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Introduction – Your Body as a Gate 

When Paul wrote to the Corinthians, he asked a piercing question: 

“What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye 
have of God, and ye are not your own?” (1 Corinthians 6:19). 

This is not poetic imagery. It is divine reality. The body of every believer is a living temple 
where God Himself dwells by His Spirit. As with the ancient tabernacle and temple, this 
holy dwelling has gates—points of entry and exit—that must be guarded, sanctified, and 
consecrated for God’s glory. 

Every gate—eyes, ears, mouth, mind, heart, sexuality, imagination—functions as a 
doorway into the soul. What passes through these gates either builds up the temple or 
defiles it, either opens the way for the Spirit of God or grants access to the serpent’s lies. 

Throughout Scripture, we see how gates function as places of authority, covenant, and 
judgment. The city gate determined who entered and who was barred. Likewise, the temple 
gates regulated worship, sacrifice, and purity. The gates of the human body carry the same 
weight: they are the points where heaven and earth, flesh and spirit, collide. 

This series—Your Body as a Gate—will explore each of these sacred portals, drawing from 
the whole counsel of God’s Word. We will study how the eye gate can either behold 
holiness or lust, how the ear gate can receive the Shepherd’s voice or the serpent’s hiss, 
how the mouth gate can bless or curse, how the mind gate can exalt Christ or imaginations, 
how the heart gate governs affections, how the sexual gate sanctifies covenant or corrupts 
through fornication, how strange fire seeks unauthorized entry, and ultimately, how Christ 
is the only true Door to God. 

The aim of this series is twofold: 

1. Discernment – To train believers to recognize spiritual doorways in their own bodies 
and lives, understanding how the enemy exploits them. 



2. Guardianship – To call every Christian to live as a watchman over the gates of their 
temple, yielding to the Spirit of God and rejecting every strange fire of the enemy. 

This is not a surface-level study. It is strong meat (Hebrews 5:14), intended for those who 
desire to grow in maturity, discernment, and holiness. It will confront, challenge, and 
convict, but also encourage and empower, for God has not left His temple undefended. 

As we begin, let us remember: we are not our own. We have been bought with a price. Our 
bodies, our gates, our temples belong to Christ. The question before us is simple but 
eternal: who will we allow through the gates? 
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Introduction – The Mystery of God’s Indwelling 

When Paul asked the Corinthian believers, “What? know ye not that your body is the temple 
of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?” (1 
Corinthians 6:19), he framed one of the most profound truths of the Christian life. The God 
who once filled tabernacles of skins and temples of stone now indwells the flesh of 
redeemed believers. Heaven has kissed earth, and the eternal Spirit has chosen human 
bodies as His habitation. 

This truth is not metaphorical. Paul did not mean that our bodies are “like” temples; he 
declared that they are temples. Just as Solomon’s Temple in Jerusalem was a physical 
meeting place between God and man, the believer’s body has become the living house of 
the Spirit. This is the staggering reality of the New Covenant. 

This essay will explore what it means for the body to be a temple—tracing the biblical story 
of God’s dwelling places, unpacking the implications of the Spirit’s indwelling, and showing 
how the believer’s daily life becomes a gate between heaven and earth. 

 

1. God’s Pattern of Dwelling Among Men 

From Genesis to Revelation, God reveals a consistent desire: to dwell with His people. 

• Eden – The first temple was the garden, where God walked with Adam and Eve in the 
cool of the day. 



• The Tabernacle – After Israel’s deliverance from Egypt, God commanded Moses to 
build a sanctuary, saying, “that I may dwell among them” (Exodus 25:8). 

• The Temple – Solomon’s temple became the grand house where God’s glory visibly 
filled the Holy of Holies (1 Kings 8:10–11). 

• The Incarnation – John writes that “the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us” 
(John 1:14). The Greek word for “dwelt” means “tabernacled.” Christ’s body became 
God’s tent on earth. 

• The Church – At Pentecost, the Spirit fell, and believers became the corporate 
temple of God (1 Corinthians 3:16). 

• The Individual Believer – Paul presses the truth deeper: not only the church 
collectively, but every believer individually is a temple of the Holy Spirit. 

This progression shows God’s heart: He does not merely want to rule over His people; He 
wants to dwell within them. 

 

2. The Temple as Meeting Point Between Heaven and Earth 

Every temple in history functioned as a gate between realms—the place where heaven 
touched earth. 

• In Eden, God communed directly with Adam. 

• In the tabernacle, the Shekinah glory rested between the cherubim over the mercy 
seat. 

• In Christ, divinity and humanity met in one person. 

• In the believer, heaven and earth meet again: the Spirit indwells flesh. 

The temple was always a place of sacrifice, worship, revelation, and mediation. 
Likewise, the believer’s body now becomes: 

• A place of sacrifice (“present your bodies a living sacrifice” – Romans 12:1). 

• A place of worship (“glorify God in your body” – 1 Corinthians 6:20). 

• A place of revelation (“the Spirit beareth witness with our spirit” – Romans 8:16). 

• A place of mediation (“we are ambassadors for Christ” – 2 Corinthians 5:20). 

Thus, the body is not merely biological—it is sacred space. 



 

3. The Holiness of the Temple Body 

Because the believer’s body is a temple, it carries the demand of holiness. Paul’s rebuke in 
1 Corinthians 6 came in the context of sexual immorality. To unite the temple of God with 
fornication was unthinkable. 

Paul’s logic is clear: 

• The temple belongs to God (“ye are not your own”). 

• The Spirit indwells the temple (“the Holy Ghost which is in you”). 

• Therefore, to defile the temple is to desecrate God’s house. 

This parallels Old Testament warnings: those who defiled the tabernacle or temple faced 
death (Numbers 19:13, 1 Corinthians 3:17). In the New Covenant, the stakes remain 
eternal: how we use our bodies matters deeply to God, because they are His dwelling 
place. 

 

4. The Spirit as Seal and Occupant 

Ephesians 1:13 says believers are “sealed with that holy Spirit of promise.” The Spirit’s 
indwelling is not temporary but permanent. Unlike the Old Testament where the Spirit 
came upon individuals for a time, in the New Covenant the Spirit indwells continually, 
making the believer a perpetual temple. 

This seal accomplishes several things: 

1. Ownership – The believer belongs to God. 

2. Security – The Spirit guarantees salvation. 

3. Transformation – The Spirit sanctifies and renews. 

4. Empowerment – The Spirit equips for ministry and witness. 

Thus, the temple is not empty—it is filled with divine presence, sealed for eternal purpose. 

 

5. The Gate Principle – Access Through the Temple 

Every temple was a gateway. Priests entered the Holy Place, sacrifices ascended to 
heaven, prayers rose as incense, and God’s glory descended to meet His people. 



As temples of the Holy Ghost, believers become gates through which heaven touches 
earth. 

• Prayer – Our petitions ascend like incense (Revelation 5:8). 

• Witness – Our testimony opens doors for others to encounter God. 

• Intercession – Our prayers stand as spiritual gates, holding back darkness. 

• Obedience – Our lives become highways of God’s will in the world. 

Jesus said in John 7:38, “Out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.” This imagery 
reveals that the Spirit flows through believers as gateways, bringing life to the world. 

 

6. The Danger of Defiled Gates 

If the body is a temple and a gate, then what enters and exits matters greatly. Paul warns of 
sins that desecrate the body: fornication, drunkenness, idolatry, and gluttony. These sins 
are not merely personal weaknesses—they are gate-crashes. 

Satan longs to enter through defiled gates. Just as Antiochus Epiphanes desecrated the 
Jewish temple with idols, so the enemy seeks to desecrate the believer’s temple through 
sin. 

• The eye gate can be polluted with lust and vanity. 

• The ear gate can be corrupted with lies and blasphemy. 

• The mouth gate can defile through gossip, cursing, or false confession. 

• The body gate can be ruined through fornication and addiction. 

A defiled temple is not only ineffective but brings discipline from the Lord. 

 

7. The Body as a Living Sacrifice 

Romans 12:1 ties directly to 1 Corinthians 6:19–20: 

“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.” 

Sacrifices were always offered at the temple. Now the temple and the sacrifice are one—
the believer offers himself daily upon the altar of obedience. 



This means: 

• Yielding physical habits to God. 

• Guarding sexual purity. 

• Using the body for service and worship. 

• Denying the flesh to glorify the Spirit. 

The temple is not ornamental—it is functional, designed for continual offerings of praise 
and obedience. 

 

8. Christ the True Temple and Our Pattern 

Jesus declared of Himself: “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up” (John 
2:19). His body was the ultimate temple, the true meeting place of heaven and earth. 

Believers now reflect His pattern: 

• He was filled with the Spirit; so are we. 

• He lived in holiness; so must we. 

• He offered His body as a sacrifice; so must we. 

• He became the gate of heaven; so do we, in Him. 

Union with Christ makes us micro-temples, patterned after the macro-temple of His 
incarnate body. 

 

9. Glorify God in Your Body 

Paul ends 1 Corinthians 6:20 with the charge: “Therefore glorify God in your body, and in 
your spirit, which are God’s.” 

This command is the culmination of temple theology: the temple exists for glory. 
Solomon’s temple was filled with glory. The church is filled with glory. The believer’s body 
must radiate glory. 

This means practical obedience: 

• Glorify God in health and discipline. 

• Glorify God in speech and conduct. 



• Glorify God in purity and holiness. 

• Glorify God in service and sacrifice. 

Every action of the body either glorifies or dishonors the God who dwells within. 

 

Conclusion – The Temple Within 

The wonder of the New Covenant is not merely that God is with us, but that God is in us. 
The body of the believer is not disposable flesh but sacred dwelling, a living temple. 

As temples, we are called to holiness, vigilance, and worship. As gates, we are called to 
allow the Spirit’s life to flow through us into the world. 

This reality is not abstract—it is daily. Every choice either honors or defiles the temple. 
Every act of obedience opens heaven’s gates; every act of sin defiles the sacred courts. 

The question for every believer is simple yet searching: What kind of temple am I? What 
kind of gate am I? 

Paul’s words remain as urgent now as ever: 

“Ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are 
God’s.” (1 Corinthians 6:20) 

The temple is within you. Guard it. Sanctify it. Let it be filled with glory. 
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Introduction – Eyes as Portals of Light or Darkness 

Jesus declared in Matthew 6:22–23: 

“The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full 
of light. 
But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is 
in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness!” 

The eyes are not passive organs. In Scripture, the eyes are described as gates, windows, 
and channels. Through them enters either the light of God or the shadows of sin. What we 



see shapes not only our thoughts but also our spirit, soul, and body. Lust, vanity, and 
idolatry often begin through the eye gate. Conversely, faith, hope, and vision also come 
through eyes fixed on God. 

This essay will explore the theology of sight. We will see how the eye functions as a 
spiritual gate: a window of the soul, a mirror of the heart, and a battleground of holiness. 

 

1. The Eye in Scripture – More Than Sight 

The Bible consistently treats the eyes as spiritually significant. 

• Eyes as Windows – Ecclesiastes 2:14 says, “The wise man’s eyes are in his head; 
but the fool walketh in darkness.” Eyes provide direction and discernment. 

• Eyes as Mirrors – Proverbs 27:19: “As in water face answereth to face, so the heart 
of man to man.” What the eyes gaze upon reveals the heart’s desires. 

• Eyes as Weapons – Psalm 101:3: “I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes.” 
David knew the eye could lead to sin. 

• Eyes as Worship – Psalm 123:1–2: “Unto thee lift I up mine eyes, O thou that 
dwellest in the heavens.” The lifting of eyes symbolizes prayer and worship. 

The eye gate therefore serves as both entry point and compass—it determines where we 
walk, what we desire, and whom we serve. 

 

2. Jesus on the Eye Gate – Light and Darkness 

Christ’s teaching in Matthew 6:22–23 anchors the principle: 

• If the eye is single (pure, focused on God), the body is filled with light. 

• If the eye is evil (corrupt, wandering, filled with lust or greed), the body is filled with 
darkness. 

The term single implies undivided devotion, clear focus, and purity of sight. The evil eye 
refers not only to jealousy but also to covetousness, lust, and idolatry. 

Thus, the eye gate determines whether light or darkness floods the soul. What you behold 
is what you become. 

 



3. The Fall Began with Eyes 

In Genesis 3:6, Eve’s fall began not with her hands or feet, but with her eyes: 

“And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the 
eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat…” 

The order is revealing: saw → desired → took → ate. The eye gate became the entry for 
temptation. 

The same pattern repeats throughout Scripture: 

• Lot lifted up his eyes toward Sodom (Genesis 13:10). 

• Achan saw the Babylonish garment and gold (Joshua 7:21). 

• David saw Bathsheba bathing (2 Samuel 11:2). 

Sin often enters through sight. The devil has long known the strategy: corrupt the eye, and 
you corrupt the soul. 

 

4. Lust of the Eyes – The World’s Gate of Corruption 

1 John 2:16 warns of the “lust of the eyes” as part of the world’s system, alongside the lust 
of the flesh and the pride of life. 

The lust of the eyes is the insatiable desire for what is seen: 

• Materialism – Coveting possessions and wealth. 

• Sexual Lust – Pornography, fornication, adultery. 

• Idolatry – Fixation on images, statues, or entertainment. 

This lust is not neutral. It competes with the love of the Father. John says plainly: “If any 
man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.” The eye gate therefore determines 
our loyalty—toward God or the world. 

 

5. Vanity Through the Eye Gate 

Solomon declared in Ecclesiastes, “All is vanity and vexation of spirit.” Vanity is the 
emptiness of pursuing what is seen but has no eternal value. 

Through the eye gate, vanity entices: 



• Envy of others’ appearance, wealth, or success. 

• Obsession with fashion, outward beauty, or status. 

• Endless consumption of images that flatter but never satisfy. 

Vanity leads to spiritual malnutrition. The soul feeds on shadows while neglecting 
substance. Isaiah 55:2 warns: “Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? 
and your labour for that which satisfieth not?” 

 

6. Idolatry of the Eyes 

Idols are first seen before they are served. Ezekiel 8 describes men with “idols in their 
hearts,” bowing to images painted upon the walls. The eye gate carried the corruption 
inward. 

Modern idolatry may not bow to statues, but screens, celebrities, and symbols dominate 
sight. Our culture is image-driven, flooding the eye gate with endless idols. 

Psalm 119:37 gives the antidote: 

“Turn away mine eyes from beholding vanity; and quicken thou me in thy way.” 

Only when our eyes turn from idols can our hearts turn fully to God. 

 

7. Guarding the Eye Gate 

Because the eyes are windows of the soul, they must be guarded like a fortress gate. 

Practical steps: 

1. Make a Covenant with Your Eyes – Like Job, who said, “I made a covenant with 
mine eyes; why then should I think upon a maid?” (Job 31:1). 

2. Set No Wicked Thing Before You – Refuse to entertain images that defile (Psalm 
101:3). 

3. Look Away from Evil – Proverbs 4:25–27 urges us to let our eyes look straight on, 
avoiding detours. 

4. Meditate on God’s Word – Fill the eyes with Scripture (Joshua 1:8). 

5. Fix Eyes on Jesus – Hebrews 12:2 commands us to look unto Jesus, the author and 
finisher of faith. 



Guarding the eye gate is not passive avoidance but active direction—choosing where to 
gaze and who to behold. 

 

8. The Eye of Faith 

Not all sight is physical. Faith itself is described as sight: “For we walk by faith, not by sight” 
(2 Corinthians 5:7). 

Moses endured “as seeing Him who is invisible” (Hebrews 11:27). Stephen, filled with the 
Spirit, saw Jesus standing at God’s right hand (Acts 7:55–56). 

The believer’s eyes are transformed by faith, able to see beyond the visible into the eternal. 
This is the eye gate sanctified—illumined by the Spirit to perceive heavenly realities. 

 

9. Eyes in Prophecy and Eternity 

Scripture closes with visions of eyes: 

• The Beast is full of blasphemous eyes (Daniel 7:8). 

• The Lamb is described as having seven eyes, symbolizing perfect vision and 
knowledge (Revelation 5:6). 

• The redeemed will see His face (Revelation 22:4). 

The eye gate is not temporary; it carries into eternity. Either eyes will be darkened in 
judgment or illumined in glory. The destiny of the eyes reflects the destiny of the soul. 

 

10. Conclusion – Single Eyes, Glorified Souls 

The eye is the gate of light or darkness, holiness or corruption. What you see shapes who 
you are. 

Jesus calls us to a single eye—one focused on Him, undistracted by idols or lusts. Through 
this gate, light floods the body, filling the soul with life. Through a corrupt eye, darkness 
floods, enslaving the soul to sin. 

Guard your eyes. Lift them to Christ. Make a covenant with them. And remember that one 
day, the greatest promise of all will be fulfilled: 

“They shall see His face.” (Revelation 22:4) 



The eye gate will one day behold eternal glory. Until then, let the windows of the soul 
remain clean, open only to the light of the Lamb. 
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Introduction – The Ear as a Spiritual Battlefield 

Romans 10:17 declares: “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” 
Yet Genesis 3:1–6 shows that deception also comes by hearing, as Eve lent her ear to the 
serpent’s subtle words. The ear gate is one of the most contested doorways of the human 
temple. What we listen to—whether God’s voice or the serpent’s hiss—determines our 
faith, our obedience, and our destiny. 

The ears are not neutral. They are gateways: portals of faith or of fear, of truth or of lies, of 
worship or of rebellion. Just as eyes are windows of the soul, ears are channels of 
influence. The battle for the soul often begins not with what we see, but with what we hear. 

This essay will explore the biblical theology of hearing: the call to hear God’s voice, the 
danger of hearing serpents and false prophets, and the responsibility of guarding the ear 
gate as stewards of the temple of the Holy Ghost. 

 

1. Hearing in Creation and Covenant 

From the beginning, God designed creation to respond to His voice. Genesis 1 repeatedly 
says, “And God said… and it was so.” The universe itself was birthed by sound—by the 
voice of the Almighty. 

When God formed Israel as His covenant people, the central command began with hearing: 

“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD.” (Deuteronomy 6:4) 

Faith and obedience start with the ear gate. God did not first demand that Israel “see” or 
“touch,” but to hear. Hearing establishes covenant. 

Jesus echoed this emphasis with the refrain: “He that hath ears to hear, let him hear” 
(Matthew 11:15). Spiritual ears, tuned to God, are the mark of true discipleship. 

 



2. The Ear Gate in the Fall 

Genesis 3 reveals the first spiritual battle at the ear gate. 

• The serpent spoke: “Yea, hath God said?” (Genesis 3:1). 

• Eve listened instead of shutting the gate. 

• Doubt entered through her ears before sin entered through her hands. 

The devil did not force Eve; he influenced her by sound. This remains his strategy. Lies 
whispered into ears corrupt the heart and blind the eyes. 

Romans 10:17 links hearing with faith, but Genesis 3:1–6 links hearing with unbelief. The 
same gate can lead to light or darkness depending on whose words enter. 

 

3. The Power of the Spoken Word 

The Bible is filled with examples of words shaping destiny: 

• Blessings and Curses – Isaac’s blessing of Jacob shaped nations (Genesis 27). 
Balaam’s curses were powerless because God’s voice had already blessed Israel 
(Numbers 23). 

• Prophets – God’s word spoken by prophets carried life and judgment. 

• Preaching – Paul reminds us that faith comes by hearing the preached Word 
(Romans 10:14–17). 

The power of the tongue is real (Proverbs 18:21), but its impact depends on whether the ear 
gate is open to receive. 

 

4. The Call to Hear God’s Voice 

Scripture repeatedly urges God’s people to hear His voice: 

• At Sinai – Israel trembled at God’s thunderous words (Exodus 19). 

• In the Psalms – “Today if ye will hear His voice, harden not your hearts.” (Psalm 
95:7–8). 

• In Christ – Jesus said, “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow 
Me.” (John 10:27). 



• In Revelation – Each letter to the churches ends: “He that hath an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit saith.” 

The ear gate is not passive—it requires training, attention, and obedience. Hardened ears 
close the gate to God. Open ears welcome His Spirit. 

 

5. Hearing Serpents – False Voices and Deception 

Just as the serpent deceived Eve, false voices continue to attack the ear gate. 

• False Prophets – Jeremiah 23:16 warns: “Hearken not unto the words of the 
prophets that prophesy unto you: they make you vain: they speak a vision of their 
own heart.” 

• Doctrines of Devils – 1 Timothy 4:1 warns of seducing spirits and teachings 
received through listening ears. 

• Tickling Ears – 2 Timothy 4:3–4 warns of people with itching ears, turning from truth 
to fables. 

Every serpent’s lie begins as a whisper in the ear. Discernment is essential, for not every 
voice is from God. 

 

6. The Consequences of Unhearing Ears 

Biblical history shows tragic outcomes for those who hardened their ears: 

• Pharaoh hardened his heart by refusing to hear Moses. 

• Israel ignored the prophets until judgment came. 

• Jesus lamented: “This people’s ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have 
closed.” (Matthew 13:15). 

A closed ear gate leads to judgment. The refusal to hear God is not neutral; it is rebellion. 

 

7. Guarding the Ear Gate 

If the ears are gates, then they must be guarded diligently. 

Practical biblical strategies: 



1. Selective Hearing – Refuse to lend ears to gossip, slander, or blasphemy. 

2. Meditation on God’s Word – Joshua 1:8 calls us to keep the Word always in our 
mouth and mind. Hearing begins with Scripture. 

3. Testing the Spirits – 1 John 4:1 commands us to test what we hear against God’s 
Word. 

4. Prayerful Silence – Habakkuk 2:20: “The LORD is in his holy temple: let all the earth 
keep silence before him.” A quiet ear can discern God’s still, small voice. 

The ears cannot be left unguarded, for they determine whether the temple is filled with 
truth or lies. 

 

8. Christ the Model Hearer 

Isaiah prophesied of the Messiah: 

“The Lord GOD hath opened mine ear, and I was not rebellious, neither turned away back.” 
(Isaiah 50:5) 

Jesus lived as the perfect hearer. He testified: “The Son can do nothing of himself, but what 
he seeth the Father do… as I hear, I judge.” (John 5:19, 30). 

His entire ministry was rooted in hearing the Father. As His disciples, we are called to the 
same posture: ears opened to God, deaf to the serpent. 

 

9. The Ear in Eternity 

Hearing does not end in this life. 

• In Revelation 5:11, John hears the voices of many angels around the throne. 

• In Revelation 21:3, John hears the great voice from heaven: “Behold, the tabernacle 
of God is with men.” 

• Eternity will be filled with hearing—songs of the redeemed, proclamations of God’s 
glory. 

But for the marked by the Beast, hearing will be torment: wailing, weeping, gnashing of 
teeth. The ear gate that refused God’s voice will be forever closed to joy. 

 



10. Conclusion – Faith or Serpents 

The battle for the ear gate continues daily. Every word we hear either builds faith or breeds 
deception. Every whisper either calls us closer to God or pulls us toward rebellion. 

Faith comes by hearing. So does fear. Salvation comes by hearing the gospel. So does 
deception come by hearing the serpent. The ear gate is never silent—it always admits 
some voice. 

The question is: Whose voice will you hear? 

Jesus’ sheep hear His voice and follow. Eve listened to the serpent and fell. The stakes 
could not be higher. 

Guard your ears. Train them to hear the Shepherd. Shut them to serpents. For in the end, 
every soul will be judged by the voices it chose to heed. 
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Introduction – The Tongue as a Gate of Life and Death 

Proverbs 18:21 states plainly: “Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that 
love it shall eat the fruit thereof.” The mouth is not merely an organ for speech; it is a gate 
through which spiritual power flows. With it, we confess Christ or deny Him, bless or curse, 
worship or blaspheme, build or destroy. 

Unlike the eye gate and the ear gate, which are primarily receivers, the mouth gate is an 
outflowing gate. It releases what fills the heart. Jesus said: “Out of the abundance of the 
heart the mouth speaketh” (Matthew 12:34). Thus, the mouth is not independent; it is the 
voice of the soul. 

This essay will explore how the mouth functions as a gate: the source of confession unto 
salvation, the instrument of worship, the vehicle of blessing, but also the channel of 
corruption. 

 

1. The Theology of the Tongue 

Scripture treats the tongue as a matter of eternal consequence. 



• Salvation – Romans 10:9–10: “If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus… 
thou shalt be saved.” Confession is a gateway to salvation. 

• Judgment – Matthew 12:36–37: “For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy 
words thou shalt be condemned.” Words reveal destiny. 

• Power – James 3:5–6 compares the tongue to a small fire that can set a whole forest 
ablaze. 

The mouth is the steering wheel of the body’s temple. What flows out determines whether 
the temple radiates God’s glory or spreads corruption. 

 

2. The Mouth Gate in Creation and Covenant 

God Himself modeled the power of words in creation: “And God said, Let there be light: and 
there was light” (Genesis 1:3). Creation came by speech. 

Covenants were likewise sealed by words: vows, oaths, blessings, and curses. Abraham’s 
covenant involved spoken promises. Israel’s covenant at Sinai was confirmed by their 
declaration: “All that the LORD hath spoken we will do” (Exodus 19:8). 

Words establish reality. They create covenant. The mouth gate is therefore not casual—it is 
sacred. 

 

3. Confession Unto Salvation 

Romans 10 highlights the centrality of the mouth gate in salvation: 

• Believe in the heart → righteousness. 

• Confess with the mouth → salvation. 

Confession does not create faith but expresses it. The mouth gate testifies to what has 
entered through the ear gate (hearing the gospel) and lodged in the heart. 

Silence at the mouth gate may indicate unbelief in the heart. Conversely, bold confession 
proves true faith. The mouth, then, is the gate of testimony. 

 

4. Worship Through the Mouth Gate 

The psalmist repeatedly urges the use of the mouth in worship: 



• “I will bless the LORD at all times: his praise shall continually be in my mouth.” 
(Psalm 34:1) 

• “With my mouth will I make known thy faithfulness to all generations.” (Psalm 89:1) 

Worship requires verbal release. Though worship is a matter of the heart, it overflows 
through the mouth. Singing, praying, praising—all employ the mouth gate to glorify God. 

Isaiah 6 depicts the prophet’s lips touched with a coal, cleansing him for worship and 
proclamation. God purifies the mouth gate to use it as an instrument of His glory. 

 

5. Blessing and Cursing 

James 3:9–10 exposes the paradox: 

“Therewith bless we God, even the Father; and therewith curse we men… Out of the same 
mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not so to be.” 

The mouth gate can be a fountain of blessing or a sewer of corruption. 

• Blessing – Speaking encouragement, truth, prayer, intercession. 

• Cursing – Gossip, slander, false witness, profanity, murmuring. 

What proceeds from the mouth gate reveals who has control of the temple—God or the 
serpent. 

 

6. The Serpent’s Strategy – Corrupting the Mouth 

Satan has always sought to control the mouth gate: 

• The serpent himself spoke words of deception. 

• False prophets spoke lies to lead Israel astray. 

• Demons in the Gospels often cried out through mouths, confessing Jesus but in 
rebellion. 

The enemy knows that controlling the mouth gate spreads corruption faster than any other 
channel. Words can poison nations, divide churches, and destroy families. 

 

7. The Mouth Gate and Idolatry 



Idolatry often begins with what is spoken: 

• Declaring loyalty to false gods. 

• Speaking empty repetitions in pagan rituals. 

• Blaspheming the name of God. 

Psalm 115:5 mocks idols: “They have mouths, but they speak not.” In contrast, the living 
God speaks and His people are to echo His voice in worship. The mouth gate is meant to be 
filled with truth, not falsehood. 

 

8. Guarding the Mouth Gate 

Scripture gives practical instructions for guarding this gate: 

1. Keep Lips from Deceit – Psalm 34:13: “Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from 
speaking guile.” 

2. Slow to Speak – James 1:19 calls believers to be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow 
to wrath. 

3. Seasoned Speech – Colossians 4:6 urges speech seasoned with salt, ministering 
grace. 

4. No Corrupt Communication – Ephesians 4:29 forbids corrupt words, commanding 
edifying speech. 

The mouth gate requires discipline. Just as priests guarded the temple gates, so must 
believers guard their speech. 

 

9. Christ the Word and Our Pattern 

Jesus is called the Word made flesh (John 1:14). His mouth gate spoke only truth: “Never 
man spake like this man” (John 7:46). He resisted Satan with Scripture, prayed with power, 
and spoke life into the dead. 

His silence before Pilate also demonstrates mastery of the mouth gate. He spoke when 
heaven required and was silent when silence glorified the Father. 

Disciples are called to mirror His mouth—speaking truth, blessing enemies, preaching the 
gospel. 



 

10. Conclusion – A Consecrated Gate 

The mouth gate is the most powerful outflow of the temple. It is the gate of confession unto 
salvation, the gate of worship, the gate of blessing, but also the gate most vulnerable to 
corruption. 

Life and death are indeed in its power. To misuse it is to defile the temple; to consecrate it is 
to glorify God. 

Let every believer pray with the psalmist: 

“Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O 
LORD, my strength, and my redeemer.” (Psalm 19:14) 

The mouth is a gate. Keep it holy. Let it proclaim Christ, sing His praise, bless His people, 
and silence the serpent. 

 

 

5 of 10: Your Body As A Gate – The Mind Gate: Casting Down Imaginations 

 

Introduction – The Battlefield of the Mind 

Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 10:5: 

“Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge 
of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.” 

Of all the gates of the human temple—the eyes, the ears, the mouth, the heart—none is as 
contested as the mind gate. What we allow into our thoughts becomes the blueprint for 
our beliefs, our choices, and our actions. The enemy knows that if he can capture the mind, 
he can influence the soul. God, on the other hand, calls believers to renew the mind 
(Romans 12:2), to think on what is true and pure (Philippians 4:8), and to let the mind of 
Christ rule in them (Philippians 2:5). 

The mind gate is therefore not passive. It is a portal—capable of opening into the Spirit of 
God or into the snares of deception. Ideas, philosophies, and imaginations are more than 
abstract concepts; they are doorways. Through them, either truth or lies enter the temple. 

 



1. The Nature of the Mind Gate 

The mind is the processing center of the soul. It interprets what enters through the eye and 
ear gates, and it gives commands to the mouth and body. 

• Thoughts – The raw materials of the mind. 

• Imagination – The creative faculty that gives form to thoughts. 

• Reasoning – The system of logic by which the mind evaluates truth. 

Thus, the mind gate functions as a control tower. It decides which ideas to entertain and 
which to reject, which imaginations to feed and which to cast down. When Paul speaks of 
“bringing thoughts into captivity,” he is describing active gatekeeping. 

 

2. Imagination as a Doorway 

Imagination is not inherently evil; it is part of God’s design. The prophets often received 
visions in their imagination. Faith itself requires imagination: “Now faith is the substance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1). 

Yet imagination can also become a doorway to deception. Genesis 6:5 says: “Every 
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.” The flood came not only 
because of external corruption but because imaginations had become defiled. 

Imagination is a gate—and the devil seeks to project lies through it. This explains why Paul 
commands believers to cast down imaginations that exalt themselves against God. 

 

3. The Serpent’s Strategy in the Mind 

In Eden, the serpent attacked Eve’s mind through suggestion: 

• “Yea, hath God said?” – planting doubt. 

• “Ye shall not surely die.” – denying truth. 

• “Ye shall be as gods.” – enticing pride. 

The progression was mental before it was physical. Eve sinned with her thoughts before 
she sinned with her hands. 

This strategy repeats throughout history: 

• Satan tempted David to number Israel. 



• He filled Judas with betrayal. 

• He blinded the minds of unbelievers (2 Corinthians 4:4). 

The mind gate remains his chosen battlefield. 

 

4. The Renewal of the Mind 

Romans 12:2 instructs: “Be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind.” Renewal is the 
antidote to corruption. The Spirit reshapes thought patterns to align with truth. 

Renewal involves: 

1. Scripture Saturation – Filling the mind with God’s Word. 

2. Spirit Sensitivity – Yielding to the Spirit’s prompting. 

3. Sanctified Thinking – Choosing to dwell on what is pure (Philippians 4:8). 

4. Submitting Imaginations – Refusing thoughts that oppose Christ. 

The mind gate cannot renew itself. Only the Spirit can rebuild it into the likeness of Christ. 

 

5. Strongholds in the Mind 

Paul speaks of “strongholds” in 2 Corinthians 10:4. Strongholds are fortified lies that 
control thinking. They may take the form of: 

• False Doctrines – Religious error masquerading as truth. 

• Philosophies of Men – Humanism, relativism, secularism. 

• Personal Lies – “I am worthless,” “God cannot forgive me.” 

• Sinful Patterns – Addictions, lust, bitterness, pride. 

These strongholds are maintained through repetition of lies. The only weapon that pulls 
them down is the Word of God, sharper than any sword (Hebrews 4:12). 

 

6. Bringing Thoughts into Captivity 

Paul’s instruction is militant: every thought must be arrested and made obedient to Christ. 
This requires vigilance. 



Practical steps include: 

• Recognize – Identify thoughts that contradict Scripture. 

• Reject – Refuse to entertain lies or sinful imaginations. 

• Replace – Meditate on God’s truth. 

• Resist – Use Scripture as Jesus did in the wilderness. 

The mind gate must be patrolled. To let thoughts wander unchecked is to leave the temple 
gates unguarded. 

 

7. The Mind of Christ 

Philippians 2:5 exhorts: “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.” The 
believer is not merely called to manage thoughts but to adopt the very mindset of Christ. 

• Humility – Esteeming others better than self. 

• Obedience – Submitting fully to the Father’s will. 

• Focus – Setting joy before Him, enduring the cross. 

The mind gate sanctified by Christ becomes a channel for divine wisdom and peace. 

 

8. The Spirit’s Role in the Mind 

Romans 8:6 declares: “To be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life 
and peace.” The Spirit reshapes the mind, producing fruit of peace and discernment. 

The Spirit also illuminates Scripture, making the Word living and active in the mind. Without 
the Spirit, the mind remains darkened (Ephesians 4:18). With the Spirit, the mind becomes 
a temple filled with light. 

 

9. The Mind in Prophecy and Eternity 

Scripture portrays both the corruption and redemption of the mind: 

• The Beast deceives the world through lying wonders, capturing minds (Revelation 
13). 



• The redeemed are sealed with God’s name in their foreheads (Revelation 22:4), 
symbolizing sanctified minds. 

Eternity itself will be marked by minds fully aligned with God’s will. Until then, the battle 
continues at the gate of imagination and thought. 

 

10. Conclusion – Guard the Gate, Cast Down the Lie 

The mind is a gate. Left unguarded, it admits serpents. Guarded by the Spirit, it admits 
truth. 

Paul’s command to cast down imaginations remains urgent. The church must resist 
philosophies that exalt themselves against God and bring every thought under Christ’s 
lordship. 

Victory begins in the mind. Holiness begins in the mind. Worship begins in the mind. The 
destiny of the soul begins in the mind. 

Guard the gate. Fill it with Scripture. Yield it to the Spirit. Cast down the lie. Exalt the truth. 

For one day, the redeemed will stand before God, their minds no longer contested, but fully 
transformed into the mind of Christ forever. 

 

 

6 of 10: Your Body As A Gate – The Heart Gate: The Seat of Affections 

 

Introduction – Guarding the Wellspring of Life 

Proverbs 4:23 gives a command that resonates across Scripture: 

“Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.” 

The heart in biblical thought is not simply the organ that pumps blood, nor even only the 
seat of emotions. It is the core of the person—the seat of affections, desires, and loyalties. 
What the heart loves determines what the eyes seek, what the ears believe, what the 
mouth speaks, and what the mind entertains. The heart is the gatekeeper of the temple of 
the soul. 

To guard the heart is to guard the entire temple. To let the heart be corrupted is to let the 
whole man be defiled. The heart gate is therefore the most critical entrance in the believer’s 



body-temple. This essay will explore the biblical theology of the heart: its centrality, its 
dangers, its affections, and the way Christ transforms it into a holy sanctuary. 

 

1. The Biblical Concept of the Heart 

In Scripture, the heart represents the inner man. 

• Thoughts – Genesis 6:5 speaks of “every imagination of the thoughts of his heart.” 

• Emotions – John 14:1: “Let not your heart be troubled.” 

• Will – Daniel “purposed in his heart” (Daniel 1:8). 

• Faith – Romans 10:10: “With the heart man believeth unto righteousness.” 

Thus, the heart encompasses mind, emotions, and will. It is the control center of life, 
determining direction and destiny. 

 

2. The Heart Gate as the Seat of Affections 

The heart is where our loves dwell. Jesus declared the law summarized as: 

“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart.” (Matthew 22:37) 

Affections, whether holy or sinful, govern the heart gate. If love is directed toward God, the 
heart gate opens to light. If love is directed toward idols, the heart gate opens to darkness. 

Affections are therefore not optional. What the heart loves determines the path of life. 

 

3. The Danger of a Divided Heart 

Scripture warns repeatedly against a divided heart: 

• Hosea 10:2: “Their heart is divided; now shall they be found faulty.” 

• James 1:8: “A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.” 

A divided heart attempts to love both God and the world. Jesus warns this is impossible: 
“Ye cannot serve God and mammon.” (Matthew 6:24). The gate cannot be open to both 
kingdoms. 

A divided heart is like a temple with two altars—one to Yahweh, one to Baal. Sooner or 
later, one will rule. 



 

4. Emotions as Gatekeepers 

The heart gate is deeply tied to emotions. Joy, sorrow, anger, fear—each emotion can either 
sanctify or corrupt. 

• Fear can lead to faith when directed toward God, or despair when directed toward 
man. 

• Anger can be righteous zeal or destructive rage. 

• Love can be holy devotion or sinful lust. 

Emotions themselves are not sin, but they serve as swinging gates. Left unchecked, they 
open to serpents. Disciplined by the Spirit, they open to God. 

 

5. Desires and Loyalties 

The heart gate is shaped by desire and loyalty. Psalm 37:4 promises: 

“Delight thyself also in the LORD: and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart.” 

God does not promise to grant every wish but to shape desires when delight is in Him. 
Conversely, lustful desires open the heart gate to corruption (James 1:14–15). 

Loyalty also matters: “Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” (Matthew 6:21). 
If loyalty belongs to mammon, the heart gate is compromised. If loyalty belongs to Christ, 
the gate is secure. 

 

6. The Hardened Heart 

One of Scripture’s most terrifying conditions is a hardened heart. 

• Pharaoh hardened his heart against God’s voice. 

• Israel hardened their hearts in the wilderness (Hebrews 3:8). 

• Jesus rebuked disciples for hardness of heart (Mark 16:14). 

A hardened heart is a closed gate. It resists God’s Word, quenches the Spirit, and locks out 
repentance. The longer it remains shut, the harder it becomes to open. 

 



7. Guarding the Heart Gate 

Proverbs 4:23 demands diligence in guarding the heart. How? 

1. Filter Inputs – Protect what enters through eyes and ears, for they feed the heart. 

2. Confession and Repentance – Keep the gate cleansed from sin. 

3. Meditation on Scripture – Fill the heart with truth. 

4. Prayer – Invite God’s peace to guard hearts and minds (Philippians 4:7). 

5. Fellowship – Surround the heart with godly influences. 

The heart gate cannot be left unguarded; the enemy prowls for entry. 

 

8. Christ the King of the Heart 

The gospel promises not merely forgiveness but transformation. God promised in Ezekiel 
36:26: 

“A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you.” 

Christ reigns not only in heaven but in the heart. Paul prayed that “Christ may dwell in your 
hearts by faith” (Ephesians 3:17). When He sits on the throne of the heart, affections are 
reordered, desires are purified, loyalties are secured. 

 

9. The Heart in Worship and Eternity 

Worship flows from the heart gate. Jesus said true worshipers worship in spirit and in truth 
(John 4:23). Empty lips without the heart are vain (Matthew 15:8). 

Eternity itself is measured by the heart: 

• The pure in heart shall see God (Matthew 5:8). 

• God’s name will be written on hearts as well as foreheads (Hebrews 8:10, 
Revelation 22:4). 

The heart gate will one day be eternally secured in glory, never again open to corruption. 

 

10. Conclusion – The Seat of Affections 



The heart is the seat of affections, desires, and loyalties. It is the fountain of life and the 
gate of destiny. To guard it is to guard the whole temple; to neglect it is to invite ruin. 

Every other gate—eye, ear, mouth, mind—flows into the heart. And from the heart flow the 
issues of life. 

The believer’s task is clear: love God with all the heart, guard it with diligence, and enthrone 
Christ within. For one day, the heart will be perfectly pure, eternally aflame with holy 
affection, sealed forever as the temple of the living God. 

 

 

7 of 10: Your Body As A Gate – The Sexual Gate: Covenant or Corruption 

 

Introduction – The Holiest and Most Abused Gate 

Of all the gates of the human body, none carries both the sacredness and the danger of the 
sexual gate. Genesis 2:24 declares: 

“Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and 
they shall be one flesh.” 

Sexual intimacy is not simply biological—it is spiritual. It opens a profound gate in the 
temple of the body, joining two souls, sealing covenant, and creating new life. Yet because 
of its power, it is also the most targeted by Satan for corruption. Paul warns in 1 Corinthians 
6:16: 

“What? know ye not that he which is joined to an harlot is one body? for two, saith he, shall 
be one flesh.” 

This essay will explore how sexuality functions as a gate: either sanctified in covenant 
marriage or corrupted through fornication, adultery, and perversion. 

 

1. The Sexual Gate in Creation 

From the beginning, sexuality was designed by God as holy. 

• Creation of Male and Female – Genesis 1:27 emphasizes the complementarity of 
male and female. 

• Mandate to Multiply – Genesis 1:28: “Be fruitful, and multiply.” 



• One Flesh Union – Genesis 2:24 sets forth the blueprint for covenant intimacy. 

The sexual gate was not an afterthought but part of God’s very design. It was to be the holy 
portal through which covenant is sealed and life is brought forth. 

 

2. The Covenant of One Flesh 

Sexual intimacy in marriage is not simply physical union; it is covenant sealing. 

• One Flesh – More than a metaphor, it describes deep spiritual and emotional 
joining. 

• Exclusive Union – Marriage makes two one; the sexual gate closes to all others. 

• Reflecting Christ and the Church – Ephesians 5:31–32 shows marriage as a 
mystery that pictures Christ’s union with His bride. 

Thus, the sexual gate sanctified in marriage becomes a temple altar where covenant is 
celebrated, intimacy is holy, and God is glorified. 

 

3. The Corruption of Fornication 

Paul warns in 1 Corinthians 6:18: “Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without 
the body; but he that committeth fornication sinneth against his own body.” 

Why does sexual sin carry unique weight? Because the sexual gate is uniquely powerful. It 
joins souls. To misuse it is to defile the temple. 

Forms of corruption include: 

• Fornication – Sex outside of marriage. 

• Adultery – Breaking covenant with another. 

• Homosexuality – Distorting God’s design of male and female. 

• Pornography – Perverting the imagination through visual lust. 

Each corruption opens the sexual gate to spiritual defilement, unholy soul ties, and 
demonic influence. 

 

4. Soul Ties and Spiritual Consequences 



The sexual gate forges bonds deeper than flesh. Paul says, “He which is joined to an harlot 
is one body.” This implies that intimacy creates soul ties. 

Holy ties (marriage) bind in covenant. Unholy ties (fornication) bind in corruption. Many 
carry wounds, guilt, and spiritual oppression because of unholy bonds forged at the sexual 
gate. 

Deliverance often requires confession, repentance, and renouncing of these ties, inviting 
Christ to cleanse the temple. 

 

5. The Old Testament Warnings 

Israel was repeatedly warned about sexual corruption: 

• Sodom and Gomorrah – Judged for abominations. 

• Canaanites – Their sexual perversions defiled the land (Leviticus 18). 

• Prostitutes and Idols – Israel was condemned for harlotry with idols, often tied to 
sexual rites. 

Sexual corruption is not merely personal but national—it defiles entire peoples and invites 
judgment. 

 

6. The New Testament Commands 

The apostles were equally clear: 

• Acts 15:20 urged Gentile converts to abstain from fornication. 

• 1 Thessalonians 4:3–4: “This is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye 
should abstain from fornication.” 

• Hebrews 13:4: “Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but 
whoremongers and adulterers God will judge.” 

The New Covenant sanctifies the sexual gate through purity and marriage, warning sternly 
against corruption. 

 

7. The Spiritual Warfare of the Sexual Gate 

Because the sexual gate is sacred, Satan wages relentless war against it. His strategy: 



1. Distort – Present lust as love, fornication as freedom. 

2. Defile – Flood the eye and ear gates with pornography and filth. 

3. Destroy – Break marriages, corrupt youth, enslave in addiction. 

The sexual gate, once defiled, leads to hardened hearts, darkened minds, and enslaved 
bodies. 

 

8. Redeeming the Sexual Gate 

The good news: Christ redeems even this gate. 

• Forgiveness – The woman caught in adultery was forgiven (John 8). 

• Cleansing – Paul wrote to Corinthians who had been fornicators, but were now 
washed and sanctified (1 Corinthians 6:11). 

• Restoration – God can heal wounds, break unholy ties, and restore purity. 

The sexual gate can be cleansed, consecrated, and returned to covenant holiness through 
Christ. 

 

9. Eternal Picture – The Bride of Christ 

Sexuality points beyond itself to eternity. The one flesh covenant is a shadow of the greater 
union: Christ and His Church. Revelation 19 speaks of the marriage supper of the Lamb. 

The purified sexual gate in marriage prepares us for the eternal union with Christ, where 
intimacy is perfected not in flesh but in spirit. 

 

10. Conclusion – Covenant or Corruption 

The sexual gate is the most profound of all gates. It can be a place of holy covenant, sealing 
love, producing life, and reflecting Christ. Or it can be a place of corruption, defiling the 
temple, creating unholy bonds, and inviting judgment. 

The choice is stark: covenant or corruption. The believer must guard the sexual gate 
diligently, reserving it for the covenant of marriage, consecrated by God, reflecting the 
union with Christ. 

 



8 of 10: Your Body As A Gate – Strange Fire at the Gate: Unauthorized Access 

 

Introduction – The Danger of Unauthorized Gates 

Leviticus 10:1–2 records a tragic event: 

“And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his censer, and put fire 
therein, and put incense thereon, and offered strange fire before the LORD, which he 
commanded them not. 
And there went out fire from the LORD, and devoured them, and they died before the 
LORD.” 

The tabernacle had just been consecrated. The glory of the Lord had appeared, and fire had 
fallen from heaven upon the altar. But Aaron’s sons attempted to bring their own fire—
unauthorized, counterfeit, strange. The result was instant judgment. 

This event is not just ancient history. It reveals a principle: when men attempt to access the 
divine realm through unauthorized gates—sorcery, witchcraft, pharmakeia, occult 
practices—they invite destruction. The body as temple is designed for the indwelling Spirit 
of God, not for counterfeit access to the unseen. Yet fallen humanity continually seeks 
back doors, strange fires, and forbidden rituals to breach the spiritual world apart from 
God. 

This essay will explore how the “strange fire” of occultism seeks unauthorized access 
through the gates of the body. We will examine biblical warnings, the modern resurgence of 
pharmakeia, and the parallels between Nadab and Abihu’s error and today’s occult 
experimentation. 

 

1. Strange Fire Defined 

Strange fire is any attempt to bring worship, access, or power into God’s presence through 
human invention rather than divine command. 

• Nadab and Abihu used their own fire instead of the fire that fell from heaven. 

• Cain brought his own sacrifice rather than the blood God required. 

• Saul offered sacrifice instead of waiting for Samuel (1 Samuel 13). 

Strange fire always substitutes man’s way for God’s. In doing so, it attempts to breach the 
spiritual gate unlawfully. 



 

2. The Biblical Prohibition Against Unauthorized Access 

Scripture repeatedly warns against occult practices: 

• Deuteronomy 18:10–12 – forbids divination, witchcraft, sorcery, necromancy. 

• Leviticus 20:6 – warns against consulting familiar spirits. 

• Isaiah 8:19 – rebukes seeking to the dead instead of the living God. 

• Acts 19:19 – new believers burned their occult books in Ephesus. 

Unauthorized access is not harmless curiosity. It is rebellion against God’s order, opening 
gates to demonic influence. 

 

3. Sorcery and the Earthen Vessel 

The body is God’s temple. When sorcery is practiced, it seeks to manipulate the temple for 
counterfeit access: 

• Incantations misuse the mouth gate. 

• Hallucinogens misuse the mind gate. 

• Sexual rites misuse the sexual gate. 

• Idolatry misdirects the heart gate. 

Instead of the Spirit filling the temple, strange fire invites unclean spirits. This is why Paul 
commands: “Neither give place to the devil.” (Ephesians 4:27). 

 

4. Pharmakeia – Drugs and Sorcery 

The Greek word pharmakeia (translated “sorcery”) appears in Galatians 5:20 and 
Revelation 18:23. It refers to the use of potions, drugs, and enchantments to open altered 
states of consciousness. 

• Ancient sorcery often used hallucinogens to induce visions. 

• Modern occultism uses similar methods through psychedelics and narcotics. 

• Revelation 18:23 says: “For by thy sorceries [pharmakeia] were all nations 
deceived.” 



The end-time deception is tied directly to pharmakeia—chemical strange fire opening 
unauthorized gates into the spiritual. 

 

5. The Lure of Unauthorized Knowledge 

At the core of strange fire is the lust for forbidden knowledge. Genesis 3 reveals the pattern: 

• “Your eyes shall be opened.” 

• “Ye shall be as gods.” 

This lie drives occultism: promises of enlightenment, secret wisdom, hidden power. But 
Proverbs 9:17 warns: “Stolen waters are sweet, and bread eaten in secret is pleasant. But 
he knoweth not that the dead are there.” 

Unauthorized knowledge leads not to light but to death. 

 

6. Nadab and Abihu – A Parable for Today 

The story of Nadab and Abihu is a sobering picture for modern times. 

• They were priests—consecrated, yet careless. 

• They were in the temple—near God’s glory, yet unholy. 

• They offered fire—religious activity, but not divinely authorized. 

So it is today: many approach God with strange fire—mixing worship with occult practices, 
syncretizing Christianity with New Age, opening gates God never sanctioned. Judgment is 
as real now as then. 

 

7. Modern Strange Fire – Occult Practices Today 

Unauthorized access manifests in many ways: 

1. Witchcraft – spells, rituals, incantations. 

2. Astrology – seeking guidance from stars instead of God. 

3. Channeling and Mediumship – consulting spirits of the dead. 

4. Yoga and Mysticism – opening “chakras” as spiritual gates. 



5. Transhumanism and AI Occultism – merging with machines to breach dimensions. 

Each seeks to bypass Christ the Door (John 10:9), attempting entrance by another way. 
Jesus calls such intruders “thieves and robbers.” 

 

8. The Spiritual Cost of Strange Fire 

Engaging strange fire has consequences: 

• Bondage – Participants become enslaved to spirits. 

• Defilement – The temple is polluted. 

• Judgment – Nadab and Abihu died instantly; others suffer spiritual death. 

• Deception – Strange fire blinds eyes and hardens hearts. 

Unauthorized access is never neutral—it brings lasting defilement unless cleansed by 
Christ’s blood. 

 

9. Christ the Only Authorized Gate 

Jesus declared in John 10:9: 

“I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and 
find pasture.” 

Christ is the only authorized access to the Father. All other gates are counterfeit. The Spirit 
is the only authorized fire—falling from heaven upon the altar, filling the believer’s temple. 

The answer to strange fire is the true fire of Pentecost. When God fills the temple, there is 
no room for unauthorized flames. 

 

10. Conclusion – Keep the Gates Holy 

The lesson of Nadab and Abihu echoes still: do not bring strange fire before the Lord. The 
gates of the body are sacred: eyes, ears, mouth, mind, heart, sexual gate. To misuse them 
through sorcery, pharmakeia, or occult practices is to invite unauthorized access, opening 
the temple to destruction. 



But Christ, the true Door, sanctifies the gates. His Spirit fills the temple with holy fire. 
Believers must therefore guard against strange fire, renounce occult access, and open only 
to the flame of God’s Spirit. 

For in the end, strange fire brings death, but the true fire brings eternal life. 

 

 

9 of 10: Your Body As A Gate – Christ the Door: The Only Authorized Entry 

 

Introduction – The Exclusivity of the Door 

In John 10:9, Jesus declared: 

“I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and 
find pasture.” 

This is not metaphorical sentiment but a definitive claim: there is only one authorized entry 
into the presence of God. Just as the Old Testament temple had prescribed gates and 
procedures for entry, so the New Covenant has one singular gate: Christ Himself. Every 
other path is strange fire, unlawful intrusion, or theft. Jesus warns that those who attempt 
entry “some other way” are thieves and robbers (John 10:1). 

In the context of our study on the body as a temple, this truth carries dual application. First, 
Christ is the only authorized entry into the kingdom of God. Second, His Spirit guards the 
temple gates of our bodies, ensuring that what enters aligns with His will. This essay will 
explore Christ as the Door, the exclusivity of His access, the Spirit’s role as gatekeeper, and 
the necessity of rejecting all counterfeit entries. 

 

1. The Door in Biblical Typology 

The imagery of a door appears throughout Scripture, pointing to Christ. 

• Noah’s Ark – Genesis 7:16 says the Lord shut the door after Noah entered. Only 
those inside were saved. Christ is the ark, and He is the only door of salvation. 

• The Passover – Blood was applied to the doorposts (Exodus 12:7). Judgment 
passed over only where blood marked the entry. Christ’s blood is our door of 
deliverance. 



• The Temple Gates – Only priests could enter through the temple doors, and only by 
blood sacrifice. Christ is both priest and door, granting us access by His own blood 
(Hebrews 10:19–20). 

• The Shepherd’s Fold – John 10 depicts the shepherd as the door of the sheepfold. 
Sheep enter only through Him, protected from wolves and thieves. 

These foreshadows converge in Christ’s declaration: “I am the door.” He is the only 
authorized gate of salvation and worship. 

 

2. Christ the Exclusive Access to God 

The exclusivity of Christ is offensive in a pluralistic world, but it is central to the gospel. 

• John 14:6: “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but 
by me.” 

• Acts 4:12: “Neither is there salvation in any other.” 

• 1 Timothy 2:5: “One mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.” 

Every other religion, philosophy, or spiritual practice offers unauthorized entry. Christ alone 
is the Door sanctioned by God. To attempt another way is not only futile but criminal—
thieves and robbers scaling the wall of the sheepfold. 

 

3. The Spirit as Guardian of the Gates 

The Holy Spirit indwells the temple of the believer, guarding its gates. Just as temple guards 
once stood watch at Jerusalem’s gates, so the Spirit now protects the sanctity of the 
believer’s body. 

• Conviction – The Spirit convicts us when unauthorized influences seek to enter. 

• Discernment – The Spirit grants discernment to recognize false doctrine or 
temptation. 

• Power – The Spirit empowers us to shut the gates to sin and open them to 
righteousness. 

Thus, while Christ is the Door of salvation, the Spirit functions as the gatekeeper of the 
temple, ensuring only what is holy enters and abides. 

 



4. Unauthorized Entry – Thieves and Robbers 

John 10:1 warns: 

“He that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the 
same is a thief and a robber.” 

Unauthorized entry takes many forms: 

• False Prophets – Claiming access to God apart from Christ. 

• Occult Practices – Attempting to open spiritual doors through sorcery, witchcraft, 
or pharmakeia. 

• Human Religion – Systems of works, rituals, or philosophies substituting for Christ. 

Each is a counterfeit gate, and all lead to destruction. 

 

5. The Door of Salvation 

Christ’s declaration in John 10:9 offers profound promises: 

1. “He shall be saved” – Entry through the door guarantees salvation. 

2. “He shall go in and out” – The believer enjoys freedom of access to God. 

3. “He shall find pasture” – Entry brings provision, rest, and sustenance. 

The door is not only an entry to safety but also to abundant life. Jesus contrasts Himself 
with the thief, who comes to steal, kill, and destroy. The true door brings life more 
abundantly (John 10:10). 

 

6. The Door of Worship 

Access to God’s presence is only through Christ. Hebrews 10:19–20 declares: 

“Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a 
new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us…” 

The Old Covenant restricted access to the temple’s Most Holy Place. But Christ, the Door, 
tore the veil, granting all believers direct entry. Worship no longer requires priests or rituals 
of law—it requires entry through Christ. 

 



7. The Door of the Heart 

Revelation 3:20 portrays Christ standing at the door: 

“Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will 
come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.” 

Though Christ is the door to God, He also seeks entry into our hearts. The paradox is rich: 
He is both the Door and the Guest. The heart gate must open to Him, for He will not force 
entry. He knocks, awaiting faith and surrender. 

 

8. Casting Down Counterfeit Doors 

Believers must be vigilant against counterfeit doors: 

• The Door of Self – Trusting in one’s own goodness. 

• The Door of Religion – Relying on rituals and traditions. 

• The Door of Mysticism – Seeking experiences outside of Christ. 

• The Door of Worldly Wisdom – Embracing philosophies that exalt themselves 
against God. 

Each is strange fire, unauthorized access. Only Christ is the true Door. 

 

9. The Eschatological Door 

Revelation 4:1 shows John seeing “a door opened in heaven.” This door reveals God’s 
throne and signals the unfolding of end-time events. The door to eternity is Christ Himself, 
who alone has authority to open or shut (Revelation 3:7). 

For the redeemed, this door opens into eternal glory. For the lost, it remains shut forever 
(Matthew 25:10–12). The parable of the ten virgins illustrates the urgency: once the door is 
closed, it will not reopen. 

 

10. Conclusion – Christ the Door and the Spirit the Gatekeeper 

Christ is the only authorized Door into salvation, worship, and eternal life. All other doors 
are counterfeit, unauthorized, and deadly. The Spirit guards the temple gates of the 
believer’s body, ensuring that only what is holy enters. 



The call is urgent: enter through Christ, keep the gates pure, and reject strange fire. For the 
day is coming when the door will be shut, and only those who entered through Christ will 
dwell in the pasture of eternal life. 

The body is a temple. The gates are sacred. Christ is the Door. The Spirit is the Guardian. 
Together, they secure our access to God, keeping us from thieves, robbers, and strange 
fires. 

 

 

10 of 10: Your Body As A Gate – Watchmen at the Gates: Living as Guardians of the 
Temple 

 

Introduction – The Call to Spiritual Watchfulness 

Throughout this series, we have explored the body as a temple, each part functioning as a 
gate—eyes, ears, mouth, mind, heart, sexuality, imagination. We have seen that each gate 
is both vulnerable to corruption and capable of great holiness when yielded to God. Now 
we arrive at the final step: the believer’s responsibility to act as a watchman at the gates. 

The concept of watchmen is woven throughout Scripture. Ezekiel was appointed a 
watchman over Israel (Ezekiel 3:17). Jesus commanded His disciples to “watch and pray” 
(Matthew 26:41). Paul warned believers to “watch ye, stand fast in the faith” (1 Corinthians 
16:13). The image is consistent: a faithful guard posted at the walls, alert against intruders, 
vigilant for the safety of the people. 

Applied to the temple of the body, the believer must stand as a watchman at his own 
gates—eyes, ears, mouth, mind, and heart. The Spirit indwells the temple, but we are 
charged to guard it diligently, discerning what enters, resisting the enemy, and yielding only 
to the Spirit of God. 

 

1. The Role of a Watchman in Scripture 

A watchman’s job was simple but demanding: stay alert, identify threats, and sound the 
alarm. 

• Ezekiel 33:7 – God told Ezekiel: “I have set thee a watchman unto the house of 
Israel; therefore thou shalt hear the word at my mouth, and warn them from me.” 



• Isaiah 62:6 – God appointed watchmen on Jerusalem’s walls who would never hold 
their peace. 

• Habakkuk 2:1 – The prophet said: “I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the 
tower.” 

The watchman is responsible not only for himself but for others. His failure can bring 
destruction. His faithfulness preserves life. 

So it is for the believer: to be careless with one’s own gates is to invite ruin. To be vigilant is 
to protect not only oneself but also the testimony of Christ and the body of believers. 

 

2. The Enemy at the Gates 

The enemy’s strategy has always been infiltration. He does not always attack with open 
force; often he slips through gates left unguarded. 

• Through the Eyes – David’s unguarded glance at Bathsheba opened a flood of sin. 

• Through the Ears – Eve’s listening ear to the serpent birthed the fall. 

• Through the Mouth – Israel’s murmuring tongues brought judgment in the 
wilderness. 

• Through the Mind – Satan filled Judas’ heart with betrayal. 

• Through the Heart – Ananias and Sapphira lied to the Spirit, their hearts divided. 

Every spiritual downfall has a gate left unguarded. The believer’s task is vigilance. 

 

3. The Watchman’s Tools 

God does not call us to guard the gates in our own strength. He equips His watchmen with 
spiritual weapons. 

• The Word of God – Our standard of truth and sword of the Spirit. 

• Prayer – Constant communion with God, the lifeline of vigilance. 

• The Spirit – Discernment, conviction, and power to resist. 

• Fellowship – Accountability among other believers as co-watchmen. 



• The Armor of God – Helmet, shield, breastplate, girdle, shoes—all designed for 
defense against the enemy (Ephesians 6:10–18). 

The faithful watchman must use all these tools to guard the temple gates. 

 

4. The Danger of Sleeping Watchmen 

Isaiah 56:10 laments: 

“His watchmen are blind: they are all ignorant, they are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark; 
sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber.” 

A sleeping watchman is worse than no watchman at all—his negligence invites the enemy. 
Jesus warned of servants sleeping when the master returns (Mark 13:35–36). The parable of 
the ten virgins depicts five sleeping without oil, unprepared for the Bridegroom’s arrival. 

To neglect the gates is spiritual slumber. Many believers stumble not because of violent 
assaults but because of careless watchfulness, leaving their gates open to lust, lies, or 
laziness. 

 

5. Watchmen in the Last Days 

The call to watchfulness is heightened in the last days. Jesus said in Matthew 24:42: 

“Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come.” 

The last days will bring deception, false Christs, false prophets, and lawlessness. The 
believer must guard the gates more than ever: 

• Watch the eye gate against the images of idolatry and lust. 

• Watch the ear gate against false teaching. 

• Watch the mouth gate lest words betray faith. 

• Watch the mind gate against philosophies exalting themselves against Christ. 

• Watch the heart gate against coldness or divided loyalty. 

The true watchman discerns spirits, tests every word, and stands firm. 

 

6. Yielding to the Spirit of God 



Ultimately, no believer can guard the gates by willpower alone. The Spirit must guard the 
temple. Psalm 127:1 warns: 

“Except the LORD keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain.” 

The Spirit is the divine gatekeeper. He warns, convicts, teaches, and empowers. The 
believer’s task is not self-reliant vigilance but Spirit-filled surrender. 

• When the Spirit says “close the gate,” we obey. 

• When the Spirit says “open the gate,” we receive. 

• When the Spirit says “stand guard,” we remain steadfast. 

Yielding to the Spirit is the secret of successful watchmanship. 

 

7. The Watchman’s Reward 

Faithful watchmen are promised reward: 

• Ezekiel 3:19 – Deliverance from guilt when warning faithfully. 

• Matthew 24:46 – Blessed is the servant found watching when the Master returns. 

• Revelation 3:12 – The overcomer becomes a pillar in God’s temple, never to go out. 

The vigilant believer will hear the words, “Well done, good and faithful servant.” 

 

8. Application – Living as Watchmen Today 

What does it look like to live as a watchman at the gates in daily life? 

1. Personal Purity – Refusing to let unclean images or words into the temple. 

2. Doctrinal Vigilance – Testing every teaching against Scripture. 

3. Prayer Watch – Rising early or staying awake to intercede. 

4. Family Guardianship – Watching over the gates of one’s home, protecting children 
from corruption. 

5. Cultural Discernment – Recognizing the infiltration of worldly philosophies and 
resisting them. 



The watchman lifestyle is not paranoia but discernment—alertness fueled by love for God’s 
holiness. 

 

9. Christ the Ultimate Watchman 

While believers are called to guard their gates, Christ Himself is the ultimate Watchman. 

• Psalm 121:4: “Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep.” 

• John 17:12: Jesus prayed, “While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy 
name.” 

• 1 Peter 2:25: Christ is the Shepherd and Bishop (Guardian) of souls. 

Our watchmanship is secondary, under His perfect guardianship. He stands at the temple 
doors, ensuring the enemy cannot prevail. 

 

10. Conclusion – Be Found Watching 

This series has traced every gate of the body as a temple of the Spirit. Now the charge is 
clear: be a faithful watchman. Guard the gates. Discern the spirits. Yield only to the Spirit of 
God. 

The believer who sleeps will find the temple invaded. The believer who stands watch, filled 
with the Spirit, will find the temple radiant with glory. Christ the Door grants access; the 
Spirit keeps guard; the believer stands watch. 

The end is near. The trumpet will sound. The Master will return. May He find us watching, 
our gates secured, our temples filled with the Spirit, our eyes lifted toward the eternal city 
whose gates will never shut. 

 

 

Conclusion – Guarding the Gates Until the King Returns 

We began this series with Paul’s reminder that our bodies are not our own—they are the 
temples of the Holy Ghost. Like the ancient temple, we too have gates: entry points through 
which influences, affections, and allegiances pass. The eye gate, ear gate, mouth gate, 
mind gate, heart gate, and even the sexual gate—all of them are doorways into the 
sanctuary of the soul. Each has the power to glorify God or to invite corruption. 



We have seen how every gate is contested: the serpent whispers through the ear, 
temptations dance before the eye, pride fills the mouth, imaginations exalt themselves in 
the mind, affections wander in the heart, and intimacy is either covenant or corruption. We 
studied how strange fire seeks unauthorized access, how Christ alone is the Door, and how 
we must live as watchmen until the Lord comes. 

The lesson is clear: what enters determines what dwells, and what dwells determines 
what flows out. 

• If Christ dwells within, the gates radiate life, blessing, truth, and holiness. 

• If the serpent finds entry, the temple becomes defiled, and strange fire consumes 
instead of sanctifies. 

But the believer is not left defenseless. The Spirit of God indwells the temple. He convicts, 
empowers, and guards. Our responsibility is to cooperate—to be alert watchmen who test 
every spirit, guard every thought, discipline every word, and dedicate every affection to 
Christ. 

This is no light calling. The last days are filled with counterfeit doors, unauthorized fires, 
and relentless attacks on the gates of the body and the gates of the church. Yet the promise 
of Christ stands firm: “I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved.” (John 
10:9). 

Therefore, let us resolve to live as consecrated temples, with gates fortified, altars holy, and 
hearts aflame. Let us watch and pray, not in fear, but in faith, awaiting the day when the 
gates of the New Jerusalem will never shut, and the Lamb Himself will be our temple and 
our light. 

Until then, may every believer live as a faithful guardian of the gates—open only to the Spirit 
of God, shut to every serpent, waiting for the return of the King. 

 


