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Persia & Iran: From Prophecy to Power – Series Introduction 

Most people only know Iran from the headlines—nuclear tensions, fiery speeches, 
geopolitical unrest. But the story of Persia, the ancient name of Iran, doesn’t begin with 
missiles or media fearmongering. It begins in the pages of Scripture—long before modern 
borders, long before the Ayatollahs, long before the West ever set foot in the Middle East. 

Persia was once a golden empire—anointed by God, named in prophecy, and wielded to 
fulfill divine purposes. From Cyrus the Great, the only Gentile ever called “God’s 
shepherd,” to the dramatic stories of Esther, Daniel, and Nehemiah, Persia’s handprint is 
all over the Bible. And unlike empires such as Babylon, Egypt, or Rome, Persia was often a 
tool of preservation rather than destruction. 

But Persia didn’t fade away. It morphed, hardened, and re-emerged as the Iran we know 
today. And though the names have changed, the spirit behind the throne has not. 

This 10-part VerseQuest exclusive series will walk you through: 

• Prophetic precision: How God named kings like Cyrus a century before their birth. 

• Spiritual warfare: What the “Prince of Persia” in Daniel reveals about angelic 
resistance. 

• End-times alignment: Why Ezekiel names Persia as part of the coalition that will 
rise against Israel. 

• Sovereignty: How God rules over all kings—using even the ungodly to fulfill His 
plans. 

We’re not here to speculate—we’re here to search the Scriptures. And when we do, Persia 
rises from the dust of history, not just as an ancient empire, but as a recurring character in 
the unfolding drama of God's redemptive timeline. 

This series is for the student who’s watching. For the believer who’s wondering. For the 
watchman on the wall. 



Persia rose. Persia fell. God remains. 
And He’s not finished yet. 

 

 

1 of 10: Persia & Iran: From Prophecy to Power – The Rise of Persia: God’s Hand in a 
Pagan Empire 
(Isaiah 44:28–45:1 | Daniel 5:28) 
Theme: God moves kings like pawns. 

 

Introduction: A Pagan Power in the Palm of God's Hand 

Long before Iran became the radical regime we know today, long before Islam or modern 
politics, Persia was a mighty empire that unknowingly fulfilled the will of God. This empire, 
which corresponds to modern-day Iran, rose to global dominance not by accident—but 
by divine design. 

In this essay, we’re going to peel back the layers of time and see how God raised up a 
pagan king named Cyrus, foretold his name over a century in advance, and used the rising 
Persian Empire to bring judgment, restoration, and prophecy to fulfillment. This isn’t just 
ancient history—it’s a living testimony that God rules in the kingdoms of men (Daniel 
4:17). 

 

The Biblical Setup: A Kingdom Waiting to Rise 

To understand Persia’s rise, we must first understand the fall of Babylon. By the time we 
reach Daniel chapter 5, Babylon had already reached its height under Nebuchadnezzar. His 
successors, especially Belshazzar, had grown careless, proud, and spiritually blind. 

That’s where Daniel 5:28 comes in—when the “handwriting on the wall” appears, God 
declares judgment: 

“PERES; Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians.” 
— Daniel 5:28 

That’s the moment Persia steps onto the biblical stage. 

 

The Prophetic Setup: God Names a Pagan King 



But here’s the jaw-dropper—God foretold all of this before it ever happened, and even 
called Cyrus by name before the man was born. 

“That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure: even saying to 
Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy foundation shall be laid.” 
— Isaiah 44:28 

“Thus saith the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden...” 
— Isaiah 45:1 

These verses were written more than 100 years before Cyrus came to power. Isaiah lived 
during the reign of Hezekiah (8th century BC), while Cyrus conquered Babylon in 539 BC. 

Let that sink in. 

God didn’t just say “a man will come.” He said: 

• His name will be Cyrus. 

• He will be anointed (even though he’s a Gentile). 

• He will give the command to rebuild Jerusalem and lay the temple’s foundation. 

There’s no wiggle room here. Only the God who declares the end from the beginning 
(Isaiah 46:10) could make such a precise declaration and bring it to pass. 

 

Persia’s Rise: A Force the World Couldn’t Stop 

Persia didn’t rise with noise and chaos—it rose with strategy, diplomacy, and power. 

 Origin and Expansion 

The Persian Empire began as a vassal state under the Medes. But Cyrus the Great 
overthrew his Median overlords and united the Medes and Persians into one empire—
forming the foundation of what would become the Achaemenid Empire. 

He conquered: 

• Lydia in Asia Minor (modern-day Turkey) 

• Babylon (the mighty power of the age) 

• And ultimately built an empire that stretched from India to Ethiopia. 

But for our purposes, Babylon’s fall is the key moment where biblical prophecy collides 
with political history. 



 

The Fall of Babylon – Fulfilling the Word of the Lord 

Daniel 5 records the drunken feast of Belshazzar, where sacred temple vessels were 
mocked—and judgment came like lightning. 

What they didn’t know was that Cyrus’ army was already at the gates, but not in the usual 
way. Cyrus used a brilliant strategy: 

• He diverted the Euphrates River, lowering the water level. 

• His soldiers waded under the city gates, which were left unguarded due to the 
false sense of security inside the palace. 

• That very night, Babylon fell—just as Daniel had interpreted. 

“In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain. 
And Darius the Median took the kingdom...” 
— Daniel 5:30–31 

And thus, the Medo-Persian Empire took its place in biblical history. 

But what makes this more than a military conquest is what Cyrus did after the victory. 

 

The Decree to Rebuild – Persia as God’s Tool 

Ezra 1:1–2 records something almost unthinkable: 

“Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia… the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of 
Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom… 
Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The Lord God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of 
the earth; and he hath charged me to build him an house at Jerusalem…” 

Let’s pause here. 

Cyrus, a pagan king, who was never part of Israel, suddenly acknowledges: 

• The God of heaven, 

• That He gave him power, and 

• That He charged him to rebuild the Jewish temple. 



This is not normal behavior for pagan kings. This isn’t mere diplomacy—it’s divine 
orchestration. Isaiah had foretold it. Daniel likely showed Cyrus the prophecy in Isaiah. 
And Cyrus responded—with obedience. 

He gave the Jews permission, protection, and funding to return to Jerusalem and rebuild 
the temple. He even returned the sacred vessels Nebuchadnezzar had stolen (Ezra 1:7–
11). 

The rise of Persia didn’t just fulfill prophecy—it became the means of Israel’s restoration. 

 

Application: God Moves Kings Like Pawns 

So what can we take from this today? 

1. God knows the future before it begins. 

He called Cyrus by name. That’s not metaphorical—it’s literal. 
No regime rises without God’s knowledge. No leader catches Him off guard. 

2. God can use anyone—saved or unsaved—for His purposes. 

Cyrus didn’t grow up reading the Torah. He wasn’t in covenant. But God called him “my 
shepherd” and even “my anointed.” 
That tells us: God is not limited by our assumptions of who He can use. 

3. World empires are chess pieces on God’s board. 

From Babylon to Persia, from Rome to today’s powers—God sets up and removes kings 
(Daniel 2:21). 
Even now, as Iran (Persia) seeks power through nuclear weapons and terrorism, we must 
remember that God’s hand has always been above Persia—and still is. 

 

Persia and Prophecy: Setting the Stage for the Future 

Though this essay focuses on Persia’s rise, it’s important to note that this empire 
continues to echo through biblical prophecy: 

• Persia’s assistance to the Jews paved the way for the rebuilding of the temple. 

• That temple would eventually be visited by Jesus Christ Himself, who declared it 
His Father’s house. 



• Persia’s ancient favor will one day turn to end-time hostility, as seen in Ezekiel 38–
39, where Persia joins Gog and Magog in an invasion of Israel. 

This prophetic arc—from instrument of deliverance to instrument of judgment—shows 
the full range of how God can use a nation. 

 

Devotional Reflection: Trusting God When Kings Rise 

We’re living in a time when world leaders make reckless decisions. Regimes rise that 
appear godless, violent, and chaotic. It’s easy to feel fear—or even despair. 

But this study reminds us: 

• God isn’t just watching—He’s directing. 

• He used Persia to bring His people home. 

• He used Cyrus to rebuild His house. 

• He toppled Babylon in one night when their arrogance crossed a line. 

If He did all that, do you think He’s wringing His hands over modern Iran, Russia, or 
China? 

No. He is King of kings and Lord of lords (Revelation 19:16). 

 

Conclusion: The God Who Calls Kings by Name 

Persia’s rise is not just a tale of military conquest—it’s a story of divine authorship. 
God wrote Cyrus into the story before Cyrus ever breathed his first breath. 

That’s how sovereign God is. 

As we continue through this series, remember: modern-day Iran is still under the 
watchful hand of the same God who raised up ancient Persia. They may plot, they may 
rage, but God’s purposes will prevail. 

“The Lord hath made all things for himself: yea, even the wicked for the day of evil.” 
— Proverbs 16:4 

And so, we watch the news not in panic, but in prophetic awareness—knowing the God 
who wrote the end from the beginning still holds the pen. 

 



2 of 10: Persia & Iran: From Prophecy to Power – Cyrus the Anointed: When a Persian 
King Freed God’s People 
(Ezra 1:1–4 | Isaiah 45:1–13) 
Theme: God can use anyone, even those who don’t know Him. 

 

Introduction: The King Who Didn’t Know God… But Obeyed Him 

When people think of Bible heroes, they think of Abraham, Moses, David, and Paul. Few 
would put Cyrus the Great, the king of Persia, on that list. And yet—God does. 

The Lord not only used this Gentile king to deliver His people, He called him something 
astonishing: 

“He is My shepherd… He is My anointed.” 
(Isaiah 44:28 – 45:1) 

Cyrus was not born into the lineage of Israel. He didn’t know the Law. He never entered the 
temple. And yet God chose him, empowered him, and fulfilled prophecy through him—
long before the man even knew who God was. 

This essay will walk through the decree of Cyrus to rebuild Jerusalem, explore why God 
called him “My shepherd,” and offer a clear application for every believer today: 

God can use anyone, even those who don’t know Him. 

 

Prophecy Before the Man: The Miracle of Isaiah’s Prediction 

Let’s begin with one of the most jaw-dropping prophecies in the entire Bible. 

Roughly 150 years before Cyrus was born, the prophet Isaiah declared: 

“That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure: even saying to 
Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy foundation shall be laid.” 
(Isaiah 44:28) 

And then again in Isaiah 45:1: 

“Thus saith the Lord to His anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden…” 

Let that sink in. 

• Isaiah calls him by name—before his parents, grandparents, or empire ever 
existed. 



• God calls him “anointed”—a title rarely given outside of Israel. 

• And the Lord says Cyrus will rebuild Jerusalem and lay the temple’s foundation—
long before Babylon ever destroyed it. 

This isn’t vague prophecy—it’s specific, predictive, and historical. It would be like 
someone in the 1800s writing down the name of a president and what he’d do in 2025—and 
getting it right. 

Only God can do that. 

 

Historical Fulfillment: Cyrus Takes Babylon 

Fast-forward to 539 BC. The Persian Empire, under Cyrus the Great, conquers the mighty 
city of Babylon. As we discussed in Essay 1, this was the moment God shifted world power 
into Persian hands—and that set the stage for prophecy to be fulfilled. 

The Jews had been in exile in Babylon for 70 years, just as Jeremiah had prophesied (Jer. 
25:11–12). Many thought the dream of returning to Jerusalem was over. The temple had 
been destroyed. Jerusalem’s walls were in ruins. The people had become accustomed to 
life in a foreign land. 

But God wasn’t finished. 

He had a king in the wings. And that king was Cyrus. 

 

Ezra 1:1–4 – The Decree That Changed Everything 

“Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the Lord by the mouth of 
Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia…” 
(Ezra 1:1) 

God stirred his spirit. 

This pagan ruler, likely unfamiliar with Jewish prophecy, suddenly becomes a vessel of 
divine deliverance. The decree he makes is nothing short of astounding: 

“The Lord God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth; and He hath charged 
me to build Him an house at Jerusalem…” 
(Ezra 1:2) 

Let’s stop right there. 



Cyrus: 

• Acknowledges the God of heaven (not Marduk, Baal, or Ahura Mazda). 

• Attributes his success to the God of Israel. 

• And claims a direct commission to rebuild the temple in Jerusalem. 

Not only that, he funds the journey, restores the temple vessels, and commands 
anyone willing to help (Ezra 1:4). 

This wasn’t politics. 

This was prophecy in motion. 

 

“My Shepherd” – Why Would God Use a Pagan King? 

In Isaiah 44:28, God calls Cyrus “My shepherd.” 

That term isn’t used lightly. It’s how God refers to: 

• Moses (Psalm 77:20) 

• David (Psalm 78:70–72) 

• The Messiah (John 10:11) 

Why would God give that same title to Cyrus? 

Because Cyrus performed a shepherd’s function—he led the flock of Israel out of 
captivity, just as Moses had done in Egypt. 

God didn’t choose Cyrus because he was righteous. He didn’t pick him because he 
followed the law. He used him because Cyrus would do exactly what God wanted done. 

“He shall perform all My pleasure…” (Isaiah 44:28) 

God didn’t need Cyrus to understand everything—He just needed him to obey the stirring 
in his spirit. 

And he did. 

 

Isaiah 45:1–13 – The Anointed One 

In Isaiah 45, God doubles down: 



“Thus saith the Lord to His anointed, to Cyrus…” 

This is the only time in Scripture where a Gentile king is referred to as “anointed.” In 
Hebrew, this is “Messiah” (mashiach)—the same word used for David, priests, and even 
Jesus Christ. 

Now, this doesn’t mean Cyrus was sinless or divine. It means he was chosen, appointed, 
and set apart for a mission. 

God declares: 

• “I will go before thee…” (v. 2) 

• “I will break in pieces the gates of brass…” (v. 2) 

• “I will give thee the treasures of darkness…” (v. 3) 

• “That thou mayest know that I, the Lord, which call thee by thy name, am the God of 
Israel.” (v. 3) 

And in verse 4: 

“For Jacob my servant’s sake, and Israel mine elect, I have even called thee by thy name: I 
have surnamed thee, though thou hast not known Me.” 

This is the key. 

Cyrus didn’t know God. 
He didn’t grow up in covenant. 
But he was still God’s chosen vessel. 

 

Application: God Can Use Anyone—Even Those Who Don’t Know Him 

This is where the text hits home. 

We often assume that God can only work through preachers, pastors, prophets, or 
believers. 

But Cyrus shatters that box. 

God can use a politician. 

God can use an unbeliever. 

God can use a king, a general, a president—even if they don’t know Him yet. 



The question isn’t, “Does this person know God?” 
The real question is, “Is God stirring their spirit for His purpose?” 

Cyrus was used: 

• To liberate a people, 

• To fund the rebuilding of God’s house, 

• And to fulfill prophecy in exact detail. 

If God could do that through a pagan king, how much more can He do through us, who 
know Him? 

 

Lessons for Today 

1. Don’t limit who God can use. 

The church has a habit of labeling people “usable” or “unusable.” But God never asked for 
our approval. He raised up Pharaoh to show His power (Rom. 9:17). He raised up 
Nebuchadnezzar to judge Israel. And He raised up Cyrus to rebuild. 

2. Look for God’s hand in unexpected places. 

Cyrus wasn’t a rabbi or prophet. He was a conqueror. And yet God moved through the 
political and military arena to fulfill a spiritual purpose. That should make us pay 
attention to what God is doing today—even through unexpected leaders. 

3. When God stirs your spirit—respond. 

Cyrus didn’t ignore the stirring. He didn’t suppress the call. He acted—and his obedience 
changed history. If you sense the Lord nudging you, don’t wait. You may not see the full 
picture, but He does. 

 

A Prophetic Glimpse: Echoes of Christ in Cyrus 

There’s another layer here—Cyrus is a type of Christ. 

• He delivers captives from bondage. 

• He restores the temple. 

• He is called “anointed.” 



• He is named before birth. 

• He overthrows Babylon, just as Christ will overthrow Mystery Babylon in 
Revelation. 

This is not accidental. It’s a shadow of a greater deliverer. Cyrus played his role in 
redemptive history. But Jesus is the fulfillment of what Cyrus only symbolized. 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me… to proclaim liberty to the captives…” (Luke 4:18) 

Cyrus opened the way to rebuild the house. 
Jesus became the foundation stone of a better house—the church. 

 

Conclusion: From a Pagan Throne to Prophetic Fulfillment 

Cyrus never walked into the Holy of Holies. 
He never sang the Psalms of David. 
He never studied under a rabbi or offered a lamb on the altar. 

But he was God’s anointed instrument. 

He set the captives free. 

He financed the rebuilding of God’s house. 

He fulfilled prophecy with precision—and proved that God’s Word does not fail. 

So what does that mean for us? 

It means we should never doubt who God can use. 

It means that the plans of God will not be stopped, even if they come from unexpected 
places. 

It means that when we read the headlines—about Iran, Persia, leaders, wars, or kings—we 
remember: 

God still calls, still stirs, still directs… even those who don’t yet know Him. 

Let Cyrus remind you: 
It’s not about your pedigree. It’s about your purpose. 
If God can call a Persian king by name, He knows your name too. 

 

 



3 of 10: Persia & Iran: From Prophecy to Power – Darius the Organizer: Order, Decrees, 
and the Lion’s Den 
(Daniel 6 | Ezra 6:1–12) 
Theme: Earthly law is limited; God overrules. 

 

Introduction: When Earthly Power Meets Eternal Purpose 

The name Darius might not inspire as much awe as Cyrus or as much fear as Xerxes, but 
his role in biblical history is absolutely critical. Darius was not a visionary conqueror like 
Cyrus, but rather a powerful administrator, an organizer, and a preserver—a king who 
was instrumental in both upholding justice and unwittingly challenging God's authority. 

He’s remembered in two key ways: 

1. In Daniel 6, where he is trapped by corrupt officials and forced by the unchangeable 
law of the Medes and Persians to throw Daniel into the lion’s den. 

2. In Ezra 6, where he confirms and funds the continuation of the temple's 
reconstruction, despite opposition. 

These events reflect a major biblical truth: 

Human governments are flawed and limited—but God's will is unstoppable. 

This essay will explore how Darius maintained order, upheld decrees, and ultimately 
testified to God's supremacy, even through political tension and spiritual warfare. 

 

Part 1: Who Was Darius? 

Historically speaking, the title “Darius” may refer to more than one Persian ruler in 
Scripture, but in the context of Daniel 6 and Ezra 6, most scholars identify this Darius as 
Darius I Hystaspes, the third king of the Achaemenid Empire, who ruled from 522–486 BC. 

He was known for: 

• Reforming the empire’s administration into satrapies (provinces), 

• Standardizing currency and taxation, 

• And launching major infrastructure projects like roads and canals. 

But in the Bible, Darius isn’t remembered for innovation—he’s remembered for a lion’s 
den. 



 

Part 2: Daniel 6 – The Law of the Medes and Persians 

Daniel, now an old man (likely in his 80s), has survived multiple kings and empires. But 
under Darius, he is appointed as one of the top three presidents over the 120 princes of the 
realm (Daniel 6:1–2). 

“Then this Daniel was preferred above the presidents and princes… because an excellent 
spirit was in him.” 
(Daniel 6:3) 

This favor sparks jealousy among the other leaders. But Daniel’s life is so blameless that 
they realize the only way to trap him is through his faith. 

So they set a trap: 

“All the presidents of the kingdom… have consulted together to establish a royal statute… 
that whosoever shall ask a petition of any God or man for thirty days, save of thee, O king, 
he shall be cast into the den of lions.” 
(Daniel 6:7) 

And Darius, not realizing the scheme, signs the decree. 

 

The Law That Cannot Be Broken 

The “law of the Medes and Persians” was a legal system that emphasized irrevocability. 
Once a law was signed by the king, not even the king could reverse it. 

This concept reappears in the Book of Esther as well, where King Ahasuerus cannot revoke 
a decree to kill the Jews—but can only issue a counter-decree (Esther 8:8). 

Darius is now trapped by his own decree. 

When he finds out Daniel is the target, he’s grieved: 

“Then the king, when he heard these words, was sore displeased with himself, and set his 
heart on Daniel to deliver him…” 
(Daniel 6:14) 

But he cannot undo it. And so, Daniel is cast into the den. 

 

 God Overrules the Law 



The next morning, Darius runs to the den: 

“O Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy God… able to deliver thee from the lions?” 
(Daniel 6:20) 

And Daniel answers: 

“My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions’ mouths…” 
(Daniel 6:22) 

Darius is stunned—and then furious at the conspirators. He orders them and their 
families thrown into the same den, where the lions immediately devour them (Daniel 6:24). 

What follows is perhaps one of the greatest public decrees of any Gentile king in 
Scripture: 

“I make a decree, That in every dominion of my kingdom men tremble and fear before the 
God of Daniel…” 
(Daniel 6:26) 

Let that resonate. 

From the lion’s den came revival. From the mouth of a Persian king came praise for the 
God of Israel. 

 

Part 3: Ezra 6 – Darius and the Temple 

While Daniel 6 showed Darius acting under legal pressure, Ezra 6 shows him acting with 
divine favor. 

Decades after Cyrus issued his decree to rebuild the temple (Ezra 1), the work had stalled. 
Adversaries accused the Jews of rebellion and appealed to Darius, hoping he’d halt the 
project. 

Instead, Darius launches an investigation: 

“Then Darius the king made a decree, and search was made in the house of the rolls…” 
(Ezra 6:1) 

They find the scroll containing Cyrus’s original decree. And Darius responds not by 
canceling it—but by doubling down. 

“Let the house be builded… and let the expenses be given out of the king’s house.” 
(Ezra 6:8) 



Even more amazing: 

• He orders tax revenue from the region to fund the temple. 

• He provides daily animals, wheat, salt, wine, and oil for offerings (Ezra 6:9). 

• And he warns: anyone who opposes this work will be executed and have their house 
destroyed (Ezra 6:11). 

The same man who was bound by Medo-Persian law in Daniel 6 now becomes the 
protector of Israel’s temple in Ezra 6. 

 

Spiritual Application: Earthly Law is Limited, but God Overrules 

Let’s step back and apply this. 

1. Earthly law has limits. 

Even the most powerful king in the world was powerless to undo his own decree. That’s a 
sobering reminder that human law is not sovereign. 

Governments may write unjust laws. 
Leaders may be manipulated. 
Courts may make rulings that defy God’s truth. 

But none of these are above God. 

2. God can shut the mouths of lions. 

No matter how severe the penalty or how dire the situation, God is still able to deliver. He 
can override law, stop mouths, shift political winds, and rescue His people. 

“The king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord…” 
(Proverbs 21:1) 

3. God honors faithfulness, even when it costs us everything. 

Daniel didn’t protest, hide, or compromise. He prayed openly, knowing it could cost his 
life. 
And because of that, God showed up openly. 

 

Darius in Prophetic Perspective 



There’s something else to consider: Darius is a type of the flawed but reformable ruler. 
He’s no Cyrus—chosen before birth—but he learns through experience. 

• He signs a decree in ignorance, then regrets it. 

• He protects Daniel afterward and promotes God. 

• He supports the temple’s rebuilding, unlike future rulers who would oppose it. 

This reflects how God works through governments: 

• Some like Cyrus are used with purpose from the start. 

• Others like Darius stumble into obedience, but still become part of God's plan. 

 

Devotional Reflection: Are You a Daniel or a Darius? 

This passage challenges us to reflect: 

• Are you like Daniel? 
Faithful even when laws are unjust? Willing to suffer rather than bow? 

• Or are you like Darius? 
Trying to do right, but sometimes caught in the trap of men’s agendas? Learning to 
fear the Lord through humbling circumstances? 

Both men are honored in Scripture. But only one knew the lions would be silent before 
going in. And only one prayed even when it could cost him his life. 

 

Conclusion: The God Who Rules Over Decrees 

Darius’s story may be brief, but its message is eternal: 

• God overrules governments. 

• God delivers the faithful. 

• God causes kings to protect His work, even when they don’t realize it. 

From the lion’s den to the temple mount, God’s fingerprints are all over the reign of Darius. 
He used this “organizer king” to preserve His people, protect His servant, and provide for 
His house. 

So next time the world says: 



• “The law is the law.” 

• “The system can’t be changed.” 

• “You can’t go against this decree.” 

Remember Daniel. 

And remember Darius. 

Because when the lions are roaring, and the laws are unbreakable, there’s still a throne 
above every earthly throne. 

And that throne never makes a mistake. 

 

 

4 of 10: Persia & Iran: From Prophecy to Power – Xerxes (Ahasuerus): Persia in the Book 
of Esther 
(Book of Esther) 
Theme: When God seems silent, He’s still in control. 

 

Introduction: The Invisible Hand in a Visible Crisis 

The Book of Esther is unlike any other book in the Bible. It contains no mention of God’s 
name, no visions, no angels, no miracles, no prophets, no fire from heaven—only 
providence. Set in the mighty Persian Empire during the reign of King Ahasuerus, also 
known historically as Xerxes I, it is a story of plots and counterplots, political power plays, 
and a people on the brink of annihilation. 

Yet beneath the surface of royal intrigue and courtroom drama lies the unmistakable hand 
of God. Not announced, but active. Not shouted, but sovereign. 

Through the rise of Esther, the courage of Mordecai, and the downfall of Haman, God 
preserves His covenant people through Persian authority—in silence. And this silence 
becomes the sermon: even when God seems absent, He is never inactive. 

This essay will explore how the Persian court becomes the unlikely setting for one of Israel’s 
greatest deliverances, and how Xerxes, though flawed and foolish in many ways, is used by 
God to preserve a people through whom the Messiah would eventually come. 

 



Historical Context: Who Was Xerxes? 

Xerxes I, called Ahasuerus in the Book of Esther, ruled the Persian Empire from 486–465 
BC. He was the son of Darius I (see previous essay) and succeeded him as king. His reign 
is historically marked by: 

• The failed invasion of Greece (including the famous Battle of Thermopylae), 

• Massive building projects, 

• And a court known for its splendor and extravagance. 

By the time of the events in Esther, the Persian Empire stretched from India to Ethiopia, 
encompassing 127 provinces (Esther 1:1). It was, at that time, the largest empire the 
world had ever seen. 

It is within this sprawling, multicultural empire that God sets the stage for a hidden war of 
extermination—and an unexpected deliverance. 

 

Chapter 1–2: A Royal Crisis and a Jewish Queen 

The story begins with Xerxes hosting a lavish, 180-day feast to display his wealth and 
power. At the climax, he demands his queen, Vashti, appear before the guests. She 
refuses, and Xerxes, enraged and likely influenced by his advisors, deposes her. 

“What shall we do unto the queen Vashti according to law…?” 
(Esther 1:15) 

This sets the stage for the rise of Esther, a Jewish girl living in Susa under the care of her 
cousin Mordecai. When the king later seeks a new queen, Esther is chosen in a royal 
contest—not because of her lineage or religious background, but because she pleased the 
king (Esther 2:17). 

She keeps her Jewish identity secret on Mordecai’s advice. 

At first glance, this looks like a typical palace story: beauty, romance, and intrigue. But 
behind it is something much bigger. Esther is placed in the palace before the crisis 
comes—a pattern seen elsewhere in Scripture. Joseph was promoted before famine. 
Moses was drawn from the water before the slaughter of the infants. God always places the 
solution before the problem appears. 

Esther is no accident. She is positioned by providence. 

 



Chapter 3: Haman’s Hatred and the Decree of Death 

The real conflict begins with the rise of Haman, an Agagite—descendant of King Agag of the 
Amalekites, longtime enemies of Israel. When Mordecai refuses to bow to him, Haman 
burns with fury. But he doesn’t just seek to kill Mordecai; he plots to annihilate all the 
Jews in the Persian Empire. 

“There is a certain people… and their laws are diverse from all people… it is not for the 
king’s profit to suffer them.” 
(Esther 3:8) 

Haman offers 10,000 talents of silver—a massive bribe—to fund the genocide. Xerxes 
agrees and signs the decree. 

The decree spreads like wildfire: on a fixed date, every Jew in the empire is to be killed. This 
wasn’t just a spiritual attack. This was an existential threat to the very bloodline of the 
Messiah. 

The same empire that had once freed the Jews under Cyrus now threatens to wipe them 
out under Xerxes. 

But the Lord was already moving. 

 

Chapter 4: Mordecai’s Plea and Esther’s Turning Point 

When Mordecai hears the news, he puts on sackcloth and weeps outside the palace gates. 
He sends word to Esther, urging her to intervene. But she hesitates—approaching the king 
without invitation is a capital offense. 

Mordecai responds with one of the most powerful statements in all of Scripture: 

“Who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” 
(Esther 4:14) 

That moment marks Esther’s transformation—from passive beauty queen to active 
deliverer. 

“If I perish, I perish.” 
(Esther 4:16) 

When God seems silent, He often moves through willing vessels. Esther becomes that 
vessel—not through miracles or angels, but through courage, risk, and obedience. 

 



Chapters 5–7: The Irony of Providence – Haman’s Fall 

Esther devises a strategic plan. She doesn’t beg immediately. She invites Xerxes and 
Haman to two banquets. Meanwhile, God continues working behind the scenes. 

One night, the king can’t sleep. He asks for the royal chronicles to be read (an ancient 
version of scrolling through old reports). The record of Mordecai saving the king’s life is 
read aloud. 

Xerxes asks, “What honor did we give him?” The answer? None. 

The next morning, Haman walks in—intent on requesting Mordecai’s execution. But before 
he can speak, the king asks him: 

“What shall be done unto the man whom the king delighteth to honor?” 
(Esther 6:6) 

Thinking it’s himself, Haman offers a grand answer—robes, royal horses, public praise. The 
king agrees. 

“Make haste, and do even so to Mordecai…” 
(Esther 6:10) 

The irony is delicious. Haman must honor the man he hates. 

That night, at Esther’s second banquet, she reveals Haman’s plot. The king, furious, leaves 
the room. Haman falls on Esther’s couch, begging for mercy—only to be accused of 
assaulting the queen. 

“Will he force the queen also before me in the house?” 
(Esther 7:8) 

And so, Haman is hanged—on the very gallows he built for Mordecai. 

 

Chapters 8–10: Deliverance and Celebration 

Though Haman is dead, the decree still stands—it’s the law of the Medes and Persians, 
and cannot be revoked. 

So the king issues a new decree: the Jews may now defend themselves on the day of the 
attack. 

“Wherein the king granted the Jews… to stand for their life.” 
(Esther 8:11) 



And when that day comes, the Jews rise in unity and defeat their enemies. 

What began as a decree of destruction ends in deliverance. The Jewish people are 
preserved—through Persian law, through a silent God, and through unlikely heroes. 

Esther is honored. Mordecai is promoted. And the feast of Purim is established as a 
permanent reminder of God’s deliverance. 

 

Application: When God Seems Silent, He’s Still in Control 

The Book of Esther never mentions God by name—but His fingerprints are everywhere: 

• In Esther’s rise to the throne before the crisis, 

• In the king’s insomnia at the perfect moment, 

• In the reversal of Haman’s plan, and 

• In the preservation of the Jewish people under foreign rule. 

This speaks deeply to us today. 

1. God’s silence is not absence. 

There are seasons where God doesn’t send dreams or angels. Where the sky is quiet. But 
Esther teaches us: God works in whispers, coincidences, and timing. 

When God is silent, watch more closely—because He may be working in ways that require 
spiritual eyes to see. 

2. God places people before the problem. 

Esther didn’t become queen after the decree—she was already there. God often prepares 
solutions in advance. He raises up people, opens doors, and positions His servants before 
the battle ever begins. 

3. God uses imperfect leaders for His perfect plan. 

Xerxes wasn’t a godly king. He made rash decisions. He was easily manipulated. But even 
he was part of the plan. God used Persian authority to protect His people, just as He used 
Cyrus to free them. 

God doesn’t need righteous kings—He needs obedient saints and sovereign timing. 

 



Devotional Reflection: Where Is God in Your Story? 

We all walk through “Esther seasons.” Times where: 

• We don’t hear God’s voice, 

• We don’t feel His presence, 

• And we wonder if He’s still working. 

But like Mordecai said—who knows whether you are in your position for such a time as 
this? 

Whether it’s in your family, your job, your church, or your online influence—you may be the 
Esther in someone else’s story. You may be the one placed there to stand in the gap, to 
speak up, to move when no one else will. 

And you don’t need a burning bush to be useful. 

You just need to be willing. 

 

Conclusion: Providence Over Power 

The story of Xerxes, Esther, and Mordecai is not just about surviving persecution—it’s about 
trusting the sovereignty of God in silence. 

In a world filled with decrees, danger, and disorder, God’s plan still unfolds—quietly, 
faithfully, perfectly. 

Persia was the stage. Esther was the instrument. Mordecai was the voice. Xerxes was the 
authority. 

But God was the author. 

He wrote a story without signing His name on every page. And yet every chapter echoes His 
sovereignty. 

Let Esther remind us: 

Even when heaven is quiet… 
Even when the king signs the wrong law… 
Even when your people are targeted… 

God is still writing the ending. 

 



5 of 10: Persia & Iran: From Prophecy to Power – Artaxerxes and the Rebuilders: 
Nehemiah, Ezra, and the Persian Favor 
(Nehemiah 2 | Ezra 7) 
Theme: God can open the heart of a king for His purpose. 

 

Introduction: A New Chapter, A Familiar Hand 

By the time Artaxerxes sat on the throne of Persia, the empire was already the world’s most 
powerful. The age of Cyrus had passed, the days of Darius had brought consolidation, and 
the court intrigue of Xerxes had shown both Persia’s vulnerability and its reach. Yet the God 
of Israel was not finished with this empire. 

Persia remained the global power God would use not to oppress His people, but to 
empower them to rebuild. Under the reign of Artaxerxes I, we see the final wave of favor 
toward Jerusalem—the return of Nehemiah and Ezra, the rebuilding of the city and the 
reinstitution of spiritual leadership. And once again, it is a Persian king, foreign to Israel’s 
covenant, who becomes an instrument of restoration. 

This essay explores how God used Artaxerxes to give permission, protection, and provision 
to His people—how Nehemiah and Ezra carried out God’s will through Persian blessing—
and how this reminds us that the heart of a king is in the hand of the Lord. 

 

The Legacy of Artaxerxes: Who Was He? 

Artaxerxes I, also known as Artaxerxes Longimanus, was the son of Xerxes I (Ahasuerus) 
and ruled the Persian Empire from 465–424 BC. 

In historical records, Artaxerxes is often remembered as a stabilizing ruler, marked by 
diplomacy and infrastructure rather than conquest. But in the biblical record, his name is 
associated with two towering figures: Ezra the scribe and Nehemiah the governor. 

Each played a vital role in rebuilding what had been broken: 

• Ezra restored the law and worship. 

• Nehemiah rebuilt the walls and governance. 

Both had Persian support. Both returned to Jerusalem because of Artaxerxes’ favor. 

And both demonstrate that even when the world seems ruled by kings far from the 
covenant, God still governs from His throne. 



 

Ezra 7: The Scribe Sent by a King 

Ezra appears in the biblical timeline about 58 years after the events of Esther. The Jews 
have returned to the land under previous decrees (Cyrus, Darius), but Jerusalem is 
spiritually weak. The temple is standing, but the people have compromised. There is 
intermarriage, ignorance of the Law, and a lack of spiritual leadership. 

Ezra, a descendant of Aaron and a skilled scribe, is stirred by God to bring revival through 
the Word. But this revival needed royal approval. And so we find this: 

“This Ezra went up from Babylon… and the king granted him all his request, according to 
the hand of the Lord his God upon him.” 
(Ezra 7:6) 

Ezra didn’t stage a rebellion. He didn’t draft an army. He made a request—and the Persian 
king said yes. 

Why? 

Because God had opened the heart of Artaxerxes. 

This king, born into a pagan dynasty, writes a decree more favorable to Israel than some 
kings of Israel ever gave: 

“Artaxerxes, king of kings, unto Ezra the priest… Peace. And now, I make a decree…” 
(Ezra 7:12–13) 

He authorizes Ezra to: 

• Appoint judges, 

• Teach the Law of God, 

• Enforce obedience, 

• And receive whatever is needed from the king’s treasury. 

“Whatsoever is commanded by the God of heaven, let it be diligently done…” 
(Ezra 7:23) 

What kind of Gentile king talks like this? 

Only one whose heart has been stirred by the unseen hand of God. 

 



Nehemiah 2: The Cupbearer With a Burden 

Thirteen years after Ezra’s return, the city of Jerusalem was still vulnerable. The temple 
stood, but the walls were broken and the gates were burned. Without walls, the city had 
no defense, no dignity, and no secure identity. 

Nehemiah, a Jew in exile, held the high position of cupbearer to Artaxerxes—one of the 
most trusted roles in the court. Though surrounded by Persian luxury, Nehemiah’s heart 
was with Jerusalem. 

“When I heard… the wall of Jerusalem also is broken down, and the gates thereof are 
burned… I sat down and wept, and mourned… and prayed.” 
(Nehemiah 1:3–4) 

He prays for four months, then appears before the king—risking his life by showing sorrow 
in the royal presence. But again, God is already at work. 

Artaxerxes notices Nehemiah’s burden and asks: 

“Why is thy countenance sad…? This is nothing else but sorrow of heart.” 
(Nehemiah 2:2) 

Nehemiah responds with boldness: 

“If it please the king… send me unto Judah, unto the city of my fathers’ sepulchres, that I 
may build it.” 
(Nehemiah 2:5) 

And once again—the Persian king says yes. 

“So it pleased the king to send me… Moreover I said unto the king…” 
(Nehemiah 2:6–7) 

Nehemiah not only asks for permission, but also for timber, protection, and authority—
and he receives it all. 

The governor of a foreign land, the cupbearer of an empire, is sent to rebuild the broken 
walls of God’s city—with Persian letters in hand and Persian soldiers at his side. 

 

God Uses Artaxerxes to Supply the Rebuilders 

Between Ezra and Nehemiah, Artaxerxes: 

• Funds temple worship, 



• Grants legal authority to a Jewish scribe, 

• Sends a governor with military protection, 

• And enforces the Law of God with the authority of Persia. 

This was not a king who loved Israel. 
This was not a king who kept the Law. 
This was a king who, by divine orchestration, honored the God of Israel more than many 
of Israel’s own kings ever did. 

How? 

Because God can open the heart of a king for His purpose. 

 

The Spiritual Parallel: Building and Rebuilding 

Ezra and Nehemiah were both rebuilders: 

• Ezra rebuilt the soul of the nation through Scripture. 

• Nehemiah rebuilt the structure of the city through strategy. 

One taught the law. The other protected it. 

One stood at the pulpit. The other stood on the wall. 

Both were empowered by Persian favor, but driven by godly burden. 

Their partnership teaches us something essential: 

• Revival requires spiritual teaching (Ezra). 

• But it also requires physical structure and governance (Nehemiah). 

God is not only interested in the heart of the worshiper, but in the gates that protect 
them. He desires a people who are both holy and secure, both free and fortified. 

 

Application: God Can Open the Heart of a King 

It’s easy to become discouraged when we see ungodly leaders in high places. 

We ask: 

• How can God’s work continue under corrupt governments? 



• How can revival come in a culture of compromise? 

• How can broken walls be rebuilt when we’re under foreign rule? 

Ezra and Nehemiah answer those questions with clarity: 

God rules over kings. 

“The king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers of water: He turneth it 
whithersoever He will.” 
(Proverbs 21:1) 

If God can: 

• Move Cyrus to write a decree, 

• Stir Darius to fund the temple, 

• Humble Xerxes to preserve a queen, 

• And soften Artaxerxes to rebuild a city… 

…then He can move any president, prime minister, or governor today. 

We don’t need leaders to be saved for God to use them. 

We need believers to pray like Nehemiah, and preach like Ezra. 

 

Devotional Reflection: Burden Before the Breakthrough 

Nehemiah didn’t start with blueprints. He started with tears. 

Ezra didn’t begin with power. He began with a heart to know the Law. 

The favor of Artaxerxes was not won through manipulation or rebellion. It came after the 
men of God had fasted, mourned, and sought the Lord. 

This is how heaven moves in the courts of men: 

• Through the burdened intercessor. 

• Through the courageous reformer. 

• Through the scribe with the Word. 

• Through the cupbearer with a mission. 

You don’t need a crown to change a city. 



You need the favor of God, and He can place that favor even in the hands of a Persian 
king. 

 

Conclusion: Persian Favor, Providential Purpose 

Artaxerxes may have seen himself as the ruler of nations, but in truth, he was a servant in 
God’s unfolding plan. 

He opened gates, signed letters, and released men not for his own glory—but for the sake 
of a people chosen by God, and for a city that would one day welcome the Son of God. 

He never knew the fullness of what he was doing. 

But God did. 

Because every decree… every signature… every supply train from Susa to Jerusalem… 

…was building a stage for the Messiah to one day walk upon. 

Let us never forget: 

God does not need permission from governments to move. 
But sometimes, He moves through governments to fulfill His Word. 

And when that happens, it’s not the power of the throne that matters—it’s the power of the 
One who holds the heart of the king. 

 

 

6 of 10: Persia & Iran: From Prophecy to Power – Persia’s Role in Daniel’s Visions: The 
Ram and the He-Goat 
(Daniel 8) 
Theme: God reveals history before it happens. 

 

Introduction: Visions of the Future, Rooted in the Present 

When most people think of Daniel, they picture lion’s dens, fiery furnaces, or dreams of 
colossal statues. But by the time we reach Daniel chapter 8, we are ushered into a 
different level of prophecy—one that reads more like tomorrow’s newspaper than 
yesterday’s legend. This chapter isn't symbolic fluff or mystical allegory—it’s God’s 
precise breakdown of geopolitical power before it even unfolded. 



The key players? 
Media and Persia—represented by a ram with two horns. 
And Greece—represented by a he-goat with a prominent horn. 

Though Daniel was living under Babylonian rule when he received this vision, the message 
was clear: Babylon would fall, and a dual empire—Media and Persia—would rise. But 
that, too, would eventually be crushed by another kingdom from the west. 

To skeptics, Daniel 8 is uncomfortable. It’s too accurate, too detailed. But to those who 
know the Lord, it is a reminder: God not only controls history—He reveals it before it 
happens. 

This essay will explore: 

• The prophetic symbols in Daniel 8, 

• The historical fulfillment through Persia and Greece, 

• And the sobering truth that God does not guess—He declares. 

 

Daniel 8: Context and Setting 

“In the third year of the reign of King Belshazzar a vision appeared unto me, even unto me 
Daniel…” 
(Daniel 8:1) 

This vision comes during the twilight of Babylon’s reign, about two years after the vision 
of Daniel 7. Though Babylon still sat on the throne of power, the winds of change were 
beginning to blow. Belshazzar, grandson of Nebuchadnezzar, ruled with pride, but Daniel 
was already being shown what was coming next. 

He sees himself in Shushan, a major Persian city, though in reality he was still in Babylon. 
God was already turning his attention eastward, to the next kingdom. 

 

The Ram with Two Horns: Media and Persia 

“Then I lifted up mine eyes, and saw, and, behold, there stood before the river a ram which 
had two horns: and the two horns were high; but one was higher than the other, and the 
higher came up last.” 
(Daniel 8:3) 

We don’t need to speculate on the identity of this ram—Daniel is told plainly: 



“The ram which thou sawest having two horns are the kings of Media and Persia.” 
(Daniel 8:20) 

The two horns represent the dual kingdom that would overthrow Babylon: 

• Media was the initial dominant force, 

• But Persia, rising afterward, became the stronger power—"the higher horn that 
came up last." 

This perfectly fits Cyrus the Great’s rise. Originally, the Medes and Persians were separate 
groups. Cyrus united them—but Persia quickly became dominant, absorbing the Median 
identity. 

The ram’s actions are described as powerful and unchallenged: 

“I saw the ram pushing westward, and northward, and southward; so that no beasts might 
stand before him…” 
(Daniel 8:4) 

Historically, Persia expanded: 

• Westward into Lydia and Asia Minor, 

• Northward into Armenia and the Caucasus, 

• Southward into Egypt and beyond. 

For a time, no one could resist Persian power. 

But that wouldn’t last. 

 

The He-Goat from the West: The Rise of Greece 

“And as I was considering, behold, an he goat came from the west on the face of the 
whole earth, and touched not the ground…” 
(Daniel 8:5) 

The goat is none other than Greece. Again, Daniel is told directly: 

“And the rough goat is the king of Grecia: and the great horn that is between his eyes is the 
first king.” 
(Daniel 8:21) 

This refers unmistakably to Alexander the Great. 



Note the imagery: 

• The goat flies across the earth, “not touching the ground”—symbolizing the speed 
of his conquest. 

• The great horn signifies a singular, dominant ruler—Alexander himself. 

“And he came to the ram that had two horns… and ran unto him in the fury of his power.” 
(Daniel 8:6) 

History confirms it: 

• In 334 BC, Alexander began his campaign against Persia. 

• In less than a decade, he defeated Darius III, crushed the Persian empire, and 
established Greek supremacy. 

• His military tactics, speed, and reach were unparalleled. 

Daniel saw it 200 years before it happened. 

 

The Broken Horn and the Four Kingdoms 

“The great horn was broken; and for it came up four notable ones toward the four winds of 
heaven.” 
(Daniel 8:8) 

Alexander’s reign was fast and furious—but also short. He died in 323 BC at age 32. After 
his death, his empire did not pass to a successor, but split into four parts, ruled by his 
generals: 

1. Cassander – ruled Macedonia and Greece, 

2. Lysimachus – ruled Thrace and Asia Minor, 

3. Seleucus – ruled Syria and Mesopotamia, 

4. Ptolemy – ruled Egypt. 

Again—Daniel saw it centuries before it happened. 

“Now that being broken, whereas four stood up for it, four kingdoms shall stand up out of 
the nation, but not in his power.” 
(Daniel 8:22) 



These four kingdoms never matched the glory or unity of Alexander’s empire, just as 
prophesied. 

 

Why Persia? Why Greece? God’s Sovereign Timeline 

To the modern mind, it may seem odd that the Bible would devote so much prophecy to 
secular empires. But in God's timeline, every empire is a backdrop for His redemptive 
plan. 

• Babylon: A tool of judgment for Israel’s idolatry. 

• Persia: A tool of restoration—Cyrus and Artaxerxes allowed rebuilding. 

• Greece: Brought a common language, setting the stage for the New Testament to 
spread rapidly across the known world. 

God doesn’t just predict empires—He uses them. 

And that’s the point of Daniel 8: 

God is not surprised by world history. 
He is the author of it. 

 

The Little Horn: A Dual Fulfillment? 

Later in Daniel 8, attention shifts to a "little horn" that arises from one of the four 
kingdoms: 

“Out of one of them came forth a little horn, which waxed exceeding great…” 
(Daniel 8:9) 

Many scholars see this as Antiochus Epiphanes, a Seleucid ruler who viciously 
persecuted the Jews, desecrated the temple, and banned sacrifices. 

This interpretation is solid—historically and prophetically. But many also see in this figure 
a type of Antichrist, someone who foreshadows the final abomination of desolation 
spoken of by Jesus (Matthew 24:15). 

So Daniel 8 serves two roles: 

1. Immediate prophecy about Persia and Greece. 

2. Foreshadowing of end-time events. 



This is how biblical prophecy often works—layered fulfillments: 

• A near-term historical fulfillment (Antiochus), 

• A long-term eschatological fulfillment (Antichrist). 

Persia's role in this vision? 
It’s the bridge between Babylon and Greece. 
A golden empire giving way to brass and then to iron. 

And behind it all—God’s hand is writing history. 

 

Application: God Reveals History Before It Happens 

Let’s take a moment and consider what this vision teaches us in today’s chaotic world. 

1. God speaks with precision. 
Daniel’s prophecy isn’t vague—it names the empires, describes their traits, predicts 
their conquests, and even foresees their collapse. 

2. History is not random. 
Persia didn’t rise by accident. Greece didn’t win by luck. God was moving kings, 
empires, and armies to prepare the world for the coming of Christ. 

3. God’s Word is reliable. 
If Daniel could foresee Persia’s rise and Greece’s fall with such accuracy, why would 
we doubt the rest of Scripture? Prophecies still to come—about Christ’s return, the 
resurrection, the judgment—are just as certain. 

4. God is sovereign over the nations. 
Whether it’s ancient Persia or modern Iran, the same principle holds: 

“The Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will.” (Daniel 
4:17) 

 

Devotional Reflection: Do You Trust the Author of History? 

When you read the headlines today, what do you feel? 

• Confusion? 

• Fear? 



• Anxiety? 

What Daniel 8 offers you is something greater: Confidence. 

Confidence that God knows what’s happening. 
Confidence that nothing surprises Him. 
Confidence that your life is unfolding under the eyes of the One who already wrote the final 
chapter. 

Persia rose. Greece crushed it. 
Alexander rose. Alexander died. 
Four generals split the world. 
And through it all, God’s people were preserved. 

If He can do that for them… 
He can do it for you. 

 

Conclusion: The Ram, the Goat, and the God Behind It All 

Daniel’s vision of the ram and the he-goat is more than ancient imagery—it’s a revelation 
of divine sovereignty. 

• Persia, in all its glory, was just a ram with two horns. 

• Greece, in all its speed, was just a goat with one. 

• And God, in His wisdom, was writing it all down before it happened. 

Let this truth settle in your heart: 

God is not reacting to history. 
God is revealing it. 

So when you see Persia—ancient or modern—on the world stage, don’t panic. 
Remember Daniel 8. 

The same God who ruled then… 
Still rules now. 
And He’s already shown us how it ends. 

 

 



7 of 10: Persia & Iran – From Prophecy to Power 
Persia’s Place in End-Times Prophecy – Gog and Magog’s Ally 
(Ezekiel 38:5) 

 

Introduction: When Nations Align with Prophecy 

In the swirling confusion of modern Middle Eastern politics, Iran consistently grabs 
headlines—its nuclear ambitions, its alliances, and its rhetoric against Israel. But long 
before CNN or global think tanks issued a word, the Word of God spoke clearly. Persia—
modern-day Iran—was already named in a divine lineup of nations that will rise against 
Israel in the last days. 

In Ezekiel 38, the Lord outlines a confederation of countries that will attack Israel in a 
cataclysmic end-times war. Among these is “Persia,” listed specifically by name. When 
Ezekiel penned this prophecy, Persia was a rising empire. Today, it’s a modern nation with 
ancient roots, fully aligned with the enemies of Israel and actively engaged in regional 
dominance. 

This essay unpacks: 

• What Ezekiel’s prophecy says about Persia (Iran), 

• How Iran’s modern behavior echoes the biblical forecast, 

• And what believers can draw from watching prophecy unfold in real time. 

 

The Prophecy of Ezekiel 38: Setting the Stage 

“And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against thee, O Gog, the chief prince of 
Meshech and Tubal: And I will turn thee back... Persia, Ethiopia, and Libya with them…” 
—Ezekiel 38:3, 5 

Ezekiel 38 and 39 describe a coalition of nations that will form in the “latter years” and 
launch a massive invasion against the land of Israel, a land said to be: 

• Brought back from the sword, 

• Inhabited by people gathered from many nations, 

• Dwelling safely and at rest. 



These criteria could only describe modern Israel, regathered in 1948 after nearly 2,000 
years of diaspora. The timing is unmistakable: this war is future, post-regathering, and 
points toward the tribulation period when God will intervene supernaturally. 

Among the attackers is Persia—the ancient name God intentionally used, even though by 
Ezekiel’s time it was a rising but not yet dominant power. 

 

Who is Gog? And Where Is Magog? 

Before exploring Persia’s role, let’s clarify the key figures in the passage. 

• Gog: Likely a title, like "czar" or "caliph"—a leader of a confederation. 

• Magog: Often associated with the northern regions, possibly Russia or central 
Asia. 

• Meshech and Tubal: Linked to modern Turkey or nearby regions. 

• Persia: No speculation needed—this is Iran. 

The prophet lists other nations: 

• Ethiopia (Cush) – modern Sudan or parts of East Africa. 

• Libya (Put) – North Africa. 

• Gomer and Togarmah – linked to Turkey and the Caucasus region. 

Together, this alliance converges against Israel. 

 

Persia’s Role in the Attack Against Israel 

“Persia, Ethiopia, and Libya with them; all of them with shield and helmet.” 
—Ezekiel 38:5 

Notice: 

• Persia is named first among the allies—highlighting its prominent role. 

• The verse implies military readiness (“shield and helmet”)—Persia is not a 
bystander; it's a key aggressor. 

Iran today fits this description more perfectly than any other nation in that list: 

• It is militarized. 



• It is hostile toward Israel. 

• It is aligned with Russia and Turkey, just as Ezekiel said. 

 

From Ancient Persia to Modern Iran 

Iran wasn’t always hostile to Israel. In fact: 

• Under Cyrus the Great, Persia freed the Jews from Babylon. 

• In the 20th century, under the Shah, Iran had friendly ties with Israel and the West. 

But in 1979, that changed. 

The Islamic Revolution transformed Iran into a theocratic regime, hostile toward the 
West and especially Israel. The Ayatollah Khomeini declared Israel the “Little Satan” and 
the U.S. the “Great Satan.” Since then: 

• Iran has funded Hezbollah, Hamas, and other anti-Israel terror groups. 

• It has pursued nuclear weapons. 

• It routinely calls for the destruction of Israel. 

In short, Iran has become Persia in Ezekiel 38—militarized, emboldened, and aligned for 
war. 

 

Alignment with Russia and Turkey: Coincidence or Fulfillment? 

The two other major players in Ezekiel 38—Magog and Meshech—are most often identified 
with Russia and Turkey. Historically, these nations had little alignment with Iran. They were 
religiously different (Orthodox Christianity, Sunni Islam vs. Shia Iran) and politically 
separate. 

But today? 

• Russia and Iran are close military and economic allies. 

• Both support Bashar al-Assad in Syria. 

• Turkey (under Erdogan) is drifting away from the West and toward Islamic 
authoritarianism. 



• Iran, Russia, and Turkey have held joint summits, military exercises, and shared 
goals in Syria. 

Never in history have these three powers aligned so clearly. 

This alignment is not just geopolitical—it’s prophetic. 

 

The “Hooks in the Jaw”: Why Will They Invade? 

“I will put hooks into thy jaws, and I will bring thee forth...” 
—Ezekiel 38:4 

God declares that He will draw this alliance toward Israel. Why? 

Some speculate: 

• Natural resources (Israel’s gas fields), 

• Strategic positioning, 

• Religious hatred. 

Iran has a long-standing ideology of wiping out the Jewish state. Combined with economic 
turmoil, anti-Western fervor, and growing military power, the conditions are ripe. 

But Ezekiel makes clear: God is behind it. 
He is not the author of evil, but He is the sovereign hand directing history, even through 
rebellion. 

Just as He stirred Pharaoh and Nebuchadnezzar, He will draw Gog and his allies to Israel 
for their own judgment. 

 

Divine Intervention: How the War Ends 

“And it shall come to pass at the same time when Gog shall come against the land of 
Israel... that my fury shall come up in my face.” 
—Ezekiel 38:18 

God Himself intervenes: 

• Earthquakes, plagues, hailstones, fire, and brimstone will devastate the 
attackers. 

• They will turn on each other in confusion. 



• Five out of six invaders will die (Ezekiel 39:2). 

• It will take seven months to bury the dead (Ezekiel 39:12). 

This is not a war Israel wins by military genius—it is a miraculous deliverance that forces 
the world to acknowledge God's hand. 

“And the heathen shall know that I am the LORD, the Holy One in Israel.” 
—Ezekiel 39:7 

 

Is the Stage Already Set? 

Let’s pause and ask: is this war imminent? 

While no one can set dates, we can observe the pieces falling into place: 

• Israel is back in the land. 

• Russia, Iran, and Turkey are aligned. 

• The world is increasingly hostile toward Israel. 

• Iran (Persia) is growing bolder, richer, and more militarized. 

• Western influence is shrinking in the Middle East. 

In the spiritual realm, the winds are shifting. 

We are witnessing preparation, not coincidence. 

 

Application: Alignments in the News Echo the Bible 

Many Christians ask, “Why study prophecy?” 
The better question is: How can we not? 

Bible prophecy is not meant to cause fear—it is designed to build faith. 

As you scroll headlines, here’s how to respond: 

1. Be Watchful, Not Fearful 
Jesus told us to “watch” and “be ready” (Matthew 24:42). 
But He never told us to panic. God’s plan is unfolding. 



2. Trust God’s Word 
If the Bible was right about Persia’s rise, and Greece’s conquests (Daniel 8), it’s also 
right about Iran’s alignment in the last days. 

3. Live with Urgency 
The signs around us say: Time is short. 
It’s time to evangelize. Time to disciple. Time to let go of petty distractions and serve 
the King. 

4. Pray for Israel and the Lost 
Romans 10:1—Paul’s heart desire was for Israel to be saved. 
So should ours be. Pray for Israel. Pray for Iran. 
God can still reach souls behind enemy lines. 

5. Remember Who Wins 
The war of Ezekiel 38–39 ends with God’s supernatural victory. 
The story isn’t about how strong Israel is—it’s about how faithful God is. 

 

Devotional Thought: The God Who Names Nations 

Think about it. 

Over 2,600 years ago, God named Iran by name. 
He saw through the veil of time. 
He saw its revolution in 1979, its nuclear ambitions, its alliances. 
He saw the terror groups, the threats, the speeches at the UN. 

And He said: “Persia... with them.” 

He also said: “I will judge them. I will be sanctified in their eyes.” 

If God knows Persia’s path, He knows yours. 
If He directs empires, He can direct your next step. 
If He defeats Gog’s army, He can handle your battle. 

So take heart. 

The world may rage, but the One who wrote Ezekiel 38… still sits on the throne. 

 

Conclusion: Persia’s Future, God’s Faithfulness 



In the end, Iran will play its role in a prophecy far older than its modern regime. 
Persia, once a friend to the Jews (under Cyrus), will become their enemy again. 
But as always, God will use that enmity to magnify His own name. 

Ezekiel’s vision is sobering. But it’s also hope-filled. 

It reminds us: 

• God controls history. 

• God reveals truth before it happens. 

• And no alliance, no weapon, no plan will ever succeed against His people or His 
promise. 

“No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper…” 
—Isaiah 54:17 

In the days ahead, we may see Iran in the headlines. 
We may see threats, missiles, alliances. 
But we will also see Scripture confirmed—and God glorified. 

Because Persia has a place in prophecy. 
But God has a plan for eternity. 

And He always wins. 

 

 

8 of 10: Persia & Iran: From Prophecy to Power – Persia and Spiritual Warfare: The 
Prince of Persia 
(Daniel 10:13–20) 
Theme: World events have spiritual roots. 

 

Introduction: When the Battle Is Beyond What We Can See 

If there’s one passage in the Bible that peels back the curtain between the visible and 
invisible realms, it is Daniel 10. Here we’re given a rare glimpse into the unseen warfare 
that takes place behind nations, kings, and global politics. 

Daniel wasn’t just praying for wisdom—he was fasting, mourning, and seeking 
understanding. And when his answer was delayed, it wasn’t because God ignored him. It 



was because a demonic entity called “the prince of Persia” resisted the angel sent to 
deliver the message. 

Let that sink in. 

Behind the rising and falling of empires… 
Behind the Persian kings Cyrus and Darius… 
Behind international coalitions and historical power shifts… 

There is a war in the heavens. 

This chapter forces us to acknowledge that not all opposition is physical. 
Some of it is spiritual. 
And Persia—then and now—has a spiritual force influencing its direction. 

This essay will walk through Daniel 10:13–20 to explore: 

• What and who the “Prince of Persia” is, 

• How this affects our view of history and world affairs, 

• And how Christians today should live with eyes wide open to this invisible 
battlefield. 

 

Daniel’s Fast and the Delay in Answered Prayer 

Daniel chapter 10 opens with the prophet mourning for three full weeks. 

“In those days I Daniel was mourning three full weeks. I ate no pleasant bread…” 
(Daniel 10:2–3) 

This wasn’t a casual prayer before bedtime. 
It was agonizing intercession—a heart cry for understanding, triggered by a vision he had 
received concerning a “great conflict” yet to come (v. 1). 

But despite Daniel’s fervency, no answer arrived… for 21 days. 

Finally, on the 24th day, an angelic being appears to him—radiant, powerful, and terrifying. 
Daniel collapses, trembling. The angel reassures him: 

“Fear not, Daniel: for from the first day that thou didst set thine heart to understand… thy 
words were heard, and I am come for thy words.” 
(Daniel 10:12) 

This is vital: 



• God heard Daniel’s prayer on day one. 

• But the answer was delayed by demonic resistance. 

 

The Prince of Persia: More Than Just a Man 

“But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days: but, lo, 
Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me…” 
(Daniel 10:13) 

This is one of the most pivotal spiritual warfare passages in Scripture. 
Let’s unpack what this means. 

• The “Prince of Persia” is not Cyrus, Darius, or any human ruler. 

• He is a demonic principality—a spiritual power ruling over the Persian empire. 

• This fallen being had the strength and authority to withstand an angel from heaven 
for 21 days. 

The angel needed backup. 

And the one who came to help? Michael, the archangel—“one of the chief princes,” and 
the one who defends Israel (Daniel 12:1). 

This means that over ancient Persia, there was a real demonic overlord coordinating 
resistance against God’s messengers. 

We might call him: 

• A territorial spirit, 

• A principality of darkness, 

• A fallen angel with governmental influence. 

Whatever his exact nature, the lesson is unmistakable: 
Nations have spiritual rulers behind them. 

 

A Glimpse into a Hidden War Zone 

In Daniel 10, we see spiritual dynamics that affect: 

• The timing of answered prayers, 



• The opposition of nations to God’s purposes, 

• The conflict between demonic and angelic forces on a global scale. 

The angel didn’t just mention Persia. He added this: 

“And when I am gone forth, lo, the prince of Grecia shall come.” 
(Daniel 10:20) 

In other words: 

• After Persia, Greece would rise. 

• And a demonic spirit would preside over it too. 

This proves that empires rise and fall, not just due to military strength or political power, 
but often because of what is happening in the spiritual realm. 

We live in a physical world, but we are part of a spiritual war. 

“For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, powers, the rulers 
of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.” 
(Ephesians 6:12) 

 

Persia’s Spiritual Legacy: From Then to Now 

When we consider modern-day Iran—the continuation of ancient Persia—there are striking 
spiritual parallels: 

• Iran consistently opposes Israel, God's chosen nation. 

• Its leadership is often governed by anti-Christian and anti-Semitic ideology. 

• Its alliances (Ezekiel 38) appear to set the stage for future prophecy. 

Is it possible that the same demonic principality who resisted God’s angels in Daniel 10 is 
still at work today? 

We cannot say for certain. But we can say this: 

Spiritual powers don’t die of old age. 

While human empires rise and fall, demonic strongholds often remain over regions for 
generations—unless displaced by prayer, gospel preaching, or divine intervention. 

 



Key Takeaways from Daniel 10 

1. God hears prayer immediately—but answers may be delayed by resistance. 

Don’t mistake silence for indifference. 
Daniel’s prayer was heard on day one, but it took 21 days to reach him. 

If Daniel, one of the godliest men in the Bible, experienced delays because of spiritual 
warfare, we should not be surprised when our answers are slow to arrive. 

2. Some of the greatest battles are fought where no one sees them. 

The angel wasn’t fighting a king—he was fighting an invisible force. 
The real war wasn’t in Babylon or Persia—it was in the heavens. 

We’re reminded that prayer isn’t just communication—it’s combat. 

“The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” (James 5:16) 

3. There are spiritual forces behind governments and cultures. 

The prince of Persia, the prince of Grecia—both were demonic rulers operating behind 
national curtains. 

In today’s terms, it means: 

• The anti-Christian hostility in some regimes, 

• The global push toward godlessness, 

• The censorship of the gospel— 

These aren’t just political trends. 
They’re signs of spiritual resistance. 

 

Devotional Application: Fighting the Right Battle 

Many believers spend their time fighting flesh and blood battles: 

• Political arguments, 

• Online debates, 

• Cultural frustrations. 

But Daniel 10 reminds us: 



The real enemy isn’t in Washington, Tehran, or Moscow. 
It’s in the unseen realm. 

So how do we fight? 

- With prayer. 

Daniel didn’t organize a rebellion. He prayed—fervently, sacrificially, consistently. 

- With the Word. 

Jesus defeated Satan in the wilderness with Scripture. The sword of the Spirit is the only 
offensive weapon in the armor of God (Ephesians 6:17). 

- With endurance. 

Daniel prayed for 21 days before breakthrough came. Most people quit after one. 

“Be not weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.” (Galatians 6:9) 

 

Persia, Principalities, and the Gospel of Peace 

The most powerful weapon against spiritual wickedness isn’t missiles or policies—it’s the 
gospel. 

Every time a soul turns from darkness to light, the kingdom of Satan suffers loss. 

That’s why nations like Iran fear Bibles more than bombs. 

Reports of underground churches, secret baptisms, and miraculous visions of Christ in Iran 
are common. 
Despite intense persecution, God is winning hearts inside Persia once again. 

This is the same Persia that once resisted God’s angels—yet God is still not done with 
them. 

“The light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.” (John 1:5) 

 

Conclusion: You Are in the Middle of a War 

Whether you realize it or not, you’re in the same war that Daniel was part of: 

• A cosmic battle between angels and demons, 

• Between light and darkness, 



• Between truth and deception. 

But here’s the good news: 
The victory is already written. 

“The God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly.” (Romans 16:20) 

So as you watch the news… 
As you see tensions rise in Persia (Iran)… 
As you wonder why some prayers take so long… 

Remember: 

There’s more going on than you see. 
But the Lord of Hosts sees it all. 
And He is still in control. 

 

 

9 of 10: Persia & Iran: From Prophecy to Power – Persia and the 400 Silent Years: Power 
Shifts and Prophetic Silence 
(Between Malachi and Matthew) 

 

Introduction: When God Seems Silent 

There is a stretch of history between the last words of Malachi and the opening line of 
Matthew that spans approximately 400 years—a period known as the Intertestamental 
Period or, as many call it, the 400 Silent Years. During this time, no recognized prophet 
spoke to Israel. No new books of the Bible were written. No open revelation came from 
heaven. 

But silence is not the same as absence. 

God may have seemed quiet, but He was never inactive. 

This period was marked by tremendous geopolitical change, religious development, and 
spiritual preparation. And at the heart of it, especially in the early part of that silence, 
stood Persia—still holding power, even as the world gradually shifted toward Greece and 
Rome. 

Persia’s presence fades from the pages of Scripture after Nehemiah and Malachi, but its 
influence continues behind the scenes. Before the baton is passed to Alexander the 



Great, Persia plays a crucial role in preserving the Jewish people, their identity, and their 
land, all of which laid the groundwork for the coming Messiah. 

In this essay, we will: 

• Explore the twilight years of Persian influence. 

• Understand the prophetic silence and its meaning. 

• See how God was still working, even when He seemed quiet. 

 

Persia’s Final Biblical Mentions: Ezra, Nehemiah, and Malachi 

Persia first enters biblical prophecy through Isaiah, then comes alive during the exile and 
post-exile period through Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther. 

• Cyrus the Great is named by Isaiah long before his birth and fulfills prophecy by 
releasing the Jews to rebuild the temple (Isaiah 44–45; Ezra 1). 

• Darius and Artaxerxes continue supporting the rebuilding of Jerusalem’s walls and 
religious life. 

• Esther’s influence in Persia preserves the Jewish race from extermination. 

• Nehemiah’s leadership under Artaxerxes restores the political and spiritual 
structure of the city. 

Finally, we arrive at Malachi, the last prophetic voice of the Old Testament, likely written 
around 430–420 BC, still during the reign of the Persian Empire. 

Malachi rebukes the priests, calls for genuine worship, and prophesies of a coming 
messenger who would prepare the way for the Lord (Malachi 3:1). 

And then… silence. 

 

Historical Bridge: From Persia to Greece 

Persia’s empire did not collapse overnight. After Artaxerxes, internal corruption and 
external weakness eroded its strength. The Medo-Persian dynasty continued but began to 
decline through: 

• Political instability and infighting. 

• Declining military dominance. 



• Rising tensions with the Greeks. 

Then came Alexander the Great. In 331 BC, he defeated the Persians at the Battle of 
Gaugamela, fulfilling the prophecy seen in Daniel 8—the he-goat (Greece) defeating the 
ram (Media-Persia). 

“And I saw him come close unto the ram, and he was moved with choler against him, and 
smote the ram… and there was none that could deliver the ram out of his hand.” 
(Daniel 8:7) 

Though the Bible is silent during this time, the world stage was being rearranged: 

• Persian dominance gave way to Greek culture (Hellenism). 

• The Jewish people, once under Persian tolerance, would now experience new 
pressures under Greek rule. 

But in all of this, God was still moving chess pieces on the board. 

 

The 400 Silent Years: What Really Happened? 

Many call it “silent” because God didn’t raise up a prophet. But the heavens weren’t asleep. 
In fact, this was one of the most intensely active eras in world history. 

Here’s what unfolded: 

1. Political Transitions 

• Persia’s decline leads to Greek ascendancy under Alexander. 

• After Alexander’s death, his empire splits between generals—eventually leading to 
the Seleucid and Ptolemaic kingdoms. 

• Judea ends up caught between the Seleucids in Syria and the Ptolemies in Egypt. 

2. Rise of Religious Sects 

During Persian rule, Judaism was relatively intact, centered around temple worship and 
the Law. But during the silent years: 

• The Pharisees emerged: champions of the oral law and separatist holiness. 

• The Sadducees emerged: aristocratic, temple-focused, more Hellenized. 

• The Essenes withdrew: focused on purity and apocalyptic expectations. 



• The Zealots arose: political revolutionaries, awaiting a Messiah of war. 

This fractured religious landscape was not birthed during biblical silence—but developed 
in it. 

3. Cultural Shifts 

• Hellenism spread rapidly, influencing language, philosophy, and customs. 

• The Septuagint (Greek translation of the Old Testament) was created in Egypt during 
this time—a powerful tool that would prepare Gentiles to understand Jewish 
Scripture. 

Even though God didn’t speak audibly during this time, He was setting the stage for the 
Gospel to explode in a world: 

• United under one language (Greek), 

• With Roman infrastructure, 

• And spiritual hunger across Jewish and Gentile populations. 

 

God’s Silent Preparation 

Sometimes, silence is God's strategy, not His absence. 

Let’s consider three applications: 

1. God prepares in silence what will be shouted later. 

The Jewish people were purified, preserved, and positioned. 

Despite persecution under Antiochus Epiphanes and cultural pressure, the Hebrew 
Scriptures remained intact. Messianic hopes grew stronger. When Jesus came, He 
entered a world ready for Him—even though they didn’t fully understand what kind of 
Messiah He would be. 

“But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son…” 
(Galatians 4:4) 

2. Silence is often followed by the greatest revelation. 

400 years of silence ended not with a whisper, but with a voice crying in the wilderness—
John the Baptist. Then came the Living Word Himself: Jesus Christ. 



We often want God to speak in every season, but sometimes He works in stillness, letting 
faith grow roots. 

3. God’s hand moves in history even when prophecy pauses. 

Though prophecy paused after Malachi, Daniel’s earlier visions were still unfolding. God 
had already written the script. He didn’t need to add more prophecy—He was fulfilling the 
ones already given. 

 

Persia’s Lasting Legacy in the Silent Years 

Even though Persia vanishes from the pages of Scripture, its influence endured in several 
key ways: 

A. Religious Tolerance 

Persia’s policy of allowing Jews to rebuild their temple and live according to their laws kept 
Judaism alive, even under foreign rule. 

B. Cultural Preservation 

The Jews maintained their religious identity under Persian rule far better than under later 
Hellenistic regimes. It was Persia that enabled the rebuilding of Jerusalem, which would 
stand ready for the coming of the Christ. 

C. God’s Strategy through Empires 

Persia was the last empire under which the Jewish nation had a favorable position 
before a long period of oppression. God’s timing was precise. He used Persia to buy time, 
so His people could prepare. 

 

Devotional Reflection: What Should We Do When God is Silent? 

We often equate God’s silence with His disapproval or distance. But Persia teaches us 
otherwise. 

When God is silent: 

• He is still working. 

• He is still fulfilling His promises. 

• He is still preserving His people. 



During those 400 years, generations were born, lived, and died—never hearing a prophet, 
never seeing a miracle, never knowing the Messiah. But their faithfulness kept the flame 
alive. 

If you’re in a season where heaven feels quiet: 

• Keep building like Nehemiah. 

• Keep worshiping like Ezra. 

• Keep trusting like Daniel. 

• Keep watching like Esther. 

God is never idle, even when He appears inactive. 

 

Conclusion: Persia’s Fade and God’s Faithfulness 

Persia fades into history, replaced by Greece and then Rome. The Bible’s narrative goes 
quiet. But in the silence, God is composing a symphony. 

By the time Matthew opens, the lineage of Christ is in place, the temple stands, the 
Scriptures are translated, and the hearts of people are waiting. 

The “silent years” weren’t silent at all. They were pregnant with purpose. 

Persia had been used. Greece had risen. Rome was expanding. And through it all, God had 
orchestrated the perfect moment for the Word to become flesh. 

"He that hath an ear, let him hear…" 
(Revelation 2:7) 

Even in silence—listen. 
God is still speaking… just not always in the way we expect. 

 

 

10 of 10: Persia & Iran – From Prophecy to Power 
Lessons from Persia – God’s Dominion over Nations 
(Summary and Devotional Reflection) 

 

Introduction: The Rise and Fall of Nations—But Not of God 



From Babylon to Persia, from Greece to Rome, and from ancient empires to modern 
headlines, one truth remains: God rules in the kingdom of men. 

Persia—once a shimmering empire of culture, wealth, and global dominance—is today 
called Iran, a nation cloaked in controversy, tension, and spiritual darkness. But the 
ancient fingerprints of God on Persia’s history cannot be erased, and they leave us with this 
undeniable truth: 

Nations rise and fall, but God remains. 

This final installment in the “Persia & Iran: From Prophecy to Power” series is not just a 
summary. It is a call to recognize the sovereignty of God, the fragility of empires, and the 
faithful thread of divine orchestration through history—even today. 

Persia stood tall, fell hard, and still echoes into modern events. What does that teach us? 
More than we might think. 

 

Persia’s Biblical Arc: From Pagan Empire to Divine Tool 

Let’s retrace the divine arc of Persia in the Bible: 

1. Called Before Birth (Isaiah 44:28–45:1) 

God named Cyrus, Persia’s future king, long before he was born—declaring him as the 
shepherd who would rebuild Jerusalem. 

“Thus saith the LORD… that saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd…” (Isaiah 44:28) 

Persia’s role was not incidental—it was foretold. 

2. God’s Vessel for Deliverance (Ezra 1:1–4) 

Cyrus decrees the return of the Jews and the rebuilding of the Temple. The might of Persia 
bows before the purpose of God. 

3. Supporting the Rebuilders (Nehemiah 2, Ezra 7) 

Persian kings continue to fund, protect, and empower God’s people—even without 
knowing Him. 

4. In the Shadows of Esther (Book of Esther) 

God, though unnamed, orchestrates salvation for His people through events in the Persian 
court. Persia becomes the backdrop for one of the Bible’s most dramatic displays of divine 
providence. 



5. In the Prophetic Visions (Daniel 8, 10) 

Persia becomes a key figure in Daniel’s visions—portrayed as a ram with two horns and 
spiritually represented by the Prince of Persia, a demonic principality opposing angelic 
messengers. 

6. In the Last Days (Ezekiel 38:5) 

Persia appears once more in end-times prophecy—this time as an ally of Gog in a coalition 
that invades Israel. Persia’s future is not yet fully fulfilled. 

From beginning to end, God’s fingerprints are all over Persia. 

 

Persia Was a Tool, Not a Throne 

Persia reminds us that nations are not the main characters in God's story—God is. 

Even the most powerful empires serve only as instruments in His hand. 

“The king’s heart is in the hand of the LORD… he turneth it whithersoever he will.” (Proverbs 
21:1) 

The Persians did not worship the God of Israel. Their religion (Zoroastrianism) was a mix of 
dualism, mysticism, and sun worship. And yet God used them, guided them, and 
accomplished prophecy through them. 

This echoes a truth that should bring comfort today: God can use anyone and anything—
even unbelievers, even hostile regimes—for His glory. 

 

Devotional Reflection: When Nations Rage, God Still Reigns 

We live in a time of global instability, political confusion, and media-induced fear. Iran 
is regularly in the news—often as a threat, a defiant rogue nation, a puppet of greater 
powers, or a brewing powder keg. Its regime promotes anti-Israel rhetoric, funds proxies, 
and makes headlines for nuclear ambitions. 

But before we view Iran as merely a threat on the map, we must remember who sits on the 
throne of eternity. 

God has not been dethroned. 

Persia’s fall did not shock God. Neither will Iran’s rise. 



Consider these devotional truths drawn from Persia’s story: 

 

1. No Nation is Too Pagan for God to Use 

Cyrus was a pagan king, raised in a culture of idol worship, and yet he fulfilled Isaiah’s 
prophecy to the letter. 

Modern application: We must never underestimate God’s ability to use today’s leaders, 
even those who reject Him, for purposes that serve His kingdom. 

Don’t let media narratives make you forget that God is not on the defensive. He is not 
surprised by regimes, alliances, or agendas. He is orchestrating the ages. 

 

2. Empires Collapse—God Remains 

Persia was once the most feared and respected power on earth. Its cities glittered with 
wealth. Its armies crushed opposition. But where is it now? 

• The glory of Persepolis is in ruins. 

• The language of empire is no longer spoken. 

• The culture of dominance has faded into dust. 

But God’s Word remains. 

“Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.” (Matthew 24:35) 

The endurance of God's truth outlives every regime. 

 

3. The Spirit World is at War 

In Daniel 10, we see a stunning glimpse behind the veil: a demonic prince of Persia delays 
an angel sent to answer Daniel’s prayer. 

This reveals a hidden truth—geopolitical struggles have spiritual roots. 

Today, the battle for Iran is not just over nuclear power—it’s a spiritual war. Souls hang in 
the balance. The darkness in that region is not just political—it’s demonic. 

But God is stronger. 



The Gospel is still spreading—even underground in Iran. There are reports of house 
churches, conversions, and dreams of Jesus among the Muslim population. The same 
Persian soil that once raised kings to serve God now hides saints beneath the radar. 

 

4. Prophecy Is Still Unfolding 

Ezekiel 38 mentions Persia (modern-day Iran) as part of an end-times coalition that attacks 
Israel. Whether or not Iran today fulfills this role is still debated, but it shows that Persia’s 
story isn’t over. 

God is not finished with the nations. The clock is still ticking. The stage is still being set. 

And all of history moves toward a final confrontation between good and evil—where Jesus 
Christ returns as King of Kings. 

 

5. God’s Faithfulness Is Bigger Than Borders 

Even when Israel was exiled and scattered, God moved heaven and earth to bring them 
back—using Gentile kings like Cyrus and Artaxerxes. 

“For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.” (Malachi 
3:6) 

That same faithfulness remains today. God is not intimidated by nuclear threats, Middle 
Eastern alliances, or the rants of anti-Israel regimes. 

He will preserve His people. He will fulfill His Word. 

And no Ayatollah, Supreme Leader, or rogue general can stop that. 

 

Summary: The Lessons of Persia, Then and Now 

Let’s summarize the divine principles Persia teaches us: 

Biblical Lesson Modern Reflection 

God calls rulers before they know Him 
(Isaiah 45:1) 

God can raise up or tear down any leader 
today. 



Biblical Lesson Modern Reflection 

God used Persia to rebuild what Babylon 
destroyed. 

God can use unlikely sources to restore what 
sin has broken. 

God’s prophecies are exact—even 
naming nations. 

Prophetic Scripture continues to unfold in real 
time. 

Spiritual warfare influenced national 
affairs. 

Behind every headline is an invisible battle. 

Persia's silence was preparation, not 
abandonment. 

When God seems silent, He is setting the 
stage. 

 

Final Application: What About Iran Today? 

Iran is not unreachable. 

It is not beyond redemption. 

It is not immune to judgment. 

What God did through ancient Persia, He can do again through modern Iran. Whether 
through judgment or revival, He will be glorified. 

Pray for the believers in Iran. Pray for their courage, their wisdom, their boldness. Pray that 
God’s hand moves mightily behind the scenes, just as He did in the days of Daniel, Ezra, 
and Esther. 

Let us remember: 

• Cyrus didn’t know God, but he served His purpose. 

• Darius feared the lions, but witnessed God’s power. 

• Xerxes didn’t see God, but hosted His salvation plan. 

And today’s leaders, whether they realize it or not, are still within the grip of the Almighty 
Sovereign of the Universe. 

 

Closing Charge to the Reader 

The story of Persia is not just history. It’s a reminder, a prophecy, and a call. 



• A reminder: God rules over kings and empires. 

• A prophecy: Persia (Iran) still has a role to play. 

• A call: To trust the unseen hand of God, even when the world is shaking. 

“Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted in 
the earth.” (Psalm 46:10) 

Let Persia’s rise and fall teach you this: God is not limited by borders, regimes, or 
religions. 

He is the King of all kings, and His dominion will never fall. 

 

 

Conclusion: Persia Rose, Persia Fell, but God Remains 

We’ve journeyed through ten chapters of Scripture and history, prophecy and fulfillment, 
kings and kingdoms. We’ve watched as Persia, the ancient name of modern-day Iran, 
stepped onto the stage of God’s redemptive plan—not as a footnote, but as a central 
player. 

From the decree of Cyrus the Great to the divine delay caused by the Prince of Persia, 
from the royal favor shown to Nehemiah and Ezra to the dramatic preservation of the 
Jewish people under Xerxes, we’ve seen one truth repeated: God rules over nations—
even pagan ones. 

Persia was: 

• A sword in God's hand (Isaiah 44:28–45:1). 

• A stage for spiritual warfare (Daniel 10). 

• A signpost in prophecy (Ezekiel 38). 

• A sanctuary for His people (Esther, Ezra, Nehemiah). 

Even when Persia drifted into silence during the 400 years between Malachi and Matthew, 
God was not idle. He was orchestrating the rise and fall of empires, preparing the world for 
a greater King—the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

What Can We Learn from Persia Today? 



Iran may seem, on the surface, like an enemy of God. Its government wages war against 
Israel, its regime suppresses the gospel, and its leaders echo the spirit of Haman more 
than Cyrus. 

But if history—and Scripture—have taught us anything, it’s this: 

God can use anyone. God can reach anyone. And no one rules without Him allowing it. 

Today’s Iran is still within reach of God's purposes—whether for judgment, mercy, or both. 
He can turn the heart of a king (Proverbs 21:1), and He can still call a man by name long 
before he’s born. 

 

Spiritual Insight: The Invisible Conflict 

Behind the borders and policies lies something far deeper: a spiritual battle. Daniel saw it 
firsthand. The “Prince of Persia” wasn’t just a political figure—it was a demonic authority 
over a region. It resisted Gabriel and required angelic backup from Michael. That tells us 
something. 

It tells us that every modern power—whether Iran, America, China, or Russia—is not 
merely geopolitical. These are spiritual battlegrounds, animated by powers both seen and 
unseen. Our job is not to fear them—but to recognize what’s really at play. 

 

Final Application: The God of Nations Is Still in Control 

If Persia could become God's instrument, then we must never underestimate what God 
can do in any nation today. Not through our politics. Not through our opinions. But through 
prayer, prophecy, and the unstoppable march of His will. 

Let the world rage. Let the alliances form. Let the threats echo. 

God is still in command. 

The kingdoms of this world will become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ—and 
He shall reign forever and ever (Revelation 11:15). 

Until then, we watch, we wait, and we warn. 

Persia fell. Iran may rise. But the King is coming. 
And His kingdom will never fall. 

 


