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Burning Down Purgatory – Series Introduction 

 

The Big Lie with a Price Tag 

You can dress it up in candles, lace, and Latin chants, but at the end of the day purgatory is 
nothing more than Rome’s most successful con job. It’s not Bible, it’s not gospel, it’s not 
even halfway honest. It’s a scarecrow dressed in church clothes—propped up in the 
graveyard to keep the gullible trembling while the priests run their money machines. 

Purgatory is the perfect racket: sell men relief from a fire that doesn’t exist. Keep them in 
fear, keep them paying, keep them dependent on the Church instead of Christ. And what’s 
the excuse? “Tradition.” Ghost stories. Apparitions. Apocrypha. Anything but the Book. 

But the Book speaks plain: “It is finished” (John 19:30). “For by one offering he hath 
perfected for ever them that are sanctified” (Heb. 10:14). “Absent from the body, 
and…present with the Lord” (2 Cor. 5:8). Finished, perfected, present. Not fire, not waiting, 
not Rome’s racket. 

 

Why This Series Matters 

This series—Burning Down Purgatory—isn’t a polite “dialogue” with Rome. It’s a demolition 
job. We’re not here to sip tea and compare traditions. We’re here to bulldoze the myth of 
purgatory with the dynamite of Scripture. 

Fr. Seraphim Rose and his book The Soul After Death gave Rome some fresh smoke to 
pump into their machine. Toll-houses, apparitions, mystical stories—they took his 
Orthodox fog and tried to sell it as Catholic fire. But Rose himself said toll-houses aren’t 
purgatory. Didn’t matter. Rome will hijack anything to keep the scam running. 

This series strips away the smoke and shows what’s really going on: purgatory denies 
Christ’s blood, denies the gospel, denies eternal security, and keeps men in chains that 
Christ already broke. 



 

The Battlefield 

We’re going to hit this lie from every angle: 

• The myth itself—contradicting the finished work of Christ. 

• Rose’s Orthodox smoke screen and Rome’s hijacking of it. 

• The toll-house fables twisted into purgatory fire. 

• The danger of using visions instead of Scripture. 

• Apparitions, “saints,” and demons dressed up as dead men. 

• The false fire sale of purgatory versus the true fire of the Judgment Seat. 

• Hebrews versus Rome: one sacrifice forever. 

• No middle stop—heaven or hell, immediately. 

• The money trail of indulgences, Masses, and manipulation. 

• And finally, the finished work—eternal security versus Rome’s eternal shakedown. 

Ten sledgehammers swung against one rotten wall. By the end, there won’t be enough of 
purgatory left to scrape off the floor. 

 

The Tone of Battle 

This isn’t going to be soft, ecumenical fluff. The Bible isn’t polite with lies, and neither will 
we be. When the gospel is at stake, velvet gloves come off. Rome has made merchandise 
of souls for centuries, and the Lord’s people need to see it plain. 

If you’re saved, this series will ground you deeper in the liberty you already have in Christ. If 
you’re still shackled under Rome’s system, my prayer is that the hammer blows of Scripture 
will smash those chains and lead you out into the light of the gospel. 

 

The Final Word 

At the end of the day, it comes down to this: either purgatory is true, or Christ’s cross is 
enough. You can’t have both. If purgatory is real, then “It is finished” was a lie. If the Mass 



and indulgences are necessary, then Hebrews is a fraud. But if Christ’s words are true—and 
they are—then purgatory is a lie, a scam, a fire sale that burns only in Rome’s imagination. 

The series title says it all: Burning Down Purgatory. One essay at a time, one Scripture at a 
time, we’re going to torch the whole rotten system and stand on the sure foundation of the 
gospel: 

“He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and 
shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.” (John 5:24) 

That’s the Book. That’s the gospel. That’s final. 
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Introduction: Rome’s Fire Sale 

Purgatory. The Catholic halfway house, the waiting room with flames, the gas station where 
the priest keeps your tank on empty just so he can sell you another gallon. It’s the single 
greatest business invention since the money-changer’s table in the Temple, and Rome has 
been running it for centuries. 

They’ll tell you it’s “tradition.” They’ll quote you some mystic monk. They’ll drag out The 
Soul After Death by Fr. Seraphim Rose as though an Orthodox toll-house fable somehow 
validates the Pope’s cash cow. But here’s the rub: purgatory is nowhere in Scripture. Not 
one verse. Not one phrase. Not one inspired line. 

Instead, it’s a Frankenstein stitched together from apocryphal texts, medieval visions, and 
Rome’s unquenchable thirst for power. It’s the teaching that Christ’s sacrifice wasn’t 
enough, His “It is finished” was only “It is halfway done,” and the church has to finish the 
rest—for a price. 

Today we’re burning it down. 

 

The Finished Work of Christ: No Room for Rome 

Let’s start with the Book. Hebrews 10:14: 

“For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.” 



That’s plain English. One offering. Not a hundred Masses. Not candles lit in cathedrals. Not 
centuries in purgatory fire. One offering perfected forever. You couldn’t wiggle purgatory 
into that verse with a crowbar and a gallon of holy water. 

And then John 19:30. The final cry of the Son of God: 

“It is finished.” 

You don’t need a degree in Greek to figure that out. Finished means finished. The debt paid, 
the wrath satisfied, the sin atoned for. Yet Rome comes along like a crooked contractor: 
“Oh, the job’s not done. We’ve got to add some purging fire. That’ll be $500 for a Mass card, 
thank you.” 

This is why purgatory is not just an error—it’s blasphemy. It drags Christ off the cross, strips 
Him of His victory, and puts the priest back in charge. 

 

The Invention of Purgatory: A Money Machine 

Where did this thing come from? You won’t find Paul preaching it. You won’t see Peter 
mentioning it. Jesus never hinted at it. 

The first whisper comes from 2 Maccabees 12:45-46—an apocryphal book the Jews 
themselves rejected from the canon. It talks about prayers for the dead. That’s the Catholic 
proof text. But it’s not Scripture. It’s not inspired. It’s Jewish superstition. 

By the Middle Ages, purgatory was Rome’s ATM. Indulgences were printed like coupons: 
“Spend less time in flames! Buy one, get one free for your dead aunt.” Masses were sold for 
souls. Priests promised that coins in the coffer meant souls out of the fire. Johann Tetzel’s 
jingle said it best: 

“As soon as the coin in the coffer rings, the soul from purgatory springs.” 

That’s not theology. That’s a circus act. And people paid it. Billions over centuries. This is 
why purgatory is guarded more fiercely than the Vatican’s treasure vault—it is the treasure 
vault. 

 

The Thief on the Cross: Paradise, No Pit Stop 

Then there’s the thief. The hardened criminal crucified next to Christ. He had no 
sacraments, no Mass, no priest, no indulgence, no purgatory. He had one prayer: 

“Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom.” (Luke 23:42) 



And Jesus answered, with no hesitation, no purgatory fine print: 

“Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise.” (Luke 23:43) 

Not tomorrow. Not after 500 years in the flames. Today. Straight to paradise. 

This single verse explodes purgatory. If ever there was a case where Rome would insert its 
doctrine, this was it. But the Son of God Himself obliterates the idea with one sentence. 

 

Rome’s Contradiction: Grace or Debt? 

Ephesians 2:8-9: 

“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not 
of works, lest any man should boast.” 

Now, purgatory by definition is works. You’re purged, cleansed, purifying yourself by 
suffering. That’s a salvation by fire, by endurance, by debt payment. That’s not grace. That’s 
not a gift. That’s Rome handing you a bill. 

And make no mistake—that’s exactly what they mean. The Council of Florence (1439) and 
the Council of Trent (1545-1563) officially codified purgatory. Trent thundered curses on 
anyone who denied it. Rome tied salvation not to Christ’s finished work, but to a system of 
debt, payment, and the Church’s authority. 

Grace says, “Paid in full.” 
Purgatory says, “Keep the change, you owe more.” 

 

The Problem with Rome’s Fire 

Let’s think through this logically. 

1. If Christ’s sacrifice pays for all sin, what’s left to burn? Nothing. 

2. If purgatory burns away sin, then Christ’s blood was unnecessary. 

3. If purgatory only burns away “venial sins,” then sin is divided into categories the 
Bible never uses. 

In fact, James 2:10 blows the whole system apart: 

“For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.” 



One sin is enough for hell. And if one sin was enough, then Christ’s sacrifice covers all sins. 
There’s no in-between. 

 

Indulgences: The Purgatory Business Model 

Let’s call it what it is: purgatory is a racket. 

Rome invented indulgences as coupons to reduce purgatory time. Priests sold them to 
kings, peasants, and widows. It became such a scandal that it sparked the Protestant 
Reformation. Luther’s 95 Theses weren’t about justification by faith alone (that came later); 
they were about indulgences. 

Why? Because purgatory was bankrupting Europe. People were pouring money into Rome’s 
coffers for promises that grandma’s soul would get out of flames quicker. 

Fast forward to today—purgatory still pays the bills. Masses are said for the dead. Families 
are told to pray rosaries to “shorten” the suffering of loved ones. Pilgrimages, novenas, 
scapulars—all tied to the idea that the dead are still suffering and the Church holds the 
keys. 

 

Biblical Truth: No Condemnation 

Now let’s lay out the Scripture plain and clear: 

• Romans 8:1 – “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ 
Jesus.” 

• John 5:24 – “He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath 
everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death 
unto life.” 

• 2 Corinthians 5:8 – “Absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.” 

Those verses don’t leave a millisecond for purgatory. No condemnation, everlasting life, 
passed from death to life, present with the Lord. It’s sealed, settled, secure. 

 

The Smoke of Men vs. The Blood of Christ 



Rome’s doctrine is the smoke of men. It clouds the gospel. It binds people in fear. It tells 
widows their loved ones are screaming in flames unless they pay the church. That’s not 
good news—that’s blackmail. 

But the gospel is crystal clear: 

• The blood cleanses us from all sin. (1 John 1:7) 

• Christ bore our sins in His body. (1 Pet. 2:24) 

• We are perfected forever. (Heb. 10:14) 

When you trust Christ, your sins are gone. Not halfway gone. Not “still burning.” Gone. As 
far as the east is from the west. Cast into the depths of the sea. Remembered no more. 

 

Bottom Line 

Purgatory is Rome’s greatest con. It’s the Mafia selling you protection from a fire they set 
themselves. It’s a theological Ponzi scheme. It denies the cross, it denies grace, and it 
denies the plain words of Scripture. 

The Bible’s answer is simple: to be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord. The 
only purging fire you’ll ever see if you’re saved is the fire of your works being tested—not 
your soul being roasted (1 Cor. 3:15). 

The purgatory myth is nothing more than Rome’s insurance policy that keeps you paying 
premiums even after you’re dead. But the blood of Jesus Christ cancels the debt. Paid in 
full. Finished. Eternal security, not eternal shakedown. 

Burn it down. 
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Introduction: Rome’s Borrowed Crutch 

When a false system is limping, it’ll grab any crutch it can find. Rome’s doctrine of 
purgatory has been exposed so many times it looks like Swiss cheese. So what do 
Catholics do? They go digging around in the Orthodox attic and drag out a book written by 
an American monk, The Soul After Death by Fr. Seraphim Rose. 



Problem is, the book isn’t Catholic. It wasn’t written to defend purgatory. It was written by a 
Russian Orthodox convert who spent his short life warning against Roman distortions. And 
yet, Catholics hold it up like Exhibit A in their museum of make-believe: “See, even the 
Orthodox believe in purification after death!” 

Nice try. That’s like a thief stealing a scarecrow, putting it in a police uniform, and saying, 
“See? The cops are on my side.” 

 

Who Was Fr. Seraphim Rose? 

Fr. Seraphim Rose (1934–1982) was an American-born Orthodox monk who lived in a cabin 
in Northern California and wrote extensively on spirituality, death, and the unseen world. 
His book The Soul After Death became influential in Russia and among Orthodox circles 
worldwide. 

Rose was not a Catholic. He was not writing for Rome. He was drawing on Orthodox 
tradition, patristic writings, and the mystical ascetic heritage of Eastern Christianity. His 
book covers angels, demons, apparitions, “out-of-body experiences,” and most famously, 
the aerial toll-houses. 

Now here’s the kicker: Rose explicitly rejected purgatory as a “legalistic Latin 
misinterpretation” of Orthodox eschatology. He flat-out said the comparison of toll-houses 
to purgatory is “far-fetched.” 

So what are Catholics doing? They’re hijacking a book that denies their doctrine in order to 
prop up that doctrine. That’s not theology—that’s desperation. 

 

Toll-Houses: The Orthodox Fable 

The “toll-houses” are an old Orthodox teaching that the soul passes through aerial 
checkpoints after death, where demons accuse it of sins and angels defend it. Think of it as 
a spiritual TSA, with demons playing the role of customs officers. The idea is that your life is 
tested and the unseen warfare of your earthly existence is revealed. 

But even in Orthodox circles, these toll-houses are not dogma—they’re part of tradition, 
hagiography, and spiritual literature. Rose himself admitted they are metaphorical, not 
literal. 

And here’s the crucial point: Rose said “there is no purgatory whatever to be found in the 
Orthodox accounts of the toll-houses.” 



That line alone should end the conversation. If Catholics are going to wave this book 
around, they need to read the fine print. Toll-houses ≠ purgatory. 

 

The Catholic Bait-and-Switch 

Here’s how Rome plays the game: 

Step 1: Grab Rose’s book. “Look, the Orthodox believe in toll-houses!” 
Step 2: Twist it. “See, that’s basically purgatory.” 
Step 3: Sell it. “Therefore, purgatory has ancient support, so buy another Mass card.” 

But Rose himself calls purgatory a Latin distortion. He draws a hard line between toll-
houses (testing of a soul) and purgatory (payment of satisfaction for sin). 

Toll-houses are about accusation and judgment. Purgatory is about penance and 
purification. Two different systems. Two different traditions. And neither one is biblical. 

Rome takes an Orthodox metaphor about demons and tries to turn it into a cash register for 
indulgences. That’s not theology—that’s salesmanship. 

 

Scripture vs. Smoke Screens 

Let’s bring in the Book. 

• Hebrews 9:27 – “It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.” 
No toll-houses. No purgatory. Straight to judgment. 

• Luke 16:22–23 – The rich man and Lazarus. One went to comfort, the other to 
torment. No middle ground. No fiery waiting room. 

• 2 Corinthians 5:8 – “Absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.” No 
checkpoints. No centuries in fire. Present with the Lord. 

That’s three witnesses. That’s Bible. That’s final. 

 

Why Rome Loves Rose’s Book 

So why do Catholics push this book? Because their own proof texts are paper thin. Their 
entire case rests on 2 Maccabees 12:45–46, a verse from a book that isn’t even Scripture. 
So they reach for anything that looks like after-death purification. 



But Rose isn’t on their side. He was fighting Catholic distortions, not endorsing them. The 
irony is thick: Catholics are quoting a man who explicitly rejected purgatory to prove 
purgatory. That’s like quoting Martin Luther to prove indulgences. 

 

The Smoke Clears: The Gospel Shines 

The truth is simple. Christ paid it all. The toll-house fables of Orthodoxy and the fire pits of 
Rome are nothing but smoke screens. They keep people in fear, keep them tied to tradition, 
and keep them paying the system. 

But the Bible cuts through the smoke: 

• John 19:30 – “It is finished.” 

• Hebrews 10:14 – “For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are 
sanctified.” 

• Romans 8:1 – “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ 
Jesus.” 

Finished. Perfected. No condemnation. You don’t need a toll-house, and you don’t need a 
purgatory. You need the cross. 

 

Conclusion: Burn the Smoke Screen 

Fr. Seraphim Rose’s The Soul After Death may fascinate readers with its mystical toll-
houses and Orthodox lore. But it’s not purgatory. It was never purgatory. Rose himself 
called purgatory a “Latin misinterpretation.” 

So when Catholics drag out this book to defend their fire-sale doctrine, all they’re doing is 
waving a smoke screen. And once the wind of Scripture blows through, the smoke clears, 
and all that’s left standing is the cross of Jesus Christ. 

Rome can keep its money machine. The gospel doesn’t need it. The debt’s been paid. The 
toll is covered. The road is clear. Absent from the body, present with the Lord. That’s Bible. 
That’s final. 

Burn the smoke screen. 
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Introduction: The Aerial Toll Booths Nobody Asked For 

You ever notice how false religions can’t resist complicating what God made simple? 
Salvation is plain. You die, you’re either with Christ or without Him. Heaven or hell. That’s it. 
But along comes the Orthodox tradition, with its toll-houses—spiritual customs booths in 
the sky where demons shake you down for your sins. And right behind them is Rome, 
rubbing its hands like a casino boss, saying, “Perfect! We’ll turn that into purgatory fire and 
sell indulgences.” 

The Orthodox toll-house fable is bizarre enough on its own. But the Catholic spin job makes 
it worse. The whole thing is nothing more than a toll booth scam—except instead of 
quarters and dimes, you’re paying with Masses, candles, and prayers for the dead. And if 
you read your Bible, it doesn’t take long to see the whole carnival ride collapses under one 
verse: “Absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord” (2 Cor. 5:8). 

So let’s roll up to the toll-house, see what it’s made of, and then bulldoze the whole racket 
with Scripture. 

 

The Orthodox Teaching of Toll-Houses 

Fr. Seraphim Rose dedicated an entire chapter of The Soul After Death to the aerial toll-
houses. According to this teaching, when a Christian dies, his soul doesn’t immediately 
enter heaven or hell. Instead, it ascends through the “aerial realm” where it encounters toll-
houses manned by demons. At each station, the demons accuse the soul of specific sins—
lying, pride, lust, etc.—while angels defend it. 

Rose describes it this way: 

• The toll-houses are a testing ground where the soul’s life is reviewed. 

• They are not meant to “satisfy” God’s justice, but to reveal whether a man has truly 
fought against sin. 

• Orthodox writers insist toll-houses are not literal booths in the sky, but metaphorical 
depictions of the unseen warfare of death. 

The Orthodox see toll-houses as a Particular Judgment—an individual reckoning before the 
Final Judgment. And while this tradition is not officially dogma, it’s been embedded in 
Orthodox piety, prayers, and hagiography for centuries. 



But here’s the key detail: Rose himself wrote that toll-houses have nothing to do with 
purgatory. He said: “There is no ‘purgatory’ whatever to be found in the Orthodox accounts 
of the toll-houses. The comparison…is surely far-fetched.” 

That ought to shut the door. But Rome kicks it wide open anyway. 

 

How Catholics Twist It into Purgatory Fire 

Now watch the bait-and-switch. 

The Orthodox say: “The toll-houses are about demonic accusation and angelic defense.” 
Rome says: “Oh, that’s purgatory fire!” 

The Orthodox say: “It’s not torture, it’s testing.” 
Rome says: “No, it’s purification.” 

The Orthodox say: “There’s no purgatory here.” 
Rome says: “Great, we’ll take it anyway.” 

That’s like someone pointing to a scarecrow and saying, “See, that’s my uncle Bob the 
fireman.” No, it isn’t. It’s a straw dummy in a field. Toll-houses are weird, unscriptural, and 
mystical—but they are not purgatory. Even Rose, the man Catholics quote, drew a hard 
line: purgatory was a Latin misinterpretation that twisted Orthodox ideas into a system of 
debt and satisfaction. 

But Rome doesn’t care. They’ll take any spooky after-death story and baptize it into their 
system. Ghosts, apparitions, toll-houses—it all gets shoved into the purgatory fire barrel. 
Why? Because it gives them more leverage to sell Masses, indulgences, and rosaries for the 
dead. 

 

The Biblical Answer: Absent from the Body, Present with the Lord 

Now let’s open the Book and cut through the smoke. 2 Corinthians 5:8: 

“We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present 
with the Lord.” 

That’s immediate. Instant. No toll-houses. No purgatory pit stop. Absent from the body = 
present with the Lord. End of discussion. 



And Paul didn’t write that as a metaphor. He wrote it as a comfort. Believers don’t get 
dragged through checkpoints or roasted in purgatory flames. They go straight to be with 
Christ. 

Let’s back it up with other verses: 

• Philippians 1:23 – Paul desires “to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better.” 
No mention of toll booths or fires. 

• Luke 23:43 – Jesus tells the thief, “Today shalt thou be with me in paradise.” No toll-
houses, no purgatory. Straight to paradise. 

• John 5:24 – “He that heareth my word, and believeth…is passed from death unto 
life.” Already passed. No middle ground. 

That’s three ironclad witnesses. Scripture slams the door on both the Orthodox toll-house 
myth and Rome’s purgatory con. 

 

Why Toll-Houses and Purgatory Both Fail 

Let’s be clear: the Orthodox toll-house and the Catholic purgatory are not the same. Rose 
himself said so. But they share the same fatal flaw: they add something between death and 
Christ. 

• Toll-houses say you have to wrestle with demons on the way up. 

• Purgatory says you have to burn off sins on the way up. 

• The Bible says: if you’re saved, you’re already up. 

Romans 8:1 declares: “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ 
Jesus.” That covers toll-house accusations and purgatory fire in one stroke. No 
condemnation. None. Not from demons. Not from priests. Not from Rome. 

 

The Toll Booth Scam: Rome’s Perfect Business Model 

Here’s why Rome loves toll-houses, even though they’re not Catholic: they smell money. 

Picture it: demons are accusing your loved one after death. What do you do? Pay the 
Church to defend them. Light candles. Buy Mass cards. Pray rosaries. Give indulgences. 
Suddenly, the toll-house becomes a toll booth—and Rome’s the one collecting. 



That’s what this is all about. Fear. Manipulation. Money. Whether it’s toll-houses in the East 
or purgatory in the West, the system works the same way: keep the faithful terrified of death 
so the clergy can hold the keys. 

But Scripture rips the keys out of their hands. Revelation 1:18 – Christ holds “the keys of 
hell and of death.” Not the Pope. Not a priest. Not an angel at a toll-house. Christ alone. 

 

The Cross Paid It All 

At the end of the day, both toll-houses and purgatory spit on the cross. If demons still have 
power to accuse you after death, then Christ’s blood didn’t cleanse you fully. If fire still has 
to burn sins out of you, then Christ’s sacrifice wasn’t enough. 

But Hebrews 10:14 settles it: “For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are 
sanctified.” 

Perfected. Forever. Not “perfected after 200 years of purgatory.” Not “perfected after a 
dozen toll-houses.” Perfected forever, by one offering. 

 

Conclusion: Tear Down the Toll Booths 

The Orthodox toll-house myth may sound exotic, and Rome may try to cash in on it, but 
neither one holds up to the Book. The toll-house isn’t purgatory. And purgatory isn’t in the 
Bible. Both are smoke screens designed to obscure the simple truth: salvation is finished at 
Calvary, and the believer’s destination is certain the moment they leave this body. 

Absent from the body. Present with the Lord. No toll booths. No fire pits. No priestly 
invoices. 

The road is clear, the debt is paid, and the door to heaven is wide open through the blood of 
Jesus Christ. Rome can keep its tolls. The gospel is free. 

Burn the toll booths down. 
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Introduction: Building Doctrines on Ghost Stories 



When you’ve got no Bible for your doctrine, you’ve got two options: make it up, or borrow it 
from somebody else’s hallucination. Fr. Seraphim Rose did both. His book The Soul After 
Death is a scrapbook of after-death experiences, occult tales, mystical visions, and 
patristic traditions—all stitched together to form a picture of what happens when you die. 
The problem? It’s not Scripture. 

Rome saw this patchwork quilt and said, “Perfect! Let’s hang it up in our purgatory 
museum.” But it doesn’t belong in the Church of the living God. The Bible is clear: 
experiences are no authority. They might inspire, they might terrify, they might make for 
good campfire stories—but they cannot define doctrine. Doctrine comes from the Book. 
Period. 

Rose’s fatal error was leaning on mysticism instead of revelation. And if you don’t learn the 
lesson, you’ll end up building your theology on sand castles that the tide of Scripture will 
wash away every time. 

 

Rose’s Reliance on Experiences 

Look at the table of contents of The Soul After Death. Whole chapters are devoted to “Out-
of-Body Experiences,” “The Being of Light,” and comparisons with the Tibetan Book of the 
Dead. Rose lined up secular researchers like Elisabeth Kübler-Ross and Raymond Moody 
right next to Orthodox Fathers. He spent as much time talking about occult near-death 
accounts as he did quoting the Bible. 

The book drifts into every alleyway of mysticism: 

• Angels and demons appearing at the hour of death. 

• The soul traveling through the “aerial realm of spirits.” 

• Visions of toll-houses described in the Lives of Saints. 

• Parallels with theosophy, reincarnation, and astral projection. 

It’s a carnival of speculation. Sure, Rose tries to filter it through Orthodox theology, but the 
foundation remains the same: experience as evidence. 

And here’s the problem—experiences are subjective. One man says he saw a tunnel of 
light. Another says he floated out of his body. Another claims he met Buddha, Mohammed, 
or Mary. Who’s right? If you base your doctrine on experiences, you’re in quicksand. You’ll 
never know where solid ground is. 

 



The Danger of Using Experiences as Doctrine 

The Bible warned about this long before Rose ever set foot in a monastery. 

Colossians 2:18 – “Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and 
worshipping of angels, intruding into those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up 
by his fleshly mind.” 

That’s exactly what Rose’s book does—intrudes into things he hasn’t seen. He collects 
visions and mystical reports, sticks them together, and calls it tradition. Paul said that’s 
vain, puffed-up flesh. 

2 Peter 1:19 – “We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye 
take heed.” 

Peter himself had experiences. He saw Christ transfigured on the mountain. He saw His 
glory firsthand. But he said we’ve got something “more sure” than visions: the written 
Word. That settles it. Experiences are shaky. Scripture is certain. 

When you put experiences above the Word, you’re not building on a rock—you’re building 
on fog. 

 

Visions: The Devil’s Playground 

Let’s not forget that Satan himself transforms into an angel of light (2 Cor. 11:14). That 
means experiences can be demonic. Many of the near-death experiences Rose referenced 
sound eerily similar to occult literature. A being of light. Astral planes. Journeys through 
tunnels. That’s the same stuff witches and mystics have been scribbling down for 
centuries. 

The devil loves to give men visions. Why? Because visions bypass the Book. If you can 
convince people that their dream, their apparition, their “out-of-body trip” is just as valid as 
the Word of God, you’ve got them hooked. You can lead them anywhere. 

Rose thought he was defending Orthodoxy, but in reality, he was opening the door to 
deception. If the standard is “what people saw” instead of “what God said,” then the stage 
is set for every false doctrine under the sun. 

 

The Scripture Alone Defines What Happens After Death 



Let’s wipe away the fog and look at what the Book actually says. Forget visions. Forget 
monks. Forget apparitions. Just Scripture. 

The Soul After Death Goes Immediately to One of Two Places 

• Luke 16:22–23 – The beggar died and was carried by angels into Abraham’s bosom; 
the rich man died and was in torment. Immediate. No middle stop. 

• 2 Corinthians 5:8 – Absent from the body, present with the Lord. Direct. 

There Is No Post-Death Purging or Testing 

• Hebrews 9:27 – “It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.” 
No toll-houses, no purgatory. Straight to judgment. 

• John 3:36 – “He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life.” That’s present tense. 
If you have it now, you don’t need purging later. 

All Accounts Are Settled at the Cross 

• Colossians 2:14 – Christ blotted out the handwriting of ordinances that was against 
us, nailing it to His cross. That means the demons can accuse all they want, but the 
record is gone. 

• Romans 8:1 – “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ 
Jesus.” That wipes out purgatory, toll-houses, and demonic accusations in one 
stroke. 

That’s the truth. Simple. Clear. Final. 

 

Rome’s Extra Crutch 

Why does Rome love Rose’s book? Because their own Bible “proof” for purgatory is as thin 
as tissue paper. They cling to 2 Maccabees, a book not in the canon, and traditions of 
saints. That doesn’t hold water. So they borrow from Orthodoxy. 

Rome grabs Rose’s mystical toll-houses, slaps purgatory fire on them, and sells the 
package to the faithful. Never mind that Rose himself said toll-houses ≠ purgatory. Rome 
doesn’t care. They’re in the business of selling fear. And any spooky story will do. 

 

Why Experiences Appeal to the Flesh 



Why are people so quick to believe mystical experiences? Because the flesh loves the 
spectacular. The ordinary truth of Scripture seems boring to a world addicted to 
entertainment. A simple verse like 2 Corinthians 5:8 doesn’t sell books. But “visions of 
angels and demons” does. Near-death stories hit the bestseller list. Astral projection 
makes headlines. 

But the flesh’s appetite for drama doesn’t change the truth. God gave us His Word precisely 
because experiences are unreliable. That’s why the Book says: “Sanctify them through thy 
truth: thy word is truth” (John 17:17). Not visions. Not traditions. Not apparitions. The Word. 

 

The Final Error of Rose 

Rose’s fatal error was this: he thought experiences could validate theology. He believed 
that the testimony of mystics, saints, and even occultists could be sorted out and purified 
by Orthodox tradition. But in doing so, he undermined the authority of Scripture. He gave 
men’s experiences a seat at the same table with God’s Word. 

That’s why Catholics have been able to hijack his work. If you give experiences that much 
weight, Rome can come along and say, “Perfect—purgatory fits right in.” And just like that, 
the Bible is silenced while visions run the show. 

But God’s Word will not be silenced. “Forever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven” 
(Psalm 119:89). Experiences fade. Visions contradict. But the Word stands. 

 

Conclusion: Trust the Book, Not the Fog 

Fr. Seraphim Rose’s The Soul After Death may impress the mystical mind with its parade of 
visions and stories. But it’s a fog machine. Catholics have hijacked it to support purgatory, 
but all it proves is how far men will go to replace Scripture with speculation. 

The truth is plain. Death is immediate. Judgment is certain. Heaven or hell awaits. And for 
the believer, it’s absent from the body, present with the Lord. No toll-houses. No purgatory. 
No mystical side roads. Just Christ. 

So shut down the séance, close the monk’s diary, and open the Bible. The Word is truth. 
Experiences are not. And when the smoke clears, only one thing will stand: It is written. 

Burn the visions. Trust the Book. 

 



5 of 10: Burning Down Purgatory – Dead Men Talking: Apparitions, Saints, and Demons 

 

Introduction: Ghost Stories in Priest’s Clothing 

If you can’t prove your doctrine with Scripture, you’ve got to scare people into it. That’s 
Rome’s trick. If the Bible doesn’t give you purgatory, just borrow a few ghost stories from 
Orthodoxy, throw in some apparitions, and presto—you’ve got a doctrine that keeps the 
faithful terrified of death and tied to the priest’s apron strings. 

Fr. Seraphim Rose’s The Soul After Death is littered with accounts of saints appearing at the 
hour of death, choirs of angels, sweet fragrances, and apparitions of departed “holy ones.” 
Rose makes a big deal of distinguishing between pagan visions (Hindus seeing Krishna, for 
example) and Orthodox visions (Christians seeing saints), but he leaves the door wide open 
for Rome to hijack the whole thing. 

The fatal flaw? The Bible says the dead are cut off from this world. They don’t come back. 
They don’t appear to the dying. If you see something that looks like a saint, you’re not 
seeing St. Peter—you’re seeing a devil dressed in a robe. 

 

Rose’s Apparition Stories 

Rose compiles stories from Orthodox hagiography: saints appearing at the bedside of the 
dying, choirs singing, fragrances filling the air. He compares these to pagan deathbed 
visions and says the Christian ones are “grace-filled” while the Hindu or occult ones are 
demonic. 

To him, the difference is in the “spiritual fruit.” If an Orthodox Christian sees a saint, that’s 
divine. If a pagan sees Krishna, that’s demonic. The problem is, the Bible makes no such 
distinction. The dead don’t come back—period. Any appearance of the dead, whether it 
calls itself St. Paul or Shiva, is a demonic deception. 

Rose tries to paint apparitions of saints as authentic Christian experiences. Rome takes 
those same stories, runs them through its purgatory machine, and says, “See? The saints 
appear to help suffering souls in the fire.” That’s how you get purgatory visions and Marian 
apparitions tied together like a rosary bead scam. 

 

What the Bible Says About the Dead 

Now let’s clear the fog with the Book. 



• Job 7:9–10 – “As the cloud is consumed and vanisheth away: so he that goeth down 
to the grave shall come up no more. He shall return no more to his house, neither 
shall his place know him any more.” 

That’s final. Once a man dies, he doesn’t return. He doesn’t show up at your bedside. He 
doesn’t haunt his old house. If you see something that looks like him, it’s a counterfeit. 

• Ecclesiastes 9:5–6 – “For the living know that they shall die: but the dead know not 
any thing… also their love, and their hatred, and their envy, is now perished; neither 
have they any more a portion for ever in any thing that is done under the sun.” 

The dead have no portion in this world. They are cut off. They don’t meddle in earthly 
affairs. Apparitions are not saints—they’re spirits of devils. 

• Luke 16:26 – Abraham tells the rich man in hell there’s a great gulf fixed. Nobody 
crosses it. Nobody comes back. That knocks out every apparition story you’ve ever 
heard, from Rose’s saints to Rome’s Marian visions. 

 

Apparitions as Demonic Deceptions 

Paul warned in 2 Corinthians 11:14 that Satan himself transforms into an angel of light. If 
Satan can show up as an angel, don’t you think his devils can show up as “saints”? That’s 
exactly how deception works. Dress the lie in holy robes, give it a halo, and the gullible will 
eat it up. 

Rome thrives on this. Apparitions of Mary crying, saints appearing, visions of purgatory 
fires—these are the stock and trade of Catholic propaganda. Every time some peasant girl 
sees a glowing lady, Rome makes a shrine and starts selling candles. That’s not truth. 
That’s marketing. 

Rose may have been sincere, but sincerity doesn’t stop a devil from slipping in. When you 
accept apparitions as evidence, you’re opening the door for demons to define doctrine. 
And Rome has walked right through that door, turning ghost stories into proof of purgatory. 

 

Why Rome Loves Dead Men Talking 

Why does Rome cling to apparitions? Because purgatory needs props. The Bible doesn’t 
support it, so they need visions to scare people into believing it. A saint appears, says he’s 
suffering in purgatory, begs for Masses—and suddenly the priest has a perfect sales pitch. 



This has been going on for centuries. Medieval Catholicism is full of purgatory visions: 
monks who saw souls in fire, saints who visited purgatory, apparitions begging for help. 
Rome canonized those stories, printed them in prayer books, and turned them into a 
money machine. 

That’s exactly how they use Rose’s Orthodox accounts today. Doesn’t matter that Rose said 
toll-houses aren’t purgatory. Rome just lifts the apparitions out of context and baptizes 
them into purgatory fire. If a demon can appear dressed as Mary, Rome will sell it as Marian 
devotion. If a spirit shows up claiming to be a saint, Rome will cash in with indulgences and 
Mass cards. 

 

Scripture Alone Defines the Afterlife 

Let’s nail it down with finality. 

• Hebrews 9:27 – Once to die, then the judgment. No apparitions. No ghostly side 
trips. 

• John 5:24 – The believer has already passed from death to life. No purgatory 
detours. 

• 2 Corinthians 5:8 – Absent from the body, present with the Lord. Immediate, direct, 
final. 

That’s the Bible. Anything else—apparitions, visions, ghost stories—is counterfeit. 

 

Conclusion: Shut the Mouths of the Dead 

Rose’s book may be popular in Orthodox and Catholic circles, but it’s nothing more than 
dead men talking. The Bible says the dead don’t come back. Rose says they do. Rome says 
they do. Somebody’s lying—and it’s not the Author of Scripture. 

Apparitions of saints are not evidence of heaven or purgatory. They’re evidence of demons 
at work. They’re tools of deception, designed to draw people away from the sure Word of 
God and into the fog of tradition. 

The dead are cut off. The Bible is clear. Christ alone defines the afterlife. And when He said 
“It is finished,” He meant it. No saints, no apparitions, no purgatory. Just a finished cross, 
an empty tomb, and a Savior who gives eternal life freely to all who believe. 

Burn the ghost stories. Trust the Book. 



6 of 10: Burning Down Purgatory – Fire Sale: The False Fire of Purgatory 

 

Introduction: Rome’s Eternal Fire Sale 

Nothing sells quite like fear. The medieval Catholic Church figured out long ago that if you 
can keep people terrified of fire after death, you can sell them anything—candles, 
indulgences, Mass cards, scapulars, prayers, pilgrimages. Call it “the ultimate fire 
insurance.” That’s the fire of purgatory: not found in Scripture, but found in Rome’s treasury. 

They pitch it like a yard sale gone wrong: “Everything must burn—your venial sins, your 
unpaid debts, your unfinished penances. Don’t worry, though—the Church will sell you a 
discount if you pay up now.” That’s the fire sale of purgatory. And it’s a scam. 

The Bible knows nothing about purgatory fire. The only fire a believer will face is not for sin, 
but for works, tested at the Judgment Seat of Christ (1 Cor. 3:13–15). And the only fire that 
ever touched sin was the fire of God’s wrath poured out on His Son at Calvary. Christ bore it 
all. Paid it all. Put it away forever. 

Let’s tear this false fire down, brick by brick. 

 

Purgatory Fire: A Doctrine Built on Ashes 

First, where is purgatory fire in the Bible? Nowhere. Rome pulls it out of the apocrypha (2 
Maccabees 12:45–46) and tradition. That’s it. They’ll quote Augustine, Gregory the Great, or 
apparitions of saints who “saw souls burning in the fire.” But you won’t find a verse. Not 
one. 

Scripture mentions fire, yes—but not purgatory fire. Fire is always connected to one of 
three things: 

1. The fire of God’s judgment on the lost. (Matt. 25:41, Rev. 20:14–15) 

2. The fire of testing for the believer’s works. (1 Cor. 3:13–15) 

3. The fire already poured out on Christ at the cross. (Ps. 22:14–15, Isa. 53:10) 

That’s it. No middle flame. No postmortem campfire for venial sins. No divine laundromat 
in the sky. 

 

The Only Fire Believers Face: 1 Corinthians 3 



Paul lays it out plainly. At the Judgment Seat of Christ, believers’ works—not their sins—are 
tested by fire. 

“Every man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be 
revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is.” (1 Cor. 3:13) 

Notice: works, not sins. Your sins are gone—paid for, forgiven, remembered no more. The 
fire doesn’t touch you. It touches what you built on the foundation of Christ. Wood, hay, 
stubble burn. Gold, silver, precious stones remain. 

And even if your works go up in smoke, Paul says: 

“If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet 
so as by fire.” (1 Cor. 3:15) 

That’s loss of reward, not loss of salvation. You might come out smelling like smoke, but 
you’re still saved. No purgatory. No sin-burning. Just reward-testing. 

 

Christ Bore All the Fire of God’s Wrath 

Here’s the ultimate proof. The fire has already fallen—on Christ. He took the full blast of 
God’s wrath. 

• Isaiah 53:10 – “It pleased the LORD to bruise him.” Christ was crushed under 
judgment. 

• Psalm 22:14–15 – “My heart is like wax; it is melted in the midst of my bowels.” 
That’s Calvary’s fire consuming the Savior. 

• John 19:30 – “It is finished.” Debt paid, wrath satisfied, sins purged. 

If Christ bore the fire of God’s wrath for sin, what’s left for purgatory? Nothing. If purgatory 
fire still exists, then the cross failed. If purgatory is necessary, then “It is finished” really 
means “It is halfway done.” That’s blasphemy. 

 

Rome’s Fire Machine 

Why won’t Rome give up purgatory? Because it pays the bills. For centuries, purgatory fire 
has been their greatest invention for raising money. Tetzel’s famous jingle summed it up: 

“As soon as the coin in the coffer rings, the soul from purgatory springs.” 



That’s not doctrine. That’s marketing. A soul on fire is a guaranteed fundraiser. People will 
empty their pockets to rescue grandma from the flames. It worked in the Middle Ages, and 
it works today. Masses are still sold, indulgences still offered, prayers for the dead still 
peddled. 

This is why Rome defends purgatory with claws out. It’s not about Scripture. It’s about 
revenue. Take away purgatory fire, and you take away Rome’s fire sale. 

 

The Bible’s Fire vs. Rome’s Fire 

Let’s line them up side by side: 

Bible Fire: 

• Falls on the lost in hell. 

• Tests the believer’s works, not sins. 

• Fell on Christ once for all at the cross. 

Rome’s Fire: 

• Burns believers for centuries after death. 

• Purges sins Christ already paid for. 

• Can be shortened—for a price. 

One is truth. The other is a scam. 

 

Why Believers Need Not Fear the Fire 

Romans 8:1 says it plain: “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in 
Christ Jesus.” That covers everything. No condemnation means no fire of judgment for sins. 

John 5:24 seals it: “He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath 
everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.” 

If you’ve passed from death to life, purgatory fire has no claim on you. The fire sale is 
canceled. The debt is paid. The only thing waiting for you is Christ Himself. 

 

Conclusion: Put Out the Fire Sale 



Purgatory fire doesn’t exist. It’s a con, a hoax, a Roman fire sale. The only fire a believer will 
ever face is the testing of works at the Judgment Seat of Christ. And even there, the believer 
himself “shall be saved.” Why? Because Christ bore all the fire of God’s wrath at the cross. 

So don’t buy Rome’s fire insurance. The fire has already fallen. The wrath has already 
burned. The debt has already been paid. 

“It is finished.” That’s not smoke. That’s victory. 

Burn the fire sale down. 

 

 

7 of 10: Burning Down Purgatory – Hebrews vs. Rome: One Sacrifice Forever 

 

Introduction: Rome’s Halfway Cross 

Rome has a nasty habit of turning full stops into commas. When Christ said on the cross, 
“It is finished” (John 19:30), He meant it. End of sentence. Paid in full. But Rome comes 
along and says, “Well…not exactly. You still need purgatory fire to burn off the leftovers, and 
you still need the Mass to keep applying grace.” That’s not a finished work—that’s a halfway 
job. That’s not the cross of Calvary—that’s the cross plus Rome’s cash register. 

The Book of Hebrews stands like a sledgehammer against every system that tries to water 
down the cross. Rome says Christ’s sacrifice wasn’t enough. Hebrews says it was once, 
perfect, forever. Rome says purgatory cleanses sins. Hebrews says the blood of Christ 
already purged them. Rome says the Mass re-offers Christ’s body. Hebrews says His 
offering was once for all. 

Let’s take Hebrews 9:27 and 10:10–14 and swing them like a battle axe against Rome’s 
doctrine. When the dust settles, purgatory and the Mass will be nothing but rubble. 

 

Purgatory’s Contradiction: Half a Gospel 

The whole system of purgatory rests on a contradiction. Rome claims Christ died for sins, 
but not all the way. According to them, His death covers eternal punishment but not 
temporal punishment. You still owe something. Your soul must be purified in fire before it’s 
fit for heaven. 



But that guts the gospel. If sin still needs purging, then Christ didn’t finish it. If fire still 
needs to cleanse you, then the cross failed. If priests still need to sacrifice Christ in the 
Mass, then Calvary wasn’t enough. Rome won’t say it that bluntly, but that’s exactly what 
their doctrine implies: Jesus did His best, but we’ll finish the job for Him—for a price. 

Hebrews demolishes that lie. 

 

Hebrews 9:27 – One Death, One Judgment 

“And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.” (Heb. 9:27) 

The verse is a guillotine blade for purgatory. One death, one judgment. No purgatory detour. 
No fiery waiting room. No centuries of penance. You die once, and after that you stand 
before God. 

If purgatory exists, this verse is false. Because purgatory is a second judgment—a 
provisional one, before the final one. But the Bible says otherwise. Death. Then judgment. 
That’s it. 

And notice the context—right after verse 27 comes verse 28: 

“So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many.” 

Once for all. Death leads to judgment, and Christ’s one offering is enough to settle the 
judgment for those who believe. No leftovers. No purgatory. 

 

Hebrews 10:10 – Sanctified Once for All 

“By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for 
all.” 

That’s a death sentence for the Mass. Rome says Christ must be continually re-offered in 
the Eucharist. Hebrews says He offered Himself once for all. Not repeatedly. Not daily. Not 
sacramentally. Once. 

If you believe Hebrews 10:10, the Mass is blasphemy. It denies the once-for-all sacrifice of 
Christ. If you believe the Mass, Hebrews 10:10 is a lie. You can’t have both. 

And if His sacrifice sanctified us once for all, then purgatory is unnecessary. What sin is left 
to purge? What debt is left to pay? Rome says plenty. Hebrews says none. 

 



Hebrews 10:12 – One Sacrifice Forever 

“But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right 
hand of God.” 

There it is again—one sacrifice, forever. Christ is seated because the work is finished. The 
Old Testament priests never sat down. Their work was never done. Sacrifice after sacrifice, 
day after day. But Christ finished it. Sat down. End of story. 

But Rome drags Him off the throne every Sunday. They put Him back on the altar, back on 
the cross, back into their hands. The Mass is a denial of His finished work. It treats the 
eternal sacrifice as a temporary installment plan. 

If one sacrifice forever is true, purgatory is impossible. The whole system collapses under 
the weight of this verse. 

 

Hebrews 10:14 – Perfected Forever 

“For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.” 

That’s the nail in the coffin. Perfected forever. Not perfected after centuries in purgatory. 
Not perfected after daily Masses. Perfected forever. 

And if you’re perfected forever by His one offering, then what’s purgatory for? Nothing. 
Rome’s fire is fiction. The Mass is a mockery. Christ’s sacrifice was enough. Period. 

 

The Blunt Question: Why Did Jesus Say “It Is Finished”? 

Here’s the blunt question Rome can’t answer: If the Mass and purgatory are needed, why 
did Jesus say, “It is finished”? 

Think about it. If purgatory is real, then “It is finished” was premature. If the Mass is 
necessary, then “It is finished” was incomplete. If Rome’s system is true, then Christ was 
lying or mistaken when He cried those words. 

But He wasn’t. He meant what He said. The debt was paid in full. The sacrifice was 
complete. Salvation was secured. Finished means finished. Rome just can’t accept it 
because a finished cross doesn’t need a priest. A finished sacrifice doesn’t need the Mass. 
A finished atonement doesn’t need purgatory. 

 



Rome’s Problem with Hebrews 

This is why Rome hates Hebrews. The whole book is a wrecking ball aimed at their system. 

• Hebrews says Christ is the High Priest once for all. Rome says priests re-offer Him 
daily. 

• Hebrews says His sacrifice was once, forever. Rome says it’s continual, 
sacramental. 

• Hebrews says sins are purged by His blood. Rome says they’re burned away in 
purgatory. 

• Hebrews says He sat down at God’s right hand. Rome keeps dragging Him down 
onto their altars. 

You can’t reconcile them. Either Hebrews is true or Rome is. They cancel each other out. 

 

The Finished Work vs. Rome’s Unfinished Business 

Rome thrives on unfinished business. That’s why purgatory exists. That’s why the Mass 
exists. That’s why indulgences exist. Keep people thinking they’re almost saved, but not 
quite. Keep them paying. Keep them coming back. Keep the machine running. 

But Hebrews doesn’t preach unfinished business. It preaches a finished cross, a finished 
sacrifice, a finished salvation. It leaves no room for Rome’s games. 

 

Conclusion: One Sacrifice Forever 

The Book of Hebrews demolishes purgatory and the Mass in three simple phrases: once for 
all, one sacrifice forever, perfected forever. Rome can twist, spin, and sell all it wants, but 
the Word of God stands. 

If purgatory is true, Hebrews is false. If the Mass is true, Hebrews is false. If Hebrews is true, 
then purgatory and the Mass are lies from the pit. And Hebrews is true. 

So let’s settle it. Christ died once. His sacrifice was enough. He sat down. He perfected 
forever them that are sanctified. No purgatory. No fire sale. No priestly stranglehold. Just 
one Savior, one cross, one finished work. 

“It is finished.” Believe it. Preach it. Stand on it. Burn Rome’s unfinished gospel to the 
ground. 



8 of 10: Burning Down Purgatory – Absent from the Body: No Middle Stop 

 

Introduction: No Layovers in Eternity 

Rome wants you to believe eternity works like a connecting flight—you die, and instead of 
reaching your destination, you sit in a smoky layover lounge called purgatory. You wait 
there, pay fees, suffer, and hope eventually you’ll get cleared for departure to heaven. 
That’s not Bible; that’s airline theology. 

The Word of God gives no room for a middle stop. When you die, you don’t go to a “holding 
tank,” a halfway house, or a divine waiting room. You go straight to one of two places—
heaven with Christ or hell in torment. The Bible says it plainly in 2 Corinthians 5:8, 
Philippians 1:23, and Luke 16. That settles it. 

Let’s bulldoze the myth of a middle stop and show that absent from the body means 
present with the Lord—or separated forever in hell. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:8 – Present With the Lord 

Paul couldn’t have written it clearer: 

“We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present 
with the Lord.” 

Absent. Present. Immediate. Not absent from the body and waiting in a fire pit. Not absent 
from the body and floating in limbo. Present with the Lord. 

This verse destroys purgatory in one swing. If a believer’s soul goes straight into Christ’s 
presence, then what’s the point of purgatory? Nothing. You don’t need purging fire when 
you’re already standing before the Lord. 

 

Philippians 1:23 – To Depart and Be With Christ 

Paul again: 

“For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far 
better.” 

Paul was torn between life and death. But notice—he didn’t say, “I desire to depart and 
spend a few centuries in purgatory.” He said, “to be with Christ.” Direct. Immediate. 



If purgatory existed, Paul should have dreaded death, not desired it. Who in their right mind 
would say, “I’m ready to leave this body so I can roast in fire for 500 years before I get to 
Christ”? Only Rome could twist Paul’s desire into a nightmare. 

But the plain reading is crystal clear—departing this body means being with Christ. No 
middle ground. 

 

Luke 16 – The Rich Man and Lazarus 

Jesus gave us the most vivid account of what happens after death: 

• Lazarus died and was carried by angels into Abraham’s bosom. 

• The rich man died and in hell lifted up his eyes, being in torments. 

Notice the immediacy. No detour. No waiting room. No purgatory fire. One man was in 
comfort, the other in torment. 

And Abraham makes it final: “Between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they 
which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come 
from thence.” (Luke 16:26) 

That gulf destroys purgatory. No crossing. No progression. No climbing out of flames into 
heaven. Once you’re there, you’re there forever. 

 

The Myth of the Middle Stop 

Rome’s purgatory is built on the idea of “unfinished business.” They claim sins need more 
purging, debts need more paying, souls need more cleansing. So God sticks you in a fiery 
holding tank until you’re ready. 

But Scripture knows no such system. The Bible teaches immediacy. Death leads directly to 
heaven or hell. You’re not half-saved, half-condemned, or half-purged. You’re either in 
Christ and present with Him, or outside of Christ and in torment. No in-between. 

 

Why the Middle Stop Exists: Rome’s Business Model 

Why invent purgatory if the Bible is clear? Simple—fear pays. If you tell people their loved 
ones are suffering in flames, they’ll pay anything to help them. That’s why Masses, 



indulgences, and prayers for the dead are still sold today. It’s not about theology—it’s about 
revenue. 

Purgatory turns death into a fundraiser. Rome builds a middle stop so they can put up a toll 
booth. Heaven is free through Christ, but Rome sells tickets for the purgatory exit ramp. It’s 
not Scripture; it’s salesmanship. 

 

The Finished Work of Christ Leaves No Middle Stop 

Christ’s death on the cross put away sin forever. Hebrews 10:14 says: 

“For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.” 

If you’re perfected forever by His one offering, what’s left for purgatory to do? Nothing. If 
you’re absent from the body and present with the Lord, where’s the holding tank? Nowhere. 
If your sins are nailed to the cross, why would you burn for them afterward? 

The cross cancels purgatory. Calvary burned hotter than any mythical purgatory fire. Christ 
bore it all so you wouldn’t. 

 

No Condemnation, No Delay 

Romans 8:1 nails it shut: 

“There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus.” 

No condemnation means no purgatory. No delay. No half-judgment. Just immediate 
presence with Christ. 

John 5:24 seals it tighter: 

“He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and 
shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.” 

That’s already happened. Passed. Finished. Complete. A believer doesn’t pass through 
purgatory. He’s already passed from death to life. 

 

Conclusion: Straight Road, No Stops 

Rome sells a middle stop, but the Bible shows a straight road. You die, and you go 
immediately to heaven or hell. No toll houses. No holding tank. No purgatory fire. 



For the believer: absent from the body, present with the Lord. 
For the unbeliever: absent from the body, present in torment. 

That’s it. Eternity has no layovers. The only thing between you and your destination is one 
heartbeat. 

Rome can keep its holding tank. Christ offers a finished cross, a full salvation, and a direct 
flight into His presence. No middle stop. 

Burn the myth of purgatory. Trust the Book. 

 

 

9 of 10: Burning Down Purgatory – The Money Trail: Indulgences, Masses, and 
Manipulation 

 

Introduction: Follow the Smoke, Find the Fire 

If you want to know the truth about purgatory, don’t look for it in the Bible—you won’t find it 
there. Look for it in the treasury. Follow the smoke, and you’ll find the fire—the fire of 
Rome’s money machine. Purgatory has never been about theology. It’s been about revenue. 
It’s the biggest racket ever sold in the name of Christ. 

From indulgences in the Middle Ages to Mass cards and rosaries today, purgatory has 
always been the perfect hustle. Keep souls dangling over imaginary flames, and desperate 
families will pay anything to cool them off. Rome calls it theology. God calls it robbery. 

 

The Theological Pretext: Purgatory as Rome’s ATM 

The doctrine of purgatory was the theological excuse for indulgences. Rome said: “Your 
loved ones are suffering in flames. But don’t worry—drop a coin, light a candle, buy a Mass, 
and we’ll cut their sentence short.” 

Johann Tetzel, Rome’s carnival barker in the 1500s, had a jingle that summed it up: 

“As soon as the coin in the coffer rings, the soul from purgatory springs.” 

That wasn’t Scripture. That was salesmanship. And it worked. Indulgences built cathedrals, 
funded papal luxuries, and lined clerical pockets. The entire Reformation was sparked 



because people got sick of Rome turning salvation into a pay-to-play system. Luther’s 95 
Theses were aimed right at the indulgence racket. 

But Rome didn’t repent. They just rebranded. 

 

Indulgences: The Original Ponzi Scheme 

Indulgences worked like a spiritual Ponzi scheme. You pay now for future benefits. The 
priest sells you a certificate that says you—or your dead aunt—will get time off purgatory. 
And because nobody can prove or disprove what happens after death, the scam runs 
forever. 

The rich bought indulgences in bulk. Kings, nobles, merchants—all paid to protect their 
souls. The poor scraped together pennies to buy a slip of paper that promised mercy. The 
Church cashed in both ways. 

It was the perfect racket because the “product” didn’t exist. There was no purgatory fire to 
begin with. Rome was selling smoke. And they still are. 

 

How It Still Works Today 

You’d think after the Reformation Rome would give up the indulgence business. But the 
money trail proves otherwise. Purgatory is alive and well in modern Catholicism. The 
names have changed, but the system hasn’t. 

• Mass Cards – You pay for a priest to say a Mass for a dead relative. Supposedly it 
shortens their purgatory sentence. That’s indulgences with a facelift. 

• Rosaries for the Dead – Families gather and pay for rosaries to be prayed for loved 
ones. Again, money tied to imaginary fire insurance. 

• Prayers and Novenas – Catholics pay for special series of prayers over weeks or 
months to “release souls.” More indulgences in disguise. 

• Scapulars and Relics – Wear this, kiss that, carry this—every trinket sold as a get-
out-of-purgatory token. 

Rome still markets fear. They still tell grieving families that their loved ones are suffering in 
flames. And they still collect payments to make it stop. 

 



The Free Gift of Salvation 

Now put that next to the Bible. 

Ephesians 2:8–9: 

“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not 
of works, lest any man should boast.” 

Grace. Faith. Gift. Not works. Not indulgences. Not Masses. Not money. Not rosaries. 
Salvation is free. Christ already paid for it. 

Romans 6:23 says it straight: “The gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
Eternal life is a gift, not a commodity. You can’t buy it, sell it, or rent it. Rome’s marketplace 
is a mockery of Calvary. 

 

Why Rome Hates Free Grace 

Rome can’t stand the word “gift.” Because if salvation is free, their business collapses. If 
Christ paid it all, the treasury dries up. If grace is enough, purgatory is useless. That’s why 
they’ve spent centuries adding layers of rituals, sacraments, and payments. Free salvation 
doesn’t fill the coffers. Fear-driven religion does. 

The gospel liberates; Rome enslaves. The gospel says, “It is finished.” Rome says, “It is 
ongoing—see you at Mass.” The gospel says, “Gift of God.” Rome says, “Price upon 
request.” 

 

The Blunt Truth About the Money Trail 

Here’s the blunt truth: purgatory is Rome’s cash cow. Always has been. Always will be. It 
was never about souls. It was about silver. From indulgences in the 1500s to Mass cards in 
2025, the system hasn’t changed. 

Every time a Catholic pays for a rosary, every time a family buys a Mass card, every time a 
priest takes money to pray for the dead, the same scam runs again. Selling what Christ 
already finished. Marketing what doesn’t exist. Profiting off fear. 

 

Conclusion: Salvation Isn’t for Sale 



The money trail leads straight to Rome’s treasury. Purgatory has been their pretext for 
indulgences, their excuse for Mass cards, their justification for endless manipulation. But 
the Bible slams the door on the whole scheme: 

• Absent from the body, present with the Lord. (2 Cor. 5:8) 

• One sacrifice for sins forever. (Heb. 10:12) 

• By grace are ye saved through faith… the gift of God. (Eph. 2:8–9) 

No indulgence can add to it. No Mass can repeat it. No rosary can speed it up. Christ 
finished it. Paid it. Secured it. 

Salvation is free, not for sale. Rome can keep its fire sale. The gospel is a gift. 

Burn the money trail. Follow the cross. 

 

 

10 of 10: Burning Down Purgatory – The Finished Work: Eternal Security vs. Eternal 
Shakedown 

 

Introduction: Rome’s Eternal Racket 

Every false system runs on one principle: keep people insecure. If you can convince a man 
that salvation isn’t finished, you can sell him something to “finish it.” That’s Rome’s game. 
Purgatory isn’t just a bad doctrine—it’s an eternal shakedown. It denies eternal security, 
denies the blood of Christ, and denies the gospel itself. 

The Word of God says salvation is finished, eternal, secure, guaranteed by the blood of 
Christ. Rome says salvation is partial, fragile, dependent on priests, sacraments, and 
centuries in purgatory fire. That’s not the gospel. That’s extortion. 

Let’s tear down purgatory one last time and show the contrast: bondage under Rome 
versus liberty in Christ. Then let’s close with the thunderclap of John 5:24—passed from 
death unto life. No purgatory. No middle stop. No shakedown. Finished. 

 

Purgatory Denies Eternal Security 

The Bible teaches eternal security—the absolute assurance that once a man is saved, he is 
saved forever. 



• John 10:28–29 – “I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither 
shall any man pluck them out of my hand.” 

• Romans 8:38–39 – Nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

• Ephesians 1:13–14 – Believers are sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise until the 
redemption of the purchased possession. 

That’s eternal security. Christ’s hand, God’s love, the Spirit’s seal—triple-locked salvation. 

Purgatory denies all of it. If you can still burn for your sins after death, you’re not secure. If 
you need fire to purge “leftover stains,” the cross didn’t finish the job. If priests can shorten 
or lengthen your suffering, then your eternity depends on men, not God. 

Rome’s doctrine isn’t eternal security—it’s eternal insecurity. That way, you’ll never stop 
paying. 

 

Purgatory Denies Christ’s Blood 

Hebrews 9:14 says the blood of Christ purges our conscience from dead works. 1 John 1:7 
says the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all sin. Revelation 1:5 says He washed us 
from our sins in His own blood. 

That’s total, complete cleansing. 

But purgatory says: “Not quite. The blood of Christ gets you started, but you still need fire to 
finish the cleansing.” That’s blasphemy. That’s spitting on the blood. That’s saying Calvary 
wasn’t enough. 

Rome’s fire is a rival to Christ’s blood. And any system that sets fire against blood chooses 
fire—and burns for it. 

 

Purgatory Denies the Gospel 

The gospel is good news—salvation is a free gift through Christ. Romans 6:23: “The gift of 
God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Ephesians 2:8–9: “By grace are ye saved 
through faith…not of works.” 

Purgatory is bad news—salvation is a probationary period, a fire that must be endured, a 
debt that must be paid. It’s not grace, it’s works. Not a gift, but a purchase. Not finished, 
but ongoing. 



That’s not the gospel. That’s another gospel. Paul said in Galatians 1:8: “Though we, or an 
angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you…let him be accursed.” Purgatory falls 
under that curse. 

 

Rome’s Bondage vs. Gospel Liberty 

Look at the contrast: 

Rome’s Bondage: 

• Eternal insecurity. 

• Dependence on priests. 

• Fear of fire. 

• Endless payments. 

• No assurance of heaven. 

Gospel Liberty: 

• Eternal security. 

• Dependence on Christ alone. 

• Peace with God. 

• Free gift of salvation. 

• Full assurance of eternal life. 

Romans 8:1 says: “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ 
Jesus.” That’s liberty. Rome’s purgatory chains men to condemnation after condemnation, 
payment after payment, until death itself feels like a prison sentence. The gospel breaks 
those chains. 

 

The Finished Work of Christ 

The final hammer blow: Christ finished it. 

• John 19:30 – “It is finished.” Not halfway. Not provisional. Finished. 



• Hebrews 10:14 – “By one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are 
sanctified.” Not perfected for a while, not perfected after purgatory—perfected 
forever. 

• Colossians 2:14 – He blotted out the handwriting of ordinances against us, nailing it 
to His cross. The record is gone. No fire can bring it back. 

The cross doesn’t need a sequel. The blood doesn’t need a booster. Calvary doesn’t need a 
purgatory. One sacrifice forever, one Savior forever, one salvation forever. 

 

John 5:24 – The Final Word 

Let’s close with Christ’s own words, the nail that shuts Rome’s coffin for good: 

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, 
hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto 
life.” 

Look at it carefully: 

• Hath everlasting life – present possession, not future probation. 

• Shall not come into condemnation – no purgatory fire, no holding tank, no middle 
stop. 

• Is passed from death unto life – already happened, already finished, already 
secure. 

That one verse demolishes purgatory, indulgences, Masses, and Rome’s entire system. 
Eternal life is present, permanent, and guaranteed the moment you believe. 

 

Conclusion: Eternal Security, Not Eternal Shakedown 

Purgatory is Rome’s eternal shakedown. It denies eternal security, denies Christ’s blood, 
denies the gospel. It chains men in fear, robs families of hope, and sells salvation like a 
product. But the cross of Christ shatters the whole racket. 

Eternal security is not a theory—it’s a promise, sealed by Christ’s blood, guaranteed by His 
Word. Eternal life is not for sale—it’s a gift. Salvation is not probation—it’s possession. 



So here’s the final verdict: purgatory burns, not in eternity, but in the trash heap of false 
doctrine. Christ’s finished work stands forever. And the believer can rest in His words: “He 
that believeth…is passed from death unto life.” 

Finished. Forever. Free. 

Burn the shakedown. Trust the finished work. 

 

 

Conclusion: The Ashes of Rome’s Fire 

We’ve swung ten hammers, and the wall is down. The smoke has cleared, and all that’s left 
of purgatory is a pile of ashes. Ten essays, ten battlefields, and one conclusion: purgatory is 
a lie from the pit of hell, dressed up in robes and incense, sold at a premium to keep souls 
trembling under Rome’s thumb. 

The Book says it plain: 

• “It is finished.” (John 19:30) – not “it is ongoing.” 

• “By one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.” (Heb. 10:14) – 
not “perfected after a few centuries of flames.” 

• “Absent from the body, and…present with the Lord.” (2 Cor. 5:8) – not “present in a 
holding tank waiting for clearance.” 

• “He that believeth…is passed from death unto life.” (John 5:24) – not “passed into 
probation under Rome.” 

That’s the gospel. That’s the truth. That’s security. 

Rome offers insecurity, bondage, manipulation, indulgences, Masses, and eternal doubt. 
Christ offers liberty, assurance, forgiveness, and eternal life. Rome sells fire insurance for a 
fire that doesn’t exist. Christ bore the fire of God’s wrath once for all so you’d never see a 
spark of it. 

The question is simple: who will you believe? Rome with its treasury, or Christ with His 
cross? Rome with its fire sale, or Christ with His finished work? 

The choice is stark: 

• Rome’s eternal shakedown—or Christ’s eternal security. 

• A priest’s invoice—or the Savior’s free gift. 



• Burning in an imaginary fire—or resting in a finished salvation. 

As for me, I’ll take the Book. I’ll take the cross. I’ll take the promise that can’t be broken: 
“There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus.” (Rom. 8:1) 

Purgatory burns today—not in eternity, but in the trash heap of false doctrine. The fire’s out, 
the scam’s exposed, the chains are broken. Salvation is finished, free, and forever. 

Burn the lie. Believe the gospel. Stand free in Christ. 

 


