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Introduction to the Series: Why | Chose the Dake Bible to Study the Antichrist

In a world brimming with confusion, distortion, and doctrinal mixture, the subject of the
Antichrist is not only controversial—it’s often buried beneath centuries of religious
tradition, academic over-complication, and prophetic misdirection. And yet, Paul’s
second epistle to the Thessalonians doesn’t flinch. It lays bare the blueprint of the Man
of Sin, the Mystery of Iniquity, and the Strong Delusion that is already infiltrating our age.

So why study the Antichrist now? Because the hour demands it. And why use the Dake
Annotated Reference Bible as a companion? That’s where this journey begins.

Let me be clear right out of the gate: | don’t agree with every note in the Dake Bible. Like
any commentary or study tool, it is not inspired Scripture. It is written by a man—Finis
Jennings Dake—who, though diligent in his work, was not immune from doctrinal flaws or
dispensational inconsistencies. We rightly divide the word of truth (2 Tim. 2:15), and that
includes dividing Dake when necessary.

But what | do appreciate—and why | chose Dake for this series—is that he wasn’t afraid to
say what others wouldn't.

Dake's Strengths: Why We Glean, Not Swallow Whole

What makes the Dake Bible especially usefulin studying the Antichrist is not just its
commentary—it’s the sheer volume and systematization of prophetic references. Dake
pulls together over 1,000 prophetic passages, interlinking 2 Thessalonians, Daniel,
Revelation, and even Matthew 24 in a way that gives you a sweeping panoramic view of
the end times. And unlike most modern scholars who’ve been neutered by academic
respectability or theological gatekeeping, Dake wasn’t afraid to say “Antichrist,” wasn’t
afraid to talk about a literal temple, a literal mark, or a literal Satanically empowered man
who will be worshiped as God.

That’s rare.



In a time when even so-called “prophecy experts” spiritualize away half the book of
Revelation or try to cram everything into AD 70, Dake stands out for actually believing
what the Bible says—even if his framework at times gets clunky or leans toward
Pentecostal excess. That’s where we, as rightly divided Bible believers, come in: to filter,
not follow—to glean the gold while discarding the gravel.

Why the Dake Bible Helps Unlock 2 Thessalonians 2

When Paul wrote 2 Thessalonians 2, he pulled back the curtain on the Man of Sin—but he
did it with an expectation that we would already know the order of events. That’s why
verse 5 says, “Remember ye not, that, when | was yet with you, | told you these things?”
Paul wasn’t introducing a new doctrine—he was reinforcing a timeline he’d already taught.

Dake, for all his flaws, tries to rebuild that timeline—and he does it with cross-references
and chronological breakdowns that few others even attempt. He shows how the restrainer
(He that letteth) is the Holy Spirit, how the mystery of iniquity was already working in
Paul’s day, and how the Antichrist cannot be revealed until the rapture removes the
church. That’s a pre-tribulation framework. And that’s where we say amen.

This series—“The Man of Sin Revealed”—pulls from those Dake insights but also tightens
the bolts with sharper doctrine, cleaner rightly divided theology, and the unmovable
foundation of the King James Bible. We are not here to echo Dake, but to use his shovel to
dig deeper. To take the tools he gave us and build something clearer.

A Word to the Skeptics: Why We Don’t Fear Using Tools

Some may ask, “Why use Dake at all? Isn’t he off in some areas?” Yes, and so is every
preacher, teacher, or theologian who’s ever lived—including your favorite one. The issue is
not perfection but utility. Dake is a tool in the toolbox—not the blueprint, not the building,
and certainly not the cornerstone.

The cornerstone is Christ, the blueprintis the Scriptures rightly divided, and the builder—
at least in this series—is a student who tests all things by the Word, not by church
tradition, denominational loyalty, or YouTube sensationalism.

We don’t follow Dake. We check Dake. We examine the passages, cross-check the
references, and let Scripture interpret Scripture. But when a man’s work shines a
spotlight on verses the modern church ignores—when his notes expose the mechanisms of



apostasy and Antichrist worship—we won’t toss that out just because it wasn’t wrapped in
a Schofield-approved package.

What to Expect in This Series

This series covers seven major doctrines related to the Antichrist from 2 Thessalonians 2,
each reinforced with Dake’s key notes but re-framed with rightly divided doctrine and KJV
integrity:

1. The Man of Sin Revealed - The identity and timing of the Antichrist.

2. The Mystery of Iniquity — Tracing the hidden rebellion from Paul’s day until now.
3. He That Now Letteth Will Let — The role of the Holy Spirit as Restrainer.

4. Strong Delusion - Why God sends a lie and who falls under it.

5. 2Thessalonians and the Rapture Sequence - Arightly divided timeline.

6. The Lie of Antichrist Worship — The abomination that mimics Christ.

7. Satanic Power and Lying Wonders — Discerning true from false signs.

Each one is built on a foundation of Scripture, strengthened by Dake’s chronological
approach, and shielded by biblical discernment.

Final Word: The End Is Not Confusion

The spirit of Antichrist thrives on confusion—but God is not the author of it. This series is
not written to stir fear, but to give clarity and confidence in what Scripture teaches. The
goal is not to be sensational but scriptural. Not to echo prophecy YouTubers, but to equip
believers for what’s next—and for who’s next.

The Man of Sin is coming.
But so is the shout, the trumpet, and the voice of the archangel.
And we will be caught up first.

So with that, grab your Bible, your notes, your Sword—and yes, even your Dake—and let’s
walk verse by verse through the most detailed profile of the Antichrist in the New
Testament. Let’s study to show ourselves approved—and be found ready when the Lord
descends.



The Man of Sin Revealed: The Identity and Timing of the Antichrist

Refuting Preterist and Catholic Views with Rightly Divided, Pre-Trib Rapture Theology

Introduction: The Man Behind the Mask

The end times have always captured the imagination of Bible believers and skeptics alike.
Among the many mysterious figures in Scripture, none draws more fear and fascination
than the one Paul calls “the man of sin” and “the son of perdition” in 2 Thessalonians 2:3.
The Antichrist. This is no mythic metaphor or poetic title—it is a literal man who will rise to
global prominence during the Great Tribulation. But here’s the problem: many today argue
he’s already come and gone. Preterists point to Nero or Titus. Catholics often spiritualize
the concept altogether. Both camps attempt to blur the lines of prophecy, denying the
plain, rightly divided teaching of Scripture that this man is yet to be revealed—and only
after the Church is raptured out of this world.

In this essay, we will explore the biblical identity and timing of the Antichrist’s unveiling,
showing from the King James Bible that he cannot and will not appear until “he who now
letteth...be taken out of the way” (2 Thess. 2:7). We will also refute the spiritual gymnastics
of preterist theology and the allegorical interpretations of Catholic tradition, both of which
rob the body of Christ of its blessed hope. This is a matter not merely of theology but of
discernment, comfort, and vigilance in a darkening age.

l. Paul’s Clear Warning in 2 Thessalonians 2: The Coming Man of Sin

2 Thessalonians 2:3-8 gives us the clearest picture in the Pauline epistles of the Antichrist’s
unveiling:

“Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a
falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed...”

Paulis correcting a doctrinal error circulating among the Thessalonians—that the Day of
Christ (i.e., the rapture and the events of the end) had already begun. Some false teachers,
possibly even forging epistles in Paul’s name (v. 2), had troubled the saints into thinking
they were in the Tribulation. Paul’s correction is surgical:

1. Two events must happen first:
o A“falling away” (apostasia in Greek).

o The revealing of the “man of sin.”



2. This man will oppose God, exalt himself above all that is called God, and sitin the
temple claiming to be God (v. 4). This is not symbolic—it’s literal.

3. Something (or someone) is currently holding him back from being revealed. Paul
says, “ye know what withholdeth” (v. 6), and later adds, “he who now letteth will let,
until he be taken out of the way” (v. 7).

The Antichrist will only be revealed after this restraining force is removed.

Il. The Restrainer: Who Is ‘He Who Now Letteth’?

There are many interpretations about the restrainer, but rightly dividing the word yields one
answer: the Holy Spirit working through the body of Christ—the Church.

e The word “letteth” in 2 Thessalonians 2:7 is old English for “restrains” or “holds
back.”

¢ Paul’s language in verse 6 implies the Thessalonians already knew who this
restrainer was. That can’t be a human government or some obscure being—they
knew it from Paul’s earlier teachings.

e The personal pronoun “he” (v. 7) rules out inanimate forces or impersonal ideas.

The Holy Spirit indwelling the Church is the divine restraining force. Jesus called the Spirit
“the Comforter” (John 16:7), who would reprove the world of sin, righteousness, and
judgment. But once the Church is taken out (1 Thess. 4:16-17), the Spirit’s restraining
ministry is removed in its present function, allowing the man of sin to rise.

This fits perfectly with dispensational truth: the Church Age must end before Daniel’s 70th
week (Dan. 9:27) resumes. The Tribulation is not for the Church. It’s for Israel and the world.

lll. The Identity of the Antichrist: What We Can and Cannot Know
Scripture gives us a clear portrait of the Antichrist, though it withholds his actual name:

1. Called “the man of sin” and “son of perdition” (2 Thess. 2:3) - “Man of sin”

speaks to his character; “son of perdition” connects him to Judas Iscariot (see John
17:12).

2. He exalts himself above all gods and sits in the temple (v. 4) — This mirrors the
abomination of desolation (Dan. 11:36-37; Matt. 24:15).



3. His coming is “after the working of Satan” with power, signs, and lying wonders
(v. 9) — He is not merely satanic in character, but possibly Satan incarnate (Rev. 13).

4. He will deceive those who “received not the love of the truth” (v. 10) — His reign is
judgment upon unbelief.

While we cannot know his identity now, some speculate. Nero? Napoleon? Hitler? The
Pope? No. According to 2 Thess. 2:8, this man is not even revealed until the restrainer is
gone. That means he is not yet in power.

So any system of theology that teaches the Antichrist has already come is contradicting
Scripture and bypassing Paul’s careful prophetic layout.

IV. Refuting Preterism: The Antichrist Was Not Nero or Titus

Preterism teaches that all or most prophecy was fulfilled in 70 AD when Titus destroyed
Jerusalem. According to full preterists, even the Second Coming is “spiritual” and already
happened. Partial preterists hedge their bets but still argue the Antichrist was Nero or some
Roman emperor.

This must be rejected on several grounds:

1. The rapture had not occurred in Paul’s time, and still hasn’t.
Paulties the revealing of the Antichrist after the rapture (2 Thess. 2:1-3). Since we’re
still here, he cannot have been revealed.

2. Nero never sat in the Jewish temple claiming to be God.
2 Thess. 2:4 says the Antichrist sits “in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is
God.” Titus destroyed the temple, but neither he nor Nero ever fulfilled this
requirement.

3. Nerodied in disgrace and suicide.
Scripture says the Lord shall “consume” the Antichrist with the spirit of his mouth (v.
8). That’s second advent judgment—Revelation 19:20. It didn’t happen in 70 AD.

4. Paul’s epistle was written AFTER Nero was already in power.
Yet Paul speaks of a future man of sin who has not yet been revealed. The timeline
kills the Nero theory.

Preterism is a desperate attempt to avoid the uncomfortable reality of a future Tribulation
and literal return of Jesus Christ. It demotivates holy living and robs believers of urgency.



V. Refuting Catholic Allegorization: The Spirit of Antichrist vs. the Person

Catholic theology doesn’t deny the concept of “antichrist,” but it does what it always
does—it allegorizes. The Catholic Catechism (para. 675) says the Antichristis more of a
“supreme religious deception” rather than a single literal figure. This is in line with
Augustine’s amillennialism, where Revelation is symbolic and not literal.

But Scripture teaches the opposite:
¢ Antichristis aman (2 Thess. 2:3-4, 8; Rev. 13:18).
e Heis destroyed personally by Christ (2 Thess. 2:8; Rev. 19:20).

e He institutes a global mark system (Rev. 13:16-17)—you can’t spiritualize a mark
on your hand or forehead.

Catholics further deflect attention away from this man by labeling Protestant reformers like
Luther as “antichrist” for rebelling against Rome. Ironically, many Protestants historically
pointed to the papacy itself as the seat of Antichrist.

While we stop short of identifying the Pope as the Antichrist himself, it is clear that the
Vatican system has long foreshadowed the global religious deception the man of sin will
bring.

VI. The Comfort of a Pre-Trib Revelation

In 2 Thessalonians 2:1-2, Paul starts this discourse with a reminder: “by our gathering
together unto him.” That’s the rapture. He anchors the believer in the comfort of knowing
they will not go through the Tribulation.

If the Antichrist were to be revealed before the rapture, then the Church would be on earth
during his reign. But Paul says clearly:

¢ The mystery of iniquity is already working (v. 7).
e The restrainer (the Holy Spirit through the Church) holds him back.
¢ Once the Church is removed, the man of sin is revealed (v. 8).

This proves a pre-trib rapture. Otherwise, there is no comfort in Paul’s message. Why
would he say “comfort your hearts” (v. 17) if terror was next on the calendar?

VII. Biblical Sequence of Events: The Timing Laid Out



Here is the rightly divided timeline of events derived from 2 Thessalonians 2 and supported

by other Scripture:

1.

2.

7.

8.

Church Age (present) — Mystery of iniquity already works.

The Rapture (1 Thess. 4:16-17) - The body of Christ is caught up.

The Restrainer Removed - Holy Spirit ceases His restraining function.
The Man of Sin Revealed - Antichrist enters the world stage.

First Half of the Tribulation — Peace and false unity.

Mid-Trib Abomination (Matt. 24:15) — He sits in the temple as God.
Second Half: Great Tribulation (Rev. 13) - Mark of the Beast enforced.

Second Coming (Rev. 19) — Christ returns and destroys the Antichrist.

Paul’s teaching in 2 Thessalonians 2 perfectly matches the outline given to Daniel and

John. There is no room for preterism or Catholic spiritualization.

VIII. Why It Matters Today

There are several modern implications of rightly understanding the identity and timing of
the Antichrist:

Protects against deception — Many modern false teachers (Jehovah’s Witnesses,
Seventh-day Adventists, etc.) claim Antichrist prophecies are fulfilled. They’re
wrong.

Motivates evangelism — Time is short. Once the rapture occurs, strong delusion will
sweep the world (v. 11).

Promotes comfort — Knowing the Church will not face the Antichrist encourages
endurance and holiness.

Prevents doctrinal error — Mixing Israel’s tribulation with the Church’s hope leads
to heresy and confusion.

Conclusion: Let No Man Deceive You

Paul’s warning remains as vital today as it was to the Thessalonians: “Let no man deceive
you by any means...” (2 Thess. 2:3). Deception doesn’t just come from cults or secular



media—it comes from pulpits, commentaries, and corrupted Bible versions. The man of
sin is coming, but he has not yet been revealed. That revelation awaits the removal of the
Church.

Until then, we must stand fast (v. 15), hold to sound doctrine, and comfort one another with
the blessed hope of Christ’s imminent return.

The Antichristis real. His time is near. But the body of Christ will be gone.

Even so, come, Lord Jesus.

The Mystery of Iniquity: Already at Work in Our Time

Tracing the Spirit of Lawlessness from Paul’s Day to the Last Days

Introduction: A Hidden Force with a Visible Agenda

In a world intoxicated with political power, moral ambiguity, and religious confusion, the
Apostle Paul warns of a silent but potent force shaping the destiny of nations and the
trajectory of history. In 2 Thessalonians 2:7, he declares:

“For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be
taken out of the way.”

This phrase—*“the mystery of iniquity”—is one of the most haunting declarations in
Scripture. It reveals that the spirit behind the coming Antichrist was not future in Paul’s
time, but already active. Dake’s Annotated Reference Bible underscores this insight by
pointing out that this force—though not yet personified in the man of sin—was already
stirring in the systems of Paul’s world.

But what is the mystery of iniquity? Where did it begin? How has it operated through time?
And how is it reaching its climax today?

This essay will trace this hidden agenda of lawlessness from Paul’s generation through
church history and into our present age, exposing how Satan’s counterfeit system is
preparing the way for the final global deception under the Antichrist.

l. Understanding the “Mystery of Iniquity” in 2 Thessalonians 2:7



The term “mystery” in Scripture refers to truths that were once hidden but are now
revealed to the people of God (Rom. 16:25; Eph. 3:3-5). In Paul’s epistles, we are
introduced to several divine mysteries: the mystery of godliness (1 Tim. 3:16), the mystery
of the rapture (1 Cor. 15:51), the mystery of Christ in the believer (Col. 1:27), and so on.

However, not all mysteries are righteous. Paul speaks of a mystery of iniquity—a satanic
counterfeit to God’s revealed truths. It is an invisible program of rebellion against divine
authority, working behind the scenes in both secular and religious systems to resist truth,
distort doctrine, and eventually enthrone the man of sin.

This force is not merely sin. Iniquity in this context refers to organized lawlessness, a
deliberate assault on divine order—especially as it relates to truth, authority, and
worship.

Dake comments that this “mystery” was already at work in Paul’s day, and we see clear
evidence of this in first-century apostasy, false teaching, gnosticism, and rebellion against
apostolic authority. But it was restrained—held back by the Holy Spirit’s influence through
the Church.

Il. The Mystery Begins: Its Roots in Lucifer and Babel

The mystery of iniquity predates Paul. It goes back to Lucifer’s rebellion in Isaiah 14:12-14,
where the anointed cherub said, “l will ascend... | will be like the most High.” The original
mystery of iniquity began not on earth, but in the third heaven—in the heart of one who
was perfect until iniquity was found in him (Ezek. 28:15).

From there, the mystery took root in human civilization at Babel (Genesis 11), where man
united in rebellion against God’s authority to “make a name for themselves” and build a
tower into heaven. God divided their language, but the spirit behind the tower never died. It
resurfaced in Babylon, Egypt, Greece, and Rome—always opposing God’s revelation and
promoting false religion, false unity, and idolatry.

By the time Paul wrote 2 Thessalonians, the Roman Empire was in full swing. Pagan
worship was institutionalized. Caesar was hailed as a god. False teachers crept into
churches. And the apostle could already say, “the mystery of iniquity doth already work.”

lll. The Early Church Battles the Spirit of Iniquity

Even during Paul’s lifetime, the infiltration had begun. He warned:



e “Forl know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among
you, not sparing the flock.” (Acts 20:29)

e “The Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from
the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits.” (1 Tim. 4:1)

o “Already some are turned aside unto Satan.” (1 Tim. 5:15)

John called them “many antichrists” who were already in the world (1 John 2:18). Jude
described them as “certain men crept in unawares” (Jude 4). The early church was not pure
for long. Even as the apostles lived, Satan began counterfeiting churches, corrupting
doctrine, and undermining the gospel of grace with legalism, gnosticism, and
philosophy.

The mystery of iniquity was not just a force—it was a program, slowly building toward a
system.

IV. The Rise of the Roman Church: The Mystery Becomes a System

Perhaps the most alarming manifestation of this mystery occurred in the third and fourth
centuries when Christianity was institutionalized by Rome under Constantine. Pagan
temples became “churches,” and idolatry rebranded itself with saints, relics, and rituals.

By the time of Augustine, the groundwork for Roman Catholicism had been laid:
o Salvation by works and sacraments
e Thereplacement of Israel with the Church
e A mystical, allegorical approach to prophecy
e The elevation of tradition over Scripture

The Papal system arose not as a continuation of the apostles but as a blending of
Babylon and Christianity. It became a system of control, claiming to speak for God while
crucifying His truth. This is the same system Revelation 17 calls “Mystery, Babylon the
Great, the Mother of Harlots.”

The Roman Church did not just tolerate the mystery of iniquity—it became its agent.

V. The Reformation: A Temporary Disruption



The Protestant Reformation of the 1500s was a divine disruption of this iniquitous system.
Men like Luther, Tyndale, and Knox rediscovered the doctrine of salvation by grace
through faith and began translating the Bible into common languages.

But the mystery of iniquity adapted. Where Rome once used fire and sword, it now used
denominational confusion, theological compromise, and ecumenical politics. False
doctrines splintered off, such as:

¢ Infant baptism as salvation

e Predestined salvation with no free will

¢ Amillennialism replacing the kingdom with the Church
e Allegorizing prophecy to dull urgency

The Reformation cracked the monolith but didn’t destroy the mystery. The Antichrist’s
system simply regrouped under new masks.

VI. The Modern Age: Iniquity Goes Global

Today, the mystery of iniquity has become a worldwide phenomenon, no longer confined
to religious systems. It operates across:

e Governments - Globalism, moral inversion, surveillance states, and anti-Christ
legislation

o Education - Rewriting history, denying creation, and replacing truth with “lived
experience”

e Media and Tech — Mind control, censorship, and digital idolatry
e Economy - Cashless agendas and dependency programs
¢ Religion — New Age spirituality, interfaith movements, and woke theology

The groundwork for Revelation 13’s one-world system is already in motion. The
Antichrist’s rise will not come from chaos—it will come from prepared infrastructure. The
mystery of iniquity has done its job so well that when the restrainer is removed, the man of
sin will step into a world already prepared to worship him.

VII. The “He Who Now Letteth”: The Only Thing Standing in the Way



Paul says in 2 Thessalonians 2:7 that this mystery will continue to operate “until he be
taken out of the way.”

This “he” is not a government or a person. It is the Holy Spirit working through the
Church. When the rapture occurs, the restraining influence of truth, gospel light, and moral
clarity is withdrawn.

That does not mean the Holy Spirit ceases to exist—He is God—but His current restraining
ministry through the body of Christ ends. And then? The man of sin is revealed (v. 8).

In other words, as long as the Church is here, Satan’s program is restrained. But once
we’re gone, the floodgates open.

VIIl. Modern Examples of the Mystery in Operation
Let’s look at real examples of this mystery already working in our time:

1. Churches denying the authority of Scripture
—Many no longer believe the Bible is literal, final, or inspired.
—They embrace evolution, gay marriage, and universalism.

2. Interfaith unity pushing toward religious Babylon
—The Vatican hosts interfaith prayer services.
—The Abrahamic Family House combines mosque, synagogue, and church.

3. World Economic Forum pushing a “Great Reset”
- Control over food, money, and digital identity.
- Replacing national sovereignty with global oversight.

4. Rise of digital currency and biometric ID
—Revelation 13’s “no buy or sell” system is no longer science fiction.

5. Artificial Intelligence and deception
- Image-generation and voice-cloning make lying indistinguishable from truth.

6. Moral redefinition through media
— Good is called evil, and evil is called good.
— Children are groomed with ideologies that erase reality.

This is not chaos—it is orchestration. A mystery. Iniquity dressed as light. The Antichrist’s
system already humming in the background.



IX. Why the Church Must Be Awake

We are not called to stop the mystery of iniquity—we can’t. Paul never says we should fight
it politically. He says we should:

¢ Stand fastin the truth (2 Thess. 2:15)
e Hold the traditions taught by Paul
e Comfort one another with the hope of Christ’s return (v. 16-17)

In a world growing darker, the Church is to be the pillar and ground of the truth (1 Tim. 3:15).
Our mission is to rescue souls from the system before the trap closes completely.

X. The Final Reveal: The Man of Sin
Once the restrainer is removed, the mystery gives way to manifestation:
“Then shall that Wicked be revealed...” (2 Thess. 2:8)

The Antichrist will not rise suddenly. He will rise predictably—as the logical end of a world
already conditioned to accept him.

The mystery of iniquity was the scaffolding. The man of sin is the finished structure. He will:
e Sitinthe temple of God (v. 4)
e Proclaim himself as God
e Work lying wonders (v. 9)
e Deceive those who refused the truth (v. 10-12)
e Be destroyed by the Lord Jesus at His coming (v. 8)

Everything is moving toward this. But the good news? If you're saved, you won’t be here.

Conclusion: Already at Work, But Not Yet Revealed

The mystery of iniquity is not coming. It’s already here. It’s in the schoolroom, the
sanctuary, the smartphone, the summit meetings, and the Sunday pulpits.

It was working in Paul’s day. It worked through Rome, through apostasy, through ideology,
and through compromise. But now it is working overtime—with digital reach, global
coordination, and spiritual blindness unlike anything in human history.



Yet one force still holds it back: the body of Christ.

You, dear reader, are part of God’s restraining force in this age. And until the trumpet
sounds, we must keep exposing the mystery with truth, fighting deception with doctrine,
and sounding the alarm with urgency.

Because when we’re gone?

The mask comes off.

He That Now Letteth Will Let: The Restrainer Before the Tribulation

The Role of the Holy Spirit in Holding Back the Antichrist and the Collapse of the Church
Age

Introduction: The Mysterious Restraint in Paul’s Prophecy

Of all the powerful prophetic passages in Scripture, few carry as much mystery and gravity
as the declaration found in 2 Thessalonians 2:7:

“For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be
taken out of the way.”

This verse has sparked centuries of debate. Who is “he who letteth”? What is being
restrained? Why must this restrainer be “taken out of the way” before “that Wicked” is
revealed? These questions are not merely academic—they are prophetic, dispensational,
and essential to understanding the timeline of the end times.

This essay will demonstrate that the restrainer is the Holy Spirit operating through the
body of Christ, and that His removal—through the rapture of the Church—is the final
threshold before the rise of the Antichrist. We will also refute Pentecostal and Catholic
misinterpretations of this passage and establish a sound, rightly divided understanding of
Paul’s teaching.

l. Setting the Stage: Paul’s Warning to the Thessalonians



2 Thessalonians 2 was written by Paul to a young church that had been shaken by false
doctrines. Some were teaching that the “day of Christ” (or more accurately, the day of the
Lord) had already begun. This caused confusion and fear among believers who thought
they were already in the Tribulation.

Paul corrects this with sharp clarity:

“Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a
falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed...” (2 Thess. 2:3)

Paul gives two prerequisites for the Day of the Lord:
1. Afalling away (apostasia)
2. Therevealing of the man of sin (Antichrist)
Then, he explains why the Antichrist hasn't been revealed yet:

“And now ye know what withholdeth... only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out
of the way.” (vv. 6-7)

In other words, a restrainer is preventing the Antichrist’s rise—and that restrainer must be
removed before the Tribulation can begin.

Il. What Does “Letteth” Mean?

In modern English, “let” typically means “to allow.” But in King James English, “let” can also
mean “to hinder” or “to restrain.” This usage still exists in sports like tennis, where a “let”
means the ball is blocked by the net.

Soin this passage, “he who letteth” means “he who restrains.” Paul is not describing
someone permitting evil—but someone holding it back.

The context makes this clear:
o The “mystery of iniquity” is already at work—this is the spirit of Antichrist.
e But someone is restraining it, preventing its full manifestation.
o When the restrainer is removed, the Antichrist will be revealed.

So, the next question is: Who is this restrainer?

lll. Identifying the Restrainer: Why It Must Be the Holy Spirit



There are many theories about who or what the restrainer is:
e Human government
e Michaelthe Archangel
e The Church
e The preaching of the gospel
e The Holy Spirit

But only one interpretation fits both the grammar and the dispensational context: the
Holy Spirit working through the body of Christ.

1. Grammatical Evidence

In verses 6 and 7, Paul uses both neuter (“what withholdeth”) and masculine (“he who
letteth”) forms. This is a clue:

o  “What” could refer to the Church as a body (neuter in Greek).
e “He” mustrefer to a person—the Holy Spirit.

This dual reference perfectly fits the Holy Spirit’s indwelling presence within the
Church. The Spirit restrains evil through the spiritual influence, prayer, and gospel witness
of the Church.

2. Doctrinal Evidence

The Holy Spirit is the only omnipresent, all-powerful Person capable of restraining the
rise of Satan’s global agenda.

InJohn 16:7-11, Jesus said the Spirit would come and “reprove the world of sin,
righteousness, and judgment.” That includes the conviction of evil, the preservation of
truth, and the thwarting of Satan’s plans through the ministry of the Church.

3. Dispensational Evidence

The Holy Spirit’s role changed at Pentecost, when He began indwelling the body of Christ
(Acts 2; 1 Cor. 3:16). That unique ministry will end with the rapture of the Church (1 Thess.
4:16-17).

After the rapture, the Spirit will still be present (He is God), but His restraining work
through the Church will be “taken out of the way.” Then, and only then, can the Antichrist

rise.



No other theory fits all the pieces together.

IV. Refuting Pentecostal Misinterpretations

Many Pentecostals believe the restrainer is the Holy Spirit in general and that He will be
“withdrawn” during the Tribulation. They teach that the Holy Spirit will be absent from the
earth during this time.

This leads to serious doctrinal errors, including:
¢ The belief that salvation during the Tribulation will be by works
o Theidea that the Spirit no longer convicts or empowers
e Confusion about God’s omnipresence and sovereignty

Let’s refute this:

1. The Holy Spirit is Eternal and Omnipresent

Psalm 139:7-8: “Whither shall | go from thy spirit? or whither shall | flee from thy
presence?” The Spirit cannot be absent from the earth—He is God. His ministry will
change, not His presence.

2. People Will Be Saved During the Tribulation

Revelation 7 describes a great multitude of saved Gentiles, and Revelation 14 describes
144,000 sealed Jewish witnesses. No one can be saved without the Spirit (John 3:5-8;
Titus 3:5). He will still regenerate and convict, just as He did before Pentecost.

3. The Restrainer Is Not the Spirit Himself, But His Ministry Through the Church

The Church is the unique temple of the Holy Ghost (1 Cor. 6:19-20). When the Church is
raptured, that corporate ministry is removed—but not the Spirit’s existence.

Pentecostals confuse the function with the presence of the Spirit. This leads to
exaggerated views about signs, gifts, and apocalyptic theatrics, rather than solid
dispensational truth.

V. Refuting Catholic Allegorization

Catholic interpreters have historically been vague or allegorical about the restrainer,
offering various theories such as:



e The Roman Empire as the restrainer

e The Church as a mystical force against evil

¢ Michael the Archangel as the heavenly protector
Each of these must be rejected for these reasons:
1. The Roman Empire Has Long Fallen

If the Roman Empire was the restrainer, then the Antichrist should have been revealed
centuries ago. But Paul wrote this prophecy during the height of Rome’s power. It no longer
fits.

2. The Church Cannot Restrain Evil Without the Spirit

Catholicism teaches the Church has inherent power to resist evil through sacraments,
tradition, and hierarchy. This is false. The power to restrain evil is not in rituals or councils,
but in the Spirit of God through the body of Christ.

3. Michael the Archangel Is Not Omnipresent

Michaelis a protector of Israel (Dan. 12:1), not the restrainer of global deception. He
cannot hold back the Antichrist across all systems—only the Spirit of God can.

Catholic theology spiritualizes and obscures prophecy, because it denies a literal
Tribulation, a literal Antichrist, and a literal Millennial reign. Their system is, ironically, a
tool of the very mystery of iniquity Paul describes.

VI. Why the Holy Spirit Must Be Removed Before the Tribulation

Let’s make the logic crystal clear:
1. The Antichrist cannot be revealed until the restrainer is removed (2 Thess. 2:6-8).
2. The restrainer is the Spirit’s ministry through the Church.
3. The Church must be removed—via the rapture—for the man of sin to rise.

4. This aligns with Daniel’s 70th week, which is for Israel—not the Church (Dan. 9:24-
27).

5. Once the Churchis gone, the Tribulation begins (Rev. 6-19).

This sequence is airtight. It destroys mid-trib, post-trib, and amillennial views. It reinforces
a pre-trib rapture and a literal interpretation of prophecy.



VIl. The Church as Salt and Light: The Restraining Presence

Jesus said in Matthew 5:13-14 that believers are the “salt of the earth” and the “light of the
world.” Salt preserves. Light exposes.

As long as the Church is present:

The gospelis preached

Sin is confronted

Government overreach is checked
Moral corruption is resisted

False doctrine is challenged

But when the rapture occurs, all of that restraint vanishes. The world will plunge into

darkness. Deception will flourish. The Antichrist will be received as a messiah.

This is why Paul calls the Church the pillar and ground of the truth (1 Tim. 3:15). Remove
that pillar, and the structure collapses.

VIll. The Moment the Restrainer Steps Aside: What Happens Next

According to 2 Thessalonians 2:8:

“And then shall that Wicked be revealed...”

The removal of the Church triggers a chain reaction:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

The Antichrist rises to power

He confirms a covenant with Israel (Dan. 9:27)

Global religion and economy unite under his rule (Rev. 13)

God sends strong delusion upon those who rejected the truth (2 Thess. 2:10-12)

Judgments fall upon the earth (Rev. 6-18)

The restrainer is not simply a spiritual brake—it is the last barrier to the collapse of this

age.

IX. How This Truth Affects the Believer Today



Understanding the restrainer gives the believer four key responses:
1. Urgency in Evangelism

Time is short. Once the restrainer is gone, strong delusion will rule. Now is the day of
salvation (2 Cor. 6:2).

2. Clarity in Doctrine

False interpretations lead to confusion, fear, and doctrinal drift. Standing on a rightly
divided understanding prevents error.

3. Boldness in Withess

We are not helpless in this world. The Spirit empowers us to speak truth in a dark age. We
are the last resistance.

4. Comfortin Hope

This world is not our home. We are waiting for the blessed hope (Titus 2:13), not the wrath
to come (1 Thess. 5:9). The rapture precedes the revealing of the Antichrist.

Conclusion: The Spirit Will Step Aside—But Not Before We Rise
“He who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way.”

This is not poetic ambiguity—it is a prophetic promise. The Holy Spirit, working through the
Church, is the only force holding back the tidal wave of evil that will engulf the earth in the
Tribulation. But that restraint has a shelf life. One day, the trumpet will sound, the Church
will be caught up, and the restraint will be gone.

Then, the man of sin will rise—not because he overpowered truth, but because truth was
removed.

Until that day, we must stand firm, preach boldly, and remind the world that the real power
is not in darkness—but in the light that still shines through the Spirit-filled Church.

Because when the restrainer is gone... there’s no turning back.

Strong Delusion: When God Sends a Lie

When Rejection of Truth Becomes Divine Judgment




Introduction: A Terrifying Judgment from a Holy God

In a world obsessed with tolerance and emotional comfort, the idea that God would send
a lie to deceive people seems unthinkable. After all, isn’t God a God of truth? Doesn’t He
love everyone and want all to be saved? The answer is yes—He is truth, He does love the
world, and He does offer salvation freely. But Scripture also teaches that when truth is
persistently rejected, God doesn’t just step aside—He pushes people over.

In 2 Thessalonians 2:10-12, the Apostle Paul reveals one of the most sobering truths in all
of Scripture:

“And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they
received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.

And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie:
That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in
unrighteousness.”

This passage is a divine commentary on judgment by deception. God Himself sends a
strong delusion to those who refused the truth when it was offered. And this is not
isolated. It aligns with other passages—most notably Romans 1—which describe God
giving people over to their sinful desires and blinded minds.

This essay will explore how and why God sends strong delusion, how it connects to the
principle of reprobation in Romans 1, and how it serves as a final judgment for those who
deliberately reject His truth. We will conclude with applications for today’s world, where
the stage is set for the ultimate delusion under the Antichrist.

. The Context of 2 Thessalonians 2: Truth, Rebellion, and the Man of Sin

2 Thessalonians 2 is Paul’s letter of reassurance and warning. False teachers had
frightened the Thessalonians into thinking they were already in the Day of the Lord—the
time of tribulation and judgment. Paul corrects them:

e The Day of the Lord cannot begin until the falling away comes and the man of sin is
revealed (v. 3).

¢ The man of sin (the Antichrist) will sit in the temple of God and claim to be God (v. 4).

e But he cannotrise until the restrainer (the Holy Spirit working through the Church)
is removed (v. 7).



e Then, the Antichrist will appear “after the working of Satan” with “signs and lying
wonders” (v. 9).

It’s in this context that Paul says many will perish—not because truth wasn’t available, but
because they rejected it. And that rejection has a consequence: delusion sent by God.

Il. A Closer Look at Verses 10-12
Let’s break down each verse:
Verse 10: “Because they received not the love of the truth...”

The word “received” is key. It implies truth was offered. These people heard the gospel,
knew the facts, but rejected it. Not only did they reject truth, but they also lacked love for
it. They didn’t want to be saved. They wanted lies that fit their lifestyle.

This verse is crystal clear: salvation was available. But they refused to embrace it.
Verse 11: “God shall send them strong delusion...”

This is one of the most terrifying verses in the Bible. God does not merely allow delusion—
He sends it. The Greek word for “delusion” is plane—wandering, straying from truth. The
phrase “strong delusion” suggests a supernaturally empowered deception—more than
human ignorance. This is God-ordained blindness.

Itis not Satan who sends it. Itis God. Why? Because they rejected Him first.
Verse 12: “That they all might be damned...”

The goal of this delusion is judgment. These people are not innocent victims. They
“believed not the truth” and “had pleasure in unrighteousness.” They loved their sin more
than salvation. They didn’t want the truth—they wanted justification for evil.

The outcome is damnation—eternal separation from God.

1. Why Would a Loving God Send Delusion?

The question naturally arises: How can a loving God do this? Isn’t God merciful? Doesn’t
He want all to be saved?

Yes. But when mercy is rejected, it becomes judgment. Here’s why God sends delusion:

1. Because of Persistent Rejection of Truth



God is longsuffering (2 Pet. 3:9). He offers truth repeatedly. But when it is continually
rejected, that rejection becomes rebellion. People become hardened. Their hearts grow
calloused (Eph. 4:18-19).

Just as Pharaoh hardened his heart in Exodus, and then God hardened it further, the same
process applies spiritually. God gives people over.

2. As aJudicial Sentence
Delusion is not the first step. It is the final step. It’s the gavel of judgment after a long trial.

God sending delusion is like a judge passing sentence after endless warnings, evidence,
and pleas. ltis justice, not cruelty.

3. To Fulfill His Sovereign Purpose

God uses delusion to separate wheat from tares. In the Tribulation, it will distinguish those
who loved truth from those who only wanted religion or comfort.

God is glorified not only in mercy but also in justice and truth.

IV. Romans 1 and the Pattern of Reprobation

2 Thessalonians 2 is not the only place we see this. Romans 1:18-32 outlines the spiritual
descent of those who reject God:

1. They knew God (v. 21)

2. They glorified Him not

3. They became vain in theirimaginations

4. God gave them up (v. 24, 26, 28)

5. They became reprobate

6. They were filled with all unrighteousness (v. 29-32)
Romans 1 is the clearest example of divine abandonment:

“Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness...” (v. 24)
“God gave them up unto vile affections...” (v. 26)
“God gave them over to a reprobate mind...” (v. 28)

Reprobation means unapproved, worthless, cast away. These are people whose hearts
are sealed in rebellion. They are not merely unbelieving—they are deliberately hardened.



This matches 2 Thessalonians 2 perfectly: Those who refuse the truth eventually become
incapable of receiving it.

V. Biblical Precedents for God Sending Delusion

This is not a new concept. Scripture gives several examples of God sending blindness or
deception as judgment:

1. Pharaoh in Egypt

Exodus says Pharaoh “hardened his heart”—and then God hardened it further (Exod.
9:12). Pharaoh had many chances to repent but rejected them. His judgment was spiritual
blindness and destruction.

2. Ahab and the Lying Spirit

In 1 Kings 22, King Ahab seeks a prophecy before going to battle. God permits a lying spirit
to deceive him through false prophets:

“Thou shalt persuade him, and prevail also: go forth, and do so0.” (1 Kings 22:22)
This was God’s judgment. Ahab wanted lies—so God sent one.
3. Israel’s Blindness

Isaiah 6:9-10 and Romans 11:8 speak of God blinding Israel after their persistent rejection
of the Messiah:

“God hath given them the spirit of slumber, eyes that they should not see, and ears that
they should not hear.”

Delusion is not unfair. It is earned by rebellion.

VI. Strong Delusion in the Tribulation

2 Thessalonians 2 places this judgment in a future context: after the rapture, during the
rise of the Antichrist.

Those who heard the gospel before the rapture and rejected it will be vulnerable to this
strong delusion. They had their chance—and blew it.

This delusion will:

¢ Be empowered by Satan (v. 9)



¢ Include miracles, signhs, and wonders
e Lead people to worship the Antichrist as God
They will not be tricked innocently—they will love the lie.
Revelation 13:3-4:
“And all the world wondered after the beast... and they worshipped the dragon.”

The delusion will not be crude—it will be religious, emotional, and “miraculous.”

VII. Today’s World: Conditioning for Strong Delusion
We are not yet in the Tribulation, but the world is already being prepared for delusion:
1. Rejection of Absolute Truth

Truth is now considered subjective. People say, “Live your truth,” not the truth. This is
exactly what prepares hearts for lies.

2. Worship of Self and Emotion

People are conditioned to follow their feelings rather than facts. The Antichrist will appeal
to emotion, peace, and unity.

3. Desensitization Through Media

Media normalizes evil and mocks righteousness. It prepares the world to accept lies as
noble.

4. Rise of False Religion

The world is uniting around ecumenical and interfaith movements that deny the gospel and
embrace experience. The stage is being set for the “man of sin” to be accepted as a savior.

VIIl. How to Escape the Strong Delusion
There is only one antidote to delusion: love the truth now.

2 Thessalonians 2:10 says people perish “because they received not the love of the truth.”
Truth must not only be accepted—it must be loved.

1. Receive Jesus Christ Now



If you're unsaved, the time to repent is now. Do not gamble with your soul. After the
rapture, you may fall under strong delusion.

2. Stay in the Word
Truth is not found in feelings, politics, or culture. It is found in Scripture (John 17:17).
3. Guard Your Heart from Compromise

Loving unrighteousness, even subtly, can dull your senses. Stay sensitive to sin and the
Spirit.

4. Warn Others While There’s Time

Tell others what’s coming. This delusion will be global, supernatural, and final. Many will
not recover.

IX. What Strong Delusion Teaches Us About God

This doctrine, though heavy, teaches us three important truths about God:

1. God is Longsuffering—but Not Forever

He gives people time—but not unlimited time. Eventually, judgment replaces mercy.
2. God Respects Free Will

God does not force anyone to believe. But He honors rejection with judgment. If you want
lies, He’ll give you lies.

3. God Is Justin All His Ways

No one who receives strong delusion is innocent. They chose it by rejecting truth. God’s
judgment is holy and righteous.

Conclusion: The Clock Is Ticking

Strong delusion is not a primitive superstition—it is a final divine sentence for those who
rejected Christ. And the world today is running headlong toward it.

Right now, God is still offering mercy. The gospel is still being preached. The door is still
open. But once the Church is gone and the Antichrist rises, that door closes for many.

The lie will come. The man of sin will rise. And the world will cheer.



But the end of that lie... is damnation.

Let every reader hear this clearly:
Receive the love of the truth—while you still can.

2 Thessalonians and the Rapture Sequence: A Timeline in Paul’s Writings

A Dispensational Unfolding of End-Time Events Using Dake’s Structure and Scripture

Introduction: Unraveling the Timeline of the End

One of the most frequently misunderstood doctrines in all of Scripture is the sequence of
end-time events, particularly the relationship between the rapture, the rise of the
Antichrist, the Great Tribulation, and the Second Coming of Christ. In a world increasingly
driven by deception and spiritual blindness, Paul’s writings, especially 2 Thessalonians 2,
provide a remarkably clear blueprint for the Church to understand what happens after we
are “caught up” (1 Thess. 4:17).

For the rightly divided Bible believer, God has not left us in the dark. The rapture is not an
ambiguous event; it’s the Church’s blessed hope (Titus 2:13), and it sets in motion a
prophetic timeline that can be understood when we interpret Scripture with Scripture—
using Paul’s epistles, the Book of Daniel, Matthew 24, and Revelation.

This essay will present a full, dispensational timeline of events after the rapture, based
largely on Paul’s epistles, with Dake’s Annotated Reference Bible timeline as a structural
guide. We’ll integrate Old and New Testament prophecy while rejecting post-trib, mid-trib,
amillennial, or covenant confusion. This is rightly divided prophecy—for the Church, for
Israel, and for the world.

l. The Starting Point: The Rapture of the Church

Paulfirst lays the foundation of the rapture in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, where he writes:



“For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout... and the dead in Christ
shallrise first:
Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds...”

This eventis:
e Sudden (1 Cor. 15:52 - “in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye”)
¢ Pre-tribulational (1 Thess. 1:10 — “delivered from the wrath to come”)
o Exclusive to the Church Age - not found in Old Testament prophecy
e Comforting, not terrifying (1 Thess. 4:18 — “comfort one another with these words”)

This is not the Second Coming, where Christ sets foot on earth (Zech. 14:4), but a meeting
in the air.

This rapture marks the end of the Church Age—a mystery body revealed to Paul (Eph. 3:1-
9)—and the beginning of a sequence that resumes Daniel’s 70th week, which is a Jewish
prophetic timeframe (Dan. 9:24-27).

Il. After the Rapture: The Restrainer Removed and the Man of Sin Revealed
2 Thessalonians 2:6-8 explains what happens immediately after the rapture:

“And now ye know what withholdeth... only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out
of the way.
And then shall that Wicked be revealed...”

The “he who letteth” is the Holy Spirit working through the Church. Once the Church is
removed via the rapture, the restraining influence is lifted.

Then what?
“Then shall that Wicked be revealed...”

This is the Antichrist—called “the man of sin,” “the son of perdition,” and “that Wicked” in
verse 3 and 8.

So immediately after the rapture:
1. The Holy Spirit’s restraining role is lifted (v. 7)
2. The Antichristis revealed (v. 8)

3. The prophetic program shifts back to Israel and the nations (Dan. 9:27)



lll. The Covenant with Israel: Daniel’s 70th Week Begins

Paul does not elaborate much on this covenant in 2 Thessalonians, but he assumes the
reader is familiar with Daniel’s prophecy:

“And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week...” (Dan. 9:27)

This “week” is a seven-year period—Daniel’s 70th week, postponed during the Church
Age. The Antichrist will sign a peace treaty with Israel, initiating the Tribulation.

At this point:
e The Tribulation officially begins.
¢ The world welcomes a charismatic, diplomatic peacemaker.
e Israelaccepts him as a political savior (John 5:43).
e The countdown to Armageddon begins.

This marks the first half of the Tribulation—3.5 years of false peace.

IV. The First Half of the Tribulation (Revelation 6-9)

Paul does not describe the individual judgments of Revelation, but John details the first half
of the Tribulation in Revelation chapters 6 through 9—known as the Seal and Trumpet

judgments.
These include:
e Global conquest (Rev. 6:2)
¢ Economic collapse (6:5-6)
¢ Massive death toll (6:8 — one-fourth of the earth)
¢ Martyrdom of believers (6:9-11)
e Cosmic disturbances (6:12-14)
¢ Demonic plagues (Rev. 9)

This is God’s judgment—but not yet the full fury. The Antichrist remains in control,
pretending to offer peace.



According to Jesus in Matthew 24:4-8, this is the beginning of “sorrows.”

V. The Midpoint: The Abomination of Desolation
At the 3.5-year mark, everything changes.
2 Thessalonians 2:4 describes it this way:

“Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God... so that he as God sitteth
in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.”

This is a direct reference to Daniel 9:27 and Matthew 24:15, where Jesus says:
“When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation...”
Here’s what happens:

e The Antichrist breaks his covenant with Israel

e He enters the rebuilt Jewish temple

o Hedeclares himself God

e He demands worship (Rev. 13:4,8)

e He enforces the Mark of the Beast (Rev. 13:16-18)

This is the Abomination of Desolation—the event that launches the Great Tribulation, the
second half of the seven years.

VI. The Great Tribulation (Second Half - 3.5 Years)
Jesus calls this period the “great tribulation” in Matthew 24:21:
“For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world...”
This phase is covered in Revelation 10-18 and includes:
e Vialjudgments (Rev. 16)
e Scorched earth and poisoned waters
e Unclean spirits like frogs (Rev. 16:13)
¢ Full-blown demonic possession of the Antichrist (Rev. 13:2)

¢ Worldwide martyrdom of Jews and Tribulation saints



« Babylon the Great destroyed (Rev. 17-18)

The Antichrist’s rule becomes global. His false prophet enforces idolatry. Satan is
worshipped outright. Truth is outlawed.

2 Thessalonians 2:9 says hisrise is:
“After the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders.”

People don’t merely tolerate the Antichrist—they worship him.

VII. The Strong Delusion: Final Judgment for Rejection of Truth
During this period, Paul says in 2 Thessalonians 2:11-12:

“And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie:
That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in
unrighteousness.”

This matches Romans 1—reprobation.

God sends judicial blindness on those who heard the gospel and rejected it before the
rapture.

They believe the lie that the Antichrist is God incarnate. This delusion is not merely
confusion—it is God’s sentence.

VIIl. The End of the Tribulation: Second Coming of Christ

After 7 years, the Lord returns—not in the air for His saints, but to the earth with His
saints.

This is the Second Advent, described in:
o Revelation 19:11-21
e Zechariah 14:3-5
e Matthew 24:29-31
e 2Thessalonians 2:8:

“And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of
his mouth...”



Jesus returns in glory and destroys the Antichrist and his armies at Armageddon (Rev.
16:16).

The Antichrist and false prophet are cast into the lake of fire (Rev. 19:20)
Satan is bound for 1,000 years (Rev. 20:1-3)

Christ establishes His kingdom on earth (Isa. 9:6-7; Rev. 20:4)

IX. After the Second Coming: Millennium and Final Judgment

After the Second Coming:

1.

2.

3.

4.

Millennial Kingdom - 1,000-year reign of Christ on earth
Satan Loosed and Final Revolt (Rev. 20:7-9)
Great White Throne Judgment (Rev. 20:11-15)

New Heaven and New Earth (Rev. 21-22)

These are not for the Church, but for Israel and the nations. The Church returns with
Christ to reign, not to be judged (1 Cor. 6:2).

X. Charting the Timeline Clearly: Dake’s 15 Steps After the Rapture

Using Dake’s structure (adapted and simplified):

1.

2.

8.

9.

The rapture of the Church (1 Thess. 4:16-17)
The restrainer removed (2 Thess. 2:7)

The Antichrist revealed (2 Thess. 2:8)

A covenant made with Israel (Dan. 9:27)

First half of Tribulation (3.5 years) — false peace
Abomination of Desolation (Matt. 24:15)

Great Tribulation begins (last 3.5 years)

Mark of the Beast implemented (Rev. 13)

Strong delusion sent by God (2 Thess. 2:11)

10. Global persecution and wrath poured out (Rev. 16)



11. Babylon destroyed (Rev. 17-18)

12. Second Coming of Christ (Rev. 19)

13. Antichrist and False Prophet cast into lake of fire
14. Millennial reign of Christ (1,000 years)

15. Final judgment and new heaven and earth (Rev. 21)

Conclusion: Paul’s Timeline is Clear—If You Rightly Divide It

2 Thessalonians, when taken at face value and interpreted alongside Daniel, Matthew, and
Revelation, provides a detailed, dispensationally consistent timeline of the last days.

Paul’s writings were never meant to be allegorized or spiritualized. They are prophetic
blueprints for the body of Christ.

The rapture will happen before the Tribulation.

The Antichrist will rise after the restrainer is removed.

God will send strong delusion to those who rejected the gospel.
Jesus will return in glory and wrath, not to suffer, but to reign.

For the Church, our hope is not in surviving the Tribulation—it’s in being taken before it
begins.

So until the trumpet sounds, let us be found faithful, watching, and warning others.

Because Paul’s timeline isn’t just theology—it’s the countdown clock of history.

The Lie of Antichrist Worship: A Counterfeit Christ on Earth

Unveiling the Blasphemy of the Man of Sin Sitting in the Temple of God

Introduction: A Lie the World Will Love

In a world increasingly saturated with deception, false religions, and man-centered
philosophies, Scripture warns of an ultimate deception—the lie of Antichrist worship.
This isn’t merely a political leader rising to power or a rogue nation-state gaining



dominance. It’s something far more sinister: a man claiming to be God in the flesh, seated
in the temple of God, mimicking the authority and glory that belongs to Jesus Christ alone.

Paul exposes this blasphemy in 2 Thessalonians 2:4, writing of the man of sin:

“Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so
that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.”

This is not vague symbolism. This is a literal, future event, where the Antichrist—
empowered by Satan—sits in the rebuilt Jewish temple during the Tribulation, demanding
worship from the world. He presents himself as Christ, but he is a counterfeit, a
blasphemous imitation.

In this essay, we will examine the nature of this lie, the character of the Antichrist, how he
mimics Christ’s reign, and how this deception aligns with Satan’s ancient ambition to be
like the Most High. Drawing from Dake’s commentary, cross-referencing Daniel, Matthew,
Revelation, and Paul’s epistles, we will lay bare this satanic scheme and warn the Church
of its current shadows.

l. The Blasphemy Foretold in 2 Thessalonians 2:4
Paul's warning is vivid and chilling. The Antichrist:
e Opposes all thatis called God
« Exalts himself above every form of worship
e Sitsinthe temple of God
o Shews himself that he is God

This is not metaphor. Paul is referencing a literal event, echoing Daniel 9:27 and Matthew
24:15, where Jesus Himself calls it the “abomination of desolation.”

Dake’s Insight:

Finis Dake notes that the Antichrist “goes into the Jewish temple in the middle of Daniel’s
70th week and demands worship as God.” He connects this with Revelation 13, where the
beast is worshipped, and with Isaiah 14, where Lucifer declares, “l will be like the Most
High.”

This is not generic evil—it is religious counterfeit at the highest level.



Il. The Temple of God: A Literal Future Structure in Jerusalem

Some claim the “temple” in 2 Thessalonians 2:4 is spiritual—perhaps symbolic of the
human heart or the Church itself. But Scripture makes it plain: this is a literal temple, yet
to be built in Jerusalem.

Scriptural Support:

o Daniel 9:27 - Antichrist “shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease”—there
must be a temple for this.

e Matthew 24:15 - Jesus warns of the abomination “standing in the holy place.”

¢ Revelation 11:1-2 - John is told to measure the temple and altar.
There is no way to spiritualize these references without robbing them of their meaning.
Modern Significance:

Today, groups like the Temple Institute in Jerusalem are actively preparing for temple
reconstruction. The red heifers, priestly garments, and ceremonial tools are ready. All that
remains is a political opportunity—one that the Antichrist will provide.

He will initially permit temple worship, then halfway through the Tribulation, he will enter
the temple himself and demand worship, fulfilling 2 Thessalonians 2:4.

lI1. The Antichrist as a Counterfeit Christ

Satan is not creative—he is a master imitator. The Antichrist will not come as a grotesque
demon, but as a false messiah, imitating Jesus Christ in every possible way. He doesn’t
just oppose Christ—he tries to replace Him.

Parallels Between Christ and Antichrist:

Jesus Christ Antichrist

Son of God (Luke 1:35) Son of perdition (2 Thess. 2:3)

Came in His Father’s name (John 5:43)||[Comes in his own name (John 5:43)

Performs miracles (Acts 2:22) Performs lying wonders (2 Thess. 2:9)

Worshipped by saints (Rev. 5:9-14) Worshipped by the world (Rev. 13:8)




Jesus Christ Antichrist

Seated in the temple of God (Rev. 21) |Sits in the temple of God (2 Thess. 2:4)

Crown of righteousness (2 Tim. 4:8) Crown of blasphemy (Rev. 13:1)

Ascended to heaven (Acts 1:9-11) Rises from the abyss (Rev. 11:7)

He mimics Christ’s authority, kingdom, death, and resurrection. Revelation 13:3 says one
of his heads “was wounded to death” and healed—a counterfeit resurrection.

IV. Satan’s Ultimate Dream: To Be Worshipped as God
The Antichrist is Satan’s puppet, fulfilling his ancient desire declared in Isaiah 14:13-14:

“l will ascend into heaven... | will exalt my throne above the stars of God... | will be like the
most High.”

This same spirit infected the king of Babylon, the Caesars of Rome, and every false
prophet since. But the Antichrist is the final embodiment of this rebellion.

Satanic Trinity:

Revelation 13-16 reveals a counterfeit trinity:
e The Dragon (Satan) - mimics God the Father
e The Beast (Antichrist) - mimics God the Son
e The False Prophet — mimics the Holy Spirit

The Antichrist’s goal is worship, not merely war. He wants the world to bow to him.

V. The Lie of Worship: The World’s Acceptance of the Antichrist
The tragedy is not just the Antichrist’s blasphemy—it’s that the world will believe it.
2 Thessalonians 2:11-12 says:

“God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: That they all might be
damned who believed not the truth...”

This “lie” is that the Antichrist is God. People won’t just tolerate him—they’ll worship him.



Why Will the World Believe It?

1. He will appear after chaos. The rapture will remove millions; the world will be
desperate for answers.

2. He will offer peace. Daniel 9:27 — he confirms a covenant.

3. He will perform miracles. 2 Thess. 2:9 — “power, signhs, and lying wonders.”
4. He will command worship. Revelation 13:15 - those who refuse are killed.
5. God will send delusion. This is judgment for rejecting truth.

It’s not just a political movement—it’s satanic religion.

VI. Revelation 13: Worship of the Beast and the Image
John’s vision in Revelation 13 complements Paul’s words. The Antichrist:

¢ Has adeadly wound healed (13:3)

¢ Isworshipped by the world (13:4, 8)

o Is assisted by the false prophet, who makes an image and gives it life (13:14-15)
This image will speak, and all must worship it—or be killed.

Here, we see the fusion of technology, idolatry, and supernatural deception. Al, virtual
avatars, and biometrics today foreshadow this system.

Revelation 13:8:

“All that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book
of life...”

VII. How the Antichrist Mimics Christ’s Reign

Just as Jesus will one day reign from Jerusalem in righteousness, the Antichrist will setup a
short-lived reign from a rebuilt temple in Jerusalem.

False Millennial Parallels:



Christ’s Reign Antichrist’s Counterfeit

1,000 years (Rev. 20:4) 7 years, cut short (Dan. 9:27; Matt. 24:22)

Righteousness and peace (Isa. 11:1-10)||War, blasphemy, and bloodshed

Christ’s name is above all (Phil. 2:9) The beast blasphemes God’s name (Rev. 13:6)

Saints reign with Christ (Rev. 20:6) World ruled by the beast (Rev. 13:7)

Kingdom never ends (Dan. 2:44) Kingdom ends at Armageddon (Rev. 19:19-20)

The Antichrist’s reign is a diabolical parody of Christ’s kingdom.

VIIl. Historical Shadows of the Antichrist
Though the Antichrist is future, history is filled with foreshadows:
e Nimrod - First world ruler, builder of Babel
e Antiochus Epiphanes - Desecrated the temple in 168 BC
e Caesars of Rome - Claimed divinity and demanded worship
e Adolf Hitler — Charisma, mass deception, genocide, anti-Semitism
¢ Papal Rome - Blends religion and state, calls men “Holy Father”

These are not the Antichrist—but previews of the system he will perfect.

IX. The Coming Deception in Our Day
We are watching the infrastructure of Antichrist worship being laid:
e Ecumenical and interfaith movements—*“all religions lead to God.”
o Artificial Intelligence and image technology—perfect for the beast’s image.
¢ Rise of globalism—UN, WEF, digital currency, and biometric ID.
o Apostasy in the Church—doctrinal compromise, seeker-friendly theology.
2 Thessalonians 2:3 warns of a falling away before the man of sin is revealed.

We’'re init.



X. Christ’s Response: The Destroyer of the Lie
Paul does not leave us in despair. In 2 Thessalonians 2:8, he declares:

“Whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the
brightness of his coming.”

This is Revelation 19:11-21—the return of the King. Christ will:
¢ Return from heaven on a white horse
e Slaythe armies at Armageddon
¢ Castthe beast and false prophet into the lake of fire
¢ Rule with arod of iron (Rev. 19:15)

Satan’s mimicry ends in annihilation.

The Antichrist’s temple seat will be shattered by the true Temple of God—lJesus Christ,
who will reign from Jerusalem.

XI. Application for Today’s Church

Though the Antichrist is future, the spirit of Antichristis already at work (1 John 4:3).
How should believers respond?

1. Preach the Gospel

2 Thess. 2:10 says they “received not the love of the truth.” We must preach truth while
people can still believe it.

2. Expose False Teaching

Do not coddle apostasy. Call it out. Name names. False prophets pave the way for the final
deception.

3. Stay Alert

Many churches today are already warming up to the Antichrist—embracing compromise,
denying doctrine, and elevating emotion over truth.

4. Watch and Wait



The rapture is imminent. After that, the lie will sweep the world. We must be ready now.

Conclusion: The Lie That Damns the World

The Antichrist’s lie is not merely political. It is spiritual blasphemy. It is the devil’s final
attempt to be God, played out on the world stage in a rebuilt temple, using miracles,
media, and murder.

Paul warned of it. Dake charted it. Revelation describes it. And the world is racing toward it.
Let the believer remember this: The counterfeit is coming—but so is the True King.
So until He calls us up, let us cry out:

“Even so, come, Lord Jesus.”

Satanic Power and Lying Wonders: The Signs of the Tribulation

Unmasking the Deceptive Miracles of the Antichrist and Their Counterfeits Today

Introduction: When Miracles Deceive

The Bible presents miracles as acts of divine power that authenticate God's message and
messengers. Moses performed miracles before Pharaoh. Elijah called down fire from
heaven. Jesus walked on water, raised the dead, and calmed storms. The apostles healed
the sick and cast out demons. These signs were real, supernatural, and indisputably from
God.

But the Bible also warns of another kind of miracle—a counterfeit stream of
supernaturalism that flows not from heaven, but from hell.

In 2 Thessalonians 2:9, Paul describes the Antichrist’s coming with chilling precision:

“Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying
wonders.”

Here, Paul declares that the Antichrist’s arrival will not be subtle. He will come with
miracles—real, observable, supernatural events. But they are not of God. They are
satanic in origin, deceptive in intent, and damning in result.



This essay explores the true nature of these satanic signs, how they differ from biblical
miracles, and how modern charismatic excesses and false revivals are conditioning the
world to accept the Antichrist’s deception. We will also examine how God uses real signs
for confirmation, while Satan uses lying wonders for confusion and control.

l. Paul’s Warning in 2 Thessalonians 2:9
Let’s revisit the verse:

“Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying
wonders.”

Paulis describing the Antichrist, who is also called:
e The man of sin (2 Thess. 2:3)
¢ The son of perdition (v. 3)
¢ That Wicked (v. 8)
And how does he rise?
o “After the working of Satan” — This means his rise is satanically orchestrated.
o “With all power” — Not partial, not weak—Satan’s full force is behind him.

o “Signs and lying wonders” — He will perform visible, supernatural signs that mimic
true miracles but are designed to deceive.

This is not allegorical. These are real events, real manifestations, real phenomena. But they
are lies—meant to lead people away from truth.

Il. Satan Has Power—But It’s Corrupt
The idea that Satan has power may be unsettling, but Scripture confirms it:
¢« InJob 1-2, Satan causes storms, physical disease, and orchestrates raids.

e In Exodus 7:11-12, Pharaoh’s magicians mimic Moses’ miracles, turning rods into
serpents and water into blood.

¢ InActs 8:9-11, Simon the sorcerer bewitched people with “sorceries” that amazed
the city.



¢ In Revelation 13:13, the false prophet calls fire down from heaven to deceive
people into worshipping the beast.

Satan is not omnipotent—but he can manipulate nature, emotions, and appearances to
produce false signs.

These are not parlor tricks. They are supernatural events designed to simulate the divine,
and they will reach their peak in the Tribulation.

Ill. How Satan Imitates Biblical Miracles

Satan’s power is derivative. He cannot create—he imitates. Let’s look at how his lying
wonders mirror God’s real miracles:

1. Imitation of Fire from Heaven

¢ True Miracle: Elijah calls down fire (1 Kings 18:38).

o False Sign: False prophet calls down fire (Rev. 13:13).
2. Imitation of Resurrection

¢ True Miracle: Jesus raised Lazarus (John 11).

o False Sign: Beast’s deadly wound is healed (Rev. 13:3).
3. Imitation of Divine Speech

o True Miracle: God spoke audibly (Matt. 3:17).

o False Sign: Image of the beast “speaks” (Rev. 13:15).

Satan doesn’t create new signs—he repurposes God’s templates with hellish intent.

IV. The Purpose of Lying Wonders: Deception
2 Thessalonians 2:10-12 explains the why behind these miracles:

“Because they received not the love of the truth... God shall send them strong delusion,
that they should believe a lie...”

These miracles aren’t just tricks—they are part of divine judgment on those who rejected
truth. The Antichrist’s signs will:

1. Validate his false claims to deity



2. Unify the world under satanic religion
3. Crushresistance through fear and awe

The result? Global worship of the beast (Rev. 13:8), and damnation for those who love
unrighteousness more than truth.

V. The Religious Nature of the Antichrist’s Signs

These lying wonders are not secular—they are deeply religious. The Antichrist presents
himself as a messiah. The false prophet serves as his “Holy Spirit,” drawing worship to him.

This is false religion with miracles, not just politics with propaganda.
Revelation 13 reveals:

e The false prophet makes fire fall from heaven (13:13).

¢ He gives life to the image of the beast (13:15).

¢ He causes all to receive a mark to buy or sell (13:16-17).

These are worship-centered miracles—the kind that awe crowds and harden hearts. It’s
satanic revival, and the world will receive it gladly.

VI. Modern Precursors: False Signs in the Church Today

Though the Antichrist’s lying wonders are future, the spirit of deception is already active
(1 John 4:3). Many modern charismatic movements are conditioning people to accept
satanic miracles.

1. Unbiblical Healings
e Slainin the Spirit
e Heatwaves and “fire tunnels”
e Claims of leg-lengthening or dental miracles

Most of these cannot be verified and often occur in emotionally charged environments
without doctrinal teaching.

2. Gold Dust, Angel Feathers, and Holy Laughter



These signs are nowhere in Scripture. They produce emotional highs but no repentance,
no gospel, no holiness.

3. Claims of Resurrections and Visions of Heaven

Many popular Christian books and testimonies of heaven visits contradict Scripture, yet
they’re consumed like candy.

4. False Prophets with Failed Predictions

The modern “prophetic” movement is riddled with individuals who:
e Claimto hear from God
e Giveinaccurate, failed prophecies
¢ Continue to profit without repentance

Deuteronomy 18:20-22 says a prophet who speaks falsely must be put to death—but
today, they’re given book deals.

VII. Comparing Biblical Miracles vs. Lying Wonders

Aspect Biblical Miracles Lying Wonders
Source God Satan
Purpose Confirm truth Deceive and control
Doctrinal . .
. Always affirms Scripture Promotes false theology
Alignment
Promotes holiness, . .
Moral Result Promotes pride, confusion
repentance
) Believers and unbelievers Mostly targets the gullible and
Audience .
alike ungrounded
Outcome Points to Christ Points to man or to an experience

The difference is not in the spectacle—it’s in the source, substance, and fruit.

VIIl. Why People Fall for Lying Wonders



2 Thessalonians 2:10 says people perish because they “received not the love of the
truth.”

This is the root issue.
1. They Want Experience Over Scripture

The modern church often prefers feelings over doctrine. If something “feels spiritual,” it
must be from God.

2. They Lack Discernment

Many Christians today don’t know their Bibles. Without the Word, they have no measuring
rod for truth.

3. They Are Conditioned for Signs

In charismatic circles, signs are elevated above Scripture. This primes believers to accept
any supernatural manifestation as godly.

4. They Desire Control, Not Surrender

False signs often affirm self-centered desires—prosperity, comfort, identity—not death to
self or cross-bearing.

IX. The Role of Music, Atmosphere, and Manipulation

Satanic deception is not only about fireworks—it’s about conditioning the senses. Music,
lighting, and emotional storytelling can simulate the presence of God without Him being
present.

This mimics:
¢ False anointing (emotionalism mistaken for the Spirit)
e Crowd control tactics (psychological suggestion)
e Spiritual narcissism (“God gave me a new word!”)

God works through truth—not tricks.

X. Real Revival vs. Counterfeit Revival

In real revival:



e Sinis confessed

e The gospelis central

e Doctrineis honored

e Holinessis pursued

e TheBibleis opened
In counterfeit revival:

e Sinis minimized

e Experience is central

e Doctrine is mocked

« Emotions are idolized

¢ The Bibleis barely used

The Antichrist’s lying wonders will look like revival—but they will be reprobation.

XI. The Danger for the Last Days Church
Paul says in 2 Timothy 3:13:
“Evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived.”
This applies to:
e Prosperity preachers
¢ Self-proclaimed apostles
e Mystical “prophets”
e Sensual worship movements

Many of these are paving the road for the man of sin.

XIl. God’s True Signs in the Bible
Biblical signs serve clear, holy purposes:

e Confirming messengers (Moses, Elijah, apostles)



¢ Demonstrating authority (Jesus over disease, demons, death)
e Leadingto faith, repentance, and truth

They are not for entertainment. They do not contradict Scripture. They edify, verify, and
glorify God.

XIll. The End Result of the Antichrist’s Signs
Revelation 19:20 says:

“The beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles... with which
he deceived them that had received the mark... These both were cast alive into a lake of
fire”

Their signs led to damnation—not life. But Christ will consume them (2 Thess. 2:8) with
the brightness of His coming.

Miracles cannot save. Only the gospel of Jesus Christ does.

Conclusion: Be Not Deceived

Satan’s greatest deception in the Tribulation will not be bloodshed—it will be miracles.
And people will believe them because they rejected truth when it was offered freely.

Today, the Church is being softened by spiritual counterfeits. The music, the mood, the
miracles—without the gospel, they are useless and dangerous.

But for the believer grounded in Scripture, we know this:

“For false Christs and false prophets shall rise, and shall shew signs and wonders, to
seduce, if it were possible, even the elect.” (Mark 13:22)

Stay rooted. Stay watching. Stay discerning.

Because the lying wonders are already rehearsing.



Conclusion: The Man of Sin Revealed — Why This Study Matters Now

The Antichrist is not a metaphor. He is not a political system, a historical footnote, or a
figure of speech. He is a man—one of flesh and blood—possessed with hell’s full fury,
empowered by Satan himself, and appointed to lead the world’s final rebellion against the
God of truth. And though he has not yet been revealed... his shadow already darkens our
age.

What we’ve uncovered in this series isn’t speculative theology—it’s prophetic reality. The
mystery of iniquity was already at work in Paul’s day, and we’ve traced its progression
from the apostolic era to the digital age. It now saturates governments, media, education,
and even pulpits. We’ve seen how the Restrainer—the Holy Ghost working through the
body of Christ—is the only thing holding back the flood of hell. And when that body is
removed in the rapture, the gates will swing wide open.

This study matters because the world is already primed for the lie. False signs, false unity,
false worship, false miracles—they’re all rehearsals. The strong delusion isn’t a future
danger; it’s a present trajectory. What we see on the horizon is not the rise of man’s
potential—but the culmination of man’s rebellion.

And yet, we are not of the night. We are not of the darkness. We are not appointed to wrath.

This series has pulled the curtain back—not just on who the Antichrist is, but on why he
hasn’t appeared yet, and what’s coming the moment we’re gone. We’ve exposed
Rome’s confusion, the preterist’s blindness, and the charismatic distractions that cloud
the scene. With Dake’s structural clarity and Scripture’s unmatched precision, we’ve built a
timeline that rightly divides the word of truth and arms the saints for the final hours.

So now, the question isn’t whether you know the timeline. It’'s whether you’re in Christ
before the clock runs out.

The man of sin will be revealed. But before he is... we will be caught up.
Until then, hold the line, preach the truth, and let no man deceive you by any means.



