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Series Introduction  

Covetousness is one of those Bible words that never goes out of style, but it does go out of 
preaching, because it is too close to home and too easy to hide. A man can commit it 
without breaking a law, without touching a thing, without opening a door, and without 
anybody catching him in the act, yet God calls it sin as plainly as adultery and theft. That is 
why the Holy Ghost put “Thou shalt not covet” where He did, and that is why the New 
Testament keeps dragging it out into the light, calling it idolatry, warning about it like a 
plague, and showing it sitting in church with a smile while the heart runs after gain. 
Covetousness is the invisible crime that trains a man to live double, to polish the outside 
while the inside is hungry, resentful, entitled, and restless. It is the respectable sin, the one 
that can wear a suit, quote Scripture, talk about “being blessed,” and still be worshipping 
something other than God. 

In this Laodicean church age, you can hear sermons about almost anything as long as they 
do not make people uncomfortable in the wallet, in the appetite, in the ambition, or in the 
secret imagination. The modern religious crowd loves broad, foggy encouragement 
because it lets them keep their idols without a fight. They will sit through messages on 
vague “purpose” and “destiny,” but they do not want chapter-and-verse exposure of heart 
sins that demand repentance. They do not want the Bible defining sin with precision, 
because that turns the finger around. Covetousness is one of the sharpest examples of 
that, because it does not just accuse what a man does, it accuses what a man wants. It is 
the sin of the heart’s leaning, the sin of private desire, the sin of comparison, the sin of 
entitlement, the sin of being unthankful while still talking religious. And once a person 
actually reads what God says about it, he cannot hide behind the modern excuses, 
because the Bible calls covetousness idolatry, and it puts it in the same lists as things 
people pretend they would never do. 

That is why this series exists. The Bible says to declare the whole counsel of God, and that 
means you do not get to preach only what is popular, safe, and profitable. You do not get to 
pick the verses that will get you applause and skip the ones that will get you conviction. A 
preacher is not a motivational speaker, and a Christian is not called to live by vibes. We are 



called to live by “every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4). So we 
take this word, covetousness, and we do what the Laodicean crowd refuses to do, we slow 
down, we look at every major passage, we trace every angle, and we let Scripture interpret 
Scripture until the whole doctrine is plain. We are not building a hobby study. We are 
building a spiritual X-ray. We are putting the light on the inside, because God is not 
impressed with the outside when the inside is rotten. 

What you get in these forty studies is not a shallow scolding about money. Covetousness is 
bigger than money. It is a worship issue first. It is the heart telling God He distributed wrong. 
It is the heart accusing the Lord of shorting you. It is the heart measuring life by abundance 
when Jesus said life does not consist in the abundance of possessions (Luke 12:15). It is 
the heart that can sit in church, hear preaching, speak love with the mouth, and still have 
the heart going after covetousness (Ezekiel 33:31). It is the heart that can use religion as a 
cloak, that can flatter, manipulate, sell, and merchandise people, all while claiming to 
serve God (1 Thessalonians 2:5, 2 Peter 2:3). It is the heart that produces envy, deceit, 
malignity, oppression, and violence when it matures, because the appetite never stays 
polite. The Bible does not treat it like a harmless quirk. The Bible treats it like a poison. 

So we cover the entry points, the eye gate, the imagination, the comparison trap, the 
entitlement lie, the rationalizations, the secrecy, and the escalation from wanting to taking. 
We cover the doctrinal weight of it, how Paul said the law exposed him by that 
commandment, “Thou shalt not covet” (Romans 7:7), proving a man can be outwardly 
moral and inwardly condemned. We cover the blunt labels God uses, “covetousness, 
which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5), and we cover the sober warnings that place it among 
sins people excuse but God lists without apology (1 Corinthians 6:10, Ephesians 5:3-5, 2 
Timothy 3:2). We cover how it infects leadership and disqualifies oversight, because a 
covetous man cannot judge straight, he will always be tempted to trade truth for advantage 
(Exodus 18:21, 1 Timothy 3:3). We cover how it becomes cultural, how nations bless what 
God abhors (Psalm 10:3), and how judgment falls when the measure is full. And we do not 
end the series by making people numb. We end it the Bible’s way, by sanctifying desire, 
because Paul even uses the word in a righteous direction, “covet earnestly the best gifts,” 
and then points to a more excellent way (1 Corinthians 12:31, 14:39). The Lord does not kill 
desire. He redirects it. 

If you go through this series honestly, it will do one of two things. It will make you mad, or it 
will make you clean. It will either expose the idol and you will defend it, or it will expose the 
idol and you will mortify it. That is what light does. And that is what we need in this hour, not 
more religious entertainment, not more vague encouragement, not more excuses dressed 
up as “balance,” but plain Bible truth that searches the heart and restores the fear of God. 



This is a war series. It is a heart series. It is a worship series. And by the time you finish it, 
you will not be able to pretend covetousness is just a money problem for somebody else. 
You will see it for what God calls it, you will see where it hides, you will see what it 
produces, and you will know the cure, contentment, mortification, obedience, charity, and 
a heart inclined to God’s testimonies instead of appetite. 

 

 

1 of 40: The Anatomy of Covetousness - The Tenth Commandment and the Invisible 
Crime 
Main Passage: “Thou shalt not covet” (Exodus 20:17) 

You can preach against murder and everybody nods because they have not stabbed 
anybody this week. You can preach against adultery and half the crowd gets quiet because 
they have not been caught, and the other half gets loud because they want everyone to 
think they are clean. You can preach against theft and people feel safe because they have 
not walked out of a store with something under their coat. Then the Lord puts His finger on 
that last commandment and rips the mask clean off, because “Thou shalt not covet thy 
neighbour’s house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s wife, nor his manservant, nor his 
maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbour’s” (Exodus 20:17). 
That sin does not need a knife, a bed, or a cash register. That sin can be committed in a 
padded pew with a leather Bible on your lap and a smile on your face. 

Covetousness is the invisible crime, the sin you can commit without moving a muscle, and 
that is why it is so deadly. It trains a man to live double, to look clean outside while the 
inside is plotting, measuring, craving, and resenting. It proves that God is not impressed 
with outward compliance if the heart is rebellious, because the Lord has never been fooled 
by a coat and tie religion. The Pharisees could wash cups and strain gnats, and the Lord still 
nailed them as hypocrites, and one of the reasons is right there in plain words, “And the 
Pharisees also, who were covetous, heard all these things: and they derided him” (Luke 
16:14). When a man is covetous, truth irritates him, because truth threatens his idol. 

Most people want to reduce covetousness to money, as if it only lives in a wallet, but 
Scripture does not treat it that way. Covetousness is a worship issue before it is a money 
issue, because it challenges God’s right to distribute blessings as He pleases, and it breeds 
a silent accusation in the heart that the Lord shorted you. That is why the New Testament 
calls it what it really is, “Covetousness, which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). When you see 
that, you realize the tenth commandment is not a small footnote at the end of the list. It is 
the X-ray that exposes the tumor under the skin. 



1. The Commandment God Put Last 

God put that commandment at the end like a spiritual trapdoor, and it is the one that 
catches the man who thinks he slipped through the others. A fellow can avoid outward 
adultery and still spend his life wanting another man’s wife. A man can avoid outward theft 
and still spend his life wanting another man’s house, another man’s land, another man’s 
ease. The Lord did not end with “Thou shalt not bear false witness” and call it good. He 
drove the nail deeper, because He is not just regulating society, He is judging the heart, and 
the tenth commandment proves it. The Lord named “house” and “wife” and “servants” and 
“ox” and “ass,” then He sealed it with “nor any thing that is thy neighbour’s” (Exodus 20:17), 
because covetousness always finds a new target if you give it room. 

Deuteronomy repeats it with expanded detail, not to soften it, but to tighten it, “Neither 
shalt thou desire thy neighbour’s wife, neither shalt thou covet thy neighbour’s house, his 
field, or his manservant, or his maidservant, his ox, or his ass, or any thing that is thy 
neighbour’s” (Deuteronomy 5:21). Notice how the Word of God refuses to let a man play 
dumb. The Lord is not just dealing with objects, He is dealing with boundaries. “Neighbour” 
means there is a line. Covetousness is the desire to cross that line in your heart before you 
ever cross it with your feet. 

That is why this commandment is a spiritual revealer. It does not merely say, “Do not do 
this.” It says, “Do not want this.” It tells you the Lord is watching more than behavior, and it 
tells you right away that sin begins before the act. That is why Paul said what he said, and 
he said it without stuttering, “Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law: for I had not known 
lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet” (Romans 7:7). When that 
commandment hits home, it does not just correct you, it condemns you, because it proves 
you cannot fix yourself from the outside in. 

2. The Sin You Can Commit Sitting Still 

Covetousness is one of the few sins a man can practice while looking like he is 
worshipping. You can sit in church and sing about the blood and still be planning how to get 
what another man has. You can bow your head and still be bargaining with God like the 
Lord is a vending machine. You can shake hands at the door and still be inwardly sour 
because someone else got the job, the house, the blessing, the attention, the praise, or the 
opportunity you wanted. That is why it is an invisible crime, because nobody sees the 
courtroom in your skull, but God sees it clearly. 

That is also why Jesus spoke the way He did, “Take heed, and beware of covetousness” 
(Luke 12:15). He did not say, “Watch out, you might fall into it by accident,” like stepping in 
a pothole. He said, “Take heed,” because it creeps, and “beware,” because it deceives. 



Then He gave the reason that shatters the modern dream, “For a man’s life consisteth not 
in the abundance of the things which he possesseth” (Luke 12:15). Covetousness survives 
on a false definition of life, and if you accept that definition, you will spend your years 
chasing vapor and calling it success. 

Paul also lists it like a disease in the bloodstream, “Being filled with all unrighteousness, 
fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness” (Romans 1:29). That is not a casual 
mention. That is an indictment of a heart that has become stuffed with wrong appetites. 
Covetousness is not just a bad moment. It becomes a mindset, a way of interpreting reality, 
where your peace depends on getting more, and your joy depends on someone else having 
less, and your gratitude depends on your circumstances finally meeting your demands. 

3. The Heart as a Crime Scene 

The tenth commandment forces you to accept a truth most religious people hate, which is 
that you can be guilty without being caught by men. The law of Moses was never meant to 
be a ladder you climb into heaven. It was meant to be a mirror that shows you the dirt on 
your face. That is why Paul said, “Is the law sin? God forbid” (Romans 7:7), because the law 
is not the problem. The law is the light. The problem is that the light reveals what you 
wanted to keep hidden. 

Covetousness turns the heart into a crime scene, because it is where motives get 
murdered. You can do the right thing with the wrong heart and still be wrong. You can give 
an offering and still be covetous. You can serve in a ministry and still be covetous. You can 
preach to be seen and still be covetous. That is why Scripture ties covetousness to 
hypocrisy and false dealing, “For from the least of them even unto the greatest of them 
every one is given to covetousness, and from the prophet even unto the priest every one 
dealeth falsely” (Jeremiah 6:13). When covetousness gets into the heart, it does not stay in 
one room. It spreads into speech, into decisions, into relationships, into integrity. 

Then you begin to see why God hates it in leadership. Moses was told to choose men 
“hating covetousness” (Exodus 18:21), not merely men who avoid it in public. A man who 
secretly loves gain will eventually bend truth for gain, and once he does, he will do it again. 
Covetousness is not just a temptation, it is a bribe waiting for a price tag, and a leader who 
does not hate it is a leader who will sell you when the offer is right. 

4. The Worship Issue Behind the Want 

Covetousness is idolatry because it assigns ultimate value to something God created. That 
is why the Word of God does not treat it as harmless appetite. It is a rival god. It sits on the 
throne where contentment should sit, and it demands sacrifices. It will sacrifice peace, 
because you will stay restless. It will sacrifice purity, because you will compromise. It will 



sacrifice honesty, because you will shade truth. It will sacrifice love, because you will 
resent people who have what you want. Then a man stands there acting shocked at the 
fruit, when he fed the root for years. 

That is why Scripture speaks with blunt force, “Covetousness, which is idolatry” 
(Colossians 3:5). The Bible does not ask permission to be sharp. It calls the thing what it is. 
When you covet, you are not just wanting more. You are worshipping more. You are telling 
yourself that if you can just get that house, that lifestyle, that recognition, that relationship, 
that platform, that comfort, then you will finally be satisfied. That is a lie, because 
satisfaction is not found in possessions. Satisfaction is found in the presence of God, and 
anything that competes with that becomes an idol. 

That is also why the Lord connects covetousness with the heart’s direction. The psalmist 
prayed, “Incline my heart unto thy testimonies, and not to covetousness” (Psalms 119:36). 
He did not say, “Lord, help me behave better.” He said, “Incline my heart,” because he 
understood the battle is not mainly at the checkout line. It is at the level of desire. If God 
does not rule the heart, the heart will crown a substitute. 

5. The Seedbed Sin That Feeds the Others 

Covetousness is the seedbed sin because it is the craving that births other crimes. The 
Bible shows the pipeline plainly, “And they covet fields, and take them by violence; and 
houses, and take them away: so they oppress a man and his house, even a man and his 
heritage” (Micah 2:2). That verse is a diagram. First they covet. Then they take. Then they 
oppress. Covetousness is not passive. It is the first push in a chain reaction. 

That is why the tenth commandment sits near the center of so much human misery. A man 
covets another man’s wife, and adultery is born. A man covets another man’s money, and 
theft is born. A man covets power, and oppression is born. A man covets a reputation, and 
lying is born. A man covets comfort, and compromise is born. A man covets attention, and 
ministry becomes theater. That is why the New Testament warns that covetousness can 
corrupt preaching itself, “For neither at any time used we flattering words, as ye know, nor a 
cloke of covetousness” (1 Thessalonians 2:5). Covetousness will put a cloak on and try to 
look spiritual while it hunts profit. 

The Bible even warns about the marketplace version of it, “And through covetousness shall 
they with feigned words make merchandise of you” (2 Peter 2:3). That is a prophecy of 
smooth talkers who use religious language to sell you. Covetousness does not only live in 
the pew. It can live in the pulpit. When it does, it turns people into merchandise, and truth 
into a product, and ministry into a business, and that is why God’s judgment is not asleep, 



“whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not” (2 
Peter 2:3). 

6. Respectable Ambition and the Double Life 

Covetousness is especially dangerous in religious circles because it can be dressed up as 
something respectable. In the world, greed is called hustle. In the church, greed is called 
vision. In the world, envy is called drive. In the church, envy is called burden. In the world, 
coveting a bigger platform is called branding. In the church, it is called influence. A man 
can hide covetousness behind spiritual vocabulary, and everybody will clap, while the Lord 
is watching the heart and calling it idolatry. 

Paul warned the church not to treat covetousness as a harmless quirk. He listed it in the 
same breath with other serious sins and drew hard lines about fellowship, “But now I have 
written unto you not to keep company, if any man that is called a brother be a fornicator, or 
covetous” (1 Corinthians 5:11). That shocks modern church folk because they think 
covetousness is normal. They think it is part of the American dream. They do not realize the 
American dream can become a spiritual nightmare when it trains people to measure life by 
abundance instead of obedience. 

Paul also puts covetousness in a list that ought to sober any man who thinks he can pet this 
sin and keep it. “Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, 
shall inherit the kingdom of God” (1 Corinthians 6:10). That verse is not talking about a 
moment of temptation that you confessed and forsook. It is talking about a life pattern that 
reveals what a man loves. When covetousness owns a man, it shows who his god is, and 
God will not share the throne. 

7. The Antidote: Contentment and the Clean Heart 

If covetousness is the invisible crime, then contentment is the invisible victory. The Bible 
does not offer shallow tricks for this. It gives a command and a promise, “Let your 
conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have” 
(Hebrews 13:5). That is not a suggestion. That is a demand from the King. Then it anchors 
that demand in a promise that guts covetousness at the root, “for he hath said, I will never 
leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5). Covetousness says, “I need more to be safe.” 
God says, “I am enough, and I am with thee.” 

That is also why Scripture connects the cure to giving, because giving breaks the grip. “He 
coveteth greedily all the day long: but the righteous giveth and spareth not” (Proverbs 
21:26). That verse is not a cute proverb for a refrigerator magnet. It is a spiritual principle. 
Covetousness clenches the fist. Righteousness opens it. The moment you open that fist in 



faith, you are telling your heart, “God is my supply, not this object.” You are dethroning the 
idol by refusing to serve it. 

And you have to settle this early, right here at the first essay, because covetousness will try 
to argue that it is unavoidable. It will say everybody wants more. It will say you are only 
human. It will say you deserve it. But the Lord never asked you to be satisfied with sin. He 
commanded you to mortify it, to put it to death, not to manage it like a pet. “Mortify 
therefore your members which are upon the earth… evil concupiscence, and 
covetousness, which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). The Christian life is not learning how to 
live with idols. It is learning how to walk with God. 

Conclusion 

The tenth commandment is the invisible crime scene tape wrapped around your heart, and 
the reason it matters is because it exposes what the other commandments can miss if you 
are only playing the outward game. Men can fake public righteousness for a lifetime, but 
nobody can fake desire before the Lord. Covetousness is the sin that proves you need a 
new heart, not a paint job. That is why it sits at the end of the list, because it is the one that 
catches the man who thinks he got away clean. 

If you do not deal with covetousness at the root, it will feed other sins like branches growing 
off a poisoned trunk. It will breed resentment, adultery, theft, manipulation, oppression, 
and spiritual compromise, and it will do it quietly while you keep smiling. The Lord warned 
you with plain words, “Take heed, and beware of covetousness” (Luke 12:15), because He 
knows how that idol creeps in under respectable names and then starts running the house. 

So the first step in this anatomy is not learning how to behave better in public. The first step 
is letting God search you until you stop defending your wants and start surrendering them. 
You ask the Lord to incline your heart away from covetousness and toward His testimonies 
(Psalms 119:36), and you choose contentment because God Himself is your portion, “I will 
never leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5). When that settles in, the invisible crime 
loses its hiding place, and the heart stops being a courtroom where desire prosecutes God, 
and starts being a temple where Christ rules. 

 

 

2 of 40: The Anatomy of Covetousness - The Eye Gate: Where Want Gets In 
Main Passage: “The light of the body is the eye” (Matthew 6:22-23) 

Covetousness is not born in the hand. The hand is just the hired help. Covetousness is born 
in the eye, because the eye is the gate that lets the world walk right into the soul without 



knocking. Jesus said it plain, “The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be 
single, thy whole body shall be full of light. But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be 
full of darkness” (Matthew 6:22-23). That is not poetry for a greeting card. That is the Lord 
telling you the direction of your eyes decides the atmosphere of your whole life. If you feed 
the eye, you feed the heart. If you feed the heart, you train the will. Then you stand there 
shocked at what you become, as if it happened by accident. 

Modern life has supercharged an old sin because you can now browse other people’s 
blessings all day long like you are walking through a showroom with your mouth hanging 
open. A man can sit on his couch and stare at other people’s houses, other people’s 
bodies, other people’s vacations, other people’s dinners, other people’s marriages, other 
people’s ministries, other people’s numbers, and call it “just looking.” Then he wonders 
why he is restless, bitter, discontent, and irritated with the very life God gave him. The Bible 
told you what would happen, “For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust 
of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father” (1 John 2:16). The lust of the eyes is 
not a joke. It is a pipeline. It is a conveyor belt bringing temptation into the mind in neat little 
packages. 

If you do not discipline what you look at, you will eventually resent what God gave you. That 
is not psychology. That is Scripture. Covetousness begins when the eye becomes a 
collector, when it stops noticing and starts measuring, replaying, comparing, rehearsing, 
and circling what it wants like a hungry man scanning a menu. This essay is going to get 
personal because it has to, because nobody falls into covetousness like tripping over a 
rock. Covetousness is cultivated. It is planted, watered, and fed through the eyes, until it 
grows teeth. 

1. The Eye is a Lamp, Not a Toy 

Jesus did not say the eye is a window for entertainment. He said it is a lamp that fills the 
whole body with light or darkness (Matthew 6:22-23). That means the eye is not neutral. 
Every time you look, something is happening inside you. You are either feeding faith or 
feeding flesh. You are either strengthening contentment or strengthening craving. The world 
tells you to follow your eyes wherever they want to go, but the Lord tells you the eye will 
steer your whole life. The eye is not a harmless camera. It is a spiritual funnel. 

That is why Scripture keeps talking about the eyes when it talks about sin. Peter warned 
about men who are rotten inside and showed you how it manifests, “Having eyes full of 
adultery, and that cannot cease from sin” (2 Peter 2:14). Do you see it. Their eyes were full. 
That means they kept pouring trash in until there was no room for anything else. Then it 
says they “cannot cease from sin” (2 Peter 2:14), because the eyes trained the heart, and 



the heart trained the habits, and now sin feels normal. A man does not wake up one day 
and decide to ruin his life. He trains his eyes, then his eyes train him. 

The Lord even warned about the “evil eye” as part of the inner filth that comes out of men, 
“Thefts, covetousness, wickedness… an evil eye” (Mark 7:22). That is not superstition. It is 
a description. An evil eye is not just looking at evil things. It is looking with evil intent, 
scanning for advantage, scanning for something to want, scanning for something to take, 
scanning for what somebody else has so you can feel cheated. When that eye becomes 
your habit, your whole body will be full of darkness, and you will still go to church talking 
about light. 

2. Noticing Versus Longing, The Second Look is the Trap 

There is a difference between seeing and staring, and if you act like there is no difference, 
you are lying to yourself. You cannot walk through the world with your eyes shut. You will 
see things, you will notice things, you will recognize beauty, quality, skill, and prosperity. 
That is not automatically sin. Sin is when you take the second look for the purpose of 
feeding desire. Sin is when you linger, measure, fantasize, and start writing a script in your 
head about how life would be better if you had what you just saw. That is covetousness 
warming up. 

Job understood that and spoke like a man who knew his own weakness, “I made a 
covenant with mine eyes; why then should I think upon a maid?” (Job 31:1). He did not say, 
“I made a covenant with my hands,” because the hands come later. He said, “with mine 
eyes,” because he knew the eyes invite the thoughts, and the thoughts stir the desire, and 
the desire pulls the will. When a man refuses to guard his eyes, he is asking for trouble, 
then acting surprised when trouble shows up. You do not have to be ignorant to be trapped. 
You just have to be undisciplined. 

David is a warning sign for every man who thinks he can handle it. “And it came to pass in 
an eveningtide, that David arose from off his bed, and walked upon the roof… and from the 
roof he saw a woman washing herself; and the woman was very beautiful” (2 Samuel 11:2). 
That verse is not there so you can admire the story. It is there so you can fear it. David did 
not fall because he was weak in battle. He fell because he was loose with his eyes when he 
was idle. Then the next verses show the cascade. The look became a want. The want 
became a command. The command became adultery. The adultery became deception. 
The deception became murder. Covetousness is never content to stay at the eye. 

3. The Bible’s Own Diagram, I Saw, I Coveted, I Took 

The Lord put a perfect diagram of covetousness in the Old Testament, and it starts with the 
eyes. Achan confessed it with his own mouth, “When I saw among the spoils a goodly 



Babylonish garment, and two hundred shekels of silver… then I coveted them, and took 
them” (Joshua 7:21). That is the anatomy of the sin in one sentence. He saw. He coveted. 
He took. Do you notice how the hand is last. The eye was first. The eye was the match. The 
coveting was the fire. The taking was the smoke everybody finally noticed, but it was 
burning long before that in the heart. 

You can preach on “thou shalt not steal” all day long and never hit the root if you do not 
deal with the eye gate. Achan did not wake up intending to bring a curse on Israel. He 
walked through the spoils and let his eyes browse like he was in a market. Then the eye 
whispered, and the heart agreed, and the hand obeyed, and the whole camp paid for it. 
Covetousness never stays personal. It spreads. It affects your family. It affects your 
testimony. It affects your church. It affects your peace. A private look can become a public 
wreck. 

That is why the Lord’s commandment is so sharp, “Thou shalt not covet… any thing that is 
thy neighbour’s” (Exodus 20:17). Covetousness is not only wanting “more.” It is wanting 
what belongs to someone else, wanting their portion, their place, their possession, their 
honor. It is the heart reaching across the line God drew and acting like it has a right to take. 
The moment your eyes start browsing your neighbor’s life like a catalog, you are standing in 
Achan’s boots whether you feel religious or not. 

4. The Imagination is the Workshop Where Coveting Gets Built 

The eye does not work alone. The eye hands the picture to the imagination, and the 
imagination starts building a world. That is where covetousness gains momentum, 
because the imagination can rehearse a sin a thousand times without consequence, until 
the soul starts believing the fantasy is necessary. The Bible warned you about this kind of 
inner living, “For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he” (Proverbs 23:7). That is why 
covetousness is dangerous even before it turns into action. It reshapes the heart’s identity. 
It trains a man to interpret himself as deprived, overlooked, shorted, and robbed, even 
when he is blessed. 

This is why the devil loves images. Eve did not fall because she touched the tree first. She 
fell because she looked and desired. “And when the woman saw that the tree was good for 
food… and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof” (Genesis 
3:6). There it is again. She saw. It became desired. Then she took. The imagination told her 
a story. It told her the fruit would fix something, elevate something, satisfy something. 
Every coveting heart has a story like that. It is always a promise. It is always a lie. It is 
always, “If I just had that, then I would be content.” 



The imagination is also where comparison grows. You see something, then you imagine life 
with it, then you compare your present life to that imagined life, then your present life starts 
feeling like a prison. That is not truth. That is fantasy poisoning reality. Covetousness 
always makes the present feel unbearable, because it has convinced you the future is held 
hostage by an object. That is why God calls it idolatry, because it is not merely wanting. It is 
worshipping a promise that only God can fulfill. 

5. Appetite is Trained, Then the Will is Pressured 

Once the eye and imagination have rehearsed long enough, the appetite is trained. That is 
the part people do not want to admit. They want to pretend cravings are random and 
unavoidable, but Scripture says otherwise. “He coveteth greedily all the day long” (Proverbs 
21:26). That is a trained habit. All the day long means it has become the mind’s default 
setting. The man wakes up coveting, walks around coveting, sits down coveting, goes to 
bed coveting, and still wants to argue that it is not serious. 

After appetite is trained, the will starts getting pressured. A man begins to feel justified, as if 
wanting it means he deserves it. That is when covetousness stops being a feeling and 
becomes a decision. The Lord warned you about this kind of self pressure. “Labour not to 
be rich: cease from thine own wisdom” (Proverbs 23:4). Then it says, “Wilt thou set thine 
eyes upon that which is not? for riches certainly make themselves wings” (Proverbs 23:5). 
That is an eye verse. The Bible connects eyes to chasing what is not stable. Covetousness 
makes you run after vapor, and then you call it hustle and act spiritual about it. 

When a man’s will is pressured by covetous appetite, he starts cutting corners. He starts 
shading truth. He starts resenting people who stand in his way. He starts treating 
relationships as ladders and using people as tools. That is why Micah shows the pipeline. 
“And they covet fields, and take them by violence… so they oppress a man and his house” 
(Micah 2:2). Coveting does not stop at longing. It wants ownership. It wants control. It 
wants the feeling of being above somebody else, because covetousness is tied to pride as 
surely as a leech is tied to blood. 

6. Guarding the Eye Gate is Warfare, Not Legalism 

The world calls discipline legalism because the world loves slavery and hates chains being 
broken. The flesh calls discipline legalism because the flesh wants to be entertained while 
it is being destroyed. The devil calls discipline legalism because he wants you to keep 
stocking the pantry of temptation. But the Bible calls it wisdom. “I will set no wicked thing 
before mine eyes” (Psalms 101:3). That is not legalism. That is a man declaring war on his 
own weakness. He is not trusting himself to be noble in the moment. He is removing the 
bait before the trap is sprung. 



That is why Scripture tells you to guard what enters. “Keep thy heart with all diligence; for 
out of it are the issues of life” (Proverbs 4:23). How do you keep the heart if you keep 
feeding it poison through the eyes. You cannot. The heart is not a trash can. It is a garden. 
Whatever you look at is a seed. If you plant the world, you will harvest discontent. If you 
plant lust, you will harvest corruption. If you plant envy, you will harvest bitterness. Then 
you will try to fix the harvest with behavior changes while still planting the same seed. That 
is insanity with a Bible verse on top. 

Jesus told you the seriousness of it when He spoke about the eye, “And if thy right eye 
offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee” (Matthew 5:29). He was not giving you a 
medical procedure. He was giving you an attitude. He was telling you to treat sin like a 
threat, not like a pet. If something you look at repeatedly is feeding covetousness, then you 
cut it off. You do not negotiate with it. You do not keep it around and hope you get stronger. 
You remove it because you love God more than you love entertainment. 

7. Turning the Eye Back to God, Single Eye, Full Light 

The cure is not becoming blind to beauty or numb to life. The cure is redirecting the gaze so 
the eye becomes “single” again (Matthew 6:22). A single eye is not a wandering eye. It is not 
a collecting eye. It is not a measuring eye. It is an eye with a fixed aim. It looks at God’s 
truth, God’s promises, God’s provision, God’s calling, and it refuses to live on the drip feed 
of other people’s highlight reels. That is where contentment is born, because contentment 
is not ignorance. Contentment is trust. 

That is why Hebrews tells you straight, “Let your conversation be without covetousness; 
and be content with such things as ye have” (Hebrews 13:5). Then it nails the foundation 
under that command, “for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 
13:5). Covetousness says, God is not enough. Contentment says, God is enough. 
Covetousness says, I need more to be secure. Contentment says, God Himself is my 
security. Covetousness says, I need their portion. Contentment says, my portion is the 
Lord. 

And when you redirect the eyes, you start seeing the blessing you already have. You stop 
resenting your life and start stewarding it. You stop comparing your calling to somebody 
else’s calling and start finishing your race. You stop staring at your neighbor’s house and 
start building your own home in righteousness. You stop browsing other people’s marriages 
and start loving your spouse with clean affection. You stop chasing a fantasy future and 
start obeying God in the present. That is why Scripture teaches you to set the gaze where it 
belongs, “While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not 



seen” (2 Corinthians 4:18). A man who trains his eyes to look higher will not be easily baited 
by low things. 

Conclusion 

Covetousness enters through the eye gate because the eye is the first salesman the flesh 
hires. If you let it browse unchecked, it will stock your mind with images that feed 
discontent, and discontent will breed resentment, and resentment will pull you toward sin 
while you keep telling yourself you are fine. Jesus warned you that the eye fills the whole 
body with light or darkness (Matthew 6:22-23), and that means your spiritual condition is 
not only shaped by what you do, but by what you keep looking at. You can pray for victory all 
day and still keep feeding your temptation all night, and then act confused when the 
appetite wins. 

The Bible gives you the anatomy in one verse through Achan. “When I saw… then I 
coveted… and took” (Joshua 7:21). That is not ancient history. That is daily reality. The eye 
hands the picture to the imagination, the imagination stirs the appetite, the appetite 
pressures the will, and the will eventually reaches. If you want to cut sin at the root, you do 
not start at the hand. You start at the eye. You stop pretending the second look is harmless. 
You stop pretending entertainment is neutral. You stop calling discipline legalism when 
God calls it wisdom (Psalms 101:3). 

So the war begins with a covenant like Job made. “I made a covenant with mine eyes” (Job 
31:1). You decide what gets set before them and what does not. You decide what you will 
browse and what you will cut off. You decide whether your eyes will be single and your life 
full of light, or whether your eyes will be wandering and your life full of darkness (Matthew 
6:22-23). Then you anchor it in the promise that kills covetousness at the core, “I will never 
leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5). When God is enough, the catalog loses its 
power, the showroom loses its spell, and the eye gate stops being a doorway for want and 
becomes a lamp for truth. 

 

 

3 of 40: The Anatomy of Covetousness - Comparison: The Devil’s Measuring Stick 
Main Passage: “Thou shalt not covet” (Exodus 20:17) 

There is a reason God did not end the commandments with theft or adultery or murder. 
Those sins have fingerprints. Those sins leave bodies. Those sins make noise. But the Lord 
closed the whole list with a sin you can commit sitting still, smiling, and singing, “Thou 
shalt not covet” (Exodus 20:17). Covetousness is the quiet sin that trains the soul to accuse 



God without ever opening the mouth, and one of its sharpest tools is comparison. 
Comparison is the devil’s ruler. He lays it across your life and whispers, “Not enough,” until 
you start thinking God has been unfair with you. 

Most people think covetousness needs poverty to thrive, but it does not. Covetousness can 
flourish in abundance as long as someone nearby has more, looks happier, appears more 
honored, or seems more blessed. That is why comparison is so dangerous. It does not 
require a lack. It only requires a neighbor. It does not need empty cupboards. It only needs 
a window. The devil does not have to starve you to get you covetous. He just has to show 
you somebody else’s portion and convince you it should have been yours. 

Comparison turns blessings into burdens. It makes a good house feel like a prison because 
someone else’s is bigger. It makes a faithful marriage feel dull because someone else’s 
looks exciting. It makes honest work feel humiliating because someone else’s job looks 
impressive. It makes the ministry God gave you feel small because someone else has a 
crowd. Then you become the kind of Christian who can never enjoy what the Lord has 
done, because your joy is chained to what somebody else has. That is not harmless 
thinking. That is a form of accusation against God’s wisdom and timing, and it is the 
doorway into envy, slander, and secret hatred while still smiling in church. 

1. The Devil’s Ruler and the Whisper, Not Enough 

The devil has always been a measurer. He measures your life against someone else’s life 
until you stop seeing what God gave you and start staring at what God gave them. He knows 
that comparison is a cheap weapon. He can ruin your peace without touching your 
possessions. He can wreck your contentment without changing your circumstances. All he 
has to do is stand you beside somebody else and whisper, “Look at that. Why not you.” 
Then you start reading your life like an insult instead of a gift. 

That is why the Lord warned, “Take heed, and beware of covetousness” (Luke 12:15). 
Covetousness has a disguise. It does not walk in and announce, I am greed. It comes in 
dressed like realism, like ambition, like discernment, like you are just being honest about 
your situation. Then Jesus crushes the lie in the same verse, “For a man’s life consisteth not 
in the abundance of the things which he possesseth” (Luke 12:15). Comparison says, life 
consists in abundance, and if my abundance is less than his abundance, then my life is 
less than his life. Christ says that is a lie, and if you live by a lie you will die by a lie. 

The Bible exposes how this operates in the heart. “A sound heart is the life of the flesh: but 
envy the rottenness of the bones” (Proverbs 14:30). Envy is comparison that has turned 
sour. It is the rotting stage. It eats the soul from the inside out while a man keeps 
functioning outwardly. He still works. He still talks. He still attends. But inwardly he is 



decaying because he is measuring himself with the wrong ruler. If you want to know why so 
many Christians have no joy, look at what they keep measuring. 

2. Scripture’s Diagnosis, Comparing is Folly 

God did not leave this topic vague. He put His finger right on it and called it what it is. “For 
we dare not make ourselves of the number, or compare ourselves with some that 
commend themselves: but they measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing 
themselves among themselves, are not wise” (2 Corinthians 10:12). That verse does not 
say comparison is risky. It says it is not wise. It is foolishness with a religious face. It is men 
commending themselves, building their own scoreboard, then congratulating themselves 
for being ahead on the scoreboard they invented. 

Comparison is especially deadly because it can produce two opposite poisons and both 
are from the same root. If you measure yourself and you think you are ahead, you get proud. 
If you measure yourself and you think you are behind, you get bitter. But you will never get 
grateful. Gratitude does not grow in a heart that keeps staring sideways. Gratitude grows in 
a heart that keeps looking up. That is why the devil loves comparison. He can make you 
proud without holiness, or bitter without humility, and either way you are ruined. 

The Bible gives the alternative, and it is simple, but it is not easy. “Let every man prove his 
own work, and then shall he have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another” (Galatians 
6:4). The Lord says stop living off other people’s measurements. Prove your own work. Walk 
with God. Obey what you have been given. Run your race. Your rejoicing is not supposed to 
be in another man’s failure or another man’s success. Your rejoicing is supposed to be in 
doing what God told you to do. 

3. The Asaph Problem, When the Eyes Slide Sideways 

If you want a case study of comparison poisoning a believer, read Psalm 73 and watch a 
godly man almost lose his footing. “But as for me, my feet were almost gone; my steps had 
well nigh slipped” (Psalms 73:2). He was not slipping because he stopped believing in 
God’s existence. He was slipping because he started comparing. “For I was envious at the 
foolish, when I saw the prosperity of the wicked” (Psalms 73:3). He saw their ease, their 
wealth, their health, their arrogance, and his heart started arguing with God. 

Then he said something every honest believer has felt at some point, “Verily I have 
cleansed my heart in vain, and washed my hands in innocency” (Psalms 73:13). That is 
what comparison does. It makes obedience feel pointless and sin look profitable. It makes 
a holy life feel like you are being cheated. It makes faithfulness look like foolishness. That is 
the devil’s measuring stick at work. He is trying to convince you that the only thing that 



matters is what you can see, and if the wicked have more visible stuff, then the wicked are 
winning. 

Asaph got healed the moment he stopped comparing with the wrong horizon. “Until I went 
into the sanctuary of God; then understood I their end” (Psalms 73:17). Comparison 
focuses on the present. Wisdom focuses on the end. Covetousness looks at a snapshot 
and calls it the whole story. God says, look at the end. When the end comes into view, the 
prosperity of the wicked is not a prize, it is a setup. If you want to defeat comparison, you 
have to live with eternity in the frame, not just the next purchase. 

4. The Gospels Expose It, Peter’s Sideways Look 

The Lord even shows comparison in the disciples, so nobody can pretend this is a problem 
only for carnal people. After Jesus restored Peter, Peter immediately turned his head 
sideways. “Peter seeing him saith to Jesus, Lord, and what shall this man do” (John 21:21). 
There it is. The sideways look. The measuring stick. Peter did not ask, Lord what do you 
want from me. He asked, what about him. That is comparison. It is the impulse to evaluate 
your calling by somebody else’s calling. 

Jesus answered with a rebuke that every believer needs burned into the mind. “If I will that 
he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? follow thou me” (John 21:22). That is the cure in 
one line. What is that to thee. Follow thou me. The devil wants you distracted. He wants you 
tracking other people’s timelines, other people’s outcomes, other people’s blessings. 
Christ says, follow me. You do not get to negotiate your obedience based on what God does 
with somebody else. 

That one scene exposes how comparison becomes an excuse for disobedience. A man 
says, I would serve if I had what he has. I would be faithful if I had what she has. I would 
obey if my life looked like theirs. Jesus says, what is that to thee. Follow thou me. The 
command is the same whether you have five talents or two talents. You are not judged by 
somebody else’s stewardship. You are judged by yours. 

This is why covetousness is tied to comparison. Covetousness always begins with, look at 
what they have. Then it moves to, I should have that. Then it ends with, God has not been 
good to me. That is the invisible crime. You can say the right words outwardly and still be 
prosecuting God inwardly, and Christ is not impressed with a clean mouth and a dirty heart. 

5. Scoreboard Christianity and the Sin of Measuring Ministry 

Comparison does not stop at houses and cars and bodies. It marches right into the church 
and starts doing math with souls. It turns ministry into a scoreboard. Bigger crowd means 
better preacher. Bigger budget means better church. Bigger building means bigger 



blessing. More applause means more anointing. More followers means more fruit. That is 
not Bible. That is the world’s measuring stick dragged into the sanctuary and called 
“success.” 

Paul nailed this spirit early because it showed up in Corinth like a plague. “For ye are yet 
carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal” 
(1 Corinthians 3:3). Envy and division are linked. Comparison produces factions. People 
start comparing teachers, comparing styles, comparing gifts, comparing results. Then they 
build camps and call it loyalty while it is just carnality in a suit. 

Then Paul crushes the pride of measurement with the simplest truth in the book. “Who 
then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed” (1 Corinthians 3:5). 
He says God gives the increase, not men. “I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave 
the increase” (1 Corinthians 3:6). If God gives the increase, then the increase is not a report 
card on your worth. It is not a measuring stick for your ego. It is God’s business. 
Comparison in ministry is a subtle way of stealing glory, because a man starts feeling 
important when God blesses, and he starts feeling offended when God blesses someone 
else. 

If you want to know why so many ministries rot from the inside, it is because they live by 
comparison. They are not asking, did we obey Scripture. They are asking, did we beat the 
church down the street. They are not asking, are we faithful. They are asking, are we bigger. 
That spirit produces pride when you are ahead and bitterness when you are behind, and 
either way the Holy Ghost is grieved. 

6. Comparison Produces Slander, Bitterness, and Hidden Hatred 

Comparison is not just private irritation. It produces fruit, and the fruit is ugly. James tells 
you what happens when envy takes hold. “But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your 
hearts, glory not, and lie not against the truth” (James 3:14). The word bitter is there 
because envy is never sweet. It always turns sour. Then James says do not glory, because 
people will dress envy up like righteousness. They will act like they are standing for truth 
when they are really protecting ego. 

Then he tells you where it comes from. “This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is 
earthly, sensual, devilish” (James 3:15). That is plain talk. Comparison masquerades as 
wisdom. People say, I am just being realistic. James says it is devilish. The devil loves to 
whisper “not enough” because it makes you accuse God and resent people. Then James 
gives the outcome. “For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work” 
(James 3:16). Comparison is not harmless. It is a doorway. It opens into confusion and 
every evil work. 



You can see this in Scripture’s warnings about covetousness. “And through covetousness 
shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you” (2 Peter 2:3). Covetousness will 
use words to get what it wants. Comparison trains a man to believe he is entitled, and once 
he believes he is entitled, he will justify all kinds of speech. He will gossip to cut someone 
down. He will slander to level the field. He will whisper to poison reputations. He will smile 
in public and hate in private. That is how covetousness hides. It does not always steal 
money. Sometimes it steals honor by tearing down a brother. 

This is why the Bible says love does not behave this way. “Charity envieth not” (1 
Corinthians 13:4). Envy is comparison with a knife. It is love turned inside out. It is the heart 
saying, I cannot rejoice in your blessing because your blessing makes me feel small. That is 
not Christ. That is flesh. And if you let it live, it will wreck your relationships and your walk 
with God. 

7. The Cure, Contentment and the Fear of God’s Portion 

The cure for comparison is not pretending differences do not exist. Differences exist. God 
made people different. God gives different callings, different gifts, different seasons, 
different burdens, different outcomes. The cure is contentment under God’s hand and 
gratitude for God’s portion. The Bible commands it, “Let your conversation be without 
covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have” (Hebrews 13:5). That is not a 
suggestion for the spiritually advanced. That is a basic command for Christians who want 
to walk clean. 

Then the verse anchors the command in the promise that kills comparison at the root. “For 
he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5). Comparison says, I 
need what they have to be secure. God says, I am with you. Comparison says, I need their 
portion to be satisfied. God says, I will not forsake you. If the presence of God does not 
satisfy you, a new house will not. If the promise of God does not settle you, a bigger 
platform will not. If the fellowship of God does not fill you, applause will not. You do not fix 
covetousness by feeding it. You fix it by starving it and worshipping God. 

Paul put it in plain terms. “But godliness with contentment is great gain” (1 Timothy 6:6). 
Great gain is not always more money. Great gain is a settled heart. Great gain is being able 
to thank God for what you have without resenting what someone else has. Great gain is 
being able to rejoice when God blesses another believer because you are not competing for 
the throne. Contentment is not laziness. Contentment is trust. Contentment says, the Lord 
knows what I can handle, and the Lord knows what I need, and the Lord has not made a 
mistake with my portion. 



And when you learn contentment, you stop playing the devil’s measuring game. You stop 
measuring your marriage by somebody else’s highlight reel. You stop measuring your 
ministry by somebody else’s crowd. You stop measuring your life by somebody else’s 
paycheck. You prove your own work (Galatians 6:4), you follow Christ (John 21:22), and you 
let God be God. That is freedom. That is light. That is the end of the invisible crime. 

Conclusion 

Comparison is the fuel that keeps covetousness burning because it makes the heart 
restless even in abundance. It does not require poverty. It requires a neighbor. It requires a 
sideways look. The devil lays his ruler across your life and whispers, “Not enough,” until you 
stop seeing God’s gifts and start resenting them. Then blessings become burdens, and 
obedience feels pointless, and faithfulness feels foolish, and the prosperity of the wicked 
starts looking like the prize, just like Asaph admitted when he said he was “envious at the 
foolish” (Psalms 73:3). 

The Bible calls comparison what it is, folly. “Comparing themselves among themselves, are 
not wise” (2 Corinthians 10:12). It is not wisdom. It is a trap. It produces pride if you think 
you are ahead and bitterness if you think you are behind, but it never produces gratitude. It 
opens the door to envy, strife, confusion, and every evil work (James 3:16). Then it walks 
right into church life and turns ministry into a scoreboard, where crowds and numbers and 
applause become the measuring stick instead of faithfulness and doctrine and holiness. 

So I am going to end where Jesus ended with Peter. “What is that to thee? follow thou me” 
(John 21:22). That is the cure for the sideways look. You stop measuring your calling by 
somebody else’s calling, and you stop judging God’s goodness by somebody else’s portion. 
You obey what God put in your hands and you trust His timing. You let your conversation be 
without covetousness and you learn to be content with such things as you have, because 
God has said, “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5). When that promise 
becomes real, the devil’s measuring stick snaps in half, and comparison loses its voice, 
and covetousness has nothing left to feed on but silence. 

 

 

4 of 40: The Anatomy of Covetousness - The Lie of Deservedness: When Want Pretends 
to be Justice 
Main Passage: “Thou shalt not covet” (Exodus 20:17) 

Covetousness is slick, and it is slick precisely because it does not usually walk into a man’s 
conscience wearing a sign that says GREED. Covetousness prefers a robe and a gavel. It 



wants a courtroom, not a confession booth. It wants to sound righteous while it is rotten, 
and it knows the easiest way to do that is to dress desire up like justice. A man will not 
confess, “I am covetous,” but he will say, “I worked hard,” “I’m owed,” “I should have that by 
now,” and “It isn’t fair.” Then he feels clean because he used the language of fairness while 
he worshipped the idol of more. God shut that whole game down with one commandment 
that exposes the inner man, “Thou shalt not covet… any thing that is thy neighbour’s” 
(Exodus 20:17), because covetousness is not just wanting more, it is wanting what belongs 
to another and feeling justified in wanting it. 

This lie of deservedness is the moment stewardship dies and entitlement is born. A man 
stops receiving life as a trust from God and starts demanding life as a debt God owes him. 
He begins to interpret blessings as wages and hardships as insults. That mindset corrupts 
the conscience because once a man believes he deserves what he wants, he begins to 
justify the methods he uses to get it. Then manipulation becomes strategy. Compromise 
becomes wisdom. Debt becomes normal. Dishonest scales become “business.” 
Emotional pressure becomes persuasion. Spiritual language becomes a cloak, “nor a cloke 
of covetousness; God is witness” (1 Thessalonians 2:5). You can cover greed with religious 
words, but you cannot fool the Lord. 

This lie also poisons relationships. People stop being neighbors to love and become 
obstacles or stepping stones. If you deserve what you want, then anyone in the way 
becomes an enemy, and anyone who can help becomes a tool. That is why covetousness is 
so destructive. It makes a restless, ungrateful soul that cannot enjoy what it has because it 
is always prosecuting God for what it does not have. Jesus warned it plainly, “Take heed, 
and beware of covetousness” (Luke 12:15), because when want pretends to be justice, it 
becomes harder to detect, and the heart gets trained to accuse God and call it 
discernment. 

1. The Inner Courtroom, When Desire Wears a Robe 

Covetousness wants to be justified, and justification is the language of a courtroom. It 
does not want to be seen as lust. It wants to be seen as logic. It wants to be seen as 
righteous anger at unfairness. That is why this sin is so common among religious people. 
They know how to speak in moral categories while their heart is hungry. They will not say, “I 
want what he has.” They will say, “It should have been mine.” That is the lie of 
deservedness. 

This is where the tenth commandment becomes an X-ray. You can obey the other 
commandments outwardly and still be guilty inwardly. Paul said it plainly, “I had not known 
lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet” (Romans 7:7). That means 



covetousness is lust in a suit. It is lust that has learned to use reason to defend itself. It is a 
craving that has learned to sound respectable. When the law says thou shalt not covet, it is 
not merely condemning theft, it is condemning the entire internal argument that says you 
have a right to another man’s portion. 

James exposes the mechanics of this inner court. “Every man is tempted, when he is drawn 
away of his own lust, and enticed” (James 1:14). That is not the devil forcing you. That is 
your own lust pulling you. Then it says, “Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth 
sin” (James 1:15). Covetousness is the conception stage. It is the mind entertaining desire 
until it feels justified. The lie of deservedness is the midwife that helps the sin get born. 

2. Entitlement, The Idol of I Am Owed 

Entitlement is covetousness that has become bold. It is the heart saying, I am owed. That 
spirit is everywhere now, and it has crept into the church like a disease, because people are 
trained by the world to believe they deserve comfort, success, attention, and ease. Then 
they get mad at God when He gives them a cross instead of a crown. They forget that the 
Christian life is not a contract where God owes you upgrades. It is a covenant where God 
owns you. 

The Bible crushes entitlement by reminding you that you are not the owner. “Moreover it is 
required in stewards, that a man be found faithful” (1 Corinthians 4:2). A steward does not 
demand. A steward manages. A steward serves. A steward answers to the owner. 
Covetousness flips that, and entitlement says, I am the owner, and God is the steward who 
better keep my life stocked. That is blasphemy in polite form, and it is exactly what 
covetousness produces when it matures. 

That is why Scripture ties covetousness to idolatry, “Covetousness, which is idolatry” 
(Colossians 3:5). Entitlement is a worship problem. It worships self. It worships comfort. It 
worships the idea that you deserve a certain lifestyle. And once self becomes the god, 
everything else becomes a tool, including God Himself. A man will start using prayer as 
leverage, offering God spiritual talk so he can extract physical rewards. That is not prayer. 
That is a transaction. 

3. When Want Becomes Method, Justifying Sinful Paths 

Once the lie of deservedness takes root, the next step is method. A man starts planning 
how to get what he believes he is owed. That is where covetousness becomes practical. It 
begins to justify manipulation, pressure, dishonest scales, and crooked business, all while 
keeping a religious veneer. Proverbs warned about this kind of deception, “A false balance 
is abomination to the LORD” (Proverbs 11:1). But covetousness will call it business. 



Covetousness will call it survival. Covetousness will call it strategy. The Lord calls it 
abomination. 

That is why Micah shows the pipeline from desire to oppression. “And they covet fields, and 
take them by violence; and houses, and take them away: so they oppress a man and his 
house” (Micah 2:2). Notice they do not begin with violence. They begin with coveting. Then 
the coveting demands action, and when the heart is convinced it deserves the thing, it feels 
justified to take it. That is how covetousness turns into injustice while pretending to be 
justice. It starts as a feeling and ends as a crime. 

The New Testament warns that this same spirit can turn spiritual leaders into merchants. 
“And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you” (2 
Peter 2:3). Do you see the words. Feigned words. That means a man can sound godly while 
he is greedy. He can use spiritual language as a hook. He can turn sermons into sales 
pitches. He can turn sheep into customers. Covetousness will justify it by saying he 
deserves it, he earned it, he built it, it is his ministry. God says it is merchandise religion, 
and judgment does not slumber. 

4. The Poison of Relationships, People as Obstacles or Tools 

Covetousness always damages relationships because it changes what people are to you. If 
you are entitled, then people become obstacles when they have what you want, and they 
become tools when they can get you what you want. That is why covetousness cannot 
coexist with love. “Charity envieth not” (1 Corinthians 13:4). Envy is comparison that has 
turned bitter, and bitterness is always personal. It always attaches to faces. Covetousness 
says, I cannot rejoice in your blessing because your blessing feels like my deprivation. 

That is why Scripture warns about the covetous in fellowship, because the spirit spreads. 
Paul lists covetousness alongside other sins and says not to keep company with a man 
called a brother who is covetous (1 Corinthians 5:11). Why. Because covetousness 
corrupts a community. It breeds rivalry. It breeds suspicion. It breeds gossip. It breeds 
division. People start reading motives wrong because they themselves are driven by want. 

The lie of deservedness is what makes the covetous person impossible to satisfy 
relationally. If you owe them, they are always collecting. If you owe them attention, they will 
demand it. If you owe them honor, they will resent anyone else getting it. If you owe them 
comfort, they will treat sacrifice like an insult. That is not love. That is a creditor mentality. It 
turns friendship into accounting, and marriage into negotiation, and ministry into a ladder. 

5. Accusing God, When His No is Called Cruelty 



The worst fruit of deservedness is what it does to your view of God. Once you believe you 
deserve what you want, God’s “no” feels like cruelty. God’s delay feels like injustice. God’s 
discipline feels like abuse. God’s boundaries feel like oppression. Covetousness will look 
at a good God and call Him unfair because He did not give you what you demanded. That is 
why this sin is so serious. It is not merely about money. It is about God’s character on trial 
in your mind. 

Asaph nearly fell into this in Psalm 73 when he compared his life to the wicked and said, 
“Verily I have cleansed my heart in vain” (Psalms 73:13). That is the voice of accusation. 
That is the heart saying God is not worth serving. Comparison lit the fire, but deservedness 
adds gasoline, because the heart begins to say, I deserve a better deal for my obedience. 
That is not sonship. That is bargaining. That is a hireling spirit. It is Cain’s spirit, coming to 
God with an offering while resenting God’s judgment. 

The Bible gives the antidote by redefining what you deserve. “For all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). The truth is that nobody deserves blessing. We 
deserve judgment. We deserve hell. Anything short of hell is mercy. Anything above bare 
survival is grace. When a man forgets that, he becomes entitled. When he remembers that, 
he becomes grateful. Covetousness thrives where grace is forgotten. 

6. Prayer Turned into a Shopping List, Spiritual Talk as Leverage 

Covetousness loves to use spiritual language because spiritual language can make greed 
feel holy. A man starts praying like God is supposed to fund his wants. He starts talking 
about blessings while chasing idols. He starts quoting verses about provision while 
refusing contentment. He starts interpreting every desire as a “vision.” That is how 
covetousness hides in church. It does not say, I want more. It says, God wants me to have 
more. Then it calls that faith while the heart is still discontent. 

Paul warned about this kind of religious cloak. “Nor a cloke of covetousness; God is 
witness” (1 Thessalonians 2:5). That means covetousness can wear a cloak and pretend to 
be ministry, pretend to be burden, pretend to be love, pretend to be calling. But God is 
witness. God sees the motive. God knows when prayer is worship and when prayer is a 
shopping list. God knows when a man is seeking His face and when a man is seeking His 
hand. 

James also exposes this, “Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may 
consume it upon your lusts” (James 4:3). There it is. Consume it upon your lusts. That is 
covetous prayer. That is entitlement dressed up as devotion. That is want pretending to be 
righteousness. The Lord does not answer that because He is not an accomplice to your 



idol. Sometimes God’s “no” is the mercy that keeps you from being destroyed by what you 
think you deserve. 

7. The Cure, Contentment and the Fear of God’s Portion 

The cure for deservedness is to return to stewardship and contentment, and Scripture gives 
it without apology. “Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with 
such things as ye have” (Hebrews 13:5). That is not the language of entitlement. That is the 
language of trust. Then the verse anchors it in the promise that entitlement cannot argue 
with, “for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5). 
Covetousness says, I am unsafe unless I get more. God says, I am with you. Covetousness 
says, I am deprived. God says, I will not forsake you. If God is present, you are not deprived. 

Then Scripture commands you to mortify it, not manage it. “Mortify therefore your 
members which are upon the earth… and covetousness, which is idolatry” (Colossians 
3:5). Mortify means kill it. You do not negotiate with entitlement. You do not feed it. You do 
not pet it. You starve it. You cut off the arguments that say you are owed. You stop 
comparing. You stop accusing. You stop letting the heart put God on trial. You bring your 
thoughts into subjection and you tell the flesh it is not the judge. 

And you replace it with gratitude that sees life clearly. Gratitude says, I deserved hell and 
got mercy. Gratitude says, every breath is grace. Gratitude says, God has been good to me 
even in affliction. Gratitude says, “A man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the 
things which he possesseth” (Luke 12:15). Then covetousness loses its courtroom, 
because you are no longer prosecuting God. You are worshipping Him. 

Conclusion 

The lie of deservedness is covetousness wearing a robe and pretending to be justice. It tells 
a man he is owed, and once he believes that, he stops living like a steward and starts living 
like a creditor. He begins to justify sinful methods because he feels entitled to the 
outcome. Then manipulation becomes normal, compromise becomes wisdom, dishonest 
scales become business, and spiritual language becomes a cloak. That is why 
covetousness is called idolatry (Colossians 3:5), because it turns self into a god and makes 
God into an employee. 

This spirit poisons relationships because it changes how you see people. Neighbors 
become obstacles if they have what you want, and they become stepping stones if they can 
get you what you want. Love is replaced by accounting. Fellowship is replaced by rivalry. 
Then the heart becomes restless and ungrateful, unable to enjoy what it has because it is 
always prosecuting God for what it does not have. That is exactly why Jesus warned, “Take 



heed, and beware of covetousness” (Luke 12:15), because covetousness does not just 
steal things, it steals peace, joy, gratitude, and trust. 

So the cure is not self pity and it is not bigger blessings. The cure is truth. You do not 
deserve what you think you deserve. You deserve judgment, and everything else is mercy. 
You return to stewardship, you let your conversation be without covetousness, and you 
learn to be content with such things as you have (Hebrews 13:5). Then you anchor that 
contentment in the promise God Himself gave you, “I will never leave thee, nor forsake 
thee” (Hebrews 13:5). When that promise becomes real, the courtroom closes, the robe 
comes off, the gavel hits the floor, and want stops pretending to be justice because God is 
back on the throne where He belongs. 

 

 

5 of 40: The Anatomy of Covetousness - Paul’s Confession: When the Law Turns on the 
Light (Romans 7:7) 
Main Passage: “I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet” 
(Romans 7:7) 

There is a lie that sits at the bottom of most lost religion, and it is the lie that a man is 
“basically good.” The devil loves that lie because it keeps a sinner medicated. It keeps him 
calm while he is dying. It makes him think heaven is a reward for decent people instead of a 
gift for guilty people. That lie survives as long as sin is defined by outward scandal only, 
because a man can avoid a few public crimes and still feel righteous. He can keep his 
hands clean and still keep his heart filthy. He can keep his reputation intact and still be 
condemned in the sight of God. That is why the Lord closed the commandments with the 
one sin nobody can hide behind, “Thou shalt not covet” (Exodus 20:17), because 
covetousness is not first a crime of the hand, it is a crime of the heart. 

Paul’s confession in Romans 7 is one of the clearest lights God ever turned on inside a 
man. Paul was not dealing with a public scandal in Romans 7:7. He was dealing with an 
internal revelation. The law did not just accuse his hands, it accused his wants. He said it 
without dodging it, “Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law: for I had not known lust, 
except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet” (Romans 7:7). Notice he did not say he did 
not know murder was wrong. He did not say he did not know theft was wrong. He said he 
did not know lust until the law told him not to covet, because covetousness digs beneath 
the surface and exposes the inward man. It proves that a man can be outwardly moral and 
inwardly condemned, and it proves the law was not given to make you righteous but to 
show you that you are not. 



That is what makes covetousness so deadly. It lives in the private chambers where nobody 
can police you, and God still calls it sin. No court can prosecute it. No neighbor can testify 
to it. No spouse can always detect it. No church member can always see it. But the Lord 
sees it, and the law speaks to it, and the conscience cannot hide from it when God turns 
the light on. Romans 7:7 is the death of the “basically good” myth, because it shows that 
sin is not merely what you do, it is what you want, and what you want can condemn you 
even while your hands look clean. 

1. The Law Was Not a Ladder, It Was a Light 

People treat the law like it is a ladder to climb up into heaven, but the Bible treats it like a 
flashlight that shows you the dirt. Paul did not say the law saved him. He said the law 
exposed him. “I had not known sin, but by the law” (Romans 7:7). The law does not give life. 
The law gives knowledge. The law does not wash the heart. The law reveals the heart. That 
is why every man who uses the commandments to prove he is righteous is using them 
backwards. The commandments were not written to congratulate you. They were written to 
condemn you and drive you to a Saviour. 

That is why Paul asked the question first, “What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God 
forbid” (Romans 7:7). The law is not the villain. The law is the mirror. The problem is the 
face. The law is holy, but the man is unholy. The law is straight, but the man is crooked. The 
law is righteous, but the man is guilty. When the law shines into the soul, the “basically 
good” man begins to see the rot behind the paint. 

This is where covetousness becomes the commandment with teeth. You can argue with 
some commandments by pointing to your behavior. You can claim you have not killed 
anyone. You can claim you have not robbed a bank. But you cannot argue with “Thou shalt 
not covet” (Exodus 20:17) if you are honest, because it legislates desire. It goes after the 
inward motion of the soul. It tells you God is not only judging what you do, He is judging 
what you love. 

2. Paul’s “I” and the Collapse of Self-Righteous Religion 

Romans 7 is full of “I,” and that is not an accident. God is letting you hear a man who has 
been stripped in his conscience. Paul is showing what happens when the law stops being 
theology and starts being personal. He is not talking about sinners out there. He is talking 
about himself. He says, “I had not known lust” (Romans 7:7). That is a confession. That is 
the death of the Pharisee inside him. That is the collapse of religious self confidence. 

Paul was not ignorant of Scripture. He was trained. He was disciplined. He was a Pharisee. 
He knew commandments. He had zeal. He had morality. Yet he said the law taught him 
what he really was. That means a man can have religion and still be blind. He can have 



Bible knowledge and still be deceived. He can have outward discipline and still be rotten. 
Covetousness is one of the cleanest proofs because it exposes desire, and desire tells you 
what rules you. 

This is why Jesus called out religious men who looked clean but were filthy. “And the 
Pharisees also, who were covetous… derided him” (Luke 16:14). Covetousness in a 
religious man produces mockery of truth, because truth threatens the idol. The law says 
thou shalt not covet, and the covetous heart says keep quiet, because if that 
commandment is true then my whole religion is a lie. That is why the lost religious man 
prefers commandments he can perform outwardly. Covetousness will not let him hide. 

3. The Tenth Commandment Hits the Heart Where No One Else Can 

The tenth commandment is a spiritual ambush. It catches the man who thinks he is safe. It 
proves that sin is deeper than behavior. It is not merely what you do in public. It is what you 
crave in private. “Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s house… nor any thing that is thy 
neighbour’s” (Exodus 20:17). That commandment is like a net thrown over the soul, 
because it covers “any thing.” It covers money, status, recognition, possession, 
relationships, comfort, influence, attention, and all the respectable forms of greed that 
hide behind polite words. 

Paul calls it lust because that is what it is. “I had not known lust, except the law had said, 
Thou shalt not covet” (Romans 7:7). Lust is not only sexual. Lust is strong desire for what 
God has not given you. Lust is the heart reaching across a boundary. Covetousness is lust 
focused on possession, on another man’s portion, on a life you are not assigned. It is the 
inward theft before the outward theft. It is the inward adultery before the outward adultery. 
It is the inward idolatry before the outward idolatry. 

That is why this commandment kills the myth of “I’m basically good.” A man can be publicly 
moral and privately covetous. He can have a clean record and a dirty imagination. He can 
be a faithful church attender and a jealous soul. He can be a family man and still envy 
another man’s life. He can be a preacher and covet another man’s platform. That is why 
God calls it idolatry, “Covetousness, which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). It reveals what you 
worship. 

4. The Sin That Comes to Life When the Light Comes On 

Paul goes deeper in Romans 7 and explains what happens when the law turns on the light. 
“But sin, taking occasion by the commandment, wrought in me all manner of 
concupiscence” (Romans 7:8). That verse is explosive because it tells you sin is not 
passive. It is active. It uses the commandment as an occasion, and once the 
commandment is known, sin pushes back. The flesh does not like restraint. The flesh 



wants to be god. When God says do not covet, the flesh says I will covet harder, just to 
prove I am in control. 

Paul says, “For without the law sin was dead” (Romans 7:8). That does not mean there was 
no sin. It means sin was not recognized as sin. It was sleeping. It was uncharged. It was not 
exposed. Then Paul says, “For I was alive without the law once: but when the 
commandment came, sin revived, and I died” (Romans 7:9). He thought he was alive. He 
thought he was fine. He thought he was righteous. Then the commandment came home to 
his conscience and killed his self righteousness. That is what the law does. It puts a man to 
death in his own eyes so he can be made alive in Christ. 

That is why the law is good. It does not flatter you. It does not tell you you are enough. It 
does not tell you you are basically good. It tells you you are guilty. It tells you you are 
condemned. It tells you you need a Saviour. That is why a man who hates the law is usually 
hiding something. He does not want the light. He does not want his inward life exposed. But 
when the light comes on, the first thing to die is pride, and that is a mercy. 

5. Inward Morality is Impossible Without a New Birth 

Romans 7 teaches you that the problem is not a lack of rules. The problem is a lack of life. 
The law can tell you what is right, but it cannot make you love what is right. The law can tell 
you not to covet, but it cannot remove covetousness from your heart. That is why Paul said, 
“For I delight in the law of God after the inward man: But I see another law in my members” 
(Romans 7:22-23). There is a war inside, and outward religion cannot win it, because the 
flesh is still there. 

This is where men get confused and start playing games. They try to fix inward sin with 
outward control. They start cleaning the outside of the cup while the inside is still full of 
extortion. But Jesus already told you what that produces. It produces hypocrisy. It produces 
dead religion. It produces whitewashed tombs. It produces Pharisees who are covetous 
and still religious enough to deride Christ (Luke 16:14). Outward morality without inward 
regeneration is just a polished corpse. 

That is why the gospel is not God telling you to behave better. The gospel is God giving you a 
new nature through Jesus Christ. “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature” (2 
Corinthians 5:17). The law shows you what you are. The gospel gives you what you are not. 
The law condemns your lust. The gospel gives you a new heart and then teaches you to 
mortify the old one. “Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth… and 
covetousness, which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). You cannot mortify what you will not 
admit. Romans 7 makes you admit it. 

6. Covetousness as the Hidden Idol of the Religious Heart 



Paul’s confession exposes why covetousness is so common in religious circles. It is 
hidden. It is respectable. It can be dressed up as ambition, as discernment, as vision, as 
ministry growth, as providing for family, as planning ahead. Covetousness does not always 
look like a man stealing. Sometimes it looks like a man constantly wanting more and never 
being grateful for what God gave. It looks like a man measuring his worth by abundance 
while quoting Bible verses. 

Jesus warned that life is not abundance (Luke 12:15), but covetousness believes the 
opposite. That is why it is idolatry. It worships things. It worships comfort. It worships 
control. It worships the idea that you can secure yourself by owning more. Hebrews kills 
that idol by tying contentment to God’s presence. “Let your conversation be without 
covetousness… for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5). If 
God is with you, you are not deprived. If God is with you, you are not unsafe. Covetousness 
says God is not enough. Faith says God is enough. 

Paul’s confession forces the religious man to stop hiding behind “I’m a decent person.” A 
decent person can be covetous. A decent person can envy. A decent person can lust in the 
heart. A decent person can be condemned while he looks moral. That is why salvation is 
not earned by being decent. Salvation is received by grace through faith. That is why 
Romans 7 must be preached, because it crushes self righteousness and prepares a man to 
run to Christ instead of to his own morality. 

7. The Purpose of the Light, To Drive You to the Saviour 

The law turning on the light is not God being cruel. It is God being merciful. A doctor who 
tells you the truth is not your enemy. A doctor who flatters you while you have cancer is 
your enemy. The law is the truth telling doctor. It tells you the disease is not only on your 
hands, it is in your heart. It tells you covetousness is lust. It tells you you are not basically 
good. It tells you you are condemned. Then it points you to the only remedy, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Paul’s Romans 7 ends with a cry, not a boast. “O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver 
me from the body of this death?” (Romans 7:24). That is what the law is supposed to 
produce. Not pride. Not self confidence. Not religious swagger. It produces desperation. It 
produces honesty. It produces a man who stops defending himself and starts begging for 
deliverance. Then Paul answers, “I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 
7:25). That is the gospel. The law says, you are guilty. Christ says, I can save you. 

So Romans 7:7 is the foundation for this anatomy series because it teaches you how 
covetousness must be treated. It is not just a bad habit. It is a sin nature symptom. It is a 
heart sin. It is idolatry. It is lust. It lives in the private chambers. And God still calls it sin. 



When the law turns on the light, you stop saying, I am basically good, and you start saying, I 
need a Saviour. That is the only safe place to be. 

Conclusion 

Paul’s confession in Romans 7:7 is one of the clearest demonstrations in the Bible that sin 
is deeper than outward behavior. The law did not simply accuse Paul’s hands, it accused 
his wants. “I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet” (Romans 
7:7). That one sentence murders the myth that a man is basically good, because it proves 
you can be outwardly moral and inwardly condemned. Covetousness is the clean proof 
because it is invisible to men but visible to God, and when the light comes on, the 
conscience cannot hide behind good manners and religious activity. 

The law is not a ladder to climb, it is a light that exposes. It shows the flesh pushing back, 
sin taking occasion, covetous desire rising up, and a man dying in his self righteousness 
when the commandment becomes personal (Romans 7:8-9). That death is necessary. God 
kills pride so He can save the sinner. As long as a man believes he is decent and deserves 
heaven, he will never run to Christ. He will keep polishing the outside of the cup and ignore 
the rot inside. Romans 7 does not allow that. It forces the inward man into the open. 

So the purpose of this essay is not to leave you condemned in despair, but to leave you 
honest in the light. The law turns on the light so you stop trusting yourself and start trusting 
the Saviour. When you finally say with Paul, “O wretched man that I am!” (Romans 7:24), 
you are closer to salvation than the man bragging about his morality. Then you can say what 
Paul said next, “I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 7:25). Covetousness is 
the private sin nobody can police, but the Lord can cleanse it, and the law that exposes it is 
the same law that drives you straight to the grace that saves you. 

 

 

6 of 40: The Anatomy of Covetousness - Desire vs Coveting: When Want Crosses the 
Line (Deuteronomy 5:21) 
Main Passage: “Neither shalt thou desire thy neighbour’s wife, neither shalt thou covet 
thy neighbour’s house, his field… nor any thing that is thy neighbour’s” (Deuteronomy 
5:21) 

One of the slickest tricks the flesh ever learned was how to hide sin inside a respectable 
word. A man does not want to call it covetousness because covetousness sounds ugly, so 
he calls it ambition. He calls it drive. He calls it motivation. He calls it appreciation. He 
calls it “wanting better for my family.” Then he feels righteous while the heart is leaning in 



the wrong direction. That is why God wrote the tenth commandment the way He did. He did 
not say merely, do not steal. He said, do not want what is not yours. That sin can be 
committed without moving a muscle, and that is why it can live in church pews for 
decades, smiling, singing, and rotting the soul. 

This essay has to make the line bright, because not every desire is wicked, but every 
coveting is. God made men with desires. A hungry man desires food. A tired man desires 
rest. A young man desires to work, build, provide, and improve. A believer should desire to 
please God. The Bible even commands desire in righteous directions, “But covet earnestly 
the best gifts” (1 Corinthians 12:31) and “covet to prophesy” (1 Corinthians 14:39). Desire 
itself is not the villain. The villain is when desire crosses the line and becomes coveting, 
when it reaches into another man’s portion, another man’s place, another man’s 
possession, another man’s spouse, and starts leaning toward it with appetite. 

Deuteronomy 5:21 forces the issue and tightens the language so nobody can hide. “Neither 
shalt thou desire thy neighbour’s wife, neither shalt thou covet thy neighbour’s house, his 
field, or his manservant, or his maidservant, his ox, or his ass, or any thing that is thy 
neighbour’s” (Deuteronomy 5:21). It is not merely wanting. It is wanting what belongs to 
another, and wanting it enough that the heart begins to lean toward it, to rehearse it, to 
excuse it, to justify it. That is the moment desire becomes discontent with God, and 
discontent with God always becomes disordered love. Once that happens, you are not 
simply wanting something, you are accusing God of mismanaging your life. 

1. God’s Language Makes the Line Bright 

Deuteronomy does not only repeat Exodus. It expands it in a way that shows you God is 
after the inward motion of the soul. He says, “Neither shalt thou desire thy neighbour’s 
wife” and then, “neither shalt thou covet thy neighbour’s house” (Deuteronomy 5:21). The 
Word of God separates categories so the conscience cannot play games. Desire is a word 
that can be neutral depending on the object. Covet is never neutral. Covet is desire aimed 
at a forbidden target. Covet is desire that has crossed the boundary line God drew around 
your neighbor’s life. 

God also lists the neighbor’s “field” in Deuteronomy (Deuteronomy 5:21), which is an 
expansion that shows coveting is not just lust for a house or a wife. It includes land, 
livelihood, and the means of blessing. That means covetousness can show up as economic 
jealousy, career envy, resentment over opportunity, bitterness over inheritance, and anger 
at anyone who seems to have “more.” It proves covetousness is a heart posture, not a bank 
account problem. 



The phrase “nor any thing that is thy neighbour’s” (Deuteronomy 5:21) is the nail in the 
coffin for all excuses. God did not leave you a loophole. He did not say, do not covet big 
things only. He said any thing. That means the line is not measured by size. It is measured 
by ownership and authority. If it belongs to your neighbor, God drew a line. Coveting is the 
heart stepping over that line and acting like it has rights it does not have. 

2. Desire Can Be Holy, Coveting Never Is 

The Bible proves desire can be holy by commanding it in the right direction. Paul wrote, 
“But covet earnestly the best gifts” (1 Corinthians 12:31). That word covet is used in a 
righteous way there, not to excuse sinful wanting, but to show the engine of desire is not 
evil by itself. The engine can drive toward God or away from God. Paul also wrote, 
“Wherefore, brethren, covet to prophesy” (1 Corinthians 14:39). That is desire for 
usefulness, for edification, for spiritual profit in others, not desire to take what belongs to 
another. 

But then Scripture also shows you what coveting really is when it is sinful, and it calls it 
idolatry. “Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth… evil concupiscence, 
and covetousness, which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). Coveting is never just preference. It 
is worship. It is the heart placing value on the object above obedience to God. It is the heart 
saying, that thing will satisfy me more than God, that thing will secure me more than God, 
that thing will make me happy more than God. That is why coveting is always sin. It is 
always a rival altar. 

This is where people fool themselves. They think desire is always sin, so they become fake 
and passive, acting like they want nothing. Then they still covet privately and call it 
“struggle.” Others think desire is always good, so they chase anything they want and call it 
“manifesting” or “faith.” Both are wrong. The Bible gives you the bright line. Desire is lawful 
when the object is lawful and the motive is godly. Coveting is unlawful because the object 
is forbidden or the motive is rebellion. The line is not your feelings. The line is God’s Word. 

3. Coveting Begins When Desire Starts Leaning 

Coveting is not always a sudden explosion. It often begins as a lean. It is the heart slowly 
shifting its weight toward something it knows it should not want. It starts with looking, then 
thinking, then replaying, then comparing, then resenting. That is why the Bible ties the eyes 
to the heart and the heart to the will. “For where your treasure is, there will your heart be 
also” (Matthew 6:21). The heart follows what it values. If your heart keeps leaning toward 
what is not yours, eventually your feet will follow. 

This is why Jesus warned, “Take heed, and beware of covetousness” (Luke 12:15). He did 
not say beware of robbery. He said beware of covetousness, because covetousness is the 



inner shift that makes robbery possible. Then He defined reality, “For a man’s life 
consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth” (Luke 12:15). Coveting 
begins when you start believing the lie that life is abundance. Once you believe that lie, you 
will start leaning toward whatever promises more abundance, even if it costs you truth. 

The Bible gives you a perfect diagram of the lean turning into action. “When I saw… then I 
coveted them, and took them” (Joshua 7:21). Achan did not start by taking. He started by 
seeing. The desire entered. Then it leaned. Then it took. That is why the conscience has to 
be trained at the leaning stage, not the taking stage. If you wait until the hands are moving, 
you waited too long. The battle is won or lost before the act, when desire starts becoming 
discontent. 

4. Coveting Is Discontent with God’s Distribution 

Coveting is not only wanting something. It is wanting it in a way that complains against 
God. It implies God has not been wise, God has not been fair, God has not been good, God 
has not been timely. That is why covetousness is so serious. It is a theological sin. It is an 
accusation against the Lord’s providence. It says, the Lord gave you the wrong portion, and 
I know better than He does. That is why it turns into bitterness. A covetous man is always 
irritated, because his heart is arguing with God. 

The Bible commands the opposite spirit. “Let your conversation be without covetousness; 
and be content with such things as ye have” (Hebrews 13:5). Contentment is not laziness. 
Contentment is trust. It is the heart saying, God knows what I need, God knows what I can 
handle, God knows what is best, and God has not made a mistake with my portion. Then 
the verse anchors contentment in the promise that silences the accusation. “For he hath 
said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5). If God is present, you are not 
deprived. Coveting is the lie that you are deprived. 

This is why discontent always becomes disordered love. When you are discontent with 
God, you start loving things you should not love, and loving them too much. You start 
looking for satisfaction in what God made rather than in God Himself. That is idolatry, plain 
and simple. Covetousness is idolatry because it takes the heart’s affection and redirects it 
from the Creator to the creature. When that happens, even lawful desires can become 
sinful because they become ultimate. 

5. Ambition, Motivation, Appreciation, The Respectable Masks 

Covetousness often hides behind respectable masks because it knows that an ugly face 
would get confronted. So it calls itself ambition and tries to sound virtuous. It calls itself 
motivation and tries to sound disciplined. It calls itself appreciation and tries to sound 
harmless. But the Bible does not care what label you use. It cares what is ruling your heart. 



Paul warned of men who could cover covetousness with spiritual language, “Nor a cloke of 
covetousness; God is witness” (1 Thessalonians 2:5). That means covetousness can wear a 
cloak and still be covetous. A man can be covetous and still talk about God. 

This is where the line has to be made bright. Ambition can be righteous if it is ambition to 
please God and serve others. Paul said, “I have coveted no man’s silver, or gold, or apparel” 
(Acts 20:33). That is a man with a clean conscience. He worked, he labored, he served, but 
he did not covet. That means you can labor and not be covetous. You can strive and not be 
covetous. The difference is object and motive. Are you striving to be faithful, or are you 
striving to possess what is not yours. 

Appreciation is noticing good things without leaning. Coveting is noticing and leaning. 
Appreciation can bless God for another man’s blessing. Coveting resents another man’s 
blessing. Appreciation can rejoice with them that rejoice. Coveting secretly hopes they fall 
so you can feel better. That is why Scripture says love does not envy (1 Corinthians 13:4). 
Envy is coveting plus bitterness. It is coveting that has started boiling. 

6. Training the Conscience at the Line, Not After the Fall 

If you do not train your conscience to detect the line, you will always be “surprised” by your 
sin. The Bible says the law taught Paul what lust was by forbidding coveting, “I had not 
known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet” (Romans 7:7). The law trains the 
conscience by naming the sin at the desire level. That is why Romans 7 is so vital. It proves 
sin is not merely action. Sin is desire aimed wrong. A clean conscience is not just a clean 
record. It is a clean heart. 

The world trains the conscience to move the line. It teaches you that if you do not touch it, it 
is not sin. Jesus corrected that kind of thinking when He showed that adultery begins in the 
heart (Matthew 5:28), and the tenth commandment does the same with possession. 
Coveting is the heart committing the act before the body does. That is why you cannot wait 
for external consequences to fight it. By the time consequences show up, the root has 
already grown deep. 

This is why Scripture commands you to mortify covetousness, not manage it. “Mortify 
therefore your members… and covetousness, which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). Mortify 
means kill it. You kill it at the desire stage. You kill it when the heart starts leaning. You kill it 
by refusing the mental rehearsals, refusing the comparisons, refusing the excuses, refusing 
the entitlement. You do not make peace with it. You do not call it normal. You do not call it 
ambition. You call it sin and you put it to death. 

7. Redirecting Desire, From Taking to Seeking 



God does not remove desire from a believer. God redirects desire. He takes the engine and 
points it toward the right destination. That is why Scripture can command desire in holy 
directions while condemning covetousness in sinful directions. The cure is not becoming 
numb. The cure is seeking first the kingdom of God. When the heart is set on God, other 
desires fall into place, and the temptation to covet loses its grip. 

Jesus gave the simplest principle in the book. “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you” (Matthew 6:33). Coveting 
says, seek things first, then you will have peace. Jesus says, seek God first, and God will 
handle your needs. Coveting is the heart grabbing. Faith is the heart trusting. Coveting is 
discontent demanding. Faith is contentment waiting. Coveting is the heart leaning toward 
the neighbor’s portion. Faith is the heart resting in God’s portion. 

Then you learn to say what Paul learned to say. “Not that I speak in respect of want: for I 
have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content” (Philippians 4:11). 
Contentment is learned, which means it is trained. It is not automatic. It is trained by 
resisting covetous thoughts and feeding grateful thoughts. It is trained by blessing God for 
what He gave others and thanking God for what He gave you. It is trained by refusing to let 
desire cross the line and become an accusation against the Lord. 

Conclusion 

Deuteronomy 5:21 makes the line bright because God knows the flesh will hide if the line is 
fuzzy. “Neither shalt thou desire thy neighbour’s wife, neither shalt thou covet thy 
neighbour’s house… nor any thing that is thy neighbour’s” (Deuteronomy 5:21). Not every 
desire is wicked, but every coveting is, because coveting is desire aimed at what is 
forbidden, desire that leans across the boundary God set, desire that slowly becomes 
discontent with God’s distribution. That discontent is the moment the heart starts accusing 
God, and once the heart accuses God, love becomes disordered and idols start forming. 

The danger is that coveting does not usually announce itself as greed. It hides behind 
masks, ambition, motivation, appreciation, “I worked hard,” “I’m owed,” “I should have that 
by now.” The Bible does not care what you call it. God sees what it is. The law exposed it in 
Paul, “I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet” (Romans 7:7), 
because covetousness proves you can look clean outside while being guilty inside. That is 
why the conscience must be trained at the desire level, not after the fall. 

So the war is fought where desire starts leaning. You do not wait for the hands to move. You 
cut it off at the heart. You mortify covetousness because it is idolatry (Colossians 3:5), and 
you replace discontent with contentment rooted in God’s promise, “I will never leave thee, 
nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5). When you can desire lawful things without demanding 



them, and pursue improvement without coveting your neighbor’s portion, then desire stays 
a servant instead of becoming a master. That is where the line stays bright, the conscience 
stays clean, and the heart stays free. 

 

 

7 of 40: The Anatomy of Covetousness - Covetousness is Idolatry in Work Boots 
(Colossians 3:5) 
Main Passage: “Covetousness, which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5) 

Modern Christianity has a neat little illusion it likes to maintain, and that illusion is that 
idolatry is an ancient sin with dusty statues, wooden carvings, and pagans dancing around 
altars. That way a man can read the Old Testament, shake his head at Israel, and feel 
superior, while the same sin sits in his own heart wearing a suit and carrying a smartphone. 
The devil loves that illusion because it keeps idols hidden. It keeps a man thinking that as 
long as he is not bowing to a stone image, he is safe, while he is bowing internally to things 
that promise satisfaction, safety, status, and pleasure. The Bible explodes that illusion with 
one sentence that cuts like a sword, “Covetousness, which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). 

That verse does not call covetousness a personality flaw. It does not call it a weakness. It 
does not call it a harmless ambition issue. It calls it idolatry. That means covetousness is 
worship gone wrong. Idolatry is not only what a man does with his knees, it is what a man 
does with his heart. It is not only bowing outwardly, it is bowing inwardly. Covetousness 
turns possessions into a god and turns the heart into an altar, so a man begins sacrificing 
truth, purity, and peace for a thing. If you want to know what you worship, do not look at 
what you say you believe. Look at what you are willing to sacrifice for. 

This is why covetousness is so deadly. It is idolatry in work boots. It does not always look 
mystical. It looks practical. It looks like hustle, like grinding, like building, like planning, like 
getting ahead. It wears the language of responsibility while it drives the soul like a slave. It 
can live in a man who reads his Bible and prays, because covetousness can hide behind 
religious habits while the heart still bows to “more.” That is why Jesus warned, “Take heed, 
and beware of covetousness” (Luke 12:15). He did not warn about a statue. He warned 
about a heart posture. The modern man is not free from idolatry. He has simply upgraded 
his idols into more respectable shapes. 

1. Paul’s Knife, Calling the Sin What It Is 

Paul did not soften his words to protect the feelings of church folk. He gave a command 
and then named the sin. “Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; 



fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, 
which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). Mortify means kill it. Not manage it. Not excuse it. Not 
rename it. Kill it. And he puts covetousness in the same list with sexual filth to show you 
how serious it is. That alone should sober anyone who treats covetousness like a minor 
issue. 

Then he labels it. “Which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). That label matters because it 
exposes motive. A covetous man is not merely wanting. He is worshipping. He is assigning 
ultimate value to something God made. He is telling his heart that if he can get that thing, 
then he will be satisfied, safe, important, or secure. That is what idols promise. That is why 
covetousness is idolatry. It is the heart bowing to a promise. 

And notice that Paul does not say covetousness leads to idolatry. He says covetousness is 
idolatry. It is already worship. That means a man can be an idolater without ever touching a 
statue. He can be an idolater with a bank account, a shopping cart, a business plan, a 
platform, and a reputation. Idolatry is not mainly about a carved image. It is about what 
rules the heart. 

2. The Heart as an Altar, Worship Without Kneeling 

Idolatry in the Bible is always about replacing God with something else. It is the heart’s 
affection moving from the Creator to the creature. That is why Jesus said, “For where your 
treasure is, there will your heart be also” (Matthew 6:21). The heart goes where treasure 
goes. Treasure is not only money. Treasure is whatever you value most. If you value a thing 
above God, your heart will bend toward it. That bend is worship. 

This is why Jesus also said, “No man can serve two masters” (Matthew 6:24). He did not say 
no man can admire two masters. He said serve. Service is worship in work clothes. “Ye 
cannot serve God and mammon” (Matthew 6:24). Mammon is not just cash. It is the whole 
system of trusting riches and living for gain. When a man serves mammon, he is 
worshipping mammon. He is taking orders from it. His decisions revolve around it. His 
peace depends on it. His joy rises and falls with it. That is idolatry. 

The modern man wants to talk about freedom, but he is usually enslaved to what he wants 
next. He is not bowing outwardly, but he is bowing inwardly. He does not kneel at an altar, 
but he sacrifices at one. He sacrifices time, family, truth, and peace to keep the idol fed. 
That is what makes covetousness so dangerous. It hides in ordinary life while it destroys the 
soul. 

3. The Idol’s Promises, Satisfaction, Safety, Status, Pleasure 



Every idol promises something only God can truly provide. Some idols promise 
satisfaction. They tell you that if you finally get that house, that car, that job, that lifestyle, 
that vacation, that recognition, then you will be content. Jesus crushed that lie, “For a 
man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth” (Luke 
12:15). Life is not abundance. Covetousness insists it is, and that insistence is idolatry 
because it contradicts Christ. 

Other idols promise safety. They say, if you can stack enough money, insure enough risk, 
secure enough assets, then nothing can touch you. But the Bible laughs at that false 
security. “Wilt thou set thine eyes upon that which is not? for riches certainly make 
themselves wings; they fly away” (Proverbs 23:5). Riches are not stable. Covetousness 
pretends they are. Covetousness calls money a fortress, but God calls it wings. The idol 
promises safety, then vanishes. 

Other idols promise status. They tell you that if you can climb high enough, get enough 
applause, gain enough followers, then you will finally matter. But Scripture says true honor 
comes from God, and chasing honor can become a snare. Covetousness will sacrifice 
integrity for reputation, then call it networking. Covetousness will sacrifice humility for 
visibility, then call it influence. It is still worship. It is still idolatry. It is still the heart bowing 
to what men think. 

And other idols promise pleasure. They whisper that comfort is the highest good, so you 
start making decisions based on ease instead of obedience. Then you resent anything hard, 
including discipline, suffering, sacrifice, and service. Covetousness can even covet 
comfort, and it will call spiritual duty “too much.” That is idolatry because it makes comfort 
the god and obedience the inconvenience. 

4. The Sacrifices, What You Give Up to Keep the Idol 

If you want to identify an idol, watch what it costs you. Idols always require sacrifice. In the 
Old Testament, idol worship demanded animals, time, and devotion. In the modern age, 
covetous idolatry demands truth, purity, peace, and love. A man will shade truth to close 
the deal. He will exaggerate to impress. He will lie by omission to protect his image. He will 
manipulate to get his way. He will put pressure on people to feed his appetite. Then he will 
call it business. That is worship. That is idolatry in work boots. 

Covetousness also sacrifices purity. The eyes start browsing, the imagination starts 
rehearsing, and soon desire is leaning across lines God drew. That is why Scripture puts 
covetousness near other sins that corrupt the body (Colossians 3:5). Covetousness is not 
clean. It is a dirty engine. It can lead a man into adultery, theft, oppression, and deception 
because the idol is hungry and does not care who it hurts. 



Covetousness sacrifices peace. A covetous man cannot rest. He cannot enjoy. He cannot 
be grateful. He is always chasing the next thing. He is always comparing. He is always 
measuring. He is always irritated at someone else’s blessing. “Envy is the rottenness of the 
bones” (Proverbs 14:30). That is what happens when covetousness matures. It rots a man 
from the inside while he looks fine on the outside. The idol takes his peace and calls it 
normal ambition. 

And covetousness sacrifices love. People become tools or obstacles. Neighbors become 
competition. Friends become ladders. Relationships become transactions. That is why 
Paul warned about covetous men using a cloak, “Nor a cloke of covetousness” (1 
Thessalonians 2:5). Covetousness can pretend to love while it is really using. It can sound 
spiritual while it is really hungry. That is not Christ. That is idolatry. 

5. The Modern Forms, Idols That Wear Respectable Clothing 

Israel bowed to Baal. The modern world bows to brands. Israel built groves. The modern 
world builds lifestyles. Israel made graven images. The modern world makes curated 
images. The form changes, the heart does not. The devil does not care what the idol looks 
like as long as it replaces God in the heart. That is why you can have a man who would 
never touch a statue, but he checks his numbers all day and cannot function if they are not 
rising. That is worship. That is idolatry. 

This is why Jesus said the eye matters. “The light of the body is the eye” (Matthew 6:22). The 
modern man lives in a nonstop showroom, and his eyes become collectors. Then 
covetousness grows, because the heart does not randomly crave, it craves what it keeps 
staring at. The devil feeds the eyes, the eyes train the imagination, the imagination trains 
the appetite, and the appetite trains the will. Then the will starts sacrificing for the idol. That 
is not ancient. That is Tuesday. 

The church is not immune. Covetousness can infect ministry and turn it into a marketplace. 
“And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you” (2 
Peter 2:3). That is not only about money. It is about using people. It is about turning souls 
into numbers, followers into trophies, crowds into proof, applause into identity. That is 
idolatry in a pulpit robe. It is still covetousness. It is still worship gone wrong. 

6. Why God Commands Mortification, Not Negotiation 

Paul did not say manage covetousness. He said mortify it (Colossians 3:5). That is because 
idols do not negotiate. Idols demand. If you give covetousness a seat at the table, it will 
take the whole house. That is why the Bible commands a clean break. “Let your 
conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have” 



(Hebrews 13:5). Without covetousness means no room for it. No closet for it. No excuses 
for it. 

Then Hebrews gives the reason contentment is possible. “For he hath said, I will never 
leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5). That promise is the idol killer, because 
covetousness thrives on the lie of deprivation. It says you are missing something essential. 
God says I am with you. If God is with you, you are not deprived. You might be tested, but 
you are not abandoned. You might be stretched, but you are not forsaken. Covetousness 
calls God’s training cruelty. Faith calls it mercy. 

This is also why worship is the cure. You do not defeat idolatry by trying harder to be moral. 
You defeat idolatry by enthroning God again. An idol is removed when God becomes 
sufficient. When God is enough, “more” loses its spell. When God is enough, possessions 
become tools, not gods. When God is enough, you can handle blessing without 
worshipping it and handle lack without accusing Him. 

7. The True God Versus the False God of More 

The idol of more never satisfies. It always moves the goalpost. You get what you wanted and 
you immediately want again. That is why covetousness is restless. It is worship directed 
toward a god that cannot bless. The true God gives peace. The false god gives craving. The 
true God gives contentment. The false god gives comparison. The true God gives gratitude. 
The false god gives entitlement. The true God makes you free. The false god makes you a 
slave. 

Jesus warned you that you cannot serve both (Matthew 6:24). That is the line. Either God is 
God or mammon is god. Either Christ is Lord or “more” is lord. Either your heart is an altar 
to the living God or it is an altar to dead things. That is why the commandment “Thou shalt 
not covet” (Exodus 20:17) is not a small moral rule. It is a worship command. It is God 
telling you not to bend your heart toward another god. 

So if covetousness is idolatry in work boots, then repentance is tearing down the altar. It is 
calling the idol what it is. It is admitting that desire has become worship. It is refusing to 
sacrifice truth for gain. It is refusing to sacrifice purity for pleasure. It is refusing to sacrifice 
peace for status. It is refusing to sacrifice people for progress. Then you replace the idol 
with God, and you learn what Paul said, “I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith 
to be content” (Philippians 4:11). That is not natural. That is learned worship. 

Conclusion 

Colossians 3:5 destroys the modern illusion that idolatry is ancient and rare. 
“Covetousness, which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). That verse teaches you that idolatry is 



not mainly about statues, it is about the heart. Covetousness is worship gone wrong 
because it assigns ultimate value to things that promise satisfaction, safety, status, or 
pleasure, and it turns the heart into an altar where a man sacrifices truth, purity, peace, 
and love to keep the idol fed. A man can laugh at pagans and still be an idolater, because 
he can serve mammon with his life while claiming to serve God with his lips (Matthew 
6:24). 

Covetousness is idolatry in work boots because it looks practical and respectable while it 
enslaves the soul. It can hide behind ambition, responsibility, and even ministry language 
while the heart still bows to “more.” It demands sacrifices, it breeds restlessness, it 
poisons relationships, and it rots the bones with envy (Proverbs 14:30). It is not a small 
flaw. It is a false god, and false gods always take more than they give. 

So the Bible does not tell you to negotiate with it. It tells you to mortify it (Colossians 3:5). It 
tells you to let your conversation be without covetousness and to be content with such 
things as you have, because God Himself has said, “I will never leave thee, nor forsake 
thee” (Hebrews 13:5). When that promise becomes real, the idol of more loses its power, 
and possessions go back to being tools instead of gods, and the heart goes back to being 
an altar for the living God instead of a showroom for dead things. That is the only way 
idolatry dies, not by pretending it is ancient, but by exposing it as present and killing it at the 
root. 

 

 

8 of 40: The Anatomy of Covetousness - The Seed of Discontent: The First Crack in the 
Soul (Hebrews 13:5) 
Main Passage: “Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with 
such things as ye have” (Hebrews 13:5) 

Covetousness does not usually begin with a hand reaching. It begins with a heart resenting. 
It begins with an inward interpretation of life that whispers, God has not been good to me. 
That is the first crack in the soul, and if you do not deal with that crack, the whole structure 
will eventually split. That is why Hebrews 13:5 does not start by saying, do not steal. It 
starts by saying, be content. The theft comes later. The discontent comes first. The 
purchase comes later. The bitterness comes first. The outward trouble comes later. The 
inward complaint comes first. “Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be 
content with such things as ye have” (Hebrews 13:5). The Bible does not treat contentment 
as a personality trait. It treats it as a command, because discontent is not harmless. It is 
the seedbed of covetousness. 



Discontent is the moment a man stops receiving his life as a stewardship and starts 
reading it as an insult. He looks at his portion and sees deprivation instead of mercy. He 
looks at his season and sees delay instead of timing. He looks at his limitations and sees 
cruelty instead of protection. He looks at his cross and sees injustice instead of 
discipleship. Discontent does not have to make you poor to ruin you. It can flourish in 
abundance as long as the heart believes the abundance is not enough. That is why 
discontent is so deadly. It makes a man restless, irritable, and spiritually thin, even while he 
still looks successful and respectable on the outside. 

Hebrews 13:5 also tells you why contentment is possible. It does not ground contentment 
in circumstances. It grounds it in God’s presence. “For he hath said, I will never leave thee, 
nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5). Covetousness says, I am missing something essential. 
God says, I am with you. Covetousness says, I am unsafe unless I get more. God says, I will 
not forsake you. Discontent is the lie that God is not enough, and when that lie takes root, 
the heart begins looking for another god to worship, another source of security, another 
source of satisfaction. That is why discontent is the first crack. It is where worship starts 
slipping. 

1. Hebrews Starts Where Sin Starts, In the Conversation of the Heart 

Hebrews 13:5 uses a word people skip over. “Let your conversation be without 
covetousness” (Hebrews 13:5). Conversation is not only what comes out of your mouth. It 
is the whole manner of life, the whole direction of your walk, the daily pattern, the inward 
tone, the way you interpret the world. Covetousness is not only in the hands. It is in the 
conversation of the soul, the way you talk to yourself about what you have and what you do 
not have. 

The verse does not say, let your theft be without stealing. It says let your conversation be 
without covetousness. That is because covetousness lives upstream. It lives in the private 
commentary. It lives in the internal narration, the inner judge that keeps score and keeps 
complaining. That inner judge can be active while the outer man looks calm. A man can sit 
in church and smile while his heart is running a constant audit of what God has not done. 

Then God commands contentment, “and be content with such things as ye have” (Hebrews 
13:5). That means contentment is not merely a feeling. It is an obedience issue. The Lord is 
not asking you if you feel content. He is commanding you to practice contentment. That is 
why discontent is sin. It is not merely sadness. It is unbelief wearing a frown. 

2. Discontent is an Accusation Against God’s Goodness 

Discontent always implies something about God. It implies that God did not choose wisely, 
did not distribute fairly, did not time properly, did not care deeply enough, or did not love 



you as much as you think you deserve. That is why discontent is not small. It is theological 
rebellion. It is the heart standing before God with crossed arms saying, You shorted me. 
That is why discontent produces irritation, because it is an ongoing argument with the Lord. 

This is the same spirit that drove Israel in the wilderness. They had miracles, manna, 
deliverance, and a pillar of cloud, and still they murmured. Discontent makes a man forget 
what God has done and fixate on what God has not done yet. It takes blessings and turns 
them into background noise. It takes mercies and turns them into expectations. Then the 
heart becomes ungrateful, and gratitude dies, and covetousness moves in like a tenant. 

That is why the Bible warns against covetousness as a heart disease. “Take heed, and 
beware of covetousness” (Luke 12:15). Then Christ says the thing discontent refuses to 
believe, “For a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he 
possesseth” (Luke 12:15). Discontent says life is abundance, and I do not have enough 
abundance, therefore God has not been good. Jesus says life is not abundance, therefore 
your whole complaint is built on a lie. 

3. The Restless Soul, Successful Outside, Starving Inside 

Discontent produces restlessness. A discontent man cannot sit still, not because he is 
productive, but because he is driven. There is a difference between diligence and 
drivenness. Diligence works in peace. Drivenness works in panic. Drivenness is what 
happens when the heart believes it must secure itself. Then a man is always chasing, 
always comparing, always upgrading, always scrolling, always measuring, always irritated. 
He can look impressive on the outside and still be hollow on the inside. 

This is why Paul said contentment is learned. “For I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, 
therewith to be content” (Philippians 4:11). That means discontent is natural to the flesh, 
and contentment is spiritual discipline. The flesh is never satisfied. The flesh always wants 
the next thing. The flesh wants to feel secure by possession and status. Contentment is the 
Spirit teaching the heart to rest in God. A man who refuses to learn contentment will always 
be spiritually thin because his heart is always feeding on desire instead of feeding on God. 

Discontent also makes a man irritable. He is short with people, not because they are the 
problem, but because his idol is hungry. A discontent heart is constantly disappointed, and 
disappointment leaks. It leaks into the home, into friendships, into church relationships, 
into speech, into tone. That is why the Bible ties envy to inner decay. “Envy is the rottenness 
of the bones” (Proverbs 14:30). A man can look fine and still be rotting. 

4. The First Crack Becomes a Doorway, From Discontent to Coveting 



Discontent is the first crack because it is where the heart begins to lean. It begins to lean 
toward another man’s portion, another man’s ease, another man’s marriage, another man’s 
house, another man’s field, another man’s recognition. That is why the commandment is 
specific. “Neither shalt thou… covet thy neighbour’s house… nor any thing that is thy 
neighbour’s” (Deuteronomy 5:21). Coveting is discontent that has found a target. The heart 
stops saying, I am dissatisfied, and starts saying, I want what he has. 

Once discontent finds a target, it starts justifying. It starts calling itself fairness. It starts 
calling itself ambition. It starts calling itself “I worked hard.” Then methods follow. That is 
why Hebrews commands contentment before it commands anything else. It is treating the 
root, not only the fruit. If the heart is content, it will not be easily baited into coveting. If the 
heart is discontent, it will find bait everywhere. 

Scripture gives you the diagram through Achan. “When I saw… then I coveted… and took 
them” (Joshua 7:21). The taking is last. The coveting is middle. The seeing is first. 
Discontent is what makes the seeing dangerous. If a man is content, he can see and not 
covet. If a man is discontent, he sees and leans, and soon he covets, and then he takes. 
That is why the seed stage matters. 

5. Discontent Makes Prayer a Complaint and Worship a Transaction 

A discontent heart does not stop praying. It just prays wrong. It treats God like a supplier 
instead of a Father. Prayer becomes a complaint session. Worship becomes a transaction. 
The heart starts saying, Lord I did this, now You owe me that. That is the lie of deservedness 
dressed up in spiritual language. James exposes this kind of praying. “Ye ask, and receive 
not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts” (James 4:3). That is 
discontent prayer. It is lust wearing a prayer voice. 

A discontent heart also struggles to worship. It can sing the songs, but the heart is not 
bowed. It is bargaining. It is measuring. It is calculating. It is comparing. That is why 
covetousness is idolatry (Colossians 3:5), because discontent always pushes the heart 
toward another god. If God is not enough, something else must be. If God is not satisfying, 
something else must satisfy. If God is not secure, something else must secure. That is the 
logic of idolatry, and it begins with discontent. 

This is why Hebrews anchors contentment in God’s presence, not in God’s gifts. “For he 
hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5). The cure is not more 
stuff. The cure is God Himself. The moment the heart believes God is with it, the complaint 
loses its foundation. The moment the heart believes God is faithful, the pressure to grab 
loosens. The moment the heart believes God is wise, the comparison game collapses. 

6. Contentment is Warfare, Not Temperament 



Some people talk about contentment like it is a personality trait, like some folks are 
naturally chill and others are naturally intense. The Bible talks about contentment like it is 
warfare. Hebrews commands it. Paul learned it. That means contentment is fought for. It is 
practiced. It is guarded. It is enforced. You do not drift into contentment. You drift into 
discontent. You drift into complaining. You drift into coveting. Contentment is something 
you choose and then defend. 

This is why the Bible says to mortify covetousness (Colossians 3:5). You do not negotiate 
with it. You do not manage it. You do not rename it. You kill it. And you kill it at the 
discontent stage, not after the scandal. If you wait until the hands are reaching, you waited 
too long. The battle is won or lost when the heart starts saying, God has not been good to 
me. That sentence is the first crack. 

Then you replace it with truth. You replace it with remembrance of mercy. You replace it 
with gratitude. You replace it with the promise of God’s presence. Contentment is the heart 
standing in the promise and refusing to accuse God. It is not pretending life is easy. It is 
refusing to interpret difficulty as abandonment. It is refusing to interpret delay as cruelty. It 
is refusing to interpret limitations as hatred. It is faith under pressure. 

7. God’s Presence, The Idol Killer and the Rest Giver 

Hebrews 13:5 gives the strongest contentment foundation possible. It does not say be 
content because you have enough money. It does not say be content because life is stable. 
It does not say be content because tomorrow is guaranteed. It says be content because 
God is with you. “For he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5). 
That is not a small promise. That is the bedrock. If God will not leave you, then you are not 
alone. If God will not forsake you, then you are not cursed. If God is present, then your 
portion is not a mistake. 

This is why contentment is possible in any season. Paul said he learned to be content in 
whatever state (Philippians 4:11). That means contentment is not tied to state. It is tied to 
God. When God is enough, you can handle plenty without worshipping it, and you can 
handle lack without collapsing. When God is enough, you can rejoice when others are 
blessed and not feel threatened. When God is enough, you can work hard without being 
driven by panic. When God is enough, your soul thickens, and you are no longer spiritually 
thin. 

Discontent says, if I get more, then I will be at rest. The Bible says, rest is not found in more, 
it is found in God. The world says, upgrade your life and then you will have peace. The Lord 
says, trust Me and you will have peace. Covetousness begins when the heart stops trusting 



God’s presence and starts chasing peace through possession. Hebrews 13:5 shuts that 
down. It orders the heart to contentment and anchors it in the promise that cannot fail. 

Conclusion 

Discontent is the seed of covetousness because it is the first crack in the soul, the earliest 
symptom before any outward action. Hebrews 13:5 does not start with theft because theft 
is fruit. It starts with contentment because discontent is root. “Let your conversation be 
without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have” (Hebrews 13:5). 
Covetousness begins when a man starts interpreting his life as evidence that God has not 
been good to him. That interpretation makes him restless, irritable, and spiritually thin, 
even if he still looks successful and respectable. The outside can be polished while the 
inside is cracking. 

Discontent is not harmless because it is an accusation against God’s goodness and 
wisdom. It forgets mercy, magnifies delay, and turns blessings into burdens. It trains the 
heart to compare and complain until it finally finds a target to covet. Then the eyes start 
collecting, the imagination starts rehearsing, and the will starts leaning toward what is not 
its portion. The taking comes later. The discontent comes first. That is why Jesus warned, 
“Take heed, and beware of covetousness” (Luke 12:15), because a man’s life is not 
abundance, and the whole discontent narrative is built on a lie. 

So the cure is not more stuff. The cure is God Himself. Hebrews anchors contentment in 
the promise, “For he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5). 
When that promise becomes real, the seed of discontent dries up because the lie of 
deprivation is exposed. God is with you, therefore you are not abandoned. God is with you, 
therefore you are not shorted. God is with you, therefore your portion is not a mistake. 
Contentment is warfare, and it is obedience, and it is learned, and it makes the soul thick 
again. When the first crack is sealed by faith in God’s presence, covetousness has no place 
to start, and the heart returns to worship where it belongs. 

 

 

9 of 40: The Anatomy of Covetousness - The Eye That Collects: How Want Enters and 
Parks (Mark 7:22) 
Main Passage: “Covetousness… all these evil things come from within, and defile the 
man” (Mark 7:22-23) 

The Lord Jesus Christ did not diagnose sin the way modern people do. Men love to blame 
environment, upbringing, pressure, trauma, or lack of opportunity, because that lets the 



heart walk free while the mouth stays religious. Christ went straight past the surface and 
put His finger on the source, and He said the source is not outside. The source is inside. 
“For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts… covetousness” (Mark 
7:21-22). That sentence destroys the favorite excuse of the flesh, because it proves the 
trouble is not mainly what you were around, but what you wanted. It is not mainly what 
came at you, but what came out of you. 

That is why this essay matters. Covetousness is one of those sins that can live quiet and 
respectable while it is eating a man alive. It does not have to show up as theft, because 
theft is the fruit. Covetousness is the root. It is the inward appetite that gathers, catalogs, 
stores, and replays until the heart feels like it is starving. Jesus did not list covetousness as 
a minor flaw. He listed it among the defiling evils that come from within, and He said they 
defile the man (Mark 7:23). Defile means you can be dressed clean and still be dirty in 
God’s sight. It is possible to have clean hands and a contaminated heart. 

Here is where the “eye that collects” becomes deadly. The eye does not merely see. The 
eye feeds. “The light of the body is the eye” (Matthew 6:22). That means what comes 
through the eye becomes fuel for the inner man. The eye is a doorway, and covetousness is 
a squatter that likes to move in, unpack, and park. It gathers information, it stocks the 
pantry of temptation, it files images in the mind, and it replays scenarios until the soul 
begins to believe it cannot live without what it is staring at. Guarding the eyes is not fear. It 
is refusing to stock the pantry of temptation. 

1. Christ’s Diagnosis: Covetousness Comes From Within 

When Jesus said, “For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed… covetousness” (Mark 
7:21-22), He was not giving a suggestion. He was giving a verdict. He was telling you that 
the pipeline of sin starts in the heart. That is why you can change the scenery and keep the 
same sin. You can move to a new city and still be covetous. You can get a new job and still 
be covetous. You can join a new church and still be covetous. The heart packed the sin and 
brought it with you. 

This also means covetousness is not merely a money problem. It is a heart problem. It can 
attach to possessions, but it can also attach to status, comfort, attention, recognition, 
ministry platforms, influence, bodies, relationships, and anything else the heart decides 
will finally satisfy it. Jesus put covetousness in a list with “evil thoughts,” “deceit,” 
“lasciviousness,” and “pride” (Mark 7:21-22), because covetousness is not innocent 
wanting. It is an inner corruption that breeds other corruptions. Once the heart starts 
wanting what God has not given, it will start justifying what God has forbidden. 



Then Jesus concluded, “All these evil things come from within, and defile the man” (Mark 
7:23). That statement should scare any religious man who thinks he is safe because he 
looks decent. Covetousness can defile you while you still look respectable. It can defile 
your motives, defile your speech, defile your relationships, and defile your worship, all 
while you keep your reputation. That is why the Lord does not only police your actions. He 
judges your desires. 

2. The Eye as a Mouth: What You Look At Feeds You 

The Bible treats the eye like a feeder, not like a camera. “The light of the body is the eye” 
(Matthew 6:22). Light enters through the eye and affects the whole man. Then Jesus 
warned, “But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness” (Matthew 6:23). 
An evil eye is not merely a glance. An evil eye is an appetite. It is an eye that keeps taking in 
what the heart should not be craving. It is an eye that feeds the inner darkness. 

That is why covetousness loves the eye. Covetousness is a collector. It collects images, 
lifestyles, luxuries, bodies, vacations, houses, wardrobes, ministries, and applause. It is 
not satisfied with knowing something exists. It wants to stare at it, linger on it, replay it, and 
stock it. The more it stocks, the more it craves, because what you feed grows. “For all that 
is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life” (1 John 
2:16). The lust of the eyes is not a poetic phrase. It is a spiritual mechanism. 

If you want a plain picture of this, look at Achan. He described the pipeline in one 
confession. “When I saw… then I coveted… and took them” (Joshua 7:21). The taking was 
last. The coveting was middle. The seeing was first. The eye did not merely see. The eye fed. 
And what it fed grew until it became action. That is why the safest man is not the man who 
never sees anything, because nobody lives in a vacuum. The safest man is the man who 
refuses to let seeing become feeding. 

3. How Want Enters and Parks: The Catalog and the Replay 

Covetousness is not usually a lightning bolt. It is usually a slow stocking of the mind. It 
gathers information, catalogs images, and replays scenarios until the heart begins to feel 
deprived. The heart starts browsing life like a catalog and circling what it wants. Then it 
starts rehearsing, If I had that, I would be happy. If I had that, I would be secure. If I had 
that, I would matter. That is covetousness parking itself inside the imagination. 

James explains the inner mechanics in plain language. “Every man is tempted, when he is 
drawn away of his own lust, and enticed” (James 1:14). Drawn away means pulled. 
Covetousness is a pull. It does not only present an option. It tugs the heart. Then James 
says, “Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin” (James 1:15). Covetousness is 



that conception stage, where desire becomes a settled inward appetite and starts creating 
a plan. 

This is why the Lord Jesus tied the issue to the heart and not the environment. The eye can 
show you a thing once, but covetousness is what makes you park there. Covetousness is 
what makes you go back. Covetousness is what makes you replay. Covetousness is what 
makes you measure your life against that image until your own blessings start tasting like 
dust. By the time the hands move, the heart has been living with the idol for a while. 

4. The Pantry of Temptation: Stocked by the Eyes, Cooked by the Heart 

The reason covetousness is so hard to fight later is because it is usually fed early. The eye 
stocks the pantry, and the heart cooks the meal. If you keep stocking the pantry with 
temptation, do not act shocked when the soul starts eating it. That is why Scripture 
commands guarding, not just resisting. “Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are 
the issues of life” (Proverbs 4:23). Keeping the heart includes managing what you let in, 
because what you let in will eventually come out. 

This is also why Job’s statement matters. “I made a covenant with mine eyes; why then 
should I think upon a maid” (Job 31:1). Job understood that the battle is not only in the 
hands. It is in the eyes and the thoughts. He tied looking to thinking, because looking 
stocks the mind and thinking replays the stock. A man who will not govern his eyes will not 
govern his mind for long. The pantry will be full, and the imagination will start cooking. 

David is a warning written in blood and shame. “And it came to pass… that David arose… 
and from the roof he saw a woman washing herself” (2 Samuel 11:2). The story did not end 
with seeing. Seeing became feeding, feeding became wanting, wanting became taking, and 
taking became murder. That is not because David started as a murderer. It is because a 
king let his eyes stock the pantry of temptation and then let his heart cook what his eyes 
brought in. Covetousness is not a small crack. It is the crack that leads to collapse. 

5. The Modern Showroom: Why Covetousness Grows Fast Today 

Covetousness has always existed, but modern life has turned the world into a constant 
showroom. The average person now lives surrounded by curated images of other people’s 
portions, other people’s highlights, other people’s luxuries, and other people’s applause. 
That environment does not create covetousness, because Jesus said covetousness comes 
from within (Mark 7:22), but it does feed it. It gives it constant groceries. It gives it constant 
inventory. It gives it constant bait. 

This is why many people feel restless without understanding why. They are not starving for 
food. They are starving for contentment. They are feeding their eyes all day on other 



people’s lives, then wondering why their own life feels small. Covetousness thrives on 
comparison, and comparison thrives on constant exposure. The heart begins to believe it is 
behind, shorted, forgotten, and deprived, even while surrounded by blessings. Then 
discontent sets in, and discontent is the seed of covetousness. “Be content with such 
things as ye have” (Hebrews 13:5) is not a polite suggestion. It is warfare against a culture 
that profits off keeping you hungry. 

Jesus warned, “Take heed, and beware of covetousness” (Luke 12:15), because the danger 
is not only the thing you want, it is the lie you believe about life. “For a man’s life consisteth 
not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth” (Luke 12:15). Modern life 
preaches the opposite every hour. It tells you life is abundance, life is upgrades, life is more, 
life is what you can display. Christ says that is a lie, and if you keep feeding your eyes on the 
lie, your heart will eventually crave the lie like it is bread. 

6. Guarding the Eyes is Warfare, Not Fear 

Some people hear “guard your eyes” and immediately start mocking, because the flesh 
hates boundaries. It calls boundaries legalism because that makes disobedience feel 
brave. But guarding the eyes is not fear, it is wisdom. It is refusing to stock the pantry of 
temptation. It is choosing what kind of man you will be when nobody is watching. Job did 
not say he was terrified of women. He said he made a covenant with his eyes because he 
understood how the mind works (Job 31:1). 

David also wrote, “I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes” (Psalms 101:3). That is not a 
childish rule. That is an adult decision. Wicked things do not become harmless because 
you call them entertainment. Wicked things do not become safe because you watch them 
with snacks. The eye feeds, and what it feeds grows. If you keep setting wicked things 
before your eyes, you are feeding the inner man with poison and then praying for health. 

And the Lord is not impressed with outward cleanliness if the inward pantry is full of filth. 
Jesus said the defiling things come from within (Mark 7:23). That means you can avoid 
outward scandal and still be defiled because your inner life is being fed wrong. Guarding 
the eyes is refusing to cooperate with the pipeline of sin. It is not about being scared. It is 
about being honest. If you put gasoline in the pantry, do not be surprised when the house 
burns. 

7. Replacing the Stock: Feeding the Eye With What Strengthens the Soul 

You cannot fight covetousness only by saying no. You fight it by replacing what you feed on. 
The mind is not designed to be empty. If you stop feeding it poison, you must feed it 
something else. Paul gave the replacement list. “Whatsoever things are true… honest… 
just… pure… lovely… of good report… think on these things” (Philippians 4:8). That is not a 



greeting card verse. That is a survival verse. What you think on is what you become, and 
what you think on is heavily shaped by what you look at. 

This is also where the spiritual discipline of casting down thoughts matters. “Casting down 
imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and 
bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:5). 
Covetousness is an imagination sin. It imagines a life, imagines a feeling, imagines a 
satisfaction, and then demands it. If you do not cast down those imaginations, they will 
build a throne in your mind. They will exalt themselves against the knowledge of God, 
because God says He is enough, and covetousness says He is not. 

Then you learn contentment as a weapon, not a mood. “Let your conversation be without 
covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have” (Hebrews 13:5). Contentment 
closes the door that covetousness uses to park. If the heart is content, the images lose 
power. If the heart is grateful, the bait loses shine. If the heart is resting in God, the pantry of 
temptation starts looking like junk food. That is why the verse anchors contentment in 
God’s presence, “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5). When God is 
enough, the showroom loses its spell. 

Conclusion 

Mark 7:22 teaches you the truth modern people hate, covetousness is not mainly caused 
by what is outside you, it comes from within you. Jesus said, “For from within, out of the 
heart of men, proceed… covetousness” (Mark 7:21-22), and then He said those things 
defile a man (Mark 7:23). That means covetousness is not a minor habit, it is an inward 
defilement that can ruin a life while the outside still looks respectable. It gathers, catalogs, 
stores, and replays until the heart feels like it is starving, and then it starts leaning toward 
what it should not want. 

The eye is part of the pipeline because the eye does not merely see, it feeds. “The light of 
the body is the eye” (Matthew 6:22). What you feed grows. That is why Achan’s confession 
is so blunt, “When I saw… then I coveted… and took them” (Joshua 7:21). Seeing becomes 
feeding, feeding becomes craving, craving becomes action. Guarding the eyes is not fear, it 
is refusing to stock the pantry of temptation. A covenant with the eyes (Job 31:1) and a 
refusal to set wicked things before them (Psalms 101:3) is not legalism, it is spiritual 
warfare. 

So the way out is not pretending you can flirt with temptation and stay clean. The way out is 
to cut off the supply line and replace what you feed on. You bring thoughts into captivity (2 
Corinthians 10:5), you set the mind on what is pure and true (Philippians 4:8), and you learn 
contentment as a command and a weapon, “Be content with such things as ye have” 



(Hebrews 13:5). Covetousness parks where discontent lives, but when the heart rests in 
the promise “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5), the soul stops 
starving, the eye stops collecting, and want stops moving in like it owns the place. 

 

 

10 of 40: The Anatomy of Covetousness - The Imagination Factory: When the Heart 
Writes Scripts 
Main Passage: “Casting down imaginations… and bringing into captivity every thought 
to the obedience of Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:5) 

Covetousness does not only happen in the hand, and it does not even only happen in the 
eye. It happens in the imagination, and that is the realm most people never fight it, because 
it feels private, harmless, and unprovable. A man will confess a deed quicker than he will 
confess a daydream, because a deed has consequences and witnesses, but a daydream 
can hide behind the excuse of “it’s just in my head.” That is exactly why the devil loves that 
realm. He can build a whole idol factory in the mind and never get caught. Meanwhile, the 
soul is being trained, not by Scripture, but by scripts the heart keeps writing. The Lord knew 
that, and that is why the Bible does not only address actions. It addresses imaginations, 
“Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge 
of God” (2 Corinthians 10:5). 

The imagination is not automatically evil. God gave a man the capacity to picture, plan, and 
create. But the imagination is a weapon, and whichever kingdom controls it will control the 
man. Covetousness hijacks imagination and turns it into a factory that runs mental movies, 
where you own the thing, live the life, receive the praise, or take the person. It rehearses 
until the heart starts believing a lie, that the fantasy is more real than God’s present 
provision. That is spiritual seduction. The fantasy becomes an altar, and the mind keeps 
returning to it for comfort, excitement, and escape, while real obedience feels dull. Then 
the heart becomes discontent, and discontent becomes coveting, and coveting becomes 
action. By the time the hands move, the imagination has been doing the dirty work for 
months. 

That is why this essay matters. “Harmless” imagination is one of the most dangerous lies in 
the Christian life. The Bible treats thoughts as moral territory, and it commands you to bring 
them under Christ. “Bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ” (2 
Corinthians 10:5). Captivity means you do not let thoughts roam free like wild animals. You 
arrest them. You interrogate them. You judge them by Scripture. If they exalt themselves 



against the knowledge of God, you cast them down. Covetousness is imagination that has 
stopped being a tool and started being a temple. It is daydream worship in quiet clothing. 

1. The Inner Screen, Where the Heart Plays God 

Most people never think of imagination as worship, but it often is. The mind has an inner 
screen, and the heart can use that screen to play God, rewriting reality, editing God’s 
providence, and assigning itself a new portion. That is why covetousness is not only 
wanting. It is resisting God’s distribution. It is the soul saying, I do not accept my portion, so 
I will make another one in my mind. Then it visits that portion repeatedly, and each visit 
strengthens the desire. 

This is where covetousness becomes idolatry. “Covetousness, which is idolatry” 
(Colossians 3:5). Idolatry is not only bowing to statues. It is bowing internally to an object 
that promises satisfaction, safety, status, or pleasure. When imagination keeps producing 
the same fantasy, the heart is not merely thinking, it is worshipping. It is turning a thing into 
a god and using the inner screen as an altar. 

Then the real world starts suffering because the heart is now comparing God’s gifts to its 
own fantasies. Fantasies are always edited. They do not include stress, responsibility, 
consequences, aging, loss, or discipline. They are a lie with good lighting. The heart begins 
to prefer the lie because the lie is easier than obedience. That is why imagination can 
become spiritual seduction. It is not merely escape. It is rebellion in soft packaging. 

2. How the Script is Written, From Seeing to Rehearsing 

The imagination factory does not usually start from nothing. It starts from seeing. Achan 
gave you the pipeline in one sentence, “When I saw… then I coveted… and took them” 
(Joshua 7:21). The seeing provided the raw material. The coveting provided the appetite. 
The taking was the final act. But between seeing and taking is the rehearsal stage. That 
stage is where the imagination keeps playing the movie until the heart feels justified. 

James describes it as conception. “Every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his 
own lust, and enticed” (James 1:14). Drawn away means the mind is pulled. Enticed means 
the mind is baited. Then, “Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin” (James 
1:15). Conception is internal. It is unseen. It is imagination and desire coming together and 
producing something that will later be born as action. Covetousness lives there. It is a 
womb sin before it becomes a world sin. 

This is why guarding the eyes matters, but guarding the imagination matters more. A man 
can look away and still replay what he saw for weeks. The eye can be shut and the mind can 
still be open. That is why the devil loves imagination. He can leave the temptation behind 



and still keep it alive in your head. He does not need to keep showing you the bait if you 
keep replaying it for free. 

3. Harmless Daydream, Dangerous Training 

People call daydreaming harmless because it does not look like rebellion. But daydreaming 
can train the heart. What you rehearse becomes familiar, and what becomes familiar 
becomes acceptable. A man who keeps fantasizing about a certain life will eventually begin 
to resent the life God gave him. Discontent grows quietly in the imagination. Then Hebrews 
13:5 becomes the first battlefield. “Be content with such things as ye have” (Hebrews 13:5). 
If the imagination keeps feeding discontent, contentment becomes impossible. 

This is why Jesus said defilement comes from within. “For from within, out of the heart of 
men, proceed… covetousness” (Mark 7:21-22). That means covetousness is a heart 
operation. It can grow while your outward life looks clean. It can grow while you are serving, 
singing, and smiling. But the imagination is running a different service. It is worshipping a 
different god. It is feeding a different appetite. Then you become spiritually thin, because 
you are living in two worlds, the world God gave and the world you keep editing. 

Daydreaming also becomes a false refuge. The mind runs there when life is hard, when 
stress hits, when you feel unappreciated, when you feel tired. Instead of running to God, 
you run to fantasy. That turns imagination into a substitute savior. It becomes a comfort 
idol. And idols always demand more. The fantasies have to get stronger and more frequent 
to give the same thrill. That is addiction language, and it is spiritual bondage. 

4. The Lie of Edited Reality, Fantasy as a Rival Truth 

Covetousness always tells a lie about reality. Jesus crushed it with one sentence, “A man’s 
life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth” (Luke 12:15). 
Covetous imagination says the opposite. It says life would finally be life if you owned that, 
lived there, had that marriage, had that admiration, had that comfort. It paints abundance 
as salvation. It paints possession as peace. It paints applause as identity. That is why it is 
idolatry. It assigns divine power to created things. 

Fantasy is a rival truth because it creates a story that competes with God’s story. God’s 
story says He is present and faithful. “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 
13:5). Fantasy says you are missing something essential. God’s story says contentment is 
obedience. Fantasy says contentment is settling. God’s story says His timing is wise. 
Fantasy says your timing is better. Fantasy exalts itself against the knowledge of God, 
which is exactly what 2 Corinthians 10:5 warns about. 



That is why imagination must be judged. Not every thought is yours, and not every thought 
is safe. Some thoughts are bait. Some are accusations. Some are idols in embryo. If a 
thought makes you less grateful, less pure, less trusting, less obedient, it is not harmless. It 
is training you. It is forming you. It is moving you. The imagination is not a neutral 
playground. It is a battleground. 

5. The Practical Fruit, How Scripts Become Actions 

A man acts out what he has rehearsed. That is why covetousness is so dangerous. It is 
rehearsal for sin. The mind keeps playing the movie, and the body eventually follows the 
script. That is why the Bible speaks of sin as something that proceeds. It proceeds outward 
from inward. “Out of the heart… proceed… covetousness” (Mark 7:21-22). Proceed means 
it comes out. It travels. It moves from thought to deed. 

This is also why Jesus warned about serving mammon. “Ye cannot serve God and 
mammon” (Matthew 6:24). Service is not only outward action. Service is inward loyalty. If 
your imagination keeps serving mammon, the rest of your life will begin to bend in that 
direction. Decisions will get shaped by the fantasy. Relationships will get used to feed the 
idol. Integrity will start getting negotiated. Peace will start getting sold. And it will all feel 
“reasonable” because you have rehearsed it so long that it feels like destiny. 

That is why Scripture commands mortification. “Mortify therefore your members… and 
covetousness, which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). Mortify means kill it before it becomes a 
deed. You do not wait until the fruit shows up. You kill it in the root. And the root is often in 
the imagination factory where the heart writes scripts. 

6. Bringing Thoughts into Captivity, The Christian Mind at War 

2 Corinthians 10:5 is not decorative. It is tactical. “Casting down imaginations… and 
bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:5). 
Casting down means you do not entertain the fantasy. You do not negotiate with it. You do 
not let it linger. You throw it down. Bringing into captivity means you arrest it and march it to 
Christ for judgment. Does this thought obey Christ. Does this thought honor Christ. Does 
this thought produce contentment or discontent. Does this thought stir gratitude or envy. 
Does this thought make you more pure or more hungry for the wrong thing. 

This is where Scripture gives you a replacement. “Whatsoever things are true… honest… 
just… pure… lovely… of good report… think on these things” (Philippians 4:8). That is how 
you starve the imagination factory. You stop feeding it garbage and you start feeding it truth. 
The mind cannot be empty. If you only say no, you will eventually say yes when you are 
tired. But if you replace the stock, the appetite changes. The fantasies lose their pull when 
the heart is full of better food. 



Job understood this warfare. “I made a covenant with mine eyes” (Job 31:1). That was not 
fear. That was strategy. The covenant was a boundary to keep raw material from entering 
the factory in the first place. But even if the raw material enters, the imagination still has to 
be governed. That is why Scripture also says to keep the heart diligently (Proverbs 4:23). 
Diligence means constant watch. Covetousness does not sleep. It waits. 

7. The Cure, Contentment Anchored in God’s Presence 

Covetous imagination loses power when contentment becomes real. Hebrews gives the 
command and the foundation together. “Be content with such things as ye have” (Hebrews 
13:5), and then, “For he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5). 
That promise is the idol killer. Covetousness says you are lacking something essential. God 
says I am with you. If God is with you, you are not deprived. You may be tested, but you are 
not abandoned. 

Contentment does not mean you never plan, never improve, never work, never build. It 
means you do not worship what you build. It means you do not let the imagination turn 
blessing into an idol. It means you can desire lawful things without demanding them and 
pursue growth without resentful comparison. Paul said, “I have learned… to be content” 
(Philippians 4:11). Learned means practiced. That practice includes casting down fantasies 
that make you ungrateful and replacing them with truth that makes you worship. 

So the imagination factory must be converted from making idols to making prayers. Instead 
of rehearsing how you would possess a thing, you rehearse God’s promises. Instead of 
replaying how you would be praised, you rehearse humility. Instead of fantasizing a life 
without a cross, you rehearse faithfulness under the cross. That is how the heart stops 
writing sinful scripts and starts submitting to God’s script. The mind stops being a theater 
for temptation and becomes a workshop for obedience. 

Conclusion 

Covetousness becomes most dangerous when it moves into the realm most people never 
fight, the daydream. It is not only looking, it is rehearsing, running mental movies where you 
own the thing, live the life, receive the praise, or take the person. That is why the Bible 
commands, “Casting down imaginations… and bringing into captivity every thought to the 
obedience of Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:5). The imagination can become a factory that 
produces idols, because covetousness is not merely desire, it is worship gone wrong, 
“Covetousness, which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). When the heart keeps writing scripts, it 
starts believing the lie that the fantasy is more real than God’s present provision. 

The pipeline is always the same. Seeing provides raw material, coveting provides appetite, 
imagination provides rehearsal, and action becomes the final scene. “When I saw… then I 



coveted… and took them” (Joshua 7:21). That is why “harmless” imagination is spiritual 
seduction. It trains the heart to resent God’s portion, it feeds discontent, and it makes 
obedience feel dull compared to edited fantasy. Christ warned that covetousness 
proceeds from within and defiles the man (Mark 7:21-23), meaning you can look 
respectable outwardly while your inner life is being trained to worship another god. 

So the cure is not pretending the mind can roam free without consequence. The cure is 
warfare and replacement. You cast down imaginations that exalt themselves against God’s 
truth, and you replace them with thoughts that are true, pure, and just (Philippians 4:8). You 
learn contentment as a command and a discipline, “Be content with such things as ye 
have” (Hebrews 13:5), anchored in the promise that collapses the lie of deprivation, “I will 
never leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5). When God is enough, the inner theater 
loses its spell, the scripts lose their power, and the imagination becomes a servant of 
Christ instead of a shrine for covetousness. 

 

 

11 of 40: The Anatomy of Covetousness - Entitlement: When Want Pretends to be 
Justice 
Main Passage: “Neither shalt thou… covet… nor any thing that is thy neighbour’s” 
(Deuteronomy 5:21) 

There is a place in a man that most people never name, and it is the inner courtroom. It is 
where the heart sits as judge, jury, and attorney, and it is where covetousness learns to put 
on a robe and talk like it is righteous. The heart does not want to say, I want, because 
wanting sounds selfish. So it upgrades the language. It starts saying, I deserve. It starts 
saying, I’m owed. It starts saying, it’s only fair. That is entitlement, and entitlement is 
covetousness with a legal pad in its hand. It is want pretending to be justice. It is the heart 
borrowing moral language so sin can feel clean while it is getting ready to reach. 

This is one of the devil’s best narcotics because it numbs the conscience. A man who 
knows he is greedy will still have a trembling hand. A man who believes he is entitled will 
reach without trembling. Entitlement is the spiritual anesthetic that makes theft feel like 
compensation, makes adultery feel like “I finally found love,” makes manipulation feel like 
“I’m just setting boundaries,” makes bitterness feel like discernment, and makes rebellion 
feel like self respect. That is why the Bible does not merely say do not steal. It says do not 
covet, because coveting is the inner verdict that trains the hand. “Neither shalt thou… 
covet… nor any thing that is thy neighbour’s” (Deuteronomy 5:21). The commandment is 
aimed at the courtroom, not just the crime scene. 



Entitlement thrives on the language of fairness, hard work, being overlooked, being 
underpaid, being unappreciated. Those words can be true in a fallen world, but 
covetousness loves to hijack them and use them as a license. It whispers, you earned it, 
you got cheated, you’re the victim, you’re the hero, therefore you are justified. And once the 
heart believes it deserves what it wants, it starts treating God’s providence like an 
opponent to be defeated instead of a Father to be trusted. That is where worship gets 
corrupted, because entitlement is not just a social attitude, it is a spiritual posture. It is the 
heart prosecuting God for not distributing life the way you would have distributed it. 

1. The Inner Courtroom: When Desire Starts Arguing 

Entitlement begins when desire stops being honest. At first the heart says, I want that. Then 
the conscience speaks, and the heart does not like the discomfort, so it starts building a 
case. It starts presenting evidence. It starts rehearsing grievances. It starts collecting 
stories of being slighted. Then it reaches the verdict, I deserve it. That verdict is the moment 
covetousness becomes bold, because once a man believes he deserves, anything that 
stands in the way becomes an injustice. 

This is why covetousness is so dangerous. It does not only crave. It prosecutes. It 
prosecutes your boss, your spouse, your church, your friends, your parents, your 
upbringing, your economy, and eventually God Himself. It turns life into a courtroom where 
everyone else is on trial and you are always the righteous victim. That is a recipe for 
spiritual ruin because it makes repentance impossible. A man who is always the victim 
never confesses. He only explains. 

And that is why Scripture treats coveting as heart sin. Paul said the commandment 
exposed lust, “I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet” 
(Romans 7:7). Coveting is not merely appetite. It is desire in a courtroom, desire that has 
taken the witness stand and sworn an oath that it is justified. 

2. Moral Language as a Mask: Fairness, Work, and Being Overlooked 

Covetousness loves moral language because moral language makes sin feel noble. If a 
man steals and calls it theft, his conscience still screams. If he steals and calls it fairness, 
his conscience goes quiet. If a man lusts and calls it lust, he still feels filthy. If he lusts and 
calls it love, he feels romantic. That is the narcotic. Entitlement is covetousness borrowing 
moral words to quiet the conscience. 

Fairness is a real concept, but the flesh uses it like a weapon. It says, I worked harder than 
them, so I should have what they have. It says, I have been faithful longer than them, so I 
should be honored more than them. It says, I have suffered more than them, so I should be 
exempt from this trial. Entitlement is the heart measuring life and demanding payment. But 



the Bible’s view is different. It teaches that everything good is mercy. “It is of the LORD’S 
mercies that we are not consumed” (Lamentations 3:22). A man who understands mercy 
cannot be entitled, because he knows he is not owed blessing, he is spared judgment. 

This is where entitlement becomes a spiritual cancer. It makes a man interpret blessings as 
rights. Then when rights are threatened, he becomes angry. When rights are delayed, he 
becomes bitter. When rights are denied, he becomes rebellious. Meanwhile, the Lord is 
calling him to gratitude and trust, and the entitled heart is calling God unfair. 

3. Entitlement as a Spiritual Narcotic: Numbing the Conscience 

Entitlement is a drug, and like all drugs it works by numbing. It numbs the conscience so 
the hand can reach without trembling. When the heart is honest, it says, I want what is not 
mine, and that honesty produces fear. That fear can be healthy. It can stop the sin. But 
entitlement takes away that fear by changing the narrative. It says, it is mine, I’m just taking 
what I’m owed. That is how a man can sin boldly while still feeling righteous. 

This is why Scripture warns about covetousness as a defiling inward thing. Jesus said 
“covetousness” is among the evils that proceed from within and defile the man (Mark 7:22-
23). Defilement is exactly what entitlement does. It stains the heart while the mouth keeps 
using clean words. A man can commit dirty sins with clean language. Entitlement makes 
that possible. 

The devil loves entitled Christians because they are easy to manipulate. If he can convince 
you that you are owed something, he can lead you anywhere. He can bait you with 
opportunity, applause, money, pleasure, recognition, or revenge, and you will chase it as if 
it is justice. That is why entitlement is not a minor attitude. It is a doorway into full scale 
covetous living. 

4. Entitlement Turns God Into the Defendant 

The deepest danger of entitlement is that it eventually drags God into the courtroom. The 
heart begins to say, God has not been good to me. God has not been fair. God has not given 
me what I deserve. That is discontent maturing into accusation. Hebrews commands the 
opposite spirit, “Be content with such things as ye have” (Hebrews 13:5). Contentment is 
not denial. It is trust. It is the heart refusing to prosecute God. 

Hebrews also shows you the foundation of contentment. “For he hath said, I will never 
leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5). Entitlement says God is withholding. Faith 
says God is present. Entitlement says God is unjust. Faith says God is wise. Entitlement 
says God owes me. Faith says God has already been merciful. Once you lose that, you 
begin to view God as an obstacle to your happiness instead of the source of your peace. 



This is why entitlement is the opposite of worship. Worship bows and says, Thou art worthy 
(Revelation 4:11). Entitlement stands and says, I am worthy. Worship yields. Entitlement 
demands. Worship thanks. Entitlement complains. Worship obeys. Entitlement negotiates. 
And covetousness grows best in a heart that has stopped worshipping and started 
demanding. 

5. Entitlement Produces Comparison, and Comparison Produces Poison 

Entitlement is fueled by comparison. It constantly watches what others have and 
measures it against what it thinks it should have. That is why comparison is the devil’s 
measuring stick. The entitled heart looks at another man’s portion and does not say, God 
blessed him. It says, God cheated me. Then envy rises. “Envy is the rottenness of the 
bones” (Proverbs 14:30). That rottenness can exist while the outside still smiles. 

Once envy sets in, relationships change. People stop being neighbors and become rivals. 
Friends become competition. Brothers become threats. Church members become 
enemies. The entitled heart cannot rejoice with others because every blessing given to 
someone else feels like evidence of being overlooked. That is spiritual poison. It destroys 
unity. It destroys love. It destroys humility. 

This is why Scripture says love “envieth not” (1 Corinthians 13:4). Envy is entitlement’s fruit. 
It is covetousness that has started boiling. It is the inner courtroom reaching a verdict that 
someone else’s blessing is a crime against you. Once you believe that, you will not treat 
them with charity. You will treat them like a suspect. 

6. The Bible’s Cure: Stewardship, Mercy, and Mortification 

The cure for entitlement is not pretending injustice does not exist. The cure is a biblical 
view of life as stewardship. Everything you have is entrusted. “Moreover it is required in 
stewards, that a man be found faithful” (1 Corinthians 4:2). A steward does not demand 
more as a right. A steward handles what he has as a trust. When you see life as 
stewardship, entitlement loses its vocabulary. 

The cure is also mercy. A man who knows what he deserves cannot be entitled. What you 
deserve is judgment. What you receive is mercy. That is why salvation itself kills 
entitlement. Eternal life is not wages. It is gift. “The gift of God is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord” (Romans 6:23). If your soul is living in grace, you cannot demand like a 
creditor. You can ask like a child, but you cannot prosecute like a judge. 

Then the cure becomes practical. Mortify the sin. “Mortify therefore your members… and 
covetousness, which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). Mortify means kill it. That includes killing 
the courtroom speeches. Killing the rehearsals. Killing the grievance files. Killing the “I 



deserve” scripts. If you let those scripts run, they will numb your conscience and eventually 
move your hands. 

7. Replacing Entitlement With Contentment and Gratitude 

Entitlement thrives where gratitude dies. That is why gratitude is warfare. Contentment is 
warfare. Hebrews commands it, “Be content with such things as ye have” (Hebrews 13:5). 
That does not mean stop working or stop improving. It means stop demanding and stop 
accusing. It means you can pursue growth without worshipping it, and you can seek 
provision without turning God into the defendant. 

Paul said contentment is learned, “I have learned… to be content” (Philippians 4:11). 
Learned means trained. You train the heart to thank God for mercies and to stop measuring 
your life by someone else’s highlight reel. You train the heart to rejoice when others are 
blessed without interpreting it as rejection. You train the heart to ask God for needs without 
turning prayer into a lawsuit. 

And when the entitled thought shows up, you treat it like a criminal, not like a counselor. 
You bring it into captivity to Christ (2 Corinthians 10:5). You ask, does this thought make me 
more humble or more proud. Does it make me thankful or bitter. Does it make me obedient 
or demanding. If it exalts itself against God’s truth, you cast it down. That is how the 
conscience stays tender. That is how the hand stays from reaching. 

Conclusion 

Entitlement is the inner courtroom where covetousness puts on a robe and starts talking 
like it is righteous. The heart stops saying, I want, and starts saying, I deserve, and that shift 
is deadly because it makes sin easy to justify. Covetousness loves to borrow moral 
language, fairness, hard work, being overlooked, being underpaid, being unappreciated, 
because those words act like a spiritual narcotic. They numb the conscience so the hand 
can reach without trembling. Meanwhile God’s command remains plain, “Neither shalt 
thou… covet… nor any thing that is thy neighbour’s” (Deuteronomy 5:21), because the issue 
is not only the action, it is the inward verdict that makes the action feel justified. 

Entitlement eventually drags God into the courtroom and makes Him the defendant. 
Discontent matures into accusation, and the heart begins interpreting life as evidence that 
God has not been good. That is the first crack in the soul. Hebrews answers entitlement by 
commanding contentment and anchoring it in God’s presence, “Be content with such 
things as ye have… I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5). Faith refuses 
to prosecute God. It receives life as stewardship, not as entitlement, and it remembers that 
everything good is mercy. 



So the cure is to kill the courtroom speeches. Mortify covetousness because it is idolatry 
(Colossians 3:5). Bring entitled thoughts into captivity to Christ (2 Corinthians 10:5). 
Replace grievance with gratitude and demand with trust. When a man stops acting like a 
creditor and starts living like a steward, the conscience stays tender, the hand stops 
reaching, and covetousness loses its strongest weapon, the lie that want is justice. 

 

 

12 of 40: The Anatomy of Covetousness - Rationalization: The Lies You Tell Yourself to 
Sleep at Night 
Main Passage: “Take heed, and beware of covetousness” (Luke 12:15) 

Covetousness almost never walks into a man’s life wearing a sign that says, I am here to 
ruin you. It comes dressed like reason. It comes with a clipboard and a calculator. It comes 
with arguments that sound practical, mature, and even spiritual. The heart does not want 
to admit, I am greedy, because that word is ugly, so it changes the language until sin 
sounds like strategy. It says, it is not that bad. It says, they do not need it. It says, I would 
use it better. It says, God wants me happy. It says, everybody does it. Then the conscience 
calms down, the soul goes to sleep, and the idol stays awake. That is why Jesus did not give 
a mild warning. He said, “Take heed, and beware of covetousness” (Luke 12:15), because 
covetousness is not only a want, it is a want that knows how to talk. 

If you want to understand the danger, you have to understand what rationalization really is. 
Rationalization is the heart lying to itself so it can keep its appetite without the pain of 
conviction. It is the inner lawyer that takes a clear command of God and tries to find a 
loophole. And the command is clear. “Thou shalt not covet” (Exodus 20:17). “Neither shalt 
thou… covet… nor any thing that is thy neighbour’s” (Deuteronomy 5:21). God did not 
stutter. The flesh just refuses to submit, so it starts bargaining. Rationalization is the 
bargaining stage, the moment the heart begins to argue with God’s Word while still calling 
itself honest. 

This essay is built to drag those private excuses into the light and strip them down until you 
can see what they really are. Every rationalization ends up accusing God. It accuses His 
wisdom, His timing, His goodness, and His right to distribute blessings as He pleases. 
Covetousness is not just wanting a thing. It is resisting God’s portion for you and then 
building a case against Him so you can feel justified. That is why rationalization is so 
deadly. It is not only sin, it is sin that has learned to preach. 

1. The Heart’s Legal Department: When Desire Becomes a Defense Attorney 



There is a courtroom inside the natural man, and the heart hires itself as counsel. The Bible 
already told you the heart cannot be trusted. “The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked: who can know it?” (Jeremiah 17:9). That verse does not say the heart is 
sometimes tricky. It says deceitful above all things. That means if you hand your heart the 
job of judging your heart, you have already lost. It will protect itself. It will excuse itself. It 
will call darkness light and feel smart doing it. 

Rationalization is that deceit operating in real time. It takes an appetite and turns it into an 
argument. It takes lust and turns it into logic. It takes covetousness and turns it into 
counsel. The heart starts saying things like, I have reasons. It starts saying, you do not 
understand my situation. That is exactly how sin becomes respectable. The man is no 
longer ashamed because he is no longer honest. He is now defended. 

That is why Scripture says there is a way that seems right, but it ends in death. “There is a 
way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death” (Proverbs 
14:12). Covetousness loves that verse being ignored. It loves a man living by what seems 
right. Rationalization is the art of making sin seem right so you can keep walking toward 
death without feeling the heat. 

2. “It Is Not That Bad”: The Minimizing Lie That Kills Conviction 

One of the first lies covetousness tells is the minimizing lie. The heart says, it is not that 
bad. That is the language of a man trying to shrink sin so he does not have to repent. He is 
not denying sin exists, he is simply lowering its seriousness until the conscience stops 
screaming. But the Lord Jesus Christ did not treat inner sins as small. He listed them as 
defiling. “For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed… covetousness… All these evil 
things come from within, and defile the man” (Mark 7:21-23). Defile is not mild. Defile 
means contaminated. 

Minimizing also ignores what covetousness really is. Paul called it idolatry. “Covetousness, 
which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). A man can call it not that bad, but God calls it idol 
worship. A man can call it a harmless craving, but God calls it a rival god in the heart. That 
is why minimizing is not just an error, it is rebellion. It is you contradicting God’s definition 
so you can stay comfortable. 

The truth is that covetousness never stays small. It grows because it feeds. It starts as a 
thought, then it becomes a pattern, then it becomes a settled appetite, then it becomes a 
plan. James told you exactly how it works. “Every man is tempted, when he is drawn away 
of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin” (James 
1:14-15). Covetousness begins as something that seems small, but if you keep calling it not 
that bad, you are watering the root. 



3. “They Do Not Need It”: The Theft Justification Wearing a Moral Mask 

Another lie the heart uses is the redistribution lie. It says, they do not need it. It says, they 
have plenty. It says, they will not miss it. That sounds like moral reasoning, but it is 
covetousness playing judge over another man’s portion. God did not make you the auditor 
of your neighbor’s blessings. He made you responsible for your own heart. “Thou shalt not 
covet” (Exodus 20:17) does not come with an exception clause that says, unless your 
neighbor has more than you think he deserves. 

This lie is one of the easiest ways to quiet guilt because it paints your coveting as justice. It 
tells you you are not stealing, you are correcting imbalance. But Scripture does not treat 
covetousness as social reform. Scripture treats it as a heart sin that leads to wickedness. 
“Take heed, and beware of covetousness” (Luke 12:15). Covetousness is not healed by 
looking at what others have and deciding they do not need it. That only proves your heart 
has moved from desire into entitlement, and entitlement always makes the hand bolder. 

The Bible gives you the clean alternative, contentment grounded in God’s presence. “Let 
your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have” 
(Hebrews 13:5). That command does not depend on whether your neighbor is wasteful. It 
depends on whether God is faithful. When your heart says, they do not need it, you are not 
only targeting them, you are accusing God, as if God made a mistake by giving it to them 
instead of you. 

4. “I Would Use It Better”: The Pride Lie That Plays God 

Here is a lie that sounds spiritual and still stinks of pride. The heart says, I would use it 
better. It says, if I had that money I would do good with it. If I had that position I would do it 
right. If I had that platform I would use it for the Lord. That sounds noble, but it is still 
covetousness, because you are still wanting what is not yours, and you are still questioning 
God’s distribution. You are not simply desiring opportunity, you are claiming superiority. 
You are telling yourself you are more worthy than the person who has it. 

God has always judged that spirit. It is the same spirit that made Lucifer say, I will ascend. 
It is the same spirit that makes a man look at another man’s portion and say, I could do it 
better. Scripture calls that pride, and pride always pairs with covetousness because both 
are self worship. That is why covetousness is idolatry (Colossians 3:5). It places self at the 
center and treats God like a dispenser who should serve your plans. 

The truth is that God does not distribute to flatter your ego. He distributes to accomplish 
His purposes. Your job is faithfulness, not jealousy. “Moreover it is required in stewards, 
that a man be found faithful” (1 Corinthians 4:2). A steward does not demand another 
man’s trust. He proves faithful with his own. When you say, I would use it better, you are not 



talking like a steward. You are talking like a claimant. And underneath that claim is an 
accusation, God gave it to the wrong person. 

5. “God Wants Me Happy”: The Religious Lie That Turns God Into a Servant 

One of the most poisonous rationalizations is the one that drapes itself in spiritual 
language. The heart says, God wants me happy. It says, God understands. It says, God 
knows my needs. Then it uses that language to justify coveting, debt, compromise, lust, 
and manipulation. But God never promised to serve your happiness the way your flesh 
defines it. He promised to conform you to Christ. And Christ carried a cross. When a man 
starts using God as a stamp of approval on his appetite, he is not walking by faith, he is 
using religion as camouflage. 

Jesus warned about worship that is really serving another master. “Ye cannot serve God 
and mammon” (Matthew 6:24). Mammon is not only cash, it is the whole system of trusting 
gain and chasing more. When you say, God wants me happy, and you define happiness as 
possessing what you crave, you are not serving God, you are serving mammon and asking 
God to bless it. That is covetousness with a Bible verse taped on it. 

The Bible’s definition of safety and joy is different. It starts with contentment and ends with 
trust. “Be content with such things as ye have… I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee” 
(Hebrews 13:5). The promise is not that God will always upgrade your comforts. The 
promise is that God will always be present. When you use God wants me happy to justify 
coveting, you are accusing God’s presence of being insufficient. You are saying God is not 
enough unless He gives you the idol. 

6. “Everybody Does It”: The Crowd Lie That Normalizes Defilement 

Covetousness also loves to hide in the crowd. The heart says, everybody does it. It says, 
this is just how life works. It says, you have to play the game. That lie is powerful because it 
replaces the fear of God with the fear of missing out. It replaces obedience with popularity. 
But Scripture never told you to measure righteousness by what is common. Scripture told 
you to measure it by what is true. 

Paul warned that covetousness is not a casual lifestyle. He tied it to judgment. “For this ye 
know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, 
hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God” (Ephesians 5:5). That verse does 
not say covetousness is normal. It says covetousness is idolatry. The crowd can normalize 
sin all it wants, but the crowd does not rewrite God’s book. 

Everybody does it is also one of the quickest ways to dull conviction, because it makes you 
feel less guilty by making sin feel ordinary. But Jesus said those inner evils defile the man 



(Mark 7:23). Defilement is not canceled by popularity. If everybody is defiled, then 
everybody is defiled. You do not escape God’s judgment by joining the line. You escape by 
repentance and obedience. 

7. Dragging Excuses Into the Light: Confession, Captivity, and Contentment 

The Bible gives you the cure for rationalization, and it is not more self esteem. It is light. It is 
truth. It is confession. “He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth 
and forsaketh them shall have mercy” (Proverbs 28:13). Rationalization is covering. It is 
dressing sin up so you can keep it. Confession is uncovering. It is calling it what God calls 
it, without spin, without excuses, without legal briefs. 

Then Scripture gives you mental warfare. “Casting down imaginations… and bringing into 
captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:5). Rationalizations 
are thoughts. They are arguments. They are inner speeches that exalt themselves against 
God’s truth. You do not pet them. You arrest them. When the heart says, it is not that bad, 
you answer with Mark 7 and Colossians 3. When it says, they do not need it, you answer 
with Exodus 20 and Deuteronomy 5. When it says, I would use it better, you answer with 
stewardship and humility. When it says, God wants me happy, you answer with Matthew 6 
and Hebrews 13. When it says, everybody does it, you answer with Ephesians 5. 

Finally, Scripture presses you toward contentment as the preventative that shuts down 
many rationalizations before they form. “Let your conversation be without covetousness; 
and be content with such things as ye have” (Hebrews 13:5). Contentment is not passivity. 
It is trust. It is the heart refusing to accuse God. It is the soul resting in the promise, “I will 
never leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5). Rationalization thrives where 
discontent lives. When contentment grows, excuses starve. 

Conclusion 

Rationalization is the lie you tell yourself to sleep at night, and covetousness is a master at 
it. The heart learns to argue, it is not that bad, they do not need it, I would use it better, God 
wants me happy, everybody does it. Those sentences sound reasonable, but they are not 
reason, they are rebellion dressed up in business clothes. They are the inner lawyer trying 
to create a loophole around a plain command, “Thou shalt not covet” (Exodus 20:17), “Nor 
any thing that is thy neighbour’s” (Deuteronomy 5:21). Every excuse is a mask designed to 
keep appetite alive without the pain of conviction. 

Jesus exposed the whole game by saying covetousness comes from within and defiles the 
man (Mark 7:21-23). That means the danger is not only what you do, it is what you justify. 
Paul went further and called covetousness idolatry (Colossians 3:5), which means 
rationalization is not only a mental trick, it is idol worship learning how to talk. It is the heart 



protecting its rival god. And every rationalization ends up accusing God, accusing His 
goodness, accusing His timing, accusing His wisdom, accusing His right to distribute 
blessings as He pleases. That is the real end of the road, the soul prosecuting God so it can 
keep its idol. 

So I drag those excuses into the light and I treat them like criminals, not counselors. I 
refuse to cover sin with pretty words because “He that covereth his sins shall not prosper” 
(Proverbs 28:13). I cast down imaginations and take thoughts captive to Christ (2 
Corinthians 10:5). And I obey the preventative command that shuts the whole courtroom 
down, “Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as 
ye have… I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5). When God’s presence is 
enough, the heart no longer needs excuses to sleep, because the conscience is clean and 
the idol has been exposed for what it is, a liar that never loved you. 

 

 

13 of 40: The Anatomy of Covetousness - Secrecy: The Sin That Loves the Dark 
Main Passage: “Take heed, and beware of covetousness” (Luke 12:15) 

Covetousness is one of those sins that can live a whole lifetime without being arrested by 
human eyes, because it is committed in a courtroom nobody can enter. It does not need a 
weapon. It does not need a door kicked in. It does not need a receipt or a witness. It can be 
fully committed while a man is sitting in church with his Bible open, because the hands can 
be clean while the heart is plotting. That is why it loves the dark. Not always the dark of 
night, but the dark of secrecy. The dark of unspoken desire. The dark of private comparison. 
The dark of hidden grudges against God’s providence. Jesus warned, “Take heed, and 
beware of covetousness” (Luke 12:15), because covetousness is dangerous precisely 
because it can hide. 

Secrecy is not neutral. Secrecy is a shield. It protects the idol. It keeps the appetite from 
being challenged. It keeps the conscience from being exposed. It keeps the heart from 
being corrected. A man can confess a public sin quicker than he can confess a private 
want, because a private want feels like identity. It feels like the real him. That is why 
covetousness trains a man to live hidden. It teaches him to keep two lives, the respectable 
outside and the greedy inside. The devil does not need to destroy your reputation if he can 
destroy your integrity. Integrity is who you are when nobody is watching, and covetousness 
specializes in winning battles where nobody can see. 

Here is a plain rule that will save you trouble if you will accept it. If you cannot speak 
honestly about what you want, it is usually because what you want has started to own you. 



The idol has grabbed you by the throat and whispered, keep it quiet. Keep it secret. Keep it 
private. Keep it safe. That is not harmless. That is bondage. God’s truth does not fear light. 
“For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds 
should be reproved” (John 3:20). Covetousness hates light because light reproves it. 
Secrecy is the hiding place where covetousness grows fat. 

1. The Hidden Chamber: Where Covetousness Lives and Thrives 

Covetousness thrives because it is internal. Jesus said it comes from within. “For from 
within, out of the heart of men, proceed… covetousness” (Mark 7:21-22). That means the 
first battlefield is not your bank account, your closet, your shopping cart, or your career. 
The first battlefield is your heart. That is where secrecy becomes the devil’s advantage, 
because nobody can see the heart except God. A man can maintain a clean image while 
his inner life is a scrap yard of envy, resentment, and craving. 

That is why covetousness is so compatible with religion. Religion is often about 
appearance. Covetousness can put on a tie, sing hymns, quote verses, and still be starving 
inside. Jesus said those inner sins defile a man. “All these evil things come from within, and 
defile the man” (Mark 7:23). Defile means contaminated. A man can look clean and still be 
dirty. Secrecy keeps him feeling safe because he assumes God only judges what people 
see. 

But God is not fooled by the dark. He searches the heart. “I the LORD search the heart, I try 
the reins” (Jeremiah 17:10). If the Lord tries the reins, that means He tests the inward 
desires, the motivations, the cravings. Secrecy may hide you from men, but it never hides 
you from God. The tragedy is that the secret coveter lives as if God is not watching, and that 
delusion is the beginning of spiritual decay. 

2. Private Grudges: Resenting God’s Portion Without Saying It 

One of the most dangerous forms of secrecy is the private grudge against God’s 
providence. The heart does not always say it out loud, but it feels it. It feels overlooked. It 
feels underpaid. It feels cheated. It feels like God gave somebody else the better portion. 
The heart starts holding silent resentments like a man collecting unpaid debts. That is 
discontent maturing in secret, and discontent is the seed of covetousness. “Be content 
with such things as ye have” (Hebrews 13:5). God commands contentment because He 
knows what discontent will become if it is kept in the dark. 

This is why covetousness is more than wanting a thing. It is accusing God. It is challenging 
God’s right to distribute blessings as He pleases. It is saying, Lord, You did not do right by 
me. The heart may never phrase it that bluntly, but the bitterness proves it. Secrecy allows 



that bitterness to deepen because there is no confession, no correction, no humbling, no 
gratitude to break it. 

Then the heart starts comparing in silence. It looks at others and keeps a private ledger. It 
marks what they have, what you lack, what you think you deserve. That is not harmless. 
That is the devil’s measuring stick working in the dark. It produces envy, and envy rots you. 
“Envy is the rottenness of the bones” (Proverbs 14:30). Rottenness is often hidden at first. 
Secrecy is how the rot spreads. 

3. The Embarrassment Test: Why You Keep It Quiet 

Here is one of the simplest tests of idolatry. If you would be embarrassed to say what you 
really want, you should be afraid of what you really want. The embarrassment is not always 
because the desire is evil in itself. Sometimes it is because the intensity is evil. Sometimes 
it is because the motive is evil. Sometimes it is because the object is forbidden. But the 
secrecy exposes that something is wrong, because the heart knows it would look ugly in 
the light. 

That is why the Bible warns about a heart that hides itself. “He that covereth his sins shall 
not prosper” (Proverbs 28:13). Covering is not only hiding deeds. It is hiding desires. It is 
hiding motives. It is hiding the inner cravings you know are ruling you. Prosper in Scripture is 
not just money. It is spiritual health. A man who covers sin does not prosper because the 
covering keeps the infection sealed in. 

And covetousness will always push toward covering because it is idolatry. “Covetousness, 
which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). Idols demand privacy. They demand secret loyalty. They 
demand hidden worship. That is why a covetous man can be outwardly normal and 
inwardly enslaved. His idol has a locked room in his heart, and he guards that room like a 
temple. 

4. Secrecy Trains Double Living: Clean Outside, Corrupt Inside 

Covetousness trains a man to live double. That is one of its worst fruits. A man learns to 
maintain a public image while feeding a private appetite. He learns to look holy while 
thinking unholy. He learns to look content while burning with comparison. He learns to look 
generous while resenting every dollar he gives. He learns to speak gratitude while privately 
complaining. That double life is how the devil keeps a man trapped, because once you 
have a double life, you must keep lying to protect it. 

Jesus confronted this exact pattern in religious men. They were clean on the outside and 
rotten inside. Covetousness fits that perfectly because it can remain internal for a long 
time. But the internal eventually leaks. It leaks into tone, into decisions, into relationships, 



into harshness, into impatience, into envy, into manipulative behavior. It leaks because the 
heart cannot hide forever. “Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh” 
(Matthew 12:34). If covetousness is abundant, it will talk, even if you never admit it. 

This is why secrecy is not safe. It does not prevent sin. It preserves it. It keeps it warm. It 
keeps it fed. It keeps it unchallenged. And that is how covetousness matures. It starts as a 
private craving and becomes a governing principle. Then one day the man is shocked by 
what he does, but he should not be. He rehearsed it in secret for years. 

5. The Dark Room of Imagination: Where Covetousness Rehearses 

Secrecy also covers imagination. Covetousness runs mental movies where you have what 
you want. You live the life. You get the praise. You take the person. You taste the pleasure. 
You enjoy the status. Then you come back to reality, and reality feels dull, and discontent 
grows. That is why Scripture commands mental warfare. “Casting down imaginations… and 
bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:5). 
Imaginations can be secret altars. They can be hidden worship. 

This is where the devil seduces you without ever touching your hands. He does not need 
the deed yet. He needs the rehearsal. The rehearsal trains desire, and desire trains will. 
James told you lust conceives before it gives birth (James 1:14-15). Conception is hidden. 
That is secrecy. And secrecy makes conception feel harmless, but it is the beginning of 
birth. 

If you want a picture, Achan gave it. “When I saw… then I coveted… and took them” (Joshua 
7:21). That middle stage, then I coveted, is not a hand stage. It is a heart stage. It is 
imagination feeding on what the eye saw. Achan did not just see a garment. He saw himself 
wearing it. He did not just see silver. He saw himself owning it. That is how covetousness 
parks and rehearses. Secrecy gives it room to do it. 

6. Bringing It Into Light: Confession is a Weapon 

The Bible does not tell you to manage secrecy. It tells you to break it. “He that covereth his 
sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy” 
(Proverbs 28:13). Confession is not only telling God what He already knows. Confession is 
agreeing with God against yourself. It is calling covetousness what God calls it. It is 
admitting that the secret desire is not innocent, it is defiling, it is idolatry, it is rebellion, it is 
accusation. 

Light is deadly to covetousness because covetousness feeds on private fantasies and 
private grievances. When you speak honestly, the idol loses its mystique. The idol loses its 
power. The idol thrives when it is unnamed. Once it is named, it can be mortified. That is 



why Scripture commands mortification. “Mortify therefore your members… and 
covetousness, which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). You cannot mortify what you are still 
protecting. You cannot kill what you keep feeding in secret. 

This is also why accountability matters, not as therapy talk, but as spiritual strategy. A man 
who never opens his heart to truth will remain trapped in his own self defense. The heart is 
deceitful (Jeremiah 17:9). You need light from Scripture and you need honest exposure of 
the real cravings. Secrecy is the devil’s insulation. Confession is God’s knife. 

7. Contentment Breaks the Idol’s Grip: The Heart at Rest in God 

The antidote to secret coveting is not simply willpower. It is contentment rooted in God’s 
presence. Hebrews gives you both command and foundation. “Be content with such things 
as ye have” (Hebrews 13:5), and then, “For he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake 
thee” (Hebrews 13:5). That promise is what breaks the private grudge. It tells the soul, you 
are not abandoned. You are not shorted. You are not cursed. God is with you. That is 
enough to calm the heart and weaken the craving. 

Contentment also makes honesty possible. A discontent man is ashamed of his cravings 
because he knows they are ruling him. A content man can admit a temptation without 
being owned by it. He can say, I’m being pulled, because he is not building a temple for the 
pull. He is bringing it into the light to kill it. That is spiritual maturity. It is not pretending 
temptation does not exist. It is refusing to let temptation stay hidden. 

So secrecy is a signal. It is a warning light on the dashboard. If you are hiding what you 
want, you should ask why. If you are protecting a desire from light, you should ask who you 
are protecting. If you cannot speak honestly about what you crave, it is because what you 
crave has begun to own you. The moment you break secrecy and bring it to Christ, the idol 
loses its hiding place. 

Conclusion 

Covetousness is a sin that loves the dark because it can be fully committed where no one 
can challenge it. It trains a man to live hidden, to maintain a respectable outside while 
feeding a private appetite inside. Jesus warned, “Take heed, and beware of covetousness” 
(Luke 12:15), because covetousness proceeds from within and defiles the man (Mark 7:21-
23). That means a man can look clean and still be contaminated. Secrecy is not neutral. 
Secrecy is a shield that protects the idol, keeps the conscience from being corrected, and 
allows private grudges against God’s providence to deepen into bitterness and envy. 

Secrecy also trains double living. The heart keeps private desires it would be embarrassed 
to say out loud, and that embarrassment is often the proof that something is wrong, not 



necessarily the desire itself, but the ownership the desire has gained. The idol demands 
privacy because covetousness is idolatry (Colossians 3:5). It thrives in hidden imagination 
where the heart rehearses a better life, a better portion, a better praise, until reality feels 
dull and discontent grows. That is why Scripture commands mental warfare, “Casting down 
imaginations… bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ” (2 
Corinthians 10:5), because the hidden rehearsal stage is where sin is conceived before it is 
born. 

So the cure is to break secrecy with light, confession, and contentment. “He that covereth 
his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy” 
(Proverbs 28:13). You cannot mortify covetousness while you are still protecting it, and you 
cannot kill an idol you refuse to expose. Contentment rooted in God’s promise shuts down 
the private grudge and weakens the craving, “Be content with such things as ye have… I will 
never leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5). When God’s presence is enough, the 
heart no longer needs to hide, because it is no longer trying to protect an idol. And when a 
man can finally speak honestly about what he wants, it is often because what he wants has 
stopped owning him. 

 

 

14 of 40: The Anatomy of Covetousness - Escalation: From Want to Take 
Main Passage: “When I saw… then I coveted… and took” (Joshua 7:21) 

Covetousness is one of the most honest sins in the Bible, not because men confess it, but 
because Scripture keeps exposing the same pattern over and over again. Desire grows into 
decision. A private want becomes a public act. A thought becomes a deed. And the scary 
part is that most “big falls” were never sudden. They were cultivated. They were rehearsed. 
They were watered by small allowances that felt harmless at the time. That is why God put 
“Thou shalt not covet” where He put it, and that is why Jesus warned, “Take heed, and 
beware of covetousness” (Luke 12:15). He was not warning about a moment. He was 
warning about a pipeline. 

If you want the cleanest verse in the Bible that maps escalation, you go to Achan. He did 
not talk like a theologian. He talked like a criminal confessing the sequence. “When I saw… 
then I coveted… and took them; and, behold, they are hid” (Joshua 7:21). There is your 
staircase. Seeing. Coveting. Taking. Hiding. That is escalation in four steps, and it is the 
same staircase you will find in Eden, in David’s palace, in Judas’ bag, in Demas’ departure, 
and in a thousand quiet believers who never intended to become what they became. They 



did not wake up one morning and decide to ruin their testimony. They gave the first inch, 
and the devil took the mile. 

This essay is about that progression. Covetousness rarely stays as a quiet thought because 
it wants relief, and the flesh thinks relief comes by acquiring. That is where the heart starts 
pushing the will, and the will starts moving the body, and what was once internal becomes 
external. Scripture keeps revealing that the fall was built long before it happened, and the 
purpose here is to show you that you do not stop escalation at the end. You stop it at the 
beginning, when it is still “just a thought” and still “just a look” and still “just a harmless 
desire.” 

1. The Seed Stage: Want is Planted Before Sin is Performed 

The first mistake a man makes is thinking sin begins when the hands move. The Bible 
teaches that sin begins when desire is entertained. Paul said, “I had not known lust, except 
the law had said, Thou shalt not covet” (Romans 7:7). That means coveting is not a side 
issue. It is the seedbed issue. It is the inward appetite that grows into outward acts. If you 
wait until the act, you are late. The war was already lost in the heart. 

James lays the progression out like a prosecutor. “Every man is tempted, when he is drawn 
away of his own lust, and enticed” (James 1:14). That is the pull. That is the tug. That is 
desire being awakened and bait being offered. Then he says, “Then when lust hath 
conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death” (James 
1:15). Conception happens in secret. No one sees it. But once it is conceived, it is going to 
grow unless it is killed. 

That is why I keep repeating this to myself until it sticks. Want is planted before sin is 
performed. The devil is content to start small because he knows what small things become 
when you keep feeding them. The Bible never tells me to pamper desire. It tells me to guard 
the source. “Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life” (Proverbs 
4:23). Diligence is not passive. Diligence is warfare. 

2. The Eye Ignites the Appetite: Seeing Becomes Feeding 

Escalation usually begins at the eye gate. The eye does not just see. The eye feeds. Jesus 
said, “The light of the body is the eye” (Matthew 6:22). Light enters and affects the whole 
man. That means what you repeatedly look at becomes part of your inner life. That is why 
Scripture speaks of “the lust of the eyes” (1 John 2:16). The eyes can lust. They can crave. 
They can collect. They can stock the pantry for the imagination. 

Achan’s confession is blunt. “When I saw… then I coveted” (Joshua 7:21). He did not say, 
when I planned. He said when I saw. The first step was not theft. It was staring long enough 



for desire to wake up. That is why Job said, “I made a covenant with mine eyes” (Job 31:1). 
He understood that the eyes are not neutral. They are a doorway. The covenant was not 
fear. It was wisdom. He shut the door before the thief walked in. 

And once seeing becomes feeding, you start losing your contentment without noticing it. 
You start comparing. You start rehearsing. You start measuring your portion against 
somebody else’s portion. Then Hebrews 13:5 becomes the early warning siren. “Let your 
conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have” 
(Hebrews 13:5). If contentment is fading, escalation is beginning. The seed is being 
watered. 

3. Imagination Turns Desire Into a Movie: Rehearsal Before Action 

After the eyes stock the pantry, the imagination starts cooking. Covetousness is not only 
wanting, it is rehearsing. It runs mental movies where you own the thing, live the life, 
receive the praise, or take the person. That rehearsal trains the heart to believe the lie that 
the fantasy is more real than God’s present provision. And once fantasy becomes a refuge, 
reality starts feeling like a prison, even if God has blessed you. 

That is why Scripture commands mental arrest. “Casting down imaginations, and every 
high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:5). Those imaginations are not 
harmless. They exalt themselves. They compete with truth. They whisper, God is not 
enough, your portion is not enough, your season is not enough, your life is not enough. 
Then the heart starts starving on purpose, and the flesh calls it ambition. 

David is a warning you cannot ignore. He “saw a woman washing herself” (2 Samuel 11:2), 
but the disaster was not the glance. The disaster was the feeding and the rehearsal and the 
decision that followed. The imagination makes sin familiar before it makes it public. That is 
escalation. A man acts out what he has rehearsed. That is why the biggest fight is often 
fought in a room nobody sees. 

4. Rationalization Becomes Permission: The Heart Writes a Legal Brief 

Once desire is fed and rehearsed, the heart starts talking. It does not want to admit, I am 
greedy, so it puts on a robe and becomes a lawyer. It says, it is not that bad. It says, they do 
not need it. It says, I would use it better. It says, God wants me happy. It says, everybody 
does it. That is rationalization, and rationalization is permission. It is the heart 
manufacturing a license to sin. 

The Bible warned me about this trick long before I was born. “The heart is deceitful above 
all things, and desperately wicked” (Jeremiah 17:9). If my heart can talk, my heart can lie. 



And it will lie hardest when it is protecting an idol. That is why covetousness is called 
idolatry. “Covetousness, which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). An idol always demands a 
defense system. It demands secrecy. It demands excuses. It demands a narrative that 
keeps you feeling righteous while you disobey God. 

This is also why escalation feels reasonable right before it becomes visible. A man does not 
usually jump off the cliff while screaming, I am doing wrong. He walks to the edge while 
telling himself he is justified. “There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end 
thereof are the ways of death” (Proverbs 14:12). Covetousness specializes in “seems right.” 
It is the sin that can wear a suit and carry a Bible and still lead you straight into a ditch. 

5. The Will Tips: From “I Want” to “I Will” 

Here is the hinge point of escalation. The will tips. The language changes. The heart stops 
saying, I want, and starts saying, I will. That is where desire becomes decision. That is 
where temptation becomes intent. And once intent forms, the body becomes a servant. 
You can feel the shift when a man stops merely thinking about a thing and starts planning 
how to get it. The plan is the proof that the idol has moved in. 

James called this conception giving birth. Lust conceives, then it brings forth sin (James 
1:15). That means the will is the midwife. The will assists the birth. The will cooperates. 
That is why Scripture keeps commanding me to kill sin at the root, not manage it at the 
surface. “Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth… and covetousness, 
which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). Mortify does not mean negotiate. It means kill. You do 
not pet a snake because it is still small. 

This is also where the heart starts craving relief. Covetousness wants relief, and the flesh 
believes relief comes by acquiring. That is the lie behind escalation. It says, if I get it, I will 
finally be at peace. But peace never comes from feeding covetousness. It only grows. Jesus 
said, “A man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth” 
(Luke 12:15). The flesh keeps insisting the opposite, and that insistence drives the will 
toward action. 

6. The Act Stage: Taking What Started as a Thought 

When the will tips, the act follows. Achan said, “Then I coveted… and took them” (Joshua 
7:21). The taking is where the invisible becomes visible. It is where the heart finally uses the 
body to serve the idol. It might not always look like outright theft. It might look like debt 
fueled by envy. It might look like manipulation. It might look like shady business. It might 
look like lust crossing into adultery. It might look like compromising convictions for money 
or applause. The form changes, but the root is the same. Desire demanded relief, and the 
man obeyed the demand. 



Paul warned about this trap in plain language. “They that will be rich fall into temptation 
and a snare” (1 Timothy 6:9). Notice he did not say they that are rich. He said they that will 
be rich. That is the will tipping. That is the decision. Then he says it drowns men “in 
destruction and perdition” (1 Timothy 6:9). That is escalation. It does not start at perdition. 
It starts at will. It starts at a heart that will not be content. 

This is why God’s Word keeps pulling me back to contentment and trust. “Be content with 
such things as ye have” (Hebrews 13:5). Why. Because the act stage is fed by the 
discontent stage. If I deal with the discontent, I weaken the craving. If I weaken the craving, 
I weaken the plan. If I weaken the plan, I weaken the act. Escalation is a chain, and chains 
can be broken at the first link if a man is honest. 

7. The Cover-Up: Hiding, Hardening, and the Myth of Sudden Collapse 

After the act comes the cover-up. Achan said, “And, behold, they are hid” (Joshua 7:21). 
That is always next. Covetousness does not only take. It hides. It hides because the 
conscience still knows something is wrong, and secrecy becomes the shield that protects 
the idol. That is why secrecy is not neutral. It is a preservation system. It keeps sin alive by 
keeping light out. 

Then the heart hardens. A man who hides sin has to keep lying, and every lie makes 
repentance harder. “He that covereth his sins shall not prosper” (Proverbs 28:13). Covering 
sin is not only hiding the act. It is hiding the motive, hiding the craving, hiding the 
rationalizations, hiding the whole pipeline. That is why the “big fall” seems sudden to other 
people. They did not see the pipeline. They only saw the crash. But the crash was cultivated 
by small allowances that went unconfessed for a long time. 

So I refuse the myth of sudden collapse. I refuse to talk like sin is an accident. Sin is a 
cultivated garden when covetousness is left alone. The devil does not push most people off 
a cliff in one day. He walks them there in small steps. A look. A thought. A rehearsal. An 
excuse. A plan. An act. A secret. Then the man says, I do not know what happened, and 
heaven says, you know exactly what happened. You kept feeding what God told you to 
mortify. 

Conclusion 

Escalation is the spiritual staircase from want to take, and Scripture keeps revealing the 
same progression because God wants me to see it before I repeat it. Achan confessed it in 
four blunt steps, “When I saw… then I coveted… and took… and… they are hid” (Joshua 
7:21). James explained the inner mechanics, “lust… conceived… bringeth forth sin” (James 
1:14-15). Jesus warned that the whole mess begins inside, and He told me to watch it early, 



“Take heed, and beware of covetousness” (Luke 12:15). The big fall was never sudden. It 
was cultivated by small secret allowances that felt harmless at the time. 

The devil’s strategy is always the same. He starts at the eye, then he feeds the imagination, 
then he arms the heart with rationalizations, then he tips the will, then he moves the body, 
then he demands secrecy, and then he hardens the conscience. That is why the cure is not 
to manage the final act, but to break the chain at the first link. I keep my heart with 
diligence (Proverbs 4:23). I cast down imaginations and take thoughts captive (2 
Corinthians 10:5). I refuse to call covetousness small when God calls it idolatry 
(Colossians 3:5). And I do not trust my heart’s legal briefs because “The heart is deceitful 
above all things” (Jeremiah 17:9). 

So I treat escalation like a fire. I do not wait until the house is burning. I deal with the spark. 
I deal with the look. I deal with the rehearsal. I deal with the first excuse. And I return to the 
command that shuts down the whole pipeline, “Be content with such things as ye have… 
for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5). When God’s 
presence is enough, the craving loses its urgency, the will stops tipping toward sin, and 
what could have become a public crash dies quietly in the private place where it started. 

 

 

15 of 40: The Anatomy of Covetousness - The Day Long Greed: The Appetite that Never 
Says Enough (Proverbs 21:26) 
Main Passage: “He coveteth greedily all the day long: but the righteous giveth and 
spareth not” (Proverbs 21:26) 

There are sins that flare up like a brush fire and then die down, and there are sins that 
smolder like a furnace because they are fed every day. Covetousness is that kind of sin. It is 
not only a moment of temptation, it is an appetite, and if it becomes a lifestyle it will keep a 
man hungry from morning to night. Solomon wrote it plain as a scar, “He coveteth greedily 
all the day long” (Proverbs 21:26). That is not a description of a rare criminal. That is a 
description of a heart that has made peace with wanting. It wakes up wanting. It works 
wanting. It rests wanting. It scrolls wanting. It shops wanting. It goes to bed wanting. That 
kind of greed is not satisfied by winning, because winning only proves the appetite can be 
fed, and when an appetite learns it can be fed, it demands more. 

Proverbs 21:26 is one of the most cutting verses on the subject because it exposes the 
nature of covetousness. It is not measured by need. It is measured by comparison. It does 
not say, he coveteth because he is starving. It says, he coveteth greedily all the day long. 
That means the problem is not poverty, the problem is hunger of soul. People with plenty 



still feel poor because covetousness never defines “enough” as a number. It defines it as 
“more than them.” It is the devil’s measuring stick laid across your life, whispering, not 
enough, not enough, not enough. 

Then Solomon contrasts the covetous man with the righteous man, and that contrast is the 
whole sermon. “But the righteous giveth and spareth not” (Proverbs 21:26). That means 
covetousness and righteousness do not live together as roommates. One of them will 
dominate. The covetous heart clenches. The righteous heart opens. The covetous heart 
hoards. The righteous heart gives. The covetous heart fears lack. The righteous heart trusts 
God. The covetous heart builds barns and still worries. The righteous heart can have little 
and still rest. That is why “more” is not a goal, it is a trap. When a man makes more the goal, 
he has signed up for a life where the finish line keeps moving. 

1. The Bible’s Diagnosis: Greed Can Become a Daily Habit 

Proverbs 21:26 does not describe a single act, it describes a pattern. “All the day long” 
(Proverbs 21:26). That phrase means the covetous man is not merely tempted. He is 
trained. His mind has grooves in it. His heart has habits. His thoughts circle the same 
desires like vultures. Covetousness has become his background music. It is what he runs 
on. That is why he can get what he wants and still not be at peace, because he is not 
chasing an object, he is serving an appetite. 

Jesus warned about this when He said, “Take heed, and beware of covetousness” (Luke 
12:15). Beware means it is sneaky. It grows quietly. It becomes normal. It becomes “just 
how I am.” Then a man starts building his identity around acquisition. The tragedy is that he 
thinks he is ambitious, but he is addicted. Ambition can serve God. Covetousness serves 
self. Ambition can be content while it works. Covetousness cannot be content even when it 
wins. 

This is why Paul tied the issue to worship. “Covetousness, which is idolatry” (Colossians 
3:5). Idolatry is not only ancient statues. Idolatry is any appetite that becomes a god. When 
greed becomes day long, it is no longer a temptation that visits. It is a master that lives 
there. 

2. Hunger That Grows By Feeding: The Bottomless Pit 

Covetousness is one of the few sins that actually gets stronger when it is gratified. Many 
sins burn out after indulgence because they leave shame and exhaustion. Covetousness 
leaves craving. It is like pouring fuel on a fire and being surprised when the flames jump. 
The more it gets, the more it demands. That is why “more” is a trap. The trap is that you 
think the next thing will satisfy, but each new thing only trains the appetite to demand the 
next. 



The Bible calls this kind of hunger insatiable. “Hell and destruction are never full; so the 
eyes of man are never satisfied” (Proverbs 27:20). The eyes are tied to hunger because the 
eyes feed the imagination, and the imagination feeds desire. That is why the covetous man 
is never satisfied, because his satisfaction is always just one purchase away, just one 
upgrade away, just one promotion away, just one applause away, and it never arrives. 

This is also why Solomon said, “He that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silver” 
(Ecclesiastes 5:10). That verse does not say silver is evil. It says loving it makes you 
unsatisfied. The object is not the issue. The appetite is the issue. When the heart loves 
gain, gain can never be enough because gain becomes the god, and gods never stop 
demanding sacrifices. 

3. Plenty Still Feels Poor: Comparison as the Measuring Stick 

Covetousness does not measure by need. It measures by comparison. That is why people 
with plenty can still feel poor. Their fridge is full, their closet is full, their garage is full, their 
calendar is full, and their heart is still empty. Why. Because covetousness does not ask, do 
I have enough. It asks, do I have as much as them. It does not ask, has God provided. It 
asks, has God made me superior. 

That is why comparison is so poisonous. It turns blessings into burdens. It makes a good 
house feel like a prison because someone else’s house is bigger. It makes a faithful 
marriage feel dull because someone else’s looks exciting. It makes a fruitful ministry feel 
pointless because someone else’s is louder. And it makes you forget that the Lord already 
gave you more mercy than you deserve. “It is of the LORD’S mercies that we are not 
consumed” (Lamentations 3:22). A man who remembers mercy cannot be entitled, and he 
cannot stay covetous long without choking on his own ingratitude. 

Jesus warned that life is not defined by abundance. “A man’s life consisteth not in the 
abundance of the things which he possesseth” (Luke 12:15). Covetousness says the 
opposite every day. It says life is abundance. It says peace is abundance. It says identity is 
abundance. That is why the covetous man can have abundance and still feel dead inside. 
He is measuring life with the wrong ruler. 

4. The Soul Becomes a Barn Builder: The Illusion of Safety 

Covetousness always promises safety. It whispers, if you have more, you will be secure. 
That is one of its favorite lies because fear is a powerful motivator. Jesus exposed that lie 
with the rich fool who built bigger barns and lost his soul (Luke 12:16-21). The man’s plan 
was simple, store more, relax, eat, drink, be merry. But God called him a fool and said his 
soul would be required that night (Luke 12:20). That story is the obituary of covetousness. It 
proves that accumulation is not security. It is a mirage. 



This is why Hebrews 13:5 strikes at the root. “Let your conversation be without 
covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have” (Hebrews 13:5). Then it anchors 
contentment in the promise that kills fear. “For he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor 
forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5). Covetousness seeks safety in things. Faith rests in God’s 
presence. Covetousness says, I will be okay if I have more. Faith says, I am okay because 
God is with me. 

The covetous heart keeps building barns because it does not trust God. It might say it trusts 
God, but the hoarding proves otherwise. Where the treasure is, the heart is (Matthew 6:21). 
A heart that is always hoarding is a heart that is always afraid, and a heart that is always 
afraid is a heart that is not resting in the Lord. 

5. The Righteous Alternative: Giving Breaks the Idol’s Power 

Proverbs 21:26 does not just describe the covetous man. It describes the cure by contrast. 
“But the righteous giveth and spareth not” (Proverbs 21:26). That means giving is not merely 
charity. Giving is warfare. It breaks the idol’s power because it proves money is a tool, not a 
god. Covetousness clenches. Righteousness opens. Covetousness grips. Righteousness 
releases. The act of giving teaches the heart that it does not need to hoard to survive. 

This is why Paul wrote, “The love of money is the root of all evil” (1 Timothy 6:10). He did not 
say money is the root. He said the love of it. Love is devotion. Love is worship. Giving is one 
of the quickest ways to expose what you worship because you will release what you do not 
worship, but you will protect what you worship. When you can give, you are proving that 
your trust is not chained to the thing. 

The righteous man gives because he trusts God’s provision and God’s reward. Scripture 
says, “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). That blessing is not only 
emotional. It is spiritual. It is freedom. It is the soul being delivered from the bottomless pit 
of “more.” 

6. Mortifying the Appetite: Killing Greed Before It Becomes Day Long 

A day long greed does not become day long overnight. It becomes day long because it is fed 
day after day. That means it can be stopped day after day if a man is honest. Scripture does 
not tell you to manage it gently. It tells you to kill it. “Mortify therefore your members… and 
covetousness, which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). Mortify means put it to death. You do not 
put a pet name on a cancer. You cut it out. 

The mind must also be disciplined because greed is trained by thoughts. Paul commanded, 
“Casting down imaginations… bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of 
Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:5). If greed is running in your head all day long, you are letting the 



idol preach uninterrupted. The idol’s sermons are always the same, you need more, you 
deserve more, you are behind, you are missing out. You have to shut that mouth. You do it 
by Scripture, by gratitude, by contentment, and by refusing to stock the pantry with envy. 

And you have to watch the early warning signs. Restlessness. Irritability. A constant itch for 
the next purchase. A constant mental catalog of what others have. A constant scrolling for 
upgrades. Those are symptoms. They are not harmless. They are the appetite warming up. 
When you see them, you do not excuse them. You treat them like a fire and you deal with it 
while it is still small. 

7. “More” as a Trap: The Moving Finish Line 

The deception of covetousness is that it pretends there is a finish line. It says, once you get 
this, you will be satisfied. But covetousness never sets a finish line. It sets a moving target. 
The moment you reach it, it moves again. That is why people can “make it” and still be 
miserable. They thought more was the answer, but more was the trap. The trap is living your 
whole life chasing a finish line that cannot be reached. 

This is where the Bible’s wisdom becomes painfully practical. If you do not decide what 
“enough” is, covetousness will decide for you, and its answer will always be, not yet. That is 
why contentment is not optional. It is a command. “Be content with such things as ye 
have” (Hebrews 13:5). Contentment defines enough. Contentment says, God has provided 
what I need for obedience today. Contentment says, I can pursue improvement without 
worshipping improvement. 

And if you do not learn contentment, you will learn bitterness. Because the covetous man 
eventually becomes angry at God, angry at others, angry at himself, and angry at life, 
because the hunger never ends. He becomes a bottomless pit, a soul that consumes and 
consumes and still feels empty. That is why “more” is not a goal, it is a trap, and the only 
escape is to stop worshipping appetite and start trusting God. 

Conclusion 

Proverbs 21:26 exposes covetousness with one brutal sentence, “He coveteth greedily all 
the day long” (Proverbs 21:26). That is not a momentary stumble, that is a lifestyle appetite 
that never says enough. Covetousness is not satisfied by winning because it is a hunger 
that grows by feeding. The more it gets, the more it demands, and the soul becomes a 
bottomless pit. That is why people with plenty still feel poor. Covetousness does not 
measure by need, it measures by comparison, and comparison always whispers the same 
verdict, not enough. 



The Lord Jesus Christ warned me that abundance does not define life, “A man’s life 
consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth” (Luke 12:15). 
Covetousness contradicts that truth every day and promises peace through acquisition, 
but its promise is a lie. It builds barns and still worries. It upgrades and still feels behind. It 
accumulates and still feels empty. The finish line keeps moving because “more” is not a 
destination, it is a trap, and a man who worships more will spend his whole life chasing a 
mirage. 

Then Scripture gives the contrast that also gives the cure, “But the righteous giveth and 
spareth not” (Proverbs 21:26). Giving breaks the idol’s grip because it proves money is a 
tool and God is the source. Contentment shuts down the moving finish line because it 
anchors the soul in God’s presence, “Be content with such things as ye have… I will never 
leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5). And mortifying covetousness is not optional 
because covetousness is idolatry (Colossians 3:5). When God becomes enough, the day 
long greed loses its fuel, the appetite stops shouting, and the soul finally learns the 
freedom covetousness could never give, peace without possessing “more.” 

 

 

16 of 40: The Anatomy of Covetousness - The Righteous Contrast: Giving Breaks the 
Spell (Proverbs 21:26) 
Main Passage: “But the righteous giveth and spareth not” (Proverbs 21:26) 

Covetousness has a rhythm to it, and Solomon exposed it with a sentence that cuts like a 
knife. “He coveteth greedily all the day long: but the righteous giveth and spareth not” 
(Proverbs 21:26). That verse does not just diagnose the disease, it quietly hands you the 
cure. The first half shows a man whose appetite never rests. The second half shows a man 
whose heart has been set free. One clenches. One opens. One is always taking. One is 
always ready to give. And the difference is not personality, and it is not income, and it is not 
temperament. The difference is worship. The covetous man has a god in his fist. The 
righteous man has God on the throne. 

Most people think giving is mainly about helping someone else, and that is true, but that is 
not the deepest truth. Giving is spiritual warfare. Giving is a heart act that breaks an idol’s 
spell, because an idol always demands clenching. An idol always trains you to protect it, to 
fear losing it, to measure life by it, to pursue more of it, and to interpret every hardship as a 
threat to it. Covetousness clamps the fist shut, and it tells you, if you let go, you will die. 
That is the lie behind hoarding. Then Scripture comes along and says, the righteous giveth 



and spareth not (Proverbs 21:26), meaning the righteous man is not hypnotized by that lie. 
He can open his hand because his trust is not in the thing. 

This is not about bragging on generosity. The Pharisee can give and still be proud. The 
politician can give and still be corrupt. The businessman can give and still be covetous. The 
issue is what giving does to the heart when it is done as obedience to God and faith in God. 
It dethrones the object and restores God’s place. It teaches the soul that God is the source, 
not the stash. It proves that you are not owned by what you possess, because you can 
release it. That is why generosity is not charity only. It is warfare against the idol factory in 
the heart. 

1. Proverbs 21:26 as a Mirror: Two Hearts, Two Masters 

Solomon gives you two men standing side by side. One covets all day long. One gives and 
spares not (Proverbs 21:26). The contrast is meant to function like a mirror. You are 
supposed to see yourself somewhere in that verse. If your mind runs on getting, you will live 
like the first man. If your mind runs on trusting, you will live like the second man. Both men 
wake up to the same fallen world. Both men face uncertainty. Both men have needs. But 
their response reveals their master. 

Jesus said it flat, “Ye cannot serve God and mammon” (Matthew 6:24). Mammon is not only 
money, it is the whole system of trusting gain and chasing more as if it is salvation. 
Covetousness serves mammon, and mammon always wants more sacrifice. 
Righteousness serves God, and God teaches a man to give because giving reflects God’s 
nature. God gives. The devil takes. Covetousness is devil like. Righteous generosity is God 
like. 

This is why Paul called covetousness idolatry. “Covetousness, which is idolatry” 
(Colossians 3:5). Idolatry means worship directed at a created thing instead of the Creator. 
Giving breaks idolatry because it refuses to worship the object. It refuses to treat the object 
like a god. It treats it like a tool that can be laid down. 

2. The Clenched Fist: How Covetousness Trains Fear 

Covetousness is not only appetite. It is fear. It is fear dressed up as wisdom. It says, if you 
let go, you will not have enough. It says, if you give, you will be taken advantage of. It says, if 
you open your hand, you will lose control. That fear is the spell. It keeps the fist clenched. It 
keeps the soul anxious. It keeps the mind calculating. It keeps the heart measuring. 

Jesus exposed that fear with the rich fool who built bigger barns (Luke 12:16-21). The man 
thought accumulation was safety. God called him a fool and required his soul that night 
(Luke 12:20). That story proves that a clenched fist is not security. It is a prison. It is a cell 



built out of fear. The covetous man is guarding something as if it can save him, and that very 
guarding is what enslaves him. 

Hebrews gives the antidote. “Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be 
content with such things as ye have” (Hebrews 13:5). Then it gives the foundation, “For he 
hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5). Covetousness clenches 
because it does not trust that promise. Giving opens because it believes it. The difference 
is not a budget. It is faith. 

3. The Open Hand: Giving as a Declaration of Trust 

When the righteous man gives, he is making a declaration. He is declaring that God is his 
source. He is declaring that God is his security. He is declaring that his identity is not in his 
possessions. That is why giving is so powerful. It is a physical act that expresses a spiritual 
reality. It takes faith and puts it into motion. 

Scripture says, “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). That blessing is not 
only emotional. It is spiritual freedom. The covetous man receives and still feels empty. The 
righteous man gives and feels lighter because the idol loses its grip. Giving breaks the 
hypnosis that says, my life is in my stuff. It trains the heart to believe, my life is in my God. 

Paul warned that “the love of money is the root of all evil” (1 Timothy 6:10). The love is the 
devotion. The love is the worship. Giving is one of the clearest ways to test love because 
you release what you do not worship, but you cling to what you worship. When you can give 
in faith, you are proving that money is not your god. 

4. Giving Dethrones the Object: The Idol Loses Its Throne 

An idol cannot reign in a heart that is practicing righteous giving. It can tempt. It can 
whisper. It can lure. But it cannot sit comfortably on the throne if you keep opening your 
hand. The idol’s power is in its claim of ownership. It says, this is mine, protect it, defend it, 
hoard it, fear losing it. Giving answers back, this belongs to God. I am a steward, not an 
owner. 

That is the biblical mindset. “Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found 
faithful” (1 Corinthians 4:2). A steward holds possessions with open hands because he 
knows they were entrusted. Covetousness holds with closed hands because it believes it 
owns. Giving reinforces stewardship and weakens ownership pride. 

Jesus taught that treasure and heart are linked. “For where your treasure is, there will your 
heart be also” (Matthew 6:21). That verse cuts both ways. Covetousness stores treasure to 
drag the heart toward the earth. Righteous giving places treasure in God’s hands and drags 



the heart upward. The idol loses its throne when the heart stops treating earthly gain as 
ultimate. 

5. Giving Exposes Motives: It Refuses to Perform for Applause 

This is not about bragging. Jesus warned about giving to be seen. “Take heed that ye do not 
your alms before men, to be seen of them” (Matthew 6:1). A man can give and still be 
covetous if he is using giving as a stage. He is still worshipping something, only now it is 
praise. That is why righteous giving must be grounded in obedience and love, not vanity. 

True giving is quiet because it is aimed at God, not at men. It is not a negotiation with 
heaven. It is not a purchase of honor. It is a response to grace. The heart that knows it has 
received mercy is able to release things. “For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor” (2 Corinthians 8:9). That verse 
is not a fundraising slogan. It is a picture of God’s heart. Christ gave Himself. A man who 
follows Christ cannot live with a clenched fist forever. 

Giving also exposes whether you believe God’s Word. Because God promises to supply 
needs. “But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus” (Philippians 4:19). The covetous heart reads that and still clenches. The righteous 
heart reads that and opens. Giving reveals which one you are. 

6. Generosity as Warfare: Starving Covetousness Day by Day 

Covetousness is a daily appetite. Proverbs says the covetous man covets all day long 
(Proverbs 21:26). That means the war is daily. You do not defeat covetousness once and 
then coast. You defeat it repeatedly by refusing to feed it. One of the best ways to refuse to 
feed it is to practice generosity as a discipline, not a mood. You give when the flesh says 
hold. You open when fear says clamp. You release when the idol says protect. 

This is why Scripture uses warfare language for inner sins. “Mortify therefore your 
members… and covetousness, which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). Mortify means kill. 
Giving is not the only weapon, but it is one of the sharpest because it strikes at the idol’s 
throat. It says, you are not my master. You do not own me. You do not control my peace. 

The mind must also be trained. “Casting down imaginations… bringing into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:5). Covetousness preaches sermons 
in the mind all day. Giving interrupts those sermons. It is a loud act that says, God is 
enough. It is contentment made visible. It weakens the mental grooves that always run 
toward more. 

7. The Heart Restored: From Hoarding to Contentment to Worship 



The goal of giving is not to empty your bank account. The goal is to empty the idol’s throne. 
The goal is to restore God’s place in the heart. That is why Hebrews connects contentment, 
freedom from covetousness, and God’s presence. “Let your conversation be without 
covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have” (Hebrews 13:5). Then, “I will 
never leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5). A heart that believes God is near can 
open its hand, because it is not living in panic. 

Contentment is the soil where generosity grows. A discontent heart gives grudgingly. A 
content heart gives cheerfully. Contentment says, I have enough for obedience today. It 
says, God has provided. It says, God can provide again. That is the opposite of 
covetousness, which always says, not enough. Giving trains contentment, and 
contentment fuels giving, and both of them strengthen worship. 

This is why Proverbs 21:26 is so beautiful. It is not just a moral lesson. It is a spiritual 
contrast. One life is a bottomless pit. The other life is a channel. One life consumes. The 
other life blesses. One life is enslaved to craving. The other life is freed by trust. And the key 
difference is the hand. Covetousness closes it. Righteousness opens it. And that opening 
breaks the spell. 

Conclusion 

Proverbs 21:26 gives the cure in seed form by giving the contrast in one sentence, “He 
coveteth greedily all the day long: but the righteous giveth and spareth not” (Proverbs 
21:26). Covetousness clenches the fist because it is fear and idolatry dressed up as 
wisdom. It grips possessions as if they can provide peace, safety, and identity. 
Righteousness opens the hand because it trusts God, and that opening breaks the idol’s 
grip. This is not about bragging on generosity. It is about what generosity does to the heart. 
It dethrones the object and restores God’s place. 

Giving is spiritual warfare because covetousness is a daily appetite and it grows by feeding. 
When a man practices righteous giving, he is starving the idol that demands hoarding. He is 
declaring that God is his source, not his stash. He is living like a steward, not an owner, 
because “it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful” (1 Corinthians 4:2). And 
he is proving that his treasure will not chain his heart to the earth, because “where your 
treasure is, there will your heart be also” (Matthew 6:21). 

So I take Proverbs 21:26 as a daily mirror and a daily weapon. I refuse to serve mammon 
(Matthew 6:24). I refuse the fear that tells me to clamp down. I obey the command that 
builds freedom, “Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such 
things as ye have” (Hebrews 13:5). And I rest in the promise that makes an open hand 
possible, “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5). When God is enough, 



generosity is not a performance. It is a victory. It is the righteous contrast that breaks the 
spell and puts the idol back in the dust where it belongs. 

 

 

17 of 40: The Anatomy of Covetousness - Blessing the Covetous: When a Nation 
Applauds What God Abhors (Psalm 10:3) 
Main Passage: “For the wicked boasteth of his heart’s desire, and blesseth the 
covetous, whom the LORD abhorreth” (Psalm 10:3) 

Psalm 10:3 is one of those verses that feels like it was written with a newspaper in one hand 
and a Bible in the other, because it describes a society that has flipped the moral compass 
and calls evil good. “For the wicked boasteth of his heart’s desire, and blesseth the 
covetous, whom the LORD abhorreth” (Psalm 10:3). That is not just personal sin. That is 
cultural endorsement. That is a nation clapping for what God hates. That is a world where a 
man can be spiritually filthy and still be socially admired, because the culture praises 
accumulation and calls it success, praises appetite and calls it ambition, praises greed 
and calls it hustle, praises envy and calls it motivation, and praises covetousness and calls 
it a dream. 

Notice the language the Holy Ghost uses. The covetous are not merely mistaken. They are 
“whom the LORD abhorreth” (Psalm 10:3). Abhor is not mild dislike. Abhor is moral 
revulsion. It is the Lord looking at a thing and rejecting it as detestable. And while God 
abhors the covetous, the wicked bless them. That means there are two value systems 
running side by side, and they are not compatible. Heaven calls covetousness idolatry. The 
world calls it success. Heaven calls the covetous abominable. The world calls them 
admirable. Heaven warns, “Take heed, and beware of covetousness” (Luke 12:15). The 
world says, take heed and accumulate. 

This essay is a rebuke to the modern habit of admiring what the Lord abhors. That habit is 
not harmless. It trains the conscience. It shapes the imagination. It makes young people 
think their worth is what they own. It makes men think leadership is measured by wealth. It 
makes churches think blessing is proved by buildings and budgets. It makes families think 
love is proved by luxury. Then we wonder why contentment is rare, why envy is common, 
why marriages are strained, why people are drowning in debt, why men compromise 
convictions for gain, and why the name of Christ is dragged through the mud by 
“successful” religious hustlers. When a nation blesses the covetous, it is not only praising a 
sin. It is discipling souls into idolatry. 

1. Psalm 10:3 as a National X-Ray: Two Things the Wicked Do 



David exposes two cultural habits in one verse. First, “the wicked boasteth of his heart’s 
desire” (Psalm 10:3). That means desire is no longer ashamed. It is advertised. It is 
celebrated. The heart’s cravings become a brand. The culture tells you to follow your heart, 
express your desires, chase your dreams, and never apologize. That sounds empowering 
until you remember what God said about the heart. “The heart is deceitful above all things, 
and desperately wicked” (Jeremiah 17:9). When a man boasts of his heart’s desire, he is 
boasting of the very thing God warned him not to trust. 

Second, the verse says the wicked “blesseth the covetous” (Psalm 10:3). That means the 
culture pronounces favor on greed. It attaches praise, admiration, and reward to 
accumulation. It teaches people to clap for the man who gets more, even if he gets it by 
stepping on others, lying, manipulating, or selling his soul. The culture blesses him, and 
then the culture copies him. That is how covetousness spreads. It becomes contagious 
when it becomes admirable. 

Then David adds the divine verdict, “whom the LORD abhorreth” (Psalm 10:3). That last 
phrase is the thunder. It reminds you that heaven’s approval is not on the same scale as 
society’s applause. A man can be blessed by the wicked and abhorred by God at the same 
time. That is a terrifying sentence for anybody building their identity on praise. 

2. Covetousness as Idolatry: When a Culture Calls Worship “Hustle” 

The Bible does not treat covetousness as a harmless trait. Paul called it idolatry. 
“Covetousness, which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). That means covetousness is worship 
that has attached itself to a thing. It turns possessions into a god. It turns status into a god. 
It turns “more” into a god. Then it demands sacrifice. It demands time. It demands peace. It 
demands truth. It demands family. It demands purity. It demands integrity. It demands 
everything. 

The world will not call it idolatry. The world will call it ambition. The world will call it drive. 
The world will call it success. But the fruit always exposes the root. When a man will lie to 
get more, that is worship. When a man will compromise convictions to keep more, that is 
worship. When a man will neglect his wife and children to chase more, that is worship. 
When a man will step on people to climb, that is worship. He has found his god, and that 
god is mammon. Jesus said it plainly, “Ye cannot serve God and mammon” (Matthew 6:24). 
A culture that blesses the covetous is a culture that is training people to serve mammon 
and still call themselves moral. 

This is why Jesus warned, “Take heed, and beware of covetousness” (Luke 12:15). He did 
not warn about money only. He warned about the heart’s worship. And He exposed the lie 
of cultural success by saying, “A man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things 



which he possesseth” (Luke 12:15). The world’s definition of life is abundance. Christ’s 
definition of life is not. 

3. The Applause Machine: How Admiration Disciples the Soul 

A nation does not bless the covetous by writing laws alone. It blesses them by handing 
them applause. Applause is discipleship. It trains desire. It tells young men what to 
become. It tells young women what to chase. It tells families what to value. The culture’s 
heroes become its teachers, and when the heroes are covetous, the lesson is 
covetousness. 

That is why envy and comparison are epidemic. People are living in a nonstop showroom of 
other people’s highlight reels, measuring their portion against somebody else’s display, and 
feeling poor while sitting in blessings. Proverbs warned about the eyes never being 
satisfied. “Hell and destruction are never full; so the eyes of man are never satisfied” 
(Proverbs 27:20). In a covetous culture, the eyes are fed all day long, and the soul stays 
hungry all day long. 

This also explains why contentment sounds strange to modern ears. Contentment is 
treated like laziness. But Scripture commands contentment as warfare. “Let your 
conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have” 
(Hebrews 13:5). The culture teaches restless craving. God teaches restful trust. The culture 
blesses the covetous. God abhors the covetous. Somebody is lying, and it is not God. 

4. The Religious Version: When Churches Mirror the World’s Measurements 

A culture that blesses covetousness eventually pressures churches to measure 
themselves the same way. Then spiritual success gets measured by crowds, buildings, 
budgets, platforms, and applause. That is “scoreboard Christianity,” and it is deadly 
because it substitutes visible accumulation for invisible holiness. Covetousness can thrive 
in religion because it can hide behind spiritual language and still chase the same idol the 
world chases. 

Paul warned about the heart posture that treats godliness like a business. “From such 
withdraw thyself. But godliness with contentment is great gain” (1 Timothy 6:5-6). That 
verse exposes a whole industry of religious hustle where gain is the goal and God is the 
marketing tool. Then he warns, “They that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare” (1 
Timothy 6:9). That is not a warning about having money. That is a warning about setting the 
will on riches as the life goal. 

When churches begin blessing the covetous, they are doing what Psalm 10:3 describes, 
only now it is baptized. They bless the man with the biggest brand. They bless the preacher 



with the biggest platform. They bless the ministry with the biggest revenue. They bless the 
lifestyle and call it favor. Meanwhile, the Lord may be abhorring the covetous heart behind 
the show. That is sobering, because it means a man can be celebrated in religion and still 
be disgusting to God. “The LORD seeth not as man seeth” (1 Samuel 16:7). Man looks at the 
outward. God looks at the heart. 

5. The Rich Fool: Cultural Blessing and Divine Verdict Collide 

Jesus told a story that is the perfect collision of cultural applause and divine judgment, the 
rich fool (Luke 12:16-21). The man had increase. The culture would call him blessed. He 
built bigger barns. The culture would call him smart. He planned to relax and enjoy 
abundance. The culture would call him successful. Then God said, “Thou fool, this night thy 
soul shall be required of thee” (Luke 12:20). That is heaven’s verdict on a life that the world 
would applaud. 

Then Jesus asks the question that destroys covetous culture. “So is he that layeth up 
treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God” (Luke 12:21). The issue is not having 
possessions. The issue is laying up for self as the goal while ignoring God. That is 
covetousness. That is idolatry. That is a man blessing himself and being blessed by society 
while God calls him a fool. 

That is why Psalm 10:3 matters. It tells you not to trust the crowd’s blessing. The crowd can 
bless what God abhors. The crowd can clap for a man while heaven is preparing judgment. 
That means the safest life is not the most applauded life. The safest life is the most 
obedient life. 

6. The Moral Flip: When “Success” Justifies Sin 

When a nation blesses the covetous, it develops a dangerous habit, it justifies sin by 
outcome. If the man gets results, they excuse the methods. If he wins, they forgive the lies. 
If he profits, they overlook the harm. If he grows a brand, they ignore the compromises. That 
moral flip is exactly what Psalm 10 is describing. The wicked boast of desire and bless the 
covetous. The culture becomes an accomplice. 

The Bible never judged right and wrong by outcomes. It judged by God’s Word. “Thou shalt 
not covet” (Exodus 20:17). God did not add, unless you can turn it into a success story. God 
did not add, unless you can call it a dream. Covetousness remains sin whether the world 
praises it or not. And that is why the righteous must be careful what they admire. 
Admiration shapes appetite. Appetite shapes decisions. Decisions shape character. 
Character shapes destiny. 



This is also why giving becomes warfare in a covetous culture. Proverbs 21:26 says the 
righteous “giveth and spareth not” (Proverbs 21:26). That is a rebellion against the culture’s 
god. It is a declaration that accumulation is not ultimate. It is a refusal to be hypnotized by 
“more.” The righteous man’s open hand contradicts the covetous culture’s clenched fist. 

7. The Cure: Relearning Heaven’s Value System 

The cure for cultural covetousness is not whining about the times. It is rejecting the world’s 
value system and submitting to God’s. Scripture commands a different spirit. “Be content 
with such things as ye have” (Hebrews 13:5). Then it anchors that contentment in the 
presence of God. “For he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 
13:5). That promise is the death of covetous fear. It tells the soul that God Himself is 
enough. 

The cure also involves refusing to bless what God abhors. That means I must watch what I 
applaud. I must watch who I admire. I must watch what I call success. I must stop treating 
accumulation as proof of wisdom and start treating holiness as proof of wisdom. James 
said, “Who is a wise man… let him shew out of a good conversation his works with 
meekness of wisdom” (James 3:13). Meekness, not greed. Wisdom, not hustle. Works, not 
boasting of desire. 

And it means I must be rich toward God, not rich toward self. That is the lesson of Luke 12. 
That is the rebuke of Psalm 10:3. A culture can bless the covetous, but the Lord abhors 
them. I would rather be unknown on earth and approved in heaven than celebrated on 
earth and abhorred by God. When you get that settled, the applause machine loses its 
power to control you. 

Conclusion 

Psalm 10:3 exposes a culture that has reversed its values and started applauding what God 
hates. “For the wicked boasteth of his heart’s desire, and blesseth the covetous, whom the 
LORD abhorreth” (Psalm 10:3). That verse proves covetousness can become cultural, not 
just personal. Once the wicked bless the covetous, sin becomes normal, celebrated, and 
rewarded. Then a man can be spiritually filthy and still be socially admired, because the 
world praises accumulation and calls it success, praises appetite and calls it ambition, 
and praises idolatry and calls it a dream. 

But heaven’s verdict has not changed. Covetousness is still idolatry (Colossians 3:5). Life 
still does not consist in abundance (Luke 12:15). God still warns me to beware of 
covetousness (Luke 12:15). And the rich fool still stands as the monument of cultural 
blessing colliding with divine judgment, “Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of 
thee” (Luke 12:20). A man can be blessed by the crowd and cursed by God, applauded by 



men and abhorring to heaven. That is the horror of a nation applauding what the Lord 
abhors. 

So I reject the modern habit of admiring what God hates. I will not take my cues from a 
culture that blesses the covetous. I will be content with such things as I have (Hebrews 
13:5). I will measure success by obedience, not by accumulation. I will practice generosity 
as warfare because the righteous gives and spares not (Proverbs 21:26). And I will 
remember that the safest place in the world is not under society’s applause. It is under 
God’s approval, where a man can lose the world’s blessing and still gain the Lord’s smile. 

 

 

18 of 40: The Anatomy of Covetousness - The Prayer of War: Incline My Heart Away 
from Covetousness (Psalm 119:36) 
Main Passage: “Incline my heart unto thy testimonies, and not to covetousness” 
(Psalm 119:36) 

If a man is going to win the battle against covetousness, he has to stop pretending the 
battle is only out there in the marketplace, in the mall, in the bank, in the office, or in the 
driveway. The battle is in the heart, and the heart does not naturally lean toward God. It 
naturally leans toward idols. That is why Psalm 119:36 is not a pep talk. It is a plea. “Incline 
my heart unto thy testimonies, and not to covetousness” (Psalm 119:36). The psalmist 
does not brag about his discipline. He does not announce how strong he is. He does not 
say, I have mastered my desires. He asks God to bend him. He asks God to turn the inner 
steering wheel. He knows that if the heart is left alone, it will drift. 

That one verse destroys the modern lie that spiritual victory is merely a decision. There are 
decisions involved, but the psalmist is showing you that the deepest fight is not willpower, 
it is direction. Covetousness is a heart direction problem, not only a behavior problem. A 
man can stop buying things and still be covetous. A man can stop stealing and still be 
covetous. A man can stop outward acts and still be covetous because he still worships 
“more” inside. The heart is still angled toward idols, angled toward comparison, angled 
toward wanting, angled toward self, and if you do not address the angle, the behavior will 
eventually follow the direction. 

This essay is built to be a battle manual, because Psalm 119:36 gives you the right posture 
for daily warfare. Scripture intake must be paired with heart surrender. You can memorize 
verses and still love idols. You can read chapters and still crave the world. That is why the 
psalmist prays for inclination. He is asking God to make the Word attractive and to make 



covetousness repulsive. He is asking for appetite change. He is asking for heart gravity to 
be altered, because the heart naturally falls toward the earth unless God lifts it. 

1. The Honest Prayer: A Man Who Knows His Own Drift 

The beauty of Psalm 119 is that it is saturated with the Word of God, but it is also saturated 
with humility. The psalmist is not a swaggering religionist. He knows his weakness. He 
knows his tendency to wander. That is why he prays, “Incline my heart” (Psalm 119:36). He 
knows that the heart is not a neutral instrument. It does not sit still. It leans. It drifts. It 
pulls. And if you do not admit that, you will lose quietly and call it normal life. 

God already told you the truth about the heart. “The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked” (Jeremiah 17:9). That means you cannot trust the default setting. The 
default setting is self. The default setting is want. The default setting is idol making. That is 
why the psalmist is not praying like a philosopher. He is praying like a soldier. He is saying, 
Lord, my heart will lean toward covetousness if You do not bend it toward Your testimonies. 

That is the right mindset for this war. The man who thinks he is above covetousness is 
already in trouble. The man who thinks he cannot drift is already drifting. The psalmist 
starts with honesty, because honesty is the doorway to grace. God resists the proud and 
gives grace to the humble, and a humble man prays like Psalm 119:36, not because he is 
weak in God, but because he is honest about his flesh. 

2. Direction, Not Just Behavior: The Heart’s Steering Wheel 

Psalm 119:36 is about direction. Incline means bend, tilt, turn, angle. Covetousness is not 
only a behavior, it is a direction. It is the heart turned toward “more.” It is the heart turned 
toward what others have. It is the heart turned toward the world’s scoreboard. That 
direction produces behavior eventually, but the behavior is the fruit. The direction is the 
root. 

That is why Paul called covetousness idolatry. “Covetousness, which is idolatry” 
(Colossians 3:5). Idolatry is direction. It is worship oriented toward the wrong object. It is 
the heart bowed in the wrong direction. A man can clean up his outside and still be 
worshipping mammon inside. Jesus said, “Ye cannot serve God and mammon” (Matthew 
6:24). Serve is direction. It is allegiance. It is the heart’s steering wheel. 

And once you understand that, you stop treating covetousness like a small habit and you 
start treating it like a rival god. Jesus warned, “Take heed, and beware of covetousness” 
(Luke 12:15). He did not say, take heed and beware of shopping. He said covetousness, 
because covetousness is the desire engine behind the outward acts. You can change the 



outward acts for a season and still have the engine running. Psalm 119:36 is the prayer that 
addresses the engine. 

3. The Heart’s Natural Lean: Gravity Toward Idols 

The reason the psalmist prays to be inclined is because he knows the heart has gravity. It 
falls toward what it loves. It falls toward what it feeds. It falls toward what it stares at. It falls 
toward what it fantasizes about. It falls toward what it fears losing. It falls toward what it 
thinks will satisfy. That is why covetousness is so dangerous. It feels natural. It feels like 
normal desire. But the Bible draws a line and calls it sin. 

Exodus is plain. “Thou shalt not covet” (Exodus 20:17). Deuteronomy expands it. “Neither 
shalt thou desire… any thing that is thy neighbour’s” (Deuteronomy 5:21). That is heart 
language. That is internal. That is direction. God did not just outlaw theft. He outlawed the 
inner lean toward another man’s portion. That means the war is internal before it is 
external. 

This is also why contentment is commanded. “Let your conversation be without 
covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have” (Hebrews 13:5). Contentment 
is not laziness. Contentment is resisting heart gravity toward idols. It is the soul refusing to 
accuse God. It is the heart refusing to lean toward “more” as if “more” is salvation. The 
psalmist is praying for that kind of heart. 

4. Scripture Intake Paired with Surrender: Testimonies as the Antidote 

The psalmist does not merely pray, incline my heart away from covetousness. He prays, 
incline my heart “unto thy testimonies” (Psalm 119:36). Testimonies are God’s words, 
God’s judgments, God’s declarations, God’s truth about reality. That is the antidote to 
covetousness because covetousness is a lie. It says, if you have more, you will be satisfied. 
It says, if you get what they have, you will be at peace. It says, if you gain, you will live. Jesus 
answered that lie in one sentence. “A man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the 
things which he possesseth” (Luke 12:15). 

But Scripture intake by itself is not enough if the heart is not surrendered. A man can read 
the Bible like a textbook and keep idols alive. That is why the psalmist prays. He is not only 
reading. He is pleading. He is asking God to make the testimonies grip his heart. He is 
asking God to do what only God can do, change desire. He is asking God to make truth 
attractive. He is asking God to make covetousness bitter. 

This is what separates information from transformation. Scripture can sit in the mind while 
sin rules the heart. The devil knows Scripture and still hates God. The goal is not mere 
knowledge. The goal is obedience powered by love. That is why the psalmist prays for 



inclination, because he knows the heart must be moved toward the Word, not just exposed 
to it. 

5. Daily Discipline: A Battle That Must Be Fought Every Morning 

Psalm 119:36 is not a one time prayer. It is a daily prayer because covetousness is a daily 
temptation. Proverbs said the covetous man “coveteth greedily all the day long” (Proverbs 
21:26). That means if covetousness can operate all day long, the fight must also operate all 
day long. You do not win by having one good day and then coasting. You win by daily 
discipline. 

That is why Scripture uses warfare language for thoughts. “Casting down imaginations… 
bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:5). That is 
daily. Thoughts come daily. Comparisons come daily. Ads come daily. Temptations come 
daily. If you do not arrest them, they become sermons. Covetousness preaches to you all 
day, and if you listen, you will eventually obey. 

So Psalm 119:36 becomes a morning weapon and an evening weapon. Lord, incline my 
heart to Your testimonies. Lord, make me want Your Word more than I want the world. Lord, 
bend my heart away from covetousness. That is not weakness. That is intelligence. That is a 
man fighting the war at the level where the war is actually fought. 

6. The Will Cooperates: Mortifying Covetousness While God Inclines 

The psalmist prays, and God answers, but that does not remove responsibility. Prayer is not 
an excuse for passivity. Prayer is a confession of dependence. God inclines the heart, and 
the believer cooperates by mortifying sin. Paul commanded, “Mortify therefore your 
members… and covetousness, which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). Mortify means kill. It 
means refuse to feed. It means cut off the supply lines. 

This is where surrender becomes practical. If your eyes feed covetousness, you guard 
them. If your scrolling feeds covetousness, you discipline it. If your comparisons feed 
covetousness, you cut them off. If your friendships feed covetousness, you recalibrate 
them. If your habits feed covetousness, you change them. Prayer does not replace those 
actions. Prayer powers them. Prayer keeps you honest about why you are doing them, not 
to look holy, but to stay free. 

And when the will falters, you return to the prayer. That is the battle rhythm. Confession. 
Scripture. Surrender. Discipline. Repeat. A man who thinks he can win this war without 
prayer is depending on his flesh, and the flesh is exactly where covetousness lives. Jesus 
said covetousness comes from within (Mark 7:21-22). That means the war must be fought 
within, and prayer is the first weapon. 



7. The Goal: A Heart That Loves God More Than “More” 

Psalm 119:36 is ultimately a love prayer. Incline my heart unto thy testimonies. That is love. 
That is saying, Lord, make me want what You want. Make me love what You love. Make me 
hate what You hate. The psalmist knows that if his heart loves God’s testimonies, 
covetousness loses its charm. You cannot serve two masters (Matthew 6:24). If the heart is 
bent toward God, it is not bent toward mammon. 

This is why contentment is tied to God’s presence. “Be content with such things as ye 
have… for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5). God 
Himself is the portion. Covetousness says, my portion is not enough. Faith says, God is 
enough. When the heart believes God is enough, “more” stops being a savior and becomes 
just a tool, something God may give or withhold without shaking the soul. 

So the goal is not simply to stop coveting. The goal is to be inclined toward God. The goal is 
a heart whose default lean is worship, not want. That is what Psalm 119:36 is asking for. It is 
not a cosmetic change. It is a steering wheel change. It is the Lord turning the soul away 
from idols and toward truth. 

Conclusion 

Psalm 119:36 teaches me that fighting covetousness is not merely a decision, it is a 
pleading. “Incline my heart unto thy testimonies, and not to covetousness” (Psalm 119:36). 
The psalmist does not brag. He asks God to bend him because he knows the heart naturally 
leans toward idols. He knows the heart has gravity, and if God does not incline it toward His 
Word, it will drift toward “more,” drift toward comparison, drift toward entitlement, and drift 
toward idolatry. Covetousness is a heart direction problem, not only a behavior problem, 
and that is why the fight must start inside. 

This prayer also teaches that Scripture intake must be paired with heart surrender. 
Knowledge alone will not dethrone an idol. That is why the psalmist prays to be inclined 
unto God’s testimonies. He is asking for appetite change, for love change, for desire 
change. Jesus already exposed the lie covetousness preaches, “A man’s life consisteth not 
in the abundance of the things which he possesseth” (Luke 12:15). Paul already labeled 
covetousness what it is, idolatry (Colossians 3:5). The remaining question is whether the 
heart will be bent toward those truths or bent toward the world’s cravings. 

So I treat Psalm 119:36 like a daily battle manual. I pray it because covetousness can 
operate all day long (Proverbs 21:26), and the fight must operate all day long. I cast down 
imaginations and take thoughts captive (2 Corinthians 10:5). I mortify covetousness as 
idolatry (Colossians 3:5). And I keep returning to the promise that makes contentment 
possible, “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5). When God inclines the 



heart toward His testimonies, the idol loses its gravity, the cravings lose their charm, and 
the soul learns to walk through a covetous world without being owned by it. 

 

 

19 of 40: The Anatomy of Covetousness - Life is Not Abundance: The Lord’s Definition 
of Reality (Luke 12:15) 
Main Passage: “Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man’s life consisteth not 
in the abundance of the things which he possesseth” (Luke 12:15) 

Jesus Christ can take one sentence and turn an entire civilization upside down, and Luke 
12:15 is one of those sentences. “Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man’s life 
consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth” (Luke 12:15). That 
verse is not a gentle suggestion. It is a warning and a correction. The warning is, beware of 
covetousness, because it is a predator. The correction is, your definition of life is wrong if 
you think life equals abundance. The world survives by selling that lie. The devil survives by 
whispering that lie. And covetousness survives by feeding on that lie. So the Lord steps in 
and tells you reality from heaven’s perspective, and that reality demolishes the modern 
measuring stick. 

Covetousness lives on a false definition of life. It says life is possessions, upgrades, 
comforts, control, security, and status. It says life is having more than you had, more than 
your neighbor, more than your past, more than your rivals. It says if you can accumulate 
enough, you will finally rest. That is why covetousness never says enough. It is not 
measuring need, it is measuring identity. It is not measuring stewardship, it is measuring 
worth. And because it is measuring worth by abundance, it keeps the soul on a treadmill. 
You can run your whole life and never arrive. 

Jesus corrects the entire thing with one sentence. A man’s life does not consist in 
abundance. That means abundance can increase and life can still be dead. That means 
abundance can decrease and life can still be full. That means a man can have a garage full 
of toys and a heart full of misery. That means a man can have little and still have peace, joy, 
and contentment. That means heaven’s definition of life is not the same as the crowd’s 
definition of life, and the reader has to decide whose definition will govern him, the crowd’s 
or Christ’s. 

1. “Take Heed”: The Lord Treats Covetousness Like a Threat 

Jesus begins with a command before He gives the definition. “Take heed, and beware of 
covetousness” (Luke 12:15). Take heed means pay attention. Beware means danger is 



present. Covetousness is not presented as a minor flaw. It is presented as a threat that can 
ruin a man quietly. It can live behind respectability. It can hide behind ambition. It can hide 
behind provision for your family. It can hide behind ministry growth. It can hide behind “I 
deserve it.” That is why Jesus tells you to beware, because covetousness is deceptive. 

Jesus also lists covetousness among inner sins that defile a man. “For from within, out of 
the heart of men, proceed… covetousness” (Mark 7:21-22). That means you cannot fight it 
only with outward rules. You can restrict behavior and still have a covetous heart. 
Covetousness is a worship issue before it is a spending issue. Paul called it what it is. 
“Covetousness, which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). It is the heart bowing to a thing as if 
that thing can give life. 

So Christ warns you like a soldier warns you about a minefield. Take heed. Beware. Watch 
your heart. Watch your definitions. Watch the measuring stick you use. Because if you use 
the wrong measuring stick, you will call poison medicine and call bondage freedom. 

2. The Lord’s Definition of Reality: Life Does Not Equal Abundance 

Then Jesus gives the correction. “For a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the 
things which he possesseth” (Luke 12:15). That sentence is reality. Reality is not what the 
culture agrees on. Reality is what God says is true. The world sells a definition. Christ 
reveals a definition. And the definitions are not compatible. 

The world says, life is abundance. Christ says, life is not abundance. That means 
abundance is not the essence of life. Abundance is not the measure of life. Abundance is 
not the proof of life. Abundance is not the source of life. Abundance is a circumstance that 
can come and go, but life is deeper than circumstance. Life is relationship with God, life is 
obedience, life is purpose, life is truth, life is peace, life is righteousness, and without those 
things a man can have abundance and still be dead. 

This is why Scripture can say, “The blessing of the LORD, it maketh rich, and he addeth no 
sorrow with it” (Proverbs 10:22). The issue is not riches as a number, it is riches as a god. 
When riches become a god, sorrow comes with it. When the Lord blesses, He adds no 
sorrow with it. Covetousness always adds sorrow because it makes the soul restless, 
suspicious, bitter, and fearful. 

3. The World’s Measuring Stick: Possessions, Upgrades, Comforts, Control 

Covetousness survives because the world’s measuring stick is everywhere. It is on 
billboards. It is in music. It is in movies. It is in social media. It is in the way people brag. It is 
in the way people compare. It is in the way people judge each other. If you have more, you 
are “winning.” If you have less, you are “behind.” That is not reality, that is propaganda. 



The world measures life by possessions. It measures life by upgrades. It measures life by 
comforts. It measures life by control. Control is a big one, because covetousness is not 
only about things. It is about security. It is the desire to be untouchable. It is the desire to 
buffer yourself from pain, embarrassment, risk, and dependence. But life is not control. 
Life is surrender. Life is faith. Life is walking with God even when you do not control the 
outcome. 

Jesus warned that a man cannot serve two masters. “Ye cannot serve God and mammon” 
(Matthew 6:24). Mammon is not only money, it is the whole system of trusting possessions. 
If you serve mammon, you will interpret reality through the lens of gain and loss. If you 
serve God, you will interpret reality through the lens of truth and obedience. Covetousness 
is the religion of mammon, and it always comes with anxiety, because mammon is a cruel 
master. 

4. The Rich Fool: When Abundance Increases and Life Ends 

Right after Luke 12:15, Jesus tells the story of the rich fool (Luke 12:16-21). That story is the 
illustration of His definition. The man had abundance. His ground brought forth plentifully. 
He had so much that he needed bigger barns. In the world’s eyes, he was blessed. In 
heaven’s eyes, he was a fool. God said, “Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of 
thee” (Luke 12:20). That sentence is the final proof that life is not abundance. Abundance 
did not keep his soul. Abundance did not stop death. Abundance did not purchase one 
more breath. 

Then Jesus gives the spiritual verdict. “So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is 
not rich toward God” (Luke 12:21). There is the line. It is not wrong to have barns. It is wrong 
to have a heart that is laying up treasure for self as the goal while being poor toward God. 
That is covetousness. That is idolatry. That is a life built on a false definition, and it ends in 
judgment. 

The rich fool proves something else. He was planning to rest. He thought abundance would 
give rest. He said, “Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease” 
(Luke 12:19). That is covetousness talking. It promises ease. It promises rest. It promises 
satisfaction. But the rest never comes, and even if it did, death still comes. That is why 
Jesus defines life differently. He is saving you from building your house on sand. 

5. Contentment as Warfare: The Alternative Measuring Stick 

If life is not abundance, then what governs the soul. Scripture answers with contentment 
anchored in God. “Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with 
such things as ye have” (Hebrews 13:5). Then it gives the foundation. “For he hath said, I 



will never leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5). Contentment is not a mood. It is a 
weapon. It is the soul refusing the world’s definition of life and accepting Christ’s. 

Contentment does not mean you never improve anything. It means your peace is not 
chained to improvement. Contentment means you can work without worshipping. It means 
you can plan without panicking. It means you can desire without coveting. It means you 
can pursue goals without turning them into gods. That is what Luke 12:15 is protecting. It is 
protecting your heart from becoming a slave. 

Paul said he learned it. “I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content” 
(Philippians 4:11). Learned means it does not come naturally. Covetousness comes 
naturally. Contentment is learned by discipline, Scripture, prayer, gratitude, and trust. That 
is why covetousness survives so easily. It is the default drift of the flesh. That is why Christ 
commands take heed. You have to fight what comes naturally. 

6. The Inner Definition: Who Decides What Life Is 

Luke 12:15 forces a decision. Who defines life for you. The crowd or Christ. The crowd says 
you are what you own. Christ says that is a lie. The crowd says you are what you achieve. 
Christ says that is a lie. The crowd says you are what people think of you. Christ says that is 
a lie. The crowd blesses the covetous, but David said the Lord abhors them (Psalm 10:3). 
That means you can have a cultural blessing and a divine curse at the same time. That is 
terrifying. 

This is why the Bible warns about loving the world’s system. “Love not the world… For all 
that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not 
of the Father” (1 John 2:15-16). Covetousness lives in those lusts and that pride. It is the 
pride of life that measures worth by abundance. It is the lust of the eyes that is never 
satisfied. It is the lust of the flesh that wants comfort as a savior. Christ’s definition cuts 
through it. Life is not abundance. 

And once you accept Christ’s definition, you start reading your own life differently. You stop 
treating every lack as failure. You stop treating every hardship as God’s neglect. You stop 
treating every delayed desire as injustice. You start seeing that God can use lack to loosen 
your grip, use hardship to humble you, use waiting to train you, and use contentment to 
free you. Covetousness interprets God’s “no” as cruelty. Faith interprets God’s “no” as 
mercy. 

7. Rich Toward God: The True Abundance 

Jesus did not just say what life is not. He implied what life is. Life is being rich toward God. 
The rich fool was rich in grain and poor in God. Jesus said do not live like that (Luke 12:21). 



Being rich toward God means your heart treasures what God treasures. It means your 
priorities align with heaven. It means you measure success by obedience. It means you 
invest in eternal things. 

Paul told Timothy, “Charge them that are rich… that they be rich in good works, ready to 
distribute, willing to communicate” (1 Timothy 6:17-18). That is God’s definition of true 
richness. Not hoarding. Not clenching. Not building bigger barns as if barns are salvation. 
Being rich in good works, generous, ready to share. That is the opposite of covetousness. 

And if you want the ultimate proof, you look at Christ Himself. “For ye know the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor” (2 
Corinthians 8:9). Covetousness takes. Christ gives. Covetousness hoards. Christ empties 
Himself. Covetousness promises life through abundance. Christ gives life through sacrifice. 
So when Jesus defines life as not abundance, He is not being theoretical. He is defining life 
by His own cross shaped reality. 

Conclusion 

Luke 12:15 is the Lord’s definition of reality, and it demolishes the world’s measuring stick 
with one sentence. “Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man’s life consisteth not 
in the abundance of the things which he possesseth” (Luke 12:15). Covetousness survives 
by a false definition of life, that life equals possessions, upgrades, comforts, and control. 
Christ exposes that definition as a lie and warns that covetousness is a threat because it 
makes a man worship abundance as if abundance is life. But a man can have abundance 
and still be dead inside, and a man can have little and still be rich toward God. 

The rich fool proves it. He had increase, built bigger barns, and planned to rest, and God 
said, “Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee” (Luke 12:20). Abundance 
could not save him. Abundance could not add one night to his life. Abundance could not 
make him rich toward God. That story is heaven’s rebuttal to the modern economy of 
desire, and it forces the question, whose definition will govern you. The crowd’s or Christ’s. 

So I take Luke 12:15 as a daily line in the sand. I refuse the world’s scoreboard. I refuse to 
measure life by what can be stolen, rusted, or buried. I choose contentment as warfare, 
“Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye 
have” (Hebrews 13:5), because God’s presence is the true security, “I will never leave thee, 
nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5). And I aim to be rich toward God, not rich toward self, 
because the Lord’s definition of life is the only definition that still holds when the barns are 
full, the applause is loud, and the soul is required. 

 



 

20 of 40: The Anatomy of Covetousness - The Pharisee’s Laugh: Covetous Religion That 
Mocks the Truth (Luke 16:14) 
Main Passage: “And the Pharisees also, who were covetous, heard all these things: and 
they derided him” (Luke 16:14) 

There are sins that are ugly in the street and there are sins that are polished in the pew, and 
covetousness is one of the few sins that can wear a suit, carry a Bible, quote Scripture, and 
still be rotten to the core. Luke 16:14 is a terrifying verse because it exposes the 
combination that ruins the conscience without leaving obvious fingerprints. “And the 
Pharisees also, who were covetous, heard all these things: and they derided him” (Luke 
16:14). That is covetousness plus religion. That is a man with Bible vocabulary and an idol 
in his heart. That is a person who hears the truth and does not tremble, he laughs. He 
derides. He mocks. Because covetousness hates any preaching that threatens its idol. 

The Pharisees were not pagans in a bar. They were the religious professionals. They were 
the respectable men. They were the ones people assumed were closest to God. And the 
Holy Ghost calls them covetous. Not mistaken. Not misunderstood. Covetous. Then it says 
they derided Christ when He preached about money, masters, and the heart. That tells you 
something about covetousness. Covetousness does not merely desire. Covetousness 
defends. It defends its god. It protects its throne. It reacts with contempt toward any truth 
that would dethrone it. When the Word of God hits the idol, the covetous heart will either 
repent or it will ridicule, and ridicule is often the last defense of a guilty heart. 

This essay is aimed at respectable covetousness, the kind that hides behind spiritual 
vocabulary. It is the covetousness that does not look like a thief. It looks like a leader. It 
looks like a successful Christian. It looks like a polished family man. It looks like a faithful 
church member. But the idol is still there. The person still loves money, attention, and 
status more than God. They still measure life by applause. They still chase platform. They 
still hunger for recognition. And when the preaching cuts toward the idol, they laugh it off, 
call it extreme, call it old fashioned, call it legalism, call it bitterness, call it “not Christlike,” 
while their heart remains chained to mammon. Luke 16:14 exposes them, and it exposes 
the danger of being close to truth and still being covetous. 

1. The Holy Ghost’s Diagnosis: “Who Were Covetous” 

Luke does not hint. He labels. “The Pharisees also, who were covetous” (Luke 16:14). The 
Bible is not embarrassed to say that religious men can love money. The Bible is not shocked 
to say that spiritual leaders can be greedy. The Bible is not naive about the heart. It already 



told you, “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked” (Jeremiah 17:9). 
Religion does not automatically cure that. Religion can become the costume that hides it. 

Paul called covetousness idolatry. “Covetousness, which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). 
Idolatry is not only bowing to statues. It is bowing to something created, something visible, 
something measurable, something that can be counted. Money can be counted. Applause 
can be counted. Followers can be counted. Crowds can be counted. Titles can be counted. 
The Pharisee mind loves what can be counted because it can be compared. Covetousness 
thrives on comparison, and religion gives a man a spiritual scoreboard if he wants one. 

So Luke 16:14 is an x ray. It shows the tumor under the robe. It shows that you can have 
doctrine and still have an idol. You can have Scripture knowledge and still have a covetous 
heart. You can have outward discipline and still be inwardly enslaved. 

2. The Trigger: Hearing Truth That Threatens the Idol 

The verse says they “heard all these things” (Luke 16:14). What things. Christ had been 
teaching about stewardship, about being faithful in little, about not serving two masters, 
about God and mammon (Luke 16:10-13). Jesus said, “No servant can serve two masters… 
Ye cannot serve God and mammon” (Luke 16:13). That statement is a guillotine to a 
covetous heart. It chops the idol’s head off. It says you must choose. It says you cannot 
keep your religious costume and keep your mammon god at the same time. 

That is why covetous religion reacts the way it does. It can tolerate general sermons. It can 
tolerate vague encouragement. It can tolerate emotional stories. But when the Word of God 
puts a finger on the idol, the covetous heart is exposed, and exposure feels like threat. 
Covetousness wants to keep its throne in secret. It wants to be admired while it is 
worshipped. So when Christ speaks plainly, the Pharisees do not repent. They react. 

This is how you can identify covetous religion in any generation. Watch what makes them 
sneer. Watch what makes them mock. Watch what makes them dismiss. When preaching 
threatens their platform, they sneer. When truth threatens their financial security, they 
sneer. When Scripture threatens their reputation, they sneer. When Christ threatens their 
idol, they deride Him. 

3. The Pharisee’s Laugh: Derision as a Defense Mechanism 

“And they derided him” (Luke 16:14). That is not disagreement. That is contempt. That is 
the little laugh behind the hand. That is the smirk that says, I know better. That is mockery 
disguised as sophistication. Covetousness often chooses derision because derision is 
safer than repentance. Repentance costs the idol. Derision protects the idol. 



That is why the Pharisees were experts at attacking the messenger instead of answering the 
message. They called Christ a glutton and a winebibber (Matthew 11:19). They accused 
Him of casting out devils by Beelzebub (Matthew 12:24). They slandered. They twisted. 
They mocked. They did anything except bow. Because bowing would have meant losing 
control, losing prestige, losing the religious market they had built, losing the praise of men 
that they loved. 

Jesus exposed that love. He said, “How can ye believe, which receive honour one of 
another, and seek not the honour that cometh from God only” (John 5:44). That is 
covetousness in religious clothing. It covets honor. It covets status. It covets recognition. It 
covets the best seats. Jesus said the Pharisees loved “the chief seats in the synagogues” 
and greetings in the markets (Matthew 23:6-7). That is not just pride. That is coveting 
applause as a god. 

4. The Respectable Idol: Mammon Wearing a Halo 

Covetousness does not always look like cash. Sometimes it looks like attention. 
Sometimes it looks like influence. Sometimes it looks like being needed. Sometimes it 
looks like being admired. Sometimes it looks like spiritual rank. The Pharisees could not 
stand Christ because He threatened their whole system. Christ preached repentance from 
the heart. They preached righteousness as performance. Christ offered grace that humbled 
a man. They offered religion that flattered a man. 

Covetous religion loves anything that can be displayed. That is why it loves outward acts 
done to be seen. Jesus said they did their works “to be seen of men” (Matthew 23:5). That is 
covetousness. It is craving admiration. It is the pride of life. John warned, “The lust of the 
flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father” (1 John 2:16). 
Covetous religion is soaked in that pride because it is addicted to being perceived as holy. 

This is why a person can attend services and still be covetous. They can sing hymns and 
still be covetous. They can pray in public and still be covetous. They can talk about God and 
still worship mammon. Jesus said you cannot serve both (Luke 16:13). The only question is 
which one you are actually serving. 

5. Why Covetous Religion Hates Plain Preaching 

Covetousness hates preaching that threatens the idol. That is the simple explanation of 
Luke 16:14. The Pharisees heard Christ and derided Him because Christ’s words were 
aimed at the heart, not the costume. Covetous religion prefers sermons that soothe, not 
sermons that search. It prefers inspiration, not conviction. It prefers tips, not truth. It 
prefers being entertained, not being exposed. 



Paul warned Timothy about this spirit. “For the time will come when they will not endure 
sound doctrine” (2 Timothy 4:3). Not endure means they cannot tolerate it. It presses too 
hard. It threatens too much. It asks for surrender. It asks for change. Covetous religion does 
not want surrender. It wants control. It wants to keep the idol and keep the appearance. It 
wants to be religious and still be safe in the world’s system. 

That is why Christ’s statement about masters is so offensive. It removes neutrality. “Ye 
cannot serve God and mammon” (Luke 16:13). Covetous religion wants to serve both, and 
it wants to be praised for balancing both. Christ will not allow it. He forces a decision. 

6. The Inner Exposure: Justifying Yourself Before Men 

Right after Luke 16:14, Jesus says, “Ye are they which justify yourselves before men; but 
God knoweth your hearts” (Luke 16:15). That is the next verse, and it is the explanation. The 
Pharisee laughs because he is justifying himself. He is defending his image. He is 
protecting his reputation. But Christ goes past the image and says God knows your heart. 

Then Jesus adds a line that should make any religious hypocrite sweat. “For that which is 
highly esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of God” (Luke 16:15). That is Psalm 
10:3 in the New Testament, the wicked bless the covetous, whom the Lord abhors (Psalm 
10:3). Men can esteem what God hates. Men can applaud what God rejects. And religious 
men can be applauded while being abominable to God. 

That is why respectable covetousness is so dangerous. It can be highly esteemed. It can be 
rewarded. It can be promoted. It can be platformed. It can be called “blessed.” And all the 
while God is looking at the heart and calling it abomination. Jesus does not play with that. 
He exposes it because He loves truth more than reputation. 

7. The Cure: Choosing God Over Mammon in the Secret Place 

The cure for covetous religion is not joining another church. It is not learning new 
vocabulary. It is not polishing the outside. The cure is repentance in the secret place and 
surrender at the level of worship. Covetousness must be mortified because it is idolatry. 
“Mortify therefore your members… and covetousness, which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). 
Mortify means kill it, not manage it. If you keep petting the idol, it will keep ruling you. 

The cure is also a heart direction change through Scripture and prayer. “Incline my heart 
unto thy testimonies, and not to covetousness” (Psalm 119:36). That is a war prayer. It is 
admitting that the heart naturally leans toward idols, and asking God to bend it toward His 
Word. Covetous religion can quote testimonies but not be inclined to them. The cure is 
being inclined, loving the Word enough to obey it, trembling at it instead of laughing at it. 



And the cure is deciding whose honor you want. Jesus said the problem is receiving honor 
from men instead of seeking the honor from God (John 5:44). Covetous religion craves the 
wrong honor. The cure is to crave God’s approval more than the crowd’s applause. Once 
that is settled, the Pharisee’s laugh dies. A man stops deriding truth and starts receiving it. 

Conclusion 

Luke 16:14 exposes a terrifying combination, covetousness plus religion. “And the 
Pharisees also, who were covetous, heard all these things: and they derided him” (Luke 
16:14). They were religious and covetous, and because they were covetous they could not 
tolerate Christ’s preaching about masters and mammon. Covetousness hates any 
preaching that threatens its idol, so instead of repenting they derided Him. That is the 
Pharisee’s laugh, contempt as a defense mechanism, mockery as a shield to protect the 
god in the heart. 

This is where a person can know Bible words, attend services, and still love money, 
attention, and status more than God. They can be highly esteemed among men and 
abominable in God’s sight (Luke 16:15). They can justify themselves before men while God 
knows their hearts (Luke 16:15). They can look clean outside while being chained inside. 
That is respectable covetousness, and it is one of the most deadly forms of the sin because 
it hides under spiritual vocabulary. 

So I take Luke 16:14 as a warning to my own soul. I will not laugh at truth that cuts me. I will 
not mock preaching that threatens my idols. I will choose the Lord’s definition of life 
instead of the world’s, because “a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things 
which he possesseth” (Luke 12:15). I will pray the war prayer, “Incline my heart unto thy 
testimonies, and not to covetousness” (Psalm 119:36). And I will obey Christ’s dividing line, 
“Ye cannot serve God and mammon” (Luke 16:13). The Pharisee’s laugh may protect a 
reputation, but it will damn a heart if it refuses to repent. 

 

 

21 of 40: The Anatomy of Covetousness - Cloaked Greed: When Ministry Language 
Covers a Hungry Heart (1 Thessalonians 2:5) 
Main Passage: “For neither at any time used we flattering words, as ye know, nor a 
cloke of covetousness; God is witness” (1 Thessalonians 2:5) 

Covetousness does not always show up with a mask and a crowbar. Sometimes it shows 
up with a tie, a smile, a handshake, a Bible under the arm, and a mouth full of spiritual 
vocabulary. That is why 1 Thessalonians 2:5 is such a sharp verse for discernment. Paul 



said, “For neither at any time used we flattering words, as ye know, nor a cloke of 
covetousness; God is witness” (1 Thessalonians 2:5). That is not Paul trying to sound 
humble. That is Paul putting a line in the sand and saying, I know the temptations of 
ministry, I know how easily a man can turn preaching into performance, and I know how 
easily a hungry heart can hide behind holy language. 

Notice how Paul ties two things together, flattering words and a cloak of covetousness (1 
Thessalonians 2:5). Flattery is not kindness, flattery is manipulation. Flattery is language 
designed to hook you, disarm you, and make you feel safe while the speaker is aiming at 
something other than your soul. A cloak is something you throw over your real motives so 
nobody can see them. That means covetousness can hide. It can cover itself. It can dress 
itself up. It can present itself as care while it is actually appetite. It can present itself as 
ministry while it is actually marketing. It can present itself as compassion while it is 
actually control. 

This essay is meant to expose cloaked greed without turning you cynical. There is a 
difference between discernment and suspicion. Discernment is spiritual sight guided by 
Scripture. Suspicion is paranoia guided by bitterness. Paul was not paranoid. He was 
honest. He did not say every preacher is a hireling. He said the hireling exists, and the heart 
is capable of becoming one, so I lived in such a way that nobody could honestly accuse me 
of flattery or covetous covering. Then he added the heaviest witness possible, “God is 
witness” (1 Thessalonians 2:5). That is the kind of sentence a man does not say unless he is 
serious. The reader learns how to spot flattery, manipulation, and salesmanship when they 
replace truth, and the reader learns how to stay tender and charitable without being 
gullible. 

1. Paul’s Language: Flattery and a Cloak Are Not Innocent 

Paul begins with a negative. “Neither at any time used we flattering words” (1 
Thessalonians 2:5). That means Paul deliberately refused a method. He refused to preach 
like a salesman. He refused to win people by stroking their pride. He refused to build loyalty 
by feeding egos. He refused to create followers by making people feel special while 
avoiding truth. Flattering words are not truth. Flattery is a counterfeit of encouragement. 
Encouragement strengthens a man toward God. Flattery strengthens a man toward 
himself. 

Then Paul says, “nor a cloke of covetousness” (1 Thessalonians 2:5). The cloak imagery is 
important. Covetousness is idolatry in the heart. “Covetousness, which is idolatry” 
(Colossians 3:5). But idolatry does not always announce itself. It hides because it is 
ashamed of what it loves. So it cloaks itself in ministry words. It cloaks itself in tears. It 



cloaks itself in urgency. It cloaks itself in “God told me.” It cloaks itself in “the Lord laid it on 
my heart.” Sometimes those phrases are true. Sometimes they are a cloak. The difference 
is not the phrase. The difference is the motive. 

And that is why Paul says, God is witness (1 Thessalonians 2:5). He is saying, I am not 
asking you to trust my personality. I am not asking you to be hypnotized by my tone. I am 
living before the eyes of God. That is the opposite of cloaked greed, because cloaked greed 
lives for the eyes of men. 

2. How Ministry Becomes Performance: When the Audience Becomes the Master 

Anytime a man starts preaching to keep an audience instead of preaching to please God, 
he is on the edge of covetousness. Not always money covetousness, sometimes approval 
covetousness. Sometimes platform covetousness. Sometimes status covetousness. The 
Pharisees were covetous and derided Christ (Luke 16:14) because covetousness hates 
preaching that threatens the idol. If the idol is reputation, then hard truth feels like danger. 
If the idol is income, then hard truth feels like risk. If the idol is influence, then hard truth 
feels like self destruction. So the man begins to smooth the message, soften the edges, 
keep the crowd happy, keep the donors calm, keep the controversy down, and he calls it 
wisdom. Paul called that a cloak. 

Paul explains his motive plainly in the same passage. “Not as pleasing men, but God, which 
trieth our hearts” (1 Thessalonians 2:4). That is the dividing line. Covetous ministry pleases 
men to keep what it wants. Faithful ministry pleases God even if it loses what it could have 
gained. The crowd cannot try the heart. God does. The crowd cannot see motive. God does. 
That is why the fear of God is the cure for covetous ministry. 

When Jesus said, “Ye cannot serve God and mammon” (Luke 16:13), He was not only 
talking about money. Mammon is the whole system of serving gain as a master. If a minister 
serves gain, whether gain is cash, applause, or power, he cannot serve God faithfully at the 
same time. He will eventually bend the message to protect the gain. 

3. Flattery as a Hook: The Sweet Voice With the Hidden Hand 

Flattery is one of the easiest tools for cloaked greed because it feels kind. It feels gentle. It 
feels loving. But it is often bait. Flattery tells you what you want to hear so you will give what 
the speaker wants to get. Paul refused that method. “Neither at any time used we flattering 
words” (1 Thessalonians 2:5). That means he did not butter people up to extract something 
from them. He did not use spiritual compliments as fishing hooks. 

The Bible warns about that kind of speech. “A man that flattereth his neighbour spreadeth a 
net for his feet” (Proverbs 29:5). A net is hidden. A net is designed to trap. Flattery is not 



harmless. It is a net. It catches a man by his pride. It makes him feel safe while it binds him. 
That is why flattery is a sign to watch for when someone is constantly praising you, 
constantly affirming you, constantly stroking you, and then slowly steering you toward 
giving, loyalty, dependence, or control. 

True ministry can encourage. True ministry can comfort. True ministry can build up. But it 
will not manipulate. It will not trap. It will not spread nets. Paul said he did not use flattery 
because he knew how easily ministry can become a performance designed to extract 
something from people. Flattery is the perfume of covetousness when covetousness is 
trying to smell like holiness. 

4. The Cloak of Covetousness: Holy Words Used as Cover 

A cloak is not the sin itself. A cloak is the cover that hides the sin. A covetous man can 
cloak himself by sounding spiritual. He can talk about sacrifice while he lives in luxury. He 
can talk about humility while he craves honor. He can talk about faith while he pressures 
people. He can talk about “sowing” while he is harvesting. He can talk about the Lord while 
he is serving mammon. 

Jesus warned that some religious leaders devour and then pray. “Which devour widows’ 
houses, and for a pretence make long prayer” (Mark 12:40). Pretence is a cloak. Long prayer 
becomes a cover. Religious language becomes camouflage. That is the danger Paul is 
addressing. He is saying, we did not do that. We did not use the language of ministry as a 
cover for appetite. 

This is why discernment must be grounded in Scripture. You cannot judge a man by his 
vocabulary because covetous men can learn vocabulary. You cannot judge a man by his 
tone because covetous men can practice tone. You cannot judge a man by his charisma 
because covetous men can be charming. You have to judge by fruit and by method and by 
whether the truth is being preached plainly or replaced with salesmanship. Paul did not 
manipulate. He did not flatter. He did not cloak. He preached truth under the fear of God. 

5. Manipulation Replacing Truth: Salesmanship in the Pulpit 

When salesmanship replaces truth, ministry becomes a transaction. The preacher 
becomes a marketer. The people become customers. The gospel becomes a product. And 
everything is built around outcomes, not obedience. That spirit is the opposite of apostolic 
ministry. Paul said he preached the gospel in much affliction, not in comfort (1 
Thessalonians 2:2). He said he did not seek glory of men (1 Thessalonians 2:6). Those 
statements are poison to a covetous heart because a covetous heart wants the benefits of 
ministry without the cost. 



The New Testament describes the danger of men using religion for gain. “Supposing that 
gain is godliness” (1 Timothy 6:5). That is a covetous mindset. It treats ministry success as 
proof of divine favor while ignoring motive and doctrine and holiness. Paul’s answer is 
simple. “Godliness with contentment is great gain” (1 Timothy 6:6). Covetous ministry is 
never content. It always needs more. More money. More attention. More influence. More 
numbers. More applause. It covets and calls it vision. 

So the reader learns to look for signs of salesmanship, constant emotional pressure, 
constant urgency, constant flattery, constant manipulation, constant appeals that are 
heavy on fear and light on Scripture. That does not mean every appeal is wrong. It means 
you test the spirit by the Book. Paul said God is witness. The true minister can live with God 
watching, not just people watching. 

6. Discernment Without Cynicism: Testing Without Becoming Bitter 

Now here is where people get damaged. They see one covetous minister and they become 
cynical about all ministry. That is not discernment. That is a wound. Discernment does not 
make you cold. Discernment makes you careful. Suspicion makes you harsh. Discernment 
can still love. Discernment can still honor faithful men. Discernment can still support good 
work. It simply refuses to be fooled by a cloak. 

The Bible commands testing. “Prove all things; hold fast that which is good” (1 
Thessalonians 5:21). Proving is not cynicism. Proving is obedience. You test the message. 
You test the methods. You test the fruit. You test the doctrine. And you do it with humility, 
knowing your own heart can drift toward covetousness too. That keeps you from becoming 
arrogant. You do not become a self appointed executioner. You become a watchman with a 
Bible. 

This is also why Paul’s example is so important. He did not only warn. He modeled. He lived 
in such a way that the Thessalonians could say, yes, we saw that. “As ye know” (1 
Thessalonians 2:5). His life matched his message. That is how discernment stays 
balanced. You do not become cynical because you have seen real faithfulness. You do not 
become gullible because you have seen real deception. You become steady. 

7. The True Mark of Pure Ministry: God is Witness 

Paul ends the sentence with a courtroom phrase. “God is witness” (1 Thessalonians 2:5). 
That is the ultimate safeguard against covetousness. The fear of God. If a man knows God 
is watching, he cannot live a double life easily. If a man knows God tries the heart, he 
cannot be satisfied with performance. If a man knows he will answer to Christ, he cannot 
treat people like a marketplace. 



And that brings the reader back to the heart. Covetousness is not only money. It is worship 
misdirected. It is the heart loving the wrong thing. That is why the war prayer matters. 
“Incline my heart unto thy testimonies, and not to covetousness” (Psalm 119:36). A faithful 
minister must pray that prayer too, because the temptation is real. Ministry puts a 
microphone near a man’s flesh. If his heart is not inclined to God’s testimonies, the flesh 
will use the microphone for gain. 

So the true mark is not polish. It is not charisma. It is not a smooth voice. It is not flattering 
words. It is a life lived under the witness of God, a message preached to please God, and a 
heart that refuses to cloak covetousness with holy language. That kind of ministry will be 
truthful, sometimes sharp, sometimes tender, but always honest. It will not sell. It will not 
manipulate. It will not flatter. It will preach Christ and let God do the work. 

Conclusion 

1 Thessalonians 2:5 exposes a danger that is easy to miss because it wears religious 
clothing. “For neither at any time used we flattering words, as ye know, nor a cloke of 
covetousness; God is witness” (1 Thessalonians 2:5). Paul knew covetousness can wear a 
tie, carry a Bible, and speak politely. He knew how easily ministry can become 
performance for gain, how flattery can become a hook, how manipulation can replace 
truth, and how spiritual vocabulary can become a cloak that hides a hungry heart. So he 
refused the method and refused the motive. 

This does not turn me cynical. It turns me discerning. I prove all things (1 Thessalonians 
5:21). I watch for flattering nets (Proverbs 29:5). I remember the Lord’s verdict that a man 
cannot serve God and mammon (Luke 16:13). I remember that covetousness is idolatry 
(Colossians 3:5). And I remember that God tries hearts, not crowds, not donors, not 
audiences (1 Thessalonians 2:4). A man can fool people with a cloak, but he cannot fool 
God. 

So the battle is fought in the secret place before it is fought in the pulpit. The cure is the fear 
of God and the love of truth. The cure is a heart that prays, “Incline my heart unto thy 
testimonies, and not to covetousness” (Psalm 119:36). The cure is preaching that refuses 
flattery and refuses salesmanship, preaching that tells the truth plain and lets God be 
witness. When ministry language is clean, it points to Christ. When ministry language is a 
cloak, it points to gain. And the difference is always the same, whether the preacher is 
living for the eyes of men or under the eyes of God. 

 

 



22 of 40: The Anatomy of Covetousness - Merchandise Religion: Buying and Selling 
Souls (2 Peter 2:3) 
Main Passage: “And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make 
merchandise of you” (2 Peter 2:3) 

There is a version of religion that is not a church at all, it is a shop, and the pulpit is not a 
pulpit, it is a counter. The preacher is not a shepherd, he is a salesman, and the people are 
not sheep, they are customers. That is not a new problem, and it is not a rare problem, and 
the Holy Ghost called it out long before modern media ever put a microphone in a con 
man’s hand. “And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise 
of you” (2 Peter 2:3). That verse is not a mild caution. It is a prophecy and a warning. It says 
covetousness in spiritual leadership produces a religious marketplace, and in that 
marketplace people are treated like merchandise. 

The ugliest fruit of covetousness in spiritual leadership is that it uses religious talk to 
extract money, loyalty, and control. It does not aim at your soul, it aims at your wallet, your 
dependence, your admiration, your obedience to the personality, and your fear of leaving. It 
does not feed you. It feeds on you. And Peter says the mechanism is “feigned words” (2 
Peter 2:3), words that are shaped, crafted, staged, and acted. Feigned words sound 
spiritual but they are not sincere. They are a costume. They are a cloak. They are vocabulary 
used as a tool. That kind of religion can smile while it bites. 

This is not written to make you bitter. It is written to make you biblical. Discernment is not 
cynicism. Discernment is obedience. The Bible itself tells you that wolves exist and that 
wolves use words. It tells you that covetousness is not only a private sin, it can become a 
public industry. And because Peter wrote this by the inspiration of God, you do not have to 
guess. You can spot the pattern the way Scripture shows it, not by paranoia, not by a sour 
spirit, but by the Book. When a man is making merchandise of people, the fruit shows up in 
his methods, in his message, in his pressure tactics, in his obsession with gain, and in the 
way he treats the flock as a resource instead of a responsibility. 

1. Peter’s Prophecy: “Shall They” Means This Was Coming 

Peter does not say might. He says “shall.” “Through covetousness shall they… make 
merchandise of you” (2 Peter 2:3). That is prophetic certainty. That means the church age 
would not be free of religious predators. It means there would be a spiritual marketplace. It 
means there would be smiling wolves. It means there would be men who can quote 
Scripture while draining people. And if the Holy Ghost says it would happen, then any 
believer who refuses to believe it will be an easy target. 



Jesus already warned about false prophets. “Beware of false prophets, which come to you 
in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves” (Matthew 7:15). That is the same 
picture Peter is describing. Sheep’s clothing is appearance. Ravening is appetite. Wolves 
do not shepherd. Wolves consume. Wolves do not protect. Wolves prey. And the reason 
they can get close is because they wear a costume that looks safe. 

Peter says the engine behind them is covetousness. Covetousness is idolatry in a suit. 
“Covetousness, which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). It is worship directed toward gain. It is 
the heart serving mammon. Jesus said, “Ye cannot serve God and mammon” (Luke 16:13). 
But false teachers try to do exactly that. They use God talk to serve mammon. They use the 
name of Jesus to sell a product. They use religion to build a brand. They use the flock as a 
revenue stream. 

2. The Core Mechanism: “Feigned Words” Are Acting, Not Preaching 

Peter says they do it “with feigned words” (2 Peter 2:3). Feigned means fake, staged, 
performed. It is acting. It is the religious version of a commercial. It is words selected not 
for truth but for effect. Feigned words are crafted to produce a response. They are not 
designed to honor God. They are designed to move you, pressure you, flatter you, scare 
you, or excite you, so you will do what the speaker wants. 

Paul refused that method. “Neither at any time used we flattering words… nor a cloke of 
covetousness; God is witness” (1 Thessalonians 2:5). Flattery is one of the most common 
feigned tools. It hooks pride. It disarms discernment. It makes people feel safe while they 
are being steered. Proverbs warned, “A man that flattereth his neighbour spreadeth a net 
for his feet” (Proverbs 29:5). A net is a trap. Flattery is a trap. It is feigned words with a 
hidden agenda. 

Feigned words also include spiritual jargon used as leverage. “The Lord told me.” “God 
showed me.” “Touch not mine anointed.” “If you leave, you are rebelling.” “If you question, 
you are carnal.” “If you do not give, you are robbing God.” Some of those phrases are pulled 
from Scripture and twisted. That is why they work. Feigned words often borrow Bible 
language and then attach it to manipulation. They weaponize holy things for unholy gain. 

3. “Merchandise of You”: When People Become Products 

The phrase “make merchandise of you” (2 Peter 2:3) is ugly on purpose. Merchandise is 
what you sell. Merchandise is not a person. Merchandise is an object for profit. When a 
teacher makes merchandise of people, he treats them like inventory. He measures them by 
what they can provide. He counts them like numbers. He targets them like prospects. He 
keeps them like assets. That is not shepherding. That is exploitation. 



This is what Jesus condemned when He cleansed the temple. “Make not my Father’s house 
an house of merchandise” (John 2:16). He did not merely dislike the noise. He hated the 
commercialization of worship. He hated turning sacred space into a marketplace. The 
same spirit shows up anytime a ministry’s main energy is extracting, selling, upselling, and 
monetizing everything, while starving the people of truth. 

Merchandise religion uses people to build the leader. The leader is the brand. The leader is 
the product. The leader is the star. The people exist to prop that up. Real ministry is the 
opposite. Real ministry pours out. Paul said, “We were willing to have imparted unto you, 
not the gospel of God only, but also our own souls” (1 Thessalonians 2:8). That is shepherd 
language. It is giving, not taking. It is sacrifice, not consumption. 

4. The Pattern: Money, Loyalty, and Control as the Real Harvest 

Peter names the engine, covetousness (2 Peter 2:3), and covetousness always has a 
harvest. Sometimes it is money. Sometimes it is loyalty. Sometimes it is control. Often it is 
all three. Merchandise religion does not just want your offering. It wants your dependence. 
It wants your allegiance to the personality. It wants you afraid to leave. It wants you 
suspicious of anybody outside the system. It wants you isolated so you have no 
comparison point. It wants you so emotionally invested that questioning feels like betrayal. 

That is why covetous religion hates Bereans. The Bereans searched the Scriptures daily to 
see if what they heard was true (Acts 17:11). A true teacher welcomes that. A false teacher 
fears that. A shepherd wants you rooted in the Word. A wolf wants you rooted in his voice. A 
shepherd points you to Christ. A wolf points you back to himself. 

Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice” (John 10:27). Wolves imitate voices, but they cannot 
reproduce the fruit of Christ’s voice, which is liberty. “Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there 
is liberty” (2 Corinthians 3:17). Merchandise religion produces bondage. It produces fear. It 
produces pressure. It produces shame. It produces constant urgency. It produces 
dependence on the personality, not dependence on God. 

5. The Outcome: A Religious Marketplace Full of Smiling Wolves 

Peter’s language implies a marketplace because merchandise belongs to markets. That is 
why this is not a small warning. It is a prophecy of a religious economy where wolves can 
thrive. And they thrive because the flesh loves what they sell. They sell promises without 
repentance. They sell blessing without holiness. They sell comfort without the cross. They 
sell success without surrender. They sell God as a means to get what you want. That is 
covetousness packaged as spirituality. 



Paul warned about men who treat gain as godliness. “Supposing that gain is godliness” (1 
Timothy 6:5). That is the mindset behind merchandise religion. If the ministry is growing 
financially, they call it blessing. If the leader is living large, they call it favor. If the brand is 
expanding, they call it revival. But the Bible calls for another measure. “Godliness with 
contentment is great gain” (1 Timothy 6:6). Contentment is the opposite of covetous 
expansion. Covetousness always needs more. 

Peter also says their judgment is not sleeping. “Whose judgment now of a long time 
lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not” (2 Peter 2:3). That sentence is 
frightening because it tells you God is watching the marketplace. He is not impressed with 
the show. He is not fooled by the smile. He is not moved by the crowd. He will judge the 
wolves. 

6. How to Spot It Biblically: Methods, Message, Fruit 

This is where the reader needs practical discernment without bitterness. The Bible gives 
tests. Jesus said, “Ye shall know them by their fruits” (Matthew 7:16). Fruit is not charisma. 
Fruit is not popularity. Fruit is not production quality. Fruit is doctrine, character, method, 
and the effect on the flock. Wolves leave people drained, confused, dependent, and 
worldly. Shepherds leave people fed, strengthened, grounded, and pointed to Christ. 

Watch the method. Are they using flattery nets (Proverbs 29:5). Are they using constant 
pressure. Are they using feigned urgency. Are they selling fear. Are they demanding loyalty. 
Are they punishing questions. Are they threatening people with God’s wrath for leaving their 
system. Those are all signs of a wolf. 

Watch the message. Is Christ central, or is gain central. Is repentance preached, or is 
comfort preached. Is holiness emphasized, or is indulgence justified. Is the cross 
preached, or is the lifestyle preached. Jesus said, life is not abundance (Luke 12:15). 
Merchandise religion defines life as abundance and then sells you the path to it. That is why 
it is so appealing. It feeds covetousness while pretending to fight it. 

And watch the fruit in you. Does it produce liberty and gratitude, or does it produce anxiety 
and greed. Hebrews commands, “Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be 
content with such things as ye have” (Hebrews 13:5). If a ministry constantly stirs 
discontent, constantly stirs craving, constantly stirs comparison, constantly stirs pressure 
to give beyond wisdom, it is feeding covetousness, not mortifying it. 

7. The Guardrail: Stay Tender, Stay Scriptural, Stay Free 

Peter’s warning is not an excuse to hate everyone. It is a command to stay awake. The 
guardrail is the Word of God. If you stay in the Book, you will not be easily merchandised. A 



man who knows Scripture cannot be easily hypnotized by feigned words. A man who knows 
Christ’s voice is harder to trap by a wolf’s imitation. 

The guardrail is also prayer. “Incline my heart unto thy testimonies, and not to 
covetousness” (Psalm 119:36). That prayer keeps you from being drawn into the same 
covetous spirit you are trying to avoid. It keeps your heart clean while you keep your eyes 
open. It keeps you from becoming cynical. You can spot wolves and still love sheep. You 
can reject manipulation and still honor true ministry. You can refuse the marketplace and 
still support faithful work. 

And the guardrail is remembering that true ministry gives rather than takes. The righteous 
gives and spares not (Proverbs 21:26). Paul imparted his soul (1 Thessalonians 2:8). Christ 
laid down His life (John 10:11). That is the model. If a man’s ministry is built on extracting, 
selling, controlling, and commodifying, it is not apostolic. It is merchandise religion, and 
Peter says it is driven by covetousness (2 Peter 2:3). 

Conclusion 

2 Peter 2:3 is one of the clearest warnings in the New Testament about the ugliest fruit of 
covetousness in spiritual leadership. “And through covetousness shall they with feigned 
words make merchandise of you” (2 Peter 2:3). Covetousness becomes an engine, feigned 
words become the tool, and people become the product. That is not a small warning. It is a 
prophecy of a religious marketplace full of smiling wolves, men who use religious talk to 
extract money, loyalty, and control while pretending they are serving God. 

But the Lord did not leave me helpless. He told me to beware of covetousness (Luke 12:15). 
He told me I cannot serve God and mammon (Luke 16:13). He told me to prove all things (1 
Thessalonians 5:21). He told me to recognize flattery nets (Proverbs 29:5). He showed me 
the difference between a shepherd who gives and a wolf who feeds on the flock. And He 
promised that the judgment of these merchandisers is not slumbering (2 Peter 2:3). 

So I refuse to be merchandised. I stay in the Book. I test the methods and the message by 
Scripture. I stay tender toward God’s people while staying hard toward wolves. I pray for a 
heart inclined to God’s testimonies and not to covetousness (Psalm 119:36). And I keep my 
eyes on Jesus Christ, who never sold souls, never used feigned words, never peddled 
religion, and never treated people like inventory. He laid down His life for the sheep, and 
any ministry that does not smell like that cross is not worth buying. 

 

 



23 of 40: The Anatomy of Covetousness - Eyes Full of Adultery: Covetousness as 
Sexual Hunger (2 Peter 2:14) 
Main Passage: “Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; beguiling 
unstable souls: an heart they have exercised with covetous practices; cursed 
children” (2 Peter 2:14) 

Covetousness is one of the devil’s favorite sins because it can wear a hundred disguises 
and still be the same disease underneath. Most people hear the word and think money, 
houses, cars, upgrades, comfort, and control, and that is part of it, but it is not the whole 
thing. Covetousness is wanting what is not yours, craving what God has fenced off, and 
resenting the boundaries that keep you safe. That is why Peter puts lustful eyes and 
covetous practices in the same verse. “Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease 
from sin… an heart they have exercised with covetous practices” (2 Peter 2:14). You cannot 
read that and keep pretending covetousness is only about cash. Peter ties sexual hunger to 
covetousness because they share the same root, discontent with God’s boundaries. 

The Holy Ghost also shows you how sin becomes normal, not by a lightning strike, but by 
training. “An heart they have exercised with covetous practices” (2 Peter 2:14). Exercised is 
workout language. It means practiced. It means repeated. It means developed like a 
muscle until the man no longer feels strange doing it. He does not tremble anymore. He 
does not blush anymore. He does not grieve anymore. He has trained his conscience to 
stop talking. And once the heart is trained that way, the eyes become trained, the 
imagination becomes trained, the appetite becomes trained, and the man becomes the 
kind of person who “cannot cease from sin” (2 Peter 2:14). That is not a man who fell. That 
is a man who practiced. 

This essay is designed to make people stop compartmentalizing sin. The same covetous 
root that reaches for another man’s property reaches for another man’s wife. The same 
inner hunger that says, I deserve more money says, I deserve more pleasure. The same 
discontent that says God shorted me financially says God shorted me romantically. And 
the same refusal to be content with what God provided turns into the same kind of 
bitterness, manipulation, and secret feeding. God wrote the tenth commandment for a 
reason. “Thou shalt not covet” (Exodus 20:17). Deuteronomy makes it even plainer by 
putting desire right next to it. “Neither shalt thou desire thy neighbour’s wife… neither shalt 
thou covet… any thing that is thy neighbour’s” (Deuteronomy 5:21). Same root, different 
fruit. Covetousness is not a small sin because it crosses every boundary the moment the 
heart stops respecting God’s fences. 

1. One Verse, Two Sins, One Root: Peter’s Diagnosis 



Peter does not separate lust and covetousness like modern Christians do. He puts them in 
one breath. “Having eyes full of adultery… an heart they have exercised with covetous 
practices” (2 Peter 2:14). Eyes full means the eyes are loaded, stocked, and stuffed with 
images. It is not a glance. It is a pantry. It is a library. It is a catalog. And it says those eyes 
“cannot cease from sin” (2 Peter 2:14). That is not weakness. That is addiction. That is 
appetite ruling the will. 

Then Peter drops the real cause. The heart has been exercised, trained, worked out, 
developed “with covetous practices” (2 Peter 2:14). The heart is the engine. The eyes are 
the window. The actions are the exhaust. If you want to fix the exhaust while leaving the 
engine intact, you will lose. Jesus said sin comes from within. “For from within, out of the 
heart of men, proceed… adulteries… covetousness” (Mark 7:21-22). He listed them 
together because they grow in the same soil. 

That soil is discontent with God’s boundaries. God sets a fence and covetousness stares at 
the fence. God says, this is yours, and covetousness says, not enough. God says, this is 
holy, and covetousness says, boring. God says, this is forbidden, and covetousness says, 
exciting. That is why you cannot treat sexual sin like a separate category for “struggling 
men” and treat money sin like a separate category for “ambitious men.” It is the same heart 
wanting what it cannot have, and resenting the God who said no. 

2. Eyes Full of Adultery: The Look That Becomes a Lifestyle 

Peter says, “Having eyes full of adultery” (2 Peter 2:14). That means adultery is not only in 
the bed. It starts in the gaze. It starts in the look that lingers. It starts in the imagination that 
begins to write scripts. Jesus said it plainly. “Whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after 
her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart” (Matthew 5:28). The world 
laughs at that because the world measures sin by physical contact. God measures sin by 
heart contact. 

The look that lingers is not neutral. It is feeding. Proverbs tells you eyes never fill up. “Hell 
and destruction are never full; so the eyes of man are never satisfied” (Proverbs 27:20). 
That is why lust is never satisfied. That is why pornography never satisfies. That is why 
fantasy never satisfies. It trains the eyes to demand more, and it trains the soul to feel 
empty when it does not get it. Covetousness is the same. It trains a man to feel poor no 
matter how much he has. 

That is why Peter’s language is so blunt. Eyes full of adultery means the man is carrying a 
constant internal adultery. He can walk into a room and his eyes start shopping. He can be 
around people and his eyes start pricing bodies like merchandise. He can be on a screen 



and his eyes start devouring. That is not romance. That is covetousness. It is wanting what 
is not yours and consuming what you were not given. 

3. “Cannot Cease from Sin”: When Repetition Becomes Bondage 

Peter’s next phrase is a funeral bell. “That cannot cease from sin” (2 Peter 2:14). That is 
what happens when practice becomes bondage. Sin is always sold as freedom, but it ends 
in chains. “Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye 
are” (Romans 6:16). The yielding comes first, then the servitude comes later. A man yields 
with his eyes, yields with his thoughts, yields with his clicks, yields with his fantasies, and 
then one day he discovers he cannot cease. He has trained himself to need it. 

This is why the Bible speaks of training in both directions. Peter says they exercised their 
hearts in covetous practices (2 Peter 2:14). That is training toward sin. But Scripture also 
calls for training toward godliness. “Exercise thyself rather unto godliness” (1 Timothy 4:7). 
The heart is going to be trained by something. Either you train it with covetous practices or 
you train it with godliness. Either you feed the flesh or you feed the Spirit. “Walk in the 
Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh” (Galatians 5:16). 

A man does not wake up suddenly cursed. Peter calls them “cursed children” (2 Peter 2:14) 
because the path has a destination. You practice sin long enough and you train your 
appetite to hate light. You train your mind to justify darkness. You train your conscience to 
go quiet. Then you become the kind of man who laughs at conviction and calls it legalism. 
That is not freedom. That is a hardened heart. 

4. Covetous Practices: The Same Hunger in a Different Outfit 

Peter uses the phrase “covetous practices” (2 Peter 2:14). Practices means habits, 
routines, behaviors that repeat. Covetousness is not always a feeling. It becomes a 
lifestyle. And here is the connection. Lustful eyes are covetous eyes. They are eyes that 
want to take what does not belong to them. That is why Deuteronomy connects coveting a 
neighbor’s wife with coveting a neighbor’s goods (Deuteronomy 5:21). The same inner 
reach is present. 

The tenth commandment did not say, do not have ambition. It said, do not covet what 
belongs to another. “Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s wife… nor any thing that is thy 
neighbour’s” (Exodus 20:17). The neighbor’s wife is included because sexual coveting is 
coveting. It is theft in the heart. It is the soul reaching across the line and saying, I want 
what is not mine. It is the heart disrespecting God’s distribution and God’s boundaries. 

This is why sexual sin and material sin often travel together. Not always in the same forms, 
but in the same spirit. A man who cannot be content in his marriage often cannot be 



content in his possessions. A man who is always chasing the next thrill is often always 
chasing the next purchase. A man who is always comparing his wife to someone else is 
often always comparing his life to someone else. Comparison is the devil’s measuring 
stick, and covetousness is the fuel that keeps the measuring running. 

5. Discontent with Boundaries: The Real Fight Behind Both Sins 

At the root of covetousness is a rebellion against the fence. God puts fences around things 
for a reason. The fence around marriage is not cruelty. It is protection. “Marriage is 
honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge” 
(Hebrews 13:4). The fence around contentment is not poverty. It is freedom. “Let your 
conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have” 
(Hebrews 13:5). The fence around holiness is not boredom. It is life. “This is the will of God, 
even your sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication” (1 Thessalonians 4:3). 

Covetousness hates fences because fences remind the flesh that it is not God. 
Covetousness is idolatry because it wants a created thing to be the source of peace. 
“Covetousness, which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). Lust is the same. Lust wants a body, a 
thrill, a fantasy to be the source of peace. But peace does not come from breaking fences. 
Peace comes from trusting the Fence Maker. 

That is why the war is not just behavior management. The war is heart inclination. “Incline 
my heart unto thy testimonies, and not to covetousness” (Psalm 119:36). If the heart is 
inclined toward God’s Word, it will start loving God’s boundaries. If the heart is inclined 
toward covetousness, it will start resenting God’s boundaries. A man cannot love God and 
hate God’s fences at the same time. If he hates the fence, he will eventually break it. 

6. The Training of the Heart: Exercised Like a Muscle Until Sin Feels Normal 

Peter’s word exercised is one of the most frightening words in the whole chapter (2 Peter 
2:14). It means the heart was trained. It means sin was practiced. It means the man did not 
just fall. He rehearsed. He repeated. He developed. He built spiritual muscle memory in 
the wrong direction. And once a sin becomes muscle memory, it feels normal. It feels like 
part of you. It feels like your right hand. That is why Jesus talked about drastic measures. “If 
thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out” (Matthew 5:29). He is not telling you to mutilate your 
body to get to heaven. He is telling you the war is deadly and you have to treat it as deadly. 

The heart becomes exercised by what it repeatedly allows. James shows the progression. 
“Every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when 
lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death” 
(James 1:14-15). Drawn away. Enticed. Conceived. Brought forth. Finished. That is a 
process. That is training. That is exercise in darkness until death feels normal. 



The Bible gives the opposite strategy. “Make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts 
thereof” (Romans 13:14). Provision is pantry language. It is stocking supplies. If a man 
keeps stocking the pantry of lust, he should not be shocked when hunger shows up. If a 
man keeps feeding covetousness with images, comparisons, and fantasies, he is exercising 
his heart in covetous practices. And Peter is saying, that kind of exercising produces a man 
who cannot cease. 

7. No More Compartmentalizing: One Heart, One Lord, One War 

Here is where the Holy Ghost forces the issue. Stop compartmentalizing sin. Stop acting 
like money sins are one category and sex sins are another category, and pride sins are 
another category, and envy sins are another category. Jesus said these things proceed from 
within (Mark 7:21-22). That means there is one engine. The engine is the heart. The war is 
not a collection of small battles. It is one big battle for the heart’s worship. 

That is why the Bible calls for capturing thoughts. “Bringing into captivity every thought to 
the obedience of Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:5). Lust is thought first. Covetousness is thought 
first. Adultery is thought first. Theft is thought first. Sin is rehearsed in the mind before it is 
committed in the body. If a man keeps treating his thoughts like harmless birds, he will 
soon have a nest in his hair. Job understood that, and he made a covenant with his eyes. “I 
made a covenant with mine eyes; why then should I think upon a maid” (Job 31:1). 
Covenant means contract. It means commitment. It means he treated the eye gate as a 
battlefield. 

And the last piece is the Lord’s definition of life. “Take heed, and beware of covetousness: 
for a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth” (Luke 
12:15). If life is not abundance, then sex is not life either. Pleasure is not life. Thrill is not life. 
Novelty is not life. Christ is life. If Christ is life, then the fences are not prisons. They are 
protection, and the commandments are not chains. They are guardrails that keep the soul 
from driving off a cliff. 

Conclusion 

2 Peter 2:14 exposes covetousness in its ugliest and most revealing form, not just greed for 
money, but greed for bodies, for pleasure, for what is not yours. “Having eyes full of 
adultery, and that cannot cease from sin… an heart they have exercised with covetous 
practices” (2 Peter 2:14). Peter ties lustful eyes to covetous practices because both grow 
from the same root, discontent with God’s boundaries. The eyes become a shopping cart, 
the heart becomes a gymnasium of repetition, and sin becomes normal through practice 
until a man cannot cease. That is why compartmentalizing is a lie. The same heart that 



covets money can covet a neighbor’s wife. The same hunger that reaches for possessions 
can reach for forbidden pleasure. One root, many fruits. 

The Bible draws the line in the tenth commandment and refuses to let me pretend I am 
clean because I did not touch. “Thou shalt not covet” (Exodus 20:17). Jesus pushes it 
deeper and tells me the look that lusts is already adultery in the heart (Matthew 5:28). 
James shows me how lust conceives and gives birth to sin and then death (James 1:14-15). 
Paul tells me covetousness is idolatry (Colossians 3:5) and commands me to make no 
provision for the flesh (Romans 13:14). None of that is written to shame a repentant man. It 
is written to wake up a sleepy man before he trains his heart into bondage. 

So I treat this as war and not as a small habit. I pray, “Incline my heart unto thy testimonies, 
and not to covetousness” (Psalm 119:36). I make a covenant with my eyes (Job 31:1). I take 
thoughts captive to Christ (2 Corinthians 10:5). I refuse to live by the world’s definitions, 
because life is not abundance (Luke 12:15), and life is not lust either. Life is Christ, and 
when the heart is satisfied in Him, the fences stop feeling like oppression and start feeling 
like mercy. Covetousness is the hunger that never says enough, but Christ is the Shepherd 
that makes the soul lie down in green pastures, and no man has to be a slave to practiced 
sin if he will stop feeding it and start obeying the Book. 

 

 

24 of 40: The Anatomy of Covetousness - Church Separation: Living in a Covetous 
World Without Becoming It (1 Corinthians 5:10) 
Main Passage: “Yet not altogether with the fornicators of this world, or with the 
covetous, or extortioners, or with idolaters; for then must ye needs go out of the 
world” (1 Corinthians 5:10) 

There is a kind of Christian who thinks holiness means hiding, and there is a kind of 
Christian who thinks liberty means blending, and both of them are wrong. Paul put the truth 
right in the middle of those two ditches when he wrote to the Corinthians. “Yet not 
altogether with the fornicators of this world, or with the covetous… for then must ye needs 
go out of the world” (1 Corinthians 5:10). That sentence is the tension of the Christian life. 
You cannot avoid sinners in the world without leaving the world. You cannot avoid covetous 
people in the world without moving to the moon. Covetousness is not a rare disease in 
society, it is the air people breathe, and the world does not merely tolerate it, the world 
worships it. 

The point is not isolation. The point is vigilance. You are going to work with covetous men. 
You are going to buy from covetous merchants. You are going to compete against covetous 



businesses. You are going to watch covetous advertising. You are going to hear covetous 
bragging. You are going to be pressured by covetous expectations. And if you do not stay 
awake, you will begin to normalize what God calls idolatry. Paul said, “Covetousness, 
which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). That means you are not dealing with a harmless 
personality trait. You are dealing with worship gone wrong. You are dealing with a false god 
that people bow to every day, sometimes openly and sometimes politely. 

So this essay is practical. It is not a lecture from a monastery. It is marching orders for living 
in a covetous world without becoming it. It is how to keep a clean heart while doing 
business, working a job, paying bills, raising a family, and living among people who worship 
more. It is learning how to be in the world but not of it, how to have a conscience that stays 
tender, how to work hard without worshipping gain, how to prosper without being 
possessed by prosperity, and how to deal honestly with people who treat life as 
abundance. Jesus said, “Take heed, and beware of covetousness” (Luke 12:15). Paul is 
showing you what that looks like on Monday morning. 

1. Paul’s Clarification: Separation Is Not Escape From Society 

Paul said, “Yet not altogether with… the covetous… for then must ye needs go out of the 
world” (1 Corinthians 5:10). That means separation does not mean you never speak to lost 
people. It does not mean you never do business with sinners. It does not mean you never 
work a job where the boss is greedy. It means you understand the difference between 
contact and fellowship, between interaction and participation, between being present and 
being polluted. 

If you take separation and turn it into escape, you end up disobeying Christ’s commission. 
You cannot preach the gospel to the world if you refuse to live near it. You cannot be salt if 
you never touch meat. You cannot be light if you hide under a bushel. The Christian life is 
not a bunker. It is a battlefield. The Lord prayed, “I pray not that thou shouldest take them 
out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil” (John 17:15). That is the 
balance. Not out of the world, but kept from the evil. 

So Paul’s sentence is sanity. You will have contact with covetousness because you live in 
the world. The key is that covetousness does not get contact with your heart. You can be 
around greedy men and still be content. You can handle money and still be clean. You can 
buy and sell and still worship Christ, not mammon. 

2. The World Normalizes Covetousness as Lifestyle and Calls It Wisdom 

The world does not call covetousness sin. The world calls it ambition. The world calls it 
hustle. The world calls it drive. The world calls it success. The world praises the covetous. 
“For the wicked boasteth of his heart’s desire, and blesseth the covetous, whom the LORD 



abhorreth” (Psalm 10:3). That verse explains why this is so dangerous. The crowd blesses 
what God abhors. So if you take your moral cues from the crowd, you will end up 
applauding the very idol that is destroying you. 

That is why Jesus warns like a soldier. “Take heed, and beware of covetousness” (Luke 
12:15). Beware means danger. Covetousness is dangerous because it slips into the mind as 
normal thinking. It begins as comparison, then becomes discontent, then becomes 
craving, then becomes justification, then becomes compromise. It does not begin as a 
robbery. It begins as a thought, “I should have that,” “I deserve that,” “Why not me.” And 
then the heart starts accusing God. 

Paul said the fix is contentment. “Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be 
content with such things as ye have” (Hebrews 13:5). Contentment is not laziness. It is 
spiritual freedom. It is the soul refusing to bow to the world’s definition of life. Because 
Christ said life is not abundance (Luke 12:15). If you believe that, the world’s pressure loses 
its power. 

3. Doing Business Without Getting Bought: Honest Scales and Clean Motives 

If you live in the world, you will buy and sell. You will negotiate. You will earn. You will pay. 
The question is, can you do that without becoming covetous. The Bible says yes, but only if 
you keep your heart clean and your hands honest. God hates dishonest business. “A false 
balance is abomination to the LORD: but a just weight is his delight” (Proverbs 11:1). 
Covetousness loves false balances because covetousness wants gain without 
righteousness. 

You can work hard without worshipping work. You can pursue profit without selling your 
conscience. You can build a business without building an idol. The problem is not money. 
The problem is love. “For the love of money is the root of all evil” (1 Timothy 6:10). Love is 
worship language. When money becomes the object of love, it becomes the master. Jesus 
said you cannot serve two masters (Luke 16:13). That means every believer has to decide 
who the boss is when money is involved. 

So the practical guardrail is this. Keep accounts, but do not let accounts keep you. Make 
plans, but do not let plans rule you. Work diligently, but do not let work replace God. Use 
money as a tool, not as a throne. The world will pressure you to cut corners, shade truth, 
exaggerate, oversell, manipulate, and justify it as business. Scripture says, keep a clean 
heart and keep a straight scale. 

4. Working Jobs Among Covetous People: Staying Sane in the Break Room 



Most believers are not living in a monastery, they are living in a workplace. That means you 
will be around covetous talk. You will hear bragging. You will hear complaining. You will 
hear gossip fueled by envy. You will hear bitterness about who got promoted. You will hear 
people measure life by what they own and what they can buy next. If you are not careful, 
you will begin to breathe it in without noticing. 

Paul’s counsel forces you to treat this as a heart matter, not a geography matter. The 
answer is not running from every covetous person, because then you would have to leave 
the world (1 Corinthians 5:10). The answer is guarding your heart while you are there. “Keep 
thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life” (Proverbs 4:23). Covetousness 
is an inside sin. It enters through the eye gate, through comparison, through constant talk 
of more, and it settles in the heart if the heart is left unguarded. 

So you practice contentment as warfare. Hebrews 13:5 ties contentment to God’s 
presence. “Be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, 
nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5). If God is present, you are not lacking the essential thing. 
The world says the essential thing is more money. God says the essential thing is His 
presence. That changes how you survive a covetous environment. You can listen without 
swallowing. You can be cordial without being converted to their idol. 

5. Social Pressure and Advertising: The Eye Gate is a Shopping Cart 

The modern world is a covetous machine. It is designed to stir desire. It is designed to make 
you feel behind. It is designed to make you feel incomplete. It is designed to make you 
crave upgrades. That is why this series started with the eye gate, because what you stare at 
becomes what you desire. “Hell and destruction are never full; so the eyes of man are never 
satisfied” (Proverbs 27:20). The eyes never say enough. And if the eyes are your master, you 
will never be content. 

Jesus said adultery begins with looking to lust (Matthew 5:28), and Peter tied lustful eyes to 
covetous practices (2 Peter 2:14). That means the eye gate is a battlefield in every category, 
money and sex and status and comfort. If you feed your eyes constantly with other people’s 
lifestyles and highlights, you will train your heart to feel poor even when you are blessed. 
Comparison turns blessings into burdens. 

So the practical move is discipline. Not isolation, discipline. You choose what you look at. 
You choose what you let in. You choose what you scroll. You choose what you replay. 
Because if you do not, the world will feed your eyes and then sell you the cure for the 
hunger it created. The Bible’s cure is not shopping, it is contentment, gratitude, and fear of 
God. 

6. The Church Boundary: Not Fellowshipping With Covetous “Brethren” 



Now Paul’s point in 1 Corinthians 5 is not only about the world. He is also correcting 
confusion in the church. He explains that he was not telling them to avoid all sinners in the 
world. He was telling them not to keep company with a professing brother who lives in open 
sin. “But now I have written unto you not to keep company, if any man that is called a 
brother be… covetous” (1 Corinthians 5:11). That is the distinction. The world is the mission 
field. The church is the fellowship. 

You can work with a covetous lost man. You may have to. You can buy from a covetous 
merchant. You may have to. But you do not fellowship with a man inside the church who 
claims Christ while living in covetousness as a lifestyle, because it corrupts the body and 
teaches others that God does not care. Paul’s instruction is church discipline for the purity 
of the assembly. 

This is not cruelty. This is protection. The church is supposed to be a place where 
covetousness is named as idolatry and mortified, not excused. “Mortify therefore your 
members… and covetousness, which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). When covetousness is 
tolerated inside the body, the body starts thinking the idol is acceptable. Paul says no. You 
do not normalize it in the church just because it is normal in the world. 

7. Keeping a Clean Heart in a Dirty Economy: Gratitude, Giving, and God’s Definition of 
Life 

So how do you keep a clean heart while living among people who worship more. You keep 
Christ’s definition of life in your mind every day. “A man’s life consisteth not in the 
abundance of the things which he possesseth” (Luke 12:15). If you forget that, the world 
will disciple you. If you remember that, you can live free. 

You also practice giving as spiritual warfare. Proverbs shows the contrast. “He coveteth 
greedily all the day long: but the righteous giveth and spareth not” (Proverbs 21:26). 
Covetousness clenches the fist. Righteousness opens it. Giving breaks the spell because it 
tells the heart, God is my provider, not my stash. It dethrones the idol by refusing to worship 
it. 

And you keep your heart inclined to the Word. “Incline my heart unto thy testimonies, and 
not to covetousness” (Psalm 119:36). That prayer keeps you honest. It keeps you from using 
the world’s language to excuse the world’s idol. It keeps you from turning ambition into 
worship. It keeps you from thinking you are clean because you are religious while your heart 
is hungry. The heart always leans somewhere. Either it leans toward testimonies or it leans 
toward covetousness. You cannot drift toward holiness. You drift toward idolatry. Holiness 
is fought for. 

Conclusion 



1 Corinthians 5:10 gives the believer a sane, workable Christianity, not a fantasy life. “Yet 
not altogether with… the covetous… for then must ye needs go out of the world” (1 
Corinthians 5:10). You cannot avoid covetous people in the world without leaving the 
world. The point is not isolation. The point is vigilance. The world normalizes covetousness 
as lifestyle, calls it ambition, praises it as wisdom, and blesses what God abhors (Psalm 
10:3). So the believer has to stay awake, guarding the heart while living among people who 
worship more. 

This becomes practical in business, in jobs, in daily life. You keep honest scales because 
God hates false balances (Proverbs 11:1). You work hard without worshipping gain because 
the love of money is the root of all evil (1 Timothy 6:10). You watch the eye gate because the 
eyes are never satisfied (Proverbs 27:20). You refuse to let advertising and comparison 
disciple your soul. You stay in contact with the world as a mission field, but you do not let 
the world’s idol move into your heart. 

And you keep the boundary inside the church where Paul meant it to be kept, not 
fellowshipping with a professing brother who lives covetously (1 Corinthians 5:11), because 
the church is not supposed to normalize idolatry. You mortify covetousness because it is 
idolatry (Colossians 3:5). You practice contentment anchored in God’s presence (Hebrews 
13:5). You practice giving because it breaks the spell (Proverbs 21:26). And you cling to 
Christ’s definition of life, that life is not abundance (Luke 12:15). That is how you live in a 
covetous world without becoming it, not by hiding, not by blending, but by walking through 
it with a guarded heart, a clean conscience, and a Bible that still tells you what is holy while 
the world tells you what is normal. 

 

 

25 of 40: The Anatomy of Covetousness - Church Discipline: When a Covetous Brother 
Must be Confronted (1 Corinthians 5:11) 
Main Passage: “But now I have written unto you not to keep company, if any man that 
is called a brother be… covetous… with such an one no not to eat” (1 Corinthians 5:11) 

There are sins that embarrass a church, and there are sins that poison a church, and 
covetousness is one of the ones that can do both while still smiling on Sunday. People treat 
covetousness like a harmless quirk because it does not always show up with handcuffs. 
They call it ambition. They call it drive. They call it being “good with business.” They call it 
being “motivated.” But the Holy Ghost does not call it any of those things. Paul calls it 
serious enough to affect fellowship. “But now I have written unto you not to keep company, 



if any man that is called a brother be… covetous… with such an one no not to eat” (1 
Corinthians 5:11). That is not a suggestion. That is an apostolic command. 

Paul places covetousness in a list with fornication, idolatry, railing, drunkenness, and 
extortion (1 Corinthians 5:11). That list is not random. It is a list of sins that spread. They 
corrupt. They stain the conscience of the assembly. They make love hypocritical and trust 
impossible. Covetousness is not only a private desire, it becomes a public spirit. It turns 
people into stepping stones. It makes relationships transactional. It turns ministry into a 
marketplace. It makes the church feel like a competition instead of a family. And the longer 
it is tolerated, the more normal it becomes, until the whole body begins to excuse what 
God calls idolatry. “Covetousness, which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). 

This essay is written to be firm without being cruel. Church discipline is not revenge. It is 
not public shaming for entertainment. It is not a tool for leaders to flex authority. It is a 
painful act of love designed to protect the flock and, if possible, restore the offender. Paul 
wrote to the Galatians, “Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, 
restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be 
tempted” (Galatians 6:1). Firm does not mean vicious. It means clear. Love does not mean 
tolerant of corruption. It means willing to confront it before it spreads. If a covetous brother 
is allowed to live covetously without confrontation, the church eventually pays the bill in 
broken trust, divided fellowship, and a spiritual atmosphere where mammon is honored 
and Christ is dishonored. 

1. Paul’s Boundary: “If Any Man That Is Called a Brother” 

Paul begins with identity. “If any man that is called a brother” (1 Corinthians 5:11). That is 
the key that keeps this passage from being abused. Paul is not telling you to police the lost 
world. He already clarified that in verse 10. You cannot avoid covetous people in the world 
without leaving the world (1 Corinthians 5:10). The world is the mission field. The church is 
the fellowship. This command is aimed at a professing brother, someone claiming Christ, 
someone living among the saints, someone participating in the body, while living in open 
sin. 

That matters because the church is not a social club. It is the body of Christ. When 
someone claims to be part of the body while living covetously, he is teaching the body a lie. 
He is teaching that covetousness is compatible with Christianity. He is teaching that 
idolatry can sit next to worship and be called normal. Paul says no. If he is called a brother 
and he is living in these sins, fellowship has to be addressed. 

This protects the church from two extremes. One extreme is isolation from sinners in 
general, which is impossible and unbiblical. The other extreme is a church that has no 



boundaries, where anybody can live any way they want while claiming Christ and still enjoy 
full fellowship. Paul’s command tells you the church has a line, and the line is drawn 
around unrepentant sin inside the fellowship. 

2. Why Covetousness Makes the List: It Is a Heart Sin That Becomes a Church Spirit 

People are surprised that covetousness is in that list because covetousness often looks 
respectable. But that is exactly why it is dangerous. Covetousness is idolatry dressed as 
normal life. It looks like “building.” It looks like “growing.” It looks like “expanding.” It looks 
like “planning.” But underneath it can be a hungry heart that cannot be content, and hungry 
hearts do not build churches, they consume them. 

Covetousness turns the church into a place of competition. It fosters comparison, and 
comparison is the devil’s measuring stick. It turns service into leverage. It turns giving into 
bragging. It turns leadership into control. It turns ministry into a ladder. It turns people into 
resources, and once people become resources, love dies. Paul said charity “seeketh not 
her own” (1 Corinthians 13:5). Covetousness seeks its own all day long. Those two spirits 
cannot live together peacefully. 

That is why Paul commands, “Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be 
content with such things as ye have” (Hebrews 13:5). Contentment is not optional in the 
Christian life, it is warfare against idolatry. If contentment is neglected in a church, 
covetousness will fill the vacuum, and the church will start feeling like the world with 
hymns. 

3. “Not to Keep Company”: Fellowship Is Not Endorsement 

Paul says, “Not to keep company” (1 Corinthians 5:11). That phrase is not about basic 
civility. It is about fellowship that implies approval. Fellowship in Scripture is shared life, 
shared worship, shared intimacy in the body. When the church maintains normal 
fellowship with a brother living covetously, the church is communicating that the sin is 
acceptable. It is teaching the weaker saints that covetousness is not a big deal. It is 
teaching the young believers that idolatry can be hugged and still be called brotherhood. 

Paul also adds, “with such an one no not to eat” (1 Corinthians 5:11). Eating is fellowship. 
Eating is closeness. Eating is warmth. Paul is not calling for hatred. He is calling for 
distance with purpose. The distance is meant to wake the offender up, to show the 
seriousness of the sin, and to protect the body from pretending everything is fine when it is 
not. 

This is where discipline is often misunderstood. People think discipline is the opposite of 
love. In Scripture, discipline is one of love’s hard forms. “For whom the Lord loveth he 



chasteneth” (Hebrews 12:6). If the Lord disciplines His children, the church cannot pretend 
that love means letting sin spread unchecked. Love sometimes has to be strong enough to 
say no. 

4. What It Does Not Mean: Not a Witch Hunt, Not Perfectionism, Not Crushing the 
Weak 

This passage is not a license for a witch hunt. Paul is not telling you to interrogate every 
man’s bank account and guess at his motives. Covetousness can be hidden, and the 
church is not omniscient. This passage deals with a brother who is “be” covetous (1 
Corinthians 5:11), meaning it is a known pattern, a manifest lifestyle, a public spirit, not a 
private temptation confessed and fought. 

It also does not mean the church demands perfection before fellowship. Every believer 
battles the flesh. The issue is not temptation. The issue is unrepentant practice. The issue 
is a man who refuses correction, refuses accountability, and insists on living covetously 
while still enjoying the benefits of Christian fellowship. That poisons the church because it 
turns grace into permission and fellowship into endorsement. 

It also does not mean cruelty. Paul’s goal is not to crush. His goal is to correct. Later, Paul 
speaks about restoring discipline cases so the offender is not swallowed up with overmuch 
sorrow (2 Corinthians 2:7). That shows you discipline has an end, and the end is restoration 
when repentance is real. The church is supposed to be firm against sin and tender toward 
repentance. 

5. How Covetousness Poisons Love, Trust, and Integrity in the Church 

Covetousness destroys trust because covetousness cannot be trusted. A covetous man 
will use people. He will flatter to get what he wants. He will manipulate to protect what he 
has. He will shade truth to gain advantage. He will treat relationships like transactions. And 
once that spirit is tolerated, the whole church starts walking on eggshells. People start 
wondering who is sincere and who is angling. Love becomes guarded. Fellowship becomes 
cautious. Giving becomes suspicious. Service becomes political. That is poison. 

Covetousness also poisons integrity. When money and gain become the unspoken idol in a 
church, decisions become corrupted. Ministries are shaped around donors instead of 
doctrine. Hard preaching is softened to keep supporters. Compromise is excused as 
wisdom. And the church begins to mirror the world’s marketplace. Peter warned about 
making merchandise of people through covetousness (2 Peter 2:3). That can happen when 
covetous men are tolerated in leadership or influence. The church starts selling instead of 
shepherding. 



And covetousness poisons unity because it breeds envy and comparison. James said, 
“Where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work” (James 3:16). 
Covetousness fuels envy. Envy fuels strife. Strife breaks the body. So when Paul draws a 
line at covetousness, he is protecting the church from becoming a place of quiet 
competition instead of Christlike love. 

6. The Process: Confrontation With Meekness and Clarity 

A church does not jump straight to “no not to eat” without counsel, without confrontation, 
without clarity. Discipline should be orderly and scriptural. The first step is confrontation 
rooted in truth. “Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault 
between thee and him alone” (Matthew 18:15). That is private first. That is mercy first. That 
is love first. 

If he will not hear, the matter becomes more serious. Matthew 18 continues with witnesses 
and then the church (Matthew 18:16-17). The goal is not exposure for entertainment. The 
goal is accountability for correction. And Galatians 6:1 governs the spirit, restore in 
meekness, watching yourself (Galatians 6:1). That keeps discipline from becoming pride. 
The people administering discipline must fear God, because they are capable of the same 
temptations. 

And here is where the church has to be honest about covetousness. Covetousness is often 
defended with respectable language. So the confrontation must cut through the cloak. Paul 
said he did not use flattering words or a cloak of covetousness (1 Thessalonians 2:5). Peter 
warned about feigned words and merchandising (2 Peter 2:3). Those Scriptures help 
identify the patterns, manipulation, exploitation, extortion, dishonest gain, pressure, 
control. The confrontation is not, you have money, therefore you are covetous. The 
confrontation is, you are using people and gain is ruling you, and it is sin. 

7. The Goal: Purity of the Body and Restoration of the Brother 

Paul’s discipline instruction is not only about the offender. It is about the body. “Know ye 
not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump?” (1 Corinthians 5:6). Leaven spreads. 
Covetousness spreads. It spreads through attitudes, through methods, through jokes, 
through excuses, through leadership examples. If the church tolerates it, it becomes part of 
the culture, and the whole lump is affected. Paul wants the church to be a clean lump, 
honest, loving, safe, and spiritually healthy. 

But the goal is also restoration when repentance is real. Discipline is meant to produce 
godly sorrow, not worldly sorrow, and godly sorrow works repentance (2 Corinthians 7:10). 
When a covetous brother repents, the church should not keep punishing him forever. It 
should forgive, comfort, and confirm love, so he is not swallowed up with overmuch sorrow 



(2 Corinthians 2:7-8). That is firmness without cruelty. It is a line that exists to heal, not to 
destroy. 

And the church must remember that covetousness is idolatry (Colossians 3:5). That means 
repentance is not merely saying sorry. It is turning from the idol. It is changing patterns. It is 
restoring what was taken. It is ending manipulation. It is becoming accountable. It is 
learning contentment. Hebrews 13:5 ties contentment to God’s presence (Hebrews 13:5). 
A man who repents of covetousness must learn to be satisfied in God, not satisfied in gain. 

Conclusion 

1 Corinthians 5:11 forces the church to treat covetousness as what it is, not as a harmless 
quirk. “But now I have written unto you not to keep company, if any man that is called a 
brother be… covetous… with such an one no not to eat” (1 Corinthians 5:11). Paul places 
covetousness in a list of sins that spread and corrupt, because covetousness poisons love, 
ruins trust, and destroys integrity. It turns fellowship into transactions. It turns ministry into 
a marketplace. It teaches the body that idolatry can live in the pew and still be embraced 
without correction. The Holy Ghost says no. 

This passage does not authorize cruelty. It does not teach perfectionism. It does not call for 
witch hunts. It clarifies that the world is the mission field and you cannot avoid covetous 
people in the world without leaving the world (1 Corinthians 5:10). The command is about a 
professing brother living in unrepentant sin inside the fellowship. The church must confront 
that sin with meekness (Galatians 6:1), with biblical order (Matthew 18:15-17), and with 
clarity, because love without truth becomes rot. 

And when the confrontation produces repentance, the church must also know how to 
restore. Discipline is not meant to swallow a man, it is meant to save him from himself and 
protect the flock from leaven (1 Corinthians 5:6). Covetousness is idolatry (Colossians 3:5), 
and idolatry must not be tolerated in the body of Christ as normal. Firmness is not cruelty. 
Firmness is love with backbone. It is the church refusing to let mammon take Christ’s seat, 
refusing to let greed corrode brotherhood, and refusing to let a covetous spirit turn a family 
into a marketplace. 

 

 

26 of 40: The Anatomy of Covetousness - Kingdom Warnings: The Sin People Excuse 
That God Lists (1 Corinthians 6:10) 
Main Passage: “Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 
extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God” (1 Corinthians 6:10) 



There are sins the world already hates, and there are sins the world loves, and the church 
has a bad habit of preaching hard against the sins the world already hates while going soft 
on the sins the world rewards. That is why 1 Corinthians 6:10 is so needed, because it does 
not let anybody play favorites. Paul writes a list that cuts across every social class, every 
personality type, and every excuse a man can invent, and right in the middle of it he puts 
the sin most people excuse as normal life. “Nor thieves, nor covetous… shall inherit the 
kingdom of God” (1 Corinthians 6:10). That is not a small verse. That is a kingdom warning. 
And it is aimed at a sin people pretend is minor because it can wear a suit and still look 
respectable. 

Modern religion often preaches like this, lust is dangerous, greed is a personality trait. Paul 
does not preach that way. Paul puts covetousness right beside thieves and extortioners (1 
Corinthians 6:10). He does that because covetousness is the heart root that breeds theft, 
fraud, manipulation, oppression, and a thousand polite forms of extortion that never get 
called extortion because they happen with paperwork instead of weapons. The Bible calls 
covetousness what it really is. “Covetousness, which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). That 
means covetousness is not only wanting more, it is worshipping more. It is serving 
mammon. And Jesus said, “Ye cannot serve God and mammon” (Luke 16:13). You cannot 
bow to two masters and pretend both are pleased. 

Now here is the part that makes people nervous. Paul’s list in 1 Corinthians 6 is not written 
to make a repentant believer panic. It is written to make a comfortable hypocrite tremble. 
Paul is warning that these sins, when they are habitual and unrepented, reveal a lost 
condition. The issue is not that a Christian has never been tempted. The issue is a man 
living in these things as his identity while claiming Christ. Paul immediately follows the list 
by reminding the Corinthians what salvation does. “And such were some of you: but ye are 
washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified” (1 Corinthians 6:11). That means the 
gospel changes a man. It does not make him sinless in practice overnight, but it makes him 
new in nature, new in direction, and new in conscience. So this essay presses one point 
until it sinks in. God’s list is God’s list. Nobody gets to edit it for comfort. Nobody gets to 
preach hard on lust and wink at greed. Nobody gets to rebuke the drunk in the street while 
applauding the covetous man in the pew. If God lists it as a kingdom warning, you treat it as 
a kingdom warning, and you examine yourself honestly. 

1. Paul’s List is a Kingdom List, Not a Suggestion Box 

Paul says plainly, “shall not inherit the kingdom of God” (1 Corinthians 6:10). That is 
inheritance language. That is family language. That is destiny language. It is not about 
losing a paycheck. It is about revealing whether a man belongs to the King. That is why the 



list matters. People treat lists like this as if God is filling out paperwork. God is doing 
something else. God is exposing the fruits that reveal the root. 

The list is not selective. It does not target only the sins society already hates. It includes 
sins that can be hidden and sins that can be respected. Thieves are obvious. Covetous men 
can be applauded. Extortioners can wear a badge or a tie. Revilers can hide behind humor. 
Drunkards can hide behind functioning life. Paul puts them all in one basket because God 
is not impressed with image. God is reading the heart. 

And that is why this verse is a warning to the church, not just to the world. The Corinthians 
were saved people living in a corrupt city, and some of them were bringing old sins into new 
life. Paul warns them because he loves them, and he warns them because the gospel is not 
a costume. The gospel is a new birth. If a man claims the kingdom while clinging to the 
lifestyle of the old master, something is wrong. 

2. Why Covetousness is in the Same Line as Theft and Extortion 

Paul does not separate covetousness from theft and extortion because covetousness is 
often the engine behind them. A thief steals because he wants what is not his. That is 
covetousness with action. An extortioner takes by pressure and force and manipulation. 
That is covetousness with a system. Covetousness is the heart reaching for what God did 
not give and resenting what God did give. 

That is why the tenth commandment exists. “Thou shalt not covet” (Exodus 20:17). God put 
the commandment at the heart level because heart level sins produce hand level sins. Paul 
confessed that it was coveting that exposed him. “I had not known lust, except the law had 
said, Thou shalt not covet” (Romans 7:7). That is because covetousness is the invisible 
crime that can be fully committed without moving a muscle. It trains a man to be double. 
Clean outside, rotten inside. 

So when Paul warns that the covetous do not inherit the kingdom (1 Corinthians 6:10), he is 
not saying money is evil. He is saying a covetous heart is a worship problem. It is idolatry. It 
is a heart serving mammon while trying to claim it serves God. Jesus said that cannot 
happen (Luke 16:13). One of the masters will get obeyed and the other will get used as a 
prop. 

3. The Modern Double Standard: Soft on Greed, Loud on Lust 

The church has often preached hard against the sins that embarrass respectable people 
and preached soft against the sins respectable people like. Lust gets rebuked because lust 
is messy. Greed gets excused because greed can build buildings. Lust gets condemned 



because lust ruins reputations. Greed gets praised because greed funds programs. But 
God does not measure sin by public relations. God measures sin by holiness. 

Jesus warned about covetousness as if it were a predator. “Take heed, and beware of 
covetousness” (Luke 12:15). He did not say, take heed and beware of adultery only. He did 
not say, take heed and beware of drunkenness only. He warned about covetousness 
because covetousness is a quiet idol that can live in a religious man and still be called 
wisdom. 

Peter warned that through covetousness false teachers make merchandise of people (2 
Peter 2:3). That is not lust. That is greed. That is religion used as a business. Paul warned 
about a cloak of covetousness in ministry (1 Thessalonians 2:5). That is not a side issue. 
That is a kingdom issue. So when a church preaches hard against lust and soft pedals 
greed, it is not being balanced, it is being cowardly. 

4. What the Warning Means: Habitual, Unrepented, Identity-Level Sin 

Now the warning has to be handled honestly. Paul is not teaching salvation by works. Paul 
is not saying a believer who once coveted is damned. Paul is saying these sins, when they 
characterize a man’s life, reveal what master he serves. The difference is direction. The 
difference is repentance. The difference is whether sin is fought or defended. 

That is why the next verse matters. “And such were some of you” (1 Corinthians 6:11). 
Were. Past tense. That means the gospel changes the category. It changes what you are. 
“But ye are washed… sanctified… justified” (1 Corinthians 6:11). Washed means cleansed. 
Sanctified means set apart. Justified means declared righteous. That is salvation. It is not 
self improvement. It is God’s work. 

So when Paul lists covetousness as a kingdom warning (1 Corinthians 6:10), the point is not 
to make the saved doubt the blood. The point is to make the self deceived stop lying. If a 
man’s lifestyle is covetousness, if his whole life is driven by gain, if he will not repent, if he 
excuses greed, if he practices extortion or dishonest gain, and he still claims Christ, Paul 
says he has no right to comfort himself with kingdom inheritance. That is not cruelty. That is 
truth. 

5. The Heart Test: Covetousness as Idolatry and Mastery 

The most frightening thing about covetousness is that it is worship. Paul calls it idolatry 
(Colossians 3:5). That means it is not simply wanting nice things. It is trusting nice things. It 
is bowing internally to possessions, status, control, and abundance as the source of safety 
and satisfaction. It is the heart saying, if I had more, I would be at peace. That is a lie 
because peace is in Christ, not in abundance. 



Paul warned that the love of money is the root of all evil (1 Timothy 6:10). Love is worship 
language. When money is loved, it becomes lord. That is why Jesus framed it as masters. 
“Ye cannot serve God and mammon” (Luke 16:13). That is not poetry. That is reality. A man 
serves what he obeys. If money dictates his decisions, his compromises, his relationships, 
his priorities, his time, his ethics, his conscience, then money is his master, not Christ. 

So the heart test is this. Can you obey God when it costs you. Can you tell the truth when 
lying would make you richer. Can you be content when the world says you are behind. Can 
you give when the flesh says hoard. Proverbs said the covetous covets all day long, but the 
righteous gives and spares not (Proverbs 21:26). That is a heart difference. Covetousness 
clenches. Righteousness opens. One worships gain. One worships God. 

6. Examination Without Despair: “Prove Your Own Selves” 

Paul tells believers to examine themselves. “Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the 
faith” (2 Corinthians 13:5). That is not morbid introspection. That is honesty. It is refusing to 
live in self deception. It is refusing to assume you are saved because you sit in a church 
building. A man can be religious and covetous. The Pharisees were covetous and derided 
Christ (Luke 16:14). That is the danger of hypocrisy. Covetousness hates preaching that 
threatens its idol. 

So you examine yourself by fruit and by direction. Is covetousness being mortified or being 
justified. Paul commanded mortification. “Mortify therefore your members… and 
covetousness, which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). Mortify means kill. Not pet. Not manage. 
Not excuse. Kill. That does not happen without repentance and discipline. That does not 
happen without prayer. “Incline my heart unto thy testimonies, and not to covetousness” 
(Psalm 119:36). 

And you examine yourself by contentment. “Be content with such things as ye have” 
(Hebrews 13:5). Contentment is not a personality trait. It is a spiritual posture rooted in 
God’s presence. “For he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5). 
If the presence of God cannot satisfy you, no amount of money will. If Christ is not enough, 
more will never be enough. 

7. God’s List Stands: The Church Must Preach the Whole Counsel 

The final point is the simplest and the hardest. God’s list is God’s list. Nobody gets to edit it. 
Nobody gets to soften it because it makes donors uncomfortable. Nobody gets to pretend 
covetousness is less serious because it funds the program. Paul listed it as a kingdom 
warning (1 Corinthians 6:10). Paul called it idolatry (Colossians 3:5). Jesus warned to 
beware of it (Luke 12:15). Peter warned it powers false teachers (2 Peter 2:3). The Bible is 
consistent. The only inconsistency is in the modern pulpit. 



So the church must preach the whole counsel of God. It must preach against lust and 
against greed. It must rebuke adultery and it must rebuke extortion. It must warn the drunk 
and it must warn the covetous businessman. It must confront the immoral young man and 
it must confront the greedy old man. God is not impressed with respectable sin. 
Covetousness will damn a man just as surely as fornication will if it is the lifestyle of a lost 
heart. 

And the church must also preach the gospel as the answer. “And such were some of you” (1 
Corinthians 6:11). That means there is hope. There is cleansing. There is justification. There 
is sanctification. The warning is not meant to create despair. It is meant to break self 
deception and drive men to Christ. The kingdom warning is a mercy because it tells the 
truth before judgment tells it forever. 

Conclusion 

1 Corinthians 6:10 is a kingdom warning aimed at a sin people excuse because it can look 
respectable. “Nor thieves, nor covetous… shall inherit the kingdom of God” (1 Corinthians 
6:10). Paul refuses to let anyone play favorites with God’s holiness. Covetousness is not a 
minor mistake. It is idolatry (Colossians 3:5). It is the heart serving mammon while claiming 
it serves God, and Jesus said that cannot be done (Luke 16:13). The modern church often 
preaches hard against lust while soft pedaling greed, but Paul will not allow that softness. 
God’s list is God’s list, and nobody gets to edit it for comfort. 

This warning is not written to torment a repentant believer. It is written to wake up the 
comfortable hypocrite. Paul immediately says, “And such were some of you” (1 Corinthians 
6:11). Were. Past tense. Salvation changes a man, washing him, sanctifying him, justifying 
him (1 Corinthians 6:11). That does not mean the flesh never tempts again. It means sin is 
no longer your home, no longer your identity, no longer your defended lifestyle. When 
covetousness is habitual and unrepented, when it is practiced, justified, and protected, it 
reveals a lost condition no matter how religious a man sounds. 

So I take the warning as mercy and I examine myself honestly. I refuse to excuse 
respectable sin. I pray for a heart inclined to God’s testimonies and not to covetousness 
(Psalm 119:36). I practice contentment rooted in God’s presence (Hebrews 13:5). I 
remember Christ’s definition of life, that life is not abundance (Luke 12:15). And I let the 
Bible speak plain even when it makes people uncomfortable, because the only comfort 
that matters is the comfort that comes from truth, and the only kingdom inheritance that is 
safe is the one rooted in a real new birth, not in a religious mask covering a covetous heart. 

 

 



27 of 40: The Anatomy of Covetousness - Not Once Named: The Standard for Saints 
(Ephesians 5:3) 
Main Passage: “But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be 
once named among you, as becometh saints” (Ephesians 5:3) 

If you want to know how far the Holy Ghost is willing to let you lower the bar, read 
Ephesians 5:3 and watch Him refuse to negotiate. Paul does not say, tone it down. He does 
not say, keep it under control. He does not say, manage it so it stays respectable. He says it 
should not be “once named” among saints. “But fornication, and all uncleanness, or 
covetousness, let it not be once named among you, as becometh saints” (Ephesians 5:3). 
That is not the language of management. That is the language of mortification. That is the 
language of a God who expects holiness to be more than a Sunday label. 

The modern church has learned to tolerate what God calls incompatible. Covetousness 
has been turned into a personality style. It is called ambition. It is called drive. It is called 
“having goals.” It is baptized as “vision.” And then it is defended as normal because 
everybody has wants. But Paul is not dealing with normal desire. He is dealing with the sin 
that makes the heart a beggar for more and makes the soul restless, dissatisfied, and 
enslaved to what it does not have. Covetousness does not merely want blessings, it 
worships blessings. That is why the Bible calls it idolatry. “Covetousness, which is idolatry” 
(Colossians 3:5). Idolatry cannot be managed. Idolatry must be dethroned. 

So this essay is designed to reset the bar upward. The world wants you to believe holiness 
is impossible, so you should lower your expectations and call that humility. The flesh wants 
you to believe covetousness is harmless, so you should treat it like background noise and 
call that realism. The Holy Ghost says otherwise. The Holy Ghost says saints have a 
standard, and that standard is not merely avoiding scandal, it is refusing to let a covetous 
spirit become normal conversation, normal humor, normal goals, normal comparisons, 
normal cravings, and normal excuses. “Let it not be once named among you” (Ephesians 
5:3) means it is not to be part of the culture of the saints. It is not to be the air of the church. 
It is not to be the hidden idol in a clean suit. It is to be recognized, confessed, mortified, 
and replaced with contentment, gratitude, and service. 

1. Paul’s Word Choice: “Not Once Named” is Not Negotiation 

Paul’s language is absolute. “Let it not be once named among you” (Ephesians 5:3). That is 
not because Christians never face temptation. It is because Christians are not supposed to 
live with these sins as acceptable patterns. Paul is describing what “becometh saints” 
(Ephesians 5:3). Becoming means fitting, appropriate, matching the identity. Saints are set 
apart. Saints are not sinless, but saints are supposed to be marked by a different spirit. If 



covetousness is “once named” among saints as a normal thing, then the saints have 
drifted into the world’s spirit. 

Notice what Paul groups covetousness with. “Fornication, and all uncleanness, or 
covetousness” (Ephesians 5:3). He does not treat covetousness like a mild weakness. He 
pairs it with sexual sin because it comes from the same discontent with God’s boundaries. 
Covetousness is wanting what is not yours, and that includes bodies, attention, status, 
comfort, and possessions. Peter tied lustful eyes to covetous practices (2 Peter 2:14). Jesus 
listed adulteries and covetousness together as heart sins (Mark 7:21-22). Paul is consistent 
with the rest of Scripture. Covetousness is not a small sin, it is a deep sin. 

So when Paul says not once named, he is putting a fence around the church’s culture. He is 
saying, do not let the saints become a place where covetous joking is normal, covetous 
boasting is admired, covetous comparisons are constant, and covetous goals are treated 
as spiritual. The standard is not less covetousness. The standard is holiness. 

2. Saints Have a Culture: “As Becometh Saints” 

Paul’s phrase “as becometh saints” (Ephesians 5:3) tells you something modern believers 
forget. Christianity is not only personal. It is communal. The saints have a culture. They 
have a way of speaking, a way of thinking, a way of valuing, a way of measuring life. The 
world’s culture is covetousness. The world measures by more. The world measures by 
abundance. The world measures by upgrades. But Christ said, “A man’s life consisteth not 
in the abundance of the things which he possesseth” (Luke 12:15). That is the saints’ 
measuring stick. 

So the saints are supposed to sound different. Their conversations are supposed to sound 
like gratitude, not complaint. Their goals are supposed to sound like service, not self 
worship. Their humor is not supposed to be fueled by envy and comparison. Their 
fellowship is not supposed to feel like a competition. The saints are not supposed to bless 
what God abhors. “The wicked… blesseth the covetous, whom the LORD abhorreth” (Psalm 
10:3). If the saints begin admiring covetousness, then the saints are borrowing the world’s 
morals. 

This is why Paul commands contentment elsewhere. “Let your conversation be without 
covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have” (Hebrews 13:5). Conversation 
there is lifestyle, manner of life. Paul is not only talking about words. He is talking about a 
way of living that is free from the idol of more. That becomes the culture of a holy people. 

3. Managed Sin is Protected Sin: Covetousness Must Be Mortified 



The modern approach to sin is management. People want to keep idols but reduce 
consequences. They want to keep lust but reduce fallout. They want to keep greed but 
reduce shame. They want to keep covetousness but dress it up as vision. Paul does not give 
you that option. He calls for mortification. “Mortify therefore your members… and 
covetousness, which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). Mortify means put to death. Not tame. 
Not train. Not justify. Kill. 

Covetousness cannot be managed because covetousness is a hunger that grows by 
feeding. “He coveteth greedily all the day long” (Proverbs 21:26). That is the nature of it. It 
does not rest. It does not say enough. You cannot make peace with a bottomless pit. If you 
feed it, it grows. If you starve it, it weakens. So the strategy is not management. The strategy 
is starvation, confession, discipline, and replacement. 

That replacement is contentment and generosity. Proverbs contrasts the covetous with the 
righteous giver (Proverbs 21:26). Giving breaks the spell because it opens the clenched fist 
and dethrones the idol. A man who can give freely is not owned by what he has. A man who 
cannot give without pain is often owned by what he has. That is not condemnation, that is 
diagnosis. 

4. Why Covetousness is Incompatible With Holiness 

Covetousness is incompatible with holiness because holiness is God centered and 
covetousness is self centered. Holiness says, God is enough. Covetousness says, God is 
not enough. Holiness says, I am a steward. Covetousness says, I am owed. Holiness says, I 
will serve. Covetousness says, I will acquire. Holiness says, I will obey. Covetousness says, 
I will negotiate. 

Covetousness makes the heart a beggar for more. It makes the soul restless. It makes the 
mind noisy. It makes a man resentful. It turns blessings into burdens because someone 
else has bigger blessings. It turns gratitude into grumbling. It turns prayer into a shopping 
list. It turns worship into a transaction. It turns relationships into ladders. That is not the 
Spirit of Christ. 

And covetousness is idolatry. Paul said it outright (Colossians 3:5). Idolatry is not merely 
bowing to statues. It is bowing internally to something that promises what only God can 
give. That is why Jesus framed it as masters. “Ye cannot serve God and mammon” (Luke 
16:13). Covetousness is serving mammon while trying to keep God as a mascot. Holiness 
is serving God and using mammon as a tool. 

So Paul draws the line. Saints do not let that idol be normal. Not once named. Not as a 
joke. Not as bragging. Not as admired. Not as excused. Not as “just the way he is.” It does 
not become saints. 



5. The Mouth Reveals the Heart: Naming is Culture, Not Vocabulary Only 

When Paul says “not once named” (Ephesians 5:3), he is not doing vocabulary policing like 
a Pharisee. He is talking about what is normal enough to be named casually. Naming 
reveals culture. If covetousness is regularly named in the saints’ circles, it means the saints 
are talking the world’s language. It means the saints are thinking like the world. It means 
covetousness is living in the fellowship as a tolerated spirit. 

Jesus said, “Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh” (Matthew 12:34). If the 
mouth keeps naming what it wants, what it deserves, what it is chasing, what it envies, 
what it resents, then the heart is full of covetousness. The mouth will always reveal the 
altar. Whatever you talk about constantly is often what you worship. 

So this is where the bar resets upward. The saints learn to name different things. They 
name God’s goodness. They name God’s faithfulness. They name the Word. They name the 
gospel. They name gratitude. They name service. They name prayer. They name 
contentment. That does not mean they never confess temptation. It means temptation is 
confessed as an enemy, not celebrated as a lifestyle. 

6. Practical Warfare in a Covetous World: Guarding Eyes, Thoughts, and Definitions 

Covetousness enters through the eye gate and grows in the imagination. Proverbs says the 
eyes are never satisfied (Proverbs 27:20). Jesus said lust begins with looking (Matthew 
5:28). Peter warned about eyes full of adultery linked to covetous practices (2 Peter 2:14). 
So one practical step is guarding what you feed. If you live in a nonstop showroom of other 
people’s lives, you will train yourself to be discontent. You cannot be content while 
constantly rehearsing what you do not have. 

The next step is guarding definitions. Christ said life is not abundance (Luke 12:15). If you 
forget that, the world will define life for you. The world will define success as more, and you 
will chase it until you die. The saints must live by Christ’s definition. If life is Christ, then 
enough is possible. If life is abundance, enough is impossible. 

Then you bring in prayer and Scripture. The psalmist prayed, “Incline my heart unto thy 
testimonies, and not to covetousness” (Psalm 119:36). That prayer is warfare because the 
heart naturally leans toward idols. You ask God to incline it back. You fill the mind with 
testimonies so the heart has something holy to cling to. And you practice giving because it 
loosens the idol’s grip. “The righteous giveth and spareth not” (Proverbs 21:26). Giving is 
not a donation. Giving is dethroning. 

7. Resetting the Bar Upward: Holiness is Normal for Saints 



The final chapter point is simple. Paul is resetting what is normal. The world has normalized 
covetousness. The church has often copied the world. Paul says the saints are different. 
“Let it not be once named among you, as becometh saints” (Ephesians 5:3). That means 
holiness is not an elite level for a few. Holiness is the fitting garment of the saints. It is what 
becomes them. It is what matches their identity. 

This is not legalism. Legalism is trying to earn salvation by works. This is sanctification. This 
is living like what God made you. Paul is writing to believers and telling them what their life 
should look like because they are saints. He is not giving them a ladder to heaven. He is 
telling them to stop living like hell is normal. 

And if someone says, that standard is too high, Paul answers with identity. Saints are 
washed, sanctified, justified (1 Corinthians 6:11). God did not save you so you could 
manage idols politely. God saved you to set you apart. If the Spirit of God lives in you, then 
the bar is not down in the gutter with the world. The bar is up where saints belong. 

Conclusion 

Ephesians 5:3 is one of the clearest lines the Holy Ghost ever drew around the saints’ 
culture. “But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once named 
among you, as becometh saints” (Ephesians 5:3). Paul does not offer management. He 
offers mortification. He does not say less covetousness. He says it does not belong as a 
normal named thing among saints. That is because covetousness is not a harmless desire, 
it is idolatry (Colossians 3:5). It makes the heart a beggar for more instead of a servant of 
God. It turns life into a chase. It turns prayer into a shopping list. It turns fellowship into 
competition. It turns blessing into burden. It turns the soul into a restless machine. 

So the bar must be reset upward. The saints do not measure life by abundance because 
Christ said life is not abundance (Luke 12:15). The saints do not serve mammon because 
Jesus said you cannot serve God and mammon (Luke 16:13). The saints do not pet 
covetousness because Paul said to mortify it (Colossians 3:5). The saints learn 
contentment because God’s presence is the true wealth (Hebrews 13:5). The saints pray 
for a heart inclined to testimonies and not to covetousness (Psalm 119:36). They practice 
generosity because it breaks the spell (Proverbs 21:26). They guard the eye gate because 
the eyes are never satisfied (Proverbs 27:20). 

And when a church raises the bar where Paul put it, it stops producing comfortable 
idolaters and starts producing saints. Saints are not sinless, but saints are set apart. Saints 
do not call covetousness normal. Saints do not admire what God abhors (Psalm 10:3). 
Saints do not excuse a beggar heart as ambition. Saints learn to live with clean hands, a 



clean conscience, and a clean altar, where Christ is the only Master and the only treasure 
worth naming. 

 

 

28 of 40: The Anatomy of Covetousness - The Covetous Man is an Idolater (Ephesians 
5:5) 
Main Passage: “For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor 
covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of 
God” (Ephesians 5:5) 

Most people do not mind being warned about sins that look ugly. They mind being warned 
about sins that look normal. Covetousness is one of the devil’s cleanest sins, because it 
can dress itself up in responsibility, ambition, planning, and “providing for the family,” and 
then it can sit on the front row and nod at the sermon while it still owns the heart. That is 
why Ephesians 5:5 is so sharp. It does not call the covetous man driven. It does not call him 
successful. It does not call him a hustler. It calls him what he really is. “Nor covetous man, 
who is an idolater” (Ephesians 5:5). God does not categorize him by personality. God 
categorizes him by worship. 

That verse also ties covetousness to inheritance. “Hath any inheritance in the kingdom of 
Christ and of God” (Ephesians 5:5). That drags this sin out of the world of budgets and 
purchases and upgrades and pushes it into eternal realities. Covetousness is not merely a 
temporal habit. Covetousness touches the kingdom. Covetousness touches what a man is 
living for, what a man is bowing to, what a man is serving. Jesus framed it as masters. “Ye 
cannot serve God and mammon” (Luke 16:13). Paul framed it as idolatry. “Covetousness, 
which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). Ephesians 5:5 names the man himself, the covetous 
man is an idolater. That is not a mild rebuke. That is a spiritual diagnosis. 

This essay is designed to force covetousness to get personal. It is easy to talk about greed 
as a cultural problem out there in the world, Wall Street, Hollywood, politicians, 
corporations. But Paul is writing to saints and warning them about what can be in here, in 
the heart, in the church, in a man who looks clean on Sunday. The devil loves a clean 
idolater. He loves a man who has good manners, good vocabulary, good church 
attendance, and a dirty altar. The idol does not have to be a golden statue. The idol can be a 
paycheck. The idol can be a lifestyle. The idol can be control. The idol can be applause. The 
idol can be “my ministry.” The idol can be any created thing that the heart treats as the 
source of peace and identity. And when that happens, the man may still sing hymns, but he 
is bowing to mammon. 



1. God Names the Man: “Covetous Man, Who Is an Idolater” 

Ephesians 5:5 does not only name the sin. It names the man. “Nor covetous man, who is 
an idolater” (Ephesians 5:5). That is frightening because it shows covetousness is not a 
harmless itch. It can become a defining trait. It can become a lifestyle. It can become 
identity. When covetousness rules a man, God does not call him ambitious. God calls him 
an idolater. 

Idolatry is worship. It is the heart bowing to a created thing as the source of safety, 
satisfaction, and meaning. That is why covetousness is so deceptive. It promises peace by 
acquisition. It promises security by hoarding. It promises joy by upgrading. It promises 
significance by being seen as successful. It takes good desires and turns them into gods. A 
man may start with, I want to provide, and end with, I must have more or I cannot be at 
peace. At that point, the thing has become god. 

This is consistent with the rest of Paul’s teaching. He said plainly, “Covetousness, which is 
idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). Not might be. Is. That means you do not manage it like a quirk. 
You mortify it. You kill it. You dethrone it. Because you cannot be a servant of Christ and a 
worshipper of more at the same time. 

2. Why Paul Links Covetousness With Sexual Sin and Uncleanness 

Ephesians 5:5 puts covetousness in the same line with whoremongers and unclean 
persons. That is not because money sin and sex sin are identical in form. It is because they 
are identical in root. Both are discontent with God’s boundaries. Both are the heart 
reaching for what God did not give. Both can be practiced while looking respectable if the 
outward image is maintained. 

Paul already told the saints, “Let it not be once named among you” (Ephesians 5:3). That 
shows the standard for saints is not casual tolerance. It is holiness. Covetousness, 
fornication, uncleanness, these are not to become the atmosphere of the saints. If they 
become normal, the saints have drifted. 

And covetousness can look cleaner than fornication, so it can hide easier. A man 
committing fornication may get caught. A covetous man may get applauded. A 
whoremonger may be shamed. A covetous man may be promoted. That is why Paul’s list is 
dangerous to the comfortable church. It refuses to let the saints treat greed as respectable 
while treating lust as filthy. God calls them both incompatible with a holy life. 

3. The Inheritance Warning: Covetousness Touches Eternal Reality 

Paul says the covetous man “hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God” 
(Ephesians 5:5). That is not a small warning. That is a kingdom statement. Inheritance is 



family language. It is identity language. It is the reality of belonging. Paul is not merely 
saying covetousness will make your life hard. He is saying covetousness reveals what you 
serve. That is why Paul wrote elsewhere, “Nor covetous… shall inherit the kingdom of God” 
(1 Corinthians 6:10). Two letters, same warning, same seriousness. 

This is where people get nervous and start trying to soften the Bible. They want to treat 
covetousness like a minor flaw because it shows up in respectable people. But Paul will not 
soften it because it touches what master a man serves. Jesus said you cannot serve God 
and mammon (Luke 16:13). That means if mammon is your master, you are not serving 
God, no matter how religious your mouth is. 

The warning is not to create despair in a repentant believer. The warning is to destroy false 
assurance in a comfortable idolater. A man can attend church and still worship mammon. 
A man can quote Scripture and still serve gain. A man can sing hymns and still bow 
inwardly to more. Paul says if covetousness defines the man as an idolater, it touches 
inheritance. It touches whether the man truly belongs to the kingdom he claims. 

4. The Clean Idolater: How Idolatry Can Look Holy on Sunday 

The devil loves a clean idolater because a clean idolater is the hardest to reach. He is not 
living in the gutter. He is living in the pew. He is not stumbling drunk in public. He is shaking 
hands at the door. He is not committing scandal that breaks the image. He is committing 
private worship that keeps the image intact. Covetousness is the perfect sin for that 
because it can be hidden behind good clothing and polite speech. 

Jesus exposed religious covetousness. “And the Pharisees also, who were covetous, heard 
all these things: and they derided him” (Luke 16:14). They were religious men. They were 
church men. They were Bible men in the outward sense, and yet they were covetous, and 
that covetousness made them mock Christ because Christ threatened their idol. That is 
what idolatry does. It makes a man hostile to truth when truth threatens the altar. 

So the clean idolater may still talk about God, but his decisions are ruled by money. He 
may still say he trusts the Lord, but he panics when the account drops. He may still speak 
of ministry, but he measures success by numbers and applause. He may still sing about 
heaven, but he lives as if earth is all that matters. That is not just weakness. That is worship. 
That is a false altar. 

5. The Heart as an Altar: What You Fear and Chase Reveals Your God 

Idolatry is not only what you say you believe. Idolatry is what you fear losing and what you 
chase gaining. Covetousness reveals itself by restlessness. It reveals itself by constant 



measuring. It reveals itself by comparison. It reveals itself by irritability when you cannot 
get what you want. It reveals itself by a mind that cannot cease from rehearsing more. 

The Bible tells you to beware of covetousness (Luke 12:15) because it changes how you 
define life. It tells you to be content (Hebrews 13:5) because contentment is the opposite 
spirit, it is the heart satisfied in God rather than hungry for more. It tells you to mortify 
covetousness (Colossians 3:5) because the altar must be cleared. You cannot keep an idol 
in the corner and still call the room holy. 

This is why the tenth commandment is so deadly. It targets the heart. “Thou shalt not 
covet” (Exodus 20:17). Paul said that commandment exposed him because it condemned 
his wants (Romans 7:7). That means God does not only police your actions. He judges your 
worship. A man can be outwardly moral and inwardly idolatrous, and covetousness is one 
of the clearest proofs because it is worship without visible statues. 

6. How Saints Fight This: Mortification, Contentment, and Generosity 

The Bible does not leave you with diagnosis only. It gives you warfare. First is mortification. 
“Mortify therefore your members… and covetousness, which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). 
Kill the idol. That begins with confession, calling it what God calls it. Not ambition. Not 
vision. Idolatry. Then it moves into discipline, refusing to feed it through constant 
comparison and constant eye gate shopping. 

Second is contentment rooted in God’s presence. “Let your conversation be without 
covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never 
leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5). Contentment is not resignation. It is 
confidence in God. It is the heart saying, if God is with me, I am not lacking the essential 
thing. Covetousness is the lie that says you are lacking the essential thing until you get 
more. 

Third is generosity as spiritual warfare. Proverbs shows the contrast. “He coveteth greedily 
all the day long: but the righteous giveth and spareth not” (Proverbs 21:26). Giving breaks 
the grip. It opens the fist. It tells the heart, I will not bow to this thing. I will use it for God, 
not worship it as God. The covetous man hoards. The righteous man gives. That difference 
reveals the altar. 

7. Personal Application: Stop Treating Covetousness as “Out There” 

The final chapter point is the one people avoid. Covetousness is not only a cultural 
problem. It is a personal problem. Paul is writing to saints. He is warning saints. He is 
telling saints that covetousness can put a man in the category of idolater (Ephesians 5:5). 
That means every believer has to examine his altar, not just condemn the culture. 



The question is not, do you have money. The question is, does money have you. The 
question is not, do you plan. The question is, do you trust the Lord when your plan 
collapses. The question is not, do you work. The question is, do you worship work. The 
question is not, do you want to provide. The question is, do you measure your worth by 
what you provide and what you possess. Those are altar questions. 

And the clean Sunday image can hide a dirty weekday altar. That is why the Bible keeps 
warning about the heart. “Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life” 
(Proverbs 4:23). That is why the psalmist prayed, “Incline my heart unto thy testimonies, 
and not to covetousness” (Psalm 119:36). Because the heart naturally leans toward idols. It 
must be inclined back toward God by Scripture, prayer, and obedience. 

Conclusion 

Ephesians 5:5 demolishes the modern habit of treating covetousness as respectable. “Nor 
covetous man, who is an idolater” (Ephesians 5:5). God does not call him ambitious. God 
calls him an idolater. And God ties that idolatry to inheritance, “hath any inheritance in the 
kingdom of Christ and of God” (Ephesians 5:5). That drags covetousness out of the realm of 
mere habits and puts it in the realm of worship, mastery, and eternal reality. Paul is not 
talking about a moment of temptation. He is talking about a man whose life is shaped by 
covetousness, a man whose altar is occupied by more. 

This is why the warning must be taken personally. It is easy to condemn greed in culture 
while excusing it in the heart. It is easy to preach hard against lust while admiring the 
covetous man who looks clean on Sunday. But Jesus said you cannot serve God and 
mammon (Luke 16:13), and Paul said covetousness is idolatry (Colossians 3:5). The 
Pharisees were covetous and they mocked Christ (Luke 16:14) because covetousness 
always hates preaching that threatens its idol. A clean idolater is still an idolater. 

So the answer is not management. The answer is mortification. Kill the idol (Colossians 
3:5). The answer is contentment rooted in God’s presence (Hebrews 13:5). The answer is 
generosity that breaks the clenched fist (Proverbs 21:26). The answer is a heart inclined to 
God’s testimonies and not to covetousness (Psalm 119:36). And the end of the matter is 
this. If Christ is King, then He gets the altar. If mammon gets the altar, then Christ is a prop. 
Ephesians 5:5 will not let a man pretend forever. It forces the covetous man to see his god, 
and it forces the saint to choose which kingdom he is really living for. 

 

 



29 of 40: The Anatomy of Covetousness - Last Days Profile: Covetousness as a Sign of 
the Times (2 Timothy 3:2) 
Main Passage: “For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, 
proud…” (2 Timothy 3:2) 

The devil always has a list, and God has a list too, and the difference is God tells you the 
truth about what the devil is doing to people. When Paul wrote to Timothy about the last 
days, he did not give him newspaper headlines. He gave him a character profile. “This know 
also, that in the last days perilous times shall come” (2 Timothy 3:1). Perilous does not 
mean there will be more storms on the ocean. Perilous means dangerous people. 
Dangerous minds. Dangerous hearts. Dangerous cultures. And the first thing Paul names is 
not war, famine, or plague. He names what is in men. “For men shall be lovers of their own 
selves, covetous” (2 Timothy 3:2). That is the last days in one breath, self love and 
covetousness walking hand in hand. 

That order is not accidental. The list begins with narcissism and immediately includes 
consumption because covetousness is self love reaching outward. Lovers of their own 
selves is the root. Covetous is the fruit. A man who loves himself above God will always 
want more for himself, more comfort, more status, more pleasure, more control, more 
attention, more stuff. The last days breed that spirit because the world becomes a mirror, 
and every man becomes his own god, and every desire becomes a right, and every craving 
becomes an identity. That is why covetousness becomes a lifestyle in the last days, always 
upgrading, always craving, always comparing, always browsing, always resenting, always 
hungry. 

This essay is meant to turn 2 Timothy 3 into a mirror, not a headline. Most people read last 
days passages like spectators. They watch the world collapse and point fingers. But Paul 
wrote this to a young preacher so he would recognize the spirit, guard his own heart, and 
warn the saints. The danger is not only out there in the culture. The danger is that the 
culture gets into you, and then you start thinking like the last days while still quoting Bible 
verses. Covetousness can sit on a church pew and look clean. That is why the Bible keeps 
calling it what it is, idolatry. “Covetousness, which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). The last 
days are perilous because idolatry becomes normal, and self worship becomes a virtue, 
and covetousness becomes common sense. 

1. “This Know Also”: Perilous Times Are People Times 

Paul begins with certainty. “This know also” (2 Timothy 3:1). That is not speculation. That is 
not conspiracy. That is prophecy. And the peril is tied to men, not weather. “For men shall 
be” (2 Timothy 3:2). The danger of the last days is not mainly the economy, the government, 



or technology. The danger is what men become when they reject God. The heart turns 
inward. The conscience dulls. The appetites grow. The self becomes king. 

That is why the list starts with “lovers of their own selves” (2 Timothy 3:2). When self love 
becomes the first commandment, every other sin becomes reasonable. Pride becomes 
confidence. Boasting becomes branding. Disobedience becomes independence. Lust 
becomes self expression. And covetousness becomes “upgrading” and “self care” and 
“treating yourself” and “getting what you deserve.” The last days spirit always finds a new 
vocabulary for old sin. 

So Paul is telling Timothy, do not be shocked by the spirit of the age. Recognize it. Name it. 
Resist it. Because the church will be pressured to adapt to it. And when the church adapts, 
it stops being salt and starts being meat. 

2. The Root and Fruit: Self Love Produces Covetousness 

“Lovers of their own selves, covetous” (2 Timothy 3:2). That order is doctrine. Self love is 
the altar. Covetousness is the offering. A man who loves himself above God will always 
want more for himself, and he will feel entitled to it. Covetousness is desire that has 
crossed the line into idolatry, because it is no longer merely appreciating blessings, it is 
worshipping blessings. 

The world tells you self love is health. The Bible tells you self love is natural and dangerous 
when it becomes supreme. Paul describes the last days as a time when men love 
themselves first. That is the reversal of the greatest commandment. “Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God” (Matthew 22:37). When God is not first, something else is. In the last days, 
self is first, and covetousness becomes the engine of life. 

That is why Jesus warned, “Take heed, and beware of covetousness” (Luke 12:15). He did 
not warn because it is rare. He warned because it is subtle and deadly. It changes your 
definition of life. Christ said life is not abundance (Luke 12:15). Self love says life is 
abundance. That is the clash. 

3. Covetousness as Last Days Lifestyle: Always Upgrading, Always Hungry 

In earlier generations, covetousness could be private and slow. In the last days, 
covetousness becomes loud and constant because the world has become a nonstop 
showroom. The eyes are fed all day. The imagination is fed all day. The comparisons are fed 
all day. People browse other people’s lives like catalogs. They do not just see, they 
rehearse. They do not just notice, they crave. Proverbs said, “The eyes of man are never 
satisfied” (Proverbs 27:20). The last days take that truth and build an entire economy on it. 



So covetousness becomes a lifestyle. Always upgrading. Always craving. Always 
comparing. Always measuring. Always complaining. Always feeling behind. Even when 
people have plenty, they feel poor because covetousness does not measure by need, it 
measures by envy. “He coveteth greedily all the day long” (Proverbs 21:26). That is not 
poetry, that is diagnosis. Covetousness is a hunger that grows by feeding. 

And the last days culture feeds it constantly. That is why people are restless. That is why 
gratitude feels rare. That is why contentment looks strange. Because contentment is an act 
of rebellion against the last days spirit. 

4. The Mirror Test: Do I Read This as News or as Diagnosis 

Paul did not give this list so believers could brag that they are living in the last days. He gave 
it so believers could stay clean in the last days. The danger is reading 2 Timothy 3 like 
spectators, pointing at the world, while the same spirit is creeping into the heart. The last 
days profile is not only “out there.” It is a mirror that asks, what have you become. 

So the question is personal. Do I measure my life by what I possess. Do I resent what others 
have. Do I scroll and compare until my soul feels thin. Do I treat upgrades like salvation. Do 
I interpret God’s provision as insufficient. Do I feel entitled. Do I find myself always wanting, 
always dissatisfied, always reaching. Those are not harmless thoughts. Those are 
symptoms of last days self love producing last days covetousness. 

Paul called covetousness idolatry (Colossians 3:5). That means if covetousness is living in 
my heart, there is an idol in my heart. Ephesians 5:5 calls the covetous man an idolater and 
ties it to inheritance (Ephesians 5:5). That means this is not merely a cultural critique. It is a 
spiritual condition. 

5. How Covetousness Invades the Church in the Last Days 

The last days spirit does not stay outside the church door. It comes in. It comes in through 
entertainment. It comes in through marketing. It comes in through “success” definitions. It 
comes in through ministries copying the world’s metrics. It comes in through believers 
treating church as a consumer product. It comes in through leaders tempted to build 
platforms rather than shepherd souls. 

Paul warned about covetousness in religious men. “The Pharisees also, who were 
covetous… derided him” (Luke 16:14). Religious covetousness mocks preaching that 
threatens its idol. That is why hard preaching against greed often gets resisted more than 
preaching against sins that do not touch people’s wallets. The last days church can 
become soft on covetousness because covetousness funds the machine. 



Peter warned that through covetousness false teachers make merchandise of people (2 
Peter 2:3). That is last days religion, a spiritual marketplace. Paul warned about a cloak of 
covetousness (1 Thessalonians 2:5). That means covetousness can wear ministry 
language. It can look clean. It can smile. It can quote Scripture. And it can still be idolatry. 

6. God’s Antidote: Contentment is Warfare, Not Personality 

The Bible does not simply expose the last days spirit. It gives the antidote. “Let your 
conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have” 
(Hebrews 13:5). That is not a suggestion for calm people. That is a command for saints. 
Contentment is not passive. It is warfare. It is the heart refusing the last days spirit that 
says, not enough. 

Hebrews anchors contentment in God’s presence. “For he hath said, I will never leave thee, 
nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5). That means the essential wealth is God Himself. 
Covetousness says, I will be safe when I have more. God says, I am with you. That is the 
battle. That is why Paul told Timothy, “Godliness with contentment is great gain” (1 Timothy 
6:6). Great gain is not more money. Great gain is a clean conscience and a satisfied heart in 
God. 

And giving breaks the covetous habit. “He coveteth greedily all the day long: but the 
righteous giveth and spareth not” (Proverbs 21:26). Giving is not merely charity. It is a 
declaration that mammon is not master. It is dethroning the idol. It is choosing worship. 

7. Living Holy in a Perilous Age: Guarding the Eye Gate and Inclining the Heart 

Since covetousness is fed by the eyes and imagination, the last days saint must be 
deliberate about what he feeds. “The eyes of man are never satisfied” (Proverbs 27:20). If 
you feed the eyes constantly with other people’s lives, the heart will learn discontent. If you 
feed the mind constantly with showroom images, the soul will become a beggar. Guarding 
the eye gate is not legalism, it is survival. 

Then you pray like the psalmist. “Incline my heart unto thy testimonies, and not to 
covetousness” (Psalm 119:36). That is a last days prayer. The heart naturally leans toward 
idols, especially in an age designed to provoke desire. So you ask God to incline it back 
toward His Word, because the Word resets definitions, resets values, resets worship. 

And you obey Paul’s command to mortify covetousness. “Mortify therefore your members… 
and covetousness, which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). Mortify means kill. You do not make 
friends with a last days sin. You do not excuse it as cultural. You kill it as personal. That is 
how you live holy in a perilous time. 

Conclusion 



2 Timothy 3:2 is not a headline, it is a mirror. “For men shall be lovers of their own selves, 
covetous” (2 Timothy 3:2). The last days profile begins with self love because self love 
makes self king, and once self is king, covetousness becomes the national religion. The 
last days breed narcissism and consumption, always upgrading, always craving, always 
comparing, always hungry. Perilous times are perilous because men become dangerous, 
and covetousness becomes normal character rather than shame. 

But the Bible will not let me read that list like a spectator. It makes me examine my own 
altar. Covetousness is idolatry (Colossians 3:5). Christ warned me to beware of it because 
life is not abundance (Luke 12:15). If I begin measuring life by more, if I begin living as a 
beggar for upgrades, if I begin resenting what others have, if I begin treating contentment as 
weakness, I am not just being modern, I am absorbing the last days spirit. 

So I take the passage personally and fight it as warfare. I obey, “Let your conversation be 
without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have” (Hebrews 13:5). I 
anchor that contentment in God’s presence, not in my accounts (Hebrews 13:5). I practice 
giving because it breaks the clenched fist (Proverbs 21:26). I guard the eye gate because 
the eyes are never satisfied (Proverbs 27:20). I pray for a heart inclined to testimonies and 
not to covetousness (Psalm 119:36). And I remember the last days do not excuse sin, they 
expose it. In a perilous age, holiness is not a luxury. It is the standard for saints who refuse 
to let the last days profile become their own. 

 

 

30 of 40: The Anatomy of Covetousness - Leadership Test: Hating Covetousness 
(Exodus 18:21) 
Main Passage: “Moreover thou shalt provide out of all the people able men… such as 
fear God, men of truth, hating covetousness…” (Exodus 18:21) 

One of the fastest ways to ruin a church, a home, a ministry, or a nation is to put a covetous 
man in charge and then act surprised when everything turns into a marketplace. 
Covetousness does not merely weaken leadership, it corrupts leadership, because it 
changes what a leader serves. A leader who fears God will ask, “What is right.” A leader 
who fears man will ask, “What will they think.” But a leader who is covetous will ask the 
most dangerous question of all, “What do I gain.” That is why Exodus 18:21 is not a 
suggestion, it is a standard. “Moreover thou shalt provide out of all the people able men… 
such as fear God, men of truth, hating covetousness” (Exodus 18:21). God does not only 
require leaders to avoid greed. God requires leaders to hate it. 



That word hate is not there by accident. A man who only avoids covetousness is still 
negotiating with it. He is still making room for it. He is still capable of tolerating it under 
pressure. Avoiding is what you do when the opportunity is not convenient. Hating is what 
you do when the opportunity is standing right in front of you with a smile and an envelope. 
Avoiding can be circumstantial. Hating is moral. Hating covetousness means the man has 
judged it as an enemy, not as a temptation to manage. It means he is not merely keeping 
himself clean, he is willing to cut it off when it shows up in the camp, even when it costs 
him popularity. 

This is the leadership test because leadership is decision making. Leadership is judgment. 
Leadership is choosing between truth and profit, between righteousness and advantage, 
between what is right and what is easy. Covetousness destroys leadership because it 
makes the leader for sale. It turns decisions into transactions. It turns people into 
resources. It turns justice into favoritism. It turns ministry into manipulation. It turns the 
pulpit into a product. It turns the church into a business meeting with hymns. That is why 
God requires men of truth who hate covetousness (Exodus 18:21), because truth and 
covetousness cannot share the same throne. 

This essay is meant to reset the standard for choosing men. In our day people admire 
charisma, platform, personality, and image. God is not impressed with any of that if the 
heart is corrupt. God says choose able men, men who fear God, men of truth, men who 
hate covetousness (Exodus 18:21). That means the first question is not, can he speak. The 
first question is, can he be trusted. The first question is, does he fear God. The first 
question is, does he love truth more than gain. The first question is, does he hate 
covetousness enough to reject bribes and refuse to sell his convictions. That is leadership. 
Everything else is just performance. 

1. Jethro’s Counsel and God’s Wisdom: The Standard is Spiritual, Not Corporate 

Exodus 18 is not a corporate seminar. It is Scripture. Moses is overwhelmed judging the 
people, and Jethro tells him to delegate and appoint leaders under him. But the 
qualifications Jethro gives are not about efficiency alone. They are about character. “Able 
men… such as fear God, men of truth, hating covetousness” (Exodus 18:21). That is God’s 
kind of leadership. It is not merely skill, it is fear of God. It is not merely talent, it is truth. It 
is not merely ambition, it is hatred of covetousness. 

The world will tell you leadership is vision, drive, networking, influence. God says 
leadership is fear of God and hatred of greed. The world teaches you how to build a brand. 
God teaches you how to guard a trust. The world crowns the confident. God crowns the 
faithful. And if you want to know why so many leaders collapse, it is because people 



choose men based on charm and competence while ignoring covetousness, and 
covetousness always collects payment. 

This standard also protects the people. A covetous leader will not only harm himself. He 
will harm the flock. He will use them. He will exploit them. He will pressure them. He will 
manipulate them. Peter warned that through covetousness men make merchandise of 
people (2 Peter 2:3). That is what happens when leaders are covetous. The people become 
products. God’s standard is designed to keep that from happening. 

2. “Able Men” Means Capable, But Capability Without Character is Dangerous 

The verse begins with “able men” (Exodus 18:21). God is not calling for weak leadership. 
God is calling for capable leadership. But capability by itself is dangerous if it is not 
governed by fear of God and truth. A capable man can do great damage faster than an 
incompetent man, because he has the skill to build systems, persuade crowds, and move 
money. 

So God puts ability under character. Fear of God must govern ability. Truth must govern 
skill. Hatred of covetousness must govern influence. Otherwise ability becomes a weapon 
in the hands of a greedy heart. That is why you can have a man who is gifted, magnetic, and 
productive, and yet he leaves behind wreckage, because the altar in his heart belongs to 
gain. 

Paul warned about leaders who use flattering words and a cloak of covetousness (1 
Thessalonians 2:5). That means ability can be used as a cover. The leader can sound 
sincere while he is extracting. He can sound spiritual while he is selling. He can talk about 
God while he is worshipping mammon. So ability is not the test. Character is. 

3. “Fear God” and “Men of Truth”: The Foundation of Judgment 

Leadership in Exodus 18 is judicial. These men are judging matters among the people. You 
cannot judge rightly if you do not fear God, because if you do not fear God, you will fear 
men, and if you fear men, you will bend truth to avoid conflict. Fear of God anchors a man. 
It makes him willing to displease people rather than displease the Lord. That is why 
Proverbs says, “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom” (Proverbs 9:10). A man 
cannot lead wisely without that fear. 

Then God requires “men of truth” (Exodus 18:21). That means truth is not merely something 
they speak when convenient. Truth is what they are. Truth is their reputation. Truth is their 
backbone. Truth is their measure. A man of truth will not shade facts to protect himself. He 
will not twist Scripture to profit. He will not spin stories to build an image. Truth is his 
currency, not gain. 



And this is where covetousness is deadly. Covetousness makes truth negotiable. 
Covetousness teaches the heart to ask, what do I gain, and once gain is the question, truth 
becomes an obstacle. That is why men of truth must hate covetousness. If they do not hate 
it, it will eventually buy them. 

4. Why God Requires Hate, Not Avoidance 

God does not say, leaders should be men who avoid covetousness. He says, “hating 
covetousness” (Exodus 18:21). Hate is an internal posture. Hate means you do not 
entertain it. You do not flirt with it. You do not excuse it. You do not admire it. You do not 
tolerate it in others either when you have authority to judge. 

A man who avoids covetousness can still tolerate it when the price is right. He can still 
tolerate it if it comes dressed as opportunity. He can still tolerate it if it benefits his family. 
He can still tolerate it if it funds his program. He can still tolerate it if it makes the numbers 
look good. Avoidance is too weak for leadership because leadership faces pressure. 
Leadership faces bribes, sometimes literal, sometimes relational, sometimes reputation, 
sometimes comfort. 

Hating covetousness means the leader has already decided that greed is an enemy of God. 
Paul called covetousness idolatry (Colossians 3:5). You cannot negotiate with idolatry. You 
cannot manage an idol. You dethrone it. And a leader who hates covetousness will judge it, 
cut it off, and refuse its bribes because he has already condemned it as sin. 

5. Bribes, Profit, and the Corruption of Judgment 

Covetousness destroys leadership because it corrupts judgment. The leader begins 
making decisions about profit rather than truth. He starts asking what will this bring in. Who 
will this offend. Who will stop giving. Who will leave. What will happen to my position. And 
once those questions govern decisions, truth is no longer the standard. Money is. 

The Bible repeatedly warns against bribes because bribes pervert judgment. “A gift in 
secret pacifieth anger” (Proverbs 21:14), and that can be used for good, but it can also be 
used to buy silence. “He that is greedy of gain troubleth his own house” (Proverbs 15:27). A 
leader greedy of gain troubles everything he touches. He cannot lead clean because his 
hands are sticky. 

This is why the Lord hates dishonest scales and perverted judgment. A covetous leader will 
call compromise wisdom. He will call manipulation strategy. He will call pressure 
leadership. He will call exploitation stewardship. And by the time the people realize what 
happened, the leader has already built a system that protects him. That is why God 
requires hate. Hate is preventative. Hate stops the bribe before it enters the mind. 



6. The Church Application: Choosing Men for Character, Not Charisma 

This verse is not only for civil judges. It is for God’s people choosing leaders of any kind. In 
the church, people too often choose men based on charisma. The man can talk. He can 
preach. He can organize. He can build. But the Bible says a bishop must be “not greedy of 
filthy lucre” (1 Timothy 3:3), and “not covetous” (1 Timothy 3:3). The standard is consistent. 
God does not want covetous men in spiritual authority because covetousness turns 
shepherding into selling. 

Paul told Timothy that in the last days men would be lovers of their own selves and 
covetous (2 Timothy 3:2). That means covetousness will be common in the culture. If the 
church starts choosing leaders who reflect the culture, the church becomes a mirror of the 
last days instead of a light in the last days. The church needs leaders who hate the spirit of 
the age, not men who ride it. 

So the test becomes practical. Does the man use people or serve people. Does he 
pressure for gain or preach for truth. Does he fear God enough to lose supporters if truth 
demands it. Does he handle money openly, honestly, cleanly. Does he live content or does 
he constantly reach. A covetous man may look like a builder, but he is building an altar to 
himself. A man who hates covetousness may not impress the crowd, but he will protect the 
flock. 

7. The Inner Test for Every Leader: What Do I Do When Gain is Offered 

Every leader faces the moment where gain is offered. It may be money. It may be status. It 
may be applause. It may be comfort. It may be a shortcut. It may be an opportunity that 
requires compromise. That is where the leader’s heart is revealed. If he hates 
covetousness, he refuses. If he merely avoids it, he may rationalize. 

The heart must be trained to hate covetousness by calling it what it is, idolatry (Colossians 
3:5). The heart must be trained to define life as Christ defines it, not abundance (Luke 
12:15). The heart must be trained to contentment. “Be content with such things as ye have” 
(Hebrews 13:5). Contentment is leadership protection because a content leader cannot be 
bought easily. A discontent leader is for sale. 

And the leader must practice generosity because giving breaks the grip. “The righteous 
giveth and spareth not” (Proverbs 21:26). A leader who gives freely is proving his heart is not 
owned by gain. A leader who hoards and manipulates is proving his heart is owned. 
Leadership is not just what you say. It is what you serve. 

Conclusion 



Exodus 18:21 gives a leadership standard that is so clear it exposes why so much 
leadership fails. “Able men… such as fear God, men of truth, hating covetousness” (Exodus 
18:21). God does not merely ask leaders to avoid greed. He requires them to hate it, 
because avoidance can become tolerance under pressure, but hatred produces judgment, 
refusal, and clean hands. Covetousness destroys leadership by turning decisions into 
transactions and truth into an obstacle. A covetous leader is not just tempted, he is 
compromised, because covetousness is idolatry (Colossians 3:5), and an idolater always 
serves his idol first. 

So the standard must be raised where God put it. Choose men for character, not charisma. 
Choose men who fear God more than men, who love truth more than profit, who refuse 
bribes, who cannot be bought, who will cut off covetousness in themselves and in the 
camp. In a world full of last days self love and covetousness (2 Timothy 3:2), that kind of 
leader will look strange, but that kind of leader will be safe. And safe leadership is not 
flashy, but it is rare, and it is priceless. 

If a man hates covetousness, he will not sell his convictions. If he fears God, he will not 
bend truth to keep comfort. If he is a man of truth, he will not use people as merchandise. 
He will judge righteously, lead cleanly, and protect the flock. That is the leadership test, and 
God wrote it down for a reason, because when covetousness is hated, leadership stays 
holy, and when covetousness is tolerated, leadership becomes a business, and the people 
pay the price. 

 

 

31 of 40: The Anatomy of Covetousness - Princes and Oppressors: Covetous 
Government (Proverbs 28:16) 
Main Passage: “The prince that wanteth understanding is also a great oppressor: but 
he that hateth covetousness shall prolong his days” (Proverbs 28:16) 

There is a reason the Bible talks about covetousness like a plague and not like a personality 
quirk. Covetousness is not only something a man does in private with his thoughts and his 
wallet. Covetousness is something a man does in public with his authority. When 
covetousness gets into a heart that has power, it does not stay small. It becomes policy. It 
becomes pressure. It becomes oppression. That is why Proverbs 28:16 is so blunt. “The 
prince that wanteth understanding is also a great oppressor: but he that hateth 
covetousness shall prolong his days” (Proverbs 28:16). Greed in power always turns into 
weight on the weak, because the man at the top stops seeing people as neighbors and 
starts seeing them as inventory. 



That proverb ties together two things people love to separate, ignorance and oppression. 
“The prince that wanteth understanding is also a great oppressor” (Proverbs 28:16). 
Understanding is not merely intelligence. Understanding is moral clarity. It is knowing what 
men are, what power is for, what justice is, and what God will judge. When a leader lacks 
that understanding, he becomes an oppressor because power without understanding 
always becomes selfish. A fool in authority is not harmless. A fool in authority is dangerous, 
because he will use people as fuel for his appetites. 

Then the proverb gives the counterweight. “But he that hateth covetousness shall prolong 
his days” (Proverbs 28:16). That is not just about living longer physically. That is about 
lasting. That is about stability. That is about not being destroyed by your own greed. 
Covetousness burns leaders out, destroys reputations, topples regimes, and leaves 
citizens broken. A leader who hates covetousness does not have to squeeze people to feed 
an idol. He can govern with justice because his heart is not for sale. God says that kind of 
hatred prolongs days, because it prolongs sanity, prolongs integrity, and prolongs the peace 
of a people. 

This essay is written to make you see covetousness as systemic, not only personal. People 
love to talk about covetousness as a private sin, like it is just a man wanting a bigger house 
or a nicer car. But when covetous men rise into places of power, they reshape laws, taxes, 
justice, and enforcement. They redefine what is legal to match what is profitable. They 
punish what threatens their gain. They reward what feeds their system. That is why the 
Bible keeps warning about covetous leaders, because when leaders love gain, citizens 
become inventory, and justice becomes a business. 

1. The Wisdom of Proverbs: Covetousness is a Leadership Issue, Not a Hobby 

Proverbs 28:16 does not address the poor man dreaming about money. It addresses the 
prince, the ruler, the one with authority. “The prince that wanteth understanding” (Proverbs 
28:16). God is telling you something. Covetousness is most dangerous when it sits on a 
throne, because it has the power to institutionalize itself. 

When covetousness is in a private man, it might ruin his home. When covetousness is in a 
prince, it can ruin a people. A covetous ruler has access to laws, courts, enforcement, 
taxation, and national resources. That means his greed can be baptized as policy. He can 
call oppression order. He can call theft revenue. He can call control safety. And the crowd 
will often accept it because the crowd has been trained to think government is god. 

So Proverbs speaks to leadership. It says the prince lacking understanding becomes a 
great oppressor (Proverbs 28:16). That is the Bible’s warning that corruption is not always 
complicated. Sometimes it is simply selfish men with power and no fear of God. 



2. “Wanteth Understanding”: When a Leader Lacks Moral Sense, He Becomes a 
Predator 

Understanding in Scripture is not only knowledge, it is wisdom applied. It is knowing what is 
right and why it is right. It is knowing how God sees people. It is knowing that men are not 
cattle. It is knowing that authority is stewardship, not ownership. When a prince lacks that 
understanding, he becomes an oppressor (Proverbs 28:16) because he will naturally use 
authority for self. 

The last days description fits this. “For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous” (2 
Timothy 3:2). Self love and covetousness together produce rulers who see the nation as a 
tool for their ego and their appetite. The ruler becomes a consumer and the people become 
consumed. That is what oppression is, the strong feeding on the weak. 

A leader without understanding also lacks the fear of God. The fear of God makes a man 
remember that he will answer to Someone higher than himself. When that fear is gone, the 
leader believes he is the final court. He becomes his own law. He becomes his own god. 
And once self is god, covetousness becomes religion. 

3. “Great Oppressor”: Greed in Power Always Turns Into Pressure on the Weak 

The proverb does not say the prince becomes a mild annoyance. It says he becomes a 
“great oppressor” (Proverbs 28:16). Oppression is not always chains and whips. 
Oppression can be paperwork. Oppression can be burdens. Oppression can be selective 
justice. Oppression can be bribery and favoritism. Oppression is any system where the 
ruler’s gain is extracted from the people by force or threat. 

Greed in power always turns into pressure on the weak because the weak are easiest to 
squeeze. The strong can move, fight back, hire lawyers, leverage influence. The weak 
cannot. So covetous government always targets the ones with the least resistance. It taxes 
them, regulates them, fines them, corners them, and then calls it progress. It turns citizens 
into inventory. 

And the Bible ties covetousness to oppression repeatedly. The prophets rebuked those who 
devoured widows’ houses and used religion as cover. Jesus condemned religious leaders 
who exploited the vulnerable while pretending to be holy. Peter warned that through 
covetousness men make merchandise of people (2 Peter 2:3). That is oppression, treating 
souls like products. 

4. Systemic Covetousness: How Greed Reshapes Laws, Taxes, and Justice 

This is where people need discernment. Covetousness is not only a private craving. It 
becomes systemic when it enters institutions. A covetous ruler will shape laws to protect 



gain. He will punish what threatens the system. He will enforce selectively. He will 
weaponize regulations. He will redefine justice as whatever keeps the money flowing. 

The Bible calls dishonest gain what it is. “He that is greedy of gain troubleth his own house” 
(Proverbs 15:27). Now multiply that by a prince, and you do not just trouble a house. You 
trouble a nation. When leadership is covetous, the nation becomes unstable because trust 
collapses. Justice becomes for sale. Courts become tools. Law becomes a club. 

That is why Exodus 18:21 required leaders who hate covetousness (Exodus 18:21). Not 
merely avoid it. Hate it. Because if the leader does not hate it, he will eventually tolerate 
bribes, tolerate corruption, tolerate oppression, tolerate exploiting the people. Avoidance is 
too weak for power. Hatred is necessary. 

5. The Alternative: “He That Hateth Covetousness Shall Prolong His Days” 

Proverbs 28:16 gives hope by giving a standard. “But he that hateth covetousness shall 
prolong his days” (Proverbs 28:16). A leader who hates covetousness is not for sale. He will 
not pervert judgment for profit. He will not squeeze the weak to feed his appetite. He will 
not turn citizens into inventory. 

That hatred is moral clarity. It is the recognition that covetousness is idolatry. Paul said it 
plainly, “Covetousness, which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). A leader who hates 
covetousness hates idolatry because he fears God. He understands that power is 
stewardship. He understands that authority is to protect, not to exploit. 

And that prolongs days because greed shortens days. Greed makes enemies. Greed breeds 
revolt. Greed collapses trust. Greed corrupts the conscience. Greed makes a man 
paranoid. Greed makes a leader unstable, because he must constantly protect the idol. 
But a leader who hates covetousness can govern with clean hands and sleep at night. 

6. The Citizen’s Discernment: Do Not Confuse Confidence With Character 

This proverb also teaches citizens how to judge leadership. People are easily seduced by 
charisma, confidence, and promises. But God’s test is not charm. God’s test is character. 
Does the man fear God. Is he a man of truth. Does he hate covetousness. Exodus 18:21 
makes that a requirement for judges (Exodus 18:21). Proverbs 28:16 makes it a requirement 
for princes (Proverbs 28:16). 

So a citizen has to look past slogans and ask, does this leader love gain. Does he use 
people as means. Does he treat the nation as a business that exists to enrich insiders. 
Does he bend justice for friends. Does he punish enemies with law. Those are 
covetousness symptoms. If a leader loves gain, citizens become inventory. 



This is also a warning to believers to avoid being naive. The last days breed self love and 
covetousness (2 Timothy 3:2). That means many leaders will talk like saviors while acting 
like consumers. And the church can become intoxicated by political hope instead of 
spiritual discernment. But the Bible keeps the lens on covetousness because 
covetousness exposes the heart. 

7. Personal Application: Covetousness in the Heart is the Seed of Oppression 

This essay cannot end by only pointing at princes. It has to come back to the heart, 
because covetous government is made of covetous men, and covetous men are produced 
by covetous hearts. A man who loves gain in private will love gain in public if he gets power. 
The only difference is scale. The seed is the same. The fruit is larger. 

That is why Jesus warned every man, “Beware of covetousness” (Luke 12:15). He did not 
only warn rulers. He warned men. Because covetousness changes your definition of life 
and your treatment of people. It turns neighbors into obstacles. It turns relationships into 
transactions. It turns truth into a tool. That is the seed of oppression. 

So the cure begins personally. Contentment is warfare. “Let your conversation be without 
covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have” (Hebrews 13:5). A man content 
in God cannot be easily bribed. A man content in God does not have to squeeze others to 
feel secure. A man content in God can lead clean if God gives him leadership. That is why 
the psalmist prayed, “Incline my heart unto thy testimonies, and not to covetousness” 
(Psalm 119:36). The heart must be bent away from idols before it ever touches authority. 

Conclusion 

Proverbs 28:16 tells the truth about power. “The prince that wanteth understanding is also 
a great oppressor: but he that hateth covetousness shall prolong his days” (Proverbs 
28:16). Greed in power always turns into pressure on the weak because covetousness 
turns people into inventory. When leaders love gain, laws become tools, taxes become 
extraction, and justice becomes selective. Covetousness is not only personal, it is 
systemic, because power multiplies whatever is in the heart. 

But God gives a standard and a warning. The leader who hates covetousness lasts, 
because he is not enslaved to the idol. He can govern with truth because truth is his 
currency, not profit. He can protect the weak because he is not feeding on them. He can 
judge righteously because bribes have no place in his hands. That is why God required 
leaders who hate covetousness (Exodus 18:21), and that is why Proverbs promises stability 
to the man who hates it (Proverbs 28:16). 



And the passage becomes a mirror for everyone. Covetousness in the heart is the seed of 
oppression in the system. If I do not kill it in my own soul, I have no right to be surprised 
when it shows up in rulers. So I take the warning personally. I beware of covetousness (Luke 
12:15). I mortify it as idolatry (Colossians 3:5). I practice contentment anchored in God’s 
presence (Hebrews 13:5). I pray for a heart inclined to God’s testimonies and not to 
covetousness (Psalm 119:36). Because the only way to stop covetous oppression at the top 
is to stop covetous worship at the altar, and the first altar any man must clean is his own 
heart. 

 

 

32 of 40: The Anatomy of Covetousness - The Violence Pipeline: Coveting Fields and 
Taking Them (Micah 2:2) 
Main Passage: “And they covet fields, and take them by violence; and houses, and take 
them away: so they oppress a man and his house, even a man and his heritage” (Micah 
2:2) 

People love to talk about covetousness like it is a harmless itch, a little wanting, a little 
dreaming, a little ambition, and then they act confused when society turns cruel. God 
never treated covetousness like a harmless itch because God sees where it goes. God sees 
the pipeline. He sees the invisible sin in the heart become visible sin in the street. That is 
why Micah 2:2 is one of the most devastating verses on this subject in the whole Bible, 
because it lays the whole progression out in one sentence. “And they covet fields, and take 
them by violence; and houses, and take them away: so they oppress a man and his house, 
even a man and his heritage” (Micah 2:2). It begins with coveting, it continues with taking, 
and it ends with oppression. That is the anatomy of the sin, from desire to force. 

Micah is not describing a cute struggle with contentment. Micah is describing an engine 
behind social cruelty. He is describing the way a covetous heart sees other people’s 
property, other people’s labor, other people’s inheritance, and decides it is fair game. 
Covetousness starts as a want, but it does not stay a want. It becomes a plan. It becomes a 
method. It becomes intimidation. It becomes manipulation. It becomes violence. And God 
calls it what it is, oppression. That is why covetousness cannot be dismissed as “just 
wanting.” The Bible treats it as the seedbed sin that feeds theft, fraud, exploitation, and 
brutality. 

This essay is designed to apply Micah 2:2 to modern forms of taking. In our day, most 
people do not take fields with swords in the open. They take with contracts, loopholes, 
predatory terms, dishonest scales, legal intimidation, and systematic pressure. They take 



with bureaucracy. They take with leverage. They take with threats that never have to be 
spoken loudly because everyone knows what power can do. The method changes, but the 
heart is the same. Covetousness is still the engine. The taking is still real. The oppression is 
still the result. Micah’s verse is ancient, but it reads like it was written yesterday because 
human nature has not changed. 

1. The Prophet’s X-Ray: God Traces the Crime Back to the Want 

Micah does not begin by condemning violence. He begins by condemning coveting. “They 
covet fields” (Micah 2:2). God traces the crime back to the want. That is the spiritual X-ray. 
It tells you the real problem is not only the hand that takes, it is the heart that wanted. Men 
want to blame outcomes on circumstance, poverty, stress, and necessity, and God says 
no, the root is covetousness. The root is desire that crossed the line into idolatry and 
entitlement. 

That is exactly how the law works. The tenth commandment is aimed at the heart. “Thou 
shalt not covet” (Exodus 20:17). Paul said the commandment exposed him internally. “I 
had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet” (Romans 7:7). Micah is 
doing the same thing prophetically. He is telling you the violence was not sudden. The 
oppression was cultivated. It started with coveting. 

This is why Jesus warned, “Take heed, and beware of covetousness” (Luke 12:15). He did 
not say beware of burglary only. He said beware of covetousness because that is where 
theft is born. If the heart is trained to want what is not yours, the hands will eventually look 
for a way to take it. 

2. The Pipeline in One Verse: Covet, Take, Oppress 

Micah 2:2 gives you the whole pipeline. “They covet fields, and take them by violence; and 
houses, and take them away: so they oppress” (Micah 2:2). That is progression. Coveting is 
internal. Taking is action. Oppression is consequence, and not only consequence, it is the 
nature of what the act becomes. Taking by violence is not merely theft, it is oppression 
because it uses force and power against the vulnerable. 

Notice the objects. Fields and houses. That is livelihood and shelter. That is not a man 
stealing a luxury item. That is a man stealing a man’s life. The field is how a family eats. The 
house is where a family lives. Covetousness does not stop at trinkets. Covetousness aims 
at what sustains another man. It is predatory. 

And then Micah says the oppression reaches “his heritage” (Micah 2:2). Heritage is not just 
property. Heritage is inheritance. It is generational continuity. It is what fathers leave to 



sons. Covetousness is so cruel that it will not only steal a present, it will steal a future. It 
will strip a family line of stability and call it business. 

3. Violence is Not Always a Fist: Modern Taking Through Manipulation and Intimidation 

When Micah says “take them by violence” (Micah 2:2), do not limit that to a club in the 
night. Violence is force, pressure, coercion. In modern life violence can be legal violence. 
Violence can be economic violence. Violence can be reputational violence. Violence can 
be the use of power to make a person comply because they cannot resist. 

People can “take” fields now through predatory contracts, through dishonest appraisals, 
through hidden terms, through fees that trap, through interest that enslaves, through 
paperwork that overwhelms, through legal threats that frighten. A man can be “taken away” 
from his house without a gun ever being fired, because the system becomes the weapon. 
The method changes, the heart does not. 

This is why the Bible keeps warning about dishonest scales and greedy gain. “A false 
balance is abomination to the LORD” (Proverbs 11:1). A false balance is modern violence 
dressed as math. It is theft with numbers. It is oppression with paperwork. Micah is 
exposing the heart behind it. Covetousness wants what is yours, and once it wants it, it will 
justify methods. 

4. Why God Calls It Oppression: Covetousness Feeds Social Cruelty 

Micah does not just say they steal. He says “so they oppress a man and his house” (Micah 
2:2). Oppression is when the strong use strength to burden the weak. Covetousness 
naturally produces oppression because covetousness sees people as obstacles or 
resources. It does not see them as neighbors. It sees them as inventory. 

That is why covetousness is idolatry. “Covetousness, which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). An 
idol demands sacrifices. If a man’s idol is gain, then people become sacrifices. He will 
sacrifice their peace, their stability, their future, their heritage, to feed his god. That is the 
cruelty. That is why covetousness is not merely personal sin. It becomes social sin. It 
becomes systemic cruelty. 

Proverbs warned about covetous rulers. “The prince that wanteth understanding is also a 
great oppressor: but he that hateth covetousness shall prolong his days” (Proverbs 28:16). 
Why. Because covetousness in power turns into oppression. Micah shows it at ground 
level. Proverbs shows it at leadership level. The Bible is consistent. 

5. The Respectable Cover: How Covetousness Justifies Itself as “Fairness” 



Covetousness never introduces itself as wickedness. It introduces itself as fairness, 
entitlement, necessity, strategy. It says, I deserve that field. I worked harder than him. I am 
smarter than him. He is in my way. He does not deserve it. It was wasted on him. That is the 
lie of deservedness, and once that lie takes hold, violence becomes justified in the mind 
before it becomes visible in the world. 

That is why James says desire conceives and brings forth sin, and sin brings forth death 
(James 1:14-15). The desire is not neutral when it is covetous desire. It is a pregnancy. It will 
deliver something if it is fed. Micah shows the delivery. Covet, take, oppress. There is your 
childbirth. 

And this is where religion can become dangerous too. People can cloak covetousness with 
spiritual language, and then they can steal in the name of blessing. Paul warned about a 
cloak of covetousness (1 Thessalonians 2:5). Peter warned of merchandise religion through 
covetousness (2 Peter 2:3). If covetousness can disguise itself as ministry, it can certainly 
disguise itself as justice. 

6. The Personal Mirror: The Same Pipeline Starts in the Heart of Any Man 

Micah is talking about Israel’s sins, but the pipeline is human nature. It is not only ancient 
landlords. It is any heart that wants what is not theirs. That is why the tenth commandment 
targets the heart. That is why Paul confessed how the law exposed him (Romans 7:7). That 
is why Jesus warned every man to beware (Luke 12:15). The pipeline starts in the heart of 
any man who does not kill covetousness at the root. 

Most people do not wake up and decide to oppress someone. They wake up and decide 
they want something. They rehearse it. They compare. They resent. They justify. They plan. 
They look for openings. They test boundaries. They inch. And then one day the taking 
happens, and everyone says it was sudden. Micah says it was not sudden. It was 
cultivated. It began with coveting. 

So this passage becomes a mirror for daily life. Do I envy what another man has. Do I resent 
God’s distribution. Do I interpret another man’s blessing as my deprivation. Do I dream 
about taking shortcuts. Do I justify exploiting. Do I feel entitled to what is not mine. That is 
the seed. And the seed grows if it is fed. 

7. The Cure: Contentment, Generosity, and a Heart Inclined Away From Covetousness 

God does not expose a pipeline without giving you an exit. The Bible commands 
contentment because contentment kills the engine. “Let your conversation be without 
covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have” (Hebrews 13:5). That is not 
passive. That is warfare. It is refusing the lie that God has shorted you. 



Then the Bible prescribes a heart direction change. “Incline my heart unto thy testimonies, 
and not to covetousness” (Psalm 119:36). That prayer admits the heart naturally leans 
toward idols. The Word of God inclines it back. The testimonies of God remind a man that 
God is good, God is faithful, God provides, and life is not measured by abundance (Luke 
12:15). 

Then the Bible praises generosity as the opposite spirit. “He coveteth greedily all the day 
long: but the righteous giveth and spareth not” (Proverbs 21:26). Giving breaks the 
clenched fist. It tells the heart, I will not take what is not mine. I will not worship gain. I will 
not use people. I will serve. And when a man learns to give, he stops being the kind of man 
Micah is condemning. 

Conclusion 

Micah 2:2 is a spiritual autopsy of social cruelty. “And they covet fields, and take them by 
violence; and houses, and take them away: so they oppress a man and his house, even a 
man and his heritage” (Micah 2:2). God shows the pipeline in one verse, covet, take, 
oppress. That is why covetousness is more than wanting. Covetousness is the engine 
behind theft and violence because it trains the heart to treat another man’s livelihood as 
fair game. It does not stop at desire. It moves toward taking. And when it reaches power, it 
becomes oppression that steals not only a present, but a heritage. 

And the pattern is not ancient only. The methods change, but the heart stays the same. 
Modern taking can come through legal manipulation, exploitation, intimidation, predatory 
terms, and systematic pressure. It can be violence without bruises. It can be theft with 
signatures. It can be oppression with paperwork. The reason it happens is because 
covetousness turns people into inventory and makes the weak the easiest targets. 

So the passage must become a mirror, not just a history lesson. Covetousness begins in 
the heart, and if it is not killed at the root, it will produce fruit that harms others. That is why 
Christ warned to beware of covetousness (Luke 12:15). That is why Paul called it idolatry 
(Colossians 3:5). That is why the psalmist prayed for a heart inclined away from it (Psalm 
119:36). That is why the Bible commands contentment (Hebrews 13:5) and praises 
generous righteousness (Proverbs 21:26). God is not trying to make men polite. God is 
trying to stop the pipeline before it becomes violence, and the first place the pipeline must 
be stopped is not in the field or in the courthouse, but in the heart. 

 

 



33 of 40: The Anatomy of Covetousness - God’s Wrath on the Hidden Idol (Isaiah 57:17) 
Main Passage: “For the iniquity of his covetousness was I wroth, and smote him: I hid 
me, and was wroth, and he went on frowardly in the way of his heart” (Isaiah 57:17) 

Most people think God is only offended by what makes noise. They think He reacts to the 
sins that show up in court records, scandals, divorces, arrests, and broken bones, and that 
He is mostly indifferent to the quiet sins that stay in the mind. Isaiah 57:17 demolishes that 
lie in one sentence. God says, “For the iniquity of his covetousness was I wroth, and smote 
him” (Isaiah 57:17). Covetousness is not a light issue with God. Covetousness is not merely 
a personality weakness. Covetousness is iniquity, and God says He was wroth over it. That 
means God takes the hidden idol personally, because covetousness is not only wanting. 
Covetousness is a challenge to His authority over your life. 

Isaiah 57:17 also reveals something most people do not want to face, covetousness can 
persist even under chastening. God says He smote him and hid Himself, and yet, “he went 
on frowardly in the way of his heart” (Isaiah 57:17). That is the stubbornness of the idol. A 
man can be corrected outwardly and still cling inwardly. He can be humbled publicly and 
still covet privately. He can lose something and still worship the thing. That is why 
covetousness is so dangerous. It is not merely an action you stop. It is a heart direction you 
must repent of, because the heart can go froward even while the hands look restrained. 

This essay is meant to warn the kind of person who thinks God does not care about private 
desire. It is meant to sober the person who thinks as long as they did not steal, they are 
clean. God says covetousness itself can provoke wrath. God says covetousness can bring 
smiting. God says covetousness can cause Him to hide His face in displeasure. That 
should make any serious believer check the altar in their heart, because covetousness is 
idolatry. “Covetousness, which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). God will not coexist with a rival 
god in the heart of a man who claims to belong to Him. He is not sharing the throne. 

1. “For the Iniquity”: God Calls Covetousness What It Is 

Isaiah 57:17 does not say, for his weakness, for his struggle, for his personality type. It says, 
“For the iniquity of his covetousness” (Isaiah 57:17). Iniquity is twistedness. Iniquity is 
moral corruption. Iniquity is not a neutral desire that got a little too strong. Iniquity is a 
crooked heart. God is naming covetousness as moral rebellion. 

That alone should end the modern habit of excusing it. People excuse covetousness 
because it can look respectable. They call it ambition. They call it drive. They call it 
providing. They call it planning. God calls it iniquity. The Bible is not confused. Paul called 
covetousness idolatry (Colossians 3:5). Ephesians calls the covetous man an idolater 



(Ephesians 5:5). Jesus warned to beware of it (Luke 12:15). God is consistent. 
Covetousness is not small. 

Covetousness becomes iniquity because it is not only wanting something. It is wanting 
something as a master. It is wanting something so much that God’s will becomes an 
obstacle, God’s timing becomes offensive, and God’s distribution becomes suspect. That 
is why it provokes God. It is not merely desire, it is rival worship. 

2. “Was I Wroth”: God Takes the Hidden Idol Personally 

God says, “was I wroth” (Isaiah 57:17). That is not mild irritation. Wrath is holy anger. Wrath 
is God’s settled opposition to sin. And He says that wrath was stirred “for the iniquity of his 
covetousness” (Isaiah 57:17). That should terrify the man who thinks private craving is 
harmless. Covetousness lives in the heart where nobody else sees it, and yet God says it 
provoked Him. 

Why. Because covetousness is not only about objects, it is about authority. Covetousness 
challenges God’s right to be God. It says, I do not accept Your portion. I do not trust Your 
wisdom. I do not believe You are enough. I must have that, and if I do not get it, I will be 
bitter, restless, and froward. That is rebellion. That is why God takes it personally. 

Jesus exposed this when He said, “Ye cannot serve God and mammon” (Luke 16:13). 
Covetousness is mammon worship. It is the heart serving another master. God is not 
negotiating with mammon in your heart. He is not cohabiting with an idol. That is why He 
becomes wroth. It is treason in the inner court. 

3. “And Smote Him”: Chastening Comes for a Sin People Think is Invisible 

The verse says God smote him. “Was I wroth, and smote him” (Isaiah 57:17). That is 
chastening language. That is correction language. That is God putting His hand on a man’s 
life to stop him from continuing down a crooked path. People do not like this because it 
means God disciplines for heart sins, not just for outward scandals. 

Hebrews teaches that God chastens His children. “For whom the Lord loveth he 
chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth” (Hebrews 12:6). Isaiah 57:17 
shows one of the sins that can bring that chastening, covetousness. God will strike the idol 
because He loves the man. God will shake the false god because He will not let a child of 
His be owned by it without resistance. 

Sometimes that smiting is loss. Sometimes it is frustration. Sometimes it is closed doors. 
Sometimes it is exposure. Sometimes it is inner dryness. God knows how to touch a man’s 
idol without destroying the man. The problem is, many people misinterpret God’s 



discipline. They get smitten and instead of repenting, they get stubborn. Isaiah shows that 
exact reaction. 

4. “I Hid Me”: When God Withdraws Felt Fellowship, the Idol Is Being Exposed 

God says, “I hid me” (Isaiah 57:17). That is a terrifying phrase. It means God withdrew the 
sense of His presence, the sweetness, the light, the felt fellowship. God does not leave His 
children in the sense of abandoning them, because He has promised, “I will never leave 
thee, nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5). But God can hide His face in displeasure. The 
Psalms speak that way repeatedly. It is the experience of dryness when sin is being held 
tightly. 

This is God’s mercy too. When God hides, He is forcing a choice. Will you cling to the idol or 
will you return to Him. Covetousness makes a man define life by abundance. Jesus said, “A 
man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth” (Luke 
12:15). When God hides, He is pressing that truth into the heart. If the heart is still clinging 
to the idol, the dryness continues, because God will not bless idolatry with fellowship. 

A man can keep the idol and still keep religion, but he will lose spiritual power, joy, clarity, 
and peace. That is part of the smiting. God will not let the idol deliver what it promises. He 
will make it bitter, because He loves the man too much to let him be satisfied in a rival god. 

5. “He Went On Frowardly”: The Stubborn Heart That Will Not Yield 

Here is the shocking part. “He went on frowardly in the way of his heart” (Isaiah 57:17). 
Froward is stubborn, perverse, crooked. It is the heart that refuses correction. God smote 
him, God hid Himself, God was wroth, and the man still continued in the same inner 
direction. That is the deceitfulness of covetousness. It can survive pain. It can survive loss. 
It can survive discipline. Because it is not just a want, it is worship. 

This explains why some people go through hard providences and come out bitter instead of 
better. They did not just lose something, they lost their god, and instead of repenting and 
bowing to the true God, they get froward. They argue. They accuse. They resent. They keep 
the idol in their heart even if the idol is now out of reach. 

The last days profile shows this kind of heart. “For men shall be lovers of their own selves, 
covetous” (2 Timothy 3:2). When self is god, covetousness becomes the way of the heart. 
And that heart becomes froward because it cannot submit. Submission feels like death to 
an idolater. 

6. God Will Not Coexist With a Rival: Covetousness Competes With His Authority 



The reason God is wroth over covetousness is because it competes with His authority. 
Covetousness says God is not enough. Covetousness says God’s portion is insufficient. 
Covetousness says God must answer to my cravings. That is why it is idolatry (Colossians 
3:5). An idol is a rival authority in the heart. 

This is why Scripture commands mortification. “Mortify therefore your members… and 
covetousness, which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). Mortify means kill. Not manage. Not 
compromise. Kill. Because God is not sharing His throne. You cannot serve God and 
mammon (Luke 16:13). You cannot worship Christ and crave the idol as your security. 

And the most sobering thing is that covetousness can stay hidden from men while being 
loud to God. A man can look successful and still be under God’s frown. A man can look fine 
outwardly and still be smitten inwardly. Isaiah 57:17 is God saying, I see it. I judge it. I will 
deal with it. 

7. The Way Back: Repentance, Contentment, and Heart Inclination 

The exit from Isaiah 57:17 is not denial. It is repentance. Covetousness must be confessed 
as sin, not excused as personality. It must be named as idolatry, not dressed as ambition. 
Then the heart must be retrained in contentment. “Let your conversation be without 
covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have” (Hebrews 13:5). Contentment 
is not passivity. Contentment is faith. It is trusting God’s wisdom and goodness in the 
portion He gives. 

Then you pray like the psalmist, because the heart is not neutral. “Incline my heart unto thy 
testimonies, and not to covetousness” (Psalm 119:36). That is a war prayer. It admits the 
heart naturally leans toward idols. It asks God to bend it back toward His Word. And when 
the heart is inclined to testimonies, it remembers what God has done, what God has 
promised, what God values, and the idol loses its spell. 

And then you practice generosity as warfare, because giving breaks the clenched fist. “He 
coveteth greedily all the day long: but the righteous giveth and spareth not” (Proverbs 
21:26). Giving dethrones the idol because it proves you do not need to hoard to feel safe. It 
proves your security is in God, not in accumulation. 

Conclusion 

Isaiah 57:17 is God pulling back the curtain on a sin men love to keep private. “For the 
iniquity of his covetousness was I wroth, and smote him: I hid me, and was wroth, and he 
went on frowardly in the way of his heart” (Isaiah 57:17). God calls covetousness iniquity. 
God says it provokes wrath. God says it can bring chastening. God says He can hide His 



face in displeasure. And the verse exposes the stubbornness of the idol, a heart can go 
froward even under discipline because covetousness is not merely wanting, it is worship. 

That should sober the person who thinks God does not care about private desire. God 
cares because private desire is where idols live. Covetousness competes with His 
authority, and He will not coexist with a rival god in the heart of a man who claims His 
name. You cannot serve God and mammon (Luke 16:13). Covetousness is idolatry 
(Colossians 3:5). And God is jealous for what belongs to Him, not because He is insecure, 
but because He is holy and because idols destroy the souls that bow to them. 

So the warning becomes a mercy if it drives repentance. The way back is confession, 
mortification, and surrender. You kill the idol as idolatry (Colossians 3:5). You embrace 
contentment as commanded (Hebrews 13:5). You pray for a heart inclined away from 
covetousness (Psalm 119:36). You practice giving as spiritual warfare (Proverbs 21:26). And 
you remember that God’s smiting is not proof He hates you, it is proof He refuses to let 
covetousness own you without a fight. The hidden idol may be private to men, but it is not 
private to God, and Isaiah 57:17 proves He will deal with it until the heart yields. 

 

 

34 of 40: The Anatomy of Covetousness - From Prophet to Priest: Religious 
Covetousness (Jeremiah 6:13; 8:10) 
Main Passages: “For from the least of them even unto the greatest of them every one is 
given to covetousness; and from the prophet even unto the priest every one dealeth 
falsely” (Jeremiah 6:13) 
“For from the least of them even unto the greatest of them every one is given to 
covetousness; from the prophet even unto the priest every one dealeth falsely” 
(Jeremiah 8:10) 

There are sins that wreck a man in private, and there are sins that wreck a whole nation in 
public, and religious covetousness will do both at the same time with a smile on its face. 
Jeremiah gives one of the most terrifying diagnoses in Scripture because it is not merely 
about sinners in the street, it is about leaders in the sanctuary. “For from the least of them 
even unto the greatest of them every one is given to covetousness; and from the prophet 
even unto the priest every one dealeth falsely” (Jeremiah 6:13). Then the Spirit repeats it 
again, almost word for word, as if God is underlining the sentence so nobody can pretend 
they missed it. “For from the least of them even unto the greatest of them every one is given 
to covetousness; from the prophet even unto the priest every one dealeth falsely” 



(Jeremiah 8:10). That repetition is not filler. That repetition is God saying, this is the plague 
and it has reached the pulpits. 

Jeremiah is exposing something people do not want to face, covetousness can take over 
religion. It can hit every level of society, from the least to the greatest, and when it climbs 
into spiritual leadership, it produces lying, manipulation, and false peace. The prophet and 
the priest “deal falsely” (Jeremiah 6:13). That means truth becomes negotiable. Scripture 
becomes a tool. Messages become products. People become customers. Sin gets 
rebranded. Judgment gets softened. Repentance gets replaced with reassurance. And the 
leaders still talk about God while serving another master. 

This essay is meant to call for discernment and repentance, not naive trust in titles. 
Jeremiah does not say, trust the prophet because he has a title. He says the prophet can be 
given to covetousness. Jeremiah does not say, trust the priest because he wears religious 
clothing. He says the priest can deal falsely. Titles do not cleanse covetous hearts. Offices 
do not purify motives. If covetousness is the hidden idol, then the prophet and priest can 
become salesmen for false comfort, selling peace when there is no peace, because 
covetousness demands profit and profit hates truth. That is why Jesus said, “Ye cannot 
serve God and mammon” (Luke 16:13). Religious covetousness is mammon in a robe. 

1. The Double Witness: Why God Repeats the Diagnosis 

When God repeats a thing, He is not stuttering. He is testifying. Jeremiah 6:13 and Jeremiah 
8:10 are the same indictment given twice, and in Scripture, repetition is emphasis. It is God 
saying, do not minimize this, do not gloss over it, do not pretend it is rare. The disease is 
widespread, “from the least… unto the greatest” (Jeremiah 6:13). The disease is not limited 
to the gutters. It is in the leadership. It is in the religion. 

This is one of the marks of a culture under judgment. When covetousness reaches the 
prophet and priest, the conscience of the nation collapses because the very men who are 
supposed to warn become men who want advantage. If the watchman is for sale, the city 
burns. If the preacher is covetous, the flock is scattered. If the priest deals falsely, the 
sanctuary becomes a stage. 

The point is not to make you cynical. The point is to make you biblical. The Bible never 
teaches blind trust in religious offices. The Bible teaches discernment. “Beloved, believe 
not every spirit, but try the spirits” (1 John 4:1). Jeremiah is doing that trying for you. He is 
testing leadership by fruit and exposing covetousness as the root. 

2. “Every One is Given”: Covetousness as Bondage, Not a Passing Thought 



Jeremiah does not say they struggle with covetousness. He says they are “given to 
covetousness” (Jeremiah 6:13). That is bondage language. That is surrender language. It 
means the heart has yielded. Covetousness is not merely a temptation knocking at the 
door. Covetousness is living in the house, eating at the table, giving orders. 

When a man is given to covetousness, he will rearrange his theology around his appetite. 
He will read the Bible in a way that protects his idol. He will choose doctrines that excuse 
his gain. He will avoid texts that threaten his comfort. He will preach around the cross 
instead of through it. He will turn God into a means rather than an end. 

That is why covetousness is so dangerous. Paul called it idolatry. “Covetousness, which is 
idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). An idol is not a hobby. An idol is a master. So when leaders are 
given to covetousness, they are not just flawed, they are enslaved to a rival god. 

3. “From the Least… Unto the Greatest”: A Plague That Spares No Level 

Jeremiah’s wording is sweeping. “From the least of them even unto the greatest of them” 
(Jeremiah 6:13). That means covetousness is democratic. It can infect the poor and the 
rich, the unknown and the famous, the laborer and the ruler. Covetousness does not 
require abundance. Covetousness requires discontent. It can flourish in poverty and 
flourish in prosperity, because its fuel is comparison and entitlement. 

In the last days profile, Paul put covetousness near the front of the list. “For men shall be 
lovers of their own selves, covetous” (2 Timothy 3:2). That is because self love breeds 
covetousness at every level. The poor covet to become rich. The rich covet to become 
richer. The unknown covet recognition. The famous covet more applause. The least covet 
what the greatest has. The greatest covet what the least still has, peace and simplicity. 

So Jeremiah is telling you this is not a class issue only. It is a heart issue. And when it is 
widespread, it becomes cultural. It becomes the air people breathe. It becomes the normal 
definition of success. And then religion adapts to it. 

4. “From the Prophet Even Unto the Priest”: When Spiritual Leaders Become 
Merchants 

Here is the horror. Jeremiah ties covetousness to spiritual leadership. “From the prophet 
even unto the priest” (Jeremiah 6:13). The prophet is supposed to speak the word of the 
Lord. The priest is supposed to represent holiness and mediate instruction. When both are 
corrupted, the people have nowhere to turn inside the system, because the system itself 
becomes the machine. 

Peter warned about this exact pattern. “And through covetousness shall they with feigned 
words make merchandise of you” (2 Peter 2:3). That is religious covetousness. It uses 



words, feigned words, polished words, religious words, to turn people into products. Paul 
said he did not use flattering words, nor a cloak of covetousness (1 Thessalonians 2:5). 
That means flattering speech can be a marketing tactic used to extract. 

This is why Jeremiah’s charge is not small. He is saying the prophet and priest are not 
merely mistaken. They are dealing falsely. They are selling false peace. They are blessing 
what God is judging. They are comforting people in their sin because it keeps the machine 
running. 

5. “Every One Dealeth Falsely”: How Covetousness Produces Lying Religion 

Jeremiah says covetousness and false dealing go together. “Every one dealeth falsely” 
(Jeremiah 6:13). Covetousness makes truth negotiable. If a leader’s idol is gain, then any 
truth that threatens gain becomes inconvenient. So the leader adjusts the message. He 
softens the warnings. He avoids confrontation. He chooses topics that keep the crowd 
happy. He preaches peace without repentance. He offers assurance without holiness. He 
promises blessing without obedience. That is false dealing. 

This is why Jesus exposed covetous religion in His day. “And the Pharisees also, who were 
covetous… derided him” (Luke 16:14). Covetous religious men mock preaching that 
threatens their idol. They do not hate truth because they love lies in theory. They hate truth 
because truth costs them something. Truth threatens their control, their status, their 
revenue, their reputation. 

Covetousness does not just lie outwardly. It lies inwardly too. It tells the leader he is serving 
God while he is serving mammon. It tells him his gain is provision while it is greed. It tells 
him his lifestyle is blessing while it is bondage. It tells him his platform is fruit while it is 
flesh. That is why it is idolatry. It corrupts the heart’s worship. 

6. Religious Institutions as Profit Machines: How the Sanctuary Becomes a Market 

When covetousness reaches prophet and priest, religion becomes a business model. The 
sanctuary becomes a market. The messages become products. The people become 
consumers. The leader becomes a brand. The Bible becomes a prop. The music becomes 
mood control. The altar call becomes a sales funnel. And the whole thing can run smoothly 
while God is outside the door. 

This is not theory. Jeremiah is describing it in seed form. He is saying the leaders are given 
to covetousness and deal falsely. That is the engine of institutional corruption. Once gain 
becomes the motive, everything gets adjusted to protect gain. Discipline disappears 
because discipline costs money. Hard preaching disappears because hard preaching costs 



attendance. Rebuke disappears because rebuke costs popularity. And the whole thing 
becomes peace talk because peace talk sells. 

Ephesians warned the church plainly. “Let it not be once named among you, as becometh 
saints” (Ephesians 5:3). Then it says the covetous man is an idolater (Ephesians 5:5). That 
means if a church tolerates covetousness at the top, it is tolerating idolatry at the top, and 
idolatry will always reshape worship. 

7. Discernment and Repentance: The Call is Not Suspicion, It is Scripture 

Jeremiah’s warning is not permission to hate every leader. It is permission to test 
leadership. It is permission to refuse naive trust in titles. The Bible tells you what to look for. 
Look for truth. Look for fear of God. Look for clean motives. Exodus required leaders who 
hate covetousness (Exodus 18:21). Proverbs said the man who hates covetousness lasts 
(Proverbs 28:16). Paul warned against cloaks of covetousness (1 Thessalonians 2:5). Peter 
warned about merchandise religion (2 Peter 2:3). Christ warned about covetous religious 
men (Luke 16:14). God has given the pattern so you are not helpless. 

And repentance has to begin in the house of God. Jeremiah is not only condemning the 
nation. He is calling it back. Covetousness must be confessed as idolatry. It must be 
mortified. “Mortify therefore your members… and covetousness, which is idolatry” 
(Colossians 3:5). Contentment must be restored. “Be content with such things as ye have” 
(Hebrews 13:5). The heart must be inclined away from covetousness. “Incline my heart 
unto thy testimonies, and not to covetousness” (Psalm 119:36). That is how the plague is 
stopped. 

Conclusion 

Jeremiah 6:13 and 8:10 expose a plague that is both common and catastrophic. “From the 
least… unto the greatest… every one is given to covetousness; and from the prophet even 
unto the priest every one dealeth falsely” (Jeremiah 6:13). God repeats it to show it is 
widespread and serious (Jeremiah 8:10). The horror is not only that people covet, but that 
spiritual leaders can be given to covetousness and deal falsely, meaning truth can be sold 
for advantage, and religion can become a profit machine while still talking about God. 

This is why titles are not enough. The Bible never told you to trust a label more than fruit. 
The Bible told you to try the spirits, judge righteous judgment, and beware of wolves in 
sheep’s clothing. Covetousness makes a man for sale, and a for sale prophet will sell 
peace when there is no peace, because peace talk is profitable. Covetousness makes a 
priest deal falsely because truth costs too much when the idol is gain. And once the 
leaders are corrupt, the whole system becomes a market. 



So the response must be discernment and repentance, not naive trust and not blind 
cynicism. Discernment means measuring leadership by Scripture, not by charisma. 
Repentance means killing the idol in your own heart first, because covetousness is not only 
out there, it is in here. God called it idolatry (Colossians 3:5). Christ warned to beware of it 
(Luke 12:15). Paul warned that you cannot serve God and mammon (Luke 16:13). Jeremiah 
warned that covetousness can infect prophet and priest. The only safe answer is to return 
to truth, return to fear of God, return to contentment (Hebrews 13:5), and refuse any 
religion that has turned people into merchandise, because God did not die to build a 
marketplace, He died to purchase a people. 

 

 

35 of 40: The Anatomy of Covetousness - Eyes and Heart Set on Gain: Blood, 
Oppression, Violence (Jeremiah 22:17) 
Main Passage: “But thine eyes and thine heart are not but for thy covetousness, and for 
to shed innocent blood, and for oppression, and for violence, to do it” (Jeremiah 22:17) 

Covetousness is one of those sins that people keep trying to keep respectable. They want it 
to be harmless wanting, harmless dreaming, harmless ambition, a little comfort, a little 
security, a little more breathing room. Jeremiah 22:17 rips that mask off and shows what 
covetousness becomes when it matures in a heart that has power. “But thine eyes and 
thine heart are not but for thy covetousness, and for to shed innocent blood, and for 
oppression, and for violence, to do it” (Jeremiah 22:17). That is not polite. That is predatory. 
That verse ties covetousness to blood, oppression, and violence, and it does it without 
apology because God knows greed is not passive. Greed is a hunter when it grows up. 

That passage also shows why covetousness is not merely a money issue. It is a heart issue, 
and the heart is where everything else comes from. When the eyes and heart are “set on 
gain,” the hands eventually follow. The eyes look. The heart wants. The mind plans. The will 
decides. And then the hands do what they were trained to do. Jesus listed “covetousness” 
among the things that come from within and defile a man (Mark 7:22). That means 
covetousness is part of the inner pipeline, and Jeremiah is showing you what the pipeline 
produces when it is fed long enough. 

This essay is meant to break the illusion that covetousness is only desire for comfort. 
Covetousness can become the root of brutality. It can lead to oppression because greed 
requires extraction. It can lead to violence because greed refuses obstacles. It can lead to 
shedding innocent blood because greed does not value life, it values gain. People do not 
like that, because it means covetousness is not a cute flaw. It is iniquity, it is idolatry, and it 



is dangerous. “Covetousness, which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). An idol always demands 
sacrifices, and when the idol is gain, the sacrifices are often people. 

1. The Verse That Refuses Soft Language: God Connects Covetousness to Brutality 

Jeremiah 22:17 does not treat covetousness as a mild temptation. It treats it as an engine. 
“Thine eyes and thine heart are not but for thy covetousness” (Jeremiah 22:17). That means 
the man’s inner life is dominated by gain. His eyes are tuned to it. His heart is set on it. That 
is worship language. Whatever your eyes and heart are “for” is what you serve. 

Then God adds the fruit list, “to shed innocent blood, and for oppression, and for violence, 
to do it” (Jeremiah 22:17). The phrase “to do it” is chilling. It means this is not accidental. 
This is not collateral damage. This is intentional. Covetousness has matured into action. 
Greed has become policy. Desire has become brutality. 

This is where people need to stop playing games. The Bible never calls greed harmless. The 
Bible calls it idolatry (Colossians 3:5). The Bible commands contentment because 
discontent is where greed is born. “Be content with such things as ye have” (Hebrews 13:5). 
When that contentment is rejected, covetousness takes over the heart, and Jeremiah 
shows what it can produce. 

2. “Eyes and Heart”: The Inner Engine That Drives the Outer Hands 

Jeremiah says the eyes and heart are “not but for” covetousness (Jeremiah 22:17). That 
phrase means the man’s attention and affection are locked in. The eyes are the gate. The 
heart is the furnace. The eyes feed the heart and the heart commands the hands. That is 
why covetousness is so deadly, it begins where nobody else can police you. 

Jesus said, “Take heed, and beware of covetousness” (Luke 12:15). He warned the inner 
man because the inner man produces the outer life. James said desire conceives and 
brings forth sin (James 1:14-15). Paul said the law exposed him internally, “Thou shalt not 
covet” (Romans 7:7). All of that agrees with Jeremiah. The heart is where the battle is won 
or lost. 

So when the eyes are trained to collect and the heart is trained to crave, the hands will 
eventually obey. The man may call himself civilized, but Jeremiah says when covetousness 
owns the eyes and heart, blood and oppression are not far behind. 

3. Shedding Innocent Blood: When Gain Becomes More Valuable Than Life 

The verse says covetousness is linked “to shed innocent blood” (Jeremiah 22:17). That is 
the extreme fruit. That is what happens when gain becomes the highest value. If money is 



god, then life is cheap. If profit is king, then people are expendable. That is not only ancient. 
That is human nature under idolatry. 

Micah described the same pattern in property language. “They covet fields, and take them 
by violence… so they oppress a man and his house, even a man and his heritage” (Micah 
2:2). Jeremiah is describing the same heart, but he is taking it to its darkest outcome. When 
covetousness meets resistance, it escalates. When covetousness feels threatened, it 
becomes ruthless. That is why greed is not passive. It is predatory. 

And do not pretend innocent blood only means murder in an alley. Innocent blood can be 
shed by corrupt systems, by perverted justice, by oppression that crushes. A covetous ruler 
can shed innocent blood through policy, through enforcement, through intimidation, 
through selective justice. The method changes, the heart does not. 

4. Oppression: The Normal Tool of a Covetous Heart With Power 

Jeremiah ties covetousness to “oppression” (Jeremiah 22:17). Oppression is not merely 
harshness. Oppression is using power to extract what you want from those who cannot 
resist. Covetousness naturally produces oppression because covetousness must take. It 
cannot be satisfied with stewardship. It demands ownership. It demands more. It demands 
control. So the weak become targets, because the weak are easiest to squeeze. 

Proverbs said the covetous prince becomes a great oppressor, and the one who hates 
covetousness prolongs his days (Proverbs 28:16). Exodus required leaders who hate 
covetousness (Exodus 18:21). Those passages exist because God knows power magnifies 
what is in the heart. If a man is covetous in private, he will be oppressive in public if he 
gains authority. 

Oppression becomes normal when the eyes and heart are for covetousness because the 
man stops seeing people as image bearers of God and starts seeing them as obstacles or 
resources. He sees their labor as his profit. He sees their property as his opportunity. He 
sees their weakness as his leverage. That is oppression. 

5. Violence: When Greed Refuses Obstacles 

Jeremiah adds “violence” (Jeremiah 22:17). Violence is force used to get what you want. 
Covetousness becomes violent when it refuses barriers. A man who wants what belongs to 
another will eventually resent the boundary, and resentment becomes aggression if it is 
fed. 

That is why God calls covetousness idolatry (Colossians 3:5). The idol demands, and when 
it is denied, it rages. An idolater will sacrifice anything to satisfy the god. If that god is gain, 



he will sacrifice truth, relationships, purity, and eventually even human life. That is what 
Jeremiah is exposing. 

This is also why religious covetousness becomes dangerous. Peter said through 
covetousness false teachers make merchandise of people (2 Peter 2:3). When religion 
becomes a profit machine, violence can show up as manipulation, intimidation, fear 
tactics, shame pressure, and spiritual threats. It is not always a fist. It can be force through 
control. Covetousness loves force because force gets results. 

6. The Polite Mask: Why Covetousness is Often Excused Until It is Too Late 

Most people do not fight covetousness early because it looks respectable. Nobody is 
embarrassed to want comfort. Nobody is embarrassed to want security. Nobody is 
embarrassed to want success. That is why covetousness is so deceptive. It can ride in the 
same car as legitimate responsibilities and then quietly take the steering wheel. 

But Scripture keeps drawing a bright line. Coveting is wanting what is not yours. Coveting is 
discontent with God’s portion. Coveting is the heart leaning toward an idol. That is why Paul 
said it should not be once named among saints (Ephesians 5:3), and that the covetous man 
is an idolater (Ephesians 5:5). God does not treat it as respectable because God knows 
where it goes if it is fed. 

Jeremiah 22:17 is the end of the polite mask. It shows you the mature form of the sin. It 
says, do not call it harmless. It can lead to blood, oppression, and violence. The only safe 
way to deal with covetousness is to deal with it early, at the eye, at the heart, at the 
imagination, before it becomes hands. 

7. The Countermeasure: Contentment, Mortification, and Heart Warfare 

If covetousness is an engine, the cure is not a mood. The cure is warfare. The Bible 
commands mortification. “Mortify therefore your members… and covetousness, which is 
idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). Mortify means kill. You do not manage a predator. You put it 
down. You refuse it fuel. You cut off its supply lines. 

Then the Bible commands contentment. “Let your conversation be without covetousness; 
and be content with such things as ye have” (Hebrews 13:5). That is not resignation. That is 
faith. It is trusting God’s goodness and wisdom in what He has given, and trusting His 
timing in what He has not. 

And the Bible teaches prayer for heart direction. “Incline my heart unto thy testimonies, 
and not to covetousness” (Psalm 119:36). That prayer admits the heart naturally leans 
toward idols. It asks God to bend it back toward His Word. The Word redefines life. Jesus 



said life is not abundance (Luke 12:15). The Word redefines success. The Word redefines 
safety. And when the heart is anchored there, greed loses its power. 

Conclusion 

Jeremiah 22:17 is one of the strongest warnings in Scripture because it tells the truth about 
what covetousness becomes when it matures. “But thine eyes and thine heart are not but 
for thy covetousness, and for to shed innocent blood, and for oppression, and for violence, 
to do it” (Jeremiah 22:17). That verse proves covetousness does not stay polite. When the 
eyes and heart are set on gain, the hands eventually follow, and blood, oppression, and 
violence can become normal, not because a man is “complicated,” but because a man is 
idolizing gain. 

That breaks the illusion that covetousness is merely desire for comfort. Covetousness can 
become the root of brutality because it is predatory. It hunts. It plans. It takes. It escalates. 
It sacrifices people to feed the idol. That is why the Bible calls it idolatry (Colossians 3:5), 
and that is why Christ warned to beware of it (Luke 12:15). Greed is not passive, it is active, 
and when it gets power, it becomes oppressive, and when it meets resistance, it becomes 
violent. 

So the warning is mercy if it drives repentance. The battle is at the eye and the heart long 
before it is at the hand. You kill covetousness as idolatry (Colossians 3:5). You embrace 
contentment as obedience (Hebrews 13:5). You pray for a heart inclined away from the idol 
(Psalm 119:36). You refuse to let your eyes and heart be “not but for” gain. Because if you 
do not fight it early, Jeremiah says it will not remain a private wish. It will mature into a 
predator, and once it matures, it does not merely want, it takes, and it does not merely take, 
it crushes. 

 

 

36 of 40: The Anatomy of Covetousness - The Treasure City’s End: The Measure of 
Covetousness Filled (Jeremiah 51:13) 
Main Passage: “O thou that dwellest upon many waters, abundant in treasures, thine 
end is come, and the measure of thy covetousness” (Jeremiah 51:13) 

There is a lie that prosperity whispers to a man and to a nation, and it is one of the deadliest 
lies on earth. It says, because you have more, you are safer. Because you have abundance, 
you are untouchable. Because you have treasure, you are protected. Jeremiah 51:13 
crushes that lie like a boot on a serpent. God speaks to Babylon, the treasure city, and He 
does not sound impressed. He sounds finished. “O thou that dwellest upon many waters, 



abundant in treasures, thine end is come, and the measure of thy covetousness” (Jeremiah 
51:13). That verse proves that God measures covetousness, and when the measure is full, 
judgment falls. Babylon’s abundance did not protect her from judgment, it announced that 
she was ripe. 

Babylon was not poor. Babylon did not steal because she was starving. Babylon was 
“abundant in treasures” (Jeremiah 51:13). She was rich and still covetous. That is what 
covetousness is, not need, but appetite. It is the hunger that grows by feeding. It is the 
heart that cannot say enough. It is the lust for more that turns wealth into a god and turns 
security into a cage. That is why God did not merely say Babylon was wealthy. He said the 
“measure” of her covetousness was full (Jeremiah 51:13). God is telling you covetousness 
is not only a personal sin, it is a measurable national sin, and there is a point where the cup 
fills and spills. 

This essay is meant to plant a fear of God back into any soul that thinks money is a shield. It 
is meant to teach the principle that individuals and nations can reach a point where greed 
becomes ripe for harvest. That is not poetry, that is Scripture. God measures. God 
remembers. God records. And when the line is crossed, He announces the end as if it has 
already happened, “thine end is come” (Jeremiah 51:13). Prosperity does not protect from 
judgment. Prosperity often accelerates judgment because prosperity gives covetousness 
room to grow until it becomes the defining spirit of the people. 

1. “O Thou”: God Addresses the City Like a Person Because He Judges Hearts and 
Systems 

Jeremiah 51:13 speaks to Babylon as if Babylon is standing there listening. “O thou” 
(Jeremiah 51:13). That is not strange. God addresses cities and nations because nations 
are not abstract. Nations are spiritual systems made of human hearts. A city has a 
character. A culture has a spirit. A people can be given to covetousness the way Jeremiah 
said Israel was (Jeremiah 6:13; Jeremiah 8:10). Babylon’s spirit was greed, gain, 
domination, and confidence in wealth. 

So when God speaks to Babylon, He is speaking to a system that has become an idol 
factory. Babylon is not only a geographic location. Babylon is a symbol of man’s organized 
rebellion, man’s commerce without conscience, man’s wealth without worship, man’s 
power without fear of God. That is why Revelation uses Babylon language for the world 
system that traffics in luxuries and souls. The principle is the same. God does not merely 
judge individuals. He judges systems when systems become engines of oppression and 
idolatry. 



That should put sobriety in a man’s bones. You can be part of a prosperous system and still 
be under the frown of God, because God judges not only what you have, but what your 
heart is “for.” Jeremiah 22:17 said the eyes and heart can be “not but for” covetousness 
(Jeremiah 22:17). Jeremiah 51:13 shows what happens when that becomes national. 

2. “Dwellest Upon Many Waters”: The Illusion of Security and the Reach of Influence 

God says Babylon “dwellest upon many waters” (Jeremiah 51:13). That phrase points to 
Babylon’s strategic security and her trade reach. Waters are supply lines, commerce, 
access, influence. Babylon sat in a position that made her feel untouchable, because she 
had resources, routes, and reach. She had what the world calls stability. She had what 
modern people call infrastructure. And God calls it out like it is nothing. 

Here is the warning. People confuse strategic advantage with divine favor. They confuse 
trade and money with righteousness. They confuse stability with blessing. Babylon had 
many waters and abundant treasures, and God says her end has come (Jeremiah 51:13). 
That means you can have the whole world’s version of security and still be one breath away 
from collapse because God is the one who decides when a nation’s line is crossed. 

This is why Jesus warned, “Take heed, and beware of covetousness” (Luke 12:15). He said 
life is not defined by abundance. A man can dwell upon many waters, and still drown. A 
man can be abundant in treasures, and still be bankrupt in soul. Covetousness makes the 
heart trust water and treasure instead of God, and God will not share His throne with 
mammon (Luke 16:13). 

3. “Abundant in Treasures”: Wealth as Fuel for Idolatry, Not Proof of Innocence 

Babylon is described as “abundant in treasures” (Jeremiah 51:13). That means 
covetousness is not cured by more. In fact, more often feeds it. Proverbs said, “He coveteth 
greedily all the day long” (Proverbs 21:26). That is appetite language, not necessity 
language. Covetousness is a bottomless pit. The more it gets, the more it wants, because it 
is not trying to satisfy a need, it is trying to satisfy a godless heart. 

Prosperity is not neutral. Prosperity is a test. It reveals what a man loves. It reveals what a 
nation worships. If a man gets more and becomes more generous, more grateful, more 
humble, then the wealth did not own him. But if a man gets more and becomes more 
anxious, more proud, more controlling, more ruthless, then the wealth became his idol. 
Paul called covetousness idolatry (Colossians 3:5). Wealth is not the idol by itself, but 
wealth is the easiest altar for the covetous heart to build because the world applauds it. 



That is why prosperity can accelerate judgment. Not because God hates money, but 
because money magnifies whatever is in the heart. It gives covetousness room to expand 
until it becomes the culture’s main religion, and then God says the measure is full. 

4. “Thine End is Come”: God Announces Judgment Like a Sentence Already Executed 

God does not say Babylon might end. He says, “thine end is come” (Jeremiah 51:13). That is 
God’s courtroom tone. That is not prediction like a guess. That is decree. When God says 
the end is come, the end is settled. Babylon could not buy her way out. Babylon could not 
negotiate. Babylon could not build higher walls. Babylon could not bribe heaven. When 
God’s sentence is spoken, wealth cannot delay it. 

This is where people need to remember that God is not impressed by what impresses men. 
The world bows to treasure. God weighs hearts. The world fears rich empires. God raises 
and removes kings. The world thinks money is power. God thinks money is dust. “The earth 
is the LORD’S, and the fulness thereof” (Psalm 24:1). When Babylon’s end came, her 
treasures became a testimony against her, because the treasures proved she had enough 
and still covetous. 

That is the most damning kind of covetousness, covetousness in abundance. It shows the 
sin is not need, it is worship. It shows the heart is not satisfied with God. It shows the heart 
is for mammon. 

5. “The Measure of Thy Covetousness”: God Keeps Score and the Cup Fills 

Then comes the phrase that should shake a man awake. “And the measure of thy 
covetousness” (Jeremiah 51:13). God uses measuring language because He is telling you 
sin accumulates. God is patient, but patience is not permission. A measure can fill. A cup 
can overflow. A harvest can ripen. And when it ripens, God swings the sickle. 

This is not the only place Scripture uses this principle. God told Abraham that the iniquity 
of the Amorites was not yet full (Genesis 15:16). That means there is a fullness point. There 
is a measure point. There is a line point. And Jeremiah 51:13 applies that to Babylon’s 
covetousness. Babylon crossed the line. The measure filled. The end came. 

That principle applies personally too. A man can keep feeding covetousness and think 
nothing is happening because lightning has not struck. But God measures. God records. 
And one day the measure fills and the consequences come, and the man acts surprised 
because he thought greed was “just wanting.” No, greed is a pipeline that matures, and 
God calls it iniquity and idolatry (Colossians 3:5). 

6. Ripe for Harvest: When Greed Becomes a National Religion 



Jeremiah 51 is not about a private man coveting a neighbor’s ox. It is about a city-system 
built on gain. Babylon’s commerce, power, and oppression were tied to her covetous spirit. 
That is why the judgment was so total. When covetousness becomes national religion, 
people are no longer neighbors, they are inventory. Laws become tools. Justice becomes 
for sale. War becomes business. And the whole system praises what God abhors. 

Psalm 10:3 said the wicked bless the covetous, whom the LORD abhorreth (Psalm 10:3). 
That is when a culture is upside down. When a nation praises covetousness, it is praising 
idolatry. It is praising the mammon spirit that Christ condemned. It is creating an 
atmosphere where greed is not repented of, it is celebrated. That is how the measure fills 
quickly, because repentance disappears. 

And when repentance disappears, judgment is not delayed by treasure. Treasure 
accelerates it because treasure gives the nation more ways to sin, more ways to exploit, 
more ways to dominate, and more reasons to trust itself instead of God. Babylon’s 
abundance was not protection. It was evidence. 

7. The Escape Route: Contentment, Generosity, and Refusing Babylon’s Definition of 
Life 

If Babylon represents the world’s system, then the escape route is refusing the world’s 
definition of life. Jesus said, “A man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things 
which he possesseth” (Luke 12:15). That is the anti-Babylon sentence. Babylon says life is 
treasure. Christ says life is not treasure. Babylon says security is many waters. God says 
security is Him. 

So the believer’s war is heart war. “Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be 
content with such things as ye have” (Hebrews 13:5). That is not a suggestion. That is a 
command. And it is paired with God’s presence, “for he hath said, I will never leave thee, 
nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5). Contentment is rooted in the nearness of God, not in the 
abundance of treasure. 

Then comes the prayer of warfare, “Incline my heart unto thy testimonies, and not to 
covetousness” (Psalm 119:36). The heart naturally leans Babylon-ward. It leans toward 
more. It leans toward comparison. It leans toward safety in things. That prayer asks God to 
bend it back. 

And then generosity breaks the spell, because it dethrones treasure as god. “He coveteth 
greedily all the day long: but the righteous giveth and spareth not” (Proverbs 21:26). Giving 
is not just charity. Giving is declaration. It declares that mammon is not master. It declares 
that God is provider. It declares that you refuse Babylon’s religion even if you live near 
Babylon’s waters. 



Conclusion 

Jeremiah 51:13 is a thunderclap against the myth that prosperity equals protection. “O 
thou that dwellest upon many waters, abundant in treasures, thine end is come, and the 
measure of thy covetousness” (Jeremiah 51:13). Babylon had the world’s security, many 
waters, and the world’s wealth, abundant treasures, and God announced the end like a 
sentence already executed because a line had been crossed. The measure filled. The cup 
overflowed. The harvest ripened. Judgment fell. Prosperity did not protect Babylon. 
Prosperity made her ripe. 

That principle applies to nations and to individuals. God measures covetousness. God 
records the appetite. God watches the heart set on gain. And there is a point where greed 
becomes ripe for harvest because it has become a god, and God will not coexist with rival 
gods. Covetousness is idolatry (Colossians 3:5). You cannot serve God and mammon (Luke 
16:13). So the only safe path is repentance, contentment, and refusing Babylon’s definition 
of life. 

If Babylon’s end teaches anything, it teaches that treasure is a test, not a shield. The world 
applauds the treasure city. God measures the covetous heart beneath it. The world thinks 
abundance delays consequence. God says abundance can accelerate it because it feeds 
the idol. So I take the warning personally. I beware of covetousness (Luke 12:15). I choose 
contentment rooted in God’s presence (Hebrews 13:5). I ask God to incline my heart away 
from the idol (Psalm 119:36). I practice giving as warfare (Proverbs 21:26). Because when 
the measure fills, money cannot buy another minute, and Babylon proves that the end of a 
covetous system is not gradual improvement, it is sudden judgment. 

 

 

37 of 40: The Anatomy of Covetousness - Hearing Without Doing: A Religious Audience 
with a Hungry Heart (Ezekiel 33:31) 
Main Passage: “And they come unto thee as the people cometh, and they sit before 
thee as my people, and they hear thy words, but they will not do them: for with their 
mouth they shew much love, but their heart goeth after their covetousness” (Ezekiel 
33:31) 

There is a kind of church disease that does not look like rebellion at first glance, because it 
is dressed up in spiritual manners. It shows up early. It sits down. It says Amen at the right 
times. It shakes hands. It praises God with its mouth. It talks about how much it loves the 
preacher and loves the Word and loves the truth. Then it walks out the door and runs right 
back to its idol like a dog returning to its vomit. Ezekiel 33:31 is one of the sharpest 



exposures of that disease in the whole Bible. God says, “And they come unto thee as the 
people cometh, and they sit before thee as my people, and they hear thy words, but they 
will not do them: for with their mouth they shew much love, but their heart goeth after their 
covetousness” (Ezekiel 33:31). That verse is not describing atheists. It is describing a 
religious audience with a hungry heart, people who can hear truth and still chase gain 
because obedience is not the point for them. The point is the feeling of being spiritual while 
keeping the idol. 

That is the frightening condition Ezekiel exposes, hearing without doing. These people do 
not reject the sermon. They consume it. They treat truth like entertainment. They treat 
preaching like a performance. They treat spiritual instruction like a hobby. They “hear thy 
words” but “they will not do them” (Ezekiel 33:31). And the reason is not that the words are 
unclear. The reason is that the heart is already committed elsewhere. God tells you exactly 
where it goes, “their heart goeth after their covetousness” (Ezekiel 33:31). That means 
covetousness can coexist with sermon hearing when the heart refuses obedience. It can sit 
under truth without bowing to it. It can admire righteousness without practicing it. It can 
praise God with the mouth while worshipping mammon with the heart. 

This essay is a call to stop using truth as entertainment. It is a call to stop pretending 
listening equals obedience. It is a call to stop flattering yourself because you have sound 
doctrine in your ears while your heart is still for gain. Jesus warned, “Take heed, and beware 
of covetousness” (Luke 12:15). Paul called it idolatry (Colossians 3:5). Ezekiel shows it 
sitting in church. Jeremiah showed it infecting prophets and priests (Jeremiah 6:13; 
Jeremiah 8:10). Ezekiel shows it in the pew, smiling, nodding, and still refusing to do what 
God says. That should make any honest believer fear God and examine himself. 

1. “They Come… and They Sit”: Church Attendance That Looks Right and Is Wrong 

God says, “they come unto thee as the people cometh, and they sit before thee as my 
people” (Ezekiel 33:31). They look like the real thing. They come like church people come. 
They sit like God’s people sit. They take the posture. They play the role. They speak the 
language. They know when to nod. They know when to smile. They know how to appear 
spiritual. 

That is why this passage is so deadly. It exposes counterfeit spirituality that hides in plain 
sight. These are not people who openly hate the Bible. They show up to hear it. They sit 
before the prophet. They present themselves “as my people” (Ezekiel 33:31). They want to 
be seen as part of the flock. They want the reputation of being among the faithful. They 
want the respectability that comes with being connected to God’s people, but they do not 
want the obedience that makes a man truly belong to God. 



This is why attendance alone is not a proof of anything. Attendance can be habit, culture, 
comfort, reputation, guilt management, or entertainment. Ezekiel 33:31 shows a crowd 
that attends but does not submit. And if a man can attend without submitting, he can 
attend while covetous. 

2. “They Hear Thy Words, But They Will Not Do Them”: Truth Without Obedience Is 
Condemnation 

The Lord says they “hear thy words, but they will not do them” (Ezekiel 33:31). That is the 
core. Hearing is not the problem. Refusal is the problem. The truth is heard, understood, 
and then rejected at the level of obedience. This is not ignorance. This is resistance. This is 
the heart saying, I want the comfort of truth in my ears without the cost of truth in my life. 

James warned about this condition. “But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, 
deceiving your own selves” (James 1:22). Hearing without doing is self-deception. It is 
spiritual trickery. It is a man patting himself on the back because he sits under preaching 
while he continues in the same sins. The more he hears, the more he thinks he is safe, 
when in reality the more he hears, the more accountable he becomes. 

Jesus also warned that hearing and not obeying is like building on sand. Storms come, and 
the house falls because there was no foundation of obedience (Matthew 7:26-27). Ezekiel 
is showing that same principle. You can sit, you can hear, you can nod, and still be empty 
and unstable because you will not do what God says. 

3. “With Their Mouth They Shew Much Love”: Spiritual Talk as a Substitute for 
Repentance 

God says, “for with their mouth they shew much love” (Ezekiel 33:31). They are 
affectionate. They are flattering. They are expressive. They talk about love. They tell the 
prophet how much they appreciate him. They say they love the Lord. They say they love the 
truth. They say they love the Word. They talk spiritual. 

But God exposes the trick. Mouth love is cheap when the heart is elsewhere. This is the 
same disease Jesus rebuked when He said, “This people draweth nigh unto me with their 
mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me” (Matthew 15:8). 
That is lip religion. That is mouth love. That is honor with no obedience. It is not love. It is 
theater. 

A man can speak love and still worship gain. A man can sound warm and still be cold. That 
is why God does not judge by words alone. God judges by heart direction. When God says 
they show love with their mouth, He is not complimenting them. He is exposing them. 



4. “But Their Heart Goeth After Their Covetousness”: The Idol That Walks Them Out the 
Door 

Then comes the knife. “But their heart goeth after their covetousness” (Ezekiel 33:31). The 
mouth stays in the sanctuary. The heart runs after gain. The mouth says love. The heart 
says more. The mouth says Amen. The heart says money. The mouth says praise God. The 
heart says upgrade, status, control, comfort, security in things. That is covetousness sitting 
in church. 

This is why covetousness is idolatry. “Covetousness, which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). 
The heart “goeth after” whatever it worships. That phrase is worship language. It is pursuit 
language. It is devotion language. The heart is not neutral. The heart is always following 
something. Ezekiel says their heart follows covetousness even while their body follows 
religion. 

And this is why Christ said, “Ye cannot serve God and mammon” (Luke 16:13). You can try 
to pretend, but you cannot. Ezekiel shows the attempt. People sit as God’s people, but their 
heart is serving mammon. They treat sermons like spiritual deodorant so they can keep 
chasing gain without the stink of guilt. 

5. Truth as Entertainment: When Preaching Becomes a Show 

The condition Ezekiel exposes is the condition of truth used as entertainment. These 
people come to hear. They like the sound. They like the experience. They like the vibe. They 
like the feeling of being in a place where truth is spoken. But they do not come to obey. They 
come to consume. 

That is a terrifying judgment in itself, to be able to hear truth and remain unchanged. It 
means the conscience is being trained to resist. It means the heart is being hardened. The 
more truth is treated like a show, the more the soul becomes dull. A man can become a 
sermon critic instead of a repentant sinner. He can become a doctrine collector instead of 
a holy man. He can become an admirer of preaching while remaining a slave to 
covetousness. 

This is why Paul warned Timothy about people who have a form of godliness but deny the 
power thereof (2 Timothy 3:5). Covetousness is on that last days list (2 Timothy 3:2). The 
same people who love themselves and are covetous can still be religious. Ezekiel shows 
them sitting as God’s people. The form is there. The power is denied because the heart will 
not yield. 

6. The Covetous Heart’s Strategy: Keep the Idol and Keep the Religion 



The covetous heart has a strategy. It wants both worlds. It wants the respectability of 
religion and the pleasures of the idol. It wants God as a mascot and mammon as a master. 
It wants heaven as insurance and gain as obsession. That is why it loves to hear preaching 
without doing it, because hearing feels like paying rent to God while keeping the idol in the 
basement. 

Jeremiah exposed leaders who were given to covetousness and dealt falsely (Jeremiah 
6:13; Jeremiah 8:10). Ezekiel exposes listeners who do the same thing in their own way. The 
leaders deal falsely in the pulpit. The listeners deal falsely in the pew. Both are pretending. 
Both are acting. Both are using religion as cover. 

That is why God takes covetousness personally. Isaiah said, “For the iniquity of his 
covetousness was I wroth, and smote him” (Isaiah 57:17). God will chasten the covetous 
because He will not coexist with that idol. The covetous man thinks he can 
compartmentalize, preach hour on Sunday, profit the rest of the week. God says no. The 
heart is mine or it is mammon’s. 

7. The Call: Repent, Obey, and Put the Idol to Death 

The cure is not listening to more sermons. The cure is repentance that produces 
obedience. James said do not be hearers only (James 1:22). Jesus said beware of 
covetousness (Luke 12:15). Paul said mortify covetousness because it is idolatry 
(Colossians 3:5). Ezekiel 33:31 is the warning light that comes on when a man’s religion has 
become an entertainment habit instead of a submission life. 

So the call is to put the idol to death. That is not poetic. That is command. “Mortify 
therefore your members… covetousness, which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). Mortify 
means kill. Not manage. Not negotiate. Kill. Cut the supply lines. Refuse the fantasies. 
Refuse the comparisons. Refuse the entitled thinking. Refuse to chase what God has not 
given. 

Then the heart must be retrained in contentment. “Let your conversation be without 
covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have” (Hebrews 13:5). That is 
obedience. That is trust. And you pray like the psalmist, “Incline my heart unto thy 
testimonies, and not to covetousness” (Psalm 119:36). If the heart naturally goes after 
covetousness, then the heart must be inclined back toward God’s testimonies, back 
toward God’s definitions, back toward God’s values. 

Conclusion 

Ezekiel 33:31 is one of the most sobering church verses in the Bible because it shows how 
a man can sit under truth and still worship an idol. “They sit before thee as my people, and 



they hear thy words, but they will not do them: for with their mouth they shew much love, 
but their heart goeth after their covetousness” (Ezekiel 33:31). That is hearing without 
doing. That is mouth love with a hungry heart. That is spiritual talk used as camouflage for 
disobedience. That is truth used as entertainment. 

The danger is not that these people never heard the Word. The danger is that they heard it 
and refused it. The danger is that religion became a weekly performance that made them 
feel safe while covetousness remained their real pursuit. That is why covetousness is so 
deadly, it can coexist with sermon hearing when the heart refuses obedience, because 
covetousness is idolatry (Colossians 3:5), and you cannot serve God and mammon (Luke 
16:13). You can pretend, but God sees the heart. 

So I take the warning personally. I refuse to use preaching like a show. I refuse to treat truth 
like entertainment. I refuse to think nodding is obedience. I want the Word to cut, correct, 
and command, because “the word of God is quick, and powerful” (Hebrews 4:12). I want to 
be a doer, not a consumer. I want my mouth love to match my heart direction. And if my 
heart is going after covetousness, then the only honest move is repentance, mortification, 
and obedience, because God did not give truth to amuse me, He gave truth to change me. 

 

 

38 of 40: The Anatomy of Covetousness - The Heart Filled with It: Covetousness in the 
Catalogue of Reprobation (Romans 1:29) 
Main Passage: “Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, 
covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; 
whisperers” (Romans 1:29) 

Covetousness is one of the devil’s favorite sins because it can walk into a room dressed like 
a respectable citizen and nobody throws it out. Men will rebuke drunkenness quicker than 
they rebuke greed. Men will warn their children about immorality quicker than they warn 
them about a hungry heart. Men will preach against murder while they wink at 
covetousness as ambition. That is why Romans 1:29 is so important, because Paul puts 
covetousness where God puts it, right in the catalogue of a heart that has turned from God. 
“Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, 
maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers” (Romans 1:29). 
That is not a list of minor mistakes. That is a list of moral collapse. And covetousness is in 
there like a loaded gun, because covetousness is not only a bad habit, it is a symptom of 
spiritual disease. 



Romans 1 is not simply about individual slip ups. Romans 1 is a chapter about a culture 
that trades God for idols and then spirals downward. It begins with a refusal to glorify God 
and a refusal to be thankful, and it ends with God giving men over, over, over (Romans 1:21-
28). When a man rejects light, darkness does not stay in one corner. It spreads. The heart 
becomes “filled” and “full” of things that destroy. Romans 1:29 shows what fills the heart 
when God is pushed out, and covetousness is listed as one of the contents. That means 
covetousness is not just wanting nicer things. Covetousness is part of the package of a 
heart that is no longer governed by God. It is idolatry in work clothes, and it leads to ugly 
neighbors because it is a front door sin that opens into a very ugly house. 

This essay is designed to press one point until it lands, when covetousness becomes 
normal, other sins follow quickly, envy, deceit, malignity, and worse, just like Paul lists. You 
do not get a culture “full of envy” without a culture full of comparison, and comparison is 
the oxygen of covetousness. You do not get “deceit” without appetite that demands it. You 
do not get “maliciousness” and “malignity” without hearts that resent boundaries and 
resent people who have what they want. So Romans 1:29 is not only a theology statement. 
It is a warning flare. It is God saying, if you normalize covetousness, you are normalizing the 
gateway drug to a whole reprobate lifestyle. 

1. “Being Filled”: Covetousness is Not a Visitor, It is Content 

Paul does not say they occasionally covet. He says they are “being filled with all 
unrighteousness” (Romans 1:29). That is internal saturation. That is not temptation 
knocking. That is sin occupying. Then he lists what is inside, and right in the middle is 
“covetousness” (Romans 1:29). That means covetousness is part of the content of the 
heart in moral collapse. 

This is why the Bible treats covetousness like a serious spiritual condition. Jesus said it 
comes from within and defiles (Mark 7:22-23). Paul called it idolatry (Colossians 3:5). 
Ephesians calls the covetous man an idolater (Ephesians 5:5). Ezekiel said people can sit 
and hear preaching while their heart goes after covetousness (Ezekiel 33:31). That is not 
casual. That is domination. Covetousness is not a mood, it is a master when it is allowed to 
fill a heart. 

When a heart is filled, it means there is little room for God. That is the whole point of 
Romans 1. Men pushed God out. They did not like to retain God in their knowledge 
(Romans 1:28). So what moved in. A list like Romans 1:29. Covetousness is part of what 
moves in when God is evicted. 

2. The Romans 1 Slide: From Unthankful to Unclean to Unhinged 



Romans 1 begins with a simple refusal, “neither were thankful” (Romans 1:21). That is not a 
small verse. Unthankfulness is the seedbed of covetousness because a thankful heart is 
content and a covetous heart is never content. When a man stops thanking God for what 
he has, he starts accusing God for what he does not have. That is how covetousness gets 
welcomed in as “reasonable.” 

Then Romans 1 moves to idolatry, men change the glory of God for images (Romans 1:23). 
That is worship transfer. Covetousness is worship transfer too. “Covetousness, which is 
idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). It is the heart bowing to things. Then Romans 1 shows God giving 
them over, and the outward sins become more open, more shameless, more destructive 
(Romans 1:24-28). That is the slide. The chapter is not random. It is a progression, and 
covetousness is one of the inner engines powering it. 

So when Paul lists covetousness in Romans 1:29, he is not saying it is harmless. He is 
saying it is part of the spiritual pathology of a reprobate drift. It is one of the internal drivers 
that makes men willing to trade truth for appetite. 

3. Covetousness and Idolatry: The Respectable Sin That Belongs With the Ugly Ones 

Look at the company covetousness keeps in Romans 1:29. “Fornication, wickedness, 
covetousness, maliciousness” (Romans 1:29). Then “envy, murder, debate, deceit, 
malignity” (Romans 1:29). That is ugly company. That should tell you covetousness is not a 
polite little desire. Covetousness belongs in the same room with murder and deceit 
because it can produce those things when it matures. 

Jeremiah said when the eyes and heart are for covetousness, the hands can shed innocent 
blood and commit oppression and violence (Jeremiah 22:17). Micah said they covet fields 
and take them by violence and oppress (Micah 2:2). Proverbs said the covetous appetite is 
day long and never satisfied (Proverbs 21:26). None of that is polite. Covetousness is 
predatory when it grows. 

This is why the Bible does not treat covetousness as “less serious” because it is less 
scandalous. Covetousness is less scandalous because it is more hidden, not because it is 
less deadly. It is the respectable front door to the ugly house. 

4. “Full of Envy”: Covetousness Produces a Culture of Poisoned Eyes 

Paul says they are “full of envy” (Romans 1:29). Envy is covetousness with resentment. 
Covetousness says, I want. Envy says, I want what you have and I do not want you to have 
it. That is why envy is such a poison. It cannot rejoice with them that rejoice. It cannot be 
thankful. It cannot be content. It cannot be at peace. 



Covetousness thrives on comparison. Comparison is the devil’s ruler. It measures your life 
against someone else’s highlight reel and whispers, not enough. That is how envy fills the 
heart. And when envy fills the heart, love dies, because love rejoices in the good of others, 
and envy mourns the good of others. So covetousness is not only a personal craving. It is 
relational acid. It dissolves brotherhood, friendship, marriage, community, and even 
church life. 

That is why Ezekiel’s audience could sit and show love with their mouth while their heart 
went after covetousness (Ezekiel 33:31). Their love was mouth love, not heart love, because 
covetousness in the heart makes real love impossible. Covetousness turns people into 
rivals and obstacles. 

5. “Deceit” and “Malignity”: When Appetite Demands Strategy and Cruelty 

Paul includes “deceit” and “malignity” (Romans 1:29). Deceit is lying for advantage. 
Malignity is ill will that enjoys harm. Those are not sins that show up in a healthy heart. 
Those are sins that show up when appetite becomes king. Covetousness produces deceit 
because covetousness wants what it wants, and if truth stands in the way, covetousness 
will bend truth. That is why religious covetousness produces false dealing, as Jeremiah 
said, from prophet to priest they deal falsely (Jeremiah 6:13; Jeremiah 8:10). Covetousness 
is willing to lie if lying protects gain. 

And malignity follows because covetousness breeds resentment. When a man is ruled by 
appetite, everyone becomes either a resource or a threat. If you have what he wants, he 
resents you. If you block what he wants, he hates you. If you expose what he wants, he 
attacks you. That is how debate, whispering, backbiting, and slander flourish in a covetous 
environment. Paul lists “debate” and “whisperers” right there (Romans 1:29). Those are 
social sins born from hungry hearts. 

So covetousness is not merely wanting things. Covetousness is the root of a whole network 
of ugly behaviors because it dethrones God and enthrones appetite. 

6. The Reprobate Catalogue: Covetousness as a Symptom of a Godless Mind 

Romans 1 uses the language of being given over. God gives men over when they refuse 
Him. That does not mean God makes them sin. It means God removes restraints and lets 
them run with what they chose. And the result is a mind and heart filled with corruption. 
Covetousness is one of the symptoms of that condition. 

When a culture no longer fears God, covetousness becomes a virtue. It becomes ambition. 
It becomes “hustle.” It becomes “get yours.” It becomes “build your brand.” It becomes 
“secure your bag.” It becomes normal. And when covetousness becomes normal, Paul’s 



list becomes normal too, because covetousness cannot stay isolated. It spreads. It pulls in 
envy. It pulls in deceit. It pulls in maliciousness. It pulls in whispering and debate. It pulls in 
violence when it has enough power. 

That is why Psalm 10:3 says the wicked bless the covetous whom the LORD abhorreth 
(Psalm 10:3). When a nation blesses the covetous, it is a nation in Romans 1 territory. It is a 
nation applauding what God hates. And once applause replaces repentance, the slide 
accelerates. 

7. The Way Out: Mortify the Idol, Embrace Contentment, Refuse the Respectable Door 

The way out begins by calling covetousness what God calls it. It is not merely ambition. It is 
idolatry. “Covetousness, which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). That means you do not 
negotiate with it. You kill it. “Mortify therefore your members… covetousness” (Colossians 
3:5). Mortify means put to death. Cut it off. Starve it. Refuse it. 

Then you embrace the command of contentment. “Let your conversation be without 
covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have” (Hebrews 13:5). And notice the 
reason. “For he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5). 
Contentment is not anchored in possessions. It is anchored in the presence of God. 
Covetousness says, I will be safe when I have more. God says, you are safe because I am 
with you. 

Then you pray for heart direction. “Incline my heart unto thy testimonies, and not to 
covetousness” (Psalm 119:36). If the heart naturally goes after the idol, then you ask God to 
bend it back. And you stop using truth as entertainment like Ezekiel’s audience. You stop 
being a hearer only. You become a doer (James 1:22). Because hearing without doing while 
chasing covetousness is one of the fastest ways to become hardened. 

Conclusion 

Romans 1:29 is a warning label on the human heart when it turns from God. “Being filled 
with all unrighteousness… covetousness… maliciousness; full of envy… deceit, malignity” 
(Romans 1:29). Covetousness is not listed as a minor habit. It is listed as part of moral 
collapse. It is part of the catalogue of reprobation because it is a symptom of a heart that is 
no longer governed by God. When covetousness becomes normal, other sins follow 
quickly, envy, deceit, whispering, malignity, and worse, because covetousness is the 
respectable front door to a very ugly house. 

That is why this sin has to be treated like warfare. Covetousness is idolatry (Colossians 
3:5). You cannot serve God and mammon (Luke 16:13). Jesus warned to beware of it (Luke 
12:15). Ezekiel showed it sitting in church hearing truth without doing it (Ezekiel 33:31). 



Jeremiah showed it producing false dealing in religion (Jeremiah 6:13; Jeremiah 8:10). 
Jeremiah showed it producing violence when it matures (Jeremiah 22:17). Paul shows it as 
part of a heart filled with corruption. 

So I take Romans 1:29 personally. I do not excuse covetousness because it is respectable. I 
expose it because it is deadly. I mortify it because it is idolatry (Colossians 3:5). I pursue 
contentment because God is enough (Hebrews 13:5). I pray for a heart inclined to 
testimonies, not to appetite (Psalm 119:36). Because when covetousness is tolerated, the 
house gets uglier room by room, and Paul’s list proves that the front door sin is not the end. 
It is the beginning. 

 

 

39 of 40: The Anatomy of Covetousness - Not Covetous: The Character Test for a Man of 
God (1 Timothy 3:3) 
Main Passage: “Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not 
a brawler, not covetous” (1 Timothy 3:3) 

There are sins that ruin a man quietly, and there are sins that ruin everybody connected to 
him loudly, and covetousness will do both if you ever let it sit in the driver’s seat. That is why 
the Holy Ghost did not leave spiritual leadership up to charisma, talent, or personality. He 
put it on character. Paul lays down the requirements for oversight and he does not start 
with pulpit ability, he starts with a man’s inner government. “Not given to wine, no striker, 
not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not covetous” (1 Timothy 3:3). That last 
phrase is not a throwaway line. “Not covetous” (1 Timothy 3:3) is a character test for a man 
of God because covetousness warps judgment. It bends decisions. It pollutes motives. It 
turns ministry into a marketplace and sheep into merchandise, and it does it while the man 
still smiles and quotes verses. 

A covetous man cannot oversee God’s people faithfully because covetousness makes him 
need something besides God. He needs more money, or more attention, or more control, 
or more admiration, or more comfort, or more security in things. That need becomes a 
silent master. Then his decisions are no longer governed by truth but by appetite. He will 
trade truth for peace, peace for profit, and people for advantage, even if he pretends 
otherwise. Paul warned about “a cloke of covetousness” (1 Thessalonians 2:5). Peter 
warned that through covetousness false teachers make merchandise of people (2 Peter 
2:3). Jeremiah warned that from prophet to priest they can be given to covetousness and 
deal falsely (Jeremiah 6:13; Jeremiah 8:10). So when Paul says “not covetous” (1 Timothy 
3:3), he is not being picky. He is preventing corruption. 



This essay is built to teach that spiritual leadership requires a certain freedom, freedom 
from needing more, needing applause, needing control. A man who is free can tell the truth 
when it costs him. A man who is free can rebuke sin without worrying about who leaves. A 
man who is free can serve people without using them. A man who is free can handle money 
without money handling him. That is the standard for evaluating self and leaders. And it is 
not a standard designed to crush a man. It is a standard designed to protect a flock. 
Because a covetous leader will not only fall, he will take others down with him. 

1. Oversight Is Heart Work: Why Paul Lists Character Before Ability 

Paul’s qualifications in 1 Timothy 3 are not a list of professional skills. They are a list of 
moral boundaries. That tells you what God values in leadership. God cares about what a 
man is when nobody is watching. God cares about what a man loves. God cares about 
what a man fears. God cares about what a man will compromise to keep what he wants. 

So Paul says, “not greedy of filthy lucre… not covetous” (1 Timothy 3:3). Those phrases are 
aimed at motive. They are aimed at appetite. They are aimed at what drives decisions. 
Because once a man is covetous, he may still preach correct doctrine for a while, but he 
will begin to twist the application to protect the idol. The man might still say the right words, 
but he will stop doing the right things. Ezekiel warned about people who show love with 
their mouth while their heart goes after covetousness (Ezekiel 33:31). A covetous leader 
can do the same. He can speak holy while his heart is hungry. 

The reason character matters is because character controls consistency. Talent can 
impress. Character can sustain. And covetousness destroys character by training a man to 
justify himself and protect his gain. 

2. “Not Greedy of Filthy Lucre… Not Covetous”: Two Sides of the Same Idol 

Paul says “not greedy of filthy lucre” and “not covetous” (1 Timothy 3:3). Greedy of filthy 
lucre is the external direction of a man’s life toward dishonest or shameful gain. Not 
covetous is the internal condition that makes that greed possible. You do not get filthy lucre 
behavior without covetous desire. Covetousness is the root. Filthy lucre is the fruit. 

People like to separate the two as if covetousness is just thoughts and filthy lucre is only 
actions. But Scripture ties the inner to the outer. Jesus said covetousness comes from 
within and defiles (Mark 7:22-23). Paul said covetousness is idolatry (Colossians 3:5). 
When a man’s heart worships gain, his hands will eventually serve gain. 

So Paul blocks it at the root. He does not wait until the man is caught in scandal. He says 
the overseer must not be covetous. That means the man must have a real freedom from 
needing more. He must have a settled heart. He must have contentment. “Be content with 



such things as ye have” (Hebrews 13:5). Not because contentment makes him passive, but 
because contentment proves he trusts God rather than mammon. 

3. Covetousness Warps Judgment: The Slow Poison That Bends Decisions 

Covetousness does not always explode at first. Sometimes it whispers and bends. It makes 
a man weigh options by profit instead of truth. It makes a man fear losing donors more than 
losing God’s favor. It makes a man soften warnings because warnings cost attendance. It 
makes a man flatter because flattery sells. It makes a man preach peace because peace 
keeps the money flowing. That is why Jeremiah said the covetous prophet and priest deal 
falsely (Jeremiah 6:13; Jeremiah 8:10). Covetousness produces false dealing because truth 
is inconvenient when the idol is gain. 

A covetous leader will trade truth for peace. Peace for profit. People for advantage. He will 
say, “I’m just being wise,” when he is being bought. He will say, “I’m just trying to keep 
unity,” when he is trying to keep income. He will say, “I’m just trying to protect the ministry,” 
when he is protecting his lifestyle. The devil loves to cloak covetousness in spiritual 
language because it keeps the man from repenting. 

That is why Paul said he did not use flattering words nor a cloak of covetousness (1 
Thessalonians 2:5). He knew that a leader can use his mouth as a tool while his heart is 
hungry. Covetousness makes a man strategic in the worst way, strategic in keeping his idol. 

4. Merchandising Souls: When People Become Inventory 

Peter said, “And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of 
you” (2 Peter 2:3). That is not only a warning about doctrinal heresy. That is a warning about 
motive. Through covetousness, men can turn ministry into commerce. They can use 
people, not serve them. They can measure the flock by what the flock can provide, money, 
labor, influence, connections, applause. 

A covetous leader does not see a widow as a soul to protect. He sees a donor. He does not 
see a young man as a disciple to train. He sees a worker. He does not see a congregation as 
sheep purchased by Christ. He sees a customer base. And the moment people become 
inventory, abuse becomes normal. It might not start as cruelty, but it will end there because 
covetousness is predatory when it matures. Jeremiah tied covetousness to oppression and 
violence (Jeremiah 22:17). Micah tied coveting to taking by violence and oppression (Micah 
2:2). The pattern is the same. When gain is god, people get crushed. 

That is why “not covetous” (1 Timothy 3:3) is a protection for the sheep. It is God saying, I 
will not place wolves over lambs, no matter how eloquent the wolf sounds. 

5. Freedom From Applause and Control: The Hidden Forms of Covetousness 



Most people only recognize covetousness when it looks like money. But covetousness is 
wanting what is not yours, and that can include applause, recognition, control, influence, 
and status. A leader can covet a platform. He can covet a reputation. He can covet 
dominance over people. He can covet being needed. He can covet being admired. That is 
why the Bible does not limit covetousness to cash. It is a heart appetite for more. 

The Pharisees were covetous and they derided Christ (Luke 16:14). That covetousness was 
not merely about coins. It was about status, honor, and control. Jesus rebuked them 
because their hearts were ruled by a hunger that religion could not sanctify. Ezekiel 
described people who sit and hear but will not do, showing love with the mouth while the 
heart goes after covetousness (Ezekiel 33:31). That is not only money. That is the heart 
refusing obedience because it wants its idol. 

So a man of God must be free not only from greedy hands but from hungry ambition that 
uses people. True oversight requires a heart that can be content with obscurity if God says 
so, content with smallness if God says so, content with labor without applause if God says 
so. That is freedom. 

6. Evaluating Leaders Biblically: Fruit, Motives, and the Cost of Truth 

Paul gives the standard because God expects the church to evaluate leadership. Not by 
charm. Not by style. Not by crowd size. By character. The question is simple. Can this man 
tell the truth when it costs him. Can this man handle money without being handled by it. 
Can this man rebuke sin without fear of losing his position. Can this man serve without 
using. Can this man lead without needing control like a drug. 

If a man is covetous, he cannot. Covetousness makes him calculate. He will avoid hard 
texts. He will avoid confrontation. He will avoid separation when separation is required. He 
will bend to keep the idol. That is why Exodus required leaders who hate covetousness 
(Exodus 18:21). Not merely avoid it, hate it. Because a man who only avoids it will 
eventually tolerate it. A man who hates it will cut it off. 

The same standard applies to self. A man cannot demand purity in leaders while feeding 
covetousness in his own heart. The call is to examine yourself. Covetousness is subtle. It 
can hide under “I’m just trying to provide.” It can hide under “I’m just trying to be 
successful.” It can hide under “I’m just trying to build.” But the question remains, is the 
heart satisfied in God, or is the heart always chasing more. 

7. The Cure for a Man of God: Contentment, Mortification, and Clean Hands 

If covetousness disqualifies, then the cure must be deep. It cannot be cosmetic. The Bible 
says kill it. “Mortify therefore your members… covetousness, which is idolatry” (Colossians 



3:5). If covetousness is idolatry, you do not manage it, you destroy it. You tear down the 
altar. You refuse the fantasies. You cut off the comparisons. You stop feeding the hunger. 

Then you embrace contentment as a command. “Let your conversation be without 
covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have” (Hebrews 13:5). And you 
anchor that contentment in God’s presence, “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee” 
(Hebrews 13:5). A man of God cannot be chasing security in money while preaching faith in 
God. He cannot be begging for applause while preaching humility. He cannot be 
demanding control while preaching surrender. 

And you pray Psalm 119:36 like it is warfare, “Incline my heart unto thy testimonies, and not 
to covetousness” (Psalm 119:36). If God must incline the heart, then the heart naturally 
leans toward idols. A man of God must live in that prayer, because leadership magnifies 
whatever is in the heart, and covetousness in a leader does not stay private. It spreads. 

Conclusion 

1 Timothy 3:3 makes “not covetous” a character test for a man of God because 
covetousness warps judgment. “Not greedy of filthy lucre… not covetous” (1 Timothy 3:3). A 
covetous man cannot oversee God’s people faithfully because he will always be tempted 
to trade truth for peace, peace for profit, and people for advantage. He may pretend 
otherwise. He may use spiritual language. He may cloak it. But covetousness is idolatry 
(Colossians 3:5), and you cannot serve God and mammon (Luke 16:13). The idol will 
demand compromises, and compromises will eventually corrupt the flock. 

That is why the Bible warns so sharply. Paul refused a cloak of covetousness (1 
Thessalonians 2:5). Peter warned about merchandising people through covetousness (2 
Peter 2:3). Jeremiah exposed covetous leaders dealing falsely (Jeremiah 6:13; Jeremiah 
8:10). Ezekiel exposed hearers who show love with the mouth while the heart goes after 
covetousness (Ezekiel 33:31). All of it points to one reality, covetousness can coexist with 
religion, and that is why it must be rejected in leadership. 

So I use this verse as a mirror and a measure. I measure myself by it. I measure leaders by 
it. Not to be a critic, but to protect the flock and honor God. A man of God must have a 
certain freedom from needing more, needing applause, needing control. He must be able 
to lose things without losing faith. He must be able to speak truth without calculating profit. 
He must be content in God (Hebrews 13:5) and ruthless toward the idol (Colossians 3:5). 
Because when a leader is not covetous, he can be trusted with souls, and when he is 
covetous, sooner or later the souls become merchandise. 

 



40 of 40: The Anatomy of Covetousness - Covet Earnestly the Best Gifts: Redirecting 
Desire into the Excellent Way (1 Corinthians 12:31 and 14:39) 
Main Passages: “But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew I unto you a more 
excellent way” (1 Corinthians 12:31). “Wherefore, brethren, covet to prophesy, and 
forbid not to speak with tongues” (1 Corinthians 14:39) 

Covetousness is not cured by turning a man into a stone. God did not save you to make you 
numb, dull, passionless, and dead inside. The devil loves that lie because it keeps people 
from understanding what the Holy Ghost is actually doing. The problem was never 
intensity. The problem was object. The problem was direction. The problem was that desire 
latched onto the wrong altar and started worshipping the wrong thing. That is why this 
series ends where it does, with one of the most surprising commands in the New 
Testament. Paul takes the very word most people only associate with sin and he uses it in a 
righteous direction. “But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew I unto you a more 
excellent way” (1 Corinthians 12:31). Then later he says, “Wherefore, brethren, covet to 
prophesy, and forbid not to speak with tongues” (1 Corinthians 14:39). Paul is not 
contradicting himself. He is teaching you the cure. God does not kill desire. God redirects 
desire. 

If covetousness is wanting what is not yours, wanting what God has not given, wanting what 
belongs to another, then the answer is not to stop wanting altogether. The answer is to want 
what God wants, to want what God gives, to want what builds up, to want what serves. That 
is why Paul points to the “more excellent way” right after he says covet earnestly the best 
gifts (1 Corinthians 12:31). He is about to take you into charity, the chapter that crushes 
selfish ambition like a boot on a roach. He is about to show you that spiritual desire must 
be yoked to love, or else gifts become another idol, another scoreboard, another way to 
compare and compete and consume attention. Covetousness can wear a suit and quote 
verses. It can even hide behind spiritual gifts if the heart is still grabbing. 

So this final essay closes the series by bringing the whole war to a holy conclusion. The 
answer to covetousness is sanctified desire. The answer is not a dead heart, but a cleansed 
heart. The answer is not less passion, but better passion. The answer is moving from 
grabbing to giving, from comparing to serving, and from worshipping things to worshipping 
God. Covetousness is idolatry (Colossians 3:5), so the cure is worship set right. 
Covetousness is discontent (Hebrews 13:5), so the cure is contentment rooted in God’s 
presence. Covetousness is the eye collecting (Mark 7:22), so the cure is the heart leaning 
toward testimonies instead of appetite (Psalm 119:36). Now Paul brings it home and says, 
you can covet, but covet the right thing, and then walk the more excellent way. 

1. The Shock of the Word: Paul Uses “Covet” on Purpose to Teach a Principle 



When Paul says, “covet earnestly the best gifts” (1 Corinthians 12:31), he is not playing 
word games. He is doing surgery. He is taking the energy of desire and showing you it was 
not meant to be destroyed. It was meant to be governed. It was meant to be sanctified. It 
was meant to be aimed like an arrow instead of flailing like a knife in a crowd. 

That matters because some people think holiness is cold. They think godliness is 
personality death. They think the closer you get to God, the less you feel, the less you want, 
the less you care. That is not Bible Christianity. That is the devil’s counterfeit, and it 
produces bored churchgoers who use sermons as entertainment because nothing is 
burning inside. Ezekiel described people who sit, hear, and will not do, because their hearts 
go after covetousness (Ezekiel 33:31). A dead heart is not the cure. A redirected heart is the 
cure. 

Paul uses the word covet to make you face the fact that desire is powerful and desire will go 
somewhere. It will go to money, or it will go to ministry. It will go to status, or it will go to 
service. It will go to self, or it will go to Christ. Desire is like fire. Fire can cook your food or 
burn your house down. The solution is not to extinguish all fire. The solution is to keep it on 
the altar God designed. 

2. The Problem Was Object, Not Intensity: Wanting the Wrong Treasure 

Covetousness is intensity pointed at the wrong treasure. That is why Jesus warned, “Take 
heed, and beware of covetousness” (Luke 12:15). He did not say beware of energy. He said 
beware of the object that energy serves. Paul called it idolatry (Colossians 3:5). Idolatry is 
not a lack of desire. It is desire worshipping the wrong thing. 

The world tells you life consists in abundance. Jesus said it does not (Luke 12:15). The 
world tells you security is treasure. Jeremiah told Babylon her abundant treasures did not 
protect her when the measure filled (Jeremiah 51:13). The world tells you you deserve 
more. Covetousness loves entitlement, because entitlement baptizes greed as justice. But 
Scripture keeps returning to this, the issue is not the strength of the wanting, the issue is 
the target. 

So Paul says, if you are going to covet, covet the best gifts (1 Corinthians 12:31). Covet what 
builds others. Covet what edifies. Covet what serves. Covet what brings truth to light. Covet 
what points men to Christ. And then he immediately says, I will show you a more excellent 
way (1 Corinthians 12:31), because even righteous desire can become selfish if love is not 
governing it. 

3. “The Best Gifts”: Desire That Builds Instead of Takes 



The “best gifts” in 1 Corinthians 12 are not best because they make you look impressive. 
They are best because they serve the body. They are best because they edify. They are best 
because they meet needs and exalt Christ. Covetousness says, I want that for me. 
Sanctified desire says, Lord give what helps others. Covetousness asks, what can I get. 
Charity asks, what can I give. 

That is why spiritual desire is the opposite of greed when it is governed by love. 
Covetousness is a clenched fist. Love is an open hand. Proverbs said, “He coveteth 
greedily all the day long: but the righteous giveth and spareth not” (Proverbs 21:26). That is 
the contrast. Greed takes. Righteousness gives. Covetousness devours. Charity distributes. 

So the best gifts are not a ladder to climb. They are tools to serve. And if a man covets gifts 
for status, he has simply dragged covetousness into church clothes. That is why Paul will 
not let you stop at gifts. He points you to the more excellent way, because gifts without love 
become another scoreboard, another way to compare, another fuel for pride and envy. 

4. “A More Excellent Way”: Love as the Governor of Desire 

Right after Paul says covet earnestly the best gifts, he says, “and yet shew I unto you a more 
excellent way” (1 Corinthians 12:31). That is the doorway into charity. Charity is not 
sentiment. Charity is the holy direction of the heart that makes desire safe. Without charity, 
a man can desire spiritual things for carnal reasons. Without charity, gifts can become a 
stage. Without charity, ministry can become merchandising, and Peter warned about that 
spirit, “through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you” (2 
Peter 2:3). Covetousness is always trying to turn people into inventory. Charity turns people 
into neighbors. 

The more excellent way is the way that kills selfishness while keeping desire alive. Charity 
does not stop you from wanting to serve. Charity purifies the wanting. Charity does not stop 
you from pursuing growth. Charity cleans the motive behind the pursuit. Charity does not 
stop you from being earnest. Charity makes earnestness safe because it is no longer about 
self. That is sanctified desire. 

So this final essay does not end with a lecture about shutting down your wants. It ends with 
the truth that God wants you to want what He wants, because God’s will is not sterile. 
God’s will is alive. God’s will is burning. But it is burning for Him, not for self. 

5. “Covet to Prophesy”: Desire Aimed at Edification and Truth 

Paul says, “Wherefore, brethren, covet to prophesy” (1 Corinthians 14:39). In that context, 
prophesying is tied to edification, exhortation, and comfort, and it is intelligible to the 



congregation. Paul is not telling them to chase sensationalism. He is telling them to desire 
what builds the church and communicates truth. 

That alone is a rebuke to modern covetousness, because modern covetousness is always 
craving what is flashy, what is admired, what is applauded, what is marketable. Paul points 
to what is profitable in the right way, profitable for souls. Covetousness is profit for self. 
Sanctified desire is profit for others. 

And notice how the command is framed, “Wherefore, brethren” (1 Corinthians 14:39). This 
is family language. This is not a business. This is not an audience. This is not a brand. This is 
a body. This is brethren. Covetousness is always trying to climb over brethren. Charity is 
always trying to build brethren. So covet to prophesy means desire to speak truth that 
helps the brethren, not desire to be seen as gifted. 

6. From Grabbing to Giving: The Conversion of the Appetite 

Covetousness is an appetite that grabs. The cure is an appetite that gives. That is not 
psychology. That is Scripture. “Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be 
content with such things as ye have” (Hebrews 13:5). Contentment is not apathy. 
Contentment is faith. Contentment is knowing God is enough. And when God is enough, 
you are free to give instead of grab because you are not panicking about scarcity. 

This is where the whole series comes together. The eye gate feeds covetousness, so you 
guard it. The imagination rehearses covetousness, so you discipline it. Comparison fuels 
covetousness, so you refuse the devil’s measuring stick. Entitlement baptizes 
covetousness, so you repent of deservedness. And then Paul says, do not become numb. 
Become sanctified. Aim your desire at what edifies, and then walk the excellent way of 
charity. 

That is how you move from worshipping things to worshipping God. Covetousness is 
worship gone wrong. Sanctified desire is worship set right. Covetousness says, if I have 
that, I will be satisfied. Sanctified desire says, if Christ is magnified, I am satisfied. That is a 
converted appetite. 

7. The Final Redirect: Desire That Worships God and Serves Men 

The Lord does not kill desire. The Lord redirects it. He takes the energy that used to chase 
money, attention, comfort, and control, and He aims it at holiness, service, truth, and love. 
He takes the hunger that used to feed idolatry and He turns it into hunger for righteousness. 
He takes the ambition that used to build a personal kingdom and He turns it into zeal for 
the kingdom of God. 



That is why Psalm 119:36 is still the prayer at the end of this series, “Incline my heart unto 
thy testimonies, and not to covetousness” (Psalm 119:36). The heart leans. It will lean 
somewhere. It will go after covetousness like Ezekiel’s crowd, hearing and not doing while 
the heart stays hungry (Ezekiel 33:31), or it will go after the testimonies and obey. Paul 
shows you how to redirect the lean. Covet earnestly the best gifts, covet to prophesy, and 
then walk in charity, the more excellent way (1 Corinthians 12:31; 1 Corinthians 14:39). 
That is sanctified desire. 

And that is where the series must end. Not with a man scolded into lifelessness, but with a 
man awakened into holy hunger. Not with passion buried, but with passion purified. Not 
with desire erased, but with desire aimed like a spear at the right enemy. 

Conclusion 

This series began with the invisible crime, a sin committed without moving a muscle, and it 
ends with a sanctified command that surprises most people, “covet earnestly the best 
gifts: and yet shew I unto you a more excellent way” (1 Corinthians 12:31). Then it lands 
with a practical aim, “covet to prophesy” (1 Corinthians 14:39). That is the Lord teaching 
you that the problem was never intensity. The problem was object. Covetousness is not 
cured by becoming numb and passionless. Covetousness is cured by sanctifying desire, 
redirecting the hunger from idols to edification, from grabbing to giving, from comparing to 
serving, from worshipping things to worshipping God. 

Covetousness is idolatry (Colossians 3:5), so the cure is worship set right. Covetousness is 
discontent, so the cure is contentment rooted in God’s presence (Hebrews 13:5). 
Covetousness is a heart lean, so the cure is a heart inclined to testimonies, not appetite 
(Psalm 119:36). And the final safeguard is the more excellent way, charity. Because even 
spiritual desire can become selfish if love does not govern it. Gifts without love become 
another idol. Ministry without love becomes merchandising. Truth without love becomes a 
weapon in the wrong hands. Love is the governor that keeps desire holy. 

So I end this series with a simple charge that sums up everything we have uncovered. Do 
not let covetousness sit in your heart like a respectable guest. Kill it. Mortify it. Call it what 
God calls it. Then do not become dead inside. Become sanctified. Want what God wants. 
Desire what builds others. Pursue the excellent way. Covet earnestly the best gifts, covet to 
prophesy, and then walk in charity, because the Lord is not trying to extinguish your fire. He 
is trying to put your fire on the right altar. 

 

 



Series Conclusion  

If you finished this series, you did not just read forty essays. You walked through a spiritual 
autopsy of one of the most ignored sins in the Book, and you saw why the Holy Ghost 
refuses to treat it as a small thing. Covetousness is the invisible crime, the sin a man can 
commit without moving a muscle, without breaking into a house, without touching a body, 
and without anyone catching him in the act, yet God calls it wicked because it begins 
where every other fall begins, in the heart. You learned that the root is not money first, it is 
worship first. Covetousness is the heart challenging God’s right to distribute as He pleases, 
the heart whispering, “Not enough,” the heart accusing the Lord of shorting you. That is why 
Scripture calls it idolatry and does not apologize for it, because covetousness sets up an 
altar inside the soul and asks a thing, a life, a status, a pleasure, or a control that belongs to 
God alone. Once that altar is up, everything else becomes negotiable. 

You also learned that covetousness does not appear out of nowhere, it has a pipeline. It 
enters through the eye gate, it camps in the imagination, it is stoked by comparison, and 
then it dresses itself in respectable clothes like entitlement, ambition, and “I deserve.” It 
loves secrecy because secrecy protects the idol, and it loves rationalization because 
rationalization puts the conscience to sleep. You saw how it escalates from want to take, 
from internal hunger to external compromise, and how the “big fall” is almost never 
sudden. It is cultivated by little private allowances, little resentments, little fantasies, and 
little deals made in the dark. You saw why Jesus lists it as something that comes from 
within, and why Paul confessed that it was the commandment that exposed him, because 
it condemns what a man wants, not just what a man does. That alone destroys the lie that a 
man is basically good if he looks clean on the outside. 

You learned that covetousness is never alone for long. When it becomes normal, it invites 
other sins to move in, envy, deceit, malignity, whispering, oppression, and sometimes even 
violence, because an appetite that never says enough will eventually justify whatever it 
takes to be fed. You saw it in the prophets, in the priests, in the Pharisees, and in the 
crowds who sit, hear, and refuse to do, showing love with the mouth while the heart runs 
after gain. You learned that covetousness is one of the great church sins because it can 
coexist with religion, it can quote verses, it can wear a tie, it can hide behind ministry 
language, and it can even pretend it is wisdom. That is why God requires leaders to hate it 
and why “not covetous” is a character test for oversight, because a covetous man cannot 
judge straight. He will trade truth for peace, peace for profit, and people for advantage if the 
idol is allowed to stay alive. 

But you did not finish this series with despair, and you did not finish it with numbness. You 
finished it with a cure that is as Bible as the diagnosis. You learned that the answer is not to 



become passionless, but to have desire sanctified. The Lord does not kill the fire, He puts it 
on the right altar. That is why Paul can say, “covet earnestly the best gifts,” and then show “a 
more excellent way,” because the problem was never intensity, the problem was object. 
Covetousness grabs. Charity gives. Covetousness compares. Love serves. Covetousness 
worships things. Faith worships God. You learned that contentment is not laziness, it is 
trust, and it is commanded because the Lord Himself is the portion of His people. You 
learned to pray like a soldier, asking God to incline the heart to His testimonies and away 
from covetousness, because the heart naturally leans toward idols unless it is bent back 
toward God by the Word, obedience, and daily surrender. 

Now you can teach others because you can define the sin the way God defines it. 
Covetousness is not merely wanting more, it is wanting what is not yours and wanting it 
enough that it begins to rule the heart. It is discontent turned into worship. It is a hidden 
accusation against God. It is the seedbed sin that feeds theft, adultery, envy, compromise, 
and oppression. And because you have traced it through the whole counsel of God, you 
can also teach the remedy without turning the message into shallow slogans. You can 
show people how it enters, how it grows, how it hides, what it produces, and how to kill it at 
the root. You can help them stop excusing it as ambition. You can help them see where it 
lives in the imagination, where it lives in the comparison habit, where it lives in the 
entitlement talk, where it lives in the fear of not having enough, and where it lives in the 
craving for applause and control. And you can point them to the Lord’s cure, mortification 
of the idol, contentment in Christ, generosity that breaks the spell, and charity that is the 
excellent way. 

So the final charge is simple and it is practical. Do not admire this truth. Do not file it away. 
Do not treat it like information. Use it like a weapon. When the heart starts leaning, catch it. 
When the eyes start collecting, shut the door. When the imagination starts rehearsing, cut 
the script. When comparison starts measuring, throw the devil’s ruler in the trash. When 
entitlement rises up, repent of it. When the idol whispers, “Not enough,” answer it with the 
promises of God and the fear of God. And then redirect desire toward what builds, what 
serves, what edifies, what honors Christ, and what lasts. That is how you keep the heart 
clean in a covetous age, and that is how you help others do the same. 

You came through this series with a better understanding, not just of a Bible word, but of 
your own heart, and that is the point. The Bible was not given to decorate your shelf. It was 
given to search you, correct you, and make you whole. Covetousness is one of the most 
dangerous sins because it can hide behind respectability, but it is also one of the most 
liberating battles to win because when that idol dies, peace returns. Gratitude returns. Joy 
returns. Clarity returns. Love returns. And you walk away able to say, not with bragging but 



with sobriety, that the Lord has taught you how to want the right things the right way, and 
how to worship Him without a secret altar competing in the dark. 

 


