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The Biblical Jesus vs. The World’s False Christ 
Series Introduction 

There are some burdens that do not leave a man alone, and this series comes out of one of 
those burdens. The more I have listened to people talk about Jesus Christ, the more I have 
been troubled by how many versions of Him are being passed around, admired, defended, 
marketed, softened, broadened, and reimagined in this generation. Men speak His name 
freely, but that does not mean they know Him biblically. They quote Him selectively, paint 
Him sentimentally, invoke Him politically, stylize Him religiously, and reinterpret Him 
emotionally, but that still does not mean they have bowed before the Lord Jesus Christ of 
Scripture. In many cases, what people call “Jesus” is not the Jesus of the Bible at all. It is a 
christ of imagination, a christ of culture, a christ of tradition, a christ of therapy, a christ of 
spectacle, a christ of affirmation, a christ of politics, or a christ that the world has cleaned 
up enough to tolerate. And that is not a light thing. If the name remains but the Person is 
changed, then the soul is not safe simply because it still says “Lord.” 

That is why this series matters so much. It is not built on a desire to be controversial for 
controversy’s sake. It is not built on a love for argument as such. It is built on a burden to 
make the matter plain. Jesus Himself said, “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven.” That means verbal attachment to His name is not 
enough. Religious familiarity is not enough. Emotional affection is not enough. Cultural 
Christianity is not enough. A person can use the right language and still stand before the 
wrong christ. A person can feel spiritual, moved, inspired, zealous, sincere, and morally 
serious, and still be wrong at the center if the Jesus being worshiped is not the biblical 
Jesus Christ. That is a frightening truth, but it is a necessary one. And if we really love souls, 
then we cannot soften that warning just to keep people comfortable. We have to tell the 
truth plainly, because eternity hangs on the truth about Christ. 

Now this series is not written in a spirit of doom and gloom, as though the whole purpose is 
simply to frighten people and leave them in confusion. Quite the opposite. God is not the 
author of confusion. The devil is. One of the chief ways the devil works is by muddying what 



God made clear. He blurs the line between the true and the false. He clouds the vision of 
Christ. He introduces another Jesus, another spirit, and another gospel, and then makes 
people feel narrow or severe if they insist on biblical clarity. This series is written to cut 
through that confusion. We are not merely saying, “Here are all the wrong versions.” We are 
saying, “Here, from the word of God, is the true Christ.” We are showing plainly who He is, 
what He is like, what He came to do, what He did not come to do, what the world keeps 
turning Him into, and how the Scriptures themselves expose every counterfeit. The goal is 
not simply to tear down. The goal is to clear away the fog so the soul can actually see Jesus 
Christ as He truly is. 

That is why throughout this series we have gone after the false images one by one. We have 
looked at the celebrity jesus, the prosperity jesus, the mystical jesus, the affirming jesus, 
the political jesus, the therapeutic jesus, the ecumenical jesus, the institutional jesus, the 
miracle-worker-for-applause jesus, and the broad religious substitutes this age keeps 
exalting. We have also shown, from Scripture, the true Christ standing in contrast to every 
one of them. The real Jesus is the eternal Son of God, not a created religious figure. He is 
the Lord of glory, not a brand asset. He is the Lamb of God, not a mere political fixer. He is 
the suffering Savior, not a prosperity mascot. He is the Holy One, not a soft therapeutic 
projection. He is the Word made flesh, not a mystical blur. He is the only way, not the 
ecumenical center of a global spirituality. He is the crucified Redeemer, not merely a moral 
example. He is the risen Lord, not a dead religious symbol. He is the coming King, not a 
permanently passive figure. He is the Bridegroom of the Church, not the mascot of world 
religion. He is the Jesus of repentance, not the jesus of affirmation. He is the Shepherd of 
souls, not the entertainer of crowds. He is the sinless Son, not the humanized invention of 
imagination. He is the Healer of souls, not a miracle worker for applause. He is the humble 
Servant, not the ego-driven savior. He is the Head of the Church, not a symbol replaced by 
institutions. And He is the true Christ, not the final false christ the world is already being 
conditioned to receive. 

All of that has to be said because confusion does not clear itself. People do not drift 
naturally toward sharper truth. In times like these, they often drift toward broader, softer, 
more flattering lies unless somebody opens the Book and says, “No, this is what God said. 
This is who Christ really is.” And that is exactly what this series is doing. It is not asking 
people to trust a mood, an impression, a cultural image, a denomination, or a movement. It 
is asking them to look at the Scriptures and compare every christ they have inherited, 
admired, imagined, or emotionally attached themselves to with the Christ revealed there. 
That is a healthy and necessary thing. If what a man believes about Jesus cannot survive 
the light of Scripture, then it does not deserve to survive. Better to have a cherished false 



image shattered now than to stand before the real Jesus Christ one day and realize too late 
that the one you had been honoring was not Him. 

And yet, for all the warning in this series, there is also great hope in it. Because once the 
false christs are exposed, the true Christ shines more brightly than ever. Once the soul sees 
the difference, there is no reason it has to remain trapped in confusion. The point is not to 
leave men hopelessly wondering whether they can ever know the real Jesus. The point is to 
show them plainly that they can. God did not hide His Son in darkness. He revealed Him in 
His word. He revealed Him in prophecy, in type, in gospel narrative, in apostolic doctrine, in 
the cross, in the resurrection, in the Church, and in the promise of His coming again. The 
true Christ is not beyond reach. He is not locked inside mysticism. He is not buried under 
tradition. He is not hidden in religious systems. He is made known through the Scriptures, 
and any sinner willing to come to Him on God’s terms may know Him, trust Him, and be 
saved by Him. 

So this introduction really serves as both a warning and an invitation. The warning is 
simple: do not assume that because a figure is called “Jesus,” it is therefore the Jesus of the 
Bible. Test everything. Examine everything. Compare everything with Scripture. The 
invitation is just as simple: behold the real Christ. See Him as He is. Do not settle for the 
world’s substitute, the church world’s softened version, or your own imagination’s 
projection. Come to the Son of God as the Scriptures reveal Him. Bow to Him, not a 
counterfeit. Trust Him, not a substitute. Worship Him, not a world-approved imitation. If 
this series does what I pray it will do, it will not merely inform the mind. It will clear the fog, 
sharpen discernment, expose lies, exalt the true Christ, and leave the reader with a plain 
choice: the biblical Jesus or the world’s false christ. And that choice is no small one, 
because eternity turns on it. 

 

 

1 of 20: The Biblical Jesus vs. The World’s False Christ - Another Jesus Exposed 

Introduction 

One of the most dangerous things in this world is not open atheism, not paganism, not 
witchcraft, not communism, not Rome, not Islam, not Hollywood, not the universities, and 
not the filthy culture rotting in the streets. Those things are dangerous, but none of them 
are as dangerous as a counterfeit that wears the name of Jesus Christ. The devil knows he 
cannot always keep men from using the name of Jesus, so he works another angle. He 
gives them a jesus that does not save, a christ that does not convict, a lord that does not 
rule, a savior that does not shed blood for sin, and a spiritual figure that lets them keep 



their pride, their sin, their worldliness, and their self-righteousness while still feeling safe. 
That is why Paul warned in plain language, “For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, 
whom we have not preached” (2 Corinthians 11:4). Notice that carefully. He did not say 
only “another religion.” He said “another Jesus.” That means a man can say “Jesus” with his 
lips and still be introducing a counterfeit. 

That is a truth most church people do not seem to understand anymore. They think if the 
name “Jesus” is present, then the thing must be clean. They think if somebody talks about 
love, unity, peace, blessing, miracles, kindness, social good, inspiration, or spirituality in 
the name of Jesus, then no serious warning is needed. But your Bible does not teach that. 
Your Bible teaches that the devil is a counterfeiter. He has another gospel, another spirit, 
and another Jesus. He is not content to oppose Christ from the outside. He wants to 
replace Christ from the inside. He wants to give people something close enough to fool the 
careless, religious enough to soothe the conscience, spiritual enough to impress the 
unstable, and attractive enough to keep them from ever kneeling before the real Son of 
God. The devil does not mind church as long as Christ is replaced. He does not mind 
religion as long as the blood is removed. He does not mind emotion as long as truth is 
blurred. He does not mind crowds as long as the narrow gate is hidden. 

So this essay begins where it must begin. It begins with a line in the sand. The biblical Jesus 
is not whatever men imagine Him to be. He is not whatever a denomination paints Him as. 
He is not whatever a politician invokes Him to be. He is not whatever a preacher markets 
Him as. He is not whatever false religion borrows Him for. He is not whatever a sentimental 
generation wants Him to become. He is who the word of God reveals Him to be, no more 
and no less. If He is God manifest in the flesh, then He must be received as that. If He is the 
only begotten Son of God, then He must be received as that. If He is the Lamb of God that 
taketh away the sin of the world, then He must be received as that. If He is the risen Lord 
seated at the right hand of the Father and coming again in power and glory, then He must 
be received as that. The issue is not whether men are comfortable with Him. The issue is 
whether He is the Jesus of Scripture. If not, then no matter how religious the talk sounds, 
another Jesus is being preached. 

1. Paul Did Not Warn About a Minor Issue 

When the Apostle Paul wrote to the Corinthians and warned them about “another Jesus,” 
he was not giving a side remark that only theology students should care about. He was not 
writing a footnote for men who like to argue about doctrine. He was sounding an alarm. He 
was warning a church that professing Christians can be carried away by something that 
sounds close, feels spiritual, and uses the right vocabulary, while being dead wrong at the 
center. That is what makes the warning so serious. If the danger were only crude idolatry, 



the average church member might spot it. If the danger were only open satanism, most 
people would back away. But when the danger comes wearing biblical terms, soft 
language, smiling faces, spiritual slogans, and the name of Jesus, then only discernment 
rooted in Scripture can keep a man safe. 

Look closely at the whole verse in 2 Corinthians 11:4. Paul says, “For if he that cometh 
preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit... or 
another gospel.” That verse ties three things together. Another Jesus brings another spirit 
and another gospel. Those things travel together. Change Christ, and you change the spirit 
behind the message. Change Christ, and you change the gospel attached to Him. That 
means Christology is not some dusty doctrine to be filed away in a seminary notebook. It is 
the nerve center of the whole thing. Get Jesus wrong, and the rest will be wrong with Him. 
Get Jesus wrong, and your gospel will not save. Get Jesus wrong, and the spirit moving 
behind your religion may not be the Holy Spirit at all. 

That is why I do not apologize for drawing hard lines on this issue. When a man says, “Well, 
everybody means Jesus a little differently,” he is talking like a fool. The Bible does not give 
us a jellyfish Christ that can be stretched into any shape the age demands. The Bible gives 
us a defined Christ, a revealed Christ, a doctrinal Christ, and a historical Christ. He was 
born of a virgin. He lived sinlessly. He died for our sins according to the Scriptures. He was 
buried. He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures. He is seated in glory now. 
He is coming again. You do not get to swap those realities out for a softer, broader, more 
marketable version and still pretend you are preaching the same Christ. Paul did not 
tolerate that confusion, and neither should the Church. 

2. Satan’s Method Is Substitution, Not Just Denial 

Most people think the devil only works by contradiction. They imagine him standing in front 
of truth shouting, “No, no, no.” Sometimes he does that. But often he works more subtly. He 
does not say, “Throw Jesus away.” He says, “Here, take this version instead.” He is not 
always trying to get men to become pagans overnight. He is trying to keep them religious 
without regeneration, spiritual without truth, emotional without repentance, and Christ-
centered in language while Christless in reality. That is the serpent’s method. In Eden, he 
did not begin with a pitchfork and horns. He began with a question. He adjusted the word of 
God. He shifted emphasis. He introduced another possibility. That is how he still works. 

The devil knows that if he can substitute a false Christ for the true Christ, he can damn a 
man while letting him sing hymns. He can blind a woman while she carries a Bible. He can 
fill buildings with churchgoers who feel safe because the name “Jesus” is used somewhere 
in the service. He can produce emotional tears, hands in the air, moving music, public 



professions, religious traditions, and outward devotion, all while the true Christ is absent in 
doctrine and in power. That is the most diabolical deception of all. A drunk in a bar is easier 
to reach than a self-deceived religious person who thinks he already has Jesus while 
following another one. The devil does not mind your religion if he owns the center of it. 

That is why you see this substitution strategy everywhere. The world will tolerate a Jesus 
who never judges. False religion will tolerate a Jesus who is not enough by Himself. 
Liberalism will tolerate a Jesus who is a moral example only. Charismatic confusion will 
tolerate a Jesus detached from the written word. Ecumenism will tolerate a Jesus broad 
enough to fit every creed and contradiction. Politics will tolerate a Jesus that can be waved 
like a flag. Culture will tolerate a Jesus who blesses self-expression. But the devils still 
tremble at the real Christ. They know exactly who He is. They know He is the holy Son of 
God. They know He conquered death. They know He is the only Savior. They know He is 
coming back. The world’s substitutes are designed to keep men from facing that Christ. 

So mark this down and do not forget it. Satan is not only anti-Christ in the sense of 
opposing Christ. He is anti-Christ in the sense of replacing Christ. He does not merely hate 
the throne. He wants to occupy it. He does not merely oppose worship. He wants to 
redirect it. He does not merely attack the gospel. He wants to offer one that sounds kinder, 
easier, broader, and more palatable. That is why “another Jesus” is such a deadly phrase. It 
reveals the devil’s genius for imitation. He knows a fake crown fools more people than no 
crown at all. 

3. The Biblical Jesus Is Revealed by Scripture, Not by Imagination 

If there is going to be any safety on this issue, it will be found in the word of God. Not in 
feelings. Not in trends. Not in church history. Not in what Grandma thought. Not in what 
some influencer says. Not in paintings, movies, stage productions, sermons, social media 
clips, or religious traditions. The only safe way to know who Jesus Christ is, is by revelation 
from Scripture. “Search the scriptures... they are they which testify of me” (John 5:39). The 
Lord Jesus Christ tied His identity directly to the written revelation of God. You do not get to 
know Him rightly while despising, neglecting, softening, or redefining the Book that reveals 
Him. 

That is where multitudes go wrong. They build a christ out of imagination. They take a little 
sentiment, a little tradition, a little culture, a little politics, a little personal preference, and 
a few half-remembered verses, and they manufacture a jesus they can live with. That christ 
always ends up looking suspiciously like the people who invented him. He hates what they 
hate, likes what they like, excuses what they excuse, and never confronts the things they do 
not want confronted. He becomes a mirror more than a Master. He reflects man’s wishes 



back to him. That is not the Jesus of the Bible. The biblical Jesus will often cross your 
instincts, offend your pride, rebuke your flesh, and overturn your assumptions. He is not a 
product of your imagination. He is the Lord who judges it. 

This is why doctrine matters so much. Men mock doctrine now as dry, divisive, and 
overdone, but doctrine is simply the bones in the body. Without it, you have a jellyfish 
religion that cannot stand. If you do not know that Jesus is eternally God, you are 
vulnerable. If you do not know that He was virgin-born, you are vulnerable. If you do not 
know that He lived sinlessly, died substitutionally, rose bodily, and is coming back literally, 
you are vulnerable. If you do not know that salvation is by grace through faith in Him and not 
by works, sacraments, institutions, or rituals, you are vulnerable. Doctrine is not the enemy 
of devotion. It is the protector of devotion. It keeps your worship from being wasted on 
another jesus. 

4. Another Jesus Can Be Popular While the Real Jesus Is Rejected 

One of the strongest proofs that another jesus is being preached in this age is how easily he 
is accepted. The biblical Jesus said the world hated Him. The biblical Jesus said the way is 
narrow and few there be that find it. The biblical Jesus said men loved darkness rather than 
light because their deeds were evil. The biblical Jesus exposed hypocrisy, confronted sin, 
demanded repentance, warned of hell, and told men they must be born again. That Christ 
is not naturally embraced by the flesh. He is resisted. He is stumbled over. He is rejected by 
the proud heart. If everybody loves your jesus, something is wrong with your jesus. 

Now that does not mean every rejection proves truth and every popularity proves error, but 
it does mean this: a christ who never offends the world system is not the Christ who said, 
“If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you” (John 15:18). A christ 
who fits neatly into every political system, every false religion, every cultural movement, 
every denominational compromise, and every spiritual fad is not the Jesus who is the Stone 
of stumbling and Rock of offence. The real Christ divides. He forces a choice. He leaves no 
neutral ground. Men either bow before Him or harden against Him. The other jesus is much 
more useful to this present world because he does not upset the furniture. 

That helps explain why false versions of Jesus spread so easily. They ask less. They require 
less. They offend less. They promise comfort without conversion and spirituality without 
surrender. They let a man keep his pride while borrowing holy language. And the world loves 
that. Give the world a jesus who never mentions judgment, never insists on truth, never 
condemns false religion, never speaks of wrath, and never demands repentance, and the 
world will applaud him. Give the world the Christ of Scripture, and they will cry, “Away with 



him.” That contrast is not an accident. It is a test. It reveals whether men want the true 
Christ or only one they can use. 

5. Religion Without the Real Christ Is More Dangerous Than Open Unbelief 

I know this runs against the way many people think, but a counterfeit Christ in the middle of 
religion is more dangerous than a man admitting he wants nothing to do with God. At least 
the atheist is out in the open. At least the pagan is not pretending to follow the biblical 
Jesus. At least the unbeliever is not leaning on church language to soothe his conscience. 
But when a man has another jesus, he often becomes unteachable, because he thinks he 
already has the real One. That is why false religion is so hard. That is why Jesus had more 
severe words for the Pharisees than for public sinners. Public sinners often know they are 
broken. Religious deceivers often think they are whole. 

The Pharisees had Scripture in their hands and the Son of God standing in front of them, 
and still they missed Him. Why? Because they preferred a system that preserved their 
pride. They preferred control over truth. They preferred tradition over revelation. They 
preferred a messiah who would fit their expectations over the real Christ who shattered 
them. That same spirit is still here. Men do not only reject Jesus because they are 
irreligious. Many reject Him because they are too religious in the wrong way. They have a 
christ already, and the biblical Christ threatens the whole framework. He is too exclusive, 
too holy, too doctrinal, too demanding, too sovereign, and too final for them. 

That is why warning about another jesus is an act of mercy, not cruelty. Some people treat 
discernment like meanness, but the man who warns you that poison is in the cup is not 
your enemy. He is your friend. The preacher who says, “That is not the biblical Christ,” is not 
trying to ruin your joy. He is trying to save your soul from deception. I do not care how much 
religious perfume a false christ wears. If he cannot save, then he damns. If he cannot 
cleanse the conscience, then he leaves men in their sins. If he cannot reconcile a sinner to 
God, then he is not merely unhelpful. He is deadly. 

6. The Real Christ Saves, the False Christ Soothes 

One of the cleanest ways to distinguish the biblical Jesus from the false christ of the world 
is this: the real Christ saves sinners from sin, while the false christ mainly soothes sinners 
in sin. The real Christ deals with guilt, wrath, condemnation, and holiness. He comes to 
rescue men from the judgment they deserve. He sheds blood. He satisfies justice. He 
justifies the ungodly by grace through faith. He reconciles to God. He makes a new 
creature. He does not merely make men feel better about themselves. He changes their 
standing before God forever. The false christ, on the other hand, often exists to calm fears, 



affirm feelings, and make a man feel spiritual without ever bringing him through the bloody 
gate of redemption. 

That is why so much modern religion feels helpful while remaining powerless. It can 
comfort the emotions, but it does not cleanse the conscience. It can create atmosphere, 
but it cannot produce regeneration. It can stir crowds, but it cannot justify sinners. It can 
make a man cry, but it cannot wash him. It can inspire moral reform, but it cannot give new 
birth. The biblical Jesus said, “Ye must be born again” (John 3:7). The false christ says, “You 
are fine as you are, just lean into your journey.” The biblical Jesus says, “except ye repent, ye 
shall all likewise perish” (Luke 13:3). The false christ says, “Do not let anybody make you 
feel uncomfortable.” One saves. The other sedates. 

And that sedation is deadly because men confuse spiritual feeling with spiritual reality. 
They think because they were moved, they were converted. Because they were comforted, 
they were cleansed. Because they had an experience, they have eternal life. Not so. A lost 
man can have tears. A lost man can like Christian music. A lost man can admire Jesus-
language. A lost man can enjoy sermons that do not touch his idols. The issue is not 
whether a man was moved. The issue is whether he came to the real Christ and received 
eternal life by faith in His finished work. The false christ leaves men warm and lost. The real 
Christ may wound you before He heals you, but when He saves, He saves indeed. 

7. The Spirit Behind Another Jesus Is Not Harmless 

The modern church world loves to act like theological differences about Jesus are mostly 
harmless so long as people are sincere. That is spiritual stupidity. Paul tied another Jesus to 
another spirit. That means the issue is not only intellectual error. There is a spiritual power 
moving behind counterfeit christ presentations. When men receive another jesus, they are 
not merely getting the wrong idea in their head. They are opening the door to the wrong 
spirit in their religion. That is why false religion can have such energy, such emotion, such 
spectacle, and such zeal while being entirely off-center. A spirit is involved. The question is 
whether it is the Holy Spirit of God or another spirit. 

That helps explain why some of the fiercest resistance comes when the true Christ is 
preached plainly. The wrong spirit does not mind vague religion, but it hates precise truth. It 
does not mind inspirational talk, but it hates blood redemption. It does not mind Jesus-
language, but it hates the exclusive Lordship of Christ. It does not mind church activity, but 
it hates sound doctrine. That spirit gets agitated when the real Christ is set forth because 
the real Christ exposes the fraud. Suddenly the masks start slipping. Suddenly the 
substitute looks weak. Suddenly men have to decide whether they want truth or the 



imitation they have grown comfortable with. That is why preaching the real Jesus always 
creates a separating effect. 

So do not tell me this issue is too strong, too sharp, or too serious. It is serious because 
eternity is serious. If another Jesus brings another spirit and another gospel, then men’s 
souls are hanging in the balance. I am not interested in being broad where the Bible is 
narrow. I am not interested in being soft where Paul was severe. I am not interested in 
helping religious people keep their counterfeit. I want the real Christ exalted. I want the 
false christ exposed. I want sinners brought to the true Savior. And I want professing 
believers jarred awake if they have been playing games with a substitute. Better to be 
offended now and saved than comforted now and damned later. 

Conclusion 

So this first essay lays the foundation where it ought to be laid. There is such a thing as 
another Jesus. That danger is not imaginary. It is not theoretical. It is not exaggerated. It is 
written in the word of God. Paul warned about it because the Holy Ghost knew the Church 
age would be flooded with counterfeits. He knew men would not only reject Christ openly, 
but replace Him subtly. He knew there would be another gospel, another spirit, and 
another Jesus offered to multitudes under the cover of religion. That is not yesterday’s 
problem. That is today’s problem. And if you do not believe it, just look around at how many 
different “Jesuses” are being marketed in His name. 

The issue before every soul is simple. Not whether you admire Jesus in some general way. 
Not whether you like spiritual talk. Not whether you grew up around church. Not whether 
you feel moved by religious things. The issue is this: do you know the Jesus Christ of the 
Bible? Do you know the eternal Son of God, born of a virgin, sinless in life, bloody in death, 
triumphant in resurrection, and coming again in glory? Have you trusted Him alone as your 
Savior? Or have you settled for a substitute that lets you stay comfortable while keeping 
you from the new birth? That is not a small question. That is the question. 

And as this series moves forward, that line is going to become even clearer. We are going to 
put the biblical Jesus beside the world’s false christ again and again until the contrast 
cannot be missed. My burden is not to win some theological debate for sport. My burden is 
to exalt the true Christ and expose the imitation before more people are swept away by it. 
There is only one Lord Jesus Christ. There is only one Savior. There is only one name under 
heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved. Every other jesus is a lie. Every other 
christ is a counterfeit. And every soul on earth must finally answer to the real Jesus Christ, 
whether they wanted Him or not. 



2 of 20: The Biblical Jesus vs. The World’s False Christ - The Eternal Son of God vs. a 
Created Religious Figure 

Introduction 

One of the oldest tricks the devil ever pulled on this world was not merely to get men to 
deny Jesus Christ altogether, but to get them to shrink Him down into something less than 
what He is. If Satan cannot erase the name of Jesus, he will redefine the Person of Jesus. 
He will let men speak respectfully about Christ as long as they do not bow before Him as 
the eternal Son of God. He will let them call Him a teacher, a prophet, a reformer, an 
enlightened spiritual guide, a noble martyr, a revolutionary, a healer, or even a heavenly 
messenger, provided they stop short of confessing what the Bible declares plainly: Jesus 
Christ is God manifest in the flesh, eternal, uncreated, one with the Father, the Maker of all 
things, and the Lord of glory. That is where the real battle begins. It begins at His Person. It 
begins at His nature. It begins at whether He is the Creator or merely another part of the 
created order. 

That is why this subject is not secondary. This is not one of those areas where people can 
say, “Well, we all basically mean the same thing.” No, we do not. A christ who is created is 
not the Christ of Scripture. A christ who became divine later is not the Christ of Scripture. A 
christ who is merely the highest creature in heaven is not the Christ of Scripture. A christ 
who is only the best man that ever lived is not the Christ of Scripture. A christ who points to 
God without being God is not the Christ of Scripture. The biblical Jesus is not a rung on the 
ladder. He is the ladder. He is not a servant standing alongside the truth. He said, “I am the 
truth” (John 14:6). He is not one light among many. He is “the true Light” (John 1:9). He is 
not one son of God in the broad sentimental sense modern religion likes to use. He is “his 
only begotten Son” (John 3:16). That separates Him from every counterfeit the world has 
ever invented. 

And the reason the world keeps trying to reduce Him is because the real Christ is too 
offensive for flesh. An eternal Christ cannot be managed. A divine Christ cannot be edited. 
A Creator Christ cannot be voted on. A Christ who made all things is owed absolute 
worship, total allegiance, and complete surrender. That is why false religion keeps handing 
people a smaller jesus. A smaller jesus is easier to fit into a system. A smaller jesus is 
easier to compare with other religious figures. A smaller jesus is easier to place beside 
prophets, gurus, saints, angels, and teachers. But the Christ of the Bible will not stay in that 
lineup. He walks right out of it and stands alone. He stands alone in John 1. He stands 
alone in Colossians 1. He stands alone in Hebrews 1. He stands alone in Revelation 1. The 
real Jesus Christ is not part of the furniture of religion. He is the Lord over it all. 



1. John 1 Destroys Every Created-Christ Theory 

If there were no other passage in the Bible but John 1, it would still be enough to smash 
every lie that tries to turn Jesus Christ into a created being. “In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1). Notice the language. Not 
“came into being.” Not “was formed.” Not “was first created.” “Was.” When the beginning 
began, He already was. That is eternity language. That is not the language of a created 
being entering existence at some point down the line. That is the language of One already 
there before time ever started ticking. If you are there when the beginning begins, you did 
not begin there. You already existed. 

Then John tightens it further and says, “The same was in the beginning with God” (John 1:2). 
That gives you distinction without separation. He is with God, yet He is God. He is not the 
Father, yet He is fully divine with the Father. That is the kind of verse false religion hates 
because it will not let them shrink Christ down to angel status or prophet status. He is not 
beside God like one created assistant among many. He is in eternal relation with God and 
fully shares the divine nature. Then John drives the nail deeper: “All things were made by 
him; and without him was not any thing made that was made” (John 1:3). There is your line. 
Everything in the category of “made” was made by Him. That means He cannot belong to 
the category of things made, because the verse says without Him was not anything made 
that was made. 

That verse is a spiritual guillotine for every cult and every counterfeit that tries to make 
Christ a creature. If all things that were made were made by Him, then He is outside the 
class of created things. He is the Maker, not the made. He is the Creator, not the creature. 
That is why John later says, “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us” (John 
1:14). The One who was already eternal, already with God, already God, and already the 
Maker of all things stepped into humanity. He did not begin at Bethlehem. He was 
manifested at Bethlehem. He did not come into existence in Mary’s womb. He took flesh 
there. The baby in the manger was older than His mother, older than Abraham, older than 
Adam, older than the stars, older than time. That is the Christ of the Bible. 

2. Colossians 1 Presents Christ as Creator, Sustainer, and Head 

Colossians 1 is another passage that leaves no room for a reduced christ. Paul writes 
concerning the Son, “For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in 
earth, visible and invisible” (Colossians 1:16). He then lists thrones, dominions, 
principalities, and powers, and says, “all things were created by him, and for him.” Not only 
were all things created by Him, they were created for Him. That means the universe is not 
merely a place He visited. It is His workmanship. It exists by His power and for His glory. 



Every throne, every realm, every angelic rank, every visible form, every invisible power 
came from His hand. 

Then Paul adds, “And he is before all things, and by him all things consist” (Colossians 
1:17). That phrase “before all things” is not merely about rank, though it includes that. It is 
about existence. He is before all things because He existed before all things. And “by him 
all things consist” means the universe is being held together by Him right now. The atoms 
do not stay in place because nature has a nice personality. The stars do not remain on 
course because the universe runs itself. The Son of God is the One holding the whole thing 
together. The breath in a sinner’s lungs, the spin of the planets, the order of the heavens, 
and the continuance of history itself depend on Jesus Christ. That is not the work of a 
creature. That is the work of God. 

And yet the world keeps offering a smaller christ. Why? Because a Creator Christ demands 
worship. A Sustainer Christ demands fear. A Christ for whom all things were made 
demands surrender. But a created religious figure can be admired without bowed knees. 
He can be quoted without repentance. He can be placed in interfaith conversations as one 
great spiritual voice among others. The real Christ ruins that game. He is not one influence 
among many. He is the One by whom all things were created, for whom all things were 
created, and in whom all things hold together. That is why Paul says in that same chapter 
that “in all things he might have the preeminence” (Colossians 1:18). Not prominence. Not 
a place. The preeminence. 

3. Hebrews 1 Exalts the Son Above Angels Forever 

If there is one thing Hebrews 1 does, it is put the Son of God far above every created 
heavenly being. That matters because one of the favorite lies of false religion is to make 
Jesus some kind of exalted angel or heavenly messenger. But Hebrews 1 starts by declaring 
that God “hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son” and then immediately says 
that this Son is the One “by whom also he made the worlds” (Hebrews 1:2). There it is 
again. He made the worlds. You cannot be clearer than that. The Son is not one being 
inside the world-system. He is the Maker of the world-system. 

Then the chapter says the Son is “the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his 
person” (Hebrews 1:3). That is not the description of a created assistant. That is the 
description of full deity shining forth. The Son perfectly manifests the Father. He is not a 
rough copy. He is not a partial reflection. He is the exact image of His person. Then you are 
told He is “upholding all things by the word of his power.” Again, not by borrowed strength, 
not by delegated creaturely ability, but by His power. After that, the writer starts asking 
those devastating questions: “For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my 



Son?” (Hebrews 1:5). The answer is none of them. Then verse 6 says, “And let all the angels 
of God worship him.” Angels worship Him. They do not stand beside Him as equals. They 
worship Him. 

The chapter climaxes with God the Father addressing the Son in unmistakable language: 
“But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever” (Hebrews 1:8). You can 
dance around that verse if you want to, but it will not change the text. The Father calls the 
Son “God.” Then in verses 10 through 12, words spoken of Jehovah in the Old Testament are 
applied directly to the Son: “Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the 
earth.” There is no honest way out of that if you believe the Bible. Jesus Christ is the Lord 
who laid the foundation of the earth. Angels did not do that. Prophets did not do that. 
Exalted created beings did not do that. The Son did it. Hebrews 1 does not merely honor 
Christ. It obliterates every theory that turns Him into anything less than the divine Son of 
God. 

4. A Created Christ Is Easier for Flesh to Tolerate 

The reason men keep trying to reduce Jesus Christ is not because the biblical evidence is 
unclear. The evidence is blazing bright. They do it because the heart of man hates the 
implications of the real Christ. If Jesus Christ is eternal God, then no man can treat Him 
casually. If Jesus Christ is the Creator, then no sinner can negotiate terms with Him. If Jesus 
Christ is one with the Father, then every rival religion falls flat before Him. If Jesus Christ is 
the express image of the Father’s person, then there is no room left for religious pluralism, 
philosophical compromise, or soft ecumenical nonsense. The real Christ leaves men 
cornered. He leaves them with one choice only: bow or rebel. 

A created christ relieves that pressure. A created christ can be appreciated as a spiritual 
figure. He can be treated as a model, a messenger, a reformer, or a saint. He can be placed 
inside a larger religious framework that still leaves room for human effort, church systems, 
prophets, traditions, angels, rituals, moral improvement, and all the rest of the clutter men 
like to lean on. But the real Christ sweeps all that off the table. If He is truly God manifest in 
the flesh, then salvation must be entirely His work. If He is truly the Maker of heaven and 
earth, then He is not coming to offer suggestions. He is coming to rule. A smaller christ 
comforts religious pride. The real Christ crucifies it. 

That is why flesh likes the imitation. Flesh does not mind speaking well of Jesus as long as it 
can keep the throne of self. Flesh does not mind Christmas scenes, Easter speeches, Bible 
quotes, and sentimental music as long as the full deity of Christ is kept at arm’s length. But 
once you preach John 1 straight, Colossians 1 straight, Hebrews 1 straight, and Revelation 
1 straight, the air changes. Suddenly the room is no longer dealing with a manageable 



religious figure. Now they are face to face with the Lord of glory. Now they are confronted 
with the One before whom every knee shall bow. And flesh hates that unless grace breaks 
it. 

5. Every Major Counterfeit Religion Reduces Jesus 

You can learn a lot by watching what false religion does with Jesus Christ. It almost never 
rejects Him by name. It usually keeps the name and strips the truth out of it. That is the 
trick. Some call Him a prophet. Some call Him a created son. Some call Him a divine 
principle. Some call Him a lesser god. Some call Him an enlightened master. Some call 
Him one manifestation among many. Some call Him the first and greatest creature. Some 
say He became divine through attainment. Some say He is not eternally distinct from the 
Father. Some say He is not fully man. Some say He is not fully God. But every one of those 
positions has the same root problem: they will not receive Him as the Bible reveals Him. 

That tells you something important. The deity of Christ is a dividing line between biblical 
Christianity and nearly every counterfeit system on earth. Why? Because once you lose His 
deity, the gospel collapses. If Jesus is not God, then His blood does not have infinite worth. 
If Jesus is not God, then no man has seen the Father in Him. If Jesus is not God, then 
worshiping Him is idolatry. If Jesus is not God, then Thomas sinned when he said, “My Lord 
and my God” (John 20:28). If Jesus is not God, then Isaiah could not have seen His glory as 
John says he did. If Jesus is not God, then He cannot save to the uttermost. If Jesus is not 
God, then Christianity is just another religion with another teacher. That is why every false 
system attacks His Person. They know if they can alter the Christ, they have altered the 
whole faith. 

And notice something else. Every reduced christ is more flattering to man than the real 
Christ. The cult christ requires your effort. The philosophical christ requires your 
enlightenment. The sacramental christ requires your participation in a system. The social-
justice christ requires your activism. The therapeutic christ requires your inner healing 
journey. The mystical christ requires your experience. But the real Christ requires faith in 
His finished work and total surrender to His Lordship. That is why men do not like Him. He 
leaves no room for boasting. He leaves no room for man-centered religion. He takes all the 
glory for salvation because He alone deserves it. 

6. Thomas, Isaiah, and the Apostles Did Not Treat Jesus as a Mere Creature 

There is something striking about the way men responded to Jesus in Scripture when light 
dawned on them. They did not respond like they had just met a gifted rabbi. They did not 
respond like they had discovered a noble prophet. They did not respond like they were in 
the presence of a superior angel. Thomas saw the risen Christ and said, “My Lord and my 



God” (John 20:28). Jesus did not rebuke him. He accepted the confession because it was 
true. Isaiah saw the Lord high and lifted up in Isaiah 6, and John tells us that Isaiah “saw his 
glory, and spake of him” (John 12:41), referring to Christ. The apostles worshiped Him. The 
devils recognized Him. John fell at His feet as dead in Revelation 1. Men do not fall like that 
before creatures unless they are committing idolatry. But in these cases, the worship is 
right because the Person receiving it is divine. 

That matters because the Bible never presents worship of Christ as a borderline issue. It 
presents it as proper, necessary, and unavoidable. The wise men worshiped Him. The 
disciples worshiped Him. The healed worshiped Him. Heaven worships Him. The angels 
worship Him. In Revelation 5, the Lamb receives the same doxology that belongs to God on 
the throne. That is either blasphemy or it is revelation. And the Bible is clear which one it is. 
Jesus Christ is worthy because Jesus Christ is God. A creature may be honored in a limited 
sense. God alone is worshiped. The fact that Christ is worshiped throughout Scripture and 
never once corrects it should settle the matter for any Bible believer. 

But false religion hates worship that belongs to Christ because it understands what that 
worship means. To worship Him is to confess His deity. To confess His deity is to abandon 
every system that treats Him as less. To bow before Him is to stop comparing Him with 
founders, prophets, saints, angels, institutions, parties, or leaders. It is to say there is no 
one else in His category. And that is exactly what the world resists. It wants a Jesus who 
can be admired, not adored. It wants a Jesus who can be quoted, not crowned. It wants a 
Jesus who can inspire, not command. But the Jesus of the Bible does not come in half-
measures. He is Lord. 

7. God Manifest in the Flesh Is the Only Savior Worth Having 

At the end of the day, this doctrine is not merely about winning arguments. It is about 
salvation itself. The reason I care that Jesus Christ is eternal God is because only God can 
save the way the Bible says sinners need to be saved. We did not need a creature to point 
toward heaven. We needed God to come down. We did not need a better philosopher. We 
needed a divine Redeemer. We did not need a prophet to advise us from the shore while we 
drowned. We needed the Lord Himself to step into our condition, bear our sin, satisfy 
divine justice, and rise again. “God was manifest in the flesh” (1 Timothy 3:16). That verse is 
not a luxury doctrine. It is the blazing heart of redemption. 

Only a divine Christ can bear the full wrath of God and come out the other side victorious. 
Only a divine Christ can give His life and take it again. Only a divine Christ can say, “Before 
Abraham was, I am” (John 8:58), using the language of Jehovah Himself. Only a divine 
Christ can be the object of saving faith for every tribe, nation, and century and never fail a 



single one who trusts Him. Only a divine Christ can save “to the uttermost” (Hebrews 7:25). 
If Jesus were less than God, then He might be a helper, an example, an encourager, or a 
pointer, but He could never be the all-sufficient Savior sinners desperately need. 

That is why I will not soften this truth for anybody. This world does not need a reduced 
christ. It does not need a manageable christ. It does not need a religious figure polished up 
for interfaith dialogue. It needs the eternal Son of God. It needs the Creator who became 
man without ceasing to be God. It needs the One who can say, “I and my Father are one” 
(John 10:30). It needs the One who can forgive sins because He is the offended God. It 
needs the One who can conquer death because life is in Him. The biblical Jesus is not too 
high. He is exactly as high as God says He is. And anything lower than that is another jesus. 

Conclusion 

So the line must be drawn plainly. The biblical Jesus is eternal, uncreated, and one with the 
Father. He is not a made being, not a glorified creature, not a divine apprentice, not a 
promoted man, and not a heavenly messenger who falls short of deity. John 1 says He was 
in the beginning, with God, and was God. Colossians 1 says all things were created by Him 
and for Him. Hebrews 1 says the Father calls Him God and commands the angels to 
worship Him. That is not vague. That is not symbolic fog. That is revelation. The only reason 
men keep denying it is because the truth is too sharp for their pride. 

And that pride is what keeps producing the world’s false christ. The world wants a smaller 
jesus because the real Christ is too absolute. The world wants a created religious figure 
because the eternal Son of God leaves no room for rivals. The world wants a spiritual guide 
because the Creator demands the throne. The world wants an uplifting moral teacher 
because God manifest in the flesh demands repentance, worship, surrender, and faith. The 
battle over the Person of Christ is not an academic game. It is the battle between heaven’s 
testimony and hell’s counterfeit. 

So let this stand as the second great line in this series: if your jesus is not eternal God, he is 
not the Jesus of the Bible. If your christ was created, he cannot create you anew. If your 
christ is less than God, he is less than enough. But the real Jesus Christ is more than 
enough because He is exactly who Scripture says He is. He is the eternal Son of God. He is 
the Creator of all things. He is the brightness of the Father’s glory. He is God manifest in the 
flesh. He is the only Savior of sinners. And every false christ this world invents will be 
exposed and shattered by the glory of the true one. 

 

 



3 of 20: The Biblical Jesus vs. The World’s False Christ - The Lord of Glory vs. the 
Celebrity Jesus 

Introduction 

One of the great curses of this Laodicean age is that men have learned how to use the 
name of Jesus Christ without trembling before Him. They can print His name on 
merchandise, sing His name in a chorus, wear His name on a necklace, flash His name 
across a conference screen, hang His name over a stage, stamp His name onto a 
movement, build a brand around His name, and still never once come face to face with the 
biblical terror and majesty of who He is. That is one of the surest signs that another jesus 
has entered the room. The Jesus Christ of Scripture is not a decorative symbol. He is not a 
mascot for religious enthusiasm. He is not a marketable face to attach to a platform. He is 
the Lord of glory. He is the One before whom cherubim veil themselves, before whom 
prophets fall, before whom apostles collapse, and before whom devils scream. But this 
world does not want that Christ. It wants a jesus it can market, package, soften, and parade 
around without ever bowing the knee to His absolute authority. 

That is why you now see a celebrity jesus everywhere. He shows up in entertainment 
culture, in shallow church culture, in social media religion, in political theater, in 
sentimental art, in soft-focus preaching, and in image-driven spirituality. He is always 
available, always attractive, always usable, always non-threatening, always photogenic, 
always emotionally affirming, and always strangely absent of the blazing holiness the Bible 
associates with the true Son of God. This celebrity jesus exists to improve a public image, 
increase engagement, broaden appeal, attract crowds, and decorate a personal brand with 
spiritual credibility. He can be spoken of casually, laughed about lightly, stylized endlessly, 
and used strategically because he is not treated as Lord. He is treated as content. He is 
treated as cultural currency. He is treated as a religious accessory in an age that knows 
how to monetize everything. 

But the biblical Jesus Christ explodes that whole system. He is not manageable. He is not 
trendy. He is not there to make men look better. He is not there to help a preacher become 
famous, a singer become influential, a movement become fashionable, or a personality 
become untouchable. He is the sovereign Christ of Revelation 1 whose eyes are as a flame 
of fire, whose voice is as the sound of many waters, whose countenance is as the sun 
shineth in his strength, and at whose feet John fell as dead. He is the Christ who told Isaiah, 
“Whom shall I send?” after filling the temple with His glory, and Isaiah did not strut, preen, 
or posture in response. He cried, “Woe is me!” That is the difference right there. The true 
Christ does not inflate man. He undoes him. The true Christ does not serve the ego. He 
crushes it. And that is exactly why this age keeps reaching for a counterfeit. 



1. The World Loves a Jesus It Can Market 

The spirit of this age knows how to market anything. It can market rebellion, market lust, 
market filth, market politics, market self-love, market fear, market outrage, and market 
religion. So naturally, it has also learned how to market Jesus. But the Jesus it markets is 
not the Jesus of the Bible. He is a softened figure drained of biblical severity and reduced to 
a usable image. He becomes a logo, a slogan, a mood, a vibe, a design style, a conference 
hook, a podcast theme, a stage aesthetic, or a social media identity marker. Men can use 
Him without obeying Him. They can invoke Him without fearing Him. They can sing about 
Him without submitting to Him. They can build an audience around Him while never truly 
exalting Him. That is not the Lord of glory. That is a celebrity construct. 

The flesh loves that kind of jesus because he is commercially useful. He can make a public 
figure seem wholesome. He can make a ministry seem safe. He can make a speaker seem 
deep. He can make a movement seem righteous. He can make a product seem 
meaningful. He can make a platform seem anointed. And once Jesus becomes a market 
tool instead of the sovereign Son of God, men start handling Him with frightening 
familiarity. They talk about Him as though He exists to help them scale influence. They 
present Him in a way designed more to attract followers than to produce fear of God. They 
polish Him until He becomes harmless to the flesh. 

But the biblical Christ is not a product. He is not an advertising theme. He is not content 
fuel. He is not there to help men build kingdoms in His name. He said, “All power is given 
unto me in heaven and in earth” (Matthew 28:18). That does not leave room for men to treat 
Him like a cooperative branding partner. He is not sharing the stage with your ambition. He 
is not lending His name to your self-promotion. He is not there to make you more palatable 
to the public. The Lord Jesus Christ is the rightful owner of everything, and anything built in 
His name that reduces Him to a marketing device is already sliding into counterfeit 
territory. 

2. The Celebrity Jesus Attracts Crowds but Never Demands Repentance 

One of the clearest marks of the celebrity jesus is that he is built for attraction, not 
confrontation. He is there to gather crowds, not divide them. He is there to keep people 
comfortable, not call them to repentance. He is there to make people feel spiritually 
included, not expose them as lost and guilty before a holy God. In other words, he serves 
the exact opposite function of the biblical Christ in many of the Gospels. The real Jesus 
preached in a way that caused many to walk away. He said things that scandalized shallow 
followers. He did not edit truth to maintain momentum. He did not soften doctrine to 
protect numbers. He did not trim hard sayings to preserve popularity. 



In John 6, after Jesus preached the truth, many of His disciples said, “This is an hard saying; 
who can hear it?” and “from that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more 
with him” (John 6:60, 66). Now imagine trying that in modern religious celebrity culture. The 
experts would say He mishandled the room. They would say He failed to read the audience. 
They would say He should have adjusted the tone. They would say He wasted influence. 
But the Son of God was not trying to curate a crowd by flattering the flesh. He was 
separating the real from the fake. He was exposing those who liked the benefits but hated 
the truth. That is what the real Christ does. He reveals where men stand. 

The celebrity jesus cannot operate that way because his whole purpose is to remain 
attractive. He must keep the room smiling. He must keep the following growing. He must 
keep the broad audience engaged. So he becomes a christ of endless invitation without 
divine confrontation. He wants followers but not disciples, admiration but not repentance, 
enthusiasm but not brokenness. He can be celebrated by people who have never once 
seen themselves as hell-deserving sinners in need of the blood of Christ. That alone should 
tell you you are dealing with another jesus. The biblical Jesus said, “Nay: but, except ye 
repent, ye shall all likewise perish” (Luke 13:3). A christ who does not say that is not the 
Christ of the Bible. 

3. The Real Christ Is Holy, Not Merely Inspirational 

One of the most devastating losses in modern church culture is the loss of the holiness of 
Christ. People still speak about Jesus, sing about Jesus, paint Jesus, quote Jesus, and post 
about Jesus, but they do it with almost no sense that they are dealing with the Holy One of 
God. He becomes inspirational instead of terrifyingly holy. He becomes emotionally 
moving instead of morally absolute. He becomes affirming instead of consuming. That is 
why so many people can talk about Him with ease while living in total disobedience to Him. 
They are not facing the Christ of Scripture. They are interacting with a reimagined figure that 
makes them feel spiritual without bringing them into the fear of the Lord. 

When Isaiah saw the Lord high and lifted up, with His train filling the temple, he did not say, 
“This vision really affirms my purpose.” He said, “Woe is me! for I am undone” (Isaiah 6:5). 
When John saw the glorified Christ in Revelation 1, he did not start networking the moment. 
He did not ask how to build a movement around the experience. He said, “And when I saw 
him, I fell at his feet as dead” (Revelation 1:17). That is what the holiness of Christ does to a 
man. It strips him. It silences him. It exposes him. It brings him down. It reminds him he is 
in the presence of Someone infinitely above him in purity, authority, and majesty. 

The celebrity jesus never does that because he is there to keep man centered. He may 
move a crowd, but he does not undo a sinner. He may stir tears, but he does not produce 



trembling. He may inspire devotion of a shallow kind, but he does not awaken the dread 
and awe that attend the true presence of God. A lot of what is called worship today would 
shrivel up in a second if the biblical holiness of Christ broke through the atmosphere. Men 
would stop performing. Women would stop posing. Platforms would stop preening. And a 
generation that has learned to consume religion like entertainment would suddenly realize 
it had wandered far from the Christ whose eyes are as a flame of fire. 

4. The Celebrity Jesus Improves Images, the Real Christ Destroys Idols 

The false christ of this world is useful for image management. He can make almost 
anybody look better. Attach some Jesus-language to a celebrity, and they appear humble. 
Attach it to a politician, and they appear righteous. Attach it to a movement, and it appears 
moral. Attach it to a ministry empire, and it appears spiritual. Attach it to a brand, and it 
appears meaningful. That is one of the reasons this counterfeit spreads so easily. He helps 
fallen man polish the outside while leaving the inside untouched. He helps men hide 
behind religious aesthetics instead of bowing before the living God. 

The real Jesus Christ does the opposite. He destroys idols. He overturns tables. He strips 
masks. He cuts through image-management. He calls whitewashed sepulchres what they 
are. He tells the rich young ruler where his god really is. He tells the Pharisees what spirit 
they are of. He tells Nicodemus that education and religious standing are not enough. He 
tells a Samaritan woman her life is a mess while offering her living water. The real Christ 
does not assist the false self. He exposes it. That is why the flesh does not naturally love 
Him. He ruins self-made righteousness and self-protective religion. 

If your jesus mainly helps men look spiritual, but never destroys the things they worship 
instead of God, you have the wrong jesus. If your jesus mainly enhances a public persona, 
but never makes a man forsake his idols, you have the wrong jesus. The Son of God did not 
come to decorate your false life. He came to save you out of it. He did not come to help 
sinners preserve the illusion of control. He came to call them to repentance and faith. The 
celebrity jesus can sit beside your idols and smile. The biblical Jesus says, “Thou shalt have 
no other gods before me” in the full force of His divine authority. That is the difference 
between a cultural symbol and the Lord of glory. 

5. Revelation 1 Leaves No Room for the Soft-Focus Christ 

If this generation would spend half as much time staring at Revelation 1 as it does staring at 
religious branding, it would stop playing games with Jesus Christ. That chapter is one of the 
great antidotes to the celebrity jesus because it shows the glorified Son of God in His 
exalted majesty. His head and His hairs were white like wool, as white as snow. His eyes 
were as a flame of fire. His feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace. His voice 



as the sound of many waters. Out of His mouth went a sharp twoedged sword. His 
countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength. That is not the portrait of a 
manageable religious figure. That is the King-Priest Judge standing in glory. 

And what was John’s response? He fell at His feet as dead. John had leaned on Jesus’ 
bosom at the supper. John had walked with Him on earth. John knew His tenderness. John 
knew His love. Yet when he saw Him in unveiled glory, familiarity vanished and holy fear 
took over. That matters. It tells you that the problem is not that people today know Jesus 
too well. The problem is that they do not know Him biblically enough. They know a 
sentimental image of Him, a selective memory of Him, a consumer version of Him, a stage-
lit version of Him, but not the Christ who reigns now in unveiled majesty. 

The soft-focus christ of popular religion cannot survive Revelation 1. He is too small. He is 
too tame. He is too polished. He is too flattering to flesh. He exists to help men feel close to 
God without trembling before Him. But the true Christ in glory is not there to enhance your 
emotional experience. He is there to command your absolute allegiance. He is there to 
remind the Church that its Head is not a figure to be customized by culture. He is the risen 
sovereign Lord. Any christ that can be endlessly stylized without men feeling the force of 
Revelation 1 is another jesus. 

6. Devils Tremble at the Real Christ, but the World Plays with the Fake One 

There is a telling difference in the way devils respond to the real Christ and the way the 
world responds to the fake one. In the Gospels, devils trembled, cried out, recognized Him, 
and feared His authority. “Let us alone; what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of 
Nazareth? art thou come to destroy us?” (Mark 1:24). They knew who He was. They did not 
need a committee to discern it. They did not need a branding package to explain it. Hell 
recognized heaven when it showed up in flesh. The devils knew they were in the presence 
of the Holy One of God. That should tell you something about the biblical Christ. He is not 
merely moving. He is terrifying to evil. 

But the world plays with the false one. It remixes him, markets him, jokes with him, sells 
him, stylizes him, and drags him through whatever trend is useful at the moment. That is 
because the fake one poses no threat to the kingdoms of this world. He can be used 
without shaking hell. He can be displayed without frightening demons. He can be paraded 
without bringing conviction. That alone should make sober people step back and ask what 
spirit is behind much of what is being done in Jesus’ name. If the devil is perfectly 
comfortable with your version of Jesus, you had better examine that version very carefully. 

The true Christ makes hell nervous. The true Christ makes hypocrisy uncomfortable. The 
true Christ makes self-righteous religion angry. The true Christ forces decisions. The true 



Christ cannot be handled casually without men hardening themselves against Him. But the 
celebrity jesus is the friend of religious performance and cultural convenience. He fits into 
spectacle. He adapts to trends. He poses for the age. He helps men stay admired while 
never becoming crucified with Christ. The One before whom devils tremble has been 
traded in many places for a stage-friendly substitute the world can tolerate. That is not 
progress. That is apostasy. 

7. The Lord of Glory Demands Total Allegiance, Not Occasional Association 

The final difference is perhaps the clearest of all. The celebrity jesus asks for association. 
The Lord of glory demands allegiance. The celebrity jesus can be added to your life. The real 
Christ claims your life. The celebrity jesus can be referenced when useful. The real Christ 
says, “Follow me.” The celebrity jesus may share the room with other loyalties, but the true 
Son of God says, “He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me” 
(Matthew 10:37). He does not come asking for a supporting role. He comes demanding the 
throne. 

That is why so many people prefer the counterfeit. They want a jesus they can mention 
without obeying, admire without surrendering, display without fearing, and celebrate 
without crucifying the flesh. They want Him present, but not preeminent. They want Him 
near enough to bless them, but not high enough to command them. They want enough 
religion to feel safe, but not enough Christ to disrupt their idols. The biblical Jesus Christ 
will not cooperate with that arrangement. He is Lord. He is not applying for a role in your 
self-made kingdom. He is calling you out of darkness into His marvelous light, and that call 
is absolute. 

When the apostle Paul said, “For ye are bought with a price” (1 Corinthians 6:20), he was 
not talking about association. He was talking about ownership. When Scripture says He is 
“King of kings, and Lord of lords” (Revelation 19:16), that is not decorative language. That is 
reality. The celebrity jesus helps men keep their independence while appearing religious. 
The biblical Jesus demands that every knee bow. And one day every knee will. The only 
question is whether men bow now in grace or later in judgment. But bow they will, because 
the true Christ is not a trend, not a brand, not a symbol, and not a celebrity. He is the Lord 
of glory. 

Conclusion 

So the line must be drawn here with a steady hand and a loud voice. The Jesus Christ of 
Scripture is not a cultural icon. He is not a brand enhancement. He is not a decorative 
symbol for the religious marketplace. He is not a stage prop for image-driven ministry. He is 
the Lord of glory. He is the One Isaiah saw and cried out before. He is the One John saw and 



fell before. He is the One devils recognized and dreaded. He is the One whose eyes are as a 
flame of fire and whose countenance shines as the sun. The world’s celebrity jesus cannot 
stand beside that Christ for even a moment without being exposed as a fraud. 

What this generation needs is not a more marketable Jesus. It needs the biblical Christ. It 
does not need more polished religion. It needs holy fear. It does not need more platform-
building in His name. It needs repentance before His throne. It does not need more 
sentimental attachment to a soft religious figure. It needs to come face to face with the 
risen Lord whose authority is absolute and whose glory is terrifyingly real. Anything less 
than that will leave men impressed but lost, emotional but unconverted, enthusiastic but 
unchanged. 

And that is why this issue matters so much. A christ who exists mainly to attract crowds is 
not the Christ who commands repentance, judges sin, and demands total allegiance. A 
christ who enhances man’s image is not the Christ who destroys man’s idols. A christ who 
can be endlessly used by the world without the world trembling has already been reduced 
below the biblical revelation. The true Jesus Christ is not a celebrity. He is not a symbol. He 
is not an accessory. He is Lord. He is holy. He is glorious. And every counterfeit image of 
Him this world keeps celebrating will one day burn away in the presence of the real Son of 
God. 

 

 

4 of 20: The Biblical Jesus vs. The World’s False Christ - The Lamb of God vs. the 
Political Messiah 

Introduction 

One of the surest ways to spot a false christ is to watch what men expect him to do first. 
The biblical Jesus Christ came the first time as the Lamb of God. John the Baptist did not 
point at Him and say, “Behold the political reformer.” He did not say, “Behold the national 
deliverer.” He did not say, “Behold the social architect.” He said, “Behold the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). That is where the whole thing begins. It 
begins with sin. It begins with guilt. It begins with blood. It begins with sacrifice. It begins 
with a holy God and condemned sinners. But fallen man does not like to begin there. He 
wants to begin with systems, structures, power, influence, control, cultural victory, and 
earthly improvement. He wants a christ who will fix the visible world while leaving the 
invisible corruption of his own heart untouched. 



That is why the world keeps manufacturing a political messiah. It wants a savior who can 
rally a crowd, carry a banner, restore national pride, crush enemies, heal institutions, and 
put society back in order without ever forcing men to deal with personal guilt before God. It 
wants a christ of earthly problem-solving who can be admired by the flesh because he 
promises strength without repentance and order without the new birth. That craving was 
present when Jesus walked this earth, and it is still here now. Men were ready to take Him 
by force and make Him a king when they thought He would serve their earthly expectations. 
But when He preached the necessity of the cross, the necessity of the new birth, the 
necessity of eating His flesh and drinking His blood in the spiritual sense of total 
identification with His sacrifice, the crowds thinned out. That tells you something. Men like 
kingship without sacrifice. They like power without blood. They like glory without Calvary. 

But the true Christ will not allow Himself to be reduced to a political category. He told Pilate 
plainly, “My kingdom is not of this world” (John 18:36). That did not mean He has no 
kingdom. It meant His kingdom was not arising from this world’s systems, methods, spirit, 
or power structure at that time. He did not come the first time to organize a voting bloc. He 
came to die. He did not come the first time to seize a throne in Jerusalem by force. He came 
to be lifted up on a cross. He did not come first to reform Rome. He came first to redeem 
sinners. That is the line this world hates. The world will accept a christ who will improve 
society while leaving hell untouched. The biblical Jesus came to save men from their sins 
first, and only later will He openly reign as King of kings. If you get that order wrong, you will 
end up with another jesus. 

1. John the Baptist Introduced Him as a Lamb, Not a Political Deliverer 

The first public identification of Jesus Christ in His ministry is one of the most important in 
all the Bible. John the Baptist saw Him coming and said, “Behold the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). That statement is not decoration. It is 
direction. It tells you at once what His first coming was about. He came as a lamb. Not a 
lion first, but a lamb. Not a crowned conqueror first, but a sacrificial victim. Not a public 
ruler first, but an offering for sin. John’s language reaches back into the entire sacrificial 
system of the Old Testament, where lambs died because sin required blood. The Jews 
listening should have understood that. A lamb is not presented for platform-building. A 
lamb is presented for slaughter. 

That is exactly where the flesh starts resisting. The natural man does not want a lamb 
because a lamb means guilt. A lamb means judgment. A lamb means substitution. A lamb 
means someone has to die because someone else is unclean. A lamb means your real 
problem is not Caesar. It is sin. Not Rome. Sin. Not taxation. Sin. Not bad leadership. Sin. 
Not public disorder. Sin. Men may have all those outward troubles, but the root cancer in 



the race is rebellion against God. So when John identified Christ as the Lamb of God, he cut 
beneath all surface politics and struck the deepest issue in the universe. Man needs 
atonement. 

That is why every false christ downplays the Lamb side of Jesus Christ. False religion may 
praise His teachings, admire His ethics, quote His sayings, or sentimentalize His 
compassion, but it hates the blood. It hates the necessity of atonement. It hates the idea 
that men are so ruined they need a divine sacrifice. And political religion hates it too, 
because it would rather mobilize men around outward causes than bring them face to face 
with personal sin. But if you lose the Lamb, you lose the Christ of Scripture. Before there is 
ever an open throne in Jerusalem, there must be a bloody cross outside the city. Before 
there is a kingdom manifested, there must be redemption accomplished. That order is 
heaven’s order. 

2. The Crowds Wanted Bread, Power, and National Relief 

When you read the Gospels carefully, one thing becomes obvious: the multitudes often 
wanted Jesus Christ for what He could do outwardly, not for who He was inwardly. They 
wanted bread. They wanted healing. They wanted spectacle. They wanted signs. They 
wanted deliverance from oppression. They wanted somebody strong enough to challenge 
the established order and restore visible blessing. In John 6, after He fed the five thousand, 
the people were so moved by the miracle that they were ready to take Him by force and 
make Him a king. Why? Because He had touched their material situation. He had filled 
their bellies. Suddenly He looked useful in the political and national sense. 

But the Lord would not cooperate with their program. He withdrew. He refused the fleshly 
enthusiasm of a crowd that wanted the benefits of His power without the offense of His 
truth. Then in that same chapter He preached in a way that exposed the shallow motives of 
the people. He spoke of Himself as the bread of life, called men to believe on Him in a way 
that demanded total dependence, and the result was not revival in the modern emotional 
sense. The result was that many of His disciples went back and walked no more with Him. 
Why? Because once it became clear He was not there to fulfill their earthly expectations on 
their terms, they lost interest. 

That is exactly how political messiah fever works. Men are excited as long as the christ 
figure seems useful to their visible hopes. They will cheer him while he looks like a 
champion for their cause. But bring in the cross, bring in the blood, bring in repentance, 
bring in the new birth, bring in total surrender, and suddenly the excitement cools. The 
problem is not that men do not want deliverance. The problem is that they want 
deliverance from consequences without deliverance from sin. They want relief without 



regeneration. They want a king for their cause, not a Savior for their soul. That is one of the 
clearest marks of the false christ instinct in fallen humanity. 

3. Jesus Refused to Be Dragged Into Earthly Categories 

One of the striking things about the Lord Jesus Christ is how often He refused to let men 
define Him according to their earthly categories. They wanted to fit Him into their political, 
social, and national expectations, and He kept stepping outside those boxes. When they 
tried to make Him king by force, He withdrew. When people wanted Him to settle civil 
disputes in a superficial way, He would not become their worldly arbitrator on their terms. 
When the Pharisees and Herodians tried to trap Him in political controversy over tribute 
money, He said, “Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar’s; and unto 
God the things that are God’s” (Matthew 22:21). He would not be manipulated into serving 
their agenda. 

That is not because earthly government means nothing. The Bible clearly teaches the 
reality of governments and rulers. But the Lord would not let men collapse His mission into 
politics. His mission was bigger and deeper than that. He was not there to become a 
mascot for one side in a public quarrel. He was not there to baptize Jewish nationalism in 
the way many expected. He was not there to become an anti-Roman revolutionary. He was 
there to go to Calvary. The cross towered over everything. Men kept trying to pull Him 
sideways into the controversies of the moment, but He kept moving straight toward the 
sacrifice the Father had sent Him to make. 

That is a direct rebuke to the false christ of this age, who is usually wrapped in public 
causes, cultural identity, national aspiration, and visible solutions. Men feel more 
comfortable with a christ who can be harnessed to earthly battles than with the Christ who 
says, “Ye must be born again” (John 3:7). They would rather wave a banner than bow at a 
cross. They would rather join a movement than die to self. They would rather talk about 
restoring the nation than hear, “What shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, 
and lose his own soul?” (Mark 8:36). But the real Christ will not stay trapped in man’s 
political categories. He came from above, not from below. 

4. “My Kingdom Is Not of This World” Settles the Order 

When Jesus stood before Pilate and said, “My kingdom is not of this world” (John 18:36), He 
gave one of the most important statements in all the New Testament for understanding His 
first coming. That statement does not mean Christ has no kingdom. The prophets are full of 
the kingdom. Revelation is full of the kingdom. The disciples asked about the kingdom. The 
Lord taught about the kingdom. The point is not the absence of a kingdom, but the source 
and timing of it. At His first coming, He was not establishing an earthly kingdom by worldly 



methods. He was not taking a throne through political machinery, military strength, or 
public agitation. His kingdom in manifestation would come later, after the cross, 
resurrection, ascension, Church age, Tribulation, and second advent. 

Pilate was thinking like a Roman. He understood power in terms of earthly threat. He 
wanted to know whether Jesus was a rival king in the visible political sense. The Lord’s 
answer cut across that entire framework. If His kingdom were of this world in that moment, 
His servants would fight. But they were not fighting to establish Him then because that was 
not the hour for open kingdom rule. It was the hour for sacrifice. It was the hour for the 
Lamb. It was the hour when the Son of God would give Himself a ransom for many. Men 
who collapse all that into present political triumph do violence to the order of Scripture. 

This is why the political messiah idea is so dangerous. It confuses the phases of Christ’s 
work. It takes truths that belong to His second coming reign and drags them backward into 
His first coming mission in a fleshly way. It wants kingly glory now without the scandal of 
the cross. It wants visible dominion now without the blood atonement first. It wants public 
victory now while ignoring the mystery form of the kingdom and the Church’s pilgrim 
position in this age. That is not rightly dividing the word of truth. That is mixing 
dispensations, confusing missions, and handing people a christ who fits their ambitions 
more than the Book. 

5. Men Prefer a Christ Who Fixes Society but Leaves the Heart Alone 

This may be the deepest reason the political messiah idea is so attractive. It allows men to 
appear deeply concerned while never really confronting their own heart before God. It lets 
them talk about reform, restoration, justice, order, law, peace, and national healing, all 
while remaining strangers to repentance, grace, and the new birth. It is much easier for 
flesh to talk about fixing society than to cry, “God be merciful to me a sinner” (Luke 18:13). 
It is easier to denounce public corruption than to confess private wickedness. It is easier to 
wave a cause than to fall broken at the foot of the cross. 

The biblical Jesus goes straight for the heart. He says the problem proceeds from within, 
out of the heart of men. Evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, 
covetousness, blasphemy, pride, foolishness come from within. That means society is not 
sick merely because of bad structures. Society is sick because sinners build it. No political 
system, however orderly, can regenerate a dead soul. No national program can wash away 
guilt. No movement can justify a sinner before God. No earthly ruler can make a man new. 
Only Jesus Christ can do that, and He does it through His death, burial, and resurrection 
received by faith. 



That is why the true Christ is so offensive to religious activists of every stripe. He will not let 
them hide in “big-picture” concerns while their own soul remains lost. He insists on dealing 
with the sinner before dealing with the system. He insists on the inward before the outward. 
He insists on the heart before the culture. That does not mean culture and governments are 
irrelevant. It means they are downstream from the deeper issue. The political messiah lets 
man avoid that issue. The Lamb of God brings him face to face with it. One gives him a 
banner. The other gives him a cross. One excites his flesh. The other condemns it and offers 
redemption. 

6. The Blood Must Come Before the Throne 

One of the most important biblical orders to keep straight is this: the blood comes before 
the throne in the redemptive program. Christ had to suffer before entering into His glory. He 
had to be the Lamb before He would openly reign as Lion. Even in Revelation, when heaven 
celebrates Him in chapter 5, He appears as “a Lamb as it had been slain” before the full 
judgments and open kingdom manifestations proceed. That is not accidental. Heaven itself 
honors the sacrificial work of Christ as central. The throne is never detached from the 
blood. The kingdom is never detached from redemption. The King is the slain Lamb. 

The false christ of this age is usually the reverse. He is all throne and no blood. All banner 
and no sacrifice. All power and no atonement. All public symbolism and no propitiation. He 
offers men the excitement of visible hope without the scandal of divine justice satisfied 
through the cross. That is why he is so easy to receive. He offends neither human pride nor 
religious sentimentality very much. He allows men to feel righteous because they are on 
the “right side” of some earthly struggle without ever coming to grips with the fact that they 
are guilty before the God who made them. But a throne without blood is not the throne of 
the biblical Christ. 

And this matters for doctrine and for discernment. If you preach Jesus Christ as King while 
bypassing His finished work as the Lamb of God, you are not preaching Him in the order 
God gave Him. If you stir people up over visible kingdom themes while neglecting 
substitutionary atonement, you are preparing them for confusion. If you give them public 
triumph without personal redemption, you are not helping them. The biblical Christ will 
openly reign one day, yes. But only those washed in His blood belong to Him. That is why I 
say again: before men start talking big about the kingdom, they had better make sure they 
have come through the cross. 

7. The True Christ Will Reign Later, but He Saves Sinners Now 

The glorious truth is that the biblical Jesus does not remain forever in the hiddenness of 
rejected Lambhood. He is coming again, and when He comes, He will not come to be 



crucified. He will not come to be mocked, spit upon, or judged by sinners. He will come in 
power and great glory. He will come to judge and make war. He will come as King of kings 
and Lord of lords. He will reign. The prophets will be fulfilled openly. Israel will see her King. 
The nations will be ruled with a rod of iron. So let nobody think this essay diminishes the 
kingship of Christ. It exalts it by putting it in its biblical order. 

But because that future reign is real, men are tempted to grab kingdom truths and use them 
wrongly now. They want to act as though Christ’s open earthly reign has already been put 
into human hands. They want to bring down kingdom language into political machinery and 
national ambition. They want a visible ruler they can celebrate as the answer to their 
earthly fears. And because they do not understand the difference between this age and the 
age to come, they become vulnerable to false christs who mimic kingly strength while 
lacking lamb-like redemption. That is exactly how deception works. It borrows true themes 
and misapplies them. 

The real Christ saves sinners now. That is the urgent matter in this age. He calls out a bride. 
He builds His Church. He saves by grace through faith. He justifies the ungodly. He 
sanctifies believers. He prepares His people for glory. And then later He will openly reign. If 
men invert that order, they become easy prey for substitutes. They start looking for a savior 
in the public arena instead of at the empty tomb. They start measuring hope by visible 
power instead of by the promises of God. They start seeking a ruler for society instead of a 
Redeemer for the soul. That is where the false christ instinct thrives. But the Bible keeps 
bringing us back: first the Lamb, then the throne. 

Conclusion 

So the line here must be held with both hands. The biblical Jesus came the first time as the 
Lamb of God to take away the sin of the world. He did not come first as a political fixer, a 
national mascot, or a public champion for earthly agendas. He came to die. He came to 
shed blood. He came to make atonement. He came to save sinners. That is why John 
pointed to Him as the Lamb. That is why He told Pilate His kingdom was not of this world. 
That is why He kept resisting the fleshly expectations of the crowd. And that is why any 
christ who is mainly sold as an earthly problem-solver without confronting sin is another 
jesus. 

The world craves a political messiah because it wants outward relief without inward ruin 
being addressed. It wants national healing without repentance. It wants visible order 
without the new birth. It wants a king for its cause but not a Lamb for its guilt. And that 
craving is dangerous because it conditions men to receive the wrong kind of christ. It 
makes them vulnerable to any figure who offers power, order, symbolism, and temporary 



hope while bypassing the heart. The real Jesus Christ will not be used that way. He insists 
on the deepest issue first: sin, blood, redemption, and the soul’s standing before God. 

And yet the glory of it is this: the Lamb is also the coming King. The One who bled is the One 
who will reign. The One who was judged will judge. The One who stood silent before Pilate 
will one day speak and the nations will tremble. But until that day, the message of this age 
remains the same: behold the Lamb of God. Trust Him. Receive Him. Be washed in His 
blood. Be born again. Do not trade the Redeemer for a banner, the cross for a movement, or 
the Son of God for a political substitute. The world may crave a political messiah, but 
heaven has provided something infinitely greater: the Lamb of God, who alone can save. 

 

 

5 of 20: The Biblical Jesus vs. The World’s False Christ - The Suffering Savior vs. the 
Prosperity Christ 

Introduction 

One of the most dangerous counterfeits in modern religion is the prosperity christ, the 
polished, stage-lit, smile-heavy, flesh-pleasing imitation that presents Jesus Christ as a 
pathway to comfort, increase, upward mobility, financial breakthrough, physical ease, and 
visible success. This false christ is preached in expensive suits, under bright lights, with 
polished language and soft hands, and he always seems to show up with a promise that 
your best life is just one seed, one confession, one act of expectation, or one faith move 
away. But that christ is not the Jesus Christ of the Bible. The biblical Jesus was “despised 
and rejected of men” (Isaiah 53:3). The biblical Jesus had nowhere to lay His head. The 
biblical Jesus was hated without a cause. The biblical Jesus warned His followers that if the 
world hated Him, it would hate them also. The biblical Jesus called men to deny 
themselves, take up their cross, and follow Him. That is not the message the prosperity 
system wants preached because the prosperity system is built on flattering flesh, not 
crucifying it. 

The reason this counterfeit spreads so easily is because it speaks the language fallen man 
already loves. Fallen man wants blessing without brokenness. He wants increase without 
surrender. He wants gain without godliness. He wants a crown without a cross, a throne 
without tears, and abundance without holiness. The prosperity christ fits that appetite 
perfectly. He tells men that God’s chief concern is making them comfortable, admired, 
healthy, successful, and visibly favored. He dresses up covetousness in church clothes 
and calls it faith. He takes texts about God’s goodness and twists them into formulas for 
self-advancement. He turns prayer into a transaction, giving into an investment strategy, 



and Jesus into the ultimate life-upgrade. But the Christ of Scripture did not come to make 
sinners comfortable in their flesh. He came to save them from their sins. He did not come 
to help men worship better idols. He came to tear those idols down. 

The great scandal of the biblical Jesus is not just that He died. It is that He calls His 
disciples into fellowship with Him in suffering, reproach, endurance, and self-denial. That 
offends a generation trained to think blessing must always look like applause, comfort, and 
visible gain. But the New Testament does not teach that. It teaches, “Yea, and all that will 
live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution” (2 Timothy 3:12). It teaches that through 
much tribulation we enter the kingdom of God. It teaches that if we suffer with Him, we 
shall also reign with Him. It teaches that God’s strength is made perfect in weakness. So 
this essay must expose the lie plainly. The prosperity christ enriches the flesh while starving 
the soul. The biblical Christ may lead a man through tears, loss, reproach, and hardship, 
but He gives eternal riches that moth and rust cannot corrupt. One sells comfort as the 
proof of favor. The other gives Himself as the treasure above all treasures. 

1. The Biblical Jesus Did Not Live Like the Prosperity Preachers 

One of the easiest ways to expose the prosperity christ is to compare him with the actual 
life of Jesus Christ. The Son of God did not move through this world like a celebrity mogul 
building a luxury empire. He was born in humiliation. He was laid in a manger. He lived 
under the shadow of rejection. He labored in obscurity. He was misunderstood by His own 
brethren, opposed by religious leaders, slandered by His enemies, and hounded from city 
to city. He said plainly, “The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the 
Son of man hath not where to lay his head” (Matthew 8:20). That one verse alone ought to 
embarrass every prosperity salesman on a stage telling people Jesus came to model visible 
luxury and material ease. 

But the prosperity system cannot survive a straightforward reading of Christ’s earthly life. 
Their whole machine depends on selective blindness. They need a Jesus who can be 
turned into a symbol of upward mobility, not the Man of sorrows acquainted with grief. They 
need a Christ who can be made to endorse designer lifestyles, not the One who humbled 
Himself and made Himself of no reputation. They need a Savior whose life can be twisted 
into a promise of financial flourishing, not the One who was sustained by the Father while 
walking a road of rejection. The real Christ did not gather disciples by promising them a 
premium lifestyle package. He gathered them by calling them to leave all and follow Him. 

And think of the absurdity of using Jesus Christ to justify greed. The One who fed multitudes 
did not do it to build a personal brand. The One who owned the cattle on a thousand hills 
did not come flaunting earthly wealth. The One who could have summoned twelve legions 



of angels submitted Himself to suffering and shame. If a man reads the Gospels and 
comes away thinking Jesus is a pathway to self-exalting abundance, that man is not 
reading Scripture with honest eyes. He is forcing another jesus onto the page. The biblical 
Jesus stands as a rebuke to every health-and-wealth fantasy the flesh loves to hear. 

2. The Prosperity Christ Flatters Covetousness and Calls It Faith 

One of the vilest aspects of the prosperity gospel is that it takes one of the ugliest sins in 
the human heart, covetousness, and paints it gold. It tells people they are believing God 
when often they are merely wanting more stuff with a religious excuse attached to it. It tells 
them their appetite for bigger, newer, richer, and more comfortable things is not worldliness 
but expectation. It tells them their demand for visible increase is not greed but faith. That is 
spiritual fraud. The Bible says, “Take heed, and beware of covetousness” (Luke 12:15). The 
prosperity message says, “Lean into it, call it a promise, and expect God to enlarge it.” 

The Lord Jesus Christ warned about laying up treasure on earth. He warned about the 
deceitfulness of riches. He said a man cannot serve God and mammon. He told one rich 
man to sell what he had, and that young man walked away sorrowful because his 
possessions had him more than he had them. Christ did not soothe that man. He exposed 
him. He did not tell him, “You are on the verge of your financial breakthrough.” He put His 
finger right on the idol. That is what the real Christ does. The prosperity christ does the 
opposite. He helps men keep their idols while baptizing them in religious language. 

This is why the prosperity movement is so spiritually dangerous. It does not merely misread 
a few verses. It changes the moral atmosphere around wealth and desire. It removes the 
fear of greed. It turns caution into unbelief. It makes contentment seem like a lack of vision. 
It makes self-denial sound negative and old-fashioned. It teaches people to measure God’s 
favor by visible increase and then trains them to chase what the flesh already wants. That is 
not faith. Faith looks to God as God. Covetousness looks to God as a supplier for the flesh. 
The prosperity christ feeds the latter while pretending it is the former. 

3. The Cross Is Not a Symbol of Comfort but of Death 

The Lord Jesus Christ said, “If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross, and follow me” (Matthew 16:24). That is one of the most devastating verses 
against the prosperity message in the entire Bible. A cross was not a decorative object in 
the first century. It was an instrument of death. It was shameful. It was painful. It was final. 
Christ did not call men to accessorize their lives with religious flavor. He called them to die. 
He called them to self-denial. He called them to a path where the flesh would not be 
pampered but put in its place. That is Christianity. Everything else is cosmetics. 



The prosperity christ cannot handle that verse honestly because he is built on the exact 
opposite spirit. He invites men to fulfill themselves, not deny themselves. He tells them to 
claim, not crucify. He teaches them to speak abundance over the flesh, not nail the flesh to 
the cross with the affections and lusts. He does not prepare people for reproach, loss, 
endurance, and discipline. He trains them to expect exemption. He leaves them spiritually 
soft, morally shallow, and doctrinally weak because he has sold them a version of 
Christianity where the main point is personal enhancement rather than conformity to 
Christ through suffering and obedience. 

The cross stands forever as a contradiction to the prosperity lie. It reminds us that God’s 
greatest triumph did not look like worldly success. It looked like defeat to the natural eye. 
The Son of God hanging bloodied, mocked, rejected, and pierced did not look prosperous 
to the world. Yet there, in apparent weakness, God was accomplishing the mightiest work 
in history. That is the wisdom of God. That is the power of God. And it means a Christian 
must stop judging all blessing by visible comfort. God may be doing His deepest work in a 
man precisely when the world thinks that man is losing. 

4. Christ Became Poor to Make Us Rich in the Right Way 

The prosperity preachers love to misuse “though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became 
poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich” (2 Corinthians 8:9). They seize that verse as 
though Paul were promising luxury and material increase to every Christian. But that is not 
what the passage teaches, and any honest reading of the context proves it. Paul is not 
coaching people on how to become wealthy. He is speaking about grace, generosity, and 
the self-giving pattern of Christ. The riches in view are not merely earthly dollars and status 
symbols. They are the spiritual riches found in redemption, grace, inheritance, and union 
with Jesus Christ. 

The real Christ enriches His people, yes, but not primarily in the carnal language the 
prosperity system uses. He enriches them with forgiveness. He enriches them with 
reconciliation. He enriches them with peace with God. He enriches them with adoption, 
eternal life, the indwelling Spirit, a heavenly inheritance, access to the Father, and 
treasures in heaven. He enriches them with Himself. That is the great difference. The 
prosperity christ says Jesus gives you things so that you can feel successful. The biblical 
Christ gives you Himself, and in Him are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 
One leaves the heart still hungry. The other satisfies the soul forever. 

And it is worth saying plainly that some of the richest people in the New Testament, in the 
true sense, were poor by earthly standards. The churches of Macedonia gave out of deep 
poverty. The apostles often suffered lack. Paul knew how to abound and how to be abased. 



He learned contentment in whatsoever state he was. That is a richer man than the one with 
a full bank account and a starving spirit. The prosperity message cannot produce that kind 
of contentment because it constantly agitates the heart for more. The real Christ can, 
because He teaches His people that godliness with contentment is great gain. 

5. Suffering with Christ Is Part of Following Christ 

The New Testament does not present suffering as an embarrassing exception to be 
explained away. It presents suffering as part of the normal Christian path in a fallen world. 
“For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer 
for his sake” (Philippians 1:29). That verse does not fit on the glossy brochure of prosperity 
religion, but it fits perfectly in the New Testament. Believing and suffering are joined there. 
The believer is not promised a pain-free road. He is promised Christ on the road. That is a 
very different thing. 

The apostles understood this. They rejoiced that they were counted worthy to suffer shame 
for His name. Paul spoke of the fellowship of Christ’s sufferings. Peter wrote to believers 
undergoing fiery trial and told them not to think it strange. The saints of God through the 
ages have often walked through prisons, sickness, poverty, reproach, betrayal, 
misunderstanding, and persecution while remaining deeply and gloriously in the will of 
God. The prosperity christ has no category for that except to insinuate that somebody 
lacked faith, failed to claim a promise, or missed a secret principle. That is cruelty 
masquerading as spirituality. 

The truth is far better than the lie, even though it is harder on the flesh. The truth is that 
Christ is enough in suffering. Christ is enough in weakness. Christ is enough in loss. Christ 
is enough in unanswered questions. Christ is enough in tears. The prosperity message 
says, “You need the pain removed before you can testify.” The biblical Christ says, “My 
grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness” (2 Corinthians 
12:9). That is real power. That is real Christianity. It does not always remove the thorn, but it 
gives a deeper victory than the flesh knows how to ask for. 

6. Outward Success Is Not the Same as God’s Favor 

One of the most destructive lies prosperity teaching plants in people’s minds is that 
outward success is the sure proof of God’s approval. That is not biblical. If it were, then 
plenty of wicked men would qualify as especially blessed, while prophets, apostles, 
martyrs, and suffering saints would have to be considered suspect. The devil himself 
offered Christ all the kingdoms of the world and the glory of them. Outward glory can be a 
temptation, a test, or a trap. It is not automatically the smile of God. Men look on the 
outward appearance. God looketh on the heart. 



The biblical record is full of godly people whose circumstances would never pass the 
prosperity preacher’s test. Job sat in ashes. Jeremiah wept. Paul was beaten, stoned, 
imprisoned, shipwrecked, and often hungry. The Lord Jesus was crucified. Were these 
people outside God’s favor? Of course not. In many cases they were walking in the center 
of His will while suffering in ways the flesh cannot understand. That alone should make 
every honest reader reject the simplistic formula that blessing always looks like health, 
wealth, applause, and visible ease. 

The prosperity christ loves optics. He loves the appearance of victory. He loves stage-
managed testimonies, dramatic turnarounds, and public displays of increase. But the 
biblical Christ is not shallow like that. He can be glorifying God in a hospital room, in a 
prison cell, at a graveside, on a mission field, in a season of weakness, or in a saint quietly 
enduring by faith. He is not dependent on flashy outcomes to prove His worth. Sometimes 
His greatest glory shines through a believer who does not get what the flesh wanted, yet 
remains steadfast, joyful, and faithful anyway. 

7. The Real Christ Gives Eternal Treasure, Not Temporary Glitter 

At bottom, the prosperity christ is still selling glitter. He offers things that rust, break, 
depreciate, get stolen, lose their shine, or disappear with death. He may wrap them in 
religious language, but the substance is still earthly. He traffics in what can be counted, 
displayed, envied, and posted. The real Christ points His people higher. He says, “Lay not 
up for yourselves treasures upon earth... But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven” 
(Matthew 6:19-20). That is not because earthly needs do not matter. It is because eternal 
treasure matters infinitely more. 

The real Christ may give some of His people much and some little in temporal terms, but 
He never defines the Christian life by the size of the pile. He defines it by faithfulness, 
holiness, obedience, love, truth, endurance, and fruit that abides. He teaches men to seek 
first the kingdom of God and His righteousness. He teaches them that a man’s life 
consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth. He teaches them that 
where their treasure is, there will their heart be also. The prosperity message tries to 
relocate the Christian heart back onto the earth while talking about God all the while. 

But the biblical Christ lifts the heart upward. He makes heaven more precious, holiness 
more desirable, eternity more real, and His own presence more satisfying than anything 
this world can offer. That is wealth. That is treasure. That is gain. A man can die with little in 
the bank and be immeasurably rich in Christ. Another can die on silk sheets with full 
accounts and go into eternity bankrupt. The prosperity christ cannot understand that 



because he is obsessed with visible gain. The true Christ teaches us to value the invisible, 
the eternal, and the incorruptible. 

Conclusion 

So the choice must be made plainly. The biblical Jesus is the suffering Savior. He is the Man 
of sorrows, the despised and rejected One, the humble Christ who had nowhere to lay His 
head, who walked the road of obedience unto death, and who called His disciples to deny 
themselves and take up their cross. The prosperity christ is a counterfeit built for the flesh. 
He exists to enrich greed, flatter covetousness, and make temporal success sound like the 
main point of divine favor. One leads to Calvary and glory after. The other leads to carnal 
illusion and emptiness. 

The real Christ does bless His people, but not according to the shallow formulas of 
prosperity religion. He blesses them with Himself. He blesses them with grace, forgiveness, 
peace, adoption, eternal life, and the hope of glory. He blesses them with a strength the 
world cannot understand and a joy that can survive loss. He blesses them with treasure 
that does not perish. He may lead them through suffering, but He will never leave them 
there alone. He may not always give the flesh what it wants, but He always gives the soul 
what it needs. That is infinitely better than religious greed dressed up as faith. 

So let it be said clearly in this series: the christ who promises comfort at the expense of the 
cross is not the Christ of Scripture. The jesus who makes covetousness sound spiritual is 
another jesus. The savior who exists mainly to improve your lifestyle is not the Lamb of 
God. The true Lord Jesus Christ is worth more than health, wealth, applause, and earthly 
success combined. He is the treasure. He is the reward. He is the inheritance. And if 
following Him means suffering now and glory later, then that road is still better by far than 
all the glittering lies the prosperity christ has to offer. 

 

 

6 of 20: The Biblical Jesus vs. The World’s False Christ - The Holy One vs. the 
Therapeutic Jesus 

Introduction 

One of the most popular counterfeits in this generation is the therapeutic jesus, the soft, 
endlessly affirming, psychology-soaked imitation christ whose main purpose is to help 
people feel better about themselves without ever bringing them under the weight of their 
sin before a holy God. He is preached in modern pulpits, whispered through counseling 
language, packaged in emotionally polished devotionals, and sung about in songs that 



make Jesus sound like a spiritual life coach whose highest goal is to calm your nerves, 
validate your inner world, and help you embrace yourself. Now the biblical Jesus Christ 
does comfort the brokenhearted. He does bind up wounds. He does call the weary and 
heavy laden to come unto Him for rest. But He never does any of that by flattering rebellion, 
dressing up sin in softer terms, or letting a man keep his old life untouched. The Christ of 
Scripture heals by truth. He heals by light. He heals by conviction. He heals by blood. He 
heals by new birth. The false therapeutic jesus heals by affirmation, and that is no healing 
at all. 

The reason this counterfeit spreads so easily is because it fits the emotional climate of the 
age. This is a generation obsessed with self-image, feelings, wounds, validation, identity 
language, emotional safety, and inner soothing. The modern world has learned to 
reinterpret nearly every moral and spiritual category through the lens of therapy. Sin 
becomes dysfunction. Conviction becomes shame. repentance becomes negativity. 
holiness becomes repression. correction becomes harm. warning becomes toxicity. And 
once that atmosphere settles over church life, men begin wanting a jesus who will 
cooperate with it. They do not want the Son of God who says, “Ye must be born again” (John 
3:7). They want a gentle religious mirror that reflects their preferred image back to them 
and helps them feel comforted while they remain fundamentally unchanged. That christ is 
not the Christ of the Bible. He is another Jesus. 

The biblical Jesus Christ is the Holy One of God. Devils called Him that, though many 
religious men would not. He is not a therapist on a couch helping sinners become more 
comfortable in their self-understanding. He is the Light of the world exposing darkness. He 
is the Truth confronting lies. He is the Great Physician, yes, but physicians do not heal by 
pretending disease is health. They diagnose, cut, remove, and apply the proper remedy. 
Christ wounds in order to heal. He exposes in order to cleanse. He convicts in order to 
save. He tears down false peace so that He may establish real peace through His blood. 
That is why multitudes prefer the therapeutic jesus. He never wounds pride. He never 
shakes false assurance. He never disturbs idols. He never drives a sinner to cry out for 
mercy. But the real Christ will do all of that, because He loves men too much to leave them 
unreconciled to God while feeling emotionally affirmed. 

1. The Therapeutic Jesus Exists to Soothe, Not to Save 

The therapeutic jesus is built around emotional comfort as the highest good. In that 
system, the central question is not, “How can a guilty sinner be made right with a holy 
God?” but, “How can a hurting person feel more whole, seen, heard, and settled within 
themselves?” Now that may sound compassionate on the surface, but it is a disastrous 
shift. It moves the center of gravity away from God and toward self. It replaces justification 



with self-acceptance, repentance with emotional processing, holiness with inner balance, 
and salvation with a sense of being okay. The problem is not that emotional pain is unreal. 
The problem is that the therapeutic jesus treats emotional relief as the main thing, while 
the biblical Jesus treats reconciliation with God as the main thing. 

The real Christ did not come merely to help men manage distress. He came to save His 
people from their sins. He did not come to make the old man more comfortable. He came 
to crucify him. He did not come simply to improve a person’s inner emotional weather. He 
came to raise the dead. When the Son of God meets a sinner in Scripture, He is not 
primarily asking how to enhance self-regard. He is pressing toward the heart of the matter: 
sin, unbelief, bondage, hypocrisy, guilt, and the need for new life. The therapeutic jesus 
leaves all that largely untouched as long as the person feels heard and affirmed. That is not 
salvation. That is sedation. 

And that is why this counterfeit is so deadly. It makes people think they are receiving help 
from Christ when often they are simply being talked into a softer relationship with 
themselves. A man can become more emotionally articulate and still be lost. A woman can 
feel more validated and still be dead in trespasses and sins. A person can cry in a church 
service, feel understood, journal their wounds, and still never once come under biblical 
conviction. The real Christ does not merely help sinners narrate their pain. He saves them 
from wrath, cleanses them from sin, and makes them new creatures. Anything less than 
that is another jesus. 

2. The Holy One of God Never Flatters Sin 

One thing that stands out in the earthly ministry of Jesus Christ is that He never used 
compassion as a cover for moral dishonesty. He was full of grace and truth, not grace 
without truth. He did not soothe people by lying to them about their condition. He did not 
make peace with sin in order to make sinners feel safe. When He dealt with the Samaritan 
woman in John 4, He did not flatter her wounds while avoiding the moral wreckage of her 
life. He brought it into the light. “Thou hast had five husbands; and he whom thou now hast 
is not thy husband” (John 4:18). That is not therapeutic flattery. That is surgical truth. And it 
was precisely that truth which opened the door to real awakening. 

The same pattern appears everywhere. He told the impotent man, “Sin no more, lest a 
worse thing come unto thee” (John 5:14). He told the woman taken in adultery, “go, and sin 
no more” (John 8:11). He called Pharisees hypocrites. He said men loved darkness rather 
than light because their deeds were evil. He called Peter Satan in one moment because 
Peter was savoring the things that be of men and not the things that be of God. The Son of 
God was not interested in preserving emotional comfort at the expense of spiritual truth. 



He loved enough to expose. He loved enough to rebuke. He loved enough to name the 
disease. 

That is one of the clearest dividing lines between the biblical Christ and the therapeutic 
jesus. The therapeutic jesus is terrified of naming sin plainly because he has been built 
around emotional safety. He must not offend self-perception. He must not disturb a 
person’s preferred narrative. He must not create tension by applying moral categories too 
sharply. But the Holy One of God cannot operate that way. He is too pure to call evil good. 
He is too loving to leave a man deceived. He is too truthful to flatter what must be crucified. 
A jesus who never calls sin what it is may feel gentle, but he is cruel in the deepest sense 
because he leaves men dying under a painted smile. 

3. Christ Comforts the Brokenhearted, but Only in Truth 

Now let me be clear, because this age loves false oppositions. To reject the therapeutic 
jesus is not to deny that the real Christ comforts the hurting. He absolutely does. The Lord 
is near unto them that are of a broken heart. He carries the lambs in His bosom. He is 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities. He welcomes the weary. He says, “Come unto 
me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). That is 
glorious truth. But He gives rest on His terms, not ours. He gives comfort in truth, not in 
illusion. He gives healing through repentance and cleansing, not through self-flattering 
spiritual anesthesia. 

That matters because brokenhearted people are often vulnerable to counterfeits. Pain can 
make a person desperate for relief, and desperation can make a lie feel like mercy. That is 
why the therapeutic jesus is so attractive. He offers immediate emotional ease without the 
offense of being confronted by a holy God. He says, in effect, “You do not need to die. You 
only need to be reassured.” But the biblical Jesus says something deeper and far better. He 
says, “You must die to live. You must lose your life to find it. You must come as a sinner, not 
a self-defining project. You must be washed, not merely comforted.” His comfort is real 
because it is built on reality. 

And that is why His comfort lasts while the counterfeit’s comfort evaporates. The 
therapeutic jesus may calm a mood for a while, but he cannot remove guilt. He may soften 
emotional pain temporarily, but he cannot reconcile a soul to God. He may help a person 
feel understood, but he cannot justify the ungodly. The real Christ can do all of that. He 
comforts because He atones. He gives peace because He makes peace by the blood of His 
cross. He binds up wounds because He first deals with the sin beneath them and the wrath 
above them. A christ who comforts without cleansing is not merciful. He is a counterfeit. 

4. The New Birth Cannot Be Replaced with Self-Improvement 



The therapeutic mindset loves gradual self-improvement language because it keeps man at 
the center of his own story. He is still the project, still the interpreter, still the manager, still 
the one being refined into a better version of himself. The biblical Jesus Christ cuts right 
across that by saying, “Ye must be born again” (John 3:7). That is not self-improvement. 
That is divine intervention. That is not repairing the old man. That is receiving a new nature 
from above. That is not polishing fallen Adam. That is being made alive by the Spirit of God. 

Nicodemus came to Jesus with respect, education, status, and religious standing, and 
Jesus did not direct him to a therapeutic path of personal integration. He went straight to 
regeneration. Why? Because Nicodemus did not need a better emotional framework. He 
needed life. That is the need of every sinner. Men may have trauma, pain, confusion, regret, 
and emotional damage, yes. But beneath and beyond all of that is the great issue: they are 
dead in trespasses and sins apart from Christ. The therapeutic jesus can keep a man 
talking endlessly about the symptoms while never bringing him to the new birth. The real 
Christ says the whole tree must be made new. 

This is one reason modern religion often produces people who sound psychologically 
literate but spiritually empty. They can discuss wounds, boundaries, inner narratives, and 
emotional rhythms, but they have never passed from death unto life. They have learned the 
language of processing without the power of regeneration. They have learned how to 
narrate the self instead of deny the self. The true Christ does not merely help the old man 
cope. He gives a new man. The false christ is content with management. The biblical Christ 
brings resurrection. 

5. The Holy One Wounds Before He Heals 

A great deal of false religion is built on helping men avoid the wounds necessary for 
healing. But Scripture is full of the principle that God wounds before He heals. He breaks 
before He binds up. He kills before He makes alive. “Faithful are the wounds of a friend” 
(Proverbs 27:6). The Lord Jesus Christ is that Friend. He wounds pride. He wounds false 
peace. He wounds self-righteousness. He wounds the sinner’s confidence in himself. He 
wounds religious vanity. He wounds deceptive assurance. Why? Because as long as those 
things remain untouched, the man cannot be healed. You do not save a life by preserving a 
delusion. 

Look at the rich young ruler. Jesus did not say, “You seem weighed down by pressure, and I 
want to affirm your spiritual journey.” He put His finger on the one thing that held the man. 
“One thing thou lackest” (Mark 10:21). Then He exposed the idol. The man went away 
sorrowful, and modern therapeutic religion would probably say Jesus mishandled him. But 
the Lord was not there to preserve the man’s emotional equilibrium. He was there to tell 



the truth. That sorrow could have been the doorway to real repentance if the man had 
yielded. The wound was mercy, even if the man resisted it. 

The therapeutic jesus cannot do that because he has been constructed around the idea 
that emotional discomfort is automatically harm. But the Bible does not teach that. Godly 
sorrow worketh repentance. Conviction hurts. Light hurts the eyes of those who have been 
in darkness. The cross hurts. The breaking of pride hurts. The shattering of illusions hurts. 
But blessed be God, those wounds are part of healing when they come from the hand of 
the Holy One. Better to be wounded into truth than soothed into damnation. The real Christ 
knows the difference. 

6. Psychology-Heavy Religion Often Replaces Holiness with Wellness 

Now psychology has its place in observing certain patterns of human behavior, but once it 
starts ruling the pulpit, you are in trouble. When church life begins to revolve around 
emotional wellness rather than holiness, the center has shifted. When the major concern 
becomes whether people feel okay about themselves rather than whether they are walking 
in truth, the atmosphere has changed. When categories like sin, holiness, repentance, 
obedience, chastening, mortification, and sanctification are replaced by categories of 
healing, balance, regulation, and self-care as the controlling framework, another jesus has 
slipped in wearing soft shoes. 

The biblical Jesus did not call men primarily to wellness. He called them to holiness. “Be ye 
therefore perfect” (Matthew 5:48). “Sin no more.” “Follow me.” “Take up thy cross.” “If ye 
love me, keep my commandments” (John 14:15). The New Testament is not obsessed with 
helping people preserve comfort. It is obsessed with conforming them to Christ. That 
involves peace, yes, but not peace on the flesh’s terms. It involves joy, yes, but joy in the 
Holy Ghost, not merely improved mood. It involves healing, yes, but healing that comes 
through truth, repentance, discipline, and transformation. The therapeutic system often 
bypasses all that and settles for emotional stabilization as though that were the pinnacle. 

That is why so many churches today produce people who can talk endlessly about healing 
journeys but very little about the fear of God. They can discuss emotional regulation but not 
mortifying the deeds of the body. They can discuss their inner child but not dying daily. They 
can discuss boundaries but not taking up the cross. They can discuss triggers but not idols. 
The real Christ does not deny human pain, but He refuses to let pain become the new lord 
of the soul. He insists that holiness is still the standard, truth is still truth, and obedience is 
still better than emotional indulgence dressed in religious vocabulary. 

7. The Real Jesus Reconciles Men to God, Not Merely to Themselves 



At the bottom of this whole issue is a simple but decisive question: what is the main 
problem Christ came to solve? The therapeutic jesus says the main problem is alienation 
from self, emotional fragmentation, internal distress, and self-rejection. The biblical Jesus 
says the main problem is alienation from God because of sin. That is the issue. “Your 
iniquities have separated between you and your God” (Isaiah 59:2). Until that is faced, 
everything else remains out of order. A man may feel more settled internally and still be 
under wrath. He may be more comfortable in his own skin and still be lost. He may like 
himself more and still not know God. 

The true Christ came “to bring us to God” (1 Peter 3:18). That is the center. He reconciles 
sinners to God through His death. He does not simply help them come to terms with 
themselves. He does not simply improve their emotional vocabulary. He does not merely 
make them feel more integrated. He justifies, sanctifies, and reconciles. He restores the 
God-man relationship first, and from that restored relationship the rest of life begins to 
come into order. The therapeutic jesus often skips that and starts with self. The biblical 
Jesus starts with God. That is why one saves and the other merely soothes. 

And once a sinner is reconciled to God through Christ, he can begin to understand himself 
rightly. He can see his pain without worshiping it. He can confess his sin without being 
crushed by condemnation. He can face wounds honestly without making them his identity. 
He can receive comfort without demanding flattery. He can be transformed because he is 
no longer trying to save himself by self-understanding. That is the glory of the real Christ. 
He does not leave men trapped in self-focus. He brings them Godward. And in that 
Godward life, there is real peace, real cleansing, real healing, and real transformation. 

Conclusion 

So the line must be drawn without apology. The biblical Jesus is the Holy One of God, not a 
divine therapist constructed to keep sinners emotionally soothed while leaving the deepest 
issues untouched. He comforts the brokenhearted, yes, but never by flattering sin. He 
heals, but never by bypassing repentance. He gives rest, but never by making peace with 
rebellion. He speaks tenderly, but He also speaks piercingly. He wounds before He heals. 
He convicts before He cleanses. He exposes before He restores. And that is exactly why the 
therapeutic jesus is so popular and the real Christ is so often resisted. 

This generation wants affirmation more than absolution, reassurance more than 
reconciliation, emotional soothing more than spiritual cleansing. That is why it keeps 
inventing christs that make men feel better without making them new. But the Son of God 
did not come merely to improve self-image. He came to save sinners, reconcile them to 
God, and transform them by truth and grace. Any jesus who leaves a man centered in 



himself, even if that self is now more emotionally comforted, has failed to do the work the 
real Christ came to do. The issue is not whether you feel seen. The issue is whether you 
have been washed. 

So let this stand as the warning in this essay: the christ who only comforts but never 
convicts is another jesus. The christ who affirms without regenerating is another jesus. The 
christ who never names sin, never troubles false peace, and never commands the new 
birth is another jesus. But the true Lord Jesus Christ is better than the counterfeit by an 
infinite measure. He does not merely make sinners feel better for a while. He brings them to 
God forever. He does not merely soothe the conscience. He cleanses it. He does not 
merely calm the soul. He saves it. And only that Christ is worthy of worship. 

 

 

7 of 20: The Biblical Jesus vs. The World’s False Christ - The Word Made Flesh vs. the 
Mystical Jesus 

Introduction 

One of the most dangerous christs in this generation is not the openly blasphemous christ, 
the obviously pagan christ, or the plainly heretical christ. One of the most dangerous is the 
mystical jesus, the vague, floating, undefined spiritual figure who seems deep, seems 
warm, seems supernatural, seems elevated, and seems full of mystery, but cannot be 
nailed down by the written word of God. He is the christ people claim to meet in 
impressions, symbols, atmospheres, dreams detached from doctrine, emotional surges, 
inner voices, tingles, artistic abstractions, and private revelations that somehow never 
have to answer to the plain words of Scripture. He is endlessly flexible, endlessly 
adaptable, endlessly spiritual in appearance, and yet strangely disconnected from the 
sharp, exact, authoritative truth God has already spoken. That christ is not the biblical 
Jesus. He is another jesus. 

The biblical Jesus Christ is not a vapor. He is not a mystical cloud men can shape into 
whatever they need Him to be. He is not a projection screen for spiritual imagination. He is 
“the Word made flesh” (John 1:14). That statement alone should settle the whole matter. 
The Lord Jesus Christ is inseparably joined to divine revelation. He is not less than the 
written word, floating above it in some higher mist where experience outranks doctrine. He 
is the living embodiment of what God has spoken. He fulfills the Scriptures, honors the 
Scriptures, quotes the Scriptures, submits to the Father’s revealed will in the Scriptures, 
and never once contradicts the word He inspired. The Jesus Christ of the Bible is not known 



rightly through imagination. He is known through revelation. He is not discovered by 
spiritual improvisation. He is received as God presents Him. 

That is exactly why the mystical jesus is so attractive to fallen man. A revealed Christ is 
fixed. A revealed Christ has boundaries. A revealed Christ says yes to some things and no 
to others. A revealed Christ can rebuke, correct, expose, and overthrow the fantasies men 
build around Him. But a mystical jesus is wonderfully useful to the flesh. He can bless 
whatever experience you want validated. He can affirm whatever atmosphere makes you 
feel spiritual. He can inhabit whatever symbol, vision, impression, or emotional moment 
gives you a sense of divine contact. He does not have to be doctrinally precise because his 
whole power lies in vagueness. He feels higher than doctrine to unstable people, but in 
reality he is lower than truth. The true Christ does not ask to be reinvented by your feelings. 
He commands to be received as Scripture presents Him. 

1. “The Word Was Made Flesh” Ties Christ to Revelation Forever 

When John wrote, “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us” (John 1:14), he was 
not giving us a poetic line for Christmas cards. He was laying down one of the great pillars 
of Christian doctrine. Jesus Christ is the Word made flesh. That means the Son of God did 
not come floating into history as an undefined spiritual force. He came as the revealed 
expression of God. The same chapter says, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1). Christ is bound up with divine self-
disclosure. He is the speech of God in Person. He is revelation embodied. He is not 
detached from truth. He is truth walking. 

That means the moment a man starts talking about Jesus in a way that drifts away from the 
written revelation of God, he is already moving into dangerous ground. You cannot sever 
Christ from Scripture without inventing another jesus. He Himself said, “Search the 
scriptures... they are they which testify of me” (John 5:39). He did not say, “Search your 
inner impressions and they are they which testify of me.” He did not say, “Wait for 
atmosphere, symbolism, and mystical resonance.” He pointed men to the Scriptures 
because the Scriptures testify of Him. He is not discovered by bypassing doctrine. He is 
known in harmony with doctrine. 

And this is where the mystical system exposes itself. It acts as though spiritual depth 
begins where precise biblical language ends. It suggests that people who insist on 
Scripture are somehow stuck in the lower level, while those who move into impressions 
and mystery are touching something more elevated. That is a lie from hell. There is nothing 
spiritually superior about wandering off the road God marked. The highest view of Christ is 
not the vaguest. It is the truest. The more tightly Jesus Christ is tied to the word of God, the 



safer and clearer your knowledge of Him becomes. The looser He becomes in a man’s 
speech, the more likely that man is already speaking of another jesus. 

2. The Mystical Jesus Thrives in Vagueness Because Vagueness Protects Error 

The mystical jesus is hard to fight at first because he hides in fog. He does not come with 
neat doctrinal statements that can be checked and exposed quickly. He comes wrapped in 
softness, beauty, atmosphere, and phrases like “I just sense Jesus,” “I feel His presence,” “I 
had an encounter,” “this symbol speaks Christ to me,” or “God told me.” He thrives where 
things are left undefined. And the reason is simple. Vagueness protects error. The less 
precise a man is about Christ, the easier it is for him to smuggle in falsehood without being 
challenged. Precision exposes. Vagueness conceals. 

The biblical Jesus does not need fog to seem profound. He is profound in plain daylight. He 
is deep in revealed truth. He is glorious in doctrine. He is not diminished by exact language. 
He is honored by it. Men think mystery means looseness, but in Scripture the great 
mysteries God reveals do not invite confusion. They invite worship rooted in revelation. The 
incarnation is a mystery, yes, but it is revealed truth. The Godhead is a mystery in its 
fullness, yes, but the Bible still says what it says. Christ in you, the hope of glory, is a 
mystery revealed to saints, not a blank check for imagination. The devil loves to twist that 
appetite for mystery into a disdain for doctrinal clarity. 

That is why mystical religion almost always resists testing. It wants its christ to stay 
undefined because once you define him biblically, he becomes inconvenient to the 
experience-driven system. If you ask, “Does this impression line up with Scripture?” or 
“Would the Jesus of the New Testament speak or act this way?” suddenly the atmosphere 
gets tense. Why? Because the mystical jesus is a creature of suggestion, not revelation. He 
can survive candles, music, mood, stained-glass symbolism, abstract talk, and 
spiritualized poetry. He cannot survive hard biblical examination for long. The true Christ 
welcomes that examination because He is exactly who Scripture says He is. 

3. The Real Christ Never Contradicts the Word He Inspired 

One of the simplest and strongest rules a believer can live by is this: Jesus Christ will never 
contradict the written word of God. Never. The Spirit of God will never lead a man against 
the Book He authored. The Christ who inspired the Scriptures will not turn around and tell 
somebody something that nullifies, softens, reverses, or outruns those Scriptures. But that 
happens all the time in mystical circles. People claim Jesus “told” them things that 
undermine doctrine, excuse sin, ignore biblical order, elevate feeling over truth, erase 
boundaries, or justify false unity. Then when questioned, they retreat into the language of 
encounter. That is not spirituality. That is rebellion wearing perfume. 



Think of the Lord’s earthly ministry. In temptation, He answered the devil with, “It is 
written.” In controversy, He said, “Have ye not read?” On resurrection ground, He opened 
the Scriptures. He said the Scripture cannot be broken. On the road to Emmaus, He 
expounded unto them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself. If ever there was 
a Person who had the right to say, “Do not bother with the text; just trust the atmosphere 
around me,” it would have been the Son of God. Instead, He kept driving men back to the 
written revelation. That should tell every believer how the true Christ operates. 

The mystical jesus works the other direction. He drifts above the Book. He is treated as 
though his current “voice” is more fluid than what is written. He becomes a divine excuse 
for instability. A person says, “Jesus led me this way,” and the way clearly violates Scripture, 
but because the claim is mystical and subjective, many are afraid to challenge it. That is 
how deception spreads. The Christ of Scripture does not need subjective lawlessness to 
reveal Himself. He stands in perfect harmony with every word He inspired. Any jesus that 
functions outside that harmony is counterfeit, no matter how intense the experience 
attached to him may have felt. 

4. Men Prefer a Mystical Jesus Because He Can Be Reshaped 

The flesh does not like a fixed Christ. It likes a flexible one. It likes a jesus who can be 
molded to suit the experience of the moment. If a man wants ecumenical softness, the 
mystical jesus can give it. If he wants signs without doctrine, the mystical jesus can provide 
them. If he wants art, beauty, emotion, and transcendence divorced from holiness and 
truth, the mystical jesus fits perfectly. If he wants a christ who validates his inner intuitions 
without confronting his theology, the mystical jesus is always available. That is why so 
many people gravitate toward him. He is customizable. 

But the biblical Jesus Christ is not customizable. He is not there for men to paint in the 
colors of their preference. He is the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever. He stands as 
He is, not as the age wants Him to be. He says what He says. He means what He means. 
He does not change tone to flatter unstable hearts. He does not reinvent His identity to 
match cultural taste. He is the Lord. That is why a revealed Christ is so offensive to man’s 
pride. A revealed Christ tells man, “You must change.” A mystical christ tells man, “You may 
reinterpret.” 

This helps explain why mystical religion can house so many contradictions under one roof. 
One person’s jesus says one thing, another person’s jesus says another, and nobody seems 
bothered because the whole system has already abandoned the idea that Christ must be 
known in the precise terms of Scripture. The result is a thousand private christs walking 
around in people’s testimonies, conferences, visions, devotionals, and spiritual 



impressions. That is not rich spirituality. That is chaos. It is exactly what happens when 
men leave the solid ground of revelation and start building with mist. The real Christ does 
not fracture into personal inventions. He is one Lord, revealed one way, in one truth. 

5. Experience Without Doctrine Makes Men Easy Prey 

A religion driven mainly by experience is extremely vulnerable to deception. The reason is 
simple: experience by itself cannot interpret experience. A person can feel something real 
and still misunderstand it. A person can have an intense spiritual moment and still draw 
the wrong conclusion about it. A person can see a symbol, hear a voice, have a dream, feel 
a rush, tremble, cry, or sense presence, and still be deceived if those experiences are not 
judged by the word of God. The devil knows that. He knows how to traffic in sensation. He 
knows how to imitate light. He knows how to use atmosphere. He knows how to stir the 
soul while bypassing truth. 

That is why Scripture tells us to “try the spirits whether they are of God” (1 John 4:1). The 
fact that spirits must be tried means not every spiritual-seeming thing is safe. Not every 
encounter is holy. Not every tear is from heaven. Not every inward movement is the Lord. 
The mystical mindset hates that kind of testing because testing feels cold to people 
addicted to spiritual impression. But it is not cold. It is obedience. It is protection. It is 
wisdom. It is the difference between following the Shepherd and wandering after voices. 
The true Christ never calls men to drop discernment in order to feel more spiritual. 

In fact, one of the devil’s cleverest moves is to make doctrinal testing seem inferior to 
“living relationship.” People say things like, “I do not need doctrine; I just need Jesus.” But 
that is nonsense. Which Jesus? The biblical one or the invented one? The revealed one or 
the mystical one? The Lord of Scripture or the projection of your experience? Doctrine is 
not the enemy of relationship. Doctrine is what tells you who the Person is with whom you 
claim to have relationship. Remove doctrine, and relationship language becomes the 
perfect camouflage for spiritual fraud. The world is full of people claiming intimacy with a 
jesus they could never define biblically. 

6. The Biblical Jesus Is Known by Revelation, Not Imagination 

There is a profound difference between revelation and imagination. Revelation comes 
down from God. Imagination rises up from man. Revelation is authoritative. Imagination is 
suggestive. Revelation demands submission. Imagination invites creativity. Revelation 
says, “This is My beloved Son.” Imagination says, “This is how I like to think of Jesus.” One 
comes from heaven. The other comes from the heart, and the heart is deceitful above all 
things. That is why the biblical Jesus must be known by revelation. Left to themselves, men 
do not imagine Him rightly. They invent substitutes. 



When Peter confessed, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God,” Jesus said, “flesh 
and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven” (Matthew 
16:16-17). That is how Christ is known rightly: by revelation from God, not by the 
independent spirituality of fallen man. The apostles were not freelancing mystics. They 
were witnesses entrusted with revealed truth. The prophets were not curators of personal 
inner landscapes. They were men moved by the Holy Ghost. The whole Bible pushes us 
away from self-generated religion and toward divine disclosure. That should tell every 
Christian how to think about Christ. We do not create Him. We receive Him. 

The mystical jesus reverses that order. He is known by the inner world first and Scripture 
second, if at all. He arises in the imagination and then gets baptized with selective verses. 
He can be artistic, emotionally compelling, and psychologically satisfying because he is 
tailored to human appetite. But the real Christ shatters imagination. He does not arise from 
it. He comes to judge it. He does not fit inside man’s preferences. He commands man’s 
preferences to bow. That is why the Christ revealed in Scripture is always safer, sharper, 
and holier than the floating spiritual figure people build in their own minds. 

7. To Reject the Written Christ Is to Prepare for a Counterfeit 

One of the most frightening implications of all this is that when men grow comfortable with 
a vague, mystical, undefined jesus, they are preparing themselves for deeper deception 
later. Once you stop insisting that Christ be known exactly as Scripture reveals Him, you 
have already removed the guardrails. Then anything clothed in spiritual beauty, mystery, 
symbolic power, and supernatural sensation can start sounding christlike to you. That is 
how men get ready for false christs. They are trained to follow presence-language, wonder-
language, and encounter-language without doctrinal rigor. That is a recipe for disaster. 

The Lord Jesus Himself warned, “Take heed that no man deceive you” and spoke of false 
christs and false prophets showing great signs and wonders. Well, how do men get 
deceived by false christs? By losing their grip on the true one. By letting experience outrun 
revelation. By learning to equate spiritual intensity with divine approval. By admiring 
mystery more than truth. The mystical appetite is not harmless. It can become a staging 
ground for antichrist deception because it trains people to follow impressions and 
spectacle rather than the plain word of God. A vague christ always helps the devil. 

That is why this issue is urgent. It is not about crushing beauty, denying mystery, or mocking 
every inward stirring a believer may have. It is about lordship. It is about authority. It is 
about whether the Christ you claim to know can be tested, defined, and recognized by 
Scripture. If not, you are in the dark whether you feel spiritual or not. The biblical Jesus 
Christ is the Word made flesh. He is known through the word He inspired. He is worshiped 



in spirit and in truth, not in spirit detached from truth. And any so-called jesus who floats 
above that union is counterfeit. 

Conclusion 

So the distinction must be made as plainly as possible. The biblical Jesus is the Word made 
flesh. He is bound to revelation, bound to truth, bound to the Scriptures that testify of Him, 
and perfectly consistent with every word He inspired. He is not a mystical blur floating 
beyond doctrine. He is not an undefined spiritual figure available to validate every 
impression, symbol, feeling, and private encounter men wish to sanctify. He is known by 
revelation, not imagination. He is received as Scripture presents Him, not as unstable 
spirituality reinvents Him. 

The mystical jesus is attractive because he is vague. He is useful because he is flexible. He 
is popular because he can be draped over almost any experience and made to feel 
profound. But he cannot save, because he is not the Christ of God. He can stir the soul, 
perhaps. He can fascinate the mind, perhaps. He can decorate a religious life, perhaps. But 
he cannot stand under biblical examination and remain intact. The more clearly the written 
word speaks, the more the mystical counterfeit starts to evaporate. That is because light 
always does that to fog. 

So let this stand in this series as a firm warning and a clear comfort. If you want the real 
Jesus Christ, you do not need to drift into spiritual mist. You need the word of God. You 
need the Christ of John 1, not the christ of subjective reinvention. You need the One who 
says, “It is written,” not the one people claim to meet in ways that contradict what is 
written. The true Christ is not less glorious because He is doctrinally clear. He is more 
glorious. He is not diminished by revelation. He is exalted by it. And every mystical 
substitute this age admires will be exposed as another jesus the moment the light of 
Scripture falls on him. 

 

 

8 of 20: The Biblical Jesus vs. The World’s False Christ - The Only Way vs. the 
Ecumenical Christ 

Introduction 

One of the strongest proofs that this world does not want the biblical Jesus Christ is the 
way it keeps trying to broaden Him. The age hates narrowness when narrowness belongs to 
God. It hates boundaries when those boundaries are drawn by heaven. It hates exclusivity 
when that exclusivity centers on the Person of Jesus Christ. Fallen man wants a christ who 



is spiritual enough to sound holy, gentle enough to seem loving, broad enough to include 
everybody, and undefined enough to keep nobody offended for very long. That is the 
ecumenical christ. He is the smiling religious figure who hovers above doctrine, blesses 
every path, softens every line, and assures men that sincerity matters more than truth. He 
is not the Lord Jesus Christ of Scripture. He is another jesus built for a world that wants 
unity without repentance and peace without truth. 

The biblical Jesus Christ did not speak like that. He said, “I am the way, the truth, and the 
life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me” (John 14:6). That is not ecumenical 
language. That is not interfaith diplomacy. That is not broad-minded spirituality. That is a 
sword. That is a dividing line. That is a heaven-drawn boundary around the only door into 
the presence of God. He did not say He was a way. He did not say He was one path among 
several valid spiritual options. He did not say men could come to the Father through Him or 
through some other path if they were sincere enough. He said no man cometh unto the 
Father but by Him. That statement alone destroys every system, every religion, every 
philosophy, and every compromise that tries to place Christ beside anything else as though 
He were one voice in a wider chorus. 

That is why the ecumenical spirit hates the real Christ. It can tolerate “Jesus” as a moral 
icon, a peace symbol, a religious bridge, or a soft focus emblem of love. But it cannot 
tolerate the Christ who excludes every rival claim. It cannot tolerate the Christ who says 
narrow is the way. It cannot tolerate the Christ who tells religious men that except they 
believe that He is, they shall die in their sins. It cannot tolerate the Christ who is a stone of 
stumbling and a rock of offence. So it invents another one. It invents a christ who can sit 
comfortably in panels, platforms, cathedrals, temples, conferences, interfaith gatherings, 
and global spirituality movements without ever forcing the issue of truth. But any christ 
who can coexist peacefully with error is not the Christ of the Bible. The true Christ does not 
unite truth and lies. He separates them. 

1. Jesus Christ Did Not Present Himself as One Option Among Many 

The first thing that must be said in this essay is that the Lord Jesus Christ never once 
presented Himself as one spiritual possibility among many. He did not invite comparison. 
He did not ask to be ranked. He did not take His place among prophets, sages, rabbis, 
philosophers, or religious founders. He did not say, “I will help you along your chosen path.” 
He did not say, “Follow your truth and I will bless your sincerity.” He said, “I am the way, the 
truth, and the life” (John 14:6). Definite article. Singular claim. Absolute authority. That is 
not an inspirational quote for a wall hanging. That is divine exclusivity. 



The reason that verse infuriates this age is because it leaves no room for spiritual pluralism. 
If Jesus Christ is the way, then all other ways fail. If He is the truth, then every lie stands 
condemned by Him. If He is the life, then outside of Him there is death, no matter how 
religiously decorated it may be. Men can call that arrogant if they want to, but they are really 
calling God arrogant for revealing His Son as the only Savior. The problem is not with the 
verse. The problem is with human pride. Fallen man wants a wide gate because a wide gate 
lets him keep his own opinions, traditions, and idols while still pretending to seek God. 

This is exactly where the ecumenical christ enters the picture. He steps in and says what 
the biblical Christ never said. He says every religion has some light. He says all sincere 
paths are reaching toward the same summit. He says doctrine divides and experience 
unites. He says names, labels, and theological lines are less important than shared 
spirituality and common goodwill. That sounds gracious to the flesh, but it is poison to the 
soul. If Jesus Christ is not the only way, then His cross was unnecessary. If other roads can 
reach the Father, then Calvary was overkill. But God did not send His only begotten Son to 
be tortured, bleed, die, and rise again because men had several valid routes to heaven 
already. The blood of Christ proves the narrowness of the way. 

2. The Ecumenical Spirit Values Unity Above Truth 

One of the great lies of the modern religious age is that unity is the highest good. Not truth, 
but unity. Not holiness, but harmony. Not doctrine, but togetherness. Not separation from 
error, but relational peace. That is the ecumenical mindset in a sentence. It treats division 
as the supreme evil and doctrinal clarity as a lesser concern that should always be toned 
down for the sake of wider fellowship. But the Bible never puts unity above truth. Biblical 
unity is unity in truth, unity in Christ, unity in the Spirit, unity among those who have been 
born again and are walking in revealed doctrine. It is never unity at the expense of truth. 

The Lord Jesus Christ Himself said, “Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I 
came not to send peace, but a sword” (Matthew 10:34). That is not because He delights in 
confusion, but because truth divides from error by its very nature. The gospel splits 
households. The cross separates believers from unbelievers. The new birth divides the 
living from the dead. Christ does not create compromise by blurring lines. He creates holy 
division by drawing them. That is why the biblical Christ is offensive. He forces decisions. 
He does not let men keep everyone comfortable forever. He makes claims that demand 
either submission or resistance. 

The ecumenical christ cannot do that because his whole function is to reduce offense. He 
must keep lines blurry, phrases soft, and doctrine negotiable. He treats hard truths like 
unfortunate embarrassments that should be hidden behind the language of shared faith 



and spiritual goodwill. But this is not love. It is cowardice dressed as compassion. It is a 
refusal to tell men the truth that would save them. If unity means standing arm in arm with 
error while pretending Jesus Christ is honored by the arrangement, then that unity is 
rebellion. The real Christ never asked His people to preserve false peace at the expense of 
truth. He asked them to sanctify the Lord God in their hearts and hold fast His words. 

3. Narrow Is the Way, and Broad Is the Lie 

The Lord Jesus Christ said, “Enter ye in at the strait gate... because strait is the gate, and 
narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it” (Matthew 7:13-14). 
That statement alone destroys the fantasy that broad acceptance is a mark of spiritual 
health. The biblical way is narrow. The biblical gate is strait. The number finding it is few. 
That does not mean believers should glory in smallness for its own sake, but it does mean 
the majority does not define truth. Christ did not describe a broad road full of religious 
options all heading toward the same Father. He described two roads. One leads to life. One 
leads to destruction. 

That is why the ecumenical christ is so deceptive. He takes the narrowness of Christ and 
widens it until it no longer resembles the teaching of Scripture. He tells men that the broad 
road can be sprinkled with enough Jesus-language to become acceptable. He tells them 
that contradictory gospels, false sacraments, human traditions, philosophical spirituality, 
and works-based systems can all gather under the umbrella of shared reverence for 
“Christ.” But the Son of God did not talk that way. He spoke of wheat and tares, sheep and 
goats, saved and lost, life and destruction, truth and lies. He did not build a religious 
middle ground for people afraid of division. 

And do not miss this: men prefer the broad road because it relieves them of the offense of 
choosing. The broad road lets them keep one foot in sentiment, one foot in truth, one foot 
in false religion, and one foot in biblical language. It gives them the feeling of spirituality 
without the cost of separation. But the narrow way strips all that away. The narrow way says 
Christ alone. The narrow way says faith alone in His finished work. The narrow way says 
every other confidence must be abandoned. That is why the broad-minded religious world 
hates the narrowness of Jesus Christ. It is not because He is too small. It is because He is 
too absolute. 

4. The Real Christ Is a Stone of Stumbling, Not a Universal Bridge 

Scripture says of Christ that He is “a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence” (1 Peter 
2:8). That is one of the most neglected truths in the modern religious atmosphere. People 
want Jesus to be universally admired, universally tolerated, universally marketable, and 
universally unifying. But the Bible says He is offensive. Not offensive because He is sinful, 



harsh, or wrong, but offensive because He confronts the flesh. He overturns self-
righteousness. He ruins pride. He excludes rival saviors. He exposes religion without 
regeneration. He refuses to let men approach God on their own terms. That is why they 
stumble at Him. 

The ecumenical christ removes that offense. He becomes a universal bridge figure, 
someone every religion can supposedly appreciate in its own way. One man calls Him a 
prophet. Another calls Him an enlightened master. Another calls Him a moral teacher. 
Another calls Him an avatar of divine love. Another calls Him one manifestation of truth 
among many. Another calls Him a social revolutionary. And the ecumenical spirit smiles 
and says, “See, we are all finding common ground in Jesus.” No, you are not. You are finding 
common ground in a counterfeit broad enough to survive contradiction. The biblical Christ 
cannot be treated that way and remain Himself. 

When Simeon held the infant Christ, he said this Child was set “for the fall and rising again 
of many in Israel; and for a sign which shall be spoken against” (Luke 2:34). Spoken against. 
Not merely admired. Not merely used in public events. Spoken against. That is the real 
Christ. He cuts against the grain of the age. He will not sit quietly in a coalition of 
contradictions. He forces the issue of truth. He rises above all rivals and leaves no room for 
balancing Him with false religion. A christ who causes no stumbling is not the Christ of the 
Bible. He is a public-relations version designed for broad spiritual cooperation. 

5. Christ Commands Separation from False Doctrine 

The ecumenical mood of the age hates separation because separation sounds harsh to 
ears trained by compromise. But the New Testament is not embarrassed by the concept. It 
commands believers to mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the 
doctrine they have learned, and avoid them. It warns against receiving those who bring not 
the doctrine of Christ. It tells the Church to come out from among them and be separate. It 
warns that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump. Those are not accidental lines in the 
New Testament. They show that truth must be guarded, and false doctrine must not be 
treated like a harmless flavor difference. 

The Lord Jesus Christ Himself warned of false prophets, false christs, wolves in sheep’s 
clothing, blind leaders of the blind, and religious men who made people twofold more the 
child of hell than themselves. He did not tell His disciples to merge platforms with them for 
the sake of wider impact. He did not say, “Let us emphasize what we all share and minimize 
the rest.” He exposed them. He rebuked them. He separated from them in the clearest 
terms possible. Why? Because souls are at stake, and error is not harmless. A false gospel 



damns. A false christ deceives. A false doctrine corrupts. Separation is not the enemy of 
love when truth is on the line. It is part of faithfulness. 

The ecumenical christ must oppose separation because his whole kingdom is built on the 
mixing of things God divided. He is the christ of mergers, coalitions, interfaith symbolism, 
and spiritual blur. He says love demands open-armed cooperation with people who deny 
essential truth. But biblical love rejoices in the truth. It does not rejoice in error wearing a 
friendly face. The real Jesus Christ loves enough to tell the truth and separate from lies. A 
christ who never demands separation from false doctrine is not the Christ who warned His 
people to beware. 

6. The Ecumenical Christ Prepares the World for a Global Religious Lie 

There is also a prophetic edge to this whole matter that must not be ignored. The 
ecumenical spirit is not just a bad mood in religion. It is preparation. It is conditioning. It is 
training men to become comfortable with a world where doctrinal lines no longer matter as 
much as shared spiritual sentiment and global togetherness. That is exactly the kind of 
climate a final false religious system thrives in. When people have been taught for years 
that truth is negotiable but unity is sacred, they are ready to receive almost anything 
clothed in peace language and spiritual symbolism. 

The Antichrist is not going to rise in a vacuum. He will rise in a world already tired of 
doctrinal conflict and hungry for broad religious harmony. He will not come saying, “I am 
here to expose all your cherished compromises.” He will step into an atmosphere already 
softened by ecumenism, already dulled by interfaith language, already trained to see 
exclusivity as hateful and narrowness as dangerous. The ecumenical christ is a forerunner 
in that sense. He gets men used to a Jesus broad enough for the world. But the real Christ is 
too sharp for that world system, so He must be gradually replaced in people’s minds with a 
softer version that can sit on the throne of global spirituality. 

That is why I say this issue is not secondary. It is not just about being fussy over doctrine. It 
is about whether the Church will keep preaching a Christ the world cannot absorb into its 
false unity. The real Jesus Christ cannot be melted down into a universal spiritual symbol. 
He will not serve as the mascot of a one-world religious dream. He is the exclusive Son of 
God, the only Savior, and the coming Judge. Any preparation for a broad christ is 
preparation for deception. The ecumenical spirit may call itself loving, but it is helping build 
the stage for the world’s final religious lie. 

7. Love Without Truth Is Not Love at All 

One of the favorite weapons of the ecumenical spirit is emotional blackmail. The moment 
you say Christ is the only way, or the moment you refuse to join hands with false doctrine, 



somebody says you are unloving. That is the pressure point. Modern men have redefined 
love as perpetual affirmation, endless inclusion, and refusal to offend. But biblical love is 
tethered to truth. It does not lie to souls. It does not flatter men on the road to hell. It does 
not make peace with falsehood so everybody can feel warm and accepted in their 
deception. Love that abandons truth is not love. It is treachery. 

The Lord Jesus Christ loved perfectly, and yet He said things that drove men away, angered 
false teachers, exposed hypocrisy, and divided hearers. He did not become less loving 
because He became more exact. He became more loving. Love warns. Love rebukes. Love 
tells the truth. Love does not hand a man a false map and call that kindness. If there is only 
one way to the Father, then the most loving thing on earth is to say so plainly. If every other 
religious confidence ends in destruction, then the most loving thing on earth is to refuse to 
pretend otherwise. The ecumenical christ cannot do that because he is chained to a false 
definition of love. 

The true Christ loved enough to die for sinners, but He also loved enough to say, “Except ye 
repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” That is not a contradiction. That is holiness and mercy 
together. This generation wants mercy without holiness and love without truth, but God 
never divides them. The Christ of Scripture will not divide them either. So do not let 
anybody shame you into compromise with the language of love while they quietly ask you 
to betray the truth. Real love points to the narrow way because it knows the broad way 
leads to destruction. 

Conclusion 

So the issue is plain. The biblical Jesus Christ is the only way, not one way among many. He 
is the truth, not one truth-expression among several religious possibilities. He is the life, not 
one source of spiritual enrichment for those already exploring other paths. He excludes 
every rival confidence because He alone accomplished redemption. He alone shed the 
blood. He alone rose from the dead. He alone can bring a sinner to the Father. That 
exclusivity is not a flaw in Christianity. It is the glory of the Son of God. 

The ecumenical christ is broad, smooth, diplomatic, and universally adaptable. He can fit 
into any panel discussion, any interfaith alliance, any spiritual merger, and any sentimental 
call for global religious peace. He asks for no separation, draws no hard lines, and coexists 
comfortably with error. That is exactly how you know he is false. The real Christ is a stone of 
stumbling and a rock of offence. He confronts. He divides. He excludes all competing 
roads. He narrows the field down to Himself and says, in effect, “There is none other name 
under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.” 



So let this essay stand as a warning and a call to clarity. Unity is never more important than 
truth. Peace is never more important than purity. Togetherness is never more important 
than the gospel. And any christ who can happily sit beside false doctrine, false religion, and 
false gospels without exposing them is not the biblical Jesus Christ. The true Christ stands 
alone. The true Christ saves alone. The true Christ rules alone. And every man who would 
come to the Father must come through Him, or not come at all. 

 

 

9 of 20: The Biblical Jesus vs. The World’s False Christ - The Crucified Redeemer vs. the 
Moral Example Only 

Introduction 

One of the slickest tricks the devil ever pulled on religion was to get men talking about 
Jesus Christ in glowing terms while quietly removing the very reason He came. He is 
praised as a teacher, admired as a humanitarian, quoted as a moral voice, celebrated as a 
model of compassion, and used as a symbol of sacrificial love, but all the while the blood is 
pushed to the side and the cross is stripped of its true meaning. In that counterfeit system, 
Jesus becomes mainly an example to imitate rather than the Redeemer who had to die for 
sin. That sounds noble to a sentimental generation because people love to speak well of 
Christ as long as they can keep Him at arm’s length from their guilt. They do not mind a 
jesus who teaches them to be kinder. They do mind the Christ whose cross declares them 
so ruined, so guilty, and so hell-deserving that nothing less than the death of the Son of 
God could save them. 

That is why the moral-example christ is so popular. He is flattering. He allows man to 
believe his basic problem is merely a lack of inspiration rather than a state of 
condemnation before God. He suggests that what humanity really needed was a better 
pattern, a higher ideal, and a purer model of love, instead of a substitute to bear divine 
wrath in the sinner’s place. But the biblical Jesus Christ did not come only to show men 
how to live. He came because men were dead in trespasses and sins. He came because 
justice had to be satisfied. He came because “without shedding of blood is no remission” 
(Hebrews 9:22). He came because no amount of human improvement could ever wash one 
sin out of a guilty conscience before a holy God. The issue was not that man needed better 
examples only. The issue was that man needed redemption. 

The world’s false christ of moralism is therefore one of the most dangerous counterfeits in 
religion because he keeps people busy admiring Jesus while never trusting Him as Savior. 
He gives them inspiration without regeneration, ethics without atonement, compassion 



without propitiation, and admiration without conversion. He lets them talk about following 
Jesus while they remain strangers to the blood of Jesus. But the Christ of Scripture “gave 
himself for our sins” (Galatians 1:4). He “bare our sins in his own body on the tree” (1 Peter 
2:24). He was “made sin for us, who knew no sin” (2 Corinthians 5:21). If He is only an 
example, then no one is saved. If He is only a noble life to imitate, then the whole race is 
still under wrath. The biblical Jesus is not merely a model of goodness. He is the crucified 
Redeemer. 

1. The World Loves the Teachings of Jesus More Than the Death of Jesus 

One of the clearest signs that a man is drifting toward another jesus is when he speaks 
warmly of the teachings of Christ but coolly of the blood of Christ. He likes the Sermon on 
the Mount because it sounds noble. He likes Jesus feeding the multitudes because it 
sounds compassionate. He likes Jesus welcoming children because it sounds tender. He 
likes Jesus rebuking hypocrisy because it gives him moral leverage against others. But once 
the conversation moves toward substitutionary atonement, divine wrath, propitiation, 
blood redemption, and the necessity of Calvary, his tone changes. Why? Because the 
moral teachings of Jesus can be admired by flesh, but the death of Jesus condemns flesh. 

The moral-example christ thrives in that atmosphere. He lets men quote Jesus in the public 
square while avoiding the reason Jesus had to come. He turns the Son of God into a 
sourcebook of ethical improvement. He makes Christianity sound like a program for 
producing nicer people rather than a supernatural act of salvation for damned sinners. That 
is why so many religious and irreligious people alike can speak approvingly of Jesus while 
remaining utterly hostile to the cross. They will let Him teach them kindness. They will not 
let Him tell them they are guilty before God and need His blood. They will let Him stand as a 
moral influence. They will not let Him stand as their sin-bearer. 

But the New Testament will not let you separate the teachings of Christ from the death of 
Christ. The One who preached truth also went to the cross to satisfy truth. The One who 
taught righteousness also died because unrighteous men could not make themselves 
righteous. The One who told us to love our enemies also loved us when we were the 
enemies of God and reconciled us by His death. The real beauty of Christ’s moral 
perfection is not that it merely gives you a standard to reach toward. It proves He alone was 
fit to be the spotless Lamb. His teachings shine brightest when seen in light of the cross, 
not apart from it. 

2. If Christ Is Only an Example, Then Sinners Are Still Damned 

Let us say the thing plainly. If Jesus Christ came only to set an example, then nobody is 
saved. If His mission was primarily to show us a better way to live, then every man who has 



already failed God’s law is still guilty, every conscience is still stained, every grave is still 
undefeated, and every soul is still headed for judgment. An example cannot erase guilt. An 
example cannot satisfy justice. An example cannot remove condemnation. An example 
cannot justify the ungodly. An example may inspire effort, but it cannot make a sinner right 
with God. That is the fatal weakness of moralism. It gives men a ladder when they are 
already lying dead at the bottom of the pit. 

The Bible never presents Christ’s death as optional decoration around His teaching 
ministry. It presents His death as central. “Christ died for our sins according to the 
scriptures” (1 Corinthians 15:3). That is not an add-on. That is the gospel. The problem was 
not that man lacked information only. The problem was that man had sinned. The problem 
was not that man needed better ideals only. The problem was that “all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). If God had merely sent an example into the 
world, He would have sent a brighter light into a graveyard. What men needed was 
resurrection power through a redeeming sacrifice. 

This is why the cross is such a scandal. It tells the truth about us in a way morality alone 
never will. It says your condition was so serious, your guilt so real, and God’s holiness so 
absolute, that the only remedy was for the sinless Son of God to die in your place. That 
crushes pride. It leaves no room for boasting. It tells the religious moralist that he is not 
basically fine with a few rough edges. It tells him he needed blood. The moral-example 
christ does not tell him that. He whispers that with enough sincerity and enough imitation 
of noble ideals, maybe he can improve his standing. The crucified Redeemer says no. You 
were lost, and I had to die. 

3. The Cross Was Not Merely a Demonstration of Love, but a Satisfaction of Justice 

Now the cross absolutely demonstrates the love of God. “God commendeth his love 
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). But if you 
stop there, you stop short. The modern sentimental mind loves to speak of the cross as a 
great display of love while avoiding the legal and judicial meaning behind it. It wants a cross 
that inspires emotion but not a cross that satisfies wrath. It wants Calvary as a moving 
picture of self-giving, not Calvary as an altar where sin was judged. But the Bible will not let 
you reduce the cross to a mere emotional message. The cross was a legal transaction 
before a holy God. 

Christ was “set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood” (Romans 3:25). That 
word propitiation matters. It means wrath was dealt with. It means justice was satisfied. It 
means the righteous claims of God against sin were answered in the death of Jesus Christ. 
The false christ of moralism has no use for that because once you bring in propitiation, man 



is no longer a spiritually underdeveloped being in need of inspiration. He is a guilty criminal 
under sentence, and Christ is his Substitute. That is much more offensive to human pride 
than merely saying Jesus showed us a better way to live. 

The moral-example view of the cross lets man admire Jesus while remaining the center of 
the story. The substitutionary view of the cross removes man from the center and puts 
God’s holiness there. Suddenly the issue is not, “How does the cross make me feel?” but, 
“How did the cross satisfy God?” The answer is that Christ bore what we deserved. He 
stood where we should have stood. He drank the cup we should have drunk. He died the 
death sin earned. That is why the cross saves. A moral influence cannot do that. A beautiful 
example cannot do that. Only a substitute under judgment can do that. 

4. Human Goodness Can Never Satisfy Divine Justice 

The whole moral-example system depends on a false view of man. It assumes that man, 
with enough help, enough inspiration, enough example, and enough sincerity, can rise 
toward God in a meaningful saving sense. But Scripture obliterates that hope. “There is 
none righteous, no, not one” (Romans 3:10). “All our righteousnesses are as filthy rags” 
(Isaiah 64:6). Those are not the verses of a religion built on moral uplift. Those are the 
verses of a faith that knows man is ruined apart from grace. If your best righteousness is 
filthy rags, then an example alone cannot save you. You do not need encouragement to 
present your best. You need cleansing from your best. 

That is why every works-leaning system instinctively gravitates toward the moral-example 
christ. He keeps the focus on effort. He keeps the spotlight on imitation. He keeps the 
sinner looking at what he must become rather than at what Christ has accomplished. Now 
there is biblical imitation, absolutely. Believers are to follow Christ in holiness, humility, 
obedience, and love. But imitation comes after salvation, not instead of it. Sanctification is 
not the basis of justification. Fruit is not the root. The false christ of moralism reverses that 
and quietly makes Christ into the leader of a self-improvement program. 

But divine justice is not satisfied by a sinner trying harder. God does not say, “Since Jesus 
showed you the standard, I will accept your efforts to approximate it.” If that were the case, 
the law would have saved men already. The law gave God’s standard with perfect clarity, 
and instead of producing righteousness, it exposed sin. Why? Because man’s problem is 
deeper than ignorance. His problem is corruption. He is not merely under-informed. He is 
fallen. The moral-example christ leaves him there. The crucified Redeemer comes to do 
what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh. 

5. The Blood of Christ Does What Example Never Can 



There are things only blood can do. Example cannot wash sin away. Example cannot purge 
the conscience. Example cannot justify. Example cannot reconcile enemies to God. 
Example cannot redeem from the curse of the law. But the blood of Jesus Christ can. “The 
blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:7). That is the dividing line. 
The moral-example christ points at a road. The crucified Redeemer opens heaven. The 
moral-example christ gives you a pattern. The crucified Redeemer gives you peace with 
God. 

Hebrews is especially merciless on this issue. It keeps bringing you back to blood, 
sacrifice, priesthood, offering, and remission. Why? Because God wants it burned into the 
soul that access to Him is not gained by moral imitation but by atoning death. Christ 
entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us. That is not 
the language of inspiration only. That is the language of transaction and accomplishment. 
He did not merely gesture toward redemption. He obtained it. He did not merely illustrate 
sacrifice. He offered Himself. That is why salvation is secure in Him. It rests on finished 
work, not inspired effort. 

And that is why the false christ of moralism is so cruel, though he looks so polished. He 
gives people enough Jesus-language to think they are close to God while leaving them 
strangers to the one thing that can actually save them. He tells them to admire Christ while 
they remain unwashed. He tells them to emulate Christ while they remain unjustified. He 
tells them to honor Christ while they remain unreconciled. The real Christ says, “This is my 
blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins” (Matthew 
26:28). That is not symbolic sentimentality. That is salvation. 

6. The Real Christ Calls Men to Believe on Him, Not Merely Admire Him 

There is a vast difference between admiration and faith. Millions admire Jesus in some 
broad sense. They like His tone, His compassion, His courage, His treatment of outsiders, 
His sayings, or His sacrificial spirit. But admiration is not salvation. Faith in the biblical 
sense is personal reliance on who He is and what He has done. It is not standing back and 
saying, “What a wonderful example.” It is falling before Him as a sinner and saying, 
“Nothing in my hand I bring; simply to Thy cross I cling.” The world’s false christ can be 
admired safely because admiration does not necessarily dethrone the self. Saving faith 
does. 

The Gospel of John uses the language of believing again and again because salvation does 
not come by applause for Jesus. It comes by faith in Jesus. “Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved” (Acts 16:31). Not, admire Him. Not, quote Him. Not, be 
inspired by Him. Believe on Him. Trust Him. Rest your soul on Him. Receive Him. The 



moral-example christ subtly redirects men away from that. He keeps them at a distance, 
learning from Jesus as a model rather than fleeing to Jesus as Savior. That distance is 
deadly if not broken. 

And even when the real Christ calls men to follow Him, that call is built on redemption, not 
a replacement for it. He tells the forgiven woman, “thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace.” 
He tells Zacchaeus that salvation has come to his house. He tells Nicodemus about the 
serpent lifted up, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish. The center remains 
salvation through faith in His redemptive work. The false christ of moralism strips the nerve 
out of that and turns Christianity into noble admiration society. The real Christ calls men to 
believe and be saved. 

7. Good Works Follow Redemption; They Do Not Produce It 

Now here is where some people get confused, and the devil is glad to help them stay that 
way. Once you insist that Christ is more than a moral example, someone says, “So works 
do not matter?” Of course works matter. They matter in their proper place. They matter as 
fruit, evidence, obedience, sanctification, testimony, reward, and usefulness. But they do 
not matter as the ground of justification before God. That ground is Christ alone, received 
by faith. The moral-example christ always tries to slide good works back into the place of 
saving merit by making imitation the center. The biblical Christ puts works after 
redemption, not before it. 

Ephesians 2 says, “For by grace are ye saved through faith... not of works,” and then 
immediately says we are “created in Christ Jesus unto good works” (Ephesians 2:8-10). 
There is the order again. First salvation by grace through faith, then good works as the result 
of that new creation. The false christ of moralism reverses the order. He says imitate first, 
improve first, perform first, become first, and maybe then you will be accepted. The true 
Christ says receive Me by faith, be reconciled to God by My blood, and then walk in 
newness of life. One produces slavery and uncertainty. The other produces liberty and 
gratitude. 

That is why the biblical Christian life can actually produce true obedience while moralism 
cannot. Moralism either produces pride or despair. If a man thinks he is doing fairly well, he 
becomes proud. If he sees how badly he is failing, he becomes despairing. But when a 
sinner is truly redeemed by the blood of Christ, then works become the grateful response 
of a saved soul, not the desperate efforts of a condemned one trying to save himself. The 
real Christ gives both pardon and power. The false christ of moral example gives burden 
without new life. 

Conclusion 



So the issue in this essay is not complicated, though it is eternally serious. The biblical 
Jesus Christ is the crucified Redeemer, not merely a moral example. He did not come only 
to teach kindness, compassion, and noble living. He came to save sinners by His blood. He 
came because guilt was real, wrath was real, judgment was real, and no human goodness 
could ever erase one sin or satisfy one demand of divine justice. He came to give Himself 
for our sins. He came to die in our place. He came to redeem, reconcile, justify, and 
cleanse. 

The world’s false christ of moralism is easier to admire because he is less offensive. He 
does not force men to confess their helplessness. He does not tell them their 
righteousness is filthy. He does not insist on blood, wrath, and substitution. He simply asks 
them to do better, be kinder, and follow a noble pattern. But that christ cannot save 
because example alone cannot redeem. If Christ is only an example, then every sinner is 
still damned, every conscience is still defiled, and every grave remains a door into 
judgment. The bloodless christ is a powerless christ. 

So let the line stand sharp and clear. Inspiration without redemption is not Christianity. 
Admiration without faith is not salvation. Ethics without atonement is not the gospel. The 
true Lord Jesus Christ is not only the Teacher from heaven. He is the Lamb of God. He is the 
Substitute. He is the sin-bearer. He is the crucified Redeemer. And if any man would be 
saved, he must come not merely to the example of Jesus, but to the cross of Jesus, where 
the Son of God gave Himself for our sins and rose again for our justification. 

 

 

10 of 20: The Biblical Jesus vs. The World’s False Christ - The Risen Lord vs. the Dead 
Religious Symbol 

Introduction 

One of the most tragic things in this world is how easily men can surround themselves with 
the outward symbols of Jesus Christ while remaining strangers to the living Christ Himself. 
They can hang crosses on walls, wear religious jewelry, build cathedrals, sing ancient 
songs, light candles, celebrate holidays, admire paintings, recite creeds, and use the name 
of Jesus in cultural language, all while dealing with Him as though He were still only a figure 
from history instead of the risen Lord seated at the right hand of God. That is one of the 
surest marks of dead religion. It takes what should have been living, burning, soul-shaking 
truth and turns it into ceremony, decoration, architecture, and identity. It leaves men with a 
christ they can carry around, display, and sentimentalize, but not one who presently rules 
them, searches them, commands them, and will soon return. 



The biblical Jesus Christ is not a relic from the past. He is not a memory preserved in 
stained glass. He is not a symbol for springtime, hope, tradition, or moral beauty. He is 
alive. He rose bodily from the dead. He is seated at the right hand of the Father. He ever 
liveth to make intercession for His people. He is coming again. That changes everything. A 
dead man may be admired, studied, memorialized, ritualized, and artistically represented, 
but a living Christ cannot be handled that way. A risen Lord makes present demands. He 
claims allegiance now. He receives worship now. He disciplines His people now. He 
intercedes now. He watches now. He speaks through His word now. He is not available to 
be reduced into cultural symbolism because He is alive and enthroned. 

That is why the world so often prefers the dead religious symbol. A symbolic christ can be 
manipulated. A symbolic christ can be used for public image, holiday mood, traditional 
comfort, or spiritual atmosphere without disturbing the heart very much. A symbolic christ 
may appear in art, liturgy, and social identity while remaining silent about the actual 
condition of the soul. But the risen Christ of Scripture will not remain a decorative object in 
a religious system. He steps out of the grave and stands over every system, every ritual, 
every tradition, every image, and every institution that dares to use His name without 
bowing to His Lordship. The resurrection is not an appendix to Christianity. It is the dividing 
line between dead religion and living faith. A dead christ can be carried around. A risen 
Christ carries all authority in heaven and in earth. 

1. The Resurrection Is Not a Detail but the Heartbeat of the Faith 

The resurrection of Jesus Christ is not one doctrine among many. It is one of the blazing 
centers of the Christian faith. Paul said, “And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are 
yet in your sins” (1 Corinthians 15:17). That statement alone should shut the mouths of 
every religious system that wants to keep the language of Jesus while reducing the 
resurrection to mere symbolism, inspiration, or poetic hope. If Christ did not rise bodily, the 
whole thing collapses. Not part of it. All of it. The gospel is not simply that Christ died. The 
gospel is that He died for our sins according to the Scriptures, was buried, and rose again 
the third day according to the Scriptures. Without that resurrection, there is no victory, no 
justification, no living hope, and no living Lord. 

That is why dead religion is always comfortable talking about Jesus in a sentimental way 
while remaining strangely weak on resurrection power. It may commemorate events, repeat 
liturgical phrases, and preserve sacred aesthetics, but when it comes to the risen Christ as 
a present, active, reigning Person, the whole thing grows thin. Why? Because resurrection 
changes the terms. A dead figure can be absorbed into culture. A risen Person cannot. A 
dead founder can be admired without surrender. A risen Lord cannot be honestly admired 



without also being feared, obeyed, and awaited. The resurrection takes Christ out of the 
realm of religious nostalgia and places Him in the realm of present dominion. 

And notice what the apostles preached. They did not go into the world saying merely, “Let 
us preserve the memory of a beautiful life.” They preached, “This Jesus hath God raised up” 
(Acts 2:32). They spoke as men gripped by a present reality, not caretakers of a museum. 
They did not stand before rulers announcing devotion to a symbolic teacher. They testified 
to a living Christ who had conquered death and who now demanded response. That is the 
difference between apostolic Christianity and the dead religious symbol. One shakes the 
world because the tomb is empty. The other decorates the world because the symbol is 
useful. 

2. A Dead Christ Can Be Turned Into Art, Ritual, and Tradition 

One of the reasons the world likes a dead religious christ is because dead things can be 
arranged. Dead things can be stylized. Dead things can be made to fit architecture, 
ceremony, fashion, and seasonal observance. A dead christ becomes manageable. He can 
be represented in paintings, hung in sanctuaries, engraved in jewelry, molded into statues, 
and inserted into pageantry without necessarily requiring anyone involved to deal with Him 
as Lord. He becomes part of the atmosphere. He becomes religious scenery. He becomes 
a symbol of heritage rather than the Head of the Church. 

Now there is nothing wrong with art in its place or with remembering biblical truth through 
visual reminders if they are handled carefully and not superstitiously. The problem comes 
when the symbol replaces the living reality. Men begin to think they are close to Christ 
because they are surrounded by Christian imagery. They imagine they are reverent because 
they appreciate sacred architecture. They confuse emotional response to ceremony with 
actual fellowship with the risen Lord. They begin to treat Christianity like a cultural 
inheritance instead of a supernatural union with a living Savior. That is where dead religion 
thrives. It fills the room with symbols while leaving the heart untouched. 

The biblical Jesus Christ cannot be reduced to that. He is not merely the subject of art. He 
is alive. He is not merely the center of ritual. He is Lord. He is not merely the reason for a 
holiday calendar. He is seated in glory. Once that truth gets hold of a soul, all the empty 
trappings of dead religion are exposed. A man realizes that the issue is not whether he feels 
moved by sacred aesthetics. The issue is whether he knows the living Christ. The issue is 
whether he has been born again by faith in the risen Savior. The issue is whether the One 
represented in all the symbols is actually reigning in his heart. 

3. The Living Christ Is at the Right Hand of the Father Now 



The New Testament does not leave Jesus Christ lingering in the imagination of Good Friday. 
It takes you beyond the cross, beyond the borrowed tomb, and sets Him at the right hand of 
the Majesty on high. Stephen saw Him standing there. Hebrews declares Him seated there. 
Romans says Christ is at the right hand of God and maketh intercession for us. That 
present position matters immensely because it means Christ’s work did not end with a 
memory. He is active now. He is not absent in the sense dead religion implies. He is not 
sleeping in the grave waiting to be remembered each spring. He is reigning now, interceding 
now, preserving now, and preparing now. 

That destroys the whole false comfort of ritualized Christianity. If Christ is alive at the 
Father’s right hand, then you cannot deal with Him as a harmless religious emblem. He is 
not a carved figure on a wall. He is the Advocate. He is the great High Priest. He is the living 
Head of a living body. He is engaged in the affairs of His people and will not be contained by 
cultural religion. The believer is not related to Him by nostalgia but by present union. We do 
not merely look back to a dead hero. We look up to a living Lord. 

And this is one reason the world prefers symbols. Symbols do not intercede. Symbols do 
not command. Symbols do not chasten. Symbols do not return. Symbols do not search the 
heart. But the risen Christ does all of that. He knows His churches. He walks in the midst of 
the candlesticks. He knows our works. He opens and no man shuts. He shuts and no man 
opens. A dead religious christ can be safely placed in a corner. The living Christ stands in 
the midst and speaks. That is why dead religion keeps trying to muffle the truth of His 
present Lordship behind layers of ceremony and tradition. 

4. The Resurrection Means Christ Makes Present Claims on Your Life 

If Jesus Christ rose from the dead, then Christianity is not a hobby, not a cultural identity, 
not a family tradition, not a holiday attachment, and not a symbolic moral system. It is the 
claim of a living King on the soul of every man. The resurrection means He did not merely 
teach truth in the past. He is Truth in the present. It means He does not merely deserve 
admiration. He deserves obedience. It means He is not merely relevant in the sentimental 
seasons of the year. He is relevant every second because He is Lord over life and death 
now. 

That is what dead religion cannot stand. It wants Jesus in a compartment. It wants Him 
available for weddings, funerals, Easter speeches, Christmas décor, public prayers, and 
respectful references, but not as the One who presently owns the body, demands holiness, 
and will judge the secrets of men. The world is happy to carry a symbolic christ around as 
long as it can leave its life essentially untouched. But the risen Christ will not be carried like 



a charm. He carries authority. He says, “All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth” 
(Matthew 28:18). That is not decorative language. That is a universal claim. 

A man can wear a cross and still be lost. A woman can cry during a resurrection song and 
still be unregenerate. A church can have rich symbolism and still be spiritually dead. The 
issue is not whether the symbol is honored outwardly. The issue is whether the risen Christ 
has been received by faith and is presently believed, followed, and obeyed. A dead religious 
symbol makes no demands. A risen Lord says, in effect, “You are not your own.” That 
difference is the difference between cultural Christianity and biblical Christianity. 

5. Dead Religion Loves Empty Tomb Language but Hates Resurrection Power 

It is amazing how many people love resurrection language in a poetic sense while shrinking 
from resurrection power in the actual Christian life. They love the flowers, the music, the 
hopeful phrases, the sunrise imagery, and the emotional atmosphere of “He is risen,” but 
they do not want what the resurrection actually implies. They do not want the death of the 
old man. They do not want newness of life. They do not want to reckon themselves dead 
indeed unto sin and alive unto God through Jesus Christ. They do not want the moral and 
spiritual upheaval that comes when a living Christ invades a dead soul and raises it up. 

Paul did not talk about the resurrection as a sentimental doctrine only. He spoke of “the 
power of his resurrection” (Philippians 3:10). That power is not theatrical excitement. It is 
the power that raises dead sinners to new life. It is the power that breaks bondage. It is the 
power that gives victory over sin. It is the power that lifts the eyes toward heaven. It is the 
power that teaches a believer to live in light of eternity. Dead religion has no use for that 
except in slogans. It likes the phrase but not the force. It likes the poetry but not the 
transformation. 

This is why some churches can celebrate resurrection season with great pageantry and still 
remain full of dead men’s bones spiritually. There is no repentance, no brokenness, no 
trembling before the Word, no changed lives, no hatred of sin, no longing for the Lord’s 
return, and no holy power in the walk. But there are plenty of symbols, plenty of music, and 
plenty of sentimental language. That is exactly the contrast this essay must expose. The 
risen Christ is not merely a concept to be commemorated. He is the source of actual 
spiritual life. If there is no present life, no present obedience, and no present 
transformation, then the talk about resurrection may be little more than religious theater. 

6. The Interceding Christ Gives the Believer Living Hope 

One of the great comforts of the real Christ is that He is not only risen, but He is risen for 
us. He did not rise and then become detached from His people. He lives to make 
intercession for them. He is touched with the feeling of their infirmities. He is their 



Advocate with the Father. He is their great High Priest. That means the believer’s hope is 
not tied to a distant historical event only, but to a present Person who continually ministers 
on his behalf. That is living hope. That is not emotional tradition. That is not religious 
nostalgia. That is ongoing heavenly ministry rooted in a finished earthly redemption. 

Dead religion cannot really comfort a soul the way the interceding Christ can. It may offer 
ritual reassurance, traditional phrases, and familiar symbols, but it cannot say, in living 
truth, “He ever liveth to make intercession for them.” A symbol cannot pray for you. A 
ceremony cannot advocate for you. A cultural memory cannot bring you boldly to the 
throne of grace. But the risen Christ does all of that. He is there now. The believer’s 
standing is anchored not in his own steadiness, nor in the beauty of the ritual surrounding 
him, but in the unchanging ministry of the Son of God. 

That gives Christianity a wholly different character from dead religion. It means the 
believer’s communion with Christ is not imaginary. It is not merely reflective or aesthetic. It 
is real fellowship with a living Lord. When he prays, he is heard through a living Mediator. 
When he falls, he has an Advocate. When he suffers, he has a Priest who understands. 
When he looks toward the future, he does so knowing the Christ who died and rose again is 
actively preparing for His people now. A dead religious symbol cannot give that kind of 
hope. Only the risen Lord can. 

7. A Risen Christ Means Readiness for His Return 

Perhaps one of the sharpest differences between the biblical Christ and the world’s false 
christ is this: the living Christ is coming back. Dead religion can admire Jesus as a past 
figure and reduce Christianity to memory, heritage, art, and ethics. But the risen Christ of 
Scripture is not finished. He is returning. That means every soul is moving toward an 
appointment. Every church is moving toward an accounting. Every believer is moving 
toward seeing Him face to face. The resurrection is not merely proof of life after death in 
some abstract sense. It is the guarantee that the same Jesus which was taken up into 
heaven shall so come in like manner as He was seen to go. 

That changes the whole atmosphere of real Christianity. It introduces watchfulness, 
holiness, urgency, and expectation. It means a believer cannot settle comfortably into dead 
formalism because the Bridegroom may come. It means he cannot reduce Christ to 
symbolism because the King is at the door. It means preaching cannot collapse into moral 
uplift only because the Judge standeth before the door. The early Christians did not live 
merely by looking backward. They looked upward and forward. “Even so, come, Lord Jesus” 
was not poetry to them. It was hope. 



Dead religion hates that edge of expectancy. It prefers stable rituals to living readiness. It 
prefers routine to watchfulness. It prefers a Christ safely contained in tradition rather than a 
Christ who may interrupt everything with His appearing. But the biblical Jesus Christ did 
not rise merely to become the centerpiece of religious art and holiday observance. He rose 
to reign, intercede, and return. Any system that keeps the name of Jesus while losing the 
force of His soon coming has drifted into deadness. The risen Lord keeps His people 
awake. 

Conclusion 

So the contrast is plain and searching. The biblical Jesus Christ is the risen Lord, alive at 
the right hand of the Father, interceding for His people and soon to return. The world’s false 
christ is a dead religious symbol men can hang in buildings, wear around their necks, 
preserve in tradition, and invoke during sacred seasons without surrendering to His present 
authority. One is alive and enthroned. The other is reduced and manipulated. One 
commands worship, obedience, and readiness. The other decorates dead religion and 
leaves the soul asleep. 

The resurrection changes everything because it means Jesus Christ cannot honestly be 
treated as a mere memory. He is not just the central figure of a beautiful story. He is the 
living center of reality. He is not a relic from first-century Judea. He is the Prince of life. He is 
not silent in the grave. He speaks now through His word and by His Spirit. He is not absent 
from the affairs of His people. He ever liveth to make intercession for them. And He is not 
done with history. He is coming again. That is the Christ dead religion cannot handle. 

So let every symbol, every tradition, every ritual, every piece of art, and every public 
reference to Jesus be tested by this question: does it point men to the living Christ or 
merely help them manage a dead religious image? Because there is an eternal difference 
between the two. A dead christ can be admired and still leave you lost. A risen Christ must 
be received by faith, obeyed as Lord, loved as Savior, and awaited as coming King. The 
tomb is empty. Heaven is occupied. The intercession is active. The return is certain. And 
every counterfeit christ that this world has turned into a symbol will one day vanish in the 
blazing reality of the risen Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

11 of 20: The Biblical Jesus vs. The World’s False Christ - The Coming King vs. the 
Passive Jesus 

Introduction 



One of the most popular lies ever told about Jesus Christ is that He is permanently soft, 
permanently mild, permanently non-confrontational, permanently safe for rebellious 
sinners to redefine at will, and permanently content to be treated like a harmless religious 
figure who never raises His voice, never draws a line, never judges anybody, and never 
brings wrath. That christ is a fantasy. He is a sentimental invention of fallen men who want 
just enough religion to soothe the conscience without ever having to face the blazing 
holiness, authority, and judgment of the Son of God. The world loves that passive jesus 
because he never threatens anybody’s sin, never interrupts anybody’s rebellion, and never 
puts fear into the heart of a generation drunk on self-worship. But the Jesus Christ of 
Scripture is not that figure. He is meek, yes. He is merciful, yes. He is tender, yes. But He is 
also holy, absolute, confrontational when truth demands it, and destined to return in wrath 
and righteousness to judge the world. 

That is why this issue matters so much. Once you turn Jesus Christ into a permanently 
passive figure, you do not merely soften one aspect of His character. You gut the whole 
biblical revelation of who He is. You take away the fear of the Lord. You strip the gospel of 
urgency. You drain the second coming of its terror. You leave sinners imagining that Christ 
exists only to affirm, tolerate, and absorb whatever they throw at Him without ever settling 
accounts. But the same Lord who said, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden” also said, “Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish” (Luke 13:3). The same 
Christ who blessed little children also took a whip and drove men out of the temple. The 
same Christ who wept over Jerusalem also pronounced devastating woes on hypocrites 
and warned more plainly about hell than most preachers in this age dare to do. The real 
Christ is not less loving because He judges. He is more truthful, more holy, and more fully 
glorious than the world’s passive imitation. 

And the truth that especially shatters the passive-jesus myth is this: He is coming back. 
Not as the suffering Lamb to be mocked, spit upon, and crucified again. Not as a quiet 
figure for artists to paint in soft tones. Not as a harmless spiritual mascot for a sentimental 
age. He is coming back as King of kings and Lord of lords. He is coming back to judge and 
make war. He is coming back to tread the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty 
God. That is the biblical Jesus. That is the One the world keeps trying to erase with its 
therapeutic softness and ecumenical haze. But He will not stay erased. A christ who never 
judges is not the Christ of Scripture. The biblical Christ is merciful now to all who will come, 
but He will not forever be treated like a passive spectator while men trample His truth 
beneath their feet. 

1. The Passive Jesus Is a Human Invention, Not a Biblical Revelation 



The passive jesus is one of man’s favorite religious inventions because he asks so little 
from the flesh. He is always framed in ways that make sinners feel at ease in their rebellion. 
He is presented as endlessly patient but never judicial, endlessly welcoming but never 
separating, endlessly compassionate but never condemning, endlessly available but never 
offended by unbelief. He is the sort of christ a self-centered generation would naturally 
invent if left to itself, because he allows men to keep thinking of God as somebody they can 
manage emotionally without ever having to reckon with divine holiness. He is not drawn 
from the whole Bible. He is drawn from selective sentimentalism. 

When men invent a christ like that, they are not exalting the compassion of Jesus Christ. 
They are editing out His authority. They are not honoring His mercy. They are neutralizing 
His holiness. They are not magnifying His kindness. They are denying His Lordship. That is 
why so much of modern religion sounds warm at first and hollow afterward. It takes one 
real attribute of Christ and isolates it from the rest of His Person. Yes, He is gentle. Yes, He 
is lowly in heart. Yes, He receives sinners. But He is never those things at the expense of 
truth, justice, righteousness, judgment, or the fear of God. Men do not have the right to 
build an entire christology around the emotional qualities of Jesus they find easiest to 
tolerate while discarding everything in Him that confronts, rebukes, and terrifies the 
ungodly. 

The biblical Jesus is not stitched together by man’s preferences. He is revealed by God. He 
is the One who receives publicans and sinners, and He is also the One before whom devils 
tremble. He is the One who touched lepers, and He is also the One who said to certain 
religious leaders, “Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation 
of hell?” (Matthew 23:33). The passive jesus never says that. He cannot say it, because he 
is an idol built for human comfort. But the Christ of Scripture does say it, and because He 
says it, we know the passive version is a fraud. 

2. Jesus Christ Was Never Harmless During His Earthly Ministry 

People talk about Jesus today as if He moved through the world like a permanently non-
threatening spiritual therapist who never unsettled anybody except a few unfortunate 
extremists. But the Gospels present an entirely different picture. Jesus Christ was not 
harmless. He was holy. And holiness is never harmless to falsehood. He overturned tables. 
He drove men out of the temple. He rebuked hypocrites to their faces. He confronted 
unbelief. He shattered false security. He told religious men they were blind guides, whited 
sepulchres, and children of hell. He did not float above moral conflict in a haze of vague 
kindness. He stepped into the corruption of His age and exposed it mercilessly. 



One of the clearest examples is John 2, where He made a scourge of small cords and drove 
out those who had turned His Father’s house into a house of merchandise. That is not 
passive. That is not the soft-focus christ of modern imagination. That is zeal, authority, 
judgment, and holy outrage. And He was right. The Son of God was not in a rage of the 
flesh. He was acting in righteousness. He was not losing composure. He was revealing 
what a holy Christ does when sacred things are turned into a market. Men today would call 
that unloving, unmeasured, or extreme. Scripture presents it as perfect. 

And do not forget His public words. He pronounced woes. He warned of outer darkness, 
wailing, gnashing of teeth, everlasting punishment, and hell fire. He spoke of judgment in a 
way that very few in modern pulpits are willing to imitate. He looked at cities and declared 
judgment over them for unbelief. He said it would be more tolerable for Sodom than for 
some of those who rejected His mighty works. That is not the profile of a permanently 
passive religious figure. That is the profile of the holy Son of God moving through His first 
advent in mercy, yes, but never stripped of His judicial authority. 

3. The Same Christ Who Wept Also Warned 

One of the devil’s favorite distortions is to pit the tenderness of Christ against the severity 
of Christ, as though they cannot dwell in the same Person. But they do. Perfectly. The Lord 
Jesus wept over Jerusalem. He had compassion on the multitudes. He was moved with 
mercy. He received those who came to Him in humility and faith. Yet the same Christ who 
wept also warned. He warned because He loved. He rebuked because He cared. He 
pronounced coming judgment because He was not content to leave men under delusion 
while speaking only in soothing tones. 

That matters because this age wants to use the tears of Jesus against the warnings of 
Jesus. It wants the compassion without the confrontation. It wants the mercy without the 
repentance. It wants the invitations without the ultimatums. But Christ Himself never 
divided His ministry that way. His tears over Jerusalem did not mean Jerusalem would 
escape judgment. In fact, because they would not receive Him, judgment would come. His 
sorrow did not nullify His warnings. It made those warnings all the more solemn. He was 
not cold when He spoke of judgment. He was true. That is deeper than sentimentality. 

And that is why the passive jesus is such a lie. He is usually built on selected emotional 
moments cut loose from the full frame of Scripture. Men say, “Jesus was loving,” and they 
mean, “Jesus would never speak hard truth to me.” Men say, “Jesus had compassion,” and 
they mean, “Jesus would never judge what I am defending.” Men say, “Jesus welcomed 
everyone,” and they mean, “Jesus would never demand that I repent, bow, and submit.” 
That is a lie on all points. The same Christ who opened His arms to sinners also told them 



the truth about what would happen if they remained in unbelief. Mercy and warning are not 
enemies. In Christ, they are perfectly joined. 

4. The World Prefers a Christ Who Never Judges 

The world’s hatred for biblical Christianity is not really hatred for religion in the abstract. It 
is hatred for a Christ who judges. Men do not mind a jesus who inspires kindness, peace, 
inclusion, and emotional comfort. They do mind a Christ who says they are wrong. They do 
mind a Christ who separates sheep from goats, wheat from tares, saved from lost. They do 
mind a Christ who says broad is the way that leadeth to destruction. They do mind a Christ 
who sits in judgment over their beliefs, lifestyles, religions, and cherished delusions. That is 
where the offense comes. 

That is why the false christ of this age is so endlessly tolerant. He has to be. He is built for a 
world that cannot endure moral absolutes. He never excludes. He never narrows. He never 
settles anything in the final sense. He never says, “Depart from me.” He never says, “I never 
knew you.” He never says, “These shall go away into everlasting punishment.” But the 
biblical Jesus says all of that. In fact, one reason the passive-jesus myth survives is 
because many people simply do not read the Gospels honestly. They read them through 
the lens of modern sentiment and skip over everything in Christ that does not fit their 
preferred emotional profile. 

The Christ of Scripture is not looking for permission from the age to be who He is. He is not 
interested in being updated for modern sensitivities. He is the Judge appointed by the 
Father. Men may laugh now, mock now, reinterpret now, and cling to a milder substitute 
now, but the day is coming when every human opinion about the “real Jesus” will be burned 
away by the appearing of the actual Jesus Christ. On that day, the passive christ of popular 
imagination will not be found anywhere. Only the biblical Christ will remain. 

5. Revelation Reveals the Coming King in Wrath and Righteousness 

If a man wants to destroy the myth of the permanently passive Jesus, he should camp in 
Revelation 19. There the heavens open, and the apostle John sees Christ returning not as 
an object of pity, but as the conquering King. He comes on a white horse. His eyes are as a 
flame of fire. On His head are many crowns. He is clothed in a vesture dipped in blood. The 
armies of heaven follow Him. Out of His mouth goes a sharp sword that with it He should 
smite the nations. And on His vesture and on His thigh a name is written: KING OF KINGS, 
AND LORD OF LORDS. 

That is not the language of passivity. That is the language of war, rule, judgment, and public 
dominion. Scripture says He “doth judge and make war” (Revelation 19:11). Modern 
sentimental religion cannot process that Christ because it has already committed itself to 



a softer substitute. But the Holy Ghost put that chapter in the Bible to shatter every lie 
about a permanently harmless Jesus. The One who came first to suffer will come again to 
reign. The One who stood silent before Pilate will speak and the nations will fall. The One 
who wore a crown of thorns will wear many crowns. The One who was struck will strike. 

And the language intensifies further: “he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and 
wrath of Almighty God” (Revelation 19:15). There is no way to reconcile that verse with the 
popular passive-jesus mythology except by either submitting to Scripture or rejecting it. 
The coming King is not embarrassed by wrath. Wrath belongs to His holiness. Wrath 
belongs to His justice. Wrath belongs to His role as the divine Judge. A christ who never 
judges is not the biblical Jesus. The returning Christ will not come to negotiate with rebels. 
He will come to subdue them. 

6. A Christ Without Wrath Cannot Make Sense of the Cross 

There is another vital reason the passive-jesus myth is so dangerous: once you erase wrath 
from the Person of Christ, you soon erase the meaning of the cross. Why did Jesus die if 
God’s holiness does not burn against sin? Why the blood? Why the cup? Why 
Gethsemane? Why the cry of dereliction? Why the bruising? Why the propitiation? Why the 
sacrifice at all? If Christ is merely mild and never judicial, then Calvary becomes a tragic 
moral lesson instead of the place where divine justice and divine mercy met in holy 
accomplishment. The cross only makes full sense when you understand what sin deserves 
and what Christ endured. 

The passive christ tends to reduce the cross to a display of love only, as though Jesus 
mainly died to show us how much God cares. But the Bible says more than that. He was 
made sin for us. He bore our sins in His own body on the tree. He was set forth as a 
propitiation through faith in His blood. That means judgment was involved. Wrath was 
involved. Satisfaction of divine justice was involved. The One who hung there is the same 
One who will judge therefrom. The Judge took judgment for all who believe. That is why 
there is mercy now. But remove the judicial nature of Christ, and you have no coherent 
gospel left. 

So the passive-jesus lie not only corrupts prophecy and Christology. It corrupts soteriology. 
It weakens the very doctrine of salvation. Men start imagining a god too soft to punish, a 
christ too gentle to judge, and a cross emptied of its legal force. But the Bible will not 
permit that. The Lamb was slain because wrath is real. The King will return because 
judgment is real. Grace is glorious precisely because it is offered now before the day of 
vengeance falls. A passive christ does not produce awe, fear, gratitude, or urgency. The 
biblical Christ does. 



7. The Coming King Demands Readiness, Not Casual Admiration 

Because Jesus Christ is coming again in glory and judgment, the right response to Him is 
not casual admiration. It is readiness. He told His disciples to watch. He told them to be 
ready. He gave parables about servants, virgins, talents, and accountability. He warned that 
His coming would catch many unprepared because they would settle into the dullness of 
ordinary life without the fear of God. That is not the teaching of a passive religious figure. 
That is the teaching of a Lord who expects His people to live in light of His return. 

The passive christ allows people to speak well of Jesus while remaining careless, worldly, 
half-asleep, and morally loose. He makes no present demand for holiness because he has 
no real future reckoning attached to him. But the biblical Jesus says, in effect, “Be ye also 
ready.” He tells churches to repent or else. He tells believers to abide in Him so they are not 
ashamed before Him at His coming. He ties present conduct to future accountability. That 
is the voice of a Master, not a mascot. That is the language of a King, not a therapeutic 
symbol. 

And this is why restoring the full picture of Christ matters so much. A church that loses the 
coming King will lose urgency. A Christian who loses the coming King will drift into 
compromise. A generation taught to think of Jesus as permanently passive will stop 
trembling, stop watching, stop repenting, and stop fearing God as it ought. But once the 
believer sees the biblical Christ again, seated in glory now and soon to appear in power, the 
whole soul changes posture. The life becomes watchful. The heart becomes sober. The 
mouth becomes bold. The feet become cleaner. The eyes look up. That is what the coming 
King does to those who believe His word. 

Conclusion 

So let the lie be buried. Jesus Christ is not permanently soft, harmless, and passive. He is 
merciful, yes, but He is also holy. He is compassionate, yes, but He is also absolute. He is 
gracious, yes, but He is also the Judge of all the earth. The same Christ who wept also 
warned. The same Christ who healed also rebuked. The same Christ who received sinners 
also pronounced woes. The same Christ who went meekly to the cross will one day return 
openly in wrath and righteousness. That is not a contradiction. That is the fullness of who 
He is. 

The world’s false christ is endlessly mild because the world wants a christ it can survive 
without repentance. It wants a savior who never confronts, never condemns, never 
narrows, never judges, and never returns in fury. But that christ is not in the Bible. He exists 
in the imagination of religious men who cannot endure the fear of the Lord. The Christ of 
Scripture made a whip. The Christ of Scripture spoke of hell. The Christ of Scripture 



exposed hypocrisy. The Christ of Scripture will tread the winepress of the wrath of Almighty 
God. Any picture of Jesus that leaves those truths out is not a fuller portrait. It is a mutilated 
one. 

So this essay stands as a warning and a correction. Do not let this age hand you a passive 
substitute in place of the coming King. Do not let soft religious sentiment rob you of the fear 
of God. Do not let anyone talk you into a christ who is all tenderness and no throne, all 
mercy and no majesty, all softness and no sword. The biblical Jesus Christ is the Lamb and 
the Lion, the Savior and the Judge, the One who says “Come” and the One who says 
“Depart.” He is coming again, and when He does, every false image of Him will collapse. 
Better to bow now before the true Christ in grace than face Him later in wrath. 

 

 

12 of 20: The Biblical Jesus vs. The World’s False Christ - The Bridegroom of the Church 
vs. the Christ of Global Religion 

Introduction 

One of the clearest signs that this world is racing toward final deception is the growing 
obsession with a global spirituality broad enough to include everybody, offend nobody for 
long, blur every doctrinal line, and wrap all religions, symbols, traditions, and mystical 
impulses into one giant spiritual umbrella. That spirit is not from God. It is not the Holy 
Spirit preparing the bride for Christ. It is the spirit of antichrist preparing the nations for a 
counterfeit unity. The biblical Jesus Christ is not building a vague spiritual coalition. He is 
not the mascot of a world religion. He is not the universal symbol of everybody’s private 
spirituality. He is the Head of the body, the Church. He is the Bridegroom of a blood-bought 
bride. He is gathering out a people for His name, not baptizing every path on earth into one 
giant religious merger. That distinction must be made plainly in this hour, because 
multitudes are too intoxicated with unity language to notice they are being trained for a lie. 

The real Christ has a people. That simple truth offends the ecumenical spirit because it 
introduces distinction, identity, covenant, blood, redemption, and separation. The Church 
is not just a collection of spiritually curious people who appreciate Jesus in a broad sense. 
The Church is the body of Christ, made up of born-again believers baptized by one Spirit 
into one body. It is not built by sentiment. It is not held together by interfaith goodwill. It is 
not created through ceremonial membership or institutional prestige. It is formed through 
the new birth and sealed by the Holy Ghost. The Lord Jesus Christ “loved the church, and 
gave himself for it” (Ephesians 5:25). That statement alone destroys the whole global-
religion fantasy. He did not give Himself to create a one-world spirituality where truth and 



error sit at the same table. He gave Himself for a specific redeemed people who belong to 
Him by purchase. 

That is why the world’s false christ is so useful to the devil. He belongs to everybody and 
nobody. He can be spoken of in cathedrals, temples, panels, conferences, global summits, 
artistic spaces, mystical circles, political prayer events, and interfaith gatherings without 
anyone having to bow to the exclusive claims of the gospel. He is broad enough for a 
collapsing age. He is vague enough for a pluralistic culture. He is spiritual enough to sound 
heavenly while remaining detached from the blood, the new birth, the narrow way, and the 
bride. But the Christ of Scripture does not call all religions to merge into one. He calls His 
people out of the world unto Himself. He sanctifies them by His truth. He washes them 
with water by the word. He prepares them for a marriage, not a merger. 

1. Christ Is the Head of a Body, Not the Symbol of a Spiritual Cloud 

The New Testament does not present Jesus Christ as the centerpiece of an undefined 
spiritual atmosphere. It presents Him as the Head of a body. “And he is the head of the 
body, the church” (Colossians 1:18). That language matters. A body is not vapor. A body is 
not broad interfaith sentiment. A body is not a religious cloud of mutual appreciation. A 
body has life, order, connection, and identity. The members belong to one another because 
they are joined to the Head. That is the Church. It is a living organism formed by the Spirit of 
God through union with Jesus Christ. You do not drift into it through vague spirituality. You 
are placed into it by God. 

That is one reason the global-religion spirit is so anti-biblical. It hates fixed spiritual identity. 
It wants religious language without doctrinal bone structure. It wants Christ without His 
body, spirituality without regeneration, unity without truth, and belonging without 
conversion. But the real Christ does not float above the Church in some detached universal 
haze. He is the Head of the Church. That means relationship to Him is not abstract. It is 
covenantal, redemptive, and organic. The believer is not merely inspired by Christ. He is 
joined to Christ. He is not just drawn to Christ’s ideas. He is in Christ. That is an entirely 
different category from the world’s vague spiritual admiration. 

And because Christ is the Head of the body, He governs it. He nourishes it. He directs it. He 
loves it. He sanctifies it. That means He is not available to become the generic spiritual 
property of the whole world in the way global religion wants Him to be. The body belongs to 
the Head, and the Head belongs to the body in that covenant sense. The world’s false christ 
can be attached to everybody’s religious project because he has no defined body and no 
blood-bought people. The biblical Christ cannot be absorbed into that fog. He stands as 
the living Head of a living Church. 



2. The Church Was Purchased by Blood, Not Formed by Shared Sentiment 

One of the great truths this age hates is that the Church exists because of blood. Not 
shared values. Not broad spirituality. Not cultural Christianity. Not humanitarian concern. 
Blood. Paul told the Ephesian elders that God had purchased the Church “with his own 
blood” (Acts 20:28). That verse should thunder through every interfaith fantasy on earth. 
The Church is not a sentimental coalition. It is a purchased possession. It exists because 
Jesus Christ shed His blood. That blood bought a people, not a global spiritual mood. 

This is what makes the world’s false christ so dangerous. He wants unity without purchase, 
belonging without atonement, spirituality without the cross, and fellowship without the 
new birth. He wants people to feel connected around spiritual symbolism, moral 
aspiration, or global peace language while bypassing the blood. But there is no Church 
without the blood. There is no bride without the blood. There is no access to God without 
the blood. You do not build Christ’s people through interfaith blending. You do not gather 
Christ’s bride through vague reverence. You do it through the preaching of the gospel, the 
new birth, and the redeeming blood of the Son of God. 

And that means the real Church will always be narrower than the world’s religious 
umbrella. It must be. The blood excludes all rival grounds of access. If the Church is bought 
by Christ’s blood, then no religion that rejects His atonement belongs inside that redeemed 
company. No mystical system, no sacramental counterfeit, no broad humanitarian 
spirituality, no universalist dream can enter there apart from faith in the blood. The 
counterfeit christ of global religion hates that because it ruins the merger. But the biblical 
Christ insists on it because the blood is the line between the redeemed and the religious. 

3. The Bridegroom Has a Bride, Not a Worldwide Interfaith Collective 

One of the most tender and glorious pictures in Scripture is that of Christ and His bride. The 
Church is not merely described as a body but also as a bride. That means affection, 
covenant, exclusivity, and preparation. The Lord Jesus Christ is not building a spiritually 
open-ended collective where everybody can bring his idols, doctrines, and false gods into 
one shared sacred space. He is preparing a bride for Himself. Paul said, “I have espoused 
you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ” (2 Corinthians 
11:2). That is not the language of interfaith blending. That is the language of holy exclusivity. 

A bride is not common property. A bridegroom is not in a vague relationship with the whole 
world in the same covenant sense. There is distinction there. There is identity there. There 
is jealousy there in the holy sense. There is preparation there. Christ is not marrying 
Babylon. He is not wedding Himself to the religions of the nations merged together in one 
broad spiritual coalition. He is coming for His bride. He is sanctifying her now. He is 



washing her now. He is getting her ready. That destroys the fantasy of a christ who belongs 
to every path equally. The biblical Christ belongs to His bride, and she belongs to Him. 

This is also why spiritual adultery is such a serious theme in Scripture. When God speaks of 
His people joining themselves to idols, false worship, and spiritual compromise, He uses 
the language of harlotry. Why? Because covenant love and false union do not mix. The 
global-religion spirit says they do. It says the highest good is spiritual togetherness no 
matter what truths must be sacrificed. But the Bridegroom of the Church says otherwise. 
He calls His people to purity, loyalty, separation, and readiness. A bride does not prepare 
by embracing every rival suitor. She prepares by keeping herself for the bridegroom. 

4. The Christ of Global Religion Is Broad Because He Is False 

The world’s false christ is broad enough for everybody because he is not real. That is the 
simplest way to say it. He can sit comfortably in global spirituality because he has been 
stripped of everything in the biblical Christ that offends fallen man. He has no blood that 
excludes rival access. He has no doctrine that draws hard lines. He has no bride that 
requires distinction. He has no gospel that says men must be born again. He has no 
jealousy for truth. He has no demand for separation from false worship. He is broad 
because he is hollow. 

This is why the global-religion christ always sounds warm at first and spiritually empty 
afterward. He is all atmosphere and no authority. All embrace and no repentance. All 
togetherness and no truth. He exists to help the world feel spiritual while moving further 
from the Son of God. Men say, “Can we not all just come together around Jesus?” But 
which Jesus? The one who said, “No man cometh unto the Father, but by me”? The one 
who said, “Ye must be born again”? The one who warned of false prophets and broad 
destruction? Or the softened symbol the world has invented so that every religion can say 
the name without trembling at the truth? 

The biblical Christ is too sharp for global religion. He is too exclusive, too doctrinal, too 
blood-centered, too holy, too narrow, and too jealous of truth. That is why the world needs 
another one. It needs a christ that can belong to all while claiming nothing. But a christ who 
belongs to all religions equally belongs to none of them in the biblical sense. The real Christ 
is not broad because He is the truth. Truth narrows. Truth defines. Truth excludes what 
contradicts it. The global-religion christ is broad because he is a counterfeit built for 
compromise. 

5. Christ Calls His People Out of the World, Not Deeper Into It 

The Lord Jesus Christ does not call His people into deeper fusion with the world’s religious 
systems. He calls them out. “Come out from among them, and be ye separate” is not a line 



dead in some forgotten corner of Scripture. It expresses the whole instinct of biblical 
separation. Believers are in the world, yes, but not of it. The Church is sent into the world to 
preach the gospel, but not to disappear into the world’s spiritual mixture. The Son of God 
prayed, “They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world” (John 17:16). That does 
not sound like preparation for one-world religious unity. It sounds like holy distinction. 

This is where the contrast becomes unmistakable. The false christ of global religion keeps 
telling people to erase distinctions for the sake of peace. The biblical Christ sanctifies by 
truth. He does not say error and truth should hold hands in a larger sacred space. He says, 
“Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth” (John 17:17). Sanctification separates. It 
marks off. It cleanses. It sets apart unto God. That is exactly what global religion hates. It 
wants the language of holiness without the act of separation. It wants the beauty of 
spirituality without the offense of truth. 

And this call out of the world is not merely external separation. It is a call into Christ 
Himself. He does not pull His people out so that they can stand empty-handed in a 
religious vacuum. He calls them unto Himself. He gathers them. He shepherds them. He 
nourishes them. He gives them identity in Himself that makes all the world’s false unions 
look thin and powerless. The one-world religion spirit says, “Join the global chorus.” The 
true Christ says, “Follow me.” One dissolves the soul into collective spiritual fog. The other 
brings the soul into covenant nearness with the Son of God. 

6. The Counterfeit Christ Prepares the Ground for End-Times Unification 

There is also a prophetic side to this issue that cannot be ignored. The counterfeit christ of 
global religion is not merely a present nuisance. He is preparation. He is conditioning. He is 
softening the ground for the day when the world is ready to merge politics, spirituality, 
symbolism, and power into one massive counterfeit system. Revelation does not describe 
the last days as a time of doctrinal precision and biblical separation among the nations. It 
describes deception, worship of the beast, false signs, and a world ready to wonder after a 
false savior. How does a world get ready for that? By being trained to think broad spiritual 
unity is the highest good. 

That is exactly what the global-religion christ does. He teaches men to prize togetherness 
over truth, symbolism over revelation, inclusion over repentance, peace language over 
blood redemption, and shared spirituality over the narrow gospel of Jesus Christ. Once 
men are conditioned to think that way, they are easier prey for the final counterfeit. They are 
already accustomed to a christ broad enough to unite religions. They are already 
comfortable with a spirituality detached from the new birth. They are already suspicious of 
Bible believers who insist on truth and separation. The stage is being set in plain sight. 



The biblical Christ prepares for something very different. He prepares a bride. He prepares 
a people. He prepares the Church for translation, not for merger. He prepares saints for 
faithfulness, not for absorption into global spirituality. He prepares His own to recognize 
His voice and reject strangers. That is why this issue is not merely about comparative 
religion. It is about end-times discernment. A man who cannot tell the difference between 
the Bridegroom of the Church and the christ of global religion will be in terrible shape when 
the final counterfeit steps forward with signs, unity, and worldwide admiration. 

7. The Real Christ Is Building a True Church of Born-Again Believers 

At the center of all this stands one unshakable truth: the biblical Jesus Christ is building His 
Church. He said, “I will build my church” (Matthew 16:18). Not a global spiritual coalition. 
Not a one-world religious platform. Not a vague network of all sincere seekers. His Church. 
That Church is made up of those who have been born again, justified by faith, washed in 
the blood, sealed by the Spirit, and joined to Him. It is not created by ceremonies, inherited 
by culture, or assembled by ecumenical diplomacy. It is supernatural from start to finish. 

That truth should steady every believer in an age of religious confusion. Christ has not lost 
control because the world is rushing toward false unity. He is still building His Church. He 
still saves sinners out of darkness. He still calls men out of dead religion. He still adds to 
the body such as should be saved. He still prepares His bride. He still gives pastors, 
evangelists, teachers, and gifts to the body for edification. He is not wringing His hands, 
hoping the world’s spiritual systems might blend into something useful. He is building 
exactly what He said He would build. 

And because He is building a true Church, believers must not be ashamed to insist on the 
distinction. The Church is not everybody who says “Lord, Lord.” The Church is not every 
institution with religious language. The Church is not all baptized religion. The Church is not 
the global spiritual family of mankind. The Church is Christ’s blood-bought body, His bride, 
His people. To say that is not sectarian pride. It is biblical clarity. The counterfeit christ 
erases the line. The biblical Christ draws it in His own blood. 

Conclusion 

So the issue in this essay is clear. The biblical Jesus Christ is the Bridegroom of the Church, 
the Head of the body, the One who loved the Church and gave Himself for it. He is not the 
mascot of a world religion, not the universal property of every spiritual path, and not the 
center of a broad interfaith coalition. He has a people, purchased by blood, born again by 
the Spirit, sanctified by truth, and called out of the world unto Himself. That is the beauty 
and glory of the true Christ. 



The world’s false christ of global religion is attractive because he asks so little and includes 
so much. He can be used by everybody because he is emptied of biblical substance. He 
helps prepare the nations for a spirituality of mixture, merger, and final deception. He is 
broad enough for Babylon. But the biblical Christ is not building Babylon. He is building His 
Church. He is preparing His bride. He is separating a people unto Himself. He is not broad 
in the way the world admires. He is faithful in the way heaven honors. 

So let this stand as both warning and comfort. Warning, because any christ who fits neatly 
into global religious unity is not the Christ of Scripture. Comfort, because the real Lord 
Jesus Christ has not left His people to the confusion of the age. He knows His bride. He is 
washing her now. He is preparing her now. He will receive her to Himself. And every 
counterfeit spiritual system this world is building will one day collapse under the blazing 
reality of the Bridegroom’s appearing. Until then, the Church does not need to merge with 
the world’s religion. She needs to remain faithful to her Husband. 

 

 

13 of 20: The Biblical Jesus vs. The World’s False Christ - The Jesus of Repentance vs. 
the Jesus of Affirmation 

Introduction 

One of the most dangerous lies in this generation is the idea that Jesus Christ came mainly 
to affirm people as they are, reassure them in their present state, and leave them 
essentially untouched so long as they feel seen, included, and emotionally comforted. That 
lie is everywhere now. It is in pulpits, devotionals, social media posts, counseling language, 
soft church culture, and the sentimental religion of a world that wants the benefits of Jesus 
without the demands of His holiness. Men say Jesus receives sinners, and that is true. But 
then they twist that truth into a counterfeit, as though receiving sinners means approving 
their sin, ignoring their guilt, bypassing their need for repentance, and protecting them from 
the sharp edge of conviction. The biblical Jesus never did that for one second. He received 
sinners, yes, but He received them as a Savior, not as a divine life coach sent to help them 
feel more secure in their rebellion. 

The first public thrust of Christ’s ministry was not affirmation. It was repentance. “Repent 
ye, and believe the gospel” (Mark 1:15). That is not the message of a christ who came to 
flatter the old man. That is the message of the Son of God confronting a fallen race with the 
absolute necessity of turning from sin and turning to God. The real Jesus did not come to 
make men more comfortable on the road to destruction. He came to stop them on that 
road. He did not come to pat sinners on the back and tell them they were basically fine. He 



came to tell them they were lost, guilty, blind, dead, and in desperate need of new life. That 
is love in its highest form. But this age hates that kind of love because it wounds pride 
before it heals the soul. 

That is why the world keeps inventing another jesus, a jesus of affirmation, a jesus who 
never confronts, never names sin plainly, never presses the conscience, never demands 
repentance, and never lets a man feel the terrifying weight of standing wrong before a holy 
God. That jesus is a fraud. He is built for an age that worships emotional comfort, self-
acceptance, and personal validation more than truth. He tells people conviction is 
harmful, that any preaching that pierces the conscience is mean-spirited, and that calling 
men to repentance is narrow, severe, and legalistic. But the biblical Jesus wounds in order 
to heal. He convicts in order to save. He exposes in order to cleanse. He never leaves a 
sinner where He found him. Any jesus who never demands repentance is not the Jesus 
Christ of the Bible. 

1. The First Message of Jesus Was Repentance, Not Affirmation 

The modern church world has worked very hard to make Jesus sound like He began His 
ministry by saying, “You are loved just the way you are, and I am here to help you flourish in 
your authentic self.” But the Bible will not let that lie stand. When the Lord Jesus Christ 
stepped into His public ministry, the message was plain: “The time is fulfilled, and the 
kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel” (Mark 1:15). That is the 
opening note. Not self-affirmation. Not self-esteem. Not emotional reassurance detached 
from truth. Repentance and faith. Turning and trusting. Brokenness and belief. That is the 
doorway into real contact with the Son of God. 

Repentance is offensive to the flesh because it declares that something is fundamentally 
wrong with man as he is. It says the sinner does not merely need encouragement. He needs 
turning. He needs change. He needs to stop defending what God condemns and start 
bowing before what God has said. That is why the false christ of affirmation must erase 
repentance from the center. As long as repentance remains central, the sinner cannot stay 
enthroned in self. He has to yield. He has to confess. He has to forsake. He has to admit 
God is right and he is wrong. The affirming christ cannot allow that, because he exists to 
preserve the pride of the hearer while sounding compassionate. 

But Christ preached repentance because Christ loved souls. He knew exactly what sin 
does. He knew what wrath is. He knew what judgment is. He knew what hell is. He knew 
what a guilty conscience means before the Father. So He did not waste time flattering the 
disease. He went straight to the cure. Any christ who removes repentance from the front of 



the message has already changed the message. He may still use the name “Jesus,” but he 
is not preaching the same Christ who said, “Repent ye, and believe the gospel.” 

2. Receiving Sinners Is Not the Same as Approving Sin 

One of the most abused truths in modern religion is that Jesus received sinners. Men quote 
that truth as though it proves He would never confront, never rebuke, never expose, and 
never call anyone out of the life they were living. But that is not how Scripture presents the 
matter. Jesus received sinners in order to save them, forgive them, and transform them, not 
to give divine blessing to their current condition. He welcomed the broken, the outcast, the 
ashamed, and the guilty, but He never welcomed sin as harmless. He welcomed sinners 
with the purpose of redemption, not with the posture of moral indifference. 

Think about the woman taken in adultery. The Lord did not condemn her in the hypocritical 
way her accusers wanted, but neither did He affirm her adultery. He said, “go, and sin no 
more” (John 8:11). There is mercy there, but there is also moral command. There is grace 
there, but there is also confrontation. The same Christ who spared her from the stones 
refused to spare her sin from exposure. That is the biblical pattern. Mercy does not mean 
Christ pretends sin is not sin. Mercy means He deals with sinners in such a way that there 
is a way back to God through grace and truth. 

The jesus of affirmation cannot do that because he has been constructed around the 
principle that the highest good is protecting a person’s current self-understanding. So he 
must reinterpret acceptance as approval. He must make welcome mean endorsement. He 
must turn compassion into indulgence. But the real Christ is too holy for that and too loving 
for that. He receives sinners precisely because they need to be rescued from what they are 
and from what they have done. He does not receive them in order to pronounce them 
spiritually healthy in the condition that is killing them. 

3. Conviction Is Not Cruelty but Mercy 

This generation has been taught to treat conviction like a form of emotional violence. If 
preaching cuts, it is called harmful. If the conscience is troubled, it is called toxic. If sin is 
named, it is called judgmental. If repentance is demanded, it is called harsh. That is a 
complete reversal of biblical reality. Conviction is mercy. Conviction is the kindness of God 
pressing truth onto a deadened conscience. Conviction is the light turning on in a dark 
room. Conviction is the alarm bell that keeps a man from sleeping peacefully through a 
house fire. To remove conviction from Christianity is not compassion. It is spiritual murder. 

When Peter preached at Pentecost, the hearers were “pricked in their heart” (Acts 2:37). 
That was not a failure in tone. That was the Spirit of God doing His work. They were cut 
before they were comforted. They were pierced before they were given peace. Why? 



Because men do not get healed by hiding from their guilt. They get healed by being brought 
face to face with it and then shown the remedy in Christ. The false christ of affirmation 
wants to eliminate the prick in the heart. He wants people soothed into a feeling of spiritual 
wellness without ever passing through the door of biblical conviction. 

The Lord Jesus Christ Himself brought conviction everywhere He went. Nicodemus was 
unsettled. The Samaritan woman was exposed. The rich young ruler was pierced. The 
Pharisees were unmasked. The disciples themselves were corrected again and again. That 
was not because Christ lacked tenderness. It was because He knew that a conscience left 
untroubled in falsehood is a soul being prepared for judgment. Better to be wounded by 
truth and driven to Christ than to be affirmed in error and drift into hell with a smile on your 
face. 

4. The Jesus of Affirmation Protects Pride Instead of Killing It 

At the root of this whole matter is pride. Fallen man does not mind receiving comfort from 
Jesus as long as he can stay on the throne of self while receiving it. He does not mind 
religious affection, spiritual atmosphere, or inspirational language if none of it requires him 
to bow low, confess sin, and abandon self-rule. That is why the jesus of affirmation is so 
attractive. He protects pride. He lets man remain the center while still talking about Christ. 
He offers divine warmth without divine dethronement. 

But the biblical Jesus destroys pride. He says things like, “Blessed are the poor in spirit.” He 
says a man must become as a little child. He says publicans and harlots may go into the 
kingdom before religious men full of themselves. He teaches that whoever exalteth himself 
shall be abased. He tells men to deny themselves, take up their cross, and follow Him. 
None of that flatters pride. All of it crushes it. The true Christ is not there to improve your 
self-image while you remain lord over your own life. He is there to bring you to the place 
where you say with the publican, “God be merciful to me a sinner.” 

The affirming christ is therefore not only false but deeply anti-cross in spirit. He does not 
lead men to self-denial. He leads them to self-preservation. He does not lead them to 
spiritual poverty. He leads them to spiritual self-protection. He does not lead them to 
confess with brokenness. He leads them to reinterpret rebellion as emotional need and 
pride as personal dignity. But Christ does not negotiate with human pride. He brings it 
down. And until a man is willing to come down, he cannot know the healing grace of the 
Son of God. 

5. Christ Wounds in Order to Heal 

One of the most neglected truths in modern preaching is that Christ wounds in order to 
heal. He does not wound for cruelty’s sake. He wounds because the disease must be 



exposed. He wounds because the tumor of sin cannot be healed by a warm blanket laid 
over it. He wounds because false peace is more dangerous than pain. The Lord told the 
church of Laodicea that His rebuke and chastening were expressions of love. That is the 
real Christ. He does not always sound soothing at first because He is trying to save souls, 
not merely settle nerves. 

Look again at the way He dealt with people. He told one man to sell all he had and follow 
Him. He told another that unless he was born again, he could not see the kingdom of God. 
He told crowds that except they ate His flesh and drank His blood in the spiritual sense of 
total dependence on His sacrificial work, they had no life in them. He told religious leaders 
their father was the devil. Those are wounds. Those are cuts. Those are severe moments. 
But every one of them was an act of truth from the lips of the only One who could truly heal. 

The jesus of affirmation has no category for that. He would call it poor bedside manner. He 
would suggest that the Lord should have validated before confronting, soothed before 
exposing, and accommodated before pressing. But that jesus does not understand souls. 
The real Jesus Christ knows exactly how deep the sickness goes. He knows when a man 
needs tenderness and when he needs a sword. He knows when to bind up and when to cut 
away. He is not less loving because He wounds. He is more loving because He refuses to 
treat a fatal spiritual disease like a minor emotional bruise. 

6. Repentance Is Not Legalism but the Doorway to Life 

This generation has also learned to call almost everything biblical “legalism” if it makes the 
flesh uncomfortable. Call men to holiness, and somebody cries legalism. Call them to 
repentance, and somebody says you are grace-deficient. Call sin what it is, and somebody 
accuses you of mean-spirited religion. But repentance is not legalism. Repentance is not a 
works-system. Repentance is not man saving himself by sorrow. Repentance is a God-ward 
turning of the heart in which a sinner agrees with God against his sin and comes to Christ in 
faith. It is part of the doorway, not the enemy of grace. 

The false christ of affirmation hates repentance because repentance introduces moral 
seriousness into the relationship between sinner and Savior. It says the sinner cannot stay 
neutral about his sin. He cannot merely feel comforted while secretly making peace with 
what God condemns. He must turn. He must bow. He must forsake. That is exactly what 
the affirming system wants to avoid because it has built its whole appeal on preserving 
people from the discomfort of decisive turning. It wants a Jesus who says, “Come as you 
are and stay as you are, because any call to change would be spiritually harmful.” But the 
biblical Jesus says, “Come as you are, but do not expect to remain what sin made you.” 



That is why true grace and repentance are not enemies. Grace gives the sinner hope that 
there is mercy with God. Repentance brings the sinner to the place where he stops 
excusing what grace came to save him from. The affirming christ severs that union. He 
offers grace without turning, welcome without change, and comfort without surrender. But 
that is not grace. That is a counterfeit mercy that leaves men unreconciled to God. The true 
Christ gives grace powerful enough to forgive and holy enough to transform. 

7. A Jesus Who Never Demands Change Is Another Jesus 

At the end of the day, the test becomes very simple. What kind of change does your jesus 
require? Does he leave you untouched in your rebellion, content in your self-rule, and at 
ease in your sin so long as you feel spiritually included? Then he is another jesus. Does he 
make no demand for repentance, no call to holiness, no insistence on new birth, and no 
confrontation with sin? Then he is another jesus. Does he exist mainly to affirm your 
present identity rather than conform you to the image of Christ? Then he is another jesus. 

The biblical Jesus changes people. Zacchaeus did not stay the same. The woman at the 
well did not stay the same. Mary Magdalene did not stay the same. Saul of Tarsus certainly 
did not stay the same. The disciples themselves were transformed. Why? Because the real 
Christ never enters a life merely to decorate it. He enters to rule it. He enters to cleanse it. 
He enters to make all things new. He does not save men in their sins in the sense of leaving 
them there untouched. He saves them from their sins, and that salvation reaches into the 
whole fabric of life. 

This is why the affirming christ is so appealing to apostate religion. He can gather crowds 
without demanding a cross. He can create emotional attachment without producing holy 
fear. He can fill buildings with people who feel accepted while remaining strangers to 
repentance. But the true Christ is not interested in gathering admirers who remain 
unchanged. He is gathering disciples, saints, redeemed sinners, and blood-washed people 
who have been turned from darkness to light. The jesus of affirmation may soothe the 
crowd, but only the Jesus of repentance saves the soul. 

Conclusion 

So the line in this essay must be drawn as sharply as Scripture draws it. The biblical Jesus 
Christ is the Jesus of repentance. He receives sinners, yes, but never in order to leave them 
untouched. He loves them enough to expose them, convict them, call them, and change 
them. He wounds in order to heal. He rebukes in order to save. He presses the conscience 
because He knows what sin is doing to the soul. He says, “Repent ye, and believe the 
gospel,” because there is no real peace apart from turning to God through Him. 



The world’s false christ is the jesus of affirmation. He exists to preserve self, protect pride, 
and reinterpret conviction as cruelty. He tells men they are fine as they are, that any call to 
repentance is legalistic, and that Christ’s highest role is to help them feel better about 
themselves. But that jesus cannot save. He may create emotional attachment, religious 
atmosphere, and spiritual language, but he cannot reconcile a sinner to God because he 
never brings the sinner to the truth about his condition. He offers comfort without 
cleansing, welcome without transformation, and grace without holiness. 

So let it be said plainly and remembered well: any jesus who never demands repentance is 
another jesus. Any christ who comforts without convicting is a counterfeit. Any savior who 
leaves men at peace with what God condemns is not the Son of God revealed in Scripture. 
The true Lord Jesus Christ is far better than the world’s fraud. He does not merely affirm 
men in the state that is destroying them. He calls them out of darkness into light. He does 
not merely soothe. He saves. And every sinner who has truly met Him knows that His 
wounds were mercy, His conviction was love, and His call to repentance was the doorway 
to life. 

 

 

14 of 20: The Biblical Jesus vs. The World’s False Christ - The Shepherd of Souls vs. the 
Entertainer of Crowds 

Introduction 

One of the clearest marks of apostasy in this generation is the way church culture has 
drifted from shepherding souls into entertaining crowds. Men now build ministries the way 
the world builds shows. They study attention spans, stage presence, brand tone, emotional 
flow, visual aesthetics, lighting, music swells, applause moments, social shareability, and 
personality magnetism, all while speaking the name of Jesus Christ as though He existed to 
help them keep the room energized and the machine expanding. But the biblical Jesus 
Christ is not the entertainer of crowds. He is the Shepherd of souls. He is not the Master of 
atmosphere. He is the Lord of truth. He is not obsessed with keeping people impressed. He 
is concerned with whether they are converted, sanctified, corrected, fed, and prepared for 
eternity. That is a completely different spirit. 

The false christ of crowd religion is easy to spot once your eyes are open. He is always 
being marketed through spectacle. He shows up in systems where the highest goals are 
engagement, momentum, emotional lift, public enthusiasm, and visible success. His 
ministers talk about impact while neglecting doctrine, about reach while neglecting 
holiness, about influence while neglecting repentance, and about atmosphere while 



neglecting the fear of God. They may still use the Bible in places, but the engine driving the 
whole thing is not truth. It is experience. They are not really shepherding sheep. They are 
managing audiences. They are not really feeding souls. They are curating reactions. That is 
not the ministry style of the Good Shepherd. That is religious showmanship with a thin 
spiritual gloss. 

The real Jesus Christ fed multitudes, yes, but He never manipulated crowds to keep them. 
He healed, yes, but He never used miracles as stagecraft to build a personality cult. He 
spoke with authority, but He never trimmed truth to preserve attendance. In fact, one of the 
clearest things in the Gospels is that the more plainly He spoke, the more superficial 
followers began to peel away. He was not afraid of that. He did not panic when the numbers 
dipped. He did not soften His message to hold the room. He shepherded souls toward 
truth, even when truth scattered the crowd. That is one of the sharpest contrasts between 
the biblical Jesus and the world’s false christ. One would rather lose the crowd than lose 
the truth. The other would rather lose the truth than lose the crowd. 

1. The Good Shepherd Knows Sheep, Not Just Audiences 

When Jesus Christ described Himself in John 10, He did not call Himself the manager of a 
movement, the architect of a platform, or the curator of unforgettable experiences. He 
said, “I am the good shepherd” (John 10:11). That title tells you everything about His 
posture toward His people. A shepherd knows sheep. He leads them. He guards them. He 
feeds them. He goes before them. He lays down his life for them. He is not using them as 
metrics. He is not handling them as crowd energy. He is dealing with them personally, 
sacrificially, and truthfully. The biblical Christ has names for His sheep, not just numbers. 

That is exactly what entertainment-driven religion cannot replicate. It may gather large 
numbers, stir emotions, produce memorable moments, and generate excitement, but it 
often has very little actual shepherding in it. Souls get lost in the machinery. People 
become audience units, attendance figures, volunteer energy, giving potential, or social 
proof for the success of the brand. But sheep are not numbers to Christ. They are blood-
bought souls. They are people He knows, calls, corrects, nourishes, and secures. The real 
Christ does not build crowds for vanity. He gathers sheep for care. 

And that means His ministry cannot be evaluated by the same standards crowd religion 
uses. A shepherd is not failing because the sheep are not clapping. A shepherd is not weak 
because he is not flashy. A shepherd is not behind the times because he values truth over 
atmosphere. The issue is not whether the room buzzes. The issue is whether the sheep are 
being fed the word of God, protected from wolves, called out of error, and led in paths of 
righteousness. The Good Shepherd is not a showman. He is a keeper of souls. 



2. Jesus Fed Multitudes but Refused to Build a Crowd Religion 

It is true that Jesus Christ ministered to large multitudes. The Bible is plain about that. He 
fed thousands. He healed publicly. Crowds followed Him. But the crucial difference is this: 
He never treated the crowd as the point. He never built His ministry around keeping mass 
excitement high. He never preached merely to preserve momentum. He dealt with the 
multitude compassionately, but He did not let the multitude dictate His message. That is 
where modern crowd religion parts company with Him. 

John 6 is one of the strongest chapters in the Bible for exposing this. The Lord fed the five 
thousand, and the people were thrilled. They wanted more of that kind of Messiah. They 
wanted the bread, the spectacle, the visible provision, the public power. But when Christ 
began preaching Himself as the Bread of Life and pressing them toward true faith in His 
sacrificial mission, the atmosphere changed. The same chapter that begins with a great 
miracle and crowd excitement ends with many disciples walking away. “From that time 
many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him” (John 6:66). That did not 
happen because Jesus failed at retention strategy. It happened because He would not turn 
His ministry into a crowd religion. 

And note carefully what He did not do. He did not chase them down with a softer version. 
He did not say, “Let me adjust that message so more of you stay.” He did not start a 
secondary program to keep the disengaged connected. He turned to the twelve and asked, 
“Will ye also go away?” That is the Lord of glory. He would rather stand with truth and a few 
true followers than rule over a swelling crowd built on misunderstanding and carnal 
enthusiasm. The entertainer of crowds cannot do that, because the crowd is his oxygen. 
The Good Shepherd can do that, because truth is His mission. 

3. The False Christ of Crowd Religion Depends on Atmosphere 

One of the clearest signs of entertainment-driven Christianity is its dependence on 
atmosphere. The whole service is often engineered around emotional lift. Music swells at 
the right moments. Lighting guides the mood. Speech patterns are tuned for reaction. 
Humor relaxes the room. Stories disarm resistance. Visual production creates a sense of 
scale. The atmosphere becomes the carrier of authority rather than the word of God itself. 
People leave saying, “I felt something powerful,” while being strangely unable to articulate 
what truth they were actually confronted with. 

Now atmosphere is not evil in itself. Every room has some atmosphere. The problem begins 
when atmosphere replaces substance as the main instrument. The biblical Jesus Christ 
never needed theatrical conditions to make truth powerful. He spoke truth because truth is 
powerful. He did not require a manipulated emotional field to give His words force. “Never 



man spake like this man” because of what He said and who He was, not because the 
ambiance was curated. The false christ of crowd religion depends on atmosphere because 
his message often cannot stand on its own. 

This is why people trained by showmanship often become addicted to experience but weak 
in doctrine. They know how to respond to energy, but not how to endure in truth. They know 
how to ride a spiritual mood, but not how to suffer with Christ in quiet obedience. They 
know how to be moved, but not how to be established. The entertainer of crowds thrives on 
recurring emotional dependency. The Shepherd of souls builds people who can stand in a 
storm with an open Bible even when the room is quiet and the music is gone. 

4. The Good Shepherd Leads Toward Holiness, Not Mere Excitement 

The biblical Jesus Christ never treated spiritual excitement as the end goal of ministry. He 
was not trying to create an endless sequence of emotionally memorable moments. He was 
leading people toward holiness, truth, endurance, obedience, and faith. He wanted 
disciples, not just admirers. He wanted followers who would continue in His word, not just 
people who enjoyed the atmosphere around Him. He did not measure success by how 
many hands were raised in a moment. He measured truth by whether men received His 
words, kept His sayings, and followed Him in reality. 

That is why so much modern church culture feels spiritually intense and yet morally thin. It 
can produce excitement without depth, tears without repentance, enthusiasm without 
discipline, and a sense of divine nearness without the actual fruit of holiness. But the 
Shepherd of souls takes His people into green pastures and beside still waters for a 
purpose: “he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake” (Psalm 23:3). 
Righteousness. Not merely stimulation. Not merely engagement. Not merely uplift. The real 
Christ leads people toward lives that increasingly reflect His character and obey His word. 

The false christ of crowd religion often stops far short of that because holiness does not 
always feel exciting to the flesh. Endurance is not glamorous. Mortification is not stage-
friendly. Chastening is not marketable. Daily obedience is not flashy. The real Christ will 
take a soul through all of that because He is preparing saints, not cultivating fans. He is 
conforming believers to His image, not merely creating repeat attendees. That difference is 
vast. One leaves people entertained. The other leaves them changed. 

5. Entertaining Goats Is Easier Than Feeding Sheep 

There is a reason entertainment-driven ministries so often prefer the broad emotional 
approach. It is easier to gather goats with spectacle than to feed sheep with truth. Goats 
love excitement, novelty, charisma, and experience without the discipline of submission. 
Sheep need food. They need doctrine. They need correction. They need consistency. They 



need voice recognition. They need protection from wolves. That is slower work. Harder 
work. Less glamorous work. It does not always produce the kind of instant visible 
outcomes crowd religion celebrates. But it is the work Christ actually gave to under-
shepherds. 

The Lord told Peter, “Feed my sheep.” He did not say, “Impress the audience.” He did not 
say, “Build the largest room possible and keep the emotional intensity high.” He said, “Feed 
my sheep.” That means the ministry is word-centered, soul-centered, truth-centered, and 
care-centered. Sheep can starve in entertaining environments if the food is thin. They can 
be emotionally activated and spiritually malnourished at the same time. And goats may 
flourish in those same places because there is enough religion to excite them without 
enough truth to expose them. 

This is one reason so many churches can look strong outwardly while being desperately 
weak inwardly. The goats are engaged. The crowds are impressed. The metrics look healthy. 
But the sheep are underfed, under-protected, and under-formed. The Good Shepherd will 
not tolerate that forever. He knows the difference between gathered numbers and 
nourished souls. The false christ of crowd religion does not mind entertaining goats 
because he is not actually trying to make sheep. The real Christ gathers His sheep by His 
voice, feeds them by His word, and keeps them by His power. 

6. Christ Was Not Obsessed with Applause, Optics, or Scale 

This age worships scale. It worships visibility. It worships viral moments, platform growth, 
public reaction, and the aura of significance that comes with big numbers. That spirit has 
crept into church life in a massive way. Ministries can begin to think like corporations and 
perform like brands while still speaking Christian language. But the biblical Jesus Christ 
was not obsessed with optics. He did not chase applause. He did not need the visible signs 
of worldly success to validate His mission. He knew what was in man. He did not commit 
Himself to crowds merely because they were impressed. 

The Gospels repeatedly show Him doing things that would bewilder the modern strategist. 
He withdrew. He silenced publicity at times. He refused to hand Himself over to crowd 
expectations. He preached things that thinned out superficial followers. He invested deeply 
in a few. He spoke in ways that exposed motives rather than maximizing reactions. Why? 
Because He was not trying to build according to the logic of public spectacle. He was 
obeying the Father, telling the truth, and gathering His own. The Shepherd of souls does not 
need applause to know He is right. 

That is why faithful ministry today must be willing to look weak by modern standards. If the 
goal is faithfulness, then optics cannot be the master. If the goal is truth, then scale cannot 



define success. If the goal is shepherding souls, then applause cannot be the scoreboard. 
The entertainer of crowds must have visible validation because his system runs on 
reaction. The real Christ keeps walking in truth even when many turn back, because the 
measure of success is not noise. It is obedience. 

7. Spiritual Substance Outlasts Spiritual Experience 

This generation is more interested in spiritual experiences than spiritual substance. It 
wants moments, not maturity. It wants atmosphere, not endurance. It wants highs, not 
holiness. It wants language of encounter, breakthrough, and activation, but not much 
language of mortification, doctrine, discipline, and perseverance. That is exactly why the 
false christ of crowd religion does so well. He traffics in temporary intensity. He gives 
people enough sensation to keep them coming back for another hit, but not enough truth to 
root them deeply in Christ. 

The real Jesus Christ builds differently. He lays foundations. He teaches obedience. He 
forms endurance. He tells men to count the cost. He prepares them for persecution, not 
just for worship nights. He teaches them to hear His voice, not merely enjoy His 
atmosphere. He anchors them in truth so that when storms come, they do not collapse 
because the lights are off and the room is quiet. Spiritual substance outlasts spiritual 
experience every time. A man rooted in Christ by truth can endure prison, pain, obscurity, 
criticism, loneliness, and suffering. A man built on experience alone often withers the 
moment the mood changes. 

That is why the Shepherd of souls is infinitely better than the entertainer of crowds. The 
entertainer can move a room for an hour. The Shepherd can keep a saint for a lifetime. The 
entertainer can produce a reaction. The Shepherd can produce a disciple. The entertainer 
can make people say, “That was powerful.” The Shepherd can make them say, “Lord, to 
whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life.” And that is the real issue. Not 
whether the room was electrified, but whether eternal life, truth, and holiness are being 
laid into the soul. 

Conclusion 

So the line in this essay must be drawn clearly. The biblical Jesus Christ is the Shepherd of 
souls. He knows His sheep, feeds His sheep, protects His sheep, corrects His sheep, and 
leads His sheep into truth, holiness, and endurance. He is not the entertainer of crowds. 
He is not obsessed with numbers, applause, atmosphere, stagecraft, or public spectacle. 
He is interested in truth, discipleship, faithfulness, and eternal reality. He would rather 
preach hard truth and keep the real sheep than build a gigantic crowd on excitement and 
misunderstanding. 



The world’s false christ of crowd religion is built for another purpose entirely. He exists to 
keep people engaged, impressed, stirred, and emotionally attached. He can fill rooms, 
generate buzz, and create unforgettable experiences, but he often leaves people shallow, 
unstable, and unchanged. He entertains goats and underfeeds sheep. He thrives on 
atmosphere because the substance is thin. He measures success by visible reaction rather 
than spiritual formation. He is not the Christ of John 10. He is a showman dressed in 
religious language. 

So let this stand as a warning to this generation. Do not mistake movement for life, scale for 
blessing, or emotional power for spiritual truth. Do not assume that because a crowd is 
moved, Christ is honored. The true test is whether souls are being shepherded toward 
repentance, truth, holiness, and endurance in the word of God. The Good Shepherd still 
calls His sheep by name, and they still know His voice. A stranger they will not follow 
forever. And every ministry built on entertainment instead of shepherding will one day be 
exposed for what it really was when the Chief Shepherd appears. 

 

 

15 of 20: The Biblical Jesus vs. The World’s False Christ - The Sinless Son vs. the 
Humanized Jesus of Imagination 

Introduction 

One of the filthiest tricks of modern religion, modern media, and modern imagination is the 
way men try to make Jesus Christ “relatable” by dragging Him down into categories the 
Bible never permits. They are not content to see Him as the holy Son of God manifested in 
flesh. They want to make Him more like themselves in the worst ways. So they imagine a 
jesus who is inwardly conflicted the way they are conflicted, morally uncertain the way they 
are uncertain, psychologically fractured the way they are fractured, romantically tempted 
in ways Scripture never suggests, politically restless in the modern ideological sense, and 
emotionally unstable in ways that would make Him no different in moral substance from 
fallen men. They tell themselves this makes Him easier to understand. What it really does 
is destroy the Christ of Scripture and replace Him with another jesus built in the image of a 
corrupt age. 

The biblical Jesus Christ was fully man, yes, and that truth must never be denied. He 
hungered. He thirsted. He slept. He grew weary. He wept. He suffered. He was tempted in 
all points like as we are. But the Holy Ghost did not stop there, because the point of that 
truth is not to invite men to project their corruption onto Him. The point is to show that in 
full humanity He remained absolutely pure. “Yet without sin” (Hebrews 4:15). Those four 



words are a wall of fire around the Person of Christ. They keep every false religion, every 
speculative imagination, every fleshly artist, and every clever blasphemer from dragging 
the Son of God down into the mud of Adam’s corruption. He was not merely better than us. 
He was sinless. He was not merely more disciplined than us. He was holy. He was not 
merely spiritually advanced. He was the spotless Lamb of God. 

And that matters more than many people realize. The sinlessness of Jesus Christ is not 
some technical doctrine for theologians to debate while ordinary believers move on to 
more practical things. It is one of the foundations of the gospel itself. A Savior with flaws 
cannot save. A Christ who is morally uncertain cannot be the Truth. A Redeemer stained by 
sin cannot wash sinners clean. A sacrificial Lamb with blemish cannot satisfy divine 
justice. If Jesus is just like us in sin, He is no Savior at all. He becomes another guilty man 
needing redemption Himself. But the Christ of Scripture stands utterly apart from us in this: 
though truly man, He was absolutely holy. That is why He could die for others and not for 
Himself. That is why He could be made sin for us, though He knew no sin. The humanized 
jesus of imagination is a fraud. The real Jesus Christ is the sinless Son. 

1. Full Humanity Does Not Mean Fallen Corruption 

One of the biggest doctrinal confusions in this age is the idea that if Jesus Christ was truly 
man, then He must have had the same inward moral corruption we have. That is a lie. It 
comes from men who do not understand the difference between humanity and depravity. 
Adam was fully man before he fell. Humanity itself is not sin. Sin is the corruption that 
entered through the fall. So when the Son of God took flesh, He took true humanity, but not 
fallen moral corruption. He became man without ceasing to be God, and He did so without 
inheriting the guilt and inward stain that marks the sons of Adam. 

That is why Scripture is so careful with His conception and birth. He was not generated the 
ordinary way under Adam’s headship. He was conceived by the Holy Ghost. The angel told 
Mary, “that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God” (Luke 
1:35). Notice that word: holy. Not potentially holy. Not morally developing toward holiness. 
Holy from the start. The Son of God did not enter the world as a morally neutral person who 
might go either way depending on choices and pressures. He entered as the Holy One of 
God. The incarnation is not God dipping Himself into sinfulness. It is God taking true 
humanity in perfect purity. 

This is where the humanized jesus of imagination commits its first crime. It confuses the 
weakness and limitations of genuine humanity with the moral defilement of fallen 
humanity. Yes, Christ grew tired. Yes, He suffered. Yes, He knew grief. Yes, He faced 
temptation. But none of that means He carried lust, pride, envy, inner filth, moral 



confusion, or sinful fracture inside Himself. Men want to smuggle those things in because 
they have lost the category of holy humanity. But Christ proves that true manhood is not 
sinful manhood. He is what man was meant to be under God, and infinitely more, because 
He is the God-man. 

2. “Yet Without Sin” Means Exactly What It Says 

Hebrews 4:15 is one of the great guardrails in all the Bible: “For we have not an high priest 
which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted 
like as we are, yet without sin.” That verse gives both truths at once. He was tempted like as 
we are. That protects His real humanity. Yet without sin. That protects His perfect holiness. 
Remove either side and you lose the Christ of Scripture. Deny His humanity, and you end 
up with a phantom. Deny His sinlessness, and you end up with a sinner. The Holy Ghost will 
let you do neither. 

Now temptation does not require inward corruption in order to be real. Adam was tempted 
before he fell. Christ was tempted though He never fell. The devil can present a temptation 
without the person tempted having some sinful inclination already inside that agrees with 
it. In us, temptation often resonates with an inward fallen bent because we are sinners. In 
Christ, temptation came from without, pressed on Him in real human conditions, and yet 
found no sin within to answer back. That is one reason His victory is so glorious. He did not 
merely manage sin better than we do. He had no sin nature cooperating with the 
temptation at all. 

The world’s false christ cannot allow that because it wants a Jesus who mirrors fallen man 
too closely. It wants to say, “He struggled with the same inner moral mess I do, so He 
understands me.” But the Bible gives you something better than that. It gives you a High 
Priest who truly understands your weakness without sharing your corruption. He knows 
suffering without sinning. He knows pressure without compromise. He knows temptation 
without defilement. He is able to succor them that are tempted precisely because He 
passed through the fire and came out spotless. A doctor does not need the disease in order 
to heal it. In fact, he must be free of it to do the work rightly. 

3. The Sinlessness of Christ Is Written All Through Scripture 

This is not a doctrine hanging on one verse. The whole New Testament bears witness to the 
sinlessness of Jesus Christ. He “did no sin” (1 Peter 2:22). He “knew no sin” (2 Corinthians 
5:21). “In him is no sin” (1 John 3:5). Pilate said, “I find no fault in him.” Judas, in one of the 
most terrible confessions in Scripture, admitted he had betrayed “the innocent blood.” The 
dying thief said, “this man hath done nothing amiss.” Even devils recognized Him as “the 
Holy One of God.” Everywhere you turn, Scripture is building a fence around His purity. 



And that fence is necessary because the fallen heart is always trying to climb over it. Men 
are strangely uncomfortable with a truly sinless Christ because His purity exposes their 
corruption. A Jesus who is a little flawed is easier to live with because then the sinner can 
reduce the moral distance between himself and the Lord. But a spotless Christ leaves no 
room for excuse. He stands there in the pages of Scripture with no moral stain, no wrong 
motive, no crooked impulse, no selfish compromise, and no hidden uncleanness. That is 
too much light for flesh to endure gladly, so flesh tries to muddy Him. 

But the Bible will not help flesh in that project. It keeps testifying that He is the 
unblemished Lamb, the righteous Servant, the Holy One. He can challenge His enemies, 
“Which of you convinceth me of sin?” and no one can answer. Imagine any other man on 
earth daring to say that truthfully. The only reason the Lord can say it is because He is 
exactly what Scripture says He is. He is not a man slowly overcoming his sinful self through 
superior spirituality. He is the sinless Son of God in flesh. That distinction is not small. It is 
everything. 

4. A Flawed Savior Could Never Be the Spotless Lamb 

The sacrificial system itself teaches why this doctrine matters. Under the law, the offering 
had to be without blemish. God did not ask for polluted sacrifices as though any old thing 
would do. The lamb pointed forward to Christ, and that lamb had to be spotless because 
the Lamb of God would be spotless. If Jesus had been morally stained, inwardly corrupt, or 
guilty of one sin, then the whole redemptive picture collapses. He would not be dying as 
the righteous for the unrighteous. He would be dying as one more sinner among sinners. 

That is why John the Baptist’s words are so powerful: “Behold the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world.” You cannot take away the sin of the world by being part of 
the same guilty pile. A drowning man cannot save other drowning men by sharing their 
helplessness only. He must have ground under His feet. Christ had that ground because He 
was sinless. He could stand where no other man could stand. He could offer Himself 
where no prophet, apostle, saint, or martyr could ever step in His place. He was not 
another needing cleansing. He was the cleanser. He was not another debtor. He was the 
payment. 

So the humanized jesus of imagination does not merely make Christ more relatable. He 
destroys the sacrifice. He turns the Lamb into another blemished animal. He turns 
redemption into theater. He empties the cross of substitutionary force. If Christ had inward 
flaws, then He could only die for Himself. But because He had none, He could be the just 
for the unjust. That is why the doctrine must be defended hard. Men may call it severe or 
overdrawn, but the gospel hangs on it. A stained savior is no savior. 



5. Modern Imagination Wants a Jesus in Its Own Fallen Image 

One of the reasons people keep inventing a flawed, conflicted, morally uncertain Jesus is 
because they cannot imagine holiness very well anymore. They know dysfunction better 
than purity. They know fragmentation better than integrity. They know lust, confusion, 
resentment, insecurity, and contradiction so intimately that when they think about Christ, 
they instinctively drag Him into those categories. They feel that if He does not share those 
exact inner corruptions, then He must be distant from them. So they remake Him in the 
image of fallen man and call it depth. 

This is why so much artistic and cultural treatment of Jesus becomes subtly blasphemous. 
He is presented as romantically entangled, politically confused, psychologically divided, 
inwardly compromised, or morally experimental. Men tell themselves they are making Him 
“human.” What they are actually doing is making Him fallen. But the Bible never gives 
permission for that. The real humanity of Christ is holy humanity. He is not a projection 
screen for postmodern inner chaos. He is the revelation of what true manhood under God 
looks like, and more than that, He is God manifest in the flesh. 

And here is the bitter irony: the more men try to make Him “relatable” by corrupting Him, 
the less they actually preserve anything helpful. Because a compromised Christ cannot 
save anybody. A confused Christ cannot reveal the Father. A morally uncertain Christ 
cannot be the Truth. A broken Christ cannot bind up the broken. Men think they are bringing 
Him closer by dragging Him downward, but in fact they are losing Him altogether. The true 
Christ is close enough already in His real humanity, and mighty enough in His sinlessness 
to do what no humanized counterfeit ever could. 

6. Christ’s Purity Is Not a Barrier to Mercy but the Basis of It 

Some people act as though insisting on Christ’s sinlessness makes Him less 
compassionate, less approachable, or less able to understand sinners. The opposite is 
true. His purity is the basis of His mercy, not a barrier to it. Because He is sinless, His 
compassion is not corrupt. Because He is holy, His love is not polluted. Because He is 
pure, His mercy does not become indulgence. He does not “understand” sinners by 
participating in their rebellion. He understands them from the perfect vantage point of holy 
truth and sacrificial love. 

Hebrews tells us He can be touched with the feeling of our infirmities. Praise God for that. 
But it does not say He shares our guilt in order to sympathize. It says He was tempted like 
as we are, yet without sin. That means His mercy is stronger than ours, not weaker. He is 
not compromised in the very places where we fall apart. He is not unstable where we are 
unstable. He is not clouded where we are clouded. He sees through the whole mess 



perfectly and still extends grace to those who come to Him. That is infinitely better than 
having a christ who merely echoes our dysfunction back to us. 

And because He is sinless, His compassion actually has saving force. A fellow sinner can 
pity you, but he cannot redeem you. A fellow struggler can empathize with you, but he 
cannot justify you. A fellow failure can sit beside you in the dark, but he cannot bring you 
into the light. Christ can. He can have mercy on the ignorant and on them that are out of the 
way because He is the holy High Priest. He can stoop without being stained. He can touch 
lepers without becoming unclean. He can eat with sinners without becoming a sinner. His 
purity does not make Him distant. It makes Him mighty to save. 

7. The Real Jesus Is Fully Man and Absolutely Holy 

The glory of Christ is not that He is less human than we are. The glory is that He is truly man 
in the fullest sense without any sin at all. He is not a half-man, nor a phantom, nor a 
detached divine apparition pretending at humanity. He is fully man. Yet He is absolutely 
holy. That is the wonder. In Him you see what manhood looks like under perfect obedience 
to God, never twisted by sin, never stained by lust, never bent by pride, never clouded by 
deceit. And because He is also God the Son, that holy humanity becomes the perfect 
instrument of redemption. 

This is one of the great mysteries and glories of the incarnation. We are used to pairing 
humanity with corruption because in the fallen race those things run together. But in Christ, 
you see humanity as God intended it, and more than that, you see the incarnate Son 
Himself. That is why He can be both our example and our Redeemer, but only in that order 
of truth. He is an example because He is holy. He is a Redeemer because He is sinless. He 
is not a flawed teacher trying to inspire better conduct in others. He is the spotless Savior 
who can both save and then teach His people how to walk. 

So the line must hold here with no compromise. Jesus Christ is not relatable because He 
shares our inward corruption. He is relatable because He truly took our nature and entered 
our condition of suffering, weakness, and temptation without ever yielding to sin. That 
makes Him able to represent us before God and save us to the uttermost. The false christ 
of imagination loses both halves. He corrupts the humanity and obscures the holiness. The 
biblical Christ preserves both perfectly: fully man, absolutely holy, forever worthy. 

Conclusion 

So let this be said as plainly as Scripture says it. The biblical Jesus Christ is the sinless Son. 
He was tempted in all points like as we are, yet without sin. He knew no sin. He did no sin. 
In Him is no sin. He is the Holy One of God, the spotless Lamb, the righteous Servant, the 
Savior who had no sins of His own to die for and therefore could die for ours. That is not a 



side doctrine. That is one of the pillars of the gospel. Break it, and the whole structure 
collapses. 

The world’s false christ of imagination wants to drag Jesus down into categories of moral 
flaw, inward confusion, romantic corruption, political agitation, and psychological fracture 
so that sinners may feel more comfortable around him. But a christ like that cannot save. A 
savior with blemish is no Lamb. A redeemer with guilt is no redeemer. A morally uncertain 
jesus cannot be the truth. A stained christ cannot wash anyone clean. Men may think they 
are making Him relatable, but they are actually destroying the only Christ who can redeem 
them. 

So the Church must hold this line without embarrassment and without apology. The real 
Jesus is both fully man and absolutely holy. He is close enough to understand, strong 
enough to save, pure enough to satisfy divine justice, and glorious enough to demand 
worship. He is not like us in sin. Thank God He is not. If He were, we would all be lost 
forever. But because He is the sinless Son, He can save to the uttermost all that come unto 
God by Him. And every humanized counterfeit this age invents will one day be exposed by 
the blazing purity of the real Jesus Christ. 

 

 

16 of 20: The Biblical Jesus vs. The World’s False Christ - The Healer of Souls vs. the 
Miracle Worker for Applause 

Introduction 

One of the most dangerous deceptions in religion is the way men can become fascinated 
with power while remaining indifferent to truth. They can see a sign, hear a testimony, 
watch a spectacle, feel the electricity of a moment, and instantly assume God must be in 
it, even if doctrine is corrupt, Christ is misrepresented, and the whole thing is built on 
emotional intoxication instead of biblical substance. That is exactly why the devil has 
always trafficked in the sensational. He knows fallen man is easily dazzled. He knows 
multitudes will follow visible power faster than they will follow invisible truth. He knows 
people would often rather be impressed than be instructed, rather be astonished than be 
converted, and rather witness a wonder than submit to the word of God. That is why this 
essay matters. The biblical Jesus Christ performed miracles, yes, but He never used them 
as manipulative theater to build a celebrity movement. He healed as the holy Son of God, 
for the glory of the Father, as a sign of His identity, and with compassion toward human 
suffering. The false christ of religion does something else entirely. He uses signs, 



spectacle, radiance, and visible power to gather admiration and create dependence on 
appearances. 

The modern obsession with signs and wonders is one of the clearest windows into the 
spiritual weakness of this age. Men are hungry for visible manifestations because they are 
starved for the fear of God and the discipline of truth. They want to see something now. 
They want to feel something now. They want supernatural proof they can point to, record, 
replay, and circulate. And because they are not rooted in the word of God, they are often 
ready to follow whoever seems most powerful, most radiant, most dramatic, or most 
supernaturally gifted. That makes them ripe for deception. The Lord Jesus warned of false 
christs and false prophets showing great signs and wonders, insomuch that, if it were 
possible, they would deceive the very elect. The devil knows exactly how to weaponize 
spectacle. He knows that many professing Christians will suspend discernment the 
moment enough visible power is put on display. 

But the real Jesus Christ is the Healer of souls before He is ever reduced to the level of 
spectacle. He did not come mainly to put on power displays. He came to seek and to save 
that which was lost. He healed bodies, yes, but always in a way that pointed toward 
something greater. He forgave sins. He revealed Himself as the Son of God. He exposed 
unbelief. He glorified the Father. He showed compassion to the broken. He never treated 
miracles as tricks for applause. He never built a ministry on shock value. He never fed the 
fleshly appetite for endless spectacle. In fact, He often withdrew, refused to perform on 
demand, charged people to tell no man, and rebuked those who followed Him only for the 
loaves and fishes. That is the Christ of Scripture. The counterfeit christ of false religion, on 
the other hand, thrives on public wonder because admiration is the point. The biblical 
Christ heals to save. The false christ performs to be seen. 

1. The Miracles of Jesus Were Signs, Not Stagecraft 

The Bible never presents the miracles of Jesus Christ as empty displays of raw power. They 
are signs. John especially emphasizes this by calling them signs, because they pointed 
beyond themselves to who He was. The turning of water into wine manifested forth His 
glory. The healing of the nobleman’s son, the opening of blind eyes, the feeding of the five 
thousand, the raising of Lazarus, all these works were not random supernatural fireworks 
meant to keep a crowd entertained. They testified. They revealed. They signified. They 
pointed men toward the Person of Christ as the Son of God. They were never detached from 
revelation. They were never bare spectacle without doctrinal meaning. 

That matters because false religion loves to detach power from truth. It loves the effect 
more than the message. It loves the display more than the doctrine. It wants to create an 



atmosphere where people say, “Something supernatural happened,” without ever asking, 
“What does this say about Christ, truth, sin, salvation, and the glory of God?” But the 
biblical miracles of Jesus always fit within the revelation of God. They were signs that 
confirmed His identity and mission. They were not there to create addiction to 
manifestations. They were there to reveal the Messiah. 

This is one of the sharpest differences between the biblical Jesus and the miracle-worker-
for-applause christ of false religion. The false version is always chasing the next spectacle 
because his movement depends on keeping people amazed. The true Christ did not need 
that. His miracles were never isolated from His word. They were not replacements for truth. 
They were servants of truth. The moment miracles stop serving truth and start feeding 
spectacle, you have already moved out of the orbit of the biblical Christ and into something 
dangerous. 

2. Jesus Had Compassion on Sufferers, but Never Performed for Vanity 

The miracles of Jesus Christ often sprang from genuine compassion. He saw the blind, the 
lame, the leper, the grieving, the possessed, the desperate, and He was moved. He was not 
cold. He was not mechanical. He was not using suffering people as props in a public 
ministry machine. He healed because He cared. He touched the untouchable. He stopped 
for the crying blind men. He had compassion on the widow of Nain. He wept at Lazarus’ 
tomb. The Son of God was not detached from human pain. His miracles were acts of mercy 
flowing from divine compassion. 

But never confuse compassion with performance. The Lord was not a religious showman. 
He did not parade power to inflate His image. He did not exploit broken people to build an 
empire of admiration. He did not keep them in a cycle of dependence on public 
manifestations. He healed and then often moved on. He did not invite the crowds to keep 
staring at Him as though spectacle were the end goal. He did not make people’s suffering 
into a stage for vanity. His works were clean because His motives were pure. 

That is another place where false religion reveals itself. The counterfeit christ of signs-and-
wonders culture loves a platform. He loves a camera. He loves the moment of 
astonishment. He loves the crowd gasping, reacting, spreading the word, and attaching 
itself emotionally to the miracle-worker. That is because the center is no longer the glory of 
God and the salvation of souls. The center is visible power as a means of building 
fascination. The real Jesus Christ never used miracles to feed vanity. He healed as the 
compassionate Son of God, not as a spiritual celebrity needing applause. 

3. Jesus Refused to Perform on Demand 



One of the most revealing things in the Gospels is how often Jesus Christ refused to act 
according to the fleshly demands of people craving spectacle. Men asked for signs. Herod 
wanted to see some miracle done by Him. Pharisees tempted Him, seeking from Him a sign 
from heaven. Again and again, the Lord refused to satisfy unbelief by performing on 
command. Why? Because He was not in the entertainment business. He was not there to 
dance for curiosity, pride, mockery, or fleshly fascination. He was not some carnival 
wonderworker there to keep the room impressed. 

This is where many modern miracle-centered movements stand condemned by the pattern 
of Christ. They create an expectation that visible manifestations should be constantly 
produced, displayed, and publicly multiplied in order to validate the movement. There is an 
almost theatrical pressure in such circles: something dramatic must happen, something 
shocking must be seen, some visible wonder must keep the atmosphere charged. But the 
Lord Jesus would not let unbelieving men set those terms. He would not surrender the holy 
to the fleshly appetite for signs. 

He said, “An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign.” That is devastating. It 
shows that sign-hunger can actually be a symptom of spiritual corruption rather than 
spiritual maturity. There is such a thing as craving wonders because the heart is not 
satisfied with the word of God. The false christ of spectacle loves that hunger because it 
gives him an opening. The biblical Christ exposes it. He will not let Himself be reduced to a 
provider of supernatural thrills for those who refuse the truth standing right in front of them. 

4. The Real Miracle Was Often Forgiveness, Not Mere Physical Relief 

Again and again in the ministry of Jesus, the deeper issue was not merely bodily healing but 
the state of the soul. Think of the paralytic lowered through the roof. Before Christ 
addressed the man’s physical condition, He said, “Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.” That 
outraged the religious leaders because it went straight to the heart of the matter. The 
deeper bondage was not just paralysis. It was sin. The greater miracle was not merely that 
the man could walk afterward. It was that forgiveness had come. The healing of the body 
confirmed the authority of the Son of man to forgive sins on earth. 

That pattern is crucial. The biblical Jesus is the Healer of souls first. His miracles are never 
merely about making life on earth more comfortable in a temporary sense. They point to 
redemption, forgiveness, identity, and eternal issues. He heals bodies, yes, but the body 
will die one day unless the Lord returns first. He raises Lazarus, but Lazarus later dies 
physically again. The ultimate issue is the soul, the standing of a man before God, and the 
revelation of Christ as Savior and Lord. Physical healing matters, but it is not the center of 
the gospel. 



The miracle-worker-for-applause christ reverses that emphasis. He keeps people fixated on 
the outward, the visible, the immediate, the dramatic, and the temporary. He gives them 
stories that electrify the crowd while leaving them unclear on repentance, justification, the 
blood, and the new birth. That is not the ministry of Jesus Christ. The real Christ heals in 
ways that point to eternal truth. The false christ creates fixation on the manifestation itself. 
One drives men to God. The other keeps them circling around the spectacle. 

5. Signs Without Sound Doctrine Prepare Men for Deception 

The Bible never teaches that supernatural manifestation by itself proves divine approval. 
Never. In fact, Scripture warns the opposite often enough that there is no excuse for 
ignorance. Moses faced magicians. Egypt had power. False prophets show signs. The beast 
comes with lying wonders. Satan transforms himself into an angel of light. The existence of 
something supernatural does not prove it is holy. That is why doctrine matters so much. 
Truth must interpret power, not the other way around. But the signs-and-wonders 
obsession of false religion flips that order and teaches people, in practice, to let the 
experience define the theology. 

That is spiritually fatal. Once a man becomes conditioned to follow power detached from 
truth, he is already halfway prepared for the final deception. All that is needed is enough 
radiance, enough spectacle, enough apparent answers, enough supernatural edge, and he 
will give away discernment in exchange for awe. That is exactly where many are headed 
now. They are less interested in whether Christ is preached biblically than whether the 
room feels charged. They are less interested in whether the gospel is pure than whether the 
testimony sounds dramatic. They are less interested in holiness than in manifestations. 
That is a terrible exchange. 

The biblical Jesus never invites men into that kind of instability. He roots them in truth. He 
warns them against deception. He gives them words that are spirit and life. He does not ask 
them to be sensation addicts. He asks them to believe. The false christ of spectacle 
conditions people to live by what dazzles them. The true Christ teaches His sheep to live by 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. One makes men vulnerable to the 
Antichrist. The other prepares them to reject him. 

6. The False Christ Uses Miracles to Create Dependence on Appearances 

Another mark of the counterfeit is that he trains people to depend on visible appearances 
rather than on the unseen faithfulness of God. He creates a culture where if something 
dramatic is not happening, people assume God is absent or weak. He conditions them to 
seek the next manifestation, the next sign, the next wonder, the next visible proof that they 
are in the middle of something spiritual. That turns Christianity into a chase for 



appearances rather than a walk of faith grounded in truth. It also makes people easy prey 
for manipulation, because their spiritual assurance becomes tied to what they can see and 
feel in a room. 

But the biblical Jesus consistently trained people beyond appearances. He spoke of faith. 
He blessed those who had not seen and yet believed. He rebuked people for following Him 
only because they had eaten the loaves. He did mighty works, yes, but He refused to let 
those works become substitutes for true belief. In fact, many who saw His miracles still did 
not truly believe on Him savingly. That alone should sober anyone who thinks visible 
wonders are the key to spiritual reality. Men can watch a miracle and remain lost. Men can 
be amazed and still perish. 

The false christ uses miracles to create an economy of visible dependence. People begin to 
need the next sign to stay spiritually interested. They need the next story, the next display, 
the next supernatural moment. That is not maturity. That is dependency on appearances. 
The real Christ leads His people deeper than that. He teaches them to trust Him in the 
dark, trust Him when no outward sign is given, trust His word when the room is quiet, and 
walk by faith rather than by sight. One feeds sensation. The other builds saints. 

7. Christ Healed for the Glory of God and the Salvation of Souls 

At the center of it all is motive and end. Why did Jesus heal? For the glory of God. For 
compassion toward sufferers. For the confirmation of His identity. For the advancement of 
truth. For the salvation of souls. Even when He raised Lazarus, He framed it in terms of the 
glory of God. His miracles served heaven’s purposes. They did not exist as self-contained 
spectacles. They were never divorced from doctrine, identity, mission, and redemption. 
That is why they are holy in Scripture rather than manipulative. 

The false christ has another end in view. He heals, or appears to heal, or traffics in miracle-
language, to gather admiration, validate a movement, and deepen dependence on visible 
power. The room becomes centered on the miracle-worker, the atmosphere, the 
manifestation, and the testimony machine. It all serves to build the influence of the one 
associated with the wonders. That is a deadly difference. The biblical Christ does not pull 
men toward dependence on appearances or on a human vessel. He points them to the 
Father, to Himself as Son, and to the truth that saves. 

So the final issue is not whether miracles are real. The issue is whose glory they serve, what 
truth they confirm, what gospel they accompany, and what kind of followers they produce. 
If the result is fascination without holiness, amazement without repentance, excitement 
without truth, and loyalty to appearances rather than to Christ revealed in Scripture, then 



whatever power is at work, it is not the clean pattern of the Son of God. The real Jesus heals 
for the glory of God and the salvation of souls. The false christ performs for applause. 

Conclusion 

So the line must be drawn firmly. The biblical Jesus Christ is the Healer of souls. He 
performed miracles as signs of His identity, in compassion toward sufferers, for the glory of 
the Father, and in a way that served truth and salvation. He never turned miracles into 
manipulative theater. He never performed to satisfy unbelieving curiosity. He never built a 
celebrity movement on spectacle. He never taught men to chase appearances instead of 
submitting to the word of God. His mighty works were holy because they were inseparable 
from His Person, His mission, and His truth. 

The world’s false christ is very different. He loves spectacle, visible power, and 
supernatural display detached from doctrine. He thrives on wonder, radiance, and public 
fascination. He gathers admiration and trains people to depend on appearances. He 
conditions men to follow whoever seems most powerful rather than whoever speaks the 
truth. That makes him perfectly suited for a deceived generation and terribly suited for the 
kingdom of God. He entertains the flesh while leaving the soul in danger. 

So let this stand as a warning for this age. Do not be dazzled into deception. Do not assume 
that because something seems supernatural it must be of God. Do not trade the word for 
the spectacle. Do not let signs outrun sound doctrine. The real Jesus Christ is greater than 
all the counterfeit showmanship of false religion. He heals for the glory of God. He saves 
sinners. He reveals Himself in truth. And those who truly know Him do not merely chase 
wonders. They bow before the Son of God and believe His word. 

 

 

17 of 20: The Biblical Jesus vs. The World’s False Christ - The Humble Servant vs. the 
Ego-Driven Savior 

Introduction 

One of the clearest differences between the biblical Jesus Christ and the world’s false 
christ is this: the real Christ humbles man, while the counterfeit christ inflates him. The 
true Son of God does not come into a sinner’s life to make that sinner feel grand, central, 
and spiritually impressive. He comes to bring him low, to empty him of self-glory, to expose 
the rottenness of pride, and to teach him that all flesh is grass. The false christ of this world 
works the opposite direction. He flatters ego. He magnifies personality. He makes men feel 
stronger in themselves, more impressive in themselves, more entitled in themselves, and 



more spiritually special in themselves, while never once bringing them face to face with 
their own vileness before a holy God. That is because the counterfeit christ is built on the 
same root principle that marked Satan at the beginning: pride. The first rebel wanted to 
exalt himself, ascend, rise, and be like the most High on his own terms. It makes perfect 
sense that his counterfeit christ would appeal to that same poison. 

The biblical Jesus Christ stands in utter contrast to that spirit. Philippians 2 says He “made 
himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant” and “humbled himself, 
and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross” (Philippians 2:7-8). Think of 
that. The eternal Son of God did not come flexing His rights, demanding recognition, 
building a personal empire, and feeding His own image. He came down. He stooped. He 
served. He washed feet. He endured contradiction of sinners against Himself. He 
submitted to the Father’s will. He moved toward a cross while possessing all power in 
heaven and in earth. That is not weakness. That is divine humility. That is strength under 
perfect control. That is majesty clothed in meekness. And because that is the real Christ, 
everyone who truly comes to Him must eventually be broken away from the delusion that 
Christianity exists to make the self bigger. 

That is why the false christ of this world has become so attractive. Men do not naturally 
want a Savior who tells them to deny themselves, take up their cross, and follow Him. They 
want a spiritual figure who can decorate their self-importance and baptize their ambition. 
They want a christ who tells them they are destined for visible greatness, entitled to 
constant recognition, and justified in seeing themselves as the center of every room. They 
want a christ who helps them cultivate an image, build a platform, and feel powerful. But 
the Christ of Scripture crushes pride. He teaches meekness. He calls men to prefer one 
another. He says the way up is down. He says the greatest shall be servant of all. He says 
the last shall be first. In an age drunk on ego, that makes the real Christ offensive and the 
counterfeit one extremely marketable. 

1. Christ Made Himself of No Reputation 

Philippians 2 is one of the great passages in all the Bible for exposing the lie of the ego-
driven savior. It says that Christ, “being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be 
equal with God.” There is His deity. There is His eternal glory. There is His rightful place. And 
what did He do with that? He “made himself of no reputation.” That statement is so foreign 
to the spirit of this age that many modern Christians can barely process it. We live in a time 
when nearly everyone is curating a reputation, building a reputation, protecting a 
reputation, monetizing a reputation, and panicking over how that reputation is perceived. 
But the Lord Jesus Christ, who actually had every right to public glory, did not move in that 
spirit. 



He did not come to cultivate an earthly image. He did not come to magnify Himself before 
the masses in the fleshly way men do. He did not come seeking the vanity of public 
greatness. He did not arrive demanding the honors due His Person from the world that He 
had made. Instead, He veiled glory. He took the servant’s path. He entered in lowliness. 
That does not mean He stopped being glorious. It means His glory was not wielded in the 
proud, grasping, self-promoting way of fallen man. He did not come to feed human ego 
because He Himself was utterly free from it. 

The false christ of the world cannot imitate that spirit for long. He always drifts toward 
magnification of self and magnification of those who follow him in the flesh. He does not 
produce people who say, “I am nothing, Christ is everything.” He produces people who say, 
“I am becoming something impressive, and Christ is the force helping me get there.” That is 
not the mind of Christ. The mind of Christ makes self smaller, not larger. It turns the gaze 
upward and outward, not inward toward self-importance. A christ who strengthens vanity is 
not the Christ who made Himself of no reputation. 

2. The Form of a Servant Is the Opposite of Fleshly Greatness 

The Holy Ghost did not merely say Christ humbled Himself in some vague inward way. He 
specifies that He “took upon him the form of a servant.” That is an astonishing statement. 
The One who made all things stepped into the role of service. The One before whom angels 
bow took the place of a servant. The One whose throne is forever and ever moved among 
sinners in humility, not in theatrical self-exaltation. That shatters human ideas of 
greatness. Fallen man thinks greatness means being served, being noticed, being above, 
being celebrated, being insulated from inconvenience. Christ turned that whole structure 
upside down. 

He did not talk about servanthood only. He lived it. He touched lepers. He ministered to the 
weak. He bore with dull disciples. He stopped for beggars. He fed hungry multitudes. He 
washed the feet of men who would soon forsake Him, and one of them would betray Him. 
Think of that. The Lord of glory on His knees with a towel. That is the real Jesus Christ. He 
did not become less than God by doing that. He showed what God is like in holy humility. 
He showed that divine greatness is not insecure and does not need ego-fueling display. 

The false christ of the world, however, always slides toward fleshly greatness. He may use 
servant-language for branding, but the whole structure of the thing still serves pride. He 
creates personalities that must be protected, admired, platformed, and followed with 
increasing devotion. He creates followers who feel larger by association, more elite 
because they are “in the know,” more spiritually superior because they have attached 



themselves to the right movement, personality, or energy. But the form of a servant 
destroys all of that. The real Christ stoops. The counterfeit christ struts. 

3. The Cross Was the Death of Ego 

The deepest blow ever struck against human pride fell at Calvary. The Lord Jesus Christ 
“humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.” Not 
merely death in the abstract, but the death of the cross. Shameful. Painful. Public. 
Despised. Cursed in the eyes of men. The Son of God did not die in a manner flattering to 
the flesh. He died in a way that forever condemns the pride of man. The cross says self 
cannot save itself. Self cannot rise high enough. Self cannot improve enough. Self cannot 
boast before God. Self must die. 

That is why the flesh hates the cross even when it decorates it. It may wear a cross around 
the neck while still resisting the message of the cross in the heart. Because the message of 
the cross is that God’s way is the crushing of pride, not the celebration of it. Christ did not 
ascend to visible earthly greatness by riding the waves of public acclaim. He descended 
into suffering, humiliation, obedience, and death. Then God highly exalted Him. That is the 
order. Down first, then up. Death first, then life. Humbling first, then glory. Fallen man 
wants the reverse order. He wants glory first and obedience later, if ever. 

The ego-driven savior cannot live at the cross. He may reference it, but he cannot dwell 
there because the cross ruins his whole program. He wants a christ who helps men ascend 
in their own importance. The cross teaches men to die. He wants a christ who validates 
ambition and magnifies self-perception. The cross says, “I am crucified with Christ.” He 
wants people to feel powerful in themselves. The cross strips them naked before God. That 
is why any version of Jesus that consistently leaves pride untouched is already another 
jesus. The real Christ leads men to a cross. 

4. Satan’s Original Sin Explains the Counterfeit 

If you want to understand why the false christ of this world so often flatters ego, just look at 
where evil began in the highest creaturely realm. Satan said, “I will ascend... I will exalt my 
throne... I will be like the most High.” That is pride talking in its purest form. That is self-
exaltation. That is a creature refusing creatureliness and reaching for a place that belongs 
to God alone. It is not surprising, then, that his counterfeit christ would appeal to that same 
instinct in fallen men. The devil knows how pride works because pride is his native 
language. 

That is why so much false spirituality sounds like baptized rebellion. It tells men they are 
rising, unlocking, manifesting, enthroning, stepping into their greatness, and becoming all 
they were meant to be, all while bypassing the brokenness, humility, repentance, and 



submission the Bible requires. It feels spiritual because there is often religious language 
sprinkled over it. But underneath, the old satanic rhythm is beating: ascend, exalt, enlarge 
self, become more, be seen, be strong, be central. That is not Christ’s rhythm. Christ’s 
rhythm is obedience, meekness, service, sacrifice, and then exaltation from the Father’s 
hand. 

The true Christ comes against that original lie at its root. He does not say, “Exalt yourself 
and I will bless the process.” He says, “He that humbleth himself shall be exalted.” He does 
not say, “Protect your throne.” He says, “Take My yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am 
meek and lowly in heart.” He does not say, “Become like God by asserting yourself.” He 
says, “Follow the Son of God in self-denial.” That is why the counterfeit christ is so natural 
to fallen man. He is cut from the same cloth as the first rebellion. 

5. The Real Christ Teaches Meekness, Not Self-Inflation 

The Lord Jesus Christ said, “Learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart” (Matthew 
11:29). That is one of the most neglected commands in modern religion. Men want to learn 
power, influence, platform-building, communication skill, image projection, and public 
effectiveness. But Christ says, “Learn of me,” and then immediately points to meekness 
and lowliness. That should settle the question for every believer who wants to know what 
real spiritual growth looks like. It does not look like inflated self-importance. It looks like 
meekness. It looks like lowliness. It looks like the growing death of self-assertion. 

Meekness is not weakness. It is power under submission to God. Christ could call down 
legions of angels and yet remain silent before His accusers. He could expose every hidden 
thought in the room and yet endure contradiction patiently. He could silence all opposition 
forever and yet walk steadily toward the cross. That is meekness. It is not insecurity. It is not 
passivity. It is not fearfulness. It is strength governed by holiness and obedience. The 
world’s ego-driven savior knows nothing of that. He must constantly magnify power in the 
flesh because he is fundamentally insecure. He needs visible assertion to maintain his 
presence. 

The real Christ teaches His people to stop living as though they are the center. He teaches 
them to esteem others better than themselves. He teaches them to serve. He teaches 
them to forgive. He teaches them to be easily entreated, patient, and sober-minded. All of 
that runs straight against the spirit of self-exaltation so common in our age. A christ who 
leaves people more impressed with themselves than before has not taught them biblical 
meekness. The real Jesus Christ takes the knife to ego and says, “Follow me.” 

6. The Counterfeit Christ Makes Men Feel Bigger Without Making Them Holier 



One of the easiest tests to apply to any ministry, movement, or message is this: after being 
around it, do people feel bigger in themselves or smaller before God? Do they walk away 
more broken, more grateful, more meek, more humbled, more aware of Christ’s greatness 
and their own dependence? Or do they walk away feeling charged with a sense of personal 
grandiosity, spiritual superiority, and inflated importance? That test reveals a great deal. 
The counterfeit christ can make men feel massive without making them holy. He can fill 
them with the sensation of power while leaving their character shallow and their pride 
intact. 

The biblical Christ works differently. The closer men got to Him in Scripture, the less self-
important they became. Isaiah cried, “Woe is me!” Peter said, “Depart from me; for I am a 
sinful man, O Lord.” John fell at His feet as dead. Paul said he was the chief of sinners and 
less than the least of all saints. That is what contact with the real Christ does. It does not 
produce cocksure spiritual egos strutting around as though they have become little kings. It 
produces holy humility, gratitude, trembling, and deeper dependence. 

The false christ of ego-religion can create a strong emotional sensation of empowerment, 
but it is often flesh-power, not holiness. It makes men feel chosen in the carnal sense, 
impressive in the carnal sense, and elevated in the carnal sense, while never truly bringing 
them into conformity to the meekness of Christ. The real Jesus does not merely make 
people feel bigger. He makes them cleaner. He makes them truer. He makes them humbler. 
He makes them less occupied with self and more occupied with God. 

7. God Exalts the Humble, Not the Self-Exalting 

One of the great divine reversals in Scripture is that God resists the proud and gives grace 
to the humble. Men think self-exaltation leads upward. God says it leads downward. Men 
think they must secure their own significance. God says humble yourself under His mighty 
hand and He will exalt you in due time. Christ Himself is the perfect pattern of that order. 
He went down into humiliation, obedience, and death, and “wherefore God also hath highly 
exalted him” (Philippians 2:9). That “wherefore” matters. Exaltation followed humility in the 
divine order. 

The false christ cannot wait for that order because he is driven by fleshly immediacy. He 
wants glory now. He wants recognition now. He wants vindication now. He wants visibility 
now. He does not trust the Father’s time because he is intoxicated with self. But the biblical 
Christ trusted the Father completely. He did not seize at visible greatness in the fleshly 
sense. He submitted. He obeyed. He suffered. Then the Father exalted Him. That same 
pattern runs through the Christian life. The road to true elevation in God’s sight is humility, 
not self-assertion. 



That is why the genuine Christian life is such an offense to the spirit of the age. It calls men 
down before it ever speaks of lifting them up. It tells them to repent before it tells them to 
rejoice. It tells them to deny themselves before it tells them of glory. The counterfeit christ 
hates that order because it feels like death to pride, and in fact it is. But that death is mercy. 
The Father’s exaltation is safer than self-exaltation. The path of Christ is safer than the path 
of Lucifer. Better to go low with Jesus and be lifted by God than rise high with self and fall 
under judgment. 

Conclusion 

So the contrast in this essay is as sharp as Scripture itself. The biblical Jesus Christ is the 
humble Servant. He made Himself of no reputation. He took the form of a servant. He 
humbled Himself unto death, even the death of the cross. He teaches meekness. He 
crushes pride. He leads His people downward in self before lifting them upward in grace. 
He does not flatter ego. He kills it. He does not feed self-importance. He calls men to deny 
themselves and follow Him. 

The world’s false christ is the ego-driven savior. He appeals to the same root principle that 
ruined Satan in the beginning: pride. He makes men feel stronger in themselves rather than 
smaller before God. He celebrates power for its own sake, status for its own sake, visibility 
for its own sake, and influence for its own sake. He may wear religious language, but the old 
poison is still there. He inflates the flesh. He makes people feel spiritually significant 
without making them holy. And that is exactly why he is so loved in an age that worships 
self. 

So let it be said with clarity: any jesus who leaves pride standing is another jesus. Any christ 
who mainly decorates the ego instead of crucifying it is a counterfeit. The real Lord Jesus 
Christ is both glorious and lowly, exalted and meek, mighty and humble. He calls His 
people into the same mind. And the more clearly a man sees the true Christ, the less 
interested he becomes in his own greatness. That is one of the surest marks that he has 
met the real Jesus and not the flattering lie this world keeps trying to sell. 

 

 

18 of 20: The Biblical Jesus vs. The World’s False Christ - The Head of the Church vs. 
the Christ Replaced by Institutions 

Introduction 

One of the most subtle and dangerous corruptions in all religion is not the open denial of 
Jesus Christ, but the quiet replacement of Jesus Christ. Men will keep His name on the 



sign, keep His name in the creed, keep His name in the hymns, keep His name in the 
sermon somewhere, and keep His image floating over the whole system like a sacred 
banner, while in practical reality they have moved their trust, obedience, fear, dependence, 
and loyalty onto something else. It may be a church structure. It may be an office. It may be 
a priesthood. It may be a denomination. It may be a council. It may be a ritual system. It 
may be a celebrity pastor. It may be tradition itself. But whatever it is, once that thing begins 
functioning as the real controlling authority in the soul, Jesus Christ has been pushed to 
the edges while still being talked about at the center. That is one of the great deceits of 
institutional religion. It says “Christ” while practicing dependence on something else. 

The biblical Jesus Christ is not an ornament hanging over the machinery of religion. He is 
the Head of the Church. Not a head among many, not an honorary head, not the emotional 
centerpiece while practical control lies elsewhere. He is the living Head. Scripture says, 
“And he is the head of the body, the church” (Colossians 1:18). That means authority flows 
from Him. Life flows from Him. Direction flows from Him. Correction flows from Him. 
Nourishment flows from Him. No institution has the right to take that place. No office has 
the right to take that place. No preacher has the right to take that place. No tradition, no 
council, no inherited structure, no denominational culture has the right to step into the 
place where only the Son of God belongs. The moment any system begins demanding the 
kind of practical loyalty, fear, and submission that belong to Christ alone, it has already 
drifted into idolatry dressed in church clothes. 

That is why this issue is so serious. Men often imagine idolatry only in terms of statues, 
pagan shrines, and obvious false gods. But institutional religion has its own idols, and 
some of them wear crosses and quote verses. A system can claim to honor Christ while 
actually training people to trust the system more than Christ. It can talk about Jesus while 
making the average soul functionally dependent on human mediation, official 
pronouncements, inherited forms, or personality cults. That is not a minor imbalance. That 
is a replacement. And the true believer must see through it. He must insist that Jesus Christ 
remain where God put Him: central, supreme, final, and living as the Head of the Church. 
Anything that pushes Him outward while demanding inward loyalty to itself is another 
christ-system, no matter how religious it sounds. 

1. Christ Is the Head of the Church by Divine Right 

The reason this subject must be handled so plainly is because the headship of Jesus Christ 
is not a matter of custom or preference. It is a matter of divine right. God the Father gave 
Him that place. He earned it through His Person and His work. He is not head because men 
voted Him in, nor because a religious council recognized Him, nor because a denomination 
adopted Him as its theological center. He is head because He is the Son of God, because 



He purchased the Church with His own blood, because He rose from the dead, and 
because God set Him there. The Church belongs to Him in a way that it belongs to no 
human being, no hierarchy, no movement, and no institution. 

That means no man can rightly step into that place without robbing Christ. Pastors are not 
heads of the Church. Bishops are not heads of the Church. Councils are not heads of the 
Church. Boards are not heads of the Church. Conferences are not heads of the Church. 
Historic traditions are not heads of the Church. At best, godly leaders serve under the 
authority of the Head. They feed sheep for Him. They teach truth from Him. They point 
souls to Him. But the moment they begin to function as replacements for Him, the order 
has been corrupted. A servant may carry the Master’s word, but he may never take the 
Master’s throne. 

This is where many religious systems become so dangerous. They may speak orthodox 
words about Christ’s greatness while quietly building structures that make ordinary 
believers feel they cannot really approach, understand, obey, or relate to Christ except 
through the machinery of the institution. The institution becomes the practical head. The 
words still say “Jesus,” but the living dependency has shifted. That is spiritual theft. The 
biblical Jesus Christ does not share His headship with any ecclesiastical competitor. He 
does not need help ruling His own body. 

2. Institutions Often Keep Christ as Symbol While Trust Moves Elsewhere 

One of the most frightening things about institutional replacement is how subtle it can be. 
Christ does not need to be denied outright for this sin to take place. He only needs to be 
reduced to symbolic status. He can still be spoken of with reverence. He can still be named 
in the liturgy. He can still be praised in public statements. But in the lived reality of the 
people, trust begins to settle elsewhere. Confidence begins to settle elsewhere. Fear 
begins to settle elsewhere. Obedience begins to settle elsewhere. And when that happens, 
Christ has been functionally replaced, even if not verbally denied. 

For example, a man may say he trusts Jesus Christ, but in practical terms he believes he 
must have the institution’s approval to stand right before God. Another says Christ is Lord, 
but in real terms he fears offending the denomination more than he fears disobeying the 
Scriptures. Another speaks warmly of Jesus, but his spiritual safety is tied to tradition, 
office, or ceremony in such a way that Christ Himself has become strangely inaccessible 
without those mediators. This is how systems become idols. They do not always throw 
Christ out. They place Him in the stained glass while taking over the living government of 
the soul. 



The biblical believer must learn to detect that shift. Ask yourself: where does the practical 
trust lie? Where does the final fear lie? Where does the decisive authority lie? Where does 
the soul instinctively turn when conscience is troubled, truth is contested, or obedience 
becomes costly? If the answer is some institution first, some office first, some man first, 
some inherited structure first, then Christ has already been displaced in practice. A religion 
can be full of Jesus-language and still operate on anti-Christ principles if it keeps moving 
practical dependence off the living Head and onto itself. 

3. Christ Never Authorized His People to Be Bound to Human Mediators in His Place 

There is a vast difference between God using human ministers and God authorizing human 
replacements. He gave pastors and teachers, yes. He raised up elders, yes. He used 
apostles in a foundational way, yes. But all of that was meant to point men to Christ, not 
create a permanent class of substitutes standing between the believer and the Lord in such 
a way that spiritual life becomes impossible without them. The New Testament moves in 
the opposite direction. It tells believers they have “boldness to enter into the holiest by the 
blood of Jesus.” It says there is “one mediator between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus.” That destroys every system that inserts practical competitors into His mediatorial 
place. 

Now that does not mean God’s people are isolated individualists with no need of a local 
church or sound teachers. Of course not. The body is real. Fellowship is real. Leadership is 
real. Submission in proper biblical order is real. But all of that must remain under Christ’s 
direct supremacy. The minister is not the mediator. The local church is not the savior. The 
office is not the source of grace. The ritual is not the fountain of life. Christ is. The minister 
points. The body supports. The ordinances testify. But Jesus Christ Himself remains central 
and immediate in His headship over His people. 

The false christ of institutional religion hates that immediacy. It wants layers. It wants 
dependency. It wants the people feeling spiritually helpless apart from the system’s 
machinery. It wants to make simple trust in the living Christ seem unsafe, immature, or 
incomplete unless backed by institutional authorization. But the gospel tears that veil 
open. The blood of Christ brings the believer near. The Spirit of God indwells him. The word 
of God instructs him. The Son of God intercedes for him. That does not eliminate the body. 
It simply prevents the body from turning into a rival throne. 

4. Tradition Becomes Dangerous When It Silences the Living Word of Christ 

Tradition is one of the easiest ways to move Christ to the edges while claiming to honor 
Him. Men begin by preserving something useful, perhaps even something originally good. 
Over time that inherited pattern, statement, mode, culture, or habit becomes so weighty 



that it begins to function as the controlling force over the conscience. Then, when Scripture 
speaks clearly against the drift, the people hesitate because they do not want to break with 
what has been handed down. At that moment, tradition has become more than memory. It 
has become authority. 

The Lord Jesus Christ dealt with this directly when He rebuked men for making the word of 
God of none effect through their tradition. That is a terrifying indictment. Tradition can 
become so heavy that the living voice of Scripture gets muffled under it. Once that 
happens, Christ is still being talked about, but not actually obeyed. People may imagine 
they are being faithful because they are preserving continuity, but if continuity is now 
standing in the way of the plain words of the Head of the Church, then continuity has 
become rebellion. 

This is why believers must hold every tradition loosely enough to let the Bible judge it. Good 
traditions can remain as servants. They must never become masters. Historical memory 
may be valuable. Inherited forms may sometimes be useful. But the moment any tradition 
begins demanding a level of loyalty that competes with direct submission to the written 
word of Christ, it has become dangerous. The true Christ still speaks through Scripture. 
And every tradition that refuses correction from that voice is already usurping ground that 
belongs to Him alone. 

5. Celebrity Pastors Can Function as Institutional Christs in Miniature 

Not every replacement of Christ comes through ancient institutions and formal 
hierarchies. Some come through modern celebrity culture inside the church. The pattern is 
the same even if the packaging looks newer. A famous preacher, teacher, leader, movement 
founder, conference figure, or ministry personality can begin to function like a practical 
christ for a section of the religious world. People look to him first, defend him reflexively, 
quote him more than Scripture, excuse in him what they would condemn in others, and 
shape their entire religious world around his presence. That is not healthy leadership. That 
is personality-centered dependence. 

The danger here is that the celebrity pastor may still say true things about Jesus while 
quietly becoming the real spiritual reference point for his followers. He becomes the 
interpreter of reality. He becomes the source of confidence. He becomes the emotional 
center. He becomes the living symbol of the movement’s identity. And because this can 
happen in conservative-looking or Bible-using settings, many do not recognize it for what it 
is. But if people cannot imagine their spiritual life without that man, while giving 
comparatively little direct heed to Christ Himself through the word, a displacement has 
occurred. 



The biblical Jesus does not build that kind of dependency. Paul actively fought against it 
when men were saying, “I am of Paul,” and “I of Apollos.” The apostles were servants. Christ 
was the center. The true under-shepherd points away from himself and back to the Chief 
Shepherd. He teaches people to stand in Christ, not cling to his personality. He knows he is 
a voice, not the Head. The false christ spirit, however, thrives in celebrity culture because it 
can keep Christ in theory while practically teaching souls to orbit a man. 

6. Ritual and Office Become Idols When They Replace Living Faith in Christ 

There are religious systems where nearly everything appears orderly, sacred, and serious, 
yet the actual pulse of living faith in Christ is faint. The people are taught to lean on rites, 
offices, official pronouncements, forms, succession claims, sacramental structures, and 
visible continuity in ways that slowly train the heart to rest there instead of in Christ 
Himself. The result is that religion becomes highly organized while spiritual life becomes 
strangely mediated, delayed, and impersonal. Christ remains present in the language of 
the system, but the soul is not really being directed into simple, direct dependence on Him. 

The danger is not that rituals and offices necessarily have no place whatsoever. The danger 
is when they become loaded with a functional necessity that overshadows the sufficiency 
of Christ. Then men begin acting as though grace is locked inside a mechanism, as though 
access to God is managed by a structure, or as though spiritual security lies in outward 
connection to a system rather than inward union with the Son of God by faith. Once that 
happens, Christ is no longer the blazing center. He becomes the religious justification for a 
machinery that now holds the actual devotion of the people. 

The New Testament will not support that arrangement. It keeps pressing believers back 
toward the Person of Christ, the finished work of Christ, the intercession of Christ, the word 
of Christ, and the life of Christ in His people. Ritual without Christ is empty. Office without 
Christ is hollow. Form without Christ is dead. A system can grow massive around those 
things and still leave the soul famished. The true believer must therefore keep asking: is 
this drawing me into deeper dependence on the living Christ, or is it slowly training me to 
trust the structure itself? 

7. The True Believer Must Keep Christ Central at All Costs 

Because this danger is so widespread and so subtle, the believer must become jealous for 
the centrality of Christ. Not jealous in the fleshly sense, but jealous in the biblical sense. 
He must refuse to let anything, however old, impressive, useful, or emotionally significant, 
move into the place that belongs to the Son of God alone. He must let Christ remain the 
final authority, the living Head, the great Shepherd, the one Mediator, and the source of 



grace, wisdom, direction, and life. Everything else must stay in its proper subordinate place 
or be cast down. 

That means there will be times when loyalty to Christ requires breaking with systems, 
offending institutions, disappointing personalities, and walking away from structures that 
once seemed safe. That is not rebellion if Christ’s word demands it. That is faithfulness. 
Men always want to make institutional loyalty sound like holiness, but if the institution has 
begun pushing Christ outward while demanding deeper surrender to itself, walking away 
may be the most Christ-honoring thing a man can do. Better to stand poor and plain with 
Christ in the center than to sit richly surrounded by religious prestige while He is 
functionally on the margins. 

And this is where courage is needed. Institutional religion often uses fear to hold people in 
place. Fear of exclusion. Fear of labels. Fear of losing identity. Fear of separation from 
community. Fear of being accused of arrogance or disorder. But if Christ is truly the Head of 
the Church, then losing anything that competes with Him is not ultimate loss. It may hurt. It 
may cost. It may strip away old securities. But the believer who keeps Christ central has 
not become less safe. He has become more faithful. The Head is enough for His body. 

Conclusion 

So the issue in this essay is plain and piercing. The biblical Jesus Christ is the Head of the 
Church. Not in theory only, not in symbolic language only, but in living authority. He 
governs, nourishes, corrects, and directs His people. He purchased the Church with His 
own blood. He does not need institutions to replace Him, offices to overshadow Him, or 
traditions to mute Him. Every minister, every local church, every ordinance, every structure, 
and every helpful pattern must remain subordinate to Him or it becomes dangerous. 

The world’s false christ of institutional religion works differently. He is often left in place as 
a supporting symbol while practical trust, fear, and loyalty are shifted elsewhere. Men talk 
about honoring Jesus while actually leaning on structures, offices, councils, rituals, 
traditions, or celebrity personalities in the place where Christ should stand alone. That is 
not a harmless imbalance. That is a replacement. And it is one of the devil’s most effective 
religious strategies because it can happen under the cover of reverence. 

So let every believer hear this clearly: keep Christ central. Let no system move Him to the 
edges. Let no institution demand what belongs to Him. Let no office claim the conscience 
that belongs to Him. Let no tradition silence the word that comes from Him. Let no 
personality become the practical head of your spiritual life. The Church has one Head, and 
His name is Jesus Christ. Every rival claim must bow, every false support must be tested, 
and every soul that would walk safely must stay close to the living Head of the Church. 



 

 

19 of 20: The Biblical Jesus vs. The World’s False Christ - The True Christ vs. the 
Coming False Christ 

Introduction 

As this series has moved forward, one thing should already be painfully clear: the false 
christs men invent in the present are not random mistakes floating around in isolation. They 
are preparations. They are rehearsals. They are conditioning devices. Every softened christ, 
every broadened christ, every therapeutic christ, every political christ, every mystical 
christ, every prosperity christ, every celebrity christ, every ecumenical christ, every 
affirming christ, every institutional christ, and every spectacle-driven christ is helping 
prepare the mind of this world for the final counterfeit that Scripture says is coming. Men 
do not move from nowhere to the Antichrist. They are trained toward him. They are 
discipled toward him. They are softened for him. And one of the devil’s cleverest ways of 
doing that is by feeding them “another Jesus” in the meantime, so that when the final 
deception arrives, it does not feel like a total break with what they have already learned to 
admire. 

That is why doctrinal fidelity matters so much now. This is not academic. This is not merely 
about being more precise than the next fellow. This is about spiritual survival and eternal 
truth. Paul warned of another Jesus. John warned of antichrist and the spirit of antichrist 
already in the world. The Lord Jesus warned of false christs and false prophets that would 
show great signs and wonders. The Bible never treats deception as some remote possibility 
that only threatens obviously wicked men. It treats deception as a live danger in religious 
environments, among professing people, and in settings where the name of Christ is 
already being used. That means the false christ of the end will not arrive in a vacuum. He 
will arrive in a world that has spent generations learning how to speak “Jesus” while 
tolerating substitutes. 

The biblical Jesus Christ comes from heaven in righteousness, truth, and glory. He does not 
arrive to flatter the flesh. He does not arrive to baptize man’s rebellion. He does not arrive 
to give the world the version of salvation it always wanted on its own terms. He comes as 
the Son of God, the Lamb who was slain, the risen Lord, the coming King, the true Judge, 
and the only Savior of sinners. The false christ will be the precise opposite while appearing, 
at first glance, to offer what humanity has always wanted. He will come in deception, 
wonder, brilliance, signs, temporary answers, and flesh-pleasing appeal. He will fit the 
appetite of the world perfectly because the world has been preparing its appetite for him all 



along. This essay must make that line plain. The true Christ and the coming false christ are 
not merely two religious figures in competition. They are the final and ultimate collision 
between heaven’s revelation and hell’s counterfeit. 

1. The Spirit of Antichrist Prepares the Way Before the Man Appears 

One of the most important truths to remember is that the spirit comes before the full 
manifestation. John wrote, “even now are there many antichrists,” and he also said, “this is 
that spirit of antichrist... even now already is it in the world” (1 John 2:18; 4:3). That means 
the final false christ does not need to be publicly enthroned yet for the process to be 
underway. The atmosphere, the appetite, the ideology, the spiritual mood, and the inward 
conditioning can all be operating long before the man himself is revealed. In fact, they must 
be. Humanity has to be softened for what is coming. The ground must be tilled before the 
seed breaks through. 

That helps explain why the present flood of false christ-images matters so much. Men 
sometimes talk as though doctrinal distortions are unfortunate but not all that serious, 
provided people still use Christian words and seem spiritually interested. But every 
distortion carries a shaping effect. Every false image of Christ forms the imagination. Every 
counterfeit version teaches people what kind of savior to prefer. The therapeutic christ 
teaches them to prefer affirmation. The prosperity christ teaches them to prefer visible 
success. The political christ teaches them to prefer earthly power. The mystical christ 
teaches them to prefer spiritual fog over truth. The celebrity christ teaches them to prefer 
spectacle. The ecumenical christ teaches them to prefer broad unity over exclusive truth. 
Add all that together, and you begin to see how a generation gets prepared to receive the 
one man who can gather all those false expectations into himself. 

This is why Bible believers cannot afford to shrug at false doctrine and say, “Well, at least 
people are talking about Jesus.” That kind of laziness ignores how deception actually works. 
The devil does not need to turn men into open satanists overnight. He only needs to train 
them to accept a substitute for Christ step by step. Once the heart becomes comfortable 
with a counterfeit, the final counterfeit becomes much easier to sell. The spirit of antichrist 
is already in the world because the world is already being trained to admire what is not truly 
Christ. 

2. The World Does Not Want the True Christ on His Terms 

The reason the false christ will be so successful is because the world does not naturally 
want the true Christ on His terms. It may use His name. It may borrow His imagery. It may 
sentimentalize His compassion. It may admire selected teachings. It may build art around 
Him, culture around Him, and even religion around Him. But the world, in its fallen state, 



does not want the biblical Jesus Christ as He truly is. It does not want the Lamb of God who 
exposes guilt. It does not want the only way that excludes all rivals. It does not want the 
holy Christ who calls men to repentance. It does not want the crucified Redeemer whose 
cross declares the bankruptcy of all human righteousness. It does not want the risen Lord 
who demands obedience. And it does not want the coming King who will judge the world in 
righteousness. 

That is why the world keeps crafting alternates. It wants Christ stripped of everything that 
offends flesh. It wants Him without the blood, without the narrow gate, without the new 
birth, without wrath, without exclusivity, without judgment, without holy fear. It wants a 
christ that makes men feel safe in self while still sounding spiritual. The final false christ 
will not appear foreign to that appetite. He will appear as its fulfillment. He will look like the 
sort of savior a world weary of truth but hungry for spiritual excitement has been waiting for. 
He will fit the moral climate and psychological cravings of the age because the age has 
been rejecting the true Christ for generations in favor of increasingly polished substitutes. 

This also means that the issue is not simply outward religiosity. Men can be deeply religious 
and still utterly unprepared for the real Christ while being highly prepared for the false one. 
In fact, the religious man may be especially vulnerable if his religion has been built on a 
distorted christ. The Pharisees prove that doctrinal seriousness in some areas does not 
guarantee recognition of the Son of God when He appears. A man can be immersed in 
religion and still miss Christ because he wants a different one. That is what makes this 
whole matter so sobering. 

3. The Coming False Christ Will Appeal to the Flesh Perfectly 

The final false christ will not succeed by being obviously grotesque at first. He will succeed 
by being appealing. He will answer the cravings men already have. He will be what flesh 
wants a savior to be. He will be strong where people feel weak, unifying where people feel 
fractured, radiant where people feel lost, decisive where people feel confused, and 
supernatural where people have grown bored with mere words. He will speak to human 
pride, human fear, human longing for order, and human hunger for visible greatness. He will 
not present himself as the enemy of man’s deepest desires. He will appear to fulfill them. 

This is why so many of today’s false christ-ideas are so dangerous. They are teaching 
people to evaluate “Christ” by fleshly standards. Does he make you feel empowered? Does 
he seem strong? Does he bring visible results? Does he produce wonders? Does he gather 
admiration? Does he promise peace and safety? Does he unite broad coalitions? Does he 
validate your self-concept? Does he seem more exciting than doctrine? If that is how men 



learn to evaluate a savior, then the final false christ will walk right through the open door. 
He will be custom-built for exactly that mindset. 

By contrast, the biblical Jesus Christ crucifies flesh. He wounds pride. He narrows the way. 
He calls for repentance. He says no man cometh unto the Father but by Him. He tells men 
to deny themselves and take up a cross. He does not flatter the old man. That is why the 
world, left to itself, will always prefer the counterfeit. The counterfeit gives man what he 
wants while calling it salvation. The true Christ gives man what he needs, and the flesh 
hates that until grace breaks it. 

4. Lying Signs and Wonders Will Confirm the Deception 

Scripture is clear that the coming deception will not be merely verbal. It will be 
accompanied by power. Paul says the coming of that Wicked is “after the working of Satan 
with all power and signs and lying wonders” (2 Thessalonians 2:9). The Lord Jesus warned 
of false christs and false prophets showing great signs and wonders. Revelation shows a 
world amazed, wondering after the beast, and swept up in spectacle and power. That 
means the final false christ will not rely only on persuasive speech. There will be visible 
manifestations tied to the deception. 

This should sober anyone who thinks supernatural display by itself proves divine approval. 
We already live in a time when many people will suspend doctrinal caution the moment 
enough visible power seems to be in the room. They think signs authenticate the message. 
Scripture often teaches the opposite test: the message must judge the sign. Power must be 
examined by truth, not truth reinterpreted through power. But the age has largely reversed 
that. It has learned to trust the manifestation first and ask questions later, if ever. That is a 
terrifying setup for the last days. 

The real Christ never trained His people to become sensation addicts. He trained them to 
hear His voice. He taught them truth. He warned them against deception. He told them 
heaven and earth would pass away, but His words would not pass away. The false christ 
will exploit those who have learned to live by spectacle. They will see power and assume 
truth. They will see radiance and assume righteousness. They will see miracles and assume 
Messiah. But the elect are kept by the word of God, and that is why doctrinal fidelity now is 
not some optional extra. It is a lifeline. 

5. The False Christs of Today Are Psychological Conditioning for Tomorrow 

There is a psychological side to all this that must not be missed. People become 
accustomed to certain patterns of expectation. The mind can be trained. The affections 
can be trained. The imagination can be trained. Once men spend enough time admiring 
false portrayals of Christ, they begin to develop an instinctive taste for the wrong kind of 



savior. They start feeling drawn to what is broad, exciting, affirming, spectacular, pride-
feeding, or politically powerful, and repelled by what is holy, narrow, bloody, demanding, 
and exclusive. That is not merely doctrinal error on paper. That is a reshaping of the inner 
man. 

That is why the series we have been working through matters. Each distortion is doing more 
than twisting an idea. It is forming appetite. The celebrity christ trains people to prefer 
charisma. The therapeutic christ trains them to prefer emotional comfort over conviction. 
The ecumenical christ trains them to prefer broad unity over truth. The institutional christ 
trains them to trust structures instead of the living Head. The affirming christ trains them to 
resist repentance. The miracle-worker-for-applause christ trains them to follow spectacle. 
All of that is psychological and spiritual conditioning for the final counterfeit. 

Once a man has been conditioned to prefer the false, the true becomes increasingly 
offensive to him. The biblical Jesus Christ starts feeling too narrow, too severe, too 
doctrinal, too absolute, too holy, too disruptive to the ego. That is exactly the tragic state of 
much professing religion now. It can tolerate almost anything except the real Christ on 
biblical terms. That means the soil is being prepared. The appetite is being shaped. The 
world is learning what kind of christ it wants, and one day it will get him. 

6. The True Christ Comes from Heaven in Righteousness, Truth, and Glory 

Against all this stands the radiant simplicity and terror of the real Christ. He does not come 
from below. He comes from above. He does not come in deception. He comes in truth. He 
does not come with lying wonders to serve hell’s program. He comes in righteousness to 
fulfill the Father’s will. Revelation 19 gives the picture in blazing clarity. Heaven opens, and 
behold a white horse. “And he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in 
righteousness he doth judge and make war.” There is the true Christ. Faithful. True. 
Righteous. Judicial. Kingly. Publicly glorious. 

He does not arrive as a flatterer of flesh. He does not arrive to bless the world’s rebellion. 
He does not arrive to offer a compromise between truth and lies. He comes with many 
crowns. His eyes are as a flame of fire. His vesture is dipped in blood. Out of His mouth 
goes a sharp sword. He smites the nations. He treads the winepress of the fierceness and 
wrath of Almighty God. That is the biblical Jesus Christ in His second advent. He is not a 
mystical blur. He is not an ecumenical symbol. He is not a celebrity savior for the world’s 
fantasies. He is the King of kings and Lord of lords. 

This is why every counterfeit must ultimately be judged by the returning Christ. The true 
Christ is not one more option in the religious marketplace. He is the final standard by which 
every false christ will be exposed. When He appears, no amount of atmosphere, 



symbolism, broad spirituality, political theater, miraculous display, or emotional appeal will 
matter. The false one may dazzle for a season. The true One will destroy him “with the spirit 
of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming” (2 Thessalonians 2:8). 
That is the end of the matter. 

7. This Is Why Doctrinal Fidelity Matters More Than Ever 

Because the final conflict is moving toward open manifestation, this is no time for doctrinal 
laziness. This is no time to be soft about Christology. This is no time to treat false images of 
Jesus as harmless variations. This is no time to trade precision for popularity. Men like to 
say doctrine divides, but the truth is doctrine also protects. It keeps a soul anchored when 
the winds of deception begin to blow harder. It tells the believer what the true Christ is 
actually like. It gives him categories that expose counterfeits. It trains him to hear the 
Shepherd’s voice and reject strangers. 

This is why Paul, John, Peter, and the Lord Jesus Himself all warned so strongly. The point 
was never merely to win arguments. The point was to preserve souls in the truth. A believer 
who knows the biblical Christ is not easily impressed by a spiritual substitute. He can smell 
the counterfeit. He may not understand every prophetic detail perfectly, but he knows 
enough about Christ to know what Christ is not. He knows the true Christ does not 
contradict Scripture. He knows the true Christ does not flatter sin. He knows the true Christ 
does not merge with lies. He knows the true Christ is holy, exclusive, crucified, risen, and 
coming again in righteousness. 

So yes, doctrinal fidelity matters more than ever. Not because we are trying to become 
spiritual snobs, but because deception is increasing. The farther this age moves toward its 
climax, the more pressure there will be to loosen, blur, merge, soften, and sentimentalize 
the truth about Jesus Christ. The Church must not yield. Better to be called narrow and 
remain with the true Christ than to be admired by the age while drifting into the broad river 
that runs toward the final counterfeit. 

Conclusion 

So this essay stands as the prophetic climax it was meant to be. The true Christ and the 
coming false christ are not minor variations within a broad spiritual field. They are opposite 
in source, opposite in nature, opposite in method, and opposite in end. The biblical Jesus 
Christ comes from heaven in righteousness, truth, and glory. The coming false christ will 
arise in deception, wonder, lying signs, and flesh-pleasing power. One saves sinners by His 
blood. The other deceives the world by spectacle. One calls men to repentance and faith. 
The other gives men what their rebellion has long been craving. 



And that is why the false christs of today are so serious. They are not isolated religious 
errors. They are preparatory forces. They are shaping minds, emotions, loyalties, 
expectations, and appetites for the final deception. Men are already learning to prefer a 
savior who affirms, dazzles, unites broadly, flatters pride, and shines with visible power 
detached from truth. They are already learning to distrust the blood, the narrow way, the 
hard doctrines, and the holy severity of the biblical Christ. They are already being trained to 
say yes to the wrong kind of messiah. 

So let the warning be heard plainly. Hold to the true Christ now. Love the truth now. Refuse 
every counterfeit now. Do not let this world’s endless parade of substitutes reshape your 
vision of Jesus Christ. The Church is leaving soon. The deception will deepen. The false 
christ will come. But the true Christ will appear in blazing glory and destroy the lie forever. 
Until then, every believer ought to cling harder than ever to the Jesus Christ of Scripture, 
because a world trained to love another jesus is almost ready to worship the final one. 

 

 

20 of 20: The Biblical Jesus vs. The World’s False Christ - Behold Your King 

Introduction 

After everything we have walked through in this series, after exposing the false christs of 
religion, the false christs of politics, the false christs of emotion, prosperity, spectacle, 
institution, mysticism, affirmation, and end-times deception, the only right way to end is by 
lifting our eyes off every counterfeit and fixing them squarely on the real Jesus Christ. 
Warnings matter. Discernment matters. Exposing lies matters. But all of that is finally 
meant to bring us to one great sight: the Son of God as He truly is. The danger of 
counterfeits is not merely that they are false. The danger is that they distract from the 
beauty, majesty, authority, and glory of the real Christ. So now the smoke has to clear. The 
noise has to die down. The fake lights have to go out. And what must remain standing 
before the soul is not another argument only, but a Person. The Lord Jesus Christ Himself. 
Behold your King. 

This life is not ultimately about mastering every controversy, though there is a place for 
contending for the faith. It is not about being sharp for sharpness’ sake, though the sword of 
the Spirit must be used plainly in an age of lies. It is not about merely becoming experts in 
identifying deception, though deception must be identified. The final aim is Christ. The final 
goal is worship. The final burden is that men should see Him, know Him, bow to Him, trust 
Him, love Him, fear Him, obey Him, and wait for Him. If exposing counterfeits does not end 
in adoration of the true Christ, then something has been missed. We do not merely want to 



prove that the false is false. We want to show that the true is glorious beyond all 
comparison. 

And that is exactly what the biblical Jesus Christ is. He is glorious beyond all comparison. 
He is not one more religious figure among many. He is not a tribal mascot, not a 
denominational ornament, not a cultural symbol, not a convenient spiritual accessory, and 
not a mystical blur men can reshape to fit the age. He is the Son of God, the Lamb of God, 
the Word made flesh, the sinless Savior, the crucified Redeemer, the risen Lord, the Head 
of the Church, the Bridegroom of the bride, the great High Priest, the Lion of the tribe of 
Juda, the coming King, and the Judge of all the earth. He is not improved by comparison 
with counterfeits. He stands above them all by nature. But sometimes the soul must be led 
through the darkness of the lie in order to feel again the blazing relief of the truth. So here at 
the end, let every rival christ be cast down, and let the heart hear again the ancient cry: 
“Behold your King.” 

1. Behold the Son of God 

At the center of everything stands this unshakable truth: Jesus Christ is the Son of God. Not 
merely a son in the broad sentimental sense that modern religion likes to use when it wants 
to flatten all distinctions, but the only begotten Son, eternally with the Father and one with 
the Father. He is not a created religious figure. He is not a moral teacher who rose through 
enlightenment into some kind of spiritual status. He is not a prophet among prophets. He is 
not a saint among saints. He is the Son. He can say, “I and my Father are one” (John 10:30), 
and that is not blasphemy from His lips. It is revelation. He can receive worship because He 
is worthy of worship. He can forgive sins because He is the offended God. He can 
command all men everywhere because all power is His by divine right. 

This is where true worship begins, because until a man sees that Jesus Christ is no mere 
helper but God the Son in flesh, he has not yet seen Him as he ought. The world prefers a 
reduced christ because a reduced christ is easier to tolerate. But the soul that has been 
opened by the Spirit of God begins to understand what Thomas meant when he fell before 
the risen Lord and said, “My Lord and my God.” That is not exaggeration. That is the right 
response. The Father did not send one more guide into the world. He sent His Son. Heaven 
did not open merely to give mankind advice. Heaven gave the Lord Jesus Christ. 

And because He is the Son of God, all compromise about Him must end. No rival can stand 
beside Him. No religion can balance Him. No institution can improve Him. No tradition can 
complete Him. No man can take His place. No angel can compare to Him. No prophet can 
be put in His class. He is above all, through all, before all, and worthy of all. The believer 
does not merely “respect” Jesus. He adores Him. He does not merely “appreciate” Jesus. 



He bows to Him. He does not merely “learn from” Jesus. He confesses Him as Lord. That is 
what it means to behold the Son of God. 

2. Behold the Lamb of God 

If the Son shows us who He is in divine glory, the Lamb shows us why He came in 
redeeming mercy. John the Baptist did not say, “Behold the philosopher of God.” He did not 
say, “Behold the life coach of heaven.” He said, “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). That cry still echoes over everything. Jesus Christ 
came to deal with sin. Not merely with discomfort, not merely with confusion, not merely 
with poor social structures, not merely with emotional wounds in the abstract, but with sin. 
Guilt. Condemnation. Rebellion. Divine justice. Wrath deserved. Hell earned. He came to 
take away sin through sacrifice. 

That means the cross was not an unfortunate side event in an otherwise beautiful moral 
ministry. The cross was the center of the mission. The Lamb was born to die. The Son of 
God stepped into flesh to become the spotless offering no fallen man could ever become. 
He bore our sins in His own body on the tree. He was wounded for our transgressions and 
bruised for our iniquities. He became sin for us, who knew no sin. And because He is the 
Lamb of God, all boasting dies at Calvary. No man can stand there bragging about his 
goodness. No religion can stand there advertising its ability to save. No institution can 
stand there claiming co-authorship in redemption. The Lamb alone saves. 

This is why the soul that truly beholds Christ never gets over the blood. It never gets beyond 
the cross in the sense of leaving it behind. It keeps coming back to that place where justice 
and mercy met, where wrath fell, where sin was judged, where love bled, and where 
redemption was accomplished. A generation fascinated with self-esteem and visible 
greatness may yawn at blood theology, but heaven does not. Heaven sings, “Worthy is the 
Lamb that was slain.” And the redeemed on earth learn to say the same. Behold the Lamb 
of God. 

3. Behold the Risen Lord 

The story of Christ does not end in the tomb because He is not merely the slain Lamb. He is 
the risen Lord. The grave could not hold Him. Death could not master Him. Corruption 
could not touch Him. On the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures, and that 
resurrection changed everything forever. It declared Him to be the Son of God with power. It 
proved the sacrifice was accepted. It crushed the lie that sin, Satan, and death have the 
last word. It turned the borrowed tomb into a monument to divine victory. Christ is not 
merely the memory of a crucified man. He is the living Lord who conquered the grave. 



That means Christianity is not a memorial society built around a dead founder. It is life in 
union with a living Savior. The believer does not merely admire Christ in the past. He knows 
Christ in the present. The risen Lord intercedes, strengthens, corrects, comforts, and leads 
His people now. He is seated at the right hand of the Father, not resting as though all is 
finished in the sense of inactivity, but reigning, interceding, and preparing for the day of His 
appearing. He ever liveth. That is one of the greatest comforts in the whole faith. Our hope 
is not in a buried ideal. Our hope is in a risen Lord. 

And because He is risen, everything is altered. Sin can be forgiven because He lives. Death 
is not the end because He lives. Prayer has access because He lives. The Church stands 
because He lives. The gospel saves because He lives. The believer can face suffering, loss, 
opposition, and even death itself with a different spirit because Christ lives. A dead christ 
can be turned into a symbol. A risen Christ commands worship and readiness. So the soul 
must lift its eyes from every dead religious substitute and hear again the angelic 
announcement: “He is not here: for he is risen.” Behold the risen Lord. 

4. Behold the Head of the Church 

The Lord Jesus Christ is not only Savior in the individual sense. He is the Head of the 
Church. He is not an accessory to the Church, not an honorary figure over the Church, not 
a symbolic center while real authority lies elsewhere. He is the living Head. The Church 
belongs to Him. He purchased it with His own blood. He loves it, nourishes it, sanctifies it, 
and will present it to Himself a glorious Church. Every true believer is joined to Him. Every 
true local church exists under Him. Every minister serves beneath Him. No institution can 
claim what belongs to Him. No office can replace Him. No tradition can improve upon Him. 

That matters more than ever in an age of substitute loyalties. The soul is always tempted to 
move practical trust away from Christ and toward systems, personalities, and visible 
structures. But the true believer must keep returning to this one glorious fact: Christ is 
enough for His Church. He governs by His word. He indwells by His Spirit. He intercedes 
from heaven. He corrects and nourishes His own. He has not delegated His throne to 
denominational machinery, celebrity pastors, councils, rituals, or inherited traditions. He is 
the Head. That truth protects the conscience from spiritual slavery to secondary things. 

And it also deepens love. To know Christ as Head is not merely to know Him as ruler, but as 
living source. The body depends on the head for life, direction, and order. So does the 
Church. Cut off from Christ, all religion becomes dead machinery. Joined to Christ, the 
weakest saint becomes alive with heavenly life. The issue is not whether men can build 
impressive structures in His name. The issue is whether Christ Himself is central, obeyed, 



trusted, and loved. Where He is truly beheld as Head, the people begin to live differently. 
They stop orbiting personalities and learn to cling to Him. 

5. Behold the Bridegroom 

There is a tenderness in the glory of Christ that must never be lost amid all the necessary 
warnings. He is the Bridegroom. He does not merely save souls and leave them as forgiven 
strangers. He draws them into covenant affection. He loves the Church and gave Himself 
for it. He is preparing a bride. He is washing her with water by the word. He is sanctifying 
her for a coming day of presentation and union. The Christian life is not merely legal 
acquittal, though it includes that. It is also living relationship, covenant nearness, and 
bridal hope. Christ’s people are not merely acquitted criminals. They are beloved ones. 

That truth lifts the soul out of cold religion. The believer is not waiting for a system, a 
movement, or an earthly utopia. He is waiting for a Person. The Church does not merely 
hold doctrinal statements about Christ. She longs for Christ. She is not preparing for a 
merger with the world’s religions. She is preparing for the Bridegroom. That gives purity a 
different force. Holiness becomes not merely avoiding wrong, but keeping oneself for Him. 
Faithfulness becomes not merely doctrinal correctness, but covenant loyalty to the One 
who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood. 

And in that light, all counterfeits look thin and vulgar. The world offers broad spiritualities 
and false unities, but they have no bridal tenderness in them. They cannot satisfy the 
redeemed heart. Only Christ can. The believer learns to say, with all the saints, that the 
longing of the soul is not finally for escape, nor even for relief, but for Him. “Even so, come, 
Lord Jesus.” That is not escapism. That is love answering love. Behold the Bridegroom. 

6. Behold the Coming King 

The Jesus Christ of Scripture is not frozen in the scenes of His first advent. He is coming 
again. The One who came as Lamb will come openly as King. The One who was crowned 
with thorns will wear many crowns. The One who stood silent before Pilate will speak in 
judgment and glory. The One who was mocked by men will be feared by nations. He is not 
returning to be crucified. He is returning to reign. Revelation does not leave Him in soft 
colors. It opens heaven and shows Him on a white horse, Faithful and True, judging and 
making war in righteousness, His eyes as a flame of fire, His vesture dipped in blood, His 
name called The Word of God. 

That truth steadies the believer in a collapsing world. Evil does not have the final word. 
Deception does not have the final word. False christs do not have the final word. The 
Antichrist does not have the final word. Corrupt governments, lying preachers, apostate 
religions, and proud civilizations do not have the final word. Jesus Christ does. The 



kingdoms of this world will become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ. He will 
reign. He will judge. He will set things right. He will vindicate truth. He will crush rebellion. 
He will exalt righteousness publicly and finally. 

And because He is coming, the Christian life cannot be sleepy. Readiness matters. 
Holiness matters. Watchfulness matters. This is no time to drift into compromise, no time 
to sentimentalize Jesus into a passive figure, and no time to let the heart get tangled in the 
world’s substitutes. The King is coming. That thought should purify, strengthen, sober, and 
comfort the soul. It should make all earthly glories look temporary and all heavenly realities 
shine brighter. Behold your coming King. 

7. Behold the Only Savior of Sinners 

After all the doctrine, all the warning, all the glory, and all the majesty, the heart must come 
back to this sweet and terrible simplicity: Jesus Christ is the only Savior of sinners. Not one 
of several. Not the best among many. Not a preferred path for those inclined that way. The 
only Savior. There is no other name under heaven given among men whereby we must be 
saved. No church can save. No ritual can save. No saint can save. No movement can save. 
No law-keeping can save. No moral improvement can save. No inward experience can 
save. No institution can save. Jesus Christ alone saves. 

That means every soul reading this stands before a simple and final question: what have 
you done with Him? Not what have you done with religion, not what have you done with 
tradition, not what have you done with your image, your family heritage, your politics, your 
spiritual experiences, or your public Christianity. What have you done with Christ? Have 
you received Him? Have you trusted Him? Have you bowed to Him? Have you come to Him 
as a sinner needing His blood and righteousness? Or have you played around the edges of 
Jesus-language while never actually entrusting your soul to the Son of God? 

The beauty of this final truth is that the same Christ who is King, Judge, Head, Bridegroom, 
and Son is also mighty to save to the uttermost all that come unto God by Him. No sinner is 
too filthy. No past is too stained. No conscience is too defiled. No life is too ruined. The 
Savior is sufficient. The blood is enough. The grace is real. The invitation still stands. He 
does not merely save ideal people. He saves sinners. That is why the final call of the series 
cannot merely be “discern better.” It must be “come to Christ.” Behold the only Savior of 
sinners. 

Conclusion 

So here at the end of this series, after all the counterfeits have been exposed, let every rival 
image fall silent and let the true Christ stand alone. Behold the Son of God. Behold the 
Lamb of God. Behold the risen Lord. Behold the Head of the Church. Behold the 



Bridegroom. Behold the coming King. Behold the only Savior of sinners. All the false christs 
of religion, culture, politics, prosperity, emotion, mysticism, institution, and deception fade 
the moment He is seen clearly. The problem with the world is not that Christ is too hard to 
admire. The problem is that men keep preferring shadows because they do not want the 
light. 

This final essay must therefore end not merely in warning, but in worship. The right 
response to seeing Jesus Christ as He is, is not casual appreciation. It is adoration. It is 
repentance. It is faith. It is surrender. It is holy fear. It is love. It is trust. It is readiness. It is 
saying with the saints of all ages that He alone is worthy. Worthy of the throne. Worthy of 
the crown. Worthy of obedience. Worthy of the life. Worthy of the church. Worthy of every 
broken heart, every healed soul, every holy tear, every song, and every breath. 

And so let the last word of this whole series be the one it was always meant to reach: Jesus 
Christ alone. Not another jesus. Not a softened jesus. Not a broadened christ. Not a 
counterfeit savior. Jesus Christ alone. Love Him. Fear Him. Trust Him. Obey Him. Wait for 
Him. Lift Him higher than every rival voice and every false image. Let all the soul bow before 
Him now, because one day every knee shall bow and every tongue shall confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Behold your King. 

 

 

The Biblical Jesus vs. The World’s False Christ 
Series Conclusion 

After walking through all twenty essays in this series, the issue should now be far clearer 
than when we began. The burden of this series was never to leave you tangled in suspicion, 
fear, or endless argument for its own sake. The burden was to clear the fog. It was to strip 
away the false images, the sentimental inventions, the religious counterfeits, the cultural 
distortions, and the flesh-pleasing substitutes so that the real Jesus Christ of the Bible 
could stand before your soul in plain view. And now that He has been set forth through the 
Scriptures, the matter becomes deeply personal. You do not merely need an opinion about 
Jesus. You need the right Jesus. You do not merely need language about Christ. You need 
the Christ of God. You do not merely need admiration for some spiritual figure called 
“Jesus.” You need saving faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as He is revealed in the word of God. 

That is where everything finally comes down. The bottom line is not that we become 
experts in counterfeit detection only. The bottom line is that we put our faith in the finished 
work of Jesus Christ: His death, His burial, and His resurrection. Salvation is not found in a 
church system, not in religious effort, not in emotional experience, not in moral imitation, 



not in public identity, and not in any other christ this world keeps offering. Salvation is 
found in the crucified, buried, risen Son of God. He paid the price. He shed the blood. He 
satisfied divine justice. He rose again in victory. He alone saves. But to trust Him rightly, you 
have to know which one you are trusting. That is why this series mattered. A false christ 
cannot save, no matter how religiously dressed he is. Only the biblical Jesus Christ can 
save a sinner from sin, wrath, death, and hell. 

And once a man is saved, the issue does not end there. To serve Christ, you have to know 
which Christ you are serving. “No man can serve two masters.” You cannot serve the Christ 
of Scripture and the christ of this world at the same time. They lead in different directions. 
They speak with different voices. They demand different loyalties. One calls you to the 
narrow way, the cross, repentance, holiness, truth, and submission to God. The other 
flatters the flesh, broadens the road, softens the edges, and leaves men at peace with 
things the biblical Christ came to destroy. One leads to life. The other leads deeper into 
deception. So the choice now is not abstract. It is immediate. Which Jesus will you believe? 
Which Jesus will you follow? Which Jesus will you proclaim? Which Jesus will shape your 
worship, your doctrine, your life, and your eternity? 

My prayer is that this series has not only informed you, but strengthened you. I pray it has 
sharpened your discernment, deepened your love for the Scriptures, and made the real 
Jesus Christ more precious to you than ever before. I pray it has also given you something 
solid to share with others, because we are surrounded by people who are speaking about 
Jesus while often knowing very little of the biblical Christ. Some are sincerely confused. 
Some have inherited false images. Some have been discipled by culture instead of 
Scripture. Some are in danger of following another jesus altogether. So do not let this series 
stop with you. Use it. Share it. Teach from it. Let it help others as it has helped you. We are 
not called merely to avoid deception privately. We are called to hold forth the word of life in 
a dark world. 

And let the final note of the whole series be this: Jesus Christ is still worthy. Worthy of your 
trust. Worthy of your obedience. Worthy of your worship. Worthy of your suffering. Worthy 
of your loyalty. Worthy of your witness. Worthy of your whole life. The false christs of this 
world may shine for a little while, but they will all fade. The real Jesus Christ will not fade. 
He is the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever. He is still the Son of God. He is still the 
Lamb of God. He is still the risen Lord. He is still the Head of the Church. He is still the 
coming King. And one day every rival voice, every false image, every counterfeit system, 
and every lying substitute will be silenced before Him forever. Until that day, hold to Him. 
Preach Him. Love Him. Follow Him. And may this series leave you more settled than ever in 
the truth that the biblical Jesus Christ alone is Lord. 



 


