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Introduction to Types and Pictures of Christ 

The Bible is a book written by many authors across centuries, yet it carries one unbroken 
thread: Christ. From Genesis to Revelation, the Scriptures consistently point to Jesus as 
God’s promised Redeemer. Our Lord Himself declared, “Search the scriptures; for in them 
ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me” (John 5:39). The Old 
Testament is not merely background or history—it is a treasure chest filled with shadows, 
types, and pictures that find their fulfillment in Christ. 

This series, Types and Pictures of Christ, is designed to help believers see Christ where He 
has been all along: in the pages of the Old Testament. Adam, Noah, Abraham, Joseph, 
Moses, David, the sacrifices, the prophets—all are testimonies in advance, pointing to the 
person and work of Jesus. Each foreshadowing reveals another facet of His glory and gives 
us confidence that the Bible is divinely inspired and unified. 

Why Types and Pictures Matter 

To study types and pictures of Christ is not an exercise in curiosity or symbolism. It is 
foundational for faith. Every type confirms God’s sovereignty, every picture reinforces 
Christ’s sufficiency, and every foreshadowing demonstrates God’s master plan of 
redemption. When we see how the ark speaks of salvation, how Isaac foreshadows the Son 
of promise, or how David points to the Shepherd-King, our faith is deepened, and our 
understanding of the gospel is broadened. 

The study of types also bridges the Old and New Testaments. Without them, we risk seeing 
the Old Testament as disconnected history. But with them, we see how seamlessly God 
wove His plan together, preparing His people to recognize His Son when He came in the 
flesh. The sacrifices, the tabernacle, the prophets—all declared ahead of time what Christ 
would accomplish perfectly on the cross and through the resurrection. 

Guarding Against Over-Allegorizing 

At the same time, caution is needed. Not every detail in the Old Testament is intended as a 
type of Christ, and the danger of over-allegorizing has led many into fanciful and unsound 



interpretations. This series will carefully distinguish between legitimate biblical types, 
which are confirmed by Scripture itself, and speculative allegories that distract from truth. 
The goal is not to force Christ into every word but to faithfully recognize Him where God 
placed His fingerprints. 

The Structure of This Series 

Across ten essays, we will examine some of the most prominent Old Testament figures and 
systems that point directly to Christ: 

• Adam as the first man and Christ as the Last Adam. 

• Noah and the ark as pictures of salvation. 

• Abraham’s faith and the promised Seed. 

• Joseph’s rejection and exaltation. 

• Moses as deliverer and mediator. 

• David as shepherd and king. 

• The sacrificial system as a preview of the cross. 

• The prophets as voices revealing Christ. 

• Finally, we will end with a call to guard sound interpretation and avoid abusing 
Scripture through over-allegorizing. 

Each essay will highlight the beauty of Christ hidden in shadows, fulfilled in reality, and 
revealed in the gospel. 

Why This Matters for the Church Today 

In a time when faith is often attacked, the study of biblical types is one of the most powerful 
confirmations of inspiration. How could men across centuries, in different places, writing 
from different backgrounds, produce such unity unless the hand of God guided them? And 
what greater proof could there be than that they all pointed to the same Savior? 

For the believer, this study magnifies Christ. It reminds us that salvation was not an 
afterthought but the eternal plan of God, seen in shadow from the very beginning. It 
strengthens our confidence in Scripture, assures us of Christ’s sufficiency, and inspires 
worship of the One who fulfills every promise. 

 

 



1 of 10: Types and Pictures of Christ – Introduction: Seeing Christ in the Shadows of 
the Old Testament 

Key Theme: The Old Testament is filled with types, pictures, and foreshadows that point to 
Christ. Understanding them enriches our faith, strengthens our confidence in God’s plan, 
and reveals the unity of Scripture. 

 

Introduction: Christ in All the Scriptures 

When Jesus walked with the two disciples on the road to Emmaus after His resurrection, 
Luke tells us: 

“And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He expounded unto them in all the 
Scriptures the things concerning Himself.” (Luke 24:27) 

That single verse unlocks the purpose of the Old Testament. Though written across 1,500 
years, by multiple authors, and in diverse settings, its central focus is one Person—Christ. 
The law, the prophets, the history, and the poetry all point forward to Him. 

This essay introduces the concept of typology—the God-designed pictures and patterns in 
the Old Testament that foreshadow the person and work of Christ. Understanding these 
types strengthens our faith by showing us the consistency of God’s redemptive plan, giving 
us confidence that Jesus was not a last-minute answer to human failure, but the eternal 
plan of God revealed progressively. 

 

Defining Types and Pictures of Christ 

A type is a real, historical person, event, or institution in the Old Testament that 
foreshadows something greater in the New Testament, usually fulfilled in Christ. Paul 
affirms this: 

• “For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we 
through patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.” (Romans 15:4) 

• “Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples [types]: and they are 
written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.” (1 
Corinthians 10:11) 

Types are not allegories or fanciful re-readings. They are God-ordained previews—
shadows cast backward from the cross into Israel’s history. 



Examples: 

• Adam, the “first man,” is contrasted with Christ, the “last Adam” (1 Corinthians 
15:45). 

• The Passover lamb prefigures Christ, the true Lamb of God (John 1:29; 1 Corinthians 
5:7). 

• The tabernacle foreshadows Christ dwelling among us (John 1:14). 

Thus, typology is not a man-made tool of interpretation, but a divine design. 

 

Why Typology Matters for Faith 

1. It Shows the Unity of the Bible 
From Genesis to Revelation, the Bible is not a random collection of writings, but one 
unfolding drama of redemption. Types and pictures prove that Scripture has one 
Author—God Himself. 

2. It Confirms the Deity and Mission of Christ 
The fact that Christ fulfills centuries-old foreshadows demonstrates His divine 
authority. He is not merely a moral teacher, but the climax of God’s eternal plan. 

3. It Strengthens Believers Against Doubt 
When we see how Christ was embedded in Israel’s history, we gain confidence that 
our faith rests on God’s unshakable plan, not on man’s invention. 

4. It Calls Us to Deeper Holiness 
The types often carry moral applications. The Passover lamb not only foreshadows 
Christ’s death but calls us to live in purity (1 Corinthians 5:7–8). 

 

The Progress of Revelation 

Typology reflects what theologians call progressive revelation. God revealed His plan in 
stages, each building upon the last. The shadows grew sharper until they were fulfilled in 
Christ. 

• In Genesis, Christ is foreshadowed as the Seed of the woman who would crush the 
serpent (Genesis 3:15). 

• In Exodus, He is seen in the Passover lamb and the deliverer Moses. 



• In Leviticus, He is pictured in every offering and the high priest. 

• In Numbers, the bronze serpent lifted up prefigures the cross (John 3:14–15). 

• In Deuteronomy, Moses predicts a Prophet like unto himself (Deuteronomy 18:15; 
Acts 3:22). 

• In the Psalms, Christ is the Good Shepherd, the Suffering One, and the King of 
Glory. 

• In the Prophets, He is the coming Servant, King, and Redeemer. 

Thus, the Old Testament is not irrelevant history, but Christ concealed. The New Testament 
is Christ revealed. 

 

Guarding Against Over-Allegorizing 

One danger when studying types is the temptation to see Christ in every detail, even when 
Scripture does not indicate it. The church fathers sometimes turned typology into 
uncontrolled allegory, losing the historical reality. 

Safe principles for typology: 

• A true type is rooted in historical reality (Adam, Joseph, David, etc.). 

• A true type has New Testament confirmation or clear theological connection. 

• A type should exalt Christ, not distract into speculative details. 

This balance helps us avoid abusing Scripture while still enjoying the richness God has 
placed in it. 

 

Christ as the Fulfillment 

The New Testament affirms repeatedly that Christ is the fulfillment of Old Testament 
shadows: 

• “These are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ.” (Colossians 2:17) 

• “For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the 
things…” (Hebrews 10:1) 

• “But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come…” (Hebrews 9:11) 



Thus, studying the types deepens our worship. Every sacrifice, every festival, every priest, 
and every prophet whispers His name. 

 

Why This Matters for Us Today 

1. It Builds Confidence in the Gospel 
Seeing Christ in the Old Testament confirms that salvation is not an afterthought but 
the eternal plan of God. 

2. It Deepens Our Worship 
When we see Christ in the Passover, the temple, and the psalms, our worship is 
enriched with awe. 

3. It Calls Us to Transformation 
The same Christ foreshadowed in types now dwells in us by His Spirit. The shadows 
should lead us not only to Christ historically but also to transformation personally. 

 

Conclusion: The Shadows Lead Us Home 

The Old Testament is like a vast cathedral filled with stained glass windows. From certain 
angles, the images look dim and incomplete. But when Christ, the Light of the World, 
shines through, the colors burst into life. 

The types, pictures, and foreshadows were never ends in themselves. They were signposts 
pointing forward, preparing the world for the fullness of Christ. As Paul wrote: 

“For all the promises of God in Him are yea, and in Him Amen, unto the glory of God by us.” 
(2 Corinthians 1:20) 

This series will journey through those shadows—Adam, Noah, Abraham, Joseph, Moses, 
David, the sacrifices, and the prophets—not to exalt the shadows themselves, but to see 
the brilliance of Christ shining through them. 

For the Christian today, this study will anchor your faith, expand your worship, and remind 
you that God’s plan has always been about Jesus—the Lamb slain from the foundation of 
the world. 

 

 

 



2 of 10: Types and Pictures of Christ – Adam: The First Man and the Last Adam 

Key Texts: Romans 5:12–21; 1 Corinthians 15:20–22, 45–49 

 

Introduction: The Significance of Adam 

In the unfolding drama of redemptive history, Adam, the first man, stands as a monumental 
figure. He is not only the head of the human race but also the representative through whom 
sin entered the world. His story is not simply about the origins of mankind—it is about the 
condition of mankind. The Bible presents Adam as more than a historical figure; he is also a 
theological type, a foreshadowing of Christ. The apostle Paul, under the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit, draws a direct line between Adam and Christ, calling Christ the “last Adam” (1 
Corinthians 15:45). Where Adam failed, Christ triumphed. Where Adam brought death, 
Christ brought life. 

Understanding this parallel is crucial because it reveals the consistency of God’s plan of 
salvation and magnifies the glory of Christ as the true head of redeemed humanity. 

 

Adam as the Federal Head of Humanity 

Adam was created in the image of God, placed in the Garden of Eden, and given dominion 
over creation (Genesis 1:26–28). He stood not only as an individual but as the 
representative of the entire human race. His obedience or disobedience would not merely 
affect him alone—it would impact all his descendants. This is what theologians call federal 
headship. 

When Adam sinned by disobeying God’s command (Genesis 3:6), sin entered the world. 
Paul writes: 

“Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death 
passed upon all men, for that all have sinned” (Romans 5:12). 

Through Adam’s fall, humanity inherited both a sinful nature and the sentence of death. 
Adam’s choice became humanity’s ruin. 

 

Christ as the Last Adam 

But the story doesn’t end with Adam’s failure. In Christ, God raised up another 
representative head—the “last Adam.” Unlike the first Adam, who fell in a garden of 



abundance, the last Adam triumphed in the wilderness of temptation and in the Garden of 
Gethsemane. 

Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 15:45: 

“The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was made a quickening spirit.” 

Adam could only pass along natural life, but Christ, through His death and resurrection, 
imparts spiritual and eternal life. In this way, Adam’s failure serves as the dark backdrop 
against which Christ’s victory shines all the brighter. 

 

Adam and Christ Compared in Romans 5 

Romans 5:12–21 provides the most direct comparison between Adam and Christ. Paul 
presents them as two representatives whose actions brought consequences for all under 
their headship: 

• Through Adam came sin, death, and condemnation. 

• Through Christ came righteousness, life, and justification. 

Verse 19 summarizes it perfectly: 

“For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one 
shall many be made righteous.” 

Adam’s one act of disobedience plunged the human race into ruin. Christ’s one act of 
obedience—His death on the cross—opened the door of salvation for all who believe. 

 

Adam as a Type of Christ 

Adam, then, is a “type” of Christ (Romans 5:14). Typology is God’s way of embedding 
shadows and pictures of Christ in the Old Testament, which are later fulfilled in the New. 
Adam points us to Christ in several ways: 

1. Representation: Adam represented humanity in the garden. Christ represents His 
people at the cross. 

2. Headship: Adam is the head of fallen humanity. Christ is the head of redeemed 
humanity. 

3. Origin: From Adam came natural life; from Christ comes eternal life. 



4. Destiny: Adam’s legacy is death; Christ’s legacy is resurrection. 

 

The Failure of Adam and the Triumph of Christ 

Adam’s story begins with glory but ends with shame. He walked with God, yet his 
disobedience brought separation. He was given life but ushered in death. Yet Christ came 
to undo Adam’s curse. The Son of God took on human flesh, entered into the brokenness 
Adam unleashed, and overcame sin and death through His perfect obedience. 

At Calvary, Christ bore the penalty of Adam’s sin and ours. At the resurrection, He crushed 
death—the final enemy. Where Adam lost paradise, Christ will one day restore it in the new 
heavens and new earth (Revelation 21–22). 

 

Practical Lessons for Believers 

Studying Adam and Christ is not just an academic exercise; it shapes our faith: 

1. The Seriousness of Sin – Adam’s one act of disobedience brought devastation. Sin 
is never small. 

2. The Hope of Redemption – No matter how deep the ruin, Christ’s obedience is 
greater than Adam’s failure. 

3. The Assurance of Justification – Our righteousness is not our own. As Adam’s sin 
was imputed to us, Christ’s righteousness is imputed to believers. 

4. The Certainty of Resurrection – Because Christ lives, we who are in Him shall live 
also (1 Corinthians 15:22). 

 

Conclusion: From the First Man to the New Man 

Adam teaches us about our origin, our sin, and our need. Christ, the last Adam, teaches us 
about redemption, life, and glory. The contrast between the two is meant to drive us to faith 
in Christ alone. If we remain in Adam, we remain in sin and death. But if we are in Christ, we 
partake of His righteousness and eternal life. 

The first Adam’s story ends with exile from paradise. The last Adam’s story ends with His 
people restored to God’s presence forever. This is the gospel according to Adam and 
Christ—the story of ruin and redemption, of failure and triumph, of death and everlasting 
life. 



3 of 10: Types and Pictures of Christ – Noah: The Ark of Salvation 

Key Texts: Genesis 6–9; 1 Peter 3:18–22; Hebrews 11:7 

 

Introduction: Judgment, Grace, and Salvation 

Few stories in Scripture capture the tension of judgment and mercy like the account of 
Noah and the flood. In Genesis 6–9, we encounter a world filled with violence, corruption, 
and rebellion against God. The Lord, who is perfectly just, determines to destroy all flesh by 
a cataclysmic flood. Yet in the midst of wrath, God remembers mercy. He raises up a man 
named Noah, declares him righteous by faith, and provides an ark—a vessel of salvation. 
Through this ark, Noah and his family are delivered from the waters of judgment. 

The New Testament makes clear that this event is more than ancient history. It is a 
prophetic picture, a type, pointing to Jesus Christ and the salvation He accomplished. 
Noah’s ark is not merely a boat—it is a shadow of the cross, a symbol of safety, and a vivid 
reminder that outside of Christ there is no refuge. As Peter writes, “the ark… wherein few, 
that is, eight souls were saved by water. The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also 
now save us” (1 Peter 3:20–21). 

This essay will unfold Noah’s story as a type of Christ, examining the parallels between the 
ark and the Savior, exploring the themes of judgment and deliverance, and showing why 
this matters for the church today. Ultimately, Noah’s ark is not a children’s fable with 
animals and rainbows—it is a gospel proclamation with eternal stakes. 

 

1. The Context of Noah’s World 

Genesis 6 paints a sobering picture: “The earth was corrupt before God, and the earth was 
filled with violence” (v. 11). Humanity had abandoned the Creator, choosing instead a life of 
wickedness, immorality, and rebellion. Every imagination of the heart was evil continually 
(v. 5). God, who is holy, declared that His Spirit would not always strive with man (v. 3). 

This background is critical because it mirrors our own world. Just as the antediluvian 
society mocked Noah’s warnings, our present generation scoffs at the preaching of 
judgment and grace. Jesus Himself drew the comparison: “As the days of Noah were, so 
shall also the coming of the Son of man be” (Matthew 24:37). The moral collapse of Noah’s 
age prefigures the last days in which we live. 

The flood was God’s decisive act of judgment. But He did not leave humanity without hope. 
In the middle of that darkness, Genesis 6:8 declares: “But Noah found grace in the eyes of 



the Lord.” Grace is always God’s first word. Before judgment falls, God makes a way of 
salvation. That way was the ark. 

 

2. Noah: A Picture of Christ 

Noah himself serves as a type of Christ. He was chosen by God, righteous in his 
generation, and obedient to His command. Hebrews 11:7 says, “By faith Noah, being 
warned of God… prepared an ark to the saving of his house.” His faith condemned the 
world and secured salvation for his family. 

In the same way, Jesus is the ultimate righteous One, chosen before the foundation of the 
world. By His obedience, even to the death of the cross, He brings salvation not only to His 
“house”—the church—but to all who enter by faith. Noah points forward to the greater 
Deliverer. 

 

3. The Ark as Christ 

The ark itself is perhaps the most vivid type of Christ in the Old Testament. Consider the 
parallels: 

• One Ark, One Savior: God provided only one ark. Outside of it, there was no 
salvation. Likewise, Acts 4:12 declares: “Neither is there salvation in any other.” 
Christ alone is the way. 

• God’s Design, Not Man’s: God gave Noah the exact specifications for the ark 
(Genesis 6:14–16). Salvation is not man’s invention; it is God’s plan from eternity. 
The cross was not an afterthought—it was foreordained. 

• Made of Gopher Wood, Covered with Pitch: The ark was sealed inside and out 
with pitch (Hebrew kaphar, meaning “atonement” or “covering”). This prefigures the 
blood of Christ, which covers and seals believers from judgment. 

• Only One Door: The ark had a single entrance. Jesus said, “I am the door: by me if 
any man enter in, he shall be saved” (John 10:9). There are not many ways to God—
only one way through Christ. 

• Safe from Judgment: As the waters rose, those inside the ark were lifted above the 
flood of wrath. Likewise, those in Christ are safe from condemnation (Romans 8:1). 

 



4. Judgment and Deliverance 

The floodwaters both destroyed and delivered. They destroyed the world of the ungodly, yet 
they lifted up the ark of salvation. This dual symbolism finds its fulfillment in the cross. At 
Calvary, judgment fell on Christ as the substitute, but that same event became the means 
of salvation for all who believe. 

Peter draws the connection explicitly: “The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also 
now save us” (1 Peter 3:21). Baptism pictures our identification with Christ—dying to sin, 
buried with Him, and rising to new life. Just as Noah’s family was carried through the waters 
of judgment safely, so believers pass through the judgment by union with Christ. 

The flood reminds us that sin has consequences. God’s patience is great, but it is not 
endless. Just as judgment fell suddenly in Noah’s day, so it will again when Christ returns. 
The ark calls us to flee to Christ before it is too late. 

 

5. A Minority Saved 

One of the striking details of the flood account is that only eight souls were saved. Despite 
Noah’s 120 years of preaching, only his family entered the ark. Salvation has always been 
for the few, not the majority. Jesus said, “Narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and 
few there be that find it” (Matthew 7:14). 

This truth confronts modern assumptions. Many suppose that most people are “good” and 
will make it to heaven. Scripture tells a different story. Only those in Christ are saved. The 
ark was sufficient for all, but it only benefited those who entered. Christ’s atonement is 
sufficient for all, but it is only effective for those who believe. 

 

6. The Preaching of Noah 

2 Peter 2:5 calls Noah a “preacher of righteousness.” His life and message warned the 
world of coming judgment. Every hammer strike against the ark was a sermon of grace and 
truth. Yet the world ignored him, choosing pleasure, violence, and unbelief. 

The church today stands in Noah’s role. We proclaim the gospel of Christ crucified and 
risen, warning of judgment to come and offering salvation. Like Noah, we will be mocked, 
ridiculed, and dismissed. But our task is not results—it is faithfulness. Noah preached for 
over a century and only his family responded, yet he is remembered in Hebrews 11 as a 
hero of faith. The same will be said of faithful witnesses today. 



 

7. God Shut the Door 

Genesis 7:16 records a solemn truth: “And the Lord shut him in.” God Himself closed the 
door of the ark, sealing Noah’s family in safety and sealing the world out. This emphasizes 
both God’s sovereignty and the urgency of salvation. Once the door was shut, no amount of 
pleading or pounding could open it. 

This is a sobering picture of final judgment. When Christ returns, the day of grace will end. 
The door of mercy will close. Today is the day of salvation (2 Corinthians 6:2). Once the 
door shuts, it is too late. The ark urges us not to delay, but to flee to Christ while the 
invitation still stands. 

 

8. The Covenant of Grace 

After the flood, God established a covenant with Noah and his descendants (Genesis 9:8–
17). The rainbow became the sign of His promise never to destroy the earth by water again. 
This covenant points forward to the greater covenant in Christ, sealed not with a rainbow 
but with blood. 

Just as Noah emerged into a cleansed creation, so believers in Christ will enter the new 
heavens and new earth where righteousness dwells. The ark carries us not only through 
judgment but into glory. 

 

9. The Relevance for the Church Today 

Why does Noah’s story matter for us? 

1. It reminds us of the seriousness of sin. The flood was not a myth—it was God’s 
judgment. The cross shows the same truth: sin is deadly. 

2. It strengthens our faith in Christ as the only refuge. Just as the ark was God’s sole 
provision, Christ is the only way. 

3. It calls us to urgent evangelism. Noah preached for 120 years, and so must we 
bear witness faithfully until the end. 

4. It assures us of God’s keeping power. The ark withstood the storm, and Christ 
keeps all who are His. 

 



10. Conclusion: Flee to the Ark 

The story of Noah is not just for children’s Bibles—it is a gospel sermon written in history. 
The flood declares that God is holy, sin is serious, and judgment is coming. But the ark 
declares that God is merciful, salvation is provided, and safety is available. 

Christ is our ark. In Him, we are covered, sealed, lifted above the waters of wrath, and 
brought into the covenant of peace. Outside of Him, there is only death. The invitation is 
simple: “Come thou and all thy house into the ark” (Genesis 7:1). 

In a world like Noah’s, filled with violence and corruption, the ark still stands open. Christ 
calls the weary, the guilty, the broken: Enter in. Find rest. Be saved. For the day is coming 
when, once more, the door will close. 

 

 

4 of 10: Types and Pictures of Christ – Abraham: The Father of Faith and the Promised 
Seed 

Key Text: Genesis 15:6 – “And he believed in the Lord; and he counted it to him for 
righteousness.” 

 

Introduction: Abraham in the Plan of God 

Among the towering figures of the Old Testament, Abraham holds a unique place. He is 
called the friend of God (James 2:23) and the father of all them that believe (Romans 4:11). 
But beyond his personal walk of faith, Abraham’s life is woven into the divine tapestry of 
redemption as a type and picture of Christ. His story is not simply about a nomadic 
shepherd blessed with descendants and land—it is about the gospel. 

Paul explicitly states in Galatians 3:8 that “the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify 
the heathen through faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham.” The Abrahamic 
covenant is, at its heart, Christ-centered. Every promise finds its “Yea and Amen” in Jesus 
(2 Corinthians 1:20). Abraham’s faith, his covenant relationship with God, and the 
promised seed all point beyond himself to the coming Messiah. 

This essay will explore Abraham as a type of Christ in three primary ways: 

1. Abraham’s faith and justification as a pattern fulfilled perfectly in Christ. 

2. The covenant promises given to Abraham, culminating in the ultimate Seed, Jesus. 



3. The offering of Isaac as a foreshadow of Calvary, where God did not spare His Son. 

Through Abraham we see not only the roots of Israel’s story, but also the shadow of Christ’s 
redemptive work that strengthens our faith today. 

 

Abraham’s Call and Faith 

Abraham’s story begins with a call: “Get thee out of thy country… unto a land that I will 
shew thee” (Genesis 12:1). This separation from idolatry to covenant fellowship is the first 
hint of God’s plan to create a people for His name. Abraham’s obedience—though 
imperfect—prefigures Christ’s perfect submission to the Father’s will. 

Hebrews 11:8 states, “By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which 
he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed.” Faith and obedience are inseparably 
tied. Abraham’s willingness to leave all behind echoes Christ leaving heaven’s glory to 
accomplish redemption. Abraham walked by faith, not sight; Christ embodied faithfulness 
to the Father’s mission, even unto death. 

Where Abraham faltered at times—lying about Sarah, doubting God’s timing—Christ never 
stumbled. Yet even Abraham’s failures highlight the sufficiency of grace, pointing to the 
perfect Seed who would never fail. 

 

Justification by Faith: Abraham as Prototype 

The clearest link between Abraham and the gospel is found in justification by faith. Genesis 
15:6 states: “And he believed in the Lord; and he counted it to him for righteousness.” 

Paul builds his entire doctrine of justification in Romans 4 upon this verse. Abraham was 
declared righteous, not by works, but by faith alone. This was centuries before the Law, 
showing that salvation is always by grace through faith. 

Christ is the fulfillment of this truth. Where Abraham believed God’s promise of 
descendants and blessing, believers today believe God’s promise of salvation through 
Christ. Abraham’s righteousness was imputed on the basis of faith; our righteousness is 
imputed because Christ’s righteousness is credited to our account (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

Thus, Abraham serves as the prototype of New Testament salvation. His experience points 
to the greater reality in Christ. 

 



The Covenant Promises: Land, Nation, Blessing 

God’s covenant with Abraham included three promises: 

1. Land – A literal inheritance for his seed. 

2. Nation – His descendants would become a great people. 

3. Blessing – Through him, all nations would be blessed (Genesis 12:1–3). 

Each of these has Christological significance. 

• The Land: Ultimately points to the renewed creation, the eternal inheritance 
secured by Christ (Romans 8:17). The earthly Canaan was a shadow of the heavenly 
promise. 

• The Nation: Israel came through Abraham, but the true seed culminates in Christ. 
Galatians 3:16 says, “Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made… and 
to thy Seed, which is Christ.” 

• The Blessing: The gospel is the blessing promised to all nations. Christ, as the 
Seed, brings salvation to Jew and Gentile alike. 

Without Christ, the Abrahamic covenant is incomplete. With Christ, it blossoms into its full 
meaning. 

 

Isaac: The Promised Seed and Picture of Christ 

The most vivid type of Christ in Abraham’s life is seen in Isaac, the child of promise. Born 
miraculously to aged parents, Isaac symbolizes life from the dead, pointing to Christ’s 
virgin birth and resurrection. 

But the climax is in Genesis 22, when Abraham is commanded to offer Isaac. This “trial of 
faith” is rich with foreshadowing: 

• The Father’s Offering: Abraham represents God the Father, who gave His only Son. 

• The Beloved Son: Isaac, the “only son” (Genesis 22:2), pictures Christ, the beloved 
Son (Matthew 3:17). 

• The Journey to Moriah: The very site later became Calvary. 

• The Wood: Isaac carried the wood for his own sacrifice, just as Christ bore His 
cross. 



• The Substitute: God provided a ram caught in the thicket, picturing substitutionary 
atonement. Christ is the Lamb of God provided in our place. 

Hebrews 11:19 adds that Abraham accounted “that God was able to raise him up, even 
from the dead; from whence also he received him in a figure.” The near-sacrifice of Isaac 
foreshadows both death and resurrection in Christ. 

 

Abraham as a Type of Christ’s Mediatorial Role 

Abraham also functions as a type of Christ in his role as intercessor. In Genesis 18, he 
pleads for Sodom, standing in the gap between God’s judgment and the city. Though his 
request could not save Sodom, it prefigures Christ’s greater intercession on behalf of 
sinners (Hebrews 7:25). 

Where Abraham’s intercession was limited, Christ’s is effectual. He not only prays for us, 
He has paid for us. 

 

Abraham’s Failures and Christ’s Perfection 

Types are always imperfect. Abraham lied about Sarah, fathered Ishmael in unbelief, and 
wavered in faith. These shortcomings remind us that he is but a shadow. The substance is 
Christ. 

Christ never lied, never wavered, never sinned. Where Abraham faltered, Christ triumphed. 
This contrast magnifies Christ’s sufficiency. Abraham teaches us faith, but Christ perfects 
it. 

 

Why This Matters Today 

Why should we see Christ in Abraham? Because it anchors our faith in God’s unfolding 
plan. The gospel is not a last-minute idea; it is rooted in the earliest pages of Scripture. 
Seeing Christ in the Old Testament strengthens our confidence in God’s sovereignty and 
the reliability of His Word. 

Moreover, Abraham reminds us of what it means to walk by faith. Like him, we are called to 
believe the unseen promises of God. And like Abraham, our faith rests not in our 
performance, but in God’s provision—the Seed, Jesus Christ. 

 



Conclusion: From Abraham to Christ 

Abraham’s life is more than an ancient story. It is a prophetic shadow of the gospel. His call 
foreshadows Christ’s mission. His faith foreshadows justification. His covenant 
foreshadows the new covenant. His son Isaac foreshadows the cross and resurrection. 

In Christ, the promises to Abraham are fulfilled, and in Christ, we too become heirs of 
those promises (Galatians 3:29). Abraham points us forward, but Christ brings us home. 

 

 

5 of 10: Types and Pictures of Christ – Joseph: Rejected and Exalted Savior 

Key Text: Genesis 37–50 

 

Introduction: Joseph as a Type of Christ 

Among all the Old Testament figures, Joseph stands out as one of the clearest and most 
compelling types of Jesus Christ. His life was marked by rejection, betrayal, unjust 
suffering, exaltation, and ultimately reconciliation—all central themes fulfilled perfectly in 
Christ. Unlike Adam, who fell, or Noah, whose story centered on judgment and salvation, 
Joseph’s narrative uniquely combines suffering with glory. He was despised by his own 
family, sold for silver, falsely accused, imprisoned, then lifted to the right hand of Pharaoh, 
ruling over Egypt and dispensing life-saving bread to the world. 

This is no accident. God superintended Joseph’s life not only to preserve Israel but to 
prefigure Christ—the true and greater Savior. Paul tells us that these Old Testament 
accounts were “written for our learning” (Romans 15:4), and Joseph’s story offers one of 
the richest Christ-centered pictures in all of Scripture. 

 

1. Beloved of the Father 

Joseph was uniquely loved by his father Jacob, who gave him a coat of many colors 
(Genesis 37:3). This mark of favor distinguished Joseph, setting him apart from his 
brothers, who grew envious and hostile toward him. 

This prefigures Christ, the “beloved Son” of the Father, in whom He is “well pleased” 
(Matthew 3:17). Just as Joseph was uniquely loved and set apart, so too was Christ. Yet that 
love from the Father became the very reason for His rejection by men. 



The world resents the favor of God, and so it hated Jesus without a cause (John 15:25). 

 

2. Rejected by His Brothers 

Joseph’s brothers could not tolerate his dreams—prophetic visions that one day they would 
bow before him. In pride and anger, they conspired against him, casting him into a pit and 
eventually selling him for twenty pieces of silver (Genesis 37:28). 

Christ too was rejected by His own people. John 1:11 declares, “He came unto His own, 
and His own received Him not.” Judas sold Him for thirty pieces of silver, echoing Joseph’s 
betrayal. The rejection of Joseph by his brothers is one of the clearest foreshadows of 
Christ’s rejection by Israel. 

 

3. The Suffering Servant 

Joseph endured slavery, temptation, and false accusation. In Potiphar’s house, he faithfully 
served but was wrongly accused by Potiphar’s wife and thrown into prison (Genesis 39:20). 
Though innocent, he bore shame and punishment unjustly. 

Here we see the suffering servant image fulfilled in Christ. Isaiah 53 calls Him the One who 
was “despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief.” Jesus 
bore false accusations, endured rejection, and went silently to the cross, though no sin 
was found in Him. 

 

4. Exalted to the Right Hand 

From the pit and the prison, Joseph was lifted to the palace. Pharaoh exalted him to the 
highest place of authority, second only to himself, giving him power to rule Egypt and save 
the world from famine (Genesis 41:41–44). 

This mirrors Christ’s exaltation. After His humiliation and death, God “highly exalted him” 
and gave Him the name above every name (Philippians 2:9–11). Just as every knee bowed 
before Joseph in Egypt, so every knee will bow before Christ, the greater Joseph. 

 

5. The Bread of Life 

Joseph administered the grain of Egypt, opening storehouses to feed starving nations. 
Without Joseph, the people would have perished. 



This points directly to Christ, the Bread of Life (John 6:35). He offers Himself as the true 
food from heaven. Just as Egypt came to Joseph for bread, so all must come to Christ for 
salvation. Without Him, there is no life. 

 

6. The Purpose of Suffering 

Joseph famously declared to his brothers, “You meant evil against me, but God meant it for 
good” (Genesis 50:20). His suffering was not meaningless—it was God’s means of saving 
many lives. 

Likewise, the cross looked like defeat, yet it was God’s ordained plan for redemption. Acts 
2:23 says Jesus was “delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God.” Men 
meant it for evil, but God meant it for eternal good. 

 

7. Reconciliation with His Brothers 

One of the most moving parts of Joseph’s story is his reconciliation with the very brothers 
who betrayed him. Instead of vengeance, Joseph forgave, embraced, and restored them. 

This mirrors Christ’s reconciliation of sinners. Romans 5:10 says, “When we were enemies, 
we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son.” Like Joseph, Christ offers forgiveness 
to those who rejected Him. 

 

8. A Prophetic Picture of Israel’s Future 

Joseph’s brothers did not recognize him the first time they saw him in Egypt; recognition 
only came the second time (Genesis 45:1–4). 

This foreshadows Israel’s relationship with Christ. At His first coming, Israel did not 
recognize Him as Messiah. But Zechariah 12:10 prophesies that when He returns, they will 
look upon Him whom they pierced and mourn, finally acknowledging Him. 

 

9. Joseph as Savior of the World 

Joseph’s rule brought physical salvation—he preserved life in a time of global famine. But 
Christ’s rule brings eternal salvation—He saves from sin and death itself. 



Joseph is thus not merely a character study; he is a shadow pointing forward to the world’s 
only true Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

10. Why This Matters for Faith Today 

Joseph’s story reminds believers of several vital truths: 

• God is sovereign—even betrayal, prison, and suffering are woven into His plan. 

• Christ is prefigured—the Old Testament is rich with pictures of the Savior. 

• Forgiveness is possible—like Joseph, we can forgive those who wrong us because 
God forgave us in Christ. 

• Salvation is secure—just as Joseph preserved his people, Christ preserves His 
Church. 

 

Conclusion: Christ, the Greater Joseph 

The life of Joseph is not just a fascinating Old Testament tale—it is a gospel proclamation. 
In Joseph, we see the shadow of Jesus Christ: the beloved Son, rejected by His brethren, 
sold for silver, humbled in suffering, exalted to reign, and ultimately revealed as the Savior 
and reconciler of His people. 

Christ is the greater Joseph. His story assures us that God’s purposes never fail, even when 
the world looks darkest. Just as Joseph was the only place of refuge during famine, so 
Christ alone is the refuge for sinners in the famine of sin. To see Joseph rightly is to see 
Christ more clearly—and to bow the knee to Him as Lord and Savior. 

 

 

 6 of 10: Types and Pictures of Christ – Moses: Deliverer and Mediator of a Covenant 

Key Texts: Exodus 3:10–12; Exodus 12:1–14; Deuteronomy 18:15; Hebrews 3:1–6 

 

Introduction: Moses in the Divine Story 

When we think of Moses, we think of plagues and parting seas, stone tablets and 
wilderness wanderings. He towers over the Old Testament as Israel’s deliverer, lawgiver, 



and intercessor. But more than just a great man of history, Moses was divinely appointed to 
foreshadow Christ. His life and ministry unfold like a series of prophetic portraits, pointing 
forward to the greater Deliverer, the ultimate Mediator, and the perfect Prophet who would 
come. 

From the burning bush to Mount Sinai, from the Passover lamb to the Tabernacle, the story 
of Moses is Christological in design. Scripture itself affirms this: “The LORD your God will 
raise up for you a Prophet like me from among you, from your brothers—it is to him you 
shall listen” (Deut. 18:15). Centuries later, Peter and Stephen both applied this directly to 
Christ (Acts 3:22; Acts 7:37). 

To study Moses is to behold shadows cast by the greater Light to come. Christ is the true 
Moses—the one who delivers from slavery, mediates a new covenant, and intercedes for 
His people forever. 

 

Moses as the Deliverer 

Israel’s Bondage and God’s Redeemer 

The story begins in Egypt, where Israel groaned under Pharaoh’s tyranny. They were 
enslaved, oppressed, and helpless to free themselves. God heard their cries and raised up 
Moses to confront Pharaoh with the divine command: “Let My people go.” 

This scene foreshadows the condition of humanity under sin. Every person is born enslaved 
to sin’s power, under Satan’s dominion, and subject to death’s reign. Just as Israel could 
not free themselves, neither can we. And just as God sent Moses, He has sent Christ to 
break our chains. 

Jesus said, “If the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed” (John 8:36). Like Moses, He 
came with heaven’s authority, confronting the powers of darkness and defeating the enemy 
through divine might. 

The Exodus as Salvation History 

The Exodus is not just Israel’s history; it is the pattern of redemption. The blood of the 
Passover lamb shielded Israel from judgment, just as the blood of Christ shields us from 
God’s wrath. Passing through the Red Sea prefigures baptism, leaving behind the old life of 
slavery and stepping into newness of life. 

Paul confirms this in 1 Corinthians 10:2, noting that Israel was “baptized into Moses” in the 
cloud and in the sea. For the Christian, salvation is being united to Christ in His death and 
resurrection (Romans 6:3–5). Moses’ deliverance was temporal; Christ’s is eternal. 



 

Moses as Mediator of a Covenant 

Sinai and the Law 

Once delivered, Israel was brought to Mount Sinai, where God revealed His holiness and 
gave the Law. But the people could not bear the terrifying presence of God. They begged 
Moses to speak to God on their behalf (Exodus 20:19). Thus Moses stood between God and 
Israel—a mediator. 

This is where Moses most clearly points to Christ. The Law was holy and good, but it could 
not save. It revealed sin but offered no power to overcome it. Moses mediated a covenant 
written on stone, but Christ mediates a new covenant written on hearts (Jeremiah 31:31–
34; 2 Corinthians 3:3). 

Hebrews 3 contrasts Moses and Christ: Moses was faithful as a servant, but Christ as a 
Son. Moses mediated a temporary covenant, but Christ mediates a better one, founded on 
better promises (Hebrews 8:6). 

The New Covenant in Christ’s Blood 

At the Last Supper, Jesus declared, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood” (Luke 
22:20). The thunder and fire of Sinai gave way to the broken body and shed blood of 
Calvary. The mediator is no longer a man trembling before the mountain, but the Son of 
God, reconciling God and man by His own sacrifice. 

Moses went up a mountain to meet God; Christ went up a cross to bring God down to us. 

 

Moses as Intercessor 

Pleading for the People 

Over and over, Moses interceded for Israel. When they worshiped the golden calf, God 
threatened judgment, but Moses prayed: “Yet now, if you will forgive their sin—but if not, 
blot me out of your book” (Exodus 32:32). His willingness to suffer for Israel foreshadows 
Christ’s substitutionary love. 

Of course, Moses could not actually bear Israel’s guilt. He himself was a sinner in need of 
grace. But Christ, the sinless Son of God, became the true Intercessor who bore the full 
penalty of sin. He was blotted out on the cross so that we might be written in the Lamb’s 
book of life. 



Christ, the Greater Intercessor 

Hebrews 7:25 declares, “He always lives to make intercession for them.” Unlike Moses, 
whose prayers could only delay judgment, Christ’s intercession secures eternal salvation. 
He pleads not on the basis of mercy alone, but on the grounds of His finished work. His 
blood speaks a better word than the blood of Abel (Hebrews 12:24). 

 

The Glory of Moses and the Greater Glory of Christ 

Moses’ face shone when he came down from Mount Sinai, reflecting the glory of God 
(Exodus 34:29). But the glory faded, and Moses veiled his face. Paul explains that this 
fading glory symbolized the temporary nature of the old covenant (2 Corinthians 3:7–11). 

In contrast, Christ shines with unborrowed, unfading glory. On the Mount of Transfiguration, 
Moses and Elijah appeared with Him, but the Father’s voice declared: “This is My beloved 
Son; listen to Him” (Mark 9:7). The glory of Moses was derivative; the glory of Christ is 
divine. 

 

Practical Applications 

1. Freedom from Bondage 
Just as Israel was freed from Egypt, so Christ frees us from sin’s tyranny. Do not 
return to slavery—“For freedom Christ has set us free” (Galatians 5:1). 

2. Confidence in a Better Covenant 
The Law cannot justify; only Christ’s blood can. Rest in His perfect mediation. You 
are not under law but under grace (Romans 6:14). 

3. Hope in Christ’s Intercession 
When you fail, remember Christ is praying for you. Unlike Moses, His intercession 
never falters. 

4. Beholding Greater Glory 
Don’t settle for veiled glimpses of God. In Christ, we see with unveiled faces the 
glory of the Lord and are transformed (2 Corinthians 3:18). 

 

Conclusion: From Moses to Christ 



Moses was the deliverer, mediator, and intercessor of Israel—but only in shadow form. 
Christ is the Deliverer who frees from sin, the Mediator who reconciles us to God, and the 
Intercessor who secures our salvation. 

To look at Moses is to see the outline of Christ. To look at Christ is to see the fullness of 
what Moses longed for. Jesus Himself said, “If you believed Moses, you would believe Me; 
for he wrote of Me” (John 5:46). 

The greater Moses has come. And in Him, every promise of God finds its Yes and Amen. 

 

 

7 of 10: Types and Pictures of Christ – David: The Shepherd King 

Key Texts: 2 Samuel 7:12–16, Psalm 23, Luke 1:32–33 

 

Introduction: David, A Foreshadow of the Greater King 

David, Israel’s most celebrated king, was more than a historical figure—he was a living 
picture pointing forward to Christ, the true Shepherd King. Chosen from obscurity as a 
shepherd boy, David was elevated by God to rule over Israel. His story, filled with triumphs, 
failures, victories, and covenant promises, mirrors and magnifies the work of Christ, who 
would one day come as the greater Son of David. 

Where David shepherded sheep, Christ shepherds souls. Where David ruled temporarily, 
Christ rules eternally. Where David fell in sin, Christ stands in perfect holiness. Yet in all 
these contrasts and parallels, we see how the Spirit used David’s life to prepare the world 
for Jesus Christ, the King of kings. 

This essay will explore David as the shepherd, the warrior, the king, the psalmist, and the 
covenant-bearer—all roles that find their ultimate fulfillment in Christ. 

 

1. David the Shepherd – A Type of Christ the Good Shepherd 

Before David was king, he was a shepherd. Tending his father’s sheep, he learned courage, 
compassion, and sacrifice. He defended his flock against lions and bears, risking his life for 
creatures most would see as insignificant. 

This role foreshadows Christ, who declares in John 10:11, “I am the good shepherd: the 
good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.” 



• David risked his life for the sheep → Christ gave His life for His sheep. 

• David’s heart was trained in obscurity → Christ lived in humility before His public 
ministry. 

• David’s care was hands-on and personal → Christ calls His sheep by name and 
knows them intimately. 

David’s shepherd heart prepared him for kingship. Likewise, Christ’s eternal kingship flows 
from His role as the Shepherd who lays down His life. 

 

2. David the Warrior – Christ the Greater Champion 

The story of David and Goliath is among the most well-known in Scripture. A young 
shepherd boy defeats a towering warrior not with sword or armor, but with faith in the living 
God. 

This account is more than a children’s story—it is a prophetic picture of Christ’s victory 
over sin, Satan, and death. 

• Israel was paralyzed in fear → Humanity is helpless before the power of sin. 

• David steps forward as representative → Christ represents us on the cross. 

• David defeats the enemy with seeming weakness → Christ conquered death 
through the weakness of the cross. 

• The enemy is crushed by a single strike → Satan is defeated once and for all at 
Calvary. 

Just as David’s victory became Israel’s victory, so Christ’s triumph becomes ours when we 
trust in Him. 

 

3. David the Anointed King – Christ the Eternal King 

David was chosen by God and anointed by Samuel long before he sat on the throne. His 
path to kingship was filled with rejection, exile, and hardship. 

Christ too was anointed by the Spirit at His baptism and declared King, yet before His 
crown came a cross. He was despised, rejected, and hunted by His enemies. 



The Davidic Covenant (2 Samuel 7:12–16) promised that David’s throne would be 
established forever. This promise is ultimately fulfilled in Christ, the Son of David, who 
reigns eternally (Luke 1:32–33). 

• David’s throne was temporary → Christ’s throne is eternal. 

• David’s reign was limited by sin → Christ reigns in perfect righteousness. 

• David’s kingdom was earthly and fragile → Christ’s kingdom is heavenly and 
unshakable. 

 

4. David the Psalmist – Christ the Song of Salvation 

Many of David’s psalms are direct foreshadows of Christ’s suffering, death, resurrection, 
and kingship. Psalm 22, for example, prophetically describes the crucifixion in astonishing 
detail centuries before it occurred. 

• “They pierced my hands and my feet” (Psalm 22:16) → fulfilled in the cross. 

• “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” (Psalm 22:1) → the very cry of Jesus. 

• “They part my garments among them” (Psalm 22:18) → fulfilled by Roman soldiers. 

David gave Israel its songbook, but Christ gave the world its redemption. David sang about 
deliverance; Christ brought deliverance. David sang of forgiveness; Christ secured 
forgiveness. 

 

5. David’s Failures – Christ’s Sinless Perfection 

Unlike Christ, David was not sinless. His grievous fall with Bathsheba and his failures as a 
father remind us that even the greatest earthly king is flawed. 

This contrast points us to the sinless perfection of Christ: 

• David misused power → Christ used His power to serve. 

• David gave in to temptation → Christ overcame temptation in the wilderness. 

• David’s failures brought judgment on his household → Christ’s obedience brought 
salvation to all households of faith. 

Even David’s sins serve to highlight the necessity of a greater Son of David—One who 
would never fail. 



 

6. David and Covenant – Christ the Fulfillment 

The Davidic Covenant promised an everlasting throne, a kingdom that would never end, 
and a Son who would reign in righteousness. While Solomon fulfilled part of this covenant, 
the ultimate fulfillment is in Christ. 

Jesus is the greater David: 

• Born in Bethlehem, the city of David. 

• Called the Son of David throughout the Gospels. 

• Enthroned not in Jerusalem’s palace, but at the right hand of God. 

Christ is both the promise and the fulfillment, the King who reigns forever. 

 

7. Practical Applications for Today 

Studying David as a type of Christ strengthens faith and sharpens vision for the believer: 

1. Trust the Good Shepherd – Just as David cared for his flock, Christ cares for His 
people. 

2. Rest in the Greater Champion – As David fought Goliath, so Christ has fought and 
won our greatest battles. 

3. Submit to the King – Christ is not only Savior but also Lord and King. 

4. Sing the Psalms in Christ – The psalms of David find their fullest voice in the 
worship of Jesus. 

5. Remember the Covenant – Our hope is not in earthly leaders but in Christ, the 
eternal Son of David. 

 

Conclusion: David and the Greater David 

David’s story is rich, powerful, and inspiring, but it is incomplete without Christ. Every 
triumph whispers of a greater victory; every failure cries out for a greater King. 

The shepherd boy of Bethlehem became the king of Israel, but the greater Son of David, 
born in the same Bethlehem, became King of kings and Lord of lords. David points us 
forward, but only Christ brings us home. 



The Shepherd King still reigns, still guides, and still promises an everlasting kingdom. Our 
hope is not in David, but in David’s Son—the One who rules with justice, mercy, and eternal 
love. 

 

 

8 of 10: The Sacrificial System – Christ in Every Offering 
Key Texts: Leviticus 1–7; Hebrews 9–10 

 

The Sacrificial System – Christ in Every Offering 

Introduction: The Blood-Stained Pages of the Old Testament 

The Old Testament is saturated with sacrifice. From the coats of skins given to Adam and 
Eve (Gen. 3:21) to the countless lambs slain in Israel’s history, the Bible paints a crimson 
trail leading directly to Calvary. For many, Leviticus feels like an impenetrable jungle of 
ritual and blood, yet it is in these sacrifices that Christ is revealed most vividly. Every burnt 
offering, every grain offering, every sin and trespass offering was a prophetic shadow 
pointing to the once-for-all sacrifice of Jesus Christ. 

Without the sacrificial system, the cross would be unintelligible. Without the shedding of 
blood, there is no forgiveness of sins (Heb. 9:22). The tabernacle and its priesthood were 
not primitive religious relics but Spirit-designed types, preparing God’s people to recognize 
the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world (John 1:29). 

This essay explores how the sacrificial system—its offerings, priests, and sanctuary—
foreshadows the person and work of Christ. In every sacrifice, Christ is both the fulfillment 
and the final word. 

 

1. The Divine Blueprint of Sacrifice 

The book of Leviticus outlines five central offerings: 

1. Burnt Offering – total devotion to God (Lev. 1). 

2. Grain Offering – thanksgiving for provision (Lev. 2). 

3. Peace Offering – fellowship and reconciliation (Lev. 3). 

4. Sin Offering – atonement for unintentional sins (Lev. 4). 



5. Trespass Offering – restitution for specific wrongs (Lev. 5–6). 

Each was not merely ritual but revelation. They taught Israel about holiness, sin, 
substitution, and communion with God. Yet, as Hebrews 10:1 declares, they were only “a 
shadow of the good things to come,” never able in themselves to take away sins. 

Christ steps into this shadowy system as both priest and sacrifice. Where the blood of bulls 
and goats could never cleanse the conscience, His blood purges once and for all (Heb. 
9:13–14). 

 

2. Christ in the Burnt Offering – A Life Fully Offered 

The burnt offering was wholly consumed on the altar, signifying total surrender to God. 
Nothing was withheld. Its aroma was called a “sweet savor unto the LORD” (Lev. 1:9). 

In Christ, we see the ultimate burnt offering. He did not come to do His own will but the will 
of His Father (John 6:38). Every thought, word, and action was perfectly aligned with divine 
purpose. On the cross, His obedience “unto death” (Phil. 2:8) rose as a fragrant offering to 
God. 

The believer, united with Christ, is called to present their bodies as living sacrifices, holy 
and acceptable unto God (Rom. 12:1). In this sense, the burnt offering finds ongoing 
application in Christian devotion. 

 

3. Christ in the Grain Offering – The Bread of Life 

Unlike the other offerings, the grain (or meal) offering involved no blood. Instead, fine flour 
mixed with oil and frankincense was brought to God. It symbolized thanksgiving and the 
dedication of daily life to Him. 

The fine flour speaks of Christ’s perfect humanity—balanced, flawless, and without 
corruption. The oil points to His anointing by the Spirit, while the frankincense signifies the 
fragrance of His devotion to God. No leaven (a picture of sin) was permitted, emphasizing 
His sinlessness. 

Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life” (John 6:35). Just as Israel lived by bread, so the 
believer feeds upon Christ. His sinless humanity, offered in love, sustains us. 

 

4. Christ in the Peace Offering – Reconciliation through Blood 



The peace offering was unique in that it was shared—part burned on the altar, part eaten by 
the priest, and part by the offerer. It represented restored fellowship between God and His 
people. 

At Calvary, Christ “made peace through the blood of His cross” (Col. 1:20). God is satisfied, 
the believer partakes, and peace is established. The shared meal prefigures communion, 
where the church celebrates reconciliation and fellowship in Christ’s broken body and 
shed blood. 

This offering also teaches that peace is not cheap—it is blood-bought. Only through 
Christ’s death do we enjoy peace with God (Rom. 5:1). 

 

5. Christ in the Sin Offering – Substitutionary Atonement 

The sin offering dealt with unintentional sins and ritual defilement. The blood was applied 
to the altar, and in some cases carried into the holy place. The carcass was burned outside 
the camp, symbolizing removal of sin. 

In Christ, this finds startling fulfillment. Hebrews 13:11–12 explicitly connects His 
crucifixion “outside the gate” with the sin offering. He bore our sins in His body, suffering 
shame and rejection outside the camp so we might be sanctified. 

The sin offering underscores substitution: the innocent victim dies so the guilty may live. 
Christ, who knew no sin, was made sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of 
God in Him (2 Cor. 5:21). 

 

6. Christ in the Trespass Offering – Restoring What Was Lost 

The trespass offering addressed specific wrongs requiring restitution. If someone wronged 
another, they not only sacrificed but also repaid what was lost, adding one-fifth more (Lev. 
6:5). 

Here we see Christ not only paying the debt of sin but restoring more than was lost. Where 
Adam’s sin brought ruin, Christ’s obedience brings “much more” grace and life (Rom. 5:15–
17). Redemption is not mere debt cancellation—it is abundant restoration. 

 

7. The Priesthood – Christ as Mediator 



No sacrifice was offered apart from a priest. Israel’s priests stood as mediators, 
representing the people before God. Yet they were weak, sinful, and themselves in need of 
sacrifice. 

Christ is the better priest—holy, harmless, undefiled (Heb. 7:26). He not only offers 
sacrifice but offers Himself. He does not enter an earthly sanctuary but the heavenly one, 
securing eternal redemption (Heb. 9:11–12). 

Unlike Aaron’s line, His priesthood is unchangeable. He ever lives to make intercession for 
His people. 

 

8. The Tabernacle – God Dwelling with Man 

The tabernacle was the visible center of Israel’s worship. Its structure—from the outer 
court to the Holy of Holies—communicated the truth that access to God is both possible 
and restricted. A veil barred entry to the innermost presence. 

Christ fulfills the tabernacle in every part. He is the lampstand (light of the world), the 
bread of the presence (bread of life), and the mercy seat where God meets man. At His 
death, the temple veil was torn from top to bottom (Matt. 27:51), signifying free access to 
God through His blood. 

 

9. Limitations of the Old System 

The sacrificial system was temporary and preparatory. It was repetitive, pointing to the 
insufficiency of animal blood. Hebrews 10 drives the point: “It is not possible that the blood 
of bulls and goats should take away sins.” 

Christ’s sacrifice, by contrast, is once for all. It perfects, cleanses, and opens the way to 
God. The shadows have given way to substance. 

 

10. Practical Implications for Believers 

Studying the sacrificial system is not an academic exercise—it deepens worship and 
strengthens faith. Key applications include: 

• Gratitude – Every offering reminds us of Christ’s multifaceted work. 

• Holiness – If the shadow demanded purity, how much more should the reality 
transform our lives? 



• Confidence – Christ’s once-for-all sacrifice assures us of forgiveness and access. 

• Devotion – As He gave Himself fully, so must we offer ourselves as living sacrifices. 

 

Conclusion: Christ in Every Offering 

The sacrificial system was not an archaic ritual—it was a divine curriculum. Every animal 
slain, every priestly act, every ritual wash pointed forward to Christ. He is the burnt offering 
in His obedience, the grain offering in His humanity, the peace offering in His reconciliation, 
the sin offering in His substitution, and the trespass offering in His restitution. 

At Calvary, all types converge. The blood-stained shadows find their fulfillment in the cross, 
where the Lamb of God takes away the sin of the world. To study the sacrifices is to see the 
gospel written in advance, in fire and blood, pointing us to the One who fulfills them 
perfectly. 

 

 

9 of 10: Types and Pictures of Christ – Prophets and Pictures: Christ Revealed in the 
Voices of Old 

Key Text: Luke 24:27 

"And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures 
the things concerning himself." 

 

Introduction: The Prophets as Windows to Christ 

The prophets of the Old Testament were not simply religious reformers or social critics. 
They were mouthpieces of God, declaring His Word with clarity, conviction, and—often—
personal cost. Their writings were not just about their own time; they pulsed with a forward-
looking hope, pointing directly to the coming Messiah. Jesus Himself confirmed this when 
He rebuked the two disciples on the road to Emmaus, opening their eyes to see how “all the 
prophets” spoke of Him (Luke 24:25–27). 

This essay explores how various prophets serve as living pictures, voices, and types of 
Christ—foreshadowing His mission, His suffering, His resurrection, and His reign. Far from 
being isolated characters, men like Isaiah, Jonah, Jeremiah, and others prefigured aspects 
of the person and work of Christ, helping us see God’s plan unfolding across history. 



 

Isaiah: The Suffering Servant 

Perhaps no prophet paints a clearer portrait of Christ than Isaiah. In chapters 52 and 53, we 
encounter the “Suffering Servant” who is despised, rejected, pierced for our 
transgressions, and by whose wounds we are healed (Isaiah 53:3–5). 

• Christ in Isaiah’s Vision: Isaiah 6 describes a vision of the Lord high and lifted up. 
John 12:41 interprets this vision as Isaiah seeing Christ’s glory. The prophet’s 
ministry was rooted in beholding the holiness of the pre-incarnate Christ. 

• The Virgin Birth: Isaiah 7:14 gives the prophecy of Immanuel, God with us—a 
promise fulfilled in Christ’s incarnation. 

• The Messianic Kingdom: Isaiah 9:6–7 portrays Christ as Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace—titles of eternal kingship. 

Isaiah reveals both the suffering and the glory of Christ, preparing us to see the cross and 
the crown in perfect harmony. 

 

Jonah: The Prophet of Resurrection 

Jonah is perhaps the most surprising type of Christ. He resisted God’s call, was swallowed 
by a great fish, and spent three days in its belly before being brought back to life on dry 
ground. Jesus Himself declared: “For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the 
whale’s belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the 
earth” (Matthew 12:40). 

• The Descent into Death: Jonah’s descent into the sea represents Christ’s descent 
into the grave. 

• The Deliverance: Jonah’s return foreshadows the resurrection. 

• The Preacher to the Gentiles: Jonah preached repentance to Nineveh, anticipating 
Christ’s call to the nations. 

Though reluctant, Jonah becomes an unmistakable picture of Christ’s death, burial, and 
resurrection—the ultimate sign given to a rebellious generation. 

 

Jeremiah: The Weeping Prophet 



Jeremiah is often called the “weeping prophet,” a man broken by the sin of his people and 
the impending judgment upon Jerusalem. In his tears, we see Christ’s compassion. 

• Sorrow Over Sin: Jeremiah 9:1 longs for more tears to weep for the slain. Jesus, too, 
wept over Jerusalem in Luke 19:41–44. 

• Suffering for Truth: Jeremiah was imprisoned, rejected, and beaten for speaking 
God’s Word. Likewise, Christ suffered at the hands of His own people. 

• The New Covenant: Jeremiah 31:31–34 prophesies the New Covenant written on 
hearts, fulfilled in Christ’s blood (Luke 22:20). 

Jeremiah shows us Christ’s heart as a man of sorrows, acquainted with grief, yet also the 
mediator of a greater covenant. 

 

Hosea: The Bridegroom Redeemer 

Hosea’s marriage to Gomer—an unfaithful wife—serves as a living parable of God’s 
covenant love. Just as Hosea bought Gomer back from slavery, Christ redeems His 
wayward bride, the Church. 

• Redeeming Love: Hosea 3:1–2 illustrates God’s relentless pursuit. 

• Christ as the True Bridegroom: Jesus identifies Himself as the Bridegroom 
(Matthew 9:15). 

• Covenant Renewal: Hosea foreshadows the union of Christ and His people, sealed 
with grace. 

 

Daniel: The Son of Man 

Daniel, though not often called a prophet, receives visions that point directly to Christ. 

• The Son of Man: In Daniel 7:13–14, one “like the Son of man” comes with the clouds 
of heaven, given everlasting dominion. Jesus applies this title to Himself repeatedly 
in the Gospels. 

• The Fiery Furnace: In Daniel 3, a fourth man “like the Son of God” appears with the 
faithful in the fire. This prefigures Christ’s presence with His people in suffering. 

• The Rock Cut Without Hands: Daniel 2 describes a stone that crushes kingdoms 
and fills the earth—Christ’s eternal kingdom. 



Daniel shows Christ as the triumphant ruler who stands with His people in trial. 

 

The Prophets as Echoes of Christ 

Together, these prophets do more than predict Christ—they embody aspects of His 
ministry: 

• Isaiah: His suffering and glory. 

• Jonah: His death and resurrection. 

• Jeremiah: His tears and covenant. 

• Hosea: His redeeming love. 

• Daniel: His kingship and presence. 

Every prophet’s life and message adds another brushstroke to the portrait of Christ, helping 
us see that history itself has been orchestrated to prepare the world for the Messiah. 

 

Why This Matters for Faith Today 

1. Confidence in Scripture – Seeing Christ in the prophets assures us that the Bible is 
one unified story. 

2. Strengthened Faith – Fulfilled prophecy deepens our trust in God’s promises. 

3. Christ-Centered Reading – We learn to see all of Scripture as pointing to Christ, not 
just the New Testament. 

4. Hope in Suffering – Just as the prophets endured rejection, so do Christ’s 
followers—but His victory is guaranteed. 

 

Conclusion: The Prophetic Voice of Christ 

The prophets were not merely historical figures bound to their time. They were voices crying 
out in advance of Christ, living parables of His person and mission. From Isaiah’s Suffering 
Servant to Jonah’s sign of resurrection, from Jeremiah’s weeping to Daniel’s vision of the 
Son of Man, Christ shines through the prophetic witness. 



As believers, we are called to read these ancient voices with Spirit-illuminated eyes, seeing 
in them the glory of the One who came, who died, who rose, and who reigns. The prophets 
point us not to themselves, but to Him—the true Prophet, Priest, and King. 

 

 

10 of 10: Types and Pictures of Christ – Avoiding Over-Allegorizing: Guarding Sound 
Interpretation 

Key Text: 2 Timothy 2:15 
"Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth." 

 

Introduction: The Dangers of Overreach 

The study of types, shadows, and pictures of Christ in the Old Testament is one of the 
richest treasures in biblical theology. From Adam to Joseph, from the sacrifices to the 
prophets, Christ emerges as the grand theme of Scripture. As Jesus Himself declared, 
“Search the Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which 
testify of me” (John 5:39). 

But as with any good thing, there is a danger of misuse. Throughout church history, some 
interpreters have stretched typology so far that every detail—every nail in the tabernacle, 
every stone in Jerusalem’s wall, every obscure genealogy—was forced into an allegory 
about Christ or the church. This tendency, called over-allegorization, often leads to 
speculation, confusion, and misrepresentation of God’s Word. 

This essay will lay out why not every detail is a type, how to discern genuine Christ-
centered foreshadowings from imaginative overreach, and why guarding sound 
interpretation preserves both the authority of Scripture and the glory of Christ. 

 

I. What Typology Is—and What It Is Not 

1. Typology Defined 

A type is a God-ordained person, event, or institution that foreshadows Christ and His 
redemptive work. For example: 

• Adam is a type of Christ as the head of a race (Romans 5:14). 



• The Passover Lamb is a type of Christ’s atoning sacrifice (1 Corinthians 5:7). 

• David points to Christ as the King after God’s heart (Luke 1:32). 

These are not imaginative parallels but divinely intended pictures confirmed by the New 
Testament. 

2. Allegory and Its Risks 

An allegory, by contrast, often imposes meaning on the text without biblical warrant. For 
instance, early church fathers like Origen turned every Old Testament object into a mystical 
symbol. The problem is not always that these ideas were untrue, but that they lacked 
textual grounding. This undermines Scripture’s authority by replacing God’s meaning with 
man’s imagination. 

 

II. Biblical Examples of Typology 

The New Testament itself interprets the Old Testament typologically: 

• Jesus identifies Himself as the true Temple (John 2:19–21). 

• Paul calls Israel’s wilderness experiences examples (types) for the church (1 
Corinthians 10:6). 

• Hebrews presents the entire Levitical system as a shadow of Christ (Hebrews 
10:1). 

These inspired interpretations give us a model: genuine typology is grounded in God’s 
revelation, not human creativity. 

 

III. Guidelines for Avoiding Over-Allegorizing 

1. Stay Anchored in the Text 

Ask: Did the biblical author intend this meaning? While God may embed deeper 
foreshadowings, He never contradicts or eclipses the plain sense of Scripture. 

2. Seek New Testament Confirmation 

If the apostles or Jesus Himself identified a type, it is safe. Where Scripture is silent, 
proceed with humility. 

3. Look for Central Redemptive Themes 



Real types always point to Christ’s person and work—His death, resurrection, kingship, 
priesthood, or return. Beware of turning trivial details (like the number of tent pegs in 
Exodus) into speculative symbolism. 

4. Guard Against Subjectivity 

Over-allegorization often reflects the interpreter’s imagination more than God’s Word. A 
sound rule: If it can mean anything, it ultimately means nothing. 

 

IV. Why Sound Typology Matters 

1. Protecting the Authority of Scripture 

When every detail becomes symbolic, the plain message of God’s Word is lost. Scripture 
must be preserved as a coherent, trustworthy revelation. 

2. Preserving Christ’s Glory 

Sound typology magnifies Christ by showing the unity of Scripture. Overreach, however, 
trivializes Him by stretching for connections that are weak or contrived. 

3. Strengthening Faith, Not Confusing It 

Believers are edified when they see clear, Spirit-inspired connections. But they are 
weakened when interpretation feels arbitrary or fanciful. 

 

V. Case Studies: Real vs. Forced Typology 

Genuine Type: The Passover Lamb 

Exodus 12 describes the lamb’s blood shielding Israel from judgment. The New Testament 
explicitly identifies Christ as the Passover Lamb (1 Corinthians 5:7). This is a true type. 

Forced Allegory: Rahab’s Scarlet Cord as the Blood of Christ 

While preachers often point to Rahab’s cord as symbolic of Christ’s blood, Scripture never 
makes this connection. It may be illustrative, but calling it a type risks going beyond God’s 
intent. 

 

VI. The Role of the Holy Spirit 



Ultimately, typology is not uncovered by cleverness but by revelation. The Spirit who 
inspired the text must illuminate its meaning. Prayer, humility, and reverence are essential 
safeguards against overreach. 

 

VII. Practical Benefits of Guarded Typology 

1. Doctrinal Stability – Keeps the church from drifting into speculative teachings. 

2. Christ-Centered Preaching – Magnifies Christ without distorting the text. 

3. Edified Believers – Provides genuine encouragement as they see God’s hand 
weaving redemption throughout history. 

 

VIII. Conclusion: Rightly Dividing the Word 

The call of 2 Timothy 2:15 is clear: we must handle the Word with precision, neither 
neglecting Christ’s presence in the Old Testament nor abusing Scripture with speculative 
allegory. 

Yes, Christ is the great theme of Scripture. Yes, the Old Testament foreshadows Him richly. 
But the glory of typology is lost when imagination overtakes revelation. True faith rests not 
on the creativity of interpreters, but on the sure Word of God. 

To see Christ rightly in the types is to treasure the wisdom of God. To force Christ into 
every shadow is to dishonor the very Word that reveals Him. 

Let us then be workmen unashamed, rightly dividing the Word of truth—seeing Christ 
everywhere He truly is, and humbly refraining where Scripture is silent. 

 

 

Conclusion – Christ in All the Scriptures 

As we close this series on Types and Pictures of Christ, the message is clear: the Old 
Testament is not merely a record of Israel’s history but a divinely woven tapestry pointing to 
Christ. Adam, Noah, Abraham, Joseph, Moses, David, the sacrifices, the prophets—each 
bears witness to the Lamb of God who would take away the sin of the world. Every shadow 
has its substance, every picture its reality, and every promise its fulfillment in Jesus Christ. 



The types remind us that God’s plan of redemption was never accidental. From Eden’s fall 
to Calvary’s cross, God orchestrated history so that His Son would be the center. These 
pictures strengthen our faith by showing us that salvation has always been by grace 
through faith, anchored in Christ’s finished work. 

At the same time, we have also seen the need for balance. Not every detail is meant as a 
type, and careless allegorizing can distort Scripture rather than illuminate Christ. Sound 
interpretation requires humility, careful study, and submission to the authority of God’s 
Word. 

For the believer, these studies should do more than satisfy curiosity—they should stir 
worship. To see Christ hidden in the shadows of Genesis, foreshadowed in Exodus, sung in 
the Psalms, and proclaimed by the prophets is to realize afresh that the whole Bible is 
about Him. And if the Scriptures are about Him, then so should our lives be. 

May this study encourage you to read the Old Testament with new eyes, to marvel at the 
wisdom of God, and to glorify the Savior who stands at the center of history. The types are 
beautiful, but the Person they point to is greater still. As Paul said, “For of him, and through 
him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen” (Romans 11:36). 

 


