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What Happens After You Die? 
Introduction – Beyond the Grave: The Most Important Question You’ll Ever Face 

Friend, if there’s one question that levels the playing field for rich and poor, educated and 
ignorant, religious and atheist—it’s this one: What happens after you die? Strip away the 
politics, strip away the denomination, strip away the credentials—and you're left with a 
coffin and a soul. And if you're not ready for the afterlife, then you'd better stop everything 
else you're doing, because nothing else matters if you miss this. 

You see, death is not the end. It never was. You were born into a war zone, and whether 
you like it or not, you’ve got an appointment (Hebrews 9:27). You’ll either step into glory or 
you’ll plummet into hellfire—and there is no third option. There’s no reincarnation, no 
waiting room, no purgatory, no second chance. You go out the way you come in: naked and 
accountable. 

This series was written with one purpose: to tell the truth about death according to the 
King James Bible. Not your pastor’s opinion. Not grandma’s sweet lullabies about angels. 
Not your favorite Hollywood near-death experience. Not the YouTube testimonies. Not the 
Catholic mass. Not the Reformed theologian with five dead languages in his back pocket. 
But what sayeth the Scripture? That’s the only question that counts. 

We’re going to walk through twenty critical essays, and we’re going to pull back the curtain 
on eternity. You’ll find out what happens to your body, your soul, and your spirit when you 
die. You’ll learn the difference between hell and the lake of fire. We’ll expose the error of 
soul sleep. We’ll explain the great gulf fixed, the judgment seat of Christ, the Great White 
Throne, and the eternal state. We’ll show what happens to believers, unbelievers, babies, 
the mentally handicapped, and even address the question you’ve whispered to your dog 
when no one else was looking: “Will I see you again?” 

And we’ll do it all without a shred of compromise. The modern church doesn't want to talk 
about hell. It offends people. It’s bad for branding. Tough. Jesus preached it more than 
anyone else. And He said if your hand offends you, cut it off—it’s better to go into life 
maimed than to be cast whole into hell fire (Mark 9:43–48). 



So if you want soft sermons and cotton-candy theology, go back to your “life coach” and 
buy another Starbucks devotional. But if you want the truth, raw and unfiltered—stay right 
here. 

Because eternity isn’t a myth. It isn’t a metaphor. It’s not a state of mind. It’s a location. And 
you’re headed there—ready or not. 

“Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.” 
—2 Corinthians 6:2 

Let’s get into it. 
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The Moment of Death – What Ends, What Continues? 

Introduction: The Last Breath and the Next Reality 

Death is not the end; it is a transition. As believers and Bible students, we must face the 
question that haunts the heart of every man: what happens the moment we die? The world 
has theories, but only the Bible has truth. Whether feared or welcomed, death arrives like a 
thief, ending the physical life and ushering the soul into eternity. But what exactly happens 
in that instant when the heart stops, the eyes close, and the final breath leaves the lungs? 

This opening essay in the 20-part series tackles this question with Scripture as our guide. 
From the dust returning to the earth to the spirit going to God, we will study what ceases, 
what continues, and what lies beyond the curtain of mortality. 

What Ends: The Body Returns to Dust 

The moment of death marks the separation of the body from the soul and spirit. The first 
time we see this distinction clearly is in the creation of Adam: 

"And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life; and man became a living soul." (Genesis 2:7) 

The body was formed from the ground. It is physical, temporary, and destined to return: 

"Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God who 
gave it." (Ecclesiastes 12:7) 



The body ends its purpose at death. It ceases to function, decays, and returns to the 
elements. It is a tent that housed the soul and spirit, but it is not the person. Paul called it a 
“tabernacle” (2 Corinthians 5:1). Death dismantles this earthly dwelling. 

What Continues: The Soul and Spirit Depart 

Man is more than body. While the body ends at death, the spirit and soul continue. In 1 
Thessalonians 5:23, Paul confirms the trichotomy of man: 

"...and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

The moment the body dies, the spirit and soul leave. James 2:26 says: 

"For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also." 

The departure of the spirit is what causes death. The soul is the consciousness, 
personality, emotion, memory, and will of a person. It remains fully active after death. 

Luke 16:19–31: The Rich Man and Lazarus 

This account, not a parable, gives us a vivid picture of immediate post-death 
consciousness. Lazarus dies and is carried to Abraham's bosom. The rich man also dies, 
and in hell he lifts up his eyes, being in torments. 

What do we learn? 

• Both men retained memory and identity. 

• The rich man could see, feel, thirst, and speak. 

• Lazarus was comforted; the rich man was tormented. 

There is no soul sleep here. There is immediate consciousness and location-specific 
consequences based on their spiritual condition at death. 

Hebrews 9:27 – Judgment Follows 

"And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment." 

There is no reincarnation, no delay, no purgatory. Death leads to one of two destinies, and 
judgment follows. For the believer, that judgment is not for salvation but for rewards (2 
Corinthians 5:10). For the unbeliever, it is damnation (John 3:18). 

The moment of death seals the eternal destiny. No second chances, no do-overs. 

Where Do You Go the Moment You Die? 



This depends entirely on your relationship with Jesus Christ. 

For the Saved: 

"We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present 
with the Lord." (2 Corinthians 5:8) 

Paul was certain that to die was to be with Christ (Philippians 1:23). The saved do not wait 
in limbo or purgatory. They go directly into the presence of God, awaiting the resurrection of 
their glorified bodies. 

For the Lost: 

As seen in Luke 16, the unsaved are immediately in a place of torment, awaiting final 
judgment. Revelation 20:11–15 confirms this. Hell is a temporary holding place for the lost 
until the Great White Throne Judgment. Then they are cast into the Lake of Fire. 

Consciousness After Death: Biblical Evidence 

Some claim the dead are unconscious. But consider the following: 

• Moses and Elijah appeared and spoke with Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration 
(Luke 9:30–31) 

• The martyrs under the altar cry out in heaven for justice (Revelation 6:9–11) 

• Paul desired to depart and be with Christ, not to lie in sleep (Philippians 1:23) 

There is consistent biblical support for continued awareness, personality, and 
experience after death. 

Death as a Departure, Not Annihilation 

Paul uses the word departure in 2 Timothy 4:6: 

"For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand." 

Death is not a ceasing of existence; it is a leaving behind of the temporary for the eternal. 
The train has pulled out of the station. The tent is folded. The spirit returns to God (Eccl. 
12:7). 

Why Understanding This Matters 

1. Evangelism: People need to understand death is final. There's no reincarnation or 
purgatory. Now is the time to choose Christ. 

2. Comfort: For believers, death is not to be feared. It's a promotion. 



3. Clarity: Dispelling myths like soul sleep and ghosts prevents confusion. 

4. Urgency: Since judgment follows death, there is no room for delay in salvation. 

Key Takeaways 

• The body ends and returns to dust. 

• The spirit and soul continue and are conscious. 

• The saved go to be with the Lord. 

• The lost are in torment immediately. 

• There is no sleep, no reincarnation, no waiting room. 

• Judgment follows. 

Final Reflection 

The moment of death is a divine appointment. The body that labored and aged is finally laid 
to rest, but the real you continues. As Jesus told the dying thief on the cross: 

"Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise." (Luke 23:43) 

That promise still stands. Death may be a mystery to the world, but to the believer, it is 
simply the door to glory. To the lost, it is a tragic plunge into eternal separation. 

The question is not if you will die, but where you will be the moment you do. Choose wisely. 
Eternity starts in a moment. 
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The Separation of Body, Soul, and Spirit 

Introduction: Made in God's Image 

The Bible reveals that man is a uniquely created being—made in the image of God (Genesis 
1:26). But what does that mean? Unlike animals, humans possess not only a body, but also 
a soul and a spirit. This truth is foundational to understanding what happens after death, 
and why the Bible gives such specific treatment to the afterlife. In this second part of our 
20-part series, we explore the trichotomy vs. dichotomy debate, the distinct functions of 
each part of man, and what happens to each when a person dies. 



When a believer dies, does the soul go to one place and the spirit to another? Are the soul 
and spirit the same thing? What about the body—what is its future? These questions are 
not academic; they define the very nature of human existence and help clarify false 
teachings that confuse or contradict the Word of God. 

The Threefold Nature of Man: A Biblical View 

Scripture plainly affirms that man is a three-part being: 

"And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul 
and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ." (1 
Thessalonians 5:23) 

"For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, 
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and 
is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart." (Hebrews 4:12) 

These verses offer strong proof for trichotomy—that man is composed of three distinct 
parts: 

1. Body – The physical house, interacting with the material world 

2. Soul – The seat of personality, emotion, will, and intellect 

3. Spirit – The deepest part, capable of fellowship with God 

Some theologians advocate for dichotomy, claiming that soul and spirit are synonymous, 
forming a two-part view (body + soul/spirit). But a plain reading of Scripture makes the 
trichotomist view the most biblically accurate. When Scripture goes out of its way to 
separate the soul from the spirit, and the spirit from the body, we should take it seriously. 

The Body: The Earthly Vessel 

The body is the most obvious part of man—it’s what we see, touch, feed, and dress. God 
formed man from the dust of the ground (Genesis 2:7). It is the earthly tent (2 Corinthians 
5:1), a temporary structure that decays and dies. 

When Adam sinned, the body came under the curse of death: 

"...for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return." (Genesis 3:19) 

Paul likens our body to a seed: 

"It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body..." (1 Corinthians 15:44) 

Upon death: 



• The body returns to the earth (Ecclesiastes 12:7) 

• It waits in the grave for resurrection (Daniel 12:2; John 5:28-29) 

The body is not inherently evil. It is a tool. However, because of sin, it becomes subject to 
lusts (Romans 7:18-24) and ultimately returns to dust. 

The Soul: The Seat of Personality and Identity 

The soul is who you are. It is your personality, your emotion, your memory, your will. 
Animals are said to have souls in the sense of having consciousness, but humans have a 
unique soul tied to moral responsibility and spiritual potential. 

The soul is often used in parallel with the word "life" or "self." 

"And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life; and man became a living soul." (Genesis 2:7) 

Characteristics of the Soul: 

• It can feel sorrow (Job 14:22) 

• It can love (1 Samuel 18:1) 

• It can sin (Leviticus 4:2) 

• It can be saved (James 1:21) 

• It continues to exist after death (Luke 16:22-23) 

At death, the soul leaves the body and enters a conscious state either of peace or 
torment. The soul remembers (Luke 16:25), feels, and communicates in the afterlife. 

Jesus warned: 

"Fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell." (Matthew 10:28) 

This means that the soul is accountable to God and not annihilated. It is the true you, 
continuing after death. 

The Spirit: Connection to God 

The spirit is the part of man that can commune with God. Animals do not have this. Only 
man can worship "in spirit and in truth" (John 4:24). 

It is the breath of life—the divine spark, the candle of the Lord: 



"The spirit of man is the candle of the LORD, searching all the inward parts of the belly." 
(Proverbs 20:27) 

"Who knoweth the spirit of man that goeth upward, and the spirit of the beast that goeth 
downward to the earth?" (Ecclesiastes 3:21) 

Paul said: 

"The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God." (Romans 
8:16) 

The spirit: 

• Returns to God at death (Ecclesiastes 12:7) 

• Can be dead in trespasses and sins (Ephesians 2:1) 

• Is quickened at salvation (John 3:6; Titus 3:5) 

• Is the means of spiritual discernment (1 Corinthians 2:11-14) 

At death, the spirit returns to God—the One who gave it. For the saved, this is a reunion. For 
the lost, it is separation. 

Trichotomy vs. Dichotomy: Why It Matters 

Some argue that man is only body and soul/spirit (dichotomy), citing verses like Luke 1:46-
47: 

"My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour." 

But this poetic parallelism does not prove sameness. In fact, the distinction shows a 
layered depth. 

Why Trichotomy Is More Biblical: 

1. 1 Thessalonians 5:23 mentions all three parts distinctly. 

2. Hebrews 4:12 speaks of dividing soul and spirit—if they were the same, division 
would be impossible. 

3. Romans 8:16 speaks of our spirit in relation to God’s Spirit—again, distinction. 

Understanding the differences between soul and spirit helps prevent confusion about 
death, salvation, and eternity. 

What Happens to Each Part at Death? 



1. The Body 

• Ceases function 

• Begins to decay 

• Returns to the dust of the ground 

• Waits for resurrection 

2. The Soul 

• Continues in conscious awareness 

• Goes either to be with the Lord (2 Cor. 5:8) or in torment (Luke 16) 

• Remains the seat of personal identity and memory 

3. The Spirit 

• Returns to God (Eccl. 12:7) 

• For the believer: in fellowship with God 

• For the unbeliever: separation from the life of God (Eph. 4:18) 

Examples from Scripture 

Jesus on the Cross: 

"Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit..." (Luke 23:46) 

His body died, His spirit returned to the Father, and His soul went to Paradise (Acts 2:27). 

Stephen the Martyr: 

"Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." (Acts 7:59) 

Jairus’ Daughter: 

"And her spirit came again, and she arose straightway..." (Luke 8:55) 

These examples affirm the conscious departure of the spirit at death. 

Application: Why This Doctrine Changes Everything 

1. It defines what it means to be human – We are not mere bodies; we are eternal 
beings with a spiritual core. 

2. It clarifies the plan of salvation – Salvation involves the spirit being born again, the 
soul being saved, and the body awaiting resurrection. 



3. It defeats heresies – Soul sleep, reincarnation, annihilationism, and materialism 
crumble under proper biblical anthropology. 

4. It directs how we live now – We should glorify God in body and spirit (1 Corinthians 
6:20), and be sanctified wholly (1 Thessalonians 5:23). 

5. It provides comfort – Knowing our soul and spirit continue immediately after death 
brings peace to the grieving believer. 

Summary: The Whole Man 

Part Nature Function Destination at Death 

Body Physical World interaction, senses Earth (returns to dust) 

Soul Emotional Personality, emotion, memory, will 
Continues in conscious 
existence 

Spirit Spiritual 
Connection to God, spiritual 
discernment 

Returns to God 

Final Reflection 

Man is a triune being, created in the image of a Triune God. Each part has a divine purpose. 
Death does not end existence; it separates. The body returns to dust, the spirit to God, and 
the soul to its eternal home. 

Understanding this distinction clears up theological confusion and sharpens our grasp of 
salvation, sanctification, and resurrection. As believers, we rejoice in the promise that not 
only our spirit and soul are preserved in Christ, but one day, our very bodies will be raised 
incorruptible (1 Corinthians 15:52-53). 

In the moment of death, the parts of man go their separate ways—but in Christ, they will be 
reunited in glory. Let us live now in light of that eternal truth. 
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The Saved in Christ – Absent from the Body, Present with the Lord 

Introduction: Comfort in the Face of Death 

One of the most powerful promises in all of Scripture is found in 2 Corinthians 5:8: 



"We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present 
with the Lord." 

This verse, spoken by the Apostle Paul, has comforted countless believers throughout the 
centuries. But what does it actually mean? When a believer dies, do they go immediately to 
be with Christ? Is there a waiting period? Are they aware, conscious, and joyful in His 
presence? In this third essay of our series, we will explore these questions through 
Scripture, clarifying the destiny of the redeemed immediately after death. 

For the believer, death is not a tragedy. It is a transition. It is not a defeat, but a departure. 
Not a separation from life, but a return to the Source of life. Let us walk through what it 
means to be "absent from the body" and why that means being joyfully, eternally "present 
with the Lord." 

2 Corinthians 5:8 – Context and Confidence 

The Apostle Paul, writing under the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, is not merely speculating. 
He uses the words confident and willing. This is not wishful thinking—it is spiritual 
certainty. 

The context of 2 Corinthians 5 discusses the believer's earthly body as a temporary tent: 

"For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building 
of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens." (2 Corinthians 5:1) 

Paul acknowledges the groaning we feel while in these mortal bodies and expresses a 
desire to be clothed upon with our house which is from heaven (v.2). 

In this context, verse 8 boldly declares: 

"We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present 
with the Lord." 

This is a direct and unambiguous statement of what happens at death for the believer: 

• The moment we are absent from our earthly body, 

• We are immediately present with Jesus Christ. 

There is no delay, no limbo, no soul sleep, no purgatory. The redeemed are received into the 
presence of the Lord. 

Luke 23:43 – The Thief on the Cross 

Jesus said to the repentant thief: 



"Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise." (Luke 23:43) 

Despite the agony of crucifixion, this man was given immediate assurance of his presence 
with Christ in Paradise—that very day. 

If there were a delay, Christ would not have said “today.” There was no soul sleep, no 
waiting. Upon his last breath, the saved thief entered glory with the Lord. 

This single verse dismantles doctrines of purgatory, reincarnation, and unconscious 
waiting. It also affirms the believer’s hope: Christ receives His own the moment they die. 

Philippians 1:21–23 – A Desire to Depart 

Paul expresses a profound truth: 

"For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain... I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to 
depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better." (Philippians 1:21,23) 

Paul did not believe death would bring unconsciousness or a spiritual nap. He longed to 
depart and be with Christ—not to depart and lie dormant. 

If death meant inactivity or soul sleep, it would not be “gain.” 

• Life = Christ 

• Death = Gain 

• Departure = Immediate union with the Savior 

Paul’s theology is consistent. Death is not an enemy for the believer. It is a doorway to 
divine presence. 

Hebrews 12:22–24 – The Heavenly Gathering 

The writer of Hebrews describes the spiritual reality of heaven as it is now: 

"But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem... to the spirits of just men made perfect." (Hebrews 12:22-23) 

This confirms that righteous believers, though departed from earth, are present in heaven 
with God. Their spirits are described as "made perfect"—not unconscious, not asleep, but 
complete and present. 

They are part of a heavenly congregation, alive and gathered. 

Revelation 6:9–11 – Conscious Souls in Heaven 

John sees this in his vision: 



"...I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God... And they 
cried with a loud voice..." (Revelation 6:9-10) 

These saints: 

• Are aware of their martyrdom 

• Cry out for justice 

• Are given white robes and told to rest 

They are clearly conscious, communicative, and active. 

Heaven is not a passive waiting room. The redeemed are very much alive and aware. 

What Is It Like to Be Present with the Lord? 

While Scripture gives glimpses, not full portraits, of post-death experience for believers, we 
do know certain things: 

1. Immediate Presence 

"To be present with the Lord" implies no delay. There is a relocation from the earthly realm 
to the presence of God. 

2. Full Consciousness 

• The believer retains memory, identity, and worshipful expression (see Revelation 
7:9–10). 

• Souls in heaven are able to speak, ask questions, and receive answers. 

3. Comfort and Rest 

"Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord... they may rest from their labours..." 
(Revelation 14:13) 

There is no sorrow, pain, or struggle—only peace and joy. 

4. Eager Anticipation of Resurrection 

While their souls are with Christ, believers await the resurrection of their bodies: 

"...waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body." (Romans 8:23) 

Yet even before the bodily resurrection, they are safe and joyful in Christ’s presence. 

Refuting Soul Sleep and Other Errors 



Some religious systems teach soul sleep—that the soul is unconscious until the 
resurrection. This contradicts Scripture. 

• The rich man in hell and Lazarus in Abraham’s bosom were conscious (Luke 16). 

• Moses and Elijah appeared and spoke with Christ (Luke 9:30). 

• Paul would not long for unconsciousness but for Christ’s presence (Philippians 
1:23). 

Others teach purgatory—a place of temporary suffering to purge sin before heaven. This 
contradicts the finished work of Christ: 

"There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus..." (Romans 
8:1) 

"For by one offering he hath perfected forever them that are sanctified." (Hebrews 10:14) 

To be absent from the body is not to go to a fire or a fog—but to the Savior. 

Old Testament Echoes of the Hope 

Though the fullness of this doctrine is revealed in the New Testament, hints of this hope 
appear in the Old: 

"As for me, I will behold thy face in righteousness: I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with 
thy likeness." (Psalm 17:15) 

"Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterward receive me to glory." (Psalm 73:24) 

Job declared: 

"I know that my redeemer liveth... and though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in 
my flesh shall I see God." (Job 19:25–26) 

The saints of old longed for the very thing we now understand in Christ—eternal fellowship 
with God. 

Christ’s Promise: Where I Am, Ye May Be Also 

Jesus comforted His disciples: 

"In my Father's house are many mansions... I go to prepare a place for you... I will come 
again and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also." (John 14:2–3) 

This is not just about the second coming—it is the ongoing reality that the moment a 
believer dies, Christ receives them. He has prepared a place. He welcomes them. 



Summary of Truths 

Question Answer 

Where do believers go when they 
die? 

Directly into the presence of the Lord (2 Cor. 5:8) 

Are they conscious? 
Yes. Fully aware, worshipful, and at rest (Rev. 6:9-11, 
Phil. 1:23) 

Do they wait for the resurrection? 
Yes. Their soul is with Christ, awaiting a glorified body 
(Rom. 8:23) 

Is there purgatory or soul sleep? 
No. These are unbiblical doctrines. Christ’s work is 
complete. 

Final Reflection 

To be saved is to be eternally secure. To die in Christ is to immediately be welcomed into 
His presence. There is no darkness, no delay, no dread. There is only the light of His face, 
the sound of His voice, and the peace of His presence. 

To be absent from the body is not to be missing—but to be more present than ever before. 
For the believer, death is not a shadow but a sunrise. It is not the closing of a book, but the 
turning of a page. It is the welcome embrace of the Savior who died and rose again to make 
the way clear. 

As Paul said: 

"For whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, we die unto the Lord... 
whether we live therefore, or die, we are the Lord’s." (Romans 14:8) 

And as Jesus promised: 

"Because I live, ye shall live also." (John 14:19) 

For the saved in Christ, the moment of death is the moment of glory. That truth changes 
how we live, how we grieve, and how we hope. Maranatha. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. 
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The Lost – In Hell, He Lifted Up His Eyes 

Introduction: The Terrifying Reality No One Wants to Face 

Death comes for all, but what lies beyond it is not the same for everyone. For the saved, 
Scripture speaks of peace, presence with the Lord, and eternal reward. But for the lost, the 
Bible paints a terrifying picture: consciousness, torment, and irreversible separation from 
God. In this fourth part of our series, we look deeply at Luke 16:19–31, one of the clearest 
biblical accounts of what happens to the unsaved immediately after death. 

This passage is not a parable—it contains names, specific dialogue, and a setting 
consistent with doctrine. Jesus pulls back the veil and allows us to glimpse the fate of 
those who die without salvation. The moment the lost take their last breath, their soul 
begins an eternal experience of judgment and torment. 

This doctrine is not pleasant, but it is necessary. It should drive the believer to urgent 
evangelism and the sinner to urgent repentance. 

Luke 16:19–31 – A Divine Window into the Afterlife 

"There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared 
sumptuously every day..." 

"And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus..." 

This passage contrasts two men: 

• A rich man who lived lavishly 

• A poor beggar named Lazarus who sat at his gate 

Both die, but their eternal fates are starkly different. 

The Rich Man: 

• Dies and is buried 

• In hell, he lifts up his eyes 

• Is in torments 

• Sees Abraham and Lazarus afar off 

• Cries for mercy 

• Feels thirst and flame 



• Begins to plead for his brothers 

This is not symbolic language. It is descriptive of a real experience. 

"...in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments..." (Luke 16:23) 

Key Details from Luke 16: 

• Immediate awareness: There is no delay, no sleep. The rich man is instantly aware. 

• Physical sensations: He is in torment, feels flame, thirsts. 

• Memory and regret: He remembers Lazarus, his brothers, and his past. 

• Desire for mercy: He begs for water and for someone to warn his family. 

• Fixed destiny: There is a great gulf fixed. No one can pass over. 

The Nature of Hades: Temporary Yet Terrifying 

The word hell in Luke 16 is the Greek word Hades, which corresponds to the Hebrew word 
Sheol. It is the current holding place for the unsaved dead. Though it is not yet the final 
Lake of Fire (Revelation 20), it is still a place of conscious torment. 

Some falsely teach that the wicked are annihilated or unconscious. But Scripture 
repeatedly testifies otherwise: 

"The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God." (Psalm 9:17) 

"The sorrows of hell compassed me about..." (2 Samuel 22:6) 

"Hell from beneath is moved for thee to meet thee at thy coming..." (Isaiah 14:9) 

Hades is not symbolic. It is a real location in the spiritual realm where the souls of the 
unsaved are held in torment, awaiting final judgment. 

Consciousness and Memory in Hell 

The most sobering truth from Luke 16 is the mental clarity the rich man retains: 

• He remembers his life. 

• He recognizes Lazarus and Abraham. 

• He feels agony. 

• He expresses desire. 

• He argues. 



• He pleads for his family. 

Hell is not a place of forgetfulness—it is a place of permanent memory and relentless 
regret. 

"Son, remember..." (Luke 16:25) 

Memory in hell may be one of the greatest torments. The sinner remembers every rejected 
gospel message, every ignored call to repentance, every sin indulged, every prayer mocked, 
every excuse made. 

No Second Chances 

"And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would 
pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence." 
(Luke 16:26) 

There is no passage from hell to heaven. There is no post-death repentance. No purgatory. 
No reincarnation. No escape. 

Once a person dies without Christ, their fate is sealed. This is why Scripture emphasizes: 

"...now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation." (2 Corinthians 6:2) 

Hell Is Real: Confirmed by Jesus 

Jesus spoke more about hell than He did about heaven. He described it in terrifying detail: 

"Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched." (Mark 9:44) 

"And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal." 
(Matthew 25:46) 

"Fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell." (Matthew 10:28) 

If hell were symbolic or temporary, Jesus would not have used such sobering language. He 
warned again and again. 

The Moral of the Story: Scripture Is Sufficient 

The rich man begged Abraham to send Lazarus back from the dead to warn his five 
brothers. Abraham’s reply is stunning: 

"They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them." (Luke 16:29) 

"If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose 
from the dead." (Luke 16:31) 



This shows us that Scripture is enough. If people reject the Word of God, they will not 
believe even if someone came back from the dead—which Jesus Himself did. 

Revelation 20:11–15 – The Final Judgment 

Hades is not the final hell. It is a temporary holding place until the Great White Throne 
Judgment: 

"And death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every 
man according to their works." (Revelation 20:13) 

Then: 

"And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death." (Revelation 
20:14) 

The Lake of Fire is the final, eternal place of punishment for all who reject Christ. There is 
no escape from its eternal flames (Mark 9:43–48). 

Biblical Terminology Clarified 

Term Meaning 

Sheol (OT) The place of the dead; both righteous and unrighteous 

Hades (NT) Greek equivalent of Sheol; temporary place for unsaved dead 

Gehenna Used by Jesus; points to final, eternal hell (Lake of Fire) 

Tartarus Deepest abyss; mentioned in 2 Peter 2:4 for fallen angels 

Lake of Fire Final place of judgment (Revelation 20:14-15) 

Common Misconceptions About Hell 

1. “Hell is a metaphor” 

False. Jesus gave literal warnings, described flames, thirst, and separation. Luke 16 is clear, 
and Revelation is vivid. If it’s only symbolic, it’s symbolic of something worse. 

2. “A loving God wouldn’t send anyone to hell” 

God is loving—but also just and holy. He made a way of escape through Jesus Christ. Those 
who reject Him choose condemnation. 



"He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned 
already..." (John 3:18) 

3. “Hell is for really bad people” 

All have sinned (Romans 3:23). All deserve hell. Only those who have trusted Christ are 
saved. Good works cannot erase sin. 

"Not by works of righteousness which we have done..." (Titus 3:5) 

The Urgency of Salvation 

If hell is real—and it is—then nothing matters more than being saved. 

• The gospel is not a suggestion; it is a rescue. 

• Jesus came to seek and to save that which was lost (Luke 19:10). 

• There is no other name under heaven whereby we must be saved (Acts 4:12). 

"How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation...?" (Hebrews 2:3) 

Final Reflection 

The rich man in hell never asked to be taken out—he knew it was too late. But he begged 
that his family be warned. He became a missionary too late. 

Hell is not a party. It is not a state of mind. It is not temporary. It is eternal separation from 
the love, light, and life of God. 

Jesus warned of it. Paul wrote of it. John saw it. And God made a way of escape from it: 

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life." (John 3:16) 

Hell is real. Hell is forever. But hell is avoidable. Choose Christ while there is time. 

"In hell he lift up his eyes..." May no one reading this ever utter those words. 
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Paradise Before the Cross vs. After the Cross 

Introduction: What Changed When Jesus Died? 



One of the most fascinating and misunderstood topics in biblical theology is the location 
and nature of Paradise—the place of the righteous dead. Where did Old Testament saints 
go before the cross? What did Jesus mean when He told the thief, "Today shalt thou be with 
me in paradise" (Luke 23:43)? And what happened in those three days while Jesus was in 
the heart of the earth? 

In this fifth part of our series, we will carefully explore what the Bible teaches about 
Paradise, the realm known as Abraham’s bosom, and what changed after the redemptive 
work of Christ. Key passages such as Ephesians 4:8–10, Luke 16, and Luke 23 provide 
important doctrinal insights into the relocation of Paradise and the eternal implications of 
Christ’s death and resurrection. 

Understanding the Terms: Paradise, Abraham’s Bosom, and Hades 

Before diving into what changed, we must define three key terms that appear throughout 
Scripture: 

1. Paradise 

The term “Paradise” is used three times in the New Testament: 

• Luke 23:43 – “Today shalt thou be with me in paradise.” 

• 2 Corinthians 12:4 – Paul was “caught up into paradise.” 

• Revelation 2:7 – The tree of life is in “the paradise of God.” 

Paradise is a term that describes the blissful dwelling place of the righteous— 
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Before diving into what changed, we must define three key terms that appear throughout 
Scripture: 

1. Paradise 

The term “Paradise” is used three times in the New Testament: 

• Luke 23:43 – “Today shalt thou be with me in paradise.” 

• 2 Corinthians 12:4 – Paul was “caught up into paradise.” 

• Revelation 2:7 – The tree of life is in “the paradise of God.” 

Paradise is a term that describes the blissful dwelling place of the righteous—an 
intermediate state of conscious blessing prior to the resurrection. 

2. Abraham’s Bosom 

In Luke 16:22, the beggar Lazarus is carried to “Abraham’s bosom.” This is clearly a place of 
comfort and peace, in contrast to the torment of Hades where the rich man is. 

Abraham’s bosom appears to be the Old Testament name for what Jesus later called 
Paradise. It was located within Hades but separated from the place of torment by a great 
gulf. 

3. Hades (Sheol) 

In Hebrew, Sheol refers broadly to the realm of the dead. In Greek, Hades is its equivalent. 
Before the cross, both the righteous and unrighteous dead went to Sheol/Hades, but to 
different compartments: 

• Torment – for the wicked 

• Abraham’s bosom/Paradise – for the righteous 

Luke 16:22–26 – The Two Compartments of Hades 

Jesus reveals this geography clearly in the account of the rich man and Lazarus: 



• Lazarus dies and is carried by angels to Abraham’s bosom. 

• The rich man dies and is in torment. 

• There is a great gulf fixed between them. 

This tells us that prior to the cross: 

• The righteous dead were comforted in Abraham’s bosom. 

• The wicked were tormented in Hades. 

• Both compartments were in the heart of the earth (cf. Matthew 12:40). 

The Crucial Turning Point: The Cross of Christ 

Everything changed when Jesus died and rose again. 

“Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts 
unto men. 

(Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of 
the earth?” 

“He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might 
fill all things.)” (Ephesians 4:8–10) 

This passage reveals several key truths: 

1. Christ descended into the lower parts of the earth — the same region where 
Abraham’s bosom was located. 

2. He led captivity captive — meaning He took those who were in a “captive” state 
(i.e., the righteous dead who had not yet entered heaven) and brought them out. 

3. Upon ascending, He brought them with Him. 

In short: Christ relocated Paradise. 

Luke 23:43 – “Today Shalt Thou Be With Me in Paradise” 

When Jesus told the repentant thief he would be in Paradise that day, He was not referring 
to heaven (as in the third heaven, where God’s throne is), but to Abraham’s bosom. 

Jesus Himself did not ascend to the Father until after His resurrection: 

“Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father…” (John 20:17) 



So where was Paradise when Jesus died? In the heart of the earth. That’s where both Jesus 
and the thief went on that day. 

This affirms that: 

• Paradise was not yet in heaven. 

• It was a compartment of Hades. 

• Jesus went there to proclaim victory. 

1 Peter 3:18–19 – Preaching to Spirits 

“Being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit: 

By which also he went and preached unto the spirits in prison.” 

Jesus, during the three days between His death and resurrection, went into Hades—not to 
suffer, but to proclaim His triumph. This was not evangelism, but declaration. He was 
announcing that redemption was accomplished. 

This likely includes: 

• Proclaiming victory over Satan and death. 

• Declaring release to the righteous dead. 

• Shaming the fallen angels (cf. 2 Peter 2:4). 

Hebrews 10:19–20 – A New and Living Way 

“Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus.” 

The way into the heavenly holy place was not available to Old Testament saints. Animal 
sacrifices could not cleanse them fully (Hebrews 10:4). They were saved, but they could 
not yet enter God’s presence in heaven. 

When Jesus died and rose again, His blood opened the way. The veil was torn. Heaven was 
opened. 

Then, and only then, could Paradise be relocated from the heart of the earth to the third 
heaven. 

2 Corinthians 12:2–4 – Paradise Is Now in Heaven 

Paul recounts a heavenly vision: 



“...such an one caught up to the third heaven... caught up into paradise, and heard 
unspeakable words…” 

Paradise is now in the third heaven—the dwelling place of God. It has been moved from 
the heart of the earth to glory. 

This confirms: 

• Paradise was once down, now it is up. 

• The righteous dead no longer go to Abraham’s bosom. 

• They go immediately to be with the Lord (2 Corinthians 5:8). 

Summary Timeline 

Event Paradise Location Description 

Old Testament (Before 
Cross) 

Abraham’s bosom 
(Hades) 

Righteous dead comforted, awaiting 
redemption 

Crucifixion Heart of the earth 
Jesus descends, proclaims victory, 
promises Paradise 

Resurrection/Ascension 
Paradise moved 
upward 

Jesus brings righteous souls into 
heaven 

New Testament era Third Heaven 
Believers now go directly to be with 
Christ 

Doctrinal Significance of the Shift 

1. Full Atonement Was Accomplished 

Before the cross, sins were covered, not removed. After the cross, they are cleansed 
forever. This changed everything for access to God. 

“But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down on the right hand 
of God.” (Hebrews 10:12) 

2. Immediate Presence with Christ 

Today, the believer doesn’t wait in a compartment of Hades. Upon death, he or she is 
immediately with Christ (Philippians 1:23). 

3. Hades No Longer Contains the Righteous 



Only the wicked remain in Hades, awaiting judgment (Revelation 20:13). The righteous are 
in heaven. 

4. Preaches the Superiority of the New Covenant 

The Old Testament saints looked forward to the cross. We look back at the finished work. 
Their souls rested in hope (Psalm 16:9). Ours rejoice in fulfillment. 

Refuting False Teachings 

1. Soul Sleep 

Luke 16, Luke 23, and Paul’s writings all affirm conscious awareness after death. Soul 
sleep is a heretical doctrine that denies immediate reward or punishment. 

2. Purgatory 

The righteous before the cross were not purged in torment—they were comforted in 
Abraham’s bosom. Purgatory has no biblical support. 

3. Jesus Suffering in Hell 

Some teach that Jesus went to hell to be tormented. This is false. His work was finished on 
the cross (John 19:30). He went to Paradise, not punishment. 

Application for Today 

Understanding this doctrinal shift: 

• Deepens our appreciation for the finished work of Christ. 

• Clarifies where believers go when they die. 

• Disarms false teachings and misunderstandings. 

• Comforts believers who know loved ones are with the Lord. 

Paradise is not beneath our feet—it is above the stars. It is the heavenly home of those 
washed in the blood of the Lamb. 

Final Reflection 

Jesus’ death didn’t just tear a veil—it relocated Paradise. He descended to proclaim 
victory, and then ascended, bringing the faithful home. Abraham, Moses, David, and the 
thief on the cross—all now rejoice in the presence of God. 

The believer today does not need to fear the unknown. Death is not a descent into the 
unknown but an ascent into glory. 



“To be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord.” (2 Corinthians 5:8) 

Heaven is open. The veil is torn. The tomb is empty. And Paradise is no longer a place of 
waiting, but a place of worship. 

Because of the cross, Paradise is now where Jesus is—and that’s where every saved soul 
goes the moment they breathe their last. Praise God for the finished work of Christ! 
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Sleep or Consciousness? – Refuting Soul Sleep 

Introduction: The Confusion About Death's Silence 

One of the most persistent doctrines among fringe theological movements is the idea of 
soul sleep—the belief that after death, the soul enters an unconscious state until the 
resurrection. Advocates of this doctrine teach that both the saved and unsaved are 
unaware, inactive, and in a type of spiritual slumber, awaiting the final judgment. 

Groups such as the Seventh-day Adventists, Jehovah’s Witnesses, and Christadelphians 
promote this view. But is it biblical? Or is it a misinterpretation of symbolic language in 
Scripture? In this sixth installment of our study, we will examine what the Bible says about 
the term "sleep," compare it with passages describing post-death consciousness, and 
provide a thorough refutation of the doctrine of soul sleep. 

Our aim is to establish clearly and biblically that the soul does not sleep. At death, the 
body may rest, but the soul remains fully conscious, either in comfort or torment. 

What Is Soul Sleep? 

Soul sleep is the belief that the soul of a dead person remains unconscious and unaware 
between the time of death and the resurrection. In this view, there is no heaven or hell 
experience immediately after death—just silence, darkness, and nothingness until the final 
day. 

Proponents use verses that refer to death as “sleep” to support their claim. But does this 
stand up to biblical scrutiny? 

Sleep in Scripture: Literal or Figurative? 

Let’s begin by examining what the Bible means when it speaks of “sleep” in reference to 
death. 



Old Testament Usage: 

• Job 14:12 – “So man lieth down, and riseth not: till the heavens be no more, they 
shall not awake, nor be raised out of their sleep.” 

• Daniel 12:2 – “And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake…” 

New Testament Usage: 

• Matthew 27:52 – “And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which 
slept arose.” 

• Acts 7:60 – “And when he had said this, he fell asleep.” (Speaking of Stephen’s 
martyrdom) 

• 1 Thessalonians 4:14 – “Them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.” 

In every one of these examples, the term “sleep” is a figure of speech—a metaphor for 
physical death, not a statement about the soul’s condition. 

Why Use the Word “Sleep”? 

• It emphasizes the temporary nature of death for the believer. 

• It speaks of rest from earthly labor. 

• It implies a future awakening (resurrection). 

• It describes the body, not the soul. 

Sleep in Scripture is a gentle metaphor, particularly for the believer, to remove the fear and 
sting of death. But nowhere does it mean that the soul is unconscious. 

Refuting Soul Sleep with Scripture 

Let’s now turn to the clearest passages that speak directly about the conscious state of the 
dead. 

1. Luke 16:19–31 – The Rich Man and Lazarus 

This account (not a parable) shows: 

• Lazarus is comforted in Abraham’s bosom. 

• The rich man is tormented in flame. 

• Both are aware, speaking, and remembering. 

If soul sleep were true, this scene would be impossible. 



2. Philippians 1:23 – Paul’s Desire 

“...having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better.” 

Paul expected immediate presence with Christ at death—not unconscious waiting. Death 
was “gain” (v. 21) because it meant being with Jesus. 

3. 2 Corinthians 5:8 – Absent from the Body 

“We are confident... to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.” 

Again, this is an immediate transition, not a soul-sleeping delay. If Paul believed in soul 
sleep, this verse would make no sense. 

4. Revelation 6:9–11 – Martyrs Crying Out 

• Souls of the slain cry out for justice. 

• They are given white robes. 

• They are told to rest “a little season.” 

These souls are alive, speaking, and waiting consciously. There is no unconsciousness 
here. 

5. Luke 23:43 – The Thief on the Cross 

“Today shalt thou be with me in paradise.” 

Jesus did not say, “You will sleep until the resurrection.” He said “today”—an immediate 
conscious experience. 

6. Matthew 17:3 – Moses and Elijah Appear 

• They appear with Jesus and speak to Him. 

• They are conscious, not sleeping. 

This occurred long after their deaths, proving awareness in the afterlife. 

7. Hebrews 12:1 – The Great Cloud of Witnesses 

“Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses...” 

These saints are watching, witnessing, and surrounding us. That implies conscious 
awareness, not sleep. 

Misused Scriptures by Soul Sleep Advocates 



Let’s examine some common verses soul sleep teachers twist and clarify their true 
meaning. 

Ecclesiastes 9:5 – “The dead know not any thing...” 

This refers to knowledge of earthly matters, not soul awareness in eternity. The context is 
life “under the sun” (Eccl. 1:14). 

Psalm 6:5 – “In death there is no remembrance of thee...” 

Again, this is from a poetic psalm. It reflects the lack of earthly participation, not denial of 
heavenly awareness. 

John 11:11 – “Our friend Lazarus sleepeth...” 

Jesus Himself then clarifies: 

“Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead.” (v. 14) 

He used “sleep” figuratively, then explained He meant physical death. 

Theological Problems with Soul Sleep 

1. It Denies Immediate Fellowship with Christ 

• If the soul sleeps, there is no conscious joy in the presence of the Lord. 

2. It Undermines the Comfort of Heaven 

• Paul said to comfort one another with these words (1 Thess. 4:18). 

• Soul sleep offers no such comfort. 

3. It Contradicts the Hope of Martyrs 

• Revelation 6 shows martyrs in heaven crying for justice. If they’re asleep, who’s 
crying? 

4. It Misinterprets Symbolic Language 

• Not everything poetic in Scripture is literal. 

• “Sleep” is metaphorical; doctrine must come from didactic passages. 

Historical Teaching of the Church 

Soul sleep is a modern aberration, not a historic Christian doctrine. Early church fathers 
and reformers taught the immediate presence of the soul with God or in punishment. 



Justin Martyr, A.D. 150: 

“We expect to receive again our own bodies, though they be dead and cast into the earth, 
since we maintain that with God nothing is impossible.” 

John Calvin: 

“There is no sleep of the soul. Those who dream of it contradict the words of Christ.” 

The Westminster Confession (1646): 

“The souls of the righteous... are received into the highest heavens... and behold the face 
of God.” 

Application: Why It Matters 

1. For the Comfort of the Bereaved 

Knowing that saved loved ones are alive with Christ brings peace and hope. 

2. For the Urgency of Evangelism 

If the lost are in torment immediately, we must preach the gospel now. 

3. For the Joy of Anticipation 

Death for the believer is not a long nap—it is immediate promotion. 

4. For Clarity Against False Doctrines 

Soul sleep is often a doorway into bigger heresies—denials of hell, annihilationism, and 
rejection of eternal judgment. 

Summary of Key Points 

Claim of Soul Sleep Biblical Refutation 

Sleep means unconsciousness “Sleep” is a metaphor for physical death 

The dead don’t know anything Refers to earthly activity (Eccl. 9:5) 

The soul sleeps until resurrection Luke 16, Luke 23, Revelation 6, 2 Cor. 5 refute this 

Jesus taught soul sleep He promised immediate Paradise (Luke 23:43) 

Final Reflection 



The Bible is abundantly clear: death is not the end of consciousness. While the body 
sleeps in the grave, the soul continues. For the saved, that means joy in Christ’s presence. 
For the lost, it means torment in Hades. 

The metaphor of “sleep” is meant to comfort—not confuse. It softens the blow of death for 
the believer, but it never implies unconsciousness. If anything, death awakens us to the 
truest and most eternal reality. 

So let us reject the soul sleep doctrine, not in anger, but in truth. And let us comfort one 
another with the knowledge that when the believer breathes their last, they open their eyes 
not in darkness, but in glory. 

“For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” (Philippians 1:21) 
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Resurrection of the Body – The First Resurrection 

Introduction: Death Is Not the End of the Body 

Though death separates the body from the soul and spirit, it is not the final state for the 
believer. The Christian hope is not only for a disembodied existence in heaven but for a 
glorious bodily resurrection. One day, our physical frame will rise from the grave, 
incorruptible and eternal. This is the essence of the first resurrection—a promise made 
sure by the resurrection of Jesus Christ Himself. 

In this seventh part of our series, we examine the doctrine of bodily resurrection, focusing 
on what the Bible calls the first resurrection (Revelation 20:5–6). We will explore when it 
happens, who is included, what kind of bodies we will receive, and how this great event fits 
into God's prophetic calendar. 

From Job’s ancient declaration—"in my flesh shall I see God"—to Paul’s detailed 
description in 1 Corinthians 15 and 1 Thessalonians 4, the resurrection of the body is a 
cornerstone of biblical eschatology and Christian hope. 

What Is the First Resurrection? 

The term “first resurrection” appears specifically in Revelation 20:5–6: 



“But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished. This is the 
first resurrection. Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such 
the second death hath no power...” 

Key Points: 

• There are two resurrections: one for the righteous, one for the unrighteous. 

• The first resurrection is for the saved. 

• The second resurrection is for the unsaved, at the Great White Throne (Rev. 20:11–
15). 

The first resurrection is not a single event but an orderly series that unfolds in stages. 

The Resurrection Order: 1 Corinthians 15:20–23 

Paul lays out the sequence: 

“But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept... every 
man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming.” 

The Order: 

1. Christ – The Firstfruits (already accomplished) 

2. Church Age Saints – At the Rapture (1 Thess. 4:16–17) 

3. Tribulation Saints – After Christ’s Return (Rev. 20:4–6) 

4. Old Testament Saints – At the End of the Tribulation (Dan. 12:2, Isa. 26:19) 

Together, these constitute the first resurrection. 

1 Thessalonians 4:16–17 – The Rapture of the Church 

“For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout... and the dead in Christ 
shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up...” 

This moment, often referred to as the rapture, is the resurrection of the Church Age 
saints. 

What Happens: 

• Christ descends with a shout. 

• The dead in Christ are raised bodily. 

• Living believers are transformed (1 Cor. 15:51–52). 



• All are caught up to meet the Lord in the air. 

This is not a spiritual resurrection. This is a bodily event—graves open, dust reassembled, 
glorified bodies formed. 

Revelation 20:4–6 – Tribulation Saints Raised 

“...and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus... and they lived 
and reigned with Christ a thousand years.” 

This refers to tribulation martyrs—those who refused the mark of the beast. They are 
raised at the beginning of the millennial reign. 

Verse 5 declares: 

“This is the first resurrection.” 

So the first resurrection includes: 

• Church saints 

• Old Testament saints 

• Tribulation martyrs 

It is a collective resurrection of all the righteous. 

Daniel 12:2 – The Old Testament Resurrection 

“And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting 
life...” 

The righteous from the Old Testament period are also included. They looked forward to the 
Messiah by faith and will receive glorified bodies as part of the first resurrection. 

Jesus affirmed this: 

“...for all live unto him.” (Luke 20:38) 

The Nature of the Resurrected Body 

Paul gives the most extensive teaching on the nature of the resurrected body in 1 
Corinthians 15:35–54: 

“It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body.” 

Characteristics: 

• Incorruptible (v. 42) – no more sickness, death, or decay. 



• Glorious (v. 43) – radiant and powerful. 

• Spiritual (v. 44) – not ghost-like, but Spirit-empowered. 

• Immortal (v. 53) – no possibility of dying again. 

Jesus’ resurrected body is our pattern. He could eat, be touched, appear and disappear, 
and ascend to heaven. 

“We shall be like him.” (1 John 3:2) 

Why a Bodily Resurrection? 

God made man a body, soul, and spirit (1 Thess. 5:23). Salvation is not complete until the 
body is redeemed. 

“...waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.” (Romans 8:23) 

Reasons for bodily resurrection: 

• To fulfill the full redemption of man. 

• To defeat death physically. 

• To enable eternal reign with Christ on earth (Rev. 5:10). 

• To reverse the curse of Eden. 

Misunderstandings and Errors 

1. Spiritual-Only Resurrection 

Some claim resurrection is symbolic of being born again. But Scripture is clear: graves 
open, bodies are changed (John 5:28–29). 

2. General Resurrection of All at Once 

The Bible speaks of two distinct resurrections: 

• First Resurrection – of the righteous (Rev. 20:6) 

• Second Resurrection – of the wicked (Rev. 20:11–15) 

These are separated by 1,000 years. 

3. Soul Sleep Until Resurrection 

As established in Essay 6, the soul is conscious. Resurrection is for the body. 

Connection to the Rapture and Second Coming 



The first resurrection is tied to key prophetic events: 

• The rapture includes the resurrection of Church Age saints. 

• The Second Coming includes the resurrection of Tribulation and Old Testament 
saints. 

Christ’s return unfolds in phases, and so does the first resurrection. 

“Every man in his own order...” (1 Cor. 15:23) 

The Glorious Hope of the Believer 

The doctrine of the resurrection brings: 

• Hope in sorrow (1 Thess. 4:13) 

• Motivation for purity (1 John 3:3) 

• Assurance of victory (1 Cor. 15:54–57) 

• Anticipation of reward (Phil. 3:21) 

This is why Paul says: 

“Comfort one another with these words.” (1 Thess. 4:18) 

Summary Timeline of the First Resurrection 

Event Group Resurrected Passage 

Christ’s Resurrection Christ alone 1 Cor. 15:20 

Rapture Church Age Saints 1 Thess. 4:16–17 

Tribulation Saints Raised Martyrs Revelation 20:4–6 

OT Saints Resurrected Faithful before Christ Daniel 12:2, Isaiah 26:19 

Final Reflection 

The resurrection of the body is not optional—it is central to Christian doctrine. Without it, 
the grave has won. But in Christ, the grave loses its grip, and death loses its sting. 

This resurrection is the culmination of salvation. The soul is saved at the moment of faith, 
the spirit is quickened, and the body will be raised incorruptible. We will be complete—
body, soul, and spirit—ready to dwell with our Savior forever. 



“And so shall we ever be with the Lord.” (1 Thess. 4:17) 

The first resurrection is the blessed hope of the believer. Make sure you’re part of it. 

“Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection...” (Revelation 20:6) 
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The Rapture – The Living Caught Up 

Introduction: A Mystery Revealed to the Church 

The Bible speaks not only of the resurrection of the dead but of a glorious moment when 
living believers will be caught up, transformed in an instant to meet the Lord in the air. This 
event is commonly referred to as the rapture—a term derived from the Latin rapturo, 
meaning to be seized or snatched away. 

The rapture is a unique event, distinct from the second coming, where Jesus descends not 
to the earth but to the clouds, calling His Church home. It is the moment when living 
Christians do not taste death but are immediately changed. This is the “blessed hope” Paul 
speaks of in Titus 2:13. 

In this eighth essay of our series, we will examine what Scripture teaches about what 
happens to the living at the rapture. We will study key passages such as 1 Thessalonians 
4:16–17, 1 Corinthians 15:51–52, and explore the nature, timing, and transformation 
involved in this event. We will also address common objections and clarify the rapture’s 
significance for believers today. 

Key Passage: 1 Thessalonians 4:16–17 

“For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 

Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, 
to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” 

What Happens: 

• Christ descends from heaven (but not to earth). 

• A shout, voice, and trumpet signal the moment. 

• The dead in Christ are resurrected (see Essay 7). 



• Living believers are caught up—without dying. 

• All are united in the clouds and brought into Christ’s presence. 

This is not allegory or metaphor. It is a literal, physical, supernatural event. 

1 Corinthians 15:51–52 – A Mystery Revealed 

“Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 

In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump...” 

Paul emphasizes that not all believers will experience death (“sleep”), but all will be 
changed. 

Key Truths: 

• It is instantaneous: “in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye.” 

• It is universal for the Church: “we shall all be changed.” 

• It includes both the resurrected dead and the transformed living. 

This transformation is necessary because our current bodies are mortal and corruptible. 
They must be changed to dwell in eternal glory. 

The Nature of the Change 

“For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.” (1 
Corinthians 15:53) 

The rapture involves: 

• A change in substance – From mortal to immortal 

• A change in quality – From weakness to power 

• A change in function – From earthly to heavenly 

Just as Christ’s resurrected body could pass through doors and ascend to heaven, so will 
our bodies be glorified. 

“Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body...” 
(Philippians 3:21) 

The Living Believers at the Rapture 

Those who are alive at the moment of the rapture will: 



1. Hear the shout, voice, and trumpet. 

2. Witness the resurrection of the dead in Christ. 

3. Be instantly transformed. 

4. Be caught up to meet Christ in the air. 

They do not experience death. Instead, they transition from life to life more abundantly. 

Example – Enoch and Elijah 

Both Enoch and Elijah were taken to heaven without dying: 

• “And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him.” (Genesis 5:24) 

• “And Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.” (2 Kings 2:11) 

These men are pictures of the living saints at the rapture. 

The Distinction Between the Rapture and the Second Coming 

Feature Rapture Second Coming 

Christ Appears In the air (1 Thess. 4:17) To the earth (Zech. 14:4) 

Purpose To receive the Church To judge and rule 

Involves Believers only All nations 

Imminent? Yes – can happen any moment No – follows tribulation 

Phase of Return Before wrath (1 Thess. 1:10) After wrath (Rev. 19) 

Understanding this distinction is crucial. The rapture is for the Church. The second coming 
is with the Church. 

The Timing of the Rapture 

This is one of the most debated aspects. While this series affirms a pre-tribulational 
rapture (before the 7-year tribulation), it is vital to stay grounded in Scripture. 

Reasons for Pre-Trib View: 

1. Imminence – No prophesied event must occur first (Titus 2:13). 

2. Delivered from wrath – 1 Thessalonians 1:10, 5:9 



3. Absence of Church in Revelation 6–18 – The Church is not seen during the 
tribulation. 

4. Distinction between Israel and the Church – The tribulation is called “the time of 
Jacob’s trouble” (Jeremiah 30:7). 

Whether one holds to pre-, mid-, or post-trib views, the rapture is clearly taught in 
Scripture. 

Common Objections Addressed 

“The word ‘rapture’ isn’t in the Bible.” 

True. But the word “Bible” isn’t either. The Greek term harpazo means “to snatch” or “catch 
away”—translated “caught up” in 1 Thessalonians 4:17. 

“It’s a new doctrine.” 

Not at all. Paul wrote about it in the first century. The early church expected Christ at any 
time (1 Thess. 1:10). 

“The rapture and second coming are the same.” 

Scripture distinguishes them: 

• Rapture = Christ comes for His saints. 

• Second Coming = Christ comes with His saints. 

“It’s escapism.” 

No, it’s biblical hope. Jesus said: 

“Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these 
things...” (Luke 21:36) 

The Emotional Impact of the Rapture 

For believers, the rapture is: 

• Reunion – We will see loved ones again. 

• Relief – From pain, persecution, and sorrow. 

• Reward – The beginning of eternal joy. 

• Reality – Not a theory, but a guaranteed event. 

“Wherefore comfort one another with these words.” (1 Thessalonians 4:18) 



The rapture is not a fairy tale. It is God’s promise to His bride. And the Groom always keeps 
His word. 

Living in Readiness 

Knowing this event could happen at any moment should change how we live: 

• Purity – “Every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself.” (1 John 3:3) 

• Evangelism – Time is short. 

• Endurance – Our trials are temporary. 

• Worship – Our Savior is coming. 

Summary of the Rapture for the Living 

Event Truth 

What happens? Living believers are transformed and caught up 

Is it physical? Yes. Bodily transformation and relocation 

Is it immediate? Yes. Twinkling of an eye 

Do we meet Jesus? Yes. In the clouds, then always with Him 

Will we see the dead rise? Yes. They rise first, then we follow 

Final Reflection 

The rapture is the great unannounced trumpet blast of heaven—the King coming for His 
redeemed. For the living saints, it will be the most glorious moment ever experienced: a 
sudden, irreversible entrance into eternity with Christ. 

Death will be bypassed. Decay will be skipped. Sorrow will vanish. And in that instant, we 
will step from time into glory. 

“And so shall we ever be with the Lord.” 

What a promise. What a Savior. And what a future. Keep looking up. 

“Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ.” (Titus 2:13) 
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The Judgment Seat of Christ – Rewards for the Saved 

Introduction: Salvation Settled, Service Examined 

One of the most overlooked doctrines in modern Christianity is the Judgment Seat of 
Christ—a future event where believers in Jesus Christ will stand before their Savior to give 
account of their works, not their sins. Unlike the Great White Throne Judgment reserved for 
the unsaved (Revelation 20:11–15), this judgment is not about salvation or condemnation, 
but about rewards or loss. 

This ninth essay in our series explores the profound and sobering reality of the Judgment 
Seat of Christ. Through passages like 1 Corinthians 3:11–15 and 2 Corinthians 5:10, we 
will uncover what it means to be judged for our labor in the Lord, how eternal rewards are 
earned, and why this judgment should both comfort and compel us. 

2 Corinthians 5:10 – We Must All Appear 

"For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the 
things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad." 

Key Truths: 

• This judgment is for believers only (Paul includes himself). 

• It concerns works, not sins (which were judged at the cross). 

• It involves both reward and loss, not salvation. 

This is not a courtroom where salvation is on trial. It is a review of our faithfulness, motives, 
and labor for Christ. 

1 Corinthians 3:11–15 – Gold, Silver, Wood, Hay 

"Every man's work shall be made manifest... it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try 
every man's work of what sort it is." 

Paul uses the metaphor of building upon a foundation: 

• Foundation = Jesus Christ 

• Materials = Our works and service 

• Fire = Divine testing 



Outcomes: 

1. Gold, Silver, Precious Stones – Enduring works done in the Spirit 

2. Wood, Hay, Stubble – Superficial, flesh-driven works that burn away 

"If any man's work abide... he shall receive a reward. If any man's work shall be burned, he 
shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved." 

This confirms that: 

• The believer’s soul is saved regardless. 

• But their works may be burned up. 

• There can be great reward or great loss in eternity. 

What Will Be Judged? 

1. Our Works (Romans 14:10–12) 

"...every one of us shall give account of himself to God." 

Everything we’ve done in the body—ministry, service, giving, time usage, relationships—will 
be assessed. 

2. Our Motives (1 Corinthians 4:5) 

"...will make manifest the counsels of the hearts." 

God is not just looking at what we did, but why we did it: 

• Did we serve for applause or for Christ? 

• Did we give sacrificially or selfishly? 

• Did we labor in pride or in humility? 

3. Our Stewardship (Luke 19:12–27) 

• Jesus gives a parable of servants entrusted with resources. 

• The master returns to evaluate how they multiplied what was given. 

We are all stewards of time, talent, treasure, and truth. Faithfulness matters. 

Crowns and Rewards in the New Testament 

Scripture lists five distinct crowns as rewards: 

1. The Incorruptible Crown – For disciplined, victorious living (1 Cor. 9:25) 



2. The Crown of Righteousness – For loving His appearing (2 Tim. 4:8) 

3. The Crown of Life – For enduring trials faithfully (James 1:12; Rev. 2:10) 

4. The Crown of Glory – For faithful shepherds and leaders (1 Pet. 5:4) 

5. The Crown of Rejoicing – For soul-winners (1 Thess. 2:19) 

These are not mere metaphors. They represent eternal recognition, honor, and privilege in 
the kingdom. 

“And behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me...” (Revelation 22:12) 

Examples of Reward and Loss in Scripture 

Paul 

• Ran the race, fought the fight, kept the faith (2 Tim. 4:7–8) 

• Looked forward to the “crown of righteousness” 

Demas 

• Once a fellow laborer (Philemon 1:24) 

• Later forsook Paul, loving this present world (2 Tim. 4:10) 

• Reward? Uncertain. Loss? Likely. 

Ananias and Sapphira 

• Lied to the Holy Spirit (Acts 5) 

• Saved? Possibly. 

• Reward? Minimal if any. 

We must never confuse grace for service. Salvation is free. Rewards are earned. 

The Purpose of Rewards 

Why does God reward us? Isn’t grace enough? 

1. To Recognize Faithfulness 

God is not unjust to forget your labor (Hebrews 6:10). 

2. To Glorify Jesus Through Us 

All crowns will ultimately be cast at His feet (Rev. 4:10–11). 



3. To Determine Roles in the Millennium and Beyond 

• “Well done... thou good and faithful servant... I will make thee ruler over many 
things.” (Matthew 25:21) 

• Eternal assignments and positions in the kingdom are linked to faithfulness now. 

What About Regret in Heaven? 

If we suffer loss of reward, will we experience regret? 

“And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes...” (Rev. 21:4) 

There may be tears at the judgment seat, but not for eternity. Loss will be real, but short-
lived. Joy will dominate forever, but the consequences of how we lived will matter. 

Why This Doctrine Has Been Neglected 

1. Fear of Works-Based Salvation 

Some fear preaching rewards encourages legalism. But the Bible separates justification 
from sanctification. 

2. Lack of Teaching on Eternal Consequences 

Modern Christianity emphasizes emotional comfort over eternal consequence. 

3. Complacency and Carnality 

Christians too comfortable in the world neglect eternal perspective. 

How This Truth Should Change Us 

Knowing we will appear before Christ should: 

1. Motivate Holiness 

“Wherefore we labour... that we may be accepted of him.” (2 Cor. 5:9) 

2. Fuel Obedience 

“Be ye steadfast, unmovable... your labour is not in vain.” (1 Cor. 15:58) 

3. Deepen Worship 

He will reward even a cup of cold water given in His name (Matthew 10:42). 

4. Encourage Endurance 

Temporary suffering yields eternal reward. 



Summary Comparison: Two Judgments 

Judgment Judgment Seat of Christ Great White Throne 

For Whom? Believers Unbelievers 

Focus Rewards for works Condemnation for sin 

Timing After rapture After Millennium 

Result Gain or loss of reward Lake of fire 

Basis Faithfulness in service Rejection of Christ 

Final Reflection 

The Judgment Seat of Christ is not a courtroom of condemnation, but a platform of 
evaluation. It is not about who gets into heaven, but about what kind of reward awaits 
those who are already there. 

Yes, we are saved by grace through faith, not of works. But we are saved unto good works 
(Eph. 2:10). And one day, we will stand before our Redeemer—not for sin, but for service. 

“So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.” (Romans 14:12) 

Let us run our race with purpose. Let us labor not for earthly applause but for eternal 
crowns. Let us live so that on that day, we will hear the words every servant longs for: 

“Well done, thou good and faithful servant.” (Matthew 25:21) 

Because that day is coming—and it could be today. 
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The Second Death – The Lake of Fire 

Introduction: Death Beyond Death 

Scripture speaks not only of physical death—the separation of the soul from the body—but 
also of a second, final, and eternal death: the second death. This death is not annihilation, 
unconsciousness, or mere separation from God—it is described as a real place of eternal 
torment, a literal Lake of Fire. 



This doctrine is not speculative—it is plainly taught in the Book of Revelation and 
throughout Scripture. In this tenth entry in our series, we will examine what the second 
death is, who faces it, when it happens, and why it is necessary in the scope of God’s 
justice. We will look closely at key passages like Revelation 20:11–15, Revelation 21:8, 
and others that confirm the final judgment and eternal punishment of the wicked. 

For the believer, understanding the second death is not merely academic—it should drive 
us to worship God for His mercy and move us to witness with urgency. 

Revelation 20:11–15 – The Final Judgment 

"And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it... And I saw the dead, small and 
great, stand before God... and the dead were judged out of those things which were written 
in the books..." 

"And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death." 

This is the clearest and most terrifying description of the second death. 

Key Facts: 

• This is the Great White Throne Judgment. 

• It involves only the unsaved dead. 

• They are judged based on their works (not salvation by grace). 

• Their names are not found in the Book of Life. 

• They are cast into the Lake of Fire—called “the second death.” 

What Is the Second Death? 

The second death is the eternal separation of the unredeemed from God, characterized 
by conscious torment in the Lake of Fire. It is the final destination of all who die in their 
sins. 

It Is Final 

• No escape. 

• No appeal. 

• No second chances. 

It Is Conscious 

• The rich man in Luke 16 was tormented in flame. 



• Revelation 14:11 says, “the smoke of their torment ascendeth up forever and ever.” 

It Is Eternal 

• Matthew 25:46: “These shall go away into everlasting punishment.” 

• Revelation 20:10: “...tormented day and night forever and ever.” 

It Is Just 

• God gives every opportunity for salvation (2 Peter 3:9). 

• But those who reject Christ must face the penalty for sin (Romans 6:23). 

Who Will Face the Second Death? 

1. The Unsaved Dead 

“Whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.” 
(Revelation 20:15) 

All who reject Christ, or trust in their own works, will face the second death. 

2. Satan and His Angels 

“The devil... was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone...” (Revelation 20:10) 

“Everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.” (Matthew 25:41) 

Hell was not originally made for man—but those who follow Satan will share his fate. 

3. The Beast and False Prophet 

“And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet... These both were cast alive into 
a lake of fire...” (Revelation 19:20) 

These human leaders of the last-days rebellion are the first two cast into the Lake of Fire—
before even Satan himself. 

4. All the Unrepentant Wicked 

Revelation 21:8 gives a list of those who face the second death: 

“But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, 
and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars...” 

Note: This does not mean anyone who has ever sinned in these ways—but those who die 
in these sins without Christ. Salvation transforms sinners; rejection seals their fate. 



When Does the Second Death Happen? 

The second death takes place after the Millennium (the 1,000-year reign of Christ) and 
after the Great White Throne Judgment. 

Timeline: 

1. Church Age (now) 

2. Rapture of the Church 

3. Tribulation (7 years) 

4. Second Coming of Christ 

5. Millennial Reign (1,000 years) 

6. Satan loosed for a short season 

7. Final rebellion defeated 

8. Great White Throne Judgment 

9. Second Death (Lake of Fire) 

10. New Heaven and New Earth 

The Book of Life 

At the Great White Throne, books are opened—including the Book of Life. Anyone not 
found written in it is cast into the Lake of Fire. 

“And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.” (Rev. 
20:15) 

This book contains the names of all who have trusted in Christ. It is the final register of the 
redeemed. 

Only those who are born again escape the second death. 

First Death vs. Second Death 

Comparison First Death Second Death 

Nature Physical Spiritual and eternal 

Affects Body Soul 



Reversible? Yes (resurrection) No (eternal) 

Experienced by All humans (Hebrews 9:27) Only the unredeemed 

Ends in Temporary separation Eternal punishment 

Jesus said: 

“He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death.” (Revelation 2:11) 

How to Escape the Second Death 

The only escape is through the new birth: 

“Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death 
hath no power.” (Revelation 20:6) 

Jesus said: 

“Ye must be born again.” (John 3:7) 

He took the wrath we deserved: 

“He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life... he that believeth not... the wrath of 
God abideth on him.” (John 3:36) 

“And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.” 
(Revelation 20:15) 

You must have your name written in heaven (Luke 10:20). 

Common Misconceptions Refuted 

1. “Hell is temporary.” 

• False. It is “everlasting fire” (Matthew 25:46). 

• The beast and false prophet are still there 1,000 years later (Rev. 20:10). 

2. “The soul is annihilated.” 

• False. Jesus spoke of “weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Luke 13:28). 

• Conscious torment never ends (Revelation 14:11). 

3. “A loving God wouldn’t send people to hell.” 

• He doesn’t send people—they choose it by rejecting Christ. 



• His love is seen in the cross—where He paid the penalty for all. 

4. “You can escape if you're a good person.” 

• No one is good enough (Romans 3:10). 

• Only Christ’s righteousness saves (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

The Reality of God's Justice 

God’s judgment is not cruel—it is holy. The cross shows how serious sin is. If God spared 
not His own Son, He will not overlook willful rebellion. 

The second death is the just end for those who refuse the first resurrection, the new birth, 
and the grace of God. 

A Call to Repentance and Urgency 

“And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire...” (Jude 1:23) 

Knowing the terror of the Lord (2 Corinthians 5:11), we persuade men. Hell is not a topic to 
be joked about or ignored. It’s a warning to be preached. 

For the Believer: 

• Praise God you are saved from this wrath (1 Thess. 1:10). 

• Let the reality of hell motivate your service, your giving, your witnessing. 

For the Unsaved: 

• Flee from the wrath to come (Matthew 3:7). 

• Repent and believe the gospel while there is time. 

Summary of the Second Death 

Element Detail 

What is it? Eternal, conscious torment in the Lake of Fire 

Who goes there? All who die without Christ, the devil, demons, beast, false prophet 

When? After the final judgment, post-Millennium 

Is it avoidable? Yes—through faith in Jesus Christ alone 



Biblical names Lake of Fire, Eternal Fire, Outer Darkness, Hell 

Final Reflection 

The second death is not symbolic. It is not temporary. It is not avoidable apart from the 
blood of Jesus. It is the final judgment of a holy God against unrepentant sin. 

No one who ends up in the Lake of Fire will have done so unfairly. They will have heard the 
gospel, rejected the call, and chosen their own way. 

But it doesn’t have to end that way. 

“He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.” (1 John 
5:12) 

There is only one way to avoid the second death: be born again. Receive the gift of eternal 
life by grace through faith in the risen Christ. 

“Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death 
hath no power.” 
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Hell vs. The Lake of Fire – Are They the Same? 

Introduction: Clearing Up Confusion 

In modern language, the word “hell” is often used broadly to refer to the place of 
punishment after death. However, the Bible uses multiple terms to describe realms of the 
dead, and it makes critical distinctions between them. Most notably, many believers are 
unaware that hell and the Lake of Fire are not the same. 

Understanding these distinctions is not just a matter of semantics—it has profound 
theological and doctrinal implications. In this eleventh essay of our series, we will explore 
the biblical vocabulary used for the afterlife, focusing on Sheol, Hades, Gehenna, and the 
Lake of Fire. We’ll examine the differences between temporary holding places for the 
dead versus their final eternal destinations. 

By studying Scripture carefully, we will bring clarity to the timeline, function, and purpose of 
each of these locations, so we can answer the question: Are hell and the Lake of Fire the 
same? 



Overview of Key Biblical Terms 

Let’s define the major terms used in Scripture: 

1. Sheol (Hebrew – Old Testament) 

• Meaning: “The grave” or “the realm of the dead.” 

• Used in the OT to describe the place where both righteous and wicked go upon 
death. 

• Not a place of punishment but of waiting. 

“The LORD killeth, and maketh alive: he bringeth down to the sheol, and bringeth up.” (1 
Samuel 2:6) 

2. Hades (Greek – New Testament) 

• Greek equivalent of Sheol. 

• Appears 11 times in the New Testament. 

• Represents the unseen realm of the dead. 

• Includes compartments: one for comfort (Abraham’s bosom), one for torment 
(Luke 16). 

“And in hell [Hades] he lift up his eyes, being in torments...” (Luke 16:23) 

3. Gehenna (Greek – New Testament) 

• Refers to a place of eternal punishment. 

• Derived from the Valley of Hinnom, south of Jerusalem—a place of idolatrous fire 
sacrifices and later, a burning trash heap. 

• Used 12 times in the NT, always by Jesus. 

• Gehenna is more closely associated with final judgment. 

“Fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell [Gehenna].” (Matthew 10:28) 

4. Tartarus (2 Peter 2:4) 

• Used only once in the NT. 

• Refers to the lowest abyss, a prison for fallen angels. 

“...cast them down to hell [Tartarus], and delivered them into chains of darkness...” 



5. The Lake of Fire 

• The final destination for Satan, demons, and all unredeemed humans. 

• Introduced in Revelation. 

• Described as a place of eternal torment. 

• Also called “the second death.” 

“This is the second death, the lake of fire.” (Revelation 20:14) 

Distinctions Between Hell (Hades) and the Lake of Fire 

Hell (Hades): 

• Current place of the unsaved dead. 

• Temporary holding place. 

• Souls are in torment, but their final judgment has not yet occurred. 

• Located in the heart of the earth (cf. Matthew 12:40). 

Lake of Fire: 

• Final, eternal place of punishment. 

• Not yet populated except by the beast and the false prophet (Revelation 19:20). 

• All in Hades will eventually be transferred here after the Great White Throne 
Judgment. 

“And death and hell [Hades] were cast into the lake of fire.” (Revelation 20:14) 

This verse is critical. It shows hell is not the same as the Lake of Fire—hell is cast into it. 

Biblical Timeline of Post-Death Destinations 

Old Testament Period: 

• The dead went to Sheol. 

o The righteous to Abraham’s bosom (Luke 16:22). 

o The wicked to torment (Luke 16:23). 

After the Cross: 

• Paradise (Abraham’s bosom) was relocated to heaven (Ephesians 4:8–10). 



• Hades still holds the unsaved dead, awaiting judgment. 

Future Judgment: 

• After the Millennium, all the dead in Hades are resurrected (Revelation 20:13). 

• They are judged at the Great White Throne. 

• All whose names are not in the Book of Life are cast into the Lake of Fire 
(Revelation 20:15). 

The Nature of Each Place 

Attribute Hades (Hell) Lake of Fire 

Duration Temporary (until final judgment) Eternal (forever and ever) 

Occupants Unsaved dead souls 
Final abode for all unredeemed and 
Satan 

Consciousness 
Yes – torment and memory (Luke 
16) 

Yes – everlasting torment (Rev. 20:10) 

Fire Present? Implied (Luke 16:24) Explicit – burning fire (Rev. 20:14) 

Escape 
Possible? 

No (Luke 16:26) No – second death is final 

Common Misunderstandings Corrected 

1. “Hell is the final place of punishment.” 

• No. Hell is temporary. The Lake of Fire is final. 

2. “All biblical terms mean the same thing.” 

• False. Sheol, Hades, Gehenna, and the Lake of Fire are distinct. 

3. “Hell is symbolic.” 

• Jesus used the most severe terms to describe it (Mark 9:44). 

• Hell and the Lake of Fire are literal, even if metaphors describe their terror. 

4. “No one is in the Lake of Fire yet.” 

• False. The beast and false prophet are already there (Revelation 19:20). 



Jesus’ Teachings About Gehenna 

Jesus warned about Gehenna more than anyone: 

• “If thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out... better to enter life with one eye than to be 
cast into hell [Gehenna].” (Matt. 5:29) 

• “Fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell [Gehenna].” (Matt. 10:28) 

He emphasized that hell (in the Gehenna sense) involves: 

• Bodily punishment after resurrection 

• Total destruction of the wicked (not annihilation but complete ruin) 

Jesus saw the Lake of Fire as eternal, bodily, conscious judgment. 

Theological Importance of These Distinctions 

Understanding these distinctions helps clarify: 

1. The Justice of God 

• God is holy and patient. He does not rush judgment. 

• The existence of Hades shows God is just in allowing a holding period before the 
final sentence. 

2. The Finality of Condemnation 

• No one is accidentally cast into the Lake of Fire. 

• Everyone there will have been judged individually. 

3. The Reality of the Second Death 

• Hell ends in the second death. 

• Only those who experience the first resurrection (believers) escape the second 
death (Rev. 20:6). 

4. The Need for Evangelism 

• People are not merely waiting to be extinguished—they are already in torment, 
awaiting worse. 

• This should motivate urgent gospel proclamation. 

Final Destiny of Each Place 



Realm Final State 

Sheol No longer active (after resurrection) 

Hades (Hell) Cast into the Lake of Fire (Rev. 20:14) 

Paradise Relocated to Heaven (Eph. 4:8–10) 

Gehenna Synonym for Lake of Fire (final) 

Lake of Fire Eternal destination of the wicked and Satan 

A Word of Warning and Hope 

Warning: 

• Every soul in Hades right now will be resurrected, judged, and cast into the Lake of 
Fire unless saved (Revelation 20:13–15). 

• Hell is real—and it leads to something even worse. 

Hope: 

• Jesus died to save us from both hell and the Lake of Fire. 

“He that heareth my word... hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation.” 
(John 5:24) 

“There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus.” (Romans 8:1) 

Those who are born again will never see the inside of Hades or the Lake of Fire. Their sins 
are judged at the cross, and their eternity is secure. 

Final Reflection 

Hell is not the end. 

It is a waiting room for the damned—a place of torment and memory. But the final 
judgment is yet to come. And after the judgment, hell itself will be cast into the Lake of 
Fire—the second death. 

This truth should sober the careless, awaken the lukewarm, and stir the saved to action. 
Jesus didn’t come to merely improve our lives. He came to rescue us from eternal 
destruction. 

“How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation?” (Hebrews 2:3) 



The difference between hell and the Lake of Fire isn’t just theological—it’s eternal. And for 
the lost, both are terrifying. But for those in Christ, neither will ever be experienced. 

“He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death.” (Revelation 2:11) 

 

 

12 of 20: What Happens After You Die – The Great White Throne Judgment 
“The Final Courtroom Where Mercy Has Expired” 
 

“And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the 
heaven fled away...” 
— Revelation 20:11 

You want to know what happens after you die? Alright, let’s talk about the most terrifying 
event in all of eternity—the Great White Throne Judgment. If you're lost, if you're unsaved, 
if you rejected Jesus Christ as your Saviour, this is your day in court. It’s not a trial. It's a 
sentencing hearing. You don't get a lawyer. You don’t get a defense. The verdict is already 
in. This is the final judgment of the damned—not one saved person will stand here. Not 
one born-again child of God will be found in this courtroom. If your name isn't in the Book 
of Life, it’s hell first—lake of fire forever. 

Let’s break it down, verse by verse, line by line, and show you what the Book says—not 
some sugar-coated sermonette from a latte-sipping liberal in skinny jeans. 

 

I. The Courtroom of Finality – Revelation 20:11 

“And I saw a great white throne…” 

John sees it. That’s not symbolic. That’s literal. The throne is great—because it's the 
highest court in the universe. It's white—because it's pure, holy, righteous. The Judge 
sitting on it doesn’t need witnesses, and He doesn’t need evidence presented by a jury. He 
sees it all. He knows it all. The books are open, and your life is laid bare. 

“…and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away...” 

At this moment, creation collapses. The very earth you walked on, the sky you looked up 
at—all gone. Gone. Just you and the Judge. No hiding. No excuse. No preacher to plead with 
you. No altar call. No time left to repent. 



 

II. The Dead Stand Before God – Revelation 20:12 

“And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God…” 

This is the second resurrection—the resurrection of the unjust (Acts 24:15). These are the 
spiritually dead. The wicked dead. The atheists, the agnostics, the Buddhists, the popes, 
the false prophets, the fornicators, the proud, the unbelieving, the hypocrites, the moral, 
the immoral, and every church member who trusted their baptism instead of the blood. 
Small and great. That means paupers and presidents, garbage men and governors, street 
whores and seminary professors—all on the same level, naked before the God they 
ignored, cursed, or misrepresented. 

They are resurrected in their bodies—bodies that can feel pain forever. Bodies that won’t 
die. They won’t be tormented as spirits, but as embodied souls in conscious agony. 

 

III. The Books Are Opened – Revelation 20:12 

“…and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life…” 

Now we’re getting into judicial evidence. 

There are two kinds of books here: 

1. The Books (plural): 

These are the records of every deed, thought, word, motive, intention, lie, click, 
conversation, and opportunity rejected. You thought you deleted your browser history? 
Think again. It’s in the books. You thought no one saw you mock the gospel? It's in the 
books. You thought sleeping with your boyfriend was “no big deal”? It's in the books. 
Everything you ever did, public or private—documented. God's books have no typos. 

“God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing…” — Ecclesiastes 12:14 

2. The Book of Life (singular): 

This is the Lamb’s Book of Life (Rev. 21:27). If you’re not in this book, it’s over. Period. Your 
name gets written in when you're born again (Luke 10:20). You can be religious, baptized, 
charitable, and still not in the book. 

“And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.” — 
Revelation 20:15 



Let me say it again: being “good” doesn’t get you in the Book. Only faith in the shed blood 
of Jesus Christ does. 

 

IV. Judged According to Their Works – Revelation 20:13 

“…and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according 
to their works.” 

Let me get this straight. You're judged by your works, but you're not saved by them. That's 
right. These are unsaved people. Their works are not measured to determine if they get 
into Heaven—that chance is already gone. Their works determine the level of their 
punishment in the lake of fire. 

The "good" neighbor who never received Christ may suffer less than a Satanist, but they 
both burn. Hitler and the humanitarian both land in the same lake—but Hitler’s got a hotter 
corner. Justice is exact. God doesn't overpunish, and He doesn't underpunish. 

This passage kills Catholicism, Mormonism, Islam, and every works-based religion dead 
in its tracks. Nobody is saved by works. Works are just the nails in your eternal coffin if 
you die lost. 

 

V. No Escaping Judgment – Revelation 20:13 

“And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead 
which were in them…” 

Nobody escapes. Lost sailors buried at sea? They're resurrected. Ashes scattered over 
Mount Everest? Doesn’t matter. God made Adam from dust; He can reassemble anyone. 
“Death” gives up the body, and “hell” (Hades) gives up the soul—and they meet again. 
Reunited for judgment. 

This blows “annihilationism” to smithereens. You don’t just cease to exist. You live forever. 
You suffer forever. You face Him. 

 

VI. The Final Sentence – Revelation 20:14–15 

“And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.” 

Death is no longer needed. It’s thrown in. Hell is a holding cell. The lake of fire is the 
penitentiary. This is where things get permanent. 



“And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.” 

Notice that. It doesn’t say, “those who were wicked.” It says, “whosoever.” That’s you, if 
your name’s not in the Book. Not whether you were nice. Not whether you were sincere. Not 
whether you “loved Jesus” with your feelings. Only one criteria: Is your name written in 
the Lamb’s Book of Life? 

If it’s not—splash. Headfirst. Into a lake of molten, literal, flaming, eternal fire. 

 

VII. No Appeal, No Parole, No Escape 

Once you're at this throne, it’s too late. You can’t beg for mercy here. You can’t bargain 
your way out. You won’t be able to say, “But I meant well!” or “But I was spiritual!” You had 
your chance. You heard the gospel. You rejected it. 

At this judgment, there is no defender, only a prosecutor. No advocate, only a judge. No 
mercy seat, only a throne of wrath. 

 

VIII. The Great Tragedy – So Close Yet So Far 

Imagine standing there. You knew the truth. You read the Bible. You watched the Christian 
videos. You had the gospel tracts. You attended church. You wept at an altar. You clutched 
a rosary. You said prayers. You turned over new leaves. You raised your hands in worship. 
But you never got saved. Never received Christ by faith alone. 

You thought grace plus works. You thought sacraments would cover it. You thought you 
were fine. 

Now you’re standing there. No pastor. No pew. No hymn. No second chance. 

“Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire…” 

 

IX. Why This Judgment Matters Now 

Friend, if you’re not saved, you're headed to this throne. This isn’t a warning shot. This is a 
divine subpoena. You're going to show up. You're going to bow (Philippians 2:10), and then 
you're going to burn. 

But it doesn’t have to be that way. 



Jesus Christ already stood in your place. He already took your judgment—at Calvary. The 
nails, the blood, the wrath of God poured out. He took your sin, your guilt, your hell—and 
He offers you eternal life for free. Not cheap—free. It cost Him everything. 

“He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and 
shall not come into condemnation...” — John 5:24 

 

X. The Final Invitation 

If you're reading this and you're not saved, this is your wake-up call. The Great White Throne 
is not fiction. It's coming. Your name is either written in that book—or it isn’t. 

You can escape that courtroom today. 

“Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.” — 2 Corinthians 
6:2 

Not tomorrow. Not “someday.” Not “after I clean my life up.” Now. 

Trust Jesus Christ—the Lamb who paid your debt, the Saviour who took your place. 

Or reject Him and face the Judge—with no plea deal, no second chance, and no exit sign. 

Choose wisely. The books are open. 

 

 

13 of 20: What Happens After You Die? 
The Intermediate State – Where Are the Dead Now? 
(Exploring: Where are souls currently before final resurrection and judgment?) 

 

Let’s not play games. You’re going to die. You might not know the hour or the day, but your 
lungs are going to stop pulling air, your heart’s going to quit beating, and your body’s going 
to go stiff and cold as a frozen side of beef. The undertaker will pump you full of chemicals, 
dress you up like a department store mannequin, and stick you in a box. And unless the 
Lord comes first, that’s your future. But the bigger question is—what happens the moment 
after that? Where do you go? 

The Bible is not silent. It doesn’t leave us guessing or groping around like some blindfolded 
monk in a monastery. The Word of God gives absolute truth and piercing light on what 



theologians call the “intermediate state”—the condition of the soul between death and 
resurrection. And friend, if you don’t get this straight, you’ll fall for every error from Catholic 
purgatory to Jehovah’s Witness soul-sleep to New Age reincarnation. 

Let’s open the Book. 

 

The Body Returns to Dust 

First things first—the flesh doesn’t go to heaven. It doesn’t go to hell either. It goes straight 
into the ground, or the urn, or whatever fancy “celebration of life” scheme the modern 
world cooks up to avoid the reality of death. 

“Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God who 
gave it.” (Eccl. 12:7) 

There it is. Man was made from the dust of the ground (Gen. 2:7), and that’s exactly where 
he goes back. Your body isn’t permanent. It’s a rental. It gets evicted when your spirit 
leaves. It’s a tent, a tabernacle (2 Cor. 5:1). It gets folded up and left behind. 

But don’t confuse the body with the real you. That’s the first great deception. The soul and 
spirit aren’t buried with the body—they move on. 

 

The Soul Does Not Sleep 

Let’s blow this one out of the water while we’re here. Some of these poor souls—and I do 
mean poor—believe in “soul sleep.” They think the soul lies unconscious in the grave, 
dormant until the resurrection. But that’s because they mistake metaphor for doctrine. 

Yes, the Bible speaks of death as “sleep”—but it’s the body that sleeps, not the soul. 

“...he said unto them, Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that I may awake him out of 
sleep.” (John 11:11) 

But two verses later, the Bible says plainly: 

“Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead.” (John 11:14) 

See? Sleep is a figure of speech. The body is at rest. But the soul? Oh, the soul is wide 
awake. You want proof? 

“And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments...” (Luke 16:23) 



That rich man wasn’t sleeping. He was seeing, feeling, remembering, thirsting, and 
begging. A conscious, eternal soul in torment. Awake. Alert. Alive—but not well. 

 

Before the Cross: A Two-Compartment Underworld 

Before the finished work of Christ, the dead didn’t go to heaven. No, not even the righteous. 
Heaven wasn’t opened yet. That veil in the temple still stood, and the blood of bulls and 
goats couldn’t open the way (Heb. 10:4). So where did they go? 

Down. 

“For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see 
corruption.” (Psalm 16:10) 

This “hell” wasn’t the lake of fire. It was “Sheol” in Hebrew and “Hades” in Greek. It was the 
underworld—the realm of the dead. And it had two sides. 

On one side: torments, flame, anguish—where the rich man lifted up his eyes. 

On the other side: Abraham’s bosom, comfort, rest—where Lazarus went. (Luke 16:22–
26) 

These two places were separated by a “great gulf fixed,” impassable from either side. 

The righteous dead—like Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, David, and the prophets—went to this 
place of comfort, often called “Paradise” (Luke 23:43). But they couldn’t ascend into the 
presence of God until sin was atoned for. 

 

After the Cross: Paradise Relocated 

When Jesus died on the cross, something incredible happened. 

“Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive...” (Eph. 4:8) 

Who were the captives? Not demons. Not devils. Not sinners. These were the righteous 
dead—“captives” of Paradise beneath. 

And Jesus? He descended first: 

“(Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of 
the earth?)” (Eph. 4:9) 



That’s not poetic fluff. That’s doctrine. He went down to Paradise and “preached unto the 
spirits in prison” (1 Pet. 3:19). He declared the victory. He told them the blood had been 
shed. 

And then He took Paradise up. 

So now, after the cross, where do believers go when they die? 

 

Present With the Lord 

“We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present 
with the Lord.” (2 Cor. 5:8) 

“Having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better.” (Phil. 1:23) 

There it is, clear as day. No purgatory. No limbo. No ghost wandering in the night. 

The moment a saved soul leaves the body, it’s present—immediately present—with the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

The spirit returns to God (Eccl. 12:7), and the soul, sealed by the Holy Spirit (Eph. 1:13), 
enters the third heaven (2 Cor. 12:2)—into the presence of the risen Saviour. 

You close your eyes here, you open them there. No delay. No pause. Instant joy. Instant 
light. 

 

The Lost Still Go Down 

Now before you get comfortable and sip your coffee, you’d better reckon with the flip side. 
Because for the unsaved, nothing has changed. The rich man of Luke 16 is still there. Still 
tormented. Still remembering. 

When a lost man dies today, his body goes into the ground, but his soul goes straight 
down—just like it always did. 

No second chance. No reincarnation. No spirit guide to walk him into the light. He drops 
like a rock into the burning side of Hades. 

And he stays there. Until when? 

 

Awaiting Resurrection 



See, nobody stays in the intermediate state forever. There’s a resurrection coming. Two of 
them, actually: 

“...they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto 
the resurrection of damnation.” (John 5:29) 

The saved will be raised at the rapture (1 Thess. 4:16–17), their bodies glorified, reunited 
with their soul and spirit. 

The lost will be raised at the Great White Throne (Rev. 20:11–15), to stand before God in a 
body fitted for destruction. 

Until then, the saved are in heaven, and the lost are in torment. Both are conscious. Both 
are fixed. Both are waiting for that final judgment. 

 

No Soul Lingers on Earth 

Let’s kill another lie while we’re here. Ghosts. Haunted houses. Dead relatives floating 
around your bedroom whispering secrets from beyond the grave. 

“For the living know that they shall die: but the dead know not any thing...” (Eccl. 9:5) 

That’s in reference to under the sun, in this world. The dead aren’t walking around, folks. 
They’re in one of two places—up or down. 

You didn’t talk to Aunt Mabel through a Ouija board. That was a devil impersonating her. 
You didn’t see Grandma’s spirit. You saw a familiar spirit—a deceiving devil who knows how 
she walked, talked, and looked. 

Dead men don’t walk—until they rise. And when they rise, it’ll be at a resurrection. Not in 
your living room. 

 

Conclusion: You’re One Breath Away 

So where are the dead now? 

• The saved are with Jesus Christ in heaven, waiting for the trumpet. 

• The lost are in fiery torment, awaiting final judgment. 

• The bodies are in the ground, waiting for resurrection. 

• Paradise is no longer below—it’s above. 



• Soul sleep is a lie from hell. 

And you? You’re one heartbeat from joining one group or the other. 

Are you ready? 

 

Final Thoughts 

The intermediate state isn’t a murky doctrine—it’s crystal clear in the Word of God if you’ll 
read it and believe it. 

There is no reincarnation. There is no purgatory. There is no temporary holding pen. The 
moment you die, your eternal destination is fixed. 

And if you don’t like that, take it up with the Book. 

“And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment...” (Heb. 9:27) 

One death. One judgment. No reruns. No do-overs. 

Now choose ye this day. 

 

 

14 of 20: What Happens After You Die? 
Children and the Age of Accountability 
Exploring: What happens to babies, infants, and children who die? Biblical clues and 
comfort. 

 

Introduction: What About the Little Ones? 

One of the most emotionally charged, heart-wrenching questions in all of theology is this: 
What happens to children who die? And let’s not sugarcoat it—babies die. Miscarriages 
happen. Infants are stillborn. Toddlers contract incurable diseases. Little boys and girls are 
ripped from this world by the cold, unrelenting grip of death. And in the aftermath, grieving 
parents want to know—where is my child? 

And wouldn't you know it? The same devil who mocks adults in hell, mocks God by 
whispering into the ears of the bereaved that their innocent child is roasting in fire unless 
he got baptized, joined a church, or had water sprinkled on his little head. Welcome to 
Roman Catholicism and a good chunk of dead Orthodox theology. These religious death 



dealers deny the clear biblical nature of God’s justice, mercy, and truth. They twist 
Scripture into a cruel knot and hang it around the neck of a grieving mother. 

This essay is a biblical boot to the jaw of those lies. We’re going to walk through what the 
King James Bible says about children, innocence, and accountability. We’re going to let 
Scripture be Scripture and not let man’s systems override the character of a just and 
merciful God. And when we’re done, you’ll have a solid foundation under your feet—one 
that can support not just your own faith, but the tears of a heartbroken parent who asks, 
“Where is my child?” 

 

I. Defining the Age of Accountability 

Let’s start here: the Bible does not give a specific “age” called the age of accountability. You 
won't find a verse that says, "At the age of twelve years and seven months, thou art now 
condemned!"—nope. But while the exact number isn’t spelled out, the concept is written 
all over the Book in blazing Holy Ghost ink. 

Take Deuteronomy 1:39, when God is explaining why the first generation of Israelites 
couldn’t enter the Promised Land: 

“Moreover your little ones, which ye said should be a prey, and your children, which in that 
day had no knowledge between good and evil, they shall go in thither, and unto them will 
I give it, and they shall possess it.” 

Well how about that? God Himself makes a distinction between the adults (who did know 
good from evil and rebelled) and the children (who didn’t know and were spared). There’s a 
moral awareness required before judgment is rendered. 

Same thing in Isaiah 7:16: 

“For before the child shall know to refuse the evil, and choose the good…” 

There it is again—before a child reaches a point of moral discernment, he’s not held 
accountable. The child may sin in action, but he does not yet grasp sin in meaning—and 
God, unlike most modern theologians, knows the difference. 

 

II. David’s Child and a Clear Statement of Hope 

Now let’s look at 2 Samuel 12, where David’s newborn child dies after his sin with 
Bathsheba. Pay close attention to how David handles the aftermath. 



“But now he is dead, wherefore should I fast? can I bring him back again? I shall go to him, 
but he shall not return to me.” (2 Sam. 12:23) 

Now you’d better believe David isn’t saying, “I’ll go to the grave too someday.” No sir. David 
was a man after God’s own heart, a man who trusted the Lord. He knew he’d see that child 
again—not in Sheol, not in hellfire, not in annihilation—but in the presence of the Lord. 

That one verse smashes the heresy that unbaptized infants are lost. David didn’t go rush to 
the temple to have sacrifices offered, didn’t go wailing to a priest, didn’t light a candle, 
didn’t beg the Lord to invent purgatory—he said I shall go to him. That’s a saved man with 
assurance. And if the child weren’t safe, then David’s statement would be nonsense. 

 

III. Jesus’ Clear Words About Children 

Now how did Jesus treat children? With warning? With threats of hellfire if they weren’t 
“converted”? Nonsense. He lifted them up as models of the kind of trust that adults should 
have. 

“But Jesus said, Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come unto me: for of such is 
the kingdom of heaven.” (Matt. 19:14) 

“Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not 
enter into the kingdom of heaven.” (Matt. 18:3) 

Now if little children are already condemned, then why on earth would Jesus say heaven 
belongs to them? You don’t use a condemned sinner as a moral template for others. 

He says they belong to the kingdom. Why? Because they trust easily. They believe what 
they’re told. They haven’t yet learned to manipulate, lie, cheat, or rebel against moral law. 
They don’t know how. They haven’t reached the “knowledge of good and evil.” 

That’s not innocence by perfection—it’s innocence by ignorance. And God doesn’t charge 
them with sin the same way He does a grown man who’s heard a thousand gospel sermons 
and spits on every one. 

 

IV. Romans and the Law Written in the Heart 

Romans 2 gives us more detail: 

“For as many as have sinned without law shall also perish without law: and as many as 
have sinned in the law shall be judged by the law… For when the Gentiles, which have not 



the law, do by nature the things contained in the law, these, having not the law, are a law 
unto themselves.” (Rom. 2:12–14) 

God is a just judge. He doesn’t hold you accountable for light you never received. That 
includes the Mosaic Law and moral awareness. A baby doesn’t have the law written on his 
heart yet. A toddler doesn’t feel guilt for violating commandments he’s never known. 

So the Bible makes room for the idea that judgment is based on knowledge, response, and 
rejection. Where there is no understanding, there is no judgment unto damnation. 

 

V. Miscarriages, Stillbirths, and Infant Death 

Now, for all you mothers and fathers out there who’ve held a child in your arms and 
watched them slip into eternity far too soon—I have good news: That child is with the Lord. 

You may not have had the chance to see them walk, talk, or grow up. But God did. Psalm 
139:16 says: 

“Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy book all my members 
were written…” 

God knew that child before you did. He knit that child together in the womb. He recorded its 
frame in His book. And when death came—through sickness, accident, or miscarriage—
that child was not lost, it was received. 

Do you think the God who counts the hairs of your head loses track of babies in the womb? 
Get serious. He holds them in His hands. They are not forgotten—they are forever known. 

 

VI. Baptism, Church Membership, and the False Teaching of Infant Damnation 

Here’s where we smash the systems of man. 

The Catholic Church for centuries taught that unbaptized babies go to limbo—a made-up 
halfway point between heaven and hell. Some Catholics still believe that today, although 
modern ones try to wiggle out of it. 

Others claim babies go to purgatory—or worse, hell—if they die without baptism. Jehovah’s 
Witnesses and Seventh-day Adventists? They spiritualize it all away with soul sleep or 
annihilation. Calvinists? Well, unless that baby’s one of the elect, it’s toast, sorry. 

What a load of theological garbage. 



Baptism saves no one—not baby, not adult. It is an act of obedience after faith, not a magic 
ritual. Sprinkling water on a baby’s head doesn’t cleanse sin—it just wets their hair. The 
only thing that saves a soul is the blood of Jesus Christ. And the only thing that condemns a 
soul is willful rejection of God’s revelation. 

Babies don’t reject God. They can’t. Therefore, they’re safe in the hands of the Lord until the 
day they can understand and respond. 

 

VII. Children Who Grow Up – When Are They Accountable? 

Now don’t confuse what I’m saying. 

Children who do grow up and do begin to understand good and evil—they do become 
accountable. At some point (and it varies for each child), the lights come on, and that child 
knows that lying is wrong, that disobedience is rebellion, and that sin exists. That’s when 
the Holy Spirit begins to work conviction. That’s when the child must trust the gospel for 
themselves. 

And from that moment, their eternal destiny is on the line. 

But before that age—before understanding—they are safe. Not saved, not born again yet, 
but safe under God’s mercy. 

 

VIII. The Comfort and Clarity of Scripture 

Let me give you one more: 

“Even so it is not the will of your Father which is in heaven, that one of these little ones 
should perish.” (Matt. 18:14) 

God doesn’t delight in the damnation of children. The idea that He creates a baby, allows it 
to die in infancy, and then casts it into hell for not obeying a gospel it never heard is 
blasphemy. 

The God of the Bible is just, merciful, and righteous. He judges based on knowledge, light, 
and opportunity. He has provision for those who never reach that point of moral reckoning. 

You don’t have to create a system of works or infant rituals or extra-biblical theology. Just 
trust the Book. 

 



Conclusion: Rest in God's Mercy, Proclaim His Grace 

So what happens to children who die? They are received into the arms of the Savior. The 
One who said, “Suffer the little children to come unto me.” The One who said, “Of such is 
the kingdom of heaven.” 

Let God be true and every man a liar—including popes, priests, preachers, and professors 
who say otherwise. 

And if you're a grieving parent, take heart: your child is not lost. You may not hold them 
now—but you'll see them again. Not as a ghost, not as a memory—but as a soul redeemed, 
alive in Christ, forever safe in eternity. 

Because the God who numbers the stars also numbers every tear—and keeps every child. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

15 of 20: What Happens After You Die? 
Animals and Eternal Life – Do Pets Go to Heaven? 

 

Introduction: The Question No One Wants to Ask at a Funeral 

You’ve seen it—some poor soul posts a tearful goodbye to their dog, cat, or parakeet on 
social media, and the comments flood in like water in Noah’s day: “You’ll see them again at 
the Rainbow Bridge!” or “He’s in a better place, chasing tennis balls in Heaven.” But let’s be 
honest—most of that’s emotion talking, not Bible. 

And yet, the question remains: Do animals have eternal life? Do pets go to heaven? It’s a 
tender question with deep emotional weight, and it usually surfaces at times of grief. But 
sentimentality isn’t the basis for sound doctrine. Truth is, the Bible doesn’t say much about 
it—but it doesn’t say nothing either. So grab your King James Bible, friend. We’re going to 
slice this thing open and see what we can and can’t know from the Word of God. 

 

Part 1: Animals Were Part of the Original Creation 

Let’s start at the beginning. Genesis 1:24–25: 



“And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind... and God saw that 
it was good.” 

Animals were part of God’s original design. He created them before He created man. He 
called them “good.” He brought them to Adam to name. And in Genesis 2:19, we see the 
relationship beginning—man and beast, both made from the dust of the ground (Eccl. 
3:20). 

Now, they’re not in the same category—only man was made “in the image of God” (Gen. 
1:26). But you better believe animals mattered to God. He made covenants that included 
animals (Gen. 9:9–10), He gave laws for their humane treatment (Deut. 25:4), and even in 
the tribulation, He judges people for destroying the earth—which includes animals (Rev. 
11:18). 

 

Part 2: The Breath of Life and the Soul of a Beast 

Here’s where the hair starts to split. Ecclesiastes 3:21 asks: 

“Who knoweth the spirit of man that goeth upward, and the spirit of the beast that goeth 
downward to the earth?” 

Solomon, in his poetic and philosophical pondering, throws us a curveball. There’s a 
difference between the spirit of man and the spirit of beasts. But wait—do beasts have 
spirits? Genesis 7:15 says they had “the breath of life.” Numbers 31:28 talks about animals 
being among the “souls” of the spoil. 

And if you’ve ever had a dog, you know they’ve got a personality—some kind of soul. That 
old mutt knows when you’re sad, celebrates when you come home, and can’t stand the 
mailman. So what gives? 

Here’s the deal: in the Bible, animals are said to have nephesh—the Hebrew word often 
translated as “soul.” But it’s not the same as man’s soul. It’s a creaturely soul, tied to 
instinct and behavior. It doesn’t appear to be eternal. But there’s more to this than meets 
the eye. 

 

Part 3: Do Animals Die Like Men? 

The wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23), and animals die too. But did they sin? No. They 
were cursed along with man (Genesis 3:14–19), and they groan under the same bondage of 
corruption (Romans 8:22). That means they’re affected by the Fall—but they didn’t cause it. 



So when an animal dies, does it face judgment? Hebrews 9:27 says: 

“It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.” 

Not animals. You don’t see Rover standing before the Great White Throne. So that raises 
the big question: if they’re not being judged, then are they annihilated? Or preserved? 

 

Part 4: Animals in Heaven and the Millennium 

Let’s crank this up. We’re not left in the dark completely. The Bible shows animals in 
heavenly settings—and not just symbolic ones. Revelation 19:11: 

“And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse…” 

You mean to tell me God’s got horses up there? You bet He does. Jesus Christ Himself 
returns at Armageddon on one. And all the armies with Him are riding horses too (Rev. 
19:14). That’s a whole cavalry of celestial ponies. 

Isaiah 11 and Isaiah 65 describe the millennial kingdom with vivid animal life—wolves lying 
with lambs, lions eating straw like oxen. It’s a return to Edenic peace. Animals are part of 
the future restoration. 

So it’s not unbiblical to say animals exist in heaven—or in a future heaven and earth. The 
real issue is: do the animals we know now get resurrected or transferred there? 

 

Part 5: No Resurrection for Pets (That We Know Of) 

Here’s where we’ve got to pump the brakes. The Bible never once says animals will be 
resurrected. The first resurrection (Rev. 20:5–6) is for the saved in Christ—those whose 
names are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 

Jesus said in John 5:28–29: 

“...all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, and shall come forth; they that have done 
good, unto the resurrection of life…” 

Again, this is people. Human souls. You don’t see cats rising from tombs with glorified 
bodies (no matter how many lives they supposedly have). 

 

Part 6: God’s Compassion for Beasts 



Even though we can’t prove animal resurrection, don’t underestimate God’s care for 
creation. Psalm 36:6: 

“...O Lord, thou preservest man and beast.” 

And Jonah 4:11, when God rebukes Jonah: 

“And should not I spare Nineveh... wherein are more than sixscore thousand persons... and 
also much cattle?” 

He notices the animals. He cares for the sparrows (Matt. 10:29), clothes the lilies, and 
values even the smallest parts of creation. There’s no doubt about His compassion—even 
for beasts. 

 

Part 7: A New Heaven, a New Earth—and Likely, New Animals 

Revelation 21:1 shows a new heaven and new earth after the millennial reign. It’s a place 
without sorrow, death, or pain. And while the Bible doesn’t describe pets being reunited, it 
certainly hints at animal presence. 

Why? Because God made them as part of a perfect creation, and He plans to restore all 
things (Acts 3:21). That “all things” may well include the animal kingdom in some renewed 
form. 

But will it be your exact dog or cat from this life? Hard to say. There’s no direct promise. But 
there is this: God does nothing without purpose. If He gave you a special bond with a 
creature on earth, He is fully capable of honoring that in eternity. 

 

Part 8: Beware of False Comfort and Pagan Ideas 

Now here comes the rebuke. Christians are too easily sucked into the world’s lies. That 
whole “Rainbow Bridge” nonsense? Pagan junk. You won’t find it in the Bible. You’ll find it in 
New Age books and mystical poems, not in scripture. 

Don’t trade the clear promises of Christ for vague sentiment about Fluffy the hamster 
playing hopscotch on a cloud. If you’re giving hope to a lost person that they’ll see their 
pets again in heaven—but not telling them how to get themselves to heaven—you’re failing 
them eternally. 

 

Part 9: Christ is Enough—Even When We Don't Know Everything 



At the end of the day, here’s the truth: God doesn’t owe us an answer about every 
mystery. What He has revealed is that those who trust in Christ have a home in heaven, 
eternal joy, and no more sorrow. 

If that home includes animals—and I believe it likely does—then praise God. If not, you still 
won’t be missing a thing. Heaven isn’t about replacing earthly joy. It’s about surpassing it. 

Psalm 16:11 says: 

“In thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.” 

That’s enough for me. 

 

Conclusion: So... Do Pets Go to Heaven? 

Answer: Possibly. The Bible shows God loves animals, has plans for animals, and includes 
animals in future prophecy. But He doesn’t give a blanket promise that your beloved 
Golden Retriever will meet you at the pearly gates. 

That said, God is more compassionate than we are. He’s better than our broken hearts. And 
if He wants to include your dog in your eternity, He can. 

But don’t forget: the gospel is not about pets—it’s about people. Jesus didn’t die for 
parrots or poodles. He died for you. Make sure you know where you’re going when you die—
before worrying about your Labradoodle’s eschatological destiny. 

You want peace? Trust Christ. You want comfort? Rest in His promises. And if you’re still 
grieving your furry friend—remember: the God who made animals also wipes away all 
tears. 

You’ll be just fine. 

 

 

16 of 20: What Happens After You Die  - Near-Death Experiences – Should We Believe 
Them? 

Introduction: “I Saw a Light, a Tunnel, and Grandma!” 

Let’s get something straight right out of the gate: not everyone who claims they died and 
came back has been to heaven—or hell. That may sound harsh, but in a world full of 
charlatans, false teachers, book deals, and TikTok theology, someone’s got to call a spade 



a spade. Every year, we’re flooded with bestsellers: Heaven Is for Real, 90 Minutes in 
Heaven, 23 Minutes in Hell, I Went to Glory and Came Back with a Message, My Dog 
Walked Me Through Paradise, and so on. And Christians eat it up! Whole churches build 
their theology of the afterlife based on the musings of a four-year-old or some woman in 
yoga pants who “died” on the operating table and came back saying “everyone makes it.” 

But let me ask you something—where is your final authority? Is it the blood-washed, nail-
pierced, risen Word of God? Or is it somebody’s dim-lit, morphine-induced vision while 
their body was still plugged into a ventilator? The devil is subtle, folks. He won’t always 
come as a roaring lion—sometimes he comes as a comforting light at the end of the tunnel. 

Let’s take the scalpel of Scripture and cut this thing open. 

 

What Is a Near-Death Experience (NDE)? 

A Near-Death Experience (NDE) is defined as a personal experience associated with death 
or impending death. They often include out-of-body experiences, visions of light, feelings of 
peace or terror, encounters with deceased loved ones, spiritual beings, or heavenly/hellish 
environments. The medical community is fascinated by them. The New Age crowd sees 
them as proof of reincarnation or universal love. And sadly, many Christians take these 
stories as gospel truth. 

You hear folks say things like, “I know heaven is real—I saw it when I died on the table 
during my appendectomy!” Oh, did you? And Paul saw the third heaven too, but God shut 
his mouth about it! (2 Corinthians 12:2–4) 

 

Paul’s Experience in 2 Corinthians 12 

Let’s go to the Bible, shall we? Paul, writing under inspiration of the Holy Ghost, says: 

“I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago... such an one caught up to the third 
heaven.” (2 Corinthians 12:2) 

And then what? 

“How that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is not 
lawful for a man to utter.” (v. 4) 

Let that sink in. Paul—a man who wrote two-thirds of the New Testament—was taken up to 
the third heaven and didn’t write a single chapter describing pearly gates, dead relatives, 



rainbows, or Jesus with highlights in His hair. He didn’t post a TikTok. He didn’t sign a book 
deal. He shut his mouth. 

Why? Because the Lord didn’t allow him to say anything. And if God didn’t let Paul talk 
about it, what makes you think He gave permission to Billy Bob or Karen in suburbia to 
describe the seating arrangement of the angels? 

 

Galatians 1:8 – Let’s Talk Authority 

“But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which 
we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.” (Galatians 1:8) 

You say, “But their story inspired me!” Friend, so can Disney. Truth isn’t defined by how a 
story makes you feel—it’s defined by whether it lines up with the BOOK. Paul didn’t say, “If 
you feel good about it, go with it.” He said, if anyone—even an angel—preaches anything 
different from this Book, they’re ACCURSED. Period. 

And let’s be honest: a lot of these NDEs come with dangerous doctrinal cargo. People 
come back saying things like: 

• “There is no judgment.” 

• “God said all religions lead to Him.” 

• “There is no hell.” 

• “Jesus was just a guide to the light.” 

• “I was reincarnated back into my body.” 

That ain’t gospel. That’s GARBAGE. That’s New Age Luciferian universalism wrapped in 
white robes and syrupy emotion. It smells like smoke and sulfur because it’s straight out of 
hell. 

 

Satan as an Angel of Light 

Now here’s a fun little nugget from the Book the NDE crowd seems to forget: 

“And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.” (2 Corinthians 
11:14) 

Did you catch that? 



SATAN doesn’t come at you with pitchforks and red horns. He comes as light. As beauty. As 
peace. As a voice saying, “Don’t worry, you’re doing fine. Everyone gets in.” He’s the 
ultimate con artist—and NDEs are one of his greatest tricks. 

I’m not saying every near-death experience is demonic. Some might be legitimate trauma-
induced dreams. Others may be psychological. Some may be God allowing a person a 
glimpse of judgment or mercy. But if it contradicts the Book, it's bunk. Period. Don’t try to 
polish it, don’t try to justify it—toss it in the trash. 

 

Hebrews 9:27 – The Appointment Is Fixed 

“And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.” (Hebrews 9:27) 

You die ONCE. Not twice. Not three times. No reincarnation. No looping back through the 
womb. And what comes next? 

Judgment. 

Not cuddles. 
Not conversations with Gandhi. 
Not a cloud harp seminar. 

You either go up or down based on your acceptance or rejection of Jesus Christ. These 
NDEs never talk about THAT. You never hear, “I died and stood trembling before the God of 
all holiness who showed me that I deserved hell.” No, it's always fuzzy light, affirming 
grannies, and angel puppies. Where’s the FEAR OF GOD in any of that? 

 

The Real Danger – Replacing Scripture with Experience 

The moment you elevate someone’s experience above the Bible, you’ve officially walked 
into the devil’s den with no armor. That’s the slippery slope: 

1. Experience trumps Scripture. 

2. Emotion trumps doctrine. 

3. Opinion trumps authority. 

4. Every man does what is right in his own eyes (Judges 21:25). 

And that’s exactly what these stories promote. Suddenly, people who never cracked a Bible 
are experts on eternity because they saw a “being of light” who hugged them. Don’t forget—



Lucifer was the light bearer before he fell (Isaiah 14:12). He knows how to fake glory better 
than Hollywood fakes romance. 

 

1 John 4:1 – Try the Spirits 

“Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many 
false prophets are gone out into the world.” (1 John 4:1) 

Try the spirits. Test them. How? 

By the Book. 

If what they say contradicts the Bible, it’s not of God. And guess what? You’re not being 
“unloving” for rejecting their story. You’re being biblical. You’re doing what John told you to 
do. 

And don’t let them guilt-trip you with phrases like, “How can you say my experience wasn’t 
real?” I didn’t say it wasn’t real. I said it wasn’t biblical. Big difference. 

 

What Should We Learn from NDEs? 

If someone claims to have died and come back, take their testimony and run it through the 
wringer of the Word. If it survives the heat of Scripture, maybe there’s a nugget in there. But 
the vast majority don’t. They reek of: 

• Universalism 

• Emotional manipulation 

• Anti-doctrinal sentiment 

• Feel-good theology 

• And a complete LACK of the gospel 

And if there’s no clear gospel message, no exaltation of Christ, no warning of judgment, and 
no affirmation of the blood atonement—THROW IT OUT. It’s spiritual spam. 

 

Conclusion: The Book Is Enough 



Friend, if you want to know what happens after you die, you don’t need to read Heaven 
Tourism Monthly. You don’t need to chase down documentaries or buy tickets to a “Heaven 
Encounter” conference. 

You need ONE BOOK: the King James Bible. 

You want to know what heaven looks like? Read Revelation. 
You want to know about hell? Read Luke 16. 
You want to know how to avoid damnation? Read John 3. 
You want to know what Christ did to purchase your redemption? Read Romans. 

That Book doesn’t sugar-coat. It doesn’t profit from trauma. It doesn't exploit death for 
emotional gain. It tells the truth, even when it hurts. Because truth saves. Lies damn. 

Near-death experiences may be interesting. They may be emotional. But unless they line 
up with the Bible, they’re distractions at best and deceptions at worst. 

So stop looking to those who claim they “came back.” Look instead to the One who died 
and ROSE AGAIN—Jesus Christ—and never went back to the grave. He doesn’t offer a light 
at the end of the tunnel. He offers life everlasting to all who trust in His finished work. 

And that, my friend, is no near-death experience. 

That’s eternal LIFE. 

 

 

 

17 of 20: What Happens After You Die? 
Eternal Rewards – Crowns, Inheritance, and Glory 
Exploring: What the saved can expect beyond mere “entrance” into heaven. 

 

The Crowns That Never Rust: Beyond Just Getting In 

Some Christians talk like all they want is to “just make it in.” Get their toe in the gate, and 
that’s enough. Brother, that’s like being content to sit in the nosebleed section at the 
biggest wedding in the universe when Christ Himself invited you to rule and reign with Him. 
You’ve got folks bragging about how they’re “barely saved,” as if that’s a badge of humility. 
It’s not. It’s laziness wrapped in a spiritual excuse. The Bible doesn’t just talk about 



salvation—it talks about inheritance, rewards, crowns, glory, and position. And not all 
saints will receive the same. 

Salvation is free. It cost you nothing—but it cost Christ everything. But rewards? Those will 
cost you. That’s where your faith works. And when the smoke of this world clears and the 
Judgment Seat of Christ is done, some saints are going to shine like the sun—and others 
will be in, yes, but as though they’d been plucked out of a house fire (1 Corinthians 3:15). 
Still smokin’. 

So, what does the Bible say about eternal rewards, crowns, and glory? Let’s dive in—this 
isn’t motivational fluff. This is doctrine. This is prophecy. And this is the part most Baptists 
skip because they’re afraid it might make people do something for God. 

 

Entrance by Grace, Position by Faithfulness 

Don’t confuse salvation with reward. They are not the same. 

Salvation is “not of works, lest any man should boast” (Ephesians 2:9). You didn’t earn it. 
You can’t maintain it. You just received it by faith. But immediately after verse 9, comes 
verse 10: 

“For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works…” 

See that? Saved people are created to do good works. That’s where rewards come in. 
Crowns aren’t participation trophies. They’re earned. 

Every believer has eternal life. But not every believer gets to rule with Christ (2 Timothy 
2:12). Not every believer will inherit equally. Not every believer will hear, “Well done, thou 
good and faithful servant.” 

Heaven is not communism. You’re not getting the same reward as Paul just because you’re 
saved. Pull your head out of the clouds and get that straight. 

 

The Five Crowns You Can Earn 

The Bible outlines at least five crowns that believers can receive at the Judgment Seat of 
Christ. Let’s walk through them. 

1. The Incorruptible Crown – For Mastering the Flesh 



“But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection... Now they do it to obtain a 
corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible.” 
(1 Corinthians 9:25–27) 

This is for self-discipline, living a life that denies the flesh and honors God. This is the “boot 
camp” crown. Paul likens it to an Olympic runner staying focused and clean. You don’t earn 
this crown if you let the world and your emotions drag you around by the nose ring. It’s for 
soldiers, not snowflakes. 

2. The Crown of Rejoicing – For Soul-Winners 

“For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence of our 
Lord Jesus Christ at his coming?” 
(1 Thessalonians 2:19) 

This crown goes to the soul-winners. If you’ve led someone to Christ, or had a hand in it, 
that’s your crown. You’ll look across eternity and see someone smile at you and say, “You 
helped me get here.” No crown on earth compares. 

No soul-winning? No crown. That simple. 

3. The Crown of Righteousness – For Loving His Appearing 

“Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness… and not to me only, but unto 
all them also that love his appearing.” 
(2 Timothy 4:8) 

This one’s for those who are watching, waiting, longing for the Rapture. Not just believing in 
it—but loving it. You can tell who’s after this crown: they’re not trying to make earth their 
heaven. They’re not building kingdoms here. They’re homesick for glory. 

This crowd doesn’t need a prepper bunker. They’re packed and ready. 

4. The Crown of Life – For Enduring Trials 

“Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the 
crown of life…” 
(James 1:12) 
“…be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.” 
(Revelation 2:10) 

This crown is earned in suffering. Martyrs. Those who endure persecution. Christians who 
stay faithful through tragedy, loss, pain, and spiritual valleys. You don’t get this crown by 
sitting in the A/C pew whining about your week. This one is forged in fire. 



Jesus wore a crown of thorns before He wore a crown of glory. You think it’ll be different for 
you? 

5. The Crown of Glory – For Feeding the Flock 

“And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not 
away.” 
(1 Peter 5:4) 

This one’s for pastors and faithful teachers who shepherd God’s people. This is not for the 
guy who gets a paycheck to entertain goats. This is for the man who feeds the flock with the 
Word of God, warns of wolves, and stays faithful in season and out. 

No applause needed. God’s keeping score. 

 

Degrees of Glory and Inheritance 

Don’t stop at crowns—there’s more. The Bible speaks of inheritance and glory, and not all 
receive the same portion. 

“If children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with 
him…” 
(Romans 8:17) 

You see that “if”? That conditional clause just sent every Calvinist into cardiac arrest. But 
it’s Bible. Joint-heirship is connected to suffering with Him. 

You want to reign? You want to share His glory? Then suffer now. Serve now. Walk humbly 
now. The rewards of heaven are tied to the cost of obedience now. 

 

Some Will Suffer Loss (1 Corinthians 3:15) 

Let’s be honest: not every Christian is going to hear “Well done.” That phrase is not for 
every believer. It’s for the faithful. 

Paul says some believers will be saved, “yet so as by fire.” That’s the guy who gets into 
heaven with nothing to show for his Christian life. No crowns. No inheritance. He trusted 
Christ, but wasted his life. He built with wood, hay, and stubble. 

You say, “Well at least he’s in.” Sure. But he’ll be empty-handed when it matters most. That 
man will face eternal regret, watching others cast crowns at Jesus’ feet while he has 
nothing. 



The Judgment Seat of Christ will be the most joyful and heartbreaking moment in eternity—
at the same time. 

 

What Will We Do With Our Crowns? 

Revelation 4:10–11 gives the answer: 

“The four and twenty elders fall down before him… and cast their crowns before the 
throne…” 

You don’t keep your crowns to decorate a mansion. You cast them at Jesus’ feet. They’re 
not for your glory. They’re your thank you. 

What will you have to offer your King? 

This is why Paul said, “That I may win Christ.” Not get saved. He was already saved. He 
wanted to win Him, earn Him, lay hold of that for which Christ laid hold of him (Philippians 
3:8–14). 

That’s the goal. Not just entering heaven—but entering with reward, with fruit, with proof of 
love. 

 

Motivated By Heaven 

Some preachers are scared to talk about rewards. They think it’s unspiritual to motivate 
people with crowns or inheritance. That’s cute. Even Jesus said: 

“Great is your reward in heaven…” (Matthew 5:12) 
“Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven…” (Matthew 6:20) 

If Jesus uses rewards as motivation, who are you to act holier than that? 

Paul ran to win a prize. Not just finish. WIN. He wanted crowns, rewards, eternal glory—
and not for himself, but to honor the One who saved him. 

Christian, if you think heaven is just clouds and harps and “we all get the same,” you 
haven’t read your Bible. You’re going to be shocked when you see saints reigning with Christ 
over cities (Luke 19:17). And you’ll be even more shocked if He says, “Depart from me, ye 
slothful servant,” and puts you on cleaning duty in the Millennium. 

Heaven’s no democracy. It’s a kingdom. And rank, reward, and reign are based on 
faithfulness. 



 

Conclusion: You Only Get One Shot 

Every minute of every day you’re building something—either gold, silver, and precious 
stones, or wood, hay, and stubble. The fire is coming. And only what’s done for Christ will 
survive it. 

This isn’t about guilt—it’s about grace in action. You’ve been given eternal life. Now make it 
count. Get in your Bible. Get on your knees. Win some souls. Encourage the saints. Feed 
the sheep. Be faithful in small things. Serve your local church. Love His appearing. Suffer 
well. And endure hardness like a good soldier. 

The King is coming—and His rewards are with Him. 

Don’t just be glad you got in. Be glad you made it count. 

 

 

 

18 of 20 – What Happens After You Die? 
What Is Heaven Like? – A Look into Our Eternal Home 
Exploring: New Jerusalem, new bodies, no more tears, streets of gold (Revelation 21–
22) 

 

INTRODUCTION: THE FINAL DESTINATION, NOT A CLOUDY “SOMEWHERE” 

Heaven is not a vapor. It's not a dream. It's not a harp-strumming, toga-wearing cloud 
lounge for bored saints to take naps on. Heaven is real—more real than Washington D.C., 
more real than the dirt under your feet, and more real than the steel bars of any prison. It’s 
not a product of man’s imagination. It's the final home for the redeemed. And thank God, 
it’s nothing like this sin-soaked, death-obsessed, devil-run planet you’re stuck on right now. 

When you die in Christ, you’re not floating around in the ether or becoming some energy 
field. You’re going to a place prepared by a God who made stars with His fingers and split 
the Red Sea like a curtain. You think He can’t build a city? 

The Bible doesn’t give vague poetry about heaven. It gives architecture. Geography. 
Materials. Dimensions. Names. God didn’t just say, “You'll like it when you get there.” He 
wrote out blueprints in Revelation 21 and 22. And brother, if you’re saved, you’ve got a 



home address written in the Lamb’s Book of Life that’s more secure than Fort Knox and 
brighter than the face of Moses coming down from Sinai. 

Let’s take a look. 

 

I. THE NEW HEAVEN AND NEW EARTH – A COMPLETE RESET 

"And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were 
passed away…" (Revelation 21:1) 

Burn it all down. That’s what God’s going to do to this present earth. Not "fix it up." Not a 
"green initiative" or some environmental restoration program. Global warming? Ha! Try 
global meltdown (2 Peter 3:10). The heavens shall pass away with a great noise and the 
elements shall melt with fervent heat. 

Everything man ever built—from pyramids to pagodas, from cathedrals to capital 
buildings—will burn. Why? Because this current world system is under the curse of sin and 
ruled by the god of this world (2 Corinthians 4:4). God doesn’t want to redecorate it. He’s 
going to replace it. 

The new earth will have no sea. That’s right. Seventy percent of this current earth is water, 
and it separates people. No more separation. No more chaos. The new earth is for the 
redeemed, with no devil to mess it up. 

 

II. THE NEW JERUSALEM – THE CITY FOUR-SQUARE 

Let’s talk real estate. No fairytales here—God gives us a surveyor’s report. 

“And the city lieth foursquare… twelve thousand furlongs. The length and the breadth and 
the height of it are equal.” (Revelation 21:16) 

That’s a cube. Roughly 1,500 miles in every direction. That’s like a city stretching from New 
York to Dallas, and just as high into the sky. That’s a city with over 2 million square miles of 
living space—not even counting vertical levels. Skyscrapers? Try sky-universes. 

This ain’t some spiritual metaphor. This is a literal, physical, golden city with gates, 
foundations, and walls. 

Twelve gates—each made of a single pearl. You ever seen a pearl that big? That’s not 
oyster business—that’s God showing off. 



Twelve foundations—made of precious stones: jasper, sapphire, emerald, topaz, 
amethyst, and more. Not asphalt. Not concrete. But the kind of materials kings die for. 

Streets of gold—transparent as glass. Pure. No dirt. No potholes. No taxes to fill ‘em either. 

This is your home if you’re saved. Not your vacation—your forever dwelling. Your citizenship 
is already there (Philippians 3:20). 

 

III. NO MORE NIGHT, NO MORE TEARS, NO MORE DEATH 

"And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death…" 
(Revelation 21:4) 

That verse hits like thunder if you’ve buried a loved one. No more goodbyes. No more 
caskets. No more cancer wards, hospice visits, or weeping at the foot of a hospital bed. 

No more crying. You won’t have to fake a smile. You won’t wake up with anxiety gnawing 
your gut. There’s no Prozac in heaven, no therapists, and no padded cells. 

No more pain. Arthritis, Alzheimer’s, ALS—gone. No oxygen tanks. No walkers. No missing 
limbs. You won’t be limping through heaven with a prescription bottle in one hand and a 
cane in the other. 

"And there shall be no night there…" (Revelation 21:25) 

No darkness. No depression. No fear of what’s lurking in the shadows. Why? Because "the 
Lord God giveth them light" (Revelation 22:5). You won’t need candles or electricity when 
you’ve got the Shekinah glory of God shining like the sun at noonday. 

 

IV. THE TREE OF LIFE AND THE RIVER OF LIFE – ETERNAL PROVISION 

"And he shewed me a pure river of water of life… proceeding out of the throne of God…" 
(Revelation 22:1) 

No sewer runoff. No pollution. No fluoride. Just the purest water flowing right from God’s 
throne. You don’t drink it to survive—you drink it because you can. Abundant. Refreshing. 
Eternal. 

"And on either side of the river, was there the tree of life… and the leaves of the tree were for 
the healing of the nations." (Revelation 22:2) 



The same tree that was in Eden is now back, smack in the middle of paradise. Satan’s lie in 
the garden got man kicked out and barred from it—but Jesus opened the way back in. 

Twelve manner of fruits—one for each month. God likes variety. And there’s no “off-season” 
in heaven. He feeds you, heals you, and satisfies your every need—not just spiritually, but 
literally. 

 

V. NEW BODIES – LIKE UNTO HIS GLORIOUS BODY 

When you get to heaven, you’re not going to be a ghost or some cloudy figure. You get a 
body. Not the worn-out bag of bones you’ve got now, but one just like Christ’s resurrected 
body (Philippians 3:21). 

That means: 

• No aging. You’ll never grow old. 

• No decay. You’ll never die. 

• No disease. You’ll never get sick. 

• No sin. You’ll never mess up again. 

Jesus walked through walls, ate fish, and ascended into heaven in His glorified body. That’s 
your future if you’re saved. You’ll be recognizable, physical, and eternal. 

You’ll eat at the Marriage Supper of the Lamb. You’ll fellowship. You’ll sing. You’ll rule and 
reign. And not for 10 years. Not for 1,000. But for all eternity. 

 

VI. THE PRESENCE OF GOD – THE GREATEST GLORY 

"And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying… behold, the tabernacle of God is with 
men." (Revelation 21:3) 

The best part of heaven isn’t gold, or music, or even reuniting with loved ones. The best part 
is God Himself. Face-to-face. 

Right now, you walk by faith. Then, you’ll walk by sight. 

Right now, you pray to a God you can’t see. Then, you’ll speak to the One who spoke the 
worlds into existence, and He will smile. 



He’ll be your light, your joy, your glory. You won’t have to hide from Him like Adam. You’ll 
dwell with Him like a bride with her husband. 

 

VII. WHO GETS IN – AND WHO DOESN’T 

Only the saved. No unrepentant sinners. No liars, no cowards, no fornicators, no idolaters 
(Revelation 21:8). 

"But the fearful, and unbelieving… shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire 
and brimstone." 

God draws a line. No second chances at the gate. Either your name is written in the Lamb’s 
Book of Life—or it’s not. 

That’s not cruel. That’s holy. You don’t want heaven to be like earth, do you? Full of 
criminals, blasphemers, and corruption? God doesn’t either. 

 

CONCLUSION: DON’T MISS IT FOR THE WORLD 

This world will try to bribe you with riches and distract you with garbage to keep you from 
thinking about heaven. But heaven is the real deal. And if you’re saved, brother, you’ve got 
an inheritance that’ll make Fort Knox look like a piggy bank. 

New body. New home. New earth. New everything. 

So set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth (Colossians 3:2). Lay up 
treasure where moth and rust can’t touch it. And don’t get too comfortable here. You’re just 
passing through. 

Heaven isn’t a myth—it’s a promise. 
Not a dream—it’s a destination. 
Not a hope—it’s a guarantee for every blood-washed, born-again, heaven-bound child 
of God. 

And friend, if you ain’t saved yet, don’t you wait another second. Because if you miss 
heaven, you won’t miss hell. 

 

19 of 20: What Happens After You Die? – Eternal Security – Can You Be Sure Where 
You’ll Go? 



“These things have I written unto you… that ye may know that ye have eternal life.” – 1 
John 5:13 

Let me start this one with a loaded question: Can you be 100% sure you're going to 
Heaven when you die? According to the Bible—yes. According to religion, tradition, 
denominationalism, Catholicism, Adventism, Pentecostalism, and half of Baptist 
fundamentalism—well, not so fast. You might lose it. You might backslide. You might have 
to "persevere." You might "walk away" or "stop believing." Or—you might just wake up in hell 
thinking you were saved the whole time. 

Ladies and gentlemen, we’re in the middle of a theological battlefield. And one of the 
biggest bloodbaths in modern Christianity is over eternal security—what some of us call 
OSAS: Once Saved, Always Saved. You either believe that salvation is a finished 
transaction the moment you trust Christ... or you think you’ve got to tiptoe through tulips 
until your dying breath and hope the scale tips in your favor. 

Spoiler alert: If you think your salvation depends on you holding on, you’re not trusting 
Christ. You’re trusting yourself—and that’s not salvation. That’s pride wrapped in religious 
duct tape. 

 

Salvation: A Birth, Not a Lease Agreement 

John 3:3 says, “Ye must be born again.” That’s not a contract. That’s a birth. You don’t “un-
birth” a baby. You don’t take back DNA. When a sinner trusts Christ—his soul is cut loose 
from his flesh (Colossians 2:11), sealed (Ephesians 1:13), adopted (Romans 8:15), 
indwelt (1 Corinthians 6:19), and placed into the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:13). 

You tell me how you undo all that. 

Show me one verse in your Bible that says a man can be “un-born again.” You won’t. You’ll 
get Hebrews 6 ripped out of context, or Matthew 24 (which is Tribulation), or maybe John 15 
(which is about fruit, not salvation). No saved person in the New Testament loses their 
salvation—period. 

 

The “What If” Crowd – Masters of the Hypothetical 

Now here come the parrots: 

• “What if someone stops believing?” 

• “What if they sin after salvation?” 



• “What if they live like the devil?” 

• “What if they never showed fruit?” 

Look. The question isn’t what if they stop—it’s whether they ever started. 1 John 2:19 
says they went out “because they were not of us.” A false professor isn’t a failed Christian. 
He’s a fraud. 

But let’s say it plainly: a saved man can sin. A saved man can backslide. A saved man 
can fall. David committed adultery and murder. Lot got drunk and fathered incestuous 
children. Peter denied Christ three times with cursing. Not one of them lost salvation. Not 
one. 

The only reason you’d teach otherwise is because you either: 

1. Don’t know the Bible, or 

2. Don’t believe the gospel. 

 

Salvation Is Not a Reward for the Righteous… 

…it’s a gift for the guilty. 
“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not 
of works, lest any man should boast.” (Ephesians 2:8–9) 

And yet modern pulpits are filled with double-talking preachers who say, “Yes, we’re saved 
by grace… but you’ve gotta live it. You’ve gotta endure. You’ve gotta keep the 
commandments. You’ve gotta bear fruit.” 

Sounds like works to me, slick. 

Galatians 3:3 hits you like a freight train: “Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are 
ye now made perfect by the flesh?” 

The minute you attach performance to the gospel, you’ve left grace behind. You’re not just 
confused—you’re cursed. Read it again: “If any man preach any other gospel… let him be 
accursed” (Galatians 1:9). 

 

The Sealing of the Spirit – Divine Security Tag 

Let’s talk security—real, eternal, airtight, divine security. 



Ephesians 1:13-14: 
“…after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, which is the 
earnest of our inheritance…” 

That’s God slapping a heavenly “Do Not Tamper” sticker on your soul. The moment you 
believed, the Spirit sealed you until “the redemption of the purchased possession.” 

You can’t break that seal. The devil can’t break that seal. Not even YOU can break that seal. 

Why? Because salvation is God’s work—not yours. 

 

The Blood That Paid It All 

You think Jesus shed His blood so you could add to it with your filthy rags? Do you actually 
believe the sinless Lamb of God took the wrath of Almighty God… so you could “maintain 
your salvation” by dressing right and handing out tracts? 

Isaiah 64:6 says your righteousnesses are as filthy rags. 

Hebrews 10:14 says “by one offering he hath perfected forever them that are sanctified.” 

FOREVER. Not “until you sin.” Not “until you walk away.” Not “until you feel lost.” Forever. 

 

The Chastening of Sons – God’s Paddle, Not His Fire 

Now don’t mistake this: Eternal security is not a license to sin. It’s a reason not to. 
But when a Christian does sin—and he will—God doesn’t throw him into hell. He spanks 
him. 

Hebrews 12:6: “For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth…” 

See, God doesn’t kick you out of the family. He drags you to the woodshed. That’s the 
difference between a believer and a faker. A faker sins and gets away with it. A believer sins 
and gets whipped by God until he repents or dies. 

And if a man can live in sin without chastening? He’s not a Christian—he’s a bastard 
(Hebrews 12:8). 

 

But What If I Don’t Feel Saved? 



Tough. 
Your salvation isn’t based on feelings. It’s based on FACT. 
Jesus said, “He that believeth on me HATH everlasting life” (John 6:47). Either He meant it 
or He didn’t. 

So many poor saints sit around wringing their hands wondering if they’re really saved 
because they “don’t feel close to God” or “struggle with doubt” or “don’t see fruit.” 
Hogwash. Stop staring at your navels and start staring at the cross. 

Salvation is settled in Christ. It’s not floating on your mood swings. 

 

The Danger of Works-Based Gospel 

Let’s be crystal clear: Any gospel that puts the burden back on man is a false gospel. 

• “You have to get baptized.” – False. 

• “You have to keep the Sabbath.” – False. 

• “You have to repent of ALL your sins.” – Good luck. 

• “You have to endure to the end.” – Tribulation text, wrong dispensation. 

That’s not grace—that’s the Galatian heresy, and Paul said it was another gospel entirely. 

The only reason someone would teach you can lose your salvation is because they 
never had it to begin with. 

 

Once Saved, Always Saved – Or Never Saved At All 

Let’s land this jet where it belongs: 

• If you’re saved by grace, you’re kept by grace. 

• If you’re saved by faith, you’re kept by faith. 

• If it’s a gift, you can’t pay it back. 

• If God started the work, He’ll finish it (Philippians 1:6). 

You say, “But I know a guy who said he was saved and now he’s a Satanist.” Yeah, well, 
maybe he was a liar. Don’t build your theology on an apostate. Build it on the Book. 

 



Final Warning: Get in the Ark 

If you’re not saved, don’t walk—RUN to the cross. 

Because once you’re in Christ, you’re in. Noah’s ark wasn’t held together by pitch and 
nails—it was held together by God. And when that door shut, it was shut. 

Jesus said, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that 
sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from 
death unto life.” (John 5:24) 

That’s present tense. That’s immediate. That’s eternal security. 

You say, “What if I mess up?” 

Brother, if you’re saved—you already did. And He already covered it. 

 

Conclusion: Are You Trusting Him or You? 

Let me put it like this. If you could lose your salvation… you would. 

But you can’t. Not if it was real to begin with. Not if it was grace. Not if it was finished at 
Calvary. 

So let’s stop asking, “Can I lose it?” and start asking, “Did I ever have it?” 

If you’re trusting Jesus Christ and Him alone—not your works, not your baptism, not your 
obedience, not your repentance, not your church—then you’re safe, sealed, and secure. 

Once saved, always saved. And if that offends someone… good. They need to get saved. 

 

 

 

20 of 20: The Urgency of Today – Choose You This Day 

“Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.” — 2 Corinthians 
6:2 

 

Introduction: The Most Dangerous Word in the English Language 



If there’s one word that’s damned more souls to hell than any other, it’s “tomorrow.” 
Not “atheism.” Not “evolution.” Not “witchcraft.” Not “Buddhism.” Just that one, soft, 
deadly word — tomorrow. 

Tomorrow I’ll get right with God. 
Tomorrow I’ll pray. 
Tomorrow I’ll quit my sin. 
Tomorrow I’ll repent. 
Tomorrow I’ll believe. 

But the Bible says: “Boast not thyself of to morrow; for thou knowest not what a day may 
bring forth.” (Proverbs 27:1) 

You’ve got breath in your lungs, blood in your veins, and a heartbeat in your chest — but 
you don’t own one second of it. You can plan your career, your vacation, your funeral if 
you want, but you can’t plan your next heartbeat. That’s borrowed air you’re breathing. The 
clock is ticking, and eternity is only one breath away. 

This last essay isn’t philosophical. It isn’t poetic. It’s a plea. If you don’t know Christ, you 
are dangling over hell by a thread soaked in gasoline — and that thread’s already smoking. 

 

Life Is Short – Eternity Is Long 

Job said, “My days are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle.” (Job 7:6) 
James said life is “even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.” 
(James 4:14) 

You came into this world naked and screaming — and that’s how you’ll go out, stripped of 
everything. Every possession, every title, every penny, every pleasure, every lie — gone in an 
instant. 

You’re one heartbeat away from meeting God. 
One car accident. 
One clot in your brain. 
One bullet, one breath, one mistake. 

The truth nobody wants to face is that you’re not guaranteed another sunrise. Every 
second you delay trusting Christ is one second closer to eternal fire. 

 

Hell Has No Exit Signs 



There are no clocks in hell. No do-overs. No breaks. No second chances. 
When a lost man dies, his fate is sealed tighter than the tomb that couldn’t hold Christ. 

The Bible says the rich man in Luke 16 “in hell lifted up his eyes, being in torments.” He 
wasn’t dreaming. He wasn’t imagining. He was awake — screaming, thirsty, burning, 
remembering. 

He prayed, “Father Abraham, send Lazarus… that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, 
and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.” (Luke 16:24) 

He didn’t ask for wine, or comfort, or gold. He asked for a drop of water. And he never got it. 

Do you understand that, friend? 
That man has been screaming for over 2,000 years, and he hasn’t gotten one drop. And 
while you read this, he’s still screaming — remembering every sermon, every tract, every 
warning, every moment he said, “Not today.” 

Hell is full of good intentions and procrastinators. 
Heaven is full of repentant sinners who acted when the Holy Spirit said, “Come.” 

 

The World’s Lie – “You Have Time” 

The devil doesn’t care if you go to church. He doesn’t care if you believe in Jesus. He 
doesn’t care if you get baptized, sing in the choir, or memorize Psalm 23 — as long as you 
never decide. 

He’ll whisper, “Sure, you need to get saved… but not today.” 
He’ll say, “Wait until you’re older. Wait until you’ve had your fun. Wait until you’ve cleaned 
up.” 

That’s how he gets you. He’ll never tell you not to come — he’ll just tell you to come later. 

And while you wait, your heart gets harder, your conscience gets duller, and the Holy 
Spirit’s voice gets quieter. You can only say “no” so many times before God says “Enough.” 

“Because I have called, and ye refused… I also will laugh at your calamity.” (Proverbs 1:24–
26) 

 

The Deceptive Safety of Religion 

Most people reading this aren’t atheists or Satanists. They’re “good people.” Moral. 
Religious. Baptized. Church members. Maybe even teachers or pastors. 



And they’re going to hell. 

Religion has sent more people to hell than heroin ever did. Why? Because religion lets you 
feel holy while you’re lost. It paints a smile on a corpse. 

You can be baptized, confirmed, catechized, churched, sprinkled, anointed, and still 
burn. 
You can know all the theology, all the creeds, all the prayers — and never know the Savior. 

Jesus said, “Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord… and then will I profess unto them, I 
never knew you.” (Matthew 7:22–23) 

If all you have is religion, you’re one heartbeat from hearing those words yourself. 

 

You Can Know You’re Saved – Today 

There’s no need to guess, wonder, or “hope so.” The Bible says: 

“These things have I written unto you… that ye may know that ye have eternal life.” (1 John 
5:13) 

Salvation isn’t a puzzle — it’s a promise. You don’t earn it. You don’t grow into it. You don’t 
achieve it. You receive it. 

You’re saved when you believe from the heart that Jesus Christ — God manifest in the flesh 
— died for your sins, was buried, and rose again the third day. (1 Corinthians 15:3–4) 

It’s not about repeating a formula. It’s about repentance — changing your mind about sin 
and yourself — and faith in the finished work of Christ. 

When you trust Him, you’re not hoping He’ll save you. You’re believing that He already did. 

 

“But I’m Not That Bad…” 

Yes, you are. And worse. 

“For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23) 

“All we like sheep have gone astray.” (Isaiah 53:6) 

You’re not a good person who occasionally messes up — you’re a sinner by birth, choice, 
and nature. You were born on death row, already condemned. Jesus didn’t come to make 
you better. He came to make you alive. 



There’s not a single “good” man in hell — and not a single “bad” man in heaven. There are 
only forgiven and unforgiven. 

 

“But I’ll Get Right Later…” 

You might not have a later. The cemetery is full of people who thought they had time. 

Every 24 hours, over 150,000 souls step into eternity. That’s 2 every second. Tick… tick… 
tick… and one of them could be you. 

Every funeral you’ve ever seen is a sermon in stone — a reminder that the wages of sin is 
death. But death is just the door. What’s on the other side depends entirely on what you’ve 
done with Jesus Christ. 

If you die without Him, your good works won’t help you. Your prayers won’t help you. Your 
religion won’t help you. Once you die, your case is closed. 

 

The Door of Grace Is Still Open 

But right now — this very moment — the door is open. The blood of Christ still pleads for 
sinners. The invitation still stands. 

Jesus said, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 
(Matthew 11:28) 

The cross isn’t a decoration. It’s a doorway. You can’t climb up to heaven, but heaven came 
down for you. Every nail, every thorn, every drop of blood was shed to give you a chance to 
live forever. 

He didn’t die for the saints. He died for the ungodly. He died for drunks, thieves, adulterers, 
liars, blasphemers, and rebels — and He’ll save anyone who calls on His name. 

 

The Simplicity of Salvation 

Salvation isn’t complicated. It’s as simple as ABC — 
Admit you’re a sinner. 
Believe Christ died for you, was buried, and rose again. 
Call on Him in faith. 

“For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” (Romans 10:13) 



That’s not maybe. That’s not if. That’s not “after baptism.” That’s a blood-bought guarantee 
from the Creator Himself. 

If you’ll bow your heart right now — not to me, not to a priest, not to a church, but to God 
Almighty — and say, “Lord, I know I’m lost. I believe Jesus died for me and rose again. 
Please save me,” He’ll do it. Right now. 

 

Tomorrow Is the Devil’s Gospel 

The devil doesn’t preach atheism. He preaches delay. 
He says, “Wait until Sunday.” 
He says, “Wait until you feel ready.” 
He says, “Wait until after college.” 
He says, “Wait until you’re on your deathbed.” 

But you don’t know when death’s coming. And if you wait until the last minute, you might 
miss it. 

Every man in hell today was planning to get saved someday. 

 

Heaven’s Invitation – Hell’s Warning 

Heaven is ready. The invitation has been sent. The blood has been shed. The door is open. 
The cross is still standing. The tomb is still empty. The Savior is still calling. 

But the clock is ticking. 

“Choose you this day whom ye will serve…” (Joshua 24:15) 

You can serve sin, or you can serve Christ. 
You can walk into eternity with your sins on your back, or you can let the Lamb of God take 
them away. 

There’s no middle ground, no purgatory, no second chance. 

This is it. Today. 

 

The Final Plea 

If you could hear the screams from hell for one second, you’d run to that cross. 
If you could see the glory of heaven for one moment, you’d fall on your knees right now. 



But you don’t need visions. You’ve got a Bible. 

You’ve got a Savior who already paid the price. 
You’ve got a Spirit tugging at your heart. 
You’ve got a choice — and that choice is right now. 

You say, “I’ll think about it.” 
You already have. 
And if you walk away from this message lost, it won’t be because you weren’t told — it’ll be 
because you refused. 

 

Conclusion: The Invitation Stands 

Friend, if you’re not saved, don’t you take another breath without Christ. Eternity is too long 
to be wrong. 

• You don’t need a priest — you need a Savior. 

• You don’t need a religion — you need redemption. 

• You don’t need to turn over a new leaf — you need a new life. 

Right now, heaven’s door is wide open, and the nail-scarred hand of Jesus is extended. The 
One who created you is calling you home. 

If you die without Him, you’ll remember this moment forever. You’ll remember reading this. 
You’ll remember choosing not to believe. And you’ll remember the sound of the door 
shutting. 

So while you still can — while grace is still calling — while mercy still waits — choose you 
this day. 

“Now is the accepted time. Behold, now is the day of salvation.” 

 

 

 

Conclusion – Standing at the Edge of Eternity 
The Grave Isn’t the End—It’s the Beginning 

Well, there it is. Twenty chapters. Twenty alarms. Twenty warnings and twenty answers 
from the only Book that has the authority to speak on death, judgment, heaven, and hell—



the King James Bible. We’ve walked through Paradise, we’ve stood at the edge of the Lake 
of Fire, we’ve peered into the New Jerusalem, and we’ve stood silent at the foot of the Great 
White Throne. 

This wasn’t a theological exercise. This was a spiritual autopsy. You’ve been given the 
whole picture—what happens the second your heart stops beating, where you go, why 
you go there, and what comes next. And now the ball is in your court. 

You say, “Well I’m just not ready to decide.” Then you just did. “I don’t like your tone.” Then 
you’d better get used to screaming—because the Devil sure doesn’t care about your tone 
preferences. “I don’t believe in hell.” Your belief doesn’t change one flame. One second in 
eternity, and all the philosophies, excuses, and smug arrogance of this world burn to ash. 

If you’re saved, these essays ought to make you rejoice—your name is written in heaven 
(Luke 10:20), and the worst thing that can happen to your body is the best thing that could 
happen to your soul (Philippians 1:21–23). You’ve got rewards waiting, a new body coming, 
and an incorruptible crown (2 Timothy 4:8). 

If you’re lost, there’s only one word left for you: Repent. Not next year. Not next week. Not 
tomorrow. 

“Boast not thyself of tomorrow; for thou knowest not what a day may bring forth.” 
—Proverbs 27:1 

This series was never meant to be “interesting.” It was meant to be interrupting. To 
interrupt your comfort, your pride, your sin, your plans, and your delusions—before it’s too 
late. 

Because you will die, and you will live forever somewhere. You don’t need a PhD to 
understand that. Just a Bible and a brain. 

So I’ll end with the same question that opened this whole thing: 

What happens after you die? 

Better yet… 

Where will you be one minute after your last breath? 

 


