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INTRODUCTION TO THE DOCTRINE OF REWARDS 

Why Eternity Depends on What You Do After You’re Saved 

Most Christians have been taught only half the gospel. They know the cross that saved 
them, but not the throne that will evaluate them. They know the grace that forgave their 
sins, but not the fire that will test their works. They know the promise of Heaven, but not the 
terror of standing before the risen Christ with their entire Christian life set ablaze before His 
eyes. Salvation is a free gift, but rewards are not. Salvation cost you nothing, but rewards 
will cost you everything. And while your salvation was settled at Calvary, your reward will be 
settled at the Judgment Seat of Christ. 

You can be saved and waste your life. You can be justified and fruitless. You can be blood-
washed and barren. And while Heaven will never be taken from you, your inheritance sure 
can. That is why Paul wrote with trembling urgency, “Every man’s work shall be made 
manifest” and “Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men.” This is not 
terror of losing salvation. This is terror of facing your Savior empty handed. Terror of 
watching a lifetime of comfort, compromise, and carnality burn up like tinder under the 
eyes of Him “whose eyes were as a flame of fire.” 

The modern church hates this doctrine. It destroys lukewarm Christianity. It wipes out the 
celebrity pastor delusion. It rips the mask off easy-believism and exposes the myth that all 
Christians will have the same position, honor, and responsibility in eternity. But the Bible 
does not teach equality at the Judgment Seat. It teaches reward and loss. Gain and 
forfeiture. Crowns won and crowns missed. Rulership granted and rulership denied. The 
Bride made ready—and some believers ashamed at His coming. The Judgment Seat is not 
a participation trophy banquet. It is a courtroom of divine evaluation. 

This is why the Doctrine of Rewards matters. It explains the difference between salvation 
and service, between eternal life and eternal inheritance, between being a child of God 
and being an heir with Christ, between entering Heaven and having something to offer 
Him once you get there. Christ did not save you merely to rescue you from Hell. He saved 



you to make you a servant—an ambassador, a soldier, a steward—and then He will call you 
to account for what you did with what He gave you. 

In this 20-part series, we will walk from the beginning of Christian service to its eternal 
consequences. We will see the crowns God offers and the conditions for receiving them. 
We will study the materials that endure the fire and the ones that evaporate. We will 
confront the reality of loss, the shame of wasted years, and the astounding privilege of 
ruling and reigning with Christ in the Millennial Kingdom. We will examine the Book of 
Remembrance, the judgment of motives, the reward of suffering, the inheritance of the 
saints, and the terrifying truth that what you do tonight echoes in the next thousand years. 
This is not theory. This is eternity. 

The Doctrine of Rewards is not a side doctrine. It is the missing link between the cross and 
the kingdom. It is the reason Paul ran like a man on fire. It is the reason he said, “So run, 
that ye may obtain.” He wasn’t running for salvation. He had that. He was running for a 
crown. And so should you. Because one day soon, you will stand before Jesus Christ 
Himself—your Savior, your King, the One who loved you and gave Himself for you—and you 
will see your Christian life go through the furnace of His judgment. And when the flames die 
down, what remains will be your eternal testimony. 

This series will show you why that moment matters. It will show you how to live today so 
you won’t be ashamed tomorrow. It will show you why suffering has value, why faith has 
reward, why obedience has eternal consequences, why your smallest acts of love will 
shine like jewels, and why grace—true grace—doesn’t make Christians lazy; it sets them 
running. 

If salvation is the door, reward is the destination. If grace is the foundation, service is the 
building. If the cross is your rescue, the throne is your reckoning. And in that day, you will 
want something to cast at His feet. Something that cost you something. Something that 
says, “Lord, You were worthy.” 

This is the Doctrine of Rewards. 
This is eternal accountability. 
This is the believer’s appointment with glory—or loss. 
And the time to prepare for that day is now. 

 

 

1 of 20: THE DOCTRINE OF REWARDS – THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST: THE 
BELIEVER’S APPOINTMENT WITH FIRE 



Key Passage: 2 Corinthians 5:10 — “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he 
hath done, whether it be good or bad.” 

 

INTRODUCTION: THE APPOINTMENT NO CHRISTIAN CAN AVOID 

Every believer is going to stand before Jesus Christ. Not as Savior. Not as Friend. Not as 
Advocate. But as Judge. Let that sink in before your mind rushes to smooth it over with 
clichés about grace and forgiveness. This moment isn’t about salvation. That was settled 
the moment you trusted the blood. This is about reward, loss, exposure, fire, and 
eternity. You can shout “eternal security” all day (and you should), but eternal security 
does not cancel eternal accountability. 

There is one appointment on Heaven’s calendar that cannot be rescheduled, postponed, 
prayed away, ignored, or avoided: the Judgment Seat of Christ. And brother, sister, ready 
or not, you’re going to be there. Every deed, every thought, every motive, every word—all of 
it is headed straight for the furnace of divine evaluation. 

This is not a denominational doctrine; it is a biblical certainty. It is not symbolic; it is literal. 
Not optional; mandatory. Not a ceremony; a courtroom. Not about whether you’re saved; 
but about what you did after you were saved. The modern church has so feminized Jesus 
that Christians imagine the Judgment Seat to be a spiritual pep rally with participation 
trophies for everyone. But the Bible describes something far more severe, far more 
sobering, and far more consequential. 

This is your appointment with fire. 

I. THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SALVATION AND REWARD 

The first thing that must be nailed down—so tightly it never wiggles loose—is the difference 
between salvation and reward. Salvation is free. Rewards are earned. Salvation is by 
grace. Rewards are by works. Salvation is based on Christ’s performance. Rewards are 
based on yours. Salvation can never be lost. Rewards can. 

You can’t mix these or you destroy both. 

The Bible draws this distinction as sharp as a razor: “For by grace are ye saved through 
faith… NOT of works.” That’s salvation. Then the very next verse says, “Created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works.” That’s service. Two different categories. Two different 
consequences. One determines heaven or hell. The other determines reward or loss, 
rulership or regret. 



Your salvation is based on a work that happened outside of you, done by someone else, 
once for all, never repeated, never added to. But your rewards depend on what you do 
inside this body, after salvation, as a steward of God’s grace and ambassador of His 
kingdom. 

This is why Paul didn’t fear losing his salvation, but he trembled at being a “castaway” — 
losing reward, disapproved at the Judgment Seat, losing everything except his soul. He 
wasn’t scared of hell; he was terrified of wasting his life. 

You should be too. 

 

II. THE UNIVERSAL SUMMONS: “WE MUST ALL APPEAR” 

Paul says, “WE MUST ALL appear.” All. Not some. Not the faithful few. Not just pastors, 
missionaries, evangelists, or the hyper-spiritual. ALL. Every Christian from Pentecost to the 
Rapture. Every saved teenager. Every grandmother. Every backslider. Every prayer warrior. 
Every casual Christian. Every pastor. Every deacon. Every nobody. Every famous Christian 
on TV. Every unknown believer who sat in the back row for forty years and never lifted a 
finger. 

No Christian gets excused. No Christian watches from the bleachers. Everyone stands in 
the spotlight. 

“Appear” doesn’t mean show up. It means be uncovered, revealed, exposed, made 
manifest. It is the same term used for stripping off a disguise. The masks drop. The excuses 
evaporate. The hidden things of the heart are laid bare. The true motives behind your 
service—ego, pride, fear, duty, love—are brought into the blazing light of omniscience. 

This appointment does not measure your sin. That was judged at the cross. This 
appointment measures your work. 

This is not the Great White Throne of Revelation 20. That throne judges the lost. This is a 
different throne. A throne for the blood-washed. A throne for the redeemed. A throne in 
Heaven, not on Earth. A throne of evaluation, not condemnation. 

And there is no escape. 

 

III. THE FIRE THAT TESTS EVERY MAN'S WORK 

At the Judgment Seat, Jesus Christ does not evaluate your résumé; He tests your product. 
The material of your life’s work goes through fire—a divine, supernatural fire that cannot be 



bribed, tricked, manipulated, or fooled. The fire burns everything that is unworthy of 
eternity. 

Paul described it: “Every man’s work shall be made manifest… because it shall be revealed 
by fire.” Your sermons. Your giving. Your prayers. Your acts of kindness. Your ministries. Your 
obedience. Your sacrifices. And yes… your motives. 

Not everything called “ministry” is actually for Christ. Some men build megachurches out 
of hay. Some women build impressive public ministries out of stubble. Some Christians 
have perfect reputations but hollow motives. All of it burns. 

What survives the fire becomes “gold, silver, precious stones.” Eternal reward. Eternal 
inheritance. Eternal authority in the Kingdom. 

What is burned results in loss. 

And brother, the Bible says that loss can be so severe that the believer escapes as “a 
firebrand plucked out of the burning,” with nothing carried into glory but his soul. 

Most Christians imagine Heaven as a socialist paradise where everyone ends up equal. Not 
in your Bible. Eternity is an unequal system based on faithfulness. 

Salvation is the great equalizer. 

Rewards are the great separator. 

 

IV. THE TERROR OF THE LORD — WHY PAUL WARNED BELIEVERS 

The Judgment Seat of Christ terrified Paul. Not because he feared losing salvation, but 
because he feared wasting grace. He says plainly, “Knowing therefore the terror of the 
Lord, we persuade men.” Not the terror of hell. Not the terror of condemnation. The terror 
of accountability. The terror of standing before a holy God with empty hands. 

The modern church has lost the fear of God. They replaced it with positive thinking, 
Christian psychology, and affirmations that sound like they came from a self-help seminar 
instead of Scripture. But Paul said the Judgment Seat is supposed to put fear into 
Christians. Holy fear. Motivating fear. Cleansing fear. The kind of fear that keeps you awake 
at night and straightens out your priorities. 

What you did yesterday matters forever. 
The conversation you had matters forever. 
The money you spent matters forever. 
The time you wasted matters forever. 



The opportunities you shrugged off matter forever. 
The people you ignored matter forever. 

This life is not practice. It’s not rehearsal. It’s not a warm-up. It’s the test. The exam. The 
proving ground. The one chance you get to earn something that will last as long as God 
lasts. 

 

V. THE STANDARD OF JUDGMENT: “THINGS DONE IN THE BODY” 

The Judgment Seat is not about spiritual hypotheticals. It is about things done in the body. 

What did you do with your body? 
Where did your feet take you? 
What did your hands accomplish? 
What did your mouth say? 
What did your mind dwell on? 
How did you steward your time? 
Your money? 
Your influence? 
Your gifts? 
Your opportunities? 

Heaven records it all. 

Not only actions, but intentions. Not just what you did, but why you did it. Jesus Christ is 
not merely an auditor—He is the Discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. He 
weighs motives. He evaluates sincerity. He judges the hidden places where no man can 
see. 

At the Judgment Seat, nobody can hide behind ministry success. Many a preacher will be 
shocked to discover that the widow who prayed for missionaries had more gold in Heaven 
than he has. Many a social media Christian will discover that their public holiness turned 
into ashes the moment their motives hit the fire. And many a quiet believer, unknown on 
earth, will walk away with crowns while the famous suffer loss. 

 

VI. REWARDS: CROWNS, RULERSHIP, INHERITANCE 

This Judgment Seat decides authority in the coming Kingdom. Heaven is not retirement. 
Heaven is rulership. Heaven is administration. Heaven is responsibility. Heaven is an 
eternal government run by Christ and staffed by the faithful. 



Crowns are not jewelry. They are positions. Authority. Jurisdiction. “Have thou authority 
over ten cities,” Jesus said. Not metaphors. Cities. Actual rulership. 

The crowns you earn reflect the capacity you will have in eternity. Your place in the New 
Earth is not determined by who you knew, what church you went to, or what denomination 
you claimed. Your place in the Kingdom is determined by faithfulness. 

The irresponsible Christian will spend eternity saved but sidelined. The faithful Christian 
will spend eternity in honor, authority, and joy unspeakable. 

This doctrine is not minor. It is central. It is the foundation of eternal purpose. 

 

VII. THE GREAT SHAME AND THE GREAT HOPE 

The Bible speaks of believers being “ashamed before Him at His coming.” Ashamed. In 
Heaven. Not because their salvation is in question, but because their life did not match 
the grace they received. 

There will be tears at the Judgment Seat. Tears of regret. Tears of wasted potential. Tears of 
opportunities thrown away. Tears of lives lived for self instead of Christ. 

But there will also be hope. 

Because the One who judges you is the One who saved you. He wants to reward you more 
than you want to be rewarded. He is not looking to condemn you. He is looking to honor 
you. To exalt you. To give you a place in His eternal kingdom. 

Your life can still count. 
Your time can still matter. 
Your sacrifice can still be multiplied. 
Your obedience can still echo into eternity. 

It is not too late. 

 

CONCLUSION: YOU AND THE FIRE 

One day soon—sooner than you think—you will stand before the eyes of the One whose 
hair is white like wool, whose feet are like fine brass burning in a furnace. He will not be the 
gentle Galilean then. He will be the risen, ruling, glorified Christ. 

And your life—YOUR life—will pass through His fire. 



The question is simple: 

Will you stand before Him empty-handed? 
Or will you stand before Him with something that survived the fire? 

You cannot change the appointment. 

But you can change the outcome. 

 

 

2 of 20: THE DOCTRINE OF REWARDS – SALVATION VS. SERVICE: WHY WORKS STILL 
MATTER 
Key Passage: Ephesians 2:8–10 — “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not 
of yourselves: it is the gift of God. Not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are 
his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works…” 

 

INTRODUCTION: THE MOST MISUNDERSTOOD DISTINCTION IN THE CHRISTIAN LIFE 

If there is one doctrine modern Christianity has hopelessly tangled, butchered, mashed 
together, and served as theological soup, it’s the distinction between salvation and 
service. The Bible treats these as two different planets, two different economies, two 
different systems governed by two different laws. Salvation operates by grace alone, while 
service operates by works, reward, accountability, and fire. Salvation is unconditional. 
Service is conditional. Salvation is received. Service is evaluated. 

But churches today mix the two like a toddler mixing finger paint — and then wonder why 
they end up with a sickly gray mess where nothing is clear, nothing is sharp, and the 
Christian life is either guilt-driven legalism or apathetic complacency. The truth is simple: 
Your works do nothing to get you saved — but they mean everything once you are 
saved. 

Ephesians 2:8–9 slams the door shut on works-based salvation with the force of a 
hurricane: 

“By grace… through faith… NOT of works.” 

Yet verse 10 slams another door just as hard against lazy Christianity: 

“Created in Christ Jesus unto good works.” 



The Bible cuts a straight line: 
Grace gets you in. 
Works determine what happens once you’re in. 
Grace justifies you. 
Works judge you. 
Grace is the root. 
Works are the fruit. 
Grace gives you eternal life. 
Works determine eternal reward. 

Mix these two and you destroy both. 

 

I. SALVATION IS A GIFT — SERVICE IS A RESPONSIBILITY 

Let’s start where Paul starts: Salvation is a gift. Not a paycheck. Not a merit badge. Not 
something you “do your best” to earn. Not a process, not a probation, not a contract. A gift. 

A gift is not negotiated. 
A gift is not earned. 
A gift is not improved upon. 
A gift is not maintained by effort. 
A gift is received. 

The moment you add human effort to salvation, you poison the well. Grace stops being 
grace the second you attach a price tag. You don’t “help” God save you any more than a 
drowning man helps a lifeguard by waving his arms. God doesn’t save “co-workers”; He 
saves sinners. 

But service? That’s a different story. 

Service is a responsibility. A stewardship. A commission. A calling. A burden. A duty. A 
privilege. Service is what you do because you’re saved — not what you do to get saved. 

The believer is not saved by works, but absolutely saved unto works. And God will judge 
those works with the same level of seriousness He judged your sins at Calvary. 

Salvation is free. 
Service is costly. 
Salvation is instant. 
Service is lifelong. 



Salvation is about Christ’s work for you. 
Service is about your work for Christ. 

Confuse these and you’ll either strut like a Pharisee or shrink like a coward. 

 

II. GRACE ALONE SAVES — BUT GRACE DOES NOT CANCEL WORKS 

One of the worst lies the devil ever whispered into the church is that since salvation is free, 
works no longer matter. Wrong. Works don’t matter for salvation — but they matter for 
everything else. They matter for testimony. They matter for sanctification. They matter for 
usefulness. They matter for reward. They matter for eternity. 

Grace does not make works irrelevant. Grace makes them possible. 

Before salvation, every work was dead. Corrupted. Self-driven. Flesh-powered. God-
hindering. After salvation, works become the outflow of new life. They don’t save you — 
they show you’ve been saved. 

But here’s the catch: A saved person can waste their saved life. 

Paul didn’t tremble at the thought of losing salvation. He trembled at the thought of losing 
reward. He didn’t run the Christian race to become saved; he ran because he already was. 
He disciplined his body, labored night and day, and stretched every fiber of his being 
because he knew the difference between grace and service. 

Grace means God finished the work for salvation. 
Service means Christ expects you to work now that you’re saved. 

Grace is the cause. 
Works are the result. 
Grace is the new birth. 
Works are the new behavior. 

But it’s the Judgment Seat where the fruit of service gets examined — not your salvation. 

 

III. WHY THE DISTINCTION MATTERS: THE COST OF CONFUSION 

When you mix salvation and service, everything collapses. 

1. Legalists confuse the two and lose joy. 
They believe salvation must be maintained by behavior. The Christian life becomes a 



treadmill of fear, guilt, insecurity, and spiritual exhaustion. They mistrust grace because 
they mistrust God. 

2. Libertines confuse the two and lose rewards. 
They take grace as license. They sit. They drift. They live on spiritual welfare. They “rest” in 
Christ and never lift a finger for Him. They won’t lose salvation — but they will lose 
everything else. 

3. False teachers confuse the two and lose the gospel. 
Every cult on earth preaches salvation by works. If you want the fastest way to smell a 
doctrinal rat, ask them how a man is saved. If their answer involves effort, sacraments, 
rituals, performance, or perseverance, you are not hearing Christianity — you’re hearing 
Cain’s religion with a choir robe on. 

The Bible preserves the distinction so sharply because your eternal destiny depends on 
grace, but your eternal position depends on works. 

Don’t mix the two. 
Don’t soften the line. 
Don’t blend them to make modern Christians feel better. 
God didn’t. 

 

IV. CREATED UNTO GOOD WORKS — THE NEW FACTORY OF THE BELIEVER 

Ephesians 2:10 says believers are God’s workmanship — a divine masterpiece designed 
with a purpose: good works. 

You are not saved because of good works. 
You are saved for good works. 

God didn’t just save you from hell — He saved you into a calling. He made you a new 
creation with new desires, new power, new purpose, and a new path. He placed His Spirit 
inside you not so you can coast, but so you can work. 

A Christian who refuses to serve is like a lamp that refuses to shine, a trumpet that refuses 
to sound, or a soldier who refuses to fight. It is a contradiction of design. 

You were not saved to sit. 
You were saved to stand. 
You were not saved to avoid sin only. 
You were saved to produce fruit. 



You were not saved to drift through life. 
You were saved to make war on darkness. 

This is where the modern church fails. 
They preach Jesus as Savior but never as Lord. 
They preach grace but not responsibility. 
They preach security but not stewardship. 
They preach forgiveness but not fire. 

Grace gives you life. 
Service proves you have it. 

 

V. THE JUDGMENT SEAT: WHERE SERVICE IS PUT TO THE TEST 

Salvation has its judgment — the cross. 
Service has its judgment — the Judgment Seat of Christ. 

At the cross, Christ was judged for your sins. 
At the Judgment Seat, you will be judged for your works. 

Two judgments. 
Two purposes. 
Two different standards. 

Your salvation will never come into question at the Judgment Seat — but your quality of 
service absolutely will. 

What did you build? 
What survived the fire? 
What was done for Christ alone? 
What was done for applause, ego, reputation, money, attention? 

Service matters because eternity is structured by reward, rulership, and responsibility. 
Christians are not floating around Heaven on harps; they are occupying positions of 
government in the New Earth. Service today determines authority tomorrow. 

Lazy Christians will spend eternity saved — but sidelined. 
Faithful Christians will spend eternity ruling — not because they were better, but because 
they worked. 

You don’t lose salvation for bad service. 
You lose reward. 



You lose opportunity. 
You lose authority. 
You lose crowns. 
You lose inheritance. 
You lose position. 

Heaven is not equal — but grace is. 

 

VI. WHY WORKS STILL MATTER (AND ALWAYS WILL) 

Works matter because God commands them. 
Works matter because they please Christ. 
Works matter because they reflect His image. 
Works matter because they impact eternity. 
Works matter because they will be judged. 
Works matter because this is your only life to earn reward. 

One day — perhaps today — your works will be weighed. 
Not your salvation. 
Your service. 

This is why Paul says things like: 

“Run that ye may obtain.” 
“Labor more abundantly.” 
“Fight the good fight.” 
“Press toward the mark.” 
“Redeem the time.” 
“Be steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord.” 

Why? 
Because grace saves your soul, but works shape your eternity. 

You can be rich in grace but bankrupt in reward. 
You can be forgiven but fruitless. 
You can be redeemed but regretting how you lived after redemption. 

Works matter because Christ is worthy of them. 

 



VII. THE FINAL WORD: GRACE MAKES SALVATION POSSIBLE — WORKS MAKE YOUR 
LIFE MEANINGFUL 

Grace makes Heaven possible. 
Works make Heaven meaningful. 

Grace saves you. 
Works shape you. 
Grace gets you in the door. 
Works determine what happens once you’re in. 
Grace removes condemnation. 
Works determine commendation. 
Grace determines your destination. 
Works determine your compensation. 

The Christian who understands the distinction lives with boldness and balance. 
The Christian who ignores it drifts into either pride or laziness. 
The Christian who abuses it will face fire with empty hands. 

But the Christian who embraces it will hear the words every believer longs to hear: 

“Well done, thou good and faithful servant.” 

 

CONCLUSION: SALVATION IS A GIFT — SERVICE IS A TEST 

If salvation depended on works, none of us would be saved. 
If service didn’t matter, none of us would be judged. 

But because salvation is free, and service is costly, the Christian life becomes the greatest 
paradox ever lived: you work not to earn eternal life — but because eternal life has already 
been earned for you. 

Salvation is the root. 
Service is the fruit. 
Salvation delivers you from hell. 
Service determines your reward in Heaven. 
Salvation cannot be lost. 
Rewards absolutely can. 

Grace gave you everything — so you can give Christ everything. 

And one day, you will stand before Him, and your works will speak. 



 

 

3 of 20: THE DOCTRINE OF REWARDS – GOLD, SILVER, PRECIOUS STONES VS. WOOD, 
HAY, STUBBLE 
Key Passage: 1 Corinthians 3:11–15 — “For other foundation can no man lay than that 
is laid, which is Jesus Christ… Every man’s work shall be made manifest… because it 
shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is.” 

 

INTRODUCTION: THE FIRE THAT DOES NOT FORGIVE FLUFF 

There is a fire coming for every Christian. Not hellfire, but holiness-fire. Not the fire of 
damnation, but the fire of evaluation. A fire that doesn’t devour you, but devours what you 
built. A fire that doesn’t test your salvation, but tests your service. A fire that doesn’t 
measure “how much,” but “what sort.” God is not impressed with volume. He doesn’t hand 
out rewards like corporate bonuses based on productivity charts. He isn’t fooled by the 
noise, the crowds, the reputation, the ministry titles, or the public applause. 

At the Judgment Seat of Christ, everything you ever did after salvation is thrown into the 
flames — not to torture you, but to expose the truth. And brother, sister, that fire burns hot 
enough to vaporize pretense, pride, and performance, leaving only what was genuine, God-
empowered, and eternally valuable. Everything else goes up in smoke. 

Paul divides the building materials of the Christian life into two categories: 

1. Gold, silver, precious stones — eternal, solid, valuable, fireproof. 
2. Wood, hay, stubble — temporary, cheap, flammable, impressive only in bulk. 

One group survives fire. 
The other disappears in an instant. 

This essay will walk you into Heaven’s construction zone and show you what you’re building 
with — and what will survive the coming storm of glory. 

 

I. THE FOUNDATION IS CHRIST — NOT YOU, NOT YOUR CHURCH, NOT YOUR MINISTRY 

Before Paul deals with materials, he deals with the foundation: “For other foundation can 
no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” 

The foundation of the Christian life is not: 



• Your denomination 
• Your pastor 
• Your works 
• Your spiritual discipline 
• Your talent 
• Your effort 
• Your ministry 
• Your personality 
• Your sincerity 

The foundation is a Person. 
The Person is the Lord Jesus Christ. 

You don’t build to be saved; you build because you are saved. Anyone who tries to lay 
another foundation — sacraments, baptism, morals, traditions, human righteousness — is 
not building a Christian life; he’s constructing a religious house of cards. 

Your salvation doesn’t depend on how well you build. 
Your rewards depend entirely on how well you build. 

Christ is the bedrock. 
Your service is the structure. 

 

II. THE TWO CATEGORIES OF MATERIALS: PERMANENT VS. PERISHABLE 

Paul divides the materials into two types: 

A. GOLD, SILVER, PRECIOUS STONES 

These are rare, costly, enduring, and fireproof. They are not gathered on the surface; they 
require digging. They represent: 

Gold — the divine nature, God-centered motives 
Works done for God’s glory, not the praise of men. 

Silver — redemption, the soul-winner’s labor 
The value God places on souls, evangelism, intercession, missions. 

Precious stones — transformed character, Christlike behavior 
Patience, love, holiness, steadfastness — the internal jewels produced by the Spirit. 



Gold represents worship. 
Silver represents evangelism. 
Precious stones represent sanctification. 

These materials endure because they reflect God’s value system, not man’s. 

 

B. WOOD, HAY, STUBBLE 

These are cheap, common, easy to gather, fast to stack, and highly flammable. They 
represent: 

Wood — human strength, flesh-driven works 
Busy ministry with no spiritual power behind it. 

Hay — outward performance 
All appearance, no depth; reputation-driven religious activity. 

Stubble — trivial pursuits, wasted time 
The spiritual clutter that chokes life but produces nothing lasting. 

Wood impresses crowds. 
Hay fills barns. 
Stubble carpets fields. 
But none of it survives fire. 

Wood is what looks good to people. 
Hay is what feels good to you. 
Stubble is what wastes the most precious resource you have — time. 

These materials perish because they reflect human priorities, not Heaven’s. 

 

III. THE FIRE IS NOT TO DESTROY YOU — BUT TO TELL THE TRUTH ABOUT YOU 

Paul says, “Every man’s work shall be made manifest.” 
The Judgment Seat is a divine revealing, not a divine punishing. 

God is not throwing your life into the fire to hurt you. 
He’s throwing it into the fire to reveal what was real. 

A believer may arrive at the gate of Heaven with a ministry resume thicker than the Yellow 
Pages… and watch the fire reduce it to ash. Not because he wasn’t saved. Not because he 
wasn’t active. But because he built the entire thing with the wrong materials. 



Think of the shock: 

• The celebrity pastor whose sermons were praised around the world — but preached for 
reputation, not Christ. Wood. 
• The woman who never missed church but never forgave anyone. Stubble. 
• The deacon who gave money for recognition. Hay. 
• The missionary who endured hardship to please God alone. Gold. 
• The quiet saint who interceded for souls in secret. Silver. 
• The believer who lived holy when nobody watched. Precious stones. 

The fire will tell the truth about every motive. 
Every hidden act. 
Every private sin. 
Every unspoken devotion. 
Every flesh-driven performance. 
Every Spirit-produced fruit. 

This is why service matters. 
Not to save you — but to testify about you. 

 

IV. WHAT SURVIVES THE FIRE: THE ETERNAL VALUE OF GOLD, SILVER, PRECIOUS 
STONES 

Let’s slow down and dig deeper into these: 

1. GOLD — THE MOTIVE OF WORSHIP 

Gold throughout Scripture symbolizes deity. Works done for the glory of God alone — not 
self — become gold. You don’t get gold from convenience; you get it from costly obedience. 

Examples: 

• Serving in obscurity 
• Giving sacrificially 
• Praising God in trials 
• Acting for Christ when nobody cares 

Gold is born in fire on earth — so it withstands fire in Heaven. 

 

2. SILVER — THE VALUE OF SOULS 



Silver is the metal of redemption (“silver for atonement” in Exodus). Winning souls, 
witnessing, praying for the lost, supporting missions, discipling others — these are silver 
works. 

You will never waste your time investing in souls. 
Heaven’s currency is people. 
Every soul you touch becomes silver in the eternal account. 

 

3. PRECIOUS STONES — THE TRANSFORMED INNER LIFE 

Stones like emerald, jasper, or sapphire require pressure, heat, and time. These represent 
the eternal character God shapes in you: 

• Holiness 
• Patience 
• Faithfulness 
• Longsuffering 
• Self-control 
• Love 
• Integrity 

These are not glamorous. They grow slowly. But when they appear, they shine forever. 

 

These materials survive fire because God Himself produced them through your yielded 
obedience. 

You kept the flesh out. 
You let the Spirit in. 
And the result was eternal. 

 

V. WHAT BURNS IN THE FIRE: THE TRAGEDY OF WOOD, HAY, AND STUBBLE 

1. WOOD — BUSY BUT BARREN 

Wood is the ministry done in the flesh: 

• Talent without surrender 
• Knowledge without humility 
• Activity without dependence on God 



Wood builds fast and looks impressive. But it burns hot and vanishes instantly. 

 

2. HAY — RELIGIOUS APPEARANCE 

Hay is what fills space. It’s lightweight, fluffy, easy to gather, but worthless for lasting 
structures. 

Hay represents: 

• Public spirituality 
• Showmanship 
• Popularity 
• Virtue signaling 
• Outward holiness without inward change 

Hay Christians look impressive from a distance but collapse under heat. 

 

3. STUBBLE — THE WASTE OF A CHRISTIAN LIFE 

Stubble is the residue of a harvested field — the leftovers nobody wants. 

This is: 

• Wasted hours 
• Trivial pursuits 
• Entertainment addiction 
• Laziness 
• Excuses 
• Spiritual neglect 

You may be saved — but you can waste decades building stubble. 

The fire will expose it. 

 

VI. THE SHOCK OF SEEING YOUR LIFE IN FLAMES 

Paul describes the most sobering words a believer can hear: 
“He shall suffer loss.” 

Loss of what? 



• Loss of reward 
• Loss of opportunity 
• Loss of rulership 
• Loss of inheritance 
• Loss of eternal authority 
• Loss of crowns 
• Loss of honor 
• Loss of joy 
• Loss of the privilege of presenting something to Christ 

Not loss of salvation. 
Loss of everything else that could have been. 

Imagine: 

You stand in Heaven… saved… washed… forgiven… 
But your life — decades of work — burns into nothing. 
Gone. 
Ashes on the floor of eternity. 
Your soul enters Heaven; your life does not. 

Some Christians will enter eternity like passengers rescued from a shipwreck — alive, but 
carrying nothing. 

Others will enter bearing gold, silver, jewels — eternal treasure. 

Both enter Heaven. 
Only one enters with honor. 

 

VII. THE FINAL REVIEW: “WHAT SORT IT IS” 

God does not ask: 

“How much did you do?” 
“How many people saw you do it?” 
“How big was your ministry?” 
“How impressive was your reputation?” 

He asks: 

“What sort was it?” 



What kind. 
What quality. 
What motive. 
What material. 
What spirit. 
What heart. 

God judges sort, not size. 

A janitor who prayed for kids in a school hallway may build more precious stones in eternity 
than a famous preacher with millions of followers. Why? Because God judges the material, 
not the marketing. 

He judges the substance, not the style. 
The spirit, not the spotlight. 
The heart, not the hype. 

This is why the judgment will shock Heaven. 
And why many first will be last. 
And many last will be first. 

 

VIII. THE HOPE OF THE FAITHFUL — REWARD THAT CAN NEVER BURN 

Here is the hope: 

If your work is eternal, it cannot be taken from you. 
Not by fire. 
Not by the devil. 
Not by time. 
Not by death. 
Not by anyone. 

Once a crown is earned, it is yours forever — unless you forfeit it by unfaithfulness on earth. 

Your gold is eternal. 
Your silver is eternal. 
Your precious stones are eternal. 

The fire of God does not destroy the work of God. 

So work in the things that endure. 
Build with materials that matter. 



Invest in what lasts. 
Give Christ something that can survive His glory. 

Because one day, you will place those rewards at His feet as an act of worship. 

 

CONCLUSION: WHAT ARE YOU BUILDING WITH? 

Your life is a construction site. 
Christ is the foundation. 
Heaven is the inspector. 
Fire is the test. 
Eternity is the outcome. 

You are building something every day: 

With your choices. 
With your habits. 
With your obedience. 
With your sacrifice. 
With your motives. 
With your time. 

The question is not whether you are building. 
You are. 

The question is: 

Are you building something that will survive the fire of Jesus Christ? 

Wood burns. 
Hay burns. 
Stubble burns. 
But gold… 
silver… 
precious stones… 
shine brighter because of the fire. 

You cannot avoid the flames. 
But you can control what you send into them. 

 

 



4 of 20: THE DOCTRINE OF REWARDS – THE CROWN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS 
Key Passage: 2 Timothy 4:8 — “Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not 
to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.” 

 

INTRODUCTION: A CROWN RESERVED FOR A CERTAIN KIND OF HEART 

There are many crowns in Scripture, but none pierces deeper, none divides the church 
more sharply, and none exposes the soul more quickly than the Crown of 
Righteousness—the reward reserved for those who “love His appearing.” Not casually 
acknowledge it. Not doctrinally affirm it. Not politely believe in it. But love it. Long for it. 
Ache for it. Live with their eyes on the sky and their heart in eternity. 

Most Christians don’t love His appearing—they fear it, ignore it, or hope it happens after 
they finish their bucket list. But Paul—on death row, abandoned, betrayed, beaten—could 
say with absolute confidence that a crown was waiting for him, not because he lived 
flawlessly, but because he lived forward, always leaning toward that blessed hope. 

The Crown of Righteousness is the reward of the homesick believer, the reward of the 
watchman, the reward of the pilgrim whose compass always pointed to Heaven. It is for the 
saint who recognizes this world is not home, who sees through the glitter of Babylon, who 
lives detached from the system and anchored in expectation. 

This is not a crown for theologians. 
Not a crown for eschatology experts. 
Not a crown for YouTube prophecy celebrities. 
It is a crown for those who, in the privacy of their hearts, whisper, “Even so, come, Lord 
Jesus.” 

And that heart posture changes everything. 

 

I. THE CONTEXT: A DYING APOSTLE AND A LIVING HOPE 

Paul writes these words with execution looming like a shadow. Nero is sharpening the 
blade. Paul’s co-laborers have vanished. Demas has deserted him. Only Luke remains. And 
yet Paul does not whimper, sulk, or mourn. He speaks like a warrior finishing his final 
march. 



“I have fought a good fight, 
I have finished my course, 
I have kept the faith…” 

Then comes the thunderclap: 

“Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown…” 

While Rome sharpened its sword, Heaven prepared Paul’s crown. 

While Caesar sentenced him to death, Christ prepared to honor him with life eternal. 

While men forgot him, God remembered him. 

Why? 

Because Paul loved the appearing of Jesus Christ. He lived for it. He groaned for it. He 
measured everything by it. The Second Coming wasn’t a doctrine on Paul’s shelf—it was 
the pulse in his veins. 

That’s the secret. 
That’s the qualifier. 
That’s the heart God rewards. 

If your hope is rooted in this world, you can forget about this crown. 
If your affections are anchored above, you may already have a claim to it. 

 

II. WHAT IT MEANS TO “LOVE HIS APPEARING” 

Let’s cut through the fluff. Loving His appearing is not a cute sentiment. It is a radical 
reorientation of life that touches every part of the soul. 

1. It is longing for Christ more than comfort. 

You’re ready for Him to come even if it wrecks your plans. Even if it cuts your ambitions 
short. Even if it interrupts your goals. The believer who loves His appearing is not building 
an earthly kingdom. 

2. It is seeing this world as temporary, broken, and not enough. 

You can enjoy blessings without worshipping them. You can endure suffering without being 
crushed by it. Because nothing here is permanent. 

3. It is choosing holiness because the King is coming. 



If Jesus might appear today, you want to be found clean, sober, alert, faithful—not 
spiritually slouching in compromise. 

4. It is desiring HIM more than Heaven. 

Heaven is not about mansions, streets of gold, or endless joy—it is about Christ. Loving His 
appearing is not escapism; it is devotion. 

5. It is living every day with the expectation of the trumpet. 

Jesus said, “Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find watching.” 

Loving His appearing is watching. 

Watching is loving. 
Loving is longing. 
Longing is righteousness. 

And righteousness is what the crown is named for. 

 

III. WHY GOD GIVES A CROWN FOR LONGING 

The Crown of Righteousness exposes the most hidden part of a believer: their true 
affection. 

Why does God reward it? 

Because longing for His appearing produces righteousness. 

Not self-righteousness. 
Not legalistic righteousness. 
Not arrogant holiness. 

But the righteousness of detachment, purity, urgency, and focus. 

1. Longing for Christ purifies. 

“Every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.” 

If the King is returning any moment, you guard your heart. 

2. Longing for Christ detaches you from sin. 

You can’t love the world and love His appearing at the same time. The more you long for 
Him, the less the world tempts you. 



3. Longing for Christ produces eternal priorities. 

You stop wasting time. You stop living small. You stop drifting. You start investing. 

4. Longing for Christ aligns you with Heaven’s value system. 

Heaven is not impressed by earthly crowns. But Heaven rewards longing for the true King. 

5. Longing for Christ transforms suffering into joy. 

If Christ could return today, then every trial is temporary—and that changes everything. 

The Crown of Righteousness is for those who didn’t cling to Earth with white knuckles… 
but clung to Heaven with burning hearts. 

 

IV. THIS CROWN REVEALS THE TRAGEDY OF WORLDLY CHRISTIANITY 

Let’s be honest: most Christians do not want Jesus to return today. They want: 

• One more vacation 
• One more romance 
• One more raise 
• One more accomplishment 
• One more pleasure 
• One more year 
• One more something 

Their true longing is not His appearing, but their own comfort. 

Modern Christianity is fascinated with entertainment, not eternity… distracted by politics, 
not prophecy… hypnotized by social media, not Scripture. 

They say, “Come, Lord Jesus… 
…but after I finish my plans.” 

Heaven does not reward a half-hearted, conditional longing. 

You either love His appearing or you love your kingdom. 

There is no Crown of Righteousness for those who say, “Not yet.” 

 

V. PAUL'S CONFIDENCE — AND OUR POSSIBLE CLAIM 



When Paul said “Henceforth there is laid up for me…” he wasn’t boasting. He was 
testifying. He knew his heart. He knew his longing. He knew the King he served. 

But then he added one of the most encouraging phrases in the entire Bible: 

“…and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.” 

That means YOU can earn this crown. 

You don’t need a seminary degree. 
You don’t need a pulpit. 
You don’t need a giant ministry. 
You don’t need wealth or popularity. 
You don’t need talent. 

You need a heart that beats toward Heaven. 

This crown is not about your performance. 
It is about your posture. 

It is not about your results. 
It is about your affection. 

It is not about your fame. 
It is about your focus. 

The poorest Christian, unseen by men, can earn this crown as surely as Paul did. 

And the richest Christian, applauded by thousands, can lose it completely. 

Heaven’s crowns go to those who desire Heaven’s King. 

 

VI. THE POWERFUL EFFECT OF LOVING HIS APPEARING 

If you truly love His appearing, your life will show it. 

1. You live urgently. 

Not frantically, not anxiously—urgently. 
You do the will of God now, not “someday.” 

2. You endure suffering differently. 

You see trials as part of your journey home, not interruptions to your comfort. 

3. You invest in souls. 



If Christ could return today, every lost person becomes a priority. 

4. You reject worldliness. 

You shed unnecessary baggage. You lighten the load. You’re traveling home. 

5. You pursue holiness. 

Not to be saved— 
but to meet your Master with confidence. 

6. You maintain watchfulness. 

You stay awake. You stay alert. You refuse the spiritual sedative of this age. 

7. You reorder your life. 

Christ’s appearing isn’t a doctrine. It’s a filter. Everything gets sorted through it. 

Loving His appearing transforms a “normal Christian life” into a supernatural life of 
purpose. 

 

VII. WHAT STEALS THIS CROWN FROM BELIEVERS? 

Crowns can be lost. 
Paul warns, “Let no man take thy crown.” 

The enemy knows what this crown represents—a heart attached to Heaven—so he 
unleashes every distraction imaginable. 

1. Worldly Pleasure 

Loving the world dulls the longing for Christ. 

2. Fear or confusion about prophecy 

Many Christians avoid the subject entirely because of fear, false teachers, or 
denominational confusion. 

3. Spiritual apathy 

The lukewarm church is never looking upward. 

4. Sin 

Sin doesn’t remove your salvation, but it kills your anticipation. 



5. Comfort addiction 

Materialism chains the heart to Earth. 

6. False doctrine 

If you don’t believe Christ can come at any moment, you will not love His appearing. 

7. Busyness 

Martha syndrome—so busy working for Christ you forget to look for Him. 

The devil doesn’t need to make you wicked to rob this crown—he just needs to make you 
comfortable. 

 

VIII. THE CROWN ITSELF: WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 

The Crown of Righteousness is not symbolic. It is literal. And its meaning is staggering. 

1. It is a reward of affection. 

It honors those whose hearts were set on Christ. 

2. It is a reward of longing. 

It crowns the eternal optimist who waits for the King. 

3. It is a reward of righteousness. 

Not the righteousness of justification— 
but the righteousness of expectation, purity, and focus. 

4. It is a badge of eternal loyalty. 

It marks those who were not seduced by the world. 

5. It is a crown that shines forever. 

It will never tarnish, fade, or lose value. 

And most of all— 

6. It is a crown you will cast at His feet. 

What an honor… to have something to present to the One who died for you. 

 

IX. THE FINAL QUESTION: DO YOU LOVE HIS APPEARING? 



This crown forces a confrontation. 

Not: 
“Do you believe in the Rapture?” 
“Do you study prophecy?” 
“Do you know the signs of the times?” 
“Do you understand dispensational truth?” 

But: 
“Do you LOVE His appearing?” 

If Jesus Christ returned today… 

Would you rejoice? 
Or regret? 
Would you welcome Him? 
Or wish for more time? 
Would you shout for joy? 
Or shrink back in shame? 
Would you run toward Him? 
Or feel interrupted? 

Your answer reveals everything. 

The Crown of Righteousness belongs to those whose hearts jump at the thought of seeing 
Christ. 

 

CONCLUSION: LIVE FOR THE TRUMPET 

The Christian who loves His appearing is the Christian Heaven will honor. 

This world is fading. 
Your body is aging. 
Your possessions are temporary. 
Your opportunities are shrinking. 
Your time is accelerating. 
But Christ is coming. 

The Christian who leans toward the sky will receive the Crown of Righteousness—the 
crown for those who lived with holy anticipation. This is not a reward for perfect people. It is 
a reward for homesick people. 



Ask yourself: 

Do I long for Christ more than comfort? 
More than ambition? 
More than success? 
More than this world? 

Because one day soon, the clouds will part, the trumpet will blast, the dead in Christ will 
rise, and you will stand face-to-face with the One your soul loves. 

And if you lived loving His appearing, 
there will be a crown waiting for you— 
placed on your head by the Righteous Judge Himself. 

5 of 20: THE DOCTRINE OF REWARDS – THE CROWN OF LIFE 
Key Passage: James 1:12 — “Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he 
is tried, he shall receive a crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that 
love him.” 

 

INTRODUCTION: THE HARDEST CROWN TO EARN AND THE SWEETEST TO RECEIVE 

Out of all the crowns God promises His children, the Crown of Life is the deepest, the 
heaviest, the rawest, and the most blood-soaked. This is not the crown you earn by being 
popular. This is not the crown for smooth sailing, easy Christianity, or smiling for the 
Sunday camera. This is the crown for survivors— 
for fighters— 
for the saints who walked through fire and refused to bow. 

This is the crown for the Christian who kept loving Christ when everything in Hell, earth, and 
flesh tried to make them quit. 

The Crown of Life is God’s answer to every heartbreak, every storm, every midnight valley, 
every betrayal, every tear, every thorn, and every temptation you endured simply because 
you refused to stop loving Jesus Christ. 

If the Crown of Righteousness is for those who long for Christ, 
then the Crown of Life is for those who cling to Christ. 

You don’t earn this crown on the mountaintop; you earn it in the midnight furnace. 
You don’t gain this crown when you feel strong; you gain it when you are broken and still 
refuse to let go. 



You don’t win this crown by escaping trials; you win it by walking through them holding onto 
the Lord who walked through worse for you. 

This is the martyr’s crown. 
The sufferer’s crown. 
The perseverer’s crown. 
The lover’s crown. 

And no other crown reflects the heart of Christ quite like this one. 

 

I. THE NATURE OF THE CROWN OF LIFE: A REWARD FOR ENDURANCE 

“Blessed is the man that endureth temptation…” 

Right there is the qualification. 
Not the man who avoids temptation. 
Not the man who never faces trials. 
Not the man who outruns danger. 
But the man who endures. 

Endurance is not pretty. 
Endurance is not glamorous. 
Endurance is not applauded in the moment. 
Endurance is bloody, sweaty, tear-stained sticking-it-out loyalty to God when your 
circumstances scream to give up. 

The Crown of Life is for those who endure: 

• persecution 
• trials 
• temptations 
• rejection 
• sickness 
• financial collapse 
• betrayal 
• loneliness 
• spiritual drought 
• satanic attacks 
• emotional trauma 
• pressure to compromise 



The world judges success by comfort. 
God judges success by endurance. 

The world crowns entertainers and athletes for performing. 
God crowns sufferers for persisting. 

The world applauds those who win by talent. 
God applauds those who win by faith. 

You may not be the strongest Christian. 
You may not be the smartest Christian. 
But you can be the Christian who endures. 
And that is the one who receives the Crown of Life. 

 

II. “WHEN HE IS TRIED”: GOD DOES NOT WASTE YOUR SUFFERING 

James does not say if he is tried. 
He says when. 

Trials are scheduled. 
Trials are guaranteed. 
Trials are divine appointments. 

God never promised you a painless life— 
He promised you a purposeful one. 

Every trial fits into the eternal architecture of your reward. 
Nothing you face is random. 
Nothing you endure is wasted. 
Nothing you suffer is overlooked. 

The tears you shed in private are recorded in Heaven. 
The wounds you hide from others are seen by God. 
The battles you fought quietly are noted by the Judge of all the earth. 

You may feel like no one understands your struggle— 
but God does. 
And He is keeping score. 

The Crown of Life is God’s declaration: 

“I saw what it cost you to stay faithful.” 



This crown is His way of saying: 

“You didn’t break. You didn’t quit. You didn’t sell out. And I will honor you for it 
forever.” 

 

III. “THE LORD HATH PROMISED”—A GUARANTEE FROM GOD HIMSELF 

There is something staggering about this crown that no other heavenly reward has: 
it is personally promised by the Lord. 

Most crowns are described by Paul. 
Some are explained by Peter. 
But this one is directly promised by Jesus Christ. 

Revelation 2:10 echoes the same truth: 

“Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.” 

Not: 

“I might give you…” 
“I’ll consider giving you…” 
“I’ll think about it…” 

No. 

“I WILL GIVE THEE.” 

This crown carries the signature of the Savior. 
When Jesus suffered, He did so faithfully—unto death. 
And He rewards that same spirit wherever He finds it in His people. 

This crown is not for gifted Christians. 
It is for faithful ones. 

This crown is not for the sensational. 
It is for the steadfast. 

This crown is not for the celebrated. 
It is for the crushed. 

This crown is not for the strong. 
It is for the loyal. 



When Jesus promises something, Heaven engraves it. 
Eternity cements it. 
No demon can steal it. 
No trial can erase it. 
No failure can cancel it if you get up and keep going. 

 

IV. WHAT KIND OF TRIALS EARN THE CROWN OF LIFE? 

Let’s make this plain. 
The Crown of Life is not given for general suffering. 

It is not: 

• a crown for having a bad day 
• a crown for being inconvenienced 
• a crown for stubbing your toe 
• a crown for the consequences of your own foolish decisions 

This crown is given for faithfulness in trials that come BECAUSE you love God. 

Trials directly tied to obedience. 
Temptations directly tied to loyalty. 
Suffering directly tied to righteousness. 

Jesus said: 

“Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake…” 

The Crown of Life follows the same principle. 
You are rewarded when the enemy hits you harder because you will not compromise. 

Here are the kinds of trials that qualify: 

1. Temptation that tries to pull you from holiness. 

And you resist because you love God more. 

2. Pressure to be silent. 

And you speak the truth anyway. 

3. Loss for the sake of Christ. 

And you count Him worthy. 



4. Betrayal. 

And you refuse to become bitter. 

5. Long seasons of unanswered prayer. 

And you keep trusting. 

6. Personal weaknesses or infirmities. 

Yet you remain faithful. 

7. Heavy spiritual warfare. 

Yet you remain in the fight. 

8. Trials that force you to choose between comfort and Christ. 

And you choose Christ. 

Every time you choose Christ over temptation, obedience over compromise, loyalty over 
comfort— 
you are earning inches of this crown. 

 

V. THE HEART OF THIS CROWN: “TO THEM THAT LOVE HIM” 

This crown is not simply for enduring trials. 
It is for enduring trials because you love Him. 

Do not miss that. 

A sinner can grit his teeth through suffering. 
A stoic can endure pain. 
A disciplined soldier can push through pressure. 

But only a believer can endure trials because he loves Jesus Christ. 

The root of this crown is affection. 

Not obligation. 
Not duty. 
Not fear. 
Not guilt. 

Love. 



That means the Crown of Life belongs to: 

• the saint who says, “Lord, this hurts, but I love You.” 
• the believer who whispers, “I don’t understand, but I trust You.” 
• the mother who says, “My heart is breaking, but You are still good.” 
• the man who says, “I want to give up, but You are worthy.” 

This crown is not earned by endurance alone— 
but by endurance wrapped in love. 

 

VI. THE CROWN OF LIFE IS THE MOST CHRISTLIKE CROWN 

Why? 

Because Jesus Christ Himself wore it first. 

Before they placed a crown of thorns on His head, 
He had already earned the Crown of Life. 

He endured temptation in the wilderness. 
He endured rejection in Nazareth. 
He endured betrayal in Gethsemane. 
He endured abandonment from His disciples. 
He endured agony at Gabbatha. 
He endured the cross at Golgotha. 
He endured the wrath of God in darkness. 

He kept loving the Father. 
He kept submitting to the Father. 
He kept trusting the Father. 

He endured faithfully 
UNTIL 
THE 
END. 

This crown is the crown of the Lamb who was slain— 
the crown of obedience unto death. 

When you earn the Crown of Life, 
you are walking the same road He walked. 
And He honors you for it. 



 

VII. WHY SATAN ATTACKS THE BELIEVER WHO CAN EARN THIS CROWN 

Satan doesn’t fight casual Christians. 
He doesn’t waste ammunition on lukewarm believers. 
He reserves his fiercest assaults for those who could earn the Crown of Life. 

Why? 

Because your endurance under fire exposes his defeat. 

Every time you refuse temptation— 
you remind Hell that the Holy Spirit lives in you. 

Every time you pray while suffering— 
you bruise the serpent’s head again. 

Every time you worship through tears— 
you testify that the Lamb is worthy. 

Every time you continue when everything screams “quit”— 
you shame the Accuser. 

Satan hates believers who endure, 
because they are the living trophies of God’s grace 
and the future wearers of the Crown of Life. 

 

VIII. THE GLORY OF THIS CROWN IN ETERNITY 

What will this crown represent forever? 

1. A testimony that you loved Christ through fire. 

Heaven will know your story. 

2. A declaration that you were loyal under pressure. 

Your life honored Christ when it cost you something. 

3. A badge of Christlike endurance. 

This crown reflects His character. 

4. A symbol of victory over Satan. 



You were tempted, but you did not break. 

5. A mark of eternal honor. 

All of Heaven will see the glory of God’s grace through your trials. 

Imagine… 
the King of Kings placing a crown on your head and saying: 

“Well done. You suffered well. You loved Me through the fire.” 

That moment alone will make every tear worth it. 

 

IX. YOUR SUFFERING HAS A DESTINATION 

There is not a single minute of pain in your life that is wasted if you love Christ in it. 

Not one tear is ignored. 
Not one temptation is unnoticed. 
Not one sacrifice is forgotten. 
Not one lonely night is unseen. 
Not one battle is overlooked. 

The Crown of Life is the eternal confirmation that your suffering had a destination, 
your trials had meaning, 
and your loyalty had weight in the eyes of God. 

 

X. WHAT ABOUT BELIEVERS WHO QUIT UNDER PRESSURE? 

Can a believer lose this crown? 
Yes. 

The Bible warns: 

“Hold fast… that no man take thy crown.” 

This crown can be forfeited by: 

• quitting on God 
• bitterness 
• compromise 
• surrendering to temptation 
• despising the trial 



• rejecting the discipline 
• yielding to fear 
• abandoning the fight 

If salvation could be lost, the devil would go after your salvation. 
He can’t. 
So he goes after your reward. 

Most Christians are not in danger of losing their salvation. 
They are in danger of losing their crowns. 

Especially this one. 

 

XI. THE FINAL QUESTION: DO YOU WANT THIS CROWN? 

Not every Christian wants this crown. 
Many want comfort more than Christ. 
Ease more than endurance. 
Applause more than obedience. 

But for the Christian who has suffered… 
who has stared loss in the face… 
who has walked through fire… 
who has prayed through tears… 
who has endured long, lonely battles… 
this crown is a promise that God saw every step. 

The question is simple: 

Will you endure? Will you stay faithful? Will you love Him through the fire? 

If the answer is yes— 
this crown is yours. 

 

CONCLUSION: HOLD ON—THE KING IS WATCHING 

The Crown of Life is the reward of all rewards. 
It is Heaven’s highest honor for the lowest, hardest moments of your earthly journey. 
And the God who promised it cannot lie. 



So hold on. 
Stay faithful. 
Endure temptation. 
Stand under the trial. 
Cling to the Savior. 
Lift your eyes to eternity. 
Love Him through it all. 

One day soon, 
the fire will end, 
the trials will cease, 
the temptations will vanish, 
and the King of Kings will step forward 
and place a crown— 
your crown— 
on your head. 

A crown purchased by His blood. 
A crown earned by your endurance. 
A crown that declares forever: 

“This one loved Me… even in the fire.” 

 

 

6 of 20: THE DOCTRINE OF REWARDS – THE INCORRUPTIBLE CROWN 
Key Passage: 1 Corinthians 9:24–27 — “Know ye not that they which run in a race run 
all, but one receiveth the prize… I therefore so run, not as uncertainly… But I keep 
under my body, and bring it into subjection…” 

 

INTRODUCTION: THE MOST NEGLECTED CROWN IN MODERN CHRISTIANITY 

If the Judgment Seat of Christ terrifies the lazy saint, 
then the Incorruptible Crown humiliates the carnal one. 

This is not the crown for the gifted, the emotional, the zealous, the loud, or the impressive. 
This is the crown for the disciplined. 



Not the talented. 
Not the flashy. 
Not the platform Christian. 

The disciplined. 

This is the crown for the believer who wakes up in the morning and says, 
“Flesh, get in the back seat. Jesus Christ is driving today.” 

This is the crown for the Christian who treats the spiritual life like a battlefield, 
not a backyard picnic. 
Like a racecourse, 
not a recliner. 
Like a military campaign, 
not a hobby. 

Most crowns deal with endurance or faithfulness under pressure, 
but the Incorruptible Crown deals with a deeper, more personal war— 
the lifelong war you fight inside your own skin. 

The fight against the flesh. 
The battle for obedience. 
The war for self-mastery. 
The discipline to say no to yourself 
and yes to Christ 
every single day. 

It is the crown for the believer who refuses to be ruled by his appetites, 
his emotions, 
his laziness, 
his impulses, 
or his old nature. 

This is the crown that exposes the difference between Christians who want to feel spiritual 
and Christians who want to be spiritual. 

And the Apostle Paul didn’t just talk about this crown— 
he lived like a man possessed by it. 

 

I. THE RACE EVERY BELIEVER IS RUNNING 



Paul compares the Christian life to a race. 
Not a stroll. 
Not a jog. 
Not a meandering walk through a spiritual nature trail. 
A race. 

A race demands: 

• direction 
• effort 
• urgency 
• exertion 
• purpose 
• focus 

But most Christians live as if they are in a waiting room, not a race. 
They sit, scroll, snack, wander, drift, coast, and assume their Christian life is happening 
automatically. 

Paul says: 

“Run, that ye may obtain.” 

There is no accidental winner in the Christian race. 
You don’t drift into victory. 
You don’t slide into glory. 
You don’t stumble into reward. 

If you are not running with intention— 
you are losing by default. 

Every believer is in the race, 
but only a handful run like it matters. 

Most are saved enough to avoid Hell, 
but too undisciplined to ever earn this crown. 

 

II. THE INCORRUPTIBLE CROWN IS ABOUT SELF-MASTERY 

Paul uses strong words: 

“I keep under my body.” 



That phrase means: 

• I beat it down 
• I subdue it 
• I strike it under 
• I put it in chains 
• I refuse to let it rule 

Paul treats the flesh like a criminal that must be arrested daily. 

Modern Christians treat the flesh like a pet. 
They feed it. 
Nurture it. 
Excuse it. 
Pamper it. 
Blame others for it. 
Build their schedules around it. 
Apologize when anyone suggests disciplining it. 

The modern slogan is, 
“Follow your heart.” 

Paul’s slogan was, 
“Crucify your flesh.” 

The modern Christian says, 
“I feel led.” 

Paul said, 
“I keep under.” 

Modern believers are ruled by mood. 
Paul was ruled by mission. 

This crown is not won by shouting or singing or weeping or wishing. 
It is won by willpower under the authority of Scripture, 
habits under the control of the Spirit, 
and appetites under the discipline of a crucified life. 

You do not win this crown by emotion. 
You win it by obedience. 

 



III. THE ATHLETIC ILLUSTRATION — DISCIPLINE IS NON-NEGOTIABLE 

Paul compares the Christian to an Olympic athlete. 
That wasn’t poetic. 
It was literal. 

Ancient athletes in Corinth lived under extreme discipline. 

They trained for months. 
They ate strict diets. 
They denied themselves pleasures. 
They embraced discomfort. 
They punished their bodies. 
They sacrificed personal freedom. 

Why? 

To receive a corruptible crown made of leaves. 

Paul’s point is razor-sharp: 

If pagans can deny their flesh for a wreath that dries up in a week, 
why can’t believers deny their flesh for a crown that lasts forever? 

Modern Christianity doesn’t preach discipline; 
it preaches comfort. 

It doesn’t preach self-denial; 
it preaches self-esteem. 

It doesn’t preach mastery of the flesh; 
it preaches management of the flesh. 

It doesn’t preach sobriety; 
it preaches sensitivity. 

No wonder so few believers will ever win this crown. 

 

IV. THE ENEMIES OF THE INCORRUPTIBLE CROWN 

There are three relentless enemies working against any believer who tries to walk in 
discipline. 

1. The Flesh — Your Internal Saboteur 



Your flesh is not your friend. 
It hates prayer. 
It hates Scripture. 
It hates work. 
It hates holiness. 
It loves excess. 
It loves laziness. 
It loves indulgence. 

Your flesh will scream louder than a spoiled child any time you try to discipline it. 

That is why Paul uses violent language— 
because the flesh never dies quietly. 

2. The World — A Culture Addicted to Comfort 

The world despises discipline. 
It mocks restraint. 
It rewards excess. 
It glamorizes indulgence. 
It celebrates self-worship. 
It idolizes pleasure. 

You will not win this crown if you crave the approval of a world that has replaced virtue with 
victimhood and discipline with dopamine. 

3. The Devil — He Knows a Disciplined Christian Is Dangerous 

Satan is not threatened by loud Christians, 
emotional Christians, 
or busy Christians. 

But a disciplined Christian— 
one who says no to his flesh and yes to Christ daily— 
is a threat too dangerous to ignore. 

The believer who controls his flesh is a believer Satan cannot control. 

 

V. THE DISCIPLINES REQUIRED TO WIN THE INCORRUPTIBLE CROWN 



Let’s spell them out plainly. 
No fluff. 
No soft edges. 

1. Discipline in the Word 

Daily Bible reading—not when you “feel led,” 
but because you are in a race. 

2. Discipline in Prayer 

Not emotional bursts of desperation, 
but consistent communion. 

3. Discipline in Purity 

Closing the doors to temptation before temptation starts breathing on you. 

4. Discipline in the Mind 

Refusing thoughts that pollute, distract, or weaken. 

5. Discipline in Time 

Redeeming the time, not wasting your life scrolling and numbing your brain. 

6. Discipline in the Body 

Treating your body not as a playground, 
but as an instrument of service. 

7. Discipline in Duty 

Doing what must be done, 
when it must be done, 
whether your flesh likes it or not. 

These disciplines create the type of believer Paul described— 
focused, sober, sharp, dependable, unstoppable. 

The kind of Christian Hell fears. 

 

VI. PAUL’S FEAR: “LEST… I MYSELF SHOULD BE A CASTAWAY” 

This verse is one of the most sobering in the entire New Testament. 



Paul— 
the missionary, 
the apostle, 
the preacher to the Gentiles, 
the writer of Scripture— 
feared becoming a castaway. 

He is not talking about losing salvation. 
He is talking about losing reward. 
Losing the crown. 
Losing effectiveness. 
Losing authority. 
Losing usefulness. 

Becoming spiritually sidelined. 
Disqualified. 
Benched. 
Finished. 

Not damned. 
Just done. 

Many Christians are already spiritual castaways. 
Saved—yes. 
Secured—yes. 
Rewarded—no. 

Not because they sinned once, 
but because they stopped fighting their flesh 
and let it run the show. 

A believer ruled by his flesh cannot win this crown. 
A believer who masters his flesh cannot lose it. 

 

VII. DISCIPLINE IS THE PROOF OF GENUINE LOVE FOR CHRIST 

Jesus didn’t say, 
“If you love Me, sing louder.” 

He said, 
“If ye love Me, keep My commandments.” 



Obedience is God’s love language. 
Discipline is love in motion. 

The undisciplined Christian may claim to love God, 
but his life tells a different story. 

If you love Christ enough to deny yourself, 
that love will show in: 

• your habits 
• your choices 
• your schedule 
• your priorities 
• your sacrifices 
• your self-control 

The Incorruptible Crown is Heaven’s confirmation that your love for Christ was not 
sentimental— 
it was sacrificial. 

 

VIII. DISCIPLINE NOW, GLORY LATER 

Nobody enjoys discipline in the moment. 
Not Paul. 
Not you. 
Not me. 

But every disciplined believer in eternity will testify: 

“It was worth it.” 

Worth the early mornings. 
Worth the denied temptations. 
Worth the hard choices. 
Worth the shutting of the flesh’s mouth. 
Worth the sacrifice of comfort. 
Worth the rejection of ease. 

Every disciplined sacrifice will echo through eternity as part of your reward package. 

You may lose comfort now— 
but you will gain capacity then. 



You may lose convenience now— 
but you will gain crowns then. 

You may lose applause now— 
but you will gain authority then. 

No discipline is wasted in a race where the finish line opens into eternity. 

 

IX. WHY THIS CROWN IS INCORRUPTIBLE 

Everything earthly decays. 
Everything fleshly collapses. 
Everything physical withers. 
Everything temporal fades. 

But this crown will never bend, tarnish, rust, or rot. 

This crown is eternal because: 

1. It is built on character, not charisma. 

2. It is forged from obedience, not emotion. 

3. It is crafted from discipline, not desire. 

4. It is shaped by sacrifice, not sentiment. 

5. It is earned in private before it is revealed in public. 

Heaven honors the Christian who masters the flesh, 
because that Christian reflects Christ Himself— 
the One who “pleased not Himself.” 

 

X. HOW TO START WINNING THIS CROWN TODAY 

You do not win this crown by making big promises. 
You win it by making small choices. 

The race begins when you say: 

“No, flesh. We’re doing it God’s way today.” 

And you repeat that every day 
until Jesus calls you home. 



Start with one area: 

• One habit brought under control. 
• One temptation cut off. 
• One discipline prioritized. 
• One weakness surrendered. 

Then keep going. 
Build the muscle of obedience. 
Grow the habit of holiness. 
Train the reflex of righteousness. 

The Incorruptible Crown is not won in a single moment of passion— 
it is won in thousands of small moments of discipline. 

 

CONCLUSION: RUN LIKE A MAN WHO WANTS TO WIN 

Anyone can start a race. 
Crowds start. 
Fans start. 
Beginners start. 
Spectators start. 

But only the disciplined finish well. 

Paul didn’t say, 
“I want to finish.” 

He said, 
“I want to obtain.” 

That is the heart of this entire crown. 
The desire not just to run— 
but to run to win. 
Not just to serve— 
but to serve with mastery. 
Not just to live— 
but to live with discipline. 

So tighten the laces. 
Set your face like flint. 



Tell your flesh to sit down and shut up. 
And run your race with fire in your bones. 

Because at the end of that track, 
standing on the other side of that finish line, 
holding a reward that will never fade, 
is the King Himself. 

Waiting to crown the disciplined. 
Waiting to honor the obedient. 
Waiting to reward the believer who mastered the flesh instead of being mastered by it. 

Run to win. 
Run hard. 
Run clean. 
Run disciplined. 

And one day, 
before the eyes of Heaven, 
you will receive the crown 
that will shine forever. 

 

 

7 of 20: THE DOCTRINE OF REWARDS – THE CROWN OF REJOICING 
Key Passage: 1 Thessalonians 2:19 — “For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of 
rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming?” 

 

INTRODUCTION: THE ONLY CROWN YOU CAN TAKE WITH YOU 

If you strip Christianity down to its eternal essentials, 
if you burn away the fluff, 
if you remove the showmanship, programs, lights, gimmicks, and spiritual cosmetics, 
you are left with three things: 

A Book. 
A Blood. 
A soul. 



And only one of those is going with you into eternity alongside you— 
the souls you won to Christ. 

The Crown of Rejoicing is the soul-winner’s crown. 
It is the crown Paul longed for because it is the one crown that does not rest on your ability, 
your talent, 
your personality, 
your degrees, 
your eloquence, 
or your social skill. 

It rests on one thing— 
your willingness to open your mouth about Jesus Christ. 

This is the crown worn by believers who “go bearing precious seed,” 
the ones who carry tracts, 
who preach publicly or privately, 
who witness to friends, 
who talk to strangers, 
who point sinners to the Savior, 
who sow faithfully—even if they never see the harvest this side of Heaven. 

This is the crown for the Christian who refuses to go to Heaven empty-handed. 

He that winneth souls is wise (Proverbs 11:30). 
And Heaven will publicly display that wisdom in this crown. 

 

I. PAUL’S DEFINITION OF REWARD: “ARE NOT EVEN YE…?” 

Most believers imagine crowns made of gold, 
gems, 
ornaments, 
and angelic craftsmanship. 

But Paul gives a shocking answer to the question: 

“What is our crown…?” 

He doesn’t say jewels. 
He doesn’t say metals. 
He doesn’t say ornaments. 
He says— 



“Are not EVEN YE?” 

Souls. 
People. 
Names. 
Faces. 
Lives. 
Testimonies. 
Men and women and children who found Christ because some Christian refused to shut up 
about the gospel. 

Paul tells the Thessalonians: 

“You yourselves are my crown.” 

Meaning: 
When he stands before Christ at the Judgment Seat, 
his reward will not be earthly trophies but eternal souls— 
eternal proof he wasn’t wasting his life on himself. 

When the Savior calls Paul’s name at the Judgment Seat, 
entire assemblies of redeemed sinners will stand up behind him 
as Heaven’s demonstration that this man’s life was worth something. 

That is the Crown of Rejoicing. 

 

II. THE ONE CROWN WHERE THE WORK FOLLOWS YOU INTO ETERNITY 

Every other crown is based on what you do with yourself: 

• your discipline (Incorruptible Crown) 
• your faithfulness (Crown of Life) 
• your longing for Christ (Crown of Righteousness) 
• your shepherding (Crown of Glory) 

But THIS crown is based on what you did for someone else. 

This is the only crown 
where its substance is not symbolic— 
the substance is eternal people. 

In Heaven, this crown is not simply set with diamonds— 
it is set with souls. 



Every forgiven sinner you helped win, 
every prodigal you pointed home, 
every unbeliever you planted seed in, 
every heart you witnessed to, 
every conversation where Christ’s name passed your lips— 
every one will shine in your crown like a cosmic star. 

This is the only crown whose very material 
is made of the redeemed. 

 

III. SOUL-WINNING IS THE HEARTBEAT OF GOD 

You cannot talk about this crown 
without talking about the heart of God. 

People say: 

“What is God’s will for my life?” 

Scripture already answered: 

“The Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10). 

“He is not willing that any should perish” (2 Peter 3:9). 

“God so loved the world…” (John 3:16). 

All the crowns flow out of obedience, discipline, faithfulness— 
but this crown flows out of alignment with God’s heart. 

This is the crown for Christians who care about what God cares about. 

And what does God care about? 

Souls. Souls. Souls. 

If you want a heart like your Savior, 
your heart must ache for lost people. 

The Christian who never witnesses 
does not understand the cross. 
He may appreciate it. 
He may be moved by it. 
But he does not understand it. 



Because to understand the cross 
is to be compelled by it. 

A silent Christian is a contradiction. 
The gospel is not a secret— 
it is a declaration. 

And Heaven does not reward those who hide the cure while standing among the spiritually 
dying. 

 

IV. WHY MOST BELIEVERS NEVER WIN THIS CROWN 

Let’s be honest. 
A great number of Christians will die with clean reputations, 
clean clothes, 
clean schedules, 
and empty crowns. 

They’ll arrive in Heaven saved 
but carrying no harvest. 
No fruit. 
No souls. 
No spiritual children. 
No impact that outlived their lungs. 

Why? 

1. Fear — The Flesh Hates Witnessing 

The flesh fears rejection, 
fears awkwardness, 
fears confrontation, 
fears looking foolish, 
fears stepping into spiritual warfare. 

The flesh fears everything except silence. 

2. Ignorance — Many Christians Were Never Taught the Judgment Seat 

Churches preach comfort, 
not eternal accountability. 
They preach self-esteem, 



not soul-winning. 
They preach therapeutic Christianity 
instead of missionary Christianity. 

3. Excuses — “It’s Not My Gift” 

Soul-winning is not a gift. 
It is a command. 

You don’t need a gift to talk about Jesus. 
You need obedience. 

4. Spiritual Apathy — They Don’t Actually Care 

This is the hardest pill to swallow. 

Many believers simply do not care 
that sinners are dying and going to Hell. 

They care more about 
their schedules, 
their hobbies, 
their phones, 
their entertainment, 
their comfort, 
their convenience 
than about a soul burning forever. 

You can’t earn the Crown of Rejoicing 
if you don’t care who rejoices with you. 

 

V. THE JOY OF THE CROWN: “IN THE PRESENCE OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST” 

What makes this crown unique 
is not merely the souls you win, 
but the moment you receive it: 

“In the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming.” 

Picture this. 

The resurrected Christ calls your name. 
You step forward trembling. 



Your life is weighed. 
Your works are judged. 
And then from behind you step 
men and women and children— 
people you never thought you influenced, 
people you witnessed to once in passing, 
people you prayed for, 
people who watched your testimony, 
people who came to Christ because you sowed, 
people who came to Christ because you watered, 
people who heard Christ in your voice. 

And they stand behind you as Heaven’s evidence: 

“This one brought us to the Savior.” 

Do you understand the tears involved in that moment? 
The joy? 
The gratitude? 
The eternal weight of glory? 

This is the crown Paul longed for because it is not made of gold— 
it is made of grateful souls. 

 

VI. SOUL-WINNING IS THE MOST CHRISTLIKE MINISTRY ON EARTH 

If you want to be like Christ, 
win souls. 

If you want to walk in His footsteps, 
seek the lost. 

If you want to imitate His heart, 
rescue sinners. 

If you want to reflect His mission, 
give the gospel. 

Everything Jesus Christ did in His earthly ministry 
was aimed at the salvation of sinners. 



• His compassion. 
• His miracles. 
• His parables. 
• His preaching. 
• His rebukes. 
• His cross. 

Every miracle pointed to man’s deeper need: 
the need for salvation. 

The believer who refuses to witness 
is living opposite the flow of Christ’s mission. 

The believer who witnesses 
is obeying the deepest passion of Heaven. 

This crown is Heaven’s way of saying: 
“You shared the heart of My Son.” 

 

VII. THE CROWN OF REJOICING AND THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST 

At the Judgment Seat, the fire will not ask: 

“How many services did you attend?” 
“How many ministries were you part of?” 
“How many Christian books did you read?” 
“How many worship songs did you like?” 

The fire will ask: 

“Where is the fruit? 
Where is your harvest? 
Who is in Heaven because of your witness?” 

Some believers will stand alone— 
saved, but fruitless. 

Others will stand surrounded— 
saved and rewarded. 

And Christ Himself will rejoice with the soul-winner 
because He is “the Saviour of all men, specially of those that believe” (1 Timothy 4:10). 



The joy of this crown is a shared joy. 

 

VIII. EVERY CHRISTIAN CAN WIN THIS CROWN 

This crown is not for: 

• pastors only 
• evangelists only 
• missionaries only 
• extroverts only 
• gifted speakers only 
• Bible scholars only 

This crown is for: 

• the timid believer who hands out tracts 
• the mother who witnesses to her children 
• the employee who speaks to coworkers 
• the teenager who shares Christ at school 
• the elder who prays for souls and speaks whenever God opens the door 
• the anonymous Christian whose daily witness influences hearts quietly 

God is not rewarding the outcome— 
He is rewarding the obedience. 

You don’t save anyone. 
God does. 

You sow the seed. 
He gives the increase. 

You bear witness. 
He brings conviction. 

You open your mouth. 
He opens their heart. 

This crown is not about your power 
but about your faithfulness. 

 

IX. WHAT SOUL-WINNING COSTS 



Soul-winning is rewarded because soul-winning is costly. 

It costs time. 
It costs energy. 
It costs tears. 
It costs awkwardness. 
It costs rejection. 
It costs spiritual warfare. 
It costs emotional courage. 
It costs private prayer. 
It costs stepping out of the comfort zone. 

You earn this crown by choosing discomfort over silence, 
courage over convenience, 
compassion over fear, 
obedience over timidity. 

This crown is Heaven’s testimony 
that you cared enough to try. 

 

X. THE JOY THAT NEVER DIES 

Why is it called 
The Crown of Rejoicing? 

Because no joy compares to the joy of seeing someone enter eternity because you pointed 
them to Christ. 

You will never rejoice more fully than when you see the faces of those you helped rescue 
from Hell. 

That joy 
is eternal joy. 
Unfading joy. 
Uncorrupting joy. 
Supernatural joy. 

The joy of Heaven is tied to the salvation of souls 
(Luke 15 makes that unmistakably clear). 

If Heaven rejoices when a sinner repents, 
Heaven crowns the Christian who helped that repentance happen. 



 

XI. YOUR LEGACY WILL NOT BE YOUR CAREER—IT WILL BE YOUR CONVERTS 

Ten thousand years from now, 
your earthly career will be forgotten. 

Your salary will be irrelevant. 
Your accomplishments meaningless. 
Your hobbies invisible. 
Your social media erased. 
Your reputation dust. 

But one thing will still matter: 

Who is in Heaven because of you? 

That is your real legacy. 
Your eternal résumé. 
Your permanent record. 

The Crown of Rejoicing is Heaven’s acknowledgment 
that your life influenced eternity. 

The soul-winner lives forever in the testimonies of those he reached. 

 

CONCLUSION: BRING SOMEONE WITH YOU 

There is one terrifying thought every believer should face: 

You can go to Heaven alone. 

You can be saved, 
secure, 
sealed, 
and still arrive with empty hands 
and no harvest. 

But God forbid that any of us leave this world 
without dragging as many souls as possible to the foot of the cross. 

This crown is not for the impressive. 
It is for the obedient. 



It is not for the bold. 
It is for the willing. 

It is not for the charismatic. 
It is for the compassionate. 

You may never preach a sermon. 
You may never fill a stadium. 
You may never travel the world. 
You may never lead a ministry. 

But if you win a soul— 
one soul— 
you have earned the first jewel in a crown that will shine for eternity. 

So open your mouth. 
Step out in faith. 
Scatter the seed. 
Speak the Name. 
Lift up Christ. 
Love the lost. 
Be a witness. 

And at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
watch Him place upon your head 
a crown made of eternal rejoicing. 

Because nothing— 
absolutely nothing— 
brings more joy in eternity 
than a soul that followed your footprints to the Savior. 

 

 

8 of 20: THE DOCTRINE OF REWARDS – THE CROWN OF GLORY 
Key Passage: 1 Peter 5:2–4 — “Feed the flock of God which is among you… And when 
the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not 
away.” 

 

INTRODUCTION: NOT ALL LEADERS LEAD TO GLORY 



If there is any crown in the lineup that exposes the motives of ministry, 
it is this one— 
The Crown of Glory, the shepherd’s crown. 

This crown is not for celebrities. 
Not for platform climbers. 
Not for spotlight addicts. 
Not for pulpit performers. 
Not for spiritual influencers who care more about “reach” than righteousness. 

This crown is for the shepherd 
who bleeds over his flock, 
feeds them truth when they want lies, 
guards them from wolves when they don’t even know wolves exist, 
and carries them on his shoulders when they cannot walk on their own. 

You don’t earn this crown by preaching trendy sermons 
or collecting followers 
or posing as a spiritual life-coach. 

This crown is earned on the battlefield of souls— 
by men who fight hell for the sheep. 

By women who teach faithfully. 
By elders who stand guard. 
By pastors who refuse to compromise. 
By leaders who stay true when everyone around them caves. 

This crown is not for the charismatic— 
it is for the faithful. 

And according to Peter, 
when the Chief Shepherd Himself returns, 
He will personally reward every shepherd who served 
not for profit, 
not for power, 
not for praise, 
but for Him. 

 

I. “FEED THE FLOCK OF GOD” — THE FIRST DUTY OF A SHEPHERD 



Peter does not begin with leadership strategy. 
He does not begin with administration. 
He does not begin with counseling. 
He does not begin with vision-casting. 
He begins with the simplest and hardest command: 

“Feed the flock of God.” 

Not entertain them. 
Not babysit them. 
Not lull them. 
Not flatter them. 
Not manipulate them. 
Not spoon-feed them milk until they’re spiritually diabetic. 

FEED them. 
Give them meat. 
Teach them doctrine. 
Expound Scripture. 
Give them truth—raw, unfiltered, unedited. 

The shepherd who earns the Crown of Glory 
is the one who opens the Book 
and gives the flock what God said— 
not what the culture wishes He said. 

You are not feeding the sheep 
if you are starving them of Bible. 

You are not feeding the flock 
if you turn the pulpit into a stage, 
the sermon into a pep talk, 
and doctrine into optional seasoning. 

You cannot win this crown 
if you’re ashamed of the King James Bible, 
embarrassed of doctrine, 
or afraid of the faces of men. 

The shepherd’s first responsibility 
is divine nutrition. 



If the sheep die spiritually, 
the shepherd is held accountable. 

 

II. “THE FLOCK OF GOD” — THEY DON’T BELONG TO YOU 

The shepherd’s second responsibility is humility. 

Notice Peter’s phrase: 

“the flock of GOD.” 

Not your flock. 
Not your ministry. 
Not your empire. 
Not your brand. 
Not your following. 
Not your “tribe.” 

These are God’s sheep. 
Bought with God’s blood. 
Kept by God’s power. 
Loved with God’s heart. 
Guided by God’s Spirit. 

You are not the owner— 
you are the steward. 

And that is why the shepherd’s reward 
is based on how he treats souls 
that DO NOT belong to him. 

Every hour spent teaching, 
every tear shed in prayer, 
every sermon prepared, 
every visit made, 
every discipline applied, 
every warning sounded, 
every burden carried— 
God sees. 

Because God deeply cares 
how leaders treat His lambs. 



Many leaders will be exposed and judged 
for treating the flock like customers, 
or stepping stones, 
or fans, 
or financial assets, 
or spiritual trophies. 

The Crown of Glory is reserved 
for those who treated the flock 
like inheritance entrusted to their care. 

 

III. “NOT BY CONSTRAINT, BUT WILLINGLY” — MOTIVE MATTERS 

Peter continues: 

“Not by constraint.” 

In other words: 

Don’t serve 
because you feel forced. 
Don’t shepherd 
because you feel obligated. 
Don’t lead 
because you feel cornered by expectation. 

God does not reward ministry 
done out of guilt, 
pressure, 
obligation, 
or professional routine. 

He rewards those who serve 
from a willing heart. 

Not the minister who says, 
“I have to.” 
But the one who says, 
“I GET to.” 

Ministry duty without love 
is labor. 



Ministry duty WITH love 
is worship. 

The Crown of Glory is not for 
the hired hand 
but for the joyful servant 
who delights in feeding God’s people. 

 

IV. “NOT FOR FILTHY LUCRE” — THE SHEPHERD VS. THE HIRELING 

Peter’s next warning: 

“Not for filthy lucre.” 

You cannot win this crown 
if money motivates your ministry. 

A man who preaches for a paycheck 
is not a shepherd— 
he is a hireling. 

A hireling does not love the sheep. 
He loves the benefits. 

• The salary. 
• The security. 
• The position. 
• The applause. 
• The perks. 

But when wolves come, 
the hireling runs. 

When persecution comes, 
the hireling retreats. 

When opposition rises, 
the hireling folds. 

When compromise is offered, 
the hireling takes the deal. 



The shepherd stays. 
The hireling flees. 

You cannot pretend your way 
into the Crown of Glory. 

This crown is for leaders 
who would rather be broke than bought. 

Who would rather lose comfort 
than lose integrity. 

Who would rather suffer loss 
than sell out the truth. 

 

V. “BUT OF A READY MIND” — THE LEADER WHO LIVES READY 

A ready mind 
is a prepared mind. 

This is the shepherd who studies, 
who prays, 
who watches for danger, 
who meditates on Scripture, 
who grows spiritually, 
who stays alert, 
who recognizes wolves, 
who sees through deception. 

A ready mind is not lazy. 
Not indifferent. 
Not floating. 
Not assuming. 
Not clueless. 

This is a shepherd 
who takes responsibility 
for the spiritual health of others. 

He does not wing it on Sunday morning. 
He does not rely on borrowed sermons. 
He does not depend on charisma to carry him. 



He is ready because he prepared. 

He is equipped because he studied. 

He is strong because he prayed. 

The Crown of Glory belongs 
to men and women who took ministry seriously— 
the way a soldier takes war seriously. 

 

VI. “NEITHER AS BEING LORDS OVER GOD’S HERITAGE” — THE DANGER OF SPIRITUAL 
TYRANNY 

Here is where many ministry leaders 
disqualify themselves instantly. 

Peter warns: 

“Neither as being lords…” 

The shepherd leads. 
The shepherd guides. 
The shepherd warns. 
The shepherd feeds. 

But the shepherd does NOT dominate. 
Does NOT manipulate. 
Does NOT spiritually bully. 
Does NOT threaten. 
Does NOT coerce. 
Does NOT abuse authority. 

The sheep are not property. 
They are God’s heritage. 

A man who rules with intimidation 
is not a shepherd— 
he is a dictator wearing clerical camouflage. 

The Crown of Glory is not for tyrants. 

It is for humble leaders 
who reflect the gentleness of Christ 



and the courage of Christ 
at the same time. 

Firm, not harsh. 
Strong, not cruel. 
Bold, not arrogant. 

The shepherd walks ahead of the sheep— 
not on top of them. 

 

VII. “BUT BEING ENSAMPLES TO THE FLOCK” — MORE THAN WORDS 

A shepherd earns this crown 
not by preaching well, 
but by living well. 

The sheep follow the shepherd’s footsteps, 
not just his sermons. 

A leader lives a thousand sermons a day. 
His marriage preaches. 
His purity preaches. 
His habits preach. 
His character preaches. 
His work ethic preaches. 
His humility preaches. 
His doctrine preaches. 
His consistency preaches. 

A shepherd cannot lead people 
to a place he has never been. 

You cannot preach holiness 
while secretly flirting with sin. 
You cannot preach sacrifice 
while living in self-indulgence. 
You cannot preach faith 
while walking in unbelief. 
You cannot preach grace 
while harboring bitterness. 



The Crown of Glory is earned 
by shepherds whose lives 
match their lips. 

 

VIII. THE SUFFERING OF A TRUE SHEPHERD 

Shepherding is not glamorous. 
It is painful. 
Tiring. 
Humbling. 
Exhausting. 

Shepherds suffer: 

• misunderstanding 
• criticism 
• betrayal 
• loneliness 
• spiritual warfare 
• emotional drain 
• slander 
• exhaustion 
• heartbreak 
• false accusations 
• sleepless nights 
• weighty burdens 

But every tear shed for the flock 
is stored in the bottle of God. 

Every sleepless night 
is remembered. 

Every private prayer 
is seen. 

Every sacrifice 
is noted. 

Every wound 
is counted. 



This crown shines 
because it is purchased 
with suffering. 

 

IX. THE CHIEF SHEPHERD AND THE DAY OF REWARD 

Here is the climax: 

“And when the chief Shepherd shall appear…” 

Every shepherd on earth 
is an assistant 
to the Chief Shepherd— 
Jesus Christ. 

And one day, 
the Chief Shepherd Himself 
will evaluate every under-shepherd. 

The false will be exposed. 
The hirelings will be ashamed. 
The tyrants will be judged. 
The entertainers will discover 
their jokes carried no weight in eternity. 

But the faithful— 
the quiet, unnoticed, 
diligent shepherds— 
will shine like stars. 

The Chief Shepherd Himself 
will take the Crown of Glory 
and place it upon their heads. 

There will be no higher honor 
in Heaven’s kingdom 
than to be crowned 
by the Shepherd who died 
to save His sheep. 

 



X. THIS CROWN “FADETH NOT AWAY” 

Crowns on earth crumble. 
Awards rust. 
Titles die. 
Positions vanish. 
Reputations fade. 
Organizations collapse. 
Ministries dissolve. 
Legacies erode. 

But this crown 
is incorruptible, 
undefiled, 
eternal. 

It NEVER fades. 

Because the glory it reflects 
is not the shepherd’s glory— 
it is Christ’s glory 
shining through a faithful servant. 

This crown is Heaven’s testimony 
that you reflected Christ well 
to those you led. 

 

CONCLUSION: LEAD LIKE A MAN WHO EXPECTS TO BE JUDGED BY GOD 

The Crown of Glory calls every spiritual leader 
to examine himself deeply. 

Why do you preach? 
Why do you teach? 
Why do you lead? 
Why do you shepherd? 
Why are you in ministry at all? 

If the answer is anything other than 
“for the Chief Shepherd”— 



you are building your ministry 
on sand. 

The greatest leaders in Heaven 
will not be the famous ones. 

Not the viral preachers. 
Not the mega-church personalities. 
Not the conference celebrities. 

It will be the faithful shepherd 
who fed the flock 
with conviction and love… 
the teacher who handled Scripture carefully… 
the pastor who warned the sheep and fought wolves… 
the leader who served willingly, humbly, sacrificially… 
the overseer whose life was a sermon 
of holiness and devotion. 

Lead with purity. 
Lead with courage. 
Lead with humility. 
Lead with Scripture. 
Lead with love. 
Lead with a ready mind. 

And one day— 
when the Chief Shepherd calls your name— 
He will place upon your head 
a crown fashioned from eternal glory. 

And you will know in that moment 
that every sacrifice, 
every wound, 
every burden, 
every sermon, 
every long night, 
every heartbreak 
was worth it. 

Because the One you served 
is the One who rewards. 



 

 

9 of 20: THE DOCTRINE OF REWARDS – LOSS OF REWARD: WHAT THE BIBLE REALLY 
SAYS 
Key Passage: 1 Corinthians 3:15 — “If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer 
loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.” 

 

INTRODUCTION: THE MOST FEARED VERSE FOR THE LAZY CHRISTIAN 

There are verses every believer loves to quote— 
John 3:16, Romans 8:28, Psalm 23. 

But there is another verse, 
tucked deep inside the Judgment Seat chapter, 
that Christians hope the Holy Ghost didn’t mean literally: 

“He shall suffer loss.” 

Not loss of salvation. 
Not loss of eternal life. 
Not loss of forgiveness. 
Not loss of justification. 

Loss of reward. 
Loss of inheritance. 
Loss of honor. 
Loss of eternal capacity. 
Loss of everything your life could have been. 

This is the verse that wipes the grin off the face of a lukewarm believer. 
It is the verse that burns through excuses like acid. 
It is the verse that reveals that grace is never an excuse for laziness. 
It is the verse that exposes the terrifying possibility that you may arrive in Heaven— 
saved, but empty-handed. 
Redeemed, but unrewarded. 
Forgiven, but ashamed. 
In Heaven, but with nothing to show for the life Christ gave you. 

And Paul doesn’t apologize for it. 
He doesn’t soften it. 



He throws it like a grenade right into the middle of the church at Corinth, 
a church dripping with gifts but bankrupt in devotion. 

The Judgment Seat of Christ is real. 
Reward is real. 
Loss is real. 
And eternity will display the difference. 

 

I. THE CONTEXT: JESUS CHRIST IS NOT JUDGING YOUR SIN HERE — HE’S JUDGING 
YOUR SERVICE 

The first mistake Christians make is confusing the Judgment Seat 
with the Great White Throne. 

They are separated by: 

• a thousand years 
• two resurrections 
• two different peoples 
• two different purposes 
• two completely different outcomes 

The Great White Throne is for the lost. 
Condemnation. 
Damnation. 
Lake of fire. 

The Judgment Seat of Christ is for the saved. 
Not for sin— 
sin was judged at Calvary. 
Not for guilt— 
guilt was washed in the blood. 
Not for condemnation— 
Christ bore that. 

This is a judgment of works, 
a judgment of stewardship, 
a judgment of faithfulness, 
a judgment of motives, 
a judgment of labor. 



You are not judged as a sinner here. 
You are judged as a servant. 

You are not tested for salvation— 
you are tested for reward. 

This is not about punishment. 
This is about loss. 

And nothing is more shocking to the average modern Christian 
than discovering that Heaven 
has loss. 

 

II. THE FOUNDATION IS CHRIST — BUT YOU BUILD ON IT 

1 Corinthians 3:11 states: 

“For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” 

That is salvation. 
That is unchanging. 
That is eternal. 
That is secure. 

Christ is the foundation. 
But what you build on it is your responsibility. 

The foundation is perfect. 
The building may be trash. 

The foundation guarantees Heaven. 
The building determines reward. 

The foundation is Christ’s work for you. 
The building is your work for Christ. 

God saves the sinner. 
God judges the saint. 
God secures the believer. 
God examines the servant. 



You will never face a judgment that decides if you belong to Christ— 
but you will face a judgment that decides 
what Christ gives you when He returns. 

And Scripture says that many believers 
will stand on a perfect foundation 
surrounded by the ashes of their own life’s work. 

 

III. THE FIRE IS NOT FOR YOU — IT IS FOR YOUR WORK 

Paul says the fire “shall try every man’s work of what sort it is.” 

Not the amount. 
Not the visibility. 
Not the emotional hype. 
Not the applause it drew on earth. 
Not the size of the church. 
Not the platform reached. 
Not the number of followers. 

What SORT it is. 

Is it gold? 
Silver? 
Precious stones? 

Or wood? 
Hay? 
Stubble? 

The fire is the most honest evaluator in eternity. 
It cannot be fooled. 
It cannot be manipulated. 
It cannot be impressed. 
It cannot be bribed. 
It cannot be influenced by your reputation. 

The fire sees the motives, 
the sincerity, 
the obedience, 
the sacrifice, 



the purity, 
the truthfulness, 
the faithfulness, 
the heart. 

A believer may appear faithful on earth 
and be exposed as empty in Heaven. 
A believer may seem small on earth 
and shine like a star in Heaven. 

In that moment, 
the fire will separate 
what was done FOR CHRIST 
from what was done FOR SELF. 

And the difference will be 
whether your life stands 
or burns. 

 

IV. WHAT GETS BURNED — THE ENTIRE CATEGORY OF EMPTY CHRISTIANITY 

Wood, hay, stubble represent works that look big but burn quick. 

What falls in that category? 

1. Works done for attention 
If you did it because you wanted someone to admire you, 
it burns. 

2. Works done for reputation 
If you served God to impress the brethren, 
it burns. 

3. Works done without obedience 
Activity without submission is spiritual noise— 
and it burns. 

4. Works done for money 
Ministry for profit is hay dressed up like gold. 

5. Works done in bitterness 
Resentful service is combustible. 



6. Works done in pride 
Self-glorifying service is a firecracker in eternity. 

7. Works done in hypocrisy 
You may fool the church. 
You will never fool the fire. 

8. Works done with false doctrine 
God never rewards lies, 
even when spoken eloquently. 

9. Works done without love 
Paul said everything without love 
is “nothing.” 

Nothing burns faster than nothing. 

The modern church culture 
encourages a Christianity 
that looks productive 
but produces no eternal fruit. 

Christian celebrities. 
Spiritual influencers. 
Entertainment ministries. 
Self-improvement sermons. 
Ego-driven platforms. 
A thousand activities 
with no obedience. 

The fire will expose it all. 

 

V. THE MOST TERRIFYING PHRASE: “HE SHALL SUFFER LOSS” 

Pause and feel the weight of the words. 

This is not light. 
This is not symbolic. 
This is not poetic imagery. 

This is prophecy. 

“He shall suffer loss.” 



Loss of reward. 
Loss of honor. 
Loss of crowns. 
Loss of authority. 
Loss of inheritance. 
Loss of rulership in the Kingdom. 
Loss of eternal opportunity. 
Loss of everything your life could have become 
had you run well. 

He is saved— 
yes. 
He is secure— 
yes. 
He is redeemed— 
yes. 

But he experiences loss. 

There will be tears in Heaven— 
not tears of pain, 
but tears of regret. 

Tears shed by believers 
who suddenly understand 
what their laziness cost them. 

Tears shed by saints 
who realize they wasted a lifetime 
on themselves. 

Tears shed by Christians 
who see what they could have had, 
what they could have done, 
what they could have earned, 
what they could have given Christ… 

...but didn’t. 

Thank God He wipes those tears away— 
but only after the loss is known. 

 



VI. “BUT HE HIMSELF SHALL BE SAVED” — THE GLORY OF GRACE AND THE SHAME OF 
WASTE 

This is where Bible doctrine slaps religion in the face. 

Paul says the believer whose works BURN 
is still saved. 

Why? 

Because salvation is not a reward. 
Salvation is not earned. 
Salvation is not a wage. 
Salvation is not the outcome of faithfulness. 

Salvation is a gift. 

You are saved 
not because of your works 
but in spite of your works. 

You can lose every reward 
and still never lose your salvation. 

Because your salvation 
depends on Christ’s work FOR you— 
not your work FOR Him. 

But your reward 
depends entirely 
on what you did with His salvation. 

Grace gets you into eternity. 
Works determine what kind of eternity you have. 

 

VII. THE SHAME OF ENTERING HEAVEN “YET SO AS BY FIRE” 

Imagine entering Heaven 
with the smell of smoke 
clinging to your soul. 

Saved— 
but barely. 



Just as a man saved from a burning building— 
alive, 
but with nothing but the clothes on his back. 

This is not the “well done” believer. 
This is the believer who arrives 
with a lifetime of wasted potential 
in ashes behind him. 

Not punished— 
just empty. 

Not condemned— 
just unrewarded. 

Not rejected— 
just embarrassed 
before the One who died for him. 

This is the believer whose eternity 
is eternally less 
because his life on earth 
was spiritually aimless. 

 

VIII. WHAT LOSS OF REWARD LOOKS LIKE IN ETERNITY 

Let’s make this unmistakably clear. 

1. Loss of Crowns 
No Crown of Rejoicing. 
No Crown of Righteousness. 
No Crown of Glory. 
No Incorruptible Crown. 
No Crown of Life. 

2. Loss of Rulership in the Millennium 
Revelation 20:6 says Jesus allows believers to reign. 
Who reigns? Faithful ones. 
Who doesn’t? Unfaithful ones. 

3. Loss of Inheritance in the Kingdom 
Colossians 3:24 ties inheritance directly to serving Christ. 



4. Loss of Honor in the Assembly of Saints 
Not popularity— 
honor. 

Heaven does not judge popularity. 
Heaven judges obedience. 

5. Loss of Eternal Capacity 
Not every believer will shine with the same brightness. 
Daniel 12:3 makes that distinction clear. 

Eternal capacities differ 
based on earthly faithfulness. 

Some will be rich in eternity. 
Some will be poor. 
All because they wasted time, gifts, opportunities, and obedience in this life. 

It is not communism in Heaven. 
It is justice. 

 

IX. WHY GOD ALLOWS LOSS — BECAUSE HE IS HOLY 

Why doesn’t God just skip the Judgment Seat 
and give everyone the same reward? 

Because God is holy. 

Holiness demands accountability. 
Holiness demands justice. 
Holiness demands proportionate reward. 
Holiness demands honest evaluation. 

God refuses to pretend 
that laziness equals devotion 
or that indifference equals obedience 
or that comfort equals sacrifice 
or that apathy equals faith. 

He refuses to reward 
what cost you nothing. 



He refuses to crown 
what was never done for Him. 

He refuses to exalt 
what was done for the applause of men. 

The Judgment Seat is not harsh— 
it is holy. 

And holiness requires 
a final reckoning 
of what your life truly was. 

 

X. THE LOSS IS ETERNAL — BUT SO IS THE REWARD 

Here is the sobering truth: 

What you lose at the Judgment Seat 
is lost forever. 

What you gain 
is gained forever. 

You get one lifetime to build. 
One chance. 
One stewardship. 
One opportunity. 

After that— 
no do-overs. 
No second chances. 
No course corrections. 
No improvements. 
No redos. 

Your eternity 
is shaped 
by how you lived 
your Christianity 
right now. 



This is not legalism. 
This is reality. 

Your salvation is secure. 
Your reward is not. 

 

CONCLUSION: LIVE SO THAT THE FIRE CONFIRMS, NOT CONSUMES 

One day, 
your entire Christian life 
will be stacked before the throne. 

Your years. 
Your choices. 
Your habits. 
Your motives. 
Your sacrifices. 
Your ministry. 
Your obedience. 
Your witness. 
Your love. 
Your prayer life. 
Your stewardship. 
Your holiness. 
Your priorities. 

And the fire 
will be lit. 

When the flames die down, 
what will remain? 

A pile of ashes? 
Or a crown of gold? 

Loss 
or reward? 

Emptiness 
or glory? 



Embarrassment 
or honor? 

A wasted life 
or a worthy one? 

You cannot change your salvation— 
Christ secured that. 
But you can change your reward— 
and you change it every day 
you choose obedience over laziness, 
service over silence, 
holiness over habit, 
sacrifice over comfort, 
Christ over self. 

Live now 
like the fire is coming— 
because it is. 

 

 

10 of 20: THE DOCTRINE OF REWARDS – THE TERROR OF THE LORD: WHY PAUL 
WARNED CHRISTIANS 
Key Passage: 2 Corinthians 5:11 — “Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we 
persuade men…” 

 

INTRODUCTION: A VERSE MODERN CHRISTIANITY PRETENDS ISN’T IN THE BIBLE 

If you ever want to watch a room full of Christians get uncomfortable, 
read this verse slowly: 

“Knowing therefore the TERROR of the Lord…” 

Not “the tenderness of the Lord.” 
Not “the comfort of the Lord.” 
Not “the encouragement of the Lord.” 
Not “the positivity of the Lord.” 

THE TERROR. 



Paul did not write this to atheists. 
He did not write this to pagans. 
He did not write this to Rome’s idolaters. 
He did not write this to demons. 

He wrote it to Christians. 

Saved people. 
Redeemed people. 
Blood-washed people. 
Justified people. 

Why? 

Because Paul understood something 
our therapeutic, soft-spoken, self-esteem, cupcake Christianity 
refuses to face: 

A Christian can be saved by grace 
and still TERRIFIED of standing before God. 

Not terrified of Hell—Christ took that. 
Not terrified of losing salvation—Christ secured that. 
Not terrified of condemnation—Romans 8:1 handles that. 

But terrified of meeting God 
unprepared, 
undisciplined, 
unfaithful, 
and empty-handed 
at the Judgment Seat of Christ. 

Paul knew the terror. 
He lived with the terror. 
He preached with the terror. 
He persuaded men because of the terror. 

And if the apostle who saw the third heaven trembled at the thought of Christ’s evaluation, 
then YOU better pay attention. 

This is not the fear of losing your soul. 
This is the fear of losing everything ELSE. 

 



I. THE TERROR OF THE LORD IS NOT FOR CONDEMNATION — BUT FOR EVALUATION 

2 Corinthians 5 is the Judgment Seat chapter. 

Right before Paul says “terror,” 
he had just written: 

“We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ.” 

Not a few. 
Not the unfaithful only. 
Not the pastors only. 
Not the missionaries only. 

ALL. 

Every Christian. 
Every believer. 
Every saint. 

And Paul says this appearance will be so penetrating, 
so revealing, 
so holy, 
so severe, 
so unfiltered, 
so absolute 
that it is rightly called 
terror. 

Not because Christ is malicious— 
but because Christ is perfect. 

Not because Christ is cruel— 
but because Christ is holy. 

Not because Christ is unpredictable— 
but because Christ is fair. 

The terror of the Lord 
is the terrifying reality 
that you must stand before the One 
who sees EVERYTHING 
and judges EVERYTHING 
with absolute accuracy. 



You will stand before eyes of fire. 
Not symbolic fire— 
the same fire that will test your works. 

The terror is not that Christ rejects you. 
The terror is that He evaluates you. 

And nothing— 
nothing— 
is hidden. 

 

II. PAUL FEARED THE LORD BECAUSE HE KNEW THE LORD 

Modern Christians don’t fear God 
because they’ve never met Him in Scripture. 

They know the Jesus of paintings— 
not the Christ of Revelation. 

They know the Jesus of Instagram— 
not the Lord of Hosts. 

They know the Jesus of children’s Bibles— 
not the Judge with a sword coming out of His mouth. 

They know the Jesus of gentle verses— 
not the God who drowned a world, 
who burned Sodom, 
who toppled Babel, 
who thundered at Sinai, 
who struck down Ananias and Sapphira, 
who blinded Herod, 
who shut Heaven’s door on Esau, 
who killed Nadab and Abihu for strange fire, 
and who will send death and destruction in the Tribulation. 

Paul had seen the risen Christ. 
And it shook him to the core. 

Not trembling as a condemned criminal— 
but trembling as a servant who knows 
his Master is holy. 



Fear of God isn’t INSECURITY. 
It’s REALITY. 

You fear Him 
because you know Him. 

 

III. THE TERROR OF THE LORD IS CONNECTED DIRECTLY TO THE JUDGMENT SEAT 

Paul combines two ideas: 

1. The Judgment Seat of Christ 

2. The terror of the Lord 

They are inseparable. 

Why? 

Because when you stand before Christ, 
you will see FIVE things that produce rightful fear— 
holy fear. 

1. You will see your entire life spread out before you 

Every motive. 
Every thought. 
Every intention. 
Every deed. 
Every act of obedience. 
Every act of rebellion. 
Every sacrifice. 
Every wasted hour. 
Every opportunity ignored. 

Nothing hidden. 
Nothing forgotten. 
Nothing overlooked. 

2. You will see what your life SHOULD have been 

And that comparison 
will tear through your soul like lightning. 



Your saved soul will see 
how much was wasted 
on scrolling, 
complaining, 
coasting, 
daydreaming, 
sinning, 
drifting, 
and living for temporary things. 

3. You will see what you LOST eternally 

Lost crowns. 
Lost inheritance. 
Lost rulership. 
Lost opportunities. 
Lost honor. 
Lost reward. 
Lost glory. 

Loss that cannot be regained. 
Loss that lasts forever. 

4. You will see Christ’s wounds while your works burn 

A terrifying contrast. 
His sacrifice—perfect. 
Your service—partly ashes. 

Grace got you in. 
Fire determines what you keep. 

5. You will face the blazing holiness of God 

And holiness always exposes 
the truth. 

That is why Paul says: 

“Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord…” 

He isn’t scaring sinners. 
He is warning saints. 



 

IV. WHY MODERN PREACHERS NEVER TALK ABOUT THE TERROR OF THE LORD 

Two reasons. 

1. They fear men more than they fear God 

They avoid anything that makes people uncomfortable. 
They avoid offending the flesh. 
They avoid the sharp edges of Scripture. 

They're terrified of shrinking crowds, 
not shrinking rewards. 

They’re scared of losing tithes, 
not losing crowns. 

They fear Instagram backlash, 
not eternal loss. 

Paul feared GOD. 
Modern pastors fear PEOPLE. 

2. They confuse fear with lack of faith 

They preach that fear of God 
is Old Testament. 
They preach that grace removes fear. 
They preach that love eliminates fear. 

But Scripture says: 

“Let us have grace, 
whereby we may serve God acceptably 
with reverence and godly fear.” (Hebrews 12:28) 

Grace doesn’t remove fear— 
Grace produces proper fear. 

The Judgment Seat is not terror of condemnation. 
It is terror of accountability. 

And any preacher who removes that fear 
is sabotaging your eternal reward. 



 

V. FEAR OF THE LORD IS THE BEGINNING OF WISDOM — FOR SAVED PEOPLE 

Fear of the Lord is not a baby doctrine. 
It’s not for immature Christians. 

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” 
Meaning: 

You are not wise 
until you fear God. 

You are not mature 
until you fear God. 

You are not spiritually grounded 
until you fear God. 

Fear does not undermine faith. 
Fear strengthens obedience. 

Fear of God restrains the flesh. 
Fear of God fuels holiness. 
Fear of God produces vigilance. 
Fear of God keeps you sober. 
Fear of God keeps you honest. 

Fear of God makes you run the race 
with urgency and intensity 
because you KNOW 
what waits at the finish line. 

A Christian who does not fear God 
is a Christian who does not understand 
the Judgment Seat. 

 

VI. THE TERROR OF THE LORD DRIVES SOUL-WINNING 

Paul says: 

“Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, 
WE PERSUADE MEN.” 



Why did Paul preach Christ? 
Why did Paul evangelize? 
Why did Paul suffer to win souls? 

Because he feared God 
and feared for others. 

If you don’t fear God, 
you won’t fear for sinners. 

And if you don’t fear for sinners, 
you won’t witness. 

The terror of the Lord 
fuels the urgency of evangelism. 

Soul-winning isn’t optional. 
It’s a rescue mission 
driven by eternal realities. 

You cannot believe in the Judgment Seat 
and live casually. 

You cannot believe in loss of reward 
and stay silent. 

You cannot believe in eternal consequences 
and live as if everything is temporary. 

Paul persuaded 
because Paul feared. 

Not fear of Hell— 
fear of accountability. 

Not fear of punishment— 
fear of wasted opportunity. 

Not fear of losing salvation— 
fear of losing reward. 

 

VII. WHAT BELIEVERS SHOULD FEAR — ACCORDING TO SCRIPTURE 

Let’s list it plainly. 



The Bible says believers should fear: 

1. Failing to please God 
“Wherefore we labour… that we may be accepted of Him.” 

2. Being ashamed before Him at His coming 
1 John 2:28 warns of this explicitly. 

3. Wasting the talents He gave 
Matthew 25 exposes the slothful servant. 

4. Losing inheritance 
Colossians 3:24–25. 

5. Suffering loss of reward 
1 Corinthians 3:15. 

6. Being a castaway 
Paul feared this in 1 Corinthians 9:27. 

7. Standing before Christ with empty hands 
Philippians 2:16—“that I have not run in vain.” 

None of these fears 
undermine grace. 
They magnify responsibility. 

You are eternally secure— 
but not eternally rewarded. 

 

VIII. THE TERROR OF THE LORD IS A GIFT — NOT A CURSE 

The flesh hates fear of God. 
But the spirit thrives on it. 

The terror of the Lord 
is not designed to break you— 
it is designed to WAKE you. 

It awakens urgency. 
It awakens holiness. 
It awakens sobriety. 
It awakens vigilance. 



It awakens purpose. 
It awakens devotion. 

Fear of God is the furnace 
that refines your motives 
and purifies your service. 

Fear of God turns playtime saints 
into battle-ready servants. 

Fear of God transforms lukewarm believers 
into burning witnesses. 

Fear of God makes you live 
like your life matters. 

Because it does. 

 

IX. THE TERROR OF THE LORD AT THE MOMENT CHRIST RETURNS 

Imagine this scene. 

The trumpet sounds. 
The dead rise. 
The living are caught up. 
And suddenly— 

You are face to face 
with the Christ who died for you. 

His eyes burn with holy fire. 
His wounds shine with eternal glory. 
His presence shakes the universe. 

And in that moment— 
you will know exactly why Paul wrote 
“terror.” 

Not terror of Hell. 
Terror of His holiness. 
Terror of His perfection. 
Terror of His absolute authority. 
Terror of standing before Someone 



who sees EVERYTHING 
and hides NOTHING. 

In that moment, 
everything trivial evaporates. 
Everything eternal intensifies. 
Everything hidden surfaces. 

And you will understand 
why Paul persuaded men 
with urgency. 

 

X. CONCLUSION: LIVE WITH THE FEAR PAUL LIVED WITH 

The terror of the Lord 
is not meant to torment you— 
it is meant to transform you. 

It is not the fear of a criminal before a judge— 
it is the fear of a servant before a holy Master. 

It is not the fear of punishment— 
it is the fear of wasted potential. 

It is not the fear of condemnation— 
it is the fear of disappointing the One 
who saved you. 

Live with this fear 
and you will live with purpose. 

Lose this fear 
and you will drift into spiritual insignificance. 

Paul lived with this fear. 
Paul labored with this fear. 
Paul persuaded with this fear. 
Paul wrote Scripture with this fear. 
Paul disciplined himself with this fear. 

Because Paul knew 
what waits at the Judgment Seat. 



And if Paul feared it— 
you should too. 

Not because you are insecure. 
But because you are accountable. 

Not because Christ rejects you. 
But because Christ will evaluate you. 

Not because salvation is fragile. 
But because reward is not guaranteed. 

So live with holy urgency. 
Serve with holy fear. 
Run with holy intensity. 
Witness with holy compassion. 

Because one day— 
maybe today— 
you will stand before the Christ 
whose eyes burn with truth. 

And you want your life 
to SURVIVE the fire— 
not fuel it. 

 

 

11 of 20: THE DOCTRINE OF REWARDS — Faithfulness in the Small Things 

Key Passage: Luke 19:17 — “Well done, thou good servant: because thou hast been 
faithful in a very little, have thou authority over ten cities.” 

 

Introduction: The God Who Measures What Men Ignore 

If there is one doctrine in Scripture that exposes the shallowness of modern Christianity, it 
is Christ’s teaching on rewards for “faithfulness in a very little.” Most Christians want to do 
something great for God as long as it is impressive, public, admired, and applauded. Yet the 
King of Kings looks for greatness in places most men never bother to kneel. He measures 
faithfulness where no spotlight reaches, no crowd gathers, and no applause is offered. The 
throne of Christ evaluates the things men discard, overlook, or think are beneath them. 



Christ does not reward loud ministry, but loyal ministry; not gifted believers, but faithful 
ones; not the spectacular, but the obedient. In the economy of Heaven, greatness is 
measured in teaspoons, not trucks. 

You cannot understand eternal rewards until you understand this kingdom paradox: God 
promotes based on the little things. Christ’s throne does not weigh your talent, charisma, 
or platform. It weighs consistency, humility, and obedience in the small responsibilities 
God placed in your hands. This is why the Judgment Seat of Christ will shock Heaven and 
earth. Some who were known on earth will be unknown there, and some who were ignored 
here will shine like stars in the kingdom of God. Christ will judge the unnoticed with the 
same seriousness as the noticed. He will reward the small private victories that never 
made it to a pulpit or a podcast but were seen by Heaven and recorded in the books. 

Luke 19:17 is not a slogan. It is the criterion by which Christ will hand out rulership in the 
Millennial Kingdom. What you will be trusted with in eternity depends entirely on how you 
handled the small things in time. This is not sentimental Christianity. This is eternal 
governmental structure. Christ is not merely examining your sins. He is evaluating your 
stewardship. The King does not look for people who did something “big.” He looks for 
people who did right when it seemed small. 

 

I. The Parable of the Pounds — A Kingdom Blueprint, Not a Children’s Story 

When Jesus told the parable of the pounds, He was not teaching a moral lesson about 
being responsible like a wise parent at a school assembly. He was unveiling the very 
governmental framework of His coming literal kingdom. This is why the context is so 
important. Luke tells us that Jesus spoke this parable because the people “thought that the 
kingdom of God should immediately appear.” They expected political revolution. Jesus gave 
them administrative revelation. He took their fantasies of overthrowing Rome and replaced 
them with a picture of His throne evaluating servants one by one based on faithfulness. 

In the parable, the nobleman goes into a far country to receive a kingdom and return. That 
nobleman is Christ. The far country is the Father’s right hand. The receiving of the kingdom 
happens when Christ is given dominion, glory, and a kingdom in Daniel 7. The return is the 
Second Coming. That is not allegory; that is doctrine. And when He returns, He does not 
immediately burn the earth or call a worship concert. He calls His servants to account. He 
calls you. 

Every believer is represented by those servants. They were each given one pound, not ten. 
They did not begin unequal. The ground was level. They were given equal opportunity. And 
from that equal opportunity came unequal outcomes. One pound became ten. One 



became five. One stayed one. The lesson is inescapable: what you do with what Christ gave 
you determines your eternal authority. The reward was not a bigger house, a nicer harp, or 
fancier robes. The reward was rulership over cities in the kingdom. That is why this doctrine 
matters. It determines what you will be trusted with when Christ sits on the throne of 
Jerusalem and governs the planet. 

 

II. Faithfulness Measured in the Kingdom: Small Obedience Determines Great 
Authority 

When Jesus said, “Because thou hast been faithful in a very little, have thou authority over 
ten cities,” He revealed the criteria for eternal leadership. God does not reward ambition. 
He rewards faithfulness. He does not reward popularity. He rewards obedience. He does 
not reward the believer who shouts the loudest, but the one who listens the most. What 
seems “little” on earth carries immeasurable weight in eternity. To Christ, a small act done 
in loyalty is more valuable than a big act done in pride. 

This is why the Bible is full of commands that seem small to us but are massive to God. 
Things like forgiving quickly, praying consistently, resisting pride, speaking truth, honoring 
authority, caring for the poor, staying separate from worldliness, walking in humility, and 
disciplining the flesh. These are things that modern believers shrug off as “little issues.” 
They think the only things that matter are the big visible parts of ministry. Christ thinks 
otherwise. The throne of Heaven measures what men ignore. 

Every believer wants authority in eternity, but very few want responsibility in time. They 
want to be rulers without being servants. They want kingdom crowns without daily crosses. 
They want ten cities without ten minutes of prayer. God does not operate that way. He 
rewards those who were faithful in little decisions that revealed a faithful heart. Every act of 
obedience creates capacity for eternal responsibility. Every small choice trains the soul for 
eternal government. That is why the faithful will rule. 

 

III. The Hidden Battle: Most Small Things Are Tests in Disguise 

One reason believers underestimate the importance of small things is because they do not 
recognize them as spiritual tests. They think a test must feel dramatic or heavy or spiritually 
intense. But most divine tests come disguised as daily decisions that feel mundane. Satan 
tempts with the dramatic. God tests with the ordinary. You will not be judged primarily by 
the three or four big crossroads of your life, but by the thousands of small moments that 
shaped your character. 



Every time you choose honesty when it would be easier to exaggerate, you pass a test. 
Every time you resist gossip when others are indulging in it, you pass a test. Every time you 
choose prayer over procrastination, Scripture over scrolling, humility over self-promotion, 
service over selfishness, you pass tests that appear small but carry eternal weight. God 
builds kings out of servants, not celebrities. He prepares rulers through small tasks, not 
grand stages. 

The devil wants to tempt you in the big dramatic moments because that is where pride 
thrives. God trains you in the small moments because that is where character is formed. 
The size of the task does not reveal its importance; the size of the obedience does. Heaven 
does not evaluate the visibility of the work, but the willingness of the servant. That is why 
the Judgment Seat will turn modern Christian ranking systems upside down. Some of the 
most faithful believers never touched a pulpit, but they touched Heaven by their 
consistency. 

 

IV. The Theology of “A Very Little”: Why God Begins with Small Assignments 

God always begins His servants with little responsibilities. That is not punishment; that is 
preparation. Before David ruled Israel, he shepherded a few sheep. Before Joseph ruled 
Egypt, he managed a prison. Before Daniel advised kings, he proved faithful as a teenager 
in Babylon. Before Paul shook the world, he carried letters for a church in Antioch. 

God does not give you ten cities until you have demonstrated you can handle one pound. 
He will not trust you with the eternal until you are trustworthy with the temporal. He will not 
give you public responsibility until you prove faithful in private secrecy. Faithfulness in little 
things is not a minor biblical theme; it is the backbone of divine promotion. 

The reason God tests you with little things is because they reveal the truth about your 
nature. Big opportunities can hide flaws. Little responsibilities expose them. If you will not 
remain faithful when nobody is watching, you will not be faithful when everyone is 
watching. God does not promote people based on giftedness but on faithfulness. Gifts 
impress men; obedience impresses God. 

The small things God gives you today are not obstacles to greater ministry; they are the 
pathway to it. Whoever despises the day of small things forfeits the future day of great 
rulership. God is meticulous. He does not overlook anything. If you lose stewardship over 
what appears small, you lose capacity for what will be eternally significant. 

 

V. Eternal Rulership: The Millennial Kingdom Depends on Today’s Obedience 



The reason faithfulness in little things matters is because Christ is preparing His cabinet, 
His governors, His princes, and His rulers for the Millennial Kingdom. That is not figurative 
language. That is exact eschatology. Revelation 20 says the saints “lived and reigned with 
Christ a thousand years.” Daniel 7 says the kingdom is given to “the saints of the most 
High.” Paul says in 1 Corinthians 6 that believers will judge the world and angels. We are not 
being trained for choir practice. We are being trained for government. 

When Christ returns, He will divide His people not by denominational labels, but by 
faithfulness. The believer who was faithful in little things will be given real geographic 
rulership. One servant was given ten cities. Another five. These are not metaphors. Christ 
will literally restructure global government and assign cities, regions, and nations to 
believers who proved trustworthy in their earthly stewardship. 

This means every small decision you make today is shaping your capacity for eternal 
responsibility. The authority you will hold in the kingdom is being determined right now by 
how you handle the tasks you think do not matter. Nothing is small when measured by the 
throne of Christ. Your life today is preparation for your assignment tomorrow. 

 

VI. Why Most Believers Lose Reward: The Tragedy of Neglecting the Small 

Many believers will stand before Christ saved, forgiven, and eternally secure, yet with 
nothing to show for their Christian life. This is not fearmongering. This is Paul’s warning in 1 
Corinthians 3:15: “He himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.” The believer is saved but 
suffers loss. Not loss of salvation, but loss of reward. Not loss of relationship, but loss of 
rulership. Not loss of eternal life, but loss of eternal responsibility. 

The primary reason believers lose reward is not because they committed some dramatic 
scandal. It is because they neglected daily obedience. They did not lose reward through 
obvious rebellion, but through small neglects. They drifted. They procrastinated. They 
excused themselves. They invested their energy in temporary things and ignored eternal 
things. They lived Christianity like a hobby instead of a stewardship. 

At the Judgment Seat, many will realize they squandered years waiting for some “big 
opportunity” that never came because they never took responsibility for the small ones. 
God never rewards potential; He rewards obedience. He does not honor intentions; He 
honors actions. The man who waited for something impressive will be overshadowed by 
the one who was faithful in the unimpressive. 

 

VII. The Secret Nature of Faithfulness: God Sees What Men Miss 



Believers often forget that most of the Christian life happens in hidden spaces. Heaven is 
watching when you stand for truth in private. Heaven is watching when you forgive 
someone without announcing it to the world. Heaven is watching when you restrain your 
tongue, humble your heart, give sacrificially, pray earnestly, resist temptation quietly, and 
serve without being seen. These are not small things. They are kingdom things. 

We live in a world obsessed with metrics, likes, followers, and recognition. But Heaven’s 
ledger is handwritten by a God who sees in secret. Christ taught that your Father who sees 
in secret will reward openly. That means the most heavily rewarded believers in eternity 
may be the ones who were completely unknown on earth. Faithfulness is a private war with 
public consequences. 

Some of God’s greatest servants never preached a sermon, wrote a book, or led a ministry. 
Yet they will shine with glory because they were faithful mothers, faithful fathers, faithful 
workers, faithful prayer warriors, faithful witnesses, faithful intercessors, faithful givers, and 
faithful stewards of what God placed in their hands. The world ignored them. Heaven did 
not. 

 

VIII. The Test of the Flesh: Small Things Reveal What Rules You 

Small things are the exact places where the flesh rebels most aggressively. The flesh can 
behave itself during dramatic moments because it craves recognition. But small obedience 
requires humility, submission, and self-denial. That is why God tests you there. He wants to 
see if your service flows from the Spirit or from pride. 

When the Spirit rules, even the smallest task becomes an act of worship. When the flesh 
rules, even the biggest task becomes tainted with selfish ambition. God is not interested in 
the size of your ministry. He is interested in the size of your obedience. Faithfulness in small 
things reveals which kingdom you truly serve. You cannot serve Christ’s throne while 
serving your own reputation. 

The believer who is faithful in little things has conquered more of the flesh than the believer 
who only shows up for impressive duties. God is training you to rule by teaching you to 
submit. No one will rule in the kingdom who did not first learn to kneel in time. Eternity 
belongs to the believer who chose obedience over ego. 

 

IX. The Power of Consistency: Faithfulness Is More Valuable Than Talent 



Talent is overrated in the kingdom of God. Faithfulness is not. Heaven does not reward the 
gifted; it rewards the consistent. Many gifted men have ruined ministries. Many faithful men 
have built invisible legacies that will echo in eternity. God does not measure your ministry 
by your gifts. He measures it by your faithfulness despite your weaknesses. 

A believer who consistently obeys Christ in small things carries more spiritual weight than a 
talented believer who obeys only when it is convenient. The kingdom belongs to the 
consistent. Every small act of obedience builds spiritual momentum. Every small victory 
strengthens spiritual authority. Faithfulness compounds just like interest. You may not see 
the result instantly, but Heaven sees every deposit. 

Consistency is the secret ingredient to eternal greatness. It is the raw material of crowns. It 
is the foundation of rulership. Talent may impress men for a season, but faithfulness will 
impress God for eternity. 

 

X. Faithfulness Builds Eternal Reputation: What You Do Now Shapes Who You Will Be 
Then 

When you stand before Christ, He will not evaluate your reputation on earth. He will 
evaluate your reputation in Heaven. Your eternal identity is being shaped right now by how 
you respond to daily responsibilities. You are either building an eternal reputation for 
faithfulness or forfeiting it through neglect. 

The believer who is faithful in prayer becomes a man or woman of spiritual authority. The 
believer who is faithful in repentance becomes a man or woman of purity. The believer who 
is faithful in service becomes a man or woman whom Christ trusts with responsibility. Your 
eternal “name” is written by your daily choices. Heaven sees who you truly are long before 
earth ever finds out. 

Faithfulness in little things is not wasted energy. It is spiritual investment in your eternal 
identity. You are not just living life. You are shaping destiny. You are preparing for rulership. 
You are being watched by the King Himself. 

 

XI. The Great Reversal: The First Shall Be Last, and the Last Shall Be First 

Jesus said the first shall be last and the last shall be first. That is not a poetic slogan. It is a 
prophetic description of the Judgment Seat. The world’s ranking system will collapse in an 
instant. The believer who was admired for public gifting may stand behind the believer who 
quietly obeyed in small things. The pastor of a megachurch may stand behind the humble 



widow who prayed faithfully for decades. The missionary who saw thousands saved may 
stand beside the elderly saint who simply obeyed consistently and finished her race well. 

Heaven’s economy reverses earthly expectations because Heaven rewards faithfulness, 
not fame. The least noticed on earth may be the most honored in eternity. The most 
applauded on earth may be overshadowed by those who served God in secret. The great 
reversal is coming. Faithfulness determines which side of it you will stand. 

 

XII. Why This Doctrine Should Reshape Your Entire Christian Life 

The doctrine of rewards is not a peripheral doctrine. It is a motivation for holy living. Paul 
said we should run that we may obtain. The idea that Christians should not think about 
rewards is unbiblical. Christ commanded us to lay up treasure in Heaven. Paul taught that 
a crown awaits those who are faithful. John said “look to yourselves, that we lose not those 
things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward.” 

Your life matters. Your choices matter. Your faithfulness matters. Everything you do in time 
is shaping your experience in eternity. The throne of Christ is real. The rewards are real. The 
loss is real. The glory is real. Once you grasp that everything small carries eternal 
significance, Christianity stops being a hobby and becomes a stewardship. 

This doctrine should sober you, inspire you, convict you, and awaken you. You have one life 
to lay at Christ’s feet. Everything small today becomes something great tomorrow. Your 
future is being built right now. 

 

Conclusion: Faithfulness in Small Things Determines Eternal Things 

When Jesus returns, He will not ask you how many followers you had, how many people 
applauded you, or how many accomplishments you stacked up in public. He will ask 
whether you were faithful in what He gave you. He will examine your heart, your loyalty, your 
consistency, your obedience, and your stewardship. His throne will not reward talent but 
faithfulness; not acclaim but obedience; not visibility but loyalty. 

Faithfulness in small things is the secret of eternal authority. The believer who obeys in the 
quiet places will shine in the kingdom. The believer who lives for the approval of Christ 
instead of the applause of men will be honored by the King Himself. When Christ gives 
rulership over cities, it will not be to the most gifted, but to the most faithful. 

Your eternal assignment begins with today’s decisions. The small things in your hands 
today are the key to the great things in your future. Nothing is small to the God who 



measures faithfulness. Live for the words: “Well done, thou good servant.” Those words will 
matter more than anything you could ever achieve in time. 

 

 

12 of 20: THE DOCTRINE OF REWARDS — The Measure of Motives 

Key Passage: 1 Corinthians 4:5 

 

Introduction: The Judgment Seat’s Most Terrifying Reality 

If there is one aspect of the Judgment Seat of Christ that ought to make every believer sit up 
straight, sober up immediately, and reevaluate the way they serve God, it is the fact that 
Christ does not simply judge actions. He judges motives. He evaluates not only what you 
did, but why you did it. Men see the hands; God sees the heart. Men see the performance; 
God sees the intent behind it. Men see the ministry; God sees the machinery inside your 
soul that drove it. 

This is the element of the Judgment Seat that strips away all illusions. A believer can hide 
behind spiritual activity, but no one can hide behind spiritual motives. You can fool a 
church, a congregation, a pastor, or even yourself. You cannot fool a God who reads your 
heart like an open book. Christ will not reward talent, charisma, or public applause. He will 
reward purity of motive. He will examine the hidden things—those buried intentions you 
hoped no one would ever discover. 

This doctrine reveals a frightening truth: it is entirely possible to do the right thing for the 
wrong reasons. It is possible to preach for Christ and be rewarded for nothing. It is possible 
to serve faithfully for years and receive no crown because the motive was tainted with self-
promotion. The Judgment Seat exposes the inner architecture of your walk with God. That 
is why Paul said, “Judge nothing before the time.” Christ will judge the hidden things 
perfectly, thoroughly, and eternally. 

If you want to understand the eternal difference between reward and loss, you must 
understand how God measures motives. The Judgment Seat is not just an audit of works. It 
is an x-ray of the heart. 

 

I. Why God Judges Motives: Because Motives Reveal Who You Served 



Most Christians assume God is impressed by activity. They think the Christian life is a 
spiritual résumé, and the more items they stack under “ministry,” the more favor they earn. 
But God does not evaluate ministry like humans do. He evaluates motive because motive 
determines lordship. Motive is the compass of the soul. It reveals the direction your heart 
was truly pointed when your hands were busy doing something spiritual. 

A preacher can build a massive church and do it for himself. A missionary can travel across 
the world and do it to prove his worth. A singer can move crowds with her voice and do it to 
feed her ego. A Bible teacher can gain an audience and do it for validation. A Christian can 
serve in a role for decades and do it because they enjoy the attention. If the motive is 
wrong, the reward is zero. 

Motive reveals who you worshiped while you worked. If you served Christ to be seen, you 
served yourself. If you served to be praised, Christ was not the audience—you were. If you 
labored to appear spiritual, you were your own idol. God judges motives because He judges 
the throne of your heart. Christ does not share His throne with your pride. 

Motives matter because they reveal allegiance. That is why the Judgment Seat scrutinizes 
motives with frightening detail. Your heart will testify louder than your hands ever did. 

 

II. The Hidden Things: God Sees What You Don’t Want Seen 

Paul said the Lord will bring to light the hidden things of darkness. That is a terrifying reality 
for any believer who has ever tried to disguise their intention behind a spiritual veneer. 
Every rationalization will collapse. Every excuse will evaporate. Every mask will melt. The 
things you managed to hide from others—and sometimes even from yourself—will be laid 
bare. 

Christ will reveal whether your generosity was love or leverage. He will reveal whether your 
ministry was service or self-protection. He will reveal whether your prayers were devotion 
or performance. He will reveal whether your kindness was compassion or manipulation. He 
will reveal whether your repentance was genuine or a tactic to soothe guilt. 

Hidden things matter because hidden things are real things. Motives do not evaporate 
simply because they are concealed. They shape the soul, direct the will, and frame the true 
identity of a believer. God sees these things because He sees you without filters. You 
cannot edit your soul like a photograph. You cannot crop out the parts you want hidden. 
The divine Judge sees the full picture. 

The hidden things of darkness are not just sins. They are mixed motives, false intentions, 
concealed pride, disguised ambition, secret resentments, and inner calculations that 



polluted your service. The Judgment Seat will not only expose deeds—it will expose the 
reasons behind them. And this exposure is not punitive. It is purifying. Christ judges 
motives because He wants to reward what was genuinely done for Him. 

 

III. The Counsels of the Heart: God Judges Desire as Much as Duty 

Paul said the Lord will make manifest “the counsels of the hearts.” That phrase is profound. 
It does not refer to the surface thoughts or passing emotions. It refers to the inner 
deliberations, the internal debates, the quiet conversations you have with yourself that 
shape your decisions. God does not simply judge the action or the moment. He judges the 
entire chain of thought that led to that action. 

Every believer has two inner voices: the old man and the new man. The counsels of the 
heart reveal which voice you obeyed. This is why motives matter. A believer may do the right 
thing outwardly while their heart sides with the flesh inwardly. The action may benefit 
others, but it does not benefit you if your heart was corrupted by pride or fear or ambition. 

When God judges the counsels of the heart, He examines the internal dialogues you 
thought were private. He evaluates the motives behind giving, the intentions behind 
ministry involvement, the desires behind spiritual leadership, and the hopes behind your 
Christian service. He reads the subtext of your life, not merely the text. 

You cannot erase your motives at the Judgment Seat. You can only bring them into 
obedience now. If the counsels of your heart are in submission to Christ, then your motives 
are sanctified. If they are driven by the flesh, then your works are contaminated. The heart 
is where reward is born or buried. 

 

IV. The Danger of Mixed Motives: When Good Works Become Worthless 

One of the greatest dangers in the Christian life is the danger of mixed motives. You may 
begin serving God with pure intentions, but pride creeps in. You may start with humility, but 
recognition begins to shape your identity. You may serve for God’s glory, but eventually start 
serving for people’s approval. When motives mix, reward evaporates. 

The believer often deceives himself into thinking mixed motives are harmless. After all, the 
work is still done. People are still helped. Souls may still be saved. But the Judgment Seat is 
not about how others were affected. It is about how you were formed. God does not 
evaluate effectiveness; He evaluates faithfulness of motive. 



Mixed motives make good works combustible. Wood, hay, and stubble can look impressive 
when stacked high. A building made of straw can appear majestic until fire hits it. Mixed 
motives are spiritual kindling. You can build a ministry on them, but you cannot receive a 
reward for them. The work burns the moment Christ’s eyes examine it. 

Christ is not pleased with polluted offerings. He does not share His glory with your ego. He 
does not bless service done for applause. He does not honor sacrifice done for leverage. 
Mixed motives rob God of worship and rob you of reward. Purity of heart is the foundation of 
eternal reward. 

 

V. The Mirror of Scripture: How God Exposes Motives Before the Judgment Seat 

God does not wait until the Judgment Seat to expose your motives. He exposes them now 
through the Word. Hebrews 4:12 says the Word of God is a discerner of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart. Scripture is a spiritual mirror that reveals what you want to hide. 

When you read Scripture with humility, you begin to see the real reasons behind your 
actions. The Bible cuts through self-deception. It exposes the pride behind your generosity, 
the fear behind your silence, the insecurity behind your leadership, and the ambition 
behind your ministry. It does not flatter. It reveals. 

The believer who refuses to read Scripture regularly is not just undisciplined. He is unsafe. 
He is walking blind into a Judgment where motives will be revealed without warning. 
Scripture gives you time to repent. It gives you time to correct course. It gives you time to 
cleanse motives before they become permanent. 

God’s mercy reveals motives now so He does not have to rebuke you later. The believer who 
hides from Scripture is running from spiritual surgery. The believer who sits under Scripture 
is preparing for spiritual reward. The Word exposes so Christ can reward. 

 

VI. The Role of the Holy Spirit: Purifying Motives Through Conviction 

The Holy Spirit does not simply convict you of sin. He convicts you of motive. He does not 
merely restrain your actions. He refines your intentions. The Spirit whispers to your heart 
when your motive shifts from worship to pride. He nudges you when you begin to serve for 
attention. He warns you when your spiritual zeal becomes a performance rather than 
devotion. 

The Holy Spirit is the internal referee of motive. He blows the whistle when your heart starts 
drifting. He raises a red flag when you begin to seek praise. He pulls you back when 



ambition tries to grab the steering wheel of your ministry. His conviction is not 
condemnation. It is protection. He purifies your motives so your works can survive the fire 
of Christ’s judgment. 

A believer who listens to the Spirit will catch wrong motives early. A believer who ignores 
Him will carry those motives into eternity. The Spirit does not reward you. He prepares you 
for reward. He refines your heart so your hands can produce something worthy of a crown. 

 

VII. Motive Determines Reward: God Rewards Why Before He Rewards What 

At the Judgment Seat of Christ, motives determine the value of your work. The same action 
can produce gold or ashes depending on the heart behind it. Two believers can perform 
identical tasks with identical outcomes but receive vastly different rewards because one 
served with sincerity and the other served with self-interest. 

God’s reward system is not based on how impressive your work was. It is based on how 
genuine your motive was. A widow’s two mites may produce more reward than a 
millionaire’s mansion donation. A small act of obedience may weigh heavier than a decade 
of ministry performed for pride. A hidden sacrifice may shine brighter than a public sermon. 

God rewards motives because motives reveal whether you truly loved Him. Works done for 
self cannot be rewarded because they are not worship. Works done for pride cannot be 
crowned because they were not surrendered. Works done for recognition cannot be 
honored because God will not validate your ego. 

The fire of Christ’s judgment does not destroy what was done for Him. It destroys what was 
done for you. 

 

VIII. How Motives Shape Ministry: The Heart Determines the Harvest 

A believer’s ministry is shaped more by motive than by method. A pure motive produces 
spiritual fruit because it is aligned with God’s heart. A corrupt motive produces fleshly 
outcomes because it is aligned with self-preservation. Motive is the spiritual DNA that 
determines the nature of your ministry. 

A preacher with pure motives will preach truth even when it costs him popularity. A 
preacher with corrupt motives will edit truth to protect himself. A teacher with pure motives 
will serve to edify the saints. A teacher with corrupt motives will serve to elevate his brand. 
A believer with pure motives will share the gospel out of compassion. A believer with 
corrupt motives may share it to feel righteous. 



Your motive shapes your voice, your choices, your attitude, your sacrifice, and your 
faithfulness. The heart drives the hands. When the heart is surrendered, the ministry is 
unstoppable. When the heart is polluted, the ministry is fragile. Motive determines whether 
your ministry survives the fire or collapses under it. 

 

IX. The Deception of Self-Righteous Motives: When You Think You’re Serving God But 
Serve Yourself 

Self-righteous motives are the most dangerous because they hide under religious 
language. A believer may convince himself he is serving God, but the real motive is to feel 
morally superior. This is the Pharisee’s trap. He prayed loudly, fasted publicly, and gave 
generously not because he loved God but because he loved feeling righteous. 

The believer who serves from self-righteous motives will not survive the Judgment Seat 
well. Christ does not reward spiritual performances designed to impress others. He 
rewards humility. He rewards brokenness. He rewards sincerity. He rewards the believer 
who served from gratitude rather than superiority. 

Self-righteousness feeds on comparison. It measures holiness by how others see you 
rather than how God sees you. It masquerades as zeal but is fueled by pride. It produces 
activity but not purity. The believer who serves from self-righteous motives may be praised 
on earth but will be silent in eternity. 

 

X. The Fear of Judgment: A Holy Motivation for Pure Motives 

Paul said, “Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men.” That terror is not 
fear of damnation. It is fear of evaluation. The Judgment Seat of Christ should create 
reverence, seriousness, and holy sobriety. It should purify our motives because it reminds 
us that nothing is hidden from His gaze. 

A believer who understands the Judgment Seat does not play games with motives. He does 
not excuse pride. He does not rationalize ambition. He does not justify self-serving 
decisions. He lives with the awareness that Christ examines his heart. This fear is not 
bondage. It is protection. It keeps your motives anchored in humility and sincerity. 

The believer who fears the Lord will guard his heart. He will examine his intentions. He will 
question his desires. He will surrender his motives daily. The fear of judgment purifies the 
motives of the believer who wants to honor Christ more than he wants to honor himself. 

 



XI. The Reward of Pure Motives: A Crown for the Sincere 

Believers who served with pure motives will receive glorious reward. Their works will shine 
like gold because they were offered with sincerity, humility, and loyalty. Christ will honor 
the believer who served quietly, consistently, and without selfish ambition. He will magnify 
the works that were done out of genuine love. 

Pure motives multiply reward. They turn small acts into eternal treasures. They transform 
simple obedience into everlasting honor. The believer who serves with pure motives does 
not fear the Judgment Seat. He looks forward to it because his heart was aligned with 
Heaven. 

God takes pleasure in rewarding what was genuinely done for Him. A pure heart creates 
works that fire cannot consume. This is why pure motives matter. They shape your eternal 
legacy. 

 

Conclusion: Prepare Your Motives Now—Because They Will Be Exposed Then 

The Judgment Seat of Christ is not simply a final evaluation. It is the revelation of your true 
spiritual identity. Christ will expose the hidden things, reveal the counsels of the heart, and 
measure every motive behind every action. Nothing will remain concealed. Nothing will be 
misinterpreted. Nothing will be exaggerated. Christ’s judgment will be perfect because His 
knowledge of your heart is perfect. 

You will not be judged on how you appeared, but on who you truly were. Your motives are 
shaping your eternal future right now. Every decision, every sacrifice, every prayer, every act 
of service is being measured by the motive behind it. Let the Spirit purify your heart. Let the 
Word expose your intentions. Let the fear of the Lord refine your desires. 

Live with a heart that Christ can reward. Serve from love, not pride. Serve from gratitude, 
not ambition. Serve from sincerity, not performance. Serve with motives that can withstand 
fire. Because the day is coming when Christ will judge not only what you did—but why you 
did it. 

 

 

13 of 20: THE DOCTRINE OF REWARDS – The Reward of Suffering and Persecution 
Key Passage: Matthew 5:11–12 – “Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and 
persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. 
Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven…” 



 

I. Introduction – When Heaven Calls What You Hate “Blessed” 

Every normal human being avoids pain. Your flesh hates trouble, hates rejection, hates 
being slandered, and hates being left out. The average Christian prays for comfort, not 
conflict, for favor, not fury, for acceptance, not accusation. Yet Jesus Christ opens His very 
first sermon in the New Testament by telling His disciples that the people we would call 
“unlucky,” “targeted,” and “mistreated” are actually the ones who are blessed. He not only 
says they are blessed; He commands them to rejoice and be exceeding glad when the 
world turns on them. To the flesh, that sounds insane. To faith, that is the clearest window 
God ever gave you into Heaven’s reward system. 

Christ is not romanticizing suffering. He is not handing out religious pain pills so you feel 
better about being kicked around. He is revealing a hard, unchanging law of His kingdom: 
when you suffer for His sake and for righteousness’ sake, Heaven opens a separate account 
with your name on it and starts crediting it every time you are hit. God does not waste one 
tear, one insult, one shove, one rejection, one demotion, or one act of hostility you endure 
because you stood with His Book and His Son. Men may ignore it, your friends may forget it, 
but the Judge who sits on the throne never misses it. 

You are not rewarded in Heaven for being comfortable on earth. You are rewarded for being 
faithful in a hostile environment. You are not compensated for being everybody’s buddy. 
You are compensated for being loyal to Christ when it cost you something. That is why the 
Beatitudes end with persecution. Jesus piles blessing after blessing and then says the 
greatest reward is not for the smoothest life, but for the life that took the biggest hits and 
did not back down. 

 

II. Persecution Defined – Not Every Trouble Counts 

Before you start shouting that every inconvenience is your ticket to ten crowns, you had 
better let Scripture define persecution. Matthew 5 does not say “Blessed are ye when men 
criticize you because you are obnoxious, careless, lazy, or foolish.” It does not say “Blessed 
are ye when you suffer for your own stupidity.” Notice the wording: “falsely, for my sake.” 
God is very specific. Suffering that earns reward is suffering you did not bring on yourself by 
sin, stubbornness, or stupidity. It is suffering that lands on you because you lined up with 
Jesus Christ and His words. 

If a believer blows his testimony at work, gets written up, and then runs around quoting “all 
that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution,” he is lying to himself. That is not 



persecution; that is chastening or natural consequence. If you pick fights with people 
because you enjoy arguing and they block you or smear your name, Heaven does not pay 
out for that. If your marriage is a war zone because you are carnal, that is not “suffering for 
the Lord.” God is not paying for your flesh. 

Persecution shows up when the world reacts to the smell of Christ on you. You hold a Bible 
standard and lose friends. You speak the gospel and get labeled a bigot, a fool, a cultist, a 
troublemaker. You refuse dirty money and lose a promotion. You say “no” to compromise, 
and the crowd pushes you out. You stand with God’s words against modern corruption and 
suddenly discover you have enemies you never met. Now you are stepping into Beatitude 
territory. The world may call you narrow, hateful, or extreme, but Heaven calls you blessed 
and begins calculating reward. 

 

III. Why the World Hates You – You Smell Like the One They Crucified 

Persecution is not random. The devil is behind it, and the flesh cooperates with it. Jesus 
said, “The world hateth you… because I have chosen you out of the world.” The problem is 
not your personality; the problem is your association. When you got saved, you were taken 
out of Adam and placed in Christ. You changed sides in a war you did not even know was 
going on. Satan cannot get his hands on Christ, so he goes after the people who look like 
Him, talk like Him, and preach what He preached. 

The more you line up with Christ, the more uncomfortable you make this world. Your very 
existence is a reminder that their judgment is coming. Your separated life rebukes their 
compromise. Your simple faith rebukes their intellectual pride. Your loyalty to Scripture 
rebukes their rebellion against authority. They may not be able to explain why they despise 
you, but Hell knows. You have become a walking billboard that says, “There really is 
another King.” 

That is why you had better stop expecting applause from a world that nailed your Saviour to 
a cross. When you take the side of the One they murdered, they will not give you a fan club. 
They will do what their father has done from the beginning: accuse, attack, and oppose. But 
Christ says when they do, the meter on your heavenly “compensation package” starts 
running. 

 

IV. Heaven’s Compensation Package – “Great Is Your Reward” 

Most Christians believe suffering is loss. Jesus says suffering for Him is gain. He does not 
say, “Endure it because you have to.” He says, “Rejoice and be exceeding glad, for great is 



your reward in heaven.” He does not even define “great.” He just throws it out there and 
expects faith to believe that His idea of “great” is better than yours. When the Creator of 
galaxies says He has something “great” waiting for you, it might be worth taking a few 
insults down here. 

Notice three things about that promise. First, the reward is in Heaven, not in this age. If you 
are waiting for the world to apologize, praise you, and hand you compensation now, you will 
be waiting until the Millennium. God is not paying out the main rewards down here. He is 
recording them. Second, the reward is directly tied to the degree of suffering. The more 
they revile, the more they persecute, the more they lie “for His sake,” the bigger the reward. 
You do not get hazard pay for spiritual couch-sitting. Third, the reward is personal. That 
“your” is singular. Christ is not handing out generic medals to nameless Christians; He is 
personally assigning reward to individuals who endured personal attacks. 

Heaven does not see suffering saints as losers. It sees them as shareholders. Every time 
you absorb a blow without renouncing truth, you purchase more stock in the eternal 
kingdom. Every time you lose earthly benefits because you refused to deny Christ or 
compromise Scripture, you move another deposit into your heavenly account. Suffering 
becomes long-term investment. 

 

V. The Prophets’ Company – You’re in the Right Line 

Jesus adds something most Christians skip right over: “for so persecuted they the prophets 
which were before you.” In other words, when the world persecutes you for righteousness’ 
sake, you are stepping into the same line Elijah, Jeremiah, Daniel, and the rest of God’s 
heavyweights stood in. The crowd you are in tells you something about your path. If 
standing with Christ puts you in the company of the prophets, you are not doing something 
wrong; you are finally in the right crowd. 

The prophets were not persecuted because they were “too loving.” They were persecuted 
because they said what God told them to say when nobody wanted to hear it. They were 
mocked, imprisoned, exiled, and killed for speaking the truth. They lost social standing, 
security, and sometimes their lives. Heaven recorded every blow. When Christ says, “So 
persecuted they the prophets,” He is telling you that the treatment you are receiving is the 
standard operating procedure for anyone in the truth business. 

Many believers want prophetic reward without prophetic backbone. They want to sit with 
Elijah on Mount Carmel but not stand alone when the nation bows to Baal. They want 
Daniel’s honor but not Daniel’s lions’ den. They want Paul’s crown but not Paul’s scars. You 



do not get into the prophetic company by liking their stories. You join it by sharing their 
reproach. 

 

VI. Suffering as a Filter – Separating Professors from Possessors 

Persecution does something for the church that nothing else can do: it separates the real 
from the fake. When the cost of being a Christian is low, anybody can play church. You can 
tack “Jesus” onto a worldly lifestyle and feel religious. But when standing for Christ costs 
you family, friendships, finances, or freedom, the game ends. The Christian life stops being 
a hobby and reveals itself as a war. 

God uses persecution as a filter. It exposes who was attached to Christianity for the 
benefits and who was attached because they belong to the Saviour. In the parable of the 
sower, some received the word with joy, but when persecution arose “by and by they are 
offended.” The heat revealed that their root had never gone down deep into Christ. They 
liked the benefits but never loved the Lord. 

On the other hand, persecution deepens the faith of the true believer. When the world turns 
hostile, real Christians do not drop their Bibles and run; they cling tighter. They do not 
abandon doctrine; they dig in. Persecution presses out the cheap slogans and forces 
believers to make up their minds whether Jesus Christ is worth more than the world’s 
acceptance. If He is, then every blow becomes proof that your faith is real, and every proof 
becomes another reason Heaven credits your account. 

 

VII. The Eternal Perspective – You Won’t Remember the Pain; You Will Live With the 
Reward 

Paul, who was beaten, stoned, imprisoned, hunted, and slandered, wrote that the 
sufferings of this present time are “not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be 
revealed in us.” That is not pretty poetry. That is a man with scars telling you how Heaven’s 
math works. He is saying, “If you put all your pain, rejection, and persecution on one side of 
the scale and God’s reward on the other, the scale will slam toward glory so hard you will 
forget which side the suffering was on.” 

Eternity does not shorten memory; it changes proportion. Right now you see trouble up 
close. It fills your field of view, and the reward seems hazy. In eternity the reverse will 
happen. Glory will be so overwhelming the memory of pain will be swallowed up. You will 
not sit around Heaven sulking about what you went through. You will be too busy 
functioning in the roles Christ entrusts to those who paid a high price to stand with Him. 



This is why Jesus does not just say “rejoice.” He says “rejoice and be exceeding glad.” He is 
not asking you to enjoy pain. He is telling you to look past pain. Faith pulls the camera back 
and lets you see the full picture: a few decades of trouble here, followed by endless ages of 
ruling, reigning, and rejoicing with the One you were persecuted for. In that light, refusing to 
suffer for Christ is the real insanity. 

 

VIII. Different Kinds of Persecution – Same Reward Principle 

Matthew 5 mentions three types of persecution: reviling, active persecution, and lying 
slander. Many Christians think persecution is only physical violence or imprisonment. 
Christ includes verbal abuse and false accusations in the package. A lie about you for His 
sake is as valuable in Heaven’s economy as a blow landed on you. Both are attempts to 
shut you up and push you back from your stand. 

Verbal persecution shows up as mockery, name-calling, social exclusion, and smear 
campaigns. You speak up for Christ or biblical morality and instantly become “hateful,” 
“dangerous,” “ignorant,” or “unloving” in the eyes of the crowd. Active persecution can 
include anything from losing your job to being physically attacked. Slander is when people 
invent stories, twist your words, or accuse you falsely because they cannot refute the truth 
you stand on. 

Christ does not say, “Great is your reward if they only persecute you in certain ways.” He 
gathers it all into one statement and says, “Rejoice…for great is your reward.” In other 
words, Heaven pays out for every type of hostility you endure for His sake. Hell may vary its 
tactics, but Heaven keeps straight books. Nothing is missed. 

 

IX. The Danger of Compromise – Trading Eternal Reward for Temporary Relief 

Every time persecution arises, you stand at a crossroads. You can compromise to ease the 
pressure, or you can stand firm and earn reward. The devil will whisper, “Back off a little; 
you don’t need to be that bold. Adjust your wording. Tone it down. Hide your position. 
Smooth the edges.” If you do, you may gain temporary peace, but you just traded eternal 
reward for a few moments of relief. 

Compromise is expensive. It looks cheap at first because all you sacrifice is your 
conscience. You still have your job, your position, your friends. But you just threw away 
something you cannot get back at the Judgment Seat. Christ will not reward the believer 
who refused the cross of reproach. He does not pin medals on cowards. 



You are not responsible for chasing persecution. You are responsible for refusing to deny 
Christ or His words when the pressure comes. God is not asking you to be obnoxious, 
reckless, or foolish. He is asking you to be loyal. When loyalty brings trouble, do not cash 
out. Stand. Your future self will thank you a billion years from now. 

 

X. The Fellowship of His Sufferings – Sharing More Than His Salvation 

Philippians 3:10 speaks of “the fellowship of his sufferings.” Every believer is glad to share 
in Christ’s salvation. Few are eager to share in His reproach. Yet Paul saw suffering for 
Christ as a privilege because it gave him experiential closeness with the Saviour. When the 
world throws at you what it threw at Christ—rejection, mocking, hatred—you are stepping 
into a kind of fellowship that cannot be tasted in comfort. 

Suffering for Christ reminds you that you are not just a beneficiary of His cross; you are a 
follower of the Crucified One. You are aligning yourself not only with His victory but with His 
path. He was misunderstood, misquoted, misrepresented, and mistreated. When those 
very things happen to you because you stood where He would stand, there is a strange, 
holy comfort. You realize you are walking behind the right Shepherd. 

Heaven will reward that fellowship. Crowns are not handed out for sitting in pews. They are 
handed out for carrying crosses. When you accept persecution as part of following Him, 
you step into the line of people Heaven calls “overcomers.” That title is not for those who 
merely believed; it is for those who believed and kept standing when belief cost them 
something. 

 

XI. Practical Application – How to Respond When Persecution Hits 

Since persecution is part of the normal Christian life and carries eternal reward, how 
should you respond when it shows up at your door? First, refuse to be surprised. Peter said, 
“Think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you.” When you are mocked or 
excluded for Christ, don’t act like something unheard of just occurred. It is the normal 
reaction of a world at war with truth. 

Second, guard your spirit. The danger in persecution is not just pain; it is bitterness. If the 
devil cannot get you to deny Christ, he will try to sour your spirit so you become hard, 
hateful, or self-pitying. Heaven does not reward sulking saints. It rewards believers who 
absorb blows, forgive their enemies, pray for their persecutors, and keep on loving truth. 
You are never more like Christ than when you bless those who curse you. 



Third, keep your eyes on the Judgment Seat. When you are tempted to cave in, picture 
yourself standing before Christ with the memory of this moment. Will you wish you had 
softened to avoid trouble, or will you wish you had stood firm so you could lay another 
crown at His feet? Seeing persecution in the light of “that day” will steady your heart on this 
day. 

 

XII. Conclusion – Suffering Now, Glory Later 

The doctrine of rewards turns the world’s logic upside down. Down here, people believe the 
blessed life is the easy life, the admired life, the comfortable life. Jesus Christ says the 
blessed life is the faithful life, even when it is the hated life. Suffering and persecution are 
not evidence that God has abandoned you; they are evidence that you have joined the right 
side of a spiritual war. And far from being pointless, they are converted directly into eternal 
reward. 

Matthew 5:11–12 is Heaven’s contract with suffering saints. Christ does not promise to stop 
every insult or block every attack. He promises something better: that not one second of 
mistreatment for His sake will be wasted. Every slander, every shove, every loss, every tear 
goes into your eternal account. The world may write you off as a fanatic, a fool, or a 
problem. Christ writes you down as blessed and prepares a reward He Himself calls 
“great.” 

When you stand before Him at the Judgment Seat, you will not regret one ounce of 
persecution you endured for His name. You will regret every time you kept silent to avoid it. 
So make up your mind now. Live for the praise of men and you will get it—and that is all you 
will ever get. Live for the smile of Christ, take whatever the world throws at you for His sake, 
and you will step into a reward that will make a lifetime of suffering look like a momentary 
inconvenience. 

Suffering is temporary. Reward is eternal. The smart Christian decides which one he wants 
to be permanent. 

 

 

14 of 20: THE DOCTRINE OF REWARDS — Inheritance in the Kingdom 

Key Passage: Colossians 3:23–24 

 



Introduction: The Church Confuses Sonship With Inheritance 

If there is a single doctrine that modern Christianity has hopelessly tangled into a 
theological knot, it is the difference between being a child of God and being an heir of God. 
One is unconditional. The other is conditional. One is yours the moment you trust Christ. 
The other is earned through faithfulness after salvation. Sonship is a birthright. Inheritance 
is a reward. But because most churches collapse both into one, they produce either 
terrified saints who think they can lose their salvation or lazy saints who think they can lose 
nothing. 

The New Testament does not treat these two doctrines as identical. It distinguishes them 
with sharp lines. Every saved person is a child. Not every saved person will be an heir. Every 
believer gets Heaven. Not every believer gets inheritance in the kingdom. Every Christian 
escapes wrath. Not every Christian reigns with Christ. The Judgment Seat will not 
determine whether you enter Heaven. It will determine whether you rule in the Kingdom. 

Colossians 3:23–24 makes this painfully clear. Paul says believers are serving the Lord 
Christ, and of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance. If inheritance were 
automatic, it could not be a reward. Rewards are earned. Birth is not. God never rewards 
you for being born; He rewards you for being faithful. Your entrance into God’s family is 
grace. Your inheritance in God’s kingdom is wages. 

You must understand this distinction if you want to understand the doctrine of rewards. 
Failure to separate sonship from inheritance produces confusion, carnality, and false 
doctrine. Understanding it produces holiness, motivation, and eternal focus. 

 

I. Sonship: Your Standing Before God Is Settled and Secure 

Let’s begin where the Bible begins: sonship. The moment you trust the finished work of 
Christ—His death, burial, and resurrection—you are placed into God’s family. You are 
adopted. You are justified. You are sealed. You are redeemed. You are forgiven. You are 
born again. Nothing you do after salvation can undo what God did at salvation. You cannot 
lose what you did not earn. 

Sonship is not a ladder you climb. It is a birth into which you are placed. You can be a 
mature son or a carnal son, an obedient son or a backslidden son, a spiritual son or a 
foolish son. But you are a son. God never un-saves a child. You cannot lose adoption. You 
cannot be unborn. Eternal life is exactly what the name says—eternal. 



The prodigal never stopped being a son. He stopped enjoying the privileges of the 
household. His sonship was unconditional. His fellowship and inheritance were not. Every 
believer is a son by birth. But not every believer will be rewarded as a faithful heir. 

Many Christians hide behind sonship to excuse carnality. They say, “I’m saved, so I’m 
good.” Yes, you are saved. But salvation does not guarantee inheritance. Salvation makes 
you a child. Faithfulness makes you an heir. You can be in the family and still forfeit 
everything intended for you in the kingdom. 

 

II. Inheritance: Your Role in the Kingdom Depends on Your Obedience 

Inheritance is not a birthright. It is a reward granted to those who served Christ with 
sincerity, submission, and sacrifice. Paul calls it “the reward of the inheritance.” A reward is 
not grace. It is not a free gift. It is something given as compensation for labor. Paul says, “Ye 
serve the Lord Christ,” which means inheritance is granted based on service after salvation, 
not faith before salvation. 

When God saved you, He forgave your sins. When God rewards you, He evaluates your 
service. Salvation is the result of Christ’s work for you. Inheritance is the result of your work 
for Christ. Salvation required His blood. Inheritance requires your faithfulness. Salvation 
gives you eternal life. Inheritance gives you eternal authority. 

Most Christians think salvation and inheritance are identical. If that were true, Paul could 
not say believers could be “heirs” or “suffer loss.” Children cannot lose their birthright, but 
they can lose their inheritance. Esau did. Reuben did. The prodigal almost did. Israel did in 
the wilderness. And many believers will at the Judgment Seat. 

The New Testament teaches a layered system of reward, not a flat system where every 
believer receives the same standing. The throne of Christ will not equalize the saints. It will 
sort them. It will divide those who built with gold, silver, and precious stones from those 
who wasted their lives with wood, hay, and stubble. Inheritance will be distributed 
proportionally to faithfulness. 

 

III. Why the Distinction Matters: Because Confusion Produces Error 

The failure to divide sonship from inheritance produces two opposite heresies. 

First, some Christians believe they can lose salvation because they read passages about 
inheritance, chastening, or exclusion and assume those apply to eternal life. They do not. 



Eternal life cannot be lost. But inheritance can be forfeited through carnality, 
unfaithfulness, or indifference. 

Second, other Christians think their eternal experience will be identical no matter how they 
live. They believe grace means uniformity. It does not. Grace gives you a foundation. 
Faithfulness builds on it. The Judgment Seat is not a participation trophy ceremony. It is an 
awards tribunal for the kingdom. 

When a believer confuses these doctrines, he either fears God as a tyrant who disowns His 
children or treats God as a permissive grandfather who gives the same reward to everyone 
regardless of obedience. Both views are false. God is a Father who never disowns His sons 
and a King who rewards or withholds inheritance based on their loyalty. 

 

IV. The Old Testament Pattern: Children Without Inheritance 

The Old Testament is full of examples where sons lost inheritance: 

• Esau was a legitimate firstborn. He sold his birthright for temporary satisfaction. 
• Reuben was Jacob’s firstborn but forfeited his inheritance because of immorality. 
• Israel in the wilderness was God’s national son but lost the inheritance of Canaan due to 
unbelief. 
• Aaron’s sons died and forfeited the priestly inheritance due to disobedience. 

These people remained sons in their family line, but they lost privileges, blessings, and 
territory. Their relationship was intact. Their inheritance was not. 

The pattern is clear: you can be a child but lose reward. You can be born into the promise 
but never possess the land. You can belong to the Father and still fail to receive the 
inheritance He intended. 

 

V. New Testament Confirmation: Not Every Believer Inherits 

The New Testament intensifies this doctrine. 

Romans 8:17 says believers are “heirs of God” by default—but “joint-heirs with Christ” if 
they “suffer with Him.” That “if” statement is a condition for inheritance, not for salvation. 
Every believer is an heir of God because every believer has eternal life. But only those who 
walk in sacrificial obedience become joint-heirs who reign with Christ. 

This distinction is all over Scripture: 



• 2 Timothy 2:12 — “If we suffer, we shall also reign with him.” Reigning is conditional. 
• Colossians 3:24 — inheritance is a reward, not an automatic right. 
• 2 Peter 1:11 — an “abundant entrance” into the kingdom is earned. 
• Revelation 2–3 — overcomers receive special reward, not all believers. 

You cannot erase these verses. You must harmonize them. Sonship is unconditional. 
Inheritance is conditional. 

 

VI. Colossians 3:23–24 — A Kingdom Blueprint, Not a Corporate Slogan 

Many Christians think of Colossians 3:23–24 as a nice verse to hang in an office. “Do your 
work heartily unto the Lord.” It sounds like a Christian motivational quote for business 
ethics. But the context is not business—it's the kingdom. Paul is laying out how God 
evaluates daily obedience as part of your eternal inheritance. 

Paul tells servants—believing slaves—to serve with sincerity of heart “as to the Lord, and 
not unto men.” In other words, your real Boss is in Heaven. He is watching every detail of 
your daily labor. Every job becomes eternal kingdom training. Nothing is wasted. Nothing is 
insignificant. Every act of service becomes a deposit in your inheritance. 

Then Paul drops the hammer: “Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the 
inheritance.” This is not a metaphor. He is telling believers that their eternal inheritance is 
earned through faithful service in their earthly roles—no matter how humble. 

A Christian janitor who serves Christ faithfully may inherit more in the kingdom than a 
Christian pastor who served with pride. A believer who worked quietly behind the scenes 
may possess greater authority in the kingdom than a Christian celebrity who lived for 
applause. 

The kingdom will not mirror earth’s hierarchy. God is not impressed with position. He 
rewards faithfulness. 

 

VII. The Nature of Kingdom Inheritance: Literal Authority, Not Symbolic Blessing 

What exactly is the inheritance? Scripture gives a detailed picture: 

• Reigning with Christ (2 Timothy 2:12) 
• Possessing cities (Luke 19:17–19) 
• Authority over nations (Revelation 2:26–27) 
• Sharing Christ’s throne (Revelation 3:21) 



• Judging angels (1 Corinthians 6:3) 
• Inheriting the earth (Matthew 5:5) 
• Shining with glory (Daniel 12:3) 
• Receiving crowns (multiple passages) 

This is not symbolic language. These are literal governmental roles in Christ’s Millennial 
Kingdom and new earth. The inheritance is not merely a sense of spiritual satisfaction. It is 
actual rulership, actual territory, actual responsibility, and actual reward. 

Many Christians will enter the kingdom as citizens but not rulers. They will be present but 
not promoted. They will be children but not heirs. 

Heaven is not communism. The kingdom is not socialism. Rewards are distributed based 
on labor. 

 

VIII. Why God Rewards Faithfulness: Because Eternity Needs Kings, Not Infants 

The kingdom is not a retirement home. It is a government. It is a structured, organized, 
divine administration of Christ’s rule over the earth and the universe. Christ will not hand 
leadership to spiritual infants. He will promote saints who proved themselves trustworthy 
in time. 

Earth is training. Time is probation. Life is internship. God is evaluating your character, 
faithfulness, loyalty, purity, sacrifice, and motives. He is preparing rulers, not spectators. 
Those who were faithful over a few things will be made rulers over many things. Those who 
were indifferent or carnal will lose what they could have had. 

God is not unfair. He will not give the same inheritance to the believer who lived in holiness, 
generosity, sacrifice, and devotion as He does to the believer who lived in worldliness, 
compromise, and laziness. Eternal equality would deny justice. Eternal distinction 
magnifies grace. 

 

IX. The Cost of Neglect: How Christians Lose Inheritance 

The New Testament warns believers repeatedly about losing inheritance: 

• Carnality forfeits inheritance (1 Corinthians 3:15) 
• Immorality forfeits inheritance (Ephesians 5:5) 
• Covetousness forfeits inheritance (Colossians 3:5–6) 



• Unfaithfulness forfeits inheritance (Matthew 25:28–29) 
• Cowardice forfeits inheritance (Revelation 21:7–8 in application to reward) 

These passages are not threats against salvation. They are warnings about reward. 

When a believer refuses sanctification, he forfeits qualification. When he walks in the flesh, 
he does not lose sonship but loses inheritance. When he serves self instead of the Savior, 
he sacrifices the kingdom. 

Many Christians will stand before Christ saved but stripped—children without crowns. 
Heirs without inheritance. 

 

X. Eternal Regret: Saved, Yet Missing What Could Have Been 

One of the most sobering realities of the Judgment Seat is that believers will experience 
regret—not over salvation, but over lost inheritance. They will see what they could have 
possessed and realize they forfeited it. They will grasp what Christ intended for them and 
understand they traded it for temporary foolishness. 

Paul said some believers will be saved “yet so as by fire.” They escape judgment but lose 
reward. They enter the kingdom but have nothing to offer. They are citizens but not rulers. 
They are present but not crowned. 

This eternal regret is not torment. It is loss. Loss of what could have been. Loss of what 
Christ desired to give you. Loss of glory, responsibility, and honor designed for you since 
before the foundation of the world. 

You do not lose Heaven. You lose inheritance. And that loss is forever. 

 

XI. The Reward of Inheritance: God Himself Commends You 

Paul says, “Ye serve the Lord Christ.” Your inheritance is not given by angels. It is not 
handed down by a committee. It is granted personally by the King Himself. Christ will look 
into your eyes and say, “Well done.” Every sacrifice, every burden, every trial, every act of 
faithfulness, every unseen labor—He will remember. 

He will not reward you for results. He will reward you for loyalty. He will not reward you for 
impact. He will reward you for obedience. He will not reward you for popularity. He will 
reward you for faithfulness. 



To receive inheritance is to be publicly honored by Christ in front of Heaven and earth. 
Every soul, every saint, every angel, every creature will witness your commendation. You 
will bear that honor for eternity. 

 

XII. What You Must Do Now: Live for the Kingdom You Will Inherit 

If you want inheritance in the kingdom, you must: 

• Serve Christ wholeheartedly, not men 
• Walk in holiness and separation 
• Endure suffering with loyalty 
• Sacrifice earthly comfort for eternal reward 
• Guard your motives 
• Maintain faithfulness in small things 
• Reject worldliness 
• Persist in obedience even when unseen 

This is not works salvation. This is works reward. You are not earning eternal life. You are 
earning eternal responsibility. 

Every decision you make today is shaping your inheritance tomorrow. Every act of 
obedience is building your kingdom role. Every sacrifice is buying eternal honor. 

 

Conclusion: Saved Children or Rewarded Heirs—The Choice Is Yours 

When the kingdom arrives, there will be two categories of believers: 

1. Saved children of God—those who have eternal life but forfeited reward. 

2. Rewarded heirs of God—those who served Christ faithfully and reign with Him. 

Both are loved. Both are redeemed. Both are safe forever. But only one group receives 
inheritance. 

You decide your category now. You decide it with your daily obedience, your quiet 
sacrifices, your loyalty in trials, and your faithfulness when no one is watching. Sonship is 
settled. Inheritance is not. You are God’s child by grace. You become Christ’s heir by 
faithfulness. 



Do not be content to enter Heaven with nothing to show for your redemption. Do not be 
satisfied with sonship alone. Aim for inheritance. Live for rulership. Serve the King now so 
you may reign with Him then. Eternity is too long to enter it empty-handed. 

Live to hear the words: “Well done… receive the reward of the inheritance.” 

 

 

15 of 20: THE DOCTRINE OF REWARDS – Millennial Rulership: Authority Based on 
Works 
Key Passage: Revelation 20:6 – “Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first 
resurrection. On such the second death hath no power. But they shall be priests of 
God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.” 

 

I. Introduction – You Were Not Saved Just To Sit On A Cloud 

Most Christians today think of Heaven like a permanent retirement village. Soft music. 
Harps. Maybe a cottage by the river of life. No responsibilities. No pressure. Just eternal 
spiritual vacation. That picture might sell greeting cards, but it does not line up with the 
Book. The Bible talks about a thousand year kingdom where Jesus Christ sits on a literal 
throne, rules the nations, judges with a rod of iron, and surrounds Himself with resurrected 
believers who carry real authority. You were not saved just to escape Hell. You were saved 
to be trained as a ruler. 

Revelation 20 is not a fairy tale. It is the final word in a chain of promises that run through 
the entire Bible. God told David there would be a throne. He told Israel there would be a 
kingdom. He told the prophets there would be a time when the nations would be forced to 
submit. He told the apostles they would sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes. Revelation 
20 shows you the down payment. A thousand years of the Lord Jesus Christ on earth, with 
resurrected saints functioning as kings and priests. That is not poetry. That is your future 
job description if you are faithful. 

The shocking part is this. The amount of authority you will have in that kingdom is not 
determined by how long you have been saved or which denomination you sat in. It is 
determined by what you did with Christ after He saved you. Authority in the Millennium is 
based on works. Not works for salvation. Works for reward. Works for rulership. Works for 
promotion in the kingdom administration of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 



II. Blessed And Holy – Who Gets To Reign 

Revelation 20:6 says. “Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection. On 
such the second death hath no power. But they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and 
shall reign with him a thousand years.” There are three things packed into that one verse. 

First, these people are blessed and holy. They are not the lost. They are not the Christ 
rejecting crowd. They are not unregenerate sinners. They are those who took part in the first 
resurrection. That includes Christ the firstfruits. It includes the Church caught up at the 
Rapture. It includes the Tribulation martyrs when the Lord returns. It is a resurrection of the 
righteous, not the wicked. 

Second, the second death has no power on them. The lake of fire cannot touch them. Their 
destiny is sealed. Eternal life is theirs. They are safe forever. This is sonship. This is the 
unchangeable standing of every born again believer. 

Third, and this is the part that most Christians blow right past. They shall be priests of God 
and of Christ and shall reign with him a thousand years. Priests and kings. That is not 
metaphor. Revelation 1:6 and 5:10 already told you that God has made us kings and priests 
and that we shall reign on the earth. Revelation 20 simply shows when and where that 
kingship hits the ground. The Millennium is not just Christ on a throne. It is the saints on 
thrones under Him. 

 

III. A Literal Thousand Years Or Just Symbolic 

If you take the Bible seriously, you cannot dodge the literal thousand years that show up six 
times in Revelation 20. God did not stutter. Six times He said a thousand years. If He 
wanted to say a vague long time, He could have done that. He did not. He gave you a 
number and then anchored it to resurrection, judgment, and specific events like Satan 
being bound and then loosed. 

The Millennium is a literal period, after the Second Coming and before the Great White 
Throne. Satan is bound in the bottomless pit. Nations are forced to obey. The curse is rolled 
back. The wolf and the lamb lie down together. Long life is restored. Israel is restored to her 
land under the reign of David’s greater Son. This world sees what it looks like when 
Heaven’s King runs the show on earth. 

In that setting, resurrected believers are not floating around like ghosts. They are 
functioning in glorified bodies as administrators. They have real assignments. Real 
jurisdictions. Real responsibilities. Revelation 20:4 talks about “thrones” and those who sit 



on them. That is rulership. The Millennium is the training field put to use. It is where the 
Doctrine of Rewards becomes visible public structure. 

 

IV. Authority Based On Works – The Bible Does Not Hide It 

The idea that rulership is based on works is not hidden in some obscure corner. It is plain, 
blunt, and repeated. 

Second Timothy 2:12 says. “If we suffer, we shall also reign with him. If we deny him, he 
also will deny us.” That denial is not loss of salvation. It is denial of reward. Denial of 
rulership. You will not lose being a child. You will lose the chance to reign. 

Luke 19 lays it out in a parable. A nobleman leaves and gives his servants a pound each. 
When he comes back, he calls them to account. One turned the pound into ten. One into 
five. One hid it. The nobleman tells the first. “Have thou authority over ten cities.” He tells 
the second. “Be thou also over five cities.” He strips the pound from the third and gives it to 
the one who already had ten. Nobody lost sonship. They lost or gained cities. 

Matthew 25 shows you the same principle with talents. The faithful servants enter into “the 
joy of thy lord.” The unfaithful one is cast into outer darkness where there is weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. You can argue all day about the dispensational application, but the 
moral is clear. What you do with what God gives you determines whether you share in the 
joy of His kingdom administration or stand outside that inner circle with regret. 

Authority is always connected to works. Not works for salvation. Works after salvation. You 
are not saved by effort, but you are rewarded by effort. The King does not hand crowns and 
cities to people who never lifted a finger for Him. 

 

V. Kings In Training – This Age Is Boot Camp For The Next 

Christians like to complain about how hard it is down here. The pressures. The trials. The 
temptations. The spiritual warfare. They act like God is being unfair by letting them go 
through fire. The truth is exactly opposite. God is training you for a job that requires battle 
hardened character. You are not being prepared for a hammock. You are being prepared for 
a throne. 

Every time you deny the flesh and walk in the Spirit, you are learning to exercise authority 
over yourself. Every time you resist the world and stand with Scripture, you are learning to 
exercise authority over environment. Every time you submit to Christ in obedience, you are 



learning what it means to operate under authority so you can be trusted with authority. This 
life is leadership training. 

God is not going to hand you ten cities in the Millennium if He could not trust you with a 
Sunday school class, a prayer list, or your own thought life. He is not going to put you over a 
nation if you could not even rule your own temper. The Holy Ghost is not wasting these 
years. He is building something into you. Discipline. Faith. Persistence. Courage. All the 
qualities that a future ruler in Christ’s kingdom must have. 

 

VI. Different Levels Of Rulership – Not All Saints Are Equal In Authority 

Revelation 20:6 does not say every believer will have the same rank. It simply says those 
who have part in the first resurrection shall reign. Other passages reveal that the measure 
of that reign varies. Ten cities. Five cities. Crowns. Positions over nations. Sharing Christ’s 
throne. 

God is not running a spiritual commune where everybody gets the same size plot and the 
same size job no matter how they lived. He is running a kingdom. Kingdoms have structure, 
rank, chain of command, and levels of authority. Heaven is not socialism. It is righteous 
monarchy under the Lord Jesus Christ. 

You see this all through the promises to overcomers in Revelation 2 and 3. One believer is 
promised power over nations. Another is promised to sit with Christ in His throne. Others 
receive hidden manna, a white stone, a new name, special access. That is not language of 
flat equality. That is targeted reward for targeted faithfulness. 

Many believers will be in the kingdom as happy citizens, with glorified bodies and no fear of 
Hell, but with very little responsibility. Others will be in the inner circle of rulership, 
functioning as governors, judges, administrators, and representatives of the King. Same 
Father. Different inheritance. 

 

VII. Who Gets Real Authority – Characteristics Of Future Rulers 

The Bible gives you a pretty clear picture of the kind of believer God promotes. 

First, they are faithful in little things. Luke 16 says if you are not faithful in that which is 
least, you will not be trusted with the true riches. The believer who cannot be trusted with a 
small ministry, a small task, a hidden duty, or a humble role will not be trusted with cities. 



Second, they are willing to suffer for Christ. Second Timothy 2:12 ties reigning to suffering. 
If you caved every time the world frowned at you, if you sold out conviction for 
convenience, if you chose comfort instead of cross bearing, you can forget high rank. The 
Lord promotes those who stood their ground when it cost them friendships, money, 
reputation, or safety. 

Third, they walk in holiness. Hebrews 12 says without holiness no man shall see the Lord. 
You will be in Heaven by Christ’s holiness. You will be in the inner circle of rulership only if 
you walked in practical holiness. God is not going to put carnal, worldly, unseparated 
Christians in positions of visible authority in His kingdom. They will be there. They will not 
be running the show. 

Fourth, they finish their race. Paul did not take his reward for granted. He said he kept the 
faith and finished his course and then he said a crown was laid up. Some believers start 
well and finish in a ditch. You cannot expect reigning honors if you deserted the field 
halfway through your service. 

 

VIII. The Tragedy Of Wasted Opportunity – Saved But Not Promoted 

At the Judgment Seat of Christ, there will be a heartbreaking category of believers. They 
trusted Christ. Their sins were forgiven. They had the same Holy Spirit, the same Bible, the 
same open door to the throne of grace as anyone else. But they chose comfort. They chose 
the world. They chose compromise. They lived for this age instead of the next one. 

They will not be cast into Hell. They will not be thrown out of the kingdom. They will be 
saved yet so as by fire. Their works will burn. Their crowns will be few or non existent. Their 
authority will be minimal. They will watch others receive positions they could have had. 
They will see what they threw away for television, laziness, sin, or selfishness. 

You hear Christians say, half joking. “I do not care if I get any crowns. I will be happy just to 
be in Heaven.” That sounds humble. It is actually rebellious. It is a polite way of saying, “I do 
not care what my King wants. I do not care what job He saved me for. I just want my 
comfort.” God did not save you just to stash you in a corner of glory. He saved you to be 
conformed to the image of His Son and to share in His Son’s rule. 

 

IX. Rulership Is Not A Side Issue – It Is Central To God’s Plan 

From Genesis onward, rulership is at the heart of what God is doing with man. Adam was 
given dominion over the earth and lost it. Christ, the last Adam, regains it and shares it with 



His redeemed. Psalm 8 talks about man being crowned with glory and honor and given 
dominion over the works of God’s hands. Hebrews 2 applies that to Christ, but it does not 
exclude His body. 

Daniel 7 shows the Son of man receiving an everlasting dominion. Then it explicitly says the 
kingdom and dominion are given to the saints of the most High. Romans 8 ties our destiny 
to being glorified with Christ. First Corinthians 6 says we will judge the world and judge 
angels. Revelation ends with “they shall reign for ever and ever.” 

If you strip rulership out of your understanding of the Christian life, you have gutted half the 
New Testament. You are not just forgiven sinners wandering toward a vague Heaven. You 
are a royal priesthood in training for a specific job under a specific King during a specific 
thousand year reign that explodes into an eternal kingdom on a new earth. 

 

X. Why Grace And Works Do Not Clash Here 

Carnal minds like to pit grace and works against each other. Either salvation is by grace or 
everything is works. The Bible makes a clean distinction. Salvation is entirely by grace 
through faith without works. Rewards and rulership are entirely by works after salvation. 
There is no contradiction. You are not working to get into the family. You are working as a 
member of the family to be honored in the kingdom. 

Grace does not remove responsibility. It creates it. You were bought with a price. You are 
not your own. You are supposed to glorify God in body and spirit. The very fact that God 
gave you eternal security is what makes it possible for you to serve Him without fear of 
losing your soul. Your works cannot undo your salvation, but your laziness can absolutely 
undo your reward. 

Thinking that all believers will have the same experience in eternity just because they are all 
saved is religious socialism. It contradicts passages that speak about degrees of reward, 
degrees of glory, and specific crowns and positions given for specific forms of faithfulness. 
Grace gets you in the door. Works determine where you sit and what you do after you get in. 

 

XI. Practical Implications – How To Live Like A Future Ruler 

If Millennial rulership is based on works, then how should you live now? 

You should treat every act of obedience like on the job training. When you say no to sin, you 
are not just avoiding a spanking. You are building character that can handle authority. 
When you put up with mistreatment for Christ’s sake, you are not just suffering. You are 



proving that you will enforce righteousness without becoming bitter. When you give 
sacrificially to God’s work, you are not just filling a budget. You are proving that you will not 
be a greedy ruler in His kingdom. 

You should take the Judgment Seat seriously. Every day you are either building gold or 
stacking straw. Examine your motives. Correct your course. Say yes to God when the flesh 
screams no. The King is watching. He is writing. He is not going to ask your church for a 
performance review. He is keeping His own books. 

You should stop envying positions down here. The man who looks high up in a religious 
system today may be far below you in the kingdom if he served for applause instead of for 
Christ. Do not chase titles. Chase obedience. Obscurity now might mean promotion then. 
Celebrity now might mean demotion then. 

You should view trials differently. Instead of whining every time God lets you enter a hard 
season, see it as a test of your fitness to reign. If you cannot handle pressure as a private, 
you will not be made a general. Every storm is a leadership exercise. Every valley is a 
chance to learn how to comfort others later. Kings who have never suffered make harsh 
tyrants. Kings who have walked through fire with their Shepherd make wise rulers. 

 

XII. Conclusion – You Are Being Measured For A Throne 

Revelation 20:6 is not a decorative verse for prophecy charts. It is a blunt statement of your 
future. Blessed and holy. Part of the first resurrection. Immune from the second death. 
Priests of God and of Christ. Reigning with Him a thousand years. That is the calling. The 
question is not whether you will be there. If you are saved, you will. The question is what 
you will be doing when you are there. 

Authority in that kingdom is not handed out randomly. It is based on works. Based on 
faithfulness. Based on suffering. Based on obedience. Based on what you did with the gifts, 
opportunities, and truth Christ put into your hands. 

Right now you are being measured for a throne. You can squander that measurement by 
living for yourself, for the world, for comfort, and for temporary approval. Or you can live for 
the King who is coming. You can endure hardness as a good soldier. You can serve with a 
whole heart. You can finish your course and keep the faith. 

You have one short, fragile life to decide what kind of ruler you will be in Christ’s kingdom. 
Do not waste it. You are not just headed to Heaven. You are headed to a thousand year 
reign under the nail scarred King of kings. Live like it. 



 

 

16 of 20: THE DOCTRINE OF REWARDS – The Book of Remembrance 

Key Passage: Malachi 3:16–17 – “Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to 
another. And the Lord hearkened, and heard it. And a book of remembrance was 
written before him for them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon his name. And 
they shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels. And I 
will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him.” 

 

I. Introduction – The God Who Writes Everything Down 

One of the most sobering and thrilling truths in all of Scripture is that God is a record 
keeper. The modern Christian, intoxicated with emotions and allergic to accountability, 
likes to pretend that God’s grace wipes the slate clean in such a way that nothing else 
matters—not obedience, not sacrifice, not motives, not words, not loyalty. They treat divine 
forgiveness as a shredder that destroys every record of their existence except the fact they 
believed in Jesus. That may sound spiritual, but it is utterly foreign to the Bible. Grace 
removes your guilt, not your history. Salvation secures your soul, not your evaluation. 

Malachi 3 introduces a remarkable concept: a divine “Book of Remembrance.” It is not the 
Lamb’s Book of Life. It is not the Book of the Lost. It is not the Book of Judgment found in 
Revelation 20. This is a separate, special register written “for them that feared the Lord, and 
that thought upon his name.” God Himself listens to the conversations of His people, 
watches their thoughts, and personally orders a record to be written—not of their sins, but 
of their loyalty. This book is not about condemnation. It is about commendation. It is God’s 
record of faithfulness in the dark days when the world mocks righteousness and religious 
hypocrites corrupt worship. 

The Doctrine of Rewards cannot be understood without understanding this book. Because 
in order to reward His people righteously, God must keep perfect records. Heaven is not 
run by sentimental memory. It is run by perfect omniscience, perfect justice, and perfect 
bookkeeping. When the Judgment Seat of Christ unfolds, it will not be a vague recollection 
of your Christian life. It will be the revelation of every entry Heaven has stored in its 
archives—every motive, every word, every sacrifice, every hidden act of faithfulness 
recorded in the Book of Remembrance. 

 



II. The Setting of Malachi – Faithfulness in a Day of Compromise 

The context of Malachi is crucial. It is written in a time when Israel had grown cold, carnal, 
and careless. The priests were corrupt. Worship was polluted. The people were cynical. 
They argued with God, accused Him of injustice, and grumbled that serving Him was 
pointless. This was not an era filled with revival. It was an age of apathy. Yet in the middle of 
all that religious deadness, God notes something astonishing. There was a small remnant 
who still feared Him. They met. They talked. They encouraged one another. They kept His 
name in their conversations while everyone around them mocked holiness. 

This is exactly the environment we live in today. Apostasy is normal. Entertainment has 
replaced preaching. Popularity has replaced separation. Churches have exchanged the 
fear of God for fear of man. Professing Christians spend more time excusing sin than 
confessing it. Many have begun to ask, just like Israel did, “What profit is it that we have 
kept his ordinance?” Malachi speaks to the believer who remains faithful when faithfulness 
seems foolish. The Book of Remembrance is God’s answer to every discouraged saint who 
wonders if their effort matters in a world hostile to truth. 

God is watching the minority that still fears His name. He hears the quiet conversations of 
those who encourage one another to stay faithful. He listens when you refuse to join the 
complainers and choose instead to exalt His character. He sees every small act of 
reverence when nobody else cares. Malachi reveals that God treasures faithfulness 
especially when the majority has abandoned it. That is why He writes it down. In a world 
where men despise righteousness, God preserves a record of those who still honor Him. 

 

III. God Listening – The Lord Hearkened and Heard It 

Malachi 3:16 says, “The Lord hearkened, and heard it.” That is not figurative language. It 
means God bends His ear. He pays attention. He notices. He listens actively when His 
people talk about Him with reverence. The God who made galaxies inclines Himself to hear 
two believers discussing His goodness. He is not indifferent to your devotion. He is not 
distant from your conversations. Heaven is not silent. Heaven is attentive. 

The world believes their filthy words vanish into thin air. They think nobody hears them 
curse the Lord, mock Scripture, criticize the righteous, or indulge in blasphemous speech. 
But Matthew 12:36 says every idle word shall be judged. If the wicked man's words are 
recorded for judgment, how much more are the righteous man’s words recorded for 
reward? God hears both—but He delights in one. 



When believers speak often to one another about the Lord, when they encourage each 
other, when they uphold His name, when they build one another up in faith, Heaven takes 
notes. Your conversations in the car, in your home, in your private messages, in your 
fellowship—if they honor the Lord—they echo beyond earth. They are recorded. Not 
because God needs a reminder, but because God intends to reward what others never saw. 

It is one thing to fear God when revival is sweeping the land. It is another thing to fear God 
when everyone else is asleep spiritually. God records the latter with special care. He looks 
for those who stand for Him when the temple is corrupt, the priests are compromised, and 
the people are questioning His justice. Faithfulness is never unnoticed. Every word of 
reverence is heard. 

 

IV. Thinking Upon His Name – The Judgment of Thoughts 

Malachi says the book is written for those “that thought upon his name.” That means God 
does not merely record outward acts. He records inward meditations. This is where the 
Doctrine of Rewards becomes terrifyingly personal. The Judgment Seat of Christ will not 
only reveal what you did outwardly. It will reveal what you thought inwardly. First 
Corinthians 4:5 says God “will make manifest the counsels of the hearts.” That means 
motives. Intentions. Thought-life. Private attitudes. Hidden desires. The Book of 
Remembrance contains the spiritual atmosphere of your mind. 

You might fool your pastor. You might fool your spouse. You might fool your church. But you 
cannot fake your meditations. God sees what nobody else sees. He sees whether you think 
about Him or ignore Him. He sees whether you meditate on Scripture or secular junk. He 
sees whether your heart warms toward Christ or drifts after the world. Your words reveal 
your priorities to others. Your thoughts reveal your priorities to God. 

Thinking upon His name is not a mystical exercise. It is choosing to keep God in your mind 
when distractions pull you away. It is choosing to meditate on His promises instead of your 
fears. It is disciplining your mind when temptations try to invade. It is valuing His name 
enough to give Him mental attention. Heaven records this not because God needs the 
data, but because He intends to reward every moment you set Him before your face. 

The modern Christian spends hours thinking about news, entertainment, politics, gossip, 
and earthly concerns. But the saints God writes about are those who keep Him at the 
center of their thought-life. They meditate on His character. They remember His works. 
They think about His promises. They reflect on His Word. Those thoughts are not trivial. 
They are recorded. And one day they will translate into reward. 



 

V. Written Before Him – A Permanent Heavenly Record 

The book is written “before him”—in His presence. That means the record is permanent, 
preserved, and kept in the full light of God’s throne. Nothing can erase it. Nothing can alter 
it. Nothing can corrupt it. It is kept in the presence of the King. This is not a symbolic 
gesture. This is literal documentation in the court of Heaven. 

If God writes something down, it is eternal. If God preserves something, it will outlast the 
stars. If God stores a record in His presence, it will reappear at the Judgment Seat. 
Believers who think their service is unnoticed are wrong. Believers who think they labor in 
obscurity are wrong. Believers who fear their sacrifices are forgotten are wrong. Every 
prayer. Every offering. Every tear. Every act of obedience. Every moment of loyalty. Every 
thought of reverence. Every word that honored Him. All of it is written. 

Some believers fear that God records their failures. He does not. Your sins are forgiven. 
Your iniquities are remembered no more. What He records now are your works, your 
devotion, your obedience, your loyalty, your love. The Book of Remembrance is not a threat. 
It is a treasure. It is the heavenly archive of your faithfulness. 

 

VI. “They Shall Be Mine” – God’s Public Claim of His Faithful Ones 

Malachi 3:17 delivers an extraordinary promise. God says, “They shall be mine… in that day 
when I make up my jewels.” That day refers to the day of His appearing. The day when He 
publicly displays His treasured possession. The day when He gathers the saints and 
rewards them openly for their devotion. This is not adoption. They were already His 
children. This is recognition. This is honor. This is Christ displaying His faithful servants 
before the universe. 

God calls them His “jewels.” Not His coins. Not His tools. Not His property. His jewels. That 
means beauty. Value. Rarity. Preciousness. These are saints who shone in a dark 
generation. Saints who feared God when others feared man. Saints who honored His name 
when others blasphemed. Saints who encouraged each other when others discouraged. 
Saints who meditated on the Lord when others indulged in carnality. 

Just like a jeweler hand-picks stones for a crown, God hand-picks saints whose faithfulness 
has been recorded in the Book of Remembrance. These are the believers whose loyalty 
becomes visible reward at the Judgment Seat. They will shine differently. They will stand 
differently. They will carry authority differently. Not every saint becomes a jewel. Every saint 
is saved, but only the faithful become ornaments of King Jesus. 



 

VII. The Book and the Judgment Seat – Perfect Records for Perfect Rewards 

People ask how the Judgment Seat of Christ will work. Will we watch a movie of our lives? 
Will we remember everything we forgot? Will we be embarrassed? Malachi gives the key: 
God already has a book. Not of sins—that was settled at Calvary. But of works. Of thoughts. 
Of motives. Of sacrifices. Of conversations. This is the raw material used at the Judgment 
Seat. 

Second Corinthians 5:10 says every believer “must appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ” to receive the things done in the body. First Corinthians 3 says the fire will try every 
man’s work. The question then is: How does God judge fairly? Simple. He keeps records. 
He documents motives. He records conversations. He preserves thoughts. He writes down 
faithfulness. He does not forget anything that was done for Him. 

At the Judgment Seat, the Book of Remembrance is not used to determine salvation. It is 
used to determine reward. Your position in the Millennium. Your authority. Your crowns. 
Your inheritance. Your cities. Your proximity to Christ. Your experience of glory. All of that is 
rooted in the records God has kept. You are not building eternity blindly. You are building it 
entry by entry in the Book of Remembrance. 

 

VIII. The Book and the Hidden Life – God Rewards What Men Never Saw 

The Book of Remembrance highlights a profound truth: God especially records what men 
never notice. Jesus said the Father who sees in secret will reward openly. That means the 
unseen life shapes the eternal life more than the public one. The prayers nobody heard. The 
offerings nobody applauded. The obedience nobody recognized. The self-control nobody 
saw. The kindness nobody thanked. These are the entries God cherishes. 

A man may preach a great sermon and receive applause, but Heaven may record little if his 
motive was pride. A mother may labor daily in hidden sacrifice and receive no applause, yet 
Heaven may record volumes because she did it as unto the Lord. A believer may endure 
persecution silently without defending himself, and God records every moment because it 
honored Christ. The unseen life is where eternal reward is shaped. 

God does not reward talent. He rewards faithfulness. Talent impresses crowds. 
Faithfulness impresses God. The richest entries in the Book of Remembrance are often 
from saints who felt unnoticed, unimportant, and unseen. They were not unseen. They 
were seen by God, heard by God, and written before God. 



 

IX. The Book and the Fear of the Lord – A Forgotten Virtue 

The Book of Remembrance is specifically for “them that feared the Lord.” Fear of God is 
almost extinct in modern Christianity. People fear losing followers. Fear losing popularity. 
Fear upsetting their denomination. Fear offending the world. But they do not fear God. They 
treat Him like a buddy instead of a King. They treat His Word like a suggestion instead of a 
sword. They treat His holiness like a mood instead of a reality. 

The saints God writes about are not casual with Him. They revere Him. They respect Him. 
They speak of Him with weight in their voice. They do not use His name lightly. They do not 
serve Him half-heartedly. They do not treat worship like a hobby. They fear Him. Not in 
terror, but in awe. Not as slaves, but as sons who tremble at the thought of dishonoring 
their Father. 

Isaiah 66:2 says God looks to the one who is poor, contrite, and trembles at His Word. That 
is the heart Heaven records. God does not write down performances. He writes down 
reverence. He does not record shallow piety. He records genuine fear of His name. The fear 
of the Lord does not hinder service. It purifies it. It removes hypocrisy. It strengthens 
commitment. It elevates obedience. When a believer fears God, their life becomes worthy 
of the Book of Remembrance. 

 

X. The Book and Spiritual Conversations – What You Talk About Matters 

Modern Christians talk about everything except God. They talk about sports, politics, 
entertainment, personal drama, and worldly concerns for hours, but struggle to say three 
sentences about Scripture. Malachi highlights a rare group who “spake often one to 
another” and the Lord listened. God writes down spiritual conversations. He values them. 
He treasures them. They are marks of loyalty. 

When you talk about Christ, it reveals where your heart is. Jesus said, “Out of the 
abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.” If you never speak of Him, it means He is not 
abundant in your heart. If you speak of Him often, it means He fills your mind. God listens 
to believers who talk about Him because it proves they think about Him. The Book of 
Remembrance includes conversations that honored Christ, that encouraged saints, that 
defended truth, and that exalted His name. 

Some Christians imagine their discussions are meaningless. But Heaven hears. When you 
send a message of encouragement, Heaven hears. When you uplift a discouraged brother, 



Heaven records it. When you honor Christ in a world that dishonors Him, Heaven writes it 
down. These are the moments that shape eternal reward. 

 

XI. The Book and Motives – Pure Intention Matters More Than Visible Works 

The Book of Remembrance includes not only thoughts and words, but motives. First 
Corinthians 4:5 says God will judge “the hidden things of darkness” and reveal “the 
counsels of the hearts.” That means why you did something matters as much as what you 
did. A man may perform great works publicly, but Heaven may record nothing because the 
motive was corrupt. Another may perform small works quietly, but Heaven may record 
much because the motive was pure. 

Motives are the difference between gold and hay in God’s ledger. Pride turns good deeds 
into straw. Hypocrisy turns ministry into rubble. Self-promotion turns sacrifice into waste. 
But love for Christ turns small acts into jewels. Reverence turns obedience into treasure. 
Humility turns service into gold. God sees not only the hand that serves, but the heart that 
moves the hand. 

The Book of Remembrance is not a ledger of accomplishments. It is a ledger of motives 
expressed through obedience. That is why the fire of First Corinthians 3 burns away wood, 
hay, and stubble. They are works done with the wrong heart. Only works flowing from a 
heart aligned with Christ become gold, silver, and precious stones. 

 

XII. The Book and Faithfulness in Mundane Places 

Some Christians imagine the only works God values are the dramatic ones—preaching to 
crowds, standing against nations, or performing great miracles. But the Book of 
Remembrance highlights everyday faithfulness. Those who feared the Lord did not rebuild a 
temple. They did not slay giants. They did not confront kings. They simply spoke often to 
one another about God in a time when others mocked Him. That was enough for God to 
write it down. 

Daily devotion is not small in Heaven’s eyes. The mundane obedience of reading your Bible, 
praying with sincerity, resisting temptation, showing mercy, working honestly, enduring 
trials, helping quietly, or serving in unnoticed roles—these are the moments God records. 
The world sees nothing. Heaven sees everything. 

Christ does not reward talent or fame. He rewards faithfulness. A poor widow’s two mites 
are written down. A cup of cold water given in His name is remembered. A faithful servant 



who labors unseen is honored. A believer who prays for others in private is recorded. You 
do not need a spotlight to enter the Book of Remembrance. You just need loyalty. 

 

XIII. The Book and Encouragement for the Weary Saint 

Many believers labor in environments where nobody appreciates them. Their family mocks 
them. Their coworkers ignore them. Their church overlooks them. Their sacrifices seem 
forgotten. Malachi was written for them. God says, “I heard you. I saw you. I wrote it down.” 
No faithful act is wasted. Every tear shed for Christ is captured. Every lonely stand for truth 
is preserved. Every unrecognized sacrifice is recorded. 

The world may laugh. Your flesh may doubt. The devil may whisper that you wasted your 
life. But Heaven has a book filled with entries the world never saw. Your record is safe. Your 
reward is coming. Christ does not need men to validate you. He has validated you Himself 
by writing your devotion into His Book of Remembrance. 

 

XIV. The Book and Final Evaluation – Your Life Will Be Read Out Loud 

One day, your life will be reviewed in the presence of Christ. Not for salvation—that was 
settled at Calvary. But for reward. For inheritance. For authority in the kingdom. For crowns. 
When Christ opens your record, the Book of Remembrance will speak. Thoughts you forgot 
will be displayed. Words you thought insignificant will reappear. Sacrifices you thought 
nobody saw will shine. Loyalty you felt went unnoticed will be honored. 

This is not meant to terrify the faithful. It is meant to honor them. The Judgment Seat of 
Christ is not a courtroom of condemnation. It is a courtroom of compensation. Every entry 
in the Book of Remembrance becomes fuel for reward. You are not living blindly. You are 
writing eternity every day. 

 

XV. Conclusion – Your Life Is Being Written in Heaven Today 

The Doctrine of Rewards rests on one foundational truth: God keeps records. He writes 
down every expression of loyalty. Every thought of His name. Every conversation of 
reverence. Every moment of fear toward Him. Every sacrifice done for His glory. Every 
motive aligned with His will. You are being written into Heaven’s history book. Not for 
judgment, but for honor. 



The Book of Remembrance proves that faithfulness is never wasted. God sees what nobody 
else sees. God hears what nobody else hears. God remembers what everyone else forgets. 
And one day, Christ will open the book, call your name, display your record, and reward you 
openly for everything He wrote down. 

You are writing eternity now—one thought, one word, one act at a time. Live like Heaven is 
taking notes. Because it is. 

 

 

17 of 20: THE DOCTRINE OF REWARDS – The Reward of Faith 
Key Passage: Hebrews 11:6 – “But without faith it is impossible to please him, for he 
that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that 
diligently seek him.” 

 

I. Introduction – No Faith, No Reward 

If you strip the Christian life down to the bare studs, underneath every act that pleases God 
you will find one thing beating like a living heart: faith. Not talent, not discipline, not 
charisma, not education, not religious heritage. Faith. God does not begin with your works. 
He begins with your belief. He does not start by weighing what you did. He starts by asking 
why you did it and what you believed about Him when you did it. Hebrews 11:6 does not 
merely say that faith is important. It says without faith it is impossible to please Him. That 
does not mean it is difficult. It means it cannot be done. 

You can be busy in ministry, active in church, loaded with good works, and still not please 
God if those works are not rooted in faith. You can be moral, conservative, generous, and 
respected by men and still leave Heaven unimpressed if faith is missing at the core. The 
doctrine of rewards does not begin at the Judgment Seat. It begins in the heart where faith 
either lives or is absent. Rewards are not simply given for what you did. They are given for 
what you did because you believed God and took Him seriously. 

Hebrews 11:6 does not simply say that God exists. It says you must believe that He is and 
that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him. Faith does not merely acknowledge 
God. It expects God to respond. It does not just nod at His existence like a vague idea. It 
treats Him as a living Person who sees, who hears, who keeps books, and who pays out in 
His own time. If you do not believe that God rewards, you will not live like someone who is 
investing in eternity. You may be saved, but you will limp into the Judgment Seat with very 
little to show for it. 



 

II. Faith and Salvation – Foundation, Not Decoration 

Before you can talk about reward, you have to settle salvation. Faith is the only way into the 
family of God. The sinner is saved by grace through faith, not of works. Faith is the empty 
hand that receives Christ. It is not an achievement. It is a surrender. It is trusting what God 
said about your sin and His Son. You do not work your way into the Lamb's Book of Life. You 
believe your way in. 

That saving faith is once for all. The moment you trust Christ's blood and resurrection, you 
are justified. Your sins are washed. Your record is cleared. You are sealed by the Spirit. Your 
standing is fixed. Nothing in the doctrine of rewards adds to or subtracts from that. No 
amount of works can improve your justification and no amount of failure can nullify it. Faith 
at Calvary settles your destiny forever. 

However, saving faith is not the end of faith. It is the beginning. Many Christians treat 
salvation like a ticket punched at the station and then they wander through life with no 
thought of what comes next. The Bible does not treat faith as a one time event that gets you 
out of Hell and then retires. It treats faith as the operating system of the new life. The same 
God who saved you by faith intends to reward you on the basis of faith. Your eternal destiny 
is secured by faith. Your eternal reward is measured by faith in action. 

 

III. Faith and Reward – God Is Not Indifferent 

Hebrews 11:6 attaches two truths together. First, God is. Second, God is a rewarder. Many 
people are content with the first half. They acknowledge that God exists. They tip their hat 
to the idea of a Creator. They talk vaguely about providence. But they live like practical 
atheists, as if God is distant and uninterested in the details of their daily decisions. The 
verse does not call that faith. It calls faith what believes that God is and that He is a 
rewarder of them that diligently seek Him. 

God is not neutral about how you live. He is not an academic observer watching a spiritual 
experiment. He is a rewarder. That word means He pays wages. He compensates. He 
responds. He honors those who honor Him. He does not reward everyone equally. He 
rewards those who diligently seek Him. That is effort. That is pursuit. That is intentionality. 
Reward is not arbitrary. It is tied directly to faith that moves. 

If you do not believe God rewards, you will not diligently seek Him. You may attend church. 
You may avoid scandal. You may wear the uniform. But you will not chase Him. You will not 
press in when it costs you. You will not sacrifice for something you do not believe is real. 



God rewards those who take Him seriously enough to rearrange their lives around His 
promises. Every time you act on what He said, you are laying up reward. 

 

IV. Faith – The Invisible Engine Behind Visible Works 

The doctrine of rewards is not a cold ledger of visible deeds. It is based on the invisible 
engine driving those deeds. Two Christians can perform the exact same action, in the same 
place, at the same time, and receive completely different evaluation at the Judgment Seat. 
Why? Because one acted in faith and the other acted in flesh. God does not reward 
performance. He rewards trust expressed in obedience. 

Faith is not a feeling. It is not spiritual optimism. It is a decision to treat God's Word as more 
real than what you see, feel, or fear. When God says something, faith says, "That settles it. I 
will act accordingly." When God promises something, faith says, "I will stake my decisions 
on that promise even if circumstances scream the opposite." Faith pushes you to obey 
when obedience looks costly and to endure when endurance looks stupid to the world. 

That is why Hebrews 11 is not a chapter of abstract doctrines. It is a record of people who 
did something because they believed God. Abel offered. Enoch walked. Noah built. 
Abraham went. Moses refused and chose. They did not sit in a corner saying, "I believe in 
God" as a bare statement. They pinned their lives to what He said. Every act listed in that 
chapter is a visible expression of invisible faith. That is what receives reward. 

 

V. Hebrews 11 – God’s Hall of Faith and the Doctrine of Rewards 

Hebrews 11 is often called the Hall of Faith. It is not a museum where you admire spiritual 
heroes from a distance. It is a courtroom where God presents evidence of what He 
rewards. Over and over it says, "By faith..." and then it lists specific actions. These people 
are not commended simply for believing something privately. They are commended for 
believing God so much that their lives were rearranged. 

Look at Abel. He offered a more excellent sacrifice than Cain. God accepted it and still 
uses his act as a testimony. That is reward. Look at Enoch. He walked with God in a 
perverse age and was translated that he should not see death. That is reward. Look at 
Noah. He built an ark when nobody had seen rain, condemned the world, and became heir 
of the righteousness that is by faith. That is reward. 

Abraham left his country without knowing where he was going. He lived in tents because he 
believed in a city whose builder and maker is God. Sarah received strength to conceive 



because she judged Him faithful who had promised. Moses turned his back on Egypt’s 
treasures and chose affliction with the people of God because he esteemed the reproach 
of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt. Over and over, the pattern is the same. 
God shows you what He delights in. Faith that acts. Faith that refuses the world. Faith that 
obeys when there is nothing to lean on but the promise. 

 

VI. Faith vs. Sight – The Conflict That Decides Reward 

The greatest enemy of faith is not reason. It is sight. Second Corinthians 5 says we walk by 
faith, not by sight. Flesh wants proof. Flesh wants comfort. Flesh wants guarantees in this 
life. Faith is willing to look like a fool temporarily because it believes God permanently. 
Every time you face a decision, you are standing between those two forces. Sight says, 
"Protect yourself." Faith says, "Obey God." Sight says, "Stack up treasures here." Faith says, 
"Lay up treasures in Heaven." Sight says, "Blend in." Faith says, "Come out and be 
separate." 

Most Christians lose reward not because they deny Christ openly, but because they quietly 
choose sight over faith. They make decisions based solely on finances, convenience, 
safety, or popularity and never stop to ask what God said. You cannot expect to stand in the 
line of Hebrews 11 while living in the fear of missing out. Those saints never saw the full 
payout in this life. They died in faith, not having received the promises, but believing God 
anyway. 

When you choose faith over sight, you are writing an entry in Heaven's record. You are 
saying to God, "I trust You more than what I see." That is what pleases Him. That is what He 
rewards. Every time you let sight dictate your obedience, you are telling God, "I trust 
circumstances more than I trust You." Do not expect the Judgment Seat to be generous 
toward a life run by sight. 

 

VII. Faith and Motives – Why You Did It Matters 

Faith is not only what you believe. It is also why you act. Hebrews 11:6 says the one who 
comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder. The motive is built into the 
verse. You come to God believing that He responds, that He notices, that He rewards. That 
is not selfishness. That is obedience. God Himself insists that you treat Him as a rewarder. 
Ignoring that is unbelief disguised as humility. 

Motives matter because God is not a vending machine. He does not pay out just because 
you want things. Faith is not name it and claim it. Faith says, "God, I take You at Your Word. I 



will seek You because You said You reward those who seek You." The focus is God, not the 
prize. You obey because He is worthy. You sacrifice because He is faithful. You endure 
because He is true. The reward is His promise, not your demand. 

When you fast, pray, or give merely to be seen by men, Christ said you have your reward 
already. There will be nothing waiting for you in Heaven. Why? Because the motive was 
wrong. It was not faith. It was performance. But when you give, serve, or obey because you 
believe God sees in secret and you care about His opinion more than man's, that is faith. 
That motive will be rewarded openly. 

 

VIII. Faith and Diligence – Casual Seekers Do Not Get Full Reward 

The verse does not say God rewards those who occasionally think about Him. It says He is 
a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him. Diligence is not occasional interest. It is 
persistent pursuit. It is showing up when you do not feel like it. It is seeking God when He 
seems silent. It is obeying when you see no immediate payoff. Casual Christianity does not 
earn serious reward. 

Diligence is evidence of faith. You do not keep seeking a God you do not believe will 
respond. You do not keep praying if you believe nobody hears. You do not keep sacrificing if 
you think it is pointless. The very fact that you keep going proves you believe God is there 
and that He keeps accounts. Diligence is faith stretched over time. God rewards that. 

Too many believers are spiritually lazy. They give God leftovers. Leftover time, leftover 
energy, leftover attention. They expect Heaven to pour out rich reward in response to 
crumbs. God saves lazily seeking people if they believe the gospel, but He does not richly 
reward lazy Christians. The Judgment Seat will not be a shock because God did not warn 
us. It will be a shock because we refused to take verses like Hebrews 11:6 seriously. 

 

IX. Faith Under Fire – When Reward Is Multiplied 

Faith costs the most when circumstances are worst. That is when reward is multiplied. 
Anybody can speak well of God when the sun is shining and the bank account is full. Real 
faith shows up when you are sick, broke, betrayed, isolated, or misunderstood. In those 
moments, God is not simply watching what you do. He is watching what you believe about 
Him. 

Job said, "Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him." That is faith. The three Hebrew children 
told the king that God was able to deliver them, but that even if He did not, they would not 



bow. That is faith. Those are the kinds of decisions that shake Hell and fill Heaven's record 
books. When you worship God under pressure, when you obey under threat, when you 
refuse to compromise under fire, you are storing up reward that will dwarf anything you lost 
here. 

The Devil will try to convince you that faith under fire is pointless. He whispers that God has 
forgotten you, that there is no payout, that obedience is foolish. He wants you to measure 
everything by immediate comfort, not eternal reward. The antidote is Hebrews 11:6. You 
remind yourself who God is and what He promised. You tell your fear, "He is and He is a 
rewarder." Then you keep going. 

 

X. Faith and Specific Promises – Not Vague Positivity 

Biblical faith is not vague spirituality. It is anchored to specific promises from a specific 
God in a specific Book. The saints in Hebrews 11 did not believe random religious ideas. 
They believed what God said. Noah believed God's warning about a coming flood. Abraham 
believed God's promise about a land and a seed. Moses believed God's promise about 
Israel's deliverance. They were not inventing their own dreams and asking God to endorse 
them. They were responding to what He had already spoken. 

If you want faith that God rewards, you need to fill your mind with His Word. You cannot 
believe what you do not know. You cannot stand on promises you never read. You cannot 
claim truth you never studied. Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God. That 
is not a slogan. It is the pipeline. If you starve yourself of Scripture, you will starve your faith. 
When faith is weak, obedience will wobble, and reward will shrink. 

This is why the Devil works so hard to keep Christians away from their Bibles. He does not 
mind you being emotional. He minds you being grounded. He does not fear your feelings. 
He fears your faith anchored in Scripture. Every verse you believe enough to act on 
becomes part of your eternal portfolio. 

 

XI. Faith and the Judgment Seat – How It Will Look That Day 

At the Judgment Seat of Christ, you will not stand there with your baptism certificate, your 
church attendance record, or your spiritual résumé and hand them to the Lord like you are 
applying for a job. He will look at your works through the fire of His eyes and measure how 
much of it was rooted in faith. Good deeds done in unbelief will burn. Impressive ministries 
built on compromise and human wisdom will collapse into rubble. Only what was built on 
faith in His Word will survive. 



When Christ evaluates your life, He will not ask what you accomplished in the eyes of men. 
He will ask how much you trusted Him when nobody was watching. He will not ask how 
large your platform was. He will ask how willing you were to obey His commands at any 
cost. He will not measure your success by numbers, budgets, or applause. He will measure 
it by faithfulness. Without faith it is impossible to please Him, and without pleasing Him 
there is no true reward. 

This should not discourage you. It should free you. You do not have to be a celebrity to earn 
eternal reward. You do not need a pulpit. You do not need a title. You do not need to be 
known. You just need to trust God and act on that trust day after day. The smallest saint 
who lives by faith may outrank the biggest name in modern Christianity at the Judgment 
Seat. 

 

XII. The Tragedy of Faithless Christianity – Saved, But No Smile 

There is a tragic kind of Christian life that Heaven will expose one day. It is the life that 
believed God just enough to be saved, but not enough to be transformed. This believer 
trusted Christ to keep them out of Hell, but did not trust Him enough to obey when 
obedience was costly. They clung to their own wisdom, their own comfort, their own fears, 
and their own plans. They were genuine children, but little else. 

Such a believer will stand before Christ with eternal life secured yet very little reward. They 
will be saved, yet so as by fire. They will realize that they wasted decades living as if God 
was not a rewarder. They will understand too late that they traded faith for convenience. 
God will wipe away their tears in eternity, but the loss will be real. They will have eternal joy, 
yes, but not the full inheritance they could have had. 

The doctrine of rewards is God’s way of pleading with you now: do not be that believer. Do 
not be content to merely escape Hell. Live a life that gives Heaven something to commend. 
Live by faith. 

 

XIII. What Rewarding Faith Looks Like In Daily Life 

So what does rewarding faith look like on a Tuesday morning, not just in a sermon? 

It looks like a man opening his Bible before he opens his phone because he believes God's 
words are more important than the world’s noise. It looks like a woman choosing honesty at 
work even when a lie would protect her paycheck because she believes God honors 
integrity. It looks like a teenager walking away from a compromising situation because he 



believes God sees and will honor that stand. It looks like a family giving sacrificially to 
missions or ministry because they believe God can supply all their need. It looks like a 
lonely believer refusing to date outside the will of God because they believe obedience is 
better than temporary companionship. 

None of those scenes will make headlines on earth. But Heaven is watching. Every such 
act is faith in motion. Every such choice is a vote for the reality of God and His reward. 
Every such moment is a deposit in your eternal account. 

 

XIV. Conclusion – Believe That He Is, And Live Like He Rewards 

Hebrews 11:6 is not a sweet refrigerator verse. It is a verdict. Without faith, it is impossible 
to please Him. Not unlikely. Impossible. You can be active, respected, and busy, and still 
fail to please God if your life is not rooted in trusting Him. On the other hand, you can be 
obscure, weak, and unnoticed by men, and yet thrill the heart of God because you believe 
what He said and act on it. 

Faith is the foundation of eternal reward. You were saved by faith in Christ’s finished work. 
You will be rewarded for faith that continued to trust Him enough to obey. God is. That is 
settled. The only question is whether you will live like He is a rewarder of them that 
diligently seek Him. If you do, eternity will show it. 

One day, when you stand before the Lord Jesus Christ, you will not regret one moment you 
chose faith over fear, obedience over comfort, and sacrifice over self. You will only wish you 
had trusted Him more. So while you still have breath, believe God and live like it. Your 
reward depends on it. 

 

 

18 of 20: THE DOCTRINE OF REWARDS – The Law of Sowing and Reaping 
Key Passage: Galatians 6:7–9 – “Be not deceived. God is not mocked. For whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh 
reap corruption. But he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. 
And let us not be weary in well doing. For in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.” 

 

I. Introduction – A Law Older Than the Universe 



Long before Moses gave Israel the Law, before Adam tilled the ground, before Eden even 
grew its first leaf, God established a universal principle that governs everything from 
agriculture to angels: you reap what you sow. It is not a suggestion. It is not a spiritual 
metaphor. It is a law, as real as gravity and as unavoidable as death. Galatians 6 does not 
introduce the principle—it reinforces it. It does not soften it. It does not hide it behind 
theological niceties. It declares it with the bluntness of a hammer: be not deceived. God is 
not mocked. 

Modern Christianity is filled with deception regarding this truth. Many believers imagine 
they can live in the flesh, indulge their appetites, sow compromise, sow selfishness, sow 
carnality, and somehow magically reap a harvest of holiness, fruitfulness, and reward. They 
treat the Judgment Seat as a surprise birthday party where everyone receives the same gift 
regardless of what they planted. Paul shatters that fantasy. Whatever you sow, you will 
reap. No exceptions. No loopholes. No bypass by grace. Salvation may be free, but rewards 
are harvested. 

This law is not punitive. It is protective. God is not looking to trap you. He is showing you 
how to build eternity. Every choice is a seed. Every sacrifice is a seed. Every act of 
obedience is a seed. Every dollar given, every hour served, every temptation resisted, every 
kindness shown, every prayer whispered—each one drops into God’s field. Nothing planted 
in the Spirit ever dies. Nothing sown for Christ ever disappears. The harvest may be 
delayed, but it is never denied. 

 

II. “Be Not Deceived” – The Warning That Exposes the Lie 

Paul begins with a warning because deception is common. Believers deceive themselves 
into thinking sowing and reaping is a worldly law but not a spiritual one. They deceive 
themselves into thinking God overlooks the seed if the intention was good. They deceive 
themselves into thinking they can plant disobedience and harvest blessing. They deceive 
themselves into thinking they can sow sparingly and reap abundantly. They deceive 
themselves into thinking they can coast through the Christian life and still stand tall at the 
Judgment Seat of Christ. 

But Paul says, “Be not deceived.” That means the danger is real. The flesh whispers lies. 
The world whispers lies. Weak preaching whispers lies. But Scripture shouts the truth: God 
is not mocked. You may mock His patience. You may mock His commands. You may mock 
His warnings. But you will never mock His justice. You will reap what you sow. 

This is not harshness. It is holiness. God refuses to reward what He did not authorize. He 
refuses to bless what He did not command. He refuses to invert His own moral universe. 



 

III. The Nature of Seed – Small, Silent, and Persistent 

Seed always looks insignificant. A seed does not look like a harvest. It does not look 
important. It does not make noise. It disappears in the ground. That is why believers 
underestimate their decisions. They think small obedience does not matter. Small giving 
does not matter. Small sacrifices do not matter. Small acts of service do not matter. But 
seed never looks like the harvest it will become. 

Your life today is the harvest of seeds you planted years ago. Your spiritual strength or 
weakness is the result of choices made in secret. Your spiritual authority, sensitivity, peace, 
or lack thereof—all of it was planted somewhere. Seed produces. Seed multiplies. Seed 
works while you sleep. 

Spiritually, the same is true. Every time you read your Bible when tired, you sow seed. Every 
time you refuse temptation, you sow seed. Every dollar given in faith, every act of 
compassion, every hour spent serving, every prayer uttered in faith—all of it is seed. 
Heaven sees. Heaven records. Heaven multiplies. 

And one day at the Judgment Seat, Heaven harvests. 

 

IV. Sowing to the Flesh – The Field of Corruption 

Paul says, “He that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption.” That is not a 
maybe. It is a guarantee. Sowing to the flesh means investing in self, comfort, sin, ego, and 
carnal desires. It means feeding what Christ died to kill. It means pouring fertilizer on the 
very nature you're supposed to crucify. And God says the harvest is corruption. 

Corruption is decay. Ruin. Loss. Wasted time. Wasted opportunities. Wasted potential. 
Wasted reward. You cannot sow to the flesh and expect fruit of the Spirit. You cannot live 
for entertainment and expect spiritual depth. You cannot sow laziness and reap diligence. 
You cannot sow compromise and reap crowns. The flesh corrupts everything it touches. 

The most tragic part? Many Christians are shocked when their spiritual life collapses. They 
are shocked when their marriages suffer. Shocked when their ministries dry up. Shocked 
when their children drift. Shocked when their joy disappears. But it is not mysterious. They 
planted the wrong seed. God is not mocked. 

 

V. Sowing to the Spirit – The Field of Eternal Life 



“He that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.” This does not mean 
salvation. It means spiritual harvest—fruit, reward, eternal dividends. When you sow to the 
Spirit, you're investing in things Heaven values. You're building with gold, silver, precious 
stones. You're laboring for eternity. 

Sowing to the Spirit means: 

• Obeying God when nobody sees 
• Serving others when there is no applause 
• Giving sacrificially when it stretches you 
• Praying when you're exhausted 
• Forgiving when your flesh wants revenge 
• Witnessing when you're afraid 
• Standing when others bow 

These are seeds the flesh hates but the Spirit honors. They do not feel like much in the 
moment. But Heaven sees the seed. Heaven owns the field. Heaven controls the weather. 
Heaven manages the harvest. Your job is to sow. God’s job is to multiply. 

 

VI. The Economy of Heaven – God Pays with Interest 

When Jesus said, “Great is your reward in heaven,” He meant it. God does not reward 
minimally. He rewards extravagantly. When He sees a believer sowing faithfully, He 
compounds it. The harvest you receive in eternity will far outweigh the sacrifice you planted 
on earth. God never returns seed in equal measure. He returns it multiplied—thirtyfold, 
sixtyfold, a hundredfold. 

Consider giving. Jesus said even a cup of cold water given in His name receives reward. 
Consider prayer. He said the Father who sees in secret rewards openly. Consider 
persecution. The more you endure, the greater the reward. Consider suffering for 
righteousness’ sake. He promises compensation. Consider generosity. Paul said God 
multiplies the seed sown. 

Nothing done for Christ ever stays small. In heaven, everything grows. 

 

VII. Sowing with Tears – The Hardest Seed Produces the Greatest Harvest 

Psalm 126:5 says, “They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.” Tears water the ground of 
obedience. When you serve God while grieving, while hurting, while misunderstood, while 



betrayed, while exhausted, while burdened—those seeds carry special power. The angels 
record them. The Father honors them. Christ collects them in His bottle. 

Sowing with tears means praying for a prodigal child even when they reject you. It means 
staying faithful to your spouse when your marriage is under attack. It means giving when 
the bills frighten you. It means preaching truth when your church resists. It means standing 
against sin when everyone wants compromise. 

Tear-soaked seed brings the brightest harvest. 

 

VIII. Sowing When Nobody Claps – The Secret Weight of Hidden Obedience 

Most of the greatest seeds ever planted were invisible to men. Jesus emphasized the secret 
life. He said do not let your left hand know what your right hand gives. He told believers to 
pray in secret, fast in secret, serve in secret. Why? Because the hidden life is where faith is 
proved. 

You cannot fake private obedience. You cannot perform for an audience of One. God 
rewards what men never see because that is where motives are pure. The seed planted in 
the quiet places will become the loudest rewards in eternity. 

Many of the greatest Christians on earth are unknown on earth. But they are well known in 
Heaven. Their unseen seeds are filling Heaven’s vaults. 

 

IX. Sowing in Relationships – Forgiveness, Mercy, and Longsuffering 

You sow every time you respond to others. Forgiveness is seed. Mercy is seed. Patience is 
seed. You are sowing peace or strife. Unity or division. Healing or damage. Some believers 
sow bitterness for years and are shocked when the harvest is isolation. Others sow 
compassion, encouragement, and kindness, and reap rich relationships that glorify Christ. 

The Judgment Seat of Christ will reveal conversations, corrections, sacrifices, and kindness 
that nobody else remembers but God never forgot. Seeds planted in love, humility, and 
truth will reappear as crowns, cities, and eternal honor. 

 

X. Sowing with Your Time – The Currency of Eternity 



Time is seed. Every hour you spend either multiplies or withers. When you invest time in 
Scripture, prayer, ministry, family, and holiness, you are sowing eternal seed. When you 
waste it on carnality, distractions, and spiritual laziness, you sow corruption. 

Time is the great equalizer. Every believer gets 24 hours a day. But not every believer invests 
those hours the same way. At the Judgment Seat, Christ will show you what your time 
became in eternity. 

Some Christians will have mountains of treasure. Others will have ashes. 

 

XI. Sowing with Your Money – Treasure in Heaven 

Giving is not philanthropy. It is sowing. God calls giving “seed.” When you give to missions, 
to the poor, to ministry, to the kingdom, you are planting money in God’s field. In eternity, 
that money becomes spiritual fruit. Those who came to Christ through missionaries you 
supported will be part of your harvest. Those helped by your generosity will be part of your 
reward. 

Jesus said, “Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven.” You are not throwing money away. 
You are transferring it to a better bank. Every dollar given for Christ becomes eternal 
currency. 

 

XII. “Let Us Not Be Weary” – Why Sowing Takes Endurance 

Sowing is easy. Reaping is joyful. The hard part is the in-between. The waiting. The seasons 
where nothing seems to grow. The months where your prayer life feels dry, your ministry 
feels weak, your labor feels unnoticed. The enemy whispers: “It’s not working. Quit. Stop. 
Pull back. Ease up.” 

Paul answers with “Let us not be weary in well doing.” Weariness is the enemy of reward. 
The Devil cannot unsave you, but he will try to unmotivate you. He will try to break your 
endurance. A believer who faints before harvest loses what they could have had. You sow 
today, harvest later. You sacrifice now, reap then. 

Do not let weariness steal your harvest. 

 

XIII. “In Due Season” – God Controls the Timing 



The phrase “in due season” means God chooses the moment. Not you. Not your flesh. God 
decides when the crop is ready. Some harvests come in this life—answers to prayer, 
restored relationships, spiritual fruit. Other harvests come at death or at the Judgment 
Seat. Some come in the Millennium. Some come in the New Earth. But none are forgotten. 
All are scheduled. 

You do not plant a seed today and harvest tomorrow. You plant and trust. You plant and 
wait. You plant and persevere. The farmer does not dig up the seed every week to check on 
it. He trusts the law of sowing and reaping. You must trust the God who authored that law. 

 

XIV. “We Shall Reap” – The Certainty of Eternal Return 

Paul does not say “we might reap.” He says “we shall reap.” It is guaranteed. God stakes His 
honor on it. He ties His name to it. He attaches His character to it. Every seed planted in the 
Spirit is guaranteed a return. It may be delayed, but it will never be denied. 

The reaping is not symbolic. It is literal. Rewards are not metaphors. They are real positions, 
real crowns, real authority, real inheritance, real proximity to Christ. You are not serving 
God for imaginary trophies. You are serving Him for eternal honor that will define your 
experience of the kingdom forever. 

 

XV. Fainting – The One Condition That Stops Your Harvest 

Paul adds one condition: “if we faint not.” Hell will do everything in its power to make you 
quit. Satan cannot destroy your salvation, so he tries to destroy your motivation. He 
whispers discouragement. He arranges distractions. He magnifies your failures. He tempts 
you to envy. He wants you to faint. 

A believer who fainted five minutes before the breakthrough will be shown at the Judgment 
Seat what they could have reaped. Do not faint. Do not collapse in discouragement. The 
harvest is closer than you think. 

 

XVI. Seed You Never Knew You Planted 

At the Judgment Seat, Christ will reveal seeds you forgot. Words of encouragement that 
changed someone’s life. A gospel tract you handed out that led to a soul's salvation. A 
prayer that altered someone's destiny. A tithe that supported a missionary who led 



thousands to Christ. An act of forgiveness that softened a hardened heart. Seeds planted 
unconsciously that multiplied miraculously. 

Heaven will show you that nothing was wasted. 

 

XVII. The Ultimate Harvester – Christ Himself 

The One who judges is also the One who harvests. He is not a cold accountant tallying 
numbers. He is a Savior who sees every sacrifice. A Shepherd who knows every tear. A 
Captain who rewards every act of courage. A Bridegroom who honors every expression of 
love. 

Christ is not stingy. He is generous. He delights to bless faithfulness. He loves to magnify 
obedience. He plans to showcase His servants as trophies of grace. 

 

XVIII. Conclusion – Sow Like Eternity Depends on It, Because It Does 

The law of sowing and reaping is not optional. It is not avoidable. It is the rule of Heaven. 
You are sowing with every choice, every word, every thought, every dollar, every action. Your 
eternal future is being planted daily. One day soon, Christ will call you to the field and show 
you the harvest your life produced. 

Make sure you planted the right seed. 

Sow to the Spirit. Sow generously. Sow faithfully. Sow sacrificially. Sow joyfully. Sow 
tearfully. Sow secretly. Sow with endurance. 

Because the harvest is guaranteed. And eternity is long. 

 

 

19 of 20: THE DOCTRINE OF REWARDS – The Bride Made Ready 
Key Passage: Revelation 19:7–8 
“Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him, for the marriage of the Lamb is come, 
and his wife hath made herself ready. And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in 
fine linen, clean and white, for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.” 

 

I. Introduction – Saved By His Righteousness, Clothed By Yours 



If you want to see the doctrine of rewards in its sharpest, most terrifying, and most glorious 
form, you have to get your eyes off the nursery and onto the wedding. Revelation 19 does 
not show you a baby in Christ learning to walk. It shows you a wife in Christ about to be 
presented. The judgment has already passed. The church has already been caught up. The 
works have already been tried. Now the Bride steps out, not in the imputed righteousness 
of Christ that saved her soul, but in a garment that Scripture calls the righteousness of 
saints. That is not justification. That is reward. That is not His work for you. That is His work 
through you and your obedience to Him. 

Modern preaching loves to talk about justification. That is good, because without 
justification by faith you would split Hell wide open. You are saved by His righteousness, 
not yours. You stand before God accepted in the Beloved, not in your works. But Revelation 
19 forces you to deal with another side of the coin. The Bride’s clothing is not Christ’s 
imputed righteousness. It is the righteous acts of the saints. You are saved by His garment, 
but you are dressed for the wedding in a garment that has something to do with what you 
did for Him after you were saved. 

This is where a lot of shallow theology collapses. People mix justification and reward into 
one big stew and then wonder why the passages do not line up. On one side, you have 
verses that say your righteousness is filthy rags. On the other, you have a passage that says 
the fine linen is the righteousness of saints. On one side, salvation is not of works. On the 
other, salvation is followed by works that will one day clothe you. If you do not distinguish 
between standing and state, between sonship and service, between imputed 
righteousness and rewarded righteousness, you end up with confusion. Revelation 19 
clears that confusion if you let it. 

 

II. The Marriage of the Lamb – Timing and Context 

Before you worry about the garment, you must see when this event takes place. The 
marriage of the Lamb in Revelation 19 occurs at the end of the Tribulation, just before the 
Second Coming of Christ to earth in glory. The church has already been caught up. The 
church has already stood before the Judgment Seat of Christ. The church has already had 
her works tried by fire. Now John sees Heaven opened to reveal a prepared Bride and a 
ready Bridegroom. 

This is not the Rapture. This is not the catching away. That happened back in 1 
Thessalonians 4 and 1 Corinthians 15. This is the culmination of what salvation and service 
were working toward. Christ did not save you simply to let you hover around Heaven as a 
disembodied spirit forever. He saved you to make you part of His Bride, to join you to 



Himself, and then to present you in glory, cleaned, purified, and adorned in a garment that 
reflects the quality of your Christian life. 

The context matters because by this point your destiny is already sealed. Your place in the 
Body is already fixed. Your eternal security is already proven. No one at this wedding is in 
danger of Hell. That issue was finished at Calvary. The issue here is not whether you belong 
to Christ. The issue is how ready you are to be presented to Christ and what you have to 
show Him by way of rewarded righteousness. 

 

III. “His Wife Hath Made Herself Ready” – Human Responsibility After Grace 

Pay attention to the wording. The wife hath made herself ready. That is not legalism. That is 
responsibility. Christ made you His Bride by grace. You make yourself ready by obedience. 
Salvation is a one hundred percent Christ work. Preparation is a joint work, Christ in you 
and you submitting to Him. You do not earn the status of Bride. You do, however, participate 
in your readiness as a Bride. 

Think about it in earthly terms. A woman becomes a wife by a vow. She becomes a 
prepared wife by daily choices. The wedding ceremony seals the relationship. The 
preparation shapes the quality of that relationship. In the same way, when you trusted 
Christ, the vow was made. You were sealed to Him by the Spirit. But your day by day 
obedience, your submission, your holiness, your service, your sacrifice, your faithfulness, 
all of that is part of making yourself ready. 

This destroys the lazy idea that the Christian life is simply about being saved and then 
coasting until Heaven. The Spirit of God is trying to get you cleaned up, separated from the 
world, clothed in good works, and matured in holiness so that when this Revelation 19 
moment arrives, you are not standing there spiritually in your undergarments. You are 
supposed to be making yourself ready. Every time you obey the Word of God, you are 
stitching a thread into that wedding garment. 

 

IV. Fine Linen, Clean and White – The Nature of the Bride’s Garment 

Scripture is precise. It says the fine linen is clean and white. That speaks of purity, 
brightness, and glory. It is not cheap cotton. It is not rough sackcloth. It is fine linen, the 
kind of garment associated with priests and royalty. White clothing in Scripture often 
pictures righteousness, holiness, and victory. When Christ was transfigured, His garments 
shone. When angels appear, they are often in white. White robes appear around the throne 
for overcomers. 



However, the text does not leave the meaning to your imagination. It spells it out. The fine 
linen is the righteousness of saints. That is plural and it is practical. This is not simply the 
righteousness of Christ imputed to the believer at salvation. That doctrine is true, but that 
is not what this verse is talking about. Paul never calls Christ’s imputed righteousness a 
fabric woven from the righteousness of saints. He calls it a robe of righteousness that is 
given. Here, in Revelation 19, the linen is directly tied to what believers did. 

Righteousness of saints means right acts done by saved people in response to the will of 
God. Every time you choose holiness over sin, you add to that linen. Every time you choose 
obedience over disobedience, you strengthen that cloth. Every time you labor for Christ 
with clean motives, you invest in that garment. Every spiritual victory, every act of service, 
every faithful trial endured in the Spirit, becomes part of the fabric that will clothe the Bride. 

 

V. Imputed Righteousness Versus Rewarded Righteousness 

Here is where you have to think doctrinally. The Bible presents two kinds of righteousness 
in the Christian life. First, there is the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ. 
That is imputed. It is counted to your account the moment you believe. It is not something 
you feel. It is something legal, positional, judicial. God declares you righteous because you 
are in Christ. When God looks at your record regarding salvation, He sees the 
righteousness of His Son, not your filthy rags. 

Second, there is practical righteousness, the daily outworking of that new nature. This 
includes obedience, holiness, charity, faith, good works, sacrificial service, clean living, 
and separation from sin. You are not saved by this righteousness. You are rewarded 
according to it. You stand in Christ by imputed righteousness. You are clothed as a Bride 
according to rewarded righteousness. 

If you merge the two, you either end up teaching that salvation depends on works or you 
end up saying works do not matter at all. Revelation 19 shows that works do matter, but not 
for salvation. They matter for readiness, for honor, for clothing, for presentation. Every 
believer will be in the wedding because of imputed righteousness. Not every believer will 
be dressed the same because of rewarded righteousness. 

 

VI. The Judgment Seat of Christ – Where the Linen Is Woven and Trimmed 

Before the Bride steps out in Revelation 19, the Judgment Seat of Christ has taken place. 
Second Corinthians 5 and First Corinthians 3 describe it. Every believer’s works are tried by 
fire. Wood, hay, stubble burn. Gold, silver, precious stones remain. Some believers receive 



reward. Others suffer loss, yet are saved. When that fire is done, what is left is what God 
Himself approved as righteous works. 

Now connect that with Revelation 19. The linen is called the righteousness of saints. Where 
did God separate out what was truly righteous from what was just religious junk Mixed 
motives, fleshly efforts, man pleasing ministry, carnal performances, all of that got burned 
at the Judgment Seat. What remained was what truly honored Christ. That purified pile of 
obedience is what Heaven calls the righteousness of saints. 

You can picture it this way. Throughout your Christian life, you are sending fabric up to 
Heaven. Some of it is clean. Some of it is stained with flesh. Some of it is glitter that burns. 
At the Judgment Seat, Christ sorts it. The fire tests it. What survives becomes part of that 
fine linen. What burns leaves you with less cloth. That is why some will be richly adorned 
and others will barely be covered. 

 

VII. Shame and Nakedness – The Other Side of the Garment 

Scripture hints again and again that some believers will be ashamed at Christ’s coming. 
First John 2:28 warns believers to abide in Christ so that they may have confidence and not 
be ashamed before Him at His coming. Revelation 3 speaks of believers who think they are 
rich and increased with goods but are spiritually poor, blind, and naked. Christ counsels 
them to buy white raiment that they may be clothed and that the shame of their nakedness 
do not appear. 

Nakedness in that context is not physical. It is spiritual lack. It is standing in that Revelation 
19 scene with almost nothing by way of rewarded righteousness. Yes, you are saved. Yes, 
you are in the Bride. But you did not make yourself ready. You lived for self, for comfort, for 
worldliness, for applause, for the present age. The fire consumed nearly everything. You are 
there, but bare. 

Imagine the difference between a believer who spent a lifetime sowing to the Spirit and one 
who spent a lifetime sowing to the flesh. One stands wrapped in fine linen, clean and white, 
testifying eternally to the grace of God that transformed his life into a tapestry of 
obedience. The other stands clothed only in what little survived, perhaps a few ragged 
patches of faithfulness. They are both loved. They are both safe. But one is a radiant Bride. 
The other is a rescued child. 

 

VIII. Ephesians 5 – Christ Washing His Bride Today 



Ephesians 5 sheds light on how the Bride is being prepared right now. Paul says Christ 
loved the church and gave Himself for it, that He might sanctify and cleanse it with the 
washing of water by the word. The goal is to present it to Himself a glorious church, not 
having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that it should be holy and without blemish. 

Notice the verbs. Christ gave Himself. That is salvation. Christ sanctifies and cleanses by 
the word. That is present tense. That is preparation. Christ intends to present the church to 
Himself in glory. That connects to Revelation 19. The washing of water by the word is part of 
how He prepares the Bride. Every time you submit to Scripture, something is washed. Every 
time you ignore Scripture, something stays spotted. 

The Word of God is the tailor shop for your garment. It rebukes sin, corrects errors, 
instructs in righteousness. If you resist it, you resist your own preparation. If you embrace it, 
you cooperate in making yourself ready. The church that pushes away strong preaching, 
that despises holiness, that mocks separation, is a church that is actively sabotaging its 
own wedding garment. 

 

IX. The Wedding Garment in Matthew 22 – A Warning Picture 

Jesus told a parable in Matthew 22 about a king who made a marriage for his son. The 
invited guests refused to come, so he sent for others. When the guests arrived, one man 
was there without a wedding garment. The king rebuked him and cast him out. While that 
parable has dispensational application to Israel and the kingdom, the principle stands. 
When a King provides a garment, you do not approach Him in your own clothes. 

For salvation, the wedding garment is the righteousness of Christ. No one enters Heaven 
without it. For the Revelation 19 scene, you already have that righteousness as your 
standing. The issue then is not whether you have a garment at all. The issue is whether the 
garment you wear as a Bride reflects your faithfulness. The Matthew 22 man pictured the 
lost religious person who thinks his own righteousness is enough. The Revelation 19 Bride 
pictures the saved believer whose garments reflect what grace produced in his life. 

Both scenes teach you to take clothing seriously. God does not treat garments as frivolous 
metaphors. He uses them to show spiritual reality. To shrug off works as irrelevant to 
eternity is to ignore half the wardrobe in your Bible. 

 

X. The Corporate Bride and Individual Threads 



Revelation 19 speaks of the wife as a single entity, yet the fine linen is the righteousness of 
saints in the plural. That means the garment of the Bride is a corporate work, woven from 
individual threads. Your life is one thread in that fabric. Somebody else’s obedience is 
another. Across two thousand years, God has been gathering threads, purifying them, and 
weaving them into one glorious robe. 

You are not responsible for someone else’s thread. You are responsible for yours. That 
should do two things to you. It should humble you, because your life is not the whole story. 
It should motivate you, because your life is part of the story. The Bride will be more 
beautiful because some obscure saint in some forgotten century walked with God and 
added a thread of righteousness to that linen. The Bride will be less adorned in certain 
areas because believers in this generation wasted their opportunities. 

The idea that your personal obedience is a private matter that affects no one else collapses 
here. Your faithfulness, or lack of it, is literally part of what the Bride will wear. Eternity will 
show where your thread appears, strong and bright, or where an opportunity was missed 
and the fabric is thinner. 

 

XI. The Joy of the Marriage Supper – Reward Manifested as Fellowship 

Revelation 19 speaks not only of the marriage of the Lamb, but of the marriage supper. 
Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. This is more than 
symbolic language. It is real fellowship, real celebration, real communion with Christ in a 
way you have never known on earth. The closeness of that fellowship will be connected to 
your readiness. 

You will not be sitting alone at a plastic table in the back of a cosmic banquet hall, but you 
will not experience that supper the same if you arrive with a life that mostly burned at the 
Judgment Seat. Fellowship is based on likeness. The more your life came into line with 
Christ, the more natural that closeness will be. The more you clung to the world and the 
flesh, the more that closeness will be limited, even though you are safe and loved. 

Your garment is not just a decoration. It is a reflection of how deeply you walked with 
Christ. A Bride who spent years learning her Bridegroom will not be timid in His presence. A 
Bride who barely thought of Him until the trumpet sounded will stand there amazed, glad to 
be there, but with little to offer. 

 

XII. The Bride Made Ready Versus The World in Filth 



It is worth noticing that while the Bride is being made ready in fine linen, the world system 
of Revelation 17 and 18 is depicted in scarlet and purple, gilded with gold and precious 
stones, drunk with fornication and blood. One is dressed in spiritual purity. The other is 
dressed in religious and commercial harlotry. God shows them back to back for a reason. 

You are either getting ready as a Bride or you are flirting with Babylon. You either invest in 
righteousness that will clothe you in eternity or you invest in the gaudy garments of the 
harlot that are about to be burned. The linen of the Bride and the robes of the whore are 
both visible, both attractive in a sense, but only one will survive judgment. The linens of 
Revelation 19 stand after the smoke of Babylon rises. 

Every time you choose holiness over compromise, you are choosing the Bride’s garment 
over Babylon’s. Every time a church chooses truth over numbers, it is choosing fine linen 
over worldly fashion. Every time you refuse the world’s glitz and stand with Christ, you are 
refusing to dress like the harlot and choosing to dress like the Bride. 

 

XIII. Practical Application – How To Add Threads To Your Linen Today 

Talking theology is pointless if it does not hit the ground in daily life. So how does a believer 
add righteous threads to that linen right now. You do it every time you obey the clear 
commands of Scripture with a clean heart. You do it when you witness to a soul because 
you believe Christ is worthy and their soul is eternal. You do it when you serve in your local 
church without grumbling, doing it as unto the Lord. You do it when you forgive someone 
who wronged you because you know Christ forgave you first. 

You add threads when you separate from sin, when you throw out the filth from your music, 
your entertainment, your habits, and bring your life into line with the holiness of God. You 
add threads when you suffer persecution for Christ and do not quit. You add threads when 
you give financially as a steward, not as a consumer. You add threads when you mortify the 
flesh and walk in the Spirit. None of it is wasted. All of it is seen, recorded, purified, and 
woven. 

You do not buy that linen with money. You do not earn it by human effort alone. The Spirit of 
God enables every righteous act. Without Him you can do nothing. With Him you can 
produce something that will outlast the universe. That is grace. God saves you freely, then 
empowers you to walk in good works, then rewards you for the very works He produced in 
you. 

 

XIV. Conclusion – You Will Wear What You Lived 



One day, sooner than you think, the scene of Revelation 19 will be reality. No more 
hypotheticals. No more sermons. No more chances. The trumpet will have sounded. The 
Judgment Seat will be past. The smoke of Babylon will rise. Heaven will be buzzing with 
anticipation. Then the voice goes out. The marriage of the Lamb is come, and His wife hath 
made herself ready. 

In that moment you will not be able to borrow someone else’s garment. You will not be able 
to stitch new fabric. You will wear what you lived. If you lived in faith, obedience, sacrifice, 
and holiness, you will be robed in fine linen, clean and white, righteousness of saints that 
testifies for eternity to what grace did in you. If you lived for the flesh, for the world, for self, 
you will stand there saved with very little to show for it. No one will lose Heaven. Many will 
lose honor. 

Right now you are choosing what you will wear at that wedding. Not with a needle and 
thread in your hand but with your decisions, your priorities, your loves, your sacrifices. The 
Doctrine of Rewards is not a side issue. It is woven into the very fabric of the Bride. 

So live like a woman engaged to a King and getting ready for the wedding, not like a stranger 
wandering through a mall. Christ already gave you His righteousness for salvation. Now, by 
His grace, give Him your righteousness in service, so that when the moment comes and the 
eyes of Heaven turn toward the Bride, you are ready. 

 

 

 

20 of 20: THE DOCTRINE OF REWARDS — Casting Crowns Before the Throne 
Key Passage: Revelation 4:10–11 
“The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the throne, and worship him 
that liveth forever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying, Thou art 
worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power…” 

 

INTRODUCTION – THE END OF THE TRAIL 

When the smoke of time has blown away, when the battles of flesh and world and devil 
have faded into memory, when the church has completed her course, stood at the 
Judgment Seat, and entered the marriage supper, there remains one last act so holy, so 
breathtaking, so overwhelming that the redeemed will feel eternity tremble beneath their 
feet. Revelation 4 takes you into that moment. It takes you past angels, past rainbows, past 



seraphim, past lightning, to a throne so radiant that every beam of glory demands an 
answer. And around that throne, four and twenty elders fall down and cast their crowns. 

That scene is the final chapter of the Doctrine of Rewards. Not simply receiving crowns, not 
wearing crowns, not boasting in crowns, but casting crowns. Everything you ever did for 
Christ, everything He rewarded you with, every jewel of obedience, every glimmer of 
faithfulness, every triumph of the Spirit, ends up at His feet. The point of rewards is not 
YOU. The point of rewards is HIM. He crowns you so that you have something worthy to lay 
down before Him. 

The modern Christian has no concept of this. They think rewards are badges, trophies, 
bragging rights, something to boast about in eternity. But Revelation 4 does not show saints 
strutting. It shows saints collapsing. It does not show them raising crowns like athletes on a 
podium. It shows them throwing crowns like worshippers overwhelmed. It does not show 
them as recipients. It shows them as givers. The last act of reward is surrender. 

And that is why this doctrine matters. Eternity will not spotlight human achievement. It will 
spotlight divine worth. And unless you have something to cast, you will stand there empty 
handed during the greatest act of worship that will ever occur. 

 

I. THE SCENE IN HEAVEN – WORSHIP IN ITS PUREST FORM 

Revelation 4 is not fiction. It is not poetry. It is not mysticism. It is a literal scene in the 
literal Heaven where a literal throne stands and where literal saints fall down on literal 
knees and throw literal crowns. John is not describing an impression. He is describing a 
chamber of infinite reality. 

The throne is the center of everything. “A throne was set in heaven, and one sat on the 
throne.” That one is the eternal God, dazzling like jasper and sardine stone, encircled by an 
emerald rainbow. This is not the meek and lowly Jesus riding on a donkey. This is the 
Ancient of Days unveiled. Around Him burn seven lamps of fire which are the seven Spirits 
of God. Before Him stretches a sea of glass, hard, still, and terrifying. 

Around this throne are four living creatures full of eyes, never ceasing in praise. Around 
them are twenty four elders clothed in white, crowned with gold, seated, but only until 
worship begins. When the living creatures give glory, the elders fall down. 

Notice the pattern. Glory triggers falling. Worship triggers surrender. Holiness triggers 
collapse. The nearer you get to the throne, the lower you go. This is why proud Christians 
make no sense. They have never been near the throne. If they had, they would be on their 
faces. 



 

II. WHO ARE THE ELDERS? – REDEEMED REPRESENTATIVES 

The twenty four elders represent the redeemed. They are not angels. Angels are never 
crowned. Angels are never said to sit. Angels are never said to be redeemed. These elders 
wear white, sit on thrones, and hold crowns. They speak of redemption in Revelation 5: 
“Thou hast redeemed US to God by thy blood.” They picture the church in glory after the 
Rapture and after the Judgment Seat. 

These elders have already received their crowns. That means the Judgment Seat of Christ is 
behind them, not before them. The fire has already burned through their works. The gold, 
silver, and precious stones have already been weighed. The crowns have already been 
awarded. 

Now, having received the crowns, their first eternal reflex is to fall down and throw them 
away—not out of shame, but out of worship. Crowns are not medals to clutch but gifts to 
surrender. 

 

III. WHAT THE CROWNS REPRESENT – A STOREHOUSE OF OBEDIENCE 

In Scripture, crowns are not jewelry. They are verdicts. They are divine evaluations of earthly 
obedience. Each crown represents something Christ Himself approved, sanctified, 
rewarded, and multiplied. When a believer receives a crown, they are not holding ego. They 
are holding Christ’s affirmation. 

The Crown of Righteousness speaks of loving His appearing. The Crown of Life speaks of 
enduring temptation. The Incorruptible Crown speaks of disciplined living. The Crown of 
Rejoicing speaks of soul winning. The Crown of Glory speaks of faithful shepherding. Each 
crown is a physical expression of how the Holy Spirit lived through you. 

But even then, every crown is still HIS doing. It was His Spirit that empowered the 
obedience. His Word that instructed the mind. His grace that strengthened the heart. His 
mercy that forgave your failures. His intercession that lifted you up when you fell. The 
crowns belong to Him as much as the salvation did. 

Crowns are given to believers so that believers can give something back. 

 

IV. FALLING DOWN – WHAT REWARD DOES TO A RESURRECTED SAINT 



Revelation 4:10 says the elders “fall down.” This is not casual kneeling. This is collapse. 
This is the weight of deity pressing down on resurrected bones until the only logical posture 
is face to the ground. Your glorified body will not twitch with pride when you see Christ. It 
will tremble with gratitude. 

When you see the One who hung on Calvary’s tree, who bore your sin, who bled your 
pardon, who rescued your soul, who saved you from Hell, who forgave every failure, who 
walked through every valley with you, who stayed when humans left, who kept you from 
falling, who preserved you until glory—when you see Him, you will fall down. 

The Judgment Seat reveals what you did. The throne reveals who He is. And in that 
revelation, reward ceases to be about you. 

 

V. CASTING CROWNS – THE FINAL ACT OF LOVE 

Now notice the phrase “and cast their crowns before the throne.” No one is forced to do 
this. No angel commands it. No voice orders it. They do it spontaneously because this is 
what reward was always meant to accomplish: it magnifies Him. 

Casting your crown is the ultimate confession that HE alone is worthy. When you cast 
yours, you are saying: 

“I could never have earned this.” 
“Your grace made this possible.” 
“You alone deserve the glory for what you did in me.” 
“This reward is Yours, not mine.” 

The crown given becomes the crown surrendered. The reward received becomes the 
reward returned. Eternity’s greatest worship is not a song. It is a sacrifice of glory back to 
the One who deserves it. 

 

VI. THOU ART WORTHY – THE THEOLOGY OF SURRENDER 

The elders speak as they cast their crowns: “Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and 
honour and power.” Those words could not be spoken with empty hands. The Lord is worthy 
of more than lip service. Worship in Heaven is not sentimental. It is sacrificial. You cannot 
say “Thou art worthy” and cling to a crown He gave you. 



Crowns test worth. Crowns test love. Crowns expose motive. In that moment, the elders 
declare that any glory they ever had was borrowed, any honor was reflected, any power was 
delegated. They are merely moons shining the sun’s light. 

This is why God rewards. Not to inflate the ego of His children but to give them a means of 
expressing pure, unfiltered worship. 

 

VII. SALVATION WAS FREE — REWARD IS COSTLY 

There is no cost in receiving eternal life. Christ paid it. Your salvation was purchased with 
His blood alone. But reward is different. Reward requires devotion, sacrifice, holiness, 
courage, suffering, discipline, charity, faithfulness, self-denial, and obedience. You pay a 
price for reward. 

But when you cast it, you will never say, “I paid too much.” You will say, “I should have paid 
more.” 

No one who ever sacrificed for Christ will regret it in that moment. But millions who wasted 
their Christian lives will regret not having anything to cast. 

 

VIII. EMPTY-HANDED IN GLORY – THE SHAME OF A WASTED LIFE 

Revelation 3 warns of “shame of nakedness.” First John 2:28 warns of being “ashamed 
before Him at His coming.” First Corinthians 3 warns of “suffering loss.” All of these point to 
believers who are saved but bring little to the throne. 

Imagine watching the saints fall down in waves around the throne, casting their crowns like 
bright comets at His feet—and you have none. Saved, yes. Loved, yes. There by grace, yes. 
But with nothing to surrender in that holy moment. 

You will not lose Heaven. You will lose honor. You will lose opportunity. You will lose eternal 
testimony. You will lose the joy of casting something precious before the One who gave 
everything for you. 

 

IX. THE ETERNITY-SHAPING PURPOSE OF REWARD 

Why does God give crowns Only one reason: so that redeemed men and women may have 
something of value to lay down before their King. This is the highest purpose of the Doctrine 
of Rewards. 



Not personal glory. 
Not personal advancement. 
Not bragging rights. 
Not spiritual hierarchy. 

Worship. 

Reward exists so that worship can be multiplied. 

You cannot increase God’s glory, but you can increase your expression of love to Him. And 
in eternity, that expression takes the form of crowns hurled at His feet. 

 

X. A KING WORTHY OF CROWNS – ALL OF THEM 

Revelation 19 says Christ returns with “many crowns.” He already has His own. Yet He gives 
crowns to His saints so that they can give their crowns to Him, so that in the end, He is 
surrounded not only by His rightful crowns but by every crown ever given to redeemed 
humanity. He becomes the Crowned King of all crowns. 

The church is not merely His Bride. She is His crown givers. Her eternal purpose is to 
magnify His worth by surrendering her honors. 

This is why Christians must take rewards seriously. If you refuse to live for Christ now, you 
are robbing Him of the very thing reward was designed for: your eternal act of surrender 
before His throne. 

 

XI. THE MOMENT THE UNIVERSE HOLDS ITS BREATH 

Picture that moment. The elders fall. Their crowns clatter and ring on the crystal sea. 
Angels hush. The four living creatures cry “Holy, holy, holy.” And in a roar of praise, wave 
after wave of redeemed saints add their crowns to the growing mountain at the feet of the 
Lamb who was slain. 

Heaven does not clap for the saints. Heaven claps for the Lamb. 

This moment is the crescendo of redemption. 
This moment is the climax of worship. 
This moment is the purpose of rewards. 

Everything God ever gave you, everything He ever empowered you to do, comes back to 
Him multiplied in glory. 



 

XII. JESUS CHRIST — THE ONLY ONE WORTHY 

When you take your crown off, you are saying something that the entire universe must hear: 

“My victory was Your blood.” 
“My strength was Your grace.” 
“My endurance was Your Spirit.” 
“My righteousness was Your power.” 
“My crown belongs to its rightful King.” 

You cast your crown because you finally see clearly. Christ is worthy of everything. 

Not some of your worship. 
Not some of your obedience. 
Not some of your works. 
Not some of your crowns. 

All. 

 

XIII. THE FINAL WORD ON MOTIVES 

The Doctrine of Rewards ends where it began—with Christ. Why do you serve Why do you 
suffer Why do you obey Why do you give Why do you witness Why do you sacrifice Why do 
you run the race 

For a crown 
No. 
For a throne 
No. 
For applause 
Never. 

You serve because one day, you want to kneel at His feet with something worthy to offer. 
Not empty hands. Not excuses. Not regrets. Something that cost you something. 

Something that says, 
“Lord, You gave everything for me. Now I give this back to You.” 

 

XIV. WHAT YOU WILL FEEL IN THAT MOMENT 



You will not feel pride. 
You will not feel achievement. 
You will not feel entitlement. 
You will feel worship. 

A flood of gratitude. 
A wave of love. 
A joy beyond expression. 
A holy fear so pure it becomes delight. 

Casting your crown will be the greatest privilege God ever gives you. 

 

XV. THE SERMON YOU PREACH WITH A CROWN 

Crowns preach. When you throw yours at His feet, you preach a sermon louder than any 
pulpit on earth: 

“WORTHY IS THE LAMB.” 
“ALL GLORY TO HIM.” 
“HE ALONE DESERVES THE PRAISE.” 
“MY LIFE WAS HIS GRACE.” 
“MY CROWN IS HIS CROWN.” 

That crown will shine for eternity as testimony of what Christ did through you. 

 

XVI. THE LAST ACT OF THE DOCTRINE OF REWARDS 

We have studied the Judgment Seat. 
We have studied the crowns. 
We have studied loss and gain. 
We have studied inheritance, rulership, suffering, motives, faith, and remembrance. 

But this is the final exam answer: 
The purpose of every reward is to glorify Jesus Christ. 
Not the saint. 
Not the church. 
Not the denomination. 
Not the preacher. 

Jesus Christ alone. 



Crowns are given to be cast. 
Rewards are given to be returned. 
Honor is given to be surrendered. 

He is the Alpha and Omega of every reward. 

 

XVII. BRING SOMETHING WORTH CASTING 

If this doctrine does anything for the believer, it should produce urgency. You will stand 
there. You will see Him. You will fall down. You will have the chance of eternity to give Christ 
something beautiful in that moment. 

So bring something. 

Do not settle for salvation only. 
Do not settle for being saved by fire. 
Do not settle for entering Heaven with nothing to offer. 

Win souls. 
Endure suffering. 
Discipline your flesh. 
Love His appearing. 
Feed His flock. 
Serve His people. 
Walk in holiness. 

Bring something to cast. 

 

XVIII. THE PRACTICAL QUESTION — WHAT ARE YOU MAKING RIGHT NOW? 

Are you weaving gold or collecting stubble 
Are you building something eternal or wasting time on ashes 
Are you laying up treasure in Heaven or piling up trash for the Judgment Seat 
Are you living for Christ or blending with Babylon 
Are you seeking reward or avoiding responsibility 
Are you investing in eternity or in earth’s dumpster fire 

You are making your crown now. 
You are shaping your worship then. 

Every decision becomes a jewel—or a cinder. 



 

XIX. THE DAY YOU WILL WANT TO HAVE DONE MORE 

There will be no envy in Heaven, no jealousy, no resentment. But there will be the sober 
reality that some will have brought little to cast. You will never lose your salvation. But you 
may lose your reward. And when you see the sea of saints casting crowns like golden rain at 
His feet, you will want to have done more. 

Not for pride. 
Not for status. 
Not for recognition. 

For Him. 

Every sacrifice you made will seem small. 
Every suffering you endured will seem light. 
Every temptation you resisted will seem insignificant. 

In that moment, you will wish you had given more. 

 

XX. CONCLUSION — THE FINAL PURPOSE OF LIFE 

This is the end of the Doctrine of Rewards. This is the meaning of Christian labor. This is the 
purpose of sanctification. This is the fruit of obedience. This is the reward of faith and 
suffering and sacrifice. 

Not to be crowned. 
But to cast crowns. 

The greatest moment in your eternal existence will not be when you receive a crown. It will 
be when you lay it down. The final purpose of rewards is the final proclamation of Heaven: 

“THOU ART WORTHY, O LORD.” 

Live for that moment. 
Work for that moment. 
Fight for that moment. 
Endure for that moment. 
Sacrifice for that moment. 



So that when the throne shines, and the elders fall, and eternity roars with worship, you 
may join that holy chorus with something in your hands— 
and cast your crown before the Lamb who gave His life for you. 

 

 

CONCLUSION TO THE DOCTRINE OF REWARDS 

The Day You Will Stand Before the Eyes of Fire 

When the last page of your earthly life turns, when your final breath slips into eternity, when 
the angels carry you across the threshold of glory and you stand—really stand—before the 
Lord Jesus Christ, there will be no rewind button. No do-overs. No “I meant to.” No “I was 
planning on it.” The Judgment Seat of Christ is not a seminar or a round table discussion. It 
is the divine courtroom where your Christian life is held to the flame of His holy evaluation. 
And what survives that moment becomes your eternal testimony. What burns becomes 
your eternal loss. 

The Doctrine of Rewards pulls back the curtain on that inevitable appointment. It shows 
the Christian that salvation was only the beginning. The cross made you a child, but the 
Judgment Seat will determine whether you ever became a servant. You were saved by grace 
alone, but reward demands sacrifice, faith, endurance, holiness, and obedience. Not for 
salvation, but for honor. Not for Heaven, but for inheritance. Not for entrance into eternity, 
but for your position, usefulness, and glory within it. Eternity is free. Reward is earned. And 
while the blood guarantees you a place in Heaven, your works determine your place in the 
kingdom. 

Every believer will stand before Christ, but not every believer will stand the same. Some will 
stand with joy, holding crowns forged in the fires of suffering, faith, discipline, and soul 
winning. Others will stand trembling, watching their life burn as stubble and smoke, 
saved—yet so as by fire. The Judgment Seat is not about punishment. It is about exposure. 
It reveals motive. It uncovers truth. It lays bare the real story behind the public story of your 
Christian life. The world sees the outside. Christ sees the heart. The church sees the 
actions. Christ sees the motives. Your peers see your reputation. Christ sees reality. And He 
will judge as only He can—with eyes as a flame of fire. 

This series has shown that crowns are not trophies to admire but offerings to surrender. The 
crowning moment of eternity is not receiving reward—it is casting it. Revelation 4 shows 
redeemed saints falling on their faces before the throne, hurling their crowns back at the 
feet of the Lamb who saved them. That is the climax of the Christian race. That is the 



reason reward exists. Christ gives you something so precious that your worship has worth. 
You were saved so you could serve, and you serve so you can have something worthy to 
give back to Him in the greatest act of worship that eternity will ever witness. 

If this series has done anything, it ought to awaken a holy seriousness in the soul. Life is 
short. Eternity is long. Opportunities slip away like sand between the fingers. The time for 
faith is now. The time for obedience is now. The time for suffering well is now. The time for 
discipline, charity, purity, endurance, holiness, and service is now. Because when Christ 
calls your name and you step into that chamber of judgment, the race is over. The book is 
closed. The fire is lit. And only what was done for Him—and done in truth—will shine when 
the smoke clears. 

Let this doctrine do for you what it did for Paul. Let it put iron in your spine. Let it pull you 
away from the distractions of this age. Let it break the chains of lukewarm Christianity. Let 
it burn out the pettiness, the excuses, the procrastination, the fear of men, the lust for 
comfort, the addiction to applause, and the craving for earthly success. Live for the day 
when you see Him. Live for the moment when the fire tests your life. Live for the crown that 
can survive the furnace of divine judgment. Live for the privilege of throwing something 
beautiful at His feet. 

The cross bought your salvation. 
But the Judgment Seat will reveal your devotion. 
You cannot lose Heaven. 
But you can lose everything Heaven wanted to give you. 
You will not lose your place in eternity. 
But you may lose your inheritance within it. 
You cannot lose the love of Christ. 
But you can lose the honor of hearing Him say, “Well done.” 

And when the heavens roar with worship, when the saints fall like a wave before the throne, 
when the crowns flash like lightning around the Lamb that was slain, you will want 
something in your hands. Not ashes. Not excuses. Not regrets. Something eternal. 
Something that cost you something. Something that says, louder than any song, clearer 
than any sermon, deeper than any tear: 

“Thou art worthy, O Lord.” 

So run. 
Fight. 
Endure. 
Serve. 



Suffer well. 
Walk clean. 
Give generously. 
Labor with eternity burning in your heart. 

Because one day soon— 
your crown will leave your hands 
and land at His feet. 
And that moment will be the definition 
of everything your life ever was. 

This is the Doctrine of Rewards. 
And this is why it matters forever. 

 


