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Introduction to the Series 

Faith That Grows – From Seed to Stronghold 

Faith isn’t static. It breathes, it battles, it bends—and sometimes it breaks. But real faith, 
biblical faith, doesn’t stay small. It grows. 

This series—“Faith That Grows”—was born out of a burden to help believers move from a 
one-time belief in the gospel to a daily walk of bold trust in God. Because let’s be honest: 
it’s easy to shout “amen” at the cross. It’s harder to keep walking when the road turns 
uphill, the skies go quiet, and nothing looks like the promise. 

Too many Christians stall at saving faith. They’re redeemed—but not rooted. Forgiven—but 
not fortified. Their faith got them out of Egypt but didn’t carry them through the wilderness. 
And that’s not what God intends. 

Throughout these 10 essays, we’ll explore what it looks like to grow in faith—not just have 
it. We’ll go from the seed of belief to the storm-tested endurance that finishes strong. 
You’ll learn how faith behaves when heaven is silent, how it stands when trials press in, and 
how it keeps its eyes on eternity even when the present feels like it’s falling apart. 

Each essay builds on the last, tracing the journey from that first spark of belief all the way to 
a bold, unshakable, legacy-leaving faith. We’ll be honest about doubts. We’ll wrestle with 
waiting. And we’ll remember that God isn’t asking for big faith—He’s asking for small 
faith in a big God. 

So whether you’re brand new to the walk or feeling stuck somewhere between the “Amen” 
and the “It is finished,” this series is for you. 

Let’s grow. 

 

 



1 of 10: Faith That Grows – The Seed of Faith: From Believing to Living 
Key Text: Ephesians 2:8–9 
“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not 
of works, lest any man should boast.” 

 

Introduction: The Planting of a Miracle 

Every towering tree once started with a seed. 

Every mountain-moving testimony once began with a moment of faith. 

Faith does not erupt fully formed. It grows. And like any growth, it begins small—quiet, 
often unseen, but undeniably alive. 

That moment when someone believes on the Lord Jesus Christ is more than a personal 
decision. It is a spiritual resurrection. A seed is planted by God Himself—a seed of saving 
faith—which then begins to grow, take root, and change everything. 

In this opening essay, we explore how saving faith begins, what makes it distinct from 
emotional or intellectual belief, and how that initial step is not an endpoint but a beginning. 
We will trace the biblical view of faith’s origin, its fruit, and the transformation that begins 
once one goes from believing to living. 

 

I. What Saving Faith Is—and What It Isn’t 

Let’s start with what faith is not. 

1. Faith is not just mental agreement. 

You can believe God exists and not be saved. 

“Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble.” 
(James 2:19) 

Demons have intellectual belief in God—but they’re not saved. Faith is more than data in 
the mind. 

2. Faith is not temporary emotion. 

Some people feel drawn to God in crisis. But when emotions fade, so does their so-called 
“faith.” That’s not saving faith—it’s circumstantial faith. 

Jesus described such people in the parable of the sower (Luke 8:13): 



“They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these 
have no root…” 

Saving faith goes beyond feeling—it clings to Christ no matter the season. 

3. Faith is not religious works. 

You don’t get saved by trying hard, by cleaning up your life, or by earning favor. 

Ephesians 2:8–9 makes this abundantly clear: 

“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not 
of works…” 

Salvation comes by grace, through faith, not of yourselves, and not of works. 

Faith is not something you do to impress God. It is the hand that receives what He 
already did. 

 

II. The Origin of Saving Faith 

Where does saving faith come from? Scripture answers with clarity: It is a gift. 

“…and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God.” 

Saving faith is not something we generate naturally. It is planted by grace, stirred by the 
Spirit, and awakened through the hearing of God’s Word. 

“So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” (Romans 10:17) 

That means the moment of salvation is a miracle moment. The Word is preached. The 
Spirit convicts. The heart responds. And in that instant, a seed is planted that cannot be 
uprooted. 

That seed is alive. It’s not a dead idea—it’s a living force, because it is rooted in a living 
Savior. 

 

III. From Death to Life – What Happens at Salvation 

Let’s pause and look at the gravity of what takes place when someone believes on Jesus 
Christ. 

“Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ…” (Ephesians 
2:5) 



This is not self-help. It’s not moral reform. It’s not religion. It is resurrection. 

A person who trusts Christ is brought from: 

• Death to life 

• Darkness to light 

• Condemnation to justification 

• Separation to adoption 

The seed of faith brings instant salvation—but it also initiates lifelong transformation. 

You don’t just get saved to escape hell. You’re saved to walk with Christ, live by faith, and 
bear fruit for His glory. 

 

IV. From Believing to Living – Daily Faith in Action 

The phrase “from believing to living” means that saving faith should grow into walking 
faith. That is the whole point of faith that grows. 

Just like a baby isn’t meant to stay in the crib, your faith isn’t meant to stay in that first 
moment of salvation. 

1. You are called to walk in the faith you received. 

“As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him.” (Colossians 2:6) 

The same grace that saved you now strengthens you daily. Faith is not just how we start—
it’s how we continue. 

2. You are to grow in your knowledge of the Savior. 

“But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” (2 Peter 
3:18) 

Faith grows when it is fed—through the Word, through prayer, through trials, and through 
obedience. 

3. You are to be rooted, not tossed around. 

“…rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith…” (Colossians 2:7) 

God doesn’t want shallow, emotional faith. He wants rooted, enduring, fruit-bearing 
faith. 



 

V. Faith Bears Fruit – Signs of a Living Seed 

A seed that never grows is either fake or dead. Likewise, real saving faith always bears 
fruit. 

Jesus said: 

“Every good tree bringeth forth good fruit…” (Matthew 7:17) 

What does faith's fruit look like? 

• A desire for God's Word 
(1 Peter 2:2) 

• Conviction over sin 
(John 16:8) 

• Love for other believers 
(1 John 3:14) 

• Obedience to the Lord 
(John 14:15) 

• Longing for spiritual growth 
(Philippians 3:12-14) 

• Patience in trials 
(James 1:3) 

• Boldness in witness 
(Acts 4:31) 

These are not works to earn salvation. They are the natural fruit of saving faith planted in a 
heart by grace. 

 

VI. When Faith Seems Small – The Power of the Seed 

Sometimes believers struggle with doubt because they feel like their faith is too small. 

But Jesus addressed that directly: 

“If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed…” (Matthew 17:20) 



The mustard seed was the smallest seed known in His culture—but when planted, it grew 
into a great tree. 

The power of faith is not in its size—it’s in its Source. 

You may feel weak, inconsistent, or unsure—but if your faith is in Jesus Christ, then even 
the smallest seed contains resurrection power. 

 

VII. When Faith Is Tested – Growing in Grace 

Every seed must endure resistance to grow. The soil must break. The roots must press. The 
elements must buffet. 

So too, your faith will be tested. 

“That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold…” (1 Peter 1:7) 

Faith does not grow on the mountaintop—it grows in the valley. 

And that’s the point of this whole series—Faith That Grows. A seed planted in grace, 
watered by the Word, strengthened through trials, and bearing fruit in daily life. 

Let your trials press your roots deeper. Let your doubts drive you to Scripture. Let your fears 
push you to your knees. 

Because God is committed to growing your faith—not just planting it. 

 

VIII. Faith Is a Journey, Not a Snapshot 

Some believers get discouraged because they look at their past and see failures. 

But faith is a journey, not a snapshot. God is not done with you. 

Paul said: 

“Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform 
it…” (Philippians 1:6) 

The God who planted the seed will not abandon it. He will nurture it, prune it, water it, and 
bring it to maturity. 

Your faith is not a flash in the pan—it is a tree in the making. 

You’re not just saved to survive. You’re saved to grow. 



 

IX. Final Encouragement: Water the Seed 

So how do you water the seed of faith planted at salvation? 

Here are five daily practices: 

1. Read the Word – Faith grows by hearing (Romans 10:17) 

2. Pray regularly – Faith deepens in communion with God 

3. Obey quickly – Faith strengthens when it acts 

4. Surround yourself with believers – Faith flourishes in community 

5. Stay humble – Growth begins in surrendered soil 

Don’t compare your growth to others. Just be faithful with your garden. God is not looking 
for perfection—He’s looking for progress. 

The only faith that never grows is the one that never feeds. 

 

Conclusion: The Seed Has Sprouted—Now Let It Grow 

Ephesians 2:8–9 reminds us that we did nothing to earn this faith. It is a gift. But now that 
the seed has been planted, we are responsible to nurture it. 

This is just the beginning. 

From believing to living, from justification to sanctification, from a seed to a harvest—faith 
that grows is faith that moves forward. 

So if you’ve trusted Christ, praise God. But don’t stop there. 

Walk in Him. 
Feed on His Word. 
Endure the seasons. 
And watch the seed become a tree. 

 

 



2 of 10: Faith That Grows – Faith That Walks: From the Cross to the Road 
Key Text: Colossians 2:6 
“As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him.” 

 

Introduction: From the Foot of the Cross to the Path Ahead 

The miracle of salvation begins at the foot of the cross, where sinners meet a Savior and 
receive the gift of eternal life through faith. But the Christian life doesn’t end there—it starts 
there. 

Too many believers camp out at the cross and never venture forward into the road of 
discipleship. They believe—but they do not walk. They trust Jesus to save them—but not to 
lead them. Their faith is planted, but it never grows legs. 

The Apostle Paul, in Colossians 2:6, bridges this gap: 

“As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him.” 

This one verse contains a blueprint for the growing Christian: the same faith that received 
salvation is the same faith required to walk in Christ. From the cross to the road—from 
initial belief to daily obedience—faith that grows must become faith that walks. 

 

I. The Foundation: You Received Christ by Faith 

The first part of Colossians 2:6 affirms the starting point of every believer: 

“As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord…” 

Salvation is received, not achieved. It is not the result of good behavior, religious 
performance, or human effort. It is the free gift of God, received by faith alone in Christ 
alone. 

• You didn’t climb your way to Christ—you trusted Him. 

• You didn’t earn your way into grace—you believed. 

• You didn’t bargain with God—you surrendered to the finished work of the cross. 

This is vital because Paul is setting up a pattern: the way you received Christ is the way you 
are now called to walk. 

The Christian life is not about switching gears from grace to works, or from faith to 
performance. It’s about continuing in the same Spirit by which you began. 



 

II. The Command: So Walk Ye in Him 

Now comes the challenge: 

“…so walk ye in him.” 

The word “walk” in Scripture is often used metaphorically to describe the daily lifestyle 
and conduct of a believer. It means to live continually, step by step, in a direction and 
with purpose. 

This isn’t a sprint. It’s a steady, ongoing, obedient journey—one that unfolds every day in 
ordinary moments. 

Walking faith means: 

• Trusting God’s promises even when they’re not yet visible. 

• Obeying the Lord when the flesh wants ease. 

• Following His Word even when culture walks the opposite way. 

• Staying in step with the Spirit, not running ahead or falling behind. 

The Christian life is not a stagnant belief system—it is a living, moving relationship with 
the risen Lord. 

Just as Jesus carried His cross, now you carry your faith and follow Him daily. 

 

III. What Does It Mean to “Walk in Him”? 

Let’s break it down practically. 

1. Walking in His Power 

You don’t walk this path in your own strength. 

“I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” (Philippians 4:13) 

Jesus doesn’t save you and leave you to figure it out. He walks in you, and you walk in Him. 
He supplies grace, power, and endurance. 

2. Walking in His Lordship 

Colossians 2:6 emphasizes not just receiving Christ, but Christ Jesus the Lord. That word 
Lord implies authority. 



Walking in Him means submitting to His rule. It means no longer calling the shots. Your 
faith moves forward under His leadership, not your own. 

Faith that walks says, “Not my will, but thine, be done.” 

3. Walking in His Character 

Walking in Christ also means reflecting His heart. 

• Walk in love (Ephesians 5:2) 

• Walk in light (Ephesians 5:8) 

• Walk in wisdom (Colossians 4:5) 

• Walk by faith (2 Corinthians 5:7) 

The more you walk with Him, the more you begin to walk like Him. 

 

IV. From Decision to Discipleship 

There is a difference between believing in Christ and following Him daily. One is the door 
to salvation. The other is the path of discipleship. 

Jesus never said, “Admire me.” He said, “Follow me.” 

Luke 9:23 – “If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, 
and follow me.” 

Faith that walks is faith that grows through discipline. Not the harsh kind, but the joyful, 
focused kind—where you start saying no to the flesh and yes to the Spirit. 

Many people stop at belief. But Jesus calls us to be disciples—to walk with Him, learn 
from Him, and live for Him. 

 

V. Walking Faith Requires Leaving Comfort Zones 

The road of faith will take you places your flesh doesn’t want to go. 

• Abraham left his homeland. 

• Moses left his royal palace. 

• Peter left his fishing boat. 



• Paul left his status as a Pharisee. 

All of them walked in faith—and all of them walked away from something to walk toward 
Someone. 

Walking in Christ will often mean: 

• Letting go of what is safe 

• Stepping into the unknown 

• Saying yes when logic says no 

• Staying put when feelings say run 

The road of faith is not about convenience—it’s about Christlikeness. 

And Christ was never driven by comfort. He was driven by obedience to the Father. 

 

VI. Walking Faith Is Tested Faith 

Just as walking strengthens the body, faith is strengthened through resistance. 

• When your prayers go unanswered, will you still walk? 

• When your plans fail, will you keep stepping? 

• When others fall away, will you press on? 

“For we walk by faith, not by sight.” (2 Corinthians 5:7) 

Faith that walks keeps moving when sight gives out. 

In the wilderness, the Israelites failed to walk in faith. They had seen the miracles, but still 
murmured and doubted. And what happened? They wandered for forty years. 

Let this be a warning: you can believe in God and still not walk in Him. Faith that walks is 
not a Sunday thing—it’s a Monday-through-Saturday, morning-to-night thing. 

 

VII. Hindrances to Walking Faith 

Let’s identify what slows or stops our walk: 

1. Spiritual Laziness 



Some believers are content to be saved—but never study the Word, never pray, never grow. 
They’re saved but stagnant. 

Hebrews 5:12 – “Ye ought to be teachers… but ye have need that one teach you again…” 

2. Fear of the Unknown 

Faith walks forward even when the destination is unclear. Fear says “what if,” but faith says 
“even if.” 

3. Dependence on Feelings 

Faith that walks is not emotion-driven. It’s truth-driven. You don’t always feel spiritual—
but you walk anyway. 

4. Distractions of the World 

You can’t walk in two directions at once. A divided heart is a drifting heart. Walking in Christ 
requires focus. 

 

VIII. How to Walk Strong in the Lord 

Here’s how to develop a walk of faith that lasts: 

1. Daily Word Intake 

“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” (Psalm 119:105) 

You can’t walk straight if you can’t see the path. God’s Word gives you light for each step. 

2. Constant Prayer 

Walking in Him requires constant communication. Prayer keeps you aligned with His voice 
and grounded in His will. 

3. Accountability and Fellowship 

“Can two walk together, except they be agreed?” (Amos 3:3) 

Surround yourself with those who walk with Christ. The walk is easier and stronger in 
fellowship. 

4. Regular Self-Examination 

Ask: “Am I walking in the Spirit or the flesh today? Am I growing or coasting?” 

 



IX. Examples of Walking Faith in Scripture 

Let’s look at some biblical heroes who walked their faith: 

Enoch 

“Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him.” (Genesis 5:24) 
He had such intimate fellowship with God that he skipped death. 

Noah 

“Noah was a just man… and walked with God.” (Genesis 6:9) 
His faith saved his family—and preserved humanity. 

Paul 

He walked through beatings, prisons, and rejection—yet finished his race with joy. 

“I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith.” (2 Timothy 4:7) 

They didn’t just believe. They walked. 

 

X. Conclusion: Faith That Moves Is Faith That Grows 

Salvation is not the finish line—it’s the starting line. 

If you’ve truly received Christ by faith, now it’s time to walk in Him. 

Step by step. 
Day by day. 
Not perfectly—but faithfully. 
Not always quickly—but steadily. 

And as you walk: 

• He will lead. 

• He will strengthen. 

• He will correct. 

• He will carry you when needed. 

• And He will finish the work He started in you. 

“As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him.” 



From the cross to the road—let your faith walk. 

 

 

3 of 10: Faith That Grows – Faith vs. Sight: Trusting What You Can’t See 
Key Text: 2 Corinthians 5:7 
“(For we walk by faith, not by sight:)” 

 

Introduction: A Different Kind of Vision 

In a world dominated by what we can see, feel, measure, and verify, faith is radical. It goes 
against the grain of human logic and defies our natural instincts. Faith does not demand 
evidence—it stands on God’s Word alone. 

“We walk by faith, not by sight.” (2 Corinthians 5:7) 

This isn’t just poetic. It’s practical. It’s how believers are called to live—day by day, step by 
step, trusting God even when we cannot trace Him. 

The greatest barrier to spiritual growth is the need to see everything before we believe 
anything. But God’s way is opposite: Believe first. Then see. The natural man says, “Seeing 
is believing.” But biblical faith says, “Believing is seeing.” 

In this third essay of the Faith That Grows series, we explore how walking by faith means 
embracing divine promises even when they conflict with visible reality, and how trusting 
what you can’t see often unlocks what you never imagined. 

 

I. Faith Defined: Trust Without Tangibility 

The Bible gives us a precise definition of faith: 

“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” (Hebrews 
11:1) 

Faith is not wishful thinking. It is substance. It is evidence. It’s the confident assurance in 
what God has spoken, even when you can’t see the outcome yet. 

It’s not grounded in the visible, but in the invisible promises of God. 

Faith says: 



• “I trust the promise even when the path is unclear.” 

• “I believe God is working even when I can’t see any movement.” 

• “I know He is faithful even when I feel afraid.” 

This kind of faith is not naive or passive. It’s resilient, rooted, and growing—because it 
doesn’t rely on the five senses. It relies on God’s character. 

 

II. The Danger of Sight-Based Living 

Why does Paul contrast faith with sight in 2 Corinthians 5:7? 

Because sight is the default setting of the flesh. It only believes what it can measure, touch, 
and control. 

The problem with living by sight: 

• Sight limits you to the visible. 

• Sight depends on current circumstances. 

• Sight seeks safety, not surrender. 

• Sight reacts to fear and facts, not promises and prophecy. 

When Peter walked on water, he did fine until he looked around. His faith turned to fear 
the moment his eyes shifted from Jesus to the wind. 

Walking by sight shrinks God to the size of your surroundings. 
Walking by faith magnifies God beyond what your eyes can handle. 

 

III. Biblical Examples of Faith Over Sight 

The Bible is filled with men and women who chose faith over sight—and were rewarded for 
it. 

1. Abraham 

“By faith Abraham… obeyed… and went out, not knowing whither he went.” (Hebrews 11:8) 

He left without a map. No GPS. Just a word from God. That’s walking by faith. 

2. Moses 



“He endured, as seeing him who is invisible.” (Hebrews 11:27) 

Moses chose affliction with God’s people over the treasures of Egypt, because he could 
“see” what couldn’t be seen. That’s faith. 

3. Joshua and the Israelites 

Marching around Jericho for seven days seemed absurd. But obedience—despite what 
they saw—brought down the walls. 

4. Gideon 

Faced an army with 300 men. Tactically foolish. Spiritually powerful. Because faith isn’t 
about numbers—it’s about God’s presence. 

5. Mary 

The angel told her she would bear the Son of God—without knowing a man. She 
responded: “Be it unto me according to thy word.” That’s trust without understanding. 

These weren’t superhumans. They simply trusted what God said more than what they 
saw. 

 

IV. Jesus’ Teachings on Faith Beyond Sight 

Jesus constantly challenged people to believe before they saw. 

• To Thomas: “Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.” (John 
20:29) 

• To the nobleman: “Go thy way; thy son liveth.” And the man believed the word… and 
went his way. (John 4:50) 

• To Jairus: “Fear not: believe only, and she shall be made whole.” (Luke 8:50) 

Jesus wanted people to learn to trust His word, not their eyes. 

Faith does not wait for the facts to line up. It responds immediately to the truth of God’s 
voice. 

 

V. Faith Grows Stronger in the Dark 

Sometimes, God takes away what you can see so you’ll finally trust what you can’t. 



He removes the props. He blocks the exit signs. He closes the doors. Why? To grow your 
faith. 

Consider Job: 

He lost everything. He couldn’t see what God was doing. But he declared: 

“Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him…” (Job 13:15) 

When all visible evidence is gone, and you still choose to believe—that’s the deepest kind 
of faith. 

Sight says, “I’ll believe it when I see it.” 
Faith says, “I’ll walk forward because God already spoke.” 

 

VI. Trusting God’s Promises Over Your Perceptions 

God’s Word is full of promises, and every one of them requires faith to activate—not sight. 

Some examples: 

• “I will never leave thee nor forsake thee.” (Hebrews 13:5) 
— But you may feel alone. Trust the promise. 

• “All things work together for good…” (Romans 8:28) 
— But your circumstances feel chaotic. Trust the promise. 

• “He which hath begun a good work in you will perform it…” (Philippians 1:6) 
— But progress feels slow. Trust the promise. 

Sight will always betray you. It only shows the surface. But faith sees the substance. 

Don’t let your feelings sit in the driver’s seat. Let God’s promises take the wheel. 

 

VII. Why God Hides the Details 

Have you ever wondered why God doesn’t show you the whole path in advance? 

Because He’s not building maps—He’s building muscle. 

If you saw the whole staircase, you wouldn’t need to take the first step in faith. 

God hides the details to teach you daily dependence. 

• He gave Israel manna daily, not weekly. 



• He led them cloud by day, fire by night—not a five-year plan. 

Why? 

So they would learn to walk one day at a time, trusting not in a plan but in a Person. 

 

VIII. Practical Ways to Walk by Faith 

Let’s move this from theory to practice. How do you train yourself to walk by faith and not by 
sight? 

1. Start the day in God’s Word 

His promises are the lenses you need to see clearly. Begin your day with truth, not 
headlines or emotions. 

2. Pray first, not last 

Faith listens before acting. Before you make decisions, talk to God. 

3. Take the next step, even if it’s small 

Don’t wait for all the answers. Take the next right step in obedience. 

4. Declare God’s promises aloud 

Speak them. Memorize them. Say them back to the enemy when doubt creeps in. 

5. Refuse to be driven by fear 

Fear is a false prophet. Shut it down with the truth of God’s Word. 

6. Surround yourself with faith-filled people 

The company you keep influences your vision. Walk with those who walk by faith. 

 

IX. Common Obstacles to Faith 

Walking by faith is simple—but not easy. Here are some common roadblocks: 

1. The Need for Control 

Faith relinquishes control. Sight craves it. You can’t walk by faith if you demand to manage 
every outcome. 

2. Impatience 



Faith waits. It trusts in God’s timing, not just His promise. 

3. Comparison 

Looking at others can steal your faith. Your walk is your walk—not theirs. 

4. Fear of Failure 

Walking by faith means risking the unknown—but trusting the One who sees it all. 

 

X. God Honors Faith, Not Sight 

Hebrews 11 is called the Hall of Faith—not the Hall of Sight. 

• Abel offered by faith. 

• Enoch walked by faith. 

• Noah built by faith. 

• Abraham left by faith. 

• Sarah conceived by faith. 

• Moses chose by faith. 

• Rahab hid by faith. 

None of them had all the facts. But they had the Word of God—and that was enough. 

God is not moved by what you see. He is moved by what you believe. 

 

XI. Sight Fades, But Faith Endures 

One day, faith will become sight. We will see Him face to face. But until then, we walk by 
faith. 

“For now we see through a glass, darkly…” (1 Corinthians 13:12) 

Life will feel blurry at times. But blurry doesn’t mean broken. It means you’re walking in the 
mystery—exactly where God wants you. 

Faith that grows is faith that walks when the lights are off, the path is foggy, and the steps 
feel shaky—but the heart is sure of who goes before you. 

 



XII. When You’re Tempted to Turn Back 

Sometimes, the hardest part of faith is continuing when you don’t see results. 

• The prayer hasn’t been answered. 

• The healing hasn’t come. 

• The door hasn’t opened. 

What then? 

Then you remember this: 

“The just shall live by faith.” (Romans 1:17) 

Not by feelings. Not by outcomes. Not by applause. By faith. 

And if you keep walking, you’ll see it later. But you must trust now. 

 

Conclusion: Keep Walking—Even When You Can’t See 

Faith is not walking with your eyes open—it’s walking with your heart full. 

2 Corinthians 5:7 is not a platitude—it’s a command and a comfort. It reminds us that 
spiritual life is not defined by the visible. 

• When circumstances lie, God’s promises still stand. 

• When vision is cloudy, His voice is clear. 

• When nothing makes sense, He still knows the way. 

So stop staring at the mountain. Start trusting the One who can move it. 

Let your faith outpace your fear. Let obedience outrun uncertainty. Let trust triumph over 
vision. 

Because “we walk by faith, not by sight.” 

 

 

4 of 10: Faith That Grows – When Heaven Is Silent: Faith That Waits 

Key Text: Psalm 13:1–2 
"How long wilt thou forget me, O LORD? for ever? how long wilt thou hide thy face from me? 



How long shall I take counsel in my soul, having sorrow in my heart daily? how long shall 
mine enemy be exalted over me?" 

 

Introduction: The Sound of Silence 

There’s something haunting about silence—especially when it comes from heaven. You’ve 
prayed, you’ve fasted, you’ve begged and believed. And yet—nothing. No answer. No sign. 
No confirmation. Only silence. 

If you’ve walked with the Lord for any length of time, you know this season. It’s the waiting 
room of faith. And it is here—when heaven seems silent—that your roots either grow deep 
or your faith withers. 

But silence is not the absence of God. It is often the classroom in which He teaches us 
trust. 

This essay explores the mystery of waiting—how God uses delays, quietness, and 
unanswered prayers to develop a faith that’s not just surviving, but thriving. Psalm 13:1–2 
will be our anchor, and David’s raw cry will be our compass. 

 

1. Silence Is Scriptural: You’re Not Alone 

When David cried, “How long wilt thou forget me, O LORD?” he wasn’t exaggerating—he 
was expressing the agony of waiting on a God who hadn’t yet moved. And he’s not the only 
one. Throughout Scripture, we see God's people waiting in faith: 

• Abraham waited 25 years for Isaac. 

• Joseph waited over a decade in slavery and prison. 

• Moses waited 40 years in the wilderness before God sent him back to Egypt. 

• Jesus waited 30 years before beginning His public ministry. 

God has never been in a hurry, and He’s not anxious. His timeline trains us to trust. 

What’s most encouraging is that in each case, silence didn’t mean abandonment. It meant 
God was working behind the scenes. When God delays, it is never denial—it is design. 

 

2. Faith Isn’t Proven When Prayers Are Answered—It’s Proven When They’re Not 



It’s easy to believe when the Red Sea parts. But what about when it doesn’t? 

Faith isn’t real until it’s tested. That means sometimes, God chooses silence to sift out 
whether we trust Him for who He is—or only for what He does. 

God is not a vending machine who dispenses blessings when you insert the right prayer. 
He’s a Father—and fathers don’t always explain themselves to children. They expect trust. 

Silence will force the question: Do I want God, or just answers? Do I trust Him when He’s 
quiet? When my circumstances haven’t changed? When my tears keep falling? Faith that 
matures says: “Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him” (Job 13:15). 

 

3. Silence Trains the Soul 

David says in Psalm 13:2, “How long shall I take counsel in my soul, having sorrow in my 
heart daily?” 

What is that? It’s a war between the head and the heart. It’s a wrestling of belief and 
brokenness. 

God often uses the silence to bring buried emotions to the surface. You begin to ask 
yourself questions: 

• Why am I really following God? 

• What if He never answers? 

• What if my waiting never ends? 

And it's in those questions that your soul is trained. The superficial is stripped away. The 
clichés won’t help anymore. The Sunday school slogans fall flat. 

This is where God matures you. Not with a megaphone, but with silence. In the waiting, He 
is forming something deeper than answers—He’s forming trust. 

 

4. The Hidden Work of God in Delay 

Just because God is silent doesn’t mean He is still. Think of the farmer. He plants a seed, 
then waits. But under the soil, the roots are taking hold. 

Isaiah 64:4 says, “God acts for the one who waits for Him.” 

That’s right. While you wait, God works. 



• He may be aligning circumstances you cannot see. 

• He may be humbling others or softening hearts. 

• He may be exposing idols in your own life. 

• He may be deepening your hunger so you can carry more of His glory when the 
answer finally comes. 

Faith that grows must learn to wait without explanation. 

 

5. The Danger of Moving Without a Word 

In 1 Samuel 13, King Saul grew impatient. He was waiting for Samuel to arrive and offer a 
sacrifice before battle. But Samuel delayed. And what did Saul do? 

He acted without a word from God. He offered the sacrifice himself—violating God’s 
command. 

The result? Saul lost his kingdom. 

When God is silent, the temptation is to panic. To make your own way. To take matters into 
your hands. 

But faith that grows waits for permission, not just convenience. 

You don’t need answers—you need obedience. Wait until the cloud moves. Wait until the 
Spirit gives peace. Wait until God speaks. 

Because nothing is more dangerous than moving when God hasn’t. 

 

6. How to Wait When It Hurts 

Waiting isn’t passive. It’s not sitting on your hands. It’s not spiritual laziness. Waiting is an 
active obedience. Here's how: 

a. Stay in the Word. 
Even when God feels silent, His Word still speaks. Don’t stop reading. Don’t stop 
meditating. His voice is often hidden in His pages. 

b. Keep Praying Honestly. 
David didn’t fake it. He poured out his soul. Real faith doesn’t pretend. Cry, lament, ask—
but stay in conversation. 



c. Surround Yourself with Faithful People. 
Don’t isolate yourself in seasons of silence. Community can hold your arms up like Aaron 
did for Moses. 

d. Recall Past Faithfulness. 
Psalm 77:11—“I will remember the works of the Lord.” If God was faithful then, He’s faithful 
now. 

e. Worship in the Waiting. 
Praise isn’t just for victory. It’s a weapon in silence. Worship tells your soul that God is still 
good—even when He’s still quiet. 

 

7. When Silence Breaks 

Eventually, Psalm 13 turns. After pouring out his pain, David declares in verse 5: 

“But I have trusted in thy mercy; my heart shall rejoice in thy salvation.” 

Notice—David’s circumstances hadn’t changed. But his posture had. 

That’s what silence does. It forces your faith to shift from evidence to essence—from 
needing to see to simply believing. 

And here’s the truth: Silence doesn’t last forever. God speaks. He restores. He answers. 

Jesus was silent in the grave for three days—but He rose. The silence was not the end. It 
was preparation for glory. 

 

8. Examples of Those Who Waited Well 

a. Hannah: 
She waited in agony for a child. Her womb was closed, but she poured out her soul before 
the Lord. Her silence birthed Samuel. 

b. Elijah: 
He waited in a cave, not in thunder or earthquake, but in the still small voice. God didn’t 
shout. He whispered. 

c. Mary and Martha: 
Jesus delayed coming to Lazarus, and he died. But Jesus wasn’t late—He was planning 
resurrection. 



d. The Disciples in the Upper Room: 
They waited for power from on high. And after days of silence, the Spirit came like a rushing 
wind. 

 

9. When Silence Is a Gift 

God doesn’t waste anything—not even quietness. 

In fact, the silence may be a gift. Why? 

Because you’ll never know how real your faith is until you’re required to walk without 
hearing a single word. 

And when you come through it—your worship will be deeper, your walk will be stronger, and 
your witness will be louder. 

The faith forged in silence becomes a force hell cannot break. 

 

10. Final Encouragement: Don’t Give Up 

You may be reading this in your own Psalm 13 moment. 

You’ve cried, “How long, Lord?” 
You’ve questioned if He’s listening. 
You’ve wondered if He forgot you. 

He hasn’t. 

Isaiah 49:15–16 says, “Can a woman forget her nursing child?... I will not forget thee. 
Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands.” 

That means even when heaven feels silent—your name is still written in His hand. 

Faith that waits is not weak. It’s not forgotten. It’s not ignored. 
It’s precious. It’s refined. It’s ready for what’s next. 

 

Conclusion: The Other Side of Silence 

There will come a day when God speaks. When the heavens thunder with answer, direction, 
breakthrough, and joy. 

But until then—don’t curse the silence. Let it make you. 



Faith that grows learns to worship in the waiting, to trust in the training, and to walk forward 
even when the answers haven’t come yet. 

God isn’t punishing you. He’s preparing you. 

He’s silent now—but not still. 
He’s quiet—but not absent. 
He’s not done speaking—He’s just making sure you’re listening. 

So lift your eyes. Take a breath. And trust again. 

He’s worth the wait. 

 

 

5 of 10: Faith That Grows – The Furnace of Faith: Trusting in Trial 
Key Text: 1 Peter 1:6–7 

“Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness 
through manifold temptations: 
That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it 
be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus 
Christ.” — 1 Peter 1:6–7, KJV 

 

The Furnace of Faith – Trusting in Trial 

Introduction: A Strange Kind of Rejoicing 

There’s something counterintuitive about Peter’s words in 1 Peter 1:6. He speaks of “greatly 
rejoicing,” and then immediately brings up “heaviness through manifold temptations.” 
These two things don’t seem like they should belong in the same sentence—much less the 
same life. And yet, Peter dares to say they do. 

Welcome to the furnace of faith. 

In this lesson of our Faith That Grows series, we examine what many believers wish wasn’t 
necessary: suffering. But make no mistake—faith that isn’t tested is faith that isn’t trusted. 
If God allows you into the furnace, He intends to bring you out shining. 

 

The Purpose of the Furnace: Why Faith Must Be Tried 



Faith, like metal, is tested for strength, not for show. Peter says our faith is “more precious 
than gold that perisheth.” In ancient times, refining gold required intense heat—1,948°F to 
be exact. The purpose? To melt away impurities. The hotter the fire, the purer the metal. 

Likewise, trials are not punishment; they are purification. They expose what’s real in your 
faith and burn away what isn’t. Peter doesn’t say, “If your faith is tested.” He says it is 
tested. It's a “need be” for every child of God (1 Peter 1:6). 

God is not content with weak, unanchored faith that collapses under pressure. He is 
forming something “unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ” (v. 
7). The end goal is not just endurance—it’s excellence. 

 

Faith Under Fire: Biblical Examples of Furnace-Formed Trust 

Abraham – Faith in the Waiting 

Abraham waited 25 years for the promised son. During those years, his faith was tested 
again and again—through famine, fear, and even failure. But Scripture says he “staggered 
not at the promise of God through unbelief” (Romans 4:20). His furnace was long, but the 
result was strong. 

Joseph – Faith in the Dungeon 

Joseph’s dreams were delayed by betrayal and dungeons. He was falsely accused, 
abandoned, and forgotten. Yet, when elevated, he didn’t say, “I told you so.” He said, “God 
did this.” His faith, tested in darkness, gave light to a nation. 

Job – Faith in Loss 

Job’s trial was severe: financial collapse, loss of children, disease, friends who turned 
against him, and silence from heaven. But in Job 23:10 he says, “But he knoweth the way 
that I take: when he hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold.” That’s furnace talk. That’s 
faith formed under pressure. 

 

Common Lies in the Fire – And How to Refuse Them 

In the midst of suffering, Satan will offer counterfeit theology. These lies masquerade as 
comfort but aim to undermine trust. 



1. “If God loved you, He wouldn’t let this happen.” 
— Truth: “Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth…” (Hebrews 12:6). Love doesn’t 
exempt us from trials; it secures us in them. 

2. “God must be punishing you.” 
— Truth: Jesus bore your punishment (Isaiah 53:5). God disciplines for correction, 
not condemnation. 

3. “You must lack faith if you’re struggling.” 
— Truth: Jesus wept, Paul despaired, Job questioned. Faith is not the absence of 
struggle—it’s trusting in the midst of it. 

4. “You’ll never recover from this.” 
— Truth: “After that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, 
settle you” (1 Peter 5:10). 

Recognizing these lies is part of the testing. Fire refines not just your circumstances but 
your discernment. Faith learns to hear the Shepherd’s voice over the accuser’s. 

 

The Refining Process: What the Fire Produces 

1. Purity 

Trials burn off worldly attachments. We come out stripped of idols and more singularly 
focused on Christ. The dross of pride, self-reliance, and sin is skimmed off the top. 

2. Patience 

The furnace has no fast-forward button. You don’t microwave faith—you forge it. James 
writes, “Let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting 
nothing” (James 1:4). 

3. Perspective 

What once seemed like the end becomes the beginning. The furnace rewires how we see 
eternity, pain, and purpose. 

4. Power 

Faith on the other side of fire has authority. It’s been there. It’s survived. Like Paul, you can 
now “comfort others with the comfort wherewith ye are comforted” (2 Corinthians 1:4). 

 



The Silence of God Is Not the Absence of God 

Peter doesn’t promise instant answers—he promises a result. You will come forth as gold. 
But during the trial, God may seem silent. Remember, the refiner never takes His eyes off 
the gold in the fire. It’s said that when the refiner can see his own reflection in the metal, 
the process is complete. 

So it is with faith. 

God’s silence is not neglect; it’s His confidence in the process. He is not distant. He is 
deliberate. 

 

Learning to Praise in the Fire 

Peter says we “greatly rejoice” even while “in heaviness.” How? Because we know the why 
behind the what. We’re not rejoicing in pain. We’re rejoicing in purpose. 

When Paul and Silas sang in prison, their praise wasn’t post-trial—it was during it. That’s 
the mark of mature faith. It sings in stocks and shackles because it knows the Redeemer 
lives and the story isn’t over. 

Walking With Others in Their Furnace 

One of the most beautiful fruits of faith under fire is empathy. You now understand the look 
in someone else’s eyes. You don’t offer clichés—you offer comfort. 

Romans 12:15 says, “Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that 
weep.” When you've been in the furnace, your words carry weight. You no longer speak 
from theory—you speak from testimony. 

 

When the Furnace Is Prolonged 

Some furnaces are short. Others stretch for years. Chronic illness, long grief, unanswered 
prayers. What do you do? 

• Keep worshipping. Job fell to the ground and worshipped. 

• Keep walking. Even limping forward is forward. 

• Keep waiting. Isaiah 40:31: “They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their 
strength.” 



Prolonged fire does not mean forgotten gold. It just means deeper refining. And the longer 
the wait, the greater the weight of glory (2 Corinthians 4:17). 

 

Jesus in the Furnace: The Fourth Man in the Fire 

Let’s not forget Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

When cast into the fiery furnace, the king looked and said, “Did not we cast three men 
bound into the midst of the fire?... Lo, I see four men loose… and the form of the fourth 
is like the Son of God” (Daniel 3:24–25). 

The lesson? Jesus meets us in the fire. 

They came out unburned, unbound, and unharmed—only the ropes burned. The fire only 
destroyed what was holding them. Sometimes what binds you must be burned away before 
you walk freely into your calling. 

 

Final Thoughts: What Fire Reveals 

Peter ends with hope: that this purified, fire-tested faith will result in praise, honor, and 
glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ. 

The furnace is not forever. But its effects are. Every believer who passes through trials with 
their eyes on Christ will receive eternal recognition from the One who led them through it. 

So what is God doing in your furnace? 

He’s refining. He’s strengthening. He’s preparing you for praise. 

Don’t waste the fire. Let it work. 

 

Reflection Questions 

1. What current or past trial has tested your faith the most? How did God use it to grow 
you? 

2. Are you believing any lies in the fire that need to be replaced with truth? 

3. How can your experience in the furnace help someone else today? 

 



Conclusion: The Fire Won’t Last, but the Faith Will 

God never allows a furnace without a purpose. Your pain is not random. Your struggle is not 
wasted. The fire you’re walking through is forging faith that is eternal, unshakable, and 
beautiful in His sight. 

So when you find yourself in the heat of life, remember: it’s not to destroy you. It’s to display 
you. And when the Refiner sees His image in you—He’ll bring you out, gleaming like gold. 

Stay in the fire. He’s in there with you. 

 

 

6 of 10: Faith That Grows – Faith That Grows Roots – Staying Grounded in God’s Word 
Key Text: Romans 10:17 
"So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God." —Romans 10:17 (KJV) 

 

Introduction: The Hidden Power of Roots 

In any garden, you can walk by a flourishing tree or a vibrant rose bush and marvel at the 
colors, the structure, and the fruit or flower it produces. But what you don’t see—what you 
often overlook—is what’s happening beneath the surface. The root system. The quiet, 
unseen, foundational network that determines whether the visible life above survives 
drought, storm, or even the passing of time. 

So it is with faith. 

Faith does not survive—let alone grow—without roots. And those roots must reach deep 
into something immovable, eternal, and nourishing. That something is the Word of God. 

Romans 10:17 doesn’t leave room for speculation: “So then faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God.” This verse is not a casual suggestion. It is a spiritual law. A 
divine equation: No Word, no faith. 

Many believers find themselves spiritually dry, confused, or shaken when trials come. 
Why? Because their faith has no roots. Or perhaps, it was planted once but has not been 
watered in a while. They may attend church, pray occasionally, or even post spiritual 
memes—but without time in the Word, their faith remains fragile. It becomes a leaf in the 
wind rather than a tree planted by rivers of water. 



This essay will show you how to cultivate a rooted, grounded faith—a faith not only saved 
by the Word but sustained and strengthened through it. Whether you’re new in the faith or 
have been walking with the Lord for decades, your growth will always be in direct 
proportion to your relationship with His Word. 

 

1. The Source of Faith: Hearing the Word 

Paul’s declaration in Romans 10:17 sets the tone. Faith comes by hearing, not by guessing, 
assuming, or borrowing someone else’s conviction. 

But what are we hearing? The Word of God. 

The Greek word used here for "word" is rhema, not logos. Logos refers to the written or 
general Word of God (like the entire Bible), while rhema refers to the spoken, living, 
personal Word—the Word that comes alive to you, that the Holy Spirit highlights in a 
moment of need. 

God speaks today. But His voice always echoes His Word. If you're not saturated in 
Scripture, you won’t recognize His whisper. You won’t discern His direction. The world will 
grow louder, and your faith will grow weaker. 

So, how does one hear the Word? 

• Audibly preached Word – Sermons, teachings, and sound exposition of Scripture. 

• Reading aloud the Bible – Yes, even when you read it aloud to yourself, it counts as 
hearing. 

• Bible study and meditation – Letting the Word dwell richly in you. 

• Daily habits – Faith grows when exposure to the Word becomes habitual, not 
seasonal. 

Hearing the Word is not a one-time act—it is an ongoing discipline that must become your 
lifestyle. 

 

2. Seeds in the Soil: The Parable of the Sower Revisited 

Jesus gave us a masterclass in spiritual agriculture in Matthew 13: the Parable of the Sower. 
Let’s revisit it through the lens of faith growing roots. 

Four types of soil are mentioned: 



1. Wayside – No reception. The Word is snatched immediately. 

2. Stony ground – No depth. Faith springs up emotionally but withers quickly. 

3. Among thorns – Faith competes with worldly cares and is choked. 

4. Good ground – The Word is received, rooted, and fruitful. 

The second type—stony ground—describes many well-meaning believers. They receive the 
Word with joy, but because there is no root, they endure only for a while. When affliction 
or persecution arises, they fall away. 

Sound familiar? 

The root problem is—literally—a root problem. There’s no depth. No nourishment. No 
endurance. 

Only the good ground produces lasting fruit, and that’s because the Word was able to take 
root. God wants your heart to be that good ground. 

 

3. Rooted, Not Just Emotional 

We live in a culture driven by emotional highs. Worship music, conferences, Christian 
TikTok snippets, and Sunday services can all stir your emotions. But emotional energy is 
not the same as rooted faith. 

Emotions fade. Pressure comes. And when they do, what remains? 

Colossians 2:6–7 says: 

“As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him: Rooted and built 
up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with 
thanksgiving.” 

The root comes before the fruit. Your walk with Jesus cannot be built on a motivational 
moment—it must be established in truth. 

Being rooted means: 

• You don’t panic every time circumstances shift. 

• You don’t redefine your theology to match your experiences. 

• You don’t give up when prayers aren’t answered on your timeline. 

• You don’t need constant external validation. 



Rooted faith can’t be swayed by every headline, hardship, or hashtag. It is grounded in what 
God has said, not just in what you feel. 

 

4. Feeding the Roots: Daily Scripture as a Lifeline 

Roots need water. Sunlight. Nutrients. 

Your faith is no different. You must feed it. 

Psalm 1:2–3 paints the picture beautifully: 

“But his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate day and night. 
And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his 
season…” 

This is not a seasonal believer. This is a rooted believer. And what is their secret? 

• Meditation on the Word day and night. 

• Not occasional reading. Not random flipping. 

• Delight, not duty. 

Faith doesn’t grow when the Bible is a checklist. Faith grows when the Bible becomes a 
conversation with your Father. 

Here’s a practical tip: 
When you read Scripture, ask: 

• What does this say about God? 

• What does this say about me? 

• How can I live this today? 

Don’t just read to finish. Read to be fed. 

 

5. The Dangers of Shallow Faith 

Faith without roots is like a building without a foundation—it might look okay for a while, 
but when the winds come, it crumbles. 

Jesus warned of this in Matthew 7:26–27: 



“And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened 
unto a foolish man… the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and 
beat upon that house; and it fell…” 

We live in a world where faith is often confused with positivity or vibes. But biblical faith has 
an anchor. And that anchor is God’s Word. 

Shallow faith can lead to: 

• Compromise in trials. 

• Doctrinal confusion. 

• Manipulation by false teachers. 

• Spiritual burnout. 

But rooted faith? It withstands. 

 

6. Rooted in the Word, Not in Your Feelings 

Let’s be honest. Feelings can be wonderful. They can also be liars. 

Jeremiah 17:9 reminds us: 

“The heart is deceitful above all things…” 

This is why faith must be anchored in something stronger than emotion—the Word of God. 

God’s Word doesn’t change because you had a bad day. It doesn’t shift when you feel low. 
It doesn’t get updated based on your situation. 

And that's the best news possible. Because you can return to it day after day, storm after 
storm, and find truth. You don’t have to wonder what God thinks—He’s already told you. 

 

7. How Trials Test the Root System 

Peter describes the purpose of fiery trials in 1 Peter 1:7: 

“That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it 
be tried with fire…” 

Trials reveal what’s real. They don’t create faith, but they purify it. 



When you’ve been grounded in the Word, you don’t crumble in crisis. Instead, the crisis 
reveals how deep your roots actually go. 

Don’t despise the trial. Let it drive you deeper into the Word. 

 

8. Consistency Over Intensity 

Sometimes we think we need to read 10 chapters a day, memorize the book of Romans, 
and fast every other week to grow. But spiritual growth works much like physical fitness: 
consistency beats intensity. 

• Read a few verses every day with intention. 

• Journal what God shows you. 

• Revisit passages that strengthen your soul. 

One drop of water every day will grow a root deeper than one gallon every month. 

The devil isn’t afraid of occasional spiritual highs. He’s terrified of consistent obedience. 

 

9. Discerning Doctrines – Why Rooted Faith Protects 

Ephesians 4:14 warns against being: 

“...carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning 
craftiness...” 

Rooted believers aren’t easily deceived. 

We live in a world of theological fast-food—half-truths, motivational fluff, and unbiblical 
philosophies wrapped in pretty packaging. 

But when you’re rooted in the Word: 

• You know the difference between truth and error. 

• You spot deception more quickly. 

• You hold fast to sound doctrine. 

The Word becomes your compass—not culture. 

 



10. Growing Roots in Community 

Finally, remember: you don’t grow alone. 

Hebrews 10:25 reminds us to not forsake the assembling. Rooted faith grows best when 
it’s surrounded by others pursuing the same goal. 

You need: 

• Bible-preaching church. 

• Christ-centered fellowship. 

• People who sharpen your walk. 

Iron sharpens iron. Roots intertwine. Trees in a forest grow stronger together. 

 

Conclusion: Dig Deep, Grow Strong 

Faith that grows is faith that grows roots. Deep, unshakable, unseen roots that tap into the 
eternal nourishment of God’s Word. 

You may not always feel strong. You may not always understand what God is doing. But if 
you’re rooted in His Word, you will stand. 

Let your faith be more than a leaf on the surface. Let it be a tree that storms cannot topple. 

Start today. 

• Open the Word. 

• Let it speak. 

• Let it settle in. 

• Let it dig deep. 

Because faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God. 

And rooted faith? 
That’s the kind that endures. 

 

 

 



7 of 10: Faith That Grows – Little Faith, Big God – Overcoming Doubt 

Key Text: Matthew 17:20 
"…If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove 
hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.” 

 

Introduction: The Myth of "Great Faith" 

The phrase “great faith” gets thrown around in Christian circles like it’s a badge of honor 
reserved for spiritual elite. We marvel at missionaries, admire martyrs, and applaud the 
bold declarations of revivalists and preachers. But Jesus had something different in mind. 
He didn’t say you needed a mountain of faith to move a mountain—He said all it took was 
faith the size of a mustard seed. 

That’s right: the smallest seed in the ancient Jewish agricultural world. 

Why? Because the power doesn’t lie in the size of your faith—it lies in the object of your 
faith. A little faith placed in an infinitely big God is more powerful than a great faith placed 
in anything or anyone else. 

This essay is not about feeling strong or confident in yourself. It’s about learning how even 
in your weakest, doubting, faltering moments—when your faith is hanging by a thread—
God is still faithful. 

Let’s explore how Jesus addressed doubt, how to overcome it biblically, and why mustard-
seed faith is all He asks. 

 

Part 1: What Doubt Is (and Isn’t) 

Doubt is not the opposite of faith. Unbelief is. 

Faith is choosing to trust God’s character and promises—even when your emotions scream 
otherwise. 

Doubt, then, is the space between what you feel and what you know to be true. It’s the 
wrestling match in the hallway between the problem and the promise. 

Even great men and women of faith in Scripture doubted: 

• Abraham laughed when God said Sarah would have a child. 

• Moses hesitated at the burning bush and asked God to send someone else. 



• Gideon asked for not one, but two signs with the fleece. 

• Thomas wouldn’t believe until he touched the wounds of Christ. 

And yet, God did not discard them. He worked through their doubt to strengthen their faith. 

You see, doubt is human. Jesus doesn’t demand perfect trust; He invites honest trust. Even 
trust with trembling hands. 

 

Part 2: The Power of a Mustard Seed 

Why would Jesus compare faith to a mustard seed? 

Here’s why: 

1. It starts small. 

2. It grows consistently. 

3. It becomes strong enough to support others. 

Jesus wasn’t diminishing faith—He was defining it accurately. We wrongly assume we 
need dramatic faith. But mustard-seed faith is quiet, steady, and rooted. 

• You pray even when you don’t feel like it? Mustard-seed faith. 

• You show up to church even when you’re hurting? Mustard-seed faith. 

• You choose to believe the Bible when your life looks opposite? That’s mustard-seed 
faith. 

It’s not the quantity that impresses God—it’s the direction of your trust. 

 

Part 3: God’s Response to Little Faith 

Let’s study a few examples of how Jesus responded to “little faith”: 

1. Peter Walking on Water (Matthew 14:29–31) 

Peter steps out of the boat—massive faith! But he sinks when he sees the waves. 

Jesus says, “O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?” 

Jesus doesn’t scold Peter for trying. He lifts him. The lesson? Jesus rescues little faith 
even when it stumbles. 



2. The Disciples in the Storm (Matthew 8:26) 

In the boat, the disciples panic as waves crash. 

Jesus says, “Why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith?” 

Then He calms the storm. 

Little faith doesn’t stop Jesus from acting—it simply reveals where we need growth. Fear 
and faith can’t occupy the same space. Jesus shows up to drive one out so the other can 
thrive. 

3. Feeding the Five Thousand (Matthew 16:8) 

After the miracle, the disciples still worry about food. 

Jesus says, “O ye of little faith…” 

He wasn’t angry. He was inviting them to remember His provision. 

God uses our little faith moments as classroom experiences to teach us trust. 

 

Part 4: Shifting the Focus – Faith in Who, Not What 

Many Christians focus their faith on outcomes: 

• “I believe God will heal me.” 

• “I believe God will give me this job.” 

• “I believe God will fix this problem.” 

But when the outcome doesn’t happen the way we expected, our faith crumbles. 

Because we put our faith in the thing we wanted—not in the God who governs all things. 

Biblical faith doesn’t say, “God will always give me what I want.” It says, “Even if He doesn’t, 
I still trust Him.” 

This is the faith of: 

• Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego: “Our God is able to deliver us…but if not…” 

• Job: “Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him.” 

• Paul: “I’ve learned in whatsoever state I am…to be content.” 



Real faith holds to God’s character regardless of outcome. Because God is not just the 
One who gives blessings—He is the Blessing. 

 

Part 5: Overcoming Doubt – Practical Steps 

So, how do you strengthen “little faith” and overcome doubt? 

1. Return to God’s Word (Romans 10:17) 

Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God. If you’re struggling with doubt, get 
your mind in Scripture. 

• Read Psalms to remind your soul how others cried out. 

• Memorize promises to counter fear. 

• Study stories of deliverance to fuel trust. 

The Word is your anchor in the storm of doubt. 

2. Remember What God Has Done 

One of the most repeated phrases in the Old Testament is “remember.” Why? Because we 
forget. Fast. 

Keep a journal. Write down answered prayers. Review the past victories when present fear 
strikes. 

As David said, “I remember the days of old; I meditate on all thy works” (Psalm 143:5). 

3. Confess Your Doubt Honestly 

Jesus isn’t offended by honesty. The man in Mark 9 said, “Lord, I believe; help thou mine 
unbelief.” And Jesus helped him. 

Don’t hide doubt. Surrender it. 

Say, “Lord, I don’t understand—but I trust You.” 

4. Surround Yourself With Faith-Filled Voices 

Faith is contagious. So is doubt. 

Get around believers who speak life and truth. Listen to testimonies. Watch what you 
consume online and in your conversations. 



As Hebrews says, “Exhort one another daily…lest any of you be hardened through the 
deceitfulness of sin” (Hebrews 3:13). 

 

Part 6: Even the Apostles Asked for More 

Don’t be ashamed if you’ve asked for your faith to be strengthened. Even the apostles said, 
“Lord, increase our faith” (Luke 17:5). 

Notice Jesus didn’t say, “No, you already have enough.” 

Instead, He told them that even mustard-seed faith could uproot a sycamine tree and cast 
it into the sea. 

Meaning: You don’t need more faith—you need active faith. 

Faith that obeys. 

Faith that moves. 

Faith that trusts—even while trembling. 

 

Part 7: God Is Not Measuring—He’s Multiplying 

Sometimes you feel guilty because your faith seems so small. But here’s the truth: 

God isn’t measuring your faith with a ruler. 
He’s multiplying your faith with trials, tests, and time. 

Faith is not like height—it’s like muscle. It grows through resistance. 

And it grows best in relationship. 

God is not the professor testing your answers—He’s the Father walking with you through 
the fire. He already knows your limits. He’s not looking to embarrass you—He’s building 
you. 

 

Conclusion: Small Faith, Great Savior 

If your faith feels small right now, good news: Jesus isn’t requiring you to muster up 
superhuman belief. 

He’s just asking you to give Him what little you have—and watch what He can do with it. 



Faith that grows doesn’t mean you never doubt. 

It means that in spite of doubt, you plant the seed anyway. You walk into the storm. You 
believe when others laugh. You pray when heaven is silent. You obey even when it’s 
uncomfortable. You trust even when you don’t understand. 

Because at the end of the day, it’s not about how much you believe. 

It’s about Whom you believe. 

And our God is not only able—He’s willing. He’s kind. He’s near. And He is faithful. 

So, if all you have is mustard-seed faith? 

Plant it. 

Because with God, that’s more than enough to move mountains. 

 

 

7 of 10: Faith That Grows – Little Faith, Big God: Overcoming Doubt 

Key Text: Matthew 17:20 
"…If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove 
hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you." 

 

Introduction: The Myth of Needing Big Faith 

There’s a popular misconception among believers that in order to experience God’s power, 
you need an enormous, rock-solid, mountain-moving faith that never wavers. But Scripture 
flips that myth on its head. Jesus doesn’t say, “If you have the faith of a giant,” but “if you 
have faith as a grain of mustard seed”—one of the tiniest seeds in the world. 

Why? 

Because the size of your faith isn’t the key. The size of your God is. 

When we truly grasp this truth, it revolutionizes how we approach our walk with Christ, how 
we face hardship, how we pray, and how we persevere through seasons of doubt. Let’s 
explore what it means to have "little faith in a big God"—and how that faith, though small 
and trembling, can still move mountains. 

 



1. Mustard-Seed Faith: Small, but Living 

Jesus used the mustard seed on purpose. It's tiny, yes—but it contains life. Inside it is the 
potential for something that will grow far beyond its original size. It’s a seed, not a stone. 
The point isn't just that it’s small—it’s that it’s alive. 

Faith, even the smallest bit, is powerful not because of you—but because of the One it is 
rooted in. The moment you believe—even if that belief is shaken, trembling, or imperfect—
you’ve entered into a relationship with the living God, and He begins to cultivate that faith. 

Romans 12:3 says, “…God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.” Even your first 
faith is a gift from Him. And He intends for that seed to grow. 

 

2. Doubt Doesn’t Disqualify You 

So often we think doubt makes us defective. We beat ourselves up when we struggle to 
believe. But Jesus shows us that even when faith wavers, God does not. 

Take Peter walking on water. He stepped out of the boat in faith, but when he saw the wind 
and waves, he began to sink. What did Jesus do? He immediately reached out His hand 
and lifted him up. 

Jesus did say, “O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?” But He didn’t let Peter 
drown. He didn’t leave him to flounder in shame. The rebuke was gentle, instructive—not 
condemning. Jesus helps us even when our faith falters. Why? Because even “little faith” 
still trusts Him enough to call out, “Lord, save me!” 

 

3. God's Power Is the Difference 

When David went up against Goliath, he didn’t rely on a giant shield or vast army. His “faith” 
wasn’t visible in grand strength or human might. It was rooted in confidence in a big God. 

David said, “Thou comest to me with a sword… but I come to thee in the name of the Lord 
of hosts…” (1 Samuel 17:45). That’s mountain-moving faith. It wasn’t David’s boldness—it 
was his God who delivered the victory. 

Similarly, the disciples could not cast out a demon in Matthew 17, and they asked Jesus 
why. He replied, “Because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a 
grain of mustard seed…” The issue wasn’t the size—it was their lack of dependence. They 
tried in their own strength. True faith trusts God to do what only He can do. 



 

4. The Growth Journey: From Little to Stronger Faith 

Though a mustard seed starts small, it doesn’t stay that way. Faith grows. It matures 
through testing, prayer, and obedience. 

Romans 10:17 says, “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” The 
more we immerse ourselves in Scripture, the more our hearts are aligned with God’s 
promises. As we see His faithfulness—over time—faith deepens. 

Abraham didn’t always have unwavering faith. He lied about Sarah, tried to “help” God’s 
promise by having a child through Hagar, and questioned how God would fulfill His word. 
But Romans 4 says Abraham “staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief… being 
fully persuaded…” It was a process. And God honored the direction of his heart. 

Your little faith can grow, too—if it stays rooted in Christ. 

 

5. Obedience in the Small Things 

Faith is often proven not in grand gestures, but in daily obedience. God rarely calls you to 
move a literal mountain. But He often calls you to trust Him with something small—like 
forgiving someone who wronged you, giving sacrificially, or stepping into ministry when you 
feel unqualified. 

Luke 16:10 says, “He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much…” 

The mountain-moving moments often come after many quiet steps of obedience. Every 
time you choose to trust, even when it’s hard, you’re exercising mustard-seed faith. 

 

6. When You Don’t Feel Strong Enough 

Sometimes we confuse emotions with faith. We think faith is feeling confident, pumped 
up, spiritually on fire. But faith is not a feeling. Faith is trusting God despite your feelings. 

Jesus said, “Have faith in God.” Not in how you feel. Not in your own spiritual maturity. Not 
in your circumstances. Faith is a choice. 

That’s why Paul says, “We walk by faith, not by sight.” (2 Corinthians 5:7). You can have a 
bad day, be discouraged, and still walk in faith. Because faith says: I will trust God 
anyway. 



 

7. The Mountain That Moves 

What is your “mountain”? A broken marriage? A rebellious child? A health issue? A ministry 
dream that seems impossible? 

Jesus said, “Ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence…” Not whisper it, not think it 
silently, but speak it boldly in faith. 

Faith doesn’t deny the mountain exists. It doesn’t pretend trials aren’t real. It simply 
believes God is bigger. 

And sometimes the “mountain” that moves isn’t outside you—it’s within you: fear, unbelief, 
insecurity. When God moves those things, suddenly the rest falls into place. 

 

8. Faith in the Right Person 

Notice what Jesus said: “…and nothing shall be impossible unto you.” (Matthew 17:20) 

Why? Because it’s not you who does the impossible—it’s God through you. 

Faith is only as strong as its object. That’s why faith in faith is useless. Faith in man will fail. 
But faith in the living Christ never disappoints. 

He is the One who calms storms, heals the sick, raises the dead, saves souls, and 
strengthens hearts. When your faith is planted in Him, it is secure—even if it's small. 

 

9. Nourishing Your Faith Daily 

Want your mustard seed to grow? Water it. 

How? 

• Read God’s Word daily – Feed your soul. 

• Pray even when you don’t feel like it – Speak with your Father. 

• Praise before the breakthrough – Thank Him in advance. 

• Fellowship with other believers – Faith is contagious. 

• Remember God’s past faithfulness – He doesn’t change. 



Just like a plant needs sunlight, water, and soil—your faith needs intentional care. God will 
do the growing. Your job is to abide. 

 

10. A Final Word to the Weak in Faith 

If you feel like your faith is failing, remember this: 

• The disciples fell asleep in Gethsemane—yet Jesus used them. 

• Peter denied Christ three times—yet Jesus restored him. 

• Thomas doubted—yet Jesus appeared to him personally. 

God is not intimidated by your weakness. He is drawn to it. Why? Because His strength is 
made perfect in weakness (2 Corinthians 12:9). 

He’s not looking for spiritual superstars. He’s looking for those who will believe—just 
enough to call on Him, trust Him, and keep walking forward. 

Even mustard-seed faith can break chains, restore hope, and move mountains. 

 

Conclusion: It’s Not About the Size—It’s About the Source 

When you plant a mustard seed, you don’t sit there trying to make it grow by willpower. You 
put it in good soil, water it, and let the sun do the work. 

That’s how faith works. 

Your job isn’t to make it big—it’s to keep it surrendered. Keep it pointed to God. And watch 
what He does with it. 

You may feel like your faith is small, barely holding on. But if it’s in Christ, it’s enough. 

Because little faith in a big God… still moves mountains. 

 

 

8 of 10: Faith That Grows – Faith Under Pressure – Endurance in the Storm 
Key Text: Hebrews 10:35–36 
"Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompence of reward. For ye 
have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the 
promise." 



 

Introduction: The Crushing Weight of Pressure 

There are few tests of faith more sobering than the pressure of life’s storms. These are not 
light sprinkles of inconvenience but the kind of torrential trials that slam into your peace 
like a hurricane. The job you lost, the diagnosis you didn’t expect, the betrayal you never 
saw coming, the silence from heaven that lingers longer than your patience is comfortable 
with. 

Pressure has a way of either deepening your trust in God or exposing just how shallow your 
faith has been. When the pressure mounts and comfort is stripped away, the soul asks: Is 
God still good? Is He still there? Can I trust Him through this storm—even when I don’t 
understand? 

Hebrews 10:35–36 addresses these moments head-on. It commands us not to cast away 
our confidence—our firm trust in God—because it carries a future reward. But that reward 
is accessed after we’ve done the will of God, and doing His will often means enduring 
pressure without quitting. This isn’t just survival. It’s perseverance with purpose. 

In this essay, we’ll explore how God uses pressure—not to crush your faith, but to forge it 
into something that can endure and overcome. We’ll learn why storms are part of God’s 
refining process, how pressure brings clarity, and why enduring faith always precedes 
receiving God’s promises. 

 

1. Pressure Reveals What’s Really There 

Pressure doesn’t lie—it reveals. A water pipe may look solid until intense pressure is 
applied. Then suddenly the cracks you never saw begin to leak. The same is true with your 
faith. 

Many profess faith when life is easy. But when the fire comes, it exposes the difference 
between superficial belief and anchored trust. Jesus illustrated this with the parable of the 
sower. The seed on stony ground looked promising, but the sun scorched it because it had 
no depth of root (Matthew 13:20–21). The pressure of tribulation revealed its shallowness. 

Faith under pressure shows whether we truly believe God is sovereign, good, and 
trustworthy—or whether we only followed Him because it was convenient. True faith 
doesn’t panic at the storm; it digs in deeper. 

 



2. The Storm is Not the Enemy—It’s the Refiner 

Pressure often comes disguised as your enemy, but in the hands of God, it’s a refining tool. 
It removes what’s unnecessary and strengthens what’s essential. 

Malachi 3:3 describes God as a refiner of silver. He sits over His people like a silversmith 
over fire—never leaving, always watching. The goal isn’t destruction, but purity. The silver 
must endure intense heat until all the impurities rise to the surface and can be removed. 
Only then does the refiner see His reflection clearly. 

So it is with you. God doesn’t allow pressure to destroy your life. He allows it to purify your 
faith, strip away the distractions, and mold you into something useful. 

The Apostle Peter echoes this truth: 
"That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it 
be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus 
Christ." 
(1 Peter 1:7) 

Your trials are not meaningless. They’re sanctified by God to refine what matters most—
your faith. 

 

3. Faith Isn’t the Absence of Fear—It’s the Presence of Focus 

Pressure can cause fear. But faith isn’t the absence of fear—it’s the refusal to surrender to 
it. 

Think of Peter walking on water (Matthew 14:28–31). As long as his eyes were on Jesus, he 
stayed afloat—even in impossible circumstances. But the moment he focused on the wind 
and the waves, fear took over, and he began to sink. 

When pressure hits, the natural response is to fixate on the storm. But biblical faith refuses 
to be distracted by the waves. It stays fixed on Christ, the anchor of our soul (Hebrews 
6:19). Faith under pressure is not blind. It sees the storm, but it sees the Savior more 
clearly. 

 

4. Endurance Is Not Optional—It’s Commanded 

Hebrews 10 doesn’t suggest that endurance might be helpful. It says you have need of 
patience—the Greek word "hypomonē," which means steadfastness under pressure. 



The Christian life is not a sprint. It’s a long-distance race, and endurance is the bridge 
between obedience and promise. 

Too many give up right before the breakthrough. They endure halfway, obey partially, then 
grow weary and faint. But the promises of God are given to those who keep going. 
"Let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not." 
(Galatians 6:9) 

You will not receive the fullness of God’s promises if you abandon your post in the storm. 
Stay planted. Stay obedient. Stay expectant. 

 

5. Pressure Births Clarity and Purity 

One of the hidden gifts of pressure is that it purifies your motives. When things are easy, it’s 
easy to serve God with mixed intentions—seeking His blessings more than His presence. 

But under pressure, you learn what matters most. God becomes your portion, not just your 
provider. Your worship shifts from being praise for what He gives to adoration for who He is. 

Paul said it this way: 
"...we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; and patience, 
experience; and experience, hope." 
(Romans 5:3–4) 

Pressure breaks pride, reveals idolatry, and realigns your heart to seek God alone. 

 

6. Jesus Knows Pressure—and He Prayed You’d Endure 

In Gethsemane, Jesus felt a pressure so intense He sweat great drops of blood. He was not 
exempt from anguish. He faced crushing spiritual pressure and chose obedience over 
escape. 

But even more remarkably, in Luke 22:31–32, Jesus told Peter that Satan desired to sift him 
like wheat. And what did Jesus pray? 

"But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not." 

He didn’t pray Peter would avoid pressure. He prayed that Peter’s faith wouldn’t collapse 
under it. 

And the same Jesus who interceded for Peter is interceding for you (Hebrews 7:25). In your 
storm, you are not alone. Heaven is praying for your endurance. 



 

7. Don’t Throw Away Your Confidence 

Hebrews 10:35 is a rallying cry to every weary believer: 
"Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompence of reward." 

That word "cast away" implies violently discarding something once cherished. Satan’s 
tactic is simple—convince you to throw away your confidence in God right before the 
reward is due. 

Don’t do it. 

Your confidence in God’s character, promises, and sovereignty must be guarded like 
treasure. If you throw away your trust, you throw away your future harvest. 

Stand firm. Anchor deep. And wait. 

 

8. Patience Is the Path to Promise 

Faith under pressure must be joined with patience. Not passive waiting, but active, trusting 
endurance. 
"That ye be not slothful, but followers of them who through faith and patience inherit the 
promises." 
(Hebrews 6:12) 

The Christian life is not about instant gratification. It’s about eternal reward. 

God doesn’t forget your obedience. He stores every tear, marks every step, and honors 
every moment you stood firm under pressure. Don’t quit before the finish line. 

 

9. You Are Being Watched (And That’s a Good Thing) 

Hebrews 12:1 calls us to run the race “compassed about with so great a cloud of 
witnesses.” 

You are not suffering in secret. Heaven sees. Saints who have gone before you are 
watching. And the world around you is watching to see if your God is worth trusting when 
life falls apart. 



Every time you choose faith under pressure, your life becomes a sermon louder than 
words. It preaches to angels, demons, and neighbors alike: My God is faithful—storm or no 
storm. 

 

Conclusion: Storm-Proof Faith 

Faith that grows is not fragile. It’s forged in fire, tested by winds, and anchored in truth. It 
doesn’t panic in pressure because it has been trained by it. 

You don’t have to feel strong to be strong. Endurance is not about the absence of 
trembling—it’s about the refusal to give up. 

So don’t cast away your confidence. The reward is coming. And when the storm passes—
and it will—you’ll find your faith has not only survived…it has grown. 

Let the winds blow. Let the waves crash. The same God who led you into the storm will lead 
you through it. And on the other side, you'll find that the pressure didn't destroy your faith—
it refined it. 

Endure. Believe. Stand. And watch what God will do. 

 

 

9 of 10: Faith That Grows – Faith That Sees the End – Hope and Vision 
Key Text: Hebrews 11:13 
Mature faith sees beyond the present and lives for eternity. This devotion looks at how faith 
fuels long-term hope and vision. 

 

Introduction: The Eyes of Faith vs. the Eyes of Flesh 

We live in a world ruled by immediacy. Instant access, on-demand entertainment, and 
same-day delivery have trained our minds to expect everything now. But faith—true, 
biblical, maturing faith—operates on a different timeline. It doesn’t demand proof in the 
moment. It sees the invisible. It waits with confident expectation. It plants seeds with no 
visible harvest, trusting that eternity will vindicate the effort. Hebrews 11:13 gives us a 
glimpse into this kind of vision: 

“These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, 
and were persuaded of them, and embraced them…” 



That’s not blind faith—it’s far-sighted faith. This kind of faith doesn’t just survive delay; it 
thrives in it. In this essay, we’ll explore how the saints of old lived with an eternal lens, how 
Jesus modeled forward-facing vision, and how you can develop a faith that sees past the 
now and into forever. 

 

1. Seeing the Promises Afar Off: The Hall of Faith Perspective 

Hebrews 11, often called the "Hall of Faith," is a roll call of people who believed God—not 
just for what they could hold in their hands, but for what they could only see with their 
hearts. From Abraham to Sarah, Isaac to Moses, they all believed in something beyond 
their lifetime. 

Abraham never owned the promised land in his lifetime—just a cave to bury his wife. Yet he 
believed he was a pilgrim in a land that would one day belong to his seed. Why? Because 
he saw it “afar off.” The promises weren’t just for him—they were through him. 

This teaches us something profound: faith doesn’t demand fulfillment on our schedule. 
Faith trusts God's timing. Faith obeys even when the fulfillment may come in the next 
generation. It doesn’t ask, “When will I see this?” but “How can I walk faithfully until it 
comes?” 

 

2. Persuaded and Embracing the Vision 

The second half of Hebrews 11:13 adds a powerful pair of words: “persuaded” and 
“embraced.” You don’t embrace something you don’t believe in. They were persuaded of 
God's promises—utterly convinced—and because of that conviction, they clung to them 
with joy. 

This reveals a critical step in developing enduring faith: conviction must precede 
perseverance. If you’re not persuaded of what God has said, you won’t make it when the 
storm hits or the years stretch long. Faith that endures must be fed by daily reminders of 
God’s character and Word. 

Faith doesn’t just believe in what is unseen; it learns to love it. 

To embrace a promise that hasn’t been fulfilled requires intimacy with the Promiser. You 
can’t wait decades for something from a stranger—but you can wait on someone you trust. 
This is why knowing God personally through His Word is essential for a vision-filled faith. 

 



3. Living as Strangers and Pilgrims 

The same verse continues: “...and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the 
earth.” This confession is not just poetic—it’s practical. It changes how you live, how you 
invest, and how you prioritize. 

Too many Christians are trying to build empires in a tent. We’re called to be sojourners, not 
settlers. Our “city” is still to come, whose builder and maker is God. That doesn’t mean we 
live with detachment from our responsibilities, but it does mean we live with a focus 
beyond the horizon. 

Eternal vision frees you from the pressure to get everything here and now. You don’t need to 
“have it all” in this life. You don’t need to win every battle or explain every delay. Pilgrims 
don’t need to understand every street—they just follow the mapmaker. 

 

4. Jesus: The Author and Finisher of Our Faith 

No one lived with forward-facing faith better than Jesus. Hebrews 12:2 tells us: 

“Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before 
him endured the cross…” 

Jesus didn’t go to the cross for immediate pleasure. He went because of future glory. He 
saw beyond the pain, beyond the shame, beyond the grave. That’s what faith that sees the 
end looks like—knowing that obedience today will bloom into glory tomorrow. 

If Christ, our example, was driven by eternal joy, how can we expect to grow without the 
same lens? We must stop letting momentary pain cloud eternal perspective. Like Christ, 
we must train our hearts to say, “Not my will, but Thine be done,” knowing the reward lies 
beyond the visible. 

 

5. Developing Eternal Eyes in a Temporal World 

So how do we cultivate faith that sees the end? 

• Daily Scripture Meditation – Romans 10:17 reminds us faith comes by hearing the 
Word of God. Your long-term vision is only as strong as your daily intake of truth. 

• Pray with the End in Mind – Don't just pray for comfort—pray for endurance. Ask 
God to help you see trials as investments in eternal glory (2 Corinthians 4:17). 



• Study the Lives of the Faithful – Read biographies, study Hebrews 11, and learn 
from those who finished well. Let their vision sharpen yours. 

• Live Generously – Those with eternal perspective hold loosely to earthly treasures. 
Give, serve, and love as one who knows the clock is ticking toward eternity. 

• Speak Heaven Often – Talk about the return of Christ, your heavenly reward, and 
the new heaven and new earth. Let your mouth remind your heart of what truly 
matters. 

 

6. Faith and Vision in Seasons of Delay 

One of the greatest enemies of faith is delay. It tempts you to question if God is really going 
to come through. But here’s what faith that sees the end knows: delay is not denial. 

Joseph spent years in prison for a crime he didn’t commit. David waited over a decade after 
being anointed king before sitting on the throne. Noah waited 120 years before the flood 
came. God’s promises are not microwave miracles—they’re slow-cooked for eternity. 

If God has spoken something into your heart through His Word, and you’re in a season of 
waiting—don’t abort the promise for lack of patience. Don’t trade a heavenly inheritance 
for earthly comfort. Faith that lasts looks up, not around. 

 

7. The Role of Hope in Sustaining Faith 

Faith and hope are sisters. Hebrews 11:1 says that faith is the substance of things hoped 
for. You can’t have faith if you’ve lost hope. Hope isn’t wishful thinking—it’s confident 
expectation rooted in God's unchanging character. 

When you lose hope, you start drifting. You begin making short-sighted decisions, settling 
for less, and retreating into comfort zones. But when hope is strong, it fuels your faith to 
keep believing, keep walking, and keep sowing—even when nothing around you looks 
different. 

This is why Satan attacks your hope. If he can shrink your expectation, he can shrink your 
endurance. But you’ve been given a living hope (1 Peter 1:3), anchored in Christ and tied to 
eternity. It cannot be shaken by earthly storms. 

 

8. Vision-Driven Obedience: Living with the End in View 



Faith that sees the end doesn’t just sit and wait—it acts in light of what’s coming. Noah 
built. Abraham left. Moses refused Egypt’s pleasure. All of these took action based on 
something they couldn’t yet see. That’s real faith. 

When you truly believe this life is a vapor and eternity is forever, you’ll spend differently. 
You’ll forgive faster. You’ll stop wasting time on petty arguments and temporary applause. 
You’ll live like heaven is your home and today is your mission field. 

Paul said in Philippians 3:14, “I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling…” 
That’s vision. That’s finish-line focus. 

 

9. What Will Your Faith Say When You Die? 

Hebrews 11:13 says “these all died in faith.” That’s the goal. Not just to have had faith—but 
to die in it. That means you never gave up. You never stopped believing—even if you didn’t 
see all the answers. You kept your eyes on the promise. 

Will your life be a testimony that someone else can walk behind? Will your grandchildren 
say, “Grandma prayed for things she never saw, but we’re living in them”? Will your last 
breath echo the words of Paul: “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I 
have kept the faith”? 

 

Conclusion: Lift Up Your Eyes 

Faith that sees the end is rare in a world obsessed with now. But it’s the kind of faith that 
pleases God. Hebrews 11:6 reminds us: 

“Without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that 
he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.” 

Lift up your eyes. Look beyond the bills, the struggles, the silence, the detours. There is 
more coming than you can imagine. You’re not walking for comfort—you’re walking for a 
crown. 

Keep going. Keep trusting. Keep planting. The end is worth it. And the One waiting at the 
finish line is faithful. 

 

 



10 of 10: Faith That Grows – Unshakable Faith – Finishing Strong 
Key Text: 2 Timothy 4:7 
"I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith." 

 

Introduction: Faith Built to Finish 

There is a difference between starting strong and finishing strong. Many begin their 
Christian walk with fire and passion, only to find themselves fatigued, distracted, or 
derailed somewhere along the way. The Apostle Paul understood this well. By the time he 
penned 2 Timothy 4:7, he was near the end of his life. And yet, there is no regret in his 
voice—only resolve. He doesn’t mention how many churches he planted, sermons he 
preached, or miracles he witnessed. Instead, he says one powerful thing: “I have kept the 
faith.” 

That phrase echoes through eternity like a trumpet call to every believer. Will you keep the 
faith? Will you endure the trial, stand firm in the temptation, rise again after the fall, and 
finish the race laid before you? Because faith is not just a starting point—it’s a lifelong 
pursuit. This final essay in the Faith That Grows series will explore what it means to walk in 
unshakable faith that finishes strong. We’ll look at the traits of enduring believers, the 
obstacles that threaten our faith, and the eternal reward promised to those who refuse to 
quit. 

 

1. Finishing Faith Starts with Fighting Faith 

Paul uses military language when he writes, “I have fought a good fight.” The Christian life is 
not a stroll through a meadow; it’s a battleground. Satan, the world, and your flesh conspire 
daily to weaken, distract, or destroy your faith. If you think finishing well is easy, you’ve 
misunderstood the mission. 

Fighting faith is not violent in the way the world understands, but it is fierce in its 
perseverance. Jude 1:3 exhorts believers to “earnestly contend for the faith.” Why? Because 
faith is under constant attack. From spiritual laziness to moral compromise, to doctrinal 
deception, the path is littered with the fallen. 

To finish strong, you must learn to fight early and often—not just once in a crisis, but daily. 
You must fight discouragement with Scripture, fight temptation with prayer, fight apathy 
with service, and fight doubt with remembrance of what God has already done. 

Faith that finishes does not float—it fights. 



 

2. Finishing Faith Endures the Course 

Paul also writes, “I have finished my course.” Not someone else’s. Not the easiest path. He 
ran the one God gave him, filled with prison cells, shipwrecks, betrayal, and intense 
spiritual warfare. But he ran it. 

Your course may not look like Paul’s, but you have one. Hebrews 12:1 urges us to “run with 
patience the race that is set before us.” Why patience? Because it’s long. Because it’s hard. 
Because you’ll be tempted to stop. 

Finishing faith is not flash—it’s faithfulness. It shows up when no one’s clapping. It prays 
when it doesn’t feel like praying. It keeps showing up to the Word, the church, the 
assignment—because it knows the finish line is not here. 

God never asks you to finish someone else’s race. But He does call you to run yours—and 
not give up when the road bends uphill. 

 

3. Finishing Faith Remembers the Goal 

Unshakable faith isn’t just focused on today’s trial—it sees the finish line. Hebrews 11:13 
says of the great men and women of faith, “These all died in faith, not having received the 
promises, but having seen them afar off.” 

Faith that finishes sees beyond the present. It looks past pain and sees a crown. It looks 
past rejection and sees the Father’s approval. It looks past the grave and sees eternity. This 
is why Paul also says in 2 Timothy 4:8, “Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness.” 

A faithful finish begins with a future-focused mindset. We are not running for applause, 
ease, or comfort—we are running for a kingdom. This is why Paul could say, “Our light 
affliction… worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory” (2 Corinthians 
4:17). The weight of glory outweighs today’s burden. 

Faith grows when vision expands. 

 

4. Finishing Faith Accepts the Cost 

Every believer who finishes strong does so at a cost. There’s no other way. 



You may have to sacrifice comfort. You will be misunderstood. There may be relationships 
that cannot go with you where God is calling. You’ll face loneliness, weariness, and 
seasons of silence. And yes, you’ll face failure. But finishing faith is not flawless—it’s 
resilient. 

Paul was not boasting of perfection. He had moments of discouragement (2 Corinthians 
1:8), thorny struggles (2 Corinthians 12), and even regrets about former ministry partners (2 
Timothy 4:10). But he kept going. 

Sometimes, finishing faith just means getting back up. Proverbs 24:16 says, “For a just man 
falleth seven times, and riseth up again.” Every time you get up, you grow stronger. The 
scars you collect become battle badges of grace. They don’t disqualify you—they qualify 
you for endurance. 

 

5. Finishing Faith Leaves a Legacy 

Finishing faith doesn’t die with you. It echoes into eternity and inspires generations. Paul’s 
words were written to Timothy, a young pastor who needed courage. Your endurance 
becomes someone else’s encouragement. 

Psalm 145:4 says, “One generation shall praise thy works to another.” When you keep the 
faith, you give permission for others to do the same. Your children see it. Your church sees 
it. Even your enemies notice it. A consistent life speaks louder than any sermon. 

Think about the legacy you want to leave. Not the trophies, not the achievements, but the 
testimony. Could your final words be, “I have kept the faith”? Could others say it about you? 

Because in the end, faith that finishes is not measured by how much you accomplished—
but how faithful you remained. 

 

6. Finishing Faith Requires Daily Faith 

Don’t wait until your final breath to start building unshakable faith. It begins now. Daily 
habits form lifelong patterns. A finisher is forged in the quiet hours, the morning prayers, 
the unseen sacrifices, and the repeated “yes” to God. 

Jesus said in Luke 9:23, “If any man will come after me, let him deny himself daily, and take 
up his cross, and follow me.” Daily faith says yes again and again—even when it’s hard. 



If you build daily faith, you will have finishing faith. You don’t need to wait until the end of 
your life to live like a finisher. You can start now—by fighting your battles, running your 
course, and keeping your eyes on the prize. 

 

7. The Reward Awaits 

Paul’s final words in that same chapter ring with certainty and hope: 
"Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
judge, shall give me at that day..." (2 Timothy 4:8) 

He wasn’t unsure. He didn’t say, “I hope I made it.” He said, “There is laid up for me…” Faith 
that finishes is confident in the One who finishes what He starts. 

Philippians 1:6 promises, “He which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the 
day of Jesus Christ.” That’s the anchor. Not your perfection. Not your strength. But God’s 
unchanging, unwavering, unstoppable grace. 

 

8. Conclusion: Will You Finish? 

Finishing strong is not for the select few. It’s for every believer who will surrender daily, lean 
wholly on Christ, and keep showing up—no matter how they feel. 

This is how Paul finished. Not by charisma. Not by comfort. But by consistent, day-in, day-
out dependence on the grace of God. And that same grace is available to you. 

Let these final words echo through your life: 

“I have fought a good fight. I have finished my course. I have kept the faith.” 

Let them be your daily goal, your weekly rhythm, your lifelong anthem. Because unshakable 
faith doesn’t sprint—it endures. And when the final chapter of your life is written, may it 
read like Paul’s—not because you were perfect, but because you were faithful. 

You kept the faith. And that is the greatest finish of all. 

 

 

Conclusion to the Series 

Unshakable, Unmovable, and Still Growing 



We’ve walked together from the seed of faith to the summit of endurance, and if there’s 
one thing this journey has shown, it’s this: faith isn’t a feeling—it’s a fight. 

It begins with a simple “yes” to the gospel. But it doesn’t stop there. That tiny seed—
planted by grace through faith—was never meant to remain buried. It was meant to grow. To 
stretch. To survive storms. To thrive even in drought. And yes, to bear fruit in seasons of 
silence, sorrow, and surrender. 

We’ve learned that: 

• Faith walks when it would rather sit. 

• Faith waits when answers don’t come. 

• Faith roots itself in the Word, not in emotion. 

• Faith presses on under pressure and sees the unseen. 

• Faith overcomes doubt, endures the furnace, and finishes the race. 

If you're still here at the end of this series, that’s evidence of faith at work. You’re not just 
interested in belief. You’re invested in growth. 

And here's the good news: God is, too. 

Philippians 1:6 reminds us, "Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a 
good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ." 
That’s not a suggestion—it’s a guarantee. 

Faith that grows is faith that endures. And enduring faith leaves a mark. It doesn't fold 
when culture presses in. It doesn't retreat when the road narrows. It doesn't give up just 
because it can't see the end. Instead, it clings to the cross, trusts the promises, and lives 
like the best is yet to come—because it is. 

So what now? 

Keep growing. Keep trusting. Keep walking. 
And when your knees shake, remember: it’s not the size of your faith that matters—it’s the 
strength of the One you’re trusting in. 

Let the seed keep growing. 
Let the roots go deeper. 
Let the race be run strong. 
And when your story is told, may it echo with the words of Paul: 



“I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith.” 
(2 Timothy 4:7) 

This is what faith that grows looks like. 

Let’s keep going. 

 


