is part of discipleship, and you cannot 

avoid it without altering the message or hiding the light. Jesus said, “If the world hate you, ye 

know that it hated me before it hated you” (John 15:18). He also said, “Blessed are ye, when 

men shall hate you… for the Son of man’s sake” (Luke 6:22). The phrase “for the Son of man’s 

sake” is the key. The hatred is expected, but the cause matters. This study will show you what 

the Bible expects, why it expects it, and how to endure hatred without becoming hateful. 

1. The First Battle Prayer: God’s Enemies Hate God’s People 

The prayer in Numbers 10:35 is not a request for better vibes; it is a recognition of spiritual war. 

“Rise up, LORD, and let thine enemies be scattered; and let them that hate thee flee before 

thee” (Numbers 10:35). Notice who is being hated. The verse is not merely about Israel being 

disliked. It is about the LORD being hated. That’s the root. People can hate God directly, or they 

can hate God indirectly by hating the people who carry His testimony. The enemies of the camp 

are the enemies of the God who leads the camp. 

That prayer also teaches something most modern believers forget: there are times when you 

don’t negotiate, you call on God to scatter. The modern church tries to treat spiritual warfare 

like a misunderstanding that can be fixed with better “communication.” But Moses is not sitting 

down to hear the enemy’s “heart.” He is asking God to arise and to act. That doesn’t mean the 

believer becomes violent. It means the believer recognizes the fight is bigger than him, and he 

calls on the Lord to deal with it. 

And mark the wording: “let them that hate thee flee.” Hatred can look powerful, but when God 

arises, haters scatter. That is a crucial perspective because hatred wants to intimidate. Hatred 

wants you to believe it’s inevitable and unstoppable. The Bible says God can scatter it in a 

breath. The believer’s job is to stay faithful and keep moving with the ark, not to become 

paralyzed by the faces of enemies. 

2. “Let God Arise”: Hatred Is Often Answered by God’s Presence, Not Your Panic 

David’s echo in Psalm 68:1 is deliberate: “Let God arise, let his enemies be scattered: let them 

also that hate him flee before him” (Psalms 68:1). That verse is not merely a quote; it is a 

theology. David is saying the presence of God shifts the battlefield. The problem in many 

believers is that hatred feels bigger than God because they measure life by what they see. 

Hatred is loud. Hatred is visible. Hatred is aggressive. Meanwhile, faith is quiet and invisible. So 

the flesh starts acting like the haters are the final authority. 



But Scripture says God’s arising is the decisive factor. When God stands up, the enemies scatter. 

And what does that tell you? It tells you hatred is not just personal. It is often spiritual 

resistance to God’s movement. That’s why David doesn’t say, “Let me arise.” He says, “Let God 

arise.” A saint who tries to fight hatred in the flesh will become the very thing he hates. A saint 

who responds to hatred with panic and spite will turn into a hard, mean, paranoid person who 

can’t enjoy anything God gives him. David’s answer is not panic; it is prayer. It is calling on God. 

This also shows why the Bible is not embarrassed about acknowledging enemies. There is a 

modern religious cowardice that wants to pretend everyone is “basically good.” The Book 

doesn’t talk like that. It talks about enemies and haters and wicked men because God deals in 

reality. Pretending hatred doesn’t exist doesn’t make you spiritual; it makes you naive. The saint 

has to recognize spiritual opposition without becoming obsessed with it. Hatred is real, but so is 

God’s presence, and God’s presence is greater. 

3. Hatred Is Normal in a Fallen World When Righteousness Stands Up 

The great surprise of modern Christians is that the world doesn’t love them. That surprise 

comes from false teaching. A man was trained to chase applause, not truth. He was trained to 

measure success by likes, followers, crowds, and reputation. Then he opens a Bible and finds 

out that righteousness provokes hatred, because light exposes darkness. Jesus told you why: 

“The world… hateth me, because I testify of it, that the works thereof are evil” (John 7:7). The 

world didn’t hate Christ because He was rude. The world hated Christ because He exposed their 

works. 

John nails down the law: “For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the 

light, lest his deeds should be reproved” (John 3:20). That means the more plainly you bring 

light, the more likely hatred will rise. Not always immediately, but inevitably. The world can 

tolerate religious talk that never names sin. It can tolerate sermons that are basically 

motivational speeches. It can tolerate “God is love” as a slogan while God’s holiness is ignored. 

But when light says, “That is sin,” darkness bites. 

So hatred is expected because the world system is fallen. That doesn’t make you special. It just 

means you are moving against the current. “Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall 

suffer persecution” (2 Timothy 3:12). The verse does not say “might.” It says “shall.” If you avoid 

all persecution, you have to ask what kind of godliness you are practicing, because biblical 

godliness provokes reaction. The world does not hate lukewarm Christianity. It hates a sharp 

Book. 

4. Being Hated Doesn’t Automatically Mean You’re Right 

Now here is where you keep your balance and avoid becoming a spiritual egomaniac. Some 

people get hated because they’re faithful, but plenty get hated because they’re fleshly. A man 



can be hated for being arrogant, abrasive, dishonest, or foolish, and then he claims persecution 

like it’s a crown. That is self-deception. Peter warns about it plainly: “Let none of you suffer as a 

murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in other men’s matters” (1 Peter 

4:15). That covers a lot of church folks. Some people suffer because they meddle, not because 

they stand for truth. 

The test is motive and cause. Jesus said, “Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you… for the Son 

of man’s sake” (Luke 6:22). “For the Son of man’s sake” means the hatred is connected to your 

association with Christ and His truth, not to your personality defects. Paul had enemies, but 

Paul also insisted he kept a clean conscience. “And herein do I exercise myself, to have always a 

conscience void of offence toward God, and toward men” (Acts 24:16). If your conscience is 

filthy, don’t call the consequences persecution. 

So this study has to correct two equal errors. One error is thinking hatred always means you 

failed. The other error is thinking hatred always means you’re a martyr. Both are foolish. The 

Bible teaches you to check your spirit, check your message, check your methods, and then 

stand. If you are hated because you told the truth in love and refused compromise, that is part 

of discipleship. If you are hated because you were proud and cruel, that is chastening. Don’t 

confuse them. 

5. The Lord Promised Hatred—And He Explained It 

Jesus didn’t leave you guessing. He said, “If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before 

it hated you” (John 15:18). Then He explains why: “If ye were of the world, the world would love 

his own: but because ye are not of the world… therefore the world hateth you” (John 15:19). 

That’s not a mystery. It is allegiance. If you belong to Christ, you don’t belong to the world 

system. And the world system always hates what it can’t control. 

Jesus also warned that hatred would get personal and religious. “They shall put you out of the 

synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God 

service” (John 16:2). That’s hatred wearing a religious mask. That’s hatred baptized as 

“righteousness.” So don’t think hatred only comes from atheists. Some of the most violent 

hatred in history came from religious people who thought they were doing God a favor while 

they killed God’s servants. Hatred can hold a Bible and still be hatred. 

He also taught you not to be shocked. “Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate you” (1 John 

3:13). That verse assumes that a believer might be tempted to marvel. Why? Because the flesh 

wants acceptance. The flesh wants comfort. The flesh wants approval. But discipleship is not a 

popularity contest. It is loyalty to Christ. You either learn to expect hatred and walk through it 

with faith, or you will spend your life trying to avoid it by trimming truth. 

6. How to Endure Hatred Without Becoming Bitter 



The great danger is not hatred coming at you. The great danger is hatred getting into you. Once 

hatred takes up residence in your heart, you start thinking like your enemies, reacting like your 

enemies, and speaking like your enemies. That is how the devil wins. He can’t destroy the truth, 

so he tries to destroy the messenger’s spirit. He wants you to become cynical, cold, suspicious, 

and cruel. He wants you to start treating everyone like a threat. Then your love dries up, your 

joy dies, and your witness becomes a weapon. 

The Bible gives you the antidote. “Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good” 

(Romans 12:21). That doesn’t mean approve evil. It means don’t let evil shape your soul. Jesus 

commanded, “Love your enemies… do good to them that hate you” (Matthew 5:44). That is not 

softness. That is spiritual strength. It is refusing to let hatred dictate your character. The believer 

can stand against error and still refuse bitterness. Those are not contradictory; that is 

Christianity. 

Paul also teaches you how to process persecution. “We are troubled on every side, yet not 

distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but 

not destroyed” (2 Corinthians 4:8-9). That is a man being hated without being bitter. He feels 

the pressure, but he interprets it through God’s promises. If you interpret hatred through your 

feelings, you’ll sink. If you interpret it through Scripture, you’ll stand. That is the difference 

between endurance and bitterness. 

7. A Warfare Mindset Without a Hatred Spirit 

Scripture uses warfare language for a reason. “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood” 

(Ephesians 6:12). If you forget that, you will start treating people like the ultimate enemy 

instead of recognizing the spiritual forces behind deception and hostility. That’s why Moses and 

David could pray for enemies to scatter while still knowing the LORD is the true warrior. “The 

LORD is a man of war” (Exodus 15:3). That doesn’t mean the saint becomes violent. It means 

the saint recognizes the Lord fights for His purposes. 

At the same time, you must keep your heart clean. Leviticus said, “Thou shalt not hate thy 

brother in thine heart” (Leviticus 19:17). John said, “Whosoever hateth his brother is a 

murderer” (1 John 3:15). That means warfare language cannot be used as an excuse for 

personal hate. You are to hate evil, hate lies, hate false doctrine, hate the works of darkness, but 

you must not let personal bitterness shape your posture. The target matters. Holy hatred aims 

at evil; fleshly hatred aims at people. 

So you live with two hands. One hand holds the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God 

(Ephesians 6:17). The other hand holds charity, because charity “rejoiceth not in iniquity, but 

rejoiceth in the truth” (1 Corinthians 13:6). Charity is not tolerance of evil; it is love for truth and 



souls. That combination keeps you from compromise on one side and cruelty on the other. The 

saint can be hated and still be holy. That is the victory. 

Conclusion 

Hatred in a fallen world is not an anomaly; it is expected when righteousness stands up. Moses 

prayed, “Let them that hate thee flee before thee” (Numbers 10:35), and David echoed, “Let 

them also that hate him flee before him” (Psalms 68:1), because the Bible recognizes enemies, 

haters, and opposition as part of life under sin. Jesus explained the reason: darkness hates light 

because light exposes works (John 3:20; John 7:7). That means if you are surprised by hatred, 

you have been trained by the world, not by the Word. 

But the Bible also keeps you honest: being hated does not automatically mean you are right. 

Some suffer for Christ; some suffer for their own foolishness (1 Peter 4:15). The dividing line is 

cause—“for the Son of man’s sake” (Luke 6:22). That phrase keeps you from self-pity and from 

self-glory. It makes you examine your spirit and your methods while you refuse to compromise 

the truth. 

And the great challenge is not merely to endure hatred, but to endure it without becoming 

bitter. The devil wants hatred to get into your heart so you become what you oppose. God 

commands you to overcome evil with good (Romans 12:21) and to do good to them that hate 

you (Matthew 5:44), not because He wants you soft, but because He wants you clean. A clean 

heart with a warfare mindset is biblical discipleship. You expect opposition, you don’t chase 

applause, you don’t compromise truth, and you don’t let the world’s hatred rewrite your spirit. 

When hate is expected, the saint is not shocked—he’s steady, and he’s still shining. 

 

 

6 of 40: The Anatomy of Hate - Ambush Hate and the Birth of Bloodshed 

Introduction 

There’s a kind of hatred that screams, throws things, and makes a scene, and then there’s the 

kind of hatred that smiles, goes quiet, and starts planning. The modern world likes to define 

hate as a feeling—some emotional heat that comes and goes like weather—because if hate is 

only a feeling, nobody is accountable for what it produces. But God doesn’t play that game. God 

treats hatred like a moral direction that can mature into action, and when it matures into action, 

it becomes a crime. The Bible does not wait until the body is on the ground to diagnose the 

heart. It shows you the steps from contempt to violence, from resentment to ambush, from 

private bitterness to public bloodshed. 



That’s why Deuteronomy doesn’t discuss hatred like a counselor talking about “unmet needs.” It 

discusses hatred like a Judge. “But if any man hate his neighbour, and lie in wait for him, and 

rise up against him, and smite him mortally that he die… Then the elders of his city shall send 

and fetch him thence, and deliver him into the hand of the avenger of blood, that he may die” 

(Deuteronomy 19:11-12). That’s the Word of God describing ambush hate: hatred that hides, 

hatred that stalks, hatred that waits for opportunity. It isn’t loud. It’s calculated. It isn’t a 

momentary flare. It is premeditation. 

This study is going to examine that anatomy: how hatred becomes a strategy, how the heart 

moves from contempt to violence, and why God built safeguards into Israel’s law to restrain 

revenge and protect the innocent. It will also show why hatred thrives wherever justice is 

delayed or twisted, because when justice collapses, revenge grows. The lesson lands hard 

because it has to: hatred that is fed becomes action. If you don’t cut it at the root, it will 

eventually find a weapon—maybe a fist, maybe a tongue, maybe a pen, maybe a scheme, 

maybe a courtroom, maybe a mob—but it will find something. Sin always does. 

1. Deuteronomy’s Diagnosis: Hatred Is Identified by “Lying in Wait” 

The verse doesn’t say, “If any man feels hate.” It says, “if any man hate his neighbour, and lie in 

wait for him” (Deuteronomy 19:11). God identifies hatred by what it is willing to do. Hatred that 

lies in wait is hatred that has crossed the line from emotion to intention. It has moved from a 

bad thought to a planned act. It is no longer merely inside; it is preparing to step outside. 

Notice the progression God gives: “hate… lie in wait… rise up… smite… that he die” 

(Deuteronomy 19:11). That is a ladder downward. Hatred becomes stalking. Stalking becomes 

attack. Attack becomes death. You are watching moral gravity in action. Nobody wakes up one 

morning and commits murder out of nowhere. The murder was rehearsed in the heart, 

entertained in the mind, justified in the conscience, and then executed in the body. God writes 

it out in plain words so no man can pretend it was “an accident” when it was actually ambition. 

This is why the Bible treats hatred like a spiritual toxin. It is not content to remain a feeling. It 

wants to become a deed. “Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer” (1 John 3:15). John 

doesn’t say hatred is “like” murder. He says it is murder in seed form. Hatred is the baby version 

of bloodshed. If you protect it, feed it, and justify it, it will grow into something that will shock 

you later—only it won’t really be a shock, because the steps were there all along. 

2. The Difference Between Manslaughter and Murder: God Protects the Innocent 

Deuteronomy 19 is not just about punishing murder; it is about protecting the innocent from 

revenge. God sets up cities of refuge so that a man who killed “unawares” could flee and live. 

The chapter describes accidental death, like when the axe head slips and strikes a neighbor 



(Deuteronomy 19:5). That is not hatred. That is tragedy. God makes a legal distinction because 

God is just. Not every death is the same kind of guilt. Not every bloodshed is premeditated. 

But hatred tries to erase that distinction, because hatred loves revenge more than truth. When 

a man dies, the “avenger of blood” might chase the killer and kill him, even if it was an accident. 

So God creates a refuge, a delay, a process, a trial. Why? Because without safeguards, a society 

becomes a revenge machine, and revenge doesn’t care about facts. Revenge cares about pain. 

Revenge wants a body to match the body. God restrains that because His law is not chaos; it is 

righteousness. 

Then God draws the line with the verse we’re studying: “But if any man hate his neighbour, and 

lie in wait for him” (Deuteronomy 19:11). That’s the murderer. That’s the one who does not 

deserve refuge. The elders “deliver him into the hand of the avenger of blood, that he may die” 

(Deuteronomy 19:12). In other words, God doesn’t protect the wicked with mercy that enables 

violence. He protects the innocent, and He judges the guilty. That balance is the difference 

between justice and anarchy. 

3. Hatred Thrives Where Justice Is Delayed or Twisted 

One reason hatred grows into violence is that people do not trust justice. When courts are 

corrupt, when rulers are crooked, when the guilty are protected, when the innocent are 

crushed, hatred grows like mold in a damp room. Scripture recognizes this. “Because sentence 

against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set 

in them to do evil” (Ecclesiastes 8:11). Delay emboldens wickedness. When justice becomes 

slow or selective, evil men get brave. 

At the same time, when justice is perverted, victims get bitter. They start dreaming of revenge. 

They start taking matters into their own hands. They start turning their pain into hatred, and 

hatred into planning. That is why God’s law is full of procedures, witnesses, and standards. “One 

witness shall not rise up against a man… at the mouth of two witnesses” (Deuteronomy 19:15). 

God is restraining hatred on both sides: the hatred of the attacker and the hatred of the 

avenger. He is forcing truth to govern emotion. 

This matters for the heart too. When a believer feels wronged and starts fantasizing about 

payback, he is stepping onto the same road: hate, lie in wait, rise up. It may not end in physical 

murder, but it can end in reputational murder, financial sabotage, secret plots, whisper 

campaigns, and destruction. Hatred finds a way. So God gives a personal remedy as well as a 

legal one: “Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves… Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the 

Lord” (Romans 12:19). The believer can endure injustice without becoming an avenger because 

he trusts God to judge righteously. 

4. Ambush Hate Is Cowardice Wearing a Strategy 



The phrase “lie in wait” exposes a certain kind of cowardice. Ambush hate doesn’t want a fair 

fight. It doesn’t want confrontation. It wants advantage. It wants the victim vulnerable and the 

attacker safe. That’s hatred at its ugliest: it seeks power, not resolution. It is the spirit that 

strikes from the shadows and then justifies itself as “necessary.” God strips that mask off. He 

calls it hatred, and He calls it murder. 

And that ambush spirit shows up in more places than a dark alley. It shows up in the church 

when a man will not speak to his brother face to face but will gather a group quietly and “lie in 

wait” with rumors. It shows up in business when competitors sabotage and hide. It shows up in 

families when relatives smile at Thanksgiving while they plot inheritance fights behind the 

scenes. Hatred doesn’t always need a knife. Sometimes it uses paperwork, social pressure, or 

manipulation. The essence is the same: calculated harm. 

That’s why Psalm 10 describes the wicked in terms that echo Deuteronomy: “He sitteth in the 

lurking places… in secret places doth he murder the innocent… he lieth in wait secretly” (Psalms 

10:8-9). Scripture keeps repeating the pattern because God wants you to recognize it. The world 

calls it “strategy.” God calls it wickedness. When hatred becomes a plan, it is no longer an 

emotion; it is an intention to destroy. 

5. The Heart’s Ladder: Contempt, Dehumanizing, and Permission to Kill 

Hatred rarely jumps straight to murder. It usually takes a ladder down, and the first rung is 

contempt. The man starts talking about another person like they are less than human—an 

obstacle, a problem, a thing. Jesus addressed that ladder when He warned about anger and 

contemptful speech in Matthew 5:21-22. When a man starts reducing people to insults, he is 

practicing dehumanization, and dehumanization makes violence easier because the conscience 

stops seeing a soul. 

This is why hatred is so dangerous in thought-life. A man can sit alone, replay an offense, 

rehearse his revenge, and in his imagination he has already killed the person a hundred times. 

That rehearsal dulls the conscience. Then one day opportunity appears, and the old rehearsal 

becomes action. Deuteronomy 19:11 is not describing a spontaneous accident; it is describing a 

man whose heart gave itself permission long before his hands acted. The hands are late to the 

crime; the heart started it. 

John’s statement is therefore not “extreme”; it’s accurate: “Whosoever hateth his brother is a 

murderer” (1 John 3:15). Hatred is murder in principle. It is the heart’s vote that another man 

deserves harm. It is the quiet permission slip for violence. And God forbids it in the heart before 

it ever reaches the hands: “Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart” (Leviticus 19:17). 

Because if you let it live there, it will eventually look for a door out. 

6. God’s Safeguards Restrain Revenge and Expose False Witness 



Deuteronomy 19 does something brilliant: it doesn’t only deal with murder; it also deals with 

false witnesses. A false witness can “rise up against any man to testify against him that which is 

wrong” (Deuteronomy 19:16). That is another form of ambush hate. It is hatred using words to 

kill. It is hatred that cannot get blood, so it gets reputation, livelihood, and freedom. God’s law 

demands careful inquiry and then turns the punishment back on the liar: “Then shall ye do unto 

him, as he had thought to have done unto his brother” (Deuteronomy 19:19). That is God 

protecting society from hatred disguised as testimony. 

Then the chapter seals the principle with a rule that is often misunderstood: “Thine eye shall 

not pity; but life shall go for life, eye for eye” (Deuteronomy 19:21). People quote that like God 

is endorsing personal revenge. He is not. He is restraining it. He is placing revenge under law so 

it cannot escalate beyond justice. Without that restraint, hatred multiplies. One punch becomes 

a feud. One death becomes a massacre. God’s law puts limits on the flesh. 

And that matters spiritually as well. The believer is not called to be his own avenger, but he is 

called to be truthful. False witness is hatred with a Bible verse on it, and it is common in 

religious settings. A man wants to destroy someone, so he “spiritualizes” his accusation. God 

hates that. “A false witness that speaketh lies” is on the list of things the LORD hates (Proverbs 

6:16-19). So God’s safeguards are not only legal; they are moral: don’t lie, don’t whisper, don’t 

twist justice, and don’t let hatred drive your tongue. 

7. The Lesson Lands: Hatred Fed Becomes Action—So Cut It Early 

The whole point of Deuteronomy 19:11 is to show you that hatred has a destination if you let it 

travel. “Hate… lie in wait… rise up… smite… that he die” (Deuteronomy 19:11). That’s the 

anatomy. Hatred is not passive. It is progressive. It wants movement. It wants fulfillment. If you 

feed it—by replaying offenses, collecting evidence, recruiting sympathy, rehearsing revenge—it 

will become bolder. One day it will stop being a thought and become a deed. 

This is why God commands immediate heart-work. “Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger… be 

put away from you” (Ephesians 4:31). That is not a suggestion for peace of mind; it is a 

command for spiritual survival. And the cure is not pretending wrong didn’t happen. The cure is 

dealing with wrong righteously: confession when you are guilty, rebuke when a brother sins, 

forgiveness when repentance is real, boundaries when danger is present, and trust in God’s 

justice when you cannot fix it yourself. The heart has to be guarded because the heart is where 

hatred arms itself. 

And if you are on the receiving end of hatred, this chapter also teaches you not to be naive. 

There is hatred that lies in wait. There are people who will not confront you honestly but will 

ambush you with a lie, a setup, or a trap. The Bible does not tell you to be gullible. It tells you to 



be wise as serpents and harmless as doves. It tells you to trust the Lord and watch your steps. 

The righteous can be charitable without being stupid. That’s not cynicism; that’s discernment. 

Conclusion 

Deuteronomy 19:11 proves hate is not always loud; it is often calculated. “But if any man hate 

his neighbour, and lie in wait for him” (Deuteronomy 19:11) is the Bible’s anatomy of ambush 

hate—hatred that becomes premeditation, then becomes bloodshed. God writes the 

progression in plain language because He is showing you the road from contempt to murder. 

Hatred stops being “a feeling” the moment it becomes intention, and the moment it becomes 

intention, it is already stepping toward crime. 

God built safeguards into Israel’s law because He cares about justice and He knows what hatred 

does when justice collapses. The cities of refuge protect the innocent from revenge. The 

requirement of witnesses protects the accused from mob hatred. The punishment for false 

witness protects society from hatred that uses words as weapons. And the boundaries of “life 

for life” restrain escalation so pain does not become perpetual violence. In other words, God is 

not fueling revenge; He is governing it so hatred does not devour everything. 

And the personal lesson is as sharp as the legal one: hatred that is fed becomes action. If you 

store contempt and rehearse vengeance, your heart will eventually look for a way to express it. 

That expression may not always be a blade, but it will be something—sabotage, slander, traps, 

ambushes, destruction. God forbids hate in the heart because He knows where it goes. So the 

wise man cuts it early, deals with wrong in the light, trusts God’s justice, and refuses to let 

hatred turn him into a murderer in seed form. That is holiness with teeth, and it is the only way 

to live clean in a world where hate is always looking for an opportunity. 

 

 

7 of 40: The Anatomy of Hate - Marriage Hate and Domestic Cruelty 

Introduction 

There are places where hatred is ugly, and then there are places where hatred is deadly, and the 

deadliest place of all is inside a covenant. Hatred out on the street can bruise you, but hatred in 

the home can hollow you out, because it breaks trust at the deepest level. It turns the place 

that was meant to be refuge into a battlefield, and it turns the closest relationship into a 

courtroom where somebody is always on trial. The world talks plenty about “relationship 

problems,” but it refuses to call hatred what it is, because calling it hatred means dealing with 

sin, and modern religion would rather counsel feelings than confront wickedness. 



The Law of God doesn’t tiptoe around the subject. It speaks of a man who takes a wife and then 

“hate her” (Deuteronomy 22:13), and it speaks again of a husband who “hated” and then wrote 

“a bill of divorcement” (Deuteronomy 24:3). That means the Bible recognizes something most 

people don’t want to admit: hatred can exist under the same roof as vows. Hatred can sit at the 

same table as prayer. Hatred can sleep in the same bed as “I love you.” And when it does, it 

becomes domestic cruelty—sometimes loud, sometimes quiet, sometimes physical, often 

psychological, always spiritual. 

This study is going to put a bright light on that darkness. It is going to show how lust can wear 

the mask of love until accountability arrives, and then the mask falls and hatred speaks. It is 

going to expose the way hatred at home isn’t private at all, because God is witness to the 

covenant, and the home is the first church a child ever sees. It is also going to set up the later 

lesson on God’s hatred of treachery and putting away, because the prophet says, “For the LORD, 

the God of Israel, saith that he hateth putting away” (Malachi 2:16). If God hates treachery, then 

hatred at home is not “just personal.” It is covenant rebellion in house clothes. 

1. When the Law Says “Hate Her,” God Is Naming a Real Spirit 

The first thing you have to do is stop acting like the Bible is using exaggeration. “If any man take 

a wife, and go in unto her, and hate her” (Deuteronomy 22:13). God doesn’t call it “they fell out 

of love.” God doesn’t call it “they had compatibility issues.” God calls it hatred, because hatred 

is what it is when a man turns on the one he vowed to protect. The Law puts the word right in 

the text so nobody can hide behind polite language. A man can sin with a smile, but he can’t 

fool God’s dictionary. 

In that passage, the hatred doesn’t stay inside the man’s heart. It comes out as accusation, as 

character assassination, as public humiliation. The man “lay[s] shameful things to her charge” 

(Deuteronomy 22:14), which means his hatred becomes a story, and his story becomes a 

weapon. That’s how domestic hatred often works: it doesn’t merely withdraw affection; it 

attacks reputation. It doesn’t merely turn cold; it turns cruel. It starts gathering an audience, 

because hatred wants witnesses, not reconciliation. 

And notice what God does in response: He builds legal structure to protect the innocent from 

the cruelty of a hateful spouse. The Law forces facts into the open. It forces accountability. It 

refuses to let a man destroy a woman with a lie because his heart has turned. That tells you 

something about God’s heart: the LORD sees domestic hatred as injustice, not as “private 

drama.” He treats it judicially because hatred in a covenant relationship is treachery, and 

treachery is not a mood; it is moral corruption. 

2. Lust Wearing Love Until Accountability Arrives 



A lot of what people call “love” at the start of a relationship is not love at all; it’s appetite. Lust is 

not love. Lust is consumption. Lust wants the other person for what they provide: pleasure, 

attention, validation, status, fantasy. Love wants the other person for what they are: a soul 

made in God’s image, worthy of protection and honor. That’s why the New Testament refuses to 

define love as chemistry and insists on action shaped by holiness. “Husbands, love your wives, 

even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it” (Ephesians 5:25). Lust takes; Christ 

gives. Lust uses; Christ sacrifices. Lust flatters until it gets what it wants; Christ bleeds. 

This is why the mask falls when accountability shows up. When the wife becomes more than a 

thrill—when she becomes a responsibility, when she becomes a covenant partner with rights, 

when she becomes a person who can say “no,” when she expects faithfulness, when she 

expects protection, when she expects leadership—lust gets irritated. Lust calls covenant 

“pressure.” Lust calls responsibility “control.” Lust calls boundaries “rejection.” Then the man 

who was “in love” yesterday becomes hateful today, not because love died, but because love 

was never there; appetite was there, and appetite doesn’t like being governed. 

The Bible warns about this spirit by describing lust as a fire that demands more and more while 

producing less and less peace. “For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye 

should abstain from fornication: That every one of you should know how to possess his vessel in 

sanctification and honour; Not in the lust of concupiscence” (1 Thessalonians 4:3-5). God ties 

sanctification to honor, because lust dishonors, and dishonor eventually becomes contempt. 

And contempt, when it is fed, becomes hatred, because hatred is simply contempt that has 

decided it wants harm. 

3. Divorce in the Law: Hatred as Hardness of Heart 

Deuteronomy 24 speaks with plain realism. “And she depart out of his house, and go and be 

another man’s wife. And if the latter husband hate her, and write her a bill of divorcement” 

(Deuteronomy 24:2-3). There it is again—hatred inside marriage, hatred leading to putting 

away. The Law is not endorsing hatred; it is regulating damage in a fallen society. God’s Law 

often functions like a fence on a cliff: it doesn’t celebrate the fall, it limits how far the fall goes 

so the whole community doesn’t become chaos. 

When Jesus addressed divorce, He exposed the root beneath the paperwork. “Moses because 

of the hardness of your hearts suffered you to put away your wives” (Matthew 19:8). Hardness 

of heart is the soil where hatred grows. A hard heart doesn’t feel the weight of vows. A hard 

heart doesn’t fear God’s witness. A hard heart doesn’t tremble at the damage done to children. 

A hard heart turns covenant into convenience and then calls it “freedom.” But in the Bible, a 

covenant is not convenience; it is sacred. “Marriage is honourable in all” (Hebrews 13:4). And 



when a man treats it like a disposable contract, he is not just hurting a spouse; he is despising 

something God called honorable. 

That’s why Malachi steps in with God’s verdict on treachery in the home. “Yet ye say, 

Wherefore? Because the LORD hath been witness between thee and the wife of thy youth, 

against whom thou hast dealt treacherously” (Malachi 2:14). Then the prophet drops the line 

that should make every flippant divorce joke die in the throat: “For the LORD, the God of Israel, 

saith that he hateth putting away” (Malachi 2:16). God hates it because it is usually saturated 

with treachery, selfishness, and spiritual violence. It is often hatred wearing legality. 

4. Domestic Cruelty: Hatred That Lives Behind Closed Doors 

Hatred at home is not always a punch. Sometimes it is a pattern. It is contempt in the tone. It is 

intimidation in the silence. It is punishment through neglect. It is control through fear. It is 

humiliation disguised as “joking.” It is withholding affection as leverage. It is turning the house 

into a cold court where love is earned by performance and removed by displeasing the ruler. 

That is domestic cruelty, and it grows out of hatred because hatred is a heart posture that 

refuses to honor the other person as God’s image-bearer. 

The New Testament speaks directly to this, because God knows men can become harsh while 

still pretending to be spiritual. “Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against them” 

(Colossians 3:19). Bitterness is hatred simmering in slow motion. It doesn’t always explode; 

sometimes it freezes everything it touches. And a bitter husband can do tremendous damage 

without leaving a bruise. He can crush confidence, erase joy, poison prayer, and turn intimacy 

into anxiety. The Bible calls that bitterness sin, not “stress,” because God sees what it does. 

Peter adds another warning that connects spiritual life to home life in a way modern Christians 

ignore. “Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour unto 

the wife, as unto the weaker vessel… that your prayers be not hindered” (1 Peter 3:7). That 

means hatred in the home is not private; it reaches up into your prayer life. God will not let a 

man treat his wife like dirt and then expect Heaven to treat him like a faithful servant. Domestic 

cruelty clogs the pipeline. A man can shout “amen” in church and still have his prayers bounce 

off the ceiling because he is treacherous at home. 

5. Treachery Is Spiritual, and God Is Witness to the Covenant 

Malachi doesn’t merely call it relational failure; he calls it treachery. “Against whom thou hast 

dealt treacherously” (Malachi 2:14). Treachery is betrayal inside trust. It is sin committed under 

the cover of proximity. That’s why it is so vile. If an enemy attacks you, it hurts, but you expect 

an enemy to act like an enemy. When a covenant partner attacks you, it fractures something 

deep. It twists the mind. It damages the capacity to trust. And God sees that damage as spiritual 

violence, not just emotional hardship. 



The prophet ties marriage to worship and to legacy. “Did not he make one? Yet had he the 

residue of the spirit. And wherefore one? That he might seek a godly seed” (Malachi 2:15). That 

means God cares about what hatred at home does to children, to future generations, to the 

spiritual atmosphere of the household. A man who thinks his domestic hatred is “private” has 

not read his Bible. The home is where seed is shaped. It is where trust is learned or destroyed. It 

is where the first picture of authority is painted, and if that picture is cruelty, the child’s concept 

of God can be twisted by the father’s hatred. 

So when Malachi says God hates putting away, the point is not to trap a victim in danger. The 

point is to expose the wickedness of treacherous dealing and to call men to fear God. God is not 

blind to the pain of the innocent. God is the defender of the oppressed, and He hates violence 

in every form. “The LORD trieth the righteous: but the wicked and him that loveth violence his 

soul hateth” (Psalms 11:5). If a man brings violence—physical or calculated cruelty—into his 

home, he is aligning with what God’s soul hates. He can quote Scripture all day and still be an 

abomination in God’s sight because his spirit is wicked. 

6. The Gospel Pattern: Love Sacrifices, Hatred Uses 

If you want the cleanest contrast, look at Christ. “While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” 

(Romans 5:8). That is love. Love moves toward sinners with sacrifice. Hatred moves toward 

people with harm. Love covers to heal; hatred exposes to destroy. Love disciplines to restore; 

hatred punishes to control. That’s why the command to husbands is so high it crushes excuses: 

“Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it” 

(Ephesians 5:25). A man who claims Christ and practices domestic cruelty is preaching a false 

gospel with his life, because his home becomes a stage where Christ looks like a tyrant instead 

of a Savior. 

And that’s where the heart has to be confronted honestly. A man can hide hatred behind 

“headship” language the way a thief hides behind a uniform. Biblical headship is not 

domination; it is responsibility. Christ leads by giving Himself. He doesn’t lead by terror. He 

doesn’t lead by threats. He doesn’t lead by humiliation. He leads with truth and sacrifice. So if a 

man’s leadership smells like cruelty, it isn’t Christlike; it’s flesh. It’s hatred trying to be holy by 

putting on a religious robe. 

This is also why hatred at home cannot be excused as “just my temper.” Temper is a choice you 

practice. Cruelty is a choice you cultivate. The Bible commands the inner work that prevents it. 

“Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger… be put away from you” (Ephesians 4:31). That’s a 

command, and it implies you can obey it. If you can obey it, then when you refuse to obey it, 

your hatred is not an accident; it is disobedience. Hatred fed becomes action, and domestic 



hatred fed becomes domestic cruelty, because a man always becomes what he repeatedly 

chooses. 

7. What To Do With Hatred at Home: Light, Accountability, and Protection 

The Law in Deuteronomy shows you something crucial: God brings hatred into the light. He 

doesn’t tell the wife to silently endure a man’s accusations while he destroys her name. He 

creates a process. He forces elders to examine. He exposes lies. That teaches a spiritual 

principle: hatred grows in secrecy, but it weakens in light. “But all things that are reproved are 

made manifest by the light” (Ephesians 5:13). If hatred is living in a home, it must be confronted 

in truth, not managed in darkness. 

Leviticus taught the same principle on the heart level: “Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thine 

heart: thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbour” (Leviticus 19:17). Rebuke is not cruelty; it is 

light aimed at restoration. But if the hatred has become danger—if cruelty is escalating, if 

violence is present, if threats and intimidation are real—then wisdom says protection matters. 

The Bible never commands a person to stay in a situation where violence is actively destroying 

them. God hates violence. God hates treachery. God hates the spirit that “loveth violence” 

(Psalms 11:5). And when harm is present, it is right to seek help, bring matters into the light, 

and involve proper authority, because secrecy is the ally of abusers and the enemy of the 

innocent. 

At the same time, this study is not a blank check for anyone to use “hate” language as a weapon 

against marriage whenever feelings cool. The Bible condemns treachery. The Bible condemns 

hardness of heart. The Bible condemns cruelty. So the call is twofold: the one who is practicing 

domestic hatred must repent with fear of God, and repentance is not a speech; it is a change of 

direction. The one who is suffering under domestic cruelty must refuse shame and refuse 

silence, because God does not require you to protect another person’s sin by hiding it. In the 

Bible, light is mercy, because light is where healing begins, and darkness is where hatred 

multiplies. 

Conclusion 

Deuteronomy’s language is blunt because sin is blunt. A man can “take a wife… and hate her” 

(Deuteronomy 22:13), and a husband can “hate her” and write “a bill of divorcement” 

(Deuteronomy 24:3), which proves hatred can exist inside covenant relationships where it does 

the most damage. That hatred is often born when lust wears the mask of love until 

accountability arrives, and then the mask falls. What looked like affection was appetite, and 

when appetite is denied or governed, it turns into contempt. Contempt fed becomes cruelty. 

Cruelty normalized becomes treachery. And treachery is not private; it is spiritual, because God 

is witness to the covenant (Malachi 2:14). 



The Bible also refuses to let anyone dress up treachery as maturity. God speaks plainly: “For the 

LORD, the God of Israel, saith that he hateth putting away” (Malachi 2:16). He hates it because 

it is usually wrapped in betrayal and selfishness, and it damages the very place where trust is 

supposed to be safest. He commands husbands to love and not be bitter (Colossians 3:19), and 

He warns that domestic sin can hinder prayer (1 Peter 3:7). That means the home is not a 

private corner where a man can live one way and worship another. God connects the two. 

Heaven watches the kitchen table. 

So the truth this lesson presses is simple and heavy: hatred at home is not private; it is spiritual. 

It is either the spirit of Christ shaping a man into sacrificial love, or it is the spirit of the flesh 

turning covenant into cruelty. If hatred is present, it must be brought into the light, confronted 

with truth, and answered with repentance and protection where needed, because God does not 

bless treachery, and He does not excuse violence. A man cannot carry hatred in his home and 

still pretend he is walking in the light, because the Word has already spoken: “He that saith he is 

in the light, and hateth his brother, is in darkness even until now” (1 John 2:9). And if that is true 

in the church, it is doubly true in the home. 

 

 

8 of 40: The Anatomy of Hate - When Guilt Expects Hate 

Introduction 

Genesis 50 shows you the human heart under a microscope without ever using a modern label. 

No clinic language. No charts. No soft excuses. Just the Holy Ghost reporting what a guilty 

conscience sounds like when it finally gets cornered. Joseph’s brothers had sold him, lied about 

it, lived with it, ate with it, slept with it, and aged with it. They carried that sin like a hidden 

knife under a coat. And when Jacob dies, the knife starts cutting them from the inside. “Joseph 

will peradventure hate us, and will certainly requite us all the evil which we did unto him” 

(Genesis 50:15). That’s not Joseph speaking. That’s guilt speaking. 

That verse is the psychology of the guilty soul without a psychology textbook. It reveals a law 

that runs through families, churches, and nations: unconfessed sin breeds suspicion, paranoia, 

and projection. People who wrong others start reading hatred into every silence, every delay, 

every correction. They interpret restraint as plotting. They interpret patience as a setup. They 

interpret kindness as manipulation. Their own conscience becomes their accuser, and when 

they can’t quiet it with repentance, they try to quiet it by controlling the narrative. That’s how 

guilt turns into fear, and fear turns into hatred. 



This lesson is going to show you how that cycle works and how it multiplies. The guilty man 

fears hatred, so he anticipates hatred, then he creates hatred by striking first “for protection.” 

He doesn’t call it hate; he calls it survival. But God calls it wickedness. This study will also show 

the cure God provides: repentance ends the fear of hatred, and forgiveness breaks the cycle 

that guilt tries to sustain. You will see Joseph as a picture of the clean conscience that refuses 

revenge, and you will see the brothers as a picture of the dirty conscience that cannot rest until 

it is brought into the light. 

1. “Peradventure Hate Us”: Guilt Predicts Judgment Because It Deserves It 

The brothers’ statement is a confession of what they believe they deserve. “Joseph will 

peradventure hate us… and will certainly requite us all the evil which we did unto him” (Genesis 

50:15). They are not reading Joseph. They are reading themselves. They know the evil they did, 

and because they know it, they assume hatred is coming like a storm. The guilty conscience 

always expects payment. It expects the bill. It expects the knock at the door. That’s why guilt 

produces fear. You can’t do evil and stay calm unless your conscience is dead. 

Scripture states this law without ambiguity. “The wicked flee when no man pursueth” (Proverbs 

28:1). That verse isn’t poetry; it’s diagnosis. The guilty man hears footsteps in the hallway when 

the hallway is empty. He reads malice into normal events. He sees enemies in neutral faces. He 

assumes every question is an accusation. That’s exactly what you see in Genesis 50: the father 

dies, and suddenly the brothers’ minds run to revenge. Joseph didn’t threaten them. Jacob’s 

death just removed the last “buffer” in their imagination, and guilt took over like a mob. 

This is why guilt is so dangerous when it isn’t confessed. It doesn’t stay contained. It becomes 

an interpretive lens. It becomes how you see everything. Your mind becomes a courtroom 

where you are always guilty and everyone else is always the judge. Then you start living 

defensively, and defensive living quickly becomes offensive behavior. Guilt predicts hatred 

because guilt knows it deserves judgment, and when guilt refuses repentance, it chooses 

paranoia. 

2. Unconfessed Sin Breeds Suspicion, Paranoia, and Projection 

Genesis 50:15 is the seed of a pattern. Unconfessed sin does not simply “stay in the past.” It 

becomes a living thing in the present. David described it from the inside: “When I kept silence, 

my bones waxed old through my roaring all the day long” (Psalms 32:3). Silence didn’t heal him. 

Silence rotted him. “Day and night thy hand was heavy upon me” (Psalms 32:4). That’s guilt in 

the soul. It is pressure without release. It is a wound with no cleansing. Eventually that pressure 

has to go somewhere, and when it doesn’t go to God in confession, it goes to people in 

suspicion. 



Projection is when a man takes what is inside him and assigns it to others. Joseph’s brothers 

expected hatred because hatred was in them when they sold him. They expected revenge 

because revenge is what their own hearts would crave if their positions were reversed. That’s 

how guilty people think. They don’t trust mercy because they don’t practice mercy. They don’t 

trust forgiveness because they don’t forgive. They don’t trust grace because grace offends their 

pride. So they interpret everyone through the mirror of their own corruption. 

This is why modern people are so easy to manipulate with guilt. If you can make a man feel 

guilty without giving him a biblical way to clear it, he becomes paranoid and controllable. He 

will overreact. He will appease. He will lie. He will lash out. He will do anything to quiet that 

inner accuser. And the devil loves that because a guilty conscience without repentance is a 

factory for fear, and fear is a factory for hatred. 

3. Guilt Reads Hatred Into Silence, Delay, and Correction 

Watch how guilt interprets normal life like it’s war. Joseph didn’t say, “I hate you.” Joseph didn’t 

threaten payback. Joseph had already provided for them. Yet they say, “Joseph will 

peradventure hate us” (Genesis 50:15). Why? Because guilt takes silence as evidence. If Joseph 

doesn’t speak, he’s plotting. If Joseph delays, he’s waiting for the right moment. If Joseph 

corrects, he’s preparing the strike. Guilt cannot imagine a clean motive because it has no clean 

motive itself. 

This is one reason why relationships break under the weight of unconfessed sin. The guilty 

person becomes hyper-sensitive. Every comment feels like an attack. Every boundary feels like 

hatred. Every disagreement feels like rejection. Then the guilty person retaliates, not because 

they were attacked, but because they felt exposed. It’s not logic; it’s conscience pressure. The 

guilty conscience is like a dog that bites because it’s cornered. 

The Bible shows this dynamic elsewhere. When Saul sinned and rejected God’s word, he began 

to see enemies everywhere. He got paranoid about David. He interpreted David’s success as 

threat. He interpreted praise as conspiracy. He threw spears at a man who was loyal. That’s 

what guilt does when it’s mixed with pride. It doesn’t repent; it persecutes. It turns correction 

into hostility and turns silence into suspicion. Joseph’s brothers are just Saul in seed form: guilty, 

fearful, imagining hatred, and preparing to protect themselves from a hatred that isn’t even 

there. 

4. The “Strike First” Principle: Fear Creates the Hatred It Dreads 

Here is the dirty trick guilt plays: it fears hatred, then it produces hatred. The guilty man thinks, 

“They’re going to get me,” so he strikes first “for protection.” He calls it self-defense. He calls it 

wisdom. He calls it prudence. But it’s actually fear-driven aggression. That’s how hatred 

multiplies in families and churches. One person sinned, wouldn’t confess, feared exposure, and 



then began to operate in suspicion and control. The other person reacts, relationships 

deteriorate, and soon everybody is acting hateful. 

This is why the Bible teaches you to deal with sin quickly and cleanly. “Be not wise in thine own 

eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil” (Proverbs 3:7). When a man departs from evil, he 

doesn’t have to build a defensive fortress of lies. When a man confesses, he doesn’t have to 

interpret every conversation as a potential lawsuit. But when a man clings to sin, he becomes 

strategic. He becomes manipulative. He becomes preemptive. He begins “lying in wait” 

emotionally and socially, even if he never lays hands on anyone. Deuteronomy said hatred can 

lie in wait (Deuteronomy 19:11), and guilt is often the fuel. 

The devil uses this to create endless cycles. Person A sins against Person B. Person A refuses 

repentance, expects hatred, and begins hostile behaviors to prevent imagined revenge. Person 

B experiences real hostility now and becomes bitter. Now Person A says, “See, they hate me,” 

and feels justified. That’s the cycle. It’s a self-fulfilling prophecy powered by pride. Guilt expects 

hatred, and by trying to protect itself, it manufactures the very hatred it feared. 

5. Repentance Ends the Fear of Hatred Because It Clears the Conscience 

The cure begins where Psalm 32 begins: confession. “I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and 

mine iniquity have I not hid… and thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin” (Psalms 32:5). When sin 

is confessed to God, guilt loses its chokehold. The conscience is cleansed. The pressure lifts. 

That’s why the New Testament speaks of a “pure conscience” and “purged” conscience. The 

point is simple: if your record is clean before God, you don’t have to live in fear of man. 

Repentance also breaks the paranoia because repentance removes the need for deception. The 

guilty person is paranoid because he is hiding. Once he stops hiding, he stops fearing exposure. 

That’s not complicated. Hidden sin requires maintenance—lies, narratives, defenses, 

counterattacks. Repentance requires humility, but it produces rest. “Come unto me, all ye that 

labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). A heavy-laden conscience 

is a labor. Christ offers rest, not by excusing sin, but by cleansing it. 

And repentance also changes how you interpret others. A forgiven man can believe in 

forgiveness. A cleansed man can imagine mercy. A repentant man can see correction as help 

rather than threat. Pride resists repentance because pride wants to be right. But pride is exactly 

what keeps the fear alive. Joseph’s brothers feared because their sin wasn’t settled in their 

hearts. They had been fed physically, but they weren’t healed spiritually. Food can’t fix guilt. 

Only truth can. 

6. Forgiveness Breaks the Cycle That Guilt Tries to Sustain 



Joseph is one of the clearest pictures of forgiveness in the Old Testament. When the brothers 

fear revenge, Joseph replies, “Fear not: for am I in the place of God?” (Genesis 50:19). That 

sentence is a dagger to personal vengeance. He refuses to be their judge. He refuses to play 

God. Then he interprets their evil through God’s providence: “But as for you, ye thought evil 

against me; but God meant it unto good” (Genesis 50:20). That doesn’t make their sin innocent. 

It makes God sovereign. It means Joseph can forgive because he sees a bigger hand than theirs. 

Then Joseph does what forgiveness always does: he comforts and provides. “And he comforted 

them, and spake kindly unto them” (Genesis 50:21). Notice that kindness is intentional. Joseph 

doesn’t merely refrain from murder. He actively moves toward peace. Forgiveness is not 

passive. It is moral strength. It is the refusal to let another person’s sin determine your spirit. 

That’s why Paul later commands believers, “Be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving 

one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you” (Ephesians 4:32). Forgiveness is a 

gospel product. 

Forgiveness also breaks the cycle because it removes the incentive for paranoia. If Joseph had 

treated them with coldness, their guilt would have kept multiplying. But Joseph’s kindness 

exposes their fear as a lie. He proves mercy is real. That’s how cycles end: one person refuses to 

keep playing the same hateful game. They choose truth and mercy instead of retaliation. That 

doesn’t erase consequences in every case, and it doesn’t mean trust is automatic, but it does 

mean hatred doesn’t get to write the final chapter. 

7. Practical Lessons: How to Keep Guilt From Turning Into Hatred 

First, stop calling guilt “discernment.” If you are suspicious of everyone, reading hatred into 

every silence, and expecting betrayal around every corner, you may not be “wise.” You may be 

guilty. “The wicked flee when no man pursueth” (Proverbs 28:1). That verse should be used like 

a flashlight. If nobody is pursuing you and you feel pursued, ask what you’re running from. Ask 

what you’re hiding. Ask what your conscience is accusing you of. Then take it to God honestly. 

The Holy Ghost convicts to cleanse; Satan accuses to crush. If you respond to conviction with 

confession, you get cleansing. If you respond with pride, you get paranoia. 

Second, refuse the “strike first” impulse. Fear makes you want to control. Control makes you 

want to manipulate. Manipulation makes you want to preemptively attack. That’s how hatred 

multiplies. The Bible commands you to walk in the light. “If we walk in the light… the blood of 

Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:7). Light kills paranoia because light 

removes the shadows where imagination breeds monsters. 

Third, if you are on the receiving end of a guilty person’s paranoia, don’t feed the cycle by 

becoming vindictive. Joseph is your model. “Am I in the place of God?” (Genesis 50:19). You can 

set boundaries. You can require truth. You can refuse manipulation. But you don’t have to 



become an avenger. “Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves” (Romans 12:19). When you refuse 

revenge, you keep your own heart clean. That is the central aim of this series: hate must be 

defined biblically and handled biblically, or it will handle you. 

Conclusion 

Genesis 50:15 is the guilty conscience speaking out loud: “Joseph will peradventure hate us, and 

will certainly requite us all the evil which we did unto him” (Genesis 50:15). That one sentence 

contains a whole psychology: unconfessed sin breeds suspicion, paranoia, and projection. The 

guilty soul reads hatred into silence, delay, and correction. Then it tries to protect itself by 

striking first, and that is how hatred multiplies. The world calls that “trauma response.” The 

Bible calls it what it is: guilt refusing repentance, fear refusing faith, and pride refusing truth. 

The cure God provides is not complicated, but it is humbling. Repentance ends the fear of 

hatred because it clears the conscience. “I acknowledged my sin… and thou forgavest” (Psalms 

32:5). Confession removes the need for paranoia because it removes the need for hiding. And 

forgiveness breaks the cycle that guilt tries to sustain. Joseph refuses vengeance—“am I in the 

place of God?” (Genesis 50:19)—and he answers evil with providence and kindness: “ye 

thought evil… but God meant it unto good” (Genesis 50:20), and “he comforted them” (Genesis 

50:21). That is not weakness. That is spiritual dominance. 

So the lesson lands where it must land: if you feed guilt with pride, it will grow into fear, and 

fear will grow into hatred, and hatred will grow into action. But if you answer guilt with 

repentance, the fear dies. If you answer fear with faith, the paranoia fades. If you answer hatred 

with forgiveness rooted in God’s justice, the cycle breaks. That is the Bible’s way—clean 

conscience, open light, honest confession, and mercy that refuses to let yesterday’s evil control 

tomorrow’s spirit. 

 

 

9 of 40: The Anatomy of Hate - Hating the Prophet Who Tells the Truth 

Introduction 

There are some sentences in the Bible that ought to be nailed above every pulpit like a warning 

sign over a dangerous road, and Ahab’s sentence is one of them. “I hate him; for he doth not 

prophesy good concerning me, but evil” (1 Kings 22:8). That is a king speaking, but it is also a 

sinner speaking. It is a man in love with his own will confessing what truth feels like when it 

threatens his pet sin. Ahab doesn’t say, “He lies.” He doesn’t say, “He’s inaccurate.” He doesn’t 

say, “He’s unbiblical.” He says, “I hate him,” and the reason is simple: the prophet won’t tell him 

what he wants to hear. 



That one verse is the skeleton key to a thousand church problems in this Laodicean age. Most 

pulpits have been trained to preach like salesmen and talk like therapists, and the moment a 

man opens the Book and preaches like a prophet, the first reaction isn’t repentance—it’s 

resentment. It isn’t conviction—it’s complaint. It isn’t “Lord, search me”—it’s “Who does he 

think he is?” The modern religious crowd will tolerate almost anything except the one thing God 

sends to save them: correction. They want comfort without cleansing, blessing without 

breaking, peace without purity, Heaven without holiness, and Christ without a cross. 

In this study I’m going to show you how hatred often targets the messenger, not because the 

messenger is wrong, but because the message threatens sin. Truth-tellers become hated men, 

and flatterers become hired friends. We’ll take Ahab’s confession and connect it to every age 

that preferred smooth words over sharp truth, and we’ll show why faithful preaching produces 

enemies. The devil can’t stop God’s truth from being true, so he tries to make the man who 

speaks it unbearable. And you’ll learn this: hatred is often the tribute paid to truth, not because 

truth is cruel, but because truth refuses to flatter a rebel. 

1. Ahab’s Confession Is the Unmasking of a Rebel Heart 

Ahab’s line is not complicated. “I hate him; for he doth not prophesy good concerning me, but 

evil” (1 Kings 22:8). Notice the issue is not doctrine; it is personal preference. Ahab’s standard 

for prophecy is whether it feels good “concerning me.” That is the definition of modern 

Christianity in one sentence: “Tell me something positive about me.” The sinner doesn’t want 

God’s verdict; he wants God’s endorsement. He doesn’t want a prophet; he wants a 

cheerleader. 

The irony is that the prophet Ahab hates—Micaiah—was not hated because he was wrong, but 

because he was consistent. Ahab says, “He doth not prophesy good… but evil.” In other words, 

Ahab already knows Micaiah is going to speak the truth as God sees it, and Ahab already knows 

the truth is going to contradict his plans. That is hatred born from foreknowledge. Ahab isn’t 

responding to a single sermon that offended him; he’s responding to a pattern of truth that 

keeps crossing his will. 

And that is how hatred usually begins. It begins when a man realizes the truth-teller cannot be 

bought. Ahab had four hundred prophets ready to say, “Go up; for the Lord shall deliver it into 

the hand of the king” (1 Kings 22:6). Four hundred mouths, one message, all pointing in the 

direction Ahab wants. But Jehoshaphat isn’t satisfied with the choir of yes-men, so he asks, “Is 

there not here a prophet of the LORD besides, that we might enquire of him?” (1 Kings 22:7). 

That question exposes the whole show. It tells you the four hundred are not “besides,” they are 

instead. They are replacement prophets, hired voices, religious noise. 

2. The Marketplace of Flattery and the Business of False Prophecy 



Ahab’s kingdom had a religious industry. He had prophets on payroll, prophets on schedule, 

prophets trained to keep the king comfortable. Those four hundred were not prophets in the 

biblical sense; they were spiritual politicians. Their job was not to fear God; their job was to 

preserve access. They weren’t guarding truth; they were guarding their position. That’s why 

they could speak so boldly and so unanimously. There’s nothing more confident than a man 

who knows he’s lying for the winning side. 

The Bible warns you that there is a real demand for this kind of ministry. “For the time will come 

when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to 

themselves teachers, having itching ears” (2 Timothy 4:3). “Heap” is not one or two. That’s a 

pile. That’s a buffet. That’s a marketplace where the customer is always right and the preacher 

is always hired to keep the customer happy. “And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, 

and shall be turned unto fables” (2 Timothy 4:4). Ahab didn’t have a lack of religion; he had an 

abundance of fables dressed up as prophecy. 

That’s why Isaiah described the same spirit centuries earlier: “Which say to the seers, See not; 

and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things, prophesy 

deceits” (Isaiah 30:10). That is the client making the order. “Don’t tell me right things. Tell me 

smooth things.” Ahab’s sentence is the same order in different words. Smooth preaching is not 

new; it is ancient rebellion with a choir robe on. 

And it always produces hatred toward the lone man who won’t join the choir. When the whole 

system is built on flattery, truth becomes an economic threat. A faithful preacher isn’t just 

“negative,” he’s bad for business. He might disrupt giving. He might unsettle the crowd. He 

might drive away the “big supporters.” He might ruin the brand. That’s why truth-tellers are 

treated like troublemakers. Not because they love trouble, but because trouble follows truth 

the way a shadow follows light. 

3. Truth Threatens Sin, So Sin Targets the Messenger 

Why do people hate the man who tells the truth? Ahab told you. “He doth not prophesy good 

concerning me” (1 Kings 22:8). The message threatens the king’s plan, and the king’s plan is tied 

to the king’s pride. So the king doesn’t fight the message honestly; he fights the messenger 

emotionally. That is hatred, and hatred is often the coward’s substitute for refutation. 

Jesus explained the same principle in the New Testament, and He explained it without apology. 

“The world cannot hate you; but me it hateth, because I testify of it, that the works thereof are 

evil” (John 7:7). The world hates the One who exposes its works. That’s not a misunderstanding; 

that’s a moral collision. “And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and 

men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil” (John 3:19). If a man loves 



darkness, he will hate the lamp. If he loves sin, he will hate the preacher who names it. That is 

not mystery; that is nature. 

This is also why Ahab’s hatred is so predictable. Ahab is not merely making a military decision in 

1 Kings 22; he is continuing a life of rebellion. He married into idolatry, built altars, persecuted 

prophets, and then wanted God to bless his agenda. When Micaiah won’t cooperate, Ahab 

hates him. That is the same spirit that shows up every time a man wants God’s name on his 

plans instead of God’s authority over his heart. 

And it isn’t only kings. It shows up in pews. It shows up in committees. It shows up in families. A 

father hates the preacher who confronts his secret sin. A wife hates the truth that threatens her 

bitterness. A church member hates the sermon that touches their idol. They don’t say, “I love 

my sin.” They say, “That preacher is harsh.” They don’t say, “I’m wrong.” They say, “He’s 

divisive.” They don’t say, “God convicted me.” They say, “He offended me.” Offense becomes a 

shield to protect sin from repentance. 

4. Micaiah’s Pattern: The Lone Voice Against the Crowd 

When Micaiah is brought in, the pressure is immediate. The messenger is coached before he 

preaches. “Behold now, the words of the prophets declare good unto the king with one mouth: 

let thy word, I pray thee, be like the word of one of them, and speak that which is good” (1 

Kings 22:13). That is the pulpit assistant whispering, “Read the room.” That is the modern 

ministry consultant saying, “Don’t be so intense.” That is the system telling the prophet, “Join 

the brand.” 

Micaiah’s answer ought to be tattooed on the spine of every Bible preacher: “As the LORD 

liveth, what the LORD saith unto me, that will I speak” (1 Kings 22:14). He does not say, “What 

the people can handle.” He does not say, “What the king prefers.” He does not say, “What keeps 

peace.” He says, “What the LORD saith.” That is prophecy. That is preaching. That is the only 

reason a pulpit exists. 

Then Micaiah prophesies judgment, and he does it with the kind of clarity that terrifies liars. He 

sees Israel scattered, “as sheep that have not a shepherd” (1 Kings 22:17). He also reveals the 

spiritual dimension behind Ahab’s prophets: a lying spirit influencing them (1 Kings 22:22-23). 

That part of the story is essential because it proves the issue is not merely human. When a 

culture rejects truth, it doesn’t become neutral; it becomes deceived. There are spirits behind 

systems. There are unseen hands behind certain “unanimous” messages. When the truth-teller 

speaks, he is not only confronting human pride; he is confronting spiritual manipulation. 

And that is why hatred intensifies. One of the false prophets, Zedekiah, strikes Micaiah and 

mocks him: “Which way went the Spirit of the LORD from me to speak unto thee?” (1 Kings 

22:24). That’s religious swagger. That’s counterfeit authority acting offended. And Micaiah 



answers with a prophecy about the day Zedekiah will hide in fear (1 Kings 22:25). In other 

words, truth doesn’t just argue; truth outlasts. The liar can slap the prophet, but he can’t 

change tomorrow. 

5. Comfort Over Correction: The Spirit of Every Soft Age 

Ahab’s sentence belongs over modern pulpits because it explains why so many pulpits go soft. 

Preachers fear being hated more than they fear God. They fear losing friends more than losing 

power. They fear backlash more than judgment. So they learn how to avoid the passages that 

cut. They learn how to talk about sin in vague terms so nobody feels targeted. They learn how 

to preach generalities, because generalities never create enemies. But God never called a man 

to preach generalities. He called him to preach the Book. 

Jeremiah described the soft ministry of his day with a phrase that still smells like it was written 

this morning: “They have healed also the hurt of the daughter of my people slightly, saying, 

Peace, peace; when there is no peace” (Jeremiah 6:14). Slightly. That’s the shallow treatment. 

That’s the band-aid on cancer. That’s therapy without surgery. And people love it because it 

requires nothing. It allows sin to stay, while the preacher hands out comfort like candy. 

Amos ran into the same hatred when he preached truth to a religious system. Amaziah told him, 

“O thou seer, go, flee thee away… and prophesy there” (Amos 7:12). In other words, “Take your 

truth somewhere else.” Then he says, “But prophesy not again any more at Beth-el: for it is the 

king’s chapel, and it is the king’s court” (Amos 7:13). That’s the real issue. It’s not God’s house; 

it’s the king’s house. It’s not God’s truth; it’s the king’s comfort. And when the pulpit belongs to 

the king, the prophet becomes hated. 

Jesus warned you about this spirit with one sentence that cuts clean: “Woe unto you, when all 

men shall speak well of you! for so did their fathers to the false prophets” (Luke 6:26). If your 

ministry is universally celebrated, you may be doing something other than biblical preaching. 

Truth doesn’t make everyone hate you, but it will make someone hate you, because someone’s 

idol will get hit. If no idols ever get hit, the preacher might be swinging at air. 

6. Why Faithful Preaching Produces Enemies Without Producing Bitterness 

Now the devil’s trick is not only to make the preacher hated, but to make the preacher hateful. 

A man can be persecuted and then become proud. He can be opposed and then become harsh 

for the sake of harshness. That is just flesh wearing a crown of martyrdom. The Bible keeps the 

preacher clean by making his aim clear: correction is love, not cruelty. 

Paul asked a question that every truth-teller should keep in his pocket: “Am I therefore become 

your enemy, because I tell you the truth?” (Galatians 4:16). That verse shows you the dynamic 

in one line. Truth makes enemies, but it does not make the preacher an enemy. The preacher’s 



posture toward the hearer is not hatred; it is concern. The hearer’s posture toward the preacher 

may become hatred, but that hatred is evidence of what truth touched. 

At the same time, the preacher must not chase hatred like it’s a trophy. Some men enjoy being 

disliked because it makes them feel strong. That’s not spiritual; that’s ego. Being hated does not 

automatically mean you are right. A man can be hated for being rude, sloppy, arrogant, 

dishonest, or unkind. The standard is not “they hate me,” the standard is “did I speak what the 

LORD said?” and “did I speak it with a clean conscience?” Paul could say, “I have lived in all good 

conscience before God until this day” (Acts 23:1). That is the balance: firm truth, clean heart. 

And the believer listening has responsibility too. When a sermon cuts, the first question is not, 

“Was he too intense?” The first question is, “Was it true?” Because truth is supposed to cut. 

“For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword” (Hebrews 

4:12). A sword that never cuts is decoration. A sermon that never pierces is entertainment. If 

the Book is sharp, then preaching the Book will feel sharp, and a man who hates sharpness may 

simply hate the medicine that could save him. 

7. Hate as Tribute Paid to Truth and the Judgment That Always Comes 

Ahab’s hatred did not stop prophecy. It only proved prophecy. When Ahab rejected truth, he did 

not change reality; he chose deception, and deception led him into judgment. That is the 

warning embedded in the story. Ahab imprisoned Micaiah, but Ahab could not imprison the 

Word of God. He could strike the messenger, but he could not strike the truth out of existence. 

That’s why the end of the chapter is so sobering: Ahab went to battle anyway, disguised himself, 

and still got hit by a “certain man” who “drew a bow at a venture” (1 Kings 22:34). Ahab tried to 

outsmart God, and God used an “at a venture” arrow to prove no man outsmarts Him. 

That ending matters because it shows what hatred of truth really is. It is not merely a personal 

dislike. It is rebellion against God. When a man hates the preacher because the preacher speaks 

God’s Word, the hatred is not ultimately against the preacher. Jesus said it plainly: “He that 

rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have 

spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day” (John 12:48). The Word stands as witness. The 

man who hates it now will meet it later as Judge. 

This is also why truth-tellers are hated across ages. Stephen preached to religious men and said, 

“Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted?” (Acts 7:52). Then they “gnashed on 

him with their teeth” (Acts 7:54). Why? Because truth threatened their religious pride. Jesus 

told the Pharisees they built tombs for prophets their fathers killed, yet shared the same spirit 

that killed them (Matthew 23:29-31). The pattern repeats because the human heart repeats. 

Ahab is not just one king; Ahab is a type of the carnal man who hates correction. 



So yes—hate is often the tribute paid to truth. When truth walks into a room, lies get nervous. 

When light appears, darkness reacts. When a prophet speaks, an Ahab somewhere will say, “I 

hate him.” But that hatred is not proof the prophet is cruel; it is often proof the prophet is 

aimed at the right target. The tribute paid to truth is not always applause. Sometimes it is 

opposition. And if a man won’t pay that price, he will eventually pay a different price: the price 

of compromise, the price of silence, and the price of God’s chastening for refusing to speak 

when God told him to speak. 

Conclusion 

Ahab’s confession is as modern as this morning’s sermon feedback: “I hate him; for he doth not 

prophesy good concerning me, but evil” (1 Kings 22:8). That sentence exposes the heart of the 

rebel: he doesn’t measure truth by Scripture; he measures it by comfort. He doesn’t want God’s 

verdict; he wants God’s approval. So when a prophet refuses to flatter, the rebel doesn’t 

repent—he resents. He doesn’t argue the message—he attacks the messenger. That is the 

anatomy of hate aimed at truth. 

The story also exposes the religious marketplace: four hundred voices willing to say “good” with 

“one mouth” (1 Kings 22:6), and one man willing to say what the LORD said (1 Kings 22:14). 

That’s the difference between hired friends and faithful prophets. It’s the difference between 

“smooth things” and “right things” (Isaiah 30:10). It’s the difference between healing “slightly” 

and preaching honestly (Jeremiah 6:14). And it proves why faithful preaching produces 

enemies: because truth threatens sin, and sin retaliates. 

But the final warning is the heaviest: hatred of truth does not change truth. Ahab hated 

Micaiah, but Ahab still died exactly as God said he would. The arrow still found him. The Word 

still stood. That is why a man had better tremble before he learns to hate hard preaching. If the 

preacher is biblical, the issue is not the preacher. The issue is God. And if a man is wise, he will 

stop paying tribute to truth with hatred and start paying tribute to truth with repentance, 

because the Word you hate today is the Word you will answer to tomorrow. 

 

 

10 of 40: The Anatomy of Hate - Hating Rebuke at the Gate 

Introduction 

Amos puts his finger on the pulse of a dying society with one line, and it’s a line that reads like it 

was written for the front page and the comment section of this generation: “They hate him that 

rebuketh in the gate, and they abhor him that speaketh uprightly” (Amos 5:10). That “gate” 

wasn’t a decorative archway. The gate was where business was settled, where disputes were 



heard, where elders sat, where judgments were made, where truth was supposed to be 

protected. So when a people start hating the man who rebukes “in the gate,” they are not just 

rejecting a preacher’s tone; they are rejecting the last guardrail before God lets them run off the 

cliff. 

Cultures don’t collapse first by foreign invasion; they collapse first by moral inversion. They start 

calling correction “cruelty” and calling indulgence “compassion.” They start calling rebuke 

“hate,” and calling lies “love.” They start treating truth like violence and treating sin like a 

protected class. That isn’t progress; that’s sickness. That’s what Isaiah warned about: “Woe unto 

them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness” (Isaiah 

5:20). When that inversion becomes normal, the nation isn’t merely confused; it is judged. 

Confusion is not always ignorance. Sometimes confusion is a chosen fog so people can keep 

sinning without hearing a clear voice. 

In this essay I’m going to show you why hatred for rebuke is the signature of a doomed society. I 

will connect Amos to the Proverbs that warn what happens when men despise correction, and I 

will connect it to the modern courtroom of public opinion, where a man can be condemned 

without evidence as long as the crowd feels justified. This is a study in moral inversion and the 

hatred that fuels it. When a people hate rebuke, they will soon hate righteousness itself, 

because rebuke is the voice of righteousness knocking on the door before judgment kicks it 

down. 

1. The Gate Is the Courtroom of the Community 

When Amos says, “They hate him that rebuketh in the gate” (Amos 5:10), he’s describing a legal 

and civic breakdown, not just a religious disagreement. The gate was where the city functioned 

as a society. It was where testimony mattered. It was where weights and measures were 

checked. It was where widows and orphans were supposed to find justice instead of being 

swallowed by predators. If the gate is corrupt, the whole city is corrupt, because the gate is the 

throat, and what comes through that throat feeds everything else. 

So the hatred Amos exposes is hatred for accountability in the public square. It’s the hatred that 

says, “Don’t correct me in front of anyone,” not because the correction is false, but because the 

sin is loved. The rebuke is hated because it interferes with the deal, the bribe, the lie, the 

scheme. That’s why Amos links it immediately to upright speech: “they abhor him that speaketh 

uprightly” (Amos 5:10). Upright words are dangerous in a crooked system, because upright 

words bring light, and light exposes the roaches. 

And once that hatred takes hold, society becomes performative. People stop asking, “Is it true?” 

and start asking, “Does it feel good?” They stop asking, “What is right?” and start asking, “What 



is safe to say?” That is the death of a gate. When the gate becomes a stage instead of a 

courtroom, justice becomes theater, and truth becomes a nuisance. 

2. Hating Rebuke Is the First Step Toward Hating Righteousness 

Amos doesn’t say they only hate rebuke; he says they “abhor him that speaketh uprightly” 

(Amos 5:10). That’s the next step. Rebuke is a specific form of truth, but upright speech is truth 

as a way of life. Once a people hate correction, they won’t stop at hating the correction; they 

will start hating the standard behind it. They will start hating righteousness itself because 

righteousness implies guilt, and guilt implies repentance, and repentance implies a God who has 

authority. 

Proverbs has warned about this since the beginning, and it doesn’t whisper. “He that hateth 

reproof shall die” (Proverbs 15:10). That isn’t a motivational quote. That is a sentence. The man 

who hates reproof is not just sensitive; he is suicidal in the soul. He is cutting the last rope that 

can pull him out of the pit. A culture that hates reproof is doing the same thing on a national 

scale. It is sawing off the limb it sits on and then acting shocked when gravity works. 

And the Bible shows the end result: “He that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall 

suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy” (Proverbs 29:1). “Without remedy” means no 

more medicine. No more warning. No more delay. When a people harden their neck against 

correction, God eventually says, “All right. Have it your way.” That’s not mercy; that’s 

abandonment, and abandonment is one of the harshest judgments God ever gives. 

3. Moral Inversion: When Rebuke Becomes “Hate Speech” and Lies Become “Compassion” 

A society goes sick when it begins reversing its vocabulary. It starts labeling rebuke as hatred 

and labeling indulgence as kindness. It starts treating restraint as oppression and treating 

corruption as freedom. That is exactly the inversion Isaiah condemned: “Woe unto them that 

call evil good, and good evil” (Isaiah 5:20). When that “woe” is operating, people can’t even 

speak plainly anymore. Words are weaponized, not to clarify, but to silence. 

Amos describes the same atmosphere in different words. He shows what the hatred produces: 

“For I know your manifold transgressions and your mighty sins: they afflict the just, they take a 

bribe, and they turn aside the poor in the gate from their right” (Amos 5:12). Notice what 

happens when rebuke is hated. The just are afflicted. Bribes become normal. The poor are 

pushed aside. In other words, hatred for rebuke is not a harmless preference; it is the engine 

that drives injustice. 

And here is the twist that always shows up: the crooked crowd will accuse the upright man of 

being the real threat. The man who speaks plainly is treated like violence, while the men who 

are actually doing violence in policy, in economics, in law, and in the home are protected 



because they use the approved vocabulary. That’s why the prophet says they “abhor him that 

speaketh uprightly” (Amos 5:10). Upright speech feels like an attack to a crooked man, because 

upright speech threatens his cover. 

4. The Crowd-Courtroom: Public Opinion Replaces Proof 

Once the gate is infected, the crowd becomes the court. Proof is replaced by pressure. 

Witnesses are replaced by whispers. And truth is treated like an inconvenience because it slows 

down the emotional stampede. Isaiah described that kind of collapse: “Judgment is turned away 

backward… and truth is fallen in the street” (Isaiah 59:14). When truth falls in the street, 

anybody can kick it, and everybody does. Then a people start calling that kicking “justice.” 

Proverbs warned what happens when men refuse to hear both sides and refuse to investigate. 

“He that answereth a matter before he heareth it, it is folly and shame unto him” (Proverbs 

18:13). But a culture that hates rebuke doesn’t want to hear; it wants to punish. It doesn’t want 

to correct; it wants to cancel. It doesn’t want to restore; it wants to destroy. That spirit isn’t 

new; it’s just got new tools. The gate used to be stone benches and elders. Now it can be a feed, 

a headline, a jury of strangers that never met you. But the human heart hasn’t changed. 

And here’s what makes it demonic: the crowd always thinks it’s righteous. That’s what Amos is 

exposing. They are “religious” enough to hate a rebuker in the gate, but not righteous enough 

to love upright speech. They’ll attend feasts, sing songs, and then crush the poor and reward 

bribes. Amos later says God rejects their show: “I hate, I despise your feast days” (Amos 5:21). 

God hates religious theater when it’s used to cover civic corruption. A noisy sanctuary can’t 

substitute for a clean gate. 

5. Correction Is Mercy; Hatred of Correction Is Self-Destruction 

If a man understood the Bible, he would treat rebuke as mercy. “Open rebuke is better than 

secret love” (Proverbs 27:5). Secret love is the love that never warns you. Secret love smiles 

while you walk toward ruin. Open rebuke risks the relationship to save the soul. That’s why God 

rebukes. That’s why God sends prophets. That’s why God sends preaching. A man who hates 

rebuke is hating the very thing that could keep him from judgment. 

The New Testament keeps that same principle and puts it in a personal form. “For whom the 

Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth” (Hebrews 12:6). God’s 

love includes correction. So when a culture learns to call all rebuke “hate,” it is training people 

to interpret God’s love as hostility. That creates spiritual orphans who can’t be corrected, can’t 

be taught, can’t be disciplined, and can’t be saved from themselves because they treat every 

warning as an insult. 



And this is where you see the sickness become terminal: people start demanding love without 

truth. But Bible love is not sentimental flattery. “Charity… rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth 

in the truth” (1 Corinthians 13:6). If it rejoices in truth, then it will sometimes confront lies. If it 

rejoices in truth, it will sometimes rebuke sin. So a society that hates rebuke isn’t seeking love; it 

is seeking permission. It wants an emotional blanket over a moral infection. 

6. The “Gate” Moves Into the Home and the Church 

Don’t miss this: the gate is not only the courthouse; the gate is wherever judgment is formed. 

That means the gate can be in the home. A father who can’t be corrected becomes a tyrant. A 

mother who can’t be corrected becomes manipulative. Children raised without righteous 

correction are not “free”; they are ungoverned, and ungoverned hearts don’t drift toward 

holiness. “He, that being often reproved hardeneth his neck” (Proverbs 29:1) doesn’t just apply 

to nations; it applies to families. A hard neck is a hard future. 

The gate is also in the church. When a church begins to hate rebuke, it starts firing preachers, 

silencing teachers, and rewarding flatterers. It starts building a culture where the loudest 

offended voice becomes the judge. Then the Word of God becomes “too much,” and the church 

slowly converts into a club. Paul warned about that spirit when he asked, “Am I therefore 

become your enemy, because I tell you the truth?” (Galatians 4:16). Truth can make you an 

“enemy” in the eyes of people who love their comfort more than their Christ. 

And once that happens, discipline disappears, standards collapse, and sin becomes normal. The 

church becomes a mirror of the culture instead of a lighthouse. Jesus told Laodicea exactly what 

that looks like: “Because thou art lukewarm… I will spue thee out of my mouth” (Revelation 

3:16). Lukewarm churches don’t hate sin; they hate disturbance. They don’t hate false doctrine; 

they hate confrontation. They don’t hate compromise; they hate correction. That is Amos 5:10 

in a sanctuary. 

7. The Last Line Before Judgment: “Seek Good, and Not Evil” 

Amos doesn’t only condemn; he calls. He gives the remedy right in the same chapter. “Seek 

good, and not evil, that ye may live” (Amos 5:14). There is the door back to health. A culture is 

not doomed because it has sinners; every culture has sinners. A culture is doomed when it 

hates the rebuker, hates upright speech, and refuses to seek good. That’s when God stops 

arguing and starts acting. 

The Bible keeps repeating that the choice is life or death. Proverbs said, “He that hateth reproof 

shall die” (Proverbs 15:10). Amos says, “Seek good… that ye may live” (Amos 5:14). When 

rebuke is hated, death is chosen, because rebuke is the last call to turn. That’s why I said 

correction is the last line of defense before judgment. You don’t get judgment first; you get 



warnings first. You get prophets first. You get preaching first. You get conscience first. When all 

of that is hated, God’s patience has been treated like weakness, and then comes the hammer. 

And the hammer is never unfair. The hammer is earned. When a people hate rebuke, they are 

not victims; they are rebels. They are not misunderstood; they are resisting light. They are not 

“hurt”; they are hardened. The Lord Jesus Christ told you what the world does with light: “men 

loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil” (John 3:19). That love of 

darkness produces hatred of rebuke, because rebuke is light focused into a point. 

Conclusion 

Amos exposes the sickness that precedes collapse: “They hate him that rebuketh in the gate, 

and they abhor him that speaketh uprightly” (Amos 5:10). When the gate hates rebuke, justice 

becomes theater, truth becomes a target, and upright speech becomes a crime. That hatred 

doesn’t stay in the courthouse; it spreads into homes and churches, until the whole society 

learns to call correction “hate” and calls indulgence “love.” That is moral inversion, and Isaiah’s 

“woe” hangs over it: “Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil” (Isaiah 5:20). 

Proverbs tells you what that hatred leads to, and it doesn’t sugarcoat it: “He that hateth reproof 

shall die” (Proverbs 15:10), and “He, that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall 

suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy” (Proverbs 29:1). A people that can’t be 

corrected can’t be saved from itself, because rebuke is mercy, and mercy rejected becomes 

judgment. That’s why Amos’s words are not merely ancient history; they are a diagnostic for any 

age that prefers comfort over correction. 

So the call is simple, but it cuts: stop hating the rebuker, and start loving the truth that could 

keep you alive. “Seek good, and not evil, that ye may live” (Amos 5:14). A nation, a church, a 

family, and a man can recover when they stop treating truth like violence and start treating 

rebuke like mercy. But if a people hate rebuke, they will soon hate righteousness itself, and once 

righteousness is hated, the gate is already lost, and judgment is not far behind. 

 

 

11 of 40: The Anatomy of Hate - Fools Hate Knowledge 

Introduction 

The Book of Proverbs will cut you so clean you don’t bleed until you look down and see the 

wound. It doesn’t waste time flattering you. It doesn’t ask permission to speak plainly. It is a 

father talking to a son, and it assumes the son has enough sense to listen before he wrecks his 

life. That’s why Proverbs can drop a line like a hammer and move on without apology: “How 



long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity? and the scorners delight in their scorning, and fools 

hate knowledge?” (Proverbs 1:22). That is not name-calling; that is diagnosis. God is not trying 

to win an argument. God is trying to save you from yourself. 

Most people think hate is only emotional—rage, bitterness, hostility. But Proverbs shows you 

another form of hate that is colder and more calculated: intellectual hatred. The fool hates 

knowledge. He hates learning. He hates correction. He hates light. Not because he’s too weak to 

understand, but because understanding would require humility. Knowledge would expose him, 

limit him, and tell him he is not God. And that is the one truth the flesh cannot tolerate: it is not 

the center of the universe. A fool will sacrifice truth to keep his pride. 

This study is going to press that point hard because it’s a major engine behind modern hatred. 

The fool’s hatred doesn’t always show up as a fist; it often shows up as mockery, scorning, 

smirking, and a constant need to tear down what is true. The fool doesn’t merely disagree; he 

despises. He doesn’t merely question; he ridicules. He doesn’t merely doubt; he attacks. And 

the root is pride that refuses light. When a man hates knowledge, he is not neutral—he is 

hostile to God’s order, hostile to reality, and hostile to any truth that threatens his self-rule. 

1. Proverbs 1:22 Is a Three-Level Diagnosis of a Rotten Heart 

Proverbs 1:22 doesn’t just mention fools; it lists a progression: “simple ones… scorners… fools” 

(Proverbs 1:22). The simple loves simplicity—he loves staying untrained, unprepared, and 

untested. The scorner delights in scorning—he enjoys contempt. And the fool hates 

knowledge—he has moved from laziness to hostility. That matters because the Bible is not 

describing personality types; it is describing moral choices. The simple chooses ease. The 

scorner chooses pride. The fool chooses hatred. 

A man can start out simple—ignorant, untrained, naive. But if he stays that way, it becomes 

willful. He begins protecting his ignorance because it’s comfortable. Then he moves into 

scorning, because scorn is the defense mechanism that keeps him from being corrected. The 

scorner laughs at correction so he doesn’t have to submit to it. Then he becomes the fool who 

hates knowledge, because by this point knowledge is an enemy. Knowledge threatens his whole 

identity. If he learns, he has to admit he was wrong, and that is death to a proud man. 

That is why Proverbs speaks as if these things are chosen. “Turn you at my reproof” (Proverbs 

1:23). God offers a turn. The fool refuses. Then God warns of consequences: “Because I have 

called, and ye refused… I also will laugh at your calamity” (Proverbs 1:24-26). That is not cruelty; 

that is justice. If a man hates knowledge, he is rejecting the very tool God uses to prevent 

calamity. When calamity comes, the fool discovers that reality doesn’t care about his opinions. 

Reality obeys God’s laws whether the fool likes them or not. 

2. The Fool Hates Knowledge Because Knowledge Requires Humility 



Knowledge forces a man to bow to something outside himself: facts, reality, God’s order, God’s 

Word. That bowing is humility. The fool hates knowledge because it puts him in his place. It tells 

him he is not omniscient. It tells him he is not sovereign. It tells him he doesn’t get to redefine 

truth to suit his lust. And that is what the fool wants more than anything—to be his own god. So 

knowledge becomes a threat, and threats are hated. 

Proverbs exposes the pride beneath that hatred. “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of 

knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction” (Proverbs 1:7). Notice it doesn’t say fools 

lack knowledge; it says they despise wisdom and instruction. That’s willful. That’s moral. That’s 

the heart. The fool isn’t merely uninformed; he is anti-instruction. He doesn’t merely not know; 

he does not want to know. 

This is why Scripture ties learning to fear of God. If you fear God, you can learn because you 

accept you’re not God. If you don’t fear God, you can’t learn because you’re trying to replace 

God. That is why you can show a proud man evidence until you are blue in the face and he will 

still refuse. It isn’t because he can’t see; it’s because he won’t bow. And the refusal to bow is 

hatred of knowledge. 

3. Knowledge Exposes, Limits, and Judges—So the Fool Attacks It 

Knowledge exposes what you are. It shines light on your ignorance, your motives, your sin, your 

errors. That exposure is painful to pride. Jesus explained why men hate exposure: “And this is 

the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light… 

For every one that doeth evil hateth the light” (John 3:19-20). There it is: hatred of light. Hatred 

of exposure. Hatred of knowledge. The fool hates knowledge for the same reason the sinner 

hates light: it reproves. 

Knowledge also limits. It draws boundaries. It tells you there are consequences. It tells you 

gravity exists. It tells you fire burns. It tells you sin destroys. The fool hates limits because limits 

imply law, and law implies lawgiver. So the fool tries to smash the boundaries by mocking them. 

He laughs at warnings. He calls restraint oppression. He calls discipline trauma. He calls 

correction hate. That’s hatred wearing a philosopher’s mask. 

Knowledge also judges. It doesn’t judge by emotion; it judges by truth. That’s why the fool 

wants to tear down the very concept of objective truth. If he can make everything subjective, 

then he can escape judgment. But Proverbs says the fool’s escape is imaginary. “A fool despiseth 

his father’s instruction” (Proverbs 15:5), and “He that hateth reproof shall die” (Proverbs 15:10). 

Death doesn’t care if you think truth is “relative.” Death will prove truth is absolute. The fool can 

sneer all the way to the grave, but the grave will not be impressed by his sneer. 

4. The Fruit of Intellectual Hatred: Mockery, Scorning, and Destruction 



Proverbs doesn’t only diagnose; it describes the symptoms. The scorner “delight[s] in… 

scorning” (Proverbs 1:22). He enjoys contempt. That’s a perverse pleasure. He isn’t merely 

mistaken; he’s entertained by defiance. That’s why mockery is so addictive. It gives a man the 

feeling of superiority without requiring any submission to truth. He can laugh at what is true 

and feel smart without ever doing the work to become wise. 

The fool also tears down. “A scorner seeketh wisdom, and findeth it not” (Proverbs 14:6). Why? 

Because wisdom won’t live in a proud heart. Wisdom requires teachability. Wisdom requires a 

soft neck. But “He, that being often reproved hardeneth his neck” (Proverbs 29:1) is a man who 

has chosen the path of destruction. Mockery is not harmless entertainment; it is often the 

soundtrack of self-destruction. A man laughs while the house burns. 

And that scorning spirit spreads. It creates a culture where truth is treated like a joke and 

seriousness is treated like weakness. The man who speaks uprightly becomes “too intense,” 

“too dogmatic,” “too harsh.” But Proverbs says, “Reprove not a scorner, lest he hate thee” 

(Proverbs 9:8). There it is again—hatred. A scorner doesn’t respond to reproof with gratitude; 

he responds with hatred, because reproof threatens his throne. The scorner’s throne is his ego, 

and he will protect it with contempt. 

5. Hatred of Knowledge Is Hatred of God’s Authority 

You cannot separate knowledge from God in Proverbs because God is the source of true 

knowledge. “For the LORD giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge and 

understanding” (Proverbs 2:6). So when a man hates knowledge, he is not merely hating facts; 

he is hating God’s mouth. He is rejecting what comes “out of his mouth.” That is rebellion. That 

is the same spirit that said in the Garden, “Yea, hath God said?” It’s not curiosity; it’s 

insubordination. 

That’s why the fool’s hatred is so fierce. Knowledge comes with a voice, and that voice is 

authority. The fool hates authority because authority tells him he must answer. The fool wants 

to be accountable to no one. That’s why modern fools love to talk about “my truth.” “My truth” 

is just pride using language to avoid God. There is no such thing as “my truth” when the God of 

truth speaks. There is only truth and lies. Jesus said, “Thy word is truth” (John 17:17). Not “your 

truth.” Truth. 

This is also why the fool often becomes religious in a corrupted way. He doesn’t want God, but 

he wants spirituality without authority. He wants a god that affirms him, not a God that corrects 

him. So he creates idols—mental idols, doctrinal idols, cultural idols—and then hates anyone 

who challenges them. A fool can sit in a pew and still hate knowledge because knowledge would 

tear down his false comfort. That’s why Proverbs isn’t written to atheists only; it’s written to 

sons, to church folks, to everyday people who can become fools while still talking about God. 



6. The Cure: Teachability, Fear of the LORD, and Love of Truth 

If fools hate knowledge, the opposite is not “smart people love knowledge.” The opposite is 

humble people fear God and love truth. “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge” 

(Proverbs 1:7). That fear is not terror that runs away; it is reverence that bows. It is the 

willingness to be corrected because God is right even when you are wrong. The moment a man 

becomes teachable, he steps out of folly and into wisdom. 

Proverbs tells you what to do with reproof. “Hear counsel, and receive instruction, that thou 

mayest be wise in thy latter end” (Proverbs 19:20). Receiving instruction is an act of humility. It 

is saying, “I am not the final authority.” That is the moment wisdom can enter. And that is also 

why pride hates knowledge: knowledge requires you to stop being your own pope. It requires 

you to submit. The proud man hates submission, so he hates the thing that demands it. 

The New Testament tightens the bolt. “If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine” 

(John 7:17). Knowledge is not only intellectual; it is moral. Obedience opens understanding. 

Rebellion clouds it. That’s why fools can sit under truth for years and remain fools. They aren’t 

missing information; they are missing submission. They hate knowledge because knowledge 

would require repentance, and repentance would require surrender, and surrender would 

require admitting God is God. 

7. When a Man Hates Knowledge, He Will Eventually Hate the People Who Carry It 

Proverbs 1:22 is not an isolated line; it’s part of a pattern. If a man hates knowledge, he will 

hate those who speak it, because knowledge usually comes through a messenger. That’s why 

Amos said, “They hate him that rebuketh in the gate” (Amos 5:10). That’s why Ahab said, “I hate 

him” (1 Kings 22:8). That’s why the world hates Christ: “because I testify… that the works 

thereof are evil” (John 7:7). Hatred of knowledge becomes hatred of prophets, hatred of 

preachers, hatred of parents, hatred of anyone who dares to correct. 

This is also why the fool tears down constantly. He cannot build because building requires truth. 

He cannot plant because planting requires patience and order. He becomes a demolisher 

because demolition gives him the thrill of power without the responsibility of creation. He can 

destroy a man’s reputation with a joke. He can destroy a doctrine with a sneer. He can destroy a 

conscience with sarcasm. That is hatred at the intellectual level. 

And the end is always the same: darkness. “He that hateth his brother is in darkness” (1 John 

2:11). If hatred lives, light dies. If the fool hates knowledge, he will walk in darkness while 

mocking light. But darkness is not freedom; darkness is bondage. “The way of a fool is right in 

his own eyes” (Proverbs 12:15). That’s the curse. He feels right while he’s wrong. He feels free 

while he’s chained. He feels enlightened while he’s blind. That is why the Bible calls it folly—it is 

self-destruction wearing confidence. 



Conclusion 

“Fools hate knowledge” (Proverbs 1:22) is not a playground insult; it is a divine diagnosis of a 

heart that refuses light. The fool’s hatred is often intellectual, a stubborn refusal to learn 

because learning would require humility. Knowledge would expose him, limit him, and remind 

him he is not God. So he hates it. He despises instruction (Proverbs 1:7), hardens his neck 

(Proverbs 29:1), and turns mockery into a lifestyle because mockery allows him to feel superior 

while staying ignorant. 

That hatred produces scorning, tearing down, and a constant war against truth. The fool doesn’t 

merely disagree; he attacks. He hates reproof, and Scripture warns, “He that hateth reproof 

shall die” (Proverbs 15:10). That death may be slow or sudden, but it is certain, because reality 

is not negotiable. Light will expose. Truth will judge. God will not be mocked. The fool can laugh 

at knowledge, but knowledge will still stand when his laughter is gone. 

And the cure is as simple as it is humbling: fear the LORD, receive instruction, love truth. “The 

fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge” (Proverbs 1:7). A teachable spirit is a saved 

man’s strength, because it keeps him out of the fool’s trap—pride that hates knowledge. If 

hatred is rooted in pride that refuses light, then wisdom begins when a man bows to the light, 

opens the Book, and lets God correct him before God has to break him. That is the difference 

between a fool and a wise man, and it is the difference between hatred that destroys and truth 

that saves. 

 

 

12 of 40: The Anatomy of Hate - Hating Instruction and Throwing the Words Behind You 

Introduction 

There is a kind of hatred that doesn’t wear a black hoodie and spray-paint the wall. It wears a 

Sunday face, carries a Bible, knows the songs, and can even say “amen” at the right places. It is 

the hatred that sits in church and still hates the authority of the Book. It doesn’t have to deny 

God exists; it just has to deny God rules. And when you want God as a helper but not God as a 

Lord, you don’t have a faith problem—you have a rebellion problem. That is the kind of man 

Psalm 50 drags into the light, and it does it with one sentence that cuts like a razor: “Seeing 

thou hatest instruction, and castest my words behind thee” (Psalms 50:17). 

That verse is not aimed at atheists. It is aimed at religious rebels. The chapter addresses a man 

who can talk God-talk—he has “statutes” in his mouth and he “takest my covenant” (Psalms 

50:16)—but when God’s instruction confronts him, he hates it. Not “disagrees,” hates. Then he 

does something that tells you the truth about his heart: he “castest my words behind thee” 



(Psalms 50:17). That is not intellectual doubt. That is dismissal. That is the Word of God being 

treated like trash you throw over your shoulder because it is in the way of what you want. 

In this essay I’m going to show how hatred can be selective and still be hatred. The Word 

becomes background noise until it touches a pet sin, then hatred rises like a snake. This is the 

anatomy of selective obedience, churchgoing hypocrisy, and Bible rejection that hides behind 

religion. I will expose how Bible rejection is not always atheism; it is often hypocrisy that loves 

God’s benefits but hates God’s boundaries. Hatred for instruction is hatred for God’s rule, and 

God doesn’t negotiate with rebels—He warns them, then He judges them, and Psalm 50 is one 

of the clearest warnings in the whole Book. 

1. Psalm 50 Is God Calling the Religious Man Into Court 

Psalm 50 is written like a courtroom scene. God summons His people, not to entertain them, 

but to indict them. “Our God shall come, and shall not keep silence” (Psalms 50:3). That’s not 

the Jesus of modern imagination—soft, silent, harmless. That is the God of the Bible who speaks 

when men refuse to hear. He calls heaven and earth as witnesses: “He shall call to the heavens 

from above, and to the earth, that he may judge his people” (Psalms 50:4). Judgment begins at 

the house. That alone should sober a man who thinks church attendance is a shield. 

Then God exposes the first layer: religious activity without heart. “I will not reprove thee for thy 

sacrifices… I will take no bullock out of thy house” (Psalms 50:8-9). God is basically saying, “I’m 

not impressed with your outward religion. I own the cattle on a thousand hills” (Psalms 50:10). 

In other words, God doesn’t need your performance. What He wants is truth in the inward 

parts—obedience, humility, and gratitude that comes from a heart that knows Him. 

But then the Psalm turns and addresses “the wicked” who are religious enough to quote God 

while living like rebels: “But unto the wicked God saith, What hast thou to do to declare my 

statutes, or that thou shouldest take my covenant in thy mouth?” (Psalms 50:16). That’s the 

man who uses Scripture to decorate his life while refusing Scripture to govern his life. And the 

charge that nails him is verse 17: “Seeing thou hatest instruction, and castest my words behind 

thee” (Psalms 50:17). That is hatred with a hymnbook in its hand. 

2. “Hatest Instruction”: Hatred Isn’t Always Emotional, It’s Moral 

When God says, “thou hatest instruction” (Psalms 50:17), He is describing a will, not a mood. 

Instruction is guidance from authority. So to hate instruction is to hate being governed. It is not 

merely that a man doesn’t like a sermon; it is that he doesn’t want anyone telling him what to 

do—not God, not Scripture, not truth, not conscience. That is moral hatred: hatred directed at 

God’s right to command. 



That hatred often hides behind the language of “freedom.” But Bible freedom is not freedom to 

sin; it is freedom from sin’s bondage. “Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants 

of righteousness” (Romans 6:18). The rebel doesn’t want to be a servant of righteousness; he 

wants to be a servant of his appetites. So he hates instruction because instruction threatens his 

idol. Instruction is the fence, and he wants the pasture without the fence, because he wants to 

wander wherever his lust pulls him. 

Proverbs warned you about this man long before Psalm 50 exposed him. “A fool despiseth his 

father’s instruction” (Proverbs 15:5), and “He that hateth reproof shall die” (Proverbs 15:10). 

Notice the language: hate. Hatred of instruction is not neutral; it is fatal. God’s instruction is 

mercy. It is the warning sign before the cliff. So when a man hates it, he is not just stubborn; he 

is courting destruction. 

3. “Castest My Words Behind Thee”: Dismissal Is Rebellion 

The phrase “castest my words behind thee” (Psalms 50:17) is vivid. It is not the picture of a man 

struggling to understand. It is the picture of a man who heard clearly and threw it away. He 

doesn’t say, “I can’t.” He says, “I won’t.” That is why this hatred is so offensive to God. It is 

contempt for God’s speech. It is treating the voice of the Almighty like clutter. 

And this is exactly what selective obedience looks like. The Word is welcomed when it comforts, 

but thrown behind when it confronts. The Word is quoted when it benefits, but discarded when 

it restricts. The Word is used like a tool, not honored like a throne. This is the man who wants 

promises without precepts, blessings without boundaries, salvation without surrender. He’ll 

take Psalm 23, but he’ll throw behind him Romans 1. He’ll take “judge not,” but he’ll throw 

behind him “be ye holy.” He’ll take “God is love,” but he’ll throw behind him “our God is a 

consuming fire” (Hebrews 12:29). 

Jesus described this kind of man in the plainest terms: “Why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not 

the things which I say?” (Luke 6:46). That question is Psalm 50:17 put into New Testament form. 

Calling Him “Lord” while casting His words behind you is religious theater. And God hates 

theater when it replaces truth. He wants obedience, not performance. 

4. The Word as Background Noise Until a Pet Sin Is Touched 

Here is one of the most common forms of churchgoing hypocrisy: the Bible becomes 

background noise until it hits a pet sin. A man can sit through sermon after sermon, nod his 

head, and feel “spiritual,” as long as nothing touches the idol he secretly protects. But the 

moment the preacher reads a verse that targets his favorite corruption—his lust, his bitterness, 

his greed, his dishonesty, his pride—then hatred rises. He may not call it hatred. He may call it 

“concern.” He may call it “that preacher’s too harsh.” But God calls it what it is: “thou hatest 

instruction” (Psalms 50:17). 



Psalm 50 describes the pet sins plainly. “When thou sawest a thief, then thou consentedst with 

him” (Psalms 50:18). That’s tolerance of evil. “And hast been partaker with adulterers” (Psalms 

50:18). That’s sexual corruption tolerated or practiced. “Thou givest thy mouth to evil, and thy 

tongue frameth deceit” (Psalms 50:19). That’s lying and twisting truth. “Thou sittest and 

speakest against thy brother” (Psalms 50:20). That’s gossip, slander, character assassination. In 

other words, this isn’t a man with minor flaws; this is a man living in sin while pretending to be 

religious. 

And then comes the most terrifying line in the Psalm: “These things hast thou done, and I kept 

silence; thou thoughtest that I was altogether such an one as thyself” (Psalms 50:21). That is the 

psychological root of selective obedience: the man mistakes God’s patience for approval. God 

doesn’t strike him immediately, so he assumes God agrees. That is why he can cast God’s words 

behind him and still sleep. But God says, “I will reprove thee, and set them in order before thine 

eyes” (Psalms 50:21). The order will be restored, and the rebel won’t like it. 

5. Wanting God as Helper but Not God as Lord 

Psalm 50 is the perfect portrait of the man who wants a divine assistant. He wants God to bless 

his plans, protect his life, and carry him through trouble, but he does not want God to govern 

his choices. That’s why God mocks the shallow religion of transactional sacrifice and says, “Call 

upon me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me” (Psalms 50:15). God 

is willing to deliver, but the purpose is not to create a spoiled child; it is to produce a worshiper. 

Deliverance is meant to lead to glorifying God, not to ignoring His instruction. 

The rebel flips it. He wants deliverance without glorifying. He wants rescue without repentance. 

He wants help without holiness. That is why his relationship to the Word is utilitarian. He uses 

God’s words when he needs them and throws them behind him when they get in his way. He 

doesn’t love the Word; he exploits it. 

This is also why Bible rejection isn’t always atheism. A man can “take my covenant in thy 

mouth” (Psalms 50:16) and still be wicked. Churchgoing hypocrisy is one of the devil’s favorite 

disguises because it inoculates a man against conviction. He thinks he’s fine because he has 

religion, but the religion is dead because it is not submitted. The Word is not ruling; it is being 

handled. And the moment the Bible becomes a prop instead of a sword, hatred has already 

won. 

6. Instruction Is God’s Rule, and Hatred for Instruction Is Hatred for God 

The deeper you go, the clearer it gets: hatred for instruction is hatred for God’s rule. God’s 

words are not suggestions. They are commandments. And a man who throws them behind him 

is not merely ignoring advice; he is rejecting authority. That is why Psalm 50 doesn’t end with a 

gentle counseling session. It ends with a warning that should make a man’s skin crawl: “Now 



consider this, ye that forget God, lest I tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliver” (Psalms 

50:22). 

That is God speaking to the religious hypocrite, and it is fierce because hypocrisy is fierce. 

Hypocrisy is not a weakness; it is rebellion with makeup. It is a thief in a choir robe. It is a traitor 

wearing the King’s uniform. And God will not be mocked. If a man wants God’s name but hates 

God’s instruction, he is courting the wrath of the very God he pretends to worship. 

This is why the fear of the LORD matters so much. “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of 

knowledge” (Proverbs 1:7). Without fear, men play with Scripture. They edit it. They soften it. 

They ignore it. They treat it like a quote book. But when fear is present, the Word regains its 

weight. A man stops casting it behind him because he realizes those words are the words he will 

answer to. Jesus said, “The word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day” 

(John 12:48). That makes the Bible more than a devotional— it makes it a courtroom transcript. 

7. The Remedy: Remember, Hear, and Submit Before the Warning Becomes Judgment 

Psalm 50 doesn’t merely condemn; it offers a path out. It calls the man to consider, to 

remember, to stop forgetting God (Psalms 50:22). The first remedy is honest self-assessment 

under Scripture. Not emotional self-esteem, but truth. “I will reprove thee, and set them in 

order before thine eyes” (Psalms 50:21). If God is willing to set it in order, the wise man will let 

God do it now rather than later. Now is mercy. Later is judgment. 

The second remedy is to stop treating the Word as optional. “Seeing thou hatest instruction” 

(Psalms 50:17) must be replaced with loving instruction. That means receiving correction as 

love. “For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth” (Hebrews 12:6). God’s love includes correction. 

So a man who hates correction is calling God’s love hatred, and that is spiritual insanity. The 

wise man learns to say, “Lord, correct me,” not “Lord, comfort me while I continue.” 

The third remedy is obedience that is whole, not selective. Selective obedience is disobedience 

wearing a partial mask. Saul tried it—he obeyed in part and kept what he wanted, and Samuel 

said, “To obey is better than sacrifice” (1 Samuel 15:22). Psalm 50 says the same: God doesn’t 

need bulls; He wants surrender. The worship God accepts is obedience that honors His 

authority. “Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me: and to him that ordereth his conversation 

aright will I shew the salvation of God” (Psalms 50:23). That “ordereth” is the opposite of 

“castest my words behind thee.” It’s bringing life into line with the Book. 

Conclusion 

Psalm 50:17 exposes the religious rebel with surgical precision: “Seeing thou hatest instruction, 

and castest my words behind thee” (Psalms 50:17). That is hatred that can sit in church. That is 

hypocrisy that can quote statutes while ignoring the Statute-Giver. The Word becomes 



background noise until it confronts a pet sin, then the man’s true heart shows itself—he hates 

instruction and throws God’s words behind him because they interfere with what he wants. This 

is selective obedience, and selective obedience is rebellion in fragments. 

The Psalm also reveals why this is so dangerous: God’s silence is mistaken for approval. “Thou 

thoughtest that I was altogether such an one as thyself” (Psalms 50:21). That is the lie that 

keeps hypocrites comfortable. But God promises a day of reproof and ordering, and He warns, 

“lest I tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliver” (Psalms 50:22). That is not the language 

of mild disagreement. That is the language of a holy God confronting a man who wants God’s 

name but hates God’s rule. 

So the lesson lands where it must land: hatred for instruction is hatred for God’s authority. Bible 

rejection isn’t always atheism; it is often churchgoing hypocrisy that wants God as helper but 

not God as Lord. The cure is fear of God, honest consideration, and whole obedience—ordering 

your conversation aright under the Book. Because a man can throw God’s words behind him for 

a while, but he will never throw them away. Those words will stand, and they will either correct 

him now in mercy or judge him later in wrath. 

 

 

13 of 40: The Anatomy of Hate - Hating Reproof Is Brutish 

Introduction 

The Book of Proverbs doesn’t treat your feelings like they’re a sacred cow. It doesn’t tiptoe 

around your ego. It tells you the truth the way a father tells a son the truth when that son is 

about to ruin his life. That’s why the Holy Ghost can say something that would get a modern 

preacher “canceled” in five minutes and still be perfectly righteous doing it: “Whoso loveth 

instruction loveth knowledge: but he that hateth reproof is brutish” (Proverbs 12:1). That is not 

a cheap insult. That is a divine verdict on what happens to a man when he refuses correction. 

He doesn’t become “more authentic.” He becomes less human. 

God made man in His image with reason, conscience, and the capacity to be taught. But hatred 

drags a man down. Hatred doesn’t elevate; it degrades. It pulls him away from wisdom and 

down into instinct and impulse. When a man hates reproof, he chooses the animal life over the 

spiritual life. He chooses appetite over accountability. He chooses reaction over repentance. 

And Proverbs calls that “brutish” because it is brute behavior—unthinking, unteachable, driven, 

defensive, and destructive. 

In this essay I’m going to show how reproof is medicine and hatred is the disease that refuses 

the cure. The brutish man hates the doctor and loves the disease. That hatred leads to 



stagnation, then to destruction, because God will not correct a man forever if the man keeps 

despising correction. This study will teach how to receive reproof without turning it into 

personal offense, because offense is the proud man’s shield against growth. A teachable spirit 

kills hatred before it grows teeth, and if a man will learn that, he can be preserved from the 

spiral Proverbs is warning about. 

1. Proverbs 12:1 Is a Two-Way Door: Love Instruction or Love Brutishness 

“Whoso loveth instruction loveth knowledge: but he that hateth reproof is brutish” (Proverbs 

12:1). That verse gives you two paths and no third lane. You either love instruction or you hate 

reproof. You either move toward knowledge or you move toward brutishness. You either grow 

or you decay. That’s how Proverbs works because that’s how life works. Neutrality is a myth 

people use to avoid choosing. 

Notice what God connects: instruction and knowledge. If you love instruction, you love 

knowledge, because knowledge is built through correction. Nobody grows without being 

corrected. The man who grows is the man who can be told, “You’re wrong,” and instead of 

throwing a tantrum, he adjusts. That adjustment is humility. The man who hates reproof refuses 

adjustment, so he refuses knowledge, and when he refuses knowledge, he refuses wisdom. 

That refusal is not mere ignorance; it is rebellion. 

And then the verdict: “brutish.” God is telling you that hatred of reproof is not sophisticated. It 

is primitive. It is a moral regression. A man can wear a suit, hold a degree, quote big words, and 

still be brutish at heart if he cannot be corrected. Brutishness is not about vocabulary; it’s about 

the will. When the will hardens against reproof, the man begins to act like an animal—driven by 

impulse, reacting with aggression, and incapable of submission to truth. 

2. Brutish Means You’ve Been Dragged Down to Instinct and Impulse 

When Scripture calls a man brutish, it is describing a spiritual and moral condition: he is 

operating below what he was created to be. God gave man conscience and reason so he could 

walk with God, govern his appetites, and submit to truth. But the brutish man doesn’t govern; 

he reacts. He doesn’t weigh; he lashes. He doesn’t repent; he defends. He doesn’t learn; he 

attacks. That is hatred doing its work. 

This is why hatred is so dangerous. Hatred narrows your vision. It makes you interpret 

everything as threat. It primes you to strike. It makes you allergic to correction because 

correction feels like an attack. Then the man becomes quick-tempered, easily offended, and 

hard to reason with. Proverbs warns about that spirit constantly because it destroys 

relationships and ruins judgment. A man who cannot be corrected cannot be trusted with 

authority, because authority always requires correction. 



The brutish man is also predictable. He repeats patterns. He stagnates. He stays the same year 

after year because growth requires reproof, and he hates it. So instead of repentance, he 

develops justifications. Instead of learning, he develops excuses. Instead of humility, he 

develops a thick skin that is actually a hard heart. And the world applauds him as “strong” while 

the Bible exposes him as brutish. 

3. Reproof Is Medicine, and the Brutish Man Hates the Doctor 

Reproof is God’s mercy in verbal form. It is the warning before the wreck. It is the surgeon’s cut 

that heals. Proverbs is clear: “Open rebuke is better than secret love” (Proverbs 27:5). Secret 

love is the love that never tells you the truth. It smiles while you self-destruct. Open rebuke risks 

the relationship to save the soul. That’s why it’s better. It’s not sweeter; it’s better. 

But the brutish man hates the doctor. He hates the one trying to help him. Proverbs said it: 

“Reprove not a scorner, lest he hate thee” (Proverbs 9:8). The scorner doesn’t receive reproof as 

mercy; he receives it as humiliation. So he turns mercy into offense and help into hostility. 

That’s a spiritual sickness. It is the love of disease over health. It is pride preferring infection 

over surgery because surgery requires surrender. 

And the end of that path is always ugly. “He that hateth reproof shall die” (Proverbs 15:10). That 

doesn’t always mean he drops dead tomorrow. It means he chooses a course that produces 

death—death of relationships, death of credibility, death of peace, death of usefulness, and 

finally death itself. A man who hates correction is refusing the very thing that keeps him alive 

spiritually. That’s why the Bible treats it as fatal. 

4. Hatred Leads to Stagnation, Then to Destruction 

Hatred of reproof creates stagnation first. The man doesn’t grow. He doesn’t change. He stays in 

the same habits, same temper, same sins, same excuses. He may add religion. He may add 

vocabulary. He may add activity. But he doesn’t add holiness. He doesn’t add wisdom. He 

doesn’t add humility. Because all of those require correction, and he hates correction. 

Then stagnation turns into hardening. Proverbs says, “He, that being often reproved hardeneth 

his neck” (Proverbs 29:1). The neck hardens when the man keeps resisting. He gets used to 

saying “no” to truth. He gets used to dodging accountability. He gets used to turning every 

correction into a fight. Eventually that resistance becomes a reflex. He doesn’t even have to 

think about it—he automatically rejects reproof. That is brutishness in motion. 

Then comes destruction: “shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy” (Proverbs 

29:1). “Without remedy” means no more medicine. No more help. No more warnings. God 

doesn’t correct forever. God is patient, but patience abused becomes judgment. The brutish 

man thinks God’s silence means approval. Psalm 50 exposed that lie: “Thou thoughtest that I 



was altogether such an one as thyself” (Psalms 50:21). But then God says, “I will reprove thee” 

(Psalms 50:21). A man can despise reproof for a while, but he can’t outrun the day God sets 

things in order. 

5. Receiving Reproof Without Turning It Into Personal Offense 

One of the biggest tricks of pride is to turn reproof into personal offense. The proud man hears 

correction and interprets it as “they hate me.” But that is often guilt and ego talking, not reality. 

Proverbs says the wise man takes reproof as gain. “Rebuke a wise man, and he will love thee” 

(Proverbs 9:8). That is unnatural to the flesh, but it is supernatural to a teachable spirit. The 

wise man loves the person who corrected him because that person cared enough to risk 

discomfort to help him. 

A man must learn to separate his identity from his mistakes. If every correction feels like an 

assassination, the man will hate reproof and become brutish. But if he can say, “I was wrong, 

and I can change,” then reproof becomes a tool, not a weapon. That humility is strength. That 

humility keeps a man from becoming defensive and angry. “A soft answer turneth away wrath” 

(Proverbs 15:1), and a soft spirit turns away hatred as well. 

And the deepest key is the fear of God. If a man fears God, he doesn’t need to fear being 

corrected by people, because God’s approval is what matters. If a man fears man, he will 

interpret correction as shame, and shame will produce hostility. But “The fear of the LORD is the 

beginning of knowledge” (Proverbs 1:7), and it is also the beginning of teachability. When God is 

big, the ego shrinks, and reproof stops feeling like death. 

6. Teachable Spirit vs. Brutish Spirit: The War Inside Every Man 

Inside every man is a war between pride and teachability. The flesh wants to be right. The flesh 

wants to be admired. The flesh wants to be in control. The Spirit of God leads a man into truth, 

even when truth hurts. That is why Scripture keeps calling believers to humility. “God resisteth 

the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble” (James 4:6). Grace flows to humility because 

humility is open. Pride is closed. The closed man cannot be corrected, so he cannot be helped. 

The brutish man is the man who has chosen pride so long that it feels normal. He doesn’t see 

his reactions as sin; he sees them as “just who I am.” That’s a lie. Nobody is born with hatred as 

a virtue. Hatred of reproof is learned, practiced, and cultivated. It is a habit of resisting. That 

habit can be broken, but it requires repentance—the very thing the brutish man hates. 

The teachable man is the opposite. He stays soft. He stays correctable. He stays open to 

Scripture. He doesn’t treat reproof as an enemy; he treats it as a friend. That’s why the Bible 

says, “Faithful are the wounds of a friend” (Proverbs 27:6). Wounds that heal are better than 



kisses that deceive. The teachable spirit understands that and refuses to let pride turn medicine 

into insult. 

7. Killing Hatred Before It Grows Teeth 

Hatred grows. It doesn’t stay small. If a man hates reproof today, tomorrow he will hate the 

person who reproved him, and the next day he will hate truth itself. That’s why the Bible treats 

hatred like a spiritual infection. It spreads. It metastasizes. It turns a man into something ugly. 

That’s why a teachable spirit is so important—it kills hatred early, while it is still a temptation 

and not yet a lifestyle. 

Practically, that means when reproof comes, the first response should not be defense; it should 

be examination. “Search me, O God, and know my heart” (Psalms 139:23). A man who prays 

that prayer is protecting himself from brutishness. He is inviting light before hatred can push the 

light away. When the light comes, the choice is simple: receive it or resist it. 

And when a man receives it, he grows. He becomes more human, not less. He becomes more 

like Christ, not more like a beast. Christ received the Father’s will even when it meant suffering: 

“not my will, but thine, be done” (Luke 22:42). That submission is the opposite of brutishness. 

Brutishness says, “Not Thy will, but mine.” Teachable spirit says, “Lord, correct me.” And that 

spirit is what keeps hatred from becoming fangs. 

Conclusion 

“Whoso loveth instruction loveth knowledge: but he that hateth reproof is brutish” (Proverbs 

12:1). God’s verdict is clear: hatred of correction drags a man down below what he was created 

to be. It reduces him to instinct and impulse. It makes him defensive, reactive, and unteachable. 

Reproof is medicine, but the brutish man hates the doctor and loves the disease. He treats help 

as hostility and truth as violence, and that choice produces stagnation first, hardening next, and 

destruction in the end. 

Proverbs warns that God will not keep correcting a man forever if the man keeps despising 

correction. “He that hateth reproof shall die” (Proverbs 15:10), and “He, that being often 

reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy” (Proverbs 

29:1). That is not God being unfair; that is God being holy. Mercy offered and rejected becomes 

judgment. Light refused becomes darkness. Medicine hated becomes disease. 

So the lesson is not merely to tolerate reproof; it is to learn to love it. “Rebuke a wise man, and 

he will love thee” (Proverbs 9:8). A teachable spirit receives correction without turning it into 

personal offense. It separates ego from truth. It fears God more than it fears embarrassment. 

And that teachable spirit kills hatred before it grows teeth—before it becomes brutishness, 



before it becomes a lifestyle, and before it becomes the kind of hardened rebellion that can no 

longer be helped. 

 

 

14 of 40: The Anatomy of Hate - Hating Covetousness and Loving Clean Hands 

Introduction 

Modern religion has trained people to be afraid of the word hate like it’s automatically a sin, like 

the very syllables are poison. But the Bible doesn’t treat hate like a dirty word; it treats it like a 

moral tool. Hate is judged by its object. There is a hatred God condemns, and there is a hatred 

God commands, and a man who can’t tell the difference is already halfway to corruption. One 

of the clearest places God shows you righteous hatred with practical, daily-world application is 

in a leadership verse that most “soft preaching” ignores because it doesn’t preach well to a 

greedy age. Moses’ father-in-law told him to select leaders who were able, God-fearing, 

truthful, and—here’s the phrase that matters—men “hating covetousness” (Exodus 18:21). 

That’s not poetic. That’s operational. That’s how you keep power clean. 

Covetousness is not just wanting something. Covetousness is craving gain so much that you’ll 

bend truth to get it. It’s a quiet idol. It doesn’t always look like robbery with a mask; it often 

looks like “ambition,” “hustle,” “networking,” “opportunity,” and “success.” And the devil loves 

that because he can sell theft dressed up as growth and bribery dressed up as business. 

Covetousness is the love of gain that makes a man willing to sell his conscience, his family, his 

integrity, and eventually his soul—if he’s not saved and checked by the fear of God. That’s why 

Scripture doesn’t tell a leader to manage covetousness; it tells him to hate it. 

In this essay I’m going to show how the Bible ties hatred to integrity, and how holy hatred can 

protect a home, a church, and a nation from corruption. This is not theoretical. This is the 

difference between a judge who can’t be bought and a judge who can. It is the difference 

between a pastor who fears God and a pastor who sells the pulpit. It is the difference between a 

father who provides with clean hands and a father who feeds his family with stolen bread. 

Covetousness is a quiet idol, and the only safe posture toward it is hatred, not negotiation. If a 

man cannot hate covetousness, he will eventually sell something sacred. 

1. Exodus 18:21: God’s Job Description for Clean Leadership 

Exodus 18 is not a lecture on charisma; it is instruction on administration and justice. Moses is 

wearing himself out judging the people alone, and Jethro tells him to appoint capable men to 

share the load. But God’s qualifications for those men are not “talented,” “popular,” or “well 

connected.” The qualifications are moral. “Moreover thou shalt provide out of all the people 



able men, such as fear God, men of truth, hating covetousness” (Exodus 18:21). That is a four-

fold guardrail: ability, fear of God, truthfulness, and hatred of covetousness. Ability without fear 

makes a tyrant. Fear without truth makes a hypocrite. Truth without hatred of covetousness 

makes a man who speaks right but sells right. 

Notice “hating covetousness” is placed right next to “men of truth.” That’s not accidental. 

Covetousness is the natural enemy of truth. A greedy man will distort truth to protect gain. He 

will shade facts. He will spin narratives. He will withhold the whole story. Truth costs, and 

covetousness hates paying any cost that reduces profit. So God says, if you’re going to put a 

man in a seat where his decisions affect others, he must hate the thing that would tempt him to 

profit from their pain. 

And that is the real test of leadership: what does the man love? What does the man hate? If he 

loves gain more than God, he will betray God as soon as gain calls his name. If he hates 

covetousness, he is safer with power, because power attracts thieves. Every seat of authority is 

a magnet for opportunity, and opportunity is a magnet for covetousness. If the man doesn’t 

hate it, it will take him. 

2. Covetousness Is a Quiet Idol That Never Announces Itself 

Covetousness doesn’t walk into your house with horns and a pitchfork. It walks in with a 

spreadsheet. It walks in with a promotion. It walks in with a “deal.” It walks in with a “side 

hustle.” It walks in with “just this once.” And the reason it’s so dangerous is because it disguises 

itself as responsibility. A man says, “I’m doing it for my family,” while he’s actually doing it for his 

ego. He says, “It’s just business,” while his conscience is being traded for convenience. He says, 

“Everybody does it,” while his soul is being trained to tolerate sin. 

The Bible calls it idolatry. “Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth… and 

covetousness, which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). That means covetousness is not a personality 

quirk; it is worship. It is a man bowing to gain. And once a man worships gain, he will sacrifice to 

it. He will sacrifice time, truth, health, marriage, children, integrity, and eventually the things 

that should never be sold. That’s why covetousness is not negotiable. An idol is not managed; it 

is smashed. 

This is also why covetousness is such a “quiet” sin. It can hide in respectable clothes. Nobody 

praises lust, but people praise ambition. Nobody praises theft, but people praise “getting 

ahead.” Nobody praises bribery, but people praise “connections.” Covetousness is theft in seed 

form. It is the heart that’s willing to take what isn’t lawful to keep what feels profitable. So God 

doesn’t say, “Be careful around it.” God says, “Hate it.” 

3. Holy Hatred Protects a Man’s Hands From Getting Dirty 



Exodus 18:21 ties hatred to integrity. “Men of truth, hating covetousness” (Exodus 18:21). That 

is clean hands in action. The Psalms describe the kind of man who can stand before God: “He 

that hath clean hands, and a pure heart” (Psalms 24:4). Clean hands are not just about violence; 

they are about corruption. Dirty hands aren’t always covered in blood. Sometimes they’re 

covered in bribe money, dishonest paperwork, and hidden agreements. 

Holy hatred is a protection because hatred creates distance. When a man hates something, he 

doesn’t toy with it. He doesn’t flirt with it. He doesn’t entertain it. That’s why the Bible 

commands hatred of evil in general: “Ye that love the LORD, hate evil” (Psalms 97:10). If you 

“love the LORD,” you don’t hold hands with the thing He hates. You hate it. Not 

performatively—practically. 

And this is the point: a man cannot keep his hands clean if his heart loves gain at any cost. The 

man who “hates covetousness” will refuse the shady deal. He will refuse the bribe. He will 

refuse the dishonest scale. He will refuse the manipulation. He will refuse the half-truth. He will 

refuse selling spiritual authority for financial advantage. That hatred becomes a firewall. It 

doesn’t make him poor; it makes him safe. 

4. Dishonest Scales, Bribery, and Theft Dressed Up as Success 

The Bible has a special contempt for crooked business because crooked business is social 

violence. It hurts people quietly. It steals without a gun. It ruins lives with paperwork. That’s 

why God speaks so strongly about weights and measures. “A false balance is abomination to the 

LORD: but a just weight is his delight” (Proverbs 11:1). And again: “Divers weights, and divers 

measures, both of them are alike abomination to the LORD” (Proverbs 20:10). Abomination is 

not “oops.” It is moral disgust. Why? Because a false balance is theft wearing a respectable 

uniform. 

Covetousness is what drives that. A man wants more, so he cheats. A man wants advantage, so 

he lies. A man wants status, so he manipulates. And then, because it’s “business,” he thinks it’s 

not sin. But God doesn’t change definitions because a man adds a suit jacket. Theft is theft. 

Bribery is bribery. Lying is lying. And covetousness is the heart that makes those sins feel 

reasonable. 

This is why Exodus 18:21 matters so much for leadership. A leader who doesn’t hate 

covetousness will eventually accept “gifts,” and those gifts will buy decisions. The gate becomes 

corrupt. The poor are crushed. The innocent are ignored. Amos described that society: “they 

take a bribe, and they turn aside the poor in the gate from their right” (Amos 5:12). That is not 

only political corruption; it is covetousness institutionalized. It is gain replacing justice. It is a 

nation selling righteousness. 

5. Covetousness Will Make a Man Sell Something Sacred 



The warning in your thesis is true because Scripture proves it over and over: if a man can’t hate 

covetousness, he will eventually sell something sacred. Judas sold the Lord for silver. Esau sold 

his birthright for a bowl of pottage. Balaam loved “the wages of unrighteousness” and 

corrupted his ministry for gain. Gehazi chased a gift and ended with leprosy. Ananias and 

Sapphira wanted reputation while lying about money. The Book keeps repeating the same 

lesson with different faces: covetousness always costs more than it pays. 

Paul warned directly about it: “For the love of money is the root of all evil” (1 Timothy 6:10). 

Notice it doesn’t say money is the root; it says the love is the root. That love is covetousness. 

And then he says it “pierced themselves through with many sorrows” (1 Timothy 6:10). That is 

what covetousness does. It pierces. It doesn’t just lead; it stabs. It wounds the man, his family, 

his conscience, and anyone under his authority. 

That’s why “hating covetousness” is a qualification for leadership. If the man will sell sacred 

things, he cannot be trusted with sacred responsibility. If he’ll sell truth, he cannot be trusted to 

teach truth. If he’ll sell justice, he cannot be trusted to judge. If he’ll sell holiness, he cannot be 

trusted to shepherd. Covetousness is not a small flaw; it’s a betrayal engine. 

6. The Practical Application: Home, Church, and Nation 

In the home, covetousness turns a father into a hireling for the world. He begins to measure his 

success by accumulation instead of righteousness. He may provide money while starving his 

children of presence, instruction, and example. He may justify shady choices because “we need 

it,” and then he trains the whole household that comfort matters more than conscience. But 

God’s order is the opposite: “Better is little with righteousness than great revenues without 

right” (Proverbs 16:8). That verse is the antidote to covetousness in the home. It teaches 

contentment with clean hands. 

In the church, covetousness turns ministry into a marketplace. It makes a man preach for 

applause and offerings instead of truth and souls. Paul warned about men who suppose “that 

gain is godliness” (1 Timothy 6:5). That is covetousness in a collar. It uses spiritual language to 

justify financial greed. A man like that will avoid hard truths because hard truths can cost 

support. He will flatter, entertain, and manipulate because manipulation pays. That is exactly 

why Exodus 18:21 matters—leaders must hate covetousness, or the pulpit becomes a sales 

platform. 

In the nation, covetousness becomes policy. It becomes bribery and insider dealing. It becomes 

dishonest scales on a grand scale. It becomes “justice” for sale. That is why the prophets 

thundered against it. When covetousness governs, the weak are crushed, truth is mocked, and 

righteousness is treated like a nuisance. But when leaders hate covetousness, the gate is safer. 



The people are safer. The whole system has a chance to remain clean because the men making 

decisions are not for sale. 

7. The Cure: Contentment, Fear of God, and a Holy Hatred of Evil 

You don’t cure covetousness by reading a quote about gratitude. You cure it by fearing God and 

hating evil. “The fear of the LORD is to hate evil” (Proverbs 8:13). That connects fear and hatred 

directly. When God is feared, evil is hated. When evil is hated, covetousness loses its charm 

because covetousness is evil wearing perfume. The man who fears God can say “no” to gain 

because he knows a holy God watches the deal, not just the customer. 

Contentment is also essential. Paul said, “Having food and raiment let us be therewith content” 

(1 Timothy 6:8). Contentment doesn’t mean laziness; it means your soul isn’t for sale. It means 

you can work hard without worshiping gain. It means you can pursue excellence without 

compromising truth. It means you can say, “No,” and sleep at night. Covetousness is restless. It 

always needs more. Contentment is settled. It knows God provides. 

And holy hatred is the practical posture: hate covetousness. Don’t manage it. Don’t entertain it. 

Don’t flirt with it. “Men… hating covetousness” (Exodus 18:21). That hatred will show up in 

choices—refusing bribes, refusing dishonest scales, refusing shady shortcuts, refusing profiting 

from lies. That hatred produces clean hands and a clean conscience. And a clean conscience is 

worth more than a thousand paychecks. 

Conclusion 

Exodus 18:21 gives you righteous hatred with boots on: leaders must be men who fear God, 

love truth, and are “hating covetousness” (Exodus 18:21). That hatred is not bitterness; it is 

integrity. It is a moral refusal to be bought. Covetousness is a quiet idol, and the only safe 

posture toward it is hatred, not negotiation, because covetousness always negotiates you down. 

First it asks for a small compromise, then it demands a bigger one, and eventually it owns you. 

The Bible ties covetousness to corruption because covetousness drives dishonest scales, bribery, 

theft dressed up as success, and “gain” treated like godliness. God calls false balances an 

“abomination” (Proverbs 11:1; Proverbs 20:10) because they are violence with paperwork. And 

Scripture warns that the love of money pierces men “through with many sorrows” (1 Timothy 

6:10). That’s why this hatred protects homes, churches, and nations. A man who hates 

covetousness is safer with authority because he is not for sale. 

So the warning stands: if a man cannot hate covetousness, he will eventually sell something 

sacred. He will sell truth for comfort, justice for advantage, holiness for applause, and 

conscience for profit. But if he fears God, loves clean hands, and hates covetousness the way 

God commands, he can lead without being corrupted, provide without stealing, and succeed 



without selling his soul. That is righteous hate, and in a greedy age, it is one of the most 

practical forms of holiness a man can have. 

 

 

15 of 40: The Anatomy of Hate - “Ye That Love the LORD, Hate Evil” 

Introduction 

Modern Christianity has been trained to flinch at the word hate like it’s profanity. Say “hate,” 

and a whole crowd of soft, sentimental religionists will clutch their pearls and start talking about 

“tone” and “love” as if God never wrote half the verses in their Bible. But the problem isn’t the 

word. The problem is that people don’t believe God means what He says. Psalm 97:10 doesn’t 

ask your opinion, and it doesn’t submit itself to your therapy vocabulary: “Ye that love the 

LORD, hate evil” (Psalms 97:10). That is a command, not a suggestion. It is as direct as “Thou 

shalt not.” It is as clear as daylight. If you love the LORD, you will hate what He hates, or else 

your love is counterfeit. 

The devil has gotten a lot of mileage out of one cheap trick: he convinces church people that 

loving means never condemning anything, never confronting anything, and never drawing a 

line. So they try to “love everyone” by refusing to hate anything, and they end up loving nothing 

that matters. They won’t hate false doctrine, so they lose truth. They won’t hate sin, so they 

lose holiness. They won’t hate corruption, so they lose integrity. They won’t hate evil, so they 

lose God’s favor. They make “love” into a warm fog, and then they wonder why darkness 

spreads. A love that refuses to hate evil is not love; it is cowardice wearing a halo. 

This essay is going to put that command back where it belongs: right in the center of a saint’s 

walk. Evil is not an abstract concept; it is specific, definable, and personal. “The fear of the LORD 

is to hate evil: pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way, and the froward mouth, do I hate” 

(Proverbs 8:13). That’s God speaking, and God is not confused. Holy love requires holy hatred 

because love protects what is right. And this lesson will teach how to hate evil without hating 

people, and how to keep hatred aimed where God aims it—at sin, at pride, at corruption, at lies, 

at wickedness—without turning into the very evil you claim to hate. 

1. Psalm 97:10: The Command That Exposes Fake Love 

“Ye that love the LORD, hate evil” (Psalms 97:10). That sentence links love and hate like a chain. 

You can’t pretend to love God while cuddling what He condemns. You can sing about Him and 

still be disobedient, but you can’t claim your love is genuine while refusing His command. Love 

in the Bible is not a mood; it is loyalty. It is allegiance. It is obedience. Jesus said, “If ye love me, 

keep my commandments” (John 14:15). Psalm 97:10 is one of those commandments. 



Fake love is always selective. Fake love will take the promises but refuse the precepts. Fake love 

will talk about grace but ignore holiness. Fake love will pray for protection but refuse correction. 

Fake love will want God as helper but not God as Lord. That’s why Psalm 50 condemned the 

religious rebel: “Seeing thou hatest instruction, and castest my words behind thee” (Psalms 

50:17). That man had religion, but he didn’t have submission. You can’t love the LORD while 

throwing His words behind you. 

So Psalm 97:10 becomes a test. Do you hate evil? Not do you hate “bad vibes,” but do you hate 

what God calls evil. Do you hate the thing that ruins souls, wrecks families, perverts doctrine, 

and blasphemes Christ. If you don’t, your claim to “love the LORD” is just a slogan. Because God 

says love for Him produces hatred of evil the way fire produces heat. If there is no heat, it’s not 

fire. 

2. Evil Defined: God Names What He Hates 

The modern church loves vague language because vague language requires no courage. But God 

is not vague. Proverbs 8:13 defines evil in plain terms: “The fear of the LORD is to hate evil: 

pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way, and the froward mouth, do I hate” (Proverbs 8:13). 

Notice evil isn’t only murder and rape; evil includes pride and arrogancy. That’s the respectable 

sin people defend. That’s the sin that sits in pulpits. That’s the sin that posts Bible verses while 

despising correction. God calls it evil. 

“The evil way” is the life pattern that defies God. It’s not one slip; it’s a road. And “the froward 

mouth” is twisted speech—lying, perverting, flattering, slandering, manipulating, calling evil 

good and good evil. If a man can’t hate a froward mouth, he will end up admiring liars because 

liars can make sin sound compassionate. That’s why God names it. Because evil speaks, and evil 

sells, and evil persuades. If you don’t hate it, it will recruit you. 

Psalm 97:10 also gives you the promise attached to the command: “He preserveth the souls of 

his saints; he delivereth them out of the hand of the wicked” (Psalms 97:10). Preservation and 

deliverance are tied to hatred of evil. That’s not complicated. If you flirt with evil, you will not be 

preserved from it. If you hate it, you’ll keep distance, and distance is protection. A man who 

loves the LORD hates evil because he wants to be preserved from it, and God honors that 

hatred with deliverance. 

3. Love That Refuses to Hate Is Not Love, It’s Tolerance of Rot 

The modern religious world calls tolerance “love,” but tolerance can be cruelty. Tolerating evil is 

how evil spreads. A doctor who “tolerates” cancer is not loving the patient. A father who 

“tolerates” predators is not loving his children. A church that “tolerates” false doctrine is not 

loving souls. Love must protect. Love must warn. Love must draw lines. That’s why Psalm 97:10 

is not optional. God is commanding protective love. 



The Bible’s definition of love is not sentimental softness. “Charity… rejoiceth not in iniquity, but 

rejoiceth in the truth” (1 Corinthians 13:6). If love rejoices in truth, then love will resist lies. If 

love does not rejoice in iniquity, then love will not celebrate sin. So a church that refuses to hate 

anything is not walking in charity; it is walking in compromise. It is a church that has confused 

kindness with cowardice. 

And the fruit of that confusion is obvious. The church tries to love everyone by refusing to hate 

anything, and it ends up with no backbone, no doctrine, no holiness, and no authority. It 

becomes salt that lost its savor. Jesus said, “if the salt have lost his savour… it is thenceforth 

good for nothing” (Matthew 5:13). Salt stings because salt preserves. A Christianity that never 

stings is a Christianity that doesn’t preserve anything. It lets everything rot while calling it love. 

4. How to Hate Evil Without Hating People 

Now here’s where men swing like a pendulum and miss the mark. Some folks hear “hate evil” 

and turn it into hatred of people. That is not what the verse says. It says hate evil. Evil is the 

target. Sin is the enemy. Lies are the enemy. Pride is the enemy. The devil is the enemy. People 

are not the enemy; they are the mission field. “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood” 

(Ephesians 6:12). That verse doesn’t mean flesh and blood never oppose you; it means the root 

behind it is spiritual, and your aim must be righteous. 

You hate evil because evil destroys people. You hate pride because pride damns. You hate false 

doctrine because false doctrine sends souls to Hell and ruins saints. You hate corruption 

because corruption crushes the weak. You hate the froward mouth because lies poison minds. 

But you do not hate people as creatures made in God’s image, and you do not take pleasure in 

their downfall. God Himself says, “As I live… I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but 

that the wicked turn from his way and live” (Ezekiel 33:11). That is God’s heart—hate the 

wickedness, call the man to turn. 

This is why Scripture can command the saint to be firm without being malicious. “Be not 

overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good” (Romans 12:21). You overcome evil with good 

by telling the truth, warning, correcting, rebuking when necessary, refusing compromise, and 

still keeping a heart that wants sinners to repent and be saved. The modern world cannot 

understand that combination. It thinks if you confront, you hate. The Bible says if you love, you 

will confront—because love protects what is right. 

5. Holy Hatred and Holy Fear: The Fuel That Keeps Love Clean 

Proverbs 8:13 ties hatred of evil to fear of the LORD: “The fear of the LORD is to hate evil” 

(Proverbs 8:13). That tells you holy hatred is not an emotional tantrum; it is reverence in action. 

When you fear God, you hate what offends Him. When you fear God, you hate the thing that 

dishonors His Son. When you fear God, you hate the sin that grieves the Holy Spirit. That fear 



keeps hatred from becoming fleshly rage because it keeps your aim on God’s standard, not your 

ego. 

The difference between holy hatred and carnal hatred is the object and the motive. Carnal 

hatred hates because the ego is wounded. Holy hatred hates because holiness is violated. 

Carnal hatred wants revenge. Holy hatred wants righteousness. Carnal hatred delights in 

destruction. Holy hatred delights in repentance and restoration. That’s why the same Bible that 

tells you to hate evil can also tell you to forgive people, pray for enemies, and do good to those 

who despitefully use you. You can hate evil while still seeking the sinner’s conversion. 

This is where the modern church gets tripped up: it thinks hatred is always personal. But God’s 

hatred is moral. God hates wickedness because it is wickedness. “Thou lovest righteousness, 

and hatest wickedness” (Psalms 45:7). That verse is describing the righteous standard of God. If 

a saint wants to be like God, he will love righteousness and hate wickedness. That’s not cruelty; 

that’s sanity. A world that tells you to stop hating evil is a world trying to remove your immune 

system so infection can spread without resistance. 

6. Keeping Hatred Aimed Where God Aims It 

If you’re going to obey Psalm 97:10, you have to keep hatred aimed properly, because mis-

aimed hatred turns you into what you claim to oppose. The devil would love nothing more than 

to take a saint who hates evil and make him hateful—bitter, arrogant, cruel, proud—so he 

becomes a billboard for the flesh. That’s why God defines evil in Proverbs 8:13: pride and 

arrogancy are evil too. If you “hate evil” but become proud in your hatred, you have become 

evil while preaching against evil. That is hypocrisy with teeth. 

So the discipline is constant. You aim hatred at sin, not at your brother’s existence. You aim 

hatred at lies, not at the image-bearer who is deceived by them. You aim hatred at corruption, 

not at the poor sap caught in it who still might repent. You aim hatred at the froward mouth, 

not at the soul who can still be converted. This is why correction must be done with truth and 

sobriety, not with rage. “Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, 

restore such an one in the spirit of meekness” (Galatians 6:1). Meekness is not weakness; it’s 

controlled strength. 

And this is where the modern “love everyone” crowd is wrong: refusing to hate evil is not 

meekness; it’s surrender. Meekness can rebuke. Meekness can confront. Jesus was “meek and 

lowly” (Matthew 11:29), and He still said, “Woe unto you” to hypocrites and drove money-

changers out of the temple. The issue is not whether you confront; the issue is whether your 

aim is holy. Hate evil. Love people enough to tell them the truth about evil. 

7. The Practical Outworking: Home, Church, and Public Life 



In the home, hating evil means you refuse what will corrupt your household. You hate 

pornography because it destroys marriages. You hate dishonesty because it trains children to lie. 

You hate bitterness because it poisons peace. You hate laziness because it breeds poverty and 

chaos. That hatred is not harshness; it’s protection. “He that spareth his rod hateth his son” 

(Proverbs 13:24). The Bible even says withholding correction is hatred, because correction is 

love. So the father who refuses to confront evil in the home is not loving; he is allowing 

destruction. 

In the church, hating evil means you hate false doctrine, you hate compromise, you hate wolves 

in sheep’s clothing, you hate corruption of the gospel. Paul said, “Mark them which cause 

divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them” 

(Romans 16:17). Avoidance is not hatred of the person; it is hatred of the poison. If you don’t 

hate poison, you will drink it. A church that won’t hate evil will eventually celebrate evil because 

it has no standard left. 

In public life, hating evil means you hate bribery, dishonesty, crooked scales, exploitation, and 

the moral inversion that calls good evil and evil good. Amos warned about a society that hated 

rebuke and loved bribes (Amos 5:10-12). Psalm 97:10 is a safeguard against that drift. If a 

people “love the LORD,” they will “hate evil,” and that hatred will show up in what they tolerate, 

what they reward, and what they reject. A nation that refuses to hate evil is a nation that will 

eventually outlaw righteousness. 

Conclusion 

Psalm 97:10 is not a suggestion; it is a command: “Ye that love the LORD, hate evil” (Psalms 

97:10). Loving the LORD without hating evil is fake love because love protects what is right. God 

Himself defines what He hates: “pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way, and the froward mouth” 

(Proverbs 8:13). The modern church tries to love everyone by refusing to hate anything, and it 

ends up with no backbone, no doctrine, no holiness, and no power. It becomes salt without 

savor—harmless, tasteless, and useless in a rotting world. 

Holy love requires holy hatred, not because hatred is the goal, but because protection is the 

goal. Love that rejoices in truth must resist lies (1 Corinthians 13:6). Love that seeks salvation 

must confront sin. Yet the hatred must be aimed where God aims it—at evil, not at human souls 

as creatures made in God’s image. “We wrestle not against flesh and blood” (Ephesians 6:12). 

We hate the poison because we want the person rescued from it. 

So the lesson is this: hate evil without becoming evil. Hate sin without turning into a bitter 

sinner. Hate corruption without letting pride corrupt you. Hate lies without losing love for the 

lost. Keep hatred holy by keeping it obedient, defined, and aimed by Scripture. When a man can 



do that, he proves he really loves the LORD, because he loves what God loves and hates what 

God hates—and that is the only love in the Bible that isn’t pretend. 

 

 

16 of 40: The Anatomy of Hate - The Psalms of Holy Disgust Toward False Ways 

Introduction 

Psalm 119 is not the diary of a man trying to be “balanced.” It is the testimony of a man who 

has lived long enough to see what lies do to souls. It is not written by a spiritual tourist who 

samples truth on Sundays and samples compromise the rest of the week. It is written by a man 

obsessed with the words of God because he knows those words are life. That is why he can say 

something that the modern church calls “too extreme” and God calls “mature”: “Through thy 

precepts I get understanding: therefore I hate every false way” (Psalms 119:104). And then he 

says it again later, like a nail driven twice so nobody can wiggle out of it: “Therefore I esteem all 

thy precepts concerning all things to be right; and I hate every false way” (Psalms 119:128). That 

isn’t bitterness. That is holy disgust toward deception. 

We live in a time where people measure maturity by tolerance. They say, “A mature Christian 

doesn’t draw lines.” But that’s a lie—one of the very “false ways” Psalm 119 is talking about. 

Spiritual maturity is not measured by how much error you can sit with comfortably. It is 

measured by how clearly you see error and reject it because you love God’s truth. False ways 

are not innocent. They are not “different perspectives.” They are roads that end in pits. They 

destroy families, corrupt churches, weaken saints, and damn unbelievers. A Christian who stops 

hating false ways doesn’t become “gracious.” He becomes unsafe. 

In this essay I’m going to show that the psalmist’s hatred comes from understanding, and it is 

fueled by love for God’s precepts. Love for truth is not a soft, foggy feeling; it is loyalty to God’s 

words. And once a man loves those words, his stomach turns at lies the way a healthy body 

rejects poison. This study will train discernment and expose how compromise begins when a 

believer stops hating false ways. A heart that loves truth will develop a holy intolerance for lies, 

not because it enjoys conflict, but because it values life. 

1. “Through Thy Precepts I Get Understanding”: Hatred Born From Light 

The hatred in Psalm 119:104 is not hatred born from a bad day; it is hatred born from 

understanding. “Through thy precepts I get understanding: therefore I hate every false way” 

(Psalms 119:104). Notice the order. Understanding comes first. Hatred follows. That means the 

more a man is taught by Scripture, the less appetite he has for error. Truth doesn’t make you 

softer toward lies; truth makes you sharper against them. 



Understanding in the Bible isn’t just mental information. It is spiritual clarity. It is seeing things 

as God sees them. When God’s precepts become the lens, you begin to see how lies operate. 

You begin to see how false ways dress themselves up in religious language. You begin to see 

how compromise always starts small and ends big. You begin to see that “false way” isn’t just a 

wrong statement; it’s a whole path, a whole pattern, a whole direction that leads away from 

God. 

And when you see that, your reaction changes. You stop being entertained by what used to 

impress you. You stop being flattered by what used to seduce you. You stop being confused by 

what used to intimidate you. You hate it—not because you’re mean, but because your eyes are 

open. A man with understanding hates false ways the way a man with sight hates a cliff in the 

dark. He hates it because it kills people. 

2. “I Esteem All Thy Precepts… to Be Right”: Total Truth Produces Total Rejection of Error 

Psalm 119:128 is stronger than most Christians are comfortable reading out loud. “Therefore I 

esteem all thy precepts concerning all things to be right; and I hate every false way” (Psalms 

119:128). That verse destroys the modern idea that God’s Word is “true for spiritual matters” 

but not authoritative everywhere else. The psalmist says God’s precepts are right “concerning 

all things.” That means truth is total. It is not a weekend hobby. It is not a private preference. It 

is not a personal vibe. It is right. 

And if truth is total, then error is not a small matter. Error becomes treason against reality. That 

is why the psalmist hates “every false way.” Not some false ways. Not the obvious false ways. 

Every false way. He hates the lies that deny God and the lies that distort God. He hates the lies 

that corrupt doctrine and the lies that corrupt character. He hates the lies that lead to heresy 

and the lies that lead to hypocrisy. Because he understands that lies don’t just misinform; they 

deform. 

This is the great weakness of the modern church: it treats truth like it is optional and treats 

error like it is harmless. But God says, “A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump” (Galatians 5:9). 

That’s not exaggeration. That’s spiritual biology. A little corruption spreads. A little compromise 

multiplies. If you don’t hate false ways, you will eventually host them, and if you host them, you 

will eventually serve them. 

3. False Ways Are Not Innocent: They Lead Souls Into Pits 

The phrase “false way” is not merely academic. A way is a path. A path takes you somewhere. 

So the question is never only, “Is it technically accurate?” The question is, “Where does it lead?” 

False ways lead away from God. They lead away from obedience. They lead away from Christ. 

They lead away from truth. And the end is always destruction. “There is a way which seemeth 



right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death” (Proverbs 14:12). That verse is the 

tombstone over a million false ways. 

False ways can be religious. That’s what makes them so deadly. They can have Scripture quotes 

on the signpost while still leading into a ditch. Jesus warned about that kind of deception: 

“Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing” (Matthew 7:15). Sheep’s 

clothing means they look safe. They sound safe. They talk about “love” and “unity” and “peace.” 

But they are wolves. And wolves don’t just bite doctrine; they devour souls. 

That is why the psalmist’s hatred is righteous. It is protective. It is the hatred of a shepherd for 

wolves, not the hatred of a bully for weak people. It is disgust toward deception because 

deception is murder by slow poison. If you don’t hate the poison, you will call it medicine, and 

then you will be shocked when people die. 

4. Spiritual Maturity: Not Tolerance of Error, But Discernment of It 

The world calls you “mature” when you stop making distinctions. God calls you mature when 

you can discern. The Bible speaks of believers whose senses are trained: “even those who by 

reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil” (Hebrews 5:14). That is 

maturity. Discernment is skill. It is practice. It is growth. And the more you discern, the more 

you hate false ways because you stop being fooled by them. 

The modern church has inverted this. It says discernment is “judgmental.” It says warning is 

“unloving.” It says boundaries are “divisive.” But the Bible says the opposite. “Mark them which 

cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them” 

(Romans 16:17). Avoidance is discernment in action. The Bible doesn’t command you to host 

spiritual poison to prove you’re loving. It commands you to identify it and avoid it to prove 

you’re wise. 

Maturity is not being comfortable with contradictions. Maturity is refusing them. Maturity is not 

being impressed by spiritual salesmen. Maturity is testing spirits, checking doctrine, comparing 

Scripture with Scripture, and refusing to be manipulated by charisma. That’s why Psalm 119 ties 

hatred of false ways to love for precepts. The man who is saturated with God’s Word doesn’t 

have a big appetite for spiritual junk food. He develops holy disgust. 

5. The Fuel: Love for the Word Creates Holy Intolerance for Lies 

Psalm 119 is a love song to Scripture. And that’s why it produces hatred of false ways. You 

cannot deeply love God’s Word and casually tolerate lies. Love creates loyalty. Loyalty creates 

boundaries. Boundaries create rejection. That’s why Psalm 97:10 said, “Ye that love the LORD, 

hate evil” (Psalms 97:10). Love and hatred are paired because love protects what it values. 



When a man loves God’s words, he begins to feel about lies the way God feels. “The fear of the 

LORD is to hate evil” (Proverbs 8:13). That hatred includes “the froward mouth,” twisted speech, 

perverted talk, religious manipulation. The Word trains your taste buds. It makes you able to 

detect the bitter aftertaste of error even when it’s served with sweet talk. That is one of the 

clearest signs of growth: you stop being impressed by what used to impress you because the 

Word has recalibrated your appetite. 

This is why compromise begins when a believer stops reading and loving Scripture. When the 

Word becomes neglected, discernment dulls. When discernment dulls, false ways don’t look as 

false. They look “interesting.” They look “fresh.” They look “new.” But “new” is not a fruit of 

truth; “true” is. Truth is ancient because God is eternal. The psalmist loved the old paths of 

God’s precepts, and therefore hated every false way. 

6. How Compromise Begins: When Hatred of False Ways Is Replaced With Curiosity 

A believer rarely wakes up one morning and decides to embrace error. Compromise starts with 

curiosity that isn’t guarded by fear of God. It starts with the thought, “Maybe this isn’t that big a 

deal.” It starts with being entertained by what should disgust you. It starts with calling poison “a 

different perspective.” The psalmist stands against that drift by saying, “I hate every false way” 

(Psalms 119:104, 128). That hatred is a fence around the mind. 

The devil’s strategy is always to reduce your hatred of false ways by softening the consequences. 

He tells you, “It’s not that serious.” But the Bible says it is serious. Jesus said false prophets are 

wolves (Matthew 7:15). Paul said false teaching spreads like leaven (Galatians 5:9). John said 

there are antichrists and deceivers (1 John 2:18; 2 John 7). That language is not mild. That 

language is war language. Because error is not a debate club; it’s a battlefield. 

So a believer must guard his heart. The psalmist said, “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I 

might not sin against thee” (Psalms 119:11). Notice: hiding the Word prevents sin. And false 

ways are sin roads. If you want to stay off those roads, you don’t just need intelligence—you 

need Scripture stored in the heart. That storage produces understanding, and understanding 

produces hatred of false ways. 

7. Hating False Ways While Maintaining a Right Spirit Toward People 

Now keep the aim right. The psalmist hates false ways, not because he hates human souls, but 

because he loves God’s precepts and wants life. Scripture teaches us the battle is spiritual, not 

merely personal. “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood” (Ephesians 6:12). That means you 

can oppose falsehood without becoming fleshly, bitter, or proud. You can condemn error while 

praying for the deceived to be rescued. 



The Bible gives you the balance: “Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good” 

(Romans 12:21). You overcome evil with good by shining truth, by warning, by rebuking when 

necessary, by refusing compromise, and by keeping your heart from turning into the same 

poison you’re resisting. If hatred of false ways turns into pride, you have stepped into another 

false way—pride and arrogancy, which God hates (Proverbs 8:13). The devil would love to turn 

discernment into self-righteousness, because then you lose usefulness. 

So the saint must keep hatred holy. Hate the lie. Hate the false way. Hate the corruption. But 

keep the gospel ready, because the goal is not to win an argument; the goal is to rescue souls. 

Even in confrontation, the aim is truth and deliverance. And when the believer learns that 

discipline, he becomes a man who can stand in an age of deception without becoming deceived 

or becoming cruel. 

Conclusion 

Psalm 119 repeats a phrase that the modern church needs like medicine: “I hate every false 

way” (Psalms 119:104, 128). That hatred is not immaturity; it is maturity. It is born from 

understanding: “Through thy precepts I get understanding: therefore I hate every false way” 

(Psalms 119:104). And it is strengthened by total confidence in God’s truth: “I esteem all thy 

precepts concerning all things to be right; and I hate every false way” (Psalms 119:128). The 

psalmist’s disgust is holy because it is rooted in love for the Word and fear of the LORD. 

False ways are not innocent. They are paths that lead into pits. They do not merely confuse; 

they destroy. That’s why spiritual maturity is not measured by tolerance of error, but by 

discernment of it. The believer who stops hating false ways doesn’t become “loving.” He 

becomes vulnerable. Compromise begins when a saint loses holy disgust for lies and starts 

calling poison “interesting.” 

So the lesson stands: a heart that loves truth will develop a holy intolerance for lies. Not 

because it enjoys conflict, but because it values life. “Ye that love the LORD, hate evil” (Psalms 

97:10). Love protects. Love warns. Love draws lines. And when a believer learns to hate every 

false way the way Psalm 119 teaches, he doesn’t become harsh—he becomes safe, stable, and 

useful in a world where the devil’s favorite product is deception. 

 

 

17 of 40: The Anatomy of Hate - “I Hate and Abhor Lying” 

Introduction 



Psalm 119 doesn’t have a public relations team. It doesn’t soften its sentences to fit an age that 

worships “nuance” so it can keep sinning without conviction. It speaks like a man who has been 

burned by lies, watched lies ruin families, watched lies corrupt judges, watched lies turn 

churches into theaters, and watched liars smile while they cut throats with words. So when the 

psalmist says, “I hate and abhor lying: but thy law do I love” (Psalms 119:163), he isn’t trying to 

sound intense. He’s telling you what a clean conscience feels like when it’s been trained by 

truth. He hates lying the way a healthy body hates poison. 

The modern world treats lying as a social slip. It calls it “spinning,” “messaging,” “PR,” 

“marketing,” “protecting feelings,” “being strategic,” “just not telling the whole story.” But the 

Bible treats lying as spiritual poison. Lying is not a harmless exaggeration; it is a direct assault on 

reality. It is an attempt to replace God’s order with your preferred version of events. It is the 

devil’s native language. Jesus said of the devil, “When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: 

for he is a liar, and the father of it” (John 8:44). That means lying doesn’t just make you 

mistaken; it makes you aligned with hell’s operating system. 

In this essay I’m going to show why hatred for lying is a mark of righteousness and a clean 

conscience. “A righteous man hateth lying” (Proverbs 13:5). Not because he is a rude man, but 

because he understands what lies do. Lies destroy trust, corrupt justice, and make sinners bold 

because lies remove consequences by hiding truth. And the culture that is built on public lies 

and private lies will always wonder why relationships collapse and courts fail. This study will 

deal with half-truths, flattery, and religious lies, and it will call you back to plain speech. You 

cannot love truth and tolerate lying at the same time. One will kill the other. 

1. Psalm 119:163: Hatred of Lying Is the Companion of Love for God’s Law 

“I hate and abhor lying: but thy law do I love” (Psalms 119:163). Those two halves belong 

together. Love for God’s law creates hatred for lying because God’s law is truth in written form. 

The more you love Scripture, the more lies stink to you. It’s not complicated. A man who eats 

clean can taste poison. A man who lives on garbage can’t tell the difference anymore. Psalm 119 

is the testimony of a man who has trained his taste buds on truth. 

Notice the word “abhor.” That is not mild discomfort. That is disgust. That is revulsion. That is 

what happens when you see lying clearly. Lying is not just inaccurate information; it is moral 

treachery. It is betrayal of neighbor. It is betrayal of trust. It is betrayal of justice. It is betrayal of 

God’s character, because “God… cannot lie” (Titus 1:2). When God says He cannot lie, He is 

telling you lying is beneath His nature. So when a man chooses lying, he is choosing a nature 

contrary to God. 

That’s why Psalm 97:10 can command, “Ye that love the LORD, hate evil” (Psalms 97:10). Lying is 

evil. It is part of the “froward mouth” God hates (Proverbs 8:13). So if a man claims to love the 



LORD but won’t hate lying, he’s pretending. His love is sentimental theater. The psalmist’s love is 

real, and his hatred proves it. 

2. Lying Is Spiritual Poison Because It Attacks Reality Itself 

A lie is not just a wrong statement; it is a deliberate attempt to bend reality. It is the human 

tongue trying to play god. God spoke reality into existence. The liar speaks unreality to control 

outcomes. That is why lying is spiritual. It’s not merely communication; it’s manipulation. It’s an 

attempt to govern consequences by hiding truth. 

Jesus tied lying to the devil’s identity: “for he is a liar, and the father of it” (John 8:44). That 

means lying has a spiritual lineage. It comes from the same root as rebellion. When the serpent 

spoke to Eve, he didn’t begin with murder; he began with a lie about God’s Word. “Yea, hath 

God said?” was the setup, and then the lie: “Ye shall not surely die” (Genesis 3:1, 4). Every 

major catastrophe in Scripture begins with a lie because lies open the door to sin. Sin needs 

darkness. Lies create darkness. 

And that’s why the psalmist hates lying. He hates it because he knows it isn’t small. Lies don’t 

stay in the mouth; they spread into the mind, the home, the court, the church, and the nation. 

Once lying becomes acceptable, everything becomes negotiable. Promises become 

meaningless. Covenants become jokes. Contracts become traps. Vows become theater. And 

then people stand around confused as to why nobody trusts anybody anymore. The answer is 

simple: truth was murdered. 

3. “A Righteous Man Hateth Lying”: Clean Conscience and a Clean Mouth 

Proverbs doesn’t leave this in theory. “A righteous man hateth lying: but a wicked man is 

loathsome, and cometh to shame” (Proverbs 13:5). That verse tells you two things: 

righteousness produces hatred of lies, and wickedness produces shamelessness. The righteous 

man hates lying because he wants his conscience clean. Lying contaminates the conscience. The 

moment you lie, you have to remember the lie, protect the lie, defend the lie, and often lie 

again. One lie breeds another. It’s like roaches—if you see one, there are more behind the wall. 

A clean conscience loves daylight. It loves plain speech. It doesn’t need a story. It doesn’t need a 

cover. It can look a man in the eye. That’s why hatred of lying is not harshness; it’s hygiene. It’s 

spiritual hygiene. The righteous man hates lying the way a clean man hates filth. Not because 

he’s superior, but because he values cleanliness. 

And the verse says the wicked “cometh to shame” (Proverbs 13:5). Lies always lead to shame 

because lies eventually collide with reality. You can’t build on air. You can’t build on fiction. You 

can’t build on deception. “Be sure your sin will find you out” (Numbers 32:23). That verse isn’t 

just about adultery and theft; it’s about deception. Lies are sin, and sin is a boomerang. 



4. Lies Destroy Trust and Collapse Relationships 

Trust is built on truth. Once truth is removed, trust becomes impossible. Every relationship is a 

covenant at some level—a promise, an expectation, a shared reality. When lies enter, the shared 

reality breaks. Now people are living in different worlds. One person is living in what happened, 

and the other person is living in what they claimed happened. That gap breeds suspicion, anger, 

and instability. 

This is why “half-truths” are so dangerous. A half-truth is a whole lie because it is designed to 

mislead while still sounding honest. It’s the devil’s favorite kind of lying because it gives the liar 

plausible deniability. “I didn’t technically lie.” Yes, you did. You used truth as bait to catch a false 

conclusion. That is deceit. Proverbs condemns it under the language of a “froward” mouth 

(Proverbs 8:13) and “deceit” in the heart. 

Flattery is another form of lying that destroys relationships, especially spiritual ones. Flattery is 

praise that is not true, offered to manipulate. It can sound like kindness, but it’s a trap. The Bible 

warns about it because it corrupts people by feeding pride. A man who flatters you is often 

positioning you—either to control you, sell you something, or use you. That’s why a righteous 

man hates lying: he hates the manipulation behind it. 

And when lying becomes normal in a home, a marriage, a friendship, a church, trust dies. Once 

trust dies, love becomes suspicion. Then suspicion becomes bitterness. Then bitterness 

becomes division. The collapse doesn’t start with shouting; it starts with lying. That is why 

Psalm 119:163 is not extreme; it is protective. 

5. Lies Corrupt Justice and Make Sinners Bold 

A court is only as good as its commitment to truth. If truth is negotiable, justice becomes a 

marketplace. The Bible constantly warns about perverting judgment, false witness, and bribery 

because they all depend on lies. Once lies become acceptable, the innocent can be condemned 

and the guilty can be praised. That is moral insanity, and nations collapse under it. 

This is why God hates false scales and dishonest measures (Proverbs 11:1). That’s lying in 

commerce. This is why God hates bribes (Exodus 23:8). That’s lying in judgment. This is why God 

condemns false witness. That’s lying in testimony. All of it is the same root: truth is being 

replaced with advantage. 

And lies make sinners bold because lies hide consequences. A man sins more easily when he 

thinks he can lie his way out of accountability. Lying becomes the lubricant for rebellion. It 

makes evil feel safe. It makes transgression feel manageable. But Scripture warns that the end is 

exposure and judgment. “For there is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed” (Luke 12:2). 



The culture can build systems on lies, but God built the universe on truth, and the universe will 

eventually side with God. 

6. Religious Lies: The Most Dangerous Lies Because They Wear God’s Name 

Some lies are obvious. Religious lies are disguised. They quote Scripture while twisting its 

meaning. They use God’s name to sell corruption. They preach peace when there is no peace. 

They promise blessings while hiding repentance. They call compromise “unity.” They call 

cowardice “love.” They call sin “authenticity.” That is spiritual fraud. 

Jesus reserved some of His strongest words for religious deception because it blinds people 

while making them feel safe. It is one thing to be lost and know you’re lost. It is another thing to 

be lost while believing you’re saved because someone lied to you using God’s vocabulary. That’s 

why hatred of lying must include hatred of doctrinal lies and gospel lies. A man can lose his 

marriage to a lie, but he can lose his soul to a religious lie. 

This is why the psalmist says he loves God’s law while abhorring lying (Psalms 119:163). God’s 

law is the measuring stick. Without that measuring stick, religious lies sound spiritual. With that 

measuring stick, they get exposed. That is why the modern church, which neglects Scripture, 

becomes a breeding ground for religious lies. If you don’t love the Book, you will be fooled by 

the man holding the microphone. 

7. The Call Back to Plain Speech: Let Your Words Be Clean 

God calls His people back to plain speech because plain speech is a reflection of a plain heart. 

The righteous man doesn’t need verbal tricks. He doesn’t need ambiguity. He doesn’t need to 

“spin.” He can speak plainly because he isn’t hiding. That’s why hatred of lying is tied to spiritual 

health. It means you want your words to match reality. 

The Bible’s pattern is simple: truth, even when it costs you. “He that walketh uprightly walketh 

surely” (Proverbs 10:9). He walks surely because he doesn’t have to remember which lie he told 

to which person. His feet are on solid ground. And when he has to correct something, he can 

correct it honestly because he isn’t defending deception. 

This also trains the conscience to stay sensitive. Lying hardens the conscience. Truth keeps it 

soft. The more a man lies, the easier lying becomes. The more a man speaks truth, the more 

lying feels disgusting. That is why Psalm 119 says “I hate and abhor lying” (Psalms 119:163). 

That hatred is the conscience reacting properly. 

And the biggest point remains: you cannot love truth and tolerate lying at the same time. One 

will conquer. If you tolerate lying, truth will eventually be treated like optional. If you love truth, 

lying will eventually be treated like poison. Psalm 119 doesn’t apologize for its disgust because it 

knows what lies do. 



Conclusion 

Psalm 119:163 speaks for every man who has learned the cost of deception: “I hate and abhor 

lying: but thy law do I love” (Psalms 119:163). Lying is not a social slip; it is spiritual poison. It is 

the devil’s native language (John 8:44), and it is a direct assault on reality and trust. That’s why 

Proverbs says, “A righteous man hateth lying” (Proverbs 13:5). Hatred of lying is a mark of a 

clean conscience because it refuses to live in darkness and refuses to profit from deception. 

A culture built on public lies and private lies will always collapse in its relationships and fail in its 

courts because trust cannot survive without truth. Half-truths and flattery are not harmless; 

they are deceit in respectable clothing. Religious lies are the most dangerous of all because they 

use God’s name to sell corruption. And once lying becomes normal, sinners become bold, 

justice becomes crooked, and truth becomes a nuisance. 

So the call is not complicated: return to plain speech and clean words. Love God’s law. Hate lies. 

Refuse the false way. Because you cannot love truth and tolerate lying at the same time. One 

will rule your mouth, and your mouth will reveal your master. If the LORD is your master, you 

will learn to say with the psalmist—without apology and without embarrassment—“I hate and 

abhor lying.” 

 

 

18 of 40: The Anatomy of Hate - Perfect Hatred and the Psalm 139 Thunderclap 

Introduction 

There are verses in the Bible that make modern Christians squirm because modern Christianity 

has been trained to fear man more than it fears God. It will quote “God is love” with a smile, but 

it will dodge the parts of Scripture that prove God’s love is holy love, not sloppy love. Psalm 139 

is one of the most intimate Psalms ever written—David talking to the LORD about God’s 

omniscience, omnipresence, and omnipotent craftsmanship. It’s tender, it’s worshipful, it’s full 

of awe. And then, right in the middle of that worship, David drops a thunderclap that blows up 

the myth of “neutral spirituality”: “Do not I hate them, O LORD, that hate thee? and am not I 

grieved with those that rise up against thee? I hate them with perfect hatred: I count them mine 

enemies” (Psalms 139:21-22). 

That line is the verse modern church people dodge, because they’ve been discipled by public 

opinion. They think any mention of hatred is automatically “unchristlike,” as if Jesus never said, 

“Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers” (Matthew 23:33), as if Paul never said there are enemies 

of the cross, as if the Bible never called the devil “that old serpent” (Revelation 12:9). The issue 

isn’t that the Bible is unclear; the issue is that compromise wants a God who is always smiling 



and never judging. But the God of the Bible is a King, and kings have enemies, and when a man 

takes the King’s side he cannot pretend the rebellion is harmless. 

In this essay I’m going to explain what “perfect hatred” means in Psalm 139, and why David is 

not confessing a tantrum. He is declaring loyalty. He is drawing a line of covenant allegiance 

between God and God’s enemies. I will show the difference between personal bitterness and 

covenant warfare, between revenge and righteous separation. I will also deal with the 

imprecatory language in the Psalms without twisting it into permission for fleshly cruelty. The 

goal is clarity: God’s side is real, and neutrality is fiction. If you won’t take God’s side, you’ve 

already taken another side. 

1. The Context: A Psalm About God Ends With a Line About Enemies 

Psalm 139 is not a rage poem. It begins with worship: “O LORD, thou hast searched me, and 

known me” (Psalms 139:1). It speaks of God knowing David’s thoughts, understanding his ways, 

and being acquainted with all his paths. It speaks of God hemming him in behind and before. It 

speaks of God’s presence so thoroughly that David says, “Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or 

whither shall I flee from thy presence?” (Psalms 139:7). That is the tone of the Psalm—

reverence, awe, and surrender. 

Then David talks about the creation of his body: “I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and 

wonderfully made” (Psalms 139:14). He speaks of being formed in the womb and of God’s book 

containing the days that were fashioned for him. This is worship at the deepest personal level. 

This Psalm is not written by a man who lives for conflict; it’s written by a man who lives before 

God. 

And precisely because David is living before God, he cannot treat God’s enemies as neutral. The 

deeper a man is in fellowship with the LORD, the more he begins to feel what offends the LORD. 

That’s why David can say, “Do not I hate them, O LORD, that hate thee?” (Psalms 139:21). His 

hatred is framed as loyalty to God. He is not starting with himself. He is starting with God. That 

is what makes the line “perfect.” It is hatred that is tethered to God’s holiness, not hatred that is 

untethered and running wild through the flesh. 

2. “Perfect” Hatred: Whole, Complete, Undivided Allegiance 

When David says, “I hate them with perfect hatred” (Psalms 139:22), “perfect” is not him 

claiming sinless emotional purity like he never struggled. David was a man who knew his own 

heart could deceive him, and this very Psalm ends with David asking for examination: “Search 

me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts” (Psalms 139:23). That means 

David is not boasting. He is declaring something about the nature of the hatred in that moment: 

it is whole-hearted, undivided, complete in allegiance. 



“Perfect” in that context is hatred without mixed motives. It is hatred that is not fueled by 

jealousy, ego, wounded pride, personal rivalry, or petty offense. It is hatred that exists because 

God is hated, because God is opposed, because God’s enemies rise up against Him. “Do not I 

hate them, O LORD, that hate thee?” (Psalms 139:21). David is aligning his loyalties. He is saying, 

in effect, “If they hate You, they are not my friends. If they rise against You, they are against 

me.” That is covenant language. That is loyalty language. That is soldier language. 

And this destroys the modern fiction of neutrality. People say, “I don’t hate God, I’m just not 

into religion.” But Scripture doesn’t recognize neutral ground where God is concerned. Jesus 

said, “He that is not with me is against me” (Matthew 12:30). That’s the same principle Psalm 

139 is operating on. God’s kingdom is real, God’s enemies are real, and if a man won’t take a 

side, he has chosen the side of convenience—which always favors evil because evil loves a silent 

church. 

3. The Difference Between Bitterness and Covenant Warfare 

Personal bitterness is when a man’s heart is corroded by wounded pride, jealousy, envy, and 

unresolved offense. Bitterness is self-centered. It broods. It rehearses injuries. It wants to punish 

someone to soothe the ego. Bitterness can quote Bible verses while still being fleshly because 

the motive is wrong. That’s why Scripture warns saints about bitterness: “Let all bitterness, and 

wrath, and anger… be put away from you” (Ephesians 4:31). Bitterness is not righteous; it’s rot. 

Covenant warfare is different. Covenant warfare is loyalty to God’s truth in a world that hates it. 

It is not driven by ego; it is driven by allegiance. It can include righteous separation, righteous 

warning, and righteous opposition. David is not saying, “I had a bad day and I hate people.” 

David is saying, “There are those who hate You, LORD. They rise against You. They oppose Your 

rule. I will not pretend we are on the same team.” That is not bitterness; that is spiritual realism. 

The Bible repeatedly shows that God’s people must separate from what opposes God. “Ye that 

love the LORD, hate evil” (Psalms 97:10). “The fear of the LORD is to hate evil” (Proverbs 8:13). 

Hatred aimed at evil is not the same as hatred aimed at a brother’s existence. Leviticus 19:17 

says, “Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart” (Leviticus 19:17). The Bible can command 

hatred of evil and forbid hatred of a brother because hate is judged by its object. David’s 

“perfect hatred” is tied to those who hate the LORD and rise against Him. That is covenant 

conflict, not petty resentment. 

4. Imprecatory Psalms: How to Read the Thunder Without Becoming a Storm 

The Psalms contain imprecatory language—calls for God to judge the wicked. That bothers 

modern Christians because they’ve been taught that “love” means never wanting justice. But 

justice is a form of love. Love protects. Love defends. Love warns. Love judges evil as evil. God is 

not embarrassed by His own judgment language, and the Bible is not divided against itself. The 



same God who says “love your neighbour” is the God who drowned the world and burned 

Sodom and judged Egypt. The problem isn’t God; the problem is sentimental religion. 

But you have to read the imprecatory language correctly. The Psalmist is not given a license to 

indulge fleshly cruelty. He is often appealing to God as Judge because he refuses to take 

personal revenge. That is an important distinction. Scripture says, “Vengeance is mine; I will 

repay, saith the Lord” (Romans 12:19). That means the saint is not to become a vigilante. David 

can cry out for God’s judgment while still leaving revenge in God’s hands. 

You also have to understand the covenant setting. David is Israel’s king in a theocratic context, 

surrounded by enemies who hate God’s covenant and seek to destroy God’s people. There is 

national warfare involved, not merely private feelings. Yet even with that, David still ends Psalm 

139 with humility: “Search me, O God” (Psalms 139:23). That keeps his hatred from becoming 

self-righteous. The proper way to read imprecatory language is with God’s holiness in view and 

with your own heart under examination, not with your flesh looking for an excuse to be nasty. 

5. New Testament Light: Enemies Are Real, But the Weapons Are Different 

The New Testament does not erase the reality of enemies; it clarifies the battlefield. Paul says, 

“For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities… against spiritual 

wickedness in high places” (Ephesians 6:12). That means behind much human rebellion there is 

spiritual opposition. So the saint must be careful not to confuse the puppet with the puppet-

master. People are not merely targets; they are captives who need rescue. Paul said the servant 

of the Lord must be patient and gentle so “if God peradventure will give them repentance” (2 

Timothy 2:25). That is the mission side. 

At the same time, the New Testament still demands separation from those who are committed 

enemies of truth. “Mark them… contrary to the doctrine… and avoid them” (Romans 16:17). It 

warns about false teachers. It warns about wolves. It warns about people who “resist the truth” 

(2 Timothy 3:8). It warns that “evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and 

being deceived” (2 Timothy 3:13). That is not sentimental language. The New Testament expects 

conflict. 

So how do you hold both? You hate evil and oppose lies, but you do not become fleshly. You can 

hate the false way and still pray for the deceived. You can separate from a false teacher and still 

desire his repentance. You can refuse fellowship with darkness and still preach the gospel to 

sinners. That is how “perfect hatred” functions in a New Testament saint: undivided loyalty to 

God’s truth with a disciplined heart that leaves vengeance to God and keeps the gospel aim 

toward souls. 

6. Righteous Separation: Counting God’s Enemies as Enemies Without Becoming Cruel 



David says, “I count them mine enemies” (Psalms 139:22). That is separation language. That is 

identifying alignment. David is not saying, “I will go do violence because I feel like it.” He is 

saying, “I will not join hands with those who hate my God.” The Bible commands this kind of 

separation repeatedly. “Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers” (2 Corinthians 

6:14). “Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them” 

(Ephesians 5:11). Those are lines. 

Righteous separation is not cruelty; it is clarity. It is refusing alliance. It is refusing endorsement. 

It is refusing participation. It is refusing to call darkness light to keep the peace. The modern 

church calls that “divisive,” but God calls it obedience. If you will not separate from what hates 

God, you will eventually compromise with it. And compromise always begins with friendship. 

That’s why James warns, “friendship of the world is enmity with God” (James 4:4). If you try to 

keep both friendships, you will betray one, and it will always be God, because the world 

demands you keep quiet about truth. 

Yet separation must be governed. It must be controlled. It must be under Scripture. You do not 

get to turn “I hate them with perfect hatred” into a personal permission slip to be vicious. The 

Bible forbids hatred of a brother in the heart (Leviticus 19:17). The Bible commands love toward 

enemies in terms of personal retaliation: “Love your enemies” (Matthew 5:44). That love is not 

endorsement; it is refusal to retaliate in the flesh and willingness to do good while maintaining 

truth. You can separate and still behave righteously. You can draw a line without becoming a 

brute. 

7. The Closing Balance in Psalm 139: Hatred Under Examination 

Psalm 139 does not end with David flexing. It ends with David trembling before God’s scrutiny. 

After saying, “I hate them with perfect hatred” (Psalms 139:22), he immediately prays, “Search 

me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: And see if there be any wicked 

way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting” (Psalms 139:23-24). That is the safeguard. That 

is the governor on the engine. That is how you keep holy hatred from becoming fleshly hatred. 

David knows something every honest saint learns: it’s possible to speak truth and still have 

mixed motives. It’s possible to oppose evil and still feed pride. It’s possible to condemn lies and 

still enjoy being right. That’s why he invites God to search him. He is not content to have the 

right position; he wants the right heart. That is what makes his hatred “perfect” in the sense of 

allegiance—he is willing to let God correct even his zeal. 

And that prayer at the end teaches you how to handle imprecatory thunder and covenant 

warfare language in your own walk. You don’t simply quote the thunderclap; you kneel under 

the searchlight. You don’t use “perfect hatred” as a weapon against your neighbor; you use it as 

a statement of loyalty to God against rebellion, while asking God to cleanse your own heart of 



any “wicked way.” That means the Psalm itself teaches the reader how not to twist it. If you 

quote verses 21–22 and ignore verses 23–24, you’ve missed the point and you’ve probably 

exposed your flesh. 

Conclusion 

Psalm 139:21–22 is a thunderclap because it destroys the fantasy that you can love God and 

remain neutral toward God’s enemies. David says, “Do not I hate them, O LORD, that hate 

thee?” and then, “I hate them with perfect hatred: I count them mine enemies” (Psalms 139:21-

22). “Perfect” in that context is not a tantrum; it is complete allegiance—hatred without mixed 

motives of ego, jealousy, or petty rivalry, hatred rooted in loyalty to God’s holiness and 

opposition to those who rise against Him. 

This passage also teaches the critical distinctions modern believers must learn: the difference 

between personal bitterness and covenant warfare, between revenge and righteous separation, 

between fleshly cruelty and holy clarity. The Psalms can speak imprecatory judgment language 

without granting the saint permission to retaliate in the flesh, because vengeance belongs to 

God (Romans 12:19). The New Testament still recognizes enemies, still warns about false 

teachers, still commands separation from darkness, while also teaching the saint to aim his 

battle properly and keep his own heart disciplined. 

And the Psalm itself provides the safeguard that keeps the reader from twisting the thunderclap 

into a club: “Search me, O God, and know my heart” (Psalms 139:23). David invites examination 

right after declaring “perfect hatred,” because he knows zeal must be governed by holiness. 

God’s side is real, and neutrality is fiction. The only safe place for a believer is to stand openly 

with God against evil, against lies, against rebellion—while staying under God’s searchlight so 

that hatred remains holy, allegiance remains clean, and the flesh never gets a free pass to 

pretend it is righteousness. 

 

 

19 of 40: The Anatomy of Hate - Hating Zion and the Battle Over God’s City 

Introduction 

There are things God chooses that the world cannot leave alone. It can ignore a million 

harmless hobbies, but it can’t ignore the places where God planted His testimony. It can tolerate 

a watered-down religion that never names sin, never warns of judgment, and never speaks of a 

coming King, but it cannot tolerate the Bible’s own landmarks—the things God said He would 

set, keep, and defend. That’s why Psalm 129 speaks like a soldier coming out of a long war and 

looking straight at the enemy’s motive: “Let them all be confounded and turned back that hate 



Zion” (Psalms 129:5). The verse doesn’t say “disagree with Zion.” It says “hate.” Hatred is not 

merely a preference; it is hostility. 

And once you learn to read the Bible like it is written, you learn something the modern world 

keeps trying to hide under political fog: hatred is often directed at what God has chosen. Zion 

becomes a lightning rod, not because the rocks are magical, but because the God of heaven 

attached His name, His covenant, His promises, and His testimony to that place. When a man 

hates what God establishes, he is not merely “having an opinion.” He is resisting God’s authority. 

Zion hatred is never merely horizontal. It is vertical. It’s an argument with God disguised as an 

argument with geography. 

This essay is not a campaign speech and it is not a news broadcast. This is Bible. This is 

prophecy. This is spiritual conflict over the Lord’s promises and the Lord’s purposes. I will 

connect hatred of Zion to the broader theme of hating what God loves, then show how the 

LORD answers it in judgment and preservation. And I’ll sharpen discernment, because one of 

the greatest marks of spiritual maturity is being able to see spiritual motives behind public 

hatred. The devil loves to dress spiritual warfare in “reasonable language.” The Word of God 

pulls the mask off. 

1. Psalm 129:5 and the Reality of Zion Hatred 

Psalm 129 is a Psalm of affliction and endurance. Israel is pictured as a people plowed on their 

backs—deep furrows of suffering—yet still not destroyed. “Many a time have they afflicted me 

from my youth… yet they have not prevailed against me” (Psalms 129:1-2). That is the tone: 

relentless opposition that fails to finish the job. Then the Psalm turns and aims at a specific kind 

of enemy, a specific kind of motive: “Let them all be confounded and turned back that hate 

Zion” (Psalms 129:5). 

That phrase “hate Zion” is important because it shows hatred can attach to a symbol of God’s 

covenant. Zion is not just “a place.” In Scripture it becomes shorthand for God’s chosen center 

of testimony, rule, worship, and promise. So hatred of Zion is hatred of what God chose to 

associate with His name. That’s why it’s not a light thing. It is hatred aimed at God’s claim. 

And the prayer is not, “Lord, help them understand.” It is, “Let them be confounded and turned 

back.” Why? Because the hatred is not merely ignorance; it is hostility. There is a kind of 

misunderstanding you can correct. There is a kind of hatred you must resist. Psalm 129 treats 

Zion-hatred as the latter. 

2. Zion in Scripture: God’s Chosen Testimony, Not Man’s Invention 

If you don’t understand what Zion is in the Bible, you won’t understand why it draws hatred. 

God speaks of Zion as His chosen seat of testimony. “Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of 



Zion” (Psalms 2:6). That is not a human election. That is divine placement. God ties Zion to His 

King. 

The Psalms also connect Zion to God’s dwelling and His praise. “Beautiful for situation, the joy 

of the whole earth, is mount Zion… the city of the great King” (Psalms 48:2). And again, “The 

LORD loveth the gates of Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob” (Psalms 87:2). When God 

says He “loveth” Zion in a special way, you should expect the adversary to target what God 

loves. The devil hates the fingerprints of God. 

And Scripture also speaks of the LORD choosing Zion as a place of rest and rule. “For the LORD 

hath chosen Zion; he hath desired it for his habitation. This is my rest for ever: here will I dwell; 

for I have desired it” (Psalms 132:13-14). Whether a man likes that or not is irrelevant. The Bible 

says God chose it. So when people hate Zion, they are not just disagreeing with a nation; they 

are expressing hostility toward a divine choice. 

3. Hatred Targets What God Loves: The Pattern Across the Bible 

This is not unique to Zion. This is the anatomy of hate: hatred tends to aim at what God loves, 

what God blesses, what God appoints, and what God uses. Cain didn’t hate Abel because Abel 

stole his property. Cain hated Abel because Abel’s offering was accepted and Cain’s wasn’t. 

“Cain… slew his brother. And wherefore slew he him? Because his own works were evil, and his 

brother’s righteous” (1 John 3:12). Hatred aimed at righteousness is hatred aimed at God’s 

approval. 

You see it again in Ahab: “I hate him; for he doth not prophesy good concerning me, but evil” (1 

Kings 22:8). Ahab didn’t hate the prophet because the prophet hurt him. He hated him because 

the prophet told the truth and the truth threatened sin. That is the moral law of hatred: it 

attacks the witness that exposes the rebel. 

So when you see hatred aimed at Zion, do not be naive. It is often hatred aimed at testimony—

at the idea that God has spoken, that God has covenanted, that God has a plan, that God has a 

coming King, and that the earth is not “neutral ground.” A world that wants to be its own god 

will hate any divine landmark that says, “No, you are not in charge.” 

4. Not Mere Politics: Covenant, Prophecy, and Spiritual Warfare 

People love to reduce everything to politics because politics is a convenient fog. But Scripture 

has categories the world does not want to acknowledge: covenant, prophecy, and spiritual 

conflict. Zion is wrapped up in all three. When God says, “Yet have I set my king upon my holy 

hill of Zion” (Psalms 2:6), He is not talking about a human committee. He is talking about a 

divine decree tied to the Messiah’s reign. Psalm 2 then warns the kings of the earth to submit: 



“Kiss the Son, lest he be angry” (Psalms 2:12). That is not political theory; that is divine 

authority. 

The prophets also connect Zion to future restoration and divine intervention. “Thus saith the 

LORD; I am returned unto Zion, and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem” (Zechariah 8:3). That 

statement points beyond temporary human arrangements to the LORD’s own action. And when 

the LORD acts, hatred is forced to show its true nature, because hatred is ultimately hatred of 

God’s rule. 

You also cannot read the Bible and ignore the spiritual dimension. The enemy hates the places 

where God planted His testimony because that testimony points to Christ, to judgment, and to 

the coming kingdom. The devil is not afraid of religion as a hobby. He is afraid of prophecy as a 

warning trumpet. Zion becomes a target because Zion reminds the rebel world that history is 

headed somewhere—and that “somewhere” ends with the King reigning, not the rebels. 

5. “Confounded and Turned Back”: How the LORD Answers Zion Hatred 

Psalm 129 doesn’t only identify the hatred; it calls for a divine answer: “Let them all be 

confounded and turned back that hate Zion” (Psalms 129:5). Confounded means exposed, 

shamed, frustrated—plans collapsing under God’s hand. Turned back means stopped, resisted, 

reversed. That is what God does to hatred that sets itself against His purposes. He may allow it 

for a time, but He does not surrender to it. 

The Psalm goes on with a picture: “Let them be as the grass upon the housetops, which 

withereth afore it groweth up” (Psalms 129:6). Rooftop grass looks like it’s alive, but it has no 

root. It withers fast. That’s the destiny of hatred that refuses God. It may look strong, it may 

look popular, it may look unstoppable, but it has no root in truth, and in the end it dries up 

under the sun of God’s judgment. 

And then the Psalm says those who pass by won’t even bless it: “Neither do they which go by 

say, The blessing of the LORD be upon you” (Psalms 129:8). In other words, hatred that aims at 

Zion ends up fruitless and unblessed. God’s response to rebellion is not to applaud it. He 

frustrates it. He dries it up. He turns it back. 

6. Preservation Through Affliction: “Yet They Have Not Prevailed” 

One of the most important lines in Psalm 129 is this: “Many a time have they afflicted me from 

my youth… yet they have not prevailed against me” (Psalms 129:1-2). That is a pattern: affliction 

is real, hatred is real, opposition is real, but the final outcome is not decided by haters. It is 

decided by God. This is why Zion hatred never gets the last word, no matter how loud it gets. 

The Psalm even says, “The LORD is righteous: he hath cut asunder the cords of the wicked” 

(Psalms 129:4). Cords are what bind and control. The wicked try to tie up God’s people, God’s 



testimony, God’s plan. But the LORD cuts cords. That means God can allow pressure and still 

break the trap. He can allow conflict and still preserve. He can allow hatred and still prevent 

hatred from finishing what it started. 

So the believer learns to read history through Scripture. Hatred is never the ultimate power. 

God is. And when God has chosen something, hatred can rage, but it cannot annul divine 

choice. The LORD is righteous, and righteousness is not a sentiment; it is authority. That’s why 

Psalm 129 can speak boldly: the oppressor plows, but God cuts the cords. 

7. Discernment: Seeing Spiritual Motives Behind Public Hatred 

One of the great weaknesses of the modern church is that it takes everything at face value. It 

hears slogans and assumes sincerity. It hears “humanitarian language” and assumes pure 

motives. But the Bible teaches you to test spirits and to look for the root. Hatred can wear a 

suit. Hatred can wear a robe. Hatred can carry a sign. Hatred can quote moral language while 

being spiritual hostility underneath. The saint must learn discernment. 

Psalm 139 already taught this principle in another form: “Do not I hate them, O LORD, that hate 

thee?” (Psalms 139:21). There is a category of hatred aimed upward at God that shows itself 

outwardly in hostility toward what God loves and establishes. Zion is one of those flashpoints 

because Zion represents divine testimony and divine promise. When public hatred fixates on 

what God chose, you should at least have the sense to ask, “Why this? Why the obsession? Why 

the fixation?” The Bible answers: because spiritual hostility loves targets that symbolize God’s 

claims. 

This doesn’t mean every discussion about Zion is spiritually pure on the other side either. Men 

can misuse anything. But the psalmist’s point stands: hatred has an object, and that object often 

reveals the deeper spiritual war. A believer who cannot see spiritual motives behind public 

hatred will be manipulated by surface narratives. The Word trains you to see the root, and that 

training keeps you from being tossed around by every wind of public opinion. 

Conclusion 

Psalm 129:5 gives you a clean sentence that exposes a deep motive: “Let them all be 

confounded and turned back that hate Zion” (Psalms 129:5). Hatred is often directed at what 

God has chosen, and Zion becomes a lightning rod because God attached His name, His 

testimony, and His promises to it. “Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion” (Psalms 2:6), 

and “The LORD hath chosen Zion… This is my rest for ever” (Psalms 132:13-14). When God says 

He loves and chooses, the adversary targets. 

This is not mere politics. This is covenant and prophecy and spiritual conflict over God’s 

purposes. Hatred of Zion reveals hatred of the God who established His testimony there, 



because hatred aimed at God often manifests as hatred toward what God loves. And Psalm 129 

shows how the LORD answers it: He cuts cords, He frustrates plans, He makes rooftop grass 

wither, and He preserves through affliction. “Many a time have they afflicted me… yet they have 

not prevailed against me” (Psalms 129:1-2). 

So the lesson sharpens discernment. Don’t be hypnotized by slogans. Don’t be fooled by surface 

language. Learn to read hatred by its object. When hatred fixates on what God chose, the 

spiritual motive is showing through. God’s side is real, and neutrality is fiction. The LORD is 

righteous, and He does not surrender His testimony to haters—He exposes them, turns them 

back, and preserves what He established for His own name’s sake. 

 

 

20 of 40: The Anatomy of Hate - Cruel Hatred and the Pleasure of Oppression 

Introduction 

There is a kind of hatred that a man can trace back to offense, jealousy, rivalry, or wounded 

pride. You can look at it and say, “That person got hurt, and now they’re lashing out.” That kind 

of hatred is still sin, but it’s at least recognizable to the human mind. Then there is another 

kind—darker, colder, more calculated—where the hatred is not reactive at all. It is predatory. It 

doesn’t rise because someone was wronged; it rises because someone is weak. It doesn’t seek 

peace; it seeks power. It does not want resolution; it wants domination. That is the hatred David 

is talking about when he prays, “Consider mine enemies; for they are many; and they hate me 

with cruel hatred” (Psalms 25:19). 

“Cruel hatred” is a window into demonic cruelty that enjoys pain. It is hatred that takes pleasure 

in oppression. It is hatred that smiles when someone is humiliated. It is hatred that gathers a 

crowd just to watch a man bleed. It is hatred that doesn’t want truth; it wants a victim. And in a 

world like ours—where whispering campaigns, social mobs, and public shaming are treated like 

entertainment—you need the Bible’s language more than ever, because the Bible calls that 

thing by its right name: cruel hatred. 

In this essay I’m going to show that cruel hatred is real, that it often travels in packs, and that it 

operates through oppression, rumor, mob behavior, and coordinated malice. I’m going to teach 

how the righteous respond without becoming like the wicked, because the wicked always try to 

bait the righteous into acting wicked so they can justify their cruelty. And I’m going to show how 

God preserves the soul under cruel hatred, because the LORD does not abandon His saints to 

wolves. “Ye that love the LORD, hate evil: he preserveth the souls of his saints; he delivereth 



them out of the hand of the wicked” (Psalms 97:10). Cruel hatred is real, and so is God’s 

deliverance. 

1. Psalm 25:19: The Phrase That Exposes Predatory Hatred 

David says, “Consider mine enemies; for they are many; and they hate me with cruel hatred” 

(Psalms 25:19). Notice he doesn’t say “they dislike me.” He says “enemies.” And he doesn’t say 

“they hate me.” He says “cruel hatred.” That adjective matters. It tells you this hatred has a 

particular flavor: violence of spirit, pleasure in injury, satisfaction in suffering. 

David also says, “they are many.” Cruel hatred often multiplies. It doesn’t like being alone. It 

recruits. It gathers. It spreads like infection. One hateful man finds another hateful man, and 

they form an alliance based on shared malice. They may not agree on anything else, but they 

agree on this: they want to see the righteous harmed. That’s why David’s prayer is not casual. 

He is asking God to consider the situation because the enemy is not merely personal; it is 

collective. 

And David is praying, not posturing. He is not making a speech to look tough. He is going to God 

because cruel hatred is not something you “talk your way out of.” Predators don’t negotiate. 

Predators stalk. They watch. They wait. They strike. Cruel hatred is predatory hatred, and the 

righteous need God to deal with it because the righteous are not called to become predators to 

beat predators at their own game. 

2. Demonic Cruelty: When Hatred Enjoys Pain 

Cruel hatred is not satisfied with winning an argument. It wants to crush a person. It wants to 

break spirit. It wants to humiliate. It wants to strip dignity. It wants to make an example. It is the 

spirit behind bullying, torture, sadism, and public spectacles of shame. This is not simply 

“human nature” in the mild sense; it is human nature energized by hell. 

The Bible shows that cruelty can be a mark of wickedness. “The tender mercies of the wicked 

are cruel” (Proverbs 12:10). That means even when the wicked act like they are being “kind,” 

there is cruelty under it. There is manipulation. There is control. There is a hook in the bait. 

Cruel hatred doesn’t always look like a clenched fist; sometimes it looks like a smile that hides a 

knife. 

And the devil loves cruelty because cruelty is a counterfeit of justice. Cruel hatred pretends it is 

“accountability,” “righteous anger,” “concern,” “community standards,” “protecting people,” 

while it secretly delights in destruction. That is why it is so dangerous. It wears moral language 

while feeding on pain. It is demonic because it takes pleasure in what God calls evil. God’s 

hatred is holy. Cruel hatred is unholy. It is hatred of righteousness and delight in suffering. 

3. Oppression: Cruel Hatred’s Favorite Tool 



Cruel hatred is not content to feel; it acts. It oppresses. Oppression is cruelty turned into 

structure. It can be physical oppression, social oppression, economic oppression, or institutional 

oppression, but the aim is the same: keep someone underfoot. Keep them small. Keep them 

afraid. Keep them isolated. That’s why the essay theme is right: cruel hatred does not want 

peace; it wants domination. 

The Bible is clear that God sees oppression. “For the oppression of the poor, for the sighing of 

the needy, now will I arise, saith the LORD” (Psalms 12:5). When God says He will arise, that 

means oppression triggers divine attention. Oppressors act like no one sees. God sees. They act 

like there is no Judge. There is a Judge. 

Cruel hatred also uses oppression in subtler ways—controlling narratives, silencing voices, 

punishing dissent, making a person “untouchable.” That is the modern form of oppression: not 

chains on wrists, but chains on reputation. Not prison bars, but social exile. And the wicked 

enjoy it because it makes them feel powerful. That pleasure is what makes the hatred “cruel.” It 

is not merely that harm happens; it is that harm is enjoyed. 

4. Whispering Campaigns: The Coward’s Weapon That Feeds Cruelty 

Cruel hatred often avoids direct confrontation because direct confrontation risks exposure. So it 

uses whispers. It uses insinuation. It uses gossip dressed up as “concern.” It uses the question 

that is really an accusation. It uses “I’m just asking” when the aim is to poison. This is a favorite 

tool of Satan because it spreads without accountability. 

Scripture exposes this kind of evil. “A froward man soweth strife: and a whisperer separateth 

chief friends” (Proverbs 16:28). A whisperer doesn’t need proof; he needs a seed. A seed of 

suspicion can grow into a forest of division. And once a person is isolated, cruel hatred becomes 

easier. Predators love isolated prey. 

That’s why the righteous must learn to recognize whispering campaigns as cruelty in disguise. 

They aren’t “harmless talk.” They are social assassination. And the devil loves them because 

they let cruelty operate under the cover of “community.” The pack can say, “Everybody’s saying 

it,” while no one takes responsibility for starting it. That is mob cruelty, and it often begins with 

a whisper. 

5. Mob Behavior: Hatred Travels in Packs 

David said, “they are many” (Psalms 25:19). That detail matters because cruelty often gains 

courage from numbers. One wicked man alone might hesitate. Put him in a crowd, and he 

becomes bold. The mob diffuses guilt. The mob makes cowardice feel righteous. The mob 

makes cruelty feel like “justice.” 



The Bible shows this pattern repeatedly. The crowd shouted “Crucify him” while many 

individuals in that crowd would have lacked the guts to do it alone. Mob hatred is the same 

spirit: it doesn’t examine truth; it feeds on emotion. It doesn’t seek righteousness; it seeks a 

target. It doesn’t need facts; it needs blood. 

And mobs love a scapegoat. That is why cruel hatred is predatory. It looks for the person who 

can’t fight back, the person who is different, the person who can be painted as the villain. Once 

the mob has a villain, cruelty becomes entertainment. That’s demonic. That’s hell’s joy—people 

harming an image-bearer while calling it righteousness. 

6. The Righteous Response: Don’t Become Like the Wicked 

Here is the trap: cruel hatred tries to bait the righteous into acting wicked so the wicked can 

claim moral superiority. The wicked want the righteous to swing in the flesh, lash out, curse, 

threaten, and become the very thing they accused them of being. Then the mob says, “See? We 

were right.” That’s why the righteous response must be governed by Scripture, not emotion. 

The Bible does not tell the saint to pretend cruelty isn’t real. It tells him to put the battle where 

it belongs. “Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord” (Romans 12:19). That verse does not 

deny justice; it assigns justice to the right Judge. The saint refuses vigilante revenge because 

revenge is a form of worship—it treats your anger like it is sovereign. God won’t share that 

throne. 

At the same time, the saint is not called to be naive. “Be ye therefore wise as serpents, and 

harmless as doves” (Matthew 10:16). Wise means discerning patterns, avoiding traps, refusing 

isolation, refusing whisperers, refusing mobs. Harmless means you do not return cruelty for 

cruelty. You don’t become a predator because predators are hunting you. You stay righteous, 

and you let God handle the outcome. 

7. Preservation and Deliverance: Psalm 97:10 as the Anchor 

This is where Psalm 97:10 becomes the anchor in the storm: “Ye that love the LORD, hate evil: 

he preserveth the souls of his saints; he delivereth them out of the hand of the wicked” (Psalms 

97:10). Notice the promise is not, “He prevents all attacks.” The promise is, “He preserves the 

soul” and “He delivers.” Preservation is internal protection under external pressure. Deliverance 

is God’s timing, God’s method, God’s rescue. 

God preserves the soul under cruel hatred by keeping a saint from becoming what he hates. 

That is one of the greatest deliverances of all: not merely being spared harm, but being kept 

clean. Cruel hatred can push a man toward bitterness, paranoia, and vengeance. God preserves 

by holding the saint steady—keeping him from being overcome of evil. “Be not overcome of 



evil, but overcome evil with good” (Romans 12:21). That’s not soft; that’s warfare of a higher 

order. 

And God delivers in due time. David’s Psalms are full of the pattern: enemies rise, hatred 

multiplies, pressure increases, and then God intervenes. Not always immediately, but always 

righteously. “The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart” (Psalms 34:18). “Many are 

the afflictions of the righteous: but the LORD delivereth him out of them all” (Psalms 34:19). 

Deliverance is not fiction. It is God’s specialty. 

Conclusion 

Psalm 25:19 exposes a kind of hatred that is not reactive but predatory: “they hate me with 

cruel hatred” (Psalms 25:19). Cruel hatred is demonic cruelty that enjoys pain. It does not want 

peace; it wants domination. It operates through oppression, whispering campaigns, and mob 

behavior because hatred often travels in packs. It recruits, isolates, humiliates, and crushes, all 

while pretending to be righteous. 

But the Bible does not leave the righteous helpless or confused. It teaches discernment so the 

saint can see whisperers, recognize mobs, and refuse the bait to respond in the flesh. The 

righteous do not deny cruelty; they refuse to become cruel. They leave vengeance to God 

(Romans 12:19), remain wise and harmless (Matthew 10:16), and keep their hearts under God’s 

rule so wickedness does not reproduce itself inside them. 

And the anchor promise remains: “Ye that love the LORD, hate evil: he preserveth the souls of 

his saints; he delivereth them out of the hand of the wicked” (Psalms 97:10). Cruel hatred is 

real, but so is God’s preservation. So is God’s deliverance. The wicked may travel in packs, but 

the LORD is not outnumbered. He sees. He judges. He preserves the soul. And in the end He 

turns predators back, exposes whisperers, breaks mobs, and delivers His saints—not by making 

them cruel, but by keeping them clean and bringing them through the storm with their faith 

intact. 

 

 

21 of 40: The Anatomy of Hate - Hate Without a Cause and the Innocent Target 

Introduction 

There is a kind of hatred you can trace to a cause. Somebody stole, somebody lied, somebody 

betrayed, somebody cheated, somebody insulted, and the hatred—though sinful—at least has a 

clear origin in human conflict. Then there is another kind of hatred that comes out of nowhere, 

like a knife in the dark, and the victim stands there trying to figure out what they did wrong. 



They replay conversations. They search for a mistake. They wonder if they offended somebody 

without knowing it. And the longer they search, the more confused they get, because the 

hatred wasn’t earned. It was assigned. That is what David is describing when he says, “They that 

hate me without a cause are more than the hairs of mine head” (Psalms 69:4). He is dealing 

with hatred that is not reaction; it is selection. 

That kind of hatred is one of the sharpest evidences that the battle is spiritual. Some hatred is 

not sparked by what you did; it is sparked by what you represent. You can be hated because you 

stand for truth, for righteousness, for conviction, for the fear of God, for a standard that the 

guilty cannot tolerate. The wicked can sometimes tolerate a sinner, because a sinner makes 

them feel normal. But they cannot tolerate light, because light makes them feel exposed. So the 

innocent becomes the target, not because the innocent is aggressive, but because the innocent 

is present. 

And this pattern culminates in Jesus Christ. The Lord said, “The world cannot hate you; but me it 

hateth, because I testify of it, that the works thereof are evil” (John 7:7). He was hated because 

He told the truth. He was hated because His holiness condemned their hypocrisy. He was hated 

because His presence was a living rebuke. In this essay I’m going to show why kindness does not 

always disarm hatred, and why trying to win every hater is a trap. Sometimes the cause is 

simply light. And when that is the case, the saint must stop apologizing for being a lamp and 

start learning how to walk in the light without being swallowed by the darkness. 

1. Psalm 69:4: When Hatred Is Assigned, Not Earned 

David says, “They that hate me without a cause are more than the hairs of mine head” (Psalms 

69:4). That verse does not describe one irritated neighbor. It describes a flood of hostility—so 

many that David compares them to the hairs of his head. And the key phrase is “without a 

cause.” That tells you David is not talking about the natural consequences of being foolish. He is 

talking about hatred that has no legitimate justification. 

Hatred without a cause is infuriating because it denies you the comfort of explanation. If you did 

something wrong, you can repent. If you made a mistake, you can correct it. But when hatred is 

assigned, your repentance won’t satisfy it, because the hatred was never about your actions. It 

was about your existence in a certain role: the righteous man in a wicked environment, the 

truth-teller in a lying culture, the obedient one among rebels, the steady one among the 

unstable. 

And David’s experience is not rare in Scripture. Joseph was hated by his brothers, and the 

hatred wasn’t primarily because Joseph was vicious; it was because Joseph was favored and 

because their hearts were corrupt. They resented what his life symbolized. Abel was hated by 



Cain “because his own works were evil, and his brother’s righteous” (1 John 3:12). That is the 

pattern: hatred without a cause is often hatred of righteousness. 

2. The Spiritual Law: The Innocent Condemns the Guilty by Mere Presence 

The world will tolerate a lot of sin, but it cannot tolerate a clean conscience standing nearby. 

The innocent condemns the guilty without saying a word sometimes, simply by being different. 

That difference becomes a mirror, and guilty men hate mirrors. They don’t want to see 

themselves. So they smash the mirror. That is hatred without a cause. 

This is why the Lord’s statement in John 7:7 is so devastating: “The world… hateth me, because I 

testify of it, that the works thereof are evil” (John 7:7). Jesus was not hated for being rude. He 

was hated for telling the truth about sin. He testified that their works were evil. He turned on 

the light. And when the light comes on, the roaches scatter—and if they can’t scatter, they 

attack the light. 

That’s why you must not measure your righteousness by whether everyone likes you. Popularity 

can be proof of compromise in a wicked age. If you never provoke any discomfort in a world 

that hates God, it may be because you never shine any light. Jesus said, “If the world hate you, 

ye know that it hated me before it hated you” (John 15:18). That is not a brag; it is a warning. 

Light creates a reaction. Sometimes the reaction is repentance. Sometimes it is rage. 

3. The Pattern Culminates in Christ: Hatred of the Holy One 

Psalm 69 is often understood as having messianic echoes—language that fits David but 

ultimately points toward Christ. Whether a man connects all the dots in every reference, the 

principle remains: the righteous suffer unjust hatred, and Christ is the highest example of it. The 

Lord did good, healed the sick, raised the dead, fed the multitudes, spoke truth, and walked 

sinless—yet He was hated. 

Why? Because He exposed them. He threatened their control. He threatened their religion 

without God. He threatened their hypocrisy. They could not handle a man who was pure, 

because purity makes pretense unbearable. So they did what hatred without a cause always 

does: it gathered a crowd, invented accusations, twisted words, and sought to destroy the 

innocent. 

Jesus didn’t tell His disciples to be shocked by it. He prepared them for it. “If they have 

persecuted me, they will also persecute you” (John 15:20). And He explained the root: “because 

they know not him that sent me” (John 15:21). Ignorance of God produces hatred of God’s 

people when God’s people reflect God’s character. That’s why the hatred is assigned. The target 

is not just you; the target is the God you represent. 



So when you read Psalm 69:4, you are not reading an ancient complaint; you are reading a 

spiritual law. Hatred without a cause is part of life in a fallen world, and it is intensified 

wherever God’s testimony is present. 

4. Why Kindness Does Not Always Disarm Hatred 

Modern Christianity has been taught a fairy tale: “If you’re kind enough, everyone will soften.” 

That sounds sweet, but it is not Scripture. Kindness is commanded, and it is powerful, but it 

does not neutralize every enemy because not every enemy is reasonable. Predatory hatred and 

spiritual hatred are not disarmed by kindness; they interpret kindness as weakness and use it as 

an opportunity. 

Jesus was the kindest man who ever lived, and they crucified Him. That fact alone should end 

the fantasy that kindness guarantees acceptance. The Lord’s kindness did not disarm hatred 

because the hatred was not reacting to His tone; it was reacting to His testimony. “I testify of it, 

that the works thereof are evil” (John 7:7). The hatred was aimed at light, not at manners. 

The Bible even warns about this dynamic. “The tender mercies of the wicked are cruel” 

(Proverbs 12:10). That means the wicked can twist kindness into a weapon. They can smile 

while plotting. They can flatter while setting traps. They can accept your generosity while 

despising you for it. Kindness is not a magic spell; it is obedience. You do it because God 

commands it, not because it guarantees a certain response. 

So the saint must learn to be kind without being naive. Kindness is not the same as surrender. 

Kindness is not the same as compromise. Kindness is not the same as begging for approval. 

Sometimes kindness will win a soul. Sometimes kindness will expose a hater who cannot be 

won because he does not want peace—he wants domination. In those cases, kindness must be 

paired with wisdom. 

5. The Trap: Trying to Win Every Hater and Losing Your Mission 

One of the devil’s slickest traps is to convince a believer that his job is to “win” every person 

who hates him. That trap turns you into a slave of public opinion. You start adjusting truth to 

avoid conflict. You start diluting conviction to keep peace. You start apologizing for standards 

God never apologized for. And eventually you trade your mission for acceptance. 

The Bible does not command you to win everyone; it commands you to be faithful. Jesus did not 

run after the Pharisees begging them to like Him. He told the truth and left the results to God. 

Paul did not adjust the gospel to keep unbelieving Jews comfortable. He preached Christ 

crucified, even when it offended (1 Corinthians 1:23). If your goal becomes “make every hater 

like me,” you will become a compromiser, because some haters can only be appeased by 

darkness. 



This is why discernment is essential. Some people hate because they are wounded and 

confused, and truth plus love can help them. Others hate because they are committed to sin, 

and they will hate anyone who threatens that sin. You can tell the difference by how they react 

to light. The wounded may flinch but eventually listen. The committed rebel will rage, twist, 

smear, and recruit others. Trying to “win” that kind of hater often results in you wasting your 

energy, losing your peace, and sometimes compromising your testimony. 

The Bible gives you the right posture: “Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good” 

(Romans 12:21). That does not mean “appease evil.” It means keep doing right, keep speaking 

truth, keep walking clean, keep shining light, and refuse to let hatred change what you are. The 

devil wants hatred to shape you. God wants truth to shape you. 

6. Sometimes the Cause Is Simply Light: The Non-Negotiable Reality 

Jesus said it plainly: “men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil” (John 

3:19). That is the cause behind hatred without a cause. The deeper cause is spiritual preference. 

A man who loves darkness will not love light. A man who loves sin will not love truth. A man 

who loves control will not love a King. That preference doesn’t require you to do anything 

wrong for it to activate. Your presence is enough. Your standards are enough. Your faith is 

enough. Your refusal to join in is enough. 

That is why some hatred is assigned. The innocent becomes a target because the guilty feel 

condemned. The saint becomes a target because he refuses to laugh at the same filth, speak the 

same lies, and celebrate the same corruption. He isn’t attacking; he is abstaining. But abstaining 

is a rebuke in a world that demands participation. Peter says the world thinks it strange that 

believers do not run with them “to the same excess of riot, speaking evil of you” (1 Peter 4:4). 

There it is: abstinence provokes hatred. 

So the believer must accept this reality without becoming bitter. Light provokes reaction. It is 

part of the job. You don’t hide the lamp to avoid hatred. You keep the lamp lit and trust God 

with the consequences. The moment you start dimming the light to keep haters comfortable, 

you stop being light. 

7. The Righteous Response: Wisdom, Separation, and Trust in God’s Preservation 

When hatred is without a cause, the righteous response is not to panic and not to grovel. The 

righteous response is wisdom, separation when necessary, and trust in God’s preservation. 

Wisdom means you don’t hand predators extra opportunities. Wisdom means you don’t keep 

feeding a mob. Wisdom means you don’t keep explaining yourself to people committed to 

misunderstanding you. Jesus sometimes answered, and sometimes He “answered him never a 

word” (Matthew 27:14). Silence can be righteousness when words are being weaponized. 



Separation is biblical. It does not mean hatred of people; it means refusal to fellowship with 

darkness. “Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them” 

(Ephesians 5:11). When hatred without a cause is attached to evil works, the saint is not called 

to sit down and negotiate with it. He is called to stand, reprove, and if necessary, withdraw from 

the trap. 

And trust is the anchor: “Ye that love the LORD, hate evil: he preserveth the souls of his saints; 

he delivereth them out of the hand of the wicked” (Psalms 97:10). God’s promise is not that 

haters vanish. God’s promise is that He preserves the soul and delivers. Preservation means 

hatred doesn’t have to rewrite your heart. Deliverance means hatred doesn’t have final 

authority over your life. The wicked may be many, but the LORD is righteous, and He knows how 

to keep His people steady under unjust hostility. 

Conclusion 

Psalm 69:4 describes a brutal reality that every honest saint eventually meets: “They that hate 

me without a cause are more than the hairs of mine head” (Psalms 69:4). Some hatred is not 

earned; it is assigned, because the hated person represents something the wicked cannot stand. 

This pattern culminates in Jesus Christ, who said, “the world… hateth me, because I testify of it, 

that the works thereof are evil” (John 7:7). The innocent become targets because their very 

presence condemns the guilty, and light provokes hatred in those who love darkness (John 

3:19). 

That is why kindness does not always disarm hatred. Kindness is obedience, not a guarantee of 

acceptance. Trying to win every hater is a trap because some haters can only be appeased by 

dimming the light, and dimming the light destroys the mission. Sometimes the cause is simply 

light—truth, righteousness, conviction, and the fear of God standing in a world committed to 

sin. 

So the righteous response is to keep shining without becoming bitter, to be wise without 

becoming paranoid, to separate when necessary without becoming cruel, and to trust God’s 

preserving power. “Ye that love the LORD, hate evil: he preserveth the souls of his saints; he 

delivereth them out of the hand of the wicked” (Psalms 97:10). Hatred without a cause is real, 

but it is not sovereign. God is. And the LORD who preserves the soul can keep you steady under 

assigned hatred until the day He turns the darkness back and vindicates His light. 

 

 

22 of 40: The Anatomy of Hate - The Whisper Network and Secret Plots 

Introduction 



Hatred doesn’t always kick down the front door. Sometimes it slips in through the side entrance 

with a smile, a soft voice, and a sentence that begins, “I’m not trying to start anything, but…” or 

“I’m only saying this because I care…” That kind of hatred is the most cowardly kind because it 

wants damage without responsibility. It wants blood on the floor with clean hands. It wants to 

ruin a man without ever facing him. That is why David nails it with one blunt line: “All that hate 

me whisper together against me” (Psalms 41:7). They don’t confront. They conspire. They don’t 

correct. They corrupt. They don’t bring a matter to the light. They smuggle poison through 

shadows. 

A whisper network is hatred organized into social behavior. It is the quiet form of malice that 

pretends to be “concern,” then smuggles accusation into conversation. It uses selective stories, 

insinuations, and suggestive questions. It doesn’t need proof; it needs an atmosphere. It doesn’t 

need facts; it needs suspicion. And once suspicion is planted, it spreads faster than truth 

because truth requires patience and humility, but suspicion feeds pride and fear. That is why 

reputations can be murdered while hands appear clean. The whisperer becomes a killer without 

a weapon that looks like a weapon. 

In this essay I’m going to expose the anatomy of whisper-hate: how it starts, how it recruits, 

how it hides, and how it destroys. I will show how Scripture treats this behavior as wickedness, 

not “communication style.” I will show why the righteous must refuse to participate in whisper-

hate even when it feels socially safe and spiritually respectable. And I will show that a whisper 

can be as deadly as a sword—sometimes deadlier—because a sword kills the body, but a 

whisper can kill trust, unity, peace, and testimony. God hates that kind of hidden warfare, and 

He calls His people to walk in the light. 

1. Psalm 41:7: Hatred That Organizes in Secret 

David says, “All that hate me whisper together against me” (Psalms 41:7). That verse tells you 

whispering is not random. It is coordinated. “Whisper together” means it’s a meeting, not a 

moment. It’s not a slip of the tongue; it’s a strategy. And the whisperers are not “concerned 

friends.” David identifies them: “All that hate me.” The whisper is hatred’s preferred 

transportation. 

Whispering is the language of people who want influence without accountability. They want to 

guide the crowd while hiding behind the crowd. They want to shape perception while avoiding 

direct statements that could be challenged. That is why whispers come with vagueness: “I’ve 

heard…” “People are saying…” “I don’t know, but…” Those phrases are not innocent. They are 

how cowardly hatred stays slippery. 

And the verse also shows whisper-hate gathers numbers. It recruits. Hatred loves agreement. It 

loves company. It loves “me too.” It loves the illusion that “we’re all seeing the same thing,” 



even when the thing is a fabricated story. Whisper networks are how hatred becomes a 

community project. It is evil multiplied, because one whisper in one ear becomes ten whispers 

in ten ears, and soon the whole room “knows” something nobody can prove. 

2. The Poisoned Phrase: “Concern” That Smuggles Accusation 

Whisper-hate rarely announces itself as hatred. It disguises itself as care. It says, “I’m worried 

about him,” while it plants a dagger. It says, “We should pray for her,” while it spreads shame. It 

says, “I don’t want to judge,” while it delivers judgment without evidence. That is religious 

hypocrisy at its finest: sin wearing church clothes. 

Scripture exposes this kind of behavior as wickedness because it is deception. “A froward man 

soweth strife: and a whisperer separateth chief friends” (Proverbs 16:28). The whisperer’s fruit 

is separation. He breaks bonds. He fractures trust. He divides what God meant to be united. And 

he does it while acting like a helpful messenger. That is why he is dangerous. 

A whisper also works through selective truth. It will share one true detail surrounded by 

implications that are false. That’s how the devil talked in Genesis—truth used as bait. The 

whisperer doesn’t need a full lie; he needs a half-truth that pushes people toward a false 

conclusion. That is deceit. And deceit is hatred in motion, because it aims to harm while hiding 

motives. 

3. Selective Stories and Insinuations: How Reputations Are Murdered 

Hatred rarely starts with a public punch; it starts with private insinuation. “Did you notice…?” “It 

seemed like…” “Something felt off…” Those phrases are not “discernment.” They can be the 

beginning of a smear. A smear is not about facts; it’s about feelings. It’s about building a 

narrative that “seems plausible.” Once people feel something, they stop demanding proof. 

That’s why whisper networks are powerful. They weaponize impression. 

The Bible calls this wicked because it is false witness in slow motion. A false witness doesn’t 

always mean a man stood in court and lied under oath; it can mean a man created a false 

impression that functioned like a lie. God hates that. He hates the lying tongue and the false 

witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren (Proverbs 6:16-19). 

Those are not small sins. They are “abomination” language. 

And the result is murder—social murder. You can destroy a man’s name and claim you never 

touched him. You can ruin a woman’s standing and claim you were “just sharing.” You can sink a 

leader and claim you were “just asking questions.” That is how reputations are murdered while 

hands appear clean. But God sees blood on the hands of whisperers even when the whisperer 

points at his clean fingernails. 

4. The Whisper Network Is a Pack: Hatred Travels With Allies 



David says they whisper “together” (Psalms 41:7). That’s pack behavior. Whisper-hate loves 

allies because allies distribute guilt. A man in a pack can say, “I’m not the only one who thinks 

this.” That phrase is often the lie that gives cowardice permission. The pack also gives hatred 

courage. Alone, the whisperer would fear confrontation. In a group, he feels powerful. 

This is why the whisper network becomes a “safe” place for malicious people. It is a shared 

darkness. It’s like a room with no windows where everyone agrees not to turn on the light. 

Anyone who says, “Let’s go talk to him directly,” becomes the threat, because direct 

conversation kills the whisper network. Anyone who says, “Where’s the evidence?” becomes 

the enemy, because evidence destroys insinuation. 

And packs tend to escalate. What begins as “concern” becomes “certainty.” What begins as 

“maybe” becomes “he definitely is.” What begins as “I’m not sure” becomes “everyone knows.” 

That’s how hatred multiplies—by repetition. A lie repeated becomes “common knowledge.” A 

suspicion repeated becomes “truth.” That is why whisper-hate must be stopped early, before it 

roots. 

5. Scripture’s Verdict: Whispering Is Wickedness, Not a Personality Trait 

Some people excuse whispering by calling it “communication style.” God calls it wickedness. 

Proverbs 16:28 calls the whisperer a separator of chief friends. Proverbs 6:16-19 lists sowing 

discord among brethren as one of the things God hates. That means whisper-hate is not merely 

socially annoying; it is spiritually offensive. 

It also violates the direct commands of God about how to handle conflict. The Law said, “Thou 

shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart: thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbour, and not 

suffer sin upon him” (Leviticus 19:17). God forbids hidden hatred and commands honest 

correction. Whispering is hidden hatred dressed up as moral talk. It is the opposite of rebuke. 

Rebuke is light. Whispering is darkness. 

And the New Testament continues the same principle. “Wherefore putting away lying, speak 

every man truth with his neighbour” (Ephesians 4:25). Whisper-hate survives on selective 

stories and misleading impressions. It thrives on vague accusations that cannot be tested. It is 

not truth with neighbor; it is poison around neighbor. So Scripture doesn’t treat whisper 

networks as “harmless gossip.” It treats them as a form of lying and a form of hatred. 

6. The Righteous Refusal: Don’t Participate Even When It Feels Socially Safe 

Here is where the test gets real. Whisper-hate often feels socially safe. It feels like bonding. It 

feels like being “in the know.” It feels like being part of the group. It can even feel “spiritual,” 

because it may be wrapped in prayer language. But that safety is a trap. It is the trap of shared 

sin. 



The righteous must refuse participation. Refuse to listen. Refuse to pass it along. Refuse to nod 

in agreement. Refuse to add your own “little detail.” Refuse to become a courier for poison. The 

Bible says, “Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them” 

(Ephesians 5:11). That means you don’t sit in the whisper circle and pretend you’re neutral. 

Neutrality is endorsement when darkness is operating. 

Sometimes the most righteous thing you can do is stop the whisper by demanding light. “Have 

you talked to him?” “Do you know that for a fact?” “Let’s go to them directly.” Those sentences 

are like turning on a flashlight in a dark room. The whisper network hates flashlights. But the 

saint is not called to preserve the comfort of liars; he is called to preserve truth. 

7. A Whisper as Deadly as a Sword: The Damage It Does 

David’s enemies whispered “against” him (Psalms 41:7). That is verbal warfare. The Bible often 

compares words to weapons. “Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have 

used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips” (Romans 3:13). Poison doesn’t need to be 

loud. It needs to be swallowed. Whisper-hate is poison in conversation. 

A sword can kill a man’s body, but whisper-hate can kill his relationships, his credibility, his 

ministry, his friendships, his peace, and sometimes his willingness to serve. Whisper-hate 

isolates people. It separates chief friends (Proverbs 16:28). It sows discord among brethren 

(Proverbs 6:19). It takes a healthy community and turns it into a suspicious one. Everyone starts 

watching each other instead of loving each other. Everyone starts guarding themselves instead 

of serving. That’s spiritual damage. 

And the wicked love that damage because it gives them control. If they can control the story, 

they can control the room. If they can control reputation, they can control influence. That is why 

whisper-hate is not trivial. It is a power play. It is domination through narrative. And God will 

judge it, because God is the God of truth, and He does not tolerate hidden knives. 

Conclusion 

Psalm 41:7 exposes a quiet form of hatred that is more common than open violence: “All that 

hate me whisper together against me” (Psalms 41:7). Hatred rarely starts with a public punch; it 

starts with private whispers, selective stories, and insinuations. This is how reputations are 

murdered while hands appear clean—by smuggling poison into “concern,” by repeating 

suspicion until it becomes “common knowledge,” and by recruiting a pack so guilt is distributed 

and accountability disappears. 

Scripture does not treat whisper-hate as harmless talk. It calls the whisperer a separator of chief 

friends (Proverbs 16:28), and it lists sowing discord among brethren among the things God 

hates (Proverbs 6:16-19). God forbids hidden hatred and commands honest confrontation: 



“Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart… thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbour” 

(Leviticus 19:17). Rebuke is light. Whispering is darkness. 

So the righteous must refuse to participate even when whisper-hate feels socially safe. 

Neutrality in a whisper circle is fellowship with darkness. The saint must demand light—facts, 

direct conversation, proof, truth. Because a whisper can be as deadly as a sword: it can poison 

trust, fracture unity, ruin testimony, and turn God’s people into a fearful, suspicious crowd. 

God’s people are called to walk in truth, speak in truth, and keep their hands clean—not by 

staying silent in the face of whispers, but by shutting down the whisper network with the light 

of honest speech. 

 

 

23 of 40: The Anatomy of Hate - Hatred That Turns Correction Into Strife 

Introduction 

There is a kind of man who loves correction because he loves righteousness. He hears the Word, 

gets cut, repents, and comes out cleaner. Then there is another kind of man who loves 

“correction” because he loves conflict. He doesn’t correct to restore; he corrects to wound. He 

doesn’t rebuke to help; he rebukes to hurt. He doesn’t confront sin because he fears God; he 

confronts sin because he enjoys strife. And the Bible does not confuse those two spirits. It 

draws a clean line with a verse that can’t be massaged into something soft: “Hatred stirreth up 

strifes: but love covereth all sins” (Proverbs 10:12). 

That verse doesn’t say hatred “causes disagreement.” It says hatred “stirreth up strifes.” Strife is 

conflict that has been heated, agitated, provoked, and intensified. It’s not the honest friction of 

truth meeting error; it’s the deliberate manufacturing of tension. Hatred is a cook that likes to 

keep the pot boiling because it feeds on turmoil. It likes to make people react. It likes to make 

people lose their temper. It likes to push buttons and then point at the outburst like, “See? 

That’s who they are.” Hatred is not interested in resolution. It is interested in spectacle. 

In this essay I’m going to show the difference between confronting sin and stirring strife, 

because a lot of people have learned to use “discernment” and “truth” as a mask for hatred. I 

will expose the cycle: hatred provokes, the other side reacts, and then hatred points to the 

reaction as justification. I will show how love covers sins in the biblical sense—protecting, 

restoring, not gossiping—while hatred uncovers sins for entertainment and public humiliation. 

And I will train you to recognize when correction is righteous and when it is hatred wearing 

religious clothes. The devil doesn’t mind you “correcting” people if you do it with hatred, 

because hatred makes correction useless. 



1. Proverbs 10:12: The Holy Contrast Between Love and Hatred 

“Hatred stirreth up strifes: but love covereth all sins” (Proverbs 10:12). That is not a vague 

proverb. It is a surgical contrast. Hatred stirs. Love covers. Hatred agitates. Love protects. Hatred 

uncovers. Love heals. You don’t have to be a scholar to understand it. Hatred is the spirit that 

makes everything worse. Love is the spirit that works toward restoration. 

The verse also teaches you something important: not every conflict is “truth defending itself.” 

Some conflict is hatred enjoying itself. Hatred stirs strife the way a man stirs a fire—he pokes it, 

fans it, adds fuel, keeps it burning, and acts surprised when the room fills with smoke. And then 

he calls the smoke “righteous indignation,” when it’s really just hatred enjoying drama. 

Love covering sins does not mean love ignores sin. The Bible commands confrontation in the 

right way. “Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart: thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy 

neighbour, and not suffer sin upon him” (Leviticus 19:17). So love can rebuke. Love can correct. 

Love can warn. But love does it with a goal: restoration, cleanliness, healing, repentance, peace, 

righteousness. Hatred does it with a goal: damage. 

So Proverbs 10:12 becomes a measuring rod for motives. When a man confronts, ask what it 

produces. Does it produce clarity and repentance? Or does it produce strife and bitterness? 

Hatred stirs. Love covers. 

2. Righteous Correction: The Aim Is Restoration, Not Wounding 

The Bible is not anti-correction. It is anti-hatred. Scripture commands correction because God 

loves His people enough to chasten them. “For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth” (Hebrews 

12:6). That means love is not soft; love is holy. Love corrects because love wants the child clean. 

Love wants the saint safe. Love wants the church protected. 

Righteous correction is direct, honest, and measured. It is not vague insinuation and it is not 

public humiliation. It speaks truth plainly and specifically. It is willing to be challenged. It is 

willing to prove its claims. It is willing to face the person it is addressing. It does not hide behind 

the crowd. It does not use the word “concern” as a dagger. 

And righteous correction is accountable to Scripture. That’s the biggest difference. A man 

correcting righteously will quote the Book and submit to the Book. A man correcting with 

hatred will quote the Book like a club but won’t submit to the Book when the Book rebukes his 

spirit. He wants “truth” as a weapon, but he refuses truth as a mirror. That’s how you spot 

hatred wearing a mask: it demands repentance from everybody but itself. 

3. Hatred’s Hobby: Conflict for Its Own Sake 



“Hatred stirreth up strifes” (Proverbs 10:12). Hatred likes the sound of conflict. It likes the 

energy. It likes the attention. It likes the sense of power it feels when it can push someone into 

reaction. That’s why hatred often chooses the most inflammatory wording possible, even when 

the issue could be addressed calmly. Hatred knows how to provoke. It chooses phrases designed 

to embarrass, insult, and trigger, not to enlighten. 

Hatred also loves to keep wounds open. It doesn’t want reconciliation, because reconciliation 

removes the stage. If peace breaks out, hatred loses its hobby. So hatred will bring up old 

offenses, rehearse them, retell them, reframe them, and keep them alive. It doesn’t forgive 

because forgiveness ends the leverage. It doesn’t cover because covering ends the spectacle. It 

keeps the pot boiling because it loves strife. 

And hatred often pretends it is doing God’s work. That’s the religious disguise. It says, “I’m just 

standing for truth.” But the fruit is strife, not righteousness. The Bible says, “For the wrath of 

man worketh not the righteousness of God” (James 1:20). Hatred is man’s wrath with religious 

vocabulary. It does not produce God’s righteousness; it produces division and pride. 

So the test is simple: does this “correction” calm the room toward repentance, or does it 

inflame the room toward factions? Hatred stirs strife. It isn’t an accident; it’s its nature. 

4. The Cycle: Provoke, Get a Reaction, Then Use the Reaction as Proof 

Here is one of hatred’s slickest tricks: it provokes a man, then when the man reacts, hatred 

points to the reaction as justification. Hatred pokes, jabs, mocks, misrepresents, escalates, then 

acts shocked when the target finally snaps. Then it says, “See? I told you he was unstable.” That 

is not correction; that is entrapment. 

The Bible exposes this kind of behavior because it is wickedness with strategy. It is not seeking 

truth; it is seeking ammunition. It does not want to resolve the issue; it wants to win a narrative. 

It wants the crowd to see the reaction so it can claim moral superiority while ignoring the 

provocation that created it. That’s why hatred often works in public spaces—because it needs 

an audience. 

Love does the opposite. Love refuses to bait. Love refuses to provoke for fun. Love will speak 

truth, but it won’t do it in a way designed to humiliate. Love knows the goal is not to “get a clip” 

of someone losing their temper. Love knows the goal is restoration. So love chooses words that 

are strong but not theatrical. Hatred chooses words that are theatrical because theater is its 

fuel. 

And here is the key: hatred never sees itself as hatred. It always sees itself as “righteous.” That’s 

why Scripture is necessary. The Word cuts through self-deception. Proverbs 10:12 tells you the 

root by the fruit. If it’s stirring up strife, check the heart. Hatred stirs. 



5. “Love Covereth All Sins”: Covering Is Protection, Not Complicity 

When Proverbs says “love covereth all sins” (Proverbs 10:12), it does not mean love pretends 

sin doesn’t exist. It means love refuses to broadcast sin for entertainment. Love refuses to turn 

someone’s failure into a public spectacle. Love deals with sin in a way that aims at repentance 

and restoration, not shame and humiliation. 

Covering is the opposite of gossip. Covering is the opposite of whisper networks. Covering is the 

opposite of dragging a matter through public opinion before ever going to the person. Covering 

means you handle what can be handled privately. Covering means you don’t repeat what 

doesn’t need to be repeated. Covering means you don’t make someone’s weakness your 

conversation piece. 

And that aligns with God’s character. God exposes sin to heal, not to mock. God convicts to 

cleanse, not to entertain. The devil is the accuser; God is the redeemer. So when a man 

uncovers sin for spectacle, he is acting like an accuser. When a man covers sin biblically—

addressing it rightly, not broadcasting it—he is acting with love. 

Hatred does the opposite. Hatred uncovers. It wants the crowd to see. It wants humiliation. It 

wants the target isolated. It wants “public accountability,” when what it really wants is public 

shame. That is why Proverbs contrasts hatred with love. Love covers; hatred stirs strife. 

6. Hatred Wearing a Mask: Correction as a Costume 

One of the most dangerous forms of hatred is hatred wearing religious clothes. It uses Bible 

words but not Bible spirit. It talks about holiness but loves conflict. It talks about purity but 

enjoys humiliating sinners. It talks about accountability but refuses accountability itself. It is 

quick to condemn and slow to repent. It is always “right,” always “misunderstood,” always “just 

telling the truth,” but the trail behind it is broken relationships, divided churches, and scorched 

souls. 

You can spot this masked hatred by its obsession with exposure. It can’t wait to tell the story. It 

can’t wait to “warn others.” It can’t wait to “make an example.” It always chooses the widest 

possible audience for the correction, because it wants impact more than healing. It wants 

spectacle. It wants the satisfaction of seeing someone brought low. 

Scripture teaches the saint to be careful here because the flesh loves to hide behind 

righteousness. A man can be doctrinally correct and spiritually wrong in his motives. He can say 

true things with a hateful spirit. And when he does that, he becomes an instrument of the devil, 

because the devil does not mind truth being spoken if it is spoken in a way that breeds strife 

and turns people away from righteousness. Hatred is the devil’s seasoning. It ruins the meal. 



So the believer must let the Bible judge not only what is said, but why it is said and how it is 

said. Hatred stirs strife. Love covers sins. That proverb is a mirror. 

7. Training Discernment: How to Tell Righteous Correction from Stirred Strife 

If you want a simple test, watch what the correction aims at and what it produces. Righteous 

correction aims at repentance, clarity, and restoration. It is willing to go to the person. It is 

willing to be specific. It is willing to be corrected itself. It is measured. It is consistent. It doesn’t 

change rules depending on who it likes. It is not performative. 

Hatred aims at reaction, shame, and division. It chooses the most provoking path. It recruits 

allies. It circulates stories. It keeps offenses alive. It refuses to forgive. It demands apologies but 

never gives them. It is quick to assume the worst. It uses the other person’s reaction as “proof” 

while ignoring its own provocations. It doesn’t want to restore; it wants to win. 

And the saint must also examine his own heart before he corrects anyone else. It’s easy to see 

hatred in others; it’s harder to see it in yourself. That’s why James says, “Wherefore lay apart all 

filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word” 

(James 1:21). If you can’t receive reproof with meekness, you will not give reproof with 

meekness. And if you give reproof with hatred, you will stir strife, even if your facts are right. 

Proverbs 10:12 is not just a verse to quote at someone else. It is a verse to use as a heart-check 

before you open your mouth. Are you trying to restore, or are you trying to stir? Love covers 

sins. Hatred stirs strifes. 

Conclusion 

“Hatred stirreth up strifes: but love covereth all sins” (Proverbs 10:12). That proverb exposes 

the difference between correction that is righteous and correction that is hatred in disguise. 

Righteous correction confronts sin to restore. It aims at repentance, clarity, protection, and 

healing. It is direct, accountable, and measured. It speaks truth without craving spectacle. It 

uses Scripture as a mirror, not merely as a weapon. 

Hatred, on the other hand, loves conflict for its own sake. It provokes, escalates, and then uses 

the other side’s reaction as justification. It uncovers sins for entertainment. It turns 

“discernment” into a costume for cruelty. It recruits allies, stirs crowds, and leaves division 

behind while claiming it was “just being honest.” But the fruit gives it away every time: hatred 

stirs strife. 

So the lesson is practical: learn to recognize the cycle, refuse to participate in stirred strife, and 

don’t confuse public spectacle with righteousness. Let love govern your correction, because 

love covers sins in the biblical sense—handling matters rightly, aiming at restoration, refusing 



gossip, refusing shame theater. And when you must confront, do it with a holy goal and a clean 

heart, because truth spoken in hatred does not heal; it only burns. 

 

 

24 of 40: The Anatomy of Hate - Hidden Hatred Covered With Holy Talk 

Introduction 

There are haters you can spot a mile away. They come in loud. They come in hot. They insult, 

threaten, mock, and you know exactly where they stand. That kind of hatred is ugly, but at least 

it is honest in its ugliness. Then there is another kind—far more dangerous—because it lives in 

the religious world, sits in the pew, smiles in the foyer, and talks like a saint while carrying the 

spirit of a devil. It shakes your hand and calls you “brother,” then turns around and undermines 

you with a whisper. It says “God bless you” while sharpening a knife. That is hidden hatred, and 

Scripture names it without any modern psychological fluff: “He that hideth hatred with lying 

lips, and he that uttereth a slander, is a fool” (Proverbs 10:18). 

That verse does not call hidden hatred “immaturity.” It calls it lying. Hidden hatred is not merely 

a private feeling; it is a deceptive posture. It hides what is in the heart by putting on a mask with 

the mouth. The mouth says “peace,” the heart says “war.” The mouth says “I’m praying for you,” 

the heart says “I’m plotting against you.” And because it is concealed, it does more damage than 

open hatred, because people trust it. They let it close. They believe its holy talk. They assume it 

is safe—until the sabotage has already taken effect. 

In this essay I’m going to show how hatred can sing hymns and still hate, quote verses and still 

hate, pray in public and still hate. I will confront the religious habit of smiling while sabotaging. I 

will show why hidden hatred is spiritual fraud and why it multiplies damage by deception. And I 

will teach how to deal with hidden hatred before it becomes open war, because God judges 

concealed hatred as surely as violent hatred. Men may be fooled by holy talk. God is not. 

1. Proverbs 10:18: Hidden Hatred Is Lying, Not “Just a Struggle” 

“He that hideth hatred with lying lips” (Proverbs 10:18). That is the Bible’s diagnosis. The lips 

become “lying lips” because they are being used to cover what is truly in the heart. The hatred 

itself is sin, but the concealment is an added sin because it is deception. It is hypocrisy. It is a 

double life: one face in public, another in private. And the Lord Jesus Christ never treated 

hypocrisy like a minor issue. He called it leaven. He warned that it spreads. 

Notice the verse doesn’t say, “He that hideth hatred with quiet lips.” It says “lying lips.” That 

means religious niceness can be a lie if it is used to hide malice. A man can be polite and still be 



wicked. He can be soft-spoken and still be poisonous. The devil does not always show up with 

horns; sometimes he shows up with manners. 

The verse also connects hidden hatred with slander. “He that uttereth a slander, is a fool” 

(Proverbs 10:18). Hidden hatred often cannot stay fully hidden—it leaks. It leaks through 

insinuation, through selective stories, through “prayer requests,” through concerns that are 

really accusations. It begins as concealed hatred and becomes spoken poison. And Scripture 

calls the man who does it a fool because he is playing with fire and pretending God doesn’t see 

smoke. 

2. The Masked Mouth: Blessings Spoken While the Heart Plans Harm 

Hidden hatred is what happens when the mouth becomes a mask. The mask is made of “holy 

talk”—religious language that sounds righteous while the heart is unrighteous. The mouth says 

“amen,” but the heart says “I want him to fall.” The mouth says “praise the Lord,” but the heart 

says “I’m jealous.” The mouth says “I forgive,” but the heart rehearses the offense like a song on 

repeat. 

This is exactly why the Bible is so hard on the tongue. The tongue reveals the heart. “Out of the 

abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh” (Matthew 12:34). So when a man forces his 

mouth to speak blessings while his heart is full of hatred, he is not proving he is spiritual; he is 

proving he is fake. He is using his mouth like a curtain to hide what he knows is ugly inside. 

And the danger is not just personal; it’s communal. Hidden hatred creates confusion in a church 

or a community because it sends mixed signals. People don’t know who is safe. People don’t 

know what is real. Trust decays. The atmosphere becomes suspicious, and suspicion is the 

devil’s favorite climate. Hidden hatred is not merely a private sin; it is a public pollutant. 

3. Hatred in Church Clothes: Hymns, Verses, and Public Prayer With a Knife Behind the Back 

It is possible to sing a hymn and still hate. A man can lift his hands and still have a heart like 

Cain. The Bible is full of people who had religious behavior but wicked hearts. Israel could bring 

sacrifices and still be rebellious. The Lord rebuked that kind of worship because it was outward 

show without inward obedience. The external was holy; the internal was rotten. 

Jesus exposed the same spirit in the Pharisees. They were professionals at holy talk. They could 

pray long prayers and still devour widows’ houses (Matthew 23:14). They could tithe herbs 

while neglecting judgment, mercy, and faith (Matthew 23:23). They could clean the outside of 

the cup while the inside was full of extortion and excess (Matthew 23:25). That is hidden 

hatred: outward cleanliness, inward hostility. 

And here is the scary part: hidden hatred often thinks it is righteous. It convinces itself that its 

malice is “discernment.” It baptizes its bitterness with Bible words. It calls sabotage 



“accountability.” It calls envy “concern.” It calls slander “warning others.” That’s not holiness. 

That’s spiritual fraud. That is hatred wearing church clothes to get close enough to do damage. 

4. Why Hidden Hatred Multiplies Damage: Deception Makes It Trustworthy 

Open hatred harms you once. Hidden hatred harms you twice: first by deception, then by 

betrayal. Open hatred says, “I’m your enemy,” and you can brace for it. Hidden hatred says, “I’m 

your friend,” and you lower your guard. You tell secrets. You share burdens. You open doors. 

And then it uses what you gave it as ammunition. That is why hidden hatred is so dangerous: it 

weaponizes trust. 

That is also why hidden hatred spreads so efficiently. People will ignore an open hater, but they 

will listen to a “sweet” voice with holy talk. They will assume sincerity. They will assume purity. 

They will assume “they mean well.” Hidden hatred counts on that assumption. It moves through 

churches through “concerned conversations,” “prayer circles,” and “quiet warnings” that are 

actually character assassination. 

Scripture treats this as wickedness because it is the opposite of light. “For every one that doeth 

evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved” (John 3:20). 

Hidden hatred avoids light. It refuses direct conversation. It avoids straightforward 

confrontation. It prefers shadows because shadows allow it to keep its image clean while 

making someone else look dirty. 

5. Smiling While Sabotaging: The Religious Habit God Hates 

There is a certain religious habit that is pure poison: smiling while sabotaging. It is the church 

version of treachery. It looks like kindness but acts like malice. It is the Judas kiss—affection as 

cover for betrayal. Judas didn’t betray Christ by yelling across the street; he betrayed Him with a 

kiss (Luke 22:48). Betrayal loves closeness because closeness makes the wound deeper. 

This is why Proverbs warns about flattering words and hidden intent. “A lying tongue hateth 

those that are afflicted by it; and a flattering mouth worketh ruin” (Proverbs 26:28). Notice the 

Bible connects lies, hatred, and ruin. That is hidden hatred’s package. It flatters to disarm. It lies 

to deceive. It hates to harm. And the end is ruin—of reputation, of unity, of peace, of trust. 

The “holy talk” part is especially vile because it uses God’s name as a cover for sin. A man can 

hide behind prayer language while doing the devil’s work. He can say, “Let’s pray about him,” 

while he’s really saying, “Let’s destroy him.” That is taking holy things and using them for evil 

ends. God hates that kind of hypocrisy because it drags God’s name through the mud. 

6. How to Deal With Hidden Hatred Before It Becomes Open War 



Hidden hatred must be handled with light and wisdom, not paranoia and panic. The righteous 

are not called to be suspicious of everyone, but they are called to be discerning. “Be ye 

therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves” (Matthew 10:16). Wise means you don’t 

ignore patterns. Wise means you recognize repeated sabotage, repeated whispers, repeated 

double-talk. Wise means you do not keep handing ammunition to a person who has proven 

untrustworthy. 

One of the most powerful tools against hidden hatred is directness. Hidden hatred thrives in 

vagueness and shadows. So you force it into clarity: “What exactly are you saying?” “Do you 

have facts?” “Have you talked to the person?” “Let’s go to them now.” Those sentences are like 

turning on the lights in a dark room. Hidden hatred hates light. It will often retreat when the 

light comes on. 

And if the hatred will not repent, then separation becomes necessary. The Bible does not 

command you to keep close fellowship with treachery. “Mark them which cause divisions and 

offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them” (Romans 16:17). 

Avoiding is not hatred; it is wisdom. It is refusing to let a saboteur have access. It is refusing to 

let a liar keep operating in the shadows. Some people won’t change until their access is 

removed. 

7. God Judges Concealed Hatred as Surely as Violent Hatred 

Here is the final reality: hidden hatred does not escape judgment because it was quiet. God 

judges the heart, not just the hands. “Man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD 

looketh on the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7). Men may be fooled by holy talk. God is not fooled. The 

“lying lips” may impress people, but they offend God. 

Proverbs 6 lists things God hates, and among them are a “lying tongue” and “he that soweth 

discord among brethren” (Proverbs 6:16-19). Hidden hatred usually involves both. It lies by 

concealment and implication, and it sows discord through sabotage and whispering. That means 

hidden hatred is not a small private sin; it is something God has placed on His hate-list. 

And the Lord Jesus Christ made it plain that judgment includes words and motives. “Every idle 

word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment” (Matthew 

12:36). If idle words are judged, what about poisonous words disguised as holy talk? If careless 

speech is weighed, what about deliberate deceit? Hidden hatred may be socially accepted, but 

it is spiritually condemned. 

So the saint must fear God more than he fears social comfort. Better to be honest and corrected 

than to be holy-sounding and condemned. Better to bring things into the light and repent than 

to hide hatred behind hymns and prayers and end up under God’s rebuke. 



Conclusion 

“He that hideth hatred with lying lips” (Proverbs 10:18) is not merely socially awkward; he is 

spiritually fraudulent. Hidden hatred can sing hymns and still hate, quote verses and still hate, 

pray in public and still hate. The mouth says “bless you” while the heart sharpens a knife. And 

because hidden hatred is wrapped in holy talk, it multiplies its damage through deception—

people trust it, open doors to it, and then get stabbed by betrayal. 

Scripture treats this as wickedness because it is darkness wearing the clothing of light. It 

resembles the Pharisee spirit—outward cleanliness with inward corruption—and it resembles 

Judas—betrayal disguised as affection. It smiles while sabotaging. It flatters while it ruins. It 

whispers while it divides. It keeps hands appearing clean while it murders reputations and 

fractures unity. 

So the righteous must deal with hidden hatred before it becomes open war by bringing it into 

the light with directness and discernment, refusing to participate in holy-sounding sabotage, 

and separating from treachery when repentance will not come. God judges concealed hatred as 

surely as violent hatred, because God sees the heart. Men may be fooled by “lying lips,” but the 

LORD is not. The cure is light, truth, repentance, and a clean heart that refuses to use holy talk 

as a mask for hatred. 

 

 

25 of 40: The Anatomy of Hate - Flattery, Deceit, and the Double Tongue 

Introduction 

Open hatred is ugly, but it’s honest in its ugliness. When a man snarls, you know where he 

stands, and you can keep your distance. Disguised hatred is worse, because it wears a smile, 

uses holy words, and speaks sweetly while plotting harm. That kind of hatred doesn’t break 

down the front door; it gets invited through the living room. It doesn’t attack from the street; it 

attacks from the kitchen table. It doesn’t come in with a fist; it comes in with flattery. That’s why 

Proverbs puts its finger on the hater’s method, not just his motive: “He that hateth dissembleth 

with his lips, and layeth up deceit within him” (Proverbs 26:24). 

This is not a lesson for suspicious people; it’s a lesson for sober people. The Bible never told you 

to trust everybody. It told you to love everybody. Those are not the same thing. Love can be 

commanded; trust must be earned. A flattering mouth is not automatically kindness. Proverbs 

says, “A lying tongue hateth those that are afflicted by it; and a flattering mouth worketh ruin” 

(Proverbs 26:28). Flattery is not softness; it is strategy. It is a baited hook designed to get access 



to your mind, your heart, your home, your ministry, your confidence, your secrets—anything it 

can use later. 

In this essay I’m going to show how hatred uses compliments to gain access, and then uses 

access to destroy. I’m going to show why discernment is not paranoia; it is obedience. And I’m 

going to show that when hatred is covered by deceit, Scripture promises it will be revealed—

even before the whole congregation. “Whose hatred is covered by deceit, his wickedness shall 

be shewed before the whole congregation” (Proverbs 26:26). God has a way of ripping masks 

off, and He does it in His time, in His way, with a thoroughness that leaves the deceiver exposed. 

1. Proverbs 26:24-26: The Hater’s Mask and the Deceit He Stores 

“He that hateth dissembleth with his lips, and layeth up deceit within him” (Proverbs 26:24). To 

“dissemble” is to hide true intent behind a false presentation. That is the double tongue. The 

mouth says one thing; the heart stores another. The hater is not merely hateful; he is theatrical. 

He performs righteousness. He performs friendship. He performs agreement. All the while he is 

laying up deceit like a man stacking ammunition. 

Then Proverbs goes further: “When he speaketh fair, believe him not: for there are seven 

abominations in his heart” (Proverbs 26:25). That verse is not teaching cynicism; it is teaching 

sobriety. It is telling you that fair speech can be the wrapper around abomination. “Seven 

abominations” means the inside is loaded. Fair words are not proof of a clean heart. The devil 

can quote Scripture, and a hater can quote compliments. 

And then comes the promise: “Whose hatred is covered by deceit, his wickedness shall be 

shewed before the whole congregation” (Proverbs 26:26). God is not impressed with masks. 

God is not confused by tone. God sees the storage room in the heart. And God has a way of 

dragging hidden wickedness into the open where everybody can see what it really was. The 

hater thinks he is clever; God says he is temporary. 

2. Why Flattery Works: Disguised Hatred Gets Invited In 

Open hatred gets resisted. Disguised hatred gets invited. That is why flattery is one of hatred’s 

favorite tools. A man may guard his house against burglars, but he will open the door for a 

“friend.” That’s the whole trick: to appear friendly enough to be trusted, then to use that trust 

to get access. That access becomes leverage. 

Flattery bypasses the normal defenses because it feeds pride. It tells you what your flesh wants 

to hear. It makes you feel understood, appreciated, respected, valued. It strokes ego and lowers 

guard. And once guard is lowered, the flattering mouth begins to shape perception. It starts by 

praising, then it starts steering. It starts agreeing, then it starts recruiting. It starts admiring, 

then it starts controlling. 



That’s why Proverbs warns you not to be hypnotized by “fair speech.” “When he speaketh fair, 

believe him not” (Proverbs 26:25). The Bible is not saying, “Never accept encouragement.” It is 

saying, “Don’t let fair speech become your definition of sincerity.” Sincerity is proven by fruit, 

consistency, truthfulness, and willingness to walk in the light. Flattery is proven by how it turns 

later into leverage. 

3. The Double Tongue: Compliments in Front, Knives Behind 

Proverbs describes the hater as one who “dissembleth with his lips” and “layeth up deceit 

within him” (Proverbs 26:24). That is the double tongue. He has two voices: the public voice and 

the private voice. He can praise you to your face and poison you behind your back. He can clap 

when you win and secretly hope you lose. He can say “amen” while he plans sabotage. 

This is why Scripture treats deceit as wickedness, not as personality. “A lying tongue hateth 

those that are afflicted by it” (Proverbs 26:28). Lies are not neutral. They have an emotional 

root. The lying tongue is connected to hatred because lies are used to harm. A liar may not 

openly declare hatred, but his methods reveal it. He will use words to injure, to mislead, to 

frame, to isolate, to ruin. 

And the double tongue is attractive because it looks like social skill. People call it “charm.” The 

Bible calls it abomination. The hater stores deceit, and then he dispenses it when it will do the 

most damage—usually at the moment of opportunity, when trust is highest and suspicion is 

lowest. That’s why flattery is not harmless; it is often the first stage of betrayal. 

4. Access Becomes Ammunition: How Hatred Uses Proximity to Destroy 

Hatred doesn’t just want to insult you; it wants access. It wants to get close enough to learn 

patterns, weaknesses, relationships, fears, pressures, and points of influence. It wants the keys, 

not the door. It wants inside information. It wants the private story. It wants the unguarded 

moment. Then it uses that proximity as ammunition. 

That’s why flattery often comes early, before the attack. The flattery is the ticket inside. Once 

inside, the hater observes. He collects details. He stores phrases. He remembers what 

embarrasses you. He notes what makes you emotional. He watches who you trust. He figures 

out where to plant a wedge. Then he turns the very things you shared in vulnerability into 

weapons. That is not friendship. That is predation. 

Scripture warns about this pattern because God knows how the heart works. The hater is not 

merely angry; he is calculated. He is building a case. He is manufacturing a narrative. He is 

preparing a future moment when he can hurt you with maximum effect. That is why the wise 

man doesn’t pour his heart out to a flattering mouth just because it sounds supportive. 



This doesn’t make you cold. It makes you biblical. Even the Lord Jesus “did not commit himself 

unto them, because he knew all men” (John 2:24). That is not bitterness; that is discernment. 

Love does not require naïveté. Love can be wise. 

5. Discernment Is Obedience, Not Paranoia 

The modern world calls discernment “judgmental” and calls caution “paranoia.” The Bible calls 

discernment wisdom. “The simple believeth every word: but the prudent man looketh well to 

his going” (Proverbs 14:15). Believing every compliment, every “fair speech,” every flattering 

tone is simplicity, not spirituality. Prudence is not fear; it is obedience to God’s warnings. 

Discernment means you test fruit. You watch consistency. You notice whether words match 

actions. You pay attention to how a person speaks about others, because the way he talks about 

others is the way he will talk about you when your back is turned. “A whisperer separateth chief 

friends” (Proverbs 16:28). If he is whispering about others to you, he is whispering about you to 

others. 

Discernment also means you refuse to be driven by your ego. Flattery is powerful because it 

feeds pride. So part of discernment is mortifying pride. If your ego needs constant praise, you 

will be easy prey. If your identity is anchored in the Lord and in truth, flattery won’t control you. 

That’s why discernment is spiritual. It’s not just “street smarts.” It’s heart discipline under 

Scripture. 

6. God’s Promise: Deceit-Covered Hatred Will Be Revealed 

Proverbs 26:26 is one of the most satisfying lines in Scripture for anyone who has been burned 

by a flattering hater: “Whose hatred is covered by deceit, his wickedness shall be shewed before 

the whole congregation” (Proverbs 26:26). That is not wishful thinking. That is God’s promise. 

God is a God of light, and He has a way of exposing darkness. 

Sometimes God exposes it by the hater’s own mouth. He overplays his hand. He says too much. 

He reveals the motive he tried to hide. Sometimes God exposes it by bringing facts to the 

surface that don’t match the story. Sometimes God exposes it by turning allies into witnesses. 

Sometimes God exposes it by letting the deceiver fall into his own trap. “Whoso diggeth a pit 

shall fall therein” (Proverbs 26:27). God loves poetic justice. 

And notice the phrase “before the whole congregation.” God doesn’t always expose hidden 

hatred privately. Sometimes He makes it public because the damage was public. The deceiver 

wanted to control perception; God takes control back. The hater wanted to ruin a reputation; 

God ruins the hater’s disguise. God is not mocked. A man can play church with a mask for a 

while, but he cannot play God. The Lord will rip the mask off when the time is right. 

7. How the Righteous Respond: Walk in Light, Refuse the Flattery Trap, Wait on God 



The righteous response is not to become suspicious of everyone. It is to walk in the light, refuse 

the flattery trap, and wait on God’s exposure and deliverance. You don’t answer deceit with 

deceit. You don’t answer a double tongue with your own double tongue. You answer with truth. 

You answer with clarity. You answer by refusing private poison. 

If someone brings you flattering speech paired with subtle insinuation, you stop it. You don’t 

entertain it. You don’t laugh at it. You don’t pass it on as “just something I heard.” You pull it 

into the light: “Have you spoken to them?” “Do you have facts?” “Let’s address it directly.” 

Darkness hates directness. Directness forces truth. 

And you keep your heart clean. The devil’s goal is not only to hurt you; it is to turn you. It is to 

make you become what hurt you. If you become bitter, you’re chained. If you become paranoid, 

you’re distracted. If you become a whisperer yourself, you’ve been converted to the enemy’s 

methods. So you hold to God’s promise: the Lord reveals hidden wickedness in His time. You 

don’t need to become a detective fueled by revenge. You need to be a believer fueled by truth. 

Conclusion 

Proverbs exposes the hater’s method with surgical precision: “He that hateth dissembleth with 

his lips, and layeth up deceit within him” (Proverbs 26:24). Hatred often chooses flattery as its 

weapon because open hatred gets resisted, but disguised hatred gets invited in. The flattering 

mouth is not soft; it is strategic. It uses compliments to gain access, then uses access to destroy. 

It wears two tongues—one for your face, one for your back—and it stores deceit like 

ammunition. 

That is why discernment is not paranoia; it is obedience. The simple believeth every word, but 

the prudent man looks well to his going (Proverbs 14:15). Love is commanded, but trust is 

earned. The saint must not be hypnotized by fair speech, because Proverbs warns, “When he 

speaketh fair, believe him not: for there are seven abominations in his heart” (Proverbs 26:25). 

Holy talk and sweet talk can be masks, and God is not fooled by masks. 

And the comfort of Scripture is this: God promises exposure. “Whose hatred is covered by 

deceit, his wickedness shall be shewed before the whole congregation” (Proverbs 26:26). God 

has a way of ripping masks off. He exposes the double tongue, brings hidden motives into the 

light, and turns pits back on the digger (Proverbs 26:27). So the righteous walk in light, refuse 

the flattery trap, keep their own hearts clean, and wait on the God of truth to do what He 

always does—reveal what was hidden and defend what was right. 

 

 

26 of 40: The Anatomy of Hate - “These Six Things Doth the LORD Hate” 



Introduction 

The modern religious world has been trained to flinch at the word hate like it’s a profanity. They 

will talk about “love” all day long, but their love is the kind that never corrects, never warns, 

never judges, and never draws a line. That isn’t Bible love; that’s cowardice wearing a halo. The 

Scriptures don’t treat “hate” as automatically sinful. The Scriptures treat hate as morally judged 

by its object. Hatred aimed at evil is righteousness. Hatred aimed at your brother in your heart 

is wickedness. And if you want one passage that demolishes the foolish idea that love means 

approving everything, God wrote it down in plain English: “These six things doth the LORD hate: 

yea, seven are an abomination unto him” (Proverbs 6:16). 

That verse is not a list of personal preferences. It is God’s hate list. It is a list of moral cancers 

that destroy individuals, families, churches, and nations. It is not the LORD saying, “I don’t like 

pineapple on pizza.” It is the LORD saying, “Here are the things that rot the world from the 

inside.” Pride, lying, murder, wicked plots, eagerness to do evil, false witness, and sowing 

discord among brethren—those are not quirks. Those are spiritual infections. They are the 

devil’s fingerprints. And God hates them because God is holy. 

And since God is holy, His love includes chastening and His hate includes judgment. That is 

Bible. “For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth” 

(Hebrews 12:6). If you want a god who only smiles, you have built an idol. The God of the Bible 

loves righteousness and hates iniquity. He corrects what He loves and He judges what He hates. 

In this study I’m going to walk through Proverbs 6:16-19, show how each item is connected to 

justice, truth, and purity, expose how the world celebrates the very things God hates, and show 

why a wise man learns to hate what God hates. “Ye that love the LORD, hate evil” (Psalms 

97:10). That isn’t optional. That’s obedience. 

1. God’s Hate List Is Moral, Not Emotional 

“These six things doth the LORD hate” (Proverbs 6:16). That sentence alone should settle the 

debate for anyone who pretends hate is always sin. The LORD hates. So the question is not 

whether hate exists; the question is what hate is aimed at. God’s hate is not a temper tantrum. 

It is moral opposition. It is holiness rejecting corruption. It is justice opposing injustice. It is truth 

opposing lies. 

The verse then says, “Yea, seven are an abomination unto him” (Proverbs 6:16). “Abomination” 

is not “mild dislike.” Abomination is something God finds detestable, corrupting, revolting—

something that violates His nature and His order. So when God lists these seven, He is saying, 

“These things are poison to My creation.” God’s hate list is the language of a Surgeon who hates 

cancer, not the language of a spoiled child who hates vegetables. 



This destroys the modern lie that love is the absence of hate. Real love hates what destroys 

what it loves. If you love your child, you hate the poison that would kill him. If you love truth, 

you hate lies. If you love righteousness, you hate wickedness. The world’s definition of love is 

approval without discernment. God’s definition of love includes hatred of evil. “Love worketh no 

ill to his neighbour” (Romans 13:10), and that means love must hate the things that work ill. 

2. Pride: The First Cancer God Names 

The first thing God names is “A proud look” (Proverbs 6:17). Pride is at the top because pride is 

the root. Pride is the original sin in Lucifer’s fall, the original lie in man’s fall, and the constant 

engine behind rebellion. Pride is the creature trying to sit in the Creator’s chair. Pride is the 

attitude that says, “I know better than God.” Pride is the posture that refuses correction, refuses 

repentance, refuses humility. 

A proud look is not merely confidence. Confidence can be faith. Pride is self-exaltation. Pride is 

contempt. Pride is the eyes that look down on others, the eyes that judge without mercy, the 

eyes that demand worship. Pride produces cruelty because proud people must keep others 

beneath them. Pride produces division because proud people cannot submit. Pride produces 

lying because proud people must protect their image. 

That is why God hates it. Pride is a moral cancer because it is the seed of every other sin on the 

list. If you cut pride, you cut a lot of wicked fruit at the root. And that is why the world 

celebrates pride like a virtue. It turns pride into identity, into branding, into entertainment. Then 

it wonders why people can’t repent, why families can’t reconcile, why nations can’t humble 

themselves. A proud look is the first item because pride is the doorway. 

3. Lying: The Devil’s Native Tongue 

The second item is “a lying tongue” (Proverbs 6:17). Lies are not “social grease.” Lies are not 

“little mistakes.” Lies are spiritual violence. Jesus said the devil “is a liar, and the father of it” 

(John 8:44). That means lies are not neutral; they are satanic in origin. Lies distort reality. Lies 

corrupt judgment. Lies destroy trust. Lies make wickedness safe because lies hide 

consequences. 

The world is built on lies now—public lies and private lies, official lies and personal lies—and it 

calls them “spin,” “narrative,” “messaging,” “branding.” The Bible calls them lies. And God hates 

them because God is truth. “It is impossible for God to lie” (Hebrews 6:18). So when men lie, 

they are not merely being clever; they are aligning with the devil’s nature. 

And in the context of hatred, lying is often the cloak hatred uses to travel. Hatred hides behind 

lying lips. Hatred whispers. Hatred dismembers reputations with selective stories. Hatred stirs 

strife with false witness. So God’s hate for lying is also God’s defense of justice, because justice 



cannot exist without truth. If truth collapses, courts collapse. If truth collapses, relationships 

collapse. If truth collapses, everything collapses. 

4. Shedding Innocent Blood: Hatred Becomes Violence 

The third item is “hands that shed innocent blood” (Proverbs 6:17). God moves from pride and 

lying—internal and verbal sins—into violence. Why? Because pride and lies eventually produce 

blood. Lies justify cruelty. Pride dehumanizes. Wicked men tell themselves stories that make 

innocent people “deserve” harm. Once the conscience is anesthetized, blood becomes easy. 

“Innocent blood” is a phrase God takes seriously. It is the blood of the guiltless, the vulnerable, 

the wrongly accused, the defenseless. When innocent blood is shed, it is not just a crime against 

man; it is a crime against God, because man is made in God’s image. God hates it because God 

is the giver of life and the judge of life. Murder is rebellion against divine authority. 

And the world has a strange habit: it pretends to be compassionate while excusing blood. It 

pretends to value life while celebrating violence in entertainment, policy, and culture. It 

pretends to care about justice while being casual about the destruction of the innocent. That 

hypocrisy is part of collapse. When a society stops trembling at innocent blood, it has already 

begun to rot. God hates innocent bloodshed because God is righteous, and righteousness 

defends the innocent. 

5. Wicked Imaginations and Eager Feet: The Inner Factory of Evil 

Then God names what happens inside before the hands and feet move: “An heart that deviseth 

wicked imaginations” (Proverbs 6:18). The heart is a factory. It manufactures. It plans. It 

imagines. It sketches out sin before it commits it. Wickedness is not always impulsive; 

sometimes it is engineered. That’s why God hates wicked imaginations: because they are the 

blueprint stage of evil. 

Then He adds, “feet that be swift in running to mischief” (Proverbs 6:18). That’s eagerness. 

That’s enthusiasm for evil. That’s not a man who stumbles into sin and grieves; that’s a man 

who runs to it. He can’t wait. He’s quick to join the mob, quick to spread the rumor, quick to 

click the share button, quick to participate in harm. He loves mischief because mischief gives 

him a thrill. 

That’s why the world collapses: it rewards wicked imaginations and swift feet. It pays people to 

invent corruption. It applauds those who stir chaos. It promotes those who tear down. Then it 

wonders why children are anxious, why homes are unstable, why peace is gone. If your heart is 

inventing wickedness and your feet are eager to execute it, you have become a willing 

instrument of evil. God hates that because it is the engine that keeps injustice moving. 

6. False Witness and Discord: The Social Destruction of Truth 



Next God names “A false witness that speaketh lies” (Proverbs 6:19). That is not the same as “a 

lying tongue.” A lying tongue can be general deceit. A false witness is targeted deceit—lies used 

to condemn, to frame, to destroy someone else. False witness is a legal and social weapon. It is 

how mobs get permission to punish. It is how crowds justify cruelty. It is how the innocent get 

crushed while the wicked applaud. 

And then the seventh is the capstone: “and he that soweth discord among brethren” (Proverbs 

6:19). That is the church-killer. That is the community-rot. Discord is not mere disagreement. 

Discord is division planted deliberately. It is wedges driven into relationships. It is the whisper 

network. It is faction-making. It is stirring strife. It is taking sides and recruiting others. God 

hates it because it destroys what love builds. 

This is where the religious world gets exposed. People think God mainly hates “big sins” and 

ignores “church sins.” God puts sowing discord on His hate list. God treats it like a moral cancer. 

Why? Because it is Satan’s work. Satan is the accuser and the divider. He loves brethren fighting 

brethren because it weakens testimony and wastes power. When a church becomes a battlefield 

of personalities, it stops being an outpost of truth. God hates discord because God loves unity 

around truth. 

7. Holy Love Includes Chastening; Holy Hate Includes Judgment 

This passage destroys the childish idea that love means approving everything. God’s love 

includes chastening. “For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth” (Hebrews 12:6). If God loves 

you, He will correct you. If your god never corrects you, you are worshiping a false god. The real 

God disciplines His children because He wants them clean. He wants them safe. He wants them 

holy. 

And God’s hate includes judgment because He is holy. A holy God does not shrug at pride, lies, 

blood, wicked plots, and discord. He judges. That judgment may be temporal, it may be delayed, 

but it is certain. The world thinks it can celebrate the things God hates and survive. It can’t. It is 

like drinking poison and calling it freedom. The collapse is built into the choice. 

So the practical lesson is simple: if God hates something, a wise man learns to hate it too. Not 

hate people in the flesh, not hate sinners with personal bitterness, but hate the sins God hates 

with holy opposition. “Ye that love the LORD, hate evil” (Psalms 97:10). If you love the LORD, 

you will not coddle what He condemns. You will not call poison “compassion.” You will not call 

pride “confidence.” You will not call lying “narrative.” You will not call discord “discernment.” You 

will hate evil because God hates evil, and you will love righteousness because God loves 

righteousness. 

Conclusion 



Proverbs 6:16-19 is God’s hate list, and it is not a list of personal preferences; it is a list of moral 

cancers. “These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him” 

(Proverbs 6:16). Pride, lying, shedding innocent blood, wicked imaginations, eager mischief, 

false witness, and sowing discord—these are the things that rot a man, rot a church, rot a 

nation. God’s hate is always connected to righteousness and justice, because God is holy. 

This passage destroys the foolish idea that love means approving everything. Holy love includes 

chastening. “For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth” (Hebrews 12:6). Holy hate includes 

judgment, because a holy God must oppose what destroys His creation and defies His order. The 

world celebrates the very things God hates, then wonders why it is collapsing. It exalts pride, 

plays with lies, shrugs at innocent blood, rewards wicked imaginations, applauds mischief, 

weaponizes false witness, and calls discord “truth-telling.” Then it acts shocked when trust dies, 

peace dies, and stability dies. 

So the wise man learns the lesson God wrote in ink. If God hates something, learn to hate it too. 

Aim your hatred where God aims His—at evil, at corruption, at deceit, at injustice, at division. 

And aim your love where God aims His—at truth, righteousness, mercy, and holiness. That is not 

harsh. That is sanity. That is Bible. 

 

 

27 of 40: The Anatomy of Hate - God Hates Corrupt Worship 

Introduction 

The worst kind of wickedness in the Bible is not the wickedness that happens in the bar. It is the 

wickedness that happens in the temple. A drunk in a ditch knows he’s a mess, but a hypocrite in 

a choir robe thinks he’s safe because he sang loud. The modern church world has been trained 

to measure “spirituality” by atmosphere—lights, music, hands raised, tears flowing, a well-

timed crescendo, and a preacher who knows how to land a story. Meanwhile, the same people 

will protect sin, excuse rebellion, and refuse repentance, then walk out feeling “blessed.” The 

God of the Bible doesn’t call that worship. He calls it corruption. And He doesn’t merely “dislike” 

it—He says He hates it. 

Listen to the language the Holy Ghost chose. “I hate, I despise your feast days, and I will not 

smell in your solemn assemblies” (Amos 5:21). That isn’t God saying, “Your music style isn’t my 

preference.” That is God saying, “Your religion stinks.” Isaiah is just as blunt: “Your new moons 

and your appointed feasts my soul hateth: they are a trouble unto me; I am weary to bear 

them” (Isaiah 1:14). God says His soul hates their religious calendar because the calendar had 

become a cover for rebellion. The feasts were still on the schedule, but holiness was not in the 



heart. The sacrifices were still offered, but justice was still denied. The songs were still sung, but 

the hands were still bloody. 

In this essay I’m going to show that God does not accept worship as a substitute for obedience. 

When worship becomes performance, and sin is protected, God calls it abomination and says 

He hates it. This will confront the modern addiction to atmosphere, music, and emotional 

release that replaces repentance. God’s hatred here is mercy, because it refuses to let a 

hypocrite feel safe. The LORD will not let you use church as a hiding place from Him. He hates 

religion that hides rebellion, because He loves truth enough to expose it. 

1. God’s “I Hate” Verses: When Heaven Rejects the Service 

Amos records the LORD saying, “I hate, I despise your feast days” (Amos 5:21). Those feast days 

were originally commanded by God. That means the problem wasn’t the feast itself; the 

problem was the people using God’s commands as a costume while living in sin. The LORD goes 

on: “Though ye offer me burnt offerings and your meat offerings, I will not accept them” (Amos 

5:22). They were doing the motions. God refused the meaning. 

Isaiah shows the same verdict. “Your new moons and your appointed feasts my soul hateth” 

(Isaiah 1:14). Again, those were appointed by God. The sin is not “having a service.” The sin is 

corrupting the service—using worship as cover while refusing obedience. God says, “they are a 

trouble unto me; I am weary to bear them” (Isaiah 1:14). Imagine Almighty God saying He is 

weary of your church schedule. That is not a light matter. 

So the first lesson is this: God can reject religious activity. You can have a full building and an 

empty heaven. You can have loud music and silent prayers. You can have an altar call and no 

repentance. You can have tears and still be hard-hearted. If God refuses the offering, the 

offering is worthless, no matter how “beautiful” it felt. 

2. Worship Is Not a Bribe: God Will Not Be Paid Off With Praise 

One of the oldest religious lies is that you can pay God off with worship. You sin all week, then 

you show up and sing loud on Sunday like praise is a bribe. You treat worship like a spiritual 

transaction: “I’ll give God His hour, and He’ll leave me alone.” That is pagan religion. That is not 

Bible faith. 

God doesn’t accept worship as a substitute for obedience because God wants the heart, not the 

performance. In Isaiah 1, after saying He hates their feasts, the LORD says, “When ye come to 

appear before me, who hath required this at your hand, to tread my courts?” (Isaiah 1:12). He’s 

not denying that He commanded worship; He’s exposing that their attendance had become 

trampling, not honoring. They were walking on holy ground with unholy hearts. 



Then He goes straight to their hands: “When ye spread forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes 

from you: yea, when ye make many prayers, I will not hear: your hands are full of blood” (Isaiah 

1:15). That is God saying, “Don’t lift those hands to Me while they’re stained.” God does not 

take worship from dirty hands that refuse cleansing. The point is not perfection; the point is 

repentance. God will receive a broken spirit. He will not receive a proud show. 

So if you are using worship to avoid obedience, your worship is not worship. It is bribery. And 

God hates bribery religion because it treats Him like a corrupt judge you can buy. 

3. The Real Issue: Corrupt Worship Protects Sin and Punishes Truth 

Corrupt worship always has a pattern: it protects sin and punishes truth. It will celebrate music 

and personalities, but it will not tolerate rebuke. It will shout “amen” to blessings, but it will 

grow silent when sin is named. It will fund entertainment, but it will starve holiness. It will cover 

the sins of insiders while publicly condemning outsiders. 

That’s why Amos doesn’t stop at the feast days. He says, “Take thou away from me the noise of 

thy songs; for I will not hear the melody of thy viols” (Amos 5:23). God called their songs 

“noise” because their hearts were wrong. And then He tells them what He actually wants: “But 

let judgment run down as waters, and righteousness as a mighty stream” (Amos 5:24). God is 

not impressed with a band if the poor are being crushed and justice is being perverted. God 

wants righteousness. 

Isaiah does the same. After rejecting their prayers, God says, “Wash you, make you clean; put 

away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes; cease to do evil; Learn to do well; seek 

judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow” (Isaiah 1:16-17). 

That is obedience. That is repentance. That is fruit. So the LORD’s hatred of corrupt worship is 

not arbitrary; it is moral. He hates worship that hides rebellion because that kind of worship is 

used to justify continued sin. 

4. Performance Worship: Atmosphere as a Replacement for Repentance 

Now bring it into the modern church world. The addiction is atmosphere. People chase a 

feeling. They want the emotional release of music, the goosebumps, the tears, the “moment.” 

They call it “the presence of God” while their private life stays unchanged. They come to get a 

spiritual high, not to get holy. They want worship as therapy, not worship as surrender. 

That is exactly what Isaiah and Amos condemn: religion that performs while the heart resists. 

Emotional release is not repentance. Tears are not surrender. Loud singing is not obedience. A 

raised hand can be a lie if the heart is clenched in rebellion. That’s why God says, “Bring no 

more vain oblations” (Isaiah 1:13). “Vain” means empty. It’s form without substance. 



And the reason modern performance worship is so seductive is because it lets the hypocrite feel 

safe. It lets the rebel feel spiritual. It lets a man think he is right with God because he had a 

powerful moment, even if he never confessed sin, never made restitution, never humbled 

himself, never reconciled, never obeyed. Corrupt worship is dangerous because it gives false 

assurance. 

So when God says, “I hate, I despise your feast days” (Amos 5:21), that hatred is mercy. It 

refuses to let a hypocrite settle into comfort. It refuses to let a rebel sleep under a blanket of 

music. God’s hatred here is God saying, “I love you enough to tell you the truth: you are not safe 

just because you’re religious.” 

5. God’s Hatred as Mercy: He Refuses to Let Hypocrisy Feel Safe 

This is where weak preaching fails. Weak preaching wants everybody to feel safe. It wants to 

end the service with a smile and a quote and a warm handshake. But God doesn’t always make 

people feel safe, because some people aren’t safe. If a man is hiding rebellion under worship, 

the most merciful thing God can do is strip away the illusion. 

Isaiah shows that mercy clearly. After condemning their worship, God offers cleansing: “Wash 

you, make you clean” (Isaiah 1:16). Then He gives the invitation: “Come now, and let us reason 

together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow” (Isaiah 

1:18). God isn’t condemning to destroy; He’s condemning to awaken. He hates the corrupt 

worship because He wants the sinner to stop using religion as a hiding place and come into the 

light. 

And that’s exactly why corrupt worship is so offensive: it is not merely sin; it is sin pretending to 

be righteousness. It is rebellion singing hymns. It is pride quoting Scripture. It is a liar praying 

loud. That kind of hypocrisy makes a man twice dead, because he is lost and convinced he is 

found. God’s hatred is mercy because it breaks that delusion. 

So if you have ever felt the LORD rebuke your “worship” because your heart wasn’t right, don’t 

call that harsh. Call it love. “For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth” (Hebrews 12:6). God 

chastens the hypocrite by refusing his hypocrisy. 

6. The Cure: Obedience, Justice, Clean Hands, and Broken Hearts 

Amos gives the cure in one sentence: “Let judgment run down as waters, and righteousness as a 

mighty stream” (Amos 5:24). God wants justice and righteousness. He wants truth in the inward 

parts. He wants a people who do right when nobody is watching, not a people who sing right 

when everybody is watching. 

Isaiah gives the cure in practical commands: “Cease to do evil; Learn to do well; seek judgment, 

relieve the oppressed” (Isaiah 1:16-17). That is not salvation by works; that is repentance 



producing fruit. That is a heart that has been confronted by truth and is now turning. God is not 

asking for perfection; He is asking for honesty. He is asking for humility. He is asking for 

submission. 

And worship that flows out of obedience is sweet to God. A clean conscience sings differently 

than a guilty conscience. A repentant man prays differently than a defiant man. A surrendered 

heart worships with reality, not with performance. When worship is true, it is not used to hide 

sin; it is used to magnify the God who cleanses sin. 

So the cure is not “less worship.” The cure is clean worship—worship that is rooted in 

repentance, truth, and obedience. The LORD hates corrupt worship, not because He hates 

singing, but because He hates rebellion disguised as singing. 

7. God Hates Religion That Hides Rebellion: A Warning to the Modern Church 

This study has teeth because it lands on the modern church world like a hammer. We have 

churches that are professional in production and amateur in holiness. We have platforms full of 

talent and pews full of compromise. We have sermons designed to soothe, not to convict. We 

have “worship nights” that create emotional waves but produce no moral change. And we have 

people who think they are right with God because they love the atmosphere. 

God’s verdict hasn’t changed. If worship becomes performance, and sin is protected, God says 

He hates it. “I hate, I despise your feast days” (Amos 5:21). “Your appointed feasts my soul 

hateth” (Isaiah 1:14). That is not Old Testament mean God. That is holy God. And the same God 

who rejected their noise can reject modern noise. 

So the warning is simple: don’t use religion to hide rebellion. Don’t use worship to cover sin. 

Don’t use singing to avoid repentance. Don’t use church attendance as a substitute for 

obedience. God’s hatred of corrupt worship is not Him being difficult; it is Him being righteous. 

It is Him refusing to be mocked. It is Him refusing to let the hypocrite feel safe. 

And if God hates it, a wise man learns to hate it too. Not hate worship—hate corrupt worship. 

Hate performance religion. Hate hypocrisy. Hate the lie that atmosphere equals holiness. Hate 

the idea that emotional release is repentance. If you love the LORD, you will hate the kind of 

religion that insults Him. 

Conclusion 

“I hate, I despise your feast days” (Amos 5:21) and “Your new moons and your appointed feasts 

my soul hateth” (Isaiah 1:14) are not verses for theological debate; they are warnings for every 

religious person who thinks God can be impressed by performance. God does not accept 

worship as a substitute for obedience. When worship becomes a show, and sin is protected, 

God calls it abomination and says He hates it. He rejects noise when He is asking for 



righteousness. He rejects lifted hands when those hands refuse cleansing. He rejects many 

prayers when the heart refuses repentance. 

This confronts the modern addiction to atmosphere, music, and emotional release that replaces 

repentance. Corrupt worship is dangerous because it makes hypocrites feel safe. It lets rebels 

think they are spiritual. It gives false assurance. God’s hatred here is mercy, because it refuses to 

let a hypocrite feel safe. The LORD exposes religious fraud because He loves truth and He loves 

souls. “Wash you, make you clean” (Isaiah 1:16) is the invitation that follows the rebuke, and 

“though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow” (Isaiah 1:18) is the mercy 

offered to the honest. 

So learn the lesson God wrote in plain words: God hates religion that hides rebellion. He hates 

worship that is used as a cover for sin. He hates performance that replaces obedience. And if 

you love the LORD, you will hate that kind of corruption too—not because you’re harsh, but 

because you’re sane. Real worship is not noise. Real worship is obedience, clean hands, a 

broken heart, and righteousness running like a mighty stream. 

 

 

28 of 40: The Anatomy of Hate - God Hates Idolatry and the Things Done “Which He Hateth” 

Introduction 

The modern world has turned idolatry into a museum word. They think idols are little stone 

statues in a jungle somewhere, and as long as you don’t bow to a carved face, you’re safe. The 

Bible doesn’t talk that way. In Scripture, idolatry is not a primitive mistake; it is a deliberate 

substitute. It is a choice to replace the living God with something manageable. That is why 

idolatry is not merely error; it is hatred for God expressed through substitution. You are telling 

the LORD, “I want a god, but I don’t want You. I want worship, but I don’t want holiness. I want 

comfort, but I don’t want truth. I want blessing, but I don’t want obedience.” That is not 

neutrality. That is rejection. That is covenant betrayal. 

Deuteronomy makes it plain that idolatry is tied to abomination and hatred. The LORD warns 

Israel not to imitate the heathen’s worship: “Thou shalt not do so unto the LORD thy God: for 

every abomination to the LORD, which he hateth, have they done unto their gods” 

(Deuteronomy 12:31). That sentence is loaded. It says the heathen do things in worship that 

God hates, and the temptation for Israel is to copy it. Then again: “Neither shalt thou set thee 

up any image; which the LORD thy God hateth” (Deuteronomy 16:22). God doesn’t just “prefer” 

not to be imaged. He hates it. Why? Because it reduces Him, distorts Him, replaces Him, and 

opens the door to devils. 



In this essay I’m going to show how idolatry is hatred for God expressed through imitation of 

the heathen. People do not stumble into idolatry by accident; they choose it because it gives 

them a god they can control. This study connects hatred to substitution, because idolatry is 

always the trade: replace the holy God with a manageable idol. I will deal with modern forms of 

idolatry that wear respectable clothes—idols with suits on, idols with degrees, idols with church 

vocabulary—and I will show that God’s hatred of idolatry is God protecting His people from 

demons. Idols are not neutral. Behind idols are spirits, and God hates anything that drags His 

people into that darkness. 

1. “Which He Hateth”: God’s Verdict on Heathen Worship 

Deuteronomy 12:31 is one of the most direct statements in Scripture about why pagan worship 

is not “another path.” The LORD says, “Thou shalt not do so unto the LORD thy God: for every 

abomination to the LORD, which he hateth, have they done unto their gods” (Deuteronomy 

12:31). That means the heathen’s religion is not a harmless cultural expression. It is loaded with 

practices God hates. It is not “different.” It is abominable. 

Notice the danger: imitation. Israel is warned not to copy the heathen. That means idolatry 

often begins, not with a man saying, “I hate God,” but with a man saying, “I like their style.” He 

likes their celebration. He likes their sensuality. He likes their imagery. He likes their liberty. He 

likes the lack of restraint. He likes the atmosphere. And then he drags that into the worship of 

the true God and calls it “relevant.” God calls it abomination. 

Then Deuteronomy 16:22 adds, “Neither shalt thou set thee up any image; which the LORD thy 

God hateth” (Deuteronomy 16:22). The LORD’s hatred here is not irrational. It is protective. An 

image always lies about God because it freezes Him into a form you can manage. It reduces 

infinite holiness to something you can hold. It trades the Creator for a created thing. That is why 

God hates it. It is a theological lie in physical form. 

So the foundation is clear: idolatry is not a preference issue. It is a hatred issue. The LORD calls 

the practices abomination and says He hates them. If you want to know what God hates, look at 

what idolatry produces. 

2. Idolatry as Hatred: Rejection of Covenant and Authority 

When God says certain practices are “which he hateth” (Deuteronomy 12:31), He is telling you 

idolatry is not just ignorance—it is rebellion. The first commandment is not “Be spiritual.” It is 

exclusive loyalty. “Thou shalt have no other gods before me” (Exodus 20:3). If you put another 

god there, you are declaring disloyalty. You are declaring rejection. You are declaring hatred in 

the Bible sense—choosing another allegiance. 



That’s why the LORD describes Himself as jealous in the context of idolatry: “I the LORD thy God 

am a jealous God” (Exodus 20:5). Jealousy here isn’t insecurity; it’s covenant. God is not 

competing with statues; He is judging betrayal. Idolatry is spiritual adultery. You are taking what 

belongs to God—worship, trust, obedience—and giving it to a substitute. 

And that is why neutrality is a myth. The modern man says, “I’m spiritual, but not religious.” The 

Bible says if you are not worshiping the true God, you are worshiping something else. You don’t 

get a vacuum. The heart will bow somewhere. Idolatry is that bowing—whether to wood, to 

gold, to self, to pleasure, to power, to approval. And when the heart bows to anything else, it is 

rejecting the LORD’s authority. That is hatred expressed through substitution. 

3. The Control Factor: Why People Choose Manageable Gods 

People do not stumble into idolatry by accident. They choose it because it gives them a god 

they can control. The living God is holy. The living God speaks. The living God commands. The 

living God convicts. The living God chastens. “For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth” 

(Hebrews 12:6). That is terrifying to a rebel. A rebel doesn’t want a God who corrects; he wants 

a god who cooperates. 

So the idol is built to be manageable. It won’t rebuke you. It won’t demand repentance. It won’t 

expose your secret sin. It won’t call your lust wicked. It won’t tell you to forgive your enemy. It 

won’t tell you to deny yourself. It won’t tell you to be holy. It will sit there while you live 

however you want, and you can still call yourself “spiritual.” That is the appeal. 

And even when the idol is “respectable,” the same control is at play. A man will choose a version 

of God that never contradicts him. He will choose a god of vague love who never warns of 

judgment. He will choose a god who blesses his ambitions and baptizes his appetites. That is 

idolatry. It is not always a statue; sometimes it is a doctrine crafted to excuse sin. But the heart 

motive is the same: control. 

So idolatry is not merely wrong worship; it is desired wrong worship. It is chosen because it 

offers autonomy. That is why it is hatred toward God. It is a refusal to be ruled. 

4. Imitation of the Heathen: The Doorway Sin of “Borrowed Worship” 

Deuteronomy warns Israel not to imitate the nations: “Thou shalt not do so unto the LORD thy 

God” (Deuteronomy 12:31). That implies the temptation was to borrow methods, borrow 

symbols, borrow rituals, and just paste God’s name on them. That is how idolatry often enters: 

not by denying God outright, but by mixing Him with something else until He is no longer 

Himself. 

This is why the Bible is strict about images, groves, and pagan patterns. The heathen’s worship 

was tied to abominations. When you import their forms, you eventually import their spirit. 



People always think they can manage the borrowing. They think they can keep the “fun part” 

and leave the “wicked part.” God says it doesn’t work that way. The borrowed worship becomes 

the seed of rebellion because it trains the heart to crave what God forbids. 

And here is the key: imitation is a confession that God’s way isn’t enough. It says, “God’s 

worship is too plain, too strict, too demanding, too convicting. We need something else.” That 

mindset is already idolatry. It is already contempt for God’s design. It is already the heart 

leaning toward substitutes. And once the heart leans, the feet follow. 

So when God says He hates those abominations, He’s not being petty. He is stopping the 

infection at the doorway. Imitation is how the devil gets his foot in the church. He always offers 

“a little bit” at first. 

5. Modern Idols in Respectable Clothes: The “Christian” Substitute Problem 

Now deal with the modern forms, because that’s where people get fooled. Modern idolatry 

often wears respectable clothes. It doesn’t look like a statue; it looks like a lifestyle. It looks like 

a career. It looks like a platform. It looks like a ministry brand. It looks like family approval. It 

looks like political salvation. It looks like money. It looks like comfort. It looks like entertainment. 

It looks like being liked. 

The heart can make an idol out of anything when that thing becomes the center of loyalty, trust, 

and obedience. If you obey it more than you obey the Book, it’s an idol. If you fear losing it 

more than you fear God, it’s an idol. If you compromise truth to keep it, it’s an idol. If you can’t 

repent because it would threaten it, it’s an idol. That is substitution. That is hatred toward God, 

because you are choosing the substitute over obedience. 

Even “religious” things can become idols when they replace the living God. A man can idolize a 

church experience, a worship style, a personality preacher, a tradition, a reputation as “sound,” 

and end up worshiping the thing instead of the Lord. The Pharisees did that with their system. 

They loved the system more than the Savior. That is why Jesus said they made void the 

commandments of God by their tradition. The system became the god. 

So when God hates idolatry, He also hates the respectable versions that hide behind “good 

intentions.” Idolatry is still idolatry when it wears a tie. Substitution is still substitution when it 

carries a Bible. 

6. Demonic Protection: God’s Hatred as a Shield for His People 

Here is where modern Christianity gets naïve: idols are not neutral. Behind idols are devils. The 

Bible says, “The things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, and not to God” (1 

Corinthians 10:20). That means pagan worship is not just human imagination; it is spiritual 



traffic. When a man bows to an idol, he is not bowing into emptiness. He is opening himself to 

spirits. 

That’s why Deuteronomy’s warning is so severe. The LORD says the heathen do abominations 

“which he hateth” (Deuteronomy 12:31). Those practices were often tied to horrific acts, 

including child sacrifice in the same verse context. God hates it because it is demonic cruelty 

dressed as religion. Idolatry always degrades. It always corrupts. It always leads to darkness 

because it is connected to the prince of darkness. 

So God’s hatred of idolatry is mercy and protection. It is the Shepherd hating the wolf. It is the 

Father hating the poison. It is the King hating treason. God’s commands against images and 

imitation are not arbitrary rules; they are fences around a cliff. The LORD knows what’s on the 

other side of the fence. 

And the believer must learn this: flirting with idolatry is flirting with devils. Playing with pagan 

worship patterns is playing with spiritual contamination. God’s hatred is the alarm bell. Ignore it, 

and you will learn the hard way why He hates it. 

7. The Cure: Exclusive Loyalty, Plain Obedience, and Hate for Substitutes 

The cure for idolatry is not a better idol. It is exclusive loyalty to the LORD. “Thou shalt fear the 

LORD thy God, and serve him” (Deuteronomy 6:13). The cure is to treat God as God, not as one 

option among many. It is to submit to His Word, not to negotiate with it. It is to refuse the 

temptation of manageable gods and accept the holiness of the living God. 

This is where hatred becomes righteous in the believer. The saint must learn to hate substitutes. 

“Ye that love the LORD, hate evil” (Psalms 97:10). Idolatry is evil because it is substitution. So a 

wise man learns to hate the very impulse to replace God. He learns to hate the itch for a god 

that never corrects. He learns to hate the craving for religious entertainment that bypasses 

repentance. He learns to hate the desire for spiritual shortcuts. 

And he learns to examine his own heart constantly, because idols don’t always announce 

themselves. They creep in through fear and desire. They creep in through pain and ambition. 

They creep in through comfort and vanity. The heart must be kept with all diligence. The Word 

must be the measuring rod. If anything is competing with God for throne-room loyalty, it must 

be named and cast down. 

This is not misery. This is freedom. Idols enslave. The living God liberates. Substitutes shrink 

your soul. The true God enlarges it. God hates idolatry because He refuses to let His people live 

under the dominion of a fake god. 

Conclusion 



Deuteronomy warns Israel not to imitate the heathen’s abominations “which the LORD… 

hateth” (Deuteronomy 12:31), and it commands, “Neither shalt thou set thee up any image; 

which the LORD thy God hateth” (Deuteronomy 16:22). That is God drawing a bright line: 

idolatry is not harmless culture, and it is not innocent spirituality. Idolatry is hatred for God 

expressed through substitution. It is the choice to replace the holy God with a manageable idol, 

a god you can control, a god that won’t rebuke, a god that won’t demand repentance. 

People don’t stumble into idolatry by accident. They choose it because it lets them keep their 

sin while still feeling spiritual. They choose it because it offers autonomy. They choose it 

because it dresses rebellion in religious clothing. And modern idols are often respectable—

money, comfort, approval, platform, entertainment, tradition, reputation—anything that steals 

loyalty and obedience from the LORD. Substitution is still substitution, even when it wears a suit 

and carries a Bible. 

And God’s hatred of idolatry is God protecting His people from demons, because idols are not 

neutral. “The things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils” (1 Corinthians 10:20). 

God hates idolatry the way a father hates a predator near his child. His hatred is a shield. His 

commands are fences. His warnings are mercy. So the wise man learns to hate what God 

hates—especially substitutes—and to give the LORD what idolatry refuses: exclusive loyalty, 

plain obedience, and worship that is truth in the inward parts. 

 

 

29 of 40: The Anatomy of Hate - “He Hateth Putting Away” and Treachery in the Home 

Introduction 

Most people picture hatred like a fist on a table, a voice raised, a door slammed, a public blow-

up that everybody can see. The Bible will show you another form of hatred that is far more 

common and far more deadly because it hides behind “reasonable explanations.” It is hatred 

that doesn’t scream—it withdraws. It doesn’t throw punches—it starves affection. It doesn’t 

threaten—it abandons. It is calculated coldness. It is neglect that slowly murders a covenant 

while still keeping up appearances. And God sees it. God calls it what it is. God does not let a 

man dress violence up in polite language and call it “just growing apart.” 

Malachi is not written to heathen; it is written to religious men who knew the covenant 

language and still violated it. The LORD speaks with a bluntness modern Christianity has tried to 

sand down: “For the LORD, the God of Israel, saith that he hateth putting away” (Malachi 2:16). 

That verse is not a license for cruelty. It is not permission for a man to trap someone in danger. 

It is a warning against treacherous covenant breaking. The whole context is treachery—men 



dealing treacherously with the wife of their youth while still bringing offerings to the altar. They 

were doing “church” while murdering vows. 

In this essay I’m going to show how hatred often expresses itself as abandonment, neglect, and 

calculated coldness, not just shouting. I’m going to show how God sees the violence hidden 

under the garment of excuses, and how He connects marriage treachery with spiritual treachery 

because covenant-breaking is never limited to the home. The same heart that breaks vows to a 

spouse will break vows to God. This lesson presses for integrity, repentance, and fear of God in 

private life, because God does not measure you by your public religion; He measures you by 

your covenant faithfulness when nobody is applauding. 

1. Malachi 2:16 in Context: Covenant Treachery, Not a Weapon Verse 

The key to Malachi 2 is the word treachery. Over and over, God says His people “deal 

treacherously.” The prophet is not addressing a rare divorce case; he is addressing a pattern of 

covenant contempt. The LORD is exposing men who treated marriage like a disposable contract 

while pretending to be spiritual men. That is why God says, “he hateth putting away” (Malachi 

2:16). He hates the casual throwing away of covenant. 

The modern mind wants to yank that verse out and use it like a club, but God wrote it like a 

mirror. The mirror is pointed at treacherous hearts. It is aimed at men who used religious 

activity to cover private rebellion. The same chapter shows God rejecting their worship because 

their hands were unclean in covenant life. They wondered why God wasn’t answering. God told 

them why. 

So Malachi 2:16 is not permission to be cruel to someone trapped in danger. It is a 

condemnation of treachery—the cold discarding of a spouse, the betrayal of vows, the violence 

done under polite cover. God is not defending abuse; God is condemning betrayal. Treachery is 

the theme, and “putting away” is one of its ugliest expressions. 

And the fact God speaks in hatred language matters. God’s hatred is moral opposition. God 

hates what destroys covenant trust because He is the covenant God. He hates treachery 

because it is the opposite of His character. He is faithful. Treachery is unfaithful. That is why the 

LORD speaks like this. It is not mood; it is holiness. 

2. Hatred in the Home: Abandonment, Neglect, and Cold Calculation 

Hatred in a marriage does not always show up as shouting. Sometimes it shows up as silence. It 

shows up as absence. It shows up as a husband who is physically present but emotionally gone. 

It shows up as a spouse who withholds affection as punishment. It shows up as neglect 

disguised as “busy.” It shows up as a slow withdrawal of kindness until the other person feels 

alone inside the covenant. 



That is why the Bible connects hatred with the heart, not just the mouth. “Thou shalt not hate 

thy brother in thine heart” (Leviticus 19:17). If hatred can be hidden in the heart, it can be 

hidden in the home. A man can keep his voice calm and still be violent in his neglect. He can 

keep his hands clean and still shed blood in the sense that he is killing a soul with coldness. 

Malachi says something chilling: the LORD sees “violence” connected with putting away. “For 

the LORD, the God of Israel, saith that he hateth putting away: for one covereth violence with 

his garment” (Malachi 2:16). That’s the phrase. Violence covered with a garment. That is what 

treachery does. It covers. It dresses itself. It hides. It uses excuses as fabric. “We just weren’t 

compatible.” “We grew apart.” “I need to find myself.” The garment is made of phrases. The 

violence is real. 

So the lesson is this: hatred in the home can be quiet, polite, strategic, and still be hatred. God 

sees it as violence when it destroys the covenant by treachery. He is not fooled by calm tones if 

the heart is murderous. 

3. “Violence Covered With His Garment”: God Sees the Hidden Crime 

That line in Malachi 2:16 is one of the most revealing phrases in Scripture. A garment is what 

you wear to present yourself. It’s your cover. It’s how you appear. God says some men cover 

violence with their garment. That means they present an image of respectability while 

committing violence in covenant life. 

Religious men are especially tempted to do this because they want to keep reputation while 

indulging treachery. They don’t want to be seen as wicked, so they become strategic. They 

manage optics. They craft narratives. They perform righteousness publicly while being ruthless 

privately. They treat a spouse like a disposable object while still wanting the honor of being 

called a “godly man.” God says He hates it. 

And God’s hatred here is not emotional fragility. It is justice. A covenant is not a joke. A vow is 

not theater. A marriage is not merely a social arrangement; it is a covenant before God. That’s 

why Scripture says the wife is “the wife of thy covenant” (Malachi 2:14). Covenant language 

means God is witness. When you deal treacherously, you are sinning before God even if you 

have legal cover before man. 

So Malachi exposes the great scam: treachery with a religious garment. It is hypocrisy in the 

purest form. God is telling you that He counts it as violence. You may call it “a clean break.” God 

calls it covered violence. That should put fear in any man who thinks he can justify treachery 

with smooth words. 

4. The Heart of Covenant-Breaking: Lust, Pride, and Self-Worship 



Why does a man “put away” and deal treacherously? The Bible doesn’t leave you guessing. In 

Deuteronomy, you already saw marriage hatred tied to false accusation and cruelty 

(Deuteronomy 22:13). You saw it tied to cold rejection (Deuteronomy 24:3). Those patterns 

reveal a deeper root: lust and pride. Lust wants what it wants, then hates the person who 

becomes an inconvenience. Pride wants freedom, then resents accountability. Self-worship 

wants pleasure, then calls covenant “a burden.” 

That’s why treachery often follows when responsibility arrives. A man can call lust “love” until 

the bill comes due. When children, finances, sickness, aging, or hard seasons arrive, lust is 

exposed because lust is not covenant. Covenant stays. Lust leaves. And when lust leaves, it often 

leaves with contempt, because lust hates anything that reminds it of duty. 

The world teaches people to follow feelings. God teaches people to fear God. Feelings are a 

terrible foundation for covenant because feelings change. Covenant is built on word and 

faithfulness. God is faithful, even when His people are not. So when a man breaks covenant, he 

is not just choosing a different life; he is declaring that self is god. That’s idolatry in the home. 

So hatred and treachery are connected. Hatred is allegiance rejection. Treachery is covenant 

rejection. Both come from the same root: a heart that wants autonomy more than holiness. 

That heart will break a vow because it never truly honored the God who heard the vow. 

5. Marriage Treachery and Spiritual Treachery: The Same Heart Breaks Both 

Here is where Malachi gets uncomfortable: covenant-breaking is never limited to the home. The 

same heart that breaks vows to a spouse will break vows to God. Why? Because covenant is 

covenant. Faithfulness is faithfulness. If a man is treacherous in the most intimate oath he ever 

made, do not tell me he will be faithful in invisible things. He will not. 

That is why God ties their marital treachery to their worship problems. Their offerings were not 

being received because their private life contradicted their public religion. God was not 

“impressed” with the altar activity. He saw the home. He saw the vows. He saw the violence 

covered with a garment. And He responded accordingly. 

Scripture is consistent on this principle: you cannot compartmentalize sin. A man who lies at 

home will lie at church. A man who betrays in marriage will betray in ministry. A man who deals 

treacherously with his spouse will deal treacherously with brethren. The heart doesn’t change 

masks that easily. It may change language, but it carries the same spirit. 

So this study presses the point hard: if you want to know what kind of Christian a man is, watch 

how he treats covenant. Not how he talks about covenant. Not how he posts verses about 

covenant. Watch how he keeps vows when nobody is clapping. God reads covenant life as a 

spiritual barometer. Treachery in the home reveals treachery in the soul. 



6. Repentance and Integrity: Fear of God in Private Life 

The cure for treachery is not better excuses. It is repentance. It is fear of God. It is a man getting 

honest before the LORD and admitting, “I have dealt treacherously.” The cure is integrity—one 

life, not two. One heart, not a stage heart and a private heart. One standard, not a public 

holiness and private indulgence. 

This is where the fear of the LORD becomes medicine. The fear of the LORD makes a man 

careful with vows. The fear of the LORD makes a man tremble at the idea of “covering violence 

with his garment.” The fear of the LORD makes a man think about judgment, not just about 

comfort. It reminds him God is witness. God is judge. God is not mocked. 

And integrity means you treat your spouse as a covenant partner, not a disposable tool. It 

means you stop using neglect as punishment and start using truth as light. It means if sin has 

crept in—pornography, adultery, bitterness, abuse, manipulation, lies—you bring it into the light 

and deal with it like a Christian, not like a politician. It means you stop rehearsing excuses and 

start owning guilt. 

God’s love includes chastening, and sometimes that chastening comes through the collapse of 

what you tried to manage. “For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth” (Hebrews 12:6). If God is 

putting His finger on your private life, that is mercy. He is warning you before you reap what 

treachery sows. 

7. A Word to the Church: Don’t Sanctify Treachery With Religion 

One of the great sins of the religious world is sanctifying treachery with spiritual language. 

People will talk about “God wants me happy” while they ruin a covenant. They will talk about 

“peace” while they sow devastation. They will talk about “calling” while they abandon vows. 

That is not spirituality. That is rebellion using Bible words like camouflage. 

Malachi’s point is that God hates that camouflage. God hates violence covered with a garment. 

God hates putting away when it is treacherous covenant-breaking. And God hates the worship 

that tries to continue while the treachery continues. He will not be bribed by offerings. He will 

not be soothed by songs. He wants righteousness in the home and truth in the heart. 

This is not a call to be cruel to the wounded or to trap people in danger. It is a call to stop 

excusing betrayal as if it were spiritual maturity. It is a call for the church to stop applauding 

people who can tell a moving story while leaving destruction behind them. It is a call for pastors 

to preach integrity, not to manage optics. God is not fooled. The congregation may be, but God 

is not. 

So the warning is sobering: if you are dealing treacherously, God is against you. If you are 

covering violence with a garment, God sees it. If you are using religion to hide rebellion, God 



hates that religion. And if you fear God, you will repent, you will make it right as far as possible, 

and you will stop acting like covenant is disposable. 

Conclusion 

Malachi 2:16 says the LORD “hateth putting away,” and that verse is not a license for cruelty; it 

is a warning against treacherous covenant breaking. God is confronting religious men who 

thought they could break vows in private and still be accepted in public worship. He exposes a 

form of hatred that is often quieter than shouting—abandonment, neglect, calculated coldness, 

and the slow murder of covenant trust. And He calls it what it is: “violence covered with his 

garment” (Malachi 2:16). God sees the violence hidden under the garment of excuses. 

This study also shows that marriage treachery and spiritual treachery come from the same 

heart. Covenant-breaking is never limited to the home. The heart that breaks vows to a spouse 

will break vows to God, because it is a heart that worships self over holiness. That is why God 

refuses religious cover for domestic betrayal. He will not accept worship as a substitute for 

integrity. He will not bless treachery because a man can sing. 

So the call is clear: fear God in private life. Keep your vows. Repent where you have dealt 

treacherously. Refuse the respectable garments that hide violence. Choose integrity over 

convenience, holiness over comfort, and truth over excuses. God hates treachery because He 

loves covenant. And if you love the LORD, you will learn to hate what He hates—not the person, 

but the betrayal, the substitution, the cold violence that treats vows like trash. 

 

 

30 of 40: The Anatomy of Hate - The Nicolaitans and Hating What God Hates 

Introduction 

The modern church has been trained to fear one word more than it fears sin: hate. They will 

tolerate almost any doctrine as long as it is said softly, and they will accept almost any behavior 

as long as it is excused with a smile. Then they turn around and condemn a man for having 

backbone, discernment, and a Bible that still has teeth. They call him “hateful” because he 

won’t hold hands with heresy. They call him “divisive” because he won’t bless corruption. And 

they call it “love” when they compromise truth to keep the room comfortable. That is the devil’s 

switcheroo—he relabels poison as compassion and labels medicine as cruelty. 

The Lord Jesus Christ doesn’t play that game. In Revelation 2, Christ praises a church for hating 

something. That alone demolishes the childish idea that all hatred is sin. He says to Ephesus, 

“But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate” (Revelation 



2:6). Then He rebukes Pergamos for tolerating related corruption: “So hast thou also them that 

hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I hate” (Revelation 2:15). Jesus Christ 

commends hatred—when the object is spiritual poison. He also condemns toleration—when 

the thing tolerated is what He hates. 

So in this essay I’m going to show that there is a hatred that Jesus commends, and it is directed 

at corrupt doctrine and corrupt deeds inside the visible church. This is not hateful 

temperament; it is holy intolerance for spiritual poison. I will expose how doctrinal compromise 

is often sold as “love,” while biblical separation is labeled “hate.” The Lord flips that lie on its 

head. If Jesus hates a doctrine, you do not cuddle it—you cut it out. A surgeon doesn’t pet 

cancer. A shepherd doesn’t negotiate with wolves. And a Bible believer doesn’t babysit heresy in 

the name of unity. 

1. Christ’s Commended Hatred: A Direct Blow to Modern “Nice Religion” 

The first punch lands in Revelation 2:6. Jesus says, “But this thou hast, that thou hatest the 

deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate” (Revelation 2:6). He does not say, “You should be 

more tolerant.” He does not say, “You should be more inclusive.” He praises them for hatred—

because hatred aimed at evil is righteousness. The object matters. The target matters. The Bible 

does not treat hate as an emotion to be managed; it treats hate as allegiance in action. 

Notice what Christ praises: “thou hatest the deeds.” That means their hatred produced 

separation from corruption. It wasn’t a sermon series with no action. It wasn’t social media 

outrage with no discipline. It was real spiritual rejection of real spiritual wickedness. They 

refused participation. They refused endorsement. They refused fellowship with deeds that Jesus 

Christ Himself said He hated. 

And that also means Christ expects His churches to have moral and doctrinal boundaries. A 

church with no boundaries is not “loving.” It is leaking. It is compromised. It is open to 

infestation. Christ commends hatred when it is hatred of what He hates, because that hatred is 

proof of loyalty. If you love Him, you will not tolerate what He condemns. 

2. Deeds and Doctrine: The Poison Has Two Forms 

Revelation shows two sides of the same infection. In Ephesus it is “the deeds of the Nicolaitans” 

(Revelation 2:6). In Pergamos it is “the doctrine of the Nicolaitans” (Revelation 2:15). That is 

how spiritual poison works. It doesn’t stay theoretical. Corrupt doctrine produces corrupt 

deeds, and corrupt deeds are defended by corrupt doctrine. One feeds the other like a loop. 

Modern Christianity wants to separate belief from behavior. They want “grace” to mean “no 

accountability.” They want doctrine to be “secondary.” They want morality to be “personal 

choice.” Revelation says doctrine and deeds are connected, and Jesus hates both when they 



corrupt His churches. If you tolerate the doctrine, you will eventually tolerate the deeds. If you 

tolerate the deeds, you will eventually rewrite doctrine to excuse them. 

That’s why Christ doesn’t just say, “I don’t like it.” He says, “which thing I hate” (Revelation 

2:15). The Lord’s hatred here is moral opposition, not mood. He hates it because it destroys 

souls. It defiles His bride. It weakens testimony. It invites judgment. The Nicolaitan issue is not a 

petty disagreement; it is spiritual sabotage inside the visible church. 

So a church that wants to please Jesus must deal with both: the teaching and the lifestyle it 

produces. You don’t just correct a statement; you correct a system. You don’t just rebuke an act; 

you expose the doctrine that birthed it. 

3. “Love” as a Sales Pitch for Compromise: The Devil’s Label Swap 

Here is the world’s favorite trick, and it has infected churches: call compromise “love.” As long 

as you say it gently, you can deny anything. You can downplay judgment. You can soften hell. 

You can blur holiness. You can redefine sin. You can tolerate false teaching. You can celebrate 

rebellion. And then when a Bible believer objects, you call him hateful. That is exactly 

backwards. 

Christ flips it. He says hating what He hates is commendable. He says tolerating what He hates is 

wicked. That means the labels the world uses are lies. The world calls separation “hate,” and it 

calls compromise “love.” Jesus calls hatred of poison obedience, and He calls toleration of 

poison disobedience. 

This matters because the visible church is constantly pressured to merge with the spirit of the 

age. The pressure isn’t always persecution; it’s often seduction. It’s sold as unity, progress, 

relevance, and love. But if “love” requires you to stop hating what Christ hates, that “love” is not 

from God. “Ye that love the LORD, hate evil” (Psalms 97:10). That is Bible. 

So when people tell you, “If you really loved, you’d accept this doctrine,” you answer, “If I really 

loved Jesus, I’d hate what He hates.” The standard is not modern feelings. The standard is 

Christ’s verdict. 

4. Holy Intolerance Is Not a Temperament; It’s a Duty 

This is where people get confused. They think discernment is personality. They think boldness is 

temperament. They think separation is a “type of Christian.” Revelation says it is duty. If Jesus 

hates something, and you belong to Jesus, then you do not have the right to treat lightly what 

He treats seriously. 

Holy intolerance is not the same as a hateful spirit. A hateful spirit targets people with fleshly 

cruelty. Holy intolerance targets corruption with spiritual firmness. It doesn’t take pleasure in 



harm; it takes pleasure in truth. It doesn’t love conflict; it loves purity. It doesn’t desire to 

wound; it desires to protect. That is why Christ commends it. A church that hates spiritual 

poison is a church that is trying to protect sheep. 

The New Testament is full of this. Paul said, “A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump” 

(Galatians 5:9). Leaven spreads. That’s why you don’t tolerate it. That’s why you confront it. 

That’s why you separate from it when necessary. Paul also said, “Mark them which cause 

divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them” 

(Romans 16:17). Avoiding is not hatred; it is obedience. It is love for truth and love for the flock. 

So the Nicolaitan lesson is not an invitation to be nasty. It is a command to be clean. It is Jesus 

telling you that spiritual poison must be resisted, not embraced. 

5. Pergamos: When Toleration Becomes Treason 

Christ’s rebuke to Pergamos is sobering: “So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the 

Nicolaitans, which thing I hate” (Revelation 2:15). The problem is not that the doctrine existed 

out in the world; the problem is that it existed inside the church and was being held, tolerated, 

permitted. That is treason in Christ’s eyes, because the church is supposed to be “the pillar and 

ground of the truth” (1 Timothy 3:15). 

When a church tolerates what Christ hates, it becomes a shelter for corruption. It becomes a 

hospital that refuses to treat disease. It becomes a shepherd that feeds wolves. And Christ will 

not ignore it. The context of Revelation 2 shows that Christ threatens discipline on churches that 

tolerate corruption. He walks among the candlesticks. He examines. He warns. He judges. The 

idea that Christ just smiles while a church compromises is not Bible. He rebukes. He chastens. 

He removes candlesticks. 

So toleration is not neutral. Toleration is a decision. It is taking a side. It is siding with “peace” 

over purity. It is siding with comfort over truth. It is siding with reputation over righteousness. 

That is why Christ treats it as serious. A church that cuddles what Jesus hates is a church headed 

for correction. 

6. Cutting It Out: The Surgeon Logic of Spiritual Separation 

“If Jesus hates a doctrine, you do not cuddle it, you cut it out.” That is not harsh; that is logic. A 

surgeon doesn’t negotiate with a tumor. He removes it. A shepherd doesn’t try to “coexist” with 

wolves. He drives them off. A father doesn’t “respect” poison in the pantry. He throws it away. 

This is the Bible’s logic of protection. 

Revelation 2 shows Christ’s heart for His churches. He wants them pure. He wants them faithful. 

He wants them to endure. That requires cutting out what corrupts. The reason people resist this 



is because cutting hurts. It costs relationships. It costs reputation. It costs comfort. But it saves 

the body. It saves the flock. It preserves truth. 

And the church needs this now more than ever because compromise spreads fast. Once you 

redefine love as “tolerance,” you will tolerate everything. Once you tolerate everything, you will 

believe nothing. And once you believe nothing, you are no longer a church—you are a social 

club with religious décor. That’s why the Nicolaitan lesson is so timely: it calls the church back to 

spine. 

Biblical separation is not isolation from sinners; it is separation from corrupting doctrine and 

deeds. You can love the sinner and still hate the sin. You can evangelize the lost and still reject 

heresy in the pulpit. Confusing those categories is how compromise wins. 

7. The Lord’s Flip: The Real Haters Are the Compromisers 

Here is the twist the modern world won’t admit: the real “haters” are often the compromisers. 

They hate truth because truth exposes them. They hate reproof because reproof disrupts 

comfort. They hate holiness because holiness condemns indulgence. That’s why they call 

discernment “hate.” It is projection. It is guilt talking. It is the same spirit Ahab had: “I hate him; 

for he doth not prophesy good concerning me, but evil” (1 Kings 22:8). The compromiser hates 

the man who won’t lie for him. 

So Christ’s praise of Ephesus is also Christ’s rebuke of modern softness. He is saying, “You are 

not loving when you tolerate what I hate. You are disloyal.” He is teaching the church how to 

define hate and love by His standard, not by culture. He commends hatred that protects the 

flock. He condemns tolerance that endangers it. 

That means a Bible believer should not be ashamed of hating what Christ hates. He should be 

ashamed of tolerating what Christ hates. He should not fear the world’s labels. He should fear 

the Lord’s verdict. At the judgment seat, the question won’t be, “Were you nice?” The question 

will be, “Were you faithful?” 

Conclusion 

Revelation 2 records Jesus Christ praising a church for hating “the deeds of the Nicolaitans,” 

“which I also hate” (Revelation 2:6), and rebuking another church for tolerating “the doctrine of 

the Nicolaitans, which thing I hate” (Revelation 2:15). That is a direct blow to the modern lie 

that all hatred is sin. There is a hatred Christ commends, and it is aimed at corrupt deeds and 

corrupt doctrine inside the visible church. This is not hateful temperament; it is holy intolerance 

for spiritual poison. 

This study exposes the devil’s label swap: doctrinal compromise is sold as “love,” while biblical 

separation is labeled “hate.” Jesus flips that lie on its head. If Jesus hates a doctrine, you do not 



cuddle it—you cut it out. A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump. Wolves don’t deserve 

platform time. Poison doesn’t deserve tolerance. The church is called to protect the flock and 

preserve truth, not to make peace with corruption. 

So learn the Nicolaitan lesson and take Christ’s words seriously. Hate what He hates. Reject 

what He rejects. Refuse to baptize compromise as compassion. And don’t let a world that hates 

truth shame you into tolerating what your Lord has already condemned. The Savior who died 

for His church has every right to demand its purity. He commends the hatred that defends His 

bride. 

 

 

31 of 40: The Anatomy of Hate - The World Hates Christ Because He Exposes Works 

Introduction 

The average Christian thinks the world hates him because the world is “mean.” That’s shallow. 

The world hates what threatens its god. And the world’s god is not always a statue—most of the 

time it’s self. The world can tolerate a Jesus that is a mascot, a therapist, a life-coach, a vague 

symbol of kindness. It can tolerate religion as long as religion behaves like a hobby. But it cannot 

tolerate the Christ of Scripture when He speaks like a Judge and shines like a Light, because that 

Christ doesn’t just comfort sinners—He exposes them. That is why the hatred is not random. It 

is targeted. 

Jesus Christ explained the hatred with one sentence that ought to be memorized by every Bible 

believer who has ever been called “too harsh.” “The world cannot hate you; but me it hateth, 

because I testify of it, that the works thereof are evil” (John 7:7). That is the whole thing. The 

world hates Christ because Christ calls its works evil. Not “unhealthy.” Not “mistakes.” Evil. And 

the moment you preach Christ the way Christ preached Himself—plain, direct, Bible sharp—you 

inherit the same hatred. The issue is not your personality. The issue is exposure. 

In this essay I’m going to show why the world can tolerate religion but hates biblical preaching, 

because biblical preaching names sin. The world can sit through general morals, but it hates the 

light that reveals guilt. This study will equip you to understand rejection without living for 

approval. If you speak plainly, hatred will find you, and that hatred is often proof you struck 

truth. You don’t measure rightness by applause. You measure it by the Book, and you take your 

cues from the Lord who was hated because He told the truth. 

1. John 7:7: Hatred Explained as Exposure, Not Temperament 



Jesus didn’t say, “They hate me because I’m abrasive.” He didn’t say, “They hate me because I 

don’t know how to communicate.” He said, “me it hateth, because I testify of it, that the works 

thereof are evil” (John 7:7). That means hatred is a reaction to testimony. The testimony is not a 

tantrum. It is a witness. Christ gives a verdict. The verdict burns. The world hates the verdict, so 

it hates the Voice that speaks it. 

That one verse destroys the modern myth that you can avoid hatred by being “winsome.” You 

can be the sweetest man alive and still be hated if you tell the truth about sin. You can smile and 

be hated. You can weep and be hated. You can speak calmly and be hated. Why? Because you 

are shining light where darkness wants to live. That is not a social issue; it is spiritual. 

The world’s hatred is not mainly against Christians as people. It is against Christ as Light. The 

world hates what exposes it. So when a preacher stops exposing sin, he becomes acceptable. 

When he starts again, hatred returns. That is proof the issue is not style. It is content. It is the 

word “evil” landing on what the world calls “normal.” 

2. The World Tolerates Religion, Not Righteousness 

The world can tolerate religion because religion can be controlled. Religion can be made into 

ceremony, tradition, entertainment, and social good. Religion can be turned into “values” and 

“community” and “spirituality” without repentance. The world loves that kind of religion 

because it doesn’t threaten the throne of self. It can even be used as a badge of respectability. 

But righteousness is different. Righteousness comes with a standard. Righteousness comes with 

God’s verdict. Righteousness doesn’t just encourage; it condemns. Righteousness says, “That is 

sin.” Righteousness says, “That is evil.” Righteousness says, “You need repentance.” Religion will 

hand you a tissue. Righteousness will hand you a mirror. 

That’s why the world can sit through general morals. It can applaud “be kind” and “do good” 

and “love your neighbor.” It can even praise Jesus as an “example.” But it cannot stand the 

moment you say what Jesus said—that its works are evil—and that without the new birth a man 

is lost. The world loves the Sermon on the Mount as a poster. It hates the cross as a verdict. 

So the difference is simple: religion makes people feel decent; righteousness makes people feel 

guilty. The world can handle decent. It hates guilt because guilt is the alarm in the soul that says 

judgment is real. The world hates the alarm, so it attacks the one who triggers it. 

3. Light vs. Darkness: Why Naming Sin Feels Like Violence to the World 

The world calls truth “hate” because truth feels like violence to a guilty conscience. If a man’s 

identity is built on his sin, then calling that sin evil feels like attacking his existence. That is why 

the culture has to redefine everything. It must rename sin as identity, because then any 

correction becomes “hate speech.” It is a psychological shield for rebellion. 



But Scripture already explained that dynamic. Jesus said the world hates Him because He 

testifies that its works are evil (John 7:7). That testimony is light. And light makes darkness 

uncomfortable. Darkness doesn’t negotiate; it resents. Darkness doesn’t thank you for exposing 

it; it attacks you for shining. The hatred is the hiss of a conscience that doesn’t want to repent. 

That’s why the world can tolerate “safe sermons” that never touch real sin. It can tolerate vague 

messages about “purpose” and “your best life” and “finding peace.” But when a preacher 

names fornication, adultery, drunkenness, lying, covetousness, sodomy, idolatry, pride, and false 

doctrine as sin, the temperature changes. Why? Exposure. The world can handle morality as 

long as morality is abstract. It hates morality when it becomes personal and specific. 

So don’t be shocked when naming sin brings backlash. You are not the problem. The light is the 

problem to darkness. That is the law of spiritual conflict. 

4. Hatred Without a Cause: The Innocent Target Pattern 

The Psalms said it long before John 7:7. “They that hate me without a cause are more than the 

hairs of mine head” (Psalms 69:4). That is a strange phrase until you understand exposure. The 

“cause” is often not personal wrongdoing; the cause is spiritual light. Innocent people become 

targets because they represent truth. 

Jesus fits this perfectly. He was sinless, yet hated. Why? Because He testified that the world’s 

works are evil (John 7:7). He didn’t merely exist; He exposed. That is why the world’s hatred is 

sometimes irrational. It doesn’t match behavior. It doesn’t match facts. It doesn’t match 

fairness. It matches guilt. 

That’s why kindness doesn’t always disarm hatred. The modern Christian thinks if he is gentle 

enough, he will never be hated. That is fantasy. You can be gentle and still be hated if you refuse 

to bless sin. You can be patient and still be hated if you preach judgment. You can be 

compassionate and still be hated if you insist on repentance. 

So when hatred comes without a human cause, don’t immediately assume you did something 

wrong. Examine yourself honestly, but don’t let guilt manipulation replace discernment. 

Sometimes the “cause” is simply that you brought light into a dark room. 

5. Approval Addiction: How Christians Get Neutralized 

One of the devil’s most effective weapons against believers is approval addiction. If he can’t stop 

you from being saved, and he can’t stop you from having a Bible, he will try to make you fear 

rejection so much that you muzzle yourself. He will train you to crave applause. He will make 

you measure faithfulness by likes, smiles, invitations, and open doors. 



But Jesus already warned you. “If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated 

you” (John 15:18). That verse is not a call to be obnoxious; it is a call to be sober. The world 

hated Christ, and Christ was perfect. So if your goal is to be loved by the world, your goal is anti-

Christ in direction because you’re aiming at what Jesus didn’t receive. 

Paul says the same principle in a different way: “Do I now persuade men, or God?… for if I yet 

pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ” (Galatians 1:10). Approval addiction makes 

you a servant of men, not a servant of Christ. It will make you adjust sermons, soften words, and 

avoid certain texts. It will make you preach “love” without truth and “grace” without holiness. 

So the cure is fear of God. The cure is to want Christ’s “Well done” more than man’s “Good job.” 

The cure is to stop living for approval and start living for faithfulness. 

6. Speaking Plainly: Why Hatred Finds Truth-Tellers 

John 7:7 shows you that hatred is not always proof you are wrong; sometimes it is proof you hit 

the nerve. The world hates exposure. It hates the naming of sin. It hates the verdict. So when 

you speak plainly, hatred finds you. That doesn’t mean you are always right, but it means you 

are not being neutral. You are not hiding the light under a bushel. 

Ahab proved this long before the New Testament. “I hate him; for he doth not prophesy good 

concerning me, but evil” (1 Kings 22:8). Ahab hated Micaiah because Micaiah wouldn’t flatter 

him. The hatred was aimed at the message, but it landed on the messenger. That’s the pattern. 

The world wants prophets who say “good” while it does evil. It hates the man who says “evil” 

when evil is present. 

Amos said, “They hate him that rebuketh in the gate” (Amos 5:10). That is the same hatred. 

Rebuke is exposure. Exposure produces hatred in a culture that loves darkness. So when people 

label your plain speech as “hate,” you remember John 7:7. Jesus was hated for plain speech. 

The label doesn’t prove the speech is wrong. It often proves the speech is accurate. 

The key is to keep your spirit right. Speak truth without fleshly cruelty. Speak plainly without 

personal bitterness. But speak. Don’t let fear of hatred make you disobedient. 

7. How to Live Under Hatred Without Becoming Bitter or Soft 

There are two wrong reactions to hatred: bitterness and softness. Bitterness turns you into what 

you oppose. Softness turns you into a coward who compromises. The Bible’s path is different: 

truth with charity, firmness with purity, clarity with humility. 

First, remember your calling. Jesus said, “Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you… for my 

sake” (Matthew 5:11). That is not a call to chase persecution; it is a reminder not to fear it. If 



hatred comes because you testified of evil works, you are walking in Christ’s footsteps. That 

should steady you. 

Second, keep your conscience clean. If you are hated because of your own sin, that is on you. 

But if you are hated because you named sin and preached truth, don’t apologize for the Bible. 

Apologize only for wrong spirit or wrong behavior, not for truth. 

Third, don’t live for approval. If you need the world’s smile, you will lose your voice. If you fear 

rejection, you will trade truth for peace. So settle it: you are not here to be accepted by 

darkness. You are here to shine. And shining will offend darkness. 

Conclusion 

John 7:7 explains the world’s hatred with one sentence: “me it hateth, because I testify of it, 

that the works thereof are evil” (John 7:7). The issue is not personality; it is exposure. The world 

can tolerate religion, but it hates biblical preaching because biblical preaching names sin. It can 

sit through general morals, but it hates the light that reveals guilt. That hatred is not random; it 

is the reaction of darkness against truth. 

This study equips you to understand rejection without living for approval. If you speak plainly, 

hatred will find you, because truth threatens the world’s god—self. The world labels correction 

“hate” and labels compromise “love,” but Christ flips the lie. He was hated for telling the truth, 

and His servants will be hated when they do the same. “If the world hate you, ye know that it 

hated me before it hated you” (John 15:18). 

So don’t measure faithfulness by applause. Measure it by Scripture. Keep your spirit right, keep 

your conscience clean, and keep your mouth honest. If hatred comes because you struck truth, 

you don’t flinch—you stand. The world’s hatred is often proof the light landed where it needed 

to land. 

 

 

32 of 40: The Anatomy of Hate - The World Hates the Chosen and the Called Out 

Introduction 

Most Christians are shocked the first time the world turns on them, because they were trained 

to think that being kind would make them accepted. They were trained to believe that if they 

“represent Jesus well,” the world will admire them. That is not what Jesus taught. Jesus taught 

that the world’s hatred is not mainly aimed at your attitude; it is aimed at your identity. The 

moment you become a Christian, you become someone the world cannot categorize anymore. 

You are in the world, but you are not of it. You live among them, but you don’t belong to them. 



That separation—whether spoken or silent—feels like condemnation to a guilty world, even if 

you never raise your voice. 

Jesus put it in plain words that don’t allow for modern optimism: “If the world hate you, ye 

know that it hated me before it hated you” (John 15:18). Then He explains the reason: “If ye 

were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I 

have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you” (John 15:19). There it is. 

Chosen out. Called out. Separated by election and by new birth. The world hates you because 

you are no longer “one of us.” The hatred is not always triggered by a sermon; sometimes it is 

triggered by your existence as a separated man. 

In this essay I’m going to show how separation produces hatred, because the world reads 

separation as condemnation even when you never say a word. Being chosen out of the world 

makes you an offense to the world. I’m going to connect this to Luke 6:22 where hatred 

becomes social exclusion and reputation assault. I will teach how to endure hatred without 

becoming harsh, and how to keep love toward enemies without surrendering truth. Hatred is a 

badge in the wrong world, not because you are special, but because Christ is special—and the 

world hates Him. 

1. John 15:18–19: Hatred Rooted in Election and Separation 

Jesus begins with the order of hatred: “it hated me before it hated you” (John 15:18). That 

means your experience is not new. It is inherited. The hatred you meet is the overflow of hatred 

aimed at Christ. The servant is not above his Lord. If the Lord was rejected, the servant should 

not expect applause. 

Then Jesus gives the reason in John 15:19: “because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen 

you out of the world.” The world is a system. It has values, loves, gods, goals, and language. 

When Christ chooses you out of it, He changes your allegiance. That is why the world’s 

relationship to you changes. You were once part of their system; now you are an outsider with a 

different King. 

And notice: “chosen you out of the world” means your separation begins with God, not with 

you. Before you ever “separated,” Christ separated you by salvation. Your new birth is an offense 

to a world that hates spiritual reality. You become living proof that God can pull someone out. 

That is why your presence irritates them. You remind them that their system is not ultimate. 

So hatred is not always personal. It is often systemic. The world loves its own, but it resents the 

one who was taken out. That is what Christ said. And He said it so you would not be surprised. 

2. Separation as Silent Condemnation: Offense Without a Word 



One of the strangest things a believer learns is that people can hate you without you doing 

anything to them. You didn’t preach at them. You didn’t insult them. You didn’t even bring up 

religion. You simply stopped going along. You stopped laughing at certain jokes. You stopped 

participating in certain sins. You stopped bowing to certain idols. You changed. And that change 

alone feels like condemnation to people who loved your old self. 

That is why separation produces hatred. The world interprets your “no” as a judgment of their 

“yes.” Even when you don’t say a word, your choices are testimony. Your refusal to join is 

exposure. Your new priorities are a rebuke. You don’t have to be loud to be light. Light 

condemns darkness simply by existing. 

Jesus already explained this principle in another place: “me it hateth, because I testify of it, that 

the works thereof are evil” (John 7:7). Your separation is part of that testimony. It says, “This 

matters. This is real. Sin is not normal. Holiness is possible.” And the world does not want to 

hear that message—especially from someone who used to be in the same mud. 

So don’t be shocked when hatred appears without a conversation. Sometimes your life is the 

conversation. Separation is a sermon without a microphone. And it will offend a world that 

loves its own. 

3. Luke 6:22: Hatred as Social Exclusion and Reputation Assault 

The world’s hatred is not always fists. Often it is social tactics. Jesus said, “Blessed are ye, when 

men shall hate you, and when they shall separate you from their company, and shall reproach 

you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of man’s sake” (Luke 6:22). That verse reads like 

a modern playbook. Hate. Separate. Reproach. Smear. Exclude. Assault reputation. That is 

hatred with a polished face. 

Notice the progression. First they hate you internally. Then they “separate you from their 

company” (Luke 6:22). They push you out. They make you unwelcome. Then they “reproach 

you”—attack your character. Then they “cast out your name as evil”—they label you as 

dangerous, hateful, bigoted, extremist, whatever word fits the age. The goal is not just to 

disagree with you; it is to make you untouchable. 

And Christ says “Blessed” when it happens “for the Son of man’s sake” (Luke 6:22). That 

condition matters. If you are hated because you are a jerk, that is not blessing. But if you are 

hated because you belong to Christ, that is the badge. That is evidence of separation. That is 

proof the world recognizes you are not theirs. 

So the believer must understand this: hatred often comes as exclusion and smear, not as 

violence. The devil is content to isolate you, ruin your name, and make you lonely if it will 



pressure you back into conformity. Christ warned you so you would not fold under that 

pressure. 

4. The World Loves Its Own: Why It Can’t Love What It Can’t Own 

Jesus said, “If ye were of the world, the world would love his own” (John 15:19). That is one of 

the most revealing phrases in the New Testament: “his own.” The world loves what it owns. It 

loves what reflects it. It loves what affirms it. It loves what participates in its sins and shares its 

idols. When you stop being “his own,” the world’s affection turns into resentment. 

That’s why the world can be very “loving” to a Christian who never separates. It can celebrate a 

“Christian” who affirms sin, who downplays doctrine, who treats the Bible like poetry, who 

never speaks of judgment, who never insists on repentance. That kind of Christian is still “his 

own” because he serves the world’s peace. The world loves that because it is not threatened. 

But a real Christian is chosen out. He is called out. He has a different Father. He has a different 

Book. He has a different future. And that difference makes him unmanageable. The world can’t 

control him with applause, because his loyalty is elsewhere. That drives the world crazy. It hates 

what it can’t own. 

So don’t interpret the world’s hatred as failure. Interpret it as identification. You are not theirs. 

You belong to another King. The world hates that because it exposes their false freedom as 

bondage. 

5. Enduring Hatred Without Becoming Harsh: Truth With Charity 

Here is where many believers blow it. They experience hatred and then become harsh. They 

confuse firmness with cruelty. They take the world’s rejection as permission to be bitter. That is 

flesh. That is not spiritual. The Lord never told you to repay hatred with hatred. He told you to 

be faithful and keep your spirit clean. 

Jesus said, “Love your enemies” (Matthew 5:44). That does not mean approve their sins. It 

means you don’t let their hatred make you like them. You can love an enemy and still rebuke 

sin. You can love an enemy and still separate from corruption. Love is not surrender; love is 

charity. Love is willing the good of the soul, which includes truth. 

So enduring hatred requires two things held together: a spine and a heart. The spine keeps you 

from compromise. The heart keeps you from bitterness. The spine says, “I will not deny Christ.” 

The heart says, “I will not become cruel.” The spine says, “I will not join the world.” The heart 

says, “I will pray for the world.” That is Christian maturity. 

And one of the best protections against harshness is remembering that hatred is expected. 

When you expect it, you don’t panic. When you don’t panic, you don’t lash out. You respond 



with steadiness. You speak truth plainly, but you don’t need to prove yourself. Christ already 

told you why the hatred comes. 

6. Keeping Love Toward Enemies Without Surrendering Truth 

The world will pressure you to define love as surrender. It will say, “If you loved me, you would 

affirm me.” That is a lie. Love does not affirm evil. Love does not call poison medicine. Love does 

not pretend sin is safe. Jesus loved sinners enough to tell them the truth, and that truth is what 

produced hatred (John 7:7). 

So you keep love toward enemies by keeping their eternal good in view. You want them saved. 

You want them delivered. You want them forgiven. You want them free. But you do not help 

them by lying. You do not help them by calling darkness light. You do not help them by blessing 

what God condemns. That is not love; that is betrayal. 

At the same time, you don’t surrender to hatred’s tactics. If they exclude you, you don’t chase 

them for approval. If they smear you, you don’t trade truth for reputation. If they cast out your 

name as evil, you don’t panic. You remember Luke 6:22. You remember John 15:19. You 

remember you were chosen out. You remember your King was hated first. 

So love without surrender means you keep speaking truth, you keep your spirit clean, you keep 

praying, and you keep refusing to bow. That is not compromise. That is discipleship. 

7. Hatred as a Badge in the Wrong World: Not Pride, But Perspective 

“Hatred is a badge in the wrong world” does not mean you seek hatred or enjoy it. It means you 

interpret it correctly. The world is upside down. It calls evil good and good evil. It labels 

correction as hate and compromise as love. In that world, being hated for Christ’s sake is not 

shame; it is identification. 

Jesus said, “Blessed are ye” when they hate you and exclude you and smear you “for the Son of 

man’s sake” (Luke 6:22). That blessing is not a dopamine hit; it is God’s approval. It is heaven’s 

verdict. It is Christ reminding you that you are not abandoned when the world rejects you. You 

are aligned. 

But keep the balance: hatred does not automatically prove you are right. Some people are 

hated because they are obnoxious or dishonest. The badge only counts when it is “for the Son 

of man’s sake.” So examine yourself. Keep your conscience clean. Then stand. 

And remember the order: “it hated me before it hated you” (John 15:18). You are not the main 

target. Christ is. You are just close enough to Him that the world recognizes the family 

resemblance. 

Conclusion 



Jesus said, “If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you” (John 15:18), 

and He explained why: “because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the 

world, therefore the world hateth you” (John 15:19). The world hates the chosen and the called 

out because separation is an offense. The world reads your separation as condemnation even 

when you never say a word. Being chosen out of the world makes you a living rebuke to a guilty 

system that loves its own. 

This study also connects that hatred to Luke 6:22, where hatred becomes social exclusion and 

reputation assault: “they shall separate you from their company… and cast out your name as 

evil, for the Son of man’s sake” (Luke 6:22). That is hatred with manners—smears, labels, 

exclusion, and isolation. Christ warned you so you would not be manipulated back into 

conformity by the fear of rejection. 

So endure hatred without becoming harsh. Keep love toward enemies without surrendering 

truth. Don’t repay darkness with darkness. Keep a spine and a heart. Stand with Christ, speak 

plainly, and refuse to live for approval. Hatred is a badge in the wrong world—not because you 

are proud, but because you have perspective: the world hates what it can’t own, and you were 

chosen out by the King it hated first. 

 

 

33 of 40: The Anatomy of Hate - Love Your Enemies, Do Good to Them That Hate You 

Introduction 

Nothing exposes the difference between Bible Christianity and fleshly religion like this 

command: love your enemies. Anybody can love the lovable. Any sinner can love the people 

who clap for him. A gangster loves his own crew. A politician loves his donors. A church member 

loves the people who treat him nice. That kind of “love” is just preference and reciprocity. The 

Lord Jesus Christ didn’t call you to that. He called you to something that the flesh cannot 

produce, because it cuts across instinct, pride, and the craving to get even. 

Jesus said it plainly: “But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good 

to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you” 

(Matthew 5:44). Luke repeats it with the same steel: “But I say unto you which hear, Love your 

enemies, do good to them which hate you” (Luke 6:27). Those are not suggestions. They are 

commands. And they are not sentimental commands. They are war commands. They are the 

Lord’s way of defeating hatred without becoming hatred. 

In this essay I’m going to show that loving enemies is not approving their sin; it is refusing to 

become their mirror. The believer overcomes hatred by choosing obedience over reaction. This 



study will dismantle the fake love of compromise and replace it with the real love of spiritual 

strength, prayer, and doing good. It will also warn that loving enemies does not mean trusting 

them, because Scripture never confuses love with naivety. The point is victory: hatred does not 

get to shape you. The world’s hatred wants to form you into a bitter man or a cowardly 

compromiser. Christ’s command forms you into a conqueror. 

1. The Command That Breaks the Flesh: Love That Isn’t Natural 

Matthew 5:44 does not read like human advice. It reads like divine warfare. “Love your 

enemies… do good to them that hate you… pray for them” (Matthew 5:44). The flesh hears that 

and says, “No.” The flesh says, “They don’t deserve it.” The flesh says, “That will make me 

weak.” The flesh says, “That’s letting them win.” And the flesh is wrong. That command is not 

weakness; it is power under control. 

The reason the flesh can’t do it is because the flesh is built around self. The flesh wants justice 

on its own schedule and revenge in its own tone. It wants to react. It wants to mirror. Hatred 

comes at you and the flesh wants to return it like a ball. But Christ’s command interrupts the 

reaction cycle. It forces you to choose obedience over instinct. 

And that’s the whole issue: obedience. Loving enemies is not a feeling you work up; it is an 

obedience you choose. It is allegiance to Christ demonstrated under pressure. You prove who 

rules you when you are mistreated. Anybody can talk about love when the room is friendly. The 

command shows whether your Christianity is real when the room is hostile. 

So don’t treat this as a “nice verse.” Treat it as a battlefield order. Christ is training you to win 

without becoming ugly. 

2. Love Is Not Approval: Refusing to Become Their Mirror 

The modern world twists “love” into approval. It says, “If you love me, you will affirm everything 

I do.” That is not Bible love; that is moral surrender. Bible love can rebuke. Bible love can warn. 

Bible love can separate. Bible love can tell the truth. The Lord Jesus Christ loved sinners and still 

called sin what it was. 

So when Jesus says, “Love your enemies” (Matthew 5:44), He is not telling you to approve their 

wickedness. He is telling you to refuse to become their mirror. That is the key. Hatred wants to 

reproduce itself. Hatred wants you to reflect it. Hatred wants you to become the same thing so 

it can say, “See, you’re no different.” And the devil loves that because it ruins your testimony 

and poisons your spirit. 

Loving an enemy means you will not let their sin dictate your character. It means you will not let 

their bitterness write your tone. It means you will not let their cruelty shape your soul. You 



refuse to mirror them. You refuse to be trained by their hatred. You stay under Christ’s 

command, not under their pressure. 

That is victory. You are not denying reality; you are choosing righteousness. You are not 

pretending they are good; you are refusing to become evil. 

3. Overcoming Hatred by Obedience: The Reaction Trap and the Escape 

Hatred is a trap because it invites reaction. It pulls you into a game where it sets the rules. If it 

can get you to react in the flesh, it wins twice: it harms you and then blames you. That’s why 

hatred often provokes, then points at the reaction as justification. It says, “See how hateful you 

are.” That is the cycle. Proverbs nailed it: “Hatred stirreth up strifes” (Proverbs 10:12). Hatred 

loves chaos. 

Christ’s command is the escape hatch. “Do good to them that hate you” (Matthew 5:44). That is 

not natural. That is deliberate. That is obedience. And obedience breaks the cycle. You stop 

being predictable. You stop being controllable. You stop being manipulated. The enemy expects 

you to bite back; you obey Christ instead. That obedience starves hatred of its payoff. 

Luke 6:27 puts it right on the table: “Love your enemies, do good to them which hate you.” That 

means when hatred meets goodness, hatred is exposed. It is revealed as unjust. It is shown to 

be what it is—darkness attacking light. You don’t overcome hatred by matching it; you 

overcome hatred by refusing its shape. 

So the victory is not “winning the argument.” The victory is keeping your soul. The victory is 

staying Christlike without going soft on truth. The victory is obedience. 

4. Real Love vs. Fake Love: Compromise Isn’t Charity 

Now, here is where the devil runs his counterfeit. He tells Christians that the way to love 

enemies is to compromise truth so enemies will like them. That is fake love. That is cowardice 

wearing a halo. That kind of “love” won’t name sin. It won’t preach judgment. It won’t call for 

repentance. It will trade truth for peace and call the trade “kindness.” 

But Jesus did not love that way. Jesus loved sinners enough to tell them the truth, and that truth 

is exactly why the world hated Him: “me it hateth, because I testify of it, that the works thereof 

are evil” (John 7:7). If Christ’s love still exposed evil, then your love must not be defined as 

silence. Real love does good while still standing for truth. 

So loving enemies is not shutting your mouth. It is keeping your spirit right while speaking right. 

It is refusing to use truth as a club for personal vengeance, and refusing to use “love” as an 

excuse for cowardly compromise. It is spiritual strength. 



Fake love says, “I won’t offend you.” Real love says, “I will do you good, pray for you, and tell you 

the truth even if you hate me for it.” That’s the difference. One wants approval. The other wants 

salvation. 

5. Prayer as Warfare: Doing Good That the Enemy Can’t Understand 

Matthew 5:44 includes prayer: “pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you.” 

Prayer is not a sentimental add-on; it is warfare. When you pray for an enemy, you are refusing 

to let hatred set the atmosphere. You are taking the matter to God. You are placing the enemy 

under God’s gaze. You are asking God to work righteousness, conviction, mercy, and restraint. 

Prayer also keeps your heart from rotting. Hatred can poison you if you keep replaying wrongs 

and rehearsing speeches in your head. Prayer interrupts that rehearsal. Prayer moves the issue 

from your pride to God’s throne. Prayer reminds you that vengeance belongs to the Lord, not to 

you. “Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord” (Romans 12:19). That verse doesn’t make 

you passive; it makes you clean. 

And doing good is not weakness. It is spiritual superiority. It is the believer saying, “You don’t 

get to control me.” The enemy cannot understand that. The flesh cannot understand that. But 

heaven understands it. God sees it. And it shames the wicked without you having to perform. 

So prayer and doing good are not “soft.” They are the Lord’s way of winning without losing 

yourself. 

6. Love Without Naivety: Loving Enemies Does Not Mean Trusting Them 

Here is where Christians get foolish: they confuse love with trust. Scripture never does. Love is 

commanded. Trust is earned. Love is a duty of the heart under Christ. Trust is a judgment of 

character based on fruit. 

Jesus Himself did not trust everybody. The Bible says, “But Jesus did not commit himself unto 

them, because he knew all men” (John 2:24). That is not hatred. That is wisdom. You can love 

someone and still recognize they are dangerous. You can pray for them and still keep distance. 

You can do them good and still refuse to put your family, your church, or your testimony in their 

hands. 

So loving enemies does not mean inviting wolves into the nursery. It does not mean ignoring 

patterns of betrayal. It does not mean pretending a liar is safe. It does not mean putting yourself 

under abuse. It means you refuse revenge and you refuse bitterness, while still exercising 

discernment. 



That is what the Bible teaches: charity with wisdom. “Be ye therefore wise as serpents, and 

harmless as doves” (Matthew 10:16). That’s the balance. Wisdom prevents naivety. 

Harmlessness prevents cruelty. Both are required if you want to obey Christ under hatred. 

7. The Goal Is Victory: Hatred Does Not Get to Shape You 

The devil’s goal in hatred is not just to hurt you; it is to shape you. He wants to turn you into a 

bitter man who can’t pray, can’t love, can’t trust God. Or he wants to turn you into a 

compromiser who fears rejection so much he won’t speak truth. Either way, he wins if you 

become something other than what Christ is forming. 

Christ’s command is the victory path. Loving enemies means hatred does not get to rewrite your 

character. Doing good means hatred does not get to drag you into the mud. Praying means 

hatred does not get to occupy your mind like a tenant. You remain free. You remain obedient. 

You remain useful. 

And here is the strange truth: sometimes your obedience is what God uses to convict the 

enemy. Not always, but sometimes. The enemy expects you to match his spirit. When you don’t, 

it unsettles him. It may even bring him under conviction. Your calm righteousness may be more 

threatening than your angry reaction. 

So the point is victory. Not winning people’s approval. Not proving yourself. Victory. Hatred does 

not get to shape you. Christ shapes you. 

Conclusion 

Matthew 5:44 and Luke 6:27 command a response that the flesh cannot produce: “Love your 

enemies… do good to them that hate you… pray for them” (Matthew 5:44), and “Love your 

enemies, do good to them which hate you” (Luke 6:27). That is not sentimental religion; that is 

spiritual warfare. Loving enemies is not approving their sin; it is refusing to become their mirror. 

The believer overcomes hatred by choosing obedience over reaction. Hatred wants you to 

reflect it. Christ commands you to resist it. 

This study dismantles the fake love of compromise and replaces it with the real love of spiritual 

strength, prayer, and doing good. Fake love trades truth for approval. Real love stands for truth 

while doing good to the hater. Real love prays instead of plotting revenge. Real love keeps the 

heart clean while keeping the mouth honest. And real love does not confuse charity with 

naivety, because Scripture never commands you to trust the untrustworthy. Even Jesus “did not 

commit himself unto them” (John 2:24). Love is commanded; trust is discerned. 

So take the victory Christ offers. Love your enemies, not by surrendering truth, but by refusing 

bitterness. Do good, not because they deserve it, but because your King commanded it. Pray, 



not because hatred is small, but because God is big. And remember the point: hatred does not 

get to shape you. Christ does. 

 

 

34 of 40: The Anatomy of Hate - Two Masters, One Heart, One Hatred 

Introduction 

The world treats hate like a mood, like a chemical surge, like a bad day that got out of hand. The 

Bible treats hate like allegiance. It is not merely what you feel; it is what you choose when two 

voices compete. You can learn more about a man’s god by watching what irritates him than by 

listening to what he claims. When the Book crosses his plans, what rises up? When God’s 

command collides with his comfort, what does he do? That reaction is not random. It is the 

heart confessing its master. 

Jesus Christ said something so blunt that modern church culture tries to soften it into a 

suggestion: “No man can serve two masters” (Matthew 6:24). Not “shouldn’t,” not “it’s hard,” 

not “try your best.” Can’t. Then He tells you why: “for either he will hate the one, and love the 

other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other” (Matthew 6:24). That is Bible 

psychology without a textbook. A divided heart always develops hatred somewhere. When two 

masters compete, one will be loved and one will be hated. And if your “master” is money, 

comfort, reputation, or applause, then God becomes hated in practice even if your mouth still 

says “Lord.” 

In this essay I’m going to show how hatred is a spiritual thermometer that reveals what rules 

you. When money becomes a master, God becomes hated in practice, even if the mouth still 

says “Lord.” This study will connect hatred to loyalty, because you cannot split devotion and still 

claim holiness. It will expose the church habit of trying to hold God with one hand and 

mammon with the other, then wondering why the heart feels divided. A divided heart always 

develops hatred somewhere, and it is usually aimed at the Lord’s demands. This is not theory—

it is daily discipleship. 

1. “No Man Can Serve Two Masters”: The Lord’s Diagnosis of the Divided Life 

Jesus did not say, “Be careful serving two masters.” He said, “No man can serve two masters” 

(Matthew 6:24). That statement is absolute because the heart is not built to bow to two 

thrones. Something must be first. Something must be ultimate. The moment two masters give 

conflicting orders, your loyalty is revealed. 



Then Jesus gives the outcome: “either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will 

hold to the one, and despise the other” (Matthew 6:24). So hatred is not always a screaming 

rage; sometimes it is despising. Sometimes it is contempt. Sometimes it is irritation at God’s 

demands. Sometimes it is delay, resistance, bargaining, “later,” excuses, and avoidance. That is 

hate in Bible terms: covenant refusal. 

The Lord is showing you that the divided life is not stable. It does not stay neutral. It moves 

toward love for one and hatred for the other. If you try to keep God as a weekend accessory and 

mammon as the weekday master, your heart will eventually resent the God who interrupts your 

idol. You will begin to treat obedience like an inconvenience. That resentment is hatred forming. 

So Matthew 6:24 is not mainly about money as paper. It is about mastership—who gets to 

command you. Two masters means two wills. You can’t serve both. So you will love one and 

hate the other. That’s Christ’s thermometer. 

2. Hatred as a Spiritual Thermometer: What You Resist Reveals What You Worship 

A thermometer doesn’t create the fever; it reveals it. Hatred works the same way. When God’s 

Word presses you, what rises up inside? When you hear a command that threatens your 

comfort, what do you feel? When the Spirit convicts you about your priorities, what is your 

reaction? Those reactions are not neutral. They are worship indicators. 

The heart reveals its master by what it resists. If the Bible tells a man to forgive and he refuses, 

he is not just stubborn—he is ruled by pride. If the Bible tells a man to repent and he argues, he 

is not just “asking questions”—he is ruled by self. If the Bible tells a man to give and he gets 

angry, he is not just “wise with money”—he is ruled by mammon. The irritation is not about the 

command; it’s about the threat to the idol. 

This is why some people “hate preaching.” Not because preaching is loud, but because 

preaching presses the idol. When the preacher hits money, lust, bitterness, or secret sin, the 

idol screams. That scream is hatred. It hates light. It hates exposure. It hates being challenged. 

The man may still sing hymns, but the heart is showing its master. 

So hatred is a thermometer. It reveals where devotion is real. It shows you what rules you. That 

is why Jesus connects love and hate to mastership. He is exposing the hidden god. 

3. Mammon as a Master: When Money Becomes a God, God Becomes an Enemy 

Jesus names the competing master: “Ye cannot serve God and mammon” (Matthew 6:24). 

Mammon isn’t merely money; it is wealth as an authority, security as an idol, gain as a ruler. 

Mammon tells you what to fear and what to chase. Mammon tells you what to sacrifice. 

Mammon sets your schedule. Mammon dictates your mood. Mammon becomes a voice you 

obey. 



When mammon becomes master, God becomes hated in practice because God always 

threatens mammon’s throne. God says, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God” (Matthew 6:33). 

Mammon says, “Seek ye first security.” God says, “Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon 

earth” (Matthew 6:19). Mammon says, “Build bigger barns.” God says, “Give.” Mammon says, 

“Keep.” God says, “Trust me.” Mammon says, “Trust yourself.” Those two masters will collide. 

And when they collide, the heart will choose. 

This is why a man can still say “Lord” and still hate God in practice. He still uses religious words, 

but his actual obedience goes to mammon. When the Bible’s demand threatens the idol, the 

man resents the demand. He calls it “legalism.” He calls it “extreme.” He calls it “unwise.” But 

the real issue is mastership. The idol is being protected, and the Lord is being resisted. That 

resistance is hatred. 

So mammon doesn’t just steal money; it steals loyalty. It makes God feel like an enemy because 

God demands first place. And that demand exposes the heart. 

4. The Church Habit: God in One Hand, Mammon in the Other 

Here is the modern church habit that Jesus condemned before it became fashionable: trying to 

hold God with one hand and mammon with the other. People want God for comfort, 

forgiveness, heaven, and help, but they want mammon for identity, security, and control. They 

want the Lord as Savior but not as Master. They want grace as a blanket but not truth as a 

sword. 

So they split their life. They give God Sunday. They give mammon Monday through Saturday. 

They pray when they panic, but they plan as if God doesn’t exist. They talk about faith, but they 

live by sight. They say, “God first,” but their budget, time, and priorities testify otherwise. 

Then they wonder why the heart feels divided. They wonder why prayer feels dry. They wonder 

why the Bible feels irritating. They wonder why preaching makes them angry. It’s because you 

can’t serve two masters. The split devotion produces internal conflict, and conflict produces 

resentment. That resentment usually aims at the Lord’s demands because the Lord is the One 

who keeps interfering with the idol. 

And the church often enables it by preaching a Christianity that never challenges mammon. It 

preaches “blessing” without surrender, “favor” without obedience, “faith” without sacrifice. 

That kind of preaching keeps mammon comfortable. But Jesus didn’t preach that way. He said 

you can’t serve both. He forced a choice. 

5. Divided Devotion Produces Hatred: The Lord’s Demands Become “Too Much” 

Jesus said, “either he will hate the one… or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other” 

(Matthew 6:24). That’s what happens in a divided heart. God’s demands begin to feel 



unreasonable. Obedience begins to feel heavy. Holiness begins to feel restrictive. The man 

doesn’t say, “I hate God.” He says, “That’s too much.” He says, “I don’t think we need to be that 

serious.” He says, “God understands.” He says, “We’re under grace.” And he uses theology as a 

shield for idol worship. 

But what is happening is simple: the idol is threatened. When God asks for first place, the idol 

fights back. The heart begins to despise the God who won’t let it keep its double life. That 

despising is hatred. It’s not always emotional fire; it’s often quiet resistance. 

This is why some Christians grow irritated at standards, preaching, conviction, and reproof. 

Proverbs said, “he that hateth reproof is brutish” (Proverbs 12:1). That hatred is not always 

loud; it can be dismissive. It can be sarcastic. It can be the rolling of eyes at preaching. It can be 

the constant finding of a “softer” church. It can be the endless chasing of teachers who never 

confront sin. That is hatred of God’s authority disguised as preference. 

A divided heart always develops hatred somewhere. And the most common target is whatever 

stands in the way of the idol. God stands in the way of idols. So the hatred aims at God’s 

demands. 

6. The Cure: Single-Hearted Loyalty and the Fear of God 

The cure is not better balance. The cure is loyalty. Jesus didn’t say, “Try to manage both 

masters.” He said you can’t serve both. So the cure is to choose the Master and dethrone the 

idol. That doesn’t mean you become irresponsible; it means you become submitted. It means 

God gets the throne, and money becomes a tool instead of a lord. 

Single-hearted loyalty begins with the fear of God. When a man fears God, he stops bargaining 

with commands. He stops treating Scripture like advice. He stops trying to negotiate holiness. 

He understands that the Lord is not one voice among many; the Lord is the King. That fear 

cleans up the divided life. 

Then single-hearted loyalty shows itself in obedience where it hurts. It shows itself in giving 

when the flesh says keep. It shows itself in contentment when mammon says chase. It shows 

itself in generosity when the world says hoard. It shows itself in integrity when the idol says 

cheat. That is how the idol dies: not through a speech, but through consistent obedience. 

And if you think God’s demands are “too much,” remember what the idol demands. Mammon 

demands anxiety. Mammon demands comparison. Mammon demands endless labor. Mammon 

demands sacrifice of family, conscience, and time. Mammon is a cruel master. Jesus is a good 

Master. You don’t lose by serving Christ; you get free. 

7. Measuring Your Master: Practical Tests of Love and Hate 



If hatred is a thermometer, then test it. What do you get irritated about when the Bible is 

preached? What command do you always explain away? What sermon topic makes you 

defensive? What counsel do you resist? What sacrifices do you refuse? Those answers reveal 

the competing master. 

Ask yourself: when money and obedience conflict, who wins? When comfort and conviction 

conflict, who wins? When reputation and truth conflict, who wins? When pleasure and holiness 

conflict, who wins? That is the master. And the loser in those conflicts becomes the object of 

hate—either open hate or quiet despising. 

The Lord’s words are clear: “either he will hate the one, and love the other” (Matthew 6:24). So 

don’t play games with yourself. If you “love” God only until He touches your idol, your love is 

conditional and your allegiance is divided. God will not share the throne. He is jealous for what 

is His, and He is right to be. Two masters is spiritual adultery. 

So the practical path is repentance. Name the idol. Confess it. Dethrone it. Put God first in 

actual decisions, not slogans. That is how the hatred dies—by removing the rival. 

Conclusion 

Jesus Christ said, “No man can serve two masters” (Matthew 6:24), and He explained the 

inevitable result: “either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, 

and despise the other” (Matthew 6:24). Hatred is not merely a feeling; it is a spiritual 

thermometer that reveals what rules you. When money becomes a master, God becomes hated 

in practice—even if the mouth still says “Lord.” A divided heart cannot stay neutral. It will 

develop love toward one master and hatred toward the other, and that hatred usually aims at 

the Lord’s demands because the Lord is the One who threatens the idol. 

This study exposes the church habit of trying to hold God with one hand and mammon with the 

other, then wondering why the heart feels divided. The divided life produces resentment 

toward conviction, irritation at preaching, resistance to obedience, and constant bargaining with 

Scripture. That is hatred forming—not always loud, but real. The cure is not better juggling; the 

cure is loyalty. Choose the Master. Dethrone the idol. Serve God with a single heart. 

So let Matthew 6:24 do its work. Don’t judge yourself by your words; judge yourself by your 

obedience when the masters collide. When God speaks and mammon argues, who do you 

obey? The answer reveals your master, and it reveals where love lives and where hatred is 

growing. Christ’s warning is mercy: it tells you the truth before your divided heart hardens into 

despising the very Lord who bought you. 

 

 



35 of 40: The Anatomy of Hate - “Hate Not His Father” and the Hard Sayings of Discipleship 

Introduction 

There are verses in the Bible that sentimental Christians try to bury under a stack of greeting-

card religion because the verse refuses to cooperate with their idol of comfort. They like a Jesus 

who pats heads, hands out blessings, and never threatens their priorities. They like a Jesus who 

is always gentle in their imagination and never sharp with their idols. But the Lord Jesus Christ is 

not a mascot. He is not a therapist. He is not a side character in your family story. He is the King, 

and He speaks like a King. When He talks about discipleship, He does not flatter your feelings—

He demands your allegiance. 

Luke 14:26 is one of the sharpest statements Christ ever made, and it forces honesty about 

priorities: “If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, 

and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:26). 

That verse is not a misprint. It is not an accident. Jesus chose the word hate because it cuts 

through the mushy fog of religious sentimentality. He is not commanding you to be cruel to your 

family; He is commanding you to put Him so high above every other love that all other loves 

look like hate by comparison. He is forcing a choice: Christ first, or you are not His disciple. 

In this essay I’m going to explain the comparative nature of the language and why Christ uses 

the word hate to cut through sentimentality. Discipleship requires that all other loves sit under 

love for Christ, or they become idols. I’m also going to connect it to another hard saying: “He 

that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life 

eternal” (John 12:25). This is not emotional self-loathing; it is a refusal to worship self. If Christ is 

not first, something else is, and that something else will eventually demand your soul. The 

Lord’s hard sayings are mercy, because they tell you the truth before your idol kills you. 

1. Luke 14:26 Read Honestly: Christ Makes Discipleship a Priority War 

Jesus begins with “If any man come to me” (Luke 14:26). That is discipleship language. It is not 

the plan of salvation laid out like 1 Corinthians 15:1–4; it is the call to follow. He is talking about 

loyalty, cost, and ownership. And then He says, “and hate not… he cannot be my disciple” (Luke 

14:26). That phrase “cannot be” is absolute. It means discipleship is not a hobby; it is a ruled 

life. 

Jesus lists the closest earthly loyalties—father, mother, wife, children, brethren, sisters—and 

then He adds “yea, and his own life also” (Luke 14:26). He aims at the deepest attachments 

because those attachments are the easiest idols. People will do wicked things in the name of 

family. They will disobey God “for the kids.” They will compromise doctrine “to keep peace at 

home.” They will hide truth “so mom doesn’t get upset.” They will refuse a calling “because dad 



won’t approve.” And Christ is telling you that if family loyalty outranks obedience to Him, you 

are not His disciple. 

That is not an attack on family. That is an attack on idolatry. Jesus is not destroying the family; 

He is rescuing it from being god. When family becomes god, it becomes a tyrant. It demands 

sacrifice that belongs to Christ. It demands silence when Christ demands testimony. It demands 

compromise when Christ demands holiness. That’s why Jesus speaks sharply. He is breaking the 

idol before it breaks you. 

So Luke 14:26 is Christ drawing a line: either He is first, or you are not following Him. That hard 

line is love because it saves you from divided devotion. 

2. Why Jesus Uses the Word “Hate”: Comparative Language That Cuts Through Sentimentality 

The modern mind hears “hate” and thinks of tantrums, cruelty, violence, and bitterness. But 

Christ uses “hate” here in a comparative sense—love for Him so supreme that every competing 

loyalty is demoted. He uses strong language to force clarity. He is not interested in the vague “I 

love Jesus” that never costs anything. He is interested in the kind of love that obeys. 

You can see this comparative usage in Scripture when God speaks of love and hate in terms of 

preference and covenant priority. The point is not emotional hostility; the point is ranked 

allegiance. Jesus uses the word hate like a knife because soft words allow people to keep their 

idols. If He said, “Love me a little more than your family,” people would interpret it as “Love me 

on Sundays.” But when He says “hate not,” the verse refuses to be domesticated. It shocks you 

into asking, “What does He mean?” And once you ask honestly, the idol is exposed. 

Jesus is not contradicting His own commands about honoring parents, loving your wife, caring 

for children, and doing good to all men. He is putting those loves in their proper place under the 

supreme love for God. The first commandment is still first. When Christ is first, you can love 

your family properly. When Christ is not first, you will love your family idolatrously, and that will 

corrupt the love. 

So the word “hate” here is Christ’s way of ending negotiation. He is not asking for a portion. He 

is demanding the throne. That is discipleship. 

3. Family as an Idol: When Natural Love Becomes a Rival God 

God designed family. God blesses family. But anything God designed can become a rival if you 

worship it. That’s why Christ aims straight at family loyalties in Luke 14:26. He knows the human 

heart: the heart will use “love” as an excuse for disobedience. People will say, “I can’t obey God 

because my family will be upset,” as if family emotions outrank God’s commands. 



Family idolatry often looks respectable because it wears the mask of “being a good parent” or 

“being loyal.” But if loyalty means disobeying Christ, that loyalty is rebellion with a family label 

on it. Christ refuses to let you hide behind that. He says if you won’t demote those loves under 

Him, you “cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:26). 

And it goes beyond family. He adds “his own life also” (Luke 14:26). That means self is included 

in the idol list. A man will protect his life, comfort, and reputation and call it “wisdom,” when it 

is actually self-worship. Christ calls for a hatred of that self-preservation instinct when it 

opposes obedience. Not hatred of your existence, but hatred of your self-rule. 

So discipleship is a dethroning process. It dethrones family as god. It dethrones self as god. It 

dethrones comfort as god. It dethrones approval as god. Christ will not share His throne with 

your “good intentions.” 

4. John 12:25: “Hateth His Life” as Refusal to Worship Self 

Jesus ties Luke 14:26 to the deepest issue in John 12:25: “He that loveth his life shall lose it; and 

he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal” (John 12:25). Again, the word 

hate shows up. And again, modern Christians panic, because they can’t imagine Jesus using that 

language. But He does. And He does it for the same reason: clarity about allegiance. 

“He that loveth his life shall lose it” (John 12:25). That means a man who clings to self-rule, self-

preservation, and self-centered living will lose what he thinks he is protecting. He will lose it 

spiritually, and often he will lose it practically. Self is a bad god. It never satisfies. It always 

demands more. And when you worship self, you lose yourself. 

“He that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal” (John 12:25). That is not 

emotional self-loathing. That is not depression baptized as spirituality. That is refusal to worship 

self. It is a man saying, “My life is not my master. Christ is.” It is a willingness to deny self when 

obedience requires it. It is the cross principle: “If any man will come after me, let him deny 

himself, and take up his cross, and follow me” (Matthew 16:24). 

So “hateth his life” means you hate the self-life as a ruling principle. You refuse to let “what I 

want” be the final authority. That hatred is actually freedom, because it releases you from the 

tyranny of self. It makes you usable. It makes you steady. It makes you obedient when fear 

would normally control you. 

5. Discipleship Costs: The Cross as the Line Between Talk and Follow 

Luke 14 doesn’t stop at verse 26. The whole passage is about cost. Jesus goes on to talk about 

bearing a cross and counting the cost. The disciple is not the man who talks about Jesus; he is 

the man who follows Jesus when following hurts. That is why Jesus uses “cannot be my disciple” 

(Luke 14:26). He is separating fans from followers. 



Most people want a Christianity that adds Jesus to their life without rearranging their life. Christ 

demands the opposite. He demands the rearranging. He demands the throne. And when He 

demands it, He exposes what else sits there. That’s why “hate” language shows up—it is a 

loyalty word. It is Christ saying, “If you’re going to follow me, you must be willing to lose 

everything that competes with me.” 

This is where many church people reveal they are not disciples. They may be saved, but they are 

not surrendered. They won’t take a stand if it costs family peace. They won’t obey if it costs 

comfort. They won’t speak if it costs reputation. They won’t separate if it costs friends. They 

won’t serve if it costs money. And Christ’s words stand: if you will not put Him first, you cannot 

be His disciple. 

That hard truth is not meant to crush you; it is meant to make you honest. Jesus is not building 

a crowd. He is building disciples. 

6. Loving Christ First Makes Every Other Love Clean 

Here is the part sentimental religion misses: putting Christ first doesn’t destroy love; it purifies 

it. When Christ is first, you can love your wife without making her your god. You can love your 

children without worshiping them. You can honor your parents without obeying them over 

Christ. You can value family without compromising truth for the sake of comfort. 

When Christ is not first, every love becomes contaminated by idolatry. You will love family in a 

way that excuses sin. You will love self in a way that refuses the cross. You will love comfort in a 

way that avoids obedience. You will love approval in a way that makes you a coward. That is why 

Jesus demands first place. He is not stealing love; He is saving it. 

So Luke 14:26 is actually protection. It protects you from the tyranny of competing loyalties. It 

keeps your heart from dividing into resentment. It keeps you from hating God’s demands 

because your idol keeps being threatened. It establishes the right order: Christ at the top, 

everything else under Him. 

And once the order is right, your love becomes stable. It becomes righteous. It becomes fruitful. 

The world’s version of love is a feeling that changes. Christ’s version is obedience that endures. 

7. The Warning: If Christ Is Not First, Something Else Will Demand Your Soul 

Jesus doesn’t speak hard because He likes confrontation. He speaks hard because idols are 

deadly. If Christ is not first, something else is. And whatever is first will eventually demand your 

soul. It will demand your time, your conscience, your obedience, your money, your silence, your 

compromise. It will demand sacrifices that destroy you. 



Family idols demand that you disobey God to keep peace. Self idols demand that you avoid the 

cross to keep comfort. Mammon idols demand that you sell truth to keep security. Reputation 

idols demand that you lie to keep applause. Pleasure idols demand that you sin to keep the 

high. And every idol will punish you when you don’t feed it. 

Christ is the only Master who gives life when you surrender. He is the only King who died for His 

subjects. He is the only Lord whose demands are holy and whose yoke is right. So when He says 

“hate” in Luke 14:26 and John 12:25, He is not commanding cruelty; He is commanding 

liberation from rival gods. 

That is why the verse is sharp. It has to be. A soft word won’t break a hard idol. Christ uses 

“hate” to cut. It is surgery. 

Conclusion 

Luke 14:26 is one of the sharpest sayings Christ ever spoke: “If any man come to me, and hate 

not his father, and mother… yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:26). 

The language is comparative and deliberate. Christ uses the word hate to cut through 

sentimentality and force honesty about priorities. Discipleship requires that all other loves sit 

under love for Christ, or they become idols. He is not commanding emotional cruelty; He is 

demanding ranked allegiance. 

This connects directly to John 12:25: “he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life 

eternal” (John 12:25). That is not emotional self-loathing; it is refusal to worship self. It is 

denying the self-life as master and enthroning Christ as King. When Christ is first, love becomes 

clean—family love, marital love, parental love, and even self-care take their proper place under 

obedience. When Christ is not first, something else is, and that something else will eventually 

demand your soul. 

So let the hard sayings do their work. Don’t soften them. Don’t explain them away. Let them 

expose the idol and reorder the heart. Because the Lord who demands first place is the Lord 

who alone deserves it, and the disciple who puts Him first is the disciple who finally loves 

everything else rightly. 

 

 

36 of 40: The Anatomy of Hate - The War Inside: “What I Hate, That Do I” 

Introduction 

One of the devil’s favorite tricks is to take a Bible word and make you afraid of it. He did it with 

“hate” in the culture, and he does it with “conflict” in the Christian life. He wants you to think 



that if there is a war inside you, you must not be saved, or you must be a hypocrite, or you’re 

“not doing it right.” That is how he turns a sign of life into a weapon of despair. The truth is, the 

war inside is not proof you are lost. For a Bible believer, the war is proof you are alive. 

Romans 7 is the battleground chapter that sentimental Christianity avoids because it ruins the 

fantasy of effortless holiness. Paul says, “For that which I do I allow not: for what I would, that 

do I not; but what I hate, that do I” (Romans 7:15). That verse is not a confession of being 

unsaved; it is a confession of being divided between a new nature that loves righteousness and 

a flesh that still drags. The new man hates sin. The flesh still wants sin. And the saved man lives 

in the middle of that tug-of-war until the day God changes his body. 

In this essay I’m going to show that hatred can be a sign of life when it is hatred for your own sin 

and not hatred for your brother. A dead man does not hate corruption; he swims in it. This 

study will teach how to use holy hatred as spiritual ammunition against habits, lusts, and 

patterns that keep winning. It will also warn against despair, because the conflict proves you are 

not what you used to be. The goal is victory through the Spirit, not endless self-condemnation. 

You don’t win this war by pretending it isn’t there. You win it by fighting it God’s way. 

1. Romans 7:15: The Saved Man’s Battlefield, Not the Lost Man’s Excuse 

Paul’s words are plain: “what I hate, that do I” (Romans 7:15). The first thing to notice is that 

Paul hates something. That hatred is not worldly. It is moral. It is spiritual. A lost man can feel 

regret when sin costs him something, but he does not hate sin as sin. He hates consequences. 

He hates getting caught. He hates losing comfort. But the new man hates the corruption itself 

because it grieves God and stains the conscience. 

Romans 7 shows a man who delights in God’s law in the inward man and yet experiences 

another law in his members pulling him (Romans 7:22–23). That is not a description of spiritual 

death; that is spiritual conflict. The new nature wants righteousness. The old flesh wants sin. 

The saved man finds himself doing what he hates and failing to do what he loves. That is war. 

And that war is not permission to sin. Paul isn’t giving you an excuse; he is giving you a 

diagnosis. The devil wants you to read Romans 7 like a blanket for laziness. God intends Romans 

7 like a map for battle. If you don’t understand the battlefield, you’ll either pretend you’re fine 

or despair that you’re doomed. Paul’s honesty keeps you from both traps. 

So Romans 7:15 is not the language of defeat as a lifestyle. It is the language of a soldier 

describing the fight. You don’t shame a soldier for being in a battle. You train him, arm him, and 

point him to the Commander. 

2. Hatred as a Sign of Life: The New Man Hates What the Flesh Loves 



The new man hates sin because the new man has a new appetite. When God saved you, He 

didn’t just change your destination; He changed your nature. You may still have the same body 

and the same memories, but the inward man is different. That’s why you feel conflict. A dead 

man doesn’t struggle. A corpse doesn’t wrestle. A dead man doesn’t hate corruption. He is 

corruption. 

That is why hatred can be a sign of life when it is aimed properly. The new man hates lust, hates 

filth, hates lies, hates bitterness, hates the habits that keep dragging him. That hatred is not self-

hatred in the modern psychological sense; it is moral revulsion. It is the conscience aligning with 

God’s holiness. It is the inward man saying, “This is not me anymore.” That is life. 

But get the target right. The Bible condemns hatred for a brother in your heart (Leviticus 19:17). 

The Bible commands hatred of evil (Psalms 97:10). The devil loves to flip those targets. He 

wants you to excuse your bitterness toward people while making you tolerant of your own sin. 

The Spirit does the opposite: He makes you tender toward people and hard toward sin. 

So if you hate your own sin and you grieve over it, that is not proof you are lost. That is proof 

something inside you is alive enough to protest. The lost man can enjoy sin with no inward 

argument. The saved man has an argument going on all the time. That argument can be 

exhausting, but it is also evidence. 

3. The Flesh Is Still There: Why the War Doesn’t End at Salvation 

Some Christians are surprised that salvation doesn’t erase the flesh. They think the moment 

they got saved, temptation should vanish. That is not Bible. You got a new birth, but you still live 

in the old body. You are saved by grace, but you are still housed in flesh. That is why Paul says, 

“For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing” (Romans 7:18). He doesn’t 

say “in me” as the new man. He says “in my flesh.” 

The flesh is not educated into holiness. It is crucified by reckoning and restrained by the Spirit. If 

you feed it, it grows. If you indulge it, it strengthens. If you excuse it, it becomes bold. That is 

why the war persists. Until the redemption of the body, the saved man must treat the flesh like 

a traitor living in his house. 

And this is where many Christians get confused: they mistake temptation for sin. The presence 

of temptation is not the proof of rebellion; it is the proof you still have flesh. The decision to 

yield is where sin occurs. So the goal is not to pretend temptation doesn’t exist. The goal is to 

fight with the right weapons when it shows up. 

So don’t be shocked by the war. Expect it. Prepare for it. And remember: the presence of a 

battle is not proof you lost. It is proof you’re engaged. 

4. Holy Hatred as Ammunition: Turning Disgust Into Strategy 



The saved man’s hatred for sin can either become spiritual ammunition or become despair, 

depending on what he does with it. If you hate sin but you don’t fight it, you’ll rot in frustration. 

If you hate sin and you fight it God’s way, that hatred becomes fuel. 

Holy hatred means you stop romanticizing sin. You stop calling it “a weakness.” You stop making 

cute excuses. You call it what God calls it. You treat it as an enemy, not a pet. You learn to hate 

what it does to your mind, your marriage, your testimony, your prayer life, and your joy. You 

remember how it lies, how it enslaves, and how it always costs more than it promises. 

That hatred becomes ammunition when you attach it to decisions. You build fences. You remove 

triggers. You cut off access. You stop feeding the habit. You stop entertaining the lust. You stop 

hanging around what keeps killing you. That is not legalism. That is war wisdom. If you know the 

flesh is a traitor, you don’t keep giving it weapons. 

And the greatest ammunition is Scripture. The word of God is “the sword of the Spirit” 

(Ephesians 6:17). When you hate sin, put verses in your mouth. Put truth in your mind. Don’t 

just feel disgust; speak God’s verdict. Jesus answered temptation with “It is written.” That is how 

hatred becomes strategy. 

5. Victory Through the Spirit: The Romans 8 Answer to the Romans 7 War 

Romans 7 shows the fight. Romans 8 shows the way. Paul cries out, “O wretched man that I am! 

who shall deliver me from the body of this death?” (Romans 7:24). Then he answers with 

deliverance through Jesus Christ (Romans 7:25), and Romans 8 opens with the great statement: 

“There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1). That 

verse does not mean no conflict. It means no condemnation. The devil wants you condemned. 

God wants you armed. 

Victory is not achieved by beating yourself to death with guilt. Victory is achieved by walking in 

the Spirit. “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin 

and death” (Romans 8:2). The Spirit provides the power to say no. The Spirit provides the mind-

set shift. The Spirit provides the fruit. The flesh cannot produce holiness. The Spirit produces 

holiness when you yield. 

That’s why Paul says, “For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do 

mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live” (Romans 8:13). Notice the method: “through the 

Spirit.” Not through self-hatred. Not through self-help. Not through white-knuckle effort alone. 

Through the Spirit. You cooperate by yielding, obeying, and renewing the mind, but the Spirit 

supplies power. 



So the goal is not endless confession with no change. The goal is mortification—killing deeds, 

starving habits, cutting patterns, replacing old paths with new ones. That is victory through the 

Spirit. That is how a saved man fights. 

6. Guarding Against Despair: Conflict Proves You’re Not What You Used to Be 

The devil will whisper, “If you were saved, you wouldn’t struggle.” That is a lie designed to turn 

your battlefield into a graveyard. If you believe that lie, you will either pretend to be righteous 

while living in secret sin, or you will despair and give up. Both outcomes serve the devil. 

The truth is, the conflict proves you are not what you used to be. A lost man can sin and sleep. A 

saved man sins and grieves. A lost man can indulge and laugh. A saved man indulges and feels 

sick. That sickness is not your enemy; it is your alarm. It is God’s mercy in your conscience. 

So don’t turn conflict into condemnation. Romans 8:1 says “no condemnation” for those “in 

Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1). Condemnation is not the same as conviction. Conviction is God 

pulling you back. Condemnation is the devil trying to bury you. Conviction leads to repentance. 

Condemnation leads to paralysis. Learn to tell the difference. 

And remember this: growth is often slow and fought for. Habits built over years don’t die in a 

week. Patterns carved into the flesh don’t vanish overnight. But the war itself is not proof of 

failure; it is proof you’re still in the fight. A man who is dead doesn’t fight. A man who is alive 

hates corruption and wants out. That is life. 

7. Practical War Steps: Using Holy Hatred Without Turning It Into Self-Condemnation 

If “what I hate, that do I” (Romans 7:15) is your lived experience, then you need war steps that 

match the Bible. First, identify the pattern. Sin thrives in vagueness. Drag it into light. Name it. 

Confess it. Don’t soften it. Second, cut off supply lines. If the flesh keeps winning in one 

environment, change the environment. Remove access. Shut doors. Don’t pray for victory while 

keeping temptation in your pocket. 

Third, replace the habit. You don’t just stop; you start. You fill the vacuum with Scripture, prayer, 

service, and clean habits. You renew the mind. Fourth, use accountability wisely. Not gossip. Not 

public shame. But real help—someone who will pray and check on you without flattering your 

flesh. 

Fifth, remember the difference between stumbling and living in rebellion. A sheep can fall in the 

mud and hate it. A pig lives in it and loves it. The sheep’s hatred is proof he belongs elsewhere. 

So if you fell, get up. Confess. Clean up. Keep going. Don’t make one fall into a lifestyle. 

And finally, keep your eyes on Christ, not on your performance. The flesh loves self-focus even 

in “spiritual” form. It will turn your whole Christian life into counting failures and measuring 



yourself. That leads to despair. The Spirit leads you to look to Christ, walk, obey, and fight. The 

goal is victory through the Spirit—not endless self-condemnation. 

Conclusion 

Romans 7:15 is the saved man’s battlefield: “what I hate, that do I” (Romans 7:15). The new 

man hates sin, but the flesh still pulls. That hatred can be a sign of life when it is hatred for your 

own corruption and not hatred for your brother. A dead man does not hate sin; he swims in it. 

The war inside is not proof you are lost—it is often proof you are alive enough to resist what 

would have once ruled you. 

This study teaches you to use holy hatred as spiritual ammunition against habits, lusts, and 

patterns that keep winning. Holy hatred stops making peace with sin. It calls it what it is, cuts off 

its supply lines, and fights with Scripture as “the sword of the Spirit” (Ephesians 6:17). But it 

also warns against despair. The conflict is not condemnation. “There is therefore now no 

condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1). Conviction is God calling you 

forward; condemnation is the devil trying to bury you. 

So aim for victory through the Spirit, not endless self-condemnation. “If ye through the Spirit do 

mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live” (Romans 8:13). The goal is not pretending you don’t 

have a war. The goal is fighting it God’s way until the flesh loses ground and Christ gains room. 

The fact that you hate the sin that once owned you is proof the new man is alive. Now fight like 

it. 

 

 

37 of 40: The Anatomy of Hate - Brother Hatred and the Murderer’s Heart 

Introduction 

There are Christians who would never touch a gun, never throw a punch, never commit a crime, 

and yet they live with a knife in their spirit. They sit in church, sing hymns, carry a Bible, say 

“Amen,” and still hate a brother. They don’t call it hate. They call it “discernment.” They call it 

“boundaries.” They call it “standing for truth.” But the Holy Ghost doesn’t play word games. God 

calls it what it is, because God judges the heart, not the label. 

John doesn’t write like a modern counselor trying to protect feelings. He writes like a man who 

has been with Jesus Christ and watched what hatred does to souls. He says, “Whosoever hateth 

his brother is a murderer” (1 John 3:15). That verse is a thunderclap. It doesn’t mean you 

stabbed him with steel; it means you stabbed him with intent. You have murder in seed form. 

The act may not have happened, but the heart is already in the same family as Cain. Then John 



tightens the noose: “If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar” (1 John 4:20). 

No exceptions. No spiritual talk. No “but you don’t know what he did.” Liar. 

In this essay I’m going to show how hatred in the body is not a personality issue; it is a spiritual 

crisis. You cannot claim fellowship with God while hating a brother, because hatred is darkness 

and darkness blinds. This study will expose how church splits, silent feuds, and cliques are often 

baptized hatred and then defended as “discernment.” The Word of God does not excuse it. The 

aim is repentance and restoration, not spiritual theater. And if you can’t handle that, then you 

can’t handle 1 John, because John was not sent to soothe hypocrites; he was sent to expose 

them. 

1. “Whosoever Hateth His Brother Is a Murderer”: The Bible’s Verdict on Heart-Sin 

John doesn’t leave room for a soft interpretation. “Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer” 

(1 John 3:15). The world thinks murder begins with a weapon. God says murder begins with 

hatred. Hatred is the seed. Murder is the fruit. If you let the seed live, you are already living in 

the same darkness that produces bloodshed. 

This is not new. Jesus said, “Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not 

kill… But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in 

danger of the judgment” (Matthew 5:21–22). Christ put heart-sin on trial. John does the same. 

The Bible is not impressed with your clean hands if your heart is filthy. 

A man can keep his hatred “respectable” and still be guilty. He can smile while he sabotages. He 

can call it “not my personality” while he nurses resentment. But God sees the intent. God sees 

the wish. God sees the pleasure you take when a brother falls. God sees the stories you repeat 

to keep the hatred alive. John calls that murder because it is the spirit of murder. 

So when a Christian says, “I’d never hurt anyone,” but he hates a brother, he is lying to himself. 

He may not have the courage to shed blood, but the heart is already on Cain’s side. And God 

judges the heart. 

2. Hatred Is Darkness: Why It Blinds the Religious Man 

John explains why brother-hatred is so deadly: it blinds. “He that hateth his brother is in 

darkness, and walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth, because that darkness 

hath blinded his eyes” (1 John 2:11). That verse is not poetry; it is diagnosis. Hatred is not only a 

sin; it is a fog. It corrupts perception. It makes you interpret everything through resentment. 

That’s why hateful church people are always “sure” they’re right. Darkness blinds. When hatred 

is in the heart, you can’t judge righteously. You don’t weigh facts; you look for ammunition. You 

don’t want reconciliation; you want validation. You don’t ask, “Am I being fair?” You ask, “How 

can I win?” And then you call the whole thing “discernment.” 



Hatred also blinds you to your own sin. You can see every flaw in the brother you hate, but you 

can’t see your own bitterness. You can quote the Bible about doctrine, but you ignore the Bible 

about charity. You can preach holiness while you practice malice. That is blindness. That is 

darkness. 

So John isn’t exaggerating when he makes hatred a fellowship issue. You can’t walk in light while 

clinging to darkness. You can’t talk about love while nursing murder in seed form. Hatred is 

darkness, and darkness blinds. 

3. “He Is a Liar”: The Fellowship Test That Destroys Hypocrisy 

John’s test is simple, and that’s why hypocrites hate it. “If a man say, I love God, and hateth his 

brother, he is a liar” (1 John 4:20). Not “he’s confused.” Not “he’s hurting.” Liar. That verse is not 

aimed at the lost world; it is aimed at religious mouths that claim love while practicing hate. 

Then John gives the logic that shuts down excuses: “for he that loveth not his brother whom he 

hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen?” (1 John 4:20). In other words, your 

love for God is not proven by your vocabulary; it is proven by your treatment of visible brethren. 

If you can’t love the brother you see, your claim to love the unseen God is empty talk. 

Now, loving a brother doesn’t mean approving sin or ignoring doctrine. John is not teaching 

compromise. John is teaching that hatred cannot live in the same heart that claims fellowship 

with a God who is light. You can rebuke a brother and still love him. You can separate from false 

doctrine and still love the person. But you cannot hate him and pretend that hatred is holiness. 

The tragedy is that many church people would rather lose fellowship than lose their hatred. 

They would rather keep the grudge than keep the light. They would rather be “right” in their 

own mind than be clean before God. John won’t allow that. He says if you hate your brother, 

you’re lying about your love for God. 

4. Cain in Church Clothes: How Brother-Hatred Repeats Genesis 4 

John doesn’t just call hatred murder; he ties it to Cain. “Not as Cain, who was of that wicked 

one, and slew his brother. And wherefore slew he him? Because his own works were evil, and 

his brother’s righteous” (1 John 3:12). That is the oldest church split: a wicked man resenting a 

righteous man. Cain didn’t kill Abel because Abel stole his sheep. Cain killed Abel because Abel’s 

righteousness exposed Cain’s evil. 

That’s why hatred in the body is so spiritual. It’s not just “two personalities.” It is often 

righteousness convicting wickedness. It is pride colliding with humility. It is jealousy colliding 

with faithfulness. It is a man who wants God’s blessing without God’s obedience, resenting the 

brother who actually walks with God. 



Cain didn’t repent; he attacked. And that is what brother-hatred does. When a man is convicted, 

he has two options: repent or retaliate. If he won’t repent, he will retaliate. He will start 

whispering. He will start isolating. He will start accusing. He will start gathering allies. He will 

start poisoning the room. And then he will call it “concern.” That’s Cain in church clothes. 

So when John says hatred is murder, he is not being dramatic. He is tracing the genealogy of the 

sin. Hatred is the spirit of Cain. If you let it live, it will always move toward destruction. 

5. Church Splits, Silent Feuds, and Cliques: Hatred Baptized as “Discernment” 

Some of the ugliest hatred on earth is religious hatred because it wears a halo. It doesn’t punch 

you in the face; it murders you in the hallway. It doesn’t scream; it whispers. It doesn’t confess; 

it justifies. It doesn’t repent; it recruits. 

John already described one of its forms: “All that hate me whisper together against me” (Psalms 

41:7). That whisper network is how hatred travels in churches. It spreads under the cover of 

“prayer requests” and “just so you know.” It carries half-truths, insinuations, and selective 

history. It aims to destroy a brother while keeping the hands clean. That is murder without 

blood. 

Then come the cliques. Cliques are often just organized dislike with a spiritual label. They are 

circles formed around shared resentment. They bond over who they oppose, not over Christ. 

They “separate” a brother from company, exactly like Luke 6:22 described, but they do it with 

smiles and “God bless you.” That is hatred wearing manners. 

And when the church splits, it is often because hatred has been fed. Not doctrine, hatred. 

Doctrine can require separation, but hatred always poisons it. When hatred is present, the goal 

is not purity; it is punishment. The goal is not protection; it is revenge. The goal is not truth; it is 

triumph. And people defend it as “discernment” because they can’t admit their heart is wrong. 

The Word of God does not excuse it. You can’t baptize hatred and call it holiness. John calls it 

murder and darkness. 

6. Discernment vs. Malice: How to Tell the Difference Before You Destroy Someone 

The devil loves to hide malice behind discernment because discernment is biblical. The believer 

is called to test things, judge righteously, and reject false doctrine. But malice is different. Malice 

wants the brother harmed. Discernment wants the truth protected. Malice enjoys the brother’s 

downfall. Discernment grieves over sin and wants repentance. 

Discernment speaks openly and honestly. Malice whispers. Discernment goes to the person 

when possible. Malice goes around the person. Discernment uses Scripture in context. Malice 



uses verses like rocks. Discernment is willing to be corrected. Malice is untouchable. 

Discernment can pray for the brother. Malice can only pray against him. 

John gives you a heart test: “If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar” (1 John 

4:20). That means if the brother’s name makes you sour, if you can’t speak of him without 

contempt, if you secretly want him to fail, if you replay his faults for pleasure, if you refuse 

reconciliation out of pride—whatever you call it, John calls it hatred. 

And hatred blinds. “He that hateth his brother… knoweth not whither he goeth” (1 John 2:11). 

That means you can be absolutely confident and absolutely wrong because darkness blinds. The 

first thing to do in a conflict is not to prove you’re right; it is to check your spirit. If you have 

malice, you don’t have discernment. You have darkness. 

7. Repentance and Restoration: The Aim of God in the Body 

The aim is not spiritual theater. The aim is repentance and restoration. That doesn’t mean every 

relationship becomes close. It doesn’t mean you trust everyone. It doesn’t mean there are no 

boundaries. It means you get hatred out of the heart because hatred is murder seed, and 

murder seed cannot stay in Christ’s body without producing rot. 

Repentance begins by calling it what God calls it. Not “I’m just blunt.” Not “I’m just done with 

them.” Not “I’m protecting my peace.” If it is hatred, confess hatred. God cannot cleanse what 

you keep renaming. 

Then restoration requires humility. Sometimes you need to go to a brother and say, “I was 

wrong in my spirit.” Sometimes you need to stop telling the story that keeps your resentment 

alive. Sometimes you need to stop recruiting allies. Sometimes you need to stop reliving the 

offense as entertainment. You don’t need to perform; you need to repent. 

And if the brother has sinned, correction is still biblical—but correction without love becomes 

cruelty. Leviticus told Israel, “Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart: thou shalt in any 

wise rebuke thy neighbour, and not suffer sin upon him” (Leviticus 19:17). That verse shows 

God’s way: rebuke in light, not hatred in darkness. Truth with charity. Correction with purity. 

That is how the body stays clean. 

Conclusion 

John’s epistles draw blood because the Holy Ghost is not interested in church cosmetics. 

“Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer” (1 John 3:15). Hatred in the body is not a 

personality issue; it is a spiritual crisis. Hatred is darkness, and darkness blinds: “He that hateth 

his brother is in darkness… because that darkness hath blinded his eyes” (1 John 2:11). That 

blindness is why hateful people can feel “right” while they destroy brethren with whispers, 

cliques, and silent feuds. 



And John shuts down hypocrisy with one sentence: “If a man say, I love God, and hateth his 

brother, he is a liar” (1 John 4:20). You cannot claim fellowship with God while hating a brother. 

You can’t baptize malice as discernment. The Word of God does not excuse it. Discernment 

protects truth; hatred seeks harm. Discernment can pray; hatred can only poison. 

So the aim is repentance and restoration, not spiritual theater. Call it what it is. Get it out of the 

heart. Rebuke in the light when needed, but refuse hatred in the dark. Because brother-hatred 

is Cain’s spirit in church clothes, and if you let it live, it will keep killing—maybe not with blood, 

but with division, distrust, and darkness. God didn’t save you to be a murderer with a Bible. He 

saved you to walk in the light. 

 

 

38 of 40: The Anatomy of Hate - Hateful and Hating One Another: The Rotten Society 

Snapshot 

Introduction 

If you want proof the Bible is a living Book, you don’t need a newspaper, a documentary, or a 

poll. You need a mirror and a memory. God wrote down what man becomes when he is left to 

himself, and then history repeats it like a record stuck in a groove. Man keeps promising 

“progress,” but sin keeps producing the same fruit. He paints new slogans on old corruption and 

calls it “evolved.” The Lord calls it what it is: lost. 

Paul gives you one sentence that captures the stench of fallen society without God, and he does 

it without melodrama. He says, “For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, 

deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one 

another” (Titus 3:3). That is not a poetic exaggeration. That is a snapshot. It’s the natural end of 

man without God: envy becomes malice, malice becomes hatred, and hatred becomes a 

lifestyle. And notice Paul includes himself—“we ourselves also were sometimes”—because the 

point is not to gloat; the point is to remember what salvation rescued you from. 

In this essay I’m going to show the natural end of man without God: envy becomes malice, 

malice becomes hatred, and hatred becomes a lifestyle. This is a portrait of the last days 

without needing to mention headlines. I’m going to connect hatred to deception and lust, 

because people who serve passions grow cruel when crossed. I’m also going to show the 

contrast: salvation changes the nature, not by polishing the flesh, but by making a new man. If 

hatred is your default, you need more than therapy—you need redemption. Titus 3 is not 

teaching self-improvement; it is teaching new birth. 

1. Titus 3:3: God’s Autopsy Report on the Lost Life 



Paul doesn’t start with hatred; he shows the chain. “Foolish, disobedient, deceived” (Titus 3:3). 

That is the mind and will corrupted. Then “serving divers lusts and pleasures” (Titus 3:3). That is 

the bondage of the passions. Then “living in malice and envy” (Titus 3:3). That is the heart 

rotting. And then the end product: “hateful, and hating one another” (Titus 3:3). That is society 

in its natural state when God is pushed out. 

Notice the wording: “serving.” Lost man isn’t free; he is a servant to lust. He is a slave to 

appetite. He serves “divers lusts and pleasures” like they’re masters. That’s why he becomes 

cruel when crossed. A man who serves lust will bite you when you block his lust. A man who 

serves pleasure will hate you when you inconvenience his pleasure. A man who serves self will 

resent you when you don’t worship his self. 

Then Paul says “living in malice and envy.” Malice isn’t a mood; it’s a residence. Envy isn’t a 

passing thought; it’s a lifestyle. Once a man lives there long enough, hatred becomes normal. 

Hatred becomes his language. He becomes “hateful,” meaning he becomes the kind of person 

other people dread. And he becomes “hating one another,” meaning hatred becomes mutual, 

cultural, and contagious. 

So Titus 3:3 is God’s autopsy report. It tells you what sin does when it runs its course. If you 

want to understand why a society turns rotten, you don’t start with politics. You start with 

passions. 

2. Envy: The Fuel That Turns Neighbors Into Enemies 

Envy is not just wanting what someone has; it is resenting them for having it. It is hatred in seed 

form. It doesn’t just say, “I wish I had that.” It says, “I wish they didn’t.” That’s why envy makes 

people cruel. It turns blessings into accusations and success into a crime. 

Titus 3:3 places envy right beside malice because envy produces malice. Envy is the pain of 

seeing someone else prosper. And when that pain isn’t brought to God, it becomes bitterness. 

Bitterness becomes contempt. Contempt becomes sabotage. And sabotage becomes hatred 

that wears a smile. 

This is why lost society can’t celebrate anything cleanly. Somebody else’s joy becomes a threat. 

Somebody else’s success becomes an insult. Somebody else’s beauty becomes a provocation. 

Somebody else’s peace becomes irritating. Envy turns life into competition and people into 

targets. 

And envy always needs a story to justify itself. It will find a reason to hate. It will call the blessed 

person “privileged,” “fake,” “hypocritical,” “arrogant,” “lucky.” Anything to soothe the envy. That 

is how envy becomes malice. That is how malice becomes hatred. Titus 3:3 isn’t guessing. It’s 

describing. 



3. Malice: When the Heart Chooses Harm as a Response 

Malice is the decision to want harm. It is not merely anger. Anger can flare and fade. Malice 

stays. Malice wants the other person to pay. Malice wants them embarrassed. Malice wants 

them ruined. Malice can sit quietly, plan patiently, and smile while it plots. That’s why Paul says 

“living in malice” (Titus 3:3). A man can move into malice like a house and decorate it with 

excuses. 

Malice is what happens when sin stops being accidental and becomes intentional. A man 

doesn’t just stumble; he chooses. He chooses revenge. He chooses slander. He chooses 

bitterness. He chooses to keep the wound open because he likes the power it gives him. Malice 

turns pain into identity. 

And in a lost society, malice becomes entertainment. People gather around downfall like 

vultures. They share rumors. They amplify scandals. They celebrate humiliation. They laugh at 

misery. That’s not just “internet culture.” That is Titus 3:3 in motion—“living in malice.” When 

malice becomes public, hatred becomes fashionable. 

So malice is the bridge between envy and hatred. Envy resents. Malice intends harm. Hatred 

becomes a lifestyle. That’s the chain. 

4. Deception and Lust: The Cruelty of People Who Serve Passions 

Paul says lost man is “deceived” and “serving divers lusts and pleasures” (Titus 3:3). Those two 

belong together. Deception is the mind lying to itself so lust can rule without guilt. Lust always 

needs deception, because lust cannot rule in full light. It needs excuses. It needs narratives. It 

needs “everybody does it.” It needs “I deserve it.” It needs “this is who I am.” Deception is the 

oil that keeps lust running smoothly. 

And when a man serves passions, he becomes cruel when crossed. That’s why hatred is linked 

to lust. Lust makes you selfish. Selfishness makes you demanding. Demanding people become 

furious when they don’t get what they want. They become “hateful.” They become “hating one 

another.” They don’t want truth; they want satisfaction. 

So you can’t fix a hateful society by teaching manners. You can’t fix it by telling people to “be 

kind.” Kindness without a new heart is just a mask. The passions still rule underneath. When the 

mask cracks, the hatred pours out. That’s why Paul starts with the inner chain: deception, lust, 

envy, malice, hatred. The root is spiritual, not cosmetic. 

This is also why “therapy” alone can’t redeem a soul. Therapy may help someone understand 

patterns, but it cannot give new life. It can’t crucify the flesh. It can’t regenerate the heart. It 

can’t wash sin away. It can’t make a new creature. Titus 3 doesn’t offer counseling; it offers 

salvation. 



5. “Hateful, and Hating One Another”: When Hatred Becomes a Culture 

Paul doesn’t say, “They hate sometimes.” He says, “hateful.” That is identity. That is reputation. 

That is the kind of person you are when sin has hardened you. A hateful man is not just angry; 

he is poisonous. He corrupts rooms. He destroys relationships. He turns everything into conflict. 

He cannot enjoy peace because peace threatens his identity. 

And then Paul says “hating one another.” That is mutual. That is societal. That is when hatred 

becomes normal conversation. People don’t just hate individuals; they hate categories. They 

hate tribes. They hate groups. They hate anyone who doesn’t mirror them. Hatred becomes 

social currency. It becomes how people bond. They don’t unite around truth; they unite around 

shared contempt. 

That is why a lost society always fractures. Sin cannot build unity; it can only build gangs. Lust 

builds factions. Envy builds rivalries. Malice builds vendettas. Hatred builds cycles. That’s the 

rotten snapshot Paul gives. And it is rotten because it is natural. It is what the flesh produces 

when the Spirit is absent. 

This is why you should never envy the lost world’s “freedom.” It is not freedom; it is bondage. It 

is slavery to passions that turn people into enemies. Titus 3:3 is not describing “living your best 

life.” It is describing living your worst nature. 

6. The Contrast: Salvation Doesn’t Polish the Flesh; It Makes a New Man 

Now Paul doesn’t leave you in Titus 3:3. He moves to the contrast. After describing that lost life, 

he says, “But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared” (Titus 

3:4). That “but” is the turn. God intervenes. God doesn’t just tell man to behave; God saves 

man. 

Then Paul says it plainly: “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to 

his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost” (Titus 

3:5). That is not self-help. That is new birth. That is a new nature. That is regeneration. God 

changes the man, not by polishing the flesh, but by making a new man and renewing him by the 

Holy Ghost. 

That is why the gospel is the only answer to a hateful soul. The gospel doesn’t teach a hateful 

man to smile nicer; it gives him a new heart. A man can be trained to act polite, but he cannot 

be trained to love righteousness without the Spirit of God. The flesh can perform. It cannot 

transform. 

So if hatred is your default—if you live in malice, if you feed envy, if you serve passions, if you 

enjoy harm—your problem isn’t “stress.” Your problem is death. And dead men don’t need tips; 



they need resurrection. Titus 3:5 says God saves by regeneration. That is what changes the 

nature. 

7. The Warning and the Call: If Hatred Is Your Default, You Need Redemption 

Paul’s snapshot is not just descriptive; it is diagnostic. If your life is marked by being “hateful, 

and hating one another” (Titus 3:3), that is not a minor flaw. That is a sign of a nature still ruled 

by sin. Now, a saved man can still fall into bitterness and must repent—John and Paul both 

address that. But Titus 3:3 is describing the pattern of the lost life as a residence: “living in 

malice and envy.” If that’s your home, you are not dealing with a small issue. You are dealing 

with a spiritual condition. 

And this is why the culture’s obsession with “love” is a fraud. It talks love while it lives hate. It 

celebrates lust while it condemns holiness. It preaches tolerance while it practices malice. That 

contradiction is what Paul meant—deceived. A deceived society can chant “love” and still be 

hateful because words don’t change nature. 

So the call is simple: come to Christ. Not to religion. Not to performance. Not to therapy as a 

substitute for repentance. Come to the Saviour who regenerates. Come to the One who washes 

and renews by the Holy Ghost (Titus 3:5). Because if hatred is your default, you don’t need a 

better routine; you need a new birth. 

And if you are saved, this passage still calls you to remember what you were “sometimes” and 

to walk like a man who has been changed. If God rescued you from that rotten chain, don’t go 

back to it. Don’t flirt with envy. Don’t feed malice. Don’t justify hatred. Those are grave clothes. 

You’ve been raised to walk in newness of life. 

Conclusion 

Titus 3:3 gives one of the clearest snapshots of man without God: “foolish, disobedient, 

deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one 

another” (Titus 3:3). That is the natural end of the flesh. Envy becomes malice. Malice becomes 

hatred. Hatred becomes a lifestyle. It is a portrait of the last days without needing headlines 

because it is the same rotten nature repeating itself. People who serve passions grow cruel 

when crossed, and deception keeps the passions ruling by keeping the conscience quiet. 

But the contrast is the glory of the chapter: “Not by works of righteousness which we have 

done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of 

the Holy Ghost” (Titus 3:5). Salvation doesn’t polish the flesh; it makes a new man. It changes 

the nature. It breaks the chain. It moves a man from living in malice to living in mercy. 

So if hatred is your default, you need more than therapy—you need redemption. You need the 

kindness and love of God our Saviour to appear in your life (Titus 3:4). And if you are saved, 



remember what you were “sometimes,” and refuse to go back to that rotten house. Hate evil, 

love righteousness, and walk like a man who has been regenerated—not by his works, but by 

God’s mercy. 

 

 

39 of 40: The Anatomy of Hate - Perpetual Hatred and Prophetic Judgment 

Introduction 

Most people think hatred is a personal problem, like a man losing his temper or nursing a 

grudge. The Bible goes further and shows you hatred can harden into policy, culture, and 

bloodline. It can become the air a people breathes until it doesn’t feel like sin anymore—it feels 

like identity. When hatred becomes perpetual, it stops being a flare-up and becomes a furnace. 

And God does not treat that furnace like a harmless emotion. He treats it like rebellion that has 

settled in and refused to move. 

Ezekiel uses a phrase that ought to frighten anyone who thinks hatred is “just how I am.” He 

condemns “a perpetual hatred” and ties it to bloodshed and long-term hostility. The Lord says, 

“Because thou hast had a perpetual hatred, and hast shed the blood of the children of Israel by 

the force of the sword in the time of their calamity… therefore… I will prepare thee unto blood, 

and blood shall pursue thee” (Ezekiel 35:5–6). God doesn’t diagnose it as personality; He indicts 

it as history-long violence and settled hostility. That kind of hatred becomes a moral structure, 

and God judges it like a structure—He tears it down. 

In this essay I’m going to show how hatred can become generational, cultural, and national, and 

how God judges it as a settled rebellion. I’m also going to connect it to Revelation where 

political powers “shall hate the whore, and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her 

flesh, and burn her with fire” (Revelation 17:16), showing hatred as a tool in end-time judgment 

and betrayal. Hatred is often used by God as a rod against wicked systems, even when the 

haters themselves are wicked. The lesson is sobering: hatred can be both sin in a man and 

judgment in God’s hand. That means you can’t excuse hatred because “God used it,” and you 

can’t pretend God won’t judge it because “it was justified.” God is holy, and His providence does 

not make your sin righteous. 

1. “Perpetual Hatred”: When a Sin Becomes a Settled Identity 

Ezekiel doesn’t describe a moment of anger; he describes a state. “Because thou hast had a 

perpetual hatred” (Ezekiel 35:5). Perpetual means continuing, lasting, carried. It is hatred that 

survived seasons, outlived individuals, and became part of the nation’s posture. It is hatred that 

isn’t repented of because it has been normalized. 



This is where hatred becomes dangerous beyond the individual level. When hatred is perpetual, 

it becomes tradition. Children inherit it like a surname. Stories are told not to heal, but to keep 

the fire burning. Grievances are preserved like sacred relics. The people don’t just remember; 

they rehearse. And hatred becomes a cultural liturgy. 

God condemns it because perpetual hatred is refusal. It is a long-term “no” to righteousness. It 

is a decision to remain hostile. It is rebellion that has settled in the bones. That’s why God 

doesn’t treat it like a feeling. He treats it like a moral stance. A perpetual hater has made hatred 

his covenant. 

So the first lesson is this: there is a kind of hatred that becomes identity, and when it does, it 

stops being merely personal and becomes prophetic—because God answers it publicly. 

2. Hatred and Bloodshed: The Fruit Proves the Root 

Ezekiel ties perpetual hatred to action: “and hast shed the blood of the children of Israel by the 

force of the sword” (Ezekiel 35:5). Hatred is never content to remain invisible. It seeks 

expression. It seeks payment. It seeks destruction. The fruit proves the root. When hatred is 

present, violence will eventually follow—whether physical violence or structural violence, 

whether swords or policies that crush. 

God points to timing: “in the time of their calamity” (Ezekiel 35:5). That means the hatred 

waited and struck when Israel was weak. That is the cowardice of hatred. Hatred loves 

advantage. It hits when the other side is down. It piles on. It enjoys calamity. That’s why God 

judges it so severely. It is cruelty wrapped in opportunity. 

And notice the Lord’s response: “therefore… I will prepare thee unto blood, and blood shall 

pursue thee” (Ezekiel 35:6). God answers the sin with fitting judgment. The one who pursued 

blood will be pursued by blood. The one who loved violence will be met with violence. God 

doesn’t “overreact.” He measures judgment to the moral weight of the sin. 

So hatred is not a harmless internal condition. It is a root that produces blood. And when that 

root becomes perpetual, the blood becomes historical. 

3. Generational and National Hatred: When Hostility Outlives the Haters 

Perpetual hatred outlives individuals. One generation starts it. The next generation inherits it. 

The next generation weaponizes it. It becomes national memory with a moral twist: “We hate 

because we are righteous.” That is how hatred disguises itself as virtue. People begin to treat 

hatred as loyalty. If you don’t hate the approved enemy, you are called a traitor to your own 

tribe. 



This is why hatred can become generational. Children learn it before they can reason. They 

absorb it from tone, jokes, and selective history. They inherit the bitterness without the original 

wound, but they carry it as if it were their own. That is what makes it perpetual: it is constantly 

replenished by teaching and repetition. 

God judges that kind of hatred as settled rebellion because it is sustained by the will. If the 

hatred were only a wound, it could heal. If the hatred were only pain, it could be comforted. But 

perpetual hatred is maintained. It is chosen. It is institutionalized. It is celebrated. It is 

preserved. That preservation is rebellion. 

And this is where prophecy becomes terrifying. Because God does not just judge individuals. He 

judges nations. He judges systems. He judges cultures. When hatred becomes a national 

posture, it invites national judgment. That is what Ezekiel 35 shows: God addressing a people 

and their posture across time. 

4. Hatred as God’s Rod: Wicked Men Used to Strike Wicked Systems 

Now here is the sobering part: God can use hatred as a rod against wickedness. That does not 

sanctify the hatred. It does not make the haters righteous. It simply shows God’s sovereignty. 

God can take a wicked instrument and use it to strike a wicked target, then judge the instrument 

afterward for its own wickedness. 

The Bible has always operated this way. God raised nations to chasten Israel and then judged 

those nations for their pride and cruelty. God can use a man’s wrath to accomplish His purpose 

without approving the man’s wrath. Providence is not permission. Sovereignty is not 

endorsement. God can use the devil’s malice without calling the devil holy. 

This is why you must be careful when you see hatred accomplish something. Sometimes hatred 

takes down a corrupt system, and people call the hatred “justice.” But God never called hatred 

holy simply because it struck a wicked target. God judges the heart. He judges motives. He 

judges cruelty. He judges excess. He judges pride. He judges the pleasure taken in destruction. 

So yes, hatred can be a rod in God’s hand. But it remains sin in man’s heart unless it is the holy 

hatred God commands—hatred of evil, hatred of false ways, hatred of lying. When hatred is 

aimed at persons with cruelty, it is a different spirit. And God will judge it. 

5. Revelation 17:16: End-Time Betrayal and Hatred Turned into Fire 

Revelation shows hatred functioning in prophetic judgment. “And the ten horns which thou 

sawest upon the beast, these shall hate the whore” (Revelation 17:16). Notice, the hatred is 

political. It is strategic. It is not sentimental. It is alliance turning into betrayal. The same powers 

that once partnered with the system turn on it and destroy it: “and shall make her desolate and 

naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire” (Revelation 17:16). 



This is hatred used as a tool. The “whore” represents a corrupt system that seduced nations, 

and God brings it down through the hatred of wicked rulers. That’s prophetic irony. The system 

that lived by lust and corruption dies by betrayal and hatred. The same devilish appetites that 

built the alliance rip it apart. 

And God’s Word explains the deeper cause: “For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will” 

(Revelation 17:17). That’s sovereignty. God is using wicked hearts to carry out His judgment on a 

wicked system. But that does not make the horns righteous. It means God can steer even hatred 

to fulfill His decree. 

So Revelation 17 teaches a terrifying truth: God can turn the hatred of the wicked against the 

wicked. The world that survives by corrupt alliances will die by corrupt betrayal. Hatred 

becomes one of the tools God uses to collapse the tower of Babylon. 

6. The Two-Edged Lesson: Hatred Can Be Sin and Judgment at the Same Time 

Now put Ezekiel 35 and Revelation 17 together and you get the two-edged lesson: hatred can 

be both sin in a man and judgment in God’s hand. In Ezekiel, perpetual hatred is condemned 

and judged because it is settled hostility and bloodshed. In Revelation, hatred is used to destroy 

a wicked system as part of prophetic judgment. The same word “hate” shows up in both 

contexts, but the moral analysis differs based on object, motive, and divine purpose. 

This is where shallow Christians get themselves in trouble. They see God using hatred as a rod 

and then they excuse hatred as righteous. Or they see God condemning hatred and then they 

deny God’s judgments that involve wrath and destruction. Both errors come from not rightly 

dividing the Book and not understanding the difference between God’s holiness and man’s 

flesh. 

God’s hatred is always righteous because God is righteous. God judges with perfect knowledge 

and perfect justice. Man’s hatred is almost always mixed with pride, cruelty, bitterness, and 

revenge. That’s why you cannot take a prophetic judgment passage and use it as permission for 

personal hatred. You are not God. You do not see perfectly. You do not judge perfectly. And your 

flesh loves to hide behind Bible language to justify wicked motives. 

So the sobering truth is this: God can use what He condemns. God can steer the wrath of man 

without approving it. God can turn wicked hatred into a tool to break wicked systems. But God 

will still judge the hate-filled heart that loved cruelty. 

7. Practical Warning: Don’t Build a Life, Family, or Nation on Perpetual Hatred 

The warning is simple: don’t let hatred become perpetual in you. Don’t let it become your 

identity. Don’t let it become your family culture. Don’t let it become the tradition you hand to 



your children. Because perpetual hatred invites perpetual consequences. It invites blindness, 

cruelty, and eventually judgment. 

If you want to fight evil, do it God’s way. “Ye that love the LORD, hate evil” (Psalms 97:10). Hate 

false ways. Hate lying. Hate covetousness. Hate what God hates. But don’t confuse holy hatred 

of evil with personal malice toward people. Don’t turn discernment into cruelty. Don’t turn 

righteous separation into a vendetta. God can judge systems without you becoming a monster. 

And when you see hatred in the world used to topple wickedness, don’t celebrate it like it’s 

pure. Recognize the providence of God and the sinfulness of man at the same time. God is holy. 

Man is fallen. God can use fallen tools. That doesn’t cleanse the tools. 

So the safest posture is fear of God. Fear God enough to hate evil. Fear God enough to refuse 

perpetual hatred. Fear God enough to leave vengeance to Him. Fear God enough to keep your 

own heart clean, because a man can fight the devil and still end up devilish if he feeds malice. 

Conclusion 

Ezekiel condemns “a perpetual hatred” and ties it to bloodshed and long-term hostility: 

“Because thou hast had a perpetual hatred, and hast shed the blood… therefore… blood shall 

pursue thee” (Ezekiel 35:5–6). That hatred is not a mood; it is a settled rebellion that becomes 

generational, cultural, and national. When hatred becomes perpetual, it becomes identity, and 

God judges it as a structure—He tears it down. 

This study also shows the sobering prophetic twist: hatred can be used by God as a rod against 

wicked systems even when the haters themselves are wicked. Revelation says political powers 

“shall hate the whore” and destroy her violently (Revelation 17:16), and then it explains, “For 

God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will” (Revelation 17:17). God steers even wicked hearts 

to accomplish judgment, but His sovereignty does not sanctify man’s sin. 

So the lesson cuts both ways: hatred can be sin in a man and judgment in God’s hand. That 

means you cannot excuse personal malice by pointing at prophecy, and you cannot deny God’s 

judgments because you fear the word hate. The right response is fear of God, hatred of evil, and 

refusal to let hatred become perpetual in your heart. Because once hatred becomes your home, 

judgment will eventually knock—and it won’t be polite. 

 

 

40 of 40: The Anatomy of Hate - Turning Hatred Into Holy Separation Without Losing Charity 

Introduction 



By the time a man finishes a study like this, he has no right to use the word hate the way the 

world uses it. The world throws “hate” around like a tantrum, like a slur, like a weapon to silence 

truth, and then it turns around and celebrates the very sins God says He hates. The modern 

church has been trained to fear the word more than it fears wickedness, and that swap has 

produced soft Christians with tender feelings and dull consciences. But God never told you to be 

soft on evil. He told you to be holy. He told you to be clean. And He told you to love with charity, 

not to love with compromise. 

This series proved one thing over and over: hate is morally judged by its object, not by its 

volume. God commands hatred of evil—“Ye that love the LORD, hate evil” (Psalms 97:10). God 

condemns hatred of a brother—“Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart” (Leviticus 

19:17). Christ Himself commended hatred in a church—“thou hatest the deeds of the 

Nicolaitans, which I also hate” (Revelation 2:6). And John drew blood in the body—“Whosoever 

hateth his brother is a murderer” (1 John 3:15). So the word isn’t automatically sinful. The 

target determines the righteousness, and the spirit determines the purity. 

Now the practical question is unavoidable: what do you do with this word now that you 

understand it biblically? That’s what this final essay is for. I’m going to show how to cultivate 

righteous hatred for evil while guarding the heart from bitterness, cruelty, and hypocrisy. The 

believer must hate what God hates, love what God loves, and refuse to let personal wounds 

hijack holy zeal. This conclusion will also teach how to confront sin, stand for truth, and endure 

being hated, while still obeying Christ’s command to do good to those who hate you. The goal is 

a clean heart with a steel spine, and charity that does not compromise. 

1. Start With God’s Targets: Hatred That Is Commanded, Not Invented 

If you aim your hatred at the wrong object, you become a demon with Bible verses. If you aim it 

where God aims it, you become a soldier with a clean conscience. The first step is to let God 

define the targets. “Ye that love the LORD, hate evil” (Psalms 97:10) is not an emotional 

suggestion; it is a command. Evil is not a vibe; it is pride, arrogancy, the evil way, and the 

froward mouth—“The fear of the LORD is to hate evil: pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way, 

and the froward mouth, do I hate” (Proverbs 8:13). 

God also gives you His own hate list, and it should settle any childish idea that “love means 

approving everything.” “These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination 

unto him” (Proverbs 6:16). Then He names them: “A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that 

shed innocent blood” (Proverbs 6:17), along with a heart that devises wicked imaginations, feet 

that run to mischief, a false witness, and “he that soweth discord among brethren” (Proverbs 

6:18–19). If God hates those things, and you refuse to hate them, your love is fake. You’re not 

loving; you’re tolerating. And tolerance is not charity. 



So hatred begins correctly when it begins with God’s verdict. Don’t manufacture your own list 

out of personal offenses. Don’t call your bruised feelings “holy zeal.” Start with the things God 

hates—pride, lies, bloodshed, discord—and let your hatred be trained by Scripture, not by 

temperament. 

And once the targets are biblical, you can hate with a clean conscience. You are not hating for 

ego. You are hating for holiness. 

2. Keep It Out of the Flesh: The Difference Between Holy Hatred and Personal Malice 

Holy hatred hates evil because evil destroys souls. Fleshly hatred hates people because people 

offended you. Holy hatred can grieve while it confronts. Fleshly hatred can smile while it stabs. 

Holy hatred is willing to correct in light. Fleshly hatred prefers whispering in darkness. Holy 

hatred is controlled by Scripture. Fleshly hatred uses Scripture like a club. 

That’s why the Bible draws a hard line in the body: “Whosoever hateth his brother is a 

murderer” (1 John 3:15). It doesn’t say “might become one.” It says he is one—in seed and 

spirit. And John says if you claim love for God while hating a brother, “he is a liar” (1 John 4:20). 

That means you can’t dress your malice up as discernment and expect God to salute it. God sees 

the motive. 

The flesh loves to hijack holy words. It will borrow “separation” to justify spite. It will borrow 

“discernment” to justify gossip. It will borrow “truth” to justify cruelty. But the Holy Ghost is not 

fooled by a doctrinal vocabulary. If the spirit is wrong, the action is poisoned, even if the action 

is technically correct. You can be right in content and wrong in spirit and still sin. 

So you have to keep holy hatred out of the flesh by keeping it under the cross. When you feel 

hate rising, ask the one question your flesh never asks: Is this aimed at evil, or is this aimed at 

my wounded pride? If it’s pride, you’re not fighting for God—you’re fighting for you. That’s not 

righteousness. That’s self. 

Holy hatred needs a clean altar. If you don’t separate the hatred God commands from the 

malice your flesh enjoys, you will end up becoming what you claim to oppose. 

3. Holy Separation: Hating False Ways Without Hating People 

The Bible teaches a hatred that produces separation because truth and error don’t mix without 

corruption. The psalmist said, “Through thy precepts I get understanding: therefore I hate every 

false way” (Psalms 119:104). He repeats it: “Therefore I esteem all thy precepts concerning all 

things to be right; and I hate every false way” (Psalms 119:128). That hatred isn’t tantrum; it’s 

discernment grown up. It’s a man who understands where false ways lead. 



But notice the target: “false way.” Not “every person.” The Bible constantly aims hatred at evil, 

falsehood, lies, and corrupt deeds. “I hate and abhor lying” (Psalms 119:163). “A righteous man 

hateth lying” (Proverbs 13:5). That means separation begins with rejecting lies, not despising 

humans as if you were God’s executioner. 

Now, sometimes separation requires leaving people. If a man insists on false doctrine, you don’t 

cuddle the poison. If a church becomes a den of compromise, you don’t call it “love” to stay. 

Christ commended a church because “thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also 

hate” (Revelation 2:6). That means there are corrupt deeds inside the visible church that must 

be hated, rejected, and refused. 

But separation without charity becomes Phariseeism. Charity without separation becomes 

apostasy. The Bible demands both. You separate from false ways because you love God and love 

truth. And you keep charity toward people because you remember what you were before mercy 

found you. 

Holy separation is not personal superiority; it is obedience. And obedience doesn’t need 

bitterness to be strong. 

4. Confronting Sin Without Cruelty: Rebuke in Light, Not Hatred in Darkness 

One of the cleanest verses in the whole Bible on this subject is Leviticus 19:17: “Thou shalt not 

hate thy brother in thine heart: thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbour, and not suffer sin 

upon him” (Leviticus 19:17). God forbids private hatred and commands open correction. That 

means the antidote to brother-hatred is not silent distance; it is honest light. Hatred hides. 

Rebuke exposes. Hatred rots. Rebuke heals. 

Most church hatred grows because people refuse to deal with sin biblically. They don’t rebuke. 

They don’t talk. They don’t correct. They just store resentment. Then resentment becomes a 

story. Then the story becomes a whisper campaign. Then the whisper campaign becomes 

division. And the whole time they call it “keeping peace.” That isn’t peace. That is delay. 

But rebuke must be done with the right spirit. The goal of rebuke is restoration, not humiliation. 

If you correct to wound, that’s hatred wearing a robe. If you correct to win, that’s pride 

preaching. If you correct to make a spectacle, that’s malice. God’s rebuke aims at repentance. 

The truth is a scalpel, not a machete. 

So the practical rule is simple: if you have an issue, bring it into light as God allows. Speak truth. 

Use Scripture. Be plain. But don’t feed cruelty. Cruelty is never required for courage. A steel 

spine doesn’t require a dirty heart. 

If you can’t confront sin without enjoying the confrontation, then you’re not confronting sin—

you’re feeding your flesh. 



5. Enduring Being Hated Without Becoming Bitter: The Discipleship Test 

This series has shown you that being hated does not automatically mean you are right. 

Sometimes people are hated because they’re obnoxious, proud, or foolish. But there is a hatred 

that comes simply because you belong to Christ. Jesus said, “If the world hate you, ye know that 

it hated me before it hated you” (John 15:18). He also said, “If ye were of the world, the world 

would love his own: but because ye are not of the world… therefore the world hateth you” 

(John 15:19). And He explained the reason: “the world… hateth me, because I testify of it, that 

the works thereof are evil” (John 7:7). 

So the question isn’t, “Am I hated?” The question is, “What spirit am I in when I’m hated?” If 

you endure hatred and become bitter, you lost the internal battle. If you endure hatred and 

become cruel, you became a mirror of the world. The world hates and then excuses itself. The 

saint is called to suffer and keep his heart clean. 

Bitterness is what happens when you let personal wounds hijack holy zeal. You start out hating 

evil, and you end up hating people. You start out defending truth, and you end up defending 

your ego. You start out separating from false ways, and you end up isolating out of resentment. 

That is the drift. And it is deadly. 

So endurance requires humility. You let God vindicate you. You let God judge motives. You keep 

doing right even when hated. You refuse to make hatred your identity. You refuse to live 

“hateful, and hating one another” like Titus 3:3 described (Titus 3:3). That’s the old life. The new 

man doesn’t live there. 

Enduring hatred is part of discipleship. Becoming bitter is not. 

6. Doing Good to Them That Hate You: Charity That Does Not Compromise 

Now we come to the command that proves whether you’re spiritual or just loud. Jesus said, 

“Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you” (Matthew 

5:44). Luke records it the same way: “Love your enemies, do good to them which hate you” 

(Luke 6:27). That is not permission to compromise; it is a command to overcome. The flesh can’t 

do it. The Spirit can. 

Doing good to a hater does not mean trusting him. Charity is not stupidity. Love is not naivety. 

The Bible never confuses kindness with gullibility. You can love an enemy and still recognize he 

is an enemy. You can pray for him and still guard your house. You can do good and still separate. 

You can bless without inviting poison into your life. 

What does “do good” mean, then? It means you refuse revenge. It means you refuse to return 

evil for evil. It means you refuse to become what you oppose. It means you pray for their 



repentance. It means you speak truth without malice. It means you don’t rejoice in their 

downfall. It means you keep your actions clean so the Lord can defend you. 

And it also means you don’t use “charity” as a muzzle on truth. Charity doesn’t compromise; it 

speaks truth in the right spirit. Charity doesn’t lie. Charity doesn’t flatter. Charity doesn’t call evil 

good. Charity is strong enough to be honest and clean enough to be kind. 

So the final aim of this whole series is not to produce Christians who are good at hating. It is to 

produce Christians who hate what God hates and love with Christ’s charity. 

7. A Clean Heart With a Steel Spine: The Balance That Keeps You Useful 

A clean heart without a steel spine becomes weak, sentimental, and easily manipulated. A steel 

spine without a clean heart becomes cruel, proud, and dangerous. God demands both. He 

demands hatred for evil and love for souls. He demands separation from false ways and charity 

toward men. He demands courage and purity. 

That means you must refuse two traps. The first trap is soft Christianity that refuses to hate 

anything and therefore can’t protect anything. It calls compromise “love” and calls rebuke 

“hate.” It is ashamed of the Bible’s sharp words, so it dulls them. That kind of Christianity cannot 

withstand the last days because it can’t even withstand a hard verse. 

The second trap is hard Christianity that loves to fight but secretly loves its own anger. It 

confuses zeal with flesh. It confuses bluntness with holiness. It confuses sarcasm with 

discernment. It loves the feeling of being “right” more than it loves being clean. That kind of 

Christianity creates casualties and then calls the casualties “proof.” 

The Bible gives you the balance: hate evil (Psalms 97:10), hate false ways (Psalms 119:104), hate 

lying (Psalms 119:163), and yet do good to them that hate you (Matthew 5:44). Rebuke instead 

of private hatred (Leviticus 19:17). Refuse brother-hatred because it is murder seed (1 John 

3:15). Stand for truth and endure being hated without becoming bitter (John 15:18–19). 

That is a clean heart with a steel spine. It is charity that does not compromise. It is separation 

that does not become spite. It is holiness without hypocrisy. And that is what makes a believer 

useful in a crooked world. 

Conclusion 

This final study gathers the whole series and forces the practical question: what do you do with 

the word hate now that you understand it biblically? You begin by letting God define the targets. 

“Ye that love the LORD, hate evil” (Psalms 97:10). God’s hate list in Proverbs 6 proves love is not 

approval and holiness is not tolerance (Proverbs 6:16–19). You hate what God hates, not what 

your ego hates, and you refuse to let personal wounds hijack holy zeal. 



Then you guard the heart from bitterness, cruelty, and hypocrisy. You remember that brother-

hatred is darkness and murder seed—“Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer” (1 John 

3:15)—and that you cannot claim love for God while hating a brother (1 John 4:20). You practice 

holy separation by hating false ways and lies (Psalms 119:104, Psalms 119:163), but you refuse 

to turn separation into malice. You confront sin in the light—“thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy 

neighbour” (Leviticus 19:17)—instead of storing secret hatred in the heart. 

And you obey Christ where the flesh hates to obey: “do good to them that hate you” (Matthew 

5:44; Luke 6:27). You stand for truth, endure being hated, and keep charity without 

compromise. The goal is not a soft saint who can’t fight, and not a hard saint who can’t love. 

The goal is a clean heart with a steel spine, and charity that does not surrender truth. When 

hate is trained by Scripture and ruled by the Spirit, it becomes holy separation without losing 

charity—and that is what keeps a believer clean, courageous, and unbroken. 

 

 

Series Conclusion 

If this series accomplished anything, it tore the mask off a word that has been abused until most 

people don’t even know what it means anymore. “Hate” is not automatically a sin, and “love” is 

not automatically holy. The Bible proves that by using the same word in two directions: God 

condemns hatred of a brother as darkness and murder-seed, and God commands hatred of evil 

as proof that you actually love Him. “Ye that love the LORD, hate evil” (Psalms 97:10) does not 

apologize, and “Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer” (1 John 3:15) does not soften. 

That means the issue is never the existence of hatred; the issue is the target, the motive, and 

the spirit. Hate is morally judged by its object, not by its volume. When it is aimed at pride, lies, 

bloodshed, false ways, and corrupt deeds, it is righteousness in action. When it is aimed at 

brethren out of bitterness, jealousy, and personal injury, it is Cain’s spirit dressed up in church 

clothes. 

We traced this word across the whole Book, and the pattern stayed consistent: hatred in fallen 

man is usually tied to envy, malice, deception, lust, cruelty, and rebellion, and it grows darker 

the more it is fed. It whispers before it shouts. It plots before it strikes. It hides behind flattery 

before it reveals the knife. It hates rebuke because rebuke threatens sin. It hates truth-tellers 

because truth destroys excuses. It hates Zion because it hates God’s choice. It becomes 

“perpetual hatred” when it hardens into culture and identity, and it invites judgment because 

God does not treat settled hostility like a mood—He treats it like rebellion. Yet at the same time, 

the Scriptures show that God can even use the hatred of wicked men as a rod against wicked 

systems, proving that providence is real and judgment is coming, even when the instruments 



are unclean. That sobering double-edge is the Bible: hatred can be sin in a man and judgment in 

God’s hand, and only a fool confuses God’s sovereignty with permission for personal malice. 

But the sharpest cut of the whole series is not what the world does with hate; it is what 

professing believers do with it. Churches have been wrecked by “sanctified” hatred—silent 

feuds, cliques, whisper campaigns, and reputations murdered while hands stay outwardly clean. 

John doesn’t tolerate it. He says brother-hatred proves darkness, and darkness blinds (1 John 

2:11). He says hatred in the body is murder in seed form (1 John 3:15). He says a man who 

claims love for God while hating a brother is a liar (1 John 4:20). That puts every excuse in the 

dirt. You can have correct doctrine and still have a corrupt spirit. You can be right on paper and 

wrong in the heart. And God judges the heart. That means the believer must learn how to hate 

evil without hating people, how to separate without becoming spiteful, how to rebuke in the 

light instead of storing hatred in the dark (Leviticus 19:17), and how to stand for truth without 

turning courage into cruelty. 

So where do you go from here? You aim your hatred where God aims it and you keep it out of 

the flesh. You learn to hate what God hates—pride, lying, shedding innocent blood, sowing 

discord (Proverbs 6:16–19)—and you learn to hate false ways and lying because you love truth 

(Psalms 119:104, 163). You stop negotiating with sins God calls abomination. You stop excusing 

what God condemns. You stop calling tolerance “love” when God calls it compromise. And at 

the same time, you obey Christ where the flesh hates to obey: you refuse revenge, you refuse to 

mirror the world, and you do good to them that hate you (Matthew 5:44). That is not weakness; 

that is mastery. That is the Spirit of God ruling the heart while the spine stays steel. That is 

charity that does not compromise. 

And if this study exposed hatred as your default—if malice and envy feel like home, if cruelty 

comes easy, if you live “hateful, and hating one another” (Titus 3:3)—then the conclusion is not 

“try harder.” The conclusion is salvation. A hateful heart does not need polishing; it needs 

regeneration. “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy 

he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost” (Titus 3:5). God 

doesn’t rehabilitate the old man; He makes a new man. That is the only cure deep enough to 

reach the root. 

This series ends with a simple charge: keep a clean heart and a sharp conscience. Hate evil like 

God commands. Love righteousness like God loves it. Separate from false ways without feeding 

personal malice. Rebuke in the light, forgive when repentance is real, endure being hated 

without becoming bitter, and never let wounds hijack zeal. In a world that calls truth “hate” and 

calls sin “love,” you will need more than good intentions—you will need the Word of God rightly 

applied, the fear of God settled in your bones, and the charity of Christ guarding your spirit. 



That combination produces what this whole study was aiming for: a believer with a clean heart, 

a steel spine, and a love that will not compromise. 

 


