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Series Introduction 

There are few passages in all the Bible more quoted, more repeated, and more 
misunderstood than what men commonly call “The Lord’s Prayer.” It is recited in churches, 
repeated at funerals, spoken at hospital bedsides, quoted at public ceremonies, and 
repeated by people who have never once stopped to ask who Jesus Christ was speaking to 
when He gave it. Roman Catholics ritualize it. Religious Protestants sentimentalize it. The 
unsaved world borrows it whenever they want to sound spiritual for a moment. Around 
Easter season especially, when people start talking about Jesus a little more than usual, 
this prayer gets dragged out again as if it were the universal Christian formula for all 
believers in all ages. But the problem is not that the prayer is unimportant. The problem is 
that it has been handled carelessly for so long that most people never think to ask the most 
basic Bible questions. Who is speaking. To whom is He speaking. When is He speaking. 
Under what doctrinal setting is He speaking. Those questions matter, and until they are 
answered, the prayer will keep being used in ways God never intended. 

That is why this series is needed. “Rightly divided” is not some cold academic phrase 
invented to make the Bible complicated. It is the command of Scripture itself. “Study to 
shew thyself approved unto God... rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). That 
means God expects His people to recognize distinctions in His word. He expects us to tell 
the difference between Israel and the Church, between prophecy and mystery, between 
the kingdom of heaven and the Body of Christ, between what belongs to Christ’s earthly 
ministry before the cross and what was later revealed through the Apostle Paul for the 
Church Age. The Lord’s Prayer sits right in one of those places where those distinctions 
become absolutely necessary. If you do not rightly divide it, you will wind up forcing 
kingdom language onto the Church, reading conditional forgiveness into the believer’s 
standing in Christ, and turning a prayer given in a Jewish kingdom setting into something it 
was never meant to be. The issue is not whether the prayer is beautiful. It is. The issue is 
whether we are going to let it stay where God put it. 

This series is not written to mock the prayer, belittle it, or explain it away. It is written to 
honor it enough to study it honestly. There are spiritual lessons in it, and there is beauty in 



every line of it, but there is also a doctrinal setting that cannot be ignored without creating 
confusion. A Church Age believer can learn from this prayer without stealing Israel’s mail. 
He can appreciate its reverence, its seriousness, its dependence on God, and its longing 
for righteousness, while still recognizing that it was not given as the doctrinal prayer pattern 
for the Body of Christ. So in these studies we are going to slow down, open the Bible 
carefully, and examine every part of this prayer in its proper place. We are going to see why 
religion has mishandled it, why tradition has blurred it, why legalists have abused it, and 
why rightly dividing it does not weaken Scripture but magnifies it. Once that is understood, 
the Lord’s Prayer will no longer sit in the mind as a religious ritual or a sentimental slogan. It 
will stand where it belongs, as a powerful kingdom prayer given by the King in a setting that 
must be understood if the truth is going to shine clearly. 

 

 

1 of 9: The Lord’s Prayer Rightly Divided - Why This Prayer Must Be Handled Carefully 

The so-called Lord’s Prayer is one of the most quoted passages in all the New Testament, 
and yet it is also one of the most mishandled passages in all of Christendom. Men recite it 
in church buildings, schools, ceremonies, funerals, weddings, and public events as though 
merely saying the words carries some kind of holy power. They print it on cards, engrave it 
on plaques, hang it on walls, and teach little children to repeat it before they are old enough 
to understand a word of what they are saying. In the minds of many religious people, it has 
become the universal Christian prayer, the model prayer for every saint in every age, and 
the safest possible passage to quote when a man wants to sound spiritual without doing 
any real Bible study. That is exactly why it must be handled carefully. The danger with a 
passage like this is not that people hate it. The danger is that people love it sentimentally 
while refusing to study it dispensationally. They admire its beauty while ignoring its setting. 
They repeat its words while neglecting its doctrine. That kind of treatment may impress a 
congregation, but it will not satisfy the Holy Ghost. 

A man can be sincere and still be wrong. In fact, some of the worst confusion in Bible 
doctrine comes from sincere people who never learned to rightly divide the word of truth. 
They come to Matthew 6 or Luke 11 and assume that if Jesus said it, and if it sounds holy, 
and if it speaks about prayer, then it must be directed straight to the Church in the present 
dispensation. That assumption is where the trouble starts. They do not stop to ask who the 
audience is. They do not stop to ask where the cross is in the timeline. They do not stop to 
ask whether the mystery of the Body of Christ had been revealed yet. They do not stop to 
ask whether the kingdom of heaven was being proclaimed to Israel in a prophetic setting. 



They just grab the passage, strip it from its context, and paste it over the Church Age as if 
Acts 9 through Philemon never happened. The result is predictable confusion. They begin 
to apply kingdom truth to the Body of Christ, prophetic truth to the mystery program, 
conditional forgiveness language to saints who have already been forgiven for Christ’s sake, 
and earthly kingdom petitions to a heavenly people seated in Christ. 

That is why this study matters. The issue is not whether the prayer is beautiful, because it 
is. The issue is not whether the prayer is holy, because it is. The issue is not whether there 
are spiritual lessons in it, because there are. The issue is whether a man is going to handle 
it in its proper doctrinal place. That is the issue every time you open the Bible. God did not 
tell you to admire His word only. He told you to study it. He did not tell you to repeat 
phrases like a religious parrot. He told you to compare spiritual things with spiritual and 
rightly divide the word of truth. The Lord’s Prayer has become a testing ground for that 
principle because it sits at the intersection of Israel’s kingdom hope, Christ’s earthly 
ministry, religious tradition, and Church Age confusion. If a man can learn to handle this 
passage carefully, he will save himself from a mountain of doctrinal wreckage. If he cannot, 
he will wind up mixing Israel and the Church, law and grace, prophecy and mystery, earth 
and heaven, and then he will wonder why his Bible reads like a contradiction. The problem 
is not the Book. The problem is the blender. 

1. The Lord’s Prayer Is Famous, but Fame Does Not Set Doctrine 

The first thing that needs to be said plainly is that popularity is not the same thing as 
doctrinal correctness. A passage can be famous and still be misunderstood. In fact, the 
more famous a passage becomes, the more likely it is to be dragged out of its setting and 
made to serve every religious purpose under the sun. The Lord’s Prayer has suffered exactly 
that fate. Its very familiarity has made men careless. Since they have heard it repeated all 
their lives, they assume they already understand it. Since it sounds sacred, they do not 
examine it. Since it has become woven into religious culture, they handle it like a 
ceremonial object rather than a piece of divine revelation that must be studied in context. 
That is one reason false teaching survives so easily. People are more willing to investigate 
an obscure verse in Habakkuk than a famous prayer in Matthew, because the obscure verse 
has not been embalmed by tradition. 

That kind of blind familiarity is spiritually dangerous. Once a passage becomes part of a 
religious routine, men start treating repetition as understanding. They think that because 
they can say the words from memory, they have mastered the doctrine. But memorization 
is not exegesis. Recitation is not revelation. A Roman Catholic can recite the prayer. A 
Protestant can recite the prayer. A politician can recite the prayer. A lost man at a funeral 
can recite the prayer. That proves that verbal repetition alone cannot be the key to 



understanding it. If the natural man can mouth the syllables while remaining blind to the 
setting, then something deeper is required. What is required is not more emotion, not more 
ceremony, and not more tradition. What is required is study. 

You see the same problem throughout organized religion. People cling to phrases because 
those phrases give them a feeling of safety. The phrase becomes a substitute for actual 
doctrinal labor. Instead of asking what the text means where it is, they ask what it has 
always meant to their denomination. Instead of letting Scripture define Scripture, they let 
tradition define Scripture. That is how a prayer given in a kingdom setting to disciples during 
Christ’s earthly ministry gets turned into a universal Church Age prayer formula. The prayer 
itself is not the problem. The idolatry of familiarity is the problem. Men have put the prayer 
under glass, bowed to it, and forgotten to open the Book around it. 

2. Jesus Spoke These Words in a Specific Historical and Doctrinal Setting 

A Bible believer must always ask, “Who is speaking, to whom, when, and under what 
circumstances?” That is not cold scholarship. That is simple obedience. The Lord Jesus 
Christ did not speak into a vacuum. When He taught His disciples to pray in Matthew 6, He 
was ministering under the law to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. He had not yet gone 
to Calvary. He had not yet risen from the dead. He had not yet ascended. The Holy Spirit 
had not yet come in Acts 2. Saul of Tarsus had not yet been saved in Acts 9. The mystery of 
the Church, the Body of Christ, had not yet been revealed in the Pauline sense. Those facts 
matter. If they do not matter, then timelines in Scripture do not matter, and if timelines do 
not matter, then a man can make the Bible say almost anything he wants. 

Matthew especially must be handled with care because it is the Gospel with the strongest 
kingdom emphasis. It presents Jesus Christ as the King. It is saturated with references to 
the kingdom of heaven. It is tied to Old Testament expectations, prophetic fulfillment, and 
Israel’s national hope. That does not mean there is nothing profitable there for a Christian. 
All Scripture is profitable. But profit does not eliminate distinction. The Sermon on the 
Mount is not a random collection of nice sayings for all dispensations alike. It is kingdom 
instruction given in a context where the King is present and the nation is being confronted 
with her condition. If a man reads that sermon as though it dropped into the middle of 
Romans or Ephesians, he will make a wreck out of both. 

Luke 11 gives another record of the prayer, and even there the context must be respected. 
The disciples ask the Lord to teach them to pray. He answers them in a setting still prior to 
Calvary, still prior to the revelation of the mystery, still within the frame of Christ’s earthly 
ministry. That means the prayer must first be understood where it was spoken before 
anyone starts asking how it may be applied devotionally today. Interpretation comes before 



application. That principle would save a thousand pulpits from a thousand errors. A man 
has no right to apply what he has not first interpreted rightly. Once you lose that order, 
every heartfelt sermon becomes a doctrinal minefield. 

3. Christ’s Earthly Ministry Was Primarily to Israel 

The Lord’s Prayer cannot be handled safely unless the reader settles the matter of Christ’s 
earthly ministry. Jesus Christ came first in fulfillment of promises made unto the fathers. 
He was a minister of the circumcision for the truth of God (Romans 15:8). He told the 
Syrophenician woman that He was not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel 
(Matthew 15:24). He sent the twelve not into the way of the Gentiles and not into any city of 
the Samaritans, but rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel (Matthew 10:5-6). Those 
verses are not embarrassing complications to be explained away. They are divine markers. 
They tell you exactly where you are in the Bible and exactly whom the Lord is addressing in 
that phase of His ministry. 

Once that truth is ignored, the confusion multiplies. Men start acting as though the 
Gospels are written in exactly the same way to the same audience under the same 
revelation as Paul’s prison epistles. They flatten everything into one undifferentiated lump 
and then accuse dispensational truth of dividing what God never divided. The truth is the 
opposite. God made distinctions before any dispensationalist ever did. The Lord 
distinguished Jew from Gentile. He distinguished Israel from the nations. He distinguished 
the ministry of the twelve from the later revelation committed to Paul. He distinguished 
prophecy from mystery. A man who refuses those distinctions will not become more 
spiritual. He will just become more muddled. 

Now when you bring that back to the Lord’s Prayer, the setting becomes much clearer. The 
prayer belongs to a time when Israel’s King was present and teaching His disciples in 
relation to that kingdom hope. It is not some random Church manual dropped ahead of 
schedule. It reflects the atmosphere of Israel’s expectation, Israel’s need, Israel’s 
relationship to the coming kingdom, and Israel’s prophetic outlook. That does not make the 
passage less important. It makes it more precise. And precision is not the enemy of 
reverence. Precision is one of the highest forms of reverence because it lets God say what 
He said to whom He said it. 

4. The Kingdom of Heaven Program Is Not the Same as the Mystery Revealed to Paul 

One of the biggest reasons the Lord’s Prayer is mishandled is because men do not know 
the difference between the kingdom of heaven program and the mystery revealed later to 
Paul. They see the word “kingdom” and immediately spiritualize it into the Church, or the 
Christian life, or the condition of the heart, or the progress of civilization, or whatever their 



tradition has taught them. But the Bible does not give you permission to dissolve prophetic 
promises into vague religious language. The kingdom of heaven in Matthew has an earthly 
aspect tied to promised rule, righteousness, judgment, Israel’s restoration, and the reign of 
the Messiah. Paul’s revelation of the Body of Christ, on the other hand, concerns a 
heavenly people blessed with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ (Ephesians 
1:3). If you confuse those programs, you will confuse everything else downstream. 

This is where rightly dividing the word of truth becomes absolutely essential. The mystery 
was “kept secret since the world began” (Romans 16:25), while prophecy was “spoken by 
the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began” (Acts 3:21). Those are not the 
same thing. One was hidden. One was spoken. One concerns truths revealed later through 
Paul. One concerns truths long promised in the prophetic Scriptures. If you take a kingdom 
prayer from Matthew and force it into the mystery revelation as though no doctrinal 
distinction exists, then you are not honoring unity. You are destroying clarity. You are 
reading backward into the text what had not yet been revealed. 

Look at the effect of that confusion in modern preaching. A preacher takes “Thy kingdom 
come” and turns it into building a better society through church programs. Another takes 
“forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors” and uses it to put Church Age saints back 
under a conditional system of forgiveness. Another takes “give us this day our daily bread” 
and twists it into a proof text for prosperity preaching. Another takes “thy will be done in 
earth” and imagines that the Church is commissioned to establish the kingdom on earth 
before Jesus returns. Those errors are not random. They come from the same poisoned 
root. Men have failed to distinguish what God distinguished. 

5. Misapplying the Prayer Creates Confusion About Forgiveness 

One of the clearest places where the damage shows up is in the matter of forgiveness. In 
Matthew 6, the Lord says, “And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors” (Matthew 
6:12). Then, just to make sure nobody missed the seriousness of that line in its setting, He 
adds after the prayer, “For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also 
forgive you: But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your 
trespasses” (Matthew 6:14-15). That is strong language. It is kingdom language in context, 
and if a man carelessly lifts it out of its setting and slaps it onto the Body of Christ without 
qualification, he will drive believers into doctrinal confusion and spiritual bondage. 

Now compare that with Pauline truth. Paul says believers are to forgive one another “even 
as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you” (Ephesians 4:32). In Colossians 2:13 he says 
God has forgiven us “all trespasses.” That is not a small difference. In one place you have 
forgiveness spoken of in relation to a certain condition within the kingdom setting of 



Christ’s earthly ministry. In the Pauline epistles you have accomplished forgiveness 
grounded in the finished work of Christ. If a preacher mashes those passages together 
without distinction, he will leave saints wondering whether they are already forgiven in 
Christ or whether their standing depends on how perfectly they forgive others. That is not a 
harmless mistake. That strikes at assurance, grace, and the finished work of the cross. 

The answer is not to deny either passage. The answer is to place each one where it belongs. 
A Bible believer does not solve difficulties by erasing verses. He solves them by rightly 
dividing them. Matthew 6 means what it says where it says it. Ephesians 4 means what it 
says where it says it. The contradiction is not in the text. The contradiction is in the head of 
the reader who insists on forcing both passages into the same doctrinal compartment. 
Once the dispensational setting is respected, the fog starts to lift. Then the saint can 
rejoice in Pauline forgiveness without pretending Matthew 6 was written directly to the 
Church as her doctrinal charter. 

6. Misapplying the Prayer Creates Confusion About the Kingdom and the Earth 

The Lord’s Prayer also gets mishandled because men refuse to let the words about the 
kingdom mean what they plainly say. “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is 
in heaven” (Matthew 6:10). Those words are not mystical fog. They are not poetic filler. They 
are not talking about your private devotional mood while driving to work. They concern the 
coming reign of God in relation to the earth. They fit the prophetic expectation of a kingdom 
promised in the Old Testament, proclaimed by John the Baptist, announced by Jesus 
Christ, and tied to Israel’s hope. If a man reads those words honestly, he is looking at an 
earthly kingdom emphasis. If he reads them through denominational goggles, he will likely 
turn them into a sentimental slogan about surrender. 

The Church today is not bringing in the kingdom. The Church is not reforming the nations 
into the millennial reign. The Church is not preparing the earth so Jesus can come back and 
take over an improved civilization. The Church is waiting for Christ from heaven. Her calling 
is heavenly. Her position is in Christ. Her hope is not the gradual conversion of this world 
system into the kingdom of heaven. The god of this world is still at work. The mystery of 
iniquity is still at work. The world is ripening for judgment, not for utopia manufactured by 
church committees. When the King returns, He will establish His reign by power, judgment, 
and divine authority, not by ecumenical optimism. 

That distinction matters when interpreting the prayer. The disciples in that setting are 
taught to pray with the kingdom in view because the King is presenting Himself to Israel in 
connection with that kingdom program. Church Age believers can certainly long for 
righteousness and the return of Christ, but they must not confuse their present position 



with the prophetic kingdom petition in Matthew 6. Otherwise they will wind up with a mixed 
theology that neither understands Israel’s promises nor the Church’s calling. They will 
speak of heaven while acting as though their commission is earthly dominion, and they will 
speak of grace while importing kingdom conditions into the present dispensation. 

7. Rightly Dividing This Prayer Does Not Diminish It, but Honors It 

There are always tenderhearted people who fear that putting the Lord’s Prayer in its proper 
setting somehow dishonors it. They act as though distinguishing Israel from the Church is 
an insult to the passage. But the exact opposite is true. A man honors Scripture most when 
he lets it stand where God put it. If a letter from one person to another is precious, the way 
to honor it is not to rewrite the address. The way to honor it is to preserve the original 
audience, occasion, and meaning. The same is true here. Rightly dividing the Lord’s Prayer 
does not make it less beautiful. It makes it more meaningful. It shows the prayer within the 
rich framework of Christ’s ministry, Israel’s hope, and prophetic expectation instead of 
reducing it to a vague religious chant. 

That kind of careful handling also protects the believer from abuse. Many dear saints have 
had their peace disturbed because preachers used the Lord’s Prayer carelessly against 
them. They were told that unless they forgive perfectly, God will not forgive them. They were 
told that if they repeat the prayer daily, they are following Jesus’ formula for Christian 
victory. They were told that the kingdom is already here in some full sense and that the 
prayer is proof of it. They were told that the prayer is the highest expression of Christianity, 
while Paul’s prayer life and doctrine were quietly pushed to the side. Rightly dividing the 
prayer cuts through all that confusion. It does not rob the believer. It frees the believer. 

And even after the distinctions are made, there is still profit for the saint. There is reverence 
in “Hallowed be thy name.” There is humility in dependence upon God. There is sobriety in 
the desire for deliverance from evil. There is spiritual health in understanding that prayer is 
not a theatrical performance for men. But devotional profit must never be confused with 
doctrinal address. A Christian may learn from Noah without building an ark. He may learn 
from David without taking up a throne in Jerusalem. He may learn from the Lord’s Prayer 
without pretending it is the Church’s primary doctrinal prayer pattern. That is the balance a 
Bible believer must maintain. He learns all the Book while keeping every truth in its place. 

The Lord’s Prayer must be handled carefully because it sits in a part of the Bible where 
almost every major dispensational line begins to matter. If a man treats it casually, he will 
wind up with casual theology. If he treats it sentimentally, he will wind up with sentimental 
doctrine. But if he studies it with a rightly divided mind, he will begin to see the wisdom of 
God in placing every truth exactly where it belongs. The prayer was not given as a toy for 



religion to play with. It was given as divine instruction in a specific setting during the earthly 
ministry of the King to Israel. Once that is understood, the passage opens up with fresh 
force, and much of the confusion that has clung to it for centuries begins to fall away. 

That careful handling is desperately needed today because Christendom has become 
expert at mixing what God separated. Men mix covenants, programs, promises, callings, 
and audiences until the Bible becomes a puddle of contradictions in their hands. Then they 
blame the Book for being hard to understand. The Book is not the problem. The refusal to 
divide it is the problem. The Lord’s Prayer is one of the clearest places where this can be 
seen, because its beauty tempts men to bypass its setting. But truth is not preserved by 
temptation. It is preserved by study. The saint who loves the Scriptures must love the 
boundaries God placed in them. 

So this opening essay must leave the reader with one settled conviction: the issue is not 
whether the Lord’s Prayer is important. The issue is how it is to be interpreted. It is 
important enough to study carefully, important enough to refuse lazy tradition, important 
enough to compare with Pauline revelation, and important enough to protect from religious 
misuse. If the prayer is handled carelessly, it will become another instrument of confusion 
in the hands of sincere but undiscerning men. If it is handled rightly, it will become a 
powerful witness to the precision of Scripture, the distinctiveness of God’s programs, and 
the necessity of rightly dividing the word of truth. That is the only safe way to begin this 
series, and it is the only way to continue it with a clean conscience before God. 

 

 

2 of 9: The Lord’s Prayer Rightly Divided - The Kingdom Setting Behind the Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer did not fall out of heaven like a disconnected piece of devotional poetry. It 
was not dropped into the New Testament as a floating universal prayer card for every saint 
in every dispensation to repeat mechanically. It came in a historical setting, a doctrinal 
setting, and a prophetic setting. That matters. The first great mistake made with this prayer 
is the mistake of acting like it can be lifted clean out of Matthew 6 or Luke 11 without 
bringing the surrounding context with it. But the context is the key. Without the setting, the 
prayer gets sentimentalized. Without the setting, the prayer gets generalized. Without the 
setting, the prayer gets dragged into Church Age doctrine where it does not fit cleanly, and 
then men wonder why they keep running into problems with forgiveness, kingdom 
language, daily bread, and deliverance. The trouble is not with the prayer. The trouble is 
with the reader who wants the words without the framework. 



A man who wants to understand Scripture has to stop reading it like a greeting card and 
start reading it like revelation. Revelation is placed by God in time, in history, and in 
connection with His dealings with specific people. Jesus Christ did not give this prayer 
during the Church Age after the Body of Christ had been revealed through Paul. He gave it 
before Calvary, before Pentecost, before the revelation of the mystery, and while He was 
ministering in person to Israel. That is not a technicality. That is the whole issue. The Lord 
was presenting Himself to the nation in connection with the promised kingdom. The hope 
of that kingdom was real. The expectation of that kingdom was active. The prophetic 
Scriptures behind that kingdom were alive in the minds of believing Jews who knew the 
promises made to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, David, and the prophets. When Christ taught His 
disciples to pray in that setting, He was not speaking into a vacuum. He was speaking in 
the middle of Israel’s kingdom expectation. 

That is why the background of Matthew 6 and Luke 11 must be understood before the 
individual phrases of the prayer are handled. If the kingdom setting is ignored, then every 
line in the prayer becomes vulnerable to modern religious abuse. Men will turn kingdom 
petitions into Church formulas. They will turn prophetic hope into vague spirituality. They 
will turn Israel’s expectation into Christian routine. They will quote the words and miss the 
doctrine. They will admire the form and destroy the meaning. So before breaking down 
each phrase later in this series, the foundation has to be laid deep and straight. The reader 
has to see the ground the prayer stands on. Once that ground is visible, the prayer will stop 
looking like a free-floating Church Age devotional piece and will begin to appear where it 
actually belongs, in the middle of Christ’s presentation of the kingdom to Israel. 

1. The Prayer Was Given While the King Was Present 

The first thing a Bible believer must get settled is that the Lord’s Prayer was given while the 
King Himself was physically on the earth. That alone should slow down a lot of loose 
interpretation. Jesus Christ was not absent. He had not yet been rejected and crucified. He 
had not yet ascended to the Father. He had not yet sent back the Holy Spirit in the Acts 2 
sense. He was there in person, speaking to men in the land of Israel, walking among that 
nation, teaching, healing, preaching, and presenting Himself in fulfillment of Old 
Testament expectation. That creates an atmosphere very different from the one found in 
Paul’s epistles. The presence of the King changes the whole tone of the instruction. 

When the King is present and the kingdom is being proclaimed as at hand, the prayers, 
expectations, warnings, and commands that appear in that setting have to be read in 
connection with that reality. They are not abstract truths floating free from God’s covenant 
dealings. They are tied to a moment in redemptive history when Israel’s Messiah is standing 
before the nation. That means the prayer is not merely about private inward comfort. It is 



connected to a national, prophetic, kingdom context. The disciples hearing it were not 
members of the Church, the Body of Christ, in the Pauline sense. They were men under the 
earthly ministry of Israel’s Messiah, being instructed in relation to the kingdom being 
proclaimed. 

That point cannot be skipped because religion always wants to flatten distinctions. 
Religion likes a soft-focus Bible where all lines blur together. But the Book does not read 
that way when you pay attention. The King is present in the Gospels in a way He is not 
present in the same earthly sense in the Church Age. The offer of the kingdom is active in 
the Gospels in a way it is not active in Paul’s ministry. The atmosphere of Matthew is 
Jewish, prophetic, and kingdom-centered. So if the reader does not begin by recognizing 
that the prayer was given while the King was physically present, he will miss the force of 
everything that follows. 

2. The Prayer Belongs to Christ’s Ministry to Israel 

Jesus Christ said plainly that He was sent to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. That 
statement is not something to apologize for. It is something to believe. His earthly ministry 
had a primary direction and audience, and that audience was Israel. Romans 15:8 says that 
Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the 
promises made unto the fathers. That means the Gospels are rooted in covenant 
expectation, prophetic fulfillment, and the national dealings of God with Israel. The Lord’s 
Prayer comes right out of that ground. It is not disconnected from it. It is fed by it. 

When you read Matthew, you are not reading a doctrinal manual written after the full 
revelation of the Body of Christ. You are reading the account of the King coming to His 
people. That is why the genealogy matters. That is why the kingdom language matters. That 
is why the repeated fulfillment formulas matter. That is why the conflicts with the Pharisees 
matter. The entire book is leaning heavily toward Israel’s prophetic situation. A prayer given 
in that environment has to be understood in that environment. It is not enough to say, 
“Well, Jesus said it, so it must be directly for the Church.” Jesus also said things about 
fleeing Judea, about the Sabbath in tribulation conditions, and about sitting on twelve 
thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel. A man who does not distinguish the audience 
will soon tie himself in knots. 

This is where people get nervous about rightly dividing. They think if you place the prayer in 
Israel’s kingdom setting you are somehow lowering it. But that is foolish. You are not 
lowering the prayer by placing it where God placed it. You are honoring it. You are letting it 
speak in its own environment. The problem with Christendom is not that it takes the Bible 
too seriously. The problem is that it handles the Bible too casually. It wants the emotional 



warmth of Scripture without the labor of interpretation. But the labor is necessary. If 
Christ’s ministry in that setting is to Israel, then the prayer given in that setting must first be 
read as instruction within that ministry. 

3. Matthew 6 Is Surrounded by Kingdom-Centered Instruction 

One of the strongest pieces of evidence for the kingdom setting behind the prayer is the 
immediate context of Matthew 6 itself. The prayer does not stand alone. It is surrounded by 
teaching on almsgiving, prayer, fasting, treasures, earthly anxiety, and the kingdom of God. 
The chapter is not random. It is part of the Sermon on the Mount, which is saturated with 
kingdom material from beginning to end. The whole sermon has to be read with that in 
mind. The Lord is instructing His hearers in righteousness connected with the kingdom, 
exposing hypocrisy, and showing the kind of heart and conduct fitting for those who are 
related to that kingdom expectation. 

The material on almsgiving and fasting is especially telling. Jesus warns against doing acts 
of righteousness to be seen of men. He condemns the theatrical religion of the hypocrites. 
He speaks about alms, secret giving, public display, and fasting practices that make 
perfect sense in a Jewish religious setting where Pharisaical hypocrisy had become deeply 
rooted. That atmosphere is not accidental. It is the religious air around the prayer. When 
Jesus says, “After this manner therefore pray ye,” He says it in the middle of correcting false 
religious performance among the people of Israel. The prayer is given as part of that 
correction, not as a detached Church Age liturgy. 

Then there is the kingdom language that appears in the same chapter. “Seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and his righteousness” does not appear in a vacuum either. It belongs to 
the same stream of instruction. The chapter is driving toward kingdom-centered 
dependence, kingdom-centered righteousness, and kingdom-centered priorities. That 
does not mean the Church cannot learn from it. Of course the Church can learn from it. But 
learning from it is not the same as erasing its setting. The context keeps shouting the same 
truth. This is kingdom ground. This is Jewish ground. This is the King instructing people in 
relation to the kingdom being proclaimed. 

4. Luke 11 Confirms That the Prayer Was Taught in a Pre-Cross Setting 

Luke’s account is shorter, but it confirms the same general point. In Luke 11, one of the 
disciples asks the Lord to teach them to pray, as John also taught his disciples. That alone 
tells you something about the setting. This is not Paul writing to the Church about prayer 
life after the revelation of the mystery. This is discipleship instruction before the cross, 
while Jesus is still in His earthly ministry. The men are learning from Him directly, and the 



request itself arises in a Jewish setting where teachers instructed disciples and where John 
the Baptist had already shaped expectation among the people. 

Luke’s account shows that the prayer is not a random insertion by Matthew or some kind of 
ceremonial formula detached from life. It was part of real teaching given by the Lord to real 
disciples in a real historical moment. That is important because some men treat the Lord’s 
Prayer like a floating ornament, but Luke places it right back into the living flow of Christ’s 
earthly instruction. The request is made before Calvary. The answer is given before Calvary. 
The kingdom expectation is still active. The national question regarding Israel is still open in 
historical terms. The rejection is intensifying, but the mystery has not yet been revealed as 
Paul later reveals it. So the prayer remains where it belongs, on pre-cross ground. 

That means both Matthew and Luke testify to the same basic truth. However the prayer is 
phrased in each account, it belongs to the same broad dispensational environment. It is 
not being taught from the standpoint of the Church seated in heavenly places in Christ. It is 
not being given after the finished work is fully preached in Pauline clarity. It is not framed by 
the later doctrinal developments found in Romans through Philemon. It is framed by 
Christ’s earthly ministry, by discipleship under the King, and by the living expectation of 
God’s kingdom in relation to Israel. That is the lens the reader must keep on his face if he 
wants to see clearly. 

5. The Prayer Reflects Israel’s Prophetic Hope 

The Old Testament background behind the prayer is impossible to miss once the reader 
slows down and looks. Israel had been given promises about a coming kingdom, a coming 
King, a restored nation, righteousness in the earth, and the name of the Lord being honored 
among the nations. The prophets spoke repeatedly of a future reign in which God’s will 
would be done in the earth in a way it plainly is not being done now. They spoke of 
Jerusalem, Zion, David’s throne, peace, judgment, restoration, and divine rule. When Jesus 
teaches men to pray, “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven,” He is 
speaking language that fits those prophetic hopes naturally. 

That is why the prayer sounds so foreign once men try to squeeze it into a purely Church 
Age mold. The Body of Christ is not promised an earthly kingdom centered in Jerusalem. 
The Body of Christ is blessed with spiritual blessings in heavenly places. The Body of Christ 
is not waiting for the restoration of David’s throne in the same way Israel is tied to that hope 
in prophecy. The Body of Christ is not the continuation of Israel’s kingdom program. Those 
distinctions do not weaken Scripture. They clarify it. The prayer fits prophetic expectation 
because it was spoken in a prophetic setting. It reaches back into promises already made 
and forward into a kingdom still to come. 



Religion hates that kind of precision because it ruins the soft ecumenical fog that allows 
everybody to use the same words while meaning different things. But the Bible is not fog. It 
is light. And the light shows structure. The prophetic hope of Israel is part of that structure. 
The prayer is saturated with that hope. It points toward the honoring of God’s name, the 
coming of His kingdom, the doing of His will in earth, and the deliverance of a people 
looking to Him. Those are not accidental themes. They are themes fed by the prophetic 
Scriptures. A man who reads the prayer without hearing the echoes of the prophets is 
reading with one ear shut. 

6. The Surrounding Religious Climate Was Marked by Hypocrisy and Expectation 

Another major part of the kingdom setting behind the prayer is the religious climate in 
which Jesus gave it. Israel at that time was not spiritually healthy. The nation was loaded 
with religious activity, but much of it had been corrupted by hypocrisy, pride, showmanship, 
and dead formalism. The Pharisees loved public display. They loved praise from men. They 
loved outward religion without inward truth. Matthew 6 addresses that directly. Jesus 
exposes public performance in almsgiving, public performance in prayer, and public 
performance in fasting. That climate matters because the Lord’s Prayer comes as a 
correction in the middle of that diseased religious world. 

That means the prayer is not just about content. It is also about contrast. It contrasts true 
prayer with religious theater. It contrasts sincerity before the Father with public hypocrisy 
before men. It contrasts simplicity with vain repetition. It contrasts a heart turned toward 
God with a face turned toward the crowd. In other words, the prayer is part of the Lord’s 
broader confrontation with the false spirituality dominating much of the nation. That fits 
perfectly with His earthly ministry to Israel. He is not merely giving abstract devotion tips. 
He is exposing the rotten center of the religious establishment while instructing His 
disciples how to stand differently in the midst of it. 

The religious climate also included expectation. John the Baptist had preached. The 
kingdom had been announced as at hand. Messianic tension was in the air. Questions 
about repentance, righteousness, and readiness were alive. So you have both corruption 
and anticipation at once. That is the world the prayer belongs to. It belongs to a nation full 
of religion and short on truth, a nation with prophetic promises behind it and a present 
crisis before it, a nation being confronted by its King while its leaders harden themselves in 
pride. That atmosphere is the air the prayer breathes. Without that air, men reduce it to 
mere ceremony. 

7. The Prayer Must Be Read Through That Lens, Not Through Modern Tradition 



Once the kingdom setting is established, the reader is in a position to resist modern 
devotional tradition. Tradition likes to treat the Lord’s Prayer as though it were a timeless, 
contextless formula to be repeated by all Christians in the same doctrinal sense. But 
tradition is lazy. It wants instant familiarity without interpretive discipline. It wants a prayer 
that can be printed on a bulletin cover, recited at a civic event, and used by every 
denomination without forcing anyone to confront the differences between Israel and the 
Church, prophecy and mystery, kingdom and grace. But the Bible does force those 
confrontations. That is why tradition prefers sentiment over study. 

Reading the prayer through the kingdom lens does not mean there is no practical profit for 
believers today. There is profit in all Scripture. But profit only comes safely when 
interpretation comes first. Once the prayer is seen in its setting, the later essays in this 
series can unfold each phrase without confusion. “Our Father” can be read in relation to its 
setting. “Thy kingdom come” can be read in relation to prophecy. “Forgive us our debts” can 
be read without collapsing Pauline truth. “Deliver us from evil” can be read with spiritual 
sobriety instead of liturgical carelessness. Everything becomes sharper once the proper 
lens is in place. 

That is the great need of the hour. Not more religious repetition, but more biblical clarity. 
Not more prayer cards, but more rightly divided Scripture. Not more ecumenical use of holy 
language, but more courage to ask where a passage belongs and why. The Lord’s Prayer is 
powerful, but its power is not served by misplacement. It is served by truth. Truth requires 
setting. Truth requires boundaries. Truth requires that the reader let Matthew be Matthew, 
Luke be Luke, Israel be Israel, and Paul be Paul. Once that happens, the prayer stops being 
a wax figure in a church hallway and starts becoming living revelation again. 

The kingdom setting behind the Lord’s Prayer is not a side issue. It is the ground floor of 
interpretation. If that ground floor is cracked, everything built on top of it will lean. The 
prayer was given while the King was present. It was given in the course of Christ’s ministry 
to Israel. It was surrounded by kingdom-centered instruction in Matthew 6. It was 
confirmed again in Luke 11 in a pre-cross setting. It was fed by Israel’s prophetic hope. It 
was spoken into a religious climate full of hypocrisy and expectancy. All of that must be 
brought into the reading of the prayer if the reader wants to understand it honestly. 

Modern tradition has done enormous damage by stripping the prayer from that setting. It 
has turned it into a generic Christian formula, a ceremonial recitation, and a sentimental 
centerpiece for religious people who often never ask the most basic questions about 
context. But Scripture is not meant to be handled like a museum piece. It is meant to be 
studied. When the student begins to see the kingdom setting behind the prayer, the lines 
begin to separate the way they should. Israel starts to look like Israel. The kingdom starts to 



look like the kingdom. The Church starts to look like the Church. And the prayer starts to 
stand where God put it. 

That is why this essay matters before the phrase-by-phrase studies begin. If the lens is 
wrong, the phrases will be wrong. If the background is ignored, the interpretation will drift 
into tradition. But if the kingdom setting is kept firmly in view, the whole prayer will begin to 
make doctrinal sense without being robbed of its reverence, beauty, or force. That is the 
right way to approach it. Not with careless familiarity, not with denominational fog, and not 
with mechanical repetition, but with a Bible open, context in view, and a determination to 
let God’s words stand in the place where He spoke them. 

 

 

3 of 9: The Lord’s Prayer Rightly Divided - Our Father Which Art in Heaven 

The opening words of the Lord’s Prayer are so familiar that most people never stop to 
consider what they actually mean in their setting. “Our Father which art in heaven” is 
treated by religion as a soft, universal phrase that can be spoken by anybody, anywhere, in 
any condition, without any need to examine context, covenant, doctrine, or dispensational 
truth. It is repeated as if it were merely a warm statement about the general fatherhood of 
God and the brotherhood of man. But that is not how the Bible handles it. The Bible is never 
that careless. Those words did not fall out of the sky as a generic spiritual greeting. They 
were spoken by the Lord Jesus Christ in a kingdom context, to disciples within His earthly 
ministry to Israel, and they carry meaning tied to God’s dealings with a covenant people 
and the hope of a coming kingdom. If that setting is ignored, then the opening line of the 
prayer is already being mishandled before the rest of the prayer is ever reached. 

The problem with modern Christianity is that it likes religious phrases more than biblical 
distinctions. It likes language that sounds holy, sounds comforting, and sounds inclusive, 
but it does not like language that forces it to ask hard questions. Who is speaking here? To 
whom is He speaking? Under what program is He speaking? What was known at the time? 
What had not yet been revealed? Those are the questions that separate a Bible student 
from a religious repeater. “Our Father which art in heaven” is not merely a statement of 
nearness or affection. It is a form of address given by the King to men in a particular 
relationship to God within a particular historical and doctrinal setting. That is why the 
opening address has to be studied carefully. If a man starts wrong at the first phrase, he will 
stay wrong all the way through the prayer. 

This essay matters because religion has built entire false ideas on those opening words. 
Some use them to teach the universal fatherhood of God, as though every human being is 



equally a child of God in the same sense. Others use them to erase the distinctions 
between Israel and the Church, covenant and mystery, earthly people and heavenly 
people. Others use them as mere ceremonial language without the slightest thought for 
what the phrase meant on the lips of Christ in that moment. But Scripture does not permit 
that kind of mush. The Bible draws lines. The Bible defines relationships. The Bible 
distinguishes between creation and sonship, between national privilege and personal 
salvation, between God’s dealings with Israel and His later revelation concerning the Body 
of Christ. So even the first words of the Lord’s Prayer must be rightly divided. If they are not, 
then the prayer becomes the first casualty of sentimental religion. 

1. “Our Father” Is More Than a Generic Religious Expression 

When Jesus said, “Our Father,” He was not giving the world a vague slogan for spiritual 
comfort. He was teaching His disciples how to pray in the setting of His earthly ministry. 
Those two words carry doctrinal weight. They imply relationship, identity, and privilege. 
They are not tossed out at random. The Lord is not merely saying that all men everywhere 
are equally children of God in the same sense. He is instructing a group of disciples within 
the framework of God’s covenant dealings and kingdom presentation. That is why the 
phrase must be understood as more than a generic statement about God being nice to 
everyone. It is covenant-colored language, kingdom-colored language, and relationship 
language shaped by the moment in which it is spoken. 

Religion hates that kind of precision because it wants soft edges. It wants a God who is 
everybody’s Father in exactly the same sense regardless of whether a man is saved or lost, 
Jew or Gentile, under prophecy or under mystery, in Adam or in Christ. But the Bible does 
not talk that way. The devil loves vague spirituality because vague spirituality lets lost 
people feel safe without ever dealing with the new birth, redemption, reconciliation, or 
saving faith. A phrase like “Our Father” becomes dangerous in the hands of religious men 
when it is ripped from its setting and turned into an umbrella for universalism, ecumenism, 
or sentimental brotherhood. The phrase is holy, but it is not sloppy. Men make it sloppy 
because they do not study. 

The words also carry a corporate tone. The prayer does not begin with “My Father” but “Our 
Father.” That matters in its setting. The disciples are not being taught to think as isolated 
modern individualists detached from Israel’s hope and national identity. They are being 
taught in relation to a people, a kingdom expectation, and a shared relationship under 
God’s dealings with that nation. That collective note fits the context perfectly. The prayer is 
not some modern self-help affirmation. It is spoken in the air of covenant consciousness 
and kingdom anticipation. Once that is seen, the opening words start to mean something 
far richer and far more precise than religion usually allows. 



2. The Opening Address Reflects Israel’s Covenant Relationship 

The Old Testament repeatedly shows that Israel stood in a special covenant relationship 
with God that distinguished that nation from the other nations of the earth. God chose 
Israel, dealt with Israel, chastened Israel, blessed Israel, and made promises to Israel that 
He did not make to the Gentile world in the same national way. That covenant relationship 
forms the background for much of the language in the Gospels, even when the language is 
simple. When Jesus teaches His disciples to say, “Our Father,” He is not speaking into a 
vacuum. He is speaking to men within that national and covenant framework. That does 
not mean every Israelite was spiritually right with God. It means the nation stood in a 
unique historical relationship that shaped the language and expectations of Christ’s earthly 
ministry. 

This is where people get tripped up because they want all references to God as Father to 
function identically in all settings. But Scripture is not that careless. In the Old Testament, 
God could speak of Israel nationally as His son or His people in ways tied to covenant 
standing and divine election, while many individuals within that nation remained rebellious 
in heart. In the Gospels, Christ speaks in the midst of that same covenant world, though 
now the King is present and the nation is being tested by His arrival. So the opening address 
of the prayer reflects that world. It comes out of a setting where the people hearing it 
already knew the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, already stood in relation to the 
promises, and already lived under the shadow of prophetic hope. 

That is very different from using the phrase as a generic statement that every human being 
on earth is equally God’s child because God created everybody. Creation is one thing. 
covenant relationship is another. redemption is another. being placed into Christ is 
another. The Bible distinguishes those things, even when religion refuses to. A man may be 
God’s creature without being God’s child in the redemptive sense. A nation may stand in 
covenant privilege without every individual possessing saving faith. The opening address of 
the Lord’s Prayer fits the covenant world of Israel and must be read there before anyone 
tries to flatten it into a universal slogan for mankind. 

3. Christ’s Disciples Heard These Words in a Messianic Setting 

The disciples did not hear “Our Father which art in heaven” in a theological classroom after 
the completion of the New Testament canon. They heard those words from the lips of 
Israel’s Messiah while He walked the earth and presented Himself to the nation. That 
messianic setting is crucial. These were not random men plucked out of Church history 
and seated in an average Sunday service. These were disciples following the King while the 
kingdom was being proclaimed as at hand. They were living in the tension of prophetic 



fulfillment, increasing opposition, and national expectation. So the words addressed to 
them take their color from that environment. 

That means the opening address must be heard against the backdrop of Israel waiting for 
God’s promises to be fulfilled. The Messiah had come. The kingdom was near in 
presentation. The nation was being confronted. Repentance was being preached. The 
prophets were not dead relics. Their words were hanging in the air. In that atmosphere, “Our 
Father which art in heaven” is not a bland phrase. It is part of a kingdom prayer taught by 
the King to men who stand in relation to Israel’s national hope. It reflects trust in the God of 
heaven who had promised to act in history, restore righteousness, and bring His purposes 
to pass in the earth. 

The setting also guards the reader from making the phrase overly sentimental. The opening 
address is affectionate, but it is not casual. It is reverent, but it is not abstract. The Father 
addressed here is the God of covenant, promise, and authority. He is in heaven, above the 
corrupt religious machinery of earth, above the proud showmanship of the Pharisees, 
above the emptiness of vain repetition. The disciples are taught to pray upward in faith, not 
outward for human applause. That is part of the force of the setting. The address carries 
intimacy without irreverence and relationship without religious softness. It belongs to the 
atmosphere of the kingdom, not the fog of modern ceremonial Christianity. 

4. “Which Art in Heaven” Distinguishes God from Earthly Religion 

The phrase “which art in heaven” matters just as much as “Our Father.” It reminds the 
reader at once that the One being addressed is above the earth, above the religious actors, 
above the hypocrites standing on street corners, above the proud men who love to be seen 
praying in public. In Matthew 6, Jesus is exposing earthly religion in all its vanity. Men want 
to be seen by men. They want religious credit. They want public recognition. But the Father 
addressed in this prayer is in heaven. That is not just geography. That is theology. It 
separates God from the corrupt systems and theatrical performances of men. 

The heavenly location also connects with divine authority. The Father in heaven is not a 
projection of human sentiment. He is not a mascot for religious culture. He is not a soft 
grandfather in the sky smiling at all forms of spirituality. He is the living God who sees in 
secret, knows the heart, rules above the earth, and will bring His will to pass. In the context 
of the prayer, that heavenly emphasis fits perfectly because the prayer moves immediately 
toward the honoring of His name, the coming of His kingdom, and the doing of His will in 
earth as it is in heaven. Heaven is not mentioned as an escape hatch from the earth. It is 
mentioned as the seat of divine authority from which righteous order is to come. 



This also shows why the phrase cannot be reduced to generic spirituality. Men today love to 
say they believe in “a higher power” or “the Fatherhood of God,” but the God addressed in 
the Lord’s Prayer is not an undefined spiritual force. He is the Father in heaven revealed 
within the scriptural world of Israel, prophecy, kingdom, and messianic hope. That is why 
the phrase resists religious broadening. The more carefully it is read, the more specific it 
becomes. And the more specific it becomes, the more it challenges the lazy universalism 
that modern religion wants to build on top of it. 

5. This Opening Address Is Not the Same as the Believer’s Position in Christ in Paul’s 
Epistles 

One of the most important distinctions to make is the difference between the opening 
address of the Lord’s Prayer and the later revelation of the believer’s position in Christ in 
Paul’s epistles. A Church Age believer is said to be blessed with all spiritual blessings in 
heavenly places in Christ. He is accepted in the beloved. He is sealed by the Holy Spirit. He 
is made a member of the Body of Christ. He has a standing grounded in the death, burial, 
and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ and revealed through Paul’s ministry in a way not 
yet unfolded in Matthew 6. That does not make the Lord’s Prayer untrue. It means the 
doctrinal framework is different. 

When Jesus teaches His disciples to say, “Our Father which art in heaven,” He is not yet 
unfolding the full Pauline revelation of union with Christ, justification by faith apart from the 
law, and the heavenly position of the Church as the Body of Christ. Those truths would be 
revealed later. If a man reads Ephesians back into Matthew 6 without qualification, he will 
create confusion. He will make it sound as though the disciples already stood in the fully 
revealed Church Age position later described by Paul, which they did not. The Bible moves 
in history. Revelation unfolds. The cross had not yet occurred when these words were first 
spoken. Pentecost had not yet occurred. The mystery had not yet been made known. 

So the believer today may certainly call God “Father,” but he does so with fuller light and 
under a different revealed position than the disciples had when they first heard the Lord’s 
Prayer. That distinction is not an insult to the prayer. It is obedience to the progress of 
revelation. The saint in this dispensation knows truths about being in Christ, complete in 
Christ, and seated in heavenly places that are unfolded in the Pauline epistles. The 
disciples in Matthew 6 are hearing kingdom instruction from the King in a pre-cross setting. 
Those two things are not identical, and they should not be treated as identical. Rightly 
dividing them keeps both passages bright. 

6. Religion Uses This Phrase to Teach a False Universal Brotherhood 



One of the most common abuses of “Our Father which art in heaven” is the false teaching 
that all men are children of God in the same spiritual sense. That idea sounds warm, 
charitable, and inclusive, which is exactly why religious men love it. It lets them avoid the 
offense of the new birth. It lets them avoid the sharp line between saved and lost. It lets 
them talk about human unity while ignoring sin, redemption, judgment, and conversion. 
But Scripture is much sharper than that. The Lord Jesus Christ told some very religious 
men, “Ye are of your father the devil” (John 8:44). That is not the language of universal 
spiritual brotherhood. That is the language of divine discrimination. 

The New Testament distinguishes between creation and sonship in the redemptive sense. 
Lost men are creatures of God, yes, but that does not mean they are all His children in the 
same way as those brought into relationship through faith and regeneration. Paul says in 
Galatians 3:26, “For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.” That verse alone 
destroys the sentimental lie that every man is already God’s child in the same sense 
regardless of his standing before Christ. Sonship in that Pauline sense is tied to faith in 
Christ Jesus, not to bare existence as a human being. Religion does not like that because it 
is too definite. 

So when “Our Father” is used as a banner for universalism, ecumenism, or soft interfaith 
language, it is being abused. The phrase is not a blank check for religious togetherness. It is 
not there to erase the difference between the redeemed and the lost. It is not there to 
create a false family feeling among people who have never been born again. The Bible’s 
distinctions are stronger than that. The opening words of the Lord’s Prayer must never be 
used to flatten the truth into sentimental mush. They belong in a scriptural setting where 
relationship to God is defined by His revelation, not by man’s emotions. 

7. Even the First Words of the Prayer Must Be Rightly Divided 

By the time a reader has honestly looked at the opening words, he should already see how 
necessary rightly dividing is. If “Our Father which art in heaven” is mishandled, then nothing 
later in the prayer will be safe either. The opening address is not generic. It is not detached 
from covenant relationship. It is not detached from Israel’s national hope. It is not detached 
from the messianic setting of Christ’s earthly ministry. It is not identical in doctrinal 
framework to the full revelation of the Church’s position in Paul’s epistles. And it is certainly 
not a license for teaching universal brotherhood. Those first words are already packed with 
doctrinal significance. 

That is why careless repetition is dangerous. The more familiar a phrase becomes, the 
easier it is for men to stop thinking about what it means. They repeat the words out of habit 
and then attach meanings to them that come from tradition rather than Scripture. But the 



Bible never asks the saint to stop thinking. It asks him to study. If a man would simply slow 
down long enough to ask who was speaking, to whom He was speaking, and in what 
doctrinal setting He was speaking, half the confusion would disappear. The opening line of 
the prayer would stop being a vague religious slogan and start being recognized as part of a 
kingdom prayer given by the King in a specific historical and doctrinal environment. 

And once that is seen, the glory of the text is not diminished. It is increased. The phrase 
becomes richer, not poorer. It stands there with more structure, more scriptural force, and 
more prophetic weight. It shows the reader that even the most familiar parts of the Bible 
have depth that sentimental religion has flattened out. The prayer is not weakened by being 
placed in its setting. It is strengthened. It becomes more precise, more beautiful, and more 
revealing of the wisdom of God in Scripture. That is what rightly dividing does. It does not 
drain the life out of the text. It drains the confusion out of the reader. 

The opening address of the Lord’s Prayer is far more than a soft preface to a famous prayer. 
It is a doorway into the whole doctrinal world the prayer inhabits. “Our Father which art in 
heaven” carries covenant overtones, kingdom atmosphere, and reverent distinction from 
the religious theater condemned in Matthew 6. It comes from the lips of the Messiah to 
disciples living within Israel’s prophetic expectation. It reflects a relationship shaped by 
God’s dealings with that people and stands far above the vague spirituality modern religion 
tries to build on it. Even the first words tell the careful reader that he is not dealing with a 
generic Church Age formula detached from context. 

This opening line also becomes a vital place to distinguish between God’s dealings with 
Israel and the later revelation of the believer’s position in Christ through Paul. The Christian 
today knows God as Father with the added light of the cross completed, the mystery 
revealed, and the Church placed in Christ in heavenly places. That does not erase the 
meaning of the opening address in Matthew 6. It simply means the address must first be 
understood where it was spoken before anyone tries to make comparisons or applications. 
Interpretation first, application second. That order protects the Bible student from 
confusion and keeps the lines clean. 

So the reader should leave this essay knowing that even the words “Our Father which art in 
heaven” must be handled with care. They are not a ceremonial ornament. They are not a 
proof text for universal brotherhood. They are not a contextless phrase for all religions to 
borrow. They are part of a kingdom prayer given in a kingdom setting by the King Himself. 
When that is understood, the rest of the prayer will start to open up with greater precision. 
And that is exactly the point of rightly dividing. It is not to rob the text of warmth. It is to keep 
the text from being stolen by error. 



 

 

4 of 9: The Lord’s Prayer Rightly Divided - Hallowed Be Thy Name, Thy Kingdom Come 

When the Lord Jesus Christ taught His disciples to pray, “Hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come,” He was not handing them a vague religious mood. He was not teaching 
them to whisper a poetic line that could be filled with whatever devotional meaning a 
church tradition happened to prefer. He was putting before them two massive kingdom 
realities. The first was the sanctification and public honoring of God’s name. The second 
was the literal coming of God’s kingdom. Those two petitions belong together because the 
name of God is fully hallowed in the earth when His rule is openly manifested in the earth. 
Men today recite those words with almost no sense of the prophetic weight hanging on 
them. They say “Thy kingdom come” and then interpret the kingdom as a private feeling, a 
better church service, a moral reform movement, or a mystical experience in the heart. But 
that is not the plain meaning of the words where they stand. The kingdom being prayed for 
in Matthew 6 is not a fog. It is a reign. 

That is exactly where modern Christianity starts to go wrong. It gets nervous whenever the 
Bible becomes too concrete. It likes spiritual language as long as the language stays soft, 
symbolic, and flexible. But once the text starts pointing toward a real King, a real throne, a 
real Jerusalem, a real restored Israel, and a real divine government on this earth, the 
average preacher starts scrambling for metaphor. He turns the kingdom into the church. He 
turns the throne into influence. He turns Jerusalem into the believer’s heart. He turns the 
prophets into devotional writers. Then he wonders why the Book stops making sense. The 
reason is simple. He has spiritualized the doctrine until nothing definite remains. Christ 
was not teaching His disciples to long for a mood. He was teaching them to long for a 
kingdom promised in the Scriptures, connected to God’s prophetic program, and destined 
to arrive in visible power. 

That is why this part of the prayer must be handled with backbone. “Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come” is the kingdom heartbeat of the prayer. It is not ornamental language. It 
is not filler between nicer devotional thoughts. It is the center of the whole thing. The 
disciples are taught to pray with God’s public glory and God’s earthly reign in view. That 
puts the prayer squarely in a prophetic setting and squarely in the orbit of Israel’s hope. The 
issue is not whether a Christian today can appreciate the longing for God’s name to be 
honored or for Christ to rule. Of course he can. The issue is whether the passage is going to 
be read honestly in its setting. If it is, then the kingdom being prayed for is future, real, 



visible, and earthly. If it is not, then it will be turned into another religious slogan with no 
throne, no King, no fulfillment, and no bite. 

1. “Hallowed Be Thy Name” Is a Prayer for God’s Public Honor, Not Religious Poetry 

The word “hallowed” is not the kind of word modern religion likes to think about very 
deeply. It sounds holy, so people say it with a soft voice and move on. But in the prayer it 
carries real substance. To hallow God’s name is to set it apart, honor it, reverence it, and 
see it vindicated as holy before men. That is not merely an internal sentiment. It is not 
merely a private feeling of reverence in the soul. The name of God is hallowed in the full 
biblical sense when His character, authority, truth, and glory are acknowledged openly and 
rightly. In a world full of blasphemy, rebellion, hypocrisy, and false religion, that prayer is 
loaded with prophetic force. It is a cry for the day when God’s name will no longer be 
trampled in the earth as it is now. 

That is one reason this petition belongs with “Thy kingdom come.” The kingdom is the 
public answer to the dishonoring of God’s name. Right now men curse His name, twist His 
words, invent gods after their own imagination, and build religious systems that use His 
language while denying His truth. But when the kingdom comes in its manifested form, the 
name of God will be publicly vindicated. The nations will know who rules. The rebels will 
not be running the show. The Lord will not be treated like a mascot for denominational 
ceremonies. His name will be honored in connection with His reign. So the prayer for His 
name to be hallowed is not detached from the hope of the kingdom. It reaches toward the 
day when God’s holiness will be displayed and acknowledged in the earth. 

This is where modern devotional reading goes weak. It turns “Hallowed be thy name” into a 
soft opening line about personal reverence and stops there. But the prophets did not stop 
there. Scripture repeatedly ties the sanctifying of God’s name to His acts in history, His 
dealings with Israel, His judgments, and His kingdom purposes. He sanctifies His great 
name before the nations by what He does. That is why the prayer is bigger than private 
piety. It includes that, but it reaches beyond it. Christ is teaching His disciples to pray in 
line with God’s public vindication in the earth. That is kingdom ground, not just private 
religious emotion. 

2. “Thy Kingdom Come” Means a Real Kingdom 

The plain meaning of the words should not be hard unless somebody’s theology is fighting 
them. A kingdom is a kingdom. It has rule, authority, law, government, and a king. When 
Jesus taught men to pray, “Thy kingdom come,” He was not teaching them to ask for a 
pleasant inward feeling. He was not teaching them to pray for the gradual improvement of 
society through religious effort. He was not teaching them to pray for a church revival in the 



modern evangelical sense. He was teaching them to long for the arrival of God’s kingdom in 
the sense promised by the prophets and proclaimed in connection with His own ministry. 

The Gospels are saturated with kingdom language. John the Baptist preached, “Repent ye: 
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 3:2). Jesus preached the same message 
(Matthew 4:17). The twelve were sent with the same kingdom proclamation (Matthew 10:7). 
That means the prayer in Matthew 6 cannot be detached from that living kingdom 
atmosphere. The kingdom being prayed for is the same kingdom being announced as at 
hand in relation to the King’s presence. It is not an unrelated mystical concept imported 
later by church tradition. It belongs to the same stream of revelation flowing through 
Matthew. Men only turn it into something foggy because they do not want the plain 
prophetic structure of the Book. 

Once you let the phrase mean what it says, a great deal of confusion clears up. The 
kingdom is future in its full manifested form. It is real. It is visible. It has to do with the earth. 
It has to do with Christ reigning. It has to do with Israel restored and the nations brought 
into order under divine authority. That is why the prayer has such force. It teaches disciples 
to long for more than personal comfort. It teaches them to long for God’s government to 
break into history in the promised way. Strip that out, and the prayer becomes decorative 
religion. Leave it in, and the prayer starts breathing like prophecy. 

3. The Prophets Spoke of This Kingdom Long Before Matthew 6 

The kingdom in Matthew 6 did not begin in Matthew 6. It was spoken of long before by the 
prophets. Isaiah wrote of a coming reign in which the government would be upon the 
Messiah’s shoulder and of the increase of His government and peace there would be no 
end, upon the throne of David and upon His kingdom (Isaiah 9:6-7). Daniel saw the God of 
heaven set up a kingdom that would never be destroyed (Daniel 2:44). Jeremiah, Ezekiel, 
Zechariah, and many others spoke of Israel’s restoration, divine rule, judgment, 
righteousness, and the Lord’s exaltation in the earth. Those are not random religious 
themes. They form the prophetic backbone of the kingdom hope. 

So when Christ teaches His disciples to pray, “Thy kingdom come,” He is not inventing a 
new religious phrase out of thin air. He is standing in continuity with the prophetic 
Scriptures. That is why the prayer has to be read with Old Testament ears. The disciples 
were not blank slates floating free from scriptural history. They belonged to a people who 
had heard promises about Zion, David’s throne, the nations, righteousness, peace, and the 
Lord reigning. The phrase “Thy kingdom come” would naturally resonate with those 
promises. It would not sound like vague spirituality. It would sound like the hoped-for 
intervention of God in fulfillment of what He had long declared. 



That Old Testament background also destroys the modern habit of turning the kingdom into 
a purely inward experience. The prophets did not speak that way. They spoke of nations, 
cities, thrones, judgment, peace, restoration, and visible rule. Yes, the kingdom has 
spiritual dimensions, because all of God’s rule is righteous and holy. But it is not less than 
actual reign. It is not less than historical fulfillment. Men who reduce the kingdom to inward 
experience do not enlarge the Bible. They shrink it. They strip the prophetic word of its 
substance and leave behind a religious vapor. 

4. The Kingdom in This Prayer Is Earth-Focused, Not Merely Inward 

The earth emphasis is impossible to ignore if the reader will simply stay with the text. The 
prayer goes on to say, “Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.” That line interprets the 
kingdom petition by showing its sphere of concern. The prayer is looking toward God’s rule 
being manifested in the earth. That makes perfect sense in a kingdom setting and perfect 
nonsense if the kingdom is only a private inward feeling. A private inward feeling does not 
answer the cry for God’s will to be done in earth as it is in heaven. A literal reign does. 

This is one of the places where many churches betray their discomfort with the plain Bible. 
They speak about the kingdom as though it were already present in the church in some 
complete spiritual sense, while the world remains full of blasphemy, war, corruption, false 
gods, tyranny, and death. If this is the kingdom in the sense prayed for in Matthew 6, then it 
is a sorry-looking kingdom. The truth is that the prayer is aiming beyond the present 
disorder. It is aiming toward the day when God’s order will govern the earth in the open. 
That is why the petition is future-oriented and prophetic in tone. 

A rightly divided reading sees the distinction clearly. The Church today does not bring in the 
kingdom. The Church preaches Christ, suffers in a hostile world, and waits for the Lord 
from heaven. The kingdom in its manifested earthly glory comes by divine intervention, not 
by ecclesiastical progress. Christ brings it. He does not inherit it from church committees. 
He does not arrive to congratulate the world on finally improving itself. He comes as King. 
That is why the prayer points forward. It teaches longing for a future divine reign, not 
confidence in present religious triumphalism. 

5. Spiritualizing the Kingdom Empties the Prayer of Its Meaning 

Once men start spiritualizing the kingdom, the prayer collapses into generalities. “Thy 
kingdom come” becomes “Help me have a better attitude.” “Hallowed be thy name” 
becomes “Help me feel more respectful.” The prophetic edge disappears. The historical 
expectation disappears. The concrete hope disappears. Everything becomes inward, 
symbolic, and flexible enough for any denomination to use without doctrinal discomfort. 
But that is not faithful interpretation. That is theological surrender. A spiritualized kingdom 



is a kingdom with no throne, no King in Jerusalem, no restored Israel, no governmental 
fulfillment, and no visible answer to the prophets. 

This is one of the great failures of church tradition. It claims to honor the prayer while 
draining the life out of it. It repeats the words but refuses their plain prophetic weight. A 
preacher will say “Thy kingdom come” on Sunday morning and then preach as though the 
kingdom promises to Israel were all absorbed into the church with no literal future. That 
kind of preaching turns the Bible into a word game. It allows a man to use scriptural 
language while denying scriptural substance. The devil loves that kind of religion because it 
keeps the form of godliness while emptying it of defined truth. 

A real kingdom means there will be a real King. A real King means real rule. Real rule means 
real fulfillment. Real fulfillment means the prophets were not speaking in riddles to be 
dissolved into church language. They were speaking of what God will do. The prayer should 
preserve that expectation, not erase it. When Christ taught His disciples to pray this way, 
He was not inviting them into metaphor. He was directing their hope toward what God had 
promised to bring to pass. Spiritualizing that does not make the prayer more profound. It 
makes the interpreter less honest. 

6. The Kingdom Is Connected to Restored Israel and God’s Prophetic Program 

The coming kingdom cannot be separated from Israel without doing violence to the 
prophetic Scriptures. God’s promises to Israel are not decorative extras in the Bible. They 
are central to the prophetic structure. The covenants, the throne of David, the restoration 
promises, the land, the kingdom language of the prophets, and the expectation 
surrounding the Messiah all connect to Israel in a real way. So when Christ teaches His 
disciples to pray, “Thy kingdom come,” He is not floating above those promises. He is 
speaking in the middle of them. The prayer is rooted in that program. 

That is why the attempt to turn the kingdom into a church-only reality always feels strained 
when measured against the text. Where is the throne of David in that system. Where is 
restored Israel in that system. Where is Jerusalem in that system. Where are the nations 
brought under visible divine rule in that system. Where is the fulfillment of the plain 
prophetic word. Once you ask those questions, the spiritualized kingdom starts looking like 
an escape hatch rather than an interpretation. It is what men invent when they do not know 
what to do with prophecy or when they are uncomfortable with God meaning what He says. 

A rightly divided reading keeps Israel where God kept Israel and keeps the Church where 
God kept the Church. That does not create confusion. It prevents confusion. The kingdom 
belongs to God’s prophetic program for the earth. The Body of Christ belongs to the 
mystery revealed through Paul. Those are not identical programs. They touch the same 



Lord and flow toward the same final glory, but they are not the same in their revealed 
structure. So in Matthew 6, the kingdom petition must be heard in relation to Israel’s hope, 
not severed from it by later religious system-building. 

7. Christ Taught His Disciples to Long for the Kingdom, Not Just Personal Blessing 

There is something wonderfully large about this part of the prayer. Before the petitions 
about daily bread, forgiveness, and deliverance, the disciples are taught to begin with 
God’s name and God’s kingdom. That order matters. It teaches that prayer is not first about 
personal convenience. It is first about God’s glory and God’s reign. In that setting, the 
disciples are being taught to desire the great public triumph of God’s purpose, not just a 
string of private comforts. That gives the prayer dignity and scale. It turns the heart outward 
and upward toward divine glory in history. 

That emphasis also rebukes much of modern prayer culture. A great deal of what passes for 
prayer now is little more than baptized self-interest. Men rush into the presence of God 
talking about their plans, their needs, their frustrations, and their wishes with hardly a 
thought for His name, His glory, His reign, or His will. But Christ began elsewhere. He 
taught men to start where heaven starts. He taught them to long for the sanctifying of God’s 
name and the coming of God’s kingdom. In other words, prayer begins with God being first, 
not man being central. 

That order fits a kingdom prayer perfectly. The disciples were being trained under the King 
while the kingdom was being proclaimed. Their desires were to be shaped accordingly. 
They were to think beyond immediate earthly nuisance and fix their hearts on the coming 
rule of God. That does not make the prayer less personal. It makes it properly ordered. And 
it also shows again why the prayer cannot be reduced to generic devotional language. It has 
prophetic muscle. It teaches men to desire the visible triumph of God’s rule, not merely 
inward serenity. 

“Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.” Those words are among the clearest signs 
that the Lord’s Prayer stands in a kingdom setting and beats with a kingdom heart. They 
point to the public honor of God’s name and the literal arrival of His reign. They are not 
vague spiritual wishes. They are not liturgical decorations. They are petitions tied directly to 
the prophetic hope of the Scriptures and the reign promised long before Christ spoke them 
on the mount. The disciples were not being taught to long for a mood. They were being 
taught to long for a kingdom. 

That kingdom is real, future, visible, and earthly in its manifested form. It is connected to 
the prophets, to David’s throne, to Israel’s restoration, and to God’s purpose for the earth. 
Churches that spiritualize it into a foggy idea only prove how uncomfortable they are with 



the plain meaning of the text. A kingdom with no throne, no King in Jerusalem, no restored 
Israel, and no earthly fulfillment is not the kingdom of the prophets. It is a theological 
substitute, polished enough for religious tradition but too thin for the Bible. Christ did not 
teach His disciples to pray for a substitute. 

So the reader should leave this essay with one thing settled in his mind. When the Lord 
taught men to say, “Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,” He meant far more than 
religious sentiment. He was directing their hearts toward the day when God’s name will be 
openly honored and God’s kingdom will openly rule. That is the heartbeat of the prayer. And 
once that heartbeat is heard clearly, the fog starts to lift. The passage regains its prophetic 
force, the Bible regains its structure, and the kingdom starts to look like what God said it 
would be all along. 

 

 

5 of 9: The Lord’s Prayer Rightly Divided - Thy Will Be Done in Earth, as It Is in Heaven 

“Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven” is one of the clearest kingdom statements in 
the entire Lord’s Prayer, and that is exactly why so many people flatten it into something 
weak, vague, and harmless. They reduce it to a sentimental expression about accepting 
personal disappointment, enduring hardship quietly, or learning to live with life’s 
difficulties. Now there is certainly a place for submission to God in trial, and there is 
certainly a place for bowing to His providence when a man does not understand what is 
happening around him. But that is not the full force of this petition in its setting. The Lord 
Jesus Christ was not merely teaching His disciples how to cope with inconvenience. He 
was teaching them to pray for heaven’s rule to be manifested in the earth. That is a kingdom 
prayer. It is not a private sigh of resignation. It is a prophetic petition for the divine order of 
heaven to break into this rebellious world in visible power. 

That is why this line exposes the poverty of so much modern interpretation. Religion wants 
to drain the kingdom out of the Lord’s Prayer because once the kingdom stays in the 
passage, the whole prayer becomes too concrete, too prophetic, and too disruptive to the 
soft fog that many churches prefer. If a preacher leaves this petition in its proper setting, 
then he has to deal with the fact that the earth is not presently operating as heaven 
operates. He has to deal with the fact that rebellion is still active, blasphemy is still loud, 
corruption is still widespread, false religion is still rampant, and the god of this world is still 
blinding minds. He has to admit that if God’s will were now being done in earth as it is in 
heaven in the full sense of this prayer, the world would not look the way it does. But many 



religious systems cannot admit that, because they have built their theology on the fantasy 
that the kingdom is already here in some completed form through the institutional church. 

So this petition has to be handled carefully and honestly. It belongs to the same kingdom 
setting as “Thy kingdom come,” because it is really an expansion of that kingdom cry. The 
coming of the kingdom means the doing of God’s will in earth as it is in heaven. Those two 
ideas belong together. Heaven is the pattern. Earth is the place to be brought into order. 
The prayer reaches toward a future manifestation of divine government in which 
righteousness, peace, justice, and holy authority will openly govern the world. That 
connects directly to the prophets, directly to Israel’s kingdom hope, and directly to the 
reign of the Messiah. It also exposes the present age for what it is. The Church is not 
bringing in that kingdom. The Church is not transforming this present evil world into 
heaven’s order. The Church is waiting for Jesus Christ, and this petition helps prove why. 

1. This Petition Is a Kingdom Petition, Not Merely Personal Resignation 

The first thing that must be established is that “Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven” 
is not merely a line about personal acceptance of suffering. That application may be made 
devotionally in a secondary way, but it is not the primary doctrinal force of the statement in 
its context. The Lord is teaching His disciples to pray in relation to God’s kingdom and 
God’s public rule. The petition is not first about an individual learning to endure bad 
circumstances with grace. It is about the will of God being carried out in the earth the way it 
is carried out in heaven. That is much larger, much more prophetic, and much more 
governmental than the average devotional reading allows. 

Once that is seen, the difference becomes obvious. A man going through sickness may say, 
“Lord, help me accept Thy will,” and that may be a sincere and proper prayer in its own 
place. But that is not the same as praying for God’s will to be done in the earth as it is in 
heaven. The latter reaches beyond private submission and looks toward universal order 
under divine rule. It looks toward a world in which rebellion is crushed, righteousness 
governs, and heaven’s standard becomes earth’s reality. That is not happening now in the 
present world system. So the petition cannot honestly be reduced to personal resignation 
without gutting its prophetic force. 

This is the danger of reading the Lord’s Prayer through a narrow sentimental lens. Men take 
a line with kingdom scale and shrink it down to personal mood management. They turn a 
prophetic cry into a therapeutic tool. The result is that the prayer becomes small enough 
for religion to use comfortably, but no longer large enough to reflect what Christ was really 
teaching. The Lord did not give His disciples a weak religious formula. He gave them 



kingdom instruction. This petition stands right in the middle of that kingdom framework and 
must be allowed to retain its full size. 

2. Heaven Is the Pattern, and Earth Is the Sphere of Fulfillment 

The phrase itself gives the pattern and the sphere. Heaven is the pattern. Earth is the 
sphere. That is important because it rules out a lot of theological fog immediately. The Lord 
is not saying, “Help me feel heavenly thoughts while living in an earthly mess.” He is saying 
that God’s will is to be done in earth as it is in heaven. Heaven is the realm where God’s 
authority is not contested the way it is here below. Heaven is the place of immediate divine 
order, perfect submission, and unhindered holiness. Earth, by contrast, is the place of 
rebellion, defiance, tyranny, false worship, oppression, corruption, and decay. So the 
prayer is a plea for the earth to be brought into conformity with the order of heaven. 

That makes the petition openly future-looking and kingdom-oriented. If heaven is the 
standard and earth is the place to be reordered, then the prayer is not fulfilled by vague 
spiritual feelings inside believers while the world at large continues in revolt. It aims at 
visible transformation under divine rule. It anticipates the day when the Lord’s authority will 
not merely be acknowledged by a few faithful saints but manifested over the nations. That 
is why the prayer fits prophecy so naturally. The prophets again and again point toward a 
time when righteousness will characterize the earth, the nations will be brought low under 
divine authority, and the Lord will reign in visible power. 

The modern tendency is to internalize everything because it makes the text easier to 
swallow. But the text itself refuses to stay internal. It says “in earth.” That phrase alone 
should correct a mountain of confused preaching. The prayer has earth in view. It has 
conditions on earth in view. It has the manifest doing of God’s will in the realm where His 
will is presently resisted in open ways. Once that is admitted, the passage starts to open 
with tremendous prophetic force, and the reader can no longer pretend that it is merely 
about psychological acceptance of hard times. 

3. The Prophets Spoke of God’s Will Governing the Earth 

This petition does not arise in isolation. It grows out of the prophetic hope of the Old 
Testament. The prophets spoke of a coming time when the Lord would judge the nations, 
establish righteousness, restore Israel, and govern in such a way that peace and justice 
would characterize the earth. Isaiah wrote of a kingdom where the wolf and the lamb would 
dwell together, where the earth would be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters 
cover the sea (Isaiah 11:6-9). Zechariah spoke of the Lord becoming King over all the earth 
(Zechariah 14:9). Psalm 72 describes the righteous reign of the King in terms that are 



anything but vague. These passages point toward a real earthly order under divine 
government. 

So when Christ teaches His disciples to pray, “Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven,” 
He is speaking in line with that whole prophetic expectation. He is not inventing a new 
mystical idea detached from Israel’s Scriptures. He is placing the prayer within the 
framework of what God had long promised. The disciples, living in Israel’s kingdom 
atmosphere, would not have heard the petition as a piece of abstract philosophy. They 
would have heard it as part of the hope bound up with the coming reign of the Messiah and 
the fulfillment of God’s promises in the earth. 

That Old Testament background is essential because it keeps the prayer anchored in 
revelation instead of sentiment. Without that anchor, the phrase gets turned into whatever 
a denomination wants it to mean. With that anchor, the phrase is tied to righteousness, 
peace, government, judgment, restoration, and the visible victory of God’s order over 
earthly rebellion. That is why this petition is so strong. It does not merely express private 
spirituality. It expresses the longing of heaven’s cause to triumph in the very arena where 
sin has reigned so long. 

4. The Present World Clearly Is Not Operating as Heaven Operates 

One of the easiest ways to see the force of this petition is simply to look around. If God’s 
will were now being done in earth as it is in heaven in the full sense of this prayer, the earth 
would not be in its present state. Heaven is not run by corrupt politicians, lying devils, 
violent regimes, false prophets, corporate thieves, and perverted entertainers. Heaven 
does not have abortion clinics, war crimes, trafficking networks, occult religions, and 
blasphemous media systems. Heaven is not a place where truth is mocked and evil is 
celebrated. So if the prayer is asking for God’s will to be done in earth as it is in heaven, 
then the earth plainly has not yet reached that state. 

That obvious contrast destroys the fantasy that the kingdom is already here in some 
completed or near-completed form through the present church age. If this is the kingdom, 
then it is a counterfeit one. If this is God’s will being done in earth as it is in heaven, then 
heaven must be a disaster zone. But of course that is absurd. The prayer itself assumes a 
contrast between heaven’s order and earth’s disorder. It reaches toward the removal of that 
contrast through divine intervention. In other words, it is a prayer for something not yet fully 
present at the time it is spoken and still not fully present now. 

This is where rightly dividing the word of truth helps more than sentiment ever could. A 
Bible believer does not need to pretend the present age is the kingdom just because he 
wants to make the text fit his system. He can simply admit what the text implies. The earth 



is still in rebellion. The will of God is not presently being done here in the same open and 
complete way it is done in heaven. Therefore the petition points forward to a future 
manifestation of God’s rule. That keeps the passage honest and keeps the reader out of 
theological fantasy. 

5. The Church Is Not Bringing in the Kingdom 

This petition also exposes one of the most persistent errors in Christendom, the idea that 
the Church is gradually bringing in the kingdom by moral reform, cultural influence, 
political engagement, or religious expansion. But if the Church were bringing in the 
kingdom in the sense of Matthew 6, then one would expect the world to be moving toward 
heaven’s order in a steady, prophetic line. Instead, Scripture says evil men and seducers 
shall wax worse and worse (2 Timothy 3:13). The mystery of iniquity is already at work (2 
Thessalonians 2:7). The age ends not with church triumph but with apostasy, deception, 
and judgment. That alone should be enough to bury postmillennial fantasies and kingdom-
now talk. 

The Body of Christ has a mission, but that mission is not to manufacture the millennial 
kingdom before the return of the King. The Church preaches the gospel of the grace of God, 
teaches sound doctrine, edifies saints, suffers with Christ, and waits for the blessed hope. 
She is a heavenly people with a heavenly calling. Her citizenship is in heaven (Philippians 
3:20). She is not commissioned to set up the throne of David in Jerusalem or to impose 
heaven’s public order on the nations before Christ returns. That work belongs to the King 
Himself when He comes in power and glory. The prayer in Matthew 6 fits that future 
kingdom setting, not the present dispensation of grace as though the two were identical. 

This distinction matters because without it men become discouraged or delusional. Either 
they get discouraged because the world is clearly not becoming heavenlike despite all the 
religious activity, or they become delusional and start calling every temporary cultural gain 
“the kingdom.” But the Bible gives a better answer. The kingdom in its manifested earthly 
form comes by divine intervention. The Church does not usher it in. Christ brings it. Once 
that is understood, “Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven” becomes a prophetic 
kingdom prayer instead of a slogan for religious activism. 

6. This Petition Exposes the Rebellion of the Present Age 

Another thing this line does is expose the true character of the present world. Men talk a 
great deal about human progress, civilization, advancement, and enlightened culture, but 
the prayer itself reminds the believer that the earth is not yet aligned with heaven. That 
means the present age is fundamentally marked by rebellion against God’s will. That 
rebellion may wear religious clothing. It may quote Scripture selectively. It may sing hymns 



on Sunday and legislate evil on Monday. But it is rebellion all the same. The prayer names 
the problem by implying the contrast. Heaven obeys. Earth resists. 

That is why the petition has such doctrinal sharpness. It is not naïve. It does not pretend the 
world is basically good and just needs a little inspiration. It recognizes that the world lies in 
wickedness and awaits the open triumph of divine rule. The kingdoms of this world are not 
neutral. The systems of man are not naturally inclined toward God’s righteousness. The 
present age is under the shadow of sin, curse, satanic influence, and human depravity. That 
is why heaven’s order must come from above. It will not arise naturally from below. 

This also gives the believer a realistic view of the age he lives in. He is not shocked by 
corruption because Scripture has already told him that the earth is not yet running on 
heaven’s pattern. He is not deceived by polished rhetoric about progress because he 
knows what real divine order looks like. And he does not waste time pretending that every 
religious movement is proof the kingdom has arrived. The petition itself teaches him to look 
higher and farther. It trains his heart to desire not human improvement alone but the actual 
manifestation of God’s will in the earth. 

7. The Petition Points to Christ’s Future Reign 

In the end, this line cannot be separated from the future reign of Jesus Christ. God’s will 
being done in earth as it is in heaven is not an abstract process. It is tied to the reign of the 
rightful King. The prophets connect divine order in the earth with the Messiah ruling, 
judging, restoring, and reigning. Revelation ends with the kingdoms of this world becoming 
the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ (Revelation 11:15). That is not church metaphor. 
That is divine conquest and divine government. The prayer in Matthew 6 reaches in that 
same direction. 

This is why the petition is full of hope without being naïve. It does not deny present 
darkness. It assumes it. But it also assumes a future answer. The answer is not man 
evolving upward into heaven’s likeness. The answer is the King. The answer is Christ 
reigning. The answer is divine government overthrowing rebellion and establishing 
righteousness. That gives the line its prophetic urgency. The disciples are taught to long for 
a world under God’s visible authority, and that longing is answered finally in connection 
with the reign of Jesus Christ. 

So the reader should see that this petition is one of the strongest kingdom indicators in the 
whole prayer. It reaches beyond private emotion to public order. It reaches beyond inward 
desire to outward fulfillment. It reaches beyond present disorder to future reign. In other 
words, it belongs exactly where it sits, in a kingdom prayer taught by the King to men living 



under Israel’s prophetic horizon. Once that is seen, the passage becomes both sharper and 
more glorious. 

“Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven” is not a weak devotional slogan for coping with 
life. It is a kingdom petition of enormous scope. It asks for heaven’s order to govern earth’s 
disorder. It points toward the overthrow of rebellion, the establishment of righteousness, 
and the visible manifestation of divine rule in the very realm where sin now runs wild. That 
is why the line cannot honestly be flattened into general talk about accepting hardship. It 
includes submission, yes, but it reaches far beyond that into prophecy, kingdom, and 
government. 

The present condition of the world proves the point. God’s will is not now being done in 
earth as it is in heaven in the full sense intended by this prayer. If it were, the earth would 
not be drowning in corruption, violence, false religion, and rebellion. That contrast is built 
into the petition itself. It points forward to a day when the contrast will be removed by divine 
intervention. And that day is tied not to the institutional church bringing in the kingdom, but 
to Jesus Christ returning to reign. The Church waits for Him. She does not replace Him. 

So this essay should leave the reader with a clean distinction in his mind. The prayer is 
kingdom language. The hope is prophetic. The fulfillment is future. The reign is real. And the 
One who will bring heaven’s order openly into earth is the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. Once 
that is understood, the fog lifts. The passage stops sounding like a vague religious 
sentiment and starts sounding like what it is, a cry for the righteous government of God to 
be manifested in the earth. That is the kind of clarity rightly dividing brings, and that is 
exactly why this prayer must be studied with care. 

 

 

6 of 9: The Lord’s Prayer Rightly Divided - Give Us This Day Our Daily Bread 

When the Lord Jesus Christ taught His disciples to pray, “Give us this day our daily bread,” 
He was not handing them a prosperity formula, a blank check for material abundance, or a 
soft religious slogan to be recited by people who never stop to ask where the prayer 
belongs doctrinally. He was teaching them dependence. He was teaching them simplicity. 
He was teaching them to look to God for provision in a kingdom setting where trust in the 
Father was to replace anxiety, theatrical religion, and worldly grasping. These are plain 
words, but they have been badly mishandled by modern religion. Some have used them to 
justify a health-and-wealth message that would have been foreign to the entire Sermon on 
the Mount. Others have stripped them of their kingdom context and treated them as though 



they were a direct Pauline formula for the Church in this dispensation. But the verse will not 
stay in either ditch if the reader keeps it where Christ placed it. 

The broader setting in Matthew 6 is essential. The same chapter that gives the prayer also 
warns about laying up treasures on earth, serving mammon, and taking anxious thought for 
life, food, drink, and clothing. The Lord points His hearers to the fowls of the air and the 
lilies of the field, not to teach laziness, but to teach confidence in the Father’s care. That 
whole atmosphere matches the petition for daily bread. It is not the atmosphere of 
accumulation, greed, or carnal ambition. It is the atmosphere of a people being taught to 
trust God under kingdom conditions, with their eyes lifted above the panic and scramble of 
this world. The prayer is simple because faith is simple. Men complicate it because 
unbelief always wants extra guarantees, extra security, and bigger barns. 

At the same time, the verse is profitable for believers today if it is handled honestly. There 
are spiritual lessons here that any saint can appreciate. Dependence on God is always 
right. Gratitude for daily provision is always right. Trust instead of anxiety is always right. 
But practical devotional application is not the same thing as doctrinal ownership. A 
Christian can learn from this petition without pretending the prayer was written directly to 
the Body of Christ as its primary doctrinal charter. That distinction matters. Once it is lost, 
the verse gets dragged into molds it was never meant to occupy. Once it is preserved, the 
saint can enjoy the profit of the passage without stealing Israel’s mail or confusing the 
kingdom program with the present dispensation of grace. 

1. “Give Us This Day Our Daily Bread” Is a Prayer of Dependence 

The first thing this petition teaches is dependence on God. It is not the language of self-
sufficiency. It is not the language of modern religious entrepreneurship. It is not the 
language of a man boasting about what he has built, stored, controlled, and secured. It is 
the language of need. It is the language of creatures looking to their Creator and of 
disciples looking to their Father. The prayer does not say, “Give us this year our overflowing 
abundance,” or “Give us this life our financial empire.” It says, “Give us this day our daily 
bread.” That is humble language. That is measured language. That is the speech of people 
trained to live one day at a time under the eye of God. 

That alone rebukes a great deal of carnal religion. Some people approach prayer as though 
it were a sanctified shopping list. They want God to underwrite every dream of worldly 
enlargement and every appetite for comfort. But Christ did not teach His disciples to pray 
that way here. He taught them to ask for bread, not luxury. He taught them to ask for daily 
provision, not piled-up indulgence. The petition is small in the best sense because faith 
often begins by being content with what God knows is necessary. Men who are drunk on 



the spirit of the age want more than that. They want religious language to bless material 
excess. But the text stubbornly remains simple. 

That simplicity is one reason the verse has real power. It gets down to the basic truth that 
life itself is dependent on God. Every meal is from Him. Every provision is from Him. Every 
breath is from Him. That is not just poetic sentiment. It is doctrinal reality. In this petition 
the disciple is taught to acknowledge that openly. He is not autonomous. He is not self-
made. He is not independent. He lives by what God supplies. The prayer trains the heart to 
remember that daily and to live before God in a posture of trust rather than pride. 

2. The Petition Fits the Sermon on the Mount Context 

This line cannot be interpreted honestly if it is ripped loose from the Sermon on the Mount. 
The Lord’s Prayer sits inside Matthew 6, and Matthew 6 is loaded with instruction about 
earthly priorities, religious hypocrisy, treasures, anxiety, and trust. The petition for daily 
bread fits that whole framework perfectly. It is not a random standalone sentence. It 
belongs in a chapter where the Lord exposes hypocrites who do their religious works to be 
seen of men and where He redirects attention away from public show and toward secret 
trust in the Father. It belongs in a chapter where men are told not to be consumed with 
earthly accumulation or enslaved to mammon. 

Later in the same chapter, the Lord says, “Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or 
what ye shall drink” (Matthew 6:25), and again, “Take therefore no thought for the morrow” 
(Matthew 6:34). That does not mean sinful carelessness or sloth. It means freedom from 
anxious, unbelieving obsession. It means living under the Father’s care instead of under the 
tyranny of fear. “Give us this day our daily bread” harmonizes with that perfectly. It 
expresses the same spirit of daily trust. The disciple is not being taught to live in panic over 
tomorrow’s supply. He is being taught to look to God for today’s provision. 

That context is what destroys both prosperity preaching and nervous materialism. 
Prosperity preaching cannot live comfortably inside Matthew 6 because the chapter keeps 
refusing to magnify earthly abundance. Nervous materialism cannot live comfortably there 
either because the chapter keeps calling men back to trust. The petition for daily bread sits 
right in the middle of that tension. It teaches dependence without greed and trust without 
presumption. It belongs in a sermon where kingdom righteousness is valued more than 
earthly accumulation. Once the context is respected, the verse becomes far clearer and far 
less vulnerable to religious abuse. 

3. This Is Kingdom Trust, Not a Formula for Wealth 

The petition reflects kingdom trust in a kingdom setting. Christ is teaching disciples in 
connection with the kingdom of heaven, the Father’s care, and the priorities of those who 



are to seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness. That means the petition should 
not be dragged into a prosperity system that measures divine favor by visible wealth. The 
verse is not there to teach that if a man prays correctly, God will flood him with material 
success. It is there to teach that God provides what is needed and that His people are to 
live in dependence on Him rather than being mastered by covetousness. 

The contrast is sharp. A prosperity preacher reads “daily bread” and somehow hears luxury 
cars, designer clothing, private jets, and endless upward financial movement. But the text 
does not say that. It says bread. It says daily. It teaches need supplied, not greed sanctified. 
The prosperity system has to twist the verse because it cannot survive the plain meaning of 
Christ’s words. The whole point of the petition is modest dependence. The whole spirit of it 
is contentment with what the Father sees fit to provide. That is worlds away from the fleshly 
gospel of accumulation that has corrupted so much religious talk about provision. 

This is one of the places where rightly dividing actually protects the saint. It keeps him from 
forcing Matthew 6 into a prosperity mold it was never intended to bear. It also keeps him 
from treating the verse like a universal law guaranteeing material comfort under all 
circumstances. The kingdom setting includes trust in God under His rule and in 
expectation of His care, but that is not the same as a modern sales pitch for wealth. The 
prayer fits a people being taught to trust under kingdom conditions, not a church culture 
intoxicated with consumerism. That difference needs to be stated plainly because religion 
almost never states it plainly. 

4. The Daily Provision Language Fits a Remnant Mindset 

There is also a remnant flavor to this petition that deserves attention. The language of daily 
bread, daily reliance, and daily trust harmonizes with a people not anchored in worldly 
security systems but in God’s ongoing care. In the prophetic and kingdom framework of the 
Gospels, that kind of dependence makes sense. Christ is not training His hearers to settle 
down as masters of the present world order. He is training them to live under the Father’s 
eye and in expectation of His kingdom. That kind of prayer language suits a remnant people 
whose confidence is in God, not in the machinery of a corrupt age. 

This becomes especially meaningful when the broader prophetic background is 
considered. Scripture anticipates times of pressure, testing, and trouble in relation to Israel 
and the kingdom program. A people trained to pray for daily bread are being trained to look 
to God directly, not to the world system as their final source of safety. That does not mean 
they never worked, planned, or acted responsibly. It means their confidence was not in 
accumulated earthly insulation from all trouble. Their confidence was in God’s sustaining 



care. That tone runs throughout the Lord’s teaching in Matthew 6 and makes the petition 
feel entirely at home there. 

Modern readers often miss that because they read with a middle-class church bulletin 
mindset. They read as though every passage in the Bible must fit the assumptions of 
ordinary settled life in the present age. But the Bible is bigger than those assumptions. The 
petition has a flavor of holy dependence that fits a people taught to live near to God and 
light on the world. That is one reason it has always unsettled fleshly religion. Flesh likes 
storage, control, and visible reserves. Faith says, “Give us this day our daily bread.” Flesh 
wants guarantees in bulk. Faith looks to the Father for today. 

5. The Church Can Learn from the Petition Without Owning It Doctrinally 

This is where balance is needed. A rightly divided reading does not mean the Church has 
nothing to learn from the petition. Far from it. Believers today can absolutely learn 
simplicity, trust, gratitude, and daily dependence from these words. They can learn to thank 
God for ordinary provision. They can learn not to be consumed with anxious thought. They 
can learn that life is sustained by God’s hand. All of that is profitable. The problem begins 
only when a man refuses to distinguish between learning from a passage and claiming it as 
though it were addressed doctrinally in the same way to the Body of Christ. 

That distinction is not hair-splitting. It is the difference between sound interpretation and 
doctrinal confusion. A Christian can learn from Noah’s obedience without building an ark. 
He can learn from David’s courage without going out to hunt Philistines with a sling. He can 
learn from Israel’s wilderness experience without pretending he is under Moses. In the 
same way, he can learn from “Give us this day our daily bread” without forcing the whole 
Lord’s Prayer into Pauline ground. The practical lesson may be carried over. The doctrinal 
setting may not be erased. That is the balance mature Bible study requires. 

Once that is understood, the verse becomes even more useful, not less. The saint is free to 
enjoy the spiritual profit without feeling compelled to flatten all dispensational distinctions. 
He can say, “There is a beautiful lesson here about dependence on God,” while also saying, 
“This prayer belongs in a kingdom setting and must be interpreted there first.” Those two 
statements do not fight each other. They support each other. Right interpretation protects 
healthy application. Wrong interpretation poisons application. The saint who knows the 
difference will be richer for it spiritually. 

6. Paul’s Epistles Speak to the Church Differently, Though Not Contradictorily 

When the Church’s relationship to provision is considered in Paul’s epistles, the tone is not 
contradictory, but it is distinct. Paul teaches contentment. He teaches thanksgiving. He 
teaches trust in God. He teaches labor, generosity, and reliance on the Lord. He can say 



that God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus 
(Philippians 4:19). He can say that if any would not work, neither should he eat (2 
Thessalonians 3:10). He can say that having food and raiment let us be therewith content (1 
Timothy 6:8). Those instructions speak directly into the present dispensation and show 
how the Body of Christ is to think about material things. 

That is why there is no need to force Matthew 6 into Paul’s mold. Paul already gives the 
Church its own doctrine on contentment, labor, provision, giving, and trust. The saint today 
does not need to steal Israel’s doctrinal mail to learn how to live before God in relation to 
material needs. He already has apostolic instruction given directly to the Body of Christ. 
But that does not cancel the value of Christ’s words in Matthew 6. It simply means the two 
must not be confused. Matthew 6 provides kingdom instruction from the King in that 
setting. Paul provides Church doctrine for this dispensation. Both are true. They are simply 
not identical in doctrinal address. 

This is where careless preaching so often goes wrong. A preacher grabs verses from 
Matthew, Philippians, Deuteronomy, and Proverbs, mashes them together, and then hands 
the whole mixture to a congregation as though no distinctions matter. That may produce 
emotional sermons, but it does not produce clear doctrine. The better way is to let each 
passage speak in its place. Then the saint can see the harmony without destroying the 
distinctions. He can appreciate daily dependence in Matthew 6 and contentment in 
Philippians 4 without pretending they belong to the same setting or reveal the same 
program. 

7. “Daily Bread” Teaches Gratitude for the Ordinary Hand of God 

There is a final practical beauty in this petition that should not be missed. It teaches 
gratitude for ordinary things. Bread is basic. It is not spectacular. It is not luxurious. It is not 
the language of earthly grandeur. It is the language of sustenance. That means the prayer 
turns the heart toward the ordinary hand of God in daily life. It trains a person to recognize 
that even the common mercies of food, provision, and maintenance are gifts from the 
Father. In a world drunk on excess and always craving novelty, that is a deeply needed 
lesson. 

The flesh is always tempted to despise ordinary mercies. It notices what it does not have 
and overlooks what God has already provided. But this petition calls the disciple back to 
the basics. It teaches him to be thankful for what sustains life. It teaches him to look up for 
bread before he starts dreaming about banquets. That is spiritually healthy. It is healthy in 
any age. Men who learn to thank God for daily bread are harder to seduce with the glitter of 



mammon because they have already learned that the Father’s simplest gifts are not small 
things. 

This is one reason the petition remains so moving even when rightly divided. Its doctrinal 
setting is specific, but its spiritual lesson is broad in its usefulness. It exposes greed, 
humbles pride, and magnifies the goodness of God in the plain necessities of life. That is 
not sentimentalism. That is realism under faith. Every crumb comes from Him. Every meal 
is a mercy. Every provision is an expression of His sustaining kindness. When the reader 
sees that, the verse stops sounding like a routine church phrase and starts sounding like 
what it is, a confession of daily dependence on the God who gives life. 

“Give us this day our daily bread” is a simple petition, but it is not a shallow one. It teaches 
dependence instead of self-sufficiency, trust instead of anxiety, and gratitude instead of 
grasping. It fits perfectly within the broader setting of Matthew 6, where Christ warns 
against mammon, condemns fretful care, and directs His hearers toward the Father’s 
faithful provision. That alone should keep the verse from being twisted into a prosperity 
slogan or a religious excuse for covetousness. The verse is modest, measured, and shaped 
by kingdom trust. 

At the same time, the petition belongs in its own doctrinal setting. It harmonizes with a 
remnant people being taught to trust God under kingdom conditions and in view of His 
care. That does not mean believers today cannot learn from it. They can and should. But 
they must learn from it without pretending it was written directly as Pauline Church 
doctrine. Practical devotional application is one thing. doctrinal ownership is another. 
Once that distinction is respected, the verse becomes clearer and richer. The saint can 
profit from its lesson without confusing God’s programs. 

So the right handling of this petition leaves the reader with both reverence and clarity. 
Reverence, because the words are beautiful and spiritually healthy. Clarity, because their 
setting must be preserved. The Father still deserves our trust. Daily provision is still His gift. 
Gratitude is still fitting. Anxiety is still unbelief. But the prayer itself belongs in the kingdom 
framework where Christ gave it. If that framework is honored, then the verse will do what 
God intended it to do. It will humble the proud, quiet the anxious, expose the greedy, and 
teach the heart to look upward for bread one day at a time. 

7 of 9: The Lord’s Prayer Rightly Divided - Forgive Us Our Debts, as We Forgive Our 
Debtors 

There is hardly a line in the so-called Lord’s Prayer that has done more damage in the 
hands of careless preachers than this one. “Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors” 
has been used to terrify saints, confuse young converts, cloud assurance, and drag saved 



people back under a performance-based mindset that smells more like Sinai than Calvary. 
Men quote it with a solemn religious tone, but they do not stop long enough to ask the most 
important question of all. Where does this statement belong doctrinally. If a man does not 
answer that question right, he will turn one of the clearest lessons in rightly dividing the 
word of truth into a weapon against the grace of God. That is exactly what has happened in 
church after church for generations. Instead of seeing the phrase in its kingdom setting, 
they have jammed it into the Body of Christ and used it to make believers doubt whether 
they are truly forgiven unless they perform to a certain standard. 

Now the words themselves are plain enough where they stand. The problem is not that they 
are unclear. The problem is that people insist on reading them in the wrong place. In 
Matthew 6 the Lord Jesus Christ is teaching His disciples in the setting of His earthly 
ministry to Israel, in the atmosphere of the kingdom of heaven being proclaimed, before the 
cross, before the resurrection, before Pentecost, before the revelation of the mystery 
through Paul. Those facts are not decorative. They are the rails that keep a preacher from 
flying off the track. Yet many men ignore them because they would rather preserve religious 
tradition than submit to scriptural distinctions. So they take a kingdom statement on 
forgiveness, blend it with Church Age truth, and produce confusion that God never 
authored. The result is a mixed message where grace is preached out of one side of the 
mouth and conditional forgiveness is preached out of the other. 

That is why this essay has to be one of the strongest in the whole series. This is not a side 
issue. It touches assurance. It touches the finished work of Christ. It touches the difference 
between prophecy and mystery, Israel and the Church, kingdom truth and Pauline truth. If a 
man gets this wrong, he will not only misunderstand the prayer. He will misunderstand the 
gospel’s effect on the believer’s standing. He will wound consciences that should be 
resting in Christ. He will help legalists build systems of fear and uncertainty that make 
saved people live as though the blood of Christ did not settle anything finally. But if this 
passage is rightly divided, it becomes one of the clearest proofs in all the Gospels that God 
means what He says, where He says it, and that a man must never steal Israel’s doctrinal 
mail and then force it onto the Body of Christ. 

1. The Statement Is Plain in Matthew 6 and Must Be Taken Seriously There 

The first thing that must be said is that the words in Matthew 6 mean exactly what they say 
where they are found. “And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors” is not a poetic 
flourish or harmless devotional filler. It is a real petition with a real condition attached to it 
in the setting where Christ spoke it. Men get into trouble when they try to solve hard 
passages by softening them. There is no need to soften this one. The Lord said it plainly, 
and then to make sure nobody missed the force of it, He explained it immediately afterward 



in verses 14 and 15. So the first duty of a Bible believer is to let the statement stand without 
trimming it, dodging it, or explaining it away. 

That means the reader must not begin by forcing Pauline truth into Matthew 6. He must 
begin by hearing Matthew 6 in Matthew 6. Christ is speaking to disciples under His earthly 
ministry, in a kingdom setting, before the cross. In that setting the prayer asks the Father to 
forgive debts in relation to the disciples’ own forgiveness of others. That is not imaginary. 
That is not accidental. That is not merely symbolic. It is the language of the passage itself. If 
a preacher is too scared of the verse to let it say what it says there, then he has no business 
teaching it at all. The answer to a hard passage is not panic. The answer is proper 
placement. 

Once that is admitted, the real work can begin. The verse is strong, but strong verses are 
not a threat to a rightly divided Bible. They are only a threat to mixed theology. The panic 
starts when men think every verse in the Bible must be made to speak directly in the same 
doctrinal tone to the same people under the same revelation. But once a man understands 
that Scripture contains distinctions in audience, timing, and program, the verse no longer 
looks like a contradiction. It looks like a boundary marker. It says, in effect, “Pay attention. 
You are standing in kingdom territory here.” 

2. Christ Immediately Explains the Conditional Nature of It 

If there were any doubt about the conditional structure of the petition, the Lord removes it 
at once. After the prayer He says, “For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you: But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your 
Father forgive your trespasses” (Matthew 6:14-15). That is about as direct as language can 
be. There is no fog there. There is no hidden clause. The relationship between forgiving 
others and receiving forgiveness from the Father is stated plainly in that context. A man 
who wants to be honest with the text has to admit it. 

This is exactly the verse legalists love to wave around, because on the surface it looks like it 
gives them a club to beat saints back under fear. They thunder, “If you do not forgive 
everybody perfectly, God will not forgive you.” Then they turn around and preach to Church 
Age believers as though this were the direct governing doctrine of their standing in Christ. 
That is where the damage begins. The legalist is not wrong because he reads the words 
plainly in Matthew. He is wrong because he drags the words out of their setting and makes 
them override the later revelation of the believer’s complete forgiveness in Christ. He mixes 
dispensations and calls the confusion holiness. 

But the verse itself must still be allowed to stand in its own place. Christ is not speaking 
loosely. He is not contradicting Himself. He is speaking truth in a kingdom setting that has 



to be interpreted within the framework of His earthly ministry to Israel. The fact that the 
statement is conditional there is not a problem for the Bible student. It is only a problem for 
the man who insists that Matthew 6 and Ephesians 4 must say the same thing in the same 
way to the same people under the same revelation. They do not. And God never said they 
did. 

3. This Is Kingdom Forgiveness Language in a Kingdom Context 

The whole setting of the Lord’s Prayer is kingdom ground. The prayer includes “Thy kingdom 
come,” “Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven,” and other statements saturated with 
prophetic and kingdom expectation. It belongs to the same atmosphere as the Sermon on 
the Mount, where the King is present, the nation is under confrontation, and kingdom 
righteousness is in view. That means the forgiveness language in the prayer must be read in 
that same kingdom atmosphere. It does not float free from the rest of the prayer. It belongs 
to it. 

That is one reason the legalist’s use of the passage is so dishonest. He wants the 
conditional forgiveness part from Matthew 6, but he usually does not want to admit the full 
kingdom setting that surrounds it. He wants to borrow the warning without the framework. 
But the framework is exactly what defines the warning. In this setting, forgiveness is spoken 
of in relation to the Father’s dealings with disciples under the kingdom proclamation. That 
is not the same as Paul’s later revelation concerning the believer’s sealed standing in Christ 
and his accomplished forgiveness through the blood. The two belong to different 
dispensational contexts. 

Once the kingdom setting is respected, the verse begins to make doctrinal sense. In the 
kingdom context of Matthew, the Father’s governmental dealings with men are being 
spoken of in a way that fits that program. In the Church Age epistles, the believer’s standing 
in Christ is unfolded in connection with the finished work of the cross. Those are not 
identical presentations. They are both true where they belong, but they are not 
interchangeable. A preacher who refuses that distinction will wind up with a Bible that 
fights itself, when the real fight is in his own system. 

4. Paul Reveals Full Forgiveness in Christ for the Church Age Believer 

Now set Matthew 6 next to Paul, and the distinction becomes crystal clear. Ephesians 4:32 
says, “forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.” That is not 
future and conditional in the same way Matthew 6 is. It is past and accomplished. 
Colossians 2:13 says God has forgiven believers “all trespasses.” Not some. Not most. Not 
all except the ones you struggled with after conversion. All trespasses. That is Pauline truth 



for the Body of Christ, rooted in the finished work of Jesus Christ and revealed in the 
epistles written directly to the Church. 

That is why a saved man today forgives others from forgiveness, not for forgiveness. He 
does not forgive to earn God’s judicial pardon. He forgives because God has already 
forgiven him for Christ’s sake. The direction matters. In Matthew 6, the language is 
conditioned in a kingdom setting. In Paul’s epistles, the believer stands forgiven in Christ 
and is told to extend that grace to others on the basis of what he has already received. 
Those are not contradictory statements. They are distinct revelations in distinct contexts. 
Rightly dividing them preserves both. Mixing them confuses both. 

This is where so many dear saints have been injured. They hear Paul preach grace on 
Sunday morning, then hear Matthew 6 thrown at them on Sunday night as though their 
standing before God now hangs on whether they have flawlessly forgiven every offense. 
That kind of preaching makes the cross look partial and the believer’s peace look fragile. It 
turns the Christian life into a treadmill of insecurity. But the apostle Paul does not speak 
that way to the Body of Christ. He speaks of complete forgiveness in Christ, and from that 
secure standing he commands believers to walk in grace. That is a world of difference. 

5. Blending Matthew 6 with Pauline Forgiveness Clouds Assurance 

When a preacher blends kingdom forgiveness conditions with Pauline truth, assurance 
becomes the first casualty. A believer starts asking himself, “Am I really forgiven at all if I 
still struggle with bitterness. Did God take my forgiveness back because I failed in this area. 
Is my standing in Christ secure, or is it hanging every day on how well I manage my 
emotions and relationships.” Those questions are not produced by sound doctrine. They 
are produced by bad blending. They come from trying to force Matthew 6 and Ephesians 4 
into the same compartment without rightly dividing either one. 

Now let it be said plainly that bitterness is sin. Unforgiveness is sin. Malice is sin. A 
Christian has no business nursing those things. But the answer to that sin is not to deny his 
standing in Christ or to put him back under a conditional system that treats Calvary like an 
unfinished transaction. The answer is to rebuke the sin while keeping the doctrine straight. 
The believer is forgiven in Christ. Therefore he ought to forgive. The certainty of his standing 
is not an excuse for flesh. It is the very ground from which holiness can be pursued with 
gratitude instead of fear. 

Legalists do not understand that because they think fear is the engine of holiness. So they 
love to keep saints uncertain. They want a Christian trembling every day over whether God 
has suspended his forgiveness because he failed somewhere. That kind of preaching may 
produce outward tension, but it does not produce mature grace. It produces spiritual 



neurosis. It teaches people to look inward at their performance instead of upward to the 
finished work of Christ. And it is one of the cruelest results of mishandling Matthew 6. 

6. Legalists Use This Passage to Distort Grace and Rebuild a System of Performance 

This is one of the favorite playgrounds of the legalist because the passage gives him a 
ready-made condition he can weaponize. He loves conditions because conditions let him 
keep people under his thumb. He can always invent some new standard, some new failure, 
some new shortcoming, and then threaten the believer with divine rejection if he does not 
measure up. Matthew 6 becomes useful to him because he can point to the words of Christ 
and say, “There it is. Your forgiveness depends on your performance.” Then he builds an 
entire ministry around keeping people insecure enough to need his interpretation. 

That is not grace. That is religious bondage with a Bible verse pinned to it. Grace teaches 
obedience, yes, but it teaches it from a settled standing in Christ. Legalism teaches 
obedience as a desperate effort to stay accepted. Grace says, “You are accepted in the 
beloved, now walk worthy.” Legalism says, “You had better perform well enough or God 
may withdraw what little mercy you think you have.” One system produces thankful 
holiness. The other produces either pride or despair. The legalist likes Matthew 6 only when 
he can detach it from its kingdom setting and use it against Paul. 

The cure is not to get squeamish about Christ’s words. The cure is to put them where they 
belong. Once that is done, the legalist loses his false leverage. He can no longer use a 
kingdom passage to cancel Pauline revelation. He can no longer hold a saved man hostage 
with verses that do not govern the believer’s standing in the present dispensation the way 
he claims they do. He may still thunder, but the saint who knows his Bible will not be 
shaken by the noise. He will know that God’s grace is not a half-built scaffold waiting for 
human performance to finish the job. 

7. The Right Response Is to Keep Both Truths in Their Place 

The balanced Bible believer does not erase Matthew 6, and he does not erase Paul. He 
keeps both where God put them. He says without apology that Matthew 6 teaches a 
conditional relationship between forgiving others and receiving forgiveness from the Father 
in that kingdom setting. And he says with equal firmness that the Church Age believer has 
been forgiven for Christ’s sake and is commanded to forgive others from that secure 
position. Those truths are not enemies. They are neighbors with a fence between them. 
Rightly dividing keeps the fence standing. 

That also keeps practical application healthy. A believer today should be warned against 
bitterness and commanded to forgive. He should be told that unforgiveness grieves the 
Spirit, corrupts fellowship, hardens the heart, and wrecks spiritual life. He should be told 



that a man claiming to bask in grace while clutching malice is out of line with the God who 
forgave him. But all of that can be preached strongly without mangling his doctrinal 
standing in Christ. There is no need to put him back under Matthew 6 as though Calvary 
and the Pauline epistles never happened. 

This is where mature preaching shines. It refuses the false choice between grace and 
holiness. It does not say, “Since you are forgiven in Christ, unforgiveness is no big deal.” Nor 
does it say, “Since unforgiveness is serious, your standing in Christ must be uncertain.” It 
says, “You are forgiven in Christ, therefore your unforgiveness is an ugly contradiction of the 
grace you have received.” That is biblical, strong, and sane. It rebukes sin without clouding 
assurance. It preserves grace without excusing carnality. And it leaves Matthew 6 and 
Ephesians 4 each in the place where God set them. 

“Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors” is one of the clearest examples in the 
whole Lord’s Prayer of why rightly dividing matters. Read in its setting, it is a real kingdom 
statement with a real conditional force, immediately reinforced by Christ Himself in 
Matthew 6:14-15. It belongs to the atmosphere of the King’s earthly ministry to Israel, not to 
the later Pauline revelation of the believer’s accomplished forgiveness in Christ. The 
problem was never the verse. The problem has always been the preacher who drags it into 
the wrong dispensation and then uses the confusion to torment saints. 

For the Church Age believer, forgiveness is grounded in the finished work of Jesus Christ. 
God has forgiven us for Christ’s sake. We forgive because we have been forgiven, not in 
order to become forgiven judicially before God. That distinction is not small. It protects 
assurance, honors the cross, preserves grace, and keeps legalists from rebuilding a 
performance system on top of the gospel. At the same time, it does not excuse 
unforgiveness for one second. Bitterness is still sin, malice is still sin, and a believer who 
refuses to forgive is living against the grace he claims to love. 

So this passage should become a centerpiece of the series for exactly that reason. It forces 
the issue. Either a man will rightly divide the word of truth, or he will cloud the gospel with a 
mixture of kingdom conditions and Church Age standing. Either he will preserve grace and 
keep Matthew where it belongs, or he will become one more religious blender turning the 
Bible into doctrinal soup. The safe path is the scriptural path. Let Matthew 6 stand in its 
kingdom setting. Let Paul stand in his Church Age revelation. And let every saved sinner 
rest in the finished work of Christ while being exhorted to forgive others from the 
abundance of mercy already received. 

 

 



8 of 9: The Lord’s Prayer Rightly Divided - Lead Us Not into Temptation, but Deliver Us 
from Evil 

The closing petitions of the Lord’s Prayer are not soft religious ornaments. They are not 
poetic flourishes tacked on to make the prayer sound solemn. “Lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil” is sobering language, and it sits exactly where it 
belongs in a kingdom prayer taught by the King to men living in a world full of spiritual 
conflict, satanic opposition, and approaching prophetic crisis. Men often quote those 
words as though they were merely about general hardship, everyday inconvenience, or a 
vague desire to avoid trouble. But the line carries more weight than that. It speaks to the 
reality that there are spiritual dangers into which men may fall, seasons of testing through 
which men may pass, and powers of evil from which preservation is needed. Christ was not 
teaching His disciples to become dramatic. He was teaching them to pray like men who 
understood that the world is not neutral ground and that the servant of God does not walk 
through a harmless playground. 

That becomes even more obvious when the prayer is read in its setting. This is not a Pauline 
prison epistle unfolding the believer’s union with Christ, his sealing by the Spirit, and his 
heavenly position in the Body. This is kingdom ground. This is the atmosphere of Christ’s 
earthly ministry to Israel, the kingdom of heaven being proclaimed, and a people being 
taught how to think in relation to the Father, the kingdom, forgiveness, provision, and 
danger. That means this petition has to be heard with prophetic ears. It fits a people 
conscious of testing, conscious of the devil’s activity, conscious of the need for divine 
preservation, and conscious of the fact that darker days lie ahead in God’s prophetic 
program for the earth. It does not sound like a polite liturgical closing line when you read it 
that way. It sounds like a real cry from men who know they need God to keep them. 

That is why this petition opens such rich ground for rightly divided study. It connects with 
the broader biblical pattern of God preserving His people through trial. It resonates with the 
remnant theme. It points forward toward tribulation pressure and satanic hostility. It also 
helps expose a great mistake made in much modern preaching, namely, that every verse on 
temptation, deliverance, and evil must be flattened into the same doctrinal language for 
the Church without regard to setting. The Body of Christ certainly knows spiritual warfare, 
but Paul addresses it in a different doctrinal framework, with different revealed truths, and 
from a different standing. So this essay must do two things at once. It must take the line 
seriously in its prophetic and kingdom setting, and it must also distinguish that setting from 
Pauline truth without softening either one. If that is done, the passage becomes both 
sobering and deeply clarifying. 

1. This Petition Assumes Real Spiritual Danger 



The first thing to notice is that the Lord teaches His disciples to pray as though danger is 
real. That alone cuts across a great deal of shallow religion. “Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil” assumes that there are threats from which men need preservation. 
It assumes that temptation is not imaginary and that evil is not a theological abstraction. 
Christ does not tell His disciples to pray like philosophers discussing concepts. He teaches 
them to pray like men walking through a battlefield. That does not mean they are to live in 
panic, but it does mean they are to live awake. The Christian imagination is not the source 
of the danger. The danger is there whether men acknowledge it or not. 

That becomes even clearer when you remember who is speaking. The Lord Jesus Christ 
knew exactly what spiritual opposition was. He had already been tempted by the devil in 
the wilderness. He had already confronted demonic activity. He had already exposed 
hypocritical religion energized by satanic blindness. So when He teaches men to pray for 
preservation from temptation and evil, He is not encouraging superstition. He is teaching 
them to reckon honestly with the world as it really is. A world under sin, under curse, and 
under the influence of the evil one is not a place where a disciple strolls carelessly. It is a 
place where he depends on God. 

Modern religious culture often wants faith without seriousness. It wants positivity without 
vigilance. It wants spiritual language without spiritual conflict. But Christ will not permit 
that kind of sleepiness. He teaches prayer in a way that recognizes danger without 
surrendering to fear. That is a healthy pattern. Men who deny spiritual conflict usually 
become easy prey to it. Men who know the danger and look to God for keeping are far safer 
than men who act as though temptation is a minor inconvenience and evil is merely a 
poetic word in an old prayer. 

2. “Temptation” Here Reaches Beyond Ordinary Inconvenience 

There is certainly a broad sense in which temptation includes the daily pull toward sin, 
weakness, and failure. No honest Bible reader would deny that. But in this prayer the 
language carries more force than the ordinary frustrations of life. Christ is not teaching His 
disciples merely to ask for relief from annoying circumstances. The word points toward 
testing, proving, enticement, and dangerous pressure. It includes the idea that men may be 
brought into situations where their faith, loyalty, and obedience are put under severe strain. 
In other words, this is not a prayer against inconvenience. It is a prayer for preservation 
from spiritually dangerous testing. 

That fits both the immediate spiritual reality of the Gospels and the larger prophetic 
background. The disciples are not being taught in a vacuum. They are being taught in a 
world where the devil is active, where religious corruption is deep, where rejection of the 



King is intensifying, and where future pressure is built into the prophetic program. So “lead 
us not into temptation” is not the language of sheltered men who merely want a smoother 
week. It is the language of men who understand that there are seasons of testing through 
which a soul may be deeply shaken if God does not uphold him. 

This also helps correct the weak devotional habit of reducing every hard biblical statement 
to a vague emotional comfort phrase. There is comfort here, but there is also warning. 
There is tenderness here, but there is also alertness. The disciple is not asking God to make 
life easy. He is asking God to preserve him from being overcome in the realm of testing. 
That is a much stronger idea, and it fits a kingdom prayer far better than the soft religious 
reading often given to it. 

3. “Deliver Us from Evil” Recognizes Satanic Opposition 

The second half of the petition makes the conflict even sharper. “Deliver us from evil” is not 
just a request for vague protection from unpleasant things. It recognizes that evil is active 
and that deliverance must come from God. Whether one emphasizes evil in a broad sense 
or the evil one in a more personal satanic sense, the point remains the same. This is 
spiritual warfare language. It is language that assumes hostile powers, hostile influence, 
hostile conditions, and a need for divine rescue. That fits the Gospels perfectly, where the 
devil appears plainly and where demonic oppression is not hidden behind modern 
sophistication. 

This petition should remind the reader that the kingdom was being proclaimed in enemy-
held territory. The King was present, but the god of this world was still at work. The religious 
leaders could be spiritually blind while carrying the Scriptures in their hands. The people 
could be oppressed, deceived, and vulnerable. Christ’s ministry repeatedly exposed that 
reality. So when He teaches His disciples to pray for deliverance from evil, He is not giving 
them decorative language. He is teaching them to seek protection from the very real 
darkness pressing against the truth of God. 

That also explains why the prayer feels so serious at this point. The petitions have moved 
from God’s name, to God’s kingdom, to provision, to forgiveness, and now to spiritual 
preservation. The progression is fitting. Men who long for the kingdom and depend on the 
Father must also understand that they live in a hostile world before that kingdom is fully 
manifested. Until God’s will openly governs the earth, the powers of evil continue their 
work. Therefore deliverance is not optional. It is a necessity. A prayer that asks for daily 
bread without also asking for deliverance from evil would be incomplete in such a world. 

4. The Petition Fits a Remnant People Looking to God for Preservation 



One of the clearest ways to read this line is through the remnant theme that runs 
throughout Scripture. God often preserves a faithful people in the midst of broad 
corruption, pressure, and judgment. Noah was preserved through a world ripe for 
destruction. Lot was pulled out of doomed Sodom. Elijah thought he stood alone, yet God 
had reserved a remnant. The prophets often speak in terms of a people upheld by God 
while the surrounding world hardens itself in rebellion. That pattern fits this petition 
beautifully. The prayer sounds like the cry of those who know they cannot preserve 
themselves and must be kept by God. 

That remnant tone fits the Gospels especially well because Christ’s disciples are being 
taught in the midst of a nation outwardly religious but inwardly troubled, divided, and 
increasingly resistant to the King. The faithful are not being trained to trust the machinery of 
the age. They are being trained to trust the Father. So when they pray, “Lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil,” they sound like people conscious that their safety lies 
not in the strength of the crowd, the power of institutions, or the approval of the world, but 
in the preserving hand of God. 

This also helps the reader feel the prophetic flavor of the line. It is not modern middle-class 
church language shaped by comfort and routine. It is remnant language. It breathes 
dependence under pressure. It fits people who know that the world is not on their side and 
who know that divine preservation is not a luxury but a necessity. Once that is seen, the line 
stops sounding ornamental and starts sounding like the kind of prayer that rises when the 
faithful know they are living in dangerous times. 

5. There Are Possible Tribulation Overtones in the Petition 

It is hard to read this petition in the kingdom context without sensing possible tribulation 
overtones. The Lord’s ministry stands in connection with the prophetic program for Israel, 
and that program includes future time of trouble, testing, satanic activity, deception, and 
fierce pressure. When Christ teaches His disciples to pray in this way, the language easily 
harmonizes with that larger prophetic horizon. The petition is broad enough to speak to 
present spiritual danger, but it is also rich enough to point forward toward intensified 
testing in days when preservation will be an even more urgent cry. 

That should not be treated carelessly or sensationally, but neither should it be ignored. 
Scripture presents future periods in which temptation, deception, and pressure are 
heightened. The Lord later tells His disciples to watch and pray, that ye enter not into 
temptation (Matthew 26:41). That wording is strikingly close and shows that vigilance in the 
face of pressure is no side issue. In the broader prophetic picture, the remnant theme and 



tribulation theme often overlap. A faithful people endure real danger and look to God to 
keep them. The petition in the Lord’s Prayer fits naturally in that world. 

This is one reason the line is too strong to be reduced to ordinary inconvenience. It can 
certainly be applied more broadly, but its natural setting allows for far more than “Lord, 
keep me from having a difficult day.” It sounds like the prayer of people aware that testing 
can become fierce, that evil can become aggressive, and that only God can preserve His 
own through such pressure. In that sense, the petition has an edge that many church 
readers miss because they have drained the prophetic air out of the prayer. 

6. God Preserves His People Through Testing, Not Always by Removing All Testing 

There is another important truth here. The petition asks for preservation, but Scripture 
shows that God’s preservation does not always mean the removal of every test before it 
appears. Sometimes He keeps His people from entering certain snares. Sometimes He 
delivers them through trials rather than around them. Sometimes He allows testing to 
expose, purify, humble, or strengthen. So the prayer must not be read as a guarantee of a 
trouble-free path. Rather, it is a humble plea that God would govern the path of His people 
so that they are not overcome in temptation and are delivered from the power of evil. 

That principle appears all through the Bible. Joseph went through testing but was 
preserved. Daniel entered the den but was preserved. The three Hebrews entered the 
furnace but were preserved. Israel went through wilderness testing and often failed, yet 
God still preserved His purpose. The pattern is not that God’s people never face danger. 
The pattern is that danger never escapes God’s authority over His people. So when Christ 
teaches this prayer, He is not teaching denial of trouble. He is teaching dependence in the 
face of it. The disciple asks God to order his way and to rescue him from evil because he 
knows he cannot hold himself up by his own strength. 

This matters because some people read the line too mechanically, as though a faithful 
prayer should exempt them from all hard circumstances. Then when trouble comes, they 
think the prayer has failed. But that is not how Scripture handles divine preservation. God 
may keep a man from a snare altogether, or He may sustain him in the middle of one. Either 
way, the safety is in God, not in man. The petition teaches that beautifully. It is not a 
magical incantation against adversity. It is a cry of faith from a man who knows he needs 
the Lord to keep him from collapse under the pressure of temptation and evil. 

7. Pauline Truth Addresses Spiritual Warfare Differently for the Church 

At this point the distinction with Pauline truth must be made clearly. The Church, the Body 
of Christ, certainly knows spiritual warfare. Paul is not silent about that. He speaks of the 
wiles of the devil, the armor of God, principalities and powers, and the need to stand in the 



evil day. He teaches believers to be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. He 
speaks from the standpoint of saints who are already in Christ, already sealed, already 
blessed in heavenly places, and already standing in a completed redemptive position. That 
is the Church’s doctrinal framework for spiritual conflict. 

That is not the same framework in which the Lord’s Prayer is first given. In Matthew 6 the 
prayer belongs to the kingdom setting of Christ’s earthly ministry to Israel and fits the 
prophetic atmosphere surrounding that ministry. In Ephesians 6 the believer’s warfare is 
addressed from the standpoint of a heavenly people in the Body of Christ. Both settings 
involve real conflict, but the doctrinal position and revealed truths are not the same. The 
Church fights from a revealed standing in Christ. The Lord’s Prayer speaks from a kingdom 
and remnant context looking to the Father for preservation amid temptation and evil. 

This distinction is not meant to weaken either truth. It sharpens both. A Christian today 
need not force Matthew 6 into Ephesians 6, nor must he pretend Ephesians 6 was already 
fully unfolded in Matthew 6. He can let each passage stand where God put it. He can see 
the seriousness of temptation and evil in the Lord’s Prayer while also seeing the fuller 
Pauline revelation of armor, standing, and union with Christ for the present dispensation. 
That is the beauty of rightly dividing. It does not erase connections. It preserves them 
without destroying distinctions. 

“Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil” is one of the most sobering lines in 
the Lord’s Prayer because it reminds the reader that the world in which Christ taught His 
disciples was a world of real spiritual conflict. The petition assumes danger, testing, 
satanic opposition, and the need for divine preservation. It does not belong to a soft 
religious fantasy where men drift harmlessly through life. It belongs to kingdom ground, 
remnant ground, prophetic ground, where the faithful know that they need God to keep 
them from being swallowed up by temptation and to rescue them from the power of evil. 

That line also opens a window into the broader biblical pattern of God preserving His 
people through trial. The petition harmonizes with the remnant theme, with the reality of 
spiritual warfare, and with possible tribulation overtones that fit the kingdom setting of the 
prayer. It is not merely a poetic line for general hardship. It is language for men who know 
the stakes are real. At the same time, the Church today must not steal the passage out of 
its setting and flatten it into Pauline doctrine without distinction. Paul speaks to the 
Church’s warfare from the standpoint of union with Christ, heavenly standing, and the 
armor of God in a revealed mystery context. 

So the right handling of this petition leaves the reader both sobered and steadied. Sobered, 
because temptation and evil are not imaginary and because spiritual conflict is not a game. 



Steadied, because God preserves His own, and because His people are not left to their 
own strength in the face of danger. The Lord taught this prayer to make disciples 
dependent, watchful, and realistic. Rightly divided, it keeps its full prophetic weight while 
also helping the believer appreciate the seriousness of spiritual warfare without confusing 
God’s different programs. That is how the line should be read, with eyes open, Bible open, 
and the fear of God still intact. 

 

 

9 of 9: The Lord’s Prayer Rightly Divided - What the Church Can Learn Without Stealing 
Israel’s Mail 

By the time a man reaches the end of this study, he ought to have learned at least one thing 
with absolute certainty: rightly dividing the Lord’s Prayer does not mean despising it. It does 
not mean mocking it, shrinking it, or pretending it has no value for a believer in this 
dispensation. That is the lazy accusation often thrown by people who do not know the 
difference between interpretation and application. They hear a man say that the Lord’s 
Prayer belongs doctrinally in a kingdom setting tied to Christ’s earthly ministry to Israel, and 
immediately they act as though he has insulted the prayer itself. But the truth is exactly the 
opposite. The man who rightly divides the prayer is the man who honors it enough to keep it 
where God put it. He refuses to flatten it into a church bulletin slogan. He refuses to force it 
into a Pauline mold it was never meant to occupy. He refuses to turn it into a religious chant 
detached from its original setting. That is not irreverence. That is reverence with a 
backbone. 

The damage done by mishandling this prayer has been enormous. Men have turned “Our 
Father” into universal brotherhood talk. They have turned “Thy kingdom come” into a foggy 
church program with no throne, no King, no Jerusalem, no restored Israel, and no earthly 
fulfillment. They have turned “Give us this day our daily bread” into either prosperity 
preaching or nervous materialism. They have taken “Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors” and used it to drag Church Age saints back under fear and uncertainty, as though 
complete forgiveness in Christ had never been revealed through Paul. They have taken 
“Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil” and either reduced it to vague 
hardship language or erased its prophetic and kingdom seriousness. All of that confusion 
comes from the same root. Men want the beauty of the passage without the bother of 
context. They want emotional comfort without doctrinal boundaries. They want to sound 
spiritual without doing the hard work of placing the passage where it belongs. 



That is why this final essay matters so much. It must gather the whole series together and 
leave the reader with clarity and confidence. Clarity, because the Lord’s Prayer belongs in 
its original kingdom setting and cannot be honestly treated as though it dropped into the 
middle of Romans or Ephesians. Confidence, because that truth does not rob the Church 
of profit. It simply keeps the Church from claiming what does not belong to her doctrinally 
while still allowing her to learn every spiritual lesson God intended her to learn. A Church 
Age believer can still learn reverence from the prayer. He can still learn dependence, 
humility, submission, simplicity, seriousness about temptation, and longing for the 
righteous rule of God. But he must not confuse those practical lessons with doctrinal 
identity. Once that distinction is understood, the prayer becomes more precious, not less. 
It is no longer a stolen object awkwardly forced into the wrong dispensation. It becomes a 
rightly placed revelation from which the saint can learn without stealing Israel’s mail. 

1. Rightly Dividing the Prayer Honors It Instead of Diminishing It 

One of the dumbest religious reactions to rightly dividing is the notion that distinction 
equals disrespect. A man says the Lord’s Prayer belongs in the kingdom setting of Christ’s 
earthly ministry to Israel, and somebody immediately replies as though he has thrown the 
prayer in the trash. That only proves how shallow most church thinking has become. The 
fact is, if a man really honors the Bible, he will care where a passage belongs. He will not be 
satisfied merely to admire the words. He will want to know who they were spoken to, when 
they were spoken, and under what revelation they were spoken. That is the opposite of 
contempt. That is respect. 

The Bible is not honored by being blended into a doctrinal soup. It is honored by being 
preserved in its proper setting. A letter addressed to one person is not respected by 
changing the address and pretending it was written to somebody else. A legal document is 
not respected by moving its clauses around until they fit a different case. In the same way, 
the Lord’s Prayer is not respected when it is detached from the Sermon on the Mount, from 
Christ’s kingdom ministry, from Israel’s prophetic hope, and from the pre-cross setting in 
which it was given. A man who keeps those lines clear is not lowering the passage. He is 
protecting it from religious vandalism. 

That is one of the great lessons of this whole series. Proper division does not weaken 
Scripture. It magnifies it. It lets the text breathe in its own world. It keeps the richness of the 
kingdom setting intact. It allows the words to mean what they meant when Christ first 
spoke them. That is better than church tradition, better than vague devotionalism, and 
better than the sentimental mush that passes for reverence in much of modern 
Christianity. A passage does not become more precious by becoming less precise. It 
becomes more precious when the saint sees exactly where it fits in the mind of God. 



2. The Prayer Belongs to Christ’s Earthly Ministry to Israel 

This series has shown again and again that the Lord’s Prayer belongs to the setting of 
Christ’s earthly ministry to Israel. It was given while the King was present. It was given 
before the cross, before the resurrection, before Pentecost, before the mystery was 
revealed through Paul. It was given in an atmosphere where the kingdom of heaven was 
being proclaimed, where Israel stood in the foreground of God’s dealings, and where the 
prophetic Scriptures formed the living backdrop. If that is not understood, the whole prayer 
becomes a playground for confusion. 

That is especially important because religious tradition has spent centuries flattening the 
Gospels into a generalized “Christianity” without asking whether distinctions matter. But 
they do matter. Christ said He was sent to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. Paul says 
Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision to confirm the promises made unto the 
fathers. Those truths are not embarrassing leftovers. They are the framework. The Lord’s 
Prayer was not spoken in the doctrinal atmosphere of Ephesians. It was spoken in the 
doctrinal atmosphere of Matthew and Luke, and that atmosphere is tied to Israel, kingdom, 
prophecy, and the presence of the King. 

Once that is settled, the rest of the prayer comes into focus. “Our Father” reflects covenant 
relationship and kingdom expectation. “Thy kingdom come” points to a real coming reign 
on the earth. “Forgive us our debts” speaks in a conditional way fitting that setting. “Lead 
us not into temptation” carries remnant and prophetic force. All of that becomes clearer 
when the prayer is left in its own house instead of being dragged into Paul’s house and 
made to wear Pauline clothing. The Church does not need to steal that prayer’s doctrinal 
setting to appreciate its beauty. She just needs enough honesty to let it stand where Christ 
placed it. 

3. The Series Has Corrected Several Major Errors 

One of the useful things about this study is that it has exposed how many errors cluster 
around the Lord’s Prayer. The first major error is the false idea that the prayer is the 
universal doctrinal prayer formula for the Church Age. That claim sounds pious, but it 
collapses under careful study. Paul never presents the Lord’s Prayer that way in his 
epistles. The Body of Christ is given direct instruction on prayer in Pauline revelation, and 
that instruction must govern the Church’s doctrine in this dispensation. The Lord’s Prayer 
can be learned from, but it must not be forced into a place Scripture does not assign it. 

The second error is the spiritualizing of the kingdom. Churches have spent so much time 
turning “Thy kingdom come” into a vague church mood that they have nearly erased the 
prophets. The result is a kingdom with no throne, no visible government, no restored Israel, 



and no public reign of Christ in Jerusalem. That is not the kingdom spoken of by the 
prophets or implied in the prayer. The kingdom in the prayer is real, future, visible, and tied 
to God’s prophetic program for the earth. Once that is denied, half the force of the prayer 
disappears. 

The third major error is blending kingdom forgiveness language with Pauline forgiveness 
and then tormenting believers with the mixture. “Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors” has been used to cloud assurance and distort grace because men refuse to keep 
Matthew 6 and Ephesians 4 in their places. There are other errors as well, including 
prosperity abuse of “daily bread,” vague mystical reading of “Thy will be done,” and soft 
sentimentalizing of temptation and evil. But all those errors flow from one refusal. Men do 
not want to let God distinguish what He distinguished. This series has worked to correct 
that by putting every phrase back into its proper frame. 

4. The Church Has Pauline Instruction on Prayer 

Now once that is stated, the next question naturally arises. If the Lord’s Prayer is not the 
Church’s direct doctrinal prayer formula, then what is. The answer is not hidden. The 
Church has Paul. The Body of Christ is given direct instruction on prayer in the Pauline 
epistles. Paul speaks of praying without ceasing, of making requests with thanksgiving, of 
supplication for all saints, of prayer in the Spirit, of intercession, of bold access through 
faith in Christ, and of coming to God on the ground of accomplished redemption. He prays 
in ways that reflect the mystery, the heavenly calling of the Church, the believer’s position 
in Christ, and the indwelling Spirit. 

That alone should end the idea that the Church must borrow her doctrinal prayer pattern 
from Matthew 6. Paul does not instruct saints to pray for the kingdom to come as though 
the Body of Christ were the same thing as Israel’s kingdom hope. Paul does not tell 
believers that their forgiveness hangs on the same conditional language found in Matthew 
6. Paul does not frame prayer under the same kingdom presentation in which the Lord’s 
Prayer was given. Instead, he unfolds a prayer life shaped by union with Christ, thanksgiving 
for accomplished grace, intercession for spiritual growth, and confidence based on the 
finished work of the cross. 

That does not create conflict with the Lord’s Prayer. It creates order. The Lord’s Prayer stays 
bright in its kingdom setting, and Paul’s teaching stays bright in the Church Age. Once both 
are allowed to stand, the saint does not have less Bible. He has more Bible, because he no 
longer needs to flatten one part in order to hold onto another. The Church can read the 
Lord’s Prayer with understanding and read Paul with obedience. That is the real gain of 



rightly dividing. It does not reduce the Bible to fragments. It lets each part speak with its 
own full authority. 

5. The Church Can Still Learn Reverence, Dependence, and Humility 

At this point some people get nervous and think that if the Church does not own the prayer 
doctrinally, then perhaps she cannot profit from it spiritually. But that fear is unfounded. 
The Church can absolutely learn from the prayer. In fact, she can learn from it better once 
the pressure to own it doctrinally is removed. She can admire and absorb the reverence in 
“Hallowed be thy name.” She can learn that prayer begins with God’s glory, not man’s 
shopping list. She can learn that dependence on the Father is healthier than anxious 
obsession with the things of this life. She can learn that temptation and evil are serious and 
that divine help is necessary. 

Humility is another obvious lesson. The prayer is not swollen with self-importance. It is not 
boastful. It is not theatrical. It is not a performance for men. It moves with simplicity, 
seriousness, and God-centeredness. Those are lessons the Church desperately needs in 
an age when prayer is often either mechanical recitation or emotional display. The saint 
who reads the prayer rightly divided can still blush at his own pride, still be rebuked by its 
simplicity, still be called back to seriousness before God, and still be reminded that 
reverence is not the enemy of intimacy. 

Dependence is another lesson that crosses dispensational lines in practical value. The 
Church is not in the kingdom setting of Matthew 6, but she still ought to know what it 
means to depend on God for daily provision and strength. She still ought to be a praying 
people rather than a fretful people. She still ought to be humbled by the thought that every 
good gift comes from above. Those lessons do not require stealing Israel’s doctrinal mail. 
They simply require maturity enough to distinguish practical spiritual benefit from covenant 
and dispensational identity. 

6. The Church Must Not Confuse Practical Application with Doctrinal Identity 

This may be the single most important balancing point in the whole series. A man can apply 
a truth practically without claiming it doctrinally as his own identity passage. Christians do 
this all the time elsewhere and rarely complain about it. They learn from Noah without 
getting on an ark. They learn from David without moving to Jerusalem to take a throne. They 
learn from Israel in the wilderness without putting themselves back under Moses. But when 
it comes to the Lord’s Prayer, many suddenly lose all sense of that distinction and act as 
though practical value demands doctrinal sameness. It does not. 

The difference between application and identity is what saves the saint from confusion. If 
he confuses the two, he either steals what does not belong to him doctrinally or he rejects 



what could have helped him practically. Both reactions are immature. The mature Bible 
believer says, “This prayer belongs in a kingdom context addressed in Christ’s earthly 
ministry to Israel. Therefore I will not force it into the Church Age as though it were my 
doctrinal charter. But I can still learn reverence, humility, God-centeredness, seriousness 
about sin, and trust in the Father from it.” That is not compromise. That is scriptural sanity. 

Once that distinction is kept clear, the Bible opens beautifully. Hard passages stop feeling 
threatening. The saint no longer feels compelled to twist everything into the same mold. He 
can let one part of Scripture say what it says to one audience while still profiting from the 
character of God, the spiritual principles, and the practical wisdom reflected there. This is 
one of the greatest fruits of rightly dividing. It trains the saint to handle Scripture with both 
confidence and restraint. He grows bolder in interpretation and calmer in application 
because he no longer feels the need to seize everything as though his spiritual life 
depended on flattening all distinctions. 

7. Proper Division Magnifies the Wisdom and Unity of Scripture 

Some people imagine that rightly dividing tears the Bible apart. The truth is the exact 
opposite. Nothing tears the Bible apart like forcing unlike passages into artificial sameness. 
That is when contradictions seem to multiply, because the reader is making verses fight 
that were never intended to occupy the same doctrinal slot. Proper division, by contrast, 
reveals harmony. Matthew 6 shines in its kingdom setting. Ephesians shines in its Church 
Age setting. The prophets shine in their earthly kingdom hope. Paul shines in the revelation 
of the mystery. The unity is not found in erasing distinctions. The unity is found in seeing 
how every part belongs in the whole mind of God. 

The Lord’s Prayer is actually a wonderful example of that. Once it is rightly divided, it no 
longer looks like a doctrinal problem passage. It looks like a perfectly placed prayer in a 
perfectly placed setting. The strong kingdom language makes sense. The conditional 
forgiveness language makes sense. The earth-focused kingdom hope makes sense. The 
daily bread request makes sense. The temptation and evil language makes sense. Nothing 
has to be sanded down. Nothing has to be denied. Everything becomes stronger once it is 
put in its right place. 

That is why proper division should leave the saint not weaker but stronger. He should come 
away with more confidence in Scripture, not less. He should feel the precision of God’s 
revelation, not the fragility of it. He should see that the Bible is not a pile of disconnected 
sayings but a perfectly ordered revelation with history, progress, audience, and purpose. 
The Lord’s Prayer, far from being diminished by this study, should now appear more radiant 



than ever because it has been rescued from the hands of religious flattening and restored 
to the setting where its meaning shines cleanly. 

This series closes, then, with a conclusion that is both simple and strong. The Lord’s Prayer 
is not the Church’s doctrinal prayer formula for this dispensation, and saying so is not an 
insult to the prayer. It is an act of obedience to the Book. The prayer belongs to Christ’s 
earthly ministry to Israel, in a kingdom setting, under the prophetic shadow of the coming 
reign of God on the earth. If the Church tries to seize it as though no distinctions matter, 
she will only produce confusion. But if she leaves it where God put it, she will see its beauty 
more clearly than ever. 

At the same time, the Church does not need to despise what she does not own doctrinally. 
She can still learn from the prayer without stealing Israel’s mail. She can learn reverence 
from “Hallowed be thy name.” She can learn seriousness from “Lead us not into 
temptation.” She can learn humility from “Give us this day our daily bread.” She can learn to 
prize forgiveness, submission, and longing for righteousness. But she must learn those 
lessons as a Church Age people standing in Pauline truth, not as a people pretending 
Matthew 6 is their direct doctrinal address in the same sense as Romans through 
Philemon. 

That is the mature conclusion of rightly dividing. It does not mock Scripture. It magnifies it. 
It does not shrink the Lord’s Prayer. It strengthens it by putting it back into its own world. It 
does not leave the believer empty-handed. It leaves him with more Bible, more clarity, and 
more confidence. He can now read the prayer with open eyes, grateful heart, and clean 
doctrinal boundaries. He can admire it, learn from it, and honor it without confusing 
himself about who he is in Christ. That is the kind of conclusion this series ought to leave 
behind. Not confusion, not sentimentality, but light. 

 

 

Series Conclusion 

After walking carefully through this series, the reader should now be able to see why the 
Lord’s Prayer must be handled with care. It is not a meaningless religious relic, and it is not 
an empty tradition to be mocked. Neither is it a universal Church Age prayer formula to be 
repeated without thought, context, or doctrinal understanding. It is a real prayer, given by 
the real King, in a real kingdom setting, during Christ’s earthly ministry to Israel. Once that 
is understood, the confusion begins to clear. The conditional forgiveness language makes 
sense in its setting. The kingdom petitions make sense in their setting. The daily bread, the 
deliverance from evil, the address to the Father, and the longing for God’s will to be done in 



earth all stand together as part of a prayer rooted in the prophetic program and in the hope 
of the coming kingdom. Rightly dividing it does not take away its glory. It gives that glory its 
proper frame. 

That is one of the great lessons this series should leave behind. A Bible believer does not 
honor Scripture by pretending every verse is addressed doctrinally to the same people in 
the same way. He honors Scripture by letting God say exactly what He said where He said 
it. That is what rightly dividing means. It means you stop blending Israel and the Church. It 
means you stop stealing kingdom truth and forcing it into the Body of Christ. It means you 
stop reading Matthew as though Romans through Philemon had already been unfolded in 
full. It means you stop using the Lord’s Prayer as a religious ritual, a public performance, or 
a sentimental devotional piece detached from its setting. Once those errors are corrected, 
the prayer becomes stronger, not weaker. It no longer lives in a fog. It stands in the sunlight 
of its own context. 

So then, how does a Bible believer use this prayer after understanding it rightly divided. He 
does not use it as a mechanical ritual. He does not imagine that repeating its exact wording 
earns him special favor with God. He does not place himself back under its kingdom 
conditions as though that were his Church Age standing in Christ. He does not recite it as 
though it were his primary doctrinal prayer pattern in the same sense as the prayer life and 
revelation given through Paul. But neither does he throw it away. He reads it with reverence. 
He studies it with gratitude. He learns from its spirit without stealing its doctrinal address. 
He lets it teach him the fear of God, the honoring of God’s name, the seriousness of 
forgiveness, the beauty of dependence, the reality of temptation, and the longing for 
righteousness to reign. He receives the spiritual profit without corrupting the doctrinal 
boundaries. 

A Bible believer today prays as a member of the Body of Christ, blessed with all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places in Christ, forgiven for Christ’s sake, sealed by the Holy Spirit, 
and taught by Pauline revelation how to approach God in grace. But that same Bible 
believer can still look at the Lord’s Prayer and say, “There is holy ground here.” He can let it 
rebuke shallow, selfish praying. He can let it expose pride and public showmanship. He can 
let it remind him that prayer is about God’s glory before it is about man’s comfort. He can 
let it stir up fresh gratitude for daily provision and fresh seriousness about spiritual danger. 
In other words, he uses the prayer the way a mature Bible student uses all of Scripture: not 
by confusing dispensations, but by learning the character of God, the seriousness of truth, 
and the beauty of divine order. 

So the final lesson of this series is not that the Lord’s Prayer means nothing to the Church. 
The final lesson is that it means more when it is rightly placed. It is not our doctrinal mail, 



but it is still in our Bible. It was not given as the Church’s formal prayer charter, but it still 
reveals the mind of God in a powerful way. It does not define our standing, but it can still 
deepen our reverence. It does not replace Pauline truth, but it can still sharpen our 
appreciation for it. And once a believer sees that, he is in a much safer and stronger 
position than the religious man who merely repeats the words out of habit. He can now 
read the prayer with understanding, admire it without abusing it, learn from it without 
stealing it, and thank God for a Bible so perfectly ordered that every part shines brightest 
when it is kept exactly where God put it. 

 


