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INTRODUCTION

The 12 Gates of Jerusalem - A Forgotten Prophetic Map

Unveiling a Path from Nehemiah to Revelation

The walls of Jerusalem are more than stone and mortar—they are prophecy etched in
architecture. Hidden in plain sight, the gates of ancient Jerusalem tell a greater story than
most realize. In Nehemiah’s day, they were points of entry, cleansing, sacrifice, judgment,
worship, and warfare. But in God’s panoramic plan, each gate points to Jesus Christ, the
believer’s walk, the Church Age, and the Kingdom to come.

This isn’t just history—it’s a prophetic map.

Why were the gates named as they were? Why that specific order in Nehemiah 3? Why is
the Gate of Ephraim missing from the repair list? Why is the East Gate sealed in modern-
day Jerusalem and yet opened in Ezekiel’s vision? These are not accidents—they are
patterns, hints, types, and shadows laid out by a divine Architect.

Each gate speaks.
Each gate proclaims.

Each gate reveals a deeper spiritual truth about redemption, sanctification, spiritual
warfare, resurrection, and the glorious return of Christ.

This 14-part series will walk you through each gate—brick by brick, verse by verse—
connecting the earthly city of Jerusalem to the heavenly city of Revelation 21. You will see
how the Old Testament blueprint unveils the New Testament Body. And how, even today,
you are walking through one of these spiritual gates in your Christian journey.

From the Sheep Gate where salvation begins...

To the Water Gate where the Word flows freely...

To the East Gate where the King returns in power...

...and into the gates of the New Jerusalem where the redeemed shall dwell forever.

You’ll never read Nehemiah—or Revelation—the same way again.



Let’s open the gates.

1 of 14: The Gates of Jerusalem — Introduction to a Forgotten Prophetic Map

Introduction: More Than Just Walls and Arches

In ancient times, a city was only as strong as its gates. The walls offered protection, but the
gates defined access—who could enter, who must leave, and what came in and out. The
city of Jerusalem, sacred to Jews, Christians, and Muslims alike, had twelve gates—each
with a name, a position, and a prophetic echo that resounds beyond stone and shadow.

Yet, in today’s fast-paced theological landscape, these gates are often reduced to
historical trivia or Sunday School footnotes. What if we told you these twelve gates formed
a prophetic road map—not just of Jerusalem’s past, but of God’s eternal future? What if the
gates were designed to be more than physical entryways—more than checkpoints or
doorposts—but spiritual thresholds revealing the deep mysteries of God's plan?

This essay is the opening of a 14-part exploration into the twelve gates of Jerusalem. We will
examine their historic significance, prophetic relevance, typological patterns, and their
reflection in the heavenly New Jerusalem of Revelation. But before we look at each gate in
detail, we must ask: Why gates? Why twelve? And why does it matter today?

Gates in Scripture: Guardians of Meaning

In Scripture, gates are never incidental. They are places of judgment (Deuteronomy 21:19),
commerce (Nehemiah 3), prophecy (Jeremiah 17:19-20), and divine encounter (Genesis
28:17). In fact, the first time "gate" is mentioned is in Genesis 19:1 when Lot sits at the gate
of Sodom, suggesting a position of authority and civic involvement.

Proverbs 31:23 says, "Her husband is known in the gates, when he sitteth among the elders
of the land." The gate was the courtroom, the public square, the marketplace, and even the
spiritual stage.

Soit’s no accident that Jerusalem, God’s holy city, would have twelve gates. This isn’t an
architectural convenience; it’s a coded message. The number twelve is a number of
government and divine order—twelve tribes of Israel, twelve apostles, and twelve
foundations and gates in the New Jerusalem (Revelation 21).



Why Twelve Gates? Divine Government and Access

Twelve is God’s governmental number. In the Old Testament, it is associated with Israel’s
tribal organization. In the New Testament, the twelve apostles formed the governing
spiritual foundation of the early church. These parallels explode into glory in Revelation
21:12-14:

“And [the city] had a wall great and high, and had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve
angels, and names written thereon, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children
of Israel... And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names of the
twelve apostles of the Lamb.”

What do we see? A perfect merger of Old and New. The gates bear the names of the
tribes—Israel’s roots—and the foundations bear the names of the apostles—Christ’s body.
Heaven itself is structured with gates, and the gates of Jerusalem are a shadow, a
reflection, a rehearsal of that eternal order.

Jerusalem: The Microcosm of God’s Story

To understand the twelve gates of Jerusalem is to understand the spiritual layout of God's
dealings with mankind. Jerusalem has always been God’s chosen epicenter on earth.
Psalm 132:13 tells us, “For the Lord hath chosen Zion; he hath desired it for his habitation.”
What Zion was to ancient Israel, New Jerusalem will be to eternity—a place where heaven
and earth converge.

Jerusalem is not just a location. It is a layered symbol of God's presence, wrath, covenant,
and glory. When we study its layout—especially the gates—we’re studying blueprints for
the Kingdom.

Every Gate Has a Name—And a Message

Each gate is named, and each name bears theological and prophetic weight:
1. Sheep Gate
2. Fish Gate
3. Old Gate

4. Valley Gate



5. Dung Gate

6. Fountain Gate

7. Water Gate

8. Horse Gate

9. East Gate

10. Miphkad Gate (Inspection Gate)
11. Gate of Ephraim

12. Gate of Benjamin (or Prison Gate)

These names are not random. They tell the story of salvation, sanctification, service, and
separation. Each name, placement, and mention in Nehemiah 3 or elsewhere in Scripture
is intentional. They form a circuit, a journey—from sacrifice to service, from cleansing to
commission.

Some gates face east, greeting the rising sun—prophetically pointing to Christ’s return
(Malachi 4:2). Others face the valley, reminding us of death, humility, and discipline. Still
others, like the Dung Gate, force us to deal with sanctification—the messy, unpopular, but
essential act of casting out spiritual waste.

Nehemiah’s Wall and the Order of the Gates

The Book of Nehemiah is central to this study. In Nehemiah 3, the rebuilding of Jerusalem’s
walls and gates is recorded in precise order. That order is key. It’s not merely a construction
journal—it’s a spiritual roadmap.

Forinstance, the Sheep Gate is the first and last gate mentioned in Nehemiah 3. That’s no
accident. Jesus, the Lamb of God, is the beginning and end of our salvation. He enters
through the Sheep Gate (John 5:2), and in the same gate, we begin and end our spiritual
journey.

Nehemiah's account shows that the restoration of the city is more than bricks and
beams—it’s spiritual recovery. Rebuilding the gates symbolizes restoring the boundaries,
values, and priorities of God's people.

Gates as Portals to Prophecy



If the gates had only an earthly meaning, that would be one thing. But they are mirrored in
eternity. Revelation 21 shows us that heaven will have twelve gates. These aren’t
metaphors; they are literal features with symbolic significance.

Each gate of the New Jerusalem is made of one pearl (Revelation 21:21). That alone is rich
in meaning: pearls form from irritation, from suffering. Just as Christ suffered to give us
access to the heavenly city, the gates reflect the cost of entry—His blood.

Moreover, angels guard these gates. Why? Because not just anyone enters. These aren’t
open portals for the curious—they are protected places, thresholds of holiness. Their
earthly counterparts—the gates of Jerusalem—are rehearsals of what’s to come.

Gates as Pictures of the Christian Life

In the coming essays, each gate will be viewed not just historically, but devotionally. They
align with stages in the believer’s walk:

e The Sheep Gate speaks of salvation.

¢ The Fish Gate speaks of evangelism.

e The Old Gate speaks of discipleship and returning to ancient paths.
o The Valley Gate speaks of humility and testing.

e The Dung Gate speaks of sanctification.

¢ The Fountain Gate points to the Holy Spirit.

o The Water Gate speaks of the Word of God.

¢ The Horse Gate speaks of warfare and service.

e The East Gate is about hope and the Second Coming.
e The Miphkad Gate is judgment and reward.

e The Gate of Ephraim points to fruitfulness.

o The Gate of Benjamin is associated with identity and trial.

Prophetic Shadows and the New Jerusalem



We would be remiss to ignhore the dual dimension of these gates. Not only do they mark our
spiritual journey now—they foreshadow eternal realities. The New Jerusalem descends “as
a bride adorned for her husband,” and the twelve gates bear the names of the tribes.
There’s no temple there—because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple
(Revelation 21:22). There’s no night there—because God is the light.

These gates are thresholds into forever. They are not only reminders of access—they are
borders of protection. Nothing unclean may enter (Revelation 21:27). It’s a place of entry
for the redeemed and exclusion for the wicked.

Why This Study Matters Right Now

We live in a world of broken boundaries—spiritually, morally, and doctrinally. Churches
have forgotten the gates. Many believers know they’re saved, but they have no idea where
they’re standing on the wall. They haven’t discerned the gate they’re near. Are they stuck at
the Dung Gate, needing sanctification? Or are they pressing toward the East Gate,
expecting the Lord’s return?

This study is needed now more than ever. It realigns our thinking to a heavenly pattern. It
shows that God is not random—He is architectural, purposeful, and holy. It gives us a
vocabulary for understanding both personal growth and prophetic times.

A Preview of What’s to Come

This series will walk gate by gate. Each essay will span roughly 3,800 words, unfolding the
historical background, the scriptural layers, the prophetic outlook, and the practical
application for each gate.

We’ll travel from the Sheep Gate to the Gate of Benjamin, from sacrifice to service, from
humility to hope. And in the final essay, we’ll tie them all together—showing how the earthly
city of Jerusalem points to the heavenly city where God will dwell with man forever.

Conclusion: The Gates Are Open—But Not Forever

Jesus said in Luke 13:24, “Strive to enter in at the strait gate.” Not every gate is open forever.
Not every gate is easy to enter. But all of them tell a story.

The twelve gates of Jerusalem are not just for Nehemiah’s wall—they are for us. They mark
the journey of the faithful, the blueprint of heaven, and the character of Christ.



The question is not whether the gates exist. The question is—do you know where you are on
the wall?

The journey begins here.

2 of 14: The 12 Gates of Jerusalem - The Sheep Gate: Salvation Begins with the Lamb
Introduction: The First Gate Rebuilt, the First Step of Redemption

In the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem under Nehemiah’s leadership, no gate was
mentioned first by accident. The Sheep Gate, located on the northeastern corner of the
ancient city, is not only the first gate listed in Nehemiah 3, but the only one mentioned as
being sanctified. That fact alone should immediately cause Bible believers to stop and pay
attention. Why this gate first? Why does it need to be sanctified? Why is this the only gate
where no bars and locks are mentioned? What does this tell us about God's order of
salvation?

The Sheep Gate is not merely historical. It’s prophetic. It’s redemptive. And it’s deeply
personal.

The Lamb of God Enters Here

The Sheep Gate, according to historical Jewish tradition, was the very gate through which
the sacrificial lambs were brought into the city—especially those destined for the Temple
sacrifices. This alone draws a stunning picture: salvation begins with the Lamb. John the
Baptist, echoing centuries of Temple ritual, pointed to Christ and declared, “Behold the
Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world” (John 1:29).

InJohn 10, Jesus makes the remarkable declaration: “/ am the door: by me if any man enter
in, he shall be saved” (John 10:9). He didn’t say,  am a door. He said,  am THE door. And
He said that in the context of sheep. The link is unmistakable.

So here’s the pattern: the very first gate rebuilt in Nehemiah’s time is the Sheep Gate. The
very first step for anyone who wants to enter the true spiritual Jerusalem—the eternal city
of God—is the Lamb of God. There is no entering God’s kingdom through intellect, effort,
philosophy, mysticism, or ritual. It begins—and ends—with Jesus Christ as the Lamb slain
from the foundation of the world (Revelation 13:8).

Nehemiah 3:1 -The Priestly Connection



Nehemiah 3:1 says:
“Then Eliashib the high priest rose up with his brethren the priests, and they builded the
Sheep Gate; they sanctified it, and set up the doors of it...”

Here’s what jumps out:
e The high priest rebuilds this gate.
e The priests sanctify it.
¢ No bars and locks are mentioned.
This is not just architectural detail. This is theology carved in stone.

The Sheep Gate is priestly. It speaks of sacrifice. It speaks of mediation. It speaks of a
Lamb and a High Priest. And it’s sanctified—not just functional. That’s a picture of Jesus
Christ, who is both the Lamb and our High Priest (Hebrews 4:14). And the fact that it had no
locks or bars is a picture of the free and open invitation of salvation: “Whosoever will, let
him take the water of life freely” (Revelation 22:17).

The Gate of Grace, Not Works

Unlike many of the other gates, the Sheep Gate had no defense structure attached. There
were no guards, no heavy bolts, no defensive towers. Why? Because salvation is not
something we can protect, maintain, or guard in our own strength. It is not earned by works
or maintained by effort. It is offered by grace through faith in Christ alone.

Many try to climb in “some other way,” as Jesus says in John 10:1, but those are “thieves
and robbers.” The cults, the religions of works, the self-righteous—they all try to scale the
walls. But God has made only one gate. And it's not merely a concept—it’s a Person.

Sheep, Shepherds, and Strangers

In the same discourse of John 10, Jesus says that the sheep “know his voice” and will not
follow a stranger. This echoes again the Sheep Gate’s prophetic voice. This gate doesn’t just
speak of salvation—it speaks of identification. The sheep are marked by their relationship
to the Shepherd. They are known by Him and they know Him.

Salvation isn’t a mechanical transaction—it’s a personal transformation. When you enter
by the Sheep Gate, you don’t just change destinations—you change families. You come into
the fold.

Prophetic Connection: First Gate, First Coming



The Sheep Gate prophetically pictures the first coming of Jesus Christ. He came as the
Lamb, lowly and ready for sacrifice. Isaiah 53 says, “he is brought as a lamb to the
slaughter.” That’s not just poetic—it’s surgical. It connects every dot back to the Temple, to
the sacrifices, to the gate through which those lambs came. It was there—near the Sheep
Gate—that Jesus healed the man at the Pool of Bethesda in John 5. It was there, many
scholars believe, where He entered during His earthly ministry.

And it is there—spiritually speaking—that every sinner must begin their journey.
A Personal Parallel: You Can’t Rebuild Until You Start Here

Nehemiah’s record is not just about walls. It’s about restoration. And any restoration—of a
person, of a family, of a nation—must begin at the Sheep Gate. Untilthe Lamb of God is
central, until the sacrifice is accepted, until the blood is applied, there is no real rebuilding.
Many are trying to “fix the walls” of their life while skipping the gate. But that never works.

Reformation without regeneration is renovation without redemption.
Typology in the Tabernacle and Temple

Let’s go deeper. In the Tabernacle, the first thing you saw upon entry was the brazen altar—
where the lambs were sacrificed. That’s the Sheep Gate in architectural form. You can’t get
to the laver, the candlestick, the altar of incense, or the ark of the covenant unless you first
pass the altar. First comes death—then life.

In the Temple, the sacrifices were made daily, and the blood flowed constantly. This again
ties back to the Sheep Gate. It was a gate of blood. And without blood, there is no
remission of sins (Hebrews 9:22).

From Nehemiah to Revelation: A Consistent Pattern

In Revelation 21:21, we read that the New Jerusalem has twelve gates—each made of
pearl. Pearls, of course, are made through suffering—an irritant covered in layers until it
becomes something beautiful. Again, we see salvation pictured in the gates.

But the first gate—the Sheep Gate—is not just another pearl. It is the gate through which
the Lamb entered so we could enter after Him.

Sheep Among Wolves

One final insight: Jesus told His disciples, “Behold, | send you forth as sheep in the midst of
wolves” (Matthew 10:16). Those who enter the Sheep Gate are marked by gentleness,
humility, and dependence. Sheep are not strong, clever, orindependent. They need a
shepherd. And Christ becomes that shepherd the moment we walk through His gate.



But be warned: sheep are not celebrated by the world. They are hunted. They are mocked.
They are targeted. To enter through the Sheep Gate is to become an outsider. Butitis also
to become part of a greater flock.

Conclusion: The Gate is Still Open

In Nehemiah’s day, the Sheep Gate was the first one rebuilt—but in our day, it is the one
most neglected. Many want to talk about prophetic timelines, geopolitical alliances, or
mystical experiences—but without the Sheep Gate, it’s all just noise. You cannot bypass
the blood. You cannot circumvent the Cross. You cannot enter any other way but through
the Lamb.

And so we begin our series here—where salvation begins. At the gate through which the
Lamb entered... and through which every believer must follow.

Don’t miss it. Don’t rush pastit. And don’t replace it. Jesus is the door. Not a door. The door.

3 of 14: The 12 Gates of Jerusalem — The Fish Gate: Witnessing & the Call to Be Fishers
of Men

Introduction: A Gate with a Gospel Echo

Just beyond the Sheep Gate, where the journey of salvation begins, lies another openingin
Jerusalem’s ancient walls—the Fish Gate. While it may seem like an ordinary access point
into the city, its name is anything but coincidental. Every stone in that gate whispers the
call of Christ: “Follow me, and | will make you fishers of men” (Matthew 4:19). If the Sheep
Gate speaks of the Lamb who was slain, the Fish Gate speaks of the laborers sent out to
cast the gospel net. This is the gate of evangelism, of outreach, of missions. This is the gate
where the newly saved find their first calling—to reach others.

But what does it mean to be a fisher of men? Why is this gate second in the order of
Nehemiah’s rebuilding? Why is it called “Fish Gate” at all, and what deeper prophetic and
spiritual truth lies embedded in its stone?

Let’s step through the Fish Gate together and trace the gospel scent of fish and the souls of
men.



I. Historical Background: The Fish Gate in Nehemiah's Day
The Fish Gate is mentioned in Nehemiah 3:3:

“But the Fish Gate did the sons of Hassenaah build, who also laid the beams thereof, and
set up the doors thereof, the locks thereof, and the bars thereof.”

Its name is derived from the marketplace nearby where fishermen brought their daily catch.
Fish from the Sea of Galilee and the Jordan River entered the city through this gate and
were sold to the people. In practical terms, it was a gate of provision. But prophetically, it
pointed forward to the true provision: the message of the gospel that sustains not just
bodies but souls.

In Nehemiah 12:39, it is again listed in the dedication of the rebuilt wall. The presence of
this gate near the northern wall signified access to the trade routes and to the wider
world—another picture of how evangelism moves outward from the city of God to reach the
nations.

Il. The Prophetic Symbolism: Fish and Men
From Genesis to Revelation, fish show up in ways that carry both provision and mission.

¢ Jonah, the reluctant prophet, is swallowed by a fish—a living sermon on the cost of
disobedience to God’s calling.

o Jesus performs miracles with fish: the coin in the fish’s mouth (Matthew 17:27), the
feeding of the multitudes (Mark 6), and the post-resurrection breakfast by the sea
(John 21).

e Theichthys, the fish symbol, became the earliest Christian emblem under Roman
persecution.

Butit’sin Luke 5 and Matthew 4 where the call to become fishers of men becomes
unmistakably linked with New Testament witnessing.

“And Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt catch men.” (Luke 5:10)

This is the essence of the Fish Gate: a call not to comfort but to commission.

lll. Evangelism as the Second Step in the Walk of Faith



It’s no accident that this gate is the second one mentioned in Nehemiah. Once a believer
enters through the Sheep Gate and receives Christ as the Lamb of God, the next call is not
to sit, but to go.

This progression is deeply spiritual. The Christian life is not a sedentary faith. The call of the
Savior is inherently missional.

e John 4:35 -“Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to
harvest.”

e Romans 10:14 - “How shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and
how shall they hear without a preacher?”

The early church understood this. After Pentecost in Acts 2, what did they do?
“And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.” (Acts 2:47)

They went out. They cast the net. And the net broke under the weight of souls.

IV. The Early Church: A Fish Gate Explosion

From Jerusalem to Judea to Samaria to the uttermost parts of the earth—this is the
progression mapped out in Acts 1:8. The entire book of Acts is one long Fish Gate
adventure.

Peter, who once denied Christ by a charcoal fire, would become the very one to throw the
gospel netin Acts 2. That net caught 3,000 souls in one day.

The apostles didn’t wait to be invited. They preached in synagogues, on hillsides, in jails, in
courts, and in markets. The Fish Gate spirit was upon them.

And when persecution came, the fish swam further. The gospel spread, not in spite of
resistance, but because of it.

This is the same fire that birthed missionaries like Hudson Taylor, Adoniram Judson, and
Jim Elliot. It’s the legacy of those who entered the Fish Gate and never came back.

V. What It Means to Be a Fisher of Men Today

To be afisher of men is not to be flashy, eloquent, or even formally trained. It is to obey the
voice of Christ who says, “Go.”

Here are four truths we learn from the fishers of the Bible:



1. Fishing requires patience.

o Evangelismis not always instant. Paul reasoned for three Sabbaths in the
synagogue (Acts 17) before any fruit showed.

2. Fishing requires the right bait.

o Paulsaid, “l am made all things to all men, that | might by all means save
some.” (1 Corinthians 9:22)

3. Fishing requires timing.

o Jesustold the disciples to cast on the “right side of the ship” (John 21:6). The
harvest is God’s, but the net is ours to throw.

4. Fishing is messy.

o We don’tgetto pick what the net catches. Discipleship begins after the fish
is caught. Cleaning comes later.

To be a fisher of men is not a ministry—it is the Christian life itself.

VI. The Net-Casting Season of Our Age

We live in a prophetic age that mirrors the urgency of the early church. The signs of the
times are evident. The Fish Gate is wide open, but many are content to stay within the city
walls.

But Jesus said, “The night cometh, when no man can work.” (John 9:4)

This is the season of net-casting. It’s not the season to build our brand, polish our theology,
or settle into religious routines. It’s time to go fishing.

Digital evangelism, street preaching, missions, discipleship, conversations at coffee
shops—it all matters. And it all begins when we step out through the Fish Gate.

VII. Fish and Judgment in Prophecy

There is also a darker side to the fish imagery. In Habakkuk 1:14-17, wicked nations are
likened to fish caught in a net of destruction. In Ezekiel 29:4-5, Pharaoh is compared to a
fish caught on hooks.



The same sea that gives life also swallows. And the same net that saves can be used to
judge.

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was cast into the sea, and gathered of
every kind.” (Matthew 13:47)

That netis coming in. And angels are the sorters.

VIII. Fish in the New Jerusalem?

It’s worth noting that in Revelation 21, in the New Jerusalem, there is no Fish Gate. Why?
Because evangelism is over. The harvestis in. The net is empty of water and full of saints.

But until then, every believer is called through the Fish Gate, rod in hand, net on shoulder.

IX. Why the Church Needs to Rebuild the Fish Gate

Like Nehemiah’s wall, the modern church has its broken gates. And none is more neglected
than the gate of evangelism.

e Too many are obsessed with the Temple and ignore the field.

e Too many polish the candlesticks and forget the lost.

¢ Too many go from seminar to seminar and never witness to their neighbor.
Rebuilding the Fish Gate requires a return to basics:

e The gospelis simple.

e Thefieldis wide.

e Thecallisclear.

X. Hidden Depths: Fish in the Tabernacle Pattern

If the gates of Jerusalem are prophetic, and if the tabernacle of Moses points to Jesus, then
even fish have a place in that pattern.

The Sea of Bronze in the Temple?
The miracle at the Sea of Galilee?
The disciples eating broiled fish with the resurrected Christ?



Every detail matters.

Even the dietary law distinctions between clean and unclean fish in Leviticus 11—scales
and fins—speak of discernment and motion. Fins for direction (led by the Spirit), and
scales for protection (the Word of God).

God’s Word doesn’t waste metaphors.

XI. Practical Application: Becoming a Fisher Today
1. Start Small
o Share your testimony online or with a friend.
2. BeBold
o Don’t be ashamed of the gospel (Romans 1:16).
3. Be Strategic
o Like Paulin Athens, meet people where they are (Acts 17).
4. Be Surrendered

o Leave the results to God.

Conclusion: Through the Fish Gate and into the Harvest

The Sheep Gate is where salvation begins. But the Fish Gate is where the work begins. It’s
where the newly redeemed pick up their nets and follow the Master.

The Fish Gate reminds us that we were never meant to sit inside the city and admire the
walls. We are called to cast out. To pullin. To rescue.

This isn’t optional. This is our mission.

And when we stand before the Lord, He won’t ask how polished our theology was—but how
many we tried to reach.

May we be found with callused hands and wet nets.

Let’s go fishing.



4 of 14: The 12 Gates of Jerusalem — The Old Gate: Ancient Paths and Doctrinal
Foundations

Introduction: Rebuilding the Old Gate

The Old Gate of Jerusalem, mentioned in Nehemiah 3:6, is far more than a geographical
checkpoint on a fortified wall. It is a prophetic symbol of returning to what has been tried,
tested, and true. In the grand scheme of Jerusalem’s twelve gates, each rebuilt during
Nehemiah’s time, the Old Gate stands as a call to remembrance—to anchor ourselves to
ancient truths while a modern world races toward destruction.

In today’s age of constant change, doctrinal dilution, and theological fads, the Old Gate
reminds us to go back—not to tradition for tradition’s sake—but to the foundational truths
God laid long before our generation ever breathed its first. This is the gate of return, the gate
of reproof, and the gate of rest. As Jeremiah 6:16 declares:

"Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the
good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.”

But what does this “Old Gate” teach us in our walk with Christ, in the Church, and in the
prophetic unfolding of God’s timeline? Let’s walk through this gate together, brick by brick.

1. The Old Gate and the Call to Return
In Nehemiah 3:6, it reads:

“Moreover the old gate repaired Jehoiada the son of Paseah, and Meshullam the son of
Besodeiah; they laid the beams thereof, and set up the doors thereof, and the locks thereof,
and the bars thereof.”

It’s interesting that while other gates have specific associations (like the Sheep Gate with
sacrifice), this gate is called “old.” Not “north,” not “eastern,” but simply old. The word here
suggests not just age, but originality—what was first laid, first built, and foundational.

Spiritually, this speaks to the unchanging nature of God’s Word. In a time where culture
pressures churches to “update” doctrine to stay relevant, the Old Gate boldly proclaims,
“No, we return to the Word as it was.”

2. Jeremiah 6:16 — The Ancient Paths Lead to Rest



The cry of Jeremiah to ask for the old paths is not a romantic longing for the past but a holy
call to return to the eternal truths of God. In context, Jeremiah was warning Judah that
their coming destruction would be the result of forsaking the covenant God made with
them.

“..and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.”
The Old Gate is about returning to doctrinal purity:

e Repentance.

¢ Holiness.

e The deity of Christ.

e Salvation by grace through faith.

o The power and authority of God’s preserved Word.

Today, many churches have shut the Old Gate and opened a New Door to ecumenism,
social gospels, feel-good theology, and watered-down doctrines. But Christ never asked us
to reinvent the faith—He told us to contend for it (Jude 3).

3. The Builders: Jehoiada and Meshullam - Names Matter

The men repairing the Old Gate are Jehoiada (“Jehovah knows”) and Meshullam (“friend”
or “ally”). These names are symbolic:

e Jehovah knows who still honors the old paths.
e Friends of the truth will labor to uphold what God once delivered.

This is a prophetic picture of the remnant Church—those who haven't bowed the knee to
Baal (Romans 11:4), and who labor to preserve and teach what has been entrusted to the
saints.

The Old Gate doesn’t need to be redesigned; it just needs faithful men and women to repair
the beams, secure the locks, and stand watch.

4. Foundations That Don’t Change

Let’s identify some of the key doctrinal “beams” of the Old Gate that the Church must
preserve:



e The Bible is the final authority (KJV)
Psalm 12:6-7 affirms God preserves His Word. The modern move to question every
verse through Greek and Hebrew criticism has eroded faith in Scripture.

o Salvation by grace through faith (Ephesians 2:8-9)
Works-based systems may be shiny and popular, but they are not ancient paths—
they are man-made detours.

e The Blood Atonement (Hebrews 9:22)
Many pulpits today avoid talking about the blood of Christ, but the Old Gate reminds
us that without it, there is no remission of sin.

¢ Pre-millennial return of Christ (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17)
The hope of the Church is the imminent return of Christ. The Old Gate faces the
future because it’s built on the past.

5. Spiritual Warfare and the Old Gate

In Nehemiah 4, the enemies of the Jews tried to stop the rebuilding. Likewise, those who
attempt to return to sound doctrine today face mockery, censorship, and spiritual
resistance. The Old Gate requires courage.

When we open this gate, we’re not only returning to doctrine but also to discernment. We
begin to see the difference between wheat and tares, between shepherds and wolves,
between truth and error.

That’s why few want to walk this way—it requires discernment, discipline, and devotion.

6. Prophetic Parallel - Laodicea Has Shut the Old Gate

The Laodicean Church Age, described in Revelation 3:14-22, is one of lukewarmness,
self-reliance, and spiritual blindness. Christ stands outside this church knocking.

They replaced the Old Gate with modern glass doors.

But God always has a remnant who repair the ancient walls. Those who enter the Old Gate
today are modern-day Nehemiahs—grieved over the broken state of the Church and called
to rebuild with truth.

7. The Old Gate and the Heavenly Jerusalem



In Revelation 21:12-13, the New Jerusalem has twelve gates, each named after the twelve
tribes of Israel. The Old Gate in Nehemiah’s day was a shadow of a greater reality.

Just as there’s a physical Old Gate, there is a heavenly doctrine that never changes:
“Forever, O Lord, thy word is settled in heaven.”— Psalm 119:89

The heavenly Jerusalem isn’t built with modern scaffolding. It’s built on eternal truth,
blood-bought redemption, and divine design.

8. Practical Application: How Do We Walk Through the Old Gate Today?
Walking through the Old Gate means:

¢ Rejecting modernism that denies biblical authority.

¢ Returning to expositional teaching, not motivational speeches.

o Living by sound doctrine, even when it’s unpopular.

¢ Separating from compromise, no matter the cost.

It also means teaching our children the same. The next generation won’t know the Old
Paths unless someone walks them first and clears away the rubble.

“Train up a child in the way he should go...” — Proverbs 22:6

The Old Gate is the parenting gate, the pastoral gate, and the personal gate of every
believer who chooses truth over trend.

9. A Personal Word to My Followers
Many of you reading this have felt the call to return to the Old Paths.

You’re tired of spiritual fluff. You’ve been wounded by shallow churches, misled by trendy
teachers, and left starving for doctrinal meat.

Friend, you’re not alone.

The remnant always feels small, but God uses the faithful few to preserve the wall. Don’t be
afraid to pick up your hammer and sword like Nehemiah’s men. Repair what’s been broken
in your home, your pulpit, or your own walk.

The Old Gate is not flashy—but it leads to rest for your soul (Jeremiah 6:16).



10. Tying the Gate to Christ Himself
“Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.”— Hebrews 13:8
Jesus didn’t come to update God’s truth—He fulfilled it.

He is the cornerstone. He is the Word. He is the Ancient of Days. The Old Gate points to
Him, not away from Him.

“l am the way, the truth, and the life...” - John 14:6

He is the ancient path. To walk through the Old Gate is to walk toward Christ and away from
the chaos of cultural Christianity.

Conclusion: Will You Enter the Gate?

The Old Gate isn’t popular. It doesn’t attract the crowds. It doesn’t sell well in bookstores or
go viral on social media.

But it is the narrow way (Matthew 7:13-14). And it leads to life.

As we explore each of the twelve gates in this prophetic journey through Nehemiah’s wall,
let us pause here at the Old Gate and decide:

Will we walk in the ancient paths or chart our own course?

Because the answer to that question will determine whether the Church rebuilds or
collapses in the final hours before Christ’s return.

5 of 14: The Valley Gate - Humility Before Exaltation

Introduction: The Low Road That Leads to Glory

In the layout of Jerusalem’s ancient walls, the Valley Gate often receives little attention.
Tucked between the towering fortresses and more prominent entryways, it may not appear
to carry prophetic weight. But make no mistake: in the divine architecture of the city and
Scripture, the Valley Gate reveals one of the most crucial truths of the Christian walk—
before exaltation comes humility.



James 4:10 lays it out simply: “Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift
you up.” And Jesus Himself modeled this Valley principle when He descended into the
wilderness for forty days before launching His earthly ministry. Likewise, we too must walk
through the low places before we can stand on spiritual heights.

This essay explores the Valley Gate both physically and symbolically, connecting its
placement to the refining work of God, the purging of pride, and the preparation of vessels
for His use. In a time when modern Christianity avoids the valley and chases only
mountaintop experiences, it’s time we rediscover the deep truth of this forgotten gate.

Section 1: Location and Rebuilding

In Nehemiah 3:13, we read: “The valley gate repaired Hanun, and the inhabitants of
Zanoah; they built it, and set up the doors thereof, the locks thereof, and the bars thereof,
and a thousand cubits on the wall unto the dung gate.”

This gate was positioned on the western side of Jerusalem, opening to the valley of
Hinnom, historically associated with sorrow, affliction, and even judgment. Its location
was strategic—those exiting or entering the city through the Valley Gate were reminded of
the terrain below the holy city. A traveler coming in this way would enter through a low
place before stepping foot into God’s territory.

This is not coincidental.

In the order of the gates Nehemiah rebuilds, the Valley Gate follows the Old Gate. First,
there’s the return to the ancient paths (Jeremiah 6:16), and then there’s the descent. God’s
design is clear: we don’t get revived through new trends and mountaintop hype. The old
paths lead us to the valley first.

Section 2: The Valley as God’s Refining Place

Throughout Scripture, valleys are where refining, wrestling, and encountering God take
place.

¢ Psalm 23:4 says, “Yea, though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will
fear no evil...” This is not just poetic—it is prophetic. The “valley” is the place of
faith-building and divine closeness, not abandonment.

e Hosea 2:14 calls it the “valley of Achor for a door of hope.” Achor was a place of
trouble (Joshua 7), but God uses it as the backdrop for new beginnings.



e Gideon, inJudges 6, is threshing wheat in a valley when the angel appears. David,
before he ever sat on a throne, ran through the valley of Elah to face Goliath.

In every case, God uses valleys to forge warriors, not tourists.

The Valley Gate in Nehemiah’s wall is symbolic of the Christian’s descent before ascent.
The believer who avoids the valley avoids preparation. The one who endures the valley
walks out with power.

Section 3: Christ’s 40 Days - The Pattern of Preparation

When Jesus Christ, the spotless Lamb of God, began His earthly ministry, He didn’t start
with miracles. He didn’t call disciples. He didn’t deliver the Sermon on the Mount.

Instead, He went into the valley.

“Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil.”
(Matthew 4:1)

Why?
Because humility, endurance, and spiritual depth must be proven, not presumed.

His 40 days in the wilderness echo Israel’s 40 years. Where they failed, He prevailed. He
was hungry, but did not murmur. He was tempted, but did not fall. His valley became His
vindication. It wasn’t a sign of weakness—it was a necessary passage.

If the Son of God walked through the valley gate before preaching in power, how dare we
think we can bypass it?

Section 4: The Spirit’s Work in the Valley

The valley seasons of our lives are often quiet, but they’re never empty.
¢ Inthevalley, pride dies.
¢ Inthevalley, dependency is born.
¢ Inthevalley, the flesh loses its grip.

Consider Paul’s thorn in the flesh in 2 Corinthians 12. He besought the Lord three times to
remove it. God didn’t. Instead, He said, “My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is



made perfect in weakness.” Paul’s response? “Most gladly therefore will | rather glory in my
infirmities...”

That’s Valley Gate living.

Too many Christians today want Sheep Gate salvation without Valley Gate formation. We
want the anointing, but not the altar. We want influence without affliction.

Yet it is the low road that leads to the high calling.

Section 5: James 4:10 - The Promise of Lifting

James 4:10 says, “Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up.”
Notice who does the lifting: God does. And notice when He lifts: after we humble
ourselves.

The Valley Gate is not where you camp forever. It’s not where you die. It’s where you learn to
bow low enough for God to reach down and raise you up.

The world promotes self. The flesh demands elevation. But God exalts the lowly:
e« Joseph was thrown into a pit before ruling Egypt.
e Moses wandered 40 years before confronting Pharaoh.
e David fled to the cave of Adullam before taking the crown.

They all passed through the Valley Gate. And so must we.

Section 6: The Church and the Missing Gate

Today’s church often preaches a shortcut gospel—one that skips sanctification, pruning,
and hardship. It's all prosperity, all victory, all triumph, all the time.

Where is the Valley Gate in our sermons?

Where is the theology that says, “Itis good for me that | have been afflicted; that | might
learn thy statutes” (Psalm 119:71)?

Modern worship shouts from the mountaintop. But true revival is birthed in the hidden
valleys, in the broken places, in the humbled hearts. That’s where oil flows. That’s where
wine presses. That’s where God dwells.



Let’s not sanitize the suffering. Let’s not skip the refining. The Valley Gate is not outdated—
it’s overlooked.

Section 7: Application - Embrace the Descent

How do we walk through the Valley Gate today?
1. Stop resisting the hard seasons. View them as training grounds, not punishment.
2. Seek God’s presence more than His presents. Depth doesn’t come through ease.

3. Stayin the Word during the valley. Remember Jesus overcame the devil with “Itis
written...”

4. Don’tisolate—pray and fellowship. Even in valleys, God sends ravens (Elijah) and
companions (Paul had Timothy).

5. Declare God’s goodness even when it hurts. This is Valley Gate faith.

And perhaps most important of all, don’t be in a hurry to leave. When God leads you in,
He’ll lead you out in due time—stronger, wiser, and usable.

Section 8: A Prophetic Foreshadowing

In Revelation 7, we see a multitude that came out of “great tribulation”. These aren’t the
ones who danced through life. They’re the ones who endured the valley and came out with
robes washed white.

The Valley Gate also connects prophetically to Jesus’ return, where He comes “lowly and
riding upon an ass” (Zechariah 9:9). His first advent was through the valley. His second will
be through the Eastern Gate, but not without the scars of humility.

Even the heavenly Jerusalem retains the lesson: “Blessed are the meek: for they shall
inherit the earth.”

God never forgets those who bowed low.

Conclusion: From Valley to Victory

As we walk through this study of Jerusalem’s gates, the Valley Gate reminds us that the
path to glory is paved with humility.



The Christian life is not about avoiding pain. It’s about allowing God to use the pain to
shape us into vessels that reflect His glory.

This gate calls out to the prideful, the weary, the striving: “Come down... so He can lift you
up.

»

Itis the gateway of Jesus’ example, the entrance to Paul’s power, and the trail to true
revival.

Let us walk it—eyes open, knees bent, and hearts ready for the rise.

6 of 14: The Dung Gate - Cleansing, Repentance, and Hidden Sins

Philippians 3:8. Removing filth. National Israel’s purging.

Introduction: The Gate Nobody Wants to Visit

If you were touring the gates of ancient Jerusalem, the Dung Gate would be the one most
tourists would skip. It's not glorious like the Golden Gate, nor is it rich with prophetic
overtones like the Sheep Gate. Its very name makes us uncomfortable: Dung Gate. And yet,
tucked into this gate’s humble and unpleasant name lies one of the most profound truths in
both personal sanctification and national prophecy. To cleanse, we must confront what
defiles us. To be restored, we must first be emptied. To enter glory, we must pass through
the Dung Gate.

This gate, as its name implies, was used for carrying waste, refuse, and unclean things out
of the city. Historically, it led to the Valley of Hinnom—Gehenna—where fires burned
perpetually to consume the garbage of Jerusalem. And in a deeply symbolic twist, Jesus
used that very valley to describe the fires of judgment. The Dung Gate speaks of what
needs to be removed, what must be burned, and what cannot enter the kingdom of God.

This is the gate of repentance.

l. The Historical Dung Gate - Where Garbage Met Fire

In Nehemiah 3:14, the Dung Gate is assighed to Malchiah the son of Rechab. His job was to
repair this gate during the rebuilding of Jerusalem’s walls after the exile:



"But the dung gate repaired Malchiah the son of Rechab, the ruler of part of Bethhaccerem;
he built it, and set up the doors thereof..."

Why did Nehemiah bother listing this gate? Because it was just as vital to the functioning of
the city as any other. It was how waste was purged from the community. Without it, the city
would fester with rot.

The Dung Gate led directly to the southern side of the city, to the Valley of Hinnom. This
valley was infamous in the Old Testament for being the site of child sacrifice under wicked
kings like Ahaz and Manasseh (2 Chronicles 28:3, 33:6). It later became a garbage dump
and a continual place of fire.

It’s no coincidence that Jesus used “Gehenna,” the Greek form of Hinnom, as the metaphor
for eternal fire. He was referring to a real place of filth, smoke, stench, and fire just outside
Jerusalem’s walls. And that place was accessed through this very gate.

Il. Philippians 3:8 - “Dung” in the New Testament
The Apostle Paul doesn’t shy away from the word either. In Philippians 3:8, he writes:

“Yea doubtless, and | count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ
Jesus my Lord... and do count them but dung, that | may win Christ.”

Paul uses the word skubalon, a Greek term meaning refuse, filth, or excrement. He
declares that everything he had before Christ—all the religious achievements, self-
righteousness, and credentials—was manure compared to knowing Jesus.

This is where true Christianity begins—not with self-improvement, but with a purging. A
spiritual detox. A renunciation of the flesh.

We must pass through the Dung Gate before we can walk in resurrection power.

lll. Hidden Sins and the Need for Cleansing

One of the greatest threats to a believer is not public sin but hidden sin. The unconfessed.
The ignored. The excused.

Psalm 19:12-13 says:

“Who can understand his errors? cleanse thou me from secret faults.”



Secret faults. Hidden in the corners of the heart. Untouched, unacknowledged. And yet,
they stink before God.

Jesus said in Matthew 23:27 that the Pharisees were:

“..like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full
of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness.”

This is why we need the Dung Gate. Not for a moment of showy repentance, but for the
thorough removal of that which offends God.

Revival begins at the Dung Gate. Not in the sanctuary, but in the sewer.

IV. National Israel’s Purging and the Prophetic Pattern

The Dung Gate has prophetic significance beyond personal repentance—it’s tied to Israel’s
cleansing before the Millennial Kingdom.

Zechariah 13:1 declares:

“In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David... for sin and for
uncleanness.”

The national purging of Israel happens not before the tribulation, but through it. The time of
Jacob’s trouble is the fire that purges the dross. Like waste burned outside the city,
apostate Israel must be cleansed before restoration.

The tribulation is the world’s Dung Gate.
Revelation 3:18 offers this haunting invitation to Laodicea:

“..anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see... be zealous therefore, and
repent.”

The call to repentance is not just personal; it’s corporate. Churches need to return to the
Dung Gate—to humble themselves, purge the leaven, and weep again over sin.

V. Cleansing the Temple - Jesus and the Dung Gate Principle

When Jesus cleansed the Temple in John 2, he made a whip and overturned tables. Why?
Because the house of prayer had become a den of thieves.

The Dung Gate was at work even there.



Jesus was not “inclusive.” He was exclusive of sin. He purged. He rebuked. He cleansed.

The church today desperately needs the same. It needs bold voices who will not entertain
sin but expel it.

1 Corinthians 5:13: “Therefore put away from among yourselves that wicked person.”

This isn’t about legalism. It’s about health. Purging is how the body stays alive.

VI. Application: Living Through the Dung Gate Today
Every believer needs a personal Dung Gate. A spiritual discipline of self-examination.
2 Corinthians 7:1 says:

“Having therefore these promises... let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh
and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.”

How do you do that?
¢ Confess sin daily (1 John 1:9).
e Avoid environments of compromise (Psalm 1:1).
¢ Expose secret sins to the light of the Word (Hebrews 4:12).
e Fast and pray when strongholds persist (Mark 9:29).
e Surround yourself with accountability (James 5:16).
The Dung Gate is not a one-time pass. It is a continual flow.

Even after years of walking with Christ, Paul still declared, “I die daily” (1 Corinthians
15:31). Why? Because waste still accumulates.

VIl. Gehenna, Hell, and the Fires that Burn What’s Unclean
Let us be clear: the Dung Gate is also a prophetic warning of eternal judgment.

Just outside the Dung Gate was Gehenna—what Jesus described using graphic, terrifying
language.

Matthew 5:29:



“..foritis profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole
body should be cast into hell.”

Hellis not a metaphor. It’s a real place of burning, where the filth of unredeemed souls is
not purged, but punished.

This is the final garbage dump. And the only escape is Christ.

He alone can cleanse. His blood alone can wash.

VIII. Jesus and the Dung Gate in Gethsemane

Have you ever considered that Jesus Himself passed through the Dung Gate, spiritually
speaking?

In Gethsemane, He took on our filth. He began to sweat blood under the weight of our sin.
Then He was arrested, condemned, mocked, and led outside the city to die.

Hebrews 13:12:

“Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered
without the gate.”

Without the gate. Outside the city. Near the place of refuse.

Jesus passed through the Dung Gate for you. He bore the full stench of sin, that you might
be made clean.

IX. The Cross Was a Garbage Dump

Calvary was not a picturesque hilltop. It was a place of death and filth. It was where Rome
dumped their criminals. It was a place of shame.

And yet, God chose that very place to put sin away forever.
Isaiah 53:6:

“..the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.”

Every lie, every lust, every perversion—laid on Him.

He became the refuse. He became the filth.

Why? So He could open a better gate: the Door.



John 10:9:
“l am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved...”

But before you can walk through that door, you must pass through repentance.

X. Revelation and the End of All Waste

When the New Jerusalem is unveiled in Revelation 21, there is no Dung Gate.
Why?

Because nothing unclean will enter there.

Revelation 21:27:

“And there shallin no wise enter into it any thing that defileth...”

Cleansing is finished. Sin is gone. Holiness has prevailed.

But until then, we live at the wall. Between the Old City and the coming one. And every day,
we must take the garbage out.

Conclusion: The Revival Nobody Wants
Everyone wants revival. Few want the Dung Gate.
Everyone wants power. Few want purging.

But let me tell you something, friend: no one walks in the fullness of Christ without passing
through the place of stench and sorrow. The Dung Gate is not glamorous, but it is glorious.
Because it leads to holiness. And holiness leads to God.

So humble yourself.
Repent often.

And never forget the gate that saved your soul was stained with blood and surrounded by
ash.

It’s the gate of the cross.
It’s the gate of repentance.

It’s the gate of life.



7 of 14: The Fountain Gate - Living Water and the Holy Spirit
Based on John 7 and the symbolic importance of the Holy Spirit, this essay explores how

the Fountain Gate reflects spiritual refreshment, renewal, and empowerment for every
believer.

Introduction: A Gate Overflowing With Prophecy

Of all the gates of Jerusalem, the Fountain Gate holds a unique position—not only
geographically but spiritually. It was located near the Pool of Siloam and closely associated
with the source of water that flowed into the city. To the average eye, it was merely a
passageway near a water source. But to the spiritually discerning, itis a portrait of the
coming of the Holy Spirit and the indwelling power made available to all who are in Christ.
In this seventh part of our study on the 12 Gates of Jerusalem, we explore how the
Fountain Gate symbolizes the pouring out of the Holy Spirit and the refreshing rivers of
living water that flow from the believer.

When Nehemiah repaired the walls of Jerusalem, the Fountain Gate was mentioned
specifically in Nehemiah 3:15:

"But the gate of the fountain repaired Shallun the son of Col-hozeh, the ruler of part of
Mizpah; he built it, and covered it, and set up the doors thereof..."

This repair speaks not just to physical restoration, but prophetically to spiritual revival. This
was a gate rebuilt during a time of national repentance and reform. The water flowing near
it was essential for the city's survival—just as the Holy Spirit is essential for the believer’s
spiritual life. In this study, we’ll explore three major themes tied to the Fountain Gate:

1. The Promise of Living Water (John 7:37-39)
2. The Connection to Pentecost and Spiritual Empowerment
3. The Role of the Holy Spirit in the Believer’s Daily Life

Let’s open the gate and let the rivers flow.

1. The Promise of Living Water - John 7 and the Feast
Jesus’words in John 7:37-39 were shocking to His audience:

"In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst,
let him come unto me, and drink.



He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living
water.

(But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy
Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.)"

The setting was the Feast of Tabernacles, where water was drawn from the Pool of Siloam
and poured out as a ceremonial reminder of God’s provision in the wilderness. But Jesus,
standing there at that very moment, pointed to Himself—not as one who carries water, but
as the fountain itself.

The imagery is striking. The Fountain Gate leads to the Pool of Siloam. Jesus sends the
blind man there in John 9 to wash and receive his sight. The gate, the pool, the miracle—all
converge to show that true healing and revelation come through the Water of Life.

Just as the physical fountain was needed to cleanse, refresh, and sustain the people of
Jerusalem, so the Holy Spirit is the spiritual fountain given to believers. But this fountain
doesn’t just cleanse—it overflows. It doesn’t merely fill—it floods. That’s the key to
understanding what Jesus was saying: "out of his belly shall flow rivers."

The Holy Spirit is not just a comfort—it’s a conduit.

2. The Spiritual Meaning of Water: From Genesis to Revelation

Water is used all throughout Scripture to represent life, cleansing, and divine revelation:
¢ Genesis 1:2 - The Spirit moved upon the face of the waters.
e Exodus 17 - Water flowed from the rock (a type of Christ).
o Psalm 23 -“He leadeth me beside still waters.”

e Isaiah 44:3 - “I will pour water upon him that is thirsty... | will pour my Spirit upon thy
seed.”

o Revelation 22:1 - A river of water of life flows from the throne of God.

From beginning to end, water is God’s chosen element to depict life and spiritual vitality.
And what’s at the center of this symbol? The Holy Spirit.

The Fountain Gate, then, is the transition from religious structure to Spirit-driven life. It’s
the New Covenant awakening. It points forward to Pentecost.



3. Pentecost and the Rebuilding of the Fountain Gate

Acts 2 was the moment this gate burst open in full force. Jesus told the disciples to wait in
Jerusalem until they received power from on high. When the Holy Spirit came down, they
weren’t just filled—they overflowed. Tongues of fire rested on them, they preached boldly,
and 3,000 souls were saved that day.

The Fountain Gate was now open—not physically, but spiritually.

Peter, who once denied Christ, now stood like a firebrand declaring truth. The apostles who
had been hiding behind locked doors now unlocked the doors of heaven with gospel keys.

This is what the Fountain Gate represents: the outpouring of the Spirit that transforms timid
followers into powerful witnesses.

And it’s no coincidence that water and Spirit are continually linked:
e John 3:5-“Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit...”
e Titus 3:5-“...by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost.”

e Ephesians 5:26 — “That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water
by the word.”

4. The Personal Application: Are You Flowing or Failing?

The biggest tragedy for many Christians is not sin—it’s stagnation. You can be saved and
still spiritually dry. The Fountain Gate asks a hard question: Is the river flowing through you,
or have you capped the well?

In Jeremiah 2:13, God says:

"For my people have committed two evils; they have forsaken me the fountain of living
waters, and hewed them out cisterns... that can hold no water."

Are you drinking from the Fountain, or are you trying to fill cracked buckets with worldly
wisdom and self-help?

The New Testament believer has the Holy Spirit inside them (1 Corinthians 6:19). But is He
quenched? Grieved? Ignored?

The true mark of Spirit-filling isn’t noise—it’s fruit.



Galatians 5:22-23 lists the fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness,
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance. Notice: not one of these is showy. All of them are
deeply relational and quietly transformative.

When the Holy Spirit flows freely, you become a wellspring of living grace. You’ll witness
boldly, endure suffering patiently, and overflow with Christ’s character. That’s why this gate
matters.

5. National Israel and the Spirit to Come

There’s a prophetic dimension to the Fountain Gate as well. In Zechariah 13:1, the prophet
says:

“In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David and to the inhabitants of
Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness.”

That’s future tense.

This is the same house that rejected Christ at His first coming. But when He returns, the
nation will lLook on Him whom they pierced (Zechariah 12:10), and a cleansing fountain will
open. That day is coming.

Even Ezekiel saw it in his temple vision (Ezekiel 47), where a river flowed from beneath the
temple threshold, growing deeper and deeper. The further it went, the more life it brought.

6. Spiritual Warfare and the Dry Places
Interestingly, Jesus in Matthew 12:43 said this about unclean spirits:

“When the unclean spiritis gone out of a man, he walketh through dry places, seeking
rest...”

Dry places are the devil’s playground.

Why? Because where there is no water, there is no Spirit. Where the Spirit is not welcome,
demons have room. This is why quenching the Spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:19) is not a minor
issue. It leads to spiritual drought, which opens the door to other influences.

The Fountain Gate is a weapon in spiritual warfare. Staying filled with the Spirit is the
believer’s safeguard against deception, depression, and demonic distraction.



7. Final Restoration - The Fountain in the New Jerusalem

Revelation 21 and 22 depict a world reborn. No more curse. No more sun, because the
Lamb is the light. And at the center of that new city? A river of living water, clear as crystal,
proceeding from the throne of God and the Lamb.

That’s not just poetic language—it’s a promise. What started at the Fountain Gate near the
Pool of Siloam will one day be completed in the heavenly Jerusalem.

And guess what?

The gates in the New Jerusalem are always open (Revelation 21:25). No more threats. No
more enemies. Only glory, flowing rivers, and eternal peace.

Conclusion: Time to Reopen the Gate

In Nehemiah’s day, the Fountain Gate was rebuilt with intention. It had been broken,
neglected, and vulnerable. That’s where many believers are today. They’ve blocked the flow
of the Spirit. They’ve grieved Him through bitterness, unforgiveness, or spiritual laziness.

But it’s time to rebuild.

The Fountain Gate is your connection to power. It’s your daily refreshment. It’s your internal
reminder that you are not alone, not dry, and not helpless.

Jesus said, “Come unto Me and drink.”
Not once. Not occasionally. But daily.

Let the Fountain flow.

8 of 14: The 12 Gates of Jerusalem - The Water Gate: The Power of the Word of God

Introduction: A Gate That Needed No Repair

In the days of Nehemiah, as the broken walls of Jerusalem were being restored, a
remarkable observation is recorded in Nehemiah 3:26: “Moreover the Nethinims dwelt in
Ophel, unto the place over against the water gate toward the east, and the tower that lieth



out.” And yet, unlike many of the other gates, the Water Gate is hot mentioned as being
repaired.

This omission is not accidental. In a book where every detail is inspired and recorded for
our learning, the fact that the Water Gate “didn’t need repair” becomes a divine
commentary on the Word of God. The Water Gate is prophetically symbolic of the
Scriptures—the pure, unbroken, uncorrupted Word of God which, even in a time of ruin and
spiritual collapse, remains untouched and whole.

Itis this Word that brings revival, repentance, revelation, and restoration. In this 8th essay
of our journey through the gates of Jerusalem, we’ll explore how the Water Gate represents
not only the authority of Scripture, but its durability, sufficiency, and supernatural role in
the believer’s life.

1. The Water Gate in Nehemiah: The Gathering Place of Awakening
Nehemiah 8 opens with a powerful moment:

“And all the people gathered themselves together as one man into the street that was
before the Water Gate...” (Nehemiah 8:1)

Here, after the walls were rebuilt, the people did not gather at the palace, nor the temple,
nor the marketplace—but at the Water Gate. Why? Because it was time to hear the Word of
God. They weren’t coming for politics or ceremony, but for Scripture. They were hungry.

Ezra stood on a wooden pulpit. He opened the book. And the people stood up. Then, for six
hours, they listened with rapt attention as the Book of the Law was read and explained.
This, dear reader, was revival.

Notice what happens in Nehemiah 8:
e The people gather in unity.
¢ Theydemand the Word.
e Ezrareads it distinctly.
e Levites give the sense (expository teaching).
¢ The people respond with brokenness and worship.

What gate did all of this happen at? The Water Gate.



2. The Symbol of Water in Scripture
Water is one of the most important and multilayered symbols in Scripture. It represents:

e Cleansing: “That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the
word” (Ephesians 5:26).

o Life: “But whosoever drinketh of the water that | shall give him shall never thirst...”
(John 4:14).

o Sustenance: “As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may
grow thereby” (1 Peter 2:2).

e Empowerment: “Out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water” (John 7:38).

In every case, water typifies the movement of truth, the Word, and the Spirit. The Water
Gate reminds us that the Word of God is the only source of true spiritual nourishment.

3. The Word That Needs No Repair

The other gates had to be rebuilt. They were broken, burned, neglected. But the Water Gate
stands out in its wholeness. The text never says it was repaired. And how fitting. The Word
of God cannot be improved. It doesn’t need updates, patches, or rewrites.

Psalm 12:6-7 makes it clear:

“The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven
times. Thou shalt keep them, O LORD, thou shalt preserve them from this generation for
ever.”

God has promised not only to inspire His Word but to preserve it. That is why Bible believers
for generations have stood unashamedly on the Authorized King James Bible in English—a
book unmatched in spiritual depth, prophetic accuracy, historical impact, and
supernatural consistency.

We do not need to repair the Word; we need to return to it.

4. The KJV and the Reformation of the Heart

The gathering at the Water Gate was the beginning of a national reformation. They
rediscovered the power of the Word. And in our own day, the rediscovery of the King James



Bible has sparked a parallel awakening in the hearts of many who have grown weary of
watered-down modern translations that subtract from God’s truth.

Nehemiah 8:8 says:

“So they read in the book in the law of God distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused them
to understand the reading.”

That’s what good preaching does. It opens the Book, it explains the meaning, and it moves
the people to respond.

5. Revival Comes Through the Word

We often pray for revival. But revival doesn’t come through emotional music, fog machines,
orviral videos. Revival comes through the Word of God.

In Nehemiah 8:
e The people weep as the Word convicts them.
e Theyrejoice as the Word comforts them.
e They obey as the Word directs them.

Revival is not hype; it is holiness. It’s not noise—it’s transformation. And the epicenter of it
all was the Water Gate.

Modern Christianity has drifted from this. Many churches today have pulpits without
Bibles. Sermons without Scripture. Messages without meaning. But God hasn’t changed
His method: He revives through His Word.

6. A Gate with Prophetic Implications

The Water Gate not only speaks to revival but points ahead prophetically. Revelation 22:1
describes a future scene:

“And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the
throne of God and of the Lamb.”

This eternal water is the culmination of what the Water Gate symbolized. Just as the earthly
Water Gate brought the people to the Word, the heavenly river brings us directly to the
Lamb. The two are always connected.



And so, the believer today should ask: Am | positioned at the Water Gate? Is my life built on
the Word?

7. The Water Gate and the Local Church

The Water Gate also gives us a picture of the healthy local church. Let’s extract a few
characteristics:

o Unity of the People (“gathered as one man” - Neh. 8:1)
¢ Hunger for the Book

o Reverence for the Reading (they stood up)

¢ Expository Explanation

e Responsive Worship

o Tangible Obedience

This is church done right. Not seeker-sensitive. Not program-driven. But Scripture-
centered.

Churches that want to honor Christ must anchor themselves at the Water Gate. Not just a
little devotion. Not motivational talks. But full exposure to the full counsel of God (Acts
20:27).

8. The Role of the Word in the Last Days

The Water Gate holds special meaning for us who live in the Laodicean church age. As false
doctrine spreads, and as many depart from the truth, the Water Gate stands as a call to
return to the Book.

Paul warned Timothy:

“For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts
shallthey heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears” (2 Tim. 4:3).

That time is now. And yet, those who position themselves at the Water Gate will endure.
The Word is the believer’s anchor in the storm, lamp in the dark, sword in the battle, and
compass in the fog.



9. Personal Application: Am | at the Water Gate?

Let’s bring it down to the personal level. The gates of Jerusalem speak not just to prophetic
themes, but to individual application. So here’s the question:

Am | building my life at the Water Gate?

e Dolreadthe Word?

Do I hunger for truth?

Do | allow the Bible to interpret me, not the other way around?

e Dolvalue its purity, power, and preservation?

You can’t have power in your life without the Word in your life.

10. The Danger of Neglecting the Water Gate

When the Word is neglected, darkness spreads. Israel fell into idolatry, immorality, and
captivity—because they forgot the Book.

Even King Josiah, in 2 Kings 22, didn’t know what the Book said until it was rediscovered in
the temple. And when it was read, he wept. He tore his garments. He repented. And revival
came.

We’re living in a generation that has lost the Book.
e It’sbeenbannedin schools.
e It’sbeen mocked in media.
e It’'s been twisted by preachers.
e It’s been edited by translators.

But God’s Word remains. It still works. It still saves. It still sanctifies. It still pierces. And it
still never needs repair.

11. A Call to Return
Let this be the cry of our generation:

“Bring us the Book!”



Let it be read in the street, as it was at the Water Gate.
Let it be honored in the pulpit.

Let it be studied in the home.

Let it be treasured in the heart.

The Water Gate is still standing. And it’s open to all who are thirsty.

Conclusion: The Gate That Brings Rain

InJoel 2:23, God promises the “former rain and the latter rain” in due season. The rain
comes from the clouds, but spiritually it comes through the Word.

Hosea 10:12 puts it plainly:

“Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in mercy; break up your fallow ground: for it is
time to seek the Lord, till he come and rain righteousness upon you.”

Revival begins at the Water Gate. It always has. And it always will.

Let those who walk the walls of Jerusalem spiritually never forget the gate that needs no
repair—the gate that stands eternally as a fountain of life and a beacon of truth: the Water
Gate.

Build your life at that gate, and you will never thirst again.

9 of 14: The Horse Gate - Warfare, Judgment, and the End-Time Army

Introduction: Where Horses Walk, Prophecy Gallops

In ancient Jerusalem, the Horse Gate was not simply an entrance for noble beasts. It was
the access point for kings and warriors, a place of readiness for battle, and a symbol of
strength and strategy. The very name evokes images of power, speed, and confrontation. In
the biblical layout of Jerusalem’s twelve gates, the Horse Gate carries a unique prophetic
shadow: it is where the tide turns from personal sanctification to divine warfare and end-
time judgment. When Nehemiah recorded the rebuilding of the walls, this gate was
positioned between the Water Gate (symbol of the Word of God) and the East Gate (symbol
of the return of Christ). That is no coincidence. The Horse Gate is the transitional



moment—where believers, having been washed by the Word, are called to ride into battle
alongside the King of Kings.

Today, as we explore the Horse Gate, we’ll uncover the forgotten role of spiritual warfare,
the eschatological connection to Revelation 19 and Zechariah 14, and how this gate
prophetically aligns with the coming judgment and the return of Christ on a white horse.

1. The Horse Gate in Scripture and Nehemiah’s Wall

Nehemiah 3:28 states, “From above the horse gate repaired the priests, every one over
against his house.” This detail may seem mundane, but it carries weight. The priests
repaired this gate, and they did so near their own homes. Symbolically, the gate associated
with battle-readiness was restored by men tasked with spiritual intercession. This reveals
something critical: spiritual warfare is not just for generals—it’s for the priesthood of all
believers.

The Horse Gate was located near the king’s stables and palace. This is where horses were
prepared for battle, where military readiness intersected with royal authority. It is here that
soldiers would mount their steeds and ride into conflict. In God’s spiritual blueprint, this
gate corresponds to judgment, preparation, and the readiness of God's people to stand in
the evil day (Ephesians 6:13).

2. The Prophetic Pattern: The Horse and End-Time Imagery

In biblical symbolism, horses almost always signify war, judgment, or strength. When
Zechariah sees the visions of horses of various colors (Zechariah 1, 6), they represent
spiritual forces dispatched by God. In Revelation 6, the four horsemen unleash conquest,
war, famine, and death. But the Horse Gate of Nehemiah connects most powerfully to the
imagery of Revelation 19:

“And | saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called
Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.” (Revelation 19:11)

Jesus Christ Himself returns on a white horse, wielding a sharp sword from His mouth and
executing divine judgment. The saints who follow Him are also mounted on white horses,
clothed in fine linen, white and clean (v.14).

The Horse Gate thus becomes a symbol of our future participation in this divine war—not
as spectators, but as soldiers who ride behind the Captain of our salvation.



3. Spiritual Warfare in the Christian Life

Before we talk about riding in heavenly armies, we must address the spiritual battles
believers face in the present age. The Horse Gate reminds us that Christian life is not
passive; it's a battle.

Ephesians 6:12 makes it plain: “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers...” The armor of God follows in that passage, and what’s often
overlooked is that Paul is not describing idle defense—he's describing battle preparation.
Believers must put on the whole armor not to retreat, but to advance.

2 Timothy 2:3-4 also reinforces this:

“Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. No man that warreth
entangleth himself with the affairs of this life...”

Too many Christians have spiritual armor, but no battle plan. The Horse Gate reminds us
that if you’re not engaged in warfare, you’re not walking through the full Christian
experience. The Christian is both priest and soldier.

4. White Horse vs. Pale Horse: Two Destinies, Two Riders

In Revelation 6, the pale horse brings death. In Revelation 19, the white horse brings victory.
These are not the same rider. The first is the Antichrist; the second is Christ Himself. The
Horse Gate prophetically reminds us that there are two roads: one leads to deception and
death, the other to righteousness and war against evil.

Just as the gates of Jerusalem held order, timing, and prophetic symmetry, the appearance
of these horses reflects a divine order. The false Christ comes first—riding on a white horse,
imitating Jesus. He conquers with deception (Revelation 6:2). But his kingdom crumbles.

When Christ returns through the real Horse Gate—from heaven to earth—He brings final
judgment. This is not gentle Jesus meek and mild. This is the Lion of Judah. The white horse
is not His first appearance—it’s His last.

5. The Role of the Church in the End-Time Army

Now the big question: do believers merely watch as Christ returns, or do we participate?



Revelation 19:14 gives the answer: “And the armies which were in heaven followed him
upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean.” This is not referring to angels.
The fine linen is interpreted just a few verses earlier:

“..for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.” (Revelation 19:8)

This means you—the believer—ride behind Christ in His return. The Horse Gate is your
gate. It’s your commissioning post.

We’re not called to sit on clouds with harps—we’re called to ride into victory with the Word
of God made flesh. The church is not simply saved to rest—it is saved to reign and ride.

6. Elijah’s Chariots and the Transition to Glory
Another horse-themed picture comes from 2 Kings 2:11:

“..there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire... and Elijah went up by a whirlwind
into heaven.”

Elijah’s departure mirrors the future rapture of the Church. It also hints at the transition
from earthly service to heavenly assignment. Just as horses and chariots carried Elijah
upward, the Horse Gate symbolizes the believer’s readiness to be caught up and later
return with Christ to reign.

Moreover, Elisha’s cry—“My father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen
thereof!”—suggests that Israel’s power was not in weapons, but in prophets who were
connected to heaven. The Horse Gate thus also represents spiritual authority.

7. Jesus, the True Rider and Judge
When Jesus returns on the white horse, the Bible says:
“..inrighteousness he doth judge and make war.” (Revelation 19:11)

Modern Christianity often wants a judgment-free Jesus, but the Horse Gate says otherwise.
He is coming back with eyes like fire, a sword in His mouth, and blood on His robe
(Revelation 19:13). This is not the Lamb of Calvary—it’s the Judge of the Nations.

The world is not waiting for a peaceful Jesus; it's hurtling toward judgment. Christ's return
will be the final Horse Gate moment in history, and it will separate wheat from chaff, sheep
from goats, believers from mockers.



8. The East Gate Connection: Mount of Olives and Final Approach

The Horse Gate was located near the East Gate—the Golden Gate through which tradition
says Messiah will enter. In Ezekiel 44:1-3, the East Gate is shut until the Prince comes.
Zechariah 14:4 says His feet will touch the Mount of Olives, right across from the East Gate.

That means the Horse Gate, spiritually speaking, is the rallying point before the Lord enters
Jerusalem. It’s the staging ground for the greatest military campaign in divine history—
Armageddon. And those who follow Christ through the Horse Gate do not fight with guns or
grenades, but with glorified bodies, indestructible purpose, and complete alignment with
the Commander of Heaven.

9. Final Gate Before Glory

In Nehemiah’s wall order, the Horse Gate is followed by the East Gate and then the
Miphkad Gate (judgment/review). That’s significant.

e First, comes warfare and judgment (Horse Gate).
e Then, comes the arrival of the King (East Gate).
e Then, the review of all lives and nations (Miphkad Gate).

This sequence is a prophetic map. And the believer must pass through all these
moments—not to fear, but to prepare.

The Horse Gate demands that you understand your role—not just as a worshipper, butas a
warrior. The church must trade its slippers for boots, its couch for a saddle.

10. Riding with the King: Practical Preparation
So how do we prepare for the Horse Gate?

¢ Know the Word. The sword from Christ’s mouth is His Word (Revelation 19:15). Get
fluent in your King’s voice.

e Traininrighteousness. A good soldier doesn’t get tangled in the world (2 Timothy
2:4). Live with eternity in view.

o Be watchful. Christis coming quickly (Revelation 22:12). The trumpet will sound (1
Thessalonians 4:16). Don’t be spiritually asleep.



Conclusion: Through the Gate with Fire in Our Eyes

The Horse Gate is not just a feature of Nehemiah’s wall—it’s a prophecy carved in stone. It’s
a call to readiness, judgment, and the final war against darkness. It reminds us that
salvation is just the beginning. Sanctification, battle, and glory follow.

Jesus will not return through a nursery window; He’s coming through the clouds on a war
horse. And the saints will ride with Him—not trembling in fear, but triumphant in power.

To walk through the Horse Gate is to declare:
“l will not bow to the world. | ride with the King.”
Prepare your heart. Mount up.

He’s coming.

10 of 14: The 12 Gates of Jerusalem —The East Gate: Christ’s Return to Jerusalem

Introduction: The Gate Facing the Rising Sun

The East Gate, also called the Golden Gate, is perhaps the most prophetically charged and
symbolically loaded entrance into Jerusalem. This gate has been sealed for centuries, yet it
remains a focal point for Messianic hope, divine judgment, and ultimate restoration. For
those who rightly divide the Word, this gate is not merely stone and mortar—it’s a future
opening to eternity.

This essay will explore how the East Gate reflects Christ’s first coming, foreshadows His
second coming, and anchors end-time prophecy. With Scripture as our compass, we will
journey from Ezekiel’s vision to the Mount of Olives, through the triumphal entry, and into
the glory of Christ’s return.

1. The Historical and Geographic Significance of the East Gate

Located on the eastern wall of Jerusalem facing the Mount of Olives, the East Gate has
always been unique. It’s the only gate that directly faces the rising sun—a symbolic picture
of the coming Light of the World.



Historically, the East Gate was the gate closest to the Temple. When God'’s glory filled the
Temple in the Old Testament, it entered through this gate (Ezekiel 43:1-5). When the
Shekinah glory departed in Ezekiel 10:18-19, it left by the East Gate. And when Ezekiel sees
the future return of God’s glory in the Millennial Temple (Ezekiel 44:1-3), it re-enters from
the same direction.

This is no coincidence. The East Gate serves as the divine checkpoint of history—where
God enters and exits the affairs of man visibly.

2. Ezekiel’s Prophetic Vision: The Gate That Shall Be Shut

Ezekiel 44:1-3 tells us plainly that the East Gate was to be shut, and it would not be
opened until one very specific event occurred:

“Then he brought me back the way of the gate of the outward sanctuary which looketh
toward the east; and it was shut. Then said the Lord unto me; This gate shall be shut, it
shall not be opened, and no man shall enter in by it; because the Lord, the God of Israel,
hath entered in by it, therefore it shall be shut.”

That’s an astounding declaration. God Himself had entered by the gate—so it would remain
sealed until the Prince returns. Many scholars believe this refers to Christ entering
Jerusalem in His triumphal entry, but Ezekiel 44 refers to a future temple—one yet to be
built. This is the Millennial Temple described in Ezekiel 40-48.

So, while Christ’s first coming fulfills part of this prophecy, its complete fulfillment awaits
His second coming.

3. Palm Sunday: A Glimpse of Glory

When Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey, fulfilling Zechariah 9:9, He approached from
the Mount of Olives, passed through the Kidron Valley, and entered through the East Gate.

Matthew 21:9 records the moment:

“And the multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the Son
of David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest.”

This was more than a symbolic moment—it was prophetic rehearsal. Though many
recognized Him as Messiah that day, the religious leaders rejected Him. The Lamb passed
through the East Gate to be examined before the Passover sacrifice, as was custom. And
true to the Law, He was found faultless (Luke 23:4, 14).



4. The Mount of Olives: Where Prophecy and Judgment Meet

The Mount of Olives is more than a geographical feature; it is God’s stage for divine
movements.

Zechariah 14:4 describes a day coming when:

“His feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the
east..”

At Christ’s ascension in Acts 1:9-12, the disciples stood on the Mount of Olives and
watched Him go. The angels told them He would return “in like manner.” That wasn’t
metaphorical—it was geographic. He left from the Mount and will return to it.

This aligns perfectly with Revelation 19, when Christ returns on a white horse, defeats the
Antichrist, and begins His reign. The Mount of Olives will split in two upon His return,
making way for Him to enter through the East Gate once more, this time not as a Lamb—
but as the Lion of the Tribe of Judah.

5. The Sealing of the Gate: A Symbol of Delay and Hope

Interestingly, the East Gate remains sealed to this day. Ottoman Sultan Suleiman the
Magnificent closed itin 1541 A.D., perhaps unknowingly fulfilling prophecy.

To ensure no Jewish Messiah would enter, Muslims even placed a cemetery in front of the
gate, thinking no holy man would cross unclean ground. But they underestimate the One
who cleanses lepers, walks on water, and rolls away tombstones.

This sealed gate has become a symbol. To the world, it’s closed. To the skeptic, it’s
irrelevant. But to the believer, it’s a door soon to burst open with glory.

6. Prophetic Typology: The Rising of the Sun
Malachi 4:2 calls the Messiah:
“The Sun of righteousness [who] shall arise with healing in his wings.”

The East Gate, facing the sunrise, stands as a metaphor for Christ’s return. The Rapture
occurs “in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye” (1 Cor. 15:52), but His second coming will
be visible, glorious, and tied to Jerusalem.



Psalm 24:7-10 may be a foreshadowing of this event:

“Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory
shallcomein.”

Itis the return of the rightful King to the rightful city, through the rightful gate.

7. The Eastern Gate and the Temple Mount

Currently, the Temple Mount is under Islamic control. But Bible prophecy assures us this
will not always be the case. Revelation 11:1-2 speaks of the outer court being given to the
Gentiles, but the temple itself being measured.

Christ will rule from Jerusalem during the Millennium (Isaiah 2:2-4; Micah 4:1-3). And that
means the East Gate must be unsealed for the King of kings to enter.

It’s worth noting: no gate of Jerusalem holds this level of prophetic intensity. The East Gate
is not just about geography—it’s about glory, government, and godliness.

8. Personal Application: Keep Watch Toward the East

The East Gate speaks to our hearts as well. Are we looking toward the East spiritually? Are
we watching for the Blessed Hope (Titus 2:13)? Are we living as if the King could come
today?

In the parable of the wise and foolish virgins (Matthew 25), those who were ready entered
in. The gate is a reminder that while the world sleeps, we are to stay alert.

Let the East Gate remind us that God keeps appointments. He doesn’t forget His promises.
The King is coming—not just spiritually, but physically—to the same city, to the same
mount, and through the same gate.

9. From Earthly Gates to Heavenly Gates

Revelation 21 describes the New Jerusalem with twelve gates—each named after the
twelve tribes of Israel. The earthly Jerusalem mirrors a heavenly reality. The East Gate’s
earthly restoration is just a shadow of the eternal gates of glory.

Psalm 118:19-20:



“Open to me the gates of righteousness: | will go into them, and | will praise the Lord: This
gate of the Lord, into which the righteous shall enter.”

Jesus is that gate (John 10:9). And one day, the spiritual will become visible when the Lord
returns.

Conclusion: The Gate That Will Open Again
The East Gate isn’t just a prophecy—it’s a countdown.

Though sealed by men, it is marked by God. Though forgotten by governments, it is central
to heaven’s plans. And though ignored by the world, it remains the hinge upon which the
return of Christ swings.

The Lamb once entered in humility through this gate. The Lion will return through it in
majesty.

As Bible believers, we do not look westward to fading empires or modern kingdoms. We
look eastward—to the sunrise, to the Mount, to the gate that will open once more and
welcome the King.

When you see the headlines and hear the scoffers, remember this: God has a gate
reserved. And through it, all creation will witness the arrival of the only One worthy to reign.

Even so, come, Lord Jesus.

11 of 14: The Miphkad Gate - Judgment Seat and Divine Appointments
Bema seat. Muster point. Rewards and reckoning.

Introduction: A Gate Unlike the Others

Nestled into the eastern wall of ancient Jerusalem near the northern end, the Miphkad Gate
is one of the least known and least preached about—but perhaps one of the most
profoundly prophetic gates in all of Nehemiah’s account. While gates like the Sheep Gate
and East Gate are regularly emphasized for their direct connections to Christ’s death and
return, the Miphkad Gate unveils a hidden dimension—the believer’s accountability
before God.



The name “Miphkad” comes from a Hebrew root meaning “to count, muster, number, or
appoint.” In other words, this gate was historically associated with inspection, review, and
assignment. Soldiers would assemble here. Census takers would do their work here.
Leaders would review troops, and final assignments were given before movement.

Spiritually, this gate corresponds to a future day for every believer—the Judgment Seat of
Christ—where the works of the saved are evaluated, not for salvation, but for reward.

1. The Meaning of “Miphkad”: Inspection and Appointments

The word “Miphkad” appears only a few times in the Hebrew Old Testament, each time
implying an official review, count, or accountability:

e Numbers 1:3-“From twenty years old and upward, all that are able to go forth to
war in Israel: thou and Aaron shall number them by their armies.”

o Ezekiel 43:21 - “Thou shalt take the bullock also of the sin offering, and he shall
burnitin the appointed [Miphkad] place of the house.”

In Ezekiel 43:21, the word is translated “appointed,” showing how it relates to official
assignments. For soldiers, it was a place of deployment and accountability. For priests, it
marked a place where offerings were inspected and carried forth. In the heavenly
parallel, it speaks to the moment when our lives will be inspected before the Lord—not for
condemnation, but for commendation or correction.

2. The Judgment Seat of Christ: A Heavenly Miphkad

Paul, writing to the Corinthian believers, reveals this gate-like checkpoint in the life of
every Christian:

“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may
receive the things done in his body...” - 2 Corinthians 5:10

This is not the Great White Throne Judgment (Revelation 20), which is reserved for the lost.
This is the Bema Seat, a judgment for saved believers.

At the Bema, the issue is not salvation—that was settled at Calvary. The issue is
faithfulness. What did we do with what we were given? Did we walk through the gates He
opened? Did we build with gold and silver—or wood, hay, and stubble?



“Every man's work shall be made manifest... the fire shall try every man's work...” - 7
Corinthians 3:13

This judgment is not for sin, but for service.

3. The Muster Point: A Symbol of Readiness

In Nehemiah 3:31, we read of “the gate Miphkad,” positioned near the inspection point and
mustering grounds. In prophetic typology, this speaks to our readiness to give an account.

The soldier must be ready to appear before his commander. The steward must be prepared
to render his books. The ambassador must return from foreign fields to give report to his
King.

Paul lived with this moment in view constantly:

“l have fought a good fight, | have finished my course, | have kept the faith...” - 2
Timothy 4:7

He knew that the Miphkad Gate was coming. His life was lived in the tension of two
worlds—earthly ministry, heavenly accountability.

4. The Pattern of Reward: Crowns and Commendations
There are five crowns mentioned in Scripture that may be awarded at the Judgment Seat:
1. The Incorruptible Crown - For mastery over the flesh (1 Cor. 9:25)
2. The Crown of Rejoicing — For soulwinners (1 Thess. 2:19)
3. The Crown of Righteousness - For loving His appearing (2 Tim. 4:8)
4. The Crown of Life — For enduring trials (James 1:12)
5. The Crown of Glory - For faithful shepherds (1 Peter 5:4)

Each of these represents areas of service and faithfulness that God honors—not with
applause from men, but with eternal reward from the King of Kings. They are cast before
His throne in Revelation 4:10, showing they are not for our boasting, but His glory.

5. Parables of Accountability: The Master Returns



Jesus often used parables to describe this moment of reckoning. Consider:

e The Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25) — where each servant was given
responsibility and held to account.

e The Parable of the Pounds (Luke 19) —where a nhobleman returns and evaluates
what each has done with what they were given.

In both stories, the master returns suddenly. Some servants are ready, others ashamed.
Some hear “Well done,” while others are stripped of reward.

This is the Miphkad Gate in action. It is not legalism. It is not fear-mongering. It is the
sobering reality of spiritual stewardship.

6. The Contrasts: Miphkad vs. the Great White Throne

To be clear, there are two great judgments in the Bible:

Judgment Audience |Basis Outcome
Judgment Seat of Christ . Works (not for

Believers . Rewards or loss of reward
(Bema) salvation)

Great White Throne Unbelievers||Rejection of Christ Fire)
i

Eternal separation (Lake of

The Miphkad Gate reminds us we will not face condemnation, but we will face
evaluation. This judgment reveals motives, hidden deeds, and even careless words
(Matthew 12:36).

7. Hidden in Plain Sight: The Gate of Review

Interestingly, the Miphkad Gate is one of the last mentioned in Nehemiah 3. It comes near

the end—just as the Judgment Seat comes after our earthly race is run.

“After him Malchiah the goldsmith's son unto the place of the Nethinims, and of the
merchants, over against the gate Miphkad...” - Nehemiah 3:31

This subtle positioning speaks volumes: after the goldsmiths have worked, after the
merchants have traded, the inspection comes.

How fitting.



Everything you’ve built... every opportunity you’ve traded... every word and every work—
brought to review.

8. Encouragement, Not Fear
To some, the Judgment Seat evokes terror. But it should also evoke hope.

God is not trying to find ways to disqualify you. He’s giving you every opportunity to please
Him.

Jesus said even a cup of cold water given in His name would not go unrewarded (Mark
9:41). Nothing done in faith is wasted.

The Miphkad Gate should drive us to walk circumspectly, redeem the time, and run with
purpose (Ephesians 5:15-16, 1 Corinthians 9:26).

9. Modern Implications: A Sleeping Church at the Gate

Tragically, many churches today neglect this gate entirely. The message of accountability
has been replaced with easy-believism or grace-only messages that strip believers of
urgency.

The early church, however, lived in light of this coming review:
e Theywatched and waited.
e They labored knowing their labor was “notin vainin the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58).
e Theycried “Maranatha”—Lord, come!

We must recover the Miphkad mindset: | will see Jesus soon—not just as Savior, but as
Judge of my faithfulness.

10. Preparing to Pass Through the Miphkad Gate
So how can a believer prepare?
1. Live transparently —walk in the light (1 John 1:7).
2. Serve faithfully — even in hidden places (Colossians 3:23-24).

3. Examine your motives - let love be your aim (1 Corinthians 13).



4. Finish your course —don’t grow weary (Galatians 6:9).
5. Long for His appearing — let eternity shape your choices.

The Miphkad Gate is not just about the end of our journey, it’s about living every day in
view of the finish line.

Conclusion: When the Commander Calls

One day, the trumpet will sound, the King will appear, and we’ll be called to assemble—not
for battle, but for reward.

The Miphkad Gate will open wide for each of us. And just as ancient soldiers gathered
before the eyes of their captain, so we will stand before our Commander-in-Chief.

And in that moment, may He find us:
e Faithfulin the fight.
¢ Joyfulinthe journey.
¢ Unashamed in His presence.
“Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness...” - 2 Timothy 4:8

Let us walk with eternity in view, and live today in light of that soon-coming review.

12 of 14: The Gate of Ephraim - The Missing Gate and the Mystery of the Church

Introduction: A Gate Left Unspoken

When reading through the detailed account of Jerusalem’s gates in Nehemiah 3, one might
notice something peculiar. Among the ten gates listed in that chapter—each repaired and
named for specific functions—the Gate of Ephraim is conspicuously absent. Yet this gate
is not entirely forgotten in Scripture. It appears in 2 Kings 14:13, 2 Chronicles 25:23, and
Nehemiah 8:16, indicating it was a known, physical entrance to the city. Why then is it
omitted from the detailed rebuilding list in Nehemiah 3?7 Was it already in good condition?
Oris there a deeper, prophetic reason?

This essay explores that mystery and proposes a powerful connection: the Gate of
Ephraim may represent the hidden mystery of the Church—a body of believers



concealed in the Old Testament but revealed in the New, occupying a unique place in the
prophetic timeline.

1. The Historical Gate of Ephraim

The Gate of Ephraim is mentioned in several Old Testament texts as a physical and
strategic location. In 2 Kings 14:13 and 2 Chronicles 25:23, the gate is involved in military
conflicts and serves as a point of access to the heart of the city. Named after the tribe of
Ephraim—one of Joseph’s sons and a key tribe in northern Israel—it symbolized leadership,
influence, and fruitfulness.

Ephraim held great prominence among the twelve tribes. In fact, the ten northern tribes
were often referred to collectively as “Ephraim” after the kingdom split. Ephraim was
blessed by Jacob (Genesis 48:19) to become “a multitude of nations,” a prophetic hint of
expansiveness beyond national Israel.

2. Omission from Nehemiah’s List: A Veiled Message

Nehemiah’s account of Jerusalem’s reconstruction is incredibly precise. Every stone, every
gate, and every family assigned to the work is recorded in Nehemiah 3. So the absence of
the Gate of Ephraim in that chapter can’t be mere oversight.

Some scholars have suggested that perhaps the gate didn’t require rebuilding or was
subsumed under another name. But what if its omission was deliberate—and prophetic?
Nehemiah’s account deals heavily with types and shadows. The rebuilding of the walls
and gates mirrors the spiritual restoration of God’s people, and each gate symbolizes a
doctrinal truth or phase in God’s redemptive plan.

The omission of Ephraim’s gate may prophetically mirror the hidden nature of the Church,
which was not revealed in the Old Testament but kept secret until it was unveiled in the
New.

3. The Mystery of the Church Revealed

Paul writes in Ephesians 3:3-5: “How that by revelation he made known unto me the
mystery... Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men... that the
Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body.”



This is the “mystery of Christ,” something not seen or understood by the Old Testament
prophets. It’s echoed again in Colossians 1:26, where Paul writes of “the mystery which
hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints.”

Could it be that the Gate of Ephraim—conspicuously missing from the record—is a type of
this very Church Age mystery? The gate was there, but not included in the construction
list. The Church was always part of God's plan, but not revealed until after Christ’s
resurrection and the coming of the Holy Spirit.

4. Ephraim as a Type of the Gentiles

The tribe of Ephraim has long been a prophetic puzzle. Though it descended from Joseph—
a son of Israel—its language in prophecy often exceeds tribal boundaries. In Hosea 7:8,
Ephraim is said to be “mixed among the people,” which many have seen as an allusion to
Gentile inclusion.

In Romans 11:25, Paul speaks of the “fullness of the Gentiles” coming in before all Israel
is saved. Ephraim’s prophetic role seems to echo this idea of an unrecognized body being
grafted into God’s covenant plan.

Thus, the Gate of Ephraim could symbolize the Gentile Church: a gate of entry not yet
visible to the Jews rebuilding their religious structure, but destined to play a central role in
the kingdom’s ultimate unfolding.

5. The Reappearance of the Gate

Though missing in Nehemiah 3, the Gate of Ephraim reemerges in Nehemiah 8:16 as a
place where booths are built during the Feast of Tabernacles. This is fascinating. The Feast
of Tabernacles is a prophetic shadow of the millennial reign of Christ—a time when both
Jew and Gentile worship the Messiah together.

Jeremiah 31:18-21 speaks of Ephraim’s restoration and return. Verse 21 reads, “Set thee
up waymarks, make thee high heaps: set thine heart toward the highway, even the way
which thou wentest.” This imagery connects beautifully with the idea of gates and
access—Ephraim’s gate is not gone; it is simply awaiting a divine reappearance at the
appointed time.

6. Hidden But Present - Just Like the Church



The Gate of Ephraim may not be listed among the gates in Nehemiah 3, but it was still part
of Jerusalem’s infrastructure. This parallels the Church’s status in the Old Testament:
present in type and shadow, but not formally revealed until Pentecost.

The ark, Melchizedek, Ruth, and even Rahab all point forward to God’s grace to the
Gentiles. But the mystery was hidden—just as the Gate of Ephraim is hidden in
Nehemiah’s blueprint.

In this, the Church is like a gate that opens without being seen—spiritually discerned,
divinely secured, and prophetically aligned.

7. The Church’s Role in God’s Eternal Plan

Dispensational theology places the Church Age between Israel’s rejection of Christ and the
final seven years of Jacob’s Trouble. In this view, the Church is the bride of Christ
(Ephesians 5:25-32) and will be caught up (raptured) before the Tribulation.

The gate that is left unmentioned—yet structurally present—may prophetically declare this
very season of grace: a gateway not built by man, but opened by the cross and sealed by
the Spirit.

And just like the Ephraim gate, the Church will one day reappear in full glory, returning
with Christ (Revelation 19:14) to reign and rule during the Millennium.

8. New Jerusalem and the Twelve Gates

In Revelation 21, the New Jerusalem has twelve gates—each named for a tribe of Israel—
and twelve foundations, named after the apostles. This remarkable design unites the Old
and New Covenant in perfect harmony.

There is no contradiction here—lIsrael and the Church remain distinct but are both central
to God'’s eternal city. Perhaps the omission of the Gate of Ephraim in Nehemiah is a
signal: the Church is not part of the rebuilding of the earthly Jerusalem, but is instead
called to the heavenly one.

That heavenly city, whose builder and maker is God (Hebrews 11:10), willinclude every
gate, every redeemed soul, every promise fulfilled.

Conclusion: The Mystery of the Gate



The Gate of Ephraim may be easy to overlook, but its prophetic weight is substantial. Its
absence in a list of gates speaks louder than its presence elsewhere. It pictures something
real, active, and spiritual—the Church.

Just as that gate sat quietly on Jerusalem’s edge, unused by Nehemiah’s masons, the
Church sat waiting in the shadows of Old Testament prophecy—a body God kept secret
until the fullness of time.

We live in that mystery now. But one day, all will be revealed. And as we walk the streets of
New Jerusalem, perhaps we will pass through a gate named Ephraim—and remember the
gate that was once hidden, but never forgotten.

13 of 14: The 12 Gates in Revelation — Patterns in the New Jerusalem

Connection between earthly gates and heavenly design. Revelation 21 deep dive.

Introduction: Gates That Echo in Eternity

The walls of Jerusalem held more than bricks and mortar—they held prophecy. Each gate,
each name, each location was not randomly placed but divinely orchestrated. They were
not just structural access points for an earthly city, but prophetic markers for an eternal
one. Nowhere is this clearer than in Revelation 21, where John is caught up into a vision of
the New Jerusalem, a city with twelve gates—each bearing the name of one of the tribes of
Israel, and each echoing the layout of the Old Testament city.

But this isn’t merely a repetition—it’s a fulfillment. The earthly gates, studied one by one in
this series, find their ultimate meaning not just in Nehemiah’s wall, but in eternity’s capital:
the heavenly city that God will bring down.

In this essay, we will explore how the twelve gates in Revelation 21 draw from and complete
the prophetic picture started in Jerusalem. We’ll look at their connection to the tribes, the
apostles, and the Church, and how they represent divine order, judgment, inheritance, and
access to the presence of God.

1. The Heavenly City: Dimensions and Glory

Revelation 21 opens with a new heaven and new earth, “for the first heaven and the first
earth were passed away” (Rev 21:1). Then descends the New Jerusalem, a city prepared



“as a bride adorned for her husband” (v.2). The city isn’t just spiritual poetry—it has
dimensions. It is a cube, twelve thousand furlongs in length, breadth, and height (v.16),
symbolizing perfection and completeness. But more intriguing is what surrounds the city—
twelve gates, three on each side (v.12-13).

These are not symbolic alone; they reflect God’s unchanging architectural pattern—from
Eden’s cherub-guarded eastward entrance, to the camp of Israel organized around the
Tabernacle, to Nehemiah’s wall, and now to the eternal city.

Just as the Tabernacle had only one entrance on the east, and just as Jesus said “l am the
door,” we are reminded that these gates are not alternate religions, but divine entry points
through Christ alone.

2. Names on the Gates: Israel’s Lasting Identity

The twelve gates bear the names of the twelve tribes of Israel (Rev 21:12). God’s covenant
with Israelis not erased in eternity—it is honored. The tribes, once scattered and judged,
are forever memorialized on the gates of the eternal city.

Compare this to the earthly city in Nehemiah’s time. Each tribe would have been familiar
with particular gates or roles in the camp or city. The Tribal order around the Tabernacle
(Numbers 2) matches the layout of gates in Ezekiel 48 and Revelation 21. There’s a
heavenly consistency in how God orders His people, and it’s not lost on us.

Israel’s story doesn’t end in the wilderness or in Babylonian captivity. The gates of the city
to come are built on the history of the patriarchs, the deliverance from Egypt, and the
promises made to Abraham.

3. Foundations Named After the Apostles

While the twelve gates bear the names of the twelve tribes, the foundations of the city are
inscribed with the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb (Rev 21:14).

Here lies a divine harmony between Israel and the Church. The gates are Israel’s
names—the entry points. The foundations are the apostles—the sent ones, who laid the
foundation of doctrine and preached Christ crucified.

This reflects what Paul taught in Ephesians 2:20: “And are built upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone.” Israel and the
Church are not enemies in this design—they are layers of the same divine structure.



What was concealed in the Old is revealed in the New. What began with patriarchs found
fulfillment in apostles, and both are brought together in this city built by God.

4. The Number 12 and Divine Government

The number twelve in Scripture is consistently tied to divine government and
completeness:

e 12tribes of Israel

12 apostles

12 stones on the high priest’s breastplate

12 loaves of showbread
e 12 starsin Revelation 12’s vision of the woman

Twelve is God’s administrative number, and in Revelation 21, the symmetry of twelves
becomes overwhelming:

e 12gates

12 angels

12 foundations

12,000 furlong dimensions

144 cubits (12x12) wall thickness

This isn’t just math—it’s prophetic design. God is communicating order, completeness,
and unity between heaven and earth. When you walk through one of these gates (as a
redeemed saint), you’re walking through thousands of years of divine orchestration.

5. Connection to the Earthly Gates

Each gate studied in this series—Sheep, Fish, Old, Valley, Dung, Fountain, Water, Horse,
East, Miphkad, and the mysterious Ephraim Gate—has prophetic shadows that point to the
heavenly city’s completeness.

e The Sheep Gate (salvation) parallels Christ’s role as the only door into the city
(John 10).



e The Fish Gate (evangelism) ties to the apostles who laid the foundation—fishing for
men.

o The Old Gate (truth) becomes the unchanging structure of the heavenly
foundations.

o The Valley Gate (humility) is replaced by elevation—the city on a hill.

e The Dung Gate (repentance) is gone—no filth enters (Rev 21:27).

o The Fountain and Water Gates become the river of life that flows from the throne.
o The Horse Gate (warfare) ends in victory—Christ on the white horse (Rev 19).

o The East Gate, sealed on earth, is the front door of glory (Ezekiel 44).

¢ The Miphkad Gate (judgment seat) is fulfilled—the books are opened (Rev 20).

e The Gate of Ephraim (mystery of the Church) is unveiled—one body, one bride.

These earthly gates were glimpses, rehearsals, echoes of the greater city yet to come.
What Nehemiah built in type, Christ fulfills in eternity.

6. The Gates Never Shut: Eternal Access

Revelation 21:25 tells us the gates of the New Jerusalem “shall not be shut at all by day: for
there shall be no night there.”

In Nehemiah’s time, gates were closed at night to protect the city. But in heaven, there is
no night (v.23), and therefore, no reason to close the gates.

What does this teach us?
e Access is always available to the redeemed.
e There’s no more danger, no more enemies.
e The presence of God is constant and uninterrupted.

Where once we were kept out (like Adam from Eden), now we are permanently welcomed
in. Christ said, “l go to prepare a place for you”—this is that place.

7. The Gates and the Nations



Revelation 21:24-26 speaks of nations walking in the light of the city and bringing glory
and honor into it.

There is an ongoing flow of movement in and out of the gates, even in eternity. This suggests
that while the New Jerusalem is a capital, there is still a world outside of it—a redeemed
earth, governed by Christ and His saints.

The gates are more than architecture—they are access points between heaven and earth,
between the throne of God and the healed nations.

This resonates with Isaiah 60:11: “Thy gates shall be open continually; they shall not be
shut day nor night; that men may bring unto thee the forces of the Gentiles.”

8. No Temple, But the Lamb

One of the most shocking verses in Revelation 21 is verse 22: “And | saw no temple therein:
for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it.”

In earthly Jerusalem, the Temple was the center. In Nehemiah’s day, the rebuilding of the
walls was connected to the return of worship. Butin the New Jerusalem, there is no
separate holy place—God Himself is the temple.

This radically alters how we understand access to God. The gates are nottoreach a
building—they are to reach a Person. The city is nhot made holy by architecture but by
presence.

Jesusis not only the door (John 10), He is the gate, the sacrifice, the priest, the temple, and
the light. Everything the earthly gates represented was a placeholder for Him.

9. The Bride and the City

Revelation 21:9 calls the New Jerusalem “the bride, the Lamb’s wife.” This raises an
interesting duality—is the city literal or symbolic?

The answer is both.
o ltis a literal place—with measurements, streets, gates, and walls.

e Butitis also a symbolic picture—of the Church in full glory, adorned for her
Bridegroom.



The city is the dwelling of the Bride, and in some sense, she is the city. Just as Eve was
taken from Adam’s side and became his bride, so the Church proceeds from Christ, and
becomes the dwelling place of God.

This is why the study of gates is not trivial. To understand the layout of the city is to
understand the identity of the Bride.

10. Lessons for Today: Living with Gates in Mind
What does all this mean for us today?

o We are gatekeepers. We guard doctrine (Old Gate), preach salvation (Sheep Gate),
evangelize (Fish Gate), and walk humbly (Valley Gate).

e We cleanse the temple (Dung Gate), drink from the Spirit (Fountain Gate), and
study the Word (Water Gate).

¢ We fight spiritually (Horse Gate), watch for His return (East Gate), and long for
reward (Miphkad Gate).

¢ We represent the mystery (Ephraim Gate) and await the city built not with hands.

To know the gates is to know your assignment. To long for the city is to live with purpose.

Conclusion: The Gates Are Open—Enter In

The twelve gates of the New Jerusalem are not just future hopes—they are present calls to
faithfulness. They remind us that God has a design, and you are part of it.

These gates tell a story. A story of tribes and apostles, of Jews and Gentiles, of warfare
and worship, of repentance and reward, of Christ crucified and risen, of bride and
Bridegroom, of entry and eternal embrace.

From the rubble of Nehemiah’s wall to the radiance of Revelation’s city, the gates stand.
They have never been more important.

And so, to my followers and readers:

Enter through the gates with thanksgiving.
Know your place in the walls of prophecy.

And look up—for your redemption draweth nigh.



14 of 14: The 12 Gates of Jerusalem — What the Gates Reveal About Christ, the Church,
and the Kingdom
The series finale. Ties it all together. Points forward prophetically.

Introduction: The Final Gate is a Person

Every gate in Jerusalem pointed to something beyond stone, timber, and hinges. They
whispered of a coming King, a redemptive plan, and a path laid out for the believer—from
salvation to sanctification, from trials to triumph. Now, in this final essay, we gather the
threads. What do the twelve gates ultimately reveal? The answer: they reveal Jesus Christ,
His body (the Church), and His Kingdom to come. As it was with the Tabernacle, so it is with
the gates: every detail speaks of Him.

From Entry to Eternity: The Journey Through the Gates
Let's walk again—this time not just through history, but through the spiritual sequence:

1. The Sheep Gate — Salvation begins at the Lamb. “Behold the Lamb of God.” (John
1:29)

2. The Fish Gate — We become fishers of men. Evangelism naturally follows salvation.
3. The Old Gate — We’'re called to ancient paths. Not new trends, but timeless truths.

4. The Valley Gate — Humility must follow knowledge. The valley tests what we’ve
learned.

5. The Dung Gate - Sin is purged. Repentance purifies.

6. The Fountain Gate — The Holy Spirit flows. Power, refreshing, renewal.

7. The Water Gate — The Word sustains. No revival without the Book.

8. The Horse Gate - Spiritual warfare intensifies. The believer becomes a soldier.
9. The East Gate — The King returns. Prophetic hope. Watchfulness.

10. The Miphkad Gate - Judgment Seat of Christ. Rewards for service.

11.The Gate of Ephraim — The mystery of the Church revealed. Gentile grafting.
12. The Gates of Revelation — The New Jerusalem opens. Eternity begins.

Each gate is not just a location—it’s a revelation.



The Pattern of Christ: From Lamb to King
The gates reflect the ministry of Christ:
o Sheep Gate - His first coming, humble and sacrificial.
o East Gate - His second coming, royal and triumphant.
e Old Gate - His unchanging Word.
e Valley/Dung Gate — His humanity, suffering, and sin-bearing.
e Miphkad Gate - His role as Judge and Rewarder.

Christ fulfills every aspect the gates point toward. He is the Way (Sheep Gate), the Truth
(Old Gate), and the Life (Fountain Gate). He is the Warrior (Horse Gate), the Returning King
(East Gate), and the Bridegroom (Revelation’s gates). The believer doesn’t just pass through
the gates; they follow Christ through them.

The Church: A People Patterned After the Gates
The gates also show the spiritual journey of the Church:
e Birth (Sheep Gate) - The Church is born in salvation.
¢ Mission (Fish Gate) - The Church is called to evangelize.
¢ Doctrine (Old Gate) — The Church must stand firm on apostolic truth.
¢ Humility (Valley Gate) - The Church is refined through trial.
e Purity (Dung Gate) — The Church must repent and stay clean.
e Power (Fountain Gate) —- The Church is empowered by the Spirit.
¢ Truth (Water Gate) - The Church stands on the authority of the Word.
+ Battle (Horse Gate) - The Church engages in spiritual warfare.
e Hope (East Gate) — The Church watches and waits for Christ.
e Stewardship (Miphkad) - The Church is accountable.

e Mystery (Ephraim)—The Church is a revealed mystery now understood.



The Church’s full identity is prophetically imaged in these gates. No wonder the New
Jerusalem has twelve gates—not just historical, but spiritual, ecclesiastical, and
eschatological.

The Kingdom: The City of Gates

The New Jerusalem in Revelation 21 has twelve gates, each made of a single pearl. Why
pearl? A pearlis the only precious stone formed through suffering—just like the Church,
just like Christ.

The names of the twelve tribes are on those gates. But it’s not just Israel. The twelve
foundations of the city are named after the twelve apostles. Both Israel and the Church are
represented. The gates show us that the Kingdom of God brings all things together in Christ.

Itis not merely a return to Eden. It’s better. Eden had no gates. Heaven has twelve. Eden
had no walls. Heaven is enclosed in holiness. Eden had a serpent. Heaven has a Lamb on
the throne.

The gates, then, are not only paths in—but memorials of redemption, prophecy, and
purpose.

What the Order Reveals Prophetically
If we follow the order from Nehemiah 3, the sequence reveals the full scope of God’s plan:
1. Sheep Gate - The Cross
2. Fish Gate - The Acts period
3. Old Gate —The rise of foundational doctrine
4. Valley Gate — Church persecution
5. Dung Gate — Apostasy purging
6. Fountain Gate — Revival, Pentecostal movement
7. Water Gate - Final stand on the Word of God
8. Horse Gate —The rise of final warfare
9. East Gate - Second Coming

10. Miphkad Gate — Judgment Seat



11. Ephraim Gate - Inclusion of Gentile Church
12. Revelation’s Gates - Final Kingdom of God

This isn’t just a sequence—it’s a prophetic roadmap. One that is mostly behind us, but still
has events unfolding now and ahead.

Each Gate is a Spiritual Checkpoint
Askyourself:
e Havel come through the Sheep Gate?
¢ Am | casting my net at the Fish Gate?
e Dol stand firm at the Old Gate?
¢ Have |l endured the Valley Gate?
e Havelcleaned house at the Dung Gate?
e Am/filled at the Fountain Gate?
e Doldelightinthe Water Gate?
e Am | prepared at the Horse Gate?
e Am | watching the East Gate?
e Willl be ready at the Miphkad Gate?
e Do lunderstand the mystery of the Ephraim Gate?
e Am | longing for the eternal city with Twelve Gates?

Every believer, every church, every generation is somewhere along this route. These are not
just historical facts—they’re spiritual milestones.

The Gatekeeper Himself

Jesus said in John 10, “l am the door.” He is the true Gate. All others are mere foreshadows.
He said of Jerusalem, “Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that
cometh in the name of the Lord” (Matt. 23:39). That’s the East Gate prophecy. But He also
warns in Luke 13:24-25 about the shut gate and those who knock too late.



He is both the Shepherd who enters by the Sheep Gate, and the King who returns through
the East Gate. He is the Baptizer at the Fountain Gate, the Warrior at the Horse Gate, and

the Judge at the Miphkad Gate. All gates point to Him.

Summary of Symbolic Themes

Gate Symbolic Theme|Fulfillment in Christ||Application
Sheep Gate Salvation Lamb of God Born again

Fish Gate Evangelism Fisher of men Witness boldly
Old Gate Doctrine Word made flesh Stand on truth
Valley Gate Humility Gethsemane Trustin trials
Dung Gate Cleansing Sin-bearer Repent regularly
Fountain Gate |Spirit Living water Be filled daily
Water Gate Word Logos Read and obey
Horse Gate War King of kings Endure hardness
East Gate Return Coming King Watch and pray
Miphkad Gate Judgment Righteous Judge Serve with fear
Ephraim Gate Mystery Head of the Church ||[Rejoice in grace
Revelation Gates|Eternity Alpha & Omega Enter with praise

Conclusion: A Gate Yet Ahead

Revelation 21 ends with the gates never shut. There is no night there. These gates—final
and eternal—speak of security, access, and invitation. The angel measured the city not for
God, but for us. God already knows. The measurements were recorded so we would long
for what’s to come.

The gates of Jerusalem are not dead stones—they are living signs. They aren’t relics—they
are revelations. And they weren’t just for Nehemiah’s day, but for ours, and for eternity.



In the end, the gates are not just what we pass through—they are what we become. For
just as the gates of the New Jerusalem are named after the apostles, so too are we being
built as “lively stones” into a spiritual house (1 Peter 2:5). The believer becomes part of the
eternal structure.

Final Words to My Readers

This concludes the 14-part essay series on The 12 Gates of Jerusalem—but the journey
doesn't end here.

Lord willing, in the future we may explore each of these prophetically aligned patterns in
more detail, perhaps even connecting them with the twelve foundations, the twelve
tribes, and the twelve apostles. There's always more in God’s blueprint.

For now, may you walk with renewed awe, knowing every gate you pass through has a
lesson, a truth, and a glimpse of the King.

Until He returns through the East Gate—

Even so, come, Lord Jesus.

& CONCLUSION &

The 12 Gates of Jerusalem — What the Gates Reveal About Christ, the Church, and the
Kingdom

We have now walked through every gate.

From the Sheep Gate to the Miphkad Gate...

From humility in the Valley Gate to refreshing at the Fountain Gate...

From the call to evangelism at the Fish Gate to the power of the preserved Word at the
Water Gate...

We’ve witnessed a divine architectural sermon laid into the very stones of Jerusalem—a
sermon that spans from Nehemiah’s day all the way to the gates of the New Jerusalem in
Revelation 21.

This wasn’t just a city—it was a prophetic map.

Each gate symbolized a step in the believer’s journey: salvation, sanctification, calling,
cleansing, spiritual warfare, judgment, reward, and eternal glory. And when we step back,



we don’t just see walls—we see Christ in every gate. We see His Church reflected in the
rebuilding, defending, and walking. And we see the Kingdom breaking forth with every
stone laid.

But let’s be clear:

These gates are not just ancient history—they are spiritual realities still in motion today.
You are somewhere in this gate sequence right now.

Maybe you’re camped out at the Dung Gate, finally confronting hidden sin.

Maybe you’re passing through the Valley Gate, enduring a humbling trial before exaltation.
Maybe you’re drinking deeply at the Fountain Gate, refreshed by the Spirit after a long
wilderness walk.

Maybe you’re standing before the East Gate—longing for the King to return, knowing He’s at
the door.

And then... there’s the New Jerusalem.

Twelve gates. Each named after a tribe of Israel. Each guarded by an angel. Each never
shut.

They are the eternal fulfillment of the pattern we’ve been tracing—proof that what God
began in Nehemiah, He finishes in glory. And there’s only one way into that city: through
Jesus Christ, the Lamb at the center of it all.

This series may be finished...
...but the walk through the gates continues.

Where are you standing?



