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Introduction to Acts and the Seeds of Error 

The Book of Acts is often read as a story of triumph. It is the record of Christ’s Spirit 
empowering the apostles, of the gospel spreading from Jerusalem to Judea, to Samaria, 
and to the uttermost parts of the earth. It shows the birth of the church, the boldness of the 
apostles, the conversions of thousands, and the unstoppable advance of the Word of God. 
And all of that is true. Acts is a book of victories, miracles, and divine guidance. 

Yet when we read carefully, Acts is also a book of conflict. With every advance of the gospel 
comes resistance. With every church planted, an enemy arises. With every sermon 
preached, opposition forms. Acts does not present an idealized church living in unbroken 
harmony, but a realistic picture of the gospel confronting a hostile world—and a world that 
pushes back in many forms. 

What is striking is that the opposition in Acts is not only external persecution from Rome or 
pagan hostility. Much of it comes from within the religious sphere: from Jews clinging to the 
law, from philosophers twisting the truth, from magicians and merchants exploiting faith, 
from false teachers and councils resisting revelation. These conflicts are not just passing 
inconveniences. They are the seeds of error—the beginnings of the false systems, 
corruptions, and counterfeits that would blossom into the religions, denominations, and 
heresies of history. 

Acts, then, is more than a history book. It is a seedbed. It shows us not only the pure gospel 
seed planted by Paul, but also the counterfeit seeds sown by Satan. Each opposition to 
Paul foreshadows a future error that would plague the church: 

• Legalism in Acts 15, later flowering in Catholicism, Judaism, and works-based 
systems. 

• Pagan blending in Acts 14 and 19, mirrored in saint worship, syncretism, and 
idolatry. 



• Mysticism in Acts 8, reappearing in occultism, charismatic extremes, and 
prosperity formulas. 

• Sectarianism in Acts 19, foreshadowing denominations built on half-truths. 

• Nationalism in Acts 1 and 21, leading to crusades, dominionism, and political 
Christianity. 

• Religious violence in Acts 7 and 23, repeated in inquisitions, jihads, and 
persecutions. 

• False prophets in Acts 20, continuing in cult leaders and prosperity apostles. 

• Tradition resisting revelation in Acts 10 and 15, mirrored in councils and 
denominational rigidity. 

• Ecumenical confusion in Acts 16, truth mingled with error in unity movements. 

• Superstition in Acts 19, rituals replacing faith in both Catholic and evangelical 
forms. 

• Materialism in Acts 19, religion turned into profit, from idols to televangelism. 

• Intellectualism in Acts 17, Athens’ craving for novelty mirrored in academia and 
theology. 

• Unbelief in Acts 28, the root beneath every false religion and rejection of Christ. 

And in contrast to all of these, Acts shows us the incorruptible seed: Paul’s gospel of 
grace. This is the one true seed, the message of Christ crucified and risen, offered freely by 
grace through faith alone. Where every false seed corrupts, complicates, or counterfeits, 
Paul’s gospel remains pure. 

This series, Acts and the Seeds of Error, will follow this pattern. Each essay will examine 
one error’s seed in the Book of Acts, trace how it developed in history, expose its modern 
manifestation, and contrast it with the gospel of grace. We will not only see the problems of 
the past but also discern the dangers of the present, for the same seeds are still sprouting 
today. 

Why does this matter? Because every believer is called to guard the truth. Paul warned the 
Ephesian elders with tears: “After my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, 
not sparing the flock” (Acts 20:29). He urged Timothy to “hold fast the form of sound words” 
and to “commit thou to faithful men” (2 Timothy 1:13; 2:2). Jude exhorted believers to 
“earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints” (Jude 1:3). The 



seeds of error are not harmless—they grow into thorns that choke the Word, wolves that 
devour sheep, systems that damn souls. To ignore them is to invite deception. 

At the same time, this series is not only about errors. It is about contrast. Against every 
false seed, we will shine the light of the true seed. Against every counterfeit, we will exalt 
Christ’s gospel. Against every corruption, we will proclaim grace. For while Acts shows us 
opposition, it also shows us triumph. The Word of God grew and prevailed (Acts 19:20). The 
gospel reached Rome, the center of the world, despite every hindrance. Paul could finish 
his course with joy, knowing he had testified of the gospel of the grace of God (Acts 20:24). 

Our goal, then, is twofold: discernment and devotion. Discernment, so we can recognize 
the seeds of error around us and refuse their poison. Devotion, so we can cling to the true 
seed, Paul’s gospel of grace, and sow it faithfully in our own generation. 

Acts is not ancient history. It is the map of our own world. The same errors still grow; the 
same gospel still saves. The battle lines are the same. The question is whether we will learn 
from the seeds of error—or repeat them. 

 

 

1 of 15: Acts and the Seeds of Error – Legalism: The Old Law Revived 

 

Introduction: The Old Law Rising Again 

When you open the pages of Acts, you aren’t just reading a history of the early Church—you 
are watching a battlefield unfold. Christ has ascended, the Holy Spirit has descended, and 
the apostles are carrying the gospel of grace into the world. But with every step forward, 
resistance grows. Among the many forms of opposition, none proved more subtle, more 
enduring, or more destructive than legalism—the attempt to bind New Testament 
believers under the yoke of Old Testament law. 

Acts 15 and Acts 21:21 bring this conflict to the surface. Believing Pharisees and zealous 
Jews insisted that Gentiles must be circumcised and keep the Law of Moses to be saved. 
Paul, the apostle of grace, stood squarely against them, declaring that salvation was by 
faith in Christ alone. That clash is not an isolated skirmish—it is the seed of one of the 
greatest errors that has ever plagued Christianity. From Judaism clinging to Moses, to 
Roman Catholic sacramentalism, to modern denominations teaching works as part of 
salvation, the old law has been revived again and again. 



In this essay, we will trace that seed in Acts, examine how it grew through history, and 
expose its presence in religious systems today. Most importantly, we will hold it against the 
pure gospel Paul preached: salvation by grace through faith, without the works of the law. 

 

The Scene in Acts 15: The Council at Jerusalem 

The gospel was spreading like wildfire among Gentiles. Paul and Barnabas were preaching 
justification by faith alone, and entire communities were turning to Christ. But then came 
the trouble. Acts 15:1 records it clearly: “And certain men which came down from Judaea 
taught the brethren, and said, Except ye be circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye 
cannot be saved.” 

There it is—the old law revived, wearing new clothes. These men were not denying Christ 
outright; they were adding Moses to Him. They were saying, “Faith in Christ is good, but it’s 
not enough. You must add circumcision, you must add the law.” 

The apostles and elders met in Jerusalem to settle the matter. Peter testified how God had 
given the Holy Ghost to Gentiles without the law. Paul and Barnabas reported the miracles 
and conversions among Gentiles who never knew Moses. James, the pastor of the 
Jerusalem church, concluded that God was calling the Gentiles by His grace apart from the 
law. The council’s decision was clear: “We believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ we shall be saved, even as they” (Acts 15:11). 

This moment marked a watershed. The early Church declared once and for all that 
salvation is by grace, not by law. And yet, as we’ll see, the seed of legalism did not die that 
day—it merely went underground, waiting to sprout again. 

 

The Tension in Acts 21:21 

Fast forward a few years. Paul returns to Jerusalem. The Church has grown, thousands of 
Jews have believed—but there’s a problem. James and the elders tell Paul: “Thou seest, 
brother, how many thousands of Jews there are which believe; and they are all zealous of 
the law: And they are informed of thee, that thou teachest all the Jews which are among the 
Gentiles to forsake Moses, saying that they ought not to circumcise their children, neither to 
walk after the customs” (Acts 21:20–21). 

Here we see the lingering suspicion. Paul is being accused of abolishing the law altogether. 
The irony is that Paul never taught law-keeping as a means of salvation, but he also didn’t 



despise Jewish customs when they were cultural rather than salvific. Yet the rumor mill 
twisted his teaching into a caricature: “Paul hates Moses.” 

This highlights an important truth: whenever grace is preached clearly, it will be 
misunderstood as lawlessness. That’s the sting of legalism—it doesn’t just bind people, it 
slanders those who walk in liberty. 

 

What Is Legalism? 

Before tracing its history, we must define it. Legalism is not simply believing in holiness or 
good works. Paul himself taught that believers are created unto good works (Ephesians 
2:10). Legalism is the false teaching that works, rituals, or law-keeping contribute to 
salvation, maintain salvation, or make one more accepted before God. 

In Acts, legalism wore the face of circumcision and Moses. In later ages, it took the form of 
sacraments, rituals, confessions, and endless traditions. At its root, it is the same error: the 
idea that man can add to the finished work of Christ. 

 

The Seed Grows: Legalism in History 

1. Judaism Hardened 
The first continuation of this error was Judaism itself, refusing to let go of Moses and 
rejecting Christ. To this day, Judaism clings to the Law, though the Temple is gone 
and the sacrifices have ceased. 

2. Roman Catholicism 
As the early Church institutionalized, Rome revived the old law in new forms: 
baptismal regeneration, transubstantiation, confession, penance, indulgences. 
Each became a new “circumcision,” a work added to faith. Catholicism is simply 
Acts 15 replayed: “Except ye receive the sacraments, ye cannot be saved.” 

3. Protestant Legalism 
Even after the Reformation, many Protestant churches slipped back into works-
righteousness, whether through state churches enforcing confirmation or modern 
groups teaching baptism as essential to salvation. 

4. Modern Cults 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, Mormons, Seventh Day Adventists—all in different ways revive 
the law, binding people to works for salvation or sanctification. 



5. Subtle Evangelical Legalism 
Even in Bible-believing churches, legalism sneaks in when believers measure 
spirituality by externals—dress codes, dietary rules, or man-made standards—
rather than faith in Christ. 

The seed planted in Acts has never stopped growing. 

 

Why Legalism Is So Dangerous 

Legalism appeals to human pride. It tells man, “You can do something to earn God’s favor.” 
It enslaves souls under fear and robs Christ of His glory. Paul warned in Galatians 5:4: 
“Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are 
fallen from grace.” 

Legalism also divides the body of Christ. In Acts 15, it threatened to split Jew and Gentile 
apart. Today it still causes endless denominational divisions. Worse, it damns souls who 
trust in their works instead of Christ. 

 

Paul’s Gospel: The Antidote to Legalism 

Against all this, Paul thundered the truth of grace. Consider these declarations: 

• “Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law.” 
(Romans 3:28) 

• “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of 
God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.” (Ephesians 2:8–9) 

• “If righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.” (Galatians 2:21) 

This is the heart of Paul’s ministry, and it is the line in the sand that separates the gospel of 
Christ from every false religion. 

 

Practical Application for Today 

1. Examine Your Foundation 
Are you trusting Christ alone, or subtly adding your works? Even Bible reading, 
prayer, and church attendance can be twisted into a ladder to climb to God. 



2. Defend the Gospel 
Just as Paul stood in Acts 15, we must defend salvation by grace alone against every 
system that adds works. 

3. Walk in Liberty, Not License 
Grace does not mean lawlessness. Paul taught we are free, but not free to sin. True 
liberty produces holiness born of love, not fear. 

4. Beware of “New Laws” 
In every age, Christians invent fresh circumcisions—rules not found in Scripture. Be 
vigilant against man-made additions to the gospel. 

 

Conclusion: The Old Law Revived 

The Book of Acts reveals the first great seed of error: legalism. Men rose up teaching that 
faith was not enough, that Moses must be added to Christ. Though the council at 
Jerusalem answered the question, the seed has never stopped growing. From Judaism to 
Catholicism to modern cults and legalistic denominations, the old law has been revived 
again and again. 

But the gospel Paul preached still stands: salvation by grace through faith, plus nothing 
and minus nothing. The cross of Christ is sufficient. The empty tomb is proof. The 
indwelling Spirit is the seal. 

The seed of error may sprout in every generation, but the incorruptible seed of the Word of 
God endures forever. 
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Introduction: The Ancient Temptation to Blend 

One of the most persistent errors in the history of religion is the blending of truth with 
paganism. When men are confronted with the gospel, instead of forsaking their idols, they 
often attempt to combine the new faith with their old practices. This is not new—it is as 
ancient as Israel’s golden calf, when the people proclaimed, “These be thy gods, O Israel, 
which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt” (Exodus 32:4). They were not rejecting 
Jehovah outright; they were mixing Him with the image of a calf. That same syncretism 



appears again in the Book of Acts, and its seed has borne poisonous fruit in countless 
religions and denominations since. 

In Acts 14:11–13, the men of Lystra hailed Paul and Barnabas as gods come down in the 
likeness of men, ready to offer sacrifice to them. In Acts 19:23–28, the worshippers of 
Diana in Ephesus rioted to defend their goddess against Paul’s preaching. Both incidents 
reveal humanity’s natural pull toward idolatry, even when confronted with the truth. These 
passages expose the seed of pagan blending—idolatry dressed up in new clothes—that 
would later manifest in religious systems mixing Christ with idols, saints, relics, images, 
and worldly customs. 

This essay will examine these accounts, trace the history of syncretism, and expose how 
the seed of pagan blending has grown into one of the most deceptive forms of religion in 
the world today. 

 

The Miracle at Lystra and the Pagan Response 

Acts 14 records Paul healing a man who was lame from his mother’s womb. The miracle 
was undeniable—the man leaped and walked. But instead of turning to the living God, the 
people of Lystra cried out: “The gods are come down to us in the likeness of men” (Acts 
14:11). They called Barnabas, Jupiter; Paul, Mercury; and the priest of Jupiter brought oxen 
and garlands to sacrifice. 

Notice what happened: a true miracle of God was hijacked by pagan interpretation. The 
people saw divine power, but instead of glorifying the Creator, they ascribed it to their false 
gods. This is the essence of pagan blending—taking the works of God and filtering them 
through the lens of idolatry. 

Paul and Barnabas reacted with grief, tearing their clothes and crying, “Sirs, why do ye 
these things? We also are men of like passions with you, and preach unto you that ye 
should turn from these vanities unto the living God” (Acts 14:15). Their message was clear: 
God does not want to be blended with your vanities. He demands repentance, not 
syncretism. 

 

The Riot in Ephesus: Diana Defended 

Later in Acts 19, Paul’s preaching in Ephesus stirred another response. The gospel was 
cutting into the profits of the silversmiths who made shrines for Diana, the goddess of the 
Ephesians. Demetrius gathered the craftsmen and declared, “This Paul hath persuaded 



and turned away much people, saying that they be no gods, which are made with hands” 
(Acts 19:26). 

Here was the crux: Paul’s gospel was bad for business because it struck at the heart of 
idolatry. For two hours the crowd shouted, “Great is Diana of the Ephesians!” (Acts 19:28). 
Their devotion was not to truth but to tradition, profit, and a goddess made with hands. 

This was not a blending attempt but an outright defense of pagan idolatry. Yet, as history 
shows, when outright paganism cannot stand against Christianity, it often survives by 
blending into it. Diana would later be given a new name, her temples rebranded, and her 
worship absorbed into forms of “Christian” tradition. 

 

Defining Pagan Blending 

Pagan blending is not paganism pure and simple, nor is it pure Christianity. It is the fusion 
of idolatry with elements of truth, resulting in a corrupted faith. It wears Christian clothes 
but bows to heathen gods. It takes the names of apostles, saints, or even Christ Himself, 
and attaches them to practices and images that are nothing but baptized paganism. 

This blending is worse than open paganism because it deceives under a cloak of truth. Paul 
warned of it in 2 Corinthians 11:4: “For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom 
we have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit… or another gospel, which ye have not 
accepted, ye might well bear with him.” 

 

Pagan Blending Through History 

1. The Roman Empire and Constantine 
When Constantine declared Christianity the favored religion of the empire, 
paganism did not die—it adapted. Pagan temples were renamed as churches. 
Pagan festivals were rededicated to Christian saints. Pagan gods were given new 
titles and absorbed into Christian vocabulary. The result was a blended religion, half 
Christian in name but wholly pagan in spirit. 

2. Mary as the New Diana 
The goddess Diana, worshipped as mother and protector, was replaced in popular 
devotion by Mary, exalted as “Queen of Heaven.” While Mary in Scripture is blessed 
among women, Rome elevated her into a mediatrix, the soft face of the goddess, 
continuing pagan devotion under Christian titles. 



3. Saints as Pagan Gods 
Pagan Rome had a god for every city, trade, and need. Roman Catholicism created 
saints for every city, trade, and need. Travelers prayed to St. Christopher, sailors to 
St. Nicholas, soldiers to St. George. It is paganism in Christian dress. 

4. Images and Relics 
The use of statues, relics, and holy objects mirrors the idolatry of Lystra and 
Ephesus. The miracle-working power of God is ascribed to pieces of bone, 
crucifixes, or icons. This is nothing but pagan blending. 

5. Festivals and Holy Days 
Pagan holidays were baptized and rebranded—Saturnalia became Christmas, 
Ishtar’s festival became Easter. Instead of purging paganism, Christianity too often 
blended with it. 

 

The Seed’s Fruit in Modern Religions 

The same seed seen in Acts has borne fruit in multiple systems: 

• Roman Catholicism – with its Marian devotion, saint worship, relics, and rituals. 

• Eastern Orthodoxy – with its icons and mystical veneration. 

• New Age Spirituality – blending Christian terminology with pagan meditation, 
astrology, and energy worship. 

• Prosperity and Charismatic Movements – where miracles are hijacked and 
interpreted through a pagan lens, much like Lystra. 

• Ecumenicalism – blending Christianity with Islam (“Chrislam”), Buddhism, and 
other world religions under the guise of unity. 

 

Why Pagan Blending Is So Dangerous 

Pagan blending is dangerous because it looks spiritual, even Christian, but it is rooted in 
idolatry. It deceives the ignorant and satisfies the flesh. It allows man to cling to his old 
gods while pretending to serve the new. 

Paul warned the Corinthians: “Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils: ye 
cannot be partakers of the Lord’s table, and of the table of devils” (1 Corinthians 10:21). 
Blending is impossible in God’s eyes; He demands separation. 



 

Paul’s Response: Turn From Vanities 

The antidote to pagan blending is the same in every age: preach repentance and faith in 
Christ alone. Paul did not tell the men of Lystra, “Keep your Jupiter and Mercury, but add 
Jesus.” He said, “Turn from these vanities unto the living God” (Acts 14:15). Likewise in 
Ephesus, he preached that gods made with hands are no gods at all. 

The true gospel does not blend with idols; it calls men to forsake them. Grace is not an 
addition to superstition; it is a replacement of it. 

 

Practical Application for Today 

1. Recognize Pagan Blending 
See through the veneer of religiosity. If a practice looks Christian but smells pagan, it 
probably is. 

2. Test All Practices by Scripture 
Measure every festival, image, and ritual by the Word of God. If it is not found in 
Scripture, beware. 

3. Refuse Ecumenical Compromise 
Do not join hands with systems that mix Christ with idols. Truth cannot fellowship 
with error. 

4. Preach Repentance, Not Blending 
Call men to forsake their idols and turn wholly to Christ. Anything less is 
compromise. 

 

Conclusion: Idolatry in New Clothes 

In Acts 14 and Acts 19, we see the seed of pagan blending—men taking the works of God 
and filtering them through paganism. Whether worshipping Paul as Mercury or defending 
Diana against Christ, the root is the same: idolatry in new clothes. 

That seed has grown through history into full-blown systems of religious syncretism, from 
Rome’s saint-worship to modern ecumenical movements. The danger is real and ongoing. 
But Paul’s gospel remains the antidote: “Turn from these vanities unto the living God, which 
made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all things that are therein” (Acts 14:15). 



Only when men forsake their idols and bow to Christ alone can they be truly free. Anything 
else—no matter how Christian it looks—is just paganism repackaged. 
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Introduction: The Clash of Wisdoms 

In every age, there is a battlefield between the wisdom of God and the wisdom of men. The 
Book of Acts captures this conflict vividly when Paul stands on Mars’ Hill in Athens and 
addresses the philosophers of his day. Stoics and Epicureans, the great thinkers of Greece, 
gathered to hear him. Their response exposes a seed of error that has grown into one of the 
most enduring enemies of the gospel: philosophical religion, the attempt to explain life, 
morality, and divinity by human wisdom apart from divine revelation. 

Acts 17:18–21 tells the story: “Then certain philosophers of the Epicureans, and of the 
Stoicks, encountered him. And some said, What will this babbler say? others some, He 
seemeth to be a setter forth of strange gods: because he preached unto them Jesus, and 
the resurrection.” These men prided themselves on intellect, rationalism, and speculation. 
They were curious, always seeking “some new thing” (v. 21), yet unwilling to humble 
themselves before the truth of the gospel. 

This passage reveals the seed of a system that would sprout into liberal theology, 
rationalism, deism, and ultimately the humanistic philosophies that dominate modern 
culture. In this essay, we will explore the philosophies Paul encountered, the nature of their 
error, their parallels in church history, and why the gospel still stands as God’s wisdom 
against all human attempts to explain Him. 

 

Athens: The Epicenter of Human Wisdom 

By the time Paul reached Athens, the city was past its political prime but remained the 
intellectual capital of the world. The schools of philosophy flourished, and the marketplace 
of ideas was bustling. Statues to gods filled the city, but it was not just idolatry—it was 
intellectual idolatry. Men worshipped their own ideas. 



Athens represents the epitome of man trying to climb to God with his mind rather than 
bowing to God in faith. And it is here that we first see the seed of philosophical religion in 
Acts. 

 

The Epicureans: Pleasure Without Purpose 

Epicureanism was founded by Epicurus (341–270 B.C.) and taught that the gods, if they 
existed, were distant and uninvolved. Life’s highest good was pleasure, defined as freedom 
from pain and disturbance. They were materialists, denying the immortality of the soul and 
the reality of judgment. Death was simply the end. 

When Epicureans heard Paul preach the resurrection, they scoffed. Resurrection implied 
accountability, judgment, and the continuation of life after death—all ideas that undercut 
their philosophy. Their religion was one of practical atheism—live for today, seek comfort, 
avoid pain. 

This seed has grown into modern secular humanism and hedonism. “Eat, drink, and be 
merry, for tomorrow we die” is not just an ancient philosophy—it is the heartbeat of much 
of modern Western culture. 

 

The Stoics: Morality Without Grace 

The Stoics, founded by Zeno of Citium (c. 300 B.C.), were the opposite extreme. They 
believed in a divine principle pervading the universe, a kind of pantheistic reason called the 
logos. Virtue was the highest good, achieved by living in harmony with nature and reason. 
They emphasized self-discipline, duty, and endurance. 

On the surface, Stoicism looks noble. But it was a religion of pride—man saving himself by 
sheer force of will, without grace, without a Savior. When they heard Paul preach Jesus and 
the resurrection, they dismissed it as foolishness. Why need a Savior if man can master 
himself? 

This seed has grown into moralistic religion, liberal theology, and “Christian deism”—where 
God is reduced to a moral principle, Christ is seen as merely a good teacher, and salvation 
is a matter of ethics rather than the cross. 

 

The Seed in Acts: Philosophy vs. Gospel 



When Paul stood before the philosophers, he represented the wisdom of God in Christ. 
They represented the wisdom of the world. The clash is summarized in 1 Corinthians 1:22–
23: “For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: But we preach Christ 
crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness.” 

The Greeks sought wisdom, but when wisdom came in the form of the cross, they rejected 
it. Human wisdom could not grasp divine revelation. This is the essence of philosophical 
religion—it exalts reason above revelation, intellect above faith, man above God. 

 

How Philosophical Religion Grew in History 

1. Early Church Battles 
The Church Fathers contended with Gnosticism, which combined Greek philosophy 
with Christian terms. Gnostics despised the material world and exalted secret 
knowledge. This was philosophy blending with Christianity, corrupting the gospel. 

2. Medieval Scholasticism 
Thinkers like Thomas Aquinas sought to reconcile Aristotle with Christianity. While 
some of their work defended truth, the emphasis on rational proof over revelation 
sowed seeds of rationalism. 

3. The Enlightenment 
During the 17th–18th centuries, human reason was exalted above Scripture. Deism 
emerged, portraying God as a distant clockmaker. Miracles, revelation, and the 
resurrection were dismissed as irrational. 

4. Liberal Theology 
In the 19th–20th centuries, theological liberalism denied the inspiration of Scripture, 
the virgin birth, the miracles of Christ, and even the resurrection. They preached a 
“Christianity” of morals without the cross—Stoicism in church clothes. 

5. Modern Secularism 
Today, philosophical religion survives in atheism, agnosticism, scientism, and even 
in churches that preach social reform instead of the gospel. The Stoics and 
Epicureans still live—only under new names. 

 

Why Human Wisdom Fails 



Philosophical religion fails because it starts from man and tries to reach God, while the 
gospel starts from God and reaches man. Human wisdom cannot deal with sin, cannot 
explain the cross, and cannot conquer death. 

• Epicureanism fails because pleasure cannot satisfy the soul and death is not the 
end. 

• Stoicism fails because man cannot save himself by discipline—his heart is sinful. 

• Modern humanism fails because morality without Christ is still rebellion against 
God. 

Paul’s sermon in Athens exposes these failures. He declared God as Creator (against 
Epicurean materialism), Lord of history (against Stoic fatalism), Judge of all (against human 
pride), and Christ as the rien Savior (against all unbelief). 

 

Paul’s Gospel: God’s Wisdom Revealed 

Paul did not argue philosophy with philosophers. He preached Christ. He declared the God 
they ignorantly worshipped as unknown (Acts 17:23). He proclaimed Him as Creator, Giver 
of life, Lord of nations, and Judge of the world. He climaxed with the resurrection: “He hath 
appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he 
hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him 
from the dead” (Acts 17:31). 

The resurrection is the ultimate refutation of philosophical religion. It proves life beyond 
death, judgment beyond reason, and salvation beyond human achievement. 

 

Practical Application for Today 

1. Don’t Be Intimidated by Human Wisdom 
Just as Paul faced philosophers, we face scientists, skeptics, and intellectuals who 
mock the gospel. But the power is not in our arguments—it is in the Word of God. 

2. Recognize Philosophical Religion in Churches 
Beware of sermons that reduce Jesus to a moral teacher, Scripture to literature, and 
faith to ethics. That is Stoicism in disguise. 

3. Hold Fast to the Supernatural Gospel 
The virgin birth, miracles, cross, and resurrection are not optional—they are the 
heart of the gospel. Remove them and you have philosophy, not Christianity. 



4. Preach Christ, Not Speculation 
Paul did not waste time in endless debate. He preached Christ crucified and risen. 
That remains our mission. 

 

Conclusion: The Gospel vs. Human Wisdom 

In Acts 17, the seed of philosophical religion appears as Stoics and Epicureans encounter 
Paul. They represent two sides of the same error: life without God (Epicureans) and 
morality without grace (Stoics). That seed has grown into rationalism, deism, liberal 
theology, and secular humanism. 

But the gospel stands above all human wisdom. Christ crucified and risen is the wisdom of 
God and the power of God. While philosophers seek new theories and men worship their 
intellect, the cross remains the only answer to sin, death, and eternity. 

As Paul wrote, “Hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? … But we preach 
Christ crucified… Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God” (1 Corinthians 1:20–
24). The seed of philosophical religion continues to grow, but the incorruptible seed of the 
gospel endures forever. 
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Introduction: When Power Replaces Truth 

Every age of Church history has been plagued by those who see religion not as a revelation 
of God’s grace but as a system of power to be manipulated. In Acts 8:9–24, we meet Simon 
the sorcerer—a man who astonished the people of Samaria with his magic, then professed 
belief when Philip preached the gospel. Yet when he saw the apostles lay hands on 
believers and the Holy Ghost was given, he offered money, saying, “Give me also this 
power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost” (Acts 8:19). 

This account exposes the seed of mysticism—a distortion of the spiritual realm where the 
gifts and presence of God are treated as commodities to be bought, sold, or manipulated. 
Mysticism is not simply reverence for the mysterious; it is the corruption of spiritual truth 
by superstition, occultism, or carnal desire for power. Simon’s sin foreshadows the rise of 



prosperity preaching, charismatic excess, occult practices, and every form of “spirit for 
sale” religion that cheapens the grace of God. 

In this essay, we will explore the story of Simon the sorcerer, define the nature of 
mysticism, trace its development through church history, and expose how it continues 
today. Finally, we will see why Paul’s gospel of grace remains the only antidote to this 
perennial error. 

 

Simon the Sorcerer: A Portrait of False Spirituality 

Acts 8 introduces Simon as “a certain man, which beforetime in the same city used 
sorcery, and bewitched the people of Samaria, giving out that himself was some great one” 
(v. 9). 

Several things stand out: 

1. Self-exaltation – Simon “gave out that himself was some great one.” His spirituality 
was centered on himself, not God. 

2. Deception – He “bewitched the people,” astonishing them with magic. His power 
was not divine but counterfeit. 

3. Popularity – The people said, “This man is the great power of God” (v. 10). 
Mysticism thrives on public awe and spectacle. 

When Philip preached Christ, Simon believed and was baptized (v. 13). Yet his faith was 
shallow. He followed Philip not out of love for truth but fascination with power. When he 
saw the apostles bestowing the Holy Ghost, his true heart was revealed. 

Peter’s rebuke is sharp: “Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought that the 
gift of God may be purchased with money. Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for 
thy heart is not right in the sight of God” (vv. 20–21). He called Simon to repentance, 
warning him that he was “in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity” (v. 23). 

This account shows us the essence of mystical error: using God’s gifts for personal gain, 
power, or manipulation, rather than humbly receiving His grace. 

 

What Is Mysticism? 

Mysticism in its biblical sense is not simply awe at the mysteries of God. It is the 
perversion of the spiritual realm into a system of manipulation. 



Mysticism can take many forms: 

• Occult mysticism – magic, divination, sorcery, necromancy. 

• Religious mysticism – rituals, visions, and experiences pursued apart from truth. 

• Commercial mysticism – selling access to spiritual power, indulgences, or 
blessings. 

• Charismatic mysticism – exaggeration of spiritual gifts into spectacles, often for 
money. 

The core of mysticism is the same as Simon’s error: treating the Spirit of God as a force to 
be harnessed rather than a Person to be worshipped. 

 

The Seed in Acts: The Spirit for Sale 

Simon’s attempt to buy the Holy Spirit is the seed of countless errors that followed. From 
medieval indulgences to modern televangelists promising miracles for donations, the idea 
that God’s blessings can be purchased or manipulated has plagued Christianity. 

This seed of mysticism grows wherever men desire power more than truth, spectacle more 
than substance, or profit more than purity. 

 

Mysticism in Church History 

1. Early Gnosticism 
Gnostic sects claimed secret knowledge, mystical rites, and spiritual power 
available only to the initiated. They were the spiritual heirs of Simon, offering access 
to God through esoteric practices. 

2. Pagan Infiltration 
As Christianity spread through the Roman Empire, pagan practices of incantations, 
charms, and rituals crept into the Church. Saints were invoked like gods, relics were 
said to carry power, and mysticism flourished under Christian names. 

3. Medieval Indulgences and Relics 
The Catholic Church turned grace into merchandise. Indulgences promised the 
release of souls from purgatory for money. Relics were sold as sources of blessing. 
Pilgrimages became magical journeys. This was Simon’s sin institutionalized. 



4. Mystical Movements 
Mystics like Meister Eckhart and Teresa of Avila emphasized visions and ecstatic 
experiences. While some sought genuine devotion, their writings often blurred the 
line between biblical spirituality and subjective mysticism. 

5. The Reformation Reaction 
Reformers like Luther and Calvin denounced mysticism, declaring that salvation 
was not for sale and that the Spirit could not be manipulated. Yet mysticism re-
emerged in new forms. 

6. Charismatic and Prosperity Movements 
In modern times, the “health and wealth” gospel, televangelism, and extreme 
charismatic practices mirror Simon’s sin. Promises of miracles, healing, and 
tongues are often tied to “sowing a seed” of money. The Spirit is commercialized. 

 

Why Mysticism Appeals to the Flesh 

Mysticism thrives because it appeals to man’s deepest fleshly desires: 

• The desire for power – Simon wanted to be seen as “some great one.” Mysticism 
makes man the center. 

• The desire for profit – From Demetrius selling shrines in Acts 19 to modern 
televangelists selling “miracle spring water,” mysticism is lucrative. 

• The desire for spectacle – People love signs, wonders, and experiences. Mysticism 
feeds the craving for excitement. 

• The desire for shortcuts – Mysticism offers easy access to God through rituals, 
payments, or ecstatic states, bypassing repentance and faith. 

 

The Gospel vs. Mysticism 

Mysticism says: “Spiritual power can be bought, earned, or manipulated.” 
The gospel says: “The Spirit is God’s gift, given freely by grace through faith.” 

Mysticism seeks experiences. The gospel offers eternal life. 
Mysticism seeks control. The gospel demands surrender. 
Mysticism exalts man. The gospel glorifies Christ. 



Peter’s rebuke to Simon is timeless: “Thy money perish with thee.” The Spirit is not for sale. 
The gifts of God cannot be bought. Salvation is not a transaction but a transformation. 

 

Modern Examples of Mysticism 

1. Prosperity Preachers – promising healing or blessing in exchange for donations. 

2. Charismatic Extremes – selling “anointed oil,” “holy water,” or prayer cloths. 

3. Occult Practices in Churches – blending astrology, meditation, or visualization 
with Christian language. 

4. New Age Mysticism – using Christ’s name while promoting crystals, energy fields, 
and spiritual guides. 

5. Roman Catholic Ritualism – the sale of indulgences may have been stopped, but 
the veneration of relics, statues, and icons remains a form of mysticism. 

Each of these is the seed of Acts 8 sprouting in different soils. 

 

Practical Application for Believers 

1. Test the Spirits 
1 John 4:1 commands us to “try the spirits whether they are of God.” Not every 
supernatural claim is from the Holy Spirit. 

2. Value Truth Above Power 
Signs and wonders without truth are worthless. The gospel of Christ crucified and 
risen is greater than any spectacle. 

3. Guard Against Commercialization 
Whenever spiritual things are tied to money, beware. The gospel is free. 

4. Seek the Spirit, Not Experiences 
The Holy Ghost is not an experience to chase but a Person to submit to. His fruit—
love, joy, peace, holiness—is greater than any ecstatic display. 

 

Paul’s Gospel as the Antidote 



Paul’s message of grace by faith dismantles mysticism. In Galatians 3:2 he asked, 
“Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?” The answer is 
clear: the Spirit comes not by payment, ritual, or manipulation, but by faith in Christ. 

Ephesians 1:13 teaches that believers are sealed with the Holy Spirit when they believe the 
gospel. The Spirit is not earned, bought, or conjured—He is given. 

Conclusion: The Spirit Cannot Be Bought 

The story of Simon the sorcerer in Acts 8 reveals the seed of mysticism—the spirit for sale. 
From Gnostic sects to Catholic indulgences, from relics to prosperity preaching, this seed 
has sprouted again and again. 

But the gospel stands uncorrupted: the Spirit is God’s free gift to all who believe in Christ. 
He is not for sale. He is not a force to be manipulated but the very presence of God dwelling 
in His people. 

Peter’s words still echo: “Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps 
the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee” (Acts 8:22). That is the only answer to 
mysticism—repentance and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Mysticism exalts man’s power. The gospel exalts Christ’s cross. One leads to bondage; the 
other to freedom. One is corruption; the other incorruption. One is Simon’s sin; the other is 
Paul’s gospel. 

 

 

5 of 15: Acts and the Seeds of Error – Sectarianism: Half Truths Without the Spirit 

 

Introduction: The Danger of Stopping Short 

The Book of Acts is often described as a book of beginnings, but it is also a book of 
incompleteness—of people who heard part of the truth but failed to embrace its fullness. 
Nowhere is this clearer than in Acts 19:1–7, where Paul encounters disciples of John the 
Baptist in Ephesus. They were sincere, devout, and even called “disciples.” Yet something 
was missing. They had received John’s baptism of repentance but had not received the 
Holy Ghost because they had not yet believed on Christ crucified and risen. 

This passage reveals a seed of error that continues to flourish: sectarianism—the creation 
of groups that cling to half-truths, stopping short of the full gospel, and elevating their 



partial understanding into an identity. These groups are not fully pagan, nor fully Christian. 
They hover in the middle, satisfied with fragments, yet without the Spirit of God. 

Sectarianism is not merely denominational diversity—it is the birth of sects that define 
themselves by what they lack as much as what they possess. The disciples in Acts 19 
represent the beginning of countless movements that cling to an incomplete gospel: they 
may have baptism, repentance, or moral rigor, but they lack the Spirit and the liberty of 
grace. 

 

The Encounter in Acts 19:1–7 

Luke records: 

“And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through the 
upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples, He said unto them, Have ye 
received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much 
as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye 
baptized? And they said, Unto John’s baptism. Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the 
baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which 
should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. When they heard this, they were baptized in 
the name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost 
came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied. And all the men were about 
twelve.” 

Here are twelve men—disciples, but disciples of John, not yet disciples of Jesus. They had 
repented but had not received redemption. They had been washed in water but not sealed 
by the Spirit. They had a half-truth, but a half-truth without the Spirit is a whole error. 

 

The Nature of Sectarianism 

Sectarianism begins when men cling to a fragment of revelation and build their identity 
around it. It is truth frozen in transition. The disciples of John had once been on the right 
path—John’s baptism was ordained of God to prepare for Christ. But when Christ came, 
their failure to move forward became error. 

Sectarianism has several traits: 

1. Attachment to a Person Rather than Christ – They were loyal to John, not yet to 
Jesus. Many sects begin by exalting a leader above the Lord. 



2. Incompleteness of Doctrine – They had repentance without regeneration, baptism 
without Spirit baptism. 

3. Ignorance of the Spirit – They confessed, “We have not so much as heard whether 
there be any Holy Ghost.” Sectarianism thrives on ignorance of the Spirit’s 
indwelling. 

4. Identity in Distinction – They were content to remain “disciples of John,” separate 
from the fullness in Christ. 

 

Sectarianism in Acts: Seeds of Division 

The disciples of John in Acts 19 are not the only example. Throughout Acts, we see 
glimpses of sectarian tendencies: 

• The circumcision party in Acts 15, clinging to the Law. 

• The Judaizers in Acts 21, zealous for Moses more than Christ. 

• The philosophical Greeks in Acts 17, preferring wisdom to revelation. 

• The disciples of Apollos (Acts 18), who had fervor but incomplete doctrine until 
corrected by Priscilla and Aquila. 

All of these foreshadow the sects that would later emerge: groups clinging to a partial truth 
while missing the fullness of the gospel. 

 

Sectarianism Through Church History 

1. The Montanists (2nd Century) 

Montanus claimed to bring new prophecies, and his followers exalted asceticism and 
visions. They were zealous but built around half-truths. 

2. Donatists (4th Century) 

The Donatists insisted on the purity of ministers and rebaptized believers baptized by 
“unworthy” priests. They elevated a fragment of truth—holiness—into a sectarian barrier, 
excluding those who disagreed. 

3. Medieval Sects 



Groups like the Cathars and Waldensians sought reform but often stopped short of the 
gospel, mixing Scripture with ascetic extremes or mystical visions. 

4. Radical Reformation Sects 

In the 16th century, some Anabaptist groups fell into fanaticism, exalting leaders as 
prophets and building identity on separation rather than the gospel. 

5. Modern Sects 

Jehovah’s Witnesses, Mormons, and fringe holiness groups each exemplify sectarianism: a 
mixture of partial truth with glaring error. 

 

Sectarianism in Denominationalism 

We must distinguish between denominations and sects. Denominations can differ in 
practice or emphasis while still affirming the core gospel. Sects, however, define 
themselves by rejecting the fullness of salvation in Christ. They may hold to baptism, gifts, 
holiness, or prophecy, but without the Spirit, they remain incomplete. 

The danger of sectarianism is not simply diversity—it is distortion. It is elevating a part 
above the whole, a man above Christ, or a tradition above Scripture. 

 

Half-Truths Without the Spirit 

The disciples of John illustrate the emptiness of half-truths: 

• Repentance Without Redemption – They had turned from sin but not yet received 
forgiveness in Christ. 

• Water Without the Spirit – They had external baptism but not internal regeneration. 

• Discipleship Without Christ – They were called disciples but were not yet disciples 
of Jesus. 

This is the essence of sectarianism: stopping short of salvation, building a movement 
around incompleteness, and mistaking partial truth for the whole. 

 

Why Sectarianism Persists 



1. Human Loyalty – People cling to leaders, traditions, or experiences rather than 
Christ. 

2. Pride of Distinction – Being “different” becomes a badge of honor. 

3. Fear of Change – Moving forward with truth often requires leaving behind cherished 
identities. 

4. Satanic Strategy – The enemy delights in fragmenting truth and dividing believers. 

 

Modern Parallels to Acts 19 

Today we see countless groups that mirror the disciples of John: 

• Baptismal Regeneration Sects – Elevating water baptism above faith in Christ. 

• Holiness Movements Without Grace – Preaching separation and moral reform 
without the Spirit’s power. 

• Charismatic Offshoots – Chasing signs and gifts while neglecting the gospel itself. 

• Pseudo-Christian Cults – Using biblical language but denying the fullness of 
Christ’s deity and salvation. 

These are modern disciples of John—sincere, zealous, but incomplete. 

 

Paul’s Response: Preach Christ 

Paul’s response in Acts 19 is instructive. He did not dismiss the disciples’ sincerity but 
pointed them to Christ: “John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying… that 
they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus” (v. 4). 

When they believed, they were baptized in Christ’s name and received the Spirit. The 
answer to sectarianism is not argument but the full gospel of Christ crucified, risen, and 
present by His Spirit. 

 

The Spirit: The Difference Maker 

The central issue in Acts 19 was the absence of the Holy Ghost. Sectarianism always lacks 
the Spirit. Paul asks: “Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed?” That question 
still exposes sects today. 



Where the Spirit is absent, religion becomes ritual. Where the Spirit is absent, doctrine 
becomes division. Where the Spirit is absent, discipleship becomes dead. The Spirit is the 
difference between half-truth and whole salvation. 

 

Application for Today 

1. Examine Your Foundation – Are you resting in Christ or clinging to a fragment of 
truth? 

2. Discern the Spirit’s Presence – Is the Spirit evident in teaching, fruit, and life, or is 
it only external form? 

3. Avoid Sectarian Pride – Don’t define yourself by what you are against. Define 
yourself by Christ. 

4. Preach the Whole Gospel – Do not stop at repentance or ritual. Point people to 
Christ and the Spirit. 

 

Conclusion: Half Truths Are Whole Errors 

The disciples of John in Acts 19 remind us that sincerity without the Spirit is still 
insufficiency. They had repentance without redemption, baptism without the Spirit, 
discipleship without Christ. They are the seed of sectarianism: half-truths elevated into 
identity, movements built on incompleteness. 

From Montanists to modern cults, sectarianism has plagued the Church. But Paul’s 
question still echoes: “Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed?” Only in Christ, 
by faith, sealed by the Spirit, is there true salvation. 

Sectarianism exalts men, fragments truth, and quenches the Spirit. But the gospel of grace 
exalts Christ, fulfills truth, and fills believers with the Spirit. Half-truths without the Spirit 
may form sects, but only the full gospel forms the Church. 

 

 

6 of 15: Acts and the Seeds of Error – Nationalism: Earthly Kingdom Dreams 

 

Introduction: The Desire for a Kingdom Now 



From the moment Christ ascended, His disciples struggled to reconcile their expectations 
with His mission. In Acts 1:6, they asked, “Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the 
kingdom to Israel?” Their minds were fixed on an earthly, national kingdom—freedom from 
Rome, political power, and visible glory. Jesus redirected them, saying the times and 
seasons were in the Father’s hand, and their task was not dominion but witness. 

Later, in Acts 21:28–30, Jewish opponents accused Paul of speaking against the people, 
the law, and the temple, sparking a riot. Their zeal for nation and temple eclipsed their 
openness to the gospel. These two moments expose the seed of nationalism—the dream 
of an earthly kingdom wrapped in religious zeal. 

This error has resurfaced in countless forms: from medieval crusades to papal empires, 
from dominion theology to modern political Christianity. Nationalism is the blending of 
God’s kingdom with man’s politics, confusing the mission of the Church with the ambitions 
of nations. It is a seed of error that distracts from the gospel, divides the body, and distorts 
God’s eternal plan. 

 

The Disciples’ Question in Acts 1:6 

The disciples had spent forty days with the risen Christ, hearing Him speak of the kingdom 
of God. Yet their burning question revealed their expectation: “Wilt thou at this time restore 
again the kingdom to Israel?” They wanted national restoration, political sovereignty, and 
visible rule. 

Christ’s answer is striking: “It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the 
Father hath put in his own power. But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is 
come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses…” (Acts 1:7–8). 

Jesus redirected them from political speculation to spiritual mission. Their hope of an 
earthly kingdom was real—it will come in the millennial reign—but not now. The seed of 
error is trying to seize in the present what God has reserved for the future. 

 

The Riot in Acts 21:28–30 

Years later, Paul returned to Jerusalem. Jews stirred up the city, crying: “Men of Israel, help: 
This is the man, that teacheth all men every where against the people, and the law, and this 
place…” (Acts 21:28). They dragged him out of the temple, nearly killing him. 

Their zeal was not for God’s truth but for national identity—“the people,” “the law,” “this 
place.” They saw Paul’s gospel as a threat to Jewish nationalism. Here nationalism 



hardened into violence, showing its true danger: when earthly kingdom dreams replace 
heavenly truth, persecution follows. 

 

What Is Nationalism in Religious Garb? 

Nationalism is not mere patriotism. Patriotism is natural affection for one’s country. 
Nationalism in religious garb is something different: 

• It confuses the kingdom of God with earthly kingdoms. 

• It makes political identity part of religious identity. 

• It weaponizes religion to advance national or political goals. 

• It resists the gospel when it threatens national pride. 

In Acts, nationalism centered on Israel’s restoration. In later history, it has centered on 
Christendom, papal empires, Islamic caliphates, or Christian nations. In every case, it 
distracts from Christ’s heavenly mission and misdirects His people toward earthly 
ambitions. 

 

The Seed Through History 

1. The Roman Empire and the State Church 

When Constantine merged Christianity with Rome, the Church became wedded to the 
state. Christianity became an instrument of empire. The seed of nationalism sprouted into 
a political religion, blurring the line between Caesar and Christ. 

2. The Crusades 

In the Middle Ages, nationalism and religion fused in the crusading spirit. Men marched to 
war under the banner of the cross, seeking earthly dominion over the Holy Land. It was Acts 
1:6 repeated: seeking restoration of a kingdom by force before its time. 

3. Papal Empires 

The medieval papacy claimed both spiritual and temporal power, crowning kings and ruling 
territories. The Church became a kingdom of this world, a distortion of Christ’s mission. 

4. Reformation Wars 



Even after reform, nationalism drove religious wars—Protestant vs. Catholic, nation vs. 
nation. Faith became tied to state identity, not personal salvation. 

5. Colonialism and Mission 

European powers often merged missions with empire, confusing the gospel with conquest. 
Christianity was packaged with cultural dominance, undermining the message of grace. 

6. Modern Dominionism 

Today, movements like dominion theology and Christian nationalism seek to establish 
political kingdoms in Christ’s name. They repeat the disciples’ question—“Is it time 
now?”—but ignore Christ’s answer. 

 

Why Nationalism Is So Dangerous 

1. It Distracts from the Gospel 
When Christians focus on politics more than preaching, the mission of Acts 1:8 is 
lost. The Great Commission becomes a secondary cause. 

2. It Divides Believers 
Nationalism pits Christians of different nations against each other. Yet in Christ, 
there is “neither Jew nor Greek.” 

3. It Distorts God’s Kingdom 
God’s kingdom is not of this world (John 18:36). Nationalism makes it of this world, 
corrupting its nature. 

4. It Fuels Persecution 
Nationalistic zeal led Jews to attack Paul. Later, it led Catholics to kill Protestants, 
Protestants to persecute dissenters, and nations to wage holy wars. 

5. It Exalts Man Above Christ 
Nationalism worships the nation, the law, the temple, or the state—idols that rival 
God. 

 

Paul’s Gospel vs. Nationalism 

Paul’s message always lifted believers above earthly kingdoms into the heavenly. He wrote: 

• “For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour” 
(Philippians 3:20). 



• “There is neither Jew nor Greek… for ye are all one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28). 

• “Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth” (Colossians 3:2). 

Where nationalism binds believers to earthly dreams, Paul pointed them to heavenly hope. 

 

Nationalism’s Modern Faces 

1. Christian Nationalism – tying faith to political identity, often more zealous for a 
nation’s constitution than Christ’s gospel. 

2. Dominion Theology – teaching that the Church must take political control to bring 
in the kingdom. 

3. Prosperity Nationalism – preaching national blessing as a gospel substitute. 

4. Cultural Christianity – reducing faith to heritage, tradition, and patriotism. 

5. Political Messianism – elevating leaders as saviors of the nation, echoing Israel’s 
desire for a king. 

Each of these repeats the error of Acts 1:6 and Acts 21:28—seeking earthly kingdoms and 
rejecting the heavenly mission. 

 

The True Kingdom: Already and Not Yet 

Christ’s kingdom is both present and future. It is present spiritually—reigning in the hearts 
of believers through the Spirit. It is future physically—when Christ returns to reign in 
Jerusalem for a thousand years. Nationalism errs by collapsing the timeline, seeking the 
future kingdom now, through human means. 

Jesus told Pilate, “My kingdom is not of this world” (John 18:36). He told His disciples, “The 
kingdom of God is within you” (Luke 17:21). The final restoration will come—but in God’s 
time, not man’s. 

 

Practical Application 

1. Be Grateful, Not Idolatrous 
Love your nation, pray for leaders, but don’t worship the flag more than the cross. 



2. Preach the Gospel First 
Political reform may help society, but only the gospel saves souls. The mission of 
Acts 1:8 must not be eclipsed. 

3. Reject Dominionism 
We are witnesses, not rulers. The kingdom will come, but not through political 
maneuvering. 

4. Embrace Global Unity in Christ 
Remember that the Church is bigger than any nation. Believers worldwide are your 
brothers and sisters. 

5. Set Your Hope Above 
Keep your eyes on the blessed hope, not earthly power. 

 

Conclusion: Earthly Kingdom Dreams vs. Heavenly Mission 

The disciples in Acts 1 dreamed of an earthly kingdom restored to Israel. The Jews in Acts 
21 rioted to defend their national pride. These are the seeds of nationalism: earthly 
kingdom dreams that distort God’s plan. 

Through history, nationalism has produced crusades, papal empires, religious wars, 
dominion theology, and modern political Christianity. Each repeats the same error: 
confusing the heavenly mission of the Church with the earthly ambitions of nations. 

But Paul’s gospel lifts us higher. Our citizenship is in heaven. Our mission is witness. Our 
hope is Christ’s return. The true kingdom will come, but it will not be built by human 
politics—it will be established by the King of kings when He returns in glory. 

Until then, the Church must resist the seduction of earthly kingdom dreams and remain 
faithful to the heavenly vision: “Ye shall be witnesses unto me… unto the uttermost part of 
the earth” (Acts 1:8). 

 

 

7 of 15: Acts and the Seeds of Error – Religious Violence: Persecution in God’s Name 

 

Introduction: When Zeal Becomes Bloodshed 



Few errors are more shocking than violence committed in the name of God. History is 
soaked with the blood of martyrs, and much of that blood was spilled not by atheists or 
pagans, but by religious people who thought they were serving God. The Book of Acts 
shows us the beginnings of this pattern. In Acts 7:54–60, Stephen, the Spirit-filled deacon, 
is stoned to death by religious leaders enraged at his testimony of Christ. In Acts 23:12–13, 
more than forty Jews bind themselves under a curse, vowing not to eat or drink until they 
have killed Paul. 

These moments are not accidents of history. They are seeds. They preview the religious 
violence that has scarred the centuries: the Crusades, Islamic jihads, Catholic 
inquisitions, and cultic oppression. The seed is the same: zeal divorced from truth, religion 
without regeneration, and the belief that serving God means silencing His messengers. 

This essay will examine the biblical roots of religious violence, trace its historical growth, 
and show how it manifests today. More importantly, we will see how Paul’s gospel of grace 
stands as God’s eternal answer to the bloodlust of false religion. 

 

Stephen’s Martyrdom: Rage Against the Truth 

Acts 7 records Stephen’s sermon before the Sanhedrin, tracing Israel’s history of rejecting 
God’s messengers. He declared, “Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye 
do always resist the Holy Ghost” (v. 51). He accused them of betraying and murdering the 
Just One, Jesus Christ. 

Their response was fury. “When they heard these things, they were cut to the heart, and 
they gnashed on him with their teeth” (v. 54). They dragged him out and stoned him. As he 
died, Stephen prayed, “Lord, lay not this sin to their charge” (v. 60). 

This is religious violence in seed form. It was not pagans who killed Stephen. It was devout 
Jews, zealous for the law, convinced they were defending God’s honor. Their zeal blinded 
them to the truth and drove them to murder. 

 

The Plot Against Paul: Violence by Oath 

Later, in Acts 23:12–13, we read: “And when it was day, certain of the Jews banded together, 
and bound themselves under a curse, saying that they would neither eat nor drink till they 
had killed Paul. And they were more than forty which had made this conspiracy.” 

Here we see another dimension of religious violence: organized conspiracy. These men 
were not acting in the heat of rage like Stephen’s murderers; they were deliberate, 



calculated, and willing to starve themselves in their zeal. They treated assassination as 
devotion. 

This again shows the seed of a pattern: when religion becomes nationalism, when law 
becomes an idol, when zeal is unhinged from truth, violence follows. 

 

Why Religious Violence Happens 

Religious violence arises from several interconnected errors: 

1. Zeal Without Knowledge – Paul himself confessed: “I bear them record that they 
have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge” (Romans 10:2). Zeal without 
the Spirit produces fanaticism. 

2. Tradition Over Truth – Stephen’s accusers defended the temple and the law more 
than God’s Word. When tradition becomes an idol, truth becomes the enemy. 

3. Pride of Power – Religious elites feared losing influence. Killing dissenters preserves 
their control. 

4. Satanic Influence – Behind the scenes, the devil drives persecution. Jesus said, 
“Whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service” (John 16:2). 

 

Seeds That Grew Into Historical Atrocities 

1. The Crusades (11th–13th centuries) 

What began as a call to defend pilgrims and reclaim Jerusalem spiraled into bloodshed. 
Men marched under the cross, convinced they were fighting for Christ, yet they massacred 
Muslims, Jews, and even other Christians. The seed of Acts 23—religious zeal 
weaponized—sprouted into crusading armies. 

2. Islamic Jihads 

From the 7th century onward, Islam spread not only by preaching but by the sword. The 
Quranic command to fight “infidels” created a culture where violence was a form of 
devotion. Like Stephen’s stoners, Muslims believed killing dissenters honored God. 

3. The Inquisition 

In medieval Europe, the Catholic Church established tribunals to root out heresy. 
Countless believers who clung to Scripture were tortured, imprisoned, or burned alive. This 



was Acts 7 institutionalized—stoning Stephen over and over in the name of Christ, though 
He was absent from it. 

4. Religious Wars of Europe 

The 16th and 17th centuries saw Protestants and Catholics wage war, each side convinced 
God was with them. Once again, zeal and violence replaced the gospel. 

5. Cult Oppression 

From Jonestown to modern authoritarian cults, leaders use religion to justify control, 
abuse, and sometimes mass death. The spirit of Acts 23—conspiratorial violence cloaked 
in devotion—still lives. 

 

The Psychology of Religious Violence 

Why do people kill in God’s name? Several factors converge: 

• Identity Fusion – Religion becomes inseparable from personal and cultural identity. 
An attack on belief feels like an attack on existence. 

• Fear of Change – Stephen threatened the temple system; Paul threatened Jewish 
nationalism. Change provokes violence. 

• Manipulation by Leaders – Priests, popes, imams, or cult leaders stir the masses to 
violence for their own power. 

• False Assurance – Many believe violence earns favor with God, a deadly deception. 

 

The Contrast: Martyrdom vs. Murder 

Acts presents two paths: the persecutors and the persecuted. Stephen dies with his face 
shining, praying for his killers. Paul suffers beatings, stonings, and plots, yet preaches 
grace. Religious zeal kills, but Spirit-filled faith forgives. This contrast shows us that true 
Christianity is never the hand that throws the stone—it is the heart that prays while being 
stoned. 

 

Paul’s Transformation: From Persecutor to Preacher 



Paul himself was once part of the violence. He stood at Stephen’s stoning, consenting to 
his death (Acts 8:1). He dragged Christians to prison, breathing threats and slaughter (Acts 
9:1). Yet Christ transformed him into an apostle of grace. 

This is crucial: the gospel turns persecutors into preachers. Paul is proof that even the seed 
of religious violence can be uprooted by Christ. His life is the antidote to the very error he 
once embodied. 

 

Why Religious Violence Is So Damaging 

1. It Destroys Witness – When people see religion as violent, they reject the gospel 
itself. 

2. It Divides Humanity – Violence in God’s name deepens enmity between peoples. 

3. It Corrupts Religion – Violence replaces worship, turning faith into bloodshed. 

4. It Mocks Christ – Jesus came not to kill but to save. Violence in His name is 
blasphemy. 

 

Religious Violence in Modern Times 

The seed still sprouts: 

• Islamic Extremism – Jihadist terrorism, martyrdom bombings, and religious wars 
continue. 

• Christian Extremism – Isolated groups preach violence as defense of “Christian 
America,” echoing nationalism and crusading zeal. 

• Hindu and Buddhist Violence – In India and Myanmar, mobs attack Christians 
under religious fervor. 

• Cult Deaths – Jim Jones, Heaven’s Gate, and other cults show how leaders 
weaponize belief. 

• Persecution of Christians – In many countries, believers still face imprisonment 
and death at the hands of religious majorities. 

Acts’ story is alive today: Stephens are still stoned, Pauls are still hunted, and zeal without 
truth still kills. 

 



God’s Answer: The Cross, Not the Sword 

The gospel of Christ cuts against religious violence: 

• Jesus rebuked Peter for drawing the sword: “They that take the sword shall perish 
with the sword” (Matthew 26:52). 

• Paul taught that weapons of our warfare are not carnal but spiritual (2 Corinthians 
10:4). 

• Christ’s kingdom is not advanced by force but by faith. 

The cross is God’s answer to religious violence. Christ absorbed violence rather than 
inflicting it. He conquered death by dying, not killing. 

 

Application for Believers 

1. Reject Violence in God’s Name – True Christianity never kills for Christ. It dies for 
Him. 

2. Endure Persecution with Grace – Like Stephen and Paul, we must respond with 
prayer, not vengeance. 

3. Expose False Zeal – Confront the spirit of Acts 23 wherever it rises—in churches, 
cults, or politics. 

4. Preach the Cross, Not the Sword – The gospel spreads not by coercion but by 
witness. 

5. Remember the Martyrs – Their testimony still speaks, showing the world the 
difference between religion and Christ. 

 

Conclusion: The Blood of the Martyrs vs. the Blood of the Persecutors 

Acts 7 and 23 show us the seed of religious violence: men so zealous for tradition and 
nation that they kill in God’s name. That seed has grown into crusades, jihads, inquisitions, 
and cult oppression. It continues today in terrorism, persecution, and extremism. 

But Acts also shows us the antidote. Stephen’s shining face, Paul’s transformed life, and 
Christ’s forgiving cross reveal the true spirit of God. Religious violence exalts man’s wrath. 
The gospel exalts God’s grace. Religious zeal kills. The Spirit gives life. 



The seed of error is bloodshed in God’s name. The seed of truth is blood shed by God 
Himself—Christ’s blood, poured out for sinners. One destroys. The other saves. One 
silences truth. The other proclaims it to the ends of the earth. 

“For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God” (James 1:20). The Church 
must remember this always, lest the seed of error grow again. Our mission is not to kill but 
to witness, not to conquer by force but to overcome by faith. 
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Introduction: The Shepherd’s Warning 

Few passages in the Book of Acts strike with such sober gravity as Paul’s farewell to the 
Ephesian elders. In Acts 20:29–30, he warned: “For I know this, that after my departing shall 
grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your own selves shall 
men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.” 

Here Paul, the tender shepherd, anticipates a coming storm. His tears over the flock are 
not sentimental but prophetic. He knew that the pure gospel of grace would not remain 
uncontested. Wolves would come from without, and false teachers would arise from 
within. 

This passage reveals another seed of error: false prophets and teachers—wolves among 
the flock. Their danger is not simply doctrinal but personal: they deceive, devour, and 
divide. From early Gnostics to medieval popes, from cult leaders to prosperity “apostles,” 
the warning has proven true in every age. 

In this essay, we will examine Paul’s warning in Acts, trace the growth of false prophecy 
through church history, expose its modern manifestations, and apply the gospel’s antidote. 

 

Paul’s Tears and Testimony 

Acts 20 records Paul’s farewell at Miletus. He reminded the Ephesian elders of his ministry: 
humility, tears, trials, and faithfulness to declare “all the counsel of God” (v. 27). He 
commended them to God and to the Word of His grace (v. 32). 



But in the midst of this farewell, he spoke with prophetic urgency: grievous wolves would 
enter in, not sparing the flock. The image is vivid: sheep torn, scattered, devoured. Worse, 
the wolves would not only come from outside; some elders themselves would become 
false teachers. 

Paul’s concern was not paranoia. He knew human nature. He knew Satan’s strategy. He 
knew the vulnerability of sheep without watchful shepherds. His words echo Christ’s 
warning in Matthew 7:15: “Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing, 
but inwardly they are ravening wolves.” 

 

Characteristics of Wolves 

Paul’s metaphor captures the essence of false teachers: 

1. Disguised – Wolves wear sheep’s clothing. They appear spiritual, even biblical. 

2. Predatory – They “not sparing the flock.” Their goal is gain, not godliness. 

3. Divisive – They draw away disciples, creating factions and cults. 

4. Perverse – They twist Scripture, distorting truth for selfish ends. 

5. Arising from Within – They come not only from outside but from within the church 
itself. 

This is why Paul wept. Wolves do not always look like enemies; sometimes they look like 
leaders. 

 

Seeds of False Prophets in Acts 

Acts itself shows glimpses of wolves: 

• Simon the Sorcerer (Acts 8:9–24) – seeking to purchase spiritual power. 

• The Sons of Sceva (Acts 19:13–16) – using Jesus’ name without authority. 

• Judaizers (Acts 15; 21:21) – adding law to grace. 

• Magicians, false prophets, and impostors (Acts 13:6–10) – like Elymas, opposing 
the truth. 

Paul’s warning is not hypothetical—it is rooted in reality already present in Acts. 

 



False Prophets Through History 

1. Early Church Wolves 

After the apostles, Gnosticism flourished. Claiming secret knowledge, Gnostics denied 
Christ’s incarnation and resurrection. They were wolves devouring flocks with philosophy 
and mysticism. 

2. Montanus and False Prophecy 

In the 2nd century, Montanus claimed prophetic authority, leading followers into extremes 
of asceticism and visions. His movement exemplified wolves rising from within. 

3. The Rise of Papal Authority 

By the Middle Ages, the papacy embodied Paul’s warning. Popes claimed to be Christ’s 
vicar, drawing disciples after themselves, exalting tradition above Scripture, and devouring 
nations for gain. 

4. Medieval Heresies and Cults 

False mystics, self-proclaimed prophets, and corrupt preachers multiplied. From 
indulgence sellers to apocalyptic cults, wolves fed on flocks. 

5. The Reformation’s Counterfeits 

Even as reformers preached the gospel, others arose twisting Scripture to build sects: 
Anabaptist extremists, fanatics claiming visions, and false messiahs. 

6. Modern Cults 

The 19th–20th centuries birthed Jehovah’s Witnesses, Mormonism, Christian Science, and 
countless cults—all wolves clothed in biblical language, drawing away disciples. 

7. Prosperity “Apostles” 

Today, prosperity preachers promise health and wealth for seed offerings. They twist 
Scripture, devour widows’ houses, and exalt themselves as apostles and prophets. 

 

Why Wolves Thrive 

False prophets thrive because of: 

• Ignorance – Sheep who do not know Scripture are easily misled. 

• Desire for Experience – People crave miracles, signs, and visions more than truth. 



• Itching Ears – Many want teachers who tell them what they want to hear (2 Timothy 
4:3). 

• Charisma – Wolves are often eloquent, persuasive, and attractive. 

• Profit – Religion can be lucrative when marketed. 

 

The Damage of Wolves 

1. They Exploit – Peter warned: “Through covetousness shall they with feigned words 
make merchandise of you” (2 Peter 2:3). 

2. They Divide – Wolves draw disciples after themselves, fragmenting the flock. 

3. They Destroy Faith – Many stumble when wolves fall, disillusioned with the church. 

4. They Blaspheme – Their scandals bring reproach on Christ’s name. 

 

The Shepherd’s Response 

Paul gave elders a charge: “Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock” (Acts 
20:28). The antidote to wolves is faithful shepherding: 

• Guard Doctrine – Teach the whole counsel of God. 

• Watch Diligently – Be alert to threats. 

• Feed the Flock – Strengthen believers with Scripture. 

• Expose Wolves – Name error plainly. 

• Commend to God and His Word – Trust the Spirit and Scripture to guard. 

 

Paul’s Gospel vs. Wolves 

Paul’s gospel centers on grace: Christ crucified and risen, salvation by faith alone. Wolves 
distort this: 

• Judaizers add law. 

• Gnostics add secret knowledge. 

• Prosperity preachers add wealth. 



• Cult leaders add loyalty to themselves. 

But the gospel needs no additions. Paul declared: “Though we, or an angel from heaven, 
preach any other gospel… let him be accursed” (Galatians 1:8). 

 

Modern Wolves in Sheep’s Clothing 

1. Prosperity Preachers – Turning the gospel into a get-rich scheme. 

2. False Prophets on TV – Selling “miracle water,” “anointed oil,” or predictions for 
donations. 

3. Cult Leaders – From Jim Jones to David Koresh, drawing disciples into destruction. 

4. New Apostolic Reformation – Self-proclaimed apostles claiming authority over the 
church. 

5. Progressive Theologians – Wolves cloaked in academia, denying Scripture’s 
inspiration and Christ’s deity. 

6. Ecumenical Wolves – Promoting unity at the expense of truth, luring sheep into 
compromise. 

 

How to Identify Wolves 

• Doctrine – Does it align with Scripture or twist it? 

• Fruit – Do they show holiness or greed? 

• Focus – Do they exalt Christ or themselves? 

• Method – Do they build disciples for Jesus or followers for themselves? 

• Handling of Money – Wolves devour through covetousness. 

 

Application for Believers 

1. Know the Word – Sheep who know the Shepherd’s voice will not follow strangers. 

2. Test the Spirits – 1 John 4:1 commands discernment. 

3. Stay in Sound Churches – Lone sheep are most vulnerable. 



4. Refuse Ear-Tickling – Love truth, even when it cuts. 

5. Follow Christ, Not Men – Even Paul said, “Follow me, as I follow Christ.” 

 

Conclusion: Wolves and the Lamb 

Paul’s tears in Acts 20 are still needed today. Wolves abound—false prophets, cult leaders, 
prosperity apostles—devouring flocks with lies. The seed of error he warned of has grown 
into massive systems of deception. 

But the gospel remains the antidote. Christ, the Good Shepherd, laid down His life for the 
sheep. His Word and Spirit guard the flock. Wolves may deceive, but the Shepherd’s voice 
still calls: “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me” (John 10:27). 

The seed of error is wolves among the flock. The seed of truth is the Lamb slain for the 
flock. One devours; the other delivers. One scatters; the other gathers. One deceives; the 
other saves. 

Paul’s warning stands as both a prophecy and a call: beware of wolves, cling to Christ, 
guard the flock, and preach the pure gospel of grace until the Shepherd returns. 
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Introduction: When Tradition Resists Truth 

The story of the early church is not only about miracles, conversions, and missionary 
journeys. It is also about the friction between revelation from God and traditions of men. 
Nowhere is this tension more visible than in the controversy over the Gentiles. In Acts 10–
11, Peter is confronted with a divine revelation that shatters Jewish categories: God has 
cleansed what man once called unclean. In Acts 15, the church gathers at Jerusalem to 
resolve the fierce debate over whether Gentile believers must be circumcised and keep the 
law of Moses. 

The resistance to Gentiles was not just cultural prejudice; it was tradition clashing with 
revelation. God’s Word declared liberty in Christ, but centuries of custom, law, and ritual 
made many unwilling to accept it. This struggle foreshadows one of the most persistent 



seeds of error in church history: tradition elevated above revelation, councils and 
customs exalted above Scripture. 

This essay will trace the biblical story of Gentile inclusion, explore the nature of tradition 
versus revelation, show how this seed of error grew into denominational rigidity and 
ecclesiastical councils, and contrast it with Paul’s gospel of grace. 

 

Peter’s Vision: God Shatters the Old Categories (Acts 10) 

Peter, praying on a rooftop in Joppa, fell into a trance and saw a sheet lowered from heaven, 
filled with all manner of animals. A voice commanded, “Rise, Peter; kill, and eat.” Peter 
resisted: “Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten any thing that is common or unclean.” The 
voice replied, “What God hath cleansed, that call not thou common” (Acts 10:13–15). 

At that moment, Gentile messengers from Cornelius arrived. Peter understood the vision: 
God was declaring Gentiles clean. The old dietary laws symbolized separation, but now in 
Christ, the wall was broken down. Peter went, preached to Cornelius’ household, and the 
Holy Ghost fell on them as it had on the Jews at Pentecost. 

This was revolutionary revelation. Yet Peter himself struggled. He had resisted at first, 
clinging to tradition. Even after the Spirit fell, others would challenge him for breaking 
custom. 

 

Peter’s Defense: Tradition Confronted (Acts 11) 

When Peter returned to Jerusalem, Jewish believers contended with him: “Thou wentest in 
to men uncircumcised, and didst eat with them” (Acts 11:3). Their concern was not the 
Spirit’s work but tradition’s violation. Peter recounted the vision, the Spirit’s command, and 
the Gentiles’ reception of the Holy Ghost. He concluded: “What was I, that I could 
withstand God?” (v. 17). 

At this, the assembly glorified God, saying, “Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted 
repentance unto life” (v. 18). Yet even here, tradition had to be wrestled down by revelation. 
The tension was not over whether Gentiles could believe, but whether they must become 
Jews first. 

 

The Jerusalem Council: The Clash Intensifies (Acts 15) 



The controversy reached its peak when certain men from Judea taught, “Except ye be 
circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved” (Acts 15:1). This teaching 
struck at the heart of the gospel. Was salvation by grace through faith, or by faith plus 
tradition? 

Paul and Barnabas opposed them fiercely. The apostles and elders gathered at Jerusalem. 
Peter testified how God had given the Spirit to Gentiles without distinction. Paul and 
Barnabas reported the miracles among Gentiles. James concluded from Scripture that God 
had always planned to call the Gentiles by His name. 

The council ruled that Gentiles were saved by grace, not law. They were asked only to 
abstain from idolatry, fornication, and blood—not to keep the whole Mosaic code. 
Revelation triumphed over tradition. 

 

The Seed of Error: Tradition Above Revelation 

Yet the controversy never fully died. Some continued to trouble Gentile believers with law 
and customs. The seed of error is visible: when tradition resists revelation, when councils 
and customs override Scripture, when men cling to old forms instead of God’s fresh Word. 

This seed sprouted through history: 

• The elevation of church councils above Scripture. 

• The development of creeds and canons treated as infallible. 

• The Roman Catholic exaltation of tradition equal to Scripture. 

• Denominational rigidity, where customs become untouchable and revelation is 
sidelined. 

Acts shows us the beginning. History shows us the harvest. 

 

Tradition: Blessing or Curse? 

Not all tradition is evil. Paul commended holding fast to apostolic tradition (2 
Thessalonians 2:15). True tradition is the faithful transmission of revealed truth. But when 
tradition becomes equal to or greater than revelation, it becomes error. 

When Tradition Becomes a Curse: 

1. When It Resists Revelation – Peter at first resisted the vision because of tradition. 



2. When It Adds to the Gospel – Circumcision as a requirement for salvation. 

3. When It Becomes Identity – Jewishness over Christlikeness. 

4. When It Controls Councils – Church rulings elevated over Scripture. 

 

Church History: Tradition vs. Revelation 

1. The Early Councils 

The early ecumenical councils produced creeds that clarified doctrine. Some defended 
truth (Nicene Creed on Christ’s deity). But the danger began: councils became the 
authority rather than Scripture. 

2. Rise of Catholic Tradition 

By the Middle Ages, the Roman Church exalted tradition as equal to Scripture. Practices 
like purgatory, indulgences, relics, and Marian devotion—all defended by tradition, not 
revelation—enslaved millions. 

3. The Reformation’s Cry 

The Reformers responded with sola Scriptura—Scripture alone as the authority. They 
echoed Acts 15: salvation by grace, not tradition. Luther, Calvin, and others stood against 
councils and popes with the Word of God. 

4. Post-Reformation Rigidity 

Yet even Protestants developed their own rigid traditions, sometimes resisting fresh 
revelation from Scripture. Denominations hardened around customs, repeating the error of 
Acts 11. 

5. Modern Ecumenical Councils 

Today, many churches elevate synods, councils, and denominational rulings above the 
Bible. Revelation is tolerated only if it aligns with tradition. 

 

Why Men Cling to Tradition 

1. Comfort of the Familiar – Tradition feels safe, revelation disrupts. 

2. Control of the Institution – Tradition empowers leaders to maintain authority. 

3. Fear of the New – Revelation often looks radical, threatening old forms. 



4. Pride of Heritage – Men boast in tradition more than in truth. 

5. Satanic Strategy – The devil uses tradition to dull the edge of God’s Word. 

 

Denominational Rigidity: Modern Acts 11 

Many modern denominations mirror the resistance to Gentiles in Acts: 

• Churches that elevate creeds or catechisms over Scripture. 

• Groups that require adherence to rituals, sacraments, or customs for salvation. 

• Denominations that resist revival or reform because it violates tradition. 

Tradition is not neutral. When elevated, it resists revelation. When exalted, it quenches the 
Spirit. 

 

Paul’s Gospel: Revelation Above Tradition 

Paul’s ministry consistently exalted revelation over tradition. He wrote: 

• “For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus 
Christ” (Galatians 1:12). 

• “Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the 
tradition of men… and not after Christ” (Colossians 2:8). 

• “If ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing” (Galatians 5:2). 

Paul’s message is clear: revelation in Christ trumps tradition every time. 

 

Practical Application 

1. Test All Traditions by Scripture – Hold to what is biblical, reject what is not. 

2. Be Willing to Change – Like Peter, we must yield when God reveals truth. 

3. Reject Works-Righteousness – Never add tradition to the gospel of grace. 

4. Stand on the Word Alone – Councils, creeds, and customs must bow to Scripture. 

5. Embrace the Spirit’s Leading – Revelation is living; tradition is static. 

 



Conclusion: Revelation Triumphs Over Tradition 

In Acts 10–11 and Acts 15, we see the seed of tradition resisting revelation. Jews clung to 
law and custom, opposing Gentile inclusion. Councils debated whether salvation required 
circumcision. But revelation triumphed: salvation is by grace through faith, for Jew and 
Gentile alike. 

That seed of error—tradition above revelation—has sprouted through history into councils, 
creeds, Catholic dogmas, and denominational rigidity. But the Word of God remains 
supreme. 

The church must learn from Acts: tradition must never muzzle revelation. The Spirit’s voice 
must never be silenced by custom. The gospel must never be chained by heritage. 

The seed of error is tradition exalted. The seed of truth is revelation received. One resists 
the Spirit; the other welcomes Him. One clings to old forms; the other embraces new life. 
One divides; the other unites Jew and Gentile in Christ. 

“What was I, that I could withstand God?” (Acts 11:17). That is the question every believer 
and every church must ask when tradition collides with revelation. To resist revelation is to 
resist God. To yield is to see His kingdom advance. 
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Introduction: When Truth Is Contaminated 

One of Satan’s most effective strategies is not outright denial of truth but contamination of 
it. Instead of opposing the gospel with blatant lies, he often mingles truth with error, 
creating confusion that leads souls astray. The Book of Acts gives us a vivid example in Acts 
16:16–18, when Paul and Silas encounter a demon-possessed girl in Philippi. This girl, 
though under satanic control, proclaimed: “These men are the servants of the most high 
God, which shew unto us the way of salvation.” 

Her words were true. Paul and Silas were indeed servants of God, and they did preach 
salvation. Yet Paul, grieved, cast the spirit out. Why? Because truth from a corrupt source is 
still dangerous. It dilutes the gospel, compromises credibility, and blurs the line between 
light and darkness. 



This incident foreshadows the seed of ecumenical confusion—the mixing of truth with 
error under the guise of unity. Throughout history, truth has often been spoken by false 
systems, and Christians have been tempted to accept the mixture rather than separate. 
This error has produced false alliances, compromised churches, and movements that 
elevate unity over truth. 

In this essay, we will explore the event in Philippi, analyze why truth mixed with error is so 
dangerous, trace its growth in church history, and apply Paul’s gospel as the antidote to 
ecumenical compromise. 

 

The Incident at Philippi (Acts 16:16–18) 

Luke records: 

“And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain damsel possessed with a spirit of 
divination met us, which brought her masters much gain by soothsaying: The same 
followed Paul and us, and cried, saying, These men are the servants of the most high God, 
which shew unto us the way of salvation. And this did she many days. But Paul, being 
grieved, turned and said to the spirit, I command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come 
out of her. And he came out the same hour.” 

Several truths stand out: 

1. The Message Was Correct – She accurately described Paul and Silas’ mission. 

2. The Source Was Corrupt – She was possessed by a spirit of divination. 

3. The Persistence Was Annoying – She followed them “many days.” 

4. Paul’s Response Was Clear – He would not allow the truth to be proclaimed by a 
false spirit. 

Paul understood what many today forget: truth in the mouth of error becomes confusion. 
Satan’s strategy is not only to lie but to borrow the language of truth, mingling it with 
deception. 

 

Why Paul Rejected Her Testimony 

At first glance, one might ask: why silence someone proclaiming truth? Wouldn’t her 
testimony draw more people to hear Paul? But Paul knew better. Allowing her to speak 



would link the gospel with divination. It would create an appearance of partnership 
between Christ and Satan. It would contaminate the truth by association. 

This reveals a timeless principle: the source matters as much as the statement. Even 
when the words are right, if the spirit is wrong, the testimony is dangerous. The church 
must never borrow credibility from error. 

 

The Seed of Ecumenical Confusion 

This episode in Philippi is the seed of ecumenical error: truth spoken by false systems, 
leading to confusion and compromise. The demon-possessed girl represents every false 
religion, cult, or movement that borrows Christian language while remaining under satanic 
influence. The temptation for Christians is to accept these voices in the name of unity, 
creating alliances that dilute the gospel. 

The seed of ecumenical confusion grows wherever truth is mingled with error, whether in 
alliances, interfaith movements, or denominational compromises. 

 

Ecumenical Confusion in Church History 

1. Early Gnosticism 

Gnostics used Christian terminology but filled it with pagan philosophy. They spoke of 
Christ but denied His incarnation. This mixture confused believers, requiring apostolic 
warnings. 

2. The Rise of Catholic Tradition 

Rome mingled truth with pagan customs: saints for gods, Mary for the goddess, relics for 
magic, sacraments for salvation. The words were biblical, but the meaning was corrupted. 

3. Medieval Alliances 

Church councils and state rulers merged political and religious power. Pagan feasts were 
baptized as Christian festivals. Truth and error blended under the guise of cultural unity. 

4. The Reformation and Counter-Reformation 

The Reformers cried sola Scriptura, but ecumenical compromise soon reappeared. 
Alliances between Protestants and princes often diluted doctrine for political unity. 

5. Modern Ecumenical Movement 



In the 20th century, organizations like the World Council of Churches promoted unity 
across denominations, often at the expense of biblical truth. Today, interfaith dialogues 
place Christianity on the same platform as Islam, Hinduism, and Buddhism, treating all as 
paths to God. 

Each stage is the same seed: the demon-possessed girl crying truth with a false spirit. 

 

Why Truth Mixed With Error Is Dangerous 

1. It Blurs Boundaries – People can no longer tell the difference between the gospel 
and false religion. 

2. It Legitimizes Error – When truth is spoken by error, error gains credibility. 

3. It Weakens Conviction – Believers become tolerant of falsehood in the name of 
unity. 

4. It Confuses the Lost – The world sees no difference between Christ’s gospel and 
man’s philosophies. 

5. It Quenches the Spirit – The Spirit of God will not share His glory with falsehood. 

 

The Psychology of Ecumenism 

Ecumenical confusion appeals to the flesh because: 

• People Desire Peace – Unity feels more comfortable than separation. 

• People Hate Division – Separation for truth seems harsh and unloving. 

• Leaders Crave Influence – Ecumenical alliances promise bigger platforms. 

• The World Applauds – Society celebrates tolerance more than truth. 

But Scripture consistently warns that unity without truth is corruption, not love. 

 

Biblical Warnings Against Mixing Truth With Error 

• “Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath 
righteousness with unrighteousness?” (2 Corinthians 6:14). 



• “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God” (1 John 
4:1). 

• “Though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel… let him be 
accursed” (Galatians 1:8). 

• “Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them” 
(Ephesians 5:11). 

The Bible’s pattern is separation from error, not partnership with it. 

 

Modern Manifestations of Ecumenical Confusion 

1. Interfaith Services – Prayers offered jointly by Christian pastors, Muslim imams, 
Jewish rabbis, and Hindu priests, as if all worship the same God. 

2. Syncretistic Movements – “Chrislam,” blending Christianity and Islam, is a modern 
demon-possessed girl declaring truth with a false spirit. 

3. Doctrinal Compromises – Denominations uniting by downplaying differences, even 
on essentials like salvation by grace alone. 

4. Charismatic Alliances – Prosperity preachers linking arms with Catholic leaders, 
blurring truth and error. 

5. Political Ecumenism – Politicians using “faith unity” as a tool to gather religious 
support, regardless of doctrine. 

Each repeats the Philippi incident, but on a global scale. 

 

Paul’s Gospel vs. Ecumenical Compromise 

Paul’s gospel is uncompromising: 

• Salvation is by grace through faith, not sacraments or works (Ephesians 2:8–9). 

• Christ is the only mediator (1 Timothy 2:5). 

• The gospel cannot be mixed with error (Galatians 1:6–9). 

Paul’s example at Philippi shows us the right response: he silenced the false testimony. He 
would not let the truth be co-opted by a corrupt spirit. Likewise, the Church must silence 
ecumenical confusion by proclaiming pure truth. 



 

Practical Application for Believers 

1. Discern Voices – Test whether a message comes from the Spirit of God or a false 
source. 

2. Value Purity Above Unity – True unity exists only in truth. Unity at the expense of 
truth is counterfeit. 

3. Avoid Ecumenical Partnerships – Don’t join movements that compromise doctrine 
for influence. 

4. Preach the Whole Counsel of God – Boldly declare Christ as the only way, even if it 
offends. 

5. Stand Firm in a Tolerant Age – Separation from error is not hatred; it is obedience. 

 

The Positive Side of Unity 

While rejecting ecumenical compromise, we must affirm true unity—the unity of the Spirit 
among genuine believers. Paul exhorted to “endeavour to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace” (Ephesians 4:3). This unity is not organizational but spiritual, grounded in 
one body, one Spirit, one Lord, one faith, one baptism. 

The problem is not unity but false unity. True unity is built on truth. False unity is built on 
compromise. 

 

Conclusion: Truth Cannot Share With Error 

Acts 16 shows us the seed of ecumenical confusion: a demon-possessed girl proclaiming 
truth. Her words were accurate, but her spirit was false. Paul refused the mixture. He would 
not let the gospel be compromised by association with error. 

That seed has grown into movements throughout history—Gnosticism, Catholic 
syncretism, Protestant compromises, modern interfaith alliances. The temptation is 
always the same: blend truth with error for the sake of peace, tolerance, or influence. 

But the gospel demands purity. Christ is not one way among many; He is the way, the truth, 
and the life (John 14:6). Mixing truth with error only produces confusion. 



The seed of error is ecumenical compromise. The seed of truth is gospel clarity. One blurs; 
the other shines. One corrupts; the other cleanses. One compromises; the other conquers. 

Paul’s response remains the model: grieve at the confusion, silence the false testimony, 
and preach Christ alone. In a world of ecumenical noise, the Church’s task is simple: 
proclaim the unmixed, unashamed gospel of grace. 
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Introduction: When Ritual Replaces Reality 

The gospel of Jesus Christ is a message of life, power, and relationship with the living God. 
But throughout history, men have taken what is real and turned it into ritual, what is 
spiritual and turned it into superstition. Instead of faith in Christ, they rely on ceremonies, 
formulas, relics, and outward actions. This problem is not new—it is already present in the 
Book of Acts. 

Acts 19:11–16 records one of the most striking incidents in early church history: the failed 
exorcism of the sons of Sceva. These men tried to use the name of Jesus as a magical 
formula. They had no faith, no relationship with Christ, and no indwelling Spirit. They simply 
borrowed a phrase they heard Paul using, as though the power of God could be 
manipulated like an incantation. The result was disaster. 

This event exposes another seed of error: superstition—religion without faith. It 
foreshadows the growth of ritualism in church history, where men used Christ’s name, 
symbols, and ceremonies without truly knowing Him. From medieval relics to modern 
sacramentalism, from folk magic to empty liturgies, the spirit of Sceva lives on wherever 
people treat Christianity as a system of formulas instead of faith. 

This essay will examine the account in Acts, define superstition, trace its growth through 
history, and expose its presence in modern religion. Finally, we will see how Paul’s gospel of 
grace demolishes superstition and restores the reality of living faith. 

 

The Incident at Ephesus: The Sons of Sceva 

Luke writes in Acts 19:11–16: 



“And God wrought special miracles by the hands of Paul: So that from his body were 
brought unto the sick handkerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases departed from them, and 
the evil spirits went out of them. Then certain of the vagabond Jews, exorcists, took upon 
them to call over them which had evil spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, saying, We adjure 
you by Jesus whom Paul preacheth. And there were seven sons of one Sceva, a Jew, and 
chief of the priests, which did so. And the evil spirit answered and said, Jesus I know, and 
Paul I know; but who are ye? And the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, and 
overcame them, and prevailed against them, so that they fled out of that house naked and 
wounded.” 

This story reveals several truths: 

1. God’s Power Was Real – Miracles through Paul authenticated the gospel. 

2. Imitators Abounded – Vagabond exorcists saw Paul’s results and tried to copy 
them. 

3. They Lacked Faith – They invoked “Jesus whom Paul preacheth,” showing no 
personal relationship. 

4. Demons Knew the Difference – The evil spirit mocked them: “Jesus I know, Paul I 
know; but who are ye?” 

5. Superstition Ends in Shame – The sons of Sceva fled wounded, a spectacle of 
failure. 

Here is superstition in its purest form: the use of holy words as magic, without faith or 
Spirit. 

 

Defining Superstition 

Superstition is religion without faith. It is the attempt to manipulate spiritual power 
through formulas, rituals, or objects rather than trusting God. 

Superstition has several features: 

• Imitation Without Reality – Copying the form of faith without substance. 

• Formula Without Relationship – Treating God’s name as a spell rather than a 
covenant. 

• Ritual Without Heart – Performing ceremonies without faith in Christ. 



• Fear Without Assurance – Clinging to outward things for protection because the 
inward reality is absent. 

Superstition is the opposite of gospel faith. Faith trusts the living God; superstition 
manipulates symbols. Faith rests in Christ’s finished work; superstition clings to relics and 
rituals. 

 

The Seed in Acts: From Ephesus to Everywhere 

The sons of Sceva illustrate how quickly religion degenerates when faith is absent. They 
turned Christ’s name into a charm. The seed of this error would soon sprout across the 
world, as Christianity spread and encountered pagan cultures eager to baptize their 
superstitions with Christian labels. 

Wherever men want control over God rather than surrender to Him, superstition grows. 

 

Superstition in Church History 

1. Relics and Holy Objects 

By the 4th century, relics of saints and apostles were venerated. Bones, clothing, and even 
supposed pieces of the cross were carried as sources of power. Like the sons of Sceva, 
people treated sacred names and objects as magical tools. 

2. Sacramentalism 

The medieval Church taught that grace was conveyed through sacraments ex opere 
operato (“by the work performed”). Baptism, mass, confession, and last rites became 
rituals guaranteeing grace regardless of faith. The formula itself was considered effective. 

3. Pilgrimages and Holy Sites 

People traveled to shrines, cathedrals, and holy wells, believing that presence at certain 
places guaranteed blessing. Jerusalem, Rome, and Santiago de Compostela became 
spiritual tourist destinations, not unlike magical talismans. 

4. Indulgences 

The selling of indulgences turned forgiveness into a transaction. Words, payments, and 
certificates replaced repentance and faith. 

5. Folk Catholicism and Syncretism 



In many cultures, Catholicism mixed with native superstitions: saints invoked like pagan 
gods, holy water used as a charm, prayers repeated like spells. 

6. Modern Ritualism 

Even today, churches emphasize outward ceremonies—sprinkling infants, repeating 
creeds, lighting candles—without requiring saving faith. Superstition remains alive in 
formalism. 

 

Why Superstition Appeals 

Superstition thrives because: 

• It Is Tangible – Rituals, objects, and formulas feel concrete. Faith is unseen. 

• It Is Controllable – Superstition gives the illusion of manipulating God. 

• It Comforts Fear – People feel safe clutching a rosary or repeating a prayer. 

• It Flatters Pride – Man feels he has “done something” to earn blessing. 

• It Imitates the Real – Superstition looks religious but lacks life. 

 

Biblical Condemnations of Superstition 

Scripture consistently rejects ritual without faith: 

• “This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their 
lips; but their heart is far from me” (Matthew 15:8). 

• “Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the 
tradition of men… and not after Christ” (Colossians 2:8). 

• “Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof” (2 Timothy 3:5). 

The sons of Sceva are a living illustration of these truths: outward form, no inward power. 

 

Superstition vs. Faith 

• Superstition says: Repeat the words, perform the ritual, touch the relic. 

• Faith says: Believe in Christ alone. 



• Superstition says: Outward actions guarantee inward grace. 

• Faith says: Grace is a gift received by trusting Christ’s finished work. 

• Superstition says: Control God by formulas. 

• Faith says: Submit to God in relationship. 

 

The Gospel’s Power vs. Superstition 

Notice the contrast in Acts 19: 

• Paul’s miracles were genuine, wrought by God. 

• The sons of Sceva’s exorcisms were fake, driven by formula. 

• Demons fled from Paul’s faith but mocked the imitators. 

The difference is not words but relationship. Paul knew Christ; they only knew of Him. Faith 
releases God’s power; superstition invites shame. 

 

Superstition’s Modern Faces 

1. Prosperity Trinkets – “Anointed oil,” “miracle water,” or prayer cloths sold by 
televangelists. 

2. Roman Catholic Rituals – Rosaries, scapulars, medals, holy water, indulgences. 

3. Cultural Folk Practices – Mixing Christianity with charms, fortune-telling, or 
ancestor worship. 

4. Empty Evangelical Formalism – Baptism without belief, membership without 
regeneration, prayers without faith. 

5. Word-of-Faith Formulas – Treating Christ’s name as a spell to command blessing. 

Each mirrors the sons of Sceva: Jesus’ name used without Jesus’ power. 

 

Why Superstition Is So Dangerous 

1. It Substitutes Ritual for Relationship – People think they know God when they only 
know ceremonies. 



2. It Gives False Assurance – Multitudes rely on baptism, communion, or prayers 
instead of Christ. 

3. It Makes Merchandise of Souls – Selling indulgences or miracle products exploits 
the vulnerable. 

4. It Invites Demonic Mockery – As in Acts 19, demons recognize the difference 
between faith and formula. 

5. It Hinders the Gospel – Superstition distracts from grace and keeps people 
enslaved. 

 

Paul’s Gospel: Grace, Not Formula 

Paul’s letters consistently demolish superstition: 

• “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of 
God: Not of works” (Ephesians 2:8–9). 

• “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not 
entangled again with the yoke of bondage” (Galatians 5:1). 

• “Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the concision” (Philippians 
3:2)—a warning against ritual circumcision as a replacement for faith. 

Paul proclaimed liberty in Christ, not bondage to rituals. 

 

Application for Believers 

1. Examine Your Faith – Are you trusting Christ or relying on rituals? 

2. Reject Magical Thinking – The name of Jesus is not a spell; it is a relationship. 

3. Proclaim the Gospel Clearly – Call people away from superstition to faith in Christ. 

4. Beware of Religious Formalism – Even in evangelical churches, outward form can 
replace inward faith. 

5. Trust the Spirit, Not Symbols – The Holy Spirit, not objects, empowers believers. 

 

The Fruit of Genuine Faith 



Where superstition produces fear, faith produces freedom. Where superstition ends in 
shame, faith ends in salvation. Where superstition manipulates, faith transforms. The sons 
of Sceva fled naked and wounded. Paul stood clothed in Christ’s righteousness, wielding 
the power of God. That is the difference. 

 

Conclusion: Religion Without Faith Is Empty 

Acts 19:11–16 shows us the seed of superstition: religion without faith. The sons of Sceva 
illustrate the futility of using Christ’s name without Christ Himself. Their formula failed, 
their ritual was mocked, their religion was empty. 

That seed has grown into centuries of superstition: relics, rituals, indulgences, sacraments, 
trinkets, and formulas. Millions have been deceived into thinking ceremonies can save. Yet 
the gospel still calls: “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved” (Acts 
16:31). 

The seed of error is superstition. The seed of truth is faith. One manipulates; the other 
trusts. One imitates; the other knows. One fails; the other conquers. 

The lesson of Acts 19 is clear: demons know the difference. God knows the difference. And 
eternity will reveal the difference. Religion without faith is empty—but faith in Christ is life 
everlasting. 
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Introduction: When Faith Becomes a Marketplace 

One of the greatest perversions of true worship is the use of religion for profit. God’s Word 
teaches that salvation is the free gift of grace through faith in Jesus Christ, purchased not 
with corruptible things like silver and gold but with the precious blood of Christ (1 Peter 
1:18–19). Yet in every age, men have turned religion into a business, profiting from the 
devotion of others. 

In Acts 19:24–27, Luke records the riot at Ephesus, stirred by Demetrius the silversmith. 
His grievance was not doctrinal but financial. Paul’s preaching against idols threatened his 
trade of making silver shrines for Diana, the goddess of the Ephesians. Demetrius rallied 



his fellow craftsmen, warning that their “wealth” and the “magnificence” of Diana were at 
stake. 

This incident exposes another seed of error: materialism—the commercialization of 
religion. It is the belief that faith can be monetized, that religion is a business, and that 
godliness is a means of gain. From temple merchants to medieval indulgences, from 
prosperity preachers to mega-church empires, the seed planted in Ephesus has borne fruit 
in every generation. 

In this essay, we will examine the story of Demetrius, analyze the nature of religious 
materialism, trace its history, and expose its modern forms. We will also contrast it with 
Paul’s gospel, which declares: “Having food and raiment let us be therewith content… for 
the love of money is the root of all evil” (1 Timothy 6:8,10). 

 

The Riot at Ephesus: Money vs. the Gospel 

Acts 19:24–27 records: 

“For a certain man named Demetrius, a silversmith, which made silver shrines for Diana, 
brought no small gain unto the craftsmen; Whom he called together with the workmen of 
like occupation, and said, Sirs, ye know that by this craft we have our wealth. Moreover ye 
see and hear, that not alone at Ephesus, but almost throughout all Asia, this Paul hath 
persuaded and turned away much people, saying that they be no gods, which are made 
with hands: So that not only this our craft is in danger to be set at nought; but also that the 
temple of the great goddess Diana should be despised, and her magnificence should be 
destroyed, whom all Asia and the world worshippeth.” 

Demetrius’s concern was twofold: 

1. Financial Loss – “By this craft we have our wealth.” Paul’s gospel threatened their 
profits. 

2. Religious Decline – “The temple of Diana should be despised.” But notice the 
order—profit came before piety. 

This is the essence of materialism in religion: faith reduced to a means of making money. 

 

Diana of the Ephesians: A Lucrative Faith 



Diana (Artemis in Greek) was the patron goddess of Ephesus. Her temple was one of the 
Seven Wonders of the Ancient World. Pilgrims flocked to the city, purchasing idols, shrines, 
and charms. Religion was inseparable from commerce. 

Demetrius and the silversmiths were not theologians; they were businessmen. Their 
religion was profit. The temple was their marketplace. Paul’s message that “they be no 
gods, which are made with hands” threatened their entire economy. 

Here we see the seed: religion as industry, worship as commerce, faith as product. 

 

The Nature of Religious Materialism 

Religious materialism is the use of faith for financial gain. It can take many forms: 

• Idol-Making – Creating physical objects for worship. 

• Merchandising Religion – Selling religious experiences, access, or relics. 

• Prosperity Preaching – Promising financial blessing in exchange for giving. 

• Institutional Wealth – Churches amassing fortunes while preaching poverty. 

• Celebrity Religion – Leaders living in luxury off followers’ devotion. 

At its core, materialism treats godliness as a commodity. Paul warned against this directly: 
“Supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw thyself” (1 Timothy 6:5). 

 

Seeds of Materialism in Acts 

Demetrius is not the only example. Other seeds appear: 

• Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1–11) – Using religious giving for reputation. 

• Simon the Sorcerer (Acts 8:18–19) – Attempting to buy spiritual power. 

• Felix the Governor (Acts 24:26) – Hoping for money from Paul in exchange for 
release. 

Each shows the corruption of faith by greed. 

 

Religious Materialism Through History 

1. Pagan Temples as Businesses 



Like Ephesus, temples across the ancient world thrived on pilgrimages, sacrifices, and idol 
sales. Religion was always entwined with profit. 

2. Medieval Relics and Indulgences 

The Catholic Church perfected religious materialism: selling relics, indulgences, masses 
for the dead, and pilgrimages. Salvation itself was monetized. Luther’s protest in 1517 
targeted this commercialization. 

3. State Churches 

In many nations, the church became a wealthy landowner, profiting from tithes, taxes, and 
rents. The gospel was obscured by material gain. 

4. Televangelism and Prosperity Gospel 

In modern times, prosperity preachers have turned religion into a global business. Seed 
offerings, miracle products, and lavish lifestyles abound. They echo Demetrius: “By this 
craft we have our wealth.” 

5. Mega-Church Materialism 

Even in evangelical circles, churches often operate like corporations, focused on branding, 
merchandise, and profit more than discipleship. 

 

Why Religious Materialism Appeals 

1. To the Leaders – It offers wealth, status, and power. 

2. To the Followers – Prosperity preachers promise riches, appealing to greed. 

3. To Society – Religion becomes entertainment and commerce, easily marketed. 

4. To the Flesh – Money feels tangible; grace seems invisible. 

 

Biblical Warnings Against Materialism 

Scripture is filled with warnings: 

• “The love of money is the root of all evil” (1 Timothy 6:10). 

• “Ye cannot serve God and mammon” (Matthew 6:24). 



• “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour widows’ houses” 
(Matthew 23:14). 

• “Thy money perish with thee” (Acts 8:20). 

• “They shall through covetousness with feigned words make merchandise of you” (2 
Peter 2:3). 

The Bible consistently condemns using religion for profit. 

 

The Psychology of Religious Commerce 

Materialism works because: 

• People equate visible wealth with divine blessing. 

• Leaders exploit fear, promising protection for payment. 

• Rituals provide a sense of control, worth paying for. 

• False teachers cloak greed with spiritual language. 

Demetrius appealed to both profit and piety, showing how easily money and religion 
intertwine. 

 

Modern Parallels to Demetrius 

1. Prosperity Preachers – Promising wealth for seed offerings. 

2. Televangelists Selling Products – Holy water, prayer cloths, and “miracle seeds.” 

3. Celebrity Pastors – Living in mansions, flying private jets, while preaching sacrifice. 

4. Churches as Businesses – Focused on revenue, branding, and growth metrics 
more than souls. 

5. Religious Tourism – Selling pilgrimages, experiences, and relics in holy sites. 

Each mirrors Demetrius: religion as a craft, wealth as the goal. 

 

Paul’s Response: Preaching Against Idols 



Paul did not adjust his message to spare the silversmiths’ business. He declared boldly: 
“They be no gods, which are made with hands.” The gospel exposes materialism because it 
declares: 

• Salvation is free. 

• God is not contained in temples or idols. 

• Grace cannot be purchased. 

• Eternal wealth is greater than earthly riches. 

Paul contrasted Demetrius’s craft with Christ’s cross. One produces trinkets; the other 
produces eternal life. 

 

Why Materialism Is So Destructive 

1. It Corrupts the Gospel – Salvation becomes a transaction. 

2. It Exploits the Poor – Widows, orphans, and the desperate are manipulated. 

3. It Hardens the Rich – Leaders justify greed as blessing. 

4. It Distracts the Church – Focus shifts from eternity to economics. 

5. It Invites Judgment – Jesus cleansed the temple, driving out merchants with a whip 
(John 2:15). 

 

The Gospel of Contentment 

Paul consistently opposed materialism with the gospel of contentment: 

• “I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content” (Philippians 
4:11). 

• “Godliness with contentment is great gain” (1 Timothy 6:6). 

• “Charge them that are rich… that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain 
riches, but in the living God” (1 Timothy 6:17). 

The answer to religious materialism is not poverty for its own sake but contentment in 
Christ. 

 



Application for Believers 

1. Beware of Religious Salesmen – Test ministries that focus on money more than 
Christ. 

2. Refuse to Equate Wealth with Godliness – Riches are not proof of blessing. 

3. Practice Generosity Without Manipulation – Give cheerfully, not under 
compulsion. 

4. Support True Gospel Work – Invest in ministries that preach salvation, not 
prosperity. 

5. Value Eternal Riches – Lay up treasure in heaven, not on earth. 

 

Conclusion: Religion for Profit vs. Grace for Free 

Acts 19 shows us Demetrius, whose devotion was not to Diana but to dollars. His outcry 
was not for truth but for trade. Paul’s gospel threatened his wealth, so he stirred a riot. That 
seed of error—religion for profit—has sprouted into countless forms: relics, indulgences, 
prosperity preaching, and commercialization of faith. 

But the gospel stands opposed. Salvation is free. Grace cannot be sold. Christ drove the 
moneychangers from the temple, declaring: “Make not my Father’s house an house of 
merchandise” (John 2:16). 

The seed of error is materialism. The seed of truth is grace. One devours widows; the other 
delivers them. One sells trinkets; the other gives eternal life. One stirs riots; the other brings 
peace. 

The Church must learn from Demetrius: beware when religion becomes a business. Stand 
with Paul, proclaiming boldly that man-made gods and man-made profits cannot save. 
Only Christ, freely offered, can give life. 
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Introduction: The Idol of Human Intellect 



One of the most subtle yet pervasive seeds of error in human history is the worship of the 
human mind. When men exalt their reason, imagination, or curiosity above the revelation of 
God, the result is endless theories, fads, and philosophies that distract from the gospel. 
The Book of Acts captures this perfectly in Luke’s description of the Athenians: “For all the 
Athenians and strangers which were there spent their time in nothing else, but either to tell, 
or to hear some new thing” (Acts 17:21). 

This is not a flattering statement—it is a critique. Athens, the intellectual capital of the 
world, was obsessed with novelty. They craved innovation, speculation, and constant 
debate. Yet in their pursuit of “new things,” they missed the eternal truth standing before 
them in the gospel of Christ. Their intellectual pride blinded them. 

That same seed has flourished through history, producing theological fads, cults, 
philosophical systems, and academic arrogance that dismisses revelation for speculation. 
From Gnosticism to Enlightenment rationalism, from liberal theology to postmodern 
deconstruction, the Athenians live on in every classroom, pulpit, and society that exalts 
novelty above truth. 

This essay will explore the context of Acts 17:21, analyze the nature of intellectual pride, 
trace its manifestations in history, and apply Paul’s gospel as the eternal answer to man’s 
restless search for “some new thing.” 

 

The Context: Paul at Athens 

Paul arrived in Athens after fleeing persecution in Berea. As he waited for Silas and Timothy, 
his spirit was stirred when he saw the city full of idols. He reasoned with Jews in the 
synagogue and debated with philosophers in the marketplace. Eventually, he was brought 
to the Areopagus (Mars’ Hill) to explain his teaching. 

Luke interrupts the narrative with a parenthetical comment in verse 21: “For all the 
Athenians and strangers which were there spent their time in nothing else, but either to tell, 
or to hear some new thing.” 

This reveals the cultural climate Paul faced. Athens was a city of endless debates, where 
philosophers thrived on novelty. Truth was less important than stimulation. The 
marketplace of ideas was more about curiosity than conviction. 

 

Intellectual Pride: Exalting the Mind Above God 

The Athenians illustrate the danger of intellectual pride: 



1. Curiosity Without Commitment – They loved hearing new things but never 
embraced the truth. 

2. Speculation Without Revelation – They sought answers in reason and imagination, 
ignoring God’s Word. 

3. Novelty Above Eternity – They craved what was new, despising what was eternal. 

4. Pride Above Humility – They exalted their intellect, unwilling to submit to divine 
authority. 

Intellectual pride does not deny the existence of God outright—it simply refuses to bow to 
Him. It treats the gospel as one more theory among many, rather than the revelation of the 
Creator. 

 

Seeds of Pride and Intellectualism in Acts 

Paul’s audience included Stoics and Epicureans (Acts 17:18). The Stoics valued reason and 
virtue; the Epicureans pursued pleasure and materialism. Both illustrate intellectual pride: 
systems of thought replacing divine revelation. 

Luke’s description in verse 21 captures the spirit of Athens: restless curiosity without truth. 
This is the essence of prideful intellectualism—always learning, never able to come to the 
knowledge of the truth (2 Timothy 3:7). 

 

Historical Growth of Intellectualism 

1. Gnosticism (2nd Century) 

The first great heresy was intellectual pride disguised as spirituality. Gnostics claimed 
secret knowledge beyond Scripture, blending philosophy with Christianity. They were 
Athenians seeking novelty, producing endless theories about creation, angels, and 
salvation. 

2. Scholasticism (Middle Ages) 

Medieval scholars sought to reconcile philosophy (especially Aristotle) with theology. 
While some defended truth, others exalted reason above revelation. Theology became 
speculation, more about syllogisms than Scripture. 

3. The Enlightenment (17th–18th Centuries) 



The Enlightenment enthroned reason as supreme. Revelation was dismissed as 
superstition. Deism flourished—God reduced to a distant clockmaker. Miracles, 
resurrection, and inspiration were rejected as irrational. 

4. Liberal Theology (19th–20th Centuries) 

Theology became captive to intellectual pride. Scholars denied Christ’s deity, the virgin 
birth, and the resurrection. The Bible was treated as literature, not revelation. Churches 
embraced novelty over truth. 

5. Postmodernism (Late 20th Century–Present) 

Postmodern intellectualism deconstructs truth itself. Absolute claims are rejected. 
Everything is narrative, perspective, or social construct. Like Athenians, modern academia 
thrives on endless theories, always seeking novelty, never resting in truth. 

 

Theological Fads: Chasing “Some New Thing” 

Intellectual pride not only shapes philosophy but infects theology. Churches have often 
chased new trends rather than holding fast to the gospel: 

• Health-and-wealth doctrines promising prosperity. 

• Psychological gospels reducing sin to self-esteem. 

• Social gospels substituting activism for salvation. 

• Hyper-dispensationalism dividing Scripture to extremes. 

• Emergent movements embracing postmodern skepticism. 

Each fad reflects Athens: endless novelty, little truth. 

 

Cults: Novelty as Deception 

Cults thrive on intellectual pride and novelty: 

• Mormonism claims new revelation beyond the Bible. 

• Jehovah’s Witnesses claim secret knowledge of God’s name and dates. 

• Christian Science redefines sickness and salvation. 

• New Age Movements blend Eastern mysticism with Western curiosity. 



Each lures followers with the promise of “some new thing,” echoing Athens. 

 

Modern Academia: Pride in Knowledge 

Universities today often embody Acts 17:21. Professors spend careers chasing new 
theories: evolution, psychology, sociology, gender studies, critical race theory, post-
colonialism, deconstruction. Every decade brings new intellectual fashions. 

Yet in their pride, many dismiss the gospel as outdated. The Bible is treated as primitive, 
while endless theories parade as wisdom. But like Athens, these theories constantly 
change, proving their instability. 

 

Why Intellectualism Appeals 

1. It Flatters Pride – Knowledge becomes a source of superiority. 

2. It Feeds Curiosity – Novelty excites the mind. 

3. It Avoids Humility – The gospel requires bowing to Christ; intellectualism avoids 
surrender. 

4. It Creates Identity – Philosophies, theories, and schools of thought provide 
belonging. 

5. It Entertains – Endless debate stimulates without demanding change. 

 

Paul’s Sermon at Athens: The Answer to Pride 

Paul’s sermon at Mars’ Hill (Acts 17:22–31) is a model for confronting intellectual pride: 

• He Acknowledged Their Search – “I perceive that in all things ye are too 
superstitious” (v. 22). 

• He Declared Revelation – “Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I 
unto you” (v. 23). 

• He Proclaimed God as Creator – Contradicting materialism and pantheism. 

• He Preached Repentance – God commands all men everywhere to repent (v. 30). 

• He Announced Judgment – By the risen Christ, appointed to judge the world (v. 31). 



Paul did not flatter Athens’ intellect. He confronted it with revelation: God, creation, 
judgment, resurrection. Their pride rejected it, but some believed. 

 

Scripture’s Rebuke of Intellectual Pride 

• “Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools” (Romans 1:22). 

• “Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not 
God made foolish the wisdom of this world?” (1 Corinthians 1:20). 

• “Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth” (2 Timothy 
3:7). 

• “Knowledge puffeth up, but charity edifieth” (1 Corinthians 8:1). 

The Bible consistently warns that intellectual pride blinds men to truth. 

 

The Gospel vs. Intellectualism 

• Intellectualism says: seek novelty. 

• The gospel says: stand on eternal truth. 

• Intellectualism says: man’s reason is supreme. 

• The gospel says: God’s revelation is final. 

• Intellectualism says: entertain the mind. 

• The gospel says: transform the heart. 

The gospel does not oppose knowledge—it opposes knowledge exalted above God. Faith is 
not anti-intellectual; it is anti-pride. 

 

Application for Believers 

1. Hold Fast to the Word – Resist fads and theories; cling to Scripture. 

2. Use Knowledge Humbly – Study, but remember knowledge without love puffs up. 

3. Discern Theological Trends – Test every movement by the Word, not novelty. 

4. Beware of Pride – Intellectual ability is a gift, not an idol. 



5. Preach Christ, Not Curiosity – Focus on the cross, not speculation. 

 

The Positive Side of Knowledge 

The answer to intellectual pride is not ignorance but humility. Paul himself was highly 
educated, yet he wrote: “I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, 
and him crucified” (1 Corinthians 2:2). Knowledge is a tool when submitted to God, but an 
idol when exalted above Him. 

True wisdom begins with the fear of the Lord (Proverbs 9:10). Intellectualism without God is 
folly. Knowledge surrendered to God is wisdom. 

 

Conclusion: Athens Lives On 

Acts 17:21 shows us the seed of intellectual pride: Athenians obsessed with “some new 
thing.” Their novelty-seeking blinded them to the eternal gospel. That seed has grown into 
Gnosticism, scholasticism, Enlightenment rationalism, liberal theology, postmodernism, 
and countless fads and cults. 

But Paul’s sermon shows the antidote: revelation, not speculation. The gospel of Christ, 
crucified and risen, is the wisdom of God. Intellectual pride seeks novelty; the gospel 
proclaims eternity. Intellectualism exalts man; the gospel glorifies Christ. 

The seed of error is Athens—pride and intellectualism. The seed of truth is Calvary—
humility and revelation. One chases novelty; the other rests in eternity. One ends in 
confusion; the other ends in salvation. 

“The preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved 
it is the power of God” (1 Corinthians 1:18). Athens may seek new things, but the cross is 
the only thing that saves. 
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Introduction: The Foundation Beneath Every Error 



Every false religion, every cult, every heresy, and every deviation from the gospel can be 
traced to a single root: unbelief. Men may disguise it in rituals, philosophies, or traditions, 
but beneath all error lies rejection of God’s revelation. Unbelief is not mere ignorance; it is 
willful blindness, a refusal to receive the truth when it is clearly presented. 

In Acts 28:24–27, Luke records Paul’s final confrontation with Jewish leaders in Rome. After 
expounding the gospel from morning till evening, some believed, but many rejected. Paul 
concluded with Isaiah’s prophecy: 

“Well spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias the prophet unto our fathers, Saying, Go unto this 
people, and say, Hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, 
and not perceive: For the heart of this people is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of 
hearing, and their eyes have they closed; lest they should see with their eyes, and hear with 
their ears, and understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal 
them.” 

This passage highlights unbelief as the seed of every error. From the Jews’ rejection of 
Christ to modern skepticism, unbelief is the soil in which false religions grow. In this essay, 
we will explore the nature of unbelief, trace its presence through Scripture and history, and 
show why faith in Christ is the only cure. 

 

Paul’s Final Appeal in Acts 28 

Paul, under house arrest in Rome, called the Jewish leaders together. From morning to 
evening, he testified of the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus from the 
law of Moses and the prophets (v. 23). Some believed; others rejected. 

Luke writes: “And when they agreed not among themselves, they departed, after that Paul 
had spoken one word, Well spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias the prophet unto our fathers” (v. 
25). 

Paul identified their rejection with Isaiah’s prophecy of hardened hearts. They were not 
ignorant—they were willfully blind. They closed their eyes, plugged their ears, and refused 
their hearts. This unbelief was not only a rejection of Paul but of the Holy Ghost Himself. 

 

The Nature of Unbelief 

Unbelief is not simply doubt; it is rebellion against God’s truth. Scripture describes it in 
several ways: 



1. Willful Blindness – “Their eyes have they closed” (Acts 28:27). 

2. Hardness of Heart – “The heart of this people is waxed gross” (v. 27). 

3. Spiritual Deafness – “Their ears are dull of hearing” (v. 27). 

4. Resistance to the Spirit – “Ye do always resist the Holy Ghost” (Acts 7:51). 

5. Root of Rebellion – Unbelief is not intellectual weakness but spiritual defiance. 

Unbelief is the refusal to bow to God’s authority, preferring man’s wisdom, works, or will. 

 

Unbelief in the Old Testament 

The Jews’ rejection of Paul was nothing new; it was the continuation of a pattern. Israel’s 
history is a record of unbelief: 

• At Kadesh-Barnea – The spies’ evil report led to unbelief and forty years of 
wandering (Numbers 13–14). 

• In the Wilderness – Despite miracles, Israel murmured and doubted (Psalm 95:8–
11). 

• Under the Prophets – Isaiah, Jeremiah, and others were rejected because the 
people refused to believe God’s Word. 

Hebrews 3:19 summarizes: “So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief.” 

 

Unbelief in the Ministry of Jesus 

Jesus encountered the same resistance: 

• “He came unto his own, and his own received him not” (John 1:11). 

• In Nazareth, He could do no mighty works “because of their unbelief” (Mark 6:6). 

• The Pharisees rejected Him despite miracles, attributing His works to Satan. 

Unbelief crucified Christ. It was not ignorance—they knew His claims, saw His works, 
heard His teaching. They refused to believe. 

 

Unbelief in the Book of Acts 



The pattern continues in Acts: 

• In Acts 7, Stephen accused the Sanhedrin of resisting the Spirit. They stoned him in 
unbelief. 

• In Acts 13, Jews in Antioch contradicted Paul, filled with envy, rejecting the gospel. 

• In Acts 17, Athenians mocked the resurrection. 

• In Acts 19, Ephesians hardened their hearts against Paul’s preaching. 

Now in Acts 28, unbelief closes the book. The gospel moves to Gentiles, not because God’s 
promises failed, but because Israel refused to believe. 

 

Why Unbelief Is the Root of All Error 

Every false religion begins with unbelief in God’s revelation: 

• Paganism – Refusal to believe in the Creator, worshipping idols instead (Romans 
1:21–23). 

• Judaism’s Rejection of Christ – Refusal to believe Jesus as Messiah. 

• Islam – Refusal to believe in Christ’s deity and cross. 

• Roman Catholicism – Refusal to believe salvation is by grace alone, adding works. 

• Liberal Theology – Refusal to believe in inspiration, miracles, and resurrection. 

• Atheism and Agnosticism – Refusal to believe in God at all. 

Behind every error lies unbelief—rejection of God’s Word in favor of man’s word. 

 

The Psychology of Unbelief 

Why do men refuse to believe? Scripture gives several reasons: 

1. Pride – Men prefer their own wisdom (1 Corinthians 1:22–23). 

2. Sin – Men love darkness rather than light because their deeds are evil (John 3:19). 

3. Tradition – Men cling to heritage over truth (Mark 7:9). 

4. Fear of Change – Belief demands repentance and transformation. 



5. Satanic Deception – “The god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which 
believe not” (2 Corinthians 4:4). 

Unbelief is not neutral—it is willful rejection, driven by pride, sin, and deception. 

 

The Fruits of Unbelief 

Unbelief produces devastating results: 

• Hardened Hearts – Israel’s history of rebellion. 

• False Religions – Idolatry, legalism, philosophy. 

• Moral Decline – When men reject God, society collapses (Romans 1). 

• Judgment – Unbelief bars entry into God’s rest (Hebrews 3:19). 

• Eternal Condemnation – “He that believeth not shall be damned” (Mark 16:16). 

Unbelief is not a minor error; it is the root of every error. 

 

Paul’s Gospel: Faith vs. Unbelief 

Paul’s gospel consistently contrasts faith and unbelief: 

• “For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, 
The just shall live by faith” (Romans 1:17). 

• “For by grace are ye saved through faith” (Ephesians 2:8). 

• “If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine 
heart… thou shalt be saved” (Romans 10:9). 

Faith is the opposite of unbelief. It is not blind leap but trust in God’s revelation. 

 

Historical Examples of Unbelief’s Legacy 

1. Pagan Idolatry 

Ancient civilizations rejected the Creator, worshipping idols. Unbelief in God’s revelation 
led to darkness. 

2. Judaism After Christ 



By rejecting Jesus, Judaism hardened into tradition without Messiah. 

3. Islam 

Born from denial of Christ’s deity and cross, Islam reflects unbelief as its root. 

4. Roman Catholicism 

By rejecting justification by faith alone, Catholicism added sacraments and traditions. 

5. Enlightenment Rationalism 

By rejecting revelation, men exalted reason, producing atheism and deism. 

6. Modern Secularism 

By rejecting God altogether, society embraces relativism, materialism, and nihilism. 

Unbelief always multiplies error. 

 

Application for Believers 

1. Guard Against Subtle Unbelief – Even Christians can doubt God’s promises. 

2. Preach Faith Clearly – Confront unbelief with the gospel of grace. 

3. Pray for the Lost – Only the Spirit can open blind eyes. 

4. Expect Resistance – Like Paul, we must expect some to reject. 

5. Rejoice in Belief – Even in Acts 28, some believed. God always has a remnant. 

 

The Answer to Unbelief: The Cross of Christ 

The only cure for unbelief is the cross. Christ is God’s ultimate revelation. To reject Him is 
to reject all truth. To believe Him is to be saved. 

Paul wrote: “The preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us 
which are saved it is the power of God” (1 Corinthians 1:18). The world rejects it, but faith 
receives it. 

Unbelief sees foolishness; faith sees power. Unbelief ends in death; faith ends in life. 

 

Conclusion: The Root Beneath Every Seed 



Acts 28 closes with unbelief. The Jews in Rome heard the gospel, but many rejected. Paul 
quoted Isaiah: hardened hearts, deaf ears, blind eyes. This is the root of all error. Every 
false religion, every heresy, every philosophy begins with unbelief in God’s revelation. 

But faith is the answer. Faith receives the Word, embraces Christ, and enters God’s rest. 
Faith builds the church; unbelief builds false religions. Faith saves; unbelief condemns. 

The seed of error is unbelief and rejection. The seed of truth is faith and reception. One 
closes the eyes; the other opens them. One hardens the heart; the other heals it. One 
damns; the other delivers. 

The book of Acts ends with this contrast. It is the same today. Some will believe; others will 
not. The root of error remains unbelief. The root of salvation remains faith. 

“Today if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts” (Hebrews 3:15). The lesson of Acts 
28 is timeless: unbelief is deadly, but faith in Christ is life everlasting. 
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Introduction: The Final Contrast 

For fourteen essays we have traced the “seeds of error” scattered throughout the Book of 
Acts: legalism, pagan blending, mysticism, sectarianism, nationalism, violence, false 
prophets, tradition, ecumenical compromise, superstition, materialism, intellectualism, 
and unbelief. Each error took root in the soil of fallen human hearts, sprouting into the 
religious systems that still corrupt the world today. 

But Acts does not end in despair. In the midst of counterfeit seeds, God sowed His 
incorruptible seed—the gospel of grace. Paul described his life’s mission in Acts 20:24: 
“But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might 
finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify 
the gospel of the grace of God.” Later, before Agrippa, he summarized his message: 
“Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue unto this day, witnessing both to small 
and great, saying none other things than those which the prophets and Moses did say 
should come: That Christ should suffer, and that he should be the first that should rise from 
the dead, and should shew light unto the people, and to the Gentiles” (Acts 26:22–23). 



This is the true seed—Christ crucified, risen, and freely offered by grace through faith 
alone. While every false religion corrupts or complicates the way of salvation, Paul’s gospel 
remains pure, incorruptible, and sufficient. In this final essay, we will contrast the true seed 
with the seeds of error, explore the nature of Paul’s gospel of grace, trace its continuity 
through Scripture, and show why it remains the only hope for the world. 

 

Paul’s Life: A Steward of the Seed 

Paul saw himself not as a philosopher, lawgiver, or priest but as a steward of a divine seed. 
His task was to plant the incorruptible word wherever God opened a door. He endured 
persecution, prison, shipwreck, and betrayal, but he declared: “None of these things move 
me” (Acts 20:24). His joy was to finish his course testifying of the gospel of grace. 

The contrast is striking. Where false teachers sought profit (Acts 19), Paul sought none. 
Where others imposed law (Acts 15), Paul preached liberty. Where philosophers sought 
novelty (Acts 17), Paul preached eternity. Where Jews rejected (Acts 28), Paul turned to 
Gentiles. Through it all, Paul guarded the seed of grace. 

 

The Nature of the True Seed 

Peter later wrote of being born again “not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the 
word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever” (1 Peter 1:23). The true seed is incorruptible 
because it comes from God, not man. 

Paul’s gospel has three core truths: 

1. Christ’s Death for Our Sins – Substitutionary sacrifice, fulfilling the law. 

2. Christ’s Resurrection – Victory over death, proof of justification. 

3. Grace Through Faith Alone – Salvation as a free gift, not of works. 

This is the incorruptible seed that produces eternal life when believed. 

 

Contrast With the Seeds of Error 

• Legalism (Acts 15; 21:21) – Error says, “Do this to be saved.” Grace says, “It is 
finished.” 



• Pagan Blending (Acts 14; 19) – Error mixes idols with truth. Grace proclaims Christ 
alone. 

• Mysticism (Acts 8) – Error sells the Spirit. Grace is freely given. 

• Sectarianism (Acts 19:1–7) – Error clings to half-truths. Grace gives fullness in 
Christ. 

• Nationalism (Acts 1; 21) – Error seeks earthly kingdoms. Grace looks to the 
heavenly. 

• Violence (Acts 7; 23) – Error kills in God’s name. Grace dies forgiving. 

• False Prophets (Acts 20:29–30) – Error draws disciples after men. Grace draws 
sinners to Christ. 

• Tradition (Acts 10; 15) – Error clings to heritage. Grace clings to revelation. 

• Ecumenical Confusion (Acts 16) – Error mixes truth with error. Grace separates 
truth from lies. 

• Superstition (Acts 19:11–16) – Error uses formulas. Grace saves by faith. 

• Materialism (Acts 19:24–27) – Error profits from religion. Grace is free. 

• Intellectualism (Acts 17:21) – Error seeks novelty. Grace proclaims eternity. 

• Unbelief (Acts 28:24–27) – Error rejects. Grace receives. 

Every seed of error corrupts. The true seed remains incorruptible. 

 

The Gospel in Acts: A Golden Thread 

Though Acts is full of opposition, the gospel of grace runs like a golden thread: 

• Acts 13:38–39 – “Through this man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: And 
by him all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be 
justified by the law of Moses.” 

• Acts 16:31 – “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” 

• Acts 20:24 – “The gospel of the grace of God.” 

• Acts 26:22–23 – “That Christ should suffer, and… rise from the dead.” 

The seed is consistent: grace through faith in Christ’s death and resurrection. 



 

Continuity of the Seed in Scripture 

Though Paul called it “my gospel” (Romans 16:25), it was not new. It fulfilled what the 
prophets and Moses had foretold (Acts 26:22–23). The true seed runs throughout Scripture: 

• Genesis 3:15 – The seed of the woman crushing the serpent. 

• Genesis 15:6 – Abraham believing God, counted righteous by faith. 

• Isaiah 53 – The suffering servant bearing sins. 

• Habakkuk 2:4 – “The just shall live by his faith.” 

• John 3:16 – God’s love giving eternal life through belief in His Son. 

Paul’s gospel was the climax, not contradiction, of God’s plan. 

 

The Power of the True Seed 

Unlike the seeds of error, the gospel seed bears eternal fruit: 

• Regeneration – Making the sinner new (Titus 3:5). 

• Justification – Declaring the sinner righteous (Romans 3:24). 

• Sanctification – Transforming the believer’s life (1 Thessalonians 4:3). 

• Glorification – Guaranteeing eternal life (Romans 8:30). 

False religion produces bondage. The gospel seed produces liberty, holiness, and eternal 
hope. 

 

Why the Seed Remains Pure 

1. Its Source Is Divine – It comes from God, not men. 

2. Its Message Is Simple – Christ crucified and risen. 

3. Its Power Is Spiritual – The Spirit applies it, not human effort. 

4. Its End Is Eternal – It produces incorruptible life. 

No error, no philosophy, no tradition can corrupt the seed itself. Men may distort it, but 
those who believe it receive eternal life. 



 

The Battle for the Seed 

From Acts until today, Satan’s strategy has been to choke, twist, or counterfeit the seed: 

• Persecution (Acts 7, 23). 

• Corruption through false teachers (Acts 20). 

• Distraction through materialism (Acts 19). 

• Distortion through legalism (Acts 15). 

But the seed endures. Paul declared: “The word of God is not bound” (2 Timothy 2:9). The 
gospel has survived councils, empires, heresies, and apostasies. The incorruptible seed 
still saves today. 

 

Application: Living by the True Seed 

1. Guard the Gospel – Defend it against corruption. 

2. Preach Grace Clearly – Salvation by faith alone, not works. 

3. Reject Substitutes – Don’t let error dilute truth. 

4. Rest in Assurance – Eternal life is secure because the seed is incorruptible. 

5. Sow Liberally – Share the seed with all, knowing God gives the increase. 

 

The Final Word: Grace Triumphs 

Acts begins with questions of law, tradition, and kingdoms. It ends with Paul in chains, still 
preaching the kingdom of God and teaching those things concerning the Lord Jesus Christ 
“with all confidence, no man forbidding him” (Acts 28:31). Despite every error, the true 
seed triumphed. 

This is the lesson of Acts: every false religion begins with error, but the gospel of grace 
endures. The seed planted by Paul has spread across the world, producing fruit in every 
nation. It is still incorruptible, still powerful, still free. 

 

Conclusion: The Incorruptible Seed 



We have traced fourteen seeds of error—legalism, pagan blending, mysticism, 
sectarianism, nationalism, violence, false prophets, tradition, ecumenism, superstition, 
materialism, intellectualism, and unbelief. Each is a distortion of truth, a corruption of 
faith, a counterfeit of the gospel. 

But in contrast stands the true seed: Paul’s gospel of grace. It is the incorruptible word of 
God, declaring salvation through Christ’s death and resurrection, received by faith alone. It 
is the only seed that produces eternal life. 

The seed of error is many; the seed of truth is one. The seeds of error corrupt, enslave, and 
condemn. The seed of truth cleanses, frees, and saves. 

Paul’s testimony is our charge: “I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I 
have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God” (Acts 20:24). May 
we, like Paul, guard the seed, sow the seed, and rejoice in its fruit until the day Christ 
returns. 

The series ends here, but the seed continues. Every believer carries it. Every church must 
proclaim it. Every generation must guard it. For in the midst of all error, only this seed is 
incorruptible. 

 

 

 

Conclusion to Acts and the Seeds of Error 

The Book of Acts is not only the story of the church’s beginning—it is the story of a battle. 
On one side stands the gospel of the grace of God, the incorruptible seed planted by Paul 
and watered by faithful witnesses. On the other stand the seeds of error, scattered by Satan 
through legalism, superstition, philosophy, tradition, materialism, and unbelief. From 
Jerusalem to Rome, the gospel advanced, but never without opposition. 

This series has traced those seeds of error one by one. We have seen how they were sown 
in Acts, how they sprouted in history, and how they still grow today. Every false religion, 
every heresy, every counterfeit system can be traced back to the patterns revealed in this 
book. Legalism lives on in works-based salvation. Pagan blending survives in idolatry and 
syncretism. Mysticism resurfaces in prosperity formulas and occult practices. 
Nationalism, violence, false prophets, tradition, ecumenism, superstition, materialism, 
intellectualism, and unbelief—all are still here, still bearing fruit from ancient seeds. 



And yet, through it all, the true seed remains: Paul’s gospel of grace. It is incorruptible 
because it is not of man but of God. It cannot be bought like Simon attempted. It cannot be 
profited from like Demetrius tried. It cannot be contained by tradition, philosophy, or 
unbelief. It is Christ crucified and risen, offered freely by grace through faith alone. That 
seed has never failed to bear fruit wherever it is sown. 

What does this mean for us? First, it calls us to discernment. We must recognize the seeds 
of error when they appear in our churches, our pulpits, our schools, and even our own 
hearts. The devil does not need to invent new strategies—he simply recycles the same 
ones revealed in Acts. A discerning believer will spot them, resist them, and guard the flock 
from their influence. 

Second, it calls us to devotion. The true seed is not merely to be admired—it is to be sown. 
Paul finished his course with joy because he testified of the gospel of grace. That same 
course lies before us. We must proclaim Christ with clarity, refuse compromise, and trust 
God to bring forth fruit. The world does not need another tradition, fad, or philosophy. It 
needs the incorruptible seed. 

Finally, it calls us to hope. The seeds of error will grow, but they will not prevail. In the end, 
every false system will be burned as chaff. Only the seed of God’s Word will remain. The 
closing verse of Acts reminds us: Paul, though in chains, preached “with all confidence, no 
man forbidding him” (Acts 28:31). The gospel cannot be bound. 

The story of Acts continues in us. We are the sowers of the true seed in a world overgrown 
with weeds. The question is whether we will guard it, proclaim it, and rejoice in it until the 
Lord returns. For when He comes, all seeds will be judged. The seeds of error will perish. 
The true seed will stand forever, bearing fruit unto eternal life. 

 


